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THE 

YOUNG LADIES 

MAGAZINE1 
D I A L 0 G U .E XVII. 

Mrs. AFFADLE. 

W E begin ladies with the ftory promifed at 
our ~lafl: meeting ; it is -taken from the AD~ 

VE , TURnR, but I give you notice, thatthe tranfla!­
tion is not very exaB:-. I left latly Senjible at Ji:. 
berry to add., or take off as D1e pJeafed, ::ind I wa·s 
very well fatisfied with what fhe did. The he­
.roine, or ;the chief character in the fiory fpea:ks 
herielf. 

'The Hiftory of F' 1 n E-L r A. 

I am a younger brother's daughter of a gentle .. 
man'sfamily; my father had a middling fortune; 
his inclination to pJeafures, when he . was young, 
hindered all thoughts of increafing his worldly 
fobfi:ance, by taking to fome 1-i-onorable profeffion. 
When he advanced more in age, he ff>ent the 
remainder of his fortune in the purchafe of a place 

A z irn 



, 4 The Young Ladies Magazine, 

in the government; which afforded him a fuf­
:ficienc ~rnd eafy fubfii1aftce. He married at the 
fame time; I was the only child by that mar­
riage; I lofi: my motl,~r, when I was twelve years 
of age; and my fat'her, who loved me extremely, 
would not trufl: any one but himfelf to improve 
my underfranding; his great affe.:rion for me, 
which undoubtedly blinded him, perfuaded my 
father, that I had an uncommon genius, and be­
yond what ufoally appears in o_ur fex ; and to cor­
re(pond with the intentions of nature, this was 
bis manner of expreffion, he thought he mufl: give 
me a different education from that,which is com:.. 
monly given to other children. He had Hudied 
well, and did not want wit, and fo was \:vell qua­
lified to take upon him the quality of my qJtor 
and governor; but, very unhappily for me, he 
was without any religion; he believed the foul 
as mortal as the body; this pernicious Jdea had 
corrupted bis morals, ahd made him a great liber.­
tine. He would not for millions have wronged 
any man of a fhi11ing, and had no fcruple of an 
·imrigue with another man's wife, becaufe, as the 
•fine fafhionable gentlemen fay, it i5 no fhame to 
have mifhe.fies; though the very fame perfons will 
tell you,that a woman,who is not modefi-,deferves 
to be icorned. 1\1y father had too much fenfe 
not to be convinced, that what was a crime in a 
womrtn, could not ,be without guilt: in a man; 
however as he was againfi my incurring the con­
t~m pt of others, he w.as refolved 1 fhould be im­
bued with his principles with regard to religion, 
as weJl as to morals. He would repeat incef­
faml y., that virtue was fo eafy, and afforded fo 

· much contentment to its yo caries, as to be their 

reward. 

.. Whilfl: 



D i A L O G U E XVII. 5 
Whil.fl: my father gave me thefe fin e ideas ,vich 

rerpecl: to morals, thou;h diametrically oppotLtc 
to his principles, he forgot nr)thing, that could 
contribute to fix me in thefe principles, without 
ever thinking that t!Lis contrariety could never 
fubtLit in a min-:!, which he was now forming ro 
a habit of refleEtion. All revealed religion with 
him was fupcrflitious, and only proper to cnilave 
vulgar fouls, infomuch that bis m~in rnre wa~ to 
clear my mind of foch prcjuJices. Though h~ 
confranrly recommended the avoiding of vie·, and 
the pracl:ice of virtue, his advice was fopponr~d 
by motives, th ~. t had no relation to the im mor­
tality of the foul, which he never once menrion­
·ed to me. Though he was filem on this i m por~ 
·rant article, an interior feeling, to the caufo of 
which I was a £1:ranger, did. not folfer me to look 
upon the moment of death as a total annihilation; 
°I could not think of what was to happen after 
death without fentiments of hope or fear. Now 
and then I put the LJUel1ion to my father on this 
matter; his anfwer was, tha t the immortality of 
the foul, wheth er true or falfo, was not to in­
'fiuence my actions, or give me any inquietude, 
fince virtue, which could make me happy here-, 
was certainly fofficient to make me fo herea fter, if 
any hereafter was ..... . 

Jvlifs Frirv:J/ous. Let me jnterrupt you. I alw-ays 
·took that to be an infallible maxim ; it has been 
frequently repeated ~o me; is it pofiible it ihould 
be a miH:ake ? 
· La<ly Tempefl . And I t hink, Mrs. Ajfahle, you 
·have often fa.id the fame to us. 

l\frs. Ajfable. I have fo I.a.dies, but not altoge_­
ther in the fame ienfo . Had we, to make an io1-
poffible foppofition, been created to be annih.ilate_d 
at che moment of death, we fhould certainly b·e 

A 3 mo.ft 
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mo!t mifer:ab.Je, as ev_e,:y lituati<:ln in .life i-s thick 
fown wich troubles.and vexations,which,only, the 
thought of the immortality o.f our foul can alle­
viate. A v.--ife man in this caie would exari1ine 
;u11onG tbefo different forts of miferies, which 
was t i1e mofh:olerable. Reafon woulcl convince 
hi rn, that, the trouble of overcoming our paffions 
1 :- ing l efs, tha.n the pains taken to grdtif y the fame, .. 
r he re can be no doubt about the choice. I' know, . 
th at it is to no purpofe for any one to attempt au. 
abfolute conqueft over our pafii,Jns, as tb.e arduous 
work is above our natural power, and .char it caa 
o.nly be .eerfrD~d by religious p_rincipJes under the 
influence of cljvrne grace ; but 1f this perfon could. 
not focceed in the a.rtempt, the difficulties might 
he fom ething lefs, w.:1ich fiill would be a or~at - ~ .point gained. The virtue of a heathen is to b~ 
yreferred to ~bandoning one's folf to v1C1ous in­
_dination~; this is the uefl: colour that can be pu~ 
_upon it; but this is_ far from being. fufficient to ) 
procure the happi-nefs, which this gentleman pro~ 
r1.1ifed to his daughrer; and thefequel of her bi­
flory will ihew wj1at tbe confequence was of her 
lofing the h.opes he had .given ber in relation t<;> · 
this· article. 

FrnELIA goes on. 

I mentioned the fenfihle impreffion,which I had 
.at firll of the immortality of the foul; but this 
grew impercep-tibly weaker and weaker, and at 
laft difapp.e.arcd entirely. Though my father had 
nor e-x preil-y opened his mind on the fobje&, yet 
it co.uJcl be eafily gueffed. I was fatisfied, that 

11e believed his being would end with his life, and 

. . 

that, if he di<l not ipeak plainly upon that head, 
he wanted terms to declare his thoughts cJear 'j 

to 
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fo me. I had a very high opinion of his know­
ledge, and a great r-efpeB:, as well as a tender love, 
for my father; this was enough, and very co­
gent to adopt his fentiments. On the other fide 
he had ·fupplied me with all the authors, that bad 
appeared againft ChriHianity; what need of more­
.to turn the brains of a young perfon only eighteen 
years of age, and without any help to fiand again1b 
the authority of a parent, on whom foe doted ? I 
Jofr him, when I was twenty; I loft my poor de--: 
iuded father., whofe pernicious le:!fons were at Jail: 
fo fatal to his daughter. His death brought me 
t ·o a condition, wherein j fl:ood in need of all my 
philofophy. The pla<:e, v,•hich had yielded us a 
fobfifrance till that time, was only for life, and 
with my farher I loft not only the foperfluous, . 
a.nd rhe convenient,. but all that was necelfary to 
fu'bfrfi. -An uncle of mine did not fuffer me to 
-continue lon<g ,in the fear :of want ; he took m~ 
-home, and .protefted ·he wouH always look npon-
·rne as 11is daughter. This uncle by my mother's 
fide was very wealthy ,and had by trade got his great , 
{ubfhnce, ,vhich had taken up the whole of his at· 
.tention. ·He had on1y that fort of wit, or rather 
inCT:infr neceffary to advance his forttlne b,y trade .; 
and his education had been E:_xtrernely neglecred. 
He fav., , but wii:h a g@od deal of tremble, that I 
fpent mott of my time in l;ooks; his troubfo 
was much increafrd., when he read their titles·, 
which appeared in his thoughts downright blaf­
phemies . He faid, tha t fore of books were only 
proper to make me an Ath eifr.. I offered to eX)- · 
plain my fontiments; for, as I thought myfelf in 
t!rn right, I ef1eer11e<l it a cr1me to d1fguifo my 
way of thi.nki 'ng; but the extent of his capacirlf 
could nc't reach the difference between a Dc1!1: and 
an .Ath1ti.ft. The ar.guments I _urg~d ,had no ciffcl,. 

A 4.. b.uc1. 
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but to convince him, that I was ·a. wicked woe) 
man, who, as he faid, neither believed a God or 
a devil. Being as he really was, a true honeft 
man, and a zealous Chrifiian, though more by 
~abit and p,•ejudice of educarionr than by convic:­
tion and reafon,. my principles gave hiTT\ unex­
prdfible concern. 1 bad very great obJigations 
to him, my dependance was wholly upon him ; 
Hill I was lefs frnfible of the danger I was in of 
foFfeiting his kind relief, than of the grief, which 
_affiiEted his honeH heart upon my account. My 

_ comfort w.as the tefi:imony of my confcience, 
which reproached me nothing. Where was the 
fau lt, thought I, in being above vulgar errors 2 
NI. y fathev'·s principles gained ground daily with 
me, and the impreffion made grew {hanger and 
fl-ranger, nor fo much by the arguments by which 
they came recommended to me from him, as ·by. 
the behaviour of my uncle. This is, I faid interi­
orly, beir-ig a good chrifi:ian ; I £hall foon he hat­
ed by him; his inborn g.ood mature would have 
:preferved me from any fuch danger, but fuper-
1l:ition has got the better of his amiable difpofiti­
ons, ar.id will foon fmother the calls of nature and 
humanity; I iball be quire forfaken. 

I was for feveral months in this moll: meJanz­
choly plight; for nothing is fo intolerable to felf­
love, as being under a neceifity of receiving rnn­
tinual favours from a pedon, who- has ceaied t(') 

have any affecl:ion or efteem for one, and a pev­
fon, that: I could not forbea r deipifing. My un.. 
•cle came one day to my chamber; he looked 
more cbearful than ufoal, and after he bad faid 
fovera l thipgs, which I looked upon as forerun.­
ners of happy tidings, he fignifi.ed, that he had 
a verv advantageous match to propofe, and 

. whic-b', he thoughr, I fhould have too much fenfo 
not. . 
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not to accept. This was a merchant I had fame­
times feen at dinner with us; he was neither 
young nor old ; his means were very confidcra­
ble, and he was very good humou red . Upon 
this bottom my uncle conceived he had great rea­
fon to be fore of my confent, and f~ much the 
more,becaufc I did not at all difpure the good qua­
lities he mentioned ; but, good as they were, I did 
not chink them fofficient for a man defigned to 

be a partner for life, and a maCT:er, and direB:or 
of my action-, a man, whom it v1as my duty 
not only to obey but to love; and 1 found rhac 
he was not a man, that would raiie t hoic fen­
timents; he had but a m 0 an capacity, no 

. delicacy of thought; his behaviour was co_ade 
and unpolite. My uncle was in the greacefi for­
prife, when I laid before him the motives, that in­
duced me to refofe this match. What do you 1 

mean, faid he, interrupting me with your deli­
cacy of thought, and unpolite heh~ viour? Ah 
child ! had you read only books, that wou Id ha vc 
t~ught you mo::leration and prudence, you would . 
tnlk more reafonably. But, very unhappy for 
you, your favourite reading has been in bool s, 
which are the readiefl: way to turi1 your brain, a'nd 
perhaps, aclafr, to ruin your foul. Now, indeed, 
I-fear I fhould wrong my conf1.-ience in accepting 
the kind afters of my friend in your behalt, and 
helping him to a wife fo filly, and alm0CT- a hea­
then ; but I 11:il I hope the bell, and that the un­
believing wife may be fanEtifi ed by a believing 
hufbsn-:l. Your objections ro the match are fo ri­
diculou s, that I cannot think you are ferious, when 
you make them. Don't tbink to impofe upon 
cne, that has lived fo long as I have in the \1,rorld. 
No, niece, never promife yourfelf, that you rnn 
do it; I fee the true R1.otive of this refofaJ; fome . 
libercin ha~ firuck '}'our. fancy, and you intend _ to, 
· · .A 5 match 
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match with him, that you may take your ruff 
coude without any refrraint in the broad way of" 
perdicion; but, if the advice T give you does not. 
refcue you from danger, I can at leafl: difouls all 
care of you for the fot~re, an<l {hake off the· 
hur-then of ~nf'wering for your perfon and your 
foul. You {hall either ::.ccept the kind offer of a .. 
wortb y man, who wiH be anfwcrable for your 
beh:1 viour, or y-ou fhall e'en cliii,ofo of yourfelf, ·. 
as you pleafo, for I am dercrmi.ned nor- to cc far­
ther concerned about you. Here 1 leave you;: 
t'tiink feriouOy on the lnppinefs offered you by a . 
kind providence; remember the affectionate and . 
render, manner of taki-ng you to my hou[e; this 
ought to give me fome power and influence over .­
ym.1, and determine you to follow my counfel. 
· He left me after this ha.ran gue , -and I conlider­

e<l very ferioufly the choice J had to make upon , 
this declarati,on.. I looked upon it,as a kind of prn­
fiirntion, .to d.elivermyfolf up to a man, to whom > 
I. could not give my heart; all my oaths and , 
p-roteftations of l.G47le would k ve ended in perju­
ry. Gn the other fide, in cafe of a refufal, 1 was 
to face all the horrors of poverty, and to 
remain without any proteB:or, friend, or relief. 
After ·deliberating fome hours I was determined . 
not co accept the o£fer, truely, .more from a prin­
ciple of confcience than inclin::ttian. it is true, I · 

' muft have offered fome violence to my nicentfs,. 
in accepr-in,g a husband, for- whom I _had the 
greatefi indifference; but: fiill as my affection was 
not preingaged, and l had a mild eafy temper, I · 
certainly thought J ·fuould be lefs unhappy in fol- • 
fowing my kinfo1an's ad~ic.e, than ex~ofing my­
folf to be a.bandcrned. by h11n ; but T alio thought 
I ·fhould be cruelJy tormented with remorfes for_ 
doing- what I could not in my opinio-n jullify. I 
was br:mght 1:1p,ras l faid before) with the action, 

tho. t · 
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that virtue -only could make us happy; and tha-t 
foch things, as are generaily looked upnn as evils, 
could not affect the happ.inds of a foul governed ­
by its duty, and enamoured with the charms of 
uprightnefs. Thefe principles were certainly true, 
if we talk of real virrue, and not of that, where­
of I bad conceived falfe Ideas. I refolved there­
fore to run all hazards, rather than aa contrary 
to foch no1.)le and praife - worrhy principles; I 
was even glad of an occafion to fhew the con­
tempt I had of the frowns or favours of fortune _; . 
my p,ride · was fhttercd. by rn y fieaclincfs; and 
thus I facrificed all the converriencies of life to a 
paffion; but 1 made a bubble of my/elf, and wa·s 
ihongly perfuaded, that I bad no other view, but 
to teach men, that the virtue of a fioic fufficed to · 
bear up againfr the grea_tefi: difficuh:ies . . 

I imparted the refolut10n ! had taken · to my · 
uncle, and allured him withal, that it ihould never- · 
hinder my continuing to iliew him all the grati•­
tude)and the greatefl:: refpecr, that Jay in my po\vet . . 
J.folemnly declared, that my refllfing to comply 
with" his de fire was not owing to a weak paffioh . 
for another perfon, but to the fear of hurting my 
confoience by an engagement, which it couH:f 
n0t approve; that the m atch prop.oied offered 
me great advantages, but that riches were not 
fo much efieemed by me, as to Jet them have · 
tbe preference to virrue, an:i to facrifice the Ja'!l: 
to the purchafe of the former; that a promifo · · 
from the lips I and not from the · heart, mufi: be · 
attended with guilt, - and .that J! could not ·wirh.;, 
out great injufl:-ice enter upon ·a .. concracr of foch -
importance, whilil: I found -that I was unable fo 

· dikharge the duties confequent to the ~ngage- · 
ment ; that'" I was not mi fl refs of rn y affec.l:ions; . 
~n~ , in, .ihort, that no -one fuould have my/ 

A~ 6-- h:im!; , 
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,hand·, who. had not before obtained the fidt pfa·re 
in my heart. . 

I was amazed, that my u_ncle''s paffion ga \!e 
· me room to make fo Jong a lpeech;. hue obferving 
his counteua.nce I foon perceived,. that his pailion 
·with-held his tongue. He began a.t Jal} to lpeak,. • 
but it was to load me with i:epro;:-.cbes. ; my re.:J,­
fcms he condem ned as rornant1ck fooleries, whid1 
h e believed. I gave nn credit to rnyfeJf ;. he added,. 

:that my only intention. was t •J impofe upon him, 
that I might have Jeifure,. and meet ·with lefs 

'difficulty to make fame unhappy ma.tclL It was 
'in vain for me to protefr, that I was not then in 
a mind to marry the perfon he propoied, o.c· 

.any other. He continued to think, that a young. 
_wornan at my time of life couJd net fo obfrinately 
·reject a husband, with whom ihe was to come • 
.into [o great. a. fortune, unlefs.ihe had fame other; 
. perfon in view. He called God to wirnefs of th.-e 
jufi reafons of his anger, and of my. ingr:.ttitude 
an.d. want of duty; and giving me a bank note of 

: £fry pounds, as the fa.ft token of his compafiion 
he bid me be gone our of hi~ houfe,. and never to 

: a ppear in h-is fight again. I called all my coura p;e. 
_to my afliihrnce to shank him for all pa.fl- kind­
. neffes, and wi.th a low court'sy I left his cham­
ber. I made .what hafi.el coul.:i to get my clothes 

,. t og_ethcr, and about an hour after went to a 
. :man's, who had beeu formerly my father's f~r.­
. vane and let lodgi·ng,s. The nex.t day I paid a 
· vifit ro a coufin of mine, be was fon to my fa­
. ther's elder brother; he h,".d inherited the greatefr 
part of tbe family-eftare, and in~reaied his for:: 
mne conliderably by marrying a rich heir e[s. As 
we had been very intimate. in my father's life-time, 

· and knowing bcfides, that he had been brought 
. 11p in the fame prjnc.iple~ tha~ l was1. I hoped I 

· ·· · · · iliould. 
. -

' 
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.fuould meet there with fome comfort and friend-
:fliip, if not re,ief. I gave him a rr,inute accoun.: 
of my adventure, and expected, that he would 
have applauded my con uc.1:; but the air of frorn, 
which appeared in bis looks, and increafed gradu­
ally as 1 was [peaking, convinced me how much 
I was mifraken. Wha.t evil fpirit, he faid, in­
terrupting me, has made a fool of my poor cou­
fin? l always took her before for a woman crf 
good ienfe. What nonfenfe to lofe your uncle's 
favour, and to be reduced to beg for refofing fo 
advantageous a match ~ and why, pray? becaufe 
forfooth you had no love for th e man you was to 
marry. Who are they, I want to know, that 
confult their own good liking in the cafo of mar~ 
riage? I have fifteen hundred pounds a year, and 
that leaves me more room ro humour my incli­
nations, than you have, tbat are not worth a 
:!hilling. I would not have you to imagine, char 
.either my heart or my ey e§. had aDy fhare in my 
marriage, I only thought of her fortune, thir­
teen thoufand pounds, which I had with her; as rn 
}1er face q.nd humour they never, orn:e o.me into 
queCT:ion. Vv ould I have given two pence for 
my wife? No faith! but her - fortune can pro­
cure me a ieraglio of beauties, and fatisfy my 
.inclination to whatever may be my pleafure. 
What matters it,- whether a husband or a \vife be 
amiable, as long as money can fopply what is 
wanting? You, dear couGn, had an opportunity; 
_you might have been miiheis of as ample a· for­
tune as mine, and have procured yourfelf ·what~ 
~ver yoq wante,J. Could yoa fancy, that, being 
_married, no one durfl: make warm addrefies to 
you? Quire contrary ; now that you are tingle, 
you will fcarce find a lover, whereas bei.ng mar­
ried you wo~ld fi~~ a fcore ?(6tl-\ eafe, in as. m.m:fu 

as 
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as they are out of clanger of ceing engaged far-
1:her than they_ ddire . You were for making a 
confidemhl:e figure in t he world, and picking out 
foch a. love r as romances defcribe; for, indeed, I 
<l.:, not chink you would have had any difficulty 
in managirrg, as you pleated, honefr John Cf roll, 
that was intended. fo r you. 

1\1 y indignation could not fuffet this fira-in Gf 
·converfation any longer. I got l!.P with a dif­
dainfol look , and was h~aving the mom-, when 
rny u nworthy relation, raking me by the arm~ 

- my pretty fatle couf:n, faid he, p_ut off tliofo 
fcornfill; airs, 1 know you., and have known ma.;. 
ny others. Lea V<; to foch, as ar~ b.rought up by 
priefis and nurfos, the fear of everlaiti ng fi1·es, 
end the dread of being c;arried away Ly th~ 
d-v-J, if th ey Efren 'ta the calls of nature,, 
which invites them to foad an agreeable life. L€t 
t-hofe vrnmen en joy the liberty 0f being fooliihiy 
virtuous ; you h~ ve too much good ienfe to fol .. 

. lo\v their example. You know, . that the period 
of your being is of a 1hort duration ; it is but 
reafonable to make your advantage of time, ancl. 
to divert yrmrfelf withot1t fcruple. 

He would un<loubred1y have gone on, but my 
paffion and rage was railed to the highcit pitch, 
I flung ou r of hi:. hands, and w ent our, afiur:­
i ng liim, · that he fh:iuld never have another 00-

cafion to intult my difhefs, and to folly my ima;. 
gination with his fild1y d.ikourfe; in effect, I re-· 
fol ved never to come near his houfc, and I froocl . 
to my refolution . 

Lady Louifa. An unworthy man! l\frs. Ajfah!e, 
How came Fidelia not ro By in his face? J ,fhoula 
~ertainly have fl-ruck the villain .. 

Mrs. AjfaMe. I fhcmld bave been tempted to , 
!flo fo .; ., b.ut-the frory_ is.- coo long_., wha,t remains · 

of, 



D r A L O G U E XVII. 1 

ofit, to go through it this day. We will have 
the continuation uf it the next ti.me we meet. 
· Lady Lucy . Oh you are very hare-hearted, 

1'1r,s. Ajfable. I juft long to know what will be­
come of poor Fidelia. Hitherto, fetting afi<le a ­
little pride, ihe is faultleis . I mufi own ihe had 
a wrong way of thinking with re/pea to religion, 
but that was the father's fal:llt and not hers. 

1\1ifs Frivolous. For my parr, I mufi fide with 
her in oppo(ing her uncle's will. Oh l it is the 
fadoefl: thing tha t can happen to marry a man 
one don't love. Are not you of my opinion, , 
1\1rs. Affable. 

Mrs . . Affable. Far from it, my dear; on the 
contrary I am perfoaded, that the love-matches 
run the greateft hazards of proving very un- '.. 
happy. 

Lady_ Lucy . Why, Mrs . ."1jfable? Would you 
have me marry a perfon, that I don't Jove, or · 
one.for whom t have an a verlion ? 

Mrs. A.!Jable. You muft not confound one 
thing with another. There is a wide difference · 
in not loviIJg, and p0fiti vel y difliking a perfon. 
I would rather adYiLe a young woman to peg . 
her bread, than marry a man, . to whom fhe is 
cp1ire a verfe ; but if foe has an eftcem for him, . 
that is gro_un<led upon her knowledge of bis aood 
humour, that iuffices t6 determi)le her to 

0
give 

her hand to him ; · and experience has :fhewn 9 • 

that more matches fuccecd in this wfty.; than ~ 
thofe that are made by inclination. 

Mifs Fr:<i'olous, I a.(fo.re you, A1rs . .Affable, that· 
I will never marry, unleis I have a very great · 
love for tbe -pe-rfon I foall take to be my husband., 

Lady Luc,1•. I am of the fame mind, and I mu{b 
jiJin with Fidelia; marriage includes a vow,. or 
Eromife to love a hJ,l~band,: He i$ a companion;~ 

.. we: 
/ 
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we chu(e, a mafl:er, a guide, that we take. The 
fubj ction would be intolerable, if we did not 
love the perfon. to whom we confent to grant 
all the authority comprehended in rhoie titles. 
· 1\!!rs . .Affable. Yes indeed, ladies, marriage' 
would be an infupportable flavery, unlefs you ' 
loved your husband ; hut I wi11 maintain, that 
a young woman, who has made a proper inquiry 
into the character of her future husband, and 
has conceived an efieem for him from the cba­
ra8:er fhe has difrovered, will infallibly love her' 
husban.::l.. I do not p.retend Jl1e ihall fall in love 
with him ; no, that is not necefTary fer the hap­
pineis of a married ftate ; but :fhe will love him 
~s a friend. that dcferves her confidence· jhe 

, ' 
v,ill make her happinefs confifl: in obeying him, 
and making hi!Il as happy as it :fhalJ be in her 
p0wer to do. 1Vlifs F,i,v_olous, -you will be fore to 

be to morrow at our pr-1vate conference, which 
I am to have with thefe ladies, and where thii 
point {hall be thor~ughly diicuffed. 

D I A L O G' U E XVIII. 

Lady Lou· 1 s A, Lady Luc Y, JVIifs Z I N A, Mifs 
F R1v0Lous,, Mrs. AFF ADLE, · Lady S1- · cnRli. 

Mrs. Ai: F A B LE. 

I Did not think proper to fpeak more fully of 
the neceffary dif poficions to ma*e the mar­

ri:iae irate happy. The younger fet of little la­

die~ will not want· infiruc\ion.~ on that -head thi~ 
: long 

- \ 
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fong time; but as the time draws near for mo.fl: 
,af you to he married, and two of you will very 
foon be difpofed of, I am highly pleaied with this 
occafion to give you my thoughts UfOD this fob­
j ec1:. 

1\1ifs Frivolous. You cafi: a look tow~rds me; 
ha~ any one cold you .I was going to be married ? 
. Mrs. Affable. Yes, my dear. I am gcneraHy 
one of rbe firfr, that knows what concerns 
·you all, as many as you are. They know I love 
·you, and that I am interefied for your welfare; 
·_your genera I confeffions a re made to me, and I 
know the next morning what has happened rn 
any one of you the day before. 

Mils Friri·o!ous. Pray, what . do they fay about 
me? Do not keep any thing from me. 

A.1rs . ./}.fft1ble. But how fhall I know, that you 
will not take it ill of me, particularly, if I ihould 
·perhaps fay any, thing, that may be difa_gree­
able to you before theie ladies ? 
· Mifs Frivolous. They are aJl my intimate frieFJds; 
I hope fo a.t Jeafl: ; you are free to fay what you 
plea!e before them. Befides, if the public ha.is 
.informed you e0nce.rning my behaviour, they 
very JikeJy know already what you have to fay~ 

:Mrs . .Affitble. You are much in tli e right, my 
dear i perhapi; ycu are the only perfon in town, 
that is not acquainted with what I am about to 

tell you. 
Mi[s Friv1Jlous. You frighten me, Mrs. Affable; 

th en it mufr be very public. 
It is indeed, my dear friend, and .among fo 

many that wi.fh you well, not one has had the 
coura.ge, not one has had the heart to give you 
a friendly notice of the town-talk. I muft in 
.all likelihood have a greater friendfhip for you 
th~n the re.Jr, fince I take the _difagreeable ra..~k 

upon 
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upon me, and run the hazard of forfeiting yoni-· 
efreem, and love of me, by what really ihould 

.make me more wor:fhy of it. 
J\1ifs Fri•7.:olou1. Na, Mrs. Affable ; you Iball 

not Joie my friendihip; to be fore I have many 
,faults , ·but 1 am not guilty of taking amifs the 
advice given me by friends with regard to my 
behaviour, when 1 have reafon to believe, that 
it is done our of kindnefa-and affection. 

Jvhs . Affiibli . I am perfaaded you will do me 
the ju fi ice to believe, th at it is oltt of no other 
n10cive, that I venture to put you in mind of 

.-rhings, that may he difagreeablc for you to hear. 
No fooner was it known in the world, tha.t 

: you honoured me with your company at our Jef~ 
fons, but people made themfel res very bufy i.n ­
acgu~inting me with your character. You was 
nor at aJl Battered in your piaure; and if I had 

-been fo inclined., l fhould ha v::e formed a moiil:­
difadvantageo'us opinion of you; hut as f am n0 · 

·fhanger to1:l:iis malicious work' ; . I fufpended my 
jJJdgment, a.i:id. I have ol;for-veJ you very frriftly 
to :find out how I was to form it. 

Mifs FrivoloU1. Well! what have you difcover►-
ed 1\tl rs. Affable ? 
· . Mrs. Affable. That for the moft part you was 
.not concerned i·n rhdr .imputations; but that 
withal you had .given too rnui.;h r.ooi=i-1 by ii:npru• 
dence, •and a leis guarded conduct: for their fram-­
-ing foch a judgment of you. I have come out 
with it at Jail, deareft mifa; I muO: juJtify what 
I have faid . I beg yo:i will hear me wirh at• 
tenrion. 

You are pretty, and you are not unacqua in tel'l 
wirh ir; you will be very rich, and all the wodd 
knows it. This is enough to let -loofe a crowd 
Qf jealous y~ung women agaiofi ym.1, · and to e_x-

uce. 
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..cite them to the mofr rigorous and fever.e inquiry 
i·nto your behaviour, and endeavour to bring you 
into difrepute. A very little reflexion would have 
taught you, that tbe advantages you bave muH: 
n a m ra1 l y produce this effecr ; and th is would have 
,engaged you to confine your conduR within much. 
narrnwer bounds, t ha n m:-i.ny orbers, . that no hoJd . 

_might be left for malice to take any 2.dvanrnge. 
No, in/1:ead of this, you [eem to ba ve cnterd in­
to a combination with your enemies, -as .if you 
.had lnid a wager, that you ,vouJd flip no oci:afi­
_o.n,w}1 ich might give them rQom to d.ifrredit you_ • 

. M1fs Frh;o/ou1. But my good God! Mrs. Affa-
1'je,· what fs there fo very extraordinary in my 
oeha viour ?· _ . 

Ivfrs. Ajfa/Jle. You fha11 hear. To begiID, you 
are extremely g.id..dy ;, next you a.re a coquet ·ofno 
r man degree. y OU!' head is · fluffed with dange-­
FOUS romances; I have obferved · them am0ng 

_your ·books. . Your th.oughts running upon no-
thing but amorous adve.nnures has made ¥OU con:. 
elude, tbat all the .gentlemen mruft be fern.ck. 
with your charms. I will go farther, ,YO'U have 
,~i_lliedit, ~nd. been.fa imprudent, as to let the1n . 
dticover this weaknefs. Laft fummer- you ha.p• 
,pened to be, whe1~e a great ma.ny foreign offi .. . 
cers were. Thc:::y are fparks by prnfeilion ; 
they vfod with each other, who fhculd ma~<:e you 
the finefl: and rnoft amoro1ils compliments; you . 
b-e li-e\'ed, ·that profofion of fwect words from 
thofe gentlemen wcrs attended with the grea tefl: 

• Jinceriry. Well! dear mifs, when they were by 
themfelves, your fimpliciry became a jefl: w.it11 
them , and they diverted one another with 
m aking you very ridiculous. A fonnight agQ 
I fell into company, where two of thofe gen­
tlemen vi!ited; l named. you as a perfol} 

. with 
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with a g~eat fhare of wit and merit; this was 
received witb great {hours among tbe com­
pany, as if I could not have fai,d -any thing more 
extravagant. R ea lly, faid n. lady to me, you 
are firangely pre judiced in behalf of your fcho­
lars; and nothing but the greatefi prepoffeffion 
could find any wit in the perfon you have men­
tioned. The o,rherday I was witb a very deierv­
ing young lady ,who takes pleafure in readi ng, and 

- is pro.vidcd v.1ith a good library; mifs Fri'7.•oku1 
came thither, and feeing fa many · books, buril: 
'but a laughing like a mad creature, an<l asked the 
Jady what :fhe meant with all thofe volumes. I 
read them with pleafo.re, . th.e other anfwered ; 
then fhe redou!1led her peals of laughter, and the 
animal, you have been praifing, prate Peed, tbac 
'th~ fight of her library was enough to give her 
the me.grim. 
: Mifs Fri-volouJ. Is ~t poffible this fi:ory fhould 
be taken up thus and carried abroad? Mrs. Af­
fab{e, I really was guilty of this folly. But you 
know I love books, and I was then with a Jady, 
'who ridicules all that underfiand fomething, be­
·:fides dreffing and detracling; I did this to mock 
'lier. 
• Mrs. AffaMe. You fee what it is to be in bad 
company. Half of your faulrs are owing to that 
caufe, but to return to the converfation, of which 
)'OU was the principal fobje8:, 

I know that 1he is very .filJy, faid one of the 
officers; but for all that, fhe would fuit me very 
well; fhe is beautiful, and moreover very rich; 
it would do wonde rfully well for me. 

But, his companion replied, you mufl: be un­
commonly bold to venture on foch a match. A 
-coquer at f venteen ieldom lays down that cha­
racter; probably you may not be yery jealous. 

I'll 
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, I'll tell you, fays the other; fhe is modefr in 
the main ; bur, if fhe goes on, ihe is not to be 
.trufl:ed. A_ woman, chat ieeks to pleafe will fame 
time or other meet with a perfcn, that will pleafe 
her ; I would fpare no pains to make her fenfible 
of this important maxim by frequent repetitions ; 
but, if I could not focceed, I fhould very foon de­
termine what I had to do. l\1adam iboulcl be at 
Fberty _to coqu~t it away as ihe pleafed with a fc­
parate maintenance, the leafl-, that could be al­
lowed; and I would take my pleafure with her 
fortune. 

Mils Fri<Volous. I could cry with vexation, l\1rs . 
.Affable ; I guefs the perfon who fee me off with 
this fine fpeech. Falfe man! he applauded all 
my follies; or e would have thought he was paf ... 
fionately in love with me. 

Mrs. Affable. Perhaps he was, my dear. Men · 
are dail~ in love with women they defpife. Love 
and contempt often meet in the fame perfon; the 
firfr, i.t is true, foldom la.frs long. But let us 
make an end of what was faid concerning you. 
I f1:uck to it, that you had wit, and it is very true_. 
Nature has endowed you largel y i11 that refi)eB:, , 
but her gifts have yet availed you nothing. You 
.are fl:ill ignorant, and gro[sly fo ; you love read­
ing, but your reading lies in triflrng filly books. 
You have never applied to any on e thing; if yo1,1 
can but gad from morning till night w~th ladies 
of your own way and humour you are fatisfied. 

_This fhould make you tremb le, my Jear; thofe 
mean ddpicable women, who, notwithfianding 
their rank, arc become the butt of all the low 
jefrs of the meancft r:1bble, all of them fee out in­
to the world as you do. 

Mifa·Fri,volous. Rather than ever to refcmqe 
them, I chufe to die on the· fj_,ot. 

l\1rs. 
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Mrs. Affable. I am perfuaded you do my dear; 

your will is good, -and comes from a heart, that 

is fincere; and confequemly you will fubmit to 

the directions I fhall give you for avoiding fo 

ureat a misfortune. The :firfi-, and the mofrim-

'portant, is to fhun bad company. 

l\1i[s f'ri-volous. I do afiure you, Mrs. Ajfalih, 

that amongthe ladies I frequent, 1 do ·not know 

one, b~t wliat is very modefl, and of unfullied 

reputation. 
Mrs. A.ffah!e. Yo.U are certainly mifraken; the 

ladies you fee are very modeft ; I am willing at 

leafi: to believe it; but th ey · have not the fairefi: 

chara&er; they are, like yourfeJf, unfettled young 

la.dies, who mind nothing but p1eafore, and ba ve 

.their heads full.of a defire to p1eafe; and that is 

more than fofficient to bring the modefteft wo• 

man into difrepute. On the other fide ex,:.mine 

yourfelf. V:/hat is the topic of converfation, when 

you meet? Your drefs, the gentlemen of your 

acqBaintaince, the intrigues of one, and the lo,·er 

of another. All this vain talk keeps up and feeds 

that inclination to trifles, which you rnuft abfo:.. 

]utely Jay down. Providence has thrown in your 

way a very eafy means for that good purpofe; it 

'has helped you to a yery agreeable acquaintance 

with thefe ladies; you bave for fome time flight­

ed them, but they will forgive your neglect, I 

.am fore. 1V1ake hafl:e, and without affectation, 

break off abfolutely with the others. Let it be 

done forthwith, I fay; you have not the 1eafl: mi­

nute to loie ; . you are within a very little of 

Iofing your charaB:er; and as much your friend 

·as I · am, principles of confrience will oblige 

me very foon to forbid rhefe ladies any farther 

correfpondence with you. 

Mifs 
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· Mifs Fric-uolaus. I hq,Ve heard all the re!l: wirh - . - -
:nadence~ but cannot be.ar:this lafr itroke. It fhould 
·1eem, by what you fay, that I am a.Joofe young · 
woman. 

Mrs. Affahle_. To difguife the truth would not 
:be acl:ing_the part of a friend. No, my dear, you 
~e not a 1oofe liver; you abhor the guilt ; · but 
Jet me repeat •it, you are in the road, that leads 
to flagicioufnefs. I could_ name half a- fcore 
]!J.<l.i~s, . who are become infamous in the fame 
way. Coqu_e.try, _as well as uniettiednefs, brings 
you to -the fame\; who efcape thofe dangers, ca.a 
only efr:a:pe ·by_rii.iracle .. Let us fpeak our minds 
freely. You are fcarce eighteen, and you have_ 
. .already had twQ fever.a 1 inclinations. V cry fortu• 
.nately for yoU:, yourdirfl: was for a man of'honour, 
who never thought once of. making an improper 
ufo of the. paffion, . which you had infpired to: 
him; now you have a iccond; the match is un­
doubt~dly fu.tahle; but you know a.s well as In')& 
ielf, that it daes not very much pleafe your fa­
ther, and that he will very .probably refofo his 
.confent, by which you will be e.xpofed to an in-
finity of difagreeable rep·orrs. . 

l\1i[s Fri'Vo/ous. As we .fp~ak with open hearts, 
,and ·great.fincef"ity; there• fhould be no d.iftem­
bling. 'l de{ire to be mar-ried, and for very good 
~eafons... J have loft my, ,mother; a,nd ;my, father. 
who is not in a condition to train me up in the 
world, is of courfe under a ne·cefiiry to ]eave me 
now,to the·c.are of one lady, then of another, and 
thefe two ladies .are not equally fuirable t0 my 
temper. Go out Jefs; you willfay; that is migh­
ty well, but I find a · good deal of trou.,ble and 
Nexa ti:on at, home ; my. younger fifier is my fa~ 
t.he~!s idol; ihe is mofl: ,tedious company. This 
makes me wiili.,L WASv fettled ; this is , the real 

· caufo 
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caufe of my coquetry, for I am determined n'ot 

to marry a man unlefs he love me, and a man, 

whom.I can alfo love. 
Mrs . .Affable. Extremely well! it is very fit­

ting, that you ihould marry a man, that you can 

love, but there is no neceffiry of loving him fidt; 

nay, that is really dangerous. I look upon you 

ro be too generous to marry without your father's 

confent. What will become of you, if your in­

c:1ination and his pleafure ihould not agree? You 

meet in company with all ·che rattle-headed 

coxcombs in town. You may find in the 

crowd one of thefo, that ihall not only amufe, 

but really affea your heart. \1/hat is to be done­

then? Y 01.1 mufr either be married to this rattle­

head againfr your father's will, if he refofe his 

confent; or, fooner or later, tear him from your 

heart under the greatefr rack and torture, with 

the mofr fenfible violence to yourfolf. H owever 

we will foppoie, that you may overcome your 

father by repeated importunities, and that he will 
Jet you have your fancy; you will marry with­
out knowing the man. Ir requires ferious re­

fleB:ions, and a great-prefence of mind to look in­

to a man's charaB:er and conduB:; and thought 

and prefence of mind are not the allotment of 

lovers. You will look upon your fpark, as the 

eighth wonder of the world; you will fopp ofe 

and imagine perfeB:ions which he has not, you 

·will excufe the real dcfec'cs he has. In your fight 

he will be all love and fubmiilion; you will 
fondly conceit this will continue always; and I 
could fafely f'wear all thefe appearances will va-

· nifh in a fhort time after the nuptials. This is 

certain, that nothing can lafr always, but fuch 

fenciments as take their rife from a wdl grc-und­

ed efieem. Your perfon is fuch as may infpire a 
paf-: 
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paUion; but your behaviour hitherto has not been 
ac all fie to raife a great efieem of you ; wh~nce I 
am very pofitive, that you can only ~x a giddy­
headed or vain foper.ficial thoughcleis man; and 
how c;n you depend upon fuch a character? 

I had a friend a moll: lovely perfon about fix ­
teen years of aoe. A youncr oentlema n, that faw 

_;:, 00 l ·1 her accidencalJy, fell in love with her, and he WJC 1 
him. As he was much richer, and bis father ex­
ceilively covetous, defpair was the fidl- and th e 
only relief he found in chis m-i!ifonune. Ile lock­
ed himfelf up in a remote cJolet, and \Vas three 
days withou-t meat or drink; by mere chance 
they found him; he bad fwooned a-way, and he 
wa.s with very great difficulty brought to himfolf;. 
this was being in love indeed . His father, to cure 
him of his pailion, fem him upon h:s travels for 
two years, but perceiving his inc'lination was 
ftronger than ever, obtained an order for him to 
be font to the Indies. He contrived to fee h-is mi­
firefs before his dc.parttlre, made tne thongefl pro­
tefrations of an eternal love, and begged, that 
fhe would not diipo!e of herfolf before three years 
·were expired, and tol<l her, that if fhe did not 
hear from him within that term, fhe might c011-
clu<le he was no more. Five years pafied with­
out the young lady's heating from him; fhe 
was known by the name of heautiful Fanny . .Mear1 
time a man of great worth courted her, and her 
confent to this match was extorted by the impor­
tunities and teizing of her family. She had no 
incJination, but a great el.teem for him, and fhe 
could not _forbear declaring, that he was every 
way q~ahlied to make her v_ery happy. The 
day before fhe was to be marned, :fhe received a 
Jetter from her lover, who had wrote feveral , 
that never came to hand. There needed no more 

VoL. Ill. B to 
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to turn her-head; fbe broke off her match, and 

her foiter having found means two years after co 

come back to France, they were manied. They 

adored, . but did DQt know each other. Half a 

yea.r's time proved abundant)y enol,lgh to open 

their eyes. The beautiful Fanny had. made fore, 

that her bufband would ahvays be her lover; ihe 
thought him very unjufr, wben the trani})orts, -

·which she had been accuil:omed t0, began to difap­

ped.r; ibc complained, ihe wept; the firfr time be 

wiped off her tears, and promiied to revive alJ rhc 

warmth of his fidl pailion. But as I have declared 

to you before, love is a t.ranfient affecl:ion, too vio­

lent to .Ja/1; and the happiei1: thing that can be­

fa1 lovers engaaed in marriage, is to find a ren­

der friend01ip f~ringing up from the afl1es of de­

parted love. This commonly happens, when a 

well gi::ounded efreem is the forerunner of love, 

and icarce ever is the cafe, where love and ell:eem 

have nm joined -to make their union agreeable. It 
v.r~s in vain for 1:he husband tq promife, and to ·at­

tempt keeping up to the raptures Df a bridegroom ; 

the in ucili cy of his endeavours to pleafe,disb.earten­

ed l1i m, and he grnw wea.ry of her complaints. At 
lafr _he hacecth.er; he bronght in . i:ivals, to whom 
he fhcwed rhe -li:lm0: -pn.ft10I1 he . once had for her. 
His behaviour had the effe.2-,. which might be na­
turaily expected; ihe ha.red him in her turn, and 

looke d .. upon the <lay of his death as the ha ppiefi: 

day of her Jife. Some years . after ihe mec by 
chance wrrh her lover, or rather the friend D1e 

wa~ upon the point: of marrying ; . and which i11e 

wa:; fr '.~9-uently for.ry foe had nN done ; he was 

thin aL.lHJt forty, and being our. of conceit with 
;h~ bufl:lti and boifrerol.ls pl.Gafur.es of the wqdd, 
·wa-c. ;n, quelt .of ;i rati0nal partner for th.e remain­

ee~ of. Jife. The bcf,l utijzd fanny ._had diJ.appear cl, 
.rnd. 
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and could not be known again, fo much fhe was 
altered. Guefs at hel' forprife, when her former 
lover prnpcifed to bring on ·again ' the match v.-hich 
ihe had broken off. iVfadan1, faid he, I mnfi: 
not deceive you; I am not in love, and very 
like] y never fhaH be. I make you a render of 
my friendlhip,- efteem, and an intire confidence; 
if t:1at will pleafe you, and if you are at liber­
ty, and willing co make me the fame offer, I 
hope to_ make you amends for all that. you have 
fuffered. · Fan11y, who .had fared fo ill ·with 1rove, 
··was determined co try the efteEts- of friendlliip·; 
fhe gave her· haI]d to her friend ; and ~hey ·~1-e 
now actually happy t,eyond exprcffion. Nor the 
lea.fl thud, ha·s evet· darkened·· the ferenenefs- . of 
.their days; their 1:riutua.1 ::dteEtion "iricreafes' coh­
tinuall y, and their C"onitan t pra ycr is, tfiar-- they 
may end their Jives_ th·e fame day, not to feel the 
torture of a life, which,' after fepa:ration, neither 
could bear. ,· 1 

J\Iifs Fri'Vo!ous. I can~ot underfrand how a 
young woman can be happy with a man older 
than her1e1f. '~ · · 

Mrs . .Affaqle. A ma~ that is only eight years 
old_er than bis wife, is as young a,s fhe is, if things 
are well underfl-00d, or young enough for her; 

' and chis ihould be a· fl-anding rule. 'If~ fricod 
fhould ask tny ad-vice, l i11ould cautiorl her aga1riil: 
a man, that was not at Ieafi: twenty eight' o'r ·rhir­
ty year old. Before that age a man's chafacter is 
noc come to a: c;onfifteilcy,it is not formed i ·~tli­
ons are frill • in their foll force ; and ·one ...:can 
frame no idea ,of ,vhat may lrnppen. ,., ' 

Lady [;uc-y I agree with you in opinion> ,Mrs. 
Affable. When I faid, that I 1wo6ld "'not1 chufe 
to marry without love1 1 wanted terms to explain 
my ideas. By love I nieant a 

1
friendfhip' al"ifirtg 

B z from 

♦ 
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_from a jufr efieem, and, to ufe Fidelia's \Vords, I 
,will never give my hand to ,any man, that has 
pot the firfi place in my heart . I alfo jam with 
.her in regard .to a delicacy of fentiments or paJfi • 
. ons, and unpolite behaviour. TAat coarfe rough .. 
nefs to me appears intolerable in a perfon, with 
whom I have chofen to fpend my life. That 
defell: breaks our on a11 occafions., and I cannot 
blame F;delia for ,refufing a h.usband fo unpo.• 
Jifl1ed. 

Mrs. Affahle. Obferve.t mifs Fr.h;o/o·us, the diffe­
rence, which different forts of _books produce in 
'the mind. Lady L,ury, who only reads ierious 
books, has not even the idea of the .fooJiih pafii.­
on, whicn inceffantly .rakes up your thoughts., 
p~caufe yo.ur ,romances reprefent it agreeably, and 
_fee i.c off to a.dvantage, though not as it is in it­
felf. A mcdefi and prudent yo.ung woman, far 
.from feeking the occafions of admitti,ng the filly 
weak paffion into her heart, avoids it with care., 
.,a nq fpa.res .no pains to keep herfelf free to receive 
.. a hus~anµ fn;i;n the b.aI)._ds of her p,are.n.ts without 
repugnance. . . 

. Now I muft anforer fady Lury. Providence has 
~placed you in a fi.tµation, wh_ere you can marry as 
you pleafe, .and as you .:vnih. You are in the 
,nidfi of plenty under ,the eyes a.nd care of af­

. fecl:io.nate parents, who Jove yo1,1, and w hofe aim 
is chiefly to make ;:ou happy. Nothing prefks, 

. that you fhou1d be m ha.fle to marry ; you have 
:time and jeifure to chufe a.ccordi.ng to your .mind; 

:and y~µ _will_ do w.ifely not ~o enter J.Jpon. an en­
gagement, nll you meet w1.th a perfon who reu­
nices in himfolf both rhe am.iable and efteemablc 

:qualifications. P rrovidence foems to give you 
,tlnt lib~rry by the firuation you fiand in , fo 

· much to xour adyantage. F:'ddia 1s cafe, anc.J. of 
a 
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a: thoufand others, differs widely from yours. 
How many young women are by their circum­
fiances obliged to other laws, and cannot follow. 
the fame rules? and not to depart from our ex­
ample, prudence, her condition, and the certain­
ty ihe had, that ihe could Jive contentedly with 
a man, who only wanted fome exterior accom­
plifhments, {hewed plainly, thdt providence poim­
e:i crut this m1rch for her. Th~ qualities, that 
are w~rrhy of efl-eem are never to be overlooked ; 
better a rhou(and times to fiarve with hunger; 
than be married to a man without honell: princi­
ples ; but where there is worth and probiry, in 
Tifany occafions a young woman is not to infol: on 
the rerr. 

Can you think in good earncfl, my dear, of 
finding a man, that is entirely perfect, and witl1 
whom you can never have any crois to foffer? 
You mifl:ake gr-catly, if you flatter yourfelf with. 
fuch hopes. The beO: foited, ~nd the happieft 
matches are not without trouble am.I pain ; and 
here the eaie a!1d fatisfac1:ion of married perfons 
depends upon a mutual facrifice of their hu­
·mours, and a reciprocal patienc,e with each other£ 
defects. Fidelia 1hould have concluded, that pro~ 
vidence r~quired her accepting the n'latch offered, 
fince ir offered .her no ocher means of foppon 
in her difrrefs; by which :fhe would have a void .. 
ed the misfortunes, wherein fhe afterwards found 
herfelf involved. I on1 y fay this in general, for 
nur.nberlcfs circumfl-ances frequently alter the 
ca1e. 

Vie mu.ft make an end. Mi[c; Frirvo.'ous, I hope, 
will find fom e benefit from our conference, and 
I Drnl I fpeedil y hear ft om the public, that {he 
is reformed. 

l ,. B 3 Mifs 
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Mi(s F.rivolou.r. The pub.1tc will take care enough 
to repeat .my follies, _ but I ,may becpme fo much 
a fai.mt as to be qu_itE; out of.farther notice. 

•• .. . rl(c.s~, ..tljfu.b!e .. . P11rdoo me, my .dear; I mufi: 
fay \-vith J1Htdarn de Sevigni ; the world is neither 
filly no.r un.j.,i.fr. , It a.bates of. the good, it makes 
large aodition~ .to rJ1e b.a:i p.lrt of characl:ers. But 
perfons ~. c:qu;;time:i wich the world, may make 
-a toJerabJy exacl: calcuJation;, and in the main 
you may rely ,o_n _ the judgment of the pubiic, 
making forne allowance eicher way. 

D I A L O G U E XIX. 

Mrs. AF FABLE, 

.l. 

Y OU _ may. remember, ladies, that we had 
,no .time for .geegraphy when we met Jafr. 

That omiffion inufr be made up. Begin lady 
SenjiMe. , 

Lady Senjible. I am now to fpeak of the land of 
the ,/Jmaz.oru • . The .air is.hatter than in any Gtb~r 
part of America ; ,and~ y,et thei:-e are truitfo I fields, 
:e!peciaJiy , near . rhe · rtvers. It is thought they 
have gold.-mines, .as t11e favages often bring fame 
with them. · Hitherto no one has found his v.ray 
·to. die interior: parts of _the eoun.try. Here are 
no towns. 1 .The riv.er of the Amazons cro!fes the 
country, arid the' inhabitants, who live without 
,hiefs or law.s, are canioals, that is, as we have 
obferved before, man-ea·ters. 

As to };J_o.rth. -'Jmerica,it is uncertain whether it 
is a continent, or a vafl:: penin/u!a, as no perfon 
has gone quite through the country. The 1imiq, 

as 
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as far as is yet kno-wn, are thefe. It is bounded 
on the north by Hadfall's frreights, and a bay _of 
1:he fame name, or the Chrijiiana-fea; whac lies 
-beyond is not known ; on tht eafr by the North 
Sea, and th:eHl:hmus-of Panama; in the South 
by the gulf of ftlfexico, and the South-Sea, the 
fame fea is the weil:ern boundary. 

Lady fY.itty . .Bi.It why not gee farther up into 
the country as they are there ;i 

Mrs. Affable. This has be.en attempted fovcrai 
.times; and.•many_ pretend, that A,r.erica is con­
•tinent to Ajia, or is only feparated from it by 
11reights. Several have endeavoured to find this 
paffage through Hurijon's bay, but were il:opt by 
·mountains of ice. The paffag-e by Jand is a ~ 
,difficult; as the ex..crerne part's of iVCJrth America lie 
within the Frigid ZoHe. 
· l'.,ady Cha,-lotte. When I was a very little one 
l read a, book, I ha<Ve fof"got: t-he- name, but I 
think it wa_s a P.oyage• of th{l Hollanden. Their 
wyage ·wa9-to the North of Europe-, if I remem* 
ber well, a:bout or near the i1rc-ighrs of ffl(~?,at:~. 

All on the fodden t-hei1.• Di.ip was hem med in widi 
ice on al1 udes; 1:l-:iere were heaps of it! like moun 4 

ta i-flS , infomuch, tba•t there wa~ no getting bad· 
or forward- Tl\ey; were of ne~efiit:y to qll-it th~ 
fhip; they came- into· N'(,,va Zembla, and, tock 
with them what they en'l:lld carry out? of t•he fhip; 
they even cut their ili-ip, in pieces, a,nd _brought 
flff rhe planks. Now in that country thei:e are 
very large white bears. One of thele <;arried off 
a Hollttnder-, and; tore him co bi-rs ifl che pn~fence 
-of his, companterns, whe were not i1-1 a c.Qndition 
to defend him from the cruel beafr. Tfocy fa w 
very well, drnr they mu-fl wait for the melting 
of the ice ;_ they made a btit in t:1e ground, and 
· cove.red it with planks, in form of a houfo. 
. B 4 The 
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The cold was extreme, and they kindled a coal":' 
-fire, which had like to have iinothered them; 
tbey got out as faft as they could to breathe a lit­
tle air ; after t!i is they conrri ved a large chim­
ney, a nd lived feveral man ths under ground. 
They killed fome bears and foxes, which they 
eat, and made th emfelves clothes and caps with 
the skins, which they wore with the forr inward. 
Tbev were fome time without a vifir from the 
beH;, who very likely took the opportunity of 
croffing over to another country upon the ice. 
\V!iat w;1s mo(t terri ble during th eir fiay, they b;id 
one continual night; the fun was on the orb er 
fide, and only gav e rhem a few hours of twilight, 
rh~t is, a fort of light, foch as we caIJ the break 
_of day. V✓imer now drawing near to an end., 
the bears returned, and attempted to come down 
their chimney, which made the1:n difpofe fe\·eral 
guns in foch manner within the chimJ?.ey, tha.~ 
t he bears trying to go down, made them go off 
snd kill themfeJves. At lafl: when day came af­
te r this long night, they came out of their bur­
;.-ow, and built a boat with the planks of their 
fo:p. Before they left this wretched place they 
fe t ·down the hiftory of their ad venture upon a 
.lar.ge pofi: of wood, that it might be of fervice to 
~ny one, that D1..oul 1 come by the fame misfortune. 
After that, they went on board; fevera l died in 
the voy::ige, b~ing overfatigued; the refl: arrived 
very fafe, I think, at Amjlerdam, where they made 
their entry in d1eir furrs. 

Lady lvla1y. Oh dear! this is quite fi ightful., 
Mrs . .A.ffahle. Do you think there is any hu­
man creature there? 

J\frs. Affable. There may, my dear. Former­
ly the <Jarrid Zone was thought to be without in­
hal,irants on account of the exceffi ve heats ; yec 

it 
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it is very populous. If God has placed inhabi• 

t ams under the Po!e1, he has provided th em bo­

dies able to fiand the cold. Rut we mufr defer 

the explication of J.."orth Amer ica to another time, 

and fer about our fiori es. Lad y Mar_y , begin. 

Lady J1,,1ary. Cyrus being n-ow mafter of Bahy­

lon, governed that country with his uncle ( rax­

a res, who had _ very great confidence in Daniel. 

Thi s Jafi fb ewed him the prophecy of fjaiah, 

which was concei ved in thefe term s. 

