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, T ·O LADY 

Sophia C A R T E R E T. 

MADAM, 

T H IS add refs to yoi.1r Lady!hip muil: 
not pafs for a fulfome ded icatory 

epifi:le. Thofe performances facred to flat­
tery neither fuit you nor me. The in te r­
-courfe I have fo long had the honour of 
with you, has always been carried 011 

with truth. 'Tis the only language you 
approve, and the only language fie to be 
ufed by me. 'I'here is room for an am­
ple dedication ; I might enlarge on your 
illuflrious ancefi:ors, and make their merit 
yours, which you would rejecl with frorn. 
You know better ., than any perfon, that 
virtue, to d·eferve commendation, muft be 
perfonal; and I an1 too well acquainted 
with your thoughts on this fubjecl -to rm­
ploy this common topi,c. 1 could with 
jufi:ice fpeak of your ta :ents and happy dif­
poficion-; and had I lefs regard or affection 
for you I might perhaps yield to a tempta­
tion that is not altogether uncommon. Bue 
111y heart guides my pen, and will not p~r-

A 2 mic 
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mit me to offer any thing to yo-q that is not 
ufeful. 

The gifts of nature, which you are bleft 
with, are an early pro1nife of that true 
merit, which has a jufl: title to praife. 
From your firft fetting out, before you 
knew ~h~t reflection and . thought was, I -
obferved with pleaf ure, that you reafoned, 
as it were, by inftinct, and fpoke like the 
moft rational perfons. Your underftand­
ing and your will are fo clear and found, 
that you never miftake in a point o.Ljuftice, 
and feldom in indifferent matt~rs. But, Ma­
dam, thefe happy difpofitions are in you, 
but beftowed on you by a bountiful hand ; 
and I muft defire your ladyfhip to, p::- aife 
that infinite and beneficent being, who 
~1as been fo libe ral to you, and at the fame 
time to reflect, that the rigour of the ac­
coun t, you· are to make, inc eafes in 

_proportion to the bleffi ngs you have receiv­
ed. Your tendernefs and compaffion ,which 
gives you a fellow-feeling for the dift1 effed, 
and fo much pleafure when you can cozi­
tribute to their relief, th~fe and other 
h:1 ppy difpo.Gtions are not from yourfelf; 
vou ha ve re cei ved all from 26ove. I 
~ 

!night commend yo ur improving t he ta-
lents int r u fie d wit b you ; b ll t if you w i 11 
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reflect upon your education, the daily ex­
aP!lples you have from thofe that are dear­
efl to you, you will be flill farther rcon­
vinced, that you have no~hing to boaft. 
1 'he day v,,ill come, when a fer you are left 

. to yourfelf, the world will at tri-bute what it 
admires in you to your conduct. You muft 
be JJrepared for that time; and in your 
-prefent- happy fituation, where every cir­
rumitance of Jife directs you tc virtue, be 
fieady in the love of righteoufnefa ; th:ic . 
in the mi-dfl: of a corrupt \Vorld you may 
ftill find, as you now do, that you are­
hurt and offended by every thing that ap• 
pears to be a fuggefl:ion againft the laws of 
moraqty. Preferve with care the refpefr, 
you in fome manner took in with your 
milk, for chrifi:ianity; and dare to be, 
what a degenerate world glories in not be­
ing, a Chrifl:ian. Never' forget that the 
flock of good nature, which influences your 
whole deportment, is a call from heaven> 
which defig.ns you for a mother of the 
poor. Your correfpondence with this high 
vocation will truly deferve praife ; but 
neve·r forget, that praife is -the bane of vir-. 

.· tue, and whatever pitch thofe virtues may 
be carried to, of which the happy begin ­
nings open fo agreeable a prof pect in your 

A 3 perfon., 
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perfon, repeat inceffantly in you·r thought~: · 

TVhy /hould I glory .< What is there that I 
have not received ? 

This piece of juflicc>, due to God your 

benefafror, and to yourfelf, will be the 

n1eans to preferve Chri!1ian virtues, which, 
from the moment rhat we attribute them 

with impiety to oi1rfel ves, difappear and 
leave the fou I. 

A young lady, who has the honour of 

being related to your ladyfhip, upon hear­

ing that J had given her character amongfl: 

thofe I offered to the public in the young 

Ladies Magazine, reproached me very fharp­
]y: What, faid {he, was I to receive the mor­

t (l.l poifon of flattery from the hands of Madam 

de Beaumont ?' 1'he lady pretended, that [ 

had not done her j ufiice, and had fla ttered 

her. in the character I had drawn for her. 

le· may be, Madam, thar in fketching 0ut 

your portrait r have not thought to attri­
bute to you all rhat is faid· on yo·ur ac. 

count. But .fuppofing, that as you fay the­

copy is perfecter than the original, you 

n1uft conclude, rny intentiorr was to pre­

fent you with a pattern that might fpir it 

up all your endeavours to be what you are 

not. 

I make 
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I make the fan1e compliment to your 

Jadyfhip. You are perfonated by lady Sen• 

jible in the following dialogues. If my 

ref pecl:ful inclination for you, has impofed 

t1pon me ; if I have, witho.,ut intending i•r, 

fet off the copy with graces that are not, in 

the original, you mufl: take care to recti­

fy the mifiake, and make the original fo 

like the copy, that not the leaft feature may 

be miffed. 

I am, with due ref peer, 

Madam, 

Your Ladyfhip'.s 

fv1oft obedient and 

Moft humble Servant, 

Le Prince de BE A UMONT. 



. 

I•. 
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T HE favourable reception,. the Mi.Jfes Maga­
zine has met with in his Maje1ty's domi- . 

nfons, and abroad, has determined me to publifu 

a Magazine for Young L,_adies. · 

The mofr da·rtgeroas of ~n the . fiages of life · in, 

my opinion comes on about fourteen or fifteen. 

About that age a young lady is entered into the 

world, and takes a kind of new being. All the 

paffions kept under refrraint in the fiate of infancy 

oegin to appear; and to pread in their favour the 

example of the new acquaintance, with whom,_ 

they have begun- to rank. Though a young lady 

fieps into the world with the befi education, them· 

is- too· much reafon to fear, that the befi impreffi-· 

ons wilf be era[ed by others- that fucceed them,, 

and· are formed from the· eorrupt an<l dangerous 

maxims, which they foon· hear. But every thing 

is to be feared, when a young lady brings along­

with her into this· new· world paffions ~ither Jlat­

tered or not curbed·, a· total ignorance, and, t@ 

fay no worfe, puerile prejudices. She m ufi: ine-

vitabJ~ b·e ruined. . 
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The worid is - furp-rrfed a:t the increafe of the 

numbers of fo many defpicable wome~; but, un­

der the favour of a moment of reflexion, there is 

far greater rea(on to be judiciouf1y furprifed, that 

there arc fiill fo many virtuous. 

Let us fl op our ears againfi the inceifant 

panegyrics that felf love lavifhes upon us. Let 
us enter im o our felves, and own ino-enuouf1v, 

c.., , 

that we have the root of all vice within our-

felves,. an efieem of all imaginary_ good things, 

an averfion to all refiraint with a love of liberty, 
t hat borders upon Iibertinifm. Under all the,(e 

difpofi t ions to difeafes, that are like to prove mor­

tal to the foul, we venture into an infecred air 

w i,tr.10ut any precaution or prefervative. How can 

we wonder at fo many unfortunate falls, that 

firike and terrify the !pec1:ators? I know, that 

fome common places have been rep,eated over and 

over, and, if you will, to young women that have 

had the worfi education. A difarde1·ly woman is 
olways defpifed. ''Tis necejfary to be godly and re­
h'gious, a decorum muji be obferved. /7irtue alone 

an mah us ifreemed and happy. The weakefi: 

governefs has thefc maxims always in her mouth;­

ilie rt'pcats them without _th ought to a girl, who 
,bears them without any knowledge of their mean­

.i_ng. Some, I will not di(pute it, apply them­
Jelves with a v ery good intention to inculcate th efe 

pri ncipl es , ~y a -fr~quent repetition, to thofe un­

cie r th eir ch arge . But, · with all their endeavours 

to compafs th is lau da ble defi gn, they generally 

mi[rnrry in :1:~ crnch as-they do not know, and, 
· con-
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confequently cannot teach them, that the fieps_ 

that lead to a fault are not the fault itfelf, tho' 

they are very dangerous and often criminal. An 

offence is held in horror, and if it made its fidl: 
appearance barefaced, moll: young people would 

be guarded againfl: danger. But what. are the 

fieps that lead to diforder? Imprudence, curiofi­

ty, levity,. want of attention. Youn-g ladies rnuil: 

learn this le-ffon ; they mu!1 have it frequently re­

peated; they mull: be alarmed with their examples, 

who not acquainted with the danger have fo un d it 

fatal to thei-r. lo(s. Rut let us fuppofe you have con­

vinced them; do you frnd that the· profiJect of fo 

.many dangers feizes them with fear and horror ? 
And yet the greatefl: difficulty rernains,and it is this. 

They mull: be farther convinced,that neiither th eiir 

rlread of evil, nor their own prudence, even un­

der the watchfol care of .parents, can bear them 

:fafe out of danger, and that they mufl: inevitably 

perifh,. un.lefs they are armed and preferved with, 

thofe helps which religion procures. This is not 

all. The helps,. which religion affords, mufl: be 

analyfed a.-nd laid out in their fu,]J light. The firll 
view difcou-rages and gives a £hock to nature ,. 

but the coarfe veil mull: be taken off; and prej u-, 

oice removed to fatisfy them,,that the yoke of the· 

gofpel is light an<l eafy; and they mu~ be mad e 

fenfible of this great and important truth, th at it' 

is eafler and lefs difficult to fubdue, than to fati sfy 

our paffi:ons. They mufi, I add, feel' and fee -tha t 

though their fouls-were not immoFtal and· nothi11g 

to be feared or hoped in another life, it wou]J 

be their i.ntereft to be virtuom,, fince .virtue is th~ · 
~ e).n] J/ 
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only means to altevi-ate· evils, which cannot 
be avoided in this. life. But this is a tafk far a-­

bove the generality of governeffes ; and i-t is- a, 

quefl:ion whether the mothers of yolffig ladies are 
better qualified for this arduous trufi; they that 
:fuould lead the way- and direct the governeifes. 
1v1any_ are more ignorant than thefe lafi,. more un­
frttled and lefs moral. Their examples and their­
maxims are at perpetual variance. Here a mo­
ther by an exce(s of feverity locks . up from. herfelf 
the heart of a daughter, which a young lady opens 
to a confident, or a fervant maid, and engages 
·in a procefs of life, where every fiep is ruin. There 
another with an ill-timed-condefcenfion fears, that· 
mifs's health may be prejudiced, if !he meet with. 
any contradiction, · and chu{es to let all• th-ings go 
as they may rather than fuffer. any reikaiHt from 
the means, which would keep-a proper balance be­
tween fever·ity and' we-akrJefs-. Another by her j}l,.. 

gua-rd-ed difcourfe difcovers the little value fhe fets 
upon. chriilianity, and prepares her daughter not 
fo mMch to admit,as eagerly to ingrofs all that lhe 
hea,rs, or reads in-. impious books:-, too many i-n 
number, and-. which . tend to make every thir-Jg. 
doubtfu1, even the fundamental troths o[ religion, 
and the divine infpirati.on of the fcriptures-. In a 
worct, the generaltty of. paren~s- are fo taken up 
with th~ world, gaming, public fhews and page­
arnry1 that they. want time to engage the confi­
.denc© of t-hf!ir daughters ; and, thQ·ugh they iliould 
,have this lei{ ure, they are utter ftr~mgers to 
the means, by which they might (ucceed in this 
necdfa.r.y undert-ik.ing ;. and know not how to 

m;t..k~ 
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make ufe of that confidence, when they are happi­

ly arrived at this term fo much to be defi red by 

parents. 

Fro.m what has been faid there is too much reafoA 

to conclude that youn_g perfons are ab:olutely, or 

very near, in want of neceffary helps to efcave 

the dangers, which accompany the ravings or in­

fatuation of adole{cency ;. fince we feldom meet in 

a governefs,. and e_ven in parents, with the qua-

1.ities requifite to form their W1derfranding and 

their hearts. 

The major pa·rt of my readers, who have not 

fo much as an idea of right education, and of 

the talents neceffary for that important purpofe, 

will look upon this as a paradox. . But I repeat 

i~ here,. after many repetitions, and {hall continue, 

to do fo whilfr I live,.. that ed.ucation does not con­

fifi in , the acq.uifition or culture of talents, nor 

in an exterior appear.ance and outward fhew ,; 

and yet what is called the befi: education goes 

no farther. When a young lady. of fourteen or 
fifteen is to be brought up, the end propofed is .to 

form a Chrifiian, an amiable wife, . a tender mo­

ther, an attentive houfekeeper,. and a common• 

wealth.'s-woman, that may be a pie.afore, and 

what is more, an advantage to focicty. But let 

us.repeat it once more, what care, . what Rains, 

and how many talents are necdfary for the mo• 

tnentous. ta~? The greatefi attendon, and the 

mofi: confummate _experience fcar~e fuffice to at­
tain this great end. 

I have 
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I have faid that a young lady of fifteen muff 
be trained up a Chrifl:ian. The propofition will 
meet with general applaufe, and, as to terms, it 
fobfifls in the common ideas; but few take the 
fr·nfe and meaniliJg. This fort of language is not 
underfl:ood, and I fball be ridiculed hy mofi: of 
my readers. I Dull be well off, if I am only­
taken for an extravagant woman, and if they 
don't pretend to find fame poifon in a doB-rine,. 
which cannot be imputed to me, but through 
want of attention to the gofpel where J found it. 
And it may be no m1sfortune to be claffed among 
the methodifl-s, a fct of men little, if at all,1 
known to me. But l muft once for all declare· 
my mind on this article. 

The go!pel eontains two parts, the fidl: dogma• 
tical, and this relates to f peculative truths; the· 
_fecond practical, and that relates to our morals. 
The fidt are to be believed, the fecond to be· 
pracl:ifed. That I may keep up to the plan which, 
I have propofed to myfelf, in fome things that are 
purely dogma.tical I !hall barely quote the facred 
text without any comment, g1o(s or interpreta­
tion. And I defire that the fame quefi:1on be 
atked about the young Ladies Magazine, as was 
~fked about the lv1ijfes. Wha-t are the author's 
fantiments concerning dogmatital points? What· 
,ommunion does the author follow? But my opini­
on as to moral points {hall be clearly decided, It 
will be thought fingular, and to be carried too• 
far. That will not be my fauJt. 

1 wao-
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I was aiked the other day whether I could not 

moderate my opinion: that rigor of doctrine <li(­

courages many *. A rich man has means to be­

nefit others as well as himfelf. A rich man mufr 

be happier than a poor maQ. • If di (ci ples of this 

world were to be formed, this doct rine woul<l be 

readily admitted, but it mufi be profcribed 

amongfi the difciples of J e(us Ch rift. Riches are 

not an advantage, unlefs they are employed for 

the ufe intended by providence, from whom they 

have been received in trufi for the in digent; nay 

the rich cea(e to be di(cip! es of Chrift, when they 

don't difpenfe their wealth to that end. Riches 

otherwife miflead the heart, and incline it to an­

immoderate purfuit of eafe, the love of fuperBui­

ties, and too violent a t'ie to this world. Cares, 

folicitude, fears and fufpietons, in a Word all th e 

difficulties of falvation face the rich man, that has 

an exteffive affection to his wealth. I know and 

I have declared that the words of our LCJrd are 

only to be underfiood of the rich, who love th eir 

wealth criminally, and with prejudice to the du­

ty they owe to God and their neighbour; but 

this is not enough to qu,iet the fears of the virtuous 

rich man, who bas juft reafons to dread being 

weighed <lown by cupidity. I cannot tlifguife the 

truth ; naked truth is befi; otherwife it fuffers 

fome diminution. Befides, my young ladies are-

* 7ho.fe cwords, hleiied are the poor, and mo,ny 

ethers, are not to be ta/4in in the jlria Jerfe of' t h~ 

letter. 
brought 
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orought up to repeat the gofpel ;. that mufi be 
d.one faitbfolly; the tex.t mufi: not be altered, 

Providence .difpofes of the feveral con~itions of 
li.fe according to the divine plan for the 'ends in-. 
tended.. We have every one our refpe8:ive em­
p.loy, which, whatever it coil us,. rnuft be faith• 
fully difcharged. The fame p~ovidei:ice ~es fixed 
my fiation, and to enable me for the acquitting 
of the great duti es of this poil:: has entruil:ed me . 
with fame talents, and has procuret.l me . the con~ · 
fidence of the public as a means to faciJitate the­
forming of young perfons. I iliould .)nc:ur ~he 
d.ifpleafure of God ; I -lhou'J..9_ not cotrefpond to , 
my call, if the fear of weak cenfur~~-. with .• held';__ 
my pen. I have an opportunity of in!in-~atin~ ... · 
t.he fpirit of Chrifiianity into the hearts of my" 
Joung readers. Their minds have not received' 
any c,ther impreffions, and are not p·reoccupate. 
If there iliould be Jome influerrne of wor,ld.1.x max­
ims, the i mpreffi9n· q.n be but fupedic ial. Anet_ 
therefore let us make hafie .. to imprint in their 
hearts the wholefome maxims. of Jefus Cprifi with 
deep and. lafiing characters. 

'. 

But who hinders-you, they fay?' Are we againft 
(l)Ur daughters. being hr.ought up to good morals? 
Mufi: we he conclucled· no Chri!lians .becaufe we 
are no bigots?' We defire you to bring up our 
children ; pray 1 make them women of W(?rth and 
.honour; but do not puzzle their brains with ex­
travagant max1ms-; let tli em· not cmpy after lord 
(u~h· a.-one, nor lady, •••• . • , I do not intend 

or, 
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01 defire they £hould follow any one's fieps but 

tho(e of 'Jtfus Chrijl ;- but I cannot make them 

foch perk>ns as you -deftre afld of fuch virtue a-s 

:lhall be proof. againfi all trials, unle fs- I make 

them perfect Chriilians.. The degree of therr 

religion will be the ftandard of their worth, ho ~ 

nour, prudence, and of their a-ttenti-on to their 

refpeclive duties. l mufi bring them to look tip-

, on their falvati-0n as an important affair, their 

greatefi, their only affair. I will give them to 

. underfiand, that they are only created for that 

eiid ; · and· that the wealth of the whole world 

will avail them nothing, if they have the misfor- · 

tune to Jofe their fouls; Jaf.lly, that they need on­

ly comply faithful,Jy with the duties of their re­

fpeclivc 1lat~s-, in order to afcertain their falvati-

- on. Is not this the interefi: of parents,):iulbands,. 

their offs-pring, their domefiics, and withal the in• 

tere1l -of the public r This pleafes you ; it mufl: 

pleafe aJJ the world. But you cavil about the 

means ; I beg they may be left to me : one 

word more and I have done : Do y.ou defign t() 

bring them up bigots ? Sufpend your opinion; be 

not alarmed ; read this little book to the end ; 

and obfer,ve what I mean by a bigot, and per­

haps in the main we fhall not d.ifagree. Then it 

may turn out, that I fhall have no adverfaries,. 

but thofe who make a trade of devotion, that is, 

who through ignorance of hypocrify have fubfii­

tuted bigotry in the room of tnie piety. And 
Jct this fufficc, that gentlemen and ladies of the 

world may cool their paffion, and difmifs imagi­

nary fears. Let them know, that I have t~e, 

~ utmo!l: 
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utmofi: horror for falfe ·devotion; that I will be -.! 
great an enemy to falfe devotiorr, as I am to i•rre­
ligion; a □ d that I take the former to be more 
<langerous ; and you young ladies, who feek to be 
truly happy, be affured, that I wiil' point out the 
way that leads- to it, and which you will find. ea-
fier as you advance. Take this book, read, me• 
ditate, and confiJer the contents, after which you 
!hall be, with'" my confent, at liberty to make you_r _,. 
own choke. 

Divine and haJy fpirit ! P-aul pl~teth, Apollo 
wateretl~~- but thou alone givdt the increafe, Di­
rect my pe n; prepare tb.e minds and· hearts of my 
young readers; without thee my words will be: 
but empty founds that {lrike the ear; (or thou 
only cam'fi touch the heart. 

Some new charac½ers are introduced in thi-s 
Magazine. vV ere they imzgin.ary, others might 
ha1Je been pi.tchc-d upon; but perhaps thefe are 
as well fitted foi: my defi.g □• I copy from nature, 
my young peo-ple furnifh me with al! foi:ts of 
originals, and this abridges my work very con­
fi,d:erab}y; and I- am not without hopes that it 
wilt aifo make it u{eful. In a dozen charalreu 
t11a t I have chofen, I point out the general me­
t hods to be followed by thofe, who undertake the 
infirutlion of youth. There are none of their 
fcholars but what may be reduced to one or other 
of the c.haralrers prefented here to the public. 
The fhade:s which make the difference are almofi 
imperceptible and cannot be ohfcr\'ed with o ut 

the 
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the greatefl: attention; and yet this difcovery is 

of the greate{t confequence, of which the fol­

lowing infiance is a figna'l proof. The Lady,who 

goes by the name of Lady Violent, was but four 

years and a half old when fhe was configned to 

ill)' hands. She did not underftand a word of 

Frtnch, and ha J with a capac:ty far above her age 

very {hong pailions, which by the indulgence of 

her nur(e were grown quite ungovernable. I 

faw pl ainly at the fecond vi{it I made, how un­

profitable and troublef.ome my leffons were. I 

was very fenfible, that the ch ild not on ly detefied, 

but had reafon to dc:tdt me; and her c.Verfion to 

me in proportion to her wit was the more / 

grounded an<l rational; {he was ti red with re­

peating words without any meaning; the di(gufl: 

foe had taken againfl the French langu:.ge re­

flected on me; and as I vv:is-not ab le for want of 

fan guage to argue the point wit-h her, I had 110 · 

hope-s lef.t of feeing a1:iy ahatement of the re­

pugnance {he had to being taught. I begged (he 

might have a French Governe fs ; it wa•s allowcd­

.i.nd very lucbly a prnd-en<t perfo·n wa-s foand for 

the purpofe. I con tinued rn·y ldl0ns for a whore 

,...,·inter, ~nd very tedious they proved to the yoirng 

Lady. She ra!J me without ceremony, that :fhe 

hated me. H ad I not L>een fore that fhe was · 

rnifirefs of a great wit and a good heart 1 I fhou'd 

have given up all hopes, but when you have 

thofe good qualities to deal wirh, you may depend 

upon (uccefs fooner or later in this kind of en­

terprife. l went on very regtilarl y and loft three 

hours every week,. and her parents had the good 
fenCc 
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fenfe not to think the ir money lo{t. The next 
year my charge w as in a way th at 1he wouldi 
hear me. H er averfi.on dimini{h€d tho' not \ cry 
perceptibly . . I took care always to corn11,-1rnd, whe.11 
a proper occafirn offered, a.nd wil'l'k<?d at fwa1ler 
faulrs-, that I I-Tiii!ht not be und er a neceffitv of re• 
primc111 di ng. T his OH thod had very gool eff.:-a. 
The child ow ned th · t fhe began to abate in- hq 
difl ike of me; at lafr fb,., was gldJ to ·tee me and 
dcfir~<l to ha\·e longer It Do ns. Mlly tl:iis example 
be of fervice to tho.fe wh0 meet with fuch a cha­
rall:er ! Childr en of this turn arr ~nly ·to be guided 
by· rea (o n ; it requires much prudence to bring 
them to a fenfe of th~ir own advantage; and if 
, ,iolent ·means w ere to take place, no good could 

. come of it; very great progrefs is made among 
fuch characters with a f eeming lo ts of time. The 
method which met wj,h fuccefs here would have 
been the ruin of an indolent child, or of an in­
different genius. The lafl are to be treated wi th 
kin<lnefa, tho' with. lefs condefcenfion; but I 
ihould never make an end upon this (ubjecl; and 
for farther fatisfaB:ion on this point I mufi difmifs ' 
my reader to the work itfdf. 

The firfl fiage of adolefcency is not the only 
.time, that y.oung Ladies want help and infhuB:ion,. 
the lail: decides for life, as they then chufe a fiate. 
Hence their Magazine mu.ft take in all the pre­
c,autions neceffary to enter upon a married fiate 
or to determine for a fingle life. Endeavours 
mufi b~ ufed to lay before young perfons the in­
conveniencies, the dangers and the advantages of 

a fiate) 
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a •ftat<e, which they are no ]onger at liberty to 
chan.ge for a11other; and -lafily ymmg Lad1es mufl: 
•be guarded -by proper advice againfl: the im­
moderate defire they have and the pains they take 
to appear agreeable, which they prete_xt under the 
fpecious fuew of being neceffary to arrive at a 
proper fettlement. Nothing .Jhall be forgot that 
can -anfwer the ends propofed iA this work; aud 
I · fhall think my -pains well ~eftowed, if it pr-0ve 
ufefol to the young ·perfon~, for whofe advantage 
it -is underta1'.en. · 
• ._ ) I 

{ Some wiH think, that the morning infimcl:ions 
t o -b-e given here are too ferious foT ladie£ from 
tifreen to eighteen yea·rs of age. But, to fati·sf y 
twis obje.tl:ion, I need only acqu.aint my readers, 
that I have merely writ down the conv-erfations 
thatrhave pa.ffed betwe-en me and my fcholars; 
and experien.ce . has -taught me that thofc infi:ruc­
tions are not above their reach. Among my young 
people there are children of twelve years of age 
that will not let a · fophifm be paffed upon them 
for a fyllogifm, and they will tell you very gravely 
of a book they are reaqing: <£he author has taken 
leave of his Jubje£l; he fays very weak things. His 
principle is falfe; his inferences muji be fa . What 
is more my young ladies wiil prove it. W c dont 
fram e a true judgment of the ca pacity of childreA; 
nothing is ou c of their reach, if they are taught by 
li ttle and little to form an ar![umcnt, or rather to 
dikou rfe on a- fuhj ect. Now -a-days ladies read 
nil forts of books , hit1:ory, politicks , ph ilofophy 
.and even [uch as concern r~ligion , They iliould 

there-
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therefore be in a condition to judge folidly of 
what they read and able to difcern truth from 
fal!hood . B efore I refolved to publi{h any thing 
concerning this matter, .[ tried two years fuc­
ceffively what young ladies were capable of, and, 
after repeated trials, was fully convinced, that we 
.are . all born geometers, and that it is no fuch hard 
tafk to bring foon to light and to difplay the con­
nate geometrical id eas of children twelve year 
old. To give Hill far.ther fatisfaclion to the reader, 
u·othing {hall appear in this work, that was not 
well underftood by eight young ladies of that age. 
Their objections ihall ·be repeated as they made 
them; if they are fo1rnd too much above their 
years, the blame muft not fall upon me but the 
young ladies, who have too much wit for their 
age. But as .I write chiefly for their benefit, 1 
cannot be difpenfcd from writing what, I kno w, 
is- agreeable to them, and .no wa)'S above their 
reach. 

. v~ .. ,. • 0~ . 
· .. · --- ~. 
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in the following Dialogues.· 
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Lady Mary. 

AH! lVIr s. Affable ! w hat a long time has paffed, . 
fi nce we had the pleafo,-e of iee-ing you? You 

p romifed you wouid but ilay half a year, anJ. you 
have almoO: made it two. I have had a fad tedious 
t ime on' t, and I am really grown quite naughty, 
but , thank God, you a:e now come back for good 
and all; and I hope you. will help me to correct my 
faults. 

Mrs. Afjah!e. Very wilHngiy, my dear lady, let 
me emhace you . Lord ! how you are grown ! 
and , 1ady _T1/itty ! you are attua11y as ra11 as I am. I 
could no t have kn own you again, ladies. T o be 
fore , you have. improved in mind in proportion to 
your growth . · 

Lady Witty . But fo, fo, Mrs . .Ajfahle, fometimes 
we11, fometimes ill. I foall give ·ynu an account 
of a 1 t hat has happened in you· abfence ; yon vviH 
percei ve , that I have not alway s been good, but I 
have ·no t always been out of tbe way neither. _ 

M rs. Ajfahl, Still t his is fom etbing, my dear 
lady; you have {h ove againfr your paffions ; go on, 

V oL. I. Il · you 
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you muil: get the better at Jafi:. And you, lady 
Cb:wlotte, how have you he.haved? 

Lady Charlr;tte. Jk:ama will tell you, 1\ifrs. Af­
fable. 

Mrs. Affable. I am fore you have been a good 
girl, but you are ·Joth to praife yourfelf. And here 
is mirs Mo lly that fays not a word, and keeps up 
clofe in a corner, and quite alhamed. What can 
be the m eaning? 

J\1ifs Mr;/ly . It m eans that you will tu.i·n me out 
of doors, when you know· the ug-ly cufi-om I have 
got fince you went to France. I am grown fuch a 
Jiar, that now I can't tell when I lie. 

l\frs. Affable. R eafon enough to be aihamed, my 
dear, but not to lofe courage. I hope the Jal} Jie 
is told . You have given an account, ladies, of 
yourfelves, and .now I muO: tell you of lady Senjib!e 
and lady Tempejl, whom I never left the wholi dme 
of our Jong jo'urney. They have been fo good, fo 
n:actable, that I can only be proud of their beha­
v10ur. 

L ady fVitty. That was no very hard task. \Vere 
I confta ntly in compan y that w·ould be fo kind as 
to mind me of my failings, I think I fhould very 
foon commit no fault. , 

1\1rs . Affable. One would think lady lVi tty is 

jealous. . 
Lady Tt'Vitty . I really am, Mrs. A_[fable ; hm you 

mufl- excuie me. I don ·c envy the lei. dies t heir bap ­
rin eis , I on1y wi lh to ce as ha ppy, and th~t a ll the 
w orld was fo . If J be3ged a favour, l\1rs. Affable, 

would you gra nt it? 
1\iirs. Affable. e_s, m ad~-1.m, if it lay in my 

power. . 
Ladv T17iuv. V✓hat I am about to ask cerrarn LJ 

does 
1
1 have mad~ an acquaintance with three 

youn g ladies. They are the befi girls in tlie world , 
and 
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and abfolutel-y long to be your fchoJars. Two of 
them are bi.a airls and older than f am ; the orher b .:, 

is about my age. I have fo often repeated the 
leffons you have been pl·eafed to give me and th efe 
ladies, that they know them by heart. J,,Aay I be 
allowed to inrroduce them the next ti me I come? 

Mrs. Affable. It will pJeafe me much, particular­
ly, as you afTure me, that they are very defirous 
of being inltnicted. How do you call the ladies?. 

Lady l47itty. Lady Lauifa. lady Lucy, and m1fs 
Rural. The Ial1 is not in town, cannot hear it, and 
lives altogether in the country; but fheaffures rr ~, 
t hat fhe will leave it with pleafure, if you will ad­
mit her as a fcho1ar . 

1\!Irs. Ajfablt. I ihall he gl-a'd to fee that little tocu.i'l'l­
hater. And I muft now give yau notice of three 
other ladies, whofe company we are to have; two 
I have been Jong acquainted with; I know very 
little of the third; her na:me is lady Violent. Eu'r 
the lady her mother begs fhe may come to our 
}efTons ; I gave her a few before I left England ; 
the poor child did not underCT:and a word ' of French; 
and I fear her time here will he very tedious. 

Lady Ma 1J'. It fhall be my bufinefs to reach hn· 
French; her mother is an intimate of ma111q's , She 
has a great fhare of wit, they fay, and that ihe is 
very naughty, and extremely pafiidnate. 

Mrs . .djfable. As for you I 111ufr needs fay .,you 
have a very ill t:ongue, and that is far war.Le than 
being paf1ionate. 

Lady Mary. You are much in the right, Mrs,, 
.Ajjab!e ; this is another ugly trick I have got w 1ilfl: 
you was at Paris. You will find out a great many 
more. For example, I am grown quite wbim{i.ca1 
.as they tell me ; and it makes 1nama and my go­
vernefs very uneafy. 

' B z l\frs. 
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1\frs . Affable . This is frig htful, dear lady Mar)'·; 

pray tell me wha t kind of things th efe freaks and 

whims arc. I would gladly foe one of th F,m. · 

Lady Ma1y. That can'c be Mrs. Affa6ll' ;. my 

whims dread you as much a s they do the fire; and 

I know they dare riot appear before you . Bur t hey 

J.eize me in this m anner ; a t fidl: I .fhall hf.: very 

hearty without knowing why or wherefore. I ling, I 
skip, till I am much tired , and when I .am qu ite 

fpent, I am out of all temper, and if any thing 

happen to difpleafo me, I am juH: like a little fiend; 

I ,cry out and fhike every body. Then, foppofe I 
.am for one thing, I immed~tel y change, and a m 

again fl: ir, and as foon again for it. After all this 

J am very angry, tha t I have be haved fo ill; the 

n ex t thing is to cry out of vexation for having of­

fend ed G(,)d, mama and mademoifelle . And this is the 

life I have led fince I fa w you lafr. 
l\1rs . .A_lf(lble . This gives me very great concern, 

my dear; and my only comfort is the hopes I have 

of your· ufing the utmofr efforts to correcr this 

fault. 
Lady Mary. In good t ruth, Ivfrs. Affable, were i.t 

l eft t o my choice, I wou l::l rather fail a week on 

bread and water, than do the like again. But when 
the frea'k takes me, I t ake no farther thought of 

th at , and only think of bawling and making a noi fo . 

I a rn fore to be in th e light, wbiHt the fir of paffion 
Jafl:s ; and never yield m yielf to l..:c jn the wrong, 

'till a ll is over. . 

l\1rs. Affable. I know it to be fo, my dear, and i: 
J ove you for being fa fincere ; and will take an r.d ­

-vantage from your openncfs and candor to find pro­
per remedies to remo ve a diforder of t he mind, 

'.vb ic.h is alfo ow ing to a weakne[s of rhe bo:ly. The 

firil reJnedy ic; prayer . Every morning and evening 

.beg of God to give you the grace of aniendment as 
to 
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t:o this particular ; the fecond is to defire your rro­

vernefs not to fail reminding you, when {he obfrn es 

that immoderate flow of fpirits, that it exhauHs you, 

and leaves you quite dejetl:ed, and \Vithout D-rcngth 

to bear up againfr your paffion. You ~mil prn­

mile. me in the next place to leave all that you are 

about, and to retire to your roo;n, when your go­

vernefa gives you this warning. There you ftuil 

pray upon both knees, and refiecr, that yotr are in 

the prefonce of God. How comes it my dear? You 

fay, that your whims dare not appear before me, 

and yet rhey dare appear in the prefence of God, 

·which you cannot avoid, and whole po\:er is aok 

to puni1h you any infran t. You offend to his facc-: 

fo good and tend er a parent, w:10 loves ycu, and 

fbowers down fo many bleffings upon you. Gu, 

my dear. ! tbink of th is feriout1y, and , my wore~ 

for fr, you will not hear any far ther complaints cf ~ 

your wl111ns . · 

Lady W1t(v. Surely th efe ladies have feen many 

fin e th-ings in France . Won't they favour us witit 

an .accou11t of what they have found moft remark­

able? . 
Jvirs AjfaMe. You muf1- m,ake your court to lady 

'Tempefl; ihe bas wrote fome remarks by way of a 

j turnal. 
l\1ils Molly , What is a journal ? 
J\1rs . Affable. That is, ihe has fet down in the 

evening the remarks fhe made in the day. 

· Lady Cha rlot te. Pray , Mrs. Affable, give her 

1 ave to read her journal to the company. 

T,1rs. Ajfahle. Sometime er other it iha 11 be read, 

ladies, but it muft be written -out fair, it is fo ill 

done, that fhe couJd hardly make it out. When lady 

'Temf' tfl was hut a little one, fhc minded nothino·, 

fhe la ghed at a writing-maf1-er; but now fhe r: ­

pents; with all the pa ins fhe takes to mend her 

ll 3 hand, 
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ban:!, fhe writes like a cat, and finds how difficult 
it is to leave a.ff bad habits, contraEl:ed in one's 
infancy. . 

,lV{ifs Mo/j,: Wh,y bas not lady Senfib!e made a , 
jourm.l? 

lvfrs. AjfA!P. That was needlefs after her cofen 
ha:l unden::i,ken it; and befides fhe was taken up in 
a differ,:nt w;.;,. y. She hc1.s made very pr~~ty fairy­
t ale,; , fabl es, and fome other )ittle pieces, w'.1i.:h 
foal! alfo be rea:l here. 

Lady /J1a,y . She is happy to be bleffed with fo 
much wit. V✓hen I was in 1 relan.d we had no books·, 
Rnd time went on very heavily . I thought to my-. 
felf, as I have no novel co read , I will make one. 
This ran in my head all nigh t ; and with much ado . 
I made up a little, an-:l a very fl10rt tab. JV1y go­
verneis fancied I was much out of order, as I 
would not l>reakfafi-, before I had wrnre our my • 
talc. 

Lad y Charlotte. I affore you, Mrs. Affable, that 
it is a very pretty one . Lady Ma ,y read it to m,e., 
~N1:i I was prodigioui1y di verted . . 

Mrs. Affable. I hope ihe will favour us with it . 
Lady Mary. Oh nor Mrs. A_ff.2Me, 1. t is fo ill done; 

..;nJ rhefe ladies could. only Jau9h at me . . 
1\/frs. Affable. You are but eight years of age, and 

have already all the feJf-love of an author . \Vell, 
my dear r Will you tell me the trtJth, if I ask a 
quel1ion? 

La.dy Mary . Y cm know, Mrs. Ajfuble, I never 
deceived you. How can you ask , whether I fhall 
tell the truth? · 

A1rs. Affable. I own myfeJf in the wrong. Liar$ 
only are to be miltrnPced . That is no t your cha­
ract:er' ; you will give me a true anf wer. Have 
you not really a min<l to read your tale to the 
ladies ; don't you .fi-9d it pre~~y as it is; don't you 

wrong 
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wrong your own thoughts, when you fay it is but 

ill done; and would not you be fer ry to be be-

lieved? , :~ 

Lady Mary. 'Tis very odd, that you D10uJd guefs 

fo readily at my pri va te thoughts. I was not awa re 

- of it, rill you made n-,. e obferve it; and now I fi nd 

th at I fpoke Iefs fa vorably of the tale, that I might 

engage t he ladies to commend it. 

M rs . .Affable. This is the cafe with many, w ho 

have not your fincerity to O\Vn it. Learn this max ­

im, ladies, never to ii>eak w ell, or ill of yo urfolve.,, 

or any thing that is yours. Such, as ipeak to t hei r 

mvn difadvantage, defire to be cont ra<litrcd. V✓e 

ca11 this h1'mility cwith a hook, for they only fioop 

Oi affe6: appearing humble to hook in praife . Never 

let yourfelf be asked a. fecond time, when the com­

pany is to be entertained with your talents; nothing 

is m ore difa:greeable . I have kno'.vn ladies wich 

charming voices, and the nicert hands for frvcral 

mufical infirumejj tS, I never begged a fong, tho' 

I dote on mufic. An hour muft be fj1ent in ·en­

treaties, before they fhew their talents, and the 

pleafure of performance is far from a compenfati­

on fm· the troubl~ the company is at for tbe pur­

cbafo of a fang. Now, lady Mary, let us ha \"e 

your tale. 
Lady fVitty. After It is ended I fhall beg leave 

to a sk Mrs. Affable a quefrion. 

Lady Mary. Once up0n a time ..... . 

M rs . Ajfab!e. I£ lady Mary had defired to Di ew 

her good breeding, fhe would .have fa.id to lady 

Witty, madam, I-beg that I m ay not put off your 

queftion; the fiory may be told afterwa rds. En -

<lea vour, my dear, anGther time to obferve thefo 

niceties. This is being civil and polite. \Ve m u 0: 

never; in good manners1 pretend to be above others, 
but 
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~l),.t · on the contrary give · them the preferenc~ Noi.\T, . my dear, go on. 

Lady Ma,y (a) . There was once upon a time a 
farmer; he had been very rich, and was grown 
very poor. He had two daughters, Beifey and Laura • . PetfeJ' w:1s the elder, a very great beauty, but con­
fcious and proud of being a Belle. She only loved 1:er own dear feJf, was hardhearted to the ·poor, and had no complaifance for any one. She loved no tind cf work ; ind eed , foe feared fpoiling her ban::ls ; an'.l wuul<l not go into the fields, till her­
fa t her had repeated bis commands twenty times at Jedt; :fhe faid fr would bun her complexion. Laura, 
rhe younger fifl-er h;d been very beautiful before tl:e fmall pox ; but this diforder bad ruined her for a be:rnry, without giving her any great concern, as foe laid no great fireis on this fading flower. She was loved by all the neighbours; in reality, 
foe endea\·oured to oblige all the world, and fre­'}Uently d prived herfelf of the bread fhe gave to the 
1,oor. Though Betfey the elder fifter, did not love 
her, the hid hold of alJ opportunities to pleafe her, 
and took upon her all the work of the houie, to fave 
her the rroul1 le. One day, as the two lifters miJk­
e<l rbc cnws, a wea lthy gentleman, that palfed by, ... ,v:c, s firuck with tlie beauty of the elder fifter. He 
asked her fame quefiions ; he fo1V1d ihe had a great 
dea l of wit, and was quite enamoured. Betjey was 
charmed · with the adventure; fhe concluded, tha t by marrying this gentleman, fhe fhould come up 
and live in t cnvn, where ihe could find plenty of 
diverfions. The gentleman asked her, who that ugly creature was, that re~ired alm?fi: ~s foon ash~ ca me in fight (for Laura d1d not think 1t handfome 

(a) 1 h is l ittle novel is the compofition of a child, and g iven_ l-.c·1e o1S /he made it. lady Sophia Carteret, who is .the aut l-:or, was· not ten years old at th at time, 

lD 
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in a young woman to_ ftand talking wich_your fi ne 

gentlemen of the town, who arc only upon the 

catch to_deccive country girls), 'Tis my lifter, faid 
Bet/ey, a poor, fofr creature, and only fit for the 

buille of a counrry•life. I am tired to death with 

j r, amongil: foe!:! coarfe neighbours; and I daily 

fhd ma:1y a tear, and lament my not being born at 

court. You are too beautiful, faid the gentleman, 

t o fray in the country. I mufl firfl: fettle fome af­

fa7rs; and then, if you like me, I will propofe ~ 

match t o your father. Bet/ey, who was ready to 

die with joy, a{fored the gentleman foe loved him 

extremely, even to folly. Mean while the farmer 

\vas quite out of temper at his eJdefl- daughter's not 

coming back, and fwore he would lay his har:ds on 

-h~r, when {be did. Laura flips out of the houfe to 

go and telI her iiJ1er, that her father \Yas very an­

gry. Tliat moment a poor woman came up with 

three f mall children to the two fi.fters, and protcfl-­

eJ, that th e poor babes had not had a bit to eat of 

2 L~ hours, and fhe begged they wQuld befiow fome 

charity fo r their relief. Go, good woman, faid the 

e1 defi-. one meet; cwith ,zothing hut heggan, that will 

not let p,ople be quiet. Fair a'l'/d fa/tly, faid Laura, if 
)OU ct'.Ji!! gi<Ve be1· nothing, don't ahufe ber, And tak­

ing a foilling out of her pocket (it was her all) [he 

gave it rhe poor woman. Bet.fay made a jef1: of her 

fi ller, and faid, )'OU m11fl be ,z;e,y Jilly; herr, pu ba<t1e 

hren three months getting 11p thi1 /hilling to go to the 

popprt -}ht~w, and norz.u f>ar t with it to thi; wreuh. l 

ca1, be, withcut the Jhn~·, Laura replied , l-ut thiJ poor 

:woman mufl ha'Ve bnad far h(Jr children. You are the 

11;ore afaolfar bdieving /Jer, Betfey took her up, per­

hap.r /he ba1 more monry than you , and ct1Jill /pend your 

Jhitling in fame diverfion. lfha_t may be, Jays Laura, 
hut a1 foe may alfo have told a trne jlory, I had rather 

nm the hazard o.f being deceirvetl~ than he hard- bear tit/,. 
B 5 . The 
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The gentlem~tn heard all their dif.courfe with the 
grea tefi a ttention, and faid to the two fifle rs, Jl,~y 
p retty girls, lit 1here be no more rwordr; here is each 
of you four pieces, and you may go to the fhew, 
when. you pleafo. I am greatly obligated t1 pu, Sir, 
Laura faid, and made- a v.ery low courtef y, but a 1 I 
a.J?J_ in no ri»ant ef money, ·gi-va me lea-ve not to accept 
y.oun . L prudenLyour.g ri.J)oman , mujl never accept any 
thi..ng from men ; . but ; •et, if _you an Jo dtjirous to mahe 
me a pre/c:nt, lrraufa ,·au are ./o gcnerouJ ; f sjt?cvJ this 
gald on that toor 'V.ioman; and l .foali rjleem it as g reat 
an abl1gation, as if I had received it my /elf Wi th 
that fhe wcr,t off. Nerve1· do it, fays Bffjey to the 
gentleman. Did net I Jell Jou , tbat my jijler '"uJas a 
poor filly creature? l'Vho e•v er head o.f g i<v ing f ouP 
guineas to fa ch m1 objtB, ,,»hen we ha''.Je fa many things 
lo bu_)' . , No,1,,v, Sir, gi'L•t me t he mone)' my fojler refufid:r , 
a11d 1 v..,i/l gi-ve thi1 ,woman theftiliing I have . 

The gentleman anf wered,. You }hall ha<Ve the oight 
guinea.r ; t ut t his mujl nat- hinde1· me gi-ving the jo,,r ; 
they are )'our jtjllf.r's , jiuce l made her a prefent cf 
.th6m; and /he 'W41S at libert_y to difp,fa of them, as foe 
pl:eafed. 
· When B-etfry left th's. g~ntleman, his head was fuH 
of very forious r eflcEtions. Good God! thought he , 
liFhy is the Joungei· fifer lifs beautifu l than the eld6r,- or 
~i.:hy dors the ela'er rwant the Je,,fa of the yxmger? Af­
fc,r all, it is a -;1.a./1!rfi to marry a ve11,, face, and not 
a po.fan r,f -rha1aBa and .... wo1·th. lf I n:any llccfcy, 
£-l'ltl /he be ta.ken the 11ext day v..0h the Jina/I po.x, 
then cv.;ould be 11ot hi11g left. 
_ Mean while, away fot~ Bo•tfey and tells her fa ­
ther, v,;har a great Ja.dy ihe \Vas robe; and that a 
no-1.J·le lord h~d promifed her marriage . At .firfr her 
futhar laughed at her, but npon her fhew ing the 
~uincas and her acqua;nting llirn, that my lord wa s . ..., • l , h 1 to corae ,1ga1n t,1e ne.,;t cay, e was at anon-pus. 

13f'~fty 
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Bet.fey made aJI the ha.fl:e fhe could to buy up all 

the ribbands and lace in the vi11age, and fer all the 

fea mfl-reffes and work - women co work. At night 

fhe dreffod herfe1f out, an~ away to the poppet 

ihow. H is JordJhip was not expected, rill the da y 

follo \ving, and Betfey was lorh to mifs t his oppor­

tunity of appearing . All this time her lover was 

in great agiratior,.s and knew not how to refol ve. 

Bctjey's behaviour was very forward ; he obferved 

that fhe was hard -hearted, intere.!ted and felfiih; 

but then :fh e ·was fo beautiful, that he could nor for­

bear excufing her. .!f foe cu:aJ eager f or a little mo-

11e_;1, /he only ru..:a1;ted it, he thought, to drifs more a ­

greeably and to plea_µ' me . She l;veJ mt' , be faid , I 

could difrovcr it in b.er looks. This gentleman bad 

& <Va let de chr1 mbre, a lad of wit, and who in pity 

fhrugged up his fhoultlers, whili1: he heard his mar­
t er talk at chis wild rate. /iP ha t doejl thou laugh at 

fays his lord? Laugh? fays he I am much more dif­

pefed to oy. You belie:ue, my lord, tha t l ittle animal 

loves ) 'Ou ; hut let me tetl Jou, Jhe 011 /y love; _your mone_;,, 

Give me leave to put on ; ·our bejl fuit; I will gi'Ve mJ-

falf out for a duke ; and though 1 am heartily ugly, I 

krww foe r»ill / ooner ntarry me, than your lord/hip. Do 

fo, fays my Lord; it is but t hree miles to my feat 

of Ch-nr; take my lafl birth~day juit, tha( embroi_,• 

dered in .gold; and come bark to me, J 1Ju will find me at 

this tavern . 
Whi!ft th is m afcarade was getting read y~ poor 

Laura wa.~ in great trouble·, She th cugbt this- gen.:. 

tlem<1n very amiable, and foe found an inclina6011 

coming on :tor him againfl: her will; when her fifier 

accofted her and nor without fcolding !1er very 

roundly acquainted her with the fucceis of her ge­

nerofiry. T, uef;,, fays fhe , it becomes ),'Ou mighti(y to he 

generous rJ.Jith othe,· prople; money-. l Jhall nerverforgi-ve 

the faur gzhieas. Tbis account of his noble cha1 icy 
- ~ri~j 
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('.!ntirely gained him Laztra's heart. As ihe feared 
difcovering her inclination, fhe refol ved not to be at 
h ome, when he came. But fhe was fairly catched; 
ihe fa w him come that evening and endeavoured to 
r ..: rire. He came alone; his man underfbrnding 
tklt BetJry vras gone to the 1hev.r, went thitl~er in 
his mafl-er's coach . This gentleman defired of the 
f.trrncr to let Laura keep him co ,npan y till her 
Jif.ter returned ; Jhe complied in ducy to her fa­
th er's ordc:rs . The converfation began with a re­
qnef'r to Laura, that ihe would acguain t him with her fifier's imperfeHions. Bot laura far from tak­ing any fo_h advamage to Je{Ien his good opinion 
of Bet/ey, faid :i.11 rhe handfome things fhe coulu of 
her fiCT:er without prejudice to truth, and endea­
voured to excufe her failings . Mean time the 
counterfeit duke was vowing and protefi:ing to the 
proni c0untry-fafs, that ihe was the greatefi beauty. 
in the world, and that he :fhould efi:eem himfelf 
m ore than happy, if -Jhe w ould condefcend to be 
a ducchefa by marrying her humble iervant. Bet.far, 
who bad only pretendei to love her firfi: ii1ark out 
of mere ambition and interdt, thought it more ad­
Y:Lntageous to be a dmchds than barely a lady, and 
adviid the new·-fangled puke to make hafre and 

btciin her fit.thcr's confont before a certa in gentle­
man in th~ co 1ntry came to mal'c prop ofa.ls . The 
r-va!~t de chaJ/ibre coached her home; but though it 
was excdilve cold , all the glaHes mufl: be let down 
t'iat ihe might be fren by her neighbour; in the vi l­
Ja;e . Gue.ls lrnw 1he was fo.rpr;Led ro find her fidl: 
hver at her father's_; but however when he re­
prri"cbc~ h t r wi th inconffancy, foe recovered her 
fpirirs '.0 fa r a :; to tel1 him, r:1a t fbe was only in • j1~f1-, an:l had never lovd him. Cf ake m ; Jif!er to 
omfr,,·t J?U, fail fh.::, and lau0 h"d at him to his face 
i.Ll u. rnoir inf !ring and ic 'Jrnf ui n1anncr. Tha t is 

t:ot 



D I A L O G U E I. 13 

not fa ill ad<Vifed, he replied, and if Laura r-will but 

confent, 1 }hall think my(el_f extremely hapPy in 

reCt!i<Vtng her from Iser father';_ handJ. Laura caft 

her eyes down, but rhis did not hinder the gentle­

man pe rceiving, that: fhe had n o averlion to the 

match; and ihe a!Iured him very modeJ!y, that 

fhe eH:eemed his perfon for his v irtue, more than 

for his riches. The marriage contraft was cirawn 

up and figned; the val et de chambre having laid 

down the duke, came in his ufoal cloth.'.) to v.-aic 

upon his mafier ancf informed Brtjey he had only 

jefted wirb her. Bf'tpy's defj_)ai r laH:ed as l ong as 

her life ; no one wonld be troubled· wich a woman 

of her charc;aer; fhe lived to be old and ugly, and 

never had any offer_ made her; whereas Laura 

Ii ved quite h~ppy v-;ith her husband. 

Mrs . .Affable. Indeed, Jady Mary, this little no­

vel is perfrB:Jy well contrived. Virtue is reward­

ed, and vice punifhed . Something though feems co 

he wanting; ihould not Laura after her marriage 

have been very kind to her parents, and even to 

her ill-temoered fifter. 
Lady M ~1y. Very right, Mrs. Affah!e, that fl1ou1d 

have been. Lady PYitty was about asking you a_ 
n.· ;i quen10n. 

Lady Witt)' . You faid, Mrs . Affable, that we muff: 

never t alk of ourfelves, or any thing that belongs 

to us. What can we talk of? why, really, nothing 

~He pleaies us 
l\t!rs. AffaMe. I am very glad lady Witty, tb~t 

you have asked this quefl-ion ·; it gives me an op­

portun'iry to f_peak of ievera1 important matters, 

which I beg you will hear with a tt~'ntion. I have, 

read in a pretty" fort of a fairy -tale the defrrip­

tion of the 'Temple of Sel_f-lo<r;e, It is extremely 

well foited to explain what I am _about to fay. 
A rrince. 
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A pTince was led by Love to this tern ple, and was 
accoil:ed by an officer, a- military man, who pluck't 
him by the ileeve and faid, <Jhis 1tmp!e •was razfed to 
prr.fn·-ve t/;e memory of all the great t::clion; 1 haeve per­
formed ti? m_y life. Do you Jee that figure upon the al-
Jar? It repre.fents me ; the fiatue is unieve1Ja /ly ad­
mired and re(peBed b_v all. :!he painting; that adom the 
temj'le are all the battles attd Jieges that l have been 
en-gaged in. N eever mind that dotard, fays a beauti­
ful woman, that rook the prince by the othe:- arm, is 
it 110! as d :ar as n1JOn-daJ1, that lam t1e p•1Ion repre. 

Jented ujrm the altar ; and th,"tt the incenjr, cwhichfimakes 
there, is offired lo me? 'The pi/lures a, e dra-1_1.:n for a 
crowd o/ hvers that 'lt.'ore my cb:iins. Rra/91 ma­
dam , fays a poet, I can rt but ad,,., ire JOU and your fine 
fa ncies. 1 am the ouly -f' e1fr;n adored in the temple; to 
be convinced, read !hat <1uriting in the Jir;1 fitlure. 
'Tis an ode I made rwhen I c-waJ a mere youth. Cf hat other 
pillure reprejents one of my comedies . <fake notice of that 

, throng of .fpellators feiz ed with ac(miration; they are 
,wholly taken up rwirh me and the performance. Yuu are 
all mad, fays the prince; rwho has plaa.d m► Jiatue 
up-on the altar I cannot fa)', but there I am ; and the 
piclures drjcribe- the famauJ chaces that I ba,ve Jeen 
rwhcn I hunted. Lo-ve, who had guided t he p1·ince 
to the temple explained the riddle and ftru ck him 
with a paffion for a charming princefs; upon which 
all otherobjecrs difappeared; and he could only fee 
the objefr he loved. Henceforward, fays L1'Ve ta 
him, be convinced, thatfalf-lo-ve Ferfoades mortals, 
rhat the ·whole world is only taken up with th em, 
their raleAts, their wir, and intere/}; and t!rnt they -
crnntinually {hive to keep up this idea of rhemfelves, 
without once th.inking, that all are roo full of Jelf­
lo-ve to think of any thing elie. 

Remember theie lafr v;rords-, ladies; that fame 
Jelf-lo:ue- which engages you to ipeak of yourfelves,. 

poi._ 
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pofie!Tes the perfons that h€ar you; th ey th ink they 

are wronged by your pretenfions to be the figure 

upon the alrar, and will leave no means umrieJ to 

he pl.aced there even a t your ex pence. \Vould you 

be lovd and be in requefr with alJ, ca{l- /clf-/or,.;~ a­

fide, and find room in your heart for the Jove and 

eO:eem of others. Infi-ead of hreaking their heads 

with what concerns you, and is nothing to them, 

.fpeak of their affairs, hear their Jong and tedious 

narratives with complaifance; Jet them chink, tliac 

you fee them with pleafure upon the altar, and tbat 

you are fin ccrely pleafed with the efreem which 

they chink to have deferv~d . 
Lady Witt ,. And whili1: I applaud thefilf-lurvs 

of others , what will become of mine ? It muft 

make a very mean figure. I am wilJing, rhat o ­

thers fhould have their ihare of eil-eem and rcfp~a; 
it would be uojufr to claim it all. But why may 

not every one have their turn ;:i 

_ JV1rs. Affable. N aching, my de:;.r, is more natu­

ral th an your apprehenfr:m in this regard; and I 

am charmed with your finceriry. You are con­

cerned for the figure your own fllf•lv'Ve would 

makf. If it was \ve11 apprifed of it's own inte1eij, 

it would foon be fatisfied, t hat it appears with the 

greatefl: advantage; for nothing can pleafe more 

than to leave your compaJ1y charmed with your be".' 

ha-viour, to fee chat they are forry _to part, and glad to 
meet aga in, with you. Commonly f1Jeaking ourfelr­

lo<ve is to'J coarf~ to relifh chi s e:x.g uifi re and re­

fined pleaforc ; and the paffion thinks irlclf wronged9' 

when it is not a t liberty to t rample all the world 

under foot . ff this be the cafe, ladies, let fe/,f­

l1Jve fret and complain, 'tis an ungracious gueft and, 

it were to he w ifhed , t hat it found fo poor a wel­

come among,(l: us, as to ieek 0th.er quarters, 
Lady 
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-- L1.dy Set1JiMe. But, Mrs. ,4jfah!P,_ you often fay 
our /i{f-!o'Ve ; vr hy fhould you be brought in ? Have 
you any /elf-lov e? I could never perceive .it. 
. Lady Ala ry I am ibarper J'ighted, than you are, 
madam; I have obferved tha t defecl: in Mrs . Af-

fable . Y nu wont be angry, 1\1rs. ,1jf.,6!r ; for you 
have often iaid that you loved fuch as told you 
of your failings . 

JA:rs. Affid1tc . I am fl:ill in the fame .. mind, my 
decH ; ancl to fhe,v how thankful I am for the good 
offic , I promile you a very prec t y book. And 
n0w, d 0 ar la<l y Mary , ceJl me in what particular I 
have betrayed. fel/ -lo<Ve . 

Lady Ma,y , YVhy ; yon fpeak too often in com• 
mendarion of th d~ ladies and- me. We are in a 
manner your children, J\/{rs. Ajf(/ble; and in as 
rnuc:1 a.s you love us and are taken up with us, 
you imagine all the world mufl be fo too . There 
is a lady, a friend of yours; fhe fays ihe is jufr 
wearied with that fort of talk . 

.Jv1rs . Afa6le . That lady, my dear, is no friend. 
Don't tell who fue is; I fuould be fo angry, at 
her. 

Lady J/lai:)' , How fo ! would you be angry be­
cauie ihe has difcovered a faul t of yours? 

Mrs Affab/e. Not for finding out a fault, but for 
t hat fhe has not been fo kind as to give me a 
fr iendly w arniog . You are my good friend, lady 
lvla,:J, and I can never forget the kincl iervice you 
ha ve done me. I mufl: confefs, children, I fpeak 
t oo often of you, but 'tis beca ufe I love you, and 
I cannot fay bu t it is with fome return on my­
fdf for the plcafare of having my ta]enrs admired 

_ in the progrefs of yours. I am no t unlike fuper­
annuated grandmothersJ who take pride in the 
beauty of their grand-daughters, becaufe it may be 
thought from the beauty of their poflericy, tbat 

they 
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they have formerly been beautiful themfeh·es. 
V✓d] ladies, I promife to mend; and this may 
encourage others tliar fee my defects, to let me 
kno\v the fame. It is time to pan, d1.;ar children. 
This fhall go for a vifit, and no Jdion; tho' I 
think it has· been very long. 

Lady fVitty. And I think it has been very foort. 
Vifits, converfations , leffons, 'tis all one to me, 
and I look upon them as pafrimes. 

!vtrs. Affable. It pkafes me much, my dear, to 
find you in rr~eie ientiments. You will bring your 
fa dies ro our next meeting. Let them come early, 
that we may make fome Iirt)c acquaincance be­
fore the k:ffon. Now I mufi teJJ you we foall 
have another lady, lady Sincere. I hope ycu wiH 
all love her, as much as I do, for, inde<::d, ihe is, 

. b' very amia ie. 

D I A L O G U E II. 

Mrs. AFFABLE, Lady WITTY, Mifs RURAL. 

Lady Witty. 

G IVE me leave Mrs. Affable to introduce, 
Jvli[s /?.ura!; ibe longed fo for the honour of , 

your acquaintance, that ihe would not wait for the 
other young ladies, our friends. 

Mrs. /.jfa6!e. I am greatly pleafed with what 
you fay and much obliged to you. As I am ~ 
ihanger -to the ycung lady, her impatience mull: 
be the eifeEI: of the good character you have given 
me. I muH: endeavour to keep up to the favour­
able idea 1he has formed of me, from what you 
have faid to my advantage. She looks very baih-.., 
ful. You muit be u11der no fear, Mijs; you do.n't 

come 
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come to fchool here, but a meeting of young fa.­
dies. We have no fla ttery, no refiraint or cli iiem­
bling among11: us. Ls.dy FYitty tells me you have 
lived altogether in the country ; the fim pJicity of 
our converfation wJl be the more agreeable. 

Jviifs Ru , al. Yes, Madam ! 
1\4.rs. t1ifable. Do you like the French language; 

can you foeak it a Jirt k . 
• l . 

l\1iis R u, al. I like ti.1e language very well ; but 
I fpeak it i !J. . 

M rs . Affable . You tremble, chi ld, and fcarce 
dare oper, your mouth. You mufl- not be afraid 
of me; if you are, . you will never love· me. 

Mifs Rural. Oh, no ! I am not afraid of you. 
Lady fif/i tty:. I am rea]}y out of all patience. I 

am fore, .Mrs. A.ff.able, takes you fora ncdd_y . Well! 
I have been caught once. y our llJama might fay 
what fhe would to mine, of your wit and capa­
city ; I laughed nnd did not believe a word of it. 

l\1rs. A.ff able. You are much too hafl:y in judging. 
Mifs is bafhful and unaer fome confofion; that 
may not prevent us fo much in her favour; but 
it would be ext~mely cruel to judge from mere 
appearances. An ancient ufod to fay, /p1ak, that 
1 may know thee. \:Ve muft wait for this proof; 
otherwife we may ~afily mill:ake . Mt '.f has only 
ii,cke four words, but they were all much to the 
purpofe. Befides, my dear, it regu.ires a great d,eal 
of wit to !hew a very moderate cap::..city in a 
language, which one does not poffefs. The diffi­
culty of finding readily proper t erms clogs the 
imagination. Pray t ell me, dear !l'iifs, why you 
prefer the country to the town. 

Mifs Ru1·al. I know the advantages of the coun­
try, and am n ot fore the town w.i.11 afford the like; 
fo that I rather fear, t han hate the town. 

MrS-. Ajfab!,. Upon my word a. mofr fenfible 
an-
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anfwer ! prudent perfons cannot forbear being un­
der fome apprehen!ion, when they change their fi ­
t uation. How do you ipend your time in the coun­
try, l\!li[s? 

Mifs Rural. V/all.:tng about , reading, vifiting, and 
being vil1.tecl by young lauies of our acqJai.mance. 

Mrs. Affable. And, pi-ay lvlifs ; wbu books have 
vou read . 
J J\1iL Rural. Htrodotu.i, fome pa-rt of the. Roman 
hiflory, a great number- of Sermons, the SptBato-r 
and !-Ar. Locke's woi ks. 

l\frs. Affable. What! bf' Iieve me, th efe books ar~ 
for almoit grown up young women. Vi/hat i your 
opinion cf j\ifr. Lr;rke ! 

J\1ifs. Rural. T,,1 y opin1on is .... but here come 
a great many lad~es. Give me lea vc to hear and­
t.-0 fay no more. I have no difficulty to (peak be­
fore you; but before thefe Jadie5 I cannot. 

Lady loui/a. I come Mrs. Affable jn hopes that 
you will confirm Ly word of mouth the Jea-ve you 
gave us by lady Tf/itty, to wait upon you- and to be 
admitted in qua.fay of your fcholars. I fpc'slk for 
myielf and company; ·1ady Lucy is fo baihfol, that 
one vrnuld take her to be in an ague-fit by her 
trembling, and I dare fay fhe will not venture t0 
open her mouth this week. 

Mrs . Affable. She ihall be \),rich "J\lf:.iis,Rural; they 
will I hope, recover this baihfolneDi one as foon 2.s 
the otber. But, ladies, there is one thing gives me 
fame concern. Vile have foveral younger Jadi~s in 
our fociery; and I muft make uie of the plaine ft 
terms and cle<'.refi- expreilions to phKe their inflru<;:­
tiom more within their reach. This, ladies, will 
be tedious, I frar. 

