— e

-









FRON'TESP TR ECE"

N
N

)

AT

Ay

&

1/

4

282

Flilerrzore arzdd

-



\//a/f JM’“’/‘

MORAL S’/KETCHES

4 -
:‘,,,‘a? {):.,7—( 7(&
FiRve

FOR

Y OU NG I 'MEIEN DS

And when the clofing Scenes prevail,

When Wealth, State, Pleafure, All {hall fail;
All that a foolith World admires,

Or Paffion craves, or Pride infpires;

At that important Hour of Need,

VirTuE fhall prove a Friend indeed !
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ADVERTISEMENT.

F a2 Work folely intended to
i promote Virtue and Morality,
to arm the rifing Generation
againft the prevailing Follies of
the Age, and to point out fO
hem thofe Obje&ts which muft
regulate their Welfare here and
hereafter, be worthy of the Fa-
tronage of good Parents, Friends,
and Guardians of Children, then
thefe MoraL SkETCHES have
little to fear on account of the
Reception they will meet with.,

This Work contains a great

Yariety of fhort Effays, on moﬂé
| 0
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of the moral Duties of Life, and
were originally written in French
by a Pen, which Death has long
fince filenced. If the Tranflator
of thefe invaiuable Sketches {hall
be thought to have fent them into
the World in an eafy and clegant
Englith drefs, he afpires to no
other Fame, May every youthful
Mind receive as much' Inftrution
and Advantage from the Perufal
of them, as the Tranflator felt
Pleafure in naturalizing them into

the Englith Language.

MORAL
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is faid, that the fcarcity of any
:ncreafes its value, and that gold
ver for that reafon hold the firfk
inong perithable matters ; yet it
> confefled, that thereis one thing
vorld more fcarce than thofe metals,
it is, a true friend, if fuch a thing
[l poflible to be found. ‘T'here is
s too much reafon to believe, that
. almoft every one talks of a Friend
Pheenix, no perfon has ever yet
‘hers
for fafliionable friends, thefe are
day to be met with ; but they are
¢ es that crowd round a honey-pot,
rob it of its fweets. Such triends
1erally fJLlnd to refemble 1wa110ws,
it us in the {pring to enjoy the
B approaching
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I T is faid, that the fcarcity of any
thing encreafes its value, and that gold
and filver for that reafon hold the firfk
place among perithable matters ; yet it
muft be confefled, that thereis one thing
in this world more fcarce than thofe metals,
and that is, a true friend, if fuch a thing
be at all poffible to be found. ‘There is
perhaps too much reafon to believe, that
though almoft every one talks of a Friend
and a Pheenix, no perfon has ever yet
feen either.

As for fafhionable friends; thefe are
every day to be met with ; but they are
like flies that crowd round a honey-pot,
only to rob it of its fweets. Such friends
are generally found to refemble {fwallows,
who vifit us in the fpring to enjoy the

B ~ approaching
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approaching warmth of the fummer, and
quit us as foon as the winter eommences.
There are few friends who love us equally
with themiclves, and who will prefer our
intereft to their own. Men form thofe
connetions, which are often diftinguithed
by the name of friendfhip, either out of
infereft, for the fake of converfation, and
often merely as companions of favourite
vices., Dally experience convinces us,
that as foon as fortune forfakes us, our
friends turn their backs on us, find no more
pleafure in our converfation, and we be~«
come unworthy of even being a partner
in their vices.

Dionifius the Tyrant, wanting one day
to fpeak with the Prince, his fon, fent to
bim to defire him to come and fup with
him. The young Prince, being feated at
¢1ble when he received the meflage, begged
to be excufed, and affured the meflenger,
shat he would pay his refpects to his father
as foon as he had finithed his fupper, and
accordingly fulfilled his promife on rifing

from the tables
When
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When the Prince approached his father,
the Tyrant afked him, why he did not
_ corne and fup with him ? ¢ Becaufe (faid
the Prince) I had five or fix friends at my
table.”” Dionifius appeared to be furprifed
at his fon’s having {o many friends, and
afked him, if he were fully perfuaded of
their friendfhip ? to which the Prince
replied, that-he had not the Jeatt doubrt of
their fincerity. -

¢ Their friendfhip then (faid the father)
muft be put to the trial, and, tot that
purpofe, order them all to attend you this
night in your own apartment.  Make
them your confidants, and tell them, that
you have affaflinated the Tyrant, and beg
of them to affift you in removing the bady,
and burying it privately, in order that his ’
death may be kept a fecret, till the minds
of the people fhall be prevailed on to place
you on the throne in the room of your
father.  After having thus experienced
their fidelity, come and give me an account
" of it, that you and I may rejoice together
B2 on
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on the ineftimable treafure you have found
in fo many friends.”

The young Prince executed the orders
of the Tyrant, and put the fincerity of
his friends to that delicate proof; but how
greatly was his furprife when he found,
that of all thofe, who, while at fupper, w1th
full glafles in hand, protefted they would
cheerfully die to ferve him, not one now
offered to engage in fo perilous an under-
taking, and each ftole away one after the
other! 7

The Prince acquainted the Tyrant with
the ill fuccefs of his experiment, when his
father wifely faid to him: ¢ My fon,
for the future, take care in whom you
place your confidence. Be aflured, that
there are few men {fo happy in this world,
as, in the courfe of their whole lives,
to find one fincere friend ; and that the
friends of the table, as foon as the repaft
is finifhed, often' fecretly defpife their
bcnefa;&or.”

071,
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JOY 1is generally a proof of the con-
tentment of the heart, and 1s ulually the
companion of a good confcience. Hence
people of a lively difpofition are generally
preferred to thofe of an auftere, dull, and
gloomy caft, whole-four and formal con-
verfation contributes only to infpire wedri-
nefs and di‘guft. :
1 1emcmber, when' I was a child, that
I took notice of people, who I was told
were learned, and who generally appeared
to me of fo melancholy and gloomy a
temper, that they infpired me with a kind
of averfion for ftudy. It is not that I
expect extravagant joy, ‘which is accom-
panied with perpetual peals of laughter,

and which pleafes by chattering like a
parrot, jumping about like a magpie, 'md
doing fuch things as border upon madnc{b;
but I am a friend to that gaiety of difpofi-
tion, which is confined within the bounds
of decency, which fhews us contented

with ourfelves. and others, which {preads
B s a fercne
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a ferene and pleafing air over the coun-
“tenance, and which from time to time
produces thofe little fparks of wit that
occafion moderate laughter, leaving others
an opportunity to make us laugh in their
turn. I cannot endure thofe fevere people,
who, under the veil of gravity, with to
impofe on the world, and who cannot fuffer
any other difcourfes than politics, morality,
or philofophy, without mixing with them
the leaft {entiment of mirth, or any little
piece of hiftory to amufe us.

Joy is an antidote to melancholy and
chagrin, and often gives eafe to the infir-
mities of the body ; it enlivens the {pirits,
and mocks the caprice of fortune ; itcalms
the ftorm of difgrace, makes us fenfible to
the pleafures of life, and contributes to
prolong our exiftence here.

SORROVW.

I F we contemplate the affuirs of this
world with an eye of philofophy, we fhall
find nothing worthy of either our joy or
forrow, The one,however, appears more

reafonable
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reafonable than the other. Joy promotes
the health of the body; but Sorrow con=
fumes mankind as the fire does wax.

Sorrow is the confequence of difgrace,
and that often fprings from the imagina-
tion, which being generally a- falfe repre-
fenter of objets, and our ideas being often
hurried away by felf-love, we are led to
confider our forrows as grievous, when,
in reality, they are founded only n
weaknefs. ~ Since then, every thing which
we fee, pofiefs, love, hate, feek, or fhun,
in this world, is fubject to annihilation,
and fince every thing, which nature has
mafqued under fome form or figure, muft
in the end be reduced to mnothing, why
fHould we make ourfelves wretched at the
lofs of that nothing ?

Men are fometimes driven to defpair on
the lofs of their worldly poffeflions, without™
reflecting, that they brought nothing with
them into the world, and can carry nothing
out of it. Others fhew an immoderate
grief on the lofs of a friend or a parent,
without refleting, that man is nothing

but
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but an earthly walking machine, and
cannot always exift ; but according to
the courle of all earthly beings, muft at
laft return to duft: 1o that thofe who die
only go a few days before thofe they leave
behind them. : :

A third perfon weeps to-day for his
extremeindigence, who perhaps to-mérrow
may be in want of nothing. = A fourth is
ready to burft with grief, on hearing his
reputation wounded by the falfe tongue of
fcandal, and builds his wretchednefs on
empty founds, that were loft in the air,
and could exift only for a few moments.
In fpeaking of Sorrow,-I recollett the
wife manner in which a fage confoled
Queen Arfinoe, and which Plutarch
relates nearly in the following words.

¢“ When Jupiter diftributed among his
infernal {pirits the different offices of his
gloomy empire, Sorrow, who is one of
thofe evil {pirits, came to folicit a place,
but was a little too late, as he-had already
difpofed of the principal places in the
kingdom of the dead. Among the em-

ployments
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ployments - which yet remained to be
diftributed, the mafter of the gods made
his divifion of the Tears, Sighs, Regrets,
and all the fentiments, which the lofs of
a dear friend infpires, and placed Sorrow
at the head of them ; but as neither of
thefe infernal fpirits ever ftay long but
with thofe who receive them kindly, fo
Sorrow never takes up its abode, but
where the Tears, Sighs, and Chagrin, have
made a previous pofleflion.

¢« This difcourfe appeared fo reafonable
to Arfinoe, that from that moment fhe
difmiffed her Sorrow, and endeavoured to
confole herfelf. Thus thofe, who do not
with prematurely to quit this world, muik
banifh frightful forrow from their bofoms,
and meet the calamities of this life with
heroic fortitude, wifely reflecting, that
{ince the fmiles or the frowns of fortune
muft one day have an end. neither of them
ought to give us too much concern.”

CHANCE,
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CHA4NCE.
CHANCE is the prime minifter of

Fortune, and executes whatever that blind
(divinity decrees with refpect to mortals.
It flies as fwift as thought, and comes
as unexpectedly as the thief by night.
It fometimes fuddenly raifes us to honours,
for which we fhould have never prefumed
to hope ; and at other times hurls us,
from the fummit of profperity, into the
gulf of irrecoverable ruin. It fometimes
fiddenly prefents occafions, which ac-
cording to the ufe we make of them,
decide our happinefs or -mifery for the
reft of our lives.

We may venture, to fay, that unlefs we
have the prote&ion of Divine Providence,
which often fo miraculoufly interferes in
our favour, that the life of man is com-
pofed of chance events, which accompany
him from the cradle to the tomb, and
which, like favourable or contrary winds,
fill the fails of good and bad fortune, and
force him forward, according to their

caprice,
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caprice, into the ports of Profperity, or
force him on the rocks of Difgrace, where
he inevitably perithes. Both ancient and
modern hiftory afford us many examples
of the uncertainty of every pofleffion in
this life.

Depreffion of the Mind.
THE Depreffion of the mind, though

natural to fome people, is generally the
confequence of indolence and idlenefs, and
therefore unbecoming in a man. When
we employ ourfelves about fomething that
is ufeful, ‘we have not leifure to give way
to this frange difpofition of the mind,
and when we properly fill up our time,
we fhall always find ourfelves the better
fatisfied with our own conduct. Indolence
ic what nature never defigned for man, but
is an invention of his own to torment
himfelf.—It is an enemy, which the wife
man fhuns, and the fool courts. Animals
are ignorant of it; becaule inflinét never
teaches it; and man only pines in imagi-
pary lapguor, becaufe he has the liberty:

of
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of fo doing, However, terrible as thie
diforder may be, every one has the re-
medy within his own reach; and he who
procures a livelihood by induftry in the
moft humiliating fituation, is preferable
to the monarch, who pafles his wretched
hours in rolling about on the couch of
indolence, and leaves hig duty to be per-
formed by others.
ature applies herfelf to unremitting
labour; ‘and never ftops for a moment,
but is perpetually at work to promote and
fupport her grand and magnificent opera-
tions: while man often {ufters imaginary
evils to deprefs his mind, and gives wa
to indolence, rather than exert himfelf n
fome ufeful and profitable employment,
which would not fail to cure his diforder,
~and make him cheerful and happy
Oreftes often complained of the Wwretched
depreflion and indolence of his mind, and
on a friend once advifing him, gg an in-
fallible remedy, to roufe him(elf from his
lethargy, and apply his time to fome ufe.
ful employment, he replied : ¢ Sipce
: % there

)
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there is no better method of being revenged
on time, which deftroys every thing, I
am determined to let it pafs in doing no-
thing.” ) Such an idea is unworthy of a
human being, and 1 hope will be confi-
dered as fuch by all my readers, whether
young or aged,

ANGER. _
A CERTAIN Philofopher has faid,

¢ Though the rage of anger is but a
{pecies of madnefs of no long duration, it
often leaves behind it, in its efiects, cvils
of a lafting nature.”” It is certain, that
the violent emotion it occafions is ope of
the principal obftacles to the tranquility
of life, and the health of the body, fince
it fiifles the judgment and blinds the rea-
fon. A tew words dropped in a fit of
anger, often make a man miferable all
the refl of his life, fince he may thereby
lofe thofe friends in a few miiutes, whom
be had been many years in -acquiring.
Befides, that it often difcovers the moft
latent {ecrets of the heart, it frequently

‘ (B renders
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renders the paflionate man ridiculous by
the threats he utters, which he cannot
have in his power to put into execution.
How many perions have pafled the reft of
their lives in ufelefs forrow and remorfe
for having f{uffered themfelves, only for a
few moments, to be hurried away by the
violence of their paffion !

The friendthip of a man who gives
way to anger, is an incumbrance to {enfi-
ble people; and his company is a laby-
rinth, into which we more eafily entered,
than we can find our way out of it.  This
is the partition which divides anger from
fury, and the paflionate man and the ma-
niac have equally the fame right to a
houfe of confinement.,

Paffion deprives a man of the ufe of his
fenfes, and fo effectually dazzles his fight,
that he does not fec the danger into
which he is often headlong advar{cing. It
clofes his ears, fo that he cannot hear
reafon, and makes him utter words,
which, while: they can be of no fervice

o
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to him, may be produdive of a lafting

mjurys,

Hiftory tells us of a man at a certain
court, remarkable for the violence of his
pafion, who had the infolence to draw
his fword in the prefence of his king, and
who, after having broken it, threw it at
the feet of his fovereign, fwearing he
would never ufe it more in the fervice of
Tuch a king, It is true, that his fove-
reign fmiled at the extreme folly of his
fubje&t, but he prefently afterwards de-
prived him of all his lucrative and ho.
nourable employments, and fent him to a
loathfome prifon, where he had time to
lament his folly during fourteen years,
when death put”a period to his woes.

The paflionate man every moment
gives an opportunity to thofc who wifh
to injure him; and when a man has con-
ceived a hatred againft another, and the
object of his hatred is violent and paflio-
nate, the ruin of the latter is eafily ac-
complifhed. Of all the feven mortal fins,
that of paflion is the greateft difturber of

Cz2 human



16 JorRAL SKETCHES.

‘human fociety, - and that which affords
the finner mo pleafure. Thus puflion
ferves only to offend God, to ruin the
health, and to deprive us of friends and
fortune,

LYING.

A LYAR i1s the objelt of univerfal
contempt and hatred; for, as a lyar is
diametrically oppofite to good faith, he
muft confequently be a very indignant
creature. His tongue is the trumpet of
falfehood, and his words are witnefles
againft his pretenfions to the title of a
man. He never opens his mouth but to
his own confufion, and all his {peeches
contribute to dilcover his thame, until he
‘becomes as contemptible in the eyes of
honeft men, as he 1s odious to the Supreme
Being.  The hatred and contempt of
mankind are at laft the rewards of the
pains he has taken to fpread falfe reports
among his. friends: The: world, who
generally judge wrong on moft other
occafions, 1s not fo with regard to the

g lyar,
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Tyar, but agree with one voice to cenfure
and defpife his condud, It is in vain that
he employs oaths to make himfelf be-
lieved by “thofe to whom he fpeaks; for
even truth is difcredited when it comes
from his mouth,

The mean and indignant idea of a
lyar cannot be made better appear, than
by putting it in oppofition to that lively
refentment, which every man of honour
feels himfelf obliged to thew when accufed
of a Iye! he prefers death to fuch an
accufation, and freely hazards his life to
wipe off {o foul a fain on his charaéter.
The Roman hiftory furnithes us with
ftriking examples of the attachment thofe
maflers of the world had to truth. We
fhall content ourfelves with relating one
inftance, which will be fufficient to fhew
how great was their cfteem for truth.

"When Auguftus, after the defeat of
Mar¢ Anthony and Cleopatra,  entered
Rome in triumph, among the prifoners
who followed in his train was an Egyptian
prieft, of whom fame faid he' had never

Cj told
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told a lye in his life. ~ So extraordinary
a charalter drew on him the attention of
all the city, and afterwards was rumoured
in the fenate; when that illuftrious body
thought it their duty to do honour to
truth, though found in the perfon of a
flave. They ordered him to be prefented
with his freedom, and, as he was a prieft,
that he fhould be admitted among thofe
whofe bufinefs it was to prepare and make
the facrifices to the Gods. Laftly, to
do honour to the reign of Auguftus, in
which fo fingular a man was difcovered,
they ereéted ftatues to this virtuous
Egyptian, that pofterity might be ac-
quainted with this event,

Having thus mentioned what diftin-
guifhed honours the Romans conferred
on truth, it is but juft that we fhould
give a fhriking proof of the indignation
they thewed to a lye. In the reign of
the Emperor Claudius a man died at
Rome, of whom it was publicly faid,
that he had never fpoken a word of truth
in his life,  The emperor being informed

of
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of this, gave orders, that the dead body
of this notorious lyar fhould be denied
all funeral rites, that his houfe fhould
be razed to the ground, his pofleflions
confifcated, and all his family banifhed
for ever, in order entirely ‘to annihilate
the memory of fo wicked a man,
Hannibal, though he was the greateft
captain of the times in which he lived,
was never able to attract the efteem of
people of honour, who were his contem-
poraries, for having broken his word
whenever he found it to his advantage.
Titus Livius fays, that the praifes we
cannot refufe to his penetration in coun-
cil, to his diligence in executing every
thing neceflary, and to his intrepidity
in battle, were among the number of
thofe accomplifhments, which, in this
inftance, we are obliged to allow to a
wicked man faveured by fortune,

BENEFICENCE,

AN elevated foul feels nothing more
fenfibly, than the pleafure it receives
: in
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in relieving the unfortunate ; whereas
the oppofite principle, that of ‘a mean
and fordid foul, feels itfelf hurt in the
welfare of another.  The noble amki-
tion, which gives to the firft as many
fubjects of pleafure, as there are unfor-
tunate perfons to be relieved, cannot
but be ‘acceptable to God; but the
envy, which the latter conceives at the
profperity of another, is a vice peculiar
to the'infernal {pirit,

We cannot nearer approach to the
grand model of perfection which is pro-
pofed to us, than by employing ourfelves
in doing all the good we can to our
tellow-creatures; for it is by thofe means
we are enabled to refemble, in fome mea-
fure, our Father who is ‘in ‘Heaven,
who, without parual regard, caufes the
fun to fhine alike on all. If the condi-
tion of the rich and powerful be worthy
of envy, it can be only becaufe they
have it in their power to relicve the
wretched, and fupport thofe who are
finking under the load of misfortunes.