Thus faith the Lord to his ·,rnoinred, to· Cjrus, 

whofe right hand I have holden to fuhdue n a.rions - • 

before him : and I will loofe the loins of kings to 

open before him the two-leaved gates, and the· 

gates ihall nor be flrnt.-I will go before thee~ 

and make th e crooked ,,races fheighr, I will brea k 

in pieces the gates of brafs , and cut in funder 

the bars of iron.-And I will give thee rhe trea ­

fores of darknefs, and hidden ri.ches of fecrec 

places, tbat thou may efi know, tha t I am the 

Lord which call thee by thy name, am the God 

of ljrael, far Jacob my fervant"s fake. Cy ru; was 

afl:onifh ed, when he faw,. drnt the prophet had · 

foretold the things that had happened to him, and, 

<onfequendy to the prophecy he ifiued the fol:Iow -

i.r:,g decree. 
'Thus faith Cyrus king of Perfia, <fhe Lrxrd God of· 

hearven hath gi•-ven me all the ki11gdoms of the earth, 

and he hath chaiged me to ~u.ild him an hou.fe at Je­

rufalem, wl!Jich is in Judah.-Who is there amollg 

you of all his people? Hh God be with him,. let h111i 

go up to Jerufalem, whfrh is in Judah, and huild . 

the houje of tin lord God of Ifrael'. (He is the God) · 

which is in Jerufakm -.And whofoerver rcmaineth 

in any flace where he f ojourneth, let the mm · ~f his . 

p'/ace help bim with fi/q,er, and c,x·ith gold; and with 

good.r 7 and rwith bcajls, bejides the free•·will -oJ!ering-

B 5 Jo.r,_ 
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fer the bou/~ o.[ fjo'il,, , c-which is hi Jen.l.(alem. _ITe­fi4es 7 Cyru1 tjJe . king, /m;~ght.Jorth the, vtjfals of 
the lnefe of the .Lord, : ,which Nebuchadnezzar bad b;·ought jo,_-fh 'o;t if Jerufalem, a1!d had jut th fm 
i1Lto· tht l:011Je .of His g.,ds .. . ... and numbered them 
ur;to Sp~fp~1a-Z:zar·, .the ;prince of Judah. Tbus by­
his orders. i.11 coHcurred to the e·xetutio·n of this. • .. ~ \ I l l I . . • 

great ~eGzp~ .t~e ~r~afurers £urnH11ed all th~y ae"" 
fired to thts en a, . and die Jews were to offer fa­
crifi,ce fo;._· his, an<l all his royal fa~iJy's pro-
fpeiricy. ,. · 1

1:... \ l n 1 bl' • f l · d"o. mmea1afe ,yart~r t1e pu _1cat1on o t11s e Kc:· a .great num.ber of]ec;.,4 _ r_elorted to Jeru.falem, 
a~d l,aid the fo\inctatf6'n s of the ·temp,ler but n0t­
~;itl1f'l:an-::iii:ig th~ . ·fare . and apf•lication of Ezra.,. 
who ":·as .a ic_r'ibf, .. aod a very hoJy man, the 
worlcjwenr on ye-i:y.Jlqwly. ' The Samwitans, who­
Vi'ere decl\ared _'.enerpies to th·e Je•ws, had brought 
t J1e n:i~nififr~ o~ 'Cyru: over to their interefi; nay 
the work was interrupted, and was not refumed 
t~ll the t/!11e '?-f.. .J.?1ri_ui,, fhe/or of H,vfl.afpes. Ne­
hrmi_ak, \1-.'.h? ,,vas _hi~ c11p-qea,re~? obr~med a new order to fimih the work, ancl to rebmld the walls ot Jeru(a/ on~ and 'ihe.,'gaies,.of thar citY· , When. the but.Ictirig of the 'tempTe \va'.s"p'erfeae1 ~e :fum­
.mo~eq a U,, t:h~ pe~ple to fqlemniie. fl;ie. ge~icati?n ·; 
ipm.e, w_~pt, fpt J(JY,, Je.frng d.ie; t~mple reb,mlt; 
Qtheq. who_, rei:neq1 P,~r~cl.Jl1e\, 11:agf!ificence of the 
t~rµple o._f ,Sokwo1, ; ~ri4\:.ompa r~d the two_firuc­
tur~s. 1}1ed_ f~ar~ of (on~rw ?. but ~h~ _pr0:phet Hag~ 
gai to c.o \Dfon ,t;l:em, 'l~e .~ lo, y, (~-id h.e, of t61S 
latter kovjeJhaJfli~ ,c r:atl.r; "tba!I bjltbe form ~r, . fa i_t? 

· tbe lorq of koJls: a~! in tbiJ place w'i/.f I gi'Ve peace, 
Jaitb lh~ , 1:fr4 q_/bo 11

1, \ , ,.:. 
1
, 

1 ~.Lad,:y~!!7if!J. 1 _acn't unde.Hl:and thlS prophecy, 
Mrs. ,-l_ff£4U~. _. . 

l • 

1\1rs . 
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Mrs . .Ajfo./;.1.e. This is the fenfe, my dear_; and 

it cannot bear .an other properly. What is the 

peace betw.een God and man ? J e(u; Chri)J no 

doubt; he reconciled us to hi~ eternal father. 

The prophet gave to underfiand in thole words, 

that however great the iplendor of So!ow,n's tem,-

-.pl e was imagjned, it could never come up to the 

glory of the latter, wli1ch was co be honoureid 

with the preience of the Mr.ffeah, and of God 

mad.e man. 
Admire with me, ladies, how clear and dill:inol: 

the propb~cy is. God not only declares his 

narne, but forerells his actions. This \vill_ ap­

.pear frill more, when lady U7 itty gives us an ac­

rcount of yir.,s's life. Lady Violent, favour us with 

what rela..ces to Dani-el. 

Lad3/ Via/mt Da-nn:f ,v.as a celebrated .prophet, 

who, .from -his tender Jo fancy, obforved faithfullf 

the pr.ecepts 0f the ,Lord. NeJ,uchad11-e•pzar ha-d 

rgiven orders t0 pic-k 0.ut .among the child-ren·of th:e 

J.er-.»ijh cap.rives the handfomeH to wair upon him 

'.in perfon. They -had a governor ·a-ppoint:ed, who 

was co teach them hew they wete t.o :difrharge.rhrur 

.fev.eral empkrs ahout the king. Whjlfr-chey weue 

\in Ci:: ruB-ing, tney hfltl.-a prov ifion affigned them of the 

~king's m~-at, that they might :ap:pear fat ,and fair, 

:when they came into the ,king'.s prefence. Da­

rnieland three other Jecw;Jh youths, wl-ro, like.him, 

,had the-fear of God, applieJ to their governor,.the 

Jaw of the .Lord, :Glid they, forbids us· to makenfe 

of_your ·mears; .it will be a favonr, .if y..ou .will 

.permit us to liv.e upon pulte. Their ,go.vernor 

.anfwcred, I wifh it lay in my:pow.er·xo gr:anc 

your requefi, but if you are only fed·,with ronp 

~--11.d-; gi;ee-n·s, you will a·ppear :pale ·.and thin, ,and I 

fhaJl he feverely puni:fhed. Try us; Jaid .i)a11.ieJ, 

~01: ten d~ys ; and if you find us altered in that 
li .6 u-m.e, 
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ti111e, you Ornll be at libert to ac'r as you think fir. The governor carried his complaifance fo far, that he agreed to tbe!r prorofaJ, and fee­ing that tbey looked better than the ochers, he lefr them to do as diey pleafod. When all th-e captive youths were brnught befcre Ndu­cJ.,admzzar, lie fixed his eyes particularly on theie ·four, who \Vere more agreeable to him than any of the reft. 

Some time after the -king had a dream, which gave him a good deal of inquietude ; he thouoht ·on rbis, fome part of tbe night, and fell to :O~ep ,again. When he awak:d .l-n the morning, he -en­deavoured to recolle[t !us dream, bur w no pur­poie;. it w:1s what he could not now remember . . Upon th.is he called together all the learned an<l fo othfayers, to give him the explication of a dream .he could nor poffibly call ro mind. They repre­·fentd, bur in vain, that they could not explain-a . dream,_ without knowing what it was; their ex• · cufes were not admitted; in fhort, they were to . be put to death, unleis they divined the dream, ,and its meaning. The fentence was on the point · of being put in exec.ution; and Daniel, with his · companions, were mc·Iuded among the others. :. They fell to their p,aye:r-s, after which Daniel waited on the ' kiJ:Jg, and d(2dared to him hi-s dream, which he alfo explained at: the fame time. , The kililg with aftoniihment feH upon his facet<:>­: the ground,., and ordered, 1:hat Daniel fuould be · fvrnifhed with all necefiaries for a facrifice to be offered to his G0d, wbG was the God ef gods. Lady Charlatte. Nebuchadnezzar was mad to in­_; fift upon an impcffibiJiry, and to condemn th0fe ; perfons to death on chat account. · . Mrs. Affable. 'Ti-s a pernici0us c0nfequenc-e of the education given to princes and gr.eat ones, 
a.ml . l . ., 
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_and which. was worfe in thofe days than 1t 1s 
now, though it is fiill bad enough. Flatterers per.­
:f uade them, that all the refi: are only made ro 
obey, ]_et what will be com mantled ; ic is an un­
pardonable fault not to comply. l\1any are 
fo ufed, never to meet with any contrnditl-ion,. 
_that they will be obeyed, even in moil: ridiculous 
'things. Parents in this refpefr have w.eakneifes 
_that .cannot be forgiven, and will not fee, that 
_they effeB:uall.y fpoil and ruin their children, by 
u'frng them to have their wiJl in every thing with­
out control. I mufr divert you with a little ad­
venru·re, that 1 faw with my own eyes. 
_ A lady of great fenfe in all other refpeB:s, Bad· 
an only fon, and was--fo tender of concradiB:ing_ 
him in the Jeafr, for fear of mafi:er's being out 
ef order by it, that he became a mere little ty­
:rant, and broke out into downright fury upon, 
the lea.ft oppofition made to his whim!ical out-of­
the-way fancies. Her husband,. her relations, 
ber friends, remonftrated, that it would be the 
ru1n of her darling; all this was without any ef:. 

· fc_8:. A whimlical adventure had m0re weight 
'with- the lady, than all tli.~ reafons they could al­
Jedge. One day as fhe was in her chamber, ihe 
hea.rd mafi-er crying in the court; he frrat<:h­
·ed his face from an excefs of pdlion and ij_Jite~ 
heca·ufe, you mull know, a fervant had refufed 
fomething, that he wou1d.abfo1uceiy ba.vc. Saucy 
fellow!· faid fhe to the fervanr,.to r.efufe. the child 
what he ·asks. Faith! madam, fa.id he, ne may 
rna.r till morning before I give it him. At this 
the Jady was quire in a rage, and iufl: falling in~ 
to firs; .away ffie -runs-, an<l going through- a 
parlour where her husband was, fhe begs of hi,n 
to c0me wirl1 her, and to turn off the impudent, 
fo.ocm-an), who refuied, t:o obey,: This ·gentleman; 
. . . WhQ) 
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'Who had clS g1·eat a weaknefs for his faay, as fhe · 
had for the child, follbwed her, H1rllgging up his 
Thoulders; his guefis got to the wlndow to fee 
,;s;rhat was the matrer. ,Infolent Varlet! faid he to his mah, how durfi you difobey your lady and 
refufe the d.iild what he ·ask~d. Really Sir, my 
,ady rp.-a y ·du it he'rfelf; ·mailer, a quarter of an 
hour fi.nce, i1rw the mbo'n in a bucket of water.1 and mufr nee'ds have me give him the moon.'The 
gentleman -and his conrpah.y hearin_g this, broke 
ouc into ldud .peal's o'f )aug'h'rer; the 'Jady herfelf, 
though heart-i-1y out of hu1no'ur, could not for­
bear fmifo,-g; and -gr'ew fo much a"fha-med o'f 
this •odd •i'c'en~, v/hkh ·ma·de her fenfible 0f her 
,niitaken fondnefs, that fhe fook an'other and bet­
ter method wirh h'er ion, wh'om 'foe mad"e a very 
nopefu1 youth of 'a fact 'fpoi'le'd ·ihild . flow many 
1.rnothers aTe 'there, t'bat fiand In 'nGed o'f fuch ac­
cidents; to be ra:ugh'niot fo ule ·rheit chi-lclren to be 
~ifowea ·wliat they cbtve and defile in .chat abfo­
iute ·~rnd. over-b'e_ar'ihg n'lahner ·? 
· Lady Yt1ai 1y. I begin ·ec, thihk, that as you tolti 
irs rwo yeats pair, ,p6dr fare cohtribmes to the 
prefetvatibn of health; •for Daniel ~nd bjs com­
panions were in kette'r nealth with ·tbeir roots 
and gtee_ris, t~an t1fo!"e, ·who were at a grand table . 1:V1iis fudl. ~las that jnhance nec"effary to 
believe lVfrs. AJfdble ? I am fa much per:foaded., 
that fh<': will not impofe upon me, that I allow 
v:irhcut :farther inquiry all tha-t fhe fa.ys . 

. Mrs: Ajfab-lt. I am rirnth obliged to you, my 
Bear; bur youJhave •forgot our agreem_ent. W~ 
~re hot to- rn:ke arly thing that is ·faid upon truft, 
V,'i'thdut _g·o(')d prodfs. 

L'ady ·Maty. Can rhete be any fatisfoc1:ory rea -: 
fons to ·fhew) that yre ihall enjoy better health 

by 
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b\ li~irrg tei11perately, ·or even vfry poorly, than­
by plenriful a"r-d fo~p-taous earing. 

Mrs. Ajfa-bfe. That can be eafily d'one, my 
d¢ar. let lisfuppofe, that th e King makes a pre­

fent to 11.tl hts fubjefrs, of a load of coal to 

each1 
with th~s .cha!"ge, _ and rhat he ihould fay, 

h~fband th_is coal well, you are to have no more,, 

a~ foryg . as_yo~ fiv~ ~o drefs you: eata.bJes, a_nd 

you /hall ~!.t~ l)othmg but what 1s drefied with 

t_his coal. ,tfow_ w~uld you cohtrive, Lady Mary,. 
to make your fuel go as far as poffible ? 

La:dy /l.t1ary. ~ woul~ five upon fuch things a~ 

a're l'eadily ·dreiled·, and require not much 1ire in 

the drefling ; 'btit what l'eJa.rion is there Nfrs. Af­

fable het:Veen a foad ·of coal, and living ·poorly? 
Mrs.Ajfahl,_. There i-s ~-c?n_neB:ion? and it is this: · 

Go-d _al!ots t°- ev~:Y one that cam ~s rnto _ tbe world 

a: c~rta1h propornon ?£ fir~. ~his fire 1s t~e he~t 
of the fiomach, wh1.;_b,. a:s our common :fire 1s 

uf-e·d ro cfrets viB:uals, Bigeffs our meat, and. 

fe;ves as I njay fay, to lcfrefs and prepare what 

we ·e-at 'arid drink for inccrior •f!'ouriHtment. The 

~~11.e1t~te -irfin h~fban~~ t_his fire ; -and you jufl:l y­
ol!fer've~. t~ht,,_ le(~)s _re-g·uire~ to drffeft greens~ 
arld. futh ·light fodd, t han for conc-ocl:ins beef, 

and other.flefh ·f.n~~t's. Bejides, m oder.a te people• 

rib~t :.dnly ea<r ·m't~~ts ·of iea:(y digeftion, Due -fil.nc· 

t1{e:i1:a-ppetir'e 1_t'? a t£n;all quartti-~y2 and dnJy fuch 
ds •t'uifi.c-e's ·ro ·fopporr ·llfe. Y.01rr -gluttons on the 

~on:tr~ry i-re_vei- _-[pare tbi-s .fire, they "put a grear.· 

deal rno mut:h ·to ·flte _'pbt ; they 'are perpetua·Jly 
fi,u~ng_~1;1d_ cr~mri1ing. Vij_hen the ' fire is fp.tnr,­

oeath tomes bn courfo, 'ahd the · cfevolii·ers ff>end 

tntir 11-rare ·of fuel 'ver'y foon. ·An iEpicure .is feI_­

d~m l,?ng:-li~-~~ 1 ~:?~ ~hof~ Jew \\.iho,' reit'ch ·to old 
~ge, with 'ternper'ance would Have pi·olongcd 

their lire~ to ·a ·fatther tfrm. · The grfarnft·parr-
. are 
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~re old at forty, few exceed fixty, and if they 
pafs tho[e years, you find them heavy, du.11, and 
infupportal--1e to themfelves and to others. And · 
this is the firfr reafon to prove that a temperate 
life conduces to a long life, and a good ftate of 
healrh. 

lvli[s Rttral. I can fafely fay, Mrs. Ajfahle, that 
I am not gree:ly; I could live very well on 
pulie. If it \vas otherwiie, the argument you 
have brought, would engage me to curb a crav­
ing appetite for the prefervaci·on of health ; but 
if one could die in an inil:aFJt without ficknefs or' 
infirmiry, the ad vant~ge of Jiving to an o d age,. 
is not foch as to make it wnrtb tbe whtle to fob­
rnit to any conihaint. Life is even long enough 
~lread y. 

Mrs . ./Jjfahle. I thought fo at fourteen years. 
of age. Sixty years appeared to me at fuch a 
d,iilance, that I never thcught of living fo long; 
a_nd now they draw near, and the great' numbe:ir 
of years I have Jived., looks but like a cl.ream, and 
J+Othing is left but the few good arRions I have 
done, and the regreet of having Jofi fo much time 
unprofitably. Time grcws more and more in re­
quefl: as it flips from us ; and we are· more defir­
ous of Jife a.t fifty,. than at fifteen . 
. Mifs Rural. That is beyond my capacity of un­
dedlanding. Could I have known, before I came 
ipto the world,. the particulars of this life-, which 
~re to be gone through,. and it had been left to 
my choice I IhouJd not have found.,. I think any 
very preffing tern ptation to exi.fi . 
. 1V1ifs FrivoloiN. In my life, I never heard the 
like. You muil be very u·nhappyr Miis, to be fo 
tired with thi.s world .. 
. Mifs Rural. I do not believe there i,s any one 
pcrfon in the world fo happy_as I aµi.. J\,1y father 

- and 
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.and mother a-re the kindef1: of parents ; they pre,­

vent a.nd are beforeha·nd with me in every thing 

that I can wifh in reafon, and by the fpecia-1 

grace of God I wifh for nothing our of reafon. I 

am not rich enough to be cumbered wi th wealth., 

nor in danger of being poor; I am fatisfied I 

iliall never· be conitrained to marry againfl my 

inclination, and if I defi.re to be married, 1 am 

very fore I fliall find no obfi-acle to a match from 

either of them. Such is my happy firuation, 

a-nd yet, deli reable as it is, not of fufficient 

weight to make me fo fan.cl of Jife. 

Lady Louifa. But after.all, my deaT; what rea:_­

fon have you to be difgufled with it-? 

.Mifs Ru,·al. Give me leave to ask, Madam, 

what fhould move me fo parricular]y to defire it? 

But don't imagine, that I ha-ve an averfion t~ 

life ; no,. it is a very indi:fferent objccl: to me _; 

and I would not give a pin to chuie between a 

longer and a ihorter life. 

Mrs. Affable. To keep up to the regulations of 

.our fociety, Mifs Rural mufi- acquaint us witl1 

her reafons for this extraordinary manner o.f 

.thinking. 
, 

. l\1ifs R11r1:il. That is eafily done, Mrs. Affahlq. 

Suppofe a man has lived an hundred years; what 

_ha_s he been doing all this time ?_ He has 11ept 

thirty whole years at leaft. If he· has been undeI° 

a neceiiity of allowing an hour every day to con­

verfe with people, for whom he has the greatell: 

indifference, this wilI amount to four tedious 

ye;\ rs, fpent in difagreeable company,. from a re~ 

gard to the common rules of civility. Adu to 

.this, an hour paft every day in undreiling to go 

to be<l, with getting up, and dreiiing, you have 

four years more to f well the account, whereby 

thirty eight years of life _are truely lo~. How.-
ever 
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ever· well· in health he may have heen, we may moderately compute for fo many ·ye';l.rs, as many moments of'pain, and ailing, as put together ,v·iH come to two years ; and now forty years · are gone·. Mrs. AJfalrle agrees, that there l-iappe'f1 in life fevera:1 trou hlefome and perplexing af­fairs; ancl. I dare advance, that, one da.-y with -another, the mofl' in dependant a1id moft ba ppy mah fpends two hours a dity contrary to his in­clination, which adds eight yean· of trouble and -makes~ up forty eight. 'I he fix firil: years of Ji& muft be reckoned with thefr, and a·re fomm'd up, -fifty fou-r. Without being a glurron, it rs vtry tedious and a grea:· conlhaint· to a perfon if he 1s obJiged fo male foveral meals' in the day; 110wever I wi·l1 r'eckon n-vo hou'rs (pent in chis fubjeB:ion to' nature, which, requires daily re­_fresh_nient and cuts ~~t ~jghr years more, which :addecr·, completes fo,~y-·cv.io; f 6 thar a: man who _has liveq as happy, as rnoil1 can pretend, for on'e h'und-red years, has only. hac¥ thil'ry eight ye~rs _leifure- .in fo 1011g a race. But hD\V' much lefs ·n~u'ff b'e allowed, if h-e ha'd laBouretl· under in'­firmicies · and misfortunes, or any perLon, for whom· hi had any valtre or concern. · Mrs. Affctble. Have you any thing to object 1adies? Don't' you tl:l'ink l\.fits Rutaf fl.u-ch- in the ·rio-hf -;i 0 • 

. Lrcfy Lucj. I d6n~t', Mrs. Af/ttl'le, and I muft :beg tl1e lady's- pardon for the· Hberty 1 take df 'Co·rirradiB-ing v/ha't she has fard. \Ve do not lofe tmr fone by fleeping, eacrng, mi11_dir,g our af'­fairs; no, not even w hrH1: we fuitcr a:nd ate .it-1 illftrefs. They are ncce!frties . to whith we are ·made fubjc'el: by providence ; and we h1t.dt not think it a hard-ship fo co1nply with foch Eluties, ·though t-hey .appear troub.lefome to· M.tute. I 
fay 
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fay to myfelf, 1-obe'y God, I perform hris holy 

will, and this tho~gh~ has a fufficient efficacy to 

ptocure us very great picafure, even in the moil: 

tafl:elds and inl1pid occurrences incident to na­

ture. 
· Mrs. Affahle. "f.;J.ifs· Rural has given her opinion 

Jike-a heathen philofoph'er, and Jad y Lucy like a 

chri/1:ian philofopher. Take this with you how­

evfr, my dear, rlJat life is a gift of God ; and 

that being diJgufre~ wich, or indifferent ro it, bas 

an air of i.ngratirnde. Wben we reflecr, that 

life is befrnwed on us as a means to- arrive at 

bappinefs in heaven, every moment mufr be 

thought very precious. That indifference for 

life, which appears fo favounibly at firft fight, 

1ofos that afpecl: when thornugh ly confide red. We 

1hufr enjoy the gift with pleali.fre, as we receiv.e 

i~ from God; then as we ha·;e no. a~rach ro irl, 

but as coming from him, we fliall have no re-; 

p.ugnance to yield it up ~o its· authorl whenever 

11e is pJeafcd co fake it a v.;a y. 
Lady Charlott_e. y OU ·ba:ve given us a reafori 

which proves, t'hat te'mper'ance c;:onduces to a long 

life_. Are there qth·er proofs of this r1=urh ? 

Mrs. Ajfa6!e, Yes, my deir; I fea·r I fhall· tire 

the Iaclies v-ath fo much natural philofophy. 

· .I'.,ady Yz'oleni. I am t'he Jeaff in comi)any, _a-nd 

confequently mufr have lefs wit; ana yet it d9es 

n·ot ci•re m'e . ;' thefefoie it will not tire the other 

ladies. 
' 

Ivf.ts. Affable. So, fo, fady Vi/i!eiit ! y OU b·egin 

-to talk Iike !t geometer, Y6u lay down a prin·­

'dple, ; you draw your cof-i'ie'guence from it. You 

are· getting irt6 an excelfent method. 

- Lady Violent. This is very pI:eafant ; I am fure, 

I have fpoke viichout any reflection on what I 
. ~hl, 
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faid. Pray1 Mrs. Affable, let me know what jt is I have done. 
. Mrs. Affable. You fuppoJe, firfr, that a perfon of wit cannot find it tedious to acquire know­ledge; and the fuppofition is veryjufl-. Youg.o on to fuppofe 1 that wit muft be proportioned to our age; it is not always true, l:ur, in fhort, it fhouH be fo. You have formed your principle on thefe two fuppofitions. I am the youngeft and confequently have lefs wit. This contequence from your foppofition ferves by way of principle to a farther con{equence. I am not tired with the leHon, I 1 who have Jefs wit, than the other Jadies ; therefore, by fo 9rnch a ftrongcr reafon, they, who h~ve more wir, mufl- not be wearied :with the Jeffon; for wit will never foffer tbe ac• quiring of know ledge to be tedious to witty per­fons. 

. Mifs Fri.volous. Then I have had very Ertle wit ~i-cherto;, thefe fine things have always been very tirefome, fo that wit mufr be coming nov.r, that they begin to amufr me. _ 
Mrs. Affable. Rarely weJf 1 ladies. If we go oi;i . thus, thofe muir be very cunning, that will pre­tend to i•:1pofe upon you. As it will amufe you, ladies, I offer another phyfical proof" upon the principle fixed by lady Violent, tl;,at temperance prolongs the term of life, 

, Take no tic~, _ ladies, that you grow every day; you not only grow tal1er but fuller. · The bon~s jncreafe in length and thicknefs, and will do, to a certain time. Your Jirtle arms, lady /7iolent, that ~re n~w fo weak, will, as years come on, be good, Hout, plump arms, like rni"ne. You kno'Y that this growth comes from your food. What you ear, __ and_ drink is let down into the fto­mach, after it has been prepared in the mouth. 
Mifs 
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1\1ifs Bella. How is it prepared ? pleafe to tell 

us. 
Mrs. Affable. Y Oli eat frequently in the day, chil­

·dren, and have never ref:letted upon the va rious 

in!1:rumenrs prnvidcnce has fopplied you with, 

~-nd whieh help yeu to deal with your nourifh. 

ment. You obforve firfl: the teeth, formed two 

<lifferent ways, the fore-teeth with -an edge like a 

knife; the others without fuch an edge with a 

Jarger furface. This is not the work of chance. 

The fore.-teeth were -neceffa.ry to cut your meat 

foto bi,rs; but if you had only thefe, you would 

be under great difficulties. The bits would be 

too large, ·and could not pafa into •the fiom ach -; 

befides the danger of choaking, and moreover' 

the large fize of the bits would fpend in the di­

ze11ion coo great a quantity of the .fire, or hrat 

of the fiomach which we ba ve mentioned. To 

remedy rhefe inconveniences, ycu are provided 

with other teeth call ed grinders, and which have 

·not fo iharp an edge, and meeting each other_, 

·crufh and grind your meat, and reduce it to lefs 

particles, which, if dry, would be a kind of duft., 

and pray take notice, ladies, would choak you ifl 

the fwallowing ; but to make this eafier, it wa-s 

neccffary thefe f mall particies of meat fhould be 

m3.clc into a foft and clear p.1lte .; and to tfaat 

end providence has prepared many receptacle5 of 

water in the mouth, which is fupplied from what 

they call the /alz.val glands. \;Vhilfl: the jaw­

bone is in morion to grind the meat into iinall 

particles, this humour, or moifl-nefs, which is the 

/a!i<Va, or ipicde, is fu.rnifhed from thole glaJ:.1.ds. 

Ir is fa.It, and not only helps to make that pa(\:e of 

·your food, but to diffol,ve and alter it. 

Mi[s Sofhia. What is the meaning of dijfol:ui11g 

Jhe food? 
l\1rs. 
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Jv~rs. :fjf.qple. , J\11 the
1
parts 9f o,m:- earahles, are 

not proper nouriil1ment, ani would not have that 
effi .c.1: , if we fwallovroo 1;hem, ~fu~h as t;1ey are. 
Swallqw \rnzel nufs, pt:aie, and (ever~l other 
things 2v7hole, they wj!l pafs whole, and.far from 
be_ing fuffi~iently digefred; for, the fio!llach _has 
.not heat enough to diifoive, to alter them and to 
feparate all 'rhe nutritiuus .parts . from or hers, 
.which _nature throws_ off as ufelejs. The Jali-va 
or fpi.ttle l!egins ~hat woi:k in the. rpouth, which 
the frornach perfeas. But to reduce your r,neac 
into the paG:e _ we have fpoken of, it mufl: pe 
often tt.~rned and turned again in rhe mouth ; 
and after it _is well prepared, it mufl: he brought 
,...Lear the gullet. To fini,lh the work, providence 
has allo::c.ed a ihoveJ, your. tongue, to convey the 
_Jl) eat fo far in it's . "Yay. But this is not all. 
Your nourif'nment would go n-o farther, but for 
~no ·her agent that ih:ps in .to forward Y.Our food . 
. There is a muic)e COCJ?m1ffioned to chis puP­
J>Ofe, ~nd which by its · acrion fends the m ea t 
,flown. There is a dangerous pafa, in the w~y 
lhat 9ur food t~kes, and is ' to be carefo]ly 
avoided ; mi(b.kes are of great c9nicquence a_nd 
.m ay ,endanger life. 

Pleafo to obforve, ladici, that, eyery moment, 
~nature makes two fev eral rporion s abfolutely ne­

·~ceffary for the prefo rvation of life, and whicb if 
-they once ceafed , life mufl: alfo ceafe. Fir.ft, 
rou take in frefh air which cools your lungs, and 
,next, you pa rt with the air lodged in the fame. 
,There is.. a paf1age for the air going out and com­
ing in; and, if any thing obftrqch~d or 1hut up 

':.this paffJ1ge, death is the imrnediat~ confeqQence. 
Lady JI..Jary. That was like to have l;>een my 

Q{e, t'other dRy_ at ~inn_el' i l dran¼ in haite, I 
fuJ?vofe ; my bre~th was ~one ?-ll on ~ fudd en ; I 

W?-S 



D I A L ·.o G -U E x~. 4 7 

was hlqtk _in , the -face; I -thought I was dying, 

to be fore, for12e water ;w~sg or iAto the paffage for 

relpiration : it mufr be ve1J near the channel, 

through ~vhid1 out;food iscanveyefi; iffo, 1 won­

der we can eat without being choaked. 

1\1rs. 4-jfab!e . . God has .provided aga\nft fuch !'In 

~ccident. There is a _little yalve pr f:l~p, which 

ihucs and qpens every ,in(rant wi~h the . air we 

relpire; al_}d rh:is kind of. trap-door ?-1\1/ays fhuts 

wl:ien we eat, or rather when we h\1al1ow our meat. 

By chis mGans qur victuals go fafe, and_ re,lch th~ 

fiomac_b, which we may call the houfe-ki.tchen ~ 

H ere a good fire is rGady to drefs ,and reduce 

them into a kind of jel.Iy: The .whole of our 

fo0d is not altered _ in this .manner, but 0nly the 

parts tb~t_are fit to _join with .other parrs of our 

b0dy; the _r:efl: _whi::h is ufel~fs, goes into the 

bowels and paf_Ies _off, after having gone~ great 

way. 
Lady Louifa . ... A great W?-Y ! h~;nv can_ you fay 

that M,rs. Affable? · To. me it feems to ,be very 

fhqrt . 
. Mrs. Affable. Perfons of a middle fiature have 

near twenty five ells of bqwels _in their body; the 

fuperfloous pan of the nou6fhment goes through 

-that - exten t, which you .will not judge very fhort. 

-When we confider the in(ide .of a human body i~ 

.is not ea/y- to i1na.gin.e, tb.ac there is room. for fo 

~-.J))any diffe·rent par:ts, L1ut1he wh.oJe m_achineis 

,fo well diJpoiid, that ev,ery part finds proper and 

:.fL1 ffa,jenr ro9m. .. 

L?-dy Violellt. , Y 9u fpeak of this m~tter, Mrs. 
:4.ffable, as -if yo1i1 h_aq teen it. . 

. Mrs. Affable. I -e~ua.iHJy .,have, ll1Y d.e2.r, an,cl 

e,.x:~mincd it with-the s,rei:ltefr t\ttencio.n. 
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. Lady louifa. The very thought ibakes me 
with horror; but to what purpoie the fight of 
fuch a d-readfol-objeB: ·? 
· Mrs. Affable. Lady Senjihle will tell you; ihe 

wa~ with me, when I examined this maner . 
. Lady Senji!ile . I would not for a _good thing 

have miffed the fight. I trembled at fi.r1t, and 
found a great natural reluB:ance, for I have a 
good {hare of fe]f-love. .I could not refl.eB: with­
out horror, that one clay would bring me to that 
terrible conditiGn: but, at laft, by degrees I took 
e0t1rage again, and examined tbat wonderful piece 
of God's workmanthip . \,Vhat various iprings and 
irnmherlefs parts compofe this frame, all wonder­
fully fined for d1 eir re1pe8:i ve ufes by a tranrcen• 
dently wife and powe rful being ! lf the \vbole 
worlc.l ilioul<l attempt to perfuade me, that a hu­
m an body is the work of chance, th ey could 
not m,ike the leaf1: impreffion on my unde rlland­
ing. Next, I wondered •how it was poffi ble for 
vanity to find a place an10ngCT: us. I oblerved the 
face covered with a dried and withered skin, 
-and then looking at rny!"elf in the glafs, take 
-care , fa id I to myfelf, to drefs out that head, look 
1tJpon tlictt: face with pleafare, wilh for praife, 
.fr:ek r') be ad.mired; rh ou wilt become very lovely 
in a fh01 t time. An other reflexion, I made, was 
foggefred by Mrs. Affablt. 1 conlir!ered the ex­
qui 11 te delicacy of fo many pieces of fiupendou-s 
mechanifm in the fi.ruflure of our body, which is 
fuch, that it is beyond conception, how we cai:i 
.Jive tv., enry four hours an end. If the creation is 
wonderful, our confervati0n cannot be leis fo ; 

-and it is eafy to imagine, that Go~ watches over 
us in a very particular ma;mer, th.at no ra•rt af 
t his {hu8-ure be put out nf order. If compari­

. £ons can be allowed in this matter, the work is 
far 
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'far 'beyond the nicefi watch, and you know, 1a­
die$, how ealily they go out of order. 

Lady Lury. 1 could never have thought, that fo 
rne'lancholy an ohjecr could be of fuch uieful ad­
vantage; and though I have a natural repug­

. nance, yet I fho:uld, I think, be -glad to fee it. 
Mrs . .Affable. You may ipare your-felf a part of 

the difficulty. They fhew wax-work in town, 
that exaB:Jy refembles the human body. But lee 
us {ee what becomes of our nourifhment. 

The jelly we have mentioned _goes feveral diffe­
rent roads. One part goes i0to the veins to form 
the blood. It is whit~ at firl1, and does not take 
a red colour, .till it has got_ through a certain paf­
fage, the name of which I have forgot. - The re 0: 
is wifely di{hibuted into the other parts of the 
body, info much, that they -all have their iharc. 
The bones, the mufcles, the fibres, ' the nerves» 
each receive their nece!fary portion of nourifh­
ment. 

All the parts I have jufl: ~a med are hollow. 
Have you never feen fome of the O:reets where the 
pavement is taken up ? You muO: have obferved 
la~ge trees in the grEf1,1nd; they .are ho11ow in the 
middle, and ferve to convey water into eve.ry 
ho1:1fe. 'Tis the fame with our bodies ; the bones0 

the mufcles, tke fibres and nerves are lrnllow 
trees, fome larger, fame lefs, throu_gh. which a 
liquor. flows, that is refpecri vely thicker or thin­
ner. WhilO: we are young., they .are very foft ancl 
tender, and grow wider and longer-. Part of our 
food takes that courfe and finds room there; but 
by crowding d-aiJy thither, they grow hard, and 
come to their confifrency, fo .as not to bear frretch­
ing _farther; and upon this rour growth properly 
ceaies. 

VoL. III. C Lady, 
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Lady Louifa. But we go on eatino- !till. W ·hat­
becornes of tbe food,which can no ~ -ore be lodcred 
i11 thoie parts, fince our growth is now over ? 

0 

. Mrs. Affah!e. Tho' our growth be over in that 
1·elpea, we grow interiorly~ Our veins, which 
are the channel, tluo' which t!1-e blood 11ream's, 
the nerves and that, wherein the fpirits flow, thac 
give us mo6on; all thefe parts fiil, and by de­
grees are .fiopt up. When they are -quite ob 4

• 

:firucl:ed, dreadful accidents happeri. lf the veins . 
are choaked up, . and the blood flow no longer, an 
a.poplexy and death is the conieguence ; if the 
n~rves are ob(huS:ed in the band, arm, or leg, 
the limbs become paralytic, that is, motionlefs, 
a:nd feemingl y without life. , 

You fee plainly, ladies, that your plentiful 
feeders mul1: ihew other-s the way to the grave, 
who fend a greater quantity of nourifbment. to 
thofo parts, whieh ought to r:emain hollow, and of 
courfe fill the fairer, the more they are fluffed . 
. Now, do you underihnd, that gluttony brings 

on diforders, and ihortens our Jays? Do you fee 
t.he advantage of an early temper:.1nce from your 
youth? 

Miis Molly. I Ul_lderftand it fo \Ve-11, that I will 
hreak off the ugly cul1om I have of eating every 
moment. I am. refol ved not to be fo la villi of 
my fire for the furn.re, norput fo much meat to 
the pot; for, to fpeak the truth, 1\1.rs . .Ajjab!e, 
leat much more meat than bread. 
· Mrs. Affable. You are quite in the right to pro­

mife you wilJ eat no longer fuch a quantity of 
llD€at. Did every body take the fa111e refolution, 
1;he.1 fcurvy w ouJd pot be_fo cornmon in Eng/a.,1d. 
lt is very ua·re in Frana, where they eat morn 
\)r~ad and leis me.at. · 

L;ldy 
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L1dy Lucy. I affure you, ~frs. fljfable, I !:ave 

never heard any thina- with greater pleaiure. ::, C . How many \vonders are placed by the reator in 
our frames. that pafs unobferved by us ? 

Mrs. /iffab!e. Let this foffice to day on this fob .. 
• n. I\K"r nn 'I • ' 1T. 1eu:. 1n1.s iv, o .• ;·, give us your JeHon. 

l\1i[s Molly . Nebuchain{zzar ordered a prodigi­
ous oreat fi:atue to l:e Iet up, and commande::l 
aJl t~ fall down, and adore it the mnment they 
lieard rhe fignai given by the found of a trumpet. 
The rhree young perfons, whn \\.·tre brought u_p 
with Daniel, refofed to adore the fi-atur, ~nd wrre 
brought l::efore the kine-, who a~ked th e reafrrt ., 
of their refufal. They anfo:ered \vi.th r: !'peer and 
refolution, drnt confcience v:oul<l ne t foffer diem 
to adore his gods. N,bu chad1 czzar inragcrl at 
their confiancy, commanded the fire of the fur­
nace to be greatly incrcafed. It was a dreadfo! 
_elace, where a prodigious- fire was kindled, and the 
flame rofe forty nine cubit ' htgher, than the fur­
nace. In obedience to the king's orders the three 
young men were th rown into the jfre. How 
great was their fu rprile to foe them walk among 
th e flames \1:irh as much eafe and tranquillity, as 
if they had been in a delightful garden ! The 
king obferved, that _there were four in the fur­
nace, for God bad font an angel to proteB-, and 
comfort h;s champion s. They compofed a can­
ticle in this pla.ce of horrcur, and when d1e 
king commanded the gates to be opened, they came 
out unhurt wirhuutany damage to a hair of their 
i1ead, or to their garments. 

N, buchadnez.zar having foen this miracle and raif­
ing his voice, blefied, faid he, be the God of chefo 
three youths, who has ddivered them, becaufe 
they yielded their bodies to the flames, that thev 
~ight not offend him. But if any one ihall bJa{:. 

C -• pheme 
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pheme againfr their God, he fhaU be cut ir1 pieces 
and his houfe i~all be deftroyed, hecaufe he only 
can work theie wonders for the deliverance of 
his fervants. Then· he promoted th;m to great 

. and honouraLile e,m ploys, as he was perfuaded_, 
, .that thofe who, chufe to die rather than forfeit. 
their fidelity to God, will never _be traytors to 
,th~_ir _fovereign. 

l\7Irs. --Affable. Take particular notice of -this. 
_It is a misfortune but too common among prin­
ces to neglect men of worth .and honour; but if 
affairs of confequence are to be managed, that 
require a trufty' and faithful perfon, they will ne­
ver employ ,their partners .in debauch or wicked­
nefs. They look out then for trufty and hone(l: 

·_men, for they ar~ fatisfied, that, although they 
have ufed them 1U before, their fidelity and 
}vqrth will remain unalrerep.. _Lady Senjible, give 
us fome account of North America. 
' Lady Senjib!e. It it divided into nine parts, Mex­
ico, N ew France, Florida, New England, Califor-
71ia, the country of the Crijlinals or. Krjlinofl.i, thofe 
of Anian, f0:i:v1ra, and Ne=w Albion<~ Three large 
.riv e,rs crofs the country, the M{!fijippi, the river 
St. Lawrence, and the river de/ Nor te. There are 
many others, that are not fo confiderable. Here 
Jtre belides feveral lakes known by the following 
names, tbe Jake Michigan or frefh water fea, the 
upper lake, that of_ the Hurons, _ another called 
Erie, the la,ke Untarro: called by the French Fron-
tenac, and _feveral others. · 

Mexi~;· ·is divided into the o:ld and new. The 
.firft takes _its name from the capital, and is aliG 
_called Ner.» Spain. Though it is nearly al1 firnat-

, ed under the Torrid Zone, the air is notwithDand­
,i ng very temperate and wholefome, a_nd wh ere 
vou find a fhady place as cool as in France_. T h e 
J · - wil 
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foil is very fruitful, and abounds in gold and fil~ 

ver, and yet infread of money they make ufe of 

t>he almonds, which are found in the fruit of the 

cacao-tree. The river def-Norte partJy feparates 

this country from N ew France, and difembogues 

itfelf into the gulf of Mexico, under the name of 

Rio Bravo. The city 'of Pvlexico paffes for one of 

the finefl: in the world. A n author fays, tl1at· 

it was fitu ated upon two fakes, one offrefh,· and· 

the oth er of falt water. 

F erdin'and Cortez difcovered this part of the 

world. The inhabitants were idolaters, and fa­

crificed men whom they afterwards eat up out 

of devotion'. They lived in well built cities , and :• 

were not v.,ith'lut their arts and fciences . They 

m ade c:.dmir:1bJe piRures with fea thers of differ­

ent colours, that refe mbled \'ery exaclly what 

th ey delired to reprefent. They fa.id, that cer­

tain oracles had foretold, that foreigners \\1ould 

come by fea, and feize their· country. V✓hen 

the Spaniard, , lan_ded they were under the grea refl: 

forprife ; they fent notice to their em perbr, · that 

theie {hangers had houfes· that :floated on the fea; 

that they carried thunder, and rode tame and do-, 

C'ile monilers. Sud1 were the ideas they' formed 

of fhipping, cannon and horfes. The- emperor · 

fent them very rich prefonts, that· he -migh t in­

duce them to return home ; hut Cortez was de­

termined co· wait upon him a't his court, and was · 

g_raciouf1y received. The author of. this adven­

turer's life pretends, that the M t x franr had form-· 

ed a plot to.deG:roy th~ Spvmiards -*; and this he 
fays 

* The Mexicans had certain1 y l aid a fcherne to dell:roy the · 

Spaniards entirely ; but even this cannot jufrify cruelty and 

barbarity. V. The conqueft of Mexico by De Solis, T he more 

fonfible und confcientious part of the Spaniards are not com-

e 3 prehended · 
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fays no doubt to cloak their cruel acl:ions in that country, wl_licg are more fuited to the fury of devils than th-3 paffion of rational creatures. This has given me fo great an a verfion to Spaniard!, -that I would prefer Jiving in a defart to a life ~mong foch cruel people. 

!v1rs. Ajfr1hLe . I am much of an opinion with Jady Senjihle; and my reafon is, the poqr people were fo good natured. The inhuman behaviour oE their inv:.ders h~.s been a great obfracle to the advancing Cbriitian Religion amongfl: them. I h,-tve beard, that one of the inhabitants in a dan­gerous fickneis was upon the point of becoming a 'ChriH:ian; but he asked on a fudden the perfori who was going tO baptife him, whether the Spa-11 iard1 went to heaven. To be fore anfwered che­other. If it l>e fo, faid the dying perfon, I don't intend to go thither, and chufe rather to keep com­pany with the devil in hell, than with Spaniards in heaven. 

prehended here, who abominate the cniel~ of their country~ :men in the cor.quefi of A,11erica; nor the court of Spain, which, l1as enacted w ', olefome and good laws for the ad vantage and protellion of the natives, but many of the adventurers, per .. ions of rn~an birth, and no principles, who went to make­their fortune, and whofe rr,alice and cupidity fupported by their difian,e from a power to correll: them, and fometimes counte­nanced by the examp'.e of wic~ed govcrno ·s, who joined in, and had tbe greatefi: tbaze of the fp_oil, whofe malice and cupidity, I fay aga in, has Jain ve,:y heavy on the original Amtricans, A misfo1tune not to be imputed to the nation and go• ernment, but to unhappy cir um/lances, againft which human pru­dence could not guard the natives fufficiently from wicked and .iva ricious mrn. And this is generally the cafe in reR'lote parts of t he world, to which the attention of a governme t cannot fo well reach, and where the underparts of the admi­n 1firation too often fwerve from their infl:ructions, and others from the laws th ey ha1•e enall:ed among them(elves, for the p_ublick weal > and for the bendi.t and advantage of the ancient inhabitants, · 

Lady 

.,. 
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. Lady Loui_fa. So the Mexicans at this time ate 

not Chri.ftians. 
1\1rs. Affahle. Few remain of the Mexican fami­

lies they being almofi to rally deflroyed by the Spa_-

11iardJ, and the nations that joined Cortez. Thofo 

that are born in Mexico are Creols, that is, of a 

/t.1exican woman and a Spaniard, and they are 

fuch Chrifiians as their fathers. 

Lady .Lucy. Are the Spa?Jiards a different fort of 
Ch rifhans ? _ 

1\1rs. Affable. They are fo fo!)erfl:irious "', that 

they difhonour Chrillian Religion as we11 · s their 

neighbours in the continent. But we Jhall have 

occafion to fpea.k of this, when wii treat a:.,out 

Spain. 
Lady Ma,J'· You look angry, Mrs . ..lfjfahle, 

whilfi vou are talking of this. 
, 

. 
.l\1rs. Affable. I am, my dea.r. A robber, a li-

bertine, nay, an atheifi, 1 do not know how, i:s 

1ds odious to me than a fopedl:itious Chrifiian, 

or a perfon of counterfeit piety. Thar is my 

averfion. Farewell, ladies. The next ]effon in 

the morning fhall continue the bi.fi:ory of Fidelia. 

'11c We mufi ex.cept thofe that are well infirutted, and hav.e 

been brought up with fome education, of whom there are 

great numbers, Thtfe have fuperilition in the: utmofi abhor­

rence, but ignorant perfons are the molt fubjcct to that de• 

gree of irreligi0n, which is too common among many other 

nations with the meanefi rabQ.]e. Hyp r. cri(y is a refined wick- · 

ednefs, :ind, a3 fupedlition is the fhare of the ignorant, this 

belongs to the dereflab '. e impoilor, who coJJceals a lurking vil­

lain under the ma!k of godlinef~. Th ey are t00 many, and 

every nation has fome theats, as well as Spain and its neighbour.-

C 4 DI A-

,,. 
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*******************+ 
DIALOGUE X.X. 

J\frs. A:E:F ABLE. 

Y O {T know, ladies, that Fidelia fpeaks her­
fe]f ; we broke off where fhe left her un­wonh y coufin..-

I came home fo dejeEl:ed and difconfoJate, that I fpenr feveral days locked up in my room with­om fpeaking ro any perfon. At Jc!fi hmvcver l r e fol ved to cry once more,_ whether poverry and friendibip were abfolutely incompatible. 
I bad 2. friend; her company had been the great­efi comfort and plea{ure of my tenderer years; and I pitched upon her to make a fecond experi­ment. Amanda, for that was her name, was ve­ry compaffionate, and fufceptible of the mofi ge­nerous ientiments. I .:lid not apply to her to be relieved in my. prefent difirefs; I only wanted comfort, and defired to be encouraged in· the fa.­crifice I had made, as I thought-, of all confi­derations to virtue. My former friend had a mid-­oling fortune; her beauty over z.nd above fop­plied that defeR, . and fhe was a woman, that might hope to be fettled very.honourably; but fhe facrificed all advantages to love. She married a young officer, whofe whole dependance was the income of his commiffion. A choice fo widely difrant from all appearances of human prudence, a.sit is called, feemed to infure her approving my conduct in the refofal of a mercenary match, , ·and emboldened me to make her a vifit. 

Aman.la was a {hanger to my misfortunes ; . foe . had been in the country, w~ere :fhe 11ad fpent fome months; ; ihe. he.ard_me with great attention , 
and 
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and anf wered civilly enough; but under this out­

fide of good breeding 1 obierved a coldnefa, that 

chilled my.heart. My dear Fidelia, faid fhe, you 

have fo much wit, thatl never pretended to com­

pare with you; your underftanding is greatly fu­

perior to mine; and that is undouhtedJy the rea­

fon, why you·r way of thinking. appears very 

flrange and fingular in my opini0n, lo that- if I 

may be allowed to give my thoughts upon the · 

matter, your behaviour to a kind uncle was quite 

wrong, particularly for a young woman in your 

qrcum'itanc:es. Firfr,you offended him by maintai­

ning a doctrine, wi1ich, tho' you may think it good, , 

is \'ery contrary to the received · opinions we all ' 

have been brought up to. Secondly, you offended J 

~in} in a moll: ienfible manner in throwing up all ' 

claim to his frien i ibip and protection, and chufing. ; 

the greatefi mifery and difrrefs, rather than mar- · 

ry a man he had fingled out for you; a perfon · 

you had no a verfion to, and to wh o m you could 

nor reproach any material fault. · Good God, re­

plied I, my dear, there are many degrees, and a · 

<;onfiderable difference between loving and ho­

:r:iouring a man preferably to all others, and ha Y­

ing a horrour of, with an urter averfion, to his · 

perfon. In my opinion the firfi is the duty of an : 

honefi woman, a duty to which £he fubmits vo­

lqntarily, by ma1riage; and in the mofi ·folemn , 

manner. I found this duty more, than I cc~uld 

comply with ; and confcience would not permit · 

my engaging in this contract. It is true, that I 

am thereby expoied to all, that is difagreeable in 1 

want and poverty, but as this will hie the conie­

quence of a virtuous afrion, it caru1ot be a rea l ' 

evil, nor able to take away that happinefs, which 

virtue procures. '1)s the greatefi- plea.fore to me. _ 

.Amanda tock me vp, to find, that the firength of 

imagination fopplies you with means to be truly · 

- C S,, 11.i.p-, ·· 
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happy; may this enthuliafm continue, and mai experience ever con vi nee you, that poverry, and.. being deipifed, are not real e vil sL · I was touched to the quick wirh .Amanda's in­humanity, who dared to jeer me in this cruel manner, and was juH upon reproaching her the harJhnefs of the ad vice fhe gave me under a fhew of friendfhip; but her husband came in. He brought a genrlemar1 with him, who -foized all­my attention, though my hea rt was overwhelm­ed with bitter grief; but if bis appe1rance fixed my eyes, his ci vi l behaviour and agreeable dif­e our'. e foon prevented me in fa vour of his under­ftanding. The- captain prefenced him to his Jady, as a deierv.ing gendeman, and t he befr of his friends ; an'd George, fo the gentleman wa~ ca11ed9 • did all in hrs power to ihew, that he merited the com mendation his friend had given of him . He fncceeded fo we]l , that Amanda was perfuaded, rhe gentleman bad a mind to pleafe her, and fhe willing in return to-appear amiable enough, grew very good humoured again, to keep up the fancyJ. :fhe thought this gentleman had taken. I was got up t o take m Y. leave, but :f11e infified fo pref. ,fingl y I fhou1d fia y ar dinner, that it was im-p0llible to refufe the offer without giving her oc­caiion to think, that l refented her rough and 11ar1h behaviour to me, which I would avoid. I :flanered inyfelf, that I proceeded upon th-is mo­tive; hut I believe in the main, t he true reafon CJf niy y ielding to her importunities wa s a de­:fir-e of obferving more particularly the lovely ihanger, for whom I found, that my heart in fo,ret was already" mu:h prevented. The con­vcrfation brighteued up exn·emely ; I forgot no­thing, tha t could without affecl-ation fhew my wit in an agreeable point of view ; and Ge()1 ge 's at­tem_ion perfoadi;d. me I had not milfed my aim . 

Tl1e 
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The defert was brought on; and Amanda took 

an occa fion of giving my hifiory wid1 an ac­

count of my fentimcnts and melancholy fitua­

ti on. George beard the whole with the greate11: at­

t ention ; pity and admiration alrcrnarively took 

place in his countenance; and I plainly fa w that 

he was particularly affected. \Ve broke up very 

late; Geo1ge made the mofl: pre.fling inltanccs, that 

he might bave-Jeave to fee me home; I abfolute­

Jy refufed him, hue more like a woman., than a 

philofopher. I mul1: own I condemned this new 

born paffion; but, alas ! it was not Jefs renl upon 

that ac:.counr ;- I could not deceive myfolf, and I 

found, that there was more art than J'egard to 

decorum, in not accepting his ofter.- Ou-r ac­

quaintance was of mo freih a da te to Jet him have 

rn y con fem to r~e me again ; Lcfides thi~ might 

have given him a· worfe opinion cf me. I lent 
for a chair, but got nothing by it; George and 

his fervants waired at a finaJl diil:ance from rhe 

houfe. It \Vas in vain ~ Leg mofi carnefi-Jy he 

would let me go home by" myfe1f; be would ac­

company me •.dth his attendants, which gave me 

the greateft confufion I ha.cl ever met witb, and 

mortified me exrremeJy, for I was obliged before 

all that crowd co creep into a miferable little roo1t1, 

to which there was~ way bur through a !hop.-

. JV{ y poor lodging hdiever did not hinder him 

taking his lea \'e of me with as mud1 refpefr, as if 

he had conduB:ed me co ::i palace. 

I foon got co bed,· but had nor power to clofe· 

my eyes. /Jma11da's rough behaviour had made a• 

deep impreffion upon me ; 1 grieved that now Di~ 
was on1.y an acquaintance ; fhe no more defcrved 

t11e nan,e of a friend. J\1:y heart was caft down 

and quite difronfolare. The deplorable fituation 

l _,~:is in added to .my difi-refs. I knC\V 11ot whac· 
· C 6 cour-fa: 
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courfe to t a.,ke for a fuhfifiance. The exceili ve uneafinefs I fuffered onfeeing, that I was defpifed, convinred . me that pride fiill had a. very g·reat influence, and that 1· only help't to deceive my• folf, ,when l vainly imagined, that I bad overcome :ii.II pafTions, and brought them un.der ·the yoke of · reafon and phi-lofophy. What miferies remained for me to go through, in. the extreme ind·igence to ,vhicti l w:as very foon like to be reduced! The refu]t of all tbefe refleB:ions was, _that I . muft apply my thoughts to fubdue pride, and call to my affifiance the examples of chofe ancient fages,.. who generouf1y defpifed honours and riches, and w.ho had preferved peace of mind, under all the feeming difficulties of poverty. 

After I had raifed rnyfelf to be above the aR- -plaufo of the vu.Jgar, and, as I hoped, to meet . ,vith indifference .the f miles and the frowns of fortune, I thought I fhould be able to take a lit­tle refi; but} Gwge came into my head and put an end . to a11: this fine reafoning. I was then in , a mind, that'; I could defpife the opinion of the , whole world;_ bur I was not• at all indifferent to his though ts with regard to me, aud to imagine, ·that ever he fbould contemn me, was above my ftrength to bear. I ·compared my ficuation with that of the ancient philofophers, moff of them old rnen, . who perhaps only facrificed the plea­fores and eafe of life to pride, and to - purchafe the refpecr of others ; and I judged the cafe to be very different . My thoughts, and defires, I found were not fuch as philofophy infpired. I · could not forbear thinking, that I had made the farne impreilion upon h-is heart,. which he. had c.p mine. Wl1at reafon could I have to ket>p off the good fortune, whereof I prefume!I I had an offer? l tock no w~on_g method to ?e-
,e~y~ 

,1 
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ceive him as to my circumfi-ances; he faw what 

_ they were ; if they g:i. ve him no dilgufi, was it 

my bufinefs tQ oppofe an inclinatiop, which might 

at the fame time procure me the p1eafure of an 

agreeable match, and the conveniencies of life. 

This wai. in fubfiance all that tben occurred to 

me ; for the thought of belonging to him in any 

.but an honourable manner, was of that nature, 

as I imagined at that time, I could never corn ply 

wjrh~, 
George furprifed me that morning in the midfi 

of all my reflections. He began with the mofr 

p9lite excufes for taking that Jiberty. He added, 

that he had been informed of the extremity, to 

which I was reduced by the hard heart of an 

Uncle ·; he was rack't with tbe thoughr~ of my 

mifery, _and could not bear · feeing a mofi lovely 

young lady, and we11 deferving of all pof:. 

fible refpecr., in fuch circumfl-ances. He de­

famed, he faid, to repair- aJI the wrongs I had 

f;ffered by adverfity, and in ihort afiured me, 

that I might difpofe as I pleafed of. all that he 

was worth .. 
,, I interruptecl him, and let him know, that there 

was -only one thi-ng I could accept in honour; 

that, I could think with pleafure, that his re­

gard ari<l . compaffion due to a .gentleman's daugh­

tar, had made him tr{lnfgrefs the common rules 

of decency, which ·y..,ill not a11ow a . young wo­

man to - accept of any relief in this kind , but 

from a known and tried friend of long fiand ing ; 

that my-prefont fituatioFJ could not ·admit ·any 

fr.iend1:· intercourfe, or receiving any vifits, which 

in other circumfiances might have contributed to 

my being very happy ; and that I mufi beg leave 

not to accept his kind offers·, ancl. defire him not 

to gi ye himfelf the trouble of any farther yi fits. 