Lady Lucy. For my part I fl10uJd. be very forry 
to be the }e3..f1: hindrance to thole Jadies. Pray, 
Mrs. A.f!able, forget our age; we fh.a)l be very 

happy, 
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happy, I fpeak of myfelf at 1eaf1, to know a? much 

a~ they do. 
Lady louifa. Upon my word, 1\.-frs. Affable, you 

ha:.1e fot out here with a miracle. For I can fafely 

fay, ~hat m ore than half of lady Lucy's acquaint­

ance have never heard her fay fo much ac_once. 

1\1:rs. Affable. This bears crue11y hard on your 

friend, Nladam ; you mufr give me leave to take 

her part a Jin le. To be too bai11 fol is certainly a 
defect; but becom es a young lady much more 

t han the oppolite extreme, fo common at prefont. 

A sk lady Senfible, w:rnt foe drinks. ·· 

L~dy Senjible . If I mufr give my opinion, I',frs • 

.A.ffable, I mul'c own ro theie l:dies, that I rook 

great oflence at rhe fhange freedom I obl erved a­

mong rh e young lad ies in Franre, and chiefly t!1 e 

married women. I was partly in the ,,,rong, for 

i\1rs. 4Jfable convinced me, that this did not h inde r 

rheir being very difcreet witha. 1; bur, -in r,,~ali ty, 
that free, bold, thoughtlefs air made me put a quite 

contrary conihuE'r ion on t heir behaviour; an d. I 

have found Jeveral foreign gentlemen in the lame 

way of thinking. 
Mrs. Affable. Exceffes am always to be avoid­

ed; and a modeft a{forance is very commenclable. 

Ah! here are two young fa.dies tha t I have rhe 

honour of introducing to this company Good 

morrow to you, ladies . Well ·! you arc very de­

fo:om n be perfect in your French and to learn all 

tha t I teach thefe ladies ; are you not? 
M i[s S ,, hia. Yes indeed, dear M rs. Ajf,1Ue . I af­

fure you I have not fl ept of all night; I longed fo 

to fee you . 
. Mifa Bella. The de ire of learning ic; the dif­

te :11per of t he wh le fam~ly; my poor little fiCT:er 

Fallll_Y cried fadly, . when we came away It was to 

no purpofe. to tell h r, that fhe cl.id not talk French 
and 
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.:z.nd cou1d not come with us; fhe begun to undcr­
fl:a nd it fhe faid; and I was fain to promife I w ould 
ask your leave to bring her to you the next t im,.,. 

l\lfrs. Affable. How old is fhe ? 
Mils Sophia. Five and a half; but then {he is 

extremely fenfi ble of her 2.ge. She has Jearn'c to 
.read A-ench and to write in for ty eight Jefions and 
lall: fo m mer fhe taught her little fiiter, who can 
alfo read French. 

A1 rs. Affable . She deferves the favour you ask 
for her; pray bring her to the next Jeffon; I am 
very willing {he iLould come. Now we only 
want lady Violent; but here i11e is. Good morro 1v 
to you , Madam. 

Lady Violent. Good morrow 1 
1\'irs. /1._tfable . Now we rnufl: t ake up again the 

:bifl:ory of the Ho-iy Scripture, where we broke o:lf. 
V✓ho v./as to begin, children? I have really fo rgot . 
. . . . . . Lady Violent , you look mightily out of 
forts. 

Lady Violent. I look as I really ~m. I hate 
F,·eri ch, and Mrs . .Affahle I don't like you at all. 
'Tis much againfr my will I come hi.ther, but 
Mama will have it fo . I ·mufl: obey and am fore to 
,ha..ve a tedious t ime on't . 

Mrs . .A.ffab!e. And I am fore that it will prove 
other ·.Jvife, and tha t you will dote on m e be.fore 
t hree months are over. You iha ke your head , 
a1_1d don' t believe a word I fay; but I know lady 
Yio!en.t l::etter than fhe does herfelf. You have a 
great ihare of w;t ; and it is impoili ble for you 
not to be plea icd at lafl: wich our excrcifcs. A s 
t o rny1clf, l\,fadam , my pride js nor a little con­
cerned. You fay you don' t Jov e rne . I muft 
barrJc it out with you to g~dn th at h~art ; we 
fo.ali foe in th e end, who gets tl e better. 

La<l_y 
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La-dy Vialent. I carrnot but fmile at your bat­
tling; what if you don'tge.t the better? lf I go on, 
and nei ther like you nor your le:ffo.A.s ; will you 
promiie me y~ur intereft \vrrh mama to prevail upon 
her, nev er to fend me bicher avin? 

Mrs. Ajfahle. That I will, and I engage my word 
qf honour. Fix yom· own time for the nial. I 
could ventuse a wag-er, that three months hence 
you would be extremely mortified nor to frequent 

· our leHon any longer. _ 
Lady /7iolcnt . I have fern you ofren enough thefe 

two years, and the mi:rade you promifed is iEll 
to c-ome. And all th1.s time I have been hfartil y 
tired of you and your Jefions. · 

l\!Irs. Affable . H ad I beery in your room, my dear, 
I :fhould ha ve been frill m.ore weary than you. Then 
I only p:nt word'S inro yrmr little noddle, whi½h is 
made for thing1, and not mere words. Now th at 
ycm kno w French, you will undedland what is 
fa.id, and, I repeat it once more, it will be impcf)l ­
b]e fo r you to diilike our exercifes. For my 1-art 
I ilra-11 be fo fond of you, tha t I defy you to be un­
grateful. I can work miracles; do you hear, my 
dear. Ask hdy Char /ot te and Jady 1. empejl . They 
were nvo little lions, and I made them Iambs. 
Don't you remembe1\ ladies, tha t jui'r before I 
wen t fo r Prance, lady Chai-lotte ga v-e her maid a 
box on t:1e t:ar ; ai"!d that I defired her, by way of 
repairi ng this fault, to wait upon her maid at ta­
ble, \vhich lady Temtrfl fa. id, would make tli e maid 
ver y fa ucy. A sk wh eth er it turned out fo. 

Lady Charlotte. Quire cont rary, ladies; , the poor 
creature would not fit dow n ; fhe ,vas a.ll in tears, 
and wou'd by no mea ns comply, ti il I prevailed 
with repeated inrreaties. Ever fince that, foe bas 
been rirnch better t empered , and has begged my 
pardon a hundred times; indeed f11e has not yet 

for <riven l:> 
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forgiven Mrs. AjfaMe, for being, fhe fays, the 
cauie of all this ado. 

l\1rs . Affa6le. Lady Charlotte has not told -ilt, 
ladies ; it is but jnfr, that as I have- put her upon 

-declaring her mifdeeds, I ihould make known ner 
goo::l aEl:ions. Some days after fhe had done this 
penance, as :fhe was coming home from a.iring, ihe 
bought a handkerchief, and t wo yards of ribband, 
to make a prefent to her maid. Pray, my dear, 
what did you mean by this prefcnt? 

Lady Charlotte. I feared D1e might think I bad 
complied with the penance in fpite, and againfi: my 
will. And to fhcw that I obeyed willingly and 
freely, and that I was not at all forry, tha t fhe had 
fat down at my requeft to he waiced on; I thought 
it would look well, if I made her a prefent of that 
trifle . · · 

Ivfrs. Affahle. You thought, and acted like a 
young lady of great fenfe. Have not I told you, 
ladies, that the dragoons, as I call them , or the itur­
dy and higb -fpirited ones, always turned out the 
beG:. A sk dear lady Charlotte, whether fhe did 
n-'Jt feel a fenfible pleafure in obeying, an1 fob­
mirting to that humiliation. Afrer all, fue bad be­
haved like a fervant, when fhe ihuck her n- aid ; 
nay , fbe had desafod herfolf, :fJ1c came down far 
beJow the degree of her maid, Ly yielding to her 
pailion; nor cou!.d foe recover her rank, but by a 
reoan:rion of her fa uJr. 

tady Charlotte . After I ha~ d(')ne it, I affore you, 
1v1rs . .AJfahle, that I wa:; as Jigh t as :.t fe?.th er . I 
remembered. the pr;nceE, you rn.encioned, \vho rc:­
paired the ' fault fhe had co1c1mitted , by chiding, 
without reafon, a woman of her wardrobe; this 
t ook off' the dread I had of the pefjance ; fo r, 
t hrmght I, fl1e was-a much greater lady, than I can 
pre ten-' to be. 

!vi rs. 



124 The You1ig Ladies Magazine, 

- _ Mrs. Ajfahle. A filly girl asked me the other dai;, 
what purpofe all this reading ferved . Now, you 
fee it, ladies. We meet in books with many ex­
amples, that encourage virtue. Lady Charlotte 
111.ade her ad vantage of that of I\1ademoifelle de 
Bea ·~iollois to repair her fault. 

l\1ifs Molly. You promifed -us fome farther par­
ticuhrs about that princefs and her fifier. 

l\rhs. Affahle. Her fifter m_arried the prince of 
Conti, and led the life of an angel in the midft of a 
court. As !he gave berfelf wholly to devorio r1, 
ilie left off putting on any paint, and was very lorh 
.to lofe time in drefiing. It was obferved to her, 
that this alteration ,,.,,as difagreeable to the prince, 
l.lpon which 11-ie rook care to drefs, and fer hedelf 
out as ufoa l. She was perfoaded , that great de-

. vorion w:is not in~onfiftent with fubmiili on, and her 
beft endeavours to pleafe her hufband . I fa w her 
a.bou t -a fortnight before her death; fhe was fur­
-p rifmgly beautiful. The princefs was about t wen ­
ty three years ·of age, and did not ihew the leaft 
regret and repugnance to leave the world. She was 
m ofl perfoaly refigned to the difpenfations of pro­
vidence ; foe never made the leafr complaint of her 
pli yficians, th ough it wa s generalJy thought they 
had occafi.oned her death by letting her blood too 
-ofr en . 

Lady Witty. Oh! -what piry, that fo beautiful and 
fo virtuous a princefa fhould be taken off in the 
.flower of her youth! Pray, what became of her 
fi fter ? 

JVIrs . AJ!ahle. She died of the fm all-pox, when -
J1 ie was but eighteen. H er p~1ilions ,vere m ore vio­
lent than her fifrer's.; but, v,1ith all her fire anJ 
fpri ghclinefs, fl1c gave many proofs of good ienfe, 
.as you have feen; and did many good actions. Her 
hear t was as noble as her b:nh. She would play 

and 
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and game for her women and the poor, that is, ihe 

g~ll that :lbe won , I had this account fro1_n on?. 

fo entirely devoted to her, that though the pnns;eis 

left her a yearly penfion, :lbe could never get over 

her death, and in a ihort time died · hedelf of a 
broken heart. ., 

Lady Witty. It would be a plea!ure to be kind 

to fervancs, if they \lmuld be grateful; but the mofl: 

- part have no affeEtion for their matters and only 

ferve for theh· own ends. Ml-. 

_ 1\frs. Affable. I might .anf wer that good mu CT: be 

done, merely to be recompen'ied by the gratit~de 

of the perfons we have benefited, but out of chrif­
tian and humane motives ; but let thefe be dropt. 

You fay that you are ferved by your dorn eHics 

from interefled views: Pray, what other motive 

can they have, _when they are treated with har:lb­

nels and pride, which diipofe their [elf-love to re­

volt; for they have their fhare of felf-Iove as well 

as we ? Do you defire tbat they fhould be well af­

fected to _you? Shew your affection to them, loo}~ 

upon them as your children; they will love you 

ns their mother. Cornm"iferate their want, don't 

offer to crufh them under the weight of au thoriry; 

thy will refpeB: your rank, love your perfon, and, 

you may depend upon it, will come down, and 

very feely, lower than you would venture to re­

quire of them. Bu~ you muft obferve, ladies, that 

l only in!iCT: upon being kind to, , not meanly fami­
liar with them; that would bring you into con­

tempt, never Jet your maid be your confident. A,. 
void, with care, all occafions for foch forvices 

from them as you would not willingly own. 

Tbis would make you dependent, and rake away 

the liberty of checking them; when they are in 
fault , 

, 

C Lady 
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Lady SenjiUe. l\1ay I have leave to entertain the­
tadies with the. account of two flaves, who facri­
ced their lives for their mafiers? 

· Mrs . .Affa:h!e. Y 011 a.re very welcome, my dear. 
We haveread it in .a romance .; there may be fame 
dafu of the fable in the ci.rcumflances. The fob. 
france is certainly true; and the fact has h·appened 
more than ohce among the Romans ; they treated 
their fla ves with great humanity ; thefe in return 
1vere very affectionate to their mafiers. 
· Lady S.enfible. Nero the Roman emperor was very 
wicked and cruel. Two {lrangers, who had pre­
vented his carrying off a woman he fell in love 
with, were defiined to fall vicl:ims to his rage. 
As no a8:ion l~y againfi .them, who had committed 
no crime, he choie to have them privately mur­
thered. They had each a faithful flave, who dif­
covered the Emperor's defign again11 their maf­
ters, and took the generous refolution to venture 
thei-r lives to fave theirs. The mafiers were then 
in the country, arJ.d one of the ilaves fent them a 
letter to this purpofe. 

Upon the receipt of this learue Italy; )'Our li<Ves 
.are in dat1.ger; but as )10U cannot r.etire to any place 
.out of t/,e 'Tyrant's df1tninions, change JDttr- names.' We 
•1.,vi/1 1·eturn to yo2,, when it /hall pleafa the God,. 

The two frranaers knowing the fidelity of their 
foi.·varrts, fullowed the advice given them, though 
r~1ey were not acquainted with ~heir reafons. 

- l\.ilean while the fl.aves, who were apprif.d, that the 
houfo was·to be broke open at night, put on each 
a foit of their mafier's ; but upon refl eA:ion that 
t hei r impc fi.ng upon the Tyrant would be dif­
covered after their death, they took knives and 
c-ur -their faces in foch a manner, that it would be 
impoffi ble to ~now - them again. They executed 
their defign with ~ourage; the murthere rs cam e 

1n, 
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in, andfoonlaid:the generous Daves on the floor, ·wlro 

wallowed in their blood running from the wounds 

they received from thefe a{[Jiirts and from them­

felves. There happened to be a woma-n in the 

hou(e, who at firfl: \vas under the greatefl: fright; 

.put when the i:iil:rumenrs of Nero's cruelty left 
the houfe, ibe went µp to the-room and found that 

'one of the fia ves was not morrall y wounded ; as 

~:fhe was making all pofiibie diligence -to affiil: him, 

he would not fufter any dreffing, 'till h·e had fworn 

,her to fecrecy. The care fhe took of the fla ve 
-was attended with fuccefs ; and he fet ou.t lo find 
1his rnail:er. The gentleman could nc5t refofe his 
-tears to the melancholy firuation he faw his faith­

:ful fervant in, all disfigured with the ga01es he had 

cut in his face for his fake. He ·would have divid­

ed his fortune with him, but the .heroic fla ve would 

•never forfake• his mai'cer and ended in his fervice 

that life, which he had fo generouf:ly ventured to 

fave his mail:er's. . 
Lady 'Tempefi. What ,need was there of fu:ffering 

·thcmfelves to be murthered? Might not they, as 

well, and much better, have gone to- thci-r -mat:. 

:rers in the country and efcaped with them', as 

they had ti me enough to do ? 
Mrs. Affable. No, my dearr; lady Senjihle oh• 

ferved to you, that Nerr, commanded almoO: the 

wh.o]e world . To whatever place they -mtgh~ have 

·renred, he wou Id have found means to diftover 

-and to defhoy them. This was the fla ves reafon 

for adviling the change of names. The only means 

t o fave them was to perfuade the tyrant, that 

they w ere no more. 
L-.1dy W itty . They had noble fouls and ·deferved 

to be born in a better condition. 
Mrs. Ajfa hle. W hy, my d.,ar ? A 11 conditicms 

a.re equal in the fight of God, and even in the 
C 2 thoughts 
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thoughts of a wife man. There is no fuch thing 
as a mean and difhonourabre condition. Men in­
deed difgrace their refpettive fiations, when they do 
nnt difrharge the ducic:s of their fiate. All the per­
feDion God reguires of chem is a faithful compli­
ance with the obligations ead1 have in their rank. 
Whoever does this deferves refpecr, and is arrived 
at the pitch of glory, for which he was defi-ined. 
Vj rtue is to be honoured in every rank, even that -
of a fervant. If they chance co fail in their duty, 
for they are bur men, we mull: take them up with 
·mildnefs and charity, and bear with defecl:s we 
cannot correcl:, provided they are but faults of 
wectkneis, inadvercency, and which do not proceed 
'from the malice of a corrnpted heart. That mu­
rual forb earance is only what we owe in jufiice to 
one another; and it is neceffary that thoie whom 
,i.,·e ierve f110uld bear with us, as we bear with our 
forvants. 

Lady /!Vitty. 11rs. Ajfahle, we are no one's fer­
vanrs. 

l\!frs. A!fahle. You are in the right, 1\fadam; the 
ri c-h are not fervant , foch as wear liveries; but 
you and all mankind ferve each other, though in a 
d ifferent manner; and this maintains that true or­
der , which is fo neceiiary in the world. The work­
man fcrves_ the m erchant that employs him ; the 

. merchant thofe who take o:lf his merchandize. Th·e 
(Tentleman ferves a great man to enjoy his prorec­
-cion ; a grea t man fervcs the king and his minifi-ers, 

-in hopes of preferment, pJaccs, ~mploys, and af 
b eing confide red. This m'utual ftrvice and mutu:.d 
depenc.lance m akes men hRppy or miferable. If 
they were virtuous, it mufi m-tke them happy; it 
·w ould make the m polite, meek , refpecHul, com­
plaifa nrar,.d affe~tionare to one ~ther; 1c \~·ouJd unire. 
men b_y rh~ reciprocal want t i ey Han:l tn want c:,f 

cac'.1 
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each other, and banifh all coarfe beba viour, i m -

pertine'nce, pride, h~.rlbnefs, and in a word, :di th~ 

rnconvenicnces t hat are caufed by independanc :. 

Vve are willino- to be under fome confhaim on ac-

.;;, d . 

count of thole we want. \Ve en eavour to gain 

their e[}eem by a virtuous depo rtment, their gra­

t lruJe by faithful fervices, tbeir friendfhip hy ouL· 

attachment to them and their interclt ; ,1.re facrifi c:e 

our whims and fancies with hopes of being in<lcm­

nifi.ed by their giving up thei.rs in rhe fame mannc,·. 

~Ihus a mutual depencla.i;ice gives birth to al l foc:ial 

_virtu~s. But it happens that this fame de.pend.an ·c 

inn-ead of contributing to our happinels hecnm c '> 

.our p11nifhment, when we crufh with infolenr ~u­

thoriry thole that want m, and make th em pay for 

the coni1raint we h1 ve been unde.r with r::ganl t0 

.perfons, by whom we hnped to be_ bcncfi.reci. Bur, 

ladies, we have fpent a good deal of ti 1T1e; and no 

Jeffon has yet been repeated. Lady Se,jdle, plcale 

to gi~1 e us fome account of the 1)rovince of Britan_y. 

. Lady Senji!J!e. We have already obfervecl, that th e 

inhabitants of Great Britain to a void bei11g f1a vcs 

.to the Saxons croffed the fea and took refuge in t h~ 

.Gauls, and in a province called Anr.orica. They 

were commanded by a prince, whcife name was 

,Cr;nan, and who in all appearance came to terms 

with the -RomanJ at that time fl-ill .in pofidiion of 

.the Gau!J, -The new inhal.iirnnts of Armor:'ca cr1 vc 

.it ::heir own name; and when the Franks conqu~rcd 

the Gauls, Clovis dlf)fe to trea t with t,hem rather than. 

attempt fobduiflg them by force of .arms. Their 

.prjnces had tbe title of Dt1kes; an<l promi1ed ro pa y 

J10mage to the kings of Fra nce. In proce1s of rime 

fome of their dukes took the frile of king s ; buc 

France obliged them to refume that of du/.es. A 

great w.ar broke out in the thirteenth century, and. 

was occalioncd by two competitors for t!1e duchy. 

C 3 F, ance 
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FrtUtU fupeorted one and England the oth<:r-. Thfs­was not the only war which Britany . engaged the 
French in ; it was be!ides a,. retreat to ail the male-­content nobles in France. At fa.ft · Britany came by right of· inherhance to the r,rincefs Anne,. who mar­
ried king. Charin VIM, and afrer his derrnfe Lewis,: XU, ?Y whom. fhe had a daughter called.Jane, and, who _ was married.afterwards to Ffancis I. About · 
tha.t time Britany, as I rake it, was re-united to · 
Franu never to be difmembered again. · 

Britahy is-- divided into the upper andJout.!er. The capital of the upper is Rennes on the river la Vilaine. This city has a parliament and. is inhabited by.-. many of the noblefs. Yannes is the capital of the 
lower.. And here you find St. Ma/o's a very rich trading tO\:\-·n. Nantes- a famed place for its univer-­
fit y and commerce; the port of Br~/l, where the royal navy and the grand arfo.nal of the marine lies, . 
and Port l•Orien/ where the Eafi-lndia CO!npany have_ their ware houies. 

Thi-s province bas bred very great ·men- both for fca and land fervice, and among others the re­nowned Bertrand a'u Guefclin, who, from a private 
gentleman by birth, rofe to the degree of Confl.ahle t o the king.s of France and Cajli/Le. He was loved, 
and e.fl:eemed by all that knew him, even by the 
Englifh, though he was their fcourge. 

The Britons- are brave, open and faithful, but violent and rough, and rather too· much· a-ddit}ed to , .drink. · · 
.I\,frs . .Affable. Npthing can ·be better repeated, my dear; but -your exacr account ot Britany re­minds me, that we were not quite fo with refpea to· No,-mandy, which is alfo divided into the higher and. 

/0'1.JJer . The capital of the laft is Cam, and an uni­
verfity like Oxfard or Cam.bridge. We alfo· forgot tlte parliament at Rouenand the two ports Dieppe and 

· - Havre 
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1-la·vrt de Grace in the higher Normandy. The lafr 

pc,rt lies at the mouth of the river Seine. The fea 

or rather the great ocean, which leaves the cod } of 

Normandy is called the Brit,jh Channel, or the narrow 

Seas. 
Lady Louifa. I am really furprifed at lady Sen• 

Jihle's prodigious memory. 
Lady Lucy. And I am quire a:fhamed and now be­

gin to lofe courage. I have had mafiers of geogra­

phy many yea,rs, and ,·tis all I can do, to find ra 

town in the. map. · 

1\,f rs . .Affable. T here is a method to be obferved 

in placing cl1efe things prbperly in one's head ; on 

the or.her hand there needs not fo . much -memory 

as you feem to ima,gine; ali that is neceffa ry is a 

regular procefs~ Now, lady Charlotte pleafo to re­

peat to us a part of the fcripture hifrory , and w~ 

will clofe the day ;. it really begins to be late. 

Lady Charlotte. When Ahab reigned in lfrael, God 

fent a great prophet ; his name was Elijah , > He 

went to the king. and fpoke i11 thefe words. .As the 

Lord God of 1/raet l1rvtth, there Jhall not be decw nor 

rain thefe years, but according to my word. After this 

Etijah by God's fpedal direction retired to a brook, 

where he was fopplied with water, and ravens 

brought him bread and flefh twice a day. After a 

while the brook dried up and God faid to E/ijc,_h ; 

Get thee lo Zar.epbath . .... I hacve comma!lded a wo­

man to faflain thee, whiHl: the famine lafts. As 

Uijah came into the town he faw a. p0or woman 

gathering of fticks. He called to her and /aid, Fetch 

me, 1 pray thee, a- little water . •.. that I may drink • 

./Incl as /he rwas going lo fetch it,. he called to her and 

}aid, hring me a morfel of bread . ..• And Jhe /aid, a. 

Jhe Lord tkv God lirveth, I harve noi a cake, but a 

hand.fu/ of meal in a barrel, and a li1tle oil in a 

c-rrefe: And hehold I am gathering l'",XQ flicks, 1hat .1 

C 4 may 
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m~v_g., a11d 'drifs it far me and my fan, that ,v.1e may 
eat it and die. .And Elijah /aid, ... make me thereof 
a little rake .fir/I . ... and ,ifter make far thee and tkv 
fan . For thus fa ith t he lord . . , .. 'f he barrel jhall 
n ·; t wajle, nor the cru(e of oil fail, unt i l tht day 1hat 

-the lord J 11deih. rain u_p~"l the earth. She firmly 
believed th~ div ine promife, and was not deceived; 
f?r the li.ttleJtores foe had never waited during tha t time. . 

Bur it happened th a t her fon fell fick and died. 
Upon rhis ilie :went to the proph et and faid, 0 thou 

·ma11 of Go:-1 ! A, t thou come to flay mv /on. E li_;ah 
took th e child, and carried him up into a loft . ••.• 
and laid him 1.1p-11t his o,u,•n bed, and fl retched himjel/ 

. three times uplJl'l the child, and cried unto the lord, Lord 

. comfort this defolate widow, and lrt this child's 
}ml c1me into h frn aga in. G,d heard his prayer, 
the ch ild was raiied to life, and the prophet de-livered him to his mother. . 

E lijah {raid three years w.ith the widow, during · which there was no rain, and tben received orders 
from th e Lord co go to Ahab. This wicked prince 
h ad a -governor of his houfe named Obadiah, who feared the Lord and whilft J ,frhel was deihoyir.g the 
prophets he took a hundred and hid them by fipy in 
a cave and f ed ~hem rJJith bread and 't).,'at er . - As 
good Obacliah went out to find grafs for t he cattle, 
he met w ith Eliiah w ho fa.id to him, Go, t ell thy 

· Lord, B ehold Elijah is here O badiah fell on his face and f.:tid , Why doJl thou faek lo ruin me? If I t el1 the 
k ng> who is every wh ere in quefl: of thee , he will 
fe-nd perfons to . i~iLe thee. And the fpirir of the 
L ord will carry thee off; thou wilt not be found, 
and the king , who will conclude, th a t I ha vc im­
pofcd upon him, will <le£1:roy me . E lijah encouraged 
him, and fa.id he wou ld jurely foe·w himielf zmto 
him that cla;-. 

Lady 
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Lady Witty. It appears th at mi racles were not 

difficult for God to work ; he certainly was not 

iparinrr of wonders to fa ve the lfradi1es. 

Mr; Affabl:. No, my dear, miracles cofi him ro­

thing; hi~ will is not refifte<l by nature; he fpec1 ks 

a.qd it immediately obeys. He bids heaven b~ locked 

and it nuns no more. Men. only refifl: Go-:!.; a nd, if 

they could, they would withdraw out o f the reach 

of h is power and ceafe to be dependan t ofliis will. 

L ad y Se11jil;le. Is it pol1ible men ihou ld be fo 

wicked as to wifh themfelves not fu bjeft co his 

power? • 
l\frs. A.ffab.'e. Alas! rn)f dear; we -are guilty of 

.this offence, whenever we murmur at providence 

on account of crofa accidents. Ask that once pretty 

young lady, n ow disfigured by the fmal1 pox , whe­

ther ihe has not murmured againfl: r.1at providence 

wliich has fiript her of her beauty; wherher lh.e 

.would not willingly have declined fubmitting t 'J 

_that particular order of providence, had it been in 

her power. If ihe is fincere, ihe wiil own it. Put 

_the fa me quefi:ion to the covetous man tha t ha..s 

.loft: his forrnne; to t he ambiticus afpiring m an, 

who is in dilgrace with bis benefaEtor ; ro that 

_fo nd mother, whom dea th has deprived of a fo :1 

fhe adored. Th~y are rebels to God} and w ould , if 

it was poffible, depend no longer of h is pO\'\'er; 

.this is w hat they wifh in th eir hearts. V✓hereas 

a refigned chrii1-ian, even a rational perfon, wouH 

avo1d chufing for himfeJf,. were it l~ft to his op-

-tion. 
Lady Cbarlolle, And why might not one chufe if 

. God was plra!ed to allow that liberty ? ' . 

J\frs. Ajfahle. For fear of making an ill choic½ . 

. Suppofe, ladies; that God ll1-0uld fay to me, you are 

Joor and fickly, you may, if you d,Jire it, enj,ry toth 1-·eaft,h 

tm.f ruht:s ; yo1.1 may ha'l,lt th£m far rwi/hini, 

C 5 Mj~ 
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1\Ii[s Sophia. To be fore, you would wifu for 
health and riches; would not you, Mrs. Affable?' 
they are better than poverty and ficknefs. 

M r:s. Affable. I hope I fhould not be fo weak .. 
Methinks I 1hould anfwer, Lord you /mow, that 1 «-m 
a ;t>oo·r and blind creature, and that l don'"t untterfland 
what is mofl to my ad-,.:antage. Perhaps health and. 
1·iche.1 migbt d~[pofe me to be mort wicked tbal'J I am. 
Pleafe lo chuje for me, becaufe )OU are /overeignly· 
,,.,»ije, and kno•w beft whtit r.,ui// conduce mojl to the fav­
ing of my faul. Call to, mind; ladies, what hap­
_pened about the diamonds of lady .... But here 
comes lady Si,rcere. Di[pen[e with aJl ceremony,. 
ladies; pray, fit do\~n. my. dear;· let us not inter­
r upt the leffon. When that is over you fhall be in-t roduced to thefe ladies. · 

Lady Lucy. What Wt;lS the fiery of that lady's diamonds? · 
. Mrs. Affahle. Pra.y, lady Mary, tell the ladies :. 

· h9w it was; but not, how the little trick I put up­·on them turned out. 
Lady Mary. Mrs. Affahle, fetched the lady's dia­

monds, but told us there were fome true and fome 
falfe frones;. anq then ga. ve us l_eave to pick out 

. each of us one . .l\1rs. Affable, may J ask thefe la­
dies, what they would ha.ve done. 

Mifs Sophia. I would hav.e carefuily examined 
them aU to .difi-i..Aguifh the true from the falfe ;.. 
:rnd then would have chofen the very befi-. 

Mifs Rural. I am toid, tha-t fame falfe fl:ones ap-
. pear much brighter· than true ones. As we don't 
underfrand them, would it not have been more 
prudent, ladies, to defire 1\frs. Affable to chufe for 
lJS 

Mrs. Affahle •. The very thing that lady Senfible 
· did ! fhe begged I would chufe fo_r her: 

Lady . 
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·Lady Witty. I was fairly caught, a filly crea­

ture that I was, and chofe quite wrong. Mifs Ru­

ral has a thoufand times more fenie than I, thouglt 

fhe don't fet herfelf off fo much. 

Mrs. Affable. Yes, indeed! my little philofopher 

has fpoke very judicioufly. Pray, my dear, have 

you always a8:ed up to this way thinking? I mufl: 

anatomize your heart. Are you a great fortune, 

dea·r child ? 
Mifs Rural. I think fo, Mrs. AJ(c,ble, I fhall 

have five thoufand pounds; and it may happen I 

fha11 be better by fix thoufand more . 

, Mifs Sophia. In that cafe you would not be very 

poor, nor could you be thought very rich. Do you 

know, Mifs, that five thoufand pounds is but two 

hundred by the year? What is that for a woman of 

quality? 
Miis Rurat She may find lodgings, food, and 

raiment. What need of more? 

Lady Sincere. She muft have a coach, money to 

pay fervants wages, to t,efiow in charities, and to 

gratify fancy ancf whims. _ 

Mifa Rural. What need of a coach, when I am 

ab'le to walk ? Can't I do with one maid? And, 

if I have not money to give away in charities, may 

not I be in fome condition- or other to do for the 

poor? And as to whims and fancies, if I have none, 

there is none to gratify; if I have, I mufr make it 

.my buJinefs to get rid of foch guefl:s. 

Lady Sincere. How is it poilible to Jive without 

fome whim or fancy? I think without fome whim.· 

or ocher I fhould be tired of my life. I mufr con­

fefs, that till this prefent time I have not been in 

a \vay to gratify or humour fancy; but now to · 

recover loft time, I amufe my felf with ten thou­

fand, thirty thoufand and more vagaries .. 
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- Mrs: ..Ajf?lhle. What pity it is that time wilt not allow us to let rhis agreeable converfacio11 be carrietl on lon ger? Lady Szncere and mifs Ru,·al are extreme oppofires, abfolu_te a ntipocl,u to each other. Their argum ents would he very amuGng; and we will ·pur t hem o_ff to another rime. 

Mils Bd!a. Befo:e we break up, I beg you woul-d explain fome ,vord s th a t I don't underfl:and. vVhat is meant by ana t;miz. ing tbe heart, and rhofe Ladies being abfolu re antipo:fe1 to each orber? 
Ji,1rs. Ajf,:,b/e. T o anatomize figni fies to examin·e with care all tbe parts of a fubject . Surgeons for ·example, take a dead body, th ey examine eve ry thing minute ly even the moil inward and hidden pa rts by curring, ,vhich is called di ffe8: ion, and by orh ::: r me.:1 ns which their a.rt teaches. This · is called anaromizjng the body, I pretend in fome proportion t o their method the anatomizing my frhofars hearts in order to difrover fecrct ctifor­d :: rs that lurk out of fight and to apply proper r emedies . T he term ar!t ,pode., fignifies, and is as much as you neei to know for the prefent, two things ext remely diftant and oppoGte. 

Lady M ary . l\,frs. AjfuMt , why did you call · mifs .Rival, your little philofofhe r? I always thought t be men only had bee_n pbilofophers. 
Mrs. Affab le. Becaufe you d:d not underfta nJ th at word, my dear. The re are two forts of philofophy, which are not to be mifraken one for · the otl1er. Formerly thofe were called philofo -phers, wh o obfe rved the courfe of the ftars,. and · made in guir.ies into the fecrcts of nature . This fiudy foems to be fitter for men than ladies . An acsn aintance of ours faid, th ·: t p'.1ilofophy had -ihid too long in heaven; an::l thei r it w as higl1 rime to Lring it do,vn. Tb is was Socrato , w ho h,id fo fud a wife. He therefore taught a new phi-

lofopb y, 



-D I A L O G U E JI. 31 

·hfophy, which was the k~owiedge of the means to 

be bappy. He proved folidly, that chofe means were 

the overcoming of our ~affions and being rational. 

_ This fcience caught by Socrates is called moral philo­

Jophy ; and this, you fee, liecomes ladies as well as 

,men. To think an:i make feveral reflefrions is a 

-. previous and nec 0 CTary difpofi:ion to learn pbilofo.­

. ph y. 'Tis only for want of refleEl:ion rha c we pre.-

fer health and riches to ficknefs and wane. I had 

very good reafons to call mifs Ru, al, my little phi.­

lofopber, for obforving the danger there w r1 s of 

making a v.rrnng choice, where one does not un<ler­

fiand the things which are offered to our choice. 

La:i y Viole11t. We don't at all agree in opinion. 

You fay tl1e old philofophy is not proper for ladies. 

I am very fond of it. 1 have read a little book of 

one Mr. Fout,:nelle, who has greatly ra.ifod my cu­

riofity and defire 9[ fl-ud ying afhonom y. 

I\1rs. Affable. Well my dear, we will fi-udy it 

together and make almanackii. That will be nic.e 

· and curious. , 

Lady Pio/mt. Now am I perfuaded you mak,~ 

· a jell: of me. 
!v1rs. Affuble. No, indeed, my dear ! I re.fj_)ec.t 

the defire of knowledge whatever it 0e. Nay I 

am perfoaded that you have wit enough to foc­

ceed in that fiudy; buc---

Lady //iolen·t. One may eafi.Jy perceive, you ate 

a French woman, by your flattering . 

.i\frs. Ajfdle. I don't defign you any compliment, 

madam; can you imagine I intend to praife you by 

-faying you haV-e a great deal of wjr? That is not 

. at all my way of thinking. I value wit fo very 

JittL~, that if I had all the wit in ~he world laid in 

i:i heap at my feet, I would not fio np to take it up; 

w hereas I would go thonfands c1f miles t_o pick 

1Jp _a lice le good fonie. I never meant to pm ife 
y (JlJ. 



you for your capacity. But now I will commend you in a manner, which I mufl: have you pleafed with. I am perfoaded you will make very good ufe of your t-' ems; and that after you have applied your mind cti1i6entl y to tµe frud y and pracl:ice of So­crates's philofophy, you will _be in a condition to fl:ud y the philofoph y of the ancients his prede­cdfors. Yes, my dear, .you are capable of any thing, if you will but overcome yourfelf; and . fomething within me ieems to promife that you will. I could. aJmofl: vemure a wager, that you will be the befi: and the moil: learned of your fex ;. but fi.rfr you- mufr be very good ; and tqen you and I will lay our heads together and contrive t.o be very kBowing and learned. Lady loui.fa. I m ufl: here declare a very fool ifh thing I did t'o ther day. Hearing that a lady of my acquaintance was-gone to a· leltme of philofoph y, I · made the faddefr jefr nf her and ridiculed her moil: ·unmercifully. I deferved that much more myfe]f" for judging. about matters that I only knew by ~name. I am q_ui:te afhamed of this·, and I am now· fo _far from looking on the love of p,hilofophy a:.s· a wrong turn of the mind, that I defire to · commence philofopher, if Mrs. Ajfahle will but. 'he fo kind as to give me a helping pand. Mrs . .Affable. You have patted fentence againft .: your folf like a lady of great goud fenft ; and I~ {hall tell you ni. y thoughts upon the matter ; but as this may be tedious to our younger ladies; and a.s they have been a long- time here, it is proper to put it off to our next meeting. Pray let me fee you in the morning; the ·children will not be ·here; and it will be better. 
Lady Ma;y. So, you forbid me coming, Mrs. · ~.ff.ablt. 

Mrs. 

' 
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Mrs. Affable. I do not forbid you, my dear; but 

would advife you to flay at home; I am fore yo!.l 

will be ill tired. Thefe fubjeHs are too ferious for 

little people of your age. 

Lady Mary. Mrs . ..11.ffable always forgets, that Ji 

am near eight years old;. and that I am as impatient 

to learn as any of the Jadies. 

~1rs. Affable. Well! children, you have my, con­

fent to do as you-pleafe, but on condition that when 

you are tired, you fhall be at liberty to go and play. 

That will be fome diverfion at leaft. 

D I A L O G U E III. 

Mrs. AF F-A B LE. 

'H- 0 W now ladies! you are all here, not 

even excepting lady Violent. Tell me, my 

dear; did not Jvlama 1a y her commands upon you 

1io come? 
Lady Yiolent. No, ]Vfrs. Affahle;. curiofity brought 

me to hear what you would fay of philofophy, in 

hopes, that there might be fome few words about 

the {hrs. 
Mrs. A_ffable. You are firangely carried away by 

an inclination for the itars. I cannot promife to 

fpeak about them; and a very good reafon why. 

I really know nothing of the matter; but you re­

member our agreement ; we are to join in the 

ftudy of that part of philofophy, after we have 

pracl:ifed the other ... 

Lady Violent. This 1s very fly, Mrs . .Affable, and 

a mere fuppofition. That condition, I well re­

. member, was propofed, but not actcpted by me. 

. 
Mrs. 
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.1\1rs. :Affable. Did I ftand in need of your -con­fent to the agreement I propoied? Don't I know, that a young Lady of your g0od fenfe cannot refufe foch ter!11S ? Go, my dear; I look upon this ·as a point ~greed to. Remember, - children, that I infrlt upon your going to play, as foon as the leffon grows the leafi: uneafy to you. We fhall .have done in very good time; and lady Sr1'1jible, ,ihall read you a little fable fhe wrote in her tra­vels. Lady Lour/a, 1 promifed my opinion with re­gard to your defire of fiudying philofophy; and this is my jud·gment upon the matter. The frudy of moral philofoph y is beyond all q ~1eftion nc­ceffary; that part of philofophy is the art of living happily ~Y- leading a virtuous Jife; your intereil: therefore . requires your application to this fiud y. The lady you mentioned was not in all probability going to a leaure of moral philofophy; but how­ever fhe did riot deferve to be rallied on that ·account. There are points of knowledge, tho' ,feemingly very difiant, that diipofe and prepare for the dofrrine I cim to teach ; as for example -geometry which is the fci:ence of numbers and meafures. · 

_ Lady Lucy. I mufl: own I cannot fee the connexi­on between the fcience of numhrs and a virtuous lifu. 
. 

l\frs. Affable. With a very little reflection you will foon difcover how they a_re conne&ed. I beg_ an anr\vcr to all the quefl:ions I fhall propofe. Do all men defire to be happy? 
Lady Lury. To be fore, Madam, and, in my opi­nion, this defire fets aJl other paffions a-t work. Mrs. Affnble. You fay \'ery we1I. Covetoufnefs is a defire of being happy by means of riches; a m­bition feeks to be happy by digniries and pofh ; vo­luptuoufaefs .L'"~aces happincfs in the enjoyment ef · 

fonft1 a! 
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feniual pleafures. Now I put this other quefl:ion, 

are all men happy, who have this violent th.irfi of 

happirrels? 
Lady Lury. Certainly not. 

l\frs. Affa6le. Then riches, honours, and plea­

fure.s cannot conftirute the happinefs of m~in. 

Lady Luo•. Perhaps they might, were they pof­

feffed in the degree they are a.di red. 

l'vlrs. Affable. But do you think it poffible for a 

man to arrive at a pitch that he can wiih for no­

·rhing more? 
Lady Lu.y. If I may judge of others by myfelf, 

-I don.'t rh ink it. ]\tfany things have I wi fhed for 

fince I was born; I thought I focmld be happy, and 

de!lre nothing more. But alas! Madam, no foon­

. er was I pofldfed of what I defired, but it grew 

·very indifferent to me; and my thoughts fhayedt0 

other objecrs, which very likely I lliall defi, ife as 

foon as po:lfei1ed. 
Lady l.1ary. I was jufl: fo, Mrs. Affahle; I long­

ed to be feven years old, and then thought 1 fl10uJd 

·be perfeB:Jy ealy. Now I want to le as tall as 

Li.dy Se,.fib/e; and then perhaps I fhall wifh to be as 

big as lady Lury. Shall we never have done with 

t hefo wifhes? 'Tis a great folly methinks inO:ead o,f 

-being cemented with what I have, to be uneafy 

for what I have not . 

Mrs . .dfj'able That is rea11y philofophical. Tell 

m e, Lady Lucy, were men to n-:ake the fame re­

fle(l:ion with Lady Jl,fary, do not you think that even 

fe lf-love would deiermi'ne them to moderate their 

dellres and enjoy the prefent focli as'i~t is ·? ' 

Lady Lucy. I think fo, Mrs.Affable, but alJ, and 1 

chicfly,fel<lom reflect; and when we do, our reflec­

tions re.fl: upon wrong principles. 1\fany fal[e ideas 

encumber the mind, and the reflection is made fo­

~bJ y to the principles that gave it birth, 
l\1rs. 
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11:rs. Affable. You have pointed out the true 
c·aufe of aJl. rhe misfortunes and err.ors of mankind. 
They are altuated by the lights they have and thofo 
often prove falfe. The covetous man, for infiance~ 
views riches under 'a deceitful light; he judges them 
a proper means to fatisfy his inclination ; upon 
this bottom. he facrifi.ces all to heap up treafores . 
I not only mean thofe who defire wealth to lock jt 
1:1p, but even thofo , who make not only an innocent, 
but proper ure of their fub.fiance. To infiance, a 
perfon is perfuaded that no figure is made, nor any 
refpeB: gained in the world. hut. in proportion to 
the weal th he poffeffes ;- as. ke has a great affeB:ion 
for his off-;-lp ring he endeavours to treafure up large 
fums, and goes fo far as to think that he difrharges 
a duty of confrience, tho' the means to arrive at 
the end he propofes may 1 to fay no·worfe, be very­
<]Ueftionable. Now let him place on one fide the 
refpeB: paid to wealth and on the other th at regard 

·which is ihewn to, and is the recompenfe of virtue 
'and bright talents, it is certain he would :6.nd no 
comparifon between the two and would chufe the 
fatter; that is, refleB:ion grounded upon folid prin­
ciples Would lead him to the know ledge of their 
true value ; and the underf'canding, which had been· 
'mifled by a wrong idea, would be reB:ified and re-
cover the rniftake. Do you underfiand me, ladies~ 

Lady Sen:fihle. PerfeB:ly well, Mrs.. Affable; that 
perfon would weigh 60th. in• his ferious thoughts 
and chufe that, which appeared to carry the moft 

·· weight. 
Mrs. Affalile. Ju.fl: f:o·, my dear. Now, lady Luq, 

do you conceive of what iervice geometry is in: 
philofophy A geometer is a-lways with a. plummet 
and rule ; he meafures, he calculates, he draws 

· .Fines, he get~ a habit .of doing alJ things by rule-, he looks 1:1pon nothing as clear ;hat he has no_t cal­
cu.l~ted.; 
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-culated; and- in fome meafure proceeds with the 

fame exal1:nefs in all fcienc-2: s _ 

Lady loui/a . Oh, Mrs. Affah!, I all my hopes 

-are over. Of all things J: hate numbers. 1\iuil: I 

learn geometry to L>ecome a philofopher ? 

Mrs. Affable. Take courage, 1'1adam ; I cannot 

teach you that geometry, which 1 do not know r 

but I will ufe i:ny befl: endeavours to give you a 

geometrical underfia.nding ; I miitake ; tha-t canno-t 

be my gift, Lut I will difpofe and enga-ge you to 

make uie of that natural geometry, which God 

has pla.ced. in- the minds of all men. There are 

other friences,. which help to moral philofophy, and 

of which fome noticm ihal1 be. given as occafion 

ferves. _ 

Lady Mary. What is the meaning of notions? . 

· 1\.1rs. Affa-ble. Notiom-are g.eneral ideas and,, foch­

as they are, adapted to the ladies. Bue, children, 

what I _ can teach is very little, as I am pretty 

much a {hanger to thofe fciences. I wilJ feek the 

~ruth in your hearts and· my ow•n; there it is 011Iy 

found and there it certainly is, as I !haU make it 

appear to you fome day or other. · · 

Lady Lucy~ The proof will be amufing ; anq 

that i~ all; for I rely -fo mu.ch upon you, that I 

:1ha11 always tak'e your wonL ; 

Ivfrs. Affa!J'/e. You mufi begin, Madam, with 

correl1:ing this difpofition ; it is th.e greatd.1: obfia­

cle to the 11:udy of philofophy. 

Lady Louija .But Vl'.'h y fhould not we believe 

you, Mrs. '.Af.fahle-? Surely, you would not de--

ceive us. · 

Mrs. :Affable. As I am di'fpofed at prefent I un-· 

· douhtedly would not; hut who knows, whether a 

· violent paffion may not alter my way of thinking 

' and make me deceitful ? beijde~ may I not be de-­

" cei ve'1 myfelf, tho' I mar ha.ve the befr intent.ion 

~ 
iliac 
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that can be ? I am very ignorant and were I the 
mofr knov;ing among created beings fiill 1 fhould 
not be infaJlible. God only .is fo. . 

M i(~ Rural. This pleafes me I now I have carried 
my pornt 

l'vTrs.- Ajfahle. What do ynu mean, my dear ? 
Ivliis Rural. You .fhall hear, Mrs . .Aj)able. I have 

read forne part of !vlr. Loc1e _ and Mr. Clarlle's 
writ1ngs ; fome things I took to be true, but others 
I found comrary to my ideas. Mama faid I was 
very prou<l to prefer my way of thinking to that of 
fuch grca_c men. Now in my opinion I have the 
fame rjgbt to think as they ; and if God intended 
.I fhould make ufe of thofe gentlemen's reafon, he 
would never have given me my own private 
reafon. 

Mrs. Affiible. That was ju!l: what I would have 
faid to thefo la.dies. You mufl: not Lelieve beca ufo 
you have heard or read, but becaufe it is agreeable to reafon to beli~ve or to be JJerfoaded tha t things 

·are fo or orh erwifo. I pretend, ladies, that you iha ll 
.diicu[s and examine every· thing I-fay and contradifr 
me, when you think you have reafon to do it. You 
ihall propoie your reafons; I rn::.i.11 be at liberty to 
•give mine; and let chofe be judged befi: that bear 
the mofl:: w eight. 
· Lady Tempejl. I have often in a difpute been 
afraid . of feeing the truth in as much as I mufi: 
have owned, that I was in the wrong; and that 
-is death to me. 

l\1rs. /1.ifable. That difpofition is one of the great­
eft enemies to true pltilofophy. Our inqui1 ies afrnr 
truth muil be fincere; thofe mufr be efl:eemed our 
befr friends, who difcover the truth to us, tho' at the 
.expence of our pride. Were you and I my dear to 
travel in a road quire unknown to you, and that you 
frood on the brink of a precipice in danger of fal-

ling 
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Jing either down that, or at leafr into the dirt a­

nother way, could you take it amifs if I put a light 

into your hand to fee the way ouc of fuch a dan­

gerous fpot. 
Lady Tempejl. On the contrary, I fhould be ex .. 

tremely obligated to Mrs. Affahle . 

.l\1:rs. Affable. And you mufi have the like obli­

gations to thofe, who £hew you the truth. If you 

are deceived in matters of moment, there is a pre­

cipice ; if in trifles, that is a miry road. 'Tis noc 

indeed fo dangerous as a precipice; but I mufi fore­

warn you, .that it kids lO one. When we get a 
cufrom of forming a wrong judgment though in 

t{ifles, there is a hazard of contrac'ring a bad habit 

in things that are of importance. Well! dear lady 

Jl!Jary, are not you very forry, that you came this 

morning ; is not all this mighty tedious ? 

· Lady Mary. Mrs. Affahle is not infallible; here 

fhe is mifraken, and may percei_ve, that I have been 

·attentive to the leffon by the liberty I take to con­

tradict her. 
: 

Mrs. Affable. As you fhew clearly, that you have 

·minded the leffon, and repeat it fo well, I mufr 

yield, and own candidly that I am mifraken. I 

will now repeat in fhorc what has been fa.id; or 
rather try, whether ladySenjible has taken my mean­

ing right. Come, my dea.r, give us the fubfrance 

of our converfation. 
_Lady Ser:/iblt. 1\foral philofophy is the art of 

living happily by leading a virrnous life. Our faults 

· come from the falie ideas we conceive of the good 

or bad things of this life; anj_, as our a8:ions are 

influenced by our judgments, a wrong judgment 

is an ob{hcle to a virtuous lifo. 

Geometry a.ccuftoms th e mind to a regular pro­

cefs, to an exa8: calculation; and w~omerrid l 

truths are alw:.ys evident as there is no :rule 
wich-
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·without a clear proof. And.hence we muO: rake care to form a geometrical underfranding, that is, upon ..certain rules and undoubted principles. 

As God has given ec1ch one his reafon., we mu!l: make ufe of our own without d~pending im_plicit• ly upon that ·of ochers. And thus a fundamen­ltal diipofirion for philofo,phy is not to believe any thing, but what our underfranding after a rational .inquiry judges pro.per to be believed. 
. But as our reafon may be darkened by pride ~nd other paffions, the love of t1~uch mufi over­come pride and .thofe pa,tlions. 

1\1rs. Affable. Extremely well repeated, my dear.. Now, ladies, is any thing that has been fa.id con­trary to the light of nature _? 
Lady Lucv. I affure you, Mrs. Affable, _that I 11ave always been in that wa:y of .rbi,nking. , Lady Louifa. It looks .to me, as if _I had always 'known this;_ it 1s fo agreeable to what I have al­'ways thoughr, tho' my knowledge was but con-futed. · 
Mrs. Ajfahle. This ~s one of the fir-fl: proofs, that we have hie upon rhe rruth.. It '{hikes the mind i1nmedi.ately and chimes with our own fentiments, ;provided we are without prejudice. 

: Lady Charlottt. Pray, N1rs. Affable, what is a prejndice ? 
_ Mrs._ Affable. A judgment we form without a .go d rPafon. 

Lady Lu~y. Then I have gone upon nothing but prejudice ; for I really never troubled my head about a r:eafon for any thing. 
Mrs. llffahle. You are not the only one, my dear; we are fo D'.1 thfu1 , fo giddy, t hat we chufe to trufr others, rather than have the trrmble of ufing our ·,own underfranding. The prejudices contral't:ed in ou-r infancy fiick clofe to us., and a.re a great 

hindranc~ 
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:hindrance to our difcovering the truth. Before we 

take leave of this .article lacties, I mufr recommend 

one thing to you ve,·y particuJ:uly . One of'rhe fo­
.cial virtues is .to hum our or:1c:1·s prejudices, wben 

they are onl_y ridiculous ; am ong the£c one of the 

mofr eftablifhed and current prejuJ.iccs is, that wo­

men mufr be ignorant. A s to yourfelves be fore 

never t<:> fall in with the common in this refpefr, 

that is, ta½e care to avoid ignora nce, but don't ar­

gue the point with. thofe, who have adopted this 

poor wretched maxim. Hence we mufr conc_eal 

thefe little frudies that are the fu bjcc'c of our meet­

fogs and behave with the ignorant, as if we were 

fo. There is a fpice of cruelty in pretending to 

· carry it high with perfons unacquainted with tri­
fles that we undedl:and. Never affea to make a 

ihew of wit and knowledge; 'tis fo much out 

-of rule, tha:t even ignorance is a treafure in com­

parifon wi-th that fulfom parade. 
I promifed you a fable of lady Senfi/;/e's cornpo­

fition; but fir fr you fhould know what gave occa­
·fion to this _performance. We were lodged at Paris, 

· .in a houfo rec:dy furnifhed and fadly plagued with 

mice. A German lady came into the houfe upon 

our going to /7etfailles. She chafed the mice with 

fo much fuccefs that when we came back, there 

was not one left. This gave lady Sel:_/ible the hint 

for making the little fable !he is going to repeat 
;tQ the ladies. 

Tfo; 
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The Moufe, a Fable. 

'I In account, which parents give of their pafl fillies, 

is hut thn;v.m away on their ojf-fpring. · 

An aged moufe, very far advanced in years and 

arrived ,1t the lafi period of life, got her numerous 

family together and addrefied them _in the follow­

ing words. 
" My dear children, if any thing could make me 

regret leaving this world, the idea of dangers co 

which I foreiee you will be expofed afrer my de­

,rarture would certainly have that effect. But in 

rhefe laft moments I am willing to entertain the 

"flattering hope, that you will receive, and praB-ife 

the good and fa1utary advice I am about to give 

you. If you will follow rhofe rules, you may, as 

I have done, reach an extreme old age. To en­

c ourage your obedience to the dying ,\·ords of a. 

parent, I will give you an accoum of my pa.CT: 

life.'' 
" I ·.vas born in this houfe, where you now live, 

but have been wicnefs to many d1anges and revolu­

tions in this place. About the time of my birth, 

tl:e boufe was tenanted 1'y a young Englifh lady ; 

ihe was very rich. Oh, dear children! this houfo 

wa-s then the-feat of plenty, and might with juf­

tice be calleJ the Peru of poor mice. She kept an 

open table and. forty fervants. You may eafi] y 
guefs, that with fo many forvants !he took very 

l .tde thought, or care, to look after her houfe. A 

boufe-keeper, a f. eward, and a fat cook were to 

brina in, and to manage their provifions; and the 

Lord knows how they did it. Thefe three railed 

great contributions en the tradefmen they emp1o)• 

ed ; it was their imercft to increnfe-the expence. A 
great 
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great deal was eat, more was wafted; this was 
a means, wherebywe not only enjoyed plenty, buc 
lived in fafety. We frorned the leaving~ of a_fe­
cond table, fince we could feed on the mceft bits ; 
for nothing \vas laid up. Two overgr0wn cats 
whofo proper office, one would have thoughr, was 
to auard the kitchen, left us at full literty, and 
fpe~r the time, that pafled between their deJicious 
meals, in the foftefl flumbers. I could tell a thou­
fand curious anecd0tes, to which I was a wirnds 
from the time of my infancy. The houfo-keeper's 
Hpartment was tbe place of my binh ; here in this 
fobterraneous palace, :fhe received the homages of 
her inferiours; and for the moil part with a proud 
haughty air, that difrouraged them much. Some­
times, indeed, ihe vouchfafed to be m ore ci vi I anc! 
humane, and would return a gracious lock for thofe 
adorations, which however, generally fpea}· :ng Qtd 
not go unrewarded; and fetting her great imper­
.tinence afide, !he was real1y one of the bel1-tem­
.Eered women. She would h~ve the -looks of the _ 
iervants ipeak the wealth of their rnifirefs; and 
with great humanity, :fhe con.!idered them in 
what they wanted. The maids in the kitchen 

,~ere allowed but very forry water-gruel, and no 
_t.ea, but .1\frs . hcmfe-keeper made be?s fo firong 
_.and put fo much more frefh tea fo often, that the 
·voor giris had a very tol erable decocrion to their . 
_fhare. The _place, where the fugar was kept, 
was not altogether inacceilib]e ; and when 
fh~ found_ it had been fingered, foe would fay 
w1tb a f mile, We !Jiufl live, and l,t firue. She car­
ried her condefcenfion fn far, that all had cream 
to their tea ; but this was to be kept out of the 
bill, for fear her ladyfhip one day or other frouJd 
take a fancy to look it over; the method was to 
charge eight quarts of miik, infiead of four; 

D tlui·s 

• 
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thus things were made even 'and no harm done. Tc 
would be endlefs to particularize all the wai1e 
1i1ade either to gratify herJe1f, or out of com­
plaifance to others ; but I will not enlaro-e more 
than I have done, to give an example of 

0
modera:­

tion ·not to be parallel1d by any old wom.an that 
has fiept into the recital of o1d done deeds. The 
fi dt years of my life were fpent whilfi: this uood 
woman preiided over our domefi-.ic affairs; 

0

but, 
_ by the greatefi: misfortune that ever happened, this 

happy fr ;;_ te difappeared on a fudden like a golden 
cl-team, whereof nothing remains but a melancholy 
remembrance. The Lady, who had not propor"' 
tioned her expences to her income, was ruined, 
and reduced to go and live in the country; irt 
:fhort we had new lodgers in our houfe. I had but 
little experience as I was fo young ; and the 
change did not cofi: me a tear; I looked upon 
the alteration as a thing of no concern, but ca:me 
too foon acquainted with my misfortune. Our 
new mifirefs had as grand a retinue as the fir:11 ; 
but then, the houfe was in as great order and as 

regular, as if ihe had bur a couple of fervants, and 
quite contrary to the polite cuil-oms and u tes in 
modern management fhe looked after_ her own 
affairs and only truited herfe]f with the infpec­
tion into all thr. parricula:rs of houfe-keeping. 
Suuar conferves, fweet meats and all articies of 

;:, , 
that natnre were locked up in a proper place ; 
and mada. m kept the key. She could tell to the 
greatefi: nicety what provifions ':"'ould ierve the 
·family; and it was nor pofiihle to }mpofe upon_ her, 
even in trifles. She was for an e,,iy free and withal 
a magnificent appearance without wafl:e. I \l.'3.S 

foon reduced to feed on the crumbs that fell from 
the iervants table ; not a forry bit of cheefe, 
·not a ftump of a candl.... was co be found; all 

was 
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,vas pick't up and laid out to the greatef1:: ad van­

. tage. Cu1fid w01nan I I cried out in an excefs of 

· grief, who, that faw the numbers of dillies that 

crowded her table, who could ever imagine that 

a poor m.oufe, who requires fo little food, fnould 

be in danger of ffarving ir1 her houfe ! I hoped 

this woo Id not continue long ;_ but I foon gave 

up a fruitlefs hope and void of comfort. The 
two hannlefs and peaceable cats I mentioned 

before had not yet quirted the houfe, and made 

a moft mefa.ncholy fioure. I was curious to know 

their thoug,hts on th/ matter, and one night that 

· they had a ferious converfation upon tbe point, 

I very caurioufly flipt to the hole that opened 

into my ap~rtment to lifren to the two fages, 

· and hear what they faid." . 
. '' You are then refol ved .to quit the houfe, the 

place of your birch, faid the younger cat to 

his elder, and pray fays the other with an angry 

lo0k, what poffibility is there of fia ying longer ? 

Has not the faft, which I have been forced ro 
keep, reduced me to skin and bones ? But, replied 

the younger, have not we fi:ill a good refouq:e 

left ? Let Mr. Cook be as watchful as he p1eafe$; 

I have both Hight and courage enough to Jive by 
induftry;. befides our miihefs is old and crnzy, her 

death cannot be far off, and mufi: caufe fo1ne 

change in our circumfi:ances. Vain hopes! cried 

out the old cat; I mull: tel1 you, that our ill ftars 

have brought a German lady to the houie ; and 

farther, that our misfortune is paft all remedy . 

The German lad ies have a notion, ·chat it is th~ir 

dµty to look afrnr their houfes ; they chu(e 

ahd watch their domeftics fo clofe, that it is not 

an eafy matter to deceive them. They teach 

them to be rep:ular and methodical ; and the cook, 

who has bee71 _ infirucred by this lady thefo ten 
D z · years 
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years is not to be je~ed with, if any thing is mifs­

rng, the leafl: theft 1s as much as the life of the 

mofl: valuable cat is worth. Befides, it is idle to 

think that our mifl:refs's age can make any 

change in our circumfl:ances. Thofe curied Ger­

mans are mad enough to bring up their daugh­

ters in the fame fpirir of reconomy, as they were 

bred themfelves. The young ladies, let them be 

never fo rich, think it A.O difhonour to enter into 

a minute account of all that relates to houfe-keep-

. ing ; they are always told, that, to fatisfy the ex­

pences fuitable to their rank and at the fame 

time not to prejudice any perfon, all foper­

fluous outgoings mu!t be retrenched ; that for-

.. vanrs mufl: be kept in _ a way to want and to 

waO:e nothing, with a thoufand other Gothic ma­

xims, of which they n ever get the better." 

A footman cam~ int0 the kitchin and broke off 
the converfation; the cats difappea recl th~ next 

· day. I wa~ but young and did not fo much mind 
the ferious and fenfible difconrfe of the elder, as I 
did the airy flights of the younger cat; and as 1 
could no longer bear my prefont fituation and 

circum{tances, I determined to fet a ll my indufhy 

at w ork; to alleviate the w retched plight I was 

'in , a fter a tho ufan d attem pts I found a wa y imo 

th e room, wh ere the Jady lock't up her fl-ores 

a nd m ad~ myfelt am end.<, wi th m ofl: delicious fa re 

for rhe long abftinence I bad kept; the plc:alurc 

of far in g fo well wa s fom e[i111es interrupted 

wi th te rious refl~crions, t\i g t my a ll \\·as a t fh,. ke; 
a n:l I t remb led fo r fea r t l1e theft ihoulJ co n-,e 

to be di E.nve rcd ; bu t hnwever I pluck't up a 

g ood hca rr. T lte fo r mer foe med t o in fo re fu ­
tu re a nod iu cceis. I had rnt-- bed the old houie-

c • 
k~eper 

0
a h un,Jred ri mes , - w ho n ever t ook any 

preca ut ion to g ward againfr my inroads . fbw 
, ~ nf~lcii 
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fenfelefs was I? I was a fhanger to the diffe­

rence between the fervant's and t i1e m iftrels's eye, 

bur foon learned it at my awn cofi. Emboldened 

with this early fucce :s, I returned the next day 

to th e fatal place. The firt1: thing I obferved was 

a kind of engine grated up at one end and a 

bit of l>acon fre(h broiled. The fmell was quite 

inviting; I walked in (an entrance was left open) 

I foized the prey; bur oh! ill fated hour; whereof 

many yea:rs have not yet o·bliterated the memory. 

I- had frarce touched tl~e difafl-rous m odel, when 

the door of that infernal machine fell \'l\'ith a 

dreadful noife and confined me without any 

hopes of ever · efcaping. How often did I then 

curie my gluttony! W hat purpofes did I not 

make for my future CGndu&, if I could be " fo 

happy as to efrape this danger! The fall of the 

trap foon brought in my mi{heis; and I heard 

her pafs the dreadful ientence againfi: the pri­

foner; I was condemned to be drowm:d, and a 

chamb½r-maid was ordered to e:xecote t he fen~ 

tence. You tremble children ; and nothing in all 

aprearnnce, could pofiibly fave me. The awk­

ardnefs rhe executioner pitched upon to be the 

inihument of her mifl-reis's vengeance proved 

my fafety. I efcaped upon the very point of 

being executed and having bought wit Ly dread- . 

ful experience, I endeavoured to correEt a vice 

that had like to have proved the ruin of me. I 

never came out without the grcatefr precauti~n. 

and all my excurfions were confined to the kitchen. 

