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DEDICATIOQON,
Zo Mrs. Larney Markinn,

‘Mapawu,

S encouraged by your ap-
probation of the follow-

ing little work, I now prefent
it to the public, fo permit me
particularly to offer it to your
patronage and acceptance. The
high and important duties of
a mother, in which you are en-
gaged (though b)} numbers
overlooked, or lightly efteem-
Aj ed
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ed as if eafily executed), you,
Madam, entertain a juift and
noble idea of. You confider,
thatthe weighty charge of train-
ing the minds of your ehildren
to religion and virtue is com-
mitted to your hands. As,
of all other charges, fo of
this in particular, will you be
called to render a {evere ac-
count. Confcious of your duty
to conduét them to the paths
of immortality and glory, you
was pleafed to exprefs a defire
of poficfling a copy of this lit-
tle book, as one that would
be inftrumental in forwarding
your' great defign.. Shall I”

confefs
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confefs, Madam, that {uch a
requeft highly flattered my va-
nity ; as it was a moft con-
vincing proof, that you efteem-
ed it ﬁt to anfwer the end for
which it was penned; namely,
That of promoting wvirzue and
morality, at the fame time that
it was capable of affording
amufement to the imagination
of the young reader. Nor do I
only efteem myfelf happy, in
thus prefenting it to you; but
likewile by having it in my
power, inthis public manner, to
declare the unalterable {ince-

rity with which I many years
have
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have had the honour and hap-
pinefs to be,

Your moft affeitionate
and much obliged Friend,

M. P,
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VVHEN I confider my own un-
* worthinefs, and inability to ap-

pear in the public characer of an Au-
thor, I tremble at my prefumption in
prefenting the following work to the
perufal of the world. Yet, the apprd-
bation beftowed on my Religiotis Dia-
logues for Children, by all thofe un-
der whofe infpection they hitherto
have fallen, emboldens me to hope,
that the following theets will not meet
with a lefs favourable reception from
the public. To make inftru&ion be
litened to with attention, it has for
many ages been the opinion of all who
have had any knowledge of the hu-
man mind, that its diftafteful pre-
cepts, fhould be adminiftered, as far as

poffible,
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poflible, in the vehicle of amufement.
And to have the ferious leffons of de-
corum captivate young minds, this me-
thod is more peculiarly neceflary. But
forry am I to obferve, that although fo
univerfally acknowledged as the readi-
eft way to render inftruion ufeful, it is
too frequently forgotten, And of the
vaft number of books, written for the
- fervice of children, there are but few
to be found, where inftruction and
amufement proceed hand in hand. Ei-
ther the former engroflesthe whole, and
ren ers it too dry and unentertaining
to be ftudied with much ayidity,
or the latter fo much prevails, as ta
make it difficult to determine what
poflible advantage the young mind can
have gained; or what one good princi-
ple, or ufeful maxim imbibed, to com-
penfate for the lofs of time (at that fea=

fon
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{on of life, every moment of which is
precious) fquandered away in the pe-
rufal.  Another thing much to be
lamented, is, that almoft the whole
-catalogue of entertaining books for
children, turn chiefly upon fubjeéts of
gallantry, love, and marriage. Subjets,
- with which no prudent parents would
with to engrofs the attention of their
children,of fix, {even, eight, or even a
dozenyearsofage. The following work,
whateveritserrors(and numbers Idoubt
notithas,)ishowever perfectly free from
any of that kind. The incidents relat-
ed, although they may in themfelves
be efteemed trifling by perfons of ma-
ture judgment ; yet, I flatter myfelf,
are fufficiently interefting to engage
the attention of thofe for whom they
were defigned, at the fame time that

they are of a nature which may be
| fuppofed
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{uppofed to pafs within the knowledge
of every child ; and the refleGtions
drawn from them, are fuch, as I will
be bold to fay, will net corrupt the
beart. On the contrary, Ieven prefume
to hope may be produdive of real,
and lafting good ; as frequently the
heart will endeavour to improve itfelf,
from a view of its errors obliquely
difcovered in the chara&er of a third
perfon ; when perhaps, difpleafure and
pride might arife and check the ine
fluence of more dire& perfonal admo-
nition. That thefollowing Letters and
Dialogues will at leaft afford jnnocent
amufement, 1 have great reafon to ex-
pedt, from the pleafed attention, which
was paid by two or three children who
were accidentally prefent, when I firfk
read the copy to fome friends; and
who, when I had concluded, eagerly

defired
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defircd me to proceed. This circum-
ftance I acknowledge gave me great
fatisfaction, as it feemed to afford juft
ground of expeftation, that the book
might not be wholly unacceptable to
thofe for whom it was defigned. And
as amufement is requifite to give frefh
vigor to, and prepare the mind for
more ferious employment ; {o if 7mmo-
certly it anfwers that end, Itfhall in no
degree think the time mifbeftowed,
which I have fpent in compofing it
for them.

The AutHoRry






Dialogues, Letters, &c.

D Bk 100 o o0 0l o B

MAMMA and HARRIOT.

Mamma.

ND you are really going to leave me for
A a whole month, Harriot 2 What do you
think I fhall do without you? You have never
been fo long from me in all your life. Do you like
to leave me ?

Harrior, No, Ma’am, I do not like to leave
you at all ; but I do want to g0 with my aunt: 1
with you could come with us: if we could but all live
together, how happy we fhould be ! Should not you
like it, Ma’am?

Mamma. Indeed, my dear, I fhould much like
to fee more of all our friends than I'can ; but as for
all living together, that would be impoflible. It all
your uncles, and aunts, and all their children, and
and both your grandpapas and grandmammas, and

B2 your
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your favourite Mrs. %704 and her children, and your
friend Mifs Rioks, and every body you love, were
to live together, we thould require a houfe larger than
any you ever {aw ; and we fhould be in fuch 2 con-
tinual noife and confufion, that we fhould not be able
to enjoy our friends company half fo much as we do
now, when they come to fee us {eparately, and not in
{o very numerous a party.

Harrior. But then, thould not you like to have
them all live near you, fo that you might go and fee
them as frequently as you pleafed ?

Mamma.  Yes, thar I thould like exceedingly,
and if it was allowable to form our own happinefs,
I don’t know any {cheme that would make me fo
blefled : that is, I mean there is nothing the profpe&
of which appears fo likely to afford me happinefs,
But, my dear girl, this world, you know, I have fre.
quently told, you is nota ftate ig which we are to ex-
pect to find felicity 5 and let us fearch for it ever fo
diligently, and purfue e€very inclination which we
think would make us blefled, ftill we may be very
fure, that was it poffible to obtain every wifh of our
hearts, there would conftantly arife fomething or other
which we did not forefee, {ufficient to overthrow all gur
fchemes, and fill prevent our finding compleat hap-
pinefs upon earth. It therefore is very filly for peo-
ple to with eagerly after any fate of life it has not
pleafed God to place them in. All-wife as he is,
God certainly knows much better than we do ourfelves.

what
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what is fit for us: and all-good and merciful as he
is, we may depend upon it that he will always do
that which is prepereft and bz for us. Our duty
therefore, inftead of forming and withing for different
fchemes of life to take place, is to endeavour at all
times, and in all circumftances, to be perfeétly con-
tent; and being perfectly content, we fhall enjoy
as much happinefs, as it is poflible in this prefent life
we can do. I agree with you, that I fhould much
like to have all my friends live nearer me than they
do ; but was I to wifh for it ever fo much, that would
not make them the nearer, and only render me un-
- bappy ; fora perfon who is in a ftate of wifbing and
Jfreiing becaufe things are not as they like, can' never
feel in any degree comfortable ; whereas, now, though
I cannot fee them fo often as I could with, I am very
thankful to enjoy their company {o frequently as I do.
Your aunt has now been with me a week, I fhould
life (he fhould ftill ftay with, and not leave me ; but as
that cannot be, I muft be contented and pleafed
with the expeQation of feeing her in a month’s time,
when I intend to fetch you home.

Harrror. IwifhI could learn to be more con-
tented, Ma’am, for I am very frequently wifhing for
many things I have not, and to do many things I am
not able ; but I hope as I grow older, I fhall grow -
wifer and better: I will try to do fo, and that, you
fay, is the right way.

B 3 MammMma.
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Mamma. Certainly it is, my dear. Without .
our own endeavours, the utmoft care and afliduity of
others will be of no fervice to s : it will be to no pur-
pofe for us to liften to the inftruétion of people wiler
than ourfelves, or to fpend our time perufing books
of knowledge, unlefs we earneftly try, and take con-
ftant pains with our own hearts, and daily endeavour
to advance in goodnefs as well as wifdom. Without
the help and affiltance of the Almighty, we can never
by ourbwnﬁrength alone, conquer the eviland foolith
inclinations of our minds, but his afliftance he will ne-
ver fail to beftow on all thofe, who endeavour to deférva
it, by ftriving at all times to do the beft they poflibly
can, and who earneftly beg him to blefs and afliil
their well meant endeavours, to atrain to greater
perfetion in virtue.

- Harzior. Yes, Ma’am, you have told me a preat
many times, that I never thall Be a good woman, if
I do notevery day try to keep myfelf good, and ftrive
to profit by thofe inftruttions which are given me.
I wifh I could always remember all you tell me ; but
the worft of it1s, T am apt to forger all the wife leflons
you tell me. When I am at my aunt’s T intend to
write to you, and I Mope you will write to me ;
and in your letters you know, Ma’am, you could
give me good advice, and I fhall keep them, and then
I1hall always be able to read it over again, if I fhould
forget; fo pray, my dear Mamma, don’t negle to
write me nicelong letters, as Jong as thofe you fend to
my Papa, when he is not at home, Mamma,
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Mamma, WelllI certainly will not omit writing
to you ; and you my dear daughter, muft not nég1é&'
to write to me, and tell me all the news, and give me
an account how you {pend your time, who comes
to fee you, and where you go, for I fhall much wantto
know what you do with yeutfelf when you are fo far
diftant from me. ‘There, your aunt calls you, my

love, go, run toher, make hafte.

LETTER L

st i i
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From Mrs, SEAMORE to Mifs SEAMOR_E.

LMOST an whole week has my dear girl
A_ been abfent from me, and not found time to
{end me one line, You cannot think how much dif
appointed I have been, Texpetted to have had a
letter from you at leaft laft Thurfday, and as I never
yet have received one of your writing, you cannot
imagine how much I think ofit: every time any body
knocks at the door, T direqly think, and fay to my-
felf, ¢ Here comes a letter from my Harrice.” Bye
I have fo often been difappointed, that I almoft give
over all thoughts of receiving one, till after you have
read this, to remind you of our agreement ; and if
you remember, yox was to write firfe; butif T ftay
till you begin, I fear we {hal] not have time for many
Ietters to pafs between us, before your vifit will be con.
cluded. You forget that I defired an account of your
time during your abfence from home,

I am forry you have been fo negligent in fulfilling
your promife ; but pour pg keeping your word,
will not excufe 7y doing the fame ; for one perfon
being guilty of a fault, €an in no inflance vindjcate
the like error i another.  Without therefore any

farther
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farther reproaches for your omiflion, I will direlly
begin to inform you what we have all done with our-
felves fince you left us on Tue/day, Wednefday we
ftaid at home all day, nor did the rain ceafe long
enough for us to take ourufual walk. Bet/y was very
melancholy upon account of your abfence. I could
not perfuadeher to play atall, not even with her bro<
ther Zom ; but as fhe could nothave you to play with,
fhe faid, fhe had rather fit ftill and work ; which
fhe did very diligently, till fhe had finifhed her
pocket ; and then, when fhe had made it up, fhe
fetched down your doll and tied it on. ¢ Thi;re,‘
(faid fhe, kifling it at the fame time) you fba/l have
a new pocket though your mamma has left you: I
did not intend it for you, but my child has
got me with her, to pleafe her: but you, poor
thing, are without your mamma.” As fthe faid
thefe words the tears came into her eyes ; but as
they flowed from her fincere love to you, I was
not difpleafed at feeing them., On the contrary,
my heart felt rejoiced, and I was thankful to
Heaven for giving me fuch good children, who
are always fo kind to, and fond of each other. I
told her fhe was a good girl to give your doll the
pocket, and anfwered for your being much obliged
to her for it. I think after receiving this infor-
mation of her kindnefs, it would be very pretty
. for you to write her a letter, and thank her. I am
fure fhe would much value one from you. On

Thur/day
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Thurfday we drank tea with Mrs. Hutchins, wha
was extremely obliging, and took great pains to
amufe and entertain your fifter. Mrs. Hutchins {hewed
us a fampler fhe worked when fhe was a girl at
fchool. You would be furprifed to fee what a
prodigious quantity of work there is in it, and
hurt, I dare fay, to think -how much time muft
have been fpent upon it, which mighg have been
infinitely more profitably employed : for I know
not any one ufe the fampler is, or ever has been of,
excepting that of teaching her to mark; and for
that purpofe the one you worked, with both the
alphabets in it, did equally well. Mrs. Hutchins’s |
contains not only the alphabets, but ftrawberry-
rows, and rofe-buds out of number; befides which.
there is a fhepherd and thepherdefs fitting  under a
large tree watching their flock, which confifts of
twelve fheep and four goats, (for I counted them)
and then at the bottom of all, is worked the ten
commandments, Mifs Hutchins is working a {creen
at prefent, which I think appears to me much more
ufeful labor than her mother’s fampler, It is
worked in the form of the map of England :  the
different counties done with different coloured filk,
and in the middle of each the name of the county,
So fhe is not only doing what will be of fome ufe
by being made into a handfome fcreen, but at
the fame time learning very perfectly the fhape of
the counties, in what manner they join each other,

and
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and their different fituations : a very neceflary piece
- of knowledge for every Englifh woman to be per-
fectly acquainted with. I think in a little while
-you will like to work fuch a one ; and {o per-
haps will your fifter; and I am fure your papa
and I fhall much like to have our fcreens adorned
with our dear girl’s performances. The paper begins
to look a little thabby, and by the time you have
both compleated fuch a tafk, it will be quite
ready for a new cover. Friday, Mrs. North and
her little boy came to fee wus; it was a long
time before we cou!d perfuade him and Zom to
take any notice of one another, except ftaring in
each other’s faces: to be fure their youth in fome
degree excufed fuch unpolitenefs 5 but even in
them it looked very unpleafing: itis an odd thing,
‘nor can I account for the reafon of childrens {o often
behaving ungracefully : if it was only fuch little
ones as they are, it would not much fignify ; but
I am forry to fay, I too frequently obferve it, in
thofe who are quite old enough to know how ex-
ceedingly ugly and ungenteel it is. If I miftake
not, even my Harriot was guilty of many breaches
in politenefs the laft time fhe went to fee Mrs,
Bird. Don’t you recolleét it? Don’t you remember
in what an awkward manner you firft fpoke to
¢Mifs Bird ? How you held your head on one
fhoulder, played with your fingers, and in fo low

a voice you could fcarcely be heard, faid, ¢ How

e S
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do you do Mifs #” I don’t know whether you have
forgot it ; but I am fure I have not. I abfolutely
felt myfelf bluth for you, and was quite athamed
of my daughter’s foolith appearance. But I was
fhill more athamed, if poflible, a little while after-
wards, when I beheld her fneeze without putting
her hand before her mouth, fpeak in the midft of
a great gape, and loll with both elbows on the |
table, flaring up in Mrs. Bird’s face. Such n-
ftances of unpolitenefs, I beg I may never again be wit-
nefs to in you, whatever I may be obliged to be-
hold in others ; for you cannot imagine how ex-
ceedingly unpleafing fuch rudenefs and inattention
1s; nor can you think, how much the contrary be-
haviour of politenefs and civility, makes people
fond of, and admire you. On Saturday, we flaid
at home. Your dancing mafter did not come till
the afternoon ; he was much concerned not to find
you in the way, and your filer was at a fad lofs
for a partner. Mr. Foor hopes you remember to
hold up your head, turn out your toes, and that
you do not forget to make an handfome curtefy
when you go in or out of a room, and when
you either give or receive any thing. I am fure
I hope o too; for I fhall be very forry not to
have you behave yourfelf well, and like a young .
lady. Remember, my dear girl, the great pains
which hath been taken with you; butif you will
not alfo ufe your own endeavours, all the trou-

ble
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ble and expence we have put ourfelves to, might
as well have been fpared. We can but s/ you
what is right and proper to be done ; but if you
will not obferve our direftions, it is impoflible
ever to make you either good, or agreeable. That
muft depend upon yourfelf, and I truft you have
fenfe enough to fee the obligations you lie under
to all your friends, and the neceflity of itriving to
comply, to the utmoft of your power, with every
thing they advife for your good. Sunday, we fpent
as ufual, in going to church, and reading our books,
I met with an exceeding pretty flory, which fome
time or other I will thew you, as I think it will
both entertain and improve you. And now hav-
ing given you an account of each day’s tranfations
to the prefent time, I fhall take my leave of you,
Your papa joins with me in love to your aunt,
Your fifter defires T will not forget to give her’s
to you; and your brother begs I will tell you,
that when he is a tall man, as tall as his papa,
he will write you a long letter. Your mamma,
I think, feems to have done that already, and

fcarcely left room to tell you with how much
fincerity “fhe is,

Your Afeltionate Mother,

MARY SEAMORE;

¢ LET,.
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To Mis. SzamorE.

HonoreEp Mapawm,
Never wrote a letter before, fo I don’t know
how to begin; but my aunt fays, I fhould fay
Honored Madam, when I bcgivn a letter to you. I
think if I had once got into the middle of my
letter, I could go on then, but 1 don’t know how
to begin, or what to fay next. O! the next
thing I fay, fhall be, thank ye Ma’am, for your
nice long letter; indced I am much obliged to you
for it, and I am very forry you fhould think I
broke my word about not writing to you fooner ;
but I did not underftand that I was to write firft,
fo I was waiting all the time for a letter from
you, and then I intended to anfwer it, Indeed I
much wondered I had not one foonmer ; but I did
not know you was expetting to hear from me, or
I am fure I would not have been fo long, for I
do love you very much indeed, Ma’am, and would
“mot for ever fo much, difappoint or make you un-
ealy : but pray, Mamma, don’t be angry that I
did
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did not write fooner, I will another time. I fhould
be obliged to you, if you would tell Mr. Foot
that I do nor forget to hold up my head, and
make curtefies. My aunt fays, I have been a very
good girl ever fince I came; and I am {ure fhe
has been very kind to me, and taken me out
with her three times, and given me a new fet of
tea-things. I wifh my fifter was here to play with
them. Pray thank her for the pocket ; but you
need not do that, now I think of it, for I will
write to her, and thank her myfelf. I have got
a great many things to talk to_you about, but I
don’t know how to write them all in a letter:
but T muft tell you, that one day we went to
Mrs. Blunt’s; and there are three Mifs Blunts,
two about as big as I am, and one lefs than my
brother. I am fure, Mamma, if you bluthed about
my behaviour at Mrs, Bird’s, you would not have
known what to have done, had you feen Mifs
Blunt’s : they do /o poke their heads you cannot
think, and when they fet upon a chair, their feet
do not touch the ground; and inftead of turning
out their toes, and keeping them ftill, they keep
kicking them backwards and forwards all the time,
and making fuch a noife with their heels "againit
the legs of the chair, that you would be quite
furprifed ; and when either their papa, or mamma,
or my aunt {fpoke to them, they never faid Ma’am,

C 2 or
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©r Sir: but only yes or o - and they did not fay
that prettily either, but drawled it out /o difagreeably ;
and if they did not hear what was faid, inftead of en-
quiring, as they thould, they faid, awbar / Or elfe, bay !
And they picked their nofes, and let their hands hang
down by their fides, or held the top of their
ftays, and the eldeft feratched her head£ altogether
they did behave odder than any thing you ever
faw ; I with you had been there, I am fure they
would have made you laugh, as much as they did
me, and I call them the Mifs What-hays, becaufe
they fay whas and hay {o often. Their mamma
does not hold up her head well herfelf, and fhe never
once fpoke to them to behave better, Pray don’t
you think that was very odd? I have feen very
frange things, for another houfe I went to, there
was a rod over the chimney ; I thought it looked
as if the people were very crofs, and fo indeed
they were; for at tea when the little boy faid he
bad more water to his milk than he liked, his
mamma took down the rod, and beat his hands,
and faid fhe would not havye him find fault with
his victuals, if he did he fhould go without any ;
fo fhe took it away, and fent him out of the room;
he did not come in any more.. So I was very glad
when we came away, for I did not like her a bit,
O dear! T have a great many more things to
write, but my aunt fays, I muft leave off now,
or my letter will be too late for the poft-man to

carry

R R ———
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carry it to you. I will begin another letter as

foon as you fend me one to anfwer, and now I
will write to my fifter,

I am,
Honored Madam,
Yeur Dutiful Daugbhter,

HARRIOT SEAMORE,

Lo B Bk B o Ry (il

To Mifs BETsEy SEAMORE,

Drar SisTER,

Y" O U cannot think how very much obliged -

to you 1 am for the pocket you was {o obliging

as to give my doll, and the notice you are {o
Lkind as to take of her. I wifh you was here with
me, for I want to fee you, and talk to you fadly.
I enjoy being here very much, and fhould like to
ftay here always, if I could have all you who are
at home, with me too; but I fhould not chufe
to live long without feeing you. My aunt has
given me fome new tea-things : they are the prettieft
I ever faw: they are blue and white flowered
there are a2 whale dozen of cups and faucers, and half
a2 dozen coffee cups ; befides a tea-pot, milk-pot,
(& fugar-
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fugar-difh, flop-bafon, cannifter, and 2 brown coffee.
pot. I with you could fee them now ; but I fhall
bring them home with me, fo it wili not be long
before you do.' I fuppofe you have read the let.
ter I wrote to my mamma, about Mifs Blunts.
You never faw fuch ftrange girls in your life. O 1
how Mr. Foot would hurt thejr fhoulders and chins
with his thumbs, if he taught them to dance. [
with Besfy you could write to me ! I fhould like to
have a letter from you very much ! Do atk Mr.
Ruill to let you go into'joining hand, and write
to me! My aunt made me leave off my letter to
my mamma, in {uch a hurry, that I forgot to de-
fire my duty to My Papa; and my aunt fays, I
fhould always do that, fo don’t you forget to give
it to papa and mamma both this time, and my
love to Zom. My aunt defires her love to all of
you fhe fays, and begs you will not forget to feed
her bird; and pray give my love to my child,
and tell her I fhall foon return to her. I hope
fhe is good, and does not give you any trouble,

1 am,

Desr thf:y,
Your Affeitionate S Zfter,

HARRIOT SEAMORE.,

LET.
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To Mifs SEAMORE.

