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ADVERTISE~ENTo 

IF a Work folely intended to 

protnote Virtue and Morality, 

.to arm the rifin_g Generation 

againfi: the prevailing Follies of 

the Age, and to point out to 

them thofe Objects which mufl: 

regulate their Welfare here and 

her.eafter, be worthy of the Fa­

uonage of good Parents, Friends, 

and G uardians of Children, then 

there MoRAL SKETCHES have 

little to fear oo account of the 

R.eception they will meet with. 

This Work contains a great 

Variety of !bort Eifays, on mofl: 
of 
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of the moral Duties of J~ife, and 
were originally written in French 
by a Pen, which Death has long 
fince fileneed. If the Tran:£lator 
of thefe invaiuable Sketches !hall 
be thought to have fent them into 
the Vl orld in an eafy and _elegant 
Engliili drefr, he af pi res to no 
other Fame. May every youthful 
Mind receive as 111ucl-l Inftruction 
and Advantage from the Perufal 
of them, as the Tran:£lat-or felt 
Plea[ ure in naturalizing them into 
the Englifh Language. 

MORAL 
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is faid, that the fcarcity of any 
!ncreafes its value, and that gold 
ver for that reafon hold the firft 
Lmong periflrnble matters ; yet it 
~ confeficd, that there is one thing 
ivorld more fcarce than thofe metals, 
tt is, a true friend, if fuch a thing 
11 poilible to be found. There is 
s too much reafon to believe, that 
1 almoft every one talks of a Friend 
Phrenix, no perfon has ever yet 

:her. 
for fafl ionable friends, thefe are 
day to be met with ; but they are 
es that crvwd round a honey-pot, 
rob it of its fweets. Such friends 

1erally found to refemble [wallows, 
i.fit us in the fpring to enjoy the 

R approaching 
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F R I E 'N D S H I P. 

I T is faid, that the fcarcity of any 
thing encreafes its value, and that gold 
and fi.lver for that reafon hold the fidt 
place among peri{hable matters ; yet it 
muft be confeflcd, that there is one thing 
in this world more fcarce than thofe metals, 
and that is, a true friend, if fuch a thing 
be at all poffible to be found. There is 
perhaps too much reafon to believe, that 
though almofr every one talks of a Friend 
and a Phrenix, no perfon has ever yet 
feen either. 

As for fafhionable friends, thefe are 
every day to be met with ; but they are 
like flies that crc,wd round a honey-pot, 
only to rob it of its fweets. Such friends 
are generally found to re(emble [wallows, 
who vifit us in the fpring to enjoy the 

B approaching 
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approachin__g '!a~mth of the fummrr, and 
quit us as foon as the winter ec:ommences. 
There are few friends who love us equally 
with themlelves, and who will prefer our 
interefr to their own. Men form thofe 
connections, which are often difiinguifhed 
by the name of friendihip, either out of 
interefr, for the fake of converfation, and 
often merely as companio.ns of favourite 
vices. Daily experience convinces us, 
that as foon as fortune forfakes us, our 
friends turn their backs on us, find no more 
pleafure in our converfation, and we be• 
come unworthy of even being a partner 
in their vices. 

Dionifius the Tyrant, wanting one day 
to fpeak with the Prince, his fon, fent to 
bim to defire him to come and fup with 
•sim. The young Prince, being feated af 
t-1ble when he recei·ved the meifage, begged 
to be excufed, and aifu red the meifenger, 
tbat he v;rould pay his refpecl-s to his father 
;,1 s foon as he had fini.fhed his fopper, and 
accordingly fulfilled his promife on rifing 
from the tabko 

When 
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When the Prince approached his fatl·er, 

the Tyrant aiked him, why he did not 
come and fup with him ? "Be,au{e (faid 
the Prince) I had five or fix friends at my 
table." Dionifius appeared to be furprifed 

at his fon's ha vin.g fo rnany friends, and 
afked him, if he were folly per(uaded of 
their friendfhip ? to which rhe Prince 

replied, that· he had nJt the le ail doubt of 
their iincerity. 

"Their fnendfuip then (foul the father) 
muil: be put: to the trial, an1..i, for that 

purpofe, order them all to attend you this 
night in your own apartment. Make 

them your confidants, and tell them, that 
you have affainnated the Tyrant, and beg 
of them to ainil: you in removing the body, 
and burying it privately, in order th~Jt his 

death may be kept a fecret, till the minds 
of the people fuall be prevailed on to place 

you on the throne in the room of your 
father. After having thus experienced 
their fidelity, come and give me an account: 

pf it, that you and I may rejoice togefher 
B .2 on 
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on the ineH:imable treafure vou have fmind 
info many friends." • 

The young Prince executed the orders 
of the Tyrant, and put the fincerity of 
bis friends to that delicate proof; but how 
greatly was his furprife when he found, 
that of all thofe, who, while at fupper, with 
full glafies in hand, protefied they would 
cheerfully die to ferve him, not one now 
offered to engage info perilous an under­
taking, and each fi:ole away one after the 
other! 

The Prince acquainted the Tyrant with 
the ill fuccefs of his experiment, when his 
father wifely faid to him: " My fon, 
for the future, take care in w horn you 
place · your confidcn.:e. Be affu, ed, that 
there are few men fo h appy in this world, 
as, in the courfe of their whole lives, 
to find one finccre friend ; and that the 
friends of the t able, as foon as the repafr 
is finifhed, often· fecretly defpife their 
benefactor." 



, 

MORAL SKETCH£.,. 5 

Jo r. 
JOY is generally a proof of tl:e con­

temment of the heart, and is u ,ually the 
companion of a good confcicnce. Hence 
prop le of a lively difpofition a1 e generally 
preferred to thl)!e of an aufiere, dull, and 
gloomy ·cafr, whofe-four and form.al con­
verfation contributes only to in :·pire \\ eari­
nefs and di 'gufl:. 

I remember, ·when I was a chi'd~ that 
l took notice of people, who I was told 
were learned, and who generally appeared 
to me of [o melancholy and gloumy a 
temper, that they infpireJ me wit~ a kind 
of averfion for frudv. It is not that I 

• ,I / • 

expecl: extravagant joy, which is accom-
panied with perpetual peals of LtU ghter, 
and which pleafcs by chattering like a 
parrot, jumping about like a 1rn1gpie, and 
doing fuch things a:i border upon ma_d nds ; 
but I am a friend to that gaie1y of di fpofi­
tion , which is confined within the bounds 
of decency, which £hews us contented 
with ourfelves and othe rs, which fpreads 

B 3 a fercne 
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a ferene and pleafing air over the coun­
tenance, and which from time to time 
produces thofe little fparks of wit that 
occafion moderate laughter, leaving others 
an opportunity to make us laugh in their 
turn. I cannot endure thofe fevere people, 
who, under the veil of gravity, wifu to 

impofe on the world, and who cannot futfer 
any other difcourfes than politics, morality, 
or philofophy, without mixing with them 
the leafr fentiment of mirth, or any little 
piece of hifrory to amufe us. 

Joy is an antidote tQ melancholy and 
chagrin, and often gives eafe to the infir­
mities of the body; it enlivens the fpirits, 
and mocks the caprice of fortune ; it calms 
the ftorm of difgrace, makes us fenfible to 
the pleaitues of life, and contributes to 
prolong our exiftence here. 

so' R RO lY. 

I F we contemplate the affairs of this 
world with an eye of philofophy, we :fhall 
find nothing worthy of either our joy or 
for row. The one, however, appears more 

reafonable 
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reafonable than the other. Joy promotes 

the health of the body; but Sorrow con­

fumes mankind as the fire does wax. 

Sorrow is the confeq uence of di[ grace, 

and that often fprings from the imagina­

tion, which being generally a.. falfe repre­

fenter of objecls, and our ideas being often 

hurried away by {elf-love, we are led _to 

confider our farrows as grievous, when, 

jn reality, they are •founded only in 

weaknefs. Since then, every thing whjch 

we fee, poffefs, love, hate, feek, or thun, 

in this world, is fubjeB: to annihilation, 

an9 finee every thing, which nature has 

mafql1ed under fame form or figure, muft 

in the end be reduced to nothing, why 

fuould we make ourfelves wretched at the 

lofs of that nothing ? 
Men are fometimes driven to defpair on 

the lofs of their worldly poffeilions, w1thou t ­

reflecring, that they brought nothing with 

them into the world, and can carry nothing 

out of it. Others fhew an immoderate 

grief on the lofs of a friend or a parent, 

without reflecting, that man is nothing 
but 
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but an earthly walking machine, and 
cannot always exiil:; ~ut according to 
the cuurle of all ea1~thly bei11gs, mufl: at 
lail: return to dufr: 'fo that thofe who die 
only go a fe~v days before thofe they leave 
behind them. · · 

A third perfon weeps to-day for his 
extreme indigence, who perhaps to-morrow 
may b~ in want of notb;n ,· . A fourth is 
ready to burfl: with g rief, on hearing his 
repu tation wounded by the faEe tongue of 
fcand al, and bui.lds his wretchednefs on 
empty founds, that were loft in the air, 
and could exifl onlv for a few moments. 
In fpeaking of So~·row, I recolleEt the 
wife manner in which a fage confoled 
~een Arfinoe, and which Pl·utarch 
relates nearly in the fo llowing words. 

, ~ Whrn Jupiter difrributed among his 
infernal fpirits t hf' different offices of his 
!;lQomy empi!·e, t)orrow, who is one of 
thofe evil fpirits, came to folicit a place, 
but w ~,s a little too Lte, as he· had already 
difpo1ed f the principal places in the 
kingdom of the dead. Amo11g the em~ 

ploy men ts 
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ployments which yet remained to be 
difrributed, the mafrer of the gods made 

his d1vifion of the Tears, Sighs, Regrets, 

and all the fentiments, which the 16fs of 

a dear friend inf pires, and placed Sorrow 

at the head of them ; but as neither of 

thefe infernal fpirits ever fray long but 
with thofe who receive them kindly, fo 

Sorrow never takes up its abode, but 
where the Tears, Sighs, and Chagrin, have 
made a previous poffeffion. 

" T his difcourfe appeared fo reafonable 
tp Arfinoe, that from that moment fhe 

difmiifed her Sorrow, and endeavoured to 

confole herfelf. Thus thofe, who do not 

wifh prematurely to quit this world, mufr 

banifh frightful forrow from their boforns, 
Jnd meet the calamities of th is life with 

h eroic fortitude, wifely reflecting, . that 
fi ncc the fmiles or the frowns of fortune 
rn ufr one day have an end. ne;ther of thein 

ought to gi ve us too much concern." 

CHANCE, 

I 
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CH AN CE. 
C H A N C E is the prime- minuter of 

For:_tune, and executes whateve!.· that blind 
,divinity decrees with refpect to mortals. It flies as fwift as thought, and comes 
as unexpecl:edly as the thief by night. 
It fometimes fuddenly raifes us to honours, 
for which we iliould have never prefumed 
to hope ; and at other times hurls us, 
from the fummit of profperity, into the 
gulf of irrecoverable rµin. It fometimes 
foddenly prefenti occafions, which ac­
cording to the ufe we make of them, 
decide our happinefs or mifery for the 
reft of our lives. 

We may venture, to fay, that unlefs we 
have the protecl:ion of Divine Providence, 
which often fo miraculoufiy interferes in 
our favour, that the life of mart is com­
pofed of chance events, which accompany 
him from the cradle to the tomb, and 
which, like favourable or contrary winds, 
fill the fails of good and bad f<?rtune, and 
force him forward, according to their 

capnce, 
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caprice, into the ports of Profperity, or 

force him on the rocks of Difgra.ce, where 

he inevitably peri:fhes. Both ancient and 

modern hifl:ory afford us many examples 

of the uncertainty of every poffeffion in 

this life. 

-DepreJlion of the Mind. 

'J;'HE Depreffion of the mind, though 

natural to fome people, is generally the 

confequence of indolence and idlenefs, and 

therefore unbecoming in a man. When 

we employ ourfelves about fomething that 

is ufeful, we have not leifure to give way 

to this frrange difpofition of the miod, 

and when we properly fill up our time, 

we iliall always fi_nd ourfelves the better 

fatisfied with our own conduct. Indolence 

is what nature never defigned fot man, but 

is an invention of his own to torment 

himfelf.-It is an enemy, which the wife 

man ihuns, and the fool courts. Animals 

are ignorant of it, becaufe infrincl: never 

teaches it; and man only pines in imagi• 

Jlary languor) becaufe he has the liberty 
of 
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of fo doing. However, terrible as this diforder may be, every one has the re• medy within his own reach; and he who procures a livelihood by induihy in the mofl: humiliating fituation, is preferable to the monarch, who paifes hi's wretched hours in rolling about on the couch of indolence, and leaves his duty to be per­formed by others. 

Nature applies herfelf to unremitt~ng labour; and never fiops for a moment1 bLlt is perpetually at work to promote and fupport her grand and magnificent opera­tiofls: while man often [utters imaginary e\·ils to dcprels bis mind, and gives way to indolence, rather than exert himfelf in fome uleful and profitable employment, which would not fail to cure his diforder, and nrnke him cheerful and happy. Orefres often con'plained of the wretched d.epreifion and indolence of his mind, and on a friend once advifing him, as an in­fallible remedy, to rou!e l1imfelf from his lethargy, and apply his time to fome ufe­ful employment, he replied : " Since 
there 
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there is no better method of being revenged on time, which deftroys every thing, I 2-m determined to let it pars in doing no­thing." Such an idea is unworthy of a human being, and I hope ,vill b~ confi. dered as tuch by all my reaJ€:rs, whether young or aged. 

A .NGER. 
A CERT AI~ Philofophe.r has faid, " Though the rage of anger is but a fpecies of madnefs of no long duration, it often leaves behind it, in its efiects, evils of a lafting nature." It is certain, that the violent emotion it occafions is one of the principal obftacles to the tranquility of life, and the health of the body, fince it ilifies the judgment and Llinds the rea­fon . A few words dropped in a fit of anger, often make a man rniferable all the rdt of his life, fince he may thereby ]ofe thofe friends in a few miuut€s, whom he h ad been mauy years in acrp.11ring. lkfidef, that it often clifcovers the moil: latent ie<.:r_ets of the heart,. it frequet1tly 

C renders 

r 
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renders the paffionate man ridiculous by 
the threats he utters, which he cannot 
have in his po,·ver to put into execution. 
How many perfons have paifed the reft of 
their live. in ufelefs forrow and remorfe 
for having fuffered themfelves, only for a 
few moments, to be hurried away l:zy the 
violence of their pailion ! 

The friend!hip of a man who gives 
way to anger, is an incumbra11ce to fenfi­
ble p_eople; and his company is a laby­
rinth, into which we more eafily entered,, 
t~han we can find our way out of it. This 
is the partition which divides anger from 
fury, and the paffionate man and the ma­
niac have eg uall y the fame right to a 
houfe of confinement. 

Pailion de~rives a man of the ufe of his 
fenfes, and fo effea ually dazzles his fight, 
that he does not fet the danger into 
which he is often headlong advancing. It 
clofes his ears, fo that he cannot hea r 
reafon, and makes hirn utte r words, 
which, while · they c,m be of no fe rvice 

t.o 
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to him, may be producl:ive of a lafting 
mJ ury. 

Hifiory tells us of a man at a certain 
court, remarkable for the violence of his 
paffion, wh:o had the infolence to draw 
his fword in the prefence of his king, and 
who, after having broken it, threw it at 
the feet of his fovereign, f wearing h~ 
would never ufe it more in the fervice of fuch a king-. It is true, that his fove­
reign fmiled at the extreme folly of his fubject, but he prefently afterwards de­
prived him of all his lucrative and ho­
nourable employments, and frnt him to a 
loathfome prifon, where he had time to 
lament his folly during fourteen years, 
when death put a period to his woes. 

The paHionate man every moment 
gives an opportunity to thofe who wifu 
to injure him; and when a man has con­
ceived a hatred againil: another, and the 
object of his hatred is violent and paffio­
nate, the ruin of the latter is eafily ac­
complifhed. Of all the feven mortal fins, 
that of paffion is the greateil: difturber of 

C 2, huma» 
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human fociety, and that which affords 
the finner iW pleafure. Thm. p~dliol\ 
ferves only to offend God, to ruin the 
health, and to deprive us of friends and 
fortune. 

L'YING. 

A LYAR is the objea of univerfal 
contempt ~nd hatred; for, as a lyar is 
diametrically oppofite to good faith, he 
mufr confequently be a ve!Y indignant 
creature. His tongue i:; the trumpet of 
falfehood, and his words are witnefies 
againft his pretenfions to the title of a 
man. He never opens his mouth but to 
his own confofion, and all his f peeches 
co11tribute to difco,-er his thame, until he 

. becomes as contemptible in the eyes of 
honeil men, .as he is odious to the Supreme 
Being. The hatred and contempt of 
mankind are at 1afr the rew::irds of the 
pains he has taken to fp read falfe reports 
among his friends. The . world, who 
generally judge wrong on mofr other 
occafions, is not fo with regard to the 

lyar, 
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lyar, but agree with one voice to cenfure and defpi(e his conduct. It is in vain that he employs oaths to make himfclf be­Iie,-ed by thofo to whom he f peaks ; for even truth is difcredited when it comes from his mouth. 

The me.-n and indignant idea of a lyar cannot be made better appear, than by putting it in oppofition to that lively refentment, which eYcry man of honour feels-him(elf obliged to ihew when accufed of a lye, he prefers death to fuch an accufation, and freely hazards his life to wipe off fo foul a ftain on his character. The Roman hifiory furniihes us wirh frriking examples of the attachment thofe mailers of the world had to truth. We :!hall content ourfelves with re(ating ,one jnfrance, which will be fufficient to ihew how great was their efieem for truth. · When Auiuih1s, after the defeat of Marc Anthony and Cleopatra, entereJ Rome in triumph, among the prifoncrs who followed in his train was an Egyptian prieft, of whom fame faid he· had neve r 
C 3 told 
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told a lye in his life. So extraordinary 
a character drew on him the attention of 
all the city, and afterwarcl's was rumoured 
in the fenate; when that illufirious body 
thought it their duty to do honour to 
truth, though found in the perfon of a 
fla ve. They ordered him to be prcfented 
with his freedom, and, as he was a priefr, 
that he {hould be admitted among thofe 
who[e bufineis it was to prepare and make 
the facrifices to the Gods. Lafily, to 
do honour to the reign of Au guil:us, in 
which fo fingular a man was difcovered, 
they erected fratues to this virtuoua 
Egyptian, that pofrerity might be ac• 
quainted with this event. 

Having thus mentioned what difiin. 
guifhed honours the Romans conferred 
on truth, it is but jufr that we fhould 
give a frriking proof of the indignation 
they fhewed to a lye. In the reign of 
the Emperor Claudius a man died at 
Rome, of whom it was publicly faid, 
that he had never fpoken a word of truth 
in his life . The emperor being informed 

of 
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of this, gave orders, that the dead body 
of this notorious lyar ihould be denied 
all funeral rites, that his houfe ihould 
be razed to the ground, his pofieilions 
confifcated, and a,11 his family baniihed 
for ever, in order entirely ' to annihilate 
the memory of fo wicked a man. 

Hannibal, though he was the greatefi 
captain of the times in which he lived, 
was never able to attract the efl:eem of 
people of honour, who were his contem­
poraries, for having broken his word 
whenever he found it to his advantage. 
Titus Livius fays, that the praifes we 
cannot refufe to his penetration in coun­
cil, to his diligence in executing every 
thing neceifary, and to his intrepidity 
in battle, were among the number of 
thofe accomplifhments, which, in this 
infl:ance, we are obliged to allow to a 
wicked man favoured by fortm~e. 

BENEFICENCE. 

AN elevated foul feels nothing more 
fenfibly, than the pleafure it receives 

1n 
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in relieving the unfortunate; whereas the oppofi.te principle, that of a mean and fordid foul, feels itfelf hurt in the welfare of another. The noble aml:i­tion, which gives to the firfr as many fubjefts of p leafure, as there are unfot­tunate perfons to be relieved, cannot but be acceptable to God; but the env ' , which the latte r conceives at the profpcr ity of another, is a vice peculiar to the infernal fp;rit. 
·vv e cannot nea rer approach to the gr~nd model of perfetl:ion which is pro­pofed to us, than by employing ourfelves in doing all the good we can to our fellow-creatures; for it is by thofe means we are enabled to refemble, in fom e mea-' fure, our } ather who is in . Heaven, who, without paniJl regard, caufes the fun to fnine alike on all. If the condi­tion of the rich and powerful be Worthy of envy, it can be only becaufe they have it in their power to relieve the wretched, and fupport thofe who are £nking under the load of misfortunes . 

.Benevolence, 
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Benevolence, added to power, is furely 
oife of the greateft gifts Heaven has to 
beftow ! 

Great and good aB:ions are to the foul 
as food is to the body; and the benefi­
cence we :fhew to others during this life, 
are certain pledges of thofe which God 
has promifed in Heaven to the humane 
and charitable. Thefe amiable virtues 
pafs not unrewarded even in this world, 
fince they draw on us the admiration, 
refpeB:, and love of mankind, and fecure 
to our memory the fame honours from 
pofrerity. 

I remember to have read part of an 
epitaph, which agrees with my prefent 
fubje8:, and is thus expreffed: '' What 
I have fpent, I have loft; what wealth 
I poffeffed, I have left to others; but 
what I gave is frill my own." . 

