AN APPEAL

10 THE

Electors of Canada

In view of the Fede:

al Eloctions on 21st Septem

Drenchiad oo the Sty Deevions to tho sipotion

more importaat issue can command the attention of the
ciizens of our country than this. Democracy will be slain in
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efen o
Fuy rpe thoah bandepre by e Sesesies o par
iy s endeavoriog to Smiackle e &

Ty sous P
{ialcandidatesfeolsor a the veritable blackmai aid upon

e Out public men are disgusted with the corroption that
e s e

“The crowniog fact,
The kingliestact
OF Freedom is the Freeman's vote.”

B i s T Rl
‘paigus i our country has grown to 5o great an evil that it has
Pvakenid alar arong oa

an o contlust = Campaigh of edacation o the dafies of
ditizenship,

The common use of money for corrupting the electorate
for so many years as 2 necessity of party wariare has eda-
cated a large number of our citizens to see but fittle harm in
e varioos forims.of fatiidation aod. bibery. We
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The gift of the franchise to the common man, won
e b el el

has pat into his hand the power of kings. a
voies in {he g nt of his country. On he
can measure bi with that of the wealthiest man of
the land, whose vote will more thas his. de

lecide between rival parties and policies. He with
s fellow electors form a great jury who on election dey pro-
‘nounce their verdict. Before him the great parties lay their
case and plead for bis judgmeat.




The ballo s the great weapon by which the poor man may
protect his interests and guard against oppression. When he
Sells his vote he sins against his class, for he throws away

ic great safoguard. Were all men t do ag he, does ncihet

above all the privileges of his citizenship he
gaard bis bl Whiter puts these wrds R

* To.day shall simple manhood try
“Fhe sirengih of gold and fand .
“The wide world has hot wealth to bay

The powe y right band.
Whero theas's it to noed my vote
to sweep

Up! clomed ke and ragged coat !
n's a man to-day.”

sepaer political corruption sap the foundations
of order aod popeiae soveenment, bat it degrades the man.
Pood of the elictorate, by dest roying azy Bealthy senze of
poliical responsibilty. Men come to regard i bigh privileges

Hice as a mere matter for barter instead of exercis-
a8 as s most important public trust.

It creates a demand for large campaign funds, and this
puts an injorious and unjust burden upon candidates fo pol
fical honors and their friends. It thus shuts the door to poli:

tical preferment upon the sons of the poor, and leads to the
choice of men as candidates nmply because of their wealth.

5. It puts a stain upon honors won in_political life and
Sl inglorious. When won through

ractices, s of shame, for they are
‘o in violation of the laws of our country and through the
degradation ofits citizens. It causes many of our best men
whose services the country greatly needs, o turn in disgust
from political lfe.
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s Itleads torthe < rake off i public contracts, the el

use of publi the lamentably_expensive results
Yot beople ot » grait” in the pablic Service:” The callapse
of Spain and Russia like hollow shells at the touch

204 tho astounding rovelations of wasted millions as the ofiect
of graft in New York, Boston, Philadelphia, and San Francisco
(oot tospeak of casespearer home), have providd =xamp|es

t is an_evil whose dangerous contagion may spre:
from the pollng booth to the Jegislative ball, 20 whed i



legislators will sell themselves neither our public moneys nor
i liberties are safe.

makes it possible i any election for a strong c

bination of weslth Sative or forclyn, throogh the purchasable
Vote, (o exert_ undue influeace upon public. policy and to ea.

porsbions whch have subscrbed liberally o thels campuign
funds, or whose money has directly purchased their parliamen-
tary supp

7., Foliieal corruption often aseumes 3 most
i anded out to men about

lled for it is on those momentose

days whe: ves
2 thus decide the deatiaies of their con

It sometimes takes the form of intimidation of emy
Sih ST i e i ol Wese O Lo
‘ment of citizenship of a mnore robust and noble kind the mere

arouse o’ much popular indignation that it would ot

ki i fopmiceed 18 LA i bl prsaber b
encing the government of his country) may be nullified by a
urchased counter vote, He i the man whose protest shoold
e most lond and persistent against the actien of any political
managers who incollusion with venal voters do bim this
grievous wrong.

Surely we may ex; all good citizens join our
rinbs Shbn the R e Rougi e o gron

2ppesl o the independent voters for (b antiased

5 hold the balance between the parties, and ai
Siten called upon to be the saviours of their country.

eal to the men of both parties to do all they can to
clen thahr own party, of complicky. 1o, the crime. against our
citizenship.

e ask old political workers, whose better instincts must
often have recoiled from some of the base methods of politics,
We

anyone should allow bimself, by veiled , bet, threat,
sigoal or promise to cone, even (ochoically, withia the grash
of the



silied.  Hold ot~ ghily & right
0 gain” Show yourselves worthy of
S e e TG ‘wortby
p in a great country. No free nation cas
great on bribery.
 to the rich and influential classes in our com-
munity {0 see that no funds of theirs are used for other than

n oses. Sce fhat

e hee i znshp e held before the por. by sho
cliical purty movemet acquiee a5 ample support
i it the service of ©ihe dark 1atern

We appeal (0 the poor, for this cause is theirs. The poorest
man does not ask pay fo his day when e takes & hoiiday,

and maaly struggle, in which not igoorance and venality, but
ntellgence and. puritin shal decide the fortanes of the
day. we chall have doe somelh own Him in. this

No more impoctant issue can com-
ens of our

mand the attention of the ci
Country than that of Political Purity.
Let every citizen do his duty in such a

time as this.

Tssued by
DEPARTMENT OF TEMPERANCE AND MORAL REFORM
OF THE METHODIST CHURGH.
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