HANK you, my dear girl, for your letter,
which I affure you I value very highly, and

have locked it up as a great rarity, after having
fead it over a dozen times at leaft. Confidering it
 was the firft you have ever written, 1 think it is
a very good performance, and I don’t doubt but
from a little more prattice, you will be able to write
very fluently ; and without any trouble to your-
felf, get into a way of being able to proceed,
without fo many obfervations upon the difficulty
of knowing what to fay next. You will confider
the fubje&t you are going to enter upon, and then
proceed to write it, in the fame manner as if you
was relating it in converfation. This you will find
become eafy to you by a little practice, and then
I will anfwer for it, that writing to your abfent
friends, you will efteem one of your moft rational
amufements ; but you muft always be careful and
pay due attention to the manner of your writing,
as well as the matter 5 otherways your hand will
foon be ¢otally {poiled, and you muft never be
permitted to write, except when Mr. Quill is with
you. I am very glad you remember Mr. Foot’s
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inftru@ions. T beg you will ‘attend to thofe little
graces, which I have fo often endeavoured to cyl-
tivate. You may fee how neceflary they are to
render you agreeable, by the difpleaﬁng behaviour
of the Mifs Bluns; you mention ; but, my love,
though I would have you obferve the manners of
others, and fee what a&ions are becoming, and
what are ungenteel ; I would by no means have
you get into 1 habit of langhing at, or de/pifing
thofe, who perhaps have never been taught to be.-
have better, Whey fuch awkward people are be.,
fore you, you thould obferve how difagreeable their
altions and manners are; and with greater cau-
tion watch yourfelf, that you commit not the fame
errors.  But on no account mock them, or think of
€alling them nick-names for theiy want of polite-
nefs; for that Is as great unpolitenefs as you can
be guilty of, Befides, it is really wicked. Per.
haps they may be formed with round thoulders,
and not able to hold their heads up. But if they
are not, may be they have never been taught ;
and then it is not their fault, but their misfortune,
You obferved thae Mrs. Blunt never fpoke to her
daughters al] the time you was there, [ confefs I
think that wag very wrong of her ; but if that js the
cale, how thould they know they do wrong, un-
lefs the tells them When they are to blame. Inftead
therefore of laughing at them, you fhould /¢y them,
and be very thapkey that your mamma aad friends

take
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take more pains with yox ; for it is mot owing to
your being any ways more graceful in yourfelf,
but to the greater care and attention that you have
had beftowed upon you, which makes you in any
degree appear better than they do. And this, my
dear, fhould make you always greatly obliged to
any body who tells you how to behave yourfelf :
and you fhould not call it zeaziug you, as you
did one day when you was repeatedly told to hold
up your head; becanfe you rendered fuch repeti-
tions neceflary from not minding the firft time.
You kunow it is entirely for your own fake that
your friends wifh to fee you genteel and pleafing :
your being otherways, will not make zhem lefs
beloved ; but it will make yox difregarded and
difliked : you fhould therefore efteem it an act of
the greateft kindnefs they can poflibly fhew to-
wards you, and prove your gratitude for their fo-
licitude for you, by endeavouring as much as pof-
fible to conform to, and comply with their direc-
tions. Many children there are, filly enough to be
difpleafed with thofe good friends, who contradiét
any of their foolifh defires, or find fault with their
conduct. Amongft this fort, was Mrs. Blufler
when fhe was young. She was naturally of a rude
behaviour, and not of a good-humoured difpofition s
her papa and mamma were both very foud of her;
but too wife not to fee her errors, and too good
themfelves not to with to fee their child fo like-
: wife,
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wife. Accordingly, they took all the pains they
could to make her fo; but fhe very perverfely re-
folved never to mend by their advice, but always
fancied fhe knew as well as her parents, and only
thought them crofs and ill-natured for finding fo
much fault, and making fuch a fufs (as the very
illiberally called it) about every trifle, If fhe ftooped
her head, and they defired her to hold it up bet-
ter; inflead of complying with  their commands,
fhe only gave it a fudden tofs, looked fullen, and
let it fall into the fame awkward pofition again,
When fhe came into the room and hanged the
door after hew, her mamma very kindly defired her
to take care and fhut it rather more gentle, and
not make fuch a noife, as it was exceeding ungen-
teel for young ladies to behaye fo; but Mifs Flous
(for that was her name before fhe was married)
~ paid no other regard to what was faid, excepf:
putting herfelf out of humour, fetting fulky after
fhe had been told of any errorin her condu&, and
inftead of ftriving to re€tify it, would be f{ure to do
worfe the next time. ] remember one day I went
to play with her when (e had got a cough and
a cold ; which, inftead of letting be as little trog.
blefome as fhe could, fhe made 3] the noife with
that was pofiible, Her mamma kindly told her to
endeavour not to fneeze and cough fo loud; but
put her handkerchief before her mouth, and try
to flop it: inftead of which, fhe redoubled ber

‘ naife,
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noife, and found- it neceflary to blow her nofe
ten times oftener than before. I was but very
young at the time ; but old enongh to obferve
how very difagreeable, as well as really naughty
fuch condu& was. When we went up flairs to
play, 1 freely told her my thoughts, and afked her
how fhe could behave {o, and do the very things
her mamma bid her not. ¢ Pough ! faid fhe, laugh-
ing, I fhould have enough to do to mind all my
mamma fays to me! 1 fhan’t do that indeed ! I
warrant you I know how to behave without being
tanght!” Now could there be a more ridiculous
way of arguing? But ridiculous as it was, it was
the method fhe thought proper to purfue, and ac-
cordingly at this very day, fhe behaves as if fhe
had never been taught any thing, and is one of
the moft difagreeable women 1 ever knew : with-
out any of that politenc/s and civility, fo ncceflary
to render a perfon pleafing in the eyes of others,
and without any of that gaod—/mmow-,. neceflary to
make us either ufeful or beloved by our fellow
creatures, or happy and contented with ourfelves 3
for however people may pretend to difregard the
efteem of the world, yet certain it is, that noone
can {o mifbehave themfelves as to lofe it’s favour,
and at the fame time enjoy any tolerable degree of
happinefs and fatisfaction in their own hearts. Con-
fcience, which the Almighty has placed within us,

to inform us when we do well, or ill, will for ever
be
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be reproaching them for their crimes, and pain them

fo feverely, a5 to render it impofible for them
to be happy and comfortable, “however they may
feem to be blefled and furrounded with pleafures,
It is therefore at all times, my dear child, abfo-
lutely neceflary (if we would wifh to be in any
degree happy and chearful while we live) to keep
our hearts free from the reproach of confcience, That
is, we muft at a]] times, do what we think to be
right. At prefent, in thofe things of which you are
too young to form Jjudgment for yourfelf, you muft
follow the advice of your parents, and thofe kind

friends who are older and wifer than yourfelf ;

not foolifhly difregarding their counfe] as Mrs,
Bluffer did 3 but carefully following their _direc-
tions, till you come to be of age fufficient to judge
“for, and condu@ yourfelf; and in thofe things
which you do underftand, you muft conftantly, in
every circumftance, however difagreeable or incon
venient it may be to you, do that which you think
is right and beft to be done. Thus will you be a
good child, gain the love of al] your friends, be.
vome a good woman, an ufefyl member of fociety,
te happy and comfortable to yourfelf, but above all
and what is of infinitely more advantage, you will
enfure the fayour and approbation of your God,
who will not fail to reward you after death in his
kingdom, with far greater bleﬁings and pleafures
than we can in our prefent flate form any idea of,

Your
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Your grandmamma has juft fent me word that fhe
will be with me in a quarter of an hour. I muft
therefore put a more {peedy conclufion to this let-
ter than I intended; nor have I time to fay much
upon the fubje&“of the rod you faw at the lady’s
houfe, as I propofed. I agree with you, that I
think it a very ugly ornament to be over the chim-
ney ; fuch inftruments of punifhmentI think fhould
zlways be concealed, as they muft ever be a very
difagreeable fight, to any body who confiders the
dreadful effe& of naughtinefs, the only occafions upon
which they can be of any ufe: it certainly there-
fore is wrong to expofe them to public view. How
naughty the little boy was, whom you {faw turned out
of the room, I cannot fay ; but I fuppofe his mamma
would not have correfted him fo feverely, if he had
not deferved it 5 and undoubtedly it is a very foolifh
habit for people to get into, of finding fault with
their viGuals. I will give you an inftance how
unhappy it makes people, fome other time when I
kave more leifure; but I muft now leave you, as
your grandmamm’s chariot is already come., Write
to me, my dear girl, and tell me all you would,
if you were with me: if it is too much for one
letter, begin another, without waiting for an anfwer
from me ; you know I have many employments,

Beliewe me, moft fincerely,
Your aff Gisnate Mother,
D M. SEAMORE:
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To Mrs. Sk AMORE,

Hoxorep Mapan,

WISH I might begin Dear Mamma, for I
like that mauch betters for you are my Dear
. Mamma, and I love you dearly. I have not a great
deal to fay to you this time, for my aunt has had
a bad cold, and fo have I too; fo we have not
been out at all this week, neither has any body
been to fee us, fo we have only read and worked
of a morning, and read, and worked, and talked,
and played of ap evening. I forget what it was
I was going to tell you laft time I wrote. I wifh
I had began another letter to you fooner, My
aunt indeed did advife me to do fo; but I was a
little like Mrs. Blufter, when the was a girl, and
did not mind her, becaufe I thought I knew beft,
and that nobody did fend two letters before they
had. received an anfwer to the firft ; but fhe has
convinced me that was not neceflary, and now I
wifh I had followed her advice fooner, and wrote
before I had forgot what I wanted to fay. I do
generally find, I own, that if I do not aét as my
older friends advife me, that I am forry for it af-
terwards ; and then I think I will never be fo

foolith
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foolifh again, but always do as they bid me, whe-
ther I think it right or not; for I acknowledge
they know beft, and only tell me what to do for
my good, as your letter fays.

What pretty letters you do write, Ma'am ! I
with I could write like them! Do you think I fhall
when I am older ? Pray fend me 2 great many
more, for I like them very much indeed, I-am go-
ing to make a book of them ; my aunt has given
" me the back of an old book, and fhe has been
fo kind as to few the two you have fent me into
it, and fo we fhall all you write : fo pray make hafte
and fend me fome more, and inform me a little about
what Confcience is ; and pray don’t forget to tell
me the inftance you mentioned of peoples being un-
happy who find fault with their dinners. You left
off, Ma’am, in fuch a hurry when my grandmamma
came, that you did not mention 2 word about my
papa and my brother and fifter ; in your next let-
ter I hope you will be fo kind as to fay fome-
thing about them. Pray give my duty to my
papa, and love to my fiter, and tell Tom 1 have
got a very mice cart for him, which my aunt has
made of pafteboard.

1 am, _
Honoured Madam,
Your much obliged and dutiful daughiers ;
HARRIOT SEAMORE.

DZ LETO
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L T T B R VI.
Mrs. Seamore to Mifs SEaMmORE,

AND fo my Love, you think you fhould much

better like to begin your letters Dear Mam-
ma, than Honored Madam, becaufe I a your
Dear Mamma: that I am at all times; but it
would found very droll, if inftead of faying, Yes,
Ma’am ; or, No, Ma’am, you was to fay, Yes,
my dear Mamma, or, No, my dear Mamma; nor
would fuch tender epithets in the leaft degree more
convince me of your regard and affettion, than the
politer one of Madam. As for the beginning of
your letters, I have no other defire for you to fay
Honored Madam, than any way you like better ;
only that I would wifh you, upon every occafion,
to accuftom yourfelf to do things in a proper man-
ner ; and as that is the addrefs cuftomary in our
Country, when writing to parents, or mafters and
miftrefles, I think you had. better continue it; or
elfe, in regard to myfelf, I thould value your let-
ters juft as much if they began in any other form,
Without having feen more of the world than at
your time of life it is poflible to have done, you
cannot imagine the prodigious advantage, refulting,

upoen every occafion, from purfuing the beft me-
thod
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thod, and moving with fome uniform regularity ; in
 trifles I mean, as well as in more important occurrences
of life. To give you an example of this, which
has already fallen within your own knowledge ; only
recolle@t the difference in the appearance, both in
perfon and manner, between Mrs. Newton and Ms.
Yokelefs. - Mrs. Newton, without any appearance of
formality or trouble, always looks elegant and tidy 3
you never fee her with her gown loofely pinned,
becaufe it is but a #rife whether fhe puts more Or
fewer pins in her cloaths ; nor does the go for days
together with the feams of her gloves unfewed, or
the lace of her cloak or apron torn; but the mo-
ment fhe difcovers any of thofe trifling blemifhes,
fhe inftantly reifies them. If they are but zrifles
they will not require much time or pains to mend ;
and if they are matesial, it is the more ablolutely
neceflary they fhould be ftopt before they become
irrepairable. If fhe wants a pin fome filk, thread,
tape, ribbon, books, pen, ink, or paper, fhe 1s at
no trouble where to find them; her hufwife and
pincufhjon, which are ever in her pocket, fupply
her with the firft articles ; and all others through-
out her houfe are in fuch order, that fhe inftant-
ly knows where to find them. Now, though this
* regularity may by fome filly girls be efteemed as
trifiing, and of no confequence; yet it really is of
much more than people at firft imagine ; as you may
be conviaced by the very different method, or ra-

D ther
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ther awant of method in Mrs. Yokelefs. Her cloaths
are always as handfome, and good of their fort,
as Mrs. Newtor’s, and yet fhe {carcely ever looks
dreffed reputable: her gown fets loofe and  flattern-
ly, becaufe it was not evorth awpile taking more
pains to pin it fmooth : her hair looks difhevelled
and blowfy for the fame filly reafon: her gloves
are feldom without letting her fingers appear through
their feam-rips ; nor is it at all uncommon to fee holes
in her aprons, and other linen, which fhe has per-
mitted to be wathed ; becaufe they were but #rifling
eues, and not auorsh mending before, Pincuthion,
fciffors, knife, needles, or thread, fhe muft hunt the
houfe over for, before fhe can find, . as they have
no one place for containing them all together ;
and fhe never thinks of putting them into her
pocket: when at work, fhe lays down her needle
and thimble fhe knows not where, and difturbs the
company repeatedly, tolook for what fhe fo thought-
lefsly mifplaced ; and I do affure you, I have attend-
ed her drefling feveral times, when in a violent hurry,
and fhe has been obliged to fpend much of her time,
tumbling over every band-box and drawer fhe was
miftrefs of, to look for her ruffles, fleeve-bows, or
fome part or other of her drefs 5 which fhe no more
knew in what corner to look for, than the cat.
-And all thefe kind of things fhe takes no thought
about, becaufe they are but srif.. And zriffes
indeed they are, in comparifon of notorious fins ;

but
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but they are not fo in regard to their appearance,
behaviour, and expence. One day when I was with
her, fhe defired me to give her the dire&tion to
¢ny mantua-maker. I begged the favor of a pen
and ink, to write it down for her, left it thould
{lip her memory; but by the time the ftand-difh
and paper was looking for, you would ‘have ima-
gined the never had any occafion to ufe them in
her life. The whole family were enquired of ; the
whole houfe was fearched to find them: but they
were not to be found. At laft after I had written
the direCtion with my pencil, upon a piece of paper I
had in my pocket, on taking down a pair of fhoes to
fhew to me which fhe was embroidering, and which
fhe had thrown upon the top of a cheft of drawers,
down came the ink-ftand with the work, and to-
tally fpoiled the gown fhe had on, one of the feats
of the chairs, ftained the floor, and broke it into
ten thoufand pieces. And by fuch kind of mif-
chances in feveral inftances, fhe evidently proved that
it was no fuch mere #ifl, to be devoid of all re-
gularity and order. Of this kind of carelefsnefs, I
much fear Mifs Polly Franks will be guilty when
fhe is grown up ; at leaft fhe feems at prefent to al-
low herfelf to a& as if the would, I drank tea with
her mamma laft Friday ; and I thought Mifs Polly
difcovered feveral inftances of the negligence I am
fpeaking of; the firft was upon my alking her te
favor me with a-fight of the new book of geo-

graphy
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graphy, which I had heard fhe was reading. She
very good naturedly faid fhe would reach it down,
and a/ccordingly went to the book-cafe to look for
it; but the book was not there, She then fearched
in all the window-feats ; but it was not in them
to be found; no, nor in any of the chambers,
As laft fhe recolle¢ted fhe had it in the garden
one day. The fervant was difpatched for it, and
brought it in, in a moft wretched condition in-
deed : it had been blown open upon the ground,
and fopped through with the rain, and torn by the
Little dog, fo that the poor book was fpoiled, and
tendered illegible. I took the liberty of obferving,
it was apity the had not taken 2 [ittle more care’
of it, and put it in the book-cafe when fhe laft
read it, as fhe would then have known where to have
found it; ¢ Yes, Ma’am, (faid fhe) fo it is, but
I did not think of it.” When fhe was at tea
fhe fpilled a whole ¢up down her coat, and greaf-
ed it (as you know milk does greafe) from top to
bottom. ¢ Oh (faid fhe) I have fpoiled my coat,
but I cannot help it, we muft not mind trifles !’
Certainly, my dear, faid I, it is extremely wrong
to make ourfelves uneafy upon trifling accidents
which we cannot avoid; but I think we fhould
not accuftom ourfelves to a carelefls habit of doing
things, becaufe #rifles do not fignify. By permit-
ting ourfelves to difregard and pay no attention
to our daily common alions, we may continually

expofe
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expofe ourfelves to real inconveniences; which we may
much with to remedy when it is too late. Very
true, Ma’am, faid fhe fmiling. I believe fhe is 2
good-natured girl ! But it is a great pity fhe
fhould fo neglet herfelf, for the lofes all thofe ad-
vantages fhe might acquire from the pains that
have been taken with her, and the expence her
parents have put themfelves to upon her account.
After tea fhe was going to fhew me a purfe fhe
was netting, but that could not be found, though
fhe emptied her work bag to feek for it; 4 am
fure you would have been furprifed to have feen its
contents : there was not only a great number of
different pieces of work ; but thells, ftones, a broken
fan, pi@tures, a pair of gloves, a doll’s ftove, tongs,
and poker, two apples, and a good many raifins
without any paper or box to put them in : fuch a
colle@ion for a work-bag I never before beheld.
I alked her if fhe did not think the raifins made
her work dirty and fticky, and fpoiled her needles?
She faid it did not fignify, fhe did not mind that,
the work there was of o confequence, She was
not my little girl, fo I faid no more about it ; but
I think that is a very filly way of talking ; every
thing is of fame confequence, though certainly not
all of equal importance: yet, there is a right and
wrong method of doing ewvery thing 3 and juft as
eafy is it for people to accuftom themfelves to the
beft, as the worft manner of adling : nor does it
in
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in the end give them half the trouble, Perhaps it
might have taken Mifs Polly a few moments more
to have put the book or nettingin their right places
at firt ; but I am fure it would not balf the time
fhe afterwards fpent looking for them; and would
have been fpared the mortification of having the
book quite fpoiled, and the netting loft, as fhe
faid it was. I would on no account wifh you to
to be {o precife, as to feel unhappy, if neceffarily pre-
vented moving on, in your accuffomed regularity 3
but I would moft warmly recommend an habityal
neatnefs, and conftant endeavour to perform every
action, how minute foever it may be, in the beft,
as well as moft graceful manner. This daily en-
deavour to reach perfe&ion, is the only way to ob-
tain any tolerable degree of it. Never therefore
efteem any thing as an hardbip which is right,
becaufe it occafions a little more trouble, or occu-
pies more of your time: your time was given you
to improve, and never de you more anfwer that end,
than by earneflly fhiving at all times to do what
is right and bef?,

Believe e, my deareff Girl,
Your moft affeZionate Mother,

M. SEAMORE,

LE T
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From Mrs. SEamorE to Mifs SEAMORE.

RAN my laft letter to fuch a length upon the
fubject of good and bad methods of afting in
jrifling occurrences, that I had not room to men-
tion thofe fubjetts you defired might be the {ubftance
of it. Without therefore waiting for another
from you, I am fet down to make amends for
my negle@s and omiffions: but before I proceed,
I cannot help obferving on the juftnefs of your
remark, and am much pleafed to find you ac-
knowledge, from your own experience, the folly
of thinking yourfelf wifer than your aunt, or any
of your older friends. In this one inftance of re-
fufing to write me two letters, before you had
received one {rom me, you are already convinced
of your error, in fuppofing that your aunt did
not know beft ; and you may depend upbn it, my
dear girl, at all times, that whatever fhe, or
any of us recommend to you, is always for your
advantage, though the event fhould not fo quickly
difcover it to be fo, as in the prefent cafe it has
done. There is nothing about which young peo-
ple are fo apt to be miflaken, as in fuppofing that
v they



( 48 )

they know as well as their elders, what is pto-
per and fit to be done; whereas, would they but
confult their own reafon, they muft be inftantly
convinced of their error : for though they are very
fond of thinking themfelves as wife as thejr pa-
rents, yet they would be much offended if any
body was to fuppofe their little brothers as wifs
- as. themfelves. And well they might; for certain
it is, a child of two or three years old, cannot
know things fo well as one of eight or nine:
and if fo few years make a difference in the un-
derftanding of people, what do you fuppofe that
number muft, which fubfifts between 2 child and
its parents, who are always fo many years older ?
Of this truth however you feem at prefent fen-
fible, and I hope will therefore always recollet it,
whenever your own vanity would prompt you to
difregard the advice given you by your friends.
You-defire I will not forget to mention your pa-
pa, and brother, and fifter. Your papa likewife
defires I will not forget to give his love to you,
and tell you that he wifhes you were at home
again ; for he likes not to be deprived of your
company : but whilft you continue good, he isal-
ways glad to afford you every pleafure and farif
faCtion in his power, though attended with difa-
greeable circumftances to himfelf. T dare {ay his
kindnefs towards you, which he is conftantly thew-
ing, will have a proper effe€t upon you heart;

and
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;nd not only make you truly fond of, and
hankfal to him for his goodnefs; but alfo ine
fpire you with a defire of imitating his example,
and being always ready to fhew the like willing-
nefs to oblige all thofe, whom you at any time
may have it in your power to confer any favour
wpon. Indeed, to pafs through this world with
any tolerable degree of comfort to ourfelves, or
to gain the love of our fellow creafures, it is ab-
folutely neceffary we fhould at all times make it
our duty to pleafe, and as much as we poflibly can,
belp and affift each other. The great and good
God who made us, defigned that we fhould all
be mutual comforts and fupports to each other 3
and any body who by their ill-temper, or any
other bad aftion, behaves fo as to become a Zrou- .
ble and wuneafine/s toO thofe with whom they are
conne@ed, inftead of an affffance and bleffing, 1s
certainly guilty of a great crime ; and muft ex-
peét, unlefs they repent and amend, not only to
lofe the good-will of mankind, but alfo to forfeit
the favor of the Lord. At prefent you are fo
sood a girl, and take fo much pleafure, in giving
pleafure to others, that what I have faid upon
this fubje&®, may not be to you requifite 5 but as
you are making a book of my letters, I think I
had better give you my advice upon every circum-
fance that comes into my mind, as necefary for
your future pradtice ; that fo by reading them over

E at
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at your leifure, you may refrefh your memory with
what is needful for you to do, or what errors to
avoid committing. Your fifter is at this moment
playing with a little kitten, which your grand-
mamma braught her, and as it feems to entertain
her during your abfence, I am very glad fhe has,
It appears as if it would be very fond of your
fifter, and follows her about: indeed I dare fay it
will, for thofe animals, though without reafon and
fpeech, have fenfe enough to know, and be fond of
whoever ufes them kindly and takes notice of them ;
and to treat them with careleflnefs aud cruelty,
difcovers a very inhuman and bad difpefition,
Though we are permitted to ufe them for our con-
yenience, and make them as ferviceable to us as
we can, confiftent with gentlenefs ; yet are we on
no account to mifufe and torment them: in {uch
a cafe we degrade our nature below that of the
brutes, and a& more inconfiftently awith reafon,
than they do awithout ; for they never commit any
at of cruelty towards each other, T'rue it is, that
many of them kill fuch as are lefs than themfelves,
and of different fpecies ; but thep they do it with
no- other defign than that of affifting hunger. They
do not beat, or pinch, and torment them, as I
have fometimes feen naughty children do thofe ani-
mals that were in their power ; but they kill them
as foon as poffible, and put them out of their pain.
When the birds catch the flies and eat them, they

do
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do it in an inftant, without any fign of ill-nature
or barbarity ; and fo indeed do all thofe birds and
beafts that live upon what they can procure. By
this therefore they fhew no cruelty of heart, no
with to torment and give pain : and indeed if they
avere to do it, in them it would be no crime, as they
have no reafon and judgment to difcern and con-
fider what is right or wrong ; but in rational crea=
tures, who are blefled with fenfe and refle@ion, it
is 2 dreadful crime, and oné¢ that muft be very
difpleafing in the fight of that Being who made
us, and all creatures upon the earth; and who
withes to fee us promote each other’s happinefs and
convenience, Animals having no fouls to furvive
in another world, may without any crime be put
to death, whenever it is neceflary either for the
food or convenience of man: but then they fhould
be killed as quickly as poflible, and in the manner
that will caufe them the leaft pain or mifery: and
though without a crime they may thus be killed, yet
whilft living, they cannot be hurt or tormented, with=
out a véry great one indeed. Our kindnefs too,
fhould extend to every infe@t however fmall and
infignificant we may efteem them; and if ever it
is, as it frequently happens, neceflary to deftroy
them, we fhould do it as expeditioufly as we
can, confidering that they are as fenfible of
pain as we are: and as we fhould not like to be
hurt ourfelves, fo neither ought we to hurt