- - - I had 

I 



62 - 'The :Young Ladies Magazin;1 
I · had no fooner made this declaration, bur Ee fell on his knees, and with all the art of a skil­ful feducer, he attributed the liberty of offering his frrvice in that manner to the pailion I had infpired him with ; he conj ured me with tears n ot to punifh him with that rigour; that the greatdl: torment he could fuffer would be, not to foe me any more, and to deferve my eileem by follo wing my advi ce . A \veak _heart was ienfr­bly affet'red with thefe artful proteedings ; I had howe ver courz..ge enough to pe rfi.ft in refufi._ng far­ther vifits, and I was fo earnefl: in begging of him to retire, t ha t he obeyed. He i!:ewed as he was going, fo much r 0 fpect, g1~ef, and affection, t hat I could not for fome time fornmon reafon to my afEihnce to form a proper judgment of his behaviour. The refolt of my refle8:ions, rvas a very rational doubt, whether his imentions were honourable; they appeared quite the reverfe to m e, and I ruliy determ ined never to fee hinr a­gain. Aft~r giving m y landlord tne firifrefr or­ders to refufe me, v.:henever he came, I Jock't rnyfelf up in my room. Reafon applauded thi:s refolution, but my hea rt was rent to di1hattion> and follov.,..ed the diS:ares of rcafon with rel □tl:­ance and regret. I ho-ped at leaft to find inte­r iorly the recompenfe of this facrifice; that fa­tisfaEl:ion fo m ud1 cried up by my father, which fprings ffom vi rtue, and whic.:h virtue only can give. I fough t itin vain;. infiead of that internal cement, which I h.;.d promifed myielf, I fe lt new paffions, new defires ; to fpeak more properly, th~ paffion, to which my heart was become a prey, called in the help of all tlie others to com plere my r uin. Riches which hitherto hud been mean a nd contemptible, appeared worth y of my efteem, ii they might haye tonduced to this match. This-

xuade, 
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made me very unhappy, and yet I was forprifed ;. 

for l was not confcious of any action that I could 

reproach to m yfelf; and on the cor,trary the 

deplorable fituation. 1 was in, was ow:ng to what 

1 rook to be rhe love of virtue. 

N otwithfianding this melancholy. experience, I 

was daermined not to Iea-ve the road, which my 

father had pointed out to bappj neis, and to 

wait with patience, till virtu e fhould rewa rd my 

endeavours. Oh! I was dreadfully mii1aken. I 

had not the 1eafi idea of thefe violent fl:ruggles I 

was to go through, to pm this defign in ex~ 

ecution. Gu r-.1.e too well acquainted with. 

the foible of our fox, to he difbearrrned with 

the refufal he had met wicb, made c.laiJy a ttempts 

to come and fee me; he wrote afFcEtionate let­

ters, which came to hand from perfons I no 

ways fofpeE'red; I opened them wirbout mifrruft­

ing the hand they came from, and which I could. 

not deny m yfelf the fatisfa&ion of reading; I could 

not fiep out but I found him frill in my way .. 

How eloquent was he then to demonfrrare the 

height and excefs of his love ! 
All his attempts, though they did not flaggel'." 

my virtue, rob-bed me of that peace of mind~ 

which was the only reward I expeaed for aU. 

the facrifices I made to my duty. \Nben George 

- could meet with an opportuni t y of fpeaking to 

me out of my lodgings, I ml,]frered up all the · 

c0urage I had, to remonfrrate to him the hor_.. 

ror I ha<l of his unworthy ad<lreffes ; and with­

emt ~ny attention or regard to the oppofition J 

found from my hea.rt, my eyes fhew'd a great· 

deal of pailion and anger, which in ejf~cfi was, 

caufed by the knowledge I had of my own 

weaknefs; but I was no fooner alone, and iri 

m Y. folitucle, but 1 pa,id dearly for the feemi:11t · 
y,u;..a.-
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victories I had obtained. I -detefied\ny' fl-ate, I murmured without Teafon againfl ·the author of nature, who had made me fobjecr to .the violence of 'thefe pailions, and had not provi<ied me with means to fatisfy chem-without departing from my duty. I thought _him ·· unju{l, when I felt any re­made. · Mufi I -foffer, thought I unavoidable tor­ments, wherh&r I _refifl: or yield? I compared -my · condition with my wicked cofen's, whofe pernici­ous maxims had given me fiich horror._ He gives foll fcope to his defires, I faid, his houfe is a ren­dezvous of pleafures ; fmiles fit on his counte- · nance, and cares and tr.oubles have no ·accefs to his heart. He fays, he is happy. What power · has virtue to pleafe ? To virtue I have facrificed my fortune, my_ friends, the jncJiiiarions that were deareil- to me _; will virtue indemnify me? What mufi I expect for the reit of my life ? Po­verty,. humiliations, fufferjngs, my heart m~fi be refuied all it can wifh; thoie pailions, which are the moit preffing, mufi: be refifl:-ed, and .wit11~:mt a fufficit nt fl:rength to obtain a victory. Is this the bleffing, whjch heaven befl:ows on favorites? Are weak creatures de/igned to be a prey to their grief? This would not become-the Divine Being; I cannot·.believe it, and . yet I cannot' but think; that the condition of the virtuous is mprn dif­ad vantageous, than-that of the wicked; I find it by my _ own fad experiente. The tim,e to -com~ affords no better profpe& ; were my miferies to ~nd with life., and a happy _eternity to- make me · amends, I could fuffer ·patiently; but 'tis vain to harbour fuch a thought; the end of all, will be a total annihilation. 

But what makes me ·fay, that the future pro­mifes no better. Love offers me the difpofal of a fair fortune, a rich, lovely_ and generous fuiter, . 
who.; 

... 
• 
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who will prevent me in all that I can defire ~ he 

will be a friend, a Jover, and my 1,rotefror • 

. Shall I refofe the ad vantage offered under fo 

many qualifications that meet in the perfon I 

adore; is not the condition and fiate, which I 

avoid, far prefernble to the circumfiances, to 

which I am reduced by vi rtue ? But, after aJJ , . 

wh at is that: virtue, to which I have facrificed 

hirher'to the happinefa of my days ? Is it not an 

airy phantom, th a t fobfiils in inngincnion ? \Vhat 

muil: be called virtue in a pcrfon, who reckons but 

a few years of exifience? Surely the making her­

felf happy. I jufl: now complained of t he Crea­

tor, who formed me with pafEons, that they might 

be my torment; but jf I can cruft my new 

know ledge, I am the aurh_or of my mi sfortunes. 

He that placed me in this world for fo fhorr a . 

time, intended. undoubtedly, that I fhould par­

take of the good things he has befl:owed ; he has . 

fixed me between p1eafore and pain, and has left 

me at JiBerty to chufe. Pain is t1he evil, plea.fore · 

is virtue. What I have called virtue, is my 

evil, as it is the caufe of my. miiery. What 

need of fearing remorfes of confcience ? Am I . 

troubled with them, after eating and drinking_? 

No. God, who is the caufe of all thefe defrres, 

cannot be offended, if J_feek, to fatisfy them;· and 

to he happy is the chief- · ohjtB: of my wifhes-. I 

could not be happy- in refif.ting my paffions; let 

me try, whether g.ratifying them will have that 

effect. 
In fpite · of thefe fpecious arguments, a fecret 

voice fpoke interiody to me, and endeavoured t0 

recal me to the honourable principles; I was about 

forfak'ing. But the Divir1eJufiice was p]eafed to 

punilh my pride by a moH difgraceful tall. !:had 

never. loved virtl,le truely ; the indination, I had 
to , 
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to moral good, was only grounded upon hopes of being happy. I fought myfelf only, and · I was the idol which I adored- T his wodbip of an idol <leferved the punifhment; which I was up­on the point of fu:lfering. The education I had, could be no apology; reafon taught m e, that God being the principle, and the end of all things, all my actions were co be referred to him. Had I done this faithfully, I ihould not have \Var,ted fanh er helps. 

Lady Lucy. For God's fake, don't make an end of thi ., fad ftory; Fidel/a will certainly run head­long into vice. 
Mrs. AJJable . Sbe has jufl: now owned her cti me; and has told you, fhe was _ always guilry. Prid-e, and ielf-love l:ring down tho!e, who ao• pear more upon their guard, to a degree bclo\v . ·the unhappy wretches, who raife tbe public indig­nation. .But, ladies, theHory is fo long, that we cannot think of going through it to day, and f.o muft be put off to another. Lady Louija. I am very angry with Amanda, the worthlefs friend. 

Mrs . Affable. True friends are very fcarce, la­dies, and no wonder at it. The name is given to acquaintances, tho' there is a wide difference. You can never meet with a real friend unle[s virtue brings you together. Il.ut pleafe to obferve, that what ihe faid to Fidelia carries very good fenfe with it, but the offence was in her manner of fpeaking the truth. 
Mifs Zina . For my part, I think Fidd!a's un• cJe was very hard-hearted ; the mm·e he v,:as perfuaded, that fue was in a. dangerous way, the greater motives lie had for compaffion ; he .look'd upon her, as ftanding on the edge of a_ 1:re-

c1_p1ce, 
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cipic·e, and infi:ead of ufing means to hinder her 

falling, he helps to hurl her dc wn to ruin. 

Ivfrs. Affable. Your reflexion, my dear, is very 

judicious; and it was that, which confirmed Fidelia 

in her unhappydjfpofitions. Norhing is a greater 

prejudice to religion and devotion, than the ill 

conduct of thofe that profefs it. Let me fuppofe, 

for example, th:u I have n~ver beJieved a word 

of the goipe1, in a word, that 1 am no Ch riftian; 

you know, ladies, that a Chrifl:ian is a difcip1e of 

JcjuJ Chnji, who believes what he has faid, and 

prr.criies what he has comm;tnded. You firive 

to convert me, and to prove the truth of the 

gofpel ; and wbill1: you take great pains to con­

vince me, you don't prac'tife it yourfelf. It is 

but natural to think, that you believr·the gnfp~l 

no more than I do; for I !houl:l reafon th us in 

my mind ; if you were really Fer:uaded of the· 

divinity of J e/uJ Chriji, and that he has 1]_l0ke 

the things contained in that book, which y0u look 

upon as facred, you vrnu1d certainly pracliie that 

doctrine, which you judge to be true . · 

Ir appears by the gofpel, thar J ejus Cbrijl was 

exceeding compaffionate to poor finners; he would 

not condemn the adulternus woman; he ipoke to 

the Samaritan, he eat and converfed with perfons 

of irregular lives. 
I\1ifs Fricvolous. And you hav.e expres-fly recom• 

mended to me t6 a void perfons of bad repute. 

Mrs. Affable. I was going to make the fame 

reflexion. All virtues have their place, and they 

don't jnrerfere with each other. A young lady 

may be charitable, bm muO: be prudent withal. 

Prudence forbids her all cccafions of corrupting 

. her morals) or blemiihing lier rerutation, by con• 

ne8:ions with vicious perfons. How is charity 

to be obferyed in relation. to thefe? how mufb 
fhe 
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fhe imitate J e_/uJ Chrifl? She mufl: pray for them

1 never make their bad acl:ions the fubjecl matter of converfation, and take particular care never to fhew any contempt of them. In a word, my dear, their faults muH: be hated and detefied , and their perfo ns treated with the utm oft charity and compailion. Such is the duty of young ladies ·at yGur years. But 1, fo r in fi:a nce, and others as old, or older, may go fa rther . O ur cha ra&er ancl reputation is form ed and ef1abliihd, and be­tides we-are not of an age to ha ve any intrigue o ur~'elves. H ence we may ven ture ro beacquainred with perfons, whoie lives are not very regula r ) and ­endea vour to gain their friendfhip and confidence , that we may bring them into a righ t way. But we muft not forget, th a t w e cannot m eet with fuccefs, without a great deal of mildnefs; much patience and charity., fuch as may be proof again ft difa ppoin tmen ts. 
Lady Lucy, What is meant by charity, that is proof againfl: dif'apporntments ~ 
Mrs . Ajfah!e. We are often difappointed, where we have the befl: ·intentions. - I fhall endeavour· to reclaim a fcore of perfons from their evil courf­es, and they make me a return of the blac kcfr in~ gratitude for my-charitable attempts in t heir be­h alf. An othe1; comes in my way 'of the fame m anner of Jife. J. think to ·myfelf, the twenty fir ll will be like the reft; I fhall lofe my b boun I had befl: leave her to take her own bad way . Y ou fee, that my cha rity is n ot proof againfi: w ant of fu ccefs; and it is a very fore mark, t hat it was not very warm. Had I fpent all my days in reclaiming poor finners, my pains w ould be a bundant ly recompenfed by one only being b rought back to a virtuous life, nay, if I had only prevented one fin being_ committed. M ore-t 

over 
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•over, if I ~m truely aEl:ed by charity, that is from 

a motive of the love of God, 1 ihall really grieve, 

but only for thofe unhappy perfons, ·who have re­

fufed my kind offers; for my pa rt I ihall refl: con­

tented, that I have done what God required 

of me ; this w i11 make me eafy. 

Lfl.dy Lucy. What did you 'mean, Mrs. Affahle, 

by pe-rfons of ,coW1ter.feit piety? Did you mean 

hypocrites? 
Mrs. Ajfahle. And a great many more. The 

true hypocrites are thoie, who know their guile 

and .affe8: to appe.ar virtuous, though they con­

tinue iri their diforders, they j:lre monfl:ers; : and I 

!hall pats them over in .(i}ence. 1 mean fincere 

hypocrites, ·if the expreffion is al19wed, who do 

not deceive ochers, till after they have deceived 

themfelves; and who, becaufe they commit no 

great crjmes, go rn chµrch, and give a few cha .. 

r~cies, think they a,re fa)nts, and have right to fay 

with the pl1ariiee, God, I thank thee, that I am not, 

aJ other .men ara. 1 ihall have a great deal to fay 

on .this head, and it wilJ be a proper opportunity 

when we are come to fpea,k of the ho] y Gofpels,. 

There we ihall find all the diflinEl:i ve mark~ of 

true and falfe piety. Adieu, children! Mifs F, i­

walous may coµie to our pri yace conference, if fhe 

~tfv-e i~. · · 

DI A-

, 
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lady Lours A, Lady Luc Y, :rvii1s Zr NA, J\Aifs 
FRivoL?U s, l"1!rs'. An A~LE, Lady SINCERli• 

Lady Lou r s A. 

Y OU know Iv1rs. Ajfahle was to inform us 
how .fhe ipent the ua y ; Die v.ras got no far­

t her than her morning prayer. 
Mrs. AjJa/JLe. She will go on, ladies, where fhe 

left off. 
Lady Lucy. Indeed, Mrs. Affable, I cannot ac­

count for your requiring thi.s of me ; I think it: 
very filly to entertain .theie ladies with what only 
concerns me. 

Mrs . Affable. If I was a polite flatterer, I would 
de!ire theie ladies to ob'erve, how humble you are, 
_fince you are fo unwilJing to fjJeak of yourfolf; 
but that is not my bufineis, my dear, and re, ac­
quit me of the promife I made you never to dif­
guife rn y thoughts, I take this to be felf-love with 
a mask of humility. You are not fo much afraid 
of being, as of appearing filly in talking of your­
fe1f; 'tis chis has made you before hand with us. 
l;o punifo that little artifice of pride, which has 
fiole upon you, I infifi: upon your farisfying the la­
dies about the matter in quefiion,without one fin• 
gle word of reply. 

Lady Lucy. I obey, but firfi give me leave to 
thank you, Mrs. Affable. You do me the great­
ert piece of fervice, by helping me to fee into my 
own heart. How many things lie concealed 

there., 
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there, which it is import.ant for me to know, and 
which, with your aHifianc•:, I fhall difcover? 

Lady Sincere. Let m e interrupt you for a mo­
ment. To what purpofo is this continua l exa­
men of our [elves? You woulJ have us Jive, as 
they fay nuns do in their con vents; but Mrs. Af­

fab le , we are born to appear in the grand monde, 

what fhould we rack our brains from morn­
ing till night, to difcover the fecret motives of 
our alHons? let us do it honefily without all this 
a.do. 

I~1ifs Frirvolou1. Lady Sincere is for me; I had 
the very far..i e th ought this moment. 

Lady Sincere . Give me :leave, my deari to explain 
my meaning. vVI1en I object to l\frs. Af!ah e, it is 
in obedience to her orders; fhe will not have us 
take her word ; hence I muf1: infifl: upon a proof ; 
not but that I a.m reall y per!u.-1ded, tl ia:t what f11e 

fays is true, and that fhe can ground it on very 
folid reafons ; and I am always re>a ·! y to give up 
my own opinion, as foon a s Jh.:: h~s 111ewn 1 that 
it is wrong. 

M rs. Affable . T his is an ::i.dmirabl~ djfpofition; 
and I am convinced you will fa ll in wi th my opi­
nion, that we muf1: not allow nuns co be the only 
perfons, that ar-~ to make this conlhtnc and dili­
g ent examen of their hearts. 

You deGre to be happy ; we have foun d out, 
that the fouree or fpring of happineis is within 
our hearts, that irregular paHions arc the n1aJn 
obftacles to happineis , c:.nd particlllarly mi­
fyaken frlf-love. As we pluck up fome m e ts 
of felf-love_, and other p.1Hions, we pluck up 
an obfracle to our bei ng hrppy . To diicover, and 
~o erad icate thefe obCT:acles, requires conflant a t .. 
tenrion, and watchful care ; and hence all that: 

would be happy muit be very vigilant to difrover 
an 
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an enemy, which, when they know him not, it 
is not in their power to overcome. 

· Lady Sincere. I am now folly fatisfied, that it 
is necefiaTy to fearch ·ince.ffanrly into the inmofr 
receffes of the heart. And 1 beg lady Lucy to _ 

rgo on with what ihe had to fay to us. 
· Lady Lucy. .• I fpend, as .I had the · honour to tell 

the ladies, half an hour at my morning prayer, 
and read fome book 0f devotion -till breakfafr, 
which is -brought up about -an hour after. 

Mrs. Affable. What do you do .to make _your 
.aB vantage of this reading? 

Lady Lucy. Suppofe that it is a fermon againO: 
van.icy. Before I b~gin, I beg the light of the 
Holy Ghoit, that I m~y be advantage:i by 
this reading; 1-am pe1;fua.ded, that God is about 
to inflruct me , and this puts me into that: 
refpectfol fituation of mind, which his words re­
quire. If-I find, that this {ermon takes notice of 
any faults, which vanity has made me commit, 
I beg pardon of God, and feek out the mea11s, 
by which I may avoid them for the future. I re­
flect -upon other faults, to which vanity would 
e·xpofe me, if.I foffered ·it to get ground in my 
heart; and this encourages ·me to talEe good refo­
lutions for my who-le Jife, and particularly for 
that day; but as I am confcious of my weak­
nefs ., l beg of God, through the merits of J tfus 
Chrijl, the firengrh neceifary to put my good 
purpofes in execution. I conclude with gi v­
mg God -thanks, who :has -in(pired thofe thoughts 
whilfi I was reading. I practice the fame method 
when I hear -a fermon. 

Mrs . .Ajfahle. Mifs Frivolous has promifed t!)· 
correct her failings, and to live like a Chrifiian. 
This is the -way to go about it; you mufr own, 
,ny dear, that you hatl not fo much as the idea 

of 
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·of a proper difpo!ition -to hear the word of God 
with advanta_ge. · 

Mifs Frivolous. Now I will give you an account, 
how I hear a fermon; as to good books I am quite 
a fhanger to that fort of reading, to my ihame be 
i-t faid. l\1y firft care is to be drefied in the ex­
aB:efl: and nicefl: manger ; I look upon tbe cburd1 
as a place of_ pub-lie fhew; and, as r divert the 
t!=!dious hour with ex:.imining and criticizing th e 
drefs of others:, I fo ppofe they are employed in 
the fame manner about me. When I think, that 
gentlemen of n1y acquaintance will be th ere, I 
-make myielf fo much :liner in drefs ; but it fcld orn 
happens.; it is very rare -ro .fee tho.fe at church , 
if you except fome old gentlem en, for wb om 
it is not worth a young lady's while to drefs. 

Mrs. Affable. Formerly, my dear, more young 
gentlemen appeared at church; not that tber 
were more devout on this account. A de­
fire to fee the ladies in vited them to church ; for 
the ladies then kept their houfes, and only went 
out ·to prayers. At prefent the cafe is vafl:ly 
different; they are to be found in all _places, at 
all meetings; you need on.Jy go to St. James's park 
in a m orning , and to all public places; . you may 
obierve whole clouds of them ; and it is no diffi­
cult task to difcover, tha~ they do not c.ome fo 
much for the ·benefit of a wholefome exercife, as 
to fee and be feen. In the eveni.mg they iwarm 
at the theaters, a11 public places and afiembJies. 
You may gather ealily from wha.t has been faid, 
than it is quite idle to look for them at church. 
Be pleafed to go on, mi,fs Fri'Volous. 

Mifs Fri<Volous. If the preacher is but very in. 
;different at his trade, I yawn and fall afleep. If 
he char.atl:erizes vice., I am very ready in applyin~ 

VoL. III. D the_ 
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the defcrrpti.on to Mrs; or Mr. fuch-a~one; but 
never did le come i~to my head rn look at home; 

~md co · fee how the difrourfe fitted me. Between 

the applications I make of the fermon, I bow to 

i'ome body on t h-e right, cafr an eye upon fame 

other at the -left. I am taken up with the play 

I D1all go to next, or the Jafr night's ai1em­

bly ; in a word, I do all f can to pafs a way 

the time, and to make that fhort, whieh at church 

appears fo long. 
Lady Louifa. I cannot fay, that I do the fame, 

but \vhar I do is really tantamount. I hear the 

1,reacher with great indifference; and yec now 

and then I feel fome impulfe to virtue, but which 

flips away like 1igh cning ; and the difrraaions I 
freely admit coming from church make me for­
get what I have heard, unlefs_I remember it to 

c•ricicife the preacher. 
· J\1rs .. Affable. · J-Jence you may judge, ladies, 

v.•h a~ benefit may be received from the word of 
God; however the Scripture teaches us, that his 

word is never pronounced in vain; it hardens 

ihofo,· whom it does not convert. The word of 

God is like the Sun, which produces very dif­

terent effe:ts on. different objects expofed to its 

rays; it bleaches wc1x and tanns the face, melts 

fnow ·and hardens day. How do you go on af­
ter_ reading? 

Lady Lucy. I go cfO\vn to breakfaft ; in the way 

l beg of God, that he· will not fuffer me to for­

get caking care_ o_f rn y fou.l by ro.o rnucl; attenti­
on ro rhe nounffimenr of rl.1e body. V\- hen I fit 
down to cable, I thank him for providing me with 
.food and appetite to take it wi th pleafure. 

M-ifa Zina. fs it allowed tio offer one's pleafores 

~ to Goel; as wel 1 as the pains o.n e foffe rs ? 

l\1rs. 
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, Mts. Affable. All mu.fr be offered, · ladies. Ile­
fides, the innocent pleafures we find muft excite 
'our gratit1:1de. You may loath all fore of food; 
to eat in that cafe would he· a torment; hovt 
unhappy were our condition, .if that difgufl: con­
tinued? Since Goel has fa ved us this trouble, and 
has given us a pleafure in fatisfying the cravings 
of nature, the leafr we can do· is t:o return him 
thanks. Go on, my dear . 

M·rs. Affable. After breakfafi I take an hour 
of r-elaxacion, that is, I1 rake a walk in the gar­
den, or I fing at my work, or play upon the har.p­
ficho1:d. From time co rime I rdleEl:, that God 
is prcfent, I offer him all· my rEtions, or, I fay 
fome very Ihort prayers to myielf. 

Lady Louifa. But this feems ro take off all re• 
-la-xation. Thefe a.hd foch Jike thoughts are 
mighty ferious for a time allotted ro diverfi.on; it 
-is moreover very troubJefome thus- to recollect 
one's atten.tion. 
, Lady Lury. Not in the leaft, madam. To think 
of the divine pretence is a great comfort. I th en 
look upon myfelf as a favourite child, who takes 
his diver11on under the eyes of an indulgent and 
kind father; his render parent looks upon hirn 
with complacency, and is yleafed t0 fee his mirth ; 
and as the prayers are then very fhort, they are 
only quick motions or pious breathings of the 
heart towards God. When I began witb. this 
method, I flood in need of aH my attention to 

·call to mind theJe good thoughts; now they of­
fer themfelves without the leail:- conflpint on my 
ftde. At eleven I go up to my chamber, and 
read fame hifl:ory, I ftudy geography, and I 
write down what has ftruck me, and feemed 

· moft material in my reading. -The time is fpent 
in this manner till half an hour pafi: three, when 

D 2 m_y 
.. 
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my woman comes to drefs ~e; it goes fo fall-, 
that I always fancy ihe comes an hour too foon. 
,vhen we are in the country I leave off reading 
nn hour fooner; but I pay dear for it, particular­
ly, where the fubject is important, and engages 
my attention. 

Mifs Frivolous. What makes you 1a y your 
book afide, if it is a more agreeable paf1ime, than 
·walking out? , : 

Lady Lucy. The deiire of doing the will of 
.God, and to avoid an ill habit of acting merely 
by fancy. 

Mifs Frivolous. Does God concern himfelf, whe­
.ther you read or walk? I take it, that he is very 
indifferent to either. And then, I don't fee where 
the neceffi ty lies of putting our fancies under this 
.confha~nt,- particularly innocent ones and not 
prejudic.ial to any perfon. 

Lady Lucy. God·, who gave me a body intrufr­
ed me with the care of its health; and.if, througb 
my fault, I either neglected o.r wronged my truir, 
I fhould fail in a point of that duty, which I owe to his divine majef1y. Now, exercife is necef­
fary for the prefervation of health; and if I con­
fined m yielf at home, I ihould fall into fame di­
fiernper by my own fault. You fay, that there 
is no harm in indulging our whims, when they 
.are harmJefs ; I don't diipute ir, and it is purely 
from ielf~love, that I check mine. What I may 
.do hereafter I c,annot _fay. Perhaps I fhall marry, 
and, in fpite of al-1 precautions, it may ea lily hap-­
pen I {hall light upon a husband, wbofe whims 
will not taliy with mine. Were I accufl:.omed to 
humour mine, we 11°ight pofiibly quarrel from 
morning till night, or 1 mufi: indure a great deal 

. from the nece!Iity of meeting with perpetual con­
tr.aditlions. 
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tradittions. Is it not much 1'etter to take an 
early habit, and be ufed co contradiB: one's felf? 

Miis Fri'Volous. Now I love you for the refo­
lution you take of making yo urfelf unealy for a 
husband; oh! you will quire ii)oi l him, Ldy 
Lucy . I don'r,pretend to fay, I will never yield 
to a husband ; but, I afiure you, he fhalJ rea ch me 
to do it by his own example; he fhall- be upon 
that footing, before I marry him ; and I will en ­
ter a very ;olemn declaration, that I never will 
be a Dave ro his maggots. 

Mrs. /IJf,1ble. You will cut yourfelf out a 
grea t deal of fine work. A lover will promifo 
to fetch · down the moon from the skies; but 
thefe gentlemen's promifrs are written upon the 
leaves of trees; beware of the firfl: high wind. 
You put me in mind of a lady; .no, pofitively; 
fhe would not marry, unlefs her husband "bought 
her a coach. Her ½_)ark promifed, and put hi-~ 
hand to the promiie; he kept his word, but the 
devil a horfe would he buy. 

Lady Sincere. Could I imagine I fhould- ever 
meet with fuch ufage, I would continue fingle all 
the days of my life. I have been und.er fubjec­
tion fince my birth, and have obeyed either ilf or 
well; I am fo tired with it, that I will in my 
turn be obeyed by others and ceafe co o-bcy. 

l\i[iis Zina. My opinion, dea r lady, i:s very dif­
ferent from yours . I am perfuaded, that when 
I take a husb~nd, I take a mafier; and I am ful­
ly refolved, that all my endeavours mall be ufed 
to make his will in great or 1efs matters the rule 
of mine; and this I ihall efreem to be my duty. 

Mrs. /J_ffahle. If fo, ladies, 'tis no hard matter 
to tell your fortunes. Lady Sincere will meet 
with more contradiB:ions, than any woman, and 

· will of courfe be the unhappiefi of her fex by fol-
D 3 lowin.,. .:,· 
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lowing her principles. Miis Zina will get an ab­
foJute power over her husband; -complaifi:J.nce is 
the on.J y means to engage and to mafier hearts. 
l •Vithin a few years, ladies, you may give me 
fame account of thefe predicl:ions, 

D I A L O G U E XXII. 

J\frs. A" FA BL E, 

LET us begin with lady Mary's 11-cry r 

Lady Mury. Cyax,u:n, uncle to Cyrus, and 
wi10 is called Dai·ius in the frdpture, appoinrd a 
.great many princes or Satrap1, that is, gover­
no_rs of tbe feveral provinces in his empire; and. 
,placed three prefidents, of whom Daniel was 
the firfr, over them, to have an eye on their 
condua. Daniel was in the higheil favour 
.with Dari.iu,. which raifed great jealoufy among 
the lords and princes of the court:. They long­
ed, and watched for an opportunity to ruin him ;. 
but Daniel was fo faithful in the execution of 
J1is high employ, tbat he left no hold fo.r 
any accufation Upon which they refolved to 
lay a fnare for him, in regard to his punc­
tual obiervance of rhe law of his God. To 
th.is en'.1 they prevailed upon the king to iffue a 
decree, by which it was forbidden, during ch,e 
fpace of thirty days, to ask any petition of any 
God or man, excepting the king under pain, for 
the tranfgreffor, of being cafr into the den of lions. 
This decree did not hinder' Daniel praying three 
times every day with his face towards J,erufa!e.m , 
·Thde men informed the king, and repreienred to 

him .1r 
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him, that accordii1g to the !1-anding law of the 

]t1.edeJ and PerjianJ the royal decrees were irre­

vocable. Darius did all he could to fa ve Daniel's 

life, but in vain; he commanded lJaniFd to be 

brought and ca n: into the den of lions, he faid to 

him with tears in bis eyes, Daniel, the God, ,u;/;0111 

thou Jcr<Z.'fji continual!), he <u-·d l deli ver thee. As he 

fea.rcd the rage of his enemies, more th an th e 

iieccenefs of r:1 c Jio;i'.:;, he put his own ieal t0 

t he !lone, which co vered rhe den, that ic mi gh.t 

.:J nt: be rcmovd . The king ret i.rcd to the p:dac-:! 

in grc;:.r g rief ; 1i.1ppcr w::ts nDt Lr<'ugbr in, a 

ufa,ti, he t~til c-::i, and il-:ep departed from his eye~ .. 

The king arofo early in the morning, and wen·., in 

hafl-e., ro the den of lions, \Vhcre he cried ou,t 

with a lamentable \'Oice, Daniel, he faid, has th f · 

God been able to clell vcr thee from the lions ? 

Yes, Danie./ anfwer~d, my God has fent his anaeJ, 

and I am free from all hurt amongCT: thefe dre~d­

fu·l animals. The king was overjoy'd, he com­

manded Daniel to be brnught out of the den, nnd 

his accufers to be cafr in, whom the lions cauahc 

and broke their bones 'in pieces, before tlley 

reached the bottom of the den . 

. Mrs . .Ajfahle. If rhe wicked, and jealous, and 

ib. □derers, were puni111ed in this manner, we 

.fhould not have fo many among us. · , 

Lady Mary. If I may fpeak my opiBion, . c;rax• 

ares .VariJJs, was a bate weak man, to ex-pofo an 
inno.cenr p:erfon to death, and not to puniih his 

envious i11formers. ' 

Mrs. Affable . This happe.ns to \Veak princes. 

They are tools of tbe pailions ,.;.f all thole, wh/l 

come near them. Their foible .frands them in 

lieu of all manner of gui-lt. · What this paifage 

of the facred writings iuggcfrs t.o us, with re• 

gard -ro princes, is applicable to all mankind. -A. 
D 4 weak 
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weak man is ready for any fault, to which· tre 
fuffers himfelf to be perfuaded. I had rather 
deal with a wicked perfon., than one of his cha­
racrer; I am fore I think fo ; for you cannot 
:rely upon fuch -a- one, for a quarter of an hour 
togccher. 

-Lady Senjible. You gave me Jeave· to repeat ro 
-cb,.:: ladies, the foift:orirnl paffa.ge& that regard Cy-
, ,JS; I am n ow going to prove:.- that Cya:xareJ ha.cl. 
a { n ail !bare of ien!e, bccaufe he was jealous . 

. ;\frs.. A_(fab!e. Very right, my dear; there i-s-
1V) t :>. mo1;e cert::tin mark o.f a. law -rated genius, 
than jealouiy. Bue before we enter upon this ar­
ticle concerning CyaxarCJ, we ihould know who 
GJru1 v;as. Lady ff7itty il1a1l begin, and you will 

·11e pJeafed to go on. 
Lady Witty.. AJlJage1 king of Media, had a 

daughter called Mana'ana; fhe was a grown young 
worn.an, when his fon CyaxareJ was born; her 
father gave her in marriage no Cambyfi1 the 
.Perjian and heir to that crown. The Perjian do­
minions ·-»ere of no great extent, but yet very 
E.:onfiderable, as being inhabited by a virtuous 
people. Their virtue was not owing to their 
having different inclinations from others; they 
ha d not more- wonh and honour by. birth than 
other nations ; but the-good education they re­
ceived; corre8:ed their defe8:s, and made them 
a?Fear a different n ation. They had not this 
b::neficial educati0n from their parents ; a fa­
ther was not allowed to keep his fon at Home ;_ 
and all the children, whom they defired to for­
ward in the world, were to be fent to public 
fchools. They had three forts of academies. 
The fidl: was for J.iccle child ren ; here they eat 
norhina but bread with crefles, and only drank 
water.

0 

Their -bed,.. was a carpet laid on tb.e 
ground,. 
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ground, an-:l however cold the feafon might be,. 

no fire was ever allowed They were taught 

in this firl1: fchool, to reipefr, to love, and to 

rra:rife religious duties ; they brought them up 
·to a habit of obedience, and after foveral years 

pafied in chis fcl-1001, they were fcnc off co another 

at fifteen years of age. 
Lady Mary. You know I am not greedy, and 

I am facisfied, chat Jiving. hard lengthens our 

days ; and fiill I cannot approve this method of 

d ie ting poor ch-ildren, What, always crefles? 

Would the y have been lefs robufr, if from time 

to time th ey had. been treated. with other food, a 

eoarfo fort of puddincr, and.fame boiled mutton ? 

lam hearty and well ,. though this is frequently 

my food-. 
lvlrs. Ajfah!e. The Per/i:ms, my clear, were fi-ill 

iN better health than you. Ti1ey might indulge· 

the girls with thefo dainties.; bur·their boys were . 

tb be brought up fomething harder; they foun1 

the ad vantage of this diet, when they cook the 

# eld for warlike operations, and were very happy, 

if they could meet with bread. and water. 
Lady fliolent. What, to lie on. the ground, with, 

only a.carpet, is not that-a·. great hardfhip-? 

Mrs, Affable. I affore you, 1\1-adam, that, as• 
lady. Senjible was faying-. t'other day, the body_ 

may be accu.il:omed co. an,y thing. l lay, when I . 

was very young, on a bed as hard as the floor, . 

a.nd I have found ·it, of very -great fervice to me. : 

I: flee well every where, and l meet w.irh peo-· 

ple, who if they chang_e their beds, cannot get a~· 
wink of ileep; that, you mufr fay, . is -extremely 

incon v-enient. Lady Mary willies the Perjians fuch. 

meat as fhe knows, . and, likes; a child, born in:, 

the m_ountainous parts of Ireland, would wifh·· 

them. to haye potatoes; and. if the Perfun aca,- ·, 
. . : · - - D .s,, - dem~· 
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demy had been kept up to our time, they \vouH 
imagi_ne you had poor fort of dier, for want 
of crefles. What relates to the body, does 
net defen·e the attention of a rational being; it 
is an animal you may bring up as you pleafe. Go 
0 1J, Lady ff/i.t~r, tell us what was done in their 
iecond ac;:i.demy. 

Lady f/7itty. They finifhed, as-I may fay, th.e 
ducation of die body, by painful and laborious 
exerC11 es . In -the third acc'..demy the youth were 
taught the fciences, fored to the conditions of Jifo 
they were to fo!low. A1:mdana had a fon calJed 
Cy, w ; he was brought up a t thcfe pu~1ic frhooJs ;. 
but wI1en h.e was twelve ye:irs of age , h-is mother 
t~ok him with her to pay a vi.fie to bis grandfa­
ther ..l!jlyages. This was a dangerous journey for 
C;rus. In Media, they lived in great · fiate and 
magnificence ;. and i·t was much to be feared, that 
profofrnefs and th eir grand entertainments would 
b.ring a youth of twelve years to a difgul1: of 
the plainneis and rigour of the Perjian1. Cyrus's 
good frnfe refcu ed him from danger; and, 
when his gran dfather as.ked him, what he 
thought .of the fo mptuous fea.fl:s of the Medcs-, 
they, he anfwered, cake much pains and fetch a 
g'.reat w.ay about to fatisfy the cal]s of nature; 
the Per/1.um take an ea Ger way, a little bread 
an~ water, w.ich .fome crefies , fati~fies their ap-
per: te. · . 

Nirs. Affi .. h!e. Lady Vi?len t, if you r-e member 
.A/iyage /s feafi, pray favour us with the account of ~r. / 

· Lady Fiole11t. Aflrn~es took it into hi~ head to 
for.pri1e C;rus wi-th the magnifi<:ence of his 
court; t0 this .effect, Jie invited the; great ones 
tQ a fup.erb entertainment, and -gave t!:1em in­
fl:r.uEt,ions w appear af richly ap1)qr.1;1k<l as po!:._ 

- iible, 
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fib!~. Towards the end of the feaft, I give you, 
faid Aflyages to his grandfon, all that is upon the 
table. You may difpofo of it, and make prelenrs 
to thofe you like beft. Cyrus gave a great diih 
to one_ that feemed the mo1 willing to obey his 
grand papa's orders ; he beftowed another upon 
the perfon, who waited on Mandana his mother; 
the riding mailer had a prefent alfo ;. in H,orc he 
gave nothing but what he could juH:ify beH:ow­
ing 'Nith very good reafons . The king's cup­
bearer Sacas, waited a'.. the door of the prefence-

. chamber, and had refofeJ him admirtance, when 
hi~ grandfather \v,as a'.Jout bufrnefa. Cyrus bore 
him a grudge on this account, al'l<l gave him 

· IJothing. Since y1u are for rewarding merit, 
faid /lftJages, yon ihou1d have ·ma.de a pre1ent to 
Saca1, who tills out lo 1rnndfome1y to cl.rink. Th.at 
:requires no great skill, fa.id C,ru1; I am but a 

~child, and 1 will undertake doing it as we!'!, as 
. your cup· bearer. Let us fee, faid /:/jliage s_. U poJ1 

J;bi-s, Cyrus took aM th.e proper i11]p1ements, and 
acq.uitted himlelf very handfom ely of tbe cup­
hearer's offo~e. As he c0uld fee , th-at he had. 
p-lea.Ced ·his grandfarher·, he fell a laughing; poor 
Sacas, he cried our, thou art ruined., I fha.J.l have· 
thy poft. Hold there, replied /Jflyages, you for-

~ got the main point, you did not taH:e th e wine, 
· I did not forget that, Cyrus anfwered, but omit­
ted it on purpofe; I am not y,ec mad enough. to 
tafrc poiion. How comes wine to ~e poifon in 
your opjnion, faid Ajiyages? Cy>·us anf wered, that 
rliofe, who drank it, loft their ienfes. I took no-

·tice t'other day, that, with drinking wine, you for­
. got that you was a king, and th~ otqers, that 
· they were your fubje2rs. All talked a-t once, 
· laughed without reafon; and when you were for 
a dani:eJ eyery one reeled. But, Ajlptges went· 

D 6 on)· 
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on, does not the f=!me happen to your father · 
Cam~vflj? When my father has drunk, his thirfi: 
is q_uenched, and chat is all chat hapoens . 

. Mifs Bella. I zi.·m of opinion, that it would hav:e 
been as well, if, inftead of bringing ULJ Cyru; to 
Jive. en grafs like a brute,. he h·ad -be~n formed 
to a luiLic of ·curb_ing his paffioo, . and not feeking 
ro be rev.enged. It was · not handfome to find 
fault with rne cup-bearer.; afrer all~, he bad only 
done his d1..1ty. Thefo Perjian virtues were not. 
unlike thofe of the Lace,;w;onians .• 

.1\,1rs. Ajfafi..e. I mufi. own Madam, . your re­
flecrion is very pi oper. Cyrus's diJpleafore could 
not be jufiified, .and the revenge be took was very 
meaJJ. A generolls perfon fcorns to be· reveng-­
ed of one, who cannot defend himfelf. Bue 
in, the main, i~ may be, this fault it is not to 
be imputed fo much to the Perjian education, 
as to C)'rus himfelf: Has none · among you, la­
dies, nev,er failed in ol:ferving fuch things, as I 
h~ ve /ecommended ? We ihall fpeak again of' 
Cyru1, the latter end of chis ]eifon, if we _rnn 
have rime ; but. we hav.e fo rr,e flories-out· of che ­
fcr.ipture to go through, which mufi take place. 
Lady fT.io lent, it is you.r turn. 

L,1,d y Violent. The Lord fpoke to a man name.d 
Jcm ci h,, faying :_ Arife, go to }line<Veh, and ac­
q~aint the inhabitants, rhat thefr cjry ihall be 
~efiroyed forty _da.ys after thy proI?_hecy .. Jona~, 
rnfread of obeyrng, went. on board _a ih1p bound 
to another place. For he fa.id to himfelf, I 
1now that the Lord is go0d and merciful; and 
that he is ready to forgive, aod as How t.o puni1h. 
If · the. people of NinViJeh repent, . they will b_e 
forgiven, ~nd I 1hal1· be looked upon as a fa1fe 
:erophet. Whereupon ]fir.ah went on board to 
_iiee · fr~m the £refe~~e 9f f~~ ,-~rd; ~ jf there 

' ~'1+ 
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was-fome place out of his fight, and out of his 
p0wer . Bur whe°: they wer~ out at iea, the 
Lord fem a great wmd.; tl1e pilot, the crew, and ✓ 
the paffenaers, each pm up thei r pr~yers to cheir 
God, to be preierved from this imminent danger. 
Jonah alone was in the ho:d, wh ere he lay, and 
was faft aDeep; and the mafl:er finding, that_ he 
fled from the prefonce of God, a waked him, and 
faid, whac ih::.ll we do to thee, that the iea 
may be calm;; Throw me into tbe fea, anfwered 
Jonah, for I know, that for my fake, thisrem­
I?efr is come upon you. They were very loch to 
come to this exrrerniry ; bur, as the tempefl: 
grew more viol~nt, they took J 6nah, and caft 
him into the !ea. Now the Lord ha-j prepared a 
grea t fifh, (a whale no doubt,) - and Jonah was in 
the belly of the fifh, . chat fwallowcd him, three 
days and three nights, where he compofe<l a can--­
ticle, or prayer, to the Lord ; and, after this timy 
was expired, the fiih cafl: up Jonah upon the ih-ore, 
whence he took the road to Nine'Veh. Tbis was 

-a vafl: city, of three days journey-; and Jonah 
went through ~r, crying out aloud, yet forty 
days, and M'newh ihall be overthrown. 

The king, and the inhabitants hearing this 
dreadful prophecy, fell profl:mre. on the ground·, 
and covered themfe1ves with fackdoth and a1hes·. 
The king proclaimed a rigorous fafl:. to be ob­
ferv'd, and faid, \vho can tell, if God wiJl turn 
and repent, and turn a way from. his anger, that 
we perifh not ? God fa w their works, that they 
were humbled before- him, and penitent ; and he 
forgave rhe Nmevites, which was a ca11fe of great 
difpleafure to Jonah, who - thereby fa w himfelf 
expofed to be thought a fa]fe prophet. He left the 
-iown, and was exceeding angry, and he befought 
the. Lord. to . take . hi~ life fr.om.- him. He. fay - - - -- - - - -- __ .., .. - - . . -- Jh""t 

- ' . - - .t 
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that night on the ground, and the Lord God pre~ 
pared a fhrub to Frotec1: him from the heat of 
the ii.in by its fhacle. The growth of the ihrub 

. was fome comfort to the prophet, but the next 
day1 God fent a worm, which fmote the fl1rub, 
fo that it withered away . In the morning, before 
the run rofo, God raiicd a vehement eafl: win~d, 
and th e hear wc1s fo exceilive, that the prophet, 
who was now left without a {helter, fainted and 
wifhd a fecond tin1efordeath. Then God fpake 
unto him ; thou did.fl: not plant, nor water tha.t 
fhrub ; and. yet the withering of this plant af­
fl.ic'rs thee , fo as to make thee hate thy life ; thou 
couldfi wlfh it bad been fparcd. How much 
more did l w ii11 for th~ repentance of 1Yine'7.leh, 
that my jufiice might find rc0m to fpare more 
than fix icore th.oufand perfons tha t cannot (\J.i:. 
cern between their righ1t haf.l'd, and t•heir left. 

Lady M4ry. Oh fie! It was very unbecoming 
jn a prophet, to be a,ngry, be.caufo God was pleafod 
to forgive the poor lvi1,en.1ite1. 

Mrs . • ~!fable. We mufr forget the fault of Jo­
nah, fince God wrought miracles to make him 
fenfib1e of his mifiake, and to jufiify his proceed­
;ing, with regard to Ni111:'TJ1 h, that guilty Lut re­
pentant city. J onah's ex.c~fe for not obeying,. 
1s very Gngu1ar, be.ca.ufe the Lord, faid he, is 
re;;.dy to forgive, and Dow to anger. But he will 
puni.{h at lair, if we perfi!l: in the abufc of his 
manifold grnces.. Now is your turn Jad y Char-
km. . 

Lady Charlotte . There was a man in the land 
of Uz whofc name was Joh; he feared God, and 
ferved him fo faitbfully, that he deferved rn 
have bleilings heaped upon him, and his family. 
~{e had ieven fans and three daughters, was very 
rich1 and one of the greatd1 men -in the Ea/I. 

Hi~ 
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His fans went and feaftcd in their h01:ifes, every 
one his day, and called for their three J'.ifiers to cat 
and drink:witfl_ th -=m . And, when the days of 
their feafring were gone round, he aflemblcd chem 
all at home, and offered facrifices for them, to 
beg pardon of God for the offences, they might 
poffrbJy have committed. 

One day the fans o f God,came to prefcntthem­
felves before the Lord, and Satan came alfo 
among them. The Lord faid unto Satan, hafl: 
thou not admired the virtue of my fairhfol frr­
vant 'job? Satan made anfwer: Thy fervant doth 
not f ear God for nought;. th ou haH: given him 
all good things in pl r.ry ; it is very eafy to lo ve· 
thee, and ble1s thy n2,me in profpericy ; bur put 
forth thy hand, and rouch all rliat he hath, ruke 
from him the good things of this world, and he 
will curfe thee to thy face. Bd10ld, faith the 
Lord to Satan, all chat he hath .is in thy power, 
only upon himfe1f put n ot fortl1 thine hand. At 
the fame time, Sa tan came down upon earth , 
fuliy refolved to do Job all the hurt poilib!e, and. 
force him to murmur agair.fl: p ro vidence. One­
day, that his fons and dau ghters did eat and 
drink wine in their eldef1: brother's houfe, a mef~ 
fenger came to Job·, a.nd informed him·, that the 
e·n~m1es had fallen upon his oxen, and his afies, . 
and had carried them off, and flain his fervancs,. 
and that he was the only one efraped to come with. 
the news. Whi-le ·he was yet ipeaking, an other 
came and fa:d, the fire of Gori is fallen frQm. 
heaven, and has bµrnt up the ilieep, and the for­
vants, and. I •'ivas the only one that efcaped . This 
had no fooner done, but he heard from a th ird~ 
that the Ca/deans ·had feized his camels, and put­
his fP. rvants to the fword, all but himielf. This 
hlfi had not done frec1.king, when another brought 
- ili= 
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the account, -that a furious wind had blow·R· 
d'Jwn the huufe, where his fans and daughters 
Were at dinner, and tbat they and their fer van ts 
w ere buried un ier the ruins. Upon hearing thefe 
mefa.ncholy acci:i.ents, Joh rent his robes, to. 
iliew tha.t he was not infenfible to all thefe loffes,. 
but at the fame time, he br:oke out int.a rhefe me-· 
morable expreilions,. whkh denoted. his virtue· 
and l1is confl:an::y; naked came I out of my mo­
ther's womb, ani naked ihall I return thither ; 
the Lord gave, ' and the Lord. hath taken away ;. · 
blefie-1 be t l1e name of the· Lord. Thefe were 
the o:1ly wods, which this pro:iigious t r.ial drew 
from the atfEcred Job, and h~ never impe1ched. 
th~ di{i)enfations of providence with regard to his. 
fofferings. 
- After this Satan deiire::I, that be might be per­
mi n:ed to touch his bone and his fld h ; and ha v­
in g obtained ir, he fmote Job with fore boils, 
from the fole of hi s foot unco his crown; and. 
Job, having now nothing lefc in. the world, took a.. 
potfheard to fcrape off the IT!arter, that ran from. 
his ulcers, and fat upon a dunghill. To complete 
his mifery, Satan,who had taken.from him all that . 
he poflef1ed, left him his wife, becaufe lhe was 
~ vexatious creature ; and. _no greater punilhmenc. 
can bcfa l a man, than a wife of a perverie tem­
per. This wicked woman endeavoured to ca(l:. 
him into defpair ; fhe reproached him his integri­
ty, which had hecn of noforvice to1him, ani came, 
tD that height of imp:ecy, that the told . him his . 
refignation to the will of God was downright ex­
~ra vaganc y. Job. had fomc friends, who came, 
under a pretext of adminiftring comforr, but in 
i:eality to load him with reproaches; . and yet in : 
~e mid!.1: .of all thei~ trials the holy. man's pati- ­
~e. c.o.u.tmued_ the. fame and unaltered. Ir pleaf-- . el 
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€d God at laft to reward his fobmiflion to the 
a pp ointments of providen ce. His health \1-·as 
re ltored; he ha<l_ more beautiful children than 

thofe he loft, he was blefled with more wealth 
and worldly fobfian-ce, than before ; he po!Ielled 

it du ring a long time, and died very old and foU 
cf days. 

Mrs. Affable. This part of the holy writ givas 
us room co m~ke many, refie8:ions. Let us hav:e 
tho.'"e that ha ve occurred to you Jady Si:njiUe. 

Lady Senjible,. It excites me to a gveat confidence 

in God. It feems to fome,. that accidents, which 
a1:e locked upon as <lifafirous, are the work of 
chance. Here I fee, chat God diret:.:s thofe 

events, proportions. them to his <lefigns; and like­
wile enables us to proportion our pati '.;nce to 

tbde trials. Nothing.in my opinion can be mat­
ter of greater comfort . 

Mrs. Ajfah!e, Very true, my dear~~ AJJ the 

hair of our heads is counted; not one falls with­
out the permiffion of our heavenly father. AH 
the powers of hell may combine againtl: us; no­
thing is in their power without the efpecial co.o.­

fent of God, who, if he grants it, only grants .it 
for our benefit, that is, either to punifh our 

faults, and to induce us to retmn to him, as we 

find by the hifl:ory of Mana..ffeh, oi: co give us a,n 
o.ccafion of prafl:ifin.g the gr-eateft virtues, as it 
is proved by the hifrory of J06. 

J\fany other points may be lea,rned out of the 

fcripture ;. what you kno-w is fufficient for yo'-¥r 
education; what remains requires fome more 

years to pafs o ve r your h.ef!d-s. As to the books 

of the prophets, for infiancc, d1ofe you will rea-d 
yourfelves, and I will explain to you what you 

don't underftand· in the be!l: manner I can. · 
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Mi[s Mdly. I have, J\.frs. Affable, among m'9' 
bo,oks a tragedy called Ejlher, and faid to be tak­
en from the holy writ, by the author monfieur 
Racit1e, and you have never mentioned !-~er ,.,. 

Lady P':"olent. And papa has a fine p1ltu:-e ot 
''!obit, you have never named him neith er. 

1\1 rs. Affable. To telJ you t:he trnth, ladies, I 
have no t mention"d them, that I mjght av~id 
di fputes . There are different opinions concern·­
ing thofe hiO:orical books and others "'. In Eng­
/a,.d, an<l iev ernl other proteHant counrries, they 

- are n ot received , as written by the inlpira­
tion of the Hdy Ghofr, and confequen tly 
not al;ov,:ed as canonical frripture ~ for which 
reafon they are placed among the A/oo)'pha, 
in the proteflant verfions, and have no greater 
credit given them than other hifiories written jjy 
men ~ubjecl: t9 mifrakes. In F,ance, Sjain, ltah, 
a-nd other countries they maintain, that thofe 
books vv ere wrote under the ir1fluence of tbe Holy 
Ghoft, and becaufo it is impoffible, under that in­
fluence, that any falfhood can be penned, .thofe 
books, an<l parts of -books, mufl rn coarfe be 
believed. .Bue as you are not jn t-he way, to 
judge of the arguments on h0ch fides, and of the 
merits of the ca'llfe, I thou_ght it was better not 
to enter upon any di4Jrite. · 

Mi[s Bella. There is a way Jefc to wave all 
controverfy. Give us the paffages contain• 
-ed in th.ofo books. You need not mention 
·what your opinion is. Om: opinion will be 

~ In the Cencva Bible, and the E nglijh Prctejl.int Verfion, 
the ten Cb~pters of the Book of Ejlher, are not difput~d, b11t 
allowed to he Canonical Scripture and contain the whole 
Mittter of .¼oefieur Ra.-ine's _celcbr_ated Tragedy of that Name. 

left 
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left to ourfelves, and :ro one can take any of­
fence. 

Mrs. Affable. You judge right, my deaT"; I 
,1.1ill follow your advice the firfl: opportunity that: 
offers. But lady Mary yawns. Yawning is an 
effeQ, and a fymptom of , 1 earinefs. Our con­
verfarion I fear, bas proved tedious. 

Lady Ma~-y. \Nbat is t:be meaning, tbat yawn­
ing ihoul<l be a I y m pton of wearinds ?' 

Mrs. AJlabie . This rcquires an nmpk explana­
ti on, my dear; and Will !!Hike our 1dfon very 
long. 

Lady Violent. Well, we fha1l only beak up fo 
much late r ; it r:..ins, you frc ; and we cannot go 
to any flace ; give us lea v·e to 1pind with you 
the rime intended for our vifir-s . 

. Mrs. Affable. I am very willing it fhould be fo, 
my dear; but upon condi6on, that thofr, who 
are tired fhall be at liberty co go, when they 
pleafe. But fiHl, you mull know, that there can · 
be no effe:8: without a caufe. 

Lady Ma,y. I don't underfl:a.Fld that neither-, 
Mrs. Affable; let us have an example; with 
that 1 am able to unded1:and what, at firfi fight, 
feemed very difficult. 

Mrs. Ajjable. It is reaJJy fo. Now it is flight 
with us, becaufe the part of the eartl1, which we 
inhabir, is not turned to the fun, or to make ufe 
of geometrical terms, becaufo the fi.m is no more 
upon our fipriz?n. To morrow at ten, we {hall 
have day-light, for then cur Horiz,m will be 
turned co the fo.0. We obferve two things in this 
return of Jjgbt; the fon, who caufes this light, 
and the light caufed by the fm1. Now, lady 

... Ma1::5, tell me, what is the c<tuie of chis light ? 

/ 
Lady 
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Lady Mm·y. The fun is the caufe of the day. Mrs. Affable. And what is the e:ffefr, produces. by the fun? 
Lady Ma,y. The effect produced by the fun, is, day-light. Now, Mrs. Ajfahle, I underfl:and ic, and will repeat it. The fun is the cau.fe, and light the effe8 . 
. Mrs . .Aj/able. No body can :u1fwer better, my dear. Are not you all facisfied Jadics,- that no ejlrll can he without a caufi? 
Lady Fiolent. I am quite convinced. It would be very ridiculous to fay for example, t'.Jat mthing is the caufe of light. A mere nothing, can be a caufe of nothing, for then it \vould gi \'e what it has not, which is impoilible . .lVIrs. Affahle. I will give you an intrance, tha-t will expfain what you fay, lady F'io!ent. I find that you are out of order, I foe] your pulfe, and perceive, that you have a ihong fever. You tell -me. that your fiomach is not right, you have_ an inclination to vomit, and that chis morning you was perfectly well, and that your appetite was fo extraordinary, that you eat double the quantity of what is your ufuaJ fiint. I gather from this, that you foffer under an indigefl:ion ; this is an effea, and therefore; this ind1geil:ion m ul1 have a caufe, and this caufe I know, for lady Vide'llt has certainly eat fomething, that has difagreed with her. 

On the other fide, lady /lffary has the fame dif.­tem per, and I put the guefl:ion to her, what is the cau[e of your indigefi:ion, my dear? She an­fwers and fays, nothing, Mr.s~ Affah!e, for Ihav,e not eat any thing for feveral days. You fee plainly, that I have reafon to believe, you tell an untruth. 

Lady 
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Lady Senfihle. Certainly; for, what is an in­

.digefrion? ~Tis a diforder of the fiomach, which 
not having a fufficient heat to concocl: the food, 
that is taken in, that food continues too Jong in 
the fame condition, that it was firft received . 
Wherever an indigeition happens, the alim ent is 
indigefted; the term imports it. And therefore, 
the aliment, not well dige f1:ed, is the caufe of 
the diforder, called an indigeftion. The difor­
der we fee], is the effeu of that meat not being 
digef1:ed. One goes with the other. To be too 
long without eating, would produce another ef­
fect called hungrr. 

Lady Lucy. By what you have faid, I under­
fiand not only, rhat no effecl: can tc without a 
cau[e, but that we can moreover arrive at the 
knowledge of a cau[e by effetl: s. · 

Mrs . .Ajfahle. We certainly may, when we 
have as certain a knowledge of the effec'rs. I am 
not at all afraid of multiplying examples, ladies; 
they conduce very muc:h to illu{hate things, and 
make a {hong impreffion on the mind. Let us fop .. 
. pofo, that I have never heard any mention made 
of God. I open my eyes and contemplate the 
univerfe. I obierve, that the motion of the fun, 
as I apprehend it, is not by fits ancl fra,:ts, but 
extremely regular, chat his place is neither too 
high, nor too Jow. I perc:ei ve, that the feafons 
duly focceed each other; that the autumn rains 
burft the corn, the winter"s cold makes it {hike 
the root deeper into the ground, the gentle warmth 
of tLie fpring brings it out, and the greater heat 
of rhe fumm er carries it to maturity. From time 
to tim e, I perceive, that great \vinds rife to pu­
rify the ea rth. Then -I rake a view ot the fea, 
and I am furprifcd, that it does not overflow tbis 

_ .ea rth, as the only fence it bas confifis in a f~w 
grams 
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grains of fan<l-; lam charmed with the beauty of 
.tbe moon, the ilars, and. an. infinity of other 
ohjeB:s, furpaffing each other, in their refpecrive 
excellenci'3s. If I am not more fh.ipid than a 
~rute heaG-, what thoughts mu1l: arife, in my 
mind, from tbi_s contemplation? 