This frugal way of life, to which I was now re­

duced. appeared at firfr more terrible than the 

danger that brought me fo near to my end; buc 

cufl:om made my condition eafier ; nay, I fo und . 

that abitinence m ended my confiitution ; and at 

J~fr I thanked my fiars that brought n-.e under a 
D 3 happy 
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happy neceility of moderating my appetite an~ 
t~e defire of gratifying niy palate. I have .fur­
v-ive<l three genera.rions ·of mice, that I \Vas ac­
q\ 1,ainted with in tbi s houfe; few have reached the 
tcrrn the y might naturally have expeaed. Di­
fraies moll:ly bl'ed by intemperance have carried 
off foch as . eic:dpP.d th.e vigilance of cats an-:l 
jj1ares laid by m en. But I find my fhe,ngth 
fails m e ; farewell, fweet children, dread tbe un­
happy clofet, where death lurks under pernicious 
f wee ts. I die contented, becaufe I die w ith hopes 
you will f o llov.r my advice. F::\rewe'll ," 
· Scarce bad this wife mouie breathed her lafi-, 

bu½ her you;ig and -1pright1y family fell into mu-. 
tu11 cong ra tula t1ons on their being rid at Jafi: of 
rl1e refhaint rhey fuffered from the pre.fence of 
th is o:<l dotard ; ro· they friled her very difreipeH­
foHy; her advice w as laughed at; her temperanc~ 
wa s confhued covetoufnefs and her circumfpefti­
on want of courage. They made their way to 
t he fatal clofet; a_ triple fence of fhong paper to 
fe cure a pot of .tweet-meats was foon dernoliihed; 
r.1e y begao to wiih one another joy on their efca.,. 
ping the dangers they were warned againil: by the 
pJd moufe. But their · irth was very fhort lived; 
a cat and nvo traps took" their pail: in the clofer; 
and 111 lefs than a week not a moufe was left of 
thofo who deipiied the experience and wife docu­
m ents of their great-grand-mother. From hence 
w e m ay concl u.d~ that, 

7he a ccount, cwhich parent! girve of their pajl follies 
Is but thrCYwn away upon tbei1· o_ff-spr'ing . 

· Lady f--Vit ty . I affore you, dear friend, this is 
the pretrie fl: little fable I e ver heard; and I would 
free ly give all the world that I could make foch 
a nother . 
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Lady Lury. It is extremely fine in my opinion. 

but I think the moral fomething too ievere. I 
have an a ver11on to that reconomcial exacrnefs; 

and I foould be downright miierable if I was obli­

.o-ed to fobrnit to fuch trifles. 
:, Lady LQui/a. Indeed Ivfrs. A.ff1Me I think fo 
too; that fcrupulous nicety about foch trifles ill 

. becomes a perfon of quality that is rich. What a 

fad thing to be always upon the watch for fuch 

.bagatelles and tO fioop fo 10\v as to ask a rnilk-\vc ­

man, whe~her fhe brought crea m inftead of milk! 

Suppofe the whole amounted to tw enty pieces a 

. yea r (I am fure it couJd not be more) is it worth 

, while to fubmir to that d rudgery and to he looke:;d 

upon by fer van ts as a bnfy body and a pinch-penny ? 

Mrs. fijfable. 1 am very furc, madam, that 

·_ not a year pafies, but that fingle article comes to 

: a hundred guineas. However let: it be twenty, 

, and, if you ple::i.fe but ten . . Are the ten guineas 

. yo_urs to be iquandered away at pleafo re ~ Is the 

: fault committed by your fervanrs, who cheat thei, 

_ mifhefs, and . which they would have a voided, 

if you had been more careful, is this fault no­
thing? Confider this well, ladies., you are draw­

ing near the age, that you are likely to be married. 
_ Oecouomy is a ca_pital duty ma wife ; fhe is an- · 

fo,,erahle to her husband, her children and the poor 

for all that belongs to the family, and is account-

- abl~ befides for all the il-1 that is done, c;ould f}1e 

· have prevented it by her 'ligilance. 
Miis Sophia. Then a young lady marries to be 

a fervant and a Dave. ' 

_ Mrs. Affahle.. Not fo my dear, but to he a 

, coQ1panion to her husband, a mifhcfs of her houfo 

and a mother of a family. Are not thefe fpecious 

·tjtlcs? Eqt they sJ,re a trended-with particular obli­

. gacions. Fo_r inihw~e when orn~ a~mit:5_ a partner 
D 4 . in 
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in trade, the .trouble and the ad vantaae of com:. 
merce is to be fhared in proportion between the 
two p.trtners. \Vhat would you fay to a mer­
c:1ant rhat would infit.t on half the advamaoe tho' 

. 0 ' he walked about from morning rill night, and left 
· his partner the ,vhole trouule of buying, Jellina, 
mcking, &<:: ? You would think him very ui­
ju'.r; becaufe in thefe a1Tocjations the trouble and 
rne profit mufr be common. 

Lad{ Lu'y. ' J°'is certainly jufl: it fhould be fo; 
but then 1 don't undedhnd, how a you., g lady who 

· maybe fo happy in her condition, can have the 
courage to marry. How can !he refoJve to excbange 
her guiet and ea fe for the ca res, folicirud e and 
perplexities that attend a married fiace, where pev-

. fons are refolved to do their duty? How can ihe 
venture upon a perfon that fhe knows very lirrle if 
at all, who conceals for a while fome very great 
defect, whole interefi it is to conceal ir and who 
mufl: have fome little faults that .fhe mufl- bGar 

· with ? Throw· into the account the trou ble ihe 
mu!t have with her child ren from tbeirdifl:empers, 

· misbehaviour, rhe paim to be taken of courie to 
·· provide for tb~m. How can a young Jad y be fo 

gay and eafy at the very m om ent that fhe expofes 
· her felf to a 11 thefe dangers ? I fay once more, it 
· is what 1 cannot underiland. 

_ Lady Loui/a. But I do p€rfe8:ly weJJ, Mrs. 
'. ..Ajfab!e; I have feen feveral of m y friends mar-

ri:::d. Well! They were taken up with thei r 
- cloths, diamoncls an:i equipage. They never once 

thought, tbat marriage was attended with duties 
or d,u~ger5 of this confeguence. I knew one that 
was put in mind of all this; fhe faid very calmly, 
1 d,; not know cv..•hat it is tofiar; if my hujband is ii/­
tempered, let him thank himfiif; I will be out fr()m 
mr;rning till night ; and he may growl by hrmfi}_f. !f 

be. 
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be _fpend bis eflate,. keep mijlrej/es, or ufe me ill i11 

other refpeBs, I ri.uill make h,m fa ur.eP._/),, that he 

jhall be /01-ced to a di,vorce. If I have a fa rge 
family I mufi: have a good expert houie-keeper? 
When children come, they fhall have a governefs • 

. Mrs. A_(fable. HHk ye, ladies, thefe are charm-
i-ng difpofitions. Was the Lady as good as her 

-word? 
Lady Louifa. That fbe was, Mrs. Affable.. She 

· \.\'ent beyon.i what fhe threacned. They a1e now 
pa reed as fhe fa w they wou l<l be. She lives 
without I c-puta tion, friends or tolerable means of 
fubfilting. You mufi: know fhe bec~mc a game• 

· fier; now ihe lofes her ieparate maintenance be-
fore it comes due; and the creditors receive her 
a 'lowance. 

Jv[rs. Affable. I could have ventured a wager itr 
WOJld end fo. We will cake fome other oc:caficn 
to talk this matter over, and in effect, ladies, there 
i.s a great deal to be fa.id on this important ar­
ticle. 'Tis now too late;. we ibaH meet agai11 
by and by; pray come early; we have a great. 
deal tO- do th.is afternoon. 

D· I A L O G U E IV .. 

1-1rs. AF F A :n LE· 

dear lady Mary, let us have your COJ\1E 
fiory. . 

Lady Mary . \Vhen Ahab heard, tha t Elijah was 
coming,. he went to meet hini, and faid , art thou 

he th.:tt t n;uhleth lfrae1_and hindereth us from rain? 
.Elijah an[ we reel, I have not troubled lftael, but thou 

and thy Jatbrr's h.u./ e in that you adore Baal; now 
. ~D 5 order· 

. .. 
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order the four hundred prophets to· be afTemblecf 
tha t eat ac J ejebet's table. The falfe prophets re­
paired to E!ij;h ac mount Ca rmel; and Elijnh lpeak- . 
tng co th e lfraelites faid, How long halt Jt betrz.vem 
t::-..1..:0 01inio111, that is, how long will ye ierve two. 
Gods? If Baal ,is th~ true God, you muft forve 
him only; b_ut if the Lord be the true God, whom 
I preach to you, you muft forfake Baal. ~ut a 
-crial muit he m~de to difc:over which is the· 
true God. I re mai n the only pro}'het of the L ord , 
bu:: Baat's prophets are four hundred and fifty 
1nen. Give a viGi m for fa crifice to each fide; 
we will lay both on an altar, and put no fire un­
der_; the God whofo vi8:im fhall be confumed 1:-y 
£re from heaven, fbaJl be true God. A victim 
was given to the prophets of Baal; they called 
upon himf,·om morning e-ven till r.0012 to fend down 
fire from heaven upon the vicl:im; they cut th~m­
fah:es after tht ir manner '1.vith kni,ves to morve Baal. 
El[jah feeing all this -mocked them, and /aid, cry aloud; 
perhaps your God flcepeth or is taken up. 
·with other t:10ughts that hind.er his hearing your 
prayers . At noon Elijah raifed an altar with 
t weive fl-on es according to the number of the 
tribes ; and he made a t rench about the altar 
where he placed the viB:im ; he ordered it to be 
plentifully iprinkled with water three times, fo 
that the 'viftim was foaked through, and the 
water fill ed th e trench about the altar . Then 
E lijah raifed his voice in prayer to the Lord ; 
and inftantly a great fire from heaven confu­
med the viB:im ~nd licked up the water that 'Was ill 
the tnnch. The people of Ifrael aftonifhed with 
the prodigy fell on dieir faces to the grouB<l, fay• 
ing, the Lor d is the only God. If fo, fa.id Elijah, 
t ;; kc thde priePcs bf B aal th1t deceive you and 
let n ot one of th~m eicape. The peopie olieye:l 
·: f,liJak 
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Elija_h, :rnd all the Prophets of Baal were deflroye1 

that day. 
. Mean while Elijah fi:ooping to tht ground reflecf 

his head on his knees and prayed to the Lord fot~ 

rain; he font out his fervanc ieveral rimes to ob­

ferve v,·hecher any thing appeared. And the fc­

venth time his fervant brought word, that a little 

doutd was rifing our oftl)e foa. Upon this he lent 

his feryarrt with the following meffage to Ahab, 

Prepare thy .cbariot, and get bark to thy city; for Wt! 

:fhall foon have a ·very great rain. It happened as 

the pr0phe.c had foretold. 

J ~/t bei being informed of the Daughter of her 

prophets fent notice to Elijah, char, before twenty 

four hours were over, he thould be created in the 

fame rnanncJ he had treated thofo, whom :!he pro• 

:t.eB:etl . Elijah hearing chis made his efcape into· 

-the de art, wher~ he walked a whole day and at 

1.-tfl: fat down under a tree, and ov.ercome wicb. 

-grief begged of God to take him out pf the 

world. Upon this he foll afleep; an angel touch!"' 

ed. him aritl fa.id, arife and eat. H e looked ab.out 

ahd faw fome vittuals ne1r hin1. ; and after he had 

;taken fame nourifhment he laid him down tn Deep 

again. T ~e angel waked him a fecond t '. me an~ 

··faid, arifr. far tht jo~rney is too 1;reat far thee. Elijah 

obeyed the Angel, and was fo f.hengt!1ened ,vith 

thfa meat, tha.c he walked forty days and forty 

nights, tiil ht\.came unto Horeb·tbe mount of God· . . 

Lady SenfiMe. Lord _! M)'s . Affable, how· beau­

tiful is the hiftory of t he holy writ!' tho' yoµ 1 

· mi.ade me learn it by heart, tbe _repetition is as , 

· agreeable to me, as if I had never he<\rd it be.-• 

fore; it _ ini}_)ires us wi th aw and a grea_t reipcc.t 

. for the power and majefi:y of God. . 

Lady Ma r;• . For my parr, I prefe r it to all yom•· 

fairy-tale~: _wouJd. you- believe it,. Nfrs. /Jffab/e.;, 
l a.m, 
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I' am pretty much out of conceit with them, I be­
gin to th.ink they are not altogether true. 

Mrs. Af[ab/e . You are growing up towards a 
young woman. Tales are proper to amufe chil- . 
dren; bur, as one comes t-0 ripe r years and more 
teafon, we grow a!11ame::l. of being taken up with 
what is falfe. I fha11 not entertain you with many 
more ; becaufe befides rb ofe paffages ancl events 
re'ared in th e frri pcures, I h"we many ·more that 
are very agreeable and alfo very true. _ 
' Lady L?u,fa . I confeis, Mrs . . Affable, th ere -are 
fome tales . which I read with pleafore. F or 
<:xample the fable we bad from lady Senfihle is 
as good as a true frory and very infhuctive withal. 

Lady Cha,-lotte. Bur, Ladies, .Mrs Affable, con­
trives ra1es on purpoie for us. You did not come 
to our leffons two years ago. Mrs. Affable made 
·a tale about one El1fa . It was exaclly my cha­racter. Perhaps no hif'rory could have fu· nifhed 
{uch a norne r. I do affme you, that it has contri­
'buted much to my amendment. 

l\frs. A.ffublf. V✓ell , my dear ! fi nce they ::ire 
fo ufefo l to yov, we mufl- have fome now and 
ihen. It is time to make fome refleftions upon 
the paffage we have jufl: heard from the fcripture. 

If a prophet fhould come to London, might not 
he fay as Eltjah did to the Jfraelites, bow long '11.;i/l 
ye halt between two? 1j the Lord i; the true God, 
you vm(l farfake all other God1 f~r him. 
· M ifs Molly. Pray, Mrs . .AjfaUe, do we adore _ 
any idols ? 

Mr5. Affable . Alas ! it is but t oo true, my 
dear! Money is the idol of th e covetous and of 

:many whQ difr]aim that imputation ; ambition 
is their idol, \vho defire to command ; pride is 
theirs who affefl: to ihine either by beaury or 
w:c; plays, operas, afiembl_ies, balls are the idols 

of 
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thofe, who only purfue diverfions. There 

:vould be no end, if all the faHe di v.iniries we 

dare were to be named, chat is, tI1e divinities, 

to whom we P':iY the facrifi.ce _due to God 

Lady Cbarloue. Are balls, ai1enw1:es, 1nJ thofe 

other di verfions finful ? 
Mrs. Affable . How muCT: I anf wer this que!tion,, 

my de,1.r friend? 1f I give a true anf w~r, I lha11 

be thought a fool, a madwoman, a mecho:liil:; if 

I diffemble, I iba1l faii in a point of duty; repu­

tation, •credi't' and the . fear of being ridiculed will 

become an idol, to which I £hall liaicl y facr;hcQ! 

the regard that is due to truth and to you. But, 

before . I give my a.nf wer, let us fee a little; are 

L)'OU a cbr;Jiian? 
Lady Charloue. Surely, we are all fo, I fuppofe. 

Mrs. Affable. Bur can you tell me, what it i~ to 

be a chrifli.an. What do you thiru{, lady Lucy ? 

you are the eldeft arnl of courfo fhould be rhe bcfl 

infhucl:ed. 
Lady Lu9. No doubt, but th efe ladies are bette·r 

fo tha n I am .. However, I fancy, I know enough 

to anf wer your quefi-ion. A chriil ian is one 

that believes in 'J e;us Chrijt. 

J\1r·s. Alf-able. That is fomething, hm not alt 

To be a chrifl:ia.n, you mult not only believe in 

J e/u; ChriJl~ but you murr over and above be ani­

,ma red by his ipirir, giv·c credit to his maxims, 

ad opt them: in pr.tctice; ltJvc what he hath 

·Jov ed, hate what he hath hated and profc ribed .• 

When we come to repeat bis life our of · the 

golpel , we will examine rhe fpirit that aecuate~ 

this Go:i-m.an1 who is not only our Saviour, but 

our model; and the anfwer I give fhall be taken 

~from his example. lvlean while what I can fay 

is, that many of the diverfionsfarely named are_ 

·c'.)ntrary to tl1e fpirit .of Chri!,tia.niry. For exam;• 
ple 
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p1e plays, fuch as are reprefented upon your fl-age, 
an:i feveral that are aift:ed upon ours. As to balls, 
iffemblies, and other paftimes, tho' it: may be faid 
t hat of themfelves they a t·e not finfu1, yet they 
u ndoulncd ly become fo by many circumrcam::es 
t hat attend tb em; a.nd hecauie the world gives 
i tfelf up 'to thefe amnfements not only without 
m oderation, but a t the expence of their duty rn 
G oJ , their families and themfe]ves. This will bey 
thought exceeding ievere ; ladies, but as I faid 
b efore, and fh .. Jl prove it foon, it is not my doc• 
trine. Go on wich the frory of Elijah, Mils Mol y. 

Mils Mo/91
• El )ah came to a cave to lodge then~ 

in the nighr ; an:i t :1 e Lord bid him_go forch and­
fta nd on tbe mount where the Lord intended to 
app~ar in a particular ma·nner. And there came· 
'an impetuous wind that rent the mountains and 
brake the rocks in pieces, but Eljah knew that the 
Lr.:d. was. not ·in· that a-read fol wind. Then f Jl ... 
lo we<l an earthquake, and the Lord was. not in the 
·earthquake. Thi.s was focceeded by a great fi re, 
and E:ijah perceived rh «t the Lord W?.S not in the 
:fire. Afrer t his th ere was a [mall whiiper of a. 
thin air; whereupon Eljah wrapped bis face in 
,his mantle and went out and {lood in the entring 
-in of t he -eave ; he knew chat this foft breeze was 
-a forerunn er o f the prefence of the Lord, and he 
J1ea rcl a v0ice faying, CYhat doe/1 thou here, E lijah. 
Lord faid he , the zeal cf thine houfe hath eater1 
-m e. u p, jealoufy bas feized my heart and fo ul, for 
'that the ffrcte:ires have :tbancLoned thee for idols . 
,And ti.1e Lord fa.id ro hlm, go, return on thy <n·a;, to 
:the r.»ilder nr/1 o.f DamajcUJ and .... anoint Hazael 
to be ki11g over Syria . A!i.d Jehu .... Jhalt thou 
·flnoint king :1-ver ljrael: And Eiijha ...• shalt thou­
~noint to be p, ophet iit tly room. The two kings 
·\hou !halt an.QiJlt are to be the Lri.firu,me_ncs th 4,c 

- - - l iball 
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I lliall emplGy to he revenged of the Ifrae lites for 

their perfidioufneis and ingrarirnde. And him that 

ifcape1 the fword of ifrael .shall Jelrn_fla;1 : and I will 

keep me feven rh oufa nd n1en that have not bowed 

their knees to B aal. E lijah came do·;i✓ n from the 

mountain, and fo und E!uha, wh o was plowing;­

he threw his mantle over him. Eli/ha , took a yoke 

of oxen, which he facrificed to the Lord after 

taking lea ve of his fathe r and mother; and with 

Ehjah's confrnt he followed him ·ever afrer . 

. j\foan while the king of Syria that reigned at 

that time cam.e and made war again.ft the lf-ae­

litu, and God granted them a fignaJ. vitrory over 

their enemies as he had fo ~etold by his pro1, hcts ;.. 

but this favour did not prevail upon ,lha6 to obey. 

the orders, which were fignitied to him from the 

Lord; on the contrary, he made a league ~vi th 

the king of Syri.tt and {pared him , tho' God bacf. 

exprefly forbid it. He com m itted anmher enor­

nious crime in the cale of Naboth. , This man had 

a vineya rd near Ahab's ptlace in the country; the 

king faid to him, gi-1.1e me thy vi11eJard to 1Ji t1 .ke a, 

ga rdnt .... and l cwill give thee a b,tter or · . .•• 

the w orth of it in moniy~ And Nalotb fa.id, tbe Lord-, 

fo1 bid it me, that I j}md d gicve the inheritance o.f my 

Father' s.unto thee.Ahab retumed home in great wrath,, 

and refoied tD take a ny nouri1hment; J ezebel his 

wife hav ing heard the caufo of bis heavinefs and. 

gri.cf laughed a t him, and. faid, do~/t thou now go­

't.Jern the kiJ1gl 0m o.f lfrae/? Arife and eat brtad . ... •. 

I will give thee the . 'l 1ineyard of Naboth. To this. 

€nd J1 '6-.ebel (uborned wirnerfes to- fw ear that Na­

both had blafpherned agRini1: God. and the king; 

arH he was fioned to death accordi ng co .the law 

provided in that caie \Vhen Ahab heard that 1Va. 

both ru.·as dead, he ro/e u-p to go down .•.... to tah 

poffeffim 9£ •~b,e yin.eyard. Bu.t God fe,Qt- Elijah co· 
.. - Ahab 
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:A1ab and d_irected him to fpeak in his name to that 
unfortun:ue king in the following manner, thou• 

}haft fpea .k to ht"m f~ying , thu1 faith the Lord, in th~ 
p lace, cwhcre dogs lzcked the blood of Naboth foal/ dogs 
l ick dv blood, e•-uen thine. Thou baf'r a-bandoned 
th y[elf co al l manne r of crimes a]1d art become· 
the fiave of fin and of J zebel, for which God will 
take off rh y poiterity from the face of the earth, 
and puni!h rhy wicked wife, whom the d?gs Jha lt 
eat b_v the w ullJ of J , zreel. Ahab u pon hearing this 
t errib le denunciation humbl ed himfelf in the pre•• 
knee of ~od who fa.id to Elijah, becauje he hum• 
bleth him/ ff before me, l v,_.i/l not bring the ecu.il in his _ 
day;: but in his fan'j dayJ 1 '1.-vili bri"g the evil up~n 
bis boufa 

iv1rs . Affable. Tbis paiTage of fcri.pture-hi11ory 
offers a very important reflection concerning th::! 
j uflice and proviuence of G o:l . A dre_adful cie­
frrufc ion is denou nced co- the lfraelit es ; they are 
per mitted to rbe f vord of Jehu and of Hazae'l; but 
he adds, I will fpa re Leven thoufand men fo r th a t 
they have not bowed do wn their knees to Ball. 
As if he would. have us underiland that he would 
not foffe r the innocent to be defhoyed with t he 
guilcy. No, hefeems to fay, I will watch over 
thoie, who have continued fa ithful to me. Men 
will efteem it an effect of chance, that fome are 
:flain and oth ers faved ; but tbey will find them­
fel ves deceived. There is no chance ; I difpofo of 
all even ts; I will 11cc fufter th e fwords of thole 
princes to touch my fer vants. Jehu and Haz.ael 
know tliem not; I do; and they .fhaH be fafe un­
der my proce8:ion. 

O bferve befides, dear chi ldren, that God does 
not communicate himfelf in a fiorm or an earth­
quake, or a viole:1t fire, but in a foft, eafy breeze . 
.'£his implies, ladies,. that Gqd. does no-: commu-

picate 
/ 
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nicat-e himfelf in the hurry and tumnlt of the 
great world. There you will not find him; that 
is not the proper place for him to diipenfe holy 
th opghts and to give piom motions to our hearts ; 
he fp eaks to the virtuous in the fi-ilnefs of a retreat 
from the world. If you lead a quiet Jife at home 
and difcbarge the duties of yO'Ur refpecl-ive fiari­
ons, the1·e, and then Go<l will ipeak to your fouls 

·and direct you by his holy and affet. ing infpirati-
ons. . 

Lady Cl:-arlotte . What need of divine infpiratt­
on ? vVe are not like Elijah defigned for~prophers. 

1\1rs . Affable. \Vhat a quef1:ion is that of yours! 
'You mutt lrn0w, my dear, that we are all by the 
corruption of nature prone to evil.and of ourfelves, 

• without the fuccour of divine grace uncapable of 
a meritorious th ough t or action, foch as is of anf 

·weigh t . t owards ob taining eve rlafl:ing falvacio~:' 
We can fin, we can do evi l, but God mufr co­

'operate by his holy grace that we may perform 
· :ttl:ions that are conducive to eternal happinefs. 
·we may indeed from natural motives and wirh 
· the natural power t ha t remains in us-,do fome good 
actions, like heathens, foF example, honour our 

· parents, give relief to the poor; but fuch actions 
·mufi be in fluenced by grace in order to thei r ue~ng 
meritorious in the fuperna.tural order, without 
which they are no more than m oral, not iuperna:­
tural. .By the infirmity of na ture w e hartg as it 
were by a thread over a precipice and by the 
weight of corrupted nature ready to fall under the 
difpleafore of God; but what muft quiet all our 

·apprehenfions is the powerful affifl:ance of God, 
who will not let us fall unlefs ,.ve will our/elves. 
He is at hand always with his gr-aces t0 fupport 

·us: He confi-antly offers his help, his .in1pirations, 
an:i freque11tly ibrs up good thoughts in us.. V/..e 

can 
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can do nothing in the natutal or fupernaturaI or• 
~er without him ; with bim all things ; and we 
may depend upon his afiiB:ance. I wjfh I could 
inculcate thefe great truths and convey them in a 
·tbnufand different lights . This is a fundamental 
point of cbrifrian relig on; and the folid bafis of 
.every virtue rdrs upon a mi.fhuft of our wealrnefa 
;and an unbounJed confidence in God. 

Lady -A1cuy. How Mrs . Affable ? Did all the 
good actions of my life require a particu lar a1Ii­
.fian<:e of Ced ? 
. Mrs. AJfable. They did, my dear; and aU 
.your Dad deeds you migh t have a voided with, the 
-foccour of his grace. tie ofrered it that moment 
yo.u was going to .offend him ; he f poke aloud to 

·· your foul, t_ake care, he fai.<l, thou ,1rt goi11g to ft11, 
· thou <u.i/1 be 'U.Jicked. 

, Lady Mary . Now I prate.ft, that, very often, 
I did not hear him. 
. J\ifrs . .Affable. It wa,s not for want of his fpeak.­
_ing, my dear; but you w~re fo di{haEtecl; your 
paffions were fo tumultuous , that you could not 
hear. And for that reafon, I faid juO: now that 
·we mu.ft love filence and retreat, which are not to 
be found in the hurry of the world . 

Lady 'Tempejl . This docl:rine is very fevere, Mrs. 
~Affable, At this rate we muft never go from 
.home, nor have any di vedions. 
· Mrs. Affable. l,efa gadding w-0u1d be no hinde­
,r~noe co djverfion . Do you think, ladies, tbat 
there is no diverfi.on OUJ: of what you C<!-11 chegi·and 
·,n ,nde , Can you imagine that the fmall number 
of ladies, who are wholly taken up with mind-
ing thei r duty have no fhare of ple~fore and 
content? If fo, you are much miftaken. I 
h3.ye known tbofe, who , to attend the educa­
tion of ~ l)Wl~eroijs family 9£ ~hildren, ~a vt 

given 
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-given over plays, iliews, affemblies and balls with 
all filch amufements. I can affure you, that they 
never would have changed their condition for that 
of giddy women itraggling fr9m one party of 
pJeafore to another_ without the leafr .fatisfafrion: 
befi:l es I mufl: rep{ ::it what I h3,Ve faid before, that 
ir is not I, that· am fo \1ere, but the I-bJy G hofi . 
At our next mee ting, lady Senjib!e is to give you 
the character of a -i; irtuou., w oma n drawn by that 
divine fp-irit; yon will find me rather mild than 
fovere in comparifon. But you feem to be fright .. 
ened, ladies-
. Lady Lucy. I am ind t" ed, 7vfrs. Ajfµblr. But I 
muft deal candidly wirh you, and tell you what I 
think. I am fati sfied rh~t all you fay is true; I 
am a Chrifl:.ian ; I would not go to bell; but if it 
be neceffa.ry to lead the life you have defcribed, it. 
:(J1all be do'.IJe ; · yet 1 cannot but think it a great 
(:pnfirai.nt for ladies of our age to renounce all 
pleafurc. 
· Mrs. Affa/;Je; Pray, my dear_, who fays yo-q 
mufr renounce all pleafure to be a Chrifi:ian and 
to go to heaveri? Pid not you hear me fay, that 
ladies who renounce fuch pleafures are infinitely 
happier than others? I only advife you to re­
nounce falfe for real and ,folid pleafore$, The 
pleafores I declaim againfi- are real troubles, di[­
guiied un~er the appearan.c€ of pleafure. My de­
fign is to {hip them of the difguife, and to ihe\v· 
them to you foch as tbey are. You remember 

· my faying that philofopby ,.vas the art of being 
happy by 1i vin g virtuoui1y. Y ou de fire to be 
happy, JVIadam ; don't you? Well'! if I find 
fjJeedy and eafy means to lead you to happinefs~ 
will you be content ? · 

,Lady Lucy. That I will, Mrs. A.ffah!t; · alas ! 
'tis all -I want. - · 

1\1:rs~ 
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Mrs. Ajjuhle. Truft me then; I will make you 
happy. I will do more; I do not detire to be 
believed, withuut I prove what I advance. And 
I take upon me to ma.ke ir appear that there is 
no orher way to happinP-fs, but that, which I 
ihall teach you. 

Lady lo /,(i/ a. I am quite curious to hear the 
proof; I have, I confefs; a prodigious defire of 
being ba1 py. 

J'1rs. Ajfwhle. That defi.re is common to all. 
V✓ e are made to be happy; we feek happineis­
throughour the courfe of our lives; and never 
~nee think of inquiring where ir is to be found. 
The firfi meeting we have concerning th is true 

-philofophy, we will fi)end fame time in this im­
porunr fearch after happinds. And now for a 
little geography to make an end. 
· Lady Srnjible. Vie are now upon the \Vell-ern 
provinces of France. We have fpoke of Britan;', 

_on the South of which lies Poitou . The capital is 
Poifliei·J upon the river Claln, a very large, but 
very ill built city. Here is alfo Chatel ftra21d a 
town famed for knives and falfe fion~s made 
there. Befi-des the C!ctin, three other rivers tbe 
Yimne, the Se,vre and the Charante have their 
courfe in this province. It had formerly the 
title of a county and came to Henry II. of En­
gbnd by his marriage with Eleonor of .llquitain. 

DI A-
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The Morning Lejfon. 

Lady Lo u I s A. 

I A/Ture you, Mrs. Affable, I have not had a 
wink of ileep this night. I thought of every 

tbing you faid at our 1aft meeting , but was moll: 
frruck with thefo words, all faek happinefi ; our 
days are fpent in this fearch ; and death comes 
on without any proper lnguiry, wbere ha.ppinels 
is t6 be found. I am now feventeen yea rs of age; 
I have been in que CT: of happinefs from r{1e Legin­
ning; I have gone feveral ways to be happy; nay 
I have fancied that I was -happy; an1 a few da)'S 
ago I have di4.covered that I was not. 

Nlrs . IJ_fjtd,le. Take courage , my clear, when 
once we begin to make fe rious refleEtiom we are 
not far from the term we proFofe to_rcach. I told 
you wl1en we m et laCt, t ha c: we are m1d~ to be 
happy; but I fuid fo without any proof. You 
know our ag reement was not to believe m e 0r 
any per /o n upc,n ;:1, ba re affenion. Can any of 
y ·m, Ladies, give the -proof tha t is defirea ? 

Lady ?Vitty. As God is infin ite] y 3oc<l , he ca n­
not create us but to be happy. God, no duubt 
made us to he h1pry. The lighc of na'.·ure only 
p nints out a natural happine!s; we only k,1 c w 
the j upernatura/ by revehnion. An _ he INdS at 
Eheny to crea te us for a nc:turai or fa;ernatural 
ftare of bea: i~u<le. 

-Mrs. /zlf':1b, e, An exc~! l~nt proof, my dea r; 
do you takl: it, Lad y ''.i c,;•y i " 
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Lady Mary. Yes, l.1r.s:. Ajfah!e. }'or example, 
I know you tiO be the hdl: woman in the world, 
~nd that Y.ou love ~e dead y ; upon V-'._hich I am 
perfuaded &hat you will do nothi..1Jg bnt for my 
~dvantage; and if you did, I ihould fay, that you 
ceafod being good to me. But God , who is a 
great d~al better cculd not have the intention 
of creating me to be unhappy; with that m-
te)lti.o n he would cca!e to be good . . 

1\1t·s'. .lljfa'1le. Prod igioufly well! But I am 
· ignorn.nr:,t;;my dear; am! I might, with the beft 
intention °do you good do you a great deal of 

· harm. " 
1\1ifs Molly. That cannot happen t6 God, Mrs . 

..11/fab!e; you are fore, that he knows all things, and 
that he cannot be miHaken ; and that as he is both 

. wife and good, he mull undoubtedly have ma<le 
us to be happy. 

Mrs. Ajft:tble. Tbis is beyond reply, my dear; 
but foppoie that I knew ai l that is neceffary ro 

· make you happy, and wanred power to beftow it. 
Lady Charl,tte. Neith er can that be the c:tfe 

with God; he is all powerful and can give us all 
that is good. 

. Mrs. Affable. Well faid, children. This is 
. really talking like great frholars. Let us now 
· t a k,e up the whole argument. We know that 

God is infinitely good, infinitely wife and infinite-
: ly powerful. We may from thence be fure; that 

it is in his pov:er to p ro vide us all the neceffai-y 
means fer arri ving at the happinefs, for which he 
created u s ; · becauic he is all wife and good. But 
there is another ·argument to fbew, that foe has 
made us t:o be happy ;· a:nd this is taken from the 
de fire w e have to be happy. God is too wife to 
give us fuch 2. defire to no purpofe; he has power 
enough to procure· for us all the means to fatisfy 

ouv 
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our wants and too gr◄ ')d to let us be tormented 
with a defire, which we h;i ve not means to con• 
tent. 

Lady Louifa. I admire the connexion between 
this truth, man is f!!ade to be harpy, and the exif. 
tence of a God. It is fo dfenria-1, that the former 
cannot fobfifl: without t he Jarter . 

Mrs. Affahle. The reafon is that the former is 
a confequence of the latter. Hence when a truth, 
a principle is abfoluteiy true, the confoqu ':'nce is 
fo like wife and one cannot be defl:roy ed with­
out overturning the other. 

Lady Wit~y. I don't underftand the mee.ning 
of thofo words principle and confequence. 

Mrs. Affable. They mufl: be explained. 'Tis 
certain, that naturally 1peaking, you cannot live 
without air? Don't you chink fo? 

Lady Witty. Undoubtedly, I c-aFJnot live with­
out air. That is out of all quefiion. 

Mrs. Affable. That is a ttuth, a principle. bf 
I was to fay, I willjlop Jour 111duth and no/Jril/J till 
tomorrow mQrning, what would you obje& to it? 

Lady Wit~v- Thai:, if it was only done for a 
quarter of an hour, it would be the death of. me. 

Mrs. Affable. V✓ hy ? 
Lady Wi-tty. Thar c-z.J,Jh;? comes in without any 

m anner of reafon, JVfrs ..1:,jfabfe. · We were agreed 
this very moment, that air was necefiary to live, 
a-nd that one mufr die witl1 ouc it. 

l\frs. Affable. But if afte r your mouth and 
n')(triils had been ftopt a wh ole day; you {h.ould 
live £1:ill, what would you think. -

Lady Witty. Thar air was nor neceffory o livt>; 
.and that I was quite miihl~en in believ i :1g the 

. contrary. ' 
l'vlrs. Ajfafle. Air is alfa/utely nere.ffa ry t_o lirve, 

this is aprmcijle; rherefor .• . cann.ot lirve::u;itb:;ut ai~, 
lS 
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is the confequence. You f-::~ plainly, thatthe con-, 
fiquence cannot -be defiroy'd without ruinincr the 

• principal. I faid very lately, as you may re-
membet ladies, that I would make you all geome­
ters, that is, I would_ bring you to a geometrical 
way "of thinking. By this method of reafoning 
tl1e mind grows what I call geomett ical by dedu­
cing one trurh from another. This, my dear 
children, is of the lail: imporrance . I am no\v; 
acquainted with perfons in town that have nq 
foiall lb.are of wit, who for want of being ufed to 
thi., method talk mofi wretchediy out of the way; 
·Th.ey will admit a principle, maintain it ftoctly, 
and as fioutly deny the confcquence. 

Lady Lucy.- \Vhy wa.s you not fo charirable as 
to ihew, that it was both im puffible and ridiculous 
as you have done to us ? 

l\frs. AJlaMe. No, my dear; they were perfons 
that I mull refi)ett; that I had no obligiltion t-9 
'teach; and who moreover would not be pleafed 
if I had convinced them of a mifiake. 

Lady Charlotte. Can any perfon be fo far voif 
.of ien!e as- to be offended at their being let into 
the knowledge of truth? 

J\1its B,tla Yes, madam Tam one of thofo fools. 
· When I have got a thing in my hea.d, I cannot 
bdr being convin~fd, that I am rniH-aken. 

Mrs. 1:1_§,zble. Well I I rnufl: confds, my dear, 
th~tt in a tboufand years thinking I D1oulrt never 
have had fuch a thought of you. Why ; my 
dear, you have a great deal of wit; what purpnLe 
could your wit ferve but to be more out of the 
way and all reafon than others, to forfeit all the 
advantages of a good capacity, and to be deier-
vedly efreemed a very 111ly perfon? . 

Mifs Betla . I wil'l corrett this fault, not that I 
fear being tiiken for a fool; for I, rea1Jy give 

my-
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felf no trouble about what any one thinks of me, 
except fuch as I love. I de[ pile all the refl:. . 

Mrs . .A.ff able. Hark'ee my dear; this is a difp?­
firion that may have the wodl- effects. We will 
talk upon this fobjecl: another time, not to inter­
rupt our leffon too much. 

We have advanced, we have even proved, that 
man was made to be happy. It remains to ihew 
in v;hat this happinefs confi.frs, and where it may 
certainly be found. 

Lady Senjib/e. If I might have leave to repeat . 
to theie ladies, the letter we had t'other day jn'. 
the Petites Lettres, I think it would be extremely . 
pat to the prefent purpofe . 

. Mrs . .Ajfablr, With all my heart, my dear; 
but may be the ladies have read the Petites Let­
tres. The hook is very common in town. 

Lady Senfiblt. I have mentioned them tofeveral, 
who had never heard of .them ; but if the ladies 
have, they will tell me, and I will give over. 

Cf'he Hijlo1-y if the Marchionejs D ....• 
There was a lady of quali.ty and very g.reat for .. 

tune; fbe had many good qualities, but they a.If 
foffered from a great defecl: ihe was remarkable 
for. She was extremely fcrupulous, and the moil: 
innocent a&ions, in her way of thinking, were fin. 
fol. With this turn of mind, ihe turned the brains 
of her fervants, aml made them go difiracl:ed. 
Common diverfions were criines; to fa.ugh or fing 
~ great offence. She had an only da.ugbterMarian11« 
by name, whom fhe loved .entirely, and teized as 
much. The poor child was under the . gre-atefi: 
eonil:raint, and forced to 'keep her mind to herfelf, 
and to conceal -her inclination to any thing what­
ever; for the mother though.t herfelf in -confcience 
· V oL. I. E boun~'., 



7-4 The Young Ladi.es Dia!oguu, 

bound to thwart her dau_gbter from morning till 
night. The young lady was allowed no fort of 
,di verfion.; bur, to indem.nify herfelf in fame kind, 
fhe .amufed her mind with longing earnefily for-· 
the faihie,nable pa.ftimes.. When lhe came to the 
.age of fifteen, her mother declared hei intention 
af marrying her to a Yery rich man ; indeed, fays 
fhe, be is not 'JJt1J young_, but an · extremely religi­
ou~ man ; at your age, child, :you want .a guide more 
Jhan a hufland; .and the marq•efl I inte1Jd far yours, 
.a..s be izves -very retired, -<will ha,ve all the leifure 
nec!ifary to injlr.uB and g11.ard - you againfl the 
.dangers of the grand world. Mifi, accufl:omed to 
.obey -without reply, made a very low court'fy 
;and·- -withdrew; the next morning fhe was pre-

. fonted wi.th this precious husband ; not to wrong 
the gentleman, he was 1:-arely fixty, but had more 
diJ.l:em_pers, colds, defluxions, and ill conditions 
t-ha.n any _per:fon of .a hundred. No fooner were' 
they married, but .this jewe-1 of a lord and mafier · 
took the .bride down to a great diil:ance in the 
country., and fock'd her UP, with .himfelf in a me­
lancholy •forlorn feat, built no doubt in the days 
.of Clo<iJis, if a judgment was to be formed from 
:it'-s .a·ntique appeara,nce. All the amuiemen-t the· 
happy marchionefs had in this charmin.g retreat, 
was nurGng her old husband, and long and tedious 
h;-.rangues againfl: the eorruption of the age .. 
=which were r1ever interrupted but by fits of cough- _ 
ing, that wo1Jld lafi. three hours. Marianna loO: 
_her mother the firfl- yea-r 0f her m.arriage ; by her 
<;i.ea.tb. ihe came to a conGderable fortune; and the­
.old g entleman'.s efiate devolyed co her by the mar­
;r,ia..ge fe ttlement. She had a prof pell of bein_g ex­
t r~1nely rich; and the day came when ihe was 
·1n.1t eighteen. Our marchionefs fpent the whole 
y ~iJ of htr wi<lo w_hood. in muGng 'J•irh herfelf 

,on 
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On the ways and means to re.cover loft time. In -the melancholy fcage of life fbe had gone through, fhe was a good deal more fenfihle than others of ·her wan-t of happinefs under the fcruples of her mother, and the tedious morality of her husband and tutor. She fet out for Paris with a refolu­tion to go in quell of this happinefs fhe j1JO: longed to meet with; hut fhe committed a grear fault for ·want of a Mrs . .Affable, to advifo her.; and never thought of putting the queftion to herfelf, in 

rwhat this happinefi chiefly conftjierl, and rwhere it ~as to 
he faun d. She fa w, that a.JI her acquaintance de-: ·fired to be happy, and, to that end, gave them­-felves up to _plays, gaming, great company and entertainments. She thought very ·candidly that 11appinefs confified in fuch things in as mucb, as fhe obferved that · perfons of great accom piifh,. ments fought it in thefe amufements .; and fhe -very heartily followed their example. In the be­ginning · :fke vtas fo pleafed, tha-c ibe f carce kne.w where fhe was ; 1he rather devoured in a .kind of .rapture, than enjoyed the pleafures. After fom~ time, thefe paftime$ loft their novelty, by cuftomp and g·rew tedious. A ball feenied to be a childi·{h ·amafement, and very prejudicial-to health, :as weiI .as grand entertainments. 'The converfation was trifling., or not modeft, or, by detraction, very in,­:jurious to the reputation of many; gaming, fhe thought was a kind of rage, and contra·ry to a Im­mane difpolicion, fince the pJeafure arofe from an­other's Iofs. ls this, fa1d ihe., the · pie.afore 1 ha'Ve Jo long and' jo eagerly dejired? Am I content at lajl? 

Not at all; f am tired ou/1 (ght, and foal! Joon he 
9uite difgujled. The marchionefs judged well; plea­fures became intolerable, becaufo they did not :afford the happinefs fbe expeaed. She happen'­.ed one day to be at an a!fembly, where time hung 

E 2 very 
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very heavy on her hands, when fhe faw a lovely 

young gentleman come in. Her heart began to 

beat, the knew not why, at the fight of this 
fl-ranger; :fhe immediately inquired of the lady of 
the houfe, who he was. She was informed by 

the lady, that he was a younger brother of 4 noble 
family, who for want of a fuitable fortune had 
entered am0ngfi: the knights of M(llta, and was 

ihortly to make his vows and profeffion m that 
order. What a pity, faid the marchionefs to her .. 
felf ! Fortune mu.fl be h/ind to be fa regard/ifs. of 

j:uh an amiahle perfon. The lady never once 

thought of lQve, and was perfoaded that her fen­
:.timents in favour of the young fl:ranger, were but 

the effects of a generous compaffion. The knight 
on his fide was frruck, .when he fa\v the marchi­
onefs. The company went to play~ and h~ con­
·trived fo well as to be of the fame party at 
·cards; he was roo much taken up with her 
charms to mind his game ; he comrnit_ted the 
<Treateft blunders, and loft all he played for. He 
bore Ltis foffes fo genteelly, and with fo good a 
,o-race, rl1at .t~e marchioneis conceived a very fa­
iourab.le opinion of his temper. It is generally 

faid, that you may know men by their beha vi:­
our at play ; Md betides ihe plainly faw that fhe 
·frnd been t-he cauie of a:11 his miftakes, and found 
a pleafure -ln he.r mind, ihe cou.Id not account for. 

· When ihe got home a1:1d examined her heart, fh~ _ 
-found the grea teft alteration; the idea 0f .the 
youncr knio-ht had banifhed all une:afinefs, and a-ll 

' :hie d;(ired° \Vas to fee him again. ./Im not 1 in_ 
' l?ve, faid :fhc? I think, 1 ~m, and ver,y pmch mi.f­

taken, ~f I ha-w nol infpired him rv.Jith ,the fame 

· P-'iflion for me. 
It was not long before the marchionf E's doubts 

~vere remo-v.e?; the _knight begged leave to wait 
on 
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~ -on her; he came as foon as it was proper, and 
thoucrh he did not venture to fiJeak of his pafTion, 
he left her no room to <louht of it. This difro­
very put the marchionefs into high raptures; th e 
knicrht was a perfon of noble birth and gre,t diC­
t inttion; and as The had a fofficienr efl-are for him 
and herielf, ihe found an exquifite plc::ifore in th~ 
th,mgbt of making his fortune. But though fl-:c 
was very 1eniib1e, th,1t her inclination \Vas very 
great, and ftrcngly in favour of the knight, fl:~ 
was determined not to be in hafl:c. lvlarrinJr, 
faid fhe, is fir life ; it is nurjfa1 y r,xe jh,ul I lwor..;J 
the p,c:fon rwitb '"..J.;bc,n ewe are to J,ve1;d our dc~p ; 
1"/n klli_,,ht i! 'V (I:;' amiaole, that is not t'no,,_~h ; h is 
charn8er and t emper 1:.a_1 not he 'Luithquf tlei, d ,_(i[/1 ; 
1 ,r.u.jl take time [or an i1:q~iry of this im/ 01 t r111rr. 
She kept her refoJurion, anJ could nor in the fp1 c~ 
of half a year difrovcr the lcafl: defdr in her 
Jover. She concluded tliat fhe had now fovnd 
tbe way to happinefr; fhe had made him a decla­
ration of her being refolved to marry him; th e 
tranfports of jr,y, wherewith he received this a(for­
ance of being fo happy, convinced bcr flill mere 
of rbeexceCs of his panion, and tl1e marcbionefs was 
fulJy perfuaded, that fhe Ihould be perfeErly happy, 
when Jhe married fo accomplifi1ed a perfon. N rn e 
months were now pa{Ied, when Die rliough!:, thJt 
fhe difcovered fome coolne[s in her lover ; yet lie 
repeated the fame things he bad faid from the be­
ginning; but his addreflcs were no more animated 
with the fame life and fire. Here the poor mar­
chione(s began to feel the torments of jealoui)', 
and the exquifite pains, which a render and refin­
ed paffion is fore to cauie upon a fufj_1icion of be­
ing flighted. Is this, The put the quefl-ion to her­
ielf, is this happinefs ? f'Phat mujl heconu of me, 
and what happinefi can I have, ,..UJhi'Jl I am under 

E 3 this 
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thiJ a,'jJrehn:jifJn? She difclofed her inquietude to a; 
Jdy, a friend of hers, and communicated a fchem~ 
ibe had formed to clear up her doubts. 

She pretended that bufinefa, not to be difpenfed 
with, called her to L_.iom, and promifed. the knight 
their marriage fhould take plat:e a.t her return. He.­
fo emed.. fo inconfolahle, when he rook his leave, 
r lrn t foe began to bla.me her fuii>icions, and was. 
on tl1e point of declaring them to her lov.er. , But 
her friend difiuaded her, and her advice determin­
ed th~ marcb ioneis to profecute her fcheme. The 
rnarchioner,'s ,voman had a great deal of wit, and 
moreover a great lo've for her lady; ihe f~nt her 
w nma n to Ly;ns, with in{huc1:ions to anf\ver the­
kr.1ight'5 leners, who might eafily have thi s arti­
fice paffed upon him, as he had never feen the· 
rnarchionefs's hand-writing. In the nex.t place, 
1he went to her fri ena\ and confih€d herfelf ac her 
houfo . This· lady had given orders to one of her 
fervants co · watch ,·ery narrowly the knight's 
mot ions. This was about the beginning of Car­
na,val ; and the ladies imagined he w ould go from, 
the Op,:ra to tlw Ba I, a diverfi o;;i h.e was exrrerneli 
fund of. They were not rnifraken, they masked. 
t hetnfel ves, and were di1guifed like Grifiites, that 
js,: ordinary women. A mask naturally alters the 
"oice; befides the knigh·t had received that day. 
a letter fro m the marchionefs dated at LJonJ -; guefs, 
how he cou ld find her out. She entered upon a 
gay and lively converfation; the knight ·.vas. 
charmed with her wit He begged fh e would meet 
him at the next_ Ball in the fame difguife ; fh~ 
not only promi[ed that, but that 1he would b~ 
there as lona as the Car11aval lafted. At the third 
Ball he macf'e her a declaration, and begged o{ 
her co unmask. She refoied to take off her masK 
for fear, ihe faid, her want of.beauty ihould over~ : 

· throw 
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throw the favourable opinion he had of her; hut, 
fhe added, I am rejol:ved ne'l.ler to fee JOU again ; 

/ ;:011 protrji J OU adore me, and y,u are engaged to 
many another pe1-(oll. Madam, fays the knigh r, 
1 rwi/1 not deceive you; this match makes a fortune 
far me, rwhich 1 am without, and con.fequently cannot 
offer ) OU, Let tbi1 marriage go .on, and ll{ ajfured 
that I jhall only ,z;a/ue 1~y fortune in as much, a I f 
can Jha r e it ru.;ith y,u. Hark'eer fays the marchi­
onels, I a:tn more tender hea,·ted, than inte.rejJu:t ; 
'V.'ho lwov.;s lut at !aft y:m may be rntmz;ured <with 
;-our l-d_r ? ffhty fa:•, jhe is a charming <v..>oman ..• 
That is alJ over, fays the knighr; I muji oun , J 
rv.;aJ paJlitflZatefy in lo--ve cv..ith the per/on, J am to 
man)' ; but there ha1 heen an end of that long fin re;­
and 1wzu 1 ran only be grateful. I never 'l.)..•ili be 
wanting in thrJ refpdl due from a man of honour to 
a cwife; and in my opin,tm 'tis all /he can expt ll :· 
Tbe marchionefs with great difficulty kept in her 
refencmenc ; ihe had that wry day recei ve<l a lel!­
ter from the falfe wretch with promif.es of unaf­
terable love. This perfidy cured her of the paf­
fion h.e had infpired to the lady, and now ihe onliy 
wanted to be revenged, and to put him to rhe 
greatefl: confufion. To compafs what fhe in­
tended, ihe yielded in appearance to his imreaties, -
and promifed to ur1mask, if he would iee her 
h?me; he confented cb.earfolly, and fiept into the 
coach with the lady anJ her friend, The knight 
w-as furprifed with the magnificence of the apart­
ments, through which he was conducted; he had 
taken thefe two women for adventurers, who 
were upon the catch, to make a fortune ; and 
now (as men are quite food of their dear felves) 
imagining he had the good fortune to be agree. 
able to a perfon of great dillincrion, he made 
repeat~d infi-ances to her, that ihe wpuld be 

E 4 pleafed 
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pleafed to take off her mask. The 1oudell clap of 
rhun-:ler could not have affeS:ed him more than 
the fight of the marcbione1s ; he fiood motion­
leis ; ihe broke our imo a Jou<l fit of laughto: ; 
he was th~n convinced that love was,, id1d, awn, 
wh~re no ntber mark of refrnrmenr appeared; he 
had not the courage to fay a fing1e word, but 
rn:de a low bow, and retired ,virh confofion in his 
co unten"nce, and rage in his heart. 

Here the marchioneis Cl.me again to her­
felf, and \Vas convinced, that happinefs was 
no where to be found, fince all her endeavouTs 
and inquiries to that purpoie had been wiohout 
effect. Several months paifed under the greateil: 

: uneafinefs; and nothing had yet taken place in her 
heart to focc.::ed that blufrering p:i1ion, which 
had foized her, al'owed her no refr, and kept her 
under the greaten trouble of mind. One <lay as fbe 

· w~nt to drnrch, at the entrance, fbe obierved an 
. old woman wirh two children th~t brggcd an alms . 
. The marcbionefs \V3S firuck with the be~rnty of 
. the • children, fhe a.sked- the cld woman, whether -
they were her's. N;, :Madam; CT1e anf wered, they 
'LU.ere born to be my maflt rs. This anrwer raifed 

. the marchion :: is's curiofity; :fhe acguai•nted the old 
,voman where fhe lived, and deiired her to come 
that afternoon, and bring thefe pretty children 
with lier She came at the rime appointed, and 
the marchionefs dciircd a fuller account of wbat 
fhe had heard in the morning, which the goo<l o}d 
woman gave to this cffcfc. 

Thirty years are nr,w pajl, Ji11ce l came (trvan/ 
to a r,.J.)01·thy honejl ,nan ; he died, and I continued a 

Jervro,t to his /011. J\liy majler cwa1 not 1·ich, hut 
iri a r..1_;ay to live rajily ; an unfortunate lt1.<1J,J-fuit, 

-which he" lefl, las been his ruin; 'tis nr;eu,, abo'.Jt 
half a Jear Jince. ; be owtd me all my •u:ages, and 

hif1.du 
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bejides 'UJa s now unalle to pay them ; he hegged par­
·don with lean in his eyes for the inj11Jlice he had 
d,ne me, though he could not help it ; he ad.rvij:d me 

· to look out far another ferruice, p, omiji11g <withal to 
jati.'.fy my jujl dema11d1, <whene,ver it Jhould /2;, in his 

_ power, I mujl confefs, the woman continued, I 
could not find in my heart lo lrn,ve my majler and 
·miflrefi, and thefe · pour children in that melanchoiy 
jituatio11 ; I farga·ve '1.1..·hat th ,y owed me, and offered 
to flay an.1' help my mijhefs in w afoing linnen, Ff/e 
li -ved far fame tim: , though not without great di.ff­
cul;_y, of our work, for my poor 111a/Jer beir.g j lru rk 
rw.ith a palfy, one of z.-s mujl of neaj}ity be hi; nurfa. 
Prithin theje three or faur days, my mijlre_fs i.s fallen 
ji:k with Jo much fatigue; a11d I, not lwo<tu ing how 
to prtrut.nt their Jlar,ving, rejol'Ued to beg far their 
fu l,jijlence. Pro•vidcnce has ble.ffed m)• endearuoun ; 
and I harue been in a condition to find them mce//a·­
ries. 1 hope in a ftw day lo Jee them 111ite / ecJ­
-vcred. They are, thank God, both much better. 

\Vhi!O: the worthy good woman's tears ac­
companied this melancholy account, thofe of 
the marchionefs ran down in fireams. 1 really 
·pity J•ou, fa.id fhe, when the other had made an 
end ; with that noble and great heart, )'OU don't de-

Jerrve lo be fa unhapp)': Indeed Madam, fhe replied, 
I don't think 111yfe !J fa ; and as long a.s it foal! p 1uift 
God that 1 foal/ be a means lo relie,ve my majtrr 
tmd mijlri./s, and to ,-ear thefa /weet bahe.•, J j hn/1 
ejleem 111_)/elf quite haPiY· Can there be a grtat , r 
happiJJe_/°;, than to do good, and lo prallife rui t ue . 

This was a ray of light darted from heaven 
on the marchioneis; the good woman had now 
taught her, where chat happinefs was to 1-e foun:l, 

·which hirherto fo~ had fo uneffechw. lly fought, 
and .fhe was refol red to m:ike a tria I of this nc w 

:E 5 path> 
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path, to which fhe w.as direaed. She took the. · woman and. the children into her coach, and or-
dered to drive to the houfe w her.e the people were. When foe came to the pfa.ce, fhe defired to be 1.hewed to the garret ,v.bere the father and mother · were lodged; ihe was ilruck, when fhe came in ; • a little il:ra w was all the bed they had, and th~ garret fo low, that th©r"e was no fiandin·g upright .. . The marchionefs would not fuffer them to con­tinue there a night longer ; fhe had a litter · brought to convey them immediately to her houie, there fhe fo!.111d them beds and all nece:fiaries . The gratitude of thefe poor people was greater than . their infirmity and difrrefa ;· their conirant prayer­to God was, that he would reward. this lady's, great charity. . · It was pall midnight, when the marchionefs . retired to her apartment, half dead with the fa_­t igue and pains fhe had gone through, and to · which _ !he had till then heen a fl-ranger. She threw herfelfinto ·an arm-chair, and turning her thoughts to herielf found fo much eafe, and her mind in fuch si, cdm compofure that fue had never experi~nced th~­]ikc before ; the relief provided for this affiiaed fa •. mily redounded upon her, and made the mar­chionefs happy. Former pJeafures were attended with trouble and fear, difgulls,. and fomerimes with rem.ode. What fhe felt now was of a <lif­

ferent nature, her cement was without any mix-. ture, or allay ; her fari,sfacri0n was inti re, anc_l. raifed to a greater degree, by the fuccefs whid~ ­blefied her good . offices, in behalf of that dir­t reDed family. They recovered their. health, by her cha rity, and thei r circumfl-ances were better'd, by a genteel po!t that D1e procured for their be­
nefit, fhe was too w.dl pleaf~d to . frop here; :fh~ ~u.c.l -:d PTt'~tly to the number of her gr:,od w·orks, ~ · - - and. 
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and her great forrune appeared very moderate with 
regard to the benefactions, which her new paffion 
dictated. To give her felf up !till more to it, fh~ 
retrenched all the expences that ufed to be made 
for pomp and. frate ; fhe parted ,with her jewels, 
lai.d down her equipage, renounced gaming, play~, 
opera's, public fhows , and barely allowed herfe lf 
neceffaries. Hitherto a delire of content and fa­
tisfacl:ion was the only motive ; her charity want­
ed a fuperior motiv_e, and that with rd pecr to 
God ; you fhall hear what turn this took. All 
were net gra teful that fhe relieved, ihe was hurt 
by the.ir ingratitude ; and as fhe reckoned upon 
their betng pleaie<l, and .making their ackno w- · 
ledgrnents, 1he was very difa.greeably frufrrated­
of her hopes, and began to mi[hufr her not ha vi rrg . 
f ound the way to that content and fat isfaftion_, 
fhe had fo earnefrl y defired. She had however fa.­
crificed and abandoned all for that purpofe; and · 
now her heart void of all other defire s, was dif­
inrnnglc<l from all obllacles to .a. virtuous and 
holy life . There remained on ly. on€ fa rche r ftep 
t o rake , and th:.r was, , to do every aB:ion w ith ~ 
view of pleafi f!g God . At la. ft 1b e was quite fen,­
fi b le of it, a~d by that m eans a rrived a t the poi: 
feffion of an unalterable content of mind, ,vh 'd 1 
Jat1ed as long.as life, and accompanied the mar~ 
chioneis beyond the grave. . 

Lad y Lucy . We are rnig.htiJy .obliged to lady 
Senfible; it is the prettieft fiory I ever hearcl. J 
am fu ll y refoLved to be happy) now that I know 
wherein happine fs confifl:s . ~ 

L<i,d y Louifa. Wh y ibou ld you, my dear, aftei,; · 
t he ex.an~ ple of the marchionefs, be withou t jew.­
els , keep no equ ipnge, and renounce every thing , 
t o do gg od ? 

., I , 
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Lady Lury. Very good, .Madam ; but I defire 

to be happy; an1 I to blame for ·wifhing to be fa, as much as poilible? 
Lady louija. Is there no other ,vay to bappi,­

nefs, f/frs. Affable. Muft I follow this lady's ex-­
ample, whom though I really admire, I have not 
tbe courage to foHow, nor forfake all things, as :fhe did? 

Lady Chm,/otte . If I may fj_)eak as I think, the 
lady wa:. fomerhing extravagant. Could not jbc, 
if fbe had a mind, befl:ow part of her means on 
rhe poor, and reierve the other to Jiye like a per-­:ton· of quality; chat would have been better 
judged. But -you fmi-Je Mrs /,ffa lile. 

1\1rs. Affable. I do my dear; you plead your 
caufe with warmth; and I rnn but fmile on lady 
Lucy's account, whom I muft bc>g }eave to con­
tradicr. She has forgot, that a phifofopher rnufr 
a lways go upon a fo1id proof, and take nothing 

· upon trnit; and yet fhe blindly bdieves this frory 
of lady Se11jible's. Who knows but that it is a made 
fiery; or that the lady was rniftaken ,vhen fhe 
thought berfelf happy, or in fi:-ie, that perhaps 
·foe was extravagant, as lady Charlofle fays? 
· Ltdy Charlotte. Oh good ~ how p.leafecl I am! 
I have Mrs. Affable of my fide. 

-Mrs. Affable. Hold, hold. I faidperhapJ; I have 
n ot decided the matter; it fhould be firir ex­
amined. Let us then foe irha.t a happy and con­
tented mind is. 

Lady Mary. That is a happy and. contented 
mjnd, which is perfecHy eafy. 

NI rs . .Affable. Very rrue ; but what muir be 
done, to be perfeB::Jy eafy ? What do you rhink 
fady Lury? 

Lady lu~J'• To tell you the truth, !vfrs. Affable, I flir;k to wha t I !;,id, at firfi; I am perfoad-ed I 
ihall 
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fhall be perfefdy eafy, when I have done all the good that lies in my power. 

l\frs . Affable. And after that you would defire 
nothing farther? 

Lady Lucy. No indeed, Mrs A f/ahle ; at lea ft I thi r:k l fhould not. 
Mr. Affablt1. Ilut if any one ihould tell you, _ whilft you are in this ficuacion of mind, it ;1 

in _Jour 1 vwer to be a great queen. Could ycu not wifh. to be fo? 
Lady lmy. That is a ftr0ng temptation, Mrs. Affable; for after all, were I a queen, I could do ·a great deal more good .... But fray, had it l,een necelfary fo: me to be a queen, that I might be enabled to do more good, I ihould have been a _queen; the almighty Lord would have given me a crown; for I ahvays think, that he does all things for. the be!l ; but as foch a ibte is not wanted, or neceffary to d0 more good·, ~(for what need of a throne to be more virtuous) cannot I 

be as good in the f1:ation allotted by providence? I am now refolved, Mrs. Affable; I do not de{ire 
,_to be a queen; perhaps it would not be fo well, I am content to be as I ·am, and I only with to 
do all the good I can, in the ftation God ha:s a!Ti gned for me. 
- Mrs. Affahle. That is then a clear point, you 
do not defire to be a queen, but if this happened without your being concerned in bringing it about, would you fear being a queen? 

Lady, Lucy. I am not clear as to that; though I 
fancy I fhouid not, for if I had no hand in foch an event, I .fhou!d conclude it to be the work o.f God, and that it \Vas his wiH; fo that upon the whole, and every thing confrdered, I neither 

·would cle!ire 11or fear any thing. 

• Mrs. Affizbti• 
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!vfrs. Affable. And then you woul-d be quite 
happy and content; for this is the true definition of 
happinefs, a jlat.e in 'U.)hich one iJ fa jatiJjied as lo he 
without any dejire to Exchange itfor another. 

Mifs Rural. 1f one is fo haprJY, that he would . 
not change his condition for another, he rnufi fea,r 
lofing . that fiate. Now, Mrs . Affable, you told 
us, chat.a contented mind fears nothing . 

.lVlrs. Ajf;,b/e You are in the right, my dear; ­
the definition is real! y defetri ve. We m ufi have 
another. He is happJ1, .rwho neither fears, nor drjiru • 
any thing. Another rime we will make an inquiry 
about foch things as conduce to this happy ficua-­
rion; for now it is time to £art. 

D I A L O G U E VI. 

Mrs. AFFABLii. 

I Promifed you lately the characl:er of a virtuous . 
woman. I mufi keep my word. Lady Set,Jible 

knew it by heart when ihe was only fix ye_ars of 
~-ge. She fhall repeat it. · . 

t Who can find a <Virtuous ,v,;oman? · For her price . 
is Jar above rubies. ([h~ hPart of-her hufaand doth 

Jajt!ly tru.ft in hf r; fr, that he foal/ ha-ve no need of 
fpoil. She will do him good and not e<Uil all the dap ' 
ef her life. 

She Jedeth rwool and Jlax, and worketh <u.1illi11gly 
rwith her hands. She is like the merchantJjhip1, /ht 
hringeth her food from afar. 

She rife th alfo, <when it i1 yet night, 411d girr1,t!, 
m_eal /(} brr ho11jhold, and a tort ion to her· mai - , 

t. Prov, 31, ycr, - 101 &c • . 

.. 
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Jens, She confidereth a field, and buyeth it: <with the· 
fruit of her kands Jhe p_/anteth a <vineyard. 

