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PREF ACE. 

AS I regard an informed n1other the 

most proper and attractive of all 

teachers, I have chosen that character 

as the principal, in the foJlowing sheets. 

Filial duty and fraternal affection I 

have endeavoured to exemplif_y, as 

those virtues not only render you th 

estirnable in their own families, but re 

spectable in the eyes of all good meu, 

redouble the pleasures 'of their own , 

early years, and lay the foundation of 

happiness in a more advanced age.­

To excite a desire of reading history, 

to render industry habitual, and to in­

culcate, that piety alotie is the real 

source ofhappinQSs, has been n1y :wish ;. 
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but as the value of know ledge is not-, 
in general, suffici~ntly appreciated by 
young niinds, -I ~have cloathed the 
,vhole in the guise of an1usen1ent, sa­
tisfied that if_ morality can once be 
carefully cultivated in the human heart, 
it will, in time, bring ~o perfection . . ' . , } those fruits, wluch are the n1ost essen_._ 
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1\-IATERNAL INSTRUC'flON. 

CONVERSATION I. -
A Family P.arty-Employmeu t for all Ages-Accou,it ef 

a singular Stone . in· tlie Island of If oy-Tlze N~cessitJ 
nf writing a legible /land. 

ONE frosty evening, .in January, as Mrs. 
Thornhill sat surrounded by her child ren, 
G~orge, Amelia, Frede1ic, and Caroiine, t~1e 
second named, addressing her, said, "my 
detlr mamma, th~ country is · very dreary, 
is it not almost time to go to Lo11don ?" 

." Undoubtedly, for those· who have ·bu-· 
si!}ess there at this season : bave you any ·, 
Amelia ?" replied -her n1otbc;r. 

"I mamn1a '? no surely-but we were ac-. 
customed to visit town in the winter." 

· "True, JOt1r father~s duty to 11is .C,ountry 
used to call hin1 there, but my duty fix.es 
.m,e in this retired mansion. . 1"'0 the mother 

B 



of four fatherless children, as ~' a1a~ 1 no\r . 
( ,,, \ .., . .a~, that spot must be most agreeable " ~here she can best educate them : that is now U1Y r 

, u first earthly duty; I owe it to yoq, to my conscience, and to the memory of your ever hono,ured fatheT.''-As Mrs. Thorni1ill spoke, a tear involuntarily stole from her eye, and dropped on her son's hand ,vhich lay· across . her knee. 
'' Amelia " said Georo-e "you are a heed-' b ' . less, if not au unfeeling girl, and are fo1: ever distressing our dear mother by som~ un­thinking speech or ridiculous question." 
"George," interrupted lvfrs, Thornhill, " 'do you alleviate tha~ distress by speaking -l1arsbly to your. sister ? surely not, she ca!1-not suffer without my participating· her fe.eli n gs.'' -
"' Brother ,., said Amelia "I indeed am . ., ' heedless, but :my mother's tears are a greater reproach than your words .. " 

. " Nly · dear Am.e]i.a, '' i.nterrupted l\Irs. Thor11h~ll, "your's was an error of the head rathe1: than of the heart, therefore let it be I forgotten. I~ wish to talk to_ you of my future plans, for as George is now sixteen, 'and you thirteen, you must. take an active 
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part 1n the welfare of the whole. George, 
'ii;:• his hours· o'f relaxation from study, will 
~ ·sis't 'rne in my accounts, and all that con-

·- ( ' 
cerns the receipts and expenditure of this 
esta:te ; for as- ·his father was his O\Yl1 steward, 
so with my advice sha11 he. The bns.iness 
fnay ·b.ring with it some trouble, but it will 
'be i:epaicl. I-le will hereafter exactly know 
the state of his tenants, the amount of his 
resources; and the extent of his property, 
whi-ch, if he exceeds, he will either shew a 
w·e~k head or a depraved mind. A miser is 
tl~e most ridiculed of all characters, yet I 

, think · a spendtl1rift equally despicable; fo r 
is the first has not the heart to <lo good, 
n1either has the latter the ability ; for; gre·e­
dy- et gratifying his passions, he has bereft 
himself of the means, and whether g·ood is 
w-ithheid 'by avarice or a selfish profusion, I 
regard it equally sinful. At the great and 
final _iaccount which we' all must give, the 
miser's heart laid ·open, he could on1y reply, 
'I saved ·my gold in a chest, '-the spe1~d ­
thrift, 'I speni mine i-ri pleasures.. ' Alas ~, 

l . 

my children, where would be the differ~nce.? 
the gold locked in the che~t, or that e~p.end­
ed iu the .riot of cards, wiue, or dice, would 

B -Q 
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be equaily misused ; the just answer to Loth 
,vould be, 'go, ye unworthy stewards, : ;.r.'. 
have forfeited t_he trust I r~~>o&ed in ye: see 
my face no more.'" 

' " l\I v dear mother "said Geor<Te "I may u ' b ' 
fail, but 1T1y endeavours shall not be want-
ing, and every hour that our good Curate,,­
l\1r. Pennant, gives me from my studies, shall 
be de"v:oted to you." 

"Forn1y Amelia," continueci 1\1rs. Thorn­
hill, '' she mnst learn to superintend my do-
1nestic concerns, to give orders to the house­
keeper, and the cook; in short, to arrange., 
v,ith strict decorum, all rny household bu­
siness ; for as no woman is above command­
ing c'l. family,- so no woman should be above 
,learning the duties attending that trust." 

" I shal1 have n1t,ch to 1€arn, madam, 
but I will observ.e you and do my best," re-­
pljed Amelia. 
· (' And is there nothing for me to do ?'' said 
F'rederic; " 1 am nine years o1d, and wbel! 
1ny le ~ons are over, I should li½e to bee~-­
plo:; cd." f ✓- , 

· " Undoubtedly,,, rep1ied his mother~.._, we 
will walk when the weather permits, and 
in the season pJaut trees, and improye the 

1 
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' estate. Shou1d you not be pleased Frederic, 

•· God spared y~:m to grow old, to say to 

your-children, 'see these gre,'tt woo(ls of tall 

trees; I planted them when I was a child.';, 

. ' "' Oh, how delightful 1 "- answered Frede ... 

ric, " I ·would wandel· among them all day 

long, and 'breakfast, di 'ne, -and s~p under 

their' branches."· 

. '' That would indeed be pleasant," replied 

1\!Irs. Thornhill, "but the p1an might be of 

yet greater ·utility1 as I will prove, by a story 

\ I will relate to you, in our fir .s t excursion -

for that purpose." · 

'' Oh ! how I long to begin ; I shall watch 

_the'm every day, water them anc~ take great 

tare that no on:e ,v-alks over the.m. ': 

" ·what can I do ?" said Caroline, ct if 

Frederic 1s nine, I an1 seven years old, a11d 

should like to be of use to n1amma." · 

, '' So. you shall my love/' retun1ed Mrs. 

Thornhill; · '' what occupation shonlcl _you 

choose?'' 
" Let rne ·see-I already feed the chic:.. 

kens, a:nd the lambs, so I sh.ould like to have 

· sornething n101:e materiaf to e-mploy me; 

you ch_os·e for my hrothe1: and sister, 'pi-a.y 
B3 
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11ow., n1amma, do think . of something ·fdr n1e." ·, - - , ··· .;· 
"vVell then, my_·good gi-d, as -you .know I sometimes give cloaths · to . the ;poor olrl 

folks., and · to helpless infants,· suppose ~you 
v,_ere to make those for the children, I think 

, it would amuse your leisure time." 
" ~hank you., thank you, dear mam1na·; 

I will do it with all my heart; how pretty 
the babies ,will look in the caps and gowns I make-, I won't work another day for my 
doll." 

" ·your time-wiil, indeed, be far better 
e.rnploy.ed, in working for the living in1ages 
of your Creator, than for a piece of sense­, Jess wood-you shall also give the inf~nts ·~ 1:issistance when they are sick., and the elder 

J ones· rewards when they act worthily~" ) 
~ : " -How charming !-1nine is the best ern­
ployment of all-poor little boys and git-ls., ' :how pleased they will be to see me." 

'' Undoubtedly ; and you will _ at the sa1ne time be fulfilling one of the great and 
. important duties commanded by your l\faker, ·· by c.loing good' to1 your fellow creatures. 'Qn fine da,y.s1 we will walk, or ride, and on , gloo1riy;_ 01: i·ainy ones, we ,vi ll sit rounil, the 
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.f1~e, -an<l if ve are dull or \\Teary, among so 
1nany co1npanions, and possessed of such 

'Vario1rs resources as we can comn1nncl, the' 

fault must rest with ourselves." 

"Indeed, I think "so,'' answered George, 

"'we can also, in our walks, or at our social 

fire side, communicate to each other, any. 

particular incident that may have struck us 

during the da:y, either in our studies or in 
common life." 

·- " I applaud your design., rny dear boy,, 
and as your reading with Mr. Pennant is far 
more extensive than ours, to you we shall 

·look for the most amusement in that way.',. 

'"' Oh, dear George!'" exclarmed Caroline,. 

•; •-• you don't know how much I a1n pleased 

~ with s.to,ries-do you remem her any now ?0
• 

u ~ot exactly, but, with 1ny mother's. 

, leave, I ,,v.il1 ·give you an account of a curi:• 

,, ous stone which I read of this day. J), • 

1 

" Oh by aH means; yo1:1 ·will give me 

,equal pleasure with yotJ.r sisters and· brother;' 

said l\,1.rs. Thornhill,. ,-
"- I thank you rua.dam~Observe my_ dear­

Caroli ne, that on the nortl\ern coast of Scot:. 

land there are seve_ral isbp1ds called the 

, Orkueys~ all of which.you will be acquainted. 
B4 . 
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with when you enter on the c1mus·ing study .of geography._ In one of these islands ca?l-erl Hoy, in a barren valley between .two moderately high 1nountains, lies an oblong stone, called, by way of contradiction, I should suppose, the dwar:fy stone, for it is thirty-six feetlong, eighteen feet bro.ad, ~and nine feet high. It is hollowed within, hav-1ng a door on the east side, two feet square, with a stone of the san1e -c1i1nensions, lying / about two feet from it, and which was . in­~ended, no doubt, to ~_lose the entrance. YVithin, .there is cut out at the south end of it, the forrn of a bed' and pillow, capable of holding t\yo persons ; as at the north end is ~nother becl, both very neatly exec,utecl. Above,. at an equal distance fron1 both, is a la.rge round hole, which is supposed not only !O have been designed for letting in lib»ht an cl air, but a lsn for letting out the smoke frorn the fire,, for which there is a place in the middle . between tbe two beds. The mark of the workrnen>s toots appear every w·here, and the ttadi.tion of tht Yulgar is, that a giant and his. wif-e had this stone for their habitation,. b.ut that opinion is at once -vagu.e a.1.1d ridiculous,.'·'· · 
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· "Indeed t dont fhink so,,. replied li're­
dPric, " for as giants are larger than other:­
people,. they n1ust be a great deal stronger, 
and might pel'ha}!>s cut out all the inside of 
this stone themselves." 
, " l\Iy dear child," retu~·,ed his mother, 
"it does not always follow that the largest 
people ai·e the stroi1gest ; from five to six 
feet 11igh, appears the natural standard of 
strong men ; when they exceed that height, 
they are frequently weak, and unhealthy-· 
but this is in some measure a digression ; 
can you find no other reasQn against the 
opinion of its being a giant's dwelling? Re­
collect the dimensions and then ans\\ er ., 

Ille.'' 
·, 
. 

"Ah mamrna ! "replied,Cai·oline, jumping. 
\l_p, " the door was so litt1e t1~at they could 
Hot get i-n. '" 

"How stupid was I not to re1nembcr 
that," said Frederic; '' a do0r of two feet 
square could not indeed adn1it a giant .. " · 

" Certainly not : that in all clays there 
has been some few people exceeding the 
usual size; is not to be disputed ; but by no 
means-so large as perhaps- yoLtr idea repre­
sents ; a 1nan one foot taller than his fcl..; 

B 5 
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Tows, must always appear' extraordifrary, 
-~nd attract observation . ........:But come,. w;y 
dear Frederic, you · ha,·e 'not shewn n1~ you.r 
exercises this afternoon, - I also wish. tb · see1 
what proficiency you make in yourwri-t-
ing.'' , -

Fr-ederic immediately hastened to · fetch 
}iis• book, and ·ptesenting it to his 1nother~ 
he said-" my dear n1amma, 1 do~ not, . in-:­
(leed~ ~vrite so well as I could wish, _ but =I 
,~,il} e~1.deavour to improv·e.'' - . - · 

"Y Oti will do ,veJl, for I cannot praise 
this specime1~ of your -performance ; ;J re: 
g~id much time spent in acquiring a: fine 
,}1-and, as time _exp::'.nded, that might b.~ .. bet­
t~t employed in more n1aterial studies, but 
a-g~od and legible hand every one should 
~1~cleavonr to acquire, for e·ven a very sen­
sible and pleasant subject n1ust lose 111any of 
~-ts points and beauties if the reader is oblig.:. 
ed to hesitate and ponder over every line 
=is he proceeds ; and no,v we are on the ~u b­
ject, your sister Amelia will oblige us with 
a letter, which, in the course of our reading, 

• ~:.,e met with this day ; it was ·written not 
less than an hundred and,. seventy years 
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~i.nte, by one ofthe n1ost informed men 0£ 

that. time, to his nephew." 

. Amelia immediately 1·eachecl the book, 

apd reac;,1 as• follows ; 

-
cc- lUY _DEAR COUSIN ,. 

f ' A letter of your's was lately dc1ivereci· 

to me ;. I made &hift to read the s11perscrip • 

tion, but with~n, I wondered what language 

it might be, in which it was wr.itten. A tJ 

first I thought it was Hebrew, or some of 

he•· dialects, and so went from the liver to 

the heart (from the right hand to the left) 

to read it, but l cou1d make not bing of it. 

Then I thought it might he the Chinese· 

language, and endeavoured to read the 

·words perpendicular, but the lin·es were so• 

crooked and ais-torted-, that no c.ol1crence 

could be ma-de. Gree_lt, I perceived it ,v,as 

not, nor Latin nor English, so, I gave it up 

for mere Gibberish, and your charac ~ers ,to 

be rather Hieroglyphics than letters. The 

,best is you· keep your lines at a goorl 'dis~ 

tance, like· those in .Chancery bills, which, 
, . 

as a clerk once said, were made so wide om 
I ' I ~ 

purpose, _ because t~e clients shC?ulcl have 

'1'-<lom eno.uglt to. tvallc between them . with­
B 6. 



out'Jostltng eaeh other. Yet this w'ic e~1esS· bad been excusable if your lines bad been 
straight, but they were full of strange turn­ings and windings. If you can write nc, · otherways, one may as· well endeavour to 
read your thoughts as you1• characters ., It is some excuse thcl:t you are .a youn-g be­gi1Jner, bLlt I pray let it appear in you11

· next ,vhat a . p.roficient yon are ; let me receive 
110 1nore Gibberish nor Hieroglyphics~ Lut · leo·i b le · letters · · so I remain vour . luvi no-b ' J ~ nncle, &c." · 

'' Indeed, marnma/' said Frederic, " I • ~hould be: very much ashamed to receive such a letter from my, uncle, but pray do the I-iebrews write , from their right hand to· their left?,,_ 
"They do, and the Chinese in perpendi ­cular colu1nns. Bnt, n1y dear Frederic, we 

1nust postpone this conversation for to-night, 
the clock has struck eight; it is time for you to · go to rest." 

So saying, lv1rs. Thornhill rose, and ac­
companied her youngeF children to their apart1P:ents._ 

The door ,vas no sooner closed than 
G eorge, rising, went to his sister, and tak-
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ing her hand~'"' my <lear An1elia? said he,. 
" I .entreat your pardon, I spoke to you 

1>-arshly, a~<l repeated the very fault I con­
demned in y0u; I instantly ,vas · sensible of 

nry er'ror1 and ,vonld have testi'fied it, but 

that I wished to divert my mot1'1er fro111 uri­
p)leasant reflections, by banishing the sub­

ject altogether." · 

Amelia threw her arms ar:nund her bro­
ther's neck, and sealed the requested pardon 

Ly a· cordial embrace. At' that moment 

i1 rs. Thornhill entered, but satisfied by 
their smites that an entire reconciliat1on bacr . 
taken place, sJ1e asked no questions, but 

passed the renrninder of the evening with· 
tbem in cheerful and-imstructiv.e conversa- . ' 

tion. 

CONVERSAT'ION II. .. r • 

i , ' I 

T h~ Employments began-Th.e Frudts ef Industry, or the ; 
Stranger at Hom e-Acco~nt of various Flowers. 

' 
ACCORDING to Mrs .. ThoFnhill~s wish, 

George immediately began to arrange the 

accounts relative to the estate; where. he 

was deficient, he profited by the instructions 



of hi·s worthy tutoT, M1·. P-ennant, and· by 
those of his mother. Amelia, on her parr, 
carefully obs~nz.ecl ~a.11 -- that relatec1 to the­
arrangement of the household, an.cl thoutgh­
she could not be expected to b.e a pr9frcient,. 
she was so -at.ten five ,that she soon began to 

· 
1 relieve her":rnother of part of her care." Their 
spare time the younger children appropri­
ated as had been -arranged, and so ass id u·ou~ 
was the · little Caroline, that lVIrs·, Thorn­
hill, as the spring advanced. ,vas obliged to• 

j call in, the recreation of planting a flower 
garden, to prevent a two _dose application. 

·One fine.. mor?ing Frederic, accompanied­
by his mother and sisters, George being 
e1;nployecl .-_,at -hi~- stud!es.,. ,_ s.~t. ou_t on , his 

,. planting scheme. Each carried a small bas-\ ) .. . . ket, containing divers seeds, while a skilful - .'\, 1 

' labou1:er attended with some garden tools .. l 

and young: trees, and pointed out the best 
~ ' spo'ts for the different sorts. 

, • ' ! ''" My dear mother,'' said Frederick, "you 
' promised 1ne · lo relate a story respecting 
, · planfipg, will you be-kind enough to tell it 

n.ow ?" 
" I think it will. be better defened till. ,_. 

. . 
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evening, as 110,v it will interfere with your 

business." 
H True, mannna; but you must not then 

Jorge t it.'' 
Adjoining the estate was a large tract of 

common land, in divers parts of which 

Frederic and his companions planted seeds 

, and young trees, at regular distances, that 

they 1night not injure each other, and after 

having passed three hours in healthy and 

1 pleasant occupation, they returned home. 

, ~ In the afternoon Frederic did not fail to 

remind .his . rnp_ther of the pro1nised story; 

.. ,and, all seated round the, fire, she began as 

follows : I• 

·· The Fruits of Industry,· or tl,e Stranger at Home.· 

_, ,c' Many years ago, a rich mercha11 t,. named 

Boston, having, through se,·ere losses, be-

- ,c:01!1.e a bankrupt, it afflicted him so deeply, 

that after resig·ning a11 to his creditors, he 

retired into the North of England.,_ to ,a 

sn1all estate which had been left to his ,vife,. 

ancl could neither be sold nor alienated from 

her. This estate consisted of a neat hou-se,. 

surrounded by a large tract of co1nmon land, 

the greater part of which was tincultivated~ 



ancl tlie whole not -of more tharr si-xty pounds 
yearly v~lue. lv1rs: Boston, with her young 
son, an i11fant of two years ol<l, accompa­
nied her husbrund, and was sooq established 
in her new dwelling. J\i"r. Boston, ,vho \Vas - • 
naturally industriot.1s, and fond of agricul-'­
tt.Jre, speedily, with a little assistance, ar-· 
ranged alh the land adjoining his house ; the best spots he appropriated to wheat 
and different seeds, but· for the large tract of forest land he was not sufficiently rich 
to attempt / clearin°· it for bearino· oTain --.:'.) . 0 b ' yet, disp1-easul with its naked and inhos-
pitable appearance, he resolved to cover it 
with trees. 

'' To effect this great •work, he devoted · all his spare time, and, ,vith the assistance ?f the only n1an he kept, in. five years suc­
ceeded in planting the bleak and dreclfy bill 
that faced bis house. The top he planted 
with pines, firs, beach and larch, well know­
ing nothing ebe ,vould succeed so well in 
sucb_a barre~1 soil; the sides- he appropriated 
to th-e ash, the elder, the wild cherry, and 
various others. The bottom, which was n1ore sheltered, he clo"athecl with hardy fruit 
trees and shnibs, ·whic_h be had no doubt, 



when grow'n, would greatly add to the con­
venience anJ beauty of his dwelling. As 
children are usually fond of imitating the 
actions of their elders, his little son Charles, 
as S0~11 as he could comprehend any thing,, 
took particular delight in making holes in 
the earth, and sticking in whatever seeds 

. he could procure. As soon as he ·was of a pro­
per age to discriminate, his father directed. 
-his judgment, suffered hi1n to plant clumps,, 
and rows of trees~ in d.ifferent parts of the 
ground,. and also between the fences here 
and there a single tree, which might not 
obstruct the growth of the grain., Happy 
in this active state, Mr. Boston neveT la­
.n1ented his· former ,veal th; he had sufficient 
to gratify all real ,-van ts, and wished no 
1nore. . At this period they recei·ved a visit 
fr01n l\'Ir. Boston's brother, who had long 
been establishrd in Jamaica, and was mas .. 
ter of a considerable plantation there. I-ie 
would faiu ha.ve persuaded hi•s brother to 
accompany him to the West-Indies, and 
endeavour to_ mend · his shattered _fortunest 
but his offer was declin ed with thanks, and 
he was 011, the point of returning alone, wheI_1,·-

I 



Mr. Boston ~was· seized with ai fever, which 
jn a fe,v -days terminated fatally. 

'' The elder Mr. Boston,in this ri1isfortune, 
however severely he felt it, acted like a . man 
of hum~nity and a Christian;· he smothered 
his own grief, and spoke consolation to the 
distressed ,vidow and her orphan son, then 
11ot eight years old, wpom he-offered t0 take 
,vith him, and adopt as his own. Mrs. Bos­
,on's grief, though severe, ·was soothed by 
the kindness of her brother-in-law, and 
though she loved her son, she was not weak 
enough to let her affection prevent what 
she concluded so essential to his future wel­
fare; she therefore consented he should a.c­
company his uncle, and in two 1nonths af. 

,, ter they sailed for the West-Indies. l 

" Charles speedily became a great fayo1;1-
, rite with Mr. Boston ; he wrote constanqy 
. to his mother, but ten years elapsed before 
· ]le saw mer; at that period he accompanied 
. . his uncle to Plymouth, at which place his 

affectionate_ rpotl1er awaited their arrival> 
·M_r . . ~o_sto;i having requested her to do so, 
a~ h~ could not spare time to take a journey 
to herd welling. You may more easily con­
ce~ve than I can describe the joy of this 



me6ting t Charles ·,vas grov,ing fast to man­
hood, and realised all bis tnothel"s fondest 
popes. " . Whatevei-- Charles 1C01l'si<lerecr as 
most rar"'e, he had selec'ted, and presented ,to 
her ,; his uncle also woul<j have forced 011 
:her a sum of n1oney, but that she ' declined, 
~affirming, she had more than sufficient to 
.. .supply all her wants. In short, after pass­
~i11g a : fortnight at Plymouth, lvir. Boston 
'.and his nephew reconducted her_thirty miles 

- \'.-on~ her way homeward, ·where, with many 
tears, they separated. From this period, 

.- twelve years more elapsed before they met 
again, and then at the san1e place ; for lVI r. 
B·oston ,vas now advanced in years, and 

:-could not bear to be separated fro1n his ne-
phew, who, as l~e had treated him with the 

"' ~curderness of a father, ·did noj; forget to re­
l p'ay the obligation with the duty of a son; 
~;however anxiously he wished to see, once 
; ·fnore, the pleasant haunts of his yduth; hf 
c,vhich he ha<l 110\V bu:t · an in1perfect ide~, 
,~having left the country' twenty-two years. · 
J Mrs. Boston was no,v somewhat , turned of 

fifty, but a life of peace and- retirement had 
preserved her strength unim-pai·ecl'. '_ - : 

"On !\Jr. Boston's return to J amaiea; the 
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infirmities of age came fast upon him-; he 
however lived twelve years, during: which 
period Charles married-, aad became' the fa .... 
ther of a son and daughter. 

" On Mr. Boston's death, Charles fo·und 
himself i11aster of the whole property, and 
a new tie of duty fixed him to the spot .. 
He ,vas not, however, ren1iss in his affection 
to his mother; he ,v1:ote constantly to het; 
and with the consent of his wife, when theil" 
young daughter Aune reached her fourth 
year, she was sent to England, and placed 
with her grandmother· for education. l\,fv.-' 
Boston's wife ,vas of a delicate constitution, • 
and though young, survived her uncle but 
five y"ears ; the· succeeding twelvemonth he 
experienced great losses at sea, and also fi·on1 
son1e ur.1ex})ected bankruptci·es that feU 
heavily upon him. Determined to redouble 
his industry, and redeem his loss, he in­
creased h,is trade, and consequently his ex­
pences; but the effort \Vas unavailing; three 
unprofitable years succeeded, and, to com­
plete his 1nisfortune, on the fourth, one of 
the hurricanes, to which the island is sub­
ject, entirely destroyed his expected crop, 
and left him nothing but ruin. and devas-
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tation. This las_t stroke cornplete<l 1\I r. Bos­
t911's dislike to the ,v. est Indies; he ho,v­
ever ~1:e the h1ow with resignation, and, 
embracing his son Charles, who ,vas no,v 
-~e~~nteen, he said 'the will of G ocl be done, 
r once thought _to have _rea)ised a handsome 
comp;etency.for yourself a9d sister, h-ut since· 
'tis otherways I submit, for the good that; 
is withheld l-IOW, ,vill as:;uredly come ano­
ther time.' In _this proper disposition,. to 
bear affliction with patience, 1\:lr. B.oston 
set: about disposing , of his plantation; in 
the_ .ruined state it then was, it sold for 
scarcely a third of.its value, and at the age· 
of-fifty, with grew hairs, n1uch experience, 
and three thousand poun<ls in his pocket, 
he. set out for the land of his nativity. I 
should tell you, that previ0us to this event, · 
he had written to his mother, not to state· 
the extent of his misfortune, but saying, 
that his business failing, he thought it better 
to collect what remained of his fortune, and 7 
return to England, an<l employ it in _the · 
best manner for the gervice 9f his chadren. 
Mrs. Boston's reply was such as might be 
,expected from a pious and affectionate mo­
ther; she. _said, she.was g:1:ieved at his losses; 



but th-at Go,d <lispbsed all fol' ·· the best; 
~he estate in E1igland, she was informed, : 
,_vas wo1:th far n1ore than it was some yearst 
back, and with care would be sufficiei1t fort 
the1n all; that, f.or,.herself, the i11firm:ities of 
age came fast upon her, for she ,vas now·• 
up,vards of seventy, and she should, in a.Ir 
probability, have the satisfaction of dying' 
in the arms of those she loved best. To 
conclude, she conjur&d him not to give ,:vay 
to unavailing sorrow, but to hasten home, as 
she was impatient, as ,vas her grand-daughter, · 
to embrace hirn and his son. 

" lvfr. Boston and Charles arrived safely 
in Englan~., and lost no time in reachin~· 
Cumberland. As they travelled in a post­
chaise, ·when they came within a few 1niles, , 
Mr. Boston, to whom the road ,vas now 
totally unknown, asked the post-boy if he · 
knew Mrs. Boston's house, on the heath. 
The lad replied in the afiirmati,·e, and driv.;. 
ing briskly on for some time, he at length , 
stopped, to open a gate that led to a long 
avenue. 'l\Iy good lad, you are surely 
wrong,' said 1\1 r. Boston, 'I well kne\v 
Heath I-louse many year~ ago, but the coun­
try round bore no similarity to this.' 'lVIay-



hap, ( Sir/ replied the boy, 'you have not 
been here ·since the road was turned; it has -. ~ - .. . -
IJ1ade a ,vonderful alteration ; the house4 is . ' 
ug·t abov~ a mile further.' 

,"' _I have noJ, indeed, been here more than 
forty ryears,' answered Mr. Boston, ' yet 
~ethinks I should remember something of 
the country. I 1·ecollect well a prod1gious 
hill, but that was bleak and barren. My 
father, I now recal to my memory, planted 
some shrubs, but they can never be grown 
to _ such s.tately trees as these. The house, 
too, was visible from every qHarter, but no 
dwelling is here to be seen.' 

" ' Lord bless you, Sir,' replied the boy, 
' f~:>rty years is a long ti-me; what the house 
was· then I don't know, but now it is like a 
bird's nest in ~ tnick hedge; you cannot see 
it till you are come close to it.' 

" The alteration was so great, that l\tir. 
B_oston could scarcely credit the evidence· 
of his eyes ; he, however, with his son, left 
the carriage,. and asking his 'fay, took the 
road do\vn a long avenue. As he passed 
forw~rd, a thousand fond remembrances 
r.ecur~ed to his memory; he no longer doubt­
ed .that the trees he saw were .of his father's 

• 
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p-1anting, when himself w·as ytt an infant, 
and · sporting by his side ; ~1e had also a 
recollection of his own gardening, but could 
bave no idea that the vvhole hart been ex­
tensive enough to transform a bleak and 
barren desert into a beautiful, though . in 
som_e places · an almost impenetrable forest. 

"At length, turning a covner, they caught 
a view of the dwelling-house: lVfr. Boston 
clasped his hands, and exclaimed,-' Ah ! 
it is indeed the shelter of my infant years! 
Gracious Providence ! in my }i fe-tirne have · 
all these tree~ grown; I remember them 
forty years _ago, but as sl1rubs of two OT 

three feet height, :ind never considered them . 
of the 1nagnitude, nor of a tenth of tbe 
number that they now appear to _be.' 

·" Fearful of alarming his mother, Mr. 
Boston sent his son, as a stranger, to· an­
nounce his arrival. I-le was intr.0duce<l to 
the good old lady, who was. reading wi~h 
her gr~md-daughter. On informing_ ber of 
his m·essage, she bid him draw near, and ex­
amining hin1 clrsely through her glasses, at 
length said-

. "Young man, your colour varies, and 
you appear more interested than a stranger 



would be in this business, give me your 
hand ; nay, it trclll oles; take, then, an old 
woman's blessing, for my heart whispers you 
ha\<·e a claim to it.' · 

"Charles sunk at her feet, at the same 
time· clasping his sister's band. Not one 
of the party for some minutes were able to 
speak, until l\rirs. Boston, at length, break-

. jng silence, excla.imecl,-' Let me sec my 
son, and my happiness will be complete!' 
l\Ir. Boston was in1mediately introduced, 
and a scei-ie, wbich on1y good children and 
tender parents cau properly estimate, took 
place. l\1r. Boston was delighted to see his 
nlother still in health, and in raptures at the 
improvement of his daughter, who, on her 
part, was wild with joy ; she em braced her 
grandmother, threw herself at her fath.er's 
feet, clasped her brother's neck, and, in short,. 
was many hours he fore she- \1vas rational in 
her transports. 

"The following day all ,rere mo1·e calm ; 
l\1 rs . .Boston •i 11formed her son., that since 
the news of his misfortunes, she had caused 
her estate to _ be vi'eweCT o/ a proficient in 
the business, and that she was informed, 
tl.at by cieari!1g some of the land from the 

C 
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trees, the expence of preparing the earth for 
grain would be repaid six fold by the sale 
of the timber, a great quantity of which was 
no,v approaching to fifty years' growth. 
This plan was speedily executed, and suc­
ceeded so well, that Mr. Boston soon after 
purchased son1e adjoining land, and enlarged 
his farm~ In short, not to weary you, in 
ten years l\ir Boston grew wealthy; he gave 
hrs daughter a respectable fortune on her 
marriage, and the family estate remained 
for his son, the value of which, at the pre­
sent period, with tbe additions made, js not 
less than one thousand pounds yearly. 

"l\1rs. Boston attained a great age, and 
clied universally lamented; l\1r. Boston died 
only a few years since, his children are yet 
both alive.'' .... 

"My dear mother," said Caroline, thro,:t­
ing her arms round lVlrs. Thon1hill, "though 
you have told the story so gravely, and 
0-eorge and Amelia have looked so sly, 
Frederic and I know you have been relat­
ing the history of our grandfather; your 
11a1ne was Anne Boiton, and our uncle lives 
at Heath-house, in Cumberland." 
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'" vVell, '' replied Mrs. Thornhill, "could 
i do better than relate a real fact? The 
story is not, I hope, the less ,velcome for 
being true." 

" No, surely," answered Frederic, "'it wi11 
only make 1ne long the more to visit my 
uncle." 

"You cannot now judge wha~ the estate 
was, ' even ,vhcn I first remember it, it is 
much extended by purchase; the house is 
enlarged and repaired, the heights of the 
hills are covered with t rees, the sides are 
~vhite over with sheep, tbe vallies are clothed 
with all the riches of harvest; in short it, ' 
is a terrestrial paradise. I hav·e seen my 
brotner look around with exulting gratitude, 
\vhile he said to his children-' All these 
blessings you owe to my father and grand­
father; imitate their example; all difficul­
ties · are rendered smooth by perseverance 
and ind us try.'" 

,~ I thank you madam," said Amelia> 
" your story is . worth a thousand fictions ; 
I have, indeed, heard it before, but never so 
n1inutely~"' 

" vV ell, I lqng for the weather to be s~t­
tled, that I may work at my flowet gardeJI,,. 

C 2 . 
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said Caroline; " tr~e
1
~ ar~\ indeed,._ v,ery 

useful, but flo~vers· are so· ~weet .and pretty,. 
that I am quite sa_tisfied vvith my _gar_dei1. 
I ha·,,e a1re?,<ly got several sorts" of tqlips, 
che~kered, and Guernsey ~lilies, crown im­
pe1:ia1, seeds of African ari.d £rench ·mari­
golds, some l?eautiful plants of tuberose, 
three auricula and four ranunculus." 

" The gardener will instruct you how 
to arrange them," replied Mrs. Thornhill. 
" Tulips are -natives of Turkey, and sold for 
astonishibg sums, sorn.e years ago, in Hol­
land and other places: they wer~ first brought 
to :england in the. sixteenth century. The 
modern taste for flowers, indeed, came from 
the~ East; the tuberose was ~rst brought 
fron1 the East Indies, during the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth. The auricula was intro- · 
duced by some vValloon merch~nts t~ Brus­
sels-; crown imperial was first known il'l 
Persia, and bro ugh~ from thence to Con-·· 

,,stantinople, and the·n to "Vienna; African 
and F~·ench marigolclii -a.re indigenous in 
South America. The checkered lily was 
introduced in our gardens in the sixteenth 
century, but the Guernsey lily ··was not 
known tiil· within the last hundred years, 

; 
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when a ship bound frmn Japan being wreck­
ed on that coast, some of the bulbs of the 
flo\ver being cast ash_ore, they took root 
and flourished there. The ranunculus was -
brought from the Levant so long since as 
the time of the crusades." 

"Thank you, mam1na; I ,rill endeavour 
to remember what you tell me." 

" Do so. But it grows late, you will re­
tire for this night; to-morrow evtning we 
will devise fresh amusement." 

" Ah, mamma, do let us tell stories; no­
thing can be rnore amusing,,, said Frede-. 
nc. 

' ",vith all my heart; but it wo:uld be 
u,njust that the· whole weight of story tell-­
ing should rest with George, ~melia, and 
me; we shc~mld undoubtedly expect Caro­
line and you· to perform your part." 

"Frederic " replied .his youn o- sister "I 
. ' ~ b ' 

,vill endeavour to recollect some I have 
heard or read, and you can do the same. n 

"You will oblige us," answered Mrs. 
Thornhill, kissing them, and bidding ther• 
good night. 
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CONVERSATION . III. 

,! 
ltoyal Justice, or .Anecdot; of King James the Fifth and 

Sir John Charters-A Lesson to teach.Humaniiy-Tlie 
.Mortified ll1usiciarz-Account ef a remarlcable ·C.liesnut 
Tree, near }_l,,Jount Etna-Eruption of the l\J0untain­
Filial Ajfe,:tion. 

. 'i. 

THE next day being rainy, the party 
were confined tO' the house, except George, 
who pursued his studies at Mr. Pennant's. 
Ame1ia not onJy assisted her mother in 
tea.ching her brother and sister, hut in su­
perintending the household; and it was only 
in_ the evening they had an opportunity for 
amusement. 

Collected round the drawiug-r0om fire, 
and conversing on various subjects, Frederic 
speed ily reminded his n1other of the pro .. 
1nised story. 

"My dear child," replied she, "Amelia 
wjll relate you an event which took place 
during the reign of J arnes the Fifth of Scot­
land. You will give me your opinion afte r­
wards." 

Amelia imn~ediately obeyed a11d bep-an. 



Rm;al Justice, or· .Anecdote ef King J anies the Fifth and 

Sir John Cltadersr 

King James the Fifth of Scotland, being 

on a progress into . the southern part of his 

dominions to quell insurrections and redress 

grievancies. On the n1al'.che.s, previous to 

his setting off from his castle of Sterling, 

an ancient widow, who lived on the wate;r 

pf Annandale, complained to him, that in a 

late incursion of the English into that 

country, they had carried off her only son 

and two cows, which were her sole support 

on earth ; that she immediately made com­

plaint to Sir John Charters, of A misfield,. 

warden of the west marches, informing him, 

that the party was then ravaging at a few 

miles distance, and praying him to send and- , 

retake her son and cows. She said, tha.,t 

Sir John not only refused her petition, but 

also treated her with the greatest rudeness 

and contempt. The king told her he 

should shortly be in Annandale, and direct-

ed her then to prefer her complaint to him : 

upon this the woman returned. home. In a , 

short time King James set out in his pro­

gress,, and when he arrived . at the head. of 

C ' 4. 



, ithsdale1 remembered the poo·r woman's complaint ; he therefore left the greatest 11u1nber of his guards and attendants behind him, and ad vancecl \\'ith gteat secresy to the village of _Duncow, where, disguising hims.elf and leaving all his attendants, except two·or three favourite followers, pro­ceeded toward the castle of Amisfield, the seat of the ,v.arden. ,vhen he came to the small brook near the house, he left all his suite, and proceeding alone to Amisfield­gate, rrquested the porter to tell Sir John Charters he came express to inform him of an inroad then making by the English. ·The porter was loth to disturb his master, saying he was gone to dinner, but tbe king, bribing him with a silver groat, he went, and returned with an answer, that Sir John was ·going to dinner, and would not be disturbed. 'fhe king bribed him again with two groats, <lesirsng him, at the same time, to tell his n1aster that the general safety depentled ·upon his immediately firing the beacons and alarming the country. Sir John, upon this second messao·e oTeW into a great rage b ' b 
' threatening to punish the importunate mes-senger for his temerity. Upon this the king, 
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\vith gold, prevailed with another serv.ant to 

go to Sir John and tell hin1 that the good 

111an of Ballangeigh had waited a consider­

able time at the gr1.te for admittance, but in 

vain : at the same time t11e king, throwing 

off the n1e-an garment that covered his rich 

attire, sounded his bugle horn for his atten­

dants to come up. Sir John, as soon as he 

had recei,,ed the thij;d rnessagr, came ifl a 

oTeat frio·ht to the kino- · who harslllv repri-
o O D' .1 

mandecl him for tj1c great abuse of the 

trust com,nitted to his charge, and at the 

san1e time comrnancied him to pay to tbe 

,vidow her loss teufo1cl ; adding, that i fher 

son was not ransomed within ten days, Sir 

John should be hanged, and, as a fr1rther 

token of his displeasure, he billeted upon 

him his ,vhole retinue, in number two thou­

sand knights and barons, obliging bim to 

find them provender during their stay at 

Annandale. This heavy expence involved 

the An1isfield family under great incum.: 

brances, which they never afterwards .could 

entirely throw ofE 
" Thank you, thank you my dear 

Amelia,'' said Caroline, '' I will read the 
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whole of this king's history when I grow 
older." 

'' And so will I," said Frederic, " I am 
glad Sir John was punished for his cruelty 
to the poor ,voman." 

"If it ta~ght him humanity," replied 
Mrs. Thornhill, " •it was cheaply purchased, 
for a man devoid of that virtue is an un­
,vorthy member of society, and a disgrace 
to his Creator. I{ing James undoubtedly 
made him feel, but if half his fortune was 
expended in support of the king~s company; 
he had stil1., I suppose, a sufnciency left, and 
his family was secure. While, on the con­
trary, with the widow all was desolation ; 
the support of her life was taken away in the 
cows, and the prop and comfort of her grey 
hairs in her only child. To have made Sir 
John suffer equally with the widow, it 
would have been necessary to take his 
whole fortune and fan1ily, and to have re­
turned a contemptuous answer to his com­
plaint ; by acting thus, the king would 
have clone justice, but he would have for­
gotten mercy, and rendered hin1self in some 
:measure as ·guilty as Sir John." 

( By going in disguise/' added George,, 
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" he entirely learned Sir John's character . · 

he found him difficult of access and unfeel­

ing to the sorrows of those beneath him.­

One might venture a good wager that he 

was more cautious in future of his conduct 

to suppliants," 
" I dare say he was,,., replied Amelia ; 

''I should suppose he looked very silly when 

he saw the king." 
" People usually do in a bad cause," re­

turned Mrs. Thornhill, " an approving 

conscience is a coat of ntail through which 

no mortal citrms can pierce. Constitution,, 

temper, education, and various otber cir .. 

cumstances, contribute to make men valiant 

or cowardly, but courage is ever the com­

panion of consci<_:n1s rectitude ; it supr.orts 

us on all occasions and through all calamities> 

and diffuses co1nfort even in the hour- of 

death." 
" Now we are on the subject of disguise,," 

said George, " I recollect a story that 

amused me, as it was a proper rebuke to, 

vanity ; with my mother's leave I will tell 

it you." 
Mrs. Thornhill bowed-assent and George 

began. 
C6 
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Tlte Mortified 11lusician, ur a Lesson fur Vanity: 

Doctor_ John Bull, professor of · n1usic; and kn_ighted by Queen Elizabeth for his great talents, being ill, requeste~l leave of absence, and travelled jncognito through France an'<l Germany. On his arrival at St. Omers, heariiJg of a famous niusician 1.Jelong1ng to the cathedral there, he appli­
ed himself as a novice to him to learn some-

-thing of bis faculty, and to see 'his works. After some discourse the musician conduct­
ed Doctor Bull to his music-room, where, 
among other pieces, he sht=:\ved him a lesson or song in fohy parts, saying, that it was so complete and full, -rtlrnt be drn11enged -the whole world to correct or add a single 
part. Doc tor Bull heard hi111 very com­
posedly, then sairl, that, with his leave, he 
would try what he could do, and for that _purpose requested pen, ink, and ruled pa­per, and to be left alone for two or three 
l1ours. This request was granted with great disdain by the musician, and Doctor Bull, 
in the appointed time, or less, added · forty more parts to the said lesson or song.--The 
musician being called in, viewed it, tried it 
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and retried it; · at length btfrst ·into an 
ecstasy, saying., that he who rna<le that ad­
dition w~s either a sup~rriatural po"Yer, or 
the great''Doc~or Bull., for no mortal e1se 
could have effected it. I should tell you 
that though the doctor's person· was un­
k1io,vn, his music was in universal estima­
tion. Bull then confesse.d the-deception he 
had used, and remained Io~g ·a visitor and 
friend to t11e niusician of Saint Omers. 

" The poor musician was indeed humi­
liated," said Amelia; "hut, to speak tru1y, 
I think doctor Bull's vanity was equal." 

" Your remark is just," said ivl rs. Thorn­
hill ; '' but we must consider them as rivals, 
each stri·ving -for pre-eminence, and 1nake 
aHowance accordingly." 

" As Frederic is lately become so fond of 
planting," said George, " I must give him 
an account of a chesnut tree in the vicinity 
of l\1ount Etna, that for size is the largest 
known. I must first observe that the ches­
nut tree is ca~efu1ly cultivated in the environs 
of the mountain, as the inhabitants carry on 
'a considerable trade for the wood, which 

1 
,> 
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they se-H for cask hoops, firing, and other 
uses. 

" This large tree, which is known in the 
country by the name of the _chesnut tree./01~ 
an hundred lw1·ses, is one hundred and sixty 
feet in circumference,. and quite hollow 
within, which, however, affects not its ver­
dure, for the chesnut-tree, like the willow, 
depends upon its bark for subsistence, and 
by age loses its ·internal part. As the cavity 
of this enormous mass is very considerable, 
the people have built an house within it, 
,vhere they have an oven for drying nuts, 
almonds and ch_esnuts. It has been thought 
by some that this tree was composed of a 
number of others grown together, but in ­
formed and learned travellers have been of 
a different opinion .. '' 

"Thank you my dear Georo·e H said 
' b ' Frederic ; " how I should like to see this 

prodigious tree." . 
" T~s prodigious tree, my qear child, 

as you justly call it," replied ]Vf rs. Thornhill, 
" is among the least of the wonders of 
that spot ; to kno,v the111 accurately requires 
time and great attention. I will, however, 
now· inforn1 you, that Etna is a fan1ous 
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burning 1nountain in Sicily, the largest in 
Europe ; its form is that of a cone, very 
broad at the base, and n1ore than forty 
miles in · circumference. From the botto1n 
you ascend ten leagues before you reach its 
summit on the south side, and on any of 
the other sides, the way not being so straight, 
,vould be considerably l.onger. The moun­
tain is entirely composed of the s_ub-, 
stances that have been discharged from the 
_volcano in its different explosions. Not 
less than seventy-seven cities, towns, and 
villages, are i,Cattered over the sides of Etna, 
and are said each to contain, on a moderate 
computation, one with another, from twelve 
to fifteen hundred persons~'" 

" I have frequently wondere,d, " said 
Amelia, " how the inhabitants in the vici­
nity can ever rest -in quiet. The dreadful 
eruptions, I think,_ would never be ab~ent 
from my memory, and nothing could force 
me to r,ernain on the spot.,,, 

" Custom, my dear child,, reconciles us to 
niany things, which on mere relation we 
should think. impossible. Suppose for a 
moment yourself born there, and surrounded 
\>y the same relatives that you now are, I 

3 
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an1 apt to beli~ve that· not the mountain, 
nor all its horrors, which are indeed dread- . 
fui, would force you. away, were yon ob1ig- _­
'ed to leave us behind.'' 

" l\tly · dear dek!r ~amma ! " exdaimed 
Amelia, -"yoi1 judge truly ; I indeed wouk~ 
rather share any ,danger, than leave those~ 
Jove to n1eet it 'alone.~' 

" You will a1so recol1ec·t, my 1ot,e, tIJat 
there are .usua1ly intervals of many years be­
tween ,"the eruptions. The country rouncf, 
in many .parts, is beau~iful and fertile, the 
air healthy, the forests nrnjestic, the pros­
pects delightful and picturesque. The ha'\,v­
thorn trees are of an irnn1ense size and re­
gular growth, the beeches appear like so 
1nany ramified pillars, apd the tufted__.. 

"'\ 

branches of the oak like close bushes, im-
penetrable to the sun ; _add to this, that 
every species of plants grow here with great 
luxuriance. " 

'' Now, n1y dear man1ma1 '' said Frederic, 
" I think I should like Yery ,vell to live 
there." 

"You can be no judge till, by reading, 
you are more acquainted with the spot. • 
Imagine how dreadful when an eruption 
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takes place; ·a - thick . and black smoke 
issues from the 1nountain, intermixed with 
flashes - of fire ; sometimes stones are cast 
out, and torten ts of boiling water, lava, or 
half vitrified solid matter, ashes, &c. burst 
from the n1ountain. Earthquakes and sub-

. terraneous thunder shake the earth, the 
lightning is tremendous, and the wind, , 
blowing a tetnpest, as_sists to spread the de-­
solation 1n all quatters," 

"Oh, rnan1rna, how horrible.!" interrupt- f 

ed Caroline. 
" Nor is this all ; . .. the overflowing of the 

mountain is so violent, that its ravages are 
Jerrible,-not, only tearing op trees, hurrying 
along even rocks and large stones, but, .by ; 

· its boiling heat, destroying all cultivation:, 
· add to this the d.isti·ess of the inhabitants, , 
the agonies of the parents for th~ir _childrem.'s , ~ 
safety, and the ·pangs the c_hildren .,must en- : · 

· dure for their parents." · 
"Oh, my dear mamma, I ca1~not bear to ' 

think of it," interrupted Caroline.· "I hope: 
. I shall eever go there ; though, like Amelia, 
l had rather live there with you, than any 
where else without you." 