Benevolence,
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Benevolence, added to power, is furely
orfe of the greateft gifts Heaven has to
beftow ! ' '

Great and good ations are to the foul
as food is to the body; and the benefi-
cence we fhew to others during this life,
are certain pledges of thofe which God
has promifed in Heaven to the humane
and charitable. Thefe amiable virtues
pafs not unrewarded even in this world,
fince they draw on us the admiration,
refpedt, and love of mankind, and fecure
to our memory the fame honours from
pofterity. ;

I remember to have read part of an
epitaph, which agrees ‘with my prefent
fubject, and is thus exprefled: ¢ What
I have fpent, I have loft; what wealth
I poflefled, I have left to others; but
what I gave is ftill my own.”’ }

It is certain, that the advantages we
derive from the expences of our table
or pleafures, are of no longer duration
than the f{atisfaction they procure, and

that is but momentary. "Death {trips us
; of
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of all our pofleflions, and gives perhaps
to ftrangers all our wealth we enjoyed in
this world ; but our beneficence, which
we extend to thofe who ftand in need of
it, are treafures, which even God lays
up in ftore for us, and which he pro-
mifes to reftore to us an hundred fold,
when all our other pofleflions fhall have
taken wings and fled away. The in-
terefts we derive from our beneficence
in this world, are the prayers and blef-
fings of thofe we have relieved, who
inceflantly offer up their beft withes to
Heaven for our happinefs here and
hereafter. 'The pleafure of good actions
affords us comfort in our paflage through
life, and fupports us in the expiring
moments of our exiftence.

; LAUGHTER,
LAUGHTER is a quality peculiar

to man alone, nature not having endowed
any other creature with the power of
contracting their features into {fuch forms.

Laughter
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Laughter is the enfign of joy, and fre-
quently the trumpet of folly.

To laugh on every occafion, is a proof
that we are agreeably furprifed at the view
of every trifle that prefents itfelf; and
confequently betrays a fimple genius, and
the want of dilcernment. A man, who
laughs much, in the end makes himfelf
ridiculous ; and the woman, who has
this defect, is truely to be pitied ; for,
befides that modefly, which is the real
ornament of their {fex, fuffers much from
it, excefs of laughter disfigures the coun-
tenance, enlarges the mouth, and fivells
the cheeks; fo that, by giving too much
way to this folly, a lovely countenance
may be changed into the mafk of a fool.
It 1s true, that the dimpled fmile is an
additional beauty to a fine face, but it
muft not be accompanied with an un-
natural extenfion of the voice.

It is worthy of remark, that the wifeft
men are feldom great laughers. It fhould
feem, that their modefty will not allow

them an extravagant joy;. and I have
_ known.
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known wife men, who have preferred the
tears of Heraclitus to the laughter of
Democritus. It may not be ami’s “here
to inform the more youthful part of my.
readers, that Heraclitus was a philo/opher
who wept for the follies of mankind, and
that  Democritus was alfo a philofopher,
who on the contrary, laughed at every
thing he faw.

Hiftory produces many inftances, in
which the excefs of laughter has been
carried {o far as to occafion inftant death.
Valerius Maximus makes mention of one
Philemon, who having ordered a bafket
of figs to be brought to him, was highly
diverted on feeing an afs eat them all,
and immediately ordered that thy thould
pour down the animal’s throat fome Wwine,
that the figs might not give him the cholic.
This f{trange caprice threw him into {uch
a fit of laughter as proved his immedjate
death. :

Ceelius Rodeginus fpeaks of a fimilar
fool, named Zeuxis, a famous painter,
who, having painted an old woman in 2

fingular
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fingular pofture, was fo ftruck with the
conceit, that death alone was capable of
putting an end to his laughter. This is
a kind of death as ridiculeus as it is un-
ufual ; for few man laugh on taking leave
of this world : " the greater part take their
farewel with tears in their eyes, and
forrow in their fouls.

BEDUGCATEON.

THE education of a child refembles the
_ culture of plants. Itis afoil, in which =
the infancy of man being fown, produces
good or bad fruits, according to the good
or bad qualities of the earth. The good
grapes we with fo much pleafure guther
in the Autumn, coft us much care and
pains in the {pring. Thus, as the good
or bad conduct of a man depends princi-
pally on his education, a father is obliged,
according to the law of nature, to take
all poflible care, that his child, during
his tender years, may imbibe fentiments of
the love of virtue, and deteftation for vice.
This is very eafily accomplifhed during

D their
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“their infant ftate, which, like wax, re-
ceives every impreflion we with to give it.

Thus, as cuftom is fecond nature, {o
virtue becomes natural to man, and
cannot eafily be abandoned. It is the
fame thing with vice, which, by the
negligence or pernicious indulgence of
parents, having once found a feat in the
heart of a youth, is driven from thence
with great labour and difficulty.

It fhould feem, that the whole duty
of a parent towards his child is to give
him a good education, and to put him,
on his entrance on the commerce of the
world, into the road that leads to fortune.
Having done this, he has fulfilled all
the duties of a parent; but to make
himfelf unhappy in the purfuit of wealth,
to deprive himfelf of the comforts of this
life, and to make it a point of his duty to
leave large pofleflions at his death, 1s a
fpecics of madnefs and folly. The ge-
nerality of children receive more pleafure
and advantage in the poffeflion of what

they
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they have acquired themfelves, than they
do from that which is left them.

Magnificent D R E §5S.

I'T has been obferved in all ages, that
men of the greateft fenfe and abilities
have defpifed magnificent drefles, and
that the pomp of comedians has feldom
fuited their tafte. It iscertain, that true
virtue derives its luftre from itfelf, and
refufes to receive any afliftance from gold
or filver, which arc invented only to
pleafe children, fools, and coxcombs,
who generally judge of mankind by the
quantity of lace, with which their
clothes are covered. ,

The man, who has real merit, ge-
nerally choofes a plain drefs, fince it
gives a luftre to virtue, and defpifes thofe
embroidered and laced articles, which
are much better calculated to cover the
body of a horfe or a mule, than to ferve
asatroublefome load to the human frame.
Neatnefs becomes every one : it 1s ge-
nerally the index of a man who is punctual

¥ » and
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and exa& in all his affairs, in the fame
manner as exceflive expences in coftly
apparel are a mark of great want of fenfe,
and evidently prove, that the wearer has
no other means of attracting attention,
Hence he obtains the admiration of the.
giddy and unthinking, and the contempt
of the wife and prudent,

It has been obferved, that dwarfs,
cripples, and thofe to whom nature has
been deficient in fome part of her gifts,
arc generally the moft given to the parade
of drefs. Their notions are certainly
founded on the abfiirdeft principles ;
for, in withing to diftinguith themfelves
by ornaments, they draw the attention
of every one to thé defes of thejr body,
whereas, were they contented with 2
Plain and decent drefs, thofe defets,
from motives of humanity, might have
been difregarded by the generality of
the world. ~ Some people have, indeed,
made their fortune by the parade of drefs 3
and thefe have been generally thofe who
have fought their fortune in the butterfly

o circles
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circles of kings and princes., Such men,
however, owe more to chanee and their
taylor, than to prudence and good fenfe.
- Laftly, it muft be allowed, that there
are great marks of effeminacyin the excefs
of darefs, and that a too complaifant atten-
tion to the prevailing fathions is the effect
of a ridiculous foftnefs. Cafar, being -
warned by his friends to have a {trict eye
on Marc Antony and Dolabella, who
were forming fome confpiracy againit
him, replied, ¢ I have little diftruft of
thofe people who feed well and decorate
their perfons; I have more fufpicion of
thofe who are pale, meagre, and negligent
of their drefs,”” meaning Brutus and
Caflius, who were never frequenters of
the fhops of lacemen, nor remarkably
devoted to their taylors. The parade of
drefs fhould be confined to actors on the
theatres, and to thofe who have their
fortune to feek only among women,

D3 AMBITION.
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AM-BIT IO N

IT is natural for great fouls to wifh
to procure immortality to their names, in
order that a fomething may remain of
them after their earthly diffolution, to
collect laurels, and to make them the
objects of admiration to pofterity.
Pliny the Younger made this confeflion :
“¢ I confefs, (faid he) that nothing em-
ploys my mind more than the extreme
defire I have of immortalifing my name,
fince fuch appears to me to be a defign
worthy of a man of honour and virtue.
He, who knows his life to be free from
reproach, fears not to have it handed
down to pofterity.”’

Certain 1t 1s, that the defirc of fhining
in hiftory, of handing down our names
to future ages, and to ftrive to acquire
immortality by virtue, isa paffion worthy
of great men. To obtain that happy
end, we find pleafure in pain, we rejoice
under fatigues, defpife dangers, and even
brave death itfelf. It is certain, that

fuch
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fuch a difpofition muft be fomething
more than human, and that the foul of
an hero difplays the cleareft fentiments
of contempt for every thing that does not
tend to immortalife his name.

Virtue ferves as afpur to the ambition
of thefe great Tnen, and hence it is not -
aftonithing, that they wifh for no other
recompence than a lafting remembrance
of their glorious exploits. It is natural
to abhor f{inking into eternal oblivion,
He who dies without having done fome-
thing noble and virtuous, which may pre-
ferve him in the memory of the living, 1s
entirely forgotten as foon as his prefence
is wanting to remind us of him. Men
render their names immortal by illuftri-
ous actions, ferve as models to great men
in future ages, and, befides having their
names refpected by pofterity, they have
the pleafure to forefee, that their own
defcendants will venerate their exiitence,

So powerful was the love of virtue in
the remoteft ages of antiquity, of which
hiftory furnifhes us with many exampl}c:s,

thot



32 MorAL SKETCHES.

that even in thofe days, when not an
idea of the immortality of the foul exifted,
men withed to immortalife their names
by illuftrious a&ions.  This cannot
appear aftonithing; but it is really -fur-
prifing, that any man thould wifh to
preferve his name to poifterity by an
infamous action, like Heroftratus, who
burned the temple of Diana at Ephefus,
in order that his name might not be
forgotten. However, there is a great
difference between the memory of a
virtuous hero, and that of an incendiary
or aflaflin. It is like viewing two dif-
ferent - portraits; the one reprefenting
Marcus Curtius, who was a voluntary
viétim to fave his country, and the
other Nero, who killed his own mother
out of wantonnefs :—the firft infpires
our love and veneration, the other our
horror and contempt.

REASON. )

REASON is 1 proper rectitude of
mind, which, when joined to wifdom,
: ferveg
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ferves to regulate our condut in the
purfuits of this life. - Wifdom confifts in
the knowledge -of divine and human
things; it teaches us a due reverence to
God, and inftructs us in what is ufeful
tor the general good of mankind.
Temperance, juftice, prudence, and
generofity, are the effeCts of wifdom,
but prudence claims the pre-eminence ;
fince, by her affiftance, reafon triumphs
over the paffions, Pleafure and pain
are equally blended with all the other
paflions, for defire precedes pleafure, and -
joy ends it; fear precedes grief, and
forrow comes as its companion. -
Reafon being the compafs by which
men ought to direct their courfe in the
commerce of this world, the wife confult
it in all their actions;, and aré thereby
enabled to triumph over every thing that
oppofes its power, Nature has given ir to
man as a prerogative which places him
above all other animals, that it may
ferve him as a guide to his conduét.
Without reafon, he cannot find the trug
; roa
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‘road to felicity, which is enveloped in
the dark and gloomy clouds every where
Ipread by the follies and vices of this
world. The fool, being ignorant of
the value of reafon, fuffers the vanities
and falfe pleafures of life to lead him
aftray, and thus becomes a prey to his
own naturally bad difpofitions.

The power of reafon is vVery great
when fortified by the knowledge of God,
and by obedience to his laws, It was
reafon that fupported the chaftity of
Jofeph in the fevere hour of trial, and
corrected the boiling impetuofity of
youth. Innumerable arc the inftances
of this fort; but we fhall conclude with
obferving, that there is no patfion which
reafon cannot conquer, when it is lefe
to itfelf to aét freely.

CIVILITY.

CIVILITY is the confequence of a
good education, and the trye mark of a
polite parentage. It has the property
of attracting the good opinion of people

at
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at a little expence, and even brutality
yields to its power. It cofts nothing,
and often precures us the greateft ad-
vantages. It is certain, that civility has
extraordinary effets; for it forces men
to be honeft, makes avarice afhamed of
itfelf, foftens the favage heart, and keeps
the clown at a diftance. Toa great
prince, it is as an invaluable diamond in
his crown; among the nobility, it is
a precious ornament; and among the
vulgar, it i1s a wonder if ever found.
It is a great recommendation to a literary
man, and often procures more honour

thereby than from his literary abiiities.
However, as appearances are often
deceitful, the exceflive civility of a man
is fometimes fufpeéted by the wife ; for
it is not uncommen to meet with that fort
of people, whoload with civilities thofe
whom they mortally hate, Perhaps, the
fureft method is, to meafure the civilities
we receive from others by our own
merits, and to aceept of no more of it
than i due 't0 wus, but to regard
R the
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the reft as raillery, or as a fnare laid
to entrap us. :

FIRMNESS of MIND.

IT 1s from the hand of Firmnefs, con-
fancy, or ftability, call it by which name
you will, that virtue receives her crown
of glory. It ftands immoveable as a
rock, againft which the furious billows
of the ocean vent all their rage in vain,
and is proof againft all the vicifficudes of
this world. Indeed, there is fomething
divine in the virtuoufly-refolute mind ;
tor it is always -the fame, and does not,
camelion like, attract the colours of
every thing that furrounds it.
 Firmnefs reprefents a faint image of
eternity, and is the perfection of all the
virtues, fince without the affitance of
the former, the latter could have no
ftability. Before Firmnefs, all the bad
influences lofe their force; for it teaches
us to fupport the ills of life without
fegarding their weight, It is a fure
pledge of a happy futurity, and is hap-
: ; pinefs
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pinefs in itfelf.. It regrets not the paft,
nor ftands in fear of the future; for it
forefees events that are to happen.
Fortune has no power over it, and the
arrows of chance, whatever they may
be, cannot pierce it. It fears nothing
from the change of times, for it is always
the fame till its final diffolution.
LN S\ T A BLE EBTS

MEANNESS under misfortunes,
and infolence in profperity, are derived
from the fame fource. Axn excefs of
{enfibility in the mind, humbled by the
unexpelted reverfe of fortune, endea-
vours by meannefs to excite compaffion,
being the only power it is capable of
exertiig, with any hopes of fuccefs.
On the other hand, infolent profperity,
~ fupported by felf-love fo natural to man,
prefents to his imagination the ideg of
fuperiority derived from fortune, which
makes him place himfelf in a rank fupe-
riox to the reft of mankind,

E The
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The firft unqueftionably is the mark
of a degenerate foul, though the world
in general confider it as prudence; and
the fecond is a ridiculous folly, though
they may chriften the pride of the fa-
vourite of fortune by the name of 2
noble haughtinefs. No fenfible perfon
can approve either the one or the other;
Aor to change from meannefs to infolence,
or from infolence to meannefs, according
to the different circumftances of life,
mark the flavery of a foul to the paffions
of a corrupt heart,

The noble and generous foul defpifes
being mean in adverfity, as much as it
does infolence in profperity. It feels
nothing from the humiliating thocks of
misfortune, nor is puffed up by the in-
folence of profperity, but always remains
tranquil and compofed in every condition,
being fully perfuaded, that man is but a
thadow, and life but a dream.

ENVY.
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B NI

OF the feven mortal fins, Envy 1is
one, which troubles moft the repofe of
mankind ; and as it has its root in the
excefls of {elf-love, it is no wonder, that
its venomous fruits poifon the repofe of
the generality of mortals. Envyinduced
the arch enemy of mankind to feck the
means of deftroying the felicity of our
firlt parents ; and, probably, from the
moment they eat of the forbidden fruit,
this horrid vice paffed from the Devil
into man, not on'y to deftroy thofe into
whom it firft entered, but to be the rock,
on which millions of men have {plit
when they leaft expected it.
~ When we examine the envious man,
he appears to refemble a demon, better
than any other copy that can be traced
of that original ; and if we can in this
world form any ideas of eternal punifh-
ments, the envious man can, from his
own feelings, give us fome account of
them, So great is his diforder, that the

K3 happinefs
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happinefs of others encreafes it; and, if
he be capable of receiving any comfort,
it can be only from the misfortunes of
his neighbours. peia it

It feems to the envious man, that the
happinefs of ‘another is a robbery com-
mitted on him, and that fortune has been
gilty of a crime in neglecting him. He
1s hungry when he knows that another
man eats, and the cold freezes him in
proportion zs another is warmed. = He is
night and day reftlefs in inventing ob-
ftacles to oppofe the happinefs of others,
and his foul knows no joy but in the
diftruction and ruin of his neighbour.
His two greateft favourites are lieg and
faltchoods, ard he feeds on his own
heart, which he gnaws night and day._
His eyes appear like furies, and his hair
1s compo'ed of ferpents. His mouth is
‘the entrance of the infernal regions, and
his ears the receptacle of falfe echoes.
His hands are the claws of atyger, and
his feet thole of a horfe, which arc per-
petually kicking. His breath is a  de-

vouring
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vouring flame, and his words are cuttin

razors. Lalftly, he is deferted by God,
execrable to men, fand the darling of the
Devil.—My pen ftops thort with horror.

THE SOVEREIGN GOOD. :
THE antient philofophers had dif-

ferent opinions concerning what confti-
tuted the happinefs of man, and what
they commonly called the fovereign good.
Efchines placed it in fleep; Pindar
maintained, that it confifted in health;
Zeno believed, that it was found in the
crown, which they placed on the head
of him, who carried the prize in the
combats; the Corinthians placed it in
gaming ; Epicurus in voluptuoufnefs,
and many others placed it in honours,
riches, and dignities ; but Ariftotle con-
fidered it ‘as confifting of virtue and
wifdom,

It 15, however, clearly evident, that
among the Pagans, who had no know-
ledge of the immortality of the foul,
each naturally placed the fovereign good

E 3 in ,
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in that which moft flattered his ruling
paffion. Since the greater part of the
things of this world have no value in
themfelves, it is the imagination of each
. particular that muft fix their price.

Efchines, for example, was undoubtedly
a'phlegmatic and indolent man: he con-
fequently believed that the fovereign
good confifted in fleep, which his habit
of body made him prefer to every thing
elfe.

Pindar, who feems to have been of
a weak and fickly conftitution, could
hot make ufe of great exertions, and
therefore preferred health to all other
things.

Zeno, undoubtedly the fon of a prize-
fighter, loved manual {ports, and placed
the fovereign good in the fuperior know-
ledge of boxing and wreftling.