Lady Senjible. You will certainly fay; as it is 
impoffibJe, that all this f}lould be formed by 
nothing, I muil: infer, that they proceed from a 
caufe of which they are the effe.t.t ; and that, as 
all theie things are diipofed in a mofl- perfea or­
der, I muCT: conclude, that the caufe, which bas 
p-roduced them, a8:s with the greatefi: wifdom; 
for we muG- judge of the workman by his work. 

l\1iis So; l:y. Here is a very nice ring, and of 
rxquifite workmanfuip. I may call die ring, an 
effcB:, and by the workmanfhip, I judge rbat the 
maker, whom I look upon as a caufe, is an 
artit1. 

Mrs. Affable. Very well, lady; you feem to 
ilnderftand it very well. Now to refume our ex­
ample. The Ji_ght is an effect caufed by- the fon. 
~ may conclude with certainty, that the fun is a 
luminous body ; were it not luminous, it could 
not give us the light, which in the Jafr fuppofi­
tion, ic has not. 

Lady Louija. We may alfo fay, that heat is 
cauied by the fon, and confequently the fun mufl: 
be a body of fire. ' 

l\lfrs. Affable. Obferve, ladies, that I faid that 
the caufe could be known by the eifeB:, when we 
had. a perfect knowledge of the cffe&; but if I 
can prove, that heat is not always produced by 
the fon, or that there are places·, where the fon 
fhines without- caufing any heat, you cannot 
then think, that the fun is a body of fire ; for, 
was ic fo, heat muft be a nece!fary effect of bis 
prefence. · Lady 
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Lady luq,. You will bring in the Cordillera 
mountains in dw:rica, where the air is very cold, 
tho' they are under the <Torrid Zone. 

Mrs. Affable. 'Tis· what I intended. A fire 
that gives no heat is an imaginary being; tha t is, 
which has no real exil1ence. I know, tbat fire 
muft give a hear, this is an effential quality; and 
fo it mufl: be ridiculous to affert, that what gives 
no heat i.,; fire·, fince an eHential quality cannot 
be taken away without deO:roying the being from 
which we remove an efTential "" quality. 

Lady Louifa. Excufe my dulneJs, J\1rs. Alfa.hie ; 
I do not take the m eaning of what you call an 
ejfentiai qua fi.t y. 

, .Mrs. Affu6le. I thought I had explained it be­
fore to the ladies, but 1 win not be fore of it; 
however whether I have or not· I will explain ir. 
Th.efe particulars are fo neceffa ry, to fpeak with 
any exacrnefs., that there is no harm in repeating 
them frequently. 

T he ladies m1.=d} know, that there is no being 
without good or bad qualiri.es; but fame of 'thefo 
qualities a re fo inherent to foch beings, that they 
cannot be feparated without defl:roying it; and 
·on the other ·hand there are qualities, that may 
be taken av.ray without the deilruclion of the fob­
jeB: from which they are removed. An exam­
ple is very necefiar y co clear up this point. 

It is an effential quality of matter, that is, of 
w La ·ever eonfifl-s of many parts to be, wh en in 
,a natural wa.y, of fome fi6ur.::, iquare, rourd, 

'# T he au thor ma!..:es ufe of t he terms e/)enti11! quality to lig,­
n'fy the (;£fence, or the very be ing and nature of a th ing ; be­
cau(e t/f nee is a phi lofoph ical term, and the it'lea is eafi er con• 
~·r yf'd t ) the young Lad ies by ~(l;·ntia l q1:a!ity, o r qualities, 
v, h;rh ~1 _p ·ars in the expl1c.ition 1;i11en a li t tle farther on by 
mifs S el!u . 

Jharp, 

I 
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:fharp, large, crooked, no matter what the figure 
is. Where there is no figure naturally there is no 
matter. It is efiential to a m ounrain ro be ra-ifed 
above the valley. It is effential to cloth to 
require breadth in a narural fiate; a thread whicl1 
has length without breadth is no cloth. You 
'\vo.uld laugh at me, and nx without reaion, 
if I pretended co fay the contrary. 

But a green, red, or whi i:e colour is accid n­

tal to this cloth. To day it is whi~e, to- m orrow 
I fball dye ii of a roie colour, and it wiil- conti-
1:ue a cloth., .though the colour be changed. A 
mountain, though fmootb, and without fl:nts ,' 
or rough and rugged with the m, wilJ not be lei s 
a. mountain, if-1 ihould carry off the flint £tones, 
that make it fo uneven and difficult of afrent. 
Do you take me, l:idies-? 

J\1i1s Bella. I am a rational bc~ng compofed 
of body and foul, and of the human ipecies. 
]f body or foul be takm away, I ihouJd be 
no more a compound of that ipecics , as the 
body or foul are both effemial to manktnd. But 
my being good or wicked will alter notbing in 
that refpetl:. I am fiill of the fame kind to day, 
that I am virtuous, as I was ycflerda y. that I was 
wicked. 1Tis only a change of gualities not ef:­
fcntial. How mufl thofe quali ties be named, that 
are not effontial, and which may be altered with­
out cleO:roying the very being of the fubjecl:. 

!vfrs. Affable. They are called. aC[id-entai, and 
are carefully to be difiinguiD1ed from the other 
qualiti es . When you defire to know any parti-

. cular objetl:, the qualities mufl: be examined 'Y·ith 
attention ; the efiential qualities mufl l3e fepa­
·rated from the accidental. Tell me , what is an 
eflential quality of fire. 

1\1ifs Bella . To burn, or to warm at a .greater, 
or .Iefs difrance. Mrs. 
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1'v1rs. Affahle. You fee that picture; there is a 
.fhip, th a t appears to be aJl in flam es. If I faid it 
was not a picture but real fire, what would _yo u 
.an fw er ? 

JVl ifs Bella. I would hold my hand neaT it, and 
fay , m y dear, here is no fire, it docs not heat my 
·hand ; and you a!Iure me, that hecrt is a -qualiry 
=~ffenrial to fire. 

Mrs . .djfahle. And if we 'Nere on the Cordillera 
.m()unrains, much nearer the fun th ~m we are here , 
.and found it ve-ry -cold, w ha would you think ? 

Mi[s .Bella Think? That the fon ·was not a. 
body of fire ; if it was , •it WG)U1d warm ; it wou-Jcl 
:even burn me, in a plate fo nrn( h nea rer to th e 
fun, thari th e fea -'fhorc, wh ere it is (m oth ering hot . 

Lady Louifa. This perplexes me exrrcmel y. If 
t he fun is not fire, how comes it to warm 1ne ;, 
.Nothing but.fire can warm. 

Lady Violent. Pa rdon m e, madam; 1\fama will 
,never let P-1.e come near the fire, and I find I am 
very warm without an-y. When I find it cold, I 
skip about, dance, and run, and I grow fo warm , 
-as to break out into a fwear. · 

.M rs . .Affahle. Can you tell me what is the 
--caufe of that warmth ? 

Lady Violent. The motion of the whole body ; 
:if I rub my hancl hard and for a lon_g time 
togeth er; tho' it was very cold _before~ it wiU 
_grow very warm. 

Mrs. Affable. Here you -fee the effccl: of mo­
-tion. Undoubtedly it caufes -heat, that is -very 
plain ; but I don't know ladies, whether you are 
diipofed as I was at your age, I could never Te.ft, 
tillI knew the caufe ofa ca.ufe. IH had been told ;that 
.motion caufed heat, I would never ha-ve given 
•over teizing thofe about me, till I had been.in­
.formed hqw,.and why,_motion produced this effe&. 
_ V ot. III. E Mifs 
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. Mifs Rural. I will anf wer for cl1e ladies and myfelf, that we have the fame curioiiry now, you had then. 
1\tlrs. ~(!fable. I !hall do it the more willingly, as it will anfwer the object.ion HarceJ by lady Louifa. 
Do you remember, ladies, that I told you, our bodies were made up with many .fibres, &c. The fibres, that for,111 our Belli, are not very clofel y joined together, for you iee, rhe ·flefh is fofr, and flexible. · The fl.efh is covered wjch ~ skin, and the texcµre of rbis is fomething clofer, but with .an infinity of little apertures, called Pore1. , Miis Soph/. Look at my hand Mrs. //ff,:,. h/e; here is flO opening at aJJ, Q,n ~he contrary, it is quire fmooth and even. 
Mrs. A!fab::e, Look at thofe little points as they feem to be, and are very near imperceptible , they are ports ; an.cl when you are very warm, a. pioifl:ure comes from thefe pores, which they call fweat. You are fati~.fied, ladies, chat the air is compofed of many pans, we proved it fome years ago. Now this air infinuates iifelf cunti .. ;nually into the pores, and fer~ _the fibres in mo,­,:ion, and therehy caules a nwrion in aJJ the hu~ mours, and keeps them from a chilly flagnation. When it is in,enieJy cold, {till warer freezes, and ~11 the pares join clqie}y together; if the water had been kept in q. conH-anr and violent motion, J:hqfe parp ,,., .ooJcl .o~ver have fiuck together. J3ut, jf ~tie 9 ir, that moves the fibres, is very 'fobtil ~nd rhi.n, tl1i1t i~. if the parts are too · [mall, it ma~e~ its way chrolJ.gQ- the pores, and the £!)res, wichout affr(t ing rhero, ihe paffages being wide enougri to a I low cheq1 free in grefa, and _egreis, ·wirhout any refifbtnce . If on the other Jid.~1 , ~he. _p,1{tS t~at ~ompo,te the air, be groi i, 

thfy 
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they come with violence upon the fibres, to force 
their way, they caufe a motion of the ijbres and 
hear, in confequence to that morion. 

In proportion to the coarfencfa, or fmalne~ of 
the parts of the air \\·hich penetrate the pores , 1 he 
motion of the fibre:, is greaccr or leis ; cold, er 
heat, depends on the qualities of the air we 
breathe? The learnedaut_hor, from whom I ha ve 
taken this remark, clifcourfes in this manner. 

The fun, fays he, puts the air in motion; but 
moves it as i,t ,finds it. On the fea-fhore in 
P e1:u, the air is extremely thick ; here the fun 
impreffes a very {hong motion, and fo ,flrong i~ rhe 
preffore upon the fibres to force a paifage, that, 
the motion fees all .the humours afloat . At tbe 
bottom of the m ountains, the air is neither toQ 
t hick, n0r too thin; the motion is moderate, nei­
ther too great,. nor too fatle ; hence there is 
neither heat nor cold. Upon the top of rhofe 
high mountains, the .air is fo thin, and pene trat­
ing., that it paffes almo0: imperceptibly through. 
the fibres and the p0res, without affecl:ing thein, · 
or caufiog any agitation 1 whereby the humours 
are at rdl:; their parts cleave to each other, grow 
cold, by this fiate of inaction ; a;id as ou r life 
d.epends upon motion, it ends., where that fails. 

This is. difficult, ladies, is it not ? Do you un­
derfrand i c ? 

Lady Lucy. I think, I do very \\'ell, if it be 
certain, chat motion is the caufe of heat. But, 
to he fure, it is fo . Whenever I a.m in motion, 
I find warmth; when at refl:, f am lefs warm. 
Pray M,rs. Affable, is the air thinner, and more 
fubtile in winter, than in fummer? 

l\1rs• Affable. I ihould fancy it is, .hut as I . 
have never examined this point particularly, I 
cannot bring any {hong arguments to prove it. 

E 2 fo 
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fo I can fay nothing to the matter; much Ie[s can 
I be poficive on tl1is head . . Bue,- grantin<T that 
-the air is as thick in winter, as in fommir, the 
rays of the fun, nor ·comin_g perpendicu:arly b.ut 
o·bJiqueJy "Upon it, .muit have leis effect. 
· Lady Mary. I mufi: make ufe of yo.ur argu­
ine.'lts, in my ~wn vindication; for you have re~ 
·ally acc:ufed me falfiy. . Yo.u thought and de­
<:laredi that I . was not pleaied w.itl1 our con ver­
fa'tio.o, why? Becau:fe I .ya.woed. Now, Mrs. Af­
fable.,, witho.ut af.ly . why's or wherefores, an[ wer 
ni.e direct-I y, is yawning efiential to a dif1ike of the 
-dHc0mfe, or company, or can it proceed from 
;any other . caufe ?- . 
-· M:rs. Affable. Ir may, my dear, be owing to a. 

\wane of Deep. 
· Lady Mary. That was .really .the caufe of my 

yav-ining. J did ·nor cJofe my eyes of all night. 
I was jufi: loft for \vant of fleep. 
· J\1rs Affable. Then I muil· fend you home 
qtiick1y. poor child . 
. - Lady Mar)': Oh no; you ha,·e quite awaked 
me wit fa ,rhe pretty things you have fa.id ; I will 
ft.a y till th.e ladies come ; you know you pro­
i:nifod not to fend us home till eight o'clock. 

l\1rs. /!/fable. W.ell ·! in the mean while, lady, 
JJ/itty will give us fomethi ng a.bout Cyru;_. 

Lady Witt_y. Mandana fo on quitted the court of 
.Ajlyages to retu'rn into Perfia; but Cyrus begged 
her confent for a longer fi:ay in Media, but not 
with any def.ign to fit at a plentiful table, or 
for more .Jiverrion·; this was the 1eafi: of bis 
eare. The t.rlile reafon w as as follows. 

Pe1fia was a mountainom country, where the 
cavalry is under grel\t difficulties in an engage­
m ent. The Peijian armies confifi:cd of infan­
ft,rJ,· and_ they did not concern ~he~ielves w~tli 

th\! 
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the· other part of the military fcience, which re.;, 
fa.red to the horfe. Cyrus asked leave to fta y ir1 
Media, for an opportunity of learning this fri..­
ence. Here he began- his appremicefl1ip of war i 
the \var cl-id not continue long ; the king · of 
An.11enia, who was Ajlyage/s enemy being defrat ... 
ed, promiied to pay a cr~l)Ute, and obtained peace 
on that condition~ 

Cy,,s having learned to ride, came back co, 
Pe,Jia, and paffed on to the iecond frh ool. .fJ~s­
f1..hool-feHows- imagined-, he would fi-nd very 
great hardfhip in living with them-, unJer- poverty 
and fobjectiun, after living fo many years in­
pomp, and indepeFJdance ; they were difappoinc­
ed; a1-1d- C1no was always before-hand, where 
t_be .example of any virtue was required. 

ln-tbe mea-n time AJl;ages died,.-and left his king­
dom rn his-fon CJaxal'ts Cynu's uncle, though nor 
much older than -his nephew. The kings ef Ba-. 
h_; lon and 1,,Jdia, looked upon this conjuncture as 
yery favourable,. for the conguefi- 9f Media, ·and 
decla red war to C)axarcs. The· young king fo_1-1t 
for foc cours to his brother in-law C"m6Jj u, who 
fenc him afl army, whereof he gave the con{- . 
mand to Cyrzu, norwithfhnding. his youth. : 

Before C:rrt1 fot om on this expedition, Ca1J1-
ll_yfes his- father asked. hirn what meaf ures he would 
take to be reipected and obeyed. by the officers,. 
and the foldier-s. C;irus anfwered, 1 will, faid he, 
reward thofe that do their dmy, and puniih thole: 
tthat neglect ir. Thar is a very proper means to· 
be uied, but there is ano'ther much Jeis fobjefl:: 
to difficult.ies. - All that are under your com-· 
mand ~ill obey you re~diJy, and rerpett you., very. 
much, 1f you can perluade them that you have 
more knowing than they. But Sir, Cyrus 
replied,_ how ihall I bring t-his ab0ut ?. N aching 

E 31 eafier.,, 
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~ati.cr, Camh;jeJ replied ; make yourfelf fo. You 
will effe8: it, by a conftanr application to the du­
ties of a general ; by affiduous converfation with 
old officers, bearing their advice, and re~eiving it 
wirh pleafure, and if you will not neglect the 
€:ounfel even of a common foldier. -

Cyrus fol lo wed very puncruaJJy the infirucrions 
of his father; he endeavoured to gain the hearts 
o f th e i!)ldiery, and to give them example ; this 
b ehavio ur met with the defired fuccels. 

Mifs Mr.,/,'y . The very fame I have in my 
Urii-wrfai Hijlo1y. C;rus loved his _fo]diers wholly 
11pon that account. They re1peaed him, becaufe 
he w~as a skillful commander, and he was obey'd, 
becaufe he commaoded nothing, hut what they 
had his example for doing the fame . 
. . Mrs. Affable. Camb;fi; 's anf wer reac-hes an af­

iiued method, not only to ce a great gene ral, but 
a good mafier, a. ,good mifirefs of a fa miJy, and 
even a good and great king. If an officer wilhes 
to be loved by _the troops µnder his command, a 
king to be adored ·by his fubjecl:5, a head of 
~ fitn:iily tQ win the he?,rts- 0f his <ahildren anc! 
his ferv'ants, they -mufi love and will be loved. 
again; the rec€ipt is infallible. If you defire to 
~e refpecred, improve your mind, be more vir­
tuous ·rhan others; refpe~ will come of courfe. 
lf you would have the .pe1fons i;inder you meek, 
·righteous, jufi and endued with the fear of God 
and ~ clofe attention to their- refpeai.ve duties, re­
quire nothing of them, but what they fee you 
pracl:ife. Adieu, my dear ladies, at 01=1r next 
meeting, yo1,1 ihaU h~ve ~he conclufiol). of Fid,.., 
ija'~ hifiory ~ 

' . 
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D I A LOG U E XXIII. 

.i\frs. A F F A B LE. 

L. A DIES, I am about to give you, no, Fi 
ddia herfelf fhall g.i ve you the end of her 

adventures. 
lvty mind was taken up w·ich the wretched ar­

guments I have mentioned, which however were 
not quite abfurd, with regard to the principles I 
had received with my education, when Georg e 
who had bribed a fervant-maid of ·the houfe; 
came into the room, and was upon his knees 
before me, almoft before I perceived biin . I 
wifl not repeat the vain difcourfos he held to 
complete my ruin, which yet he could not bring 
about,. without many more attempts; but he pre,..; 
vailed at Iafl, to make me ·as mean., and as defpi"" 
cable as he wilhed, though lie feared my repen­
tance, and the remorfes of confcience, which he 
foipeB:ed would fucceed this misfortune·; and fot 
that reafon, ingaged me to take an apartment 
in his own houfe, fo apprehenli"'.e he was' th~~ f 
fuould make my efcape fro'm him. Here· rt1y de­
plorahJe ficuation put me 'rd the rack; I felt tor.:. 
men ts, and puriiThi:nenrs, to . whi,h I had before , 
been a {hanger. The unha'ppy feducer, {hove in 
vain to reconcile ·me to fhame, and infamy, with 
his careffes, flatteries·and profufion. His wealth 
was fpent in. erocuring tafielefa pte?fll:res for me; 
and every tbmg that was magnificent but · ag­
gravated my !bame,' by making ir public; n~thing 
could calm my difrracted foul. le was to no pur-

E 4 po.fe, 
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p0re to recal to mind the arguments which had given a fon8:i0n to my · bafe condefccnfion ;. rhey. made indeed fome impreffion on a mind, whofe light was darkened; but the Jer,fe of my conlci­ence, if I ma:y ufe the term, that inward feel­jng was n0t lofr. Pride, and a fort of delicacy were mo{1: exquifite torments, in this fh.te of af­fliEt:i n. To talk of delicacy in a woman de­Ji.,:e rcd up t) guilt,. as. I was, is an abufo of t e rms ; ho 1xever the r·e was enougJ1 ]efr, not, in,­de:eJ , ro relcu ~ me from lhame, but to feel all the borrours of th.c fault. \Vhat l foffered, a.nd whac· 1 c- xprels very weakly was terrible,. but Hill fome­thii1g more frnGble ,Mas c.o come over .my head. , His pafuon for me continued about eight months, and was fome alleviation of my dif­trefa. As there was n() obj,'78: to di v€rt my at­tention, no··relarion or friend, ,vho took up any ihare of my affefrion, the icnrimcnts of a heart naturally: render did center in him.. By degrees, his flame, and love of me went out, and this ~hatement of his pafiion, grew at ]aft fo ienfible, th::it I could n C't futt e- r myielf, with the thought of being mil1aken. Now I became a prey to jea­bufy, vexation arid defpair. The fear howev~r of lofing him intire-!y. gave me courage enough: to [mother my g.rief in his prefencc,, for fome PlOnths, bur having had an account, that he was to marry very foon a lady of prodigious for­tune, I refolved to Je,1ve him ; bur could not, in the cruel circum{hrnces I faw about me, could not_ I fay fo rego th.e fatisfaRion of repro3.cl1ing him, as he defcrved, which r.aifed his pailion to a degree, that he forgot tbe regard due to a wo­man; not content to treat me with all the op­probrious language, 1hort indeed of my deferts, he fl:ruck with barbaritY. the unfortunate wo-

man,_ 
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.man, whofe ruin he ·had completed before. f 
was not ufed to this treatment, which from any 

_ ' Other pcrfon would· have been intolerable. How 
· much more did it affefr me, from a perfon to 
~ whom J. had facrifrced all, and whom l thougBc 
. I had fixed unalterably 1' Senielefs creature that I 
was !' Never w · reflect,_ that love can never con­

, tinue, whf re one ha-s loft her right' to be efteem .. 
-ed; and- r-hat the difguit of a lover-, follows 
clofely on the heels of the weaKntfs,, which ·a 

· frail crea-rnrc betrays for him. 
I fell into a dov.:nright rage with the blov.fs· 

· G eorge laid on fo i•nhun1anly u11on me', and after 
thrnwing in his face the wages of iniquity, that­

, is, all the pr~fer;rs he had made, I left his boufo 
· quite enraged. ! returned to rny former lodg­
·ings; bur found it imp-oillble ro calm the rnmurr, . 
a-nd hurry of my foul; the late fcene I bad gene 

·• throu~h called to my mind all the circumi1:anccs ­
. cf my guilt, with the mortifying coniequcnces jc, 
. had, and would fiili have, with rega rd to · nie ; I 
~v:as fo a-foamed, I cculd not look at th e perfori's, 
who had known me innocent. On a fodden, · I 

· conceived fome hopes of a little reft, . in with­
-- drawing to a great difi-ance, . from the perfons, 
·. who were confrious of my aifafier ; l g'Qt inro··a 
· pofr chaife, at two o'clock in' the morning, af.id• 
·ordered the poftillion to drive rill ·nighe, and ,vni­
. ther he plea fed. 

This whole day was fpent' in a fiate of .. infeii­
fibility, without any thought on what was paf:. 

;fed, or 'tb ccme. Jn ·tlie evening, the poi1:illion 
would have fropr in a town, and was going into 
·a great inn ; I begged he would g_o to a village 
: not far off '; and I alighted there, at a forry ale" 
houfe, without any reafop. I could give for · fo · 
doin~ I · locked -myfelf ~pin a room, ·where ' I , 

E 5 fat.: 
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fat all night in my cloath.s, and wenc from my 
lodgings, and the village, at break of day. -

Chance led me co the fide of a river ihaded 
with willows, which 1 followed fame time, with­
ou~ refleHing what 1 was about. At lafi the 

-cool air refiored my fenfes, and with them my 
' reafon and memory, ana put me upon thinking 

• of my fituation and def pair. The circumfiances 9f 
my paf't life crowded into my imagination, ar~d 
appeared under the mofi: dreadful colours. Bu,c 
what a cruel fri~ht was I in, when in the midO: 
of horror and deipair, I difco\rered that love frill 
kept pof!effion of my heart! My perfidious lover 
had it all to himielf-; and what I looked upon as 
an abhorrence of my offence, I found to be only 

. the defpair of repeating the crime. This difpo• 
fition made my dii1:refs complete; ic could not be 
carried farther, and I thought it pafi all remedy. 

Sinki,-ig under the weight of affiiltion, I fell on 
th€ ground, and had not ftrengrr to rife again . .Ey a kind of mecht.nifm, I lifted up my eyes, and 
hands rn hea\'.en; alas! without any thought of 

· nJief from God, 0n the contrary, to accufehim, 
. to rnurm ur againfi his providence, -and to utter 
blafphemies. I fay to 11t1er, fer I ff-oke and arti­

·culated my thoughts, and what faid, though 
11nconnecred, ihewed an e-xcefs of defpair. Im-

) 11ediately, I cafi ·my eyes towards the river, 
what hinders me, fajd I, putting an end to a}l 

_trouble? Life is ·become an infopportab~e bur­
. cbc.1; I mufi: fhake ic off. The moment of death, 
being that of my utter annihilation, will be the 
bcgin-ni.()g of my refi-. · 

This t110ughr· gave me fome relief, and fl:rength 
.enough to riJ.~ · and h~fte ro the river, which was. 
at· no great· ~ifiance; l was a.lmofi .come to. it, 
when .I heard_ a loud cry very near me, which · · · mad~ . , ;. 
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ma-:le me look back, and at that inflarit I found, 
that I \Vas held fail: by a dergyman, who. had 
heard my complaints, and difcovered my defign. 

The fhame of being feen in this condition was 
the firG: thing that came into my thoughts; but 
gratitude foon too~ .-place of the former. He 
fpoke with chat fweetneis, pity, compaflion ;· be.J 
nevo1ence appeared fo expreffed in his counte­
nance, that my heart in the height of difhefs 
could hold out no longer, and admitted a mo­
m ent of eafe, and refi)ice. Alas I Since I came 
from my unele's, this was the only perfon I had 
found, who took a real .interefl: in my welfare. 

Ah! madam, faid h=, what · thanks are due 
from me to the Almighty, who has guided my 
ireps hither? I have watched you fome time, I 
heard your complaints; you accu!e God on ac• 
count of your foffering,; a certain fign, that he 
has not forfaken you, is, that heh~ permitted m~ 
to be here fo opportuni:1y, to prevent the lois of 
your foul. Dear madam, compofe your mind,. and 
call reafon to your affifiance, thac yeu may re .. 
t.um to a clue fenfo of yourfolf. However wretch• 
ed and miferable your ficuation may be, be ne~ 
difrourdged, ic may change, and mend ; and if ) 

my advice, friendfhip, and che little relief .I am · 
able to afford, cah contribute to this happy enc}, 
be affored they fhall not be wanting. . 

Ho w enfoaring is charity? Excufe the .expref . .. 
fion. The fi ne er~ offers he made pierc~d my 
heart. I could not reje8: the hopes I grounded . 
upon the good offices he promifed; a great change 
was wrought in me, which foon broke 0ut, and 
appeared in a deluge n.f tears • . They hindered · 
me, from making due a~knowledgments t:o my , 
deli yerer ;· but he -underfrood their T.U~ning. . . · 

E 6 Dear 
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Dear ma.Jam, faid he: uncommon, and pro­bably the greatefi of misfortunes have brouohc you to the deplorable firnation I found you in, but if you will be eleafed to · come with me; you £hall be fati.\fied, that fufferings and happinefa are not incompatible. \..Vith this, he took me by the b.and, and l accompanied him without reluc-­tance. Vile entered into a poor houfe, where he introduced me to his ipoufe, who was a-be'.i. She, was.p- middle-aged woman, pale, and emaciated; and appeared t0 be m.uch-ou,t of order . She did not· look as if fhe had an acute di!t:emper, but more , in a languifhing, . than .a foffering fi-ate. Serenity, peace, and even jny were ieen -in her countenance, and fpoke the tranguiliry. of her mind. My fim- : ~i:tion was very. vifible, defpair. fhewed itfelf -in my eyes, and tears run dow.n in fireams, This gen.,. t:lewoman kindly. mingled hers with mine; this · manner of ·comforting an affiilt:ed poor creature -vi1-as re' <lier, and had, a greater. effett, than what· ~ is uf u_all y praEl:i ied in .foch ; occalions. After this, . fue in~reated me to be pacified, but w:rh that, foftnefs in her voice, that tendernefi and affeEl:ion, tl1at I could not !hand out any longer. I . have , often -heard of civility and good breeding; 'tis an art, they fay, to be learned by application; who , h_ad fe€n my comforter, would have altered his . opinion. As fhe had been brought up far enough, from the g1·and monde and a {hanger to its cuf­tqms ; he~ p01itenefs. w~s the effea of charity,. which poJieffed ·her heart; . in reality, fhe might have Failed for an e~mple in .this kind. Defp:1.1r, could , not reftfl: rhefe comforters; I began to brea.rhe, a-nd after taking fome refrefhment, -J, 

even h~d... -co~rag_~ eno~~h to relate my adven-tu.res~ ·. · : · · 

My 
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' J\1y dear, fa.id fhe, your faults are a necdfa1-y 

conlequence of ·your education; and -Go~ ha~ 
been pleated to-fhew you more mercy on tb1s ac­
count, and to provide you a cure from the ex­
ceiies, to which you had given yourfelf up. No· 
motive of lefs force, than the diil:re.fs you have 
gone through, could have- diicovered to you the­
inconfifrency and falfhood . of your· fatber-'s prin-­
cjpJes. He was not in the wr-0ng, when he ad­
vanced, that virtue_ was fufficirnt to happine1s; and, 
that povert-y, fuffering, . and being _defpifed by rhe 
world could not difcompofe · a virtuous· mind . . 
The virtue of a fioic is not:equal to thefe won­
derful effetls, but that v.irtue only, which flows ·• 
from the knowledge a.nd th-e praHice of chrilrian, 
truths; that virtue; which confrious of its own 
weak_neis, has a continual- recourfe to God, to • 
obtain the helps which be never refofes, and 
which raifes the weakefi above all rhe diP.":culties· 
that occur in life. Give rr.e ·leave to inftance in , 
my own -feH; it w-ill !hike you the more, as L 
have no pretence to much virtue. 

'Tis now ten days fince I loft my only fan ; 
he is the eighth, God has been pleafed to t.ike' 
from me, in three years. This--1aft has fuffered 
fo~h pains, as wouU rend the heart of a tender· 
mother,; what aggravated my troubl€ was, that· ... 
l often was in no · con<litiofl to procure him any. 
relief,. forab1e to his fituation, and the torment he 
fuffered, though I was quire fpcnt with hard, 
work to maintain him ; for my husband, though a 
gencleman weJl · born, has no fortune. · Hard Ja .... 
hour and toil, with a tender conf1:irution, and 
the want of nece:ffaries, at la.ft· corrupted m-y 
blood. I have· a canc-er ·tlrnt-·eats m:e up alive, at~ 
tended with pains beyond qprcffion. N otl:ii-ng 
can fa_ye my life; I migbt indeed alleviate and. •.· m~ 
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mike the torment fome Jirtle eafier, had I the 
means, which pove rty keeps out of my rea::h .. 
With this fhe !hewed me her breafr, a fight which. 
went through my heart, and chilled me with hor­
ror. Haw can you bear being punifhea thus,. 
faid I? Why don't you frek refa·f from deac.h? 
How is it poffible 1 chat under this infripponable· 
rack, the tranquility and peace !hould continue, 
which appears fo evidently in your countenance 
and difcourie ? 

This tranquility ~md eafe fprings from faith 
an:i religion, fa.id this woman ;. faith is the ground 
of that hope, \vhich produces a pure and unalcer-· 
ed chearfulnefs, banifhes all dread, vexation and 
def pair. I would not have you imagi ne, that thefo 
difpofitions are natural to me ; no, 1 was by na­
ture, weak, im parient and teuch y. Take this 
book, fa.id fhe, and read it. She put the Holy 
Bible into my hands. That, !he went on, has been · 
the great ma!rer, an:i bas taught me to be hap­
py. There I. found, that everlafting glory is t~e 
end of all fufft> ringr, which are gone through with. 
refignation; I was informed what power I was 
to apply myfelf to, for obt2.ining relignation and 
fl:re:1crth. I was convinced by the perufal of that 
book~ that the hand which firikes me, is the hand 
of a parent, who knows what is befl: for me, and_ 
laves me too much to refufe chat favour. Yes in­
deed, madam, wam, infirmities, the lofs of my 
chi.ldren, even death, are favours, ble/Tings, I 
ib.ould -fay, of the molt high, who of his graci­
ous goodnefs, rewards this fobmiffion to the ap­
pointments of his providence from his creatures 
the work of his divine hands, and recompenfe5 . 
l:1S with that g1adnefs and fatisfa8:ion, which we 
feel,. but cannot exprefs. 

i 

. .,, Whil.Ct 
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'JVbilfr !he fr-oke, her eyes fparkled with a di_­
vine fire ; the fatisfafrion, !he was mentioning, 
appeared fpread over an extenuated face, and 
amazed me. I determined then to examine a re­
ligi Jr~ which had power to work .iuch miracles ; 
mirac:e., l fay, and don't rhink the exprdiion over­
firetched. Raifing the dead to life is not mor-e 
above the firength · of nature, than this facisfac-

. tion and content, in fuch a deplorable fiate. The 
:good couple applauded my refoluribn, amd in­
treated me fo kindly to fray with them~ ti.JI I could 
be fixed, that I accepted their o:ffers ; and, with, 
the help of the clergyman, I applied myfelf to 
the frudy of the frr--iprures. But, firft I repeated 
the DeiHs objettions, which had formerly taken 
up too much of my attention ; and he anfwer­
ed them with fuch frrengrh and folidity,. that I 
was inrirely fatisfi.ed, and well difpoied to read,. 
with awe and refpeH-, books that came from di­
vine authority,. as I was per1uaded Gy the inguiry 
I made into the grounds, for believing their di­
vinity. Before we entered upon our lefures, we 
.always put up a fervent prayer to GoJ, that he 
.would vouchiaie through the merits of J,fi,s 
Chrijl, to give us the good Spirit, which he has 
_promifed to thole that a~k him . The refolc of 
meditating the fcriprures was a difcovery of 
former errors, and a firm purpofo not to omit 
.any thing that could poilibly repair the pa11, by ~ 
new life. . . 

During the :flay I made at their- houfe, I was 
-prefent at the death of the worthy gentleworr.an, 
who had fhewed her hofpitality to me,. in this cha.:: 
.ritable manner. Let no one hc.:reafter boafi: 
the firmnefs of philofophers, at this de~ifive mo­
ment; 'tis only a fiupiJ tranquility that pL"cceeds 
from an ignorance of che _ confrquences of dearh~ 

He1-e 
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Here I faw her in the greateO: pleafure ; 'twas all 
;-,1pture and exrafy. One could not grieve for, 
but rather envy this happy perfon in her agony, 
and wifh to be in her place;- I could not forbear 
crying. out, 0 d_eath, ,u·he-re is thy fling? O:grave-, 
cu·here 1s thy 'Viclory? 

Immediately after, I tooK Jea-ve of my gene­
rous benefacror, who l:ia-d procured me a· place in 
a neigbhouring family . .living in fervi·ce was at 
firfl: very mortifying, bur became much eafier by 

- the abatement of my pride, ro which only my prelenc 
eondirion \.Vas infur,portable. ChriO:ian religion foon 
overcame :rn ctiem y., tharhad been proof againil: 
all the frrcngt!-i of philofophy-, and mere reafon. 
As a penirrnr, ir· was my duty ro fobmit to every 
inconvenience of my preient firuation; but as a 
chriilian, I found tbar; nothing ought to humble 
p1e, and to g.ive me r.rou.ble, l•ur the remem­
brance of van offences-. This indeed broke in 
upon me, and was the only ohje8: that diflurbed 
my quiet and eafe; but the exprefs command 
which we h:tve recei\·cd to hcpc for pardon', 
from a merciful God, re!l:ored a - calm and trarr~ 
<juili ry to my foul. I have been many year!i in 
this happy fituation, always fatis:fi.ed, poor and 
·conten ted, and ever ready to deEart this life, when 
ic fhall pleafe God to call me to a continuance, 
and increafo of happinefs . 
· Lady Lottifa. How affecting is this hilrory of 
Fidelia P I could not forbear tears, whiH1: it was 
repeating. 

Mrs. Aff-ab!e. Pleafe to remember ladies-, what 
~,as the motive to introduce this account. We 
~ere to prove; that w-ithout Chriftian religion, 
there was no real permanent virtue. You may 
~lef y the world to produce a Deifi more affe8:ed 
ro motal v.irtueJ . than p.oor Fidelia. Yet that af.,,. 
~ ~ -



n·1 A to GUE XXIII. IJJ 

feaion and attachment, could not hold out 
againfr the fatal circurnCT:ances, to which ihe was. 
reduced, nor the violence of paffion. If all char 
think like her on the arficfe of religion, were 
to give a fi.ncere account of their lives, we ihould' 
difcover very plain]y that rheir virtues are coun­
terfeit. Lay this up carefully, ladies. Y ou enterr 
or are foon to enter inro the world, where you 
w.i!I meet with too man.y peribns in this road of 
thinking; you will hear a great deal of fulfome 
ra.illery befiowed on the religious and va 1uab le 
fimplicity of perfons, who fulJmic with all hu­
mility to the wo~d of God ; libertines will batter 
your ears with fiupid_ nonfenfe, which thofo 
fa4hioMb1e gentlemen call a rgument , and will 
intice your curiofi ty to tbe perufaJ of books only 
dif1-inguifh«tk by profancncJs, arid im 1.ie.:y. Look 
upon foch as afFeB: this hngµage, or c:fler to lend 
books, as perforis that endc:a vour to jsi ve you po.i.­
fon, and a~e public pefis .. You may fafely look 
upon them, as perforu void of boncur; and could 
you know their hea rts, your judgment of them 
would not appear at a,IJ ungrounded. ' 

Lady Lucy. Fidtlia faid, that her reafon con• 
vinced her of the fcriptures being divinely in­
fpired? Can that pofiibly be? I always thoughr; 
tha t faith only could command our fobmiffion to 
things feemingly contrary to reafon. 
· Mrs. Affable. You don't reflect, my dear; hav~ 
you forg ot, that God is the chief and fovereigrr 
r-eafon, a11d that aH bis works are performed 
with infi.nire wifdrm and r cafon ? 

L::!dy Lucy . J am convin ced 0f it 1\frs. AtfaMe, 
but fiill th ere are many things in the fcriptures, 
that feem contrary to· reafon·. For exampl~, f 
cannot conce:ve, that the incarnation ihoulu be 
ne~e!Iary; could no.t God be reconciled tD m a;;i,. 

. with.•-
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without fending his fon on earth_? Faith makes 
~s believe theie articles; I repeat them_; but that 
1s all. 

Mx:s. AJ[ahle. I could anf wer your quefrion 
directly, with rega:d to the incarnation; bm this 
~snot a pmper rime, and it wi]l be in our way 
hereafter. I fpeak no'w in general of a]J truths, 
conrained in ti1e hoiy writings. You mainrai□, 
i:hey are contrary w rea!on, and th-is ~s- wrong in 
you ; but at the fame time~ it is truei that there· 
a re many thing_s, which human reaion cannot 
com?rehend. TeJJ me, my dear, c·an any thing 
at firfl: fight, be more abfurd, than to imagir e, 
~hat, on the · oppofite fide of this earth diametri­
~all y oppoiite to where you fiand, there are peo­pfe whofe feet ihould meet yours, could you pais 
from both fide~ to the center of the earth ? 

Lady Lucy Before it was explained, I thought 
t:his very od:d; but fince that it Iooks to me as 
quite a natural thing. 

Mrs. Affahle. But before you had this explained 
to you, could you have th-ou-ghtr, there was fi1ch a 
country, as America, or, as the common e~preffion is, any Antipodes? -
. Lady Lu(y. I believed it wi~hput farther in. 
quiry.; forJ cou1d not be perfuaded, that fo many 
travellers, would enter into a combination to im­
pofe upon me. , 
. Mrs. Affable. So, yoU. had good reafon to 
believe, that there ~vere fuch people as are · Anti• 
pades with regard to us. Pray tell me if ye u 
met with one that never had iet his foot out of 
$ngla11d, and that !hould obfrnareJy conten:l 
with you ; that this iOan-d was the whole world ; 
that all beyond it, is fea, and that fuch as pretend 
to r-eturn from foreign voyages, are a. fet of im­
fOfrors, w4o Fllt off nothin~ but mere fictions 

tO 
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!O the public ? What would you fay of fuch a 
perfon? 

Lady Lucy. Say ? That he wa·s m a <l , and that if 
he would beJie \'e no thing but what he had feen, 
it w ould be a ready way to belie ve little orr 
nothing. 

· f.A:rs. Affable. V✓as I to teH yo u,.. tha t there are 
m any worm s, and even fr rrents in a cup of vi..­
negai-r £hough very clea r in all apr,ea rance? 

_.Lady Luc y. \i\lith your )eave Mrs. Affi,ble, I 
would examine ic very" narrowly, and if I dif­
covered nothing, l fhould make fonrn doubt of 
what you faid. -
· l\frs. Ajfahle. The experiment is eafily tnade. 
I have white wine vinegar in the clofet. I 
will put fome out into a coffee-diih ..... Now 
kok at it wdl. 

Lady Luc)' . I . may look Jong enough; there is 
nothing but a little dtrt1 a !}d, that almoft i-mpsr..­
ceptible. ThP-re are fome grains of dufi-, which 
are fo little, as n:ot to be eafily difcerned. One 
cannot foppofe tha~ worm s, or i~~f~nts are ref& 
than that fo1;dl, dufi-; were there al)y, l could 
.n.ot but fe~ chem ; I fee none; therefo re there are 
pone. 

Mrs. Ajfah!e. Lady Sen.fi!Jle feems to fmile at 
~he inference, your -therefore; but lee h'et teH you 
what makes her fmile. 

Lady Scnji6le. Exc-ufe me, dear Lady Lucy; I 
lrnve .i;i ot vanity enough to pretend t o a greater 
fhare of undedranding ; but I ha ve been fo long 
~ ti~e unqer Mrs. A.fjcd1le's inf1:ruEti on, tha~ it can 
~e no matter of fu q, rife, if l foou ld fufpefr you 
was mifi-aken. Your inference reil:s upon, or r~ther 
is the confequence of a falfo principle. You may 
make hundreds of i11ferences in that nature1 with -: 

Ot.\Ct 
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out proving any thing folidJy. But I hope·yolf 
will not take it amifs. · 
· Lady Luc_v. But I really do, that you· fhoulct 
think I am offended. I am not . quite fo weak; 1 
·defire to be- informed ; thi · you may do without 
~er_emony, particularly when yo_u _undertake 
l't io genreeJy, and with that agreeable circum­
tpecl-ion. I beg---you wiJr''"ili·~w the falfity of my 
princirle. 1 

Lady S,n/iMe. You fuppofod, madam, that no 
animal could be lefs than thofe gra.ins of dufl-. -

If .l\frs. Affable will favour us- wich her microf~ 
cope, you will fee lirtle animals, in comparifon 
to which tbe grain of dull: you have obierved, 

-will a pp ear like a huge mounrain ; and I have 
heard rhe learned fay, that there are much Jefs 
ani mals , wbich the n!ofi- perfect mi.crofro_ges can­
n ot help us tO fee. 
-· fvfrs. A!fah!e. Here is the microfcope,. Jadie~ 
now lo.ok into the difh . · 

Lady Lucy. Blefs us! Here is a· f warm of an 
forts of ihapes. I yield; Mrs. Affab!f, the fault was 
in my eyes, that could not difcern thofe objc:cl-s. 
I am not frarp fighted enough-. 

Mrs. Affable. And fo jr fares with your re;tfon, -
when it cannot comprehend what foems unintel­
ligihle in the holy frriprure; it is too weak to 
reach thofe hidden myiteries. 

Lady Louifa. I- am as defirous of being in-. 
firuB:ed as lady LuC)', and this makes me propofe 
a que!tion, which may be thought much our of rhe 
way. If God require of me to l::e1ieve rhe m yfl:eries' 
contained in the facred writings, why did not he 
befl:ow as much reafon. and under!tanding, as was 
fufficient for · that effeB:. The underfi-anding he 
has given. me becomes ufeleis, and- of no fer vice 
in things of extreme confequence to my well _be-

mg., 
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ip()', and at befl:, is fo very weak, as to reacli. 
m~rely fame few trifles, wherein I have little or 
~o incerefl:. 

_.Mrs. Affable. Reafon is a gr ~at help to believe 
what yo u don't undedland. I mull beg you . will 
give me all your attent:on, Ladies ; it is a poinc 
of the grearefr illlportance . 
. God cannot contradict himfeJf in bis works. He 

has given us an underfb.Pding; and chat is an un­
qoubted proof, that he in.tended it: to direa us in 
\1/hat regards our foith and our mor.als. There 
.are two ways of being chrifl:ians and beLieving the 
fcriptures. The firfl: by fobmicring our under­
it;anding, becauCe our ancefrors have done fo with­
out examini.rg, whet.her th..ey pad jufl: mo.rives for ir; this is a common m ethod and wbich multiplies 
1c11any bad, or very weak cbrifiians, who thereby are 
never acquainted with their belief, or their du-ry. 

Lady /il'itty. I liia ve often heard m~n of wir fay 
that they are Chriftians, becaufe they were bred up 
chriftians; chat if they had been .!Jrought up Maho­
inetans they would continue fo, for, fay tbey, a 
man of priociplesJhould neve.r change his religion . 

Mrs. Affable. Thofe tha.t taik fo are not Chrif­tians in London, nor would they be true Mujulmen 
at Confl:antinople. Such a belief difhonours Go.d 
a_nd thefe gentlemen are r ealJ y of no reJigJon at 
all. I repeat it ; G.9d gave us i~eafon only to 
make a pro.per uJe of it. _Lady LuCJ', why did I 
recommen:i fo particularly to you never to uke 
i:ny word only .or any other pcrfon's? 

Lady Lucy. Becauie you made us obferve, that 
a1I men are fallibl► th.emfd ves, or may endea­
vour to deceive us, wllence ir is very reafo.rulble 
to examine narrowly w.hat tbey fay .. 
. Mrs. Affu,hle. \,Vell ! But jf you was afTured ·· 

.that I neith~r could deceive nor be decei,,ed my-
- fdf 

r 
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felf would it be neceffary t0 make any fuch 

examen? 
Lady Lury. No cer.tainly -; I fl10uM believe you­

at. the fir fr word and chink my felf very unreafon . 

. able, if I did .no.t. 
Mrs. AIJable. Now, Ladies, to know whether 

reafon allows us to he · cbrii1:ians; if you are im­

plicitely to believe the word of God one thing on­

J y x:i ~eds to be inquired into and iris chis. Have 

.f fufficient grounds from reafon to convince me, 

that thefe books are the word of God. If reafon 

furnifh me with a coavindng proof., thatthey are, 

-the fame reafon will put a fiop to all farther in­

.quiries, as I am well afiured that God, who com• 

.niands me .to believe h;sword., cannot deceive or be 

. .deceived. This is the other way of being a chri­

fiian by convi8:ion and by this Fide/;a became one. 

Her faith was bl.ind and implicit with rcfpea to 

the rnyfi-eries, which are incomprehenfible; but 

the motives of her belief were rational and fa­

-tisfacl:ory, ii.nee 1.,y confidering and examining 

them f1:ri8:l y fhe was con.vineed of the di vine truth 

of che word of God revealed to m~n. 
Lady Loui/a. What a pleafure would it be to 

me~ were 'I in a condition CG make that fame in­

quiry! · 
Mrs. Affable. \Ve will go upon it, when we re-

1Yeat the hifiory of the New Tefl-amcnt ; that is, 

t he Life" of Jefos Chrifr. Nothing has a greater 

efficacy to make us forcere Chrif1:ians. A Chri­
flian, who is wichaut any rational motives for his 

profeffing Chrifi-ianity, is in great danger of being 

only a nominal Chriftian. On the contrary no­

thing is eafier than to make the trial I recom.­

mend; the word of God need only to be confider­

ted and weighed with fome attention, Now let 
~£-
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us return to Fidef:a and to the reflett:ions her hif. tory has occ_ali.or._ed among you Ladies. 

Miis Fri<volou1. For my part I am fo angry at Geo,::ge, that I WOJ.lld make an end of him, were it in my power. What a bafo .creature to £1:rike a poor young woman! 
Mrs .. Affable. ~Tis very fhamefol indeed; but, Madam, men think themfelves at liberty to deal as they p1eafe with a woman that bas loll her credit, particul~rl y foch as are of Georgl s character. 
Lady Witty. I \Yas fadly deceived in hirn; I was quire fore there could not be an honefrer gentleman . 
Mrs. Affable. Could you think fo my dear? ' Every mah rbat attempts to feduce _a woman fron1 her duty is a deceitful villain, and no more to be trufl:ed, than a high,.way-robber. Tell me; my dear, what is moO: valuable to us, our fortunes, our Jives, or the grace of Goel and a clear reputa-tion? · 
Lady Witty. The two Iaft without doubt; ancl I am fully perfuaded, that whoever would attem.p~ to (ieprive me of innocence and credit mufr be wickeder, than one thai robs me of money or even life. 
Mifs Zi'na. I muft own I was greatly affecl:ecl with the conit:ancy and charity of the poor gen .. tle.wornan with the cancer. How m~ny neceffi­tous cre:.uu.res have fallen ipto defpair and ruin for wane of fuch friendly comforters ! 
Mrs. Affahle. Very well judged, my dear; but I muft repeat what I have faid before; foch acl:s_ of charity are not to be undertaken by perfons of your age ; they would be dangerous. The rime will c0me that you may follow the impulfe of your zeal in this refpect ; mean while, if you 

fhoul, 
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.fhould be in a condition to difpofe of fame money, 
the greateft charity will be to _pre.vent p Jor 
,.young women falling under this extreme mif­
Jorrune. Many brou_ghc up £0 no b.ufineis and 
·deftirnce of a livelihood are expoied to the 

fame danger with Fidelia. Alas! a very fmall 
disburfoment would enable them to get a foL,­

'fi O:ance, by learning work. How great is the 
.pleafure to he confciom, that you have put a 1i ve­

lih ood into the l1ands of a deierving young wo­
man, and perhaps preierved her virtue by this 
fmall, but feafonable relief! I am acquainted 
with a merchant, who about half a year fince, 
was concerned in a charity of this nature; the 
:voung woman's friends, whom he had refcued 
f-rom ruin, font a letter of thanks lafi week, and 

.a.t the fame time acquainted him, that 1he be­
ba ved very modefl:ly, and decently. The good 
man burl1 into tears of joy, whiHl: he read the 

1eccer, far from regretting the few guineas he 
had laid out on that account. We m ufi part, 

~adies, for the preient; we ihall meet again by 

iud by. 

•. 
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Mrs. AFFABLE. 

MISS MfJl~y, give us the "beginning of thd 
hiftory of Ejlhe1·. 

l\1i1s Molly. There W$.S a ling of ~:jfp ;a; his name was .Ahafaerus a11d his queen w~s rnJled­Yojibi. At a time, tha t th e king gave a magnifi­e.ent entertainment to the g1•andees of the courr, he fent h!s chamberlains t0 defi re the gue-:n would come to the bang-uetting lial'.J. The <JUeen re­fu:frd it, as being cont.rary tb the cufl:o m of the country. The king was axrn~mel,y in c:nfed ; upon which his great p,'inces addre-J1ed the king, Sire, faid they, if the queen ·is fofft-:'red to go un­punifhed, our wives will follow- the pernicious example, and refofe the ooerlience t~ ey owe co: their hufb:rnds . The king difinified bi-, confo rr; 
l,ut as he found, that lie could not fo ealtl y forget· her, the mofi beautiful among the young 'womerr were fought out in all pans, to le prefonted to the king, for his choice of another' queen. 

The Jews at that time were in captivity­among the /..lf.rians ; and among· them was a' J eciu by name Mordecai,• who feared Goel­and faithfully obferved his holy Jaw. He had~ 11iece, who was called Eji6e.r; fhe was extremely beautiful, and put into the number of the young women who were to appear before ,.AJ.,a/ue, us: The king was charmed with the- {hiking_ beau.cy of Ejlher ; _he fcarce cafr an eye OFl tho 0t:hers. but immediately declared his ~hoice of her, to VoL.llI. F fuc-
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focceed the difgraced f7ajlhi. Now we have EJ}her 
on the throne ; but fr.e was not dazzled with her 
e-xaJ.red fl.ate ·; in the midfi- of urandeur lhe 
iighcd a.nd g_rieved, that the tempJt of J erufalem 

lay yet m rums; for you remember, that the or­
.de-rs, which Cyru., gave for rebuiJciino- the temple, 

• • 0 

were not pJJt m exec_ut10n . 
.Ahafuer;,s bad a favorite minifter, a mofi- mali­

~ous- ma·ri, who was Jrnown by th.e name of Ha.­
man. A1l the d1fpolitiom to mifchief centred -in 
~his unhappy man, but pride was his predomi­
:i:iant paili6n. .Aha/ueru1, who was to a degree of 
blindnefa pr.e-v.ented in h.is favour, had iffued a 
decr.ee, by which all his fubj ecl-s were ordered to 

fall profrrat€ on the ground in H.aman's prefence, 
.AU ~ompJied with the new decree, except 
Mordecai :who would only pay that honour to 
God, He ,was daily at the palace-gate, covered 
with fack-cJoth snd afhes, and neither bowed nor 
r.evtr:enced Hamnn, when he came to, or went 
from rnurt. The fa vor;re miniiler, who was not 
,apprifed of Mordectzi"s b.eing the queen's uncle, 
was highly pro~•oked and much dejeB:-ed; bis wife 
~nd his crearures inquir.ed, .and asked him the 
~aufe of his troqble., he :infwered, that Morde­
c.aj's o~flinacy in refofing to conform to rbe others 
in the re~DeB-, which rhe king had commanded bis 
(ubj.e8:s to fhew l1im, ~yas the occafion of his in­
'J_uie;r ude. You are much in th.e wrong, his friends 
r.epJieJ, .to be under ar.¥ concern for this act of 
contempt from a fingle perfon, when all Ajfyria 
joins 1n paying you the honours commanded by 
rh~ king's de,ree. I would. have you to ·know, 
flaman .replied, that I q.ID lefs pJeafed with the 
jJono.urs paid me by all the Ajfyrian1, than I am 

j?rn.yoked hy ;the fcorn of this one man, and that I 
!hall 
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lhall never be eaf)r, rill I have been the ruin of :him. 
· Mrs.llffahle. We 'have11erealive]y reprefentati.-_pn of an ambitious mind, and of all, who are under .the fia very of a violent pa ffion. The lea 0: .trifle palls their pleafure, and the fame trifle is alw~ys .in their way. I told you not Jong fince, ladies, .that with the grnce of God we may moderate our defires, but chat in this world we cannot arrive .at full contentment and. facisfattion. Go on, lady Charlotte. 
. Lady CbarloNe. Mordr.cai was not to be forgiven ·by Haman, who w.as refolved to bring him to the gallows. To rhis end, Haman rofe early in rhe morning and waited upon the king, to obtain bis leave for hanging chis Je•w; but as no one could then be admitted to the prefe.nce, he was obliged ~o wait in the antichamber . 

A confpiracy bad bee-n formed fome time be­.fore againfi: the life of the king ; Mordei ai had difcovered the plot; but as gond aRions are ea­fil y forgot at court, particularly foch as are done py perfons, who have no friends or protell:ors there., li1ordecai's important fervice had hitherto .been unrewarded. By a fpecial provid.ence of God, Ahafairus could take no refr the night, that Haman refol ved to defl:roy Mordecai . ·The night proving very tedious, Abajue­rus ordered one of the officers in waiting to ,read the journal, where the mofr memorable events were written, as they happened. When ,the reader came to the confpiracy, the kino in­terrupted him, and asked what recompenfe :,had been given to the difcoverer. None, 0 king, the officer anfwered; and he appears every day at the palace-gate in a mofi: defpicable condition This is very unjufr, the king replied; is any body in 
F 2 · the 
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the arms of her maids. The kina-, a1arinecf 
w ith the danger, came in ha!te fron~ the throne 
and held out the golden frepter in his h and ,· 
Ejihu drew ne&r and tou.ched the top of the frep­
rer with reverence. The· qu~en recovered of the 
fwoon, and qegged of Aha.fuena to come to a,, 
banquet ihe had prepared for him that day, and to' 
bring Haman with· him, if it was agreeable t0· 
him. The in vi cation \:vc1.s repeated to the kinrr to, 
hono·:, the banquet with his prefence the day 
following, and if fae approved of ir, with the 
company of Haman a iecond time. At this fe­
cond feal1, when the king and his min.rfrer came. 
in to the queen's apartment, Eflher fell at Aha-
futru.s's feet and begged her life, and that of all 
the J e'l.).,'J in his dominions. The king did not 
underf'rand the meaning; he knew no-t that Ejlber 
was a J e-w. The king was firuck wirh the infor­
mation ; he iYept into the palace garden, where 
he walked and took feveraLrurns very penfi ve. In 
the mean time Haman, terrified with the immi­
nent danger he was in, begged the queen's inte­
refi in his behalf. a.nd foll upon the couch, wh€re 
the queen lay. The king returned, and was afraid: 
that an infr1lt had been offered to Ej/her ;. he broke 
out into a moft violent fit of pafiion, and ordered, 
Haman to be-carried off, and difpatchedim media rely; 
but one of Ahafuends chamberlains informing the 
king, that he had prepared a gallo.ws fifty cubirs 
high, to ha.ng up the faithful Mordecai, Hang l:im 
the,-eon, faid the king, which was punEtually exe­
cuted. 