It is certain, that the advantages we 
<lerive from the expcnces of our tabl e 
or pleafures, are of no longer duration 
than the fatisfaB:ion they procure, and 
th~t is but momentary. Death frrips us 

· of 
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of all our poffeffions, and gives perhaps 
to ftrangers all our wealth we enjoyed in 
this world; but our beneficence, which 
we ex~nd to tbofe who ftand in need of 
it, are treafores, which even God lays 
up in ftore for us, and which he pro­
mifes to reftore to us an hundred fold, 
when all our other poifeffions ihall have 
taken wings and fled away. The inc 
terefts we derive from our beneficence 
in this world, are the prayers and blef­
fings of thofe we have relieved, who 
inceffantly offer up their beft willies to 
Heaven for our happinefs here and 
hereafter. The pleafure of good actions 
affords us comfort in our paffage through 
life, and fu pports us in the expiring 
moments of our exiftence. 

LA UGHCJ'E R! 

LAUGHTER is a qualitypeculiar 
to man alone, nature not having endowed 
any other creature with the power of 
contracting their features iuto fuch forms. 

Laughter 
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Laughter is the enfign- of joy, and fre­
quently the trumpet of folly. 

To laugh on every occafion, is a proof 
that we are agreeably furprifed at the view 
of every trifle that prefents itfelf, and 
confequently betrays a fimple genius, and 
the want of difcernment. A man, who 
laughs much, in the end makes himfelf 
ridiculous ; and the woman, who has 
this defect, is truely to be pitied ; for, 
befides that modetiy, which is the real 
ornament of their fex, fuffors much from 
it, excefs of laughter disfigures the coun­
tenance, enlarges the mouth, and [wells 
the cheeks; f.o that, by giving too much 
way to this folly, a lovely counteuance 
may be changed into the mafk of a fool. 
It is true, that the dimpled fmilc is an 
additional beauty to a fine face, but it 
muft not be accompanied with an un­
natural -exten!ion of the vo1ce. 

It is worthy of remark, that the wife.fl: 
men are feldom great laughers. It fhould 
feem, that their modefry will not allow 
tl,em an extravagant ioy ; and I have 

kno\~ u 
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known wife men, who have phferred the 
tears of Heraclitus to the ... laughter of 
Democritus. It may not be an';i:'s 71ere 
to inform the more youthfol part of my. 
readers, that Heraclitus was a philo '.opher 
who wept for the follies of mankind, and 
that Democritus was alfo a philofopher, 
who on the contrary, laughed at every 
thing he faw. 

Hifrory produces many infrances, in 
which the excefs of laughter has been 
carried fo far as to occafion inftant deaths 
Valerius lVIaximus makes ment'.on of one 
Philemon, who having ordered· a bafk.ct 
of figs to be brought to him, was highly 
diverted on :feeing an afs eat them all, 
and immediately ordered that thy ihould 
pour down the animal's throat fome win~, 
that the figs might not give him the cholic. 
This Hrange caprice threw him into fuch 
a fit of laughter as proved his imm diate 
~3ili. . 

Ccelius RodegiQus fpeaks of a fim i.lar 
foo1, named Zeuxis, a famous painter, 
who, having painted an old woman in a 

fingular 
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fingular pofrure, was fo firuck with the 
conceit, that death alone was capable of 
putting an end to his laughter. This is 
a kind of death as ridiculous as 1t 1s un­
ufu ::il; for·few man laugh on taking leave 
of this world: the greater part take the ir 
fa_rcwel with tears in their eyes, and 
forrow in their fouls. 

EDUCAT'ION. 
THE education of a child refeml11es the 

culture of P,lants. It is a foil, in which 
the infancy ~f man· being fown, _produces 
good or bad fruits, accoi·ding to the good 
qr bad qualities of the earth. The good 
grapes we with fo much plearure gathet 
in the Autumn, coil: us much care and 
pains in the fpring. Thus, as the good 
or bad condu8: of a man depends princi­
pally on his education, a father is obliged, 
according to the law of nature, to take 
all poffible care, that h is child, during 
his tender years, may imbibe fontiments of 
the love of virtue, and deteftation for vice. 
This is ve1 y eafily accompltihed duri11~ 

D . their 



26 MoRAL SKE TCHES a 

therr infant Hate, which, like wax, re~ 
ceives every impreffion we wifh to give it. 

Thus, as cuil:om is fecond nature, fo 
virtue becomes natural to man, and 
cannot eafily be abandoned. It is the 
fame thing with vice, which, by the 
negligence or pernicious indulgence of 
parents, having once found a feat in the 
heart of a youth, is driven from thence 
with great labour and difficulty. 

It ihould feem, that the whole duty 
of a parent towards his child is to g ive 
him a good education,. and to put him, 
on his entrance on the commerce of the 
world, into the road that leads to fortune. 
Having done -this, he has fulfill ed all 
the duties of a parent ; but to make 
himfelf unhappy in the purfuit of wealth, 
to deprive himfolf of the comforts of this 
life, and to make it a point of his duty to 
leave large poifeifions at his death, is a 
fpccies of madnefs and folly. The ge­
nerality of children receive more pleafure 
and advantage in the poffeilion of what 

thev ,., 



MORAL SKETCHES. 27 

they have acquired themfelves, than they 
do from that which is left them. 

11:lagnificent D R .E S S. 

IT has been obferved in all ages, th at 
men of the greatefr fenfe and abilities 
have ~e(pifed magnificent dreifes, and 
t hat the pomp of comedians has feldom 
fuited th"eir tafre. It is certain, that true 
virtue derives its lufire from itfelf, and 
refufes to receive any affifrance from gold 
or fi lver, which arc invented only to 
pleafe children, fools, and coxcombs, 
who generally judge of mankind by the 
quantity of lace, with which their 
clothes are covered. 

The man, who has real merit, ge~ 
nerally choofes a plain drefs, fince it 
gives a luflre to virtue, and def pifes thofe 
embroidered and laced articles, which 
are much better calculated to cover the 
body of a horf e or a mule, than to ferve 
as a troubl efome load to the human frame . 
N eatnefs bec0mes every one : it is ge­
ncrall y the index of a man who is puncl:ual 

p 2 .. and 
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1nd exatl: in all his affairs, in the fame manner as exceffive expences in cofily apparel are a mark of great want of fenf C;!, and evidently prove, that the wearer has no other means of attratl:ing attention. Hence he obtains the admiration of the giddy and unthinking, and the contempt of the wife and prudent. 
It has been obferved, that dwarfs, cripples, and thofe to whom nature has been deficient in fome part of her gifts, are generally the moil: given to the parade of drefs. Their notions are certainly foundc:d on the abfurdefr p'rinciples ; for, in wi!hing to diil:inguifh themfelves by ornaments, they draw the attention of every one to the defetl:s of their body, whereas, were they contented with a plain and decent drefs, thofe ddecrs, from motives of humanity, might have been difregarded by the generality of rhe world . Some people have, indeed, made their fortune by the parade of drefs; ~nd thefe have been generally thofe who han: fought their fortune in the butterfly 

circles 



MoRAL SKETCHES. 29 

circles of kings and princes. Such men, 
however, owe more to chanee and their 
taylor, than to prudence and good fenfe. 

· Lail:ly, it mufl: be allowed, that there 
are great marks of effeminacy in the excefs 
of drefs, and that a too complaifant atten­
tion to the prevailing faihions is the effect 
of a ridiculous foftnefs . . Crefar, being 
warned by his friends to have a {hilt eye 
on Marc Antony and Dotabclla, who 
were forming fome col\l.f piracy again.ii: 
him, replied, " I have little difiruft of 
thofe people who feed well and decorate 
their perfons ; 1 have more fufpicion of 
thofe who are pale, meag-re, and negligent . 
of their drefs," meaning Brutus and 
Caffius, who were never frequenters of 
the {hops of lacemen, nor remarkably 
devoted to their taylors. The parade of 
drefs fhould be confined to actors on the 
theatres, and to thofe who have their 
fortune to feek only among w@men. 

A"llfBJTJON.· 
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AM B I'I' ION. 
IT is natural for great fouls to wifh 

to procure immortality to their names, in 
order that a fomething may remain of 
them after their earthly diffolutiQn, to 
collect laurels, and to make them the 
objects of admiration to pofierity. 
Pliny the Younger made this confeffion : 
" I confefs, ( faid he) that nothing em­
ploys my mind more than the extreme 
<lefire I have of immortalifing my name, 
fince fuch appears to me to be a defign 
worthy of a man of honour and virtue. 
He, who kriows his life to be free from 
reproach, fears not to have it handed 
down to pofieri ty. '' 

Certain it is, that the defirc of ihiningi 
in hifrory, of handing down our names 
to future ages, and to {l:rive to acquire 
immortality by virtue, is a paffion worthy 
of great men. To obtain that happy 
end, we find pleafure in pain, we rejoice 
under fatigues, defpife dangers, and even 
t>rave death itfelf. It is certain, that 

fuch 
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fuc h a dif pof}.tion mufi be fomething 
more than human, and that the foul of 
an hero difplays the cleareil: fentiments 
.of contempt for every thing that does not 
tend to immortalif e his name. 

Virtue ferves as a f pur to the ambition 
of thefe great' -rnen, and hence it is not 
a:fl:onifhing, that they wiili for no other 
recompence than a lafring remembrance 
of their glorious exploits. It is natural 
to abhor finking in~o eternal oblivion. ; 
He who dies without having done fame­
thing noble and virtuous, which may pre­
ferve him in the memory of the living, is 
en ti rely forgotten as foon as his prefence 
is wanting to remind us of l).im. l'/.f en 
render their names immortal by illufrri­
ous actions,. ferve as models to great men 
in future ages, and, befides having their 
names refpected by pofrerity, they have 
the pleaf ure to forefee, that their own 
defcendants will venerate their exifrence. 

So powerful was the love of virtue in 
the remotefi: ages of antiquity, of which 
hifiory furniilies us with. many examples, 

th~ 
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that even in thofe days, when not an idea of the immortality of the foul exifred, men wi:fhed to immortalife their names by illufrrious actions. This cannot appear ail:oni{hing; but it is- r eally fur­
prifing, that any man :fhquld wi{h to preferve his name to pofierity by an infamous action, like Herofiratus, who 
burned the temple of Diana at Ephefus, in order th at his name might not be 
forgott en. Howe ver, the re is a great 
difference between the memory of a virtuous h ero, and that of an incendiary 
or affaffin. It is like viev>1j ng two dif­ferent portrajts; the one reprefenting 1\/Iarcus Curtrns, who was a voluntary victim to fave his country, and the o th~r Nero, who killed his own mother 
out of wantonnefs :-the firil: infpires our love and veneration, the other our 
horror and contempt. 

REASON. 
REASON is a proper rectitude of 

mind, which, when joined to wifdom, 
fer ve& 

... 
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ferves to regulate our conduct in the 
purfuits of this life. Wifdom C ' n:fi. Hs in 
the knowledge of divine and . hum.a)'\ 
things; it teaches us a due revcren~e to 
God, and infrru cts us in ·what is ufeful 
for the general good of mank.inrl. 

Temperance, juftice, prudence, and 
g-enerofity, are the effects of wifdom; 
but pru4ence claims the pre-eminence; 
fince, by her affiilance, reafon. triumphs 
over the paihons. Pleafure and pain 
ar,e equally blended with all thl:' other 
pailions, for defire precedes pleafi.1re, and 
joy ends it; fear precedes grief, and 
farrow ,comes as its companion. 

Reafon being the corr.pafs by which 
men ought to direct their courfe in the 
commerce of this world, the wife confult 
it in all their action;, and are thereby 
enabled to triumph o\·er every thing that 
oppofes its power. Nature has given it to 
man as a prerogative which places I im 
above all other animals, that it may 
ferve him as a guide to his con· ua:. 
Withoilt reafon, he cannot find che true 

road 
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·road to felicity, which is enveloped in 
the dark and gloomy douds every where f pread by the follies and vices of this world. The fool, being ignorant of the value of reafon, fµffers the vanities 
and falfe pleafures of lif~ to lead him aftray, and thus becomes a prey to his own naturally bad difpofition.s. 

The power of reafon is very great 
when fortified by the knowledge of God, 
and by 9bedience to his laws. l t was 
reafon that fupported the chaftity of 
Jofeph in the fevere hour of tri al, and corrected the boiling impetuofity of youth. Innumerable are the infrances of this fort; but we :fhall conclude with obferving, that there is no palfion which 
reafon cannot coIJ.quer, when it is left 
to itfelf tQ act freely. 

CIVILICJ'r. 
CIVILITY is the confequence of a good education, and the true mark of a 

polite parentage. It has the property 
of ~ttralting the goq~ opinion of people 

. at 
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at a little expence, and even brutality 
yields to its power. It cofts nothing~ 
and often pre-cures us the gre4tefi ad­
vantages. It is certain, that civility has 
extraordinary effeti:s ; for it forces men 
to be honeft, makes avarice afuamed of 
itfelf, foftens the favage heart, and keeps 
the clown at a difrance. To a great 
prince, it is as an invaluable diamond in 
his crown ;- among the nobility,- it is 
a precious ornamrnt; and among the 
vulgar, it is ·a wonder if ever found. 
It is a great recommendation to a literary 
man, and often procures more honour 
thereby than from his literary- abifuies. 

However, as appearances are often· 
deceitful, the exceilive civility of a m'an 
is fometirne., fuf pelted by the wife ; for 
it is not uncornmen to meet with that fort 
of people, who· load -:.Vith civilities thofe 

- whom they mortally hate. Perhaps, the 
fureil: rr:ethod is, to meafure the civilities 
we receive from others by our own 
merits, and to accept of no more of it 
than is- due to us , but to reg-ard 

the 
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th€ reil: as raillery, or as a fnare laid 
to entrap us. . . ~ 

FlRJVlNESS of MIND. 
IT is from the ha.nd of Firmnefr, con­

ftancy, or frability, call it by which name 
you will, , that virtue receives her crown 
of glory. It- D:ands immoveable as a 
rock, 3gainfr which the furious billows 
of the ocean vent all their rage in vain, 
and is proof againH: all the viciifaudes-of 
this world. lndeed, there is fo rr.ething 
divine in the virtuoufly-refolute mind; 
for it is always the fame, and does not, 
carnelian like, attract the colours of 
every thing that furrounds ·it. 

Firmnefs . reprefents a faint image of 
~ternity, <ilnd is the perfection of ~11 the 
virtues, fince without the aifi11an,e of 
the fo1=mer, the latter could have no 
:ftahility. Before Firmrrefs, all the bad 
influences lofe their force; for it teaches 
us_ to fu PI ort the ills of life without 
fegarding their weight. It is a fure 
pl_edge of a happy futurity, and is hap-

pinefs 
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pinefs fn itfelf. It regrets not the pafr, 
nor £lands in fear of the future; for it 
forefees events that are to happen. 
F ortune has no power over it, and the 
a rrows of chance, whatever they may 
be, cannot pierce it. It fears nothing 
from the change o( times, for it is always 
the fame till its final diffolution. 

INSCJ'ABILI'Tr. 

MEANNESS under misfortunes, 
and infolence in profperity, are derived 
from the fame fource. Ari excefs of 
fenfibiiity in the mind, humbled by the 
u nexp'ecl:ed reverfe of fortune, endea­
vours by meannefs to excite compailion, 
being the only power it is capable of 
exerting, with any hopes of fucce[s. 
On the othe-r hand, infolent- profperity~ 
fupported by felf-lo ve fo natural to man, 
prefents to his imagination the ide 9- of 
fuperiority derived from fortune, which 
makes him place himfelf in a rank fupe­
rior to the re.ft of mankind. 

E The 
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The :fidl: unquefiionably is the mark 
of a degenerate foul, though the world 
in general confider it as prudence; and· 
the fecond is a ridiculous folly, though 
they may chriil:en the pride of the fa­
vourite of fortune by the name of a 
noble haughtinefs. No fenfible perfon 
can approve either the one or the other ; 
,for to change from meannefs tq,. infolence, 
or from-infolence to meannefs, according 
to the different circumfiances of life, 
mark the flavery of a foul to the paffiorn. 
ef a corrupt heart. 

The noble and generous foul def pifes 
being mean in adverfity, as much as it 
does infolence in profperity. It feels 
nothing from the humiliating fhocks of 
misfortune, nor is puffed up by the in• 
foleI).ce of profperity1 but alway5 remains 
tranquil and compofed in every condition, 
being fully perfuaded, that man i. but a. 
n1adow, and life but a dream. 

E NVr. 
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EN vr. 
0 F the feven mortal fins, Envy is 

one, which troubles moil: the repofe of 
mankind ; and as it has its root in the 
excefs of felf-love, it is no wonder, that 
its venomous fruits poi:on the repofe of 
the generality of mortals. Envy induced 
the arch enemy of mankind to feek the 
means of defrroying the felicity of our 
firfr parents ; and, probably, 'from the 
moment they eat of the forbidden fruit, 
this horrid vice paired from the Devil 
into man, not on iy to defrroy thofe into 
whom it fide entered, but to be the rock, 
on which millions of men have fplit 
when they leafi expected it. 

When we examine the envious man, 
he appears to refemble a demon, better 
than any other copy that can be traced 
of that original ; and if we can in this 
world form any ideas of eternal punifu. 
ments, the envious man can, from his 
own feelings, give us fome account of 
them, So g,reat is his diforder, rhat the 

. E 1, haJ.?pinefs 
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happinefs of others encreafes it; and, if he be capable of receiving any .com(ort, it can be only from the misfortunes of his neighbours. 
It feems to the envious man, that the happinefs of" another is a robbery com­mitted on him, and that fortune has been gilty of a crime in neglecting him. He i:. hungry when he knows that another man eats, an.d the cold freezes him in proportion as another is warmed. _ He is night and day refHefs ' in inventing ob­:ftacles to oppofe the happinefs of others, and his foul knows no joy but in the di.frruct:ion and ruin of his neighbour. His two great.eft favourites are lies and falfrhoods, and he feeds on his own. h eart, which he gnaws night and day. _ His eyes appear like furies, and his hair is compo ed of ferpents. His mouth is -the entrance of the infernal regions, and his ears the receptacle of falfe echoes. His hands are the claws of a tyger, and his feet thofe of a horfe, which are per­

petually kicki:'g. His breath is a de-
vounng 
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v0uring flame, and his words are cutting 
razors. Lanly, he is deferted by God, 
execrable to men, @and the darling of the 
Devil.-M y pen fraps fhort with horror. 

'I' I-IE SO J7 ER E JG N GOO D. 

THE antient philofophers had dif~ 
ferent opinions concerning what confl:i­
tuted the happinefs of man, and what 
they commonly called the fovereign good. 
Efchines placed it in fieep; Pindar 
maintained, that it confifred in health; 
Zeno believed, that it was found in the 
crown, which they placed on the head 
of him, v;rho carried the prize in the 
combats ; the Corinthia,ns plaeed it in 
gaming ; Epicurus in voluptuoufnefs, 
and many others placed it in honours, 
riches, and dignities ; but Arifl-otle con­
fidered it as confifiing of virtue and 
wilaom. 

It is, however, clearly evident, that 
among _the Pagans, who had no know­
ledge of the immortality of the foul, 
each naturally placed the fovereign good 

E 3 in 
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in that which mofr flattered his ruling 
paffion. Since the greater part of the 
things of this world have no value in 
themfelves, it is the imagination of each 
particular that rnufr fix their price. 

Efchines, fqr example, was undoubtedly 
a-phlegmatic and indolent man: he con. 
fequently believed that the fovereign 
good confifred in fieep, which his habit 
of body made him prefer to every thing 
e11e. 

Pindar, who feerns to have been of 
a weak and fickly confritution, could 
not make ufe of great exertions, and 
therefore preferred health to all other 
things. 

Zeno, undoubtedly the fon of a prize. 
fighter, loved manual fports, and placed 
the fovereign good in the fuperior know• 
ledge of boxing and wrefrling. 

The Corinthians, who were a lazy 
and worthlefs people, placed all their 
felicity in gaming ; witnefs Chilo, one 
of the feven wife men of Greece, who, 
arriving one day at their city, found 

them -
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them all engaged in thofe ridiculous 
~mployments. 

Epicurus, the true friend to good 
living and voluptuouinefs, placed his 
happinefs in the gratification of th e 
fenfes. · 

Ariil:otle, who had fome ideas of the 
immortality of the 1-oul, placed the fo­
vereign good in virtue and wiidom. I t 
is not at all furprizing, that th. s philo~ 
fopher :fhould have fentim en ts fo jufr ; 
for, having fome ideas of ~ econd life, 
he could not think in the ·rude manner 
of his ignorant cotemporaric>s. 

It is not a little furprifing, that among 
all the philofophers and men of g reat 
genius, which antiquity has produced, 
none of them have thought of placing 
the fovereign good in indijferencc, fince, 
when it is fincere, it plas:es man in a 
:fiate of equality, and raifes, him above 
every agitation, which the revolutions of 
time can give to mortals. It :fhould 
feem that a Pagan, who knows nothing 
of the immortality of the foul, and who 

looks 
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looks for nothing beyond tr;nquillity1 
which is the mofr p leafing of alt the 
vanities of this w9rld, would place the 
foverei$n good in indifference. 

CONF I DENCE. 

IT _is certain, that we cannot be too 
circumf pelt in our choice of the perfon 
we mean to make our confident, and 
entruft with the fecrets of our hearts ; 
for, generaily fpeaking, .·,ve make our­
fel ves the Daves of thofe., to whom we 
oren the fecrets of our bofoms. A good 
and gene1 ous heart, too often and too 
eau1y opms itfelf, wh:r . . is ~requently 
taken advantage of bj the artful, 
treacherous, and falfe friend . 

Tl1e temper of r,nnkind is Jo incon­
fiftent , that he, who to-day loads us with 
careifes, may to-morrow conceive for us 
a hatrec, which breathes nothing but 
our ru n : fo that the confidence we 
have placed in a perfon, whom we con­
fidered as a valuable friend, may one 
day, when his fentiments for us change, 

forge 
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forge thofe words, which wo have in- -.. 

cauti.oufly entrufied him with, into arrows 

"that may deeply wound us. The daily 

experience this world affords us, admits 

no doubt of the truth of this obfervat" on. 

