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TO LADY
Sophia CAR T ER E T,

Mapawm,

¥ H IS addrefs to your Ladyfhip muft

8 not pafs for a fulfome dedicatory
epiftle. Thofe performances facred to flat-
tery neither fuit you nor me. Theinter-
courfe I have fo long had the honour of
with you, has always been carried on
with truth. °Tis the only language you
approve, and the only language fit to be
ufed by me. There is room for an am-
ple dedication; I might enlarge on your
illuftrious anceftors, and make their merit
yours, which you would reje¢t with {corn.
You know better than any perfon, that
virtue, to deferve commendation, muft be
perfonal; and I am too well acquainted
with your thoughts on this {ubject to em-
ploy “this common #gpic.. 1 could with
juftice fpeak of your talents and happy dif-
pofitions and had I lefs regard or aflection
for you I might perhaps yield to a tempta-
tion that is not altogether uncommon. But
my heart guides my pen, and will not per-
A2 mit
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mit me to offer any thing to you that is not
ufeful. 13t |
The gifts of nature, ‘which you are bleft
with, are an early promife of that true
merit, which has a juft title to praife.
From your firft fetting out, - before you
knew what reflection and thought was, I
obferved with pleafure, that you reafoned,
as it were, by inftinct, and {poke like the
moft rational perfons. Your underftand-
ing and your will are fo clear and found,
that you never miftake in a point of juftice,
and feldom in indifferent matters. But, Ma-
dam, thefe happy difpofitions are in you,
but beftowed on you by a bountiful hand ;
and I muft defie your ladyfhip to, p: aife
that infinite and beneficent being, who
has been fo liberal to you, and at the fame
-time to refle¢t, that the rigour of the ac-
count, you are to make, increafes in
proportion to the bleflings you have receiv-
ed. Your tendernefs and coxrpaﬂion which
gives you a fellow-feeling for the diftiefled,
and fo much pleafure when you can con-
tribute to their relief, thefe and other
happy difpofitions are not from yourfelf,
you have received all from zabove. 1
might commend your improving the ta-
Jents ‘iatrufled with you 3 “but if you will
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refle& upon your education, the daily ex-
amples you have from thofe that are dear-
et to you, you will be fill farther “con-
vinced, that you have nothing to boaft,
The day will come, when after you are lefz
“to yourfelf, the world will attribute what it
admires in you to your conduét, You mult
be prepared for that time; and in your
preflf:nt hapoy fituation, where every €ir-
cumitance of life dire@s you tc virtue, be
fteady in the love of righteoufnefs; that
in the midt of a corrupt world you may
ftill ind, as you now do, that you are
hurt and offended by every thing thatap-
pears to be a fuggeftion againft the laws of
morality. Preferve with care the refpect,
you in fome manner took in with your
miik, for chriftianity; and dare to be,
what a degenerate world glories in not be-
ing, a Chriftian. Never forget that the
ftock of good nature, which influences your
whole deportment, is a call from heaven,
which defigns you for a mother of the
poor. Your correfpondence with this high
vocation will truly deferve praife; but
never forget, that praife is the bane of vir-
- tue, and whatever pitch thofe virtues may
be carried to, of which the happy begin-
nings open fo agreeable a profpect in your

A 3 perfon,
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perfon, repeatinceflantly in your thoughts:
Wby fhould I glory 2 What is there that 1
bave not received 2

This piece of juftice, due to God your
benefactor, and to yourfelf, will be the
means to preferve Chriftian virtues, which,
from the moment that we attribute them
with impiety to ourfelves, difappear and
leave the foul.

A young lady, who has the honour of
being related to your ladythip, upon hear-
ing that ] had given her charater amongft
thofe 1 offered to the public in the young
Ladies Magazine, reproached me very fharp-
ly: What, faid the, was I to receive the mor-
zal poifon of flastery from the bands of Madam
de Beaumont ? The lady pretended, that [
had not done her juftice, and had flactered
her in the charadter I had drawn for her.
1t may be, Madam, that in {fketching out
your portrait I have not thought to ateri-
bute to you all that is faid on your ac-
count. But fuppofing, that as you fay the
copy is perfeéter than the original, you
muft conclude, my intentiod was to pre-
fent you with a pattern that might {pirit
up all your endeavours to be what you are
not.

I make
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I make the fame compliment to yourt
Jadythip. You are perfonated by lady Sen-
Jible in the following dialogues. 1f my
refpeétful inclination for you, has impofed
upon me ; if I have, without intending 1,
fet off the copy with graces that are not-in
the original, you muft take care to recti-
fy. the miftake, and make the original fo
like the copy, that not the Jeaft feature may

be miffed.
[ am, with due refpect,
Madam,
Your Ladyfhip’s
Moft obedient and

Moft humble Servant,

Le Prince de BEaumonT.






ADVERTISEMENT.

T H E favourable reception, the Mi[fes Maga-

zine has met with in his Majeity’s domi-.
nions, and abroad, has determined me to publifl
a Magazine for Young Ladies.

The moft dangerous of all the. ftages of life in
my opinion comes on about fourteen or fifteen.
About that age a young lady is entered into the
world, and takes a kind of new being. All the
paffions kept under reftraint i the ftate of infancy
begin to appear, and to plead in their favour the
example of the new acquaintance, with whom:
they have begun to rank. Though a young Jady
fteps into the world with the beft education, there
is too much reafon to fear, that the beft impreffi-
ons will be erafed by others that fucceed themy
and are formed from the eorrupt and dangerous
maxims, which they foon hear. But every thing
is to be feared, when a young lady brings along
with her into this new world paflions either flat-
tered or not curbed, a total ignorance, and, te
fay no worfe, puerile prejudices, dhe mutt ine-
vitably be ruined.

As The
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The world is furprifed at the increafe of the
numbers of {o many defpicable women ; but, un-
der the favour of a moment of reflexion, there is
far greater reafon to be judicioufly furprifed, that
there are flill fo many virtuous.

Let us flop our ears againft the 'inceflant
panegyrics that felf love lavifhes upon us. Let
us enter into our felves, and own ingenuoufly,
that we have the root of all vice within our-
felves, an efteem of all imaginary good things,
an averfion to all reftraint with a love of liberty,
that borders upon libertinifm. Under all thefe
difpofitions to difeafes, that are like to prove mor-
tal to the foul, we venture into an infeéted air
without any precaution or prefervative. How can
we wonder at fo many unfortunate falls, that
ftrike and terrify the fpectators ?. Iknow, that
fome common places have been repeated over and
over, and, if you will, to young women that have
had the worft education. A diforderly woman is
elways defpifed. Tis neceffary to be godly and re-
ligious, a decorum mufi be obferved. Virtue alone
can make us eficemed and bappy. The weakeft
governefs has thefe maxims always in her mouth ;
the repeats them without thought to a girl, who
hears them without any knowledge of their mean-
ing. Some, I will not difpute i, apply them-
delves with a very good intention toinculcate thefe
principles, by a frequent repetition, to thofe un-
der their charge. But, "with all their endeavours
to compals this laudable defign, they generally
aiifcarry in as much as they do not know, and

con=
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confequently cannot teach them, ‘that the fteps.
that lead to a fault are not the fault itfelf, tho’
they are very dangerous and often criminal. An
offence is held in horror, and if it made its firft
appearance barefaced, moft young people would
be guarded againft danger. But what are the
fteps that lead to diforder 7 Imprudence, curiofi-
ty, levity, want of attention. Young ladies muft
Jearn this leflon ; they muft have it frequently re-
peated 5 they muit be alarmed with their examples,
who not acquainted with the danger have found it
fatal to their lofs. But let us fuppofe you have con-
vinced them; do you find that the profpect of fo
many dangers feizes them with fear and horror ?
And yet the greateft difficulty remains,andit is this.
"They muft be farther convinced,that neither theig
dread of evil, nor their own prudence, even un-
der the watchful care of parents, can bear them
fafe out of danger, and that they muft inevitably
perith, unlefs they are armed and preferved with
thofe helps which religion procures. This is not
all. The helps, which religion affords, muft be
analyfed and laid out in their full light. The firft
view difcourages and gives a fhock to nature ,
but the coarfe veil muft be taken off, and prejus
dice removed to fatisfy them, that the yoke of the
ofpel is light and eafy ; and they muft be made
fenfible of this great and important truth, that i#
is eafier and lefs difficult to {fubdue, than to fatisfy
our paffions. They muft, I add, feel and fee that
though their fouls were not immortal and nothing
to be feared or hoped in another life, it woukld
be their intereft to be virtuous, fince virtue is the
only
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“only means to alfeviate evils, which cannot
be avoided in this life. But this is a tafk far a-
bove the generality of governefles; and it is a
queftion whether the mothers of young ladies are
better qualified for this arduous truft; they that
fhould lead the way and dire¢t the governefles.
Many are more ignorant than thefe laft, more un-
fettled and lefs moral. Their examples'and their
maxims are at perpetual variance. Here a mo-
ther by an excefs of feverity locks. up from. herfelf
the héart of a daughter, which a young lady opens
to a confident, or a fervant maid, and engages
in a procefs of life, where every ftep is ruin. There
another with an ill-timed condefcenfion fears, that
mifs’s health may be prejudiced, if the meet with
any contradition,-and chufes to let all things go
as they may rather than fuffer any reftraint from
the means,which would keep-a proper balance be-
tween feverity and' weaknefs. Another by her ill-
guarded difcour(e difcovers the little value fhe fets
upon chriffianity, and prepares her daughter not
fo much to admit,as eagerly to ingrofs all that fhe
hears, or reads in. impious books, too many in
number, and which: tend to make every thing
doubtful, even the fundamental truths of religion,
and the divine infpiration of the fcriptures. Ina
word, the generality of parents. are fo taken up
with the world, gaming, public fhews and page-
antry, that they want time to engage the confi-
dence of their daughters 3 and, though they fhould
have this leifure, they are utter flrangers to
the means, by which they might fucceed in this
neceflary undertaking ;, and know not how to

make
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make ufe of that confidence,when they are happi-
ly arrived at this term fo much to be defired by
parents. '

From what has been faid there is too much reafon
to conclude that young perfons are ablolutely, or
very near, in want of neceflary helps to efcape
the dangers, which accompany the ravings or in-
fatuation of adolefcency ;. fince we feldom meet in
a governefs, and even in parents, with the qua-
lities requifite to form their underftanding and
their hearts.

The major part of my readers, who have not
fo much as an idea of right education, and of
the talents neceflary for that important purpofe,
will look upon this as a paradox.. But I repeat
it here, after many repetitions, and fhall continue
to do fo whilft I live, that education does not con-
fift in the acquifition or culture of talents, nor
in an exterior appearance and outward fhew ;
and yet what is called the beft education goes
no farther. When a young lady of fourtcen or
fifteen is to be brought up, the end propofed isto
form a Chriftian, an amiable wife, a tender mo-
ther, an attentive houfekeeper, and a common-
wealth’s-woman, that may be a pleafure, and
what is more, an advantage to focicty, But let
us repeat it once more, what care, what pains,
and how many talents are neceflary for the mo-
mentous tatk ! The greateft attention, and the
moft confummate experience fcarce fuffice to at-
tain this great end. ' :

I have
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I have faid that a young lady of fifteen muft
be trained up a Chriftian. The propofition will
meet with general applaufe, and, as toterms, it
fubfifts in the common ideas ; but few take the

fenfe and meanine. This fort oflangu'age 1S not

=)

underftood, and I fhall be ridiculed by moft of
my readers. I fhall be well off; if I am only
taken for an extravagant woman, and if they
dor’t pretend to find fome poifon in a do&rine,
which cannot be imputed to me, but through
want of attention to the gofpel where T found it.
And it may be no misfortune to be claffed among
the methodifls, a fet of men little, if at ally
known to me. But I muft once for all declare
my mind on this article.

The gofpel contains two parts, the firft dogma-
tical, and this relates to fpeculative truths; the
fecond praltical, and that relates to our morals.
The firlt are to be believed, the fecond to be
pradtifed. ThatI may keep up to the plan which
I have propofed to myfelf, in fome things that are
purely dogmatical I thall barely quote the facred
text without any comment, glofs or interpreta-
tion. And I defire that the fame queftion be
atked about the young Ladies Magazine, as was
afked about the Miffes. What are the author’s
fentiments concerning dogmatieal points @ What
communion does the author follow € But my opini-
on as to moral points fhall be clearly decided. It
will be thought fingular, and to be carried too
far, That will not be my fault,

I was
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T was afked the other day whether I could not
moderate my opinion : that rigor of doétrine dif-
courages many *. A rich man has means to be-
nefit others as well as himfelf. A rich man muft
be happier than a poor man. - If difciples of this
world were to be formed, this doctrine would be
readily admitted, but it muft be profcribed
amongft the difciples of Jefus Chrift. Riches are
not an advantage, unlefs they are employed for
the ufe intended by providence, from whom they
have been received in truft for the indigent ; nay
the rich ceafe to be difciples of Chrift, when they
don’t difpenfe their wealth to that end. Riches
otherwife miflead the heart, and incline it to an
immoderate purfuit of eafe, the love of fuperflui-
ties, and too violent a tie to this world. Cares,
folicitude, fears and fufpicions, ina word all the
difficulties of falvation face the rich man, that has
an exceflive affe@ion to his wealth. Iknow and
I have declared that the words of our Lord are
only to be underftood of the rich, who love their
wealth criminally, and with prejudice to the du-
ty they owe to God and their neighbour; but
this is not enough to quiet the fears of the virtuous
rich man, who has juft reafons to dread being
weighed down by cupidity. I cannot difguife the
truth ; naked truth is beft; otherwile it fuffers
{fome diminution. Befides, my young ladies are

* Thofe words, blefled are the poor, and many
others, are not to be taken in the [lricl Jenfe of the
Letter, .

bropght
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prought up to repeat the gofpel; that muft be
done faithfully ; the text muft not be altered,

Providence difpofes of the feveral conditions of
life according to the divine plan for the'ends in-.
tended. We have every one our refpe&ive em-
ploy, which, whatever it coft us; muft be faith-
fully dlfcharged T'he fame providence has fixed
my "Ration, and to enable me for the acquitting
of the great duties of this poft has entrufted me
with fome talents, and has procured me the con--
fidence of the public as a means to facilitate the
forming of young perfons. I fhould incur the
difpleafure of God ; I fhould not correfpond to
my call, if the fear of weak cenfureo with-held:
my pen. I have an opportunity of mﬁnuatmg,'
the fpirit of Chriftianity into the hearts of my"
young readers. , Their minds have not received

other impreflions, and are not preoccupate,
If there thould be fome influence of worldly max-
ims, the impreflion can be but prerﬁmal And.
therefore let us make hafte .to imprint in their
hearts the wholefome maxims of Jefus Chrift with
deep and lafting characters.

But who hinders-you, they fay ? Are we againft
our daughters being brought up to good morals ?
Muft we be concluded no Chriflians becaufe we
are no bigots? We defire you to bring up our
children ; pray, make them women of worth and
honour; but do not puzzle their brains with ex-
travagant maxims-; let them not copy after lord
fuch-a-one, nor lady .. .. ... I donot intend

or
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or defire they fhould follow any one’s fteps but
thofe of Fefus Chrifl 5 but I cannot make them .
fuch perfons as you defire and of fuch virtue as
thall be proof againft all trials, unlefs I make
them perfe@ Chriftians. The degree of their
religion will be the ftandard of their worth, ho-
nour, prudence, and of their attention to their
refpective duties. I muft bring them to look up-
_on their falvation as an important affair, their
greateft, their only affair. 1 will give them to
“underftand, that they are only created for that
enid ; and that the wealth of the whole world
will avail them nothing, if they have the misfor="
tune to lofe their fouls ; laftly, that they need on-
ly comply faithfully with the duties of their re-
fpe@ive ftates, in order to afcertain their falvati-
on. Is not this the intereft of parents, hufbands,
their offspring, their domeftics, and withal the in-
tereft of the public ? This pleafes you; it muft
pleafe all the world. But you cavil about the
means ; 1 beg they may be left to me: one
word more and I have done: Do you defign to
bring them up bigots ? Sufpend your opinion ; be
not alarmed ; read this little book to the end ;
and obferve what I mean by a bigot, and per-
haps in the main we fhall not difagree. Then it
may turn out, that T fhall have no adverfaries,
but thofe who make a trade of devotion, that is,
who through ignorance of hypocrify have {ubfti-
tuted bigotry in the room of true piety. And
let this fuffice, that gentlemen and ladies of the
world may cool their paffion, and difmifs imagi-
nary fears, Let them know, that I have the
z utmoft
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utmoft horror for falfe-devotion ; thatI will be as
great an enemy to falfe devotion, as I am to irre-
ligion; and that I take the former to be more
dangerous 3 and you young ladies, who feek to be
truly happy, be affured, that I will point out the '
way that leads to it, and which you will find ea-
fier as you advance. Take this book, read, me-
ditate, and confider the contents, after which you
thall be, witl my confent, at liberty to make your . |
own choice,

Divine and holy fpirit | Paul planteth, Apolls
watereth, but thou alone giveft the increafe. Di-
ret my pen; prepare the minds and hearts of my
young readers; without thee my words will be
but empty founds that firike the ‘ear; for thow
~ only can’fl touch the heart.

Some: new charaflters are introduced in this
Magazine. Were they imaginary, others might
have been pitched upon ; but perhaps thefe are
as well fitted for my defign. I copy from nature,
my young people furnith me with all forts of
originals, and this abridges my work very con-
fiderably; and I am net without hopes that it
will alfo make it ufeful, In a dozen charaQlers
that I have chofen, I point out the general me-
thods to be followed by thofe, wha undertake the
inftruction of youth. "Fhere are none of their
fcholars but what may be reduced to one or other
of the charaters prefented here ta the public.
"T'he fhades which make the difference are almoft
imperceptible and cannot be obferved without

the
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the greateft attention; and yet this difcovery is
of the greatelt confequence, of which the fol-
lowing inftance is a fignal proof. The Lady,who
goes by the name of Lady Fiolent, was but four
years and a half old when the was configned to
my hands. She did not underftand 2 word of
French, and had with a capacity far above her age
very ftrong paffions, which by the indulgence of
her nurfe were grown quite ungovernable. I
faw plainly at the fecond vifit 1 made, how un-
profitable and troublefome my leffons were. 1
was very fenfible, that the child not only detefted,
bt had reafon to detef¥ me ; ‘and her zverfion to
me in proportion to her wit was the more
grounded and rational ; fhe was tired with re-
peating words without any meaning 3 the difguft
{he had taken againft the French language re-
fle€ted on me; and as I was not able for want of
languzge to argue the point with hery I had no-
hopes left of feeing any abatement of the re-
puznance fhe had to being taught, I begged fhe
might have a French Governels; it was allowed
and very luckily a prudent perfon was found for
the purpofe. I continued my leflons for a whole
winter, and very tedious they proved to the young
Lady. She told me without ceremony, that fhe
hated me. Had I not been fure that fhe was'
miftrefs of a great wit and a good heart, I thou’d
have given up all hopes, but when you have
thole good qualities to deal with, you may depend
upon fuccefs fooner or later in this kind of en-
terprife. I went on very regularly and loft three
hours every week, and her parents had the good
fenle
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fenle not to think their money loft. The next
year my charge was in a way that fhe would
hear me. Her averfion diminifhed tho’ not very
perceptibly. Itook care alwaysto commend, when
a proper occafion offered, and winked at finaller
faults, that I might not be under a neceflity of re-
primanding. This mcthod had very good effech,
The child owned that fhe began to abate in hey
diflike of me; at laft the was glad to fee me and
defired to have longer leflons. May this example
be of fervice to thofe who meet with fuch a cha-
racter! Children of this turn are only to be guided
by reafon ; it requires much prudence to bring
them toa fenfe of their own advantage ; and if
violent means were to take place, no good could
come of it; very great progrefs is made among
fuch charagers with a feeming lofs of time. The
method which met with fuccefs here would have
been the ruin of an indolent child, or of an in-
different genius.  The laft are to be treated with
kindnels, tho’ with lefs condefcenfion; but I
fhould never make an end upon this fubje&t; and
for farther fatisfaction on this point I muft difmifs
my reader to the work itfelf,

The firft flage of adolefcency is not the only
time, that young Ladies want help and inftrution,
the laft decides for life, as they then chufe a flate,
Hence their Magazine muft take in all the pre-
cautions neceflary to enter upon a married ftate
or to determine for a fingle life. Endeavours
muft be ufed to lay before young perfons the in-
conveniencics, the dangers and the advantages of

a ftate,
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a ftate, which they are no longer at liberty to
change for another; and laftly young Ladies muft
be guarded by proper advice againft the im-
moderate defire they have and the pains they take
to appear agreeable, which they pretext under the
fpecious fhew of being neceflary to arrive at a
proper fettlement. Nothing fhall be forgot that
can anf{wer the ends propofed in this work ; and
I'fhall think my pains well beftowed, if it prove
ufeful to the young perfons, for whofe advantage
it is undertaken,

* Some will think, that the morning inftruions
to be given here are too ferious for ladies from
fifteen to eighteen years of age. - But, to fatisfy
this objection, I need only acquaint my readers,
that I have merely writ down the converfations
thatrhave pafled between me and my fcholars;
and experience has taught me that thofe inftruc-
tions are not above their reach. Among my young
people there are children of twelve years of age
that will not let a  fophifm be pafled upon them
for a fyliogifm, and they will tell you very gravely
of a book they are reading : The author bas taken
leave of his fubject ; he fays very weak things. His
principle is falfe ; bis inferences muft be fo. What
is more my young ladies will prove it.  We dont
frame a true judgment of the capacity of children ;
nothing is outof their reach, if they are taught by
little and little to form an argument, or rather to
difcourfe on a fubjeét. Now-a-days ladies read
all forts of books, hiftory, politicks, philofophy
and cven fuch as concern religion, They fhould

there-
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therefore be in a condition to judge folidly of
what they read and able to difcern truth from
falfhood.  Before I refolved to publith any thing
concerning this matter, [ tried two years fuc-
ceflively what young ladies were capable of, and,
after repeated trials, was fully convinced, that we
are all born-geomegters, and that it is no fuch bard
tafk to bring foon to light and to difplay the con-
nate geometrical ideas of children twelve year
old. To give ftill farther fatisfa&tion tothe reader,
nothing fhall appear in this work, that was not
well underftood by eight young ladies of that-age.
Their objections fhall be repeated as they made
them ; if they are found too much above their
years, the blame muft not fall upon me but the
young ladies; who have too much wit for their
age. But as I write chiefly for their benefit, I
cannot be difpenfed from writing what, I know,
is agreeable to them, and no ways above their

reach.







N AMES of the LADIES introduced
in the following Dialogues.

Lady SENSIBLE, f

Lady WirTy, were Charalters of the
Lady TEmPEST, Mifles Magazine to
Lady CuArLOTTE,/ which the Reader is
Lady Mary, referred,

Mifs MoLLy,

Mifs SorHiA, 12
Mifs BELL A her
younger Sifter, 11
Mifs Rurat, 14
Lady VioLEnT, 8

Mrs. AFFABLE, ) Years of Age.
Lady Louisa, 17
Lady Lucy, 18

Mifs ZiNwa, 18
Mifs FrivorLous, 18
Lady SINCERE, 1%
Mifs FANNY, 5}
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Lady Mary.

H ! Mrs. Affable! what a long time has paffed,
fince we had the pleafuse of {eeing you? You
promifed you would but ftay half a year, and you
have almoft made it two. - I have had a fad tedious
time on’t, and I am really grown quite naughty,
but, thank God, you are now come back for good
and all; and I'hope you will help me to correft my
faults. T

Mrs. dffeble. Very willingly, my dear lady, let
me embrace you: Lord!#how you are grown!
and, lady /ity ! you are alually as tall as T am. I
could not have known you again, ladies. To be
fure, you have.improved in mind in proportion to
your growth. :

Lady Witty. But {o, o, Mrs. Afable, fometimes
well, fometimes ill. T fhall give you an account
of all that has happened in your abfence ; you will
perceive, that I have not always been good, but I
have not always been out of the way neither.

Mrs. Afarl: Still this is fomething, my dear
lady ; you haye firove againft your paffions ; go on,

-

Naor, 1. B you
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you muft get the better at laft. And you, lady

Charltte, how have you behaved ?

Lady Charltte. - B:ama will tell you, Mrs. 4f-
fable.

Mrs. Affable. Tam fure you have been a good
girl, but you are loth to praife yourfelf. And here
1s mifs Molly that fays not a word, and keeps up
clofe in a corner, and quite athamed. What can
be the meaning?

Mifs Molly. It means that you will turn me out
of doors, when you know-the ugly cuftom I have
got fince you went to France. Iam grown fuch a
liar, thatnow I can’t tell whenI lie.

Mrs. Afable. Realon enough to be athamed, my

dear, but not to lofe courage. I hope the 1laftlie
is told. "You have given an account, ladies, of
yourfelves, and now I muft tell you of lady Senfib/e
and lady Tempefi, whom I never left the whole time
of our Jong journey. They have been fo good, fo
tvaltable, that I can only be proud of their beha-
viour. -
Lady #irty. That was no very hard task. Were
I confiantly in company that would be fo kind as
to mind me of my failings, T think I fhould very
foon commit no fault. ,

Mrs. Afable. One would think lady Witty is
jealous. :

Lady Witty. T really am, Mrs. 4ffable ; but you
muft excufe me. I don't envy the Jadies their hap-
pinefs, T on'y with to beas happy, and: that all the
world was 0. If Ibegged afavour, Mrs. Affable,
would you grant ic? 3 :

Mrs. Affable. Yes, madam, if it lay in my

ower. :

Lady Witty. What T am about to ask certainly
does I have made an acquaintance with three
young ladies. They are the beft girls in the woridd,

an
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and abfolutely long to be your fcholars. Two of
them are big girls and older than Tam ; the other
is about my age. I have fo often repeated the
leflons you have been pleafed to give me and thefe
ladies, that they know them by heart. May I be
allowed to introduce them the next time I come ?

Mrs. Affable. It will pleafe me much, particular-
ly, as you aflure me, that they are very defirous
of being inftrufted. How do you call the Tadies?

Lady Witty. Lady Louifa, Iady Lucy, and mifs
Rurel. Thelaft 1s not in town, cannot bear it, and
lives altogether in the country ; but theaffures 2,
that fhe will leave it with pleafure, if you will ad-

~mit her as a {cholar.

Mrs. Afable. 1 thall be glad tofee that lictle forun=
bater. And I muft now give you notice of three
other ladies, whofe company we are to have; two
I have been long acquainted with; I know very
little of the third; her name is lady Violent. But
the lady her mother begs fhe may come to our
leflons ; T gave her a few before I left England ;
the poor child did not underftand a word of French ;
and I fear her time here will be very tedious.

Lady Mary. It fhall be my bufinefs to teach her
French ; her mother is an intimate of mama’s. She
has a great fhare of wit, they fay, and that the is
very naughty, and extremely paflionate. .

Mrs. Affable. As for you I muft needs fay you
have a very ill tongue, and that is far worfe than
being paflionate.

Lady Mary. You are much in the right, Mrs,
Affable 5 this is another ugly trick I have got whilft
you was at Paris. You will find out a great many
more. Forexample, I'am grown quite whimfical
as they tell me; andit makes mama and my go-
vernels very unepfy.

- B2 Mrs.
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Mrs. Affable. ‘This is frightful, dear lady Mary;
pray tell me what kind of things thefe freaks and
whims are. I would gladly fee one of them.

Lady Mary, That can’t be Mrs. Zfable; my
whims dread you as much as they do the fire; and
I know they dare riot appear before you. But they
feize me in this manner ; at ficft I fhall be very
hearty without knowing why or wherefore. 1 fing, 1
skip, till I am much tired, and when I am quite
fpent, I am out of all temper, and if any thing
happen to difpleafe me, I am jufl like a little fiend ;
I cry out and ftrike every body. ‘Then, fuppofe I
am for one thing, I immediately change, and am
againft it, and as foon again for it. After all this-
1 am very angry, that I have behaved fo iflgtithe
next thing is to cry out of vexation for having of-
fended God, mama and mademoifelle. And this is the
life Thave led fince I faw you laft. '

Mrs. Affuble. This gives me very great concern,
my dear; and my only comfort is the hopes I have
of your ufing the urmolt efforts to correct this
fault.

Lady Mary. In good truth, Mrs. Afable, were it
left to my choice, I would rather falt a week on
Dread and water, than do the like again. But when

the freak takes me, I take no farther thought of
‘that, and only think of bawling and making a noile.
T am fure to be in the right, whilik the fit of paffion
Jafts; and never yield mylfelf to bein the wrong,
il all is over. 3E%

Mrs. Affable. T know it to be fo, my dear, and I
Iove you for being fo fincere ; and will take an ad-
vantage from your opennefs and candor to find pro-
per remedies to remove 4 diforder of the mind,
which is alfo owing to a weaknefs of the body. The
firft remedy is prayer. Every morning and evening
beg of God to give you the grace of amendment as

to



D EALOG UL . 5

£o this particular ; the fecond is to defire your go-
vernels not to fail reminding you, when the cbierves
that immoderate flow of fpirits, that irexhaufls you,
and leaves you quite dejetted, and without {trength
to bear up againft your paffion. You muft pro-
mmife.me in the next place to leave all that you are
about, and to retire to your room, when your go-
vernefls gives you this warning. -There you fhail
pray upon both knees, and refleét, that yow are in
the prefence of God. How comes it mydear ? You
fay, that your whims dare not appear before me,
and yet they dare appear in the prefence of God,
vrhich you cannot avoid, and whofe power 'is able
to punith youany inftant. You offend to his face
{o good and tender a pareat, who loves ycu, and
fhowers down fo many bleflings upon you. Go,
my dear | think of this ferioutly, and, my word
for ir, you will not hear any farther complaints cf
your whims. ik

Lady Wiery. Surely thefe ladies have feenn many
fine things in France. Won't they favour us with
an account of what they have found moft remark-
ablePiiy :

Mrs Affable. You muft make your court to lady
Tempefl 5 ihe has wrote fome remarks by way of a
isurnal.

Mifs Molly, What is a journal ?

Mrs. Affable. That is, fhe has fet down in the
evening the remarks the made in the day.

Lady Charlotte. Pray, Mrs. Affable, give her
leave to read her journal to the company.

Mrs. Affable. Sometime or other it thall be read,
ladies, -but it muft be written -out fair, it is fo ill
done, that fhe could hardly make ic cuc. When lady
Tempefp was but a little one, fhe minded nothing,
the laughed at a writing-mafter ; but now the re-
pents; with all the pains fhe takes to meand her

B 3 hand,
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hand, fhe writes like a cat, and finds how difficulc
i 1s o leave off bad habits, contraed in onc’s
1afancy.

Mifs Molly. Why has not lady Senfisle made a.

journal ? ‘

Mrs. Afuble. That was needlefs afrer her cofen
had undertakenic; and befides {he was taken up in
a different way. She has made very pretty fairy-
tales, Fables, and fome other lictle pieces, which
thall al{o be read here. :

Lady Mary. She is happy to be blefied with fo
much wit. When I was in Ireland we had no books,
and tinz went on very heavily. I thought to my-
121f, as I have no novel to read, I will maks one.
"This ran in my head all night; and with much ado .
I mad: up a little, and a very fhorrt tale. My go-
vernefs fancied I was much out of order, as I
would not breakfaft, before I had wrote out my
tale.

Lady Charlotte. 1 aflure you, Mrs. Afable, that
it is a very pretty one. Lady Mary read it to me,
and I was prodigioufly diverted. _

Mrs. Affable. I hope the will favour us with it.

Lady Mary. Gh no! Mrs. dffable, it is{o illdone;
and thefe ladies could only laugh at me. ,

Mrs. 4fable. Youare but eight years of age, and
have already all the {elf-love of an author. = Well,
my dear! Will you tell me the truth, if I ask a
queftion ?

Lady Mary. You know, Mrs. dffuble, T never
deceived you, How can you ask, whether I fhall
tell the truth? '

Mrs. 4fuble. 1 own myfelf in the wrong. Liars
only are to be miftrafted. Thatis not your cha-
ratter’; you will give me a true anfwer. Have
you not really a. mind to read your tale to the
ladies ; don't you find it pretty as itis; don’t you

wrong
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wrong your own thoughts, when you fay it is but
il done; and would not you be forry to be be-
lieved ? 3 %

Lady Mary. "Tis very odd, that you fhould guefs
fo readily at my private thoughts. I was notaware
_of it, dll you made me obferveir; and now I find
that I fpoke lefs favorably of the tale, that I might
engage the ladies to commend it.

Mirs. Affable. This is the cafe with many, who
have not your fincerity to OWn ic. Learnthismax-
im, ladies, never tO fpeak well, or i1l of yourfelves,
or any thing thatis yours. Such, as {peak to their
own difadvantage, defire to be contradi¢ted.  We
call this humility with a_beok, for they only {toop
or affelt appearing humble o hook in praife. Never
let yourfelf be asked a fecond time, when the com-
pany isto be entertained with your talents ; nothing
is more difagreeable, I have known ladies with
charming voices, and the niceft hands for {everal
mufical inftruments. I never begged a fong, tho’
I dote on mufic. An hour muft be {pent in en-
treaties, before they fhew their talents, and the
pleafure of performance is far from a compenfati-
on for the trouble the company is at for the pur-
chafe of a fong. Now, lady Mary, let us have

our tale.

Lady Wirty. Afterit is ended I fhall beg leave
to ask Mrs. Affable a queftion. .

Lady Mary. Once uponatime . . . . . .

Mrs. Afable. I lady Mary had defired to fhew
her good breeding, the would have faid to lady
Wirty, madam, I-beg that I may not put off your
queftion ; the ftory may be told afterwards. En-
deavour, my dear, another time to obferve thele
niceties. This is being civil and polite. We muil
never, in good manners, pretend to be above others,

, but
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kut on the contrary give ‘them the preference,
Now, my dear, go on.

Lady Marp (). There was once upon a time a
farmer; he had been very rich, and was grown
very poor. He had two daughters, Betfey and Laura,
Letjey was the elder, a very great beauty, but con-
{cious and proud of being a Belle. She only loved
her own dear felf, was hardhearted to the poor,
and bad no complaifance for any one. She loved
no kindof work ; indeed, fhe feared {poiling her
bands; - and would not go into the fields, till her
father had repeated his commands twenty times at
leatt; fhe faid it would hure her complexion. Laura,
the younger fifter had been very beautiful befere
the finall pox ; but this diforder had ruined her for
a beauty, without giving her any great concern,
as the laid no great firefs on this tading flower.
She was loved by all the neighbours ; in reality,
the endeavoured to oblige all the world, and fre-
quently deprived herfelf of the bread fhe gave to the
poor.  Though Betfiy the elder fifter, did not love
her, the lid hold of all opportunities to pleafe Ler,
and tock vpon her all the work of the houie, to fave
her the trouble.  One day, as the two fifters milk-
ed the cows, a wealthy gentleman, that pafled by,
was {truck with the beauty of the elder fifter. He
asked her fome queftions ; he found fhe had a great
deal of wit, and was quite enamoured. Betfey was
charmed with the adventure; fhe concluded, that
by marrying this gentleman, fhe fhould come up
and live in town, where fhe could find plenty of
diverfions. The gentlemah asked her, who that
ugly creature was, that retired almoft as {oon as he
came in fight (for Lasra did not think it handfome

(a) Thislittle novel is the compofition of a child, and given
kere as fhe made it.  Lady Sopbia Carteret, who is the author,
Yas nat ten years old at that time, >

1n
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ina young woman to_ ftand talking with your fine
gentlemen of the town, who are only upon the
catch to deceive country girls), "Tis my filter, faid
DBetJey, a poor, foft crearure, ‘and only fit for the
buaftle of a country-life. Iam tired to death with
it, amongtt fuck coarfe neighbours; and I daily
fhed many a tear, and lament my not being born at
court. You are too beautiful, faid the gentleman,
to ftay in the country. I muft firft fettle fome af-
fairs; and then, if you like me, 1 will propofe a
match to your father. ' Beifey, who was ready to
die with joy, affured the gentleman fhe loved him
extremely, even to folly. Mean while the farmer
was quite out of temper at his eldeft daughter’s not
coming back, and fwore he would lay his bards on
her, when thedid. Leara ilips out of the houfe to
go and tell her filter, that her father was very an-
ry. That moment a poor woman came up with
three fmall children to the two fifters, and proteft-
ed, that the poor babes had not had a bit to eat of
24 hours, and the begged they would beftow {fome
- charity for their relief.  Go, good woman, faid the
eldel. one meets with nothing but beggars, that awill
not let people be quiets  Fair and foftly, faid Laura, 7f
you wwill give ber mothing, don’t abufe ber. And tak=-
ing a thilling out of her pocket (it was her all) fhe
gave it the poor woman. Bet/zy made a jeft of hex
fiter, and {uid, you muft be wery fillys here, you bave
been three months getting up this fbilling to go to the
peppet-foesw, and noww part aith it to this wretch., 1
can be awithout the foeww, Laura replied, but this poor
avoman mufl have bread for ber children. You are the
more a fool for believing her, Betley rook her up, per-
haps foe has more money than you, and will fpend your
Sriding in fome diverfim. That may be, fays Laura,
but as fhe may alfs bave told a true flory, I had rather
run the hazard of being deceived, than be bard. beartad.

B The
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The gentleman heard all their difcourfe with the
greateflt attention, and faid to the two fifters, My
pretty girls, let there ke 1o more words 5 here is each
of you four pieces, and you may go to the fhew,
when you pleafe. 7am greatly obligated 19 you, Sir,
Laura {aid, and made a very low courtely, but as I
am in no.want of money, give me liave not to accept
Yaurs., ﬂ‘g)rz,«dszzt,yamfg WGHAM, muﬂ nEVEY accept any
thing from men ;. but yet, if you are [o-defirous to make
me a prefent, becaunfe you are o gsnerous ; Leflow this
gold on that foor wweman 5 and 1 Soali eficem it as great
an ebligation, as if I bad received it my Jelf.  With
that fhe went off. Newer do it fays Betfey to the
gentleman. Did net 1 16l Jouy that my fifler was a
paor Jilly creature 2 IWho ewer heard of giving four
guineas to fack an objed, awben ave bave Jo many things
to buy.. Now, Sir, give me the money my fifler refufed, .
and 1 «will give this ewoman the Silling I bawve.

The gentleman anfwered, Yoz Sball bawe the eight
guimeas 5 bur this mufl not hinder me giving the four ;
they are your fiffer’s, fiuce I made her a prefent of
ther 5 aund fboe awas at liberiy to difpsfe of them, as Jhe
pleafed.

- When PBetfiy left this gentleman, his head was full
of very ferious refleCtions.  Good: God! thought he,

Wby is the younger fifier lefs beautiful than the eldsr, or
wvhy docs the elder want the fanfe of the Jounger? Af-
vor ally it is a wadnfs to marry @ pretty face, and not
@ perfon: of charedier and avorth, If 1 marry Betfey,
and. fhe be taken the next day avith the Jmall pox,
there woould be nothing loft.

Mean while, away fets Bot/ey and tells her fa-
her, what a grear lady fhe was to be ; asd that a
moble Jord had promifed her marriage. At firft her
father laughed at her, but. upon her fhewing the -
guineas and her acquainting him, that my lord was.
to come dgain the next day, he wasat a non-plus.

.Bf::.‘f(.)’

o
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Beifey made all the hafte flie could to buy up all
the ribbands and lace in the village, and fecall the
feamffrefles and work-women to work. At night
fhe drefied herfelf out, and away to the poppet
fhow. His lordihip was not expeéted till the day
following, and Bet/ey was loth to mifs this oppor=-
tunity of appearing. All this time het lover was
in great agitations and knew not how to refolve.
Betjey’s behaviour was very forward ; he obferved
thdr  fhe was hard-hearted, interefted and felfith ;
but then fhe was fo beautiful, that he could not for-
bear excufing her. If fbe was eager for a little mo=
rey, fbe only wcanted it, he thought, #o drefs more a-
greeably and to pleafy me. She loves me, he faid, 1
could difcover it in Ler looks. This gentleman had
o waler de chambre, alad of wit, and who in pity
flirugged up his fhoulders, whilft he heard his mai-
ter talk at this wild rate. What docft thou laugh at
fays his lord? Laugh ? fays he I am wiuch more dif=
pofed to cry.  You belicwe, my lord, that little animal
loves you 5 but let me veil you, [be only lowes your money.
Give me leave to put on your beft fuit; I will give my-
Jelf cut for a duke; and though [ am hbeartily ugly, I
know fbz cwill fooner marry me, than your lorafbip. Do
fo. fays my Lord; it is but three mil¢s to my feat
of Ch nty take my laft birth-day fuity that embroi=

deved in gold s and come back to me, you will find me at
this tavern. :

Whilft this mafcarade was getting ready, poor
Laura was in great trouble. She dhought this gen-
tleman very amiable, and the found an inclinaton
coming on for him againft her will; when her fifter
accofted her and not without fcolding her very
roundly acquainted her with the fuccefs of her ge-
nerofity. Tracly, {ays the, it becomes you mightily to be
generous with other proples moncy. 1 /Fall never forgive
the four gwineas. This account of his noble charicy

entirely
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entirely gained him Lawra’s heart. As {he feared
dilcovering herinclination, fhe refolved not to be at
home, when he came. Bat fhe was fairly cacched;
the faw him come that evening and endeavoured to
retire.  He came alone; his man underitanding
that Berfiy was gone to the thew, went thither in
his mafter’s coach. This gentleman defired of the
farmer to let Lauwra keep him company till her
filter returned ; fhe complied in duty to her fa-
«ther’s orders. The converfation began with a re-
quelt to Laura, that the would acquaint him with
her fifter’s imperfeftions. But Laura far from tak-
ing any fuch advanrage to leffen his good opinion
of Beifey, faid all the handfome things the could of
her filter without prejudice to truth, and endea-
voured to excufe her failings. Mean time the
counterfeit duke was vowing and protefting to the
proud country-laf5, that the was the greateft beauty,
in the world, and that he fhould efteem him{elf
more than happy, if the would condefcend to be
a dutchefs by marrying her humble forvant. Betfzy,
who had only pretended to love her firfk fpark out
of mere ambition and intereft, thought it more ad-
vantageous to be a dutchefs than barely a lady, and
advifed the new-fangled duke to make hafte and
obtain her Father’s confint before a certain gentle-
man in the couatry came to make propofals. The
walzt dz chambre coached her home ; bur though it
was excefiive cold, all the glafies muft be let down
that {he might be feen by her neighboursia the vils
Iage. Guefshow the was furpriled to find her firff
Iaver at her father’s; but however when he re-
proached her with inconflancy, the recovered her
fpirits o far as to tell him, that fhe was only in
jeft, and had never loved him. Tale my fifler to
comfort yom, faid {he, and laughad at him to his_face

n ¢ molt infulting and {cornfal manner. Thar is

7ot



DILALOGGUE B 13

not fo ill advifed, he replied, and if Laura aill but
confent, 1 jball think mylelf extremely bappy in
receiving ber from her Sfather’s. bands. Laura caft
her eyes down, but this did not hinder the gentle-
man perceiving, that fhe had no averfion to the
match; and ihe affured him very modeltly, that
fhe eftecemed his perfon for his virtue, more than
for his riches. The marriage contralt was drawn
up and figned; the valet de chambre having laid
down the duke, came in his ufual cloths to wait
upon his mafter and informed Beifey he had only
jefted with her. Betfiy’s defpair lafted as long as
her life ; no one would be troubled with a woman
of her chara&er; fhe lived to be old and ugly, and
never had any offer. made her; whereas Laura
lived quite happy with her husband.

~ Mrs. Affable. Indeed, lady Mary, this little no-
vel is perfetly well contrived. Virtue is reward-
ed, and vice punithed. Something though feems to
he wanting ; ihould not Laura after her marriage
have been very kind to her parents, and even to
her ill-tempered filter.

-Lady Mary, Very right, Mrs. Affable, that fhould
have been. Lady #izty was about asking you a
queftion ? FhER

Lady Wity You faid, Mrs. Affable, that we mufk
never talk of ourfelves, or any thing that belongs
to us. What can we talk of 2 why, really, nothing,
elfe pleales us

Mrs. Affable. I am very glad lady Witry, that
you have asked this queftion ; it gives me an op=
portunity to {peak of {everal important matters,
which I beg you will hear with atrention. Thave
read in a pretry forc of a fairy-tale the defcrip-
ton of the Temple of Self-love, It is extremely
well fuited to explain what I am about to fay.
A prince

~
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A prince was led by Love to thistem ple, and was
accofted by an officer, a military man, who plack’t
him by the {leeve and faid, This temple was raifed to
preferve the memory of all the great ations 1 hawe per-
Sormed inmy life. Do you fee that fpure upon the al-
sar? It reprefents me; the flatue is aniverfally ad-
mired and refpeiied by all,  The paintings that cdorn the
temple arve all the batiles and Jieges that I have been
engaged in.  Newer mind that dotard, fays a beauti-
ful woman, that took ths prince by the other arm, 7s
it not as clar as noon-day, that I am the perfon repre-
Sented upan the aliar s and that ths 1acenfe, which [makes
there, is offered to me 2 The pictures are dravon fir a
crowd of lvers that avore my cb2ins.  Really ma-
dam, {ays a poet, I can’t bur admire you and jour fine
Jancies. Lam the onky perfon adored in the tewmple s to
be convinced, read that avriting in the Jfirfl piture.
*Tis an ode I'made when I vas a mere youth. That other
picture reprefents one of my comedies. Take motice of that
throng of fpefators [eized with admiration ; they are
avholly taken up with me and the performance. Viu are
all mad, fays the prince; who bas placed my Satue
apon the altar I cannot fay, but there T anm ; and the
Piclures deferibe the famous chaces that I have Jeen
ahen I hunted.  Love, who had guided the prince
to the temple explained the riddle and firuck him
with a paffion for a charming princefs ; upon which
all other objeéts difappeared ; and he could only fee
the objett he loved. Henceforward, fays Live to
him, be convinced, that /o/f-lve perfuades mortals,
that the whole world is only taken up with them,
their talents, their wit, and intereft; and that they
continually ftrive to keep up this idea of themfelves,
without once thinking, that a// are too full of Jelf=
Jove to think of any thing elfe.

Remember thefe laf words, ladies; that fime
Jelf-lowe which engages you to fpeak of yourfelves,

pol-
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pofleffes the perfons that hear you ; they think they
are wronged by your pretenfions to be the figure
upon the altar, and will leave no means untried to
be placed there evenat your expence. Would you
be loved and be in requeft with all, caft felf-lowe a-
fide, and find room in your heart for the love and
efteem of others. Inftead of breaking their heads
with what concerns you, and is nothing to them,
fpeak of their affairs, hear their long and tedicus
narratives with complaifance 5 let them think, that
you fee them with pleafure upon the altar, and that
you are fincerely pleafed with the efteem which
they think to have deferved.
Lady Wi, And whilit I applaud the f/f-lve
of others, what will become of mine ? It muft
make a very mean figure. I am willing, that o-
_thers fhould have their thare of efteem and refpet ;
it would be unjuft to claim irall. But why may
not every one have their turn?
_ Mrs. Affable. Nothing, my dear, is more natu-
ral than your apprehenfion in this regard ; and I
am charmed with your fincerity. You are con-
cerned for the figure your own flf-leve would
ake, Ifit was well apprifed of i’s own intereft,
it would foon be fatisfied, that it appears wich the
greateflt advantage; for nothing can pleafe more
than to leave your company charmed with your be-
haviour, to fee that they are forry to part, and glad to
meet again, with you. Commonly {peaking our felf-
boe is ton coarfe to relifh this exquifite and re-
fined pleafure; and the paffion thinks itfelf wronged,
when it is not at liberty to- trample all the world
under foot. If this be the cafe, ladies, lee /fe/f~
Loe fret and complain, ’tis an ungracious gueft and
it were to be wiflied, that it found o poor a wel-
come among{t us; as to feek otlier quarters,

- Lady
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Lady. Senfible. But, Mrs. Afable, you often fay

our [zlf-love 5 why fthould you be brought in ? Have
you any je/f-lowz?. I could never perceive it.
. Lady Mary I am fharper fighted, than you are,
madam; I have obferved that defettin Mrs. 4/
Jable. You wont be angry, Mrs. Aff-ble 5 for you
have often {aid that you loved fuch as told you
of your fatlings.

Mrs. \dffable. Tam fill in the fame.mind, my
dear ; and to fhew how thankful I am for the good
office, I promife you a very prérty book. And
now, dear lady Mary, tell me in what particular I
have betrayed /felf-hwe.

Lady Mary, Why ; you {peak too often in com-
mendation of thefe ladies and me. We are in a
manner your children, Mrs. 4fable; and in as
much as you love us and are taken up with us,
you imagine all the world muft be {fo too. There
is a lady, a friend of yours; fhe fays ihe is jul
wearied with that fort of talk.

Mrs. Agable. That lady, my dear, is no friend,
Don't eell who fheis; I fhould be fo angry, at
her.

Lady Mary. How fo! would you be angry be-
caufe fhe bas difcovereda fault of yours?

Mrs. Afable. Notfor finding out a faulr, but for
that fhe has not been fo kind as to give me a
friendly warning. You are my good friend, lady
Mary, and I can never forget the kind fervice you
have done me. I muft confefs, children, I fpeak
too often of you, but 'tis becaufe I love you, and
I cannot fay but itis with fome return on my-
feIf for the pleafure of having my talents admired
in the progrefs of yours. I am not unlike fuper-
annuated grandmothers, who take pride in the
beauty of their grand-daughters, becaufe it may be
thought from the beauty of their pofterity, that

they
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they have formerly been beautiful themfelves,
Well ladies, I promife to mend; and this may
encourage others that fee my defelts, to let me -
know the fame. It is time to part, dear children.
This fhall go for a vilit, and no leflon; tho’ I
think it has been very long. , :

Lady Witty. And 1 think it has been very fhort.
Vifits, converfations, leflons, ’tis all one to me;
and I look upon them as paltimes.

Mers. Affable. It pleafes me much, my dear, to
find you in thefe {entiments. You will bring your
ladies to our mext meeting. Let them come early,
that we may make fome little acquaintance be-
fore the lzflon. Now I muft tell you we fhall
have another lady, lady Sizcere. 1 hope you will
all love her, as much as I do, for, indeed, fhe is
very amiable..
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Mrs. AFFABLE, Lady WitTYy, Mifs RURAvL.‘

Lady Witty.
I VE me leave Mrs. dffable to introduce,
Mifs Rural; fhe longed {o for the honour of
your acquaintance, that the would not wait for the
other young ladies, our friends.

Mrs. Affable. 1 am greatly pleafed with what
you fay and much obliged to you. As I am a
{tranger -to the ycung lady, her impatience muit
be the effet of the good character you have given
me. I muft endeavour to keep up to the favour-
able idea the has formed -of me, from what you
have faid to my advantage. She Iooks very bath-
ful. You mult be under no fear, Mi/s; you don’t

‘ ' come
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come to {chool here, but a meeting of young la-
dies. We have no flattery, no reftraint or diflem-
bling amongft us. Lady W7ty tells me you have
lived altogether in the country ; the fimplicity of
our converfation will be the more agreeable.

Mifs Raral. Yes, Madam !

Mrs. dffable. Do you like the French language ;
can’ you fpeak it a little.

Mifs Rural. 1 like the language very well 5 but
I fpeak icill. |

Mrs. Ajfable. You tremble, child, and {carce
dare open your mouth. You muft not be afraid
of me; if you are, you will never love-me.

Mifs Purel. Ob, no! I am not afraid of you.

Eady #itty. I am really out of all patience. I
am fure, Mrs. dffable, takes you fora neddy. Well !
I have been caught once. Your Aamae might fay
what fthe would to mine, of your witand capa-
city ; I laughed and did not believe a2 word of it.

Mrs. 4ffable. Youare much too hafty in judging.
Mifs is bafhful and under fome confufion; that
may ‘not prevent us fo much in her favour; but
it would be extremely cruel to judge from mere
appearances. An ancient ufed to {ay, fpak, that
1 may know thee. We muft wait for this proof;
etherwife we may eafily miftake. M4 has only
{poke four words, but they were all much to the
purpofe. Befides, my dear, it requires a great deal
of wit to thew a very moderate capacity in &
language, which one does not poflefs. The difai-
culty of finding readily proper terms clogs the -
imagination. Pray tell me, dear Mifs, why you

srefer the country to the town.

Mifs Rural. I know the advantages of the coun-
try, and am not fure the town will afford the like ;
fo that I rather fear, than hate the town.

Mrs. Affable. Upon my word a moft fenfible

an-
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anf{wer ! prudent perfons cannot forbear being un-
der fome apprehenfion, when they change their fi-
tuation. How do you {pend your dme in the coun-
t]'y, Pv’{:.ri? :

Mifs Rural, Walking about, reading, vifiting, and
being vifited by young ladies of our acquaintance.

Mrs. Afable. And, pray Mifs ;. what beoks have
you read. :

Mils Rural. Herodotus, fome part of the Roman
hiftory, a great number of Sermons, the Spectaror
and Mr. Locke’s works.

Mrs. 4ffable. What! believe me, thefe books are:
for almolt grown up young women. What is your
opinion ¢f Mr. Loske /

Mifs. Rural. My opinionis . ... but here come
a great many ladies. - Give mé leave to hear and
to fay no more. I have no difficulty to {peak be-
fore you ; but before thefe Jadies I cannot. :

Lady Loui/a. I come Mrs. dffable in hopes that
you will confirm by word of mouth the leave you
gave us by lady Wiy, to wait upon yew and to be
admirted in quality of your fcholars. I f{penk for
myfelf and company ; lady Lucy is {o bafhful, that
one would take her to be in an ague-fit by her
trembling, and I dare fay {the will not venture to
open her mouth this week. '
 Mrs. 4ffatle. She fhall be with Mifs Rural ; they

will I hope, recover this bathfulpef(s one as foon a3
the other. = But, ladies, there is one thing gives me
fome concern. We have feveral younger ladies in
our fociety ; and I muft make uie of the plaineft
terms and clearelt expreflions to place their inftrug-
tions more within their reach. This, ladies, will
be tedious, I fear. .