Sht girdeth her loins with firength, . and jlrF11gtb­
eneth her arms. . She percei'Veth that her merchandize 
is ga,d: her candle goeth not, out by 11ight. She la;-· 
ethher hands to the /pindle, . and her hands hold the di-

jla.ff. 
She j1retch"eth' her hand to the poor, yea, foe ,·each,­

t-th forth her hands lo the needy. She is not afraid • 
of the fno"JJ for h'i:r houjho/1: for all ho·. h oufhold are· 
clothed with fear/et. She mak<th her.felf co<ueri11gs of 
taP,f')1ry, her clothing isji/k and purple. Her hufaand 
i J known in the g.ateJ, when he Jitteth among the elders ­
of the land, 

She maketh fine linnen a:71d felleth it, and deli'Dereth 
girdles unto the merchant. !Jtrength and ho11our are 
her clothing ; and /he foal/ r9.ozce zn the time to 

' ,ome. 
She openeth her mouth with wifdom, and in her 

/(Jngue is the law of hindneA"r. She looketh rwel/ to th! 
q,vap of her hoiyhold, and eath not the bread of idie­

/ t 
~-

I Her children a,·ife up and call her hle.ffed; her bu/-
hand a((o, . and he praifeth her. Many daughters ha•-ue 
dont cvirtuoujly, hut thou exCtlltjl them all. Farvour iJ 
dueitfu l, a11d beauty if cvain, bu/ a rwom.m th~t fiar,- · 
eth the Lord, .foe jhall he p_rai/ed_, 

Lady /IPitty. What_ a character! n ow.a-days a. 
lady would be laughed .. at that worked, and ga v,e 
h er work to tradefmen for fale. 

Mrs. Ajfahle. No, my.dear, fhe would not b.e 
fo much a jylt as you fancy. T he dauphinefa o,f 
France, and hei· ladies of honour, ipend fome time 
together by way of di verfion in ip_inning filk. . It is 
fold, and the price goes to the poor. I have known 
feveral ladies of great quality_ that worked . all tht; 
year round. to pur~haie an alms for the poor, • . . . Among 
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· Among others, . I knew one as beautiful as an ·a,n­
gel, and of a very delicate, tender confiitution; 

-her poor fmall fingers were almoi1: raw with work­
ing up coarfe linnen. .But, bdies, we mull: fup• 

·pole in ihorr, that fa{hions are much altered fince 
the H oly Ghoft di3ated this character. It is no 
longer che cuil:om for ladies to be concerned in 
coade work ; but this does not intitle them to eat 
the bread of idlenefs. They mull: now; as they did 
in former days, take theTule of the houfeinro their 
hands,and not depend altogetherupon their !ervants. 
I am now acquainted with fome ladies in town, 
who will nor fcruple going to an ailembly, when 
civility requires it, and who at the fame time great­
·Jy reiemhle the virtuous woman defcribed from the 
facred writ, and are ·quite unconcerned at the we~k 
jells of filly people .. 

Lady Senjible. :For a wager I could name one. 
Shall I tell the ladies, lVIrs. Affable, \vhat I heard 
•from her ·own mouth in relation to a baJl? 

Mrs. '1./fable. With all my heart, my dear, but 
without naming the lady. 

Lady Senjible. She was invited to a baJJ, that 
was given for the birth of the hereditary prince of 

· Ruffo.. She refufed to go, and be.ing asked, whe­
·ther .!he th0ught it a fin ; no, the lady anf wered~ 
there are balls '1..vhere only credi table perfo11; meet; and 
] am perfuadrd, that one ma)' be at fach affemblies c-UJith­
out olfi:nding God; but all go merel_)' for di -1.:erjion ; and 
I am Jure to ft1;d ruery little tbere. And pra)', rwhy 

fo, madam, faid they? If Igo to this, I mujl be one at 
all the other !:alls I/hall be iwvited to ; ancl, injlead ef 
taking any notfre of rz.vhat paj/ed, I could only think of 
my family affairs, rr.vhich mu(/ /iifjer t he nex t day far 
,want of attmdctnce dttYing the time I /hould allocw far 
my natural refl. 1 jin.d, that l ift is too jhort, to f a­
JiJ/j ~ur refpefli"flf duties; jbculd n,t i'bc an f,Ylra,va.­
. ·· · - ·-- · - -- -· · gcmt 
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· gant n..uonmn to .facri}ice rral and ufeful p!eajuru to fri­
. .-z;olozn amu/tment.,, 'U•hich '11,,'0t:!d be difagreeahle, tedi­

~us, and perhap1 be attended eu.-ith re111orfe? 
Lady Witt}'. I don't un<ler£l-and, where the pJra­

. fore can Jje in forfaking all things to be buried jn 
your own houfo, and to have nothing to mind but 
family affairs. 

J\1rs. //jfable. Surely, madam, you will not 
queUion, that there is a pleafure in doing your dury, 

• afrer the Holy Ghofl: has given f uch a charattcr of 
a virtuons woman. But Jet us fee what rhe fame 
di vine fpirit di Hates concerning giddy women, tho' 
fame may be hcked upon as reputable perfons. 

\-Vifda m 1hall a'elicver the jufl:- and righteous m::t..n 
f rom the ft, a 11ge ,woman, even fro•n the jlrnngo- \.vhich 

•Jlattereth 'With her <1 .. 1.:ords: which fa,fakrth the guide of 
. her _youth, and firgetteth the co-1.•enant o_/ her God. For 
her hou)t! i11clme1h unto death, and her paths unto tl.Je 

-dead: nMe that go unto her, return again, neither take 
th,y hold of the taths o_f life t-

A faolijh 'UJ01;1an • • • • Jitteth at the J9or o_f the 
hou/e 011 a feat in the high place1 of the city (is much 
at her window) to call pajfcngeu, '"JJho go rig '· t on 
their <wa·ys. Sire drefleth t0 entice them, is c!a-

, ,mrou1, loveth noiie, afiemblies, and to appear in 
the mofr publick places. She i1 jimple, and knor:weth 
nothing t• 

A1 a je,-.xef of gold in a fr:wine's Jnout , fo is a fair 
.woman, ,..c.,Uhich is civithoul d,/cretic11. A fooli{h WO· 

man is alway~ ready to laugh, amu[es hcrfelf wirb 
men, but thole whom fh e amufes Jack irnderfl-and• 
_ing I/ -

As the climbi'!g up a Jandy ~<»ay is to the feet o_f t~e 
aged, )1 is a cii...·ift full of ru.,ords to a quiet n:an. An 

.,vii cw_ifi is like a ; 1oke Jhaken to and fro, where the 

t Prov, ii. 16. . . t Ibid. ix. 13, &c. ,.' 
H Prov. xi, 2.2., and from fevcral parts of the fame book. 
, oxen 
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OX:en draw each to bis fide. A drunlmr woman an.ti 
a gadder ahroad caujeth great angef·, and jhe r.,ui/! not 
cover her own jham!. A Jhamele/1 <'!),)Oman jhal/ be 
counted a1 a dog ..•• a loud crying r:u:oman, and a' 
flold /hall be fought out to dri'Ve a--u..ay the enemiu-;. f foe :'s enougb to f, ·ighten "'»ho!!' am,ie,. 

Put together all theie different parrs of a fooJifh 
woman's chara&er; fhe is affctt:ed, has forgot her· 
education the guide of her youth, ihe fhews herfelf 
at the window, appears at all publ ck meetings;. 
the is vain in her drefs to look better, and to pleafe, 

· always upon the g.iggle; fhe is a talkative goffip 
and quarrelfome; fhe loves wine and ftrong li­
quors, fhe bas loft a lJ :fbame, and fays, I am not at 
all trouhled for '7..t-bat the cwor/d fap. Chufe, ladies,. 
which you would refemble the 'Virtuous or thefaolijh 
wo man; and carry this with you, that the cha­
racl:ers are not of my drawing. 

Lady Louifa. This makes me tremble; I refem­
ble the foolijh woman in fome things, the 'Uirluous 
m none. 

Mrs. Ajf(.(ble. Get thefe tw..o· charaD-ers by heart,. 
children, and examine at night which you have· 
imitated. Now for our fiories. 

Lady Mary. But fi.rfi, Mrs. Affable, give me· 
leave co ask a q:uefl:ion. Before your journey to 
France, you pt omifed to tell us what things metals 
were; and you have never thought of difcharging 
your promife. A gentleman dined with us yef­
terday; hefpoke of vegetables, metals, and many 
other things that I don't underHand. Papa Jaid­
the gentleman had talked finely of ieveral things. 
It was all thrown away upon me .. 

t Eccluf cb. xxv, 20. ch. xxvi. v. 7, 8, 25, 27. N, 2.­
The author does not reckon E"luf. among the /lpoc, 

Mrs-. 
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Mrs~ AffaMe. Lady Se,,jihle, I beg you wil1 fave 
me the_trouble, and explain this to the ladies. 

Lady Set1Ji-ble. I rake it tha1: all things on earth 
are reduced to three daffes, o:r rhree kingdoms, as 
they are c~l led, the _animal, the veget-able, and the 
mineral kingdom. 

Lady FPir{y, Does not mankind come into the 
~ccount? do we g() for nothing? 
· Mrs. Affi16le. iV'.fankind is part of the animal 
kingdom ; they are as to the body animah, as a. 
fly, a worm, and all other animals tb~t are either 
bigger or mu'.:h lefs. Animals ha.ve life an<l mo­
tion. 

Lady Violent. I begin not to di Oike your leffons, 
fo m~ch, Mrs. A.ff:i.hle ; I love to difi-ratticm all 
that relates to natural phiiofoph y. Pray, tell me·, 
what is the vegetable ~i~gdom. 

Mrs. Affable. Now, ma.dam, ha.ve a gnod 
heart; I !hall -win the wager; but, in a.nfwer to 
your queflion, rvegetable1 are all fuch things as live 
and have no motion. 

Lady Yiolent. That is very fingular. I a-lways 
thought, that,. where·rher.e was life, thete was mo• 
tion alfo. 

Mrs. Affable. Trees, plants, roots cl!nd flower,s 
live and are without motion. Minerals-which are 
of the third dais or kingdom, have neither life nor· 
moti_on, as gold, filver, copper, iron, lead, mer~ 
cury, tin, &c. 

Mifs Sophia. I know them all except mercury. , 
Mrs . ./J jf ahle. I have a little vial of it. in my. 

pocket. _,_ 'Tis a mineral very like you, lady Mary.,,. 
always in motion, and can never lie fiil.l. _ 

La<ly Mai-y. That is the reafon, I fuppote, why­
it is called --quick-fil ver. Dear, how heavy it 
fee.l,s ._!: . · -

, 



· Mrs. Affahle. I'll pour it upon that tea-table 
wirha rim round it; otherwife it would run away 
and be loft. 

Lady Charlotte. How it fiirs ! What is it good 
for, Nfrs- Affable? · 

Jvfrs. /,jf,,, b e For an infinity of ufes. The phy­
ficians put it into foveral mecicines ; ic is put at 
t he back of loo1,ing-glafies; boys at fchools play 
tricks v.,-irh it; it alfo forves in barometers, &c. 

Lady Marr. I fre no quick-filver or mercury 
·abcuc the looking-glafs; where isit; what do tbey 
d o t o keep it from running away? · -

.Nfrs . .Affable. It is Lebind the glafs and fraps the 
fight, which otherwifo would pafs quite through. 
The quick-fiJver is fixed by a compofition of tin 
w ith other ingredients laid on the back of the 
glais in a very chin leaf; and this is calledfoliat­

·111g the glafs. 
Mifs Betla. You faid that they play'd tricks at 

fchoo1s with quick-filver. How is that done, Mrs. 
fijfable? 

Mrs. Affahle. For example, if you threw fame 
quick-filver into a pot, where peaie were boiling , 
the peufe woul1 come out one after another ; but 
Jee this foffice for .the anicJe of quick-•fi]ver. Let us 
return to the clafs of animals, whereof there are 
many forts; the animals endowed with reafon, 
-and th.ofe are men; _thofe of the air, that is, the 
fowls of the air; the terrefhial animals~ that Jive 
on, or in the earth; the aquatile that live in the 
·water; and Jafrly, the amphihiou1, that live in the 
air on this earth, and in the water, as ducks, 
(wans, otters, and many more. 
· Lady Tcmpejl. I have often heard of perfons, 
-whofe characl:er .was doubtful, that _they were am­
phibious, and neither fiJh nor flefl1. I did not take 
the meaning, which I do now perfect I y. 

Mifs 
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· · Mifs Bella. I am very forry, J\frs. A/fa-hie, that 
we were not acquainted fooner; I am fo ignoran t, 
that it makes me quite afhamed. I am deter­
mined to r.ecover loft time, and inform myielf of 
a thoufand very common things, which I don't 
underfrand. 

Mrs. Affable. Befides the :fhame of being igno­
rant, which you jufrly obferve, there is another 
great reafon, why you fhould defire to be infrruB:­
ed. You are all to be mar.ried, ladies; you will 
l'e concrtlB:ed to gentlemen of great il:ud y, who 
h~ve tr~v~Ild much, and are perfon_s who have 
read a g09d (;le.al. If yo.u .can only talk of drefs 
to a gentleman who has made a proper advantage 
of his education, you will foon rire ·your husband, 
who will underftand nothing in fuch a tonverfati­
on, and reduce him to foek other company; 
whereas, if be find your mind improved by 
kpov;)edge, hoine wi-11 be _dear ,rn -him _; and he will pe charmed when he hears you dif"courie fo 
.v-.cell, a.1_1~ not only on entertaining, but ,interefring 
fobjeB:s : No~, la.cly Charlotte, yo~-r ~ory, if you 
preaie. 

_Lady C,har(otte. Ahah being about to enter upon 
a y.rar, confolted his falfe prophets, ' -who affure~ 
.p.iqi, that he :fhould obtain vitl:ory over his ene­
mies. Now the king of Juda wa:s a prince, who 
feared c;;od; he had brought his troop_s ·..to Ahab'~ 
afiiO:ance, This prince was called J eho.foaphat ; he 
asked Ahab, whether there was no proph'et of ·the 
Lord ,to be found. Ahah anr wered, the.re is o,ne 
fi:fica.iah, but he doth not f.rophe{y good concernin.z me; 
btit evi-1. · Jeho/haphat deiired he fhould be fent for. 
Th.ofe who went for Micaiah, faid to him, Behold 
1.tow the "l)J_(lrds of the p,·ophets declare good unto t~e 
king rwith one mouth, let thy 'Word, 1 p,·ay thee, he li,e 
.t~e, <tvord of one of them, aYd/pea~ thaJ which is good • . · Ah~~h 
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Micaiah anf wered, he fhould not give himfeJf any 
concern .about what others faid; bur that \vhich: 
God prompted him to fay, he would fpeak. Then· 
Micaiah foretold to the king, that he fhould fall in 
t:he battle. Did not I teJl you, fai~ Ahab? let him 
be carried to prifon, and when I come l~ack in 
peace, he ihall be treated as he deferves. I con­
frnt , lvlicaiah anCv.rered, and if thou return ,at all i,i 
peace, the Lord hath not Jpoken by me. Ahab was Hain 
in the battle, and when they waJhed his body dogs 
licke'1 !.::.is blood . His fon who fucceeded hiin was 
no be-ce r than the father. He fell fck, and dif. 
patched rneffengers to co.nfult the falfe Gods'. Eli-
jah fiopt them, is there no God in lj-ae,~ faid he., 
.that you .go and confult idols ? Tell him from 
God, that, in punilliment of this heinous offence., 
he fhall never rife from his lick-bed. '\:Vhen the 
king underfi:ood., that Elijah was the prophet, who 
foretold his-death, he fent off a captain •with fifty 
men to take him; -but fire came down from hea­
;ven, and defhoyed them all. The fame happen­
.ed to a fecond company ordered to b..ring a way the 
prophet, which yet did not hinder the wicked prince 
difpatching a third. -But ttlie ]aft were good men, 
-and the captain,. iniread of threateni.qg the prophet, 
fe ll on his knees at his fee.t; and he and his men 
:returned without hurt. 

Then Elt'jah, by God~s fpecial command, fol.:. 
Jowed the Cil.ptain, and when he came to the king 
l1e repeated the former menaces, which were aJfo 
fulfilled. Afcer th·is the prophet faid to Elijha, '' I beg of thee fray here and leav:e me not." Elijha 
.anCwered, as the Lord li'Veth., and thy foul liveth, l 
ciuill not learve t hee. For he knew .that the Lord 
twould take away his mailer that day. .Several 
fans of the prophet's followed at .a clifi:ance. The 
~afrer and the difciples came to .the hanks of the 

nver 
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·river Jordan. The pro_phet having firuck the wa­
ters with his mantle, the river divided an~ open­
ed a free paffage for them. El,jah faid, aft what I 
foal/ do for thee, hcfore I he takenjrom thee. Elijha 
anfwered, kt a douhle portion of thy .fpirit he upon me. 
I c fhall be Elijah faid as thou defire11-, if thou fie me 
~hen I am lake~ from thee. They ·went on and talk­
ed. _Hut ori a fudden God took up E.'ijah in a fiery 
c_hariot. Elijah cried out, my father, mv fizthJr: 
tbi chariot of lfrae!, and the gufde f thneof e fr~ w 
the prophet no more, hue his mantle that was 
faHen to the ground and taken up by Elifha. 

l\!Irs . .P-jfab/e. You may obferve, ladies, in this 
pafiage of the fcripture hifiory, the charatler of 
princes and the great ones. They are ,,,illing e- . 
no ugh to confult prophets, that is to take ad vice, 
but if the anf wer is contrary-to their inc~inations, ' 
.the advifor is looked upon as an epemy. By this 
means they are in.vefl:ed with flatterers, who keep 
truth at a <lifrance, and out of reach. Confider 
.t,his, children attentiYely ; though no.t horn prin­
ceffes, you are ladies of noble birth ; that fuffices 
to bring in crouds of flatterers ; and, if you lifl:en 
to the"ir vain difcouries, it mull prove youi· 
ruin. 

Lady Char.latte,. -Y mufl: tell you, Mrs. Affah!e.,, 
what has happened to me. Our hou[e-keeper, as 
arrant a coaxer as ever was has n_ever forgiven 
_yo~r penancin,g me, and making me wait on mi 
maid at fu_pper. When fhe heard of your being 
returned t0 England, fhe talked ver·y oddly, an~ 
the refl: of the fervants followed her exam pie. She fays., that you are mighty r idiculous; that 

ama 1s quire in the wrong to let you ufe me fo 

thertof, a, it is read m the vulgate Int-er.; 

I 

. , 
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itt, and that the children under your care are 
greatly to be pitied. 

Mrs. Affable. And what did you fay, my dear? 
Lady Charlo1te. I told her fhe talked like a fool; . 

that you was as meek as a lamb, and never found 
fault, but for our good. 

Mrs. Ajfah!e. I am much obliged to you for ar­
pearing in my defence, but you might have done 

fo without any harlh language to the poor woman, 
that knows no better. To :fhew you that I have ­

a true fenfe of your good will roward3 me, I con­

demn you to _make your exeufe to her for calling ­

her a fiol. You D1ould ha v-e refpeEted her ye:.trs 
and fpoke civilly. 

Iv1i1s Sophia. This is a fingp1ar method of ch an k­
ing lady Charlette. -I dare fay, Mrs. Affable, !be 

vlould have been very willing _to difpenfe with 
thanks of that nature: · 

;Lady Charfolle. No, upon honour, .my dear. 

As I ·have ta-ken a refoJution to be a good child, 

how could I be fuch, if Mrs. Affable -was not fo 
kind as to tell me of my faul_ts_. 

--Mrs. Ajjable. Dear lady Charlolle, I cannot 

forbear tears of joy ; with thefe fontiments you 
will foon be an acc.omplished young _lady. What 

would I give to fee all rbefe Jadies in the fame dif­

pofition ! I hope the time is not far off. 
Mi!s Sophia.' See, Mrs. Affabl, ! I am not fa 

filly but I c~n perceive, that·yo~ are very well fa­
tisfied with all thefe ladies _; · and that your men­

ti~ning tpem is a mere civility; fo .thac ·I conch1?e 
y@u :cari only mean me. · · . 

Lady Yiolent. Come, come, nu.dam, I b6l1eve 
myfelf entitled to a very good share of the com­
pliment. To fpeak the plain tru_th, I am very 

much of a ·hafiy d-r--a-gooni-ng temper .; and I ow:n, 

th,~t I half craze my poor goverI,1efs. 
Mrs. 
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Mrs. Affable. Well ladies! I am content to have­

you think, that I looked a little that way. You 
Jc now your foible; that is not a fmall point gained_; 
it is the beainning of a cure, and plea(e God 1 r 
will be foo~ complete. Now, mifs Bella, favour' 
us with your ftory. 

Mifs Bella. E!ijha returned tb the · Jordan, and 
with the mantle he had inherited. from Elijah, 
fmote the waters, which divi~ed a f-econd · time to 
let him pals. He came to another · place, where· 
the inha~icants reprefented to him, that their lands 
were Larren, and the water naught. El/ha or- · 
dered a cruifo to be brought, and aft_er he ha~ put' 
fome falt into ir, he cafr it into the fhring, and' 
healed the water. 
- Then the prnph-et 1vent·up tO' Bethel, and fome 

fad e children comfog out of the city, mocked him 
for his baldnefs, and called him - bald-hfad. Elijhtr 
curfed them in the name of the Lord.; . and at the 
fame time two bears came out·of'che \vood, ani 
n,re in pieces.forty two of rhefe wicked:children. 
· The king . of ljrael, who was going to war­

againit the Moabites, caJled the kings of Juda and 
Edom to his ailifl:ance. The three princes came to-­
a place where there \Vas no water; a.:nd Jehofhaphat · 
asked wh,ether there was no prophet of the Lord· 
thereabouts; and as foon as they named Elijha ;. 
he delird him to be fent for, faying, the word of' 
the Lord is ,.vJitb him. When · Elijha came; he fai:f; 
ro the king of · l[tael, What ' harr;e r to do rwith 

· thee? Get thee to the prophets oftby father a11d•thy ~mo­
ther. If thou were alone, I would not' look towards 
thee, nor fie thee, but for ·tl1e regard fhave to J e- · 
hijhaphat king . of .- Juda. And afrer•this he pro­
miied him plenty of water ·and vittory over the­
Moabites. He had ordered the valley_ to be_ made 
foll of ditches •; and he foretold, that they_ ihoulc! 

"Voi.... I. . E hay~ 

I 
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n either wind nor rain, and that t he valley would 
be .fill,cf with water. The Lord pe rformed. what. 
the prophet bad predicted in bis name; the ditches 
were filled with W?.ter ; a nd the next morning_ 
when the fun fuone upon d1e water it appeareJ to 
the Moahite; as red as blood. With this they were 
perfuade_d , t hat the kings werejlain, and had J11,ittni 
one another . Then [vfoa/; halted to the fioil of the. 
camp,' and as it were threw rhemfelves ndhly upon 
the fvrnrds or the lj, mfit es . They were defeated, 
~heir cities. and thei r country defhoyed, which fo 
enraged their king ; thac ,he brought bis elddt fon, 
t!1at was to fucceed hi:n, and offored him upon the 
wad a burn t-oft€;ring and facrifice to 111s faJfo 
Gols in ti1e figh t of all ljrael. 

Mrs . ./J.jfabLe. 1Tis but a moment fince I w.::i.s tel­
li ng lady Cha,·lotte, that old age was to be n::fpected; 
take notice, ladies, how the wicked ch.i l<lren viere 
puniI'ned, who mocked rhe prophet. 

1\1.i[s lllo!ly . I mu.Pc own, lVfrs. Alfa-hie, I have 
that ur.Jy way of lau~rhirirr a t old r)eonle. A1ama'S D D D l. 

nude comes t0 foe us now. and then; ShP. has ne-
ver a tooth left in her head ; thi s aftcll:s her fpeech 
fo very oddly, that I burft ou t a laughing, as foon 
as fhe is gone; and 1 can mimick her fo exaB:Jy, 
tha t I make all the forvants in the houfr laugh at 
old nurle . 

J\1rs . Aff~, Me . A fine thing, indeed, for a yollng 
- perfon of g:.;afo~ to ~lay d.1e ape bcf !re fer vanes ! 

How can you •, t h111 k rney will e,·er rdpeH you, af­
t er they ha ve fcen you come down to foch mean 
and unwon-hy actions ? 110, my dear, there is no­
tli ino- fo low as urnking a jeit of old peoi)le, or of 
t boit who have fome n.arnrnl defocL The fora1er 
mu [t be rdpcl'.:ced , the latter pitied . I {houJ<l be 
vcrv forry , my dea r, if I thot:Jght you would not 
gcr'rl1e beccer of thi s fad faul t; it bctr;.:ys a t,ad 

and 
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11ruf malicious heart . Lady Witty, pray tell the ladies how they behaved to aged perfons at Sparta. Lady Witt)', The Spartan commonwealth was thought to be governed by the bell and wile!l: la??, thouah in my opinipn, Jajies, it wasfarotherw1ie; D ~ 

I • 1 .for I fi.nd tb at the greateil part of rn e1r aws were ·ridi.::ulous and prejudicial. But I approve grer.rly ,of the laws th~y obferved in their behaviour to el­d.er1y perfons. Young people were nor allowed rn fit in their prefence; and when they appe.u-ed in publick meetings, they gave tb em t he befl: pl.tees. The Atheniam did nor {hew the fame i-e1peft. Some embaffadors from Sparta happened to be at Atl.·ens :; they were much offended to fee fome poor old men. pufhed about in the crowd, and at a lofs for want of a proper pk..ce in the theatre, w:1{"rc the pu ~l i.'c 1hews were exhibited. The emba{fadors, · who \Vere placed very honourably, could not b 2ar this regard leis behaviour t? perfons advanced in .years ; th ey forced the old men to fit in their places, and gave in their example a very prope r leffon to the Athenians. 
Lady Vio .1ent I am never pleafed to hear any thing, rh- tis misl:lecoming, placed to the accoun t­of iny Athenians. I am like lady llf/itty, and p,rcfe r them far before the Lacedem?nians, whofe laws, in my opinion, are very bubarous . 
.l\1rs . A.ffable . You a re very bol<l, ladies; that you dare to bb.1rie the Laceclemonian laws, wbich the greatefr men admire . I vmuld willingly ask, why you like the dthenians, and ciiili ke the oth'ers . Lov~ and hatred murc not go by fancy, but upon good and folid groundr 
Lady /71ole:1t . JJiine is fou n~lcd upon very good. rcafrms. I hate the Lacedemon ians for their cruelt)"

7 their obfl:in .:tcy to comi nue ignorant, and their we~..; m.en for WGmt of mo<lefty. I love the .dthcuimu ; _. . . .E ~ thei 
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they were learned, and enemies to floth and in••­
gratirude. They had, I muJ1 own, very great 

.faults ; but fiiJI I love their faults better than the 
virtues. ofthe· Lacedemo11ian1. Pray let-me tell the 
ladies, how they. ufod the children at S;,art. 

Mrs. /fjfahle. With all my heart, 'lady; but 
- \'!.·hen you f xpofe the faults of the Lacedemonian,., 

ynu ought iri" ju~ice to fay fomething of their vir-­
tues . . 

Lady Witty➔ I find none, I do :xffure you. 
Mrs . .AJji ble. How can you fay fo, my dear?. 

was not their exafr ohedience to the laws ·a vir­
tue? 

Lady ltVitty~ No, indeed, . my dear Mrs. AjfaM", 
] beg pardon for being of a different opinion. Yott 
will always have us ipeak the-truth; and really I 
:fhould not, if 1 faidit was a virtue. Now, Mrs. 
-.Affable, I am obliged to obey you; fhould you 
comman~ me to kill lady Mary, would that be a . 
virtuous · action ? Is it not then very wioked to 
obey bad law..s. 

Lady Violent. That is ju!1: what- I think. For 
example, or.e of their laws at- Sparta, was that 
children mull: be brought up to the -contempt of · 
pain. Why! that is very well ; but that they 
might get this. g9od habit, there were certain fo .. 
lemn.ities, on which the children were brought to 
the temples, and, without any fault, whipt, till 
t-hey were all over blood; be!ides this, they were 
J1ot fuffered to flied a tea-r.. To cry was a ce_rtain 
Jofs of reputation ; and more than once children 
lrn.ve expired under ·this exercifo without: dropping 
a tear ; but what is Hill more horrible, . their fa ... 
thers and mothers afiifi-ed a.t the execution; they 
were quite eafy to fee their poor children torn in 
this cruel manner, and exhorted them to fuffir 
-wichout c.owplaining. 

Mrs~ 
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:Mrs. Ajfahli . This reafon leaves no room for a 

' ryply, and folly jutl:ifies the young ladies a verfion 
·to the :Laademonian Jaws. ·Obedience .to laws, to 
be .a virtue, •requires them .to be good and juft. ; 
if"they are had, the greater our obedience is, the 
more guilty we are. That is a gee metrical de­
rnonfhation, .my dear. 
_ .Mifs Bella . .1 am not -fo nice about the matter. 
What pleafes me is.good; -what does not, I fay, is 
good for nothing:. 

Mrs. /Jjfab!e. That is -a fure way to judge quite 
\\!Tong. .I hope.chis ,will be no 1 ule with you for 
the furure. You have a _great fha1e of wit, de.ir 
mifs, and even a fupe.1'.ior genius. Nothing is 
wanting but~ jufl: way of thinking; and if you, 
mus, w.ilJ join wjrh me, we will iet co work , anJ 
I am fore of foccefs. Lady Violent, you !aid that 
the Athenians punifhed ingratitude; i f I rcmemb a 
righ t, I . gave yo.u a pretty fiory to t bat purpofo 
about two years ago. Would you favour us with • · ;i 
lL 

Lady Tliolent. Very willingly, Mrs. l'{ffe;ble . I 
remember it yery well. At .llthe11s .there were 
judges appointed to punifh ingratirn<le, bur th e c?:fo , 
h~ppened fo feldom, that they ha<l nothing to do. 
They thought it very t edio us to go to t ;1e court of 
judi<:_ature without any caufo laid before them; and 
atJait hu11g up a bell for thofe to ring, WHO lh ou l<l 
have any cafe in their way to he heanl : the bell 
hung -a lof!g time before any body rung, fo long, 
that fame grafs th.at grew on the fide of the w a 11 
took hold of the bell-rope, and clung a Gout it. 
About ·this ti.me a man, who found !1is horf.:: was 
grnwn coo old to work, turned him out of.the G-a­
ble to fave his keeping. The poor horfe walked 
v ery fad about the fheet, as if he had gueffed he-
1hould fiarve very-foon. Chance brou_gh.t hi.m by 

.F 3 t~ 
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1:he houfe of thefe judges ; he fpi ed the grafs grow­
ing on the fide of the \val1, and reared on his hind · . 
feet to nibble ir , this was to no purpofe, for he 
only caught hold of the rope, ahd rur:g t he bell 
feveral times . They perceived the horfe mufl: 
have rung the hell ; they inquired whoie he was . 
Some of t he n eighbburs faid he was n obody's, his 
matter having turned him off. This is really a , care, iaid th e judges, t hat lies before us. It is a 
_great piece of ingratitude for t his man to ca fr away 
a poor animal worn out in h is fervice; it muil: 
n ot Lie foffered . Accor~ingl! t!}.;_tJent for the 
mafre-r of tbe horfe, anci ob!Jged to pay as much 
m oney as would keep the old h orie1 the reil: of his / 
days . 

Lacly T,Yitty . It mufi be owr-ed, Jad!es, that A­
thrns was a ch.arming place, where fo fe\:v ungrate­
ful perfons were to be fo-cnd; and where ingr:1ti.­
t ude, even to poor anirnds, was puniD.ed. Per­
fons are p~ni1hed for had all:ions in L,Ndon , and 
e.Jl.ewhere; but ilt Athens--thoie were puniH1ed, who 
miHed doing good . . 

!.Irs. Liff able. \Ve :lrnll talk that O',er another 
ti me, my <leir; it is late nc'.:, ard. \';e have fti li 
a itory from the frripture with fomeching of geo-
graphy to get over . , .. _ 

M1fs Motly. A pro1J1et s w1dow camP. to Eli/ta; 
t hou knoweil:, r~id ihr', thar my husband v: cts a 
fervan..r of God; he di~d before he coulJ- pay his 
dc1.,cs ; and bis cre:litor ij come to take z:nto hun 11,y 
tv.:o fons to be bond-moz. E 1ijha asked her what :fhe 
bad ·in the houfe? nothing but a pot of oil, th e wi- · 
d ovv anf\ 1c r-?:L Go, fays the prophet, borrow of 
your r:.cighhours a grec1t_rnany empty vcficls. Then . 
t hou Jhalc Jhur t he door up0n thee , and pom thy oi l 
into thnle. vefi cls . The widow obey~d; and for ;.t]l 
ihe continued pouring on, the oil came ihll as if the 

· vei~ 
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1vdfel had no bottom . She calJed to h" r fon, Lring 
'another veffel·, fa.i d D1e . They are all full, :rn(wercd 
·t he fon ; and the oil ceafed to flow ; the widow , 
by th e direction of the prophet, fold the oil , and 
fa t isfi.ed the credi tor . 
_ One day t he prophet patted to Shu1Um, where 
a very ri ch \voman in vited him preffiilgly co 
ea t a bi t w ith her ; and fo fne did e-very rime he 
ca.me t ha t way., A t Jafl: ihe fa.id rn her bu;,h:rnd, 
1 per~eive, that this is a holy man of Gerl. Let us 
make a lit t ie cham!Ju for him, when he r!ii11ks 
proper to come hither. E/1.foa bad a gr:Hc ful frnfe 
-of all t hefe favours, and was defirous or rnak :ng 
fome acknowledgment to his benefaGors. Hrs 
fervam faid to him, /7eri~v, Jhe hath no c_4i/d. TIHJ 
prophet fent for her, and foretold , rba t fhe fhou Id 
have a fon a t the year's end . The prediB:ion was 
punB:ually verified . Some years -aft~r, t his cl ,ilu 
_going ro the field, v,here his fathe r was looking 
after the reapers , was taken fo ill with a fore 
hcad-ach . rhat his fathe r ordered bim to be car­
ri_ed home to his mother, whc, took h im upon her 
knee; and the child. expired very foo n. Upon 
this, tbe woman foll of a lively faith, carried tlie 
child, and laid hirn upon the bed of the man o f 
God; and mounting an afs, 1J. e went to mo un t 
Carmrl, where .fhe threw bedelf at tlie .feet nf the 
prophet. E!ifot1's forvc:Jnt offered rn hinder lier. 
But the man of God faid, let her alone ; fhc is 
under great grief, and the lord hath conce,tl ed it 
from me. 'I be Shuna m1te gave him an a_ccount of 
v:hat had happened ; and El,Jha faic.i to his forvanr, 
_go to her houfe, and Jay my fta:ff rm the chill, 
But the Shunrm,itc declared she wou ld no t 1-a\'e 
him, tilI he confonred to go with he r . The pro ­
_phet followed her, and _put up focb fervent ,pra) ers 

rn 
F 4 



:104 CZ:he Y-oung Ladies Magaz.Ztw, 
.to God, that he obtained the child's return to Jife in behalf of the charitable Shunamite • 

. Mrs. Afjahle. You fee, Children, that a chari­.table aB:ion is never loft ; and moreover, obierve that, though charity extends to all that are poor, .care mufi be had to -reliev.e chiefly thofo, who fear' the Lord. He has a lingular regard to the prayers of the poor ; and they obtain mercy for their be­.n ::faB:ors. Admire the unbounded liberality of .Go:l to the .virtuous ; he feems to have bound - himfelf to comply with their requefls. There is an exceeclin.g plea.fore in ferving fo good and fo generous a mailer. Whereabouts do we .fiand in ·Geography, Lady Sufible. 
Lady S,nfible. We iiJOke Iall: of the _province of Poitou, but faid nothing of .Aunis, a little country, fouthweft of Poitou. Rochelle lies here. This ciqr -v.--as given as a cautionary town to the Pi-oreCT:ants of Frana, and was be{ieged by ltcv.;is XIII, who took it after a year and a months fiege, duriAg which the inhabitants ea t, for th eir ful:,.fiftance, .ti1 in gs, whereof the very .tbo.ugh.t fir.ikes us with 

.horror. 
_Rochefort, is .another to\vn in the Payis d' Aunh, a·nd is ~ne o.f .the ftarions, for the RoJai Nav)' upon 

the ocean. 
Sai11tunge, is fouth of Poitou. Saintes, upon the ,r i \·er Cba, ante is the ca pirnl. The Ga1·onne , an~ ot.11':'. r rive r has its courfe through this province. 
J\:lrs. /1.ffable. \,Ve will go no farther to da.y, fa­:di.e-?, if _you pleafc.. 

DI A · 
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Lady Lo.1usA, Lady LucY., Mrs. AFFA~LE, 

-
Mrs. A, _FA B L·n. 

Y OU ·are here betimes, ladies; our young 
ones will not come ·till .n oon it is but ju~t 

-nine o'clock. ·pr~y, ladies, what brings you thus 
early? 

bady Lou;fa. We wanted a little private talk 
with you,. and ·h~ped _you would allow .us an hour 
of your time. 

Nfrs. AffuMi:. Speak your minds freely, Jadies .; 
-you may dep_end upon me as you would upon the 
fincereft friend yon have. · · 

Lady Luc_i1• We relied muc_h upon _your kindn-:fs 
and friendfhip, wbich has dete rm ined us to take 
the libe rty of confuicing with ycu. What v.-e 
·11ave heard, fince we frequent you, makes us 
tremble. I mufl: own, as to myieJf, that I have 

'. bad no rcft Ii.nee. Ah! J\tfrs . Ajfahfe, I r. m fa­
_tisfied_, -chat I neither '1i v.e nor thir:k J;ke a cbrif­
tian ; I _perceive , but under the _grcatefl rerors, 
that thofe words of the prophet, flocio long 0v.:ill 

JOU halt betrv.Jeen t<'l.i.:o, are directed to me, Tliis is 
my fituation, between God and the world; but I 
fear I may -fay with more tru th, that I am quire 
taken up · with the worJd and its pleafures, and 
that I ha ve icar::e thoug!1t on God; my foul, - my 
fa! vation and ercrni ry. 

Lady Louifa . T har is my cafe, JVfrs . Affatle, 
though I bear myielf commended for piety, and 

,.even was within a trifle of making myfelf that _ 
.com:-
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co mpliment. As I have not been in any occa. fi cm of C'Jmmittjng great faults, I·really fancied m yfdf virtuous ; but u pon a clofe examination of my bebaviour, I mnfl: fay with this lady, that I hacI n ot fo much as an idea of what it is to be a chrif­tian. I have gone farther ; I have till very lately made jeit of all that thongbt better and more j11di­ciouf1y on this fobje[t. CJl::r )'are Jl.fethodijls lrn'> been my conftant anf•.•ier, whenever the converfation .has turned upon perfons wholly taken up' with the grand afrai r of falvarion . 

}\frs. A.ff~:b!e . This readinefs to correfpond with the pi0us motions which the Holy Ghofl- is pleafod to excirc in your f e:irt'.i is very edif) ing. The bdr .muCT.: worl( their falvation with fear ancl tr~m­biing; but take care that even this fear, though it .co me from God , c!o not brer.k in upon the confi ­.dence, the tranCJuility ancl content, which pofleffos ~he h~ai-t of the jufl- an<l righteous . 
Lady Lcuifa . Very right, hirs . Ajjable ; but ar~ we in the number of thofo juft and righteous per­fom? Have we not on the contrary much 1cafcm to fen.r, ·that we may be~reckoDed among the ido­Jar.:-rs, you mentio ned t'utber d8.y ? 
l'lfrs . Affable. Hark'ce fadies , I am to o1· ferve -t\YO things with regard to your pr"'fent firnarion of mind, and mufl: prevail on you to obicrve t!1 e fa me, io reJa ri.on to yourielves. You are betw<.::en n1,ro dangerom rocks, eqlJalJy to be avoided . The fi rPc is remifl nefs in your d1,1 ry, the focond is a trueJy frrupulous anxiety . Your courfo muil: be b et wee n tbe two, declining neither to right or left . . The 1-nr'l\.vledge I have lies in a frnall corn par , but God is pleafod to proportion the light , ,:vl1ich w e receive, to our refpccl:ivc employs, ~nd may ·enlarge mv undcrfr:tnding in foch a mann er, that I m~y ~b ~ niore clea r fight ,d in your _ca.fr: than I J,hould be in my own. lll ho1)es that 1t will be fo, 

I am 

I 

I 
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I am ready to hear, and to anfwer you ; but, 
tu advife as I ouo-bt I muCT: fi.rfi J..ncw vou tho-o ' . J roucrhJy. You muCt be fincere and free with me. 
No~ lady Luer, tel1 me what is your idol? 

Lady Lucy . 1\1:yfelf. I will now draw myfelf to 
the life, and you will find that the terrors, which 

,ab.rm me, are but too weIJ grounded . 
J.1rs. AJfable. Rememl::::r however that in juflice 

t o y0urfeif and to me, your good as well as bad 
qualities mufr come into the account . 

Lady lucv Good qualities! I-affore you I know 
of none; J fh onld be very vain, if I thought I 
had any virrue ; there may perhaps· be fomething 
of a deceitful refemblance, a kind of likenefs; 
but 1\frs. /jfable, fuch virtues are but like bafe and 
coun terfeit money. ' 

.Mrs. Affable. On this head you owe the fame 
:jufl-tce to yourieff, that you do to others . Were 
you m iHrefs of every virtue, ftill there would be 
no ro0m for vanity. Virtues would Le natural, , 
or acguired; if the firO: you have no reafon to 
boaP.: of wl:-at God has beftov,1ed upon you, with­
out any concurrence of yours; and the knowledge 
of your good natural qua liries, can only excite 
your gratitude, to be thankful rn your benefalt:or; 
·if you acquired thele good qmtl ities, it is not by 
your own firergth, but by the fuccour and af­
fiihnce of God, as- the author and nature of 
grace. Such good qualities as are merely nat_urnl, 
cannot produce any Cbrijtian actions trnely fuch, 
but requi re the influence of God's powerful gn-tce, 
.that rhe virtues ci.n<l the aaions may be truely 
Ch1{/l:"a11 . All that is evil in you is your own; · 
never forget i r, rl1at you may do yourfelf jufl:ice., 
that is, tr ·it yourfrlf \.Vlth contempt. All that 
is good in you comes from God; never Jofe the 
fight of this gre:--,t truth, that you may blef hi rn , 
who :us befrowed it., and be encourJged to Jove · 

.hini 
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him inceffantly. There is no need of informin{J' _ me, concerning what you naturally are, but wh~ 
you are, as a chrifiian thrvugh God's mercy. 

Lady Luq. I am to tell you fiEcerely Mrs. A;-
fable, you have now extricated me, out of a very 
perplexed licuarion of mind, and have cured me of 
an infupporcable racking fcrnple. I ·have natu­
rally tolerable good diipofitions, were they not 
tainted with felf-Jove; 1 have been brougl1t up 
in a very chriCT:ian family, v.;here 1 have feen no­
t hing but good example; and .b-y that means have, 
a -& I may fa.y, got good habits mechanically. When rhefa come into my-mind, I avoid all refleElions up­
on them as ba<l th oughts, for fear of imitating 
the proud pharifee. 

Lady louifa . F or my part I hav~ got into the other ex t.rem e, I am fati sfied and qt.:ite convinced, 
that I am not fo good as I ihould be, but then I . think I am much better than oth ers. And I am 
pleafed with the thought, as if I was obliged to ·n-~ yfelf for th e good qualities I may have. 

Mrs. Affi2blf. Both excefies are very faulty, and 
c.on !equently to be a voided. Let us hear lady 
Lucy, th e good and bad yoq. have to fay of yoorfelf. 

Lady Lucy. To fo1-ilh my picture, and to give 
y ou an id ea of the firn at ion I have been in, I need onl y de /ire you w ould remember the account of 
the lady, who was f51 e_: rnefi in her fea_rch af~er 
true happinefs. I was rn hopes of meeting with 
it in Ehe wor1d, and its pleafures. I found nothing 
but di _guCT: and tro.uble. My heart ]oaths every 
o'b jccr , and ieeks in ail places w ha--c it finds n0 
v.ihere. 

Lady Louifa . H ere I mufi differ from lady Lucy. The world promifes, and really gives me 
pieafu re. I am di verced at a ball, a plc:y, fome 
affe mblies ; not t hat I w ould be take n up with 
.fuch cl.i \·erfions from mGmin_g till .n~ght; but I 

look 
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look upon them as innocent, and fuch as may be allowed at. mr, age. I love to drels and p ut on fine cloaths ; nor did I ever th ink it an offence, 
provided a proper regard to modefty was obfrrved. Tobefhort, JVfrs. Affable., I am re fo lved ro wo1k my fulvation,. and go to heaven; but as to chis Earticular, I have fer bounds to my ambition; I don't afpii-e to the firft place, and would Le I'e--. forehand with all the pleafores, tha t can be with­
out offending God. 

iv!'rs .. AffaMe. Before I an f wer ·you, madam; kt 
me a~.k lady lu7, wliac hind ers her r elifh c:f th.e 'Ele'alurcs, fbe fre1<:s after . Ler u s know, my dear. Do the pleafores them !elves ditgult-, or fomcthing that Heps in, and hinders your rnking full fatif- . ratl:ion in thoie am ufom tnts ? 

Lady Lucy. You flrnll know,. Mrs . .A_fjahle how it is. I am, we'll fo_epofe, in viced to . a ball ;, I accept the i'nvitation, in hopes of being diverted.; · l go with the grearcil: eagerneis, and baniih all , thoughts, tha t can hinder me raking the fame ple~­fure w-irh others. fn rhe height of the diverfion comes a . th.ought which makes fo . ilrong an im,­
"prefiion on -me, that r cannot pofTibly remove it 
out of my mind. Ic.feems to me as if I heard a voice, that· fays:. Ji it far this, that God has placed thee in thi.s ".JJorld? If · every, vain and unprofit,­
able word is to he fev ereJy accounted for, can J imagine, that God will not make me account­
able for the moments lofl: her.e ? Y_ou eafily corr­
ceive, that. with fuch thoughts, I cannot enjoy the fatisfaB:ion I propofed to myfelf. I . r em ember the fir ft ball' I went to; I perfealy longed for the 
day. Three nights pafled.,virhout a wink offleep; fo impatient was I for the moment I was. to fee 
out 01: thi.~ party of pleafure. I was dazzled w:itf1 tfie g lmerrng fhe w; all the court was there, an d llreally wifoed for· more ey_e~ than I had, to enj?y 

· t,ilc 
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·the profpeB:: . All on a fodden, I had.this thought, 
How many ftrfons among thrfe 1 ha-ve noq,u before 
?Ile will die e' re t his year is ended? Could they 
har;.1e the heart to dh;ert thev,fil,,m, if they k11erw 
their ter!n <waJ fa near? Hut "1.l'ho can affure vu, 
t hat I fo .,!/ not be one if the number? .Alld y•t for 
thi1 •1.vt1 k pajl, 1 h,,'Ve m,nde,t r~othir.g but a;rr/; and 
trijle;; tbis /-a; caujed 11wr.y tljiraflions at my 
p, ayrrs; and I h:,cue had m·ther G'Jd nor my faf-
•vat;on .ft,jjiciently in my though:'s. . 

This, Mrs. Affablr, rook.up c\e whole time of 
the call. Some thought 0f this nature fi-ill lurks 
in the mind, and only waits for the moment I 
have chofo for di verfi.on, to .break out c nd en-
grcfs all my attentiori. . 

- 1\.1rs. Affable. Lady Louifa, what do you think. 
of your friend's fituation ? · 

Lady Louija . Think? That foe is too fcrupulous. 
At this rate, we may as well be buried alive. 
Does God forbid innocent ·pleafores? Tel l me fin -

·cereJy, ?vlrs . A/fa6le. If you th ink we mu[t give 
them up co fecure heaven, in revcrfion~ I will do 
it, but that will give me the greate11: uneafincis, 
·for I mufl: tell you once more, rhat I love plea.­
'fore and di verfions . 

Mrs. Affable . 1Tis natural at your agP., madam.;, 
·I mu11 not make a crime o.f rhis inclination, 
·neither can I flatter natmc. If 1 di{fomblcd on 
-this occafi0n, I fhould not defcrve the ccnf dence 
you are plea!ed to repofo in nie. · 
· It is no offence, I muft tell you, at your time of 
lifi, to de fire fame d.i verfion, but this mu it le· 
ilated in a more proper 1.igbt. To divert your­feJf wjcbout any prejudice to confcience, ' 

Firflr, 'j be di verfions and plcafot'es mufi not be 
evil of them frl ves . : 

Second I y, Though not evil in rhcmfeh-cs, tl1ey 
mu Pc not b foch, as may bring you in particu lar 
fa.co any danger~ Thirdly 



D I A L O G U E VII. nr I 

Thirdly, They mu.fl: not prejudice any efienti· l dury. 
· Fourthly, Let your diverlions be a relaxation, bur not your rro_eilion, and only bufineis; let fhem take up a fmall part, not the whole of your time ; that is, you mu.fl: not give yourielf up as a fla veto pleafures . You may, if I may be allowed the exprellion, for a fhort while lend, but not abandon ynurfolf to diverfions. 

Fifthly, The intcn~ion of a little amufcmcnt mu fl be good. The end you propofo, rnu!1c be only to unbend the mind, to recover th~ fatigue of your daily du ries in your rcliicftiv calJjng s, that you may reforEe them wich g rrnceraiacrity . · Lafriy, Take this rule, whcreuy you may dif­cover , whether your pafiimes are innocent . Befo re you take an y diver.fion, confider whether you dare 1ay. 0 God, ftake this divcrfion for th y iake. 
Lady Luc/ . May one offer to God his relaxa~­tion and amufernents? N ow I fhould have thought it a wam of rcfpec.1: . 
Mrs. Ajjab!e. Have you neve:i; taken notice of · what Sc. Paul fays , '?.).;htther y eat 01· drinl.-, or <ivhatfae-1-er ye do, do all to the glory of GoJ; he does n ot fay whether you pray or· give alms; he iin oJes' <;mt the moft animal acrions of life to ih~w, that there .is none, which ought not to be done for the glory. of God . This is tbe true fecret of l10]i,1efs, I foppo.fe, t !tar the aa;ons are not cri -' m ina.1 ;. let the acri:Jns be never fo common ; foch as they are, let them be '-clone fr~efy , without · conO:raint, not om of a motive of vain compla­cency to ourfelves, but to the glory of God . 

Lady l oui/a But what is it to God, \\ hcther I taL diverfions or not? 
··<-J':lfrs . Affable . Vv'hen God put a foul into your body , he charged the firCT: with the ca re o'f the' lat.ter. Hence, to t:l.ke a rcafonable care of tbe 

pody_,. 
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body, i·s to obey God, and to give him glory by 
a refpeB:fol fobmiffion to his commands. To· 

_ feed the body with moderation, to watch with , 
ca re, for the preierva tion of your health, to re­
frern and unweary the body by fuirabJe recrea-

- rions, are duties, ,vhich· it were finfol to neg lefr. 
Where God commands, your compliance muf.l: be 
agreeable, and y.ou may offer this act of o1'edi.­
ence to his divine wil l. For example, it would be 
very unhecoming for a perfon . that'is very intem­
perate, to fay : l'vly God, I eat thu1 in obedience· 
to _1ou . His confcien::e mufi i1nmediateJy reproach. 
liim : How darefl t fsou prefume to thin.4, . that thou. 
obe)rfl his dirvi11e -Maj,jlY, by dejlroying the health,. 
rwblch ht: cbarg.fd tha to pr~/e r-ve. 
: By obferving theie directions, you may divert· 
youdelves as much as is proper. I £hall g_ive you 
rhem in wri'ting ; and you will confider whether 
liitherto your di verfions have tallied with rh efe. 
rules . Lady Lucy will then enjoy_ for God's fake, . 
and _wichouc fcruple, the pleafu res that are fuit­
abJe co this doct rine; and lady Louifa will gene­
rouCTy refign all foch as are not c6n!ifi:ent witl-i 
thefe maxims. 

Lady Lucy. I have learned more this day, than 
ever I undedl:ood before; aod if .you will'favour 
us with fuch ufefol converfations, from time ro· 
rime? I fhall ·be the happiefi: creature in the world •. 

Mrs. _Affable. I.am entirely at, your fervice, Ja­
rlies, but, be fore, let our conferen ces be very_ 
fecret. They would appear very ridiculous to · 
your fine ladies ..•... But heTe are our young_ 
ladies for the Ie:ffon of' philofopby. This wilt 
give us v,ery great lights for confirming what we.. 
have begun to explain, and which we will ex.-· 
irm~ne thoroughly the nex t time \Ve m eet. 

~lie, End of the jrJJ- Volume. 
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D I A· L O G U E VIII. 

Mrs. AF FA :13 LE. 

L. ADY Senjib!e, pray-tell us, where we left o~ 
at our lafr meeting. 

Lady Sa'.fib!e. We we1·e upon the definition 0£: . nappinefs. You faid, that he. was happy, who de~ fired nothing, nor had any thmg to fear. 
Mrs. Affable. Did I give any prnof of this <lefi.; nition 1)eing exalt?· . , Lady Sen/ible . I think not, Mrs. Affable. · Mrs. /Jjf~bfe. If fo, ladies, we mufi: examine t his point and obfenrc the method, which we have· obliged ourfelves to follow. You know, that we a.re not to aflent to any f ropofition, that is not an. axiom. 
Lady Loui_fa. Give me leave to ,ask what is. meant by an axio11J; 'tis a term I don't very well' undedtand. 
Mrs. Affable. I otrght ind·eed to have explain-. ed it firH::, as \vell as feveral other terms pe• culiar to friences, whkh you will' meet on ma• ny occaGc,ns, and for want of underfi:anding them be st a lois to comprehend many things that are very entertaining; befides, I intend to en­Ii ven ·onr leffuns vfith fome touches of natural · ph-ilofophy, but very tew as I undedl:and very lictl'e of i.t ; the lirtl'e· I ko:ow I :fhall tomrnuni- ., care, were it only to make my court to lady Pio• k:rt . 

Lady 
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Lady Violent.- I am obliged to you for your complaifance; and -I will in return make my court to you ; and I mufi: tell you, that yoµ have got al'o.ye half your cv.Jager. · 

, Mrs. Ajfahle. So, dear lady Violent, now you n either hate me nor my leffons. 
Lady Violent. Oh! I am advanced much far .. ther; I bygin to fove you very mneh ; b1,1t I mufi: not interrupt you; pray tell us what is the mean­ing 0f this word axiofl/, 
Mrs'. ..Affa6!e ... ~Tis a truth fo clear, that you mufr renounce. the light of reafon to ca1l it in quefi:ion ; a truth that a ~hild of four years _can 1;mderil-and. This i.s .an axiom. No one can gi'Ve cwhat be has not. Y pu fee fr is quite e3/iden.t. What is contrary to trnth mujl h faije, Do you take it l_q..dy Ma,)"? 

· Lady Mary. Perfealy wel1, Mrs . A..ffahle; that: - grand \Vord, ,u;om., frightened me; - ~nd ncvr l :find it is the eafi.efl: matter to be underfrood. If it \Je true, ~h.at you pore in the room, it is falfo that yo.u are oot of it. That you are pre,fent is a truth; that you are abfent, which is contrary rn that trurl1, is afalfhood. 
Lady Lauifa. I~ i~ ,not alfo an axiom~ that if a principle i~ 5rue, it's confrq1;1ence .cannot be fa!ie ? Mrs . .AJlahle . Yes, madam; that wa? explained, tbs! arhe.r day. This i.s anorher axhm. 1"he ru.hole is /J igger than a part. 

· · )\1ifs Molly. I don't t_ake it, Mrs. Ajfab.l1. · Lady C/.arlolle. tore.I , how du]] you are? don't you fe e, that th.is bit of wood~ which is the foo c of the tab le, and only one part of it is noc fo big as the whole table, there pee~ n 0t . . .. . . Oh, ,M:rs. Affahle, how you Jook a~ me; I Ii.ave ~,r,e wroni, I fi:e,; I l1a ve been very roujh to m.y 
dear 
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dear mifs Mo!l11 • I beg pardon, dear friend; I 
(poke wi-rhour refleEt-ion. 
. Mifs Molly. You do fo very often, and you 
think you make up all things by asking pardon. 

Mrs. A jfabie. Indeed, my drar, you fcan ::b.li-Le 
ine; is it not a !h,1me to fee fo much refon tmenrz 
fl1ewn t~ a g0oi friend; 1 reaJly thought you had 
1n ore wit. 

Mi[s 1Wolly. You don't fee all, J\frs. Affahle; 
:!he is at i.r ten- rime·s a-day,- and at la.ft I mu bear 
it no lo-ng.er.- _ _ · 
- Lady £'h/,ir/011e. She' i-s really in the rrght,• Mrs-.­
Af/u6le;, ancJ yet I could take rn y aa-th, that I ne~ 
yer meam to give c1,ny offence;; ic is a bad cuftom. 
1 b" ve. 
, J\,lrs. Ajf.ih!r. You mufi- correct" this f~ulr, my 

a~arl anJ f hnpe, that mi!s, ll/1(/ly will get' the bet .. 
tcr _o[tl1r,s wrnngturnofmir,id. Come, my good 
girJ. embrac·g your fri.en-d: a-lid- if you think ieri .. 
~ufly orr the matter, you will be much alliamed­
of v1-hat has happened; it is very ugf y inded. · 

Mifs Moll~. I Knew y:iu ',.!; O U-id alway~ take that 
lacly's pare, becaufe you love her better than me . 

. Mrs. lfjfable . .. Come hither, poor Molly; you fay. 
t1u t I" love lad y Charlotte better · than you; it is 
vei-y true. I love her now bener j ihe is more ami­
a.Gle, and this is but nat:u.ral. Ma-ke the t,afe you:~ 
own; you y.riil do the very fame. She has com~ 
rnirted a fault:, I own.- .8-u.t it is a blunder, a 
rnithke 1 ihc ncvei: intended any offence; as fooa- -
a-s fhe per.cei ved her mifmke by my look1ng a-t her,, 
fhe was very fenfible, that ihe bad done wrong., 
and imm-e~iateJy begg.e:i your pa1,don.- Now con• 
.fider the ~ault you have c:omm-itted-, compare it 
'".'ith hers, and you. mull: find youri much greauer. 
Sb e f_aid t_ba~ yo~ wa~ dull; _y_ou might- ea{i.ly !~av~ 
,on.ylilced her of a m1i1aken 1u·dgme,1. t, and ihewn 

A 3. tha-t 
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-rhat you was mifi--refs of more fenfe and wit bf ~or. tak.in~ a?y offunce at her injurious language; mftead of tlm you wo:.ild fi1ew, that you w::i.s re­ally tlull and -Hupid; one is no better chat is an­gry wirhout caufo. After that you was very rough with her, · you returned worfe language, than fh l: had given, whereas lady Charlolle, in{l:ead of following your example; owned herfelf in the wron g ; and now, becaufo I do her jufrice, you fall foul on me, you a::cu~ me of being partial, )'OU pretend, t'hat I aB: by whim a-nd fancy, in 1hort you tell me, that I am u nju ft V✓ ouJd not it be ri::,ht fo m~ to rake pet in my turn, to pout ~s yo □ do, and to c1Jntinue out of t emper like you. Bllt I free ly pardon you; why will you not for­gi ve your f..:[10 01'-fellow? 

· M ~fs Molly. You are in the right, Mrs. Affable,. I a m a foolilli g irl; I beg your pardon, and lady .Cbarlo 'te's, an.cl as a farther favour, I beg that n either of you will be angry with me. __ 1\frs . Affable. Why ihould I be angry with you? Y ou have done me no harm, but much to youi-·foff; I am mortified c·n - ;=ur acconnt, dear child, but it is a comfort to me, that you own your fault. Let us fay no more about it, but go on with our ldfon. 
By this rime you underfiand what an axiom is, -and we advanced, that: we were not to give our afient immediately ·to any pr.opofirion, that is not an axiom. Lady LoT1ija obferved, that a confe­.quence drawn from a true principle was alfo a.n oxiom, a.nd fo that we could not doubt of man's. b ein g created to be happy, as this truth is a con­frqu cnce of this other, GtJd i1 infin itely perfiB. W e i1ave alfo defin ed what it was to be happ]' , and fai d, that ha/pinefi was a flate, in ri.ubifh rwe f eared 11 0~ thingt and bad nothing ta d-ejire; but this has not yet 

been 
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, been proved; let us try whether we can do it; ~nd 

Jady Witty, lee us examine, whether you have 

hitherto been happy, and what has hindered your 

being fo, 
Lady Witty. I am not very unhappy at prefenr, 

'Mrs. Affahle, buc was very much fo, berore I was 

acquainted with you; for I \:Vas paffionatd y de­

fi.rous of being praifed and efreemed; and I found 

that I was generally hated and defpiied. And 

now I frill find an inclination and fame defire o.i: 

praife, bur not much ; fo that I frel bur fome 

little uneafinefs, when I am not praifed ; lrnt there 

"is fomething elie that give~ me much trou ble. I 

want to be older, thsr I may go to aHcmblies, 
balls and plays. I :fhed fome te.i.rs by myfolf, 
.when I hear mama ra.J k of a fine tragedy .Jle h~s -

feen, and fay to myfe]f, when {hall I be at liberty 

to fee plays as I fhall think proper. 
. Mrs. Ajfable. We.11 ! you was quire fati!>ficd lal1: 
_week, when you \vas at the pl.a.yh_ouie, 

Lady Tif/i tty. Not I, Mrs-:--Affahle; . to/peak the 

-t-r~~-- 1 was pieafr<l with being there ; ·buc crie 

P]av in my mind did not Jafr lona enouoh; I 
J :::, ::, • 

was concerned, that I could not come the nexc 

day ; and then I was fo heavy and under fo 

much difquiet, that I could not be pleafed witl1 
·any thing I did. 

Mrs. Affah/;. But i_f the lady, your mama, took 

you every day to the playhoufe, do you think 

that would content you ? 
Lady Witty. I wi1h for many more things, Mrs. 

Affahle, I would willingly go to Vaux-hall; in a ' 

· word1 I _entertain fo many different wifhes, that 

as fo0n as I have obt4ined one, another wi{h begins 

to teize me. 
l\lfrs. Affable. Lady Louifa, were you like lady 

Wiuy at her age? 
A 4 Lady 
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·tady· loui(a. Exactly, '.Mrs. Affable; I made n~ dnu.br of being happy as foon as I Jbould go with rn y lady to every place~ --
~vfrs. /iffa6/e. And now very likely · you are qutte happy, that: you have compaffed. what you <le:·rred 10 much. · 
Lajy Louifa. Far from it, M:-s AJfahle; I arn n~fen 6 red with thofe things I have fo long "\-v1foed for;. and there are otlrers, which I cannot . reach, that I defire to· be in my prnver. 
M rs. Ajfalile. Pray mai:12.m wonk}- you tel1 me vrhethcr you don't th-ink your1elf unhappy in no~ being gueen of England? 
Lady Louifa. :No, Mrs. Affah!e,. for I never de-f.ired it. · - · Mrs. Af.fah!e. Are nor you· forry that you have not a g'1.wn all iet wirli diainonds? · · · LaJy L~·u:frl. Ne, f never was for fuch a quarr­t1ty c-f rhem ; liut ·r own -thar- my fifrer- in 1a w has an aigrette which quire p1eafes me. This uri­J~cky fl£gr.., 1!f! runs- conftanrly in my head; and I am ieriouil"y concerned, that I cannot have foch ;1nother. 

Be pl-eafed· ta obferve· ladies, that it is not tlre thing:s of the world, bur the·defire·which occafic, i:s al] yotu troDble. You no more want the lady your -filter in law's aigr·ette, \hqn you wa-nr a.II rhe dii­monds in L1Jndon. \Nhy qoes this trouble you, and why. are you- perfenly eafy at the others) J3ecau1e you have taken it into- yaur head ro wiffi. · for the firl1, · and thought no more of the feconcl, than you did of ~he crown of Engla_11rf. Tn l:e i~­ti~fiedy )'O'tl d0n't want thar pf~rttc~11ar fpng of diamonds; you would, if you had 1t, foon look upon _it with great indifference;_ the main point is ,o Jhake off rha:t defrr.e,;; it is-that,, and that only· ,which torments yoq... 
Lad'y. 



Lad·y L:JUija. -All-ow me, Mrs. Affable, t'o ni."ake" 
a fopp0iiti on. If onr detires torment us, -.,..,hen' · 
W-e cannot c"onrent them, he would be happy , that· 
could obtain every thing as he defired 1r. Th is • 
makes him mafrer of all that he will:es; he can­

not defire m ore. 
Mrs. Aj/ab!t . Alexander an ambirious prince· 

propofod-to conquer the V.'h ole world, and made· 
hirn Je;f fl!lre of the conqncfr-. You- 1m1y perhaps· 
imagine, th·an th-e profpecr fati sficd his defires. -
1\' ot ,n- a'll, Jad1es ! he rook up his thoughts w1d1· 
g-rie\·ing rli at the wol'ld was of fo final] a c·omrafs, 

and v: i!11ed he had m ore world s to fub due . I 

will fi1 rpole however, tbar he could n ot wiih for 

more ;· Hill rnat ftate of inafrion w.ouJd be redi-· 
ous, and the danger of Jofing what he had gained:, 
·w-ould be a c:rnfe of ex·trem e rrnub1e. 
:-L idy- Louifa. Ttiis is a flat rnnt'radi&ion,- M·rs.· . 

..Ajfab!t; our defires, you fay, are _the occafion of 
o-nr misfortunes. - You fay farrher, r-hat -a·m~n,whoi 
J elired nothing, woul_d be unen.fy, bernufo he had'• 
mthing t'o defrre. Putting th efe nvo · together,, 

a· perfon wit-h and without any defire is eq:uallf 

unhappy . And hence may be cone! u-:led, that ic: 
is- .fal fr,- that' rhan· \v-as ·c1'eared to Le· happy; an4-
t-h-at it is even ' impoffible he lliould be happy. 