The Corinthians, who were a lazy
and worthlefs people, placed all their
felicity in gaming ; witnefs Chilo, one
of the feven wife men of Greece, who,
arriving one day at their city, found

them
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them all engaged in thofe ridiculous
employments. ;

Epicurus, the true friend to good
living and voluptuouinefs, placed his
happinefs in the gratification of the
fenfes. , - :

Ariftotle, who had fome ideas of the
immortality of the foul, placed the fo-
vereign good in virtue and wiidom. It
1s not at all furprizing, that this philo-
fopher fhould have fentiments fo juft ;
for, having fome ideas of a lecond life,
he could not think in the ‘rude manner
of his ignorant cotemporaries. >

It is not a little furprifing, that among
all the philofophers and men of great
genius, which antiquity has produced,
none of them have thought of placing
the fovereign good in indifference, fince,
when it is fincere, it places man in a
ftate of equality, and raifes. him above
every agitation, which the revolutions of
time can give to mortals. Jt fhould
feem that a Pagan, who knows nothing
of the immortality of the foul, and who

: , looks
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looks for nothing beyond tranquillity,
which is the moft pleafing of alt the
vanities of this world, would place the
fovereign good in indifference.

CONFIDENCE.

IT is certain, that we cannot be too
circumfpect in our choice of the perfon
we mean to make our confident, and
entruft with the fecrets of our hearts ;
for, genqally {peaking, we make our-
felves the flaves of thmc, to whom we
open the fecrets of our bofoms. A good
and generous heart, too often and too
calily opens itfelf, which is irequently
taken advantage of by the . artful,
treachercus, and falfe friend.

ThLe temper of mankind is fo incon-
fiftent, that he, who to-day loads us with
carefles, may to-morrow conceive for us
a hatred, which breathes nothing but
our run: fo that the confidence we
have placed in a perfon, whom we con-
fidered as a valuable friend, may one
day, when his {entiments for us change,

forﬂe
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forge thofe words, which we have in-
cautioufly entrufted him with, into arrows
‘that may deeply wound us. The daily
experience this world affords us, admits
10 doubt of the truth of this obfervation.
However great our friendfhip or efteem
may be of any man, prudence directs us
to be very cautious, and to make our
own bofoms only the repofitory of the
latent fecrets of our hearts. ' 'The old
proverb truly fays, ¢ the words of a
wife man lie at the root of his tongue;
but thofe of a fool play on the tip of it.””

BRAV ERLT.

BRAVERY and Liberality are two
qualities, which feldom fail to attralt
the efteem of mortals : the firft difplays
a contempt of life, and the fecond regards
riches with an eye of indifference : two
things, to which men in common thew
the ftrongeft attachment.

However, the excefs of either merits
contempt ; for, whenever we lofe fight
of prudence, the firft becomes temeritya

: and
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and the fecond Prodigality : two vices as
prejudicial to oy happinefs as they are
contempt.ble in the eyes of the wife, -
Temerity prevents 3 man from thinking
of the true value of life, and expofes
him to the dangers of death on the moft
trifling occafions ; while prodigality, not
reflecting on the bitternefs of want, pro-
flitutes itfelf to contempt, infeparable
from poverty., Whep bravery is not
accompanied by the virtues, it places
2 man in an aukward fituation, fince
courage can be difplayed only againft
enemies. When the fword of war is
fheathed, bravery then languithes.
Hiftory is full of the heroic and il.
luftrious actions of great men. Thofe
of the famous Prince de Condé, under
the reign of Lewis the Fourteenth,
merit efteem; byt much more do f
admire the bravery of Viﬁ;ount Turenne,

the other dazzled the eyes of the public
by his rath exploits, Condé was faid to
have an eye on the throne ; but tog

much
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much fire reduced his projects to finoke.
Turenne fupported his charaéter by va-
lour, prudence and generofity. Condé,
- after having braved death in a thoufand
fhapes, at laft died peaceably in his bed
in an advanced age; whereas Turenne,
without ever having rathly expofed his
perfon to danger, was killed by a cannon
ball. The decrees of God are impene-
trable.—Let us always adore them.

A GOO0D HEART,

THERE is no qualification of a
human being more to be prized than that
of a good heart; for befides being a
furce of true felicity to him who poflefles
it, it is a treafure to thofe who come
within the reach of its beneficient and
generous influence.

A good heart feels for the misfortunes
of others, and commiferates all thofe
whom mability prevents him from affift-
ing. He, who poflefles a good heart,
puts the beft face upon little errors, and
is ingenius in concealing the defeéts of

mankipd,
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mankind. He confiders the misfortunes
of his neighbour as a letter of recom-
mendation, and endeavours to perfuade
himfelf, that mifery is a facred thing.
If his eyes be fhut to the weaknefles of
others, his ears are alfo deaf to the
malevolent infinuations of evil minds.
‘His tongue moves only in the praifes
of every one, and he is mute when
~called upon to fupport the maledictions
of others. He endeavours to promote
univerial felicity, and fincerely rejoices
when he has it 1 his power to extend it.
It is with regret he fees differences
among friends, and he {pares neither
time nor pains to bring them to a right
underftanding with each other.. He
endeavours to foften the rage of the
paflionate man, and is ftruck with horror
at the idea of every a&t of revenge.
He knows not what envy is, and wifhes
well to all the world. He comforts the
afflicted, and does not, in any thape, add
to the load of misfortunes. Indeed, a
good heart may be called the perfection

of
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of the virtues,- and the prefage of a
happy eternity.

It is to be lamented, that, in our age,
the gaodnefs of the heart is little in
fathion; but this arifes from the general
corruption of manners, and that vice
now impudently affumes the name of
virtue, and that moft virtues pafs for
a fignal of weaknefs.

LN TR OB ST

INTEREST 1s the principal end
of the greater part of the aftions of
mankind, and all ranks of people are
fubjed to its influence. It 1s the puefuit
of every one, and is the only machine
that puts things in motion. To fuch a
height is its influence raifed in thefe
-days, that among moft mortals it 1s
fuffered to take place of fenfe and reafon,
fince every aétion, which has notintereft
_ for its objet, is confidered as indifcrete
and abfurd. Self - intereft, however,
when it lofes ficht of t uth, reafon, and
jufiice, is a moft pernictous quality,

7 dangereus
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dangerous to the community at large,
and proclaims its poffeffor to be a vicious
perfon,

¢ Intereft (fays an an ingenious French
writer) appears to me. to refemble duft,
which the demon throws into the eyes of
men, in order to make them blind to
juftice, duty, honour, and friendfhip,
It is Intereft that ftifles the natural fep-
timeats of relations for each other, em-
broils man and wife, fows the feeds of
hatred among brothers and fifters, and
extinguifthes friendfhip among friends,

he great make ufe of it as 2 pretence to
commit the moft unjuft actions, and to
the vulgar it ferves as an excufe for
diﬂ'cﬂving the tie of obedience they owe
* to their fovereign. It makes courters
flavith, foldiers rafh, ecclefiaftics hipo-
critical, and merchants deceitful. Thus
itbecomes the mafter of the other paffions,
often fubdues them, and leads them in
tdumph. In public, it affumes the name
of prudence; but privately it ftoops to any
meannefs or injuflice that can promote its

ends.” FORTUNE
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FORTUNE changes the M A N.

¢« HONOURS change our manners,
(fays a noble Roman writer) but not
always for the better,”” It is fo common
a thing in the commerce of this world to
{fee men, who rife to honours and riches,
change their behaviour, temper, ViEWSs
and inclinations, that we are not at all
furprifed at it.

What a folly to forget ourfelves, to be
no more found, merely from having
changed fituation! What injuftice to
neglet old friends on the empty parade
of a new fortune! Itis infact telling all
the world, that he is not deferving of his
fortune; and that the imaginary felicity
of riches is preferable to the real enjoy-
ments of virtue.

We may fay, that the acquifition of 2
fortune is of no fervice to the memory,
fince we frequently obferve, that the
happy man forgets to day the perfon who
yefterday affifted him, . and knows not
even the name of him, who helped him

F a2 n
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in the beginning of his career of fortune.
As gold 15 proved by the fire, fo i3 man
by profperity.  If the former properly
ftands the affay, and the latter preferves
its integrity amidft honours, they may be
then faid to have arrived at g ftate of
perfection. ;

Great God! how miferable is the lot
of man! In profperity, he forgets every
one; and in adverfity, cvery one forgets
him. In profperity he appears to have
loft his fenfes; and when loaded with
misfortunes, he is {aid never to have had
any. Inhis fudden clevation, he becomes
difcontented with all the world ;  and,
when hurled to the bottom of the wheel
of fortune, all the world are difcontented
with him. He who bafks in the {un-thine
of fortune fhould remember, that riches
fometimes take the wing, and {uddenly
fly away from us. Happy is he who
reflects, that old money, old wine, old
. books, and old friends, are objedts worthy
the attention of every man of good fenfe.

’ LIBERALITY,
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LI B ERALETY,
" EVERY one who is in the poffeflion

of wealth, has it in their power to do
much good; but it- does not always
happen, that thofe who have it in their
power, know how properly to ufe it.
It is a fecret referved for noble fouls,
who confider the perfon, the time, and
manner, of properly conferring a favour.
Whereas there are many people who give
difguft by the manner in which they doa
kindnefs, and lofe the merit of it by the
aukward mode of doing it. People who
affet to be generous, never give but with
oftentation ; but true liberality is always
the fame, whether it be in private, or in
the face of the whole world.

There are others, who, confidering
themfelves as under the neceflity of
affuming the charalter of liberality, act
in fo proud and haughty a manner, that
the favours they beftow rather encreafe
the aff'&ion than relieve the neceffities of
thofe who receive them. True liberality

L g is
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ts always performed in fuch a2 manner as
to enhance the value of the gift. - It is
only true and genuine generofity, - that
knows how properly fo to feafon its gifts,
as to render them palatable and pleafing
to all who partake of them.

H O B E.

WE cannot but confider Hope as a
firong mark of the Divine pity ; for, after
the fatal fall of our firft parents, which
entailed upon us all the miferies of this
painful lite, how could we be able to
{fupport them without the hope of a
change ? In true hope, which is the
confolation of the unfortunate, is the only
fupport’ of mortals in this world ; for
that revives the 1noft dejected fpirits, and
whatever evils may befall 2 man, fo long
as hope accompanies him, it will not fail
to fupport him,  Like fome powerful
cordials, of which but 2 few drops ferve
to ftrengthen the heart, however weak it
may be, it has the virtue of encouraging
thole who, amidft the adverfities of this

life,
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life, are in want of courage to perfevere to
the end, of their mortal career. Poverty,
ficknefs, perfecution, and all the otherills
of this life, are foftened by hope.

PLEATTERY

A PHILOSOPHER being one
day afked, which were the moft formidable
animals to men, he replied, ¢ Among
{favages, itis the flanderer; and in do-
meftic life, the flatterer.”” Certain it is,
that the flatterer unites in his character
many infamous vices ; for heisa liar, in
fpeaking thofe things which he does not
believe ; he is deceitful, in {peaking
contrary to his fentiments ; he isa coward,
not daring to fpeak what he thinks ; he is
wicked, becaufe he pours oil on the fire of
the felf-love of another; he is impious, in
praifing the vices of his neighbour; and
he 1s the enemy of thofe he calls his fiiends,
fince by his flattery he encourages them
in their evil courfes,

Flattery is a fweet venom, - with which
the great are poifoned, who are too often

; perfuaded,
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perfuaded, that their vices  are only
imperfe& virtues. It is aftouifhing, that
to fuch a hight has this vice got in courts,
that without flattery, no man can there
hope for any fuccefs. Indeed, felt-love
muft have obtained a powerful dominion
over the heart of man, fince it fuffers us
to receive the incenfe we do not merit,
and makes us like the flatterer, who mocks
our underffanding, by attributing to us
thofe qualities we do not poflefs. Nothing
1s more univerfal ‘than to hear men
exclaim againft flatterers ; but there are
very few people, who quarrel with a man
for telling him too much of his own
merits and underftanding, . In fhort, there
are fome paffions, that will leave us as
we advance in age, but the love of flattery
will purfue us to the grave,

FAMILIARITY,

T O know how to keep familiarity at

a proper diftance from the commerce of
friendthip, is a {cience, to which the world
do not pay the attention it merits, To
thew
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fhew its ineftimable value we need only
remark, that it is to this fcience that
friendfhip is indebted for its duration.
Friendfhip is founded on efteem, and
efteem is a tribute due to merit, but as
every man has his weaknefles, familiarity
foon difcovers them, and imprudently
checks them, without confidering, that
the felf-love of every man is wounded
when we bear hard on his foibles ; and
thus the good harmony between friends

is frequently interrupted. =
Sympathy forms friendfhip, complai-
fance nourithes it, and integrity of heart
preferves it; but excefs of familiarity
often does fo much injury to friendfhip,
as even to diffolve it.* Every man, who
fays, that familiarity is the enfign of
friendthip, is not acquainted with the
delicacy of the latter ; and he, whois
too fond of our familiarity, feldom cares
much about our friendfhip. Familiarity
opens the door to love, but fhuts it againft
friendthip. He who wifhes to make
friendfhip lafting, fhould fo manage that
; delicate
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delicate bufinefs, that exceflive familiarity
thould not be fuffered to appear; for
that mother never fails to introduce her
daughter contempt, who is the fource of
irreconcilable enmity.

INEQUALITY of TEMPER.

A FRIEND of an irregular Temper
is like good provifions badly cooked ;
for his happy moments, being frequently
interrupted by caprice, prevent us from
tranquilly enjoying the pleafures of his
friendfhip,

A manof an unfettled temper never
follows even his own will, and confe-
quently we never can difcover what are
his refolutions, he every moment changing
his opinion. He is incapable of great
affairs, and difagreable even in fmall
concerns. It is with difficulty he finds
friends, and it is impoffible for him to
keep them. An irregular temper is the
mark of a weak judgement, fince it thews
to-day, by marks of indifference, the
regret it feels of being yefterday deceived

in
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in its choice, and that coolnefs, which
~fo clofely follows carefles, is infinitely
more mortifying to a generous mind,
than the firft demonftrations of his
friendfhip gave it pleafure.

An irregular-tempered man is like a
baftard plant, whom nature has not taken
the pains to perfe¢t,  When we happen
to be connefted with a man of this
character, the beft way perhaps would be
to confider him in the I ght of 2 comedian,
who at one time reprefents a king, -and at
another time a baggar; fometimes a
philifopher, and fometimes a harlequin ;
fometimes a lamb, and fometimes a bear.
Iv1s only more pafs-time we can hope to
receive from a man of an unfetled temper,
fince no dependance can be placed on him
as a friend,

RARITIES.

EVERY thing this world produces
is imperfe@, the poffefion of them
diminifhes their value, and even the hope
of acquiring we know not what is often

‘ attended
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attended with infinitely greater anxiety;
than the poficflion of what we have fo
ardently purfued gives us pleafure. The
value we put upon things merely on
account of their difficulty to be cbtained
is abfurd ; for we fhould certainly fix the
price on them only in proportion to their
utility. It is evidently a proof of our
weaknefs, to give the preference to any
thing merely becaufe it is the growth of
a foreign country.  Reafon naturall
diGates to us, that any thing really ufeful
to us, and the product of our own
country, muft be more valuable in itfelf,
with refpect to us, than any ufelefs

commodity imported from the Indies.
Pearls are of little value in the Eaft,
gold at Peru, or odoriferous drugs in
Arabia; but here they are eleemed at
a high price, merely on account of thein
fearcity with us. - However, it is our
own imagination only that enhances their
price ; and, to fpeak the truth, the
Eurokjefms are more foolith {o mLCh to
efteem gold, which is only a yellow earth,
and
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and pearls, which are but a kind of fhell-
fith, than were the Indians, who fo dearly
paid the Dutch for the firft cat they carried
among them, fince that animal was of
more fervice to them in killing their
mice, than all the gold and pearls of
of the Eaft. /

It is true, that gold at this day will
‘do many things, not to fay every thing,
with réfpect to vanity and avarice ; but,
as gold could not drive away mice, fo in
that country a cat was certainly of more
value than gold. 2e

For my own part, I muft confefs, that
I prefer the magpie in his half-mourning
drefs, when he has learned to imitate the
human voice, to the proud peacock, with
all the brilliant plumage of his tail, fince
he utters only difcordant and difagreeable
founds.

Nature has been fo juft in the divifion
of her gifts, that fhe has beftowed on each
country whatever i1s neceffary to fupply
its wants, provided they know how to
be contented with the real neceffaries of

G hte,
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life, without being obliged to vifit foreign
countries.  As all kinds of fuperfluities
are ufelefs, fo things however fcarce, which
ferve only to feed our vanity and encreafe
our luxury, appear to me of no value,
even though they may be brought from
the remoteft regions of the earth,

A plain family joint of Englith beef is
certainly preferable to a turtle, which is
made to pleafe the palate by the addition
of wines and foreign fpices, without the
afliftance of which it would be rejeéted
with contempt.  After all, every one
has his predominant tatte.

NAVIGATION.

OF all the elements, water is perhaps
the leaft to be trufted, fince 3 calm is
often a forerunner of a furious tempett,
and juftly ‘verifies the old proverb, that
danger lurks on the brink of fecurity,
Cato ufed to fay, he repented ‘of three
things : of having fuffered a day to pafs
without doing fome good; of having
entrufted a fecret to an improper perfon ;

and
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and of venturing on the water when he
might have gone by land.

Another Roman . ufed to fay, that a
fhip was the emblem of madnefs, becaufe
it was never a moment in one fituation ;
that the mariner was a fool, becaufe he
changed his opinion with every wind ;
that the water was a fool, becaufe it never
was at reft; and that the wind was a
fool, becaufe it was never fteady to one
point ; to which we may add, that it is
the hight of folly to join in fuch
company.

There 15, indeed, no profeflion more
perilous than that of a feaman, fince his
life is every moment feparated from death
only by a fingle plank. He has often the
four elements to ftruggle with at one
time, and fometimes is burnt alive in the
midft of water. His principal end is to
arrive at land, and yet the fight of that
element, in fome fituations, drives him
to defpair. Though he refls all his hopes
on the winds, yet thofe very winds fre-
quently prove his deftru&tion, Laftly,

’ G2 he
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he feeks riches, and inftead of them
fometimes meets with unhappinefs,
mifery, and even death itfelf.

Notwithftanding all this, navigation is
one of the fineft and moft ufeful fciences
that man ever difcovered; for, befides
the riches it introduces into every coun-
try, it ferves to draw the wonders of the
Creator from the mafs of ignorance, by
the knowledge it has given us of fo
many different regions, nations, religions,
manners, animals, fruits and plants, So
that, every thing confidered, we have
reafon to thank Heaven for having given
birth to men of fo rude a tafte, as con-
tentedly to live on ftockfith and bifcuits,
in order to furnifh others, from the four
quarters of the world, with the delicacies
of the remoteft regions, and every mo-
ment to run the rifk of their lives, to
procure to the luxurious the delicacies
of the table.

GAMING,
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G A4MING.