Lady Lucp. For my part ¥ fhould be very forry
to be the leaft hindrance to thofe ladies. Pray,
Mrs. Afuble, forget our age; we fhall be very

. happy,
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happy, I fpeak of myfelf at leaft, o know as mucls
ay they do. :

Lady Louifz. Upon my word, Mrs. 4fable, you
have fet out here with a miracle. For 1 can fafely
fuy, that more than balf of lady Lugy's acquaint-
ance have never heard her fay fo much at once.

Mrs. Affable. This bears cruelly hard on your
friend, Madam ; you muft give me leave to take
her part a little. To be too bathful is certainly a
defeét ; but becomes a young lady much more
than the oppofite extreme, fo common at prefents
Ask Tady Senfible, what fhe thinks. W,

Lady Senfible. If 1 muft give my opinion, Mrs.
Afuble, T muft own rto thefe ladies, that I took
great offence at the ftrange freedom I obferved a-
mong the young ladies in France, and chiefly the
married women. I was partly in the wrong, for
Mrs. 4ffable convinced me, that this did not hinder
their being very difcreet withal; but, .in reality,
that free, bold, thoughtlefs air made me put a quité
contrary conftrultion on their behaviour; and I
have found {everal foreign gentlemen in the [ame
way of thinking.

Mrs. Affable. Excefles are always to be avoid-
ed ; and a modeft affurance is very commendalle,

h! here are two young ladies that I have the
honour of introducing to this company. Good
morrow to you, ladies. Well? you are very de-
firous to be pertect in your French and to learn all
that I teach thefe ladies ; are you not ?

Mifs Ss:hia. Yes indeed, dear Mrs. dffatle. Tal-
fure you I have not flept of all night; Ilonged fo
to fee you.

Mifs Bella. The defire of learning is the dif-
temper of the whole family ; my poor little filter
Fanny cried fadly, when we cameaway. It wasto
no purpofe to tell her, that the did not talk F;'eizc(/i

. an
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and could not come with us; fhe begun to under-
ftand it the faid ; and I was fainto promife I would
ask your leave to bring her to you the next time.

Mrs. 4ffable. How old is the?

Mils Sophia. Five and a half; but then fhe is
extremely fenfible of herage. She has learn’t to
read Frenchand to write in forty eight leflons and
laft {fummer the taught her little fifter, who can
alfo read French.

Mos. Affable. She deferves the favour you ask
for her; pray bring her to the next leffon; I am
very willing fhe {hould come. Now we only

want lady Vzo/em‘ but here theis. Good morrow
to you, Madam.

Lady Violent. Good morrow !

Mrs. Adfable. Now we muft take up again the
hiftory of the Holy Scripture, where we broke off.
- Who was to begin, children? I have really forgot.
«..... Lady Ziolent, you look mightily out of
forts.

Lady Violnt. I look as I really am. I hate
French, and Mrs. dffuble 1 don’t like you at all.
"Tis much againt my will -I come hither, but
Mama will have it fo. I muft obey and am fure to
have a tedious time on’t.

Mrs. 4jabk And I am fure that it will prove
otherwife, and that you will dote on me before
three months are over. You fhake your head,
and don’t believe a word I fay; but ] IHO“’JJuV
Violent better than fhe does herfelf. You have a

great fhare of wit; and it is impofiible for you
not 1o be pleafed ac laft wich our exercifes. As
to myfelf, Madam, my pride is.not a little con-
cerned. You by )ou don’ct. love me. I muft
battle it out with jon to. gain ;that heart ; we
fhall fee in the end, who gets the better.

Lady



~

23 The Young Ladies Magazine,

Lady Vidlent. 1 cannot but fmile at your bat-
tling; what if you don’c get the better ? If I go on,
and neither like you nor your leflons; will you
promife me your intereft with mama to prevail upon
her, never to fend me hicher again?

Mrs. dfable. That I will, and I engage my word
of honour. Fix your own time for the trial. I
could venture a wager, that three months hence
you would be extremely mortified not to frequent
our lefions any longer. .

Lady Fiolent. 1 have feen you often enough thefé
two years, and the miracle you promifed is ftill
to come. And all this time I have been heartily
tired of you and your leflons. '

Mrs. Afable. Hadl been in your reom, my dear,
I fhould have been flill more weary than you. Then
T only put words into your little noddle, which is
made for things, and not mere awords. Now that
you know French, you will underftand what is
{aid, and, I repeat it once more, it will be impoffi-
ble for you to diflike our exercifes. For my part
I ihzll be{o fond of you, that I defy you to be un-
grateful. I can work miracles; do you hear, my
dear. Ask lady Charistre and lady Zempefi. 'They
were two “little lions, and I made them lambs.
Don’t you remember, Jadies, that jult before I
went for France, lady Charlotte gave her maid a
box on the ear; and that I defired her, by way of
repairing this fault, to wait upon her maid at ta-
ble, which lady Tempef faid, would make the maid
very faucv. Ask whether it turned out fo.

Lady Charlotte. Quite contrary, ladies; the poor
creature would not fit down; fhe was all in tears,
and wou'd by no means comply, till 1 prevailed
with repeated intreatics. Ever fince that, fhe has
been much better tempered, and has begged my
parden a hundred times; indeed fhe has not yet

forgiven
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forgiven Mrs. 4fable, for being, fthe fays, the
caufe of all this ado.

Mrs. Affable. Lady Charistte has not told all,
ladies ; it is but juft, thatas I have put her u pon

-declaring her mifdeeds, I thould make known ner
good altions. Some days after fhe had done this
penance, as fhe was coming home from amng, ihe
bought a handkerchief, and two yards of ribband,
to make a prefent to her maid. Pray, my dcar,
what did you mean by this prefent ?

Lady Charlotte. 1 feared the might think I had
complied with the penanceian fpite, and againft my
will. And to fhew that I obeyed wﬂhngly and
fréely, and that I was not at all forry, that the had
fat down at my requeft to be waited on ; I thought
it would look well, if I made hera prefent of that
trifle.

Mrs. Afable. You thought, and alted like a
you1or laf‘y of great fenfe. “Have not I told you,
ladies, that the dragosns, as ¥ call them, or the ftur-
dy and high-fpirited ones, always turned out the
beft. Ask dear lady Charlstte, whether fhe did
not feel a fenfible pleafure in obeying, and fub-
mitting to that humiliation. Afrer all, The had be-
haved like a fervant, when fhe fruck her maid 3 .

‘ nay, 1 the had debafed herfelf, fhe came down far
beinw the degree of her maid, by yielding to her
paflion ; ; nor cou,d {he recower her rank, bur by a
reparation of her fault.

Lady Charlotre. Afrer 1had done it, T aflure you,
Mrs. A’f:lu’e that I was as light as a feather, I
remembered the princefs you mn,ltmnfxl who re-
paired the fault fhe had committed, by chiding,
wicthout reafon, a woman of her vcudlci er; ithis
took off the uxF‘ad I had of the penance ; for,
thought I, the wasa much greater Jady, thanI can
pretend to be. '

Mrs.
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. Mrus. Afable. A filly girl asked me the other day,

what purpofe all this reading ferved. Now, you
fec it, ladies. We meet in books with many ‘ex-
amples, that encourage virtue. Lady Charloite
made her advantage of that of Mademoifelle de
Beajollois to repair her fault.

Mifs Molly. You promifed us fome farther par-
ticulars about that princefs and her fifter.

Mrs. 4fable. Her fifter married the prince of
Conti, and led the life of an angel in the midft of 2
court. Asthe gave herfelf wholly to devotion,
fhe left off putting on any paint, and was veryloth
to lofe time in drefling.” It was obferved to her,
that this alteration was difagrecable to the prince,
upon which fhe took care to drefs, and fet herfelf
out as ufual. She was perfuaded, that great de-
votion was not inconfiftent with fubmiffion, and her
beft endeavours to pleafe her hufband. I faw her
about a fortnight before her death; the was fur-
prifingly beautiful. - The princefs was about twen-
ty three years of age, and did not thew the lcaft
regret and repugnance to leave the world. She was

noft perfectly refigned to the difpentations of pro-

vidence; the never made the leaft complaint-of her
phyficians, though it was generally thought they
had occafioned her death by letting her blood too
often. - 5

Lady 7itty. Oh! what pity, that fo beautiful and
{o virtuous a princefs fhould be taken off in the
flower of her youth ! Pray, what became of her
fifter ? :

Mrs. 4fable. She died of the fmall-pox, when -
{he was but cighteen.  Her paffions were more vio-
lent than her filter’s; but, with all her fire and
fprightlinefs, fthe gave many proofs of good fenfe,
as you have feen; and did many good attions. Her
heart was as noble as her birth,  She would play

and



DIALOGUE IL 25

and game for her women and the poor, thatis, the
g##¥e 31l that fhe won. I had chis account from one
1o entirely devoted to her, thatithough the princefs
Iaft her a yearly penfion, the ‘could never get over
her death, and in a thort time died ‘herfelf of a
broken heart. baY 24l 4
Lady Witty. It would be a pleafure to be kind
to fervants, if they would be grateful;; bue the molft
~ part have no affettion for their mafters and only
ferve for their own ends. TR L
Mrs. Affable. 1 might anfwer that good muft be
done, merely to be recompenfed by the gratitude
of the perfons we have benefited, but out of chrif-
tian and humane motives ; but let thefe be dropt.
You fay that you are ferved by your domeltics
from interefted views. Pray, what other motive
can they have, when they are treated with harth-
nefs and pride, which difpofe their felf<love to re-
volt ; for they have their fhare of {elf-love as well
as we ? Do you defire that they fhould be. well af-
fetted to you ? Shew your affettion to them, look
upon them as your children ; they will love you
as their mother. - Commiferate their want, don’t
offer to crufh them under the weight of authority;
thy will refpe& your rank, love your perfon, and,
you may depend upon it, will come down, and
very fr:ely, lower than you would venture to re-
quire of them. But you muft obferve, ladies, that
1 only infift upon being kind to, not meanly fami-
liar with them ; that would bring you into con-
tempt, never let your maid be your confident. A~
void, with care, all occafions for fuch fervices
from them as you would not willingly own.
This would make you dependent, and take away

the liberty of checking them, when they are in
faulr,

C Ladj
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Lady Senfible. May I have leave to entertain the
fadies with the account of two flaves, who facri-

ced their lives: for their mafters?

Mrs. 4ffable. You are very welcome, my dear.
We haveread it in a romance ; there may be fome
dafh of the fable in the circumftances. The f{ub-
france is certainly true; and the fa& has happened
more than once among the Romans ; they treated
their {laves with. great humanity ; thefe in return
were very affeCtionate to their mafters.

Lady: Senfible. Nero the Roman emperor was very
wicked and cruel. Two ftrangers, who had pre-
vented his carrying off a woman he fell in love
with, were deftined to fall viétims to his rage.
As no altion lay againft them, who had committed
no crime, he chole to have them privately mur-
thered. They had each a faithful flave, who dif=
covered the Emperor’s defign againft their maf=
ters, and took the generous refolution to venture
their lives 'to fave theirs. The mafters were then
in the country, and one of the flaves fent them a
Jetter to this purpofe.

Upon the receipt of this leave Iraly ;5 your liwves
are in danger; but as you cannot retire to any place
out of the Tyrant’s dominions, change your names. We
auill return to you, awhen it jhall pleafe the Gods.

The two ftrangers knowing the fidelity of their
fervants, followed the advice given them, though
rhey Wwere not acquainted with their reafons.
MMean while the flaves, who were apprifcd, that the
houfe was to be broke open at night, put on each
a fuit of their mafter’s ; but upon reflettion that
their impcfing upon the Tyrant would be dif-
covered after thewr death, they took knives and
cut their faces in fuch a manner, that it would be
impoflible to know them again. They executed
their defign with courage; the murtherers came

‘ in,
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i1, andfoonlaid the generous flaves on the floor, who
wallowed in their blood running from the wounds
they received from thefe aflidflins and from them-
felves. There happened to be a woman in the
houfe, who art firlt was under the greateft fright;
but when the inftruments of Nero’s cruelty left
the houfe, the went up to thetoom and found that
one of the flaves was not mortally wounded ; as
fhe was making all poffible diligence to affift him,
he would not fuffer any drefling, ’till e had fworn
her to fecrecy. The care fhe took of the flave
was attended with fuccels ; and he fet out to find
his mafter. The gentleman could not refufe his
tears to the melancholy fituation he faw his faith-
ful fervant in, all disfigured with the gafheshe had
cut in his face for his fake. He would have divid-
ed his fortune with him, but the heroic flave would
never forfake his mafter and ended in his fervice
that life, which he had fo generoufly ventured to
fave his malfter’s. :

Lady Tempefi. What need was there of fuffering
themfelves to be murthered ? Might not they, ds
well, and much better, have gone to their mal-
ters in the country and efcaped with them, as
they had time enough to do ?

Mrs. Affable. No, my dear; lady Senfible ob-
ferved to you, that Nere commanded almoft ‘the
whole world. To whatever place they might have
retired, he would have found means to difcover
and to deftroy them. This was the flaves reafon
for advifing the change of names. The only means
to fave them was to perfuade the tyrant, that
they were no more.

Lady #itty. They had noble fouls and deferved
to be born in a better condition.

Mrs. Adffzble. Why, my dear ? All conditions
are equal in the fight of God, and even in the

) thoughts
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thoughts of a wife man. Thereis no fuch thing
as a mean and dithonourable condition. Men in-
deed difgrace their refpettive ftations, when they do
not difcharge the duties of their ftate. All the per-
feftion God requires of them is a faithful compli-
ance with the obligations each have in their rank.
Whoever does this deferves refpeét, and is arrived
at the pitch of glory, for which he was deftined.
Virtue is to be honoured in every rank, even that
of a fervant. If they chance to fail in their duty,
for they are but men, we muft take them up with
mildnefs and charity, and bear with defetts we
cannot corre&, provided they are but faults of
weaknefs, inadvertency, and which do not proceed
from the malice of a corrupted heart. That mu-
tual forbearance is only what we owe in juftice to
one another; and it is neceflary that thofe whom
we ferve fthould bear with us, as we bear with our

fervants.
Lady Witty. Mrs. Afable, we are no one’s fer-

yvants.

Mrs. Afable. Youare in the right, Madam; ‘ the
rich are not fervants, fuch as wear liveries; but
vou and all mankind ferve each other, thoughina
different manner ; and this maintains that true or-
‘der, whichis fo neceffary in the world. The work-
man {erves the merchant that employs him; the
“merchant thofe who take off his merchandize. The
gentleman ferves a great man to enjoy his protec-
tion ; a great man ferves the king and his minifters,
in hopes of prefcrment, places, employs, and of
being confidered. This mutual {crvice and mutual
dependance makes men happy or miferable. It
“they were virtuous, it muft make them happy; it
wonld make them polite, meek, refpeitful, com-
plaifantand affectionate to one other ; 1t would unite
men by the reciprocal want shey fiand 1n want of
caci
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each other, and banifh. all - coarfe behaviour, im-
pertinence, pride, harthnefs, and ina word, all the
{aconveniences  that are caufed by independance.
We are willing to be ander fome conftraint on ac-
count of thofe we want. ‘We endeavour. to gain
their eftsem by a virtuous deporement, their gra-
tirude by faichful fervices, their friendthip by our
artachment to them and their interett; we {acrifice
our whims and fancies with hopes of being indem-
nified by their giving up theirs in the fame manner.
T has a mutual dependance gives Lirth to all focial
virtues. But it happens chat this fame dependance
“nftead of contributing to our happinefs becomes
our punithment, when we crufh with infolent au-
shority thofe that want 1S, and make them pay for
the conftraint we have becn under with regard to
perfons, by whom we haped 0 be bepefired.  But,
Jadies, we have {pent a good deal of time; and no
Jeffon has yet been repeated. Lady Se:fible, plea &
to give us {ome account of the province of Britary.
Lady Senfible. We have already obferved, that the
inhabitants of Great Britain 1O avoid being {laves
to the Saxans-croffed the {ea and took refuge in the |
Gauls, and in a province called Armorica. They
were commanded by 2 prince, whofe name was
Conan, and who in all appearance came 1o terms
with the Romans at that time (il in pofleflion of
the Gauls. -The new sohabitants of Armorica gave
it their own name ; and when the Franks conquered
the Gauls, Clovis chole to ereat with them rather than
artempt {ubduing them by force of arms. Their
princes had the citle of Dukes ; and promifed to pay
homage to the kings of France. In procels of time
fome of their dukes took the ftile of #ings; but
France obliged them to refume that of dufes. A
great war broke out.in the thirteenth cenrury, and
was occafioned by two competitors for the duchy.
C3 France
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France fupported one and England the other. Thit
was not the only war which Brizany engaged the
French in; it was befides a retreat to all the male--
content nobles in France. At laft ‘Britany came by
right of inheritance to the princefs Anne, who mar-
ried king Charles VIH, and after his demife Lewvis:
X1, by whom the had a daughter called Fane, and.
who was married afterwards to Francis 1.  About
that time Britany, as 1 take it, was re-united to
Franse never to be difmembered again.

Britany is divided into the upper and brver. The
capital of the upper is Rennes on the river /a Filaine.
This city has a parliament and is inhabired by
many of the notlefs. Vannes is the capital of the
fower.  And here you find St. Mak's a very rich
trading town. Nantes a famed place for its univer--
fity and commerce; the port of Brefl, where the
royal navy and the grand arfenal of the marine lies,.
and Port I'Orient where the Eafi-India company
have their ware houfes.

This_province has bred very great men both for
fea and Iand fervice, and among others the re-
nowned Bertrand du Guefelin, who, from a private
gentleman by birth, rofe to the degree of Conflable
to the kings of France and Cafiille.” He was loved.
and efteemed by all that knew him, even by the
Lnglifh, though he was their Seourge.

‘The Britons are brave, open and faithful, but
violent and rough, and rather too much addicted to-
.drink. ' .

Mrs. Affable. Nothing can be better repeated,
my dear; but .your exa& account of Britany re-
minds me, that we were not quite {o with refpe&t to
Normandy, which is alfo divided into the higher and
lower. The capital of the laft is Caen, and an uni-
verlity like Oxford or Cambridge. We alfo forgot
the parliament at Rowenand the two ports Dizp[};; and

avre
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Hawre de Grace. in the higher Normandy. The laft
pore lies at the mouth of the river Seine. The fea
* or rather the great ocean, which leaves the coaft of
Normandy is called the Britify Channel, or the narrow
Seas. . ;

Lady Louifa. T am really furprifed at lady Sez-
Jfible's prodigious memory.

Lady Lucy. And I am quite athamed and now be-
gin to lofe courage. I have had mafters of geogra-
phy many years, and ’tis all I can do, to find 3
town in the map. .

Mrs. Affable. There is a method to be obferved
in placing thefe things properly in one’s head ; on
the other hand there needs not fo. much memory
as you feem to imagine; all that is neceffary 1s @
regular procefs. Now, lady Charlotte pleafe tore-
seat to us a part of the feripture hiftory, and we
will clofe the day ; it really begins to be late.

Lady Charlotte. When Ahab reigned in Ifrael, God
fent a great propher; his name was Elijeb. , He
went to the king and fpoke in thefe words. As the
Lord God of Ijracl hiveth, there Jball not be dews mor
rain thele years, but according to my avord. After this
Euijab by God’s fpecial direétion retired to brook,
where he was fupplied with water, and ravens
brought him bread and flefh twice a day. Aftera
while the brook dried up and God faid to Elijeh 3
Get thee to Zarephath. . . . . 1 hawe commanded a wo-
man to fuflain thee, whilft the famine lafts. As
Elijab came into the town he faw a poor woman
gathering of fticks. He called 10 ber and faid, Fetch
me, 1pray thee, a little awater. . . that 1 may drink.
And as fhe was going to fetch it be called to her and

Jaid, bring me a morfel of bread. .. o And. jbe faid, as
she Lord t/{y God liveth, 1 have not a cake, but a
handful of meal in a barrel, and & little oil in a

crufe: And bebold I am gathering two. flicks, that - 1
: C 4 may
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may g3 and drifs it for me and my fon, that awe may
eat it and die.  And Elijah Jaidy . . . make me thereof
@ [ittle cake firfl. . . . 4ud after make for thee and thy
Somo - For _thus faith the Jord. ... . . T he barrel fball
#it wafle, nor the crufe of oil fail, untis the day 1hat
2he Lovd findesh rain upin the earth. She ﬁrm]y
believed the divine promife; and was not deceived ;
for the litcle {tores fhe had never watted during that
time. 1

But it happened that her fon fell fick and died.
Upon this the avent to the prophet and faid, O 74on
‘man of God I+ Art thoa come 29 Say my fon.  Elijah
took the child, ard carried bim up irntoa loft.. . ..
and laid bim upin his own bed, ona Sretched bimjelf
‘three times upon the child, and cricd unto the Lord, Lord
-comfort this defolate widow, and let this child’s
Sl come  into him again. (Ged heard his prayer,
the child was raifed to life, and the prophet de-
livered him to his mother. .

Elijab fraid three years with the widow, during
~which there was no rain, and then received orders
from the Lord to go to Jbab. This wicked prince
bad a-governor of his houfe nameq Obadiah, who
feared theLord and whilft Fo/eée/ was deftroying the
prophets he took a hundred and Aid therm by firty in
@ cave and fed them <vith bread and woater.- As
gnod Cbadiab went out to find grafs for the cattle,
he met with Eljah who faid to him,’ Go, teli thy
‘Lord, Bebeld Blijah is bhere  Obadiab fell on his face
and fuid, Why doft thou fock to ruin me 2 1€ I tell the
k ng, who is every wherein queft of thee, he will
fend perfons to. {cize thee. And the {pirit of the
Lord will carry thee off; thou wilt not be found,
and the king, who will conclude, that I have im.
poled upon him, will deftroy me. Elijah encouraged
him, and faid he would jurely Soew himlelf wuts
bim that day.:

Lad”y
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Lady Witty. It appears that miracles were not
difficuit for God to work; he certainly was not
{paring of wonders to fave the Ifraclizes.

- Mrs Ajfabl:. No, my dear, miracles coft him ro-
thing; his will is not refifted by nature; he fpecks
and itimmediately obeys. He bids heaven be locked
and it rains no more. Men only refift God; and, if
they could, they would withdraw out of the reach
of his power and ceale to be dependant of his will.

Lady Senfible. Is it poflible men {hould be {0
wicked as to wifh themielves not fubjet’ to his
power?:

Mrs. Affable. Alas! my dear; we are guilty of
this offence, whenever we murmur at providence
on account of crofs accidents. Ask that once pretty
young lady, now disfigured by the {fmall pox, whe=
ther 1he has not marmured againft that proyidence
which has ftript her of her beauty; whether the
would not willingly have declined fubmitting to
that particular order of providence, had it been in
her power. If fhe is fincere, the will own it. Put
the fame queftion to the covetous man that has
Joft his forcune ; to the ambiticus afpiring man,
who is in difgrace with his benefaltor ; to that
fond mother, whom death has deprived of a fon
the adored. They are rebels to God, and would, if
it was poffible, depend no longer of his power;
this is what they wifh in their hearts. Whereas
a refigned chriftian, even a rational perfon, would
avoid chufing for himfelf, were it left to his op-
tion.

Lady Charbtte, And why might not one chufe, if
.God was pleafed to allow that liberty ? :

Mrs. Affable. For fear of making an ill choice.
.Suppofe, ladies; that God {hould fay to me, jyou are
s00r and fickly, you may, if you d.fire ity enjoy Lath kealth
end riches 3 you may have them for wifbing.

C s Mifs
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Mifs Sophia. To be fure, you would with for
health and riches; would not you, Mrs. Afable ?
they are better than poverty and ficknefs. :

Mrs. dfable. T hope I {hould not be fo weak.
Methinks I thould anlwer, Lord you bnow, that 1 em
a poor and blind creature, and that [ don’t underfland
avhat is moff to my advantage.  Perbaps health and .
vickes mizht difpofe me to be more awicked than I am.
Pleafe 1o chufe for me, becaufe you are fovereignly
wife, and know beft awhat will conduce mefl to the fav~
ing of my fuul. Call to mind, ladies, what hap-
_pened about the diamonds of lady. . .. But here
comes lady Sincere. Difpenfe with all ceremony,.
ladies; pray, fit down, my dear; let us not inters
rupt the leflon. When that is over you fhall be in-
troduced to thefe Jadies.

Lady Lucy. What was the ftory of that lady’s
diamonds ?

_ Mrs. dffable. Pray, lady Mary, tell the ladies:
‘how it was; but not, how the little trick I put up-
‘on them turned out.

Lady Mary. Mrs. Afable, fetched the lady’s dia-
monds, but told us there were fome true and fome
falfe ftones; and then gave us leave to pick out
~each of us one. Mrs. Jffable, may I ask thefe la-
dies, what they would have done.

Mifs Sobia. 1 would have carefully examined
them all to diftinguifh the true from the falfe ;
and then would have chofen the very beft.

Mifs Rural. Tam told, that fome falfe ftones ap-
_pear much brighter than. true ones. As we don’t
underftand them, would it not have been more
- prudent, ladies, to defire Mrs. Affuble to chufe for
us

Mrs. Affable. The very thing that lady Senfible
did! fhe begged I would chufe for her:

Lady
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Lady Wiry. I was fairly caught, a filly crea-
ture that I was, and chofe quite wrong. Mifs Ra-
ral has a thoufand times more fenfe than I, though
fhe don’t fet herfelf off fo much.

Mrs. Affable. Yes, indeed ! my lictle philofopher
has {poke very judicioufly. FPray, my dear, have
you always afted up to this way thinking ? 1 muft
anatomize your heart. Are you a great fortune,
dear child ?

Mifs Rural. I think fo, Mrs. Affable, 1 {hall
have five thoufand pounds; and it may happen 1
{hall be better by fix thoufand more.

Mifs Sophia. In that cafe you would not be very
poor, nor could you be thought very rich. Do you
know, Mifs, that five thoufand pounds is but two
hundred by the year? What's that for a woman of
quality ?

Mifs Rural. She may find lodgings, food, and
raiment. What need of more?

Lady Sincere. She muft have a coach, money to
pay fervants wages, O beftow in charities, and t0
gratify fancy and whims. :

Mifs Rural. What need of a coach, when I am
able to walk ? Can’t I do with one maid? And,
:f T have not money to give away in charities, may
not I be in fome condition or other to do for the
poor ? And as to whims and fancies, if I bave none,
there is none to gratify ; if T have, I muft make it
my bufinefs to get rid of fuch guefts. _

Lady Sincere. How is it poffible to live without
fome whim or fancy ? I think without fome whim
or other I fhould be tired of my life. I muft con~
fefs, that till this prefent time I have not been in
a way to gratify or humour fancy ; but now to
recover loft time, I amufe my felf with ten thou-
fand, thirty thoufand and more yagaries.-

O¢ Mrs. Affable,
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© Mrs Afablel What pity it is that time will not
allow us to let this agreeable converfation be carried
on longer? Lady Sucere and mils Rural are extreme
oppofites, ablolute antitades to each other. Thetr
arguments would be.veryamufing; and we will
‘put them off to anothér time. :

Mils Bella. Befose we break up, I beg you would
~explain fome words that T don’t underftand. What
15 meant by anatymizing the heart, and thofe Ladies
being abiblute antipoies to each other ?

Mus. dfFible: To anatomize fignifies to examine
with care all the pares of a fubject. Surgeons for
‘example, take a dead body, they examine every
thing minutely even the moft inward and hidden
_parts by cutting, which is called diffettion, and
by other ‘meins which their art teaches, This
s called anatomizing the body, I pretend in fome
proportion. to' their method the anatomizing my
fcholars hearts in” order to difcover fecrot difor-
dars that. lurk “out of fight and to apply proper
remedies. The term antipodes fignifies, and is as
much as you need to know for the prefent, two
things extremely diftant and oppofite.

Lady Mary. Mrs. Afabls, why did you call
‘mifs  Rural,’ your lictle philofopher? = 1 always
thought the men only had been philofophers.

Mes.' #ffable. Becaufe you did not underftand
that 'word, my dear.” There are two forts of
philofophy, which are not to be miftaken one for
“the other.  Formerly thofe were called philoto-
“phers, who obferyed the courfe of the ftars, and
“made inquiries into the fecrets of narure. This
ftudy feems to be ‘fitter for men than ladjes.
“An acquaintance of ours faid, th:t philofophy had
“#taid too long in heaven; and rhat it was high
time to bring it down.  This was. Socrates, who
had fo fad a wife. He therefore taught a new phi-

lofophy,
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‘1ofophy, whichiwas the knowledge of the means to
be bappy- He proved {olidly, that thofe means were
the overcoming: of ous paffions and being rational.
This {cience taught by Socrates is called moral philo~
Sophy 3 -and this, you fee, becomes ladies as well as
‘men. Lo think and make {overal refleCtions is a
_previous and neceflary difpofition to Jearn philofo-
.phy. '1is only for want of refleftion that we pre-
£or health and riches to ficknels and want. I had
very good reafons to call mifs Rural, my litcle phi-
lofopher, for obferving the danger there was of
making 2 wWrong choics, where one does not under-
frand the things which are olfered to our choice.

Lady ¥iolent. We dot at all agree in opinion.
You fay the old philofophy is not proper for ladies.
I am very fond of it. [ bave read a litte book of
“one Mr. Fontenelle, who has greatly raifed my cu-
riofity and defire of ftudying aftronomy.. :

Mrs. Affable. Well my dear, we will frady it
together and make almanacks. That will be nice
-and curious. : ‘ :

Lady Violent, Now am I perfuaded you make
-a jeft of me. ; v

Mrs. dffable., No, indeed, my dear! I refpect
che defire of knowledge whatever it be. Nay I
am perfuaded that you have wic enough to fuc=
‘cced. in - that ftudy; but-——

Lady Violent. One may eafily perceive, you arc
a French woman, by your flattering .

Mrs. 4ffable. I don’t defign youany compliment,
madam ; can you imaging {intend to praife you by
faying you have & great deal of wit? That is not
~at all my way of thinking. I value wit {o very
Liccle, thatif had all.the wit in the. world laid in
a heapatmy feet, 1 would not ftoop. to take it up;
whereas 1 would go choulands of  miles to pick
up a lictle good {fenfe. I never meant to praile

you
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you for your capacity. But now T will commend
you in a manner, which I muft have you pleafed
with.  Tam perfuaded you will make very good
ufe of your tslents ; and thar after you have applied
your mind diligently to the ftudy and pradtice of Sp-
crates’s philofophy, "you will be in 3 condition to
ftudy the philofophy of the  ancients his prede-~
ceflors.  Yes, my dear, you are capable of any
thing, if you will but overcomte yourfelf'; and
fomething "within me feems to promife that you
will. T could almoft venture a wager, that you will
be the beft and the moft learned of your fex;
but firlt you muft be very good ; and then you
and I will lay our heads together and contrive
to be very knowing and learned.

Lady Louisz. T muft here declare a very foolifh
‘thing I did Cother day. Hearing thata lady of my
acquaintance was gone to a lefture of philofophy, T
-made the faddeft jeft of her and ridiculed her moft
unmercifully. I deferved that much more myfelf
for judging about matters that I only knew by
name. Iam quite athamed of this, and I am now
fo far from looking on the love of philofophy
as a wrong turn of the mind, that I defire to
commence philofopher, if Mrys. dfable will but
‘be fo kind as to give me a helping hand.

Mrs. Affable. You have pafied fentence againft
“your felf like a lady of great goud fenfe; and L.
thall tell you my thoughts upon the matter ;. but
as this may be tedious to our younger ladies ; and
as they have been a long time here, it is proper
to put it off to our nexc meeting.  Pray let me
{ee you in the morning; the children will not be
here; and it will be better.

Lady Mary. So, you forbid me coming, Mrs.

“Affable,
4 Mis.
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Mrs. Affable. T do not forbid you, my dear; but

would advife you to ftay at home; I am fure you
will be ill tired. Thefe {ubjetts are too ferious for
Jictle people of your age.

Lady Mary.. Mrs. Affable always forgets, that T
am near eight years old; and that Iam as impatient
1o learn as any of the ladies.

Mrs. Affable. Well! children, you have my-con-
{fent to do as you pleafe, but on condition that when
you are tired, you fhall be at liberty to goand play.
That will be fome diverfion at leaft.

-
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Mrs. AFFABLE.

~ OW now ladies! you are all here, not

even excepting lady Violent. Tell me, my

‘dear ; did not Mama lay her commands upon you
to come?

Lady Violent. No, Mrs. Affables curiofity brought

me to hear what you would fay of philofophy, in
hopes, that chere might be fome few words about
the ftars.

Mrs. Affable. You are {trangely carried away by
an inclination for the ftars. 1 cannot promife to
fpeak about them ; and a very good reafon why.
I really know nothing of the matter; but you re-
smember our agreement; W are to join in the
ftudy of that part of philofophy; after we have
practifed the other.

Lady Violent. This is very fly, Mrs. Affable, and

~a mere fuppofition. That condition, I well re-
member, was propofed, but not aceepted by nﬁf'
; IS,
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Mrs. Afable. Did Iftand in need of your “con-
fent to the agreement I propofed? Don’t I know,
‘that a young Lady of your gnod fenfe cannor
refufe fuch terms?” Go, my dear; I look upon this
‘as a point agreed to. Remember,fchildren, that
I infilt upon your going to play, ‘as foon as the
leflon” grows the leaft uneafy to you. We fhall
have done in very good time; and Iady Scxfible,
dhall read you a litele fable fhe wrote in her tra-
vels. - Lady Louifa, I promifed my opinion with re-
gard to your defire of ftudying philofophy; and
this is my judgment upon the matter. The ftudy
of moral philofophy is beyond all queftion ne-
ceffary ; that part of philofophy is the art of living
happily by leading a virtuous life; your intereft
therefore, requires your application |10 ;this ftudy.,
The lady you mentioned was not in al] probability
going to a leure of moral philefophy ; but how-
ever the did not deferve to be rallied on that
‘account. There are points of knowledge, . the
deemingly very diftant, that difpofe and prepare
for the do&rine I am to teach ; as for example
geometry which is the fcience of numbers  and
meafures.” ‘ ’

Lady Lucy. T muft own T cannot fee the connexi-
on between the fcience of numbers and a virtuous
T

Mrs. dffable. With a very little refletion you
will foon difcover how they are conneéted, [ beg
an anfwer to all the queftions I {hall propofe. Do
all men defire to be happy ?

Lady Lucy. To be fure, Madam, and, in my opi-
‘nion, chis defire fets all orher pafiions at work.

Mrs. dffable. You fay very well. Covetoufnefs
is 2 defire of being happy by means of riches; am-
bition feeks to be bappy by dignities and pofts; vo-
luptuoufnefs places happinefs in the enjoyment ef
oy {enfual
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{enfual pleafures. - Now I put this other’ queﬁion,
are all men happy, who have this violent thirft of
happinefs? ' 3yl

Lady Lucy. Certainly not. : ;

Mrs. Affable. Then riches, honours, and plea-
fures cannot conftitute the happinefs of man.

Lady Lucy. Perhaps they might, were they pof=
feffed in the degree they are defired.

Mrs. Affable. But do you think it poflible for a
man to arrive at a pitch that he can with for no-
‘thing more ?

Lady Luzy. If Tmay judge of others by myfelf,
I dor’t think it. = Many things have I withed for
Gnce I wasborn ; I thought I thould be happy, and
defire nothing more.  But alas! Madam, no foon-
-er was I polieffled of what - I defired, but it grew
‘yery indifferent to me; and my thoughts frrayed to
other objeéts, which very likely I fhall defpife as
{oon as pofleiled.

Lady Mary. I was juft fo, Mrs. Affable 5 1 long-
ed to be feven years old, and then thought I hould
‘be perfeitly ealy. Now I wantto Le as tall as
ludy Senfible s and then perhaps 1 {hall with to be as
big as lady Lugy. Shall we never have done with
thele withes? "Tis a great folly methinks inftead of
‘Being contented with what I have, to be unealy
for what I have not ,
~ Mrs. dffable. Thatis really philofophical. Tell
me, Lady Lucy, were men to make the fame ré-~
feltion with Lady Mary, do not you think that even
{elf-love would desermine them to moderate their
defires and enjoy the prefent fach asitis? >

Lady Lucy. I think{o, Mrs. Affable, but all, and 1
chiefly,feldom refleét; and when we do, our reflec-
tions reft upon wrong principles. Many falfe ideas
encumber the mind, and the refleCtion is made {u-
tably to the principles that gave it birth, A '

: ; I'Sse
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Mrs. Affable. You have pointed out the true
caufe of all-the misfortunes and errors of mankind.
They are attuated by the lights they have and thofz
often prove falfe. The covetous man, for inftance,
views riches under a deceitful light ; he judges them
4 proper means to fatisfy his inclination; upon
this bottom. he facrifices all to heap up treafures.
¥ not only mean thofe who defire wealch to lock it
up, but even thofe, who make not only an innocent,
but proper ufe of their fubftance, Ta inftance, 2
pesfon is perfuaded that no figure is made, nor any
refpet gained in the world but in proportion to
the wealth he poffefies ; as he has a great affe@ion
for his off-fpring he endeavours to treafure up large
fums, and goes o faras to think that he difcharges
a duty of confcience, tho’ the means to arrive at
the end he propofes may, to fay ne worfe, be very
queftionable. Now let him place on one fide the
refpett paid to wealth and on the other that regard
‘which i§ fhewn to, and is the recompenfe of virtue
and bright talents, it is certain he would find no
comparifon between the two and would chufe the
Iatter ; thatis, refle@ion grounded upon folid prin-
ciples would lead him to the knowledge of their
true value ; and the underftanding, which had been
‘mifled by a wrong idea, would be re&ified and re-
cover the miftake. Do you underftand me, ladies ?

Lady Senfble. Perfettly well, Mrs. Affable ; that
perfon would weigh both in his ferious thoughts
and chufe that, which appeared to carry the moft
“weight.

Mrs. Affable. Juft fo, my dear. Now, lady Lucy,
do you conceive of what fervice geometry is in -
philofophy. A geometer is always with a plummet
and rule ; he meafures, he calculates, he draws
Jines, he gets a habit of doing all things by rule,
he looks upon nothing as clear that he has not cal-
iy culated ;
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culated; and in fome meafure proceeds with the
fame exalnefs in all fciences :

Lady Loui/a. Oh, Mrs. Affabls ) all my hopes
are over. OFf all things T hate numbers. Muit X
learn geometry to become a philofopher ?

Mrs. 4ffable. Take courage, Madam ; I cannot
teach you that geometry, which T do not know ;
but I will ufe my beft endeavours to give you a
geometrical underftanding ; T miftake ; that cannot
be my gift, bue I will difpole and engage you to
make ufe of that natural geometry, which God
has placed in the minds of all men. There are
other fciences, which lielp to meral philofophy, and
of which fome noticns thall be given as occafion
fevves. _

Lady Mary. Whatis the meaning of notions ?

Mrs. Affable. Notionsare general ideas and, fuch
as they are, adapted to the ladies. But, children,
what I can teach isvery little, as I am pretty
much a ftranger to thofe {ciences. I will feck the
gruch in your hearts and my own ; there it is only
found and there it certainly is, as I fhall make it
appear to you fome day or othesiiii L '

Lady Lucy. The proof will be amufing ; and
that is all; for I rely fo much upon you, that I
fhall always take your word. 1

Mrs. Affable. You muft begin, Madam, with
correfting this difpofition ; itis the greateft obfta-
cle to the ftudy of philofophy.

Lady Louifa But why fhould not we believe
you, Ms. ‘Affable? Surely, you would not de-
ceive us. : f

Mrs. Affable. As 1 am difpofed at prefent I un-
doubtedly would not ; but who knows, whether a
‘violent paffion may not alter my way of thinking
and make me deceitful ? befides may I not be de-
“ceiyed myfelf, tho’ I may haye the beft imc-ntilon
s that
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that can be ? I am very ignorant and were I the
moft knowing among created beings ftill I thould
not be infallicle. * God only is fo. _ :

Mifs Rural. This pleafes me ! now I have carried
my point

Mrs. Affable. What do you mean, my dear ?

. Mifs Raral. You fhall hear, Mrs. dffable. 1 have
rcad fome part of Mr. Locke and Mr. Clarke’s
‘writings ; {ome things I took to be true, but others
I found contrary to my ideas. Mama faid I was
very proud to prefer my way of thinking to that of
fuch great men.  Now in my opinion I have the
fame right to think as they ; and if God intended
1 fhould make ufe of thofe gentlemen’s reafon, he
would never have given me my own private
reafon. ‘

Mrs. Affable. That was juft what T would have
faid to thefe ladies. You muft not believe becaufs
you have heard or read, but becaufe it is agrecable
to reafon to believe or to be perfuaded that things
are fo or otherwife. I pretend, ladies, that you ihail
‘difcufs and examine every thing I fay and contradict

me, when you think you have reafon todo it. You
fhall propoie your reafons; I fhall be at liberty to
‘give mine; and let thofe be judged beft that bear
the moft weight.
- Lady Tempesi. ‘1 have often in a difpute been
afrdid of feeing the truth in as much as I muft
have owned, that I was in the wrong ; and that
is dedath to me. 5

Mrs. A4ffable. That difpofition is one of the great-
eft enemies to true philofophy. Our inquities after
truth muft be fincere; thofe muft be efteemed our
beft friends, who difcover the truthto us, tho’ at the
expence of our pride. Were you and I my dear to
travel in a road quite unknown to you, and that you
ftood on the brink of a precipice in danger of fal-

; ling
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ling either down that, or at lealt into the dirt a-
fnother way, could you take it amifs if I put a light
into your hand to fee the way out of fuch a dan-
gerous {pot. '

" Lady Zempefi. On the contrary, I fhould be ex~-
tremely obligated to Mrs. Affable. )

Mrs. Affable. And you muft have the like obli-
gations to thofe, who thew you the truth, If you
are deceived in matters of moment, there is a pre-
cipice ; if in trifles, that is a miry road. ’Tisnot
indeed fo dangerous as a precipice; but I muft fore-
warn you, that it leads to one. When we get a
cuftom of forming a wrong judgment though in
teifles, there isa hazard of contraéting a bad habit
in things that are of imporrance. Well! dear lady
Mary, are not you very forry, that you came this
morning ; is not all this mighty tedious ?

" Lady Mary. Mrs. Affable is not infallible; here
(he is miftaken, and may perceive, that I have been
attentive to the leffon by the liberty I take to con-
tradit her. ; :

Mrs. Affable. As youihew clearly, that you have
minded the leflon, and repeat it fo well, I muft
vield, and own candidly that I am_miftaken. I
will now repeat in fhort what has been faid; or
racher try, whether lady Senfible has taken my mean-=
ing right. Come, my dear, give us the fubftance
of our converfation.

Lady Senfible. foral philofophy is the art of
living happily by leading a vircaous life. Our faults
‘come from the falfe ideas we conceive of the good
or bad things of this life ; and, as our ations are
induenced by our judgments, a Wwrong judgment
is an obftacle to a virtuous life.

Geometry accuftoms the mind to a regular pro-
cefs, to an exadt calculations and geometrical
craths are always evident as there {s"'mo rule

: with~
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without a clear proof. And hence we muft take care
to form a geometrical underftanding, -that is, upon
«<ertain rules and undoubted principles.

As God has given each one his reafon, we muft
make ufe of our own without depending implicit-
ly upon that of others. And thus a fundamen-
tal difpofition for philofophy is not to believe any
thing, but what our underftanding after a rational
inquiry judges proper to be believed.

But as our reafon may be darkened by pride
and other paffions, the love of ‘truth muft over-
come pride and thofe paffions. _

Mrs. dffable. Extremely well repeated, my dear,
Now, Iadies, is any thing that has been faid con.
trary to the light of nature?

Lady Zucy. 1 aflure you, Mrs. Affable, that I
have always been in that way of thinking,

Lady Louifa. It looks to me, as if I had always
known this; itis {fo agreeable to what I have al.
ways thought, tho’ my knowledge was but con-
fufed. :

Mrs. 4fable. This is one of the firft proofs, that
we have hic upon the truth. It firikes the mind
immediately and chimes with our own fentiments,
provided we are without prejudice.

. Lady Charlotze. Pray, Mrs. Affable, what is a
prejudice ?

- Mrs. dffable. A judgment we form without a
good reafon.

Lady Lucy. Then T have gone upon nothing but
prejudice ; for I really never troubled my head
about a reafon for any thing.

Mrs. dffuble. You are not the only one, my dear;
we are {o {lothful, {o giddy, that we chufe to truft
others,  rather than have the trouble of ufing our
own underfanding. The prejudices contraéted in
our infancy ftick clofe to us, and are a great

hindrance
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hindrance to our difcovering the truth. Before we
take leave of thisarticle ladies, I muft recommend
one thing to you very particu*s?_r!y.' One of'the {o-
cial virtues is to humour others prejudices, when
they are only ridiculous; among thefe one of the
motlt eftablifhed and current prejudices is, that wo-
men muft be ignorant. As to yourfelves be fure
never to fall in with the common in this refpett,
that is, take care toavoid ignorance, but don’t ar-
gue the point with thofe, who have adopred this
oor wretched maxim. Hence we muft conceal
- thefe little ftudies that are the fubjet of our meet-
ings and behave with the ignorant, as if we were
fo. Thereis a fpice of cruelty in pretending to
~carry it high with perfons unacquainted with tri-
fles that we underftand. Never afiet to make a
fhew of wit and knowledge; ’tis fo much out
- of rule, that even ignorance is a treafure in coms
parifon with that fulfom parade. |
I promifed you a fable of lady Senfible’s compo-
fition ; but firlt you thould know what gave occa-
fion to this performance. We were lodged at Paris,
“in a houfe ready furnifhed and fadly plagued with
mice. A German lady came into the houfe upon
our going to Verfailles. She chafed the mice with
fo much fuccefs that when we came back, there
was not one left. This gave lady Sexfic/e the hint |
for making the little fable fhe is going to repeat
&0 the ladics.

The
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The Moufe, a Fable. |

The account, ewhich parents give of their pafl ﬁ[/z'e:,\ '
is but threwwn away on their off -[pring. '

 Anaged moufe, very far advanced in years and
arrived at the laft period of life, got her numerous
family together and addrefled them ‘in the follow-
ing words. : '
“ My dear children, if any thing could make me
regret leaving this world, the idea of dangers to
which I forefee you will be expofed after my de-
rarture would certainly have that effeét. But in
thefe lafk moments I am willing to entertain’ the
flattering hope, that you will receive, and prattife
the good and falutary advice I am about to give
you. If you will follow thofe rules, you may, as
1 have done, reach an extreme old age.  To en-
courage your obedience to the dying words of a
parent, I will give you an account of my paft
ey
< I was born in this houfe, where younow live,
but have been witnefs to many changes and revolu-
tions in this place. About ‘the time of my birth,
the houfe was tenanted by a young Englifh lady ;
{he was very rich. Oh, dear children! this houfe
was then - thedeat of plenty, and might with jui-
tice be called the Peru of poor mice. ‘Shekept an
open table and forty fervants. You may eafily
guefs, that with {o many fervants the took very
P tele thought, or care, to look after her houfe. A
houft-keeper, a fleward, and a fat cook were to
bring in, and to manage their provificns; and the
Lord knows how they didit. Thefe three raifed
great contributions cn the tradefmen they employ=
ed ; it was their intereft to increafe the expence.
great
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great deal was eat, more was walfted ; this was
'a means, wherebywe not only enjoyed plenty, but
lived in fafety. We fcorned the leavings of a fe-
cond table, fince we could feed on the niceft bits ;
for nothing was laid up. Two overgrown cats:
whofe proper office, one would have thought,  was
to guard the kitchen, left us at full li.ter‘ty_, .and
ipent the time, that pailed between their delicious.
meals, in the {ofteft flumbers. I could tell a thou-
1and curious anecdotes, to which I was a witnels
trom the time of my infancy. The houfe-keeper’s
apartment was the place of my birth ; here in this
{ubterraneous palace, fhe received the homages of
her inferiours ; and for the moft part with a proud
haughty air, that difcouraged them much. Some-
times, indeed, the vouchfafed to be more civil and
humane, and would return a gracious lock for thofe
adorations, which however, generally fpeaking did
not go unrewarded ; and fetting her great imper-
tinence afide, fhe was really one of the beft-tem-
pered women. She would have the looks of the
fervants fpeak the wealth of their miftrefs ; and
with great humanity, fhe confidered them in
what they wanted. The maids in the kicchen
were allowed but very forry water-gruel, and no
tez, but Mrs. houfe-keeper made hei’s {o ftrong
and put {o much more frefh sea {o often, that the
“poor girls had a very tolerable deco&ion to their
dhare. The place, where the fugar was kept,
was not altogether inacceflible; and when
fhe found it had been fingered, ihe would fay
with a fmile, We mufi live, and let live. She car-
ried her condefcenfion fo far, that all had cream
to their zea; buc this was to be kept out of the
bill, for fear her ladyfhip one day or other fhould
take a fa_ncy to look it over ; the method was to
charge eight quarts of milk, inftead of four ;

thus
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thus things were made even and no harm done. Tt
would be endlefs to particularize all the wafte
mhade either to gratify herfelf, ' or out of com-
plaifance to othets; but I will not enlarge more,
than I have done, to give an example of modera=
tion not to be parallel'd by any old woman that
has ftept into the recital of old done deeds. The
firft years of my life were fpent whilft this good
woman prefided over our domeftic affairs; but,
by the greateft misfortune that ever happened, this
happy ftate difappeared ‘on a fudden like a golden
dream, wheréof nothing remains but a melancholy
remembrance. - The Lady, who had not propor=~
tioned her expences to her income, was ruined,
and reduced to go and live in the country; in
thort we had new lodgers in our houfe. T had but
little experience as I was fo young; and the
change did not coft me a tear; I looked upon
the alteration as a thing of no concern, but came
too foon acquainted with my misforrune. Our
new miftrefs had as grand a retinue as the firft;
but then, the houfe was in as great order and as
regular, as if the had but a couple of fervants, and
quite contrary to the polite cuftoms and ufes in
modern management fhe looked after her own
affuirs and only trufted herfelf with the infpec-
tion into all the particutars of houfe-keeping.
Sugar, conferves, {weet meats and all articles of
that nature were locked up in a proper place;
and madam kept the key. She could tell to the
greateft nicety what provifions would {erve the
Fumilys and ic was not poffible to impofe upon her,
even in trifles. She was for an eafy free and withal
a magnificent appearance without wafte. T was
foon reduced to feed on the crumbs that fell from
+he fervants table; not a forry bit of cheefe,
not a frump of a candle was to-be found; all
e was
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~was pick’t up and laid out to the greateft advan-
ctage. Curfed woman! I cried out in an excefs of
«grief, who, that faw the numbers of dithes that
crowded her table, who cotld ever imagine that
a poor moufe, who requires fo little food, thould
-be in danger of ftarving in ber houfe ! I hoped
this would not continue long ; but I foon gave
up a fruitlefs hope and void of comfort. .The
~two  harmlefs and' peaceable cats I mentioned
-before had not yet quitted the houfe, and made
a moft melancholy figure. I was curious to know
their thoughts on the matter, and one night ‘that
~they had a ferious converfation upon the point,
I very cautioufly flipt to the hole that opened
into my apartment to_liften to the two fages,

-and hear what they faid.” ) ;
¢ You are then refolved to quit the houfe, the
‘place of your birth, faid the younger cat to
“ his elder, and pray fays-the other with an angry
look, what poffibility is there of ftaying longer 2
Has not the faft, ‘which I have been forced to
keep, reduced me to skin and bones ? But, replied
the younger, have not we ftill a good refource

left 7 Let Mr. Cook be as watchful as he pleales ;
I have both {light and courage enough to live Dy
induftry; befides our miftrefs is old and crazy, her
death cannot be far off, and muft caufe fome
change in our circumftances. Vain hopes! cried
out the old cat; I muft tell you, that our ill ftars
have brought a German lady to the houfe ; and
farther, that our misfortune is paft all remedy.
The German ladies have a notion, that it is their
duty to look after their houfes; they chufe
and watch their domeftics fo clofe, ‘that it is not
an eafy ‘matter to deceive them. They teach
them to be regular and methodical ; and the cock,
‘who has been inftruéted by this lady thefe ten
2 years
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ears is not to be jefted with, if any thing is mifs=

ino. the leaft theft is as much as the life of the :

D)

moit valuable cat is worth. Befides, it is idle to
think that our miftrefs’s age can make any
change in our circumftances. ‘Thofe curied Ger-
mans are mad enough to bring up their daugh-
ters in the fame {pirit of ccconomy, as they were
bred themfelves. The young ladies, let them be
never fo rich, think it no difhonour to enter into
2 minute account of all that relates to houfe-keep-
“ing ; they arealways told, that, to fatisty the ex-
pences {fuitable to their rank and at the fame
time not to prejudice any perfon, all fuper-
fluous outgoings muft be retrenched ; that fer-
“ yvants mult be kept in.a way to want and to
wafte nothing, with a thoufand other Gotbic ma-
xims, of which they never get the better.”
A footman cam® into the kitchin and broke off
" the converfation ; the cats difappeared the next
“day. I was but young and did not fo much mind
the ferious and fenfible difconrfe of the elder, as I
did the airy flights of the younger cat; and as I
could no longer bear my prefent fituation and
circumtances, I determined to fet all my induftry
at work; to alleviate the wretched plight I was
in, after a thoufand attempts I found a way into
the room, where the lady lock't up her {tonecs
and made myfelf amends with moft delicious fare
for the long abftinence I had kepr; the pleafure
of faring fo well was fometimes interrupted
with {erious refle€tions, that my all was at frake;
and I trembled for fear the theft thould coine.
to be difcovered; but however I pluck’t up a
ond “heart. - The former feemed to infure fu-
ture oood fuccefs. T had rabbed the old houfe-
czeper a hundred times, - who never took any
precaution to- guard againft my incoads. Haw
s 4 fenfelefs

Sl anlins

1
:
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fenfelefs was 1?2 T was a firanger to the diffe-
rence between the fervant’s and tae miftrels’s eye,
bur foon learned it ac my own coft. Emboldened
with this early fucce’s, I returned the next day
to the fatal place. The firit thing I obferved was
a kind of engine grated up at one end and a
bit of bacon freth broiled. . The fmell was quite
inviting ; [ walked in (an entrance was left open)
I feized the prey ; but oh! ill fated hour; whereof
many years have not yet obliterated the memory.
I had fcarce touched the difaftrous morfel, when
the door of that infernal machine fell with a
dreadful noife and confined me without any
hopes of ever efcaping. How often did I then:
curfe my glattony ! What purpofes did I not
make for my furture condu&, if I could be’fo
happy as to efcape this danger! The fall of the
trap foon brought in my miftrefs; and I heard
ber pafs the dreadful fentence againft the pri-
foner ; I was condemned to be drowned, and a
chamber-maid was ordered to execute the ‘fen-
tence. You tremble children ; and nothing in all
appearance, could poffibly fave me. The awk-
ardnels the executioner pitched upon to be the
infrument of her miftrefs’s vengeance proved
my fafety. I efcaped upon the very point of
being cxecuted and having bought wit by dread-.
ful experience, I endeavoured to correlt a vice
that had like to have proved the ruin of me. I
never came out without the greateft precaution
and all my excurfions were confined to the kitehen.
This frugal way of life, to which I was now re-
duced. appeared at firft more terrible than the
danger that brought me {o near to my end ; buc
cuftom made my condition eafier ; nay, I found
that abitinence mended my conftitution ; and at
Jaft I thanked my ftars that brought me under a

D3 happy
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happy neceflity of moderating” my appetite and'
the defire of gratifying my pa]ate. I have fur-
vived three generarionsof mice, that I was ac-
quainted with in this houfe ; ; few ‘have reached the
term they might naturally have expefled. Di-
feafes moltly bred by intemperance have carried
off fuch as- efcaped the wigilance of cats and
inares laid by men.. But 1 find my ftrength
fails me ; farewell, {weet children, dread the un-
happy clofet, where death lurks under pem 1cious
fiveets. I die contented, becaufe I die with hopes
you will follow my advice. Farewell,” .
Scarce had this wife moufe breathed her laft,
but her young and {prightly family fell into mu-
taal coqgfgLuIJLlons on their being rid at 1alt of
the reltraint they fuffered from the prefence of
this old dotard; 1o'they filed her very diliefpet=
fully; her advice wias }aughed at; her temperance
was conftrued coveroufneis and her circumf{pedti-
on want of courage. They made their way to
the fatal clofet; a mple fence of ftrong paper to
fecure a pot of £ fwect-meats was {oon demolifhed ;
they began to with one ancther joy on their elca-
ping the dangers they were warned againit by the
old moufe. But their ﬁmth was very thort lived;
a cat and two traps took their poft in the clofet-
and in lefs than a week not a moufe was Iéft of
thotc who defpifed the experience and wife docu-
ments of their great-grand-mother. From hence
we may concluds that,
- The account, awhich parents give of their [aﬁfollzu
Is but throwwn away upon their offspring. :
Lady Witty. 1 aflure you, dear {riend, this is
the pretuelt ittle fable I ever heard; and I would
freely give all the world that I could make {uch

another.
Lady.
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., Lady Lacy. It is extremely fine in my opinion,
buc I think the moral fomething too fevere. I
haye an averfion to that ceconomcial exaltnels;
‘and I fhould be downright miferable if T was obli-
ged to fubmit to fuch trifles.
~ Lady Leui/a.  Indeed Mys. Affable-1 think o
too; that fcrupulous nicety about fuch trifles ill
‘becomes a perfon of quality that is rich. Whata
fad thing to be always upon the watch for fuch
bagatelles and to ftoop fo low as to ask a milk-wc-
.man, whether fhe brought cream inftead of milk!
Suppofe the whole amounted to twenty pieces a
.year (Iam fure it could not be more) is it worth
“while to fubmir to that drudgery and to be looked
upon byfervantsasa bufy body and a pinch-penny ?
Mrs. Affable. ¥ am very fure, madam, that
“ not a year pafles, but that fingle article comes to
“a hundred guineas. However let it be twenty,
.and, if yon pleafe but ten. Are the ten guineas
. yours to be fquandered away at pleafure? Is the
. fault committed by your fervants, who cheat theix
_miftrefs, and , which they would have avoided,
if you had been more careful, is this fault np-
.thing ? Confider this well, ladies, you are draw-
.ing near the age, that you are likely to be married.
. Oeconomy is a capital duty mn a wife; fhe is an-
{werable to her husband, her children and the poor
for all that belongs to the family, and is account-
_able hefides for all the ill that 1s done, could fhe
- have prevented it by her vigilance.
Mils Sophia. Then a young lady marries to be
a fervant and a flave. :
Mrs. Affable. Not fo my dear, but to be a
_companion to her husband, a miftrefs of her houfe
and a mother of a family. Are not thefe fpecious
titles? But'they are atrended -with particular obli-
- gations.  For inftance when on¢ admits a partner
4 in
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in trade, the trouble and the advantage of com-
merce is to be fhared in proportion between the
two partners. What would you fay to a mer-
“chant thut would infift on half the advantage, tho’
he walked about from morning til] night, and left
“his partner the whole trouble of buying, felling,
packing, &c ? You would think him very un-
Jult; becaufe in thefe affociations the trouble and
toe profit muft be common.
Lady Lasy. 'Tis certainly juft it thould be fo :
but then I'don’cunderftand, how a young lady who
‘may be o happy in her condition, can have the
courage to marry. How can fhe refolve to exchange
her quiet and eafe for the cares, folicitude and
perplexiries that atténd a married ftace, where per-
fons are refolved to do their duty? How can ihe
venture upon a perfon that fhe knows very lictle if
at all, who conceals for a while fome very great
“defe@, whole intereft it is to conceal it and who
~muft have fome little faults that fhe muft bear
“with ? Throw into the account the trouble the
-muft have with her children from their diftempers,
" misbehaviour, the pains to be taken of courfe to
“provide for them. How can a young Jady be fo
gay and eafy at the very moment that the expofes
“her felf to all thefe dangers ? I fay once more, it
" 1s what I cannot underfiand.
_ Lady Louifa. But I do perfe@tly well, Mrs.
“Affabte ;s I have feen feveral of my friends mar-
ricd.  Well! They were taken up with their
* cloths, diamonds and equipage. They never once
thought, that marriage was attended with duties
- or daingers of this conlequence. T knew one that
- was put in mind of all this ; fhe faid very calmly,
1 dy not know what it is to fear; if my bafband is ill-
temperedy let bim thank bimfelf 5 1 will be out from
meraing till night 5 and be may growl by Limfelf. b]f
! ik ¢
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be fpend bis eftate, keep mifireffes, or we me ill in
other refpelts, I avill make him [o uneafy, that he
Jball be forced to a diworce. If 1 have a large
family I muft have a good expert houfe-keeper?
When children come, they fhall have a governefs.