Mrs. A.ffahle. This we ·call proper am:l-clo[-e rea- · 

foning, JWadam'; but let me foei .v-A1tthcr: l can-· 
not· get out of cl,e·l--..!"iars. _ _ 
· To h:8in, \VC ha v·e rtrf bufinefs to doubt of an: 

axiom ;- thar vrnuld be ridiculous. re is an uncon­
r-itable tru th, that-ma rt wa.s made (o be happy; ic• 

is a ccnieq uence of this prindpJe :- There i1 a God ' 

i r:fi11ite!v_perfeB-. We mufr then examine my-other 
I>'ropof lt!ons. 
· · I fai~- that· our de-fire-s·- hinder - us .fr0ni being · 

A- 5 h.:, r,-rn.,.,, 
; ~ -i , ... , 
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happy ; and I repeat it, becaufe it is impoilibTe· for us to obtain all we defire. 
I 2'0 farther, and fay,, that thouoh we could fa-~ J ;;, tisfy all our defires, we could not be happy, fin-z:e the heart would Le wearied out with havinu no, more to wiD1 in this world. :, Lady Lucy. This is v.ery clear; were man con­tent with ,vhat he poffefies, he would defire no­thin .5 farther . I begin to think, that I can guef"s ~t t.he reafon, Mrs. Affable. Jc is not, becauie the heart is of that capacity and extent, that, alrho'· all the good things of the wurld ,:vere put toge• ther, ic could never lie filled or facisfied. I fancy my heart to be like a child, that cries and wanc's tp ha ve -every thin~ it fees. If · any thing is. p_ut into it1s hands, 1t lays fair hold wich ·great e .1.gernefs, looks at it, rnrns it ofal1 ii.des, tpen ca-H:s it away with a kind of frorn, begins a.. frdh ro c,y f~r the next th.ing, and when it has. g0r it, treats it with the fame ceremony as the· other. 

Mrs. A!f"'ble. The comparifon is reaHy excel­. knr, my dear, and a true reprefenta:tion of the heart . 
. Lady Louifa. I grant, that the heart is like tha_c­thild; bur you· mufl: alfo grant, that we are not made to be happy fi.nce nothing can make us fo. _ -Mrs. Affable. No, madam; we can never be· happy tiJJ we find an objecl of greater extent.,. tl:i.rn· ,the hea:rt of Il1an, an objeB: which we ma)': po11efs if we pkaie ; and in which during this,. life, we may every moment fifld fomething new· to raife new defires, and foch .i.~.it is in our power· to orarify; in· fo much that ,ve cannot form a with, but what fhalJ be fulfilled in{hntly, and fuc­c-eeded by others With the fame· fadliry. and fuc­,ds, 

Lady 
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Lady Louija. I find nothing but God, that is 
greater than the heart, fince the heart is fo much 
above the whole world. 

N1rs. Affable. T ruely God only can make us 
happy in another life; and to poflefs him here 
is, even in this life a commencement of that fu­
ture happinefs. 

Lady Tempe/l. But how can we poffefs and en­
joy him now ? 

Mrs. Affable. That God may fill your heart, 
you muO: make room for his divine prefence, by 
·cafiing out every thing that poffof1es it. Drive out 
ambition, pride, covecoufoefs, and all the other 
patiions that incumber the foul and hinder God 
from fixing his refidence there. To ban:ih all 
irregular paffions that give birch to irregula r de­
fires is co -remo ve all obfracles to happinefs. And 
hence we mu.fr conclude that our definition of 
h appinefs was not complete, and that we mull: re­
form it once more by faying, that happinefa is a 
fia--te, wherein the heart forms no defire bur what 
ic can fatisfy, without any danger or appreheniion 
· of being cloy'd. 

Lady Lucy. I could have taken my oa th thtlt 
the ocher was a perfefc definition, but I find it 
was not, Now I fee how neceffary it is to exa­
mine what appears to be mofi certain, and no­
thing pleafrs me more than the thought of being 
fore it is in m~y power t o difrover-the truth_. . 

l\frs. Affah/e. Truth is the food of th e under­
franding, and the pleafures, which fl.av, from the 
4ifcpvery of it, go infinitely b eyond. thoie · which. 
are fo eagerly fought in the chiJdifh amufements 
of the world ; ycm will find rt fame day b y ex­
perience, my dear ; and you will be greatly fur­
prifed, that you could ever lofe· fo muc~ t im~ 'in 
~rifles, when a pafrime fo becoming a rational 

A 6 crca .. 
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.creature was in your power. · Bur our leffon l1:1s; ~eerr va.ftl~ Jerious ;. l~r us ipirit up a lirrle. LadY? 'Jen p!'f , I bt'g you will cell us the frory y.ou took out of r~1e ✓1a: rnturer. · · 

Ldy Yemp-j1. L.adies, it, is ·a- gentleman rha;c;­g:i:ve~.an ae-::Gunt of himJ.elf, . l wiH .i.nrrod.uce hi1u ieJ iing his own ad vcnrures. 
L was born :in a certain county, of England; aLour 1 ; o miles ·difhnt from the rnetrcpoli s-:-. Ar t.wenry_ years of rt·ge,. L came co an eaiy for­t:ilne ;. cJ, od drnug.hr :.unedi::i.tc:ry. of feet ling in rl·,e. world. I tounu · a Ia:..iy of my. r::nk, and of · rny t ~ , pe1~ wjch. a fortune eq?.lal to mine. .!, ha,ve cee/1 lleHed \Xith three children by2 her, I am. ex tre mel y fond of my little offspring, . ar,1 wirh, -my fma1J family. L found myfrlf b~ppie,, tban a, :king. I haJ a go0i lib.rar.y ;: an-:1 when I . was not.. wir!-i my. wife an ·.1 chiluren, tnY- tim e ·was.ipent i.a , -r.ead:ng · Tb0ugh 1 ba.d a gencrnl rafre · for all , forts o} honks, . in y. inclina rion was chiefly ro the :!lOers, and 0nic.Jarly tbo1e, w-ho were con .... c·cL1ed jfl uramatic poe:t_ry. I h.d a £hong paffion . for Slak~f?ear's tr;; gcdie~ : I JTad them over and. ·ov·er 'a gain without cea.fing ; . and fo 1r. crimes D tihought.) hov,r happy_ th:y. mutt le at . Lo11do11 , wlio h a.cl opr,ortm1iries D ;;o to the pl.::,yhouies,- where tlrnf~ en:cellent pi:.::,:es v.e.c re- exhibited. · This ;-i:~:::rng:1t ·which c.1.me .frequendy to .my mind, grew VP to a cidir~, - and rha t a v.iolcnt one. Now -'(~~1c:1. one en r:ner:l y, d.efrrE's \Vi1 1n he cannot com-.. ·y;iJ~, nll dii'Cr,fions grow idipid; w;iatis. in ymi:r powu, j~ difhl.11ef u.! ;-. i !1 fl~orr, 1 wa' qu:te mifer?" -at·,Jc. l \i' as at }ii:frry to :_; o to tcv.:n, v11hen .I plrnfod. :. rio one would have hindered me; bur· ia . reality, when I confr1ered the n: atte:r frri oufly_, n 'a.fon orp~ied this c:::cudinn; and it wouH ha v_e be~:!, q tu1e . a 1!:.amc t<J 1 id.c 2-\ hu .. u: .. r~d -~nd fi.ft :v 

. m.ili$•. 
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m_iles merely for the pleafure of feeing a play 
·acted. I continued. two whole years, in this dif:.. 
tretled condition;. my. friends found me fo alter­
ed, that they: could not have known me again; fo. 
me la ncholy anJ penfi.ve- I was grown. At two 
):,ears end, I received a letter from. ro.wn w i rh aR. 
-account,,. that an: aunt of n:iine was dead there, 

•0had left. me her heir, and that I m.ufi: o[ neccffi ty. 
· eome up to frtde matters with regar<l t-0 this foe,. 
~cfficn. I was overjoyed with the news, w!iicR. 
forpriied, all my ~cgu<1inrance. Till th2.c rimr, .I 
was cftcemed. a difinrei:eil:ed perfon. ; th ey could 
n ot conceive hnw an increafe of fortune could 
occafion fuc~1 raptures. I. was rca11y. uneafy, that. 
I was thought a covetous perfon ; - but 1 could. 
not bring myJt' lf to , declare the true cau!e of' 
the faci ~fac'r ion I had. A- F, ench author obforves 
Nery judicioufl.y, that we are more jea lous cf · 
the opinion . which or-hers fo1:m cf our under,.. 
flanc~ng., than we are wirh rc1pel} to what 
they think of our morals, and we chufe ra ther 
t.o be . thought imn-,oral, than ridiculous, and per.;.. 
fans of weak capacities. At Jeafr. I i.c'red : th2e­
tjme upon this principle; I; left all the -world at 
liberty to derer:mine as they pleafed. ; . and my 
whole! care was io hafrening every. th-ing for my. 
departure. I , fr arce allowed my- wife time to putt 
up a few, fhirts in a doakl:ag ; and though I had. 
the tendereH love.: fot my .. fa mily, 1he tears they.­
flied w.hen I, rook ·horfr,_ were not minded by: 
me. I rode night · and d:i.,y ; I cannot:. fay, that .F 
faw any. thin g upon the road ;. I. was wholly 
taken up w,ith the fhew. I was to fee ,. when L 
alighted, the . firft quefrinn I a1.,ked. of my Iand~-
1.cn·d. was, at what o'clock they, evened the play~­
houfe. He anfwered, about .fi1;1.e, 'iis hut ekven ;. 
Ji<NJ- /;(l'Vf fix. lm,n .goqd. fq rej!. . Torm.e.a.t.j.g vii: 

- _,_ · · - · · lain, . 



14 The Young Ladin Magazine, 
-Jain, thought I to rnyfelf ! This brute talks of fix hours as he would of ri·x rninures, and cannot think one has any thing to do, but tu refi-. I think I could ba ve fallen foul upon mine hofi; and I was not without fome fufpic~n, that be was acceffary to the ope,ning of the bouie fo late. However I found it neceffii.ry to follow his ad­vice ; but I dined in as great haft:e, as if they of the playhoufe had nnl y waited for me to draw up the curtaifl. As the time drew nearer ffif impatience incre~fed ; I quarrelled with the barber I fent fo r to l· e 1bavcd , I ' told him • he \Voul:l be the ca u fr of my _n :t 1::eing at the 01,ening of the playhoufe ; I took my \Vatch 0ut every moment n or coul-:i I be perfuaded that the ·flov,1hefs of its motion was natural. In fine, I beha ve-i in all refpell-s like a madman ; and left 'the people of the inn quire perfuad1;d that I had bad a knock in the cradle . It was exaEl-Jy four, when I came to the playhoufe door ; as it was only ro ·1;,e opened at five, I bad foll leiCure to champ the hit, whiH1 I walked about every way. I was heartily enraged at the porter ; ' J was fore that 11e was at the bottom of this m.ifchief~ and de­layed on purpofe coming to open the door. How­ever it was fer open at la ft, I went · in ; n(l, I ·rnfhed in; but was forced Very foon to abate of my mettle ; t:1ere was no light, and I was in danger C?f breaking my neck; for coming out of the r.ay..-light into a dark place, I could not abfo­lutely fee hefore me. In a. fhort time I recover­ed my fight ; and I furveyed with eagernefs the place I had fo long and earnenl y wiihed to fee. Jv{y ne:{t bufinefs was to pitch upon a place, where J might mof1: conveniently foe the play. I was at laft determined, not becaufe I was plea(ed1 but be<;aufo I wa~ ~ired y.:jtl1 £\-rolling · - -- - ·- - -- from 
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from one fide to the other in quefr of a place. 
Mean while the company crouded in, and fremed 
to fhare with me in impatience; fame by bawl• 
ing, others drumming upon the benches wich 
their fiicks, others with their feet, and fome Jhew­
td their unea!ineis by whiflling. In fine, the noile­
,vas enough to ftun any common mortal, aJJd was 
over and above fo difagreeable, that if an uncom­

'mon defire of feeing a play had nor broughr me-
thither, I would certainly have made my"efcape. 
At Jaft the long wiihed for moment comes, the 
curtain is drawn up, and what do you think, but 
a. man of enormous fize comes in and claps dovn1 
jutt before me; as he v, as railer hy the head than 
myfelf, I h"ad nothing lefr for it but to Jean all 
on one fide; it was really worth my whi]e to come. 
fo early, and to try fo many pJaces as I bad done .. 
However tliis inconvenience-was not very ienfibJe;: 
one of the actors had opened the fcene, and my 
foul was only in my eyes and ears; the refi of my 
faculties were almofl: gone. 

I only came again to myfelf at the·clofe of the 
tirfi a8:. And then I taJJed myfelf to an account 
of the pleafure I bad found in this novelty. It 
was really great, but far from anfwering my ex­
pelt:ation. This difappointment occafwned a di[ ... • 
like; hov,ever the diilike left me a fofficient pre­
fence nf mind to examine the play, and to re~ 
mark its. defe8:s; fo that a.t laft I found fau it witf"t 
the aurnor, the players, the decorations, I even 
obferved upon the ta y!ors, and found every par• 
ticular ihort of that perfr8:ion, to which they· 
might have been carried to make ·the whole com-
plete. . 

The farce was much more d-ifagreeable. This 
was a pantomime, and ve:ry pretty, but the fob .. · 
jefr, as far as ~the gefiure$ of the aaors gavr 

U-S-
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us to uncfer11:-and, was extremely undecent. F 
could willingly have given more attention to the· 
Ihew ; a rhoufand ill th.oughts crouded into my 
mind; I did not chufr to be damned v,·itl1 harhour.;­
ing thefo dangerous guefrs; I was wholly taken up' rn rclifting and denyi.Ag them admittance; I coulct 
nor fee · h,df of this panromi me, where confcience · 
obli ~". ed me almoit every moment to cloie my eye.), Ar ]aft the performance was ar· an end; and· 
I gor back _to-my inn in a very dull and penfr,,e · 
moo-.:i. l-,1any a tho-..1Lnd cim cs I had been alone 
wid, out the lcail: difronrent; tut after I left thar 
tumultuous crbud, rny lodging arpearcd to me an·­
unfupporrable defart. V/ hilft l was fretting, l 
made rhe foltowing rcfl e£t ion. 

Jvf y cafe is very comm0n. A young lady at' 
fourteen or fifteen, hoar~ of wbat 1 rr.ay caB th.e · 
g-rand play or comedy of the v;orld ; fhe lcngs to · 
be feen ·ar this- fubJic ipeE-l-ade, and endeavours td · 
ml1en the long defired hem;- at length fhe appears-­
at aCTemblies. \Vh,.t forecaft !- what er.re is had­
in be in a proper place to fee and be ieen in a · 
manner t!Ye mofr likely , rn ·footh and flatter her 
vanity !· But ·when fhe fancies fhe ha t focceeded, 
and that fbe is fix-cd tc her content-, in comes a . 
ta ller per-fon, that is .a Ltdy of g1-e::i~ ~ beaury, a , 
finer fi:a_gc, more wit, and pofie fiea cf ra tents 
which fhe war4ts ~ fr.e fr i1_es and fiY.-cs every eve in ' • J t'he company, and eclipi-es the ycu .:1 g perfon•, that 
rhou_ght herfelf fo happy-, and wh -, , in order to 
taccli A fide · glan ce, a rid- fome fr. are in the admi-•­
rntion of tbe ii}e8:ato1-s, is forced to be upon the ' 
rn-ck, and in t'.ie mo-ft' uneafy poft1:1re, where this-· 
d;ingerou~ _riv al fn ioes v-: ith 1u1.erior endowments. ­
".f.fiough ' t-lte conl1:rainr" is-·grea tly fro ubfrfome, :llie 
l~-ceps up her hea rr, zr.d bears-her prefr nt fin.is. ti o11 
~ith the r ro fpe& ef the }ile,afl!re !he hope~ to fir:d_ 
,. . ~· 
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i.,1, this meeting. How grea t is her forprizc, and 
how aff::d:ing her concern ro ice, rha-r the plea.,. 
fore does not anfwer her ex-pe8:arion ; fhe i5 fru~._ 
traced, ihe d9es not meer with h;:i.lf, no, not a 
t1uai:cer of the fa r, i~faEtion ihe propofcd to herfolf ; 

':i-he vie\resf 1he begi ns rn loa th the \Vo rld, that 
-requires fo much, l::. n:i returns fo J'ircle; but th~ 
dil"gufl: fails too often of bringing a love of retreat, 

-~ FH.l ends in being out of tem per w i:h th e faults of 
the p~ay, an:l the performers ; that is, the ind­
cf-ents of 1ifr , th e per.fididufoels of fo diiferent per ... 
fons, and the ingra t itude o-f th ofr,.who w ere thoug~t 
friends. One 1s cecei ved OH a ll fides, obliged tp 
t ake a fhare in t he trouble of this perfon, and to 
fo:ffer the 1.mjufr p ro :-eeciings of' thct-t other; th~ 
j,s not all. This comedy, 0r ·m1i ve rfa1 pa ntomim e:, 
which is not very entertaining, is very fcandalous ; 
w hat is heard and what is feen di-fpofrs gene

1-

rally to e\rjJ. Who has tbe· hnl'y feaT of th·e Lor~ 
dreads being_ fullicd with this filth ; _he muft ~ 
ever on bis guard, always refitting, and engag.­
eJ-i.i:~ h1-1 ~11 e1re!s ihuggie. H ere th~ eyes muft be 
c·onffaotly ihut and the ears ; the tongue muft be 
almofl: under a perpetual refhaint. Whac- a. pity,·.! 
In fine,. the play draws man end, night .; that is:, 
old age· comes on, \Vhar remains bur ve·ry lircl~ 
.pleafure-, great uncafrnefs, 011ptbfitable de/ires,.~~ 
t ormenting remorfes? happy thofe, who like rrry­
ie lf, difguil:ed with the fidl: rcprefe ntation take a,. 
h;rndfome re fo1ution, and follow my. exa mple. l 
had not the Ieafr cemvtati on to fee a nother play. 
I left my a:ifairs to th e cave of a fr iend; and, 
t he ne.xt day I made the be{l of my way home­
ward wi-th. as. much fpeed, and. came back to 
1:1y family wi.ch as much ioy, as I folt at my fet­
ikn& on.t. 

Lacfy-



.I 8 Th, 'Young Ladier Magazine, 
, Lady Lucy. You know that is exactly my cafe, Mrs Affahle; I am very much inclined to follow. this gentfo:man's example, and give up this pagean· try at the fir.fl: reprefemarion. 

l\frs. Ajjable. Fair and foftly, lady. Sloth is often difguifod under a pretext of defpifing the: world ; this mu.fl: be confidered ; we will do it the firft private meeti r, g we have. 
lv1ifs Sop.by. Pray, M rs. Affable, do you ever ad­mit thefe ladies to private vi fits ? Mrs. Affable. What makes y0u ask, my dear? M '. is Sophy. I have earheflly longed for fome time to have a li ttle private ·talk with you, and I dudt not propofe it . 
Mrs• Affable. I could really be angry at you, my dear. H ave you forg ot, that I am your friend, ani that you rnufl: be free with me ? You durjl not , they are words not to be ufed, more parti­cu larly among friend s. Ll t me know without ce­rem dn y what you defire of rne ; w hen I cannoc ' comply I will lay my reafons before you very _candidly. Once--fol' aH, ladie~, I de!ire you wiH be perfoaded, that I can have no greater pleafure than that of condefcending to all that you de­fire, wh en you are good. , Remember this well, -rniis Soph; ; let it be very early when you come, ;lnd I will hear what you have to fay with all µi.y heart. 

·DI~-
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Mrs. AFFABLE, Iv1ifs BELLA, 11:ifs SoPHY'. 

J\t1ifs SoPHY. 

Y OU will be pieafed, Mrs. ALfa/;/e, to Jet my 
iifter be one of the company; ihe is acquaint­

ed with what I ha.veto fay. 
J\1rs. A.ffable. As you pleafe, my dear little 

Jadies. 
Mifs Sophy. The matter in queft:ion is conce-rrung 

two friends of ours, young ladies, who have not 
the happ inefs of b~ing acquainted wich 1\1:rs. llffa• 
hie, and have de fired to have her opinion about 
th em py our m eans. The eUefl: is the moll: un­
happy perfon in rhe world ; the fervants in the fa­
rnil y have taken it into their heads, that her mo­
_ther loves her preferably to her other children; 
upon this accoun·c they hate her, and do her all 
the mifchief they can. This gives her the greatefr 
uneafinefs, an:i w ere it not, that her fifier is a great 

· comfort to her, :fhe mufi die of grief. 
J\1ifs Bella . You ·mu.ft obferve 1 Mrs. Affahle, 

that this younger fiPcer is extremely impertinent;. 
· and when ihe finds, that her maid or other for-_ 

vants-will be out of the way, and not hear rea ­
fnn; fhe without more ado fends them about their 
bufinefs with a aood deal of fcorn. She frequent-o / ly t ells her eJ<le!1 fifl:er, chat fh e is very fl:upi<l to be 
yexed at what foch folks fay; hut it is in vain to 
argue the point; nothing will comfort her; and 
mo.fr of the night is fpent in tears. 

· Mrs , 



:20 '!'he Young Ladi'cs Magazi,te,• 
.. Mrs. Affahle. You mufi be very fond of tfris 
young lady, my dear mifs SofihJ; you aB:ually 
weep for ~er fa-ke . .... . , may _I beg leave to 
gu~fs the names of the two Ja<l ies? 

Mifs Sa,ohy . By aJI means, Ivlrs. Affable. _ . 
7vfrs. Ajf,.,ble. vVeJI, I guefs their names to be 

s~p!1y and B c!/r,z ; bL! t pray inform me, why I v;as 
nor tn know rhat you fpoke of' yourfelves. 

Miis Soph i•. I was afl1amed, that you ilioll!ld b10w 
1 was nJ t' loved in the family; it appears co me to 
he the· greardt of misfortunes. Bur how coul~ 
you guefs, chat we n·1eant ourfelves? 

M rs. //_ffa-6/e. T1hat was no ver·y hard matte ~ 
I ~n0w you r cbaraft er fo well, that I cannot l:~ 
e-aJiJy impoicd upon in arry thing tbar relates to 
you . 

1\1i[s Bella. YVhat would I give, Mrs. Affabie, 
ro know my own cbarac1:er f I H:a ll rake it :-.s the 
gr·eatel1: finoui·· if you would defcribe· me' to my-: 
feJf foch as I am. 

Mrs. l!jf.:Jble. You have very preITing monves-, 
my de~r children, to wilh for this knowledge ; of 
all fciences i-c rs the mo·a neceffary ; how can we 
without it correcl defects which we know not ? 
NOW; d"ear Bdla., r will dra W' your" piaure. 

Jvfifs s~,oby. Why not begin wi.i.-h mif.le, Mrs . 
.Affab-.'e? yctl ·,yell KriOW ram the elder.-

.l\1rs. Affable. Well ! I coulcl have laid a wager" 
you would have entered· your cla im, my dear: 
You are al,ways at ic w·ich your birthright a111cng 
your fift ers ;. you let youi: govemefs and others fee 
yery clearly, that you think yourfelf fore of you1r 
rnama''s heart, and ~hat you have a t itl e to fuperi-
01ity, and rule O'ver th em. How can you think 
any one \l.7 itl be· fond of you,, wh.ilfr you ha.ve foc:.h 
a t.em17er ? · 
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Mifs Sopb)', You fpeak of me as a perfon of a 
very had temper; I affure you~ Mrs. Affable, rhac 
I ha ve a very goed heart; and that I love v~ry 
much even the perfons .thar give m e fo much vex­
a·6on; I am only miferable, becaufo rhey dcn ' t 
love me. 

1\1cs. Affabl.e. I ,am obliged not to difguifc the 
tn1th, my dear', fi.nce 3/0U do me rhe honour of 
asking my advice; and I hope., that you will ba.ve 
good fonie enou_gh not -to take it am ifs. You .ia y 
you love thufe perfons .; for my par.t I fear that 
you only love yourfelf . 

. Mifa Sopky. You are miflaken, Mrs. Affable. :, 
I will give you a convirH:.:jng proot: that my hear;r 
i-s go0 .L Fo-r about tbefe two years we have hnd 
a govei"nefs that frolds me from morning till 
night; and yet I love he r, and cry like a fool, 
when I think fhe is angry with me. 
- l\frs. Affahle. That don't ihew _you love her 
much, but that yo1J. defire to be loved youdelf. 
and that you will have it ·w-ith a high band . Do 
::;ou -remember tha t ca;, you chole r'orher day , and 
which you thought fo pret-ty ? You was in the fad .. 
deft humour: the whole day for my finding your 
1Hter's much prettier. To pleale you ·one mull .al­
ways th-ink as you dG, love what you like, and 
hate what you diilike. . 
· Mifs Soph}' . I ca nn0t allow tbis for .truth, I am 
n ot of that character. 

' Mifa Bella: Take rnre, tifter. Mrs. ,,f ffahle knows 
, us better th.an we kn o-w ourfelves; and only that 

l don't care to vex vou ----
Mus Sopby. Pray fifier, who asks your ad vice ; 

v. hen Mrs. Affable is upon your character, I ihall 
.r . .o t put in a word of my O,t-inion . 

J,1rs. 

-
.!. 
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MrJ, Affable taking out a little pocket-glafs-.. 

Y ou woul_d have people to be fond of you, my 
dear ; look and tell me, whether you appear fo very 
,en~aging ; your countenance is quite altered--­
You rnrn your eyes: you are afraid of feeing your­
felf. And in11:ead of once thinking of fhewing 
your gratitude for my kindnefs, you are quite an­
gry with your friend. Were I like you, I would 
lee you e'en pout it out ~t your eafe. Come, kifs 
nie this very mi.nute-- .-that will not do ; I 
mnfi have a good humournd kifs, fuch as you· 
give me when you are a good girl, or elfe --­
rake care what you d0,---I fhall come out 
w ith a terrible threat--or elfe, I ihall love you 
no more--So ----this is right now, and you are _ 
_grown quite pr~tty again. 

Mi[s S.ophy. Lord! what a fool I am, .i\frs . .Af­
fab le! had I continued in this ugl y temper, I fhould 
ha ve frruck both you and my fi tter. 
· l\1rs. Affable. Had this been the cafe ·between 

you and your governefs, what would have hap-
.pened then ? · _ . Mifs SJphy. Why, we !hould have had a whole 
.~fay's fcolding, that is certain; fhe would not have 
had your patience, and would ha. ve endeavoured 
to make me yield by dint of chiding. Really, ihe 
is not to be borne, l\1rs . .Affable. 

Jvlrs . Ajfable. Do you think D1e don't love you? 
Iv1ifs Sophy. Excufr me, Mrs . .Affable, I believe 

fhe does ;· fhe is v€ry careful, when any thing ails_ 
n1.e, an<l very unea1y _at the leafi thing that can 
happen ; yet I think fne loves my fi(ler better. 

l\1ifa Be/!a. Sifter, you know very well that_ fbe. . 
finds a~ much fau lt with me as wi'th yo11 , though 
ih~ ~erta.inly loves me better. Do, a s I do. I tell 
her my reafons quietly ; when fae is not difpofed to 

mind 
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rn ind them. I frep into another room, and leave her to mutter by herfelf, without being in rhe lea.fr angry at her. It is her way, fhe mu1r chide ; fhe don't do it' to make us uneafy; poor creature ihe thinks herfelf affuredly in the right. l\1:ifs So/1by. It is very happy for you,th1t you can take that courfe; for my part, when I am chid, I muft cry. 

Mifs Bella. I don't tell you that I have not as much m.ind to give way to tears as you have; but I don't care fhe fhould know the impreffion her chiding has made; I look_ chearful out of fpite, I fmother iny paffion for a. whole day unlefs I can vent it in tears in fome corner, where I am not feen. 
Mrs. Ajfohle. That is, mi.G Bella has as- much pride as her fifi-er; but of another kind. l\{iis B'e/la. Very true, Mrs. Affable; I will endeavour to . explain the nat~re of this pride ; I am well acquainted with it, and wifh my fifi-er . had the fame; her's makes her quite miJerable. S..uppofe that each of us has a new gown ; my fif. ter lhews her•s to fomeb::idy, that is pleafed to find fault with it; fhe is immediately off the hinges, quarrels with a good go?m, .finds it very ugly, is _loch to wear it any more ; it is vety plain, that -fhe can't have a moment's happinefs, when it de­pends on the fancies and whims of others. On the contrary, when I have pitcl1ed upon a gown that pleafes me, if it do~s not plcafe another, I con­c lude the faulc does not lie in the gown, but in that other's want of tafi-e. · 

Mrs. A!fah!r. . Thefe t\VO chara8:ers are complete, my dear Bella; your pride is very folid; your fif: t er's falls very fharr. in va lue of it. But, my good l ittle ladies, it is not enough co know, we m.uit al..a fo co1·re-ct ourf.el ves. · 
Mifs 

/ 
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J\,{i.fs Bella. But how ih:aH we ib1ke off thete defects? 
~ Mrs . Ajfal,/r. You ar,e m.if1-aken, my dear; the c{efetr is not fo much in your char-afurs. Were I to decide in this niat..cer. I fhould fay, that the cha­rafrecs..are nehher _good nor bad, or tha:t they are rathe·r good than bad; and that if you will make a· right ufe of that turn of niind, you may both of y_oJ.l be v,ery perfyfr,_ ~nd very bappy. 

_' }Aifs" .%phy~ Is it pofi_ihle, Mrs . .Ajj-'al,/e. Oh~ 
qO\Y obliged ihuu!d -.r be to you, if you would . teach me to make a_ goo~ uie of the difi)ofition and bent which f find I have -1 To fViak the truth, l .find it is to very little purpofe to think well of myfelf, I l:iave great reafon r.o think, that I am 11o_c very . agreeable; and yet I-' could v,ifh to be fo. . . -
. ;J\,f rs . .Affable. Th~t will be eafily hrooght about,· tj1y d~ar. You have told me your fauks with great f).ricerity_; I will ~cq~aint you wirh n1ine. When I' was very young I had, like you, the misfortune of Gein g my father's fa v,ouri te ; I call it a misfor­tµne,' my dear, bcc,a.ufe it is very eafy to make an i11 u[e of it, which I effeB:ually did. You recal to my mind what I was .at your age; I was truly i li,crle tyrant. le is true I loved my brothers and fiO:ers; but then I infifl:ed upon their ihewing me a yery particular refpefr without taking on my fide =t.J1y trouble .to deferve being refpefred. I thoughc them extremely faulty, when they took the liber­t:y to contradi8: me; I always claim ed the pr~fer­ence, arid, as you de;>, I would tell them at Jeafr ty.•enty times a day, I am the eldrji. What was the . conieq:uence ? All hated me; the fervants out of pur,e com paflion took my brothers and fifl-ers p.art on all oc.cafion~, I chid the ien,anrs ; I got ,,.. them foverely reprimanded by my father; all this 

onl y 
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-only contributed to increafe their hatred and de­teftation of me. I was at length tired of being hated. an<l put .the queftion -to m yfrlf, How comes i~, tbat no one can abide mt? Am 1 ill-tempered? N o. J .certainly have a good and kind heart.; but then 1 avt much out of the way. How Jho.uld I like one, that al­r.»ay1 end~a,voured lo get the upper hand of me? Not 
at all. I need not then wonder, that others cat1not Ju/­fer me ; this is -quite plain and natural. After thefe reflections l was determined to get the better of this turn of mind ; but this was a hard ta~k ; I did not fo readily perceiv~ when I was out of the way. I very lucki1J found-a friend., who took up­on her the charitable-office of putting ·me in mind., whenever fhe obfervea that I was ,extra vaganr, and afred the tyrant. I took it well of her, when ihe was fo kind, though at firft it gave me great uneafi­nefs. In a twelve month's time I was fo much mended, th~t I was not tG be known for the fame _perfon, and my fifl:ers, brothers, and all the fer­vanes doted on me. 

Mifs Sophy. You are ve_r-y Dy, Mrs Affah!e; you -have taken a ,method of reproaching me with my fa.u'lts, W!thou:t -leaving me at liberty to take it arnifs. Under the pretext of defcribing your cha-racter, you have drawn mine. . 
Mrs. Ajfahle. 'Tis no pretext, my dear; I affute you, that I was then what you are now: 
Mi[s Sophy. But where fhall I find the true friend, that will put me in mind of my faults? 
Mrs. Affable. Your fifl:er will do that kind office; -and I know you will take it in good part. Jf you can prevail fo far upon yourfelf, you will become extremely agreeable; to do you ju.frice your in­di.natiom are quite good, and you have a great fhare of \Vit. I difcovered your kind temper~ in your affefrion to your fifie,:s, though you maltreat Vot. U. B them. 
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them fometimes. On the other lid€ yGur being d.e­
firous to plea!e, and to .be loved is a hopeful dif• 
pofition. and may be a means to correEl: fuch de­
feEl:s as hinder your being fo amiable as y,ou might 
be. You mufr begin with a promife, that you 
will allow your dear filler to remind you of your_ 
faults; and if you keep your word I promifo to 
teach you the way of becoming quite amiable. -

Miis Bella. And what mufr Bella do to over­
.come her pride. 

Mrs. Affable. We will talk of that a11other time, 
my dear. The ladies a.re come; I hear them in 
lady Senjible's chamber; we mufr not make th~m 
wait any lonzer. 

DI ALO GUE X. 

Mr~. AF FA B LE. 

W E read a fl:ory yefrerday, ladies, \vhich made 
us all ihed. tears. Lady Tempefl has defired 

Tea ve to repeat it tG you. . . · 
Lady Louifa. Before we begin, give m-e leave, 

Mrs. Ajfab!e, to beg a farther favour. We have 
two ladies friends of ours .; we have often t alked 
l!O rhem of Mrs . .Affable; they have an earnefr_ de­
fire to be acquainted wirh you ; they are gone rnto 
lady . .. . . . . 's, aRd wai c for your confent to let 
them be prefented to you. 
· Ivfrs. Affable. I !hall fee them with great plea ­

.fure, and I beg they may come . . . . . Are you 
~c'luainted with them, lady Lzuy? • 

Layd 
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Lady Lucy. One of them has been an intimate ,with me many years; her name is Zina, and I am fore £he will be your favourite. 1 know very 1it­t_Ie of rnifs Frirur; /ous, the other lady; I am per­fuaded ihe is in great ,vant of your 1effons as well a.s myfr:lf; anci'"'1 believe tl1ey will be of great fer-·vice to her. But h~re they are. . . Mrs. Affable. You are very good, Jadies,to think, 1:hat I can be .ufefo-1 to you in any refpetl:; pray [le down ladies, and give us leave to begin our Jeffon. Rut I rnufl: previouf]y obferve to you that it is rather a ccnverfation, .than a leflon. ·we are a fmall foc:ety of friends, who amuie ou r­f-elves in chatting together; we difcourfe freely without any difguife; each fpeaks what ibe thinks. It is hoped that you will not fail to copy the exam­_ple, which thefe ladies will g;ve you in delivering • t,heir though.cs, with becoming freedom . . Mifs Zina. For my part 1 promiie not to be wanting in due .attention; that is rea,lly the moil: lam fit for. 
Mifs Frivolous. I will follow M:ifs's example, .for beiidcs the difficulty I have as yet of expreiTing my thoughts in French, I ~m very backward and .timorous . 

. Mrs. Affable. I hope you wiU ne>t be long fo in our fociety. When we are only friends that meet, y,ou muG: take courage.. .Begin with yo.ur :fl:ory,. fady Tempejl. · , Lady 1."empejl. A lady of quality, but very young,, was married to a gentleman extremely rich , a.nd as old as he was ,rich; the young Lady, who was very virtuous, behaved with the _greateil: com­,plaifance .to her hufband ; and he was fo fenfible of her kind b<2ha viour, that in gt aticude he made ~ will, by which he fettled his whole real and pejfo­.nal eitate upon her. 'She was not yet _come··to 
.B 2 twen-
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t-wenty years of.age ; fue bad the beauty .of ,an 
.~n gel ; ibe was mi{hefs of a mofi excellent wit, · 
but what is above all ihe had th_e .deferved 1·epu­
ta.tion of bei_ng a molt clifcreet a:nd prudent lady. 
With all thefe adv~nrnges ya1,1 m.aj imagine fhe 
was not without lovers, and piany made their of­
fers, who looked upon the bappinefs of marrying 
fo comple,te .a per.fo.n as the g.reatefl: of advantages. 
S,be fipg1ed .ou_t -the marqu.ifs of .Ganges a very 
amiable perfon for the happy man. "Jt was ge-
17-eraily agreed; that it was a rnofi fuirable match, 
and that tl~is couple would be quire happy. They 
were fo _at .firft, b_ut ~y ce.g:rees tl1ey began to be 
lefs cornpl,aifant to .each -other. I faid before, that 
the marchio.l).efs de Gang.es was young, beautiful, 
.~_nd very ingenious; theie advantages ·were attend.:. 
ep. wich· every accompliihmenr. _She fung charm­
ingly, fl1e had an excellent band for all in.!1:rument~ 
foe danced to admiration; foch a perfon, you 
ma.y be fore, was defi,red to be at a.11 honorable 
meetings; if a ball was given, if. there was­
a feafi or an affombly, fhe .was always invited~ 
,and as fhe Joyed diyerfions_, foe freely accepted 
their invitations. Her husband, who was fome­
thing jealous, reprefented, that this diilipated and 
<lifhacted life · of her's injuredher reputation, and 
gave hir;n .a good ihare of u.neafinefs, upon whicll 
h_e begged of her not to gad about fo much, an4 
to fray more at home. The marchionefs rhought­
~his a ¥.e_ry extraord-itiary leffori ; -fhe knew her. 
fclf to be very qifcreet , and was perfuaded that fof-: 
r,ced; £he only defirecJ. to skip about, to be merry, 
;and to divert herfeif with perfons .of her own age ; 
~nd as {he thought no harm, ihe was furprifed to, 
_p,nd this conihued into a crime. U pan this fhe 
,nade this anfwer to her husband, that her con· · 
,:-~teIJ.ce refroacbed her nothing, that fi1e neither . 

was 
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. Was of an age nor a mind to be buried alive on ac­
count of the filly difcourfes of detrafrors ; that he 
was at liberty to frequent all rhofe afiemblies, and 
to obferve her behaviour; that to deprive a wo­
man at her age of all i1mocent and decent di­
verfions was a thing never heard of; he chid, 
fhe did the fame; in fine the g.'Jod unded1-an~~ -
ing, that had hitherto fub{ifl:ed between them, va­niihed away, and left room for quarrels an::i dif­
cord, reproaches, coolnefs, and at lail for ha tred. 
The marquifs looked upon his lady a-s a conceited 
woman, and perhap.s fomerhing of a cfiq11rt1e ; ihe 

- confidered her husband as a jea lous man and a tyrant; in fhort they could no longer fo;fer each 
orher. You remember, that the march·ioneis's firf1: 
husband left her a g-reat fortune by will ; f.he w:1s at liberty to difj)Ofe of it as fhe pleafed ;. but from 
a defire of being.. revenged of her husband, 1be re ­
folved he fhould . have no flrnre in the admini!l:rn-

. tion of her fortune,- if he furvived her. She had 
two children by the marquifs tha,c fhe lo.v-e,_d entire­
I y ; fhe made a will of aJI in tl.iei-i=----fa votlr ; thi-s 
was very jull:; but fhe added, th~~ 1f fhe died . before they were of age to enjoy her fortuhe, it· . was her will, that her mother, who was not ve­ry old, · ihould be their guardian in exclufion of 
their father. She added the following words at 
the bottom· of the· will, as- if fhe h-ad forefoen the 
misfortune that was to happen. · 

I declare in the prrje,:ce of .God, !jat thiI is 1it'f 
true and lajl <;,viii, ru.:hic ~ I am refalrued .ne<uer to alter, 
and if it Jhould happen-/Jereafl'er, that J make another -rwill, I give no-lice, that it •.»iii he contraty to my <1J..1ill, 

- and forcedfrom me, and- I declare that other will -fa 
made <void, and of no ejfe8. 

The marqui[s, by what means is not · known, 
d-ifcovered this will, where he was fo ill ufed ; 1-1.e 

B 3 re-
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Fepr0ached her with it,and remonihatedho'.).7 much 
it difgraced him; common friends, for whom the 
.ma rchione.fs had the -great.---efr deference, reprefented 
the fame, and undertook to r.econcile her to her 
hmband, which they at length cornpaffed by their 
good dfices. The marquifa promifed to be more 
co mplaifant~ ihe eng3ged to be more at home; ibe­
was as good as her word, and began to bave a real 
di{guft of the world. The marquifs feemed to re­
cover of bis odd humours, grew extremely fond of· 

,his lady, and endeavoured .to prevent her defireS>, 
: by procuring every thing he thought could pleafo 
. her. As _f_be v,;;1s good and fincere foe was sffect-
. e<l much by fe eing him fo much :.tlrer.ed, and gcne­
:. roufly fo-rgettirig all paft ·ill ufage, fbe took a re-· 
1 folution to m:1~e him quite eaiy, and to ihew that. 
, foe foi:P-a ve him freely, and without any remains · 
. of her 

0

forffier animality, fhe □ade her w.ill in , 
foch manner as was agreeable to him. 

The ma·rquifs had two ·brothers, one a clergy- ­
-man; his fiile w;as /V!on/intr L'Ahbe; -the other ~,as 
:a knjaht of'J\1alta ;.· his thought they contributM 
; greatly by their ~11-natured ~d}frour~es to make ·a . 
: ctifferen.:e between.the mar'}uds and fi-Is Jady. How-
ever it were, the marchionefs who was of a meek 

', mild temper, behaved very handfomeJy ·co theni, 
. : particularly to the knight, who having no fortune, . 

: couJd with great di.Bl.cu1ty have fupported his rank . 
without her benefactions. Summer came on, and 

1 the marchiorteis went down into t~e country to one 
of her eilaces at no ~reat diilance ; and was ac­
companied by her two brorhers-in-Jaw. Her huf­
band promifod he would follow her very foon, 
but that he bad preffing affairs, that re.quired his 
fraying at .Af1'vignr;n. The poor !ady had the great­
dt difficulty to refolve on this Journey, though 
fhe hid made it fey.eral times in the iamc company, 

and. 
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an'd had a fort of mifgiving of what was to hap­
pen, that warned her not to go. Before foe Jet 
out, llie di{tribmed confiden.:.b le alms to obtain 
from God her prefervation from a fudden death, 
and fumcient time to beg pardon,. and cry mercy 
for her fins. She had been but fome days in the 
country, when fhe found heriel f extremeJ y difor­
dered after eating a cream-rnrt; it appeared that 
poifon had been mixed with the tart, b1t rhe 
cream had hindered the foll effeB: of the poifon. 
One would have thougbt this was a fufficienc 
warnmg to leave tbe country; fo e di<l not, but 
fancied it: was a miPrake of the cook's. One 
Sunday ihe thol.;ght a little ph yfic would be of fer­
vice to her; a black and nauieo us draught was 

·fent in tl~::tt lhe coui<l not prevail upon ' herielf co 
' take, but made ufo of fome pills ihe had brought 
;down with her. Afcer dinner fhe found her1elf 
extremely well; fue invited. fome young ladies in 
the n~igbbourhood, and a very handfom collation 
·was ferved up; the pills bad given her a ~good 
appetite, and fhe eat hearril y. In the evening the 
'young ladies took their 1ea\'e , and the marchionefs'3 
brothers-in-law waited upon them home. The 
march.ionefs de Gange1 was fatigued; the weather 
was ex,tremely hot; fhe put off her gown, and­
threw herfolf on the bed w ich a petticoat and a thin­
-quilted wuifkoat, without any thing on her head; 
but her beautiful hair all in trefies •. She had fcarc(1 
fain a quarter of ~n hour, when '{he fa w · her br.other­
in law the clergyman come into her room ; his eyes. 
fiarted out of his head; in one hand he had a pifroJ, 
in the other a gJais of poifon. ¥ou mufi die, ma­
dam, faid he; take your choice. Ah! dear bro­
,ther, faid ihe, joining her hands; what have 
l done to you? why wiJ.l you kill me ? as fhe 
faid th.is, in comes the othu brocher-in .. Ja w, th€ 

B 4 kn~h~ 
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knigh t with a drawn f word. At firfl fhe fon dJy · 
imagined he came to her affifrance ; fhe was de­
ceived;. he held the point of the f word to her 
throat, and forced her to take the poifon. As­
the thickefl:- part of the draught fay at the bottom 
of the gJa fs, tl1efe brutes took a fi--i-ck to bring the 
dregs to the top of the glafs ;. fhe \·vas under a . 

. ncceffiry to take what was lefc ;. but ihe did not 
fw ailow this Jafi ; ilie feemed to fink into her bed, . 
and fpit it out between the fheets. The unhappy 
.v ictim, feeing now the ' evil pafi all remedy, beg.• 
.gcd of the inhuman executioners, that they would 
have mercy on her foul, and Jet her. at Jeaft have 
a C()nfeffor to affiit her ; they confented a.nd took 
care after they went out to lock the chamber door .•. 

T he ma rchionefs being now alone, . endeavoured 
-t o m ake her efrape, and as the window. from her 
· ;,i partment, that opened towards the ftables, was -

• not very high, ihe threw herfelf into the court. 
H ad fhe waired a moment ·Jonger it. would have 
been too late. The clergyman font for to affi!t 
her--i-n quality of a confeffor, and who undoubtecL­.Jy was in the plot with the two barbarians, her 

.. b rothers-in-law, came f.oon enough to catch holcl 
-of her petticoat, which helped.to keep her up ftrait, . 
fo as to light on her feet without . hurt. This 
w icked man threw a flower-P.ot after her, which 
had it reached mufi: have ma.ihed. her- head to 
pIBces. 

'The firfi: thing the pmm marchionefs dia was to 
era rn- her hair down her throat in order to vomi t; 
and to· ca-ft up the poifon, which- fhe eafily did, 
l1a ving. eat fo plentifully before. The Roifon was fo quick and. active, that a pig <lied of eating what 
.fl1e had call: .up. She then begged of a young man , 
-that belonged to the ftables to fave her life , by 
letting her out a t a back door. that opened into the 

fireer, 
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ftreet. He took her up in his arms, and fet her 
down out of the door, whence :fhe ran quite difhe­
velJed, and half naked through the village to the 
parfonage, w~1ere :fhe found all the _ladies that had 
been at coilation with her at the manor. They 
a_Il fcreamed out at the fight of che marchioneis 
in this Jiftre:fled firuation. She had but jufi: time 
to tell them, . that ihe \J:-as poifoned, · a-nd that her 
brorhers-in._law were in purfuit of her. The cler­
gyman fi:oocl at the entrance with a pifto1, and 
fii,d, whoever ·offered to come in he would blow · 
di:eir brains out; the knight went up flairs, faying , 
rfie rn.archionefs was gone di(rraB:ed, and that he 
would not fuffer her to be feen in that condition .. -
'])is had an air of probability w irh it ; mean;: 
while one of the Iadies,.who had forne flenfre -treacJe • 
a_bout her, gave the marchionefs very large bits of · 
it: from time co time. - The poor lady, whofe bow-·· 
els were aH on fire with this hot poifon, asked fol."' · 
a: little water to drink, and the knight carried his ­er uel barbarity fo far as t.o break the glafs between­
l1er teeth. N otwithfi-anding. this latl infiance of · 
i~h umanity; · fhe refol ved upon a lafi: effort to · 
~ave him to compaffion, fue defired to fpeak to · 
h_iin in private. .She crep~ •into th·e room_ n·ext to 
that where the company were,; here fhe threw · ' 
herfelf at rus feet; - dear hrother, faid llie_, it iJ ;•et ' 
t~me lo repair your fault'; I p1·on1ife, aJ I hope to he_ 
fawd, necver to rerueal r.J.Jhat h~J happened; no one is 
yet informed of ii; and 1 will fay with )'Oll, that 1 ha'!Jt! 
h!!d a jii qf maclnefi. Whilfi: ihe fpoke, he looked ar · 
her with eyes full of'rag~ and fury .• and -infread of 
a n1fwering, -he fell upon· her, rurf her through~ and: 
t !1rough with his fv1ord, and would n<?t have gii­
e_n over, but for his f word being broke in her bo- · 
d_y. The cries of the marchione1s a Jar-med all the::. 
laqies iu :the-next -room ;, -they ran:· to · lier,; but ·not 
· · · · , · -- · B''· S · Qne 
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o~e had the courage ~o :flop the -knight, who told-'. 
bis brother, that all was over, and nothina remain­
ed but to provide for their own fafety-~ 

0 

· 

In the mean time fome of the ladies endeavour­
ed t.o affitt the marcbionefs, whilit ochers cried out 
at the windows, hdp and murther. The magill:rnre 
of the townfhip ordered a. fcore of ·men to take · 
arms,. and placed them before the houfe; this pre­
c:rntion proved a very proper meafore; . for the 
knight hearing rhat his fifl:er-in-Jav,t was not yet ·· 
clead, came back to give her the fini!birrg !l:roke, _ 
bur retired on finding the houie fo well guarded. 
Whilft they waited for a furgeon, the women en­
deavoured ro get the fl:ump of the f word, that was . Jod.ged in her fhoulder, the D.ra ve marchiqnefs ad­
v.ifed one of them to refl: her knee againfr her back, ., 
and to puJI away, which fucceeded. The fur­
geon. who came that inflant, iearched all rhe 
wounds, and dedared none of them mortal ; and if the poifon could be overcome, gave hopes of ·· 
faving the unfortuf.late lady's life. But the poi-­
fan was too violent, and antidotes came too late; 
a violent fever and exqui.fite fharp pains in her bow­e1s ihewed clearly, that th~ evil was pa.ft all re•• 
n:ied y. Several mefiengers were difpa.tched to ac­
quaint her moth.er, her husband, and her children, 
with her prefent li.ruation. The margui!s hei; · 
husband, infl:ead of letting out immediately, loi­
tered a whole day at Arvig_n.011, telling every one,. 
he_wet the fad accident, as if be had been in rear 
concern. W 'hen the marquifs came, the marchio-· 
nefs's mother, who ha.d fome reafon. to judge Eun: 
an accomplice in the ·crime with his brothers,. 
would not fuffer him to come into her dying.daugh­
ter's chamber, hut the injured fufferer Jud facri'­
ficed her life to Go::l an:i all reientment; ihe 
would foe her h~~~an?; pie held O}lt her hand 

to 



to •him, and did all that was po!Tible to perfuade 

the world by her behaviour, that ihe thought him 

innocent. She i urvived fome days, and fpenc 

· them in earn_efl:ly- recommending to her mother 

and her children, not co hatbour any thought of 

·revenging her death., :a.{furing them withal, that 

ihe freely forgave her munherers. With thefe 

truly Chrittian "fentimenrs, ihe gave up her foul to 

her Creator. The bo.:ly'was opened, and the bow­

els were found quire deilroyed by the force of the 

~oifon. 
Lady Ma,y. Bur, l'vfrs. Ajfahlf', can this be a 

true fiory.? I cannot believe, that there could be 

men capable of fuch wi:ked aaions; I ihould 

fooner think they were fiends from hell. · 
_ Nlrs. Affahle. It is very true, -, ladies, that thefe 

e~ceHes of barbarity are not eafy to be imagined. 

But be pleafed to retlea on the firfi caufe of this ill- ­

fated lady's misfortunes. Her inclination to the 

·world and -diverfions, her want of com plaifance to 

her husband, - the contradictions, which followed 

of courie, brought on the hatred which the huf.._. · 

_band conceived againfr his wife. Hatred fpirited 

her up to revenge, and to make a wilJ that rt\c, · 

fleeted ihame on her husband ; he on hls fide a'P­
prebending, that fhe might alter the fecond wiU 
he had prevailed on her to rnake1 without doulft · 

fbrmed the defi.gn of employing his brothers,-· as 

·:vroper in!1ruments t_p make away with a woman, 

·who had forfeited his ,friendfhip ; for it ·was gene­

rally believed thofe two brutes afred under his or~ 

ders. However, I don't pretend to vindica:te hrs 
helv1.viour; he was a monfier; all I pretend to-fay 
·is, that fhe might perhaps have avoided thefe mi/­
fortunes, had :fbe condcfcended to the terms 'rre: 

p,ropofed to her. A husband is in the wrong, 

w·h.ere he reg_~ire~ too much of a wife; but a wo-
...... .. - - B 6, - ~ ·man 
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man is certainly to blame, who will not · con·­defr end to the oddities of a husband. When fh e m arries fhe rnufi:_ be thoroug!11y perfuaded, that fhe gives herfelf u.p to a rnairer, a1Jd mufr -facrifice to him all h~r humours, . fancies, and the m ofi innocent inclina.tions, ifl1e is hrnte enoug~ t.9 require ir. 

i\1iis Frirvolous. You were faying.., . madam, that y ou loved peopJe, that g.? ~-e their .opinion on ppints in conver-Jation ; . give me leave to teJl ·you, ma­dam, that at this rate, a young lady with a fb are of common. fenfe can never think of m arrying-. T o me it ihould feem,. that in a .married Hate t he duties a.od obligations afe reciprocal ; and that a h us band is as much oblig_ed to complacency with regard to a wifo, as a wife to·a .husband. Jvlrs . Affable. I\: fho.uld b.e fo indeed, mifs; but ~nera l1y ipeak ing is not. In this cafe a wife :rnrn.fi take rn her 1hare aU the burthen of com phi­fan ce, or refolv-e to be unhapp,y for life ; perpe­tual contradiEtions mufl: end in hatred; and wha.t can it he but a-rr anticipation of hell to be tied for _ life to a man you detefl: ? 
Lady Lozti/a. Pray, Mrs. A_ffahle. would fbe be happier with. a 11usband, to wfiofe· fr -:aks fhe mull: every infiant give up even · what is mofi: inno~ c.ent? 
lv1rs. Affable. Yes-, fhe would , my dear, lions ~nd tygers are tamed at 1afl: ; a man mufl: be of a :fiercer nature, than thofe animals not co he gai n-:. --cd by a complying, prudent'; . and . difcreet wi fe. ··nut let us fu ppofe foch a b rute in nature of that ~ tldd and excentric turn, as not to be affected by the kind and fri endly behaviour of a good w ife, :fhe has this pleafure left, that fhe cannot reproacli­b erfelf on any account. Believe me, ladies, no one can be unhappy, that lmpws he has dif~harged his duty. 

- Lady 
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. Lady "t17ftt_y. But, 1\1rs. Ajfahl,', where was the 
harm of the poor marchioneis's taking very inof­
fenfi ve di verfions ? Did net fhe tell the marquifs 
he was at-1ibercy_ to freq\.lent the fame afiemblies, 
a-nd to ob.ferve her conduct ? 

l\1rs . .Affable . . It is not enough. fur a lady to be, 
fhe rnufl: appea1, virtuous. . The public infpects 
and examines the behaviour of a young perfon; 
and if fhe be handwme and beautiful, fhe cannot 
be too mudt up_on her· guard. She may depend 
upon no friendihip frO'm all the women, that are 
not fo agreeable as herfe1f; . jealoufy_ turns them 
irno fo many_ enemies, always attentive to eve ry, 
frep that is taken, and which is fore to be pervert­
ed by the mofl: unfavourable confi-ruction. If 
they, remark , a- particular bent . to the world and , 
diverfions,- and difcover, tha,t it ·is not .agreeable t <;?° 
her husband, their tongues are, immediately Jet 
_l6ofe. They decide that a woman, wh.o is indif­
ferent to pleafa her husband, is not unwilling to 
pJeafe fame other -perfon, and is affidu.ous at all af­
iemblies in quefr of that other. This is frequently 
a. great piece of injufi-ice ; but it is the world; and 
fince it is above our skill to reform it, we mufr 
fubmk.to tha-t way of life, which will be .out of 
the reach even of malice. 

Mifs Rural. Oh blefied .retreat! I ,can, without• 
any appreheniion -or . fear of weak ar.1d filJy_ taJkt 
enjoy all innocent pleafu.res. Pardon- this excla­
mation, Mrs. A.flable; but aU that I hear cf.what 
is called the grand monde gives ,me foch a dread, 
that but for - the defire I have to make a,n ad van .. 
,rage of your le!fons, I· wbuld this moment return 

, to rhe folitude of.the ,ountry, . there to fi-end all 
my_ days ; 
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· Lady Lucy. I am very much of your opinion; tnifs_; but there are fome points of duty7 which · m uf'c take place of our inclinations. . Mrs . .Affable. Much may be faid, ladies,. on this fobjec1:; but, befides that it is very late, feveral Jeffons are yet to be repeatea . . We · will refume · this converfation fome· other· time; and~ now we mufi: go about our fiories. 

Lady Mary. 1\1y leHon, Mrs. Ajfahle, to my. 'thoughts was quite comical. Whilfr I was getting my task, I laughed like a mad creature; however · :I- will endeavour to he very ferious-. There was a great dearth in the land of lfrael, and the fans of · the Prophets came to mount Carmel. Elijha fa.id . , to his fervants, .fet on the great pot and feeth pottage for the Jons o/ the prophetJ. One of the fervant:s in • obedience to his ma.f}er went into the field to ga­ther herbs with a fon of the prophets, · who hand ... fomly offered his aHifiance. He was but a poor-· gardener, and brought in his lap' full of gourds, , which he ihred -into-rhe pot; this wild gourd is as loitter as you ca:n imagine. When the p0ttage was ready, thof-e who were the Iharpeft fet fell E>"n ; · they had no fooner tafied it, but they made · very ugly faces, and- fpit it out, for they could . not eat this fort of mefs: . They cried out. 0 thou · man of God, there i.s ·death in the pot-. Elifha ordered • 1-i,ts fer.vane to bring fame flour; · he threw fame into the pot, and the pottage lofl: all its bitternefs,, ~nd was thought very-good; As they were about; the pottage, a ch-aritable perfon brought twenty loaves of barley to Elijha. The prophet bid his fervant di(}ribure this bread to his guefts, but •he repli:ed, l¥fmtfoould ljet this before an hundred men? Give it as you are bid, faid the prophet, far, thus 
/14i~k ~te. f.:~td1 tbey fa,'!_[~ ~at1 '!_'!_~ ~bey fhal//a"1;· 

~ere'!.,_.~-
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thereof. The event verified the prediction ; they 
were all fatisfi.ed, and fome was left. 

Lady_ Char/,;tte. Pray, what is barley bread? is 
it better than what we eat? 

Mrs. Ajfahle. No, my dear! It is made ~itlt 
barley_, is . very coa.rfe, and is only eaten by the 
poorer fort. 

Lady Charlotte. It mufl: be owned, that the pro­
phet treated very meanly thofe that came to foe 
him. Bitter pottage! Barley bread! As he might 
have what .he wifhed, why did he not pray to God... 
for a better dinner to reg_ale his company. 

!Vfrs. Affable. This is really pleafa~t and fingu­
far. . Can you imagine, my dear, that God would 
have wrought a miracle to plea.fe their palate? No 
indeed; but he· emp_loy_s his almighty power co 
provide the poor with necefiaries; and will not · 
make ufe of miracles to befiow ' on . them, that 
p_lenty, which wouE turn our fo much to theii1 
p,_rejudice. Dainty fare, fine clothes, treafures are 
only eO:eemed as good things by the proud, the 
vain, the greedy and the fiocbfol. God fets fo lit­
tle a value up_on this fort of g~od_ thj•ngs, tba,t he 
frequently allots them to the wicked; he referve!; 
for his friends parience -in, their poverty, fickne!Ie-s, 
and under many affronts, faith, ho1pe, and chari­
ty, and all virtues which are the wealth of the 
foul. 

Mifs Molly. Neverth~Iefs he beO:owed very g_reat. 
riches on Abraham, who was his friend. · 

Mrs. Ajfah!f'. Becaufe A/Jraham had made age­
nenrns facrifice of them to God, by leaving his 
country, and th_e houfe of his father. A man fo 
·faithful co-God,as to fa:cri-fi.ce at his command.what . 
v,,as m-:Pc dear · tn him, . his only fan, would har.dJy 
fix his heart Ol'l peri!halvle wealth. Upon this-ac ... 
count} God who forefoe~ all t,ha~ itt,o· come, and · · · ·· - · - · · - ·- .know; 



knows -it as well as what is prefent gave him ri ch-· e·s, which he foreknew Ahraham wou-ld not -mifofo. but employ, in g_ood actions: 
Lady Senjilile. Then it -ofcenis verrhappy to be: oorn poor~ . 
Mrs. AJ!able. It is certain; my dear, that the•­poor have not fo many occafions of finning as the rich ; but thefe on ,the ?ther -fide, . if they pleafe, are in the occafion of. p,ra8:ifing.many and gr;eat . virtues . . But befides you may be poor with a h11n:.. dred. thoufand 1,ounds a ye~r, and a wicked rich~ man with ten pounds, nay wi1:h ten fhi11ing~. 

_ Lady Mary. How-fo, , .l\.tfrs. AjfaMe • . 
Mrs. Ajfah/e. Mind .what-I .am g9ing to fay, Ia-0 

dies. One day a young man asked of J ifu, Chrifl · what he fhould do rn inherit . eternal- life. Keep,· the commandments, our, Saviour-. anf wered. /ill 
theje, faid the young_ma.ra•, 1 ha'UeJupt from m;, youih 
up. Jejw beholding him, 1vved- him, Sell -that--: 
thou haft, our Lord . faid, . and gi'Ve to the poor ; ; 
a-nd come andfollow me . . When the young man 
heard that faying, - he went away_ forrowful; in­
fiead of foll.owing. this advice -; for he .had great­poffetlions.., Then faid Jefus UFlto his . difcip1es .. Verily I Jay unto,you, that ..••. ii h eajier for a 
uzmel to go through the eye of a-needle, than for a r_ich. 
man to enter into the hingdqm of God. Now as a ca .. 
mel, who far exceeds an ox in fize, cannot go tho­
rough -the ey~ of a ·needle, in -the ian:ie m_anner a rith man cannot · enter -the kingq.om of hea ven·; this is certain for- -J~fu-, Chrijl, who_ca:rrnot d.eceive 
us, h~s declared. tbis truth with t•fa.e -.!hongefi affe­
ve,ranons. 
· Lady Lucy_. You .frigbten:•me fo, Mrs. AjfaUe; 
that were I-0f age; -and- could difpofe of my for-­
t,une and efiate, .I wo-uJd,.immediate1y.feJ.l aU, and,: 
gi" e _ ~t to U).e• pJJor.~ •. 
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Mrs . .Affable. It is· not J, but the ~gofpeJ, that 
frightens you, my dear. But take courage, whilft 
you continue in this difpofition, that is, whiHl: you 
find your-felt ready to facrifice the wealth of this 
world to the fafery of"your foul, you ,,.·ill he tru­
ly poor in. t-he· fenfe of the go(pel. When our 
blefied Lord declares, that a rich man ~annot enter 
into his kingdom; he means the rich, who have a 
greater value for their wealrh, than fop him, and 
would not upon ceca-lion faaifi.ce the good things 
of this w.orld to their duty ; and who would n0t 
flick at very evil afiionsr either to increafe, or to 
keep their fabfl:ance. A man with a forl:Jne of an• 
hundred thoufand pound a year, who is difpofrd. 
to lofe all, rather than commit. an injuil:ice, fuch 
a perfon is poo·r fo fpirit, and may 'hope for . die 
kingdom of heaven. On the contrary, he that 
is worth ten pounds only, or ten ihillings, or as 
many penc·e, would fooner be perjured, or foe 
his neighbour fiarve, than ru!1 the hazard of lofing 

· this money. Such a perfon is a wicked rich man, 
· and a camel will pafs eafier through the eye of a 
needle, than the other ihall enter: the kingdom ef· 

.heaven. 
Lady Witty. That explication,- Mrs . .AffaM.e, 

· was quite neceifary; otherwife the words of Chrijl · 
. w0uld ha.ve drove me quite difiraaed; for you 
know, madlm, that I fall fole heirefsto papa, wh.o 
is extremely rich. 

Mr~. Affable. Covetoufnefs will never be imp.ut• 
ed to you; a generous temper has been yonr ihare 
from your birch- Oh that you were as free from 
vanity, as you are from a diforderly attachment 
to riches. But is every one of us clear of that 
p,affion ? 