IT is faid that the Lydians were the
firft inventors of gaming, in order to
amufe themfelves when they could get
no provifions to eat. If that be true,
their lofs of time was not badly em-
ployed; but as daily experience proves
to us the contrary, and that we every
day fee people whom the madnefs of
gaming expofes to famine and death,
we cannot but treat with contempt the
memory of thofe fluggards who firft in-
vented it., Indeed, when we refle@ on
the various misfortunes that gaming
draws on itfelf, it appears to me, that it
would be very difficult to afcertain its
firft inventor; unlefs it be the demon
himfelf, who, by the means of gaming,
encreafed his empire of the robbers of
time and of the purfe.

I perfefily agree with thofe who will
" infift, that an innocent game may fome-
times amufe and relieve the mind, for a
little time, from the moft painful pur-

G 3 fuits
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fuits in the commerce of this world: it
is againft the ufe of it in excefs that
reafon and confcience revolt. Mahomet
very properly forbid his difciples all
games of chance; nor was that Turk
wrong, who laughed at two Chriftians
who were cmm//zg themfelves by playing
for money :—* What a fally! (faid he)
- for two men to take money out of their
pockets, and put it to hazard to which
it belongs!”” At any rate, the character
of a gameﬁer is at all times defpicable,
fince they are principally compofed of
thieves and fharpers.

CRUELCTY.

A SOUL truly generous can never
be cruel, fince cruelty harbours only 1n
the bofom of a mean tyrant. Ferocity
1S repugnant-to human nature, and con-
verts him 1n whom 1t 1s found to a mon-
fter, and a declared enemy of fociety.
A cruel prince is the plague of nations,
and fent by God as a {courge upon
mankind; and perhaps comes to the

{ame
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fame end as do thofe rods which the
tender parent throws into the fire, after

he has ufed them to corret his child.
"All the world wifhes 1ll to a tyrant,
and even thofe who are not under his
yoke pray Aor his ruin: God abhors
him, and his own confcience will be one
day his executioner. As his joy con-
fited in the affli¢tion of others, his ruin
will rejoice his peaple, when divine
juftice fhall deliver them from the gripg

of that Nero. . :
Hiftory is replete with accounts of the
unfortunate end of tyrants, whom a
violent and premature death has hafiened
to the grim regions of Pluto, where
they will be treated with an indulgence
fimilar fo that they have granted to
others, and where the fighs of thofe,
whom they afflited and tormented in
this life, will fan the fire of their tor-
ments. Laftly, every cruel perfon, be
his condiion either exalted or humble,
muft expect punifhment either in this }cl)r
: the
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the other world, and often in both,
fince the fame meafure we make to
others will be again meafured to us.

AViARTEC R,

THERE is hardly a vice more
oppofite to good fenfe than this; for the
avaricious man proftitutes his honour,
his life, and even his foul, merely to
hoard up treafures, from which he de-
rives no other advantage than the pain
of taking care of it, the uneafy fears of
lofing it, and the injuftice he makes ufe
of to encreafe it. The mifer thinks
himfelf mafter of his riches, but does
not perceive that he is the flave to them,
He bears them fo high a refpe&, that
he prefumes only to touch them; he
loves nobody, and nobody loves him,
nor does he even love himfelf. In pro-
portion as he fills his chefts, his poverty
encreafes; fo that, like a fecond Tanta-
lus, while in the arms of opulence he
experiences all the horrors of poverty,

; It
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1t is without doubt the evident effects
of the divine juftice againft this vice,
that the avaricious man condemns hir-
felf not to make ufe of his riches, and is
a prey to the devouring idea, that he muft
leave all his riches to his heirs, whofe moft
ardent wifh is to fee him in his grave.

I remember to have read, that a
certain bifhop was fo avaricious that he
went by night to rob his own horfes of
their oats; and that this prelate, of fo
exemplary a life, was one night feized
by his groom, who, under cover of the
dark, worked hard with a good cudgel
on the fthoulders of his mafter, fuppofing
him to be fome needy thief.

Avarice is a vice, from which even
the demon himfelf is exempt, though its
profeflors contribute greatly to enlarge
his empire. It muft give great pleafure
to the evil {pirit, to {ee how man aban-
dons his God for fo vile a thing as gold,
and difregard his falvation to become a
flave to that yellow earth, which he
muft leave behind him.

DEATH,
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DEATH.

DEATH having been introduced
into the world by Sin, it is not at all
furprifing, that there fhould be fomething
frightful in its appearance, even the very
idea of which makes men tremble. Itfs
effett is an inconteftahle proof of the

unithment of crimes.

Terrible as it may be, it frees us from
all the miferies of this life, and opens to
us the gates of eternity. The death of 2
good man is the completion of his felicity ;
but that of a wicked man is the commen-
cement of his mifery.

When we properly confider the matter,
we find a ftiiking proof of the divine
bounty even in our diffolution. It is the
end of all the evils that accompany this
life, which, were they for ever to endure,
would be far more infupportable than even
death itfelf. When we refle® on the
miferies of old age, and that, after having
feen fixty revolving funs, we generally
begin to be a load to others as well as to

' ourfelves,
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ourfelves. What would that mifery be,
were we doomed to live etermally loaded
with all thofe calamitics, which our firft
parents drew on their unhappy pofterity
by their difobedience ? Certainly it would
be an infupportable punifhment.

Since death is no more than a tribute
we owe to nature, let us pay it without
complaining, but always endeavour to be
upon our-guard. Let us ftudy to have
a confcience pure and clear from reproach,
in order that we miay not be furprifed by
death, and we fhall then know by a happy
experience, that there is nothing fo terrible
in death as is reprefented to uss It is by
death that martyrs have reteived the
crown of glory, in changing this fhort
life, full of adverfity and pain, for am
eternity of incomprehenfible felicities,

ORI RT3 N S Y

T HE laft vanities of men are their
epitaphs, and are often a furer proof of
the pride of the living, than of the virtues
of the dead, Tt fhould feem fiom hencé,

rhot
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that falfity is fo infeparably united to rian,
that it accompanies him even to his tomb,
and triumphs over his athes. The ex-
pence attending monumental eretions is
often only with a view to give credit to
impofition ; and the eulogiums which are
engraved on marble in honour of the
deceafed, are too often only a portrait of
what we would with they had refembled,
rather than a faithful picture of what they
had been. ;

Epitaphs are a gafconade of words, to
which a judicious reader feldom gives any
eredit. If the foul, after it has taken its
flight, be happy, it wants no pompous
epitaphs Lere; and, if be not happy, no
expences whatever on a2 monument will
mend its condition.  Heirs, however,
who, through gratitude or friendthip,
employ certain fums in ornamenting the
tombs - of their relations and frends,
appear more excufable than thofe, who,
during their lives, expend vaft fums in
raifing magnificent maufoleums as repo-
fitories of their dead carcafes, and who

bave
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have the effrontery to'compofe an eulo-
gium on their lives, and thus make
themfelves lars long after they can no
more {peak.

The Diftributions of NATURE,
NATURE i1s fo juft in the'diftribu-

tion of her favours to men, that the, in
fome meafure, rewards all her votaries.
if fhe gives to one man riches and
power, fhe adds to it a reftiefs and un-
bounded ambition ; if another be’ _poor
and unfortunate, fhe gives him patience
and contentment. If the firft with his
riches had the indifference of the latter,
he would certainly be too happy, and if
the latter had the natural inquietude of
the former added to his bad fortune, he
would afluredly have juft room to
o«nplam.

£ we weigh then the fiches of the firft
thh the misfortuncs of the fecond, and
the inquietude of the one with th° con=
tentneut of the other, we fhall certainly

find the balance eveq; for the in-
Hei difference
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difierence of the fecond laughs af the
inquietude of the firft, and his patience
s fo great, that his difgraces have no
effect on him. Should time or accident
happen to change the fortune of both of
them, what a load of misfortuiies would
not the firft experience, if indigence
fhould be affociated with his natural
mquietude ? The only prudent flep we
can’ take, is to make ourfelves eafy and
quiet in whatever fituation Providencé

may have placed us.
HONOUR.

HONOUR refembles the eye, whick
cannot admit of the leaft impurity without
receiving a material alteration.” It is a
precious flone, the leaft defe& in whick
diminithes the price. It is a treafurey
which, when' once unfortunately loft,
ean never be recovered. As falvation is
to the next life, {0 is honour to' this;
the firft eandot be acquired but with
with great care, and the laft cannot be
preferved but with the moft cautious
® delicacy,
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delicacy. The wife confider it as &
refource in every misfortune that may
happen to them; whereas the fool pledges
it every moment upon the moft trifling
purpofes. As a body without a foul is a
corpfe, fo iss a man without honour,
whom all the werld fhuns with averfion
as impure.

Honour is {o entirely united with itfelf,
that it cannot fuffer a diminution in any
of its parts, without hazarding its whole
exiftence. From hence it arifes, that we
never fee what may be called a half-
honeft man ; for, generally fpeaking, he
who is fo unfortunate as to receive a check
on his honour, foon becomes a complete
bankrupt. - Honour and life put to the
balance will prove equally ponderous ;
but as foon as we take honour out of
the fcale, life weighs no more than a
feathcer.

PAT IENGCE,

THE fool confiders patience as the
mark of a weak heart, and generally
. Hgz reprefents



46 MorAaL SkeTCHES,

reprefents it as the refource of a coward s
but the wife confider it as a mark of true
grandeur of foul. It fupports itfelf by
hope, and is a ftranger to defpair, which
is the portion of mean fouls. Patience is
fo great a refource againft all kinds of
misfortunes, that every evil lofes three
parts of its eifects by the proper ufe we
make . of. patience; it combats them
wherever it meets them, and generally
triumphs 2t laft. It honourably refifts
the greateft calamities in life, and foftens
the feverity of our adverfities in fuch a
manner as hardly to {uffer us to feel them.
It is a virtue, which alway carries its
reward along with it; for thofe who
praétife it, never fail to feel its happy
effects. :

The Emperor Marcus Aurelius, fo
remarkable for his temper and patience,
~often faid, that Cafar obtained the Em-
pire by the fword, Auguftus by defcent,
Caligula by his father’s merits, Nero by
tyrany, Titus by the conqueft of Judea’;
but as for himfelf, though of a low ex-

: traction,
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traction, he had obtained it by patience.
Such is the fuperior influence of - this
Vittugy o

However weighty may be our burthens,
they cannot cruth us totally, fo long as
patience lends us its {uppert, and condudts
us by its friendly hand. As every thing
m nature has its contrariety, {o patience
is oppofite to defpair. The Chriftians
confider it as a gift from heaven, and the
ancient” philofophers regarded it as the
laft effort of a firm and generous foul.

Patience is nearly allied to courage,
which cannot fhew itfelf to advantage
without enemies ; in the fame manuer,
this virtue difappears the moment advers
fities abandon us. Patience is a generous
friend, for it never comes near us during
profperity ; but the moment we are likely
to fink under misfortunes, it never fails to
prefent itfelf to us, and to offer us its
afliftance. Laftly, it fupports us to the
end of our career, crowns all our labours,
and ‘conduéts us into thofe paths, which
iead to a happy eternity.

Hig" READING,
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READING.

A LL the employments of mankind
in this world are only amufements, except
thofe to which we are indebted for our
daily bread : all the reftare but pafs-times,
Of all the amufements, there is certainly
no one more agreeable or inftrutive than
that of reading.

Plautus, the Paet and Philofopher, in
the early part of his life, was much given
to the vanities of the waorld, and, owing
to the great vivacity which nature had

iven him, was very irregular in his
conduét. He began his career of life in
the capacity of a foldier, after which he
tempted fortune on the hazardous ocean.
He next learned the trade of a baker, then
became a taylor, next a merchant, and
continued his purfuits in a variety of other
profeffions till he at laft commenced a
philofopher.  Being one day afked, in
which of his profeflions he had found
the moft fatisfaction, he thus replied :
¢¢ There is no condition, of which we

do
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do not with for a change; no poft of
honour without danger, no riches without
labour and inquietude, no profperity fo
permanent as not to have an end, nor
any pleafure fo agreeable as not at laft
to tire us: fo that, if I bhave ever
experienced any peace and tranquility,
it is only fince I have given my'elf to
reading.”’ :

This philofopher was indeed very right
in making thofe juft obfervations; for,
whatever other vanities of this world we
may be engaged in, we only encreafe our
inquietude, our wants, our defires, and
folicitations, After having obtained and
experienced them all, a few moments of
enjoyment are fufficient to difguft us with
them. The principal reafon of all this is,
that we never properly efteem that which
we poflefs, but figh too much after the
enjoyments of others, '

An application to reading delivers us
from all thofe agitations ; for it learns us
to know the vanity of all things, fince the

' dead,
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dead, who tell po falfities, teach and
perfuade us by their experience. The
folidity of their converfation is infinitely
preferable to the flighty vivacity of the
living. If we wifh to know what is
necefiary tor our good, they will inftru¢t
us without hypoerify ; if we have an
mclinatlon to learn the fciences, they will
teach us them without fee ; if we wifh
to learn the maxims of  ftates, they will
explain them without oftentation; if
prudence urges us to learn the principles
of economy, they will voluntarily teach
us; and if we are defirous to acquire
theological knowledge, we may find it in

thofe mafters without pride or parade.
Thefe are the advantages we owe to
reading, by the means of which we are
introduced to the familiarity of the moft
luftrious fages of antiquity.  Befides
thefe, we derive other advantages from
rveading ; and thefe confift in turning our
attention from the frequent and dangerous
commerce with ¢he living, and infenfibly
accuftoming ourfedves to commune with
the
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the dead. From hence we fhall learn,
that though we may acquire immortality
in the facred page of hilftory, our bodies
after death will moulder into afhes, and
that all our knowledge, power, and
grandeur, will terminate with our mortal
lives. '

The Tawo Roads Men purfue in this Life.

THERE are only tso roads to travel in
this world, the one agreeable, and the
other ufeful. The firlt i1s trodden by
thofe men who feck nothing but plea-
fure, and give themfelves up wholly to
the falfe allurements of life. The fecond
is frequented by the wife, who tread
only on firm paths in their journcy
through life.

The paths of pleafure are agreeable
to the view, being bordered on all fides
by trees of fingular beauty, yielding
fruits enchanting to the fight; but, when
we wifh to tafte them, we ind they are
like the apples of Sodom, and full of
nothing but cinders. On- advancing

further,
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further, we obférve fountains, which,
inftead of water, pour out the moft ex-
quifite wines. On each fide of the
path we behold beautiful meadows,
covered with the choiceft flowers,
though their fmell is intoxicating, We
fee charming fields bordered by little
hills, on which we difcover magnificent
palaces, with flagrant groves of oranges
and other choice fruits.

In thefe palaces they do nothing but
laugh and fing. In {fome of them we
fee tables covered with the moft delicious
food; in others, beautiful women, who
receive every paflenger with open arms.
- Here concerts are formed of the moft
enrapturing mufic; there they join in
the lively dance, attended by operas,
plays, and various other entertainments.
In fome places we fee magnificent equi-
pages; in others a kind of fair, where
we fee a thoufand trifles brilliantly
ornamented, but tota]ly ufelefs.

The traveller, his mind being fafci-
nated by the fight of thefe trifles, keeps

fall
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ftill advancing, without recollecting, that
perhaps three parts of his lite has
afled fince he entered this path, when,
all on a fudden, he begins to feel himfelf
fatigued with the length of his journey :
he then finds himfelf obhged to crofs a
frightful defert to gain a little ftraw hut,
at the entrance of which he perceives
an old man of a hideous afpet, meagre,
and worn down to a fkeleton; whoice
¢yes are funk into his head, hi¢ black
hair, terminated with grey, hang in
wild confufion over his fhoulders, and
forms onthe wholeamoft frightul fpectre.
-He atks the name of that place, and
withes to' know who the old man is.
To which the furly old keeper Ireplies,
¢ This is the country of Tears and
Repentance, and my nume is Mifery..
I am placed here by the decrees of
Heaven, to receive and lodge thofe’
travellers who come here over the paths
of Pleafure.”
The poor ftranger, terrified at this

anfwer, afks 'if there be no other place in
that'
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that neighbourhood where he can' repofe
himfelf? <« Ap| (replies Mifery) at
ten paces from hence lives my neighbour
Defpair; but I fincerely tell you, that
of all thofe who have rather chofen to
g0 to him, than te abide with me, not
one has ever returned. It is, therefore,
either with him or me that you muft
fin'th the career of pleafures, i which
you have been engaged.”’

As to the path of Utility, its entrance
is more difficult. We beginitby climbing
craggy mountains, in which we muil
employ all the labour of our youth, be-
fore we can hope to arrive at its moft lofty
fummit. We muft fubmit to encounter
every danger, by afcending the preci-
pices we meet with on the way, without
_meeting with any other companions than
Labour and Pain, who encourage his
purfuits by the advantages and charms
of Utility, receiving at the fame time
fome affiftance from Hope, who perfuades
him, that the remainder of his journey
will be. thort. - His own defires keep

pace
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' pace with the fincerity of Hope, and
thus fortified by the charms of thofe
flattering promifes, he regularly advances
to the height of this frightful mountam,
on which he fees, though at fome diftance,
a palace of enchanting ftruture, and moft
enrapturing fituation.

He firft enquires after the name and
mafter of this beautiful edifice, when he
1s told, that the firft is called Convenience,
and the fecond Repofe. He haftens his
pace;, and rejoices infinitely at this informa-
tion, hoping there to refrefh and repofe
Limfelf after all his toils ‘and fatigues.
"The mafter of the palace then affigns him
an aparttnent agreeable to his withes, and
Hope tells him, ¢ Here end all your
fmoues and labours; here you mfly
repoie in quiet for the remainder of your
dqys. ¥

The poor traveller perceives an ex-
traordinary joy glowing in his bofom, and
foon begins to form projects in his mind
of mqkmg himfelf mafter of the whole
palace. Ke fets bis head to work, begins

i F to
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to be unealy, and cannot be contented
with the fweet apartment he poffefles in
this pleafing abode. =~ Amidft thefe agita-
tions of his mind, Death fuddenly appears,
who, with a terrible vifage, makes a fign
to him with his finger to follow him.
He endeavours to oppofe his commands,
complaining Dbitterly of the cruelty of
being fo foon obliged to quit his repofe,
which had coft him fo much labour and
pain to acquire ; but Death, always in-
¢xorable, feizes him without pity, and
Kurls him into a pit of fix feet deep,
where, covered with earth, he becomes
the prey of worms, and has no further
recompence for his paft labours, than a
few words engraved on marble, which
inform pofterity, that fuch a man had
lived according to the rules of prudence.—
Vanity of vanities ; all things are vanity!
I cannot, however, quit this fubje&
without obferving, that though the moft
prudent corduct, as well as the moft
flighty and futile, muft at laft come to an
end, vet my youthful readers cannot but
obferve
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obferve, from what has been here alle-
gorically mentioned, that the path of
Pleafure leads to Mifery and Defpair, and
that the path of Utility is terminated by
the enjoyment of Convenience and Repofe.
If we do not make a proper ufe of the
latter, the fault refts only with ourfelves.

PRESUMPTION.