However great our friendihip or efreem 

may be of any man, prudence directs us 

to be very cautious, and to make our 

own bofoms only the -repofitory of the 

latent fecrets of our hearts. - he old 

proverb truly fays, " ·r he words of a 

wife man lie at the root of his tongue ; 

but thofe of a fool phLy on the tip of it." 

BR.AJTERr. 

BR AVERY and Libe1:.ality are two 

qualities, which feldom fail to attract 

the efr~em of mortals : the fir.fl: difplays 

a contempt of 1ife, and the fecond regards 

ricJ:\es with an eye of indifference : two 

things 1 to which men in common Th.ew 

the frrongefl: attachment. 
However, the excefs of either merits 

contempt; for, whenever we lofe fight 

of prudence, the firfl becomes temerity, 
and 
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and the fecond prodigality : two vices as prejudicial to our happinefa as they are contempt'.ble in the eyes of the wife. Temerity prevents a man from thinking of th'e true value of life, and expofes him to the dangers of death on the moft trifling occafions ; while prodigality, not reflecl:ing on the bitternefs of want, pro• ftitutes itfelC to contempt, infeparable from poverty. When bravery is not accompanied by the virtues, it places a man in an aukward fituation, fince c.ourage can be difplayed only againft enemies. \Ji,,

7 hen the fword of war is theathed, bravery then languiihes. Hifrory is full of the heroic . and i14 I ufuious acl:ions of great men. Thofe of the famous Prince de Conde, under the reign of Lewis the Fourteenth, merit eil:eem; but much more do I admire the bravery of Vifcount Turenne, who ihone as much by his prudence, as the other dazzled the eyes of the public by his raih exploits. Conde was faid to have an eye om, the throne; but too 
much 
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much fire reduced his projects to fmoke . 
Turenne fupported his character by va­
lour, prudence and generofity. Conde, 

· after having braved death in a tho\lfand 
fuapes, at lafi died peaceably in his bed 
in an advanced age; wher-eas Turenne, 
without ever having raJhly expofed his 
perfon to danger, was killed by a cannon 
ball. The decrees of God are impene­
trable.-Let us always ;;i.dore them. 

A GOOD HEART: 

THERE is no qualification of a 
human being more to be prized than that 
of a good heart; for befides being a 
force of true felicity to him who poffeffes 
it, it is a treafu re to thofe who come 
within the reach of its beneficient and 
generous influence. . 

A good heart feels for the misfortunea 
ef others, and comrrtiferates all thofe 
whom inability prevents him from aiiifr­
ing. He, who pofieffes a good heart, 
put~ the befr face upon little errors, a.rid. 
is ingenius in concealing· tlte defects oi 

mankipd. 
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mankind. He c..onfiders the misfortune, 
- of his neighbour as a letter of recom­

mendation, and endeavours to perfuade 
himfelf, that mifery is a facred thing. 
If his eyes be :fhut to the weakneffes of 
others, his ears are alfo deaf to the 
inalevolent infinuations of evil minds. 
His tongue moves only in the praifes 
of every one, and he is mute when 
called upon to fup?ort the maledictions 
of others . He endeavours to promote 
univerfal felicity, and fince1 ely rejoices 
when he has it in his power to extend it. 
It is with regret he fees differences 
among friends, and he f pares neither 
time nor pains to bring th em to a right 
underfranding with each other. He 
endeavours t,o foften the rage of the 
paffionate man, and is fr1 uck with horror 
at the idea of every act of revenge. 
He knows not what envy is, and wifhes 
well to all the world. He comforts the 
afflicted, and does not, in any fhape, add 
to the load of misfortunes. Indeed, a 
good heart may be called the perfectio~ 

of 



MORAL SKETCHU. 4c; 
of the virtues, · and the prefage of a 
happy eternity. 

It is to 'be lamented, that, in our age, 
the goodnefs of the heart is little in 
fafhion; but this arifes from the general 
corruption of manners, and that vice 
now impudently affumes the name of 
virtue, and that mofr virtues pafs for 
a fi.gnal of weaknefs. 

INCJ"ERES7. 

INTEREST is the principal end 
of the greater part of the actions of 
mankind, and all ranks of people are 
fubje8. to its influence. It is the purfuit 
of every one, and is the only machine 
that puts things in motion. To fuch a 
heig}1t is its influence raifed in thefe 
<lays, that among mo.fr mortals it is 
fuffered to take place of fenfe and reafon, 
:fince every aclion, which has not in terefr 
for frs objeB:, is conf:dered as indifc rete 
and abfurd. Self - int erefi, however, 
when it lofes fight uf t u h, reafon, and 
juftice, is a moil: pernicious quality, 

F dangero us 
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dangerous to the community at large, and proclaims its polfeffor to b€ a vicious perfon. 
"lnterefi (fays an an ~ngenio~s French writ<i!r) appears to me . to refemble dufr, which the demqn throws into the eyes of men, in order to make them blind to jufiice, duty, honour, and friendfhip. It is Int€refr that fiifles the natural fen­timents of relations fo:i:. each other, em­broils man and wife, fows the feeds of ' hatred amung brothers and fi.fiefs, and extinguiilies friendfuip among friends. The.great make ufe of it as a pretence to commit the mofr unjufl: atlions, an.cl to the vulgar it ferves as an excufe for diffolving the tie of OQedience they owe to their fovere ign. It makes courtiers flaviili, foldiers rnfh, ecclefiaftics hipo­critical, and merchants deceitful. Thus it becomes the mailer of the other paffions, often f u bd ues them, and leads them in triumph. In public, it affumes the name cf prudence, but privately it ftoops to any meannefs or injufrice that cin promote its ends." FOR'ITJNE 
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FOR 'TUNE changes the MAN. 

" HONOURS change our manners, 
(fays a noble Roman writer) but not 
always for the better." It is fo common 
a thing in the commerce of this world to 
fee men, who rife to hon~urs and riches, 
change their behaviour, temper, views, 
and inclinations, that we are not at all 
furprifed at it. 

What a folly to forget our[elves, to be 
no more found, merely from having 
changed fituation ! What injufiice to 
neglect old friends on the empty parade 

,. of a new fortune! It is in fact telling all 
t~e world, that he is not deferving of his 
fortune; and that the imaginary felicity 
of riches is preferable to the real enjoy- -
ments of virtue. 

We may fay, that the acq_uifition of a 
fortun~ is of no fervice to the memory, 
fil'l.ce we frequently ooferve, that the 
happy man {orgets to day the perfon who 
yefterday affifl:ed him, and knows not 
even the name of him, who h~lped him 

F z in -. 
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in the beginning of his career of fortune. As gold is proved by _the fire, fo i3 man by profperity. If the former properly il:ands the affay, and the latter preferves its integrity amidil: honours, they may be then faid to have arrived at a frate of perfection. 
G1 eat God! how miferablc is the lot of man! In profperity, he forgets every one ; and in ad verfity, every one forgets him. In profperity he appears to have lofr his fenfes ; and wht;n loaded with misfortunes, he is faid never to have had any. In his fudden elevation, he becomes difcontented with all the world ; and, when hurled to the bottom of the wheel of fortune, all the world are difcontented with him. He who bafks in the fun-:fhine of fortune ihould remember, that riches fometimes take the wing, and fuddenly :fly a-,v:-i.y from us. Happy is he who refleccs, that old money, old wine, old . books, and old friend s, are obj ects worthy the attention of every man of good fenfe. 

LLBERALI'JY. 
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LIBERALl'J'.r. 

EVERY one who is in the poffeffion 
of wealth, has it in their power to do 
much good; but it does not always 
happen, that thofe who have it in their 
power, know how properly to ufe it. 
It is a fecret referved for noble foul s, 
who confider the perfon, the time, and 
manner, of properly conferring a favour. 
Where:i.s there are many people who give 
difgufr by the manner in which they do a 
kindnefs, and lofe the merit of it by the 
aukward mode of doing it. People who 
a-ffecl:· to be generous, never give but with 
ofientation; but true liberality is always 
the fame, whether it be in private, or in 
the face of the whole world. 

There are others , who, confidering 
themfelves as under the neceffity of 
afrum in g· the character of li\)erality, ac.1 
in fo proud and haughty a manner, that 
the favo urs they beil:ow rather encreafe 
the afffcl:ion than relieve the neceffities of 
thofe who receive them. True liberality 

F 3 1S 
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is alway-s performed in fuch a manner as to enhance the value of the gift. It ii only true and genuine generofity, that knows how properly fo to feafon ' its gifts, a:. to render them palatable and pleafing to all who partake of them. 

HOPE. 
WE canqot but confider Hope as a ftrong mark of the Divine pity ; for, after the fatal fall of our firft parents, wh,ch entailed upon us all the miferies of this painful life, how could we be able to fupport them without the hope of a change ? In tru e hope, which is the confoJation of the unfortunate, is the only fupport of mortals in this world ; for that revives the inoil: dejccl:cd fpirits, and whatever evils may befall a man, fo long as hope accompanies him, it will not faq to fupport him. Like fome powerful cordials, of which but a few drops ferve to ftrengthen the heart, however weak it may be, it has the virtue of encouraging thofe who, amidft the adverfities of this 

life, 
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life, are in want of cou·rage to perfevere to 
the end.of their mortal' career. Poverty, 
ficknefs, perfecntion, and all the other ills 
of this life, are fofte11ed by hope. 

FL~T'CfERr. 

A PHILOSOPHER being one 
day a!ked, which were the moil: formidable 
animals to men, he replied, " Among 
favages, it is the fianderer ; and in do­
mefiic life, the flatterer." Certa,in it is, 
that the flatterer unites in his character 
many infamous vices ; for he is a liar, in 
fpeaking tho[e things which he does not 
believe; he is deceitful, in fpeaking 
contrary to his fentiments ; he is a coward, 
not daring to fpeak what he thinks ; he is 
wicked, becaufo he pours oil on the fire of 
the [elf-love of another; he is impious, in 
praifing the vices of his neighbour; and 
he ii the enemy of thofe he calls his friends, 
fince by his flattery he encourages thel"Jl 
in their evil courfes. 

Flattery is 'a fwect venom, with which 
the great are poifoned, who are too often 

• perfuaded, 
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perfuaded, that their vices are only imperfect virtues. It is afrouifhing, that to fuch a hight has this vice got in courts, that without flattery, no man can there hope for any fuccefs. Indeed, felf-love muil: have obtained a pow€rful dominion over the heart of man, force it fuffers us to rncei ve the incenfe we do not merit, and makes us like the fl aacrer, who mocks our under.fl-anding, by attributing to us thofe qualities we do not poifefs. Nothing is more univerfal than to bear men exclaim againfl fl atterers ; but there are very few people, who quarrel with a man for telling him too much of his own merits and underfranding • . In ibort, there are fome paihons, that will leaYe us as we advance in age, but the love of flattery will purfoe us to the grave. 
FAMILIARICf'r. 

TO know how to keep familiarity at :a proper difrance from the commerce of friendfhip, is a fcie·nce, to which the world do not pay the attention it merits. To 
ihew 
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1hew its inefiimable value we need only 
remark, that it is to this fcience that 
friendfhip is indebteci for its duration. 
Friend:fhip is founded on eil:eem, anci" 
eiteem is a tribute due to merit, but as 
every man has his weakneffes, familiarity 
foon difcovers them, and imprudently 
checks them, without confidering, that 
the felf-love of every man is wounded 
when we bear hard on bis foibles; and 
th us the good h,;.rmony between friends 
is frequently interrupted. · 

Sympathy forms friendfhip, complai­
fance nourifhes it, and integrity of heart 
preferves . it; but excefs of familiarity 
often does fo much injury to friendihip, 
as even to diifolve it. · Every man, who 
fays, that familiarity is the enfign of 
friendihip, is not acquainted with the 
delicacy of the latter; and he, who is 
too fond of our familiarity, feldom cares 
much about our friend{hip. Familiarity 
opens tho door to love, but !huts it againft 
friendihip. He who wi{hes to make 
friend:fhip lail:ing, fuould fo manage that 

delicate 
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' delicate bufin"efs, that exceffive familiarity 

fhould not be fuffered to appear ; for 
that mother never fails to introduce her 
daughter contempt, who is the fource of 
irreconcilable enmity. 

INE2_UALJ'I'r of :l"EMP ER. 
A FRI END of an irregular Temper 

is like good provifions badly cooked ; 
for his happy moments, being frequently 
interrupted by caprice, prevent us from 
tranguilly enjoying the pleafures of his 
friendfuip. 

A man -0f an un_fettled temper never 
follows even his own will, and confe­
q uently we never can difcover what are 
his refolutions, he every moment changing 
his opinion. He is incapable of great 
affairs, and difagreable even in fin.all 
copcerns. It is with difficulty he finds 
friends, and it is impofiible for him to 
keep them. An irregular temper is tht1! 
mark of a weak judgement, fince it fhews 
to-day, by marks of indifference, the 
regret it feds of being yc.ft~rday dctceivcd 

' iri 
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,j n its choice, and that coolnefs, which 
fo clofely follows careffes, is infinitely · 
more mortifying to a generous mind, 
than the firft demonfirations of' his 
friendfhip gave it plea{ure. 

An irregular-tempei ed man is like a 
bafl:ard plant, w horn nature has not taken 
the pains to perfect. When we happen 
to be connelted with a man of this 
charalt_er, the befi: way perhaps would be 
to confider hi.tn in the 1,g;ht ofa comedian, 
who at one time reprefents a king, and at 
another time a baggar; . fometimes a 
philifopher, and fometimes a harlequin.; 
fometimes a lamb, and fometimes a bea,r. 
It is only more pafs-time we ~an hope· to 
receive from a man of an unfetled temper, 
£.nee no dependa:nce can be placed on him 
as a friend. 

R .AR Irr' IE S. 
EVERY thing tVis world produces 

is imperfect, the poffetnon of them 
rliminifhes their value, and even the hope 
of ucquirint we know not w kat is often 

attended 
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attended with infinitely gre<tter an:xiety; 
than the poffcffion of what we have fo 
ardently purfued gives us pleafore. The 
value we _put upon things merely on 
accourit of their difficulty to be obtained 
is abfurd ; for we fhould certainly fix the 
price on them only in proportion to their 
utility. It is evidently a proof of our 
weaknefs, to give the preference to any 
i:hing merely becaufe it is the growth of 
a foreign country. Reafon naturally 
di8:ates to us, that any thing really ufeful 
to us, and the produ8: of 9ur own 
country, mufr be more valuable in itfelf, 
with refpect to us, than any ufelefs 
commodity imported from the Ind:es. 

Pearls are of little value in the Eafr, 
gold at Peru, or odoriferous drugs in 
Arabia; but here they are el1eemed nt 
a high price, merely on account of then' 
frarcity with us. However, it is our 
own imagination only that euh'.mces their 
price ; and, to fpeak the truth, the 
Europeans are more foo\i{h fo 1puch to 
~fteem gold, which is only a yellow earth, 

am~ 
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and pearls, which are but a kind of :fhell­
fifh, than were the Indians, who fo dearly 
paid the Dutch for the firfl: cat they carried 
among them, fince tha~ animal was of 
tnore fervice to them in killing their 
mice, than all the gold and pearls of 
of the Eafl:. 

It is true, that gold at this day- will 
' do many things, not to fay every thing, 
with relpecl: to vanity and avarice; but, 
as gold could not drive away mice, fo in 
that country a cat was certainly of more 
value than gold. 

For my own part, I mufl: confefs, that 
I prefet the magpie in his half-mourning 
drefs, when he has learned to imitate the 
human voice, to the 19roud peacock, with 
all the brilliant plumage of his tail, fince 
he utters only difcordant and difagreeable 
founds. 

Nature has been fo j ufl: in the divifion 
of her gifts, that fhe has befrowed on each 
country whatever is neceff:.try to fupply­
its wants, provided they know how to 
he contented. with the rc21.l neceiThri-es of 

0 life, 
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life, without being obliged to vifit foreign 
countries. As all kinds of fuperfluities 
are ufelefs, fo things however fcarce, whic:h 
{erve only to feed our vanity and encreafe 
our luxury, appear: to me of no value, 
even though they may be brought from 
the rem0teft regions of the earth. 

A plain family joint of Engliih beef is 
cerrninly preferable to a turtle, which is 
rn :tde to pleafe the palate hy the addition 
of wines and foreign fpices, without the 
affifiance of which it would be rejeB:ed 
with contempt. After all, every one 
has his predominant tail:e. 

NAVIGATION. 
0 F all the elements, water . is per~aps 

the leafr to be trnfred, fince a calm is 
often a forerunner of a fu1ious tempefr, 
and j uftly · verifies the old proverb, that 
danger lurks on the brink of .fecun'ty. 
Cato ufed to fay, he repented of three 
things : of having fuffercd a day to pafa 
without doing fome good; of having 
entrufred a fecryt to an improper perfon; 

,rn d. 
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ij.nd of venturing on the water when he 
might have gone by land. 

Another Roman ufed to fay, that a 
foip was the emblein of madnef s, becaufe 
it wa5 never a moment in one fituation ; 
that the mariner was a fool, becaufe he 
changed his o_pinion with every winJ; 
that the water was a fool, bec.aufe it never 
was at refr; and that the wind was a 
fool, becaufe it was never fready to one 
point; to which we may add, that it is 
the hight of folly to join in fuch 
company. 

There is, indeed, nq profeffion more 
perilous than that of a foqman, fince his 
life is every moment feparated from de3th 
only by a fingle plank. He has often the 
four elements to frruggle with at one 
time, and fometimes is burnt aliv~ in the 
midit of w:i ter. His princip<1-l end- is to 
arrive at land, and yet th~ fight of that 
element, in fome fituations, drives him 
to def pair. Though he refrs :;ill his hopes 
on the ·winds, yet thofe very winds fre~ 
quently prove his defrrucl:ion~ Lafily, 

G 2 he 
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he feeks riches, and infiead of them 
fometimes meets with unhappinefs, 
mifery, and even death itfelf. 

N otwithftanding all this, navigation is 
one of the finefi and moil: u[eful fciences 
that man ever difcovered; for, befides 
the riches it introduces into every coun­
try, it ferves to draw the wonders of the 
Creator from thre mafs of ignorance, by 
the knowledge it has given us of fo 
many different regions, nations, religions, 
manners, animals, fruits and ~plants. So 
that, . every thing confidered, we have 
reafon to thank Heaven for having given 
birth to men of fo rude a ta.fie, ai con­
tentedly to live on frockfifh and bifcuits, 
in order to furnifb others, from the four 
quarters of the world, with the delicacies 
of the remote.fr regions, and every mo~ 
ment to nm the rifk of their Ii ves, to 
procure to the luxurious the delicacies 
of the table. 

GAM/N(;o 
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GAMING. 

IT is faid that the Lydiaus were the 
firfr inventors of gaming, in order to 
amufe themfelves when they could get 
no provifion,s to eat. If that be true, 
their lofs of time was not badly em­
ployed; but as daily experience proves 
to us the contrary, and that we every 
day fee people whom the madnefs of 
gaming expoCes to famine and death, 
we cannot but treat ,i.ith contempt the 
memory of thofe fluggards who firfr in­
vented it. Indeed, when we reflect on 
the various misfortun.es that gaming 
draws on itfelf, it appears to me, that it 
would be very difficult to afcertain its 
firfr inventor; ~mlefs it be the demon 
himfelf, who, by the means of gaming, 
encreafed his empire of the robbers of 
time and of the purfe. 

I perfe~tly agree with thofe who will 
infifr, th-1+ an innocent game may fome­
times amufe and relieve the mind , for a 
little time, from the moil: painful pur-

G 3 fuits 
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fuits -iri the commerce of this world : it 
is againfi the ufe of it in excefs that 
reafon and· confcience revolt. Mahomet 
very properly forbid his difciples ali 
games of chance; nor was that Turk 
wrong, who laughed at two Chrifiians 
who were am1t/ing themfelves• by playing 
for money:-" vVhat a folly ! (faid he) 
for two men tq take money out of their 
pockets, and put it to hazard to which 
1t belongs!" At any rate, the charac.l:er 
of a gamefier fs at all times defpicable, 
fince they are principally compofed of 
thieves and fharpers. 

CRUEL'Fr. 

A SOUL truly generous ca-n never 
be cruel? fince cruelty harbours only iI\ 
the bofo~ of a meaQ tyxant. Ferocity 
.is repugnant to human nature, and con­
verts him in whom it is found to a mon­
~er, and ~ declared enemy of fociety. 
A cruel prince is the plague of nations, 
and fent by God as a fcourge upon 
mankind; and perhaps comes to the 

fame 
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fame end as do thofe rods which the 
tender parent throws into the fire, after 
he has ufed them to correct his child. 

·Ap the world willies ill to a tyra1it, 
and even thofe who are not under his 
yoke pray -for his ruin : God a,bhors 
him, and his own confcience will be one 
day hi6 executioner. As his joy co n"! 
:(ifred in the affiicl:ion of others, his ruin 
will rejoice his peQple, when divine 
jufiice fhall dcli_ver them from the grip; 
of that Nero. 

Hifiory is replete with accounts of the 
unfortunate end of tyrants, whom c1, 

violent and premature death has hai1ened 
to the grim regions of Pluto, where 
they \,1ill be treated with an indulgence 
fimila_r to th at they have granted to 
others,_ and where the fighs of thofe, 
whom they affii6ted and to rmented in 
this life, will fan the fire- of their tor­
ments. L afi ly, every cruel perfon, be 
his coudi ,ion either ·exalted or humble, 
inufr expect punifhment either in this or 

.-the 
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the other world, and often in both, 
£nee the fame meafure we make to 
others will be again meafured to us. 