Mifs Mol{y. I fear I am not, Mrs . .Affahle. Ma• 
ma g_ives me here an~ there fome. ihillings; I am 

very 
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very choice of them, anq keep them together .fo :a. little box ; I believe I have got together fom:e three guineas. 

lv1rs . .Affable. Take care, my dear, of a vicious inclination to riches . The three guineas have tak-. en poIIeffion ·of your heart. You muft not Jee them gee the better of you, if they .fhould you will con­tract a bad habit of loving money; when you grow up, you will grow hard hearted to the poor, you will wrong yourfelf aJ::Jd Gthers , and lock heaven- · gates againfi you. Though covetoufnefs were no ' fin, yet it would be an inclination, which you ough c c. r-ei""ull y ro refonn ; it is fomerbjng fo very mi:.-tn, and a dishonour to perfons of rank. The · greater we are, the greater our genero11ty fhould rbe. Befides to love inoney in order to lock it up,­: is a degree of madnef-s. What purpofe does it ferve -under Jock and key in a {hong box. Take care, ladies, not to forget this imporrant point. I have read Robinfan Crufoe's adventures in Englifh. 1 He was fhipwrecked, and came a-fht>re on an i1land, where he Jived. twenty feven years. He had.. bee~ , there fome years, when a ihip was taft away near the -fhore, fo that Robin/on could go to the fhip a-t ,·Jow water. He found fome gold in the captain's · cabin ; he threw it down in a rage, what good, fai_d he, will this gold d:; me? I can neither eat, nrJr drinJ it ; it r-u.;iLi not cloath me, nor C(Juld it· cure 1ize, were I out- of order; a good pro,vifion of hijcuit, or half a dozt'n jhirts <zxould be greatly more to t,e purpofe. Pray, Lady Serjihle, give us the fiory of Pythius; it come's admirably pat to the prefent fobjefr. Lady Senjihle. P]tbius was a prince of Lydia, who bad many gold mines in his fmall dominions. His poor fubjeHs v>'ere ufed like Daves; he made them. · work night and day in the mines, without allow­ipg them ,the leafi re(pite. His rrincefs1 who had a 
yery 

... . 

\ 
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very great fhare of good fenfe, w as very defirous 
of reforming this paffion in the prince . For t ho" 
he poifefled fuch quantities of gold, he was lath to 
fpend any part of it even in necdfa.ries ; and hi-s 
only pleafore was to hoard it u p. It happened one 
d::i. y, that Pphius bad taken the diverfion of bunt­
ing, and returned fiom rhe chafe w ith a very era Y­

ing appetite. The princefs took care to have great 
chaFgers foll of wedges of gold ferved in fo r din­
ner. The prince was much pJeafed w ith the fi ght, 
and gazed iometime at-the gold with fa tisfaft: ion . 
Bu t _this did not content t11is appetite; and he beg­
ged of the prince(.,, that he might ha ve fomerhing 
be could eat. N ow, fays the princefa, is noJ thi1 

",ivhat you like hell? raujefl, fays the prince, I can-... 

' 110! f i:ed'- en• gold, and I might Jlar'Ve, though :.j 

,had in pojf ej/io,z all the treafutes of that rich meta1, 

which the world' can afford. 'Therefore, fays the 
;,,princefs, ii 1n,ujl he a great filly to · harve /o Jiro11g a 

paj/ion far a thing that lies ujelefl in )Our chejls. He 
·perf11ad'ed, my dear priuce, that .fums /oded up are 
mt w ealth,_ and are only of jer'Vice, fT...t·htn th£y are pro-

-jerb• exchanged far the nec'.f/aries cf life. Pytbius took 
t he hint given him by his prudent princefs. He 
vtas fa altered, that he t,ecame as generous, as 
he had been covetous before .. 

Lady Louita. But the you~g man mentioned in 
-the gofpel had made a good ufe of his fubfrance, 
fince ChriCT: loved him, who would_ not have lov­

. ed him, had he been avaricious. H e could not 
·then be a wicked rich man; and yet by the words 

of J ejus Chrifl it fhould feem as if he had lofl-
heaven, by not renouncing his fortune. It is 
then _nece:ffa ry for fal vation, that we fell all we 

:have and give 1t to tbe poor. 
Ivfrs. A(fa6fe. En!!iea vour, my dear, to under­

frand clearly wha t I have to fay to you on this 
head •. 
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head. In the holy gofpel we meet with precept1t and with counfels. - Love your enemies, do g_ood to them, ihare your fubfra-nce with the poor, be rnodefr, do not do that evif to others which you­~ould not have them do to you; thefe are preceptJ. _They regard all men ; noc-one is excepted in the .whole univerfe from the obiervance of thefe Jaw-s, .nor can any one be admitted into'heaven, that doe-s .not pra.Eriie thefe commandments. But as I .have faid before, hefides the commandments there are :counfe1s which are not fop all, but- only for pep­. fens, whom God calls to a fl-ate of the greatefr perfeB:ion. Sell all that Jfnl ha-1•e" a-nd gi'Ve to the poor; whofoerverfoa/1 fini-tc thee on thy right ch.-e,f, tur,r lo him the other al.fa; if any one ... - .. wilJ take· away thy c;oar, let him harve thy cloak alfo. Thefe are called evangelical counfels, and-many of them, rare read in the holy gofpels. Lady Louifa. But, Mrs . .Affahle, the perfo!)S , whorn God calls to the p.raB:i.ce of thefe counfe1s .are under much greater difficulties to work their Salvation, than ochers. Are they not? Mrs. Affahle. Quite otherwife, lady. But phi-­J.ofophy, I mean, .. reafon mufr make that out; • -and­.this poinf iball be difcu{fod- ia, our firfr morning.~s leilon. 

r Lady LuC)', And why does God cali only fame , and not-all-to ·the practice-of the evangelical coun • . fols? - . Mrs. Affable. Ii: is not the part o( fuch poor diminutive mortals as \:ve are to dive into the fe.­·crets of the almighty. We may, however, form fame conjecrures when we call to mind the- words .ef ·the facred . text. 
· The young man had _kept· the com!11andment,s _ from his yo.urh upwards, and up.on this account J eju; loved him. - What greater proof of his love 

could-
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-could ;this divine fa vi our give, than this call to 
the greateft perfeaion? This was the reward of 
,his fidelity in the obfervance of God:s command­
ments. Befi<ie.s our- fa-viour di.fc0vered-ped1aps fome 
difpofition in this young man to covetoufoefs, and 
w.hidh might .incline him to commit fome offence. 
in that nature. Hence the favour was very great 
from our faviour, who advifed him to part with 
worldly wealth_, that he might he :Perfi:Er, and 
more out of .danger. " 

Mi[s Zina . . Good God ·! Mrs. Affahle; fince this 
youth had not co.urage enough ..to renounce his 
pofleffions, why did not God {hip 1111:n of this 
worldly fubfi-ance agai.nfi- his will ? 

l\1rs. Ajfablf. This young man in that cafe rr.igh.t 
have offended by lamenting his lofies, and mur­
muring againfr providence. God who created us 
without us will not fave us witho.ut our concur­
rence with 11is grace. He called this young ma_r,i, 
and St. lltfatthe<'(», who was a.Jfo ,rich. The firfl: 
r.ejeas, the fecond , obeys his c.all, _and qui.ts a)l 
things. Both had the fame vocation, but as .the¥. 
were hoth free, they were at liberty eit-her to com­
ply or to rejefr it as they did. But we mu.ft fh;>p 
here; we ba.ve not time _to go on with this fubjec.t. 

Lady Lury with a whifper to 1\frs. Affable. 

Mrs . Affable, 1'4i[s Zina begs of ~11 things to 
come ro the private converfation y0u a.re fo ·good 
to allow us. 

l,1rs. A°J/aMe. Let her come with you, my dear; 
1 Ihall recei ye her with pl.eafure. · · 

'D l A-
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LadyLoursA, Laciy,Lucy, MifsZINA, Mrs ... 

fuFABL.E. 

MRS. Affa;/;./e,. -1 gratefully acknowled~e the fingular favour you do me in admitting me :w the pci vate conference yoa have with theie la­dies. They have favoured me with. an account of tthe fobjefr of your lafl: converfa.tion. It is of the lafl: im porrnnce, and I _propofe the greateft plea­fure to myfelf in making an ad.vantage of your .. ufefol infl:ruB:ionsA · 
, Mrs. Affable .. As-thefe ladies have informed you -with what was difcuffed in our. Jafr convcrfati-0n, we will go on if you pleafe. Has Lady Lour/a examin.ed how fhe employs, her time, as w:ell as . .l'lOw fhe amufes and diverts herfelf according to die t ules which I prefcribed her ? 

· Lady Louifa. I have, Mrs. Affable. The diver­.fions i commonly take are the p.ublic D1ews, I zHean the p1a ys and the operas, balls,. al1em blies, gamihg, taking the air, fomerime~ a little reading. What need of examining fuch things? I don't .find they have any hapn in their nature. 
Mrs . .Ajfahle. What is your opinion,_ lady Lucy? ' Lady Lucy. I cannot be of lady Louifa's opinion. In comedies, I find, they talk very id1y. 'Tis not fo in tr.agedies,; but the befi of them deliver fenti~ ments very oppofite to the fpirit of chrifiianiry. There revenge is comineflded and .approved, am­bition meets with the greateCT: applauie; in a ·word, Mrs. Affable, after the finefl: tragedy, I obferve,that ,the ,chin gs of God-leave my heart, and are fucceed-

ed 
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.ed by: woddly maxims, which I renounced at 

.b.aptiiin. Moreover the very moclejlcjl traged'y has at 
the beginning fome epifode not altogether fo, and 
ends with a farce, which, commonly ipeaking, is 
.downright infamous. 

Mrs. Affable. If lady Lucy judgeJright, ladies,· 
we mufi: conclude., that comedies, fuch as are ex­
hibited now a days, are very bad, and that the 
tragedies are at leaf!: dan_gerous. I fay foch co­
medies as are aB:ed at this time. If the gen~lem~n 
aut'1ors would introd1.,1ce proper comedies to t\e 
:ft .ge, it might l: ecome a fit fchool for youcl,. 
The French have feveral pieces, that are very 
well adapted to infi:il good morals. Such play> 
may be reforted to with a good confcience; but I 
am bold to maintaig, that a perfon who regards 
bis fal vation, cannot be prefent at the other per­
f orh1ances, I faw t'other day a company of young 
1/ dies, who w ent co fee. A.mphit,)'o afred. Well! 
it is a fcandalous play, and for my part I cannot , 
-conceive how any woman dares to appear th::re. 

Mifs Zina. I own, Mrs. /1.ffahle, I am determin­
ed neve-r to go to any play, without knowing pre­
cifely what is to be exhibited. I was at the play­
houie lately with my filler, I had like to have died 
with fhame and confu.fion, I was twenty times in 
~ mind to quit the hou/e. . 
. Lady LC1uifa. Very probably, ladies, you are 
;nore fufcepcible than I am of an impreffion. Firll: 
there are feveral things that may have a bad ten­
dency, which I don~t underfi:and; in the next 
place thofe I undedl:and arc without any confe­
quence ; they come in at one ear and go out at 
the other. . 
· Mrs. Affable. Let us be fincere, my dea;r. Can 
you perfoade .us, that foch idle fh1.ff as you h-ear ac 
-~ comedy never comes into your thought~? 

Lady 
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Lady Louifa. I don't fay that, !V[rs. A!fa'h!e; I 

fhould offend againfr truth, if I did; 'tis only 
d-rivingthofe tl:ioughcs away, and turning one's attention to fomething elfe. 

Mrs. Affable. Can you imagine.,madam,that it 
is in your _power always to relifl: bad thoughts by 
your own il:rength ? can you do this without parti­
cular helps from God, and. do you think, that thefe particular helps will L~e al·ways at hand, when you 
e_xpofe yourfelf wi~hout any necdiity to danger? 
Would you chufe to take poifon daily becaufe you . 
have fome time or other tal{en an antidote with 
fuccefs ? Is there no reafon to apprehend, that this 
antidote, which has been -often of fer vice, may 
fail upon fome occafioH, which would coll: you 
_your life ? at leaO: might not you juftly apprehend 
rhat fo long a habit of taking poifon muO: affecl: - your conflitution, and bring on death? Have you 
ever confide red feriouCTy, that a thought only, tb 
which you give conLnr, is the death of the foul ? You may tell me, that you fee a comedy with 
_p-leafure; hut, dear madam, put this pleafore in a 
:fcale, and the trouble of refifiing dangerous 
.thoughts in another; I am fore you will find there 
is no comparifon. You tell me morever, that you don't underfl'and the greateft part of that vile lan­
guage; this, if fo, muH: be very tedious; but 
don't you fee the gefrures, and the loofe aEtions of the performers. Befides, the gentlemen, who fee 
you at foch plays, can they_ believe, that you don'.c. underftand what is faid? Will they not on the 
contrary pretend a juft right to entertain you with 
fuch diicourfes as you hear with pleafure from the 
actors. We are furprifed with the infolcnt beha­
viour · of men, and .their Ioofe converfation. Co-: 
·medies make this ftile too familiar and common~ .I am not for giying you any ridiculous fcruple up-

on 
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Qil this matter; fpeak freely. Have I exceeded 
in. any thing I ha ye faid ? 

Lady Lucy.- I think not, Afrs. ;f_fj-able; ~nd I am 
quire· willing to renounce a di verfion, wluch foon• 
er or later may make me offend God. 

Lady Louifa. I have not quire fo much courage, 
1;,ut my refolution -is taken ; I will only go to tra­
gedies, and leave the houfe before rhe farce 
begins. 

Mifs Zi-na. Mrs. Affahle, we are fometimes at 
liberty to do as we pleafe; but this does not always 
depend upon us. If mama will have me a_r a _play 
fhe likes, mufr I make a ,preachment, and tell her, 
that ihe is in the wrong, and that I cann ot in con­
{cience accompany _her to foch a reprefontation ? 
If a gentleman will have his lady to the p1ayhoufe 
on a day, for which he has engaged a parry, 
or fet of company, mufr fhe get :.inother play act­
ed, or mufr ihe quarrel with he:r husband, an<l re­
fufe complying with him? 

l\1rs. A.ffable. I am really furprifed, ladies. Dif­
ferences between husbands and wives ieldom hap­
pen upon fuch o-ccafions; i,t is commonly other­
wife; even thofe mothers, who appear the 1eafl:: re. 
ligious, are n0t difpleafed with their daughter3 be­
ing greatly fo; it is only to pleaie them, that they 
bring them to thcfe fhews. A reafonable woman 
may deal with her husband as fhe pleaies. Dur, in 
ihort, I will foppo ie, that he infifis upon her accom­
panying him rn parries of pleafore, rha.t are -danae­
rous (if they ihou1d be abfolurely evil, thert is 
no ~oubt but. ~e m_ufr difobey) :in_tbi; cafe a young 
per ion, a ~hn{han, rnO:ead of gorng-wnh pleafure to' 
foch meetings, would appear thereunder the greatefi 
terror : J he would !1~ ve recourfe to prayer ,and fo1id 
reflcfbons for obtruntng fuength from heaven; a.ml 
God, who knows tlle heart, would give her great 

VoL . ~I. C and 
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and -powerful .graces to preferve her in danO'ers 

•
1 l hd O 

' .to w.h1cn i 1e a not voluncarHy expofed herfo1f. 
Lady Lou/a. It is a fad thing to he under a ne­

ceffity of giving up al moft a.11 our come~ies by their 
fault, who have the ordering of the entertainment, 
I am almoft in a mind to join with a good many 
ladies, th~t we may go in a body to Mr. G--rr-k,· 
a-nd .declare, that -none 0f us intend-for the future 
appearing .at any of his heft tragedies, unlefs he 
t-ake care . that the farce~ or whatever· entertain­
ment is exhibited,, be m0clefr and innocent. He 
h;:1s indeed, for fame time had a pantomime, where 

· t:here is no idle language ; for nocbing is faid, but, 
tG make up matters the fubjecc is immoral, and the 
aRions are futed to the fubjecl:. .Bu_t what do you 
fay of a ball, Mrs . .A/Jable P Is that alfo evil in fr,. 
felf? For my pare I look upon it as a wholefome 
.exercife. 

Mrs . Aj/aMe. I am againft balJs, but you may 
d ance as much as you pl eaie; you have my conle,tt 
to dance a whole day every week, provided you da nce 
only among you. ladies, witho.ut any gentlemen. 
· Lady Louija. That would be extreme tedi ous, 
Ivi:rs . .Ajj'able, for ladies co dance together.; we are 
got into ~ habit of danci,~g with gentlemen (a). · 

Mrs . .Affable. Lady Lou,fa bas forgot , th at a ball 
is a neceffary ex~rdfo for hea lth. She mull: own, 
that health is only .a pretext, and I muft tell you, 
that: I had r.icher fee you at feveral of our come­
dies than at a ooll. G've me your attention, ladies, 
.and Je,r me 1peak iH3/ mind freely and pfainly. \Ve 
c c me 'into the world weak and' inclined to evil. 
Thofo only, who have not ~·aminecJ their hearts, 
and are of cGurfe {}rangers to their inclinations, 

(a) Th is a11fw~r h as been maJ<! to the author very frequently, 
~n,;l was rep :ated no lon~er a:;o than lafi ye;ir, . 

. will 
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'¢Hi difpute th~s truth; bur it does not follow 1

-

that they are wirhout this bent to evil, becaufe 
they ha·ve nGt difrovered it in the heart, which 
they have overlooked.; and :this bent or biafs of 
nature is a ready diii)ofition to evil, and which does 
not want a.ny h-e-lp to break out. Of all the cor­
rupt inclinat~ons, which. reign in our hearts a deft.re 
of pka-fing is w1rhout difpute the moft violent. 

··Hcmce a•riie-s in the ladies love of drefr, jealouly, 
_pride, and fometimes there appears among t heie 
vicious fruits a vying one with another, a de­
fire to excel, an<l the amendment of fome groffer 
defects. A ball is an -0ccafio.;i, where this predo­
minant pa.ffion gs.thers frelh firengrh and vigour. 
If we examine this deiire thoroughly, we only go 
to a ball to farisfy this paffion . But where is the 
harm, you will fay, in <lefiring to pleafe? the mofl: 
circ umfpe& perfon of the fex may gn in purfuit of 
this advantage , if ibe has not any particular per­
fon in view, chat fhe · 1eeks to pleaie. Let it be fo, 
though. even this is far from trmh. Can you, 
ladies, tell . me fincercly, can you think, that 
.among a crowd of gentlemen, whom you delire 
-to pleafe there will be oone that !hal l pleafe you? 
Still you will urge t his is no crime. We are of 
age to fettle in the world, am! it is very proper, 
that fome one pleafe us to enter upon a married 
frate. 

Well and good, fadi es ! and for that very rea~ 
fen, were it in my power not one of you Jhoulcl­
ever go to .a Lall. 

Lady Louifa . I don't very well undedh.nd th-is 
way of arguing, Mrs. Affable. You agree with 
.us, that, to enter upon a married irate, we mufl: 
find a perfon that pleaies us. You would do bet­
ter if you owned, t hat a ball is the only pccafion, 
where one may difcoyer and know the tempers of 

C z perfons; 

I 
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perfons ; there is commonly le[s refrraint at a balf, 
~nd there generally begin acquaintances, which 
end in a marriage. Pray don't think, that I am 
at all deftrous of being married, I am very hap• 
py as I am, and, if I may determine for myfelf I 
don't think of fettling, till I am two and twenty 
;years of age. J talk in general only, and in fa­
vour of adiverfion, which I am pleafed with. 

Mrs . .Affable. Now tell me, my dear, who am 
they that are confi-amly at balls? 

Lady Loui(a. All that are fond of diverfions. 
. Mrs . .A!fa6le. But is it among this fet of men, 

·that you are to find rational perfons ? 
Lady Loff i /a . Wh-y not? am I not rational, tho' l am fond of b~lls ? 
l\1rs. /.tjfable. If I faid you was not, my dear, 

yoµ would look upon me as very unequitable; but 
if I prove it, what will you fay then? Confider 
yourielf, firfi- as a ch rifl:-ian, and next as a ratio­
nal being; and you will iee , th;ac in both thofe 
p oints of view you muft of necefficy co,ndemn 
balls. 

Mifs Zinfl, I c0nfefs, A1rs . .Ajfatle, that a ball 
does not appear in my judgment to carry with it 
-any oppoficion ro chriftianity . 

Lady Lwy. To me it feem.s ve ry contrary to 
reafon, For infrance. I !pend a night at a ball, 
and during tbe whole time the mind is t aken up 
wi~h my eyes and feet ; I make no uie of my rea­
{on, and 1 become a mere pjcce of mc:chanifm, that 
looks about and dances. Rcafon has no ih.a re hert:, 
and rbe whole night is lcfr . Theda y that preced­
ed the pall w~s emp loyed no better. The whole 
time w.as raken up in dreffing. If I confider next 
the time afrer the ball is over, tha t is H-ill worie. 
I aet home fo much tired and fpent, that there is 
n/tal~ing of prayer before be:l-cime; but if I de-

fire 
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fire to fay my prayers, I either faJl afleep, ~r a~1. 
taken up with what l have feen. Tbe morrnng ts 
fpent in :fleeping, or I awake with my head ~ull 
.of the divedio-n of the night paft; my rnornmg 
·prayers are affeaed with the fame thoughts, as well 
·as every other exercife; and I am two or three 
days, 1'etore I can recover the ball. It does not 
end here. If I get imo a habit of Joving l1a l1 s_, 
when I come to be my own mifhefs,- I ihall be 
for frequentina them, as often as I can. If I yield 

··to this paffion~ reafon has no part in above half 
my Jifo, the blood will be heated, and heaJch de·­
:firoyed by the unfeafona!:ile hours of refi-. WhiHl: 
I fleep, my children, if I have any, the fervants 
are under no rule, I cannot keep any order in the 
'fami1 y ; that mui1 be left to a houfekeeper; and I 
· mufl: take upon me the gui'lt oLdl the faults com­
:mitted at my houfe. If I ihould rake a refolution 
to keep from balls, I fhall he quite miferable upon 

, ·thofe days I ani abient, or rather in fpite of my re-
folurion I ihall go to a void that difhefs; for a had 

' habit is almofl: fore to prevail. 
. Mrs. djfa6le . Ve·ry l1tde can he a:dde'd to what 
· Jad y Lucy has fa.id; but the little I have to fay is of 
the lafl: importance. ·Gentlemen at balls take the 
liberty to fay many things, which they would not 
,care to- Jo elfewhere . The gentleman, w·ho is 
your partner, looks upon you as an acqu·aintance, 
though he has never feen you before. He rnufi: 

-keep you company, when you wouid refl: after the 
·fatigue of dancing. \,Vhat mull the converfation 
turn upon? your charms, his happinefs in fo ch a 
partner, and your graceful manner of dancing ? ~ 
fine converfation indeed! but yet it is mode{l. 
The tumult of a ball, which keeps you at~ dilhi.nc·e 

-from the ladies your mothers, expofes you to fome·­
thing frill worfe; it may happen, that your ima• 

C ~ gi-nation, 
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gination,. heated by that exercife, wi11 not be 10 much guarded againll furprife> as to perceive im­'m ediate]y the indecency of the language you hear. D0 not flatter yourfelves., Jadies ; a young perfon at a hall 1ofes fome part of a becoming timidity or lla fhfuJnels. There £he. gives her hand to a grntle­ma n, fhe ~kiJ?S and figures with him ; to ~crfonn genteelly :fbe muil look him in the face, and be ;;.f, :fr8:ed]y precife, when fhe gives her ha nd. She cannot tin:i fa ult, if he fi x his eyes on her,. and €Yen in the . b oldeft manner. Have I exaggerated, lady louija? _Are lady Lu0's remarks u.njuH-? · Mifs Z ina . I was a:r a ball- Jafl: yea.r, and fo tir­ed when. I got home, that I fell afleep, whilfr I was . undreffing. The next morn ing a brother of mine came to my room. Dear fifrer,. he fa irl ,. I ve1y much fear you went to Heep without faying your prayers. I owned~ I ha.d not fo much as thougl it of rhat duty. Oh! dear fiG:er, he faid, is it poffi-. _ble a chriilian fhalI go to bed, uncertain, whether ihe fhaJl rifo again without. ex&mining,. whether .fbe fhall be in a irate and condition to appea r in the p reience of God, without recommending her foul to her creator, and w1thout begging pardon fdr the offences incurred tha t day. His words .made foch an impreffion, that I bave never fa llen into the farr.e fault (i.r: ce. Let me be ne ver fo fit epy; that though t k~eps me awake .. Mrs . ..11jfab 'e. Y ou give me a great 1dta of your hrother. I dare fay he is an enemy t_o balls, and fu ch a.fiem bJies ....... But what ads you lady - Louifa? you look very fad. . Lady l o:t1fa. I am really as I look ; I fl-d i repeat wli~c I /a,iJ. lately; it is very difagreeabJe to give ·up all pleafores; you prorni_ied me other pa_ftimes. in lieu of chofe; pray point th.em out w1th all 
the 
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the difpatch that is poffible, I want to be acquaint- -

.eel wit'h thofe ·be"rter diverfions. 

· Mrs. Ajfiz/;le. Pray a~k fady Luer, whether rime 

.has hung heavy on her hands for thefe two months 

pafr, that fire has forfaken moft cf thefo frivolous 

amufemencs. 
Lady Lucy. No indeed, .fy1rs . .Ajfah.'e, and I may 

venture to afiure lady Louija, th·ar I have never 

been fo haopy in my life. 
Lady lo;,fa. Do, my dear friend, tel1 me out 

-of charity how you fpend your time. \ ,Vhen I 

have renounced all thele di veriions, 1 ihall cer- . 

tainly find the days intolerably long. 

Lady Lucy. And I, my dear, find them fo fhort, 

tbat I have not half the time I could wi i'h and 

employ. I rife fome time before eight; half a 
·quarrer goes in dreffing. At eight I fay my pray­

ers, and make fome refleB:.ions, or a irJrr of me<li­

tarion. 
Lady Louija. What ~re thefe reflections, or this 

fort of meditation? 
Lady Lucy . I will tell y ou, ladies, but don't 

imagine t hey are mine. They were fuggefied by 

'.Mrs . .Affable; fhe put me into a methoct of fpend.­

ing my time which makes me find it fo ihort. 

l\frs. /21Jfa6!e. you tell my focrets, my dear; 

that is no-c fair. But I hear the young ladi'es 

coming; this con verfati:on mufr be put off to fome 

Qther tiuJe .. 

DIA.. 
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!vlrs, A » F A B 1 n . 

.,- I l E cl.id not g0-- th rougl1 wich ~ur fiories foil VV time, and we forgot geography. We mull begin with thofe. _ · 
.,_i\1iJs M0l6•. The genernl of the kiFJCY of Syria's • 1 :, ,anmes was cal ed Naaman. He was very dear to his fov€reign as being an expert commander, and a pe1 fan of great worth;. but he laboured under a great m. sfortune; he was a leper,. that is . he wa~ covered with a horrible fcab from head to foot. There was an lfracl!te rr.aid at Naaman's houfe, .thar had been taken an<l brought off a captive; as !he met with very good ufage, fhe wiihed her rna-0:er well, and ver.y ntuch, cornpaffionated the melancholy condition to which ihe fa w him reduc:­ed. I am fore, faid. ihe one cl.a y to her milt refs, that the prophet Elifoa would cure rr, y mafler, if he would go to him. Ni,1a111an acquainted tlie king .wirh this; that prince gives him a letter., whereby .he begs .o.( the ki_ng of .i/rael to cure Naaman of his Jeprofy. Th.e king of lji-aef upop recei v_ing the letter rent his ga1:ments, as it was then the cuf­rom, when perfons wer-e under great trouble. Am J God, faid he, to have power of healing the fick ;, It is very pl~in, that the king of Syria only feeks a pretext for a quarrel. Elifha hearing this fends a meffage to the king of J;,·ael to this purport,. Why haft thou rent thy clothes, Jee the man-. ome to me and he; fuall know, that there 1s a 

pr(}A 
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pTophet of the true God- in Ijrael. Naaman __came 
tb the door of El!foa's _hou[e, the prophet font him 
word by a meilenger to go and wafh feven times 
in the Jordan. Naaman was greatly provoked, 
and faid, I thought he would have come out to 

me, and cal!.ed on the name of bis God, and 
touched the leprofy. Have not we as good r ivers 

· in Syria as the Jordan? He was going off in great 
wrath; whGn one of his fervants faid,- Father. 
if the prophet had bid thee do fame great thing 
thou fhouldefl: have done it. Why ,vil t thou re- · 

· fu[e to do a thing that is [o eafy. Naaman thought 
his fervants judged well, and having bathed feven 
rimes in the Jordan, was cu red of his leprofy. 
Then he came to give thanks co the prophet, and 
brought him mofl: noble prefents, and m:::.de a pro­
mife that he would worfhip no other gods but the 
god of ljrae/. . El;Jha, rhough very poor, as you 
have feen, would not receive any gift from Naa­
ma11, which dii'pleafed the prophet's fer-v-ant. Af­
ter Naaman went, the covetous · iervanr follow- · 
€cl him, and faid, Lord-, - rwo fans of propnets:1 
t-hat are very poo1~, are come to my mafter's , who 
bid me run after Naaman, and beg fome money, 
and two chang-es of garments -for them. Naaman 

gave him what he asked, and tlie prophet's for-­
vant concealed- the money and garments in a fe­
eret place.- When Eli/ha faw him, .whence comdc 
thou, fa.id the pro pet? thy fervanr, he anf wercd, 
wenr. no whither. Went not mine heart witfo 
thee, when thou receivedit the money• and the 
clothes? keep the-m. But -the leprory- of Naamrw · 

fuall cleave to thee, and thy pofierity for ever, 
and the fervant went from his prefence imme­
diately, covered with a leprofy in p.unifhmem of. 

his co~e~ou-foeis, hl.s thieving and lying. 

Mrs. 
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l'vfrs. - Affable. You fee what an ugly vice cove--· toufnefs is. The prophet"s fervanr, for the fake ­of money, becorpes a thief-and a liar. It is a paf- · fion of a differen t character · from others; and in-.. il:ead of abating, a.s they do, encreafes with age. Go on, Jady Charlotti, and after our frories I will rela.te to you the difafi:rous death of two mifors in ~ur days. 
The ki~.g of Syria, who defigned to ruin the · kingdom of ljnul, frequently: fent troops that way upon. enterprizes againfi: the 1/raelites, but for the mofl part they. were not attended with foccefi;; for: the prophet f:lijha gave notice of their defigns to the king. of 1/rael to be upon his guard. The king of· Syxia, feeing. all his defigns difcovered-, thought he was betrayed by fame of his fubjects .. B:is iervants affu..red himof"their fuielicy; but don't. y.ou know, faid they, that the prophet E/ifha­knows every word• you fay, th0ugh even to your-­folf in your apartment. The king, to be reveng­ed of El;_Jbal ient a great number of foldiers to take him in a towfl where he w-:is. The fight of fucl1s­lilUmbers threw Elijha's ierva.nt into grea t frights, Lu.t don't you fee, faid Elijha, that th ofo who de­fend us, exceed, them greatly. in number;:, V✓irh., that he begg.ed of Gotl to open the eyes of liis fer-. vant, who, that inflant beheld the mountaiQ co­v ered wii;h- h.orfos and flaming chariots. Ac the · fame tinie God· ar the inftance of the prophet daz­zled the eyes of thofe who· came to take h.im ; and. E lifoa [peaking to chem, follow mr, faid he, I will~ kn.ii you to a place, where you will find rhe Eer­f-0n. you fe~k. Tl'ley foJlowed ;. he brought them.­to Samaria, the rnpiral o-f the kingdom of 1/rael. There their eye~ wei:e . opened, and. they were ftruck wi.rh the gr-eatefl: dread to £ee rh:emfel ves among their enemfesJ ·and in ·~heir ,eower. The king of - J/!a.e! 
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ljrael advifed with Elifoa, /hall 1, Said he to the 
prophet,/mite them? No, anfwered he; but fet meat 
a-nd. cl-rink before them. Thefo fervants of the 
king of Syr-ia rerurned to their mafter, and report­
ed the kind treatment they had met with; which 
affected him fo much, that the lfraelites continued 
fome time unmolefl:ed. 

During thefe tranfac1:ions the fans of the pro­
phets, who had gathered in great numbers on mount 
Carmel to Elijha, and were !heightened for lodgings 
near him, begged that he would accompany them 
to cut down timber for the building of fome huts. 
The prophet cor1fented, and one of them having 
dropt his axe-head into tne water, came under a 
great deal of trouble to acquaint bim with his mif­
fortune. What grieved him more was, that the · 
axe did not belong to him, but had been borrow­
ed. The man of God comforted him, and asking 
him where it fell, he cur down a Hick, which he 
caft in, and the iron f warn. 

Mrs. Affable. Pleafe to take notice, ladies, that 
the berc way t0 difarm our enemies is t0 return 
·good for evil. Had Eli/ha confented, to the de­
ftru&ion of thofe perfons, he would have failed of 
procuring that rdpite of war for the lfraelites. 

Moreover, pray remark the providence of Goel . 
over his fervants. V:/ere our eyes opened vie 
fhould perceive, cl1~t God incompa:fles iJS on aU 
fl-des with his helps to guard us ag-ainJ1 infinite dan­
g~rs, ·which threaten 'us from all quarters . Hew 
many dreadfu_l aC'cident:s· have we eic:aped unde1· 
his protecticn ,? This will appear a-t the day of judg 0 

1nent . . 
Lady Mary. l\frs. Affable, you promlfed us a . 

fiory. 
Mrs. Ajfahle . . Tt is about one Monjieur Tar'dieit; 

~ho ~~s-a __ magift;ate _an4 7)~dg~. . l make ,f1:ce 
: •v ~- with 

~ . 

,I 
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with the man's na·me, becaufe the fio(y is pub­·. lickJy known. He w:as covetouS- to ex.cefs, and. defired to be married. Beauty, youth and.. virtue was not thought on by him;. he v.ranred a woman _ that was r.id1, and- as griping as himfelf. He _ found one to his- mind; for there never ,vas, I be-lieve, fuch a pinch-fenny; the_husband compared . to her mrght be thought-. a generous perfon . With · this wife he was abfoluteJy ruined; a volume wou'd , not fuffice to defrribe their fordidnefs and dirty . actions. S-he began with t-u.rning all the fervams out of doors;. and then. contrived all forts of _- means to get or to fave money. lnfiead of admi­: niLhing he fold jufl:ice; the guilty, if they were . but rich, were fure to be acquitted. His temper was well known, and whoever had a bad caufe : made him handfomc preients. She had ~nee two . turkeys brought her; fhe kept the leis; the larger · and heavier was fem to mark~r to be fold; but , guefs at the excefs of her defpair, when fhe was in-formed, that the couniel, who fent her the tur­. key fhe had fold, had ftuffc it well wir~1 g.old; fl-:-e 

was like to have gone quite dif1:rat:red. She frole · w~atever fhe could Jay brr hands o.r.i, and could , not go _into a p::i.fhy-cook's wirhout carrying off ~ fame b::kers at lea ft. T he pafhy-cook to come even v-1irh her, faving your fav-our, put a vomit into a biskct, which he took care :f.hou-Jd be left in her ·Kay. It had its proper effe&, and made her very fick. She c~ntri ved petticoats for herfelf out 
._ (!f the Satin-the/es * prefented to her husband. I 

have . . 
'# The following ncte may be of fervice to the young ladi~, i~ En~land fur the ,rnder~anding o( what is meant by Sarin­'Ihe'es, Jn ou~li : difpates whether on points of phil0fophy lilt 'J • 

• _divin ,ty, whith are frequent -in univerfities, colleges, &.:. · ;ibr0ad, t be heads or articles of fciences, that are to be main tained aao ma(.e EOCd by a )'0\lfl-p f.:nola-rl or candida-te to 
fi}i:w 
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. have told you already, that fhe had parted with 
· . all her forvants, and Ii ved alone with her hu[-

. band; fhe had iecret locks to every door, which 

they only knew how to open; an ufeleis precaution, 

which did not prevent their difa!hous end. Thieves 

found their way into the hou '. e, and murthered 

her and her husband: but, as they v,.rere unacquaint­

ed with the locks, could not get out. They were 

. found in one of ·the chimnies, where they endea-

-voured t=o conceal themfel ve~, but their punifh.­

ment di<l not refl:ore life to thofe wretched mifers., 

whom. no one pitied. 
Lady Mary. M·rs. Affable, you told us in OUT 

. Iarr l.eflon, tha.t prince Py1hiu1 had .mines of gold. 
Pray what is meant by mines? 

M r~. Ajfahle. You foe, . my dear; . on the upper 

'vifib]e part or fur.face of the earth, trees, fruits, 

flowers, . and grafs growing. Well! within the 

earth metals are formed, among which gold is the 
.' moil: precious and.mofi perfect. 

Lady Ma1J'· How, Mrs. Ajf-aole, are guineas 
found in the grou nd like cabbages in a ga rde n I 

Mrs . .'1ffeeble. Not quite fo, my dear, at fir.fr 
_the gold is found mixed with earrh. When a dif­

covery_ is made of a gold mine, or when there .i.s 

fl,ew h is proficiency, o.r · to be- admit ted to fo me degree, the 

. points to be debat-ed are prin ted, a nd di!l-ri 1J uted to the perfons 

inv ited to the d1fpute, bu~ for r hoice fri en-:ls, wh om t hey dd ire 

to difii ngui·fh, they ara- pr inted on Jat_in, They are called 

tb1r.'s, and out of the prefe nts of this k ind ll1onjiua T ardieu 'a 

n~table wife found . li~r fol f petti : oats. T he· langu ag.e of ti e 

t bPju is- genendly la, in. J:,;i/cau, who alfo relates this fio ry~ 

_fay s, S:i tyr X • 

• • •. •. • fon_jupon bigarre de latin 
~'enfemble Lomeofoi ent trois th,frs de fatin 0 

.. In Em l rfh-. 
find Thefes three prin:ed on .Sat-i/11' , • 

./Made_ her a pmw1ou_oj LariM! 
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a probable guefs, t hat the.re is one to be found; ·deep holes or pits are made, where they let down men, who are often buried under the earth, that ihrin~s down upon them. They draw up feveral · baskets of t he earth , that is mixt with gold, which ­they underiland how to fepara te from, each other . The g_old is carried to the mint to he coined into guineas. 

Mifs Bella. Lord! Mrs. Ajfa-hle, the poor p_eo- · ·p le employed in the mines are gi·eatJy to be· -pitied, 
Lady l)J7itt)', Thofe that go to the bottom of the fea for pearls have frill greater hard·thips. I read. fa me time ago, that they meet with large . fillies, tha t devour them . 
Lad y Mary. That mufl: be a banter, madam; can there be a fi.D) big enough to devour a .ma-n? lVIrs. Alfa-hie. There are foch indeed, my dear; there aFe :fi!hes as large as th i•s room1 others a~ big as a _houfe; thofe are whales; but they do no mif­ch-ief to the poor fi{hers for pearls. There are many others not near that fi le, but extremely dar1gerous. The frmrk, for infra.nee, is not bigger 1:han a calf; but b:s teeth are as rnarp :.is razors-, ,ani at once bi.res ,off a leg or a thigh of a man. 'Tis very bappy thar they are feen coming at a­c1111anc~ . A friend of mine, who has been a grea-t trn veller, t old me, that being at fea in a great calm , he took a fancy- to bath~. He was Let down into the fea., and held by a rcpc. He de• fcried immediate] y _one of'thcfe cruel animals; he ju.ft had time to give a fign to be hoi.A:ed, tha t is, to be drawn up by the rope. When he w:i.s a-nr of the water, an-:l almoir on boa rd, the ihark fpru ng up into the ·air to ~tch his leg-7 which vea ry luckl1 y he ~ifle~ . 

Lady 
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Lady, Charkue. I ufed to be con-cerned for the 
fifh taken by fiihe.rs. 'Twas a. pity, thought I, to 
kill th€-in poor creatm:es, that did no harm ; but 
now any one has my confent to defrroy them; it 
will not give me the leafl: trouble. _ 
· Mifs Rural. We have large ponds about us at 
hGme, and. they often fii]i there. The fa·fi- time I 
:faw this fport I bur.fl: out into tears with feeing th€ 
poor fi{h H:ruggJing and tolling about in the grafs 
before they died; but this rhought came into my 
head. They filh with a line and hook, baited with 
a worm, or a little fifh; well! thou~ht I,. if the 
Jara-er fi:fh. had. fp;:ired their fmall neighbours, they 
had a charn;e to efcape; their crnelty to their fel­
low creatures is the caufe of their b.eing taken; 
they don't deferve pity. From tha.t time I learned 
to frili without any concern for thofe I catch. Th€ 
larger fort, who prey. upon th~ leis, deforve t@ 

meet with thofe,. that will eat• them in rheir: rurm 
Lady Witty. That is but-jufl:; but to return to 

our filhers foi: pearls they are brought up from. 
their youth to h.old their breath, and are called di­
ruers. After they are nfed to b.ea-r being fom.erime 
under water without breathing, they are provided 
with a basket that hangs b.efore them; they flip a 
Fope under both their arms ; a . cord is tied 
t©· one hand;. th.c other end of this fa.fl: is fiX'.­
ed . to ·a bel.l' on the fide of the boa<r. Thus equipt 
·they are let down into the bottom of the· fca•} 
where they make a,ll the difpatch they can to fi.1'1 · 
their baskets with oifi:ers.. When they are full, o.r­
w.hen- they can.not hold their breath any longer, 
they ring the· bell, and.are drawn np, afcer whicb 
they gQ down again. What is very particular, is­
thar, as- fome fa.y, they can tell'by feeli-ng, whether• 
there. be-aI'ly: large pearl within, and that fame--
-¥~~ ~hey o.e,e.u ~h,e -<?~fie.r!-an~ ~yv:allo~ tfre peMarls • 

. r~ 
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Mrs. Affable.• I have been told the fame, but I think it is hardly credible; ' or., if true, the folly, pf men is beyond imagjnation, who fet no value pn-lit-e, when they are bent upon enriching them­felves; ir· is certain they run· a very great hazard of being fmothered whilfr they are opening the 0ifl:ers. . .Miis Soph;, . we :ihall be glad to hear your. frory. 

. 1\1iis Sophy. ·The lfraelites after a :fhort-lived peace with the Srrians, fa w the war break out­afrefh, and the king of Syr ia laid fiege to Sama­ria. Provifions were fo fcarc.e as to bring on an incredjhle famine; the head of an afs fold for four­
fcore pieces of filver, and a finall meafore of pige­ons dung for five. · 
_ As the king of f_frae/'was paffing by one day on ~ the w:all a poor woman begged of him to do her­jufi:ice. W ,hat wrong has been done to you, fays ~ht king ? 1.f)rd, Ihe anrwered, - this woman mi Deighbour, and I agreed to eat our children. My­fon was .boiled yefieF<lay, and r gav~ her half; ihe· .has hid her fon to day, and refules co g.i ve me the ,half of him, ·as we ha<l agreed. The king, {huck wich horror, rent his garments·; and the peopl~ faw that he had a,fackdorh ~ithin upon .his fleih 1 , _to deprecate the juir fover:ity of ,an offended God •. He ougb t., in ftea-d . of wearing fackforh~ to have :renounced . his . evil . way-s; but this was far from his thoughts; on the contrary, he fell into an ex­:cefs of r-a.ge , a-nd • vowed under- the fhongefr im- · -precations a.g_ainfl: hi,mfelf, be would take off E/i­jha's head. As he was about to execure his wick­·ec1 deiign, Elifha,- who fat at home with the eld.ers, . ·;fai~ co them, do not you .know, that this fon of a rnurtherer -has fent to take away mine head? the .l<ing fol101vved the perfon ne fent, and the prophet . f:Foke i..o_ \he namy Qf \h~ L.Qr~ ·. to ,hi~ effect. To.--... · - - .. \ ___ · - - . . -- ~- - -- : ' 

PJ:Orro~ 
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morrow about thi.s time :!ha!I a meafure of fine 
flour be fold for a fhekeJ, and two meaiures·of bar­
]ey for a ihekel, at r~1e gate of Samaria. A lord 
who waited upon the king, faid to Elijha, ur.·­
lefs God ihould make windows in hc:t ven to 

•pour dcwn provifions) it is impotiible. Elijha rook 
bim up with this prcdifaion, thou fhalt fee it with 
thine eyes; b~t iha1t not ear thereof. 

Mean whi-le God alarmed the Syria,u wfrh the 
noife of many chariots and horfes, upon which, as 
they · concluded, that a powerfol army was_coming 
to the relief of Samaria, they retired with great 
precipitation, and abandoned their baggage and 
ammunition. Not one remained in their camp·; 
but this event was not yet known in the town. 
Jn thofe cays lepers were not permitted to live 
in towns, but were obliged to fi-ay without the 
gates. Four lepers, a1moft famifhed, took a rc­
folution to deliver themiel ves up to the Sp·ians; it 
was better they thought to be difpatched by the 
S)'rians, than to die of hunger. Their forprife: 

.was-great, when they fouf1.(i the camp fo.daken by 
t:he enemy; and afcer they had eat and ch-ank they 
took what pleafed them moil-, and laid it by- prr­

·vate1y. They foon began to feel a remorle for 
nor .imparting chis agreeable piece of inrelligence 
to the people of Samaria ; they returned to the· 
town;. and as it was night it was thought pro­
per to wake the king. He thought at fir.ft thrs 
might be a flight of the Syri(lns to draw them into 
an ambufcade, and to be better informed, he fer.it 
off tWO men on hor.Leback. No more could be 
fpared, the rcft having been eat up, fo that onl-y 
five horfes remai .. ed alive. The two men th ~t 
· were difpatched found the roads enri rely cc:?Vered 
with cloths, and ochu things, which the Sy-ia11s 

had thrown away to fly the faf'cer, and brought 
. this 
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this account to the king. The people crowded from Samaria to the enemies cimp; but to pre­vent diforders at the gate, the king com rnanded -the lord, who doubted of Eli/ha's prediB:ion, to-•take his pofr there. He fa w the great quantity :of provifionJ that was brought_i~ and fold very .cbeap, but never tafted of ir, for the people trod u r,on him in rhe gQ.te, and he died. Thus was accomplifned the pi;ophefy v,·hich the lo1·d had made L>y his fervant. 

l\!G[s Bella. This fiory makes one's hair .fhrnd - on end. What? a mod1er eat her c!1iJJ ? .Mii1 Soph)'. I have heard, Mrs. Affable, that there are nations who kill their parents, when they are aged, and then eat rh1m; .is it rrne? .Mrs. Ajfab[e. Tbe lrcq.uefe, a nation of North • .llmerica, had that cufl:om, but have now laid jc afide. Don't thjnk children, that this was done · out of any ill-will. Far from it; wl~en the Eu-- ropeans came amongft them, and they were in-­formed, that we let old people live, and buried them after their death, they thought us very cruel. What barbarity, they fuid, to let thofe fofter the infirmities of age, and then to put them into a ·hole for a prey to worms? We have,. they went on, a far greater affection for our parents; we fpare them all the inconveniencies of a decrepit old age; and we find them a gra \·e in our .fio. machs. Eating our pare.ms rccals to us the me­.mory of their celebrated a3:ions, \V e transfufc their _courage into ourfolves and our pofkrity. Lady 111ary. Vlhen I was a. very little one, 1\frs. ·.lljfable would joke w~th me, and propofo my being a queen among thofe good people. lVfrs. A_lft.b/e. It \Vas nevu meant to laugh at •you, my dear; . I was. end ea vonring to diiton~r ·how you was _d1fpof ed lJl _mind, _and-I v,:as a good 
de;ll 
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deal edified witQ_ what I obfer.ved. Yes indeed, 
fadies, J told my dear Jirtle Mar_J', d1at the queens 
in rhat country were only cloathed with skins or 
hides, their necklaces were firings of fl1ells, they 
often Jay in the fnow, and were over and above 
ve ry poorly fedo I affore you, that all this. 
-did not in the lcafl- put her out of conceit, and 
fhe was willing to take up wich a.Jl thefe inconve­
encies, provi-:l.d. it would be a means to m1ke the 
-ttue God known among thofe poor pwole, and to 
bring them to Jive in fociety among on"e another. . 

A1ifs M2l/y . Don't they know, that there is a 
God; don't they behold the heavens and thif; 
earth, can they think, that all thefo fine things 
·were made without a God ? 
· Mrs. Affable. You reafon very weJ1, my de~r; 
the moir barbarous nations are firuck with the 
fight and confideration of this beautiful univerfeir 
and have perfeRJy underil:ood, that men not be­
ing in any capaciry to conftruE!: this admirable 
·fabric, there muft neceffariiy be fome fope•rior being­
man, to wh0m their re1j:eR .and adoration waf; 
due. Every nation has framed different ideas in 
"this regard'. The Peru-71ian.r, as well as Mexicans-, , 
adored. the fun. The l roqucfi and other fa vages 
·of North America ag_ree, that there is a great ge­
:1rius, that has made all things, and him they ad.ore .. 
They believe that there are foveraJ other inferior 
geniulfe.r , whom they call 111anitous, among· whom 
fome arc good, others l.;ad . Bot, which is vel'y 
·fingular, they honour much more the evil geni 0 

·ujje1, rhan the good, and make many preients. to 
the former. 

Lady Violen t. That. is mighty ridiculous; what 
reafon h:rv.e they for it, Mrs. /Jjf4b/e? 

"ft.1.rs. · Ajfable. The fame reafon as fome people 
in 4!a, who pra..y to; and honour the devil . much 

more 



68 The Young "Ladies Magazi1u, 
more than God, though t l:ie y have an idea of a ·dei'• ty. God is fo · good, they fa y, thar he does not want our pt'ayers w be very good to us; it is l1is nature to be fo. Whereas the devil bein g ex­tremely malicious, he mufi: be kept in t emper, and difa_rmed by our prayers and prefents, w ith­out which he woufd certainly foHow his ptedo­mirnmt inclination, v.•hich al ways difpofos him to mifchief us. 

Mifa Bella. Do the lroq/.lefe heiieve a hell tanci a heaven P _ 
Mrs. Affable. They beHeve the fol.ll to be im­mortal, and that after d~ath the foul goes into a _ -large anq extendeg GOuntry, where it is to be treat­ed as the works of thi~ life ha ve deferved. Thei,t fouls, who have led good livesi will find in thi~ country all fons of animals and fifh, fo that they may hunt and fifh at pleaforn. Here they are to have J/ery great ent:ertainments and- feafl-s, with much ,finging and dancing. They are paffionarely fond of mulic and danc;es ;- and as they fpend thei:F t(lays in• hunting a.nd fi fhif)g., all theie things con­J,llmte the happinefs of another" life.- W 'hen aa ,Jroquefe dies, his bow and arrows, \\1 ith other par­ti.culars, which they chink he may want in ano­ther world, are. bu ried with the deceafed. They 

have a fore of priefh *, who are called jugglers; 
thefe 

* Charlevoix in h~s 6th V'oL 25th letter, fays thus, « Iii ~r ne font pas ntfant=ir,s ( le5 jongleur.s ) /es mi!liflres de u s dicux .~' p rfrendus, 9ue p our annoncer au:,c. bommu leu'rs volonr ,s et pour ~, etre leu rs /;1te1·pr1res: car Ji I' on p euf' don!ler le nom d e Jacri.fc e " aux o.ffrandes, 911e c, s peupl~s fon t a leurs divi11itfs, /es pretnt ! ~ parmi evx ne f or.t jnma is !es jongleu rs: dans /es ceremonies pub . . ~, h"9urs ce font /es chefs, et dam !es domejliques ce f ont ordinairt-~, ment /es peres de f arr,'iile, Ol/ a leur difaul le plus conjidfrahle de "' de la cahane. tl1ais la p rinc1j ale ocC/lpation d. s j ong/curs •• • '"' ., , , , c'ej} la :ncdtcim:, &c, They (the jlJ gglen) a· e Aot 

how-
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thefe are fent for, when any one is fick, to drive 
the evil manitou, or genius from the patient. The 
j.uggJer ufes many cantor.lions, makes wry faces; 
and if rhe fick recover, the poor people are very 

grate~ul, and make the juggler many and great 
prefents. 
. Lady Violent. You can't imagine, dear l\1rs • 
.Affabie, how defirous l am to be informed of the 
manners of all thefe nations, Pray let us hear all 
that you know about them. , 