Mrs. Afable. Hark ye, ladies, thefe are charm-
ing difpofitions. Was the Lady as good as her
word ?

Lady Lowifa. That fhe was, Mrs. 4fable. She
“went beyond what fhe threatned. They ate now
parted as fhe faw they would be. She lives
without 1¢putation, friends or tolerable means of
fubfifting. You muft know fhe became a game-
fter ; now fhe lofes her feparate maintenance be-
fore it comes due ; and the creditors receive her
a'lowance.

Mrys. Affable. I could have ventured a wager it
would end fo. We will take foine other occafion
to talk this matter over, and in effeét, ladies, there
is a great deal to be faid on this important ar=
ticle. ’Tis now too late; we thall meet again
by and by ; pray come early; we bhave a great

deal to do this afternoon. ;
BT A E @ R e TN

Mrs. AFFABLE.
O ME dear lady Mary, let us have your
ftory. :

Lady #ary. When 4heb heard, that Eljjah was
coming, he went to meet him, and faid, ‘ars 1bon
be that troubleth Ifvael and hindereth us from rain 2
Elijab anfwered, I have not troubled Ifracl, but thou
and thy father’s hou'e in that you adore Baa/; now

1 "Dig order
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order the four hundred prophets to be aflembled
that eat at Fejebel's table. The falle prophets re-
paired to E/jab at mount Carme/; and Elijab fpeak-
g to the lraelites {aid, How long halt ye between
wa gpinions, that is, how long will ye ferve two
Gods? If Baa/is the true God, you muft ferve
him only; but if the Lord be the true God, whom
I preach to you, you muft forfake Bas/. But a
trial muft be made to difcover which is the
true God. I remain the only prophet of the Lord,
but Baal’s prophets are four hundred and fifty
men. Give a victim for facrifice to each fides
we will lay both on an altar, and put no fire un-
der ; the God whofe vi&tim fhall be confumed by
fire from heaven, fhall be true God. A vi&im
was given to the prophets of Baal/; they called
upon him from morning even till zoon to {end down
fire from heaven upon the victim ; they cut theme
Jelves after their manner awith knives to move Baal.
Elijab {eeing all this mocked them, and faid, cry alwud s
perhaps your God fleepeth or is taken up
with other thoughts thatr hinder his hearing your
prayers. At noon Eljah raifed an altar wich
twelve ftones according to the number of the
gribes; and he made a trench about the alwar
where he placed the vitim ; ‘he ordered it to be
plentifully {prinkled with water three times, fo
that the vitim was foaked through, and the
water filled the trench about the altar. Then
Elijah raifed his voice in prayer to the Lord;
and’ inftantly a grear fire from heaven confu.
med the vi&tim and /icked up the water that was in
the trench.  The people of Ifrael aftonifhed with
the prodigy fell on their faces to the grouad, fay-
mg, the Lord is the only God. 1If fo, faid Elijab,
take thefe prielts of Bual that deceive you and
Iet not one of them cicape. 'The peopic obeyed
A : Elijan
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Eiijah, and all the Prophets of Baal were deftroyel
that day.

Mean while Elijab frooping to the ground refted
Lis head on his knees and prayed to the Lord for
rain ; he fent out his fervant feveral times to ob-
ferve whether any thing appeared. And the fe~
venth time his {fervant brought word, that a little
clould was rifing out of the fea. Upon this he fent
his feryant with the following meflage to Abab,
Prepare thy chariot, and get back to thy city; for we
fhall foon have a very great rain. It happened as
the prophet had forerold.

%ol being informed of the flaughter of her
prophets fent notice to Elijah, that, before twenty
four hours were over, he thould be treated in the
fame manner he had treated thofe, whom the pro-
teéked.  Elijab heating this made. his efcape into
the de art, where he walked a whole day and at
1alt fac down under a tree, and overcome with
grief begged of God to take him out of the
world. Upon this he fell afleep; an angel touchs
ed him and faid, arife and eat. He looked about
and faw fome victuals near him.; and after he had
taken fome nourifhment be laid him down to fleep
again. The angel waked him a fecond time and

Afaid, arife for the journey is 1oo great for thee. Elijab
obeyed the Angel, and was {o frrengthened with
this meat, thar he walked forty days and forty
nights, tilkhe came unto Horeb the mount of God,

Lady Senfible. Lord! Mis, Affable, how beau-
tiful is the hiftory of the holy wric! tho’ you

- made me learnit by heart, ‘the repetition is as

“agreeable to me, as if I had never heard it be-
fore ; it infpires us with aw and a great refpect
. for the power and majefty of God. : :

Lady Mary. For my part, I prefer it to all your
fairy-tales. ~ Would you belieye it, Mrs, Affables

: Lamy
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I'am pretty much out of conceit with them, T be-
gin to think they are not altogether true,

Mrs. dffable. You are growing up towards a
young woman. Tales are proper to amule chil- .
dren; but, as one comes to riper years and more
reafhn, we grow athamed of being taken up with
whatis falfe. I thall not entertain you with many
more ; becaule befides thofe paflages and events
re’ated in the fcripeures, T have many ‘more that
are very agreeable and alfo very true. '

Lady Loufa. T confefs, Mrs. AFable, there are
fome tales, which I read with pleature. For
example the fable we had from lady Senfible is
as good as a true ftory and very inftrudtive wichal.

Lady Charlotte. But, Ladies, Mrs Affable, con-
trives tales on purpofe for us. ' You did not come
to our leffons two years ago. Mrs. 4fuble made
a tale about one £/ife. It was exaltly my cha-
rafter.  Perhaps no hittory could have fu'nifhed
fuchanother. I do affure you, that it has contri-
buted much to my amendment.

Mrs. Affuble. Well, my dear! fince they are
fo ufeful to you, we muft have fome now and
then. It is time to make fome refe&ions upon
the paflage we have juft heard from the feripture.

It a prophet fhould come to London, might not
he fay as Elijab did to the Ifraelites, bow long awill
ye halt between two? If the Lord is the true God
you mufl forfake all other Gods for bim.

Mils Molly. Pray, Mrs. 4fable, do we adore
any idols ?

Mrs. Affable. Alas! it is but too true, my
dear! Money is the idol of the covetous and of
-many who difclaim that imputation ; - ambition
is their idol, who defire to command ; pride is
“theirs who affe@ to thine either by beauty or
wit; plays, operas, aflemblies, balls are the jdols

i of

>
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of thofe, who only purfue diverfions. ~There
would be no end; if all the faife divinities we
dore ‘were to be named, that is, the divinities,
to whom we pay the facrifice due to God

- Lady Charloste. Are balls, aflemblies, and thofe
other aiverfions finful ?

© . Mrs. Afable. Hlow muft I anfwer this quefion,
my dear friend ? If I givea true anf{wer, I fhall
be thought a fool, a madwoman, a methodiit; if
T diffemble, I fhall fail in a point of duty ; repu-
tation, «credit and the fear of being ridiculed will
become an idol, to which I fhall bafely facrifice
the regard that is due to truth and to you. But,
before .I give my anfwer, let us feec a little ; are
you a chrijiian?

Lady Charlite. Surely, we are all fo, I fuppofe,

Mrs. Affable. But can you tell me, what it is to -
be a chriftian. What do you think, lady Laucy?
you are the eldeft and of courfe fhould be the beft
inftruted. :

Lady Lucy. No doubt, but thefe ladies are better
fo than I am.  However, I fancy, I know enough
to anfwer your queftion. A chriflian is one
that believes in JFe/us Chriff. ~

Mrs. dffable. That is {fomething, but not all.
To be a chriffian, you muft not only believe in
Fefus Chrift, but you muft over and above be ani-
smated by his {pirit, give credit to his maxims,
‘adopt them in pradtice s  love what he hath
Joved, hate what he hath hated and profcribed.
Whsn  we come to repeat his life out of the
golpel, we will examine the fpiric that attuated
‘this God-man, who is not only our Saviour, but
.our model ; and the anfer I give thall be taken
from his example. Mean while what I can fay
is, that many of the diverfions lately named are
-contrary to tue {pirit of Chriftianity. For exam-
ple
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ple plays, fuch as are reprefented upon your ftage,
and {everal that are ated upon onrs. - As to balls,

aflemblies, and other paftimes, tho’ it may be faid

that of themlfelves they are not finfill, yet they

undoubtedly become {o by many circumftances.

that attend them; and becaufe the world gives

1

itlelf up *to thefe amufements not only without:

moderation, but at the expence of their duty to
God, their families and themfelves, This will be

- thought exceeding {evere ; ladies, bur as I faid

before, and fhall prove ic foon, it is not my docs
trine. Go on wich the ftory of Elijab, Mils Moly.
Mils Molly. Eljab came to a cave to lodge there
in the night ; and the Lord bid him go forch and
ftand on the mount where the Lord intended to

appear in a particular manner. And there came

- an impetuous wind that rent the mountains and
brake the rocks in pieces, but E/ijabknew that thé
Terd was.not'in’ that dreadful wind, Then fal-
lowed an earthquake, and the Lord was not in the
earthquake. This was fucceeded by a great fire,
and Ejab perceived that the Lord was not in the
fire. - After this there was a {mall whifper of a
thin air ; whereupon Eljah wrapped his face in
his mantle and went out and ftood in the entring
an of the cave ; he knew that this {oft breeze was
a forerunner of the prefence of the Lord, and hs
heard a voice faying, What doeft thou here, Elijah.
Lord faid he, the zcal of thine houfe hath eaten
me up, jealoufy has feized my heart and foul, for
‘that the Ifreelites have abandoned thee for idols.
‘And the Lord faid to him,  go, return on thy Tway to
the wildernifs of Damafeus and . .. . anoint Hazael
t0 be king over Syria.  Awd Jehu . . . . shalt thou
‘anoint king sver lrael: Ard Eljfa . . .. shalt thoy
‘@noint to be prophet in tly room. The two kings

‘thow {halt anoint are to be the iﬂﬁt‘l},m(‘nt; thae
G, ks : thalk
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T fhall employ to be revenged of the Ifraclites for
their perfidioufnets and ingraricade.  And bim that
efcapes the [word of ifrael shall Jehu flay : and I will
keep me feven thoufand men that have not bowed
their knees to Baal.  Elijab came down from the
mountain, and found Elsha, who was plowing ;.
be threw his mantle over him. E/ifa, took a yoke
of oxen, which he facrificed to the Lord after
taking leave of his father and mother; and with
Elijab’s confent he followed him -ever after.
. Mean while the king of Syria that reigned at
‘that time came and made war againft the /frac-
Jites, and God granted them a fignak vi¢tory over
their enemies as he had foretold by his prophetss
but this favour did not prevail upon .7bab to obey.
the orders, which were fignified to him from the
Lord; on the contrary, he made a league with
the king of §y7iz and fpared him, tho” God had:
expreily forbid ic.  He committed another enor-
mious crime in the cale of Naborh. + This man had
2 vineyard near Zhab's palace in the country ; the
king faid to him, give me thy wineyard to make @&
arden o s and 1will give thee a better or . .
the worth of it in money. And Naloth faid, the Lord,
fwr bid it me; that 1 foould give the inberitance of 71y
Father’s.untothee Abab vevurned home in great wrath,,
and refufed to take any nourithment; Fezebe/ his
wife having heard the caofe of bis heavinefs and.
grief laughed at him, and faid, doeff thou now go-
wern the kingdem of Ijrael 2 Arife and eat bread o . . .
I will give thee the vincyard of Naboth.. To this.
end Fzebe/ fuborned witnefles to fwear that Na-
borh had blafphemed againlt God and the king;
and he was froned o death according to the law
provided in that cafe When Adbab beard that Nas
both avas dead, he rofe up to go down . s « .o . 10 take
pofeffeon of he yineyard. — But God fent Elijab tcg
; 1 i Aha
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A*ab and direfted him to fpeak in his name to that
unfortunate king in the following manner, rhow
Jpalt fpeak to bim Javing, thus faith the Lord, in the
place, where dogs licked the blood of Naboth fhall dogs
fick thy blod, even thine. 'Thou bhaft abandoned
thyfelf to all manner of crimes and art become
the flave of fin and of ¥ xzebel, for which God will
take off thy pofterity from the face of the earth,
and punith thy wicked wife, whom ke dsgs fhall
eat by the walls of Fezreel. Abab upon hearing this
terrible denunciation humbled himfelf in the pre-
fence of God who faid to Elijab, becaufe be hum=
bleth himf If before me, Fwwill not bring the ewil in bis
days: but in his fon’s days 1 aill bring the evil upon
bis boufe

Mrs. Afable. This paffage of fcripture-hiftory
offcrs a very important refle@tion concerning ths
juftice and providence of God. A dreadful de-
ftruction is denounced to the Ifraclites ; they are
permitted to the {word of Febuand of Hazail; but
he adds, I will {pare feven thoufand men for that
they have not bowed down their knees to Ba/l,
As if he would have us underitand that he would
not fuffer the innocent to be deftroyed with the
guilty. No, he feems to fay, I will watch over
thofe, who have continued faithful to me. Men
will efteem it an effeét of chance, that fome are
flain and others faved ; but they will find them-
felves deceived. There is no chance ; I difpofe of
all events; I will nor {ufter the fwords of thofe
princes to touch my fervants. Febu and Hazail
know them not; I do; and they fhall be fafe un-
der my protettion.

Obferve befides, dear children, that God does
not communicate himfelf in a ftorm or an earth-
quake, .or.a violeat fire, burin a foft, ealy breeze.
“L'his implies, ladies, that God does no: commu-
4 nicate
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nicate himfelf in the hurry and tumult of the
great world. There you will not find him; that
1s not the proper place for him to difpenfe holy
thoughts and to give pious motions to our hearts;
_he fpeaks to the virtuous in the ftilnefs of a retreat
from the world. If you lead a quict life at home
-and difcharge the duties of your refpeéiive flati-
ons, there, and then God will fpeak to your fouls
‘and dire& you by his holy and affeéting infpirati-
ons. (1L ,
Lady Ctaristte. What need of divine infpirati-
on ? We are not like E/ijap defigned forprophets.
Mrs. Afzble. What a queftion is that of yours!
“You muft know, my dear, that we are all by the
corruption of nature prone to evil and of curlelves,
without the fuccour of divine grace uncapable of
a meritorious thought or a&ion, fuch asis of any
‘weight. towards obtaining everlafting falvation.™
We can fin, we can do evil, but God muft co-
“operate by his holy grace that we may perform
‘attions that are conducive to eternal happinefs.
“We may indeed from natural motives and with
“the natural power that remains in us,do {fome good
altions, like heathens, for example, honour our
parents, give relief to the poor; but fuch actions
muft be influenced by grace in order to their being
‘meritorious in the fupernatural order, without
which they are no more than moral, not{uperna~-
‘tural. By the infirmity of nature we hang as it
“were by a thread over a precipice and 'by the
weight of corrupted nature ready to fall under the
difpleafure of God ; but what muft quiet all our
-apprehenfions is the powerful afliftance of God,
who will not let us fall unlefs we will ourfelves.
He is at hand always with his graces to fupport
us. He con.ﬁant]y offers his help, his Inipiracions,
and frequently ftirs up good thoughts in us. We
’ ‘ Can
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can do nothing in the natutal or fupernatural or-

der without him ; with him all things ; and we -
may depend upon his afliltance. I with I could

inculcate thefe great truths and convey them in a

thoufand different lights. . This is a fundamental

point of chriftian relig on; and the folid bafis of
every virtue relts upon a miftruft of cur weaknefs

and an unbounded confidence in God.

Lady - Mary. How Mrs., Affable? Did all the
good attions of my life require a particular afli-
Jtance of Ged P :

Mrs. Afable. They did, my dear; and all
your bad deeds you might have avoided with the
duccour of his-grace. He offered it that moment
you was going to offend him ; he {poke aloud to
“your foul, take care, he faid, thou art geing to fin,
“thon will be wicked.

Lady Mary. Now I proteft, that, very oftes,
I did not hear him.

Mrs. dgfable. It was not for want of his fpeak-~
ing, my dear; but you were {o diftra&ted ; your
pafiions were {o tumultuous, that you could not
hear. And for that reafon, I faid juft now that
‘we muft love filence and retreat, which are not to
be found in the hurry of the world.

Lady Tempefi. 'This do&rine is very fevere, Mrs.
Affable; At this rate we muft never go from
home, nor have any diverfions,

- Mrs. Ajfable. Lels gadding -would be no hinde-
aance to diverfion. Do you think, ladies, that
there is no diverfion out of what you call the grand
‘amnde.  Can you imagine that the fmall number
of ladies, who are wholly taken up with mind-
ing their duty have no thare of pleafure and
content ? If fo, you are much mifltaken. I
have known thofe, who. to attend the educa-
tion of a pumerous family of children, have

given



P EAEING U Bt e 6

wiven over plays, fhews, aflemblies and balls with
all fuch amufements. I can aflure you, that they’
never would have changed their condition for that
of giddy women ftraggling from one party of
pleafure to another without the leaft {atisfaltion:
befides I muft reprat what I have faid before, that
it is not I, that am levere, but: the Haly Ghoft.
At our next meeting, lady Senfible is to give you
the charalter of a virfusus woman drawn by that
divine Apirit ;- you will find me racher mild than
fevere in comparifon. But you feem to be fright=
ened, ladies. -
. Lady Lucy. Y am indced, Mrs. 4fuble. But I
muft deal candidly with you, and tell you what I
think. T am fatisfied thatall you fay is true; T
am a Chriftian ; I weuld not go to hell ; but if it
be neceflary to lead the life you have defcribed, it
thall be done; yet 1 cannot but think ir a great
conftraint for ladies of our age to remounce alk
pleafure. ,
- Mrs. 4fable. Pray, my dear; who fays you
mutft renounce all pleafure to be a Chriftian and
to go to heaven? Did not you hear me fay, that
ladies who renounce fuch pleafures are infinitely
happier than others? I only advife you to re-
nounce falfe for real and {ohd pleafures, - The
pleafures I declaim againft are real troubles, dif=
guifed under the appearance of pleafure. My de=
fign is to ftrip them of the difguife, and to thew

them to you fuch as they are. You remember
~ my faying that philofophy was the art of being
happy by living virtuwoufly. You defire to be
happy, Madam ; don’t you? Well! if I find
fpeedy and eafy means to lead you to happinefs,
will you be content ? '

Lady Lucy. That I will, Mrs. 4fable; alas!
'tis all-I want.

Mrs,
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Mrs. Afzble. Truft me then; I will make you
happy. ' I will do more; I do not defire to be
believed, without T prove what I advance. And
¥ take upon me to make it appear that there is
o other way to happinefs, but that, which I
thall teach you. '

Lady Losifa. T am quite curious to hear the

proof; I have, I confefs, a prodigious defire of
being happy.
! Mrs. 4fuble. That defire is common to all.
We are made to be happy; we feek happinefs
throughout the courfe of our lives; and never
once think of inquiring where ir is to be found.
The firlt meeting we have concerning this true
poilofophy, we will {pend fome time in this im-
portant fearch after happinefs. And now for a
little geography to make an end.

Lady Senfible. We are now upon the Weftern
provinces of France. We have fpoke of Britany,
-on the South of which lies Poitou. The capital is
Poidtiers upon the river Clain, a very large, but
very 1ll builc city. Here is alfo Charelicrand a
town famed for knives and falfe ftones made
there. Befides the Clain, three other rivers the
Vienne, the Sewre and the Charante have their
courfe in this province. It had formerly the
title of a county and came to Henry II. of En-
gland by his marriage with Eleonor of Aguitain.

DI A-
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The Morning Leffon,

Lady Lou1sa.

Aflure you, Mrs. Affable, 1 have not had a

wink of fleep this night. I thought of' every
thing you faid at our laft meeting, but was moft
frruck with thefe words, a/l feck happinefs 5 our
days are {pent in this fcarch ; and death comes
on without any proper inquiry, where happinefs
is to be found. I am now {eventeen yiars of age
I have been in quelt of happinefs from the begm-
ning ; Ihave gone feveral ways to be b 12ppy 5 D3y
I have tmcmd that I was-happy; and a few days

~ago I have dHcovered that I was not.

Mrs, Affable. Take courage, my dear, whén
once we begin to make ferious reflections we are
not far from the term we prorofe toreach. I told
you when we met laft, that we are made to be
happy; but I faid fo without any proof. You
know our agreement was not to believe me or
any perfon npon a bare aflertion. Can any of
you, Ladies; give the proof that is defived *

Lady Wiury. As God is infinitely gocd, he can-
not create us bur to be happy. ~ God, no deubt
made us to be happy. The light of natare only
points out a zatural happinefs; we only kacw
the jupernaiural by revelation. And he was at
liberty to create us for a zatural or fupernatural
f’&h'“ of beatirude.

Mrs.. dfablz.  An excellent proof, my- dca:
do you take it, Lady Ma.yé-

L&a y
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Lady Mary. Yes, Mrs. 4fable. Yor example,
T know you to be' the beft‘woman in the world,
and that you love me dearly ; upon which I am
perfuaded shat you will do nothing bt for my
advantage; and'if you did, I thould fay,that you
ceafed being good:to me. But' God, who'is a
great deal Detter could not have the intention
of creating me to be unhappy; with that in-
tention he would ceafe to be good. R

Mrs. Affable. Prodigioufly welll’ But I am
dgnorant,, my dear; and I mighe, with the beft
‘intention ‘do you good do- yon a great deal of
R e ol i

Mifs Moily. That cannot happen t6 God, Mrs.
- Affable; youare fure, that he knows all things, and
that he cannot be miftaken; and thatas he is both
“wife and good, he muft undoubtedly have madé
us to be happy.
. Mrs. Affuble. This is beyond reply," my dear;
_but {uppote that T knew all that is neceflary o
make you happy, arnid wanred power to beftow it.

Lady Charlstte. Neither can that be the cale
with God ; he is all powerful and can give us all
that is good. '
© Murs. dfable.  Well faid, children. This is
. really talking like great fcholars. Let us now
“take up the whole argument. We know that
God is infinitely good, infinitely wife and infinite-
Iy powerful. We may from thence be fure ; that
it is in bis power to provide us all the neceflary
means for arriving at the happinefs, for which he
_ created us;” becaufe he is all wife and good. But
there 1s another ‘argument to fhew, that he has
made us to be happy ; and this is taken from the
defire we have to be happy. God is too wife to
give us fach a defire to no purpofe ; he has power
enough to procure for us all the means to fatisfy

‘ our
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our wants and too gsod to let us be tormented
with a' defire, which we have not means to con-
tent.

Lady Loxifz. 1 admire the connexion betwem
this trath, man is made 1o be ba"py, and the exif-
tence ofa God. Itis fo effential, that the former
cannot fubfift without the latter.

Mrs. Affable. The reafon is that the former is
a confequence of the latter. Hence when a truth,
a principle is abfolutely true, the confequence is
fo likewife and one cannot be deftroyed with=
out overturning the other.

Lady Wiy, T don't underftand the meanmg
of thole words principle and confequence.

Mrs. 4ffable. They muflt be explained. "Tis
certain, that naturally fpeaking you cannot hve
without air ? Don’t you think {o ?

Lady W#itty. Undoubtedly, T cannot live wu:h-
‘out air. That i 1s out of all’ queftion.

Mrs. Affable. That is a truth, a principle. 13
I was to lay, 1 will flop your moul/: and nafirills tifl
tomorrow morning, what would you objeét to it ?

Lady Wittv hae, if it was ‘only done fora
quarter of an hour, it would be the death of me.

Mrs. Affable. W hy ?

Lady Wﬂt)! That awby 2 comes in thhout any
manner of reafon, Mrs A fasle.  We were agreed
this vy e, that air was neceflary to hve
“and that one muft die withour it.

Mrs. Affable. Bat if after your mouth and
noftriils had been ftopt a whole day, you fhould
live ftll, what would you think. ;

Lxdy sz/_y That air was not neceflary o live ;
and that I was quite miftaken in believiay 1h\,

_contrary.

Mrs. Aﬁxl/e dir is alfolutely neceflary to /zq'e,
this Is a pruncipley therefor. . cannot live without air,

15
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is the confequence.  You {22 plainly, thatthe cone
Jequence cannot be deftroy’d withour ruining the
principal. 1 faid very lately, as you may re=
membex ladies, that I would make you all geome-
ters, that is, I would bring you to a geometrical
way of thinking. By this method of reafoning
the mind grows what I call geomerrical by dedu-
cing one truth from another. This, my dear
children, is of the laft importance. I am now
acquainted with perfons in town that have no
{mall thare of wit, who for want of being ufed to
this method talk moft wretchedly out of the way,
They will admit a principle, maintain it ftoutly,
and as ftoutly deny the confequence. ,

Lady Lucy. Why was you not {o charitable as
to thew, that it was both impoffible and ridiculous
as you have done to us ? : '

Mrs. dfable. No, my dear; they were perfons
that I mult refpet; that I had no obligation to
teach; and who moreover would not be pleafed
if I had convinced them of a miftake. ‘

Lady Charlotte. Can any perfon be fo far void’
cof fenle as'to be offended at their being let into
the knowledge of truth?

Mufs Beida Yes, madam T am one of thofe fools.
“When I have got a thing in my head, I cannort
bear being convinced, that I am miftaken.

Mrs. #fable. Well! I muft confefs, my dear,
that in a thoufand years thinking I fhould never
have had fuch a thought of you. Why; my
dear, you have a great deal of wit; what purpoie
could your wit ferve but to be more out of the

- way and all reafon than others, to forfeic all the
advantages of a good capacity, and to be defer-
vedly efieemed a very filly perfon ? .

Miis Beda. 1 will correét this fault, not that I
fear being taken for a fool; for I, really give
. my-
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felf no trouble about what any one thinks of me,
except fuch asI love. I defpile all the reft. .

Mrs. Affable. Hark’ee my dear ; this isa difpo-
fition that may have the worft effets. We will
talk upon this fubje& another time, not to inter-
rupt our leflon too much. .

We have advanced, we have even proved, that
man was made to be happy. It remains to thew
in what this happinefs confifts, and where it may
certainly be found. .

Lady Senfible. If I might have leave to repeat.
to thele ladies, the letter we had t'other day in.
the Petites Lettres, 1 think it would be extremely .
pat to the prefent purpofe. '

Mrs. dffable. With all my heart, my dear ;
but may be the ladies have read the Perites Lot
tres.  The book is very common in town.

Lady Senfitle. T have mentioned them to feveral,
who had never heard of them ; butif the ladics
have, they will tell me, and I will give over.

The Hiflory of the Marchionefs D . . ., .

There was a lady of quality and very great for-
tune ; {he had many good qualities, but they all
fuffered from a great defe® fhe was remarkable.
for. She was extremely fcrupulous, and the moft
innocent ations, in her way of thinking, were fin-
ful. With this turn of mind, fhe turned the brains
of her fervants, and made them go diftracted.
Common diverfions were crimes; to laugh or fing
a great offence. She had an only daughter Marianne
by name, whom fhe loved entirely, and teized as
much. The poor child was under the -greateft
conftraint, and forced to keep her mind-to herfelf,
and to conceal her inclination to any thing what-
ever; for the mother though.t herfelt in confcience

+Vor, L B bound_
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bound to thwart her daughter from morning il
night. The young lady was. allowed no fort of
diverfion; but, to indemnify herfelf in fome kind,
fhe amufed her mind wich longing earneftly for
the fathionable paftimes. When fhe came to the
age of fifteen, her mother declared her intention -
of marrying her to a very rich man ; indeed, fays
the, be is not wery young, tut an extremely religi-
ous man ; atl gyour age, child, you want a guide more
than a hufbard; and the marquefs I intend for Yyours,
as be lives wery retived, awill bawe all the leifure
neceflary 2o inflrult and  guard- you againfl the
dangers of the grand world. Mifi, accuftomed to
obey without reply, made a very low courtfy
::lne[y withdrew ; the next morning fhe was pre-
fented with this precious husband ; not to wrong
the gentleman, he was barely fixty, but had more
dittempers, colds, defluxions, ‘and ill conditions
than any perfon of a hundred. - No fooner were-
they married, but this jewel of a lord and mafter’
took the bride down to a great diftance in the
country, and lock’d her up with himfelf in a me-
lancholy forlorn feat, built no doubt in the days
of Clowis, if a judgment was to be formed from
it’s antique appearance. All the amufement the:
happy marchionefs had in this charming retreat,
was nurfing her old husband, and long and tedious-
harangues againft the corruption of the age,
which were never interrupted but by fits of cough-
ing, that would laft three hours. Marianra 1ot
her mother the firft year of her marriage ; by her
death fhe came to a confiderable fortune ; and the.
old gentleman’s eftate devolyed to her by the mar-
riage fecclement.  She had a profpet of being ex~
tremely rich ;- and the day came when fhe was
but eighteen.. Our marchionefs {pent the whole
year of her widowhood in mufing with herfelf

.on
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on the ways and means to recover loft time. In
the melancholy ftage of life fhe had gone through,
the was a good deal more fenfible than others of
her want of happinefs under the fcruples of her
mother, and the tedious morality of her husband
and tutor. She fet out for Paris with a refolu-
tion to go in queft of this happinefs the juft longed
to meet with ; but fhe committed a great fault for
want of a Mrs. 4ffable, to advife her; and never
thought ‘of putting the queftion to  herfelf, ir
what this bappine(s chiefly confifled, and where it wasto
be found. She faw, that all her acquaintance de-
fired to be happy, and, to that end, gave them-
{elves up to plays, gaming, great company and
entertainments, She thought very candidly that
happinefs confifted in fuch things in as much, as
the obferved that perfons of great accomplith-
ments ‘fought it in thefe ‘amufements ; and fhe
very heartily followed their example. In the be-
ginning the was {o pleafed, that the fcarce knew
where the was ; the rather devoured in a kind of
Tapture, than enjoyed the pleafures. = A frer fome
time, thefe paftimes loft their novelry, by cuftom,
and grew tedious. A ball feemed to be 4 childifh
amuiement, and very prejudicialto health, aswell
as grand entertainments. “The converfation was
'Friﬂing_, ‘or not modeft, or, by detralion, very in-
jurious to the reputation of many; gaming, fhe
thought was a kind of rage, and contrary to a hu-
mane difpofition, fince the pleafure arofe from an-
other’s lofs. Zs 144, faid the, the' pleafure 1 hawe
So long and Jo eagerly defired? Am [ content a laft 2
Not at all; 1 am tired out: ight, and fhall foon be
guite difgufled. The marchionefs judged well; plea-
fures became intolerable, becaufe they did not
afford the happinefs fhe expetted.  She happen-
ed one day to be at an aflembly, where time hung

Ei2 very
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very heavy on her hands, when fhe faw a lovely
young gentleman come in. Her heart began to
beat, the knew not why, at the fight of this
ftranger ; fhe immediately inquired of the lady of
the houfe, who he was. She was informed by
the lady, that he wasa younger brother of 3 noble
family, who for want of a fuitable fortune had
entered amongft the knights of Malta, and was
thortly to make his vows and profeflion in that
order. What a pity, faid the marchionefs to her-
{elf ! Fortune mufl be blind to be [o regardlefs-of
Juch an amiable perfon. ~ The lady never once
thought of love, and was perfuaded that her fen-
timents in favour of the young ftranger, were but
the effeéts of a generous compaflion.  The knight
on his fide was ftruck, when he faw the marchi-
onefs. The company went to play, and he con-
trived fo well as to be of the fame party at
«cards; he was too much taken up with her
charms to mind his game; he committed the
greateft blunders, and Ioft all he played for. He
Bore his lofles fo genteelly, and with fo good a
.grace, that the marchionefs conceived a very fa-
vourable opinion of his temper. It is generally
faid, that you may know men by their behavi-
our at play; and befides fhe plainly faw that the
Jiad been the caufe of all his miftakes, and found
a pleafure in her mind, fhe could not account for,
‘When fhe got home and examined her heart, the
found the greatelt alteration; the idea of the
young knight had banifhed all uneafinefs, and ail
“Ihe defived was to fec him again. 4m not 1 in
bwe, faid the? [ think, 1 am, and very much mif~
taken, if 1 have not infpired hbim with the [ame
paffion for me. 2 ;

It was not long before the marchionefs’s doubts
were removed ; the knight begged leaye to wait

; . on
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“on her; he came as foon as it was proper, and
though he did not venture to {peak of his paflion,
he left her no room to doubt of it. This difco-
very put the marchionefs into high raptures; the
knight was a perfon of noble birth and greut dif-
tinttion ; and as fhe had a fufficient eftate for him
and herfzif, the found an exquifite pleafure in the
thought of making his fortune. But though fhe
was very fenfible, that her inclination was very
great, and ftrengly in favour of the knight, fhe
was determined not to be in hafte. BMarriage,
faid the, 75 for life; it is necifary ave fleuld knozv
the perfn wyith evhem we are to fperd cur days ;
The kni bt is very amiaole, that is not enough ; bis
charafter and tcmper may not be without their d, fits;
1 wuft take time for an inquiry of this importance.
She kepr her refolution, and could not in the fjace
of halt a year difcover the leaft defett in her
lover. She concluded that fhe bad now found
the way to happinefs; fhe had made him a decla-
ration of her being refolved to marry him; the
tranfpores of joy, wherewith he received this affur-
ance of being 1o happy, convinced her ftill mere
of theexcefsof his paflion, and thé marchionefs was
fully perfuaded, that fhe fhould be perfeétly happy,
when fhe married fo accomplithed a perfon. Nine
months were now pafled, when fhe thoughe, that
fhe difcovered fome coolnefs in her lover; yethe
repeated the fame things he had faid from the be-
ginning 5 but his addreiles were no more animated
with the fame life and fire. Here the poor mar-
chionefs began to feel the torments of jealoufy,
and the exquifite pains, which a tender and refin-
ed paffion is fure to caufe upon a {fufpicion of be-
ing flighted. 7 #kis, fhe put the queftion to her-
lelf, is this happinefs 7 What muft become of me,
and what happinefs can I have, whilff 1 am under
" J K this
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this a'prebenfin 2 She difclofed her inquictude to &
lady, a friend of hers, and communicated a fcheme
fhe had formed to clear up her doubts.

-She pretended thar bufinefs, not to be difpenfed
with, called her to Lyons, and promifed the knight
tireir marriage fhould take place at her return. He-
feemed fo inconfolable, when he took his leave,
that fhe began to blame her fufpicions, and was
on the point of declaring them to her lover., But
her fiiend difiuaded her, and her advice determin-
ed the marchionefs to profecute her fcheme. The
marchienefs’s woman had a great deal of wit, and
moreover a great love for her lady; the fent her
woman to £yans, with inftru€tions to anfwer the
knight's letcers, who might eafily have this arti-
fice pafled upon him, as he had never feen the:
marchionefs’s hand-writing. In the next place,
the went to her triena’s and confined herfelf at her
houfe. This lady had given orders to one of her
fervants to watch very narrowly the knight’s
motions. This was about the beginning of Car-
naval ; and the ladies imagined he would go from
the Opera to the Ba l, a diverfion he was extremely
fond of. - They were not miftaken, they masked
them{elves, and were difguifed like Grifertes, that
1s, ordinary women. A mask naturally alters the
woice; befides the knight had received that day
a letter from the marchionefs dated at Lyons.; guefs,
how he could find her out. She entered upon a
gay and lively converfation; the knight was.
charmed with her wit He begged fhe would meet
him at the next Ba// in the fame difguife ; the
not only promifed that, but that the would be
there as long as the Carzaval lafted. At the third
Ball he made her a declaration, and begged of
her to unmask. She refufed to take off her mask
for fear, the faid, her want of beauty fhould overs "

throw
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throw the favourable opinion he had of her ; &ut,
the added, 7 am refolved never to fee you again ;
. You protcfi you adire me, and you are engaged to
marry anotper perfon. Madam, fays the knight,
A avill not deceive yous this match makes a fortune
Jor me, awhich 1 am without, and confequently cannot
offer soun. Let this marriage go on, and be offured
that 1 jball only walue my Sfortune in as much, as I
can f(pare it aith yu. Hark'ee, fays the marchi-
onels, [ am more tender bearted, than interefled ;
aho knows lut at lafi you may be enamoured awith

Jour [idy 2 They fay, fbe is a charming woman .
That is all over, fays the knight; 7 mufl oun. [
was paffiraately in love avith the perfon, I am to
marry 5 but there has been an end of that long fince;
arnd nww 1 can only be grateful. " I never aill be
wanting in th: refpedt dae from a man of honour to
a Wife; and in my opimivn ’tis all fhe can expe? »
‘The marchionefs with great difficulty kept in her
refentment ; the had that very day received a let-
ter from the falfe wretch with promifes of unal-
‘terable love. This perfidy cured her of the paf-
fion he had infpired to the lady, and now ihe only
wanted to be revenged, and to put him to the
greateft confufion. To. compafs what fhe in-
tended, {he yielded in appearance to his intreaties,
and promifed to uwamask, if he would fee her
home; he confented chearfully, and ftept into the
coach with the lady and her friend, The knight
was {urprifed with the magnificence of the apart- .
ments, through which he was conduéted ; he had
taken thefe two women for adventurers, who
were upon the catch, to make a fortune; and
now (as men are quite fond of their dear felves)
imagining he had the good fortune to be agrec-
able to a perfon of great diftinGtion, he made
repeated inftances to her, that fhe would be
; E 4 pleafed
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-pleafed to take off her mask. The loudeft clap of
thunder could not have affeted him more than

- the fight of the marchionefs; he ftood motion-
lefs ; the broke out into a loud fit of laughter ;

- he was then convinced that love was w ithdrawn,

- where no other mark of refentment appeared ; he
had not the courage to fay a fingle word, but
made a low bow, and retired with confufion in his
countenance, and rage in his heart.

Here the marchionefs came again to her-
feif, and was convinced, that happinefs was
no where to be found, fince all her endeavours
and inquiries to that purpofe had been without
effect.  Several months patled under the greateft

- uneafinefs; and nothing had yet taken place inher
heart to fucceed that bluffering paflion, which
had feized her, al'owed her no reft, and kept her
under the greateft trouble of mind. One day as fhe

“~went to church, at the entrance, fhe obferved an

-old woman with two children that begged an alms.

-'The marchionefs was ftruck with the beauty of
‘the *children, fhe asked the cld woman, whether
they were her’s.  Nso, Madam ; {he anfwered, they
avere born to be my maflers.  This anfwer raifed

-the marchionz{s’s curiofity ; fhe acquainted the old
woman where fhe lived, and defired her to come
that afterncon, and bring thefe pretty children
-with her  She came at the time apponted, and
the marchionefs defired a fuller account of what
fhe had heard in the morning, which the goed oid
woman gave to this effet.

Thirty years are now paft, fince 1 came [firvant
{0 a aworthy honefi man 3 be died, and I continued a
Jervaxt to bis fon. My mafler avas not rich, bat
iz @ way to live eafily ; an unfortunate laav-fuit,
avbich he" [sfft, fas been bis ruini tis now about
kalf a year fince; be owed me all my wages, and

befides
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“befides avas now unable to pay them ; ke begged par-
‘don awith tears in his eyes for the injuftice he had
done me, though he could not help it 5 ke adwif:d me
20 look out for anotber [ferwice, promifing avithal to
Jatisfy my juft demands, whenever it fhould be in bis
power, 1 muft confefs, the woman continued, 7
‘could not - find in my beart 1o leave my mafier and
mifirefs, and thefe poor children in that melancholy
Situation's 1 fargave what thry owed me, and offered
to flay and belp my mifirefs in wabizg linnen. We
lived for fome time, though not awithout great diffi-
culty, of our ework, for my poor mafler being firuck
with a palfy, one of us mufl of meceflity be his nurfe.
Within thefe three or fiur days, my miflrefs is fallen
Sk with fo much fatigue; and I, not knowing how
fo prewent their flarving, refolved to beg for their
Subfiflence.  Providince bas bleflid my endeavours ;
and I bawve been in a condition to find them noceffa-
ries. 1 hope in a frw days to fee them quite reco-

wered. They are, thank God, both much better.
- Whilft the worthy good woman’s tears ac-
companied this melancholy account, thofe of
the marchionefs ran down in ftreams. 1 really
pity you, f2id fhe, when the other had made an
end ; awith that noble and great heart, you don't de-
Serwve to be fo unbappy : Indeed Madam, fhe replied,
1 don’t think myfelf fo 5 and as long as it fball pledfe
God that 1 frall be a means to relieve my maficr
and miflri fs, and to rear thefe fwect babe,, 1 jhall
efleem myfelf quite bap;y. Can there be a greatir

happinels, than to do good, and to pra&ife wi tue.

This was a ray of light darted from heaven
on the marchionefs; the good woman had now
taught her, where that happinefs was to te fount,
‘“which hitherto fhe had fo uneffetually foughe,
and fhe was refolyed to make a trial of this new
4 5 E . patlr,
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path, to which fhe was dire@ed. She took the
-woman and. the children into her coach, and or-
dered to drive to the houfe where the people were..
When fhe came to the place, fhe defired to be
thewed to the garret where the father and mother-
- were lodged; the was ftruck, when fhe camein ;
-2 litele ftraw was all the bed they had, and the
garret fo low, that there was no ftanding upright.
- The marchionefs would not {uffer them to con-
tinue there a night longer 5 fhe had a lirrer-
‘brought to convey them immediately to her houfe,
there {he found them beds and all neceflaries. The
gratitude of thefe poor people was greater than.
their infirmity and diftrefs; their conflant prayer-
to. God was, that he would reward this lady’s.
great charity. A A'
It was paft midnight, when the marchionefs.
vetired to her apartment, half dead with the fa-
tigne and pains fhe had gone through, and to-
which fhe had till then heen a ftranger. She threw
herfelfinto an arm-chair, and turning her thoughrts
to herfelf found fo mucheafe, and her mind in fuch a
calm compofure that the had never experienced the-
like before ; the reliefprovided for this afHiGted fa-.
mily redounded upon her, and made the mar-
chionefs happy. Former pleafures were attended
with trouble and fear, difgufts, and fometimes
with remorfe. What fhe felt now was of a dif.
ferent nature, Her content was without any mix-
.ture, or allay ; her fatisfaétion was intire, and.
raifed to a greater degree, by the fuccefs which-
blefled her good offices, in behalf of that dif.
treded family.  They recovered their. health, by
her chavity, and their circumQances were better’d,
by a gentecl pott that fhe procured for their be-
nefit, the was too well pleafed to {top here; the
auasd greatly to the number of her good workff
" ; and.
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and her great fortune appeared very moderate with
regard to the benefa&tions, which her new paffion
di¢tated. To give her felf up ftill more to it, the
retrenched all the expences that ufed to be made
for pomp and ftate; the parted with her jewels,
laid down her equipage, renounced gaming, plays,
opera’s, public fhows, and barely allowed herfelf:
neceflaries. Hitherto a defire of content and fa-
tisfattion was the only motive ; her charity want-
ed a fuperior motive, and that with rofpett to
God ; you fhall hear what turn this took. Al
were not grateful that fhe relieved, the was hurt
by their ingratitude ; and as fhe reckoned upon
their being plealed, and making their acknow-~
ledgments, the was very dilagreeably fruftrated
of her hopes, and began to miftruft her not having.
found the way to that content and fatistaltion,.
the had {o earneftly defired. She had however fa-
crificed and abandoned all for that purpofe ; and:
‘now her heart void of all other defires, was dil-
intangled from all obftacles to a. virtuous and
holy life. There remained only one farcher ftep
to take, and ther was,. to do every a&ion with a
view of pleafing God. ‘At laft fhe was quite {en-
fible of 1t, and by that means arrived at the poi-
feflion of an unalterakle content of mind, wh'ch
Jalted as long.as life, and accompanied the mar-
chionefs beyond the grave. :
Lady Lacy. We aré mightily obliged to lady
Senfible 5 it is the pretdeft frory I ever heard. [
am fully refolved to be happy, now that I know
wherein happinefs confilts : :
Lady Lowja. Why. thould you, my dear, after
the example of the marchionefs, be without jew.
els, keep no equipage, and renounce every thing,
to do good.? :
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Lady Lugy. ‘Very good, Madam ; but I défire
to be happy; am I to blame for wifhing to be
fo, as much as poflible ? :

Lady Louifa. Is there no other way to happi-
nels, Mrs. 4ffable. Muft I follow this lady’s cx-
ample, whom though I really admire, Ihave not
the courage to follow, nor forfake all things, as
the did ? :

Lady Charlorte. If 1 may fpeak as I think, the
lady wa: fomething extravagant. Could nort the,
if the had a mind, beftow part of her means on
the poor, and referve the other to live like a per-
fon of quality; that would have been better
judged. But you fmile Mrs Affable.

Mrs. Aguble. ¥ do my dear; you plead your
caufe with warmth; and Ican but {fmile o lady
Lucy’s account, whom ¥ muft beg leave to con-
tradift.  She has forgor, that a philofopher muft
always go upon a folid proof, and take nothing
upon truft; and yet fhe blindly believes this ftory
of lady Senfible's. Who knows Lut that itis a made
flory; or that the lady was miftaken when fhe
thought herfelf happy, or in fine, that perhaps
the was extravagant, aslady Charlorse fays?

Lady Charlotte. Oh good? how pleafed I am?!
F have Mrs. Afuble of my fide.

Mrs. dfable. Hold, hold. I faid terbaps 3 1 have
not decided the matter; it fhould be firft ex-
amined. Let us then fee what a happy and con-
tented mind ts.

Lady Mary. That is a happy and contented
mind, which is perfettly eafy.

- Mrs. 4fable. Very true; but what muft be
done, to be perfeitly eafy ? What do you think
lady Lycy ?

Lady Lucy. To tell you the truth, Mrs. Affable,
L ftick o what I fuid at firft; I am pcrfuadid IIl
: - iba
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fhall be perfe&ly eafy, when I have done all the

good that lies in my power.

Mrs. Afable. And after that you would defire
nothing farther?

Lady Lucy. No indeed, Mrs dffable; at leaft T
think 1 hould nort.

Mr. dfable. But if any one fhould tell you,
whillt you are in this ficuadon of mind, [z i
i1 your fower to be a great queen. Could ycu not
wila tobe {o?

Lady Lucy. Thatis a firong temptation, Mrs.
Affable ;5 for afterall, were Ia queen, I could do
‘agreatdeal more good. . . . But flay, had it heen
necellary for me to be a queen, that I might ke
enabled to do more good; I thould have been a
queen ; the almighty Lord would have given ‘me
a crown; for Ialways think, that he does all
things for. the beft ; but as fuch a face is not
wanted, or neceflary to do more good, - (for what
need of a throne to be more virtuous) cannot ¥
be as good in the ftation allotred by providence ?
I am now refolved, Mrs. Affable 5 1 do not defire
‘to-bea queen; perhaps it would not be {5 well, I
am content to be as I-am, and T only with to
do'all the goud I can, in the ftation God has
afligned for me.
 Mus, dffable. That is then a clear point, you
do not defire to be a ‘queen, but if this happened
without your being concerned in bringing irabour,
would you fear being a queen ?

Lady Lucy. T am not clear as to that ; though I
fancy I fhould not, for if I had no hand in fuch
an event, I {hould conclude it to be the work of
God, and that it was his will; fo that upon the
whole, and every thing confidered, I necithes
~would defire nor fear any thing.