'' I some years since, in company with 



your father, travelled through that eountry, 
and shall ever remember· the journey with 
pleasui·e, rui it contributed to my impro~e- . 
ment and the enlargement of 1ny ideas. I . 
visited the mountain with a mixture of awe 
and wonder, as a monument of the power 
of my Creator. Your father's observatio~~ 
instructed me ;_ he was curious in his re-

- searches, and I attended him in them." 
"But ,vas you not frightened, n1amma ?" 

.said Amelia. 
" 'J:here was nothing to call forth fear ; 

the weathe1· was fine, and all serene ; but 
had ,it been otherwise, think you not that 
God, who, to use the words of the Psahnist., 
spreadeth out the heavens like a curtain2 

and 'Walketh on the wings of the wind, a-t, 
whose voice the rvaters flee even unto the 
place lze hath appointidfor them ? Think 
you not, I repeat., that God could have pro­
tected us? Besides, ·what · could I consider 
myself, even in danger, more than number­
less others, however inferior in rank or for­
tune, ·when every immortal soul is of equal 
value in the sight of heaven." 

"My beloved mother, I will endeavour to 
think like you.," said Amelia. 



·,r: I am· natu.r-ally fearful,'' replied Mr~. 
Thornhill, " but reflection and habit ha·ve 

enabled me to conquer it; and I an1 thank­

ful that my terrors are always silent, for I 

know nothing more distressing than boister­

ous and intruding fear; it bewilders the 
thoughts of others, ~ncl communicates itself 

to · the weak-minded.--But come, 'tis past 

the hour to retire ; to-morrow night we can 
' renew our conversation." 

CONVERSATION IY. , 

The Friendsliip qf Animals-tlie Canada Gor;se and tke 
liouse Dog-the lfomane. Raven-tl,e Cat and the Le­
'fJerct-tlie Doe and the Cows. 

" MY dear n1anuna, '' said Frederic, " do 
you think that different animals can have a 
friendship for each other?'' . 

"Undoubtedly, if they have been brea 

together; but why that question ?'_, 
" Because myself and Caroline have for 

these two days been reading some accounts 

on the subject, and as we 3:re / to relate sto-­

nes n1 our turn, we resolved to reu,1ember 
them." 
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' "I ·shall be highly gratified · to hear them,· 
alS win, I dare say, your [ brother and sister ·;. 

· so-., Frederic, pTay oblige us.'' · 1 
Freaeric prepared · to obey; first say ing, · 

"An1elia, mamma, will tell you this s:to1;y 
, is not a fable, but well attested." 

cc It is," repiieJ Ame1ia. "It happened. 
at Little Grove, near East Barnet, and the 
account ,vas drawn up by l\1r. Fan_e ,villi•­
am Sharp, s0n to the gentleman to w ho~1 -
the animals b~longed, and inserted by him 
in his copy of ,villoughby's Ornithology." 

'' Thank you, sister, now I will relate it.' 

The Canada Goose and the I-louse IJ_og. 
" Tlre Canada geese are not fond of a 

poultry yard, but are rather of a rambling 
'disposition : one of these birds, however, 
,vas observed to· attach itself, in the strongest 
and most affectionate tnanner., to the house 
dog ; would never quit the kenne1, except 
for the purpose of feeding, when it would 
return again immediately. It always sa t 
by the dog> but never presumed to go into 
the kennel, except in rainy weather. , vhen- · 
ever the dog barked, the goose ·would cac­
kle, and run at the person she supposed t he 
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clog ~ .. ark~d ~_t, .a.ad !ry ts> .bite him by the 
h~~1s~ .,Spme\jq1~s. she ~\(Onld attempt to feed 
,vifh ·the dog, "but .thjs_ tl?~ dog~ who treated 
h_i_s, faithful coq1panion rather with indiffer-
eµGe, ,youid not _iuffer. , . 
, - '' This bird ~ould not go to· roost with 
the others -at· night, unless driven by main 
force ; and when, in the morning, she vras 
turned into the field, ~he would never stir 
from the yard gate, but sit there the whole 
day, in sight of tbe clog. At last, orders 
,vere given that she '.should be no longer 
mole~ted, but suffered to accompany the 
dog as she liked : being thus left to herself, 
she ran about the yard with him all night; 
and, what is particularly extraordinary, and 
can be well a ttesterl by the whole parish. 
·whenever the dog went out of the yard, and 
ran into the village, the goose always ac­
companied him, contriving to keep up with 
hin1 by the assistance of her wings, and in 
this ,vay of running an-cl flying, followed 
him all over the parish. · 

This extraordinary affection of the. goose 
towards the dog, which conti11ued ti!l his 
death, two years after it was first observed, 
is suppos.ecl to ha":e originated from his hav-
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ing accidentally saved her from a fox in the 
very moment of distress. ,vhile the dog 
was ill, the goose never quitted him day nor 
nig_ht, not even to feed ; and it ,vas appre­
hended that she would have been starYed to 
<lea th, had not order5 been given for a pan 
of corn to be set every day close to the ken­
nel. At this tin1e the goose genel'ally · sat 
in the kennel, and would not suffer any one 
tb approach it, except the person who 
brought the dog's or her own food. · The 
end of this faithful bird was 1nelancholy; 
for when the dog died, she would still keep 
possession of the kennel, and a new house 
dog being introduced., which, in size and co­
lour, resembled that lately lost, the poor 
goose was unhappily deceived, and going 
into the kennel as usual, the new inhabit>a.nt 
seized her by the throat, and killed her.''' 

" Alas, poor goose ! " said George, "she 
deserved a better fate ; in the anger of the 
moment, I believe I should have killed the 
dog, for being so little sensible of her value." 

"You would then have quarrelled with 
nature," replied lVIrs. Thornhill. " The 
friendship of brutes must be the work of 
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-time ; the dog n1erely considered the goose 
as an intruder, and treated her accordingly. 

· -A wonderful spirit of sociality in .the 
animal creation has frequently been remark­
ed, and I now recollect an example from the 

,Encyclopedia Britannica, which, as nearly 
as I can recollect, I will relate to you." 

"Oh, pray do, mamrna." 
.... 

· The Huma11c Raven. 

"In the year 1785, a gentleman, going 
into the Red Lion inn at Hungerford, his 

- chaise run over and sorely bruised the leg 
· of bi's Newfoundland , dog.--While examin­
ing the injury, and bathing the wound, a 
raven, which appertained to the people of 
the house, attended,- and was, apparently, 
a very concerned spectator. The dog's leg 

, dressed, he was tied up in the manger, 
where Ralph not only irnrnediately visited 
him, but fetched him bones, and. attended 
him with repeated marks of attention. The 
birds notice of the dog was so extraordinary, 
that the . gentleman questioned the ostler, 
wha,informed hi1n that the raven had been 
bred fron1 his pin-feather in . intimacy with 
a dog1 an.cl that the affe<;tion was . n1utual, 
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Ralph's poor dog, after some time, broke 
his leg, and during t_he long time he . was 
confined, his friend waited upon him con­
stantly, carrying him provisions, and scarce ... 
ly ever quitting him. One night, by acci-{ 
dent, the ostler had shut the stable door, 
and Ralph was deprived of the company o1 
his friend the whole night, but the ostle1 
found, in the morning, the bottom of the door 
so pec1ced, that, had it not been opened 
Ralph would, in another hour, hav~ n1adt 
himself an entrance. The gentleman then 
enquired of the people of the house, who 
confirmed the above account, with several 
other traits of kindness this bird had shewn 
to all dogs in general, but particularly to 
maimed or \Vou ndecl ones." 

"Now, though I have called this story 
the Humane Ra\·en, I do not suppose that 
this bird's attention arose from any other 
cause, tban tliat being accustomed to hi 
Jaine friend, e, ·ery other clog in that state 
approached nearer to the resem Glance, anJ 
claimed his cares accordingly. The a~fec­
tion old animals uca-r to younger onef . of 
a d1ffcre11 t species, ·1s of another kind; it 
usually ari cs from th.:ir being deprived of 
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their o,vn young, and 'other~ beiug suhst1-

t 11 ted in their. place. '" 

'' The stoTy I have to Felate;'' said Caro­

line, " will pro\·e what )"OU ·say, mamrna." 

",vell_then oblige u-s with it." 

Tl,e Cat a11d the Leverct. 

" A gentleman had -a little helpless Ieveret 

brought to him, which the servants fed 

with milk in a sp0on. About this same 

tin1e the cat kittene<l, and the young ones 

·were drowned and buried. Soon after, the 

young ha:re was lost, and supposed to be 

killed by ·s011.1e _dog ur cat ; however, in 

abo,ut a fortnight, as the master was sittino· 
. b 

one d~y 111 bis garden, he observed the cat, 

wi~h tail erect, trotting towards hi1n, call­

·in·g, with short complacent notes, such as 

tbf'y use towards their kittens, an<l some­

thing gamboling and friskihg after her, 

,~ hich proved to be the li ttlc leveret, which 

the cat had supported with her milk, and 

continued to nurture with great affection.'' 

" Thank you, my de-a r child,'' said l\!I rs .. 

Thornhill, as Caroline concluded ; ·' I am 
1) 
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<lelighted to hear you repea•t ,, so well, as Fre­
deric and you will no-\v . be able to furnish 
your portion of an1usement in our conver­
sations. Your story exemplifies what ,ve 
w·ere conversing of: the cat, deprived of 
her young, readily substituted a little help­
less animal, who, by easing her of her -n1ilk, 
claimed all her n1aternal care and affection, 

·'until she, in all probability, considered it a 
her own." 

" All animals love company," said George. 
" I have read that oxen and cows ·will not 
fatten by themselves, but will neglect the 
finest pas tu re, that is not recommended by _ 
society. The same propensity appears to be 
natural to all auima1s, I have read of a doe 
that was brought up fron1 a little fawn with 
a dairy of cows ; she went da.ily to the field 
with them, apcl returned at night. Tbc 
hou.5ehold dogs were in perfect friendship 
' ":ith her, but if strange dogs came by, a 
ch ace usually ensued; in which case the 
owner would smile to see his favourite se­
curely leading her pursuers over hedge, gate, 
and stile, till she reached her protectors, the 
cows, ·who, with fierce lowiugs and 1nenac-
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ing horns, · never failed to drive the assail­
uants out of the pasture." 

- &; The friendship of the doe and the 
cows,''- said 11 rs. Thornhill, " was formed 
from custom. Few grown animals will 
111.JLUe young ones. The doe was too insig-
11ificant to provoke the cows' anger, and her 
helplessness demanded their protection.-

' But enough for the present ; retire for to­
night; the weather promises fair for to­
morrow; I hope we shall have a long· walk." 

CONVERSATION V. 

The 1.1irtuous Villager-Tlie Instability ef Beauty- Tlte 
Comforts of Piety in Sickness-Thejluati11g Gardens of 
nf exico --On tlte Vice of Gluttony. 

THE morning proving fine, Frederic, 
·-after his lesson, was busily employed in his 
planting, and Caroline in her flower garde~, 

· until called to dinner ; after which, ,vith 
Atnelia, they accompanied · their n1other 
round the village, distributing their little 
presents of cloathing and books to the 1nost 
iuaustrious an_cl deserving. An air of more 
than usu~l -n1elancholy saddened the features 

. D 2 -
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of many of the cottagers, and the mono to .. 
nous tolling of the cl1urch bell arrested the 
attention of the whole party. .'' \Vho is 
dead?" saicl l\Irs. Thornhill, addressing an 
old woman, ,rho sat at her cloor spinning. 

" Patty ::\fartin, ·n1y lady," replied the old 
dan1e : " She was too good for this world, 
and heaven has taken her to itself; she was 
an angel even on earth, if meekness, ind us­
try, and piety, could make her one, and 
now she will reap the harvest of her good­
ness." 

"I knevv ber well," answered l\Irs. Thorn­
hill : " she deser\:e---d a11 you say: I thought 
her health was bad, but did not consider her 
so near her end." 

"Ah ! madam, you wereindeed Yery kind ; 
she did not forget you in her prayers : her 
poor old granurnother wiH sink to the grave 
wi-th dis tress ancl sorrow." 

'-' Not so I hope," replied 1\1rs. Thorn­
hill, '·' ·God will raise her friends, ,vho, 
though t·hey cannot compensate for the 
afieGtion of her grandchild, n1ay assist her 
in pe~u1~1ary n1:1.tters." .-ct 

" Patty ,vas so attentive, that the 1110£t 

Lender mother conld not ha\·c been more 
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' careful of lier child," continued the old wo­
n1an, "she was always at ·work, pinning, 

knitting, or sewing, and all her joy was to 

carry· the money to her aged parent, who 

sometimes \';ould be ready to weep at such 

proofs of tenderness, when Patty would 
throw her arrns round her neck, and kissing 

her poor wrinkled cheeks, say, ' Did not 
you· struggle for 1ne when I was a poor help­

less orphan ? and oug,ht l not to do the 

same for you, \Vhen, by your :1.ssistance, I 

l1ave become strong and able ?'" 
The young . pe?ple were n1o ved at this 

simple testimony of Patty's filial duty, nor 
did Mrs. Thornhill listen without, in so-me 

measure, participating their feelings, and 

turning to the woman that addressed them, 

she said, " Go to Goody lVIartin, comfort 

her the best in your power, and tell her, my 
children take upon themselves the ex­
pences of the funeral of her grandchild."· 

The old cottager im1nediately ,hastened to 
obey 1\1 rs. Thornhill's commands, while that 

lady, accompanied by her children, in si­

lence proceeded honJewards. 
The death of Patty l\1artin had made an 

)mpression on the youthful party, which 
D s 
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11 rs. Thornhill was not displeased to ob ... 
erve : " Life is an uncertain tenure," said 

she, " the young and the old fall indiscri­
minately ; in Patty's line of life there are , 
few girls ,vho are so well bred and intelli­
gent." 

" Indeed, 1namma," replied Amelia, " I 
know not when I have been so shocked. 
There is not one, in the whole village, 
whose loss I should so sincerely haYe la-
1nented." 

"And why so?,, demanded lVIrs. Thorn'." 
hill. 

" Because she was at once the best and 
the prettiest." 

" :God then, in his mercy and terirlerness, 
we 1nay judge, has called her early to her 
reward ; savid h er fron1 the struggles of \ 

life, and spared her the-temptations his wis-
dom foresaw she n1ight hereafter have to 
encounter. As to beauty, my children, jt 

.. is Sb transitory, so fading a flower, that it 
is not ·worth a thought ; a fit of sickness 
may perhaps destroy it, a fall, a burn, a cut, 
or numberless other accidents to which a11 
are subject. But suppose all these avoided, 
age will wrinkle the smoothe ·t brow, an/1 
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deaden the brighest eyes, and poor and fee ... 

bte indeed is_ that mind \vhich cannot meet 

the natural decay of time, unmoved, which 

possesses no resources within itself to sup­

ply the loss of the toilet, but, 1amenting the 
past, finds every hour of the present weari­
some. I am s-orry to say that I_ have seen 

some decayed beauties, in old age, using 

ev~ry art to conceal the devastation of time ; 

l have seen the fruitless task with regret, 

for, to a thinking mind, it 1nust inspire pity, 
·while, with the illiberal and malicious it in­

spires contempt and derision." 
"'My dear 1nother,. I am ashamed I men-

I 

tioned beauty.'' 
" And why so ? a good person is a desi ­

rable gift from our Creator, bu,t tl~:e man or 
,voman, who makes it the~ fi~'Ovobject of 

their consideration, is like the fool who de,.. 

corated his house on the outside, to be ad­

n1 ired by co~mon gazers, arid left it desti~ 

tute within of all comfort to himself, or sa­
tisfaction· to others." , , cl' - . 

" Oh, my motlier -! may: that never,_ ble 
1ne, ,, replied Amelia. ' - ' ~ , . -'_ · cl \ 

" I do not lfe-ar it," answered Mrs-. J11orn­
hill, " th~ death of poor Patty has ~rn.sensi,;, 

, D 4 -
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bly made us grave, and no,v recals to my 
n1ernory some letters which I took the trou­
ble to translate, a long time since, from tbe 
French, and which I will read to vou this 

,J 

evening." 
George soon after joining the party, they 

took their tea, after which, 1\tirs. ThorEhill 
fetched the promised translation. " You 
will observe,,, said she, " that two of these 
letters are from a young lady severely afflic­
ted, to an aged· ,1nd respectable friend. 
'1 here is also her reply ; when you have 
read those I will shew you two others." 

Amelia took them and read ~s follows~ 

LADY MARY n-- TO MRS. BEAUFORT . 

'' \Ve are returned to London, my dear 
fi)end, . on account of a trifling indisposi~ 
tion: (as 'tis thought) tbat has some time 
since. attacked me. Some days ago I \i\'as 
seized with so violent a pain in the breast, 
that I have 11<? language to express what I 
suffered ; since w11ich time it has retnrned 
periodically, both by day ancl by night. 
Tl.:ie physicians consider it as merely ner­
vous, and say, there is no room to apprebencl 
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clanger, but for n1ys-elf I consider it but as 

the harbinget of death. I have not express-

ed this opinion to any one but yourself, as 

some would consider me favtciful, and it 
·would nor fail to distress my father and 

n1other. To you, my friend, I confess the 

idea of approaching death is terrible ; 

young, aft1uent, and fJattered by the partia­

lity of rny friends ,vith possessing some per­

sonal advantages, I looked fonvar<l to a 

long life, during whi c-b I might innocently 

enjoy the gifts besto\ved upon me by my , , 

Creator; but the prospe,2t fades, and ju its 

stead a tomb appears the end of my deceit-

ful vision. To this consideration another 

1s added, 1nore worthy my si"tuation .; my 

~1eart is en1pty of good works, and ho~ shall 

T appear before a holy and just God ?. At 

;:his hour., my friend, give me proofs of 5,-otH 
true friendship, by your advice. Kee·p n1y; · 
fears a s.ecret from my cousin, 1who I hear . 

is with you. - "\Vhy should I \Vound her feel­

ings, while it can be avoided ; she is one of 

the strong holds which renders life dear to 

me. 
Adieu. 

D5 
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ANS"'ER. 
MRS. BE.AU FO'RT TO LA DY MARY :a--.. 

"MY BELOVED FRIEND, 
" I am sincerely grieved to hear of your ill health, but cannot conceive ·it in so dan­gerous -~ state as you imag-ine : I do not, however, consider the presentiment you speak of as the effect of weakness, but as the especial providence of God for your ·benefit. I an1 far from thinking you in danger, at you early age, from an attack ·which the physicians judge so slight, but to a Christian, death is never afar off: and they who die at sixteen, or at an hundred years, :. on a . retrospection will only have . lived· a -day, compared to the age of a blessed eter--pity. A-king of England, Edwa}·d, I be-- : lieve:, -supposed he heard a voice which ~-whispered in his ear,-'' Thou shalt die iJJ, :.$even. "-As the illusion went no further, : he .supposed he should die in seven days~ -_ a~d -prepared himself with as 1nuch care as : :the·· short time would permit. The time· . ::pas~ed, an-d death came not ; the king : therefore supposed it was seven months, a consideration that made him frve so that he .might ~e prep~red for death .. Seven months· 
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passed, his opinion then changed to seven 

years, but the in1pression ever remained, 

and rendered his life so exemp1ary., that he 

was regarded as a saint. Follow his example, 

my dear young friend ; begiY by examin­

ing, with the eye of reason and piety, your 

youth., your rank, your \Vealth, and all the 

advantages you possess. You will find 

them vain and frivolous ., and rea~ily con­

ceive that those· whom heaven calls early 

to itself are highly favoured, as they escape 

the temptations to which a longer-.ljfe is 

inevitably subject.. As to the enjoyments 

of the world, a1~e they to be placed in com­

petition to the flLtmberless blessings that 

a:wait the virtu~~s ?· To dwell for ever io ,the 

presence of 9ur wise and great Creator.,, to 

fear neither change nor ~lec;ay, to ~.e u,nited 

t o the host of angels and 9lesse~ ~pir,1ts 

escap~d fr.01n mortal b~n~l~ge, to n1.1h1g_~e 

with a society ,vhere no discor.<lantiP.ais:si~n~­

can enter, where grief is unknown, a~d joy 

eternal springs around ; joy w hichr1 the 

apostle assures us no mortalej"e can 'see, nor 

ear can. hear, nor heart conc~ive· the e;xtent 

of. Is this, .my dear child, a change ·to be 

feared ? snre1y not. But .,ypu I ha:v:e µone 
D 6; 

I 
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nothing, you say1 to merit the approbation 
of your C reator _; hasten then to earn that . 
glorious recornpence promised to the just ': 
submit, without munnur, to his will, re­
nounce delusi \"e pleasures for real ones,' and · 
you cannot fail to redeem the time you 
think mispent. 

"I flatter myself this letter will find your 
heal~h re-established ; but do not~ my love, 
forget~ that death is at some honr inevitable, 
as that thought is a safeguard against the 
fascincJ,,tions of the world. If your bealth · 
permits, give every morning and evening 
half an hour to serious consideration on that 
subject; raise your heart at all times to • 

, God, and trust in his support. Farewell, 
my love, let n1e conjure you to beware of 
melancholy and despair, as they will not fail 
to destroy both your body and n1ind ; re­
member, that the spirit of God is meekness~ 
love, and peace." 
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• I ._.., 

ANS\VER. 

LADY l\I.A.RY B .. : TO MRS. BEAUFORT. 

~ 

(Five weeks after the preceding.) 

'' lVIy sicki1ess is no longer supposed ima­
ginary; I waste daily ; I can no longer 
either eat or sleep, but I have no violent 
agonies. 0 h, my friend, return than ks to 
Goel, who has enabled me to conqu.er 1ny 
fears. Equally sensi b1e of my unworthiness, 
they are absorbed in the immensity of his 
divine mercy. A custom of raising my 

·soul to God has so fortified my mind, that 
his idea is ever present to strengthen, con­
sole, and support me, and diffuses a peace 
and happiness on my heart that is sure1y a 
foretaste of the joys of heaven. Yes, my 
friend, ,veak and sinful as I am, I long· for · 
the hour which is to unite me to my maker, ; 
n1y father and n1y God, to all eternity. 
Tears of joy fall from my eyes in pronounc­
ing the words that heretofore appeared so 
dreadful to me. I-low shall I testify n1y 
gratitude to my God for his mercies to me? • 
Ah ! receive the atonement of my blessed 
Saviour, accept the patience and re:,igna-



tion thou enab-l~.S\.nie to exert, accept the 
death of this mo1:-tal body, let it be food 
for worms, let the dust- return to its native 
dust, but thou, oh my Creator! receive and 
preser've my soul ~ 

" I am surrounded by physicians, but I 
feel their arts are useless, but duty to hea­
ven and to my parents oblige me to yield 

, to their prescriptions, and I willingly obey.,,-

" Oh, n1y dear mother," said Amelia, 
laying down the letter,, " death to sucl1 a 
mind can indeed convey no qreadful idea.""" 

" Surely not; ,ve feel no 1:eluctance here­
to receive rewa1:ds ,ve have justly earn~d, 
and ought we to feel more to receive one· 
that is to last to aH eternity ? Let us there­
fore, my beloved children,, live in a manner 
to merit thi-s reward;· we shall then be pre-. 
pared to die, whell it shall please God to 
call us.'' 

" I think, n1adarn,~' said G·eorge.,, " you· 
said yoµ had two 111ore letters ;. may we· 
not be favo1.,ued with them ?:" 

"'-'\iVillingly, to-morrow night ; · for the 
present we will. defer them.. An air of me- -
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lancholy appears to hang over our whole 
party." 

" I ncleed, my dear rnamma, » said Caro .. 
line, " I long to hear if that good Lady 
lvlary got well ; for though she might be 
happy to die and go to heaven, yet her poor 
father and mother must be very sorry to. 
lose her.,~ 

"iVIy sweet gii:1," replied Mrs. Thornhill, 
" you judge truly ; the death of the virtu­
ous, however glorious to themselves, is se­
verely distressing to their surviving friends. 
But come, we will no,v, if you please, 
change the subject, and claim from George 
whatever he may chuse to oblige us with.'' 

" This day," answered George, " I have 
been reading the eventful history of Mexico, 
·which, as hereafter Frederic and Caroline 
,vill undoubtedly be well accquainted with, 
I shall confine myself to an account of their 
floating gardens. When the lVI exicans ,vere 
brought under subjection to the Colhuan. 
and J epanecan nations, and confined to the 
small islands on the Lake of l\1exico, they 
ceased for some years to cultivate the land, 
till necessity and industry together taugh.t 
them to form moveable fields and gardens, 

3_ 



which floated on the waters of the lake. 
The method which they pursu@d to n1ake 

t1wm, and which they still practise, is ex­

tremely simple ; they plat and twist wil­
lows, the roots of n1arsh plants, and other 

1naterials together, wbich are light, but 

capable of supporting the earth of the gar­

den, firmly united. Upon this foundation, 
they lay the light bushes which float on the 

lake, and over all the mud artd dirt which 
they draw up from the bottom of the same 

lake. Their regular figure is quadrangular, 

their length and bread th various, but gene­

rally they are about eight perches long, and 

not more than a foot elevation above the 

surface of the water. Those were the first 

fields wh~ch the l\Iexicans owned after the 

foundation of l\Iexico ; there they first cul­

tivated the n1aize, great pepper, and other 

plan ts necessary for their support. In pro­

gress of time, as these fields became nu mer­

ous, from the industry of the people, there 

we~·e among then1 gardens of flowers and 

odoriferous plants, which were employed in 

the worship of their gods, and served for 

the recreation of the nobles. At present 
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tliey cultivate flowers, and every sort of 

garden herbs upon them. 

" Every <lay at sun-rise innu1:1erable ves­

se1s, loaded with various kinds of flowers 

and herbs, ,vhich are cultivated in these gar­

dens, are seen arriving by the canal at the 

great 1narket place of that capital. All 
plants thrive there su·rprisingly, as the 111ud 

of the lake is an extremely fertile soil, and 

requires no ,vater from the clouds. In the 

largest. gardens there js commonly a little 

-tree, and even a small hut, to shelter the .,,. 

cultivator, and defend him from the rain or 

the sun. When the owner of a garden, or 

the Chinan1pa, as he is usually called, wishes 

to change his habitation, to remove from a 

disagreeable neighbour, or to be nearer to 

his own fan1ily, he gets into his little vessel, 

and by his own strength alone, if the garden 

is ~ma 11, or with the assistance of others if it 

be· large, he tows it after him, and conducts 

it wherever he pleases, ·with the little tree 
' 

and tl1e hut upon it. 

"That part of the lake where the float-­

ing gardens are is a place of. i,nfinite recrea­

tioni where the senses receive the highest 

gratification possible." 
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' 111ank you, George," said Frederic;._,.., 

H I think the appearance of these gardens 
n1ust be beautiful, and the Mexicans very 
indt1strious to make them." 

" They were, indeed,'' replied Mrs.,. 
Thornhill; " but necessity frequently fur­
nishes us with ingenuity ,ve should not 
otherwise possess. Ease and affiuence ate 
apt to deaden the faculties,, while necessity 
and want usually - call forth the dormant 
sparks of genius." 

"lVIr, Pennant made an observation, 
son1e days since," said Georgei ?1-· 'f.It was 
ti1at great eaters were wsually stupid!"' 

"I believe the remark is just. A certain 
quantity of food, accotding to the age or 
strength, is necessary to every one-; those 
who are too feeble or sickly to eat the ne­
cessary proportioi1, are generally of a weak - -

_ ly constitution : those who greatly exceed 
_it,, ':on the contrary, · distend their bowels, 
and become in tin1e dull and lethargic, and 
I kno,v no character 111ore justly despised 
than a mere g1utton ; · 1:he vice is so detest­
able that it could not even-secure a crowned 
head from-- der,isi•dn. The ·' person I allude • 
to was one of our Danish kings, na1ned 



Har<likanute, aud called in l1istory, 1·acca 
de po1rco, which means sn ine'~ mouth.. His 
tables were covered four times a day with 
the n1ost costly viands th.at either the air, 
sea, or land could furnish ; and as he lived 
he died, for revelling at a wedding banquet 
at La1nbeth, he fell down and expired. His 
death was so welco1ne to his subjects, that 
they celebrated the day with sports and 
pastimes, calling it hock-tide, which signi­
fied sco-rn and contempt. With this king 
ended the reign of the Danes in England." 

" Fron1 what I have read," said George, , 
"voracity of appetite, in some constitutions, 
arises from disease, and is as curable as 
other ma1adies. But for habitual gluttons, 
they may be reckoned monsters in nature, 
and deemed in a 1nanner punishable for 
endeavouring to bring a famine into thy 
place ,vhere they dwell, for which 1:easo.11, 
n1any think king James the first in the right, 
·when a man being presented to him,. who 
said he could eat a whole sheep at one meal, 
the king coldly asked v~hat e1se he could,c:lo. 
more than another 1nan ?- And being an .. _ 
swered he could not do so much.-" Hang· · 
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him t11en "said the kino- · '' for-it is unfit a ' b ' man should live, who eats as n1ucb as t\ven-
ty 111en, and canno~ do so rn uch labour as 
one.,,. 

"The king's answer ,vas perfectly just," 
returned lvirs. Thornhill; "nqt that I think 
the vice merits death, nor do I suppose the 
king:seriolH,ly rneant it; but surely sucl~ a 
,,vretch ought to be fed with tf!e beasts he 
most resembl~s, and take quantity instead 
of quality of food. But we have insensibly 
stolen far beyond our usual hour ; good 
night, my children." 

f 

CONVERSATION VI. 

.Exemplary Death-A11ecdote of one ef the.first Printers­
-The Jolly ef a belief in "fVitckc~aft. 

IN the evening, all ,being met, Amelia 
said, " 1\tfy dear 1nother, I beg to remind 
you of the two letters you promised to shew 
us this evening." 

"vVillingly, my love-reacl and rerne1nber 
them ; they a.re laid ,ready for your perusal ; 
you will observe the first is written after La­

l 
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dy l\Iary's µeath by her mother, and these­
cond was inclosed in it." 

THE COUNTESS OF B-­

BEA U FORT . 

TO 1\1 RS . 

~ "I can find no alleviation to my loss but 

in dwelling upon it, and retracing every ,cir­
cumstance that concei'ns my child-my 
child did I say ?-ah rather a saint-an ~n­
ge1 • .:_ The physicians attribute-her death to 

an inward abscess, for she has ha<l no out­
,varcl appearance_, no fe~·er but for the three 
last days of her life, though I am con v-inced 

she has suffered internaliy for several months. 

A short time before her death she wrote the 

letter which I inclose to you, but forbid her 
atten_dant to awake 1ne, as it was ~n the 
night. Finding her however in a-state that 
alarmed her, she caused me to be called at 

five in the morning, at which time I found 
the patient sufferer seat~d uprig;ht in her 
bed, for the oppression of her breath would 
not suffer her to lay down . . Her features, 
as usual, expressed the 1nildest resignation, 

a nd holding out her hand, she said, with a 

smile,-' If my dear mother lb,ves me, £he 
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,vi'll not rende1; my last moments painful by 
her grief-I only leave her for my God.' 
She raised her eyes for a few moments to 
heaven, then kissing my hand, she conti­
nued, ' we shall soon 1neet again, no more to 
part.' I had ord·ered the physicians to be 
called ; they informed n1y lord, that art was 
ineffectual, and that she could live but a 
short time. He approached the bed with 
assumed courage, but his spirits could not 
support the sight, and he burst into tears. 
'Blessed Lord,' exclaimed the dying saint, 
'support and comfort my parents, and 
teach me to bear this pang, which is far 
tnore bitter than dtatl;. Oh, my dear father 
and mother, take pity on your child, tear 
not her heart, by shewing the sensibility of 
yours ; suffer n1e to devote my last moments 
to God ; cease to em bitter the satisfaction 
that would otherwise hang on my heart. 
Call, I entreat you, the chaplain, and let 
hi1n pray.' The good old man was i1]1medi- . 
ately sent for, and after having prayed by 
her some time left her with wonder and ad­
miration. 

" She next requested the servants of the 
house to be admitted into her chamber. 
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They entered, weeping bitterly, for the dear 
child was idolized among them for her gen­
tleness and hu1nanity; she thanked then1 
for the repeated prorofs of attention they had 
given her, and requested then1 to forgive 
any vexation she had occasioned them; she 
then, with great energy, considering her 
weakness, exhorted them to remem~er the 
brevity of human 1ife, and the necessity of 
preparing for death: entreated their prayers 
in her last 1n01nents, and concluded by re­
questing me to cli5tribute what n1oney she 
had by her among them. The poor people 
could not restrain their cries and tears; 
Mary entreated them to be silent, and spoke 
of eternal happiness with such apparent 
pleasure, that all became hushed, as fearful 
of losing a word. She then dismissed them, 
after which she softly ejaculated, 'Qh, my 
Lord and Saviour, suffer thy servant to de 
part in peace;' after this she ren1ained a long 
time silent, then apparently ~lept, but the 
wocds of the Canticles were truly applicable 
to her, 'I sleep, but my heqrt waketh :' for 
several times, as she dosed, she raised her 
hands to heaven, ·while her lips articulately 
pronouced words of faith, hope, and love. 



Her attendant informed me, that for tbe 
last six \veel~s, she· had been constantly in 
prayer, whenever she cou1d fi1id occasioni 

spoke of her death as certain,. and of her 

, anxious desire to see her .Creator. vVhen 
she awoke,. she said, 'I suffer greatly, but 
n1y blessed Sa-viour snffe_red far more for 
me ; he was stretched on the cross, and I 
am gently laid upon a bed ; his pains met 
,vith .s~orn and derision, n1ine are sootl1ed 
by kindness and attention. There is, hovl­
ever, some similarity; like him I see my 

• I • 

tender -n1otber by my side; ob, my b_eloved 
pare11t, .~;x.ert yours~1f, and follow the ex­
~n1ple of l\1ary, by resigning your child 

\ - . ' 

,\Tith fortitude.' She then again remained .. 
silent for a considera9le ti_i11e, but at length 

sai~ sbe wished to be gr~tified_in fourt~ings: 

the: ··Ars·t ,vas, that he·r f~tber and myself 

,vould gtye her ' ou1: bl_e'ssing and then re­

t}l~e 1;1:1 q1e s~?qnd ,,:as, · tl~at py~ye1; might ·be 
continued to her, in a. loud voi~e, as long as 
, r , I , -

sheJ1a.,d any a,ppearance of Efr; the third, 
' 'J ,1~1, I • .; ~ :i 

thq,,t h~r bocfy-tnio·ht remain 'llntoi1chccl, after 
,I' ltr It , 0 

death, :al);<l be ir1terred in the habiliments she 
I • • l, • , ~ •, • l \, ' 

· then wore; the fourth, that her funeral 
might he as · plain .and priv~te as possible, 

'I, ,l •• 
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and the usual StJm ex_pended on .those occa­
sions given to the p_oor. I pr-0_mised all but 
leaving her, but was obliged to suffer a bed to be placed by her side, on which I lay 
down to satjsfy her. - Sbe passed the ensu­
ing night and the day following· in great 
agonies, and on the second night lost the 
power of speech; -she, however, recovered it 
Jiome hours after, when she said, 'my sight 
fails me-eternity approaches-ob, how mr 
soul languishes to m-eet its Creator.' Such 
,vere the last words she-uttered, but her senses 
remained perfect to the last, as she tes­
t ified by _pressing ours hands in answer· t<, 
what was said ; her breath had insensibly 
s-bortened,. but -a few n1inutes before her 

· <leath her features suckl-enly became .reani­
mated; she raised her ha1~ds to heaven, and 
ex pired with them clasped in prayer. .My 
:first emotion, can you believe it? was not 
grief, but respect and admira~ion. I threw 
myself on my knees, my arm_s extended, ~& 
,if to follow _my c~ild. My eyes shed no 
tears, my heart was calm ; in the enthusiasm 

' 'Of the moment I could almost have fancied 
I saw her received into the mansions of the -
blessed, and, a1nidst the rapttue that sur­E ~ 
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~ounded her, entreating consolation'. fur her 
surviving parents-happy moment-it, alas! 
soon vanished ; my eyes fell on the senseless 
body of my child, and n1ade 1ne feel the 
,veight of my n1isfortune. Death, which 
usually imprints the features ·with something 
terrible to the beholder, had respected those 
of my beloved l\Iary, for never did she ap­
pear so beautiful as at this n1oment; me­
thought I was not worthy to salute the body 
that had contained /SO angelic a spirit, but 
holding her hands in inine, I bathed the1n 
,vith my tears. J\f y lord at length forced 
me fron1 the spot where all my joys appeared 
to have taken flight, nor have I since seen 
her; her remains· are however still with us, 
and I hope before she is concealed from n1e 
for ever, once more to em brace her. '\,Veep 
with me, my fl,ear friend; my loss can never 
be estimated." 

Mrs. Thornhill was pleased at the impres­
sion this• letter had made on the young au­
ditors, who were all ·weeping-" Come, u 

said she, " we have nearly concluded this 
serious subject, I hope it will make a lasting 
impression, for sorrow is frequently n1ore 
profitable than joy. The only letter that 
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remains is short ; it was inclose<l in that of 
the Countess of B--, and ,vas the last 
Lady Mary wrote.,, 

LADY MARY .B-TO MRS. BEAUFORT .. 

"MY DEAR FRIEND, 
"When you read these lines I shall have 

ceased to exist but in the rememLrance of 
those who loved me. I die in full confidence 
of the n1ercy of my Creator, and trust in 
the merits of 1ny Saviour. Dear and sin­
cere friend, you first taught me to serve ancl 
love him, and to· your advice and example 

, 

I shall owe my eternal salvation. Tell my 
heloved cousin how dearly I have loved her, 
but tell her also, that at the hour of death 
all wordly pleasures appear as dross, and the 
only comfort is, what ,ve have done praise­
,vorthy in the sight of God. Adieu, n1y , 
friend, for this life; we shall meet in heaven. 

- l\.1A n, v B-:--. " . --
" \1/ ell, n1y children, such a death can 

only be dreadful to the survivers, and even 
to those it must, ,vhen the first en1otions of 
grief are speut, afford the rapturous conso .. 

Etz 
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lation, that oi\cf of,"our friehd& are addfld tC> 
the heavenly dhoi.r. -But ,come, ,Geonge, 
what have V@U to c·ontribute to our, 1.conveI'-., - , ~sation this evening?,., :.: . · . ,., - •·1 

"I have this•d-ay bee11 's01newhat amu~­
ed, '' rep Tied George, "-by an account of 
one of the first printei's, ,vhose skill had 
nearly brought him into a very un,p1easan; 
dilemma.,, 

" Oh! pray relate it, brother," said Fre­
deric. 

"A citizen of 1lentz, whose na1ne was 
Fust, or Faustus, was one of the earliest 
printers, but had the pol,icy to conceal J1is 
art, and in partnership with Peter Schoeffer, 
having in the year 1462 printed off a con­
siderable number of copies -of the Bi-ble, to 
in1itate those which were sold i.n 1nanuscript, 
Fust und~rtook the sale of then1 i.n. Paris, 
'\\rhere the art of printing· ,vas then unknown. 
At fitst he sold his copies for so high a sum 
as five and six hundred crowns, the price 
usual~y demanded by the Scribes. - 1-Ie af­
terwards lowered his p•rice to sixty· cro,vns, 
which ,created un_iversal astonish.n1eht; but 
wben ·he prodµced copies as fast as they 
w ene - .,itt'ctn ted, ,:_;and :low·eret:r tlie- -price to 
thirty orowns, all Paris was p.gitated. The 
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at1ffomnity 0£ th~ copies,, when-co~pareel, 
1-hi.cnmsed the wonder, and information was 
-g~iven- unto the_ poHce ~gainst him, as a m~-

- gician ;: his loogings-· wei:e searched, and a 
great, nu-mqer of copies being found, they 
wer-e sei~·ed. Tbe red ink with which they . 
w~ie em_be1lished- wa~ said to be his. blood., 
and no doubt was- iµade but that he held 
€Ommuni.cation wit~ evil spirits. F ortu-
1iately for hi1J1' l}e fqund. n1eans to escape, 
OF most probably 4~· would have shared the · 
J'ate 0£ th0~€ ·whom ignorant and supersti­
tioµs judges' condemned, in tho~e days, for 
witchcraft.,,. · 

' 
" Dear brother,,,. said Caro'fine, "how 

,, wicked to kill people for their ingenuity,." 
"' It was rather weakness · than ~le~ig·n,ecl 

,wickedness," repljed George: "in _those. un­
enlightened days, whatever was not pfoperly 
unders,tood ·was attributed to witcheraft, 

,. I .i. 

and genius, instead of reward, w·as fre~ 
· quently punished with def th. Thy. _?,ld-

. est ~xclusive privilege known for pri~~ing 
books was _granted i:n the year 1490, by 
Henry, Biship. of Bain.bury. The fjrs.t prfn.'ters 
~old th~ books they· printed; but ~ca;talogues 
of books were not used till' the sixt'eenth 

. _, E' - }. ·' I J , 
~-, .. :· i 
..,... .. I • ,., \. '~• . ,,~ 1 (1! ~ 

# l I ,, - •• i, I ' • 

f 
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century. The first printing·press ever known in England wa~ erected in the alinonry of "\Vestminster-Abbey, in the year 1474, by Willian1 Caxton, who was probably encou­raged by · the abbot, Thon1as Milling, who wa$ a man of great learning. The first book p1·inted in thi~ Kingdom was a trea­tise on the game of chess." 

"Statues and monuments have -been. erecte~ to heroes and great men of all de .. 11C?n1i nations,'' i5aid Amelia; '' were I to erect one, it should be to the inventor of the poble art of printing; for who can have deserved n1ore of mankind ?" 
" Perhaps no on·e," replted Mrs. Thorn­l1ill, "but may we not call every book that i-s printed a 1nonurnent of his ingenuity? a n1onument that can . never decay. Statues a rid pillars 111ay moulder into ·dust, and the world grow regardless to renew them, as the a rdour for the great· deeds of the persons for who1n they were founded is deadened by accumulating ages, but books of merit \vill be renewed to all periods of time ; and . })aper, the most fragi·le of all materials, ye~ proves the most 1as6ng n1onumcnt to trans-, 

' 
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mit to posterity, ,vhat we owe to the inven-

tor of printing." . 
"That the uninformed multitude should 

attach the idea of witchcraft to printing, 

does not appear strange to me," said George, 

"as it must so entirely surpass all their 

thoughts could conceive of the art ; and 

savages to this day frequently form the 

same judgment of our thoughts ueing con­

veyed by writing to each other on paper. 

But that the supposition of magic should 

ever extend itself to insignificant objects 

appears most strange, particularly when men 

of knowledge gave openly into it.-1 will 
relate you an instance of this, which I thiBk 

will make you smile :-Cbarles Gustavus, 

the successor of Christiana, of Sweden, at 
the siege of Prague, had a boor of a 1nost 

ferocious appearance introduced to him, 

w·ho offered to entertain his n1ajesty by de­

vouring a whole hog of one hundred weigh_t 
in his presence. The old General I(onigs­

n1arc, who stood by the king's side, and 

who, soldier as he ,v-as, had not got rid of 

the prejndices of his childhood, hinted to his 

royal ·master that the fellow ,v-as undoubt­

edly a 1nagician, and ought to be burnt as 
E4 



such. Irritated at the ren1ark, • Sir-e, ,_ saicl the fellow, 'if your majesty will but 1nake that old gent1erna~ take off his sword a~d 
}1is spur~ t .will -.~t-.hQund to eat him, be­fore I begin the ·hog:' General Konig~marc, who had, at the head of a body of Swedes, performed wonders of valour against the .Austrians, and --was looked upon as one of the· br.avest men-_of the age, could not stan~<l this· proposal, especially as it was accompa­nied by a most- hedious and preternatural expansion of the frightful peasant's jaws.­Without uttering a word, the veteran sud­clenly .:turned round, ran out of the court, and : thought_ himself not safe nntil he ar­rive£ at · his quarters, where he remained twenty-four hours locked up securely, be­fore ::b.e got rid of the panic that had so se ,., verely affected him.'i 
", I think with George,n said lVIrs. Thron­hill, _" ~that nothing less than · a be-lief 'in magic could influence a man to act so . idi­culously; yet, while we condetnn his vveak-11ess, we rnust pity the ignorance of the ·times that sanctioned such folly.~But enough fot this night-Frederic and Caro• .line .will furnish us ,vith s01ne su hjec t for t o~ 

morrQ\V." 
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CONVERSATION VII. 

The Rocks of .Anderbach-Tlu/Advantage of reading Tra• 
• 'vels-On ~e~ding History-Character ef Henr:y, Princll 

ef Wales_;· Son ef King Jamt:s the First-Account ef 
' Henry the Fourtlt ef France-

~· "lVIY dear chil9ren," · said Mrs. Thorn­
hill, "Amelia has this day _read to .me an 

_ account of a natural monument in Germany, 
which, I thinlt so curious, that I have re-­

, quested her to oblige you with it." 
" Oh ! dear s.ister, , pray begin," said Fre­

deric .. 
'-'· Willing1y"-The rocks of Anderbach 

stand in Bohemia, in the midst of the vil­
lage of Anderbac.h, belonging to the Counts 
of Ko]owrath, not far fro-m Trautenau, at 
the foot of the Riesengebirge, and near the 
frontier of :Silicia. 

This forest _qf rocks is perceived at a great 
distance, · and 1~esembles al) army of giants 
arranged on an immense plain ; and prbba- • 
bly the Riesengebirge, or mountains of 
giants, which skirt jt, receive their. name 
from this appearance. The groups . are in ... 
numerable; each .column is detached, though 
by such ~mall jnterval~ that a man- can 

E5 
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hardly pass between. They are generally 
square or triangular, and from one to two 

_ hundred feet high. The ground they cover 
is near three miles in circumference, and the 
labyrinth is impassible without guides. 

The substance of these rocks is a sandy 
vitrifiable stone, very soft, and almost fria-. I ble, when wet, being an i·mperfect kind of 
filtering-stone. They powerfully attract the 
moisture of the atmostphere, and the return­
ing sun causing it to exude, the winding 
paths are 1nostly filled with ·small _rills of the 
clearest water, filtered through the rocks. 

It is probable that these singular columns 
·were once the in tern al supporters of a moun­
tain gradually wasted 6y teinpests and tor-
1·ents; and they the·mselves slowly melt into 
sand ; the water sometimes corroding the 
base, so that a vast colu1nn · will stand on a 
pivot of a cubic foot. In the i1~teriorparts 
of the labyrinth the force of thG torrents 
has'. occasioned most picturesque scenes, by 
trees launched into abysses and other ,vrecks 
of nature. The rocks of Anderbach are 
t11e ske1eton of a n1ountain; and, on pro­
ceedi1~g through them, one finds oneself up­
on a ,part of the mountain covered with fo-



rests, but the degradation of which has be­

gun; so that the in tcrcsting scene of the 

demolition of a mountain, by the mighty 

hand" of nature, here -presents itself to the 

eye, and in a thousand years perhaps the 

scene may terminate in a sandy hill. 

The temperature of this gigantic temple 

is uniform; fresh in summer, ,vartn in ,vin­

ter, by comparison; at a small distance are 

fertile fields and meadows. 

Many singular forms present the1nselves., 

which the imagination of the guides, as 

usual, fabricate into figures of monks, wo-

111en, bears, ruins of towns, &c. 

In the neighbourhood is a remarkable 

echo, which repeats, without confusion, seven 

syllables, for three successive times. But 

no echo returns the -exact tone, _some an­

swer with a gay note, while others to the 

most cheerful call reply with plaintive n1e­

lancholy. 

"Oh my dear mamma !" exclaimed Fre~ 

deric, " how I should like to travel." 

" The desire is praise-worthy," answered 

n-if rs. Thornhill, '' when time and opportu­

nity suits; but have vve not1nany advantage's 
- E 6 · 



at ,home.? cannot we. improve . our minds . by reading books of travels, from which we 
'-' may procure _the best materials in both geo-graphy and natural history, even,. setting aside the entertainment they bestow; They ,are easily comprehended, and shew natpre fi:equently in _the most , pleasing dress, and possess this advantage over histo-ry, that they do not disgust in the perusal by the r~lation of human crimes." 