THE high opinion a man has of
himfelf is generally the effect of his little
difcernment, which has*not fufficient extent
to comprehend the merit of anothers
his vanity being emplogied only in con-
templating himfelf, he has not leifure to
obferve what is brilliant in others. His
felf-love, which ferves him as a mirrour,
every moment prefents to him fuch un-
tivalled accomplifhments in himfelf, that
his imagination can find nothing in the
yeft of mankind, that can enter into com-
parifon with his wonderful talents.

When Alexander the Great was on his
dedth-bed, his courtiers befought him to
fiame his fucceffor; but that proud

12 monarch,
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monarch, evidently confidering no perfon
as worthy to fucceed him, nominated
neither his brother Arideus, nor his fons,
nor the infant, of which his wife Roxana
was then with child, but anfwered, that
hLe left the empire to him who fhould be
moft worthy of it ; well knowing, that
the words, zhe mo/t avorthy would prove
an apple of contention among the great,
and that felf-vanity would not fail to
perfwade each of his captains, that he
himfelf was fuperior to the reft.
Alexander was not deceived in his
conjefture ;- for, after.his death, that
vaft empire was torn in pieces, divided
- among the great, and was never after-
wards reunited under one chief, as
Alexander ‘had wifhed it.

We may conclude with faying, that
Pirefumption is the daughter of Pride,
and her mother the objet of univerfal
hatred, even though fhe were accom-
panied with fome merit.  As vanity
produces a contempt for others, fo the

vain
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vain man cannot obtain the efteem of
others. The vanity of afool conftitutes
a juit claim to a madhoufe.

The falfe Glare of a €.

NOTHING more perfeitly fhews
the equality of mankind than death : 1t
makes a prey of the rich as well as poor,
and the monarch and the private man
are frequently carried off by the fame
kind of diforder. This {ufliciently
proves, that the greateft monarchs are
compofed of no better materials than the
meanelt of their fubjeéts, and that their
crown, with all its brilliancy, and their
{ceptre with all its power, wiil have no
influence with the grim king of terrors,
Death.

No fooner has the foul quitted its
prifon, than we conceive a horror and
averfion to the body, to which, but a
few moments before, we offered fo much
incenfe, and to which we paid a refpect
approaching almoft to adoration. Mao-
narchs are born to labour and pain as

53 well
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well as the reft of men. If we clofely
examine the falfe brilliancy of their fes
licity, we fhall eafily perceive, that it is
not proportioned to the cares and fatigues
infeparable from a {ceptre, without
fpeaking of the continual rifques and
dangers, to which they are expofed, as
well in times of peace as war. Even
their power has bounds preferibed to it
by 'a fuperior erder, the voice of the
people, whom they muft not prefume to
oppofe.  Befides, pleafures become in-
fipid by being too familiar to them ; and
the fear and homage, with which men
approach them, 1s an infurmountable
obftacle to every connection of friendfhip.
Good God, if private individuals could
but cure themfelves of ambition and
avarice, thofe mighty princes would foon
be induced to envy the happinefs of their
fubjeéts ! ‘
- As to their riches, if they employ
them. as they ought, they would be
fenfible, that they belong to the public,
and not to themfelves; and, if they
employ
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employ them badly, they will one day
have a terrible account to feitle with the
great Judge. Their actions are cen-
fured and criticifed by all the world, and
there is not even the humbleft beggar,
who does not think he has a right to
enquire into their conduct. Let us pray
to God for the prefervation of the good,
and the converfion of the wicked, fuch
being the duty of a Chriftian.

TALKATIVENESS.

IT has been obferved, that he wha
talks much, talksa great deal of nonfenle,
and therefore merits not the name of a
wife man, fince he deprives cvery one
in company of the ufe of their tongues.
He often ftuns his auditors with his
‘yociferous harangues, and at the fame
time deprives himfelf of the power of
thinking and properly digefting what he
would fay. = If he gives not himfelf
leifure to digeft his thoughts, fo neither
does he pay any regard to the choice of
his words, but: utters every thing crud;

an
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and undigefted.  No wonder, if anm
harangue fupported in this manner prove
tedious and difgufting to all who hear it.
He fays every thing he believes, every
thing he withes, every thing he knows,
and 1in order to furnifh matter for the
volubility of his tongue, he often {ays
many things, of which he is totally
ignorant. He interlards his {fpeech with
fo many ufelefs, obfervations, that the
thread of his difcourfe is frequently loft;
and he 1s not fenfible of his error, till
he at laft finds himfelf left:alone, one
moving off afier another, ;

LAWS

LAWS were made by people of
property and virtue, and afterwards
accepted of by the pecple for the ad-
vantage of individuals. Prometheus was
legiflator of the Egyptians, Mofes of the
Jews, Solon of the Athenians, Licurgus
of the Lacedemonians, and Numa
Pompilius of the Romans. Before thofe
times men had no other laws than thofe

- of
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of nature, and the cuftoms introduced by
their anceflors. ,

-The intention of the legiflators was to
weaken vice by the laws, and to give
force and energy to juftice.. Thefe
intentions are no lefs laudable, than their
effets are ufeful to the people, when the
laws are executed with punétuality, and
when neither the negligence of the
fovereign, nor the corruption of the
magiftrate, does not weaken them by
injuftice.

The Greeks boafted of being a country
of legiflators, the Romans made it their
glory, that the laws were no where fo
punctually obferved as among them; and
the boaftings of the latter were perhaps
better founded than thofe of the firft;
for, of what confequence are laws, if
they are not obferved ? It is very true,
that the Romans demanded of the
Athenians the laws which Solon had
formerly made, to extract from them
what fuited their purpofe ; but it is no
lefs certain, that the Romans improved

on
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on thofe laws by an exat and rigourous
obfervation of them.

I remember to have read in an old
book, written by an Italian, * a very
fingular matter relative to the laws of
Athens, of which the Romans afked for
acopy; and as I know of mo other
author who has fpoken of it but him,
1 fhall lay it before my readers as a
curiofity.

He fays, that the Roman ambaffadors
being arrived at Athens, and having
explained the fubjeét of their deputation,
the grand council affembled to deliberate
whether they fhould agree with the
requeft.  After having examined the
propofition, the judges refolved to fend
to Rome a wife and fenfible man, to
know whether the Romans were by theit
wifdom worthy of receiving the laws,
which Solon had given to the people of

' ' Greece ;

* Spechio delle Scienze, par M. Lo

Fioravanti.
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Greece; but, if the ambaffador found
them rude and ignorant, he was to bring
them back, without communicating them
to the Romans. .

This refolution of the grand council of
Athens could not be fo concealed, but
that the Romans got knowledge of its
"The fenate found themfelves very much
embarraflfed, as at that time Rome was
not provided with philofophers capable of
arguing with one of the wife men of
Greece. The matter therefore to be
confidered, was by what means they
fhould get over this difficulty. The
{enate could think of no bétter method
than to oppofe a madman to the Greek
philofopher ; and with this view, that
if the madman thould happen by chance
to prevail, the hononr of Rome would be
fo much the more glorious, as a mad
Roman would in that cafe confound a
Grecian philofopher § and, if the latter
thould triumph, Athens could derive but
little honour in boafting of having clofed
the mouth of a madman at Rome. =

4 0e
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- The Athenian ambaflador being arrived
at Rome, he was led immediately to the
sapitol, and introdced into an apartment
richly furnithed, where was feated, in
an elbow chair, a madman drefled in the
habit of a fenator, whom they had
expreflly ordered not to fpeak a word.
At the fame time, the Grecian philofopher
was told, that the.fenator wuas very
learned, but that he was a man of fewy
words. ' *

The Athenian was then introduced;
and, without fpeaking a word, lifted up
one finger of his hand. The madman,
fuppofing this was a threatning fignal to
pull out one of his eyes, and remembering
that he was ordered not to fpeak, lifted
up three of his fingers, withing to fignify
thereby, that if the Grecian fhould put
out one of his eyes, he would put out
both his, and ftrangle him with the third
finger. The philofopher, in hfting up
one of his fingers, wifhed to be anderftood,
that there was but one fupreme Being,
who direCted every thing ; and believed,

that
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- that the three fingers the madman had
lifted up implied, that with God the paft,
prefent, ‘and future, were the fame thing,
and from thence concluded that he, who
in fact was only a madman, was a great
philofopher. :

The Grecian fage then held his hand
opened to the innocent man, nieaning
thereby, that nothing is concealed from
God ; but the madman, fuppofing this
to be a fign that he meant to give him a
flap on the face, clinched his fift faft, and
fhook it at the philofopher; withing him
thereby to underftand, that, if he executed
his threats, he would meet with a refolute
oppofition. The Greck, being already
prepoffeficd in favour of the madman,
conceived the meaning in a very different
light, and concluded in himfelf, that the
Romans meant, by a clinched fift, that
God comprifes all the univerfe in his
hand.  Judging from thence of the
profound wifdom of the Romans, he
granted them without any further enquiry;

K

the
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the laws of. Solon, according to their
requett.

On the whole; laws are fo neceflary,
and of fo much confequence for the
prefervation of the people, that without
them every thing would fall into a dread-
ful confufion.

FEASTS

THERE is more oftentation and
parade in great feafts than fatisfaction.
A great number of foups and ragouts,
which fthould be eaten hot, as well as
fauces, are almoft cold before they reach
the table ; many unknown faces, and
fome of them often difagreable, crowded
{fo together as frequently not to give
liberty to the arms to aét; the inat-
tention of fervants, who, having too much’
to do, cannot ferve every one, befides
the whole hours this pompous mode of
eating occupies— certainly all thefe in-
conveniencies cannot be agreeable to a
wife man, who wifhies to be at eafe.

i Befides
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Befides this, all the healths which are
given, and which you muft drink, though
thofe perfons may be as indifferent to you
4s the Great Mogul, ferve only to drown
the ftomach, and to deftroy all the powers
of digeftion. ~Add to all thefe, the great
obligation you are under to the man,
who furnifhes you with all thefe elegant
conveniencies.  Surely there can be
nothing of this kind agreeable to people,
who love peaceful and tranquil pleafuress

Experience tells :us, that the true
pleafures of the table confift in the good
company of five or fix friends, a few
difhes well cooked, and ferved up hot.
If any thing more be wanting, it can be
only a little cheerful wine, and the
liberty of drinking no more than we likes

A COUNITRY, LIHE,

OF all the fituations in which a man
may find himfelf in this world, the
country life is perhaps the fweeteft and
noft agreeable. He who is born 2a
gentleman, quietly enjoys the pofleffions

K 2 of
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of his anceftors, and lives in the country,
is generally void of ambition, and con-
fequently is not tormented by the vain
defires ‘of changing his condition, nor
deceived by the falfe hopes of titles and
dignities,

He confines his purfuits to the im-
provement of his lands, and, when the
year proves favourable, he collefts the
rewards of his cares, which is more
agreeable to him than the greateft re.
venue arifing from any public place he
might enjoy, which every moment ex-
pafes him to envy, and threatens him
with a dreadful fall, " or at leaft with
fome fatal reverle of fortune.

He enjoys his little revenue in peace
and tranquility, ‘and his employments
are nothing more than ap agreeable
amulement.  He truly poflefles the
pleafures of life; for every feafon of the
vear {fupplies him with bufinefs, profit,
or paftme. He fees’ no countenance
that difpleafes him, and he is free from
the neceflity of flattering or regaling the
proud, who are often unworthy of even

the
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the moft homely accommodation. He
pays no.court in the morning but to
his fields, and his family fuppiies the
place of aflemblies at night. Hunting
ferve him for a diverfion, and fifhing for
a pt'oﬁtab’xe amufement. Age approaches
him by pleafing and gentle {teps, and his
life clofes in peace and tranquility,

JELI DI LN a5

THE generality of men are fo blind
to themlelves, as to treat with the
greateft indifference, and the moft trifling
management, two important maticrs, to
which they ought to pay their whole
attention, and thofe are their falvation
and health. The value of the fir{
comprehends a happy or miferable eter-
nity, and the fecond a life free from pain -
and gricf; for, without health, there can

e no felicity.

The grandeurs, riches, and honours
of this world, become taftelefs and ifipid
to the man who is deprived of the rich
treafures of health, Nothing can afford

Kiz diverfion
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diverfion to a fick man, and nothing can
confole him who labours under excru-

cizing pain. Every thing taftes difagree- -

able to a difordered palate, and the
valetudinarian cannot rebfth even the
choiceft food. -
When we confider the manner n
- which the generallity of mankind live,
we are led to conclude, that they take
a great deal of pains to make themfelves
Ul.  They eat without being hungry,
they drink without being dry, pafs whole
nights without fleeping, hover over the
fire when they are net cold, and do
every thing they can to deprive them-
felves of the ineftimable bleflings of
health.
_ After having paffed the prime of their
days in this irregular manner, age rapidly
advances, agcompanied with its ufual
infirmities, which are encreafed by the
imprudent condu@ of their youthful
days. It isin this latter feafon of life,
that pain and grief begin, too late, to
make them fenfible of their paft eirors.
: ; ' They
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They then in vain lament the irregular
conduét that has produced thefe evils,
and we cannot help pitying their folly
in having taken fo little care of their
health, which would, in fome meafure,
have contributed to foften the calamities
of old age. Though young people daily
fee proofs of this nature in perfons ad-
vanced in age, yet, notwithftanding thefe
living examples, the mind is {0 blinded
by the pafions, that they pay not the
léaft regard to them. Oh! %ow impru-
dent is our youth! how grievous our
old age!

OLD AGE.

EVERY one wifhes to reach a good
old age, but few perfons wilh to be
thought old. The love of the vanities
of this world, and the fears of deathy,
are the caufe of the firft; and the im-
perfeftions which accompany age, .ah
render men a load to themfelves and
others, are the reafons for the fecond.
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If we' properly confider the fubjedt,
we  fhall  readily conclude, that an
honourable old age is the crown of a
virtuous life, and that the white locks of
an old man, free from reproach, are the
laurels with which time has crowned
him, and is an homage paid to his
virtues.  Every old man, who leads a
life agreeable to his age, merits refpect,
and the number of his years ought to be
confidered as fo many fteps he has rifen
above the follies of youth.

It fometimes however happens, that
vice, though it generally quits us with
age, ftill lurks in the heart of the old
man, and. gains fufficient influence to
rekindle his paffions,  We muft not then
be aftonithed, if fuch an old age, fepa-
rated from virtue, becomes the obje&t of
univerfal comtempt.

VFAIN- GLORY

VAIN-Glory is a branch of pride,
and a fin fo odious in the eyes of God,
that Lucifer and his millions of angelg

for
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for having been guilty of it, were 1m-
mediately punithed, “and precipitated
into the bottomlefs pit. How many
unhappy effects does vain-glory produce!
It often prevents us from doing all the
good we might, and frequently leads
us to do that we ought to have fhunned.
We read in the Roman Hiftory, that
the Conful Manilius one day atked Caefar,
what conduct he thought the moft proper
to acquire true glory. ¢ Ie is (replied
he) to pardon injuries eafily, and largely
to recompence thofe who ufe us well,”
Thefe were the fentiments of a Chriftian
in the heart of a Pagan, which ought to
make us afhamed of ourfelves, fince,
notwithftanding we profefs Chriftianity,
we commit worfe actions than a Pagan.
How many people do we not daily {ee,
who are totally averfe to forgiving an
injury, equally through a motive of vain
glory, as the fear of being confidered
as a poltroon ? How many others, to
make an oftentation of their bravery,
have entirely ftifled the virtue of charity

el
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fo much recommended by the evangelifts?
How many do we not conftantly meet
with, who, through a principle of vain-
glory, have affeéted to follow all the
vices of the age, though their inclinations
Were not naturally inclined that way P
How many alfo boaft of having committed
infamous actions, in order to pleafe thofe
with whom they were converfing ?

We hardly ever meet with thofe men,
who make it their glory to relate the
virtuous aions they have performed.
Such is the extreme corruption of the
age in which we live, and fo incompre-
henfible is the folly of men, which carries
them fo far as to think, that they fhould
fall fhort in the number of their crimes,
if they did not make 2 glory of thofe
they have already committed.

FIDELTTY,
A FAITHFUL friend is the te.

poittory of our fecrets, and is like a

precious ftone which has no fpots, and

which is not to be purchafed but by
R : returns -
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returns of the fame nature.—~Happy he
who finds fuch a friend; for to him he
can entruft his moft fecret thoughts, and
in him find a confolation at all times.
Diodorus the Sicilian fays, that among
“the Egyptians it was a criminal matter
to difcover a fecret with which they were
entrufted ; and one of their priefts, being
convicted of this offence, was banifhed
his country. Certainly nothing-can be
more juft, than that a fecret entrufted to
a friend, under the fanétion of good faith
and fecrecy, fhould be ¢onfidered as a
facred thing, and that to divulge it
under any pretence whatever, is a pro-
fanation of the moft facred duties.
Plutarch remarks, that the Athenians,
being at war with Philip, King of Ma-
cedon, one day intercepted a letter,
which he had. svritten to Olympia his
wife. Theyfentitback to him unopened,
that they might not be obliged to read it
in public, faying that their laws forbid
them to betray a fecret, )
The
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The infidelity of a friend is certainly
repugnant to nature itfelf; and that to
betray a fecret entrufted to us is truly
deteftable. A man who entrufts his
fecrets to another is like him, who
furrenders his arms, and declares himfelf
a flave ; bwt how great would be the
infamy of him, to whom we have fur-
rendered them, were he to turn thofe
very arms agairdt us, and aflaffinate us
in that defencelefs ftate! Thus fidelity
" is the greateft treafure a man can find,
and the fecret entrufted to him the higheft
mark of fincere friendfhip.

SINGUL ARIT T

‘A MAN of fingularity is a very
difagreeable charaéter, fince he pleafes
nobody, and is every moment drawing
on himfelf enemies almoft without his
petceiving it.  Singularity is the con-
fequence of a concealed prefumption,
which feeks to make itfelf admired
by fentiments and manners totally
coatrary to ‘the notions of ethers, and

to
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to appear brilliant by an extraordi-
nary tafte for things, ‘The man who is
of this ftamp, difcovers no wit in “what
other people fay, nor fees any 'thing
pleafing in what others delight. He
endeavours to raife_himfelf above human
nature by opinions centrary to all the reft
of the wotld, and thereby falls into
univerfal hatred and contempt.
There feems to-be an antipathy be-
tween the fingular man and all the reft of
the world ; for every perfon of good
fen'e and found judgement cautioufly thun
him. He efteems nothing but what he
poifefles, or what comes from himfelf,
and finds neither worth nor merit in what
others poflefs, or in any-“thing they de.
He is .a true copy of Momus, for he
has fomething to fay againft cvery one.
Nature feems to have formed fuch a man
for folitude, for he is of no value in the
commerce of human'nature. He, who
cannot accommodate himfelf to the hu-
mour of others, will neverbe eftcemed
nor loved.
L - FALSE

o
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VoA L -SE " ERALEES

'THE habit of praifing every thing
‘we fee, and every thing we hear, is a
mark of a week judgement, or the fign
of a falfe heart, He who applauds every
thing, wifhes to pleafe all the world, not
reflecting at the fame time, that he who
praifes only with a view to make his court
to others, {uffers his judgement to become
a dupe to his complaifance.