M1:s. Ajfahle. They li·{e in villages, that is, a 
certain number of favages build cabins nea r each 
other. After tbis th ey cbufe a ch ief from among 
tbofe, who have dillinguifh.cd themfel ves in the 
~~~- # 

~ Mifs Sophy. Whom are they at war with ? 
· A1rs. A.ffab!e. North America alone is of a _ pro­
digiGus extent, and no one has yet feen the end 
of it. This great and vafl: country is full of woods 
and lakes, and inhabited by an infinity of nati­
ons, all different from each other in rheir looks 
and appear:ance. Some are white as we are; 
others have an olive cnmplexion. Some have 

their beads fl a t, orhers fbarp and pointed . They 
are continually at war, ~.nd carry it on fo cruelly, 
tha t it ends in the defiruB:ion of their !iations. 
They I-ill their prifoners, but they. don't wait for 
rleatb to roaii: them, which they do whiHt they 

however n:iinifiers of tho(e pretended deities, only to declare 

-their will to men, and to be t r eir 111 t.errretcrs, for if the name 

-oi facrificc m;;y Le applied to the uffenng~ m.a ,J c tn their gods, 

the jugglers among them ar,e uot tbei r pri e{ls : but in public 

ce 1:mo111rs, their chiefs; in privine, tbt I c,ir:l of the farni.y ; or 

for want of foch- a-one the mofl con/iderable pc.rf0n of the 

cabin . The chief employ of tl.e jug6krs , , • -. • • is 

.tl.le praai~e of ph y f1..:k, 
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~re yet liying, and by a flow .fire, where tbey, fuffor a long time before they die. 

Lady MarJ'· How can they have the heart to hear the cries of thofe poor wretches io cruelly' .tormented ? 
Mrs . .Affable. Thofe that are roa/1:ed make no outcrie:s, my .dear; they we>..uld difgrace themfel ves., and be efreem~d cowards. On tl:le contrary they mak~ .an extempm·e fong ' (this they call their death­jont;,) wherein they fee forth all their e½ploits., and how many they have roafted of the fa.me nation, who have now brought them to the flake; they continue iinging as long as life remains, and tho ·ivome!} and children take a pleafore in adding to their torment, as if the fire was not a fufficie;it pain. · Somet·irnes there are prifoners,1vho have the good luck to a void this barbarous ufage. A fa­vaoe woman, · that has lof1:: her fan in battle, is at lib~rty to chufe one among tbe prifoners, who is looked upGm as her fon, who has adopted him. Lady Violent. They that ling whilfl: they are r-oafring, were certain ly brought up by the Lace-. hmonian.r . Do you rernc:mber, l\1rs . .lijfa.hle, the child that H:c le the fox-cub. 

1\.frs . .A.ffable . I remember it perfectly well, but as fome of thefe ladies may not have heard that -frory, I beg you v-.rill favour us with it, and as of­.ten as you call Jo mind any fucb, th at comes par to the purpofe, ii: will be of great . u!e co perfecl: you in fpe1king f 'rench. 
Lady //iolent . Had I known as much I would now and then h.a ve thrown in a f!:ory ; for inftance, when you ralked to us of the l roquife, who kill their parents to prevent their fuffering the inconvef)ien_ces of old age, it rut me in mind of that excellent receipt for the colick you taught m~ 

two 
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two years ago. I will begin with the child ac 
Sparta, and then repeat thi; other. 

ln Sparta the chiidren were allowed coming in­
to publick earing houfes, and to carry off what they 
pleafe<l, if they could do it without being di.fro ve r­
ed ; if they were ca.cched they were fore of b ing 
de(_pifed, which they dreaded more than death. 
One day a youth fiole a fox-cub, and hid it un1er 
his garment. The animal, being very uneafy un­
der his confinement, tore rhe lad's belly in a moil: 
dreadful manner. Y o.u can eafi.ly guefs, ladies, 
.that he mult be under the greatefl: pain; he never 
once cried out, and fell down dead wi tho~ut the 
lea fl: fign of any complaint. 

Miis Molly. · A pretty country that of S
1
~arta, 

w here children were brought up to thieving; no 
one could be fecure in his own houfe, and the rich 
were expofed to be red uc:e:l to poverty. 
- Mrs. Affable. At Sp(l rta there was neither rich 
,nor poor, as we fhall Jet you know -the firfr tim e 
----}1/l~at a-i_ls you, la:ly Violtnt? you make 
a. fad four face, w h t t is the matter, my dear? 

Lady Fiolmt. Don' t you fee , tha t miis Molly in-: 
te rrupted me ? I had another Hory, that I was to 
bring in; ,vhy could not fhe let me tell it before 
ibe 1poke ? 

]\4rs. A_ffable. I-fa rl-:ee , my dear ! if this 
l,ad happened Jafr year, it would lu ve pai'.led 
withou t chidir.g; you was .then a. lit tle f:. Jly girl, 
tlrnt wanted fi.ac~ering ; but now fin ce you , a rc 
gmwn a fe nfi ble 1.:tcly , and a great wir-, I muft 
t ell you, tha t you are proud, and rha t iris a wrong 
tum of mind to pout fo r fucb ct tr~f!e .P Mi(s Mo,~ 
ly would indeed ha ve appeared better -b red had 1h e 
waited ri ll. you had done . O q_e mufr never inter ­
ru pt a noth er; bu t m ufl: you Jbew y0ur wa nt of 
fenfe, becauie £he has b{t trayed her want of man-

ner-s? 
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ners ?. Can any thing ~e fillier th3n to be angry 
with a perfon, who never intended to offend? Be 
perfuq.ded of it, my dear, and infl:ead of being dif­
p-leafed wit!:i yo.ur fchool-fellow, think, that, on the 
contrary, it would be happy for you to meet of­
tf:'!n with foch occafions. This, and particularly 
being thwarted, Gr comradic'ced, would accufi-om 
you t? get the better of all paffions.. This is 
difagreeable rny dear----but yet you fmi1e. 

Lady Violent. I do, and 1 cry at the fame time, 
and when I reflefr, that you begin with compli­
ments, that you may chapter me with greater 
freedom, I cannot forbear imiling at-the cunning 
way you t,Lke to thatpurpofe. You are very crafty, 
]Hrs . .Affable., and _like mama; when 1 am to take 
phyfic ihe laps it up in f.weet meats . 

.l.\1rs . A!fab,e. Where is the harm in this, my 
dear; if 1he can get you to take your phyfic, what 
matters it how it is Jap'd up? Do you cake it 
amifs, tha t I fhouid foorh you with fome flattery, 
to make you relifh t_he rnrrecl:ion better, which I 
thought you deferved? 
- Lady Violent. I am very welI contented, and at 
the fame time uneafy on this account. I am con­
temed, becau[e without that ntprimand I might 
b.ve broke int<? a pafEon; but I ;tm grieved, th at 
l am fo fi.lfy as to make fuch precautions neceffary . 
This indeed makes me quite aihamed. 
. Mrs . ./Jjju6ie. -1 hefe are mofi- excellent difpofiti­
ons. O n rhc other hand I find, that I have not 
expre!Td. myfelf at :111 properly, when I faid I be­
gan to flatter .you; it was no flattery, and fa r from 
exaggerJrion . You are fo much amended, that 
you are no longer the fa me perfon; there remains 
Hill a great work to be finiihecl, which -I take up­
on me to fay you will bring co pertection, which 

how-
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however fhall not hinder me taking all fuch mea­
fures as I fuall think proper to give you no uneafi­
nefs; good breeding and a humane difpofition 
rnake this necefiary. I ihould have the grea teil: 
fatisfaftion, if I could teach you by giving exam­
ple how you are to behave hereafter to thofe who 
:fhall depend 0f you. Your fiory fh;dl .take place 
at our next meeti11:g, and _we ihall fay fomething 
about the la ws of the Lacedemonia111; as it: is no w, 
we have .but jufr time to repeat our leifoa of geo ­
graphy. 

Lady Louifa. You have faid much of America to 
say; woul<l you be fo kind as to give us a n idea 
of that part of the world? • 

M rs. Affable: With pleafore, ladies; pray la:! y 
S enfible tell them what you know of America , 
· Lady Senjible. A merica is ca-lid t he New IVor!d 
from its having been diicovered fo late as the yea r, 
149 3. 1t is however thought the ancients had 
fame knowledge of it, and that th is vafi continent 
was called by them the Atlantic.~ ifland. Though 
Chrijlopher Columbus, a Genoifi',, was the firfr difco ­
verer, Americus Vefpuciu, has the honour of ir, and 
t:1is part of the world takes its name from him • 
..America, being fituated in three zones,, has very 
different climates. In fome there are exceffi ve 
heats, in others excetu ve cold, and other climates 
-are temperate. Ir is divided into North .and . _South 
.America. The latter is a large peninfula 3990 

· miles long, and 2820 broad . .. 
Lad.>-: Lucy. I beg pardon, madam; may it no~ 

l5e a mtfrake? ls that part of the world of fuch •a 
prodi,gious extent ? 

l\frs. Affable, No mifl:ake at all, my dear; thai: 
part of the world exceeds the three others. I re­
member to have heard, that 1\1r. Penn and lord 
Baltimore had a law~fuit concerning their lands in 

Vot . IL D thofe 
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thofe parts., and their difference was about the two 
a"nd thircieth •p2cl rt of the world. 

·Mi[s Ru,·al. Land is not fo very_confiderable there 
as ic is here. I am heirefs of an iiland in that part 
Qf which they report frrange wonders, and which 
would make me a very great lady, if I had it here . 

Lady Louifa. Well, dear, madam, as you are fo 
ford. of retireinent, why not go to yoor ifl.and ?: 
~nd, as you are fovereign there, you might exclude 
all men, and be as folitar.y as you pleafed. 

Mifs Rural. You are pleafed to banter, lady; 
but I can take a jeft. And I am glad of the occa ~ 

- fion to affo1 e you,, that I am neither a man-hater 
nor~favage; Ilovefociety, and were! fo happy 
as always to have the opportunity of fuch .co·m­
pany a~ chis, I proteft I ihould never miis the Joli~ 
tude, which engages me fo agreeably. I mufl: ac­
quaint you wich the reafons, why l am fo pleafed 
with •o·ur w0ods in the country ; the trees -are 
du·mb, and entertain me with no impertinences, 
w hereas in town X mufl: fp.end half my t ime in 
h earing n othing elfr. They are, I am told, got 
into a m ethod of drawing corwerfations ; I -a m 

- ii.ire, th'at I could br'ing inro the compais of a page, 
~H or m oH: of rhofe I have heard; they run upon 
a fcore of very foolifh things, that are repea ted a 
t houfa.nd different wa ys. 

Mrs . Affable-. ¥ ou farprife m e, rp.ifs; I am -ac­
quainted wirh. mg.it . of r~~ l_a~ies you_ vilir,_ a nd 
they are rea lly perions-of rne fir1t: rank m pornt ·of 
~meri-1:, 

jMifs -R!tr aif~ Veny hu~, fyl r-s . Ajf/Ji le ; it is a rea.1 
pleafore, when mama rakes _me wi r!1 her. to go -i1_1 

1.1, f.n.6 rfl. in,(J', ·and rake ·te'.-1. w1rh thol e ladies; rhey 
- i re the;:1 ·~donv, t heir ·con ver fatio~ dmr ms me-, 

and li:s of very grea t . fervice .for m~ im1~ rove-
1ment. The fcene is m11ch altered ·afcer d10; 1er. 

T.heie 
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Thefe very fenfible .Jauies are forced to admit 

mhers not much fo, and t0 talk of all the imperti­
nences, that fiuff the .poor heads of the ladie~ rhe ii 
vifirers. 

Mrs. Affable. I efteem them the more for it. It 
fuews great good fenfe to_ 'conceal it in fuch com­
pany, and to 1keep the converfation .within their 
reach. 

Mi[s Rural. Oh! I both admire and efieem 
them ; but I could not be ple~fed with an occafi.on 
of following their example. I fin·d life is too fhorc 
to lofe rime, and to fuffer this confiraint. There 
are choufands of perfons, to whom chefe tatlers 
may communicate at leifure · all the fiddle-faddJe 
they wifu; ic is not nece:ffary I fhould increaie the 
n·umber; who knows but at laf1: I may become as 
filly ·as an.y of thofe women? 

l\1rs. 1ffab!e. That is, you thir1k, you can do 
.very well by ;yourfelf, and don't intend to he ·put 
oui of your way for any one. Thar is Bot rea­
fonable, my dear; focicty cannot fubfifl: without 
a mutual facrifice of our inclinations; if you 
foould continue in this wa.y of thinking, I muft 
difpa tch you to your ifland. . 

Mifs Rural. H ear me out, I beg, Mrs. Affahlu, 
,I am quire willing to be under confhaint for )n y 
friends. I promiie, wh en there fhall be an occa~ 
fion, to fubmir to the fame for others., but it wil1 
be againfi: my wiJI, and at the fame frme I an) 
re~olved as far as it is confifl:ent with ·good man ­
ners and ci vilicy, to _keep out of fuch occafions,. 
Are you fatisfied now, Mrs. Ajfahle_? · 

Mrs. Affahle, Yes, my dear, or very near the 
matter; to li quite fo, I would have you pleafed 
and happy even in thofe things, which you cannot 
avoid dorng. That will come in time. Let us 
trip back to America . 

Dz Lady 
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Lady S-enjible. South America is divided into fe­
ven parts, viz. Peru, Paraguay, Chili, 'Terra Ma- ' 
gellanica, the Land of the Amazons, <Jerra Firma, and 
Brazil. 
·. Peru is the richeft country in die world; and be­
longs to the king of Spain. lt was difcovered -
by Francis Pizarro. Lima is the_ capital of Peru. 
Though there are few rivers, the country is fruit­
ful. There is a great chain of mountains, called 
Cordilleras, and they are of a prodigious height: 
This part of the world has at once the four feafons 
of the year. Near the fea it is fmothering hot. 
After this by an eaf y afrem you walk up a 
mountain of a great length, which brings you 
to a plain, where the city of !0}ito is built• 
Spring and autumn, fruits and flowers, and wea­
ther, that is neither hot nor cold, continue the 
whole year in this pl_ain, which is raifed far abov~ 
our higheft mountains. This plain is termir;at­
ed by the -Cordilleras, on the top of which it is 
fo intenfely cold as to endanger one's life. 

Lady Lucy. Is it poffible, .l\1rs. Affable? Peru 
fiands i.n the torrid zone, and thof e mountains, 
that rife fo high, ·are much nearer the fun, than 
the fea~ihore. How can the cdld be fo inrenfe? 

Mrs. Affable. Some Y1rtuojihave concluded from 
this, that the fon was not hot. This ihall be 
fpoken of fom.e other time. To morrow, ladies, we 
go into the country, . and ihall not be hack rill 
1" hurfda)', nor then time enough for the 1effon, fo 
that I !hall not have the plcafore, of feeing you. 
in. ~be morning. 

DI A-
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Mrs.AFFABLE. 

LET us- begin with our fiories. Lady Charlott!, 
give us that which y::m have Je.arnr. . 

Lady C~atlotre Al! the prodigies, which God 
wrought lfl rt~e fight of the ljraelites and chei_r 
king, proving inetfeaual to bring chem off from 
the wor1hip of i<lols; he would not bear with 
them any longer. The king of Juda adored Baal; 
a.s well as the king of ljrael; he ha<l married a 
daughter of Jezebel; and as the whole family was 
abandoned to wickedneis and idolatry, this im­
pious woman brought her hufband to facrifice 
to her falfe gods. At laft came the hour, defign..-­
ed by the Lord, to put in execution the threats 
he had denounced to Ahab. Ir happened ehus .. 
The king of Syria fell lick, and fent a (ervant to 
Elr/ha, co know whether he fhould recover of his 

-diforder. The fervant (bis name wa::; flazael) 
asked of the prophet,. whether his rnafter's difeaie 
was mortal. No, fays he, . hut he will fa rely die .. 
Haza el perceived,. that the prophet looked ileadiJ j 
at him and wept; he inquired of him why h~ 
.wept, Becauje, Eli/ha an[ wered, I know the e'Vils 
tbou rr..vi/1 do u,ito the children ~f lfrael, when thOlf 
ihalt be king of Syria ; they. wiI-1 never find a 
greater enemy. Hazael left the prophet, and foon 
after· !mothered his mafter in bed, and being re·­
c.ognized king of Syria, declared war to the l;rae­
lites. The king of Juda came to fuc.cour his bro;­
ther-in•law the king· of l},;ael, upon which E/1/ha 

D 3 font 
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fent one of the child~en of the p_rophers · go fpeem <rily, fa.id he, to anmnt Jehu krna of 'lji-ael;. for him th e lord hath chofen to acco~plifh and exe~ cute hi'.. thr€ats to //tab, and he ibaJI call Jezt­
b, I rn an' account of the blood fhe has caufrd co be 1hed. The young prophet took a vial of oiJ, and performed his commiHion. Jehu's companions being informed, that he had been anointed king, proclaimed and followed him. With thefe atten­dams J eb-11 m.et the kings of Juda and 1/rael, who w ere borh t1ain. \Vhen Jel.u returned to the city, ·J ,z.elnf, who had put on paint, and dreffed her b€ad, appeareJ. at the window., and loaded him ,vith reproacb_es.; he cried out, is there no one a~ove, chat is 1viUing to take my fide? her fer­. van rs made anf wer, that be was free to command, and they ready to obey. If fo, faid Jehu, throw -that woman out of the window. This was done inlranrly, ' and the blood of that unhappy and w.icked woman was JprinkJed on the wall, and on ·the hades, and he trod her under foot. The next d,ay the king ordered the body to be interred, ,but n o more was found of her than the skuJl and the feet, and the palms of her hands, tbe dogs. h aving devoured the body. J cl:u foon after~ or­dered all that remained of the houfe of Ahab to b e deHroyed ; then he declared in public his defign -to fac rifice unr;o Baal, and fumrnoned aJI the -prophets of that falfe deity to meet. All, not one excepted, appeared upon the fommom, and Jeh11.. put them all to dfatb. 
The n€w kingt who had put an end to the­wo,rll1ip of Baal, was not more faithful in th.c ._iervice due to God, than his pr-edeceifo.rs, and kept up the golden calves, that had been cafl: by J er:o.bo.an, to be worihipped by the ljraelites. 

l\frs .. 
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Mrs . .Affable. This paffage of the facred hjftory 

furnit'b es us an admirable 1 fion. \,Vbar was the 

caule of the king at Juda's misfortune? His alli­

ance with the daughter of J f Z ehel; as wicked a \\'O­

man a~ her morher. A young lad y , to whom a 
match is propofed, examines with ca re the ap­

pearance of tbe pcrfon, that is offered as a fu ito r. 

She m :1 y perhap'I carry her artention fo far, as to 

take fame information about bis tem pe r. She is 

content, when foe hears, t hat he is a chearful pcr­

fon, loves diverfions, and fe es a great dea l of com­

pany. l\tf ean while the parents are bufy in inquir­

ing after the eft:ate of the perfon, w!10 propofes to 

have their daughter; if he is rich, that is forI).e 

and all; it muPc lie a very geed match. But rhe 

young gentleman is of a family, that has no re­

gard to any religion, an:l has in great probability 

taken in with his milk the principles of bis parents; 

. he is a worthy gentlt>ma11 they fay; r,y a man 9f 
worth,- they only mean -a p~rfon, that- is not fub­

ject. t'?G your coarfe unpolite vices. Ho,w many 

you ng ladies contrnB:ed to foch gentlemen have loo 
figbt 6£ the principles of religion, t h~t they were ' 

· brought u.p with, and have at Jaft been ruined? 

Avoid the danger, ladies , aod take this for a cet­

rain rule, that a man with out religion cann0t be 

a man 0f worth, a11d is fore to make you ve_r:y 

unhappy. 
Lady Louifa. I_ allure you, 1\frs. Affable, ~hat I 

• am acquainted wit)1 foveral gentlemen, that have 

no ' religion ,at all, and yet are perfons of gr~c 

worth and honour. 
Mrs . .A_(fable. They m:w feem fuch., my dear, 

but are not really fo, or are in immediate dang~r 

of departing from worth a,.nd honour. Religion is 

· the only means by which wear~ fuppliyd wi-th mo­

• tives to O\'ercome 01l.r p.rev~iJing pufiions; wirho_ut 
D 4 reij-
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religion \:e· ihall _be ~efE_tute of neceffa.ry helps to 
fh'._n_d agarnfi. our mclrnauons. Philofoph y is her.e 
()f- httle ferv1ce. If ·we get our leffon done in 
time, lady Se"fib!e wi11 rnterrain you with a fiory o-ut 
of the ..lldventrirer,, and which is very pr0per to 
bMk what I have faid. Your fiory, miis Mo/6·. 

Miis M~/9·. Atba~ia was the daughter of J, z.ehel, 
that marrn:d the king of }11da. As focn as fhe 
received ~he news of her hdband's death, fhe made 
away with all die p1:inc-es of the r,oyal l::lood with­
cue any exception even of the grandchiJdrer, out 
of the -defire ibe had of reignino alone. Eut a 
:fifl-cr of the- fate king found mean~ to fa. ve one of 

· them in the Gradle, and CO.JJcealed him with hiis 
nude in an apartment wirhin th_e pr.ecinch, or rhe­
<lependance of the temple, where he was brought 
l:lp rill he ,;,.·as feven years of age . The high priefl: 
having affemb-led fame tr.oops, made young J, ho• 
Pjh (it was the young. pnnce·s name) be crowned 
at· the expiration of the feven years. £thalia fur­
prized with die naife and accla.marion of the priefrs 
came to the temple~ and was fl-ruck with horror, 
when fhe· faw Jeboajh on the throne. The high 
priefi did not allow her time to vent her rage, but­
ordered her to be taken out of the remvle, and 1,llt 
to the f word. Jthoajh being but [even years old, 
when he cegan his reign, ferved the lord faithfully, 

.. whilft the high prieft lived, and followed his ad­
vice. He loft ('and- it was a great misfortune). 
this faithful friend, . and putting his confidence in 
a. fot of H:uterers, he 1:-ec;ame fo wicked, that he 
ordered the fon of the high prieft,who had pre1erv­
cd his life, and had been a fecond father to him to 

· be killed. His foccefioFs inherited his crimes; yet 
fome ferved·the lord, but not like David._ for they. 
let rh-e groves, confecraced to fal[e deities on the 
mountains, fl-and, and fuffered the people to ofTur 

incenfo 
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incenfe there. · The lfraelites, like their kings, con­
tinued idolaters, and-God, to punifh their blindnefs:o 
delivered them _up to tne kings of Affiria, who 
carried them off to their dominion,. where they re­
mained a fang time in bondage . . 

A1ifs Sophy. 0 d~ar ( how forry am I to hear 
this fad account of J cho.yh. l\lfonfieur Racine has 
~ade a tragedy, where he appeared· fo go'?d , that 
I loved him to excefs. How could a prince, fo 
well brought up, and who had fo charinihg a cha­
racl:er, come to be fo wicked, and fo ungrateful ? 

· Mrs. Alfahle. Flattery is the bane of virtue, 
t t1o ugh fee_mingly el.tablifhed on a folid foundation; 
it is pefiiferous; children, and if once your ea rs 
are open to the deceitful difrourfe of flatterers; you 
nJay be led into all forts of guilt .•... Lady Pio­

lent you had a mini to tell us a 1iftle frory. You 
are at liberty to do it now . 
. Lady Violent. About" two years ago, Mrs. Alfa­

hie toB me very ferioufly, fhe was going to write a 
pretty frory for me; at the top of the paper fhe fer · 
<l:own by way of title, A cu,"P far the colic. This 
was only to raifo m'y curiofay to · read the ftory; 
for at that time I did not at a ll' like the French 
language. She fucceeded in her defign; and I 
was much plea.feel with the· fiory. l am about co: 
repeat. . . . ·. ' 

. When Alc•xander the great was i·n the Indies ,- he· 
found a feEr of phifoirJphers calle<l B~arman1. Ca­
l~11u .r , one of thefo philofoph.ers, · begged leave' 
to foilow him, and having obtai.ried·ir, accompa­
~ied him in his expeditions. Calam11 was· of a great'· 
age, and. had never been under any diforder. Some­
time after he was feized with a violent fit df the· 
colic; as he had not l\ee:11 ;accufiomed to fofFer·;. 
tl1is made him exceffively impatient. When the 
fit. was p.affed1-. he waited on Al~~wmdcr, and -re-

- · · · D ·J : · · '" · · · · 'quefte_d,. i 
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quefied bis permiilion to· be burnt. The monarch 
-thought he was out of his fenfes, and would nor 
hearken to his propofal. Calanu, was not dif­
courag_ed with th.e refufal; what have I done 
to .your mafefty,. faid he, that fhould move you 
to rej_ecr my petition ? I am old, and find 
t"hat [ c-an expect nothing but ailments and dif­
o-rderS, The horrible fit 1 fuffered yefterda y is 
now paft indeed;, but will foor,i return wirh a cough,, 
-r~e gravel, a want of appetite and ~efl:Ieis nigh cs; 
g.1ve me· leave to prevent all thefe evils, and do not 
condemn- me to lead a rniferab1e lingeripg life,. 
which at beft can be only e11:eemed a tedious tor~ 
ment. Alexander, who was not more in his fenfes,, 
than th~ phi lofopher, yiel~ed to this fine argument,: 
gave leave-co Calanu1 to make an eJJ.d of"himfe1f by 
:fire, as he propofed, _and grnnted a (archer. favour, 
whicl1 the .phiJofopher fued for, to make a grand 
entertainment for fo!emnizing his obfequies. Ca ­
lanu1,. highly plea.fed, ordered the funeral pile to be 
e"reB-ed., he fairl h1mfelf down as calmly as he 
would have done in a gaod bed, and let himfe]f be 
burnt w--ithout making rhe leafi: motion , The en­
tenainment char followed was quite agreeable to· 
-rhe occafion; and m r. ny dranl· fo excefii1 ely, that 
th ~" foon overtock the philofiper in another 
w1.r!d. 

NO\':; ladies, is not this a ch~rming receipt for 
th~ colic ? 

. Mils 'Fri:r1olou.r. I am the doS:or and h"is pre­
furprion's mofi: humble fervant, but I do not 
~hin·k the fancy \vill ever take me to try his 
'.{emedy; no, I have not fo much c;_ourage as Ca-
ianus. ' 

Mrs- Affable. "\Vhat do you C:3.11 courage, my 
. ..d ~ar? I affu re you, that none but cowards def1:roy 
jh;emJeJY!i;S~ The so~1\cl£C0US perfon ~ea-rs _fie~-

• DW 
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nefs and lo!fes ; only faint hearts, I repeat it 
·are overcome by pain. 

Lady Louif:i. You are in the right, J\{rs. A.ffa6le; 

I am convinced now, but I own, that I was mif­
taken; before, I always took the killing of one's 
(elf to be a fin, but not an aft of cowardice. 

IV1ils Zi,ta , \"le have a book at home, called the 
Perji.,m Letters. 'Tis faid to be written by a great 
man, and he maintains it to behwfol. He fays, 
that life is a gift of the creator, which he obliges 
'Us to preferve !10 longer than it fha11 be agreeable 
to us; and that if a man was pafl: all poiiibifo:y of 
ever being extricated from evils, in which he-finds 
himfelf engaged, God could not without cruelty 
require him to keep a preienr, wbicb has proved fo 
difa.frrous to him. Son:ierhing interiorly tells me, 
that I mufl: not yield to this argument, uut really 
'tis wh~it I cannot anf wer -i,. -

1\1rs. Affah.1e. As you have not yet been accuf­
-tomed to examine principles, upon which ar-1u­
I)i.enrs are grounded, give 1.,i.d y S~nji!J!e leave to dif­
cufi the propofition ad-var-.ccd by this g~nclcma.n_. 
This was the famous monfi:cur de ll1&nr,jquiru ; he. 
heartily repented, the 1afr years of his life, his hav·­
i,ng b,een the author of that work, and died tke-a- ' 
good chrifrian. 
· Lady Se r1Jible Life it a prejent from the creator., 

rJJhich he t;b/iges, UJ ,to pr~ferve n_o lo1;ger than it foal/ 6.o 

a:greeah!e to u,s. I am p~rfoa<led, Mrs. Ajfablt, that 
·the aurhc)r woulu hcwe fpok.e better if inftead of 
agreeable he had fajd ad vantageous. The prop0fition 
wouJd tht':J: have b~en true: He adds, that _Go.1, 

• Sarne may frnd. fau_lt wioh· my in(ertin_g this hrre, Ilc-t t 1:e 
converfation is a re.al facr. A lad y. of great penetrarion made 

ufe of the terms, which I have copied above faithfully. Tl,1e 

anfwer was given l:>1 a youns la<ly of twelve ye...rs of ~r,e; Mifg 
1/hlli,bbPufen, 
. "' 
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rwithr,ut being c.ruel, co~ld not require. of man lo hep:«­
prefent, rwhich had proved fa fatal to him. After this he ex:elains what th.is fatal or. difajlrous prejent is; a life, he fays,. rwhere a manjhould labour uuder al!forts.o.f 1vil 'VJitbout a roJlibility_ of relief. Here the argument refrs upon a . fa lie fu_epofition. There is no evils, which exclude all poffibilit.y of relief; .confequently there is no iirnation that can make life an unhafpy f r-e/ent from the creator;, whence there is no firuation,. wherein, man can be allowed .to put an end to that life, . which it is his ad vant,,. age to preferve, becanfe God .cont.inues it. to him, .. and which befides, it. is very certain, God would take away, if not.advantageous to him. 

Mifs Zi na I admire Jady Senjible's examen of. this P.ropoiirion, and her manner. of ihewing that it is falie . . Bur, l\1.rs. Affable, if- there were per­fons, ,vho maintained, that a man under the 1o£s .of his fortune, . health, reputation and friends was :unhappy. bey.and recovery, what anfwer would~ :fhe make . 
. . Mrs. Affable. This fhall be difcuffed in our phi-­fofophical Jeffon. As we fReak of happinefs, i_t is e!lential an::l necdTo.ry to difcover ,vhat is. the caufe of unhappinefi,, . which · is its contrary. I muil: ·kerp my word with thefe ladies, and we muft talk . ov.er _the 1aw:.s of St..arta •. · Lac1y "flVitty, , tell what ;you know of them. . , . Lady "f//7itty. J. mufl firl1 tell the ladies, who Lr · curgu,s was, that made thoie laws. He was in my 

'. opinion a well-meaning man, very d.eiirous of pracr:ifiAg virtue, and recommending virtuous p-ac.,-tices to others, but had never examined well, .:whel'cin. virtue confified .. · Fo-r want. of thi s he -was ·quire wrong ·in, his method, 0£ g.overning the Spar/am,.. ; 
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Mr-s . .Aif"hle. Very foon faid, my dear! You 
nave nothing, to do now but to prov~ this. _ 

Lady Witty. 1 will do it with pleafure, Mrs-. 
Affe-ble. l will give thefe ladies a plain account, 
fi.rfr of the fl:eps he took. to ha.ve his . .Ja ws :received, 
and after that I will refer the matter to their judg,-
menr-. . 

Lrcurgus was brotl-ier to a· l<ing of · Sparta, who · 
died- with.out. i!Iue, but left his qµeen with child. 
The Sp,artizn1 offered the crown. to L)'Curgus. Here 
fodeed he behaved lilc:e a . maf.l of'honour . I :.im, 
faid he in anfw-er to this propofaJ, greatly obliged 
to you. for this proof of your g_ood will; but if the 
queen chance to be delivere i of a fan, you are very 
ferdiGle the crown will- be his righ.t· and not mine~ 
Lj,curguh filter-in-law was a very bad woman, and 
v.-ery defirous to continue queen of Sparta ; if you. 
will marry me, . ihe faid to Lycurgus., I will defi:roy 
the child, and you fhall be king.in your own right.. 
If Lycu1·gus had net curbed. his paffi9n.,_ he would 
certainly have puniihed. this unnatural mother; 
hut as the 'rife of the child continued in her power; 
11e pretended. that he was very willing to accept 
cf this match, and that he had ways and means 
to make a way with the chi.Id, after he was born. 
As foon- as the q,µeen . was delivered, it proved a 
fon ; Lycurgu1- took the child from the mother> had 
him. recognized king; of Sparta, . and confented . to· 
take the regency ·into his hands, till his nephew 
_came to age- to reigA bi himfelf, a-!)d · feized this -­
cpportunity to· change the Spartan- Jaws. 
· Here, as, .in effect, there is every. w.here elfe,.was 
a great number of .poor, and fome few rich. Ly­
iu ,·gus thought this unjufl:, and .was of opinion, tha-t 
_2. ll the people in -the fame country ihould be equal: 
,Convinced as he was, that this eq~alii:y was . but, 
jj.ifr a.nd eq:-iitable;_. he got tog_ether a good · mim~ 

. bet·-
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ber of foldiers, and acquainted thofe who had grea:t po.Jfeffions, that they muft abfo1ute1y allow a !hare ·of them to thofe who had none, and that he would ·not fu:ffer any one to be rnafter of more land than another. Well, lad-ies, what do you think of this­·proceeding ? 

l\1i[s Molly. ~hin.k? that he. Wq.S ver_y charitable to make a provdion for all the f;?ODI;. 
· l\1i[s Bella. Bu~, my deaf frie_nd, pray confider,. ~hat thrs charity was at other's expen,ce, and that this can't be aHav,;cd. What w ould you tbink, ·1ny dear, if I took a knife and faid, mif~ l'vlolly, ·1 '11 cut your throat, if you ·crrn1't deli'{er your mo­·ney. ·Here are poor,that are not worth a farthing; that is not jufl-, you mufr divide your money win ·them, and only keep your eq_uaJ fhare? · M-ifs Mo!(!•. lndeed, macta'm, 1 ·fhould think you ·a robber; that you might give your own as you pleafed, becaufe it is your own ; r'l1a_t mine did not belong to. you; that it was a!1 injuftice to com­pel me to fhare it i.i: th a~ manner. V✓hy cEd not he do like Mrs. Affable? I bad three guineas, and to be fore was very fond of them; till Mrs. Alfa-' ble made me afhame~ of this cove~oufoefs, upon which I difrribute~ the m_oney ve_ry freely among the poor. Lyrurgw ihould have endeavoured to bring the Spa,:tdns by good reafons to divide their fands, but ought n')t to_ oblige th_em to it by fo.rce. ' 

Mrs . ./fffahle. Alas r poor L_rcurg111_ is condemn­ed without hopes of a reprieve. I really think, ladies,. as w ell as you do, th~t this was a wrong fl:ep. · The law of nature is the fir~ of laws; it forbids taking what belongs w another; aJ?d this. law it is never 1a wfol to br:eak thrnugh. Ly­
~1111;10'~ ~~Y'?i+r~!e obie_4 yV~§ ~~a~ equnli.ry, 

1
and. lh1e · - · - poug C :i.. -

-
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thought he 111ight be indulged in every thing, 

provided chat all the Spartans were rich alike. 

Lady Charlotte. Had I been there I would have 

come even with him ; he might have taken m Y: 
lands; but fhould have mi!Ied of my gold,filver,and 

jewels. I would have buried them in che ground fir{l. 
]\!{rs • .Ajfah'e. You would only have come even 

-with yourJelf, my dear, for he found means to 

make gold and frlver quite ufdefs. 
Lady Charlotte. How fo 1 Mrs. Affable? 

Lady Mary. Give me leave to account for it,, 
Mrs . ./:(ffahle; for I have read it chis winter~ 

You know, ladies, that you cannot be fed nor 

cloathed with gold or filver; money is only ufe­

ful to purchaie th~ neceflaries of life. L) curgus 

forbad under pain of life felling any one thing fot 
gold or filver. Thofe, who had laid their moqey 

~y. were a good deal dif~ppointed,. and loohd very 

filly, as they did not ,know what co do with wh~c 
they had kept fo carefully. ~ y, ur?;uJ, i-nfien.d of 

the common money current before, made iron­

money, and difhibmed it equalJy co every family •. 

q-his made every o ne equally rich, ha ving an equal 

lhare of land, and the fame quantity of.money. 

Mils Frivolous. That might ferve for a time; 

there was tfaen a perfecl: equality, but this coul~ 

n ot la H: long. No doubt but there were at Spart~ 

fome who had a better appetir~ t~an others, 1-<.1_me 
who defired to be better di:efied. Theie muft ffend 

their money fooner, which muil: ipeedily hay~· 

ended in numbers of poor. . 

Lady fVitty. LJ'Curgus was aware of the fame dif~ 

:fi culty, and had provided againfi: it in this m an:~ 

ner; no one eat at ho_rne. He. erected great 

-halls, where fifteen families could conven ie1 tly 
·~ efs togecher. A,.11 found their refpeB:ive fhares 

yf wine, oil1 flour, and meat, - fq tha.t no on~ 
. , - -· - .. c;o..il~ 
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e·ould lay out more than his neighbour, and jf' 
one did not eat hea-rtily, he was called a glutton, 
and accufod of eating at hi-5 own houfe, before he 
<tame', which- was a great: reproach-. 
. Mifs SophJ•·· Who paid the cbok} and the other 
fervants? 

Lady Witty,. Ther,e were no·• ferva-nts at Sparta, 
fa.dies. What fervants we have only wait upon, 
us, becaufe they hav-e no orhe,r, way to fobfifi;1 but where every particular was found in a11 ne­
t:dfaries, you may eauly jmlge,.. drnt they. would. 
neither be fervanc.s nor work ,nen. AJJ forts of 
work was done by their · prifoners of war, who 
were flave~, an::!. befides them there was many 0£ 
the IJotes, a people of the territory of Sparta, ufed 
as Daves, which gave the others the name of L'otesi 

Miis Rural. A frrange fort of a country ! I al -­
ways wars told., that the Spartans were temperate, . 
~ilinterefl:ed, an-d virtuous_, hut far from being fucb, they ,vere not at liberty to· be otherwjfe. 
To be temperate , it is my opinion, I ought to 
have Ji berry to chufe between a plentiful and mo­
derate meal; he is temperate, w-ho prefer,s the lat-

. ter to the· f9rmer. , 
·. Mrs .-Affable. You judge· quite r-ighr, my dear.­
To be virtuous we mufi: be at- liberty to do th·e 
contrary, ancl for.bear the ufe of that lib.erty ; but 
I find fomechin:g . fiill more fhocking in the laws 
of LycurguJ; and this was. the diforderJy Jove of 
their qmncry infpired by thofe laws. Their coun­!fY was the idol, to which d1ey muf1 be ev-er rea. 
ify to facritice fair dealing, credit, humanity, and all other virtues. Others becnme wicked, becauf~ :rhey .give themfelves up to pafiions, arifing, it is nue, from a fal[e interef1, but very preffing and 
cogent. . Tl1e Sp,artans were unj~fi a,ud cruel by p~inciple~ .. _ . --- -
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~ady Louifa. But, Mrs. A.ffab/e, I mu!l-, wi~h 
your leave, affure you, that 1 know very learned., 

and a!- virmous perfons, who differ from you in 
opinion. They lo.ok upon L) mrg1ti's laws as a 
ma!ler-piece, and the Laced, mr,n ;anJ as the greate.fl: 

nation in the world . . Ha ve not you conceived 

fome _ prejudice againfi them ? 
Mrs. /J.ffuble. I mufi fay, as l~dy Witty has done . 

I will give you my reafons for my \vay of think­

ing, and fobrnit them to your dcciJion. But pr~­

. vioufly I muft acquaint you, that things may be 

· under11ood as phyficaJJy or morally fie for the -

end propofed. 
Lady luq. I beg you will explain this, Mr..s. 

Ajfa-ble, for it is above my underJlanding. . 

· Mrs . Affable. The end propoie<l may be very 

honorable,. and ought to be kept in view by the 

_· ]egiflator; but the m ~ans employed for the fame 

end may be rli:fferent in nllture, though conduciye 

to the fame effefr. Confidered under this light 
they may apf~r proper means, and fuited to the 

lawgiver's intention, by which he may arrive 

at the end propofed. The different means may 

· be thought natural/;· proper, inafmuch as they na­

rally caufe the fame effeB:. To make an odd 

fuppofition, howev~r not mor,e inconfifient, tha,n 

fome of the Spartan laws,. and which may ·be of 

fervice to demonfl:rate that i-nconfifle.0cy, put tl-te 
, eafe of a perfon fuffering under a violent fever ; 

and that another to reli eve him f r,om his aB­

guifh, difpatches him by immediate death, whic;h 

puts an end to his diforder, as well as to bis life. 
Taking away his life has a connexion with th:e 

end of the fever, as a c:rnfe, ~ml may be cal• 

led a natural caufe to ir; and natv.ral/y produfrive 

0f that effefr, but as murther cannot by an_y 

means be reconciled t.o the known and recei.v~d 
pnnCL•· 

, 
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principJesofhumanity and morality, notwit.hfhnd­ir.g_ it naturally caufes the faid effec'r, it is morally unht, and confequently criminal. And hence we · muft only kee? in view the moral fitnefs refting on · moral principles, as a folid foundation, and the true · hafis- of well efi.ablifhed goverments. Lady Lucy. Excufe my want of capacity, ~1rs . .Affable; I take :'our meaning perfectly with re• gard to natural and m9ral fi.rneis, but am frill at a lo1) what relation they. have to b_,cur6 u/s Jaws. Mrs. Affable. It may be my fault in not being clearer; I will endeavour to th.row more light up~ on this foqje:&. ~:Ut pray, teJl me, what did • Lycurgus intend by the lay.,s he gave to the Spar• tanJ? 

Lady luq. To form a warlike nation, that · fhoLi..ld be invincible, and add nothing to their do­miAions by conqueit; that is, to_ eitabl_ifh a com­, monwealtb, chat ihuuld always continue the fame · wit:hout increafe or decreafe. . 
I Mrs. Affable. A_nd what were die means he : ufod to. fucceed in this proje& ? lady. lwy. He endeavoured-in general to infpi1:e the people with the grea_tefr love of their coumry, and taught them, as an diential point of their duty, that they muit facrifice whatever was moft · dear-'to them, their parents, their children, and their lives to the ad vantage of their country. Lady-Louifa 1 have been informed, that this poim o(dmy is fiill in force every-where, fo, t~iat Lycurgu1 was not fo much to blame. But I dunk we were told betides, that virtue was to be facri~ ficed co the imereft of the country. Mrs. Affable. Y~u are in the right, madam, and I undertake to prove it. Lycurgw to render Sparta · invincible would have all the Lacedemonians to be complete foldicr.s , To. this end it.is neceHary to 

have 
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'have a {l:rong and· robuft hody; J:Jot to fear fa. 
tigues or pain, or even <leach. He mainrained, 
that rhefo qualities were to take place of every 
orh er, and that nothing was to be fpared for ac­
quiring thefe accomplifhmenrs. The parents iJJ 

·confoquence of this fcheme were only to wifh for 
chil<lren, which they could bring up to be fol­
d:iers. When a child was born weak and deform­
ed, he could never, faid they, be a foldier, he can 
be of no iervice co his country, who only wants 
foldiers. As we are not co regard any thing, tba.t 
is not bene.fkial to Sparta we m.uit not have any 
affection for th.is mifhapen creature; he mufl: be 
facri.fice<l to tL1e intereil: a.{ the nation. This un,­
fer viceable ch_ild would 1i ve at the public charge, 
arui eat as much as would bring up and maintain 
anotlrnr able to bear arms. By this fo:1gular me­
thod 0f reafo.Aing, a weak and disfigured child was 
killed, nGt t-0 be a bui:then; and from a prin­
.c-ipJ.e gf obedi~nce to the }~ ws of Lycurgus they. 
bica-me c-ruel, inhuma~, unjufi:, and tranfgreffed 
th@ laws of natur~. Now you rn;1derihnd me. 
· La_dy Lucy. Y€!-, Mrs. Affa-b!e, th.is iaw was nacu .. 
rally adapted to keep only fuch as were proper to 
he foldier.s, but w.as morally unfit; as contmry to 

· the 1a ws of natur.e. 
Lady Senji/Jle. Mrs. Ajfahle will think me ex-­

'tremely bold; the bw in my ~::nind is neither na-
-turall y or mor~Jl y fit for the eind pro po fed. Why­
~i<l L_ycurgus clelig:n to form a nation of fol~iers ? 
-That Sparta ihouJ.d be invincible; but- one fhould 
think, that heads are more neceffary for this pur­
pofe, than ftr~ngrh of "bo::y. What advantage . 
could they obtain fr')m robufl: able bodied nien. 
without wife heads to command chem? The 
firengrh of body is not fo neceffary for g~nerals;. 
a bray.e and courageous foul m,ay be placed in a. 

feebl~ 
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feeble body; among the children they deil-royed 
mariy of them might have turned out good officer~, 
who were by this barbarity lo!l to their country·. It was happy for the -Lacedemoniam, that this crne.I 
law was not obf~rved by the father of Agejilaus. 
He was king of Spar--ta, and paid a forfeit for ha v­
ing marri,.::d. a little woman; his fon Agplaus was 
very lirtle an-cl la :ne, but this child born lame and 
doo·med to death by the -Jaws ofhiscountry,be­
came a mofi: famous commander, and the grear:"­
efl: king of Sparta. Perhaps many an Agtfilaus h:i.s 
been barbaroufl y killed in the cradk, and the 
commonwealth has been deprived of great and 
able perfons to the grc::ac difadvantage of the 
fiate. 

Mrs. Ajfahle. 'Tis an exceJJent remark, my dear. 
betides that, as J\1r. Ro/fin obferves in his hiflory:,. it happens generally, that a: child who was very 

"weak at his 'birth grnws up to be robufi:. 
Lady Sen.fible. I beg I may be allowed to fhew, 

that all the - bad aB:ions af the Lacrdemonians ar\! 
originally owing- to this law of Lycurgus. Give ear, 
ladies, to a moil: di;-eadful account, that will prove 
what I fay. 
, The llotu were1 as you know, treated as fla ves at 
Spa~ta; they \Vere very numerous, for, as it was 
-0bferved 'before·, the La.cedemrmians followed no 
profeffion nor craft. They .v.rere J:Jeither butchers 
nor tailors, nor bricklayers. They oHly rn~nded 
the military ; rhc ref!: was left no their ila ves. A 
war fell our, wherein the Lacedemonians were in 
want of troops on account of the fuperiori cy 0f their enemies. They made their fla ves in.~ 
to foldiers, and· promiied co give th.e!r freedom. 
to tl10ie, who ihould diftinguifh their hra very by 
fome gallant aB:ion. The fituation of the 1/otrs in Sparta wa~ very miferable; and their deli re_ of 

· free-
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freedom from their heavy bondage, put them up­
en making the greatefi efforts to ferve the pub­
lic. The war being brought to an end, all the 
flaves, who had performed fome extraordinary ex­
ploit, were fummoned to appear before the ma­
gifirates, that their names, with their military 
atchiev~ments, might be regifrered, and they re­
warded. ~everal rhoufands appeared, who had 
w ell deferved their free~om. Can you doubt of 
their being made free? Far from ir, ladies! The 
Spartans reafoned thus upon the point. • 

Thefe men, who h'ave behaved wit-h fo much 
bravery, have noble minds, and too great, not to 

leave the commonwealth room to apprehend, that 
their courage may prove fatal to Spa, ta. They 
will certain)y fome time remember the bad ufage 
t hey have foun1 a_mong us, and · it is poflible 
they ri1ay defire to take their revenge. T he inter­
·eft of Sparta make-s it nec;;:: ffa ry they fhouJd be 
defl:royed .· But what is their crime) Pray, where 
is the guilt of the children, that come weak and 
defonn ed in the world? V-./ e fa crifice our children, 
t hat ought to be dearer to us, from pa triot princi­
ples ; what reafon can make us fear facrifi.c ing up­
on the fame moti ves fla ves, \-'vho arc of fo little 
.concern to us. In effect, lad ies, th efe unhappy 
-wretches were all de(hoyed, whole onl y ~rime 
.was too mucl1 merit ,for perfon s in th eir {b.t ion. 

l.ady Loui(a. There is an end of it! I ba ve 
:done with lycu1gus, and bis Laced,monians; th ey 
-a 1e bea rs, they are' rygers, or rath er monfiers 
beyond comparifon.; fo r th e fierce ll anir:~als 
don't hur~ their own fpecies, and love thei_r young 
ones. 
- Lady Violent. I have another infiance, which is 
not mu ch to their credit. A commander of rheit s 
foil.Cd the city of Thebes, d1-0ugh the 'I hebqns and 

Spar~ 
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tam were in fol-I peace. The_ for-mer comph'ined 0f the injury; the Spartans cofldemned the .proceed­ing; d1e ·commander was iined -in a certain fum ; -hut that w•as al-]; -the Spartmts kept poileffion of V.hel:,es again!} ~ll right and juftice. 
· l\,fi[s Be(la. ] uJl: as if I had a thief bro"Qght be­fore a judge for fiealing my watch, afld he ihould: condemn him to be hanged, and put my watch in• 'toj his own f>Ocket. 

Mr:s, Affable. -ExaEl:-ly- •right, and ·an excellent -comparifon. Much more might be faid of the La­c"edemvn-ians. I beg, ladres, .you will read in your abridgment bf uryi verfal hifiory, and after that in rnonfieur Rollin what relates to t-hem; then you fhall each of "you teJl me the remarks you have made. At preient lady Senji6le will go on in her account of -Amerfca. _ 
Lady Senjible. We have faid, that South-America is divided into feven parts; and have fpoken of ,Peru, the firll. The iecond -is Paraguay, alfo call­ed Rio de la Plata, from a large river into which many othern fall. Rio de la Plata fignifies the Jil­cver-river, from the gr-eat quantity of -that metal found in it by the Spa11iard1. This country is fubjell for tbe mof'c part to the king of Spain near­~r the fea and the rivers-; . farrher from ·land, and w'here the Spaniards have no fett1em ents, the inha-1,itants are reported to be of a g~gantic fize, and canibaJs, tha't is, man7eaters. The air is tem.pe• 

perate and ~ealchy,. and provided plenrit::ully wid1 all neceffanes of J1fe. The djfamption 1s the ca-. pi.tal of that province of Paraguay, which goes un• cier the name of Rio de la Plata. 
The third part of 

1

Sozt1h:.America is known by the name of Chili ; which fignifies a cold coun­try , and indeed the winters are fo rigorous, parti­cularl 'j to wards the mou_ntains; that the lives of 
the 
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the inhabitants are i-n danger. The rivers are ­
frozen up in the night, and the ice melrs in the 
day. They have a large fort of fheep, tha·r ferve, 
infread of horfes. This pare is und<;r the king of 
Spain; the capital is S. Jago. 
. Magellan gave his name to Terra Magellanira.' 

The air is cold, and the land only abounds with 
pafrures and for ..::frs. The inhabitants give them· · 
th.em1elves the name of Patagon1, and are faid to ' 
l?e ten. or twelve feet in height. They are very 
little known ·; the· Spaniards -have no town in thoie 
parts, but Nakuelhu api . 

Cf'e1·ra Firma has a good wholefome air, except­
that pare near the ljihmus of Panama. The coun­
try is very fertile and very rich. Here is the ri­
yerOrenoque, whofe courfe is very near 900 miles , 
This country belongs to the S.paniard1, and their 
capital is Santa Fe d(! Bagota. Our next m e·eti11g w~ 
defign to go through the remaining pare of South­
,America. 

D I A L O G U E XIV. 

·Mrs. AFF A:nL:r::, Lady Lucy, Lady Lou1sA, Lady 
S I N C I'. R ·E. : 

Lady Lucy alpne with Mrs.AFFAB LE. 

I T is fo long fince ' I have had th~ pleafure of a. 
_ private con ference with Mrs. Ajfable, that I 
foll- ?- ll patience, and derermined rn (h1y no longe11. 
-And I don' t knov.r, that mils Z ina will' come 
to d:ay; there is a great deal wln about her ; 
they ta lk of a very - _adva1m1ge) 1s match . ..I 

am 
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a-m quite pleafed ; fbe is very deferving; and I 
look upon th.is fottlement as a reward of her 
v-irtue. 

Mrs. Aifahle. Ma·y one take the liberty of asking 
what lady Lucy means by an advantageous match . 
• Lady Lucy. What all the world m eans, l'!'frs. · ./!f­

fable, a gentleman of very great fortune, and a 
good family. . 
' Mrs. Affable. You mufi not confider all things 

in the ~ fame light,- that others generally do. One 
may marry a very rich perfon, and of great rank, 
and withal be very poorly married. . 

Lady Lucy. 'Tis very true, Mrs. Affahle; I ought 
t-o fofpend my judgment, till I am acquainted 
with the charatl:er and beh.i. viour of the gentleman, 
who is deligned for her. But I rnufl own, t11at 
though I am a {hanger to ber fuitor, I entertain 
a very fa voU'.rable opinion of him ; for after all 
Mifs Zina is _very agreeable, though not a fhik, 
inO' beauty. She has wic and good fenfe, • out this 
<lo~s not appear ro £hangers, ceeaufe D1e is fo very 
_l1ackward and timorous, that it is very di~cu1t to 
arrive at a knowledge of her worth. All that is 
feen is her particular mode.fry, handfome beha­
viour, and a particular care to find out all occafions 
of doing good. You may-_eafily judge, that a 
gentlen1an, who can only know her by thefe ont­
Jines, and is induced to chufe her for a partner in 
life, muft be a perfon of found fonfe. 

lVlrs. Affable. Lady Lucy concludes very jufily.; 
indeed I have frequently heard a very adv:mrage­
ous account of the young lady and her family. 
. Lady Lury. As to that, Mrs . .A.flable, fbe has re­
ceived the befr education. H er father, who was a 
·man of great merir, was himfelf her tutor, and 
brought her up in the fame manner you do lady 
SenjitJic. She has told me, that when ihe was .but 

fix. 
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·ux years of age he ordered feveral pieces of differ­
enc fiuffs to make her choice out af, and gave bc,r' 
eiaht auineas; here, dear -Zina, he faid, this is to 
ptrch~fe -yoa a gown. If you take thi£ better 
piece, you will fpend your ei_ght pieces·; they are· 
yours, and you Jna y lay them out as you pleafe. 
If you pitch upon this other, you will not be quite 
fo fine, but you will have a couple left. We· 
have now in our townlliip a poor woman-; her 
hufband has been this lorrg time out of order; fhe 
is mother to fix children, almofi naked, and wbo· 
will be perifhing with cold this winter. V✓ith the 
two guineas you fave, fome warm cloathing may 
be found for -the poor children; they will pray 
for their benefa&reis, and at the lafr day you will 
hear tbe1e comfortable words from J ejus Chrijl, 
J was naked, and Jou cloathed .me -with your own clothes. 
Tl1e good little girl was fo affected with her father's 
words, that infiead of two fhe -refolved to give four 
guineas, and ·took fome meaner fluff for herfelf. 
He never miffed a ·day without putting ·in her way 
fome occafion of <loin_g good ; her mother, who is 
as charitable as her husband, gives her the fame 
example, though {he ·is not very rich. Lafi year fhe 
was i.r:iformed, that a poor woman and four poo-r 
children fhe had, were :in a :fl:arvi~g condition. 
Away fhe fets with her daughters to the place; it 
was near W eflminfler ; they crept up into a g:urer 
faun~ the _poor children quite na·ked upon · :fl:raw; 
they packed·them all up in their coach, and at their 
return ·home cloathed ,the poor wretches, They did 
more; they fent the poor woman into the country 
'and gave .her five guineas ; this furn enabled he; 
to fer up a fmall iliop, which has helped her to 
:an eafy livelihood. 

V .oL. II. E Mrs. 
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Mrs. AjfaMe-. You g~vo me- a, prodigious- idea­of that famiJy--Eut here die ladies a-re. How ha pp.ens it? lady Sinure is with them .. 
Lady Si,:cere-. Yes, Mrs. AjfaMe, 1J3e is indeed,. 

and. come with a refoJurion, if you will give her leave, to quarrel heartily, with you. . You admit 
the.ie ladies to iee you in the morning; you fay 
the fin~11 things that can be to them, concerning_ balls and pla-ys, and a£e fo cruel, a-s: to e:x<tlude me' 
from -your coF1ferences, which I want m0re than' any pe-rfon, becaufe ih ffiorr, Mrs. Affable, I lov<:t­
thofr di veriions· rn difl:raft:ion. 

Lady lwifa , Make the be.ft of your way from, us, my dear; take care .to avoid all our converfa­
tions. If you mir.1d J\frsA Affable, you mufl: of ab­
fohice neceffity facriflco- tbofr pJeafures-.for the moili part; I wifh fomecimes I had n'ever heard a-n)' thi1;i~ upon that, hG:ad. I gave- mY.fe!fup very-ho-· 
nefl: l y to a\ dif.h~cted life ; I wafted. time without 
fcrup•l~ . or. remorfe.; but tha-t is ewer ; Mrs, Af­ja-M?s 1e:ffons run in my mind, ~nd b-rea~-in upon ;kJl the fohemes J. had formed for pleafllre-a-nd di­
v:.erfi.o:n, ai;id troBblefome refleltions a.ffauJr, me in 
th0ie· phces-, where I ufo<l t0 ,meec with n.m:hing 
-hut mirth ami fotisfacrion. 

Lacly, Sincere, I'U venture howevo-t~ L told you, that, I. was· fond 1:0 ma-dnefa of diverfi0ns ; 
and 'tis: true., but I am only; in quetl of p-leafure :to_ be~ ha.f)py and comenteg. Mrs . .Affab:/e•gives 
us' hopes: of a-n0ther &iHd 0£ ha-ppinefs,; 'ds a{Lo11e ,m 1T1.&-; I am ver:y; 1ir-rJe c.oncemed by:wh.at me.ans J. am pleaSed, pmvid~.d J. am fo. On the other .. fide· I. 111-ean well, , and. hav-e: a-Iwa-ys fo.mHl fome­
thing. wiuhi.1 me, wrti<:·h (uggefi:s. rn my thoughts, that there is fame faulr in the attachment I-ha..x;e 
to pleafure ; could I difro ver fuch pleafur s againfi: 

which 
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j,.•hiclr my rea-fon could nor except, thofe would 
undou&rectJy meet with die preference. 

Mrs-: A!fablr. That is, my dear, you will p~t 
into· a· fcale the fadsf'aaion arifing from a religi­
ous Jffe againfr that whicn the world affords, and 
<:hufo whid1.pleafos you moll. 
- Lady-Sinctrre. I think fo, Mrs. Affable; I can 
rmr no riiq,ue· ; you a{fored me, that the pieafures, 

which virtue procures, exceed th ofe of chis worl~ • 
.My choice· will certainly fall on die former. . 

Mrs • .Ajfahie. l fpoke to you of virtue, and no~ 
'Of felf-love. Virtuous- perfons are not co do good~ 
tHat they may be pleaied and facisfied here, but 
rl1at tHcy may comply with the orders and com­
mands of God·; and God, who is. all goodnefr, 
mal<es·amends l5y n·umberlefs pleafures foz· thole, 
.that have-.heen given npj.ff obedience to his or­
ders. If you forego .thefe pJeafures to meet witli 
gre.rrer:: hete, Y,OLL become your own idol; and God 
will nor reward what you do more for your fa­
tisfacri on, than for his. 

Mi1s Zina. .l\1'rs:. Affah'!e-, thefe ladies are my; 
friends; 1 may tell befo re them what has taken me 
up this morrting. ram Cure it makes me tremble. 
! Afr,. A.ffable. How ? no misfortune I · hoP.e? 

Mils 'Lt lUl. No, Mrs• ..AjfaM-e; it loDks more 
like good fortune·, and yet leaves me under gr.eat 
frights. I am to be · married foon. Mama pro­
.pofed to _me this morning~ inatch. a hundred rimes. 
moYe · ad_.vancageous thari r coufd'ever think of; as. 
t o .interefr in cbis world. I know the gentleman, 
.a nd afI!- pl_eafod with his perfon and characl.er. 

This-fhould foffice, and yet ~ am quire g,iddy. with 
fear. 
, 1\1:s. AJfa_blP~ Pray t~U me_ what_it is-you fear. 
· M1fs Z,na. Every thmg, Mrs. lljfahle; the du.­
ties of the {tare propbfed to me crowded · into my 

E 2 thoughts; 
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,thoughts ; they appe~r /o ferious, .and of that weighty importance, that I very much doubt of r.ny complying with them ;is I ought. In the next place the gentl.em.an 1s very rich ; this affiu .. ence of weal ch may perhaps ,cori:-u_p't my heart. fr will put me under a neceffity of making a great -;fj.gure, and how can I he fore, that l fha11 not con .. -~:eive _too great an at(achmen_t to .the WGrld, and tho'fe pfoafures,which I aB:~a!ly .n_ow defpife?. Y otl mu.fl allow, that my fit_uauo.n 1s very perilous, ~nd t;ha-t it will be extremely difficult for me to iet _clear of fo many dangers. , Lady Sincere. This would never have come intQ 1DY head. You fear befrig rich; w.e11, madam, you may m_ake a good ufo of riches. This will ,enable you to follow your benevolent temper, ;rnd to do a thoufand goo.cl things, which now you +an only defire to do. · . ,l\t1if's Zin.a. Admirably weJl faid ! but have we rtot feei1 ma:ny ex,amples of perfons, who with a ;middling fortune were both generops and \'irtu-9us, an_d, when raifed .to .a greater degree and means-, have departed fro.m thoie amiable difpofiti .. pns? ·Wh.o can infure .my not dci ing the fame? .JY,lrs . .Affable. I will, · my dear mifs. When Goq calls us to a fiare of life, he gives us fuffici ­,ent gr.aces and helps to difcharge our duty. Some f.fanger:s, no do:ubt, attend your fi,tuation; but: then you havt neither fought nor defi red it. This fhouid ,quiet your alarms. Do you think it will rake place· very foon .? 
Mi!s Zina. 'No, Mrs. Affable ; I have not yet: givep mam.a a poD,rive anfwer, I begged_ a refpite ~of rwenry four hours before I determrned, and v,,as refolved to rake your advice fid1. · ,Mrs. A.ffahle. I am grea tly honoured with the &ori6.dence you repofe in me, ·and l will give yotJ · · 

an 
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an anf wer. I have already obferved, that you 

-l1ave not fought this match; you have moreo_ver 

great reafon to efreem it as a particular difr;,enfa­

tion of a kind providence . The march is con­

venient for your family; you are pleafed wich 

·the gentleman's behaviour and charafter. No­

·thing more can be defrred in any marriage. What 

elfe you have to do is to o:)ierve, whether yom' 

t empers will be fuitable to each other; you have 

time for it; mean- whi'Ie be fore to give more 

-time rn frec:iuent prayers, and to redouble your 

anencion to cbe praftice of good works, that you 

: may obtain of God, that he w.ill interpofe 11is· 

·providence in raifing obflacJes to this m arriage, 

·if he ihould forefee, that it will prove a hindel";. 

·an(e to your ful var ion. 
!vfifs Zina. I will obferve your dire&ioiis, Mrs . 

,Affable ; but I am very forry, that I have inter:.: 

rupted your converfation ; and I beg, that you 

•will continue the di:courfo you was upon when 

I came in. · 

IV1rs. -Affable. In cur laO:- conference 1~4 y . louija 

,vas to be let into the method of making the 

day very ihort and entertaining. · And I fancy 

we were upon the refieltions lady Lury made in 

getting up and drefiing. 
Lady Lucy. But firfi: thefe ladies mufl: know, 

-that I am a grea t fleeper; and formerly was Very 

loath to leave my bed. .My woman was forced 

t'o call twenty times before I could take leave 

of th e boHl:er. 
Lady Sincere. That is my daily pra8:ice. I . do 

not like going. to bed early; I fiay up as fong 

·as I can without the leaft com paffion for my poor 

woman, who ileeps as iheilands. As '! have no 

inclination tb fleep, when I am got to bed; I 1a y 

the fineft fcb.emes in order to get up betimes, buc 

E 3 I-foll -
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faII aflaep and for_.g~t all;. when I am .waked-in the morning 1 never want a re.afon to -rte1onger. A bad ni,ght; an extreme drowfinefs; a fancy,rb-at ! am not well; I have nathi11g .to do, ihat -require-s quick dilparch; ·inJhort1 1 d..i1pute with rhe p(Uow, wbich almofr always ·gecs the better. Pray, lady /_u.cv, how do you contrive to get up at a certain l10ur? 

Lady Lt1.(Y· Mrs. A.ffah!e fays we ,mufi leav.e our beds a, if chey were on fire. I think to m yfolfl J1ear the voice of the angel at the Iafi day, whe~ he is to found the trumpet, and cr_y out,. arife ye ,Jearl, and come tojuq_gment. -This dreadful t110iy;ht 'immediateJy removes alllleepinefs and fl.0th. T.-h.en 1 fie ~J) and endeavour to cor1ie0r.ate the fid1: mo,. ment of the day to God, b.y an ol1Jation ,of rny­folf, an::l. of ail ~hat is mine. In th~ beginning I 'found it very troublefom to cife as the clock {hud;, ,if I ma1/ ule that e~prefiion;. ' but at prefent l am guite ufed rn th~s praHice widrnuc an¥ manner .of uneafineis. WhilH I drefs I beg of Jif,ts Cbrijl to .cloarh me w.ith the .oew ;nan mentioned by Sr, P.aul. After this 1 make ,my i:ra yeJ:. 'Mrs. Alfa.hie . .Fa,vour .the Jact.i,es with telling the~ jr.:i what your prayer confifrs. . Lacly Lucy. { t conTilts 'in the aas of religiDo., ,,,hich. a Cbrifforn ought to make at foait onc;e a oay. The firfl: 1s .an aH- .of adoration, ,that i-s,, l ,,ac. nowlcdge'God as the fo\Lereign creator 0£ hea­ven ,and earth,. my rnall:er, my '-.k-in_g, and my fa­ther, and. declare, th.at I am l1ou.nd to refi:eEt and love him under all thole <li:fferer1t titles. 1 rejoice, that I depend upon fo bountiful a father, I fub.­·mit to his divine -will~ .and I excite my:ielf to be .. lieve firm Iv, that whatevcr'be .H1a}l d.e termine .rnn,. cerning me tbis day, aod an other days of m,y life., j.s for my good, ·be.cauiehc.isfovere~snly good, aod lo\~S me. 
!Vtifi 
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.J\-Iifs Zina. Ha.ve -you a ·particular fet prayer -ru 
that purpofe ·? 

Lady Lury. 'No, my•<lear ! I make this prayer 

fometimes -one way, fom eliimes another, and a:s 

-my hean_ .pr?mpts me: After this 1 make an ~B: 

·of rbank{givrng, that 1s, I return thanks for all tlie 

-fa vour-s he bas bleffed me with, dur~-n.g m_y whoie 

life, and if any r~mfl-rkable blciling I have rcceiv­

-ed occur to me, I a.m more parcicularLy gra teful 

·for that. 1 thank God ·for not ta.king me out of this 

world at -a time I had no thought of .working m;r 

·f.alvation, ~na allowing me rbi.s ooy to employ my• 

-fol£ to that end. ·This thought makes me rec.ollecl: 

-my pa'Pdife: ala-s ! I think ro m yfelf how much 

of my time have I loft-? A founh .part of life is 

n0w gone wirh little or n·o application to the great 

work ·of 1ft lv<:1tion, the grnnd affair for wbi.ch God 

~s plaedi me ,in thi-s world. I beg pardon for 

·th-~ negle«!t, Rnd I -OJJ.' 11 m-y-folf in his prefoncefu 

weak, fo much diftratted, and fo inclined to evil, 

<that unle!s ·he will affift 'JlJe particn1arly with his 

·gnrce, IJ ,fl1all -centinL1e in -rbis fad forge~folnefs o.f 

111 y 1alv-ation.. I earne.ftly ,hefeech my ·God, in 

·the name of his fan J ofiH Chrijl to gr.ant me aJ I 

~heJ~s -and g1'aee-s neceffary to prom ore :rhi,s impor,-

1:~-nc a~ .. tr. i:o obtafo n:i-Y i:cquefl,1 _offer-to,him ·.t!1e 

111fo ·-antl fuffenngs of th1s ·p.1Nme..fa.v1our, an.cl un1.c.e 

:.~J J ,m_y a&:ions to hi-s •; thus united l .offer ch.em m 

vG-o::J, Ufld -I m-a-ke £, ·fh:m puqwfe' .to .<i'..O•Jr,._pJ'f :.this 

day with all the duries of my flare, in obedien,cr.e 

'f:Q ~is ·i~re~eµr-s ·, 1 •condude with {~ ying the :pm;rer, 

·which J -ejus Ghrifl 114,s t-aug11t us wnb all .the effamts 

1J can 'mak-e ·to ·fix my mind on .the fonfe of die 

·'Words-; wi't110ut 'th~s .vio1errce 1to my{eJf I fhauld 

repeat th e prayer without any attention. 

"Lady louifu. 'Tcll m-e 1)1:ainl.y, my d-ea.r; :this 

·E f.1- iis 
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is a long fort orprayer; don't you nnd it fame-­thing tedious ? .have you never any difrractiom? Lady Lucy. I ailure you, dear friend, that I do not find the prayer long. Ar firfl: I found fome difficulty., my thoughts w:rndered evei:y way; I · had not then got inro a habit of fixing my mind proper.Jy; now that difficulty is perfe&ly mailer,... -ed. Mrs. Ajfable has fet_me half an hour of pray­er; I put my. watch :1pon the table, and I thi nk it . goes furprifing ly. fa 11: ; were I to follow my incli.,­n ation 1 would make a. whole hour of pra yer. • There is foch a pleafore in rutting up our prayer,s . to God; my heart is then fo content, and in [o _ _ calm a il:ate, that I could. fpend 111Y whole life with out any uneafinefs in that holy exercife. Lady Sincere. How happ,y you are, . lady Luc_y ! . I- am notfo; half my time at' pray.er is fpent with.-. out attention, and frequently appears very long;~ · but why does not God fav,our me with the fame graces ?. __ . 
M rs. Affahle. l wi1l :te11-you, my dear; . hut to fpeak more properly 'J tjU:J Chrifl flrnH inform y_ou. No one can /er'Ve trwo majlers, as we are affured by our Saviour. Lady Lucy has courageoufly tenounc­ed this world, fhe ferves only one mafler , who is . 7-efus Chriflr- and this libe-ral mafler, befides an in.­finite reward,_ which he prepares for her in another life befiows, as he has promifed, .over and above, the'lrnndred fold in this fox_ what fhe does for his fa ke. . . Lady Louifa. You tell m~, th_at lady_ Lucy has re.­nounced the world, you iurpnfe me, .Mrs. Affa­ble; fh.e lives in it, as we do. We frequent the , fa me company, and, within a trifle, take the fame diverfrons. . 

M rs. Ajfah!e. , I do not difpute .it; in out \).:ard ,~ppearan~e you ar~ near alike, but the difference 
!S 
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is' in the heart! Lady Lucy takes fome divedions, 

bnt you gi-ve·yourfeJf wholly up to them. Do you 
think, my dear, that to arrive at the perfeS:ioffof 
a ··life trueJy Chrifi:ian, it is neceffary to be buried 
in a defart, and to lead a life altogether uncommon ? 
This would be a fl:range mifl:ake. The apofl:le does 

not fay, leave this world, but u/e thiJ <U.'orld as if 
)'OU ufed it not ;for the figure of it pajfeth a<Way; that is 1 

live in this world as not belonging to ir. · As the 