Ea unneceffarily
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unnecefforily any thing elfe. You afk to be far.
ther informed of the nature of confcience. Al-
though, my love, you may be ignorant when to ap-
Ply the name, yet the force of it you muft fre-
quently have experienced,. Confcience is #bar within
our own hearts, which never fails to acquaint us
when we do a wrong aion : and though nobody in
the world may fee us, or find fault with us, fHll
we are fenfible of the error ourfelves, and feel un-
comfortable and unhappy: and that unhappinefs
arifes from what is called the confeivufrefs of guilc,
Thus, forinftance, if you were to eat butter, or
fugar, or do any thing that you have been told not
to do; though neither I, nor any one knew that
you did it, ftill your confeience (your own heart)
would inform you that you were naughty, and did
not behave as you ought to have done; and you
would feel unhappy to yourfelf, and be fenfible
that yuu deferved punifhment, though you might
happen to efcape without receiving any. So again
on the contrary, when you have behaved well, and
acted according to what you thought right, con-
feience mever fails to commend and reward you :
that is, it rewards you, by making you feel conm-
Jortable and bappy, more fo, than even the praifes
of your friends, when you are fenfible of not de-
ferving them. Once, when I was a little girl,
Iy mamma went out to dinner, and left me to
play with my doll, defiring me on no account to

gO
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go neat the fire; but foon after the left me, I like
a very naughty child indeed, inftead of minding
- what fhe f2id to me, weént and fat very near it
holding my doll clofe to the bars of the grate $
ber frock caught fire, and blazed up in a moment.
When I faw the flame, and félt it hot to my
fingers, I was very much frightened, and threw it
down upon the hearth, where it was foon burnt
to afhes : after I had thus foolifhly loft my child,
1 began to think what account I fhould give to
my mamma. I knew when fhe faw me without
it, the would enquire where it was; and likewife
knew, that if I told her what was become of it;
the would very juftly be angry with me for going
near the fire, after fhe had ordered me not. I was
fenfible I had been vety naughty not tomind her,
and could not tell what to do: at laft I deter-
mined, as nobody I thought could dete&t me, to
tell a fory about it, and fay I gave it away to
a poor little girl who had no playthings at all,
and wanted a doll fadly. After I had made up
this fibin my own mind, I felt very uncomfortable
all day, and had no ihclination to play or be
cheerful : however, I fill very wickedly continued
in my refolution to fay fo, and accordingly when
my mamma came home, told her the ftory I had
invented. She kiffled me, and faid I was a very
good gird, to be fo good-natured and part with my
doll to a poor child whohad not any play-thingss

E 3 My
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My papa too, and all my friends, commended me;
but inftead of feeling pleafed and happy with their
approbation, I was fo wretched you cannot ima-
gine. I was fenfible all the time that I did not
deferve their praifes and love, and when I went
to bed I could not help crying; and inftead of go-
ing to fleep I could think of nothing but my own’
naughtinefs, and how very much I deferved to be
whipt, inflead of commended .by my papa and
mamma. The next morning I could not eat my
breakfaft, nor bear to be looked at by any body,
and neither talked or played as ufual; but only
fat behind my mamma’s chair and cried : for in-
deed I was unhappy enough to have made any bo-
dy cry. My mamma then took me in her lap,
and tried to comfort me ; for the thought I was
not well, to cry, and look fo dull, and not eat
my breakfaft ; but the more fhe kiffed me, the
more fenfibly I felt the reproach and anger of my
confcience, which feemed to fay, «“ O you naughty
wicked girl, you don’t deferve fo pood a mamma !
If fhe knew how very naughty you are, the would
not kifs and love you fo!” At laft I could bear
it no longer; but confefled and told her the whole
truth of the affair. You may be fure the was ex-
tremely concerned to find I had been fo naughty ;
and fhe very frongly reprefented to me the great
wickednefs of telling lies, and endeavouring to
deceive; and fhe certainly would have pnnifhed

me
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me very feverely, had it not appeared that I was
fo well convinced of my fault, and fo exceedingly
forry for it: befides, as T at laft told all the truth
myfelf, fhe remitted my punifhment, upon condition
I never would tell another falfity ; which I pro-
mifed T would not; and can fafely fay, I never
have fince. She talked to me a great deal of the
fin of doing thofe things which con/cience difaps
proves, and begged I would always for the future
attend to the dicates of it. That unhappinefs you
have now felt, my dear (faid fhe) will always re-
turn upon the committing of any crime, and will
Lecome more and more importunate, the older you
grow, and the more fins you commit: nor will the
applaufe of the whole world afford you any hap-
pinefs, unlefs your own conjcience is at peace; as
you may learn from the prefent inftance, when
ncither the commendation of your papa or me,
could make you eafy, fo long as you was yourfelf
fenfible of your guilt. Always therefore, my
dear girl (continued fhe) before you commit any ac-
tion of your life, confult your own heart whether
it is right or arong; if you will but confider for
one minute, your confcience will conftantly inform
you. If it is right you will find no fear or danger
in doing it ; if wromg, you will feel an unhappi-
pine(s and dread of being deteéted. Confcience (the
went on) is placed within us by Almighty God, as a
conftant counfellor to keep us from finning ; if

we
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we will follow its advice, we fhall be good and
happy; if we will not do as it bids us, we fhall be
wicked and unhappy ; and however we may efcape
punithment here, certainly fhall receive it in the
world to come ; for the Lord fees our every altion,
hears our every word, knows our every thought,
and will moft undoubtedly reavard or punifb us ac-
cordingly., Such was the advice, my dear Harriot,
my mother was fo kind as to give me, and I hope
therefore when it comes to you, thus doubly re-
commended by your granmamma and myfelf, it will
not fail to have its proper influence on your con-
du&, and that you will endeavour to remember

H AT confcience mufl your life dired,
In every thing you o ;
Nor muft you fail in one refpelt,
Her precepts to Durfue.

Whateer fbe difates, awirh delight
And pleafure Sl obey

Her fmiles foall yield Soft reft at nighe,
And pleafure all the day.

Even if troubles Should annoy,
And pain thy heart avith grief;

Still then fhe wwill difule a joy,
Ard give thy awes yelief,

Her
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Her counfel then my child obey,
Her precepts fiill attend ;
Let confcience guide thee all the day,
And be thy conflant friend.

M. S.

Lo B Lo Bl Baie M3

Mifs Seamore to Mrs. SEAMORE.

HonorEp Mapam,
Am extremely obliged to you for the two nice
long letters you have been fo kind as to fend
me. I have read them over very frequently,
and every time my aunt fhews me fomething in
them to obferve, which I had overlooked before.
She fays I cannot read them too often, or be too
well acquainted with them; no not if I even
could fay them by heart. I with I could, but we
make them into a book, and I fhall read them
very often. My gloves were fadly ragged yefterday,
and fo my aunt faid, ¢ Harriot, your gloves look
as if they belonged to Mirs, ¥okelefs I 1 had not
thought of mending them before ; but I fat down
and mended them dire&ly ; for I fhould not chufe
to be like her at all. Don’t you think, Ma’am,
the ink-bottle ferved her right to break to-pieees,
and {poil her gown and chair, for being put away fo
carelefsly ? I think it is a pity you gave har the
diretion
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direGtion to the mantua-maker, before fhe had
found the pen and ink : and then as fhe broke it,
the could not have had it at all, and it would have
been droll enough for her to go without the di-
reCtion where to have her gown made, becaufe fhe
could not find the ink. Only think of Mifs Polly
Frank’s work-bag | Did not you laugh to fee fuch
an heap of rubbith ; Pray, in your next letter, tell
me what you fhould have done with her if fhe
had been your little girl. I like your laft Jetter
vaftly indeed, and I underftand what you mean by
confeience very well, I did not rightly comprehend
it before: as you fay;’I know now that I have
a confeience, and I fuppofe it was zhar ‘made me
very uneafy one day, after I had cut fome feathers
off your muff, when you bid me not touch it ; and
many times befides upon different occafions ; but
I hope I fhall not do fo any more. I have learnt
thofe verfes by heart which you were fo kind as
to fend me about confcience. 1 fhould be much
obliged to you, if you would finith fome more of
your letters that way, for I like it much, and
learn it a great deal quicker than I can profe.
The next time I write to you, ‘I think I will
begin my letter fooner, for I never have time to
finith what I want to fay. My aunt fays I muft

now go and drefs, fo I muft leave off, and

1 am, my dear b nored Madam,
2our Dutiful and AffeSionate Daughter,

HARRIOT SEAMORE,
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From Mrs. Seamors to Mifs SEAMORE.

® Am greatly pleafed, my dear Harrict, in finding

that the time and paies I {pend in writing to you,

i1s not thrown away, or mifemployed, and that my
letters not only afford you entertainment ; but what
1s ftill of more importance, improwement alfo. Believe
me, my love, the firft with of my heart is to fee
my children geod. 'T'hat they may be fo, is the
unremitting labor of my life, and is alfo my con-
ftant prayer to that Being, who only can give a
blefing to all our undertakings, = Nor can I expe-
rience greater joy, than when I find you willing
to liften to, and defirous of following the good
advice given you by your friends. And amongit
your friends, my child, there is no one who loves
you with a greater fervor than myfelf ; or who
more ftudies to guide your heart to virtue. Of my
affe@tion towards yon I dare f{ay you have not a
doubt. You will, therefore, I truft, receive my
inftru@ions in the way ‘I defign you fhould, as given
you  for your good : and will be thankful when
Itell you of any faults in your conduct. No
pe:fon upon earth is perfeltly free from error; but
at your time of life, my dear, miftakes are pecu-
liarly
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Harly apt to be made: not from any badnefs of
heart; but from want of judgement, and not hav-
ing experienced their ill effe@s, and their confe-
~quences. Of one miftake in your judgement, which
you difcover in your laft letter, I dare fay you
will be fenfible, as foon as I fhall point it out to
your confideration, And that is, ielating to Mrs.
Yokelefs. You fay, you think it is a pity I- gave
her the direftion fhe wanted, before fhe produced
the pen and ink; and then as fhe broke the ink-
bottle, the would not have had it at all. But,
my Harriot, let me afk you one queftion: Do not
you think I fhould have been very crofs, and dif-
obliging not to have ‘helped her to it, when I had
paper and pencil in my pocket, and could write
it without any trouble at all ? Surely I tfhould!
And what excufe could I have had for being fo ?
Becaufe fhe was carelefs, and mifplaced her ink-
ftand ; was that any juft reafon for my be-
ing ill-natured ? You think fhe deferved to go
without the direftion, by way of punifbment. Al-
Iowing that fhe did, who am 1, or what right
have 7 to infli® punifhment upon her ? She had
done ze no harm: fhe loft her own paper, and
ftan-dith ; and when fhe found it, fhe fpoiled her
own gown and chair. But fhe was very civil to .
Why then fhould 7 behave unkindly to Jer, even
though fhe had gone totally unpunifhed ¢ But [
fhould have thought it no fmall degree of punith-
: ment,
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“ment, to have fpent half an hour as fhe did : look-
ing for what I could not find, and at laft fo
dirt my cloaths and furniture. In regard to what
I thould fay to Polly Franks fuppofing fhe was my
little girl, the cafe is very different. As 1 have
already frequently told you, a child knows not the
proper method of behaviour till inftruted ; and it
is the duty of parents, to teach their children
what they fhould do, and what things to avoid.
I thould therefore think myfelf obliged to tell her,
that fuch a carelefs manner of condutting hexfelf
was extremely blameable ; and if fhe would not
alter, and amend by being zold of her faults, I
fhould then think it neceffary to punifh, and make
her forfake them : becaufe, was fhe my child, fhe
would be committed to my care; and I muft
be to anfwer for not having tried every method to
make her all that was good. But thofe people
who are not placed under our care, we have no
fort of right, or authority to punifh for their im-
prudence. Nor will their mifbebaviour in any de-
gree excufe our ill-nature, or neglelt of them. If
people rob us of our property, or ufe us fo ill,
¢hat it becomes dangerous to fuffer it, we may then
appeal to proper magiftrates, who are appointed to
adjudge punifhments to thofe, who deftroy the good-
order and peace of our lives. But we are never
juftifiable in taking the matter into our own hands,

and trying to punifh thofe who offend us, much
lefs
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lefs thofe who have never injured us, and only be-
have fo as we difapprove. I dare {fay by this time T
have convinced you, that you are much miftaken
in thinking I fhould have aded better than I did,
by refufing to give Mrs. Yokelefs the diretion,
and that by fo doing, T fhould only have proved
my own ill-humor, for no one beneficial purpofe,
Indeed it would be difficult to fhew any good pur-
pole #/l-nature ever tends to: on the contrary, it
leads to numberlefs 427 ones, and lays the founda-
tion of much wretchednefs and woe, Ido not fup-
pofe there ever was an inftance of 2 perfon, who
permitted himfelf to be dl-tempered to qthers, that
was happy. Itis impoffible he fhould be fo. Peo-
ple cannot feel comfortable, whilft every body a-
bout them is uneafy, and difliking their company.
And no one can like the fociety of thofe, who are
morofe and bad-tempered.  Befides, they feel not
lefs crofs in their oewz hearts, than they appear to
others. A perfon who is perpetually finding faule,
and fretting becaufe things are not as he would
awi/b them, can never enjoy peace and ferenity of
mind. T once knew a man of this terrible difpo-
fition, who was continually complaining of the wrezch-
ednefsof his life. And what wonder that he fhould
be wretched, when he permitted the moft trivial
circumftances to difcompofe and put him out of
humor. If his dinner was not ready the moment

he wanted it, he would fret and fume in fuch a
manner
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imanner it would aftonifh you. Then after he had
fo ruffied his temper, he was not much difpofed
to relifi it when it came upon table : again he
would be crofs becaufe he either fancied it drefled
too much or too little. After dinner if the
fervant had omitted to rub the table fufficiently;
or not wiped the glaffes, he would again break
forth into fretting, and feolding. And fo he went
on from one thing to another-the whole day, (for
a perfon who chufes to be difcompofed about little
trifling affairs, never will be without finding fuch
caufe of unhappinefs arife évery moment) till he
became 2 burden to himfelf, and every body that
was conneéted with him, He totally loft the af-
fection of all his friends : nobody liked to con-
verfe with him, becaufe he was fo crofs ; and with-
out fociety and friendfhip of our fellow creatures,
we cannot be happy. In this ftate of unhappine/s
however, he was left to emoy (if he could) his
own refle@ions : for every body forfook him, ex-
cept a few who unfortunately through duty, were
obliged to continue with him s and #hey moft hear-
tily withed to be able to quit him likewife. Only
think, my love, what a ftate to be reduced to ! Not
to have ome friend, who had any regard for him ;
defpifed and abhorred by every bodys and what
rendered his life ftill more wretched, fo fretful and
difcontented, that he could find no {atisfaction or
peace even when alone: his own #// humour conis

g ftantly
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ftantly attended him, and made him as difagreea-
ble to himfelf, as to every one befides. But dread-
ful as this flate is, you may depend upon it, that
it never fails to be the lot of all thofe people,
who fuffer their tempers to be difturbed by every
crofs accident, or difagreeable circumftance that be-
falls them. In a world like this we inhabit, it is
impoffible to pafs 2 day, without meeting with ma-
ny occurrences we would with to have otherways.,
But we muft not for that reafon fuffer ourfelves to
be put out of humor, or grow fretful to thofe
around us : if we do, fo far from mending matters,
we fhall but greatly increafe the forrow and trou-

- ble of our lives. An inftance of this kind I faw the

other day, in Mifs Peggy Grey. She and her fifter
had been invited by Mrs. Round to meet a large
party of children at her houfe, and fpend the even-
ing with them. You may be fure they liked the
thoughts of the vifit, efpecially as they were to
have a dance; and Mr. Round very kindly en-
‘gaged to ftay at home, and play to them on his
violin. When the afternoon came (which was laft
Monday ) it rained {o extremely faft, they could not
poflibly go without being wet through ; which the
Mifs Greps faid they fhould not mind. But when
their mamma told them, fhe could not permit that
to be the cafe ; Mifs Betjy took of her bonnet and
cloak, and very quietly fat down to work her doll’s
frock, faying at the fame time, “ I cannot help

it !
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! I atit forry we muft not go, forI fhould havé
liked it wery much !’ I am forry too, my dear,
faid her mamma, I don’t like you Thould be dif-
appointed, but it cammor be helped. Such difap-
pointments often happen, and we muft try not to
mind them. *¢ But I 4 mind it,” replied Mifs
Peggy, crying as loud as fhe could bawl, with her
mouth wide open, and the tears running down her
cheeks. ““ I & mind it! I want to go, and can-
not bear to ftay at home!” You muyf# bear it (faid
her mamma) for you cannot go through the rain.
So pray don’t talk of not bearing it: fuch things
muyft be born when they happen, and guietly too:
fo I defire you will leave off crying, and be a
good girl, or I fhall not let you go out another
time when it is fine. See how good your fifter is !
Do you behave like her, and take off your bon-
net, and go to play, and amufe yourfelf {fome other
way. ¢ But I caznot amufe myfelf! (faid Pegoy
fobbing) I want to go to the dance, and nothing
elfe will amufe me!” And fo down fhe fat to
watch the rain; crying and fobbing all the time as
if fhe had been fadly hurt indeed. Her fifter tried
to comfort and pleafe her, by fhewing her all her
playthings, and talking to her. But Mifs Pegyey,
becaufe fhe could not fpend the afternoon as fhe
wifbed to do, feemed refolved not to be pleafed
with any thing. She would not play, fhe would
Rot work, fhe would not talk, the would not look

s at
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at pictures; in fhort the would do nothing, but
fet in an ill-humor, and grieve becaufe it rained.
At length, after the had {pent aboutan hour and
half in this ridiculous manner, Mr. Round ftopped
at the gate in his coach. Finding it did not look
as if it would leave off raining, he was come to
fetch the young ladies he faid, and fhould call and
take up a good many more in his way home. Mifs
Betfy fmiled, put away her doll, and her work, and
was ready in a moment to attend him. But Mifs
Peggy had put herfelf into fuch an ill-humor, and
had {o cried and roared, thatfhe was not fit to go
into company. She was therefore obliged to ftay
at home and fuftain the mortification of feeing the
coach, in which the might have gone, had the been
good, drive off without her. She now grew fo
noify, that we could bear her in the room nolonger;
fhe was therefore obliged to be turned out, and
fpend a miferable afternoon with her own ill-hu-
mors, inftead of enjoying the dance as fhe might
have done, had fhe governed her temper upon the
firk difappointment, as fhe undoubtedly ought,
And thus, my love, in every inftance through life,
we fhall always find it to be the fame. And a
circumftance which at firft is difagreeable to us, by
fretting and ill-nature, we fhall render almoft in-
fupportable:

LT
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LE 7 good-humor for ever then dwell in your
breaft,
Ard your conflant companion be found 3
For mifery certain awaits upon thof,
Who by fpleen and ill-nature are bound.

The heart difeomprfed, and by fretfulnefs fway'd,
Can never experience delight ;

For pleafure, at fight of morofenels withdraws,
And retires, with precipitate flight.

In wain we may wifb to recal to aur aid,
Gay pleafure, and every bright joy ;

Unlefs from our bofoms awe banifb thefe crimes,
Which the faireft of bleffings deftroy.

No pleafures, believe me, that wretch fball e
tafte,
No comfort bis bofom er find;
Who fuffers ill-temper to ruffle bis breaft,
Aud fretfulnels reign in his mind.

There, Harriot, I have again endeavoured to com-
ply with your defire, as I aflure you I always
with to do, in every refpett that lies within my
power. Your papa, fifter, and brother defire I
will not forget their loves to you, and affure you
that they much wifh to fee you, as does likewile

Your Afeitionate Mother,
M., SEAMORE.
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lifs SEaAMORE to Mrs. SzaMORE.

Hoxorep Mabawm,

F DON'T know how to make you underftand
how exceedingly obliged to you I am for your
kind pretty letters. I like reading them better
than any thing elfe: and I am fure, when my aunt
and I have finithed making a book of them; it will
be the clevereft book that ever was read. And I
think if all little girls had fuch a one, there would
not be fo many naughty children'as there are now ;
for I am fure théy will teach any body to be good.
T underftand what you fay about being ill-natused
and out of humor: and am conviticed that it would
not have been right, not to have given Mrs. Voke-
Jefs the direCtion. At firft I thought it would hava
been the beft way to have treated her ; but I fee
my miftake now you have to/d it me. Indeed i
find every day that you are much wifer than I am 3
for when I have fancied fomething to be very cles
ver, you foon make it appear quite -foolith, and
not fit to be done. 8o pray, Ma'am, don’t leave
off
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off writing to me, and telling me of all my mify
takes ; for you fay it is no harm to make a mif-
take, if I will but try to do better as foon as I
am told it is wrong. And that I affure you, T al-
ways will ; for I much wifh to be a wife and good
woman; and my aunt fays I fhall, if I mind all
that you fay to me. I have begun to work an
apron for my grandmamma ; it is a very pretty
pattern ; Mifs Locket drew it on purpofe for me,
She is very good-natured, and has given me a
great many paintings of her doing, and 2 work-
bag the has drawn upon white fattin. There is a
rofe-bud, an honeyfuckle, and a pink tied toge-
ther on one fide; and on the other a fprig of
laylock, You cannot think how pretty it looks;
but you will fee it when I come home. She fays
fhe will do one for my fifter. I fhall be glad
of that, for I like fhe fhould have every thing
the fame as I have. I fuppofe Bezfey will chufe
the flowers upon her’s fhould be all wall-flowers,
becaufe fhe is fo fond of them, Bnt fhe mult
fend word what fhe will like. For Mifs Locker {ays
fhe will do whatever fhe chufes. I have learned
thofe laft verfes you fent me by heart, as well
as the others, I like poetry very much indeed.
I fhould be much obliged to you, if you would
fend me as much as you can, whenever it {uits
you. And the hiftory you promifed to tell me,
about the perfon who found fault with her victuals,

till
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#ill fhe was quite unhappy. My aunt defires her
Tove to every body ; pray give mine to my fifter,
and Zom, 'and my duty to my Papa. And be-
lieve me to be, my deareft Madam,

Your moft dutiful Daughier,

HARRIOT SEAMORE:

Bt DT 0 Wil S ) Xk
Mrs. Seaiork to Mifs SEAMORE.