<' Allowing that to be tru~" said. Ge~rge, ~' if we are spared a relation of human crimes, ,ve are also deprived of -the acc0unt · •of praiseworthy actions. Tr~vels interest anH !a~use ~s, b~1t,-jn my opinion,. history is the jirst stimulant to great ~nd good actions.~ · · To:exemplify this, I will bring forward the _ ~-char~cter of Princ.e Henry, elde.st son of ){itig James the First. I think the s-~,01 t account I shall give of him will exoite Fre­e~rjc's curiosity to enter on (he s:tudy, of h~story." · 1 • ~• HenTy Prince of vVales, Son Qf ·J a-m-os the Sjxth of Scotland, an<l First qf Eng­la'rul, was the most accomplished Prince of his pime. His first governess was the Coun .. tess ,Dowager of Mar, a woman re.1narkabie 
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for the sevetity ~ of her tern per, yet, as 11e 
grew up·, ,he shewed her the utn1ost respect 
for the obiigations she had conferred on T1is 

· ¢hildhot>cl'. -
· _ cf In his sixth year he was committed to 
,:\the care of a man of great learning, called 
._ Niewton, and speedily n1ade so considerable_ 
'a progress , under his tuition, that in only his 

.-:~seventh year he wrote a le'tter to the States 
of HoHand, in which he testlfied his grati ... 
tijde for the good opinion he understo9d 

(that country €xpres-sed for him, and request -­
ed ,they would make use of his interest with 

!his father, · in whc),tever might 5erve them. 
r:At tihi$. early period the prince began to acld 
to hi~literary" accomplishments some of tlie 

, oiore martial kind, sucb as riding, the'·exe.r,­
icise of the bow; pike, &c. as also t~:e' use, of 
·-fi-re ... arms ; nor-did these employments alone 
<Batisfy hi-tn, for in his -leisure hours he learn .. 

1 

ied dancing• and si-nging.,::_On · hfa ', ninth 
birth-day, he wrote a Jetter ~11;_,_Latin .. t<J, t~ 
king, infonning him how far '~te had a<lvan~ ... 
ed in his learning-, and that he riow' thot1gh~ 

• I t 

himself of an age to undertak~ epistolarY,' 
correspondence : in short; ·bi's · early' acctom­
plishments began to be spbken of inJaU 'fo' ... 
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reign countries; and in the sa1ne year, 
being invested with the o~·der of the garter, 
he surprised every one by his majestic car­
riage and religious behaviour at the altar, as 
·well as by the quickness of his understanding 
and ready answers. In b1s tenth year he 
began to shew a wonderful desire of becom­
ing 111aster of all those acquirements that 
constitute a great prince, and, without de­
~isting from literature, applied himself to 
the study of naval and military affairs. He 
,varmly patronised men of learning, and was 
steadily attache<l to the protestant religion, 
and in his twelfth year held correspondence 
with the most eminent princes in Europe. 
His temperance was as exemplary as his J.b­
l1orrence of vanity and ostentation, which 
even when vety young began to shew itself; 
his cloaths were usually very plain, except on 
public occasions, when h.e would dress with 
the utmost 111agnificence, and behave with 
great majesty, but the ceremony over, he 
immediately laid both aside. 

" Having once ,vorn a suit of "\iV .elch 
frize for· a considerable time, and being told 
it was too 1nean for hin1, and he ha<l worn it 
too long., he answered, that he was not 
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ashamed of his country cloth, and wished 
it ·would last for ever. 

" He had a particular aversion to the vice 
of swearing and a profanation of the name 
of God. When at play he was never heard 
to do so, but caused all to be fined ·who 
wete guilty of that offence, and th_e money 
given to the poor. Being once asked why 
he was so cautious, he replied that he knew 
no game ,vorth an oath. 

" As he increased in. years his govern­
ment of his house ,vas'worthy the imitation 
of all · other princes; he gave orders hin1-
self, and scrupulously took care they were 
faithfuliy executed ; he knew all his domes­
tics by name, and would notice if any were 
absent from their religious duties, and 
though his family was large" and consist­
ed 1 of young noblemen of great fortune, 
in the prime of their. years, when their rea­
son is weak and their experience little, yet 
his judgment, g-ravity, .and example, were·. 
sufficient restraints upon them. 

"If any disputes arose among his ser­
;vants, the offence ·was. carefully discussed, 
compensation made to the injured, and the ' 
Gffender reproved ; in short no quarrel was 

4 
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carried to the feast height. Such was the 
character . given of this estimable young 
man,- who, to-the grief of the whole nation, 
died in his. nineteenth year.. On the break-­
ing up of his household his chaplain preach-­
ed a most pathetic sermon to his sorr.owful 
domestics, sayir:ig,, after a panegyric . on his . 
royal highness-' Go. ~11 p€_ace, and Ii ve as•• 
those who hav~ lost such a master, ap.d as 
those ,vho serve a master whom they cannot 
lose.' 

" Richard, earl ef Dorset,. s·peaking of; 
tbe death of this .. p1ince in· a letter, uses . 
these words-' Our rjsing sun is- set ere · 
scarcely it had shone, and wjth it .all. our. 
glory lies buried .. '" 

~-• "\Vhat a cha.r,ming characte,, ,,., said; 
_,Amel,ia, H ,velL might the nation mourn -so 
!e-v.ere a loss •. " 

' " }?rince H.enry appears eyen. from hi · 
earliest infancy, to have prosscssed superior. 
talents to rno~t children," replied Mrs. 
ThornhiJl; "his race was short but glorious, and his memory will ne:ver die/' . 

" History rpust be very interesting, mam~ 
ma;" said Caroline. 3 



r H You ·will be- gr-eatly amused by it," re­

pHed her fyl·other ; " you ·will find many 

eJ~amples wodhy imitation; many which 

,~iU inspire you with disgust and horror, 

soine with contempt, and others with pity." 

L '"'-" In our British annals, '1 said George, 

''-few monarchs interest nre .so highly ,.as 

'.Alfred, as few were so uniformly virtuous .. 

'At a later period ,vho can avoid shuddering 

~¥i.th horror at the dark assassin Richard 

the Third, or the tyrant 1-Ienry the £jghth, 

\vhQ, made even religion subservient to hh 

fn-ost infamous purposes . ., 
~-r ,, :True, George, but as great : causes 
st5vin:g; froth the most insignj.G_~ant means; 

we should consider the latter but the ·mere 

·instrument - in the · hand of God, to bring 

fonh truth fro1n the dark chaos of super­
stition. . A king, you• will say, shou1d"be 

the father of his people, but Hen'ry was'• a. 
ty1rant ' and 'a scourge; yeta he b'i~ought-

-ahout an event of all others most glo:ri~us~ . 

The·1111e~k ill-treated Henry the 'Sixtth •in~ 

spi-res u~ with pity, and I am sorry to addj. 

~ome of our'kings with a very diifef.ent Jen<D. 
timent.-Charles the Second, for exampleji, 

after being an exile for twelve yea1's). no, 



~ooner 1nounted the throne from which his 
father had 'been led to the scaffold, but he · 
gave into the 111ost . unbounded licentious­
ness ; in riot and dissipatio11 he not only 
forgot himself, but the good of his people, 
and wasted years in folly, which he ought 
to have devoted to the welfare of his coun- · 
try.'' 

" Dear mamma," said Frederic, " I will 
lose no time in beginning the study of his­
tory." 

" You ~vill do well ; that of your own 
country first; afterwards that of others.'' 

'' In that of l:;irance '' said Georo-e " I ' b ' am delighted with the character of Henry 
the Fourth, justly styled the Great." 

" Dear brother do tell us something con­
cerning him," exclaimed Frederic. 

" Willingly ; but 1ny account will neces­
sarily be short ; but it may interest you 
sufficiently to make you anxious to read , 
more of so great a character." 

" Henry the Fourth, king of France and 
Navarre, justly. styled the Great, was the 
son of Anthony de Bourbon, chief of the 
branch of Bourbon (so calles from a fief of 
tha~ name, which fe1l to them by marriage 
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with the heiress of the estate). His mother 

·was· the ·dan-ghter of I-fenry• ·d'Albert, king 

of: Navarre; a woman of a masculine genius, 

intrepid, simple and rusti-c in her manners, but 

deeply versed in politics, and a zealous pro:. 

testant. Foreseeing that her party ,would 

'want such a protector (for her husband was 

a -weak and indolent prince,) she undertook 

the edu·cation of the young hero ; his diet 

,vas coarse, his cloaths neat, but plain; he al­
ways went bare headed ; . she sent him to 

school with the other children of the same 

· age, and accustomed him to climb the rocks 

and neighbouring mountains, according to 

the custom of the country. He was born 

in 1553, and in the sixteenth year of his age 

be was declared the defender and chief of 

the Protestants at Rochelle. The peace of 

St. G ermain concluded, recalled the . lords 

in the protestant interest to court, and in 
157'2 Henry was n1arried to Margaret de 
V alois, sister to Charles the Ninth, king 

of -France. It was in the midst of the, re­

j oicings for these nuptials that the hoTrid 

111assacre of t he Protestants of Pari~ took 

place, ~nd H enry was reduced· to the al -: 

ternati,,e of chang in°· his re1igion, or being 
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jiut to death; he ehose the f0rmer, ~rnd 
was ' detained prisoner- o£ state thliue year1:i 
In 1577 · he macle his escape, put "hiinself 
at the head of the Huguen0t: party, e:x:­
p0sing himself to all the risks and fatigi1e~ 
of a religious war, often in want of the­
necessaries of life, and end uFing, all the 
hard-shlps of the common soldier; but h~·­
gainecl a victory this year at Courtras, 
which established his reputatwn in armsi 
and endeared him to the Protestants. On 
the Death of Henry the Third, religion was 
urged as a pretext by one half of the officers -.· 
of the French army to rej,ect him, and for 
the leaguers not to acknowledge him.. The· 
Cardinal de Bourbon was set up against 
him, but his most fonnidable rival was-the 
Duke de Mayenne ; however,: Henry, with 

. few friends, fewer irnporta~t places, no mo-­
ney.,. and a very s.rnall army,~. supplied every 
want by his activity and v.alouro, He_·gained 
several victories over· the duke, particularly 
that of I vri, in t590,,memorahle for this he--
1oic admonition to his. soldierso- "If you 

- love your ensigns, r'3.lly by.my white plume,,, 
you will alw2iys fi~d it in the road'to honour and gJory. ,.. Paris- held out agai~st him,. 



notwithstan<ling 'his successe ; he to<!>k· all 

the suburbs in one day, and might have 

r~duced the city by famine, if he had not 

humanely suffered his o,vn army to relieve 

the besieged ; _yet the bigotted friars and 

pi·iests -in Paris all turned soldiers, except 

.f6ur of the Mendicant order, and made daily 

military reviews and processions, the sw01:d 

·in ·0ne hand and the crucifix in the other, 

on ·which they made the citizens swear ra .. 

ther to die with famine, than to admit 

Henry. The scarcity of provisions in Paris 

at last degenerated to an universal famine; 

bread had been iOld, while any remained, 

for a crown ·the pound, and at last it was 

made fron1 the bones of the charnal house 

' of St. Innocent's ; human flesh became the 

food of the obstinate Parisians, and mothers 

ate the dead bodies of their children. In 

~fine, the Duke of l\'Iayenne, seeing that 

neither Spain nor the league would ever 

grant hi1n the crO'wn, determined to assist 

in giving it to the lawful heir. lie engaged 

the -states to · hold a conference with the 

chiefs of both parties, ,vhioh ended in He11-

ry's abjurati0n of the Protestant religion ~t 

St. Dennis, and his consecration at Chartres, 

G 
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in 1593. The following· year Paris opened 
her gates to him; the Duke of Mayenne was 
pardoned, and in 1598 peace was concluded 
with Spain. 

'' He"!HY now shewed himself doubly 
,vorthy the throne, by his encouragement 
of commerce, the fine arts, and manufac­
tlues, and by his patronage of men of inge­
nuity and sound learning of every country; 
but though the fermentations of Romish 

_ bigotry were calmed, the leaven was not 
destroyed ; scarcely a year passed without 
son1e attempt being 1nade on this real father 
of his people; and at last the monster Ra­
villac stabbed him to the heart, in his coach 
in the streets of Paris, on the 14th of l\tlay, 
l 6 I 0, in the fifty seventh year of his age, 
and twenty-second of his reign." 

' .'Oh.dear brother,'' said Caroline, '' what 
a wicked ,vretch was Ravillac; I hope he 
\Vas punished for bis cruelty ?" 
, "I-Ie was; but though he dese1Ted de-ath, 
his execu6on was a disgrace to humanity. 
A n1urderer's life ought ever to be forfeited 
to the violated laws of God and his country, 
but sentences of cruelty can tend to no end 
but to shock the virtuous ~nd harden the 
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abandoned. I read the account once iu 

the history of France, but ever since, if I 
chanced to turn to the passage I have passed 

it, as· the in1pressio11 it left on my memory 

is sufficiently strong.,, 

" I feel such relations as you do," said 

Ivlrs Thornhill; "justice, indeed, demands, 

• that such evil 111en should be cut off frorn 

society, but an jgnon1inons death here, and 

what s·uch characters have to expect here- , 

after, is as 1nuch as a humane n1ind can bear 

to reflect on. But it grows late; Frederic 

and Caroline were to assist our amusements 

to night, but ,ve must postpone that satis­

faction till our next meeting." 

CONVERSATION VIII. 
I 

The Rents collected-tl1e rich Farmer and the poor ones 

-the Nacessit!} of being lndustrious-tlte real Enjoy­

ment ef IVealth. 

ON the ensuing day l\!Irs. Thornhill, ad­

dressing her eldest son, said-" I have sent 
an apology to 1Ir. Pennant. I need your 

assistance at home, as the tenants will come 

this 1uorning to pay their rent." 



George bo1wed. "I will ob~erve· you n1a­
dam,,, ,replied he1 ' · ' and do n1y best; yo~ 
will ex·ous.e my defects." 

Breakfast ·over, the tenants began to col­
lect, when l\1rs. Thornhill ordered then1 to 
be introduced singly as they came. The 
first who presented hin1self ·was a rich far­
mer, named Racklattd, who held a large 
farn1 by an old lease, -granted by the ]ate 
lfr. Thornhill's father. 

" l\1adam," said be, addressing lvirs. 
Thoi·nb1ll, and drawing out a long canvas 
bag, " I am come to pay n1y rent,-never· 
missed in my life-always ready with my 
cash : I atn none of your poor fellows who 
tremble at quarter day. There is one hun­
dred pound in gold, and two .fifty pound 
notes, which is my half years rent, and I 
will be bold to say the young gentleman 
,vill not have a better tenant." 

"I think not, indeed-," answered l\.I rs. 
Thornhill ; "write a receipt George. Pray, 
Mr. Rackland, have you a fan1i!y ?" 

" Only a son, madam, a fine sharp lad ; 
1ninds the main chance already-has ,a 
hawk's eye for profit. To say the truth, it 
is for him I am in some ,Jneasure come to 
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entreat of you a fresh lease, for the present 

is nearly expirea, of the old fa1-n1 ; and like­
wise, as I hear two neighbours of mine have 

pretty well ruined themselves by draini11g 

their land, which was part of the old moor, 

and as, in all likel'~hood, they 'Non't be able 

to keep their heads above 'Water, that their 

farms may be added to mine ; the money 

sha1l 'always be forthceming." . 

" What rent are thei;· farms?'' 
'' Only fifty pounds yearly each. The 

foolish fellows never considered that they 
had not money sufficient for such an under-
taking." ' 

"Is the- land better for the expence ?" 
said Mrs. Thornhill. 

"Why I cannot say but it is; but it needs• 

<:J. great deal yet, and 'the present rent will, 
Ih ffi . ~. f 
, ope, su ce ·:- ' , '"' 

"It shall riot: beTaised. But, 1\,f r. Hack­

]and, I make · it ·a-n•·: iu:variab1e rule to have 

no overgrowri -fan~·s'~n the estate. It would 

be unjust these~poor people should be ruined 

for endeavonr1ng to improve ·my son's land, 

therefore I must decline vour ·ofter and also 
v J 

entreat you 'to select what part of your pre-

·sent farm you please, to the value of thre.e 
F 
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1'.undred. p-ounds yearly .value. The re1nain­
-der of the land I shall add to two -smaller -
ones." 
Mr. Rackland endeavoured to remonstrate, 

.but there ,vas a cool determination in Mrs$ 
Thornhill's manner that convinced him 
:\Vords would be of no , avail; he therefore, 
·with a surly complaisance, · wished her a 
good 111orning, and left the apartment. 

"My dear n1other," said ,George, '' you 
have acted 1nore generously by that man 
thah I should have done. I-fe, as .I have 
heard at Mr. Penna~t's, is a tyrant over 
the poor, oppresses his labourers and de­
p,endants, and, whne he lives in luxury him­
self, refuses a draught of skimrned milk-to a 
starving beggar." 
.. _'' -What a \\retch," said Amelia; '' I wish 

he were out of the parish." ----
" W.e wi11 pay more attention to his ac-

- ti911s than heretofore," said ]VI rs. 1'horIJhill ; 
"ifhe offends, at all events it will be in your 

•power to be entirely quit of him when his 
lea,se expir.es." • 

The servant at that moment annonnced 
_ two more farmers, who were brothers, and 
:.equested to be admitted . together. They 
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entered, Hanging down their heacts, and apD 

peared to wait for each other to begin ; at 

-length, having coughed and bowed for a 

minute or two, one ventured to· speak. 

'' Madam, we be mortal sorry to make such 

_a, bad beginning with our young squire, but 

here is myself and my brother have had such 

cruel ill luck, that we have not been able 

to bring more than twenty-ti ye pounds out 

of fifty, that is due for our two farms; and 

to raise that we \Vere forced to sell two of 

.our 1best cows yesterday to l\1 r. Rackland ; 

-so we hope your goodness will forgive us 
till next half year, when we trust to dis .. 

charge son,e of the arrears.,, 

"Fro1;/what cause are you uehind hand pt: 

",vhy, an please you madam, part of our 

farms were fenced off the wild n1oor, and 

·was ,'3uch bad land that it was scarcely worth 

a crown an acre, so r~y brother and myself 

· res@lved to dig dikes ai:id drain it, for it 

was a n1ere swamp ; but as we were obliged 

to have a great deal of help, it run us back­

ward, and, to complete all, my brother here 

had the ague all ·winter, and his children 

had the small pox, and-and-" hesitating .. 

. -" Speak freely," said lVfrs. Thornhill. 
F 2 
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" \Vhy," replied the second- countryman, 
"our work was just finished, when one even­
ing, as we sat at supper, rejoicing at our suc-

.cess, a neighbour ran in to tell us that one 
of our cows had fallen into a dike, and the 
utn1ost haste would be necessary to save it. 
l\Iy brother's eldest son, as fine a fad, and as 
dutiful a one as any in the country, im1ne-

: diate1y set off, telling us to follow with ~11 
.speed, as it was above half a mile from the 
farm. Young and nimqle, he soon out-run 
us, but alack, what a scene presented when 
,ve reached the spot ! Tbe good lad had 
slipped down the clay ba,nk, and before we 
could get him· out he was as dead as a stone. 
So your honour sees one misfortune never 
comes alone. My brother had the funeral 
to pay, and his poor wife . has cost him a 
nzo1·t since, being always a crying for the 
poor boy. In short, madam, grief made us ~an stupid, and things went to wreck; we 
neglected the see·d time, and had a bad crop, 

-and my bister, who, till this , time, was the 
best housewife in the county, took no _plea­
sure in the dairy; the cream stood till it · 
spoiled, the cheese was left till it grew moul­
dy, and ruin appeared to threaten us on 
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every side. Then, n1adam, I suppose tl1e 

neighbours began to see ho\v things were · 

going, for all my own family were so afflicted 

·with sickness, that I could ·do nothing for. 

tny brother's. One day the good Curate 

called . in, and severely reproved both him 

and his wife; he accused then1 of sin, in neg­

lecting their duty to the rest of their family, 

for the loss of one, who they could have no 

doubt was in a state of happiness, from his 

piety in this world. In short, madam, though 

they still 1nourn for him, they bave resumed 

all their former diligence, and we throw our­

selves on your mercy till we make good the 

deficiency." 

Mrs. Thornhill w·as pleased witli the bro­

thers' affection for each other. · "Jf you 

exert yourselves," said she, " I shall be sa- , 

tisfied. The active duties of your situation 

,vill banish painful remembrances. Take 

back the twenty-five pounds you have 

brought, and let it ren1ain due, with ,the 

other, to the estate, for two years, at which 

time I hope you will be able to repay it, as., 

if I find you industrious, I shal.l enlarge yo~r 

farms." 
The countrymen stared with astonishment; 

l1'3 



'"scarcely able to credit their ears, until 1v{~. 
Thornhill added, " take up the money; re ... 
mern ber what I have said ; I wish you sue .. ◄ 
cess.-Fare·well." 

"l\lladain-madam," said the first spokes- .. 
man) " I can't tell what to say? vVhy don'.t . 
you speak Joseph? Goodness should not 
n1ake us sad, and yet we behave like chil­
dren." 

" Collect yourselves; I repeat, if we see 
' OU industrious, you shall not want friends.'' 

" Oh, 111y dear boy,'' sobbed the second- , 
farmer; " could you have lived to ~ee this! 
But the wiH of heaven be'do.ne. With sub-
111ission, " 'ould not your l1011ou1· choose a, 
note? 

"If you arc· honest men there is no occa­
sion; if otherwise rshall find a time to pu­
n is.h ·you." 

'f.he farmers then., with many scrapes and 
blessings, took leave. 

'' Your example, my beloved mother,'• 
· said George, " will, I , hope, be a , standard 

for 111y future conduct." 
'

4 Your own heart will, I trust, be a ne­
ver-failing monitor. To cherish industry, 
tq crush oppression., to protect n1erit, and to 
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sooth a:ffiiction, is the duty of those whmn 

heaven has favoured with the gifts of for­

tun_e. When I see whole thousands expended• 

in the athusement. of an evening, it causes 

in me a sentitnent of-mingled grief and an­

ger, which I cannot well desctibe: for how 

1nany prisoners· might that sum restore to 

freedom ?~ ho~11any distres~ed members of 

- society place in ease and con1fort? leaving 

on the mind of the donors the most pleai 

surable of all senJ atio1~s, the satisfaction of 

'having done a good action; while t o the 

votaries of pleasure, the night spent in tu­

mult is followed by ~ morning replete with 

lassitude, sickness, and-perhaps disgust.'' : 

Several tenants · then .being announced, . 

they were admitted, paid their rent, and 

were disn1issed. Thi~ business occupied the 

" whole time until dinner, when, after a social 

meal~ they adjourned to the drawing roon"i. 
F4 



CONVERSATION IX. 

The 11-1 etlu;d ttsed to teach a Prince of Prance to read­The Amusement of reading-Tlze generous Brother. 

" IF I ren1ember right,'' said l\1rs. Thor.n­J1ill, "it is the turn of Frederi~ ·and Caroline ·; to yield us some amusement this evening." -·. "'' Oh ma1nma, I know so little, that I had . -mnch rather listen then speak,'' answered , -Caroline. 
" You are right, but spe~king among fri ~ncls will teach you to speak among strangers. A very talkative young woman is a disgusting object, as it shews her for­ward and assuming) but one wh,o is totally silent is usually considered a simpleton." "vVell then, mamma, I will relate to you, a droll n1ethocl a tutor vvas obliged to adopt to teach a prince of France to read." 

" Do so ; if he was successful, his cares were repaid ; if otherwise, his pupil was a disgrace to his rank." 
"A young prince of France was, whil e a child, of so gi'ddy and so intractable a ten1-per, that 11e could no t be persuaded so 11111ch as to learn h is letters; buLhis tutor obserY-



105 

ing his love for so1diers, and whatever re­

lated to war, made use of it to overcon1e 

, his antipathy to reading, by having the pic­

tures of his guards ~lrawn in miniature, and 

marking them with the letters of the alpha­

bet. These, after some time, he drew up 

int·o words, and managed with such adclre s 

that his highness got through whole sen-

, tences when formed into companies, and 

was not' tired even with a long period in the 

shape of a battalion. By deg:.rees these 

arts made the young pri nee take a liking to 

books, as' well as to war, and the collection 

made for his study formed, afterwards, .a 

part of the French king's library." 

" I thank you my love,'' Sa.id 1\I rs. 

Thornhill, "v,·ith a less ingenious tutor the 

prince n1ight have remained a dunce all his 

life. '\-v11en I meet with people that ·are· 

not fond oPreacling, I ca_nnot avoid feeling 

a degree of pity for them, \~ben I reflect 

how restricted their ,enjoyn1e~ts must b~. 

Books are a source of never failing ente~·-; 

tainment, as they bring us acquainted with 

all periods of time. ln our closets ·we can 

travel over the world, and learn the 1nanners 

and customs of all countries. vVe can be ... 
F 5 .. 
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come ac.quainted with the great men of an~ 
tiquity and the dignified· characters of our 
own times. We can.. be informed of what­
ever is curious on the earth, in the air, or in 
the water; in short, I think no one can want 
amusement, while they have health suffici€nt 
to read.-But con1e, Frederic,. ,ve wait for 
your story." 

" · Yes, marnma-A man in China being 
accused of some cri1ne, fled to the house of 
a friend, named Lou-Nan-K.in, where he 
concealed himself, and who, notwithstand­
ing the severity of the Chinese laws against 
those who conceal criminals, would not be .. 
tray his fr1end. The business, however, 
being ~iscovered, Lou-Nan-Kin was impri­
soned, and just on the point of being con­
demned, when his younger brother entered 
the judgment hall, and presenting himself 
before the judge, he said-' It is I, Si_r, who 
l1ave hidden the prisoner, and death is my 
due, not 1ny brother'·s. ' The elder main-
tained -to the contrary, and a long exarnina ... 
~ion took place, when the judge., who ·was a 
man of sense and penetration, questioned 
them so closely, that he at length broug.ht 
-ihe younger to confess.-' It is true, Sir/ 

3 
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saicl he, bursting into tears, ' that I have 

accused myself falsely, but I have very 

strong reasons for so doing ;-my mother 

is dead, and her corpse lies unburied; I 

have a helpless si~ter too, whom I cannot 

protect,_ and the little we have left my bro­

ther can turn to advantage, while I in effect 

·c;an do nothing : I therefore humbly entreat 

you to let me die in his stead, so shall 1ny 

mother's corpse be laid in earth, the youth 

of n1y sister guided to virtue, and I sha11, 

though dead to the world, live in his heart 

till we tn(!et hereafter.' 

" The j_udge was so pleased with the poor. 

youth_ that he immediately informed the 

e1?peror of the story, \.vho ordered a pardon 

to all concerned."· 
" vVhat a dear good brother, 0 said Caro­

line, " and yet I think that I would die my­

self to save-1ny brothers or my sister." 

"I am pleased," said Mrs. Thornhi11,, 

"that Frederic selected this story,_ as it she-ws , 

that such a proof of affection was congenial 

to his own heart; I shall now leave you for . 

a while, as I have lt:tters to write-a1nuse 

yourselves i 1 ~he best manner you ca°il till 

5upper-tirne. 
F6 
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CONVEilSATION X. 

A Culprit's E xamination before a Justice-The Soldier's' Defence-The poor 1'1an finds a Friend-The proud· Ma'lt punished, and the Prisoner bailed. 

' TI-IE ensuing _morning George resolved _, to take a ride, as l\I r. Pennant was engaged in business the early part of the day. At-
~ tended by the groorn, he l]ad proceeded · about a n1ile, when, passing through the vil­lage, he saw a.great cro,vd round. the jnstice's , door, and stopping to enquire, was inform­ed, that the bustle was occasioned by an examination which was about to take place~ of an, old soldier ,vho had beaten young lvlr. Rackland very severely. George enquired the cause, .b.ut ,not being able to obtain in­fo1·mation, left his horse, and entering the house, requested to be admittecl at the ex- . a rnination. The justice readily consented, and comn1on compliments having passed, he ordered the culprit to be brought in. He ,vas an elderly soldier, of a very poor appear­ance, mutilated of one leg,. his face deeply · carred, aud blind of an eye. On the tat­tered skirt of his coat, hung a chubby girl.-
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of about eight years old, tolerably clean in 

appearance, but whose cloathing was as 

sc~nty as the soldier's. On the complainant 

side was Mr. Rackland and his son, and, 

the usual preliminaries being settled, and the 

p-a--rties s,vorn, the justic~ proceeded to the 

examination. l\fr. Racklan<l stepped first; 

l1e complained loudly of the injury his son 

had received, and in evidence made hi1n 

shew his back, where he visibly bore the 

1nark of some severe strokes. Young Rack­

land next spoke: he was walking, he said, 

in his father's fields adjoining the common, 

when 6n a sudden his dog, who had an 

aversion to beggars, rushed through a break 

in the hedge and seized the little girl; that 

· the soldier, with a knobbe<l stick; immedi­

ately knocked the dog down, ~nd on his 

( Richard Rack land's) coming to his assist­

ance, he, the said so1dier, beat him severely 

,vith the small encl of the _ stick, so that he 

was forced to run to save himself; that his 

father, exasperated, sent · immediately · in 

search of the culprit, ·who wa~ found at a 

doctor's 111 the village, from whence he had 

been sei'zed and brought to justice for the 

assault. 
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The apothecary was next caJled : he said~-­that the soldier had that morning begged at his door, with tears in his eyes, for assist-­ance for his little girl, who ha·d been bitten. 
in the arm by a dog; that he took them in~ had dressed the wound, and· ordered them some bread and cheese, ,,rhen the whole­posse loudly demanded. the soldier, whom he had been obliged. to deliver up to them. 

Th~ justice reprobated the violence of the soldier to young Racklan.d, whom he observed wa~ not answerable for the misfor~ tune that had happened ·; then ealle<l upon, the soldier for what he had to advance in-, his excuse, or otherwi&e he must co1nmit him to jail as a rogue and ., vagabon.d. The -soldier, thus called upon, prepared to an­swer. I-le loo.keel round .with a kind of con-: 
t empt,_ then casting his eyes on his little companion, his features softened, and he began .as follows :. 

The Soldier's Defence. 

-'Sir, " said he to the justice, " If I un"' derstand you right, I am in danger of being committed to prison as a rogue and a vaga_"'\ 
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bond :-At Gibraltar I lost my eye, at Vaa 
lenciennes I recived these cuts in my face, 

and in Egypt I had my leg ghot _ off by a 

cannon-ball, and now I am come home to 

be se1.1t to ja~l for a rogue and a vagabond.­

Marry, Sir, if all would act as I have done, 

we n1ight snap our fingers at foreign ene ... 

mies; but while some labour to-defend their 

country, others sne.ak at hon1e to set dogs, 

at the rogues and vagabonds, ,vho have­

fought their battles, and come home disa ... 

bled, to die in the boson1 of their families .­

Such, Sir, was. I, when I was passed to. n1y 

parish with this poor infant, all that a good 

wife has left me after battling the- world 

fo1· twenty years togeth:er, We walked 

quietTy on; our_ food, what sixpence a day 

would allow; ·when crossing the c~ommon~ 

I heard a voice,, . though I saw· no one, ex-­

claim-' At them Towser !~at them !-hunt 

the beggars ·!-So-ho !-So-ho ! - Shake 

their tatters in the wind t' At the same in .. 

~tant a dog rushed through the hedge that 

~ivided the common from. the f.ield, and 

made a . set at Polly. ~ instantly knocked 

him down with the end of 1ny stick, but n0,t 

till he had hit ,the child so grievously, , that 
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not even the loss of n1y leg, nor of 1ny eye, 
affected n1e half so much as it did to see tbe 
blood of the o·n ly infant left me by my dear , 
Mary flowing, through the wanton brutality 
of two puppies; for one was as great a brute 
as the other." · 

" Remember where you are?'' said the · 
justice: "behave with respect or you will . 
repent it." 

" God fol'bid, Sir, I shou1cl want respect' 
to the meanest creature God hath made ; 
but tread upon a ·worm and it will turn 
again.-\Vhen the dog seize<l tl1e cbilcl, I 
knocked hin1 down; if that was wrong, 
pray tell me how a soldier should have acted 
in sucH a case? · Then, Sir, that young 1nan 
can1e through the hedge, and I suppose, be- , 
cause I ,vas lame: thought to 1naster me, for 
he · struck 1ne wi th his cane, but I returned 
the complime1 t with interest, and I hope 
for hIB good, fo r I hink he will not forget 
beggar-hunti !1g one while. Pain from the 
bite, and fe ar from the scuffle, frighte~1ed · 
the poor chi <l so much, that I thought she 
would h i:l.ve fallen into fits, SS) I took her to 
the doctor's, who not only dressed her ·arm, 
but' gave ier drops, and ordered us food, 

/ 



when the crowd can1e up and brought us 

before your worship.'' 
The justice turned to young Rackland 

-" Is it true that you set the dog on? for if 
you did, the provocation ·arose from your­

sdf." 
"I had a right, Sir, to speak to my dog; 

the hedge was between us ; I did not ,vish 
him to bite the girl.." 

" Perhaps not-but you used the direct 

means to make hi1n do so, and your punish­
ment was a natural consequence." 

"I insist," said the elder Rackland, "that 

-your worship commits him to prison-I will­
prosecute him if it costs me an hundred 

pounds-send him to jail." 
" Pray, Sir," interrupted the little girl, 

trembling and crying-" don't be angry 
with my daddy, I an1 sure he would not 
hurt any body; I hope the dog will get well, 

and young master will forgive us, for it was 

all my fault." 
"I insist that your worship commits l1im," 

repeated Racklancl-" I'll learn others to 

strike my Jacky." 
The justice recommended mercy, but Raok"".> 



land was deaf to all but revenge; and re ... 
peated_ly enforct;d his request. 

" I mu st then submit,'', said the justice, 
«though with great re1uctance, for your son 

·was undoubtedly the aggressor, though the 
assault cannot be denied-Clerk, make out 
the mittimns." · 

'"'Pardon nie, Sir," said George, '_' is there 
no alternative? must this poor· feHow go to. 
prison ?H 

"hlndoubtedly, ,unless he -cou1d find bai11 . -

which I should suppose. impossib1e." 
" Perhaps not,,, saicl George; '' will you 

favour n1e by n-,aking a-short delay ? I think -
I can procure it. 0 

The justice bowed, Mr. Rackland stared; 
his son looked silly., and little Polly cried., _ 
while the soldier, dashing off a tear which 
gratitude forced from .his ey,es, exclaimed­
" Sweet young Sir; heaven guard and bless 
you and your's wherever you go ; your 
heart is in the right place I'm sure-if I was 
young and able, I would work, fight, or die 
for you, but now thanks .. are all I have to 
offer." 

" Why-surely, Sir," said l\fr. Rackland,. 
'·' you would. not attempt to get bail for such 
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a fellow·?-you don't .know what may bey-our 
o\vn case." 

" When I deserve it equally, I trust I 
may be -equally punished," said George; · 

and rising and bowing to the justice, he left 

the house. l\,founting his horse, he imme­

diately set· off full speed to the -manor-house, 

where he acquainted his mother how he had 

been employed, . and entreated her to fur­

nish him ·with means to liberate the soldier, 

who he· ,vas convinced -was grossly injured 

by the yonng farmer. Mrs. Thornhill nee9-­

ed 110 prompting to an act of hun1anity, and 

,vas fir from wishing to crush that senti.., 
ment iu her ~011.-" If you have judged pro­
perly _respecting this poor man,,, said she, 
" the action · will repay itself; if yo'u have 

fo1·med an erroneous. opinion, it will be only 

experience cheaply purc_hased-Racklancl is 
a. proud imperious man, and so1ne mortifi. 
cation may be a useful lesson to his sono 
Use my name the-ref ore to Mr. Pennant, 
and en treat hirn to arrange this business, to• 

your satisfaction; if he thinks. the soldier de~ 
serving.,,_ 

George scarcely staid to express hi& 
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thanks, but flew to Mr. Pennant, who being 
disengaged, accompanied him to the jus­
tice's, where the usual preliminaries .were 
-settled, and he became bail for the sol<lier. 

Mr. Rackland began to feel the business· 
more serious than he had apprehended; his 
young landlord had espoused the cause of 
his opponent, and lVIr. Pennant becoming 
bail, proved his mother di-cl the same. The 

,. business concluded, George ordered the 
soldier to go to the manor-house for refresh­
ment, and, accompanied by Mr. Pennant, , 
took the way thither himself. 

The servants having obeyed their orders, 
and given food to the poor man and his 
child, Mrs. Thornhill desired him to be sent 
_up to ~he parlour. His gratitude, though 
not eloquent, was lively. He informed them 
that s01ne years befoi·e a severe fever hav­
ing afflicted his whole family, he was neces­
sitated to incur a debt, which he could not 
in1mediately repay ; his creditor was harsh, 
and refused to take it in portions, as he · 
could pay it from his •earnings ; and he was 
driven, as the last refuge to savehin1self from 
a prison, to enlist for a soldier.-" At that 
time,'' confinued he, " this poor child was 
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at her 1nother's breast, and I had two brave 
lads and a good wife, and was myself as 
stout a fellow as most in England ; but 
that's over now, my poor wife and boys are 

, in the grave, and I am co1ne hon1e a cripple. 
-This poor ch\ld was reduced to the last 
t;xtremity by her n1otber's death, and was 
sent to the workhouse, where I found her 

( 

on my return ; my noble colonel recom-
mended me to Chelsea, but, on account of 
Polly, I preferred being an out-pensioner, 
a-S thank God I am still able to earn some­
thint by my labour, and I resolved to take 
the child 'to the country, where ~ thought 
she might learn to get her bread with indus­
try, by knitting and sewing, and such like 
things fit for young girls." 

" Have you any one to answer to y~ur 
character ?" . said Mrs. Thornhill. 

., I have in my pocket, and p1eas_e you~ 
1ny discharge from the regiment, and also a 
certificate fro1n n1y colonel." 

So saying, he produced both : they were ' 
satisfactory, and turning to him; l\Irs. 
Thornhill asked ,vhat labour he meant to . ' ' 

pursue. 

" Gardening and field-work, n1adam, jf 
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_ I am lucky -enough to obtain them. I will 
work night and day, but Polly shall leaTn to 
work and read-It's enough that I shou1d 
feel the loss of her 1nother, who was too 
good a wife for me to neglect her child." 

" If you like_ to remain in this part of the 
country," said l\rI rs. Thornhill, " my son 
can perhaps em ploy you 1n his grounds." 

-" Remain here, 1Vlada111 ! "replied the so1-
-,dier, '' Go<l bless the nobl~ gentleman, I 
wa-rran t he'll make a .brave :nian ; I '11 wo1>k 
till I die for hin1, and thankneaven for such 
a master.'' 

" I should be sony if you falsified the 
·opinion he has cc nceived of you ; for the 
present retire. The servants shall recom­
mend you to a lodging in the village, as a1so 
son1ew here to place your child." 

The soldier bo\ved and obeyed.-" l\Iy 
beloved mother,,, , said George_, raising her 
hand to his lips, " should I ever wantonly 
offend ·you, how unpardona~Ie must I be, 
,vhen you are so ready to gratify all my 
wishes." 

"lnrced," said !\1r. Pennant.," the man 
appears deserving, and that young Rack­
land was the aggressor I have no doubt, for 
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I have frequently, with vexatio~ heard of 
his brutality, and have not spared to reprove 
hin1 for it, but ·my words were of no avail." 

,_, l-Iowever repugnant to 1ne, I will speak 
to him on the subject," answered lvlrs. 
Thornhill ; ·,, he _shall correct it, or enjoy 
110 land of ours." 

'' My dear mother," said Amelia, " with 
your permission, Caroline and myself will 
undertake the care of the little girl. We 
will pay for her going to the ,village school 
out of our pocket-,money: and I have been 
thinking, if she could be placed with Goody 
l\!Iartin, she -n1ight 'divert her grief for the 
loss of her grand-daughter:' 

." My ·gq_od child, I thank you for .the 
thought," replied lvfrs. Thornhill: "we will 

. adopt it.'' 
'' Aud we will buy her c1oaths," said Ca­

r oline, " and make her qui'te neat and com• 
fortable. ~, · 

'' Do so," returned her rnother, " but 'tis -
near our dinner hour; Mr. Pennant will, I 
11ope, favour us by sharing it." 

_Mr. Pennant bowed, and they soon after 
adjourned to the dining-parlour. 
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CONVERSATION XI. 

· Anecdote of Ferdinand of Spai11,-The Caliph Haccliatn 
and the Cadi Becliir-tlte King of Granada-tht 
Effects of !t:Iercy. 

AFTER dinner, having conversed for 
some time, lVh. Pennant said, when they 
adjourned to the drawing-roo1n, " I un­
.derstand, by n1y pupil, that you every evening 
hold conversations on various subjects; l 
entreat that I may be considered as no re­
straint, as it will much oblige 1ne to be ad­
mitted of the pai'ty." 

" You do us hono.ur," said l\Irs. Thorn ­
hill. " We shall intrude on George to be­
gin this evening.'' 

" Willingly," answered he. u I have 
~een re~ding the history of Spain, and will 
relate y·ou an anecdote of one of its kings. " 

.Anecdote of Ferainand tlze Fourth, of Spain. 

'"' :Ferdinapd the Fourth, son and succes­
sor of Sancho the Brave, was yet in his 
childhood when he 1noun ted the throne. 
I-Iis min·ority was a period of civil turbulence, 

1 
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but the great qualities of his mother calmed 

the factious, and reduced all to tranquillity. 

This prince was denominated The Summon­
ed, because he, in a fit of frenzy, ordered 
two brothers, of the na1ne of Lavaja], who 

were accused, but not convicted, of an as­
sassination, to be dashed· head long from a 

prec1p1ce. These brothers, with their dying 

breath, asserted their innocence, appealed 

to the justice of God, and summoned the 

furious Ferdinand to appear within thirty 

days before the judge. of kings. Precisely 
at the end of thirty days, Ferdinand, ,vho 

was then 1narching against the lvloors, retir­
ed to sleep after dinner, and ,vas found dead 

in his bed. The inhabitants of Spain attri­

buted his sudden death to the interference 

of divine Providence." 

" The end of this roan is, indeed, a lesson 
for injustice," · said l\Ir. Pennant; "for 
though in all probability his death would 

have happened at the same time, without 
the solemn invocation of the brothers, yet 

, its falling on the very day was awfully strik­

ing. Unexpectedly and in his sleep the 

blow fell; and frqm a man ,vho1n we have 
G 
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every reason to fear was ill provided for his 
great account, we can only hope God was 
111ore merciful than he had been to the poor 
brothers." 

" I hope so," replied Frederic ; " but it 
·was very cruel to put men to death on 1nere 
surn1ise." 

" It surely ·was," returned Mr. Pennant ; 
"and how can _those who deny mercy to 
·others expect it themselves? The duties of a 
king far exceed those of other men, and if 

. - Ferdinand failed in properly examining every 
circumstance respecting them, he was guilty 
·of murder, fot no prince -is too great to 
.hearken to the voice of truth. There is a 
story on record, whether true o.r false I 
know not, that does great honour to one of 
the caliphs.,, 

" Oh dear, sir!'' said Caroline, " I wish / 
you would tell it to us." 

" Willingly," replied lVf r. Pennant. 
Caroline drew her chair close to the good 

man, vv ho began as follows : 

The Calipli Haccham and the Cadi Becliir. 

'' During the reign of the Moorish kings 
in Spain, a caliph., named Haccham, had 
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·an inciination to build a pavillion, iu a 
sn1all field appertaining to a poor woman 
of Zehra, and therefore purposed to purchase 
it. The woman, however, declined his 
offer, saying, that she would never divest 
heTself of the inheritance of her fathers. 
Haccham was no doubt informed of her 
obstinate refusal, for the superintendant of 
his gardens took possession of the field by 
force, and the pa vi Ilion was built. The poor 
woman ran in despair to Cordova, and re­
lated the story to the Cadi Bechii·, asking 
him what she should do ? The Cadi 

· thought that the commander of the faithful 
had no more right than any other n1an to 
possess himself illegally of another's pro­
perty, and resolved to remind hin1 of this 
truth, which the best princes may occasio­
nally for get. 

" One day as Haccham, with hi.'3 court 
about him, was amusing himself in the pa­
villion, which had been built in the poor 
woman's field, he saw Bechir arrive on his 
ass, ,vith an empty sack in his hands. 
·" Prince of the faithful,'' said the old man, 
"I come to ask your permission to fill this 
sack with the earth · which you now trample 
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under your feet?" HacchaJ~ readily con­
sented. The Cadi filled the sack, and sett­
jug it on one end, humbly approached the 
Caliph, and besough~ him to lend him his 
assistance to place it on the ass. Haccham, 
diverted with the request, endeavoured to 
raise the sack, but finding he could scarcely 
move it, he laughed, and let it fall, com­
plaining of its enormous w_eight. " Prince 
of the faithful," said Bechir, in a solemn 
accent., " that sack, heavy as you find it, 
contains but a small portion of the field of 
which you have illegally deprived one of 
your subjects ; bow then will you bear the 
·weight of the whole field when you appear 
before the Great Judge of heaven and earth, 
under the burden of this iniquity ?''-Hac­
cham, struck with the reproof, embraced 
the Cadi, thanked him., and ackno\vledged 
his fault, instantly restored to the poor 
woman the field of which he l1acl deprived 
her, .and, as a recompence for the injury she 
had suffered, made her a present of the pavil­
lion, and all its rich furniture.'' 

I 

" Hovv great n1ust the Cadi be in all 
eyes, after such an action," continued 1\11. 



, . 
125 

Pennante " Ile acted boldly to a de potic 

prince, whose smallest word could have 

condemned hiin to death, but he considered 

he had a yet greater master, and, as a sworn 

minister of justice, acted, in defiance of fear, 

to the extent of his duty." 
" As I consider the subject," said 1\1 rs. 

Thornhill, " I think the conduct of the 

Caliph scarcely inferior to that of the Ca.di. 

A tyrant or a fool would have spurned at 

reproof, but a wise n1an listens to the voice 

of truth and reason, and if he has deviated 

from the path of honour, g1ad1y returns to 

it, blessing the friendly han<l that snatched 

him from folly, and perhaps destruction." 

" Among the characters of the Moors," 

said George, " few are, in my opinion.l) 

more respectable than that of Joseph, king 

of Granada; he bore his sufferings with for­

ti tu de an<l patience, and the reverse of his 

fortune with equanimity and honour." 

" His character, it n1ust be allowed, was 

great," answered Mr. Pennant ; " and the 

death of the tyrant, like that of Ferdinand. 

The Summoned, appeared one of those ex­

traordinary interferences of providen~e, ca[.., 

G3 



culated to make an impression on the sur ... 
vi vors." 

"Dear 111e," said Caroline, "how I should 
like to hear it." 

" With Mr. Pennant's and my mother'-~ 
leave," -replied George, '' that desire s_hall 
be gratified." '--' 

!vir. Pennant and Mrs. Thornhill bowecI 
acquiescence, and George related · the fol­
lowing story. 

Tlrn Ki(lg of Granada~ 

" iviahomet the Ninth, king of Granada, 
ust1rped the throne fro1n his eldest brother J oscp11, whon1 he con fined closely in prison, 
~ut finding himself near death, resolved to 
secure the crown to his son by n1urder; 
he therefore sent one of his principal officers 
to the prison, with orders to strike off his· 
brother Joseph's head. The of£cer found 
the prince playing a game at chess with an 
Iman, and sorrowfully informed him of the 
task he came to execute; .Joseph, unmoved, 
only asked time to nnish his game. So 
slight a favour the officer could not refuse. 
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In the mean time another o~ ca1ne in 

with the news that l\!Iahomet was dead, and 

Joseph proclaimed his successor to the 

throne. Joseph the Third was a good king, 

and under his reign the people were happy. 

Instead of avenging himself on those who 

had assiste<l his brother to usurp his right, 

he lavished favours and employments on 

them; he brought up his brother's sons 

,vi th the same tenderness as if they had been 

his own, and wl1en his counsellors blamed 

his lenity, he answered,-' Permit n1e to 

leave my enemies no cause for hfi vi ng pre­

ferred my 1ounQ.'er brother to m~.' This 

excellent prince died., after a reign of fifteen 

years, lamented by his who.le kingdom." 

" The death of Mahomet at that imme­

diate juncture," said Mr. Pennant, " ·was 

not only fortunate to his brother, but also 

to himself, as it saved his soul from the ad­

-ditional weight of murder. The conduct 

of Joseph to his enemies, and to his bro­

ther's children, was exemplary, and must 

command admiration even from his greatest . 

foes, for however men n1ay degenerate into 
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in and vice, yet they cannot divest them­
selves of the respect due to virtue." 

" I read a story to day," said An1e1ia, 
" that interested me even to tears. I had 
ever pourtrayecl to 111yself the keepers of 
prisons as cruel a11cl unfeeling people, but 
the account I met with has banished that 
opinion." 

" That they must possess great courage 
to undertake such a task, is undoubted," 
said Mrs. Thornhill; " but I trust all are 
not hardened by the scenes of suffering and 
mingled depravity that surround them. No 
situation can furnish so many objects for 
humanity, and callous indeed is that heart 
that does not in- some measure relax at the · 
sight of human misery and human clegra• 
<lation. But to yonr story, Amelia; oblige 
us with it.'' 

"vVillingly, madam." 

Tiu: Effects of ~Mercy. 