Mrs. Aﬁz&u’:
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Mrs. Affable. And then you would be quite
happy and content ; for this is the true definition of
happinefs, a flate in which one is' fo fatisfied as to be
avithout any defire to exchange it for another.

Mils Rural. If oneis fo happy, that he would
not change his condition for another, he muft fear
lofing that ftate. Now, Mrs. 4fable, you told
us, that.a contented mind fears nothing.

Mos. Affuble Youare in the nghr my dear;-
the definition is really defe&ive. We muft have
another. He is bappy, <who neither fears, nor difires
any thing. - Another time we will make an inquiry
about fuch things as conduce to this happy fitua~-
tion ; for now it is time to part.

Mrs. AFFABLE.

I Promifed you lately the charaer of a virtuous-
woman. I muft keep my word. Lady Senfible
knew it by heart when the was only fix years of
age. She thall repeat it.

+ Who canf d-a wirtuous avoman? For her price .
is far above rubies. The beart of ber bufband doth
Jafely trufl in ber, Jo that be Jball bave no need of
Spoil. She will do bim good and not evil all the days:
of ber life.

She Jecketh wiol and flax, and worketh awillingly
avith ber bands. She is like the merchants fbips, foe
bringeth ber food from afar.

She rifeth alfo, avben it isyet night, and gzrvelé
meat to ber bouhold, and a portion to ber mai-:

1. Prov. 31, yer. 10, &c.-
dens. .

%
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dens.  She confidereth a field, and buyeth it: awith the
fruit of ber kands fhe planteth a wvineyard.

She girdeth ber lins awith frenpth, and flrength-
encth ber arms.. She perceiveth that her merchandize
is goed : her candle gocth not out by night.  She Jay-
eth ber bands to the fpindle, and ber hands hold the di-
BAL w5y gl ;
She fretcheth her band to the poor, yea, fbe reach-
eth- forth ber bands to the needy.  She is not afraid’
of the fnow for ber houfbold: for all ber houthold are
clothed with fearlet.  She makith berfelf coverings of
tapefiry, ber clothing is filk and purple. ~ Her bufband
i1 known in the gaies, when ke futeth among  the elders.
of the land.

She maketh fine linnen and [elleth it, and deliverert,
girdles unto the merchant. Strength and honour are
her clothing 5 and fhe ppall rejoice in the time o
come.

She openeth ber mouth with awifidom, and in bey
tongue is the laaw of kir,zdmf;.[, She looketh avell to the
avays of her houhold, and ea/t\b not the bread of idje-
nejs. . r
fHer children arife up and call ber blefled 5 ber bu/-
band alfo, and be praifeth her.  Many daughters haue
done virtuon/ly, but thou excelliff them all. Fovour iy
deceitful, and beauty is vain, but a womain tb;zt_ﬁar.é-
eth the Lord, Jbe ffall be praifed,

Lady #itry. What a chara&er! now-a-days a
lady would be laughed. at that worked, and gave
her work to tradetmen for f{ale.

Mrs. 4fable. No, my.dear, fhe would not be
fo much a jeft as you fancy. ~The dauphinefs of
Lrance, and her ladies of honour, fpend {ome time
together by way of diverfion in {pinning filk.. Itis
{old, and the price goes to the poor. I have known
feveral ladies of great quality that worked . all the
year round to purchale an alms for the poor.

; - Among
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“Among others, I knew one as beautiful as an an-
gel, and of a very delicate, tender conflitution;
-her poor fmall fingers were almoft raw with work-
‘ing up coarfe linnen. But, ladies, we muft fup-
poie in thort, that fathions are much altered fince
the Holy Ghoft diftated this charaer. It is no
longer the cuftom for ladies to be concerned in
~coarie work ; but this does not intitle them to eat
the bread of idlenefs. They muft now, as they did
in former days, take the rule of the houftinto their
hands,and not depend altogetherupon their fervants.
I am now acquainted with fome ladies in town,
who will not {cruple going to an aflembly, when
civility requires it,and who at the fame time great-
[y refemble the virteous woman defcribed from the
facred writ, and are quite unconcerned at the weak
jefts of filly people..

Lady Senfible. For a wager I could name one.
Shall I tell the ladies, Mrs. Afable, what I heard
‘from her own mouth in relation to a ball?

Mrs. 4ffable. With all my heart, my dear, but
without naming the lady.

Lady Senfible. She was invited to a ball, that
was given for the birth of the hereditary prince of
‘Ruflia. She refufed to go, and being asked, whe-
“ther the thought it a fin; 70, the lady anfwered,
there are balls avbere only creditable perfons meet 5 and
dam perfuaded, that one may be at fuch affemblies with-
out offending God 5 but all go merely for aiverfion ; and
I am Jure to find wery little there. And pray, awby
o, madam, {aid they ? If Igo to this, I mufl be one at
all the other balls 1/ball be invited to ; and, inflead of
taking any notice of what pafed, I could only think of
my family affairs, avbich muft fiffer the next day for
want of attendance during the time I /buuld cllow for
my natural reft. 1 find, that life is too fhort, to fa-
disfy eur refpellivve quties ; foeuld not I'be an extrava-
\ gans
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" gant avoman to facrifice real and ufeful pleafurcs to fri-

- wolous amufements, which would be dijagreeable, tedi=

ous, and perbaps be aittended avith remorfe ?

Lady #itty. 1 don’t underftand, where the plea-
A{ure can lie in forfaking all things to be buried in
your own houfe, and to have nothing to mind but
tamily affairs.

Mrs. Affable. Surely, madam, you will not
" queftion, that there is a pleafure in doing your duty,
-afrer the Holy Ghoft has given fuch a charafter of
a virtuous woman. But let us fee what the fame
divine fpirit dictates concerning giddy women, tho’
-fome may be locked upon as reputable perfons.

Wifdom thall defiwer the juft and righteous man
from the [is ange wvoman, even from the firanger which
Slattereth awith ber awords : abhich forfaketh the guide of
-ber youth, and firgetteth the covenant of ber God. For
ber boufe inclineth unto death, and ber paths unto the
~dead : none that go unto her, return again, neither take
they hald of the taths of life +.

A foolify awoman . . . . fitteth at the door of the
boufe on a feat in the high places of the city (is much
at her window) to call paffengers, awho go rig't on
their ways.  She drefleth to entice them, is c/a-
-morous, loveth noife, aflemblies, and to appear in
the moflt publick places. Ske is fimple, and knoweth
nothirg 1.

As a jesvel of gold in a fawine's fnout, {0 1s a fair
awoman, wkich is avithout d fcretion. A foolith wo-
man is always ready tolaugh, amufes herfelf with
men, but thofe whom fhe amufes lack underftand-
ing ||.

As the climbing up a fandy way is to the feet of the
aged, [1is a wife full of aords to a quict man. An
evil avife is like a yoke fhaken to and fro, where the

¥ Pron¥iis 514, & . T Ibid. ix. 13, -&ec. S
i Prov. xi, 22, and from feveral parts of the fame book.
x1iit % oxen
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oxen draw each to his fide. 4 drunken woman and
a gadder abroad caufeth great anger, and fke <will nat
cover ber own fhame. A Soamelefs wvoman fball be
counted asa dig . . . . a loud crying woman, and a
Jeold jhall be fought out to drive away the enemics
Tt fe is enough to frighten awhole armics.

Put together all thefe different parts of a foolifh
woman’s charadter; fhe is affcéted, has forgot her
education the guide of her youth, fhe fhews herfelf
at the window, appears at all publ ck meetings ;.
fheis vainin herdrefs to look better, and to pleafe,

‘always upon the giggle; the is a ralkative goflip
and quarrelfome; {he loves wine and ftrong Ii-
quors, the has loft all fhame, and tays, 1 am not at
all troubled for avhar the sworld fays. Chufe, ladies,
which you would refemble the wirtuous or the foolifp
woman; and carry this with you, that the cha-
ralters are not of my drawing. :

Lady Louifa. This makes me tremble ; T refem-
ble the fou/ifs woman in fome things, the wirtuous
‘In none. '

Mrs. Affuble. Get thefe two chara&ersby hearr,
children, and examine at night which you have
imitated. Now for our ftories.

Lady Mary. But firft, Mrs. dffable, give me
leave to ask a queftion. Before your journey to
France, you promifed to tell us what things metals
were ; and you have never thought of difcharging
your promife. A gentleman dined with us yef-
terday ; hefpoke of vegetables, metals, and many
other things that I don’t underfland.” Paspa ‘aid
the gentleman had talked finely of feveral things,
It was all thrown away upon me. :

1 Eccluf. ch. xxv, 20. ch. xxvi. v. 7, 8, 25, 27. N, B,
The author does not reckon Ec¢cluf, among the Apoc,

Mrs.
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Mrs. Afable. Lady Senfible, Ibeg you will fave
me the trouble, and explain this to the ladies.

- Lady Senfible. I take it that all things on earth
are reduced to three clafles, or three kingdoms, as
they are called, the animal, the wegetable, and the
mineral kingdom. —

Lady Witty. Does not mankind come into the
account? do we go for nothing ? *

- Mrs. 4jfable. Mankind is part of the animal
kingdom ; they are as to the body animals, as a
fly, a worm, and all other animals that are either
bigger or much lefs. Animals have life and mo-
tion. .

Lady Zislent. T begin not to diflike your leffons.
{fo much, Mrs. 4fable; 1love to diftradion all
that relates to natural philofophy. Pray, tell me,
what is the vegetable kingdom. ‘

Mrs. Afable. Now, madam, have a gnod
heart ; I thall-win the wager; but, in anfver to
your queftion, wegetables are all fuch things as live
and have no motion. :

Lady Vidlent. That is very fingular. I always
thought, that, where there was life, there was mo-
tion alfo. ;

Mrs. Afable. Trees, plants, roots and flowers
live and are without motion. - Minerals which are
of the third clafs or kingdom, have neither life nor:
motion, as gold, filver, copper, iron, lead, mer-
cury, tin, &c. _,

Mifs Sopbia, I know them all except mercury. .

Mrs. 4ffuble. 1 have a little vial of it in my
pocket.  "Tis a mineral very like you, lady Mary,.
always in motion, and can never lie ftill, [

Lady Mary. That is the reafon, I fuppofe, why
it is called quick-filyer. Dear, how heavy it
feels! i

?

Mrs,
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Mrs. Afable. P11 pour it upon that tea-table
witha rim round it; otherwife it would run away
and be loft. '

Lady Charlotte. How it ftirs ! What s it good
for, Mrs- Affable ? | ;

Mus. 4f.be For aninfinity of ufes. The phy-
ficians put it into feveral medicines ;i 9T 15 pitiat
the back of looking-glaffes ; boys at fchools play
tricks with it; italio ferves in barometers, &c.

Lady Mary. T fee no quick-filver or mercury
abour the locking-glafs ; whereisit; what do they
do to keep it from running away ? 3

Mrs. dfable. It is bebind the glafs and ftops the
fight, which otherwife would pals quite through.
The quick-filver is fixed by a compofition of tin
with other ingredients laid on the back of the
glafs in a very thin leaf; and this is called foliar-
inp the glafs.

Mifs Betla. You faid that they play’d tricks at
fchools with quick-filver. How 1s that done, Mrs,
Affable 2

Mrs. dffable. For example, if you threw fome
quick-filver into a pot, where peafe were boiling,
the peafe would come out one after another ; but
Tet this fufiice for the article of quick-filver. Letus
return to the clafs of animals, whereof there are
many forts; the animals endowed with reafon,
and thofe are men ; thofe of the air, that is, the
fowls of the air; the terreftrial animals, that live
on, or inthe earth; the aguatile that live in the
water; and laftly, the amphibious, that live in the
air on this earth, and in the water, as ducks,
fwans, otters, and many more.

Lady Tempefi. I have often heard of perfons,
“Whofe charalter was doubtful, that they were am-
phibious, and neither fith nor flefh. 1 did not take
the meaning, which I do now perfeétly.

Mifs
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 Mifs Bella. 1am very forry, Mrs. Affable, that
Wwe were not acquainted fooner; T'am fo ignorant,
that it makes me quite athamed. I am deter-
mined to recover loft time, and inform myfelf of
a thoufand very common things, which T don't
underftand.

Mrs. dffable. Befides the fhame of being igno-
rant, which you juftly obferve, there is another
great reafon, why you fhould defire to be inftruét-
ed. You areall to be married, ladies; you will
be contratted to gentlemen of great ftudy, who
have travelled much, and are perfons who have
read a good deal. If you can only talk of drefs
to a gentleman who has made a proper advantage
of his education, you will foon tire your husband,
who will underftand nothing in fuch’a converfuti-
on, and reduce him to feek other company ;
whereas, . if he find your mind improved by
kpowledge, home will be dear to him; and Le
will be charmed when he hears you difcourfe fo
- well, and not only on entertaining, butinterefting

fubjelts. Now, lady Charlotsre, your frory, if you
pleafe. '

Lady Charjotte. Abab being about to enter upon
a war, confulted his falfe prophets, who affured
bim, that he fhould obtain vittory over his ene-
mies. Now the king of Fude was a prince, who
feared God; he had brought his troops to kab’s
afliftance. This prince was called T ehofraphat 5 he
asked 4bab, whether there was no prophet of the
Lord to be found. Ahab anfwered, there is one
Micaiah, but he doth not 1rophefy good concerning me,
but evil.  7ehoyparhat defired he thould be fent for,
Thofe who went for Micaiah, faid to him, Bebold
20w the words of the prophets declare good unto the
king aith one mouth, let thy word, 1 pray thee, be like
the ward of ane of them, and fpeak that which is good.

’ Micziah
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Micaiab anfwered, he thould not give himfelf an?
concern about what others faid ; bur that which
God prompted him to fay, he would ipeak. Then
Micaiah foretold to the king, thathe fhould £all in
the battle. Did not Itell you, faid Abab 2 let him
be carried to prifon, and when I comie back in
peace, he thail be treated as he deferves. I con-
lent, Micaiah anfwered, and if thou return at all i%
peace, the Lord halb not fpoken by me.  Abab was flain
in the battle, and when they wathed his body dogs
licked his blood. His fon who fucceeded him was
no becter than the facher. . He fell fick, “and dif:
patched mefiengers to confult the falfe Gods, E/is
Jab {topt them, is there no God in Ifrael, 1aid he,
that you go and confult idols? Tell bim from
God, that, in punifhment of this heinous offence,
he fhall never rife from  his fick-bed. When the
king underftood, that E/ijab was the prophet, who
foretold his'death, he fent off a captain with fifty
men to take him ; ‘but fire came down from hea.
ven, and deftroyed them all. The fame happen-
ed to a fecond company ordered to bring away the
prophet, which yetdid not hinder the wicked prince
difpatching a third. But the laft were good men,
and the captain, inftead of threatening the prophet,
fell on his knees at his feet; and he and his men
returned. without hurt. :
Then Elijab, by God’s fpecial command, fol=
lowed the captain, and when he came to the king
he repeated the former menaces, which were alfo
fulillled.  After this the prophet faid to Elifpa,
“I beg of thee ftay here and leave me not.” Elifpa
anlwered, as the Lord liveth, and thy foul liveth, T
wvill not leave thee. For he knew that the Lord
would take away his mafter that day. Several
{ons of the prophet’s followed ata diftance. The
maller and the difciples came to the banks of _the
river
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tiver Fordan. The prophet having ftruck the wa-
ters with his mantle, the river divided and open-
ed a free paflage for them. - Elijab faid, afk what 1

Sball do for thee, before Ibe taken Sfrom thee. Elifba
anfwered, ket @ double portion of thy Jpirit be upon me..
It thall be E/ijab faid as thon defireft, if thou fie me

when I am 1aken from thee. They went on and talk-
ed. Butona fudden God took up Elijeb in a flery
chariot. Elijah cried out, my father, my father :
the chariot of Ifvael, and the guide + thereof. He taw

the prophet no more, but his mantle that was
fallen to the ground and taken up by Elifpa.
. Mrs. £ffable. You. may obferve, ladies, in this

} paflage of the feripture hiftory, the charafler of

princes and the great ones. They are willing e-

} nough to confult prophets, that is to take advice,:

but if the anfwer is contrary to their inclinations,

the advifer is looked upon as an eremy. By this

-means they are invefted with flatterers, who keep

‘truth at a diftance, and out of reach. Confider

this, children attentively ; though not born prin-
cefles, you are ladies of noble birth ; that fuffices
to bring in crouds of flatterers ; and, if you liften
to their vain difcourfes, it muft prove your
fuin.

- Lady Charlatie. T muft tell you, Mros, Affable,
what has happened to me. Our houfe-keeper, as
drrant a coaxer as ever was has never forgiven
your penancing me, and making me wait on my.
maid at fupper. When fhe heard of your being
returned to. England, fhe talked very oddly, and
the reft of the fervants followed her example.

She fays, that you are mighty ridiculous; that

Mama 1s quite in the wrong 1o let you ufe me {o

t The guide thereof; as it is read in the vulgate Inter-
Pre[er.

ill,
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i, and that the children under your care are
greatly to be pitied.

Mrs. Affable. And what did you fay, my dear?

Lady Charbite. 1 told her fhe talked like a foo/; -
that you was as meek as a lamb, and never found
fault, but for our good.

Mrs. Afable. T am much obliged to you for ap=-
pearing in my defence, but you might have dons
o without any harth language to the poor woman,
that knows no better. To fhew you that I have
a true fenfe of your good will towards me, I con-
demn you to make your excufe to her for calling-
bera fwl. You fhould have refpetted her years
and fpoke civilly. 2

Mifs Sophia. This is a fingular method of thank-
ing lady Charltte. 1 dare fay, Mrs. dffable, fhe
would have been very willing to difpenfe with
thanks of that pature. '

Lady Chariotte. No, upon honour, my dear.
As I‘have taken a refolution to be a good child,
how could I be fuch, if Mrs. 4ffable'was not fo
kind as to tell me of my faults.

‘Mrs. Affable. Dear lady Charlotte, I cannot
forbear tears of joy ; with thefe fentiments you
will foon be an accomplished young lady. What
would I give tofee all thefe Jadiesin the fame dif-
pofition | I hope the time is not far off.

Mifs Sophia.” See, Mrs. Affable! 1 am not fo
filly but I can perceive, that'you are very well {a-
tishied with all thefe ladies; and that your men-
tioning them is a mere civility ; fo.thatT conclude
yeu.canonly mean me. 7

Lady Violent. Come, come, madam, I believe
myfelf entitled to a very good share of the com-
pliment. To fpeak the plain truth, I am very
much of a-hafty dragooning temper; and I own,
that I half craze my poor goyernefs. ~M g
‘ Mrs.
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Mrs, Afable. Well ladies! Tam content to have
you think, that I looked a little that way. You
know your foible; thatisnot a {mall point gained ;
it is the beginning of a cure, and pleale God it
will be foon complete. Now, mifs Be/fa, favour
us with your ftory.

Mifs Bella. Elifba returned to the Fordan, and.
with the mantle he had inherited frem E/ijab,
fmote the waters, which divided a fecond. time to
fet him pafs. He came to another place, where
the inhabitants reprefented to him, that their lands
were barren, and the water naught. E/iha or-
dered a cruife to be brought, and after he had puc
fome faltinto it, he caft it into the {pring, and
healed the water.

_ ‘Then the prophet wentup to Betke/, and fome
Iittle children coming out of the city, mocked him
for his baldnefs, and called him' dald-bead. Elifia
curfed them in the name of the Lord;. and at the
fame time two bears came out of the wood, and
tore in pieces forty two of thefe wicked children.

~ The king. of Jfrael, who was going to war
againft the Moabires, callzd the kings of Fuda and
Edom to his affiftance. The three princes came to
a place where there was no water ; and Febybaphar
asked whether there was no prophet of the Lord
thereabouts; and as foon as they named Elifba;.
he defired him tobe fent for, faying, the word of
the Lord is «with him. When Elifba came, he faid
to the king of Ifrael, What' bawe I' to do avith

“thee? Get thee to the prophets of thy father and thy “mo-

ther. If thou wert alone, 7 awould not' look towvards
thee, nor fee thee, but for the regard I'have to Vi
brfbapbat king of Juda. And: afterthis he pro-
mifed him plenty of water and vittory over the
DMoabites. He had ordered the valley to be made

 full of ditches ; and he forerold, that they fhould

You. L. B haye:
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neither wind nor rain,, and that the valley would
be filled with water, The Lord performed what
the prophet had predi&ed in his name ; the ditches
were filled with water; and the next morning.
when the fun fhone upon tie -water it appeared to
the Moabites as red as blood. With this they were
perfuaded, that the 4ings were flain, and bad Jmitien
ene angther. Then Moab halted fo 2he /poil of the
camp,’ and as it were threw themfelves rafhly upon
the {words of the [fraelites. - They were defeated,
their citiesand their country defiroyed, which fo
enraged their king ; that he brought his eldeft fon,
that was to fucceed him, and offered him upon the
wail a Dburnt-offering and facrifice to his falfe
Gods inthe fight of all Jfrael. -

Mrs. 4ffable. *Tis buta moment fince I was tel-
ling lady Charlotte, that 0ld age was to be refpected ;
take notice, ladies, how the wicked children were

punithed, who mocked. the prophet. +

Mils Molyy. I 'mult own, Mrs. Jffable, T have
that ugly way of laughing at old people. Mama's
nurfe comes to fee us now and then; She has ne-
ver a tooth left in her head; this affets her fpeech
{o very oddly, thar I burlt out a laughing, as {oon
as {he is gone; and T can mimick her fo exaétly,
that I make all the fervants in the houfe laugh at
old nurfe. ) ;

Mrs. djfuble. A fine thing, indeed, fora young
perfon of guality to play the ape ka,p‘c 1ervants‘!’
How can youithink they will ever refpe& you, af-
ter they have feen you come down to fuch mean’ .
and 'umv-.ror:hy actions ? no, my dear, there is no-
thing {o lowas making a jeit of old people, orof
thole, who have {ome narural defet.  The former
mult be refpetted, the Jatter pitied. I fhould be
very forry, my dear, if I chought you would not
ger the bereer of this faddaunle; 1t betrays a l*ag

: / : an

A N
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and malicious heart. Lady Wiy, pray tell the
dadies how they behaved to aged perfons.at Sparta.
- Lady Wiry. The Spartan commonwealth was
thought to be governed by the beft and wifeit laws,
though in my opinipn, lajies, it was farotherwife ;
for I'find that che greatet part of their laws were
ridiculous and prejudicial. - But I approve greatly
of the laws they obferyed in their behaviour to o]e
derly perfons, Young people were not allowed to
fit in their prefence ; and wlhen they appeared in
oublick meetings, they gave them the beft places.
lrhe Jthenians did not thew the fame refpett. Some
embaffadors from Sparta happened to be at Aikens
- they were much offended to fee fome poor old
men pufhed about in the crowd, and at a lofs for
want of a proper place in the theatre, where the
public thews were exhibited. The embafiadorg,
" who were placed very honourably, could not bear
this regardleis behaviour to perions advanced inm
years; ' they forced the old.men to fit in their
places, and gave in their cxample a very proper
lefion to ‘the Arhenians. ’ '

Lady Violent ¥ am .pever pleafed to hear any
thing, that is misbecoming, placed to the account
of my dthenians. Iam like lady Witty, and prefer

them far before the Lacedemnians, whofe laws, ‘in
sy opinion, are very barbarous. A
Mrs. 4fable. You are very bold, ladies, that you

dare to. blame the Lacedemonian laws, which the
greatelt men. admire. 1 wrould willingly ask, why
you like the Atbenians, and diflike the others. Love
and hatred muft not go by fancy, but upon good
and folid grounds 41
Lady Fuglens, I\r&ine‘ is founded ‘upon very good
xeaions.. I batethe Lacedemoniong tor their crue fry,
their,ob&?n:zcy to.continue ignorant; and their wos
men. for want of modeft y-. Lloye the dsbenians 5
T h Ea2 they
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they were learned, and enemies to floth and in=-
gratitude. They had, T muft own, very great
Aaults ; but ftill I love their faults better than the
virtues of the Lacedemonians. Pray. let me tell the
Jadies, how they ufed the children at Spart.

Mrs. dffable. With all my heart, lady; but
when you expofe the faults of the Lacedemonians,
you oughtin juftice to fay fomething of their yir=
tues.. ' '

Lady Wity. 1 find none, I do aflure you.

Mrs. Afable. How can you fay fo, my dear?

was not their exa&t obedicnce to the Jaws a2 vir-
tue ? :
Lady Witty. No, indeed, my dear Mrs. Affuble,
I beg pardon for being of a different opinion. You
will always have us {peak the truth; and really I
fhould not, if I faidit was a virtue. Now, Mrs.
Affable, I am obtliged to obey you; thould you
command me to kill lady Mary, would that be a.
virtuous ‘aftion ? Is it not then very wicked to
obey bad laws.

Lady Vielent. That 1is juf’c what I think, For
example, ore of their laws at Sparta, was that
children muft be brought up to the-contempt of
pain. Why! that is very well; but that. they
might get this. good habit, there were certain {o-
lemnities, on which the children were brought to
the temples, and, without any fault, whipt, till
they were all over blood ; befides this, they were
not {uffered to fhed a tear. Tocry was a certain
fofs of reputation ; and more than once children
have expired under-this exercife without dropping
atear; but what is ftill more horrible, their fa-
thers and mothers affifted at the execution; they
were quite eafy to fee their poor children torn in
this cruel manner, and exhorted them to fuffer
without complaining.

IV[TSA
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Mrs. Afabl:. This reafon leaves no room for a
'Teply, and fully juftifies the young ladies averfion
‘to the:Lacedemonian laws. -Obedience to laws, to
be a virtue, ‘requires them -to be good and juft;
if they are bad, the greater our obedience is, the
more guilty we are. That is.a geometrical de-
monftration, .my dear.

- Mifs Belia. 1 am not {o nice .about the matter.,
What pleafes me is good ; ‘what does not, I fay, is
good for nothing. :

Mrs. dffabje. Thatisa fure way to judge quite
wrong. I hope.this will be no.rule with you for
the future. You have a great thate of wit, dear
mifs, and even a fuperior genius. Nothing is
wanting but a juft way of thinking; and it you,
mifs, will join with me, we will fet to work, and
Iam fure of fuccefs. Lady Violent, you faid that
the Atbenians punifhed ingratitude; if I remember
right, I gave youa pretty ftory to that purpofe
about two years ago, Would you favour us with
ic?

Lady Piolent. Very willingly, Mrs. Afable. T
remember it very welli: At Arbens there were
judges appointed to punith ingratitade, but the cafe ;
happened o feldom, that they had nothing to do,
They thought it very tedious to go to tire court of
judicature without any caufe laid before them ; and
at laft hung up a bell for thofe to ring, who thould
have any cafe in their way to he heard : the bel]
hung along time before any body rung, fo long,
that fome grafs that grew on the fide of the wall
took hold of the bell-rope, and clung about ir.
About ‘this time a man, who found his horfe was
grown too old to work, turned him out of the -
ble to fave his keeping.  The poor horfe walked
very fad about the firect, as if he had guefled he
thould ftarye very foon. ~Chance brought him by

BEiar the
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the houfe of thefe judges ; he fpied the grafs grow-
ing on the fide of the wall; and reared 6p his hind " .
feet to nibble it, this was to no purpofe, for he -
only caught hold of the rope, and rung the bell
feveral times. They perceived the horfe muft
have rung the bell; they inquired whots he was.
Some of the neighbours {aid he was nobody’s, his
maiter having turned him off, This is really a |
cale, {did the judges, that lies before us. It is a
great piece of mgratitude for this man to caft away .
a’poor animal worn out in his fervice; ir muit
not be fuffered. Accordingly they- fent for che
mafter of the horfe, and ob]]ged}?%"ﬁay as much
money as would keep the old horfd the reft of his /-
days. ' '

Lady Witty. It muft be owned, ladies, that 4-
zhens was a charming place, where {o few ungrate-
ful perfons were to be found; and where ingrati-
tude, even to poor animals, was punifhed. Per-
fons are punithed for bad adtions in Zondon, and
ellewhere ; butat Asbensahofe were panithed, who
miffed doing good. ’

Mrs, #fable. We fhall talk that over ancther
time, my dear; it is late now, and we have {till
a flory from the fcripture with fomething of geo-
graphy to get over.

Mifs Molly. A prophet’s widow came to Efijda ;
thou knoweft, fuid the, thar my husband was 3
{ervant of God; he died before he could pay his
deBts s and his creditor is come to take unts bing ny
tao [ons to be bond-men.  Eijfba asked her what the
Lad in the houfe ? nothing but a pot of oil, the wi-
dow anfwered. Go, fays the prophet, borrow of
your neighbours a great many cmpty vefiels. Thea
thou thalr fhut the door upon tnee, and pour thy oil
into thofe vefiels. The widow obeyed ; and for all
fhe continued pouring on, the oil came fill 25 if the -
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'veflel had no bottom. She called to her fon, Lring
another veflel, faid fhe. They are all full, an{wered
“the fon ; and the oil ceafed to flow ; the widow,
by the dire&ion of the prophet, fold the oil, and
fatisfied the creditor. - 7
_ One day the prophet pafled to Skunem, where
a’ very rich woman ' invited him preflingly to
ceat a bit with her ; and fo fhe did every time he
came that way. Atlalt fhe faid to her bushand,
1 perceive, that this is a. koly man of Ged. Letus
‘make a lictle chamber for him, when he thinks
‘proper to come hither. E//fba had a grareful fenfe
‘of all thefe favours, and was defirous of making
fome acknowledgment to his benefaliors.  His
fervant faid to him, Perily, e batb no child. The
‘prophet fent for her, and foretold, that fhe fhould
have a {on at the year's end. The prediétion was
pun&ually verified. Some years after, this child
going to the field, where his father was looking
after the reapers, was taken fo ill with a fore
head-ach, that his father ordered him to be car-
ried home to his mother; who took him upon her
knee ; and the child expired very foon.” Upon
this, the woman full of a lively faith, carried the
child, and laid him upon the bed of the man of
God; and mounting an afs, {he went to mount
Carmcl, where the threw herfelf ar the feet of the
prophet. Elijba’s fervant offered to hinder her.
But the man of God {faid, let her alone; fhe is
‘under great grief, and- the lord hath concealed it
trom me. The Shunamite gave himan account of
what had happened ; and E/ifbz {aid to his fervant,
g0 to her houfe, and lay my ftaff on the child,
But the Shanamite declared she would not leave
him, till he confented to go with her. The pro-
phet followed her, and putup fuch fervent prajyers
% S (¢
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to God, that he obtained the child’s return te
life in behalf of the charitable Shunamite.

Mrs. dffable. You fee, Children, that a chari-
table a&ion is never Ioft ; and moreover, obferve
that, though charity extends to all that are poor,
.care muft be had to relieve chiefly thofe, who fear
the Lord. He has a fingular regard to the prayers
of the poor; and they obtain mercy for their be-
nzfattors. Admire the unbounded liberality of
God to the virtuous ; he feems to have bound
~himfelf to comply with their requefts. There
1s an exceeding pleafure in ferving fo good and fo
generous 2 mafter. Whereabouts do we ftand in
Geography, Lady Sexfible.

Lady Scnfible, We fpoke laft of the province of
Poiton, but faid nothing of Aunsis, a little country,
fouthwelt of Poitox. . Rochelle lies here. This city
‘Was given as a cautionary town to the Proteftants
of France, and was befieged by Leavis XIII, wha
took it after a year and a months fiege, during
which the inbabitants eat, for their futfiftance,
things, whereof the very thought ftrikes us wich
horror.

Ruchefort, is another town in the Payis " dunis,
and is one of the fiations, for the Royal Nawy upon
the ocean.

Saintonge, is fouth of Poitou. Saintes, upon the
xiver Charante is the capital. The Garonne, an-
other river has its courfe through this province.

Mrs. dffable. We will go no farther to day, la-
dics, if you pleafe.

DI A-
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Lady Lovisa, Lady Lucy, Mrs. ArrArLz.

Mrs. Arsas L'E,.

OU are here betimes, ladies; our young

ones will not come till noon it is but juft
mnine o'clock. Pray, ladies, what brings you thus
early ? :

Eady Lowifa. We wanted a little private talk
with you, and hoped you would allow us an hour
of your time.

Mrs. A4fusle. Speak your minds freely, Jadies ;
"you may depend upon me as you would upon the
fincereft friend you have. ' :

Lady Lacy. We relied much upon your kindnels
and friendfhip, which has determined us to take
the liberty of confulting with you. What we
‘have heard, fince we frequent you, makes us
tremble. I muft own, as to myfelf, that I have
bad no reft fince. Ah! Mrs. Affable, T2m fa-
tisfied, that I neither dive nor thick ke a chril-
tian; T perceive, but under the greateft terors,
that thofe words of the prophet, How /ong avill
Jou balt between two, are diretted to me, This is
my fituation, between God and the world ; but T
fear I may {ay with more truth, that Iam quite
taken up with the world and its pleafures, and
that T have {fcacce thought on God, my {foul, my
{alvation and eternity.

Lady Lowifa. That is my cafe, Mrs. Affable,
though I hear myfelf commended for piety, and
cyen was within a trifle of making myfelf that

COi=
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compliment. As I have not been in any occafion
of committing great fauls, I'really fancied myfelf
virtuous ; but upon a clofe examination of my
behaviour, I maf fay ‘with thislady, that I had
not fo much as an idea of what it is to be a chrif-
tian. T have gone farther ; Thave tll very lately
made jelt of all that thoughtberter and more jadi-
cioufly on this fubjeét. Ttey are Metbodifls has been
my conftant anfuser,” whenever the converfation
has turned upon perfons wholly taken up’ with the
grand affair of falvation.

 Mrs. 4guble. This readinels to coreefpond with
the pious motions which the Holy Ghoftis pleafed
¥o excite in your | earts is very edifying. - Thebeft
mult work their falvation with fear and trem-
bling; but take care that even this fear, though it
come from God, do 5ot break -in upon the confi-
dence., the tranquility and content, which poileiies
the heart of the jult and righteous, :

Lady Louifa. Very vight, Mrs., 4ffable ; but are
‘we in the number of thofe juft and righteous per-
fons ? Have we not on the cantrary much reafygn
to fear, that we may bereckoned ameng the ido-
daters, you mentioned t’other day,?

Mrs. dfable. Harl'ce ladies, I am to olferve
two things with regard to your prefent fituation of
mind, and muft prevail on you to obferve the
fame, inrelation to yourfelves. Youare between
two dangerous rocks, equally to be avoided.  The
firlt is remiflnefs in your duty, the fecond is a
trugly fcrupulous anxiety.  Your courfe muft be
between the two, declining neither to right orlefz.
.The knowledge I have liesin a {mall compafs,
‘but God is pleafed to proportien the lights, which
we receive, to our relpeltive employs, and may
-enlarge my underfanding in fuch a manner, that [
may be more clear fighted in your cafe, than'I
dhould be in my own. In hopes that it will Lic {o,

- am
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I am ready to hear, and to anfwer you ; baut,
to advife as I cught, I muft firft know you tho-
roughly. You muft be fincere and free with me.-
Now lady Lucy, tell me what is your idol ?
Lady Zacy. Myfelf. T will now draw myfelf to
the life, and you will find that the terrors, which
-alarm me, are but too well grounded. ,

Mrs. #ffable. Remembar however that in juftice
to ycurlelf and to me, your good as well as bad
qualities muft come into the account.

Lady Lucy Good qualities! I'aflureyoul know
of none; I fhould be very vain, if I thought T
had any virtue ; there may perhaps be fomething
of a deceitful refemblance, a kind of likenefs 2
but Mrs. #fable, fuch virtues are but like bafe and
counterfeit money. '

Mrs. Afable. On this head you owe the fame
juftice to yourfelf, that you do to othiers. Were
you miftrefs of every virtue, flill there would be
no room for vanity. Virtues would be natural,’
or acquired; if the firlt you have ‘no reafon to
boafl of wtat God has beftowed upon you, with-
out any concurrence,of yours ; and the knowledge
of your good natural qualities, can only excite
your gratitude, to be thankful to your benefadtor;
if you acquired thele good qualities, it is not by
your own ftrength, but by the fuccour and af-
fitance of. God, as the author and nature of
grace. Such good qualities as are merely natural,
cannot produce any Chrifiian a&ions truely fuch,
but require the inflaence of God's powerful grace,
that the virtues and the a&ions may be truely
Chrillian. Al that is evil in you is your own ;
never forget it, that you may do yourfelf juftice,
that is, treat yourfelf with contempt. All that
15 go0d. in you comes from God; never lole the
fight of this greac truth, that you may blefs him,
who has beftowed it, and be encouraged to love”
. him
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him inceffantly. There is no need of informing
me, concerning what you naturally are, but what
you are, asa chriftian through God’s mercy. :

Lady Lucy. Tam to tell you fircerely Mrs. A/
JSable, you have now extricated me, out of a very
perplexed fituation of mind, and have cured me of
an infupportable racking fcruple. I have natu-
rally tolerable good difpolitions, were they not
tainted with felf-love ; I have been brought up.
in a very chriftian family, where I have feen no-
thing but good example; and by that means have,
as I may fay, got good habics mechanically. When
thefs come into my mind, T avoid all refle€ ions up-
on them as bad thoughts, for fear of lmitating
the proud pharifee. -

Lady Louifa. For my part T have got into the
other extreme. Tam fatisfied and quite convinced,
that I am not fo good as T thould be, but then I.
think I am much better than others. And I am
plealed with the thought, as if I was obliged to
myfelf for the good qualities I may have.

Mos. 4fFable. Both excefles are very faulty, and
conlequently to be avoided. Let us hear lady
Lugy, the good and bad you have to fay of yourfelf.

Lady Lugy. To finith my piGure, and to glve
you an idea of the ficuationT have been in, I need
only defire you would remember the account of
the lady, who was {o earneft in her fearch after
true happinefs. I was in hopes of meeting with
it in the world, and its pleafures. T found nothing
but di guft and trouble. My heart Toaths every
objett, and fecks in all places what it finds no
where. -

Lady Lowifa. Here 1 muflt differ Ffrom lady
Lucy. 'The world promifes, and really gives me
pleafure. I am diverted at a ball, a play, fome
aflemblies ; not that I would be taken up with
fuch diverfions from merning till night ; bur I

: look
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Took upon them as innocent, and fuch as may be
allowed at my age. Ilove to drefs and put on
fine cloaths ; nor did I ever think it an oifence,
rovided a proper regard to modefty was obferved.,
L}o be thort, Mrs. dfable, 1 am relolved to work
my falvation, and go to heaven ; hut as to this
particular, I have fet bounds to my ambition ;. I
don’t afpire to the firlt place, and would Le be..
- forehand with all che pleatures, that can be wich-
~out offending God.

Mrs.. Affable. Before T an{wer you, madam ; lst
me ask lady Zucy, whar hinders her relith of the
‘pleafures, fhe {eeks after. Ler us know, my dear.
Lo the pleafures them'elves difcuft, or fomcthing
that fteps in, and hinders your taking full fatif-
faltion in thofe amufements ? '

Lady Zucy. You thall know, Mrs. Affable how
itis. I am, well fuppofe, invited to.a ball 5.1
accept thie invitation, in hopes of being diverted ;
I go with the greatctt eagernefs, and banifh all,
thoughts, that can hinder me taking the fame plea-
fure with others. In the height of the diverfion
comes a. thought which makes {o {trong an im-
preflion on ‘me, that I cannor poffibly remove it
outof my mind. Itfeems to me asif I heard a
voice, that {ays: I it for this, that God has placed
thee in this avorid? If every vain and unprofit-
able word is to be feverely accounted for, can
I imagine, that God will not make me account-
able for the moments loft here ? You eafily con-
ceive, that with fuch thoughts, I cannot enjoy the
fatisfattion T propofed to myfelf, I remember
the firlt ball Twentto; I perfectly longed for the
day. Threc nights pafled. without a wink of {leep;
fo impatient was I for the moment I was. to fec
out on this party of pleafure. I was dazzled with
the glittering fthew ; all the courc was there, and
Lireally wifhed for more eyes than I had, to enjoy

' ; the
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the profpe. . All on a fudden, I had.this thoughg,
How many gerfins among thefe 1 have now before
me aill die re this year ‘is ended ? Could they
have ihe heart to divert them Yeves, if they kuew
their ‘term awas fo near®  But avbe can aflure me,
that I flall not be one of the number 2. And yit for
this wek pafl, | bove minded notbirg but drefs and
trifles ; this bas ‘canfed many difiraltions ap ny.
prayers; and T bive bad weirker Gad nor my Jfal-
‘wation - fufficiently in my thoughss, 3
‘This, Mrs. 4fzble, took up the whole time ‘of
the ball.  Some thought of this nature fill lurks
in the mind, and only waits for the moment E
have chofe for diverfion, to break out and en-
grofs all my attention. Yo
Mrs. dfable. Lady Louifa, what do you think:
of your friend’s fituation ? _ '
: Lady Louifa. Think ? That fhe is too ferupulous.
At this rate, we may as well be buried alive.
‘Does God forbid innocent-pleafures ? Tell me fin-
‘cerely, Mrs. 4ffable. If you think we muft give
them up to fecure heaven, in reverfion, I will do-
it, but that will give me the greateft uneafinefs,

for I muft tell you once more, that I, love plea-~

fure and diverfions. A
Mrs. dfable. *Tis naturalat your age, madam;.

T mull not make a crime of this incligation,

neither can I flatter pature. If I diffembled on
this occafion, I fhould not deferve the confidence
you are pleafed to repoit in nie. 3 ;
" Tt is no offence, T muf¥ tell you, at your time of

life, to defire fome diverfion, but this muft be-

ftated in. a more proper light, To divert your-
felf without any prejudice to conlcience, '

Firft, The diverfions and pleafures muft not be
evil of themfelves, i

Secondly, Though not evil in themfslyes, they
mul not be fuch, as may bring you in particular
into any danger. : "Thirdly

A
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Thirdly, They muft not prejudice any eflential

duty. »
" Fourthly, Let your diverfions be a relaxation,
but not your profeffion, and only bufinefs; let
them take{,up a {mall part, not the whole of your
time; that Is, you muft not give yourfelf up
as aflave to pleafures. You may, if I may be
allowed the expreflion, for a fhort while lend,
but not abandon yourfelf to diverfions.

. Fifthly, “The intention of 1 little amufement
muft be good. The end you propole, muft be
only to unbend the mind, to recover the fatigue
of your daily duties in your refpedtive callings,
that you may-wefume them with grearer alacricy.
“Laftly, Take this rule, whereby you may dif-
cover, whether your paftimes are innocent. Ecfore.
you take any diverfion, confider whether you dare
fay, O God, I take this divsrfion for thy fake.

Lady Lucy. May one offer to God his relaxa-
tion and amufements? Now I fhould haye
thought it a want of refpect. :

Mrs. Afpable. Fave you never, taken notice of
what St. Paul fays, whether ye eat or drink, or-
Whatfvever ye do,” do all 1o the glory of God; he does.
not {ay whecher you pray or give alms; he fingles
out the moft animal altions of life to thew,
that there is none, which ought not to be done.
for the glory of God. . This is the true fecret of
holinefs, T {uppofe, that the a&ions are not cri-
minal; let the a&isns be never {o common fuch
as they are, let them be donc freely, without
conftraint, not out of a motive of vain compla-
cency to ourfelves, but to the glory of God,

Lady Lowiia. But what is it to God, whether
I take diverfions or not ? i

Mrs. Affable. When God put a foul into your
body, he charged the firft with -the care "of the
Later.. Hence, to take a reafonable g¢are of the

' : : i hody,
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body, is to obey God, and to give him glory by
a refpettful fubmiflion to his commands. To
~ feed the body with moderation, to watch with:
care, for the prefervation of your health, to re-
frefh and unweary the body by fuitable recrea-
tions, are duties, which it were finful to negleét.
‘Where God commands, your compliance muft be
agreeable, and you may offer this alt of obedi-
ence to his divine will, For example, it would be
very unbecoming for a perfon thatis very intem-
perate, to fay : My God, I cat thus in obedience
to you. His confcienze muft immediately reproach
him : How dareff thou prefume to think, that thou
cheycfi bis divine-Majifty, by defiroying the bealth,.
awpich he charged thee to preferve.

By obferving thefe diretions, you may divert
yourfelves as much as is proper. I thall give you
them in writing ; and you will confider whether
hitherto your diverfions have tallied with thefe.
rules. Lady Lucy will then enjoy for God’s fake,.
and without fcruple, the pleafures that are {fuit-
able to this do&rine; and lady Loxifz will gene-
roufly refign all fuch as are not confiftent with
thefe maxims.

Lady Lucy. I have learned more this day, than
ever I underftood before; and if you will favour
us with fuch ufeful converfations, from time to
time, I fhall be the happieft creature in the world..

Mrs. dffable. Lain entrely at. your fervice, la-
dies, but, be fure, let our conferences be very
fecret. They would appear very ridiculous to
your fine ladies. .. ... But here are our young
ladies for the leflon of philofophy. This will
give us very great lights for confirming what we.
have begun to explain, and which we will ex-
amine thoroughly the next time we meet.

The. End of the firfi Volume.
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' Mrs, As F>ABLE.

ADY Senfible, pray tell us, where we loft off
‘ at our laft meeting. . '

Lady Senfible. We were upén the definition of
happinefs. - You faid, that he was happy, who de-
fired nothing, nor had any thing to fear. :

Mrs. 4ffable. Did 1 give any proof of this defis
nition being exadt ?

Lady Senfiste. 1 think not, Mrs. Affable.

Mrs. 4fable. If fo, ladies, we muft examine
this point and obferve the method, which we have.
obliged ourfelves to follow. You know, that we
are not to aflent to any propofition, that is not an
axiom.

Lady Louifa. Give me leave to ask what is
meant by an axiom; tis a term I don’t very well
underf{tand. : ‘.

Mrs. Afable. T ought indeed to have explain«
ed it firft, as well as feveral other terms pe-
culiar to ftiences, which you will meet on ma-
ny occafions, and for want of underftanding.
them be ar a lofs to comprehend many things
that are very entertaining ; befides, I intend to en-
liven our leffons with fome touches of natural
philofophy, but very few as I undérftand VEry,
little of it; the Little T know I thall communi-
;ate,- were it only to make my court to lady Vigw
ent.

A 2 Lady
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Lady Vioknt. 1 am obliged to you for your
complailance; and T will in return make my court
to you; and I muft rell you, that you have got
above half your awager.

“Mrs. Affable. So, dear lady Ziolent, now you
neither hate me nor my lefions.

Lady Zislent. Oh! T am advanced much far-
ther; I begin to love you very much ; but I muft
not interrupt you; pray tell us what is the mean-
ing of this word axiem, . .

Mrs. 4ffable. "Tis a truth fo clear, that you
mufl renounce the light of reafon to call ‘it in
queftion; a truth that a child of four years can
underftand.  This is an axiom. No owe cay give
what be has not. You fee it is quite evident. #har
is contrary to t)uth mufl be faffe. Do you take it
lady Mary 2
~ Lady Mary. Perfe@tly well, Mys. Afable ; that
grand word, axiom, frightened me; and ncw I
find it is the eafieft marter to be underftood. If
it be true, that you are in the room, itis falle
that you are out of it. That you are prefent is a
truth ; that you are abfent, which is contrary to
thac cruth, isa falthood.

Lady Lauifa. Is it not alfo an axiom, that ffa
principle is true, ivs confequence cannot be falfe 7

Mrs. Affable. Yes, madam; that was explained
the other day.. This is another axicm. The whole is
b.-"gger than a part.

“Mifs Moly. I don’t take it, Mrs. Affable,
 Lady Charbotte. Lord, how dull you are? don’t
you fee, that this bir of wood, which is the foot of
the table, and only one part of it is not {o big as
the whole table, there peed not . . . . . . Ob,
Mrs. Affable, how you lgok atr me; I hLave
dope wrong, I fee; 1 have been very rough to{ my

: dear
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dear mifs Molly. T beg pardon, dear friend; I
fpoke without refletion.
_ Mifs Moly. You do fo very often, and you
think you make wp all things by asking pardon. .
Mrs. 4fabie. Indeed, my dear, you fcandalizs
me ; is it not a fhame to fee fo much refentment
fhewn to a good friend ; I really thought you had
more wit. ; : ‘
Mils Molly. You don’t fee all, Mrs. 4fable
fhe is at it tep times a-day, and at laft I can bear
it no longer. ' : : ;
~ Lady Charbre. She is reallyin the right, Mrs.
Affable ; and vet I could take my oath, that I ne-
ver meant to give any offencesy it is a bad cuftom
I have. T Sy -
Mrs. Afabl-. ¥ou muft correft this fault, my
dear, and [ hope, that mils Moy will get the becs
ter of. this wrong turn of mind. - Come, ‘my good
girl, embrace your friend : and if you think feri»
oufly on the matter, you will be much athamed
of whathas happened ; it isvery ugly inded. '
Mifs Mo/ls. 1 knew you would always take that
lady’s part, becaufe you love her better than me.
Mrs. dffable. Comehither, poor Molly; youfay
that I'love lady Charlotte better than you; it is
very true. I love her now better; fhe is more ami-
able, and this is but nataral. Make the cafe your
own; you will do the very fame. She has com-
mitted a faule, I own. But it is a Dlunder, a
mniltake, fhe never intended any offence ; as foon
as the perceived her mittake by my looking at her,
the was very fenfible, that the had done wrong,
and imimediately begged your pardon. Now coii-
fider the fault you have committed, compare it
wich hers, and you mult find yours much grearer.
he {aid that you was dull ; you might eafily have
conyinced her of a miftaken judgment, and thewn
At thag
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that you was miftrefs of more fenfe and wit by
not taking any offence at her injurions language’;

inftead of this you would thew, that you was re-
ally dell and thupids” one is no bétrer that is an-
87y Wichout ‘caufe.  Afer that you was very
rough with ber, " you returned worfe Janguage,
than fhe had given, whereas lady Chariosse, inftead
of following yonr example; owned herfelf i the
WIrong; and now, becaufe Ido her juftice, you
full foul on me, you accufe me of being partial,
you pretend, thatr T a& by whim and fancy, in
thore you tell me, that I am unjult - Would not
it be right in me to take petin my turn, to pout
as you do, and to continue our of temper like you.
But I freely pardon you ;. why will you not for-
give your {chool fellow »

Mifs Molly. You are in the right, Mrs. Afable,
Iam a foolith girl; I beg your pardon, and lady
Charbyte's; and as a farther favour, I beg that
neither of you will be angry with me.

Mrs. 4ffable. Why thould I be angry with you?
You have done me no harm, but much 5 VOuES
felf; Iam mortified e yauraccount, dear child,
but it is a comfort to me, that you own your
fault.  Let us fay no more about it, but go on
with our leffon.

By this time you underftand what an ax/om 1s,
and we advancéd, that we Were not to give our
alfent immediately to any propofition, that is not
an exiorm. Lady Lounifa obferved, that a confe-
quence drawn from a true principle was alfo
an axiom, and {o thar we could not doubt of man’s
being creared to be happy, as this truth is 2 con.
fequence of this other, God is infinitely terfe2. We
have allo defined what It was fo be bappy, and faid,
that baypinefi was a flate, in avhich we frared no.
thing, and had nothing to defire ; but this has not yet

een
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been proved; let us try whether we can doit; and
lady Witty, let us examine, whether you have
hitherto been happy, and what has hindered your
being {o.

Lady Wirzy. 1am not very unbhappy at prefent,
Mrs. Affable, but was very much fo, before I was
acquainted with you; for I was paflionately de-
firous of being praifed and efrcemed; and 1 found
that 1 was generally hated and defpifed. And
‘now I fiill find an inclination and fome defire of
praife, bur not much; fo thatl feel but fome
little uneafinefs, when I am not praifed ; but there
is fomething elfe that gives me much trouble. I
want to be older, thst I may go to aflemblies,
balls and plays. I fhed fome tears by myfelf,
when I hear mama talk ofa fine tragedy fbe has
feen, and fay to myfelf, when fhall I be at liberty
to fee plays as I fhall think proper.

Mus. dffable. Well! you was quite fatisfied lafk
week, when you was at the playhoufe,

Lady Witty. Not I, Mrs: Affable ;. to fpeak the
ereth I owas pleafed with being there; but the
play in my mind did not laft long enough; I
was concerned, that I could not come the next
day; and then I was fo heavy and under {o
much difguiet, that I could not be pleafed with
any thing I did.

Mrs. Affable. But if the lady, your mama, took
you every day to the playhoufe, do you think
that would content you ?

Lady Witty. 1 wifh for many more things, Mrs.
Affable, 1 would willingly go to Vaux-hall; in a’

-word, I entertain fo many different wifhes, that
as foon as I have obtained one, another with begins
to teize me.

Mrs. Affable. Lady Louifa, were you like lady
Witry at her age ?

A4 Lady
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Eady Lovife, Exaltly, Mrs. Affable; T made pg
doubr of Leing happy” as foon us F thould go with
my lady to every place. L2 '

Mrs. dffable.” And now very likely ‘you gare
quite happy, thar you have compafled whay you
defired fo'much. et

Lady Louifa. Far from it, Mrs drmdi ; 1 am
often tred with thofe things I have fo lop
withed for; and there are others, which I cannot
reach, that I defire to be in my power.

Mus. Arfable. Pray madam would you tell me,
whether you don’t think yourlelf unhappy in not
being queen of England 2 ;

Lady Zouifa. No, Mrs. Affable,. for I never de-
fired i, o ;

Mrs. dffable. Ave nor you forry that you havée
hota gown all fer with diamonds o ;

Lady Louifa. No, Enever vas for fuch a quarn-
tity of them ; bur T own. thar my fiter in law
has an aigretre which quite pleafzs me, This urf-
Incky aipretiso pups. conflantly in my head ; and I
am {erioufly concerned, that I' cannot have fuch
another. i Toa :

Be pleafed to obferve ladies, that.lt is not the
things of the world, buye the defire: which occafiors
all your trouble.- You no more want the lady your
filter in law’s aigrerte, than you want all the diz-
monds in London. Why does this trouble you,
and why are you perféétl;z caly at the other.s:?
Becaufe you have taken ir into your head to wifh
-for the firft, and thought no more of t}ze f'econ'd,
than you did of the crown of Eng/zfmf. Ta be fa-
tisfied, you den’t want that particular fprig 6f
diamonds ; you would, if you had 1t -foon‘loo'k
upon it with great indifference ;. the main point fs
v0 thake off that defire 3 it is. that, and thac only

ents yo ;
‘Whjmh torments y ) Lady
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Lady Eouifa.” Allow me,; Mrs. Affable, to make
a fuppofition. If our defires torinent us, when-
we cannot content them, ke would be happy, that
could obtain every thing as he defired it. This’
ruakes him mafer of all that he withes ; he can~
not defire more.