Lady Witty. It i.'} pair my underflanding, that 
H ., man fhould have the daring infolence to think 
of defhoying Mordeca-;, ~frer what had:_ paft? H~ 
mufi be fore, that the krng would be highly exal.­
p.era.tedi. w hene,~er the acco.unt c.ame to him. 
. ~fr~ 
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Mrs. Ajfahle. That is very good indeed! Co 
you chink . my dear, chat all kings have eyes? 
No; many never fee any thing befr..les \'. Jut fa.vo­
r.kcs will {hew chem. They are often wa1c~d 
upon only by pitiful {L. ves ; no one dares co be 
undtr the lafh of thole percy ryrann, who aeitber 
icrve their fovere ;gns, nor are concerned for the 
advanrnge of che fo-bfetl: .. 

Lady C/.;ar!otte. And be that put the king in 
mind of rhe gallows got ready by HamatJ was 
he his enem y ? . · 

l\.frs . .Affable. 'Tis ten to one, tlra:t he· had prof­
trated before Haman an hour before and made 
him a tender of all the fervice in his power. You 
don1t kno.;.r, ladies, what kind of' a country the 
court is ; there many kiis the hands they wifh rd 
fee cut off: If a m1n be in favour, lie receives 
incenfe and pmife from all hands; but let the fa- · 
vorice fall i.mo difgrace, he is a voide·d like an in­
fefred perfon, and his profe11ed friends, if they 
offer no indignity to the departed favorite, think 
they afr a generous and honorab-le part. · 

Mi!s Rural. A ftra.Qge country inde·ed ! were I 
obliged to Ii ve· there, I coul<l never be brought CC} aa or fjJe :;. k again1r my own thoughts. · 

Mrs. Affi-1,b/e. Ac leafr, I hope·, you would not~ 
but you wauH find greater difficulties. than, you 
imagine. The ai·r breathed at court is ccnca­
gious; and it rs ve·ry hard to efcape being in-· 
fected ; 'trs however poilible. Sometimes there 
are perfons of unblemifhed worth in courts, · 
but tliey are a fort of Phce11omenon; they have 
not the honour of pleafing much, but they are 
fore to be more efreemed.. 

Lady Mc,r;1, Pray, Mrs. Affable, what is a Phce­
nomenoll? 

F 4 Mrs. 
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l\.'Irs. A_.ffahle . . A Ph~nomt-non is an appearance:, 
tho' not io common, yet . natural and fohjcct to 
J:he inquiries of Philofophers, a comet, an ecJipfe, 
the elechicicy or any thing that cannot be fo eaiily 
reconciled with the laws of nature. 

Lady Ma,J' , I am jufl as \Vile as I \vas before. 
I am no ihanger to eclipfos, burns to comers and 
electricity, they have never come in my way be- , 
fore . 

.l\frs. Ajfab.'e. In truth, my dear, I cannot be 
fur-:~, that I can give you an exact definition of 
the!e particulars. I lrnow what a comet is, but 
pot fofficien.dy to give you a clear account of it; 
puft me till tomorrow for farther fati.sfacl-ion on 
Jhi.s point; and you ihall know what I have Jearn­
~d in char regard. 
. Lady Wit~y. There is one thing pleafcs me 
greatly, and I hope to be the better for it. When f have the fligh~eil: idea of any thing, I talk as 
~.oofidently on that fubject, as if I had a great ex­
tent of lcnowled_ge, particularly when I am in 
company. with pe,rfons, whom I fufpet½: to be more 
~nor~n't than I am; I am very unwilling to own 
~y ignorar~e, when qudl:ions are put to me about 
different matters. And you, that know infinitely 
:rpore tLrnn. I do, q.re p~afed to fay very candidly. 
This I don't know or. I have but an .imperfec.1: 
knowledge of it. How have you contrived to be 
(ree from vanicy ? 1 am fore of this, that vanity 
and Bride puts me upon talking well or ill upon 
~11 iubjecrs. 

l\1rs. Ajfah{e. To the contrary this fuews mor.e 
Bride on my fidS'! than yours. Nothing can mor­
tify felf-love more, than to hear it faid, that 
foch a perfon has very litde judgment ; ihe talks of all matters, and rnoil: of her difcourfe is 
11pon fubjecl:s ihe does .oot at a.11 underfiand. 

They 



[} I A L O ·a U. E XXIV. 129 

./They wiJI not fay fa before me, I know very 
well, bm d1ey _wiU not think the lefs fo, and it is 
much the fame. This ihews, that your prattle and 
my GJence are from the fame caufo, from pride 

-and felf love; and, all things CCl11fidered., tlte 
· pride on rn y fi:ie will be. greater and more circum­
fpccl: than yours . J\1oreover, th.ere are two forts 
of knowledge, a·nd rnnfequently, to anfwcr thefo, 
two fons of ignorance. The fir.fl frien.ce or 
knowledge takes in all that i.s neceffary or fut.able 
to our cood:-ition. In thefe particulars 'cis very 
.iliamefo.l to be ignorant. The 0th.er is what 1 
.may call ornamental knowledge ;- it is very 
agree.able, but at the fame time it is no fhame 
to be wi.thout this accompli01ment. If it was, 
in my poi;ver, I would poifefa _all languages1 the· 
wbole compa.Js of rna.d1ema.t.ics ; and yer, I am 
·.r,.ot aihamed of not underfl--a.ruding Hebrew, Aftro­
,nomy and an infinity of other fine things, to-
which I fhaU alwa.ys continue a .ftranger, where­
as fhould I not know to read and write, l D-10uld 
die for me·re -fh.a:me; as i.t: would be naru-ra.lly fup­
·rofed1 that I had mafre.rs to reach me what was 
iutable to my condition ;-. and the ignorance 
of 'thefe thin.gs would only .!hew, tha.t I mull: 
needs have been a flothful lazy. girl, that would 
not apply m-yfeJf when I was young .. 

Not very long ago· an officer, no' youth?' 
asked in cGmpany, whether the way to England, 
by land w.:.s no.t through Holland. Old ignorance 
d-id not know tbat Great-Britain was an IDand, 
The company la.ughed at him am:l not without 
reafon; for Geography is a fcience abfoluceJy ne­
ceHary for officers, and without which they are. 
not in a capacity to acquit themielves of the: 
duties req_uired of them by their employs. 

f 5, ....._ ____ _ 
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Lady Sincere. \ViII ,you. tell me, . Mrs. Affa!J'/i,,. 
,vha.t is, neceflary to - be known by a. young lady, 
of birth. 

Jvlrs. Affable. You haYe put a very prorer and 
fenfible quenion, Lf.dy Sincere;, a,nd l anfwer 
it. Firfi, fhe mufl: read extremely well; fhe muil 
wr.ire cl~arly, wi~hout blots, a.n dcorrect1y,. that is­
her hand mufi- be legibJe, and the wriring true 
an:l well fpe1t:. N orbing is .fo mean and.low bred, 
as fail:ng in thefo two articles of writing and 
reading. There came to a townr where I was, a ­
lady who- put berfolf off for a perfon of great 
quality; 1l1e was tel-iev.ed to be fo b.y all but myr •. 
folf.. Afcer fame time it appeared, chat I was not 
mifiakcn . Can you gueis how I.difrovered, tha-t 
ihe was JT,eanly born? She read mofl: wretchedly 
and wrote fo ·ilJ, . that Jhe could hardly write her 
name. On the other hand it bas frequently 
happened . w.bcre I was not ki:1own, that people 
woulsl of necef[tY- have it, that I was a perfon of 
d-ifi-i½B:ion. l often cold them, but to no purpofo, . 

-r-hat they were mifiaken ; they could not believe 
me ; I was, they thought, too well b.rought up, 
for a perfon of low ra.11k. 

]1 '!ils Bella . Why! are not yon a Gentle.woman; . 
Mrs. Ajfah!e. 

NT rs. Affable. Nor· I tndeed, . my dear; I am by 
hiPtb a commoner:; my father w~s what we call ' 
.in France a merchant, not one of your wealthy 
.lo;;don mercha.nrs, who go in their c.oaches and. 
v.rirh as much fia.te as Lords, but an honeil ihop• 
keeper; he lived comfortably and.had wherewith 
to provide me a bandfome ed ucation. 

Lady Lucy. This is the firfi time that I• have 
heard a foreigner difclaim-being defcended from a 
orcf'. t fa_miJy,:. I ha ve had. fev.era1 governeifos ,; 
fhey a~l had a pedigree ready to pw.11,c. tbeir noble 

exr...i.lC.·~ 
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exti-.~[tion · and if I could form a 1'udbament from ' . ' th eir innorance they were mean low-bred crea,.. 
b ' 

tu.res. · 
. l\frs . AffaUe. I rnuft repeat here wf1a't we have 

had frcquemly before. Nobiliry is an advanrage,._ 
for iris fofp1Jied to have been- rhe recompenie of 
worrhy' aB:ions. Wh-at nobiliry is of a-not her ori­
gin is of no value; but tho' I re!-peu: much the· 
former, yet J. onJ.y do fo, where the fentirr:eBtS and 
virrues of worthy ancefrors have _va!Ied, wirh,· 
their titl es to rheir defcendanrs And,. wlrarever· 
refp'cct i~ due ro:rncient families, I am fl:i11 of oi-,ini­
on, that ii: is far more glorious to be the firfr noL-ze: 
pe-rfon and- the founder 0f nobility io a fam ily,­
and1 if we orrnor rife to ir, to dtferve at leatt to 
be made noble. Let us now go on and iee whac· 
orher ac_com pli.f.h.mencs it becomes a gentlewoman, 
t0 acqu!'fe~ 

A young. gentfewoman ihould know her· mo'­
tnc'r-tongue g,rounde<lly and by rule, thac ilil! 
may -fpeak well. . Sbe n'lufl: learn to come hand-· 
fomeJy imo a roo111, and, as Hie conies in, to1 

pay her refpea:s in a proper manner to th-e- c0m­
pa·ny ;· the· mu/1- have·a dancing m-afl'.er fome time·' 
for tbi'S· prn-poie-. She ought:· to underfia1-1d. Geo- · 
gm ph y and have at lea ft-a general idea or hi11ory ,. 
ar.rd, know how to indite a letter. I .cannot ex-­
cufe a-ny young lady's ignora-nce of diefe a.r- · 
tides-. I mufi add the French fo.-nguage, which 
is- abfolurely neceffary being r-10w the language·· 
of a-11 nhe Courts .. Ji am daily in company with•· 
ladies of a certain age, who-ar.e extremely mor- · 
tirr-:d- with• their want of Fren<:h, as they are· 
often. obliged to fee for.eigner.3: of icv,cral na.-· 
ti'ons, who all ta.Jk F1.:ench .. 

.Befides thefe th.ere are.: ot:ner fciences f woulcl· 
~~m.mend, ~o young ladies, as mufi.cl defiy1 or '• 

E 6, the· 



the art of dra <ving, as alfo what re1::i.tes to ladies fi:uall work of haJld. N9 precautions can be to::> great againft diiguil-, uneaiin~fs of mind and f1oth, which occaG-on the greateft misfortunes of our fex. . 
· Pleafe to obfer-ve, ladies, that thefe are only a-gree1ble and convenient accomplifhments. There Ltre others more ~fl~ nriaJ. As a chriftian you rnuft frudy religion and know it gronndedly; ~s ycu are de!ign~d to be mothers and heads of families, you are to learn oeconom.y, the man­ner of governing yoµr hoµfe and educating your. dh'.dren . 
. Lady L?Zufa /miling. One e:ffontial thing you, have lefc our abfoJucely .pece!fary to lad.ies, and which tal{es up a great deal of t~ir time. This i~ the n i.::, bl~ fci.ence of· playing at cards, for want of which they frequently lofe their money. Mrs. Ajf(il.f;/e. Ic · is cerraialy an important ar­

t~d~; bur I would not ad vife young ladies that l . hav.e a grnat value for to 1penci much time i.q this fort of ftudy. 
Miis Frirvolous. l mufl: own, Mr-s. 4.ff-able, I love, qr ls e~tra Vq.gantly; and. it w.ould be the greate-il tccu~le to me to forbear a. .diveriion that is. _grown fo general. No, l mufl ab.fplUJely learn, to u11.d~rfta.pd gaming, or, as lady Lpuifa obferves · v.ery we 11, ~ am fore to lofo all my money. Mrs. Affa .. -Me. Now laJies, I confeis my weak­nefs, I love garnin_g, and J have be~n the better for it, when I have fa.Jlen .int9 comp~ny, who 1).n­derftood Ertle of the m.atter. I bave played every d~y of 111Y life forn,e hours; I h<1,v,e n,oc .i.ncleed . bacl a0y ve_ry panicular ipplicarion to th~ ni~ecy of play ; and yet I couL:i venture a wager, that 

I have never loft nvo guin~as, fwi;e 1 kney-.r whac ~ ~~.rd was.! 
Lady 
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l~dy Louifa. You always win, I fuppofe. 
i\,frs. A_ffable. Were that the ca[e, I-would nevec­

p.lay. Oh! it would tire me to death. 
Lady Louifa. That is beyond my comprehen­

forn. I am ever pleaied, when I win ; if the 
c.ard-s have a great run againfl: me, I cannot 
forbear fome motions of difpleafure. 

Mrs. Affable. In chis parricular all the world is. 
like you, dear lady. If pins only were at frake,_ 
to lofe confi:antly is provoking. Now I a.'.)1{ you; 
put the cafe, you and I played together, and 1 al­
ways won, would that put yoµ out of temper? 

Lady Louija. Undoubtedly, but you that won 
mult be greatly delighted. -

Mrs. /lffable. You mufi: foppofe then, my dear, 
that I ~ave a very [mall 111:arc of humanity; why ? 
can you think chat I can take pleafure in what 
gives fo much concern co orhers ? that would be 
barbai:;_ou.s in.deed. Tho' we played only for· 
p,ins, I muil: not wiih to be pleafed at fo cruel a. 
rate . 
. Lady Louifa. The reflelrion you make is. very 

jpft, and biche.no has efcaped me. .Barbarity at­
tentl.s garoeilers,_ makes them hard-hearce_d, and._ 
as they a.re 9nly ple?-fod in proportion as others. 
are difi)leafed, that art.i~le _only is fofficienr fo;r, 
m_e to be difgufred with all game. But Mrs.._ 
Affable, how came you, who had made this re-
f.l€8::ion, to go on .playing? . 

Mi:-s, Affable.. 13efore I an[\ver the queilion,., 
~rmic me to make fo.me farther rem2-rks. We 
iuppofe~ pins co· be the fiake _; .in this fuppo-· 
:fitwn pn<le puts u,s ou.c of t€mper-; but if, which. 
is very co.mmon, we play for confiderable fums.tl 
Qr fu.:n.s at k~H:-, which _it would be very in­
WJl v.eni.c-!lt fQ.r U$. t.o lo[e i- if we 1.QH ~opfrantly· - - - - - -~et~ 
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there would, you will allow, be fame groun·d·s­
for being our of humour. Would nor there? 

Lady louf1. When we cannot bear the lofs: 
without fretting, th~ only way is noc to play at 
an ; that \n:)uld not be fach a great hani.fhip. 1f 
J have· ill hick, when I am grown a wom,rn, I 
vow, I never will meddle more with cards ; in-. 
rnat cafe,. play, inl1:ead of bein-g a pafrime, would~ 
at Jeail:: with me, caufe a great deal of bad · 
blood . 

. M:fs Sophy. Bur, M'adam, no-~ody plays with-­
out hopes of winning . 

. Mrs. A_!fablc. Give me your- attention ladies •. 
Ir is certain rhat laiies, who play for confiderable . 
fums, c:0 .1. mir ,,ery great faults, which I will now 
particularize. Jc is a thing of rhe fa.fr impor­
tance, as tbe pafiion of gaming· is become uni=­
v-erfal. You fit down to a carding table, either · 
irr hopes of gaining or out of complaifance to the . 
company. ·.ff the fu·fl- -motive makes- you play, . 
it is barbarous; your intention is to divert your­
felf with the trouble and u-neafrne!s of others, 
and not only that, wich their unhappy circum­
frances. The lady you have fi:ript of h.er money­
wirh fo much plcafure, migh-t want that fom to 
fatisfy the d-emands of unfortunate tradefmen, ­
who have long waited to receive their jufl- debts ­
frn-the ·fobfi\l-ance of their families. You deprive 
her farr.:her of a thoufand fmaJl conveni~nces ihe :. 
will be vePy forry ro wanr-. ' You take from her· 
a,fum, which could ilie fpare it, ihe oughr to have ~ 
given to the poor. You will be the occafion of 
Her venturing the next day farther foms ro re- · 
eover· her loifes, wheR perhaps fhe may Jofe a ­
great deal more and• be force::l. to run the risk 
¢: he.r; husband's. difl:k~[we by-rawning or foll..,. - .. - - • - - incr 

~ 
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ing her je\.veis,. or ,vh-ich is greatly worfe, ilie 
may be difp0fed to liflen to a liberJ} lover, who 
will offe r her money ro redeem her·jewels, and 
to conceal hc:r debts fr0m her };usband. 

Lady Lo::.ifa. That is not my fault; I dontcon­
cer.n myfelf about her money ; l play purely ro 
eblige rhe company. \VcuH not chis be t. fuffi .. 
cienc- anfwer, 1\,1,rs. Affable ? 

Mrs. A.ffah/e. No, my- dear ; it is> crneJ to take 
an ad nntage of her foible to lea. ve her !::are of 
money ; it is quite low and unwartb y., but her 
money. you don't mind;. you 0nly play out of 
complaifance; for naturally fpeaking. you grow 
uneafy with playing. And if this weak perfon 
fhould bar.row y.our penknife to cut her own 
throat, would you be under any obJigation to 
fond it ? You play out of com pla-ifance ; gam-­
ing is no paf1:ime,. does not amuie you ; you. 
muil he a flave t0 your compla·ifance, whicli 
brings you to do evil without pleafure, and wicli 
r epugnance. F(_)r you expofe yourfcJf to all' 
r-hefe-inconvenien<Zies,. if you Joie. Don't pretend. 
you J?iay do it, becaufe you are- rich; that over--­
plus, if .I m a y cal] it, is not yours; it is the fubf­
r:ance of the poor: You· rob them of chat mo--­
ney, and you- mu-il give a very rigorous account. 
of char money fo i}l beflowed . 

Lady Louifu . Did not you affore us, that we· 
were allowed genteel diver/ions,. nay, that it was. 
a-duty to rake fome di verfion ? Cannot I, in con-­
fcience, fpend, pa1ic of chat. money,. whi.cr1c is my, 
own, for this ufe ?- · · 

Mn. Ajj-aUe. Pray mind, ladies ; I am nor­
for fo ievere mor~ls; undoubtedly you may; witlr 
:,. . fafe confcien~e, fpend fame mon:y in pro,eer- · 
d.i.yer!ion~; b.U-t' ~f you game yery ·. High, we lia;ve­- ~ - -- ·· · ihew.Ill 
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fhewn it to be no proper d.iverfi.on ; if you dillike play, it is no diverfion. 

Lady Luc.,v, I am inrirely of your mind, Mrs • .AJJ-"able, bur, for all that, I aB: quite contrary ; when I am engaged with Jad_ies, who pJay highr and I am invited to make up a party, mufr I dif­.appoi~t them for want of co.mplaifance? 
.Mrs. Ajfab.'e. You cer~ainly mu/}. Complai .. .fa nee ma.y be ca.rrjed too £ar. But begin upon tbis bottoin, they will foon be accufl:omed to . your way. Fix a trifle to play for ; rhofe, wlio ·are only for a pattime, will be charmed to be of the fame party with you ; and let me tell you, that fevend ladies only wait an ex.amole beino-. 

L 0 given to follow it willingly. I kn-0w, th.ofe, who make a fham cful trade of play. wjll o.or be pleaied. .They will ridi_cule you, and tell you, that you are goo~ for nothi-og in fociety. Brrt what fignifies all thefe empty 1l)eeches? One mufl: be as filly, as they that make them, to mind their-
ourcry. . 

Lady Louifa . But allowing al'l this, I come back to the old quefrion, how can :M:rs. Affable 
Flay ev?-ry d:l y ? 
. I!Irs. Affable. This is my anfwer. I look upon p]a y as a re]aJ;:ation; and therefore I make ir no· fiudy, I am not for fitting at cards witl1out dar­~1g to Jook off them. That is not play, but hard y;ork. Th.it I may be diverted with pJay, I chufe 
to be at ]iberty of talking and faughing. You: rnuf1 rhink, I play for very little ; no one cares. 
to laugh, when they lofe a great deal; neitheu is it handfome to la~gh, where others lofo great (ums. He11ce I never play any games of hazard,. and only venture a bagatelle at games of ~kill. ;t}.ud r ha.ye ke.et lO this method ye,ry confiantly ;, - -- . - . . ~ 
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all eridea vours to the contrary, though very pref­
fing and many, have proved ineffectual; my an­
fwer has always been, when 1 have been te.izcd 
JJpon this accou.or. You arc fine players ; you 
would lofe your ears fooner than your temper; 
1 am a very poor gamefi.er, and will avoid all 
cccaficns of looking four forlofing much money. 
J elling in this manner, and putti11g the jefi. up­
.on myfelf, I have given no offence to any perfon. 
and found a way to keep the r,urpofe I made . 
. Lady Lucy. Well, I rnake ·a very firm one, of 
following your example. If the great pJaycrs 
will. have me make up a party, they mutt be fa 
kind as to come down to me;. for.I am abfoiutely 
determined never to riie to their hjgh gamiIJg. 

Lady S e.njible. You faid, that pride and felf .. 
love, were tbe caufos of our difp1eafure, when we 
loft at a fin all game. If you pleafe to ex plain it, 
I- fha.Jl be obliged to Mrs. Affable. 1 .always 
thought io-terefi. was the caufe of our uaeafinefs; 
at a high or. fow .gnme . 

.1\1rs . .Affabl,. Any Jacly or gentl~woman mtJi¼ 
be very' pitifuJ and ·co,·et?aus ;:u be v.e..xed wirh the 
Jofs of a few fhillings, and yet the rn ofr gene­
rou~ find fome motion of refentment at the lofs 
of thofe ihi]li.ngs,. though little valued; felf-Jove 
will always be uppermoit. If a walk is propofed, 
every one pretends to be the befr walker, when 
they ride our,_ all mufr be rhe beft at leaping over 
a ditch. lf the c0nverfation turn upon drefs, 
every one's tafie is the b~fi: and nicefr, a piece of 
{ilk is brought in; the lady, that bas purchafed it, 
would be taken by fianders by, for the maker, fo, 
fond fhe is of having the-d.efi.gn, and the !hades 
admired. If gan-ie comes up, . one under­
fiands it much better than another, .an.cl the hearr, 

· will 
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will prI vat·~ ly accufe chance of favoring another to ou r prcju:iice. To win is a f mal1 fuperiority of for­rune and Juel{; and we defoe to outdo our neigh­bour in every thing, and every where, in great and little marters. 

Lady lury . The heart, it muft be owned T is a 1-abyrinrh; a maze full of turnings and windrngs1 :where felf-love lies fo artfully concealed, that it is n1t to be difcovered without extreme dif­ficul ry. 
· Lady L'Juj,'l. You bear a prodigious grudge1 m ac!a.m, to poor felf-1ove. Mrs . .Affable and you feem to have made an agreement to· perfecuce it together. Mrs . .A.ffah!e has no fooner fallen foul upon it, but you rake up the cudgels and will have another blow at it. I am fomething more complaifant, and for comi:ng· to a little compo...­fition in this matter. 

Mrs . .Affable. You don't know felf-love tho­roughly; were you to be intimately acquainted with the paffion, fuch as it is in its nature, you would be ftruck with horror. 
Lady Louija. But what rs there fo frightful in felf.:Jove? 
Mrs . .A.ffuble. Self-love· is inclined ro eviJ, cruel • ~md barbarous, it feeds on the adverfities,. the trou­hles, and fufferings of others. 
Lady Louifa. I chink I have a good fhare of felf-Jove; and I carr affure you it has. no refem­bJance co the portrait you have dra v,.rn . 
Mrs. Affable. We· ha:ve hit the mark. You don't know ir; felf-1ove appears to you under an agreeable difguife. Shall I prove that it makes you barba,rous and cruel? 
Lady Lour/a. \Vich all my heart; but I am per. foaded you can never bring that abcut. 

Mrs. 
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l\frs. Ajfahle. You have a great number of dia­

monds; you wear chem wjEh pleafure. Exa mine 
your heart cJofely; try to find 0uc the cauie of 
this pleafure ; does a cap of dia monds fit better co 
your face, than a let of :flowers? You muft ovm, 
that the former is atteHded \,' 1th great inconveni­
encies, it is heavy ta the head ; cbe danger of lof­
ing fome ftones requires fome fort of care1 and 
always caufes fome uneafineis. 

Lady Louifa. J w iH anfo·er wirh the utmoft fincerr­
ty. No quefl:ion is to-be made, but a flower, feather,, 
or fome fuch trifle anf wers, and looks better than 
a diamond. Befides dramonds are very heavy, and 
cannot be fixed properly without great difficulty. 
Hut many fmall-roll citizens daughters can af­
ford a- flower, an aigrette a feather, that cannot 
go to cbe e~pence of diamonds. A fer of dia:­
monds diftinguiilies me from chem; and that is 
what I like. l own. this is felf-love·, but, where 
the mifchief and cruelty lies, I don't underftand. 

Mrs. Affable. You don't imagine, chat thofe 
girls are more void of felf-love than you are, 
al'ld that they are free from all defire of fuch 
means, as may di-fiinguifh diem from others. 
Were diamonds as common as flowers, would 
you ever wear any ? 

Lady louifa. I own I ihouid not, for there 
would be an end of all difiintl-ion. 

Mrs . .Affable. What do you mean by diitincl:ion', 
dear lady, but to be raifed above oth~n, to ap:. 
pear, I may fay ov-er their beads and to· place 
them at your feet ? The pleafure, you have in 
being decked out with dia,mond-s, ariies from the 
difplea.fore and unea!inefs of thofe, who cannot 
purchaie fucb ornaments. You delight in maRing 
a parade with th.em to mortify others, to fl1ew 

- that 
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lt:amed rnany years fince; and before the date of 
thefe difputes . .I don't think any of the ladies 
will pretend to decide the point in quefi-i.on, but 
r€main facisfied wirh knowing the fituation of 
the places. 

D -I A -LOGUE XXV. 

[.ady Lou1sA, La-dy Lucy, Mifs Zr NA, 
Mrs. A ,F FABLE. 

Lady Luc Y. 

M JS S Fri<ValouJ defired me to make her 
apology for coming fomething later to 

.<lay to our meeting ; fhe is gene a ihopping with 

.a, bd y of her acquaintance. 
Mrs. Affable. Why tmly, this 1s a matter of 

;eoniequenc.e; we muH begin witho.ur her. Rut, 
t,ell me, Ladies; I am ,informed, that fbe is not 
.near fo giddy as formerly, and that fhe app1ies her 
felf very commendably. . 

Lad,y Luc;•. 'Tis really true, Mrs. Ajfabl-e. She 
has no harm in her: and indeed the public is to 
blame for the feverity of their cenfures about 
her behaviour. 

Mrs . .Affable. You do her jufl:ice, when you fay 
1:hat fhe bas no ha.rm in her; I pretend to know 
her better than any body, and I know her to be 
,perfecl:ly modefi; fhe has a great fweetnefs of 
.temper and don't want wit; but all this will not 

fecure 
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fecure a good reputation. Young ladies, who 
h:1ve loft their mothers, m:ufr be infinitely m ore 
.careful, than others -t8 eftabEih and fix a good 
name. This ca-re and precaution ha.s efr.apect the 
·thoughts of our poor friend. I really piry her 
.as fbe wants ro-much to be helped : it is very 
1:rnforru_nate, tbat fbe--is linked .w;th a parcel of 
ynung girls, that forr.i:fh all the world with dif~ 
courie about their mifhrkes and unguarded flighrs. 
Dear ladies, fr will be the greate l1: of charities in 
you to give her all pofiible demonftrations of 
:the tendereit frienJfhip, that fhe may be refcued 
.from .tha.t dang~rous company. If we can foc­
ceed, fhe will turn out a mofl: valuabl-e perfon. 
Jr is faid fhe wiil be married foon; I heartily wi1h 
her a - fenfi.ble perfon for her h.ufb.and ; if be 
:knows how to m.anage her, he may bring her 
·to be as good.a wife as be can wifh. 
· Mifs Zina. I am fore, Mrs. Ajfahle, I know -a 
joung lady, who hz.s the good luck 0f havin.g 
fixed her mind on a perfon of great -worth ; they 
,are to be m?.r.ried in a fnorc time; and he has 
·already found means to make .a total change in 
her behaviour. 
· l\1rs. Ajfaije. The greatefi happinefs one can 
-meet with in this fl:ate, is to fix upon a perfon 
,d10fe cbaraB:er deferves eileem. As foon as 
one finds, that his difpofition engages him in the 

· interefl: of virtue, a deGre to pleafo a man of 
this cbaraaer puts us upon our bell endeavours 
to correcl: our failings and to be virtuous. I 
hope, my dear, you are q,uite farisfied with Lord 
----•s eharaB:er. • 

l\t1ifs Zina. I am indeed, Mrs. Affah'/e. He has 
-a great idea and efteem of true virtue; ~nd if 
.any thing is an obfi:acle (rom his fide to the' 

praEtice 
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pra8:ice of it, it can only be his age; for he 
1s very young. . 

Mrs . .Ajfab/e. If Mifs Frivolous were in the way, 
I fhould think it a defett, fbe w&nrs a husband 
of a fi.xc and fe_tclecl charnEl-er, a.nd qua-lifr:~d to. 
guide her \Vith prudence, and -..vichouc creatincr 
any fufpicion . Heaven has favoured you with 
~ right underftanding, and defigned you to form 
the charaEl-er of your_ husban:I.. ·. 

M.ils Zina. How is that pnflible; am not I on 
th e contrary to conform mine to his, and will nut 
obedience he my chief an.cl fir!} duty ? 
· Mrs . .Affah!e. I would not for the world fay the 
contrary; obedience and compJaifance are to g:iin 
bis heart. This point once gained, you will lead 
him t6 all the virme you can wiD1 without his l,e­
ing aware of any defign on your fide. When ynu 
are not fo · far, we fhall talk the matter over 
piore° particularly. Go on Jady Lucy with your 
di1rributi:on of rime and the performance of youc 
daily a3:i.ons. . 
. Lady lz1,9. After dinner, I go up to drefs, and 
whiHr this goes on., I end.eavour to take up my 
time with fome good thought. If I am ro 
make or receive any vifirs, I fp-en~ half a guar­
rer of an hour in prayer, char God will vouch­
fafe to preferve me by his holy gra.ce from of­
fending him in the company I fh.dl meet tha.~ 
-day. If it be my misfon-une to fall in amon~ 
people, who ailow themfelves too much li~erty 
of fpeecb, I endeavour to bani01 fuch thoughrs 
as I would dQ difha8:ions, and God is plea.fed 
to blefs me with. fuccets. It. is true, thqt _rb.~ 
looks, as if I did not mind the converfation 
that is goin~ on ; and this fome wil I have · tGl 
be pri~e, ana others duln~fs ; but in the maiq 

· is 
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is what I am not greatly concerntd about. _ If 
they are upon fome childifh talk, I offer up to 
God the confhaint I am under to talk like the 
refr. When chariry is broken by the difcourie 
of gerfons about my age, I take the liberty 
with all the refpetl- imaginable to beg they v.1 ill call another caufe and- a new fuGjefr of 
cort verfation. 

Lady loui/a. How dare 'you d~ fo ?. Are flOt 
you afraid of offending the ladies ? 

Lady LuC)', Tbat happened only once. A lady, · 
t-0 whom I reprefented how tender we mufl: l.:e 
in regard to our neighbo1.e1r, faid I was a rne­
tl10diit; and that was all. At ocher times I 
have been among ft ·ladies, who 1~ .,: a good tum of mind;; they returned me thanks for the 
great care I had, not to give them any offence. 
And fometimes they have thanked me for the 
uccafion I offered them· of reflecting on what 
they faid,- becaufe it was mere inadvertency, , 
tihat tl1r::: w them upon that topic: 

Ivfiis Zina I come into that number. Our 
11eig.hbour is fo frequently the fubj ~ct ofconverfa­
tion, that we detract often before we chink of it; 
lam particularly obliged to lady Lucy, who has 
been of great fervice and help, towards my, 
correcting char: defrc-L 

J\,1:rs. A.ff.able. Thefe are die particular advan•· 
rages- of true and real friendfoip. Friends put­
us in mind-of the faults we are fubj eB: to, but 
then· it is done with· kindnefs, . true affection and 
with the befl: good manners. Continue, dear 
la.dies, and cultivate thofe fenciments, ,which form; 
the friendihip and value you have for one an- · 
other. Your mutual friendfhip will ' l'rGVe at 
qngular p,leafure of life. But when pcrfofts i 

V o,r,., 11-I~- G- above. 
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above your own nrnk detra.fr .fr0m thefr neiaii-· 
bour, do you find fault - w?th • them alfo, J;dy1 
bury? 

Nlif, Zina. I can inform you,- 1\1rs- AffaMe, how: 

lady Luc-y behaves r-hen; I have been in the. 

occ·iion frcq-~1ently. ; fhe puts on -foch ;a cold and , 
fer;ous look, . th Jt • the · company difrovers very . 
pl;: inly lady L,try's difi: leafore, and ho w difagr@e ­

~ble the fobject- of the urnvnfation is; and it. 
he·r O~)inion is :ukcd ahem:: rl1e luffe rer, th e never . 

fails tYiay.alJ the g.ood fhe can ro his or ber acl­
Vc:!nragc. 

\Ve were- r.'od,er day at a -lady's, wb ere a young : 

~rfon very well- known was, as we cal-I it, -taken ; 
to· pieces . S\e was ' r<"prefontcd to be covetous, 

m;fch ievous , guarrelfome, and a tboufand other 

rh1ngs were laid . on ; th e-y did not charge her 
v:frh · wam of virtue , to Le iw;.e; . for, fa.id they, . 

Hi.e is t co·•ugly to miis it: in chat wa.y, and, indeed, . 
{he h:is ne ver been- in the occafion. You know~ 

how backw::rd, . Jacly Lury is ; fo e was far from­

~t thh1.: d~y, I ·aliure you. Every ftory that was 

broual;t in t'.o confii:n1 the bad . character of thi.c,~ 
0 . 

you ng perfon was ref~te~ by, another, .. v,,hi~h. 
fad y Lurv had ready t0 J ufof y her. J\-r !aft Jaa y, 
} ,u<y took her lea.ve ; and the mifl:refs of the houfo 

fiid, this lady Lu~y is a very warm friend; Ji<l: 
H o t you obferve, hov.: ze.douily D1 c t ook .Miis 
D---'s part; furely they are two intim ates. I. 
aff ire you, Madam , J .anfwered , tlTat lady Lucy . 

has never foen her. Fr.iendCT1io. has no fhare in. 
l . 

the zeal, t hat, prompted her t o defend Miis. 
D----'s charaRer; it is mere charity; lhe can-­

not bear any thing t ba t is faid to the difadvantage . 

of another / and always has twer..ty ft ories or more 

to offer in behalf of tbe abfrm, 
Thar 



'That mull: be ·owned, fai:i the lady of the lvrnfa, 
fto be -a mo!l: valuable pare of a characl:er. I al­
ways rook lady Luc_y ;o be a -very amiable young 
1ierfon, and now I rake her co be a lady deforving 
of the highefi: efi:eem. However ihe has given 
-us all our own; lrnt in the main can we find fault? 
did not we fpeak ill-of every body ? 

Lady Lucy R-ut Mifs does nor inform you, ttia t 
rI am too ofrer-1 fubjetl: to that fault and man-y 
.others; I mul1 not go on,_ hut t~,ke cue of humi­
lity with a hook. Sometimes I play and lofe , 
I mu CT: own, with r egret, for I have not half 
-the money I wane for more effemia l conce rns. I 
'retire-ar ·ten, and before I go cc bed, ·I examine 
-my confcience, -I accufe myielf of my faoits 
-in tbe prefence of his divine Maje.!1:y1 I beg 
pardon for -all offences, and to obtain it, I off:-}r 
-up the merits of Jefos Chrifr. Then 1 make fame 
refolutions and good purpQies for the next day, 
and fo to bed. 
• 1\1rs. A.ff"able. _ \tVhat takes up your -thoughts-, 
my dear, whiHl: you are undreffing? 

Lady Lucy. Sometimes one thing, .•fometimes 
another; but generally, I think the da,y will com~ 
when I fhall undrefs for ·the Ja{l: time, and only 
leave my bed to be carried to t}-le grave. 

Lady Louifa. Don.'t -this thought hinder your 
f1eep ? 

Lady Lucy. ·Not -at all, my dear, but gives roor;n 
to many more -gGod thoughts, which cake me up 
till I !1eep. -I have performed the task you 
in:pofed,

1 
Mrs. Affahle, and, I think, fpoke enougl1 

cf m yfo1f. 
Lady Louifa. Give yourfelf nn uneafinefs about 

rt, my dear; what you have faid, will not be .un­
r,rofir.;.ble; .I ha.•1e alread_y Gegu.i:i co imitate you 

G 2 in 
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in fome things, and I hope God will give me the 
grace to follow your example in all the refi-; but 
here is lady Frh;o/ous. - . 

. Mifs Fricuolous. I beg pardon, Mrs. Affahle, for 
coming fo late;· a lady, a friend of mine, defae(j 
me to accompany .her to her mercer's. Lord,! 
what rich things I have fren ! 

Mrs . Affable. Might not ,y ou go on, and fay., 
Lord! how many have 1 wilhed for? How mi­
ierable have I -b.een, with the thoughts of being 
flinted by my father, and not having money fuf­
ficient to farisfy my fancy in that re!pecr ! 

.Miis Fticvolous. You might have gueffod worfe, 
JV1rs. Affable ; but I afiure you, I begin tq find 
fome _bent.fit by your Jefions. I had all the -
thoughts you mention; but then the defire wa$ 
not by half fo vio-Ient, as ir woµJd have been laft 
year; the paffion for drefs will wear ou~ at lafi-.• 
_.But, .Mrs . /Jff.:1b !e , l have a particular favour to 
beg of you. My father dines here to day, pray 
_don't tell him, that J came very lare, he will be 

_ very angry wi~ch me, if yo.u do. 
. Mrs. Affable. \.1/hy fhould be, my dear? What 
great matter in going to fee fame {hops? Is tbi~ 
·all ? there will _be, I fear, a great deal more to 
excufe . 

. Mifs Fri'Vol1J11s, That .is not aU, Mrs , Affable; he 
does not like I ihould be in company wit h that: 
lady, who is howeyer ¥ety prudent and difrrecr. 
I lo ve her m ucl1, c1 nd to ·relJ yQu the truth~ I am 
freqnently v-::icb her, wh en I pretend to vine in 
m he c places . 

i\1 rs. /!lfub.le. That is very v:ro ng , my dear. 
¥ e, u a re i;·cry ur:ciur iful in not oseying) c.,ur fa­
.t h,·-1 ·. T lio ,q; n he .gi~·es no rc ... fo;i ::, why h~ di t:.. 
J ·1 , - • ' l l j , .. ;. :s ~-r,m : rrc 1ucC;r;n1r t L1 a c 1:1- y, 1e may 1 .vr, p . , c..,-y 
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,very good ones. But fu1Jpofe, it is only his 
,fancy, -you certainly ought ro compiy; he mun-, 
,if ever he ihouJd difcu\'er this, be troubled tha_c 
you have fo little regard for him , and a thoufand· 
'circumfran.css may concur to this difcovery ; your 
,woman, the forvants that attend you, and m any 
other .tccidems. . 

Mifs Frivo!Jus. I am fore of the fervants ; they 
~will never betray me whateve r ha ppens; and 
when I ha ve once told th em what th ey are rn 
fay ·co my father, they frand in it to rhe 1a£l-. 

Mrs. /Jjfq b/e. That's my thoughtlefs girl! e:x:­
cufe -the .hadh expreffion. Have you ever con­
fidered the confequences of this way of behav~ 

fog? . ' 
· Mifs Fri,vo/ous. ,Pray, w.hat harm •is there in i~, 
.my dear ? It is no matter of impor tance, they are 
m ere trifles which yourlelf would allow, and I 
never imagined to J,e dangerous in the leafr . If 
there be a fault, truth indeed fuffers a little, but 
they are untruths to.no one's prejudice. 

Mrs . Ajfahl[. ·Th-0ugh there was nothiAg elfe., 
that is oad enough. An untruth is an offence 
of God ; ·tha t foflices to m ake it odious; hut fer­
•ting that alide, it' is atte11ded with mofr pernici­
ous co11fequences; if d1is come to yo.ur· father's 
:knowledge, he will never cruft yciu; and th is 
may be 0f e:r,treme pre judice to you. Moreover 
you get a babit of deceiving tli ofe you · are ac­
quainted witb, which may ·have very fatal ef­
foc s in- the co.urfe of Jife . Put me in mind o-f 
telling you f1. fiory, which .I ba.ve .taken from 
th e A J<vcnturer; I intend ,it .. for the be,rwfit of mf 
y ,')ung lad ies , at our fidl gC'n eral meering; and 
'.d1 en yo_u r{n~ I l1ave an opportunity, l ~-ill be 
,m ore pa ·t;cuL-1. r nn the inc:onvenieJJc.cs of th3-t 
!T'iHHJe i· of 1: d rnv in_g. _l\1ifs _ 



.,.1·50 Yhe Y oung Ladies Magazine, 
· Mlfs -Fri-vofous. Pray be fo n o wf J\tfrs. A!faUe;,; 

·,though it is fom ethi ng late , fu rely you may allow 
me a fmall quarter of an hour. 

Nfrs. Affable. I a m very wiJling to do it, but 
-upon condi cio n, tha t, without any rep[y, you iharl 
•.co n}ply with w hat I -require of. you. 
· l\1iis Frivo!otis. That m ay be very difficult, but,, 

,n otwirhftanding, I· .gi ve you my w ord I will; I 
:find ; tha t I {hnd in grea.r n eed of _yon r ad vie~, 
.and I am refo]ved to •fo llow yo ur di reEtions. 

l\tirs . .Affable . N oth ino is more dan :rerous, rhan 
-being at liberty and in _power _ ;o do mif• 
.chief. Y ou tell me, al.I the fervants are in your 
ioteref1:, and diat you can <l ep~nd upon their fide• 
lity. I kno\v, tha t you try them only in matters, 
,tvf no confcquence, hut you ma_y perhaps, fome 
day, d eii re to take a rr ia-1 in- mane.rs of m or.e 
w eight and m oment . \,Ve cannot have too m ,tr!Y 
.checks t o keep us from evil, and, inil:cad of re­
JTIOVing t hem out pf the way, we ihould rather 
increaie the number of thofe obfl:acles to our be• 
j ng ruined. Th~ dread of fervants coming· to 
:re veal ac},ions, tha t w e wifh to b~ kept Jec ret, is a 
_very proper curb ; but to prevent fo rvants and the 
like having ,it in their power t o hurt us, we are 
;,Ugder a neceffity of behavino ourfe]ves commend­
.ably, at leafl:, bla melef:ly. ::,you have hoke thro' 
•.this refl:raint, and it will be fo much the e:::i.fier 
.for you to commit a fault, if rou fo ould be fo 
inclined. Bur there -is fl:ill fome thing m ore; the 

,ferva nts, ~ pon \vhofe fecrec y you def:end fo parti-
cularly, w il l chink a ll ·fu-: h obl igations .to be at an 

-en ::i, as foon a s t he y. q uit theit· fervice ; on e o f 
t he m, y()u c,2.n nor ha1 e fo rgot it1 bet ra y 'd you 
.hfr year, and, infl-cnd of r 0 2refentin g matters as 
they real iy w ere, made them worle . T hey are 

Jure 



fiire to break in upon the refpccr due to you as 
foon, as they perceive you are· fo on -of rliat clue 
to your father; they will look upon you as ·a Jiar, 
an untra8-al.:)1e, deceitful young woman. The 
maid, whofr indefrretion gives you fuch concern, 
will grow faucy aJ1d impertinent. She wilJ ferve 
y_ou only as -foe pleafes, without aBy.drea-d of !ll 
reprimand,_ or 1ofing her place. There would be 
no end, if I was to go througl1 all the dangers 
you - fiand expcfed to; .bur what I have fai:J. is 
enough to make y_ou pals over, and fer afide all ' 
confiderations wharerer, that you may put your · 
conduB: upon a better footing. 

Miis F, ~vo.1ous. -I mdl: own,. I have DC-1thing to " 
objeB:, w.ith regard to what yot1 fay. Yi1a veal­
ready had a fampJe of my maiu's pertnefa. She 
talked. to me yefl:erda y at foch a bold rare, that I . 
could not forbear th reatening her· ~,irh being : 
turned off. 

J\1rs .Alf.able. You have prornifed to follow my- ., 
advice. I will put you now to the proof. I ab­
folutety infi{l: upon y_our de~laring this very day · 
tb your father all the faults y_oa have committed , 
in this kind. , 

lv1ifs F,i-vol,us. Surely, you don't think on- whac : 
you fay ;~my farher's feverity is futh, that he · 
will never forgive me. 

J\1rs. Affable. I -know him better than you do
9 • 

my dear ; on ch-e c<inrravy y,ou wi!l engage his 
hea rt, and-all his affecl-ion .-in-your favour. This • 
muff gain -any man of~ worth; and thar,J know, 
your father is. 

Mifs Fri•vo!otts. l'Jl do it Mrs: Affable ; but if · 
my father is exceeding angry, I will come di--- ­
recl-1y, hi~her, I tel1 yo~ beforehar-d. 

lvfrs,, 
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I\frs. Affable. I tell you once more, my dear, f. 
take it upon myfelf. I fhould not advife this fiep, 
if I was not well:afforcd, tJ-i.at it cannot any way. 
turn to your prejudict: , God will blefryour fol­
lowing this advice; offer your compliance to God 
in farisfa8:ion for all the untruths, you have been 
betrayed into by your pail cofldull: . 

Th~ End of 1-hc third V 0L't.:N11.$. 
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l\[ifs FR-rv0Lous's Father:, Mrs .. A1'.FA.BU~ ... 

·The FATHER. 

I was informed, Madam, that 3/0U wanted to 
fee me; and I am glad of the opportunity 

to tha·nk you for all the pains y0u take · 
-with .my daughter. What ·you have done to her 
I don't know; but ihe wou1-d will-ingl-y -be w_itll 
you from morning till night. She is a good 
child, and-does not want wic Am 1 miil:aken~-1\frs. Affable? 

MTS. Ajfahle. No, i-ndeed, 'Sir. She has, befides· 
the ad vantages of a charmin;g perfon, an extreme f we-et tem_per; and I h.a,ve reafon to 110-pe, .that 
you w.ill always be ver·y happy in your daughter. ' 

The Father. I am very .defirous 0f fettling he,r; 
.a handfome young woman, as !he is of he-r pe,r­
fon, lea:yes a parent .expofed to _great haza-rd~~ 

A 2 whilfr 
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,~·hi!O: fhe remains unfettled; it is a heavy load . 
Ji_es upon me, iix. children who wane their mothe_r. 
J\1 y to·ur fons are not fo great a concern ; b~_t 
the poor girls give me great uneafineis; for, ·i_n 
realir'y, a man is very indifferently qualified t.o 
1:-_ring up young women. , 

·M-rs. Ajfuh!e. Why fo, Sjr? A father may be 
a very proper guide to his daughters, if he act ch~ 

,. part of a friend, and tnore of a friend, than a pa­
r~nt, -and gain their confidence by that means. 

The Father. Very good indeed! A _fatlrer is the 
very lait perfon, his daughter would chufe for 
her confident. 'Tis in vain to be kind ; the filly 
g irls will make an ill ufe of the favours they re­
cei \'e from a parent, and that is all you get 
and no way co arrive at their confiJence. 

Mrs . .Affable. It is noc always the daughter's 
fault. 

The Father. So, fo, Mrs. Affahle; you have a 
mind to give me a lecture. 

Mrs. Ajfahle. I would receive one frofTl you, 
Sir, on any other article., The experience of many 
year:<. , it is frue, lrns given me lights on this head, 
which are not eafily obtained hy 1pecu1ation; and 
r:1 ~ affecl:ion I have for your charming daugh• 
te r induces me to communicate what I have 
Jearne:i to hez: father; you feem to think and 
]_()Ok upnn a young lady's making her fath er 
he1: crmfident as a thing quire unhearJ ; if you 
will give me your word cf honour, to try only 
once rhe meth0d I fhall propofe, I will infure 
!or you all Mds Fri<Volous's confi : ence. ·-
: The Fath.-:r. 1f that be all, I give you my 

w0rd of honour; and y-ou may depend upon me. 
l\1rs. A.Jlabie . See however that you do it; it is 

of th e Jatl: importance to tbe young lady; foe 
pa, a very bad perfon ab ut he.r, her maid; .fho 

comes 
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comes into, and gratifies all mil;'s fancies; thefe 
indeed, have hirherro been very innocent; bu r, 
as theie cbildi{h whims may ma-ke room r·nr 
oth<:>.rs of a more dangerous nature, tha t tem p­
tation fhould be remov~d by putting tb e mail 
aWd)', 

The Father. I am very willing, but don't think 
that a v_ery proper meafore to gain my daugh­
ter's confiden-:e. You rnu 1t k11ow, ihe dotes on 
this wom.1n; and many tears ic woulJ co:r, dic.l I 
offer to difcharge lier maid. 

Jvlrs. A!f., ble. I don't intend you fHaJl be rhe 
perfon to do it; Miis Fri<vo 1ou1 fhall perfoade you 
to it. I mufl: tell you a focrec, w ~:, ·h, if you 
pleafe, I beg, may 1--. e kept very relif/ •~1 ufly,_; a ll 
would be over, if Mils came to h:11pefr our· 1.. ,;?~·i J:. 
pondence. You have forbid her 1eelng MiE--

. an-1 for very good reafons; ihe is a giddy-headed 
creature, an:i only fir to f_roil your daughter. You 
thought ihe o'Gf:::rved y0ur orders, anu you have 

.been, deceived every day. Her maid
1 

the coach­
man and footman, are in a Jeaguf', t0 impofe 
upon you. I have made l\.1i[s quire fenfible of 
the , confequences, which may be expected frnm 
fuch behaviour; and have prevailed upon her co 
make a ." candid declaration to you of the faulrs 
!he has committed in this particular. Now Mih'.s 
future g0od carriage to her father will depend 
upon your manner and way of receiving this 
confidence. · 

The Father. Faith, j\frs. /'.!fable, you are !harp­
er, than I am ; I guefs whereabouts you are ; go 
on; you will find me a very traEtable f'ch nlar. 

Mrs. Affable. You are welcome, Sir, to laug!1 
at me; but keep your word. When Mifs makes 
t 11rs confeffion, you mufl-, I beg it of you, nnt 
ihew any rdent;r_nent. On the contrary you !hall 

A 3 embraQe 
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embr-ace her, and comm_end her fincerity. Then: 
Jay before her the motives y.ou had to forbid 
her feeing that acqpaintance of hers, and affore 
her, rhat you wi11 nor requir.e any thing more of 
he r, be.fore you i,a v.e fatidi.;;d her,. that it is botl.1· 
reafonable and neceHary. f: efire her to look 

· upon you as t~e beft friend ihe has, and who­
wifhes her befl-. 1ntreat her to let you know· 
with confidence \),·hat foe likes or difli.kes, her in­
clinations and averfi0ns and t:-hat y.ou do not defign 
ro rule with a high hand or whim. Acquaint li er 
wirh the troubte and a.nxiery you find in l>oufe­
Jceeping ; and ch::ir yon only. fobmit to the difficulry 
fo r her fabc, and your otber children's ; a-nd that 
your renderne1s and aftefcion has been the fole 
ea ufc of your not enteri11g upon a, lecond n--arriage. 
Tell her, that fhe ·muJl take up her motber's place;; 
~fJ.d rbar you propoJe to yourfeJf the fatisfacl-ion 
and plea.fore of fi.nding· in heF an affif.1-anc, a com­
forter and a faicbfol ad viler in things th a t re-

. Jate to domefric affairs. In fine .... ihall I 
fay. all, Sir, hav.e n::ir I exceeded already? . 

Tbe Father. Not in die leaf¼:, Iviadam; n0thing, 
can be more prudent than the ad vice you have 
given n:ie- 1 beg you will go on • 

. Mrs . Affable. 1 will, fince you are fo good 
as to allow it. You have a very great love 
for your younger daughter, who I dare fay,. 
deferves it; but the preference you give her a love 
her elder ti lter is fomething too glaring. _ 

The Father. I underfrand you, and 1 honefily 
o-wn m',:..fault in th :i t r"fpeft. And yet I reany 
think, 1f th e elder would behave fo as to plea!e 
me, I fhould love her as much as I do the young­
er. She is very good hum oured, but for all thnr , 
ihe is not the more trattable, and has given me 
many a melancholy hour, I. hove fhe will make 

me 
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me amends; at le~f.t nothing iball be wanting on• 
my fide, and I lbaTI owe ~e happy change to' 
Mrs. Ajfahle. G-d--b--w..- -y. A1adam. I muit­
never forge.t thjs important piece of fervice. 

D·· I ALO G· BE XXVII. 

:Kitifs FRr v oLous embta.cing Mrs. AFF ABLE.· 

A H! dear Mrs. Alfable. How greatly I am 
obliged to you! . but for yol:1, I was entirely 

r uined in my father 's favour; but let me give an 
account of rhi~ happy turn ro the ladies; ir 
w ill be a beneficial Jd fon to them. 

Mrs. Affable . You are at liberty, my dear, to· 
- do as you- iha 11 thi:-1k proper . . . 

Miis Fri uolous. To begi-n, fadies, I muft firlt 
charge my1elf with very great faults. I had a. 
frie nd, whom ,my father fa.id me under an injunc. 
t-ion ne·ve r-·ro fee. I' am now convinced• he ha.cl · 
g,reat reafon for what he ' did ; but before, · 1 
thought it very unjuft; and fo did no_r obey his 
orders. I continued vifiting this lady unknown 
to my- father ,. and at the expence of a th oufand 
lies, over and above thofe, which came to tihe 
accoQnt of th~ ic rvanrs·, who on ly told hlm 
wha t I pl eafod. My mai<l e11cou1aged my un­
dutifolneis an d urged ch ar a you ng perfo n of 
eighteen w a s n1t to be gnve1·i1e<l like a chil<l. I 
,vas fi lly enough er, believe {he lo ved me, fin ce 
ib.e fla ttered my inclina tion; an ::l indeed fhe bad 
all my contidence. Bur fhe abufecl this inti • 
macy to fuch a degree, rhat I cou.i.d not hear 

A 4 her 
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her infoJence anr longer·; but I dudl not fpeak t~ her as the deferved, for fc:ar of a thoufand little things- coming to my fathers ears, which I wa,s very defirous to keep from him. Mrs. AJ/ablff, being informed of this, convinced me that I was highly ro blame, and infiil:ed upon my laying t he w,10Je of my conduct before my father. This caft me into fuc;1 frights an::l terrors as a mo!.l: dreadful thing to m f-• , ·fo that the night before lafl: } never Dept a wink. However I took a firm re· foJurion; Yeircrday _ morning l went up to my father's chamber; I threw myielf at his feet, :,n::I. dee la red all parriculars. I made no doubt of -· his breaking our int'o an excefs of paffion ; no, · not a.t all, he raiied me from the ground, be em­Lra ceJ me in the moft affectionate manner, fpoke . wirh all poftible ki-ndnefs, and uied me niorc like & friend than h-is daughter. I wept for fear, when I came in, and now the tears flowed in abundance, for ha vi'ng difobeyed fa good a parent ; and I pro­miicd, that for the future I D10uld think it an. of­fence to coneeal- any thought from him; and I 

l:llll fully refolved to keep my fFJ_rnife. 
I was pieafed beyond thought after this, and went out with an au.at of min_c, till cl.inner rime. \ Vbilft l was abfrnr, my unhappy maid, to be r e venged of me, for ch-iding her r'ocher day, went ro my father, and not only declared all I had d one, but rwcllcd the account with an infinity of lies . 1-fad nor I prev·ented her, you fee, that I mufr have loft my father's favour and good will fur ever. He fai<l nothing to her, but font for her after dinner. He then took the occ:afion of r eproaching h er, with her malice; told her l had a cquainted him with thofe particulars, :rnd had b egged of him to turn her off, that fhe m i:-ght be puni.fhed for the bad ad vice fhe had given 

.µie.. 
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me. After this, he ordered her to g'1 immedia­tely, for that fhe fhould· no t flay a night in t he h o ufe. This was not all ; my farh er tq 1hew, th a t all relenrment was at an e-nd, took me to his m er­cer an:i made me . a prefonr of a ve ry hand fo n:e foit of cloths. J am fo affeEted with his kin d.­n ~fs, that I would lay down my life, rather tha n offend him or keep any thing iecret frnm him hereafter . 

1V1rs. Affable. le is to me the greateft fati sfaEti ') n · ·to fee, that exferience has !hewn you the great ad­vanrages of fr1c e riry. Truth has relc ucd ynu from danger, my dear; your father, 't is ccriain, w ould never have placed any c 0 nn:ienc~ in you, if he had receive:i the in for ma ri on f1 om yo ur maid. LadySerfiMehas read afrory in th e /ld­r.;wturer, which is very well adapted to fb e w rhe fatal e:ffefrs of lies and imprudence ; fhe is go­ing to tell it, ladies. 
Lady Ser:.fib!e. Chai-lo-fie and Mar)', two yr: u,r,g fa dies, were brought up at the fame frbo ol. Their perfonal qualities were near a 'ike, ·and their rank equal; but, Charlotte bejng an 0nl y 9:1ughrer, e1eir forrunes were not to be compared. VV'bc-n they were taken from L hoo1, they continued the ir friemlfhip, and a day frJdom pa.fled that they d id not foe or1e another. Cha1lotte had not been ldrig returned, when captain Fruman came to make his ~:Idrefles. He had inherited a moderate e!rate from his fa ther, which wi.rh his commiffi0n made ir a pretty hand ome match ; but £he gre.at \V ?alth; wli ich Ch<!r!otte's father could give in mar• rl:w,e w ith his daurhter, flood ~Fl' the way of t he • D , Captain's addrefles; . the farher defiH.'d him to for-.bea r farther vifit5, afld deeLr:ed to his d.i~rghu-r, that f:l e muft th iRk no more of the Capt,.in .. She begged and pri yed; ibe- ·w '.' pt, hm all rn r-? p11r--

A 5 j?Ofi,1 
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pofe ; and ihe was con \1inced that fhe muil 0hey .. 
'he determined to do fo, and th~ deep-melancholy 

and trouble char \vas obferved in Charlotte perfuad-­
ed the farlier ir \-vould be convenient to fend her for 
a ·time, . to fome pbce at a difra.nce. He took her­
to an aunr, about an hundred . milf}S off Eond~nF 
who lived with ~1er daughter, -in a ,very folitarY­
retreac. 