It is truly the character of a coxcomb
to admire every thing he fees or hears;
and there 1s but little jatisfaltion in being
worfhipped by any one, who erects altars

_to all forts of idols. Such a man con-
ftantly expofes himf{elf to be repaid with
ingratitude, fiuce no one pays any regard

to fuch affected compliifance. By fuch
a condué, lie leads every one to fuppole,
that he finds beauty in deformity, wit in

“nonfenfe, wifdom in ignorance, bravery
in cowardice, modefty in impudence,
prudence in avaricc2 g;ncroﬁty iq pro-
c‘.igality, and virtue 1n vice, He himfelf

muft
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muit be convinced, that he wants either
judgement or probity.

WP H B ESC SeO TR R
PHILOSOPHY is the mother of

the fciences, and difpofes men to accom-
modate themfelves to every condition of
human life, for it is by the affiftance of
Philofophy that we arrive at the know-
ledge of every thing. True Philofophy
is known by the contempt it teaches for"
all terreftrial things, and by not fubmitting
its {pirit to the cares and anxieties, which '
accompany the vanities of this world.
The true” Philofopher knows lefs
of the malice of this world, than of
the courfe of the ftars; and finds more
pleafure and advantage in not knowing
evil, than in comprehending the ebbmo
and flowing of the fea. The Ph1lofopnex
Anacharfis; one day, among other things,
thus wrote to Creefus : ¢“ Know, Creefus,
that the Athenian academy does not teach
us to command, but to be commanded
and to obey ; not to fay much, but rather
L 2 to
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to learn to be-filent; not to revenge,
but rather to pardon; not covet the
poficflions of others, but to give part of
our own to the needy; not to feek after
honours; but to cultivate virtue; and
not to be eager in the purfuit of much,
but to be contented with a little.” '

In this only confifts true Philolophy';
all the reft is but bafe coin and tinfel,

The firft Philofopher, of whom we
have any celebrated account; was Thales,
who, on account of his virtues and great
merit, was placed at the head of the {feven
wife men of Greece, though he was not
by birth a Grecian, being originally of
Miletes in Afia. It is faid, that he was
the firft who acknowledged the immorta-
lity of the foul, who invented aftronomy, -
difcovered the caufe of ec iples, &c.
Since his time, there have appeared a
number of philofophers, who much more
merit the epithet of Buffoons of Parnaffiss,
than of being confidered as its orna-
ments. So dangerous it is to affedt
great charalters,

Among
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Among the philofophers, who made
the moft {plendid figure after Thales,
were the five following.

Pythagoras was the chief of that feét,
which, after his name, were. called
Pythagoreans, -~ whofe difciples were
obliged to obferve a profound filence of
five yeais, before they could be admitted
as a proficient in that fect. It has with
propriety been * doubted, whether zny
~ Frenchman could ever be one of this
fraternity.

The tecond was Plato, furnamed the
divine, the chief of the Academicians,
fo named from the place where he
taught being called the Academy. He
lived to the age of eizhty-one years,
which 15, in fome meafure, attributed to:
the moderation his philofophy taught.

The third was Ariftotle, the chief of
the Perivatetic . He was a difciple of
Plato, and ‘zught as he walked.

. The fourth was Zeno. He taught

in a place called Stoa, and from thence
the fect was called Stoies. Among all:

: Lj the
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the Pagan philofophers, his morals were
the moft pure, and approached the neareft
to thofe of Chriftianity. He taught his
pupils to be regardlefs of grief, to pay
no attention to the {ufferings of the
body, to treat riches with contempt, and
to beftow all their time in the purfuit of
wifdom and virtue. St. Paul, before his
converfion to Chriftianity, was of this
fect.

The fifth was Epicurus, who was fa'd
to allow of every kind of enjoyment and
voluptuoufnefs ; though there are others,
who reprefent his doctrines in a different
light.  After all, the trueft philofophy
is properly to know ourfelves, and to
live in fuch a manner in this world as
may fecure us a happy cternity.

THINK before you ACYT.

THE little refle¢tion men make before
they undertake any thing, is the natural
confequence of their fo often repenting
of what they have done. A precipitare
refolution 1s frequently the forerunner

of
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of an unfortunate finith. If a man, in
order to make a public difcourfe, employs
fometimes- whole days in compofing 1t,
‘with how much more reafon ought he to
take a long time to confider, when he 1s to
determine on a matter, on which his
honour, repofe, and fortune, may mate-
rially depend !

Demetrius, the fon of the great
Antigonus, one day replied to Patrocles
his general, who exprefled his impatience
to give the enemy battle, ¢ Remember,
Petrocles, that it is of little ufe to reflect
on a mifcarriage, which an imprudent
hafte may occafion; we ought firft ma-~
turely to confider the matter, and then
conclude with judgement.”” Suetonius
faid, that Auguftus was a long time in
forming his friendfhip, but having once
contracted them, he was firm and un-
thaken. Plutarch, in his life of Perto-
rius, pays him great compliments ;
faying, that he was very flow 'to deter-
mine, but-afterwards very firm in his
refolutions.  Such a character is worth%

0
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of a great man; for whatéver may be
faid of certain occafions, in which a
fudden refolytion may be - bet, and
where the leaft delay would be dange-
xous, yet, if precipitation mn deficn, and
flownefs in execution, fometimes produce
happy events, it may bé compired to a
lottery, in which there are an hundred
blanks to one prize. Every thing in
nature  advances flowly, and is long
arriving at maturity. :

KA BT UL,
VIRTUE s the. daughter of

Heaven ; happy thofe who cultivate it
from their infancy; they pafs their
youth in ferenity, their manhood in
tranquillity, and their old are without
remorle. There is noth ng in this world
fit to be compared with ie; all its wifhes
and defires tend to celeftial en oyments,
which are Hot liable to change. The
virtuous  man looks back on his paft
conduét without resret, becaufe his time
has been well employed;  and has no

apprehenfions
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apprehenfions for the future, becaufe his
fate cannot but be happy. His mind is
the feat of cheerfulne’s, and his actions
are-the foundations of felicity; he is rich
amidft poverty, and no one can deprive
him of what he poffefles; he is all per-
fection, for his life is fpotlefs; and he
has nothing to with for, fince he pofiefles.
every thing. Alexander was celebrated
for his courage, Ptolomy for his learning,
"Trajan for his love of truth, Antoninus
for his picty, Conftantius for his tem-
perance, Scipio for his continence, and
“Theodofius for his humility. O glorious
virtue, which, in fome way or other,
rewards all its admirers, and without
whom there can be no real happinefs !

L BB BT

OF all the vanities of this world,
liberty is the moft precious, and nature
has kindly favoured us with this treafure
to foften the ills of life, All the world
admire it, but few know how properly
to preferve it, = Avarice and: ambition

arg
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are its greateft ememies, and the moft
capable of engaging men to pay homage
at the thrine of flavery.

That men fhould facrifice their liberty
to court the favour of the great is truly
wonderful, yet not fmall is the number
of thofe who worthip the Idol of Fortune.
To part with our liberty merely to obtain
the favours or the {miles of the rich and
powerful, is buying wretchednefs and
mifery at a great price. Such a man
refembles the moth, who flutters round
the flame of a candle, to enjoy the light
it emits, till it burns its wings, becomes
crippled, and can fly no longer.

Happy the man who can eat when he
pleafes, fleep as long as he likes, and
go wherever his inclination carries him.
There is fomething fo fweet in liberty,
that we plainly fee the love of it pre-
dominant in animals, fome of whom die
in confinement. But the worft {fpecies of
flavery is that condition, which reduces
a man to the abject ftate of being obliged
to fay and act, without regard to the

dictates
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diGates of truth, or concience, what
fome rich tyrant fhall pleafe to direct him,
Preferable to fuch a fituation is the abode
of plague, peftilence, and famine.

"DEPENDANCE.

IT is generally faid, ‘¢ Happy is he
who depends on no one but himfelf;”
but where are we to find that perfon?
Such is the condition of human beings,
that there is no ftate independant, from
the fceptre to the {hepherd’s  crook.,
The greatnefs of the fovereign depends
on the obedience of his fubjects, and the
good or bad condition of the fubjects on
the wifdom or weaknels of the prince.
The buffoon of Philip II. King of 5pain,
one  day {aid to that prince, ‘- What
would you do, Philip, if your fubjeéts
thould take it into their heads to fay zo,
every time that you faid yes?’ A re-
flection replete with wifdom, and worthy
of the wifeft man. '

Thus the great depend on the litte,
and the little on the great; the valet}o'n

AJ;,S
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-his mafter, and the mafter on his valet;
-the avaricious man on his money, and -
the proud man on his folly; the luxu-
rious man on vice, and the felicity of
this world on the imagination; - the
national expences on the revenues,
and the revenues on the labour of the

~ fubject; navigation on favourable winds,
and war on fortune; ‘true happinefs
on a good confcience, and this on atife
without reproach. .

Even ‘the clements are not inde-
pendent, fince they cannot {ubfift
without the mutual ‘affitance of each
other.  The animals depend on the
-earth, from which . they ' draw their .
{fubfiftance, and the earth depends on
-good feafons, without which it: 'can
“produce neither: fruits nor vegetables ;
‘the ‘rain ‘depends on the clouds, and
- the clouds on the vapours of the earth,
and all together depend on the Divine
direction. - God alone being abfolutely
independent, it is he who has created ail

(L8 - things

~
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things with a mutual dependance upon
each other, in order to make us fenfible
of our imperfections, and that nothing
13 perfect, except the Creator of - all
‘things, ¢

Sy B iR B0

EVERY man, who is not dumb,
{peaks ; but every one who fpeaks has
not the art of pleafing : to be capable
of doing that, genius, judgement, and
rhetoric, are neceflary. = To fpeak pro-
perly is certainly a great accomplifhment,
and there are few acquifitions that are
to be compared to it ; for though words
are nothing but founds that ftrike the ear,
they have neverthelefs fo much force,
that the life ‘or death of a man is often
determined by them.

We read in Jofephus’s Hiftory of the

Jews, - that after the death of Marc -

Anthony, (the competitor of Auguftus)
Herod, King' of the Jews, and a great
partifan of Anthony, took the refolution
to prefent himfelf to Auguftus ;5 and,

M ~ placing

R S i T S



122 MorAL SKETCHES.

placing his erown at his feet, he accom-
panied his {ubmiffion with fo eloquent
an harrangue, that Auguftus found him-
{elf forced, not only to reflore him his
crown, but alfo to introduce him to a
number of his moft intimate friends.

Pyrrhus, king of Epire, was a generous
and magnanimous prince, a good foldier,
Iiberal, and admirably patient under a
reverle of fortune, but more particularly
famous for his fweetnefs of temper, being
befides endowed with fuch perfuafive
- and infinuating eloquence, as gave the
higheft pleafure and- delight to all who
heard him, upon whatever fubjeét he
fpoke. It was for this reafon that the
Roman fenate, having fent Ambaffadors
to him, forbade them to treat with him
immediately, - but to wait till the {econd
or third interview, fearing that by his
eloquence he might draw them over to
his party.

Plato faid, that by the words of a
man, we learn to difcover thofe internal
fagulties, which we cannot fee, Titus

Lavius,
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Livius, Diodorus, Pliny, Plato, Plutarch,
and many other authors, always fpoke
in high commendation of the eloquence
of the Greek and Latin princes, who
"raifed themfelves to the higheft em-
ployment, rather by their genius and
eloquence, than by victories and an -
illuftrious birth. e

Antoninus, f{urnamed the Pious, in
giving his daughter Fauftina to Marcus
Auvelius, who had nothing to boaft of
but philofophy, he faid, he would much
rather have for a fon-in-law a wife poor
man, than a foolifh prince. Lattly,
fpeech plaees the real diftinction between
men, and difcovers their capacity, excufes
their defefts, and raifes their merit.
Happy thofe who can fpeak well, or
know how properly to be filent.

SILENCE.

SILENCE may be the effe@ts of
wifdom or ftupidity. He muft be a very
difagreeable companion, who fays nothing,
becaufe he knows nothing; he is, how-

Mz - every
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ever, far preferable to the ‘man, who
fpeaks a great deal, and fays nothing to
the : purpofe. The filence of a wife
man is a proof of folid fpeculation; and
fuch a man, if he fpeak little, he gene-
- rally carries conviCtion with him when he
does ‘peak. The philofopher Xenocrates,
being one day at a feaft, was atked, why
he ta'ked fo little. He replied, he had
often repented of {peaking too much,
but never of faying too little.

It 1s faid of Demofthenes, who was a
great orator, and a philofopher of an.
exemplary life, that, amidft all his good
qualities, he was addi&ed to talking too
much, - which induced the Athenian
affembly to aflign: him a penfion, not
with a view that he might teach philo-
fophy, butthat he might have occafion
to talk lefs.

To be a difciple of Pythagoras, the
firft qualification neceffary was fo kee
filence for five years, as we have before.
obferved. The end of this philofophy
was undoubtedly to make a man mafter

of
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of his tongue, which certainly is a very
neceflary knowledge. ¢¢ Confine your
tongue, (fays theold proverb) or your
tongue will confine you.”’ -
Hence filence may be confidered as a
mark of ftupidity in fome perfons, and
of good fenfe in others, It is certain,
that in the affairs of the ftate cabinet,
filence is effential; in thofe of love it is
neceflary ; and, in partieular affairs,
filence is very often ufeful, fince, by
{peaking too much, the moft important
fecrets may efcape us. In fhort, filence
in a wife man is a venerable modefty,

and, in a fool, is a favour done to

fociety. \
SELF-LOVE.

SELF-LOVE is the general defect
of human nature, and the moft dange-
rous enemy of reafon. It is the ground-
work of the greater part of our crimes,
and the favourite of eur natural inclina~
tions. - It is' that which fans the flame

‘M3 of
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of pride, makes avarice infatiable, tickles
the luxurious, warms the bilious, feeds
the glutton, and lulls the idle to
fleep.

It commands the helm of all human
aftions, and banithes every refle€tion that
oppofes the tyranny of its will. It it
the moft dangerous enemy we have,
and is the more difficult to conquer, as
it has the fecret of perfuading us, that it
propofes nothing but what is for eur
own intereft, '

If we candidly examine all our actions,
we fhall foon be convinced, that felf-love
1s our reigning principle. Do we pretend
to love any particular perfon? It is
ourfelves we love in that perfon. Do
we hate any one? Selflove is at the
bottom of it. Self-love, however, is
in fome inftances neceflary, fince, with-
out fome attention to it, we might
become the dupes of the ar¢fy] and de-
figning ; and though it is abfolutely
neeeflary we fhould keep felf-love within

due
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due bounds, yet it would not be prudent
entircly to deftroy it.

TEARSE.

TEARS are the muficians of Soriow
and Defpair, they are the echo of the
doleful lamentations of the afflicted, and
a bitter paftime to thofe who are obliged
to fhed them. There appear to be five
different forts of tears: the firft are of
forrow, the fecond thofe of joy, the third
of rage, the fourth of lowe, and the fifth
thofe of penitences

As to the firft fort of tears, they are
juft, and even becoming, when they are
Thed with moderation om the death of a
parent of friend; but, when let fall on

any other account, fuch as the lofs of -

earthly pofleflions, or any other uneafi-
nels caufed by fuch-like motives, they

are certainly very badly employed.
Thofe tears, which we fometimes fee
people let fall on the firft meeting, after
2 long abfence, of a dear and particular
friend, are the fure figns of a tcndeg
an
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and fincere affeCtion; and may be re- -
garded as facrifices which forrow makes,
to' joy, and which may be confidered as
the overflowings of a noble and generous
heart,

The third fort of tears are compofed
of venomous drops, which rage produces,
and mark the excels of fury, which is
difappointed of taking its revenge in the
manner 1t  wifhes,

The fourth kind of tsars are the moft
foolifh and ridiculous of all, I mean
thofe of lovers. But thefe are too
rdiculous to dwell on,

The fifth kind of téars are thofe of
penitence, which will one day fhine in
the crown of glory, with which God
fhall hereafter veward them. The tears
of repentance lead to the paths of hap-
pinefs.

Imper fections of Human Nuasyre,

NO mortal is fo perfett as to be
totally free from vice, nor any perfon
fo vicious as not to pofefs fome virtue.

The
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The ancient authors have accufed
Homer of vanity, Alexander of madnefs,

Cefar of ambition, Pompey of pride,

Hannibal of perfidy, Vefpafian of avarice,
Trajan of violence, and Marc Anthony
of luxury. Thus, among all the famous
princes, mnot one is to be found, whofe
chara&er does not afford a mixture of
virtues and vices. It has been obferved
in all ages, that the greateft men have
generally had the greateft vices. Nature
feems to have placed a {pot in fome
particular part of all her works: let us
not therefore attempt to reform the
weaknefles of others from our own feeble
reafonings, but admire the good qualities
of every one, and have pity on their
defe&s, fince we ourfelves are in want
of the fame degree of charity. :

The Impoffibility of pleafing every onee

IT is impoffible for any man to pleafe
all the world, f{ince one loves what
another hates, and what one efteems,
another defpifes. Generally fpeaking,

' : he
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he who attempts to pleafe every body,
generally pleafes no one; for, in order
to be plealing to every one, he muft thew
his approbation’ of conduéts as different
from each other as light is from darknefs :
fo that, his deceittul complaifance being
once known, he draws on himfelf con-
tempt, inftead of efteem.

A wifé man cannot pleafe a fool, and,
as the world abounds with fools, the
number we may pleafe can be but {mall.
If the wife man, with all the brilliancy
of his virtue, cannot acquire univerfal
approbation, how can the fool be expected
to obtain it ? It is extreme vanity in any
man to imagine he can pleafe all the
world. Every man, who knows his own
imperfections, will never flatter himfelf
with being able to pleafe many people.
This knowledge of himfelf will produce
indifference, - and that indifference will
place him much more at Lis eafe, and he
will enjoy more profound tranquillity,
than the man who aims at univerfal
approbation, and who will at laft find,

that
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that he has been purfuing but a
fhadow. R -

The ambition we have of pleafing all
the world, comes from the good opinion
we have of ourfelves, and this ferves to
flatter us with the hopes of fuccefs, tiil
experience convinces us, that we are
piving ourfelves much trouble in the
purfuit of whar we fhall never overtake.
Let us live honeftly, and free from the
reproach of our own confciences, without
carng about -the approbation of the
greateft part of mankind, who generally
. judge of others by their own inclinutions
or averfions.

INTERFERENCE.

THE man, who unneceffarily in-
tsrferes in the concerns of othere, often
finds himfelf embarked on a boifterous
ocean. A certain philofopher ufed to
fay, that he would much rather be a
judge in the caule between two of his
enemies, than between two-f his friends ;
for, of the firff, he fhould at leaft make

one
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one friend ; wheréas, of the laft, he
fhould probably lofe one; that is, the
perfon 4gainit whomhe gave hi§ opinion.