I AM well pleafed, my love, to find you
pay fo much regard to the advice I give you
in my letters ; and do not, like fome foolith chil=
dren, endeavour to conceal your own opinion, left
you fhould be convinced by thofe who are older,
that you have been in an error. Such praétice is the
moft ridiculous method of behaving in the world;
and the way always to continue in ignorance, and
thofe who do fo, know no better when they are
grown up, than whilft children. To miftake in
your judgment is, as you fay, at your time of life,
no erime at all. But it certamly is a very great
one, to be fo vain and felf-conceited, as to chufe to
continue in a miftake, rather than be told of it,
énd learn to retify and to form julter notions of

thi'ngs;
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things. If, for inftance, you had concealed your
fentiments relating to Mrs. Zokelefs, I could have
had no opportunity of convincing you of the im-
propriety of fuch behaviour : and then you would
have continued in the fame way of thinking, till
perhaps you would have perfuaded yourfelf that
“t was beft to behave crofly and ill-naturedly to
every body, who did not in all refpes att as they
pught to do. Whereas now, that you have freely
told me your thoughts, I likewife gave you my
opinion, and proved to you, how erroneous your
judgment was. And in ewery circumftance let me
beg of you, my dear child, always to open your
mind frankly to mes and depend upon it, I fhall
never chide you for any errors in your judgment,
provided you always endeavour to retify them when
told, and convinced of their folly. You fay, if
every child had my letters to read, they would
teach them to be good, and behave properly. What
effect they might have upon others I know not.
But you (for whom they are written) will, I hope,
firive to reap that advantage from them, Confi-
der, my love, if you think they are fufficient to
make others good, it is a fign you fee what I
write to be ju# and reafinable. T herefore you muft
endeavour to follow all my advice, and regulate
your conduét by it. If you do not, you will con-
demn yourfelf, and be naughtier than any other
child ; fince you have the advantage of reading

' “ what
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what you think muft fubdue naughtinefs in every.
one befide. And certain it is, that our wickednefs
increafes, in proportion as we are convinced of our
faults and do not forfake them. If I who write
thefe letters to you, pratice thofe crimes I con-
demn, 7z fin will undoubtedly be very great, for
doing what I am fo well convinced is wrong. And
if you who read thefe letters, follow not the ad-
vice given in them; your crime will likewife be
very great, for not doing what you are fatisfied is
right. And you will be much naughtier than thofe
children are, who behave, it may be, as bad; but
who have never been inftruted what is proper to
be done, or what actions ought to be avoided.
The inftance you defire me to give you relating to
having ‘too great a concern what our food fhall
confift of, may eafily be feen in Mrs. Collsp, the
happinefs of whofe life is really deftroyed, by her
unreafonable attention, and care to have her table
Aturnifhed ‘with every dainty in feafon, at leaft with
every difh to pleafe her own tafte. When fhe was
2 child, her parents ridiculoufly indulged her in all
little fancies relating to eating, Inftead of having the
breakfalt provided which was thought propereft for
her, fhe was confulted every mqrning what fhe would
¢hufe. Whether fhe would have her milk boiled or
cold ? Whether the bread fhould be fliced into
the bafon, or fhe break it in afterwards? Whether
fie chofe toaft, or bread and butter, or bifcuits,

or
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or cake ? In fhort fhe was fuffered to change her
breakfaft and fupper, every day according to her
liking. And at dinner time inftead of eating
what was given her, fhe was to chufe what fhe
fhould like beft to have. And fometimes when
there has been more things at table, than fhe
could poffibly partake of, fhe has been really
diftrefled to know which to determine upou.
Now I dare fay, your own fenfe will at once
convince you, of the great folly of permitting a
little child to be fo whimfical about food ; not
only as luxurious eating is moft dreadfully pre-
judicial to the health of the body, but likewife
as it miferably mifemploys the mind, by thinking
upon fuch unimproving fubjects. Mrs. Collop,
when a girl, employed her thoughts from the
moment fhe firt waked in the morning, {ettling
what breakfaft fhe fhould fix upon of all that were
offered to her choice. Anxd many times in the
day, did the fame unprofitable thought occupy her
mind, relating to her dinner and fupper. What
wonder then, my dear, that fhe fhould fail to im-
prove in wifdom, or ftore her heart with ufeful
leffons, how to behave upon every occafion in life,
if fhe wafted her time only in thinking about her
vittuals, The fame empty ufelefs thought, ap-
pears to be the chief of her ftudy at prefent.
And if fhe is difappointed of a dith fhe has be-
{poke, or if the cook through miftake, fpoils any

G that
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that are provided, fhe fiets, and grieves, as if the
greatelt of misfortunes had befallen her : neither
can fhe eat a mouthful, unlefs it is drefled .ex-
‘a€tly as fhe withes it, I dined with her one day -
when _thehfurloin of heef was rather over ro'aﬁed,
and a‘fine turkey boiled too little. Had you feen
her countenance, and heard her lamentations upon
the' occafion, you would have taought fhe had juf
received news of fome terrible afili¢tion. © And
though the moment before dinner came upon table,
the had obferved the fhould be very glad to fee
it, as the was remarkably hungry, fhe could not
perfuade herfelf to talte one mouthful: and fhe ap-
peaied not a little furprifed to fee me eat a very
hearty meal. She atked me if I Ljed my vituals
drefled in that manner ? Itold her no! I had 74.
ther not have it f{o ; but really though ¢t was not
in the higheft order that could be withed, yet I
fhould be very forry mot to be .able to eat my
dinner. I faid, for the fake of my friends, when
at my own houfe, I withed to fee things properly
drefled, and as #bey liked them; but for my own eating
I cared very little about it, as I did not regard
cating as one of the pleafures, but as a neceflary
means of preferving life. And provided I had
wholefome viftuals, I thought it of fmall confe-
quznce, whether it was rather more or lefs done’
than I liked it. She faid fhe was not of that opi-
nion, and it made her very uneafy, to fee viGuals
{fo fpolled; neither could fhe poflibly eat, unlefs it
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was well dreffed. It was not my place to find
faalt with her condu&. But upon my word I
_thought fhe well deferved to go without her din-
ner if fhe would not eat it. Nor could I pity
her, when in the afternoon fhe complained of
hunger, and a pain in her ftomach, owing ta want
of food. People who fuffer hunger through po-
verty and real want of victuals, deferve our ut-
moft compaffion, and demand every relief we can
poflibly beltow. But when their fufferings arife
merely from maggots, and over daintinefs, inftcad
of pitying, we can only defpife and condern them.
Indeed we may pity them for their folly, and fot
having been ({uffered when children, to indulge
fach humours, but on no other account can they
excite compaffion. To prove however what I faid,
that too great daintinefs relating to food creates
unhappinefs, Mrs. Collop gave a fhll farther proof.
For after having fpent rather a difagreeable time,
from dinner till tea, (upon account of the gnaw-
ing the faid fhe felt at her ftomach) to add to her dif-
trefs when tea arrived, there was no cream, and as fhe
don’t like milk, and never drinks tea without cream,
fhe could not (or rather awould not) touch a drop.
The boy with the muffins had forgot to call.
And neither toaft, or bread and butter does fhe
like! Cake fhe had in the houfe ; but it was too
fweet! So there was no one thing fhe chofe to eat.
And I do affure you, fhe was as thoroughly out

G2 of
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of temper, as ever I defire to fee afly body. At -
laft fhe eat one thin flice of bread and butter;
and grumbled the whole time, as if it had hurt
her fhockingly to bite it. The reft of the even-
ing fhe could neither think, or talk of any other
fubjedts but the difafters of the day. And when
I came away, I felt heartily thankful, that my pa-
rents had not fuffered me when young to think fo
much about my vicuals, but always made me eat
what they thought proper. After fuch an inftance
as this, my love, and many more of the fame nature
that are to be found in the world, you will not,
I hope, think any mamma blameable, for not fuf-
fering her children to be difficult about what they
€at or drink. There is {carcely, in my opinion, a
more delpicable chara@er, than that of either man,
or woman, who f{pends much time, thought, or
anxiety, upon what they fhall eat. Reafts, who have
no higher notions of duty than- to- follow their
appetites, may well be fuppcfed to fearch with dilj-
gence, after what kind of food befts fuits their
taftes. But for reafonable creatures, who have an
underﬂanding to improve, and many altive duties
to perform, for them to wafte their thoughts on
uch {ubjeds, is highly blameable indeed ; and moft
commonly meets with the abhorrence and contempt
of all beholders. Certain it 1s, that refpeéting
vittuals, as well “as eve'y other particular, there
is a proper as well as improper method of provid-

ing,
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ing, and drefling it. And every woman, let her
rank be what it will, ought not to be above
knowing when her table 1s properly covered. But
then her care on that head, fhould be for the fake
of her family and vifitors, and not merely to in-
dulge _her own tafte.- And though every miftrefs
of a houfe fhould endeavour to provide as genteelly
as ceconomy will permit, yet, to fpend the whole
of her thought, and attention, and much of her
time upon {uch a fubjett, fhews that her mind
muft be very empty indeed. And fhe had much
better apply to improving _and cultivating that,
than only preparing new dainties for her palate. I
once knew a lady, who fo much thought it her
proper bufinefs to underftand cookery, and fetting
out a table, that provided fhe was acquainted with
that, fhe regarded not her ignorance upon every
other fubje@. And I affure you, fhe had fo
totally negle&ed ewery other improvement, that with
biftory, even that of her own country, fhe was as
perfeltly ignorant as a child ; neither had fhe the
leaft notion of aftronomy: and as for common
arithmetic, fhe fcarcely could repeat the pence, or
multiplication tables. Yet fhe refted perfeitly fa-
tisfied in this defpicable ftate of ignoraﬁce, becaufe
fhe was thorough miftrefs of cookery and confeétio-
nary. Now, though I would (as I jult now faid)
with ~every woman to have fome knowledge of
{uch affairs; fill on no account, fhould her thoughts

T be
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be applied to fuch alone. Whoever lives in this
world, my dear, muft meet with many troubles.
And what comfort can that perfon find in afliltion,
who has never ftored her mind with more f{ubftan.
tial wifdom, than that of providing and drefling
victuals for the body? In the hour of ficknefs
the choiceft dainty becomes difguftful to us; and
then we fhall greatly ftand in need of fome better
refle(tion, than a receipt for a pudding to cheer
our {pirits, and make us bear our pains with pro-
per patience. In the time whilft we are in health
then, it is our duty to endeavour to get true and
fubftantial wifdom. To fpare no pains to acquire
an ufeful knowledge of fuch fubjets, as may iz-
Sfrudt, as well as amufe us, through every period
of our lives. For this reafon, when you read, or
hear accounts of peoples ations, you fhould en-
deavour to profit from it, by reflecting on  what
they have done. And if their behaviour has been
good and «wirtuous, you fhould remember it, and try
to behave as well, if ever you fhould be in the
fame kind of circumftances. On the contrary,
when they have fet 4ad and awicked examples, you
fhould obferve the evil confequences of fuch beha-
viour ; and refolve not to fuffer yourfelf to aét like
them. This, my Harrior, s the proper method
of enriching your own mind, by the afions of
others.  And thus you fhould conftantly do, if you
wifh to become a wife and good woman. Never

when
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when you read, do as filly children are apt to
do, only read the words asa mere #g/& which you
“muft go through, but ftrive to think of the fubject.
And if you do not perfectly underftand it, defire
an explanation from thofe older friends you are
with. I am fure there are none of your’s, my
love, but will rejoice at. finding you defirous of
paining wifdom, and with pleafure will explain
to you what you wifh to be made acquainted
with. Thus if there are any paflages in thefe letters,
you find you do not quite comprehend, beg the
favour of your aunt to explain them to you. And
in fhort, in every thing you do, always try to att
with reafon, and wnderftand what you are about.
So will your behaviour be fuch, as is becoming
a reafonablc being, who confiders that it 1is her
duty to behave as fuch, and not like the brutes, who
follow alone their own inclinations, without any
higher motive to guide and dire&t them. That
you, my beloved child, may at all times, in every
feafon of your life, hearken to the friendly voice
of inftrultion, and condu& yourfelf like a rational
creature, whom God hath bleffed with fenfe and
underftanding, is the fincere conftant prayer of

Your affeétionate Mother,

MARY SEAMORE:

3oty A
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Mifs SEAMORE to Mrs. SkAMORE.

Honorep Mapam,

¥ THINK Mss. Collpp very filly to fret {o much
i about her dinner ; and I do not now think it
was fo ill-natured as I did, in that lady who turned
her littfe boy out of the room about the milk and
water. For to be fure, if being indulged whilft
he 1s little would make him foolith, and unhappy
when he is a man, he had much better not. My
dear Mamma, you know I tell you every thing,
and all my faults, becaufe you very kindly teach me
how to behave better, and don’t fcold me. . And
fo I will tell you forﬁething that has happened
like Mrs. Collop. You know I always hive boiled
milk for breakfaft. But. one morning this week -
the cat got into the pantry, and lapped up a whole
pan full of milk, however there being a little eft
in the cream pot, though not enocugh to £ll my
bafon ; my aunt thought I had better have fome
water put to 1t, inftead of only having fo fmall a
quantity., But I don’t like milk and water half
fo well as all milk. So when I came to breakfaft,
I faid I did not like it. My aunt told me, the was
forry it happéned fo, but there was no more milk
in the houfe, and I muft either have that, or 20

without.
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without : fo I cried, becaufe I did not like it, nei-
i_ther did I like to go without, Then my aunt
faid, 1 was a naughty girl, and if I would not
eat that, I fhould have nothing elfe. And fhe
took it away from me; and would not let me
have any bread, or any thing; fo I went without
till twelve o’clock, and then I grew very bungry
indeed, and begged fhe would let me have {fome-
thing to eat. But fhe faid, if I would not firft
drink my milk I fhould have nothing. = So
I fud I would eat it, and then fhe gave it me
dire&ly, and when I came to eat it, I found it
not fo bad as I fancied it, My aunt talked to me
a great deal about being fo filly, and naughty.

 And I am very forry I have been fo, but indeed

I will not behave fo any more. When your let-
ter came I could not help thinking about it, and
wondering whether Mrs. Collop was fo hungry as
I was. If fhe had been, I think fhe would have
eat her dinner, though it was not quite fo right.
T 5m fure T don’tibelieve: T fhalliever rany more
ehufe to go without, rather than eat what there is,
And all the time I did, I was very unhappy, as
you fay ; and fhould have been much more com-
fortable if 1 had eat it at firft, and not cried and
fretted. about it. But I never will behave fo ri-
diculoufly for the future; {fo T hope you will not
be angry with me, for indeed I am very forry.

Mifs Locket waits to begin my fifter’s work-bag till
fhe
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fhe knows what flowers fhe will chufe.  So pray,
Ma’am don’t forget to, afk her; and fend word in
your next letter; which I hope is foon coming,
for I do much like to receive them: I wonder
whether you like mine a5 el as I do your’s!
If you do, T am fure Iam very glad to be ablé to
give you {o much entertainment ; and it is with
the greatelt pleafure, I fubferile niyfelf

Yeur dutiful Daunghier,
HARRIOT SEAMORE,

LETTERXIII.

Mrs. SEaMorE to Mifs Seanori,

/A ND fo my Hiprip wonders whether I ex-
perience equal pleafure with herfelf, from
receiving her letters, Yes, my.llove, I ‘affure you
the fatisfa@ion they afford me is wery fincere. And
with much delight it is that [ perufe the
thoughts, and fentiments of my dear girl de-=
livered in them. Your laft letter, though it cons
tained a more difagreeable fubjeét than any you
have before fent me; yet, atthe fame time, afforded
me much pleafure, from the honefty of the con-
feflion therein made. I am extremely forry you
have  {o difgraced yourfelf, and given your aunt
fo much caufe to think you was & naughty eirl,

But
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But I am pleafed to find you are {enfible of your
fault, and hope you will guard againft being guilty
in the lcalt degree of the fame error for the time
to come. If ever you find yourfelf inclining to
the like folly, I hope you will recolleét, how un-
happy you felt while you permitted yourfelf to
be difcompofed about it. And likewife reflet
upon the ridiculous condutt of Mrs. Collsp, and
carefully avoid imitating fo abfurd 2 charatter. At
the fame time, my dear, your own mifcondu&t in
the affair, fhould make you charitable in your con-
demnation of her : particularly as I tell you, fhe
was not reproved for it when fhe was young.
Every body fhould obferve the great difference
there is, between right and awrong altions ; and
fhould carefully endeavour to avoid doing what
they fee to be wrong in others. But though
they condemn the crimes, they thould pizy the * peo-
ple who commit them ; and be forry that they
have not learned to behave better. Adieu, my dear
child, I have not time to add more ; only Icould
not refrain from fending thefe few lines, to aflure
you, I do receive great pleafure from your epif-
tles ; and to commend you for the free confeffion
of your fault. Give my love to -your aunt, and
pray be careful to give her no more caufe to be
diffatisficd with your condué. I had again almoft
foroot to tell you that your filter is much obliged

to Mifs L ch for her kind offer of drawing her
work-
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bag, and begs the Aowers may be the fame as
your’s; with no other alteration, than that of three
butterflies flying, and two upon the honeyfuckle,
and a fnail upon the flalk of the laylock.  She

defires her duty to your aunt, her love to your-
felf, and I muft now fubferibe myfelf ‘

Your moft affectionate Mother,
MARY SEAMORE.

LR DR
Mifs Seamorg to Mrs. Scamors,

How~orEep Mapawm,

MISS Locket has began Betfey’s work-bag, and
done one of the butterflies. You can’t think

how pretty it is! It looks as if it was alive ! [
am fure fhe will like it! I wifh I could draw as
well as Mifs Locker ! My aunt is very fond of her ;
and the fays, fhe wifhes I may behave like her
when I am as old. She holds up her head very
well, and is very agreeable indeed, and extremely
good-natured. Don’t you think fhe is very kind
to paint us work-bags ? She is a great deal with
my aunt, and often reads to her. She has juft
been reading a book called Mrs, Chapone’s Letters,
I underftand fome of them: and my aunt fays,

when
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when Iam a little older fhe will give them to me.
I fhall be glad of that ; for I fhall like to have a
great many books. We went yefterday to Mrs.
Lou’s, and dined there. All the way going, one of
the horfes pranced, and went fo difagreeably you
can’t imagine. And fo he does, almoft -every
time we are in the chariot : and then the man
whips him, and he does put himfelf in fuch
a heat, and feems fo uncomfortable, I don’t like
to fee him! I wifh my aunt would part with him,
and buy another ! I am fure I would if he was
mine. I wonder fhe.does not; for fhe diflikes
to fee him whipped and do fo, as much as I
do, and yet fhe will keep him. I have faid all I
can to perfuade her to fell him, but fhe fays No!
for may be the fhould nct geta better. Fobn fays
he does not like to be rode, and that is the rea-
fon he plays fuch pranks : but whatever is the
veafon T know I don’t like fuch an uncomfortable
looking horfe. Mrs. Lout has two little boys, they
were both very good, and fpoke very pretty to
my aunt. One of them has a fore thumb ; he
burnt it roafting a chefnut. His mamma faid he
had no bufinefs to roaft, or eat them when roaft-
ed; and fhe hoped his thumb would make him
yemember, not to do fo any more. He coloured
when fhe faid fo, and looked as if he was athamed
of having burnt it in alting wrong. My aunt tells
me, this is the laft letter I fhall have time to write
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before I come home. I am very forry for that,
becaufe I like being here very much ; and befides,
I like to have your letters. But I want to fee
you and papa, and my fifter, and 7o too. I fhould
like, as I faid before, all to live together. I have
tried a great deal to perfuade my aunt to live
with us. But fhe fays, no, fhe can’t! though
I think fhe might, I am fure in my mind fhe
had much better ; I’am-forry this letter 1s fo fhort;
but as I am to come home foon, I cannot leave
my aunt any longer; but muft go and talk to her,
for we have not as yet half finithed what we have to
fay to each other ; therefore cannot ftay longer from
l_zer, but muft conclude by fubfcribing myfelf,

Your dutiful daughter, -
HARRIOT SEAMORE.

PR DG G ST B URR TR E XV.
Mrs. Szamore to Mifs SEAMORE.

NDEED, my dear, I agree with you, in think-
ing Mifs Locket extremely obliging, to take fo
much notice of you, and paint your work-bags.
I hope you do not forget to make proper acknow-
ledgements to her for her kindnefs, and tell her, how
much
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much you think yourfelf obliged by ker goodnefs. I
beg, likewife, you will prefent 7y compliments to her
and let her know, that I think myfelf much indebted
to her, for the notice fhe takes of my little girls.
And if Mr. and Mrs. Lecker could prevail upori
themfelves to part from her for a few weeks, I
fhould be extremely happy to return, as far as lay in
my power, the civility fhe has fhewn yoz. Now,
when you deliver this my meflage, don’t look down,
play with your fingers, and fpeak fo low that fhe
will not be able to hear you. But recolle& what
you are going' to fay, and fpeak up gracefully,
and like a lady. I know you will tell me you
can’t, for you are afbamed. But why, my love;
fhould you be athamed of doing what is right ?
Shame fhould alone accompany éad ations, and
not thofe which are praife worthy. To pay pro-
per compliments to people to whor. they are due,
can never be juft caufe of fhame ; though to omit
them niay indeed cover you with blafhes. I fhould be
very forty, to have my girls poflefs fuch an aflurance,
as to be able to engrofs the converfation to them-
felves in a large company of men and women.
But I would with them to have courage fufficient,
to fpeak with propriety when fpoken to, and mo-
deflly pay civility to every one. With your aunt
you can converfe with the greateft freedom, and un-
refervednefs, upon every fubje@ that prefents itfelf
to your mind:  And yet I much doubt whether,

H 2 when
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when you begin to thank her for the great care
and trouble fhe has taken with you, during your
vifit, you will not hang your head, and mutter fo
faft and low, that fhe will not be able to under-
ftand you. ButI hope you will endeavour to do
otherways; and whatever you may chufe to fay for
yourfelf, I defire you will inform her, that I reckon
myfelf greatly obliged by the care and attention
fhe has thewn you. You cannot think of what
waft advantage you will find it, all through life,
to be able to fpeak with grace, eafe, and propriety,
upon every fit occafion. Strive therefore, my dear,
to overcome fuch foolifh, mifplaced thame; and ne-
ver,” whilfl you are {enfible you are doing what is
right and proper, ‘let falfe bafhfulnefs make you
feel aukward and wuneafy. 1 perfeCtly well know
the tricks you fpeak of, belonging to your aunt’s
horfe; and hav~ often been in the carriage when he
has pranced, and fretted, the whole time of be-
ing out. I don’t know whether the fame thought
prefented itfelf to your mind, as does to mine
upon fuch occafion ; but it always appeared to me
as an exatt emblem of thofe amongft the human
{pecies, who, if they meet with any circumftance
difagreeable to them, fuffer themfelves to fret, and
be fo thoroughly difcompofed, that they totally lofe
every degree of happinefs they might enjoy. And
after all their ill humors, they cannot remove or
alter what opprefles them ; any more than the

horfe,
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horfe, by his prancing and toffing his head, can
rid himfelf either of his rider, or harnefs. How
much more wifely therefore would they ad, if like
the other horfe, they would quietly {ubmit to evils
they cannot avoid. I fuppofe Puppet no more likes
to be harnefled, and draw the carriage, than Fum-
per: and yet, by yielding to his fate with gentle-
nefs and meeknefs, he avoids all thofe blows, heat,
and uneafinefs, which Fumper occafions himfelf to
to fuffer. And fo in our own lives, we fhall ever
find, that every degree of trouble, let it arife
from what caufe it may, will always be increafed
in proportion as we fret, and put ourfelves out of
temper. DI’ll humor and fretfulnefs never can ferve
to any other purpofe, but to make people very
wicked, unhappy to themfelves, and a trouble to
every body about them. You fay one reafon for
which you are forry to return home, is; that you
thall lofe my letters. I dare fay if you was to
beg the favor of your aunt, fhe would fupply that
deficiency, by writing to you inftead ; and as her ad-
vice is always as good as mine, you might conti:
nue to add to your book, by fewing in all fhe will
be {fo obliging as to fend you. Suppofe you was
to {fpeak to her upon the fubje&! I don’t think fhe
would deny your requeft ; and then that motive of
your uneafinefs, will be totally removed. I with
the heavier one of parting with your aunt could be
as eafily obviated, and that fhe could return with

Gog you;
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you ; but that I fear' will not be in her power. It
is a neceffary evil attending our love of friends,
that we muft fuffer pain when feparated from them,
in proportion to the pleafure we find in their com-
pany. 'But as it is a meceffary ewil, we muft fub-
mit to it patiently, and be thankful for the time
we do fee them, and hope it will not be long be-
fore we again enjoy that pleafure. In hopes of
foon experiencing that happinefs, in the company
of my beloved Harricr, 1 fubfcribe myfelf, wich
the ftrongeft affection,

Your indulgent Mother,

MARY SEAMORE.

DIALOGUE



DIALOGUE I,

MAMMA and HARRIOT.

Harrior.
WISH I could paint as well as Mifs Locket !
If T could, I fhould like to paint a muff, and
and give it to_ her !

Mamma. But though my dear you cannot paint,
you can aork. Suppofe you was to make a huf-
wife of that piece of pink fattin your uncle gave
you, and flitch it very neatly with white filk, and then
prefent that to Mifs Locker 3 1 dare fay the would
be kind enough to accept it: and I fhould like
you to make her fome little acknowledgement for
her great civility to you. Don’t you think, Has-
rist, you could make a hufwife?

Harrior. Yes, Ma’am, but I am almoft afraid
I fhould not be able to do it neat enough.

Mamma., Why fhould you be afraid of that my
love? You can ftitch, I am {fure, very well when
you take pains; therefore you need not have any
apprehenfions of that kind. Though, if you fuffer
- yourfelf to work fo unneat as that doll’s apron I
faw to-day, I don’t know what to fay to it. You
will foon forget to work avel, if you cobble at
that rate,

Harrior.
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‘Harr1or. O! I can work better than that !
But that was only for my doll. I was in a hur-
1y, and fo I thought it was not worth while tak-
ing more pains, as it did not fignify.