world and its maxims ihall lea ,·e your heart, peace, 

gladnefs, tranquillity, and happinefs will focceed 
it1 proportion. You fee, 'that I have encouraged · 
miis Zina to confent to a match, whicli will throw · 

her into the heart of t i-le grand monde. I don' t in- -
tend by it, · that ·fhe :fball be of the world, and if it · 

pleafe God fhe fhall live in it 1ts a {hanger co ir, 
and by that means arrive at true happineis in this 

abode and empire, I may caU it, of forro\.V and 
the gre~cefr vexation. I · don't impofe upon you, , 

my dear; the degree of virtue, to which you ad­
vance, will always be the meafure of your ha ppi ~ 

nefs, I will not · deceive you, but refer you 

to your friend. . .. 
lady Lucy. Ah! · l\frs. Ajjable, I am ftill at a 

g.reat difl:ance from true happineis . I own I have 

never enjoyed fo much eafe an::l quiet of mind as I · 
do now, but I find, that there are frill many diffi­
culties to overcome,hefore I can be happy; hither­
to I have but made a vei·y little facriHce to that ': 
e:ffecc. .My heart is entirely · fevered from rumuJ- ­

tuous pJeafures; I am free from ambition, and" 

would not · give the va1ue of a pin to i.c.creafe my · 

fortune; and what ·is this, to be ca11ed ,a fatrifice~­

a-s if it was a great matter? Reafon, I really think,.· 

would have prevailed upon me to do the fame wifh­
out any motive taken from Chriflian ReJi•oion ·;'.; 

and .. where ,an the difficulty lie to turn on~'s°badt '-
. -- E· 5.-, ,. t@...l 
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to .all ··thefe tr.ifles ? There am oth·er\ thini!.s w-hich l inuO: r.oot out .of my heart, and I finl' it will bleed forely. 

Mifa Zilla. ·Prny what can there he in your hear.t that mua be rooted Out? 
L'lcly Lucy. All created beings, madam, and I mu(Lbegin with myfelf . l ,pafilonarely 1o.ve my!df, my reia,tions, myfriend~; andth.i.sis af1:'.)p corny being hHppy. 
Lady Loui/a. How lady? is it neceffflry to bate one's felf, and aJl the world beJi<les ? 
Mrs. _/l.!f,,.61£. No, my clear; you mu.ft love yourfoJf, and all the world for God's fa-ke. This I own is m.uch fooner faid than done; and as 1~vly. Lu,cy ojJerves very jultly, the heart muft be rent 

an_d bleed. I.tis not yet come uo thi.s with regrard rn 1/0u, madam. Jn rhi.s g1eat work w,e .muft .pro­ceed b.y <:leg:ree:~, and like the mYJ, w.hG had a lF.ge fpot -of gI,0m1d ro ·Wf~d. \Vben he forveyed tbe ,prodigious ,qua11rity{:Jf w-eeds., that covered tbe g.rou~7'.il., he was d:I:nur-aged fr.01p u1.derrnking this. e~c~.llive .ta~-k; he afrerwarch.s ,re&,B:ecl ve~r pru­o.ent1 y, that rhere w::is no neceffoy of doin;g ir {ill i@ 041e d.af, a.9.J pe:rfua-ded--h im fe l f ,w a& .as if he hw.i anJ y che t.wen6erh part o-f tb.isg.roun:i to weed; tbiis di<l pot appear fo .difficult. l--k fe_t to \vo1k, ancl ea·!dly c-ompaif.e<l it; he l.lndcnook ano-ther pare the day fo!Jowing, ,a-nd i,n fome days time tire w ~irk was -comp·Jerel.y fini{hecl.. Imitate this exa;_­ple. -A tncaJ ch .1 0Jg-€ of the h.eart is not the work o: a d[l y. Take it feriouf1y in hand, it will go for ·,y::: -rJ impcrccp_rib.1,y, and .yrm v.iJI on .a fodden be .furpriied wi.d1. d1e g::reait rrn.g~efs you have­
:r,nide. 

Lady Lo11i/;, cay wlrnt y·on w,iII, ,-r.y d.carfriencf, th'-s work w_.ill a I ways be difficnlr, And (o didicult, th :i. r rq y '\v;;ak~efa m~kcs m,e ~Im~ <kfra~· of fic­cei~. J\1rs. 
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0M-..-s. »jf.al1k. ¥ QU ar.e .v~r.y right in thinking, 
that ) 'DU an'! .we£k : it •is very true, that if ')'.0..11 

,;,as to undertake this by yourielf only, you could 
neve;- L.rin_g it about. I i1ave read, I cannot tell 

where, of a .woman, :Felicity -by name, who was 

put in prifon to be devoured by beafl:s. She was 

ve1·y near her time, and was actually delivered in 
prifon. She fofFered a great deal, and lJroke ouc int0 
l.oll'.:l: cries. T.he gaoler fpeaki11g co her, if you 
rnnoot b.ea:r your pains now, faid he, how will 
,-ou b-::hav.e when_yo.u ar.e tea.rin_g -in i iee:ps by wild 
-~caHs? That will be ,quite a different caLe, ,the 

w oman anCwerd., whenJ am in -th .:-amphithea~.er,, 
'!l:faa will fu:lfer in -me, aml communicate his 
firen;g~,h to me. Let us ,fay with lrnr, when WJ! 

fuall fonoufly un:lertake tb~ great wor-k of .our .fal­
vation, we ihall nor wor-k a.lone, bur 7 ifus Chrifl 

it1 ,Y1s;.and he w;Jl c.omrnuoic~i.,te his {hength to us. 

Bur "h.ere are our yqung -ladies; we w.ill go om 
~vida C:1i.s matrer .at annrbe1· mcer.ing • 

. Mifs Zma. Pleafe to reme.mBer:, that you ha~.e 
p:rg.mifecl. to g.i ve .me . proper inf.lrutti.oris .conc.eming 
the means xh.at -are neG:..ellar_y to a~.oid die .dan­

gers of che fl-are , u.prm which I -am ,a,b-ou.t to .e~ 
tc:r by your ~.'tlvice. I !btLI .ar leafl: lay tl.ierou• 

foq ue nces of this advice a r yonr door . 
.1'.i'-rs. A.J!ah.'-e. \11/,ich a gre-ac dea.l ·of pkafure. 

ifu'.lifs ; we wiJl _put up o.ur pr.ay.-er.s ro ~G:o-d, tha:t 

he may ,i.nfr;.i.r.e us, •ilrr.d th u in.q;.i.ir.-e ,inw .rlw~ 
µi""ws, Y.-DJJ ,ai-i;.l 1 r::o,gF . ..thc-. . 

E 6 
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Lady WITTY; 

Y O u·· faid, 1\frs. Ajfahle, that we muO: · have , recourfe to philofophy for a proof, that there · ·was no firnation in .life, wherein a man could be .: unhappy_- paft all heJp and remedy. Now is a }}roper tin, e' to keep_ your promife. l .Mrs. Affable. I will endeavour to fl:and to my._ ,,,., word. But p.revioufly, ladies, , you rnufr call to · · mind, that we have proved beyond reply, that-, man was crnated ,to he happy. · · Lady -Lauifa. I have often had itin my-thoughtsf '111.rs .. Affable ; and if. I- could ihew, that: this pro~ · pofition contradifrs another that is true, wha:t would you fay then?. 
. Mrs . .(1.ifable, l. would examine into it; for it · is certain, that two contradictory propofitions ' cannot be both true. 
· Mi-fa Bl/la. I · don't .. under-frand this., . Mrs. Af­[flhle. 

Mrs. Aff1:d1le.- fr. :fhall ·be explained,. my dear; 1·· fay, that it i;. day ; you fay ft is not:· Here are ~t-wo contraditl:ory propofitions, that-tlefiroy eacll ether, -for.it is. i mpoffi ble they -ihould both be true-; If J-am right yon a.re in the wron·g ;.- if you are iri the right I m.uft be in the wrong. I fay, tbat foch-a --ooe is Jiving; ypu fay he is dead . Thefe · nvo p1'op.ofic·ions contradicl: each other, and ca·nnot iland together. Death js. inconfifiem wich life , as life ~s w .ith death., · 
Mlfs· 



n: r A t C,- G· u E xv. 109 

. ivfifs Sophy. I take it now. When a propofition -
is true, the contradiftory is falfe. I am but li11le, 

the contradiB:ory would be I am· not little. And as 

it would be ridiculous to fay, that I am li11le, 

and at the fame time tall, I can conclude fafe]y,, 
that being little I cannot be a tall perfon. 

1'v1rs. Affable. Very well. We ]aid down for a -
truth, rha t man was created to b_e hapPy. Lady. Lou­

ifa pr-etends to know a truth as certain, which di­
recl:ly contradicl:s it. That is, lady Louifa will 

have it, that you may-_he little and talI. 
· Lady Li1uifa. No, Mrs . .Affable, I don't fay fo: 

I)hould be extravag~nr if I did. I only pretend, 
that if the propofinon I advance be founded in . 

truth. yours mufi be falfe. Do yo~ believe, that 
God has left men at libei-ty to aft as they will, and 

that he does not force them to do one thing . rather 

than another ? • 
Mrs. Affable. That with· me, my dear, goes for · 

an axiom. It is a confequ!:!nce of that other -rruth·­
<fhere is a God. For if God forced the w .ill of man-: 

all the crimes committed in the wo.,rld mufi be im; 
pured to him-, -which would be to defir0y his good­

nefs. 
Lady Louifa. You maintain; that God ' creat<i:d 

I'lfe to be happy, _But here is my neighbour,- a man 
endowed with free-will, who has taken it into his 

head to make me miferabJe; to this end he feizes 

my efl:ate, takes awa:Y my good name, makes me 
odious and contempdble to all the world, my re­
lations, friends, and to thofe, -whom I have load eel 
with favours. This man forces me to dr-.ink a poi-· 
fonous draught, and ruins_ my health. God m ufi: 

either take away from him th~ liberty of doing me 
all this mifchief; or. he has not qeated me to be 

J1.appy, fince he lea yes this man at liberty ,to hinder 
!n)\ b~ing'fo~ : .. - - · . . ::· · 

Mr$', , 
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J\1rs, AJ!t1>b .~. lt was you, :1ad_y Se11jiMe, ,v·ho (maintai-Fied 'before thefe ladies, t11at there was n.o .con-:1.ition i-n ·rhe worl-d, wherein a man could be ;rrerrievab~ y mriera:ble Gee off as well as ycu pn ; for my p8._rt I w~n'·t be_ concerned, and fo I . leave you 'to anJ wer .la :i y iou ifa. · Lady &e:rjihl-e. I am not at ail afraid , .Mrs. AJ­f~Me. Lacty luufa fets out upon a. fa lfo fuppoG.-1:1011. 

Lady lou ~[a . '\ iVhat is that ·falfe fopp ofrtion, if you plea!e ro te-11 me , my d.ear? . · Lady s~nfdite. Yu u .fuppofe, that every thing in ,this wurltl can ma'ke U5 happy, or u nha~'!}),'; and J: furnd to ·-i-r, th-at ha.ppin.efs or mifrry fu il ifis on­iy in the ,h'l:·an, a,nd that thoug h al'l the men in the v,ro rld ·flrnuicl ufr their joint ·efforts to make me un-1:lappy, they coultl ·mr.: tlfefr rheir 'intent, urilefs 1 had a mind. 
Lac!l-y L,mifa. ~hat i-s reaJJy fo mething, if it ~01c1ld be 1~roved ; if a man {hol.ii d this moment: ~ke a\1-~ay -you-r eflare, _pra,y tcH me, wculd it nor maa{e y-ou ¥e ry 011!-rnpr,;y ? La.ny S e11Jible. k would as -far ·a-s I 'had an incdi­n ati-rn co m y e '.~are; but if I wa.s n ot a.tall fond of rirchcs, -v.:1rn<t g rea-r 'harm wouJd the re be:in tak­ing fro.r..1 m-e what g-a ve me ii.) litt'le concern? L-~.ciy Louifa . I eafrJy conceive, tha r a rational rufo n is n or earneR:l y ro ddi.re grea.t riches ; but tl-mt .is .c~rt cf rbe guefr-ion, J m •ea n r'he neceifaries -of 1,ifo, fo -r-har I fL cula be reduced to beg my h-.ead, -:or w ork hard fnr a fubfifta nce . . Lar.l.y s~n.fih!e. A nd -do you imagint>, that to earn a l.i.veli!rno::l by labo-ur is a mi:;forrune? Have you m ,ver fo.en -in the courrt.ry nu mbers of p.eop1e, w!10 t·oiled in the fiel cls from morning till nighr, and y t foug, w.ere m:er.ry, and h~~d not the lea ft uneafy moment? 

Lady 

• 
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'tad-y Loui.fa. They are fiu_pid creatures, that 
ne\'er knew be_cte r. 

Lady S-enjible. Therefore hard work is not robe 

reckoned .a rrusfort.une, but your fancy make.s the· 
· m:isf.orrune. If it was really fo, it would be a misfor. 

t-une for the poor -as much as for you. Reform 

your .opin-ion, and rt wiU appear the fame to you it 
dc;yes to them . 

Lady Lou~fa. But how can this opmi,on be re­

£ormecl ? I fit by a good fire in wjnrer 1 l have 

g.ooo warm cloches j when ir is fair in f.um mer I 
go out in a c0fU:b ; if I wal<l<, ir is in the ·.fhade ; is 
it a matter quite indifferent 1:0 be with or without 

m-e:fie conveniencie.s, to be e;cpoied to the rigours 

of the foafons, heM, cold, a.Fld be.f:ide.s to be ia 
,v.«nt .of very near half the nece1faries of life ? 

Lad y Sr-nftbie. 'Luok'ee, my dear, our boclies. 

will be .inured c-o a~~o/ th.ing. I ,a11 v-ery fore, that 

with all your great care y,ou fofrer more l::_y heat 
and ..coitl than they, and th'frt you catch four coHs. 

for ·rheirone ., When you have kept vePJ cJofo-i-f.l, 
a w . ..-:rrm rcom,you need on·Jy come .oo.c rn rhe fht1,rs. 
r-0 he Jeizeal with a c.@ld, a rheum.e or ,defluxion;: 

a fore pnnof, 1+1a"t you fotfer mo.re b,y cold in one 

nu.inure th~n ~die ·coUTicT y laboure.rs in th-e whole 

rut y ; a:nd ) ou may reafon it1 the fame rnanne1: 
wi!ih ,r~g;tTal to c.ofol. Y Gru gg t!)n c.o fo y, that. ·tJ,,e 
p<H crea cure cannot pro.ca re hal.f the ne-cef.Ia des· of· 

life. The n:eceffaries ar.e confined to a .frnall cum­
rafis. Bread and w ~te.r is prec,i,ie]y tlTe whole of 

rhe n-eceflar~s. \1/hat is beycmd -rhrs flint i,s nece.f-

fa r_;· , .by a fad mifiake, fo.r fonfoa]ity, glut1:cmy, to 
g.o TI.lil wfrh a b.a.d cu.from, and only cont,ri'bmes ro 

.rna,ny .difonders ,onknm~m t.o, tlhe poor- Jalmu,r-er-se. 

T.lrny :a;re always em:plny.ed, :rhne c-an-not,harirr up­
on ·th ei-r hands ; they eat with a good app;tite ;, 

hiai)d w oa:k .um tern per-4'\ru;e wafon-s theiP rn-ca J·g ; 
they 
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they fl_eep found1y, becaufe they are weariecl, th·ey.· have the pleafure of indulging. the111felves with a., little refr, and fometimes to a: [mall degree of :iloth . . They-are frrangers to vapours, melancho­ly, uneaG.nefs of mind, and all the train of mife­ries, that wait u-pon i1oth and gluttony, and come· to- a good old, ag.e, whereas a _foft voluptuous lifc;­fhortens our day.s. Now; madam, you are at li­berty to fay; that a· man has it · in his power to make me - unhappy by. taking awa·y my eftate, and purring me under a neceffity of Jiving. by my, work, which pr-ocures me hea-lth, fou-Hd Deep, a. good appetite, and eaie. , _ · 

. Mrs. Affable. I was quite in the right to let you· FJead your caufe; you have done it-admirably. I · will give you an inftance of this by way of far-:' ther proof. I knew a man,a near relation of mine • . He had a g,ood confrirution, -and was very rich.­He lived like a rich man, that is, -he kept a very, plentiful table, flept half of his time; the other half w1;1.s fpent in diverfi0ns. Before he was forty three years of ag_e he had fuffered feveral fits of a-poplexy, and_ every yea-r a fi.cknefs, that brought him to death's door. : He was troubled with co­lics, forfeits, indig.eftions, want -of Heep. But at forty three years of ag~ he loft all ·that he . was worth; as he had a numerousfamily, he -was un­
der a neceffity to work for a fubfifiance. He got up at .four every morning, drank water only, and many times had only:brcad to eat. What wa:; the confequ~nce ? He fa w an end of all his- difor~ ders, and now, that he is_ feventy five years old, i~ better in health- than I am. There -is no quef­
rion, ladies, that-, if the pleafures which are ob­tained by riches, ,vere put into a balance with thofe, that are the . fruits. of poverty and hard wor·k, we -ihoµld not heiitate one moment about . - the~ •• J 



D I AL. 0 G U E XV. 111 

the choice, at teafi-, we fhouJd make ourfelves ve­
ray eafy upon the lofa of our worldly fubfiance. 

Lady Louifa. I give up this article, Mrs. Affa­
hle ; but I fl:ill have :Leveral others. For example, 

. this poor man reduced to v.:anr,. lofes the ufe of 
his limbs, and is in an uttu incapacity of doing 
any work; he mu!1- of neceflity beg for a liveh­

. hood. Now l put the quefl:inn ; can any thing be 
more wretched than to depend upon other's .cha­

. rity, to be expofed to the contempt and fcorn of 
tbe rich ; can. there be a more miferabfe ficu­
ation ? 

Lady SenfiGle. Here· pride is-the misfortune, my 
dear; but if I khow, that pride is the greatefr of 
evils, and if I truely defire to be freed from this 

- . ~vii, iha11 not I find very ffeedy comfort in , a 
firuation fo well calculated to defeat that vice ?·· a 
l'ich man defpifes me, becaufe I beg an alms; fo 

. much the worie for him ; he is very unhappy, 
· that he is fo weak in his underfianding. He is an 
. objel:1 of contempt himfelf, but his folly does not 

• 

affect in-the leait the nature of my condition, nor 
take from me the leafl: good quality I may have; 
n~ y it may be of fervice, and put me upon ac• 
quiring fuch as I may want. J f I am impartial 

. I m_a y fay this man defpifes me for being poor-; 
he is much to b.lame; but did he know how great 
a finner I am, he would contemn me much- more, 
and very juCT:ly. How ' often have I mal-treated 
thofe, who had their dep.endance on me ? ,'Tis 
jµfi J fhould have it returned. Then l defervcd 
contempt, and met with praifo ; , this is but a ju!l: 
compenfation. 

Lady Louifa. I take it to be very true, that con­
.tempt difg_uiets us merely in as much as we are 
proud ; and we· fuould be. g_lad ,of an occaffon, th~t 

•·. lS 
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-is :iff~r.cil 1:0 ·deftroy our pi:ide ;- bur if a-n y one fhould a lienar.e our .parents and ,friends fFOm us? · Lady Lury. Oh! Mr'5 . .i1JlabLe,, chj~_is-a mo.ft fen­fible a.rticle .to .me ; as to the mfr -I could ha v-e · .:gone hand in .hand .with iacl.y ·Senfihle, but what can jh.e-Jay to chis ,parricular misfon·une? 

Lad.y Sn,jiblc. Help me our, Mirs. -lljfahle, I am :-eome to th.e mofr difficult part of the task I have --llnj ertalcen. . 
1Ars. Aff✓-1Ue. In truth, my dear, I fl1onld fcru­ple givi □g .you any thelp, -you have .difru fied the point too well to want it. Do you think the · 'lll.isfortune is-paft .rec0Ne11y ? · 
Lady Se:njiMe. ·Not quite .f0, Mrs . .Affahle ; my 11ela6ons and friencl.s are .v-e rr rea:fonable ; it ma,y ,be .pD!Iible for .me to jufljfy my innocence, ami rre-.gain their ..efieem. 
M3is~ //ff.ab!.£. And firnuld they be.od1er:wi~, and n.ot .a.dnfrt 1:he .proofs ·you bro~ght of your inno-,, .c.ency, i.would this b~ a ;foffic•i<rnt c-aufe fgr .yc;ur roeing dnq.uieC€d .in mind •for ,the ·1o1:s of rheir fa­

·ivau,r .. 
:Lad.y _Lucy. I .fh_ould npt ,g·l'i~lf.,e for fofing 1,h~ -£r1endfh1p o.f .ip.eriom, whom I ,could no :}onger .efhwm, Lbe-caufe .they a.re unjQft; but nothin_g c<0u1d ,comfor..t me for -the w:ro~g they di4 themfo1ves; -~he -:e~il w01Jlu -li;ght upGn them ;- :.and I ihouJ.d hr.eak .mr heat'lt for ,perfons 1fo d;ear ro me. MT!S . . ..Ajfa6!e. ~ ou don't ,r C'.flt:Et, im-y dea r-.; -you ·£lo/ , that you could not eH:eem tho le perfon.s, ·antl ·.;you .:irr;iagine, tha.:t .you •would ftill l<we ·th<:rm .. . 'I:b.is .ido:es 1oot bang •tQg-er;h-er. 1Amon.g fon iihle perfons friendfhip and efree m expire togerlter . 
.Mi[s ,Z!.na . . 'I1Jien we murc haire chem. ·; •were it ~.y :fuch.er ,nr ,mother , or hu-sband, would you ad-­w.ife ,llll>e.i.i;i-tmt .JI'...annei:, ? 

Mrs. 



J) 1·.A .L D G B £ IT. 115 

Mrs. Affable. ·W .ere it the vel"y ,Jafl: of men, I 
:would _not. ]\'1ind .what I far, and endeavour t-0' 
take my meaning. ~Vhen G0d endowed us witlt 
. ·eafon, he undoubtedly defigned we fhould make 
,ufe of that gift, and a.s he is the fopreme and 
:£d1 reafoJ1 or underfta.rn:iing, he cannot do any 
irhing contrary co reafon. Whatever is worthy of 
--cf.teem is amiable; and there is a natural inclina­
tion to love fuch objeEl:S'. But as ,ve are corrupt 
in general, and prone to evil, the love, which we 
-muil: have for ea.ch od1er, would be very weak­
ly fopported, if it only ,refl:ed upon qualities, that 
<9epen.d of our choice. Hence God ha.s given tls 
qualitie.s independti.nt.e.f our .will, .and _fufficient t@ 

ground a ju{l: and rati0nal affection in Gther per­
fons. Howev.e.r wicked a creature _like unto 'l+S 
may be, ·it is -frill a c-rearnre made untci the Jike­
nefs of God, redeemed by the pre cious blood of 
our Lord .7-efa.J Cbri]i., and defigned a.s v.~11 as our­
fe·Ives to be eternally happy. No one is without 
the rcfpeHable tit}e ofia ;cbi1d of God, and of the 
ohjefr of his love. Can we be fo unjufi as to 
lw.t:e creatures, wh:om God fl-ill ·lovath, aru:i wh.o 
by the conve.rfion of their heart xo rhim ma;y be­
c0me obje.cl-s of -his compla!!e:.ncy ·? Su.ch ~are the 
m otives, upon which the love of our nei.gh.hour or 
..C~'l:8.r,it,y is founded, ·and foch ..iis the lov-e that .we 
ow-e t,o thofe,. whom w.e cannot efl:cem. This 
_a;ggr.a vates th.cir .defeEl:s., autl undoubtelily malces 
them more fonfi ble; but the ienfe we have of their 
indignity,, ·hoi..\,e,ver •-vehement it ,may be, _cannot 
w-ett our h.appiners without our fault; other,wiie 
we mufl: fay, that tbe haf-pinefs of the 1upreme 
peing r-s JlOt perfe&, and that he muft {uffer .by 
teeing tile ,wic.kedaefs ,of i:na.n. 

Lady· 
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Lady Lucy. This fafl: reafon convinces me fufly ;­with me it is decifi ve, for it is a confrq uerice of this firll: truth, 1here is a Gad. 
IVIrs. Affable. -What lady SenjiMe h~_s faid, fhe 11as fj_)oke as a philofopher. The heathens have difrovered by the light of nature, that poverty and other things, that are mifcalled e,z;ils, were no .hindrance to happinefs. But what is there, that we cannot fay, when w-e 'fj_)eak as Chriitians ? :When we begin to difrourfe on the golpe1, we 1haU­.be taug.ht by rhe oracle of eternal wifriom, what is trueiy good, and-truely eviJ. Ad ieu ladies. 1\1ifs .Soph)', remember you promifed co bring your little .fifrer with you-; .i: fhall ex pea her by and by. 

D I A L O G U E XVI.. 

Mifs So PHY. 
, 

MR s: A.ffahle, here is m)' little fi'fl:er Fanny. 
_She would willingly thank you herfelf, bur:, as fhe cannot fpeak French, ihe has begged of me to do it for her. 

Mrs . .Ajjahle. Come, -kifs. me, my dear; I hope you will very fo0n be able to talk the language of our fchool; fit down, and be very attentive to 
what is faid. 
· Mifa Sophy. We read ydl::erday a very curious fiory; will Mrs . ./1.ffable give me leave to repeat it to the ladies. · · Mrs . .Affable. Very willingly, my: dear, af~er the frories from the _ holy fcripture. You ~eg-111) 
mifs Bd/.1 , 

J\iifs 
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•Mi[s Bella: Whi]fr the lfrae!ite; were captives 

-in .AJljria, a _good king reigned in Juda. He ferv­
~d the Lord" as Darvid had done, and never de­
parted from his d:uty. He cut down the groves 
confecrated to the falfe gods, and broke in pieces 
the brazen ferpent, which the _people adored. He 
waged a fo.ccefsful war againfr the ne~ghbouring 
na-tions, that attacked him, and undertook to de­
liver his kingdom from the tribute, that was raid 
to the king of ./Jjl}ria. Sennacherib., king of the 
Ajfyrian;, being informed ot his defign, came 
againfr him with a powerfol army, which ob· 
liged Hezekiah to pay the trib.ute again. After 
Sennacherih bad received this money, he laughed 
at Hizekiah, and, not content with this, fent fome 
of his people to corrupt the J cc-..»s; by his order thefe 
wicked agents fpoke blafphemous words to them,, 
the Lord yourGod,faidthey, has not power to refcue 
you out of our hands. Thefe horrible hlafphemies 
came to the king's ears; Hizekiah rent his clothes, 
and was more a.ffeB:ed with the injury offered to 
the L9rd, than the fea,r of ' lofing his crowm 
Whilfi: chi~ holy prince put up his mofr humble 
prayers to God, he fent to confu1t the prophet 
Jjaiah, now that Elifoa was dead. The prophet af.,. 
fured him, that he would be affifred by the Lord, 
upon the hearing of which the impious king of 
./Jj[yria redoubled his bJafphemies, and baa the au 0 

dacioufneis to write chem in a letter he wrote to 
H:zekiab. This religious prince carried the Jetter 
to the temple, and prefenting it to God, he ear• 
nefrly begged of him to ihew to .all the world, 
th.at he was the almighty God. His prayer \Vas 
heard, and God fent his exterminating angel to 
the camp of Sennacl.Hrih, where this meflenger-, 
and infrr.ument of God, flew an hundred fourfcore 
and five thoufand men. The wicked king of the 

..11.ff.yrians 



r1 & Z'he Taunt Laa,c,s Maeazi11t!, 
AfJyrimrs wa-s taught at · liis· 0wn cofi~ that ir is 
Hot fafe- to t-ry rhe ·extenn of God's- patience. He:5 
efraped wirhJhame.irtto.,his ccnrnl:lry, where he wasi· 
murthered by h.is two::- fans, w:hilfi' he was woir• 
fhipping_! his. idols. _ 

Some·rime after Hezekiah fell (ick,... and ljaia/f 
~ame to.· him, arrd. faid t:o him,, 'Ihas-Ja,ith tbe ltird ·: 
~el thi,re hwfa. itt order, /Pf' • thou .foalt die: Hereupon 
the king. turned.his face-ta the wall, and prayed·ro. 
God in the birrernefa. 0£ h.rs foul. The prophet 
was goirrg: back, and .gor 'into the middie ccurr-, 
-when God faid.·to hi·m, tum·again, and fay to tho 

' *ing.,. the Lord hath he-a.rd·. thy prayer; he will 
.a:dd ro thy days fifteen years, and. in three days 
thou. fhalr gu up ro the temp·Je. H£$(.ekiab- took 
the liberty to beg a· miracle in proof of the trurli 
of Ifaialis pTedicrion. The prophet put this to the 
king's option, /hall.the jhtrdo<w go fr>r'1il.:ard Im de­
gte-e1, OJ' to back ten dq;rees on the dial? Let the Jha• 
+fo,.»; fa.id the- king; relunz /Ja:ckcward ten dtg>-e,;5. 
N.or long aner the king of Bah;lon fent etnoaffa.­
dors to Hezekiah- wirh ·his congrarulation on the 
ncovery- of his health,; and the king of J u'da had 
:th€ vanity to invite them ro a fight af all ' his 
treafures. Tien lfa.iah fpim~ing in the na-me of 
God-, who deputed and in1pin:id him, faid, in pu­
nifhmenc. of your pride all the treafores ) o-u ha-ve 
iliewn iball be carried into Ba-by/on, and y-our iifoe 
ifball be tfrer:e in capcivity. 
· Iv1rs. Affable .• We111 lady Loui/a, will -you: find 
fa.ult again with my fevere morals, and mak-ing 
fins of what. is< very- innocent? What hari11 in 
ihewing thoie trnafures<? CertaiHly none, if He• 
x,ekiah 11ad Offly. meant a civifay-, or a· piece o-f 
complaifa:nce to the c·mbailadors ; but as this fiep , 
inno-cent in- itfelf, was taken out of a vain hoafi 
:e.fi his-opulence and _grea tnefs, God, who i!i' jrnfous 

of 
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of every motion· of the heart, wouid not let the 
fault pafs unpw1ilhed~ 

Lady £quifa. God requires us- to:.-be fa very exalt 
in our ways, that it may. tb :-ow us. into defiJair~ 
M0w many foch fault:5 fhoul~· l mmmidn a day?-· 
J. am really p.leafed to £hew my creaf u:res,, rhar: is, . 
my diamonds, my clothes, am! ml tha-t L am 
\\rorth to friends. I am pleated, when they are-• 
a.dmired and commended, and· never had the.fint 
thought of aA. offence; 

Mrs. Affable. And perhaps, my. dear, there wa.S"' 
no offence in • fo doing.; God alone knows ·your 
hea-rt, arni how far you are attached to fuch bag-a­
t_elles. The fafe way is to clear the heart frorrr 
all fuch affections. Go- on. with our .fi:ories} miisi 
Sophy. 

Mi[s- Sophy. After the· death of. . Hezekiah, hisi 
fon Manajfah , €ame to the throne, when he wa~ 
but twelve years of age; and be was the wickedefl 
of. all tbe ·princes-; he made· his fon pafs tbrougb. 
the fire in: honnur of the idols-;· he re-eil:ablifhed 
the worfhi p of the faJfe Go.tls~ and · pfaced them irr 
the, teniple of the nrnn: high ; he dealt in> magic 
and forcery., a-nd ·turned . ou.t a -monfier, rba·t drew 
Jud.a into che idoltttry of their fovercign. God, to 
pun1fh his-crimes, peirmitted him to be taken by. 
the Bab1l,nians, who , carried .him into captivity irt 
their co_untry.. During his confinement he lifted 
up his heart to God, and prayed fincerely tool::, .. 
tain forgivenefs , Gocl, who-never rejefrs. tl1epray­
ers of a, penitent! finner, however enornrnufly he 
may have. o:ffenel.ed; forgave .the o:fFcnder,. :rnd per• 
mitred his.; l'efrorntion to , the: du-one: His firft 
care was~to deflr.oy the .idob he had raifod, and 
he contifrne•d·- truely faithful to his Gnd the refi 
ofl b-is,day-s., Amc1r, the~ fon of Mana.ffeh, imitated 
th~ fins 0£ his fa-t.her, · but was not, fo happy:· a-s 

to 
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t:o follow the example of his repentance ; :h·e· 
was murthered by one of his fervants. His foa 
Jofiah walked in the ways of Da-vid, an<l conftantly 
p.erfevered in the fear and love ofthe Lord. A copy 
of the book of the law wa.s fo.und .and brought to 
him, to which .this religious prince exhorted all his 
fob jeers _to conform tb.eir lives, but after his death · 
they foon forgot the folemn promifes •they ha~ 
made upon oath, to renounce the wodhip of idols .• : 
The Jews made fl(:) account of the threats de­
nounced by- Jeremiah, who pr0phefied at that 
rime; and having wearied out the patience of 
the Lor~ he fent Nehuchadne~zar againft them., 
who def.hayed the temp·le, and carried them all 
captives to Babylon. This fad event happened in 
the reign of Z edekiah. T he J e,u.:s r~mained in 
captivity, till Cyrus took BabJlon, who was employ­
ed as an agenc from God to pun!fh the fins of 
B t!/hazzar. 

Mrs. Affable. lf the former pa!fage has alarm­
ed us, this may remove our fears. 'Tis bard to 
be more wicked than Manaj/eh. And yet as 
foon as he fincerely detefrs his crimes, God not 
en] y grants him .the pardon he begs, .but reftores 
him to the crown, for which he had· not made 
any infrance. It muft be owRed, ladies, that 
the greare.ft pleafure is to ferve a God fo good, fo 
mercifo·l. Mifs Molly, _give us your account of 
Beljhazzar. 

Mifs Mal!y. After Nehucbadnezzar had defiroyed 
the temple, he took all the facred ve!feJs with him 
to Bab_,.Jon. This great city was afterwards befieg­
ed l:1y Cyrus under the reign of Beljhaz-:z:.ar, who 
during the fiege, ga v-e a grand feafr to the Lords 
of his court, and towards the end of the enter­
,tai.nment, ordered the facred veffels to be brought, 
ml-t of which he drank, and made his courtiers 

and 
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~an'd concubines drink out of the fame. At the 
. fame time that thefe abominations were carrying 

on, the king obferved a hand writing upon the 
wall. His wile men and ai.l-ro1ogers were no~ 
able to give a:n interpretation of this myfi:erious 
writing -;i. . Some of the fianders-by informed the 
king, that a man, Danie/ by name, one of the 
·captive J ecws, was a perfon of .great - lmow leuge 
ahd :penetration, who had aJfo ex_plained fome 
things to his father Nehuchadnezzar, which appcar­
,ed very obfcure. Bel/hazzar fent for lJclllie!, 
who very freely explained the writing to him. 
'Fhe words were MEN-E M£NE, TEK EL, 
UPHARSIN. This i1 the interp1·etation of the thing , 
faid Daniel, MENE, God hath numbered th;· ki11gdom, 
and finijhed it. TEKEL, thou art 0weighPd in the 
balances, and art fau!fd ,wanting. P ERES , thy 
kingdom is di<Vided, and given to the J\1edes and Per­
fi.ans t. 

Ar the fight of the hand writing upon t11e wan 
the king was feized with fuch dread , that his 
knees :!truck one agai-n(l- another. The queen his 
mother hearing what had happened, caine down 
to the banquerting hall, aIJd reproached him w.itb 
his fears, which encouraged him, though Daniel 
had put him in mind of the chafi:ifement come 
upon his father Ne6uchadnezzar, whom God had 
condemned, when his heart was lifted up with. · 
p-ride, and puffed up with his power, to become 
like a brute for• feven years, to be fed with grais.,.' 

. and his body to be wet with the dew of heaven. 

'lfa :Scc,aufe the words might be read wjth many d-ifferent yowel1i1 
to the coHfonants, for thofe only appeared in the writing; _hut -
chiefly, for that every word was to be explained by a whole 
fentence. 

t Vide Daniel's Pr@phecy, chap, v, ver, z5, 26, 1-7, 28, 

V oL. II. F The 
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The liberty, which the prophet took, did not of., 
fend Belfhaz:zar ; but he gave his orders, and they 
cloathed Daniel with fcarlet, and put a chain of 
gold about his neck. That . very night Baby/°" 
was taken, and Be!fha~zar flain. Cyrn1, jointly 
with Darius CyaKares, his uncle, and his father­
in-law, fucceecled to the empire, and r~igned 
there . 

Lady Charlotte. I have long waited for this pe­
riod of time, as I am brought acqua-inred with Cy .. 
ruJ and Cyaxarn by the abridgment I have of uni­
verfal hifi:ory. 

· Mrs . Affable. 'Tis a real pleafure to fall in with. 
one's acquaintance. You fee, my dear, the bene­
:fit of an early application from a little one; had 
you fpent your .time in playing, whereabout would 
you be now, 
· Lady Mary. I do aifure you, Mrs . .Ajfahle, that 
fince I have begun with hifrory, I fcarce mind dolls ; 
l fuould be glad to exchange them for books. 

Lady Charlotte ... There's one thing in tha-t abridg­
ment, that puts me out of all patienceA 1\fany 
fiories .are mentioned, that are not to be found 
;there. Mama has given me feveral Yolumes of 
Rollin's Hiftory, where ihe tells me I fhall meet 
with all .thefe frories. I fet about reading them~ 
but there is fo much reafoning, and fuch a num­
ber of ,battles ; L~r.d ! it is quite tedious. 

Mrs. Affahle. Skip over the battles, my dear;. 
when you are a Jictle older, you will read the!ll 
over again. You have not all Rollin's hifrory; 
fady .Senfible ihalf repeat them to yoti. She had 
writ them all out he1felf, by that time ihe was 
ten. , 

Mifs Bella. , It is very h~ppy for the lady to 
know all thefe fine thin&s, I ihaU be trueJy. ob-

- . ~~d 
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Iiged to you, if you will give her leave to tell us the ftories relating to Cyrus and Cyaxares; I have a ,great mind to be acquainted with thofe princes. l\frs. Affable. She fhall, my dear, the .firfi time we meet; we make an end to-day of what con­cerns the Lacedemoiiians. - At our lafl: meeting we faid Lycurgus's defign was to form an invincible people, and that fhould make no conquefis. Lady Witty! How did he contrive to make them i11vin-,-cible ? 
Lady Witty. The ladies will pleafe to remember, that the children were brought up to fear no pain; .at the fame time they were caught to have a great­er dread of fhaming themfelves than of death. Now if a man had run away in battle, or forren• dered his arms, he would have been loaded with ig• nominy. He mufl: not be fcen any more at the public halls, where, we faicf, they took their meal s ; eyery one was free to jnfult him, to fpit in his face, and throw dirt at him. They avoided him-as the'y would an infected perfon,and.thofo thadhould fpeak to him were looked upon as infamous. Ey this­means the Spartans were a long time invincible _; they might indeed have defl:royed their common .. •wealth by killing alJ, but as long, as one kept alive, he would have ·defended himfelf, and never given up his arms. · 

Mrs. Affah!e. But how did he hinder tl1em mak• ing conquefts.? . 
Lady Witty. If the enemy took to flight, they ,never were 2.llowed to purfue. Befides they could , not make conguefl:s, as long as they obferved the Spartan laws. They had, you know, nothing hut .iron-money. Once they were out of Laconi_a-tbeir country, how could they purchafe neceifaries? 

F ~ Oth(}t' 
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Other nations would not have taken up ~ith their 
iron-money. _ 

Lady Chadotte. Yet they went far from their 
ro.unrry, when Xerxes came into Europe. 

Lady Witty. They did fo, alid I have made the 
fame reflection; I imagine, that as they fought 
wjrh other Greeks for the defence of .all Greece, 
they ~vere then furniihed with nece!faries .. 

_ Mi[sFi•i<VolouJ. Youfaid, tbat the Daves only 
,.,_ ere concerned in the feveral arts and profeilions. 
Being ufed fo ill they could ,riot have very great 
,trade -or commerce. Many of thofe fla ves very 
probably \vould never h.ave returned, if they had 
p_een ~llowed to trade abroad. 

Mrs . .Affable. Tbe Sp_artanJ had no trade; _ their 
country afforded all .necefTaries ; what was fup er­
fluous they wanted not; but had they defired any 
d1ing in .tha,t way, tbey were fupplied by foreign 
traders before L;-cui·gus's days; .after his Jaws, they 
never fee foot in the country. 

Mifs Bt·lla. Why, Mrs. Affable? Did Lycurgus 
r.rrnke any law ~gainff: their coming into Laconia? 

JVI,rs. A.ffable. Such a Jaw was needlefs. Mer­
!=·hants fend their goo~s about only for ·money ; as 
11othing b1,1t jron was to be brought from Sparta, 
t)1e-y w·~re fure rn come no more. Lyurgu.s had not 
only banifoed trade, _b11t arts and fciences, :i.rl

1
1ence 

proceeded that afpe_riry and harfhn.efs, whi.cn ap­
peared very confj_1icuouf1y in their virtues and-be­
havioru;. ln effect, as I l:iave explained to you, 
Arts ar.d fciences a_re the caufe _of luxury, and, with 
luxury,· 0ccalion imaginary wants and neceffities ; 
b1,1t ev~n thefe_ a,re links,-by which we are bound. 
~pd.en.gaged one ~o another, and laid un.der re£hain1= , 
with regard co thofe, whoieforvice or help may pe 
~f'ijl~ to u~. IV1ifs SothJ,_ tell us the fiory

1
you 
iay 



D I A L O G U E XVI. 125 

fiave read. You mentioned it at the beginning of 
our leffim . 

Jvfifs Sophy. There was a Turkijh emperor, w ho 
defired to be poffefied of the kingdom of Hu11ga ry , 
arrd to this en::i fent an em baffa dor to the ki n~, 
that reign·ed at th a-t time.· The embaffa(for , i nfL' ,td 
of coming with prefents, brought a con!~c.ieri:!Ll-e 
number of a-fies loaded v-.1 ith corn. Vlhen he :.ii- ­

ti ved at the Hungarian court, he ordered the foch 
to be untied, and the corn t o be lhot on t he g r0 LJn d ; 
a,nd aadreffing himfelf to the l:ing , if y oG will nc., r, 

-faid he, acknowledge the e mperor my mafk r ~g . 

your fovereign, he v..: ill fe nd as many foldic r.'.) inro 
· your country ,as you fee grain~ of corn be fore y0ti . 

The prince promiied he would give him an ~nl\V~l' 
the nex t m orning .; mean while he got togethci" :\. 
prodigious number of hens and chickens. They 
vrere brought to the place, and eat up all the corn. 
U-pon this the king f1,oke to the 'lurkijb embdfador, 
tell your mafier, iaid he, cha t my troops wil'l deal 
by· his, as m-y hens- and chickens have done with 

·his corn. As foon as the Turk received· this anfwer, 
he affembled a po werful army, an_d font his forces 
into Hung ary; b1Jt the ~ing, who was forewarned, 
had full t ime to pn~pare for his defence. A nar­
row and- very difficult defile was to be palled to 
-enter int:0 Hunga ry; the prince fpoi.led the road, and 
filled it .'up with fo many trees, that it was quite 
j.:n1pracl:icable; w:hereby t he Cfurk having put bi's 
t roops to excetiive hard duty, and ro ·no purpofo, . 
w as obliged to retire. 

W as not the T urkijh emperor a grea t oaf, Mrs. 
Ajfahle? If he intended to make himfelf mafter of 
Hun_~a,y , he fhould never have given any notice· 
of•his defign to that prince, nor time to L,e guard­
ed againft his attempt. Had he com~ on a fod-

1' 3- den 
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den without any intimation- of his intent, he 
would have found the road clear and ready; and 
nothing could have hindered him fucc-eeding in the 
en cerprifo. 

Lady Senjib!e. You don't reflect, dear coufin; is 
it lawful to attack a prince without declaring war 
firfi ~ 

Mifs Sophy. vVby, my dear? if Hu11ga 1y bclong­
e-.1 to him, could not he foize his own without any 
warning? VJhere could be rhe harm? 

Lady Senjibfe . That would have been againft the. 
l:rw ofnati&11s , and a niminal breach ofpublick fo­
c1ery. 

L1dy Vio!cnt. Pray, what i:, meant by the law of 
nati01n? I don•t ·underftand thofo t rms. 

Mrs. /Jjfc1ble . I will explain it to_you the Left I 
can, lt is the la-w of nature, Before any laws 
were made, men confiilted the law, which God 
had written in their hearts, to decide what wa:s 
jufi or w1juft. This 1a w being common ro all, 
w.-ts univer:faHy known,. and is to be obferved 
in all places. I will make it clearer by an ex­
r.in ple. 

Two nations are at war, and confeq~ently have· 
1:ight to deffroy their eJTcmies . One of th efe two 
tlelires to make peace with the ocher; how ihall 
this be fignificd to the 0th.er, when all corr efpon­
dence is interrupted? A provifion is nude to this 
end, by determining,. that at all times men called 
embafia.dors may be fenr, and that their per(ons 

' foal! befacred, that is, that they !hall be fafe from 
all danger, as tbey nre· cGmmonJy font either to 

· make, or to maintain peace fu.bfifl-ing between 
tliefe nations. The. law of nature fhews evident­
ly; that their perfons muPc be inviolably fafe, . 
without which. no one would undertake the com-

miffion.,. 
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tniffion, and go to the enemy. The interefl: of 
all nations requires their perions to be facred in 
this manner; and this is called the law of natiom. 
The fame l_i;l.w makes it neceffary, that the en1-
haffadors fhall- not abu[e the confidence repoied in 
them by. the nation, which recei ves them; :;i.nd 
here we have another branch of the law of nature. 
\Ve admit you amongfl: us, fays chis na tion, bc­
cauie you profef., coming with a good inteurion, 
and for our advantage. On this conclicion you 
are allowed to come into our cou ntry, and 
to be fecure of all harm; but if you impofc, 
and, infiead of endeavouring to · concert a peace, 
and agreement, you come to hurt the common­
weal th, you make a bad uie of our confidence, and 
violate the b w of nature, that is, the law of na­
e.ions ; an.d we can ju0:1y look upon you as an ene­
rn y, and de man i farisfa8:ion from your principals, 
and infifl: upon your being puniihed. 

The fafery and ,vrelfare of nation·s is the fouri .. 
dation of this law; and, from what has been 
faid, the fame 1a w enforces tbe neceffity of never 
allowing any nation to attack another without a 
vrev.ious declaration of war; othcrwife tbere coul_d 
be no quiet, and we fhould be no fafer at home, 
t han in a forefr among a company of robbers. If a 
prince may fall upon one treacherouCTy, he has t he 
fame right to attack al l the refr; a t this rate no 
one cot.i'ld be fecu re in the world . , All na rion s 
have agreed therefore , and ena8:ed by corn .. mon 
confent, that no power !hall wage war without 
declaring their in tention firPc ; and \vho break 
through this law offend all nations by th eir con­
tempt of -this public an-d received law, the law 
of nations. Now you take my me~rning, ladies, 
and you foe why the 'turk could not with honour at-

F 4 tack 
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tac~ the king of Hungary,. without previoufly de­
cJanng war. 

Mils Sophy . I am farisfied, M·rs. Affahle, and 
much afbamed of the wrong judgment I made fo 
hafliJy. 

Miis B ,lla. I am very forry, Mrs. A_ffahle, that 
you are a French woman; otherwife I would have 
rropofod a thought juft come into my head. 

!vfrs. A.ffable. Let us have your thought for a11• 
that;. you have my free confent. Probably it 
is fo;11erhin g againfi my country; in that cafe 
I mufr commend your. good breeding; nothing 
more unbecoming than to entertain a perfon with 

· offenfive reflections on his country; that is quite 
rutle and outrageous. Bur, my dear friend, here 

- . tbe ca.fe is altered; we meet to learn, and not to, 
g.ive offence; and • fo teil me freely what this 
thought is and all ethers, provided I am at liberty 
to contradiEt, when I ihall think you are in the 
wrong. Are · you willing it fhould be fo, my 
dear? 

I\ii[s Bella. Oh! to he fore, Mrs. Affable; . and 
J will te]J you honefily what I thought. I. am ferry 
for your fake, tha.t. the French have violated the 
1a w of nations in America, for 'tis g_enera11y faid, . 
that they began hoftilities there without any de-
·laration of war. "" 

l\1rs . .Affable. Indeed a]moft every:-bocly fays fo 
_in England1 but what is very_particular, my dear, . 
every body fays the contrary rn France ; and there 
they think' the fau lt lies on the fide of · the Englijb, 
and that they began the war without any decla­
ranon. 

lVIifa Bella. Tell me candidly, Mrs. Affable, who 
you think axe in _che rjght. , 

M.rs •. 
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J\1rs. Affa,hle. I a:ffure you, my dear, I know 
nc,th ing of it. I mufi: farther tell you I have 
never examineg the matter. Tbis is a point, \1,,-bere 
Jou can ne ver arrive at a certainty; if you were to 
read all chat is written on both fides, and, befides, 
you mutt be _ fore, that there is no miitake on eirhcr 
fide. But how can we be fore of this? For c:1is 
rea.foil I have refolved to fofpend my opinion, that · 
I may not be unjufi: to eiuer nation. _ 

lviiis Sophy. Since we are upon this fubje8: I mu{l:" 
give you rn y opinion ; and I have i-,een in chis way: 
o_f thinking for no fhort rime. I fay to myfdf; 
poor :Mrs . Affable mufic be fadiy perpiexe1; for, , 
iil foorc, you mui1 love your counrry , ;wd confe­
quencly wifh France may get the better; I am · 
very certain on the other fide, th at you love Eng­

land, where you have fo many fcholars, chat love 
-you entirely; you mu.ft be grieved, when we meec...­
with any difadvantage. How can you contriYe 
to reconcile thefe things? . 

. Mrs. Affable. Nothing ea lier, my dear; I am 
glad however, that you have put this quefi:.ion to. 
me, which favours me with an opportunicy to 
teach you, how you are to alt on foch occafi­
ons. But before I give you an anfwer, allow 
me to ask another quefiion. You don't know ' 
that your mama an-:i I are concerned in a Jaw­
fuit . There are in a purie one th,oufan<l guineas 
a lady left me at-her death. Your mama pretends 
that the purie belongs co her. Who do you vvifh. 
the pur1e to ? 1 

. . Mifs Sopby. f am quite puzzled. ,I am fore 
neither mama, nor you would advani:-e any thing 
againfr truth. Still f mufl: love mama more t1,an., 
yo-q; fo (you will excufe me, M-rs. AJtab!e) 1-
inuft willi her to ha ye -the purfe. 
, ~ · - P 5 Mifs: 
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Mi[s Molly. Well! as I have not the honour ter 
know my lady, I wi1h for JVfrs. Affable. 

Mrs . .Affable. I thank you kindly, my dear; but 
if after ~Jl the purfe did not behng, to met but to 
my lady, you wifh very ill for me; the re can 
be nothing worfe than being poffeifed of others 
goods. 

Mifs Molly. But if that money w·as not yours , 
u_ndoubtedly you would not defire it. 

Mrs. Affable. I truft I fhould not; but. the cafe 
is fo intricate, that we both pretend to be in the 
right. My lady locked up a purfe of one thou .. 
fand guineas in her buroe. lpnt in it at the fame 
juft fuch another with the like fom. Thieves ftole · 
one of the purfes. Nfy lady fays, they left hers· 
and that .!he knows her own pude very well ; I fay 
the fame of mine, which 1 think I know as well. 
How can the difference be cornpofed? 'Tis im­
pofiible; we are at Ia w; the judges will deter­
mine the ca-ufe. 

Mifs Rural. Mrs. Affable is quite right in faying1-
tl1at iris a rn.ofr pernicious thing to enjoy another's 
property; upon which I mufi wifh her to· be cafr if 
that purie is nor hers. 

I\ifrs. Ajfahle. That is rec\lly wifhing like a friend, 
wh9 loves me well. I love my country, mifs So­
phy, and as nothing ca n be more unfo rtunate, than 
an unjuft poffeffion of g.oods belonging to oth ers, 
I heartily wiih the· French to be wodl:eJ, if they 
claim what is not their own. 

J\1ifs Belia. If I am to judge as you do, I mufr . 
wi:fh the fame to England. 

Mrs. Affable. To be fore if you are a good 
common wealth's.:woman. Remember, ladies, that' 
it is not the extent of, but the title ·co poffeffi ·ons, 
whic-h makes \he hap1;ineis of empire$, To make . • . l:lD jufr 
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unjufl: acguilitions is the greatefl: misfortune that 
can ha ppen to commonwealths and kin gdom . 
As I am n·ot a judge of the juiti~e of the cauJe 
·bet ween the two nations, I cannot determine 
to -which I mu£1: wiih fuccefs. My r,rayer is, 
0 God, who knowefi which fide has a jufl: caufo, 
blefs that with viEl:ory ; never permit me to 
m eet with focceis, when I ihall attempt to 
wrong my nei.ghL our , eichcr kno wingly or thro' 
igno rance ; but rather let my pretenlions be de­
feated. G rant the fame favour to my country, 
my relations, fri ends, and to all thofe, for who,n 
I am more particularly concerned. 

I intended, ladies, to entertain you with a ftory, • 
but it is t oo long for the time we have today. 
L ady Cha rlotte has made a very pretty tale, which­
fhe. wiJl tntertain you '17ith. After that we mull: 
t-a1k about North Amerira, and at our morning's 
ipeeting you iball have the fiory I promifed. . 
· Lady Charloue. A merchant failed to the Wefi 

]~dies wid1 fuis wife;· he had g.ood foccefs and grew 
rich .; and after fame .yea-rs he took ihip to retur:n· 
t o France, bi.sown country. He had his ~ ife whl1 
hi m, t wo children, a •boy and a gir j. His fqn 
w as about four years of age, and named JohJ'J; 
his daughter (her name was Mar)) wa s a year; 
younger. vVhen they were half way of their paf­
fo gc, a dreadful fiorm came unexpeEl:edly; the 
pilot faid they were in imminent danger, as the 
wind dro ve them upon forne iflands, where they 
muH: of ncceili ty fuffer ihipwreck: The merchant 
upon this rock a Jarge and {'crong pfan·k, and fa CT:-cn~ 
edhis wife and t wo children tight toit; he wou!d­
alio have fixed himfe1f to the fame, . but he had 
not time ; for the fhip imrnedia teJy ft ruck upon · 
a r~ck, f_g lit iJJr· two; and aJl on board fell into -· - - .B ~- ~h~ 
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the fea. - The p.Iank with the wife and the ti.V(f' 
children kq~c · the fea like a little bo-a-t, and the 
wind carried them to an ifland. Th€ woman , 
umied the cords, a-nd made up into' the country_ 
wich ::he t\vo children. 

Now that they- were fafely landed, th'e mothet's 
firfr care was to thank God for her-and her chil­
dren's prefervation; bm fiilJ-fhe was -in great grief 
for the Jofs of her ht1fband ; b-elid€s fhe' apprehend­
ed·, th'.! t herfelf and her children mu/1 perifh with 
hunger in this ifland, or be devoured wi th wild 
beairs. She was going on wirh tb~fe melancholy 
thoughts, \vhen Hie difrovered ieveral trees loaded 
with fruit . She· took a broken bough and beat fome 

, of the fruit down, which fhc gave the children, and 
-of which fhe alfo eat. She advanced farther in 
hopes of difrovering fame hut; but ibe perceived, 
tbat fbe was upon a defart iiland. In her ,-,.;· ay ilie 

. , found a large hollow tree ; this fhe defigned to be 
her houi'e for that night. She Jay there with her 
children, an:l. the next day walked with t!:em as 

· far as they could ; fhe fa w ieveral birds-ne{h, 
and took the eggs ; but finding neither men nor 
dangercus beafts upon the ifland, fue was refolv-

, ed to fobmit to God's holy will, and do her befi: 
for the educ~tion, of her children. She had in 
her pocket-a new Teflament and a c_ornmo~ Pray- · 
er; {he ra.ught them to read ·out ot rhefe books, 

· and brought them up to the_ knowledge of their 
maker. Sometimes her fon \";9uH fay, mama, what 
js become of papa? ,vha t rna :le him t ~.ke us 

· from home to this ifiand? Won't he come for 
· us foon ? Children, the difconfola.te mother an­
. f we red with tears, your papa is gone to hca ven ;­
. but you have an0ther papa, that is our good God. 

lie i!. here, though _you foe l'iin not ; he it is, rhat 
. fond 

.-
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fends us fruit and eggs ; he will take care of us 
as long as we fhall love him with our whole heart, 
and ferve him faithfully. - When the children · 
could read well, they. were much pleafed with 
their reading, and talked of it the whole day. 
They were alfo very dutiful, and quite· obedient 
to their mother. 

At two years end the poor mother fell fick, and 
was aware fhe was drawing to her end ; ihe was 
very uneafy about her children, - but at Ja!t fhe 
"vas comforted with the thought , that God of 

- his goodnefs would provide for them. She }ay in 
the ho1lo\V of the tree, and calling her children , 
to her,· I am, faid -fhe, at the point of death, cleat' 
children, and you will be very foon orphans, and . 
without your mother. But remember, that you 
are not left alone, and that God will fee all that 
you a·re doing. Be fore to pray to him every 
morning and every night. Dear Jacky, take 
great care of your fi.fter Mol6, don't chide her, 
never ftrike her. Yon are bigger and frrnnger 
than fhe is ; you muft_ get frui_t and eggs for 
her ; ihe would have find fomethmg. to Molly, but · 
(there was no time for it) fhe died .. 

The poor children did not under.fl-an cl their mom · 
th:r, nor could they in1_a~ne what · fl1e meant by 
dying. V/hen :fhe expired they_ thought fhe· was 
fallen aileep ; they feared makmg the Jeaft . noife 
for fear of waking her. Jacky went to provide fruit, . 
aml after they had eaten the1r fopper they· lay by 
the hollow tree, and went to fleep• The next 
-morning they were much forprized, that tbetr 
mother was fiill afieep; they took her by th·e 
·arm to gee · her awake ; when they found . :fhe' 
gave them no ~rnfwer, they;. thought fhe- \i/as dif­
pleafed with them, they ~ried; thei l:iegg_ed p.ar-

. . . d on1 
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don, and prnrniicd to be very good and dutiruL A ll to no purpofe ; we may jmagine, though they coul d nor, tha t n o anfwer_could be had from their dead moth er. They continued fome days in tha 't ­-place, tiil the corpfe began to corrupt. One morriirrg Molly, wi rh· a great outcry called to Jacky, ah brocber ! faid fhe, here are worms eat, ing up poor-mama; t h.i s mufr not be foffered; le_t u s t:i.ke them off; come, help m e. J acky drew· near, hLI-t the !tench was fo grea t they coulrl. not fia y . there, buc 1ooke·d ou t another tree for their lodgings. 

The children obfcrved punB:uaiiy the direB:ion~ they received from their d yiiig m other ; no day pafied without-putting up t heir morning a:nd even:­ing prayers to God; they had read their books over fo often, thar they ba.d them by heart. 'Vl hen they had read their time our, th ey walked, or e1fe fat on the grafs; Jacky would fay to his fi-.fte r, I wefl remember, *when I was a very little one, tha t.I wa"S in a place, where w a s a num ber of great ,houfes, and many men; I had my nurfe, yon had yours; ­papa had fevernl fervanrs ; and yon and 1 wer,e finely dreffed. Pcrpa took us all on a fod c1 en into a houfe, that moved upon the wa ter, and after t11at, he very hafiily tied u s to a plank, and went himfclf-to the bottom of the fea , fro m whence he never came back. This is particula r, Molly an­fwered; but fin ce it was fo , it was God's will; you know he can do all thin gs . ' 
Jacky and Molly bad heen eleven years on thi~ i:i1and. As they were :fitting on the fr a-ihore one oay, they obforved feven tl bJack men co ming in a · boat to th·e illand. At fi dl: Molly was fri ghtened.,. and was for m aking her efrape ; but Ja cky cried ~ut,; fray, fifter1 don' t ;¥. OU lmow~ ~h,lr God oudr 

goo . 
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good father is heTe, and- win hinder thofe men 
from doing us any harm ? The blacks were fur­
prifod to ie~ rhefr childrer: of a different colour 
from them.ielves. They iurrounded them, and 
fpcke to them, but to no purpofe; J arky and 
Moll; knew nothing of their language. 'J ack1 took 
thefe fa vages to the place, where his motheF's re-­
mains Jay, and gave them an account how his mo­
ther ceafed to. ipea'k aH at once; but they under­
fiood as lirtle of his, as he did of their language. 
At length t.he black men fhew e<l them their l.JOat, 
and defired them by figns to Hep in. I dare nor; 
fays Molt;- , rhefe men frigbren me. Be of good. 
heart, fifl:er, faid Jacky, Pafa had forvants of · 
the fame colour; perhaps he is rerurned from his: 
voyac-e, and has fent them to find us out, 

They wenr on bGard the little veifol, which car­
ried them to an ifland not far diftant, and. inha­
bited by favages. They all received them very 
kindly; the king could not give over Jookina at 
Jillolly, and often put his hand to his urea ft t; let· 
her know he loved her. lvlo,ly and J ady- learned . 
their language very foon, and underfl·ood, tbat the 
inhabitants were at war w.ith the people of fame 
neighbouring H1ands1 that they eat tbeir prifon­
ers, and adored an overgrown ugly monkey, who· 
was attended by feveral favages, infomucb, that' 
the brother and friler were very fony for being 
among foch bad people . Meantime the king was 
re.fr>lved to make Molly his queen, who told her 
brother foe had rather die than be wed to this man; 
Ilecaufo heis ugly, replied Jack)'. No, faysihe, 
but becaufe he is wicked. D ont't you obferve,. 
that he has no knowledg'e of God, our good fa-· 
th er, and that, infl:ead of praying t11J him, he kneels. 
before that pgly beaft? B~c befi~e~ our book- ce11i 
~ - - ~ - - . US' 
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us we mufl: forgive our cnemi.es, and do good to 
them; and you ice, that infread of.this, he, like a 
wicked man, puts his p.rifoners to death, and de­
vours them . 

A th ought is some into my head, fays 7.ackJ-;­
if we ~ill this ugly monkey,, they will be convinc­
ed he is not their God. Let us do better, faid , 
Molly; our book fays, that God alway s grants what 
we ask with a good heart ; let us go down to our 
knees, a.1,1d beg· of God ro de.fl-ray the monkey; 
then you -will not ~e charged with i't, an d your 
life will be out of danger. 

Jacky th0ught his fifter reafoned well upon th e · 
matter; They both fell on th~ir knees, and faid­
aloud , 0 Lord, who can'fl: do whatever thou plcaf­
efl, vouchfafe, if it be thy good-will, to dell:roy this 
~onkey) that thefe deluded people may know 
their adoration is due t o ·thee, and -not to that ani­
inai. They were yet upon their knees, when they· 
heard a-dreadful outcry, and up.on inquiring what­
was the occ1tfion of it, they were informed, that 
the great monkey leap;ng off the tree, had broke 
Eis leg, and, it was thought, beyond any pofii li ility. 
of recovering. The favages, who took care of 
the mo.nkey now dead, and who were· a fort of 
p.riefis in his fervice, a!Iured _the king, that J aclj 
and Molly v_{ere the caufe of this difai1rous a cci-' 
dent, and rhat'.the nation cou ld never profi)_er, till 
the two white peopJe had adored their God . Jc 
was immediately. refo1ved, that a fac rifice fhould 
be offered to the new monkey they had · jufr chofen 
r·o focceed to the other, that the two whi te -peo­
p.le ihould affiil at the facrifi ce, and that Jilol(J 
:thould ~hen be efpouied to the king, I ut that jn 

iafe of refofa.1 -they ihouJd be bu:·nr afr.,e wi th tl1 e 

boo~s v/hkh they. ufed, , to perform their enchant-
. - mrnts . 
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mefltS. Molly was informed of the refolution taken, 
and as the priefts reproached her with caufing the 
death of the monkey,. fhe made this anfwer, lrnd 
I, fa.id ihe, . occaiioned the death of your monkey 
I muft, you cannot: difpute it, be more powerful 
than he; it rnuft be rhen an extrer:ne degree of 
fo11y for me to adore one, that is not above me. 
The weaker muf1: yield to the irronger, .and co~­
fequent1y I fhould rather be adored by the mon­
key, than he by me. However I will not deceive 
you; it was net I that killed him,. but our God, 
who is the mafter of all created beings, and with­
out whofe permiffion you cannot hurt a hair of my 
head. Thefe words highly exafperated the favages; 
they tied. them fafi to piles of wood, and were pre­
pa red to fet fire to them, when they heard, that a 
great number of their enemie: were come afhore. 
They all ran to fight the invaders, and were over­
come. The victorious enemy cut the cha.ins of the 
victims deftined to the flames, and carried them 
to their iilands, where they became fla ves to the 

-king of the country . They were daily at hard la­
bour from morning till night ; they faid . they mu_{l: 
be faithful fervants for God's fake, and believe, 
that they ferved our Lord, fince their book direct­
ed them to act in that manner. 

lVIean while thefe favages were frequently en_. 
gaged in wars, and, like their neighbours, they 
devoured their prifoners . On a certain occafion 
they took a great number ; for they were very 
warlike and fiout . Among the prifoners was a 
white man, and the favages feeing him very 
Jean determined to feed him, and fatten him 
for their eating. He was kept chained in a hur, 
and Mally was charged with the care of bringing . 
him. what he was to eat. As fhe knew that h_e 

was,; 
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was foon to be eaten by the fa vages, :fhe had· ~ 
great compailion for him, and ca!hng her forrow­
ful eyes upon him, fhe lifted up her heart to 
God, my God, fai d fhe, and my father, have mercy 
on him! T his white m an, who was fo rprifed. with 
th e fight of a w oman of the fame colour as him-· 
felf,,.vas much more fo when he heard her fpeak bis 
O\ rn language : and pray to one G od. V/ho taught 
y ou to fp ::ak French, fa id he, and to know God? 
I did not krw w before this, fl1 e fa id, the name of the 
language I ~11eak; my mothe r fp oke it and taugh t 
it me; as to God we have two books, from w hich 
we have Jearned much about him, and we pray 
to him daily. 0 heavens!' the man cried our, 
is it poffilile? Bur, pray young woman, could 
not you let me fee thofe books ? I have not th em 
here, but I will call my bro ther; he keeps the 
books, and will let you fee th em . She went our, 

· a.nd foon after came back with Ja ck and the books. 
The white man opened the books with-fome con-· 
eern, and finding on the firfi leaf, th is book be­
longs to Johrr Mau1-ice, he broke out with thefe 
words, ah dear children! have I lived to fee you0 

once more? rome, embrace your fath er, and'! 
with you may give me i.o rne account of your 
mother. J i.uky anti Molly fe ll into their- farh er's 
arms in a flood of tea rs of joy; at Jafl: Jad.J 
b egan to :lpeak,. my hea rt, faid he, tells me you 
are my fathe r; yet I don't know, how 'tis poi­
:f.ibJe ; for my m oth-er fai d you went to the bot rom • 
of the fea, and now, by what I unclerfiand, I am 
fari s.fied, that no one can live there or return 
thence. It -is t rue, faid -che man ; I aB:ually fcJI 
into the fea ; but catching hold of a plank I ca me 
fa fe ly a. In.o re in an ifla nd, arnJ concluded y ou 
were lofi. Jacky gave then a P.a rticular acccunt of 

all 
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a11 that he could remember; the white man wept 
bitterly, when he found that his poor. wife was 
dead. M1lly was all in tears, but for another rea­
fon. Al-:1s ! fhe cried out ; what avails it to us to 
have m et again with our father, if in a few days 
he is to be f1aughtered and devoured? We muft cut 
his chains, fa.id J ady, and e!c:ape into the woods. 
What can we do thel'e, faid John Maurice? The 
fa vages will foon catch us, or eJfo we muft fl:arve 
with hunger. Leave it to me, fays Molly, l have an 
infallJ.ble means to fave your life. 

With this fhe left her father, and went imme­
diately to the king. \Vhen fhe came into rhe roy­
al hu r, fhe threw herielf at his feet, Lord, fuid fhe, 
I have a great favour to beg of you, will you pro­
mife to grant my requeft ? .More than that, the 

- king anf\v':!red, If wear, I \Vil 1. Then, faid Jl1ol~", , 
you mufl: know, that the wbice man you have _com­
mitted to my care, ismy fatberancl Jachy's. You 
have determined, that he fhall be eaten, I aru. 
romc to lay before you, that he is old and lean,.and. 
that he cannot be very good meat; But I am young 
and plump, and I hope that you will eat me infi:ead 
of hims all the favour 1 beg befides is, that I may 
be allowed a week to fee, and be \Vith him, before 
I die . Really, fays the king, you are fo good a. 
girl, that I would not for the world you fhould die. 
You and your father both {hall live. l\1oreover r 
muH: tell you, that a iHp comes yearly with white 
men to whom we fell our prifoners; we expecl it 
foon, and you fl1aJI have my leave co Jepart. 

Molly gave the king her mo.fl humble and grate- . 
fol thanks; £he alfo thanked God, who had in/pjr. 
ed the king, and moved him to compafiion. She 
ran with the good news to her father, and fome 
days after the Jhip mentioned by the bfack king . 

came 
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. came to the road, and {he went on board with her 
father and her brother. They landed in a large 
ifland inhabited by Spaniards. The governor of the· 
iOand hearing this adventure of Molly's, faid-to him­
felf, this young woman is not worth a groat, and 
is exrremeJy fun-burnt; but is fo, good and virtu­
ous, that :fhe can make a hufband happier than riches 
and beauty .. He propofod the match to her father; 
John Jdaurice gave his conient ; the governor was 
foon married to ber, and he made a match between 
a kinrwoman of his and John Maurfre's fon ; they 
lived nry happily in rhe iflan-:l, and often refleB:--

. ed with wonder on the myfrerious and \\•ifo Provi­
de.nee of God, . who only permitted the daughter 
to be a Dave as a m eans to !a.Ye her fa ther' s life. 

Mrs. Affable. I affure you, dear Jady Charlottt, 
that this pretty ra~e has affected me ver y much. 
What do you fay Jady Lucy ? . 

Lady Lucy . In my opinion of thi s tale, there is 
not one needlefs circumftance, and the whole of 
it is wonderfully adapted to raife our confidence in 

.God, and to promote in us a true love of our dta-ty. 
The lady has alfo fo_un.d ~-way to give us a great 
fhare of concern for nvo mnocent perfons. This, . 
I think, is sll that can be expefl:ed in a tale. 

l\1rs. Affable. Yes indeed, . lad ies. Lady Lucy has 
very judiciouily placed in one point of view all the 
qualities reqmred in a fiction, that is, in tales and 
fables. Remember rhefe well. I would have you 
follow iady Charlotte's example, and compofe fome ­
thing. This will form a fiile, and accuft:0m you tp 
·write your chou0hts in fom e order; hut that you 0 ,. • 
may fucceed in your compo11no11s,you mufr a t once 
bo th infl:rutt ~nd p1eafe. Thofe ladies amongH you, 
that can not make a little fiory muil: wrire letters. 
N othina is fo unbecoming in a lady as not to know 

Q h . ow· 
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ho,v to exprefs herthoughts in writing; but to have 
.a facility in this vrny they muit accufrom themfclves 
eariy to the pra.ltice. Our Jefion has been fo long 
to day, that we mufi put off geography to another 
mee9ng. 

Lady Lcui/a. I won't forget the fiory Mrs . .Alfa~ 
ile has promiied to prove, mat there is no prob.icy 
or worth without religion. 

l\1rs. Affable. We will begin our next with that 
fiery; but however take .r.otice, that, by a great 
chance, a perfon without religion may frill preferve 
his probity and worth. We have a natural love 
of virtue, and this is feen in thofe, that are not at 
..all virtuous; but the difordered love of our [elves 
inclines us to depart frc,m virtue, wherever we find 
it neceffary to gratify corrupt nature. But feveral 
circumi'tances may concur., where a man will not 
:find any occafion for vicious aB:ions. to obtain the 
fatisfaclion he has in view. Here he continues a. 
man of wort11, where he has no i.nterefi to be other-

. wife, and becaufe no one is wicked without fome 
view or other. The fiory I have promifed will 
prove, and fhew at the fame rime, that, if only 
religion .can maintain unalterabJ~ worth and pro­
bity, nothing but religioli can procure true happi­
.nefs, and fuch as iball'not depend upon the various 
incidents of life. 

- The End of the Second Volume. 
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