The beft method is certainly to ftand
neuter in affairs, in which we have an
perfonal intereft,  Befides, thofe who
are fond of meddling with the affairs
of others, are generaily people of a
reftlefs and bad difpofition, fince they find
pleafure in intermixing in broils and
quarrels. It has been obferved, that
people of a quarrelfome and lifigious
charalter have generally no friends ;
for, being accuftomed to blow the coals
of contention, which® Chriftian charity
tells us we ought not to do, but, as far
as lies in our power, endeavour to ex-
tinguith the flame, they draw on thena-
felves the contempt and averfion of every
honeft perfon. '

By endeavouring to feparate two.va-
gabonds who are fighting, we frequently
expofe ourfelves to .the danper of
receiving fome marks of their brutality.
The fame: thing happens to him, who

. interferes

\
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interferes in matters with which he has
no reafon to meddle. I faw an inflance
of this nature at Amfterdam, in the
perfon of a native of Bruflels, who offered
himfelf as a fecond to a German gentle-
man, of whom he knew nothing, and
merely becaufe he had heard that the
gentleman had an affair of honour with
another perfon, with whom he was
equally unacquainted.. Being arrived at
the {pot, where the affair was 0 be fettled,

fword in hand, this bufy and merid‘e~
making man made ufe of fo many in-
jurious expreflions to the fecond of the
oppofite party, as obliged him, being a
man of honour and fpirit, to' draw h's
fword, when, on the firlt onfet,, he laid
- the aggreﬂ’or dead on the {pot, to the
entire fatisfation of all prefent. Thus .
the principal actors in this fcene were
prevented from finifhing their affair, and
were {atisfied with one fool having loft
his life. Such was the confequence of '
his idle interference,

N  COMPANIES.

i
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COMPANIES.

A MAN is generally faid to be
known by the company he keeps.
Ravens are generally feen among dead
carcafles, and bees among flowers. There
13 nothing of more confequence toa young
man than to chufe fuch company as may
do him credit, and from whom he may
take the model of his conduct and man-
ners. The mind of men is fo formed,
that it copies what is before it, without
thinking, whether it be good or bad.
We muft keep at a diftance from every
thing that can ftain the morals, treat all
the world with civility, but cautioufly
keep from the company of thofe who are
capable of giving bad examples.

The- practice of thefe precautions is -
very difficult for young people to attend
to, who'e ftrong and impetuous paflions,
having nothing in view but to fatisfy
themfelves, eagerly embrace the company
of thofe who humour their whims and
caprice, Many inftances are frequently

produced
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produced of young people, who, while
under the guidance of their parents or
friends, have given the moft promifing
hopes of a wife and prudent conduct;
but no fooner were they become mafters
of themfelves, - and having had the mis-
fortune to . fall into the company of
profiigates, than, in imitation of them,
they ran into all their vices, and at lafk
perifhed miferably.  Eveiy one, who
defpifes this advice in his youth, will
not fail to be fenfible of his erroi when
it may perhaps be too late, and when it
 muft infallibly be fucceeded by defpair,
horror, and remorfe. It’is a melancholy
ftate indeed, when we arrive at the
borders of old age, to find no hope is
left us but in forrow and repentance.

COMPASSION.

THERE are two forts of men who
are incapable of compaflion. The furlk
are the great and rich, who, being ignorant
of what want and oppreflion are, cannot
be fo fenfible of mifery as they ought,

Na The
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The fecond fort are thofe, who, being
naturally hardhearted, are infenfible to
the misfortunes of their neighbours. The
firft would be in fome meafure excufable,
were they ignorantof the aivine precepts,
which the facred writings hold forth to
them concerning univerfal charity ; but
the fecond fort are totally inexcufable,
fince it is through cruelty and malice
that they look with confummate indifs
ference on the miferies of others.

‘The rich and powerful are obliged to
acquire this virtue, becaufe here on earth
they hold the place of him, whofe pity
and compaffion they will one day ftand fo
much in need of themfelves, and who
will meafure out to them his mercy and
pity, in proportion as they have be-
flowed it on others. But that unfeeling
fet of men, who have a heart infenfible
of pity and compaflion, would do well to
read thofe dreadful judgements, which
the feriptures denounce againft them.

Though every age produces unfeeling
and obdurate hearts, and compaflion exifts

i generally
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generally more in words than attions,
yet we meet with fome noble and generous
fouls, who moft {fenfibly feel for the
misfortunes of others, and take the
greateft pleafure in alleviating their
forrows, and affifting them in their ne-
ceflities. After all, however, happy are
thofe, who are not in want of compaflion.
It is an old proverb, it is better to be
envied than pitied.

 SINCERITIT
. SINCERITY i3 the mother of

Truth, and the enfign of an honeft man;
it is the pledge of our words, and the
picture of our thoughts. There is no
- need of vouchers for the truth of what it
{ays, and its proteftations are indifputable.
It enclofes feveral virtues in itfelf, for it
never deceives or flatters any one. Its
promifes are confidered as matters already
done, and its proteitations are facred
records. An opennefs of heart is its
device, and it has no other end in view
but henour, It does not deceive by
N3 . appearance,



138 MoraL SkErcuEs.

appearance, for it is in itfelf plainand
fimple; it is a ftranger to falfity, fince it
fpeaks nothing but truth;; it every where
makesit{elf known, and never wifhes to be
concealed ; it fears no enemies, for virtue
is its friead; it is held in eftcem by every
honeft perfon, though privately defpifed
by the bafe and treacherous; it is
banithed from courts, and is unknown
among the rich and dignified ; its birth
is in the heart, and its abode on the lips,

It feems as if it had abandoned the earth,

fince malignity has found the fecret of
making it pafs for ftupidity among the’
greater part of men. For my own part,

1 believe it has taken its flight to heaven,

that it may no longer be witnels of the

triumphs of Falfity and Deccit,

PR O M SSES,

THE facility of making promifes,
and the difficulty of performing them,
are almoft fimilar. It is.a folly to ruin
eurfelves by promifes, and it is 2 meannefs
to enrich ourfelves by avoiding the

performance,
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performance. ~ An old proverb fays,
¢« Promifes are females, and the per-
formance of them males, fince we fee
more of the firft than of the laft.”

It is generally obferved, that thole
who are the moft ready te promife are
generally thofe who are the leaft in con-
dition to fullfil their promifes. It is a
very great imprudence to make promifes
in order to gain friends for a little time,
and afterwards to make them our enemies
by thinking no more of what we faid,
It feems to me, that it is infinitely better
to oblige without promifing, than to
bemean ourfelves by promifing without
effect, The fool makes engagements
with all the world without the leaft
difcrimination ; but the wife man obliges
ouly thofe who deferve it. The man,
who readily offers his purfe to another,
who he knows will not accept of
it, will not, when afked, lend. any
man a half-penny. Indeed, 1 hold
great promifes in fo little efteem, that
th cinftant they are made me, I would

very



140 MoRrAL SkETcHEs,

very willingly give them up for the leaft
reality,

oA NGK:

THE pride of rank or title is certainly
one ftep beneath the other follies of this
world.  Is feems to be the completion of
human vanity and impertinence, to con-
fider it as a neceflary point, to take the
firft feat at a fumptuous entertainment,
merely from the confideration of being
poflefled of a tittle. The elbow-chair or
the ftool will equally difplay merit ;
ahd he, who occupies the latter, may
probably have more fenfe and difcerment,
than he who lolls at his eafe in the firft,
The man,- who is not feated at table
according to his rank, generally enjoys
little comfort of his dinner, What folly!
Is the foup better, when Placed where
his vanity withes to have a feat, than at
any other part of the table? Is it
reafonable for a man to loofe his appetite,
becaufe he is feated one chair lower than
he thinks his dignity merits 7 fhould he

wiih
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wifh to be ferved firft at table, that would
be pardonable, provided he was more
hungry than others ; buf, if it be only
from the confideration of his rank, that
he has confequently morc merit than the
reft of the company,- and that greater
attention ought -to be paid him on that
account, it is the higheft mark of imper-
tinence, and renders him unworrhy of
the loweft feat. A coxcomb, prepo}déﬂbd
with this imagination, wifhes the maller
of the houfe to” prefent him with the
firft glafs of wine, without conlidering
who may be in the moft want of its
This folly of rank is carried to fucha
height and degree of infolence, that it
has even crept into the churches, where
the dignified man cannot pray to his God
but in the moft confpicuous and elegant
{feat. -Laftly, people, who are in love
with their rank and tittle, are very tire-
fome animals, {worn enemics to the
pleafure of others, and efpecially to the
cnonvivial'\ty of the table, where the
liberty and eafe of the company ought

not
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not to be reftrained by any perfonal
diftin@ions, :

The SPIRIT of CONTRADICTION.

THE man who knows the leaft,
generally fpeaking, is he who takes the
moft pleafure in contradiéting. His only
refource being in the power of his lungs,
he ftuns his auditors with the loudnefs of
his words, and makes himfelf equally
odious to thofe whom he attacks, and
thofe who are obliged to endure the
tempeft of his voice. What a foolifh
charaéter is that of the contradiGor !
What pains does he not take to {hew his
ignorance, by talking of thofe things, of
which he knows nothing ! Is it not a
fupreme degree of effrontery, for a man
to fet himfelf up as a judge of a difcourfe,
of which he perhaps ‘does not know any
thing. Though contradiction, properly
timed, may fometimes furnifh matter for
converfation ; yet, when it is accompanied
with obftinacy, it will foon become dif-
gufting. To tire this fort of difagreeable

difpofitions,
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difpofitions, the beft is to give them their
way -in whatever they advance, when
they will foon get tired, having no longer
any thing to feed their nonfenfe. It has
been faid of a certain nobleman, that he
is very angry on being contradiéted, and
yet looks upon that man as a fool, who
has not fomeching to f{ay in oppofition to
whatever is advanced. This kind of
charater is very difgufting, efpecially
when they are mafters of {ubtle argument.
It is therefore beft, whenever we can, to
avoid fuch company; and, when we
cannot, we muit follow the advice of
the old proverb, which fays, ‘“ Give hay
to the ox, and grains to the {wine.”’

CONFENIEIEENGE.

THAT conveniency, which mortals
feek with fo much avidity in the courfe
of this fhort life, appears to be a kind
of fweet poifon, which fills the human
mind with vanity, and is ranked amang
the greateft felicities of this world.

Conveniency,
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Conveniency, by which is meant the
poffeflion of things agreeable to- our
withes, is the falfe friend of the body;
and, under the pretence of making us
happy, loads us with many evils. It
deftroys induftry and exercife fo neceflary
. ‘to the body, as it furnifhes us with all
the dangerous delicacies of the tables
Befides this, it lulls the foul into a ftate
of lethargy, and too often makes us
forget our God. x

It is very difficult for the maf, who
is entirely ‘at his eafe, to faerifice any
pleafure to his health. = The generality
of men will not give themfelves leifure
to recolle€t, that they cannot ferve two
oppofite mafters at the fame time, and
that it is impoffible to give way to all
the vanities of this life, and at the fame
time think of our duty to God. and
ourfelves.

The end of moft of our defires is to
procure an agreable independence for our
‘old age, that we may hive at eale when
we fhall be nearly verging on the borders

: of
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of the grave. Every one dreads the idea
of wanting conveniences in that ftage
of life, without confidering, that the
greater part of mankind do not live to
arrive at the age of fifty. A great part
of what we call convepiences are little
better than vicesy for which we fhall be
called to an account hereafter. A con-
venience 1s, in fome degree, properly
‘called the gift of Heaven, provided we
make a rlght ufe of it; for, impwoperly

ufed, it becomes a curfe. The Scripture
tells us, that Lazar us, labouring under
the moit terrible infirmities of human
nature during his life, en his quitting
this world, was conveyed to the regions
of eternal felicity; while the rich man;
who here enjoyed akl the luxuries of this
life, was faid to have little comfort in the
world above.. This furely merits 2
moment’s refletion!

COMPLAISANCE,

COMPLAISANCE is the daughter
of Civility, which eafily infinuates man-

kipd
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. kind into the efteem of each other, and
often forces people maturally of a favage
difpofition to be kind and civil. Every
one 1s fond of the company of the com-
plalfant man, becaufe his converfation is
at all times agreeable,

He feems to {ympathize with every
one with whom he converfes, and cons
fequently is pleafing to every one
Complalfance proves a knowledge of
human life, and is the eertain proof of
a polite education. It dHtinguithes a
man, without expofing him to envy; for
even the envious are- pleafed with his
otliging manners. Upon the whole, it
is a character advantageous to every ones

After all, however eftimable complai-
- fanee may be, the excefs of it is good
for nothing, unlefs it be to draw con-
tempt on the over-complaifant man, of
to make him pafs for a dupe. Hence it
{eems, that complaifance fhould not be
tefc to itfelf, but always accompanied
with judgement and prudence, without

which it lofes its merit, and expofes us

to the mockery of others, :
OA4THSE.
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o047 HS
EVERY fin has fome pretended ap-

pearance of fatisfaction or pleafure, ex-
cept the vice of fwearing. It is not only
offenfive to God, but leflons the veracity
* of what the fwearer tells you, it being
an old faying, that thofe who fwear will
falfify. A man of credit and veracity
has no occafion to call in the affiftance
of oaths to make himfelf believed, fince
he knows, that if his charalter has not
weight enough to make his aflcrtions
believed, it is not oaths that will con-
tribute to give them weight.

The man who is much given to
fivearing, is gencrally guilty of many
other vices; they are generally unfor-
tunate in the world, and finith their lives
miferably. It is a very wicked cuftom
to be every moment calling God to
witnefs what they frequently know, at
the very moment they are Ipeaking, to
be totally falfe. We have been told of
a man, who had the misfertyne to be a

0 2 great
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great {wearer, and who, being repri-
manded by his confeflor to no purpofe,
was at laft enjoined, by way of penitence,
to have a button pulled off his coat every
time he {wore; fo that, at the end of
twenty-four hours, he had not a coat
left to wear. He now began to reflet,
that, in a little time, he fhould be obliged
to have his clothes new-buttoned every
day; and this bringing him ta refle@ion,
he at laft happily broke himfelf of the
habit of fwearing.

The Ridicule of bad FORTUNE.

IT feems as if mockery and ridicule
were a tribute which the world pay to
bad fortune, and that, to laugh at people
ill-treated by that blind divinity, were a
prerogative which thoe in ealy circum-
ftances had a right to indulge themfelves
in. But furely nothing can be more
ungenerous, than for one man to make
a mockery of anotber, merely becaufe
he may not have been {o fortunate as
himfelf, Itisa great mark of pride and

' vanity
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vanity, and, in fome meafure, is a proof
of the depravity of the heart., -Thofe
who aét on this ungenerous prmmple
would do well to recoile&, that the gifts!
of fortune are fickle, and that {ome
gccident or other, in the commerce of
human life, whatever may be our pof-
{feflions at prefent, may firip us of them
all, and place us in the very fituation
of thofe, with whom we have been fo
ungeneroufly free, as to turn them into
ridicule for what they probablv could
not help, and which was owing to fome
unforefeen accident. Could we but be
brought to think and aét by others, in
the fame manner as we our'elves would
wifh to be done by, we fhould not mock
the unfortunate man, but endeavour to
confole and affift him. -To rejoice in the
diftrefles of another is erucl to the laft’
degree; for if we do not choofe to re-
lieve them, we have certainly no right
to add to.the load of their affli&tions.
<

Oig Prefervation
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Prefervation of HE AL T H.

OUR principal employment in youth
15 to difcover new pleafures, and in old
age we are equally employed in the
purfuit of what will eafe our pains, and
preferve the little health we have left._
It is with the view of leflening thefe
cares, that I am now going to make
fome few remarks, the obfervation of
which may contribute to foften the ins
firmities of old age.

The firft rule 15, to thun thaofe places
where the air is thick”and moift, and
where violent winds are frequent; to
keep the head, ftomach, and feet always
warm, and to guard as much as poflible
from the nolturnal air, which 1s very
prejudicial to the health,

The fecond rule confifts in eating only
when you are hungry, and not drinking
but when you are dry, nor committing
any excefs with either. To abftain
from eating different forts of provifions
at one time; and always te rife from

table
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table with an appetite; never to eat at
night, at moft but a light fupper; to
falt every tenth day, in order to give
nature a reft, and never to dyink petween
meals, nor after midnight.

The third rule is, to go tc bed in
good hours, and  rife early in .the
morning, for feven hours fleep is fufficient
for the repofe of a man; a longer tume
is hurtful to his health. Never fleep
after dinner ; but, if that cannot be
prevented, let it be only in an clbow-
chair, and that only for half an hour at
moft., Never ufe exercife of body or
mind immediately after a meal, it being
then as hurcful as it is ufeful at other
times; and though exercife, according
to Hippocrates, may be the fureft meang
of preferving health, neverthelels we
muft not puth it fo far as to fatigue us
too much.

The fourth rule is, to have nothing to
do with phyficians, except in defperate
cafes, but to apply to the moit ﬁmplz

an
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and eafy medicines, whenever nature
requires fome affiftance, \

The fifth is, to ule pleafure with a
moderation which will not tire in the
enjoyment, and without fuffering our-
felves to be hurried away into excefs;
in a word, to enjoy pleafure, but not to
fuffer it to take pofleflion of us. - .

The fixth and laft rule is, not to
fuffer ourfelves to be too much dejected
on the mifcarriages  of this life; for
there is a very clofe connetion between
the body and the mind, fo clofe indeed,
that the one cannot fuffer without dif
turbing the econemy of the other.

Were people to obferve thefe rules,
we fhould not fee fo many broken con-
ftitutions in the early part of lite; but
unfortunately fuch i the difpofition of
mankind, that they know not the value
of health till after they have loft it, and
do not think of confulting the difciples
of Efculapius till after Bacchus and
Venus have made irteparable breaches
in their conflitutions,

; REPOSE.
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REPOSE.

THE wife man knows the value of
repofe; but happy is he who actpally
enjoys it. It is the moft reafonable
‘object of our withes, after. having been
difcouraged in the purfuits of our youth,
and difappointed 1n the enjoyment of
the tumultuous pleafures of this life;
for it is only in repofe we can hope to
reft in the evening of life. -~ In order to
obtain that pleaiing fituation, we muft
remove ourfelves far from every thing
that can diftuib ‘our tranquillity, and
abfolutely renounce, 2and never more to
think of, what the world calls fortune,
upon which we muft turn’our backs,
before we con boaft of happinels; for,
all things properly confidered, there can
be neither grandeyr, richeg, nor honours,
without inquictude.~ Hence the favours
of fortune cannot “be -eftedmed as . pro-
moting happinels; and he, who lives in.
repofe in fome peaceful retreat, better
gnjoys the fweats of life undiflurbed,

' than
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than thofe who imagine they find every
felicity in the buftle of  parade and
grandeur.

~ Mainard, the French poet, has very
prettily defcribed the fityation of life to -
be wifhed for, ¢ Liften, my fon, (fays
he) to what forms the compofition of a
happy life.—Neither care nor law-fuit;
a fuﬂicieney of wealth, without the
trouble of labouring to procure it
friends, of an even temper, to converfe
with; a found body, always neatly
drefled, without finery; no quarrels,
and provifions plain~ and natural; a
modeft good-tempered woman to affift in
domeflic matters, and a little {leep, but
that peaceful and tranquil.  Be fatisfied
with fuch a lot, you having no room to
complain of it; and you will then view
the approach of death without fear or
defire.”’