Mamma. How do you mean, Harrior, it did
not /fignify 2 Every thing fignifies fo thuch as to
be done well. I fuppofe, if your own cloaths, or
any body’s elfe, were made in that flight manner, it
would not much JSignify 5 that is, they would not hurt
them, and would equally cover, and keep them
warm ; but they would prove the maker of them to
be a moft wretched work-woman. And would look
very ugly, untidy, and unnear, I confefs, for my
own part, I fhould be forry any body fhould fee
fuch work of mine upon any thing. I fhould be
afraid people would think I did not Anow Aow it
ought to be done, as they certainly would conclude, I
never could have fuffered fuch work to go, had I
been capable of doing better. Befides, my dear,
though the work was never to-be feen by any
body, it is a very filly way to accuftom yourfelf to
fuch a method of flighting it.  You cannot imagine
how foon you would JSorget how to ufe your needle;
at leaft, would not be able to work well without
much more pains and trouble than you would have,
by always habituating yourfelf to do your dejt.
The only way to arrive at perfetion in awy thing,
is conflantly to endeavour to do every thing in the
bef manner you poflibly can; and never negled

taking
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taking pains, under that idle notion, fthat trifiing
things are of no confequence, and dor’t fignify. Where-
as in truth, every altion of our lives, fignifies enough
to be performed as awe// as we can. And by con-
ftantly ufing ourfelves to a right method of alting,
we fhall find it juft as eafy to do every thing well,
as bad.

Harrror. Fut furely, Ma’am, dolls cloaths are
~mnot of fo much confequence as other things are ;
and we peed not take pains to do every thing
equally neat, whether they are to be feen or not.
If you was heming a dufter, fhould you take the
fame care as you do heming that rufflc for my papa’s
fhirt ?

Mamma. Certainly not. If I was to take as
fmall ftitches upon that, as upon this ruffle, they
would not hold it together. But though I took
larger ftitches, I would not make them longer than
neceflary. I would endeavour to do it as well as
that fort of work could be done, I don’t like to
fee any thing performed wrong. Befides, as I faid
before, fuppofing it was of no other confequence,
yet I would not work bad, for fear I fhould get
into a habit of doing fo, and not being able to a-
void it when I withed for it, without being obliged
to take peculiar care and caution.

Harrior. Very well, Ma’am, I will remember
what you fay, and do better another time.

Mamma,



94 )

Mavma, I dare fay you will; my dear; for
you are a good girl; and always endeavour to do
as youare advifed, which gives me great pleafure ;
asit is the moft certain means, of becoming a good
and fenfible woman. T fhould be very {orry to
have you argue in the filly: ridiculous way Mifs
Willftrong does. :

Harrior, Pray,. Ma’am, how is that ?

Mamma. Why the never will Be perfuaded; to
do any thing fhe don’t happen to like, nor will
fhe believe that her mamma is wifer, and knows
better than herfelf: the confequence of which is,
the is always making blunders and miftakes; and
will when fhe grows up continue to do fo: for
age will not add to her wifdom, unlefs fhe will be
humble enough to be taught what is right and
wrong, I will give you an inftance of her folly,
which happened the other evening when I was
there. Her mamma had been fo obliging as to
give her fome nice fine dimity~to make her doll a
petticoat, and a long cloak ; which Mrs. Willftrong
offered to cut out for her. But fhe refufed, fay-
ing, fhe could fhape them kerfelf, Her mamma then
defired that fhe would let her fhew her the right
Way to cut them. But the faid no, fhe could tell
how, without being fhewn. She therefore would
cut them according to her own fancy 5 though
her mamma told her all the time fhe was do-
ing wrong, and would fpoil them, But fhe

thought
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- thought herfelf too wife to be informed.  And
how do you think fhe cut them at laft ?

Harrior. I cannot fay ! Pray, Ma’am, how
did fhe ?

Mamma. I will tell you how fhe did. ‘Inftead
of cutting the petticoat the fame width at top,
as at the bottom ; and then plaiting it into a bind-
ing, the took a fquare piece of dimity, and cut a
round hole in the middle of it for the waift.
After the had done it fhe found her miftake ; but
flill was too filly to own her fault, and amend.
For though fhe cried about fpoiling the petticoat,
fhe would not be taught how to do the cloak ;
but floped that away to the fize of the doll’s necl .
and fo {fpoiled that likewife. Then fhe cried, and
wanted more ; but her mamma had no more for
her ; and told her, if fhe had, the would not give it
to her, to be fo wafted. I faid, that I hoped an-
other time, fhe would not refufe taking advice ;
but would remember her mamma knéw what
wes  beft. But for all fhe had jult experienced
the folly of being fo obftinate, fhe told me, fhe
fhould #oz, for fhe kneaw how to do things awithout
being taught. 1 was quite furprifed to hear her
talk fo ridiculoufly, and was aftonifhed at her be-
haviour., Afterwards fhe wanted fome plumb-cake
that was in the room. Her mamma advifed her
net to eat it, as it would certainly make her teeth
ache, being exceeding fweet; and every thing that

was
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was fo, always had that effe®@ upon them.
But again fhe fancied fhe knew beft what was
proper, and faid, fhe was /fure it would not make
her tooth ache; and if it did, fhe thould not care,
or mind it. Mrs. #7//frong then faid fhe wondered
how fhe could be fo filly, when the muft remem-
ber that it always did; and that when it ached, it
was fo bad the could not Aelp minding it. Still,
however, Mifs perfilted in being confident it would
not hurt her ; fo the took a large flice, which
fhe had fcarely done eating, before her tooth be-
gan to ache very bad indeed ; aad fhe cried as
loud as fhe could. Again I endeavoured to per-
fuade her to learn experience, and remember how
much better her mamma knew than herfelf., But
the fll perfited in her foolifh method of arguing,
and infifted upon it, that fhe knew as well as her
mamma, or any body elle, what was proper for
her. '

Harrior. What do you think, Ma’am, will
be the confequence of her behaviour ?

Mamuma. I think, my dear, fhe will ridiculoufly
continue to follow her own inclinations, and re-
fufe taking the advice of her elder friends, till
fhe makes herfelf not only appear foolifh, but be-
comes quite miferable. And when fhe has plunged
herfelf into dreadful trouble, and paft the beft
time of her life without learning so grow wife;
fhe will with, when it is too late, that fhe had
behaved in a different manner.
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MAMMA, HARRIOT,and BETSY.

Bersy.
THINK my cap is much prettier than your’s,
fifter !

Harrior. Indeed I am not of that of opinion,
for I like my own much better. I am fure the rib-
bon is a much brighter colour. Your’s looks asif
it was faded.

Bexsy. I don’t think it does at all;: it'iis a
paler pink, but I don’t like fuch a deep red as
your’s : befides, my border is plaited neater than
your’s : fee what large plaits, and puffs your’s has.
It don’t look half fo neat and pretty asmine !

Harrror. I think it looks much prettier. I
am {ure the border is fuller, and wider too; and a
much handfomer lace. Your’s is only a common net,
with a common edge ; mine has a much thicker
edge.

Bersy. And for that very reafon, I don’t like
it. Mine looks much lighter ; your’sis fo heavy
and clumfy. I am fure mine is beft!

Harrior. Well, I cannot think fo. You may
be partial to your own, but mine cerzainly is the

I handfomeft;
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handfomeft; and fo every body would fay, I am
fure. :
Betsy. And you, Harriot, may be partial to
JYour own, but I know mize is beft, and much
genteelelt ; and fo every body would fay, 7 am
{ure.

Mamma. I have fat fill to hear what it was
you were both going to fay. But fince I find,
that you are abfolutely beginning to ' quarrel about
fo foolith a fubje&t as your caps, I muft interfere,
and beg there may no more be faid about them,
by either of you. Surely, my dears, you muft
moft ftrangely have forgot yourfelves, fo eagerly to
difpute whofe ¢ap is the prettieR! I fhould have
hoped that you both had more fenfe, than to have
thought upon fuch infignificant trifles; much lefs
could I have fuppofed, that you would have en-
tered into fuch ridiculous debates.

Bersy. Pray, Mamma, which do you think the
prettieft ? -

Mamma. Indeed I never thought about it, I
faw they both looked c/ean, and tidy, and that was
all T withed them to do, or cared about,

Harrior. But don’t you think mine is?

Mawmma. Really, Harrist, I do ‘not: nor do I
know which I do. But fuppofing that I was to
prefer one more than another, it would not there.
fore follow, that tbat muft be -the prettieft in other
peoples opinion. Any thing which fo entirely de-

| ' pends
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Pends upon fancy, cannot be determined by any one
perfon’s tafte.  And as for your being fure, that every
body would like Jour’s belt ; and Berfy being fure,
that every body would like ker’s beft; Ican affure
you; that both are miftaken; and no doubt fome,
would like the one, and fome would like the other .
beft. How very abfurd therefore it is to difpute
about them, But allowing that one was fo far
preferable to the other, as to admit of no com-
parifon ; flill can any thing be more ridiculous,
than for two perfons, two reafonable creatures, two
fifters, who ought to love one another, to difa-
gree about fuch 2 triffe as a cap? O fie upon
it ! I could not have “fufpected you would have
been guilty of fuch a faule, Indeed, my dears, I
had a much better opinion of you; I thought you
both had more {enfe, and better tempers than to
be difturbed upon fo fimple an affair. Suppofe,
Harriot, Betfps cap had been much the beft in
every refpe®, what hurt could that poflibly have
done you? Indeed I fhould have thought it would
have been 4etter for you, as you would have had
the advantage of feeing it on her head, whereas,
you cannot fee it when placed on your own:
And Pray, Betfy, if Harrier’s cap, had been handfomer
than your’s, what trouble could that occafion to
you, or why fhould you diflike to acknowledge
it ?

Iz Bersy.
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Bersy. I don’t know, only I like my things
fhould be as pretty as my fifter’s.

Mamma. That 1s, you like to have your
things pretty, rather than ugly. But fuppofing,
your’s muft neceflarily be ugly, why then, fhould
you diflike yourfilter’s fhould be pretty? Her’s
being ugly would not make your’s the better !
And if your’s were bad, why fhould you want
her’s to be fo likewife? Is that being kind ? Is
that being good-natured ? Or is it any proof of
your love to her? Suppofe you was to be fick,
‘and not able to walk, and play about; would
you for that reafon with Harriot to be fick too,
and fuffer equal pain with yourfelf ?

Bersy. No, that I fhould not!

Mamma. Why then, in any refped, fhould
you wifh her to feel any inconvenience (though ever
fo fmall) becaufe you do? Why fthould yox, I fay,
Harriot, for 1 {peak to both of vou?

Harrior. I don’t with her to fuffer any in-
convenience. only I don’t like her cloaths fhould
be better than mine.

Mamma. You don’t like it! That is a very
foolifh manner of arguing; to give no better rea-
fon than, you don’t Jike it. To feel uneafy at fee-
ing other pe0plc fuperior to ourfelves, difcovers a
very mean and ungenerous {pirit. . We ought always
to endeavour to be as perfe& as we can; and re-
joice when we fee greater degrees of it poffefled by

others.
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others. To endeavour to excel in goodnefi, and
wifdom, 1s a laudable ambition; but nothing can
difcover a more narrow, fordid mind, thsn to flrive
to reprefent thofe who cut do us, as being no bet-
ter than ourfelves. We may admire theéir accom-
plihments, and try to copy them; but we muft
not with to make ourfelves equal to them; by de-
grading them down to a level with our imperfee-
tions. To aim at excelling in goodnefs and awifdom,
as I faid before, is laudable, and praife-worthy :
but to be folicitous and ambitious to have as
fine cloaths, and fine things as we fee others
have, is a fure fign of an empsy, unimproved mind :
for a perfon of a good, and right underftanding,
will always confider thofe things in the proper
light; and will remember, that the intent of
cloaths is for the fake of decency, and to defend
us from the inclemency of the feafons: and the
whole ufe of their being made of various materials,
is, to diftinguith the different ranks amongft man-
kind. Nothing therefore can be more abfurd, than
that ridiculous cuffom fome people run into, of
drefling finer, and more expenfively, than is fuita-
ble to their circumftances. And what is exceeding
proper for one perfon, is very mifbecoming in
another of lower rank and fortune. Was I to
drefs with all the elegance of lady Plumb, inftead
of meeting with the approbation of my acquaint-
ance for my good tafte in my cloaths, they would

jidic) moft
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moft juftly defpife me, and conclude that I had not
{enfe or underftanding, to difcern between what was
right, or what improper. Every body, according to
the ftation they are in, fhould always regulate their
drefs: and whether their cloaths are fine and ele-
gant, or coarfe and plain as poffible, fhould con-
ftantly maintain a perfet neatnefs and cleanlinefs of
perfon.  For being {laternly, ragged, and dirty,
we may juftly condemn people ; but not becaufe
their apparel is lefs pretty than others, or not
ornamented according to our liking.

Bersy. Then I am fure we muft condemn that
woman who was here yelterday ; for fhe was ragged
and dirty enough.

Maimma. Not fo either, my dear; for it might
be almoft impoffible for her to be otherways. Her
extreme , poverty muft greatly plead her excufe.
Her hands and face appeared clean, but as for
her garments, when you confider, that fhe had none
others than thofe on her back, and many children
to nurfe, and take care of, it was not in her power
to appear better than fhe did. And fuch cafes
always demand our pity, inftead of our condemna-
tion. When therefore I fay, every body is obliged
to be clean and tidy, I only mean thofe who have
cloaths fuflicient to enable them to be fo. And
that every body has, who is raifed above fuch ex-
treme poverty. But if it difcovers a wrong turn

of
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- of mind, to drefs finer than we ought, what muft
we think of thofe people who can fo degrade their
nature, as to guarrel and difpute about their cloaths,
as if it was of any real confequence whofe were
the prettieft? Or as if people imagined they were
in the leaft degree bétter, or more deferving, for
the gowns they put upon their backs. Cloaths
are for the convenience of our dodics; but as the
adorning of our minds is of infinitely greater im-
portance, we fhould for zbem entertain the higheft
regard.  Nor is it of any confequence whofe caps,
or whofe filks are beft; but it is of infinite con-
cern, who behaves, and governs their tempers and
minds the beft ! Whereas, to beftow much care,
and pay much attention to your raiment, is as if
you thought the ornaments of the body of more
worth and importance, than .the proper cultivation
of the foul. Such a method of judging however, is
very erroncous indeed. Man is the nobleft creature
in the whole world. But then it is upon account
of the immortal foul, and not for any fuperiority
of body he poflefles either in ftrength or beauty ;
for numbers of the irrational creatures far excel
him in both. For the fake of the dignity of hu-
man nature, therefore, my dear children, never con-
cern yourfelves 5 much more never guarrel about fuch
infignificant fubjetts as that of drgs.  But if you
find any inclinations of that kind rife in your minds,

reflet
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refle&t that it is fuperiority of goodnefs and wirsus
alone, that can make one perfon any ways better
than another. And as for the JSineft and  richeft
of your garments, they were either the cloath-
ing of the tfheep, or the filk-worm, before they
were manufactured into raiment for you. In any
kind of dignity therefore, which cloaths can pofii-
bly beflow, you muft allow that fheep and filk-
worms as far exceed you, as the owner of orna-
ments does any one who only borrows them. When
therefore you confider that to fuch animals as beafts
and worms, you owe your fineft cloaths, I think
you will fubdue your vanity, and blufh at the thought
of fuppofing they can any ways add to the honor of
@ reafonable creature, an immortal Joul. I will teach
you a few lines I once read upon the fubjec, which
by imprinting on your memories, may help to
conquer fo foolith and mifplaced a vanity.

§ it in cloaths then to- impart,
Honour, or goodnefs to the hoars 2
Can raiment e be thought to raife
Our virtue, or #o merit praife ?
And virtue is nlone the way,
True dignity ae can difplay.
In wain ave fumptuous drefs may ewear,
Unlefs our minds are awatch’d «with care, -
Mere outward ornaments alone,
Car xever make cur wvorth be kncavn s

W : Foy

——nen T :Qm ~e

S w—



¢ 195 )
For fheep, and worms, hawe long before,
The wery Jelf-fame raiment wore :
And if we don’t each vice Jubdue,
We better had been filk-worms too.
The harmlefs fbeep, whofe back [upplies
The awcol, that takes a thoufand dies ;
Far, far furpaffes buman kind,
Unlefs they cultivate the mind.
Let none then boaf?, or €er [uppofe,
They owe their dignity to cloaths,
By purity of heart alone,
Qur aworth, and dignity are [bewn :
And the poor wretch in tatters drefi'd,
Who has an honeft, faithful breaf?,
Doth more in real greatnefs fhine,
Than thofe whofe drefs is Eer fo fine;
If to their finery, they add,
Either in word, or deed awbat’s bad.
Soon as our cloaths our thoughts employ,
And drels, and thew become our joy,
That moment we ourfelves debafe,
And caff a fbame on human race.

Harrior. Is that all, Ma’am ?

Mauma. Yes, my dear. And I wifh you
both would learn it perfetly by heart : it may
often be of fervice to you: you will not be long
learning it. I am going up ftairs and will write

the
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the lines down for you. And I wifh, Harriot, you

would write to your aunt this morning, you know
fhe defired you foon would, ‘

Harrior, Yes, Ma’am, I will g0 and begin 2

letter dire@tly, and bring it to fhew you when I
have done.

DIALOGUE



{ ‘107)

I Sl g WG Ay

From Mifs Seamors to Mrs. BARTLATE!

HowrorEeDp Mapawm,

M Y mamma fays, in this ﬁrﬁ letter I write to -
you, after my return home, I ought’ to

make my acknowledgements to you, and thank you
for your kindnefs to me, all the time I was with
you. And indeed, Ma’am, I am much obliged
to you, for the care and trouble you had with
- me. I fhould like to vifit you ag m, )
could but take my mamma, and papa, and bro-
ther, and fifter with me; but I don’t want to
~ leave them, and I am fure I don’t like to be abfent ’
from you. I with you would let me perfuade you

to come and live with us: and I can fee no rea.
fon why you thould not: our houfe is large
enough to hold you, and you fay you love us all
very dearly, fo why will you not? My fifter is
much obliged to you for the chairs and table
‘you was fo kind as to fend her; and fhe likeg
my tea-things vaftly : 7oz faid, when I gave him
“the cart, I love my  aunt Bartlate dearly ! T wifly
fhe was here ! I would kifs her swenty times for -
A . i * A . ! . itg
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it! And he calls it the Bartlatefoire awaggon.
My mamma fays, that is nonfenfe, for there is no
fuch a place as Bartlatefbire, and wanted to perfuade
him to call it the Berkfbire, or Bedfordfbire waggon.
But he will not: he fayé there is a Bartlate dunt,
if there is not a Bartlate county, and fo it fball
be a Bartlatefbire waggon. Pray, Ma’am, does
Mifs Locker come fo often to fee you as fhe did?
When fhe does, don’t forget to tell her, that my
fifter and I are much obliged to her for the work-
bags. Befy fays, the likes her’s better than any
the ever faw: only fhe wifhes fhe had had more
butterflies put in it. Mifs Monk is painting one
for her mamma; but it will not look half fo
pretty as thofe Mifs Locker does: and my mamma
fays, the does not draw well at all. Not well
enough as yet, fhe thinks, to paint upon filk with
colours. I have juft began to read the hiftory of
England. 1 like fome of it very well ; but there
is fo much I cannot underftand, that my mamma
fays I fhall not go on with it at prefent ; but leave
it for two or three years, when fhe thinks I fhall
enjoy it better. My papa has given me a new
book fince I came home, called Mentoria: it is
very entertaining, and there is a great deal to be
learnt from it. It isin dialogues, between a go-
vernefs and two young ladies fhe hath the care of,
and their brother. I think you had better read
it, for it is very pretty, I hope when I am a

woman
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woman I fhall have a great many books, for I love
reading, and if I could help it, I would never
do a flitch of work, You cannot think how tired
I am of my grandmamma’s apron. I fhould be
much obliged to you, if you would fend me the
pattern of thofe fhoes you faid you would give me:
and the pattern of the robbins, for I want to begin
them very much. O dear! Mr. Qui// is juft come ;
fo T muft leave writing to you, and go and write
with him, which I do not like half fo well ; bat
I muff go, therefore now conclude myfelf,

Your dutiful Niece,

HARRIOT SEAM ORE.

Lo B S Rk N

Mrs. BarTiLAaTE to Mifs SEAMORE.

X0 much do I value the performances of my
b dear Harrict, that 1 believe I fhall follow your
example, and make a book of your letters, in
the fame way you did of your mamma’s; for I
hope to receive a great many of them, and fhould
be very forry to have any loft or torn. So you
- fhill continue to wonder that I will j not come
and take up my abode with you. Don’t you re-
member, I told you it was impoflible, as I have

4 much
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much bufinefs at this part of the world, which
I could not execute fo properly at a diftance as
upon the fpot. I can moft heartily join with you
in wifhing that it was poflible to be more toge-
ther ; but as it is not, I endeavour to be contented
with my ftate, and take great pleafure in the thought
of frequently hearing from you, now that you are
old enough to write, and acquaint me with all
that paffes. Mifs Locket was here when your letter
arrived ; which I read to her ; and fhe defires your
fiter will fend back the work-bag, and fhe will add
as many more butterflies as fhe pleafes, or as the
filk will hold, if fhe fhould like that. I think fhe
is. exceedingly obliging and civil. You fee, my
dear, how ftrikingly agreeable fhe appears, upon
account of her polite and kind behaviour. Every
body loves her; every body admires her; and
gladly would they do any thing in their power to
render her happy. At prefent I believe fhe is as
much fo as any body in this world can be; and
was any misfortune to befal her, I doubt not, but
as fhe is fo good a girl, that fhe would try to

bear it with patience, and as fhe ought. She

would recollet that this world is not the ozly place
for which we were made; but that we are pafling
to another. And provided we do our duty here,
and behave as we ought, that orher will be far
happier, than we now can either fancy or fuppofe.

1n fhort, I never faw any perfon I could fo much

wifh

|
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wifh to recommend to your imitation, in mind and
manners, as Mifs Locket. Always chearful and good-
humoured, without being troublefome, filly, or
noify ; civil and complaifant, without the leaft de-
gree of affeftation. Fond of reading and writing,
and every mental qualification ; without negle&ing
the neceflary and ornamental employments requifite
for the body. But you have already feen her, and
admire her as much as I do. I need not there-
fore endeavour to defcribe her to you, or now of-
fer her as a pattern to you, haying already re-
peatedly done that, whilft I had the pleafure of your
company. I certainly will read the book you re-
commend to my perufal. You tell me there are
many things to be learnt from it. Never, I hope,
fhall I fancy myfelf too wife to receive inftruction ;
for no greater proof of folly can we poflibly dif-
cover, than to refufe being taught; or fancy that
we know enough. The whole that makes old
people wifer than children, is, their having lived
longer, and had more opportunities of learning and
gaining knowledge. But if at any age we ima-
gine we require no farther improvement, we fadly
deceive ourfelves, and take the moft dire& way to
continue ignorant of things we ought to know, I
much applaud your love of reading ; as that is the
likelieft way of obtaining wifdom and knowledge ;
provided your books are fuch as are well chofen,
and recommended to you by your older fiiends.