AVARICE. 
THE R E is hardly a vice more 

0ppofite to good fenfe than this; for the 
avaricious ·man profi:itutes his honour, 
his life, and even his foul, merely to 
hoard up treafures, from which he de­
rives no other ad vantage than the pain 
of taking care of it, the uneaf y fears of 
lofing it, and the injufrice he makes ufe 
of to encreafe it. The mifer thinks 
himfelf mafrer of his riches, but does 
not perceive that he is the flave to them. 
He bears them fo high a ref peel:, that 
he prefumes only to touch them_; he 
loves nobody, and nobody loves him, 
nor doe3 he even love himfelf. In pro­
portion as he fills his chefrs, his poverty 
encrcafes; fo that, like a fecond Tanta­
lus, while in the arms of opulence he 
experiences all the horrors of poverty. 

It 
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It is without doubt the evident effects 
of the divine jufrice againfr this vice, 
that the avaricious man condemns hiP.1• 
felf not to make ufe of his riches, and is 
a prey to the devouring idea, that he muff: 
leave all his riches to his heirs, whofe moft 
ardent wifh is to fee. him in his grave. 

I remember to have read, that a 
certain bifhop was fo avaricious that he 
went by night to rob his own horfes of 
their oats ; and that this prelate, of fo 
exemplary a life, was one night feized 
by- his groom, who, under cover of the 
dark, worked hard with a good cudgel 
on the fhoulders of his mafrer, fuppofing 
him to be fome needy thief. 

Avarice is a vice, from which even 
the de·mon himfelf is exempt, though its 
profeffors contribute greatly to enlarge 
his empire. It mufr give great pleafure 
to the evil fpirit, to fee how man aban­
dons his God for fo vile a thing as gold, 
and difregard his Jalvation to become a 

fl.ave to that yellow earth, which he 
im.dl leave behind him. 

JJE4T'H. 



DEA'l'H~ 
PEAT H having been introduced 

into the world by Sin, it is not q.t all 
furprifrng, that there fhould be fomething 
frightful in its appearance, even the very 
idea of which makes men tremble. Its 
effea is an incontefrahle proof of the 
punifument of crimes. 

Terrible as it may be, it frees us from 
;i.11 the miferies of this life, and opens to 
us the gates of eternity. The death of a 
good man is the completion of his felicity; 
but that of a wicked man is the commen­
.cement of his mifery. 

When we properly confider the matter, 
we find a fi riking proof of the divine 
bounty even in our diffolution. It i's the 
end of all the evils that accompany this 
life, which, were they fo r ever to endure, 
would be far more infupportable than even 
death itfelf. When we reflect on the 
miferies of old age, and that, after having 
feen fixty revolving funs, we generally 
begin ~o be a load to o~hcrs as we ll as to 

ourfel yes. 
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ottrfel ves. What would that miferv Le, 
were we doomed to live eternally l~aded 
with all thofe calamities, which our firft 
parents drew on their unhappy pofreri~y" 
by their difobedicnce? Certainly it would 
be an infopportable punifhment. 

Since death is no more than a tribute 
we owe to nature, let us pay it without 
complaining, but always endeavour to be 
upon OJ-Jr guard. Let us ftudy to have 
a confcience pure and clear from reproach;, 
in order that we rnay not be furprifed by 
death, and we fhall then know by a happf 
experience, that there is nothing fo terrible 
in death as is reprefented to us. It is- by 
death that martyrs have re~ eiveJ the 
crown of glory, iri chang;ing this fuort 
life, foil of adve.dity and pain, for an 
eternity of incomprehenfi.ble fe1 icities. 

E PI 'I' AP HS. 

T H E lail: vanities of mei;1 are their 
epitaphs, and are often a furer proof of 
the '!>ride of the living, than of the virtues 
of the dead. It fhould feem, fiom hendi 

• t-hat 
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that falfity is fo infeparably united to riiart, 
that it accompanies him even to his tomb, 
and triumphs over his a{h~s. Th€ ex­
pence attel1'cling monumental erections is 
often only with a view to give credit to 
impofition; and the eulogiums wli:iich are 
engraved on marble in honour of the 
deceafrd, are too often only a portrait of 
what we would wifh they had rcfembled, 
rather than a ~aithful picture of what they 
had been. 

Epitaphs are a gafconade of words, to 
which a judicious reader feldom gives any 
eredit. If the foul, after it has taken its 
flight, be happy, it wants no pompous 
epitaj)hs here; and, if be not happy, no 
expences whatever ort a monument will 
mend its condition. Heirs, however, 
who, through gratitude or friendfhip, 
employ certain fums in ornamenting the 
tombs of their relations and friends, 
appear more cxcufable than thofe, who, 
during their lives, expend vail: fums in 
raifing magnificent maufoleums as repo­
:firories of their dead carcafes, and who 

have 
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h ave the effrontery to' compoi"e an eulo­
gium on their lives, an.i thus make­
t hemfelves liars long a fter they can no 
more f peak. 

'I'he Dijlributions of NATURE. 

NATURE is fo jufr in the · difl: ribu ­
t ion of her favours to men, that the, in 
fome meafure, re,ivards all her vo~aries. 
If ·fue gives to one man riches and 
power, fhe adds to it a refrtefs and un­
bounded ambition ; if another be poor 
and unfo rtun:tte, fhc gives him patience 
and contentment. If the firfr with his 
r iches had the indifference of the latter, 
he would certainly be too happy; and if 
the latter had the natural inquietude of 
the former added to his had fortune, he 
would afforedly have juft room ta 
complain. 

If we weig h then the riches of the firff 
wi th the misfortunes of the fecon.::l,- and 
the inqui etu de of the o'ne with the con­
tentm~ ri t of the other, we {hall certainly 
find t:J.e balance evOQ_ ; for the in-

H difference 
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difference of the fecond laughs at the 
inquietude of the firfr, and his patience 
is fo grea~, that hi.s difgraces have no 
effect ori hinr. Shouid' time or accident 
happen to change the fort'une of both ol 
rhem~ what a load 0f misfortmies would 
11ot the firil: experience, if indigence 
fhould be affociat-ed ·with his natu·ral 
hiquietude ? The ohly prudent ftep we 
cah· take, is to malte ourfelves eaf y and: 
quiet in whatever fiti1ation Providence 
:may ha've ·placed us. 

fl O N 6' U It.-
. HON._OUR refembles rhe eye, whitlf 
cannot admit of the leafi: imr.urity without 
receiving a rnaterial alteration. It is a 
precious fione;; the leaft defect in which' 
diminiihes the price. It is a treafure, 
which, wnen· once unfornmately lofr,­
~n never be recovered. As falvation is• 
to .the next life, fo is honour to this ; 
the firfi: cannot be acq'uired but wirn 
with great care, and the lail: cam1ot be 
pt_e.ferved but _with tqe moil: ca:nious-' 

· dehcacyo 



MoRAL SKITCHES, 7£ 
delicacy. The wife confider it as a 
refource in every misfortune that may 
J;iappen to them; whereas the fool pledges 
jt every moment upc;,n the 1i:loft trifling 
purpofes. As a body without a foul i.s a 
corpfe, fo is- a man without honour, 
whom all the world Llnms w.ith ~ve,rfiol). 
a,s impure. 

Honour is fo entirely uni,ted with 'i.tfelf, 
that it cannot· fuffer a diminution in any 
of its parts, w-ithout hazarding its whQle 
&xiil:ence. From 4ence it arifes, ,that we 
never foe what may be called a half. 
hone.ft man ; for~ generally fpeakit1g, he 
who is fo unfortunate is to re.ceive a check -
on his honour, foon b~comes a complete 
bankrupt • . Honour and life put to the 
balance wiJl prove equally ponderous ; 
but as foon as we take honour out of 
t he fcale, iife Wt igh_s I).P m9r_e t4an ~ 
feather. 

PA 'I' IE; N C E. 

THE fool confiders patienf e a$ the 
ma,:~ of a weak heart, and generaJly 

Jf i reJ>re(ents 
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reprefents it as the ref"ource of~ covvard ; 
but the wi[e confictler it as a m::irk of true 
grandeur of foul. It fupports itfelf by 
hope, and is a il:ranger to defpair1 which 
is the portion of mean fouls. Patience is 
fo great a relou rce againfr all kinds of 
m1sfortun~s, that every evil lofes thre~ 
parts of its effects by the proper uf e we 
make of patience ; it combats them 
·wherever it meets them, and generally 
triumphs at lafr. It honourably refifrs 
the greatefr calamities in life, and foftens 
the feiverity of our adverfities in fuch a 
manner as hardlv to fdfer us to feel them. 
It is a virtue, 'which alway carries its 
reward along with it; for thofe who 
pra8ife it, never fail to feel its happy 
effects. 

The Emperor Marcus Aurelius, fo 
remarkable for his temper and patience, 
often faid, that C::efar obtained the Em­
pire by the fword, At1guftus by defcent, 
Caligula by his father's merits, Nero by 
t yrany, Titus by the conq uefr of Judea; 
but as for hiiufelf, though of a low ex~ 

traction, 
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tra8:ion, he had obtained it by patience. 
Such is the fuperior influence of this 
,·1 rtu e. 

However weighty m1.y be onr burthens, 
they cannot crnili us totally, fo long as 
patience lends us its fupp0rt, and con.duels 
us by its friendly hand. As e\·ery thing 
in nature h as ics contrariety, io patience 
is oppofite to defpair., The Chriflian~ 
confider it ar; a gift from heaven, and the 
ancient philofophers regarded it as the 
laft effort of a firm and generous foul. 

Patience is nearly aiiied to courage, 
which cannot iliew itfelf to advanta2·e 
without enemies ; in the fame manner, 
this virtue difappears the moment aclver-, 
flties abandon us. Patience is a generous 
friend, for it never comes near us during 
prof"perity ; but the moment we are likcl y 
to fink under mi-fortunes, it never fails to. 
prcfent itfelf to us, and to offer us its 
affifi:ance , Lafl:ly, it fupports us to the 
('nd of our career, crowns all our labours, 
~nd conducts us into thofe paths, which 
\ead ~o a happy eternity. 

H 3 READING. 
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RE AD ING . 
.A. LL the employments of mankind 

in this world are oqJy amufements, except 
thofe to which we are indebted for O\lr 
paily bread : all the refl: ar~ but pafs-times , 
Of all the amufem~nts, there is certainly 
no one more agreeable or infinJcl:i ve than 
that of reading. 

Plautus, the Poet aI).d Philofopher, iq 
the early part of his life, was much given 
to the vanities of the wqrld, ahd, owing 
to the great vivacity which nature had 
given hirn, was very irregular in his 
conducl:. He began his caFeer of life in 
the capacity of a foldier, after which he 
tempted fortune on the hazardous oceaq, 
He·next learned the trade of a baker, then 
became a taylor, next a merchant, and 
~ontinued his purfuits in a variety of other 
profefilons till he at lafl: commenced a 
philofopher. Being qne day aiked, in 
which of his profiffions he had found 
the mofi: fati~facl:ion, he thus replied ; 
u T4er~ is J+O ~qndit~on, of which we 

~Q 
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do not wiih for a change ; no pofr of 
honour withput daq.ger, no r~ches witl10ut 
labour and inquietude, no prQfperity fo 
p,ermanent as not to have an ·en , nor 
any pleafq.re fo agreeable as not a t lait: 
to tire us : fo that, if J have t.!ver 
experitnced any peact and tr~nq J; lity, 
it is only fince l have givep. myielf t o 

reading.?' 
' This philqfopher was iQ.qeed very right 
in making thofe jufr obfervations; for, 
whatever oth~r vanities of this world WC3 

may be engaged in, we only encreafe our 
inquietude, our wants, our de:fires, and 
felicitations~ After haviJlg obtained aldd 

experienced therp all, a few moments of 
enioyment are fufficient to difgufi us with 
them. The principal reafon of all this is, 
that we never prqperly efreein that which 
we poffefs, but figh toq much after th!? 
enjoyments of others, 

An application to reading delivers us 
from all thofe agitations ; for it learns us 
to know the v~ity of ~ll things, fince the 

. d~a~, 
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dead, who tell ~o falfities, teach and 
perfuade us by t'1eir experience. The 
folidity of their converfation is infinitely 
preferable lo the flighty vivacity of the 
livin1;. If we w;fh to know what is 
nece11ary to r our good, th€y will idlruct 
us witho ut hypocrify; if we have ,m 
inclinatlon to learn the fciences, they will 
teach u-s them withollt fee ; if we wi01 
to learn the maxims of frates, they will 
explain them without ofrentation; if 
prudence urges us io learn the principles 
of economy, they will volunt<1:·ily teich 
us; and if we are defirous to acguire 
theological knowledge, v:e may fi nd it in 
thofe mafrers wi1t10vt pride or p:1rade. 

Thefe are the advantages we owe to 
reading, by the rpeans of which we are 
introduced to the familiarity of the mofr 
illuCtrious fages of antiquity. Bef.d ·· s 
thefe, we derive other advant1ges from 
reading; and thefe confifl: in turni ng our 
attention from the frequent :md dangerou ~ 
commerce with the living, and infenfibl;· 
accufioming ourfcl, cs io commune with 

the 
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the dead. From hence we fhall learn, 
that though we may acquire immortality 
in the facred page of hiitory, our bodies 
after death will moulder into a{hes, and 
that all our knowledge, povi1er, and 
grandeur, will terminate with our m,ortal 
lives . · 

Cf'he Cf'q,uo Roads Men pur:fue in this Life. 

THERE are onlyt·1 o roads to travel in 
this world, the one agreeable, and the 
other u1eful. The fi.rfi is trodden by 
thofe men who feck nothing but plea­
fure, and give themfelves up wholly to 
the falfe allurements of life. he fecond 
is frequented by the wife, who tread 
only on firm paths in their journey 
through life. 

_ The paths of -pleafure are agreeable 
.to the view, being bordered on all fides 
by trees of fingular beauty, yielding 
fr uits enchanting to the fight; but, when 
we wi{h to tafre them, we f.nd they are 
like the apples of Sodom, and fol~ of 
noth~ng but cinders. On adYan12ing 

,,. fu rtherJ 
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,furt;her, we obferve fountains, whi.ch, 
inftead of water, pour out the moft ex­
quifite wines. ()n each fide of the 
path we behold be~rntiful meadows, 
covered' with the choiceft flowers, 
though their fin.ell is iRtoxicating. We 
fee charming fields bordered by little 
hills, on which we <l_ifcover magnificent 
palaces, with flagrant grpves of oranges 
:;i.nd other choice fruits. 

In thefe palaces they do nothing bu~ 
Jaugh and fing. In fome of them we 
fee tables covered with the moil: delicious 
food; in others, beautiful women, who 
receive every paffenger with op91 arms. 
l-Iere cancer.ts ar.e formed of the moil 
e,nrapturing mufic; there they join in 
,:he lively dae.ce, attended by operas, 
plays, and varioµ,s other e17-tertainments. 
I~ fome pJaces w.e foe magnificent equi­
pages; in ot~rs a kind of fair, where 
we fee a thoufand trifles brilliantly 
ornamented, but totally ufelefs. 

The traveller, his mind being fafci-
17-areq. by t4e fight qf thefe trifles, keep$ 

jli~l 
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ftilf advancing, without recoHecting,- that 
perhaps three parts of his life has 
paired fince he entered this path, when, 
a-11 on a fud'den, he begins to feel himfelf 
f-atigued with the· length of his journey :· 
he then finds hi1rifelf obliged· to crofs a 
frightful defert to gain' a little ftraw hut, 
at the entrance of which he perceives 
an old man of a hideous afpe8:, meagre, 
and worn down to a fkeleron; ,vhofe 
eyes are funk into his head, hi~ black 
hair, terrri-inated· with grey, hang i'a· 
wild confofion over his ihoufders, and­
forms 0nthewho1eamofi: frighful fpectre. 

-He afks the n·ame of that place, and' 
wifues to-' know who· th-e otd man· is. 
To which the furly old keepet freplies, 
"' This is the ~ountry of Tears and 
Repeq.tance, and my name· is Mifery • . 
I am placed here by the decrees of 
Heaven·, to receive· and· lodge thofe' 
travellers wh9 come heFe over the paths· 
of Pleafure."' -

The poor ftranger, terrified at this 
arilwer,, afk.:,-' ifthere be no other place in· 

tha~ 
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that neighbourhood where he c:rn repofe h im'"elf? " Ah! (replies Mife ry) at ten paces from hence lives my -neighbour Defpair; but I fincerely tell you, that of all thofe who have rather chofen to go to him, than to abide with me, not one has ever returned. It is, thrHefore, ei ther with him or me that you mu fr fin 'fh the career of p1eafures, ·in: which you have been engaged." 
As to the path of Utility, its ent ra nce is more difficult. We begi n it by climbing craggy mountai"ns, in which we mufr employ ::ill the labour o.f our youth, be­fore ·we cm hope to arrive at its mofi: lofty fummit. We mufr fubmit to encounter every danger, by afcending the preci-· pices we meet with on the W JY, without meeting with :my other companions than Labour and Pain, who encourage hi5 purfuits by the advantages and charrns of Utility, receiving at the fame time forne affifrance from Hope, who perfu ades him, that the rem a· nJer of his journey will be . fhort. H is own ~.efires keep 

pa 'e 
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pace with the fincerity of Hope, and 
thus fortified bv the charms of thofe 
flattering promifes, he regularly advances 
to the beight of thi3 frightful mountain, 
on which he fees, though at fame difrance, 
a plcllace of enchanting frrucl:ure, and moft 
enrapturing fituation. 

He foil: enquires after the name and 
mailer of tHis beautiful edifice, when he 
is told, that the fidl is called Convenieuce, 
and the fernnd Repofe. He ba{tens his 
pan:~ and rejoices infinitely at this inform:i• 
tion, hoping there to refrefh and repofc 
himrelf after all his toils and fatigues. 
The mail-er of the p:dace theu affigns him 
an apart!Jlent agreeable to his wi{hes, and 
Hope tells him, " Here end all your 
fatigues and hl;>ours; here you rnay 
rrpoie in quiet for the remainder of your 
days." 

The poor traveUg.r perceives an ex­
traordinary joy glowing in his bofom, and 
foon begins to form projects in his m;nd 
of making h:mfelf rnafier of the whole 

' palhce. He fe~s his head to work, begins 
1 to 
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to be uneafy, and cannot be contented 
with the f weet apartment he poffdfes in 
this pleafing abode. Amidft thefe agita­
tions of his mind, Death fuddenly appears, 
who, with a terrible vifage, makes a fign 
to him with his finger to follow him. 
He endeavours to oppofe his commands, 
complaining bitte-rly of the cruelty of 
being fo foon obliged to quit his repofe, 
which had cofi him fo much labour and 
pain to acquire ; but Death, always in­
exorable, feizes him without pity, and 
hurls him into a pit of fix feet deep, 
where, covered with earth, he becomes 
the prey of worms, and has no further 
recompence for his pai1: labours, than a 
few words engraved on marble, which 
inform pofrerity, that fuch a man had 
ljved according to the rules of prudence.­
Vanity of vanities; all things are vanitv! 

I cannot, however, qui t ttis fubject 
without obferving, that though the mofi 
prudent coRduct, as well as the mofr 
flighty and futile, rnufr at ]aft come to an 
end, vet my youthful readers cannor but 

. ~~ITe 
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obferve, from wJ..iat has been here alle­

gorically meo.tioned, that the path of 
;Pleafure leads t,o Mifery and Defpair, and 

-that the path of Utility is terminated by 
the enjoym,ent of C_onvenience and Repofe'. 
If we do not make a proper ufe of the 

latter, tbe fault refrs only with oui{elyes. 

P R E S .UMP 'I' IO N. 

THE high opi~i.on a man has of 
pimfelf is generally the effect of his little 
difcet'nment, which has"not fufficient extent 
to comprehend the 1nerit of another; 
his vanity being employed only in con­
templating p.imfelf, he has not leifure to 

obferve what is .brillia:17-t in others. His 
{elf-love., which ferves him as a mirrour, 

every moment prefents to him fuch un­
rivalled accomplifuments in himfelf, that 
}lis imagination can find nothing in the 
,-efr of ma17-kind, that can enter into comG 

parifon with his wonderful talen.ts. 
When Alexal'.lder th.e Great was on hi& 

tleath-bed, his courtiers befought him to 
t}atrie his fucceifor ; but that proud 

I z moµarch, 
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monarch, evidently confidering no perfon 
~s worthy to ft1cceed him, nominated 
neither his brother Arideus, nor his fons, 
nor the infant-, of which his wife Roxana 
wa~ then with ~hild, but anf wered, that 
he left the empire to him who {hould be 
moil: worthy of it ; well knowinv, that 
the words, the mofl worthy would prove 
an apple of contention among the great, 
and that fe1f-vanity would not fail to 
perf w~de each of his captains, that he 
bimfelf was foperior to the refi. 
Alexander was not deceived in his 
conjefl:ure; for, after his death , that 
v 4fr e111pire W'.ls torn in pieces, divided 
among the g :e::i.t, and was never after­
wards re Lm:ted under one chief, as 
Alexande r had w.fl1ed it . 

We m_ay ~ondude with faying, that 
P1efumpt1on 1s the dau ghter of P1ide, 
and her mother the obje <c:l: of univerfal 
hatred, even though fhe were accom­
panied with fome me rit. As vanity 
proquces a contempt for others, fo the 

va.m. 
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vain man cannot obtain the efieem of 
others. The vanity of a fool confritutes 
a j ufi claim to a madhoufe, 

'The falfe Glare of a Crown. 

NOTHING more · perfectly {hews 
the equality of mankind than death : it 
makes a prey of the rich as well as poor, 
and the monarch and the private man 
are frequently carried off by the fame 
kind of diforder. Th_is fufficiently 
proves, tbat the greateil: monarchs are 
compofed of no better materials than the 
meanefr of their fubjects, and that their 
crown, with all its brilliancy, and their 
fceptre with all its power, wiil have no 
influence with the grim king of terrors, 
Death. 