"In the month of November, in the year 
1786, an order ,~as sent to Mr. Simpson, 
the keeper of Norwich gao·l, to covey such 
fenli.1e convicts as were then in prison to 
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P'ly111outh, to be sent to Botany Bay. 

Among them there was a young woman, 

with an infant about five month old, that 

she had suckled from its birth. 

" The father of the child was also a felon 

in the same prison, and when the order came 

for the won1an's removal, was very impor­

tunate to be suffered to attend her, but that 

cou1d not be complied with. 

"lVIr. Simpson arrived safe at Plym0t,1th 

with his prisoners, but when he reached the 

vessel to put the convicts on Loar<l, the 

captain peremptorily refused to take the in­

fant, saying, he had received no such or­

ders. Neither the entreaties of Simpson, 

nor the cries of the- agonised mother, on 

being torn from ber child, could 111ake him 

change his purpose, and the poor creature 

,vas carried on board in a state of frenzy. 

"Shocked at the captain's want of huma­

nity, the agonies of the woman, and the 

situation of the helpless child, Mr. Simpson 

resolved to apply to Lord Sydney, and for 

that purpose set off in the first coach for 

London, carrying the young infant all the 

way on his knee, and feeding it at the dif­

ferent inns as well as he could~ When he 
Go 



1J0 

reached London, he placed the child at nurse, and hastened to Lord Sydney's, but could not obtain leave to speak either to him or his secretary ; his humanity was, however, too strong to be restrained, and he was :resolved to wait in the hall for the 
chance of seeing his lordship. Fortunately, 
soon after, Lord Syd·ney passed through, ·when, unmindful of forms, the honest man ran up to him, and iri the blunt, but genu­ine language of humanity, related the ex­
qujsite misery he had lately witnessed, ex­
pressing hjs fears, lest, in the instant he was pleading for her, that the unhappy woman, in the wildness of despair, should have de­prived herself of life. 

"Lord Sydney was at once affected with the distress of the woman, and the disinte­rested generosity of the 1nan ; he immedi­ately promised the child should be restored -to its mother, and spoke hjghly of lvlr. Simpson's spirit and humanity. 
· " Encouraged by this, Mr. Sjmpson ventured to entreat his lordship in behalf of the f;ither of the child, and proved equally ·successful, for his Lordship ordered that he 
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likewise should be sent to Plymouth, to ac­

company the babe and its mother. 

"This point gained, lVIr. Simpson, leav­

jng the infant in London, set out for Nor · 

wich, where he communicated the glad tid 

jngs- he had to relate to the child's father, 

then, ,:<rithout loss of time, brought him to 

London, where, receiving the child, he pro­

ceeded to Plymouth, having, in the whole, 

travelled with it on his knees seven hundred 

miles. 
~, The transport with which the ,voman 

received her husband and her infant, the 

joy of the man, the smiles of the babe in 

seeing its n1other, were beyond description 

interesting ; the blessings that resounded 

from all quarters on the generous Simpson, 

all conspired to gratify him ; and gratify 

it must a man capable of so disinterested 

and worthy an action." 

" Young lady," said Mr. Pennant, 

" though your itory relates to neither 

great men nor heroe~, it will raise the ad­

miration Aof all good people, and cannot 

fail to tou~h the tenderest chords .of the 

heart, A man to travel in the bleak ·month 
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is a proof of patience and courage seldon1 
l1eard of, and I trust his recompence will 
be yet greater than the satisfaction he en­
joyed fro1n his success. Such an example, 
surely, where the parents of the infant not 
entirely depraved, could not fail of its effect, 
and may, through the mercy of God, be the 
first step to awaken their souls to a sense of 
rectitude; then will Simpson not only have 
to boast the restoration of a child to its 
parents, but the leading back two repent­
ant sinners to their offended l\riaker." 

As Mr. Pennant ceased, Frederic exclaim­
ed, '' Oh the good man ! Had I my wish, 
he should never have returned to be a gao­
ler any n1ore." 

" You would, then," said l\1rs. Thorn­
hill, '' have acted very erroneously ; to 
have testified your sense of his worth, and 

· to have rewarded him for it, would have 
been well and proper ; but consider, for a 
moment, would you have deprived the un-' 
happy prisoners of such a friend, for any 

. gratification to your own feelings?" 
'' He was, · indeed, an excellent cha­

. racter;" said George~ " and not only an 
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henour to his profession, but to human 1,a­

ture." 
"Dear n1e," said Caroline, "I wonder 

how he managed the baby, for men hold 

children so awkwardly; and then if it cried, 

he would not know how to hush it." 

- "No. doubt he met with many c1 ifficul­

ties," replied her mother; "but the gene­

rous motive smoothed a-H obstacles.-But 

come, my dear children, wish our frienJ 

Mr. Pennant a good evening; it is your 

hour to retire." 

CONVERSATION XII. 

The proud Man humbled-Cruelty of Queen ~Iary­

.Anecclote of Doctor Cole, Commissioner agaitlst the Pro­

testards in Ireland. 

ON the ensuing morning breakfast was 

scarcely over, when 1\/f r. Rack land was an­

nounced, and Mrs. Thornhill ordered him to 

be admitted. · -

The purse-proud farmer looked more 

hu1nble than usual; he bowed twice, cough-. 

_ed1 and seemed irresolute to speak. 
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" You have business with me, lVI-r. 
Rackland ?" at length said Mrs. Thornhill. 

" Why yes, madam. lVIy son, I am sure, 
had no notion of offending you." 

"I have not accused him, Mr. Rackland." 
" No, madam; but young master get­

ting bail for the soldier, shews he means to 
take his part. On Jacky's side it ,vas no­
thing but a joke, and I should be sorry he 
thought on it ~eriously." 

" Can you call setting a dog at a helpless 
child, and committing a man to prison, a 
joke ? '' 

" My son, I think, madam, was the 
greatest sufferer." 

" .He deserved to be 
boys need correction. 
proper effect." 

so ; forward, cruel 
I hope it will have 

" I . see, 1nadam, you are prejudiced. 
I have no wish to offend either you or 1nas­
ter Thornhill ; and as to the fellow, I am 
content to take no farther notice of the 
affair." 

" If he has injured your son, you have 
an undoubted right to seek redress; if your 
son has injured him, no man ought to be 
above making .a proper atonen1ent, ': 
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'' "\Vhy as to that, madan1, his back has 
paid pretty severely. But as far as a jug or 
two of ale, I have no objection." 

" I _do not undertand settling these differ­
ences, Mr. Rackland; you must, therefore, ) 
use your own method; but of this I wish 
to apprise you, that if your son does not re­
strain the insolence and brutality, that have 
hitherto rendered him detestable to the poor. 
of the whole village, I shall think myself 
bound iH duty, when in my power, to rid 
the1n of so ~npleasant a neighbour. I am 
sorry to speak thus harshly, but I mean it 
,vell. Let me hear of a change in his con­
duct, and I shall be happy to retain, as a 
tenant, a person who has been so many years 
on the estate, and who bas so justly fulfilled 
his agreements." 

Mr. Rackland had no inclination to in­
crease the difference; he therefore curbed· 
his ill-humour, and stan1mered out an ex­
cuse, and Mrs. Thornhill wisheq. him a good 
day. 

Mrs. Thornhill's remonstrance .had ru ·· 
proper effect; for though neither natural 
humanity, nor education, had taught young 
Rackland to feel, yet the sharp reproof, the 



136 
, 

fear of having the lease of the farm forced 
from his father, made him consider seriously, 
for, as Rackland had before observed, he 
was a sharp lad, and minded the main 
chance. 

Accompanied by his father, he therefore 
sought out the solclie_r, preluding his dis­
course . by offering him a guinea, and pro­
n1ising to drop tbe prosecution against him. 

" I thank you, Sir," replied the soJdier, 
"but keep your money; I have been used 
to work, and one guinea earned is , ,vorth 
two that is given. My poor child's arm is 
better, and God _has sent her a noble friend , 
in the lady of the manor, and her angels of 
children. I bear master Rae kland no ill­
will, but am bound to thank him for the 
good he has brought upon me/' . 

Rackland would fain have forced the 
money upon him, but the soldier as strictly 
refused ; and the father and son, both hun1i-­
liatec~, took the road homeward. 

In the mean time, 1'Irs. Thornhill and her 
children were assembled in the drawi ng­
room, when, after conversing some time 
on indifferent subjects, Amelia said, "I have 
been this morning employed in reading the 
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llistory of the Reformation, and tbe subse­
quent events that follo,ved it; they have at 
once interested and grieYed me. That any 
one gifted with common understanding, and 

a human form, should countenance such 
atrocities as Queen lVIary sanctioned, would 

surpass all belief, were they not so strongly 
authenticated by history." 

"What did she do, my dear sister?,, asked 

Caroline. 
" U ncler the rnask of religion she put 

numbers of 1ne11 and won1en to death. by 
burning and other horrid n1eans." 

" Yes," con ti1 ued 1\11 rs. Thornhill; 
"under the influence of her priests, and her 
own bigotted imagination, the mild, the di­
vine doctrine of Christ ·was 1nade the impi­
ous pretence to murder. Strange! that a 
belief in itself so holy as the Christian, could 
ever be so perverted as to become the excuse 
for bloodshed, or that one Christian should, 
however different their forms, draw the <lag~ 

ger on his brother, or condemn him to the, 
fire or the scaffold." 

" The character of l\fary, '' said George, 
"will be banded down to the latest poste ... 
rity, disfigured , an<l disgraced with blood. 
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The persecutions during her reign, which 
heaven of its mercy shortened, for she 
reigned but five years, are horrible io hu-
1nan nature. The Protestants of Ireland 
were, however, 1n some 1neasure, preserved 
fron1 her cruelty by a curious circumstance, 
which I will relate to you, and which was 
copied from ·the papers of Richard, Earl of 
Corke." 

Anecdote of Doctor Cole, Cornmissio'l}er againit the Pro­
testants in Ireland, 

" Queen l\1ai-y having dealt severely witlt, 
the Protestn 1ts in Englo.nd, ubout the latter 
end of her reign signed a commission to 
take the same course with those of Ireland; 
and to execute it with greater force, she no­
minated Doctor Cole one of the commissi .. 
oners. The doctor coming with the com-
111ission to Chester, on his journey, the mayor 
of that city, hearing that her 1najesty was 
sending a messenger into Ireland, and he be­
ing a churchman, waited on the doctor, who, 
while in dis_course with the mayor, took out 
of his cloke bag a leather box, saying to him 
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-' Here -1s a commission that shall lash the­
heretics of Ireland,' calling the Protestants 
by that title. The good woman of the 
house, being well affected to the Protestant 
religion, and also having a Lrother, named 
John Edmonds, of the same, t11en a citizen 
in Dublin, was n1uch troubled at the doc- · 
tor's words, Lut watching a convenient time, 
·while the mayor was taking his leave, and . 
complimenting the doctor on the stairs.) she 
opened the box, took the commission out, 
and placed in lieu ther~of a sheet of paper, _ 
·with a pack of cards wrapped up in it, leav- • 
ing the knave of clubs face uppermost. 

"The doctor returning to his chamber, 
and suspecting nothing· ~f what had been 
done, replaced the box iri his cloke bag. 
The next day, the wind proving-favourable, 
he sailed for Ireland, and landed on the 7th 
of October, 1558, at Dublin. On the doc-­
tor's reaching the castle, Lord Fitzwalter, 
being Inrd dep-ut y, sent for him, to con1e be­
f~He him and the privy c-ouncil. After 'he 
had made a· speech, relating upo1: what ac­
count he came over, he preseptecl the box 
to the lord depaty, _,,vho caused it to be 
openedJ that the secretary n1ight read the 
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mmission. On opening tbe paper there 
,vas nothing but a pack of cards, with the 
knave of clubs uppermost, wbich not only 
startled Lord Fitzwalter an<l the council, 
but also the doctor, who assured them that , 

he had a commission, but k11ew not how it 
·was gone. 

'' The doctor, much troubled, returned 
into England, where he obtained another 
commission from court; but, while he was 
vvaiting for a favourable ,vind at one of the 
sea-ports, to convey hitn to Dublin, news 
reached hitn that the queen was dead, and 
thus God preserved the Protestants of Ire• 
land. 

" Queen Elizabeth was so delighted with 
this story, which ,vas related to her by Lord 
Fitzwa1ter, on his return to England, that 
she sent for Elizabeth Edn1onds, and gave 
her a pension of forty pounds during her 
life." 

" Thank you,. clear George," said Caro­
line, as he concluded ; '' I am glad the poor 
peo.ple were preserved, and that Queen Eli­
zabeth rewarded Edmonds." 

'~ The 111easure of Mary's cruelties were 
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full," replied l\.frs. Thornhill; " the mean~ 
she used to make converts were as repug­

nant to reason as to humanity, and, instead 

of spreading the faith she wished to incul­

cate, tended to destroy it. I-Ier death re--
. lieved the nation frorn a scourge, and made , 
,vay for the g1orious reign of Queen Eliza-

beth, during which religion and commerce 

spread ; the first diffusing peace and happi­

ness over her own people, the latter making 
her honoured and feared by foreign enemies. 
But, enough for this evening ; I have busi- · 

ness to transact which obliges me to sho"rten 
our conversation." 

CONVERSATION XIII. 

Th:e Cruelty of punislzing Children fur the l'anlts of their 

Parents - Hasty Judgments frequently erroneous -

Anecdote of Docto~ Isaac Barrow a11d tlze Dulce of Buck~ 

ingham--Tlte 1:lecessit!) of a proper Appearance. 

lVIRS. Thornhill having given leave, Ame-­
lia, with her sister and Frederic, took. a 
walk round the village, visiting th~ir pensi­

oners, and assisting those they conceived in 

want. On reachi~g Goody_ Martin's, they .· 
\Vere much pleased to find little Polly en1-· 



ployed in learning to knit, an<l cloathed 
neatly in the dress they had sent her. Hav­
ing expressed their satisfaction, and n1acle 
the good dame a small present, they entered 
several other cottages, where Caroline was 
delighted to see the infants cloathed in 
frocks,caps, &c. \\'hich she had assisted to 
make, and whose parents, impelled by gra­
titude, met their young benefactress with a 
pleasure that delighted her. Iler satisfac­
tion, however, met with som.e alloy, for call­
ing on one of the cottagers, \vhorn they had 
repeatedly assisted., they found her house 
dirty, her children's cloaths rent, and her­
s~lf lolling idly over the fire, taking snuff. 

Amelia., who was first speaker, addressing 
the woman, said-" lVI art ha, was rn y 111otber 
to see your cbildren so torn and dirty, she 
would be much displeased; pray be more 
careful in future." 

" Lauk miss," replied the wo1nan, "if I 
had lcnowed you was coming they should 
hzve been as nice as hands could n1ake them, 
but it's of no use to clean them, for if I 
wash and dress them to-day, they get as 
black as tinkers by to-morrow." 

Little mo re discourse passed, and with 
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evident disgust they left the cottage and 
returned home. 

On entering the pal our, !\,f rs. Thornhill 
said, "I fear you have not had a pleasant 
·walk ; Caroline, I think, looks discontent­
ed." 

" Indeed, mamma," answered she, "I was 
quite <leligh tecl till I called at l\1artha 
Brown's, and she has put me so out of hu­
n1ou r, that I am rosol ved ~ will never give 
her any thing more." 

"I am sorry to hear it--Pray what has 
she done, that you pronounce so hastily a 
sentence against her children?" 

""\Vhy, n1amma, she is so dirty, and the 
children are all tatters; those little caps you 
said I made so well, are all torn, and their 
hair sticks up through the holes ; their 
frock~ had no strings in them, and their 
shoes were trodden down, and, worse than 
all, their faces and hands were so filthy, 
t hat they ,vete e'nough to make one sick." 

"A very heavy charge indeed, and I fea r 
a true one, -for lVIartha appears an indolent 
woman; but, my dear Caroline, would it be 

· just to punish the infants for the faults of 
t heir mother?" . 
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Caroline pause~1-· " N Q, mamma, I think 
not, but it is very provoking to see then1 so 
nasty." 

"It is so, 1ny love, but \\Te must use means 
to make ~1artba, if possible, more industri­
oug ; we n1ust threaten to \Vithdraw our 
assistance from her; but it, in reality, would 
be crnel to do so, as, with such a n1other, the 
children would be left to ruin. I have be­
fore thought on the subject, and 1ny advice 
is, that when the children acquire ati age 
to be employed, they should be apprenticed 
to sob_er industrious people, who may eradi~ 
cate the faults imbibed in their infaricy.'' 

'' I know you think right, 1nan1rna," an­
swereJ Caroline, " for the poor children are, 
on second thoughts, more to be pitied than­
those who have a better n10.ther." 

"·You now consider the subject properly," 
retu_rned Mrs. Thornhill, "but who else have 
you seen in your walk?" 

They then informed her where they had 
called, and expressed satisfaction at the com­
fort Polly appeared to enjoy with Goody 
1\Iartin. -

At that moment George entered and 
shared the conversation, which..,,after some 

4 
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time turned on the soldier, whom he spoke 
of in the warmest terms-" He is an unas­

. suming fellow," said he, " and appears a 
good gardener, he also understands the 
management of cattle; he promised little 

, from his appearance, but if he continues as 
he hcis beglln, he will be very usesfu1. I do 
not speak from my own knowledge, but fr01n 
the observations of l\llr. Pennant." 

"vVe should not judge hastily," replied 
~1,s. Thornhill> "the poor man was under 
gre-<!,-t di~ad vantages vvhen you first sa\v him; 
he must have ,been greatly fatigued with 
walking, and his temper was irritated at the 
injury done _to his child/' 

" My dear 111othcr," ~nswered George, 
" I interpreted his defence, ·when before the 
justice, as . you do; his answers else were 
n1odest and unassuming." 

" vVe should ever consider before we form. 
a decided opinion," replied l\1rs. Thornhill ; 
"no person's min,d is always in unison, and 
a premature judgment frequen,tly throws us 
into unpleasant situations." 

" I should suppose it may, and an anec­
dote that,'! recollect of the Duke of Buck­

H 
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' ingham, will prove the truth .of that obser­
vation.,, . 

"Oblige us with it," said Mrs. Thorn­

hill. 
-'' Willingly, Madam," replied George~ 

A.ne.cdote of Doctor Isaac Barrow and tl1e Duke of Buck­
ingham. 

Doctor Isaac Ba1-ro,v was an accomplish­

ed divine, a profound mathematician, and 

the glory of Cam bridge; but withal, one of 

the greatest slovens in nature, and so care­
less of his dress and person, that his appear­

ance was frequently disgusting. It hap­

pened that coming to London from the 

university, he was appointed to preach be­

fore ·Charles the Second, at Whitehall. To­

wards the. close of his sermon the Duke of 

Buckingham came into the chapel, and was 

not .a little shocked at the exter.ior of the 

parson, which promised nothing very ex­

cellent. In short, having no knowledge of 

him by sight.) he took him for some poor 

.. country clergyman, and ,vas not a little 

offended at seeing him in that honourable 

.station. The duke :was the greatest ,;yag 
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1·of the• court, and -had a talent above all n1en 
for turning every thing i11to ridicule; he 

" therefore; ,determined to e_xercise it on this 

miserable ecclesiastic, as he deemed him. 

rie accordingly singled hi11:1,out in_ the anti­
chamber, whither the doctor retired after 

s,½rvice, and abruptly accosted him with, 
" -I think 1naster you preache<l before his 

n1ajesty to-day ?"-Barrow, who was as lit-
~ · tl@ acquainted with the duke as the duke 

was with him, replied, "Yes, Sir, I had that 
/ 

honour.'' 
" Pray," said the duke, "are you a coun­

try clergyman,- or are you beneficed in Lon­
don?,, 

"I ~m of Cambridge, Sir," answered the 
doctor, '' and ain come lately fro1n thence 
hither.-': 

" Oh!" said the duke, " from Can1~ 
- bi'i-dge? aye, that is a noble university;_ you 

have several considerable men there." · 

" Yes, Sir," said the doctor, "then~ are 

· n1any very eminent." 
" "\:V ell but, however," replied the duke, 

"I reckon, as is always the . C4Se in such 

places, you have some one, who outshine.!' 
all the rest in a~cornplisl~ments, ·and accord-

Hi 
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ingly is held in.s~perior est~em.t'.-pray~~v,hq 
is the person that now _holds that ran~?-': >,J 

The doctor . ans-wer~d,-'~-tlJat .j,t ;,vas a 
point he .could IJ,Ot prete~d t0 .d~tJ!I01iJ7-e:" ·1 

·"No~,, said the du-ke, J , ;, that i~ ,sqfpris­
ing, ~ee~ng ·that :you haye ~ne mfl,~ i,n..'.·yoµ:r 
learned community so conspi_cuoµ~, tl}~t it 
is almost impossible he should -escape~-a.ny 
one) o~bservation. Pray, good Sir., _What 
think you of ,Docto-r L~aac .Barrow r'·' 

" I have heard of such a one," .answered 
tbe doctor, coldly. · 

This supposed slight put the duke out of 
all patience) and he used such a volley of 
'.ill language to the offender, as sufficiently 
t estified his resentment .:-" ,vhy you con­
t ernptihle loggerhead," said he, " dare you 
.pretend to say you are of Cam ~ridge, and 
kno\v so little, or speak so slightingly, of the 
.glory of it? You assun1e the ensigns of the 
priestly order, and are unacquainted with 
the brightest ornament of it! I took you for 
a fool when first I saw you, and now I find, 
by experience, 1ny judg1nent was not de­
ceived." 

After these and some other like expres­
.sions, the -duke hastened· from the amazed 
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doctor to the king, whom he immediately 
accosted with-

" Play, Sire, who was it that preached 
before your majesty this morning?" 

The king, who probably suspected that 
the duke had formed some erroneous judg­
ment from Doctor Barrow's negligent ap­
pearance, replied, "you should ask my lord 
chamberlain; you know it is whoever he 
appoints. But pray what makes you en­
quire?,., 

" Why," answered the duke, q I never 
·saw such a fool in my life. I found him 
sauntering in the antichamber as I came 
hither, and I have been roasting him most 
unmercifully." 

" How so ?" said the king. 
" It ,vas iinpossible to forbear," replied 

the duke; "nay, had it not been in respect 
to his cloth, I believe I sho\1ld have thrashed 
him. The idiot's whole mien was so unpo­
lished, that I was sure he had never before 
been at court: I asked him therefore whence 
he came? He said from Cambridge: the 

· name of Alma Mater inspired n1e with some 
r~ar~ for him, and I began to converse 
with him as with a reasonable , creature-I 

H ·:, 
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took it for granted be could not ·be a stranger : 
to the state of th_e· place, and knew who 
,vere of the greatest note in it ; but the · 
,vall of his college ,vas not mofe ign1)rant,.) 
than hirns-~lf; for, when I asked hin1. who ... 
was the most admired and applauded of the 1 

· society? it was a 111atter, forsooth, he could 
not pretend to judge of: and when I tried. 
hi1n farther, by naming to him the honour 
of our age, as well as of the university, 
Doctor Barrow) ,vhat do you think he mut- _ 
tered ? why truly, only that he had heard of. 
such a one. I could no longer bear his_ 
stupidity, but have given him such a lec­
tt.i"re, as will not easily slip his memory." 
. 'the king could hardly refrain laughing 
a( this recital: he saw the scrape the duke 
had brought himself into, and now very 
gi·avely asked him if he had heard any of 
the sermon, the preacher of whrch he had 
oeen_ so liberally abusing? "No,'' answered 
the duke, " I just popped my head into the 
chapel, and saw the boor in the pulpit, 
,v.hich was a sufficien~ antidote to any far­
ther curiosity." 
_· " You were very unfortunate," said tbe 
king;. "if you had -~iven a little attentio11 
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you would have been charmed with his dis-
., 

course, as I was; and it would have pre­

vented ~n adventure which will cause a 

good deal of rnerrimen t at your cost; for 

that insignificant animal, as you describe 

him, whon1 you have been railing at so un .. 

1nercifu1ly, is 110 other than the identical 

Doctoi Isaac Barrow.~, 

The duke was thunderstruck ; he asked 

the king if he was in earnest, and his ma­

jesty declared he was. Away his grace ran,. 

and. found the doctor where he hac.l 1eft 

him. He 1nade a very low bow, seized his 

· hand, and told hi_m he was a penitent come 

to implore his- forgiveness of a fault that 

,vould~ be unparclonable/ was it not the sin 

of ignorance, and owing to the criminal~s. 

·profound veneration for the offended. Doc:-. 

tor Barrow was too sensible of the extraof:.. 

dinary compli1nent which the duke· 'had 

'inadvertently paid him, though delivered iq 

the garb of an insult, but v.rhich was plainly 

the effect of his grace's high estimation <;>f 

merit, therefore thought himself bound not 

only to grant the duke's parclo1~, but lo 
profess a .most grateful sense of the honour 

:which his grace had conferred upon him-

. H4 
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while -the- duke, : oii tbe other Iland, ·vo,VC{1 
an attachrnent-to-·the-do.ctor's interest~ that 
nothing ouf ~the-early=cfeath-of thal uobie:. 
man afterwards <l i-ssol ved~ · · ~ - ., 

:'.-: _'L'Fhank you; Geq:rge;,., ·said Mrs .. T-hor.n ... 
hi11, "yoor.--story · at once presents~a :;proof 
qfmo.desty irr .IJoctor Barrow,. and-·in- ex• 
~mp1e Qf hasty judgment .in ·.the duke; jt 
also is_.a: lesson- foi- every qne. to sLrpporr, ·a 
decent and .cleanly appearance.« -T.alents au4 

-~-duc;_ation niay do much; hut,-. for-::a mer• 
:rnent,. suppos.e .a, man gifte:d .:1v.itb all -tlre 
adyantages·of pers.on and know·le.dge, would 
not alLthese. qualities be sensibly . affected_ 
by being bestowed .011. one ·wJ10 was negli­
gent, ~even to clirtiness, in his ... appearance ?. 
l -~ot1ld be the last to encourage· that .overr; 
strained particularity in dress., ,th.at lead:s 
some people to was-te· frnurs, nay days, in 
icfle decoration ; but neatn_es. is necessary 
to all ranks and conditions, and I hold it 
impossible to thoroughly respect ·any one,_ 
who bas no regard to appearance .. " 

" Indeed I believe it," replied Amelia, 
" . for suppose I loved a friend ever so dearly .. 



I-53 

J- should -be ~erious.ly hurt to ihtroduce her 
to ;n1y .acquai-ntance, or even to see her my,. 
s~lC _di:&gtac;ef4l, . fro111 _1;1eglect .of commpn 
and proper customs .. " · 

•" Doctor Barrow's modesty is a striking 
contrast to Buckingham's rudeness,» replied 
George, "and the a-.pger of the latter m·ust 
be easily excused from .the rnotiv.e;'' , ' · 

:· '' vVhy there, indeed, self-1ove would step 
in," :said l\frs. Thornhill. ~ Politeness is 
req11isite to all people, \vhatever their ap• 
pearance, and surely, most particularly to a 
minister of · the g-ospel. I respect clergy• 
men for the sake of th'e Il)aster whose ser"" 
vants they-are, and am ne,1er more sensibly 
grieved, than when I see them· aet in a man : 
ner derogatqry-to-the d n ties , of their ~tation., 
-But we ,n1ust separat_e for this evening, . 
oons-ider df amu~ement for to ... morrow­
Good night." 

-



15-t 

CONVERSATION XIV .. 

Th.e P.rogress of Genius-Talents and personal Advantage-s 
O{JSCltred, if not lo~t, by' Vanity and JAjfectation-Tli-e 
Rewiu;d of Merif-1Vorthy Examples to be imitated. . . . 

" l\iY dear children, well n1et; to whom 
~ ure-·we to look for entertainment this even­
~ing·-?') s-aid l\lrs. Tl:ornhill : 
_:: · "1ndeed marnrna, '' answered _Caroline, 
::",c:.it i;yotir turn; · pray oblige us at least by 
~,- one-short story.,, 
-: :- :. · ·a- WiHin-gly ;· I will relate to you an in­
. -stance; ·· which proves that g'enius and per­
·. ~severance . ,\,iH overcome ~11 the d isadvan-
- tages of birth, fortune, an<l education ; and 
.that a n1an who is once taught to read, 

:_- nia·y · acquire ·the knowledge of different 
· :-l-angu~ges, and the most profound sciences 
~ vithout an instructor." 

· The Progress of Geniu$. 

, Ed1nund Stone, a native of Scotland, was 
the son of a gaydener to the Duke of Ar­
gyle; he arrived at eight years old before 
he learned to read. By chance, a servant 
having taught young Stone the letters of 
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the aiphabet, there needed nothing more 

to discover and expand his genius. Heap­

plied himself to study, and arrived at the 

knowledge of the most sublime geometry 

anct analysis, without a master, without a 

conductor, without any other guide but 

pure gen ms. 
At eighteen years of age --he hztd made 

these considerable ad v~pce~ without being 

known, and without k.f1owing himself the 

extent of his acquisitions. The Duke of 

Argyle, who joined _to his military talents a 

· general knowledge of every -science that 

adorns the mind of a man of his rank, walk­

ing one day in his garde11, saw lying on the 

grass a Latin copy of Sir Isaac 'Newton.'~ 

,celebrated Principia. 
He called some one to him to carry it back 

to his library. Our young· gardener told 

him that the book belonged to him. "To 

you ! " replied the cl u kc, " Do you under­

stand Geon:1etry, Latin, Newton ?0
-" I 

know a little of them," returned the young 

rnan, with an air of simplicity, arising frotn 

a profound ignorance of his own knowledge 

and talents. The duke was surprised, and 

. having a taste for the sciences, he entered 

H 6 . 

I 
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into conversation with the young mathenia= 
tician : he asked hin1 several questions, , and 
was astonished at the force, ·the accuracy,. 
and the candour of 'his answers. " But - . 

how," said the duke, '•" ·came you by the 
knovvledge . ,of all these things r'~ Stone 
replied-'" A servant taught me ten years 
since to read : does one need to know any 

· thing more than the twenty-four letters, in 
order to learn any thing else that one 
wishe.s ?" The duke's curiosity redoubled­
l1e sat down upon a bank, and · requested a 

, detail 0f all his proceedings in becoming s·o 
learned. 1 -· 

: " :l first learned to read," . said Stone : 
·_~, ·the ·masons ·were then at work upon your 
,!louse: I went near them one day, and •I 
saw:that the architect used a rule and com-, ' 
passes, and that he n1ade calculations. · I 
ienquired ,yhat 1night be the meaning and use 
Jof ,these ~hings; and I was informed that 
:there ·was a science called .aritpmetic: ·I 
purchased a book of arithme,tic, anc.l I ·learn­
ed it.-I was told there was another science 
ealled geometry : I bought the books1 and 
I learned geometry. By reading, I found 
that there : w~re good books, in these t-wo 
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~~ienc.es, in ·Latin : I bought a dictionary, 
_:·and I r learned :Catin. I understood ·also 
th_at there were g.ood books of the same kind 

' iii French-: · I · -!?ought a tlictionary, and I 
:"']earned ,,French. .And this, my Lord, is 
··whit I hav.e ,done : it seems to me that we 

' cmay learn every thing when we · know the 
',t·..venty .. fo.ur letters of thealphabet.u 
::.1 This ,account chavmed the .duke. He 
·drew ,this :·wonderful genius out of his ob­
'-scurity,. and.provided him with an em,ploy­
-n1ent -which ,left him plenty of time to apply 
~hinJself to ;the sciences. He discovered in 
him also the same genius for music, for 
painting, for architectlire, and for ,• arll the 
isciences. that depend upon calculations '. aria 
~proportions. , -1Mr. Stone was authoi• and 
' ttanslaror 0£ many learned works ; was rad .. 
lrnitted a Fetl'ow gf• the Royal Society,·3anij 
,Ji,v,ecL at -Oillce honoured for the qualitie$~ 1d>f 
hi.s . head and heart ; for, though ,,·,raise-cl , 
.from obscurity,: be .was not elated, bnt; ,with 
the ut1h1ost simplicity of manners., .his1 1fnO!-­

desty and his learning Wet!:it hand · in halt1Jf}\;3' 
. . " Thank y0u, 1 mamma:, 'l_ •said '.F-reele,ici> 
" . No\v, I fear, .if .!' had been 1Mr.' Storre,lI 
should have been ·vei·y -p;roud;, for'.'lJ J m·us.t 
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have kno\vn that I ·was n1uch cleverer than 
other people, to learn so much wjthout 
being taught." 

" That be ,vas sensible of his powers 
there can be no doubt," replied l\tirs. 
Thornhill1; - " but had he poss-e5sed a large 
share of vaiiit'y, I much questjon if he had 
ever acquired such a stock of know1€dge. In 

. that case, when he had gained a little, vanity 
would have n1acle him suppose his know-

·ledge tenfold w~at it in reality was, and he 
would have stopped far distant from the 
height of fame to which his learning raised 
him. In effect, I know nothing that is so 
greaJ a drawback on talents, or even perso­
nal adva~tages, as vanity and affectation ; 
they make us consider the first with disgust~ 
mingled with our admiration, and view the 
lq.tter ,without any sentiment but contempt. 
]1 or a.1n)oment let us consider the reverse, 
and s,uppose talents and knowledge gra{:ed 

. with 111odesty, then are we irresistibly at­
.tr.act~d ,. and our reason pays the willing 
debt due to merit. Personal advantages, 
disgujsed with vanity and affectation, are 
,still .more disgusting, fer neither the eyes, 
t@ngue, or movements of the body, are n~-



ttital; and our a'dmiratio-n of beauty is lo5t 

1n -cof1 ten1plating the odious mask that over­

shadovvs it." 
- - '' My ~dear mother, you have given an 

· ins ta-nee ' of what genius and perseverance 

· are capable· of; with your leave I will re­

· 1ate a·nother. where industry and .good con-

duct raised a n1an f-rom the lowest rank of life 

to the command ·cf the British fleet." 

· =:: ,~Deir George,. let us hear it," said Caro­

J:ine.·, 

---
. The Reward of Merit ., 

' J 

.: . ·,, -Sir" 9loude;ley Shovel was born about 

the year 1650, of pare·nts in the lower rank 

of iife . . C I-le' was put apprentice to a shoe..:. 

maker', ' but' disriking this profession, · he 
~ • l .,-' ' f 

abandoned it a few · years after, and went"tro 

sea." ·He ,vas at first a cabin-boy with · Sit 

',Christophe1: Myn-ns, but applying·. to the 

. study of'navigation with indefatigable in•:. 

<lustry, his' sKill a~ ·a seaman soon raised hiin 

' 

a hove that station. "
1 

. " The corsairs of Tripoli having commit­

eel great outrages on the Engli~h i-n the 

., I 
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lvfediterra.neap, Sir .John 1'-{arborough · w~s ~ 
.sent in 1_67 4 to reduce then1 to reaso.:n. : :As 
he had 1·eceived qrder~ to try the -eff..e~ts ~f 
negociation before he proce_e<led to hostili~ 
ties, he sent fylr. Shovel, ·whq-was at :that 
time a lieutenant. in hi. fleet, . to d.eman<l sa·­
tisfaction. The Dey treated. him with great 
disrespect, and sent him back without an 
answer. Sii: John dispatched him a second 
tim~, with orders to remark particularly the 
situation of things on shore. The be­
ha vi our of the Dey was ,vorse than before. 
Upon lVIr. Shovel's return, he informed 
Sir John that it would be possible, notwith­
standing their fortification, to burn all the 
ships in the harbour. The boats were ac­
cpr<li'Ogly manned, and the command of 
them given to Lieutenant Shovel, , who seiz­
ed the guardship, and burnt four others, 

1 without losing a man. Thfa action so ter­
, r.ified the Trjpolines, that they sued for 
peaceo Sir J obn Narborough gave S? fa­

. vourable an account of this . exploit, that 
Ivlr .. Shovel vvas s0011 after made captain of 
the Sapphire, a fifth rate· shjp, 

''-In the . battle ot Bantry Bay, after the 
revolutio.n, he co1nman<led the Edgar, and, 
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fof his·gallant behaviour in th:at:iction} w~ 
ioun aftetknightec! by King vVi1lian1. Next 
-year he was employed in transporting an 
army into Ireland, a service which he per­
formed \vith so much diligence and dex­
,ierity, "that the king raised him to the rank 
u£ rear-admiral 0f the blue, a11d delivered 
-his commission with his own hands. Soon 
:after he was 1nade rear-ad mi1·al of the red, 
and .shared the -glory of the victory at La 
H'ogtrt'l.' In-H~94 he born batded Duhkirk, 
and ' afterwards commanded the grand fleet 
in the~. ~fediterranean, nnd did evei-y thirlg 
iti' ·his-powei· to :assist the Protesta11ts \vho 
were i-11 arms 111 tfae Cevennes. 

- ~~ Soon after- the battle o.f Malaga he Y.1as 
presented by Prince George to Queen Anne, 
who ,received Jhini graciously, , and neit 
year. elnployed ·hi~ as. con1rnander jn chief/, 

:~1',' In 17.05 heieornn1and.ed the fleet,. which 
was setlt·intc,t'he. Mediterrane,an, ahd it wills 
o~;ing. to h,irn , chiefly that Barcelona : wa"& 
taken. -After\• an .. unsuccessful atter.npt upon 
Toulon, he sailed for Gibraltar, a-nd2fr.orrl 
thence homeward, with a part of the ;fleet. 
Oi1 the -~~nd-of Octooer,. at hight,, -his ·ship, 

• • , · I I ~ ll , l ' ' 
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rocks of Sc.illy, and ·all-, 0!1 _b~rrd perished. 1 

His body wa~ fouriu · by S0111~ ' fishei"rrien L­

on the island of Sci_lly~: ,vho_ stripped it of a ,r 

valuable ring·, and afterwai:as ~burie~~ it. · .l\1Ir. 
Paxton, the purser of the Arundef; heari11g ~ ~ 
of this, found out the fellows, and o~liged ~ 
then1 to discover where_ they had buried the -
body. He carr1ed it on board his o'wn ship 
to Portsmouth, fro111 whence it ,vas con­
veyed to London, and interred with great 
solemnity in West1ninster ,Abbey. A mo­

nu1nent was afterwards erected to his men10- · 
,ry by direction of the queen." 
. '' Poor Sir Cloudesly ! " said Frederic·; 
" I am very sorry, that, after so 1nany great · 
action~, he should be drowned." · 

'' The weakness of human nature," re;. 
plied Mrs. Thornhill, " shrinks from the· 
idea of a pren1ature death, but true piety­

, vie.ws all for the best; and Vlhether G·ocl 
, p_l~ases to call us by diseas~, by fire, or water;­
.is, very immaterial, so we have lived ,vell." 

" V ndoubtedf y so~" said ·George; "yet 
.th~ feelings of the surviving friends, in such 
cases, n1ust. be deeply wounded." 

"They must; but are not those feelings 
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in all prop.ability equaflf acute, ,vheri we· see 

those \Ve Jove linger in agony and <li'sease, 

wi~hout ,bq_pe of cure ?. The God ·who 

gives life is the best judge when, and how, 

tQ call back his own gift, for which may we 

be-pi·epared, and leave the rest to his wis-
•J 

don1." 
c, Oh, 1namma, I wish I ,vas able to study 

like Mr. Stone," said Frederic. 

'' The wish is praise-worthy. l\Ir. Stone 

and Sir Cloudesley Shovel are proofs that 

neither poverty, nor want of education, can 
que~cf1 or stifle the sparks of real genius 

and industry. With what indefatigable 

perseverance must Stone have studied, to 

obtain such great acquirements ? And what 

graise was clue to the valiant Sir Cloudesly 

,vho, from the low rank of a shoe-maker, 

1i}sed himself, by his o,vn merit, to the-· 

c·ornmand of the British fleet-? Self-ennobled, 

he was an honour to his name and country. · 

May you, my children, frotn such examples, 

learn to be active _ and worthy members of 

society ; · to benefit by the instructions you 

receive, and study to as:quire a real kno,v~ 

ledge of whatever may be useful/' 



CONVERSATION XV. 

()n the inordinate Desire of Fame and Conquest-Pr~ 
dence sometime3 better than C0urage--:-Acr-ount of the 
Rose Budz-Of th-e Roso of Je1:icko-Supersntion re: 
specting it. 

1VIRS. Thornhill and her youthful party 
being seated round the fire, they discoursed 
on the occuirrences of the day, until, revert-­
ing to their studies, George said-'' Frede­
ric has been reading the life of Alexander 
the Great to-day, and,- frnm cultivating 
_land, has suddenly turned hero, and, in idea, 
bas already desolated whole kingdoms.,_ and 
slain all his enemies.,,, 

"' I am sorry for it," returned Mrs. 
Thornhill, srniling; "I had much rather he 
had conquered them by milder 1neans. I 
despise a coward, but I yet more detest a de­
sire of unbounded conquest, and I cannot 
think that t\pon a second considerati011 Fre­
deric would change situation&-with his hero." 

Frederic remained silent, anJ 1\1rs. Thorn­
hill continued. "'Tis true, Alexander's 
arms ·were victorious wherever he came ; 
he conquered kingd0,ms at pleasure, and 
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tlistributed diadems among his friends.. 
But, alas,_ at wh_at:-:_a p.rice ·of blood were they 
won ! Pestilence and famine are mild 
--seourges;r•dimpared ~o .lt~e: _arms of Al~xan-
0('1°~r_; t~·ey a're'• s~n-~ by 'the. Vi$itation of God, 

) . , . , . . . . ~ . 
but his conquests were the sco'urg~ of n1an-
kind. Greed_y of fame, he stopped at no 
means to obtain it, and the conque~or, bitn­
·self-the slave of riot and licentiousness, in 
an-hour of intoxication and folly, not only. 
murdered his friend, but set fire to one of 
the -finest cities in the ,vorld. Think, in 
that moment, of the common distress, df the 
agonizing groans of .the dead and dying; 
.and those who survived turn·ed fotth to 
wander, with.out home or food. Think of 
these, and then tell me whether you would 
have hekl the tonih of Alexander to fire the 
city of Pe1;sepol1s; to have been 111aster of all 
his conquests?" 

"-Oh, mamn1a ! , .. , replied Frederic, ·with 
-downcast eyes, "" I would sooner have been 
a beggar.,., 

-" ·And what honest heart wou1d not ?" 
returned M·1~s. ThornhiH. · " The brave sol­
dier~ who defends his country ,when neces~ 
sily calls, deserves to be -ho11oured' 1 by all ~ 

/ 
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men, hut he who sheds blood merely to 

aggrandize his name, and extend his co·n­

quests, merits universal detestation. Cou­
rage is a desirable quality in all 1nen, but 

without prudence degenerates into cruelty, 

and instead of obtaining its purpose, fre­

quently defeats it. ,vhen joined, they a're, 

indeed, great and praise-worthy; if you, my 

dear Frederic, are to be a soldier, may your 

courage be tempered with mercy, and your 

conquests be of the nature of one that I will 

relate to you," 
"Do tell it, dear rnamn1a," said Frederic; 

",vere I any thing that displeased you, I 

should be unhappy." 
Mrs. Thornhill kissed his cheek, an<l be­

gan as follows : 

Prudence sometimes better than Courage. 

" S01ne vears a o·o durin°· a con test be-
.1 b' b 

tween the English and an Indian Rajah, the 

army of the former took the only son of the 

latter prisoner, a youth of not more than 

ten years old. On being brought before 

the com1nanding officer, that gentle1na11, to 
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---·· the' astonishment of all his company, ordered 

. the lad to· be restored to his father on the 

ensuing day. The elder officers warmly re­

•J monstrated against so impolitic a measure, 

_ saying, that with such a prisoner they might 

make their own tern1s; and to give him 

back, without ran5orn, was to throw away 

. fortune ,vhile in their grasp. The colonel 

was, however, imn1oveably fixed in ·his de­

tern1ination, and having entertained the 

youth ,vith great kindness during the night, 

he selected a party in the n1orning., and or­

dered them to convey the young prince to 

his father. ' Go,' said h~ ; ' tell the Rajah 

w·e ca1ne not to break on the sacred ties of 

farnilies, but to claim what is ours by right 

of agree1nent. We return his son safely, 

and by sun-rise will 111eet hi1n in the field 

to-morrow, and there conquer or die.' 

·'' The messengers, on being admitted in­

to the Rajah's camp, presented . the Prince 

to his father, and delivered their cornq_1is­

s..ion. The Rajah at first received them 

wit!) sullen dignity, but unbending at sight 

of his son, he said, in his own language, to 

the child-' The enemy thinks it not of 

sufficient -consequence to detain thee.' 
. 1 



'" 'Ene1ny, father 1' replied -the youth, 
'they behaved_ like friends ; for the Colonel 
,viped away 1ny tears, and assured 111e I 
should see you again this day. He also 
said that he had a young son of his own, 
~nd that he on!y acted by me, as he hoped 
ia the same case you would tave done by 
him.' 

'" The Rajah made no reply, but turning 
to the n1essengers, dismissed them1 saying, 
'I will send your commander my answer Ly 
the clo,se of day. I am not accustomed to 
accept of obligations, and n1ust consider of 
this.' 

"The messengers, who had expected rich 
presents, returned much dissatisfied, and 

- could not conceal their disappoil1tment when 
they reached the camp; in short, they attri­
buted the conduct of.the colo11el to cow-· 
ardice, as the Rajah's forces more than dou­
bled theirs ; yet, with such a prisoner, had 
he been detained, they had no doubt, as 
they sai<l, of 1naking their own terms. The 
colonel listened to their discontcn t with­
out passion; at length replie~,-' If any 
n1anhere thinks me a coward, let him put n1e 
to the proof, and if I n1ake hin1 not unsay 

3 
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it, n1ay the name, in truth, fall upon me. 
Not greedy of gain, I have ,vished to save 
the effusion of blood, and much a1n I 1nis­
taken, if the method I have used does not 
answer my purpose. Rude and ferocious, 
the 11un1ber of the enemy 1nore than doubles 
ours, and the Rajah, b.ereft of his child, 
,vould have resembled a lioness robbed of 
its young, and shewn no mercy to those 
,vho might have fallen into his hand:i. ' We ­
shall now m,eet upon equal terms ; the cou­
i·age and skill of Engli~hrnen will supply the 
deficiency of num hers, and disgrace fall upon 
the n1an who flies from his duty in the con­
test.• 

"Notwithstanding all the colonel could 
urge, the utn1ost discontent prevailed. At 
the c1?se of day. officers arrived from the 
Rajah, to entreat a truce of three days, 
pledging hi s solemn faith, not to increase 
his strength or nu111bers in that tin1e. This 
request ·\vas also granted, and the murmurs 
continued till the second day ·: at that pe­
riod, a messenger fro1n the enemy requested 
the commander to attend at the boundaries 
of the camp, where the Rajah wished to 
confer with hin1. The colonel drawing up I . 
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his men, consented; but what \\yas their as­
tonishment, on reaching the spot, to find 
only the Rajah, his .son, and a few attend­
ants. ' Commander,' said he, addressing 
the colonel, ' we meet, I trust, as friends, 
for you have stolen the weapon fro1n 1ny 
hand, and, controverting nature, have 1~ade 
me a coward. I yield, without bloodshed, 
to the demands of the Englisb, and, if they 
all resemble you, have no clou bt of a lasting 
friendship reigning between us; but, as a 
memoTial of the present day, you n1ust ac­
cept a token of my friendship, which will 
to-morrow be convey.eel to your camp.' 

" The colonel expressed liis satisfaction 
to have the dispute thus terminated, and the 
parties each retired,- well satisfied, to their 
separate boundaries, though the colonel's 
men were somewhat abashed, to find that be 
had judged 1nore properly than they should 
have dune. 

"True to his promise, on the ensuing 
day several commissioners arrived at t11e 
English camp, with rich presents for th~ 
commander, and others of less value for 
the inferior officers, and even common men. 
The colonel received them with politeness, 
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and the contested business being arrang­
ed, they took their leave, when this ge­
nerous 1nan insisted on sharing his part ,vith 
his brother officers, and by so doing increas­
ing the shares of the soldiers. So disinte-

, rested a conduct gained all hearts ; they re­
peatedly begged hi_§ pardon for their former 
behayiour, and warmly remonstrated against 
the proposal; he was ho-wever inexorable, 
and the division ,vas accordingly n1ade. 
I perhaps nee<l not tell you, tbat after this. 
he became so beloved among his brother 
officers and almost idolized an1ong his men, 
that his opinion was a law, and happy did 
the soldier deem . himself who served under 
his command. During ten years, which 
he remained afterwards in India, he esta­
blished a pern1an~nt peace between the 
English and the Rajah ; he became rich 
with honour, preserved his heal th by ten1-
perance, and at length returned to his na-­
tive land, to enjoy the riches he had ac-· 
quired, unembittered by injustice or oppres­
sion." 