K 2 But
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But I don’t think, my love, you will in any of
them find, that total negle&t of the needle propofed
as a2 proper plan for women to purfue, which you
feem to look upon as the moft enviable ftate. I
acknowledge that reading, and the improvement
of our minds, demand our fr# and greateff care.
But a proper attention to that, by no means ex-
cludes the numberlefs »/efu/ employments of a wo-
man in the domeftic line. And an utter abhor-
rence of all kind of houfewifry, and needle-work,
would prove too evidently, that your reading had
been to little: purpofe, if it had not taught you to
fubmit with pleajure to thofe lefs entertaining, but
abfolusely necefflary employments, fo proper for your
fex and ftation. Indeed I know not any ffation (how-
ever exalted) that can pofiibly exempt a woman at all
times from the employment of needle-work. The
ftrongeft mind will not always bear to be upon the
ftretch ; and uninterrupted ftudy would fupify; inftead
of enlighter the underftanding. Befides, reading, in
common requires that we thould be in private; at leaft
it is utterly incompatible with a mixed fociety : and
there are many hours in our lives when it may
be impofiible to purfue that employment, and yet
thameful to wafte them in idlenefs, At fuch times,
furely thofe occupations which no ways interrapt
converfation, fhould be embraced with pleafure ;
and we fhould be thankful that our bufinefs and
amufement may thus' be purfued together. « It is

an
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an old obfervation, that ¢¢ Idlenefs is the mother
of mifchief.” That is, it is the author and pro- -
moter of it, which moft undoubtedly is true. For
as we are by nature formed for altivity, thofe
perfons who have no proper bufinefs to employ
and amufe them, will in all probability fall into
mifchief. As you did, you know, my love, when
you ftood and cut my thread to pieces, merely
for want of thought, and becaufe your hands were
not otherways employed : which had they been,
you would have found no temptation to mif-
chief. There are fome filly girls, who I know
think «work below their dignity, and only fit for
thofe of lower ftation. But if they would reflet,
that the motft illuftrious female, of higheft rank in
this nation, condefcends to think it no degradation
to her dignity, to employ fome of her time in that
manner ; they furely would blufh at eatertaining fo
empty and vain a thought. You will, I {uppofe,
be at no lofs to difcover, that the perfon I mean
to allude to, is our prefent moft amiable Queen,
whofe virtues, good fenfe, and fweetnels of man-
rers, have rendered her the love and admiration
of all her fubjets; and whofe name will be hand-
ed down with reverence, as long as Britain fhall
continue to flourifh. After fuch an exalted exam-
ple as is that of her Majelty, I think none of
her f{ubjects need be afthamed of being perfet

milt-efles of the needle. But allowing that fome
K3 flations
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ftations fland not much in need of fuch employ-
ment, either by way of amufement or bufinefs, yet
in the mediocrity of life, in which you, my dear,
are placed, it is an abfolute requifite ; and with=
out being thoroushly acquainted with fuch domeftic
labours, (whatever your knowledge and learning
may be) you never can be qualified to fill with
propricty any ftage of life. Let me, therefore,
my dear Harrior, prevail upon you, never to give
way to, or encourage a difiike to work; on the
contrary, endeaveur to grow fo fond of it, as with
pleafire to do as much as is neceflary 5 though with -
far greater pleafure you find thofe hours pafs which
are dedicated to your books. As the right im-
provement’ of the mind is certainly more impor-
tant than the decorations of the body, fo I would
always wifh, that the cultivation of that fhould
claim a very principle part of your time. And
forry am I, when I find women, who have not fa-
milies, the care of which neceffarily employs thofe
who have, that can prefer pafling the whole day,
either in idlenefs, diffipation, or even works of fancy,
rather than dedicate any fhare of it to the acquir-
ing of real and important knowledge, by reading
of inftru&tive books. When therefore I recommend
‘needle-work as a neceflary obje&t of your regard,
I by no means would be underftood, to 4ifcourage
your love of reading. On the contrary, I moft
earneftly wifh you to purfue it with unwearied dili-

gcn’ce,
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gence, as the beft means of floring ‘your mind
with fuch proper refleions, as will through every
period of your life, be able to afford you true fa-

fhould be engaged in fuch aive {cenes, as not to
enjoy leifure fufficient to p-oceed with your fadies,
Adieu, my dear girl ! You will, 1 dare fay, en-
deavour to follow the advice I have given you,
convinced that it proceeds from my anxious regard
for you, and that no one can more ardently wifh
to behold you good and happy, than dees,

Your moft affeitionate Aunt,

MARTHA BARTLATE,

L, ok s T SR S R v o Ve

Mrs. BarTraTe to Mifs SEaMORE.

WITHOUT waiting for your anfwer to m-y

laft, I have again taken up my pen, to

purfue the fubjett of that a little longer, fo far
as relates to your needle-work. The patterns you
defired T would fend you, I fhall inclofe in this 3
to convince you, how ready I am to comply with all
your wifhes, fo far as lays within my power. But
with them I cannot omit a word- or two of ad»
vice : which is, I fhould think you had much bet-
ter not begin either the fhoes or rufiles, till you
have
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have finithed your grandmamma’s apron. You like
not work, you fay. Why then fhould you engage
in fo much at once ? By being over-powered with
it, I am fure you are not likely to become more
fond of it. And by having fo many pieces in hand,
you are in danger of flighting them all. I cannot
help thinking it a bad method, to begin one job
before another is finifhed. It neceflarily keeps the
firt long in hand ; and if you are tired of it now,
you will wot be lefs {fo, when you have feen it
about, {fo much longer. In my opinion therefore,
you had much better finith the apron you are at
prefent doing, before you undertake any thing elfe ;
or I think there will be great hazard of it’s not
being concluded fo neatly as it was begun ; which
will be a thoufand pities ; though it too common-
ly is the cafe of all thofe pieces of work which
are laid by to give place to fome new fancy. And
never in all my life did I know an inftance of a
perfon, who beginning various kinds of work to-
gether, finifhed, or brought any of them to per-
feCtion. Some of them indeed might be ended,
but in fuch a manner as evidently proved, that
the worker grew weary of the tatk before it was
concluded, whilft the numbers that continued zx-
done, plainly difcovered the ficklenefs of the perfon
who began them. Don’t you remember the con-
tents of Mifs Blight’s work-box ? If I recolle&,
there was a piece of nctting, which fhe faid fhe

was

T
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was tired of, and fhould not finifh; 2 .caul of a
cap, a tucker, a pair of rufles, an embroidered
fhoe, and a fprigged apron ; all of which were
_thrown by to begin a work-bag, which fince has
thared the fame fate, and for the fame reafon ;
becaufe fbe grew tired of it. Now can any thing be
mere ridiculous, than thus walting her zime, lawn,
muflin, filk, thread, and cotton to no purpofe, but
to follow every fancy that prefents itfelf ? And
mult not every body who obferves her, pronounce
Mifs Blight to be but a dawwdling work-woman ?
I fancy, when you come to refleé upon this fub-
je&t you will ‘agree with me, and think it better
to conclude one thing, before you undertake ano-
ther. However, if you do not, the patterns are
much at your fervice, and will, I dare fay, ‘when
worked, look very pretty. When I thus difcourage
many different works being about at the fame time,
I do not mean abfolutely to confine you oz to
one 5 but two, or three at the moft, I thould think
quite fuflicient. And fuppofe thofe were to confift
of plain work one morning, your apron (or what-
ever fancy-work you have in hand) the next, and
your netting or doll’s cloaths of an evening, when
you were not otherways engaged. I fancy if your
mamma will be fo kind as to let you change them
in this manner, you will find variety enough, with-
out undertaking any more. But whatever you do,
my love, avoid an idle, indolent habit, of watting

your
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your time without doing any thing ; the moft un-
becoming a rational creature that can be fuppofed.
Idlenefs in itfelf is a very great crime; but it is
almoft impoffible to be confined 7 itfelf. It con-
ftantly leads to mifchief, and unfits the mind for
any thing that is great or noble. And if once
we fuffer ourfelves to fall into fuch a courfe, you
cannet imagine the prodigious difficulty of getting
out of it, and vigoroufly purfuing our duty. It
grows by fuch imperceptible degrees, that we can
not too carefully watch againft it. And for this
reafon we ought always to have fome employment
ready to occupy us; nor ever fuffer ourfelves to
dawdle away our time, as if we were at a lofs
how to fpend it to advantage. Idlenefs will cover
a man with rags, was an obfervation made by the
wife king Solomon. And moft undoubtedly it is
a true one. For anidle perfon will rather appear
in the meaneft tattered habit, than take the necef-
fary pains to prevent it; and almoft every incon-
venience will the flothful fubmit to, rather than
by their own labor avoid it. I fome time ago
{one very cold morning) called upon two Iladies of
my acquaintance, who, I am forry to fay, give
way to this deftructive indolent habit. They were
fitting thivering by the fire-fide complaining of cold,
wrth the fire burnt nearly to the bottom bar of the
grate. . I enquired how they came in f{uch fevere
weather to foffer it to go fo low. Why, to tell

you
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you the truth, faid one of them, the footman is
out, and the maids are bufy, and we were too idls
to put any coals on. Whilft I ftaid, one of them
was cutting out fome night-caps, which fhe found
great difficulty to do properly upon  her lap,
as fhe could not keep the cloth fmooth., Should
you not do that much eafier, faid I, if you had
a table? Yes indeed I fhould, fhe replied, but I
was too lazy to fetch it. After the had cut her
caps, There, faid fhe, I thought to fave myfelf trou-
ble by not going up ftairs to fetch a pattern, and
I have cut them all too fmall, and muft join them :
I with ‘I had fetched it at firt; but I was too
idle to go. And thus by their idlenefs they fub-
je& themfelves to many inconveniencies, and greatly
increafe their work ; which by a little lefs indo-
lence they might efcape, and much better fill the
chara&ers of reafonable creatures.  That you, my
dear child, may never fall into this error, fo pre-
judicial both to the health of your body, as well
as the vigor of your mind, but profitably divide
your hours, between reading, awriting, working, danc-
ing, and your innocent diverfions, is the ardent prayer
of,

Yoyr affectionate dunt,

MARTHA BARTLATE,

L EEs
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Mifs Seamore to Mrs. BARTLATE.

Hovorep Mapam,

HAVE {ewed your two kind letters into the

fame book as my mamma’s ; and I am much
obliged to you for them. I certainly fhall follow
your advice, and not begin any more work tll I
have finithed the apron; for I think, as you fay,
I fhould grow fill more tired of it, when it has

. .been fo much longer in hand, I very well remem-.

ber Mifs Blight’s work-box: And there was an hand-
kerchief too, which you forgot to mention; and
you know fhe cut off the corner that was worked,
and gave it to her little niece, and faid, There,
Polly, that will make a fine handkerchief for your
doll, for I am fure it will never come to be one
for your aunt. Don’t you recolleét her faying fo,
Ma’am? And then all the reft, you know,-was
wafted. When my mamma read your letter, fhe
faid, fhe thought Mifs Blight muft be a very dawd-
ling mifs, and if fhe was her daughter, the fhould
not let her do fo. She f’ays fhe is of the fame
opinion as you are, and fhould not chufe I fhould
have many works about at the fame time ; for fhe

thinks I-then fhould not do any properly. My
fifter
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fifter is much obliged to Mifs Locket for offering to
alter her work-bag ; but my mamma don’t like
fhe fhould trouble herto do it, She thinks it will
not look pretty and civil. Befides, fhe fays, as
it was her own choice to have it as it is, fhe
thinks it had better continue fo; for it is ridiculous
to alter her mind fo often. And fo if you pleafe,
be fo kind as to tell Mifs Zocker that my fifter
will not trouble her to put in more butterdies.
I am to begin next Monday to learn to draw, of
Mr. Shade. 1 hope he will be good-natured, and
I think I fhall like it much. Mr. Quill was a
little angry about my writing yefterday : and faid
if I do not take great pains with it, I muft neither
learn to draw, or even write when he is not with
me. I am fure I fhould be very forry to leave
off’ correfponding with you ; fo T muft take great
care, and mind how I hold my pen, or he will
‘certainly deprive me of that pleafure. To-morrow
my fifter and I, are to go with my mamma to
Mr. Fligh’s. There is to be a great deal of”
company, and a number of young folks of our
age: and we are to have a dance, and not come
home till ten o’clock. My papa and mamma will
ftay longer ; but my mamma fays, fhe thinks that
will be quite late enough for us to be up. I think
I am always interrupted when I begin to write.
Mr. Foot is now come, a1d I muft go to him;

L fo
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fo good bye: my dear Ma’am [ have {carcely time
to tell you, how fincerely
I am,
Your dutiful Niece,
HARRIOT SEAMORE,

gl D R I Dl i .
Mrs. BarTLaTE to Mifs SEAMORE.

COULD almoft find in my heart to be half

angry with Mr. Foot, for coming and maLmo
you leave off your entertaining letter, was it not that
I hope his inftrution will be of more material fer-
vice to you, than the continuing to amufe me could
have been. Yes, my love! I fay material fervice.
For however the ungraceful may laugh at thofe
exterior accomplifhments they do not themfelves
pofiéls; yet, certain it is, that they are of predigioas

importance, towards our gaining the approbation .

of the world. Our intimate friends, and thofe
who are thoroughly acquainted with us, may lcve
and value us for the iazernal graces of the mind ;
but the world in general, who have none other
than perfonal knowledge of us, can only judge by
our appearance : and if that is pleafing, and grace-
ful, they naturally like us better, than if awk-
ward and difgulting. Heuce arofe your partiality

to
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to Mifs Comely, and your diflike to the Mifs Blunss
and Mifs Slhuch. You were perfeétly unacquainted
with the charalters of all; and confequently could
form no juft judgement of the merits or demerits
of any of them. And yet, Mifs Comely inftantly
attratted your notice: and when I enquired which
you liked beft ? You anfwered, O! Mifs Comely,
ten thoufand times. And this, my love, was for
no other reafon than becaufe fhe behaved the moft
gracefully and polite. Every body who fees them,
- gives the preference like you, to Mifs Comely.
And yet the Mifs Blunts, and Mifs Slouch, are full
as good girls, and as attentive to their learning as
the is. Yet, from their awkward manner of walk-
ing, fetting, moving, their taking bones in their
fingers when at dinner, their filling their mouths
till their cheeks ftick out when they eat; drink.
ing without wiping their lips; their rude way of
ftaring, aud uncivil method of fpeaking  without
faying, Sir, or Ma’am; people conclude that they
muft either be ftupid, or elfe naughty girls to
behave in fo difagreecable a manner. Now if it
was neceflary that the cultivation, and improvement
of the mind muft be neglefted, when the exte-
rior graces are attended to, I would readily allow
that they ought to be given up as unworthy of
our regard. But when that is not the cafe, when
they by no means interfere with each other; and

we may as diligently purfue each mental qualifi-
T2 cation
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cation, whilt we hold up our heads, and move
genteelly, as if we ftooped, and threw ourfelves
into ungain poftures ; and may have juft as much
knowledge, and learning, ‘when we behave civilly,
and politely, as if we were rude, and difagreea-
516; it then is a fad ridiculous negle&t, to omit

. the care of our perfons, and manners. Indeed it

prevents our doing fo much good in the world
as we might. For people will not follow our good
advice half fo readily whken we behave rudely and
difagreeably, as if they faw us look graceful
and pleafing. Any thing Mifs Zocker or Mifs
Comely recommend as fir for you to do, you al-
ways think right to be done; becaufe, they ap-
pear as if they 4zew what was proper. But
when Mifs §luch advifed you to do your work
with finer thread, as it would make it look much
neater, you doubted whether it would have that
effe®. Don’t you remember {aying, ¢ Mifs Slouch
thinks I had better ufe finer thread ; the fays it
will look much perttier; but I don’t think fhe
knows what thread will do beft.” And when I
afked, by that was your opinion? You anfwered,
becaufe fhe don’t look as if fhe. underflood what
was pretty or ugly. And fo, my dear, in every
inftance through life, you may depend upon it,
that thofe people will be moff attended to, who
behave 2.7,  Always therefore, my dear Hurrioz,
enceavour to let your words and adtions be {poken

aud
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and performed in the moft unexceptionable manter
you can: and never be athamed of trying to be
civil, and to behave well. Your own good {fenfe,
will, I doubt not, inform you when it is proper
for you to fpeak, and when to be filent. But
conftantly try to pleafe every body. And whe-
ther you ftand, or fit, or walk, or run, or jump,
or dance, or whatever you do, always move eafily,
and genteelly ; without throwing yourfelf into rude,
and difagreeable poftures. I am glad to hear
you are going to learn to draw. I think itis an
employment which will afford you much entertain-
ment : not only during the time you are drawing,
but will likewife ‘much encreafe your pleafure, and
help you to difcover freth beauties in every obje&t
that prefents itfelf. ~ You cannot imagine with how
much additional pleafure you will obferve every
Profpedt, every infel2, and every fliaer, when once you
are a thorough miftrefs of the art. There are
ten thoufand beauties in the moft common objeds,
vifible to the difcerning eye of a painter, which are
totally neglefted, and overlooked by thofe who are
ignorant of that delightful accomplithment. I dare
fay you will give proper attention to the dire@ions of
Mr. Shade, and then you will be under no appre-
henfions that he will not be good-humoured. Chii-
dren who behave well, and always endeavour to
follow the advice of their teachers, have feldom

any reafon to éomplain of their treatment. It is
L ‘ the
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the naughty, carelefs, and inattentive, who find
them //-natured, as they callit. That is, the {fcho-
lars will not apply to bufinefs; and then the maf-
ter is obliged to be angry, and find fome method
of punithment, to make them more diligent, and
careful. Mr. Dui/l’s inftruétions [ hope you liften
to, with great attention, as it is of prodigious
importance to write a good hand with eafe, and
fluency: nor will you ever be able to do it;
unlefs now, whilft you are beginning to write, you
carefully endeavour at all times to fhape your let-
ters accerding to the copy given you by your
mafter. Already you begin to take pleafure in
writing to your abfent friends: and [ dare fay
you will find that pleafure daily encreafe, in pro- . “
portion as- you improve in your writing, We al}
like doing thofe things, which we can perform,
with the moft eafe, and greateft perfetion. By

therefore excelling in writing, drawing, and ma-

fic, what a flore of pleafure do we enfure
to ourfelves, for thofe hours of our life, when
more neceflary employments do not demand our
attention.  Pleafures, which whil#t they amufe,
neither fatique our bodies, diffipate our minds, or
wafle that money which publick entertainments re-
quire. A young perfon, who at her leifure mo-
ments has fuch an agreeable refource of amufe-
ments within her own power, feldom has any very
great defire to join in thofe fafhionable diverfions

of
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of pablic life, which, if frequently repeated, become
extremely prejudicial both  to the health of the
body and the mind. I thercfore greatly rcjoice
when I hear of your improvements in any of thofe
elegant accomplifhments ; and fincerely hope you
\ will become fo good a proficient in them, as not
often to with for any farther amufement, than your
books, your auriting, your mufic, ybur drawing,
your awork, and the fociety of your friends, will
be capable of affording you. Adieu! my dear
girl!  May fuccefs attend your new undertaking.
And may you dzﬁrwedly continue to be the ob-
je& of the tendereft regard of

\

Your truly affetionate Aunt,

MARTHA BARTLATE,

DIALOGUE
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MAMM A, HARRIOT, and BETSY,

BeTsy.
PRAY, Ma’am, did you hear how Mifs Snap
fpoke to the maid vefterday ?

Mamma. I don’t recoliet what fhe faid yef-
terday 3 1 often have remarked her manner of
fpeaking, and been greatly aftonithed at her rudenefs.

Bersy. I am fure the fpoke very droll, when
fhe afked for fome water yefterday.

Mamma. Pray what did fhe fay ?

Bersy., Why fhe faid, Mary, brizg me fome
water | Make hafte, and bring it this moment! If
you don’t fetch it diretly T will fling it in your
face, I promife you, when it comes ! So make hafte !

Mamma. And do you call .that dro/l, Berfy 2
I cannot fay T do; for I think it extremely difa-
greeable; and not only a difagreeable manner of
fpeaking, but alfo a very wicked one.

Harrior. Why, Ma’am, is it wicked ?

Mavma, Becaufe, my dear, to fpeak in that
crofs, rude, infolent way to any body, is wicked,

Betsy.  But it was only to the ferwsnt, She
would not have fpoke fo to any body elfe.

MammMa. Only to the Jervant! Pray, is not a
fervant like another perfon ? I know of no diffe-
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rence, I am fuare, between {fervants and maﬁérs,
excepting that they are poorer : but having lefs
money in their peffeflion- makes no alteration in
their perfons. I fuppofe, though Mifs Suap’s maid
is a ferwant, fhe has ears, and can hear whether
people fpeak civil, or rude; good-humoured, or
crofs to her as well as if fhe was a Jady; and
therefore it is equally naughty to behave unkindly
t0 ferwants, as to any Jady, let her ftation be as
high as it may.

Harrior. But are not fervams to do our
bufinefs for us? :

Mamma. Yes, that bufinefs which they under-
take, and fay they will do, they doubtlefs ought
to perform ; otherwife they break their words, and
take their wages for nothing ; which would be
wicked on their parts: but it is as wicked for us
to be crofs and unkind to them, or to expect
them to do more than is juft and reafonable.
God has for, wife and good reafons, (though we
know not what they are) made a difference 1n
the fortunes of mankind : but though fome are
rich and others poor, yet he loves them ail equal-
Iy well, provided they behave equally good ;
and the only caufe of his regarding one perfon
more than another, is upon account of fuperior vir-
tue. It is notthe number of guineas a man pof-
fefles that can, in the f{malleft degree, gain him
the favour of the Lord; but the number of wir-

tues
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tues he pratlices: and the meaneft forvant, or porr-
eff beggar in  the world (provided fhe is a good
woman, and behaves well) is infinitely more va-
luable in the fight of God, than the richeft lady,
if fhe is wicked : and every body /s wicked who
behaves proudly, crofs,, and peevith, to their fel-
low creatures. Our fervants are as much our fel-
low creatures, as any body can be; and therefore
it is our duty to behave as well to them as we
can ; and always endeavour to make them as hap-
Py as poffible. If they are poor, and obliged to
work for their living, we fhould pity them for
the trouble they are forced to have; but it is
moft unkind and cruel to {peak crofs to them,
With regard to forwants, as well as every body elfe,
we fhould always ufe them as we fhould ourfelves
with to be ufed if we were in their places : fo if
we were fervants, and fhould not like to be told
we fhould have water thrown in our faces, we
fhould not fay fo to them, or do any thing we
fhould not like to have done to us,

Harr1or. But I fhould not like to fcower the
rooms, and wafh dirty cloaths if I was a maid, fo
then fhould not I let my ferwants do' it becaufe I
fhould not like it myfelf?

Mamma. Butif you was a Jervant, when you
was hired you would agree to {cower, and wath,
though you did not like it ; and deing thofe
kind of things is what you would be paid for:

’ and
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and as you would think it very unjuft in your
miflres, not to give you the money fhe promifed
you; fo would it be as unjuft in yoz, not to do
the work you promifed to do for that money.
To let ferwants therefore do thofe things which
they agree and expe& to do, is not unkind, be-
caufe it is bufinefs they earn their money by : as
much as your papa earns his by the bufinefs he
tranfalls in the counting houfe. But when they
engige to {erve for their food and wages, they ne-
ver fuppofe people will threaten to throw water in
their faces, and {peak fo extremely crofs. I af-
fere you, if Mifs Snap had been my child, fhe
fizuld have gone without having any water at all;
nor thould fhe have had any affiftance afforded her
by the ferwants, till fhe learnt to behave more
p-operly to them. Let thofe people ‘who defpife
JSerwants, and {peak crofs to them, becaufe they
are poor, think what they would do without their
help ; and if they fhould not like to clean the
boufe, wafh the diffes and dirty cloaths, and drefs
their own victuals, let them be very thankful to
thofe who do fuch difagrecable fervices for them,
and exprefs their thankfulnefs by conftant kindnefs
and civility., I don’t know what Mifs Snap may
thinke of her condu@, but I would not behave fo
on any confideration. I fhould think myfelf ex-
tremely wicked indeed, I am fure I thould much
fooner deferve to be fcolded for fuch ill-nature,

than
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than the maid did becaufe fhe was only a fervant.
Let me beg of you, my dears, never to talk in that
ridiculous manner, as if it was immaterial how Ser=
wvants were treated : remember, [/ rwants are of the
fame nature as ourfelves, created by the fame God,
have the fame feelings, and will after this life is
ended, be admitted into the fame Heaven ; pro-
vided they have properly fulfilled their duties.
Don’t you remember the ftory our Saviour tells,
related in the 16th chapter of St. Lufe, of a
poor miferable Zeggar, who was treated with neg-
le& by a very rich man; and yet becaufe he was
good, God loved him, and when he died received
him into Heaven; whilft the sich man, for his un-
kindnefs and contempt of ZLazarus, and his other
evil deeds, was after his death tormented in the
ceafelefs torments of Hell fire ? This ftory, my dears,
1s not recorded to be difregarded, but for our ad-
vantage, to inftrut us how to behave ; and ac-
quaints us, that it is not riches or’ powerty that infures
the favour of God; but goodnefs and wirtue which
will gain his love.

Harrior. I remember that hiftory very well,
but I never thought much about it, though I
think I fhall now. You fay it was written to in-
truct us ? '

Betsy. I don’t quite recolle it, I will go
fetch the book and read it, fhall I, Ma’am.

MaMMA.
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Mamma. Yes, my dear, and attend to it, and
learn from the dreadful fate of the 7ich man, ne-
ver to behave unkindly' to thofe who are poor.