No fooner has the foul quitted its 
piifon, than we conceive a horror and 
averfion to the body, to which, but a 
few moments before, we offered fo much 
incenfe, and to which we paid a refpecl: 
approaching almofi to adoration. Mo­
narchi are born to labour and pain as 

I 3 well 
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well as the refi of men. If we clofely 
ex.amine the falfe brilliancy of their fe~ 
licity, we fhall eafily perceive, that if is 
not proportioned to the cares and fatigues 
~nfepara ble from a fceptre, without 
fpeaking of the continual rifques and 
dangers, to which they are expofed, a~ 
well in times of peace as war. Even 
their pow~r has bounds prefcribed to it 
by ·a . fuperior order, the voice of the 
people, whom they mufi not prefume to 
oppofe. Befides, pleafu1 es become in~ 
£pid by being too familiar to them ; and 
the fear and homage, with which men 
approach them, is an infurmountable 

• obfiacle to every conn eel-ion of friendfai p. 
Good God, if private individuals could 
put cure themfelves of ambition and 
avarice, thofe mighty princes would fooq. 
be induced to envy the happinefs of their 
fobjecl-s ! · 

As to their riches, if they employ 
them~ as they ought, they would be 
fenfible, that they belong to the public, 
and not to themfel ves ; and, if they 

emp~oy 
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tmploy them padly, they will one day 
have a terrible account to fettle with the 
ireat Judge. Their actions are cen­
fured and criticifed by all the world, and 
there is not even the humbleft beggar, 
who does not think he pas a right to 
enquire into their conduct. Let us pray 
~o God for the prefervation of the good, 
and the converfion of the wicked, fuc~ 
peing the duty of a Chri,;l:ian. 

er A L .f( A er IVE NE s s. 
IT has been obferved, that he whq 

talks much, talks a great deal of nonfen f<:;, 
and therefo re merits not the name of ~ 
~ife man, fince he deprives every one 
in company of th~ u[e of their tongues. 
He often fruns his auditors with his 

· vocifr.rous harangues, and at the fame 
6 me deprives himfelf of the power o.f 
thinking and properly digefting what he 
would fay. If he gives not himfelf 
leifure to digeft his thoughts, fo neither. 
does he pay any regard to the choice qt' 
his words, but utters every thing crude 

c\!l cl 
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and undigefted. No wonder, if an 
harangue fup ported in this manner p rove 
tedious and difg ufring to all who hear it. 
Hefays every thing he believes, every 
thing he willies, every thing he knows, 
and in order to furni!h matter for the 
volubility of his tongue, he often fays 
many things, of wh;ch he is totally 
ignorant, He interlards his fpe ech with 
fo many ufelef~ obfervations, that the 
thread of his di[courfe is frequep.tly loft; 
and he is not fenfiblc of his e rror, till 
he at lafr finds himfelf left , alone, one 
mov-ing off after another. 

LAWS. 

LAWS were made by people of 
property and virtue, an 1.1 afte rwards 
accepted of by the people for the ad­
vantage of individuals. Prometheus was 
legillator of the Egyptians, Niores of the 
Jews, Solon of t he Athenians, Licurgus 
of the Lacedemon;ans, an<l Numa 
Pompilius of the Romans. Before thof e 
times men had no other laws than rh ole 

of 
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of nature, and the cufl:oms introduced by 
their ancefrors. 

The intention of the legiflators was to 
weaken vice by the laws, and to give 
force and energy to j ufrice. Thefo 
intentions are no lefa laudable, than their 
effects are ufeful to the people, when the 
laws are executed with punctuality, and 
when neither the negligence of the 
fovereign, nor the corruption of the 
magifrrate, does not weaken them by 
injuftice. 

The Greeks boafi:ed of being a country 
of legifiators, the Romans made it their 
glory, that the laws were no where fo 
punctually obferved as among them; and 
the boafiings of the latter were perhaps 
better founded than thofe of the firfi; 
for, . of what confequence are laws, if 
they are not obferved ? It is very true, 
that the Romans demanded of the 
Athenians the laws which Solon had 
formerly maJe, to extract from them 
what fuited their purpo:fe ; but it is nc> 
lefa certain, that the Romans \111p.roved 

on 
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,on thofe laws by an .exact and rrgourous 
obfervation of them. 

I re,memb.er ·to have read in an old 
book, written by an lta~ian, * a very 
:fingular ma,tter relative to the laws of 
Athens, of whi_ch the Roma,ns a,fked for 
a _cop·y; .and ·as I know of no other 
author who has f poke.n of it but him, 
J fhall lay ~t bef9re my r,eaders as a 
.curiofity. 

He fays, that the Roman ambaffadors 
being arriyed at Athens, and having 
explained the fubjecl: of their deputation, 
the grand _council affembled to deliberate 
~hether they fuo.uld agree ~ith the 
requefi. After having examined the 
propofition-, .t~e judge_s r~fr>lyed to fend 
to Rome a wife and fenfible man, to 
know whether the Romans were by their 
wifdom wotthy of receiving the laws, 
\¥hich Solon had given to the people of 

· · Greece~ 

~ Spechio delle Sct~enz_e, par M. Lo 
Fiorarvanti. 
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Greece ;- but, if the ambaffador found 
them rude an-d ignorant, he was to bring 
them back, without communicating them 
to' the Romans. 

This refolution of the grand council of 
-At hens cou 1d not be fo conceal~d, but 
t hat the Romans got knowledge of ito· 
The fenate found themfelve5 very much 
embarraifed, as at that time Rome was 
not provid€d with _philofophers capable o~ 
arguing with one of the wife men of 
Greece. The matter therefore to be 
confidered, was by what . means· they 
fhould get over this difficulty. The· 
fenate could think of no bet'ter method 
than to oppofe a madman to the Greek 
philofopher ; and with this view, that 
if the mad1na1'i' fhould hc!fpen by chance· 
to prevail, the hononr of Rome would be 
f9 ·much ~he more glorious, as a mad' ' 
Roman would in that cafe confound a· 
Grecian philofopher i and, if the latter. 
ili.ould triumph, Athens could derive but' 
little honour in boafting of having clofed 
thi, mouth of a madman at: Rome. 

The· 
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The Athenian arnbaifador being arri,·ed 

at Rome, he was ~1ed immediately to the 
€apitol, and introdced into an apartment 
1ichly furnifued, where was feated, in 
an elbow chair, a madman dreffed iri the 
habit of a fenator, whom they had 
expreffiy ordered not to fpeak a word. 
At the fame time, the Grecian philofopher 
was told, that the •· fenator w_as very 
learned, but that he was a man of fow 
words. 

The Atheni:an was th~n introduced, 
and, without fpeaking a word, lifted up 
one finger of his hand. The madman, 
fuppofing th is 1,,vas a threatning fignal to 
pull out one of his eyes, and remem~ring 
that he was ordered not to fpeak, lifted 
up three of his.fingers, wi{hing to :fignify 
thereby, that 1f the Grecian fnould put 
out one of his eyes, he would put om 
both his, and firangle him wit h the th i, d 
finger. The phi.lofopher, in lifting up 
one of his fingers, wiihed to be Llnderftood; 
that there was but one fu_;;reme Bein~!, 
who directed eYery thing; and belie~ed , 

th :tt 
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that th~ three fingers the madman had 
lifted up implied, that with God the pafr, 
prefent, and future, were the fame thing, 
and from thence concluded that he, who 
ih fact was only a madman, was a great 
philofopher. 

The Grecian fage then held his hand 
opened to the innocent man, meaning 
thereby, that nothing is concealed from 
God ; but the madman, fuppofing this 
to be a fign that he meant to ~;i ve him a 
flap on the face, clinched his fifi fail:, and 

1 ihook it at the philofopher; wiihing him 
thereby to underfrand, that, if he executed 
his threats, he would meet with a re!olute 
oppofi.tion. The Greek, being already 
prepoifeffcd in favour of the madman, 
conceivti!d the meaning in a very different 
light, a,nd concluded in himfelf, that the 
Romans meant; by a clinched fift, t~ac 
God comp1 ifes all the univerfe in his 
h:ind. Judging from thence of th€ 
profound wifdvm of the Romans, he 

_ granted them without any further enquiry; 
K th.e 
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the lavvs of Solon, according to their 
reque-ft. 

On · the whole; laws are fo neceffary; 
and of fo much· confequence for the 
prefervation of the people, that without 
tbem every tliing would fall into a dread­
fol confufion~ 

FE AS 7' S. 
THERE is more ofrentation and 

parade in great feafts _ than fatisfaB:ion. 
A great number of foups and ragouts, 
which :fhould· be eaten hot, as well as 
fauces, are almoft cold before they reach 
the table ; many unknown faces, and 
foine of theri.1 often dffagreable, crowded 
fo together as frequently not to give 
liberty to the· arms to all:; the inat­
tention of fervants, who, having; too much; 
to do, cannot ferve every one, befides 
tbe whole hours this pompous mode of 
eating occupies-~ certainly all thefe in:. 
conveniencies cannot be agreeable to a 
wife man who wi!hes to be at eafe. 

Beiicles 
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Befides this, all the healths which are 

given, and which you rnufr drink, though 
_thofe perfons may be as indifferent to you 
'as the qreat Mogul, ferve o_nly .to drown 
the il:omach, aJ).d to clefrroy all ,the powers 
of digeftion. ' Add to all thefe~ the great 
obligation you are under to the man, 
~ho furni~es you with all thefe elegant 
h;1conveniencie~·. Surely there can be 
_nothing of th.is kind agreeable to people, 
·who love peaceful and tranquil pl,eafures·. 
· Experience ~ells .us, th~t the tr~ 
pleafurcs of th_e t~ble confift in the good. 
,company of five .or fix friends, a few 
dillies well cooked, and ferved up hot. 
If any thi-D,g more be wanting, it can be 
_only a little cheerful' wine, and the 
_liberty .of drinking no more than we like. 

A COUNT:,?r L/FE~ 

0 F all the fi.tuations in which a man 
_may find himfelf' in this world, the 
country life is perhaps the fweeteft and 
niofr ag reeable. ~e who is born ~ 
gentlerp.an, quietly · enjoys the potf:effion? 

· K 2 of 
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of his anceftors, and lives in the country, is generally void of ambition, and con­fequently is not tormented by the vain defires of changing his condition, nor deceived by the falfe hopes of titles and dignities. 
He confines his purfuits to the im­provement of his lands, and, when the year proves favourable, he collelts the rewards of his cares, which is more agreeable to him than the greateft re-, V€nue arifing from any public place he might enja,.y, which every moment ex­po.[es him to envy, and threatens him with a dreadful fall, or at leaft with fome fatal reverfe of fortune. 

He enjoys his little revenue in peace and tranquility, and his employments are nothing more than an agreeable amufement. He truly poffeffes the pleafu res of life; for every feafon of the year f upplies him with bufinefs, profit, c>r paft;me. He fees no countenance that difpleafes him, and he is free from the neceffity o! flattering or r egaling the proud, who are often unworthy of even 
the 
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tbe moil: homely accommodation. He 
pays no court in the morning bu.t to 
bis fie lds, and his family fupp ;ies the 
place of affemblies at night . Hunting 
fe rve him for a diveriion, aod iiihrng for 
a p :·ofitable amufernent. Age api::, toa.ches 
him by pleaiing and gentle .1eps, and h is 
life clofos in peace and tranq u:lity. 

HEALTH, 

THE generality of men are fo blind 
to themtelves, as to treat with the 
greateft indifference, and the moil tr;fling 
manage-ment, two important m:::. ters, to 
which they ought to pay the· c whole 
:attention, and thofe are their fa l vation 
and health. The value of the firit 
comprehends a happy or miferable eterm 
nity, and the fecond a Lfe free from pain -
and grief; for, without htalt4, there can 

. be no felicity. 
The grandeurs, riches, and hon ours 

of this world, become tafrelefs and ,11fipid, 
~o the man who is deprived of the rich 
(reafures of he<\,ith. Nothing can afforcl 

K. 3 diverfioil 
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df verfio n to a fick man, and nothing ~a~ confole h ;m who labours under cxcru­ci i:.ing i, .1 n.. Every thing tafies difagree­able to a rl ifordered palate, and the valen\rlinarian · cannot reli{h even the choicefr food. · 
· When we confider the manner in , ':Vhich the g,ener~llity of mankind live, we are led to conclude, that they take a great deal of pains to make themfelves ill'. They eat without being hungry, they drink wit~out being dry, pafs whole n ights without fle~ping, hover over the fire when they a\'e not cold, and do every thing they can to deprive them­feh-°es pf the il}eftimable bleffings of health. 

· After having paired the prime of their 
rlays in this irregular manner, age rapidly advances, a~companied with its ufual infirmities, }V hich are encreafed by the 1mprudent conduct of their ypu t hful 
days. lt is in this la tter feafon of life, 
t hat pain and grief begin, too late, to make the~ fenfible of their paft erro rs. 

They 
' 
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'They then in vain lament the irregular 

conducl: t~at has produced thefe evils, 

'and we cannot help pitying their folly 

in having takeIJ. fo little care of their 

health, which would, in fome meafure? 

have contributed to foften the calamities 

of old age. Though young people 'daily 

fee proofs of this nature in perfons ad­

vanced in age, yet, notwithfi:anding thefe 

living examples, the mip.d is fo blinded 

by the paffions, that they pay not the 

leafr regard to them. Oh! how impru­

dent is our youth ! how grievou5 our 

old age! 

OLD AGE. 

EVERY one wifhes to reach a good 

old age, but few perfons wifh to .. ~.e 

thought old. The love of the vanities 

of this world, and the fears of deat11, 

are the caufe of the firfr; and the im­

perfections which accoJllpany age, ,. and 

render men a load to themfelves and 

others, are the reafons for the fecondo 
' . . If 

h 
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If we properly confider the fubject, we ihall readilv conclude, that an honourable old ;ge is the crown of a virtuous life, and that the white locks of an old man, free froin reproach, are the laur~ls with which time has crowned him, and is an homage paid to his virtues. Every old man, who leads a life agreeab :e to h ;s age, meri ts refpecl:, and the number of his years ought to be confidered as fo many frep.; he has rifen above the follies of youth . 
It fome6m es however hap.pens, that vice, though it g enerally qu its us with age, frill lurks in the heart of the old man, and g aifls fuffic ient influence to rekindle his paHions. vVe m ufr n.ot then be aftonifhed, if fuch an old age, fepa­rated from virtu e, becomes the object of \HJ.iv erfal i:om tern pt. 

VAIN GLORr. 
VAIN - Glory is a branch of pride, and a fin fo odious in the eyes of God, that Lucifer and h is n~ill~ons of angel~ 

for 
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for having been guilty of it, were im ~ 

mediately punifhed, and precipitated 

into the bottomlefs pit. How many 

unhappy effects does vain-glory produce! 

It often prevents us from doing all the 

good we might, and freq uent!y leads 

us to do that we ought to have fhunned. 

We read in the Roman Hifrory, that 

the Conful Manilius one day afked Crefar, 

what conduct he thought the mofr proper 

to acquire true glory. "It- is (replied 

he) to pardon injuries eafily, and largely 

to recompence thofe who ufe us well.'' 

Thefe were the fentiments of a Chrifii :m 

in the heart of a Pagan, which ought to 

make us afhamed of ourfelves, fince, 

notwithfranding we profefs Chriil:ianity, 

we commit worfe all:ions than a Pagan. 

How many people do we not daily fee, 

who are totally averfe to forgiving an 

injury, equally through a motive of vain 

glo ry, as the fear of being confidered 

<\S a poltroon ? How many others, to 

make an o'fi:entation of their bravery, 

have entirely fi:ifjed the virtue of charity 
fo 
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fo ~uch recommrnded by the evangel.ifrs .? Ho,v ·many do we not _confrantly mee.t ~ith, who, through a-principle of vain­g,ory, have affecl:ed t<;> follow all the vices of the age, though their inclinations were nut naturally inclined that way ? J-Iow many alfo boafl: of hav,ing co.mmitted infamous actions, in order to plyafe thof y ~i.th whom they were converfing ? We hardly ev,er meet with thQfe men, who make · it their glory to relate th~ virtuous actions they ha:ve pe.rformed. Such is the extr~me corruption of thy age in whi<:_b. w_e live, · and fo incompre~ henfible is the folly of mep, which carries them fo far ~s to think, that they ihould: fall ihort in 'the number of their crimes, if they did not make a glory of thofe ~pe:y haye alr,eady C(?mmitted. 
FIDELITr. 

A FAITH FU L friend is the re­politory of our fccrets, and is like ~ precious frone which has no fpots, and wl~ich is not to be purcha[ed but by 
returns ~ 
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returns of the fame nature • .:....Happy he 

i»ho finds fuch a friend ; for to him he 
can entrufl: his mofi fecret' thoughts, and: 

in him find a confolation at all times. 
Diodorus the Sicilian fays, that among 

the Egyptians it_ was a criminal matter 
to difcover a fecrct with which they were 

erttrufied ; and one of their priefis, being_ 

convia:ed of this offence, was banHhed 
his country. Certainly nothing can be 
more jufr, than that a fecret entrufied to· 

a friend, under ._the fancl:ion of-gqbd faith 
and fecrecy, !hould . be tonfidered as a1 

facred thing, and that to divulge it, 
~nder any pr~tence whatever, is a pro• 
fanation of the mofl: facred duties. 

Plutarch remarks, tha~ the Athenians~ 
being at war with Phi1\p; Ki~g of M':l~ 

cedon, one day inte_rcepted a· l_etter, 

which he had , written t'o Olympia his. 

wife. Theyfent it back to him unopened, 

that they might not be obliged to read .it 
in public, faying that their l~ws forbid 

them· t b betray a fecrGt'. 
The 
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The infidelity of a friend is certainly 

repugnant to nature itfelf; and that to 
betray a fecret entruil:ed to us is truly 
derefrable. A man who entruil:s hi 
fecrets to another is like him, who 
furrenden his arms, and declares himfelf 
a flave ; bblt how great would be the 
infamy of him, to \Thom we have fur­
nmdered them, were he to turn thofe 
very arms agairnl: m, and affaffinate us 
in that defencelefs frate ! Thus fidelity 

· is the greatefr treafure a man can find_s 
and the fecret entrufted to him the highefr 
m,,rk of firrcere fr ;endihip. 

SINGULAR1crr. 
A MAN of fingularity is a very 

d1fagreeab :e character, fince he pleafrs 
nobody, and is every moment drawing 
on himfelf enemies a lm'ofi without his 
petcei vmg ,}t, Singularity i3 th e con­
foqnence of a concealed prefumption, 
which feeks to make itfelf admired 
by f entiments and manners totally 
c~utrary to the notions of others, and 

to 

I 
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to appear brilliant by an extraordi~ 
nary rafre for things. The man who is 
of this framp, difcovers no wit in · what 
oth€r people fay, nor fees any thing 
pleafing in what others delight. He 
endeavours to raife bimfelf above human 
nature by opinions contrary to all the reil: 
of the world, and thereby falls - into 
univcrfal hatred and contempt . , 

There feems to be an antipathy be­
tween th e i.ngular man and all the refr of 
the world ; fo r every perfon of good 
fen e and found judgementca9tioufiv fhun 
him. He efreems nothing but wh::it Ile 
poffe:ffes-, or what comes from hi mfelf, 
and finds neither worth nor merit in what 
others po:ffefs, or in any thing they d0. 
He is a true copy of Momus,. for he 
has fomething to fay agai11fr every one. 
Nature feems to have formed foch a man 
for folitude, for he is of no value in the 
cc,mmerce of h uman nature. He, who 
cannot accommodate himfelf to the hu­
mour of others, will never'be eft~emed. 
nor loved.-

L .... - FALSE 
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F .A L S E P R A IS E. 

THE habit of praifing every thing 

. v;-e fee, and every thing w_e hear, is a 

mark of a w~ek judgement,- or the fign 

of a falfe hean. He who applauds every 

thing, wdhes to pl~af e all the world, not 

reflecting at the fame time, that he who 

praifes only wi'th a view to make his court 

to others, f·uff~rs his judgement to become 

a dupe to his complaifance. 
It is truly the character of a coxcomb 

to admire F.very thing" he' fees or hears ; 

and there ,s but l_ittle ,atisfaction in being 

worfhipped by any one,_ who erects altars 

• to all fo t ts of ido1s. Such a man con­

:fiantl y expofes hirnfelf to be repaid with 

ingratitude, £nee no one pays any regard 

to f uch affected comphifance. By fuch 

a conduct, h e lead~ e,-ery-one to fuppofe, 

that he finds beaut_y in deformity, wit in 

nonfenfe, w:fd om in ignorance, bravery 

1n cowardice, modefiy in impudence, 

prudence in avarice, generofity in pro­

digality, auctl virtue in vice., He him'.elf 
mufr 



M ORAL SKE TCHE S. II r 

muft be convinced, that he wants either 
judgement or probity. 

PHILOSOPHr. 

PHILOSOPHY is the mother of 
the fciences, and difpofes men to ~ccom­
modate themfelves to every condition of 
human life, for it is by the ailifrance of 
Philofophy that we arrive at the know­
ledge of every thing. Tfoe Philofophy 
is kn.own by the contempt it teaches for · 
~Jl terrefrrial things, and by not fu bmitting 
its f pirit to the cares and anxieties, which · 
a,:,company the vanities of this world. 