- Mrs. Affable. ' Alexander an ambitiots prince’
propofed to conquer the whole world, and made’
himieif fure of the conqueft. You may perhaps
imagine, that thie profpeét fatisfied his defires.
Not at all, ladies I he took up his thoughts wich
grieving that the world was of io finall a compafs,
and withed he had more worlds to fubdae. I
will fuppofe however, that be could not with for
more ; {1ill that ftate of ina&ion would be tedi-
ous, and the danger of lofing what he had gained:
would be a caufe of extreme trouble. i
“Lady Louifa. This is a flat contradi€tion, Mrs..
Afable; our defires, youfay, are the occafion of
car misfortunes.- You fay farther, that-a man,who’
defired nothing, would be uneafy, becaufe he had:
mothing to defire. Puuing thefe two together,.
aperlon with and withcut any defire is equally’
unhappy. And hence may be concluded, thatie
is falle, that man was created to be happy; and
that it is even impoilible he fhould be happy.

Mrs. Affable. This we call proper and clofe rea-
foning, Madam’; but lec me fee, whether I can~
not get out of the'briars: } .

" To tegin, we have no bufinefs to doubt of an:
oxiom 5 that weuld be ridiculous. It is an uncon=-
teftable truch, that man was made to be happy; it
is a confequence of this principle: There is a Gad'
infinitely perfet. We muft then examine my- other
propoficions.

- I faid that cur defires- linder- us from being’

: As bappy,
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bappy; and I repeat it, becaufe it is impoffible

Or us to obtain all we defire. .

I go farther, and fay, thar though we could fa-
tisfy all our defires, we could not be bappy, fince
the heart would Le wearied out with having no
more to wifh in this world,

Lady Lucy. This is very clear ; were man con-
tent with what he poflefles, he would defire no-
thing farcher, Ibegin to think, that Ican guefs at
the reafon, Mrs. Affable. It is not, becaule the
heart is of that capacity and extent, that, altho”
all:the good things of the world were put toge-
ther, it could never be filled or fatisfied. [ fancy
my heart to be like a child, that cries and wants.
to bave; every thing it  fees. If any thing is
put into it’s hands, it lays faft hold with grear
eagernéls, looks at it, turas it of all fides, then
calls it.away with a kind of icorn, begins a
feeth to ery for the next thing, and when it has.
gotit, (zeats it with the fame ceremony as the:
other. :

Mcs. dfuble. The comparifon is really excel-
Yenr, my dear, and a true reprelentation of the
beart. :

o Lady Louifa. T grant, that the heart is ke that-
child ; but you muft alfo grant, that we are not
made to be happy fince nothing can make us fo,

- Mrs. Afuble. No, madam; we can never be:
happy till we find an object of greater extent,
tham the heart of man, an objeét which we may.
poflefs if we pleafé ; and in which during this.
life, we may every moment find {omething new
10 raile new defires, and fuch as it is in our power’
to gratify; in fo much that we cannot form a
with, but what fhall be fulfilled inftantly, and fuc-
ceeded by others with the fame facility and {uc-

i'.. ’
sels, Ta



BiEAL @& 8 E VIIL 8 {
Lady Louifa. ¥ find nothing but God, that is

greater than the heart, fince the heart is fo much
above the whole world.

Mrs. Affable. Truely God only can make us
happy in another life; and to poflels him here
is, even in this life a commencement of that fu-
ture happinefs.

Lady Zempeft. But how can we poflefs and en-
joy him now 7 _

Mrs. Affable. That God may fill your heart,
you muft make room for his divine prefence, by
‘cafting out every thing that poflefles it. Drive out
ambition, pride, covetoufnefs, and all the other
patfions that incumber the foul and hinder God
from fixing his refidence there. To banih "all
irregular paflions that give birth to irregular dé-
fires is to remove all obftacles to happinefs. And
hence we muft conclude that our definition of
happinefs was not complete, and that we muft re-
form it once more by faying, that happinefs is a
frate, wherein the heart forms no defire but what
it can fatisfy, without any danger or apprehenfion
‘of being cloy’d.

Lady Lucy. I could have taken my oath that
the other was a perfeét definition, but I find i
was not,  Now I fee how neceflary it is to exa-
mine what appears to be moft certain, and no-
thing pleafes me more than the thought of being
fure it is in my power to difcoverthe truth. -

Mrs. Affable. Truth is the food of the under-
ftanding, and the pleafures, which flow from the
difcovery of it, go infinitely beyond thofe which
are {o eagerly fought in the childith amufements
of the world ; yeu will find 1t fome day by ex-
perience, my dear ; and you will be greatly fur-
prifed, that you could ever lofe fo much timz in
trifles, when a pafllime fo becoming a rational

3 A6 Crcda



12 The Young Ladies Mogazire,

‘creaturé was in your power.” But our leffon Has:
been valtly ferious;. ler us Ipirit up a little. Lady,
Zenpef, I beg you will tell us the flory you took
out of the Aa:enturer. ; \

Lady Temp . Ladies, ivis a gentleman thag
gives an aczount of himfelf, I wiij introduce him
seliing his own adventures. j s "

I was born in-a certain county. of England,;
about 150 miles diftant from the metropolis,.
At twenty years of 4ge, L came to an eafy. for-
tune ;. and th ught E.l;zr;-ediaxch of fertling 1n the.
world. I tound a lady of my. renk, and of
Iy t2 . per with a - fortune equal to mine, [
have been Llefled with three children by her, Iam.
extremely fond of my lirle offspring,. aind with.
my dmall family I found myiclt bappier than a.
king. Ihada good library ;. and when I was net.
wita my. wife ant children, my- time was. {pent ia,
Teading - Though L had a gencral rafte: tor all.
forts of books, m y. Inclination was chiefly to the
poets, and Parric;);;rly thofe, who were cone
ceraed in dramatic poctry. I had a ftrong paffion.
for Skakefpear’s tragedies : I read them aver and.
‘over again withdut ceafing;. and fometimes It
thonght, how happy they muft ts at, London, wlie
had cpportunities o 56 to the playhoufes; where
thofe excellent picces: were exhibited. - This
whought which came trequently to my mind, grew
¥p to a defire,. and that a wiolent” one. Now
~H-1en. one earneftly. deitres what he eannot com-.
‘paty, all diverfions ‘grow infipid ; what is. in your
power, is diftatteful; in fhorr, T was quige mifers
able. 1 was ac Bberty to go to town, when I
pleafed : no one weuld have hindered me; ‘bur'in,
reality, when I confidered the matter ferioudly,
reaton oppeled this excurfion; and it would have
been quite 2 thame o ride a bunirad and fifiy

2 B " miles:
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miles merely. for the pleafure of feeing 4 4 play
atted. I continued two whole years, in  this dif-
trefled condition ;- my: friends found me fo alter=-
ed, that they could not have known me again; fo
melancholy and penfive I was grown. At two
years.end, I received a letter from rown with an.
account, that an: aunt of mine was dead there,
had lefc me her heir, and that I muft of neccﬂnty
“eome up to fettle matters with regard to this fuc-
ceflion. 1 was ovcx;oyed with the news, which
furprifed all my acquaintance. Till that time, I
was cftcemed. a difinterefted perfon; they could
not conceive how an increafe of fortune could
occafion fuch raptares. I was really uneafy, thae
1 was thought a covetous perfon; but 1 could
not bring myfelf to: declare the true caule of
the faustaltion I had. A Fiench author obferves
very judicioufly , that we are more jealous cf
the opinton. which others form of our under-
ﬂancu*g, than ~we are with rcipe& to what
they think of our morals, and we chufe rather
to be thought immoral, than ridicalous; and per=
fons of weak capacities. At leaft I alted: that
time upon this principle: I left all the world at
liberty to determine as they pleafed.; and my
whole] carc was in haftening every. t‘nnu for my.
departure. I f{carce allowed my. wife time to put:
up a few fhirts in a cloakbag ; and though I had.
the tenderelt love for my family, the tears they
fhed: when I took horfe,. were not minded by
me. I rode night and d.uj ;-1 cannct fay that [
faw any thmv upon the toad; I. was wholly
taken up wath the fhew I was to fee ;. when L
alighted, the :firft que"c on I asked. of mylande-
]md was, ‘at what o’clock they. opened the play--
houfe. He anfwered, about five, 'tis but cleven ;-
.JWL beve fix. bours wd t0 refi. Tormentirg vils
la.n
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Jain, thought I to myfelf | This brute talks of
{ix hours as he would of fix minutes, and cannot
think one bas any thing to do, but to reft. I
think I could have tallen fou] upon mine hoft ;
and I was not withour fome fufpicizn, that he was
acceffary to the opening of the houfe fo late,
However [ found it neceflary to follow his ad-
vicehbut ¥ dined s ks great hafte, as if they
of the playhoufe had only waited for me to draw
up the.curtain. As the time drew nearer
impatience increafed ; I quarreiled with the
bavber I fent for to te fhaved , I told him
" he would be the cavfe of my not being ar the
opening of the playheufe ; I took my watch out
every moment nor could I be perfuaded that the
lownefs of its ‘motion was natural. Infine, I
behaved in all refpedts like a madman ; and left
‘the people of the inn quire perfuaded that I had had
a knock in the cradle. It was exaltly four, when
I came to the playhoufe door ; as it was only to
‘be opened at five, I had full leifure to champ the
bit, whiltt I walked about every way. I was
heartily enraged at the porter; I was fure that
he was at the bottom of this mifchief, ‘and de-
layed on purpofe coming to open the door. How-
ever it was fet open at laft, I went in; no, I
snthed in; but was forced very foon to abate of
my mettle ; there was no light, and T was in
danger of breaking my neck; for coming out of
the day-light into a dark place, I could not abfo-
Jutely fee before me. In 2 fhort time I recover=
ed my fight; and I furveyed with eagernefs the
place Thad 1o long and earneltly withed to fee.
My nezt bufinefs was to pitch upon a place,
where I might moft conveniently fze the play.
I was at Jaft determined, not ‘becatfe I was
pleafed, but becaule I was gired with ﬁroflling
& {6795
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from one fide to the other in queft of a place.
Mean while the company crouded in, and feemed
to fhare with me in impatience ; fome by bawl~
ing, others drumming upon the benches with
their fticks, others with their feet, and fome {héw-
ed their uneafine{s by whiftling. In fine, the noile
was encugh to ftunany common mortal, and was
over and above fo difagreeable, that if an uncom-

‘mon defire of feeing A play had not brought me
thither, I would certainly have made my efcape.
At laft the long wifhed for moment comes, the
eurtain is drawn up, and what do you think, but
a man of enormous fize comes in and claps down
jutt before me ; as he was taller by the head than
mylfelf, I had nothing left for it but to lean all
on one fide; it was really worth my while to come
fo early, and to try fo many placesas I had done.
However this inconvenience was not very fenfible ;
one of the aftors had opened the {cene, and my
foul was only in my eyes and ears; the reft of my
faculties were almoft gone. . .

I only came again to myfelf at the clofe of the
firft at. And then I called myfelf to an account
of the pleafure I had found in this noveley. I
was really great, but far from anfwering my ex-
pettation. 'This difappointment occafioned a dif-
like ; however the didlike left me a fufficient pre-
fence of mind to examine the play, and to re~
mark its defeéts ; {o that at laft ¥ found fault with
the aucnor, the players, the decorations, I even
obferved upon the taylors, and found every par-
ticular thort of that perfeltion, to which they
might have been carried to make ‘the whole com-
plete. _

The farce was much more difagreeable. This
was a . pantomime, and very pretty, but the fubs
je&, as far as the geftures of the altors gave

us
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us to underftand, was extremely undecent, ¥
could willingly have given more attention to the:
fhew ; a thoufand ill thoughts crouded into my
mind ; I did not chufe to be damned with harboure
ing theftc dangerous guefts; I was wholly raken up
in refifting and denying them admittance ; I could
not fee haif of this pantomime, where' confcience-
oblized me almoft every moment to clofe my
eyes. At laft the performance was atran end ; and
Y gor back tomy innin a very dull and penfive
mood. Many a thoufznd dmes I had been alone
without the leaft difconrent; Fur after I left that
tumultucus croud, my lodging appeared to me amr
unfupporrable defart. Whilft } was fretting, ¥
made the following refle&tion. :

My cafe is very common. A young Iady at
fourteen or fifteen, hears of what I may call'the
grand play or comedy of the world ; fhe lengs to:
be feen’at this public fpe@acle, and endeavours tg-
bzften the long defired hour ; ar length the appears-
at aflemblies. What forecatt! what care is had
to be in' a proper place to fee and be feen in a:
manner the moft likely - to'footh and flatter her
vanity I' But ‘when the fancies fhe has fucceeded;
and that fhe is fixed to her contcnt, in comes 4.
taller perfon, that is a lady of greater beaury, a:
finer fhape, more wit, and poflefied of talents
which the wants; fhe feizes and fives EVETY eye in
the company, and eclipfes the young perfon; that
thought herfelf fo bappy, and who, in order to
catch a fide' glance, and- fome fhdre in the admi~
ration of tlie {peCators, is forced to be upon the’
rack, and in the moft uncafy pofture, - where this
dangerous rival fhines with fuperior f.jndgwments.-
Fhough'the conftraint is greatly troublefonie, fhe
Leeps up her heart, ard Bears her prefent ficuation
with the profpe& of the pleafure fhe hopes 1o find,
i
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in this mecting. How great is her furprize, and
bow aff:cting her concern to fee, .that the plea~
fure does not anfwer her expe&ation ; fhe is frub-
trated, fhe does not meet with half, no, not a
quarter of the fatisfaltion {ke propofed to herfelf;
‘the grieves, the begins to loach the warld, that
‘requires fo much, and returns fo fittle; bur this
difguft fails too often of bringing a love of retreat,
‘and ends in being out of temper with the faults of
the play, and the performers; thatis, the i_ncf-
dents of life, the perfidicufefs of indifferent per-
{ons, and the ingratitude of thofe,who were thought
frieads. One 1s deceived on all fides, obliged tp
take a fhare in the trouble of this perfon, and to
fuffer the unjult proceedings of that other; this
1 not all. This comedy, or univerfal pantomime,
which is not very entertaining, isvery fcandalous ;
what is heard and what is feen difpofes gene-
rally to evil. Who has the holy fear of the Lord
dreads being fullied with this filth ; he muft be
ever on his guard, always refifting, and engag-
€d-1n an enatel$ ftruggle. = Here th2 eyes muit be
conftantly thut and the ears ; the tongue muft be
almoft under a perpetual reftraint. What a pity !
In fine, the play draws to an end, mght, that is,
old age' comes on. What remains but very litele
pleafure, great uneafinefs, vnprofirable defires, and
tormenting remorfes? happy thofe, who like ny-
felf, difguited with the firft reprefentation take a
handfome refolution, and follow my example. I
had not the lealt temptation to fee another play.
b left my affairs to the care of a friend; and
the next day I made the beft of my way home-
ward with as much fpeed, and came back to
my family with as much joy, as I felt at my fet-
£ing OuL.

Lady
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. Lady Zugy. You know thar is exaltly my cafe,
Mrs AfFable; T am very much inclined to follow
this gentleman’s example, and give up this pagean~
try at the firft reprefentatjon. .

Mrs. Afable. Fair and foftly, lady. Sloth is
often difguifed wnder a_pretext. of defpifing the
world ; this muft be confidered ; we will do it the
firft private meeting we have,

Mifs Sophy. Pray, Mrs. dftable, do you ever ad-
mit thefe ladies tg private vifits ?
- Mrs. ikl Whae makes youask, my dear ?

M5 Sophy. 1 have carneltly longed for fome
time to have a Lirtle private talk wich you, and I
durft not propofe it.

Mrs- dfable. T could really be angry at you,
my dear. Havye you forgor, that I am your

riend, and that you muft be free with me 7 Yo_u

dzrfl not, they are’ words not to be ufed, more parti-
cularly among friends, L& me know without ce-
Yemdny what you defire of me ; when I cannac
comply T will lay my reafons before you very
candidly, Qpce for all, ladiss, T defire you wiil
be perfuaded, that T can have no greater pleafure
than that of condefcending to all that you de-
fire, when you are good., Remember this well,
mils Sophy ; let it be very early when you come,

and I will hear what you have to fay with all my
~ beart,

DrIA.
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Mrs. AFPABLE, Mifs Berra, Mifs Soruy.
Mifs Sorny.

OU will be pleafed, Mrs. Afable, tolet my
fifter be one of the company; the is acquaint-
ed with whar I have to fay.

Mos. dgable. As you pleafe, my dear little
ladies.

Mifs Sopby. The matter in queftion is concerning
two friends of ours, young ladies, who have not
the happinefs of being acquainted wich Mrs. dffa-
4lz, and have defired to have her opinion about
them by our means. The eldeft is the moft un-
happy perfon in the world ; the fervants in the fa=
mily have taken it into their heads, that her mo=
ther loves her preferably to her other children ;
upon this account they hate her, and do her all
the mifchief they can.” This gives her the greateft

o
uncafinef(s, and were it not, that her fifter is a great

)
- comfort to her, the muft die of grief.

Mils Bella. ¥You mul obferye, Mrs, Affable,
that this younger fifter is extremely impertinent ;
“and when the finds, that her maid or other {er-
vants-will be out of the way, and not hear rea-
fon; fhe withour more ado fends them about their
bufinefs with a good deal of fcorn.. She frequent-
Iy tells her eldeft fifter, that fhe is very ftupid to be
vexed at what fuch folks fay; but it is in vain to
argue the point; nothing will' comfort her; and
moft of the night is fpent in tears.

Mrs.
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Mrs. Afable. You muft be very fond of this
younyg lady, my dear mifs Sophy; you attually
weep for her fake . . . . . may I beg leave to
gusis the names of the two ladies ?

Mifs Sopby. By all means, Mrs. Affable. -

Mrs. Afable.” Well, 1 guefs their names té be
Szpby and Bella 3 buc pray inform me, why I was
not to know that you fjsoke of yourfelves.

Mifs Saphy. I wasathamed, that you fhould know
I was not loved in the fa mily ; it appears to me to
be the grearcft of misfortunes. Bur how could
you guels, that we meant ourfelves?

Mrs. Affatle. That was no very hard matter.
I know your chara&er fo well, that I cannot be
eafily impoied upom in any thing that relates to
you. .
Mifs Be/la. What would T give, Mrs. Affable,
to know my own charalter I ¥ {hall rake it as the
greatelt favour if you would delcribe me to my-
felf fuch as I am.

Mrs. Affable. You have very prefling motives,
my dear children, to with for this knowledge; of
all fciences it is the moit neceffary ; how can we
without it corre® defeéts which ‘we know not?
Now, dear Be/la, I will draw your picture.

Mifs Sepby. Why not begin with mine, Mrs.
Affable? youyell know Tam the elder.

Mrs. Affable. Well | T could have laid a wager

ou would have entered your cliim, my dear.
§ou arc always at it with your birthright among
your fifters ;. you let your governefs and others fee
very clearly, that you think yourfelf {ure of your
mama’s heart, and that you have a title to fuperi-
ority, and rtule over' them. How can you think
any one will be fond of you, whilt you have fuch
a temper ? - ~ Bas>

Mifs
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Mifs S2py. You fpeak of me as a perfon of a
very bad temper; I affure you, Mrs. dfable, that
I bavea very goed heart; and that I love very
much even the perfons thar give me {o much vex-
ation; I am only miferable, becaufe they den’t
love me.

Mrs. Afable. Tam obliged not to difguife the
truth, my dear, fince you do me the honour of
asking my advice ; and I hope, that you will have
good fenle enough not to take it amifs. You fay
you love thole perfons ; for my part I fear that
you only love yourfelf. :

Mifs Sephy. You are miftaken, Mrs. Jfuble ;
I will give you a convincing proof, that my hearr
is gool. For about thefe two years we have had
a governefs that fcolds me from morning till
nighe; and yet I love her, and cry like a fool,
when I think fhe is angry with me.

-~ Mss. dffable. That don’t fhew you love her
much, but that you defire to be loved yourfelf ;
and that you will have it with a high hand. Do
jou remember that cap you chofe t'other day, and
which you thought fo pretty ? You was in the fad-
deft humour the whole day for my finding your
fifter’s much prettier. To pleafe you one muft al-
ways think 4s you do, love what you like, and
hate what you diflike. ‘

o Mifs Sophy. I cannot allow this for truth; Iam
not of that chara&er.

“Mifs Bella. Take care, fifter. Mrs. 4fable knows
us betcer than we know ourfelves ; and only that
} don’t care to vex vou —-

Mifs Sopby. Pray fifter, who asks your advice;
when Mrs. Affable is uvpon your charaéter, I fhall
rotput ina word of my o}.inion.

Mrs,
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Mrs. Aftable taking out a lirtle pocket-glafs,

- You would have people to be fond of you, my
dear ; look and tell me,whether you appear {o very
€ngaging ; your countenance is quite altered———
You turn your eyes: youare afraid of feeing your-
felf. And inftead of once thinking of fhewing.
your gratitude for my kindnefs, you are quite an-
gry with your frdend. Were I like you, I would
let you €’en pout it out at your eafe. Come, kifs
mie this very minute— —that will not do; I
muft bave a good humoured kifs, fuch as you
give me when you area good girl, or elfe
take care what you do, I fhall come out
with a terrible threat or elfe, I fhall love you
no more So----this is right now, and you ‘are
grown quite pretty again.

Mifs Sopby. Lord! what a fool I am, Mrs. Af-
fable! had Icontinued in this ugly temper, I thould
have ftruck both you and my filter.

Mrs. Affable. Had this been the cafle ‘between

you and your governefs, what would have hap~
pened then P :
- Mils Sphy. Why, we fhould have had a whole
day’s {colding, that is certain; the wounld not have
had your patience, and would have endeavoured
to make me yield by dint of chiding. Really, the
is not to be borne, Mrs. Afable.

Mrs. Affable. Do you think the don’t love you?

Mifs Sopdy. Excule me, Mrs. Afzble, 1 believe
fhe does ; fhe is very careful, when any thing ails
me, and very unealy at the leaft thing that can
happen ; yet I think fhe loves my fifter berter.

Mifs Bella. Sifter, you know very well chat fhe
finds as much fault with me as with you, though
the certainly loves me better. Do, as I.do. I tell
her my reafons quictly ; when fhe is not difpofed to

mind
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mind them. I ftep into another room, and leave
- her to mutter by herfelf, without being in the’

leaft angry at her. It is her way, .the muft chide;
the don’t do it to make us unealy ; poor creature
the thinks herfelf affuredl y in the right,

- Mifs Sophy. Tt is very happy for you,that you can
take that courfe ; for my part, when I am chid, I
muft cry. ‘

Mifs Bella. T don’t tell you that I have not as-
much mind to give Wway to tearsas you have; but.
I don't care the fhould know the impreflion ler
chiding has made ; I look chearful out of fpite, I
fmother my paffion for a whole day unlefs I can
vent it in tearsin {ome corner, where I am not
feen. :

Mrs. Affable. Thatis, mifs Bellw has as much
pride as her fifter; but of another kind, :

- Mifs Bélla. Very true, Mrs. Affable; 1 will
endeavour to. explain the nature of this pride ;
I am well acquainted with it, and wilh my fifter
had the fame; her's makes her quite miferable,
Suppofe that each of us has a new gown; my fif-
ter lhews her’s to fomebody, that is pleafed to find
fault with it; fhe is immediately off the hinges,
quarrels with a good gown, finds jt very ugly, is
loth to wear it any more; i is very plain, that
fhe can’t havea moment’s happinefs, when it de-
pends on the fancies and whims of others. On the
contrary, when I have pitched upon a gown that
pleafes me, if it does not pleafe another, I con-
clude the faulc does not lie in the gown, but in that
ather’s want of tafte. L

Mrs. dffabl. Thefe two charalers are complete,
my dear Bella; your pride is very folid; your fit
ter’s falls very fhort in value of i, But, my good
lictle ladies, it is not enough to know, we muft al-
10 corvelt ourfelves, § ok ' ;

Mifs
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- Mifs Be/la. But how fhall we fhake off thefe
defelts? ; '

- Mrs. Affable. You are miftaken, my dear; the
defelt is not fo much in your charafte’s. Were I
to decide in this mateer I Thould fay, that the cha-
raltecs are neither good nor bad, or that they are
rather good than bad ; and that if you will make
a right ufe of that turn of mind, you may both of
you. be very perfe&, and very happy.

" Mifs Sopby. Is it potlible, Mrs. Afable. Ot -
how obliged thould. I be o you, if you would -
teach me to make a good ufe of the difpofition and
bent which I find I have! To fpeak the truth,
I find it is to very little purpofe to think well of
myfelf, I have great reafon to think, that I am
not very agreeable; and yét I'could wifh to be
folis L %

- Mrs. Afable. That will be eafily brought about,
my dear. You have told me your faules with great

Aincerity ; I will acquaint you with mine. When
I' was very young I had, like you, the misfortune
of being my father’s favourite ; I call it a misforw
tune, my dear, becaufe it is very eafy to make an
1l ufe of it, which I effeCtually did. You recal
to my mind what I was at your age; I was truly
a litele tyrane. It is true T loved my brothers and
fifters,” but then I infifted upon their thewing me a
very particular refpeft withont taking on my fide
any trouble to deferve being refpetted. I thought
them extremely fanlty, when they took the liber-
ty to contradiéf me; Ialways claimed the prefer-
énce, and, as youdo, I would tel] them at leaft
twenty times a day, 7 am the eldifi. What was
the confequence ? All hated me; the fervants out
of pure compaflion took my brothers and fifters
part on all occafions, I chid the fervants; I got
them fcverely reprimanded by my father; all chis

38 only
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only contributed to increafe their hatred and de-
teftation of me. I was at length tired of being
hated, and put the queftion to myfelf, Hoaw comes
i1, that no one can abide me? Am I ill-tempered 2 No,
4 certainly hawe a good and kind heart 5 but then 1am
much out of the way. Hoaw fhould I like one, that al-
ways endeavoured to get the upper hand of me? Not
at all. I need not then awonder, that others cannot Suf=
Jer me ;s this is gquite plain and natural.  After thefe
refle®ions I was determined to get the better of
this turn of mind; but this was a hard task; I
did not {o readily perceive, when I was out of the
way. I very luckily found a friend, who took up-
on her the charitable office of putting'me in mind,
whenever fhe obferved that I was.extravagant, and
afted the tyrant. T took it well of her, when ihe
was fo kind, though at firft it gave me great uneafi-
nefs. In a twelve month’s time I was {o much
mended, that I was not to be known for the fame
perfon, and my fifters, brothers, and all the fer-
vants doted on me. .

Mifs Sopky. You are very fly, Mrs Affable ; you
have taken a -method of reproaching me with my
faults, without leaving me at liberty to take it
amifs. Under the pretext of defcribing your cha-
rater, you have drawn mine. _ ;

Mrs. dffable. *Tis no pretext, my dear ; I aflure
you, that I was then what you are now.

Mifs Sophy. But where fhall I find the true friend,
that will put me in mind of my faults ?

Mrs. dfuble. Your fifter will do that kind office
and I know you will take it in good part. If you
can prevail {o far upon yourfelf, you will become
extremely agreeable; to do you juftice your in=-
clinations are quite good, and you have a great
fhare of wit. [ difcovered your kind temper”in

your affetion to your fiftess, though you maltreat
Yor, 1I, B them
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- them fometimes. On the other fide your being de-
ficous to pleafe, and to be loved is 2 hopeful dif-
pofition, and may be 2 means to corre@® fuch de-
fe€ls as hinder your being {o amiable as you might
be. You muft begin with a promife, that you
will allow your dear fifter to remind you of your
faults; and if you keep your word I promile to
teach you the way of becoming quite amiable.

Miis Bella. And what muft Beda do to over-
come her pride.

Mrs. Affable. We will talk of that another time,
my dear. The ladies are come; I hear them in
lady Senfible’s chamber; we muft not make them
wait any longer.

PlALOGUHE X

Mrs. AFFABLE.

‘ ﬁ 7 E read a ftory yefterday, ladies, which made
: us all fhed tears. Lady Tempeft has defired
Teave to repeat it to you. '
Lady Louifz. Before we begin, give me leave,
Mrs. 4fable, to beg a farther favour. We have
two ladies friends of ours; we have often talked
eo them of Mrs. 4ffable; they have an earneft de-
fire to be acquainted with you ; they are gone into
Backy . ’s, and wait for your confent to let
them be prefented to you.
- Mrs. Afuble. 1 fhall {ce them with great plea-
fure, ‘and I'beg they mdy come . .. .. Are you
acquainted with them, lady Lacgy 2.

Layd



DEIALOGCHBE X 27

- Lady Lucy.  One of them has been an intimate
awith me many years ; her nameis Zina, and T am
fure fhe will be your favourite. | know very lit-
tle of mifs Friwslue, the other lady; T am per-
fuaded the is in great want of your leflons as well
as mylfclf ; and I believe they ‘will be of great fer-
vice to her. But here they are. S5l

. Mrs. dffable. You are very good, ladies, to think,
that I can be ufeful to you in any refpect; pray
{it down Iadies, and give us leave to begin our
lIeflon.  But I muft previoufly obferve to you
that it is rather a ccnverfation, than a leflon.
We are a fmall fociety of friends, who amufe our-
delves in chatting together; we difcourfe fieel
withoutany difguife; each {peaks whar the thinks.
It is hoped that you will not £a]] to copy the exam-
Ple, which thefé ladies wil] give you in delivering -
their thoughrs, with becoming freedom.

. Mifs Zina.” For my part I promife not to be
wanting in due atrention 5 that is really the meft
1 am fic for. ' -

. Mils Friwolous. 1 will follow Mifs’s example,
for befides the difficulcy I have as yet of exprefling
my thoughts in French, I am very backward and
Ltimorous.

. Mrs. Afable. 1 hope you will not be long o in
our fociety. When we are only friends that meet,
you muft take courage. Begin with your ftory,
lady Tempeps, ; _

Lady Tempep. A lady of quality, but very
young, was married toa gentleman extremely rich,
and ‘as old as he was rich ; the young Lady, who
was very virtuous, behayved with the greateft com-
plaifance to her hufband ; and he was 1o fenfible
of her kind behaviour, that in gratitude he made a-
will, by which he ferrled his whole real and perfo-
nal eftate upon her, She was not yet .come-to

B 2 twen-
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twenty years of-age ; fhe had the beauty of an
angel; the was miftrefs of a moft excellent wit,’
but what is above all fhe had the deferved repu-
tation of being a moft difcreet and prudent lady.
Witch all thefe advantages you may imagine fhe
was not without lovers, and many made their of-
fers, who looked upon the happinefs of marrying
{o complete a perfon as the greateft of advantages.
She fingled out-the marquifs of Ganges a very
amiable perfon for the happy man. It was ge-
nerally agreed, that it was a moft fuitable match,
and that this couple would be quite happy. They
were {o at firft, but by degrees they began to be
lefs complaifant to each other. I {aid before, that
the marchionefs de Ganges was young, beautiful,
and very ingenious ; thefe advantages were attend-
ed with every accomplithment. She fung charm-
ingly, fhe had an excellent hand for all inftruments,
ike danced to admiration; {uch a perfon, you
may be {fure, was defired to be at all ‘honorable
meetings; if a ball was given, if there was
a feaft oran affembly, fhe was always invited,
and as fhe loved diverfions, fhe freely accepted
their invitations. Her husband, who was fome-
thing jealous, reprefented, that this diffipated and
diftraéted life' of her’s injured her reputation, and
gave him a good fhare of uneafinefs, upon which
he begged of her not to gad about fo much, and
to flay more at home. The marchionefs thought:
this a very extraordinary leflod; fhe knew her.
felf to be very difereet, and was perfuaded that {uf-
ficed ; fhe only defired to skip about, to be merry,
and to divert herfelf with perfons of her own age;
and as fhe thought no harm, the was furprifed to,
find this conftrued into a crime. Upon this fhe
made this anfwer to her husband, that her con-
{rience reproached her nothing, that fhe neither:

: was
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~Was of an age nor a mind to be buried alive on ac-

count of the filly difcourfes of detrattors ; that he
was at liberty to frequent all thofe aflemblies, and
to obferve her behaviour ; that to deprive a wo-
man at her age of all innocent and decent di-
verfions was a thing never heard of; he chid,
fhe did the fame; in fine the good underftand=
ing, that had hitherto fubfifted berween them, va-
nithed away, and left room for quarrels and dif-
cord, reproaches, coolnefs, and at laft for hatred.
The marquifs looked upon his lady as a conceited
woman, and perhaps fomething of a coguisre ; the
confidered her husband as a jealous man and a
tyrant; in fhort they could no longer fuifer each
other.  You remember, that the marchionefs’s fir{t
husband left her a great fortune by will ; fhe was
at liberty to difpofe of it as fhe pleafed ; but from
4 defire of being revenged of her husband, fhe re-
folved he thould. have no fhare in the adminiftra-
-tion of her fortune, if he furvived her. She had
‘two children by the marquifs that the loved entire-
ly ; {he madea will of all in their favour ; this
was very juft; but fhe added, that if fhe died
‘before they were of age to enjoy her fortune, it
-was her will, that her mother, who was not ve-
ry old, thould be their guardian in exclufion of
their father. She added the following words at
the bottom of the will, asif the had forefeen the
misfortune that was to happen.-

I declare in the prefence of God, that this is my
true and laff will, achics | am refolved newver to alter,
and if it flould bappen hereafter, that 1 make another
will, I give notice, that it «will be contrary'to my will,
wand forced from me, and Ideclare that other aill fo
made void, and of no effelt,

. The marquifs, by what means is not- known,
difcovered this will,” where he was {0 ill ufed ; he
B re-
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reproached her with it, and remonftrated how mueh
it difgraced him ; common friends, for whom the
marchionels had the greateft deference, reprefented
the fame, and undertock to reconcile her to her
husband, which they at length compafled by their
good offices. The marguifs promifed to be more
complaifant, fhe engaged to be more at home ; The
was as good as her word, and began to have a real
-difguft of the world. The marquifs feemed to re-
.cover of his odd humours, grew extremely fond of
ibis lady, and endeavoured to prevent her defires
«by procuring every thing he thought could pleafe
:her.  Asfhe was good and fincere fthe was sfef-
sed much by fecing him fo much altered, and gene-
-roufly forgetiing all pafl ill ufage, fhe took a re--
ifolation to make him quite ealy, and to thew that
sthe forgave him freely, and without any remains
-of her former apimofity, the made her will in.
fuch manner as was agreeable to him.

The marquifs had two brothers, one a cler y--
~man ; his {hle was Monficur L’ 4bh7 5 the other was .
«a knight of Maka;: it is thoughe they contributdd
igreatly by their ill-natured difcourfes to makea.
-difference between tlie marquifs and his Jady. How-
ever it were, the marchionefs who was of a meek
“mild temper, behaved very handfomely to them,
. particujarly to the knight, who having no fortune,
ccondd with grear difficulty have fapported his rank
without her benefaltions. Summer came on, and
+the marchionefs went down into the country to one
of her eftates at no great diftance ; and was ac-
companied by her two brothers-in-law. Hexj.huf-
band promifed he would fgllow her very foon,
but that he had prefling affairs, that required his
ftaying at Awignen. The poor lady had the great-
eft difficulty to refolve on this journey, though
fhe had made it feveral times in the fame com panyi

and.
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and had a fort of mifgiving of what was to hap-
pen, that warned her not to go. Before ine iet
out, 1he diftributed confiderable alms to obtain
from God her prefervation from a fudden death,
and fufficient time to beg pardon, and cry mercy
for her fins. She had been but fome days in the
‘country, when fhe found herfelf extremely difor-
‘dered after eating a cream-tart; it appeared that
-poifon had been mixed with the tart, but the
‘cream had hindered the full effe¢t of the poifon.
One would have thought this was a fufficient
‘warning to leave the country; fhe did not, but
‘fancied it was a miftake ot the cook’s. One
‘Sunday the thought a little phyfic would be of fer-
vice to ber; a black and naufeous draught was
fent in that the couid not prevail upon herfelf to
‘take, but made ufe of fome pills fhe had brought
‘down with her, After dinner fhe found herfelf
extremely well ; fhe invited fome young ladies in-
the neighbourhood, and a very handfom collation
-was ferved up; the pills bad given her a good
appetite, and the eat heartily. ‘In theevening the
‘young ladies took their leave, and the marchionefs’s
brothers-in-law waited upon them home. The
marchionefs de Ganges was fatigued ; the weather
was extremely hot; fhe put off her gown, and
threw herfelf on the bed witha petticoat and a thin
quilted waiftcoat, without any thing on her head,
but her begutiful hair all in trefles,. She had fcarce
laina quartér of an hour,when the faw her brother-
in law the clergyman come into her room ; his eyes
ftarted out of his head ; in one hand he had a piftol,
in the other a glafs of poifon. Youmuftdie, ma-
dam, faid he; take your choice. Ah! dear bro-
ther, faid the, joining her hands; what have
I done to you? why will you kill me ? as fhe
faid this, in comes the other brother-in-law, the

B 4 knight,,
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knight with a drawn fword. At firft fhe fondly
imagined he came to her affiftance ; The was de-
ceived ; he held the point of the fword to her
throat, and forced her to take the poifon. As
the thickeft part of the draught lay at the bottom
of the glafs, thefe brutes took a ftick to bring the
dregs to the top of the glafs ; fhe was under a.
aeceflity to rake what was left; but he did not
twallow this Jaft ; fhe feemed to fink into her bed,
and {pit it out between the fheets. The unhappy
vittim, feeing now the evil paft all remedy, beg-
-ged of the inhuman executioners, that they would
have mercy on her foul, and let her at leaft have
a confeflor to affift her ; they confented and took
care after they went out to lock the chamber door..
. The marchione(s being now alone, endeavoured
‘to make her efcape, and as the window: from her
‘apartment, that opened towards the ftables, was
- mot very high, fhe threw herfelf into the court.
Had fhe waited 2 moment longer it would have
been too Jate. The clergyman fent for to affift
hern quality of a confeflor, and who undoubted-
1y was in the plot with the two barbarians, her
-brothers-in-law, came foon enough to catch hold
of her petticoat, which helped to keep her up ftrair,.
fo as to light on her feet without. hurt. This
wicked man threw a flower-pot after her, which
had it reached muft have mathed. her head to
pieces. ,

‘Fhe firft thing the poor marchiones did was to
cram: her hair down her throat in order to vomit,
and to caft up the poifon, which fhe eafily did,
having eat{o plentifully before. The poifon was
fo quick and aétive, that a pig died of eating what
dhe had caft up. She then begged of a young man,
that belonged to the ftables to fave her life, by
letting her out at a back door that opened inho the

; reet,
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ftreet. He took her up in his arms, and fet her
down out of the door, whence fhe ran quite difhe-
velled, and half naked through the village to the
parfonage, where the found all the ladies that had
been at collation with her at the manor. They
all fcreamed out at the fight of the marchionefs
in this diftrefled ficuation. She had but juft time
to tell them,. that the was poifoned, - and that her
brothers-in-law were in purfuit of her. The cler-
gyman ftood at the entrance with a piftol, and
faid, whoever offered to come in he would blow
their brains out ; the knight wentup ftairs, faying,
the marchione(s was gone diftratted, and that he
would not {uffer her to be feen in that condition.-
‘This had an air of probability with it; mean®
while ons of the ladies,who had {fome Venice-treacle
about her, gave the marchionefs very large bits of
it from time to time.- The poor Iady, whofe bow--
els were all on fire with this hot poifon, asked for'
a little water to drink, and the knight carried his-
cruel barbarity fo far as to break the glafs between
her teeth.  Notwithftanding this laft inftance of
inhumanity,  fhe refolved upon a laft effort to
move him to compaflion, fhe defired to fpeak to
him in private. She crept into the room next to
that where the company were; here the threw
herfelf at his feets dear brother, {aid fhe, it isyez
time to repair your-fault 5 Ipromife, as I hope to be
Javed, never to reweal what has bappened ; no one is
yet informed of it 5 and 1 will [ay with you, that I hawe
had a fit of madnefs. WHhilft fhe fpoke, he looked at
her with eyes full of rage and fury, and .inftéad of
arfwering, he fell upon her, run her through and
through with his {word, and would not have giv=-
en over, but for his {fword being broke in her bo-
dy. = The cries of the marchionels alarmed all the:
ladies in the next room ; they ran’ to” her, but not
i B B ane
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one had the courage to ftop the kaight, who told-
his brother, thatall was over, and nothing remain-
ed but to provide for their own {afety. !

In the mean time fome of the ladies endeavour-
ed to aflift the marchionefs, whillt others cried ous
at the windows, 4/ and murther. The magiftrate
of the townthip ordered a. fcore of men to take
arms, and placed them before the houfe; this pre-
caution proved a very proper meafure ;. for the
knight hearing that his fifter-in.-law was not Yets
dead, came back to give her the finithing ftroke, .
bat retired on finding the houfe fo well guarded.
Whilft they waited for a furgeon, the women en-
deavoured to get the ftump of the fword, that was
lodged in her fhoulder, the bBrave marchionefs ad-
vifed one of them to reft her knce againft herback,
and to pull away, which fucceeded. The fur-
geon. who came that inftant, fearched all the
wounds, and declared none of them mortal ; and
it the poifon could be overcome, gave hopes of
faving the unfortunate lady’s life. But the poi--
fon was too violent, and antidotes came too late;
a violent fever and exquifite tharp painsin her bow-
els thewed clearly, that the evil was paft all re=
medy. Several meflengers were difpatched to ac-
quaint her mother, her husband, and her children,
with her prefent fituation. The marquifs her-
husband, inftead of fetring out immediately, loi-
tered a whole day at Jwignon, telling every one,.
he met the fad accident, asif he had been in real”
concern. When the marquifs came, the marchio-
nefs’s mother, who had fome reafon to judge him:
an accomplice in the crime with his brothers,
would not fuffer him to come into her dying daugh-
ter’s chamber, but the injured fufferer had facri-
ficed her life to God and all refentment; fhe
would fce her husband, fhe held ont her hand

T8 to
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fo him, and did all that was poffible to perfuade
the world by her behaviour, that ihe thought him
jhnocent. She furvived fome days, and fpent
“them in earncftly recommending to her mother
and her children, not to harbour any thought of
revenging her death, affuring them withal, that
fhe freely forgave her murtherers. With thefe
truly Chriftian fentiments, fhe gave up her foul to’
her Creator. 'The body was opened, and the bow-
els were found quite deftroyed by the force of the
poifon. ,

Lady Mary. But, Mrs. Affable, can this be a
true ftory ? I cannot believe, that there could be
men capable of fuch wicked attions; I {hould
foonet think they were fiends from hell.-
 Mrs. Affable. Tt is very true,. ladies, that thefe
excefles of barbarity are not ealy to be imagined,
But be pleafed to reflet on the firft caufe of this ill--
fated lady’s misfortunes. Her inclination to the
‘world and diverfions, her want of complailance to
Her husband, the contradi€ions, which followed
of courle, broughton the hatred which the huf-
band conceived againft his wife. Hatred fpirited
her dp to revenge, and to make a will that ree
fic@ed fhame on hier hisband ; he on his fide dp~
prebending, that fhe might alter the fecond will
he had prevailed on her to make, without doubt
formed the defign of employing his brothers, as
proper inftruments tp make away with a woman,
who had forfeited his friendfhip ;. for it was gene-
rally believed thofe'two brutes atted under his or-
ders. However, I don’t pretend to vindicate his
behaviour; he wasa monfter; all I pretend to fay
is, that fhe might perhaps have avoided thefe m}{;—
fortunes, had fhe condefcended to the terms he
propofed to her. A husband is in the wrong,
where be requires too much of 2 wife; but a wo-

(T B o T han
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man is certainly to blame, who will not- con=
defcend to the  oddities of a husband. When
the marries {he muft pe thoroughly perfuaded,
that the gives herfelf Up to a mafter, and muft
facrifice to him al] her humours,.f'a‘ncies, and - the
moft innocent inclinations, ifhe is brute enough
to require it.

Mils Frivolous, You were faying, madam, that
youloved people, that gave their opinion on points
in converfation 5-give me leave to tell you, ma-
dam, that at this Tate, a young lady with a fhare
of common fenfe cap never think of marrying.
Tome it thould feem, ‘that in a married ftate the
duties and obligations are reciprocal ; and that a
husband is as much obliged to complacency with
regard to a wifs, as a wike to-a husband.

Mrs. Afable. Tt thould be {o indeed, mifs; but

generally {peaking is not. Ta this cafe a wife
mufl take to her thare all the burthen of complai-
tance, or refolve to be unbappy for life ; perpe-
tual contradi®ions muft end in hatred ; and whagt
<an it he but an anticipation of hell to be tied for
life to a man you deteft ?
. Lady Louifa. Pray, Mrs. 4fuble. would fhe be
‘happier with a husband, to whofe freaks the muft
every inftant give up even' what s moft inno-
cent ? 5

Mrs. 4ffable. Yes, fhe would, my dear; Ilions
and tygers are tamed at Jaft ; 2 map, muft be of a
fiercer nature, than thofe animals not to be gain-
ed by a complying, prudent,. and difcreer wife,
Bat ler us fuppofe Tuch a brute in nature of that:
odd and excentric turn, as not to be affeéted by
the kind and friendly behaviour of a good wife,
the has this pleafure left, that the cannort reproach:
herfelf on any account. Believe me, ladies, - no one
¢an be unbappy, that knows he has difcharged his
duty. | ~ Lady
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. Lady Wirty. But, Mrs. dffable, where was the
harm of the poor marchionefs’s taking very inof-
fenfive diverfions ? Did not the tell the marquifs
he was at liberty to frequent the fame aflemblies,
and to obferve her conduét ?

Mrs. 4fable. It is not enough for a lady to be,
the muft appear, virtuons. The public infpelts
and examines the behaviour of a young perfon ;
and if fthe be handfome and beautiful, the cannor
be too much upon her guard. She may depend
upon no friendthip from all the women, that are
not {o agreeable as herfelf ;. jealoufy turns them
1into o many enemies, always attentive to every
ftep thatis taken, and which is fure to be pervert-
ed by the moft unfavourable conftru&ion. If
they remark. a particular bent to the world and.
diverfions, and difcover, thatitis not agreeable to’
her husband, their tongues are.immediately Jlet
loofe. They decide that a woman, who is indif-
ferent to pleafe her husband, is not unwilling to
pleafe fome other perfon, and is affiduous at all afe
femblies in queft of that other. This is frequently
a great piece of injuftice ; but it is the world; and
fince it is above our skill to refotm it, we muft
fubmit-to that way of life, which will be out of
the reach even of malice.

Mifs Rural. Oh blefled retreat! I.can, without-
any apprehenfion or. fear of weak and filly talk;
enjoy all innocent pleafures. Pardon. this excla-
mation, Mrs. 4ffable ; but all that I hear ¢f .whar
is called the grand monde givesme fuch 2 dread,
that but for the defire I have to make an advans
tage of your leflons, I would this moment return
to the folityde of the country, there to fjend all
my days. ,

Lady
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Lady Lugy. T am very much of your opinion;
mifs; but there are fome points of duty, which
muft take place of our inclinations. 4

Mrs. Afable. Much may be faid, Iadies, on this
fubje&t; bur, befides that “j¢ 1s very late, feveral
Ieflons are yet to be repeated.. We' will refume
this converfation fome other time; and now we
muft go about our flories. ’

Lady Mary. My leflon, Mrs. Afable, to my.
thoughts was quite comical. Whillt I was getting
my task, I'laughed like a2 mad creature ;- however
I will endeavour to be very ferious. There was
a great dearth in the land of //7ee/, and the fons of
the Prophets came to mount Carmel, Elha faid:

- to his fecvants, /e on the &reat pot and feeth potrage
Jor the fons of the prophers. One of the fervants in:
obedience to-his mafter went into the ficld to ga-
ther herbs with a fon of the prophets, who hand-
fomly offered his affiftance. He was but a poor”
gardener, and brought in his lap full of gourds,.
which he fhred into the pot; this wild gourd is as
bitter as you can imagine. When the pottage
was ready, thofe who were the {fharpeft fer fell
on; they had no fooner tafted it, but they made-
very ugly faces, and fpit it out, for they could.
not eat this {orc of mefs.. They cried out,” O #hox
man of God, there is death in the poti  Elifba ordered
his fervant to bring fome flour; he threw fome
into the pot, and the pottage loft all irs bitternefs,
and was thought very good, As they were about:
the pottage, a charitable perfon brought twenty
loaves of barley to Elifa. 'The prophet bid his
fervant diftribuce this bread to his guefts, buthe
replied, What foould 1fet this before an bundred men 2
Give it as you are bid, {aid the prophet, for, thus
Jaith the Locd, they Joall cat, and they. Jball leawe

thereafs.
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thereof. The event verified the prediction; they
were all fatisfied, and {fome was left.

Lady Charfette. Pray, what is barley bread ? -is.
it better than what we eat?

Mrs. Affable. No, my dear! It is made with
barley, is very coarfe, and is only eaten by the
poorer fort. ,

Lady Charlotte. It muft be owned, that the pro-
phet treated very meanly thofe that came to fee
him. Bitter pottage! Barley bread! As he might
kave what he wifhed, why did he not pray to God.
for a better dinner to regale his company.

Mrs. dffable. This is really pleafant and fingu-
Iar.. Can you imagine, my dear, that God would.
have wrought a ‘miracle to pleafe their palate - No
indeed ;- bur he employs his’ almighty power to
provide the poor with neceflaries; and will not-
make ufe of miracles to beftow '‘on them, that
plenty, which wouli turn out fo much to their
prejudice.  Dainty fare, fine clothes, treafures are
only efteemed ds good things by the proud, the
vain, the greedy and the flochful.  God fets fo lit-
tle a value upon this fort of good things, that he
frequently allots them to the wicked; he referves
for his friends patiencein their poverty, ficknefles,
and under many affronts, faith, hope, and chari-
ty, and all virtues which are the wealth of the
foul. ' :

Mifs Molly. Neverthelefs he beftowed very great
riches on Abrabam, who was his friend. '

Mrs. Affable. Becaufe Abrabam had made a ge=
nerous facrifice of them to God, by leaving his
country, and the houfe of his father. A man fo
faithful toGodras to facrifice at his command whaz
was m>{t dear to him, his only fon, would hardly
fix his heart on perifhable wealth. Upon this ac=
count, God who forefces all thag is.to come, and
' Tl SR R knows
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knows it as well as what is prefent gave him rich=
es, which he foreknew Abrabam would not mifufe
but employ:in good adtions.

Lady Senfible. Then it.often is very-happy to be:
born poor. -

Mrs. dfable. Tt is certain, my dedr, that the:
poor have not fo many occafions of finning as the.
rich 5 but thefe on the other. fide, . if they pleafe,
are in the occafion of pra&ifing. many and great.
virtues.. But befides you may be poor with a hun-
dred thoufand pounds a year, and a wicked rich.
man with ten pounds, nay with ten thillings.

.- Lady Mary. How fo,. Mrs. Afable. .

Mrs. Affeble. Mind whatI.am going to fay, la-~
dies. One day a young man asked of T efus Chrifp
what he fhould do to inherit. eternal life. Keep.
the commandments, our Saviour. anfwered. All
thefe, {aid the young man, 7 bawe kept from my youth
up.  Jefus beholding him, leved him, Sel that-
thou baft, our Lord . faid, and give 1o the poor
and come and follow me.. When the young man
heard that faying;, he went away forrowful ; in-
ftead of following this advice; for he had great
pofletfions. Then faid Fefus unto his. difciples.
Verily 1 fay unto-you, that . ... . . it is eafier for a
camel to go through the eye of aneedle, than for a rich.
zman to enter into the kingdom of God. Now as a ca-
mel, who far exceeds an ox in fize, cannot go tho-
rough the eye of a needle, in the 1ame manner a
rich man cannot enter. the kingdom of heaven;
this is certain for-Fe/us Chriff, who cannot deceive
us, has declared this truth with the ftrongeft affc-
yerations. _ ,

Lady Lucy. You frighten me fo, Mrs. Affatle,
that were Lof age; and could difpofe of my for-
tune and eftate, 1 would immediately fcll all, and.
give it to the poor, . 21

: A MX‘SQ
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Mrs. 4ffable. It isnot I, but the gofpel, that
frightens you, my dear. But take courage, whilft
you continue in this difpofition, that is, whilft you

_ find yourfelf ready to facrifice the wealth of this

world to the fafety of your foul, you will be tru-
ly poor in. the fenfe of the gofpel. When our

“bleffed Lord declares, that a rich man cannot enter

into his kingdom ; he means the rich, who have a
greater value for their wealth, than for him, and
would not upon occafion facrifice the good things
of this world to their duty ; and who would net
ftick at very evil aétions, either to increafe, or to
keep their fubftance. A man with a fortune of anv
hundred thoufand pound a year, who is difpofed.
to lofe all, rather than commit an injuftice, fuch
a perfon 1s poor in {pirit, and mayhope for the
kingdom of heaven. On the contrary, he that
is worth ten pounds only, or ten fhillings, or as
many pence, would fooner be perjured, or fee
his neighbour ftarve, than run the hazard of lofing

‘this money. Such a perfon is a wicked rich man,
‘and a camel will pafs eafier through the eye of a

needle, than the other thall enter the kingdom of

heaven.