Db A B 6 T BN,
M A M, M ARCand R ECRES X,

Mamma.
E WAS in hopes, that after the difcourfe we had
yefterday, neither of you, my dear children,
‘would ever have been guilty of the fame crimes ;
but if I am not miftaken, T heard you, Betj,
{peak very rudely to Sufan. When you afked for
your frock, you quite forgot to fay pray, and
only faid, ¢ Szfan, put my frock on ! And when
fhe had drefled you, inftead of thanking her for
the trouble fhe had taken, you run away without
faying a word. How came you, my love, to be-
have fo exceedingly rude? I don’tlike you fhould
fpeak fo, indeed I don’t. = If you had been de-
firing a Jady to put on your frock, I am fure you
would have faild pray, and why therefere did you
not to Sufan?
Bersy. To a lady T fhould have faid, pray,
Ma’am ! Should I fay, Ma’am, to Sufan?
Mamma. No. Tocall her Ma’am, would oaly
be infulting her, as that is not the title proper for

her ftation ; and you thould always be careful to
M addrefs
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addrefs people by their proper titles : if you was

{peaking to the King or Queen, “you fhould fay

your Majefly 5 if to a Prince or Princefs, your Royal
Highnefs 5 if to a Duke or Dutchefs, your Grace;
if to a Lord or Lady, your Lord/bip or Lady/bip ;
if to a Commoner, Sir or Ma’am ; if to your fer-
vant, Fobr or Sufan, or whatever their names are :
and to call #bem Sir, or Ma’am, would be as ri-
diculous as to fay to me, your Ladyfbip. But then,
my dear, though the cuftom of the country 1s thus
to diftinguith people of different ranks by dif-
ferent epithets, yet politenefs, civility, good-humor,
and affability are due to all: and I would no
more {uffer myfelf to fpeak rudely and crofs to my
Jervants than I would to my fuperior.

Bersy. If you wanted to afk the Queen to
put on your frock what would you fay?

Mamma. To make fuch arequeft to her Ma--

jefty in any terms, would be exceedingly impro-
per, and unbecoming the ftation® of any fubjeét;
but if I wanted any body of my acquaintance to
do fach a thing for me, T fhould fay, I am forry,
Ma’am, to be fo troublefome 5 but if you would
be fo obliging as to pin my frock, I thould efteem
it a favor. And when fhe has done, - I fhould
make her a very handfome curtely, and fay, I am
fure, Ma’am, I am greatly obliged to you, I am
forry to have given you fo much trouble.

BeTsy,

e At oM e e i e o

Vol o 5 g e



Corgs )

Bersy., And if it was the maid you was {peaks
ing to, what fhould you fay ?

Mamma. To the maid I fhould fay, < If you
are at leifure, Su/an, I fhould be obliged to you if
you would pin on my frock.” And when fhe had
done, I would fay, ¢ Thank you, Suzfan, for dref-
fing me.” And don’t you think that would
" found much prettier, than, Su/an, put on my frock ?
And that thofe children who fpeak fo civilly, will
be much more beloved than thofe who behave fo
rudely ? If you was a fervant yourfelf, which do
you imagine you fhould like beft ?

Bersy. Thofe who behave beft.

Mamma. Certainly you would ; and fo does
every body. I know there are a great many
children, who, like Mifs Szap, think it of no ima
portance in what manner they {peak to ferwants,
and thofe people who happen to be poorer than
themfelves : but they are greatly miftaken : and it
is full as wicked to behave amifs to them, as
to perfons of higher rank : and they fhould confi-
der what I told you yefterday, that God regards
the poor as much as the rich; nor ever loves one
perfon better than another, but upon account of
{uperior goodnefs. If therefore thofe who are blefled
with affluence; defpife and ill-treat thofe who fufier
all the troubles of poverty, they muft juftly ex-
pect in the world to come, when all wickednefs
#12ll be punithed, and all virtue rewarded, that

M 2 they
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they fhall be moft fevcrely recompenced for their
pride and ill-nature ; whilft the poor, who patiently
bore all their 2fi&ions, and meekly {ubmitted to
the rudenefs of the rich, thall be admitted into
the kingdom of Heaven, and be amply comforted
for all their fufferings. I would with you, my
dear, to confider and refle& upon thefe things ;
and then I think you will never permit yourfelf
upon any account to behave rudely, or fpeak crofsly
either to fervants, or any body elfe. We were all
created to be mutual comforts and afliftances to
each other; and if by any mifcondu®, we be-
come troublefome, and difagreeable to cur fellow
creatures, we then anfwer not the end for which
we were born ; and confequently are very wicked,
and unpleafing to Almighty God. I hope there-
fore, my love, you will confider, what I have now
told you, and you may affure yourfelf, that how
mean, and much below you, you may imagine ¥er-
wvants, and poor people to be, you difcover much
greater meannefs in your/elf, every time you fpeak
rudely and unkindly to them. A perfon of true
politenefs, kn0\¥s how to demean herfelf properly
to every body, of every rank in life ; and if you
do not, you evidently prove that yoa know not
how to behave like a young lady. You will re-
member, I hope, what I have fiid, and never

act f{o foolithly again.

DIALOGUE
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MAMMA, HARRIOT, and BETSY.

MammMma,
WONDER which of my guls will difcover
moft refolution tc-day when Mr. Dentzf} comes ?

Harrior. What is he coming for? Is he
not a tooth drawer ?

Mamma. Yes, my dear he is, and e is coming
to examine your mouths, and take out fome of
your teeth which require drawing.

Bersy. I hope he will not take out any of
mine ? .
Mamma. That, my love, he undoubtedly will,
for I am fure there are two of your’s which muft
be drawn: one is quite loofe, and the other muft
be removed to make room for a new one which
is coming through your gum,

Bersy. But it will hurt me ? :

Mavma. 'The one which is tight, I fear will;
but you muft not mind that, it will foon be over,
and if it would not, you muft not mind 1t 5 fae
it is neceflary to be done.

Bersy. But T don’t like to be hurt, indeed
I don’t, Ma’am.

Mamma, Nobody I fancy likes to be hurt;

M 3 bat
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but when it is for our greater advantage to fuffer
a prefent uneafinefs, it would be very ridiculous
not to fubmit to it quietly. :

Harrror. For my part I fhall keep my
mouth fhat, and not let Mr. Densiff look at my
teeth.

Mavmma. O, Harrit ! 1 beg you will not
talk in that fimple manner. Not cpen your mouth !
You quite furprife me. Should you chufe to be-
have like a cowardly child, who has not refolution
to fuffer any degree of pain ? Fie! I fhould be
athamed to think of fuch a thing ! For whofe ad-
vantage do you -think it is Mr. Desti# will draw
them ? Thole that come out will be of no fort
of fervice to him; but if they continue in, will
either make your new teeth come crooked, or oc-
cafion you great uneafinels. and pain: they will
not difturb him: it is therefore entirely for your
fake that he wants to look into your mouth,
and take out your teeth. After therefore he has
troubled himfelf by coming {o far, to afford you
aflitance, I beg you will not think of behaving
in fo foolifh a manner as to keep your mouth fhut,
or make the leaft refiftance to his drawing as
many as are neceffary.

Harrior. But how much will it hurt me,
Ma’am?

Mamuma. I cannot poflibly defcribe exaltly Aow
much the operation will hurt you; but whether it

is
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is a great deal or only alittle, it mu# abfolutely be
done: to no purpole therefore will it be, for you
to endeavour to keep your mouth fhut; if you
do, Mr. Dentif no doubt will find {Hme method
of opening 1it, and you may be certain, the more
you move about the more he will be obliged to hurt
you. - Nobody can ever Z#z to be in pain: our na-
ture always would with to avoid it; but when we
muft unavoidably fuffer, it is the height of filly to
make great lamentations, - If crying and groaning
would mitigate the {mart, there would be fome reafon
for fo doing, but when that is not the cafe, when all
the fcreaming in the world will not leflen the pain
tooth drawing neceffarily. occafions, it certainly is
then very4s ‘diculous to fay much about it.

Bersy. But if it fhould be very bad what muft
we do?

Mamwma. Not  any thing, my dear; but fit
fill, and it will be over in a minute. I fhould
be very forry to have you cry about having a tooth
out. I have had feveral drawn, buat never made
the leaft noife, I aflure you.-

Harrror. Did they hurt you much, Ma’an ?

Mamma. Violently indeed.

Harrror. How did you help it then?

Mamma, When I fat down, I made a refolution
that I would not. I confidered that crying, or
making a noife, would not render the operation
lefs painful; and would only make the tooth-drawer

think
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think me a fad fimple woman, not to be able
to bear pain quietly without crying out. I fhould
have been much afhamed of myfelf to have behaved
otherways; for it is a fign of a very weak, cow-
ardly {pirit, not to be able to fuffer in filence.

Bersy. I hope we fhall not cry !

Mamma. I hope fo indeed! I fhould be very
forry if I thought you would; and I fancy if you
endeavour not, you will find it very poffible to avoid
it. But then, Berfy, if you would wifh to have
refolution in great things, you fhould conftantly
exert it in fmall ones; and never regard fuch
trifles as a cut, or a bruife, or any of thofe little
accidents, for if you permit yourfelf to attend to
fuch {flight uneafinefs, you never will L& able to
fupport with fortitude more material fufferings.
But I would not have you think the operation
you are to undergo, will be very violent ; for
fluch f{mall teeth as your’s do not hurt half fo
bad as when grown peoples are taken out, I hope
therefore you will not mind it, for though the pain
fhould be bad, fill it will be over in 2 minute,

LET-
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Mifs Seamore to Mrs. BARTLATE.

Dear Mapam,

¢ N my laft letter, I told you I was going with
my papa and mamma to Mr. Flight’s, where

we were to have a dance: which we had. There
were fourteen of us, fo we had feven couple; I
mean of us young folks ; for there were a great
many gentlemen and ladies. We had a very agree-
able evening indeed, and every body were much
pleafed, and all very good-humoured, excepting a
Mifs Zain, who was not at all agreeable. She
behaved very ugly indeed: and two or three times
fhe was affronted with us, and fet down, and
would not dance, or fpeak to any becdy. I am
fure you would be puzzled to think what it was
difcompofed her ; but I will tell you. Once was,
becaufe Mifs Righr tore the flounce of her apron
almoft off: fo fhe atked Mils Zain if fhe could
lend her a needle and thread. ‘I lend you a
needle and thread ! (faid fhe!) Pray, Mifs, do you
take me for your ferwant, to expeé I fhall trouble
myfelf to carry thread and needles for you? No,
indeed ! I never carry fuch thinegs in my pocket!
nor ever will 1” Now pray, Ma’am, don’t you
think fhe was very ridicalous to talk in fuch a

manner ?
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Manner ? I am fure I do! So fhe fat by hers
felf, and would not fpeak  for 2 long time. At
laft her partner perfuaded. her to dance once
more ; but foon  after, mafter James Clayton trod
upon her toe, and fhe would not believe that he
did not do it for the purpofe, though he affured
her he did not; but fhe cried out; ‘“ Yes you
did, you only did it to afront me, and I won’t
be trampled upon by any body.” After fhe had
got the better of this, and began dancing again,
fhe reccived a ftill worfle affront than any fhe had
met with before ; and that was by Mifs Smith’s
alking her, whether the made her own fhifts? ¢ Make
my own fhifts! (fhe replied) no, nor wafh them
either! Nor fcower the rooms ! Nor make the
beds! What in the world do you take me for ?
Do I look then like 2 common fervant, that you
alk me fuch queftions ? But I fee you all want to
aflront me, though I won’t be ufed fo; that I
won’t I So down fhe {at again ; and neither
danced or fpoke all the reft of the evening. We
all withed fhe had been at home ; for it fadly
diftrefled us to have her fer by fo crofs : and when
Mrs. Flight came down to fee us for a little while,
fhe burft out a crying, and faid the young gentle-
men and ladies did a]] they could to vex her ;
upon which Mifs Smith told Mrs. Flight all that
had paft ; but fhe only faid, I am extremely forry
you cannot all agree, and be good humoured and

mesry
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merry together; but I muft confefs I think Mifs
Vain had no occafion to be offended at Mifs Smizh’s
queftion, {fince it certdinly can be no difgrace to
any young lady to make a fhift. Nos to be able
to make one, is indeed a fhame for any gir] paft
feven years old : but I never heard that to be z
good work-woman was a difparagement to any body.
She then went to Mifs Zuin, and took her by the
hand, advifing her at the fame time to dance a-
gain, and not regard fuch a trifle. But fhe would
not, and only faid the never was thought fo meanly
of before, and never was fo badly/ufed. So when
Mrs. Flight found fhe could not perfuade her into
good humour, fhe faid the was forry to fee her fo
much difcompofed, and then left us, and went up
ftairs again; and nobody took any notice~ of her all
the reft of the evening ; but we all danced toge-
ther, whilt fhe fat by in.the pouts, I wonder
what fhe fuid to her mamma about it; and what
her mamma faid to her ! T cannot tell though' ;
for my fiter and I came home at ten o’clock, and
the ftaid later. I have had two leffons from Mr.
Shade : he feems very good-natured, and {ays he
thinks I fhall draw very well in time. 1 hope {
fhall; for I think it will be very amuﬁng,.to paint
and draw like Mifs Zockez. When I can draw well
enough, Iintend to take the likenels of my fifter’s
kitten, and your canary-bird : it is very well, and
1s at this minute finging as loud as it can. My

e mammg
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mamma often f{ays, fhe thinks he makes more noife

than all the birds in the air, and all her three
children added to them, which I am fare is enough ;

for I cannot fay when we are at play we are very

filent; but indeed your bird does out fcream us
all; though, poor fellow, lalt week we thought he
never would fing any more. He had been hopping
about the parlour, and was gone into his cage a-
gain ; but we forgot to fhut the door, and all went
up flairs to drefs, and left him with it open : and
when we were gone, the cat (not my fifter’s kit
ten, but old Flip) jumped upon the cage, - and
certainly would have killed him, had not my papa
very fortunately happened to go into the room before
the got him out; but her paw was in the cage
trying to reach him, which fhe could not do whilit
he clung to the oppofite wires. However, poor
thing, though he was not hurt, he was fo much
frightened,  that we thought he would have died ;
for he wasvvery fick for three days, and never once
{ung a fingle note for a week ; but he feems now
to want to r*ia”c up for his loft time. As I have
written to the bottom of my paper, and my hand
begms to ache, I will not begin another fheet,
but here put a conclufion to my letter, affuring

you that I am, :

My dear Madam,

Yiur dutiful and affeltionate Niece,
HARRIOT SEAMORE.
LET-
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Mrs. BartraTe to Mifs SEaAMORE.

ND fo when I entruft my child to your pro-
teftion, you forger to take proper care of

him, but go to drefs, and leave him to the care
of an hungry cat. O! you are a pretty careful
nurfe, are you not, Harriot ? What do you think
I fhould have faid to you the next time I faw
you, and enquired after Dickey, to have been told,
Why, old Flip has eat him. Don’t you think
that would have been 'a pretty account to have
given me of my child? But ferioufly, I am very
glad old F/ip’s arm was not quite long enough to
hand him out of the cage; for had it been, her
teeth, old as fhe 1s, I dare anfwer for it, would
have been fharp enough to have cracked every
bone in his fkin; and I fhould have been very
forry ‘to have had him die fuch a painful death.
I dare fay, poor thing, the fright it experienced
during the time- the cat was hanging upon the
cage, muft have been dreadful, could he have de-
fcribed it; and his rejoicing no lefs fincere, when
your papa entered, and releafed him from his ene-
my. ‘Though dumb creatures have not, I fup-
N pofe,
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pofe, the thought and refleCtion which the ratio=
nal creation are bleffed with, yet, I doubt not they
as fenfibly feel all corporeal fufferings as we do;
and for that reafon I cannot help thinking it ex-
tiemely wicked to hurt and torment them, as too
many thoughtlefs people are apt to do. It is
aftonilhing to me, how reafonable creatures can
fo diveflt themfelves of humanity, as to mifufe thofe
animals that never injured them, or exprefs the leaft
defign of doing it: on the contrary, many feem
ready to perform all the good offices to man which
they are any ways capable of. As for inftance, the
horfe,- what prodigious advantage do” we not reap
from his induftry and labor ? Almoft half the bene-
fits we now enjoy would be unknown to us, was
it not for the docility of this moft valuable beaft.
The utility we likewife find from the cow, your
conftant breakfaft and fupper fufficiently prove. The

‘afs Dikewife, although neither in ftrength, fwiftnefs,

or beauty, can be compared with the horfe, is alfo
a very ferviceable animal ; whilft the extraordinary
faithfulnef(s of the dogs, to protect either the per-
fons or properties of their owners, fhews, that
though they may- be without that fuperior fenfe and
reafon, which diftinguifhes our fpecies from the o-
ther animal creation, yet they have fomething in
their natures, which in fome degree fupplics their
place ; and ought to engage our tendernefs and
care. Nor can I, whilt thus enumerating fome

' few
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few of thofe creatures that thew favor to mankind,
pafs over unnoticed that domeftic animal the cat:
who, though her real fervice may confilt moftly in
deftroying vermin, yet feems to form as frong at-
tachments towards thofe who ufe her kindly, as
do any of the above-mentioned beafts. Your old
Flip, to be fure, was guilty ofa gfrcat breach of po-
litenefs, “in fo rudely attacking my bird ; but fo
tra&able is their nature, that if whilft they are young
they arc broke of ftealing what is not given them,
they never attemp’t to do it, unlefs driven to the
greatelt extremity of humger. I acknowledge, that
unlefs the leffon of honefty is zaught them, they
naturally would devour whatever they could get;
and fo .would men too, if they never had been
inftiruted otherwife. But though cats naturally
would eat ‘whatever they found agreeable to their
palates, yet that in no degree contraditts what [
advance in their favor ; and I would dare an{wer
for it, that the two cats we have, might be left
in a room full of either living or dead chickens,
or any other difh they are moft fond of, and would |
not prefume to touch one mouthful till it was given
them. Perhaps, Harriot, you may fmile, and think
it is partiality to my cats, makes me anfwer more
for them than they deferve ; but I do aflure you
I do not: for their honefty is daily put to the
teft, as the cook conftantly leaves them in full
poflefion of the pantry, to drive away the rats;

: N 2 ( whofe
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whofe honefty I cannot fay fo much for, and who
have unfortunately found their way into it, I
fuppofe now you think, they a little forget them-
felves the morning your milk was lapped up ; but
I muft beg leave to inform you, for the honor of

my cats, that robbery was not committed by ei-

ther of our own, but by a vagrant, who had broke
through the lattice of the window, and of whofe
education I fancy little care had been taken. And
now having enlarged a little upon their good qua-
lities, I will quit the fubje®, earneflly hoping,
that neither you, or any one who has the fmalleft
pretenfions to rationality, will ever {o far degrade
the- dignity of human nature, as to treat with cruel-
ty thofe creatures whofe power is unable, or gen-
tlenefs too great, to defend themfelves, or injure
any one,

I was greatly obliged to you for the account of
your evening’s entertainment at Mr. Flight’s, and
much fhould have enjoyed being -among you, or
looking and feeing fo many all dancing and mer-
ry together; but I was hurt to hear of the fad
naughty behaviour of Mifs Zain. I think I never
heard of any thing more truly ridiculous, and can-
not help wondering how any body could fo be-
have. Pray, do you know whether it is true, that
fhe never does any plain work ? Certainly fhe muft
have added falfehood to her other crimes, when fhe

faid fo ; for it muft be impofiible that her mamma
can
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can indulge her to {o extravagant 2 length, as not to -
make her learn to work, whether fhe likes it or not,
If fhe does, I really think her more blameable than
her daughter; as her age and experience ought
to have taught her more wifdom, and convinced
her of the abfolute neceflity of a young perfon’s
‘learning to do every thing they can. 1 would not
wilh a young lady at all times to be employed
in works of notability, or domeftic bufinefs ; but
I would have them acquainted with each branch,
{o that they may be able to know when they
are propetly performed, and thus be qualified to
overlook and dire& others, in cafe they are not
obliged to at in them themfelves. But how often
in life is it feen, that thofe who flattered them-
felves with being above any kind of employment,
but fuch as amufement afforded, have been reduc-
ed -to the neceflity of working hard for their live-
lihood, either through real unavoidable mis fortunes,
or elfe undue ‘extravagance. I dare fay you re-
colle@ going with me to vifit Mrs. Froth, and
fecing her little boy play with guineas, as Tom
does with halfpence to make them fpin. She has
nine children, fome of them grown up, and they
" have always been brought up not only in the moft
genteel, but I may add, extravagant manner. Danc-
ing, mufic, and drawing, were the chief of their
accomplifhments : all the more ufeful 1mprovements
being neglefted, to leave time for thofe. Their

N 3 drels
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drefs has been of the moft elegant kind, nor did
they ever concern themfelves in any degree to pre-
ferve their cloaths ; thinking they might have more
as foon as they were worn out. They not only
thought it below their dignity to drefs themfelves,
but even to put away, or fetch any thing they
wanted. One day I called upon them, and afked
Mifs Froth and Mifs Pegoy to take a walk? They
accepted ‘of my offer, and rang the bell for their
maid to fetch them their hats and cloaks, After fhe
had brought them, and was gone again, Mifs Peggy
changed her mind, and chofe to have her bonnet ;
accordingly the bell was rang, and again the maid
fent up flairs for it.  Afterwards her fifler liked not
the gloves fhe had in her pocket, but chof a pair
the had. left in her bed chamber. Again the maid
was difpatched to change them ; and no fooner
had fhe brought them down, than Mifs Peggy once
more told her to go fetch her muff. ‘When fhe
had taken thefe four walks, I obferved, the maid
muft be almoft tired of going up and down fairs.
“ O dear! I fhould never think of that! (faid
Mids Froth) I apprehend a ferwant may go up
and down as often as we pleafe to fend her.” [
thought this a fad unfeeling {peech, not at all
like a perfon who confiders rightly, that ferwants
can feel tired as well as their fuperiors. I faid no
more about it. I dare fay Mifs Froth little re-
garded having fo exprefled herfelf, perhaps never
thought
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thought of that, or a thoufand things of the
fame nature, till within the laft month, when all
their happinefs has been annihilated, by fome of
their father’s trades-people, to whom he owed large
fums, infiting on being paid. Mr., Froth in vain
tried to perfuade them to reft contented for fome
little time longer: they would not ; and when his
affairs came to be examined, he had not fufficient to
- pay one half what he owed; confequently the whole
family are involved in the greateft diftrefs, and
from living in the exalted manner I have defcrib-
ed, are reduced to being deftitute of a fingle far-
thing in the world, and muft be obliged to go
to fervice and work for their daily bread. I dare
fay Mifs Froths have already altered their opinions
relating to ferwants, and now think that kindnefs
and good-humour are as requifite to be fhewn to-
wards thern as to any body. Such misfortunes as
thefe, my love, fo frequently happen, that no one
fhould efteem themfelves fecure from meeting with
them, however profperous they may at prefent be,
The Mifs Froths as little expeted to be reduced.
to poverty, as Mifs Za/n can poflibly do; butno
doubt they would now be extremely glad had they
been infiruéted in the neceflary bufinefs of plain- -
work, and every other fpecies of notability, as well
as the more ornamental acquifitions of mufic and
dancing, I fear I fhall run my letter to fuch a

length, that you will be tired of reading it, other-
: wife
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, - wife T could much enlarge on the behaviour of Mifs
;‘ Vain ; but as I muft have a little confideration for
it your patience, I will defer my remarks on that
head till another opportunity, and am, my dear
Harriot,

Your affeltionate Aunt,

MARTHA BARTLATE.

RE e L R R

Mrs. BartraTE to Mifs SEamMore.