" Such_ is my story : Frederic, in my opi 
nion; my hero is greater than yours; as tne 

I 2 
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conqueror who saves the life of one of his 

1 
enemies is highe·r in my esteem than he ,vho 
takes a town by storm, and deluges the 
earth with their blood. But come, let us 
change the discourse. · vVhat have been 
your studies to day, Caroline ?" 

" l\!Iamma, I have been reading with ll_lY 
sister Arne1ia an account of the rose bush."' 

"Pray, then, favour us with a repetition 
of it." 

'' Willing1y, 1namma. There are nume­
rous sorts of the rose, and many varieties 
in each species, though some authors think 
that there is but one real specjes of the rose, 
which is the com1'!1on dog rose of tbe hedges. 
They however are now, according to the 
received arrangement, divided into fourteen 
sorts, e_ach comprehending several varieties." 

" Thank you, my love ; I Fejoice that , 
you observe what yon reacl. n 

'' I also read,"' said Amelia, '" an account 
of the rose of Jericho, but, from the descrip­
tion, it appears far inferior to that flower 
mentioned in the holy scripture. The rose 
shrub of Jericho is a small plant., ,vith a 
bushy root, about -an inch and a half in 
lengt~1. It has a nun1ber of stems which 
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·1i verge from the earth; they are covered 

with few leaves, but loaded ,vith flowers, 

which appear red when in bud, turn paler~ 

when they fxpand, and at length become 

entjre1y white, and bear a_ great resen1blance 

to the elder flower, but are entirely destitute 

of smell. The stems never rise more than 

four or /five inch~s fron1 the ground. The 

branches of this shrub, 1vhen it sheds its 

leaves and flowers, bend in the middle, and 

en twini11g with each other to the top, form 

a kind of globe, during the great beats, 

but in 1no1st or rainy ,veather, they again 

open and expand. / 
~i In this countTy of st1pc-rsthkn1. nnd 

i0 'norance the alternate openino· and 
b ' · b 

closing of this plant is considered as a peri- · 

odical n1irac1e, which heaven permits to 

operate thus, in order to make known 

the events of this world; the inhabitants, 

therefore, co1ne and examine these shrubs 

,,vhen they are about to undertake a journey, 

fonn an allianc~, on the birth of a child, 

or conclude any affair of consequence. If 

the stems of the plant ~re open, they do not 

doubt of success; but they account it a very 

bad omen if they find the1n shut ; and, if it 
I 3 
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be not too late, immediately renounce their project." 

"Thank you, my love," said lvlrs. Thorn­hilt "The consulting of plants is not n1ore superstitious than the method the an­cients used of examining the entrails of the victi1ns they sacrificed, and from thence of drawing prognostics of fnture events. That we are more enlightened let us - not be vain, but regard with thankfulness the progressive light that has banished from our 1ninds the clouds of ignorance and snperstition, and left us no excuse if we deviate from the truth laid down fol' our guide and example. But it grows late; good night." 

CO.1. VERSATION XVI. 

Life of Jolin Bart, an Admiral in the Frencli Ser'Cice-1'he Family of the Earl vf Errol.first en11obled for tlieir Valour-The J.Vlotto of the Family vf Keith obtained from Malcolm, King of Scotland. 

"!\.JY dear children, to ,rhich of you 111ust I apply, for the first subject of this evening?" said l\1rs. Thornhill.. 
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" To George, if you p1ease, madam, ' 1 

replied Amelia; "he has the greatest op­

portunity of obtaining amusing informati­

on, we will therefo're claim the beginning 

frorn him." 
· "vVith all my heart," answered he. "I 

read to day of a French commander~ who, 

for birth and valour, may be placed on a 

parallel with Sir Clouclesley· Shovel, of who1n 

·we were speaking in one of our late conver­

sations." 

"Pray, brother, do give us an account of 

him," said Frederic. 

Life of Jolui .Bart, Admiral in tlie Frencli Service., 

'' John Bart, an admiral in the French ser­

vice> ,vas the son· of a poor fisherman of 

Dunkirk, and famous for a variety of ac­

tions, no less singular than valiant. With­

out patrons, or any one to attend to but 

himself, having passed through the several 

inferior ranks, he rose to the highest ho­

nours, and in the- year 1691 was ordered 

to attend the king at: Versailles. Ignorant 

of the rnanners of the ·world, and all me­

tbods of dress but those to which he wa:~ 

accustomed at sea, h_e resolved to be as fine 
I 4 . 
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as possible on the occasion, and therefore or­dered a suit of gold tissue, lined throughout with silver stuff. This dress ,vas, however, so uneasy, that, on leaving the presence, he observed, that he hoped never more to wear court clot11es, as they had almost scrubbed him to death, ,which you 1nay readily be­lieve, as they were lined with silver tissueo On being _presented to the king, his majesty received him very graciously, saying, ' John Bart, the many proofs of valour you bave shewn have caused me to appoint you com­n1ander in chief of a squadron on the point of sail~ng.' The honest sailor, unaccustomed but to speak as he thought, bluntly replied, --'You have done very well, Sir;' an answer that occasion~d a great burst of laughter from all the courtiers. But Louis the Fouroq teenth, unwilling that a brave man should be confused by their mirth, addressing tbe1n gravely, said,-' You are n1istaken, gentle­n1en, on the .. meaning of the answer of John Bart; it is simply that of a man who knows his own value, and i1:1tends to give n1e fresh proofs of it.' 

" His appointment' was the cornn1and ' of seven frigates and a fire ship, with 
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which he found means to pass tbe Dut\jh 

and English fleet, consisting of thirty-two 

ships of war, that then blocked up the har­

bour of Dunkirk, and on the ensuing· day he 

took four English vessels, richly freighted, 

and bo1:nd for the port of Archangel; he 

then set fire to eighty -six sail of merchant 

ships of various burthens, and making a cles­

cen t on the coast of England, near N e,v­

ca§tle, he burnt two h11ndred houses, and 

brought ·into Dunkirk-prizes to the amount 

of 500,000 crowns. About the close of 

the same year, 1692, being on a cruize to 

thenort-b, with three men of ,var, he fell 

in with a fleet of Dutch merchant ships 

load ed ,vith _corn, and convoyed by three 

~hips of war. Bart attacked and captured 

one of them, after having put the others to 

flight, which he chased until he n1ade him­

self m,aster of sixteen of their number. In 

the year 1693 he had the command of the 

Glorieu,i·, of 66 guns, in order to join the 

naval armament commanded by Tourville, 

and which surprised the fleet off Smyrna. 

Bart, being separated from the fleet by a 

5torm, had the fortune to fa11 in with six 

Dutch vessels., richly la~den, near to Foro, . 
I 5 
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some of which he burnt, and drove the rest 
on shore. This indefatigable seamen, a 
few months after, set sail with six n1en of 
·war, for convo-ying to France, from the 
port of Velker, a fleet loaded with corn, 
and conducted ·it safe into Dunkirk, though 
the English and Dutch had sent three ships 
of the line to intercept it. In the spring_ 
of 1694, be sailed with the same ships for 

.the Eurpose of returning to Velker, to join 
a fleet again loaded with corn. This fleet 
b.?-cl already left the port, to the number of an hundred sail and upwards, under the 
escort of three Danish and Swedish ships,: 
when it ,vas 1net between the Texel and the 
Vlee by the Vfre-Admiral of Friesland, and 
Hidde, who commanded a squadron of 
eight ships 9f war, had already taken pos­
session of it, when the intrepid Bart ca111e 
up with him at the height of the Texe1, and, 
though far inferior in numbers and weight 
of meta-l, not only. retook all the prizes, but 
also the ,rice-Adn1iral, and two other ships. 
This great action deservedly procured him 
a patent of nobility. Two years afterward~ 
he again occasioned a great loss to the 
Dutch, by .capturing a part of their fleet,. 



which he met two leagues from the Vlee .. 

1-Iis squadron consisted of eight vessels of 

war, and several privateers, and the Dutch 

fleet of two hundred sail of n1erchant ships, 

escorted by a number of frigates. Bart at­

tacked them with bis usual bravery, boarded 

the commander himself, and took thirty 

merchant ships and four of the convoy, 

without suffering himself more than a tri­

fling loss. He ,vas, however, unable to com­

plete this triumph, for almost immediately 

meeting with twelve Dutch men of war, be 

w-as oblige to set fi,re to bis prizes, and only 

escaped himself by being in a swift sailing 

vessel. 
"After rendering his country such emi­

nent services, this celebrated mariner died 

at Dunkirk in the year 1702, at the age of 
fifty-one. I-le is justly reckoned among the; 

n1ost skilful and fortunate naval com­

n1anders that France haq_ ever to boast. In 

his stature he was tall, robust, and welt- ·. 
formed, though of a rough and clumsy ap­

pearance. He could neither read nor write,. 

having" only learned to subscribe his name. · 

'.He spoke little and i.ncorrect1y, and, igno-. 

. rant of the rnqnners of polite company, on 
I 6 
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all occasions with the bluntness of a sailor; in short, he appeared formed for the profes­sion he em barked in, and in which he seemed fitted · for the n1ost bold and daring actions, rather than for the 11\ore calm de­signs of projected conquest." 

"Valour, of whatever country, or of \vhatever degree, deserves _to be . recorded, and remen1bered with honour," sajd ·Mrs. Thornhill ; " and all I can add is, heaven preserve us fron1 such an eBemy as he was to the Dutch ! Like Sir Cloudesley, as you observed~ he raised himself from the lowest station to _ the highest honours. -His pro­fess-ion employed all his thoughts, and he doubtless n1ade ·jt his whole stud_)', for he divided it with no other. Endowed with a courage superior to danger, be resolved on conquest, and obtained it ; bnt I much question, as you observed at tbe conclusion of your narration, whether he would have been calculated for actions in - which pru­dence and cahnness of mind ·were 11eces-sary." , 
" Now we are upon the subject of cou­rage/ sajd Ame1ia, " do you recollect the ,. 4 
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anecdote of the first ennobling of the family 

of Hay, Earl of Errol ?" 
" I do not; relate it to us," replied l\frs. 

Thornhill. 
'' The account js short. In the reign of 

l{enneth the Third, king of Scot1and, a 

battle was fought between the Scots and the 

Danes at Longcartie, in which the former 

fled before the latter, until a peasant of the 

name of Hay, and his two sons, who were 

ploughing in a narrow pass, seeing the dis­
grace of their countrymen, seized on the 

yokes of the oxen, which they were using 

in their labour, and with these stopped their 

flight ; and, by exhortation and example~­

brought them back to . the field of battle, 

where they gained a c:omplete conquest over 

the Danes. The king, and the states of the 

kingdom, with great justice, ascribed this 

victory, and their own safety,-to the valour 

of Hay, and in consequence enriched him 

and his sons, giving. them not only great 

part of the spoil of the Danes, but also as ­

n1uch land as a falcon flew over. The bird 

lighte~l at a place called, frotn that event, 
the Falcon's stone, and which proved six 

miles in length and four in breadth, lying 
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between Tay and Errol. The king also, 
' granted them the following arms, which 

their family yet bear : three bloody shields, 
supported by two naked men with yokes. 
From these brave n1en are descendet the 
families of Errol, Twcedale, &c." 

" Their nobility was justly earned,'' said_ 
George ; " as was also the motto obtained 
by the family of Keith, from 1VIa1colm, king 
of Scotland." 

" 0 blige us by the relation," said l\f rs. 
Thornhill. 

"The - Danes having subjected part of 
the north,ern provinces of Scot1and, resolv­
ed to conquei· the who1e, and for that pur­
pose sent a strong force under t11e com­
mand of Can1us, one of their 1110s t renown­
ed generals. HaYing effected their ]anding, 
they advanced to the village of Panbride, 
,vhere they encamped at a place ca11ed K.ar­
boddo. Malcolm jn the n1ean time drew 
near with his army, and encamped in a 
place called Barr, in the neighbourhood of 
which both parties prepared to decide the 
fate of Scotland. The engagement was­
desperate, and so bloody, that the rivulet 
which proceeds from Loch Tray is said to 
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have had its waters dyed with the blood of 

the slain ; but at length the Danes gave 

,vay, an<l flecl. There was at tbat period., 

ju the army of Malcolm, a young prince of 

· the mame of Keith, commander of a colony 

of th~ Catti, a German nation, who had 

settled in the northern part of Scotland, and 
from whom the county of Cathness takes 

its name. The prince pursued Camus, and 
having overtaken him, engaged and killed 

him, but another Scots officer coming up at 

the - same time, disputed with l(eith the 

gl01:y of the action. Malcoltn was n1ade 

arbitrator in the dispute, and ordered them 

to decide it by private con1bat, in which 

co_ntest Keith also proved victorious, and 

killed his antagonist. The dying man con­
fessed the.justice of Keith's claim,.· and l\!Ial- • 

colm, dipping his finger in his blood, mark­

ed the shield of Keith with three strokes, 

pr,dnouncing the words, ' veritas vincit, ' 
truth overcomes. • vVhich words have ever 

since been the 1nott_o of the family of I(ei th. 

" _Son1ewhat more than a century ago, at 

K.arboddo, near a ·rude monu1nents called 

Can1us's Cross, was discovered a large sepul-· 

chre, supposed to be that of Camus ; it 
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consisted of four great stones, and had in it 
a huge skeleton, co1-uecturecl to be that of 
the Danish prince. The fatal stroke ap­
peared to have been given on the back part 
of the head, a considerable part of the 
skull being cnt away, probably by a stroke 
of the sword." 
· "The motto was, indeed, applicable/ 

said Ame1ia ; " but I must confess, that 
deciding contests by single combat., must 
have been, in my opinion, a very unjust 
method." 

" It was the cus-tom of the ancient 
knights," replied l\lI rs. Tboi11 hiL1, " and 
doubtless 01·jginated from a re1jgious mo­
tive, -that heaven ·wou1d defend the inno­
cent; however, as you j ustly obsen·e, it 
was a very uncertain trial ;. for though we 
can have no doubt but Providence guides 
and protects the just, yet it does not always 
follow that its especial .care is shewn in 
~vorldly affairs ; and hard incleed was the 
fate of that man, who was adjudged guilty 
because his opponent was more skilful or 
stronger than himself. But enough for to­
night, it is time to retire." 

I 
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CONVERSATION XVII. 

The old ll1ouse and her Decendants, or Example and Pre­
cept ·are lost upon Fools-Obsercations on the Jloral 
contained in the. Story-A Weak fear of Animals should 
be overcome in Youth. 

"l\!IY dear Ame1ia," said Mrs. Thornhill, 
"will this evening oblige us with a story 
she has translated fron1 the French, and 
·which has greafly pleased me.'' 

" I undertook the task," replied A~elia, 
" to oblige Caroline, who does not under­
stand _the language well enough_ to compre­
hend what she reads, but my mother has 
altered and cotrected it.'-' 

""'{ our modesty is praise-worthy, my 
love,'' answered I\frs. Fr1wl'11hil1. I! 1'1•uns-

lations are a proper exercise both in the · 
langauge, and of the genius-Pray begin." 

Anlelia obeyed, and read the follo,;\;ing 
story. 

Tlte old l\1ouse and her Decendants, or E.xample and Pre• 
cept are lost upon Fools. 

,. Amous€, grey with age_, finding herself 
near death, assen1bled her numerous family~ · 
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and entreated them to give ear to· her fast 
advice. 

'' l\!Iy dear children," said slie, "if any 
thing could make me regret yielding up my 
life, it wou-ld be the thoughts of, leaving 
you exposed to the numberless dangers of 
the -world; but I flatter myse1f that, in these 
my last hours, I shall find you attentive to 
rny councils-Follow them I conjure you, 
that you may attain, as I have done, an 
honourable · old age; and to engage you 
thereunto, I will relate the history of my 
life. 

re I was born in this very house, which 
"'e now· inhabit, but wonderful have been 
the changes that have taken place therein. 
At the time of my birth it was inhabited 

- by a lady of great fortune. Oh, my chil-
dren ! the house of this lady might with 
justice have been called, by us poor mice, 
the palace of delight, for we revelled upon 
dainties, . and when gorged even to £atiety, 

_ slept away the fumes of intemperance, fear-, 
less of our natural enemies, the cats, for 
they, like oursehres, were too well fed to 
hunt for food when they could obtain it 
·without trouble. The 1nistress of the man-
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sion kept a public table and twenty ser­
vants, so that you may readily suppose she 
did not' take upon herself any of the house­
hold cares; indeed there was no occasion,. 
for two-thirds of the servants were employed 
to wait on the othei part; all domestic ar­
rangements therefore fell upon the steward, 
the housekeeper and a great fat cook. 'Tis 
not for a rnouse to form a judgment of the 
merits_ of these people, but I learnt ii: my 
·walks through the house that they were 
getting immensely rich, though I, never puz­
zled myself to think by what means; nor -
,vas I alone in that particular; eating, drink­
ing, and sleeping, appeared the on1y business 
of the whole family. The waste too that 
was made, I will not say would have fed 
an army of mice, but half a dozen of hungry 
families at least; that however was another 
c~rcumstance no one th0ught of. 

Two overgrown cats, un wieldly with fat, 
never left the kitchen, passing their intervals 
between each meal in slumbers before the 
fire, leaYing us at entire liberty to range at 
pleasure. Thus, 1ny beJovecl children, pas­
sed the early period of my days ; but, a.fas! 
my happiness fled like a dream.-Our gene ... 



rous mistress, having expended her ,vhole­
fortune, was thrown into prison, and her 
elegant mansion ran.sacked, her creditors 
11ot leaving suf-ficient even to feed a n1ouse. 
Thi_s cbange lasted but a short time, for a 
new tenant soon hired the house, and I 
contemplated with joy, a ·renewal of my ·old 
happiness. 

" Alas ! how greatly was I mistaken f 
onr new mistress did not keep above a-quar­
ter of the number of servants of her prede ... 
Cessor, yet she ,vas better attended, he1· 
house was more neatly atranged, her dinners 
better dressed, and, in short, all carried on 
·with the utmost decorum. I-low to acco int 
for this I knew noti except thi:it it ,vas that 
she superintended all herself; sugar, sweet-
111eats, cakes, ai1d other dainties, which we 
were accustomed to revel in, were now care­
fully secured, so that we could not even 
smell _them, and we soon found ourselves 
reduced to fee.cl on the cn1111bs that escaped 
from the table of the servants : not even a 
n1orsel of cheese or an end of a candle was 
wasted ; ,vhat was not used in the house v.ras 
given away, and we were a1mo, t driven to 
despair. 
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·" In this meyincho1y situation, I was cu­

rious to know what the two pacific minded 

cats, who still remained in the house, thought 

of w bat was passing ~ and therefore, one 

-evening, observing them in serious conversa­

tion, cauti'ously peeping fron1 my hole, I 
attended to them. 

"You are then resolved," said the younger 

of the tvvo, "to quit your paternal roof, and 

explore the world at large ? " 
'' I see no resource," replied the elder: 

·" the severe fast I have kept for the last 

tn(?nth has reduced 1ne to skin and bone, 

and if I continue thus, a consumption will 

speedily terminate my days. I have no 

]1ope, for the cruel cook said the other day, 

that keeping us sharp would make us catch 

the mice. Alas ! I am too old to learn; had 

I been used to labour for my living, I might 

have thought it no ·difficulty, but now the 

habit of indolence is fixed, it is impossible. 

-Cruel woman that our n1istress is, to keep 

such . a charming table, and yet to suffer 

nothing but bones, scraps, and offal, to fall 

to our share." 
" Let thern act as they will," replied the 

youngest cat, "I an1 resolved for a while 
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to exert my wits and live by my own indus­
try; that is, whenever I can, to help myself. 
Our mistress is not very young1 and d_eath 
111ay set ~s free fron1 such a tyrant." 

" Vain hope," ans\vered the old cat, "do 
you not observe what exercise she uses? 
her body, as well as her head, is always in 
action; then tbo~1gh such an elegant table 
is kept, she herself lives as temperately as if 
sbe was in a convent; besides, she is up at 
six, and in bed by eleven.-No, no, my 
friend, there is no hopes of her death. A~· 
to living, as you say, f?Y your wits, that, ju 
my opinion, is worse than leaving the house 
at once, for the cook, faithful to her n1 is­
tress's interest, has an eye like a h a wk, and 

·would no more mind, in such a case, hang­
ing up even the' queen of all cats, the great 
Gri1nalkin, than she would trussing a rab­
bit." 

" The entrance of a footman here broke 
off the conversation, but both the cats be~ 
ing mi ssing the ensuing day, I judged tbe 
elder b'.1d prevailed with the younger, to 
adopt h er measures. The discom se of the 
youngest of the cats had made a s tronger 
impression on me than that of the elder ; 

' 
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and r accordingly resolvell to adopt the 
plan she had proposed, of endeavouring to 
live by my wits. To effect that purpose, I 

/ found _ means to creep cautiously in to the 
apartrnen t where the confectionary was 
kept; I was too hungry to be careful, 
and therefore, inconsiderately n1ade myself 
amends for the long deprivation I had sus­
tained. I candidly confess I tren1bled the 
whole time, lest my theft should be disco­
vered, though I had frequently done an 
hundred times 111ore da1nage to our last 
housekeeper. lmboldened by the good 
cheer I had made, I at length began to flat­
ter n1yself of its passi1Jg unnoticed-Alas ! 
I was yet to learn, by severe experience, the 
difference between vigilance and sloth. On 
the ensuing 1norning I returned .to the fatal 
chamber, ,vhere the first object that struck 
1ny sight was a small machine, defended 
,vith thin bars of iron, and which enclosed 
a delicate piece of toasted cheese. Attracted 
by the savory smell, I rushed hastily for­
ward, to seize n1y prey, when, oh ! misfor­
tune, dire to relate, and ,vhich even years 
cannot efface from my memory, no sooner 
had I touched the tempting morsel, than, 



·with a discordant floise, the entrance closed 
upon me and shut me up with the deluding 
bait that had tempted n1e to ruin, though 
without the smallest. inGli nation to pro tit by 
it; for, alas! fear had banisheJ · hunger. 
How often did I then condemn the gluttony 
that had reducecl ·me to this state of wretch­
~clness; what resolutions did I not make 
for the future, should I be lucky enough 
to escape the present dangef; my reflecti­
ons were however of no long duration, for 
the noise the machine had n1ade in falling, 
attracte<J an old domestic, who, without de­
liberation, pronounced sentence of death on 
me. A young housemaid was summoned 
for the purpose, and to her I was delivered 
to be drowned.-Y ou shudder, 1n1y chil­
dren; nothing indeed but a miracle could 
have saved n1e from death, and that mi rac]e 
,vas, can you believe it? the .maid was afraid -
of a mouse ! and by that means I made my 
esc& pe. 

"Grown ,vise by experjence, my first care 
·was to correct the -vice of gluttony, which 
1Jad nearly brought me to destruction. I 
stole out wi th care, and never strayed be­
yond the kitchen, carefully avoiding the 
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empoisoned sweets which had before bed 

guiled me. I n1ust confess, that, at first, 

this deprivation cost 1ne very dear, and I 

sometimes aln1ost wished my sentence hacl 

been executed; but habit, which reconciles 

all th.ings, soon made the deprivation not 

· ·only easy, but pleasant; for r found that 

temperance and plain food _strengthened my 

body and improved my health, so that at 

length I considered the misfortune I had 

undergone as a general good. Three gene­

-rations of n1ice, born since myself, my dear 

children, havG I seen perish before me; for 

few, alas! have lived the time allotted then1 

by nature. Gluttony and intemperance 

having destroyed those whom cats and traps 

, ]1ave spared.-But my strength decays­

farewell-observe my counsels, fly· the em­

poisoned ~loset, w hete death is c.oncealecl 

under so bewitching a form-,I die conteht. 

-M·y ad vice will not be forgotten." 

'' This wise mouse had scarcely drawn her 

last breath, before her young and thought­

less descendants began congratulating each 

c~ther, that so troublesome a monitor was 

dead, who had kept them in continual sub­

jection. . They laughed at her counsel, de-
I ,-"'- -
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norninated her · sobriety, av.a.rice; her cau--• f 

tion, w·eakness ;, and immediately proceeded 
to the forbidden apartment. The strong 
fortifications of paper, ,vhich secured a large 
pot of sweet-meat~, ,vere soon destroyed ; 
and, as they devoured, they congratulated 
each other wi~h leaping over the narro,v 
rules prescribed them. Their pleasure was 
of short duration; a cat and t,vo traps were 
left in the closet, and before the end of one 
short v1eek, not a single mouse remained of 
those, ,vho had so ,vantonly disregarded 
the advice of their aged and respectable 
friend." 

"Ah, mammal" said Caroline, " though 
Amelia and you have told on]y the story of 
a mouse, 1 comprehend it very well." 

" I am glad to hear it; will you explain 
it to mer" 

"Yes, mamma-The mouse's gluttony 
was the cause of its being caught, and she 
was better in health when she did not e..at 
sweet-meats." 

'f Justly observed. The story also incul­
cates, that profusion brings a family to ruin, 
while a proper regHlated house renders its 
owners happy and respectable. In a riotous 
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fatnily,r·all the servants and dependants share 
-and imitate the profusion of their n1aster, 
while a virtuous one is equally known by the 
conduct of the servants. In the convena­
tion between the cats, the necessity of ex­
ertion in youth is also pointed out by the 
elder, who says) had she been bred to labour, 
-she should have found it no difficulty; but 
that when the habit of idleness is fixed, it is 
impossible~ The danger of theft is next 
pointed out, not only by the cat, but also 
by the mouse, whose appetite brings her 
into such , im1ninent danger. 'Tis true, 
gluttony does not always bring us to public 
disgrace, but it brings on a train of evils 
that all prudent minds wou14 shun, as bloat­
-t:d fa.cesi, weakened lin1bs, consumptions, fe­
vers, and a long train of disorders 'that force 
a pren1ature cleatµ. ,vhen these n1aladies 
attack people naturally healthy, in all proba­
bility the uncorrupted s_tate of their consti­
tutions may bvercome thern ; but when the 

. constitution is already ruined: they immedi­
ately fall a prey. The· ad vantage of keep­
ing proper hours, is also noticed by the cat, 
who had no hope of her 1nistress's death, as 
she U8ed exercise and rose early.,_ , 

. I( 2 
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" My dear man1ma," said~ Frederic, "do 
not forget the miracle that saved tbe mouse 
from death : th_e m~id ViTas afraid of a-n19µse 
__.ha, ha, ha." 

"That any human being can be so ,,reak/,' 
said l\1rs. Thornhill, "may, indeed, be called 
a miracle. Fear, when encouraged in ehil­
d.ren, in their riper years becomes a real 
misfortune, the habit being fixed, cannot be 
i-emoved. Gentle reason_ing, an_d custon1 
in infancy, ,vill almost, without exception., 
conquer it. For example, when I was a 
child, tbe sight of a cat used . to throw me 
into the most violent emotion ; which, had 
it been given way to, would have made me 
enter every strange house with horror, lest 
I should meet this dreadful creature. lVfy 
grand1nother, in appearance, paid very little 
attention to this, but took ·. care to have, 
usually, in her apartment, an old fat sleek 
cat, who lay and slept on ,her hearth, so that 
1ny love for that honoured relation, and the 
pleasure l took in her society, n1ade n1e in­
sensibly regardless of the hateful intruder; 
indeeJ, she usually lay so quiet, that I might 
as well have pretended to have be~n alarmed 
at one of the China figures on the .chimney-
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piece. Accustomed to this animal, my 

grandmother next declared a great inclina• 

tion f0r _a, young kitten, and though I saw it 

at first with horror, I speedily became amus­

e(_r with its antics, which formed a striking 

co11trast to the quiet of her sleeping com­

rade. But, to our story-The disregard 

the young mic.e shewed to the ad vice of 

their e11er, ,vas deservedly punished; for, if 

knowledge of the world is not to be found in 

.age, ,,vhat can be expected from the inexpe­

rience of yon th? 

" But .Amelia's 1ong story ·has beguiled 

the tim_e. -Good night, u 

CONVERSATION XVIII. 

'I'lte young S0ldier, or Ilorwur justly won-rVolves dt­

stroyed by a Tax imposed bp King Edgar-Privilegt 

ojtlw Canons of Rauen to release a I',furderer yearly-. 

" l\tlY dear rna1nma," said Caroline, '' I 

wish you would tell us a story this evening." 

"Undoubtedly"! have a right to contri­

bute my part to the entertainment, and will 

do my best to oblige you. ,vhat shall it 

be ?" 
K. 3 
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_ " Oh ! that we leav:e to ,you, mam,yna, '~ 
said Frederic. ij 

" Well then, I "~ill relate the tale 1Qf- -, 

The young Soldier, or Han-our Jitstly w~n.' 

I " Many years ago, at about the distance 
of three leagues fron1 the city of Metz, 
dwelt an hone,st farmer of the natne of Dou­
ville. At the comn1encement of my story, 
his family consisted of a wife and an only 
son; but after a period· of ten years, he be .. 
can1e father to a daughter. Previous to 
this event, being invited to a christening at 
his sister's, who lived at Metz, he resolved 
to go thither and take his sort with him; 
aI?d for that purpose mounting his old horse, 
he placed tbe boy behind. Charles was at 
that time scarcely six, and had never before 
been a mile distant from his native village; 
every thing therefore he saw in the road 
·was an object of wonder; but what most 
particularly attracted his attention, and 
awakened his fears, ·was an uncommon large 
Newfoundland-dog, which species he never 

, l1aving seen before, and having hear<l 1nuch 
of wolves, he immediately took for one · of 
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-that specfres-" :Oh~ father 1' exclaimed he, 

trembling, ., we are undone,. do you_ see that 

great ,volf -- that i•s coining to meet us? how· 

is it possible to escape him ?' 

" Douvil-le,, ~miling at his son's fears, re­

plied - ' 'Tis a tremendous beast, bw t to 

escape him is impossible, we must therefore 

run the hazard.' 

" 'Oh father., answered he 'my· mother 
' ' ' ' 

my poor n1other, s-he must be l6st if you are 

killed; do stop father, and put me down; 

and· ,~.rhile the beast is d-evouring me, set 

spurs to your horse and escape; you will 

c.omfort her for the loss of me, and I shall 

he happy in heaven.' 

" You may readily suppose the father in­

stantly undeceived this affeetionate child; 

and the 111e'rriment at Metz over, t_hey re­

turned home -safe. I mention this proof of 

aff~ction particularly, as it was but a pre­

lude of the youth's conduct at a more ad­

vanced age. When Charles ,vas eleven, his 

, mbther presented him a sister, and pleased 

. ,v-ith the addition· of the young stranger, 

all was industry, peace, and happiness, till 

' Charles attained his eighteenth year, "'heri 

t,he crops having failed for two seasons1 the·. 
/ K 4 · 
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elder Douville found himself pressed to make 
good a payment of an hundred crowns, a 
sum amounting to twelve guineas and a half 
(English n1oney ). The creditors of Dou­
ville ,vere harsh and unfeeling; and, having 
obtained an order, caused the unhappy n1an 
to be arrest~d. . The sorrow of his son at 
this event exceeded all bounds ; he offered 
himself, in his father 1s stead, to go to prison, 
but the offer was rejected, and a11 he could 
obtain was a delay of a few hours, during 
which he remained in the hands of the of­
ficers. Young D.puville sdzing this oppor-: 
tu.ni:y, l?astenel to borro .. 1 _a horse of one of h1s neighbours, and set fff full ~peed for 
lvletz. He im1nediately e~quired for a gen­
tleman he had heard n1eiftioned, M onsieu1· 
<l'Estival, colonel of the regiment of Rhosni 
,rinain, then ·destinecl for Bohemia. Being 
admitted, he requested to be enlisted among 
his 1nen, entreating only the advance of an 
hundred cro,vns. As he was perfectly ,veU 
111ade, an<l appeared a sensible, ingenious 
young man, the colonel paid bim the rnoney .. He then informed him for what it was de­
signed, and craved only time to take it to 
})is father. 'I' he officer) moved with his filial 
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affection, ins~antly consented, and also in­

formed him, that if he could, by any means, 

return , the money in eight days, he should 

regard his engagement as void, though very 

much distressed, to complete his regiment. 

Douville scarcely stayed to thank him, but 

flew t<:> release bis father. Alas ! the poor 

-man's satisfaction was of short duration, 

· for, the truth once kno,,vn, willingly would 

he have preferred impri~wn1nent, nay, death 

itself, to seeing so good a child sacrificed to 

liberate him. Grief was, ho\vever, of no 

avail ; he found it impossible to raise the 

money, and the time appointed for his de­

parture arrived. It was conjectured that 

the campaign would be bloody ; Douville 

t}1erefore, with agonizing grief, embraced 

his son, as be thought for the last time. His 

mQther, in ago.ny, rung her hands, · and in 

despairing accents, exclain1ed, ' alas ! alas ~ 

is this the reward of eighteen years duty 

and tender affection ?' The little Rosette, 

now eight years old, clasped his knees, 

' Charles shall not go,' said she : 'who will 

fetch my 1nother water and wood ? who 

.will help my father in the fields ; and VYrho 

. K 5 . 'I 



·wiJl bring me home flowers t No, no, ne 
shall not go indeed.' 

" 'l\1y beloved parents,' said Charles, 
'you make n1e suffer more than any thing 
I have to fear in the army. vVhere can I 
go, that God is not ? and never will he 
abandon 1ne for _ having performed my 
duty.' 

" Such was the parting between Charles 
Douville and his family, after which he 
hastened to join his regiment. God does 
nqt always wait until the next life to reward 
virtue ; even in this ,vorld, he sometimes 
she;ws bis po,yer by its especial protection~ 
Theregin1ent arrived at the place of its des- . 
tination, a n1eeting with the enemy speedily 
took pla,ce, The engagement was bloody 
on both sides, and the regiment of Rhosni, 
in tl)e heat of the contest, lost their colours. 
The ~olonel, distracted with the disgrace,, 
exclain1ed, ' ,v e are for ever dish_onoured, 
my friend~ ! let us retrieve our shame, .or 
die ; for myself, I w-ill not outlive it ;' so 
saying, l1e .rushed among the thickest of the. 

1 enemy, fo1lowed by his men, resolved on 
conquest or death. The enen1y, though 
surprised by so bold an attack, made a yjgo.., 

) -
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ious res1stanc@, but the French, rendered 

furious hy danger and dishonour, spread 

death wherever they came, until they 

cleared their way to the centre of the army, 

where the co1ours were p1aeed. Douville 

was among the foremost, and instantly 

seized the prize, which the enemy so warmly 

defended, that the bodies of his less fortu­

nate companions soon formed a rampart 

around him. To cut short an unpleasant 

picture, the honour of recovering the colours 

was dearly bought ; for, of two battalions 

of twelve hundred men, but sixty-two sur­

vived the battle, and these covered with 

,vounds. The colonel had received four 

wounds, and Douville five; which, however, 

did not prevent hi1n carrying the colours to 

their own camp. -' K.eep them my brave 

lad,' said the colonel, ' they shall either be' 

the reward of thy valour, OF I myself will 

cease to be a soldier.' 

" Recovered of thei~vounds, the colonel 

was as good as his word, by 0 ivi•ng so w~rn1 

an account of the young man's courage, 

that a c~mmission was im1nediately sent 

him, in which rank he returned to his na-> 

tive village, at the conclusion • of the cam~ 
K6 
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paign, to dry the te~rs of an anxious father 
and of a tender inother. Though he had 
written to his parents, the letter had never 
reached then1 ; they therefore were totally 
unacquainted with liis promotion, and hourly 
anticipated his death. 

" He arrived at home about seven o'clock 
one evening, the supper hour of Douville 
and his family; they haa been talkit1g of 
their beloved son,. and the food remained 
untouched.-' Father,' said Rosette, ' you 
look so sad, that )70u 1nake my 1nother 
worse. I an1 sure our' dear Charles will re­
turn -safe, for I dreamed last night that I 
saw hin1 flying in the air, and he ,vas dress­
ed all in white, an<l looked so handsome, 
that I scarcely knew him.' 

" 'Alas- ! ' replied the good dame, ' his 
-spiri.t i-&, I trust, fled to heaven, where in­
deed, Rosette, he will be cloathed with 
those garments, which piety and .duty entitle 
1lim to wear.' 

" At the po_or woman's words they all 
wept, until -Rosette suddenly wiping her . 
eyes, satd--:"'' There is a little wine in . the 
cellar; to be sure it's rather sour, but I will 
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warm it, and you shall both drink s01ne; it 

will make you better.' 
"Rosette did not wait for an answer, but 

flew to execute her purpose. ~J\.t that mo­

ment a gentle rap was struck on the door. 

-' Come in,' cried Dou ville, scarcely rais­

ing his eyes from the ground: tbe door 

opened, and Charles, 1n his uniform, present­

ed himself to their sight. J\1ute with asto­

nishment, his father rose to meet him, while 

his mother, fixed in her chair, could only 

extend her arms towards him. Ile threw. 

himself at their feet, and claiming their 

blessing, it at length found way from their 

lips. At that moment Rosette entered with 

the wine, but starting back with astonish­

ment, she dropped the jug-' Oh, the good-

. ness !' exclaimed ·she, ' what a fine gentle­

man asking blessing of my father and · 

mother-Sure, it cannot be ; -yes, it is 

1ny brother-my own dear dear Charles.'" 

" I must leave the meeting of this affec- . 

tionate family to your own imagination, and 

conclude 1=,>y telling you, that Douville ren­
dered the old age of his parents peaceful 

and happy, and that himself afterwards r0se 

to a distinguished rank in the French_arrny. ' : 



"Oh, my dear 1narnma ! " said Caroline,. 
"I am so glad that po0r Douville got safe 
out of that dreadful battle. I was fright­
ened_ out of 1ny wits, lest he should be 
killed." 

'' How happy he n1ust feel when he had. 
got the colours," observed Frederic. 

" How happy he must be," added. 
George, " when he had the means in his 

\ 

power to make the age of his parents easy/' 
"The satisfaction they enjoyed to see him 

safe was not more than a counter-balance 
to the anxiety they had suffered for his ab 
sence," said Amelia. 

" There I differ from you,'' rep lied Mrs . . ' 
Thornh1H; "by such a reverse of fortuner 
their former sorrow, -I should suppose, left , 
no more impression than that of a fearful 
dream. They saw their son safe,. decked 
with, honours he had bravely won, ·univer- ­
sally admired and caressed,. and the pride 
and glory of their old age." 

'' I am g1£d, rnamma, that we have no 
,valves in England," said Caroline. 

" It is indeed a great blessing,'' replied 
- Nlrs. Thornhill : " great pains have been 

taken, for many centuries, to destroy them 



in every country. In England, for exam­

ple, so long ago as the time of King Edgar, 

a tax was imposed on the people to bring in 

yearly the heads of three hundred wolves. 

For three years it was executed, but, on the 

fourth, they ,vere found to be extirpated, 
and the tax consequently was void.,, 

" Now we are on the topic of wild 

beasts," said George, "though it is straying 

from the original subject, are you, my dear 

madam, acquainted with the privilege claim­

ed by the Chapter of the Canons at Rouen, 

in Normandy ?' 1 

"I am," replied JVIrs. Thornhill, " but 

your brother and sister are not, therefore 

relate it to them.'' George im1nediately 

obeyed. 

Privilege ef the Canons of Rouen, in Normandy, to re• 

lease a Murderer yearly. 

"U n<ler the reign of what king I cannot 

particularize, but during the ti1ne an arch­

bishop, dignified by the appellation of St. 

Ronrnin, held the ecclesiastical rule in the 

ci_t,Y, of , R?ue~1, _ a dreadful wild be~st deso-
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lated the environs, and spread universal ter­
ror among the people. No one ,was found 
bold enough to attack this monster ; and 
all the defence they made against him, was 
public prayers in the 9burches~ 

'' St. Romain, though he doubtless kne,v 
the efficacy of prayers, also knew that exer­
tion and courage were necessary to destroy 
it; but counsel and entreaty were vain, un­
til the archbishop requested of the city the 
Jjves of two criminals doomed to die, a thief -
and a n1urder_er, promising them pardon, if 
they attacked and killed the n1011ster. Glad: 
of any chance to escape, however danger­
ous, they accepted the alternative, but at 
the sight of the beast the thief fled, ,vbile 
the .murderer, more resolute, attacked hin1, 
and after a severe c~~· 1flict., slew him. In 
con1mernoration of this act they ·made a 
public decree, .to release. every year, at the 
smne period, a man in si1nilar circumstances, 
if such happene<l to be in prison. · Without 
allowing 'this traditioi;i to be exactly true, 
the l~~ 1nust have taken place fron1 some 
very extraordinary circumstance, as it really 
exists among the Chapters of the Canons. 
Kings of France have frequently recom ... 
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1nended crin1ina1s under particular circum­

stances, to obtain this favour, and never bas 
the rule been abolished. 

"The Chapter of Canons of the Cathe­
dral of Rou'en select the criminal they 
think most worthy of favour ; to obtain 

n-iercy, his crime must neither be fighting a 

duel, footpad robbery and 1nurder, or a 

murder followed by a theft. It must be a 
crime committed in the moment of passion, 
in an hour of drunkenness, or other pallia­
tive circumstance, that removes the odium 
of premeditation. The Canons choice 
made, the Parlian1ent meet on Ascension ~· 
Day, to ascertain if the criminal is really 
worthy of the n1ercy designed him. Wit­
nesses are questioned, and nothing spared to 
examine into the truth 'of the fact, the trial 
sometin1es lasting frqn1 seven in the n1orn­

ing till ten at night, the whole of ,vhich 

time the prisoner stands at the bar fasting. 
His fate decided, if it is favourable, he is 

conducted by various officer& to the cathe­
dral, where he returns public thanks, after 

which the priests lead hin1 to a place called 
the Old Tower, where he receives his par ... 

don. At the h ead of this process10n is 



carried the figure of the monster, ,vhich is 
represented as a dragon,, with a fish or a 
lamb in his mouth. On reaching . the Old 
Tower, the prisoner is placed upon an ele­
vated spot, where he can -be seen by all the 

. people, and there holds up a golden casket 
enriched with jewel5, which contains the re~ 
mains of St. Romain. Silence is then called 
for the privilege and pardon to be read, but 

, the acclamations of the 1nu1titude usually 
render it impossible to hear a word. This 
ceremony over, the procession returns as it 
came, except that the prisoner who -went 

· with bis head uncovered, returns crowned. 
l-Ie is then conducted to the public hallt 
where a grand collation :is prepared, and 
biscuits and wine are presented him. The 
refreshment taken, he is led to the acting 
1nagistrate, ,vho receives this pardoned cri­
minal in the most distinguished and ho­
nourable n1anner, providing an elegant en­
tertainment, at which, if the prisoner is of 
rank, all the nobility of the city usually at­
tend with naked swords, to g1:ace his re­
tinue. The following morning he is again 
conducted to. the cathedral, where he re­
ceives a long and serious exhortation to live 
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uprightly in future, a small present if he is 
poor, and a new hat. After this he may re-­
tire where_ he pleases, and no one is suffer­
ed, under penalty -0f the law, to reproach 
hi'm with his former- guilt." 

"Thankyou my· dear Georo·e ,, said Fre-
' b ' 

cleric, " I am sure I shall remember what 
you have told us." 

'"' I have no objection to the article of 
mercy," said l\1rs. Thornhill, " but I think 
if it was bestowed without so much parade 
it would be more praise-worthy. Of all 
crimes that disgrace human nature, murder 
is the n1ost atrocious : passion, drunkenness, 
nothing can excuse it, and I look upon it 
when men are convicted of com1riitting it, 
even under such circumstances, they ought 
to be confined for life, for who can answer 
but they n1ay be in a passion or drunk a 
second time, and do equal mischief." 

"The procession and parade was, doubt­
l~ss instituted," replied George, '' by the 
pride of the priests, to shew their power." 
, " I have no doubt but you judge truly," 

answered l\1rs. Thornhill; '' but in that they 
do not imitate the example of their glorious 
leader, who comn1anclc<l good to be done-
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in secret, and himself set the greatest ex~ 
ample of tempt/ranle and simplicity in a'll 
thi-ngs. _ 011 a pn blic occasictn like the par­
don of a criminal, it as-suredly cannot be 
private, but to make 'the guilty person the 
hero of an entertainment, "I think at one~ 
ridiculous, and to hi111s\If, if he has any 
feeling, humiliating." 

''Indeed,'' said Amelia. " I ·should ton­
sjder it so; every eye I should think upon 
me, . and wbile the roofs resounded with n1y 
pardon, how should I pardon myself?" · 

" l\f y be1ove_d girl,'' said Mrs. Thornhill, 
" . you have anticipated my words. · I think,; 
in such a case, my eyes would turn i"nwards,: 

I and the -guilt be ever before me. Shocking a·s 
theft is, some re-stitution might, perhaps, be 
ma~le; but murder precludes all hope of res­
titu.tion, and by whatever means commit­
ted, must leave an horror on the mind never 
to be effaced. -But we have extended our 
conversation beyond our usual bounds-
Good nighL'' ~-

• 
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CONVERSATION XIX. 

Boldness ef two Friars, who endeavoured to dissuade 
· j[ing llc11ry the Eighth from a second llfarriage­
. Account of the fJannian , or Indian Fig Tree-Dress in 

the Reign ef Kin_g Henry the Fourth. 

",vrTI-IOUT ·staying to be asked to 
begin the conversation of to-night," said 
George, " _I volunteer in the service; for I 
read this morning an anecdote of two_ friars, 
in the reign of King Henry the · Eighth, 
v,hich charmed 1ne." 

" Pray oblige us with it," said lvI rs. 
- Thorn hill. 

Bolaness ef two Friars,- who endeavoured to dissuade King 
Jlenry the Eiglltlifrom. a second 1llaN;age. 

" King 1:Ienry the Eighth, forgetting 
what was due to his own honour, his duty to 
his wife I(atharine, and his daughter l\;lary, 
resolve{l to divorce his q~1e~n, and marry 
Anne Boloigne, and for this purpose pleaded 
after twenty years marriage, that she was 
of too near affini ty to him, being a relation 
in a distant degree. 
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" The first that had the courage to ob­
ject to th is ma1:riage, was· a poor friar named 
Peto, at Greenwich, who preached before 
the king, taking for his text the twenty-se­
cond chapter of the third .book of Kings. 
He dwelt on the story of Ahab, saying, 
' Even where the dogs licked the blood of 
Naboth, there shall the dogs lick thy blood 
oh king.'-He then spoke largely of the 
lying prophets which abused the king's ear. 
' I a1n,' said he, ' that 1\1icai2.h whom thou 
will'st hate, because I must tell thee truly, 
that this marriage is unlawful ; and though 
it causeth me to eat the bitter food of afflic­
tion, and to drink the water of sorrow, yet 
·what the Lord putteth into ;11y moutl1: I 
111ust and will speak.' He tl1en, in tbe 
strongest 1nanner, inveighed against tbe 
kino:.'s second 1narriao·e addino· -' 'There b b ' b' 
be many other preachers, ·yea, too ma- · 
ny, that persuade thee otherwise, to feed 1 

thy folly and frail affections, · upon hope of 
their own worldly promotion, and would 
sell thy soul, thy honour, and posterity, to 
obtain fat benefices, to become rich abLots, 
or gain other ecclesiastical dignities. The~e, 
oh king, I liken unto the four hundred ly-
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ing prophets, who, in the spirit of deceit, 
seek to betray thee. Take, therefore, good 
heed; lest, being seduced by them, thou 
findest Ahab's punishment, which was to 
have his blood licked by dogs. Beware of 
this, I repeat, and also beware of the greatest 
curse rof princes, that of being abused by 
flatterers.' 

'' I(ing Henry apparently bore this re­
proof.patiently, but on the ensuing Sunday, 
being the 8th of lVlay, he ordered Doctor 
Curwin to preach in the same place. This 
minister, ·willing to obtain favour, in his 
sermon sharply reprehended Peto, and even 
forgot his own dignity so far, as to say the 
friar was a slanderer, a liar, a rebel, and a-· 
base traitor; adding, that no subject should 
dare speak so audaciously to princes. .He 
afterwards said much in commendation of 
the king's marriage, and, supposing his elo .. 
quence to have silenced Peto and hi•s bre­
thren for ever, he raised his voice and added, 
-' I call upon thee, friar Pet?, thou that 
1nakest thyself lVIicaiah, that thou 1nayest 
speak evil of kings, but 110,v thou art not 
to be found, being fled for fear and shame, 
unable to answer my argun1en ts.-' 
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" As he :con~luded, he looked ~round, as 

conscious of triumph, when a friar of the 

name of Elstow, belonging to the same 

-order as Peto, standing forward, with ·an 

undaunted voice, but great n1odesiy, re- · 
plied- _ -

"' Know you not, good sir1 that my bro­

ther Peto is gone to the council at Canter­

bury, as be was con11nanded, and- not fled 

for fear of you, for to-morrow be will return 

again. In -the mean ti me, behold I am here, 
as another l\1icaiah, and will lay down rny 
life to prove all these things true, ,,vhich he 

hath uttered out of the holy scriptures, and 

to th i-s cqm bat I challenge thee, before God 

and· all impartial ju(lges. r~s, Curwin, 

thou, even thou, art one of the four bundi:ed 

prophets into"' whom the spirit of lying is 

entered, for thou seekest to betray the king 
into endless perdition, more for thine own 

1 gain, and hope of promotion, than to di-s­
charge thine own clogged coi1science, and the 

king's salvation.' · 

"Elstow spoke so long and so bo1d1y, 
that no one could silence him; till the king 

himself, standing up, commanded hi m to 
hold his peace, order~ng at the san1e time,. 