Herein realy confifts the true fortune
of this world; but ambition and avarice
conceal it from the eyes of the generality
of mankind, Age, to which wifdom is

generally
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generally confined, eafily difcovers this
truth; for having, in youth, experi-
enced the vanity of the paffions, he
cannot but defpife them, and look
forward to repofe, as the only end of
all his defires.

We read in hiftery, that Plato,
Marcius, Cato, Lucullus, Scipio, Peri-
cles, Senaca, aud Dioclefian, hawve fup=
ported this truth by their example, in
preferring, in the latter end of their
lives, the peaceful retreat of their
gardens to the throne and the {ceptre;
and that they found more fatisfadtion in
cultivating, in perfeét liberty, theiwr
plants and végetables, than “in feeing
themfelves crowned - with laurels, or
enjoying all the pomp of a day of
triumph, amidft the acclamations of the
Roman eitizens. —

EXAMPLE.

IT is a received maximy ¢ Live
according te the laws, and not %c-
cording to example.”  However, if
we imitate good examples, we fhall

mever
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never have occafion for laws to reftrain
us.  Good examples eflectually lead us
into the paths of virtue, as bad examples
‘conduét us . into tho’e of vice. The
wicked man fhelters himfelf in his crimes
under the idea, that he is neither the
firft nor the only one who has becn
gulity of erro's.

Good example is like a ﬂambeau’, the
light of which condu&s us to the right
road ; but bad examples tend to coun-
tenance the wicked in their criminal
purfuits. The examples of thofe who
lived in former ages, teach us what will
be the iffue of our condu‘t; they en-
courage the wife to pCl‘fC\"lC in the
carcer of virtiie, and ‘are no lefs proper
to deter the vicious from falfe courfes.

A man, whom reading has not in-
ftructed in the dxﬁ‘ﬂrent cnmunﬁancea of
life, is not capable of forming any pro-
ject to bis advantage, dor of J,n(‘srmff
what may be the iflue of his condutt;
bit examples are like good fpeftacles,
through which we may ditinguith at a

R Sk el diftance
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diftance between good and evil. 'The
general of an army, or a prime minifter
of ftate, muft have fludied the examples
that have gone before them, and reculated
their conduct thereby, if ever they withed
to obtain credit in’ their different pro-
fefions. The good examples reading
furnifhes are a powerful fpur, which
makes them exert every faculty to attain
virtue, and fometimes makes great men
of thofe who are zs yet not far advanced
in life. Happy the man, to whom 2 good
example ferves as a rule of his condud,
“and the bad one as 2 warning to avoid
the danger,

TR AN 2 UL LLELGY,

TRUE felicity confifts in the tran-
quillity of the mind, and the health
of the body. If it be ea’y to remove
the diforders of the body by the power
of medicine, it is no lefs eafy th ‘cure
the diftempers of the m nd by the affifance
of reafon. The will of God, without
which no accident whatever can happen

. P to
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to us, ought always to be adored, and
inake us contented with our lot.

Reafon tells us, that every agitation
of the mind is ufelefs, when the evil
we fuffer is without remedy. That
uneafinefs we feel, while the event of
any thing matefial is hanging between
hope and defpair, appears more reafonable
than that chagrinwe feel from the weight
of an actual calamity ; fince, in the firfk
fituation, the perbaps may as well turn
on the bad fide as on the good ; whereas,
in the fecond inftance, the evil is deter=
thined, to which reafon tells us we muit
accomodate ourlelves, fince impatience
will not change the matter. It is in-
comparably better to fubmit with patience
to the will of heaven, and to coniole
ourfelves with the hope, that as every
thing is {ubjett to change, misfortunes
cannot laft for ever. Hiftory furnifhes us
with a variety of examples of the re-
volutions of fortune, which {fometimes
raife people from the loweft pitch of
mifery to the moft elevated fituation 1n

R 7T
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fife, and afterwards again plunged them
into their former mifery and obfcurity.

wiIsDO M.

. PHILIP of Macedon one day, being
- m company with feveral philofophers,
afked them, what they confidered as of
the moft confequence in this world. It
is not at all {urprifing that they were of
different opinions,

One faid, that he gave the preference
fo water, becaufe that element occupied
a greater fpace than the earth. Another
infifted, that it was the fun, becaufe it
gave light to the heavens, the air, and
the earth, The next was of opinion,
that it was the mountain Olympus, whofe
fummit reached to the clouds, and, being
fo high, was feen at an immenfe diftance,
The fourth gave the preference to Homer,
who was fo much efteemed during his
life, and fo much celebrated after his
death, that feven powerful nations entered
into a bloody war, to determine which of
them were actually in pofleffion of his

Y2 bones,
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bones. The laft fpeaker infifted, that
there was nothing in this world of fo
much confideration as wifdom, fince it
defpifes the falfe glare of things of this
life; thinks little of what the world
in general admire, and what the vulgar
confider as the greateit blefling.

Indeed, if we reflet on this matter
properly, we fhall be brought to agree,
that he, who defpifes the falfe glare of
grandeur merits more glory, than he who
courts or poflefles it ; and that the man,
whofe virtues atford him a juft felf-appro-
bation, is greater than he, to whom the
rage of party may have erected a ftatue
of bronze. ,

Titus Livius, when he {peaks of
. Marcus Curius, fays, that being one day
employed in his houfe in wathing cabbages
before he put them into the pot, was
waited upon by the ambafladors of the
Samnites, who came to offer him a con-
fiderable fum of money, to fupport with
his credit and fuffrage the requefl they had:
to make to the fenate.  This noble

Roman
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Roman anfwered” them very cooly :
“ You muft, gentlemen, offer this con-
fiderable fum to fome other perfon, who
difdains to wafh his own cabbages, and
who is above being contented with fuch
ordinary fare. As for me, I defire no
other riches, than of having an 1nfluence
over thofe who are mafters of fo much
treafure.”’

Surely this 1s  the charalter of a true
hero, who knew how to derive as much
glory from cleaning his cabbages in his
kitchen, as from the laurels he had
juftly aquired by his great exploits and
famous victories, He was certainly no
lefs illuftrious by his kitchen fire-fide,
than invincib!e to the enemies of Rome,
at the head of armies he commanded.

Wifdom is an ornament to the humbleft
individual ; ut fhines with greater
luftre when it 1s found among princes and
great men, who know how to acquire it,
by cultivating the acquaintance of perfons
diftinguifhed for their merit and know-
ledge, to whom they cannot give too

P free

'
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free an accefs to their perfons. Every
prince, who is not ambitious of cultivating
wifdom, is an enemy to himfelf, and
contemptible in the eyes of all thofe who
have any difcernment, even though he
were as fortunate as Cefar, as rich as
Creefus, as brave as Alexander, and as
happy as Auguftus. Indeed, he would
be always unfortunate, fince, without
wifdom, all the felicities of this world
depend upon chance, which-are produced
and deftroyed according to the caprice of
fortune, which equally {ports with the
mafter and the fervant, the king and the
fubie&®, with the rich and the poor, and
which feems to have an abfolute power
overall the events that concern the affairs
of mortals, except thofe of the wife.

T 00T Lk

THERE never was feen a more
beautiful or more dangerous thing than
youth. Itis the rofe of the {pring of
human life ; but it may eafily be pre-
cipitated into the abyfs of vices by in-

experience
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experience and its own vivacity. Itis a
fea continually agitated by tempefts, and
full of a thoufand rocks, through which
we muft pafs in the midft of numberlefs
dangers, before we arrive at the age of
difcretion.

If happinefs, as fome people pretend,
confifls in the imagination of being {o, it is
certainly inthefe times that man is the moft
happy, however extreme his imprudence
may be, his ignorance grofs, bis pre-
fumption ridiculous, his judgement weak,
his reafoning falfe, his obftinacy in-
vincible, his comprehenfion dull, his
paflionsunruly,and his forefight extremely
fhort.

The youth thinks he knows every thing,
and wifhes to put theory in the place of
experience ; he amufes and employs
himfelf with trifles, and readily furrenders
himfelf into the arms of folly ; indolence
16 his pillow, and indulgence his bed of
repofe ; the vices pay their court to him,
and the vanities accompany them; the
prefent moment occupies all his thou ghts(i

an
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and his cares do not extend to the future,
which he confiders as uncertain; he
knows not what he wifhes, for he has no
fixed object in view ; his refolutions.are
mconﬂant, and what he propofes has no
folid foundation ; fometimes he 1s dif-
tradtedly fond of a thing, which the next
moment he as heartily defpifes ; for he
is not accuflomed to refle¢t on what he
thinks or wifhes, which te him would be
a punifhment. Laftly, notwithftanding
what we have here obferved, happy he
who pafles his youth in T ftudy of
wiidom, 1n the appllczmon of the leffons
he has received, and in the practice of
virtue, as he will theéreby infallibly
preferve, even in old age, many of the
agreeable qualities of youth.

R BV I el TS

HO'\VEVI‘R rich a man may be,
he will not fail, if he wants credit, at
{fome time or other, to be as much em-
barrafled as he who has too much, who,
not knowing how properly to manage

and
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and take care of his credit, not only
ruins himfelf, but involves in the fame
evil all thofe’ who have placed to much
confidence in him. A wife man never
abufes his credit, but an imprudent man
foon loofes it. - Credit is the father of the
borrower, who very often proves an
unworthy fon. ' Good faith is the mother
of Credit, but the frequently brings forth
children who go quite naked, who are
treacherous and decitful, and who have
the cruelty to fuffer their mother to be
put to death when fhe attempts to corre&t
them.

The prince, who lofes his credit, thakes
his kingdom to the very foundation.
The gentleman, who fails in his credit,
puts himfelf in the high road to ruin.
The merchant, whofe principal fupport
is his credit, no fooner lofes fight of it,
than he becomes a bankrupt.  The man,
who incautiouily gives credit, runs a great
rifk of lofing his money ; ‘and he, who has
a foul bafe enough to abufe that credit,
by being generous at the expence of

another,



166 Morar SxETCHES,

another, at laft falls into the loweft degree
of indigence, and frequently experiences
the want of the common neceffaries of life.
Avarice is generally the motive of the
lender, and imprudence and a bad con-
{cience bring on the latter.
. I well remember, being one day at
Bruflels, that a Germdn gentleman, an
acquaintance of mine, came to me, and
defired me to accompany him to the houfe
of a merchant, to whom he was well
known. The merchant, who was very
rich, had formerly advanced large fums
of money to my friend. On our arrival
at the merchant’s houfe, we found him in
bed, to which he was confined by a
fit of the gout. He received us with
great civility, and, after we had drank
ghocolate together, he liftened with
great attention to the propofal the count
made to him, which was to advance him
five hundred piftoles. upon a lerter of
exchange on Germany. After maturely
confidering the propofal, he replied,
¢ Sir, 1 have had the hqnour of feveral
times
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times ferving you on yeur firft journeys
into this country, and it is true that you
always punctually reimburfed me the
fums with which I had accommodated
you, and I am much obliged to you
for fo doing. But permit me, Sir, to
tell you, that in thofe times 1 was not
much at my eafe, and I therefore eafily
ran rifks, in order to encreafe my little
fortune. Thank heaven, I have always
been fo lucky as not to lofe any thing <
but, as I have now got a fufficiency,
I with to be at my eafe, and preferve
what I have got, withoeut running any
chance of leofing it.  So that, at prefent,
¥ advance no money without proper
fecurity, nor truft any longer to in-
conftant fortune, though I am, Sir, at
the fame time, fully perfuaded of your
honour and integrity.”’

Such was the conduét, which prudence
herfelf feemed to have diétated to this
old man, who, though he did not fatisfy
the demands of the count, fupplied me
with ample matrer for refle€ion. To

fum
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fum up the whole in a word ; every man,
who has a {ufficiency to live on com-
fortably in his own way, and according
to his condition, but ftill ruus ritks to
gain more, refembles the dog in Afop’s
Fables, who quitted the reality for a
thadow, and loft even that he before had.
He who parts with his money too freely,
and lends it to the great on their own
credit, relembles a candle, which con-
fumes 1tfelf in tae fervice of others..,

MOCKERY, &

TO make a mockery of the infirmities
of others is a vile and odius thing ;
it is difpleafing to God, is detefted by
every honeft man, and is hated even by
the impious themfelves. This diabolical
inclination for mockery is the mark of a
{oul full of envy, prefumption, brutality,
and every thing elfe thé moft unworthy
in 2 man. It is generally obferved, that
he who takes delight' in mockery, is
generally deftitute of*every ‘quality ne-
ceflary to recommend a man in ‘the
commerce of this world. s

Mockery
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Mockery and raillery are nearly allied,
and are equally mifchievous, The dif-
courfes of thofe who are fond of raillery
are generally malicious, their civilities are
affeéted, their conﬁdence falfe, their pro-
teftations deceitful, and their friendfhip
refembles a réed, which pierces the hand
of him who takes hold of it for fupport.
He is beloved by no one, but hated by
all. Every one waits with impatience
the moment of feeing his feet flip, that
they may contribute {fomething to preci-
pitate him into the abyfs he merits.

U S T F B,
JUSTICE is the Queen of the

Virtues, and includes a great variety of
bleflings it beftows on mortals. ~ It is
the fcourge of crimes, and the terror of
gilt; it deftroys vice, holds folly in a
brldle, proteéts innocence, rewards virtue,
and preferves peace and tranquillity 1m
the ftate.

The ancients, who have depicted the
figure of Juftice, reprefent it with a crown
: on

-
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on its head, as the emblem of majefly,
and the grandeur and glory that attends
it.. They put a fceptre in its hand,
mark its abfolute power, which C'mnot
be dtlputed without offending heaven,
and ruinng the ftate. They put a
bandage round its eyes, te infinuate the
impartiality and little regard it eught te
have to the appearances of perfons m the
courfe of juftice : friends, enemies, rich,
poor, great and little, fhould be all
upon a level, and receive judgément
according to the merit of their caufe. In
the left hand it holds & pair of fcales,
which 1ep1eient its inflexible juftice,
which neither intereft, favour, nor any
other influence whqtevel can in the
leaft degree make any alteration.

Juftice is frequently reprefented as
holding a fword, inftead of a fceptre, irl
its nghr ~hand, and this is called the fword
of juliice, which s to be wfed i the
punithments of all degrees of delinquents,
whether great or, little, rich or poor,
weak or powerful, without the leaft

faevoux or diftintion. :
POVERTY
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POV ERTY did BER LD IS

THERE is no contraft in nature
more ridiculous than that of a proud man,
furrounded wth poverty.  Without
hardly any fhoes to his feet, he will take
the lead in every proceflion; and, though
his linen and clothes may be much the
worfe for wear, he will take his feat at =
the upper -end of the table. He affects
to love carelefsnefs in his drefs, becaufe
he has not wherewith to change them.
He cannot endure the fight of laced or
embroidered cloths, his fublime genius
foon difcovering, that thefe are fit only
to decorate fervants and the faddle cloths
of their horfes. He hates all forts of
lace, is an enemy to all ornaments, and
finds that a black ftock gives to a man
the appearance of a foldier. He wears
no cloak, becaufe it is too cumberfome,
and light fhoes and filk ftockings are apt
to give him cold. He never powders his
wig, becaufe that would make him look
like a miller, and contribute too fpoil hig

Q2 clothege



172 MorAL SKETCHES,

clothes. He is feldom feen without a
tooth-pick in his hand, for it is very
difagreeable to him to have the fleth of
a partridge or woodcock ftick in his teeth.
He defpifes the embarraflement of a great
train, which according to him, is more
troublefome than proper to make a man
refpected ; and, befides, all thofe qua-
lities, that are not perfonal, can form no
real merit. He is no lover of either tea
or coffee, for he fays, that it is in reality
nothing but water, and he is furprifed at
the falle tafte of thofe who make ufe of
them. He keeps neither horfe nor carri-
age, becaufe he loves exercife, and confi-
ders it as the fovereign preferver of health,
He never rides in a chaife, becaufe that
would be too effeminate. He never plays
at any game, becaufe he is always em-
ployed in great and important affairs,
which demand all his time and attention.
He never eats any fupper, becaufe that
would interrupt his fleep. He carries
no fmall change about him, becaufe that
would incumber his pocket ; nor has he

any
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any fouff-box, becaufe he wifhes to dif
courage the praftice of fnuff - takingy
confidering it as a nafty habit; though
every time he fees a box opened, he will
condefcend to thruft his fingers into it.
He fpeaks little, becaufe he does not love
contradictions, and rarely approves of
what others fay, unlefs good manners
and politenefs fometimes obliges him to
it. He never goes to operas or plays,
becaufe he does not love to be crowded,
and befides, he cannot fupport the fumes
of the candles, . When he travels, he
never goes poft, but always in the ftage-
coach for the fake of agrecable company.
In fhort, his inn is at the Sun, and he
fleeps -at the Moon.

While I am fpeaking of this oddity
of nature, I recolle&t what I have heard
fpoken of a certain girl, who accufed
herfelf to her confeflor of being very
proud. The prieft then afked her, what
he fuppofed muft be the cafe, if fhe were
rich. ¢ No, no, father, (replied the
penitent) fo far from i, that I have

Q3 nothing
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nothing in this world but the clothes on
my back.”’ ¢ Go, go, my good girl,
(faid the father) this madnels of yours
will foon leave you, and I fhall infliét no
penance on you.”’ - '

70 KNOW QURSELVES.

THE little knowledge a man generally
has of himfelf, we may venture to fay,
gomes from the infatiable defire of
knowirg others. Being accuftomed to
wander from home, where he feldom
firds himfelf, he has no time to ftop to
obferve what pafles within  himtelf,
Chilo, one of the feven wife men of
Greece, bore for his motto, Kzow thyfelf:
He taught others this fhort moral,
which has a great extent of meaning,
and is of the laft confequence; for, if
we know not ourfelves, we know not im
what degree we are good or bad: fo thag
we cannot apply ourfelves to cu tivate
the good, or to weaken and totally
deftroy the bad we may fiud in our elves.
Befides, the more we are employed ﬁn

- the
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the ftudy of ourfelves and our own
defets, the lefs room fhall we have to
complain of the difagreeable judgement
the reft of the world pafs on us; and,
as we do not like to hear the reproaches
of the latter, we fhould be more atten-
tive to the firft, the ftudy of ourfelves.
We may be faid to have acquired great
krnowledge, when we have learned to
difcover our own imperfections, and that
it is a mark of wifdom to become fen-
fible of our own folly, fince that know-
ledge ferioufly engages us ardently to
labour in the field of Reformation.
Every man, whatever his fenfe and
judgement may be, if he negle& the
ftudy of himfelf, he will frequently
commit fuch grofs errors, and will fe
derange his conduét, thHat thofe very
talents of underftanding he poficfles, by
being improperly ufed, will add to his
difgrace. A cclebrated author, {peaking.
on this fubjeét, makes the following,
remark: “ We ought at no time better
to know ourfelves, than when we exert

; every
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every art to make ourfelves appear wife
in the eyes of others; becaufe we are
generally more fond of dlfplaymg the /it1le
‘we really know, than of learning the
great deal we know not.”’
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