Charlotte had ihid half a yean:tt her aunt's, .af!d 
was quite ,.veary of h~T confinement; and as her 
fancy for Fruman was more a-n effect of youth,-­
than a real inclination, foe foon forgot him, and 
was difplcafed with herfelf for betraying 2.n at- · 
tachme-n.t that had brought her tn this difag_ree-­
able fol itu de. Her father c-ame about that time: 
t o fee Charlotte-, and brought with him ah amiable 
young gentleman, \lhom -he defig_ned- for his fon -­
in-la w. P.....is name· was James ; his decC:'afod fu .,. ­
ther was a Baronet, to whofe title and laf.ge 
efh-te, he had. jufi: f~cceeded. As he vros a very 
handfome perfon, of an- agreeable behavionr and 
one, who de11rcd to p1ea.fe, be met with no o·b- ­
ftacle to his preten.fions, and the more as Char- ­
lotte's heart was free from all other.- im.p_reifions; 
be!icles. ihe was very cldirous to return. agairt to 
town; an¢ llie loved. her father, who fofo .. ited her 
earrn~tl:Jy rn accq~t the y:oung B-aron-et. Vani-ry had ­
a ·:f!tare in tl: e m erit. of her compfonce . She was 
fb.ttered wi th the titl e of La(''y; and all thefe con-

. fide ratio-ns engaged her to m~rry Sfr Jan.es, for 
whom fhe had c; on cci·ved much e/1:eem a nd a cer­
tain liking, w h ich though it couJd.n0t be ca-Ued : 
love, ye t fo fficed to gi·ound her hopes of bei,n g 
Vf'ry happy with him; rn effeS:, be carried fo hand­
:fo-mcly to her, that he gained her h{:ar-t; and well 
p )ta(u:l ihe was, t ha t fo e. had come' into the ma tch . 
lirnrofrd by her father .... · 

Fr,-e .. 
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F~eemarz having.heard, · that Charlotte was mar­
ried, found by the ea/e of his mind nor affdl­
e-d with the news, that he ,v1ts cured of the · 
fort of pailion, which he once thought !he ba,d 
ii1!pired to him; and as he was refoh-ed on being 
fettled, he caft h;s fyes ·towards· Jl1a,y, whom he 
had often feen at Charlotte's. - His adJreffes were 
well receind, thei r- marriage was foon concluq­
etl; and, Marv being .. quite amiable, he loved her 
only ani entirely, without a-ny_faTther thought of 
Charlotte~ 

Our new Lady came to town, and 7Vfrs. t,,:e~ 0
• 

man, as 
1

foo0 · as lhe hen.rd - o.f her rerurh, nrnJe 
hafre to p_ay her a vHit. They renewed th~ir 
former fr.icn-dfliip. ; the hu sbands ca r;ne acquain,t­
ed by tbis means, and w·ere foch frirnds, tbat ·the 
four were i11fepfl.rnb 1e coinpan1ons . This good un­
de!~andJ_ng keet ~p fo.r balf _a year, whe1: th~ e~il ; 
fpmt of iealnuiy .frept m to rnrerrupt their fnen.cl­
ihip. Sir James an·d l\frs. Fruman without commµ .. · 
nicacing .their thoughts to each other, had the fan)e · 
fofpicion. . Poch looked upon the occa11on as vci·y 
dangerous to their dea r partners · ; and they im~­
gined there was room to fear t_hat the' form~r 

_ love hetween my lady and the captain would re­
, vive, by the d.,iJy. opportunities of ~eeing each 

other. Each was racklt with thefo tbrmentina 
· fuCpicions; the more fo, becaufe they knew 'the; 
to Pe very unjnr. J\1y lady's and Freemaii's _be·- · 
lfaviou.r was-ftritt:ly irtep!"o'~c:.:h,ab1e, and .. fuffici-e!f : 
to rem0ve all uneafineis, 1f Jealoufy w21.-s a·z d'1•i• 
order that could admit any• cure from;· reafon. , 
All the ufe Sir Jan,1es and Mrs. P;uman· made ~f: 
thought, on ~his head, was to conceal their fenti- · 
m enrs, whe1-ein they were certainly wrong, Tl)e · 
married ftace -requires .c0nfidence, whicb ~rtd they · 

A -6- ~wt, 
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not wanted, they would have efcaptd the g·reat! 
misforrunes, which they- fuffe·rd afrervlards. 

Sir Jame; was oblige·d to go twelve miles out! 
of town, and wld mt Ja-.:ly- he fhould not come· home rill the neuday. JVfy la.<ly went to he!" fricn.:i's to fpend the evening with M,rs Freeman, 
wbo was alone,. b.ecaufe her husband fopped in­t own; and they fell to play a,t r,ique t .. The rime 
rnfled- infenfibly without their taking any no ricer· 
t;ill Mr. Fruman canie home, where they were iru 
the greateft forprife, that rhey bad play''d fo long. 
JAy I.id y begged of lrer friend to fend. for a chair ;, . Lur the other u;]d he r, tl1at as fhe wa.s a1cne, fiie 
might as wc::11 ftay an<l ra..ke a bit wirh her; day 

: bre .,ks very early, fhe -faid. ; we may chat the re­
, ipainder of the night, and your ladyfhip will get ~- hqrne early in the morning. The lady confented r 

at five o'clock in the 11:orning a footman was fem 
· out for a chair; none c·ould be found, and the' 

fe rvant r~rurned with a hackn -::- y coach. Freeman 
. thought it would not be lianJfome, ta fot my 

Ltd y go alone in a hack at that unleaforia-ble hour,. · a-nd offered to wa.it upon her home. She made 
fome difficulty, but .Mrs. Freeman, who was not' · ac all ple.-1fed with the pro?ofal, wa s refol'ved to ger; 

- t'1 e better of h~r jealoufy, arr:1 told Nf.r. Freemnn t '. 1ar he ·was in the right; but as my laa·y waS- {h'll 
Jo'.\th co Ie~ve her alone, Mrs Frenncm crffured her,. 

: that fhe longed ·impatiently to fl ::-ep, :md would 
- go to bed direHly. 

, Ir was a s fi ie a mnrning as pnffibly co·uld oe ft :en ; my lady tells Mr. Fruman; ic w·as a fin ~o 
- (T O to f! eep iri fuch fin~ weather, and rhat it wou !d . he exr r~mel y pleaia nt to .w:ilk in the pa rk, which 

be rni ~; t1 r very weJI d">, without giving M ts. 
· }ri'emri~1 any unca firiefa , who very likely wa, the n fa:1 a!k::p. H~ 7anfom,;: :i,; but as _it was not fo 

pro-
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proper (he fhould go alone with him to the park, 
fhe defrrcd to be taken co a relation of hers ; and 
ihe would heg the favour of her company to: 
take a rum about the park. F, aman Haid in the 
coach, my lady went up to her cofcn, who ex­
cufecJ herielf, becaufe her bror;her \Vas out of er-

. der, and de!J.red her to bn::;,kfafi: with her. She­
accepted the invitation,- an:l. toJd Fruman ih,e 
would breakfa fi: with her cofen. 

Freeman left:' her, and derern1ined to rake a 
·walk by himfelf, fi r: ce his lady was gon~ to fleep. 
My lady, who, thought him gone home, after 
fhe had got. her breakfafr, was again for a walk, 
and went ro the par,k, where, to her great fo·is­
priie, fhe fomd F1 ecman. They walked about 
for an hour ; after this, F;-eeman waired upon b~r­
to the door of a celebrated coffee-houfe , where 
was a great number of chairs, and, after h.e had. 
feen her' in· one, he retired. 

Mean wrnle,-. Sir- Jcmm di<l not fray the night: 
in the country, as he propofed, and at his return,. 
wonder:ed rnuch, when he found. rny lady was not 
ar home. The fervams told· liim :fhe was at 

· Mrs. Frremafi's; but he could not forbear fome -
motion of jealoufy. He recovered however with . 

. the thoughts, that .l'v1_rs. Freeman was as much in­
tenfl:ed as he was, in this matter, and went to 
bed. All endeavours to Heep w·ere unefF:ecl-uaJ ;, 
it was four before h~ could cloie- his eyes. He 
waked ab0ur eight, an_d hurried away to Mr's. 
Freeman's, who was as uneafy as Si.r Jamer; and 

' bis fu!.picions were aggra.va.ced, when he was ·in­
formed by her, that be.r husband, irnd my I.d:y 
went out at five in rne morning. He ibid fame 
time, and knew not \:,,bat to think, and during 
the .interval i.n comes a phy:ician, tbar had juit -
been vi.firing a cofen of .:Mrs. F, tcman's; his pati-

.. tient , 
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tiP11t. ¥-ou arc f!Ot very ill ofF1 he faid very mf:r- · 
rily, with being a wi.dow; you are in very agree- · 
::i.~le company; [1.-n.9 fo has your husband; I faw 
him juil now, with a-charming.lady, at ·thc door 
of .... .. coffee-houfe1 whei:e he- hand(;:d -he-r to 
a- chair. 
· Every vron.1, . fpoke· bf this indifc.reet Docl:or; . 

firuck Sir . James, and }I. rs. Freeman· to th e heart; , 
and when he obferved the impreffion he had ma9e 
u pon her, rn · mend the · matter1 he added- very_ 
gravely, th~r the lady to be fore was no cori:i­
mon - w-oman, that. fhc looked Eke a very m odefl: 
per:on, and a lady of birth. To perfoade the 

_mnre, he deJcribed her1 fo that it wa-s imp_o!Tible 
to miilake the lady; 

When the Doctnr · was . grme, Sir Janus a.nd .: 
Mrs. F,-eeman looked at ea-ch oth er, without ipe:aJc­
ing. a word; perhap_s they would have laid op_~n . 
their uncafi.n.efs, and. trouble of mind ; but the · 
Captain came in, and acquainted Sir James that he · 
h:ad left my Ia:ly at her coien's , wl:ere fhe gpt 
her break'fafl:. Sir ·Jamrs went out to be fatisfied . 
a.bout the trui;h, a.nd Mrs. freeman acguairned 
the Captain with the account·given by_ the Docl:or. 
The Cap_tain, a ware of the confequences, co~-

. feffed t-o·his fpoufe, all tba-t had.,happened ; and 'as 
trmh has ce.rrain marks, which cannot be coun­
terfeited1 llie was convinced of his innocence1 and ~ 
my 1adys; ilie wrote in all hafie to· the lafr, in­
form.ing . h.er of the whole marter; but the Jette r · 
tame tao late to ' hand. Si,r 7ames foufld by his . 
<ofen, that my lady . left her ih very _good. rime, 
and now he made no'dou'bt · of her g_oing to fome 
pJace of .ill -repute •; he retums home in ·a fury, but · 
he .compoii d himfelf, ana asked his lady - very 
€almly wbat fhe had done, _from the time he left · 
her. 1\1y lady_ was in-g_reat trouble, for not bri'ng_: 

a-G :. 
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· at home \\·hen be rernrned. Though every thing 
_ was innocent in her behaviour, .fhe plainly fa w, 
that ih e. had been imprudent, and that her con­
duEl: ,,,as fubjec1: to a much worle c0nfhu£l:ion . 
Upon this, - fhe refo1\r-ed to conceal the truth, in 
part,. and told Sir ]ames, . that the Car:,rain had 

. w-aired up,_on her- to her coien's, and that fhe 
came home from· her hc ufe . - My lad y was not 
uled . ro tell an umnuh; and. her-face, with Uufh­
ing, was al!. on . a. blaze-; which confirm ed Sir · 
J am-/s fo '.pidons , H e left her . abruptly, ar.d 
went to a famed . ta-vern, - wh ere · he wrote ·to 
Freeman, that he wanted to fpea.k to him. Ver_y 
unluckily for Freeman, the note Glme to lrnnd, nnd . 
he went immediately to rhe plai: e appointed . S,ir 
James feeing, him, fo., faid he, very-calmly, you 
did.nor 1~e my wife, after you left her, at her co- ­
fan's .? What.need of this quefrion? I thcmght my. 
:fi.rfi anfwer, very fuffi.eien.t to be believed. No,. , 
p;erfiaiom-· wretch, fa.id Sjr . James, drawing his , 
fword, ira.nd uppn your guard. - Freonr,m \V anted ' 
to tell hi-m th _e whole trutl1, . but Sir Jame 1 was in . 
t hat excefs of ·rag-e, that .he would hear nothingi,- . 
and the other found it neceffary to _-put himieif 
upon h-iS'{iefen<,e-, which hie did withGut fuccer~ ·; , 
and a mor~al .wo.und lq.id Freeman up·on the floor. 

The ·bufi-Je ,a-nd noife i n the Toom, .a-fanned .the · 
pe9ple,· of the tavern ; . they cried. out for help_. A ~. 
conihble ca.me in the crowd, ~ ordered the door to , 
be forced opeff, and fecured Sir -J ames . Fri·e1na119 • 

w ho ·found his end was very_. near;· defired co 
fa Y· fom ething. in- priv~re- to his friend... U p,on ! 

thi~, all · went om and · the- cnn{rable , fl-a id at -: 
the door, on tb € outfi.de-, to pn~ven-t the · p.ri-~ 
foner's efrape. Here Fre11111an ded£J.i-cd .a-11 tb a-t 
had happened, and affored him under \he iho,nge.11: · 
-erocd rarions, that my lady was innocent. The. · 

w.ord.:l 
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words of a d yi ng ma n meet. always wirh fu lI credit, and bis evidence is never cailed in queftion . Sj r J amu under rhc con vicrion he had of his frie r,d' s, and his lady's innocence was in a drea ~ful :ag.ony; and F,·ei:ma n teeing that Sir ,7ameJ relented and was i<.)frened to p:-ry and grief, for the firua­tioll he had brough t him .to, reached out bis l1anJ to him, and in an expiring weak t0ne of voi :e, I forgi-,·e yr:, u, faiJ he, ta kmg my life; re · is th::: C:)!J tequ::! 1Jce of an untruth I ba ve t old. Live, Sir, to proreEr my wife,. and my poor lad. You have only one way to fave your own· life; make y0ur efcape out of rhe window. Sir Jamu took his advic:::, and got out; he did n ot fo much as c.dl ar home ; but \vent oif -that in Pcanr, for a port, w:1ence he could p-afs into H ) fLrn~. Before h-~ w ent orr board, he - wrote to Myla:dy, an:l reproached her wjth di!1embl ing, and rhe fad extrem ity to wh ic h fhe k,d reduced her bufband. My lady. in defpair, ,vas gerti~ every thing read y, ro follow h im ; btJt fh e had, not time, being informed fhortly ~frer,. that the fl1ip he went in was wrecked, and Sir · .. J ame1 l'ofl-. · 
J\1ifs Fri1,olou1, Wel'l might you fay, that i-c was a dreadfoJ: fiory. \Vhat misfortunes ma·y nQt an · untruth occarnn? 
Ivliis Mo.1[y. I think, f am rnred o-f t e1Jing a ny as 1'1)ng as I ilia II Ii ve. Y es, indeed, Mrs. AJfabte. I had rather vennHe being chid a thoufand times, than ever fib again. · .M'rs. Alf ble. One can fca rce have the heart to · chide a perfon, whn 1rnce1,ely owns his fau lt; but ·you judge very riglic, that it is bt tter running · th e hazard of being chid, than to t el1 an untrmh. JJ.1/a is now to begin the fior y 0£ !_¥b ,1. 
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Mifs Bella, At that time, when the Jews were 

_captives in Nine<Veh, there was a holy man amongft 
them called Tob:t, who e:nployed himlelf and aJI 
he was worth to reliev_e his -l"'rerhren and fell o w 
fofferers in captivity. He took care of the fide, 
he fed rhe poor, and buried the dead. It h,l ppen­
e.i one d:ty, that being quite wearied out with coil­
ing at thele good works, he fat down to reft a 
little, and fell alleep. \-Vhi]{t be flepr, fomethin-g 
from a bird's nelt, fell into his eyes, an<l took 
away his fight. Ve:·y near, at the fame time, he 
lofl: all bis fobf1-.1nce, and became fo poor1 that his 
wifo was forced to take in work for their fub­
fi.thnce. 

Once they gave her a kid over and above the 
wages of her work. 1"ohit, hearing the kid cry, 
fofpecl:ed it had been fl:olen, and a~ked fo many 
gueftions about the kid, that he put his wife 
out of all patience, who gave him feveral bai;d 
words and reproached him on ~ccount of his. 
goad works, as if they had been the c.;.ufe of their 
misfortunes, which Tobit bore very patiently. 

He had an only fon, whom he brought up tn 
the fc:tr of the Lord ; he wifbed to be in foch cir­
cumftances as cou1cl enable him to fettle his ion 
in the world ; and having this thought m4ch rn 
his mind 1 he fpoke t o his wife; ,vhen I was ricp~ ; 
faid he, I lent a cirnfi<lera.ble fum to a very honefl: 
man, who lives at a very great difl-ance. I have 
his note, an-1 I am perfoaded he will pay the !110· 
ney upon the fi)ot. The wife, hearing all rhi's, 
broke out into pitiable outcries ; what, fail 01e, I 
have only this fon to be my comfort, after the 
lois of all my fubftance, and ye~ yQU \VOulcl 
take him from me, and put him upon a dange­
rous journey, perhaps nev er ro retnrn? Fear no­
;h_ing, faid 1°?bias, (that was tlie fon's name) the 

angel 
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:angel of the Lord will gu•ide me thither, and 
. back again . 

. 1:he journey being now refolved upon, Yohit bid 
-h1s ion go and find out fame young man., tbac was 
proper to be his guide. Tobias went out in obe-
11.ience to his father,- and met with a young man 

. habited like a traveller, and with a fta:fr in his hand· 
! ready to frt off. Tobias wa.s quire charmed with 
th€ countenance of this beaurifol young man; 

: a-n.d really well he mighr, for this w,,.s the Angel 
Raphael, whom God had fent in the figure and 
refemblance of a man to conduct: Tobiar. He-

. goes . up to him ; aud after he had told him 
his defign, Raphael confenced ro go ,vith him to 
l1.is fc:1ther's. The old father acquainted him with 
his intention ;- rhey made an agreeq1ent ·what he 
was. co have at his return; and after the father 
an:! m other had defired the guide to be rnofr par-

. ticul arl y careful of their fon; they wifhed all 
bieffi.n.gs to attend chem, and- fo difmi:fled them, 
to take their journey. 

They were near the river 1"igri.r, in the eve­
ning, <Jobias, was fatigued, and the weather being 

. very hot. He went down ro wafu himfe1f, when 
a large fifh leaped out of the river, and made tow­
ards him, as if he wemld have devoured- him. 
Tobias in the fright, called to his guide, who 

. bid · him take the fifh by the gills, and drag him. 
to land~- The fi.fh . after {huggling and toifo1g 

. about vehemently, c.lied foon after, and t hen the 
ang~l fpoke ro TobiaJ; open the fi01 faid he, take out 
the hea rt and the liver, an-:l the gall , and pur 
th em up carefully. The gall is a cure ·for rhe · 
Llind, and reftores loft fight, and bv burnina rhe 
h eart and the liver, the fmoak will drive Iway 
the e \~il f P.irit. 
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"1\,fifs Sophy. %hit's wife was not unlike Job's ... 

B.ut Mrs. Affahle; do, tell me, why women are 
more impatient, and leis c-'J ura gec,us rhan men? 

Lady vYitty. That is an old calumny, men have· 
always ready to throw out ,~gainfr women. I am 

-p€rfoaded women are as good as they in aJI ref­
pefrs. Is ic not fo. 

l\frs. Affable ? Here is caufe for me to try. I 
could wilh to give it in favour of lady T1/itt;; 
but alas, ! truth obliges me ti) join in opinion 

· with Mifa Sophy. I am forry for it, my dear ; 
but it is however too true. 

Lady W;tty. BtJ.t why, .h1rs. /.ff able P Are thtir 
fouh more perfeft than women's . 

i'\frs. Affable. I don't rhink they are. On the 
conc.rary, I am perfuadd, that all our fouls being. 
formed t0 the image and Jikenefs of God, are ab­
folateJ y Jike. 

Lady lfJuija. That is hard to concei ve; for how 
will you account for the prodigious difference· 
that is obforved in the cbaratrers and tern persr. 

- a difference much greater than is feen info many 
faces, tho' the la.ft is alfo very great. 

1\ths . .A.ffab-le. I don't pretend to any pai·cicular 
knowledge of this matter, but will tell you whar-
1 think. Yet you are not· to believe me any far-­
tbe1' than what. I fay:, feems to CT-and with rea­
fon, and till more knowing perfons fhall fatisfy, 
you, that I a.m in the wrong. . 

Do you. remember, ladies rhat not long fince, .. 
we maintained that there \\':as foch things as 
dfentiaJ qu~lfri-es. We concluded, . as I thougbr,, 
that an effonrial quality of matter is to requi1 e a­
figure, or form, whatever it is, to be in a natural 
flare. 

Lady ~o~ifa. I remember it perfectly we11, but _ 
in my opinion, fomething of an explanation will 
noc be ,tm.ifs.. - 1V1rs. 
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1'1frs. Affable. This table is fquare, that od1r:-r 

is round ; this pen 1:; different in figure, from die 
table; in one word, ladies, I defy you t,r fhew 
any one thing, that has nor fome fi6 ure or other. 

Lady !Fitty. l offer a wager that I do. I have 
now a thought come into my head, and I defy 
any one to rell me, whether is fguare, or round, · or crooked; l am fure, I cann ot rell myfelf. 

Mifs Bella. That is pleafant enough ; is a 
thought nothing, uecauie it has no figure, and 
every thing has fome or other? But I talk at ran­
dom, for it is impcili/:lle for me to know what 
is not, and yet I very well know my own thought. 
Help us our, l'/!rs. Affable, 
· · !virs. Affable. We are very certain, that there is 
nothlng of m&tter, r.arnrally, without fome form. 
\Ve are fore that our thoughts, which have a real 
being, have no figure or form; weare con '.e.quenr­]y · certain, that our thoughts are not material or 

, made of any matter. 
Lady ~Mary . \Vhat can it be then, 1\-1rs. Affable,? 
Mrs . ./jfuble. Something quire oppofite to ma't• ter, fince it bas rnnrrary gualiries. 
l\1iis Sophy. This is beyond my com prehenfion, _ Mrs . Ajjahle. · 
Mrs. Ajfn/;/e. Nothing is without its contrary. 

H eat is contrary to cold ; what is big to that 
· which is little. C<mtraries have quite oppofite 
·qualities, and can never meet in the 1ame fuhjeB:. 
Therefore matter has its contrary, and that is 
found in fpirirual fobfrances. ' 

Lady Lucy. \Vhar do you call fpirirual fub­
fiances ; how can we know them. 

l\frs. 4Jlahle. They are fuch as have qualities 
oppofite to matter, and without any figure or form, 
as for example, the foul. . 

Lady 
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. Lady Luc;•. I take ir. \,Vhatever has figure er 
form, I !ball rank with matter, what has nor, 
{hall be a fpiritual fuHhrnce. 

Mrs., A!fahle. Very right, lady. But obferve, 
withal, that every thing which has a figure or form is compofed of many pares from which you 
may take off, or to which you may add. I can tJke off a part of this cable; what I have taken 
off, is a pare which I have feparated from rhe table. On the ocher fide, I can make the cable larger, by adding a piece to · che table; the fame 
I can do with tbat chair, or chat bed. Nature does it daily ; our bodies increafo eve·ry day, ex­
teriorly, or interior! y in proportion to the accef'... 
fion -of new pares. Trees grow in the fame man• ne.r. A frone is a collec'tion of fm a1 J pares, or 
atorns, cloiely joined, and put together. Thus matter which has a figure, natura lly requires a 
greater or fmaller extenfton-, and chis ext_enfion 
and pares are qualities naturally inherent co matter. Do you underfb.nd ir, ladies? I defire, lad-y Sen­fible to repea t it. 

Lady Stnjible. Here is one of the dice to play at 
tables. Jc is fquare every way, and compofed of feveral pares, I could, wirh a hammer, break it 
int·o a thoufand pieces. The parts fepara ted in 
this manner, will not be fo much extended as the d-ice is, but flill t hey will have fome extcnlion. 

Mrs. Ajfable. Very right. But if you find any thing, which, to ·be in its natural fratc, does not require excenfion, figure an<l parts, rhis' will be c,ontrary to matter , and mufr ·be a fpirirnal fu['• 
,france. · V✓e fin<l chat the foul has neither length 
nor breadth, nor figure, and_ contequenriy mu!l: 1 1 be a fpiriru a l fobtl-a nce . Tell me what is the 
caufo of your thoughts; is .it the band, or the foot? 

Lacly 
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. Lady Wiuy. That is impoffible. 'The nand and 
· the foot ·ar.e p~rts of a body., and material, and, 

as matter is of , a contrary nature., to that of -a 
fpirirual Iubthn~e, it cannot produce any thing 
r-liac is fpiritua1, for then matter would g.i.ve wbac 
:it has not. . 

· Mils Bella. I always imagined, that the bead 
_prnduced our tnou_ghts .; but _I find, I was mif­
taken ; .th.e head is a body, ,as well as the hand 
,o.r foot. 

Lady Lucy. D0es no.t the foul caufe all our 
,though1s, and may not we conclude, cbat the 
ioul is fpirimal, beca.ufe we find cha:c our thoughts 
wh.ich are as ir were the offiipring of our foul, are 
fpiritua.I. The foul and the thougfat fbew and 
p~ove each others 1pi.ritua1ity. The thought as a . 
fpi.ritua'i effecl: demonfl:rates the fpirirn.aJity of 
the caufe, whici1 pro@ces it, for if the foul had 
not been a fpiritual fubitance, a fpiritual effecl: 
<:ould not have bee.a produced., by fuch a prin- . 
ciple. -

1\frs. Affable. Lady Lucy's conclufion is very j-ufl.-. 
As you 1mow, .that a fpirirual fubfl:ance has no · 
.parts, and confequently norbing can be added to 
or taken from 1r. Why can"t I then be a{fu. 
red, that the foul of a child newly born, is the 
fame, that it will be at twenty years of age, fince 
it cannot receive .any .addition, or fuffer any di- . 
.rninution ? 

Lady Laui.fa. This appears not to admit of 
.any difpute. But daily experience concradicl:s this 
true~ and there is reafon for faying, that the 
fouls of children grow with their bod-ies. 

Mrs . .Affable. I explained this, 1 think, fome 
·years ago, to ou.r young ladies,; but you was. 
not here, madam., and, befides, things of this 
D.atm:e, fboulcl be repeated more tl1an .once ; no 

dGubr1 
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:doul~t, ladies, you are all apprifed, that 11m11ary, 
,eon!i.dered as to that part, which retains th© • 
jdeas caufod by a former application of the . 
mind to _tht / ha11tafm or image of corporeal things, . 
js in fome- fort a corporal faculty, and depends 
upon corporeal beings, the imprefiion whereof 
,on the brafo is very ingenioully accounted for 
.by philofophers. 

Lady lou.ifa✓• I never heard this before; and I , 
.be,g it-may be farther e~pJained: . 

J.Vlrs. Affable. The two effential facuk1es of th(:! 
foul, ,as a fpiritual fubfiance, are the under­
ftanding, and the will; .that is., the foul has power 
..an.cl capacity to underll:and. and determine itfelf., 
,by its wilt le is provided, with a fort of paper, 
-where it writes down all the different thoughts, 
judgment~, and decifions ; this paper, is the brain 
lodged within the skull. You have :undoubtedly: 
feen the brains of fevera.1 animals ; none of you. 
-but have fome time 0r other eat of a calf's head. 

- The brai_n is a white and fofc fubfrance; ours is 
,alfo white and foft. T ,he foul is not only provided 
with this ·pa-per, b_ut alfo with pem co write;· 
.thefe are the fibres, that i's, a prodigious quantity' 
.of iinall fi]al)len'.ts, adapted to to1;1cb the brain6 .and to write, or make an impre1Tion thereon. 

B.ut -th.is is . nGt yet enou_gh. Somethjng more 
i~ necdf1ci.ry .to•. fer the fibre·s i.n a.aion, ~nd mo­
t,1,Gn ; "".h1c,h . IS done by .the more fubtile rarts 
of the blood, called ·the .animal Jpirits, which by; 
their continual aJcent to the brain, p.ut the fibres 
in pfa y. Do you take it;, lady Violent? ; 

Lady Yiolent. I do I\1-rs . .Affable. The brain is• 
.the paper, :the fibres are tJie pens, the .animal fpi'! 
.rits.. .a fort of fingers .to._g:uipe ·th~ pens. : 

Mrs . ..11.ffable. Tell me my dear; co:uld you 
w.rite upon blotcin_g _paper; 

Lady 
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, Lady- Violent. I have done it fometimes, but 
what { wrote was not legible; the letters were 
quite fpread out, as large as my finger, without 
any ihape, or figure of a letter. 

Mrs. Affable. Do you know the reafon ? 
J\1ils Bella. The paper was too thin. 
Mrs. ./1 .ffuhle. flefides that, there is not fize 

enough to give it. fi:rength. I muO: ask another 
queO:ioJ}. Could you write with a hair? 

J\tlifs Sophy. No, tliat is too weak. 
: Mrs. Affahle. Well ladies ! a child's brain is 

e7'tremely foft, and by confequence, very like 
blotting paper; it cannot bear any legible cha­
raaer; what is written, is no more than a bfot. 
You_ may as foon write upon water. And more­
over the fibres are, fo weak that yuu might as well 
pretend to write with a hair. The foul, in the 
ihfancy of the body, unprovided with meam t-o 

iet ~own the ideas, fo as they may be retained, 
cannot read them in the memory; and as m a ny 
ideas muO: be compared to form rational judg­
ments and defires, we may conclude, th at 
the foul cannot form any judgment. As the 
brain grows harder, thoughts are written do\v n, 
th ey are read, compared, the foul proceeds to a: 
r efoJurion, and aas confequencly to it, and con­
tinues in the fame way, till old age has quite 
liardened the brain, and the fibres are grown fo 
ftiff, that they cannot be of farther ufe, by which 
Gne is reduced to another infan~y. 
~ Lady Lucy. I now perceive how it may happen , 
tbat men whole fouls are alike, have quite dif­
(e re'nt geniu!fes. That depend s on a foft or hard 
b.r?,in, the .flexibility of the fibres, and the quan• 
ti ty of animal 1pirit~, which the blood fends to 
the brain . 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Ajfable. Yes, my dear, fr0m thence 

comes alfo the difference between men and wo-· 
men· but we mufl: ·leave this for our next le!fon 
with' feveral important matters relative to this 
fubjecl:, to fa;y •fometh~.g of Cyru;. That con• 
cerns you, Lady Witty. 

Lady Wifty. Cyrtt1 'being come into Med.ia, at 
the h·ead of the frrces, which he brought to his 
uncle's allifl:ance, found Cyaxare1 in a very per­
plexed fituation. The king his father and pre­
dece!for had ob1i_ged the king of Armen-ia to be 
.his tributary -; and it looked, as if the Armenian 
propofed to take advantage of the war, that was 
coming upon the Medrs, as a favourable occa­
:fion to fhake off the burthen. Cyru1, after taking 
a'U proper meafures to be informed of tbe fl:ate of 
affairs in Armenia, foun_d his uncle's fufpicions 
were too well grounded, and promifed to extri­
·.cate him in t4efe critical circumfl:ances. 

The kindom of Armenia was contiguous to 
Media; Cyru; hunted frequently u.pon the borders, 
and the chace very often brought him into that 
neighbouring kingdom.. The Armeniam grew ac­
cufiomed to fee him 1:1pon their frontiers, with­
out any fufpicion. 

But one day be took a confiderable body of 
·troops wicb him infiead of hunters, an·ct was 
very near the lcing of Armenia, when that _prince 
had noti-ce, that he had no time to loie, if he 
meant to fave himfelf by flight. Immediately he 
fenc off his queen, his daughters, with all the ' 
treafures, and ordered them to retire into the 
narrow paffes of the mountains, where .a .fmall 
number fofficed to ma1<:e head againfl: a greater. ' 
C:rrus, who.thought of all things,andforefaw, that 
the king of Armenia would take this fiep, had fenc ' 
off troops ro po!fefs rl1emfelves of the ~ailes v, bere 

Vet. IV. - :B they 



' ,2·6 'l he Young. Ladu.,s Magazinf, 
' 

•thty took all the family,, . and the treafures of d1is 
unhappy prince. 

This- fad accident had not y.et come to his 
knowledge; and having g_o_t .together all the for­
ces he could, he placed them upon ,an eminence., 
.to attempt fomething of a defence ; but feeing he 
was inveited on all .!ides, he was neceilitated to fob­
rnit to ~he viB:or's ctifcretion; and thus .CJ•rra, by 
his pi:ud~nce, began and ended the wa-r, . the fame 
day. -

The prince of the Perjians afi'emblea together 
the principal officers of both armies, and the . 
carriages, where the _princeiles rode, were alfo 
broug11 t very near the place. In the prefence of 
_tpis .numerous ~~embly, -C)'rus fpoke to the king, 
his .prifoner,, J have, faid he, fame qµefi'ions to 
_ask you, and I hope you will anfwer me with 
truth., for if an untru.th is odious in a man, 
.it .is frill more infamous in a great perfonage, 
and -in ~ ·king, and nrnfl difhonour him for ever. 
Now ,tell me, why you would no.t pay the tri .. 
_bute .im pofed u_po.p you by Ajlyages ? 

The king_ of Armenia made this .anfwer, be­
caufe, faid .... he, I de.fired to leave my kingdom 
free to my fon, as 1 received it from my father. 
The _thought, faid Cy_rus, is noble and worthy of 
a prince, ,vho bas made no. promife ; and it be­
c~me you to think fo, before you was overcome 
_by my grandfath~r. You know, that he conquer­
ed your ,kingdom, and only .refiored ir to you, on 
,c'onditiori of paying the tribute he reg_uired. Had 
you giv.en Jl · province to any perfon, on certain 
.condition~ ,agreed' to mutually, what would you 
,do to h~m., if he did,not perform the articles ? 

I ki:iow, faid he, that I ihall prono.unce fentence . 
;againfr myfe1f; burl hav,e promifed not, to depart 
,from_ truth, and whatever it cofl me, I will fpeak 
i,c out ; ,I would put that man- to dea.th. The 

pnu .. 
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princeffes, who were -there in their coaches, hear• 
.mg the king , broke out in to as loud cries, as if 
they had feen the king that moment brought to' 
.the fcaffold. He had a fon~ na"med Tigranes, 
whom C)rtt-s ha<l known in his youth. He came 
up co· Cy-,,u'f, and, being -allowed co fpeak, de­
livered himfelf in the following terms : 

Lord ! I will not pretend to excufo my father; 
I know he deferives to die; .but I- hope, you will 
confider, that it is much more glorious to ,pardon, 
than to opprefs an enemy you have overcome. 
What is more, your own imerefl: will be a moti,·e 
to ufe him with mercy; fince you gain by chi> 
means an ally., whofe attachment to you will be 

.a-greater advantage, than it has formerly b,een. 
I don'r a.t all underfrand that, faid- (b•rus. How 
will you perfuade me, that yoUi' father's friend-' 
fhip -w-ill be more beneficial·after, than before his 
revolt? I will ihew it, faid Tigranes. What is a 
king that has never- mer with adverfity? Gene­
tally fpeaking·, a man without wifdom, or pru­
dence, and ' tyrannized by his ,paffions. Adver­
.fity is the ichool of prin.ces; here- they learn, 
that they are no more· than men, a-s the meanefr 
of their fubjc<~h are. My father ha-s bad a .fuJ.l 
leifon from that wife miflrefs,; and your ally is 
.become both wife and prudent. I would knov:,., 
what ally can be more valua-b1e? And more than 
that, wha-t may not be expeB:ed in return, from a 
graceful and g~nerous heart, from one that will 
owe you every thing·, you leave in his pofief-
fion ? · 

I yield, faid Cyrus, T grant you life, and leave· 
you you-r kingdom \ But what ranfom is my un­
cle to have' for your family; ? 

B z Ah' • 



28. Tbe Young Ladies Magazin-t, .: 
Ah ! cried out the king in an extafy of grati;· 

tude, what can I give him? All I have is hi-s 
and yours. I am . content, faid Cyrus, with this 
declaration. You cenfefs, that you owe my un-• 
de more, than you can ever pay ; and therefore 
y.o-u w_ill be the mofi: UT,Jgrateful of men, if ever­
you ce.afe to be in his incerefi:. In his name, I ­
re_fl:01;e your family to _you, and the only penalty __ 
I 1mpofe, !ball be an rncreafe of the tribute for- ­
rnerly paid ; the only article, that !ball remind you 
of your fault. Now rhat we look upon each other 
qS friends, pleafe to eonfider with yourfelf, what 
you can do for us in .the war, that we are fhortly• 
to have upon our hands. 

The king of Armenia, promifed auxiliary forces . 
to C~ru1, and, for the prefent, offered large fums 
of money, which the young prince accepted, 
o_nly by w~y of loan, and which afterwards, 
he aB:ually rep:;iid. 

Tbe princefs, wife to prince Tigranes, was a­
mong the prifoners. They had not been long 
married, and he lov,ed her intirely. Cyru1 [mil- · 
ing, asked :Tigra_ne1, what he would give to re­
deem the princefs ? A thoufand lives, if I ha~ , 
them, 'Tigrane1 a.nf wered with great fprightli­
nefs. The purchafe would cofi: me too much, 
Cyru1 replied ; I fhould lofe a friend, upon which 
l chute co let you have her again for nothing. 

Then Cyrus ordered the large tables, which 
were prepared by his orders, to be covered ; he 
gaye .a grand entertainment to the royal family 
.and the officers, after which he re-conduB:ed · 
th.em ; 1.1pon the road he fpoke to 'Tig,·anes ; what 
is become, faid he, of your governor? · I knew 
him in my fi.rfi journey ; and I toGk him for -a 
man of great worth. Alas ! 'Tigranes fighed and 
,a.nf w,ered, fl<1--tterers found means to mifrepre-. font 
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fent him to my father ; innocent aEtions were 
confhued into crimes; he was condemned and 
put to death. A few hours before the execution, 
he recommended to me mofl earnefl:ly, ne\''.:' r to 

depart from the duty, I was bound to pay to my 
father. Excellent man ! Cyru1 cried our,. re~ 
member his worthy leffons ; parcic'ularly, nevei:· 
forget the Jafr. 

Cyrus took ]eave of the king of Armen/a, and 
left him · charmed with his prudence, and orb er 
iliining qualities, fo that the Perfian priace, w as 
i:he common fubjetl: of converfation at the Ar­
menian court. The princefs Tigrands fpoufe was 
the only perfon, tha t made no mention of the 
genero us con_queror. The prince took notice of 
her filence in this refpeff~ and a sked rhe reafon: 
What wouJcl you have me fay of him ? I neve r 
looked at the prince: How can that lie _? 1'igra1Jrs 
replied, you ipent fev eral hours in his company. 
What tock ·up your _ though.ts ? He, ihe readi ly 
~nf wered, that. faid he would freely Jay down a 
thoufand lives for ine, if he had them. 

1\1rs. Affable . A rare example, but feldom fol­
lowed by the fine modern· young lad.ies ! You a re 
fore to be informed very exaEtly ·of the perfons 
of all young gentlemen ; and tbough they may 
have feen them but once in their lives, the det:. 
criprion will be fo accurate, that not a feature 
fball he miffed. Th1s is not a little contrary to 
that modefty, which ought to' be the finefr orna-· 
ment of the fair fex. 

Mifs Rural. I admire the artful turn, ufed by 
1'igranes, to difpofe Cyrus, and engage him to fpare 
His father. He does not plead the· kina his father's 
innocence ; he does not offer eve'n ~o extenuate 
the fault; this might have provoked the young 
·conqueror -; he owns · the guiJt, for he is per-

ll 3 fua<led 
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fuaded, that a reafonable perfoa is much fooner appealed, when the offender fays, I am in the wrong. 

J\1rs. Affable. l\1i[s Rural's reflefcion is aclmir­c;1.b]e. 1J a . .eerfon is di1pJeafed with you, as being. _perfuaded, that you ha.ve done am.ifs, guilty or not guil,ry, you mufl: take care of contradicl:ina ; r-his would only heighten the di1pJeafore i;to downright fory. Lail year, I· was with a lady,. ,v ho bad bee.n ferved fo . many ill turns, that fhe loH· a]J patience,. and vowed fhe would be re­venged. A ienfiL,Je man, but \~~b.G> had forg.ot to bring common fenfe ah1road with him chat rime., 
1,111d nook to d,e~onfirare, chat the · Jady was in the wrong to put herielfin a p.afi,ion, and, that the refoJucion, fl1.e had taken to -hie revenged, was not ro be m;iinrai-ned. This unfeafonabJe remon­frrance threw her if,lto an extravagant rage. Sbe f wore; that foe would fooner burn the hcufe, and fhtb her -cnem y to che heart; fhe was a]mofl: c·hoa_ked wirh paflion, and going into convulfions • .Thatinftant, c;omes in another perfon,and inquires· into the quarrel, and very calmly pronounces, that there was no beari11g fuch an injury; in ~ WM::! , he efpoufes all the refenrment of the FO­yoked lady. ,As he took her part, the pailion bcg<1. n to fubfide, .fhe gre~v calmer, and at lafr was perfectly fo. What, fays the gentleman? You ~re qujre appeafed ; have you forgot, that we , ha ve a houfe to burn down to the ground, and t he lad )' your enemy to be run through the heart? 1 woul :l. n or bate an inch of either. The 1?dy, hre-ly fo furi ous, fmil ed, and my gentleman, wi th his ill-timed reafoning, ,i,,as taught, that a tor-. r ent is not co !Je opp0led, but a way made for it to 1,afa, un leis one de fire to raiie the f well higher, which. at laft will .overflow, with the 

moil: 
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1110ft dreadful confequences. Lady Senfih/e pJeafe, 

·r-o go on wit'h America. 
Lady S, nfible. Though Canada is but a finall 

province, yet under that name is comprehended 

all that country, which is bounded to the fouth, 

by Ne•w England, and Louifiana ; but they fay, 
that -there is a very great contention between the 

E11glijh, and the French, both . na-tions pretending 

to a property; in that part of the· cbunr;ry ; God 

ferid them to agree. 1\tfrs. Affable tells us, we 

are not qua'lified to judge of the merits of the 

caufe, fo as an E,1gli.jh woman I content ·m yfelf, 

with wifhing England well. The principal to wns 

a-re Q_qebtc ,;.:-, M.(JJI/real and :IroiJ 1·ir!Jiere1. There 

are, beftcdes, a great many forts. 
The capita l river St. lr,F.»rence, is -an hundred 

a•nd · fifty miles over, where ic opens into rhe fea, 

and in feveral plales is above three miles in 

br-eadth. The navigation is very dangerous, on 

account of fo many rocks that are found there . 

There are grea t falls in the river, which the 

Fr-encl?, caH Saults, to exprefs the fall of the river, 

from a rock. The two greatefi: falls, or Sau!t1, 

are thofe of N✓-agara and Sr. Loui1. Imagine, la­
dies, a rock two miles in )ength, that of Niagara 

is fuch. Well! the whole river falls from the 

top of this prod1gious high rock, and in the fall 
forms a iheer of water, that makes a frightful 

noife, and is hea rd many miles off. 
Lady Louifa . How can they go up this river ? 

There is no JikeJihood of any iliips coming up. 

Mrs. Affable. Large ihips go · no farther than 

f0!ebec; to come up to Montreal, they have ve(­
fe.Is of a different fabric. They only ufc canoes 

to get up higher. 

', • Taken laft yoar by the Englijh. 

B4 Lad 



Lady Mary_. I don't kr-1ow what a canoe is. . M rs. Affable. Some canoes are made of the bark ~f trees, H:icched together very dextrouf1y with a fo rt of thread, made of the fa-me bark. Th~ ~argeft w ill hold eight m en. The fa.vages are very expen and adroit, in condu~ ing their canoes among the rocks, and when they come to difficult 1-aHe~,. they put . the canoe upon their heads, and carry it by land, t ill they can find an eafier wa­ter-pa:ffage. Thefe places, are called carrying pla ces. Pray, lady Stnfihle, give us the names of t he chief fa vage nations, that inhabit the coun-- t ry . 
. Lady Senjible. They are the Hurons,Algonquins, I, o­p 1e, 1/lir.ois, the Outa(tua is, .Ajjinipoils, Sioux, and ~ any mor-e. 

Lady V iolent. Does -corn and other things grow in the country ? . 
1\,frs . ./1/fab!e-. ¥es; , liNce Eu-ropean-s have fettled there ; before that, · the fa vages never took any pains to till the ground. 
Miis Bella. °"'' hat did tltey Ii ve on, if they had n_eicher corn nor pulfe ? 
:Mrs. Affable, They lived on what they got by hunrin rr and fifhina ." The country is full of moun-::> ::, rains, and lakes., which provided tbem abundantly w ith victuals. The favages , in. thofe par-rs, are gn~a t gluttons, and very temperate, according as . t hey find their provifions, great or little. People,., tha t pafs moit of their time in hunting, mufl: be u ied co fa{l, 

l\1i[s Afoll)'. Papa hunts very often ; he either comes ho me to dinner , or eatables . are carried: oµc for him. Wh.y can't the .favages do the fa me ? 
~ 

l\irs. 
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' J\,I~s . .Ajfahle. Their hunting and ours is very 
· different . Fleafe to confider, my dear, that rhc 
whole country is almolr, one may· fay, ~n i c -

. menfe and continued fore ft. In forne places you 
meet with woods, niri-e-hundre<l, _: twelve hund red 
miles in Jeno-th. The fa va:ges · mee,t here, in 
bands or · cori1panies, ro plan and concert their 
fcbe1.r1es, · fo-r· h undng about the· beginning of Oc -
tober. Formerly they had· on 1 / bows 2nd ar­

-rows, now they have fofees or light guns. All 
·rheir proviiions ·are powder ·and :fhot, and every 
one carries on his back a bag of Jndi~n wb eat 
flower. This is all for a hunt of three months 
-at leafi. , 

· Ivlifs Sophy. But how can they fobli!1: fo long 
with that fma-Jl quantity of flower? Where do 
'they lie in . thofe vaft forefts ? Have they Ji O 

change of cloths, when they happen to be in 
· the rain, at leafi a few fhirts ?· · 

Mrs, Ajfahle. ·I will anf wer your quefi-ions iR 
order. They. :fhcot fe\'._eral heaih in the forefl' , 
'tliey- flea them to carry off rhe forr., ;rnd drey eat 
t he ·fleih. Sometih1es ten nieri •will eat a·s- much 
in a day, as woul~ forve fifty here : The flower 
is kept to have recourfe to, ·when they have had 
no luclt, and killed nothing. In thefe ocrafion·s, 
they rake a handful of flower, • which they reni­
per with ·· a little water; and - that is t:-ieir wlf~i~­
and· only me~l for the day. At n:ghr, as they 
have . wood n: plenr·y, they· ma-ke a 1~ rge fire 
a:1:d he about it. Others foon ~ a.½e up a hut 
w1th b_oughs of trees. _ ·Lafily, others' mak~ deep 
holes rn the· fnow, and fleep there . Ir is' fa id 
that it keeps them _very w·arm. · · When' t!1ei; 
cloths are ·wet, they dry them by "th'e large ·:fif{~ 
they have kindled. Their !hires th ey - d1a'.r.ge 
very., feldcrn, . and comnwnly wear t hem, ti]l 

B 5 . tbc.::y 
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they drop off piece-meal. If you give them a c lean fhirr, they put it over the foul one; and fome have four or five on, in this manner. 

LLy Lo~ifa. Nafiy people! they are not very near, I thir.k. At lean-, one cannot.fay, that they ba \·e any var.icy_ in their drefs. 
Mrs . .rljfc1hle. I mufl: beg your · pardon, my d~ar, t~H:~' tbey may- n ot be Y~in in dre1~-: rhey ­h .;,ve a great lhare oLvanity ; and, to let them­fo l v-. s off, - they colo1,1r and paint their bodies a_ni faces. A coniiderable ornament, they de­

li~ht in, is to have the figure of a large ferpent d ra vm on their faces,; , this, they think, makes 
thetn rcrril-Je to their enemies: Some paint with red lead, others employ other colours, but thofe, 'who defire t-he paint to Jafi, ufe - this method. 

They make fcratches with the point of a pin)} and draw the defign, by tearing the skin; · then they put ·gun powckr into the lines drawn ~y the J?.in, fet:: the powder on fire; a.nd the fig-µre re~ ri; ains for life. · 
Lady Charlotte. Surely they mufi be poifeifed with an evil fpirit to put themfelves knowiJ:1gJy 

tQ this torture. 
Mrs. Affable. ¥ ou may: e'en put to the number · d1e fine ],;dies, that pi~ch rhemfolves up ·; prodi­

giou{]y in their fiays, for a :fi-,ne ihape, and tho!e, who raife plenty of corns by forcing on a little il10~, to ·be thought mifhefies qf a nice, pretty, little foot; · thofe that h~ ve their head of hair 
p.Jucked' for fhree whole hours, by a frifeur, that ~r~ io dange:r ::i_ll that t~me of having their ears burnt, and cann0t take thdr nat1,1ral refi for the papers, to \vhich their curis are confined. Pray, 
wherei11 are ow ladies 'le[s extravagant than the ti:. vages? 

lady 

I 
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Lady L:mifa : This is very finguiar. I was 
firuck with the extra vagancy of thefe naticns 
without ever obferving, that . miA.e is greater; 
for, in fine, they, the lafi- at 1eafi-, paint once for 
life; and the trouble, I fobmit to, comes every 
d.ay. Do the favag~ women paint or dawb them­
felves? 

Mrs. Ajfahle. No, but they have a fort of orna­
mental dreis. I have feen a petticoat, foch as 
they. wear on their great folemnicies or fefi-ivaJs. 
It~had the appearance of a leather fack; --- wich- ·­
ouc any plait, and adorned with a fringe at the 
bottom,,. ma.de up of feveral litc!P. cafes not un­

like the fhape of a bell. This is the rattle, whid1 
is found in the ferpent''.:i train, who takes from • 
it the name of the Rattle-Snakf . 

. Lady Louifa. I dflre·venture a wager, that the 
p_oor wretches are as·proud-, of chat g.arb, as I 
~m of gold~fiuffs and diamonds. · 

Mrs. Ajfah!e. To be fore, Mada·m,, drc:s is al-
together fancy. · · 

Lady 1'.1ary. I. underfi:and very we11,- that the .. _ 
fa vages were forc~d to undergo the trouble of 
thofe terrible hunts before the Europeans caught 
them tillage; but what need of fuch pains 
now;> Nould it nGt be eafier for them to live 
1i1ke ~ur farmers ? 

l\frs ;-, .Affable. To be fore;· my dear, the Euro­
P.~ans w·ouJ.d not let them have the neceffary im­
plements and ocher things to that purpofe for 
~othing ; t0 come at them, they_ fell the skins 
of wild . be~fl:s they _have killed. This obliges 
them to .. continue hunting. llut the Tanadiar.is 
are moreover very lazy; they take prodigious ~ 

p.ains, for a quarter of a year, to idle a via y rhe 
r~ft. ._They_ would live indepen:fant and are 

D- 6 happy, 
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happy, when- under" no oblicracion co any per ... i- D on whatevel, 

Lady Louifa. Here they are quite in the ricrht. I think chat perfon, who wams to no body: is perfcaJ y bappy. 
-Mrs. Ajfa6!e. ·Thar- mu(l- 6€ ·difcuifed fame: other time; co day it is too late. 

Lady. Lou ISA. -

A, T our 1afr meerlng; you was pleafed to fay, Mrs. Affable, thar·=you would examine' in ~o the propofition I advanced. I have often · rnought on it -fince. libercy-of all ·good things is - the. mofr precious, and the perfon~- who wanes ; none of thofe things that are a-bout him, has: iJ? my mind the mofr · liberty. 
· Mrs: Affable. Yes, out, in fome meafure, like ' . the Lacedemonians .. Their commonweah'h was all the · world to chem; There they found · all they wanted _; to the refr of the world they were~ extremely indifferent; and the ruin of it would b~ve given them _ very little concern, as they took' n_o intereft in irs prefervation and· fafety • 
. Lady louifa. Did their fj)irit ?f independance ~ake chem void of-all fellow-feeling and hu- · ~1;nity? 
: Mrs . .djfah!e. I think fo, at leafr; and I am ip.i.imately perfoaded~ that rhe continual want we· .are irf of each other gives birth to a rhoufan:l '\'ir~ " ·'.?s --artdi among others, to humanity. 

Lady 
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Lady Louifa. But we are real Daves to thofe we nope for any thing from. But as I have fairl be­fore, l efieem libe~ty as the befr of good things. In this ca[e, we exchange our liberty, a valuable treafure for conveniences and fancies, which, rho' fhiall · advantages, a re trifles in the main. I~ it not as clear- as the clay, that the exchange is to great difadvantage? .· · Mrs. Affable. Lady D;uifa gro\\•'S a formidable ~dverfary; fbe lays down principles, and ded uces confequences. But Come endeavours mufl: be ufed to contradict: her argum~nt. In Ill)' way of thinking, dear lady, we ihould have begun with a frue definition of liberty, orherwifo you may. m_ean one thing, and I another When a difpuceL is emered upon, we·•mu'fi firfi agree about terms,. and unclerfi-and ead1 ocher . 

. · ·Mifs Bella. What makes you thi_nk, lady Louifa. has. a mind to di(pute ? J..ncdeed..l- take her . to be ioa well bred to do fo. . , Mrs. Ajfahle. That is ju.ff wliat I was faying,,. iny dear; it is of.the greatefi confequence to u1_~­derfi-and the _meaning .of terms~ - For example, . to difpute and to · gparre1 ·are very_ different. To-· difpuce, is to maintain a different opinion from ~he perfon's ·we f peak· to, there's no ha.rm in _it,;:• you know very welf,- .tha t we are to take no ones word, that we mufi examine his reafons, _and we.. fiave right to give ours. _This-we caJl d_iiputing,._ . and when it is done with ternptfr, modeffy, an<:L good manners, it is fo far •from any, harm, tbac: it is a diverlion, and a paftiµ1e. But if infiead of; a lledging reafons, they grow hot, and break o~~ fo'to hard words, chis is called quarrell!ng1 ~~-g never done or allowe"d hy well bred ·rerfons. I will put fome quefi-ions to ycu, lady Lr;uifa, which you ' will _be plea~ed to anf\v er . 
Does 
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Does liberty confi~l: in doing all the evil aaions 
that may come into one's he::ld? 

Lady louifa. Some may think fo, but that is 
not the liberty I mean, and which I look upon to 
be fo precious. The ocher would be no lofs, J . 
think, on the contrary_, it -would be -happy to be 

• without it. 
Mrs. A..ffable. May-it confifl: in going to refl:, or-· 

.-. riling foooer or later., or putting on _a green or, 
. blue filk, or in-a thoufand fuch things? 

Lady Louifa . -There is fomething agreeable in 
that, and it pleafes, to he at difrretion, to chufe 
according to fancy and· humour. But it is too ' 
much of a trifle, to be the foundation of happi- · 
nefs, or the contrary, for a rational perfon. 
·. Mrs. Affable; Pray_, tell us th,w, . what you -

niean by ·liberty ? 
Lady _ louifa. I cannot fay, that I'know it ·vety _ 

v.teli myfelf; but I will give you the opinion of 
1nen in that refpe8:. The Romans, to give an in- ­
fiance, were free, and -.::njo'yed liberty, whilft the · 
common-wealth continued, ·a-nd lofi it under Ju- ­
lius Cafar. 

Mrs. Affable-. Very well! A nation enjoys -Ji- · 
berry, when it is not governed by an abfoluce 
niafrer. I fiick to· the example of the Romans; 
but, l mu.fr tell you -beforehand, it will rum out 
9~ite contrary to your expe8:ation, ancl, upon a 
clofer examination, you will fiI)d, that the Roman• 
common-wealth, ihfte_ad of being the center of 
liberty, was the feat of defpotifm, and tyranny. 
I with we could go immediacel'y upQJl the proof 
of ~his ; b~t as the yo:unger ladies are not ac­
quainted with the Roman Hillary, they would not 
underfrana half .of what is faid . 

Mifs 
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., -Mifs Bella : But, if you woul<l teach us the Ra­man FlifiorJ', we might. 

Mrs. Affable. Bue how can we undertake more, fince we have f.o much work upon our hf:l.nds, really, already more than we can do? Lady f//itty . There is a way to reconcile all this. In the afternoon, we \viii repeat the ftories out of the fcri ptu:-es and :lncient hiftory, with fome little diverting tales from time to time, and a little na tural r, hilofopb r, when you pleafe. In the morning leJFJn , t he Raman Hi.flo,y !hall take place , and this will teach us to difcourfe confe­quently . Does not the art of dicourfing belong t"o natural philolophy ? 
1\1rs. Ajfahle. No, but to Logic a part of ph11o- · fophy, though indeed natural reafon is the ground~ -­work, witho11t which all rules and methods 1VOu1d be une:ffeErual. I accept the plan you pro­pp{e ; but I m-ufr once more tel1 you, it is too ' extended, and takes in too much work. -. Lady Violent. Your lefions need only Le longer.- . You fee Mrs. Affable, you ha ve won your wager; ; you mig.ht keep me here all day, and I ihould never be tired. I only could with the Jeffon . fonger; I have fo many th wigs to learn, that I don't think I .ihall know half of them, when I ~ am twenty. 