The true ' Philofopher knowa lefs 
of the malice of this world, than of 
the courf e of the il:ars ; and finds more 
pleafure and advantage in not knowing 
evil, than in comprehending tke ebbing­
and flowing of the fea. The Philofopher 
Anacharfis , one day, among other things, 
thw; wrote to Crcefus : "Know, Crrefus, 
that the Athenian academy does not teach 
11s to commancf, but to be commanded 
and to obey; not to fay much, but rather 

L l t(i) 
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to learn , to be - filent ; not · to revenge, 
but rather to p ardon;· not covet the 
poffeffions of others, but to give pa ·t of 
our owri to the needy ; not to fe ek after 

, honours, but to cult .vate virt ue; and 
not to be eager in the purfo it @f much, 

. but to be contented with a Ii t:e .. " 
In this only <;:onfiih true Ph]o;ophy; 

~11 the reft is but bafe coin and t infel, 
The firft Phi lofopher, of whom we 

have any ce1ebrated acco un t, was Thales, 
who~ on account of his virtues and great 
Jne,,it , was plac1:d at the head of !he feven 
wife men of Greecf', though he was not 
by bi rth a Grecian, be:ng originally of. 
Miletes in Afia. l t is faid, that he was 
the firfl: who acknowledged the ·.mmorta­
lity of the fou l, who invented a:fl:ronomy, 
difcove red the caufe of €C ipfes, &c. 
Since h1s tim :-, there have appea ·e,i a 
number of phi lofophe rf' , who mu ch more 
merit the epirh et of Buffoons of Parnaifus , 
than of being con fidered as i ts otna~ 
ments. ~o. dangerous it is to a:ffecr 
great charac1:ers ~ 
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Among t·he philofophers, who made 
the moft fpl(mdid figure afrer Thales, 
were the fi ,. e following . 

.Pythagoras was the chief of that feet, 
which, after his name, were called 
Pythagoreans, whofe difcjples were 
obliged to obferve a profound filence of 
five yeai s, before they could be admitted 
as a proficient in that feB:. It has with 
propriety been aoubted, whether any 
Fr"'nchman could ever be one of this 
fraternity. 

The 1econd was Plato, fornamed the 
divine, the chief of the Ac~demicians, 
fo named from the place where he 
taug<1t being c:.dled the Academy. He 
lived to the age of e11rhty-one years, 
which i.,, in fame meafurc, anributed to 
the moderation his ph;lohphy taug-ht. 

The thir ~ was Ari ftotle , the .chief of 
the Peri :;atetic . He was a difciple of 
Plato, and ·: ught a~ he walkedo 

The fourth was Zeno. He taught 
in a place called Stoa, and from thence 
thv feet was called Stoic,s. Among afl · 

L J th½ 
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the Pagan philofophers, his mora1s were 
the mofi pure, and approa_ched the nearefr 
to thofe of Chrifrianity. He taught his 
pupils to be regardlefs of grief, to pay 
no attention to the fufferings of the 
body, to treat riches with contempt, and 
to befrow all their time in the purfuit of 
wifdom aµd virtue. St. Paul, before his 
converfion to Chrifiianity, was of this 
feet. 

The fifth was Epicurus, who was fa:d 
to allow of every kind of enjoyment and 
voluptuoufners; though there are others, 
who repreftnt his doctrines in a different 

·light. After all, the truefr philofophy 
is properly to know ourfel ves, and to 
live in fuch a manner in this world as 
may fecure us a happy eternity. 

er· H IN K hifore you A C CJ. 

THE little reflection men make before 
they undertake any thing, is the natural 
confequence of their fo often repenting 
G>f what they have done. A precipitate 
refolution is frequently the forerunner 

of 
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of an unfortunate finiih. If a man, in 
order to make a public difcourfe, employs 
fometimes - whole day1o in compofing it, 
with how much more reafon ought he to 
take a long time to confider, when he is to 
determine on a matter, on which his 
honour, repofer and fortune, may mate• 
rially depend ! 

Demetrius, the fan of the great 
Antigonus, one day replied to Patrocles 
his general, who expreifed his impatience 
to give the enemy battle, " Remember, 
Petrocles, that it is of little ufe to reflect 
on a mifcarriage, which an imprudent 
hafl:e may occafion; we ought fir.fr ma~ 
turely to confider the m~ltter, and then 
conclude with judgement.'' Suetonius 
faid, that Auguil:us was a long time in 
forming his friendfhip, but having· once 
contracted them, he was firm and un .. 
fhaken. Plutarch, in his life of Pcrtow 
rius, pays him great complimen'ts; 
faying, that he was very flow ' to deter~ 
mine, but afterwards very fi rm in his 
refolutions. Such a character is worthy 

of 



of a great man; for whatever may be 
faid ~ certain occafiuns, in wl.ich a 
fud<len refoh,ttion may be befr, a .d 
where the leafi delay would be dange­
!"ous, yet, if precipitation n t'<>fik:_n. and 
i1ownefs in execu tion, fometim ~s f, rodu~e 
happy events, it may be ccrnp 1 ··ed to a 
lottery, in which there are: an hundred 
blanks to one prize. Everv thing in 
nature ad \1 ances fi owly, and is long 
arriving at maturity. 

YI R 'I' U Eo 

VIRTUE is th e daughter of 
Heaven; :!Jaopy thofe who cultivate it 
from theii;- infancy ; they pafs their 
youth in fereni ry, t:1eir manhood in 
tranquillity, . an1.~ their old r :,e w:ri--, out 
remorre, There is not}, ng :n t i.i s world 
fit to be compared w:th it; -ill •ts wifhes 
and defii es tend to cclefrial en '>yments, 
which are riot liable to change. The 
virtuous man looks bca ck on his paft 
conduct \ ithout re£Tret, becaufe his time 
hus been well employed; a~d ha c: no 

api:,rehenfions 
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apprehrnfions for the future, becaufe his 
fate canrnJt but be happy. His mind is 
the feat of cheerfoJne rs, and his actions 
are the foundations off er city; he is rich 
amidfr poverty, and 110 ope can deprive 
him of what he poifeifes ; he is all per~ 
feB:ion, fqr his life is fpotlefs ; and he 
has nothing to wifh for, fince he poffeifes 
every thing. Alexander was celebrated 
for his con rage, Ptolomy for his learning~ 
Trajan for his love of truth, Antoninus 
for h is pi -ty, Conftantius for hiS- tern~ 
perance, Scip_i o for h is continence, and 
Theodofius Jor his humi lity. 0 glorious 
vii tue, which, in fame way or other, 
rewards. an its .idmirers, and without 
whom there can be no real happinefs ! 

LIBERTra 

0 F all the vanities of this world, 
libe1 ty is the mofr p¥ec•ous, ;.ind nature 
has kindlv favou ··"·d u ;, .v i th this treafure 
to foften ·th 'e ills o f J=fo. All the world 
admire it, but few know how properly 
to _preferve ~t. Ava.rice and, ambition 

grc 
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are its greateft enemies, and the moil: 
capable of engaging men to pay homage 
at the ihrine of ilavery. 

Tha~ men iliould facri:fi-ce their liberty 
to court the favour of the great is truly 
wonderful, yet not fmall is the number 
of thofe who worfuip the Idol of~Fortune. 
To part with our liberty merely to obtair1 
th@ favours or the fmiles of the rich and 
powerful, is buying wrttchednefa and 
mifery at a g-reat price. Such a man 
refembles the moth, who flutter» round 
the flame of a candle, to enjoy the light 
it emits, till it burm its wings, becomes 
crippled, and can fly no longer. 

Happy the man who can eat when he 
pleafes, fleep as long as he likes, and 
go wherever his inclination carries him. 
There is fomething fo fweet in liberty, 
that we plainly fee the love of it pre­
dominant in animals, forne of whom die 
in confinement. But the worfr fpecies of 
flavery is that condition, '¥:h!ch reduces 
a man to the abject frate of being obliged 
to fay and act, without regard to the 

dietates 
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diB:ates of truth, or concience, what 
fame rich tyrant fhall pleafo to direB: him. 
Preferable to fuch a fituation is the abode 
of plague, pefrilence, and famine. 

, DEPEND AN CE. 

IT is generally faid; " Happy is he 
who depends on no one but himfelf;" 
but where are we to find that perfon r 
Such is the condition of human beings, 
that there is no ftate independant, from 
the fceptre to the fhepbe rd 's . crook. 
The greatnefs of the fovereign depends 
on the obedience of his fubjeB:s, and the 
good or bad condition of t.nc fubjecrs on 
the wifdom or Wtaknels of the prince, 
The buffoon of Ph'i.lip II. King of Spain, 
0ne day iaid to th,at prince, " \Vhat 
would you do, Philip,. if your fubjeEl:s 
fuould take it int-0 their heads to fay no, 
every time that you faid yes ? " A re~ 
flecl:ion replete with wi[dom, and worthy 
of 1 he wifefr man. 

Thus the great d.epend on the little, 
and the little on the ~reat ; th~ vale-t on 

1~ 
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his mailer, and the maHer on his v~let; 
the avaricious man on his money, and 
the prou d man on his folly; the luxu­
rious man on vice, and the felicity of 
this world on the imagination ; the 
national e:xpences on the reY enues, 
and the revenues on the labour of the 
fubjell:; navigation on favourable winds, 
and war on fortune ; true happinefs 
on a good confcience, and this on a 'life 
without reproach. 

Even ·the elements are not inde~ 
pendent, fince they cannot fubfift 
without the mutual affifrance of each 
other. The animals depend on the 

. earth, from which they draw· their . 
fobfiHance, and the earth depends on 
good feafons, without which it can 

-produc~ neither fruits nor vegetables; 
the ram depends on the clou ds , and 
the clouds on the vapou rs of th e earth} 
and all together depend on the Di,,ine 
direction. God alone bei;1g abfolutely 
independent, it is he who has c1 eated all 

t4inzs 
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things with a mutual dependancc upon 
each other, in or.der to make us fenfible 
of our imperfeB:ions, and that nothing 

1.s perfelt, except the Creator of all 
h

. ,, t mgs. 

SPEECH. 
EVERY nian, who is not dumb9 

fpeaks ; but every one wbo fpeaks ha~ 
not the art of plea:fing : to be capable 
of doing that, genius, judgement, and 
rhetoric, are ncceffary. To fpcak pro­
perly is certainly a great accomplifhment, 
.and there are few acquifitions that are 
to be compared to it ; for though words 
am not11ing but founds that frrike the ear, 
they have neverthelefs fo much force, 
that the life or death of a man is often 
determined by the'm. 

We read in Jofephus'~ Hifrory of the J cws, that after the death of Marc ,. 
Anthony, ( the cot11petitor of Auguftus) 
Herod, King of the Jews, and a great 
partifan of Anthony, took the ref0lution 
to prefent himfelf to Augufrus ; and, 

M placing 
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placing- his c-rown at his feet, he accom­
panied his fubmi-flion with fo eloquent 
an h8rrangue, that Augufius found him­
felf forced, not only to refiore him his 
crown, but alfo to introduce him to a 
number of his mofr intimate friends. 

Pyrrhus, king of Epire, was a generous 
and magnanimous prince, a good foldier, 
libera1, and admirably patient under a 
reverfe of fortune, but more particularly 
famous for his f weetnefs of temper, being 
befides endowed with fuch pe rfuafiv e 
and infinuating eloquence, :ns gave the 
highefi: pleafore and delight to all who 
heard him, upon whatever fu hjeB: he 
fpoke. It was for this n :: afon that th~ 
Roman fenate, having fent AmbafTadors 
to him, forbade them to treat with him 
immediately, but to wait till the fecond 
or third interv1ew, fearing that by his 
eloq uence he m·ght draw them over to 
his parly. 

Plato faid, that by the words of a 
man, we learn to difcover thofe internal 
fa€u1:ies , which we canne>t fee. Titus 

L ivius, 
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Livi us, Diodorus,. Pliny, Plato, Plutarch, 
and many other authors, always fpoke 
in high commendatic;>n of the eloquence 
of the Greek and Latin princes, who 
raifed themfelves to the highefr em­
ployment, rather by their genius and 
eloquence, than by victories and an 
ill uftrious birth. 

Antoninus, furnamed th,e Pious, in 
giving his daughter Fauftina to Marcus 
Au11e.lius, who had nothing to boa.ft of 
but philofophy, he faid, he would much 
rather have for a fon-in-law a wife poor 
man, than a foolifh prince. Laftly, 
_fpeech places the real difiinction between 
men, and difcovers their capacity, excufes 
their defects, and raifes their merit. 
Happy thofe who can fpeak well, or 
know how properly to be fileat. 

SILENCE. 

SILENCE m~y be the effects of 
wifdom or il:upidity. He muil: be a very 
difagreeable companion, who fays nothing, 
becaufe he knows nothing-; he is~ how~ 

M z. ever, 
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ever, far preferable to the man, who 
fpeaks a great deal, and fays nothing to 
tne purpofe. The filence of a wifo 
man is a proof of folid f peculation; and 
fuch ::i m an, if he f peak little, he gene­
rally carries convicrion with him when he 
does :peak. The philofophe_r Xenoorates, 
be·ng one day at a feafi, was aiked, why 
he N." ked fo liLtle. He replied, he had 
often. repented of f peaking too much, 
but never of faying too little. 

It is faid of Demoilhenes, who was a 
great orator, and a philofopher of an ­
exemplary life, that, amidfr all his good 
qualities, he was addiBed to talking too 
much, which induced _the Athenian 
affemHy to affign him a penfion, not 
with a view that he might t each philo- . 
forhy, but that he might ha.ve occafion 
to talk lefs. 

To be a difciple of Pythagoras, the 
firfr qualification neceffary was t!o keep 
.filence for five years, as we have before 
obfen-ed. The end of this philofophy 
was undot1btedly to make ~ man mailer 

of 
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of his tongue, which certainly ii a very 
neceffary knowledge. " Confine your 
tongue, ( fays the old proverb) or your 
tongue will confine you." 

Hence fi.lence may be confidered as a 
mark of ftupidity in fome perfons, and 
of good fenfe in others. It is certain, 
that in the affairs .of the ftate cabinet, 
filence is effential; in thofe of love it is 
neceffary ; and, in partiaular affairs, 
filence is very often ufeful, fince, by \ 
fpeaking too much, the rnoft important 
fecrets may efcape us. In fhort, filence 
in a wife man is a venerable modefty, 
and, in a fool, is a favour done to 
fociety. 

SELF-LOVE. 

S ~ L F -LOVE is the general defetl: 
of human 1:-ature, ancl. the moft dange­
rous enemy of reafon. It is the ground­
work of the greater part of our crimes, 
and the favourite of <,Ur natural inclina .. 
tions. It is ' that which fans the flarpe 

•1,1 3 I of 
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of pride, makes avarice infatiable, tick1e-c the luxurious, warms the bilious, feeds the glutton, and lulls the idle to fleep. 
It commands the helm of all human :ill:ioni, and bani.fues every reflection that oppofes the tyranny of its will. It it the moil: dangerous e111emy we have, and is the more difficult to conquer, as it has the fecret of perfua.ding us, that it propofes nothing but what is for our own interefi:. 
If we candidly examine all our actions, we fball foon be convinced, that felf-love is our reigning principle , Do we pretend to love a ny particular perfon ? It is ourfelves we love in that perfon. Do we hate any one ? Se1f-lo,.-e is at the - b'.)ttom of it. Self-love, however, is in fom@ infrances neceifary, fince, with­out fome attention to it, we might ~ecome +he dupes of the artful and de­figning; and though it is abfolutely nceeffary we ihould keep felf-love ¥.rithir-1 

due 
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due bounds, yet it would not be prudent 

entirely to defrroy it. 

Cf E .A.RS. 

TE AR S are the muiicians of S0~1t>w 
and Defpair, they are the echo of the 

doleful lamentations of -the afflicted, an@ 

a bitter pafiime to thofe who are obliged 

to :fhed them. There appear to be fiv~ 

differen t forts of tears: the firfr are of 

J~rro<tv, the fecond thofe of joy, the third 

of rage, the fourth of love, afid the fifth 

thofe of penite'H.ce. 
As to the firfr fort of tears,. they are 

juft, and even becoming, when they are_ 

ihed with moderation o:a the death of a 

parent or friencl; but, when let fall on 

any other account, fuch as the lofs of · 

earthly poifeHions, or any other uneafi­

ne[s caufed by fuch-like motives, they 

are certainly very badly ~mployed. 

Thofe tears, which we fometimes fee 

pe0pfo let fall on tb.e firfr meeting·, after 

a long abfence, of a. dear and particular 

friend, ara the fure figns of a tend€r 
and 
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and :fincere affection ; and may be re .. garded as facrifices which forrow makes to joy, and w11ich mgy be confidered as the overflowings of a noble and generous heart. · 
The third fort of tears are compofecl of venomous drops, which rage produces, and mark 1.he excefs of fury, which is difappointed of tJ.king its revenge in the manner it , i:fhcs. 
The fourth kind of t~ars are the moft foolifh and ridiculous of all, I mean thole of lovers. But thefe are too ridiculous to dwell on. 
The fifth kind of tears are thofe of penitence, which will one day :fhine in the c rown of glory, with which God fhall b_ereafter reward them. The tears of repentance tead to the paths of hapq pinefs. 

Imperfeclions of Human Nature. 
N O mortal is fo perfect as to be­totally free from vice, nor any perfon fo vicicms as not to poffefs fame virtue. 

Tho 
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The ancient authors have accufed 
Homer of vanity, Alexatider of madnefs, 
Crefar of ambition, , Pompey of pride, 
Hannibal of perfidy, V ef pafian of avarice, 
Trajan of violence, and -Marc Anthony 
of luxury. Thus, among all the famous 
princes, not one is to be found, whofe 
character does not afford a mixtlire of 
virtues and vices. It has b~en obferved 
in all age·s, that the greatefr men ha v~ 
generally had the greateft vices. Nature 
fee ms to have placed a f pot in fom~ 
particular part of a11 her works: let us 
not therefore attempt to reform the 
weakneifes of others from our own feeble 
reafonings, but admire the. good qualities 
of every one, and have pity on their 
defe-:ts, fince we ourfel ves are in want 
of the fame degree of charity. 

:!'he lmpq.ffebility of plea.Jing every one. 

IT is impoffible fo,r any man to pleafe 
all the vvorld, fince one loves what 
another hates, and what one efreems, 
:another defpifes. Generally fpeaking, 

he 
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he who attempts to pleafe every body, 
generally pleafes · no one; for, in order 
to be ple':lfing to every one, he mufi fhew 
his approbation of conducts ai different 
from each other as light is from darknefs: 
fo that, his deceitful comp1aila.nce being 
once known, he draws on himfelf co.:i• 
tempt, infl:ead of efreem. 

A wife man cannot pleafe a fool, and, v, 

as the world abounds with fools, the 
number we may pleafo can be but f rnall. 
1f the wife man, with all the brilliancy 
of his virtue, cannot acquire un· verfal 
approbation, how can the fool be expected 
to ob tain it ? It is extreme vanity in any 
man to imagine he can pleafe all the 
world . Eve1 y man, who knows his own 
imperfect;ons, will never flatter h imfelf 
with beinrr ::ible to pleafe many people. 
Thi, knowledge of himfelf will prcduce 
indifference, · and that in rl ifference will 
place him ~nuch more at 1. ; .,afe, and he 
will enjoy more profotmd tranquillity, 
than the man who aims at univerfal 
approb~tion, and who will at lafr find, 

that 
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that he has been purfuiI'-g but a 

fuadow. 
The ambition we ha-ve of plea:fin_g all 

the world, comes from the good opinion 

we have of ourfehres, and this [erves to 

flatter us with the hopes of fuccefs, till 

experience c,.mvinces us, th at we are 

giving ourfel ves niuch troub:e in t11e 

purf uit of whar we fhall neve r ovirtake. 
Let us live honeftly, and free from the 
reproach of our own confrience s, wit:~ Ju t 
car;ng about the approbation of the 
g :·eatefr part of mankind, who gen<" rnlly 

judge of others by their own inclin .1 ti.::ms 

«>r averfions. 

--. IN 7 ER FE R E NC E. 

THE man, who unneceffa rilv 1n• 
t~rferes in the conce.1 ns of other,, often / 

;finds him'.elf embarked on a boiil:erou s 

ocean. A certain philo1 phe·· u fe_d to 

fay, that he would much nnhe r be a 

, judge in the cau:e betwu n two of his 

r.nemies, than between tw ; .f h is fricnrfa ; 

for, of the firfr, he ihould .-it leaft m::ike 
one 
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one friend .i whereas, Gf the lafr1 he 
ihould probably lofe one; that is, the 
perfon again[!: whom •he ga,·e his op;nion. 

The be.fr method i.s cerca·nly to fiand 
n€uter · in affairs, in which we have any 
perfonal interefr. BeE.des, thofe who 
are fond. of meddling with the affairs 
of others, are generally people of a: 
reil:lefs and bad dif pofition~ fince they find 
pleafure in inte rmixing . in broils and 
quarrels. It has been obrerved, that 
people of a quarrelfome and li tigious 
charaaer have generally no friends ; 
for, being accu:fromed to blow the coals 
of contention, which ChriCTian charity 
tells us we ought not to do, but, as far 
as l' ies in 0ur povver, end ea vou r to e.x­
tingu;,l1 the flame, they draw on them~ 
felves the contempt and averfion of eve:y 
honefi perfon. 

By endeavouring to feparate two, va, 
gabonds who are fightin ')', 'NC frequently 
expofe ourfel ves . to the d ~ng-e · of 
receiving fome marks of the ir brutality. 
The fame thing happens t o him, who 

i. tcrfer<i:s 
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interferes in matters with which he has 
no reafon to meddle. I faw an infiance 
of this nature at Amfierdam, in the 
perfon of a native of Bruffels, who offered 
bimfelf as a fe<;:ond to a German gentle­
man, of whom he knew nothing, and 
merely becau[o he had heard that the 
gentleman had an affair of honour with 
another perfon, with whom he was 
equally unacquainted, - Being arrived at 
the fpot, where the affair was to be fettled~ 
fword in hand1 this bufy and meddle­
tnaking man made ufe of fo many in­
jurious expreffions to the fecond of the 
oppofite party, as obliged him, being a 
man of honour and fpirit, to' draw h:s 
fword, when,, on the firfl: onfet,, he laid 
the aggre!for dead on the f pot, to the 
entire fatisfaB:ion of all prefent. Th us 
the principal aB:o rs in this fcene were 
prevented from finifi1ing their affafr, and 
were fatisfied with one foo l havi,ng loft 
his life. Such was the confequeuce of ' 
bis idle interference. 