THINK you cannot have a more ftriking in-
ftance of the unavoidable unhappinefs which
conftantly attends want of good-humour, than in
the behaviour of Mifs Paiz. You fay, you all
joined in wifhing fhe had been at home; becaufe
it was fo diftrefling to fee her fet by, fo much out
of temper, and refufling to partake of your amufe-

ments. I don’t wonder fuch was the wifh of every .
one: I am fure I fhould have joined in it had I

been of the party; as I don’t know any thing much *
more difagreeable, than to be in company with a
perfon who is in an ill-humour, and refufes being
pleafed with any thing : but if it is diftrefling to
be witnefs to fuch folly, it is ten thoufand times
maore painful to endure the fceling of it ; /o pain-
ful,
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ful, that I verily believe, the wretehednefs it occa-,
fions, farther removes the heart which harbours it
from happinefs, than any afflition in the world
befides. In other forrows, let them be as diftref-
fing as they may, fill the pious fufferer will find
comfort in the refle@ion, that they are the allot-
ment of the Almighty God, whe only inflifts them
for our good ; and -if they are fupported with that
patience and refignation which they ought to be,
will, in the world to come, greatly reward us for
all we now endure. Whereas, the heart that {uf-
fers itfelf to be agitated by fpleen and ill-nature,
can find no confolation to abate its anguifh: its
fufferings arife wholly from itfelf; and as itis im-
pofible to fly from itfelf, it muft always carry its
wretchednefs along with it, inte whatever company it
goes : and to this eaufe it was owing, that Mifs Pain,
though in the company of {fo many agreeable play-
fellows, and every thing around to confpire to pleafe
her, yet could enjoy none of the amufements, be-
caufe her own heart was under the influence of
crofsnefs and i/l-bumour, which conftantly deftroys
every fpark of pleafure. You faw how truly un-
comfortable fhe appeared 5 and you may aflure your-
{elf that fhe fe/t more fo than fhe looked to be;
and as fhe advances in life, unlefs the conquers the
badnefs of her temper, you may depend upon it,
fhe will but increafe in wretchednefls ; and the ef-

feCts of her crime will fill farther diffufe itfelf,
and
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and be felt by all with whom fhe is conneéted.
If fhe continues to live with her parentsin a fingle

ftate, what pleafure can they find in her company,
while fhe is perpetually out of temper, and af-
fronted with every trifling incident which occurs.

Or if the thould happen to marry, how unhappy

muft fhe, by fuch methods, render her hufband
and all her family ? If fhe fhould chance to have
children, only think, my love, what miferable lit-
tle creatures they muft be under the dire&ion of
fuch a mother. How do you fuppofe fhe would
the other night, when fo much difcompofed, have
treated any body as much in her power as chil-
dren are in their parents? No doubt if fhe could,
fhe would have fcolded and beat all who came in
her way, and in the {malleft degree offended her.
Confider then, Harriot, the dreadful confequences
of ill temper ; it is a fin, the evil effeéts of which,
fpread through whole families, much interrupts the
happinefs of any with whom it is conne&ed, and
utterly deftroys all peace in the bofom of thofe
who fuffer it. Guard againft it then, my love, with

all the care a thing of fuch vaft importance de- ©

ferves, and never upon any account allow your-

felf to be fullen, or out of humour. I know you
are a good girl, and with to enfure not only the love

of all your earthly friends, but alfo the favor of
your Heavenly Father. But that, my dear child,

2

can never be obtained, but by obeying his com- |

mands,
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mands, and governing your life according to the
rules he has given; which none can be faid
to do, who behave unkindly, and f{uffer them-
felves to  be fretful, foon offended, fulkey, or crofs.
For he has commanded us to love one another;
not to be eafily offended, but to be -meek and
gentle, kind and tender hearted one towards ano-
ther ; and at all times to endeavour to promote
the happinefs of each other: and unlefs we obey
and follow tbefe commands, we can never be efteen-
ed good and fincere chriftians; for we have no
further title to that holy name, than as we endea-
vour to imitate the example of Chriff, who him-
~ {felf condefcended to fet us a pattern, which it is our
duty to copy, as far as we can; for not even upon
the greateft provocations, and the moft crue‘ treat-
ment, did be ever fuffer himfelf to be out of tem-
« per or affronted ; but on the contrary, to his great-
eft enemies he behaved with gentlenefs, kindly for-
gave them all their injurious abufe, and prayed
to God to do fo likewife. And this, my dear,
is the conduct we are bound to imitate in our deal-
ings towards one another, if we would be thought
to be his difciples ; or if we would wifh to gain
the approbation of the Lord. You, my dear girl,
will, I doubt not, confider all thefe things with
great attention, and at all times {o regulate your
temper, and behave with fuch gentlenefs and good-
humour, as to enfure yourfelf the love and refpet

of
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of all who know you here, and never ending hap-
pinefs in the kingdom of heaven hereafter, That
you may {o condudt yourfelf as to obtain fuch
bleflings, is the conftant prayer of,

Zour affectionate dunt,

MARTHA BARTLATE,

DIALOGUE
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MAMMA, HARRIOT, and BETSY.

Harrior.

RAY, Ma’am, may Mifs Right come here this
P afternoon ?

Mamma. Yes, my dear, if you pleafe.

Bersy. And, pray Ma’am, may Mifls Bounce
come too ?

Mamma. No, my love, not Mifs Bounce.

Bersy. Why may not Mifs Bounce come as well
as Mifs Right?

Mamma. I do not chufe fhe fhould; I do not
like her fo well.

Bersy. Why don’t you ?

Mamma. Becaufe fhe is not {o good a girl, I
don’t think the behaves well, and for that reafon I .
do not chufe fhe thould be much with you: fhe ufes
very ugly words, a&s rudely, does not mind what
s faid to her, pokes her head, makes a great’
noife, and what is ftill worfe than all the reft,
the does not always fpeak the truth; and when
once a perfon will tell lies, they may, for any thing
I know to the contrary, do every thing that is
wicked ; for there is no dependance upon them.

O Birsy.
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Bersy. But fhe is very good-natured! I fike
her vaftly ! ; :

Mamma. She may be very good-natured per-
haps ; butI am fure fhe is not a good child : no-
body who tells lies can be good, or be a prope
companion for you. 3

Bersy. But the don’t ofter tell fibs.

Mamma. I think fhe has done fuch a thing twice,
which is very often indeed, as fhe muft know it is
extremely wicked.

Bersy. But fhe fays, at her f{chool many of the
children tell fibs very often, and yet it is but fel-
dom they are found out.

Mamma. If they were never JSound out (as you
call it) that would not-in any degree make their
crime the lefs; the fin confifts in fpeaking what
is not true, mot in being dete@ed. Suppofe T was
to akk you whether you had been in the draw-
ing-room to-day, and you was to anfwer me 70,
your wiclkednefs would be jult the fame, whether
I afterwards found you had, or fill remained ig-
norant of it: but however, my love, whether the
falfity is difcovered or not, filf God, who obferves
our every altion, and every word, would be ac-
quainted with it.  From his knowledge it is im-
poflible to conceal either that, or any other fin :
and our chief care thould be, fo to behave at all
times as we are convinced he will approve, I would
upen ne account do any thing which he has for-

bidden,

g
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bidden, though I could be fure that no creature
on earth would ever be.informed of it; and I
. cannot help being forry, Betfy, to find you can argue
in defence of fo deteftable a vice as that of lying,
wpon condition that the falfehood is concealed, I
was in hopes that you had more goodnéfs and
honor, than to try to excufe fo terrible a fin. I
fuppofe if any temptation was to prefent itfelf, and
you thoﬁght you could efcape undifcovered, you
would not hefitate committing it yourfelf ?

Bersv. Yes indeed, Ma’am, I thould! I am
fure I never tell lies; nor ever did in my life ; nor
ever will; only Mifs Bounce fays there is not much
barm in it.

Mamma. Can you wonder then that I fhould
obje&t to your keeping company with a perfon
- who fo little attends to what is right or avreng,
as to fay there is not much Aarz in committing
fo dreadful a fin? It is a fign that fhe muf either
be extremely wicked, or elfe moft deplorably ig- -
morant ; but as this is impoflible to be the cafe,
and fhe muft have been informed of the bad effe&s
of decest and falfehood, fhe can be no other than
a very naughty, wicked girl, fo wicked that I do
not chufe you fhould be with her. I am forry to
refofe you the company of any bedy who gives
ybu pleafure ; but I cannot permit you, for the
fake of a little prefent entertainment, to run the
hazard of being corrupted by fuch a naughty girl.

02 Harrior,
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Harrior. Do you like Mifs Righs thould be
with us ?

Mamma. Yes! Mifs Right’s love of truth is fo
great, that the would not upon any account be prevail-
ed upon to tranfgrefs againft it : an inftance of her
veracity I had an opporturﬁty of obferving one day
that T went to fee her mamma, whilf you Har-
viot, was at your aunt’s, She had been walking
out with her papa: when fhe came in, Mrs. Righs
told her to change her bonnet, before fhe went into
the garden to play with her brothers, as fhe would
otherwife be liable of getting it either torn or
dirtied. No, Ma’am, fays the, I fhall not, I will
take care and not let it blow of.  But (faid
her mamma) I chufe it fhould be taken off, there-
fore I beg you will not hefitate about, doing as I
defire you; but go diretly and put it away : a-
gain fhe was filly enough to difpute doing as fhe
was bid ; but Mrs. Right looked very earneftly at
her, and faid, Fewny, I do infift upon your carry-
ing it up flairs, and if you do not mind what I
fay to you, I fhall be extremely angry with you.
After this, T confefs, I fhould not have thought
fhe would have offered to have gone into the gar-
den before fhe had obeyed her mamma’s command.
But fhe ftrangely forgot herfelf, and 4id g0, where
it blew off intg the dirt. As foon as fhe found
the bad confequence of not minding what had
been faid to her, fhe carried it away, put it into

the
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the box, and took her old one out, and went to
play again. - Soon after tea Mrs. Right afked me,
if it would be agreeable to take a walk in the
garden. T accepted of her offer, and we went, where
we found Fewzy in her old bonnet. < O! you
have changed your bonnet (faid her mamma) did
vou do it diretly when I bid you #” She direcls
ly replied, ¢ I am very forry, Ma’am, and afk
your pardon for being fo naughty as not to mind
when you firlt fpoke to me, but I came into the
garden before I changed it, and while I was at
play it tumbled into the dirt.” How much more
noble now was this honeft confeffion of her fault
(and a great one it was, not to mind what her
mamma had faid to her) than if, by trying to
conceal the truth, the had been guilty of lying.

A Liar we can never truft,
Tho’ he fhould [peat the thing that’s true,
And he that does one fault at firft,
And lies to hide it, makes it twa.

Harrior. Pray, Ma’am, how do you mean
makes it kwo 2

Mamma. Surely, my dear, you can be at no
lofs to underftand that expreflion ! Is not the per-
fon who commits a wrong action guilty of oze
fault > And if they tell a lie to prevent its being
 difcovered, is not that another ? Confequently they
03 are
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are guilty of rwo ; whereas, if they at once own
their firlt crime, they would then only have one
fault to repent of; but by adding lying to what
they had done before, they undoubtedly make it
become two. Do you not underftand that it does

Harrior. Yes, Ma’am, I do.

BeTsy. Why, is lying wicked ?

Mamma. Becaufe it is mifufing the blefling of
fpeech, which was given for our mutual comfort
and affiftance; but if inftead of ufing our tongues
to eiprefs our {everal wants, and declare the dif.
ferent thoughts and fentiments of our hearts, we
fuffer them to depart from the truth, and fpeak
things which we know to be falfe, we then defeat
the purpofes for which language was intended: and
fo far from our fpeech being of any fervice to oup
fellow creatures, on the contrary it becomes a fnare
and trouble to them, and often draws them inte
many difficulties and diftreffes. For the intelligence
of a perfon who is known to utter falfehoods, can
never be relied upon, Whatever {uch a one told me,
I fhould always doubt the truth of, and confequent-
Iy be ata lofs in what manner properly to a&.
M, for infance, Mifs Bounce was to enter, and telf
me, fhe had juft met your papa, who defired to
fpeak to me, I fhould not know what to do,
whether to go feek for him or not, as I fhould be
afraid fhe was telling me a falfity, and that fhe
had or feen him. T therefore might very probably

not
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not go to him, and he perhaps would wonder I
did not, and be alarmed left fome accident had
happened to prevent me. And fo in every cafe
the words of a /iar muft ever be fufpeéted, and all
.their affurances be of no avail to gain them any
belief : foon therefore muft they forfeit all their
credit amongft mén, and lofe the favor and love
of God; for he has declared, that no /ar fhall
have admittance into eternal life.

Let Truth then, my dear, fHill dwell on _your tongue,
From ber maxims O never depart ;
Bur give yourfelf up to her guidance wwhilfl young,

Her precepts engrave on your heart.

Whatever temptations arife to your wview,
Courageoufly fet them at nought ;

To the diates of wirtue flill dare to be true,
And practice the truths yow've been taught.

Convince’d that by falfehood no good can be gain’dy
No wickednefs ever conceal

For lying can purchafe us nothing but pain,
And time the deceit will reueal,

Then contempt and difmay fball encompafs you. round,
For cvery falfehood you've [poke ;

N peace or enjoyment jball ever be found,
By thofe avbo the tsuth have once broke.

Detefled
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Detefled and [bunn’d by the whole buman race,
Lo their aords no refpeld will be given ;

Whillt on earth thus they Jink into loweft difgrace,
And forfeit their title to Heaven.

Abbor’d by our God of abl truth fill are thofe,
Who difbonor their lives by deceit ; :
And if awhilft they live his laws they oppofe,
After death they fball punithment meer.

Bersv. I like thofe verfes! Shall we learn them
by heart, Ma’am?

Mamma. Yes, my dear, I wifth you would, for
I think you cannot too deeply engrave on your
memory the dreadful confequence of falfehood and
deceit.

Harrror. I with, Ma’am, you would be fo
obliging as to teach us fome more poetry, for I
like learning it very much. Pray will you repeat
thofe lines upon: the king’s birth-day, which you
faid the other day ? :

Mamma. With much pleafure, my love, if you
chufe it, as nothing affords me greater {atisfation
than to give you every indulgence in my power,

As Delia early crofd the Pplain,
Whillp il the dew drops did remain's
Her fire fbe faw advancing near,

And fwift foe flew bis woice to hear.
When



e

When flraight fbe cry’d, Ah! Father, fay,
Why fbines fo bright the fun to-day?
Why do the lambs fo joyful frifk ?
And awhy appear the binds fo brifk ?

And can you afk, my dear (he jaid)
You who in Britain have been bred ?
This is Great George our King’s 6irt}z-day,
Who now doth Britain’s feeptre fway.
Well may the lambs in play be feen,
And Jport along the flow’ry green!
Well may the fun full bright arife,
And beautify the eaftern fhies !
Well may oll nature bend to Heawvern,
From awhence fo great a boon is given!
For Heaven, my love, good kings doth give,
To teach mankind the way to live.
Ab! well may nature all vejoice,
And all with cne united woice,
Help celebrate Great George our King;
With George’s name ye wallies ring,
And from the hills that's plac’d around,
Let George’s name be heard refound,.
And  far from yonder fandy [bore,
Where echo can be heard no more ; |
There let the wind the fame found bring,
And praife Great George our Britith King.,
For Briton’s pride may centre bere,

George to the Good muft flill be dear.

Harrior.
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Harrror. Thank you, Ma’am. I think I fhall
foon be able to fay it by heart.
Mamya, I will write it out for you, and then
you may read it over till you get it perfed. I
am going up flairs and will do it now.

LET-
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Mifs Seamore to Mrs. BARTLATE.

My Dear M4pam,
HAVE read your- laft two letters over a great
many times, and I hope I fhall remember the
kind advice you have given me in them. I per-
fectly well recolle&t going to Mrs. Froth’s, and
feeing her little boy play with guineas. I think
it is a fad pity, that Mifs Frozhs have not been
taught to do any thing more ufeful than what
you menticrr. My mamma fays, fhe has known
fo many inflances of the fame kind happen to
families who fancied themfelves in the greateft
afluence, that was fhe ever {o rich, her children
fhould always wait upon themfelves, and learn all
kind of ufeful, as well as ornamental works ; that
in cafe the fame accident was to happen to' us,
we might better know how to provide for our-
felves. Pray, Ma’am, do you know Mrs. Fones,
who takes care of Mr. W¢/Ps children? My
mamma tells me, that once fhe was very rich,
and brought up in a moit expenfive manner,
though not more {fo than her father could well af-
ford. But her mother, at the fame time that fhe
let her learn every accomplifhment fit for a young
lady
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lady of her rank aud fortune, chofe likewife that
fhe thould be inftruted in every thing which was
ufeful. And what a happy thing it is fhe did:
For now that her hufband has fpent all her mo-
ney, fhe would not know by what means to get
her bread, unlefs the could work, as well as fing
and dance. Whereas, though now fhe is not fo
rich as fhe was, fhe lives very comfortably, and
fhe is a very worthy ufeful woman, my mamma
fays, and ‘takes a great deal of care of all the
Mifs 7¢fs. She teaches them to read, and write,
and work, and draw ; and fhe likewife teaches
them mufic, and every thing they learn. She
was at our houfe laft week, and two Mifs Wfs
with her. Mifs Molly is embroidering a pair of
fhoes for her aunt, and Mifs Sukey 1s learning to
make lace. She has finithed one piece for a tuc-
ker, and it is very fine, and looks very pretty :
and now tfhe is doing a border of a cap for her
little fifter. You cannot think how extremely well
fhe fings, and plays on the harpficord ! Mrs. Fozes
fays fhe is very fond of it, and takes great pains
about it, and #bar is the only way, fhe fays, to
to excel in any thing. I almeft forgot to tell
you, that my uncle Samue/ has given Tom a new
rocking horfe. Itis a very large and pretty one.
It is almoft the colour of Mr. Adrgile’s, that 1is
called cream colour, is it not? With a fine long
white mane and tail down to the ground. Zm

is
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is prodigioufly pleafed with it, and rides almoft
from morning till night. He fell off from it laft
week ; but my papa told him, that if he cculd not
ride better, he muft not ride any more. So he
has taken great pains to ride well ever fince.
General Dodfwortk has began to teach him to exer-
cife; and you cannot think how pretty he locks
when he is marching. My fifter fays, fhe fhould
like to exercife too: but the General repiles, he
never teaches young ladies : And my mamma does
not think it at all a proper qualification for a
girl to learn. Mr. Fost, fhe fays, will teach us
how to walk, and move gracefully, if we will but
attend to what he fays. To-morrow, after we have
done dancing, we are to go to fee fome fhell-
work the Mifs Truemans have juft finithed. We
are told it is exceeding curious, ‘and is defigned
for their friend the Dutchefs of Drowfer. 1 have
now told you all the news I know, and am quite
tired of writing, fo muft beg permiffion here to
leave off, and fubfcribe myfelf,

Your dutiful and affeitionate Niece,

HARRIOT SEAMORE,

. LET-
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Mrs. BARTLATE to Mifs Skamorz,

E AM much of your mamma’s opinion, that Mr.

Foor is a far properer mafter, to inftru& girls
how to move with dignity and eafe, than our
friend the General. Martial exercife not being
at all adapted to the delicacy of a young lady,
whofe endeavour fhould be to acquire more gen-
tlenefs of manners than the movements of a {ol-
dier will admit of, By gentlenc/s of manners, I am
far from withing to be underfood as if I wanted
to encourage that foolifh affe¢tation which too many
young women praftice ; and which infead of dif-
covering any {uperior delicacy of fentiment, only
proves their weaknefs of mind. To be frightened
at the fight of fre-arms, or at the found of thusn-
der, or to fcream, and run at the approach of a
Jpider, a wa/p, a freg, or a toad, is the heighth
of folly and affe@ation. And, forry indeed fhould
I be, to fee any of my nieces give way to {uch
fimple behaviour ; and fo far negle&t the voice of
reafon, as to f{uffer themfelves, either to be really
frightened, at what cannot annoy them, or fancy
that, by pretending to be fo, they appear in any
relpet more agreeable. I once knew a young lady,
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who fo far gave way to her ridiculous fears, that
fhe abfolutely deftroyed the happinefs of her life,
by means of the perpetual fate of apprehenfion
fhe lived in. There was fcarcely a living creature
of which fhe was not afraid. At the fight of a
Jpider fhe would roar out, as if in the moft vio-
lent agonies. An earwig terrified her as much.
And to avoid a wa/p, I have frequently feen her
leave the room and fhut herfelf up in a clofe
clofet. Nor was it only from infe&s fhe received
fuch alarms: but cats, dogs, birds, cows, and horfes,
equally difturbed her peace. If, as the was walking,
any of them chanced to come within a dozen
yards of her, fhe would inftantly begin fqueaking
and running, as if deprived of fenfe and reafon.
Whether the avas deprived of reafon or not, I
cannot take upon me to determine; but I am
fure fhe took no pains to exers, or'make uf of
it, and therefore always behaved in a moft ridicu-
lous manner, and rendered herfelf the contempt
of all who knew her. Not lefs difagreeable did
her fifter make herfelf, by running into the con-
trary extreme. For to avoid the {fame imputation
of afectation, the totally laid afide all that de-
licacy and {oftnefs of manners becoming the fe-
male fex, and inftead of flying from an horfe,
fhe would make no fcruple of putting on its bri-
dle; or taking off its faddle, when returned from
riding. Neither was it at all an uncommon thing
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to {ee her clapping a ‘dog on its back, endeavour-
ing to make it fly at another. In all her move-
ments and exercifes the difcovered no degree of
grace, and took a fort of pride in being thought
robuft enough to. undergo any fort of labor or
fatigue. She alfo neglefted any care in her me-
thod of exprefling her fentiments, and fpoke in a

‘tone of voice, better adapted to a farmer than a

young lady. I affure you it was almolt impoffible
to be in company with the two fifters, and not
break through the laws of politenefs, by defiring
the one to fpeak rather louder, that fhe might be
more intelligible, and the other fomething lower,
that one’s ears might not be flunned. You can-
not imagine two people behaving in more di-
rect oppofition to each other ; and yet both equally

‘ridiculous and wrong. Another inftance, ‘in which

they both deviated from the medium of right, was
with regard to rears. Mifs Emma, thinking - it
fhewed her delicacy to weep upen every the moft
infignificant occafion : and Mifs Lucy imagining it
degraded her fortitude to drop a fingle tear upon
the moft affeting circumftance, either relating to
herfelf or others, In fhort, they both contrived to
make themfelves as difagreeable as poflible, and
appeared as if they thought they rofe in worth, in
proportion as they fwerved from nature; for they
were two of the moft uunatural beings you can
fuppofe any of the human fpecies to be. Which

was
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was the moft difagreeable of the two it would be
difficult to determine. Though the infufferable af-
fectation of Mifs Emma did excite one’s utmoft
contempt, yet the mafculine carriage of Lucy,
could not fail flill more to difpuft, and become
one’s abhorrence and deteflation. 'The charallers of
each of them, my love, I however would wifh you
carefully to avoid, and in no degree let affetta-
tion appear in your words or a&ions. Your own
native goodnefs and innocence of heart requires
no falfe colouring to conceal its fentiments from
the eye of the world. That is I mean, f{o long
as you continue to be good and virtuous, fo long
you have no occafion to wifh to appear different
from that you really are. It is only thofe who
arc confcious of not thinking as they ought to
think, can have any defire to conceal their real
opinions, and therefore call in affetation to their
affitance. But however filly girls may be pleafed
with {uch ridiculous behaviour in one another, and
fancy it looks pretty to tofs their heads about
when they fpeak, or laugh, and talk in an un-
natural voice; yet, depend upon 1it, to every body
of the leaft fenfe and difcernment, fuch conduét is
always exceedingly unpleafing. And whatever their
good qualities may be which they poffefs, yet it
fo much conceals them, that it is not poflible
without much difficulty they fhould be difcovered,
and very frequently they are overlooked and unob-
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ferved. With caution therefore, my deareft girl,

guard againft the moft .diftant approach of affec-

tation ; whilft at the fame time you exert your
conftant care not to degenerate into the rude uncalti-
vated manners of Mifs Lucy. Nothing can be more
difpleafing than fuch noz/y robuft behaviour in a
young woman of any fation; more efpecially if
the wifhes to appear as if fhe had received any
education at all. But I dare fay you will have

difcernment fufficient to difcover the 1mpropriety

of'behaving in either of the methods I have been

defcribing, and will, with great caution, avoid

rupning into either extreme. That you may. be

enabled in this, as well as every other inftance,’
of your life, to ' condué yourfelf with diferétion,

and keep the happy golden mean, 1s the con-

ftant fincere wifh of,

Your moft tender and affetionate Aunt,

MARTHA BARTLATE,
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