Lady Witry. That explication; Mrs. Afable,

‘was quite neceflary ; otherwife the words of Chrift
‘would have drove me quite diftraéted; for you

know, madim, that I fall fole heirefs to papa, who
is extremely rich.

Mrs. dffable. Covetoufnefs will never be imput-
ed to you; a generous temper has been your thare
from your birth. Oh that you were as free from
vanity, as you are from a diforderly attachment
to riches. But is every one of us clear of that
paffion ?

Mifs Molly. I fear I am not, Mrs. Afable. Ma-
ma gives me here and there fome thillings; I am

very
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very choice of them, and keep them together iy
a little box; T belioye I'have got together fome
three guineas. :

Mrs. 488l Take care, my dear, of a vicious
‘inclination to riches, The three guineas have tak-
“en poflefiion of your heart. You muft nor ot them
“get the better of you, if they fhould you will con.

trat abad habir of loving money ; when you grow
Up, you will grow harg hearted to the poor, you
will wrong yourfelf and others, and Iock heaven- -
gates againft you. Though coveroufhefs were no
“4in,  yer it would be an inclination, which you
ought crreiully to reform 5 e is fomething 1o yery
MeAn, and a dishonour to perfons of rank. The
“greater we are, the greater our generofity thould
“be.  Befides to Ioye money in order to lock it up,.
is a degree of madnefs. "What purpofe does it
ferve ander lock ang key in a ftrong box. Take
-care, ladies, not to forget this important point, |
have read Robinfon Cryfoe's adventures in Englith,
«He 'was thipwrecked, and came athore on an ifland,
where he lived twenty feven years.  He had beeh
<there fome years, when a thip was caft away near
the fhore, {5 that Robinfon could go to the thip at
Jow water.  He found fome gold in the captain’s
‘cabin; he threw i down ina rage, what good, faid
ke, wil/ thss 8old dy me? 1 can neithss eat, nor drink
EEs it will wor chhath 7, n0r conld it cyre me, ‘avere I
out of order 5 o §904 provifion of bifcuit, or balf a dozen
hirts avoyld b, greatly more io fse turpoje. Pray,
Lady Serfible, give usthe ftory of Pyrbiuc; it comes
admirably pat to the prefent {ubjeét. \

Lady Senfib/e. Pythins was a prince of Lydia, who
‘bad many gold mines in his fmall dominions. His
poor fubjets were ufed like flaves ;. he made them.
“work night and dayin the mines, without allow-
ing them the leaft refpite.  His princefs, ‘who had a

yery
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very great fhare of good fenfe, was very defirous
of reforming this paffion in the prince. For tho’
‘he poflefled {uch quantities of gold, he was loth to
fpend any part of it even in neceffaries ; and his
-only pleature was to hoard it up. It happened one
day, that Pjzbius had taken the diverfion of hunt-
ing, and returned from the chafe witha very crav-
ing appetite. The princefs took care to have great
chargers full of wedges of gold ferved in for din-
ner. ‘The prince was much pleafed wich the fight,
-and gazed lometime at the gold with fatisfation.
But thisdid not content his appetite ;' and he beg-
ged of the princefs, that he might have fomething
he could eat. Now, fays the princefs, is not rhis
what you like befl ? ¥ou jefi, fays the prince, I can-
‘mot feed o gold, and 1 might flarve, though i
shad in poffeffion all the treafures of that rich metal,
awhich the avorld can afford. Therefore, fays the
rprincels, it mufl be a great folly to-bave fo firong a
‘paffion for a thing that lies ufele/s in jour chefls.  Be
“perfuaded, my dear privce, that fums locked up are
not wealih, and are only of fervice, cwhen they are pro=
~perly exchanged for the nec: fJaries ofJife. Pytbius took
the hint given him by his prudent princefs. He
‘was {o altered, that he became as generous, as
he had been covetous before.. _ ~ -

Lady Loui/a. But the young man mentioned in
the gofpel had made a good ufe of his fubftancé,
fince Chrift loved him, who would not have lov-
“ed him, had he been avaricious. He could not
-then be a wicked rich man; and yet by the words
of Fefus Chriff it thould feem as if he had loft
heaven, by not renouncing his fortune. It is
then neceflary for falvation, that we fell all we
‘have and give it to the poor. :

Mrs. Affable- Endeavour, my dear, to under-
ftand clearly what I haye to fay to you on this

head..
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head.  In the holy gofpel we meet with precepss,
and with counfels.’ Love your enemies, do good
to them, fhare your {ubftance with the poor, be
modett, do not do thar evil to others which you
would not have them do to you ; thefe are precepts.
They regard all men 5 ot one is excepted in the
.whole univerfe from the obfervance of thefe laws,
-Ror canany one be admitted into heaven, that does |
Aot praftife thefe commandments, But as I have
{aid before, befides the commandments there are

fons, whom God calls to 4 ftate of the greateft
perfetion.  Sel/ all thas you bave and give 1o 1hs

20 bim the other alfs; if any one . .. 4% will take:
away thy coat, /et bim bawe by cloak alfp, Thefs
are called evangelical counfels, and many of them.
are read in the holy gofpels.

Lady Louifa. But, Mrs. Afable, the perfons
‘whom God calls to the prattice of thefe counfels
are under much greater difficulties to work their
falvation, than others. Are they not?

Mrs. Afable. Quite otherwife, lady. But phi-
lofophy, T mean,.reafon muft make that out;. and
this powt' thall be difeuffed. in-our firft morning’s

Lady Lucy. And why does God call only fome,
and not all-tothe praétice of the ¢vangelical coun-
dels ? T

Mrs. Afable. It is not the part of fuch poer
diminutive mortals as we are to djye into the fe-
crets of the almighty. We may, however, form
fome conjetures when we call to mind the words
of the facred text,

The young man had kept- the commandments
from his youch upwards, and upon this account
J¢/us loyed him..” What greater proof of his Io,xlfé:

could-
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could this divine faviour give, than this call to
the greatelt perfettion? This was the reward of
his fidelity in the obfervance of God’s command-
ments. Befides our faviour difcovered perhaps fome
difpofition in this young man to covetouinefs, and
which might incline him to commit fome offence
in that nature. Hence the favour was very great
from our faviour, who advifed him to part with
worldly wealth, that he might be perfe&t, and
more out of danger. : ; _
- Mifs Zina. Good God! Mrs. Affable ; fince this
youth had not courage enough ro renounce his
poffeflions, why did not God ftrip him of this
worldly fubftance againft his will ? :

Mrs. dffable. This young man in that cafe might
have offended by lamenting his lofles, and mur-
muring againft providence. God who created us
without us will not fave us without our concur-
rence wich his grace. He called this young map,
and St. Mattheav, who was allo rich. The firlt
rejets, the fecond obeys his call, and quits all
things. Both had the fame vocation, but as they
were both free, they were at liberty either to com-
ply or to reje& it as they did. But we muft ftop
here; we baye not time to go on with this {ubjet.

- Lady Lucy with a whifper to Mrs. A’faljle;

Mrs. Affable, Mifs Zina begs of all things to
come to the private converfation you are fo good
to allow us.

Mrs. Affable. Let her come with you, my dear;
I fhall receiye her with pleafure. : '

DI A-
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I_adyLOUISA, Lady Lvcy, Mifs Z.INA, Mrs..
] AFFABLE. :

- R S. 4fable, 1 gratefully acknowledge the
M fingular favour you do me in admitting me
@0 the private conference youhave with thef la-
dies. They have favoured me with an account of
the {ubjett of your Iaft converfation. Tr i of the
laft importance, and I propofe the greateft plea-~
fure to myfelf in making an advantage of your
uleful inftrutions. :

Mrs. Afable. As-thefe ladies have informed you
with what was difcuffed in our Iaft converfati-
on, we will go onif you pleafe. Has Lady Lour/a
examined how fhe employs: her time, as well as
how the amufes and divercs herfelf according to the
tules which I preferibed her ?

Lady Louifa. I have, Mirs. Affable. The diver-
fions I commeonly take are the public thews, ¥
mean the plays and the operas, balls, aflemblies,
gaming, taking the air, fometimes a little reading,
What need of examining fuch things? I don’t
find they have any harm 1n their nature.

Mrs. Afable. What is your opinion, lady Lucy 2

Lady Lucy. T cannot be of lady Zoui/z’s opinion.
In comedies, I find, they talk very idly. *Tis nog
10 in tragediess but the beft of them deliver fentis
ments very oppofite to the {pirit of chriftianicy.
There revenge Is commended and approved, am-
bition meets with the greateft applaufe; in a word,
Mrs. difable, after the fineft tragedy, I obferve, that
the things of God leaye my heart, and are fucceed-

ed
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ed by worldly- maxims, which F renounced at
baptifin. Moreover the very mode/lc/l tragedy has at
the beginning fome epifode not altogether fo, and
-ends with a farce, which, commonly fpeaking, is,
downright infamous.

- Mrs. dffable. If lady Lacy judgesright, ladies,
we muft conclude, that comedies, fuch as are ex-
hibited now a days, are very bad, and that the
tragedies are at leaft dangerous. I fay fuch co-
medies as are aéted at this time.. - If the gen:lemen
authors would introduce proper comedies to the
£t ge, it might tecome a fit fchool for youdhs
The French have feveral pieces, that are very
well adapted to inftil good morals. Such plays
may be reforted to with a good confcience ; but L
am bold to maintain, thata perfon who regards
his falvation, cannot be prefent at the other per-
formances, Ifaw t’other day a company of young
lzdies, who went to fee Amphitryo alted. Welll
it is a {fcandalous play, and for my part I cannot
conceive how any woman dares to appear there.

Mifs Zina. 1 own, Mrs. 4fable, 1 am determin-
ed never to go to any play, without knowing pre-
cifely what is to be exhibited. I was at the play-
houfe lately with my fifter, I had like to have died
with thame and confufion, I was twenty times in
a mind to quit. the Aoufe. .

Lady Loui/a. Veny probably, ladies, you are
more fulceptible than I am of an impreflion. Firlk
there are {everal things that may have a bad ten-
dency, which I don’t underftand; in the next
place thofe I underftand are without any confe-
quence ;- they come in at one ear and go out at
the other.
 Mrs. Affuble. Let us be fincere, my dear. Can
you perfuade us, that fuch idle ftuff as you hear ar
a comedy neyer comes into your thoughts ?

Lady
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Lady Louifa. 1 don’t fay that, Mrs. Afable; 1
fhould offend againft truch, if I did ; 'tis only
driving thofe thoughts away, and turning one’s
attention to {omething elfe.

Mrs. Affable. Can you imagine, madam, that it
is in your power always to relift bad thoughts by
your own ftrength ? can you do this without parti-
cular helps from God, and do you think, that thefe
particular helps will be always at hand, when you
expofe yourfelf without any neceflity to danger?
Would you chufe to take poifon daily becaufe you
have fome time or other taken an antdote wich
fuccefs ? Is there no reafon to apprehend, that this
antidote, which has been often of fervice, may
fail upon fome occafion, which would colt you
your life ? ar leaft might not you juftly apprehend
that {o Jong a habit of taking poifon muft affe&
your conftitution, and bring on death? Have you
ever confidered ferioufly, that a thought only, to
which you give confznt, is the death of the foul ?
You ‘may tell me, that you fee a comedy with
pleafure ; but, dear madam, put this pleafure in a
fcale, and the trouble of refifting dangerous
thoughts in another; Tam fure you will find there
is no comparifon. You tell me morever, that you
don’t underftand the greateft part of that vile lan-
guage; this, if fo, muft be very tedious; but
don’t you fee the geftures, and the loofe afions of
the performers. Befides, the gentlemen, who fee
you at fuch plays, can they believe, that you don’t
underftand what is faid ?” Will they not on the
contrary pretend a juft right to entertain you with
fuch difcourfes as you hear with pleafure from the
altors. We are furprifed with the infolent beha-
viour of men, and their loofe converfation. Co-
medies make this ftile too familiar and common.
T am not for giving you any ridiculos feruple up-

on
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on this marter ; fpeak freely. Have I exceeded
in any thing I have faid ?

Lady Lucy. I think not, Mrs. 4ffable; and Iam
quire willing to renouncea diverfion, which foon=
er or later may make me offend God.

Lady Louifz. I have not quite {fo much courage,
but my refolution is taken ; I will only go to tra-
gedics, and leave the houfe before the farce
begins.

Mifs Zina. Mrs. Afable, we are fometimes at
Liberty to do as we pleafe; but this does not always
depend uponus. If mama will have meat a play
the likes, muft I make a preachment, and tell her,
that the is in the wrong, and that I cannot in con-
{cience accompany her to fuch a reprefentation ?
If a gentleman will have his lady to the playhoule
on aday, for which he has engaged a party,
or fet of company, muft fhe get another play att-
ed, or muft the guarrel with her husband, and re-
fufe complying with him ? __

Mrs. Affable. 1am really farprifed, ladies. Dif-
ferences between hustands and wives feldom hap-
pen upon fuch occafions; it is commonly cther-
wife; even thofe mothers, who appear the leaft re,
ligious, are not difpleafed with their daughters be-~
ing greatly fo; it is only to pleafe them, that they
bring them to thefe thews.” A reafonable woman
may deal with her husband as fhe pleafes. But, in
thort, I will fuppoie, that he infifts upon her accom-
panying him to parties of pleafure, that are dange-
rous (it they fhould be abfolutely evil, there is
no doubt but {the muft difobey) in this cafe a young
perion, a chriftian, inftead of going- with pleafure to
fuch meetings,would appear thereunder the greatreft
terror; the would have recourfe to prayer,and {olid
reflettions for obtaining ftrength from heaven; and

{od, who knows the heart, would giyve her great
Vor. 1I. C and
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and powerful ‘graces to preferve her in dangers,: .
to which fhe had not voluntarily expofed herfelf.

" Lady Lozfa. Tt is a fad thing to be under a ne-
ceflity of giving up almoft all our comedies by their
fault, who have the ordering of the entertainment.
I am almoft in a mind to join with a good many
Tadies, that wemaygo ina body to Mr. G—rr—k,
and declare, thatnone of us intend for the future
appearing at any of his beft tragedics, unlefs he
take care that the farce, or whatever entertain-
ment is exhibited, be modeft and innocent. e
has indeed, for fome time had a pantomime, where
there is no idle language ; for nothing is faid, but,
to make up matters the {ubjeét is immoral, and the
attions are futed to the fubje. But what do you
fay of a ball, Mrs. 4gfable 2 Is thar alfo evil in it-
felf'? For my part I'look upon it as a wholefome
exercife.

Mrs. 4ffuble. Tam againft balls, but you may
dance as much as you pleafe; yonhave my confent
todance a wholeday everyweek, provided you dance
only among you, ladies, without any gentlemen.

Lady Louifa. That would be extreme tedious,
Mrs. Afable, for ladies to dance together; we are :
got into a habit of dancing with gentlemen (). -

- Mxs. Jfuble. Lady Loufahas forgot; that a ball
is a neeeflary exercife for health. She muft own,
that health is only a prerext, and I muft tell you,
thar T had rather fee you at feveral of our come-
dies than ataball. Give me your attention, ladies;
and ler 'me fpeak my mind freely and plainly. We
cemeinto the world weak and’ inclined to evil.
Thofe only, wha have not examined their hearts,
and are of courfe firangers to their inclinations,

(a)° This anfwer has been made to the aathor very frequently,
#nd was repeated no longer agoithan laft year, 1
Al
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will difpute this trath; burt it does not follow?”
that they are without this bent to evil, becaufe
they have not difcovered it in the heart, which
they have overlooked; and this bent or biafs of
natare is a ready difpofition to evil, and which does
not want any help to break out. Of all the cor-
rupt inclinations, which reign in our hearts a defire
of pleafing is without difpute the moft violent.
‘Hence ariles in the ladies love of drefs, jealoufy,
pride, and fometimes there appears among thefe
vicious fruits a vying one with another, a de-
fire to excel, and the amendment of fome grofler
defetts. A ballis an occafion, where this predo-
minant paflion gathers freth firength and vigour.
If we examine this defire thoroughly, we only go
to a ball to fatisfy this paflion. But where is the
harm, you willfay, in defiring to pleafe? the moft
circumipeét perfon of the {ex may go in purfuit of
this advantage, if fhe has notany particular per-
fon in view, that the-fecks to pleate.  Let it be o,
though even this is far from truth. Can }0U),
ladies, tell.me fincerely, can you think, that
among a crewd of gentlemen, whom you delire
to pleafe there will be rone that fhall pleafe you ?
Still you will urge this is no crime.  We are of
age to fetele in the world, and it is very proper,
that fome one pleafe us to enter upon a artied
frate. : ;

Well'and good, ladies! and for that Very rea-
fon, were it in my power not one of ycu thould=
ever go to a ball.

Lady Louifa. 1 don’t very well underftand this
way of arguing, Mrs. 4fuble. You agree with
us, that, to enter upon a married ftate, we muft
find a perfon that pleafes us. You would do bet-
terif you owned, thata ball is the only dccafion,
where one may difcover and know the tempers of

2 perfons ; ,
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perfons ; there is commonly lefs reftraint at a ball;
and there generally begin”acquaintances, which
end in a marriage.” Pray don’t think, that I am
at all defirous of being married, I am very hap.
py as Lam, and, if I may determine for myfelf I
don’t think of fettling, till I am two and twenty
years of age. I talk in general only, and in fa-
vour of adiverfion, which I am pleafed with.

Mrs. dffable. Now tell me, my dear, who are
they that are conftantly at balls ? ,

Lady Louifa. All that are fond of diverfions.

Mrs. dffaéle. But is it among this fet of men,
“that you are to find rational perfons ?

Lady Louija. Why not? am I not rational, tho’
Jam gond of balls ?

Mrs, Afable: If I faid you was not, my dear,
you would Jook upon me as very unequitable ; but
if I prove it, what will you fay then? Confider
yourfelf, firft as a chriftian, and next as z ratio-
nal being ; and you will fee, that in both thofe
points of view you muft of neceflity condemn
balls.

Mifs Zina, 1 confefs, Mrs. Afable, that a ball
does not appear in my judgment to carry with it
any oppofition to chriftianicy.

Lady Zucy. "To me it {feems very contrary to
reafon, For inftance, I{pend a night at a ball,
and during the whole time the mind is taken up
with my eyes and fect ; I make no ufe of my rea-
fon, and I become a mere picce of mechanifm, that
lIooksabout and dances. Reafon has no fhare here,
and-the whole night is Ioft. - The day that preced-
ed the ball was employed no better. The whole
time was taken up in drefling. If I confider next
the time after the ball is over, that is flill worfe.
I get home {o much tired and fpent, that there is
no alking of prayer before bed-time; bur if I Igle-

ire
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fire to fay my prayers, I either fall afleep, oram
taken up with what I have feen. Themorning I8
fpent in {leeping, or I awake with my head full
of the diverfion of the night paft; my morning
‘prayers are affetted with the fame thoughts, as weI'l
-as every other exercife ; and Iam two or three
days, betore I can recover the ball. It does not
end here. IfT get into a habit of loving balls,
when I come to be my own miftrefs; I ihall be
for frequenting them, as often as I can.  If T yield
‘to this paffion, reafon has no part in above halk
my life, the blood will be heated, and healch de-
ftroyed by the unfeafonable hours of reft. Whilft
T fleep, my children, if I have any, the fervants
are undér no rule, I cannot keep any order in the
family ; that muit be left to a houfekeeper; and I
“muft take npon me the guilt of all the faults com-
“mitted at my houfe. If I thould rake a réfolution
to keep from balls; I fhall be quite miferable upon
‘thofe days I am abfent, or rather in {pite of my re-
folution I {hall go to avoid that diftrefs ; for a bad

‘habit is almofl fure to prevail.
- Mrs. dffable. Very little can be added to what
Jady Lucy has faid ; but the little Thave to fay is of
the laft importance. ‘Gentlemen at balls take the
liberty to fay many things, which they would not
«care to do elfewhere. The gentleman, who is
your partner, looks upon you as an acquaintance,
‘though he has never feen you before. He muft
‘keep you company, wlien you would reft after the
‘fatigue of dancing. What muft the converfation
turn upon ? your charms, his happinefs in fuch a
‘partner, and your graceful manner of dancing ? a
fine converfation indeed! but yet it is modeft.
The tumult of a ball, which keeps you at a dittance
-from the Jadies your mothers, expofes you to fome-
thing ftill worfe; it may bappen, that your ima-
3 gination,
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gination, heated by that exercife, will not be fp
much guarded againft furprife, as to perceive im-
mediately the indecency of the language you hear.
D5 not flatter yourfelves, ladies; a young perfon
at a ball lofes fome part of a becoming timidity or
balkfulnefs. There the gives her hand to a gentle-
man, fhe skips and figures with. him; to perform
genteelly the muft look him in che face, and be af-
feledly precife, when {he gives herhand. She cannot
Aind fault, if he fix his eyes on her, and even in the
‘boldeft manner. Havye I exaggerated, lady Louifa ?
Are lady Lug’s vemarks unjuit ? :

Mifs Zina. 1 was at a ball laft year, and {o tir-
ed when I got home, that I fel] afleep, whilft I was.
undrefling. The next morning a brother of mine
c4me to my room. Dear fifter, he taid, I very
much fear you went to {leep without faying your
prayers. I owned, I had not fo much ag thought
©of that duty. Oh! dear fifter, he faid, is it pofii-.
ble a chriftian fhall g0 to bed, uncertain, whether
the fhall rife again without examining, whether fhe
fhall be in a ftate and condition to appear in the
prefence of God, without recommending her foul
to her creator, and without begging pardon for
the offences incarred thar day. His words
-made-fuch an impreflion, that I have never fallen:
into the fame fault firce. Let me be never {o
flcepy s that thoughe keeps me awake.,

Mrs. Agable. You give me a great idea of your
brother. [ dare fay he is an enemy to balls, and
fuch aflemblies.. . ., . . . But what ails you lady
Louifa 2 you look very fad.

- Lady Lowifa. Tam really asT look ; I {Hil repeat
what T faid Jately; ic is very difagreeable to give
‘up all pleafures ; you promifed me other paftimes
An lieu of thofe;” pray point them out wich all

the
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the difpatch that is poffible, I want o be acquaint=
&d with thofe better diverfions. : Ty

" Murs. Affable. Pray ask Iady Lacr, whether time
.has hung heavy on her hands for thefe two months

paft, that fhe has forfaken moft of thefe frivolous

amuiements. :

Lady Lacy. No indeed, Mrs. 4ffable, and I may
yenture to adure lady Losifa, that I have never
been fo Lappy in my life:

Lady Loufa. Do, my dear friend, tell me ot
of charity how you fpend your time. When I
have renounced all thefe diverfions, I fhall cer-.
tainly find the days intolerably long.

Lady Lug. And I, my dear, find them fo fhort,
that. T have not half the time T could with and
‘employ. Irife forne time before eight; half A
‘quarter goes in drefling. At cight I fay my pray-
‘ers, and make fome refle@ions, or a fort of medi-
tation.

Lady Loui/a. What are thefe refleGtions, or this
fort of meditation?

Lady Lacy. I will tell you, Jadies, but don’t
imagine they are mine. Fhey were fuggefted by
Mrs. 4jfable; fhe put me into a method of {pend-
ing my time which makes me find it {o thorrt.

Mrs, Affuble. You tell my fecrets, my dear;
that is not fair. But I hear the young ladies
coming ; this converfation muft be putoff to fome
other time.

€ 4 DI A-
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Mrs, Assas1z,

‘/ E did not go through with eur flories laft
: time, and we forgot geography. We muft
begin with thofe, , '

Mifs Molly. The general of the king of Syria’s
armies was called Naoman, He was very dear to
his fovereign as being an expert commander, and
a perfon of great werth; bur le laboured under
a great m sforcune; he was a leper, that is. he
was covered with a horrible feab from head to foot.
There was an Ifaclite maid ar Naaman’s houfe,
that had been taken and brought off a caprive ;
as the met with very good ulage, fhe withed her
mafter well, and very much compaffionated the
melancholy condition to which fhe faw him reduc~-
ed. Iam fure, faid fhe one day to her miftrefs,
that the prophet /42 would cure wy mafter, if Le
would go to him. Nyaman acquainted the king
~with this ; that prince gives him a letter, whereby
he begs.of the king of frael to cure Naaman of
his leprofy. The king of Ifrael upon receiving
the letter rent his garments, as it was then the cuf-
tom, when perfons were under great trouble, Am
I God, faid he, to have power of healing the fick »
Tt is very plain, that the king of Syria only feeks
a pretext for a quarrel. Elifba hearing this fends
a meflage to the king of Zrael to this purport,
Why baft thon rent thy clothes, let the man
come to me and he fhall know, that there is a

pro=
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prophet of the true God in Jfrael. Naaman came
to the door of Elika’s houfe, the prophet fent him'
word by a meflenger to go and wath feven times
in the Fordan. Naaman was greatly provoked,
and faid, I thought he would have come out to
me, and called on the name of his God, and
touched the leprofy. Have not we as good rivers
“in Syria as the Fordan? He was going off in great
wrath, when one of his fervants faid, Father,
if the prophet had bid thee do fome great thing
thou fhouldeft have dome it. Why wilc thou re~
- fufe to do a thing that is fo eafy. Naaman thought
his fervantsjudged well, and having bached feven
times in the Fordan, was cured of his leprofy.
Then he came to give thanks to the prophet, and
brought him moft noble prefents, and made a pro-
mife that e would worfhip no other gods but the
god of Jjracl.. Elifba, though very poor, as you
have {een, would not receive any gift from Naa-
man, which difpleafed the prophet’s fervant. Af-
ter Naaman went, the covetous-{ervant follow-
ed him, and faid, Lord, two fons of prophets,
that are very poor, are come to my mafter’s, who
bid me run after Naaman, and beg fome money,
and two changes of garments-for them. Naanan
gave him what he asked, and the prophet’s fer«
vant concealed: the money and garments in a fe-
cret place.. When Efifpa faw him, wheace comelt
thou, faid the propet? thy fervane, he anfwered,
went: no whither. Went not mine heart with
thee, when thou receivedit the money and the
clothes? keep them. But the leprofy of Naaman
thall cleave tothee, and thy pofterity for ever,
and the fervant went from his prefence imme-
diately, covered with a leprofy in punithment of
his coyetoulnels, hjs thieving and lying,

» C 5 ‘ Mrs«
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Mrs. 4fable. You fee what an ugly vice cove~
toufnefs is. The prophet’s feryant, for the fake:
of money, becomes a thiefand a liar, Itisa paf--
fion of a different chara&er from others; and in-
_ikead of abating, as they do, encreafes ‘with age.
Go on, lady Charietse, and after our frories I will
relate to you the difaftrous death of two mifers in,
our days.

The king of Syria, who defigned to ruin the-
kingdom of /r4:/, frequently fent troops that way
upon. enterprizes againt che lraelites, but for the-
molt part they were not attended wich fuccefs ;.
for the prophet E/i/ta gave notice of their defigns
to the king of 7fael to be upon his guard. The-
king of Syria, {eeing all his defigns difcovered,
thought he was betrayed by fome of his fubjedts. .
His fervants affured himof their fideliey ; but don’t.
you know, faid they, that the prophet Elipa
knows every word you fay, thougheven to your-
Lelf in your apartment. The king, to be reveng-
ed of Elifba, fent a great number of foldiers to take
him in a town where he was, The fight of fuche
wumbers threw Elfa’s {ervant into great frights,
Lar don’t you fee, faid Elifpa, that thofe who de-
fend us, exceed them greatly innumber? With:
that he begged of God to open the eyes of his fer-
vant, who, that inlant beheld the mounsain co-~
vered with horfes and flaming chariots.. At the.
{ame time God at the inftance of the prophet daz-
zled the eyes of thofe who came to take him ;- and.
£/yba {peaking to them, follow me, faid he, T wil}
lead you to a place, where you will find the per-
fon you feck. They followed ;. he brought them
to Samaria, the capital of the kingdemy of Zfrae/.
"There their eyes were opened, and they were ftruck
wita the greateft dread to fee themfelves among
their enemies, and in their power. The king of

¢ fracd



BIALOETE X . %

Ipack advifed with Elifpa, fhail 1, Said le to the
prophet, fmite them ? No, anfwered he; but fet meat
and drink before them. Thefe fervants of the
king of Syria returned to their mafter, and report-
ed the kind treatment they had met with; which
affeted him fo much, that the If-aelites continued
fome time unmolefted. - fAay -
. During thefe tranfa&tions the fons of the pro-
phets,who had gathered in great numbers on mount
Carmel to Elifba, and were ftreightened for lodgings
near him, begged that he would accompany them
o cut down timber for the building of fome huts.
The prophet confented, and one of them having
dropt his axe-head into the water, came under a
great deal of trouble to acquaint him with his mif-
fortune. - What grieved hin more was, that the '’
axe did not belong to him, but had been borrow-
ed. The man of God comforted him, and asking
him where it fell, he cut down a ftick, which he
caftin, and the iron fwam.

Mrs. 4ffable. Pleafe to take notice, ladies, that
the beft way to difarm our enemies is to return
good for evil. Had Elifpa confénted to the de-
ftruétion of thofe perfons, he would have failed of
procuring that refpive of war' for the [fraelires:

Moreover, pray remark the providence of God.
over his fervants. Were our eyes opened we
thould perceive, that Ged incompafles us on all
fides with his helps to guard us againik infinice dan-
gers, which threatemrus from all quarters.  How
many dreadful accidents have we elcaped under
his protetien ? This will appear at the day of judg-
ment.. ' -

Lady Mary.. Mrs. Afable, you promifed us a
flory. : ' :

Mrs. Affable. Tt is about one Monficur Tardiew,
-who wasa magiftrate and a judge. [ make ,fljc{e
B e ' withy

A
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with the man’s name, becaufe the ftory is pub-

-lickly known. He was covetous to excefs, and.
defired to be married, Beauty, youth-and virtue

-was not thought on by him ; he wanted a woman
-that was rich, and as griping as himfelf. He
_found one to his mind ; for there never was, I be-
lieve, fuch a pinch-penny ; the husband compared

- to her might be thousht.a generous perfon, With
this wife he was abfolutely ruined ; a volume wou'd

.not fuffice to defcribe their fordidnefs and dirty
_attions.  She began with turning all the fervanss
-out of doors; and then contrived all f{orts of
- means to get or to fave money. Inftead of admj.
_nittring he fold juftice; the guilty, if they were
-but rich, were fure to be acquitted.  His temper
~was well known, and whoever had a bad caufe
.made him handfome prefents.  She had once two
-turkeys brought her; the kept the lefs; the larger
.and heavier was fent to market to be fold; but
guefs at the excefs of her defpair, when fhe was

-informed, that the counfel, who fent her the tur-
- key the had fold, had ftuffr it well with gold ; {he
was like to have gone quite diftraed. ~She ftole

“whatever the could lay her hands on, and could
not go iato a paftry-cook’s without carrying off
fome biskets at lealt. The paftry-cook to come
~even with her, faving your favour, put a vomit
into a bisket, which he took care fhould be left in

Ler way. Ithad its proper effeft, and made her

- very fick.  She centrived petticoats for herfelf. out
-of the Satin-thefes * prefented to her husbandb. |
, 1ave

i

* The following nete may be of fervice to the young ladizs
in England for the wnderftanding of what is meant by Satin-
Theles.  In publi: difputes whether on points of philefophy ar
Givinity, which are frequent in univerfities, colleges, &=,
“abroad, the heads or articles of fciences, that are to be
maintained - asd made good by a young foholar, or candida‘-(tl:"to

4 ¥
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“have told you already, that fhe had parted with
‘all her fervants, and lived alone with her huf-
-band; fhe had fecret locks to every door, which
they only knew how to open; an ufelefs precaution,
which did not prevent theirdifaftrous end. Thieves
found their way into the houle, and murthered
‘her and her husband: but,as they were unacquaint-
ed with the locks, could not get out. They werne
_found in one of the chimnies, where they endea-
voured to conceal themfelves, but their punith-
ment did not reftore life to thofe wretched mifers,
whom: no one pitied. .
© Lady Mary. Mrs. Affable, you told us in our
laft leflon, that prince Pysbizs had.mines of gold.
Pray what is meant by mines?
. Mus. Affable. You {ee,. my dear ;. on the upper
vifible part or furface of the earth, trees, fruirs,
flowers, and grafs growing. Well!' within the
_earth metals are formed,. among which gold is the
"mott precious and moft perfett. _
Lady Mary. How, Muxs.  Affable,. are: guineas
found inthe ground like cabbages in a garden !
Mrs. dffable. Not quite fo, my dear, at firlk
the gold is found mixed with earth. When a dif-
covery is made of a gold mine, or when there is

fhew his proficiency, or to . be admitted to {ome degree,  the
_points to be debated are printed, and diftributed to the perfons
invited to the difpute, bus for choice friends, whom they defire
“to diftinguith; they are printed on Jatin.  They ave called
“thefss, and out of the prefents of this kind Monficur Tardieu’s
notable wife found. herfelf petticoats. - The langoage of the
thejes is. generally lavin,  toileau, who allo relates this: fory,
_fays, Satyr X,

« « o+ fon jupon bigarré de latin

Qu’enfemble compofoient trois rhefes de {ating
o In Enchifl.

And Thefes three printed on-Satin: -

Made ber a pettigoat of Lating

- o
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a probable guefs, that thereis one to be found,
deep holes or pits are made, where they let down
men, who are often buried under the earth, that
thrinks down upon them, They draw up feveral
baskets of the earth, that is mixe with gold, which
they underftand how to feparate from each other.
The gold is carried to the mint to be coined into
guineas.

Mifs Bella. Lord! Mrs. Affable, the poor peo-
‘ple employed in the mines are gredtly to be
pitied. ‘

Lady Witty. Thofe that go to the bottom of the
fea for pearls have fill greater hardthips. T read.
fome time ago, that they meet with large fifhes,
that devour them. ,

Lady Mary. That muft be a banter, madam ;.
can there be a fifh big enough to devour a_man ?

Mrcs. Affable. There are fach indeed, my dear
there are fithes as large as this room, others as big
as a houle ; thofe are whales; but they do no mif-
chief to the poor fithers for pearls.. There are
many others not near that fize, but extremely
dangerous. 'The fkark, for inftance, is not bigger
than a calf; but his teeth are as fharp us razors,
and at once bites off a leg or a thigh of a man.
"Tis very happy that they are feen coming at a:
diftance. A friend of mine, who has been a great
traveller, told me, that being at fea in a great
calm, he took a fancy to bathe. He was ler
down into the fea, and held by arope. He de=
{eried immediately one of thefe cruel animals; he
juft had time to give a figa to be hoifted, that is, to
be drawn up by the rope. When he was out
of the water, and alinoft on bodrd, the thark
iprung up into the air to catch his leg, which ve-
ry luckily he mifed,

Lady
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Lady Charbtte. I ufed to be concerned for the
filh taken by fithers. ’Twas a pity, thought I, to
kill them poor creatures, that did no harm; but
now any one has my confent to deftroy them it
will not give me the leaft trouble.

Mifs Rural. We have large ponds about us- at
Home, and they often fith there. The firft time I
faw this {port I burft out into tears with feeing the
poor fith ftruggling and tofling about in the grafs
before they dieds. but this thought came into my
head. They fith with a lineand hook, baited with
a worm, or a little fith; wellt thousht I, if the
larger fith had fpared their fmall neighbours, they
had a chance to efcape; their cruelty to their fel-
low creatures is the caufe of their being taken;
they don’t deferve pity. From that time I learned
to fith without any concern for thofe I catch. The
larger fort, who prey upon the lefs, delerve to
meet with thofe, that will eat them in their turn.

Lady Witty. That is but juft; but to return to
our fithers for pearls they are brought up from
thieir youth to hold their breath, and are called 4;-
wers. After they are ufed to bear being fometime
under water without breathing, they are provided
with a basket that hangs before them; they {lipa
rope under both their arms; a cord is tied
to. one hand; the other end of this laft is fix-
ed.toa bell on the fide of the boat. Thus equipt
they are let down into the bottom of the fea,
where they make all the difpatch they can to fill
their baskets with oifters. When they are full, or-
when they cannot hold their breath any longer,
they ring the bell, and are drawn up, after which
they go down again.  What is very particular, is
thar, as fome {ay, they can tell by feeling, whether
there be any large pedarl within, and that fome-
-times they open the-oifters and {wallow the pearls.
S g Mrs,

-
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. Mrs. Afable. 1 have been told the fame, but I
think it is hardly credible; - or, if true, the folly
of men is beyond imagination, who fet no value
on lite, when they are bent upon enriching them-
felves; it is certain they run a very great hazard
of being fmothered whilft they are opening the
oifters.  Mifs Sopby,. we thall be glad to hear your
ftory. i g
I\%ii's Sophy. ‘The Iraelites after a fhort-lived
peace with the Syrians, faw the war break out
afreth 5 and the king of Syriz laid fiege to Sama-
ria.  Provifions were fo fcarce as to bring on an
incredible famine ; the head of an afs fold for four-
. Teore pieces of filver, and a fmall meafure of pige~
ons dung for five. 2
. As the king of /frael was pafling by one day on:
the wall a poor woman begged of him to do her
jultice.  What wrong has been done to you; fays
the king ? Lord, the antwered, this woman my
neighbour, and I agreed to eat our children. My
fon was boiled yefterday, and I gave her half; the:
hashid her fon to day, and refules to give me the
half of him, as we bad agreed. The king, ftruck
with horror, rent his garmentss and. the people
faw that he had.a:.fackcloth within upon his fleth,.
o -deprecate the juit feverity of an offended God. .
He ought, inftead. of wearing fackloth; to have
xenounced his evil-ways; but this was far from
kis thoughts ;. on the contrary,-he fell into an ex-~
‘cefs of rage, and. vowed under the {trongeft im--
precations againft himfelf, he would take off £/i-
Spa’shead. . As he was about to execute his wicke
- eddefign, Eliha,- who fac at home with the elders, .
Jfaid to them, do not you-know:, that this fonofa
murtherer -has fent to take away mine head ? the
king followed. the perfon he fent, and the prophet.
#poksin shenam of the Lord 1o chis el T
g e ST o
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‘morrow about this time fhall a meafure of fine
flour be fold for a fhekel, and two meaiures of bar-
ley for a thekel, attue gate of Samaria. A lord
who waited upon the king, faid to E/jba, un-
lefs God fhould make windows in heaven to
.pour down provifions, it is impotlible.  £/ifba took
him up with this prediéiion, thou fhalt fee it with
thine eyes, but fhalt not eat thereof, :
. Mean while God alarmed the §jrians with the
noife of many chariots and horfes, upon which, as
they concluded, that a powerful army was coming
to the relief of Samaria, they retired with great
precipitation, and abandoned their baggage and
ammunition. Not one remained in' their camp:;
but this event was not yet known in the town.
In thofe days lepers were not permitted to live
-in towns, but were obliged to ftay without the
gates. Four lepers, almoft famifhed, took a re-
{olution to deliver themlielves up to the Syrians; it
was better they thought to be difpatched by the
8yrians, than to die of hunger. Their furprife
‘was great, when they found the camp forfaken by
the enemy; and after they hadeat and drank the)
took what pleafed them moit, andilaid it by pri-
-vately. They foon began to feel a remorfe for
not imparting this agreeable piece of intelligence
to the people of Samaria; they returned to the
town; and as it was night it was thought pro-
per to wake the king. He thought at firft this
might be a flight of the Syrians to draw them into
an ambufcade, and to be better informed, he fent
off two men on horfeback. No more could be
fpared, the reft having been eat up, fo that only
five horfes remained alive. The two 'men that
-were difpatched found the roads entirely covered
with cloths, and other things, which the §yr7ans
had thrown away to fly the fafter, and brought
this
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this account to the king. The people crowded
from Samaria to the enemijes camp; but to pre-
‘vent diforders at the gate, the king commanded
‘the lord, who doubted of Elifba’s predi€tion, to
ctake his poft there. He fuw the grear quantity
‘of provifions that was brought in, and fold very
ccheap, but never tafted of it, for the people trod
upon him in the gate, and he died. Thus was
‘accomplifhed the prophefy ‘which the lord had
made by his fervant.

Mifs Bella. This ftory makes one’s hair fand
en end. What? a mother eat her child ?

Mifs Sepby. I have heard, Mrs.. 4fuble, that
there are nations who kill thejr Parents, when they
are aged, and then eat them; is it rrue?

Mrs. Affable. The Ircquefe,  a nation of Norsh
America, had that cuftom, but have now ‘laid it
afide. Don’t think children, that this was done
-out of any ill-will. Far from it; when the Eu-
ropeans came amongft chem, and they were in-
formed, that we let old people” live, “and buried
them after their death, they thought us very cruel,
What barbarity, they faid, to let thofe fuffer the
infirmities of age, and then to put them into a
hole for a prey to worms?  We have, they went
On, a far greater affe®ion for our parents; we
dpare them all the inconveniencias of a decrepit
old age; and we find them a grave in our fio-
machs. Eating our parents recals to us the me-
mory of their celebrated ackions, we transfufe their
‘courage into ourfelves and our poflerity.

Lady Mary. When I was 1 very little one, Mis,
Affable would joke with me, and propofe my being
4 queen among thofe good people.

Mrs. Agable. It was never meant to laugh at
‘you, my dear; I was endeavouring to difcover
‘how you was difpofed in mind, and I wasa g(;)o:i

it 4 N ecal
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deal edified with what T obferved. Yes indeed,
ladies, I told my dear little Mary, that the queens
in that country were only cleathed with skins or
hides, their necklaces were {irings of fhells, they
often lay in the fnow, and werg over and above
rery poorly fed. I affure you, ‘that all ' this
did not in the leaft put her out of conceir, and
fhie was willing to take up with all thefe inconve
encies, provided it would be a means to make the
true God known among thofe poor people, and to
bring them to live in fociety among one another..
Mifs Moly, Don’t they know, that there isa
God; don’t they behold the heavens and tliis
earth, can they think, that all thefe fine things
‘were made withouta God ? =
Mrs. Affable. You reafon very well, my dears
the moit barbarous nations are firuck with the
fight and confideration of this beautiful univerfe,
and have perfe&tly underflood, that men not be-
ing in any capacity to confirut this admirable
fabric, there muft neceflarily be fome fuperior being
man, to whom their reffeft and adoration was
dues Every nation has framed different ideas in
this regard. The Perawians, as well as Mexicans,,
adored the fun. The Zogucfe and othier favages
of North America agree, that there is a great ge-
‘wius, that has made all things, and him they adore.
They believe that there are {everal other inferior
geniaflee, whom they call Manitous, among whom
fome are good, others bad. ' But, which i§ veéry
fingular, they honour much more the evil geni-
u/fes, than the good, and make many prefents to
the former.
Lady Violent. That is mighty ridiculous; what
reafon have they forit, Mrs. 4fable?
Mrs.: Affable. The fame reafon as fome people
in /Zﬁa, who pray to; and honour the deyil much
e more
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more than God, though they have an idea of a dei
ty. God is {o-good, they fay, that he does not
want our prayers to be very good to us; it is
his nature to be {o. Whereas the devil being ex=
tremely malicious, he muft be kept in temper,
and. difarmed by our prayersaand prefents, with-
out which le would certainly follow his predo-
minant inclination, which always difpoles him te
milchief us.
Mifs Beidla. Do the Iroguefe believe a helland
a heaven? : faad
Mrs. dfable. They believe the foul to be im-
mortal, and that after death the foul goes into a
Jarge and extended country, where it is to be treat-
ed asthe works of this lite have deferved. Their
{ouls, who have led good lives, will find in this
country all forts of animals and fith, fo that they
may huntand fith at pleafare. Here they are tobave
Very great entertainments and feafts, with much
finging and dancing. They are paflionately fond
of mufic and dances; and as they {pend their
days in'hunting and fithing, all thefz things con-
ftitute the happinefs of another life. When an
Aroguefe dies, his bow and arrows, with other par-
ticulars, which they think he may want in ano-
ther world, are buricd with the deceafed. They
have a fort of priefts *, who are called jugglers ;
thefe

¥ Charlevoix in his 6th VoI, 25th letter, fays thus, ¢ [/
¢ ne [ont pas néantmoins (les jongleurs) /es minifires de ces diciex
¢ prétendus, que pour annoncer aux bommes leurs wolontés et pour
€ Gtre leurs interpréfes : car fi on peut donner Je mom de Jacrifice
“ aux offrandes, que ces peuples font & leurs divinitds, les prétres
&€ parmi_cux ne fort jamais les Jonglears : dans les cérémonies pub -
-&¢ Ligues ce Jont les chefs, et dans les domefliques ce Jont ordinaire-
¢ ment les péres de famille, oa & leur defaut e plus confidérable de
¢ de la cabane. Mais a principale occupation des Jongleurs . ..,
o wn Cof la medieiriey Sy ‘They (the jugglers) ae nor
¢ how-
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thefe are fent for, when any one is fick, todrive
the evil manitou, or genius from the patient. The
juggler ufes many contorfions, makes wry faces ;
and if the fick recover, the poor people are very
grateful, and make the juggler many and great
prefents.: : »
. Lady Piolent. You can’t imagine, dear Mrs.
Affable, how defirous [ am to be informed of the
manners of all thefe nations, Pray let us hear all
that you know about them. i
Mrs. Afuble. They live in villages, that is, a
certain number of favages build cabins near each
other. After this they chufe a chief from among
thofe, who have dii‘tinguifhed them{elves in the
Wwars. i .
Mifs Sophy. Whom arethey at war with ? |
Mrs. Affable. North America alone is of a_ pro-
digicus extent, and no one has yet feen the end
of it. This great and vaft country is full of woods
and lakes, and inhabited by an infinity of pati-
ons, all different from each other-in their looks
and appearance. Some are white as we are;
sthers have an olive complexion. Some have
their heads flat, others fharp and 'peinted..  They
are continually at war, and carry it on fo cruclly,
that it ends in the deftruftion of their nations.
They kill their prifoners, but they don’t wait for
death to roatt them, which they do whillt they

however minifters of thofe pretended deities, only to declare
cheit will to men, and to be treir interpreters, for it the name
of facrifice may be applied to the offerings made to their g0ds,
the jugglers among them arg not their priefis: but in public
ce einowes, their chiefs ; in private, the read of the family ; or
for want of fuch-a-one the moft confiderable perfun of the
cabin.  The chief employ of the jugglers « o o7 o v 4 o s
the pradiice of phyfick, )

are
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are yet living, and by a flow fire; where theyp
fuffer a long time beforé they die. ' 5

Lady Mary. How can they have the heart to
hear the cries of thofe poor wretches {o cruelly
tormented ? ' ,

Mrs. 4fable. Thofe that are roafted make no
outcries, my dear; they would difgrace themfelves,
and be efteemed cowards. On ghe contrary they
make an extempore fong ' (this they call their deatb-
Jong,) wherein they fet forth aj] their exploits, and
how many they have roafted of the fame nation,
who have now brought them to the ftake ; they
continue finging as long as life remains, and the
women and children take a pleafure in adding to
their torment, as if the fire was not g fufficient
pain. Sometimes theré are prifoners,who have the
good luck to avold this' barbarous ufage. A fa-
vage woman, ‘that has loft her fon in bartle, is at
Liberty to chufe one among the prifoners,  who is
Iooked upon as her fon, who has adopted him.

Lady Vislent. They that fing whilt they are
roafting, were certainly brought up by the Lace-
demonians.  Doyoun remember, Mrs. Affable, the
child that fiele the fox-cub.

Mrs. Affable. I remember it perfeltly well, but
as fome of thefe ladies may not have heard that
ftory, I begyou will favour us with it, and as of-
ten as you call to mind any fuch, that comes pat
to the purpofe, it will be of great ule to perfe&t
you in fpeaking French.

Lady Zislent. Had I known as much I would
now and then have thrown in 4 ftory 5 for
inftance, when you ralked to us of the Lroguefs,
who kill their parents to prevent their fuffering the
inconveniences of old age, it put me in mind of
that excellent receipt for the colick you taught me

two
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two years ago. I will ‘begin with the «<hild at.
Sparta, and then repeat the other. »

In Sparta the children were allowed coming in-;
to publick eating houfes, and to carry off what they.
pleafed, if they could do it without being difcover-
ed ; if they were catched they were fure of being
defpifed, which they dreaded more than death,
One day a youth ftole a fox-cub, and hid it under-
his garment. The animal, being very uneafy un-.
der his confinement, tore the lad’s belly in a moft
dreadful manner. You can eafily guefs, ladies,
that he mult be under the greateft pain; he never
once cued out, and fell down dead without the
leaft fign of any complaint. :

Mifs Molly. A pretty country that of Sparta,
where children were brought up to thieving; no
ene could be fecure in hisown houfe, and the rich
were expofed to be reduced to poverty. .

Mrs. Agable. At Sperta there was neither rich
nor poor, as we fhall let you know the firft time
Wkar ails you, lady #iolent 2 you make
a fad four face, whit is the matter, my dear ?

Lady Violent. Don’t-you fee, that mils Mo/ in-
terrupted me? I had anoether frory, that I was ta
bring in; why could not fhe let me tell it before
fhe 4poke ? :

Mrs. Affable. Harkee , my dear!  if  this
had happened laft year, it would hive pafled
without chiding; you was then a litdle filly girl,
that wanted flactering; but mow fince you. are
grown a feafible lady, and a great wit, I muft
tell you, ‘that youare proud, and that itis a wrong
turn of mind to pout for fuch e wifle? Mifs M-
&y would indeed have appeared better bred had fhe
waited till you had dene.. One muft never inter-
vupt another; but muft you fhew your want of
feafe, becaufe the has betrayed her want of man-

ners ?
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ners 2 Can any thing be fillier than to be ang

with a perfon, who never intended to offend ? Be
perfuaded of i, my dear, and inftead of being dif-
pleafed with your fchool-fellow, think, that, on the
contrary, it would be happy for you to meet of-
ten with fuch occafions. ~ This, and particularly
being thwarted, or contradifted, would accuftom
you to get the better of all paffions. This is
difagreeable my dear but yet you {mile.

- Lady Ziolers. I do, and I cry at the fame time,
and when I refle®t, that you begin with compli-
ments, that you may chapter me with greater
freedom, I cannot forbear imiling at the cunning
way you take to that purpofe. You are very crafry,
Mrs. Affable, and like mama; when [ am to take
phyfic the laps it up in fiveer meats. '

Mrs. dfabie. Where is the harm in this, my

dear; if ihe can get you to take your phyfic, what
matters it how itis lap'd up? Do you take it
amifs, that I {hould footh you with fome flattery,
to make you relith the corre&ion better, which [
thought you deferved ? &
- Lady Ziolent. 1am very well contented, and at
the fame time uneafy on this account.  Tam con-
tented, becaufe without that reprimand I might
have broke into a paflion; but I am grieved, that
I am fo filly as to make fuch precautions neceflary.
T'his  indeed makes me quite athamed.

Mrs. 4ffuble. ‘Thefe are moft excellent difpofiti-
ons. Cn the other hand I find, that I have not
exprefied. myfelf at all properly, when I {aid I be-
gan to flatter you; it was noflattery, and far from
exaggeration. Youare {o much amended, that
you are no longer the fame perfon; there remains
ftill a great wosk to be finifhed, which 1 take up-
on me to {ay you will bring to pertetion, v;;hich

oOW=
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however fhall not hinder me taking all fuch mea-
fures as I fhall think proper to give you no uneafi=
nels; good breeding and a humane difpofition
make this neceflary. I thould have the greateft.
fatisfaltion, if I could teach you by giving exam=
ple how yon are to behave hereafter to thole who
thall depend of you. Your ftory fhall rake place
at our next meeting, and we fhall {ay fomething
about the laws of the Lacedemonians ; as it is now,
we have but juft time to repeat our leflon of geo-,
graphy. -

Lady Loxi/z. You have faid much of dmerica to
day; would you be fo kind as to give us an idea
of that part of the world ? =

Mrs. Afable. With pleafure, ladies; pray lady
Senfible tell them what you know of America.

Lady Senfible. Americais called the Neaw IVorld
from its having been difcovered fo late as the year,
1493. It is however thought the ancients had
fome knowledge of it, and that this vaft continent
was called by them the Alantict ifland. Though
Chrifiopher Columbus, a Genoefz, was the firft difco-
verer, Americus Vefpucius has the honour of it, and
this part of the world takes its name from him.
America, being fituated in three zones, has very
different climates. In {ome there are exceflive
heats, in others exceflive cold, and other climates
are temperate. Itis divided into North and. South

America. 'The latter is a large peninfula 3990
miles long, and 28z0 broad. . :

Lady Lucy. I beg pardon, madam; may it not
be a miftake? Is that part of the world of fuch a
prodigious extent ?

Mrs. 4fable, No miftake at all, my dear; thar
part of the world exceeds the three others. I re-
member to have heard, that Mr. Penn and lord

Baltimore had a law-fuit concerning their lands in
Voi. II. thofe
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thofs parts, and their difference wasabout the twg
and thirtieth part of the world.

‘Mils Rural. Land is not fo very confiderable there
asicis here. T am heirefs of anifland in that part
of which they report ftrange wonders, and which
would make me a very great lady, if I'had it here.

Lady Louifa. Well, dear madam, as you are 1o
fond of retirement, why not go to your ifland 2
and, as you are fovereign there, you might exclude
all men, and be as folitary as you pleafed.

Mifs Rural. You are pleafed to banter, lady;
but [ cantakea jeft. And I am glad of the occa-
fion to aflwie you, that I am neither a man-hater
nor a {avage; I love fociety, and werel {o happy
as always to have the opportunity. of fuch com-
pany as this, I proteft 1 thould never mifs the foli=
tude, which engages me {o agreeably. I muft ac-
quaint you with the reafons, why 1 am fo pleafed
with ‘eur woods in the country; the ‘trees are
dumb, and entertain me with no impertinences,
wheréas in town I muft fpend half my time in
hearing nothing elfs. They are, I am told, got
into a method of drawing converfations; Iam
fure, that I esuld bring into thecompafsof a page;
all or moft of thofe I'have heard; they run upon
a fcore of very foolith things, that are repeated a
thouland différent ways.