Mrs. Affable. I have nQthing to object. L'ady · Srnfible, give us the hifiory in. !hort of the foun• dation of Rome. 
Lady Senfible. It · i~ !aid, that .£11eas, a Trqja,z · prince, landed in lati11m, a part of_ Italy inhabited hy the Latins, and married _ La<Vinia the daughter of their king- Afcani14s focceeded to his father ./Enea1, and was followed by fevend kings of the fame race. One of them left two fons, A1ti11lius and Numilo1; ; the firft, afcer he. had dethroned 

his 
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is e 1 d er brother Numitor, confined his daughter, 
and made her a veih I, one of the prieftefies of 
Yejla, who, by the inilirntion, were to continue 
thirty y€ars in the fervice of the goddefs, before 
they could marry. -Rhea Syl'Via, fo - Numitor's 
daughter was-named, wculd not wait fo loncr, ibe 
had two fans ac- a birch; who were ordere(.l°to be.­
thrown iMb t he 'lj ber by AmuliuJ; a fhepherd ' 
found them in a trough left on dry land by the­
w aters of the 'Fyber rerirecf, after the flood, to 
the bed.of the river, and brought them up. '\,Vhe.n 
t-hey were grown men, rhey ·flew their great­
u_nkle Amulius, and. re-inftated their grand-father 
N11mitor on his throne. After tbis, -· they fet about ' 
building a town~ near.the place, .where they were 
dikovered by- the fhepherd. The two brothers-' 
Ramu./uJ. and Remus quarrelling about fome thing 
that related to the riew towr1, • Romu/uJ killed his 
brorh.er R.emus and gave the new-built city the 
name oI Rome . 

. Lady Mary. But Mrs. Affable, who helped Ro-
mu-/us to build .. that city: · · 
, Mrs • .Affable. Same fay, · three -hundred -fhep-

herds, who were the fi.tfr-in-hal>.itants ; · 
Mifs Bella. This was more a viIJage, than a 

town; I had quite another idea of Rome, and 
thought it extremely large. We have a hiO:ory- ' 
p.iece- at home,- that reprefents the rape ·of the 
Sabine;. R ·onte appears wjch nol,'le gates and irately · 
houfes. 
• ·Mrs . ..A:ff'able. · Your· painter was a blockhead, • 

and very ig.norant .in the Rcntan Hiflo•y ; Rome, in • 
the beginning, wa:s-· neither, magnificent nor po"'. 
pulous. · ln'deed -in did riot ·c6ntir: ue long in that 
ftat.e, and Romulus foond means to increafe the-­
people, Lady Senfibie, tell the le.dies, ho w• h-e: 
hr-ough~ this abo.ut . . 

La dy 
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Lady Senfible. He opened an afyium, or a place -of retuge, or fan&uary in a co_n!ecrared gr~ru,, 

.and gave pub lic notice, that all perfons, who had 
Teafon to fear any profecucion, jhould be fafe .in this p lace, and preceEted by him, and his fhep­
herds. U pan this, thieves, munherers, debtors 
under apprebenfion of being confined, perfons re­
duced to indigence crowded from all parts, and 
R~mulu..r found himfe1f three thoufand and three 
hundred {hong. 
· Mifs Sophy. You mu.fl: own) he might as well 

· have made him felf chief of a band of robbers·. 
\N'hat fafety could there be in Rome, more than in a dangerous fore.fr? 
· .. }..If.rs. -/1.ffab!e. This leads us to admire Romukls 
caracity, and great endowments, who brought 
foch peo'ple under obedience to fa '. utary laws, 
which they obferved punctually. · · · Lady Lou,fa. It does not appear, that they quit­
ted their former profeffions ; -they had been 
thieves, now they are become public robbers. 
For after all, they had no right to the country­
f ound them; Numitor had only allowed Romulus­
about four miles and a half of our meafure ;.· 
con !equemly, the overplus the.y had, they frole. , 

J\frs. Affable. Be pleafed to mind what I a tn 
about to fay. All wars, and all conguefrs are not 
unjufl-. I don't find, that Romulus attacked any 
i:eighhour; he fiood upon the defenli ve ; and 
forely feJf-defence muI1: be lawful. It is alfo 
ju.ft ·to infifr on being indemnified, when a pt ince is a tracked without reafon. Romulus, would be in- ' 
demnified in land; where is the harm?, 
: -Lady Charlotte. And · pray, who maintai-oed · 

them, before they l1ad thefc lands? · 

l\frs .. 
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Mrs. AjfaMe. You ha ,;~e jufl: now been to1d,­
that Numitor gave R_omu/u; an- extent of about 
four miles and a half in land. He divided this 
land into three un~qu:il parts ; the largefr he dif­
-tributed equally ro his men, for tillage, in fuch ­
manner, tha:t aU might fubGCT: by their work. 

Lady Cha.rlottc. I eafi=Iy unde.dhrnd, how a man. 
may Ii ve by his Jabour; but how did thofe, wbo· 
.had large families, find a fubliftance for their 
children ? · 

Lady Senfible. The finr Roman1 had neirher­
~vives nor children ; they bad either never been 
ma-r.ried., Gr.had forfaken chetr· \vi ves . 

Lady Violer.- t. H o w came the ·city ·of· Rome ta 
fobfii1 To long., witho1Jt the inhabitants ·being 
married, and having chiJdren? 

· l\frs. Ajfub/e. Tbey foon provided themfelves 
with Farrners, ::i.s lady Senjible will teH you. 

Lady Senjible . Romulus obforvfog. tbat the greater · 
part of thofe, v-:ho had joined him, were un­
married, deputed embaifaclors to all the neigh--· 
bouring towns, with propofais for marrying their 
young women rn tbe inhabitants of this new­
built city. His deputies were reje8.:ed in all places; 

. the Sa6ine1 were nor fatisfied with . refofing the 
offers made j they even lnfuJced tbem, and an­
fwerecl, . rhac if Romuli11 wouJd fet up an Afilum 

for all worthlefs· women, as be had for wicked 
men, he would be foon fupplied wirh fufficienc 
numbers. R()mulus was nettled, and advertife<l a 
grand folemnity to be held in honour of Neptune, 

which was to continue three days. The inha­
bitants of all the adjacent towns flocked to the 
feafr, but particularly the Sahines. After the firfl: 
day , the Romans. invited rhe {hangers very civilly 
into the city. They entertained them handfomely, 
and l.0d!$ed them in their houfe~, and took this 

oppor .. 
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opportunity to make fome acqua_i-ntarice with the younrr women, that curiofit-y had brought to fee this fulemnity. The next day, _Ro,,iu./us gave rhe fignal agreed on ; every· Rom~m foized a young woman and. carr_iec;i her .home· ; the gates of the city were locked upon t_he fpot, and Romulw or­dered the nuptials to be celebrated, according to ihe cufi-0111. of the country. 

. Lady Lucy. Oh, .1\ifrs AffaUe ! I cannot abide that fame Romulus ; it would have been much bet­~er fo1- the pnor young women rn be flaughrered,_ _ than forced r9 ma-rry men, utter {hangers to r. t1em, and whom of courle, they could not .love . 
. Mrs. Affable. Not long ago, I was te11i:ng you,. ~hat vu:ient matches were generally happier, t:han m.arch.es hurried into by inclination. This ihews ·it; forne t_ime after, the{e young worn ea had liberty g-i ven them to leave their husbands, and to go ho1·1;1e ; two oa1ly accepted the offer; ,ind the re.fl: declared unanimoufly, they were fo , contented with the behaviour of their husbands, that, rather than part with them, they would -part with their liv.es. -Lady Lucy. The Romans mufi: have carried very handfomely to engage their atfeaions; and I don't well undedhi.nd, how fuch men, · as they are , re­p_reiented, could be fo much altered in fo ihort a. ume. 

Mrs. A.ffahle. They became orher men, as foon as they took to work, and fobmitted to the wife Jaws efi:ablifhed by Romulus. That you may have · .an idf'a of his humane dilpofition, I w:11 give you but one infl:ance. It was cu-ftomary among many heathen n:1tions to make away with weak and deformed children, as the Lacedcmonians did ; but flomulus more prudent and humane than lycurgu1, 
ditl 
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did not confent · .:to the efiablifhing of chis Jaw, 
without great repugnance, and to render it ufe­
Jeis, he ordered, that the parents of thefe unhappy 
infants fhould not lay -violent hands upon them,. 
till three years were expired, not only becaufe it 
.was poffible for them to grow in fir~ngrh, and be 
changed in other reii)ech, but alfo becaufe he­
thought it impoflible, for a father or mother to 

go to that excefs . of barbarity, as to kill. a chi Id, 
they had brought up, three years, and who had 
fhewed his· grat-irn<le to· them with his little in­
nocent careffos. But as monfrers of barbarity 
~nd cruelty are to· be found, that is, fathers and 
mothers, wf10 bate their children, Romulus, who 
was a · prince of great fore-caft, provided, that, 
before they proceeded to the execution of this 
cruel law, they ihould previouD y affemble the 
chief relations on the father's and mother's fide, 
p.-nd take their advice on this matter. 

Ladyluty, You have reconciled me to Romulus; I 
forgive the rape of ~he Sapine; on account of his-. 
kind laws, in favour of the little ch ildren . 
.. Lady Violen t. Pray tell us, what was the go­
vernment of the Romans? \Vas not Romu/u; their 
·fir!l: king ? . . 

Iv1rs. Affable. He was, my dear; he brought 
-together all the firit inhabitants of Rome, and 
,asked them what government they would chufe; 
they anfwered , the monarch ical, and appointed 
him their firfr kiflg; but yet his authority was not 
-abfolute; he had cho len a hundred men to form 
•a parliament, which they calkd the Senate- and­
which Romulu; was obliged to confoit in matters 
·of importance. The people alfo had authorir-y 
to decide in fome particular affairs. 

Lady 
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-'Lady LouiJa; That is my favorite government. A king, whofe authority is limited by the authority" . ·of his parliament and of his people. _ Mrs. A.ffah!e. This is very 'right, in an eleS:ive \ingdom, but very dangerous, and not proper, as I think, in heJ'.'edirary kingdoms. · Mi[s Rural. 'Tis happy, t~at you have not obliged us to depend altogether upon your opi­nion. I can never come into yours, in this ref­pecr. Arbitrary power, and too much liberty are my a vedion. A mean between the two, is what I l:ke, and what, I think, appears in the primitive government of Rome. 
'Mrs. Affable. I join with you in the love of liberty, equal1 y removed from arbitrary power, . and licentioufnefs; liberty is my idol, I own; and ·that makes me fonder of a monarchical govern­ment. This may feem extravagant; I don't yet infill: upon your believing ic, but only beg, dut . you will fufpend your judgment, till the fequel of . the Roman Hijlory .decitle, whether I am right or wrong. Go o-a wi"ch it, lady Senjible, if you p1eafe. 

· Lady SenfiMe. The Sahines fpent two whole . years in preparations, to be revenged of the Ro- . mans, as moil: of the young women, carried off by the Roman1, were of that country. They drew near Rome, to form the liege of that place. The citadel was built upon a vaft rock ; :Tarpeius the governor of the citadel had a daughter called _ :Tarpeia. The unhappy creature was · very fond of gold, and, as the Sahine foldiers wore brace­lets that refembied fhis rich metal, fhe longed for them. · Upon this, fhe fent word to Tatius , their king, that fhe wou]d deliver the gate to them, if they would give her the fine things 
they 
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they wore on their left a-rms, £or .. ilie -. did not 
know they were called' br.acelets. 
-. 1'atiu1 promiied'upon oath, ilie ffi.ould have the. 

things they wore on their ar.ms- without farther 
explication ; buc· when the gate was opened for 
t1.re Sabin,n, they threw their bucklers upon her, 
under which ilie was iinothered and buried. !Aean 
time, the Rbma·ns being awaked ran to arms, and, 
the engagerne.nt was fo furiou s, that there wa.s 
_great reafon to· foar, it would end in the total 
de{hutl-ion of the combatants on each fide. But 
the Sabini women coula. not bear the fight of their 
husbands i1aughtered by their fathers and bro­
ther., , they too.k their ]_ittle childrc'n in their a rms, 
and threw themfel ves d'ifheveled' Get ween t he t wg 
.mm-ies , which· oBiig_e·d the parties, to whom they 
were equally dear, to lay down their arms. Here 
diey aft.ured rheir relations, th ey were fo welf 
fati fied with their hu sband.s, that they would lay 
..abw n their own Ii ves, before th ey would foffer 
any attempt to be made upon theirs, and by this 
means brought chem to give their confent to a 
peace. I,t'was agreed, that for tlie future the Sa• 
,/Jines, and the Roman1, iliould be one and the fame 
people, and that 1'atiu1 iliould reign jointly with 
Romulus. 
· IVH(s Bella. You faid, not long fi.nce, that wo­

m en were not fo courageous ~s men ; but you fee 
bere, that the Sabine1 expofed their lives, fiepping 
in among Co many fornrds, aud running the ha. 
zard cf being wounded or killed. 

-Lady Lucy. Thi~ reminds me of your promife 
to give us proofs from natural philofophy of the 
fuperiority of men a hove women, which you have 
not yet done. 

Mrs ... 
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Mrs. Ajfahle. I never faid men were fuperior 

to women, but that the Jaft were not fo ilrong and courageous as the former. Now ftrengrh, .courage and· valour are not good qualities. 
IV1Hs Sophy. l'fldeed., Mrs . .Affable, your way of 

thinking is very odd in frveral particulars. For jnfrance, I never heard from any one; but your­
felf., that frrengrh, %'alour and courage were not _good qualities. 

Mrs. A jfah'le. To determine, whether :r, or others 
judge right, the different opinions mufi- be exami­
ned, and I promife to give up my way of think­ing, as foon as it is made clear, that I am mif­
taken. Lady Louifa, who do you think, was the more courageous of the two, CyruJ or the High-, 
way-man, that fuffered yefi:erday ? 

Lady Louifa. There is no com parifon; Cyrus to be fore. 
Mrs. Affable. I !ha.II not depart from the me­

thod I have ufed; it is a troublefome, but a fore one. I mu CT: have nothing under definitions. Wha-c 
is. meant by courage ? 

Lady Louifa. A man is faid to be a man of cou­rage, when he expofes himfolf without fear, to the greatell- dangers; hence I fay, that courage is , 
.a .contempt of danger, and of all that men com­
monly dread mofr, as death, torments, being def­
pifed, &c. 
· l\1rs. Affable. I CT:imd- by this definition-; and· 

will £hew from it., that rhe High-way-man has more courage, than the hero and the conqueror. Of a hundred high-way-men, fourfcore and ten, at Jeafi-, come to their end a-t the gal10\,·s; of as 
many heroes or conquerors, above half efcape the death they have dared in battle. lmmonality, 
_gl ory, honors, rewards, and now and then duty in­
,coura_ge heroes ; and che _glicrerin_g p,ro!pe& is very · · - -. well 

,. 
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well adapted to raife mortals above their natural. 

timidity . . The high-way-man, · what does he 

expea but fuame, ignominy and punifhment ? 

You muO: own, he ought to have a greater ftrenoth .. 

of min~, than the hero, becaufe he has little to h;pe 

and aU to fear. Hence courage of itfelf is · no 

c-ommendab1e quality, and is generaJI y the off­

fpring of forocity or defpair. The motives, which 

determine it to afr; are to .fix the idea, under which 

this quality is to J?e confidered. Women there­

fore are not tobeefreemed inferior to men, becaufe 

a teBderer conO:itucion of the body does not com­

monly fuffer their fouls to_ .admit the fame con- . 

tern pt .. of death and pain, as appears in · men. 

Lady Lucy. I have a quefiion to propofe • . 

Where can the connexion he between fuch a 

difpofition of the body, and courage, which is a 

quality of the foul? · 

Mrs. Affable. This may be in part owing 

to . the difference between men and women, 

I have . feen skulls of b-oth ; there is a dif­

ference in the bones, that form the skull ; and I · 
think·, that there are more futures and feams in a 

woman's than in a man's skull. 
Lady Mary. Are there feams in their skulls? 

Mrs. Affable. The head ·is compoied of feveral · 

hones, that have an edge formed like a faw or a 

-comb; they are fo nicely and exa8:Jy divided, that 

1:he ,teeth of the fa w or the fefl:oons, if you 

chl,lfe to call them fo, lock fail: in the ho11ow 

part, of the oppofite bone, and joi1J. very clofe. 

But, belides this difference, a woman's bones are 

generally lefs, and nor fo hard as m en's ; their fi­
bres are more delicate, and the brain is tenderer. 

All this contributes to their being not fo fi-rC'ng 

as. qien , but m ore fen.fible of pain, and Jefs able 

to b~ar it. Add to this, natural want of fl:rength, 
the 
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the difference of education. 1\1en, from ·their 
youth, are ufed to more violent exercifes, than 
'women, and rhe tenderer manner of their breed­
ing up contributes but too much to the weakneis 
fo remarkable in our fex. ' 

You -ask me, how the weaknefs of the body can 
influence the mind; furely you have forgot, that 

:the body is the infhumem, whereby the foul 
· comes acquainted with all exrernal things about 
us. A woman's brain, being of a tenderer and 

-fofter fubftance, receives a livelier, but a Jefs 
' durab-Ie impreffion, ·and indeed, not firm enough. 
· to be of any long fr.anding. And this accounts 
·for women, in generaJ, having meaner and -nar­
·-rower ways of thinking1 • than r11en, believing 
.dreams, being afraid of fpirits, and inclined to 

· fuperfrition; as thefe fevera1 objects make a litt~­
'Jier irnpretfion upon them, than commonly they 
do on men. 1Vbence they a.re, moreover, Jefs . .fit 
for fublirne and abfl:racl: fciences, becau[e their fi­

-- bres are too nice and delicate to bear that tenfion, 
or firetchirrg, a:nd are -in danger of breaking, if 
they are not frequently ilackened and relaxed. 

Lady Louifa, That is, in plain terms, they would 
.be in danger of going mad, if thGy followed the 
fame frudies with men; 'tis very mortifying. 

Mrs. A!fahle. Nor at all, fa<ly ! Were-you ever 
:afhamed, th~t you could not fly-? • 

Lady Lotfifa. No ; I am made by nature te 
walk, and not to fly. 

Mrs. Affable. Well ! .You are formed by 'na­
.-rure, wi:lh a capacity for agreeable fciences. 
Here ladies generally focceed better than men. 

, Believe me, my dear, the advantages are very 
equal ; and, if men have fame advantages we 

~ -have not, women hare feveral, which n .. ·tute has 
Voi.. IV. ·C noc 
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:not befi-owed upon them, and which they feldo~ 
pofleis. 

Lady Lucy. Mrs. Ajfahle, a refleaion occurs to 
_me. Bither:to I have ha,d very wrong ideas con,­
cerning feveral things, and I find they are the ef­
£ea of ignoranc~, with refpell: to the meaning of 
.w0rds, even in my own language. 

1'frs. Alfa.Me. This is too often the cafe. We 
·take in, with the la-nguage,, the prejudices of ou,r 
-teachers, and mafiers, who are ·commonly fiupid 
beyond imagination. :One would think, that pa­
rents defi.gnedly pitch upon nurfes without a grain 
.-0f common ,fenfe; t;hey a•re fucceeded by maids, 
no better than the nurfes; and he.nee it is of high 
importa,nce to weigh, and examine carefully the 
[ignification, ,and import of words, to be fore, tha_t 
they fignify- the objell:, whereof they give us an 
idea; otherwife we are expoied to continual rnif­
;takes. Now let us return to Romulus; how did 
he difiribute the inhabitants of his new city ? 

Lady Senjible. Into two clafies, .the Patricians 
,and the Pleheians, that is, the nobles, and fuch as 
were not noble. And he appointed at the fame 
time, that the Nobles only ihouJa enjoy offices, 
;1nd employs ; that is, the dignities were referved 
.to the imaller number, and the greater were pre• 
.eluded from them, for ever: · 
· 1\1rs . .Affable. How do you reconcile this with 
Ji berry, lady L_ouifa ? 

Lady Louifa. It was unjurc, but did not aff~a 
-their }jberty. Romulus obliged no one to live in 
Rome; thofe, who diiliked this infiitution, were 
free to leave the city, and to fettle eliewhere. 

Mrs . .Affabli. Very right; bu_t do you think, 
-that parents, fathers and mothers, can bind their 
pofiericy to fuch djfadvantageous terms? S'up­
pofe I was born two hundred y~ars after the 

foun. .. 

• 
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fouc.dation of Rome; my father is a Plebeian ; -I 
.muil: be fo of courfe ;_ I am qualified for the 
greateil: employs, and have not liberty co afpire 

-to them. With -all my fine talenrs, I mufr pafs 
my days ·in inglorious obfcuriry, and fee above 
me, a for of _men inferior to me in merit and ca­
pacity, who can plead no merit, but being born 
Patricians. If I am not pleafed, you tell me, I 
may go into voluntary bani!hment; the receipt is 
really incomparab4e. AH the liberty of a Ple­
•heicm, is reduced to the free choice of forfaking 
.his country, or living in a low condition, without 
.any hopes of ever feeing it mended. 

Lady Tempe.fl. This can but have very bad con­
fequences. 'Tis like two different nations fettled 
.in Rome, and whofe i.nterefts were fo much fepa­
.rated, that it was -impoffible they ihould have any 
:regard to ea_ch other. · 

Mrs. Affable. Romulus was aware of .the confe­
quence, and thought he had found proper means, 
to obviate all inconveniences by allow ing ·the P le­
beian families, the choice of a proceaor or a pa­
_tron, from among the Patricians. Thofe, who 
-chofe a patroB, were called c/iell'tJ, and they had 
-reciprocal ties to one another. 

Lady Senjible. The ladies wil1 be .pleafed to fup­
pofe, that twenty Plebian families put ·themfelves 
under .the prote\.9:ion of a Patrician. He was 
called their Patron, ·they his clients. If a client 
had an aaion at law againft :another, the patron 
was to plead the caufe, and recommend·his client 

· ,to the judges. If the client was attacked, die 
patron was to undertake his defence. If the pa- .. 
tron was engaged in a caufe himfelf, all the di­

. ents put 0n mourning, and accompanied their pa­
,tron in a body, to fhew him refpefr; if he p.nt in 

· for a~y employment, they gave him t!ieir votes 
C ~ and :J 
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. and _interefr. They were obliged to give him their 
affiflance on all occafi'ons. If the patron's hou,fe 
was burnt dow_n, they h~lped him to rebuild ir; 
if he co:uld not give his claughters fortunes, the 

. clients were .to, rai.f~ their por~ion~ among rhem-
felves~ No aEbon was ~llowed between the pa­

.· tron 'a.rid il:e ,cJ.ien.t ; no_r ~ere they fu:ffere'd· to ap­

. pear as evidence one .agarnft the orb er; that is, 

. if a patron had killed a man in pre.fence of his 
client, the adminih-rators . of jufi-ice could not 

'·compel the client to depofe againft, and 'to ac­
. cufe his patron. All thefe reipecl:ive ties between 
, patrons a~d their _c}ients _were fa.cred, a_nd _c?uld · 
not be v·10Jated without mfamy and facnlege; 

~ bur it was free for any one to kii~ wirh in1puniry 
,the pei-fon, who ha~ broke'tbrough thefe oblig~ .. 
•rions. · 

Mrs. Ajfah!e. L_adies, ,ve don't Jearn hifl-ory 
n-ie'i·ely _ for curiofity and paitime. Our principal 

' yiew ii to f6rm our. moral condufr, and .to 1etrer 
_ ciur, under~a~cting. I defire your. ~~10ughc,s _ab~~.t 
tfie means taken by RcmllluJ to unite the ·Pa;rzcz­

~-'ms . ~nd I'lebeiam. _\Vl~a~ 00 yoµ thinkl 'Iaqy 
Wirty? , 

Lady TYit~J,. I fl1tiiJd think,_ tl:at the Pleh~ilfl11S 
:were mere flaves to the Patricians ; a'nd that 

: th_,ey lofl: ·1:1ore t~rnp ~hey gpt ,by the bargairf. : 
_ La~y Lucy_. I fin~ b~t on~ [i~gle_advap!!ag~_.on 
., the Plebeians tide. The· vanity and. interef~ of me 
;}'~trtria~s conJi}l~d 'i~ ~-a~ing g~ea~ · ~rUniJers }f 
·~_ c;1e.mi:s;. t_h~ P(eb1ian: ·.baf ~ree_ 116:,erty ~o _ .ch~ofe 
. w~om diey ~plea~d. for· the~r Batrn1J.s ~- and, no 
• dD~~t, b_~.t . they)j?i~~~~cJ ,.,u;ppn rl:e per:or:i, ."'~1,b, 
_ they thougJ1t, ,ha.(!11.C?ft \~orth, W.\fh_a great iba~e 
r~Pf-, g~od11e~s ,~an:1,. f:ur;ranLty . . J rhf~ 0£ c~m,rfe 
. ~b1,ig_ed r~1e I PalriciaJti; .P ·. \h~ ·fr~ft:,se .of; tl~~fe 
· virtues in ta vour .pf..-. he P'k'lieianJ, \1-'110 :vere a1-.. ·' · ,, · mo.CT: 
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iµofr fore of meeting with a good treatment from 

their patrons, and thofe, who delired to have them 

for clients. 
Lady lVitty. That is to fay, their -Ra. very i\ 

rputual. The Plebeians, at the expence of their 

wealth and perfonal fervice, carried the protec­

tion of their patrons, who on their fide, required. 

the attachment of tµeir clients, by .their good of: 

:fices, and virtuous example. 
Lady L 1Juifa. Lady Lucj is quire right ; if th ere 

was a fort of. {hvery, it turned out to their ad­

vantage, who were under fubjeclion. 
W1rs . .A.ffahle. SJa very therefore, fubjcclion, re­

frra.int, are not always evil. The clients Jofi their._ 
ljberty, in feveral i-efpeB:s; as for example, they 

were not fre.e, to retuie affifrance to their pa­

trons. It was not in their pov,,er to plead againfl: 

t)lem, and to accufo them in a court of judica­

ture ; · and this facrifice of their liberty, this fob­

jtltion was. to their adva,ntage. Let us go on, we 

Qi~ll. find m::iny. .ffr~~r Broof of t_he truth of ~,y, 
~p1nNn, and. the falfh.9od af lad_y Louifa's, \\' h1c;l · 
I Jha}l n.qw. rerpind 'you of, . l 

A man to he /aid trudy f ree, is he that Jlands. 

in no <-uJant o/ any, thing qbo~t him. Of a/f goo~ 

things, ltf1.erty is tb.e l::ejl. · 
- You fee,. m,y dear, that the Patri6ans and Ple­

f eiani flood in mutual want of each other, and 

that a reciprocal dependance and co'nneecion pro.: 
cured. t hem_ a~saI?-tages, which. 'fere far greate~ 
than liberty. · · 

M.ifs Sophy. Lady Senjib!e faid, that the Pfe .. 
b~iqns Were _obliged; to give thdr votes to the Pa~ 
tricians, the1r patrons., when they put up for 
pfa.ces, or ~mploys. I don't very well under!land 

the meaning. 

C. 3 Mrs. 
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Mrs. Affahle. For the underfi-anding of this: 

particular, I mufr explain-a little more the na­
ture of the Roman government. Romulus, having 
called the Romans together, left them the choice 

· ()f a government. They pitched upon a mixt go­
\:ern ment; that is, they divided the fopreme au­
thority; and gave it to the king, the nobility and· 
t'!ie people; you are not ignorant, ladies, that a 
frare governed by a king,_ is a Monarchy ; a fiate 
governed by nobles, is an Arifio.cracy, and that, 
where the people rule, is· a Democracy. The three 
governmen;s fubfified at Rome. Some affairs 
were decided immediately by the king, but, in the 
far greater number, he was to adviie with the 
fenare, that is, the nobles. Lafi:Iy, other things de­
pended on the people in genera], as the choice of 
~ king, and of perfons tb dignities, and places. 
Lady Senjible, tell us how Romulus came to his 
end. 

Lady Senji/;Je. I faid, when the Romans made­
peace with the Sabinn, that the two were only to 
be one nation, and "f atiu, was to reign jointly 
with Romulus~ '1 atius was murthered about three 
years after; and Romulus, who found bis authority· 
we11 fixt, began to govern arbitrarily, without 
giving himfelf any uneafinefs about taking advice 
of the fenators. The fenat<:', highly provoked, were 
upon means to make a way with RfJmu!us, which 
could not be compaffed without great difficulty, as Romulus was the idol'of tbe peopre. It is pre­
tended, that they entered into a . confpiracy, and 
difpatched Romulus in the ienate; and to prevent 
a difcovery, they cut him into fmall pieces, which 
they ca.rried off, under their fenatorial robes. 

In the mean time, the people .were greatly un­
eafy, that R"mulus bad difappeared; great fearch 
was made in all parts, and alarmed the fenators . 

.But 
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But one of that a!fembly lighted on a means to 
frop farther inquiries. He a!fembled the Roman;, 
and Romans fa.id he look no lonaer after Romu/u;. 

' ' ' 0 I faw him fhinincr with glory; and he a{fored me 
th at 'Jupiter had t>taken him from this earth, to 
place him a.mong the gods. The people gave 
credit to this fable, and juCT: a-bout the time a 
Comet was feen, which helped the fenators to im­
pofe upon the people, whom they affured this was 
Romulus himfelf, who was pleafed to, appear in 
this new form·. 

Lady vVitty. You promifed to explain what a 
comet is, and fomething elfe, I don't well re­
member. Oh! Elec1:ricity, I am fore it was. 

Mrs . ./Jffable. That !hall be the firft meeting. 
But now fomethin·g farther we muCT: have about 
the Romans. Romulu1, being very prudent, confi­
dered by himfelf, what means were firtefl- to in­
creafe, and to perpetuate his new city. He had 
grounds to fufpefr, that the neighbouring cmes 
would be jealous, and endeavour to ruin Rome, 
which-made it neceifary to have troops for its de­
fence. That this fhould not be wanted, he de­
t-ermim:d, that every Roman fhould be a foldier, 
that is, obliged to carry arms till a certain age. 
U pan this cot1dirion, he gave every man a parcel 
of land. The R1man1, when engaged in no wa r-, 
were employed in husbandry; when they were 
attacked, they left- the plough, to take up the 
fword. This often happened, whilfr RomuluJ lived; 
and they were cortfiantly viB:orious. Their ene­
mi.es finding, that they were always worfied, 
begged for peace ; but which Romulus only grant­
ed, on condition, that they would allow him 
:fuch an extent, and traa of' land. He then 
would fpeak to the prifoners he had made during 
the war, and fay, if you are willing to ftay with 

C 4, us, 
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us, you fhall be citizens of Rome, and I will give 
each of you a patch ·of land, _rbat fhall be your 
property. The generality of the prifoners, who 
had no heing in the_ir own country, willingly ac­
cepted thefe terms ; thus, v-:henever he was in­
vaded , he acquired an increafo of dominion and 
men ; and in effect Rome was greatly increafed be­
fore the death of Romu.lus. Farewell, ladies, the 
comets il1al1 be remembered, and with them we 
will clofe the :firft 1effo.IJ.. 

D I A L O G U E XXIX. 

~,f rs. A F F A B L E. 

LA D.Y Violent. Go on- with the Book of 
1"obit. 

Lady Violent. Tobias, and his guide were to pafs 
through, a ro wn, where one Raguel lived, . a friend 
Ci)f his father Tobit. Raguel had one only daugh .. 
rer named Sarah, very beautiful, and Vflr.y rich,_ 
but withal very unhappy. She had been married 
ieven times, but all of them were killed by the 
evil fpirit the night, th~y were to have bedded. 
One day, that Sarah chi_d a fervant maid for fome 
f.mlt, the maid to be revenged, reproached her. 
with the rnurther of feven husbands. Sarah was 
fenfib1 y affii(led with the reproach; but, inftead 
of taking revenge, and conecliing her fervant, 
fhe retired to her apartment, and there, upon her 
knees, bathed in tears, ihe put up this prayer to -
God. 0 Lord i Thou knqwejl, that I ne<Ver CO'veted 
a h11jbt1-!ld, an4 ha'Ue he.pt rr.y faul clean from al/J 

con• 
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concupijcence_. If I co11/ented to take a h1tfland, I 
did f.o in -ob.edien(e to my father. .Mean "'f'hile thou 
punijhefl me- ficverdy, by leaving me expofed to the 
cruel r:eproa,he; of a jercvant. lJ it is thy cwill, that 
1 be married, fend the hufland· thr;u hojl defgned far 
me, and prottei him again ft all attar ks o.f the e-vrl 
Jtirit. · 

God heard graci-oufly the prayer of the difrref­
f~d Sa~·ah; and the angel of the Lord, who came 
wirh Tobias, we are, faid he, arrived at the towo, -
where Rqgue( lives, and I have a great defire to 
bring on a, marri,a ge bet_ween yo~ and his da_ugh­
ter, the virtt1ious, beautifµI, and v.:e1lthY. Sa1ah. 
Your father will approve of the match, for Ra­
guel i~ both a friend 1 and a rela~ion, ~nd the 
1·igh,t of inheritance appertai,neth to y~n, more 
!han to any 9t~~.r, l?'Y- mar~yin,g his dc1:ughter, aci 
cording to t:he 1a w of J,,1o.fei. I ha VE; heard, To.;. 
hiqs rep1ie1,

1 
t~at :(he h;~s !1~d fev~n husbands, all 

9f wh.or:n ~1ed m the rparnage cha111_ber, by 1).1ea~ 
of the evil fpirit. · · 

The angel anf wer~d an,d, f~id ,. they came to 
tha; end, becaufe rhey w~re not 'vw~thy c,f her. 
You mufi know, thofe who h.~ve not virn,ious 
intentio'ns _ro he qi,arri.ed.,; fol) under t~e 11q\Y.e~ 
of t~1~ dev1l. As fo,on as Sarah fhall. be your wife,_ 
you ihall l ock yourfelf up with her, in your' 

' I 1 ~r;iamcer; and Joth_ of you fhall rpend the tl~ree_ 
~rit nights in praxer, wi~hout anx _body's pri-: 
vacy. You mufr not forget burning on the coals. 
!he liver of the fi fh you killed. 

'Tohjas refolved to obey the angel's advice, and1 when he came co R aguel's, he defired his confent 
to marry his daugh ter. Raguel w.as in 5n,at con­
~ern at the pro,pofal ; he knew Tobia, was an only 
and well beloved fon of his parents, and he, 
d.reaikd i1i~ µ1eeting with the fate of h.is form(lr -- -- . . C . r , 

--· 5. !O~S".' . 
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fons-in-law. However after many: difficulties 
made, he gave him his daughter, and that night 
he rofe, , to make a grave, for a private interment 
of his fan-in-law; fuppofing him dead, as the 
others were found. %bias fpent the· whole night 
in prayer, with his bride, and in the morning Ra­
guel with fear and trembling, cal1ed at their· 
chamber, . and was tranfpor-ted with joy, to fee <J'a;. 
hias alive, and well. He preffed him to fray fame 
time with him, but To/Jias anf wered ;_ it is imp of: 
fi.ble, lie faid ;.my father and mother reckon every 
moment of my abfence; if I don't come back 
within the time appointed, they will believe fame 
fad accident has happened. 

Then the angel ipol<e to 'lohias. Stay here,_ 
faid he, and l will go for the money due to you, 
1:Jy which means your fray at Raguei's, will not 
make your journey tonger. 'lohia1 accepted the 
propofal; the angel" came back with· the money, . 
""Sarah's father and mother took leave of their · 
daughter, gave her, and their fon-in-Iaw their 
bleffing, with a great and rich fortune, and a . 
promife of all they were worth, at their death. 
. During thefe tranfacrions, TohiaJ''3 motlier wa~. 
very uneafy, !he went out every day, and got up­
on an eminence, in hopes of difcovering her fon 
coming home ; .fhe came back difcontented, and 
teized. her husband with reproaches. At lafi ihe 
fpied him, and was air in raptures, when !he 
found lie returned in good health. 

'Tobias-came into the houfe, and firfr did what · 
he was ordered by the angel. He took of tr.e 
gall of the fifh, he had killed, and Hroaked his 
father's eyes. J mmedis.te1y the whirenefs pilled 
off, and the holy man recovered his fight. Afrer 
'[obiaJ had given an account of the many favours 
received from his gu.i.de, 'lohit · was at a lofs, how 

· · to 
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to make a grateful acknowledgement, a1;d offered· 
him hqlf of the wealth and fubfrance, his fon had 
brought home. . 

Here the angel fropt him. I mufr, faid he, Jee 
you know who I am. I have appeared by God's 
fpecial command, as an lfraelite, but I am the 
angel Raphael. All thefe days I did appear to 
you, but -I did neither eat, nor drink, but you did 
fee a vifion. With this, he clifappeared, and left · 
the whole family overpowered. in tranfports of 
joy and gratitude, to the Lord. 'Tobit lived to an 
extreme old age, and to fee the offspring of To­
hias and Sarah. Before his death, he defired his 
children to leave Nineveh, that they might not be 
overtaken by the puni.fh menrs hanging , over, the. 
heads of the finful inhabirnnts-, 

Lady Lucy. How could the f mell of the broiled: 
nib's liver put evil fpirits to flight? The devil is 
a. mere fpirit, how can he be _affected by a good. 
or bad fmell ? · 

Mrs. Ajfahle. Your reflection is mud:i a-propo:1 -

1.ady. But God might require thi-s proof 0£· 
'lobiah obedience, and reward it with the fuc­
cefs we have heard befl:owed on his .fidelity. But, 
the account I ihall, now give you, feems to ma, 
fomething probacle. Take this always with you,_, 
that God, . who is wifdom itfelf) does nothing but 
what ferves to fome good end or other. He does. 
not multiply miracles needlefly; and the common 
courfe of nature takes place more -generally, than 
means, which are apprehended by us, to exceed , 
the power of ·created nature, 

For example, where it was. -faid that the devil 
had firangled feven former husbands, it may not 
b~ underfiood literally. Hands are neceffary, 
whkh the evil fpirit has not, for that work, but 

C 6- p.mw~. 
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PO\Ver onJx, with _the particula_r permiffion of 
God. 
• God has fometimes p~rn~itted the devil to enter· 
mto a ~ody, but that was not necefiary here. He 
was at liberty to caufe a di/ temper in the perfons· 
whom God had ~bandoned to his po'?'[er, and the 
d.i il:emper, _ occafi.on~d in thfs _manner, might have · 
all the appearances and effects, ~s if they had 
been firangled. . Now very ~otnbly; the fmoak 
of the fith's liver broiled on the coals was a re-. 
medy to p~event the fa tal confequences of that­
qifiem per; and fl. s I have faid before, we cannot 
be fu,re, that the e:ffeu: was cauf ed by mea,ns with-· 
i9, or above the m der, and po?,rer of created na-_ 
fure. · 

~ ifs Fri_,v.olo!trfi' But is t~e1;e any truth in the­
fp.id~s havii;1g p~nver ~d give U,5 rdilorders, 8inq ta, 
t,ake away our Uves. I t,remble · to th~k on't; 
the devil is fo maliciou·s, 'that, a't this race,. one 
co11ld not be fafe ~ quarter 9f an hour. 

Mrs. A..(J;.ahle. ~urely you ~ave no.t already fo1:-­
got the lufiory of th e fuff~rrng Jo/J? The d~v1~ 
c overed him wi th ulcers from hea~ to foot, but 
~.e h<;td t:o this e:ffeO; ~n ex pref\ peril\iffi'on o( God,, 
ivitb_out which he could not h<!Yy ~guched a hair 
of his head . 
· Lady Lz;cy. I take ir, tlut we have no ~hing to 
~ear;_ be~ng~ as we a_re, under the im·mediace pro­
t ection qf G od, bu~ J w ould ·gladly know how the 
~evil could b ring o.r;i foch an 14lcer, even _with th~ 
per miflion of God. :Qid G od give hi ll: power co 
work a mi racle ? · ' 

Mrs. Affij/e. 'J;here W <l;S no need of any fuel-\ 
p o·..ver, my dea r. ·r11~ devil, v-mo is a ( __ ir ir, is of 
~ n.a rnre fa r ft1reri or ro ours, and if G od left bini 
at liherry to exerf his m al ice, he {:ouJd ,york very 
firan ge effects, by the 'know ledge he bas of the 
fbT,U i:e of our bodies The whole frame may be 

. - - . }?llt 
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put into utter confoJion, by £1-opfing or diforder­
rncr one fingle fprin_g . And tb 1s might be the. 
rn~ans ' employed b.y Satan, ag-ainit Job; bur, la­
c\ies , we afe got into a il:range krod of an. age, 
,y here t_he faihionable world a 11 fet up for wi.rs. 
Many wou~d make a jeft and ridicule of me, were 
our converfation to get a?road ; for n;iy rarr, f 
~,rill fiick to t~-e holy writ; whatever is there, F 
~eliev~ \vithout any doubt. l find then~, that the 
qevil firuck Job; far fron_1 callin,g_ thrs in que11-ion,, 
I fhould look upon myfelf, as. a mad., foolifo, ex­
travag?-n~ cre~ture, .if I fuJpended my belief, 
~ven for the ihorrefl:: moment, of thofe things, 
whic~, Go~ has been ~l~afed to reveal: . ' 

J\/{ifs frnot?us. There 1s another fnghtful thrng 
fo th~tt fio.1·yi the devil's po\ver over thofe, who, 
~JJ&V): w~t;hou! a good inrenrion. · ' 

Mifs Zina~ Pray, Mrs . Affable, tell us \vhat rn~ 
tention a chr.iftian muft h:'J,ve in marrying. 

Mrs: 4ffahle. Marriage mui_r be. undertaken 
with a d~ference to th~ will of God, who defi-ine,; 
the gre;n_e r number of mankind for tbat fiate, to 
have c\1Jldre~, which are n be brought np in the 
:fear and love of Godt to give children to the 
church, fobjefts to the fra;c, and dt_izens to 
peavei:i Bm o( t_his more amplY, hereafter, for r 
am refolved not to flip any one rem'ark, that can 
be r~ade, on what I h,ave jufr pow faid. · ' 

I promifeq. to fay fomet bing 9f Ele{lricity. It 
~s a i:iaru_ral phrenomenon, \v hich the ignorant will 
always look upon as a miracle._ I ma.g-inc, ladies>' 
that rl~ere is upon the tab.le: a l ong hollo,w piece of 
glais, called ~ tube. I ub this with a ~it of 
clorb, or which is better, \~trth your hand, if i~ i; 
quire dry. Put ;he tube nea.r fmall pieces 9~ 
leaf-gold, or near a peacock-feather. .The Je~f-: 
i?Plq -~'ill be feen flyi11g abcur, and will at lafr 

fix 
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fix on the tube, and the feather will move to the 
glafs, and remrn co its former place. 

But this is nothing to what I am going to fay. 
If you rub the tube a little more, the leaf­

gold and the feather will go up with a fmart and· 
quick motion, and touch the tube, the-n it will be 
repe11ed violently, and keep penduious in the air,. 
of themfelves, without the appearance of any: 
thing like a fupport. . When you rub the tube in. 
the dark, fparks appear betwixt. the hand and the 
t\1be ; the fame happens where an .iron bar, or a. 
wet cord is placed .near the tube . . 

If the tube be turned about by means of a · 
wheel, and you touch the tube flightly with your 
fingers, there will . appear fparks of fire under 
them, which make a noife like hair that is burn-· 
ing, and is alfo attended with a fmell. 

If an iron-bar is fufpended .horizontally hy two 
filken firings, at a certain difl:a:nce from the tube,_ 
t .wo continued lights will appeat" at one end of the 
oar, and flafhes of fire at the other. Bue if you 
place your finger within an inch of that end, a 
fla:ih of fire will come and prick your fingex. 
iinartly. If drops of water are thrown all along, 
the bar, and the hand be carried along near the 
bar, every drop_ will produce a fla:ih. 

All this is very furpri!ing, but nothing to what 
follows. 
. Stand upon a cake of rofin, and take hold of 
cne end of the bar ; . your body will then have 
the fame qualities with the iron•bar; fparks of 
fire ·will be dn:1.wn from every part that is couched, 
which will cauie a pricking pain in yourfelf, and 
others. If with the other hand, which does not 
hold the bar, you put your finger into a fpoonful 
of fpirit of wine, you will fet it on fire; or if 
}'..OU give the f_e,oon to anothef, if that perfon has 

· · h.oltL 
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hold of you, and put his finger to the fpirit, it 
fhall burn in the fame manner. And if thi ny. 
perfons fianding on rofin cakes, hold one another 
by the hand, one whereof has the bar in his­
hand, all of them, when and where they aro 
touched, will 11kewife cafl: out fire. 

Lady Mary. In good truth, Mrs . .A.ffahle, are not. 
you now making game· of us- ~ Why. ? what you 
have been talking of is•downright irnpoilible . 

. Mifs - Bella. I bdieve the firft part eafi.ly, for I · 
can take up {lraws with a Hick of fealing wax very­
well, and confequently the tube may draw leafQ · 
gold or-feathers. 

Lady Witf)•. Blilt have you feen the fire comina·. 
out on . all - fides - withour burning thofe perfons ~­
ot have you only read in it fome book?· 

Mrs . .Affable. I have feen it, my dear-, and felt , 
rt, and rna-ny ocher things which I could fay, but1 
mufl: put off to another ~ime for fear of being~ 
quite tedious. 

Lady Violent. Oh no! · Mrs. fiffaMe, if that be': 
a'.ll, pra.y gp on, pray telL us· what you have-' 
feen. 

Mrs . .Affahle. If. a man be placed fo that his s; 
Heels be near the glafs globe, or the tube, and~ 
that many hold _their hands above his head, his: 

- hair win ftand on end, Rallies- of fire win come, 
out, and form as it were, a crown of 1mys. 

Mifs Sophy. They fhould not have my head ·for­
the experiment. lam for no c.r:own of fire. 

Mrs. Affohle. It does no harm at all, but there ' 
is another thing which is very fe-ntible, .and which; 
} had the courage tO try. And I have ventured:< 
r1pon the tonitrnous or fulminating /park. 

Mifs Molly. V✓hat is that, Mrs. Affable? Is it: 
like thunder ? ' 
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M.rs. Ajjable. \1/hac is ihiEtly caJled the toni­
tru0us or fol(IlinJt~ng fpar~, or fla_ih,,. has ~ great 
affin.i.ty to rlwo.der ~nd lightening, as it has 
ftrength en,ough to kill feveral animak I 9ie1J not 
venture that, bu,t fomething li,ke it. -

It happened in the country, and fo,r ?-. l itt;le (port, 
all the ieryants were c~ll~d up, from :farfr t{?, 1a1-, 
wean cook hands, as if it were for a round dance . 
Chance pl.aced, me next to. an overgn;H','f,l cou~~,ry_ 
girl, who la-ughed hearrilx at the ~eremony, and 
who. could not guefs, whe~~ a,11 t his hurry wo1;1l~ 
end. Vvhen \,.re w~re ~1_1 111 ran~ and file, the 
lady at the 11ead of us touched the glafs-g1obe 
\y i rh her finger'. At that v,ery inftan~ we al) f~l t 
~s it wexe a_ r<;1p on the el-bows with a cu~g€lt My 
neighb011r the ovei:-gro\;,,,:n fervant ma~d turned 
a_bo'\1t very hathly., ,\~d fe~~9g _ her ~ady th?,t was 
nQt f~r off; in,d~ed, . madam, .fhe {aid, this_ ~snot 
a,t aJl pi:etty,, to, hie ~~Ued. up for; a ~rqb,bing bout. 
All that could be faid was to no purpoie, ihe 
would no,t ];)e perfµaded, but that fome one of 
the coo,1pany 1,<l:d Hnw~. l\er ; an~ getting with 
her back clofe to the wa11, fne defi;-ed to have 
this over agarn. She found ;big fhe_ v,·as fl:ruck 
in tbe. fil;m,e ~1_1_e.11ner, ~nd as .fhe ½new th~t no one 
was behi fl~ \1e_r, :(h~ concluded t~e 0/d gentltman 
W~$ at the bpttom of ~his; ·and could ~ever be 
brought to be1ieve otherwife. 

Lqdy Lucy. In truth, Mr.s . .tiff.,ble,. the country 
]afs wa,s J?Ot fo, much ou_t of the w~y. You fa y 
that y9u h~ve felt, and feen all th fe things ; I 
11ndoubrq:\ly belie ·e it; but ~t the fame time, it is 
r~~Ily extr?,orpi~ary. I would gi ·;e the. world to 
know th_e natu~al ca~1fes of t:heie prodigies. 

Mrs . .Ajfafle. I fhag the_ next time talk about 
thi·s fulminating /park, and explain in the bcfi: 
manner l can, wh ta karned friend of mine has 

:writ, 
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writ, concerning the caufe5 of thefe prQdigies of 
nature. This is enough for to day . Lady lf7iflJ 
will now go on with the fi-ories, that relate to 
Cyrus. 

LaJy l17il(J', Cyrus was hunting one day, when 
fame Indian embaff:idors ca~e to his unkle. Cy 
axarcs had fent for fuccours to tfieir nation ; the l_{ing of Ba/;ylon had done the fame ; they 1.ike a 
wiie and prudent people difparched 'thefo em­haff1dors, to be informed about the occafi.on of 
their difference, that they might fuprorc him, who 
had jufi-ice on his fide. 

Cyaxcnes immedi~nel y fent an exprefs to C;rus, 
and defired him to come with fpeed, and at th~ fame time, to put on th~ magnificent appare11 which the meffenger took, with him. y-rzn ob. 
ferved, that he could not comply with thofe orders 
at once, chofe that, which mofi: futed his lm:1 
mour; _and (erring out infi-antly, w1thout any lofs 
of rime in dreffing, he came all in a f w~at, and 
covered with dufi. His unkle inquiring, why he 
bad not put on the drefs that came with his ex ... 
prefs, I thought Crrus anfwered, I fuould fhe~ 
:}. greater reipcB: for you by my prompt obedi­
ence, than aJJy ma gnificenc-e in dreis. 

1\1ifs Fri1volous. Had· I been Cyru;, I would have 
1:ut on the fine cloches, and found good reafons for fo doing. I find, Mrs. Affable, that we have ai {hong propenfity to do our own. will, and to fol-: low our inclinadons. 

Lady Sincere . But where is the harm? Nothing is more natural. · 
1 

Mrs. Affable. There occur a thoufand trifles, 
wherein you may follow your own fancy; but~ 
young lady of good ienfe, and who would be happy. 
in the world, ac-cufi-omes herfelf early to oppofe her 
own inclinations, to n1eet wit.h fev.:er. difficu1tieJ, 

· when 
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when the time comes, that it will be neceffary ro 
facrifice her will· and pleafure to another's. You 
remember the tale about Fatal; he was never 
happy, till, by dint of contradiErion, he ceafed to 
have any will of his own. A sk la.dy Tempe--fl, 
what benefit-fhe has found from being thwarted ; 
:fu.e went home, where fue had the befr woman in 
the world-fo:r her governefs, with this f mall faulr, 
only that die gGod woman, makes her from morn-· 
ing to night do every thing cont ra ry to her own 
will. Three years-ago, lady Ten:pefl would have 
fcratched her face off, and died of vexation~ 
to think :fhe mu.fl: be ruled by her; and now this 
g·vcs her little or no uneaftnefs. 

Lady Sincere. Bur that is derelhble, to ufe a1 

grown- up young lady, as fhe is, like a child. 
Tell me, . my dear, how could you contrive not 
t:o be quite miferabJe, when you are contradicted 
and cro!Ied ?- I am fore that receipt would be of 
great fervice tb me. 

Lady- Temprjl. I will with 1'vfrs~ Ajfahle's leave 
give you an' account of myfelf, and, I tell you 
before hand, not much to my commendation. 
· To begin, I was fadly fpoiled; and .that very. 
~arly; it was-not my mother's fault; fhe would 
by her own good will, have brought me up very 
well.; but J. had an unfortunate defru-<ion on the 
eyes ;: and the D08:ors were plea fed to fay, that I 
fuould lofe my. fi~ht, if any one made me cry; 
I underll:ood t~is ~perfe8:ly well, and gave my­
felf up to every whim and: maggot ; and now I 
cannot but wonder, that perfons could be found 
patient enough to bear with me. My eldefr :Gfier 
fuffered prodigioufly by my ill temper, and 1 
made her a martyr of patience. At lafi mama 
finding, that my eyes were cured, but pride and a 
£Wfs temper continued fiill, took a refolution to 

put, 
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put me in Mrs. Ajfable's hands-. Thefe ladies re­member my infolent behaviour and language to her in the beginning ; I heartily brg her pardon;· but had it been in my power, I · think, I could have killed her. She was fo kind, that fhe made nerfelf a match for me, and never would fuffer any difrefpefr from me. She endeavoured to per•· fuade me-, and make me liiten to reafon ;· and then, to· tell the plain- truth·; l was much affeB:ed· with the good example of thefe ladies. I began to mend, . bnt very ITowly. . Mrs. Affable com­mended this [mall amendmenr, as if it had been mm .. h more. She praifecl-, caTeffed·, and rewarded me.. Infenfibly, fhe gained my hearr, and I re­folved to mend for her fake, not to give her farther trouble. She afterwards made me under~ ftand, that I. had greater obligations to God, than to her, and therefore mufr do more to pleaie the Creator, than to pleafe any creature. When- the love of God beca-me the motive of my aB:ions, every thing was fo eafy, that I was quite aftonifhed~ God gave me daily new ftrengtn. And finding that with God's affifl:ance, I had brought my will to delire nothing hut wha-t was reafonab1e, I took a refolurion, by Mrs. Ajfable's advice, to take a fiep farther. She certainly forefaw, as I believe, the dreadful governefs, into whofe hand5 I was to fall. I began with contradiB:ing my own in­clination in indifferent matters, and am now di( ... pofed to prefer without repugnance another's will to mine. 
Mrs. Affable-. You are -a very faithful hifrorian, ~our account of your felf is nicely exaa. Follow this example, lady Sincere, you will find it of great , fervice. But, lady Temprfl, you will not find tlie terrible governefs at home this evening· ; your mama is too much Eleafed ·with your behaviour-, 

not. 
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QOt to endea. vour to do what Ihe can to mafre. 
your life eafy, and has d.ifcharged her. Nothing, 
is got by crofiing young ladies in their innocent' 
divedions ; it is very proper for them to have 
fuch command over themfelves, as to forego fuch 
pafrimes; · but ic is ·beft, when they form them­
(elves to fuch good habits. This n~ay be recom­
mended without infifring upon it fo fevere1y . Lady 
Scnjible will be pleafed to. g.o on with fomething. 
relating to Cyru.1. 

. Lady Swfi-ble. Cyrru, aftc;r many advantages ob"! 
tained againfl the Babylonians and their allies, 
obliged them to return to their country. Cyax<u·es 
judged t,he_ war t.q .be at an end, and told his. 
1:iephew he m~1fr go ·back to. h+s o,Nn kingdom ; 
C)rus replied, that there was no franding ' fiilJ in fci 
fair a way ;- chat the enemy ,.;. as · only rerired to 

£Pine back with greater forces ; and_ that, to pre1 
vent their thinking of any fuch t;-Xpedition, it was 
nec;effa.ry to attack them at hpme. This under. 

~akiJ?g was apove the reach 2f1d ~D~rage of CJi 
axare.s; and_ he refu.fed follo~ing 111s nepj1,ew's_ ad. 
v,ic,e. l;hat everyirg-·at (ugp~, t..)rus's qe.fign was 
brotJg_ht on boar4-; and Cyaxa,:es,who acc_ording to 
the cuf,:.om of the M7!des, had drunk too much, 
gave his ne:p~ew leqve' to take with him a,11 th~ 
.Median t_ro0ps tha_t were willing t.o accomp~nY, 
bim in the expediti_on._ Me g~ve his confe1!t i~ore 
to tn.?,-ke. a.jefl of Cyru;; tl?an out of any .oth~ 
motive ; becaufe he was fatisfied the officers and 
foldi~rs in the J\1edian a;my wer'e fonder of th<tir 
lives and their eafe, than of being expofecl to the 
dangers and :fatigues. of (uch an expe~ition. 

{;yaxares was not apprifed of the efleem and a f • 
fection yrus had inipired to, the Medes in his 
fa vour ; his example and hi~ fo:9iers had chan~·e4 

them, i_n,t_o otj1er mep. Wl}en t_~e king's cqnf< nt:, 
came 
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~came ·to be known all unanimoufly were for 
·following Cyrus, and the troops, which he obtigecl 
.to 11-a y, were under the greaten concern. 

Cyrus [et out very early in th.e morning, an'd 
was a:dvanced at a -g'ood difi-ance, when his uncie 
a waked. Surprifed to fee fo few about him, che 

, asked irhat was become of his army; ·tie w~ 
· , ,er:_y angry, when he was informed what hacl 
· happened, and fent olf an exprefs to his nephew 
·-to fend his forces back. (;;nu wrote to him ve ry 
..;-refpeEffully., but with beco·ming courage, that he 
. had his word and promife, w hi,ch 'he could n0c 
acquit him of with h6nour. He marched on, 

: entered upon the 'Bdylonian 'do"fnlnions, and took 
feveral of their places. The foldiers under Cyna 

' avoided committing any diforde-r. And tl1e gra­
cious young pririce 'was fo humane to thofe he l1id 
.overcome, that he intirel y gained their hearts. Se­

, veral great lords di{Iatisfiecl with the king of Ba.,. 
hylon offered their intei"efl: and the firong places, 
where they commanded; but his behaviour to 

· the p rincefs Pe'n1hea was what coinplete1y deter-
mined the public 1n his favour, and fixed him in 
-their efieem. 