N COMPANIES. 
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CO MP.AN IE S. 

A MAN is generally faid to be 
known by the company he keeps. 
Ranns are generally feen among dead 
carcaffes, and bees among flowers. There 
is no thing of more confeq uenee to a young 
man than to chute fuch company as may 
do him credit, and from whom he may 
take the model of his condu8: and man~ 
ners. The mind of men is fo formed, 
that it copies what is before it, without 
thin'king, whether it be good or bad. 
We mufr keep at a difiance from every 
thing that can ftain the m~)rals, treat all 
the world with civi lity, but canti oHfly 
keep from the company of thofe who are 
capable of giving bad exampirs. 

The practice of thefe precautions is 
very difficult for young people to ;1ttend 
to, who'e frrong anct impetuous pailions, 
having nothin.r; in view but to fatisfy 
themfelYes, eagerly embr2ce the company 
of thofe who humour their whims and 
capnce. Many infrance.) are frequently 

prod~1ced 
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produced of young people, who, whi1e 
under the guicance of their parents or 
friends, have given the moil: promifing 
hopes of a wife and prudent conducl:; 
but no fooner were they become mailers 
of themfe lves, and hav,ng had the mis­
fortune to . fall into the company of 
prof" gaLei;, than, in imitation of them, 
the} ran into all their vices, a 1d at laft 
perifhed miferably. Eve i y one, who 
defpifes this advice in hi" y()uth, will 
not fail to be fenGble o t his etTOt vhen 
it may perhaps be too late, and when it 
muft infallibly be fuccee ded hy ctefoair, 
hoi·ror, and remorfe . It "is a melancholy 
ftate indeed, when we arrive at the 
borders of old ·age, t 'J find n A h0pe is 
lefc us but in farrow and repent,mce. 

COMPASSION. 

THERE are two forts of men wh'.J 
are incapable of compaffr:n - 'I he , ~l 
arc the great and rich, who, bei11g 1gno •. n.t 
ef what want aQd oppreffion are, cannot 
be fo fenfible of mifery as they ought, 

N ~ The 
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The fecond fort are thofe, who, being 
naturally hardhearted, are infenfible to 
the misfortunes of their neighbours. The 
firft would be in fome meafure excufable, 
were they ignorant of the ai vine precepts, 
which the facred writings hold forth to 
them concerning univerfal charity ; but 
the fecond fort are totally inexcufable, 
:fince it is through cruelty and malice 
that they look with confummate indif .. 
ference on the miferies of others. 

"The rich and powerful are obliged to 
acquire this virtue, becaufe here on earth 
they hold the place of him, w hofe pity 
an_d compaffion they will one day ftand fo 
much in need of themfelves, and who 
will meafure out to them his mercy and 
pity, in proportion as they have be­
frowed it on others. But that unfeeling 
fet of men, who have a heart infenfible 
of pity and compaffion, would do well to 
read thofe dreaa.ful judgements, which 
the fcriptures denounce againft them. 

Though every age produces unfeeling 
and obdurate hearts, and compaffion exifts 

generally 
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generally more in words than aB:ions7 
yet we meet with fome noble and generous 
fouls, who moil: fenfibly feel for the 
misfortunes of others, and take the 
greatefr pleafure in alleviating their 
forrows, a.nd affifring them in their ne 0 

ceffities. After all, however, happy are 
thofe, who are not in wa11t of compaffion. 
It is an old prove_rb, it is better to be 
envied than pitied. 

SINCERIT'r. 

SINCERITY is the mother of 
Truth, and the enfign of an honefr man; 
it is the pledge · of our words, and the 
picture of our thoughts. There is no 

· need of vouchers for the truth of what it 
fays, and its protefrations are indifputable. 
It enclofes feveral virtues in it1elf~ for it 
never deceives or flatters any one. Its 
promifes are confidered as matters aiready 
done, and its p rote.3:ations are facred 
records. An opennefs of heart is its· 
device, and it has no other end in view 
but honour. It does - not deceive by _ 

N 3 appearance, 

, 
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appearance, for it is in itfelf plain and 
fimple; it is a. {hanger to falfity, fince it 
fpealcs nothing but tru th; it every where 
makes itfelf kn,wn, and never wiihec; to be 
concealed; it fears no enemies, for virtue 
is its frie.J.d; it is held in eftcem by every 
honeil: perfon, though privately defpifed 
by the bafe and treacherous ; it is 
bani:fhed from courts, and is unknown 
among the rich and dignified ; its birth 
is in the heart, and its abode on the lips. 
It feems as if it had abandoned the earth, 
fince malignity has found the f ecret of 
making it pafs for frup'.dity among the· 
greater part of men. For my own part, 
I believe it h2s taken ita flight to heaven, 
that it may no longer be witnefs of thi 
triumphs of Falfity and Deceit. 

PROMISES. 
THE facility of making promifes, 

and the difficulty of performing them, 
are alrnofi: fimilar. It is a folly to ruiu 
o.urfelves by promifes, and it is a meannefs 
to enrich ourfelve~ by avoiding the 

pcnformance. 
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- performance. An old proverb fays, 
" Promifes are females, and the per­

fonnance of them males, fince we fee 

more of the fir ft than of the lail:." 
It is. generally obferved, that tho[e 

who are the moft ready te promifo are 

generally thofe who are the Ieait in con~ 

dition to fullfil their promifes. It is a 

very great imprudence to make promiies 

in order to gain friends for a little t~me, 

~nd afterwards to make them our enemies 

by thinking no more of what we faid. 

It feems to me, that it is infinitely better 

to oblige without promifing, than to 

bemean ourfelves by promifo)g withou t 

effect. The fool makes engagements 

with all the world i.vithout the leaft 

difcrimination ; but the wife man obliges 

0nly tho(e who deferve it. The man, 

rho readily offers his purfe to another, 

who he knows will not accept of 

it, will · not, when afked, lend any 

man a half-penny. Indeed, I hold 

great promifes in fo little efreem, that 

th < infrant they are made me, I would 
very 

• 
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very willingly give them up for the leaft reality. 

RANK. 
THE pride of rank or th:le is certainly one frep beneath the other follies of thi~ world. Is feems to be the completion of human vanity and impertinence, to con• fider it as a neceffary point, to take the firfr feat at a fumptuous entertainment, merely from the confideration of being · poffeffed of a tittle. The elbow-chair o_r the frool will equally difplay mer:t; ahd he, who occupies the latter, may probably have more fenfc and difcerment, than he who lolls at his eafe in the firft. The ma11, who is not feated at table according to his rank, generally enjoys little comfort of his dinner. What folly! Js the foup better, when placed where }iis vanity willies to have a feat, than at any other part of the table ? ls it reafonable for a man to loofe his appetite, becaufe he is feated one chair lower than he thinks bi~ dignity merits ? fhould he 

wifh ,-
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wifh to be ferved firft at t c1 ble, that would 

be pardonable, · provided he wa::. more 

hungry than others; but, if it be only 

from the co nfider..1 tio!ll of his rank, that 

he ·has confequently more merit than the 

refr of the Lompany, • and that g reate r 

attention ought ~to be p.aid him on that 

account, it is the highefr mark of imper­

tinence, and renders him unworr hy of 

the lowefr feat; A coxcom ' , p ce ;,Cfieff~d 

with this imagination, willies the ma Lor 

of the h,oufe to · prefeCl t him w~th the 

firft glafs of wine, without confidering 

who may be in the moft want of it .. 

This folly of rank is carrieJ to fo ch a 

height and degree of in fo lence, tha t it 

has even crept into the churches, where 

the dignified man cannot pray to h is God· 

but in the moft confpicuous and elegant 

feat. -Lafily, people, who are in love 

with t~e.ir rank and tittle, are very tire­

fome ammals , fwom enemirs to the 

pleafu re of others, and efpecially to the 

conviviality of the t able, where the 

liberty af).d eafe of the company o ught 
not 
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not to be refrrained by any perfonal difiinctions. 

The SP IR/CI' of CON'f'RADIC<J"'ION. 
THE ma11 who knows the leafr, generally fpeaking, is he who takes the moil pleafme in contradicting. His only refollrce being in the power of his lungs, he fruns hia auditors with the loudnefs of 

his words, and makes himfelf equally odious to thofe whom ae attacks, and 
thofe who are obliged to endure d:e tempefi of his voice. What a foo lifu character is that of the contradicl:or ! What pains does he not take to !hew his ignorance, by talking of thofc things, of which Ae knows nothing ! I s it not a 
fupreme degree of effrontery, for a man to fet himfelf up as a j udge of a difcourfe, of which he perhaps does not know any thing. Though cont radiction, properly timed, may fometimes furn i{h matter for 
converfation; yet, when it is accompanied with obfrinacy, it will foon become dif. gufting. To tire this fort of difagreeable 

dif pofitions, 
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difpofitions, the heft is to give thera their 
way in whatever they advance, when 
they will foon get tired, having no longer 
any thing to feed their nonfenfe. It has 
been faid of a certain nobleman, that he 
is very angry on being contradided, and 
yet looks upon that man as a fool, who 
has not fomething to fay in oppofition to 
whatever is advanced. This kind of 
<;har~cl:er fs very difgufring, efpecially 
v:hen they are mafrers of fubtle argument. 
It is therefore befr, whenever we can, to 
avoid fuch company; and, when we 
cannot, we mufr follow the advice of 
the old proverb, which fays, " Give hay 
to the ox, and grains to the fwine." 

C O N YE N I E N C E. 

THAT conveniency, \\1h:ch mortals 
feek with fo much avidity in th.e courfe 
of this £hon lire, appea;s to be a ki :o.cl. 
of fweet poifon, which fills the human 
mind with vanity, and is ranked among 
the greatefr felicities of tbis world. 

Conveniency, 
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Conveniency, by which is meant the 
poffeffion of th:ngs agreeable to our 
wi!hes, is the fal/e friend of the body 1 

and, undr r the pretence of making lts 
ha;..,py, loads us with marry evil~. It 
defi:roys induftry and exercife fo neceffary 
to the body, as it furni!hes us with all 
the dangerous delicacies of the table. 
Befides this, it lulls the foul into a ftate 
of lethargy, and too often makes us 
·forget our God. 

It is very difficult for the man, who 
is entirely at his eafe, to facrifice any 
pleafore to his health. The generality 
of men will not give themfelves leifure 
to recollect, that they cannot ferve two 
oppofite m3;fters at the fame time, and 
that it is impoffible to g!ve way to all 
the v nities of thi s life, and at the fame 
time think of our d uty to God and 
ourfelves. 

The end of moft of our defires is to 
prQcu.re ~n agreable independence for our 
old arre, that we may live at eale when 
we ih

0

all bG nearly ve rging on the borders 
of 
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of the grave. Every one dreads the idea 
of wanting conveniences in that frage: 
of life, without corifidering, that the 
greater pa rt of mankind do not live to 
arrive at the age of fifty. A great part 
of what we call conveniences are little 
better than vices, for which we fhall be 
called to an account hereafter. A con~ 
venience is, in fome degree, properly 

·called the gift of Heaven, provided we 
make a right u fe of it; for, impi!<>perly 
ufed, it becot.nes a curfe. The Scripture 
tel ls u s, that Lazarus, labou ring under 
the moft terrible infirmities of human 
n :itu re daring h is life, on his quitting 
this world, WdS conveyed to the regions 
of eternal felic·ty; while the rich man; 
who here enjoyed all the luxuries of thi3 
life, was faid to have little comfort in the 
world above. . This fornly merits a 
moment's reflection! 

COMPLAISANCE. 

COMPLAISANCE is the d au ~(htrer 
of Civi 'ity, which eafily infinuares ~nan~ 

o ~iu.J. 



_ kind into the efreem of each other, and 
€>ften forces people naturally of a favage 
difpofition to be kind and civil. Every 
one is fond of the company of the cont­
p1aifant man, becaufe his converfation is 
at all times agreeable>. 

He feem2 to fympathize with every 
one with whom he converfes, and con­
feauently is. pleafing to every one. 

J. • 

Compla1fance proves _ a krrowledge of 
huinan life, and is the certain proof of 
a poHte education. It difiinguifhes a 
man, without expofing hi.m to envy; for 
even the envious are pleafed with his 
ol::liging manners. Upon the whole, it 
is a charaeter advantageous to every one.-

After all, however efi:imable complai-­
fa.nse may be, the excefs of it is good 
for nothing,- un1efs it be to draw con­
tempt on the over-complaifan-t man, or 
to make him pafs for a dupe. Hence it 
feems, that complaifance ihould not be 
left to itfelf. but always accompanied 
w:1:h judgement and prudence,. without 
'\59 hich it lofes its . merit, and expofes us 
to t~e mockery of others-. 

OA7HS. 
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OA'I'HS. 

EVERY fin has fome pretended ap.,, 
pearance of fatisfacl:ion or pleafure, exm 
cept the vice of [wearing. It is not only 
offenfive to God, but leffons the v.eradty 
of what the f wearer tells you, it being 
an old faying, that thofe who fwear will 
falfify. A man of credit and veracity 
has no occafion to call in the affiil:ance 
of oaths to make himfelf believed, fince 
he knows, that if his character has not 
weight enough to make hi-s affertiom 
be!\eved, it is not oaths that will con­
tribute to give them weight. 

The man who is much gi.ven to 
fw.earing, is generally guilty of many 
other vices; they are generally llilfor~ 
tunate in the world, and fini:lh their lives 
miferably. It is a very wicked cufrom 
to be every moment calling God to 

witnefs what they frequently know, ut 
th_e very moment they are fpcaking, to _ 
be totally falfe . vVe have beeD told of 
a man, who had the misfortune to be a 

0 2 gr~at 

I 
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great {wearer, and who, being re pri­
manded by his confeifor to no purpofe, 
was at laft enjoined, by way of penitence, 
to have a button pulled off his coat every 
time he fwore; fo that, at the end of 
twenty-four hour~, he had not a coat 
left to wear. He now began to reflect, 
that, in a little time, he fuould be obliged 
to have his clothes new-buttoned every 
day; and this bringing hiin to reflection, 
he at laft h appily broke himfelf of the 
habit off wearing. 

rhe Ridicule of· bad FORTUNE. 
IT f eems as if mockery aad ridicule 

were a tribute wh ;ch the world pc1y to 
bad fortune, and t hat, t laugh at people 
ill-treated by that b lin d divinity, were a 
prerogat= ve which tho 'e in eaJy circum­
il:ances had a r ight to indulge th emf cl ves 
in. But furely n othin '_' c ,n be more 
ungenerou s, th an for one m:m to m ake 
a mockery of anot: er, merely bec:1u!e 
he may not h ave been fo fortun1te as 
~imfelfr It is a great rrprk of pride a:1d 

vamty 
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vanity, and, in fame meafore, is a proof 
of tbe /depra\·ity of the heart. Tho:e 
·who act on this ungenerous principle 
would do well to recollect, th at the gifts 
of fortune are fickle, and th at fome 
accident or o ther, in the comm erce of 
huma n life, whatever may be our pof­
frffions at prcfent, may il:rip us of them 
all, and pl~ce us in the very fitu:ttion 
of thofe, with whom we h ave been fo 
ungeneroufly free, as to . turn them in .o 
riJ iculc for wba t th~y probably coulc\ 
not 11 e lp, and w hich was owing to fome 
tinforefeen accident. Cou ld we b ut be 
1rough t to think and act by others, in. 
the fame m:rnner as we our elves would 
w1fh ro be done by, we fhould not mock 
the \mfor~unate man, but endeavou r to 
co 11fole and affiil: him. ·To rejoice in the 
difl:1 effes of ,mother is o-ru el to the lafr ' 
degree; for if we do 1"tot choofe to re-. 
li eve them , we have certainly no ri ght 
W add to the load of their affiidions. 

9 3 Prej'etV;(l,tion 
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Prefirruation of HE AL 7' H. 

Oll R principal employment in youth 
is to dif<;over new pleafores, and in old 
age we are equally employed in the 
purfuit of what will eafe our pains, and 
p referve the little health we have left.-_ 
It is with the view of leffening thefe 
cares, that I am now going to 1mike 
fome few remarks, the obfervation of 
which may contcibute to foften the in~ 
firmiries of old age. 

The firfr rule is, to ihun thofe places 
where the air is thick and moifr, and 
wbere violent winds are frequent; to 

_ ~eep the head, il:omach, and feet always 
warm, and to guard as 1puch as poi1i0le 
from the notturnal air, which is very 
prejudicial to the health, 

The fecond rule confifrs in eating only 
when you are hungry, and not drinking 
but when you are dry, nor committing 
any excefs with either. To abfrain, 
from eating different forts of provifions 
iat one time, c\,nd always t(i) rife from 

tab!e 
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table with an appeti te ; never to eat at 

night, at moil: bu t a light fuppe:· ; to 

fafr every tenth day, in order to give 

nature a refr, 2nd never to drink oetween 

meals, nor after midnight. 
The third rule is, to go to bed in 

good hours, a:1d rife early in_ ti1c 

morn·ng, for feven hours fleep is fu tf.c:ent 

for the repofe of a man; a longer time 

is hurtful to his hea~t h. Never Deep 

after din er ; but, if that cane.at be 

prevented, let it be only in an :::lbow•• 

chair, and that only for half an hour at 

moil:. Never ufo exercife of body or 

mind immediately after a me8 t, it being 

then as hurtful as it is ufc '. ul at 01her 

times; and though exercife, acc~1r.l,ing 

to H'ppocrates, may be the furefr mean& 

of prefo ·ving heal th , neverthele1s we 

muft not pufh it fo~ far as to fatigue \.lS 

too much. 
The fourth rule is, to have noth ing to 

do with phyfidans, except in defpe :-~te 

cafes, but to apply to tli€ moft firhple 
and 
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and eafy medicines, whenever nature 
requ;res f.)me aihil:ance. 

The fifth is, to ufe pleafore ·with a 
moderation which will 11-;r ti,-e in the 
enjovmen , and without fuffering our~ 
felve~ to be hurried away into excefs; 
in a word, to enjoy pleafure, but not to 
fµffer it •o ta1·e poffeffion of us. 

The fi.xth and la.fr rule is, . not to 
fuffer our(elves to be too much deje8:e<l 
on the mifcarriages of this life; for 
there is a very clofe conne8:ion bet\.veen 
the bndy and the mind, fo clofe indeed, 
that the one cannot fuffer without dif­
turbing the economy of th e other. 

Wer~ people to obferve thefe rules, 
we fiiould not fee fo many broken con­
fritutions in the early part of life; but 
1.mfort11nately fuch is' the difpofition of 
mankind, that they know not the value 
of health till «fter they have lofr it, and 
dn not think pf conft.dting the difciples 
of Efculapius till after Bacchu? -and 
Venus have made irreriarable \:)re~ches i.µ their conftitutions. 

REPOSE. 



MoRAL SKETCHES, z 53 

REPOSE. 

THE wife man kriows t he valu e of 

repofe , but happy is h e wh o aL"hially 
enjoys it. It is the mofr rea fonable 
objed of our willies, afler ha\ i ng been 
dik ouraged in th e purfu it s o t our yuurh, 
and d ifappoin ted in the enjoyment of 

the t u mul tu ous pleafures of tr.is life ; 
for it is on ly in repofe , e can hope to 
r e:fr in the evening of life . In order to 
obtai n that pie:.l lm g fit uati on, w e m ufr 

remo ve ou delve~ fa r from e ve: v thing 

t hat can di fi: u1 b our tranqu lli t.y , and 
ab!o l utely re 10t1nce, ~11d ne ve r mo re to 
tbink of, \,· h a t th e world cal ls f01 tun e, 

u po n which we mufr t u rn <m r bac k s, 

b efo re we c:.n boa:fr o f happi 11 t rs ; fo r, 

all th ings properly confi de red, there C'J n 

Le Heithe r gPndcLJ r, r ic h ~E , nor hon ours, 

·witho ·it inquictud':: Hence the fa vours 

c1f fo1 tun e" ca nnot ' be eil-ecmed as rro• 
motiri.g h .1ppinefs ; and h e, \..I ho lives in. 
repc,fe in fome peacefo l ref r eat, b t·t ter 

pnj(Jys the fweat s of Ffc urh_;i.Gu rhej , 
· than 
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than thofe who imagine they find every 
felicity in the bufrle of parade and 
grandeur. 
· Mainard, the French poet, has very 
prettily defcribed the fit1Jation of life to 
be wifu~d for. " Lifren, my fon, (fayli 
he) to what forms the compofition of a 
happy life.-N either care nor law-fuit; 
~ fufficiency of wealth, without the 
trouble of labouring to procure it ; 
friends, of an even temper, to converfe 
with; a found body, always neatly 
dreffed, without finery, no quarrels, 
and provifions plain and natural ; a 
modefr good-tempered wornan to affift in 
domeilic matters, and a little ileep, but 
that peaceful and tranquil. Be fatisfied 
with fuch a lot, you having no room to 
complain of it; l').nd you will then view 
the approach of death without fear or 
defire." 

Herein realy confift8 the true fo rtune 
of this world ; but ambition and avaricy 
conceal it from the eyes of the generality 
ef qiankind. Age, to which wifdom is 

generally 
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generally confined; eafily difcovers this 
truth; for having, in youth, experi~ 
enced the vanity of the paffions, he 
cannot but def pife them, and look 
forward to repofe, as the only snd of 
all his defires. 