Mucs. 4ffuble. You furprife me, mifs; Iam ac-
quainted with, moft of the ladies you vifit, and
they are really perfons.of tie ficit rank in point of
mertt.

Mifs Riral. Very truz, Mrs. 4fubl; itisareal
pleafure, when mama takes me with her to go in
@ moraing, and take «tea with thole ladies; they
ave 'then alone, their converfations charms ‘me,
and fs ‘of very great fervice for my improve-
gnent. The fcene is much alcered after dinnet.

Thele
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Thefe very fenfible ladies are forced to admit
othérs not much fo, and to talk of all the imperti=
nences, that ftuff the poor heads of the ladies theix
vifiters. -

Mrs. Afable. 1 efteem them the more for it. It
fhews great good fenfe to conceal it in fuch com-
pany, and to keep the converfation within their
reach.

Mifs Rural. Oh! I both admire and efteem
them ; but I could not be pleafed with an occafion
of following theirexample. I find life is too thore
to lofe time, and to {uffer this conftraint. There
are thoufands of perfons, to whom thefe tatlers
may communicate at leifure ‘all the fiddle-faddle
they with; itis not neceflary 1 fhould increafe the
number ; who knows but at laft I may become as
filly as any of thofe women ?

Mrs. 4ffable. That is, you think you can do
very well by yourfelf, and don’t intend to be put
out of your way for any one. That is not rea-
fonable, my dear; fociety cannot fubfit without
a mutual facrifice of our inclinations; if you
thould continue in this way of thinking, I muft
difpatch you to your ifland. ;

Mifs Rural. Hear me out, I beg, Mrs. £fable
d am quite willing to be under conftraint for my
friends. I promife, when there fhall be an occa=
{ion, to fubmir to the fame for others, but it will
be againft my will, and at the fame time 1 am
relolved as far as it is confiftent with good man-
ners and civility, to keep out of fuch occafions.
Are you fatisfied now, Mrs. Afable? '

Mrs. dfable, Yes, my dear, or very near the
matter ; to be quite {o, I would have yon pleafed
and happy even in thofe things, which you cannot
avoid doing. That will come in time. Let us
trip back to America.

D2 Lady
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Lady Senfible. South America is divided into fe-
ven parts, viz. Peru, Paraguay, Chili, Terra Ma='
gellanica, the Land of the Amazons, Terra Firma, and
Brazil. ‘
- Peruis the richeft country in the world; and be-
longs to the king of Spain. It was difcovered -
by Francis Pizarro. Lima is the capital of Peru.
‘Though there are few rivers, the country is fruit-
ful. ‘There is a great chain of mountains, called
Cordilleras, and they areof a prodigious height:
“This part of the world has at once the four feafons
of the year. Near the fea it is fmothering hot:
Alter this by an eafy afcent you walk up a
mountain of a great length, which brings you
to a plain, where the city of Quiro is buile-
Spring and autumn, fruits and flowers, and wea-
ther, that is neither hot nor cold, continue the
whole year in this plain, which is raifed far above
our higheft mountains. This plain is terminat-
ed by the Cordilleras, on the top of which it is
fo intenfely cold as to endanger one’s life.

Lady Lucy. Is it poflible, Mrs. 4ffable? Peru
ftands in the torrid zone, and thofe mountains,
that rife fo high, are much nearer the fun, than
the fea-thore.  How can the cold be {o intenfe _

Mrs. dffable. Some Virtusfihave concluded from
this, that the fun was not hot, This {hall be
fpoken of fome other time. To morrow, ladies, we
go into the country, . and fhall not be back rill
7 bur/day, nor then time enough for the leflon, fo
that I thall not have the pleafure, of leeing you
in the morning.

DI A-
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E T us begin with our fteries. Lady Charlotte,
give us t‘ut w.nch you have learnt.

Lalu\/ Cﬁar/cne All the prodigies, which God
wrought in the fight of the ]/rae/zte: and their
king, proving ineffettual to bring them off from
the woxlhm of idols, he wouId not bear with
them any ]ﬁnger The king of Fuda adored Baal,
as well as the king of ]/rae/ he had married a
daughter of Fezebe/; and as the whole family was
abandoned to wickednefs and idolatry, this im-
pious woman brought her hufband to facrifice
10 her falfe gods. At laft came the hour, defign——
ed by the Lord, to put in execution the threats
he had denounced to Ahed. It happened thus.
The king of Syria fell fick, and fent a {ervant to
Eljba, to know whether he thould recover of his
diforder. The forvant (his name was Hazael)
asked of the prophet, whether his mafter’s difeafe
was mortal.  No, fays he, buz be will furely die.
Hazael perceived, that. the prophet looked 1‘tead1]y
at him and \vppt he inquired of him why he
wept.  Becaufe, Elifba anfweved, I kngww. the ewils
thou avilt do unto the children of Ifrael, when thou
fhale be king of Syria; thpy will never find a
greater enemy. Hazael left the prophet, and {oon
after {mothered his mafter in bed, and being re-
cognized king of Syria, declared war to the [/rae~
Jites.  'The kmg of Juda came to.fuccour his bro-
ther-in-law the king of Zrae/, upon which Eli/pa

D 3 fent
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fent one of the children of the prophets ; go fpee-
aily, faidhe, to anoint Jetu king of Ipael; for
him the lord hath chofen to accomplith and exe-
cute his threats to 4tab, and he {hall call Feze-
6. /1o0 an account of the blood fhe has caunfed to be
thed. The young prophet took a vial of oil, and
pertormed his commiffion, Febw's companions
being informed, that he had been anointed king,
proclaimed and followed him. With thefe atten-
dants Feby met the kings of Juda and Ifrael, who
were both flain.  When Felu returned to the city,
Jezebel, who had put on paint, and drefled her
head, appearved at the window, and loaded him
with reproaches; he cried out, is there no one
adove, that is willing to take my fide? her fer-
‘vants made anfwer, thathe was free to command,
and they ready to obey. If fo, faid Jechu, throw
thar woman out of the window., This was done
inltantly, and the blood of that unbappy and
wicked woman was fprinkled on the wall, and on
the hories, and he trod her under foot. The
next day the king ordered the body to he interred,
but no more was found of her than the skull and
the feet, and the palms of her hands, the dogs
baving devoured the body. Fef« foon after” op
gered all that remained of the houfe of 4hab to
be ceftroyed ; then he declared in public his defign
to facrifice unto Bae/, and fummoned all the
prophets of that falfe deity to meet. All, not one
excepted, appeared upon ‘the fummons, and Jebu
put them all to death. A

The new king, who had put an end to the
worlhip of Baaf/, was not more faithful in the
dervice due to God, than his predeceflors, and
kept up the golden calves, that had been caft by
Jeroboam to be worlhipped by the Jraelites.

Mos.
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Mrs. Afuble. This paffage of the facred hiftory

furnithes us an admirable leflon. What was the
caule of the king of Fuda’s misforcune ? His alli-
- ance with the daughter of Fezebel, as wicked a wo-
man as her mother. A young lady, to whoma
match is propofed, examines with care th‘e‘ap-
‘pearance of the perfon, that is offered as a futror.
She may perhaps carry her attention fo far, as to
take fome information about his temper. Sheis
content, when fhe hears, that ke isa chiearful per-
“fon, loves diverfions, and fees a great deal of com-
pany. Mean while the pasents are bufy in inquir-
ing after the eftate of the perlon, who propoles to
have their daughter ; if he is rich, that is fome
and all'; it mult be a very good match. But the
young gentleman is of a family, that has no re-
gard to any religion, and has in great probability
taken in with his milk the principles of his parents ;
“he is a worthy gentleman they fay ; bya man of
worth, they only mean a perfon, that is not fub-
je& to your coarfe unpolite vices. How many
young ladies contralted to fuch gentlemen have loft
fight of the principles of religion, that they were’
“brought up with, and haveat laft been ruined.?
Avoid the danger, ladies, and take this for a cer-
tain rule, thata man without religion cannot be
a man of worth, and is fure to make you very
unhappy.

Lady Leuifa. I aflure you, Mrs. Jfabl, that 1
“am acquainted with feveral gentlemen, that have
no'religion at all, and yet are perfons of great
worth and honour.

Mrs. Affable. They may feem fuch, my dear,
but are not really (o, or are in immediate danger
of departing from worth and honour. ~ Religion is
 the only means by which we are fupplied with mo-
tives to oyercome our prevailing pallions ; without

D 4 rely-
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religion we fhall be deftitute ofneceﬁ'ary helps to
ftand againft our inclinations. Philofophy is here
of little fervice. If we get our leflon done in
time, lady Se»fi/e willentertain you with a ftory out
of the Adventirer, and which is. Very preper to
back what I have faid. Your frory, miis Molly.
Mifs Molly. dthaiia was the daughter of 7. zebe/,
that married the king of Fuda. As focn as the
received the news of her hufband’s death, fhe made
away with all the princes of the royal blood with-
cut anpy exception even of the grandchildrer, out
of the defire fhe had of reigning alone. But a
filter of the late king found means to fave one of
-them in the cradle, and concealed him with his
nurfe in an apartment within the precints, or the
dependance of the temple, where he was brought
up till he was feven years of age.  The high prieft
having affembled fome troops, made young Fibo-
e/b (it was the young prince’s name) be crowned
at the expiration of the feven years. = 4thalia fur-
prized with the noife and acclamation of the priefts
came to the temple, and was flruck with horror,
when fthe faw feboa/h on the throne. The high
prieft did not allow her time to vent her rage, but
ordered her to be taken out of the temple, and put
to the fword. Fehoafh being but feven years old,
when he began his reign, ferved the lord faithfully,
whilft the high prieft lived, and followed his ad-
vice. He loft (and it wasa great misforrune)
this faithfal friend, and putting his confidence in
a fet of flatterers, he became {o wicked, that he
ordered the fon of the high prieft,who had preferv-
ed his life, and had been a fecond father to him to
~ be killed.  His fucceflors inherited his crimes; yet
tome ferved the lord, but not like Pavid, for they
let the groves, confecrated to falfe deities on the
mountains, ftand, and fuffered the people to offer
"33 ; incenfe



DIALOGUE XIN 81

incenfe there.. The Ifraelites, like their kings, con-
tinued idolaters, and God, to punifh their blindnefs,
delivered them up to the kings of Jfjria, who
carried them off to their dominion, where they re-
mained a [ong time in bondage.

Mifs Sophy. O dear! Low forry am I to hear
this fad account of Feboap. Monfieur Racine has
made a tragedy, where he appeared {o good, that
I'loved him to excefs. How could a prince, fo
well brought up, and who had {o charining a cha-
ra&er, come to be {o wicked, and fo ungrateful ?

" Mrs. Affable. Flattery is the bane of virtue,
though feemingly eftablifhed on a {olid foundation;
it is peftiferous; children, and if once your ears
are open to the deceitful difcourfe of fatrerers, you
may be led into all forts of guilt. .. .. Lady #io-
lent you had a mind to tell us a lictle ftory.  You
are at liberty to do it now. ;

" Lady Violent. About two years ago, Mrs. 4ffa-
b/e told me very ferioufly, the was going to write a
pretty ftory for me; at the top of the paper fhe fet
down by way of title, 4 cure for the colic. This
was only to raife my curiofity to' read the ftory ;
for at that time I did not atr all' like the French
language. She fucceeded in her defign; and I
was much pleafed with the flory I' am about to
repeat, : A
. When Alxander the great was in the Iudies, he
found a {ect of philofophers called Bracmans. Ca-
lanus, one of thefe philolophers,” begged leave
to follow him, and having obtained it, accompa=
nied him in his expeditions. Calanus was of a great
age,and had never been under any diforder. Some-
time after he was feized with a violent fit of the
colic; as he had not been accuftomed to fuffer,
this made him exceffively impatient. When the
iy was pafled, be waited on Alexendir, and re-
byt oot it G F = Drrgg i = F e h dyrefledd
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quefted his permiffion to be burnt. The monarch -
thought he was out of his fenfes, and would not
hearken to his propofal. Calanus was nor dif:’
couraged with the refufal; what have I done
to your majeity, faid he, that thould move you
to rejet my petition ? I am old, and find
that I can expett nothing but ailments and dif-
orders, The horrible fit 1 fuffered yefterday is
now paft indeed; but will{food return with a cough,
the gravel, a want of appetite and reftlefs nights ;.
give me leave to prevent all thefe evils, and do not
condemn me to lead a miferable lingering it
which at beft can be only efteemed a tedious tor-
ment. Adlexander, who was not more in his fenfes,,
than the philofopher, yielded to this fine argument,
gave leave to Calanus to make an end of himfelf'by
fire, as he propofed, and granted a farther favour,
which the philofopher fued for, to make a grand
entertainment for folemnizing his obfequies.” Ca-
Junus, highly pleafed, ordered the funeral pile to be
crected, he laid himfelf down as calmly as he
would have done in a good bed, and let himf{elf be
burnt without making the leaft motion. The en-
tercainment that followed was quite agreeable tor
the occafion; and many drank {o exceflively, that
thor foom overtock the philofsper in another
wirld.

. Now, ladies, is not this a charming receipt for
the colic ?

" Mifs Frimobus, Tam the do@tor and his pre-
{cciption’s moft humble {ervant, but I do not
think the fancy will ever take me to try his
remedy ; no, I have not fo much courage as Ca-
/ﬁ?]ll! 1 -

Mys. Afable. What do you call courage, my
dear ? T affure you, that none but cowards deftroy
themlelyes. The courageous perfon bears /ﬁcl;‘/—-

’ : DCLS
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nels and loffes ;5 only faint hearts, I repeat it
are overcome by pain. : S

Lady Loxifa. You are in the right, Mrs. Affable’;
I am convinced now, but I own, that I was mil=
taken; before, I always took the killing of one's
{elf to be a fin, but not an alt of cowardice.

Mils Zina, We have a book at home, called the
Perfian Letters. *Tis faid to be written by a great
man, and lie maintains it to be lawful. "He fays,
that life is a gift of the creator, which he obliges
us to preferve ho longer than it fhall be agreeable
to us; and that if a man was paft all poflibilicy of
ever being extricated from evils, in which he finds
himfelf engaged, God could not withour cruelty
require him to keep a prefent, which has proved {o
difaftrous to him. = Something interiorly tells me,
that I muft not yield to this argument, but really
*tis what I cannot anfwer *. ‘ b

Mrs. Afuble. As you have not yet been accuf-
tomed to examtine principles, upon which arzu-
ments are grounded, give lady Senfible leave to dif-
cufs the propofition advanced by this gentleman.
This was the famous monficur 4e Menr fguien; he
heartily repented, the laft years of his life, his hav=-
ing been the author of that work, and died likea

ood chriftian.

" Lady Sexfible. Life isa prefent from the creator,
wwhich he vbliges us to preferwe no longer than it fball be
agreeable to us. T am perfuaded, Mrs. 4fable, that
the author would have fpoke better if Inftead of
agreeable he had faid advantageons.  The propofition
would then have been truec, He adds, that God,

* Some may find fault with- my inferting thjs bere. Bot the
converfation is a real faét.. Adady of great penetration made
ufe of the terms, which I have copied above faithfully, The
anf{wer was given by a young lady of twelve years of age, Mifg

Munghbaufen,
g D6 with=
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awithout being cruel, could not require of man to heep
prefent, awbich had proved Jo. fatal to him. After
this he explains what this Jatal ov difafirous prefent
1S; alife, he 1ays,. where a man fbould labour uuder
all fortsof evil without o tolfbility of relief. Here the
argument refts upen a falfe fuppofition. There is
no evils, which exclude all poflibility of relief;
confequently there is no fituation that can make
Life an. unbappy trefent from the creator ;. whence
there is no fituation,, wherein:man can be allowed
to put an end to that life,. which it is his advant-
age to preferve, becanfe God.continues it. to him,
and which befides, it is very certain, God would
take away, if notadvantageous to him.

Mifs Zina I admire lady Senfible’s examen of
this propofition, and her manner of thewing that
it is falfe. But, Mrs. Affable, if " there were per-
fons, who maintained, thata man under the lofs
of his fottune, health, reputation and friends was
unhappy. beyond recovery, what anfwer would:
the make.

. -Mrs. Affuble. This fhall be difcuffed in our phi-
Iofophical leflon. As we fpeak of happinefs, it is
eflential and neceflary to difcover what is the caufe
of unhappinefs,. which is its contrary. I muft
keep my word with thefe ladies, and we muft ralk
. over the laws of Starta.. Lady Wirty,. tell what
‘you know of them. » :

Lady #itty. T muft firft tell the ladies, who Zy-
«curgus was, that made thofe laws. He was in my
-opinion a well-meaning man, very defirous of
pradtifing virtue, and recommending virtuous prac-
tices to others, but had never examined well,
-wherein virtue confifted.: For want of this hLe
“was quite wrong 'in his method. of governing
‘the Spartans. 4

I\frs}"
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Mrs. Affable. Very foon faid, my dear! You
have nothing.to do now but to prove this. ,

Lady Wirry. 1 will do it with pleafure, Mrs.
Affable. 1 will give thefe ladies a plain account,
firft of the fteps he took to have his laws received,
and after that [ will refer the matter to their judg-
ment. :
Lycurgus was brother to a- king of Sparta, who'
died without iflue, but left his queen with child.
The Spartans offered the crown to Lycurgus. Here
indeed he behaved like a. man of honour. I am,
faid he in anfwer to this propofal,. greatly obliged
to you. for thisproof of yourgood will ; but if the
queen chance to be delivered of a {on, you are very
fenfible the crown will be his right and not mine.
Lycurgus’s fifter-in-law was a very bad woman, and
very defirous to continue queen of Sparta 5 if you.
will marry me,. fhe faid to Lycurgas, I will deftroy
the child, and you fhall be king in your own right.
If Lycurgus had not curbed. his paflion, he would
certainly have punifhed this unnatural mother ;.
but as the Tife of the child continued in her power,
he pretended that he was very willing to accept
of this match, and that he had ways and means
to make away with the child, after he was born,
As foon as the queen. was delivered, it proved 3
fon ; Lycurgus took the child from the mother, had
him recognized king: of Sparta, and confented to
take the regency into his hands, till his nephew
came to age to reign by himfelf, and. feized this
opportunity, to change the Sparzan laws.
' Here, as,in effe¢t, there is every where elfe, was
a great number of poor, and fome few rich. Ly-
cu gus thought this unjuft, and. was of opinion, that
2ll the people in-the fame country fhould be equal.
Convinced as he was, that this equality ‘ was but.
jult and equitable,, he got together a ‘good num-

AEETY beg-
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ber of foldiers, and acquainted thofs who had great
pofleflions, that they muft ablolutely allow a Thare
of them to thole'who had none, and that he would
‘not fuffer any one 'to be mafter of more land than
‘another.  Well, ladies, what do you think of this
‘proceeding ? ’

Mifs Molly. Think? that he was very charitable
to make a provifion for all the poor. |

Mifs Bella. But, my dear friend, pray confider,
that this charity was at other's expence,. and thac
this can’t be allowed. What would you think,
amy dear, if I took a knife and faid, mi(s M/,
FH cut your throat, if you don't deliver your mo-
ney. ‘Here are poor,that are not worth a farthing ;
that is not juft, you muft divide your money with
them, and only keep your equal fhare?

Mifs Molh. Indeed, madam, I thould think you
a robber; that you might give your own as you
pleafed, becaufe it is your own ; that mine did not
belong to.you; that It was an injuftice to com-
pel me to fhare it in that manner. Why did not
he do like Mrs. 4fabie? 1 had three guineas, and
to be fure was very fond of them, till Mrs. dffa-
ble made me athamed of this covetoufnefs, upon
which F diftribured the money very frecly among
the poor.” Zywurgus thould have endeavoured to
bring the Spartans by gond reafons to divide their
lands, bur ought not to oblige them to it by
Toriod ¥

Mrs. dfuble. Alas! poor Lycurgus is condemn-
ed without hopes of a reprieve. I really think,
ladies, as well'as you do, that this was a wrong
ftep. * The law of nature is the ficlt of laws; it
forbids taking what belongs to another ; and this
law it is never Jawful ro break through. Iy-
surgus’s fayourice objely was thag equality, and he
T el R g e thoughg
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thought he might be indulged in every’ thing,
provided that all the Sparsans were rich alike.

Lady Charlotte. Had I been there I would have
come e¢ven with him ; he might Lave taken my
ands; but fhould have miffed of my gold,filver,and
jewels. I would have buried them in che ground firft,

Mrs. Affab’e. You would only have come even
with yourtelf, my dear, for he found means to
make” gold and filver quite ufelefs.

- Lady Charlstre. How 1o, Mrs. Affable ?

Lady Mary. Give me leave to account for it,
Mrs. Afables for 1 have read it this winter.
You know, ladies, that you cannot be fed nor
cloathed with gold or filver; money is only ufe-
ful to purchafe the neceffaries of life. Ljcargus
forbad under pain of life felling any one thing fox
gold or filver. Thofe, who had laid their money
by, were a good deal difappointed, and locked very
filly, as they did not know what to do with what
they had kept fo carefully. Ly-urgus, inftead of
the common money current before, made iron-
money, and diftributed it equally to every family.
This made every one equally rich, having an equal
fhare of land, and the {fame quantity of money. .

Mils Frizvolus. That might ferve for a timie s
there was then a perfeft equaliry, but this could
not laf long.  No doubt but there were at Sparsa
fome who had a better appetite than others, fome
who defired to be better drefled. Thefe mult frend
their money fooner, which muft fpeedily have
ended in numbers of poor. v

Lady Witty. Lycurgus wasaware of che fame dif>
ficulty, and had provided againft it in this man-
ner; no one eat at home. He evefted great
halls, where fifteen families: could conveniertly
mels togecher.. All found . their refpeltive fhares
of wine, oil, floyr, and meat, fo that po ong
Loss F conld
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could lay out more than his neighbour, and if’
one did not eat heartily, he was called a glutton:
and accufed of eating at his own houfe, before he
came, which was a great reproach.

Mifs Sophy. Who paid the cook, and the other
fervants ?

Lady W#itty. There were no fervants at Sparta,
ladies. What fervants we have only wait uporn
us, becaufe they have no othen way to fubfift;
but whete every particular was found in all ne-
eellaries, you may eafily judge, that they would
neither be fervants nor workmen. = All Tores of
work was done by their: prifoners of war, who
were flaves, and befides them there was many of
the Jbotes, a people of the territory of Sparta, ufed
as {laves, which gave the others the name of Llotes,

Mifs Rural. A ftrange fort of a country ! I al-
ways was told, that the Spartans were temperate,.
difinterefted, and virtuous, but far from being
fuch, they were not at liberty to be otherwife,
To be temperate, it is my opinion, I ought to
have liberty to chufe between a plentiful and mo-
derate meal; he is temperate, who prefers the lat-
.ter to the former. 5
_ Mrs. dffable. You judge quite right, my dear.-
To be virtuous we muft be at liberty to do thie
contrary, and forbear the ufe of that liberty ; but
I find fomething fll more thocking in the laws
of Lycurgus; and this was. the diforderly love of
their country infpired by thofe laws. Their coun-
try was the idol, to which they muft be ever rea-
dy to facrifice fair dealing, credit, humanity, and
dﬁ other virtues. Others become wicked, becaufe
they give themfelves up to paflions, arifing, it is
true, from a falfe intereft, but very prefling and
cogent.. ‘The Spartans were unjuft and cryel by

pringiple.. . BLl,
" Lady
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- Lady Louifa. But, Mrs. Adfable, I muft, with
your leave, affure you, that I know very learned,
and as vircuous perfons, who differ from you n
opinion. They look upon Ljcurgus’s laws as -a
mafler-piece, and the Lacedimonians as the greateft
nation in the world. Have not you conceived
fome_prejudice againft them ?
Mrs. dffuble. T muft fay, as lady Witty has dene.
1 will give you my reafons for my way of think-
ing, and fubmit them to your decifion.  Burt pre-
_vioufly I muft acquaint you, that things may be
‘underftood as phyfically or morally fic for the
end propofed. ‘ ‘
Lady Lucs. I beg you will explain this, Mrs.
Affable, for it is above my underftanding. .
“Mrs. Affable. The end propoted may be very
honorable, and ought to be kept in view by thre
“legiflator ; but the means employed for the fame
end may be different in nature, though conducive
to the fame effeé. Confidered under this light
_they may appear proper means, and fuited to the
lawgiver's intention, by which he may arrive
at the end propofed. The different means may
‘be thought zatarally proper, inafmuch as they na-
rally caufe the fame effe¢t. To make an odd
fuppofition, however not more inconfiftent, than
fome of the Spartan laws, and which may «be of
fervice to demonftrate that inconfiftency, put the
cafe of a perfon fuffering under a violent fever ;
and that another to relieve him from bis aa-
guifh, - difpatches him by immediate death, which
puts an end to his diforder, as well as to his life.
Taking away his life hasa connexion with the
end of the fever, as a caufe, and may be cal-
led a natural caufe toir; and naturally produltive
of that effe&, but as murther cannot by any
means be reconciled to the known and reccived
princie=
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principles of humanity and morality, notwithftand-
Ieg it naturally caufes the faid effect, itis morally
unfit; and confequently criminal. And hence we
“muft only keep in view the moral fitnefs refting on
~moral principles, asa folid foundation, and the true
bafis of well eftablithed goverments.

Lady Zucy. Exenfe My want of capacity, Mrs.
“Affable; T rake vour meaning perfettly with re-
“gard to matural and moral fitnels, but am Rl ar a
lofs what relation they have to Licurgus’s laws.

Mrs. Agable, It may be my fault in not being
clearer ; 1 will endeayaur to throw more light up-
on this fubjed. But pray, tell me, what did
Lycurgus intend by the laws he gave to the Syar-
tans 2

Lady Zscp. Fo form a warlike nation, that

“fhould be invincible, and add nothing to their do.
minions by conqueft; that is, to eitablith a com-
- Mmonwealth, that fhould always continue the fame
“without increafe or decreafe. :
Mrs. dfable; And what were the means he
‘ufed to fucceed in this projeét »
+Lady Zasy. He endeavoured in general to infpire
the people wich the greateft love of their country,
and ‘taught them, a5 an effential point of their
duty, that they muft facrifice whatever was moft
~dearto them, their parents, their children, and
their lives to the advantage of their country.

Eady Louifa - T have been informed, that this
point of duty is fHll in force every where, fo, that
Lycurgus was not fo much to blame. Bur I think

'We were told befides, that virtue was to be facri-
ficed to the intereft of the country.

Mrs. Afuble. You are in the right, madam, and
I undertake to Prove it.  Lycurgus to render Sparta
invincible would have all the Lacea’amolziaﬂ{ to be
complete foldiers. To thisend it is neceﬂargf to

ave
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have a ftrong and robuft body; not to fear fa-
tigues or pain, or evendeath. He maintained,
that thefe qualities were to take place of every
other, and that nothing was to be {pared forac-
quiring théfe accomplithments. The parents in
confequence of this {cheme were only to with for
children, which. they could bring up to be fol-
diers. When a child was born weak and deforin-
ed, he could never, faid they, be a foldier, he can
be of no fervice to his country, who only wants
foldiers.. As we are not to regard any thing, that
is not beneficial to Sparta we muft not have any
affeition for this mifhapen creature; he muft be
facrificed to the intereit of the nation. This un~
ferviceable child would live at the public charge,
and eat as much as would bring up and maintain
another able to bear arms. By this fingular me-
thod of reafoning, a weak and disfigured child was
killed, not to be a burthen; and from a prin-
ciple of obedience to the laws of Lycargus they
became cruel, inhumas, unjuft, and tranfgrefled
the laws of nature. Now you underftand me.

Lady Lucy. Yes, Mrs. 4fatle, this law was natus=
rally adapted to keep only fuch as were proper to
be foldiers, but was morally unfit, as coutrary to
“the laws of nature. :

Lady Senfible. Mrs. Affable will think me ex-
tremely bold; the lew in my mind is neither na-
_turally or morally fit for the end propofed. Why
did Zycurgus defign to form a nation of foldiers ?
That Sparta thould be invincible 5 but one fhould
think, that heads are more neceflary for this pur-
pofe, than fkrengch of body. What advantage .
could they obrain from robuft able bodied mem,
without wife heads to command them? The
ftrength of body is not fo neceflary for generalss
a brave and courageous foul may be placed in a
: feeble
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feeble body; among the children they deftroyed

many of them might have turned out good officers,
who were by this barbarity loft to their country
It was happy for the Lacedemonians, that this cruel
law was not obferved by the father of Apefi/aus.
He was king of Spariz, and paid a forfeit for hav-
ing married 2 little woman ; his fon Agefilans was
very litcle and Jame, but this child born lame and
doomed to death by the laws of his country, be-
came a moft famous commander, and the great-
eft king of Sparte. Perhaps many an Agefilaus has
been barbaroully killed in the cradle, and the
commonwealth has been deprived of great and
able perfons to’ the great difadvantage of the
ftate. :
Mes. dfable. *Tis an excellent remark, my dear;
-befides that, as  Mr. Rollin obferves in his hiftory,
it happens generally, that a child who was very
‘Wweak at his birch grows up to be robuft. . ‘
Lady Senfible. Ibeg I may be allowed to thew,
that all the bad a&tions of ‘the Lacedemonians are
originally owing to thislaw of Lycurgus. Give ear,
Iadies, to a molt dreadful account, that will prove
what I fay. :
The Zaotes were, as you kmow, treated as flaves at
Sparta; they were very numerous, for, as it was
obferved ‘before, the Zacedemomians followed no
profeflion nor craft. They were neither butchers
nor tatlors, nor bricklayers. They only minded
the military; the relt was left to their [laves. A
war fell out, wherein the Lacedemonians were in
want of troops on account of the fuperiority
of their enemies. They made their flaves in.
to foldiers, and promifed to give their freedom
to thofe, who fhould diftinguifh their bravery by
fome gallant ation. The ficuation of the Jotes
1 Sparta wias very miferable; and their defire of
: free-
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freedom from their heavy bondage, put them up-
on making the greateft efforts to ferve the pub-
lic.  The war being brought to an end, all the
flaves, who had performed fome extraordinary ex-
ploit, were fummoned to appear before the ma-
giftrates, that their names, with their military
atchievements, might be regiftered, and they re-
warded. Several thoufands appeared, who had
well deferved their freedom. Can you doubt of
their being made " free? Far from ir, ladies! The
Spartans reafoned thus upon the point.- ;
Thefe men, who bave behaved with fo much
bravery, have noble minds, and too great, not to
leave the commonwealth room to apprehend, that
their courage may prove fatal to Sparta. They
will certainly fome time remember the bad ufage
they have found among us, and'it is poflikle
they may defire to take their revenge. The inter-
eft of Sparta makes it ncceflary they fhould be
deftroyed ..’ But what is their crime? Pray, where
is the guilt of the children, that come weak and
deformed in the world ? We facrifice our children,
that ought to be dearer to us, from patriot princi-
ples ; what reafon can make us fear facrificing up-
on the fame motives flaves, who are of fo little
concern to us. In effeét, ladies, thefe unhappy
wretches were all deftroyed, whofe only crime

vas too much merit for perfons in their ftation.
Lady Louifa. There is an end of it! I have
done with Lycuwrgus, and his Lacedcmonians; they
are bears, they are tygers, or rather monfters
beyond comparifon; for the fiercelt animals
don’c hurt their own fpecies, and love their young

ones. -
Lady Ziolent. I have another inftance, which s
not much to their credit. A commander of theirs
feized the city of Thebes, though the Zhebans and
Spar-
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¢ans were in full peace. The former complained:
of theinjury; the Spartans condemned the proceed-

ing; the commander was fined in a certain fum ;-
but that was all; the Spartans kept pofieflion of

Thebes againtt all right and juftice. ;

Mifs Bella. Juftas if I had a thicf brought be-
fore a judge for ftealing my watch, and he fhould
condemn him to be hanged, and put my watch in-
toj his own pocket.

Mus. Afable. Exaltly- right, and an excellent
comparifon. Much more might be faid of the Zg-
cedemonians. I beg, ladies, you will read in your
abridgment of univer{al hiftory, 'and after that in
- monfieur Roflin what relates to them; then you
thall each of you tell me the remarks you have
made. At prefent lady Sewble will go'on in her
account of America.

Lady Senfible. We have faid, that South- America
is divided into feven parts; and have {poken of
Peru, the firft. The fecond s Paraguay, al{o call-
ed Rio de la Plata; from a large river into which
many others fall.  Rio de /a Plara fignifies the Sfil-
wer-river, from the great quantity of that metul
found in it by the Spasiards. This country is
{ubjett for the moft part to the king of Spair near-
er the fea and the rivers;. farther from land, and
where the Spariards have no ferctlements; the inha-
bitants are reported to be of a gigantic fize, and
canibals, thatis, man-eaters. The airis tempe-
perate and healthy, and provided plentfully with
all neceflaries of life, The Affumption is the ca=~
pital of that province of Paraguay, which goes un-
der the name of Riods la Plata.

The third part of Soath- America is known by
the name of Chi/i; ‘which fignifiesa cold coun-
try, and indeed the winters are {o rigorous, partis
cularly towards the mountains, thatr the lives of

the
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the inhabitants are in danger. The rivérs are.
frozen up in the night, and the ice melrs in the:
day. They have a large fort of fheep, that ferve,
inftead of horfes. This part is under the king of

Spain ; the capital is §. Zago. :

. Magellan gave his name to Terra Majellanica

The air is cold, and the land only abounds with

paftures and forefts. The inhabitants give them-
themfelves the name of Patagons, andare faid to’
be ten or twelve feet in height. They are very

little known 5 the Spaniards have no town in thofe

parts, but Natuelbuapi. :

Terra Firmahasa good wholefome air, except-

that parc near the /flhmus of Panama. 'The coun-

try isvery fertile and very rich. Here is the si-

ver Orenogue, whofe courfe is very near goo miles,

This country belongs to the Spaniards, and their

capital is Santa Fe de Bagota. Our next meeting we

defign to go through the remaining parc of Sourh-

America.

D ILALOGUE [ XIV.
Mrs. Arrariy, Lady Lucy, Lady Loursa, Lady

SINECERE.
Lady Lucy alone with Mrs. Arrasrz.

Tis fo long fince I have had the pleafure of a
private conference with Mrs. Jffable, that I
loit all patience, and determined to ftay no longen.
And I don’t know, that mils Zira will come
today; there is a4 great deal ado about her;
they talk of a very-advantagesis match, I
am
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am quite pleafed ; fhe is very deferving; and I
look upon this fettlement as a reward of her
virtue. - ‘ 20 £

Mrs. Affable. May one take the liberty of asking
what lady Zucy means by an advantageous match.

- Lady Lucy. What all the world means, Mrs.- 4f-
Jable, a gentleman of very great fortune, and a
good family. :

¢ Mrs. 4fable. You muft not confider all things
in the- fame light, that others generally do. One
may marry a very rich perfon, and of great rank,
and withal be very poorly married. .

Lady Lacy. "Tis very true, Mrs. Afable; 1 ought
to fufpend my judgment, till I am acquainted
with the charalter and behaviour of the gentleman,
who is defigned for her. But I muft own, that
though I am a ftranger to her fuitor, I entertain
a very favourable opinion of him ; for after all
Mifs Zina is very agreeable, though not a ftrik«
ing beauty. Shehas wit and good fenfe, - But this
does not appear to ftrangers, tecaufe fheis {o very
backward and timorous, that it is very difficult to
arrive at a knowledge of her worth. = All that is
feen is her particular modefty, handfome beha-
viour, and a particular care to find out all'occafions
of doing good. You may eafily judge, thar a
gentleman, who canonly know her by thefe out-
lines, and is induced to chufe her for a partner in
life, muft be a perfon of found fenfe.

Mrs. dffable. Lady Lucy concludes very juftly ;
indeed I have frequently heard a very advanrage-
ous account of the young lady and her family.

Lady Lucy. As to that, Mrs. 4fable, fhe has re-
ceived the beft education.  Her father, who was a
man of great merit, was himfelf her tutor, and
brought her up in the fame manner you do lady
Senfivle. She has told me, that when the was but

' fix
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fix years of age he ordered feveral pieces of differ-
ent ftuffs to make her choice out of, and gave hcr
eight guineas; here, dear Zina, he faid, this is to
purchafe you a gown. If you take this better
piece, you will {pend your eight pieces; they are’
yours, and you may lay them out as you pleafe.
If you pitch upon this other, you will not be quite
{o fine, but you will have a couple left. We
have now in our townthip a poor womans; her
hufband has been this long time out of order ; fhe
is mother to fix children, almoft naked, and who
will be perifhing with cold this winter. With the
two guineas you fave, fome warm cloathing may
be found for the poor children; they will pray
for their benefactrels, and at the laft day you will
hear thefe comfortable words from Fefus Chrift,
1 was naked, and you cloathed me «with your own clothes.
The good little girl was fo affefted with her father’s
words, that inftead of two fhe refolved to give four
guineas, and took fome meaner ftuff for herfelf.
He never mifled a day without putting in her way
fome occafion of doing good ; her mother, who is
as charitable as her husband, gives her the fame
example, though fheis not very rich. Laft year fhe
was informed, thata poor woman and four poor
children fhe had,  were in a ftarving condition.
Away fhe fets with her daughters to the place; it
was near Wefiminfler ; they crept up into a garret,
found the poor children quite naked upon ftraw 3
they packed them all up in their coach, and at their
return home cloathed the poor wretches. They did
more ; they fent the poor woman into the country,
and gave her five guineas; this fum enabled her

to fet up a {mall fhop, which has helped her to
an eafy livelilood. :

Vou. II. E _Mrs.
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- Mirs. Affable. You give me a' prodigious- ides:
of that family——But here the Iadies are, How
happens it?' lady Sincere is with. them.

Lady Sincere. Yes, Mrs. dfable, fhe is indeed,,
and come with a refolution, if you will give her
leave, to quarrel heartily with you.. You admit
thefe ladies to fee you in ths morming; you fay
tlie fineft things that can be to them, concerning
balls and plays, and are {o cruel, as to.exclude ma
from. your conferences, whicl I want more thag
any perfon, becaufein fhort, Mrs. Afable; 1 love
thofe diverfions to diftraion.

Lady Louija- Make the beft of your way from,
us, my dear ; take care to avoid all.our converfa—
tions. If you mind Mrs. Affuble, you muft of ab=
folute neceflity facrifice thofe pleafures for the mofk
part; I with fometimes I had never heard any
thing upon that head. [ gave myfelf up very ho-
neftly to a diftralted life; I wafted time withous
ferapleior remorfe ;. but thatis ever; Mrs, Af~
Jfabie’s leflons run in my mind, and.break in upon
all the fchemes I had formed for pleafure-and di-
verfion, and troublefome rofleétions affault me in
thofe: plices, where I ufed, to-meet with noething
but mirth and fadisfaétion. :

Lady: Sincere; I'll venture however. I told
you, that I was fond to madnefs of diverfiens ;
and ’tis.true, but Lam only. in queft of pleafure
to. be: happy and. contented. =~ Mrs. A Fable sives
us hopes. of another kind. of happinefs:; ’tis-all.one
to me; Iam very litile concerned by. what means
I am: pleafed;, provided . am. fo. On. the other
fide' I mean well, and have always found fome-
thing withis me, wiliich fuggelts to my thoughts,
that there is fome faulr in the attachment I haye
to pleafure ; could I diftover fuch pleafures againft

witich
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which my reafon could not excepe, thofe would
undoubtedly meet with the preference. ;

Mrs. Affable. That is, my dear, you will put
fto a fcale the fadsfa€ion arifing from a religi-
ous life againft that which the world affords, and
chufe which pleafes you moft. :
~ Lady Sincere. T think fo, Mrs. Affable; 1 can
rurr no rifque ; you affured me, that the pleafures,
which virtue procures, exceed thofe of this world.
My choice will certainly fall on tlie former. _

Mrs. Affable. T {poke to you of virtue, and not
of felf-love. Virtuous perfons are not to do good,
that they may be pleafed and {atisfied here, but
that thley may comply with the orders and comi-
mands of God; and God, who is all goodnefs,
makes amends by mumberlefs pleafures for thole,
that have been given up i obedience to his or-
ders. If you forego thefe pleafures to mect with
greater here, you become your own idol; and God
will not reward what you do more for your fa-
tisfaltion, than for his.

Mifs Zina. Mrs. dffable, thefe ladies are my
friends ; 1 may tell before them what has taken me
ap this morning. I'am fure it makes me tremble.

‘" Mvs. Affable. How ? no misfortune I hope?

Mifs Ziza. No, Mrs Affable; it looks more
like good fortune, and yet leaves me under great
frights. Iam to be- married foon. Mama. pro-
pofed to me this morning a match, a hundred times
more’ advantageous than 1 could ever think of, as
to intercft in this world. I know the gentleman,
and am pleafed with his perfon and charatter.
This thould fuffice, and yet I am quite giddy with
fear.

Mrs. 4ffable. Pray tell me whatit is you fear.

Mifs Zina. Every thing, Mrs. Affable ;. the du-
~ ties of the fate propofed to me crowded into my
E 2 thoughts ;



100 The Young Ladies Magazine,

thoughts ; they appear fo ferious, and of that
weighty importance, that I very much doubt of
my complying with them as 1 ought. In the
next place the gentleman is very rich;  this afflu-
ence of wealth may perhaps corrupe my heart. It

figure, and how cap I be fure, that I {hal) not con-
ceive too great an attachment to the world, and
thofe pleafures,which I attually now defpife? Yoy
muft allow, that my fituation jis very perilous,
and that it will be éxtre,mely difficult for me to
get clear of fo many dangers. \

Lady Sincere. This would never have come intog
my head. You fear being rich ; well, madam,
you may make a good ufe of riches.  This will
€nable you to follow your benevolent temper,
and to do a thoufand good things, which now you
can only defire to do, - ‘

Mifs Zina. Admir_ably well faid! but have we
not feen many examples of perfons, who with a
middling forcune were both generous and virtu-
ous, and, when raifed o a greater degree and
means, have departed from thofe amiable difpofiti-
ons? ‘Who can infure my not doing the fame » :

Mrs. dfable. 1 will, my dear mifs. When
God calls us to a flate of life, he gives us {uffici-
ent graces and helps to difcharge our duty. Some
dangers, no doubt, attend your fituation; but
then you have neither fought nor defired it This
thould guiet your alarms. Do you think it wil]
take place very foon ?

Mifs Zina. No, Mrs, Affable; 1 have not yet
given mama a pofitive aniwer, I begged a refpite
of twenty four hours before I determined, and
was refolved to rake your advice firft,

Mrs. 4fable. T am greatly honoured with the
confidence you repofe in me, and 1 will give yoy

an
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an anfwer. 1 have already obferved, that you
‘have not fought this match; you have moreover
‘great reafon to efteem itas a particular difpenfa-
‘fion of a kind providence. The match is con-
.venient for your family ; you are pl'eaf'ed with
the gentleman’s behaviour and chara&er. No-
‘thing more can be defired in any marriage. What
elfc yoa have to do is to obferve, whether yout
tempers will be fuirable to each other; you have
time for ‘it ; mean while be fure to give more
time to frequent prayers, and to redouble your
attention to the praftice of good works, that you
‘may obtain of God, that he will interpofe his

rovidence in raifing obftacles to this marriage,
if he fhould forefee, that it will prove a hinder-
-ance to your falvation.

Mifs Zina. I will obferve your dire€ions, Mrs.
Affabie; but I am very forry, that I have irter
‘rupted’ your converfation; and I beg, that you
will continue the di:courfe you was upon when
1 came in. ; : , His

Mrs. 4 ffable. In cur laft conferénce lady Lovifa
was to be let into the method of making the
day very tfhort and entertaining. And I fancy
we were upon the refleftions lady Lugy made in
getting up and drefiing.

Lady Lacy. But firft thefe ladies muft know,
that I'am a great fleeper, and formerly was very
loath to leave my bed. My woman was forced
to call twenty times before I could take leave
of the bolfter.

Lady Sincere. That is my daily practice. I do
not like going. to bed early; 1 ftay up as long
as I can without the leaft compaflion for my poor
woman, who fleeps as fhe ftands. As 1 have no
inclination to fleep, when I am got to bed, I lay
the fineft fchemes in order to get up betimes, but
MR E 3 I fall
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fall afleep and forget all; when 4 am waked.ig
the morning I neyer want a-reafon to lie Ionger.
A bad night; ag extreme drow finefs,; afancy,that
¥ am not well ; Thave nathing to do, thatreyuires
quick dilparch ; in thorr, I difpute with the pillow,
which almoft always gets the berter. Pray, lady
Lucy, how do you contrive to S€t up at a certain
hour? '
ady Lucy. Mrs. Afable fays we mufl leave our
beds as if they were on fire, I think to myfelf I
hear the voice of the angel at the Jaft day, when
he is to found the trumpet, and cry ou, arifz ye
dead, and come 1o Judgment. “This dreadful thoughe
1mmediately removes all {leepiness and foth, Then
Tfic up andy endeavour to confecrate the fieft mo-
ment of the day to God, by an oblation of my-
felf, and of all that is mine. In the beginning "I
found it very troublefom to rife as the clock ftruck,
T ) may ule that expreflion ; but ar prefent I am
quite uled to this prattice withons any manner of
uncafinefs. Whillt I drefs [ beg of Fefas Chbriff to
cloath me wsich the new inan mentioned by St,
Paul.  After this I make my prayer. .
Mes. dFuble. Favour the Jadies with telling them
in what your prayer confifts. .
Lady Lacy. Tt confilts in the a&s of religion,
which a Chriftian ought to make at leaft once a
day. The firltisan ait of adoration, that E R |
acknowledge God as the fovereign creator of hea-
ven and earch, my malfter, my king, and my fa-
ther, and declare, that I am bound to relpe& and
love him under all thofe different titles, ] rejoice,
thac I depend upon {o bountiful a father, I {ub.
mit to his divine will, and T excite myfelf to be-
lieve firmly, that whatever he thaH determine con.-
cerning me this day, and all other days of my life,
is for my good, becsule he s fovereignly good, and
loves nie. Mis
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Mifs Zina. Have you a-particular fet prayer
that purpofe?

Lady Luey. No, my-dear! 1 make this prayer
fometimes -one ' Way, {ometimes another, and s
‘my heart prompts me. After this I make an att
.of thankigiving, that is, 1 returnthanks forall the
favours he has bleifed me with, durtng my whole
life, and if any remarkable blefling 1 have receiv-
.ed occur to me, 1 am more particularly grateful
for that.” 1 thank God for not raking me out of chis
world ata time I had no thought of working my
falvation, and allowing me thisday t0 employ my -
{elf to thatend. “This thoughe makes me recolleet
my pafilife: alas! I think to myfclf how much
of my time have I loft? A fourth part of life is
now gone with lictle ar 1o application to the great
work -of fulvation, the grand affair for which God
has placcd mein this worid. I beg pardon for
hils neglett, and 1 own myfelf in his prefence {o
weak, 1o much diftracted, and fo inclined to evil,
that unléls he will affift me particularly with his
grace, 1 “hall-continue in this fad forgetfulnefs of
my falvation. 1 carncftly ‘befeech my God, in
the name of hisfon Fefus Chriff to grant me all
helps -and graces neceflary to promore this impor-
tant affair. Lo obtain my requeft, I offer to.him tlie
Jifeant fufferings of this divine favionr, ‘and unite
all'my a&ions to hiss; thus tnited 4 offer them to
God, and 1 make a “firm purpoi's‘ to comply his
day with all the duties of my ftate, in obedience
n his pregeprss I conclude with faying the prayer,
which Fefus Chrifi bas caught us with all-the efforts
1 can make-to fix my mind on the fenfe of the
vrords 5 without this iolence 'to myfelf 1 fhould
repeat the prayer without any attention.

‘Lady Lowifw. Tellme plainly, sy dear; this

k4 s
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is a long fort of prayer; don’ you find it fomew
thing tedious ? have you never any diftraGions »

Lady Lucy. T affure yOu, dear friend, that I do
not find the prayer long. At firft I found {ome
difficuley, my thoughts wandered every way; I
‘had not then ‘got into a habje of fixing my mind
properly; now that difficulty is perfe@ly mafter-
-ed.  Mrs. 4fable has fet me half an hour of pray-
er; I put my watch apon the table, and I think i
-goes furprifingly faft ; were T to follow my incli-
nation 1 would make a whole hour of prayer.
-There is fuch a pleafure in putting up our prayers
-to God; my heart is then {o content, and in fo
-calm a flate,” that I could fpend my whole life
without any uneafinefs in that holy exercife.

Lady Sincere. How happy you are, lady Luey 2
‘Xam notfo; half my time at prayer is fpent with-
out attention, and frequently appears very long ;.

but why does not God fayour me with the fame
graces>.. ., : ¥4 .

Mrs. dffable. T will tell you, my dear; hut to
fpeak more properly  Fefus Chrifl thall inform-y_ou.
No.one car ferwe 1 maflers, as we are aflured by
our Saviour. Lady Zucy has courageouily tenounc-
ed this world, fhe ferves only one mafter, who is
- J¢fus Chrifi;. and this liberal matfter, befides an in-
finite reward, which he prepares for her in another
life, beftows, as he has promifed, over and above,
ihe hundred fold in this for what fhe does for his
fake. & :

Lady Loui/a. You tell me, that Jad y Lucy has re~

nounced the world, you furprife me, Mrs. 4fa-
ble; fhe lives in it, as we do. We frequent the
-lame company, and, within a trifle, take the fame
diverfions. ‘

Mrs. dffable. 1 do not difpute it; in outward
“appearance you are near alike, but the difference
is
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is'in the heart ! Lady Lucy takes fome diverfions,
but you give yourfelf wholly up to them. Do you
think, my dear, that to arrive at the perfe&tion-of -
a-life truely Chriftian, it is neceffary to be buried
in a defart, and to lead a life altogether uncommon ?
This would be a firange miftake. The apoftle does
not fay, leave this world, but u/e this world as if
you ufed it not 5 for the figure of it paffeth away; that is,”
live in this world as not belonging to ir.- As the -
world and its maxims thall leave your heart, peace,
gladnefs, tranquillity, and happinefs will fucceed ”
in proportion. = You fee, ‘that Thave encouraged-
mifs Zina to confent to a macch, which will throw
her into the heart of the grand monde. 1 don’t in-’
tend by it, that-the fhall be of the world, and if it
pleafe ‘God fhe fhall live in it as a ftranger to it,
and by that means arrive at true happinefs in this
abode and empire, I may call it, of forrow and
the greateft vexation. I don’t impole upon you,
my dear; the degree of virtue, to which you ad-
vance, will always be the meafure of your happi-’
nefs, I will not deceive you, but refer you’
to yourfriendy® | ¥ 5 : :
- Lady Lucy. ARV Mrs. Afable, T am fHill at a’
great diftance from true happinefs. T ownThave!
never enjoyed fo much eafe and quiet of mind as T
do now, but I find, that thereare fill many diffi-
culdes to overcome,before I can be happy; hither-
to I have but made a vety little facrifice to that"
effe€. My heartis entirely fevered frony tumul--
tuous pleafures; Iam free from ambition, and~
would not - give the value of a pin to increafe my:
fortune ; and what is this, to be called a facrifice,
as if it was a great matter? Reafon, I really think,-
would have prevailed upon me to do the fame with-
out any motive taken from Chriflian Religion ;-
and-where ¢an the difficulty 1% to turn ong’s bacle”’
ik . i Gy . g@«‘
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to all thefe trifles 2 There are ogher: things which -
¥ muft ot our of my heart, and I find it will
bleed forely.

Mils Zina. Pray what can there be i your heart
that muft be rooted cur?

Lady Lugy. All created beings, madam, and I
muft begin with myfzIf. I paflionately love myfelf,
my relations, my triends; and this is a {tap tomy
being happy. ’

Lady Loui/a. How lady? is it necellary to hare
one’s felf, and all the world befides »

Mrs. dffuble. No, my dear; you muft loyve
youriclf; and all the world for Gad’s fake. This
Town is much fooner faid than done; and as lady
Lugy oblerves very juttly, the heart muft be TeRL
and bleed. It isnet yet.come to this with regard
to you, madam. In this great work we.muft pro-
ceed by degrees, and like the man, who had a
latge fpot.of ground to weed. When he furyeyed
the prodigious quantity of weeds, that covered the
ground, he was difcouraged from undercaking this
excellive task; he afierwards refleGed very pru-
dently, that there was no necefliry of doing it all
in ens day, aad perfuaded himifelf £o act as if he
had only che ewentieth part of this.ground to weed ;
this did pot appear 1o difficuls. e for £0 work,
and eafily compalled it ; ‘he undertook another part
the day followirg, and in {ome days time the
work was completely finithed. Tmitate this exarm-
ple. A total chunge of the heart is not the work
ora day. Take it ferioully in hand, it will go
forward imperceptibly, end you will ona fedden
be furprifed wich the grear progrefs you have
mude.

Lady Lonile Say what yon will, my dear friend,
this work will alwaysbe difficulr, and {o diflicule,
that my weaknefs makes me almed defpatr of fuc-
cods. Mis.
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- Mrs, Zffable. Xonare very right in thinking,
that you ave weak : it ds wery ‘true, -that if “you
was to undertake this by yourfelf only, you could
never Lring it about. I bave read, I cannot tell
where, of a woman, HFelicity by name, avho was
put in prifon to be devoured by beafts. She was
very near her time, and was actually delivered in
prifon. She fuffered a greatdeal,and broke out Into
lond crics. The gaoler fpeaking to ‘her, if yom
cannot bear your pains now, faid he, how will
you bzhave when youare tearing injieces by wild
beafts? That will be iguite a different «cale, the
woman anfwered, whend.am intheamphitheater,..
Fofus will fuffer in .me, and communicate his
firength to me. Ler ws day wich her, when we
fhall ienioufly undertake the great work of our fal-
vation, we fhall not work alone, hut Fefus Chrift
in s, andic will commumicate his flrengch te us.
But here are our, young Jladies; we will go om
with this matter at anether meeting.