4 
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that he and Peto should be convened be~ 
fore the council, which was done the follow­
ing day. At this meeting the lords, slaves 
to the king's pleasure, bitterly rebuked 
-them, the Earl o~ Essex particularly saying, 
that they 9eserved to be put alive into a 
sack, and thrown into the Than1es. To this 
Elstow replied, smiling, ' threaten tl1ese 
things to the rich and great, who are cloathed 
in purple, and fare upon all the dainties of 
the earth, and have their heave·n in this 
,vorld ; for us, we esteem the1n not, but are 
joyful, if, in the discharge of our duties, we 
are driven hence ; and, with thanks to Godr 
we know the way to heaven to be as ready 
by water as by land, and therefore .,ve care 
not which way we go.' These friars, and 
all the rest of theii- order, ,vere banis·h_ed 
soon after, and the teligious houses univer­
sally suppressed. Doctor Curwin was made 
Dean of Hereford; and afterwards Archbi-· 
shop of Dublin." 

" I do not wonder the anecdote pleased, 
you,'' said l\,J rs. Thornhill ; "the champions 

, o~· truth and virtue are alwa.ys interestingo1 
L 
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·The Franciscans acted nobly, they ·spoke 
truth, and · left the rest to heaven. That 
J{ing I-Ienry's divorce from Queen I{atha­
rine was a gross deviation from all honout 
and common justice, can1iot be denied, but 
~s it 1nade way for the glorious reformation, 
we can only regard it, as I ob~erved iri a 
former conversation, as one of those s-mall 
ev·ils, frorri which great good ,:vas -to arise. 
But come, Frederic, ,ve must call on you 
for a fresh subject.~, _ 

" If_you _please, n1aq1111a, I will give you 
an .accGlint .of .the Bannian tree ; I read it 

·yesterday.'-~ 

" You will oblige ns.. '' 
"The Bannian, or Indian fig-tree, is a 

nati_ve of several parts of the East IndiesJ­
-and has a woody stem branching .to .a great 
height and vast extent. It is universally 
considered as one of the 1nost beautiful of 
nature's prodi.1ctions, and, contra1:y .to .most 
other thing6 in animal and ¥~getable .nature, 
appears exempted from ,dec~y. Every 
branch from the main b·od_y, throws out its 
own roots, at ·first in small .tender fibres, se­
veral yards from .the -g;rouncl,, but whic'l1 
thicken considerably •before they reach the 



surface, and there striking in, they increase 
to -large t:runks, and become parent trees, 

· shooting out new branches fro1n the top; 
these in time suspend their roots, which, 
swelJing into trunks, ,. -< ,~ a uce other branches, 
thus continuing in a progressive state as 
long a~ the earth, the common parent of 
them all, continues her sustenance. The 
Hindoos are peculiarly fond of the Bannian 
tree~ they -.regard it as an emblem of the 
Deity; fron1 ·its long duration, and oversl1a­
.<lowing beneficence, and almost pay it di­
vine -honours. Near these trees their most 
esteemed -pagodas are generally erected, and 
under thei-r shade the Brahmins spend their 
days in religious solitude, wandering among 
tl-ie cool recesses and beautiful walks of this 
umbrageous canopy, impervious to .the hot­
test beams of a tropical sun. 

" A remarkable large tree of this kirid 
grows on an island in the river N arbedda 
in the province of Guzerat; it is distinguish­
ed from others of the same species, by the 
name of Cubbeer Bur1 which was given it 
1n honour of a famous sai-nt. It was once 
1nuch larger th an it is at p~esent, high 
fl oods having carried away the ban.ks of the 

L~ 



island on which it grew, and · ,vith thein 
such parts of the t,ree as had thus far ex7 
tended its roots. What remains is two ' 

. 

tpousand feet in circumference, measured 
. Tound the principa~ stems; the overhanging 

branches, which have nc:>t yet struck down, 
cover a rn uch larger space.. _ The chief 
trunks of this single tree, ~ach of which, in 
size, greatly exceeds our English oaks or 
elms, ai11ount to three hundred and fifty, the 
.smaller stems to more than three thousand, · 
~11 casting out new branches, and hanging 
roots, in time to form parent trunks. Cub­
beer Bur is famed through India for_ its 
amazing extent and bea!-]ty. The Indian 
armies frequently encamp around it, and 
at stated-periods solemn festivals are held 
under its branches, where thousands of vo­
taries repair from various parts of the em­
pire. It is said that seven thousand per­
sons find ample room under its shade. 

-'~ The English . gentlemen sometimes 
form elegant and extensive encampments, 
where they spend whole weeks together, un­
·der this . ~lelightful pavillion, which i8 inha­
bited with green wood pigeons, doves, 
peacocks, and also a variety of _feathered 
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songster~; fa1nilies of 1nonkies are also' in 

every quarter playing their antic tricks, and 

hats, to the astonishing size of six feet, from 
the extremity of one wing to the other. 

This tree not only shelters! but finds suste­
nance to these numerous inhabitants, being 
covered, amidst its bright leaves, with small 

figs of a ri'ch scarlet, on which they all re­
o-ale •. " 
0 

'• I\1y good Frederic, you have agreeably 
surprised me ; I am convinced you must 
have taken great pains, . to be able to give 
so ac~urate an account.,, 

" l\riy d ar mamma, your 
me both proud and happy. 
deserve tfiem." -

prai es make 
I hope I shall 

" I have no doubt but you ·will," replied 
l\!Irs. Thornhill. 

" Indeed " said Geor0 ·e '' Frederic's ac-
' 0 ' 

cour:t does him so n1uch credit,- that I wish, 
to recompence him, he had a Bannian tree 

in the centre of his new plantations.'' 
" I -join in that wish," · added Amelia, 

" provided we had not these enormous bats., , 
whose size m.ust 1nake the1n hideous compa .. 
nions." · 



" Recollect,'' answered · George, "that 
they are harmless, and only appear at night." 

"True," said An1elia·; "those. advahtages 
considered, I think I could overcotne my 
fears. But come, · Caroline, I know you 
have something to add to the entertainment 
of the evening." 

'' I read to Amelia yesterday," said Ca­
roline, " an account of the strange fashions 
used i11 dress many years ago. In the reign 
of Henry the Fourth it was tbe custom iR 
England for all ranks of people to wear 
large :Joose sleeves to their clothes ; they 

· were called poke sleeves, and hung from the 
elbows to the ground, sg that they were 
turned into a common jest, some saj·ing 
they were made to sweep the streets, and 
others that they were made to conceal things 
that were stolen." 

" Very well, indeed, Carolihe," said Mn. 
Thornhill. 

" Ah, marnrna, Amelia made me observe 
very much, or I should not have remember­
ed so well. In the reign of Ed vlard the Fourth 
people wore such strang~ peaked shoes and 
boots, that it - was proclaimed throughout 
the kingdoJTl, that no one should wear the 
beaks or pikes (a they were called) 1nore 
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than · eleven in53hes long, under a penalty of 

' twenty shillings, and being excommunicated 

by the cl,ergy. The points before this were 

.so· preposterous, that they were forced to be 

, tied up to the knees \Vith chains of gold and 

,: silver by the rioh, , and with silk laces by 

those of inferior degree." 

_ ·: ' Had I lived in those day.s,'' said George, 

,'·' I should have been seriously alarmed for 

n1y legs, for two _such beaks meeting, must 

sometimes have been productive of unplea­

sant consequences." 

" Indeed I think so,"' replied Amelia. 

, H But Caroline can give you yet further 

information." 

"There were no brass pii1s made until 

the rejgn of I--Ienry the Eighth," continued 

Caroline; " before that period the ladi~s 

fastened on tbeir clothes with wooden 

,.skewers." 
"The fashions you have mentioned, my 

dear grd," .said Mrs. Thornhill, " vvere, in­

deed, very ridiculous; yet, I think, if his­

torians hereafter descend to such puerilities1 

thos_e of the present day will more than 

counterbalance them. i\.. conformance to 
the modes of our country is undoubtedly 

L.4 ,. . 
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rjght and necessary, but where they gross1y 
disfigure nature, or are not strictly proper 
in regard to that decorum that particularly 
ought to distinguish both men and women, 
they should b~ carefully avoided, as e,·ery 
one who thinks justly would rather have it 
said that their dress was old fashioned, 
than that it was indecent. B_ut enough 
for this evening, it is time for you to retir~ •. 
Good night." 

CONVERSATION XX. 

Tlte Clocks of the City of Ba.ril, al11Ja21s an If our jaBlet· 
lhan el,w:wl1ere-:A.11ecritJte, of 11cn.1'Jj tlic Futtrtlt qf 
Prance-OJ King Charles the Second, m~d the Earl 
of Portland-liistor:y ?f Robert Brnce, King of 
Scotland. 

· "We are early to-day," said George; 
"we shall therefore, I hope, have a long 
conversation.'' 

" We dined an hour sooner than usuaJ," 
answered lVIrs. Thornhill " bv a mistake , •' in the great clock.,, 

'' In that case," observed Amelia, " I 
should almost be tempted to do as the ar .. 
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ti"st is said to have done four centuries since 
at Basil.,, 

" Do tell us, sister, wha~ he did,'1 said . 

Caroline . . 
"Willingly. Basil is the largest city in alt 

Switzerland, and well deserves a nice inves­

tigation by all travellers; what I particularly 

allude to., is only a trivial circumstance. ~he 

clocks of this city go an houT faster than 

any where else, except at Constance, ,vhich 

some ascribe to the famous councils held 

there, when it was th~ught the best expe­

dient to bring the fathers earlier to the as­

sembly, for the quicker dispat~h of b_usiness; 

others say, that at Basil it was owing to an 

assanlt being defeated by that means. Ac­
cording to the story, four hundred years ago 
the city ,vas threatened with an assault by 
surprise. The enemy was to !;,egin the atta·c~. 

when the Jarge clock of the to-wn, at the end 
of the bridge, should strike one after micl­
night. The artist who had the care of the 

clock, by so1ne means being informed that 
this was the expected signal, caused the clock' 

to be altered, so that it struck two instead of 

one, which the ~nemy hearing, concluded they : 
were an hour -too late, and so ·gave up the 

Ls 



attempt; and, in cornn1cen1oration of this 
deliverance, all the clocks in Basil have ever 
since been put forward an hour. By way. 
of confirmation to this account, they shew 
you a head which is placed near this patri­
otic clock, with the face turned towards 
the road by which the enemy was to have 
entered. This head is a piece of mechani­
cal wit of the famous clock-maker,vho saved 
the town ; he formed it in derision of the 
enemy whom he bad so dexterously deceiv­
ed ; js gestures are meant to express con­
tempt, an~l it has .been constantly 1..,ep-~ircid 
there four hundred years, lest the jest should 
be· l0st." , ) 

' "'I ndeecl, mamma," said Caroline, "I am 
like: Amelia; ." f wish our clocks were al­
ways an hour too fa~t." 
. ' ," Well, then, let them be so," replied 
Mrs .. Th0;1nhjll,; "you will certainly gain 

·an hour in the n1orning, but you will recol­
lect you m·ust lose one at night.'' 

'" T1·ue, n1amma; I did not remember 
that. So that , they are better as they are, 

. for I always think that evening co1nes too 
.sopn/' •, 
. , ~~.Amelia," said Mrs. Thornhill, "will you 
obilge us with the first subject to night.'~ 
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· ,., Certainly madam. I think some time 

since George gave us a short account of 

Henry the Fourth, of France ; if you please 

..,1 will add to it two short anecdotes, that I 

think do him hoQQU\'·" 
'~You will oblige us ; pray begin." 

"After the city -of Paris was reduced to 

obedience, under Henry the Fourth, some of 

the nobles who attended him observed it 
was done with small loss, only two· or three · 

of the citizens being killed. 'And to restore 

the lives of these two or three,' said the 

king, ' I would ,,villing1y give fifty thousand . 

crowns, in order to enjoy the gratification 

of l1anding down to posterity, t~iat Heni·y 

. -the Fourth .took Paris without bloodshed.' 

' -'';lWhen firmly established on the throne 

of France, this prince never forgot .th~ at- . 

tachrnent that had been shewn hi1n by l1is 
. Protestant subjects, · though . himself . had 
-'been necessitated to emb;·ace the Romish 

faith; and when · their deputies attended 

, him, never .failed to sty.le them ,_ his good 

friends. -~ In the year 1599,. he issued an 

· edict in their favour; which ·met with great 
difficulty and opposition, both frofll the par­

., liament and the priesthood; who remon­
- ~ 6 
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strated warm1y against it. After affordfng 
them a patient hea11ing, he answered, calmly, 
'I have recei_ved_ you; gentlemen, in my 
closet; not like a king giving audience in. 
royal robes, and with a, crown and sceptre, 
but _ clad like the father of a fa1nily in 1ny 
doublet, to speak familiarly to my children. 
I have listened to your remonstrances; not· 
onl_y to those you have spoken, but also to' 
those which were delivered to n1e in writing; 
for I take in good part the advice of my 
faithful people. When I consider their 
opinion better than my own, I yield willingly, 
but when vtberwise; I am firm to my pn~­
pos_e._ The distinction between Catholics 
and Protestants rpust be lost; we all serve 
God, and, instead of persecution for opinion, 
let the Catholics convert the Protestants by 
the exainple of -~ pious life. I am a shep­
herd king, and wish not to shed the blood 
of my sheep, but desire to gather them to:­
gether by 1nildness and affection.' '' 

" What a charming anecdote,;, sai-d 
George; "I think I remember,' upon some 
occasion, being incommoded by the artifice; 
of his enemies, he said, . ' Let them, if they 
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please, make war upon us like foxes, we will 
return it like lions.' " 

"Henry the Fourth," said Mrs. Thorn­
hill, " to the qualities of being noble, hu-
1nane, . and jL1st, added a thorough know­
ledge of the world, and a fixed contempt for 
foolish parade and unmeaning flattery. I 
.will endeavour to recollect the answers he 
gave to son1e tedious speakers, ,vho com­
plimented him on different occasions." 

"- Do,· my dear madan1," said Amelia. 
" The king, ·marching in great haste to 

felieye Ca1nbray, passed through Amiens, 
where a body of citizens, regardless of his 
fatigue, came out to rheet and compliment 
him in a long and tedious speech, beginning 
with-' Most mighty, most clement, most 
magnanimous'-' Add too, I pray yo-u,' said 
Hepry, good hun1ouredly interrupting the 
speaker, 'and most weary J. then you will , 
express the truth. I a1n going to "rest my­
self,_ and will attend to the remainder of your ·. 

- kind speech another time.' " 
_ " I pity the poor citizens,'' said Amel1a; · 

":they complimented him from, a good mo­
tive, and must be severely humiliate~<l.'' · 

~-' That must be granted," replied Mrs~ , 
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Thornhill ; ,., but · sure'ly nothing 'can,. h'·e 
worse timed than compliments,, ,:vben a per­
son is fatigued, at least you should penni.t 
them to sit down and refresh themselves. 
Indeed" added she, "Henry appears to ba,·e 
had a fixed aversion for these complimentary 
addresses, which are commonly offered to 
kings, for he turned another into ridic~ile, 
who had prepared an ' Oration in honour of 
him." 

" Do relate it, mamn1a," said Frederic. 
" Willingly. The orator, approaching 

the king, and placing himself in the proper 
attitude, began thus:-' 1-Iannibal depart­
ing.from Carthage: Sire'T - ' My~ goo4 
frei:nd,' said ,Henry, in~errupting him, 'Han-
•nibal1 dined before he left Carthage; .there­
f.ore,1 ,if you ,mean to compare me to him, the 
!n:rs.emblante, .will be stronger when I have 
pone th€, same.' · ,. , . 
· "Nay now, dear mamma,." replied Ame­
lia, "I arµ . downright angry with him; if 
he did .not ch use to listen to the poor orator, 
be had no oc;casion to give him such an af­
front." 
.. " ,Kings, you . know, . l1ave ~a ,licenc_e of 
greater liberty than other men," answered 
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Mrs; Tho_rnhill; "but I must confess, that, 
in the same situation, I think I should have 

had as great an aversion to fulsome compli­

ments as Henry shewed. To me they appear 

an insult to the understanding, for a man 

must possess an uncommon share of vanity 

to appreciate them. Had the king told h1n1 
so in simple terms, he would_, perhaps, not 

have been credited, but have brought more 

flattery upon himself for his forbearance 

and n1odesty. Now, though I am a de- · 

dared enemy to all ridicule, , yet I Ii1ust 

.confess that he took the 1nost effectual means 

of si~ehcing. such folly in future. The ,ele-

1gance .; and beauty .of conversation and ·, ~.cl-
dress; in my .opinion, consists in their being 

concise, simple, and energetic;-' alLfar,fetch­

dl sirnilies and ~n1bellishments, . ~hat· are 

foreign to the purpose, tend only to:lo.ad and 

make the subject weak ancLuninteresting, , 

therefore ought to be ·carefully -~voided." . 

: ; "-My dear Amelia," ,said Geo+ge, laugh:­

ing, . " .since you ·are· the, champion of th'e 

~rator, · ,will you be kind enough to tell me, 

what the departure of Hannibal from Car-
, thage had to do with. Henry the Fourth; and 
· , ; ' 1, , ,. 4 l l! I \ · , 



you may, perhaps, bring n1e over to your 
opinion." 

"He did not give the poor fellow time 
to tell him," replied Amelia, joining his 
mirth. 

"The king appears," said l\,f rs. Thornhill, . 
"to have expected some far-fetched, ridi­
culous simile, and saved himself the morti- ­
fication of listening to it, at the expence of _ 
the orator; but his reply had more of wit 
than of ill-nature. For examp1e, Amelia, ,, 
suppose some one was to tel1 you that you 
possessed a1l the great qualities and beauties 
that - dignify and embellish nature, ho,v­
should you receive it?" 

'' Indeed I should feel very silly, as r 
should know they spoke falsely." 

" And 1night not Henry think the same? 
Suppose also that such fulsome adulation _ 
·was paid you before a multitude, ,vould that · 
increase or ·lessen your disgust?'' 
· " It ,vould doubtless increase it, as it 

would 1nake me th'e object of universal ob­
servation; and the world, knowing me des­
titute of the qualities ascribed, must think 
1ne very weak to listen to it." 
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u You give up the cause of the orator, 
then," said George. 

"Not entirely," replied she; " I c~nnot 
bear to pt1nish any one, an<l Henry's rebuke 
exceeded the offence, for it must make hin1 
the jest of the court." 

"~1y dear Amelia," sai<l her mother, "is 
so much on the side of goqd nature, that if 
,ve go n1uch further I shall espouse her side of 
the question. I thjnk I recollect one more 
instance of Henry's love of brevity, and will 
relate it to you ; then we shall see whether 
you maintain your op1n10n. A deputy from 
some of the provinces, having waited upon 
the king, was very prolix and ,vearisome in 
the preliminary to his cli~course. 'I pray 
you to come to the point at once,' said the 
king, repeatedly, but in v,,ain; the man could 
011ly tell the story his own way, from ,~.,,hich 
he was not to be moved, tiJl, the tedious 
introduction over, the king at length ob­
tained a knowledge of the busines~ on which 
he came. This gained, Henry, rising fron1 
his seat, said, 'Farewell good deputy; I 
shall do my best to serve your province; for 
the rest of the discourse, you n,ay repeat it, 



at leisure, to master ,villiam,' whiclrwaKthe 
court fool." 

'' Oh, how ill-nature<l ! '' said A rnelia. 
" Oh, how tediot.1s ! " echoed George; 

" to listen to; ~ subject that might be dis­
cussed in two minutes, lasting two hours. 
The king had great patienc-e; he repeatedly 
pressed him to declare his Lusiness at once; 
and I think condescended, greatly to listen 
so long.,, · 

"I must now," said l\f rs. Thornbill, 
"espouse Amelia's side of the question. 
The deputy was, perhaps, naturally prolix, 
and a bad orator ; not accustomed to the 
presence of a king, that also might assist to 
confuse him ; and there are n1any people 
who are dreadfully tedious in relating a story, 
whom; if you interrupt, can say uothing at 
all. In matters of business, . ·therefore, I 
think it necessary to· bear with tbis fault, 
lest, for want of patience, . you might do 
jnjury ; in matters of less moment, as com­
pliments, I leave you to act a~-you please." 

" 1\1y mother's observation is just,:' an­
s,vered A1J1ela ; "you might as well be an­
gry with a man for stammering, as for not 
posse~sing the graces of speech." 



' " l yield to this last obse1Tation," said 
George, " for I am convinced it is just ; 

and, by way of retribution for my fiwlt, will 

relate to you a story where the minister was 

honest enough to dissent from his king, 

and the king wise enough to take his coun­

sel. In , the re~gn of Charles the First, when 

the Duke of Buckingham was 5tabbecl by 
. Felton,. the king, to manifest his affection 

for him, ordered the Earl of Portland, who 

was than treasurer, to issue out of the ex­
chequer thirty thousand pounds, for the 

celebration of a solemn and magnificent 

funeral for the duke.-The earl, unwilling 

that the nation should be at so enormous an 

expence, during the time it was at war with 
France and Spain, remonstrated to his ma­

jesty, that the sum laid out in a stately 1no-

11ument for the duke, would be a more last­

ing memorial of his royal favour than a 

funeral expence, which would be but the 

,vork of a day, and speedily forgotten. The 

king found the reasonjust, and ordered se­

veral patterns of monuments to be brought, 

but what the king liked, the minister disap­

proved, till at last the king fixed upon one, 

which he was on the point of ordering, when 



he earl, who had no subterfuge left, saicr 
boldly, ' l\ly liege, pardon rne, but what 
,vill the world say,. if you should be at such 
an expence for a favourite, when your royal 
father hath not e\"en a stone to mark where ' 
he lies?' This rebuke so struck the king, 
that he immediately gave up the design." 

"The earl acted as a faithful minister,,,. 
replied l\!Irs. Thornhill, " and saved his 
master from a great disgrace ; had he not 
been truly attached to the king's interest and 
honour, he would not have taken the trou­
ble to 1nake remonstrances that might have 
been i11 received." 

"Among the instances whicl1 history 
gives us of the attachment of nobles to their 
king,'' said George, " I think few can equal 
that which Sir James Douglas, and s01ne 
few more, 5hewed to the cause of Robert • C Brllce, king of Scotland. Sharers in all his 
dangers, they devoted their lives and for­
tunes to' him ; even death was not able to 
shake the affection borne him by his friend 
Douglas, who was s1ain as be was bearing 
the king's heart to Jerusalem." 

" Oh dear George ) do relate it to us,'' 
said Frederic. 
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" You wi_ll find it at large in the history 
of Scotland, and I shall be puzzled to re­
dace it t9 a short staJe, the whole is so inte­
resting ; however, as you are fon<l of heroes, 
I will do my best to recollect the n1ost ma­
terial events, and relate them to you, if my 
n1other is ,villing." . 

" Undoubtedly," answered lvfrs. Thorn­
hill ? "Pray begin.'' 

Geo~ge immediately o_beyed. 

The History ef Robert Bruce, King ef Scotland-. 

" A contention for the crown of Scot­
.land taking place · between John Baliol-and 
Robert Bruce, the dispute ,vas referred to 
I{ing Ed ward the First, of England, ,vho 
gave it. in favour of Baliol, on condition 
that he should pay him allegiance, an offer

1 

·which ·was refused with contempt by Ro-. 
bert. Little regarding the interest of his 
country, Baliol was., ho·wever, expelled and 
b~nished four years after,-and King Edward 
seized upon the _ ,¥hole power of the king-: 
dom, and for sqn1e year~ th~ unhappy, coun-. 



try was one continued scene of contentio-n., 
war, and bloodshed. 

" By the ren1oval of Baliol, John Comyn 
was next in blood. He had for many years · 
maintained the .contestagainstEdward, but 
at last .laid down his arms, and swore fealty 
to the conqueror. Another rival in power 
a,nd pretensions was Bruce, Earl of Carrick ; 
his grandfather, the competitor to Baliol, 
had patiently .s-ubmitted to the award -of 
Ed ward, and his father, yielding to the 
times, had served under the English ban­
ner. Young Bruce had more amb.ition, and 
a more restless spirit, though in his earlier 
years he acted upo1! no regular plan ; for, 
by turns,, the partiza,n of E<l,ward and the 
vicegerent of Bali<:>l, he appeared to have 
fo~gotte-n, or at least to have stifled, his pre­
tension to the crown. But his character 
developed itself by degrees, and in maturer 
age became firm and consistent. .At a 
meeting he is said to have had with Comyn, 
he is reported to have made the following 
proposal. ' Support my title to the crown, 
and I will give you my estate ; or give me 
your estate, and I will support y our's.' 
These conditions were agreed to by both 
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parties, l>ut Comyn, either through fear o 
treachery, revealed the ,vhole soon after to 
I{ing Ed ward. The king shewed Bruce, 
who was in London, the letter of his accu­
ser, and though he appeared pc1cified by his 
answers, yet he resolved to delay his re­
venge only till he could make it more cer­
tain., and ha,ving drank freely one evening, 
declared to h~s lorcls .that he had resolved to 
put Bruce to deatb on the ensuing day. 
The Earl of Gloucester, who was present, 
and between whom and Bruce there was ap­
parently a good understanding., immedi­
a-tely dispatched a messenger, ~vith twelve­
pence and a .pair of ~purs, to -Bnuce, as if he 
bad only meant to restore what he borrow­
ed ; but .the real purport was at once under­
s,tood by Robert, who :prepared for instant 
flight.-The ground was covered ,vith 
snow, and, that his traok might ,not be dis­
covered, he caused the farrier to invert the 
shoes G>f his horses, and took the road to 
Scotland, accornpanie<l only by his secre­
tary and groom. In their way, meeting a. 
foot passenger who gave the1n s01ne st~spi­
cion, they questioned him closely, and 1100n 

discovered he was the bearer of letters from 
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Comyn to the King of England, urging hitn 
either to put B1;uce to death, or to immedi­
ately secure him in prison . . Filled with re­
sentment, they behead~d the messenger; 
ai1d using their utmost speed, in seven days 
after they - left London reached Bruce's · 
castle of Lochmaben. Soon after this he 
removed to Dumfries, where Comyn resided, 
and requested an . interview with hirn at the 
convent of the ~1inorites. He there bitterly 
reproached him with his treachery; Comyn 
gave hin1 the lie, and both fiery spirited; 
and haughty rivals, a quarrel ensued, in 
which Bruce stabbed his antagonist. Alarm- ­
e<l at ·what he had done, he rushed fro1n the 
convent,_ calling to horse. His attendants, 
Lindesay and K.irkpatrick, observing hii 
agitation, enquired tbe cause, to which he 
replied, 'I doubt I have slain Cornyn/--­
' You doubt!' repeated Kirkpatrick; and 
rushing into the place where Cornyn lay, he 
inftantly dispatched him. Sir Robert 
Comyn, a relation, who attempted to de­
fend him, shared his fate. 

" Robert Byuce had now gone too far to 
th-i-nk of receding, for the relations of 
Comyn joined with Ed ward in sche1nes of 



tev-enge. Some, who wished to preserve 

peace in their country, thought it better to 
submit to the government of the -English 

than to attempt a revolution, which could 

not be effected without great bloodshed; 

on the other hand, the friends of Bruce, 

.alarmed at his danger, saw the necessity 

they were under of taking a decided part in 

his favour, and without loss of time resolved 

on his coronation. Tbe ceremony was per­

formed at Scone, on the ~5th of l\1arch, 

1306, ,ia the presence of two earls, two 
hishops, the Abbot of Scone, John de Athol, 

and John de lVIenteith. It had been cus­

ton1ary, since tbe days of lVlacbeth, for 

one of the family of Fife to put the crov\i·n 

·OH the king's head, and , Bruce found the 

prepossess1on of the Scots so strong in fa­

vour of this custom, that he was obliged to 

endeavour to satisfy them. l\1acduff, Earl 
of Fife, was at that period in England, 

where he had· married, and his sister ,,,-as 

wife to _ the Earl of Buchan, one of the 

heads of the fan1ily of Cornyn, and conse­

quently the determined enemy of Bruce~ 

By an unc0nnnon effor~ of female patrio­
t .sin, she however postponed all private 

l\f 



1quarrels for the good of her cou11try, and 
in ber husband's absence repaired wjtl1 all 
·his_warlike accoutrements to Bruce, to ,vho111 

. she del_ivered them, an~ placed the cro,vu 
·upon his head ... 

·" The K.ing of England beard of tbese 
proceedings ,vith astonishment, and with­
out delay sent a body .. of troops to suppress 
the rebellion. Bruce on1itted nothing ju 
his power. foT his defence, and soon found 
11ims-elf at the head of a. small army, but 
they were inexperienced soldiers, and being 
attacked by surprise, were totally defeated~ 
Bruce behaved with the greatest valour, 
and had three horses killed under · him. 
Being distinguished by t11e desperation with 
which he fought, John lVIowbray, one of 
the enemy, a tnan of great resolution, rush­
ed upon him, and c2.tchin g hi? horse by the 
bridle, cried out-' I have hold of the new 
made king,' but he was immediately deli­
vered by Christopber Seaton. 

" This defeat was a severe blow to Ro­
bert, who soon found his army reduced to 
five hundred. With ,these be retired to 
Aberdeen" where he was joine.d by his 
~i"other, Sir Neil Bruce, his wife the Queen, 



· :11,11d a number of others of his family, all of 

w horn offered to follow his fortune. 

" Recluced to the greatest inconvenience 

even for food, he persuaded the la.dies to re-­

tire to his castle of K.ilclrommeyt under the 

protection of Sir Neil Druce and the Earl of 

Athol. In the mean time the desertion of 

his men increased, so that he soon found 

hin1setf at the head of no more than two 

huncl red.-As the w·inter was corning on, 
he re~olved to go into Argyleshire t_o Sir 

Neil Cambell, who had gone before to make 

-rea_dy for his reception.. In his way thither 
he encountered incredible difficulties, and 
·some of hi s followers bein~ cut off at a 

·place called Dairy, the 1:ernainder were so 

·disheartened that tbey all forsook him, 

-ex cept his firm friends Sir G ilbert Hay and 

'Sir J amcs Douglas, who, with a few domes~ 

tics , still resolved to share his fortune. 
I 

" On crossing Lochlomo-nd, in a crazy 

'boat, he , was recognized by 11 is friend the 

Earl of Lenox, wbo having been proscribed 

in Eng1a11cl, lived in exile on bis own estate. 

The affection of tbis meeting drew tears 

from all present, for Lenox was before un­

-acquainted with Bruce's rr1isfortunes. 1-Ie 
1\1 ~ 
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,,,i1nmecliately furnished the half-famished 
party with plenty of provision, but being 
sensible of the danger of their rerna1ning 
,vliere they were, they mutually agreed to 
seek a safer asylum. Sir Neil Cam bell ha.cl 
already provided shipping, but the aclven­
tu rers had scarcely set sail, when they were 
pursued by a squadron of the English fleet. 
The vessel which carried .the Earl of Lenox 
escaped with difficulty to Cantire, where 

· _ Bruce had already landed, and at this meet­
ing it was agreed that they never again 
should separate. 

" In the mean time the King of England 
resumed his project of entirely subduing 
Scotland, and for this purpose the most 
active . and , expensive preparations w-ere· 
made. · The army \Vas divided into two 
parts, one commanded by the king himse1f, 
and the other by the Prince of vVales, and, 
under hin1 the Earls of Lancaster and Here­
ford, with orders to proceed into the coun­
tries where Bruce was strongest, and to put 
all to the sword whom they suspected of 
favouring his party. · 

" The Prince of \Vales continuing his 
1narch. n_ott~ward, Bruce's queen began to 



be , a1armed for her own safety, and there 

fore took sanctuary with her daughter at 

the shrine of St. Duthac in Ross 11irc, but 

Yvas there n1ade prisoner ~y the Earl of 

Ross, ,vho was of the English party. The 

queen was sent to London, and ber daugh­

ter shut, up in a religious house. 

" The ca:istle of Kildrornmey was besieg­

ecl by the .Earls of_ Lancaster and IIereford, 

and the n'.lagazine being burnt by treachery, 

,vas oblige<l to surrender at discretion. The 

commor1 men were hanged, and Sir Neil 

Bruce and the Earl of Athol sent prisoners­

to King Echvard, who caused them to be 

hanged on a gallows fifty feet high, and 

then beheaded . and burnt. The Countess 

of Buchan, who had crowned King Robert, 

,vas also taken,- as was Lady l\1ary Bruce, 

the king~s sister. Some historians say that 

Edward caused tbese ladies to be shut up in 

wooden cages, and the one hung over the 

,valls of Rox burgh Castle, and the othe1~ 

over tho5e of Berwick.· 

'' Many other of Bruce's party were put 

to death, among w horn were two of his 

.,. brothers, and Bruce himself was in so dis­

tresseJ a state that it ,vas even reported h~ 
l\lf 3 



,vas dead. His misfortunes cou 1rl not holv­
ever intimidate him, or prevent him n1edi-­
tatin0' a severe reveno·e ao·ainst the destroy-o ..: t, t, 

ei:s of his fan1ily. llaving remained co11-
cealed some time among the islands, dui-ing 
v hich he gathered together three bun cl red 

1nen, he resol :eel to surprise a fort belong­
ing to the English on the Isle of Arranr. 
'This was performed \vith succes-s, under the 
command of his friends the valiant Douglas. 
and Sir Robert Boyde. I{ing Robert im­
n1ediately passed over into Arran, ,vhere, 
elated with this success, he increased the 
11la11ber of his men to four hundred, and 
,nstantly resolved to .surprise bi~ own castle 
in Carrick, w1licb had been givet by l{ing 
Edward to J-Ienry Percy. 1-Ie soon drove 
out the intruders, and obtained possession, 
hut, to his great vexation, n1et wi1h but 
Ji ttle-support from the neighbouring coun­
try. 

" Soon after this a lady of considerable 
fortune joined him, bringing ·Nith her forty 
·warriors. From her he first learnt the par­
ticulars of his family misfortunes, which,. 
instead of dishear tening him, ani1natcd hin. 
with a clou!Jle thirst of vengea11ce. As tl .t., 
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king -had recovered his ~_ castle at Carrick, 

Douglas resolved to attempt th~ recovery of 

his at Douglas-dale, anJ for that purpose, 

on Palm-Sunday, repaired to St. Bride's 

Church, where with his men he surprised 

and oYerpowered the Engli-sh, and at length 

obljgecl· them to yield. Douglas then, with, 

out fartheF resistance, took -possession of 

his own castle, ,vhich he found weil stored 

with provisions a.nd money, all of which be 

devoted to the king's use ; he 11ext destroy-· 

ed what he could !lot carry with him, as 

a1so the castle, ·which he knew it ,vould be· 

_impoasible to preiserve. 
" In the next year, 1507, Robert twice· 

defeated the English in two pitched battles. 

, Ed ward, however, still resolved on conquest, 

though be was ,veakened by disease, pro­

ceeded to ware.ls Sol way, but was so red uce<l 

that he could only advance six nriles in four 

days, and at length expired in sight of that 

country ,vhich he had so often devoted to 

destruction. VVith his dying breath he 

gave orders that his body should accompany 

the army into Scotland, and remain u1iburi­

ed till that country. was subdued ; but his 

son, ,perhaps n1ore wisely, orc1ere~ it to he · 
NE 4. 

\ 
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conveyed to London, where it was 1aid in 
,vestrninster Abbey." 

" lVIy dear ,son/' said Nl rs. Thornhill, "I 
am soi:ry to interrupt you, but your brother 
Frederic., and Caroline, have far exceeded 
theii; hour ; we must postpone the remain-
der until to-morrow ev,ening." _ 

·' Oh, marnma," answered Frederic, "I 
c1rn curious to hear how Bruce succeeded 
after Kin_g Edward's death.'' 

"You will hear to-moyrow ; in_ the mean 
time think on what you have already 
heard, and give me your opinion respec~ing 
the characters before we enter on the story 
agai-l'J,-For the present good 111ght." 

CONVERSATION Xi'.I. 

Comments on the Ljfe of Robert Bruce-Continuation of 
the History-Tlze Battle (if Bannock-burn~Valour uf 
Douglas and Rcpzdolph-Remarlcs on the History. 

THE tisual party assern bled, George was 
preparing to satisfy th€ curiosity of his bro­
t9er, when Mrs. Thornhill sajd, " I th~uk,, 
Frederrc, you '\Vere, before ,~e entered on. 



the itory this -evening, to give me your opi­

nion on the subject." 
· "I think, nrnmma, Bruce was a great 

man, and did right to support his claim. 

Tbe king of England had no business to 

seize on his country, and for Bruce's friends, 

I do not wonder he loved them, when they 

gave up all to share his fate." 

" I thank you, Frederic,'' replied 1\1rs. 

Thornhill; " I think with you, that Robert 

Bruce was a valiant n1an, and that King 

Edward:S desire of conquest was unpardon­

able, as the thirst of power involved two 

kingdoms in long and bloody wars. Bruce's 

offer to Comyn ,vas also noble; but are not 

the greatest heroes n1ost liable to commit 

the ,\rorst deeds? for such you must a1lo,v 

the nrnrder of Comyn, though he had acted 

fa1sely. Bruce's flight from the court of 

, Ed ward, and his causing his horses to be 

shod backwards, was c01nrnendable pru­

dence; but the beheading of the poor.fello,v 

-they met with on the road, appears gross 

-inj,ustice, for in all probability he was jgno-

rant of the purport of his dispatches, being 
scarcely of c9nsequence enough to be trust­
ed,· The coronation of Robert by the Coun ... 

1vI 5 



tess of Buchan, is a proof bow far the spirit' 
of patriotism can carry all characters, when 
it made even a woma,n forget that the n1an­
sbe crowrrecl had slain her near relati.on, and 
that she was acti·ng in direct ·opposition to 
the wi,11 of her husband, who afterwards pur-­
sued Bruce with great inveteracy. There 
is no part of the history tha:t I admire more· 
than the courage with which .Bruce bore his 
evil fortune; common minds sink i-n dis .. -, 

tress; great ones rise above it; and when 
bereft of his wife and daughter, that he 
should redouble his ardour, was · to- be ex-· ~ 
pected fro1.11 his character." 

"Don't forget, mam1na," said Frederic, 
'' that King Edward caused S·ir Neil Bruce 
and the Earl of Athol to be hanged, and 
behaved ·so ill to- the po-or Countess of Bu­
chan, and Lady Mary .Bruce.-It was very 
na~nral Sir Neil and Lady lVlary should take 
the part of their brotber.'? 

"It was,. and equally natural that Ed­
,vard should be exasperated against them ; 
but had he been .truly great, he would no~ 
have stooped ·to such means of revenge. 
Historians differ in their opinion respecting 
these. ladies-some say the Earl of Buchan 
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sought to kill bis wife for her treason, but . ~ 

that Edward restrained him, and ordered 

her to be confined in a wooden cage. Ano-

-ther historian ·tells us, that she was only 

closely confined in Berwick castle; but the 

opinion most to be depended on is, from 

a letter under the privy seal to the chamber­

lain of Scotland, in which a cage is ordered 

to be constructed to confine the countess, 

as he, the_ charriberlain, or his deputy at 

Berwick, should be responsible with their 

lives, should she escape. 

"You are not, rpy chilclreo, by this, to 

s-uppose a cage in which she could not stir; 

as in the same letter she was ordered to have 

two English women to attend her) and the 

convenience of a decent chamber. The 

~ place of her confinen1ent; for the greate1· 

security, was ordered to be erected in one 

of the turrets . of the castle, to be strongly 

latticed w.ith wood, and cross-bar.red ·with 

iron." 
" Poor woman,'' said · Caroline, "I an1 

g1ad she was not so shockingly treated as I 

· at first thought, though, as yon describe it., 

mamma, it tnust be very dreadful." 1 

'' It dou btle.ss was," resumed lV{n; .•. Thorn..:. 
. M 6 
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11111; "but to proceed, I have already re­
n1arkecl the effect of pati:ioti-srn upon Lady 
Buchan ; another exan1p1e shewed itself in 
the lady who brought the forty warriors to 
assist Bruce. We will next notice the death 
of King Edward ; wl}at think you of that 
Frederic ?" 

" I think, mammal if I was so near cleath. 
as he wa;, I should not have thought of 
killing any one.,,, 

"I hope you -would not; poor man, even 
the weakness and pains of death could no~ 
overcome his desire of revenge and conquest. 
He could not die ln charity ,vith all 1ne11 to . 
breathe such a wish; and all we can hope is.,. · 
that he 111et with more n11:~rcy than he was 
inclined to shew. If ever disobedience ·was 
excusable, it ,vas in the case of Ed ward the· 
Second, for sendi-ng the body to its proper . 
receptacle; fo:r: had it fallen into the hands 
ofhis enemies, which was possibleJ it could . ' only have affo.rded them food for triumph .. 
-But come, George, will you obljge us by 
continuins.yo.ur relation o.,., 
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Continuation cif the History of Robert Bruce, King of 

Scotland. 

" The death of so inveterate an enemy 

could not fait of raising the spirits of Bruce 

and his party; and the new king of England, 

Ed ward the Second, having retreated in to 

his own kingdon1, Bruce immediately in-

. vaded Galloway, where the inhabitants re­

fusing to acknowledge him, he laid waste 
their country; but in a battle that followed, 

,vas himself defeated, and obliged to retire 

north,vard. Having recruited his army1 he 
return'ed s~uthwarcl to retrieve his disgrace, 
and being attacked by the Earl of Buchan 

,vith a large army, he was for.tunate ·enough 
to gain a complete victory. The successes '. 
Robert had met with, and the universal 
boldness of his character, n9w began to raise 
him many friends, and severa1 great families 

of the Scots, who had adhered to the En­

glish cause, came ov·er to him. I-Iis bro­
ther Edward Bruce defea_tecl the inhabitants 

of Galloway; and _Douglas, . roving' runon'g_ 
the mountains of Tweedale, made prisoners 

of Thomas Randolph, King Robert's ne~ 
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phew, and Alexander Steward, of Bonk-hill, 
who had hjtherto continued inimical to his 
1nterest. Ranclolp-h · vvas brou,ght before 
Bruce, but haughtily refused submission, 
and was therefore c01nrnitted to vrison. 

" The next exploit -Qf Robert was . 
ilga1nst the :Lord of Lorn, in which he was -
accompanied by Sir James Douglas, and 
0btained a complete victory. While Ro­
bert and his associates were thus gaining 
the admiration of their country, by the bold- · 
11ess of their exploits, tbe king of England, 
by the _n1eans of the bishop of St. Andrew's., , 
published against them a sentence of ex­
communication. 'This was, ho,vever, djs- ~ 
regardet~, and after a short truce the war " 

_ was again renewed. 
0 lll' the yea·r. 131 Q, Ed ward again invad-·, 

ed Scotland, Lut Robert carefully avoided . 
a battle, well knowing that an invasion un-: 
dertaken in autumn, would of itself destroy, 
the heavy armed cavalry of the English ; a 
scarcity also prevailed, which soon reduced 
the1n to the greatest straits. The spirit of 
enterprise now comn1unicated itself to all . 
ranks of .people in Scotland~- In the ye_ar,, 
1311, a poor peasant., named vVilliam Bin~ 
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noch, surprised the castle of Linlithgow: 
The English garrison ,v-as secure, and kept 

but a slight guard, of which Binnoch being 
informed, concealed eight resolute men in 

' a load of hay which he had been employed 
to drive into the castle. With . on1y these, 

as soon as he got ,v-ithin the gates, he fell 

upon the guard, and beca1ne master of the 
place, vvhich was- im1nediately destroyed by 
Robert. 

" Bold with success, not content ·with. 
defending his own country, Robert next in­

vaded England,, ravaged th,~ bishoprick of 
Durham, and returned loaded with spoils 

and laid siege to Perth ; not succeeding 'in 
a regular siege, he, one dark night, procured 
scaling ladders, and approached the works­
wjth a chosen body of infarHry ; at the head 
of his soldievs h€ waded through. the ditch, , 
thoug·h the water reached his throat, and, -

was the second man who gained the top o.f 
the walls. -. 

"The town was then taken, plundered, ·-
and bn.rnt, and the fort1fications destroyed.. ' 

"He then again invaded England, spread­
ing universal deyastation ; took the cas,tle. 

of Roxburgh~ while the garrison. we~·e rev.el"". 
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lfog in the· time of Lent, and s1ew the go­
vernor. 

"In the mean time, Randol pb, the king's 
nephew, haYing made submission, was re­
ceived 1nto favour, and speedily distinguish­
ed himself in the cause of his country. 
vVith only thirty men he scaled the ,va11s of 
the castle of Edinburgh, and reduced it to 
tbe co1nrnand of his uncle. 

" Robert's friends increasing with his 
successes, he laid waste the county of Cum­
berland, and passing over into the Isle of 
1\-fan, entirely subdued it. 

"I(ing Ed ward, harrassed with so trou­
blesome an enemy, resolved again to 'attack 
him, and for that purpose raised a mighty 
army, collected bis ships for the invasion., 
and engaged to his assistance O'Connor, 
chief of the Irish of Connaught, and twen­
ty-six other Irish chiefs, the command of 
whom he bes towed on the Earl of Ulster. 
His barons also were summoned to attend 
him at Berwick, on the eleventh of June, 
and twenty-two thousand foot soldiers were 
required by proclamation, fron1 the different 
counties. 

" In the mean time Robert's successes 
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' t il1 contina_ed ; he reduced several strong 

castles, and at last laid siege to that of Ster­

ling. The governor agreed to surrender, if 

he was not relieved before the 24th of.June, 

1314, to which Edw-ard Bruce agreed, with­

out consulting his brother, who was highly 

displeased at this rash treaty, which allowed 

the English time to assemble their utmost 

force, and obliged him to put all to the ha­

zard of a single battle. Resolved, however,. 

to abide by the agreement, and to n1eet the 

English on the appointed day, he collected 

.his forces between Falkirk and Sterling; 

they amounted to thirty thousand soldiers, 

Thesides fifteen thousand of an undisciplined 

rabble, who followed the camp eager to 

enlist under his standard. He determined 

to wait the English in a field, which had 

the brook or burn of Bannock on the right, 

and Sterling on the left. .His chief dread 

,vas the ·English cavalry, and these he took 

every method to oppose. The batiks of the 

brook were steep in many places, and the · 

ground betv;een it and Sterling was partly 

covered with wood ;. the king therefore 

commanded many pits, of about a foot in, 

bread th, . and two or three feet d~ep, to be t 
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·•lug in all parts where the calvary could pass; 
these were cr1refully covere{i with brush wood 
and sod, so that they might be easily over­
looked Ly a rash and impetuous-army. 

"On the S3<l of June, the Scots rece.i ved 
intelligence of tbe approach of the English 
army, which historians say consisted, horse 
and foot, of three hundred thou.sand wa·r­
riors of different nations. Robert's soldiers 
all fought on foot. He gave the comman(I 
of the centre to Sir J an1es Douglas, and 
vValter, the young ste\varci of Scot1arid.,,. 
llis brother,_ Ed ward Bruce, commanded 
the right wing, and RanclolpL, the k1ng 1s 
nephew, the left, the king hims~lf takh r 
charge of ~be reserve. In a valley Le placed 
the baggage and useless attendants of his 
army.. Randolph having inadvertently suf­
fered eight hundred nJen to pass him, to 
throw succours into Sterling, the king c11id 
him for his imprudence, ?n which, eager to 
retrieve hjs disgrace, he hastily pui•sued 
them. As he advanced, the Engli, h wheel­
ed to attack him; Randolph drew up his 
n1en in a circular form, holding out their 
spears on every side. At the fir ·t onset, 
the English com1nander was killed, butJ{au-
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dolph, tvho had only a small party, wa" 
surrounded on all sides. Douglas perceived 
his· danger, and requested the king to let 
11im go to his assistance, which the king­
consented to with reluctance. As Douglas. 
approached, be saw th~ English falling into 
disorder, on which he called his n1en to. 
stop, saying, ' Do not let us diminish the 
glory of Randoph, by sharing a victory 
which I see will be nobly won.' 