We read in hifrory, that Plato, 
Marcius, Cato, Lucullus, Scipio, Pe1i~ 
des, Senac.a , aud Diodefian, hav.e fup .. 
ported this truth by their example, ip 
preferring, in the latter end of their 
lives, the peaceful re treat of their 
gardens to the throne and the fceptre 3 

and that they found n1ore fatisfaction in 
cultivating, in perfect liberty> their 
plants and vegetables, than -in feeing 
thernfelves crowned with laurels, or 
enjoying all the pomp of a day of 
t riumph, amidil: the acclamations of the 
Roman €itizens. 

EX .AMPLE. 

I T is a received maxim, " Live 
according to the laws, and not •e-­
cording to example." Hqwev.er, if 
w~ imitate iood examples,. we f9al.l 

nev~t 
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never have occafion for laws to reflrah1 
us. Good examples effeB:ually lead u<:. 
into the paths of virtue, as bad cxamp'.e3 
condu[t us into tho re of vice. Tlt ~ 
wicked man ilielters himCelf in his- crim e;; 
under the idea, that he is neither the · 
firfi: nor the only one who has been 
gui;ty of erro ,·s. . 

Good example is like a flambeau, th~ 
light of \.vhich conducts us to the right 
ro1d; bu : bad exam ples 1end to coun­
tenance the wicke~ in their criminal 
rurfo i ts The examp:es of thofe who 
lived in former ages, teach us what wiil 
be the iffue of our condLtL't; they en~ 
cGurage th wife to perfeY·~re in the 
c-,rcer of virtue, an<l are :10 lcfs proper 
to deter the vicious frotn fa)fe courCes. 

A man, whom reading has not i n­
ilr,uB:ed in the diffe rent cirrumfiances of 
life, is not capable of formi ng ,1. y prn­
jeft to bis advanta;;e, nor of judging 
what may be the i !Tue of his cnn<lud; 
but examples are like good fpell:acles, 
tliro:J,gh · whi . .-h vie m:1y dtfr:nguin1 at a 

diihnce 

, 
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diftance between good and evil . The 
general of an army, or a prime miniH:er 
of il:ate, mui1 have frudiea the examples 
that have gone before them, and r:_ez·ulated 
their condud thereby, if ever they wifhed 
to obtain credit in their different proJ 
feffions. The good examples reading 
furnifhe s are a powerful f pur, which 
makes them exert e,,ery faculty to atrain 
vi rtue, and fometimcs makes great men 
of thofe w h o are ;;; s yet not far advanced 
in life . Happy the man , to whom a good . 
example ferves as a rule of his conduL'l, 
and the bad one as a warning to avoid 
the danger. 

'l'R .A 1 T ~ U 1 L L l Tr. 
T RUE felicity confifts in the tran• 

qui llity of the- mind, and t 1 e health 
of the body. If it be eary to remove 
the diforders of the body by, th " po.vcr 
of medicine , it is no lefs cafy t 1 c 1re 
the diitempers of the m -ncl by the aHi '1a11ce 
.of reafon. T he will of God, Vi ithout 
which no accident wh,:ievcr c:rn happen 

P to 
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to us, ought alw?-ys to be adored, and 
tna-ke us contented with our lot. 

Reafon tells us, that every agitation 

of the mind is ufelefs; when the evil 
we fuffer -is without remedy. That 

t.rneafinefs we feel, while the event of 
any thing material is hanging between 

hope and def pair, appears more reafonable 

than that chagrin we feel from the weight 

of an actual calamity ; fince, in the firft 

fituation·, the perhaps may as well tum 

ou the bad fi.d.e as on the good; wherea$, 

in the fecond infi:ance, the evil is deter-

1nined, to \vhich reafon tells us we muft 

accomodate ourfelves, -fince impatience 

will not change the matter. It is in­

~ornparably better to fobmit with patience 

to the will of heaven, and to confcle 

ourfelves with the hope, that as every 

ihing is fubkct to change, misfortunes 

eannot lafr for ever~ Hifi:ory £umifues us 

-lv-irh a variety of examples of the re­

volutions of fortune, which fometinies 

raife people from the lowefi: pitch ~£ 

.miitry t~ the moil: ele,v:ated fi.tuation in 
life, 
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life, and afterwards again plunged them 
into their former rnifery and obfcurity. 

WISDOM. 

, PHILIP of. Macedon one day, being 
in company with feveral philofophers, 
afk.ed them, wh,at they confidered as of 
the mo.fr confequence in this world. It 
is not at all furprifing that they were of 
~fferent opinions. 

One faid, that he gave the preference 
to water, becaufe that clement occupied 
a greater fpace than the earth. Another 
in:fified, th.i.t it was the fun, becaufe it 
gave light to the heavens, the air, and 
the earth, The next was of opinion? 
that it was the mountain Olympus, whofe 
f ummit reached to the clouds, and, being 
fo high, was feen a.t an immenfe diCT:ance, 
The fourth gave the preference tt> Home.r, 
who was fo m~h efl:eemed during his 
fife, and fo much celebrated after his 
death, that feven powerful nation& entered 
into a bloody war, to determine which of -
them wer~ acluall y in poifeffion of his-. 

P z bones., 
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bones. The la_fi fpeaker infified, that 

there was nothing in this world of fo 

much confideration as wifdom, fince it 
clefpifes the falfe glare of things of thii 

l;fe, th :nks little of what the world 

in general admire, and what the vulgar­

confider as the greatefi blei1i.ng. 

Indeed, if we reflect on this matter 

properly, we ihall be brought to agree , 

that h e, who def pifes the falfe glare of 

grandeur merits more glory0 than he who 

courts or poffeifes it ; and that the man, 

wrofe virtues afford him a juil: [elf-appro­

bation, is greater than he, to v1hom the 

rage of party may have erected a fiatu~ 

of bronze. 
Titus Livius, when he fpe aks of 

, Marcus Curius, fays, that being one day 

employed in his houfe in wafhing cabbages 

bc>fore lie put them inro the pot, was 

w aited upon by the ambaffiidors of the 

Sc1rnnites, who came to offer him a con­

fidernble fum of money, to fupport with 

his crccfa and fufb age the requefi they had­

to make to the fcnate. This noble 
Roman 
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Roman anfwered 'them very cooly: 
" You muft, gentlemen, offer this con~ 
fiderable furn to fome other perfon, who 
difdain5 to wafh his own cabbages, and 
who is above being contented with fuch 
ordinary fare. As for me1 I defire no 
other riches, than of having an influence 
over thofe who are rnafrers of fo much 
treafu re." 

Surely th~s is the character of a true 
hero, who knew how to derive as much 
glory from cleaning h :s cabbages in his 
kitchen, as from the laurels he had 
juftly aquired by his great exploits and 
tamou~ victories. He was certainly no 
lefs illufl:rious by his kitrhen fire-fide, 
than in-vincible to the enemies of Rome, 
at the head of armies he commanded. 

Wifdom is an ornament to the humbleft 
individual ; but ihines with greater 
lufrre when i.t is found among princes and 
great men, who know how to acquire it, 
by cultivating the acquaintance of perfons 
diil:ingui{hed for their merit and know­
ledge, to whom they cannot give too 

P 3 free 
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free an accefs to their perfon.s-. Every 
prince, who is not ambitious of cultivating . 
wifd9m, is an enemy to himfelf, and 
contemptible ;n the eyes of all thofe WhQ 
have- any difcernment, even though he 
were as fortunate as Crefar, as rich as­
Crref us, as brave as Alexander, and as 
happy as Auguftus. Indeed, he would 
be always unfortunate, fince, without 
wifdom, all the felicities of this world 
depend upon cha11ce, which are produced 
and defl:royed_ according to the caprice of 
fortune, which equally fports with the 
mailer and the fervant, the king- and the 
fubjeS:, with the rich and the poor, and 
which feems to have an abfolute power 
o,ver all the events that concern the affairs 
qf mortals, except thofe of the wife. 

ro urH. 
THE R E never was feen a more 

beautiful or more dangerous thing than 
youth. It is the rofe of the fpring of 
human life; but it may eafily be prec 
cipitated into the abyfs of vjces bY; in-

experience 
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axperience and its own vivacity. It is a 
fea continually agitated by tempefts, and 
full of a thoufand rocks, through wliich 
we muft pafs in the midft of numberlefs 
d;mgers, before we arrive at the age of 
,:lifcretion. 

If happinefs, as fome people pretend, 
confifl:s in the imagination of being fo, it is 
certainly in thefe times that man is the mofr 
happy, however extreme his imp1 udenc~ 
may be, his ignorance grofs, bis pre­
fumption ridiculons, his judgement weak, 
his reafoning falfe, his obfiinacy in­
vincible, his comprehenfion dull, hii 
pailions unruly,an<l his forefight extremely 
fuort. 

The youth thinks he knows every tb ing, 
and wifhes to put theory in the place of 
experience ; he amufes and employs 
himfelf with trifles, and readily furrenders 
himfelf into the arms of folly; indolence 
is his pillow, and indulgence his bed of 
repofe ; the vices pay their court to him, 
and the vanities :c'.ccompany them ; the 
prefent moment o':cnpies all his thoug?ts, 

and 
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and his cares do not extend to the future, 
which he confi. ~e rs as uncertain ; he 
knows not what he willies, for he has no 
fixed objeB: in view; h:s refolutions are 
inconfrant, and what he propofes has no 
folid foundation ; fornetimes he is dif­
trac-1-edly fond of a thi.ng, which the next 
mriment he as hearti ly defpifes ; foy he 
is not accuftomed to reflect on what he 
thinks or \riihes, which to hi.m would be 
a puni01rnent. Lafrly, notwithfranding 
what we have here obferved, happy he 
who paffes his youth in thr frudy of 
wifdom, in the application of the leffons 
he h 1s received, and in the practice of 
virtue, as he will thereby infallibly 
preferve, even in old age, many of the 
agreeable qualities of youth. 

CREDIT'. 

HOYVEVER rich a man may be 
he will not fail, if he wants credit, a~ 
fome time or other, to be as much em­
barraffed as he who has too much, who . ' 
not knowing how properly to manage 

and 



MoRAL SKETCHES. 16} 

and tc1ke care of his credit, not only 
ruins himfelf, but in-v-olves in the fame 
evil all thofe who have placed to much 
confidence in him. A wife man never 
abufes his credit, but an imprudent man 
foon loofes it. Credit is the father of the 
borrower, who very often proves an 
unworthy fon. · Good faith is the mother 
of Credit, but fhe frequently brings forth 
children who go quite naked, who are 
treacherous and decitful, and who have 
the cruelty to fuffer their mother to be 
put to death when fhe attempts to correct 
them. 

The prince, who lofes his credit, fhakes 
his kingdom to the very foundation. 
The gentleman, who fails in his credit, 
puti; himfelf in the high road to ruin. 
The merchant, whofe principal fupport 
is his credit, no foon~r lofes fight of it, 
than he becomes a bankrupt. The man, 
who incautioufly gives credit, runs a great 
rifk. of lofing his money; and he, who has· 
a foul bafe cnoucrh to abl1fe that credit, 

• 0 

by berng generous at the expence of 
another7 

I 
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another, at lafi falls into the lowefi degree 
of indigence, and frequently e·xperiences. 
the want of the common neceffaries of ljfe. 
Avarice is generally the moti v~ of the 
}ender, and imprudeRce and a bad con• 
fcience bring on the latter. 

I well remember, being one day at 
Bruffels, that a Ge rman gentleman, an 
acq uain'tance of mine, came to me, and 
de fired me to aecompap. y him to the houfo 
0f a merchant, to whum he was well 
~ nown. The merchant, who was ve1y 
rich, had formerly advanced large fums, 
of money to my friend. On our arrival 
at the merchant's houfe, we found him ill, 
bed, to vvhich he was confined by a: 
fit of the gout. He received us with 
great civility, and, after we had drank 
t;:hocolate togetker, he lifiened with 
great attention to the propofal the count 
made to him, which was to advance him 
five hundred pifroles . upoi1 a letter of 

_ exchange on Germany. Alter ma.tu rely 
~onfidering the propofal, he replied, 
"~ $ir, l have had the ~Qnou-r of feveral 

~irne~ 



MORAL SKETCHB. 167 

times ferving you on yOltr firfr joumeys 
into this country, and it is true that you 
always puncl.ually reimburfe'cl me the· 
fums with which I had accommodated 
you, and I am much obliged to you 
for fo doing. But permit ITH', Sir, to 
tell you, that in thofe times I was riot 
much at my eafe, and I thefefore eafily 
ran tifks, in order to encreafe my little 
fortune. Thank heaven, I have always 
been fo lucky as not to lofe any thing : 
~ut, as I have now got a fufficicncy; 
I wifh to be at my eafe, and prefe_rve' 
what I have got, without running any 
chance of loafing it. So that, at prefent, 
I advance no money without proi? er 
fecurity, nor tnrfr any longer to in .. 
eonfiant fortune, though I am, Sir, at 
the fame time, folly pe-rfoacled of you-r 
honour and integrity/' 

Such was the conducl:, which prudence 
herfelf feemed to have dictated to this 
old man, who, though he did not fatisfy 
tbe demands of the count, fupplied me 
with ample l'n;J.tter for re1lel'cion. To 

fom 
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fom up the whole in a word; every min, 
who has a fufficiency to li ve on com• 
fortably in his own way, and according 
to h is condition, but ftill runs riili.s to 
gain more, refembles the dog in lEfop's 
F ab:es, who quit ted the reality for a 
fhadow, and loft even that he before had. 
He who parts with his money too freely, 
and lends it to the great on theif own 
credit, refembles a candle, which con-­
fumes itfelf in me fer vice of others •• 

.LV.lO CKE R r, &c. 
TO make a moclcery of the infirmities 

of othc:·s is a vile and odius thing ; 
it is dif pleaiing to God, is detefied by 
every honefi man, and is hated even by 
the impious th emf elves. This diabolical 
inclination for mockery is the mark of a 
foul foll of envy, pre l'umption, brutality, 
and e,ery thing- elfe the rnoft unworthy 
in a man. It is gencra!l y obferved, that 
he wh0 takes delight in mockery, is 
generally defrin1te of'·every quality ne• 
ceffary to recommend a man in 'the 
. ommerct of thi.s wor d. 

l\1ockery 



/ 
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Mockery and raillery are nearly allied, 
and are equally mifchievous, The dif~ 
courfes of thofe who are fund of raillery 
are generally malicious, their civilities are 
affected, their confidence falfe, their pro• 
tefrations deceitful, and their friendfhip 
refembles a reed, which pierces the hand 
of him who takes hold of it for fupport. 
He is beloved by no one, but hated by 
all. Every one waits with impatience 
the moment of fe eing his feet fl ip, th :1t 
they may contribute fomething to preci• 
pitate him into the aby[s he merits. 

JU S 'I' ICE. 

JUSTICE is the Q!~een of the 
Virtues, aF1d includes a gre1t variety of 
bleffia~s it beftows on mortals. - It i-s 
the fcourge of crimes, and the terror of 
gilt; it deftroys vice, hold~ folly in a 
bridle, protet1:s innocence, re w~rds virtue, 
and preferves peace and t ranquillity in 
the frat€. 

The ancients, who hav~ depicted the 
:ng·ure of J uilice, reprefent it w:th a crown 

,,, Q_ .on 
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on its head, as the em0lem of majefl:y, 
:.ind the grandeur and glory that attends 
it. They put a fceptre in its hand, to 
mark its abfolute' power, which cannot 
be dilputed without offending heaven, 
and ruin;ng the fiate. They put a 
bandage round its eyes, tG infinuate th~ 
impartiality arrd little regard it CJ'Ught to' 
have to the appearances of perfons in the 
courfe of juitice: fri~nds, enemie$, rich, 
poor, great and little, fuould be all 
t1pon a level, and receive judgement 
according to the merit @f.their ca.ufe. In 
the left hand it holds a pair of fcales, 
which reprefent its inflexible jufrice, 
which neither interefi, favour1 nor any 
other influence whatever, can in tne 
leafr degree make any a '. teration. . 

J ufiice is fn~qu entl y re pref er:i.ted as 
holding a fword, infread of a fceptre, in'. 
its right-hand, and th;s is c:llled the fword 
of ju l1 ice, wh.i'ch is to be 11:ed :n the 
punifhn1:ents of all degrees of delinq ucnts, 
whethfr great or lit tle, rich or poor, 
weak or powerful, with.out the leafr 
favou'r or difiinltion. 

POVERCf'Y 
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POVERT'T and PRIDE. 

T HERE is no contraft in nature 
more ridiculous than that of a proud man, 
furrounded 'Y" th poverty. 'Without 
p.ardl: any fuoes to his feet, he will take 
the lead i11- every proceffion -; and, though 
his linen and clothes may be much the 
worfe for wear, he will take his feat at 
the upper end of the table. He affects 
to love carelefsnels in his drefs, becaufo 
he has not wherewith to chang·e them. 
He cannot endure the fight of laced or 
embroidered cloths, his fublime genius 
foon difcovering, that thefe are fit only 
to decorat~ fervants and the faddle cloths 
9f their horfes. H~ hates all forts of 
lace, is an enemy to all ornaments, and 
finds that a black frock gives to a man 
the appearance of ~ foldier. He wears 
no cloak, ~becaufe it is too cumberfome, 
and light fhoes and filk frockings are apt 
to give him cold. He never powders his 
wig-, becaufe that would make him look 
like ~ miller, and contribute too fpoil hi~ 

Q_~ clothe~. 
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clothes. He is feldom feen without a 
' tooth-pick in his hand, for it is very 
difagreeable to him to have the flefu of 
a partridge or woodcock ftick in his teeth. 
He defpifes the embarrafferneqt of a great 
train, which according to him~ is more 
troublefome than proper to make a mal'l 
ref pelted ; and, befides, all thofe qua­
lities, that are not perfonal, can form no 
real merit. He is no lover of either tea 
or coffee, for he fays, that it is in reality 
nothing but water, and he is furprifed at 
the fal!e tafte of thofe who make ufe of 
them. He keeps neither horfe nor carri .. 
age, becaufe he loves exercife, and confi­
ders it as the fovereign preferver of health. 
He never rides in a chaife, becaufe that 
woulcl b~ too effeminate. He never plays 
at any game, becaufe he is always em­
ployed in great and important affairs, 
which demand all his time and attention. 
He never eats any fupper, becaufe that 
wou ld interrupt his fleep. He carries 
no fmall change about him, becaufe that 
would incurnber his pocket; nor has he 

any 
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any fnuff-box, becaufe he willies to dif. 
courage the praB:ice of fnuff- taking,· 
confidering it as a nafiy habit ; though 
every time he fees a box opened, he will 
condefcend to thruft hi£ fingers into it. 
He f peaks little, becaufe he does not love 
contradictions, and rarely approves of 
what others fay, unlefs good mannctrs 
and politenefs fometimes obliges him to 
it. He never goes to operas or plays, 
becaufe he does not love to be crowded, 
and befides, he cannot fupport the fumes 
of the candl·es. When he travels, he 
ne°".er goes po.ft, but always in the ftage• 
coach for the fake of agreeable company. 
In _fhort, his inn is at the Sun, and he 
flee_ps at the Moon. 

While I am [peaking of this oddity 
of nature, I recollect what I have heard 
fpoken of a certain girl, who accufed 
herfelf to her confeffor _of being v~ry 
proud. The priefr then afked her, what 
he fuppofed mufr be the cafe, if fhe were 
rich. "No, -no, father, (replied the 

penitent) fo far from it, that I have ' 
Q_3 nothing 
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~othing in this world but the dothes on my back .. '~ " -Go, go, my good girl, 
(faid the father) this madnefs of yours 
will foon I.eave you, and J ihall rnflict no 
penance on you.P 

era KNOW ouRSELAVEs. .. = 

THE little ~nowledge a m an generally 
has of himfelf, we may ven~ure to fay, 
comes from the infati ble defir e of 
l<nowi1~g others . Being accuftomed tq 
wanaer from home, whe:-e he feldom 
:finds 1tirnfelf, he has Q.O time to il:op to 
pbferve wkat p:iifes whhin hirnfelf~ 
Chilo, one of fhe feven wife men f 
0-reece, bor(! for h is motto, Know th):felf. 
He taught others thi~ iho rt moral, 
which has a great extent of meaning, 
and is of the lafr confeq uence; for, 1f 
w e know not our{e :ves, we know not in 
~hat degre~ we are g r>d or bad : fo_ that 
we c,mnot apply ou rfelves to cu uv,1te 
the good, or to weaken and totally 
defrroy tne-0ad we may filld ir our ~elves. 
~efides, the more we a.re employ~d 1.n ... . ~e 
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the frudy of ourfelves and our own 
defects, the le[s room fhall we have to' 
complain of th€. difagreeable judgement 
the reil: 0f the world pafs on us; andJ 
as we do not like tq hear the reproaches 
of the latter, we fhould be more attenn 
tive to the firfr, the frudy of ourfelves,, 
\Ve may be faid to have acquired great 
knowledge, when we have learned. to 
difcover our own imperfecl:ions, and that 
it is a m;:irk of wifdom to become fen.., 
fible of ou·r owro. folly, fince that knc;rw~ 
ledge ferioufly erig::iges u:. ard~ntly to 
labour in the field of .Reformation~ 
Every man, whatever nis fonfe and 
judgement may be, if he rieglecl: the 
frudy of himfelf, he wi11 frequently 
commit fuch grofs errors, and will f& 
derange his co1idu'ct, that thofe very 
talents of underftalidini he poifeffos, by 
being improperly ufed, wil'l add to his' 
difgrace. A ce1ebrated author, fpeakin~ 
ori this fubject, makes the following . 
remark: " We ought at no time better 
to know ourfel ves, tha.n when we exert 

every 



17~ ~ORAL SKETCHES. 

every art to make ourfelves appear wife 
in the eyes of others; becaufe we are 
generally more fond of difplaying the little 
we really know, than of learning the 
great deal we lmow not." . 

F I N I S. 
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