Mifs Ziza. Pleafe to remember, that you have
pramifed to give .me proper inftrultions concerning
the means that are neceffary to avoid the dan-
gers of the ftate, upon which I am aboutto en=
ter by youradvice. ¥ fballatleaft lay thecon-
fequences of this advice at your door.

Mirs. dffeble. With a great deal of pleafure,
aifs ; we will put up our prayers to {zed, shag
he may inipie us, and then inguing ino thoke
means, youand I zogether.

E6 DI A~
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DABEQ QAL E N

Lady Wirry.

YOU" faid, Mrs. Affable, that we muft have -
recourfe to philofophy for a proof, that there -
Wwas no fitwation in life, wherein a man could be :
unhappy -paft all help and remedy. Now is a
proper time to keep your promife. 7
Mrs. dffable. 1 will endeavour to ftand to my.
~Wword.  But previoufly, ladies, . you muft call to-
mind, that we have proved b yond reply, that-
man was created to be happy.

Lady-Louifa. I have often had itin my-thoughts;
Mrs.. dffable ; and if ¥ could lbew, that this pro--
pofition contradis another- that js true, what
would you fay then ?

Mrs. 4ffable; T-wounld éxamine into 1t for ap-
is- certain, that two contradittory propofitions -
cannot be both true. : :

Mifs Bella. I don’t underftand this, . Mrs. Af=
Jable. :

Mrs. Afuble. Tt fhall be explained, my dear;

I fay, that 4 4 day 5 you fay. [t is not: Here are
two contradiftory propofitions, that deftroy each
cther; forit is impoflible they thould both be tries
If Tam right you are in the wrong ; if you arein
the right I muft be in the wrong. I fay, that
fuch-a-one is living ; you fay he is dead. Thefe
two propofitions consradict each other, and cannot
ftand rogether. Death js inconfiftent with life, s
life is with death,

: Mifs
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 Mifs Sophy. I take it now. When a propofition-
is true, the contradittory is falfe. 1 am but /ittle,
the contradiCory would be / ans not little. And as
it would be ridiculous to fay, that I am /i,
and at the fame time tall, I can conclude fafely,
that being /irtle I cannot bea tall perfon.

Mrs. Affable. Very well. We laid down for a-
truth, that man was created-to be happy. Lady Lou-
ifa pretends to know a truth as certain, which di-
retly contradiéts it. That is, lady Loui/a will-
have it, that you may be little and tall.

‘Lady Louifa. No, Mrs. Affable, I'don’t fay {o:
I fhould be extravagant if I did. I only pretend,
that if the propofition I advance be founded inm-
truth, yours muft be falfe. Do you believe, that
God has left menat liberty to a&t as they will, and
that he does not force them to do one thing, rather-
than another ? ;

Mrs. Affable. That with-me, my dear, goes for-
an axiom. It isa confequence of that other truthy
There is @ God. For if God forced the will of many
a1l the crimes committed in the world muft be im~
puted to him, -which would be to deftroy his good-
nefs.

Lady Louifa. You maintain, that God created
me to be happy, But here is my neighbour; a man
endowed with free-will, .who has taken it into his
head to make me miferable ; - to this end he. feizes
my eftate, takesaway my good name, makes me
odious and contemptible to all the world, my re-
lations, friends, and to thofe, whom I have loaded
with favours. This man forces me to drink a poi~
fonous draught, and ruins my health. God muft
either take away from him the liberty of doing me
all this mifchief; or.he has not created me to be
happy, fince he leayes this man at liberty to hinder
my bzing {0, - ety : g

Mrs, -
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Mers. Zgabk. Tr was you, lady Senfitle, who
maintained before thefn ladies, that there was no
condition in the world, ‘wherein a man could te
drretrievably mifrable Get off as well as you
an ; for my parc T won’t be concerned, and {o 1
,f;ave youto aniwer Jad ¥ Louifa. '

Lady Serfibte. I 4 notat all afraid, Mrs, Af-
Sable. Lady Lowify fers our upon a faife fuppofi-
tion.

Lady Loaifa. Wihar i that falfe fuppoficion ) IF
you pleale to tef} me, my dear? w

Lady fSwzﬁf!r%.-You,ﬁJxr;pofé, that every thing in
this ‘world can make us ‘happy, or unhappy; and
1 fland o' it, that ‘happinefs or miery fiiviifts on-
ly in the beart, and thar though all the men in the
world fhould ufe their joint efforts to muke me un-
'-imppy, they could -not eie& ther intent, unlefs 1
had a mind. :

Lady Louifa. Thar is really fomething, if it

could be proved ; if 4 man thoild this moment
take away your efate, pray telf me, would it not
make you very unhappy ? ‘

Lady Seufible. ke would asfar as Thad an inclie
nation to my elate; butif I was nat at all fond
of riches, what grear harm would there bein tak-
ing from me what gave me {o lictle concern?

Lady Lowifa, I cafily concéive, thar 4 rational
perdoa #s nor earnefR] y todefire great riches ; but
that is cut of the queition, I mean the neceflaries
of life, fo thar T ficyld be reduced to beg my
broad, or work harg for a fubfiftance.

Lady Senfid/e. And do you imagine, that to earn
2 livelihood by labour s a misfortune ? Haye you
mever {een in the coumy ry numbers.of people, who
toiled in the fields from morning till night, and yet
fung, werg merry, and had not the [eat unealy
moment ? Jeih

»

Lady
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Tady Louifa. They are ftupid creatures, that

never knew better.

" Lady Senfible. Therefore hard work is not to be
reckoned a misfortune, but your fancy makes the
- misfortane. If itwas really {o, it would be a misfor=
tune for the poor -as much as for you. Reform
your opinion, and it will appear the fame to you it
does to them.

Lady Loxifa. But how can this opinion be re-
formed ? 1 fit by a good five in winter; 1 have
good warm clothes; when it is fair m fummer [
go out in a coach’; if T walk, it is in thedhade ; is
it a matter quite indifferent to be with or without
thefe conveniencies, to be-exnpofed to the rigours
of the teafons, heat, cold, and befides to be in
want of very near halfthe neceflaries of life ?

Lady Senfible. Looklee, my: dear, our bodres
will be inured to any thing. 1 am very fure, that
with all your great care you fuffer more by heat
and coldithan chey, and that you carch four colds
fortheirone., When you have kept very clofe-in
a warm recem,you need only come out to the frairs
ro be feized with a cold, a rheume or defluxion ;
a Ture iproof, that'you fuffer more by cold in one
minate then the country labourers in the whole
day ; and you may reafon in the {ame manner
wish regard to cold. You go on tofay, thatthe
poor creature cannot procure half the neceflavies of
life. ‘The neceflaries are confined to a fmall com-
pafs. Bread and water is precilely the whole of
the neceflarics.  What is beyond this ftint is nece/=
Sary, by a {ud miftake, for fenfuality, gluttony, to
go on with a bad cuftom, and only centributes to
many diforders anknown to the poor labourers,
They are always employed, time cannothang up-
on their hands ; they eat with a good appetite;
bard work and temperance fealons their meals;

they
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they {leep foundly, becaufe they are wearied, they
have the pleafure of indulging themfelves with a.
little reft,- and  fometimes to a {mall degree of
floth. . They are ftrangers to vapours, melancho.-
ly, uneafinefs of mind, and all the train of mjfe-
ries, that wait upon floth and glutrony, and come
to a good old age, whereas a foft voluptuous life
thortens our days. Now, madam, you are at li-
berty to fay, thata man has it in his power to
make me: unhappy by. taking away my eftate,
and putting me under a neceflicy of living by my,
work, which procures me health, found fleep, a
good appetite, and eafe. - :

. Mrs. dffable. Iwas quite in the right to let you
plead your caufe ; you have done it.admirably. I-
will give you an inftance of this by way of far-
ther proof. Iknew a man,a near relation of mine.
He had a good conftitution, -and was very rich.
He lived like a rich man, that is, -he kepta very
plentiful table, {flept half of his time; the other
half was fpent in diverfions. Before he was forty
three years of age he had fuffered feveral fits of
apoplexy, and every year a ficknefs, that brought
him to death’s door. = He was troubled with co-
lics, {arfeits, indigeftions, want of fleep. But at
forty three years of age he loft all thatr he -was
worth ; as he had a numerous family, he was un-
der a neceflity to work for a fubfiftance. He got
up at four every morning, drank water only, and
many times had only bread to eat. What was
the confequence ? He faw an end of all his difor-
ders, and now, that he is feventy five years old,
is better in health- than I am. There is no quef-
tion, ladies, that, if the pleafures which are ob-
tained by riches, were put into a balance with
thofe, that are the fruits of poverty and hard
work, we fhould not hefitate one moment abous
' the~
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the choice, at leaft, we fhould make ourfelves ve-
ry eafy upon the lofs of our worldly fubftance.

Lady Louifa. I give up this article, Mrs. 4fa~
ble ; butI ftill have feveral others. For example,
.this poor man reduced to want, lofes the ufe of
his limbs, and is in an utter incapacity of doing
any work; he muft of neceflity beg for a livel-
-hood. Now I put the queftion; can any thing be
more wretched than to depend upon others cha-
_rity, to be expofed to the contempt and {corn of
the rich ; can there be a more miferable fitu-

ation ? : :
Lady Senjible. Here pride is the misfortune, my
dear; bur if I khow, that pride is the greateft of
evils, and if I truely defire to be freed from this
_evil, fhall not I find very fpeedy comfort in-a
firuation {6 well calculated to defeat that vice ? a
rich man defpifes me, becaufe I beg an alms; fo
.much the worfe for him; he is very unhappy,
-that he is {fo weak in his underftanding. = He is an
_obje&t of contempt himfelf, burt his folly does not
affe®t in the leaft the nature of my condition, nor
take from me the leaft good quality I may have;
nzy it may be of fervice, and put me upon ac-
~quiring {uch as T may want. if I am impartial
-1 may lay this man defpifes me for being poor ;
he is much to blame ; but did he know how great
a finner I am, he would contemn me much more,
and very juftly. How ‘often have I mal-treated
thofe, who had their dependance on me?: 'Tis
juft I fhould have it returned. Then 1 deferved
contempt, and met with praife ;. this is but a juf
compenfation. ; 5
Lady Louifa. Itake it tobe very true, that con-
tempt difquiets us merely in as much as we are
proud ; and we fhould be glad of an occafion, that
A8
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-is offered to deftroy ourpride; butif anyone fhould

alienate our:parents and friends from s 3 :

Lady Zucy. Oh! Mrs, HAfable, thisisa moft fen-
Aible article to .me; as: to the relt I could have
gone hand in hand wich lady Senfible, but what can
dhe fay to this particular misfortune

Lady Senfible. Help me out, Mrs. Jfable, 1am
come to the moft difficult part of the task I have
-undertaken. : .

Mrs. dffable. In truth, my dear, I fhould fcru-
ple giving you any thelp, you have difcufifed the
point too well to want ir. Do you think the
‘misfortune ispaft recovery ?

Lady Senfible. Not quite fo, Mrs. Afable; my
relations and friends are very reafonable; it may
ibe poflible for me to juﬁify my innocence, and
Tegain their efteem.

Mirs. Affable. And thould they be.otherwife, and
not admit the proofs you brought of your inno-
cency, would this be a fufficient caufe for your
‘being difquieted in mind ‘for the lofs-of their fa-
“yaur.

Lady Lucy. T fhould not grieve for lofing the
friendthip of perfons, whom I could no Jonger
efteem, becaufe they are unjuft; but nothing could
«comfort me for the wrong toey did themiglves ;
the evil would Jight upon them; and T thould
break my heaet for perions 1o dear to me. :

Mrs. Afable. You don't reflet, my dear; you
Hay, that you could not efteem thofe perfons, and
you 1magine, that you -would #ill love ‘thom.
%[‘bxs does ot hang ‘together. Among  fenfible
perfons friendthip and efteem expire togetlyer.

Mifs Zinz. Then we mult hate them ; were it
my father wrimother, or husband, wonld yon ad-
wvile gae.inthat.nanner ? ]

Mrs.
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Mrs. Afable. Were it the very laft of men, I
would not. Mind whatl fay, and endeavour to
take my meaning. When ‘God endowed us with
xealon, he undoubtedly defigned we fhould make
afe of that gift, and as he is the fupreme and
firlt reafon or underflanding, he cannot do any
thing contrary.to reafon. Whatever is worthy of
eftzem is amiable; and there is a natural inclina-
tion to love fuch objefts. But as we are corrupt
in geperal, and prone toevil, ithe love, which we
muit have foreach other, would be very weak-
ly fapported, if it only reflted upon qualities, that
depend of our choice, Hence God has given us
qualities independant of our will, and fufficient vo
ground a juft and rarional affe&tion in cther per-
fons. However wicked a creature like unto ws
may be, ‘it is ftill a creature made unto the like-
nefs of God, redeemed by the precious bloed -of
our Lord “Fefus Chrift, and defigned as well as our-
- felves to be eternally happy. No one is without
the refpettable title ofia.child of God, and of the
objett of his love. Can we be {o unjuft as to
hate creatiures, whom God ftill Joveth, and who
by the converfion of their heart to thim may be-
come objetts of his complacency ? Such :are the
motives, upon which the love of our neighbour or
chatity is founded, and fuch s the love that we
owe to thofe, whom we cannot eftcem. This
aggravates their defelts, and wndoubtetly makes
them more {enfible; but the {enfe we have of their
indignity, however wehement itmay be, cannot
affect our happinefs withoutr our fault ; ‘otherwile
we muft fay, that the happinefs of ithe fupreme
being is not perfe®, and that he mufl fuffer by
feeing the wickednels.of ‘man. :

Lad )-"
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Lady Lucy. This laft teafon convinces me fully 5
with me it is decifive, for it isa confequence of
this firft truch, There is a God.

Mrs. Afable. -What lady Senfible has faid, fhe
has fpoke ‘as a philofopher. The heathens have
difcovered by the light of nature, that poverty and
other things, that are mifcalled eTils, were ne
hindrance to happinefs. Bur what is there, that
we cannot fay, when we fpeak as Chriftians ?
When we begin to difcourfe on the gofpel,we thall
be taught by the oracle of eternal witdom, what
1s truely good, and traely evil. Adieu ladies. Mifs
Sophy, remember you promifed to bring your little
fifter with you; I fhall expett her byand by.

R R b BB g
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Mifs Sopn Y-.I

- RS. Afable, here is my lictle fifter Fanny.
: She would willingly thank you herfelf, but,
as the cannot {peak French, fhe has begged of me
to do it for her. :

Mrs. Afable. Come, kifs me, my dear; I hope
you will very foon be able to talk the language of
our {chool; fit down, and be very attentive to
what is-faid.

Mifs Sopby. We read yefterday a very curious
ftory; will Mrs. dfuble give me leave to repeat
it ro the ladies: '

Mrs. Affable. Very willingly, my dear, after
the ftories from theholy fcripture.” You begin,
mifs Be/la, :

Mifs
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Mifs Bella. Whillt the Jfraelites: were captives
in Afyria, a good king reigned in Fuda. He ferv=
ed the Lord, as Daw:id had done, and never de-
parted from his duty. He cut down the groves
confecrated to the falfe gods, and broke in pieces
the brazen ferpent, which the people adored. He
waged a fuccefsful war againft the neighbouring
nations, that attacked him, and uvndertook to de-
liver his kingdom from the tribute, that was raid
to the king of 4fjria. Sennacherib, king of the
Affyrians , being informed of his defign, came
againft him with a powerful army, which ob-
liged Hezekiah to pay the tribute again. After-
Sennacherib had received this money, he laughed
at Hezekiah, and, not content with this, fent fome
of his people to corrupt the Fewws ; by his order thefe
wicked agents {poke blafphemous words to them,
the Lord your God, faid they, has not power to refcue
you out of our hands. Thefe horrible blafphemies
came to the king’s ears ; Hezekiah rent his clothes,
and was more affeted with the injury offered to
the Lord, than the fear of lofing his crown.
Whilft this holy prince put up his moft humble
prayers to God, he fent to confult the prophet
Yfaiah, now that Eljfba was dead. The prophet af>
fured him, that he would be affifted by the Lord,
upon the hearing of which the impious king of
4/fyria redoubled his blafphemies, and had the au-
dacioufnefs to write them ina letter he wrote to
H:zekiah. This religious prince carried the letter
to the temple, and prefenting it to God, he ear-
neftly begged of him to thew to all the world,
that he was the almighty God. His prayer was
heard, and God fent his exterminating angel to
the camp of Sennacherib, where this meflenger,
and inftrument of God, {lew an hundred fourfcore
and fiye thoufand men. The wicked king of the

/z’_(/fj/riam
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Affyriars was: taught at his own coff, that it is
not {afe to try the-extent of God’s patience. He
eaped with thameinta his country; where lie was
murthered: by his two fons, whilft he was wog=
thipping: his idols. : 4

- Sometime after Hezebiah fell fick, - and: Jaiak
came torhim, and faid to himy, Thus faith the Lord
Sct thine boufe in order, for thou fbalt die: Hereupon
the king: mred his face ta the wa'l, and prayed:to
God'in the bitternefs: of his foul. The prophet
was going back, and got into the middle courr,
when God faid tohim, turmagain, and'fay to the
~king, the Lord hatly heard: thy prayer;  he will
add ro thy days fifteen years, and in chree days
thou fhalr go up to the temple. Hemebiak tock
the liberty to beg a'miraclein proof of the truth
of Jfatak's prediction. The prophet put this to the
king’s option, /ballthe jbadow go forward ter de-
grees, or go back tem degrees on the dial? Let the fhae
dosv, faid the king, return backward ten drgrees.
Not long after the king of Babylon fent embafla=
dors to Hexekinh with his congrarulation on the
vecovery® of his healtli; and the king of Fuda had
the vanity to invite them to a fight of all’ his
treafures. Then Jaiah fpeaking in the name of
God, who deputed and infpired him, faid, in pa-
mifhment: of your pride all the treafures you have
thewn ihall be carried into Babyln, and your iffie
thall be there in captivicy.

Mrs: Affable. Welll lady Loaifa, will -you find
fault again with my fevere morals, and” making
fins: of what is' very innocent? What harm in
thewing thofe treafures? Certainly none, if Hss
zekiah had only meant a civility, ora picce of
complaifance to the embafladors ; but as this ftep,
innotent in itfelf, was taken out of a vain hoaft
of his opulence and greatnefs; God, who is jealous
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of every mation of the hearr, would not let the
fault pafs unpunithed:

Lady Louija. God requires us tobe fa very exack

in our ways, that it may throw us inte defpair.
How many fuch faults thoul® | commicima day
I am really pleafed to- thew my treafures; that is,.
my diamonds, my clothes, and all that I am
worth td friends. I am pleafed, when they ares
admired and commended; and never had the: firi
thought of an offence:
- Mrs. dffable. And perhaps, my dear, there was:
fo offence in: fo doing; God alone: knows:your
heart; and how far you are attached to fuch baga-
telles. ‘The fafe way is to clear the heart fromy
all fuch affections. Go on with our ftories, mifs
Saophy.

PMifs Sopby. After the death of Hezeliah, his
fon Manafih. came to the thrane, when he was
but twelve years of age; and he was the wickedef
of all the ‘princes; -he made'his fon pafs through
the firc in honsur of the idols; he re-eftablifhed
the worlhip of the falfe Gads, and: placed them i
the temple of the molt high ; he dealt in: magic
and forcery, and-turned out a-monfter, that drow
Juda into the idolatry of theit fovercign. God, to
punifh-his crimes, permitted him to: be taken by
the Babylmians, who, carried:him into captivity iit
their. country., During his confinement he lifred
up his heart to God, and prayed fincerely to ol
tain forgivenefs. God, who never rejeéts the pray-
ers of a penitent! finter, however enormoufly he
may have offended; forgave.the offender,. and: pers
miteed. his: reftoration: tor the: throne: His firft
care was:-to- deftfoy the idols he had raifed, and
he continued. truely: faithful to his God the reft
ofihis.days.  Amen, the fon of Managel imitated
the fins of his fathér, -but was not fo happy: as

to
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to follow the example of his repentance; ‘he
was murthered by one of his fervants. - His fon
Fofiah walked in the ways of David,and conftantly
perfevered in the fear and love of the Lord. A copy
of the book of the law was found and brought to
him, to which this religious prince exhorred all his
fubje&s to conform their lives, but after his death:
they foon forgot the folemn promifes they had
made upon oath, to renounce the worfhip of idols.:
The Jews made no account of the threats de-
nounced by Féremiah, who prophefied at that
time; and having wearied out the patience of
the Lord, he {ent Nebuchadnexzar againft them,
who deftroyed the temple, and carried them™all
captives to Babylon. 'This fad event happened in’
the reign of Zedekiah. The Feaws remained in
captivity, till Cyrus took Babylon, who was employ-
ed as an agent from God to punith the fins of
Belfbazzar.

Mrs. Affable. If the former paflage has alarm-
ed us, this may remove our fears. ’Tis hard to
be . more wicked than Manafeh. And yet as
foon as he fincerely detefts his crimes, God not
only grants him the pardon he begs, but reftores
him to the crown, for which he had not made
any inftance. It muft be owned, ladies, that
the greatelt pleafure is to ferve a God fo good, {o
merciful. Mifs Mok, give us your account of
Belfhazzar. ;

Mifs Molly. After Nebuchadnezzar had deftroyed
the temple, he took all the facred veflels with him
to Babylm. This great city was afterwards befieg-
ed by Cyrus under the reign of Belpazzar, who
during the fiege, gave a grand feaft to the Lords
of his court, and towards the end of the enter-
tainment, ordered the facred veflels to be brought,
out of which he drank, and made his courtiers

and
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:and concubines drink out of the fame. At the
. fame time that thefe abominations were carrying
on, the king obferved a hand writing upon the
wall. His wile .men and aftrologers were not
able to give an interpretation of this myfterious
writing *. Some of the ftanders-by informed the
king,: that a man,. Danie/ by name, one of the
captive fews, was a perfon of great knowledge
and .penetration, who had alfo explained {ome
things to his father Nebuchadnezzar, which appear-
ed very obfcure. Belbazzar fent for Daniel,
who very freely explained the writing to him. .
‘Phe words were MENE - MENE, TEKEL,
UPHARSIN. Tbis is the interpretation of the thing,
faid Daniel/, MENE, God bath numbcred thy kFingdom,
and finifbed it.. TEKEL, thou art aeighed in the
balances, and art found awanting. PERES, #hy
kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Per-
fianst. . :
At the fight of the hand writing upon the wal}
the king was feized with fuch dread, that his
knees ftruck oneagainftanother. The queen his
mother hearing what had happened, came down
to the banquetting hall, and reproached him with
his fears, which encouraged him, though Daniel
had put him in mind of the chaftifement come
upon his father Nebuchadnezzar, whom God had
condemned, when his heart was lifted up with-
pride, and puffed up with his power, to become
like a brute for’ feven years, to be fed with grafs,
~and his body to be wet with the dew of heaven.

* Becaufe the words might be read with many different vowels
to the confonants, for thofe only appeared in the writing , but -
chiefly, for that every word was to be explained by a whole
fentence.

1 Vide Daniel’s Prophecy, chﬁp. V. ver. 25, 26, 27, 28,
s o S 1 F The
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The liberty, which the prophet took, did not of-
fend Belbazzar ; buc he gave his orders, and they
cloathed Danie/ with ftarlet, and put a chain of
gold about his neck. That very night Babylon
was taken, and Be/bazzar flain. Cyras, jointly
with Darius Cyaxares, his uncle, and his father-
in-law, fucceeded to the empire, and reigned
there. ' ,

Lady Charlotte. T have long waited for this pe-
riod of time, as Tam brought acquainted with Gy~
rus and Cyaxares by the abridgment I have of uni-
verfal hiftory. :

Mrs. dffable. *Tis a real pleafure to fall in with
one’s acquaintance.  You fee, my dear, the bene-
fit of an early application from a little one; had
you {pent your time in playing, whereabout would
you be now,

Lady Mary. I do aflure you, Mrs. 4fable, that
fince I have begun with hiftory, I {carce mind do/ls ;
I thould be glad to exchange them for books.

. Lady Chariotte. There’s one thing in that abridg-
ment, that puts me out of all patience. Many
fiories are mentioned, that are not to be tound
there. DMama has given me feveral volumes of
Rollin’s Hiftory, where the tells me I fhall meet
with all thefe ftories. . I fet about reading them,
but there is {fo much reafoning, and fuch a num-
ber of battles; Lord! itis quite tedious.

Mrs. Affable. Skip over the battles, my dear ;
when you are a little older, you will read them
over again. You have not all Rolin’s hiftory 3,
lady Senfible thall repeat them to you. She had
writ them all out herfelf; by that time fhe was
ten. X

Mifs Bella. - It is very happy for the Iady to
know all thefe fine things, I fhall be true]yl‘obé

ige
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tiged to you, if youw will give her leave to tell us
the ftories relating to Cyrui and Cyaxares; 1 have a ‘
great mind to'be acquainted with thofe princes,

Mrs. Afable. She 1hall, my dear, the irft time
we meet; we make an end to-day of what con-
cerns the Lacedemonians, - At our lafy meeting we
faid Lycargus's defign was to form an invincible
people, and that fhould make no conquefts. Lady
Wity ! How did he contrive to make them invin=
«ible?

Lady Witry. The ladies will pleafe to remember,
that the children were brought up to fear no pain ;
at the fame time they were taught to have a great-
er dread of fhaming themfelves than of death.’
Now if a man had run away in battle, or furren-
dered his arms, he would have been loaded with jg-
nominy. He muft not be feen any more at the
public halls, where, we faid, they took theirmeals;
every one was frec to infult him, to fpitin his face,
and throw dirt at him. ‘They avoided himas they:
would an infetted perfon,and thofe that fhould fpeak
to him were looked upon as infamous. By this
means the Spartans were a long time invincible ;
they might indeed have deftroyed their common-
wealth by killing all, but as long, as one kept alive,
he would have defended himfelf, and never given
up his arms.

Mrs. dfable. But how did he hinder them mak-
ing conquefts? :

Lady Witty. If the enemy took to flight, they
never were allowed to purfue. Befides they could:
not make conquefls, aslong as they obferved the.
Spartan laws.  They had, you know, nothing but
iron-money. Once they were out of Laconia their
country, how could they purchafe neceflaries »

F 2 Other
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Other nations would not have taken up with their
iron-money. i :

Lady Charlotte. Yet they went far from their
country, when Xerxes came into Burope.

Lady Witty. They did fo, and I have made the
fame refle®tion; I imagine, that as they fought
wich other Greeks for the defence of all Greece,
they were then furnithed with neceffaries.

Mifs Friwvolous. You faid, that the flaves only
were concerned in the feveral arts and profeffions.
Being ufed fo ill they could riot have very great
trade or commerce. Many of thofe flaves very
probably would never have returned, if they had
been allowed to trade abroad.

. Mrs. d4ffable. The Spartans had no trade ; _their
country afforded all neceffaries ; what was fuper-
fluous they wanted not ;- but had they defired any .
thing in that way, they were f{upplied by forcign
traders before Lycurgus’s days; after his Jaws, they
never fet foot in the country. -

Mifs Bella. Why, Mrs. 4fable? Did Lycurgys
make any law againft their coming into Lacoria?

Mts. Afable. Such a Jaw was needlefs. Mer-
chants fend their goods about only for money; as
nothing but iron was to be brought from Sparia,
they were fure to come no more. Lycurgus had not
only banithed trade, but arts and {ciences, whence
proceeded that afperity and harfhnefs, which ap-
peared very confpicuoufly in their virtues and be=-
havieur. ~In effeét, as I have explained to you,
arts and {ciences are the caufe of luxury, and, with
luxury, occafion imaginary wants and neceflities ;
but even thefe are links, by which we are bound,
and engaged one to another, and laid under reftraint
with regard to thofe, whote fervice or help may be
of ufe to us. Mils Seby; tell us the ﬁorylyou

1AV
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“have read. You mentioned it at the beginning of
our leflon. :

Mifs Sophy. There was a Turkifh emperor, wlio
defired to be poflefled of the kingdom of Hungary,
arfd to this-end fent an embaflador to the king,
that reigned at that time. The embaffudor, inftead
of coming with prefents, brought a confiderabie
number of afles loaded with corn. When he ar-
rived at the Hungarian court, he ordered the facks
to be untied, and the corn to te thot onthe ground;

*and addrefling him{elf to the king, if you will nor,
faid he, acknowledge the emperor my muafter as.
your fovercign, he will {fend as many foldiers into

" your country,as you {ee grains of corn before you.
The prince promifed he would give him an anitwer
the next morning ; mean while he got together a
prodigious number of hens and chickens. They
were brought to the place; and eat up all the corn.
Upon this the king fjoke to the T#rkifs embaflador,
tell your mafter, faid he, that my troops will deal
by his, as my hens and chickens have done with
-his corn. Asfoonas the Tuark received this anfwer,
he aflembled a powerful army, and fent his forces.
into Hungary ;5 but the king, who was forewarned,
had full time to prepare for his defence. A nar-
row and very difficult defile was to be pafled to
-enter into Huzgary; the prince {poiled the road; and
filled it-up with {fo many trees, that it was quite
impraétticable ; whereby the 774 having put his
troops to exceflive hard ‘'duty, and to no purpofe,
was obliged to retire.

Was not the Turkifh emperor a great oaf, Mrs.
Afable? If he intended to make himfelf mafter of
Hungary, he fhould never have given any notice
of his defign to that prince, nortime to ke guard-
ed againft his attempt. Had he come ona fud-

£ : den
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den wicthout any intimation of his intent, he
would have found the road clear and ready ; and
nothing could have hindered him fucceeding in the
enterprife. ~

Lady Szafidle. You don't reflet, dear coufin; is
1t lawtul to attack a prince without declaring war
firlk ? ~

Mifs Sopby. Why, my dear? it Hungary belong-
el to him, could not he feize his own without any
warning ? Where could be the harm ?

Lady Senfible. That would have been againft the
. leww of matiens, and a criminal breach of publick {o-
ciery.

Lady Piolent. Pray, what is meant by the /ow of
nations 2 1 don't underftand thofe terms.

Mrs. dfable. T will explain it to you the beft I
can, It is the law of nature. Before any laws
were made, men confuleed the law, which God
had written in their hearts, to decide what was
jult or unjult. This law being common to all,
was univerfally known, and is to be obferved
in all places. I will make it clearer by an ex-
ample.

T'wo nations are at war, and confequently have:
xight to deftroy their encmics. OGne of thefs two
defires to make peace with the other; how {hail
this be fignified to the other, when all cort efpon-
dence is interrupted? A provifion is made to this
end, by determining, that at all times men called
embafladors may be fenr, and that their perfons
‘thall be facred, thatis, that they fhall be {ife from
all danger, asthey are commonly fent e¢ither to
make, or to maintain peace fubfifting between
thefe nations. Thelaw of nature thews evident-
ly, that their perfons muft be inviolably fafe,
withour which no one would undertake the com~
niffion,,
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miflion, and go to the enemy. The intereft of

~all nations requires their perfons to be facred in
this manner ; and this is called the law of nations.
The fame- law makes it neceflary, that the em-
bafladors fhall not abufe the confidence repofed m
them by.the nation, which receives them'; and
here we have another branch of the law of nature.
We admit you amongft us, fays this nation, be-
caufe you . profefs coming with a good intention,
and for our advantage. On this condition you
are allowed ' to come Into our country, and
“to be fecure of all harm; but if you impofe,
and, inftead of endeavouring to concert a peace,
and agreement, you come to hurt the common-
wealth, you make a bad ufe of our confidence, and
violate the law of natare, that is, the law of na-
tions ; and we can juftly look upon you as an ene-
my, and demani fadsfa&tion from your principals,
and infift upon your being punithed.

The fafety and welfare of nations is the founs
dation of this law; and, from what has been
faid, the fame law enforces the neceffity of never
allowing any nation to attack another withouta
previous declaration of 'war; otherwife there ‘could
be no quiet, and we fhould be no fafer at home,
than in a foreft among a company of robbers. If a
prince may fall upon one treacheroufly, he has the
1ame right ‘to attack allthe reft; at this rate no
one could be fecure in the world, All nations
have agreed therefore, and enafted by common
confent, that no power fhall wage war without
declaving their intention firft ; and who break
through this law offend all nations by their con-
tempt of -this public and received law, the law
of nations. Now you-take my meamng, ladies,
and.you lce why the Zurk could not with honour at-

E 4 tack
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tack theking of Hungary, without previoufly de=
claring war., e
Miis Sophy. 1 am fatisfied, Mrs. Affuble, and
- much afhamed of the wrong judgment I made fo
+ haftily. :
~ Mifs Blla. Iam very forry, Mrs. Afzble, that
_you are a French woman ;, otherwife I would have
propoled a thought juft come intc my head.
. Mus. 4fable. Let us have your thought for all
that; you bave my free confent. Probably it
is {omething againt my country; in that cafe
I muft commend your good breeding; nothing
more unbecoming than to entertain a perfon with
_offenfive refletions on his country ; that is quite
rude and outrageous. But, my dear friend, here

~ the cafe is altered; we meet to learn, and not to-

give. offence; and' fo tell me freely what this

thought is and all others, provided I am at liberty
to contradiét, when I fhall think you are in the

wrong, Are you willing it thould be fo, my

dear ? :

Mifs Bella. Oh! to be fure, Mrs. 4fable; and

I will tell you honeftly what I thought. I.am forry

for your {ake, that the French have violated the

law of nations in dmerica, for ’tis generally faid,.
that they began hoftilities there without any de-

claration of war.

Mrs., djfable. Indeed almoft every-body fays fo
in Englard, but what is very particular, my dear,
every body fays the contrary in France ; and there
they think the faulc lies on the fide of the Englifs,
and that they began the war without any decla-
ration.

Mifs Bella. Tell me candidly, Mrs. 4fable, who
you think aze in the righ.

Mrs,
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Mrys. Affable. 1 aflure you, my dear, I know

nothing of it. I muft farcher tell you I have.
never examined the matter. This is a point,where
you can never arrive ata certainty ; if you were to.
read all that is wricten on both fides, and, befides,
you muit be fure, that there is no miftake on either:
fide. But how can we be fure of this? -For this
reafon I have refolved to fufpend my opinion, that’
I may not be unjuft to either nation. :
Mifs Sophy. Since we are upon this fubjett I muft’
give you my opinion ; and I have been in this way:
of thinking for no thort time. I fay to myfelf;.
poor Mrs. Afzb/e muft be fadly perplexed ; for,.
in fhort, you mufl love your country, And confe~
quently wifh France may get- the better; I am
very certain on the other fide, that you love Erg-
land, where you have fo many fcholars, thatlove
you entirely; you muft be grieved, when we meet-
with any difadvantage. . How can you coatrive
to reconcile thefe things 7 STV :

. Mrs. 4ffable. Nothing eafier, my dear; I am
glad however, that you have put this queftion to
me; which favours me with an opportunity to
teach you, how you are to aét on fuch occafi~
ons. But before I give you an anfwer, allow
me to ask another queftion. You don’t know'
that your mama and I are concerned in a law-
fuit. ~There arein a purfe one thoufand guineas®
a lady left me at her death. Your mama pretends-
that the purfe belongs to her. - Who do you with
the purfe ro2 -,

" Mifs Sopby. I am quite puzzled. I am fure
neither mama, nor you would advance any thing
againft truth. Still I muft love mama more than,
you; fo (you will excufe me, Mrs. 4fable) I.
muft with her to haye the purfe. . Wy

: Bl o Mifs
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Mifs Molly. Well! as I have not the honour to-
know my lady, I wifh for Mrs. Afable. '
Mrs. Affable. I thank you kindly, mydear; but
if after all the purfe did not belong. to me, but to.
my lady, you with very ill for me; there can
be nothing worfe than being poflefled of others
oods. :
& Mifs Molly. But if that money was not yours,
undoubtedly you would not defire ir. :

Mrs. 4fable. Trrut I fhould not ; but the cafe
is {0 intricate, that we both pretend to be in the:
right. My lady lockedup a purfe of one thou-
fand guineas in her duroe. T put in it at the fame
juit {fuch another with the like fum. Thieves ftole |
one of the purfes. My lady fays, they left hers’
and that the knows her own purfe very well; I fay
the fame of mine, which T think T Know as well.
How can the difference ‘be compofed ? 'Tis im-
poflible; we are atlaw; the judges will deter-
mine the caufe. ‘

- Mifs Raral. Mrs. 4fable is quite right in faying,
that it is a moft pernicious thing to enjoy another’s
property : upon which I muft wifh her to'be caft if
that purfe is not hers. -

Mrs. Afuble. Thatisreally withing like a friend,
who loves me well. T love my country, mifs Ss-
#%y, and as nothing can be more unfortunate, than
an unjuft poffeffion of goods belonging to others,
I beartily with the” French to be worlled, if they
claim what is not their own.

Mifs Belia. If I am to judge as you do, I muf¥
with the fame to England.

Mrs. Affuble. To be fure if you are a good
eommonwealth’s-woman. Remember, ladies, that
it is not the extent of, but the title to pofleflions,
which makes the happinefs of cmpires. To make

ol L ook unjuit
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unjult acquifitions is the greateft misfortune that
can happen to commonwealchs and kingdoms.
As I am not a judge of the juitice of the caufe
between - the two nations, I cannot determine
to -which I muft with fuccefs. My prayer is,
O God, who knoweft which fide has a juit caule,
- blefs that with viftoery; never permit me to
~mect with fuccefs, when I iball ateempt to
wrong my neighbour, either knowingly or thro’
ignorance; but rather let my preteniions be de-
feated. Grant the fame favour to my country,
my relations, friends, and to all thofe, for whomn
I am more particularly concerned.

I intended, ladies, to entcrrain you with a ftory,:
but it is too long for the time we have to day.
Lady Charlosse has made a very pretty tale, which.
fhe will entertain you with. ~After that we muft
talk about Nortd America, and at our morjing’s
mecting you jhall have che flory I promifed.

Lady Charlotte. A merchant failed to the Weft
dndies with his wife ; he had good fuccefs and grew
rich ; and after fome years he took thip- to return.
to France, his own country.. He had his wife with
him, two children, 2a boy and a girl. His fon
was about four years of age, and named Jobn;

bis daughter (her name was Mary) was a year
younger.  When they were half way of their paf-
fage, a dreadful florm came unexpeltedly ; the
pilot faid they were in imminent danger, as the’
wind drove them upon fome iflands, where they
muft of neceffity fuffer fhipwreck:. The merchant
upon this tock a large and ftrong plank, and faften-
ed his wife and two children tight toit; he would.
alfo have fixed himfelf to the fame,- but he had
not time; for the fhip immediately ftruck upon
@ rock, fplit in. ywo, and 1311 on board fell inlm

S the
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the fea. " The plank with the wife and the tiwo"
children kept the fea like a little boat, and the
wind carried them to an ifland. The woman:
untied the cords, and made up into the country
with the two children. ;
Now that they were fafely landed, the mother’s
firlt care was to thank God for her'and her chil-
dren’s prefervation ;- but ftill' fhie was in great grief
for the lofs of her hufband ; befides the apprehend-
ed, thac herfelf and her children muft perith wich
hunger in this ifland, or be devoured with wild
bealts. She was going on with thefe melancholy
thoughts, when fhe difcovered feveral trees loaded
with fiuit. She took a broken bough and beat {ome
¢ of the fruit down, which fhe gave the children, and
-of which fhe alfo eat. She advanced farther in
hopes of difcovering fome hut; but fhe perceived,
that {he was upon-a defart ifland. In her way {he
“found a large hollow tree ; this fhe defigned to be
tier houte for that night. She lay there with her
children, end the next day walked with them as
“far as they could; fhe faw {everal birds-nefls,
“and took the eggs; but finding neither men nor
dangercus beafts upon the ifland, fhe was refolv-
ied to {fubmit to God’s holy will, and do her beft
for the education:of her children. She had in
her pocket-a new Teftament and a common Pray~
er; the taught them to read-out of thefe books,
and brought them up to the knowledge of their .
maker. Sometimes her fon would fay, mama, what
is become of papa ? what made him take us
" from home to this ifland? Won’t he come for
-afs foon ? Children, the difconfclate mother an-
. fwered with tears, your papa 1s gone to hcaven ;
but you have another papa, that is our good God.
He is here, though you feebhim not; he itis, rh?}c
» fends
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fends us fruit and eggs; he will take care of us
as long as we fhall love him with our whole heart,

and ferve him faithfully.- When the children-.

could read well, they were much pleafed with
their reading, and talked of it the whole day.
They were alfo very dutiful, and quite” obedient
to their mother.

At two years end the poor mother fell fick, and-

was aware fhe was drawing to her end ; fhe was
very uneafy about her children,- but at laft fhe
was comforted with the thought, that God of
_ his goodnefs would provide for them. She Ry in

the hollow of the tree, and calling her children:

to her, Iam, faid fhe, at the point of death, dear

children, and you will be very {foon orphans, and:

without your mother. But remember, that you-
are not left alone, and that. God will fec'all that
you are doing. Be fure to pray to him every:
morning and. every night. Dear Facky, take
great care of your fifter Mol)y, don’t chide her,
never ftrike her. You are bigger and ftronger
than the is; you muft get fruit and eggs for

her; the would have faid fomething to Mo/ly, but”

(there was no time for it) fhe died.

The poor children did not underftand their mo=-

ther, nor could they imagine what the meant by
dying. When fhe expired they thought fhe was
fallen afleep ; they feared making the leaft. noife

for fear of waking her. facky went to provide fruit, .

and after they had eaten their fupper they: lay.-by
the hollow tree, and went to fleecp- The next
morning they were much furprized, that theix
mother was ftill afleep; they took her by the
arm to get her awake ; when they found . fhe
gave them no anfwer, they thought the was dif-
pleafed with them, they ericd, they begged par-

; : ‘ don,



134 7~y}é@2?angiédi’u ngaziﬁé,‘u —

don, and promifed to be very good and dutiful..
All to no purpofe; we may imagine, though they
could not, ‘that no aniwer could be had from their
dead mother. They continued {ome days in that
Pplace, tiil the corpfe began to corrupt. One
morning. Molly with a great outcry called to
Jacky, ah brother ! faid the, here age worms eat-
ing up poor mama ; this mufl not be Juffered; let
us take them off; come, help me.  Facky drew
near, but the Bench was {0 great they could not
ftay. there, buc Jooked out another tree for their
Yodgings. . ; ;

~ The children obferved punttuaily the dire@ions
they received frem their dying mother; no day
pafled withour putting up their morning and even-
g prayersto God; they had read their books over
{o often, that'they had them by heart. When they
had read their time out, they walked, or eHe fat
on the grafs; Facky would fay to his filter, I well
remember, when I was a very litcle one, that I was
in a place, where was a number of great houfes,
and many men; I had my nurfe, yoa had yours -
2zpa had feveral fervants; and you and 1 were
finely dreffed. Papa took us all on a fudden into
a houfe, that moved upon the water, and after
that, he very haftily tied us to a plank, and went
him{elf to the bottom of the ea, 1rom whence he
never came back. This is particular, Molly an-
{wered; butfince it was fo, it was God’s will ; you
know he can do all things.

Jacky and Molly bad been eleven years on this
ifland.” As they were fitting on the fea-fhore one
day, they obferved feveral blackmen coming in a:
boat to the ifland. At ficd Molly was frightened,.
and was for making her efcape;” but Facky cried
out, flay, fifter, don’t you know, that God ous
e . s fiE ks good
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good father is here, and will hinder thofe men
from doing us any harm ? The blacks were fur-<
prifed to iee thefe children of a different colour
from themifelves. . They furrounded them, and
fpcke to them, but to no purpofe; Facy and
Mo/l knew nothing of their language. Fack took
thefe favages to the place, where his mother's re-
mains lay, and gave them an account how his mo=
ther ceafed to.{peak all at once’; but they under-
ftood as little of his, as he did of their language..
At length the black men thewed them their boat,.
and defired them by figns to ftepin. I dare nor;.
fays Moy, thefe men frighten me. Be of good-
heart, fifter, faid Facky. Pata had fervants of
the fame colour; perhaps he is returned from his.
voyage, and has fent them to find us out,

‘They went on board the little veflel, which car--
ried them to an ifland not far diftant, and inha--
bited by favages. They all received them very.
kindly ; the king could not give over looking at:
Molly, and often put his hand to his breaft to et
her know he loved her. Moy and Facly learned.
their language very foon, and underftood, that the
inhabirants were at war with the people of fome
neighbouring iflands, that they eat their prifon--
ers, and “adored an overgrown ugly monkey, who
was attended by feveral favages, infomuch, that
the brother and fifter were very forry for being
among fuch bad people. Meantime the king was
refolved to make Mo/ly his queen, who told her
brother fhe had rather die than be wed to this man.
Becaufe he is ugly, replied Fack. No, fays the;
but becaufe he is wicked. Dont’t you obferve,
that he bas no knowledge of God, our good fa~
ther, and thar, inftead of praying te him, he kneeld
before that ngly beaft? Byt befides our book telld

. e



¥36 The Young Ladies Magazine,.

us we muft forgive our enemies, and do good ta
~ them ; and youiee, that inftead of this, he, like a
wicked man, puts his prifoners to death, and de-

vours them. : S
A thought is come into my head, fays Fack;:
if we kill this ugly monkey, they will be convinc-
ed heis not their God. Let us do better, faid-
Molly; our book fays, that God always grants what
we ask with a good heart ; let us go down to our
knees, and beg- of God to deftroy the monkey ;
then you will not be charged with it, and your
life will be out of danger. ‘
Facky thought his fiter reafoned well upon the
matter. They both fell on their knees, and faid
aloud, O Lord, who can’ft do whatever thou pleai-
eft, vouchfafe, if it be thy good-will, to deftroy this
monkey, that thefe deluded people may know
their adoration is due to thee, and not to that ani-
mal. They were yet upon their knees, when they:
heard a- dreadful outcry, and upen inquiring what
was the occafion of it, they were informed, that
the great monkey leaping off the tree, had broke
his leg, and, it was thought, beyond any poffibility,
of recovering. The {avages, who took care of
the monkey now dead, and who were a fort of
oriefts in his fervice, aflured the king, that Facly
and Molly were the caufe of this difaftrous acci-
dent, and that thé nation could never profper, nil
the two white people: had adored their God. Tt
was immediately refolved, that a facrifice fhould
be offered to the new monkey they had jult chofen
fo fucceed to the other,-that the two white -peo-
ple thould affift at the facrifice, and that Mol
fhould then be efpoufed to the king, but that in
cafe of refufal-they thould be burnt alive with the
books which they ufed,, to perform their enchant-
e nients.
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ments. - Molly was informed of the refolution taken,
and as the priefts reproached her with caufing the
death of the monkey, the made this anfwer, had
I, faid ihe, occafioned the death of your monkey
I muft, you cannot difpute it, be more powerful
than he; it muft be then an extreme degree of
folly for me to adore one, that is not above me.
The weaker muft yield t6 the ftronger, and con-
fequently I fhould rather be adored by the mon-
key, than he by me. However I will not deceive
you; it was nct I that killed him, but our God,.
who is the mafter of all created beings, and with-
out whofe permiffion you cannot hurt a hair of my
head. Thefe words highly exafperated the {avages ;
they tied them faft to piles of wood, and were pre-
pared to fet fire to them, when they heard, that a
great number of their enemies were come afhore.
They all ran to fight the invaders, and were over-
come. The vioriousenemy cut the chains of the
vi&tims deftined to the flames, and carried them
to their iflands, where they became flaves to the
“king of the country., They were daily at hard la-
bour from morning till night ; they faid. they muft
be faichful fervants for God’s fake, and believe,
that they ferved our Lord, fince their book dirett-
ed them to act in that manner.

Mean while thefe favages were frequently en-
gaged in wars, and, like their neighbours, they
devoured their prifoners. On a ‘certain occafion
they took a great number; for they were very
warlike and ftout. Among the prifoners was a
white man, and the favages feeing him very
lean determined to feed him, and fatten him
for their eating. He was kept chained in a hut,
and Melly was charged with the care of bringing
him what he was to eat. As lhe knew that he

: : was;
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" was foon to be eaten by the favages, fhe had =
great compaffion for him, and cafting her {forrow-
ful eyes upon him, fhe lifted up her heart to
God, my God, faid fhe, and my father, have mercy
on him! This white man, who was furprifed with
the fight of a woman of the fame colour as him-~
felf,was much more fo when he heard her {peak his
own language, and pray to one God. Who raught
you to Ipsak French, faid he, and to know God?
I did not know before this, the faid, the name of the
_language T fpeak ; my mother fpoke it and taughe
it me; as to God we have two books, from which
we have learned much abeut him, snd we pray,
to him daily. O heavens! the man cried out,
_is it poffible? Bur, pray young woman, could
not you let me fee thofe bocks ? I have not them
here, but T will call my brother; he keeps the
. books, and will let you fee them. She went out,
~and {oon after came back with Fact and the books.
The white man opened the books with-fome con-
eern, and finding on the firft leaf, this book be-
longs to Fokd Maurice, he broke out with ‘thele
words, ah dear children! have I lived to fee you
once more ? rome, embrace your father, and T
with you may give me fome account of your
mother. Facky and Molly fell into their facher’s
acnrs in a flood of tears of joy; at laft Facky
began to fpeak, my heart, fiid he, tells me you
are my father; yet I don’t know, how tis pof-
fible ; for my mother faid you went to the bottom
of the fea, and now, by what I underftand, Tam
fatisfied, that no one can live there or return
thence. Tt is true, faid the man; I a&ually fell
into the fea ; but catching hold of a plank I came
Aately athore in an ifland, and concladed yor
were loft. Facky gave then a particular account of
: all



DIALOGUE XVI ‘i4g

all that lie could remember; the white man wept
bitterly, when he found that his poor wife was
dead. Mslly was all in tears, but for another rea-
fon. Alas! fhe cried out ; what avails it to us to
have met again with our father, if in a few days
he is to be flaughtered and devoured 2 We muft cut
his chains, faid Facky, and efcape into the woods.
What can we do there, faid Fohn Maurice? The
favages will {oon catch us, or clft we muft ftarve
with hunger. Leave it to me, fays Mo/, I have an
infallible means to fave your life.

With this fhe left her father, and went imme-
diately to the king. When fhe came into the roy-
al hut, fhe threw herlelf at his feet, Lord, faid fhe,
I have agreatfayour to beg of you, will you pro=
mife to grant my requeft ? More than that, the:
king anfwsred, I fwear, I will. Then, faid Molly,.
you muft know, that the white man you have com-
mitted to my care, ismy fatherand Fack’s. You
haye determined, that he thall be eaten, I am
come to lay before you, that he is old and lean,and.
that he cannot be very good meat; but Iam young
and plump, and T hope that you will eat me inftead
of him ; all the favaur | beg befides is, that I may
be allowed a week to fee, and be with him, before
I die. ' Really, fays the king, you are fo good a
girl, that I would not for the world you fhould die.
You and your father boch fhall live.  Morcover T
muft tell you, that a thip comes yearly wich white
men to whom we fell our prifoners; we expett it
foon, and you fhall have my leave to depart. :

Molly gave the king her moft humble and grate-
ful thanks ; fhe alfo thanked God, who had inlpir-
ed the king, and moved ‘him to compaflion.- She
ran with the good news to her father, and fomé
days after the fhip mentioned by the black king,

‘ came
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_came to the road, and fhe went on board with her
father and her brother. They landed in a large
ifland inhabited by Spaniards. The governor of the
ifland hearing this adventure of Mo/jy’s, faid to him-
{elf, this young woman is not worth a groat, and -
is extremely fun-burnt; but is {o good and vircu-
ous, that the can make a hufband happier than riches
and beauty. He propofed the match to her father;
Jobn Maurice gave his conlent; the governor was
foon married to her, and he made a match berween
a kinfwoman of his and Fobn Maurice's fon ; they
dived very happily in the ifland, and often refleét
_ed with wonder on the myfterious and wife Provi-
dence of God, .who only permitted the daughter
‘to be a flave as a means to fave her father’s life.

Mrs. Affable. I ailure you, dear lady Charlotte,
that this pretty tale has affetted me very much.
‘What do you fay lady Lucy 2 ,

Lady Lzcy. In my opinion of this tale, there is
not one needlefs circumf{tance, and the whole of
it is wonderfully adapted to raife our confidence in
.God, and to promote in us a true love of our duty.
The lady has alfo found a way to give usa great
fhare of concern for two innocent perfons. This,.
I think, is all that can be expefted in a tale.

Mrs. Affable. Yes indeed,. ladies. Lady Lucy has
very judicioufly placed in one point pf Yiew all the
qualities required in a fiftion, thatis, in tales-and
fables.. Remember thefe well. I would have you
follow Iady Charltte’s example, and compofe fome-
thing. This will forma ftile, and accuftom you to
‘write your thoughts in foms order; but that you
may fucceed in your compofitions,you muft at once
both inftruét and pleafe. Thofe ladies among(t you,
that cannot make a little ftory muft write letters.
Nothing is {o unbecoming in a lady as not to kgow

‘ oW’
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how to exprefs her thoughts in writing ; but to have
a facility inthis way they muftaccuftom them{fclves
eariy to the praftice. Our lefion has been fo long
to day, that we muft put off geography to another
meetng. '

Lady Leuifa. T won’t forget the ftory Mrs. 4fa-
ble has promifed to prove, that there is no probity
or worth without religion.

Mrs. dffable. We will begin our next with that
ftory ; but however take notice, that, by a great
chance, a_perfon without religion may ftill preferve
his probity and worth. We have a natural love
of virtue, and this is feen in thofe, that are not at
all virtuous ; but the difordered love of our {elves
inclines us to depart from virtue, wherever we find
it neceflary to gratify corrupt nature. But feveral
circumftances may concur, where a man will not
find any occafion for vicious aftions to obtain the
fatisfaltion he has in view. Here he continues a
man of worth, where he hasno intereft to be other-

wife, and becaufe no one is wicked without fome

view or other. The ftory I have promifed will
prove, and thew at the fame time, that, if only
religion can maintain unalterabls worth and pro-
bity, nothing but religion can procure true happi-
nefs, and f{uch as thalinot depend upon the various
incidents of life.

“The End of the Second Volume.'_
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