"Robert was in the front of the line when 
the van guard of the English appeared; he 
vvas plainly dressed with a crown above his 
helmet, and a Lattle•axe in his band. Hen~ 
ry de Bohun, an English knight completely 
armed, 111ade forward, to encounter him; Po• 
bert did not decline the combat, and struck 
his antagonist so violently with hi~ battle­
axe, that he cleft hi1n to the chin, ~ftcr 
which the van guard retreated in confusion. 
\Vhen the Scottish generals blamed the king 
for his rashness in encountering Bohun, he 
replied, bluntly, ' I-lave I not enough with­
out your chiding? see, I have broken my 
good battle-axe.' 

"On the ensuing day (the 24th of June) 
the whole English arn1y moYed on to the· 
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attack; King Ed ward · himself commandirig,. 
in chiff. l\Iaurice, abbot of I nchaffray, 
placed on an eminence, celebrated mass to 
the Scottis.h army, which, having performed,. 
he passed along the front ra11 ks barefoot, 
·with a crucifix in his band, exhorting the 
Scots to fio·ht for their kina their rio·hts t:, ::,, b . ' 

and liberty. The Scots received tbe ex-
hortation on their knees, which being per­
ceived at a distance by King Edward, be 
exclaimed, 'Tbey yield--they yield :-see, 
they implore mercy.'-' They do/ answered 
Un1fravil1e, one of his eomnianders, 'but 
they irnp1ore mercy of heaven,._ not of us­
On that field they will c.onquer or die.' 

"As both parties fought with the utmost 
rancour, the battle was sustained with great· 
fury; until the Scots having defeated the 
archers, the English army ·was put into the 
utmost confusion, and tbe yo\..rng and gal­
lant Earl of Gloucester, encl ea vouri ng to rally 
the forces, was slain. At this critical rno-
1nent, the rabble wbo atte11decl tl1e Scottish 
army,. prompted by curiosity or a 1ove of 
plunder, rushed forward, a11cl completed the 
discomfiture of the English, who, taking 
them for a body of fresh troops, fled in a~l 
directions, by which means the battle was 



jrretrievably lost and the kino· forced to ' b 
quit the field. Sir James Douglas, ,v'itb sixty 
horsemen, pursued K.ing Ed ward closely; 
he howev~1J with great difficulty, got safe 
to·_ Dunbar, where be was received by the 
Earl of ,lv1 c,,lrch, who protected him till he 
could be g-ot safe to England. 

, " Such was the memorable battle of Ban­
nock-bnrn, the greatest defeat the English 
ever sustained frori1 the Scots. On the side 
of the latter, no persons of note were slain, 
except Sir vVilliam Vipont, and Sir '\Valter 
Ross, the n1ost re~ected friend of Edward· 
Druce, who was so grievously afflicted at 
the loss, that be exclainiecl-' 0 h, that this 
day's work were undone, so Ross had not 
died ! ' On the English side were slain 
twenty .. seven - barons and banneret~, an~ 
t\\'enty-two taken prisoners; of knights were 
killed forty-two, and sixty taken prisoners; 
of esquires there fe.Jl seven hundred, and 
the nu1nber of common rneu, who were kill­
ed or taken prisoners, ' could 11ever be esti­
mated. The "\Velch who had served in the 
English army were scattered over the coun­
try, and cruelly butchered Ly the Scottish 
peasants. The English who had taken re-

4 



rugs among the rocks, surrendered at dis ... 
cretion. The castle of Sterling was given 
up, and the privy seal of England fell into 
the hands of the King of Scotland. The 
spoils of the English camp were immense, 
and, joined with the ransom of the noble 
prisoners, enriched the con{1uerors, Robert 
shewed great generosity to the prisoners 
that fell to his share, releasi 1fg some without 
ransom, and greatly allev1ating the chstress 
of a1l; the dead bodies of tbe Earl of G lou­
cesteT anfl Lord Clifford were sent to Eng­
land. A Carrne1ite priest, who was a poet, 
and whom King Edward had brought with 
him to record bis triumpl1s, was taken pri­
soner, and olJliged to celebrate tbe victory 
of Robert o,Ter the English, by which he 
obtained his pare-Ion. After the battle, the 
Ea-rl of Hereford retreated to the castle of 
Bothwell, but was oblige<l to surrender to 
Ed ward Bruce-. This nobleman was after­
wards exchanged for the \Vife, sister, an<l 
daughter of the kin gr who hacl suffered an 
imprisonment of seven years. 

"l)eterminecl to pursue the fortune wlJich 
was so favourable to them, Eel ward Bruce 
and Douglas entered England, spreading 



desolation wherever they came, and enrich­
ing their men with plunder. 

"U nahle to sto1) these ra va cres, Ki no· Ed-o b 
,vard sent em bass:idors to treat for peace, 
but the Scots \Vere tC}O much elated with 
success to make concessions, and the Eng• 
lish were not sufficiently burn bled to yield 
to their demands; the ravages were there­
fore renewed, and the Scots continued their 
devastations. 

'' In the year 1315, the Scots were not so 
- prosperous ~ they plundered Durham and 

Hartlepool, but were repulsed from Carlisle 
and Berwick. Tbe Irish of Ulster, oppress­
ed by tbe English government, called in 
the assistance of King Robert, offering- to 
acknowledge his brother Edward as their 
·sovereign. The off er of a cro\v n inflan1ed 
the ambition of Ed ward, ,vhose valour 
111ade no account of difficulties~ and, assist-
ed by .his brother with six thousa1-1d 1nen, 
he passed over to Ireland; the event prov-
ed unfortunate ; Ed ward, after performing 
.and suffering more than could have been 
expected from buman nature, was at last . 
defeated and slain, his body quartered, and 
his head presented to King Edward. Ro-
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bert himself went to Ireland to assist hi5 
brother, when the English, takiug advan-

. tage of his absence, sent the Earl of Arun­

del with a powerful army to disturb the 

public trangui1lity, but the valiant Douglas 

attacked and defeated him with great loss. 

The governor · of Berwick next wasted 

Tweedale, and was returning home loaded 

,vith spoil, but was pursued by Douglas, de­

feated, and killed. Soon after this, intelli­

gence was conveyed to Douglas, that Ro­

bert N ev11le boasted that he would encoun­

ter him ,vherever he saw bis banner display­

ed. D(\ug1as did not long · delay to give 

him an opportunity; he advanced toward 

Berwick, displayed his banner, and burnt 

some villages. Neville, in consequence, took 

the field, encountered Douglas, and was 

defeated and killed. In the meein time the 

English invaded Scotland, and landed in the 

Frith of Forth. Five hundred Scots at­

tempted to oppose them; out, intimidated 

at their numbers, fled, until the bishop of 

Sinclair, who happened to meet the fug:i­

tives, by his reproacbes, obliged tl1cm to 

rally: he led them up - to the charge, and 

drove the English back to, their Yesseli. 
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For this exploit Robert conferred on him the 

title of the l(ing's Bishop. 
"_ In the year 1317> by the machinations 

_of King Ed ward, a bull was issued by the 

pope, commanding a two years truce be­

tween the English and Scots.. Robert al­

lo,ved the ca1:di.nals, who were the rnessen­

_gers, to declare his holiness's carnmands, 

· but ref used to read the sealed letters, as they 

wer~ addressed to the governor, not to the 

/Ling of Scotland.-' I am in possession of 

the kingdom of Scotlanll,' said he, 'my 

people call n1e king, and foreign princes ad­

dress me as such. Had you presun1ed to 

present such letters to any other sovereign, 

you 1night perhaps have bsen answered in a 

harsher style, but, though offended, I regard 

you as messengers of the holy see.' 

" Though abashed by this repTy, the car ... 

dinals determined to proclaim the papal truce 

· n Scotian(_!, and for that purpose employed 

a. 111011k at Berwick, to convey letters to the 

.bishops of Scotland.. The monk found the 

_ king at the borders, preparing to attack 

:Berwick; and in obe<lience to his orders 

proclaimed the truce, but was soon glad to 

desist without delivering his letters, 011Iy 

N 



craving· a safe conduct back to Berwick, or 
to be suffered to p?,SS 'into Scotiand. Both 
·were refused, and he_ set 011 t alone ; but in 
his return to Berwick was attacked by rob ­
bers, or' some who pretended to be so, and 
was robbed of all his parchments and instruc­
tions and the pope's bull torn ,vithout any 
regard to its sacredness. 

" Robert, with Randolph and Douglas, 
soon. after took the town and castle of Ber­
,vick, -penetrated into Yorkshire, and burnt 
and destroyed all the principal place;;. 

"Determined to intimidate the Scottish 
nation, Ed wa_rd obtained from the pope an 
excom1nunication ·against Robert Bruce 
and h_is adherents. Having succeeded in 
this, he endeavoured to prejudice other pow­
ers against them, but failing in that attempt, 
h~ once 1nore resolved on ,var'" Co1lecting 
a strong power, with .the most murderous 
engine~ that human invention cold devise, 
Edward th~n attacked Benvick, but, after 
a~ ineffectual siege, was obliged to retire 
,vith great loss. 

"This defeat forced the King of England 
to think of peace~ and a truc;e was accord­
ingly agreed on. 
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"The pop~, finding that Hobert would 

not be terrified into submission, advised Ed­

,vard to make the best terms he could. A. 
neg·ociation accordingly took place, but 

termin-ated ineffectually, and all the hbrrors 

of war ~ere renew€d. The English invaded 

Scotland, and the Scots invaded England ; 

each party striving which could comn1it the 

n1ost devastation, until, after a considerable 

time, Eclward•s army returned to England. 

In their retreat, they were pursued by the 

Scots, when Douglas undertook to force 

their camp, in which bold undertaking he 

succeeded, seconded by Randolph ; the 

.English were driven to the very gates of 

York, and abandoned all their baggage and 

tre._asure to the enemy. Disheartened by such 
repeated losses, Ed ward agreed to a cessa­

tion of arms, but wished in the_ treaty to 

avoid giving Robert the tit1e of king. T'his ' 

agreement was to hold for three years, ,but 

Robert would not consent to it unless in ft'.llr 
form, and it was acc0rding:ly ratified in the ' 

1 
treaty under the title of Rober _t, king of ' 

SGotland. 
"In the year 13~7; Eel ward the ·Second 

,vas de.posed, and succeeded ·by hi,s son Ed--­
.N -~ 



v1ard the Third, then in his fifteenth year; 
he renewed the negociations for peace with 
the Scots, but these failing, Douglas and 
Randolph again invaded England with an 
army of twenty thousand horsemen, against 
which Edward led an army of at least thirty 
thousand n1en, assern bled at Durham. The -
Scots proceeded with the utmost cruelty, the 
English tracing their progress by the smoke 
and flan1es of the burning towns and vil­
lQ-ges they passed through. l\lissing, how­
ever, of the Scots, they resolved to post 
then1selves on the north bank of the river 
Tyne, and intercept them on their return; 
here again tbey were disappointed, and at 
length it was resolved for them to proceed 
southward, which they di-d for some days, 
without any tidings of the enemy; at length 
they learnt where they ·were, and hastened 
to meet them. The Scots were advantage­
ously posted upon a rising ground, baving 
the river '\Vere in front, and the flank of their 
army secured by rocks and precipices. The 
English having in vain endeavoured tu al­
lure the Scots from their strong hold, King 
Edward at length sent a message to Dou­
glas and Randolph-' Either,' said he, 'suf-



fer 1ne to pass the river, and leave me room 

for ranging my forces; or do you pass the 

river, and I wi.11 1eave you room to range 

your's, and thus we shall fight on equal 

terms.' 
"To this the Scottish co1nmanders an­

~wered, ~ ,v e will do neitber-On our road 

hither, we have burnt and spoi1ed the coun­

try, and n-ow we are here fixed, while to us 

it seems good ; jf the king of England is of­

fended, let him come over and chastise us ; 

,ve are ready to receive him.' 

"The armies had continued in sight of 

er~ch other for two days, when the Scots 

decamped at midnight, and posted thern­

selves hvo miles further in a spot yet more 

difficult of access. The English followed 

aud enca1~ped oppo-site to them. Here at 

midnight D,oug1as undertook a most despe­

rate eu terprize, some-what resem bting those. 

of the ancient-heroes, < ,vith only two hun­

dred horsemen he reached the English camp,. 

and entered it disguised as, a comrnander­

ca1ling the rounds. I-laving tbus eluded the· 

centinels, l1e passed into the royal quartersJJ 

overthrew all th?,t opposed him, and furi-­

otis-ly assaulted the king's tenL - The. do--
N 3 



mestics of Edward desperately defended theit 
master, and his chaplain, w-:i_th ·many~ more 

'bf his household,- ~ve:re -slain, cl q rtng ,which 
conflict the king himself escaped,. and Dou­
glas, disappointed of his -purpose, which wws 
to take the king pris0ner, rushed through 
the enemy, and effected a ret~eat: \>\>·ith in­
l'.onsiderabie loss, 

" The following morning the English 
learnt, from a prisoner, that orders ha-<l been 
jssue.d through the Scottish camp, for all 
the men to be ready to follow the banner of 
f)o nglas; on ,~hich, apprehending an attack 
in the night, they prepared for battle, keep­
ing a strict watch, but in the n1orning they 
were informed the Scots had decamped dur­
ing th~ darkness of the night, and totally 

' clestroyed their camp. "\Vhen the young 
king of England was assured of the truth 
of this information, he burst into-tears; fo u 
'the enterprize, which had thus termi.nated 
in disappoin tin en t and d i·shonou r, had <;:os-t 
an irpmense snrn,. and taking his way to: 
York, he there disbanded his army • 
. " ,v earied with these-perpetual losses and 

, disappointtnen.t~, I(ing Edward, in the year 
1_3~8, .cousented to a perpetual truce be-. 
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twe-ef1 the kingdoms, a rn utual i ndem11itich­

tion taking pl-ace; and, to make the _whole 

:more secure and amicabfe, it was agreed, that 

the king's sister Johanna should be con­

tracted to David, the infant son and heir of 

Rober(. Their marriage was celebrated th 

same year. 
" On the seventh of June, 13'29, died Ro­

bert Bruce, unquestionably the greatest of all 

the Scottish monarchs. 1-iis death appears 

to have been. occasioned by the excessive fa­

tigues· of 1nilitary service, which brought on­

an inveterate scurvy, ·which terminated his 
life at the age of fifty-five. 

" . It now remains only to teH you of the 

fat~ of the king's long-tried and sincere 

£riends, Randolph and lYoug1as. I{ing Ro­
bert, just before his death, requ~sted that 

his heart niight be deposited in our Saviour,s 

Sepulchre,.-'at Jerusalefo. O'n this ' errand 

nhe great commander Douglas was employ .. 

ecl, and· i'ri· June, 1'330, sailed with a nume­

rous and-splendid-retinue.- Ife anchored at 

Sluys; ih· Flanders; where he expected to 

!nd· companions iir his pilgrimage, but Iearn­

iqg that the· ki11g of Castile was engaged 

in a ,var with-the Moors, he-could 11ot' resist 
N4 
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the opportunity of signalizing himself 
against the enemies of chr'istianity. 

" He met with an honourable reception at 
the COLLrt of Spain, and readily obtained 
leave to fight in the cause of christianity. 
The Spaniards first came in sight of the 
enemy on the frontiers of Andalusia, and a 
batt_le ensued, in which the Moors were de­
feated. Douglas, ·with his usual impetuous 
valour, pursued them, and throwing among 
them the casket which contained the heart 
of his sovereign, -he cried aloud-' Now 
pass thou onward as thou wert wont, thou 
noble heart, Douglas will follow thee or 
die. '-1'he fugitives. at that moment rallied 
and surrounded Doug las, ,vho,. with a few 
of his followers, was killed in attempting to. 
-res·cue Sir \Valter Sinc1air, of Roslin. vVith 

, .great reverence his body was brought back 
to Scotland, and solemnly interred in the 
church of Douglas. His countrymen pes-­
petuated his memory- by the _epithet of th€ 
good Sfr James Douglas. He wa_s one of 
the greatest commanders of tbe age, and is 
said to have been engaged in seven ty bat ... 
tles, fifty-seven of which be gained, and 
was drfeatcd in thicteeno. Of h!.111 i.t is. re-
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f>Orted, that meeting with an officer at the 

court of Spain, ,vho had his face quite dis­

figured with scars, the latter said to him­

' It astonishes me, that you, who are said to 

have seen so n1uch service, should bave no 

marks or ,vounds on your face.' Douglas 

replied, ' Thank heaven, I had always an. 

arm to protect my face. r 

"Now to speak of Randolph.-After 

the death of I{ing Robert, in consequence 

of an act passed for that purpose, he assum­

ed the regency during the n11nority of the 

king. In J-ijs new character he behaved in 

the n1ost e.,~ernplary manuer, and worthy of 

the tru5t reposed in him by bis unc1e Ro­

bert. 1-I e secured the pn blic tranquillity in 

the most perfect n1anner : a severe exercise 

of justice was now rendered not on1y ne­

cessary, but jndjspensable ; for the com-

1non people, accustomed to plunder and 

bloodshed, having now no. foreign enemies, 

robbed and plundered one another. Ran .. 

dolph punished these crimes with the great-· 

est severity, be made the n1ost salutary laws, 

and, had his life been prolonged, would, no , 

doubt, have nobly supported the honour and 

interest of the young king, 
N 5. 
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" Th1!ee years after ~(ing Robert's cTca:d ' 
some of the Scottish barons ,vho had lost , . 

their estates in the controver&y, resolved to 
jnvade Scotland, and for this purpose, with 
the private consent of King Edward, raised 
an army. Randolph marched to rec€ive 
them, but fell sick and died at 1\.1 ussel­
burgh, on the twentieth of J nly, 13jQ. 
The bravery of his character, and the justice 
,with which he acted during his regency, 
n1ade him u1'liversally regretted throughout 
his country, of which be vvas a distinguish­
ed honour." 

" Such, rn y dear F1·ederic, is the history 
of Robert Bruce and his friends l)ouglas and­
Randolph. You are fond of heroes, and I 
know-not where ·you can select three that 
n1ore truly deserve the name." 

'·' '1Ve11, Frederic," said l\,frs • . Thornhill., 
(' wbat think you of the life of King Ro­
bert? Consider of the most n1a teria.l even ts, 
and give 111e your opinion." 

'' I am glad he overcame bis enemies, 
_ mamma," replied Frederic. "At the bat­
t le of Bannock-burn he was very courage­
ous, and among the fore1nost ,of his anny ; 
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a-nd ·was not the ·behal·iour of Douglas very 

great when he .(.lrew back to let Randolph 

gain the -glory ?" 
" Befo1~e .vou 1woceed further ,; a11.swer-· 

. .; I ' 

ed l\rlts. T,ho_rnhill, " I will reply, ·1est we 

should fo-rget tl1e circu111stances, if we e111-

brace too many at once.---The conduct .<?f 

Robert, at Bannock-burn, · was such a:s; '-N~e 

naturally expect from great and dist_ing;l1islr­

ed characters. I-le scorned to scr<::en him,. 
;. -., .. 

self fro.1:n danger more than tbe mean~s-t: of 

his men,. and e\·en jested on breaking:, J1.is 

battle-axe-could you haye done so, fr,e.­
deric ?." 

"Dear n1amma, 1- hope I shall never kill 

any one." , , 

" You must then relinqui~h all thpugl}~S 

of being a w~rrior. The conduct of Dopg­

las 1 . think, with yourself, truly gre-.t ~nd 
,vorthy- the friendship that apparently sub­

sisted between him and Randolph.-:-Fot 

Edward Bruce, his affection-_ for Ross· m~st 

ind€ed be great, when it could induce hin1· 

to _·wish- .the victory undone, so that his 

friend had not fallen ; for the strong passion 

of heroism usually deadens the gentler ?nes 

of the heart.,;_ 
N 6 



N Now 111amn1a " · said Fred'eric· "-I ' y . ' 
know yoti will be pleased at the behaviour 
of Robert after the battle ; he ,vas· so hu ... 

· -n1ane to the prisoners.,, and his even causing. 
the bodies of the Earl of Gloucester and 
Lord Cliffor<l to be sent to England, was 
very good-and how pleased he must be to 

·~ee his. queen, daughte~·, and sister, return to 
Scotland, . aft~r s·o long an absence." 

" You judge truly, n1y son/' replied Mrs,. 
Thornhill ; '' mercy, I think the greatest 
glory of a conqueror ;. and justly does our 

-great poet Sh,tkespeare liken that quality to 
"the gentle dew of heaven.'-Robert's hap;­
piness in meeting pis,fa.mily must indeed be · 
great, but think you not that it n1et with 
some drawback,, when he rernen1bered· the · 
sufferings bis a-mbition had .made then1 en­
counter, during so long an impri-sonment ?n' 

"Ah,- mamrnat it n1ust indeed; bad it 
been you and my sisters, I think jt would 

1 
have broken my heart. ]?or. Edward Bruce, 
i t was very natural he should wish to be a 
king, particularly as the sovereignty was 

-. offered him ; I was quite sorry when he was 
killed, and the more so,, as his head \ivas sent 
to his enemy, King Ed ward.,~- ~ 



"The paths of ambition, my dear child, 

howsoever to the sight they may appear 

flowery, are full of danger, and a warrior, 

according to my opinion, should always ex­

pect death, as one of the natural conse:. 

-quenceS- of his profession. That the head of 

Edward Bruce should be sent to the king 

of England, was indeed 1nortif ying to the 

pride of his relati·ves ; but bis poor seBseless 

day was insensible of the insult, and such 

acts of unfeeling cruelty are a greater dis­

grace to those who perform them, than to 

the object they mean to· degrade." 

" What think you, rnamma, of the bishop 

that forced the flying troops to rally, and 

led them on to drive . back the enemy to 

their shi!)6 ?". 
"To defend ourselves and country when 

attacked,. is the natural duty of afl men,:'· 

answef'ed s11e, "and as there was no other 

person present, equal or wi:Wng to under­

take the task, I think he acted right and 

nobly." 
'·' And did not Robert act properly by the 

pope, mam.ma--? And alBo by the king of 

England, in 111aking them acknowledge his 

title ?" said Frederic,. . 
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'"'" He acted worthy the rank he, assu1ned,. 
but he did not long enjoy the sweets of 
peace.') 

" Only one short year;• I was q-µite sorry 
for that." 

"He reigned, I think," said lVIrs .. Thorn-· 
hill, " twenty· three years, during the whole 
of which time, the last y~ar excepted, the: 
nation was torn with conte--i1tions, a11d delug­
ed ·with bloorl, the· dearest ties of consan--· 
guinity were broken, and husbands went to• 
the wars never to return. That ruobert . 
,vas unqut>stionably one of the greatest men 
of his time, must be allo ~1ed, and a n1ost ex-· 
perienced· warrior : be gained the end 11e· 
sought-a crown--but surely his might b.e 
denominated a painful weight, for his life _ 
,vas one continual series of vexation and fa­
tigue, and which in all probability ended his 
days before the comrnon course of nature. 
-Now, Frederic, consider a moment, 
whether you think. Robert, graced with a]L 
the honours that he had so bravely ,von, 
was in reality as happy as he might have 
been in a inore hu1nble station, blessed ,vith 
a suf-ficiency, and surrounded by his family 
and those friends so justly dear to him." 
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"'tirdeed he could not. But what, n1:.1m ­

n1a, do you th ink of Douglas and Ran-­

dolph ?-'" 
" I leave them to- you i.Ho.: Pf , ', e ,vill 

give us his opinion resp ,r.., ~~~- the _/' 

" Every objection y0u ,.., ie brough t 

against I{ ing Robert, my de.: n1adarn,'' 

s-a-id George,- " will hold got)d against 

Do1.iglas- and Rando-lph ; bnt as they are 

1ny heroes, particularly the first, I shall not 

give them up easily.-Randolph had the 

ties of bl·ood to· bind him to the fortunes of 

Ro l,ert ; but a stronger proof of disiu terest­

ed friendship: than Douglas shewed, cannot, 

I think, be produced. 1-Ie hacl no crown 

to obtain, and devoted ,even his private for­

tune to the cause of his frjenEl, and _g;ave up· 

a11 the comforts of social life to follow bis 

fortune. That he was a brave warrior, as 

well as a skilful comnlander, mu,st be allow­

ed, and as to the devastation that he and 

R andolph spread over the north of Eng­

land, I think,. if you consider the barbarity 

of the times, they are not to be wondered 

-at, when, even ~n this age of eivilization, 

W.ar is equally carried on by fire and sword. 

That Douglas fought from principle is plain, 



or he had not engaged after the kingrs 
death against the Moors, in that fatal bat~ 
tle in which he lost his life. His attach~ 
ment to the king i·s even there visible, for, 
in the enthusiasm of the n1ornent, he wish-. 

/ 

ed his heart to be the leader to honour an<l 
conquest ; 1n short, to sum up the cha,rac­
ter of Douglas, he will in a11 ages be l1and~. 
ed down to prosterity, as an example of va­
lour and friendship.'·' 

"Now for · your other hero," said lVIrs.­
Thornhill. 

"Randolph," resumed George, ",vhen 
taken prisoner and brougbt before his uncle:1 
repl~ed with a haughtiness, whicb, added 
to his future attachment to ]1im,. shewed 
that, in the latter case, he acted from a con­
viction of the justice of his cause, rather 
than from any selfish motive to himse1f.­
The partner and friend of Douglas, they 
esteemed each other without those mean 
fears of superiority that c1 well in little minds; 
and, great in peace as well as i-n war, his 
:regency was conducted with such skill and 
justice, that it gave general satisfactio_n; 
he protected the poor and punished the op.-
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pres·S-or, and his death was a severe loss to 

liis country." _ 

"As I cannot controvert what you have 

advanced in favour of your heroes, we must 

clo'se our observations," answered l\,f rs. 

Thornhill, kissing her younger children, 

and bidding them good night .. 

CONVERSA'f[ON XXII. 

Virtuous Simplicity, or the generous Domestic. 

'' MY dear mother,'"' said Ame_lia, "have 

I not heard you say there is some remarka .. 

1)1e ~vents in the l~t .,.:;f Doctor Burnet and 
his sister?'·' ' 

" You have, and as they are such as they 

would not hesitate to tell you themselves, 

I ·w·iH relate them to you-, as they will incul­

cate the useful lesson of cultivating the af­

fection of those.,, heaven n1ay,_ for a time~ 

have p1aced in subjection to y-ou." 

"Oh, pray tell us,, mamma,." said Caro-

line. ' · 

" Doctor Burnet, though still a young 

n1an, is high 111 t11e church," said Geoi·ge.,. 



' ' t:fl',.. '" 11r. Pennant 'speaks of him ,·· as~ tincom-
1nonly pious, and lear,ne~ .' -I have . never 
seen him since I ,vas of an age to forin any 
opinion of his merits." ., · , . . 

" He has-pro-misecf me a visit the ensuing 
surnn1er," Fe plied Mrs Tho-rnhill, ,, '\V hen, 
I hope to make you acquainted:: Mr~ Pen:..­
nant, who well knew hi1n some years ago, . 
ihforrned you truly1. aad though it 1s sup--

' posed he will, on the first vacancy, be made­
a his.hop,, he is not ashamed-to own be re-­
ceived the first tucfrments of his education 
fro1n an old ,,voman, whose pious example 

, gave his young· mind the bent of religiont, 
from which it has nevpr s.werved.-But tot 
begin. len 1 

• 
,~.,. ff t 

• J 

· ~ 'v-irt'u~us Sin;plicity./ or tl1e gei1erous Domes~i,c.-, .(~ 

"Ybu alreacfy know I was br0ught up 
,vith my grandmother, ' ,l\tJis .. Bost0n; her 
€Onstant custon1 .was to go always to prayersr 
at cliurch,. not on·ly. on. Sunday, but on the 
days of the ,veeK on which there was divine­
service.. Our parish was not large,. and 
every indi1vidual in it,_ ,vllen I ,vas twelv~: 
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years ·oict, .was known to me, except the in­

ha)Ji tan t-s of a very poor co_ttage that stoo<l 

on .a' corp m_on, about h~lf a mile from II ea th 

house. Ti1ese consisted of a respectable 

lookit1g woman, of between sixty and se­

venty, and two chilclren, a boy and girl, 

the first of the age of six, the second, two 

years younger. J This. family first attracted 

1ny grandniothet's notic€, by tbeir regular 

at~endance at church, and also by their 

dress, which was deep 1nourning.. The old 

woman"s cloaths were nothing s-uperiot\. 

,Fither in n1aterials or shape, to those of the 

villagers; but the c~ildren's, though· by no 

.yieans ,fine,_ were m}':d'e- ih a faetter form, and 

put on ,vith. pec·Pi.;t n':p' ~atnes~ and their 

linen as white as.snow. !-y curiosity was­

also excited by my usual1y, if l walked on: 

an evening, seeing tbi-s fa.mily seate~ 1;ound: 

a turf grave in the church yard, sometime~ 

·in conversatri011, a-nd semetimes the lad-. 

reading psalms to tl.1e old, •woman, .,v.hoin . I 

could hear he calleg· Trueman. l\,,f y gra\ld-

1nother,. to- gL'atify. n1y ,vishes, at length 

questi0ne<l the curate respecting them, but 

he knew but little more than ourselves, ex-­

cept that they catine into the neig1-ibourhood 
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abQut a year and a half before, at w1'1icf.? 
period there was ,vith them a young gen~ 
teel ·woman, but apparently sickly, and wha 
had been_<lead about six 1.non ths. The old 
-v1oman, he said, knit, spun, aBd made lace,. 
by which mean.s he supposed she gained a 
li vf.lihood. 

"Though my curiosity still remained re­
specting this family, I know not whether it 
,vould not have sunk into forgetfulness, had 
I not been one evening passing the church­
yard, -when I beard Truen1an sp&aking un­
common1y severe to the children. The 
hedge that separated us, and concealed me 
from them, was ·of .ve·w, but, broken in 
places,. l could both _ 1en and see all that 
passed. Listening, I confess, v;as a 1~itiful 
s.t bterfuge, and had they been in a place 
less puhlic, I shou1d· not have stooped to it,. 
but I conjectnred there could be no secrets 
di?cus-sed, in a spot which \\ms occasionally. 
a comm.on thoroughfare. 

'' The old woman ,.vas-seated on a rise by 
the turf-made grave; and by her side1 thc: 
little gir1, who by her gestures appeared en­
treating for her brother, whom the dame 
vas severely lecturing .on son1e account 



'The boy sobbect as if his heart was break w 

ing, but the old woman appeared regardless 
-of his tears, and cont.inned her reproof.­
' To get over farmer Blackburn's stile, and 
pick up a pocket full of his apples,' said she, 
~ is being a thief :-Sidney Burnet, a rob­
ber ! 'added she, with increased acrimony­
' But your dear mother is happy ; sbe cannot 
now blush for vour wickedness.' 

- oJ 

'< The boy's heart appeared too much 
oppressed for speech ; he threw himself on 
the turf, and absolutely groaned with an­
guisl1, !Jut the old ,-vornan spared none of 
her we11-tirnecl severity; in the n10st simple 
.but energetic terms, she pointed out the sin 
of taking the smallest part of another's pro­
perty, and at length conclude(l with saying 
_ ., You are orphan children, and God has 
left you no friend but a poor old woman ; 
yet re111ern ber your father, though not rich, 
was a worthy gentleman, and your mothe_r 
as good a lady as ever trod the earth.' As 
the dame continued, the lad became suffici­
ently con1posed to throw him·self into her 
anns; he clung round her neck, and repeat­
edly pro1nisea- to give her 110 future caus~ 
of cornpl~int~ I had no sooner witnessed 



their apparent reconciliation, than- I took 

the way homeward, ,vhere l did not con­
ceal fron1 my grandrnother-~hte: scene l bad 

,_observed : she chid n1e slightly for· 111y curi­
osity, but concluded ,vith saying, that the 
goo·d · woman's constant attendance at 
church had prepossessed her in her favour, 

and what I had heard confirmed her op-i­

nion. 
"The ef1suino· morni'no- as we were-walk• 

b b' 

ing through the village, we met the dame 

and her young p~pils; my grandmother 
immediately stopped and said-' Though I 
am unacquainted with you, you will excuse· 
my addressing you. My grand-daughter 
is so anxious to know your young people, · 

_ that I should bonsider it as a favour, if you 

,vil-1 suffer them to pass a day ,vith us when 
- convenient.' 

"My grancln1other had a friendly kind .. 
ness in her manner, that could scarcely fail 
of -interesting, and Trtleman immediateL( 
accepted the offer with thanks. Two days 
after the children passed the day with us, 
when I if we admirecl the gentleness of their 
disposition, we yet more admired the foun­
dation ·of probity that the simple lesson,S 'Of 

1 



Truen1an had already fixed in their minds. 
The boy read correctly for his age, the girl 
could spell and read short sentences; they 
knew their prayers and catechism tolerably, 
and repeated several psalms. 

"These proofs of early-implanted piety 
so charmed my grandmother, that she de­
clared she should be happy to be acquainted 
,·with True1naIJ, who, in ,vhatever station 
fortune might have placed her, was a wor­
thy servant to her Creator, and an honour to , 
human nature. 

'' ,An the course of the afternoon, · con-
~ 

versing with the boy, I said, 'you usually . 
sit in the church yard, whe_n the evenings 
ar~ fine; I think I have seen you there?' 

" ' Yes,' ans,~ered Sidney, which was the 
child's name, 'Trueman ,takes us there, and 
if nobody is ,valking about, he~rs us our,, 
psahns and catechism, and if we ate naugh­
ty,' continued he, casting down his eyes,,, 
'~he tel1s us of it there; and though 1nan1- . 
111a cannot now hear, because she is in hea .. 
ven, it is very dreadful; _if Trueman were· 
to be c1:ngry with u~ at home, it woukl not 
n1ake ·me half so sorry; but when I am 
nauglJty, ½o be told-of it over my dear ma-:u~:- _, 
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n1a~s ~;rave, is r~ady to break n1_,r heart, fot 

l the'n rem~m~er how grieved she ,vould 

_ have been to see me w-icked.' -

" 1\1 u-ch_ more <l is course of the same kind 
-

passed during the day, and S-O e11tirely inte-

•rested my grandmother in Trueinan"s fa­

vour, that she insisted on her djning with us 

every_ Sunday, a favour the poor woman 

wjth great difficulty accepted. As more 

known tihe became doubly estimable; though 

·without education, sbe ·was polite and 

1nodest, and her unembellished precepts of 

virtue, such as rn-ight have dignified the 

highest rank. 

, " In a manner peculiar to good minds, 

n1y grandrnother conti:ived to do this fami-

1y many little acts of kindness. She regu­

larly sent them milkj eggs, butter, and frnit, 

and all the flax and ·wool which Truen1an 

spun was disposed of to the best advantage. 

" Thus -treated, the good woman had no 

concealments, but, ,vith-- many tears, one 

d-ay -informed us how she came to be ou.i: 

11eigh bout _ 

" 'From the age of twelve years, ' said 

she, ' I lived servant with 1\1r. Johnson, a 

-clergyman, and father to my honoured mis~ 

4 



tress, Captain BurneCs hdy. At the time 
of their n1arriage, they were both orphans, 
ancl their whole fortune his com mission ; 

" hut surely, if goodness of heart and s,veet­
nes·s of _temper could have secured worldly 
happiness, theirs would not have been bro--

- ken; but God d.isposes all for the best, and 
though we cannot avoid grieving, it is sin­
ful and vain to repine. My beloved mistre~s 
was an excellent oeconomist, and I loved 
her interest dearer than my own; so that not 
only a respectable house was supported hy 
the captain,s pay, but also an appearance 
proper to maintain' his honour. 

" At length the fatal war with America 
_ broke out, and the captain was _ ordered to 

join his regin1ent; Sidney was then three 
years old, and Betsey near twoe 1\-Iy 1nis­
tress, alas ! never received but one letter 
from him ; he was ordered to n1ake some 
very particular observations respecting the 
eneJny, and passing a ,,.rood ·with only a 
few of his 111en, was beset and cut off by a 
body ~f Indians. 

"My mistress's sorrow at this intelligence 
was very severe, and the grief with which 
she used to look at her children n1ight hav~ 

0 
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p~erced: th~ .. ha.1~de~t_ h~art,.: ... sl~e, ~.aq
11

pq
1 

re,­
sour_cre. bu~ he~ pens1,011 ~s a cfl?ta~p:s. wl~C?f,, 
-a.pd though we. redou bl~d, ~u~, o~t,?}1io1111, . 

we could . not help being involyed i~1 d-ebt. 

\Yhat gr:ievred me worse thaµ
1 

all, ,vas to ~e~ . 
her d<t,ily decl.ine, .and the doctors, a_ year 

after th~ ca_ptain's death, declare4 that ·her­

native air could alone save lier from a con-' 
. . 

sumption. She was born about twenty miles 

frori1 this place, and appeared to approve 

the idea of settling in the country, but the 

debts that had unavoidably been contracted 

delayed the execution. ~ 

'' The creditors became pressing, and she 

had no 1neans to satisfy them but the sale 

of her f~rniture, and that would deprive her . 

and the dear children of a home. To con­

sult her in ·a scheme I had· formed, I knew 

was unavailing; she would never have con­

sented; I therefore resolved to act as my 
hea.rt prompted, and when I had completed 

1ny purpose, to· acquaint her with it. 
"I had saved, in near fifty years servitude, 

an hundred pounds; I had no relations, 
' . 

and die when I ,vould, I 1neant it for the 

dear babes, vvho were· as natural to me as if 

tbey were my own. It was in the bank ; I 



i~{ 
so.Id iiciuf:La-ewf~rotiiid '~n·d pa'itl 'the .debts in 

"'·' C f>('.7; ( fit.ii ·• VB~ f ? ,. r '' " >r 

he·r niune,.· anc:f rook 'fecdpts, a1td when she · 
'{ f Hr'Ji'J°';'; r10 J~ ¼~ ·,-, . r . , 

h\Oi {1necl~ 
0
~yifh th~e :1ig~te·st heart I ever felt 

• ,,C.5 -
1

.fJ:-:l LI •· .. -.1 r 1cl ~ -ltl::-1... ', d ,1 . ill mv ue, sa1C11 .oear ma am, t 1ere 1s no-

t~\~?: lo~~ t?~} ~i~~§<·r~'ur g~5~-p ~'~tb the 
c7qntry_.;~ F~~ ~ (L!_rR1t~1,r~ s?ld w1~! , supply us 
with money~ arid thou·gh I am old, I can 

- N( n i; " (,~- ~ r • r • ' r ' • ' · 

kni,~ -~~d .~P\n; t_he_ produce of _wbich, ~ddea : 
t9 io~1t aniiuitj.., ~ill support us iµ the rior'th . 
with ·cbmfort.' · · 

: , ; r - , r i ( • . , ,,.. ' 

:. :·'" 9~\ · niac~~m 1 · ~he wept. so bitterly t!1~t ' 
I I thoi.1ght her heart \VOLdd have _b1;oke11 ;~) 

. ' "f , , 
she: said she had a thousand times rather ' 

f'" ,n - ,- ,,. f • ' ~ ~ ,.. f ,' I Q ~ r ' 

h~\'J. gape to priso~ w_ith bei· children, than 
have· robbed m.e; as she , called it; of the' la:.. · 

· ~ l' ,,.., ,. • C ,.. - • 

bour of n1y whole liff; . _ q od. _k~ow·s, t a~1~ ~ 
swered her sincerely, .that I ··would rathe·i- · 

'\ . i . ,- > ' I • " ,~ ~ • •. ~ 

s.ha1~e. t30Yerty yntl1 her, th~n nches with any 
0 11C _ else; ~ha ~ she had l'oved me ~s a child, ,­
ant} that I _: lo~"ed her ~ette~· than any other 
c r·eat~ire upo11 eartli ., At length I s{{cceeded 
iu _O]aking ~--~~ more composed, atid ~we lost 
no tin: e; the furniture \V ~ S sold, and. near a 
ytar a-nd a half since we cari1e into Cumber­
]ane,~ >Vhen not finding a place so well suited 

I ' 

to our fina.nces as this cottage, we hired it. 
Alas _! I had flatt~re<l myself with vain hopes; 

() ~ 
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:the air had no effect.on mv be1ovf 1 ·rnistress: v • , 

she grew daily :worse, <}~d e_ight) .months 
since resigned her~gentle spirit, to her Crea-

- - i. . .,_ I 

tor.-Oh, n1adam ! at .first I was as one ~vith-
1 

out ho,pe; when I look_ed on heJ inanimate 
clay, my brai~ burnt and I she~ no tears, 
but wh~n the dea.r i.nfants dung i-ound 1~1e, 

l wept fo.r hours, my head cooled, and I sai_d 
to myself-' Repining won1an 1 remember 
the promises_ n1ade to thee _by the holy 
psalmist-Never shall the righteous man 
_be forsaken: nor his children b~g their 
bread."-

" I must pass over the funeral of n1y dear 
n1istress; it was the heaviest duty she ~ver 
claimed from 111e, and had not God support­
ed. 1ne I must have sunk under it.. I wrote 

· tq the agent in town the news of_ her death, 
and inclosed some few lines she had written, 
9rdering hin1 to pay what arrears ·were due 

. to me.. -I-le remitted the exact a1nount, 
·which was eight pounds, and which I paid 
for laying her beloved remains in the earth ; 
and now, in spite of my utmost industry, 
poverty began to threaten us,. yet I know 
;not how, but n1y heart did not sink as for-

. ' 
,nerly. I need not say n,y forebodings. 



z./ere Lot deceived;· Gorl did send us a friend" 

ahd thttt friend is yourself:,. 
" tSucH, my childr-en, was Trueman's nar­

tati\1e ; time,. ho1vvever, has erased her simple 

but energetic langL1age fro1n n1y remem• 
. ' . 

· · brance, and obliged rne to substitute my 

OWDo Yet .her person, even now, n1emory 

brings before me; as on a SmH1ay she came 

to dinner. Tall and tbin, ber figure bent, 

her f~atures prominent,. but soft an<l unas~ 

St1!_ning,. her complexion pale, her air pen~ 

sive, bel~ drE:l~$ n .grey cam blet gown., w·h i ch 

my grandrnother harl presented her with, a 

white cloth apron, and a black silk handf<er .. 

c'hief. On her head a velvet hood, and 

1.1nder it a muslin coif, as white as sno\v, 

the bofder of which fell O\'Cr a few grey 

hairs, which ~1a-ded her temples, both: 

equally a fo-il to set off the blackness of the· 

velvet-hood.. · ' 

" -A similarity of disposition attached 1ny , 

grandmothei~ and Trueman to. each other:,,, 

sci that the young people passed a great deal 

of their time at our house, where they soon 

bec~nie n1y pupils, and, to my great pride, , 

and satisfaction.,. improvea·rapidly. 

" ·I liad kn-own this fatnily about fifteen 
0 3, 
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:rrinnths;_ "'When .. 01,1e _3itonciog .s l \v.~1kf4 1 ~i\9 
tl1e cottage to fetch them ;t:0 1d~ne..: .with1-.us. 
H aving .an·- inclina.tioo th prolong n1-j7 ·walk 
llrith-.the ·yonng· pe-,o}l'le, ·:Tn1ern_an left }us to 
,go-io _my .. grandmother., .w-hile" ,ve· e11oss§d 
t he c01nmon, and ·continued our w;iy_ alo,ng 
the road. -=- Sidney jurnp_ed br'iskly before u.s, 
-:u1 d Betsey kept hold of my hand, whet) -a 

']1orseman, who was ·on the point of passing, 
suddenly stopped, and asked the way to the 
v illage; I pointed to the w bite steeple for 
1'lis direction, and he n1oved his hat, but 
again checking his horse, he added,-' Par­
rdon :me, l\1iss, but can you tell 1ne if an aged 
woman, of the name-of Trueman, lives in the •lfur , r '<04 ' o-e ,'' ,. r -i '-~ ::, ., 

/'f./ " , ' She cloes,J replied I, " but she is not 
trro:w -a::t)110~1e; she is .with my grandmother ; 
if you wish to see her, any one will direct you tcY Heath House.' 
· " 'l\!Iy dear young lady,' ans,vered he, 
' your gentleness will excuse the trou ble -1 
give; you appear to know her, has she any 
children with her~,_ 

. · ,t 'These two belong to lier,' replied I. 

. , ~' ·,To her- to. her !' repeated he,. in a 
•' i ... ' " ' ~ .. - •. ~... . .. 
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ciuic'k ,V-0~e,; and~ tif~he gasped for breath, 

';.. .whitrwre.1 t,heir, names ?.' 

·., ~,h' $idn1ey and Eliizabeth Burnet.' 

I); ~! I know not how the got off his horse, 

Jor the a-ction'..wa-s so swjft th~t he alarmed 

me; -he .caught $·idney jn his arms, and burst 

into a flood tofc -tears.. For. some_ moments 

he· remained silent, but at length exclaimed 

-'. T-hey ai'e 1ny own ; all that remains of 

my beloved wife-! .· Oh, my children! my 

children- ! Grief and joy at once overpower 

-me ; after all my misfortunes, to find two 

such beauteous blossoms. Yet, oh misery 

:of . tho't1ght, the parent tree is reduced to 

dust.' 
" Young Sidney hung about his father, 

for such it was, and wept ~he kne,w not why, 

unless that the caresses .of dH~ -st.ran~ger won 

-his young heart tn sympathy n ·,, •,rr .. 

" For myself I was so overpo,vered with 

!iurprise t~1a:t I could not sµeak, fo-r :r1ever at , 

~,that period had I experienc,ed , such a flov1 

of·delight ·as I felt at·- tbat mqment.. . , )" 

" '· And you, my little cherub,.' continued 

he,. .snatching B'etsey, who shi:un,kfrom him, 

. to· ln.is;'bos<l>·m, .' you have the f€atures of your . 

excellent n1other. Oh ! ,_ added he, ' may 

04 



heaven enable rn~ ~o bring you -up fn a-
111anner which, liying2 -~he_ \¥Ouk! haye ap .. proved.' · 

j ., 
_ 

_ " In the rni1:1g1ed· sensati5n1s of satisfaction 
and bitter ren1_en1 brances, !\'Ii:. Burnet never 1ni~sed h1s horse, wl1ich,, let -loos~) had set 
forwar~ . to the village, and for myself .I was so~ lo.st in surprise~ that it was equally un~_ 11o~t~c_ed by _ me; _ but ~01newhat n1ore col­Jectedt I en treated him to accompany 

llS _ lo }lea.th f-Iouse, wb~r-e he WQl11d find 'fniemaii. . 
. 

' " I-le' looked at me a rnornent ,rithout 
reply ; he _co.nfessecl after~a-rds he scarce1y­thoug'-hL1:M-mself autborised to jntrude on . the jnvjtatio11 of one so young as 1nyself ;· l1e ) _o,vever yielded to it, . and we walked· 
for\yard ; -a countryman we rnet was em­ployed . to s-eek the ho_rse, an_d we reachfd home. . . -

" FortLiliate1y .Truen1an was e11gaged with­iny grandmother w h~11 we entered. I was., 
too happy to-be prudent ; lVI r~ Burnet how-

1 ever remarked,. that see_ing hi-m suddenly 1night alarm the good -old woman, as she 
tho~ght him dead, .and entreated permissiou 
to speak first to my gr~nd 1nother, 
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<<,I i111ri1ediately fetched her; he informed 

11er, that~ in the skirmish in which he had 

been supposed to los-e his life, he had been 

severely wounded in· tbe leg, and taken pri_, 

soner-; ha<l been driven to the back settle­

ffents, were his wound, improperly treated, 

added to want -of neeessary food, had made 

him so lame, that, for more than two years 

he had been unable to endeaYour to make 

his escape. '\VlH~n suffi£ient ly recovered, 

though he constantly watched for an op­

portunity, none offered that was feasible 

for many 1no-~ths, du-ring which time he 

had' been driven further np th~ country. At 

tength aR occasion presented, ·and though 
' 

he feared being r,etaken and slain, he resolv-. 

eel to em brae& it;· and aftei< a wearisome 

journey of five weeks,_ during which he ~~1f­
fered i=nnu1nerable difficulties,. he ·rea-ehed' an 

encampmenf of the English,. at which time 
he was aimost reduced to tbe last extrea1ity. 

Barely s-taying to recruit his strength, he, 

obtained leave to return to Englancr, where 

he imrn~cliately, by his ag¥ent, lear:1t the 

death of his wife, also \V here Trueman re- ' 
, sided, and departed in pursuit of her.-Such 

·was the· subst'ance of his ·account, afte.v 
05 
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-whkk,-a,ricl 1'nan-y c.ongi:atulat-~ons,:mygrand;, 
-m@t-h~t ei1lre-ated him:. to-take e0mforti ·and . ' ie0'i~V8- ~ho-·'gGOO · ,v:ith -th~ ~vil-~f. thts 'life, 
as became a christian ;. she then left ·~ him 

-"\~hli~he-eh ld ·eH, aac1-again joined·fDrt1emano . 
.e~I y: g4'at1-drno-ther sea-ti n_g"·hersel f:, f1ti1d th.kill•g 
~ up ,her:~or-k, -sa-id'ealm ly-'i:Jiavejus.t -rec eh~ .. 
~~tl,a ,,zi il-dr-fi:ffi'rl Amerr~a;,:be- -is an -0fficer·of 
::tUe:%ame"'·reg·1nieht -ih w~J1rch :ca·ptn;in, Burnet 
4 -ser-vecl;: ·-wa-s :in? -lhe · sa:n1e·.:skiJmlsH ~vith-the 
.-Jndians, l>1:1t being '\vo11n·rled· in the le-g, -was 
taken --U, pfisoner, and, after seve-re sufferings, 

-~t ::Ien g-tli .n1ad€ his-escape.' , . J_ • • • • 

·:·.·t:. " ;frueman laid down· her knitting-'-A,11, 
~ ~aclam/ said she, ' perhajJs he saw my mas­
-t er .fa1l-G0od mai1, his honoured remains 
. ·werir left.a --prey ,lo' wild beasts.' .. , J ) 

, ., • • '':..' 1 M:y friend elid ·not see Captain Bn,rnet 
. .fin,, a11s,vered my gFandmother,. 'it is more 

-~:than p1✓0babty- 'he, also-escaped.• '. 
· " ' To die 'atnong: barbaiian's P said .T;:ue­

.· man,-' dear virtuous.1pair,' aclde<l .s·he,aais­
ing he1~ ..eyes, ~they a.rejoined .in thatcoun­

. t ry; where wa.r shall never more part then1 .. " 
'' 'At you1· age and mine;. Trueman,. str:0111g 

surprise~ of joy 1,may be H~10l'e -fatal than 
.grief~-:-You ·have borne sonow like ·a chr" -

J , 
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tfa'n,1~~~~r;2 30yi :)£i~.r equal moderation.­

·¥ou , -,beJp.y(jd ;master lives, and will spee­

~Jily .;exptess· ,bis ,gratitude f9r ,.all your kind-
, , , 

)Je§S !, .. .:i r, • , 

, .. · ': Trueman was .• then informed of the 
A.... 

~ ~ 

.. whole trµth:: thi&-viituo,~ rlon1estic, or, mote 

-prop.erly, s~n~~re -friend 1 felt the return of 

·'. .l\fr. · B.llnH?t ,with, t.he mo~t heartfelt joy, and 

· though :they mingled .their sorrows overt.he 

· grave ,Qff '.M1;s .. Burnet, th.e affection both 

-J~elt fox: the children. of that lam.ented lady,, 

~oft~ned the bitterness of their atfiic.tion~ . 

'i. l\,1 y grandrnother ·would take no de;iia1, 

, and 1\rli:; . Bun,1ct was. our visitor for two 

- mo1nths, t the end of which period he went 

· to London, leaving his family still in the 

country. His. Jeg was at times · ·painful, 

·: c\lld --:-he obtained. lea:v~ to retire on his half 

1p,ay. -~ Anxious, le.st .by hjs d~atll -: his, ebil-

dren should ag~~ri .be , witho·ut ,resource, he 

~~nga.g.ed as n:rst ckr~ i11· a-, rner~antile house, 

in I the· :ci.ty of Yor)<.r; where,. when he had 

.remained ten years, .,he was~ admitted a part­

. net?and two years after, the principal · dy-

· )ng a bachelor, left him ·a fortune of twenty­

, ~wo thousand pounds. · His son and .daug.hter 

/ had- receiv~d .every · .ad'.van,tage 1 iWhieh ed.µ-
06 
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cation can besto,v, auJ- by their in1prove•~ 
ment and duty, re,varded his cares ; the 
first yo-u know is hig·h in the church, the 
latter is happily settled in 1ife. lvir. Tiur-
11et is still living-1',or Trueman, she has 
been dead many years, bt1t, to the time of 
her death, l\i r. Bur-net £onsidered her as a 
parent, and in €Tery degree treated her as 
such, both in her life and after death, for 
he· is placed by" the si-de of ber beloved mis­

tress, where, by liis own Jesire, his <lust 
is also hereafter to be laid. M 

'' Thank you, my dear 1nother," ~aid Ame­
lia, "I am already prepared to 1:espect fvir. 
Eurnet and }1is sister." 

"Now," said Caroline,. "I love poor True-
1nan d<;,arly ; she was a goo·d creature to­
take such care of the chil<lren. ,., 

'' True," replied lVlrs~ Thornhill, " ·but 
the reason jg obvious; sbe had lived many 
years with )\1_rs_,. Burnet and her family .. 
Good treatment begets affection; had they 
been harsh and unfeeling to her, she would 
never have loved them as she did. )l , 

"No, certainly," answered Frederic, "but 
it was very dreadful· to be chid for thei · 
faults over their 1nother's grave,": · 

1 
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"1 have ·he~rd l\1r. Burnet say," replied 
1\Irs. Thornhill, "that it 1nade an impres­
sion neyer to be erased from his mind, in 
which ca~e, however painful, it was salutary. 
Trueman loved, them sincerely, and used 
·to tren1ble at the smallest idea of danger to 
them, yet she never let· any of their errors 
pass unnoticed, and severely rebuked what­
ever she thought arniss. ·Real affection for 
children does not consist in gratifying tl?eir 
inclinations, but in endeavouring to eradicate 
every propensity to evil, and to carefully 
cultivate every bud of virtue. Tru~man 
had not the advantage of education, and 
naturally pur&tJed the lesson of rectitude 
implanted in l1er own heart. If Mr. Burnet 
had never returned, and Goq had prolonged 
her life to a period to bring up his children, 
she ·would, doubtless, never have made them 
learned, but I have no doubt she would have 
made them pious, ·and consequently worthy 
mem hers of society. All the faculties be­
stowed on her, she exercised in their bebalf, 
and consequently may be compared to ·the 
good steward, in the scripture, who <lou.b1ed 
the talent he had received in trust from his 
lord.-But it grows late-Good night n1y ­
<lear children..'' 
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c0Nv~R~AT10N;; 0-xp~- ~r ,r'jf'L) 

The Life qfCastruccio' C-astracani, tlze 7teilian ''General­
Anecdotes of you_ng Biron--./J.'Ju:. Doct01 arul, tire Mimic . 

J '. ; --. :-. .l 

"MY dear. madam,'' sai-d Gr9~:g,e, ,.,-r.d-
, dressing 1'41~s. !hornhi.JL, ' : Er~deiic, (~ ~oi1}e 
day_.s sitl-C€,., gave us so a.cq,nq.te ?n, 4~ol!nt ) ), ' ' J,, ) ~, h :~f th½ 1:3annian tree, ~h~t . ,ye ~ave ~v~ery,,·j~~~ 
~o ca~~ upon hi1n regula1:ly. ~; · _ _- _, _ , J: 

"True, it has not escaped II)J memory• 'J ~ ' . ' I . • • , 

What, Frederic~ can you favour us, with to-
.J > • ). 

~ay ?" -\ ., ~ 
~- / 'I ha.ve bee1; reading the Ufe · o·f )i -' ceie-

- j I • ! • • 

: \n~~e1 ,Italian Gen
1
~ral; if you pl~ase I win 

-l ~Iate it/' 
· . '' .Do so; you will oblige us all." · .. 
·-I' I} • • ' ? ) J l 

l ,, ,r 1 ' ! ·~ ' 
. r 
J • J 

I 

• I 

'l'lie Lij/oj Ca~truccio C(,istracani: - ' 
I ; ' 

!'This,great n1an's parents wer.e unkno,yn} 
~ for lie was, left'1 when an :infant in a vine ­
, y4nl, at LuGca in Florence,, in the year 1284> 
. A wido,v lady, na1ned .Oianora, walking, 
· ,discovered hi111 concealed among a . heap of 
, vine leaves, -and, prompted .by, h umanity, 
'-immediately took charge of hin1. :Oianora, 
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·was sister to Antonio, a canon of St. Mi­
chael, in Lucca. · They were of the ilh1stri­

_01J,S .. f~;n~y 9f Castracani, and having no 
-ch'itclren, ~. resolved. to bring up the infant as 
their own,, and therefore gave him their 

family natn~. ~hey intended him for a priest, 
but he was s'carcely fourteen years old when 

1he "'shewed · shch a decided preference for 
\11iHtary ~ports ;and strong exercise, that 
they give up their 'i'ntention. Two factions, 
ha1netl ·1the· Guelph's and Gibe lines, then 
sbar;ed· all lta:ly between them, and in these 

struggles he"so eminently distinguished h-i1ti­
}Hf,,~ a,s tH,e charnpion of the latter, that they 
Ji~'f l~ngtli' considered him a~ the chief · 6t 

their p<1;rty. Those who were banished· ~liiixr 
qountry fl'ed ' to ·hini fot protection, ctntl una­
nin1ously promised, that if he w_ould re.store 
them to . their ,estates, the sovereignty of 

~ J , ) ) ' • • / ,/ ' • ,. .. 

their country should be his reward. Flat-

tered ·by their promises, , he entered i11to a 

- league with the Prince of Milan, and kept 

his arm.y constantly on foot, employing it 
as best suited his designs·. For service done 
the pope, he was made a sena'to,r, of Rome,. 

At length the Florentines entered into a war 

,vith him, but Castracani fought his . way 
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through tg.em" and the ~upre1ne authority of 
Tuscany was ready to fall into his hands, _ 
when a peri~ was put tu his life. In l\!Iay, .. 
1328, he gained-a compl;ete vict<;Hy over the 
Flore?tin~~, ·whose army amounted to thirty 
thousand foot and ten thousand horse, of' 
,vhich twenty-two thousand ,vere slain. 
Of his own men he lost sixteen thousand. -
As he was returning from the battle, tired 
,vith the· action, and covered with perspira­
tion, he halted,. to thank and cornn1end the 
conduct of his 111en as they passed before 
him, whfn the north wm<l blowing upon 
him, he was immediately seized wjth an 
ague,, which he at fi'rst neglected, but it ter .... 
u1inated his life in. a few days,- in the 44th 
year of his age. 
- "Historians who have written the life o 
Castruccio say, that he was not on1y an ex­
traordinary man in his own age1 but wou1d 
have been so in any other. 1:Ie was of a 
noble and coinmanding aspect, and of a 
n1ost winning address. He possessed all 
the qualities that constitute a great man, 
,vas sincerely grateful to his friends, just to 
those beneath him, and terrible to his ene­
mies.. No 1nan was n1ore forward to en--
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' counter da.ngets1 no man more capable o 

extricating himself from them. I-:Ie pos­
~ssed an unc01nmon presence of n1ind, and 
was lively in conversation : some of his re­
p·artees _,are recorded, and di'scover a singu­
lar turn of -bumou1. Passing one day 
through a street where there was a noted 
gan1hHng -house, he Btuprised a young man 
he knew, wbo ,vas just coming out, and 
,vho, upon "'seeing him, was covered , ·with 
blusbe11 .and confusion. ' !viy friend,' said 
Ca$truecio, ' you 6hou1~ not be a~hamed nf 
coming out of that house, but of going into 
it.,,. 

'" Indeed, George, 11 said Mrs. Thornhill, -
as Frederic concluded, "' I am entirely of 
your, opinion, that your brother has a right 
to contribute regularly, to our amusement." 

'' Ah, ma1nrna r though I love your 
prais~s, I don't deserve them ; for G-eorge 
takes great pains to point_ out subjects· to­
me.':' 

,_, Yon suFely do not deserve- praise tbe· 
}ess on that account; your relation or'Cas .. 
truccio docs you credit/' 

'' ,v hatever the birth of this general 

• 
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might_ be/{c.! said1 George, ~• be rose ' a-hnw.:e 
the st,igma iattending ~ and he 1 must .· feel 
very. much · griatified tqat , he was . no ,ti~­
grace to th~ , grea·t name h~ had· been h1

(i}­

noured ·with,,· but to which he) added addi-
tional lustre. ' 1 '. , . • 

" I-Iis , cruel parents·, .who· exposed him 
when an ·infant," said •Amelia) "if they vV'it­
nessed hjs exaltation; w.ere properly punish-­
ed, for they could not own ·him." 

" Mam ma, ,, said .Frederic, ." if you please 
I will relate you another little anecdote, 
that Amelia made me read yesterday." 

" You will oblige me. l\!Iy thanks are at 
once due to your brother and sister, whose 
attentive affection is thus studious to imL 
prove you, and to gratify me.'' 

-----
Anecdote cf young Biron • 

. "The-Duke of Courland, justly hated by 
the Russians for his ifuufferaLle arrogance, 
was at length, with his whole family, banish­
_ed to Siberia. For many years he had 1,ul­
~d '. the state ,vith almo~t unlimbted po\ver,, 
but his disgrace once completed, the people 
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opecl~ _triumphed 1in his1 fall, ' and follb veu 
hjh1 ·;Jwithi _: reproaclues;, :an1d ; .male<lictior1s. 
FtolU) ,,this- •contempt his second son was 

-atone ::e-.x:cept_e<l, for Jus_ gentleness and hu­
m·anity "had made him so beloved1 even from 
his n1ost early infancy, that when he left the 
city the multitude wept his departure, · and 
.called- down blessings on his head, when 
_even the n10,nent before they had rent the 
air with cries of satisfaction at the disgrace 
of the rest of his family. 
- " During the tin1e that the Duke of Cour­
land w~s at the height of his power, young 

, Biron being one day in a public garden, the 
"Qrphan son of a Russian officer accosted 
hin1, disclosed his distress, an~ >entreated his 
protection. ' lVIy friend,' replied Biron, ~ l 
am almost as poor as yourself; but, as a, 
brother Russian, will do all in my power to 
serve you. In my owr:.i hand. I will draw 
up two petitions for you, one to the Em­
.press; the other to the council, and on 'the 

., first favourable opportunity present them." 
· " Biron was true to his word ; he ob­

tained a commission for the orphan, who, 
when his patron departed .into banishment., 
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. ¥as an1ong the n1ost sincere mourners foJ 
h.is unmerited punishment/' ___ 

As Frec~eric concluded, :rvirs. Thornhill 
~aid., "Your story illustFates the certain 
effect of virtue on the most cornn1on minds.­
A century ago the Russians were gros_sly 
jgnorant, yet they justly discriminated· 
between young Biron and the rest of his fa--
n1i1y." . 

" Biron himself, H replied George, " also-
- carefully discdminnted b~tween th~ obj@c'ts 

of his benevolence, as I will relate to you.'' 
·" The son of a meTchant presented a,. 

p_ttition to young Biron, requesting his re­
commendation to· be admitted among the 
buffoons of the court. The young 11oble-
111an received the paper with his usual af­
fability, but having perused it, returned it 
conte1nptuously to the petitioner. ' I am· 
sorry: said J1e, ' that . you have selected me 
as a proper person t.9 ap-p1y to on this oc­
casion ; my interest is entire1y devoted to 
1nen of merit, for the court is already too 
much overstocked with fools.' n · 

"All 1nen must live,~' saicl · I\frs. Thorn­
hill ; " but surely buffoonery is a ve~y h11.-
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laugh at such .follies for the moment they 

are before our eyes., but they leave no in1-

press,ion on . the 1nind beyond that of a ri­

diculous dream. But of all buffooneries I 

.detest the pitiful one of mirr1.icry ; it is a ta­

lent be-fitting nothing higher in the' creation 

'than a monkey or a parrot, as it reflects only 

the in1perfections, without the virtues that 

accompany them. The mimic, flattered by 
the general mirth he excites, frequently 1nis...: 
takes the laughter of the n1ultitude for appro­

bation, when in reality it is only an involun­
tary emotion, the real one for such charac­

ters being only contempt; for what man or 

woman can answer that their own turn may 

not come next to be turned into derision." 

" My dear madam," said George, "if 
you please, I will relate a story that I recol­

lect, where gratitude overpowere~ ridi ~ 

cule." 
" Pray do, I shall be pleased to hear how 

it came to be replaced by so estimable a sen ... 

timent." 

- .. . 
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Tke pacto! (lnl {fhe ,.(tlimic_, or., (;irg(ify~e ~tro,rgeii tnfiit r{ 

· , _ , Rid_icu/e. ;1· ~-·· 1 'I ~r r -, 
V \;\1 ~• • . I.. ' 

. ' r , ·-i r- J r q r r 
" About th~ beg.inning ~~ t~1)f'sfc

1 
cep- · 

t~ry, l\1r. Grd~fin? an acror cc c~!e?r~t.~,c.) '. fiq1:,, 
his talent of m11n1cry, natl a p_art_ ~ilot.~~4 r 

him in which he was t~ p~rsonify, 
1 
~n9ir .. ~:r 

feigned character, _ a well ~U(?\Vn .phys}ci~~}·_.: 
of the name of Wood ward: In order to ,. 
obtain his manner with ~~e most 'perfect ac~ ,- , 
curacy, Griffin disguised himself as a coun.:. :

1 
tryman, and waited on the doctor, a.she ~pr~--'. 
tended, to consufr him respecting an illn~st .: 
under which hi~ wife laboured. The phy::- · 
sician heard with amazement diseases and . 
pains of the most opposite nature, repeated 
and r_edoubled, on the suppose_d patient, for 
t he actor'_s greatest "Yish was to hold hin1 in ; 
co nversation as long as possible, in order . 
to observe · his words and gestures. At .. 
length, having exhausted the vvho1e cata­
logue _of complaints of his imaginary spouse, ',.:_, 
and completely gained the manner of the ,. 
doctor, he, with an a·wkwarcl bow, prepared 

_ to depart, 1;resenti'ng a guinea.-' Poor tel- , 
low ! ' said the physician, declining the 
fee: 'put up thy money, thou hast need of 
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all thy cash, patience and humanity, to sup ­
port the -weight.lain on thee in 'the person of 
thy wife, ,vhom I sin-cere1y wish Getter, or 
at peace fron1 her \Vorl.dJy toil.' 

' . . 
"The· actor immedi~tely returned to his 

e~1ployer, related his errat1d, and the reply 
of the doctor; in so natural a manner, that 
his hearer burst irito the most unbounded 
applause; his raptures ,vere, however, soon 
checked, for - Griffin, throwing aside the 
buffoonery of his manner, declared, with the 
utmost sensibility, that he would sooner die 
than prostitu~e his talents in ren(Jering such 
genu1n~ humanity as the doctor possessed 
a pnµlic_ laughing stock .• " 

• f 

" Your story, George," said ~1 rs. Thorn-
1.i ll, "does honour to both the doctor and 
the mimic; but it i-s ti1ne for us to break 
up for the evening." 

" l\1arnma," said Caroline, " I wish to 
ask you a question, lest I should forget it to·­
morro,~. In the story which Frederic related 
of Castruccio, pray who ,vere the Gur:lplzs 
and •Gihelines ?" 

' " ~ 1Iy good child, your attention charms 

, 
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me; but why did you not ask at the time 
-of the relation?'' 

' 
" Because, mamma, I did not like to in.-

terrupt the discourse." 
"The r~ason is so proper and satisfactory; 

that it is equally pleasing to me as your 
request, whicb George wifl immediately sa­
tisfy." 

"The Guelphs and yibelines, my dear 
sister," ·said George, '' were two factions 
which ravaged Italy by their '1ifferent pye­
tetltipns for the space of two hundred years. 
Th'ey rose, historians say, about the year 

__ 1240, ou··account of the En1peror Frederic 
the Second being excommunicated by Pope 
Gregory the Ninth. ~thet authors say 
that the quarrel arose between two ancient 
and illustrious houses on the confines of Ger­
many, that of the 11enries of Gibeline, and 
that of the Gue1pbs of Adof." - ~ ... 

" Thank you, b~other ; we will now· go· 
to supper." 

" Do so, 1ny love,,. said l\!I rs. ThornhilJ, 
affectionately saluting her.-
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-coNVERSATION XXIV. 

Account of the Gentoos-The Respectability procur;d by 
Virtue-Tlie Philosopher Epictetus-The Nece~sity of 
supporting Misfo.rtunef with Patience, and abstaining 

from Evil'. 

" l\f·'{ dear m·amma ,, said Amelia "I ' J 
have been reading a history of the Gentoos, 
and am quite delighted with the simplicity 
of some of their laws and manners.'' 

" It will form a good subject for this 
evening," replied Mrs. Thornhill ; " oblige 
us therefore with a recital of ,vhat you re­
collect." 

Account cf the Gentoos. 

"Gentoos, according to the con1mon ac­
ceptance of the term, denote the professors 
of the religion of the Bramins, who inhabit 
the country called Hindostan, in the East · 
Indies. , They are divided into four great 
tribes, each of which has its own separate 
appellation, and are, according to the.Gen too 
theology', proceeded from the four different 
n1embers of Brahima, the supposed· agent of 

p 
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the creation under the spirit of the Almjghty. 
The first rank.., or the Bramins, which are 

~aid to proceed from his mouth, and whose 

office it is to pray, read, and instruct. The 

Chehteree, which proceed from his arms, 

.~vhose office it is to draw the bow, to fight, 

and to govern. The Biers, proceeding 

fro\n the body, who are to provide the ne­

cessaries of life, by agriculture and traffic ; 

and the Sooders from the feet, which are 

ordained to labour, serve and travel. 

" No Q-entoo is allowed to quit the cast 

in which he was born on any account. All 

lof them are very scrupulous in regard to 

their diet ; they eat no flesh, nor shed blood, 

their ordina1_-y food being rice and other ve­

~etables ; but what they most esteem is 

n1ilk, as coming from the cow, an animal for 

,vhich they'have the most extravagant vene­

ration, ~nsomuch that it is enacted, in the 

code of Gen too laws, that any one ,vho 

exacts labour from a bullock that js hungry 

or thirsty, or shall oblige him to work when 

fatigued, is liable to be fined by the magis­

trates. They will not eat any' food provid­

ed by those of an inferior class, nor by per-
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-sbtl.§ of a different religion, and s·crupulously 
ahstain from all intoxicating liquors . 

. '' The religion of the Gentoos, though 
involved in superstition and idolatry, ap­
pears to be originally pure, inculcating the 
helief-·of an eternal and omnipotent be_ing, 
,vhom they call Brahima, but whose divine 
attributes tlu~y represent, and worship, ia 
the form of various ridiculous idols. 

H The doctrine of transn1igration is one 
of their distinguished tenets ; those souli 
which have attained a certain degree of per­
fection, either by the innocence of theiv 
manners, or by the n1ortification of the-ir 

-worldly inclinations, they believe are imme­
diately removed to the regions of bliss, but 
those who sink under the prevalence· of ill 
example> or lead degenerate lives, are con­
demned to undergo con tinua1 punish n1ent,_ 

· under the forn1 of different animals, till 
their crimes are expiated. 

" Charity and hospitality are inculcated 
in the strongest terms, and exist among 
the1n not only in theory but practice. Hos~ 

. pitality, they say, ·should be exercised to an 
enemy when _he enters your house, for the 
tree doth not withd1;aw its shade even froiv 

P2 
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the, wood-cutter. Good men -extend their 
' ·- ,, # 

~harity even to the v}lest an~n1al,s. __ . J:'h~ 
moon doth not refuse l]e1: light even !o the 
Chandala!z, which is one of the Ol..~tcast.s .of 
their tribes. , . .. . - . r, -

. " There are vari-ous. dev~tee~ among, the11~, 
who .perfori11 austerities q:_t once contarJ . to 
r~aso-11, and-painful to 4u-ma~ity to __ wttn~ss, 
a& putting fire on theii , bodies, keeping 
·their limbs so long in one p9sitiori , till tl1~y 
Jos~ · the:. _power of 1noving then~i wearing 

'· heavy chains that eat into their fl~sh~ ,a!?P 
Js,ee~~g-perpetual silence. . _ , , 

: " .Nptwithst-anding these and , va;ri9\ls 
0 othe-r singularites in the Gentoo re~igion, 

- they are. so_ -far (rom persecuting tµose 0£_.a 
:-different persuasi.o~., that tbey absolute1y 
--refq.s-e ev~n to-adrr~~t-a ,proselyte. They sa:Y -
-~11 religions that ;;tre p\.!re are acceptable to 
the ·Almighty, or they would not exi~t 

.. ~,V:hen h_is breat,b could--in a 1nomen t destroy 
· thern. • . 

f' Boys are taught to read and write ~y 
.the.·Bramins. They use leaves. instead of 
bQok_s, a-nd write_. with a pointed iron .in~tru­

_m,ent-., .. :. !_fhe l~ay~s qre._ usuaJ!y those of the 
. ~alnJ . t.reyi :w.hich_bei~g think, smo.oth., and 
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hard, retain the letters, and may Le pre­

served for almost any length of time. Their 

books consist of a number of these tied to­

gether by means of a hole at one end. 

,vhen they write upon paper they make use 

of a small reed.-Sometimes they are taught 

writing by making letters upon sand, strew­

ed upon the floor, and arithmetic by means 

of a nun1her of small pebbles. The educa­

tion of the girls is more limited, seldom ex­

tending further than the articles of their re-

ligion. ' 
"The_ custom of burning the dead pre~ 

vails universally among them, but the hor­

r.id practice .of the wives burning themselves 

,vith their deceased husbands is less com-

1non than formerly. It is totally prohibited 

in the British dominions, but is still used 'in 
tlJe country of the Rajahs, and among wo­

men of high rank. 
"Gentoo families are always governed 

by the eldest male, to whom great respect is 
shewn. Filial vener_ation is _carried to such 

a height among them, that children will not 

set down in the presence of their fathe"r, 

until ordered to do so; and Europeans, \.Vho 

have resided for many years in the country, 
p 3 
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say, that they never witnessed a Hireot · in ..: 
stance of undutifulness to parents. P"' -- ~- · 

c.J. ... f 

" I thank you, n)y clear Amelia, for t11is 
,13hort account. -::-The manners of the Gen-· 
toos, and their~ charity to · others, render 
them interesting, ·and \.Ve ca~pot but feel a 
s~ntiment of pity that men s o right in-· some 
instances shon]d be- ·weak enough to pay 
~heir ad.oration to idols, or suppose that se1f-­
inflicted torments of body can expiate guilt; 
,vhe!l the only sacrifice agreeable to God­is a sincere and .,contrite heart." 
· "' i" should be strongly tempted to ·· be-­
lieve," replied George, " that many of ' 
these· self-punished devotees - ,vere hypo-
·cri tes." . 

" So1ne I fear are so, but many I tru1y 
believe are enthu.S'iasts, - whose minds. being 
too highly wro'ught, it leads them to com­
n1it ,extravagances. True religion needs no 
·forced actions to recommend it; even the 
,vickecl admire, ·though they do not practice­
~t, for were you to ask a dissolute man whe­
ther he would trusr his life and property 
,vith_ one like himself, or with a good man, lie would riof hesitate to choose the latter, 
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- which is a plain proof that vi .ce is hateful, 

e\·en to those who practice it.., 

"The beauty of 1norality is appreciated 

in all enlightened nations, " said George ; 

" even what we read of the stoic philoso­

pher Epictetus proves that truth." 

_" Repeat ,vhat you r~collect concerning 

him, brother," returned Amelia. 

" Willingly, but my account will be 

short. Epictetus was born in the first cen­

tury ; he was a native of Phrygia, and the 

slave of Epaphroditus. Domitian banish in~ 

all philosophers from Rome, Epictetus re­
tired to Nicopolis in Epirus, where he died 

at a. very advanced age, and so great vvas 

the reveren_ce entertained for his memory, 

that after his death the earthen1 lamt>~ he 

1nade use of sold for three thousand dr~ch­

mas. Of all the ancient philosophers h~ 
,.. 

appears to have n1ade the nearest approaches 

.to the Christian morality, and · to have had 

the most just idea of providence. He not 

.• .only recommended meekness and modesty, 

but iµ his own life gave a striking example 

of those virtue& One of his sayings was­

' There is no need of adorning a man's 

h ouse with rich hangings and paintings, 
p 4 
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since th~ most gr~cefui furnit,l1r~•'is '" tempG-r­
ance and modesty, wl~jch ~re tl.1e most 1ast­
jng ornaments, and will strengthen instead 
of wearing out by time ~nd use .. ' His_,rpipd 

·,vas superior to anger or ,passi9.n, . for ,moral 
philosophy, he said, ,vas'- inGluded in t\'50 
words, support and µbstain. , As ,a .proof of 
this, his mast€r one da:Y, i_n a brutal jest, 
struck .him violently on the leg, to which 

· Epictetus calmly said, 1 .If you strike th9s 
'}1eavily you will break my leg.' Ep~phr9-
. ditus, however, continued his blows, till .~t 
',length he broke the bone, Epictetqs on1y 
~observing, without em?tion, 'Did I, 119t 
'tell ·you that you "~oulcl break n1y leg}' 

,. This_ philosopher waged continual war with 
fancy .and fortune ; be _vindicated the im-

'rn'o·rtality of the soul, and declared openly 
against the s·in of suicide, ,vhich in that 
period of Heathenism was held lavv+ul by 
many other wise men." 

t''·" I tl1auk yot'1 for tbis short character 
of the philosopher E.pictetus,'; said lvlrs. 
Thornhill. "To support evil-with fortitude 
argues a truly great rnind, while, on the , 
contrary, to sink beneath it redoubles every 
pang that ill fortune can inflict. l\'Iildne s 
and res ignation enr:.bles us to bear bodily 
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·pain, l which is redoubled if accornpan· ed 

with impatience and ill humour. Indeed I 

nave witnessed in had dispositions those 

unhappy propensities irntating a weak 

· frame, until they have turned· a common 

cold into a violent fever. To abstain fron · 

whatever we consider inimical to our health, 

v1ordly welfare, or more particularly our 

eternal good, is another great duty, ~nd, 

th9ugh perhaps for the hour painful, is a 

certain source of happiness ; for however 

- flowery the paths of pleasure, and grateful 

the cup of self gratificatio~ the tho;b · 

of disappointment lurk under foot in the 

first, and the dregs of bitterness in the lat-. 

ter. I am sorry to shorten the conversation 

of this evening, but .I h~ve business which 

cannot be delayed. Good night." 

CONVERSATION XXV. 

J-Jistory of Joan of Flanders-The P11incess of Sparta­

The Ephori or Spartan llfagistrates-Account of t~e 

City of Jerusalem, and the Church of tlte Holy Sepul­

chre-True Devotion superior to Pagea:ntry and Sh-cw. 

"M Y dear mamma,'"' said Caroline, " I 

· atn glad we are met early,. I hope we shall 

11ave .a long entertainment.'~ ' 
p 5 ~ __ .-
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- "I join in that wish," replied 1\frs. Thorn.:· 
hill. , "To w_horn are we to apply .for· the 
first suoject ?" .. 

'' To me, if you please, tnadam, answered ­
George. · " vVe have itl our conversations 
brought forward many heroes '; to-ni-ght I 

;-will select a heroine, who, I think, equalled 
most of them, not only in valour, but in the 
great qualities of the mind." 

History, of Joan of Flanders, Cowntess de Mountford. 

'"This remarkable lady _appears to have·_ 
united in her own person all the great qua.: 
liti~s of ·bot·h sexes; she was the w·ife of 
J obn de l\tfou_ritfotd, a competitor for the · 
dukedom of Britany, upon the death of 
John the Third; who> dying without chil­
dren, bequeathed h1s dominions to his niece, 
who was married to Charles de Blois, ne- . 
phew to the king of France. John de 
Mountford, brother to the late duke,. though .. 
by a second marriage, claimed a prior right, . 
and was acknowledged as la\vful heir by the 
peopl_e of Nantz, but the greater part of tbe 
riobil-ity swore fealty to Charles de Blois, 
thinking hirn best supported, and a civil 
war ensued1·in which John de l\tlountforcl 
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misfortune J would have entirely ruined his 

party, had not his interest been supported 

by- the. _uncommon exertions of his wife 

Joan of Flanders. Bold, <larit1g, and in tre­

pid, _s~e_fought like a warrior in the field; 

· shrewdJ sensil,,]e, and· sagacious, she spoke 

like a po.litician in the council; and, endow• _ 

ed with the 1nost amiable n1anners, and 

wjnning address, she was able to move the 

minds of her subjects by the force of her elo·­

quence, and n1ould them to her wishes. She 

,vas 'at Rennes when she received the news 

off1er husband's captivity, but that disaster/ 

i11;tead· of depressing her spirits, appeared· 

on'fy to call forth her courage and fortitude ; · 

a11d, deprived of her natural protector, she 

shewed the people how able she was to sup- . 

port his interest and honour. Ordering the: 

citizens to be ·assem-bled, she met then1 with' 

her infant son in her arms. ' Friends and '· 

c·i tizens, ,- said she, ' to your protection :( 

give my ~h.ild, the male descendant of your 

ancient dukes; t~ey governed you with Je ... · 

nity and iudu_lgence, and you swore to then::i: 

the n1ost zealous attachment; prove it now~ ' 

by defending the lawful heir_ from the usurp,~'. 
p 6 '. ,, ~ ' , ,,, 
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ation, of Charles de , -Bloi's," ,\rho; : himself ?­
slave to the court .of France; .. must sacrifire 

· the liberties of Britany to his .prote:cto1~. 
For myself, though a woman, l fel~.r no dan-­
ger. One vigorous effort wi-lL free~ us from 1 
·our ene1nies, or should we prove too weak 
to repel them, do we not daily expect such 
succours fron1 the King of Engl~ti<l as caii­
nqt fail to d1:ive them fron1 our land, wi1th 
shame, loss, and dishonour ? I am a ,vife 
and a mother, but in this cause I will forget 
the weakness of my sex, and live or die 
defending the rights of rny country~ , 1ny 
husband, and my child ! , The peop:le bf 

: Rennes, moved by her exhortation, a,rid the 
affecti~g appearance of the smiling infant, 
which. she clasped in her arms, vowed to 
support the right of John de 1VIountford, an 
exan1ple ·which was speedily followed by al­
niost all the Bretons. The countess went 
from ·p1ace to place, encouraging the garri­
sons of the several fortresses, and prov id i11g­
them with every , thing necessary for their 
.subsistence, after which she. shut herself up 
with her son in Hennebon, where she re­
solved to wait for the succours which the 

, l\ing of England . (Edward the Third) ' h'+d 
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prbmit,,-ed to- send to her assistance. In the 

mean time Ch~rles de Blois, accompanied 
by the ,dukes of Burgundy an<l Bourbon, 
and many ,qther noblemen, took the £el<l 
with. a numerous army, and having red uced 

Rennes, lai<l siege to Hennebon) ,vhich was 
, defended by the Countess in perso~. This 
heroine repu_lsed the assailant§ in all their 

, attacks with the most undaunted courage, 
and observing, one day, that the who1e 

.1army had left the camp to join the general 
storm, she rushed forth, at a postern gate, 
-with three hundred horsemen, set fire to 

:tJ1eir tents and baggage, killed their.suttle1:s 
a:nd servants, and raised such a horror and 
e.onsternation through all their quarters, 
that the enemy gave over the assault, and, 
.get ting betwixt her and the , walls, • endea:-
v6u red to cut off' her retreat in to the city. 
,Thus intercepted, she put the 5purs · to her 

horse, and, ·without halting, galloped to 
Brest, which lay at the distance of two ancl 

twenty _)11iles from the scene . of actiori. 
There procuring a supply of five hundred 

horsemen, she immediately returned, a:ncil 
fighting her way through one part of the 
French camp, was received_ into I-fenncbon 

4 



amidst the acclamations of the people. · Soon 
after this the English succours arrived, and , 
obliged the enemy ~o 'Tai~e t?e siege.,, 

'-' Poor Joan of Flanders, I pity her, 1' 

said Mrs. Thornhill, as George concluded ; 
" with all her talents and accomplishments, 
to be necessitated to rush into _ the romgh 
and turbulent duties of the opposite sex was . 
dreadful. The affection of a wife and m~o--, 
ther overcame every other feeling, and ena- : 
bled ner to perform deeds, which in a caln1er 
state she would perhaps have shuddered to ~ 
hear related." 

" When I read in history circumstances 
of this kind," said Amelia, " I feel grateful , 
to heaven for having placed me in a situa­
tion where such exertions can never be ne­
cessary." 

"I think you are perfectly in the right,H 
answered lVlrs. Thornhi11 ; " for I know ; 
not who vvould accept pov.rer upon such 
terms ; but of all the heroines of antiquity, 
I know of none for whom I am so much in­
terested as for the Spartan princess Chelo­
nicla; her duties ,vere so divided, that her 
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heart must1have been cruelly torn with con­
flicting· passions.'' 

"Do, mamma, tell'us something respect­
ing her," said Caroline. 

- r ' 

" Willingly; my love." 

The Princess of Sparta. 

· ,, Leonidas, King of Sparta, gave his 
daughter Chelonida in marriage to Cleom­
brotus, who, after some time, borne away by 
ambition, resolved to usurp the crown of ; 
his father-in-law. To effect this purpose~ ' 
he acccused him before the Ephori with 
having violated the laws of Sparta, by mar­
rying a woman of a different country. Un­
able to refute this accusation, Leonidas was· ' 
banished, and his unworthy ' son-in-la~ ·: 
took his place on the throne. , Chelonida 
possessed too great a mind to be dazzled by 
power unjt stly a·cqu,ired, and throwing 1:;y 
her usual ornaments, she cloathed herself in 
n1-o urning weeds ( which ·was the custon1 of ' 
the country in cases of great calamity) and 
seeking out her father, shared his exile; and, 
by the most attentive· du.ties, endeavoured 
to meliorate his situa•fion, and 'make him 
forget his disgrace. 
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. ,,. ·some time after · a ' revolution 'restored I 

Leonidas to his- throne, and Cleom btotirs 
was,_ in his · ttfrn, driven: to the same ex­
tremities to which he had befofe teduced his 
father-in·-law, and necessitated - to take re­
fuge in the temple of the gods. Che1ohida, 
,vith grateful joy, saw her father rest1me his 
right, but declining to share his greafhes~, 
5he joined her bus band, and became the 
partner of his sorrow and disg·race. · · ·. ' ~ 

' . " Leonidas, instigated by a desire'' of r&-
'venge, hastened to the ternple, ,,vhere lie _ii 
the ntost bitter terms reproached Cleom·bro!.. 
~tus with his ,ingratitude and perfidy. 1 ·H1s 
accusations were too just to be refuted,- ancl 
Cleombrotus heard them with shame, and 
in silence, unable to crave a pardon, wh1ch 
he so little deserved. Che1onida attempted 
~o palliative till she saw the anger of Leoni­
<las was almost exhausted, then throwing her­
self at his feet, she said; 'Oh, my father, behold 

·these mourning weeds! I put them not on to 
deplore the disgrace of Cle01nbrotus, but to 
testify to the whole world my sorrow for 
yours.-U nhappy daughter, and yet more 
unhappy wife that I am, will 'my sorrows 
:never terminate! For scarcely have I ceased 



-to tr~m.. ble for a father, ,vhose life i.., · dearer 
to me than my own) b~t I shudder at the 
_danger of a husband equally dear. Yrs, Tl)J 
father, doub1y dear, because he was the 
gift of your hand, and you commanded me 
to _love and to obey him. He has been 
cruel and ungrateful, but the vengeance 
befitting Leonidas will be to pardon him, 
j!S_ mercy will make him feel the ~normity of 
his guilt1 while-a 1nore heavy revenge would 
justify to himself his conduct toward you.' 

" Leonidas, moved by the words and tears 
of his ·daughter, consented to pardon his 
_son-in-law, upon conqition that h~ :s,hould 
be banished from Sparta. , ' For you, , Jl1Y 
ch_ild,' said he, addressing qhelonid~, 'you 
,shall dignify th~ thorne which your co.nd.4qt 
has so 11ob1y deserved.. Sh_arer iq al~ IJlY 
-~~rr(?w . and disgrace, you s~all now partak_e 
1ny honour and happin~ss.' , _ · , 
, " Leonidas did not properly, estimate the 
n-1erits of his heroic daughter; the unhappy 
s,ituation of her husband redoubled all her 

. attention to him, _and, modestly declining 
her father's offer, she only entreate,d pennis'° 
~ion to accompany her husband in _his exile. 
~flJis request was with some d~fficu]ty .\'b'° 

J 
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tained, ~nd _without a sigh , .for ·rH;' r forrnef _ 
greatness, Chelo"nida hasteJiled to ,t:he temple 
to return thanks to the godcless ·; . then t·-9-ls::-· 
ing one of Her children · in her . arm~, a\1d 
giving ano_ther to Cleornbrotq;s, ,she · took -_ 
leave of ·sp.?-rta, and beca1-n,e .1 ':L~ vQlu,nJary: .. 
wanderer, Some author b<J,s ren1a1·ked,1 that,._~ 
poss_essed of such a • wife, " Cleombrcttus~·,vas· 
a far .richer man that1, Leo~1itias, ., though, 
seated on a throne, and $Un;ou11ded. wit~ 
wealth and honour." . -' . , 

/ I • , 

, "Though that observation may _be-jusJ,'~ ~ 
said Ge~rge, " I know not how a man ,yJ1t1 · 
had acted a$ Cleombrotus had d9ne, c.9ukk 

'-' S-t?pport the eye of so perfect a chara~te:r ,a:S., 
that of Chelonida. I thlnk I should: ha've 
fled ·not only -frorn her, but, if possible, fro~n ­
.myself. To ·have . been in any manner ,vo_!.:: 
thy of her, he should have left her to the 
honour s.he so justly deserved, and hav~ 
encountered his disgrace and banishment 
alone.'~ 

., " Had I been.Leonidas," said Amelia, " I 
would have pardoned him for the sake of my 
<laugher." 

·'' That would have been the best/' rep1ieci 



Frederic; "and then if Cleombrotus ,va 

in reality sorry, he coul<l have shewn the 

king his repentance by his conduct.'' 

/ . "Frederic is right/' ains\Vered !virs. Thorn­

hill; "but it appears that neither Leonidas 

_nor Cleombrotus were equal in greatness 0f 
mind to Chelonida." 

_ " Pray, mamn1a,'' said Caroline, " what; 
where the Ephori to whom Cleombrotus 

coin plained of the king ?u 
" The Ephori, 1ny love/' answered M.rs. 

ThornhHl, " were magistrates established 

in ~ncient Sparta to balance the regal power. 
Their authority was very great; they calle& 

kings to account at pleasure, and sometimes 

expelled, and even put them to death; they. 

presided over all .festivals, had. the care of 

the public treaimre, and made war -and peace.: 

according to their liking. This assembly 

c0nsisted of five persons, some historians. 

say nine, and was first established by Ly .. 
curgus." 

"My dear George,''. said Frederic, "when 

you were instructing 111e thi5 morning in my 
lesson of geography. upon the map of Asia,. 

you promised me some further account of 
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the City of Jerusalem, of ,.vhich I have read 
so much in the scripture." 

" "\-Vith my motl1e(s permission, I will 
keep my ,~.rord>,, answered George. 

"I shall be much gratified to hear it," 
said ~I rs. Thornhill. 

George imn1ediately began. 

A.ccou_~t ef the City oj Jerusalem, and tlie Church of the 
Ho!JJ Sepulcltre. 

"Jerusalem is one- hundred and twe1ve 
miles south-west of the city of Damascus, 
and forty-five from the Mediterranean sea. 
It was formerly the capital of Judea, after 
David had conquered the J ebusites, and 
was taken by Nebuchadnezzar in the e!e­
~venth year of the reign of Zedekiah, when 
the Jews were led captives to Babylon. 
Seventy years after the birth of Chirst it 
was taken and sacked by the Romans, as 
,vas also the temple, and underwent one of 
the most remarkable sieges in history. Near 
the ruins of the ancient J erusalern, the Em­
peror Adrian built a new city, but it was 
taken by the Persians in 614, and by the 
Saracens, in 636. In 1099, it was taken by 
the Crusaders, who founded a new kingdo1n 
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which .lasted eighty-,eight years, under nine 

kings. Saladin, king of Egypt and Syria, 

gained poss.essi~n of it. in 1.187. Tbe Turks 

drove out . th.e Saracens, in 1~17, an<l have 

kept pm:isession of it ever since; they call it 

Helcods, which n1ean·s the holy city. It is 

now inhabited by Turks, Arabs,- Jews, and 

Christians. It 1s situated on a high rock, 

wit~ steep ascents on every side, excep
1

t to 

the north. It is-·a1tnost surrounded by val­

lie~,, enG,ornpasseQ ·with mountains, so that 

~~ appears to stand in an amphitheatre. : It 

is ~-about three miles in circu1nfe.rence; and 

includes n1ount Calvary, which was fo1~mer1y 

:without the walls. The only thing that 

now renders it considerable, is the great 

resort of pilgrims, for the inhabitants ac7" 

com1nodate them ,vith board and . lodgings, 
which is their chief business. A .Bashaw, 

with a guard of J anizaries, always · resides 

p-n the spot, to protec;t them from the in­

sults of the.Arabs-The church of the holy 

sepulchre, which the pi1_grims chiefly co-me 

to visit, is a large structure with a round 

nave, enlightened only from the top. The 
dome is covered on the outside with lead, 

and with.in with.:.<;e<lar woos. The opening 
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of the=·don1e·~i-s cfosed witfi1 a· tie€ .ofwi re; fo -
prevent the ofrds froin- torri1~0· 1 1nto "1:be 
church. In °the_ n1iddle of thef ~ive/ and 
directly under the GE~tring ot the ·dome,~ is 
the holy sepulc~re, ·,vh1cb is pfacecl .in a 
chap~l, . whose door is ~fhree feet high and 
two btoad. ·rt is so s~nall that it will cnn­
tain but three persons _at a time ··on·- their 
knees. At the entrance, on the right hand, 
is the place were our Saviour's body is said 
to have been laid. The table on wliich tl1ey 
relate he was first placed, is two feet and a 
half high fro1n the pavement, which is no,v 

· covered with white mar~le, bec·ause the 
christians, ·who came-to visit it, were aH for 
carrying a,,vay a small bit. This chapel is 
cut out of the rock, and there are three 
holes in th€ roof to let out the smoke of the 
lamps, which are forty-four in nun1ber, and 
kept perpetually burning. Tb.e ·whole is 
covered with vvbitc marble, both within and 
,vithout, and on the outside are ten colnmn·s 
of the same. It is c_overed with a platform, 
the centre of which is exactly above the 
three holes, and forH.18 a small dome six feet 
in height, covered with lead, and supported 
by twelve colu1nns of porphyry, placed by 
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pairs on the platform, forming arches, hav-
, 

ing three lamps under each. Before the 

gate of the sepulchre is a silver lamp, so 

large, th_at two men cannot fathom it. 

Every year, on Good Friday, all the parts of 

our Saviour's passion is solemnized and acted 

here. They have first a sermon, after which 

every one takes a iighted taper in his band 

,vi th crucifixes, &c. to begin the procession; 

among the crucifixes, is one ,vith a figure 

as large as life, crowned with thorns and 

stained with blood. They visit first the 

pillar ·where our Saviour is said to have been 

scourged ; next the prison, then the altar. 

of the division of Christ's garments; next 

they advance to the chapel of derision, and 

from thence to mount Calvary, ,vhich they 

ascend barefooted. 1--Iere are two altars, one 

where our Saviour is supposed to have been 

nailed to the cross, the other where it was 

e~ected, and where they set up the crucified 

image, which concludes the ceremony, ex­

cept clra·wing out the nails, and taking down 

the body., which they wrap in a winding­

sheet. Such is the superstitious cere1nony 

used, even till this time, to commemorate 

the death of Christ." 
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H Though," said -,,Mrs. Thornhill, when 
George concluded_, ·HI think I could not 
, 1 isit places re.p.ut~d ,•·to ·baye,been so sacred, 
·without a sentiment of revereuc·e ; yet my 
heart revo~ts against rendering t~em in to 
a pompous shevv, and I am convinced t~at 
any one truly religious, w·ould visit the spot 
i,yith redoubled devotion, if it 1nore nearly 
resembled, in its original state, the 'humble 
re~eptacle that received the sacred body; 

- for however splendour and ·shew may attract 
weak minds, true . devotion soars beyond 
them, and instead of turning the attention 
on p1ctures, i1nages, or uselessly applied 
·wealth, fixes then1 on the reality, not the 
shadow of holjness·.-For us," added she, 
looking affectionate1y around her, _" blest 
with the comforts of affluence, may we, my 
children, be ,vorthy the trust- reposed in us, 
so that when the hour shall come that we 
exchange time for eternity, we may not have 
lived in vain, but, laying down wordly 
,vealth, receive, in i·eturn~ the incorruptible 
treasure of ev·erlasting happiness. 

THE END. 

Wright, Printer, St. John's Square. 
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