' Mrs. Affable. _Lady Violent I know has read that 
fiery, arid will 'relate it. 

. Lady f'iolcnt,._ The -troops under Cyrus macle 
Penihea, ~ ·moil: oeautiful princefs, prifoner. ~s 

1 -he \-yas inform_ed the princefs )iad a husband, he 
~ wo\'1Jd not fee her; for fear love ihould' foften •his 
:k,ean:. - A -young lord and a friend ·of Cjr11s t'fbr 

inat (, pi·ince had an . advantage unknown to ' mofl: 
' 1:-10narchs) rallied Cyrus for -mifin.i{}ing hirnfelf. 
,tHow' co,nes it, Sir, that you,'who face the greatefl: 
~ dangers -wi:t110ut clfanging your colour, tremb'le 

wi,h fear and apprehenf1on· of' feeii1g t'Wo beau• 
,tiful eyes. I . have n:iore courage than you ; 

how-
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.however qeautiful a woman may be, I am not 
afraid ihe will overcome me, contrary to my in­
clination; and, if you will tru{t me with the care 
.of the princefa, I promife you to get the better 
of the fair enemy, who appears fo dangerous 

;.t o you. · · 
~Cyrus fmiled at his temerity, and, to teach him 

,an important leffon, committed the charming 
prifoner to his care . At firft, the young lord 
fo und her extremely beautiful., was ~elighted 
with looking at her, .and thougnt it a fatisfac1:ion, 
wherein he might be indulged .without any confe­
quence. Bue,· infenfibl y, an_d w'ithom perceiving 
it,he grew quite enamoured with P~nthEa; aihameJ 
of h;wing failed in his promifes to C~ru1, he re­
folved he would at leafr keep his love to himfo]f, 
as if a perfon,.abandoned to a ,violent pailion, could 
be mafl:er of his own aB:ions. He foon found 
the impoffibility of executing this fch eme, ancf,, 

.after he had laboured hard a long time to f mother 
this inclination and keep it fecret, he concluded 
he co~ld not be in greater mifery, than he was at 
prefent, a~nd venrureJ to declare to P enthca the 
pafiion which fhe had infpir<:>cl . 

. Penthea, who .was v:irtuous, to the greateft degree, 
w c:..s much offended a t this declaration; and, not to 
.be longer <:!Xpofed to addre:fles of this nature, 
M-'rote to Cyrus and complained of the audacious 
prefumption of his .favorite. Cy ru1 was nor at all 
furprifr;d, it was what he expeB:ed ; he ordered 
an· old lord of his court to tell Penthea's young 
.gua,rdian, that he was not fatisfied with h"is. con­
ctut't. The old ,nobleman, who was of a rough 
turn and aufi:ere virtue, agg ravated matters fo,, 
a nd reproached him with fuch feveriry, that he 
tb,rew him into defpair. 

... 
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Cyrus, informed of the melancholy fituation of 

,his favorite, fent for him, and very mildly repre..­
fented to him, that he had only met with what his 
prefumption deferved; _he advifed hirri to be, for 
_the future, more circumfpe~ from the remem­
_brance of his fault, and he added this great truth, 
that thofe, who expofed themfelves on fet purpofe.., 

_feldom efcaped the danger. The young lord was 
fo affecl:ed with his prince's goodne1s, that he 
,threw himfelf at his fee~, and, out of a defire 
.of repairing the pafl: offence, offered himfelf to 
go over to the enemy, and be a fpy for Cyrus. 
· Cyrus accepted the offer; and his favorite, 
.under a pretext of withdrawing from the dif­
pleafure of an irritate~ mafier, made his efcape 
,to the king of Bahylon's court, who gave him _a 
,handfome reception, as he _thought him diffatisfied 
with CJ·ru1. · · 

MeanwhiL~ 4drajlus hearing, that the regard~ 
which Cyrus £hewed to his Pentbea, h~d a]ienare_d 
a faithful fer.vane from him, thought himfelf 
obliged to make up that lofs, and came with a 
conliderable body of troops to qffer his forvice to 
that Prince. Within a few days, a great battle 
_was fought; and Penthea helping her husband qn 
-with near quilted armour-1 which ihe had wrought 
with her own hands_; this, faid fhe, is an oppor­
~unicy to pay rhe obligations you ba_ve to my ge-
nerous guardian. ,He has ref_pec1:ed me .as a fi.fl:er, " 
and guarded me, as a facred depojit: convince him 
by your behav;iour in fighting for his fervice, th~c 
we are not unworthy of the kind regard he has 
had for us. 
· As Penthea faid thefe faft wor~s, fhe could no,t 
hol_d her tears, as ~f ihe h~d a prefentiment, 
that they were the laft, :fhe fhoµld ever fpeak to 
:her husband. In effelr, fhe never faw him after. 

H@ 
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,He fought with courage and deferved to be ad­
mired by C;rv.~, ' for he ' ha'd not contributed a little 
.to fhe vicrory that was obtain·ed, and tlrere lofr his 
Jifo. Cjrus befrov.1ed his tears on that brave per­
fon, and fent~his remains to ' the· unforctrnate Pen·­
'thia and ordere·d a porn pous fi.meral. The :faith­
'ful Penthea waJhed -with her own hands the .wounds 
of her ·beloved ·husband.; and her grie£ rofe to 
that degree: that ihe expirea in paying rhis Jafl: 

.and forrowfol duty to Aara/lus. The Prince of 
Perjia, having· no other wa.y to ihew his graritLde 
~nd · efteem, comr11anded a magnificent Maufoleum 

:ro be eretl:ed, w_pete he depofited their afhe~. 
, Mrs. Affable. The-re is not a. fi.ngle circomfrance 
~in · this 'frory, which does .not offer very proper and 
·;ufeful reflections. ' What are yours, Lady Louifi/? 

Lady Louija. I am not unlike ~yrus 's favorite .; 
1 think myfolf .invincible, and have often laughed 

' at thofe, who1 with more ftnfe than I have, al­
ways tremble at the leafl: ap-p--earance c,f danger. 
J th-o\lght t(1e honour of bur ·fex re·guired more 

· co1.hage, and true viHue was that, which had 
'. been tried in the occafion. 

'Jvfrs. Affable. 'Ti tnle, madam, but take no­
' tice, that you rnuft not venture inro rhe occafion. 
- I will dwell longer upon this arride; it is o'f the 
: greatefi confequence. Do you know the clifferente 

I make between the modefiefr and the loofe.frwo­
' man .? · What do you fay, mifs F1·i,vo/ous? 
l .. Mifs Frh;o/o,us , The firfi is ·well inclined, arid 
· the !ccond's inclinations are not correB:ed ·by edu-

cation. 
L1dy LucJ'· ~or my part,,.I am of bpfoion, tha.t: 

· one has more religion, and Che· other none. . 
· 1'v1rs . .lljjable. And I am very fore, that thefe 

are only difia1;~ caufes of the virtue or irregularity 
<Jf wo·men. Put all the Lucretia'J in -che univerfo 

to_g;ether., 
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tocreth.er, let their inclination to virtue be never 
fo 

O 
great, I maintain, that they cannot perfevere, 

if they expofe themfelves to the occafio~. Lady 
Louifa pretends, out of refpecr to the ladies, that 
they are to be fuppofed more fteady and refolute; 
ihe lirtle knows the fort of courage requifite in 
the war, that is to be waged again!l: dangerous 
paffions. c;yrus behaved like a hero, when he de­
clined the engagement; he knew, the only way 
to overcome was to fly. But it mufl: be a lie, 
owned, that lady Lucy is very right, when fhe 
fays, that a great fund of religion fecures the 
virtue of women in as much, as it recommends 
the avoiding daJ].gerous occafions. 

Lady Louifa. Here is fomething·,, that bears very 
hard upon my pride; you mui.1: have, I think, 
-an extreme bad opinion of women's virtue. 

Mrs. Affable. Not at ~11, my dear, I ef.1-eem 
.them in general; but I judge like a geometer, 
and a philofophe.r. I weigh_, on Dne ude, the power 
of human virtue, and on the other, the principle 
of corruption, whereby original fin has infetl:ed 
our hearts; and I find already, that the fcale in­
clines horribly to vice. It is true, I am not left 
wich_out help. I can throw into the fcale, that 
rifes, the tliv-ine affifiance, which we have grace 
to obtain by fervent prayers , and a watchful at­
tention over ourfelves. This, indeed, put into the 
fcale oppolite to corruption, may prevail; but if, 
by die greatefl: of misfortunes you add, to the 
weight of corruption, dangerous occafions, to 
which you freely expofe yourfelves, you will cer;­
tainly fall ; you are morally fore to fall: and if 
you efcape with virtue in fuch occafions, I fhall 
think it a greater miracle, than the prefervatidn 
.of the three children in the burning furnace. 

Vo1... IV. D Lady 
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Lady Lucy. But what is underfiood by thofe 
.dangerous occaGons, where we mufi certainly faU, 
.if we expofe ourfelves wi_llingly to them ? To 
avoid, we fhouJd know them. · 

lv1rs . .Ajfahle. Occa!ions are twofold., fame re­
.mote, and others, .which _I may call more imme­
diate occafions,, and near to fin,. The more re­
mote, o,r diftant occafions, are fioth,, w:hich make~ 
.us fond of diilipation, fhews,, balls, affemblies, 
,reading rom~nces and amours. The more imme­
_diate ocrnlions, .and difpo!ing nearly to !in, are 
,immodeft plays, bad books, as for example, the 
.letter~ of Ninon /' Enclos, which I have feen at th~ 
houfe of one among you ladies, that fhall be 
nameleis ; .a baU, where you art to meet a gen­
tleman, whofe company you affe&, preferably to 
-others; .a loofo and irregular female friend, toQ 

,free in her difcourfe, and unreferved in her con­
duct; com,pan y, where chafte ears are offended 
:by undecerit difcourie. 

Be plea.fed to obferve, that yo_u cannot under ,?­
_grie :ous offence, venture inr0 thefe more imme­
~diate occaGons, though yon ihould not fin, be.­
..caufe it is .r~ally tempting God. 
. Mifs Molly . What µoe~ th~t mean, Mrs. Atfah~e, 
.tern pting God? 

1V1rs. Affah!e. Tempting God, is ~sking a mi-
1·acle without neceffity. We foppofo, that yoµ 
fay thus to yourfelf, Jefus Chr.ift has declared, 
that if we have fuith, we can remove moun­
tains. It is as eafy for me to Jive without foo~, 
as to remove mountains; and I will begin an,d 

· live without earing. 
You fee clearly, that in this cafe, you would 

,expecl: a miracle wich uut necefficy, and merely 
out of curiolity. Now to e·< pofo yourfelf to a.n 
;immediate, or very nea r occi:ltion of fin, and to 

. ~~ 
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think, that God will fave you from falling, is to 
depend upon a miracle being wrought in your favour. Had you not fought the occafion, it 
would be another matter; you might then pro­
mife yourfelf the di.vine affiilance, but not other­
·w ife. 

Lady Lucy. Alas! Mrs. Affah/e, when we rife in a morning, we ought ·co think ourfelves in the condition of a perfon, who bas a great fordl to travel through, an.cl infinitely dangerous.. 
, The idea firi-kes me much, Mrs . .Affable; give -me leave to repreient it, as it appears to me. I 
imagine a wood cut into many delicious green 
walks, enamelled with flowers, and tables, era 
,both fides the walks, decked and ferved up wid1 a delicious variety qf all that is agreeable. I am 
.eager to enter into this agreeable and delightful 
-place, and am fiop.t by a charitable perfonage, I 
.really pity your fate., fays he: you muft of ne­
cefficy pafs through this forefr .... 

But, I reply, why do you think thi•s neceffiry fo 
terrible and dreadfuJ? ~rhe foreft appears (o full of 
.delight, that I am in -hafre to .get in. 

One may fee, fays the charitable fl:ran.ger, that 
-you are .a ftranger to the country. That fine 
green turf covers many precipices, which you 
cannot a void, unlefs you go very ilow, a.nd .examine carefully the ground you fiep on. The .fine difhes, which cover the tables, are fo infeB:.­
-ed with a fubtile poifon, that the fieam is enough 
to poifon thofe that pafs by. One fide of the fo­
reft is full of thieves and rnurtherers, who de­
light in decoying tbe travellers, and murthering .them inhumanly. They are ready to offer you 
their affifiance, they will pretend to be your 
~uides, and tell you they dwell in charming pa­
.laces, where you will find infinite pleafures. Their 

D z" fiiure 
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figure impofes upon ftrangers., their behaviour h 
eafy, their con, eriation bewi:tching; they are 
fore to pleafe you, as you are to be loft, if yot.J -
heark~n to them. On the other fide the forefr is 
full of wild beafts; Africa is not fo crowded with 
mon!lers; and you are i,n danger of being a prey 
to them. . 

This is the ide..a, ladies, which firikes me. This 
is the forefr, I am to travel through, till life is at 
.an end; I fhudder at the ~houghc. , 

Lady Louifa. The prof pea is fo dreadful, that 
to be out of thefe dangers, the onJy means, we 
have, is to retire '-1/ithin four waUs in forne remote 
foJicude. 

J\1rs. Ajfahle. You cannot be under roe great 
apprehenrions and dread, my deqr; this fear is 
fa}urary; but remember, that you cannoli a.void 
goi.t7g through the foref1-. The way to rhe rn2J1.­
fion of your heavenly father lies thro:ugh it; in .. 
finite glory will meet you at the e-nd, and wiU 
r~compenfe che labours., you have undergone in 
this laborious and p,ainful conrfe. 

I now refume lady L1.1.c/s allegory, \vhic;;h I ad. 
mire; her peart is full , of "vhat fhe has faid ; it is 
the language 0f be.r h~art-; and therefore it has 
a ffeB:ed you; for the heart, they fay, moves th<tc 
o ther, to which it fpea-ks. 

Let every one f uppofe herfeJf the perfon ob-lig­
€d to go through this forefi; what _w Quld you 
do ? Tell me, 1\llifs Zina i you a.re rn begin yot:1r 
journey very foqn ; tbe danger is n-ear at ham) . 

M jfs Zina. The :faft thiJ!lg I H10ukl do, I think·, 
would be to take advice fr0m the elm.rim bJe 
fi ranger, a.rid be ciire&ed b.y him in av oiding the 
dangerous places. , 

Mrs . .A.ffabli. So yon wo11ld not gi-v-e yourfelf µ? t? mirth an~ d:iffi1~.t1icn? 
lvltfs 
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1\1ifs Zi91a. On the contrary, I fhou]d he Un er 

the greate.fl: terror, and would ufe my 'bell en .. 
deavours to drive away all ufelefs ideas, and to 

give a11 my attention co his good counfel. 
Mrs Affable . In my opinion, he would advife 

you to be v~ry circumfpetl: in every fiep, to !l:op 
your nofe and_ ears, neirh-er to be allured hy rhe 
1inell of the me.at, nor feduced by the difcourfcs 

of rhofe wj~ked perfons, he had defcribed.. I am 

.moreover perfuaded, he would provide you with 

arms to ke-{'p off the monfters, that f\varm in the 
fore.fl:, and th at, with thofe we~pons, you wou1d 

be ena!)t€<l to make your way happily through 

this dangerous ftage. 
Lady Lucy. So that, to avoid the darrgers, that 

fri gh ten me, I muft be taken up with the thought, 

where I may with fafety fer dow·n my feet , that 

.is, the places whither I may go with fafety, and 

th-ofo, whi ~h I am 'to avoid, I mull keep away 

not only from the pteciplces, w-bich ( a re the 

n10,e immcdiHte and dirnH o-ecations of fin, but 

I nrnfr alfo keep from th e edges, for fear of the 
ground fhrinking away under me, which will be 

efrhtwing the more dlftant oce::afions. I will alfo 

fi:op my ears, that is, I win keep an exact guard 

o\i€t 1ny fenfe~,. and ufe the arms put inrn my 
l'ran1s, whic'h..are, a.5 I take it, the g-race--of God, 

_prayer, confider1ce in hi~ mercy, and a great mif .. 
truft- of my •owrl weaknefs . 

. Mrs. Affable. With thefe precautions you may 
travel in all iecuriry; my dearefi, I take upon me 

to infure the fucceis of the journey, and difpenfe: 

with lady Louija's confinement to a prifon. 
Mifs 'Lina. I fhall be no lon~er forp-rifed with 

what I have heard, th.at in · l'raifre, and other 

<;ountrics, many young perfons get into convents ; 
D 3 · thefe· 
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•~hefe reflexions are quite calculated for retreats of this nature. 

Mrs. Ajfahle~ It happens but too often, tha~ they take the world with them into thofe con­v-enrs, where, in this cafe, far from frnding. a re­fuge, they meet with many more dangers, than in the territle fo reit, j-uA: defcr.ibed . . Lady Louifa. I can't conceive, how any can. have the courage to confine themfel-ves for life. I would chufe a houfo feparated from the world 1 without being engag!:!d for ever. That would be an honourable retreat for young women of a f mall fortune, or for oth.ers, who chufe to re­tire from tbe grand monde .. .l\'lrs. Affable-. My lord& .. ., .. ,,who-y:ou, know,. ~s one of the wealchiefi peei:-s in Ireland, had the fame thought. IJ1 his travels, he fa.w fuch a houfe,. as you detire; in- Denmark, and was fo affefted '?lith the advantages the public received from this ir:1fi:itution, that he made a will, whereby he left all his efiate for fuch a foundation, if he hap­pened to die, befoi:e he was married. He is mar­ried, and has children ;. but it is to be hoped,. that God will infpire fame rich perfon, with the fame defign. I have hea.rd, that they have feveral foch houies in Holland; where Bious young wo­men, wid0ws, and well behaved p,erfons, may. ' . renre. 
Lady T'empejl. Has not the·fiory of Penthea fug­ge.fied fome other reflexion ? . Lady <fempefl. Yes, Mrs . .Affahle. It has oc­curred to me, that the perfon, w.ho corrects hadhl y, does more harm tha~ good to the per­fon correqecf. 

Mifs Zina. And I thought, that princefs was very courageous to exhort her husband to do his dury., with the hazard of his life. 
Mrs., 
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Mrs. Ajfahle. That is true courage, and ieal 

love. It determines us to facrifi.ce all to our 

duty . No one,-in effect, can charge P e?1thea witlt 

jndifference to her husband, fince fhe died of grief 

for lo!ing him ; tho' :fhe chofe to hazard a life ex·· 

rrernely valuable to her, rather, than he fhouJd be 

wanting in point of courage and gratitude to his 

benefactor. 
What ails you, lady Witty? you cry, my dea-r · 

friend. 
Lady WiMy. Nothing at all, JVfrs. Affable. I 

beg you will not take any notice of it ; I will te11 

you after the leffon i ; over. · 

Mrs. Affable. l beg you will, my dear; for 

you give me a good deal of concern. Lady Sot­

jiMe will tell us another fr01·y of Cynu, which will 

put an end ro the 1eflo n; 

Lady Senjible. The fame of Cyrn-s's exploits, be­

ing ipread abroad, raifed-C..wxares to an ex cefs of 

jealoufy. He thought, and not without fom.e 

·reafon, that his officers and foJdiers mnil defpife 

him, when they compared the UBde and the ne­

phew. The lafr returned into · Media, and as 

foon as he fa w hi ; uncle, made all hafte to em­

brace him. · Cyaxares turned his head, and looked 

another way to avoid his nephew's endearments. 

This alarmed all prefent, aHd, in general, it was 

thought, this would come co a rupture between 

them. It would certainly have happened, bu..t-~r 

the prudence of the Jatrer, who earnefrly -15eggc4 

his uncle to allow him a private conferend. 

When they were alone, Cyrus r e rrefented to Ii.1m, 

that all his paft labours were only for his glory, 

and fafety ; and char he brought him back troops, 

that had the greateft affetbon, and refpefr for 

his pedon; in :fhort, be fpoke fo modeftly, and 

with that deference, th.it alJ jealouiy was ~tan 

\ D 4 end. 
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end. They came back to the army with fo mnch co·ntent and fari~faB-ion in their looks, that the fokliers received them with the mofl: joyful accla­mations ; and all the MecleJ, as they had been di­ncted by Cyr:11, took their phce about their king, .,-,,·ho clifrovered in their rcipect, that Cp-u1 had only inlpired to them the greatefl arrachment to his perfon. At the fame time, all that was mof1: valuQ.ble in the booty taken from the enemies was brought our, and the conqueror had ordered it fhoul<l be lad up for his uncle. Tbe king of the 11}edFS found fa ult- with himfelf, for harloouring thcfe unjuft foJpicions;· and to make amends of, fered hi s daughter, who w.is his only child and heir, to CJruJ, who norwithfianding the great ad­vantages, that ,,,auld accrue from this marriage, would not confent to ir, unlefs rus parems approv­eJ the propofal. 

· Lady Ma,y. Cyaxares was but a mean character, to veer n.co'1t fo, like a weathercock. Mrs. A1faMe. You judge well, my dear. Jealoufy is a certain fign of a low, pitiful fpirit. Mifs Molly. I am at this prefenr very jealous myfolf, Mrs . A.ffable. It is but haJf a year, fince my younger fifrer has begun to learn on the harp­fichord; and fhe plays better than I do, that have been two years at i-c. I hare her upon that ac­count. 
Mrs. Affable. As if it was her fault to have a better difpofition, or more application to mu!i.c, than you have? That is really unjuft, you muf1: own. You put me in mind of a mofi fad thing, ~ that happened fome years ago, and which you fhaH hear the firfr time we meet. Adieu, ladies . . Lady Witty, you will be pleafed to fta y a little longe1·. 

DI A. 
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Lady W 1 T- TY. 

I Can hardly fpeak, Mrs. Affahle, I was like to 

nave died with ch·ecking my tears. I have 
fO't!lething very terrible to fay; you wiI1 defpife 

me, and hate me, 1 am fore on't. 
. Mts. Affable. De·ar lady, you think me very 
unjuft; have you forgot,.that I am your friend? J 

· Lady W}tty. No,- Mrs. Afable, I know, that you 
Ira ve a real kindnefs for me, and I am under fo 
much more trouble on that account. You will 

think, that I ·have not repofed that confidence in 

yon, which I_ o.ttg_ltt; tho' i'ncL:ed the nafon l h~d 
for not fpeakmg to you fo·oner, was, that I had 

been expr'efly forbid . 
•. Mr., . Affable. And who fuould ~orbid you? H~ci 
1c; heen my lady, you mufi: not d1fobey yonr mo­

ther on any account. · 
Lady rYitty. No, Mrs. AJ/abl~. It was lady 

Mifchiif. You l<.now, that, fo•r fome time pafr, 

·w~ go int? the co~nr1y every fat~rd~y, and fray 
th~re til} m.onday evening; ilie was ehe forrdeft 
of me, that could be; and I took her t'o be· the 
befi friend I had in the wotld. I mufr ow'n, I was 

very .fiupid . I had very gdod re'a:fons to think fhe 

was no fri end ; but I da:re not teH. you ,vlly. 
Mrs. Affable . . What ihould hmdet you u1y 

dear? _In the fir~ J?lace, you may depcn~ upqiT 
!he fin~eft fecr~cy', 

Lac1y 
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Lady Witty. I do not mifl:rufr your keeping my · fecret; but it · reflects injurioufly upon Mrs. Affable. 
l\1rs . .Affabl~, Is that aIJ; my dear? Have a good heart, and make yourfelf perfecl:Iy eafy .. Speak your mind, as, if ·what you have faid . rel' garded fomebody elfe. _ Lady Witty. One reafon, 1· had to fufpetl- lady . Mifchiif not being my friend, was, that . ihe en~ ­deavoured all ihe could, to put me out of conceit · ;with -you.; fhe was--ever_ telling _ me, t:hat you wa.s an old crofs woman, who, being pail: pleafure, would not allow any to others; fhe. faid farther, that, as you was not a .perfon of noble birth, and had . n.everJi.ved io the .great world, you could not be a judg_e of the b_ehaviour, that became young ladies. of . rank ,; _in fhort, ihe faid a thoufand things mo,.-e, _ which l can a1Ture you, I never believed .. 

We have always a great deal .(l)f•company in , the country ; and as the gentlemen are very PC?" lite, they always fay the mofi civil and ~greeable _things to me. I · began· to fufpecl:, that 'my new friend and a-c-quaintance looked,. up0n thefe civi:. lities with fome je.aloufy _; for, as .ibe is. very ugly-., no one makes her any compliments. I Jet her foe .what . I thought on the -matter ; upon this, fhe ki!fed. me, and told me, that,. as I was 'b . .oth young~· '.and p.renier, than fhe w.as, iccould not he won­dered, that I ha'd the4>reference ; bur, ;foid .fhe, io fhew you. that I am not jealous. . I. have a . cou!i-ri, a . moil: amiable. perfon, who -'dotes on me, as ugly as I am; for my part I don't ,love him ; and an.other genrleman has my heart . . Bi.it, for all that, I am · greatly pleafod whh being loved by the other. It flatte rs my va­nirx, and; befrdes, he is fo g9od humoured, and · 
c;om .... 
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-eomplaifant. All his endeavours are to pleafe me, 

and he makes me prefenrs of all the trifles, I can 

wiih. A lover of this temper, you fee, is not 

to be flighted ; . and yet, I will make him over 

to you ; I have defrred him to be here to morrow; 

you .are a charmer ; he mufl: love you, as foon as 

he fees you ; I fhal11ofe him ; bur, if you have 

him, that is comfort enough. 
I own, Mrs. Affahle. I was not a lircie pleafr.d 

with my friends favorable account of my beauty; 

I was however ihock't' wirh: -her · er-itertaining two 

lovers, and ::uked -her, if her mother khew it. 
That is a g\)Qd one with aJl my heart,-anf wered 

my friend. Can you think-me fo ftupid\ as to l€t 

this come to her knbw-ledge ? But, now J. thi-f'.k. 

on'r, won't you go and declare t::iis to your Mrsi, 

.Ajfahle? I call' uell you, l 'ihaU never forgive you,.. 
a~nd will ceafe being your friend, uolefs- ·you pro:. 

mife faithfuily never to fpeak the leafr· word 

about ic to her. 
J .fhol,lld not have made her this promife, but I 

was fo apprehenfive of forfeiting her friendfhip, 

that I came into her terms. Can•you.forgive me_, 
1\.1rs. Ajfahle ? 

Mrs. -Ajfah/e. Yes, very freely, dear lady. -Every 

fau]r, that is owned, is forgi ven; .but go on. 
Lady f//itty. I continued, and - told my friendJ 

that I always looked upon· it as very dangerous, 

t~ lifi:en to men, unlefs they came with hon.orable 
propofa]s. -

Hark'e, faid. fhe, I lov:e thee and·· will ' ma•ke 
thee happy. There is not a greater plea.fore in 

the world, than numbers of adorers i there's no 
harm in it; one hears them taik, and that's all~ 
Promife me now to love my ~c:oufin; if · thou JjkMl 
him .. 
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To what purpofe would i½ be. faid I? He rn·uft alfo pkafe papa and mama ; without that they never will give their approbation of fuch a marriage ; and, I am fore, I never will marry without their coofent. 
Then lady Mifchie_f, to encourage me, fell upon all her adventures. She has alteady had five lovers ; and told me, ihe would go on changing, tiJI ihe could Jigbt upon a. proper perfon to be her husband. 

, 1\frs . Affable. Indeed; fhe blds fair for waiting a long time. Young women of that fl:amp are too defpicable, and too much contemned ever to -fimd husl:-ands. Good God! dear child ! into what fad hands • a re yol1 fallen ! But· continue your account. Did the coufin come? 
Lady liF"itty. Yes, Mrs. Ajfahle; and a charming y01.1ng perfon he is ; but that was not the motive 1 had t_o love him; 'twas rny wretched pride. He praifed me fo much ; and I am fo fond of praife, that I foved him, I thought, out of gratitude. Mrs. Affable. Did you tell him fo, my dear ? Lady Witty. No, Mrs . .l!ffah!e. But my friend <lid ; and I had not the courage to diCown her; I even went fo far, as to tell him, that he would pieafe me much, if he would make a propofal to my parents. 

. Mrs. A.ff able. What was his anf we.r ? . Lady Witty. That he would do it wirh p.leafure, but that he mufl: wait fame time; that he had no fortune, and he hoped to prevail with a rich uncle to do fomething for hi:m. He was very .earncfi with me not to mention it to any one~ it would' hinder him feeing me any more; and got: a promife from me, to give lairn rrow and then the meeting at lady Mifchiej's. I was there yefierday oiorning; ihe had the o;her Joyer with her; and, 
as 
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as we were in her apartment, -fhe pretended ihe 
had fomething fo fay in pi ivate to that other 
gentleman, and hoped, I wonld have patience 
to wait a moment for her. But I would not 
flay in the mom with this coufin of her's ; and 
away came I, I longed to inform you of all, that had 
·paffed; but durfi not, for the promife I had made. 
But, when fady Lucy fpoke of that terrible foreir, 
I thought .fhe fpoke purpofely upon my account. 
Thofe agreeable murtherers, I imagined, were 
my friend and that gentleman. What do you. 
think, Mrs. Affable? 

Mrs. Ajfabl~. Let me embrace you, my dear; 
and let us give God thanks for the favour he has 
fhewn you, You frood on the brink of a precipice, 
my poor dear child; fo1\ afrer all, if thefe thing, 
fhould be known in the world, your charaB:er 
would be loft. Can you conceive, how dreadful 
the lofs of reputation is, at your age, at fixteen, ro 
be poinred at, to be a topic of conv.er.fation, and 
the fubj~a of ballads ? 

Lady Witty. Should it happen, I mufi: die of 
grief. But, as no one knows it, but my friend 
and you, it can never be publicly known. 

Mrs . .Affable. How can you call that infamous, 
creature, your friend ? She will be the very firfi: 
to pul)lifu it, unlefs-you will follow my advice in­
tbis matter. 

Lady Witty. Yau need only command, Mrs . 
.Ajfablt; I am fo forry for my imprudence, that I 
VJ ill fubmicro e1Tery means, you {hall propofe fu·r 
tepa:rri r.g p~(l; mifrak.gs. 
·· Mrs. Affable. I hop-c you will, dea.r lady. The 
ti.db thing, yqu have to do, i_t to declare th.e whole 
,matter rn my lady. 

Lady Witty. 0, good God! if ever ihe know ir, 
ih~ never will look ~n me more. 

. ' Mrs, 
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1\ifrs. Ajfahle. You are mifl:aken, my dear; yot1 ' 

have certainly been very imprudent; and this 
will trouble her lad yiliip extremely; but fhe will 
take your confidence· in good part, and wiJI be 
pleated with your giving her timely notice. But, 
foppofe .fhe fhould chide you, which I don't ap.­
prehend, have not you. deferved it; and is it not 
very proper you fhou]cl undergo fame penance for 
this fault? . Remember, mifs; FrivolouJ. She had 
no reafon to repent the confidence, ilie repofed in 
her father. 

Lady Witty. But, foppofe ihe fhould forbid 
that' young. gentleman · ever feeing, me, becaufe 
he has no fortune·? 

Mrs. · Ajft1hle. His_, want of honour, and not of 
fortune, will be the reafon to forbid him. 

Lady Witty. You will have-it, that I excufe him, , 
b.ecaufe I love him. N 0, Mrs. A.ff.a hie, I affure you, it is only to give him his due. He has a 
great deal of worth ; and that is the grounds, on which my inclination refl:s. Lady Mijchief has 
entertained me \·.vtth an infinity of good things, he : 

•has done ; he is very charitable; and, in the 
country, he gave great alms to the poor. 

Mn . ..If Jfable. And, if I convince you, that he : 
is a knave, will you 11-ill Jove him? 

Lady rf7itty. No, on the. contrary, I will hate · 
him and defpife him .-

1',1rs. Affable. Don?c you fee plainly, that he is- , 
engaged in a plot with your unworthy friend to 
ruin you ? Open y9ur eyes to fee the difa{l-rous 
confequences of their confpiracy. All the world . 
knows-, that you will be extremely rich. Your 
lover is, and always will be a beggar ; what he· fays of his uncle is a tale of a tub, trumpt up ro · 
gain time, aad V:1bich time he wiH make ufe of, 
to difhonour yon, .and fo1;-ce your friends to com~ 

in~o., 
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foto this match. He would have continued, ·a! 
long as poffible, meeting you privately; he would 
have engaged you to write to him ; and, when h<i 
thought you was q.uite enamoured, he would 
have procured his .intrigue with you to be made 
public, fhewn your let ters, and contrived matters 
fo well, that y_ou muft have been the whole town • . 
talk, and '. by that means not one man of honour · 
would ever have thought of you: Then your 
a.ffl.iB:ed parents muft of. neceffity have · confenred 
to th.e unba.p_py match., and perhaps died of grief. 
This the reco.mpenfe of the care, they have had in 
your- ed.ucation ,, this the grateful return for the 
tendernefs, which you have always found from 
t_he kindeft of par.ents ? Had he been a man 0£ · 
:worth and honour, . infiead' of coming into .lady 
Mzfchiej's fcheme, he wouJd have warned them of 
the dang~r you. was expofed t'?,_ .in his :lhamefol 
coufin's comp,any ·; _that would have been an in- • 
france of .honour and affettiGn, and might have 
interefied, in his fa vcur, both my ford and my lady ii , 

who value virtue more,. than all the wealt:h of· 
the Indie~. 

Lady Witty. Say no-more, Mrs. Ajfahle . . M1 · 
1 eyes are open ; that gef.ltleman and his .co fen a re · 

monfl-ers, I am determined never to fee again -; , 
and, this very .day, my ,mother jhall know all. 

Mrs .. AJJ:a'ble. You m.uil: befoles, but, widi 
my lady~s leave, w 1ite a thundering letter to lady 
)'vli;chief, and tell her tha.t you were fo fcandalized 
c. t her offering_ to ]eave you alone with that gen~ 
tle ma•n , that y..ou immediately a f:quainted m y lad y: 
your morher witlf it, and begged . as a . favo nr of 
her ladyfojp never to Jet her come within her door , • 
.Farewell, my dear , and profper; make ha f}e-;.. 
-an<l p.µt your good r efolutions into execution ;· 
abov.e all thing_s, remember to thank. God, who- , 

3W. 
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in·his goodnefs. has-been gracioufly pleafed fo fiop 
you on the brink of ruin. 

D I A L O G U E xxxr .. · 
Mrs. A F F A J3 1. 1. · 

W E have, I th.ink, gone through all that· re.­
fates to Romulus. Lady Senjible, tell us, 

who was his focceffor. 
Lady Senjible. After the death of R~mulw, great 

diff-erences arofe at Rome ; the Roma1u and 8a­
'hines each pretended to have a king of their l'lal 
tion. In the end dre Romans · ijletl:ed Numa Pot1t­
piliu1. He was a Sabine, who lived rntired in the 
¢ountry, and only accepted the crown, becanfe, 
l1e was told, it was in his power to do much good 
in that high ftation• He made it his fiudy to 
foften the manners of rhe Romans, by feaching 
them to refpefr religion . . He m:a€red a. temple to 
be erecl:ed in honour of J anu1. This Jcmu; for. 
merly reigned in Italy, and his fubjefls were fo lrnppy, that the poets feigned, that:, whenSaturn was 
baniihed heaven by his fon Jupiter, he retired int@ 
this prince's dominions, and bro1.1ght with him the 
golden age ~ as it was called. As this prince was­
extremely noted for prudence, he was repr€f@ntfd-

. with two faces, t0 fi gnify, that he did not ·forget 
the paft, and that he looked forwar.d to the tliii-ngs, 
that were to come. January for the fame reafon 
took its name from Janus with a refpecl: to the 
paft, and to the follo~ing year: Janus'~ teln ple 
was co- be kept :fuut rn time of peace, -and coi:i­
ti.nued fa during Nmn!i-'S i:ei-gn> whith la!led-fortt 
three y€ars. • 

IvUf~ 
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J\i{ifs Bella. The other day, a gentleman was 
faying, that he would erect a fiatue for the perfon 1 

who cot1ld Drnt rhe ·temple of Janus. I did not 
underf1:and it then; now I do. He meant the 
man, that could bring about a peace. 

Mrs . Ajfab 'e . Yes, my clear, and I would fay 
the fame. P1eafr to go on , lady SenjiMe. 

Lady Sinjible. 'Julius Ho/lilius focceeded Numa., 

and opened the tern ple of Janus on the following. 
cccafion. 

Rome, increafing in power, pretended to carry 
it above A/ha, it -; mother city. WhiW: the two ar­
mies were in fight, and on the point of engaging, 
fome perfons of bmh nations, with a view to 

fpar·e the eifufion of blood, propofed a choice to 
, be made of three perfons on each- fide to repre­
. fe □ t their refpecl:ive nations, and agreed, that the 
city, whofe champions fhould get the better, 
fhould command the other. 

The terms were accepted. The field of battle 
pitched upon was a fpot of ground, between the· 
·rwo armies, and railed out. The Roman; chofe 
three brothers, called Harati}, to fighttheir caufe; 
the Lali111 left theirs to three brothers, called Curi­
atii. At the firfl: onfet, two of the Horatij were­
flain, but the three Curiatij were wounded.; and· 
the remaining Horatius was unhurt. N otwich-

. fl-anding this advantage, he thought he conld not 
undertake by himfelf to kill three men, who 
fought like dejperadoes; upon which he had re-

. courfe to craft, and pretended to fly. The La­
tins, feeing this, filled the air with joyful and loud 
cries, whilfi: the camp of the Romans was under 
confl:ernation. 1\,1:ean while, the Curiatij purfoed 
their enemy; but as they were not difabled alike, 
they could not keep together, and were foon fe­
pan.ted, T b.is w.1s what Horatius hoped for. He 

then 
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then faced about, and killed them one after an·:.. other. He immediare1y fiript them, to adorn, liimfelf wirH their fpoils, after the cufiom of thofe tcimes-. Among other things, was a very rich­:fafh, which his filler had embroidered for one of the Curiatij, to whom fhe was betrothed. When 1 
the conq ueror entered Rome, deck'i out with th is fafb, his lifter, \vho was -apprifed of the death of her lover, by the faih fhe had worked, was ove;,.. come with grief, and loaded her brother wirh re~ proaches, Horatiu; £1:ung to the quitk with his 
fifier's infenfibili-ty to the interefi and g1ory of his co untry, and carried a way by a-rough and bru~iih z-ea1, run his fifier thro1,1gh with his f word, and faid, if thou- valuerr thy Jover, more than thy country, and thy brothers, this will fend thee tb him. All were ihuck with horror, at this bar­barous attion ;- he was feized and carried before <Julius Hojlill~uJ, who, as he defired to fave Ho,atiurp left the cau fe w the people of Ro111i. The father pleaded for the fern, and, with eafe, moved the 
people to compailion, and obtained his pardon. 

Mifs Frirvolous, I coultl not have· pardoned this 
inhumanity ; his poor fifier would have reproached · her Jover, had- he- appea-red before her in the fpoils of her brother. 

Mrs . .Ajfahle. Very likeJy; one · is more forry 
for the di{l:rdfed, than thofe in profperity. Go on, lady Senfible. 

Lady Senjib!e. A lba was' obliged by this vicl:ory to yield the fuperiority to Rome, and Tullus pre­tended, that twenty five Latin colonies fhould fol-. low the example of their capital. This occafion~d new q11arrels and wars, wherejn the Romans were always fuccefsfol: in a very li rrle time Alba took .meafures to fhake off her fuhjecl:ion to Rome ; and <Julius, being informed of their defign, deftroyed 
' that . 
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that city and carried off the inhabitants to R r,11i.o o­

This king is fuppofed to have been killed with 
lightning, . 

Ancus Marcius fucceeded. He united in hi5· 
perfon,. all the· warlike qm:rlities of Ro1J;ulus with 
tbe pacific and relig.ious virtues of M,ma . His 
neigltbours imagined, that a man, who profefied 
fo niuch religion, mufi: want. courage ; but he 
convinced them,. that, tho' he Jo ,ed peace, he un­
derilood the .art. of war,. a.nd always came off witu• 
advantage,. whenever he was attacke<l . 

There was a-t thar time, in Hetruria,. now calJ-­
ed <Jujcany, a man of great talents, but in little· 
eileem with his neighbours . . His wi fe <J anaqui/7_ 

faid to him 0ne day, why do you lo iter here ?­
go and fettle at l{ome, where all £\'rangers, who 
have any merit, a.re refpecl:ed. r arquin took hi:; 
wife's advice. It was pretended, t•hat when he 
came near · Rome, an Eagle took off .his hat and 
after flying up very high,. came and fet it again 
upon his head. <Janaquil,. who pretended great 
skill in auguries or foretokens, told him he wai 
to reign in the city; into which he was entering. 
'Iarqµin was perfoaded of the truth of his wife's 
prectiB:ion, and immediately took proper meafure& 
to arrive at. the throne, which he would never hav0 
thought on, without this, his wife's prophecy. 
. He fet. out with gr.eat profeffions of worth and. 
lionoun, which endeared him to the people. The 
report of his beha vionr reached the king, who de.­
fired to be farther acqua.inted with him, and, feeing 
his capacity, made him his confident. <Jarquin aB:­
ed the part of an • honefl: man fo naturally, that 
the well meaning Marcius was deceived, and at his 
death, Jeft him guardian to his two fons. CJarquin 
made a very ungracious return for the trufi: re­
pofed in. him by his benefactor; he engaged his 

pu .. -
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pupils in a party of pleafore to g.o a Iiunting ; and whilfi they were at this divedion he convened the people, and prevailed upon them to recognize him as their king. 

Iviifs Sophy. What can be the me~nin~ of that icience and knowledge of auguries. 1 he Ro-111a11s :rnd almoft all nations were very foperfi i­tibus in thofe days·. They pretended. to fore rel what would happen by thing, , which lay open co every man's fight. If a bird :flevr more to the right or left; if the heaTt or the liver of a bea.fl: offered as a vicl:im was found, 1f nothing ex ra­ordin:-uy appeared in the emrails, they c0nclu<led foveral future events, and form ed the.ir predic-tions. -Lady Louifa. But in proc·efs _" of time, the Ro­mans grew learned;. and then, I fuppofe, they faw the folly of auguries. 
1\1rs . .Affable. I believe, there were always me-rt of fenfe, who made a jefi of th1s fcienc€; bu they had not courage to d€d~.te their minds, for the reafon I am about to tell -you, 
.Be pleafed to remember, rhar the people had fome authority at Rome ; and, in time, it increafod> to ·that degree 1 that ther-e was. a kind of conrin:·al contefr between the Patricians and th@ Plebeians .. The fenate's determinari0n, in :lny point, was & fufficient motive for the people, to opp0fe th€ fe-: nate. This imperious people, had a great vene­ration for the religious fa ws and tites, eftablithcd by Numa ; the Auguric1 were no inconfiderable part of his inftitucions, and we1·e incirely in the hands of the Patricians, who on1 y were qualified to be Augurs, or footh-fayers-. So, that this was a fore means to hring in the peo~le, and co make them conform to the tefolutions of the fenatet Let us foppofo, that the people of Rome were for 

a war, 
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e. .•war~ and· the fen-ate for a peace; they examin'd 
t"he entrails of viS:ims, or beafts facrificecf and 
very gravely reported to the people, that the figns, 
or p-refages, we-re not ~t all favourable; if the 
engaged in battle, they !hould certainly be routed. 
This fufficed for the Roman1, to lay afide ex pedi­
tions, which they had -:fhewn the greatefi: ea_ger.­
nefs and defire to unde-rtake. You fee very pJarnJy, 
that it was the interefl: of their nobility, to main­
tain and encourage fuperflition, as a means to 
fecure the people's obedience. 

l\1i[s Bella. For all that, you fee 'Ianaquil's pre."' 
diB:ion provecl true. 
· Mifs Rural. When 'Ianaqui/ foretold any ~ning, 
fue was extremely de-firous it fhoµld happen; ih~ 
£J.lfo knew very well, that fhe could take very 
proper meafures to compafs her willies, as the 
Jadies wiII fee in the ca_fe of Servius. 

Mifs Fri-volous. I own, Mrs. Ajfahle, that, among 
many filly fancies I have, this Jhould be one, to 
know beforehanc;l, all that is to happen ; 1f God 
left a,ny favours to my choice, I would beg to 
·]mow all the future events of my life. 

Mrs. Affable. What would you be the better '? 
You would ·only have the advan.n1ge of fretting, 
and .being under continual vexations, and dread of 
the crofs accidents of life, that you had to go 
through? 

Mifs Frivolous. But co.uld not I prevent, what l 
Jorefaw. 

JVlrs . .Affable. In anfwer, I fhall give you a 
-little tctle t✓.iken O'Ut of the French Magazine. 
There was a man, as mad as yourielf, in this 
way. A fairy told him, that every firfi: day of 
;the month he ihould know a.11 that was to happen 
to him in the courfe of it. Mightily fatisfi.ed he 
;vas ; J,ut the Fatisfaction was not loJ11g lived, he 

. µni:i 
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,underfior...: on the fir 11: day of the year, that h~ 
was ·,n 'danger of breaking both legs and arms, aP _,. going mad, into the bargain. 

_ God be praiied, fud he; finc·e 1 know it, furely 
I can guarct againfr t he misfortune. I need only 
'keep my bed all January long, at Jeafi-, I £hall 
fave my arms and 1 gs. There he lay, and being 
a fhopk eeper, left rhe care of the fh op co his wife 
and ch ilJren, and nothing in the world could have got him out of bed. Bm, one blefi- day in the 
·morning, bei ng alone in his chamber, the ceiling 
fell in, and he was near being crufhed to death 
with the ruins. He was fo affected, that he 
fairly went mad, and continued fo, that whole year . 
. Being come again to himfdf, by di ne- of phyiic_, 
he had a vi(ic from the fairy, wbo had bci1:owed 

.on him this gracious gift. Very angry he wac;,, 
and cafi the whole blame upon her, ani to her he 
.imputed all his misfortunes·. Impure them, fays ,fhe, to your foolifh cU1:ioGty ; y our wife precau ... 
tions brought this upon you. H.d you been, 
where _you thould, that .is, in your I.hop, the ruins 
of your room would not have do ne you moxe ,harm, than they did to your wife and children . 
This i110uld teach you, friend, that thofe, who 
would know what is to come and guard again(}: 
accidents, draw misfortunes upoa the m/elves by 
their wifdom and precaution, which otherwifo 
won1d not have come to pafs. 

Mifs Bella . It appears very odd to me, that ;,an eagle fhall take off a man's hat, a nd after a 
while iet it again upon his head. I don't think i•t 
natural. 

Mrs. Affable. And, in effeEI: , it is not. But one 
muft not crive abfolute c red it to the Bomans, nor 
the Grecia~s , in thefe particub.r events, unlefs they 
were very public. Here, for~ mple, there wa.s 

.110 
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-po wirnefs, but 1'arquin and his wife, and perhaps 
a few £laves, who abfolutely depended of them, 
.and durfi: not fay to the contrary. A bird of 
prey could poffibly take off Tarquin's hat, and, not 
finding it eatable, Jet it drop. 1'anaq11i!, who 
piade the moft of eve;.7 thing, might irnbelliih 
the ftory, and, ~hen !he was placed upon the 

.. throne, tjie Romans had the _good manners to take 
her word. Generally fpeaking, l~dies, a fact is 
not to be fo ea!ily credited, when it refi:s upon 
.the authority of perfons, who have an interefi: in 
;idvancing a falfe fi:ory, more efpecially,if they are 
_not perfons of ft.riff honour. In fu_ch cafes yo1,1 
may be a Pyrrhonian, or fceptic. 

Lady /7iolent. What is it to be a PJrrhonian? 
l\1rs. A.ff'able. Pyrrho was an ancient philofopher, 

who being fully convinced, that our fenfes, for 
the mofi: part, impofe 1,1poJ.1 us, took it into his 
_head, to doubt of all things. 

Mifs Bella. Are we deceived by our fenfes? 
:I have, I think, exceeding good eyes. 

Mrs. Affahle. Not fo good, as you imagine. If 
you fl:ood upon a high rock, I fhould not appear 
taller, than your arm is long. Your eyes would 
deceive you, if yoL~ had pothing but the eye to 
judge b,y ; bt1it reafon reB:ifies that defeB:, and 
fhews, that the difrance is the ca),,lfe of my feeming 
,fo little. 

Lady Lucy. Y 01,1 a're a Pyrrho11ian, Mrs. Affable; 
you will believe nothing, unlefs it ·be proved. 
· l\1rs. Affable. That is a demonlhation, I am no 
Pyrrbonian ; for he pelieved, that nothing could 
:be proved. He denied nothing ; and he would 
o□ly fay, it cwas pojJible, perhaps it VJt!J Jo. Tbe 
_Pyrrhonian; have been humoroufiy burlesked in 
,one of onr plays. Harlequin waits .upon a Py,-rho­
,~frpt philofopher1 to take his ad vice ; the ·phi lo-

. · :fopher 
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fopher continually aniwers with a perhap;, and does 
fo by principle, thinking it a wife part, becaufe 
our fenfes deceive us ; and we frequeml y imagine, 
that -we fee, hear, and perceive things, which 
really are not.. Harle1uin, who grows out of all 
patience with this fluff, falls heartily on board the 
philofopher, and gives him a found drubbing. 
The pbilofopher w.as frrongly inclined to believe, 
he had been beaten, and expoftulated with Har­
lequin, who anf wered wi-rh great com po fore, perhaps 
fa, perhap1 not. What, faid the philofopher, do 
you make a fool of me ? I am very fore, I felt 
the application of your cudgel. But pray, fays 
.Harlequin, don't you know., chat our fenfes rnif­
inform us ? You imagine, that you have been cud .. 
gelled ; for my part, according to your doctrine, 
1 cannot fee any thing in the matter, that can be 
.depended upon with certainty. 

Lady Lucy I take thar, to be the be.fl: method, to 
refute thofe wife gentlemen; one muft keep a 
mean between ftupid credulity and r idiculous pre­
po:fieffion. But, Mrs. Affable, give me leave to 
obferve upon what you fately faid. You advife us., 
to examine frrictl y into extraordinary facts, when 
they have only fuch wicneffes , as have fome in­
terefr in their relations obtaining nedit. May not 
it be faid, that the apol1les were the only wic­
_nefies of J e(us Cbrifi's reforrection ? Th.is was :i 
iingular event; and it was their intereil to have 
Lt bef ieved. 

Mrs • .l!jfable. And it is very allowable to in­
,quire into the trurh of it ; the firfr chrifi:ians mufl: 
have been great noddies to believe the apofrles O.IJ 
their bare word. We will examine the proofs, 
when .'Ne go through the evangelical hifrory; the 
12ro0fs are cle;uer, than the fun. 

We 



D I A L O G U E XXXI. 97 

Vie have only one 0r two fl:ories of the OlJ 
Teftament left, which, if you pJeafe, we will con­
clude to day. Lady J/io-lent, tell us that of Da­
ri.ui's God. 

Lady Violent. Darius Cyaxares asked Daniel, \vhy 
.. he did not worfhip his God. I only worlbip the 
living God, anf were:i Daniel. I can affure thee, 
.faid lJariu.r, -that mine is a living God, and ftandc; 
me in prodigio L1 s fums to keep him fo. I order 
large tables, that are in his temple, to be covered 
-every eveni~g with meat ; and, in the morning, 
.not a fcrap is to be feen, .tho' the temple-gates 
,are fafely lock't. 

Daniel loved his mafl:er Darius, and was fenfibI y 
affeEl-ed with his infatuation, but \'vithal offered 
-to prove,_if the ki1~_g would give him leave, that 
his priefts \'-'·ere impofi:ors. Cyaxares confented, 
.and, having font in the ufoal provifions for his 
God's fupper, ordered the gates to be lock't, and 
,fealed them up with his own fignet. Now Danzel 
had commanded his fervants to b ring allies, and 
thofe they il:rewed throughout all the temple, 
whereby he made no doubt of difcovering the im­
pofiure. The next morning Darius re.paired with 
Daniel to the temple, and was in _great delight, 
when he found the feal had not been taken off. 
But Da"iel fiopt him at the entrance of the temple, 
.and defired him to obferve very particularly the 
:allies, that had been fl:rewed the day before in his 
prefence. Darius looking with attentiqn took no­
tice of feveral plain footil:eps of men, women, 
and children left in the afhes. · The •king was in 
the greateft furprife .; he took up the priefis, their 
wives and children, who fhewed him their private 
f ubterraneous paffage into the temple, which they 
made ufe of with all their families to go and feail: 
at the king's charges. 

VOL. IV. E Darius 
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Dar:{Js ordered the impo11:ors to be punil11 ed 
with death, bur he was a perfon of fuch wea'k 
judgment, that he never could Qet the better of 
his folly. He bad the weakn;;'ts to worfhip 4 monfl:rous overgrown ferpent, and would gladly 
bave perfoaded Daniel, that it v.ras a God. I am 
fhonger and mor.e powerful, than he, faid Daniel, 
and will flay him, if you giv..e me leave. The king 

_ .con[ented .; and Danie/took pitch, fat and hair, anc;i 
made a large bal] of this mixture, which he g&. ve 
the dragon, .and v. hich he attempting to f wa low 
ints choaked. · 

Lady /I aiy . Now this goes beyond compre,­
henfion, that there iliould be people fo void of 
fcn fe, as to adore fuch monfters. But is this all 
we :-i re to have out of the Old Teib.ment? 

.Aifrs . Ajf~hle. Tbere ,are frill very fine things 
fr fr in the frripture, as the pfalms, and th e pro:­
r!-;erical books; but as thofe are .not hiflorical, I 
:: m afraid of wearying you, v.·ere we to repeat 
;_ •,cm nov,,r ; for, indeed, I find we are chiefly for 
fr0ries. 

Lady Ma . .ry. And now and then .a pretty tale ; 
i,, e ha ·. e bef'.n long without any,- Mrs, Ajfahle. 
And yet you pr..o_miJep., we Ihould have thofe lad y 
.", ,,jible has c.ornpofed. 

Mrs. Affable. Well, my dear, I muf'r acquit 
:my promi!e . V/e have time enough, and the lady 
1.vJl now tell you one. 

Lady Smjible. There was a young lady, Emilia , hy na me, who, at twenty years of ~ge, v:as her O\~•n 
.mi1lrefs . ,She was a lady ot bigh binh, poffefkd 
nf are2.r -wealch, and fo beamiful, that ~h fight 
n - lier threw the beholders into admiration. She 
},i:! d, bdides, the moft agreE'able ternpt r, alld wit 
Jar 2.bove other perfons of her age and lex. Ru t 

/:::cc· many thought, ihe wanted &ood frnfe an d 
w as 

: 
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was very crofs ; fhe had, indeed, fame faults, 
that affected her head and her heart. Her pride 
was fuch, that fhe muil: always be in the right; 
and, when any took the liberty to contradict her, 
fhe broke our into the. greatefr excefles of pa.ffion ; 
all that were not of her opinion were 11upid, 
conceited and arrogant, as if wit and knowledge 
had been confined to her head only. 

I _told you Emilia was rich ; I muft add, that 
_ fhe was as generous; fhe made noble prefents co 

the perfons ihe liked, but fhe liked only tho!e, 
who were of her opinion; chafe, to be fure, were 
pei::fons of wit and merit. It muft be owned, 
that, if, after you had for a year together come 
into, and applauded every .thing !he faid and did, 
you had .ventured to give her a bit of advice, 
it fofficed -to lofe all favour that moment. She 
had a fifl:er by the fame father, bm not the fame 
mother. H~r name was E!iantha. She was a: 
m oil: fen fib le young lady, and had an unfeigned 
love for Emiiio, and could not foffer the flatterers, 
who corrupted that nacura1 fund of happy difpofi­
tions and endowments. Elia11tha was not rich; 
the great fortune came hy Emilia's mother ; but 
fhe who, as I faid before, was kind hearted, let 
Eliantba want for nothing, a.nd even invited her to 
come, and Jive with her. The lifters did not 
agree long toge ther ; Eli{.wtha was too fincere, to 
continue in favour with a perfon, who would hear 
Aothing but what anf wered exatUy to her way of 
tbiriking. , 

Do as we do, faid Emilia's f ; iencls and relati:bns 
to Eliantha ; as you want to live with your lifter, 
flatter her and the rather, becaufe you are fore by 
that means to obr:i.in all you wifh. She is fill y 
eno Jgh to think herfelf perfect ; lee her have her 

E 2 way, 
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way; her folly' can only hurt herfeJf; be fo coqi­
plaifant, ~s to conform to her fancy. 
, I fhould be forry to do it., anf wered Eliantha_. 
I love rn y [ifier too well to be affifiing and aiding, 
to complete her ruin. This good you.ng lady W(mt 
on admonifhing Emilia of her faults, who was fa 
provoked, that, after ufing her very ill, fhe turned 
'her. !ifier out -of doors. 
I: Emilia, being in the country, faw one day _a 
.country-man abufe a poor old-woman, that had 
broke .a _pail full of milk,_ as ihe was walking 
.along. The poor- creature protefied much and 
more, that :fhe had .not done it on purpofe; that 
Jhe was _very fhort-fig-hted ; and that £he was ex­
tremely grieved for the ac~ident. Nothing could 
.appeafe the brute; in.fiea.d of giving ear to the 
poor woman's excufes, he fell on her with ' the 
:mofi injurious language, and, it was thought, 
.would have gone on from words to blows. Emi­
,Jia, who always judged well, where her pride 
,vas not concerned, fpoke to the pafiionate churl, 
how can you, faid ihe, abufe the poor woman, 
who begs your pardon ? She is forry for the rni.lk 
that is fpi,~t; you ought to forgive her, it is a 
.fhame to fcoJd people for ,a ccidents, and what 
,they never intended, · particularly, where it does 
.n_ot m end the matter. H ere 's a crqwn to pay fo r 
,the pail and the milk ; let me hear no ·more of it. 

The old w0m::m gave Emilia m any thanks for 
·lier great cha ri.ty ; ,and ihe asked the poor WG.r 
m an feveraJ quefiions about :her age and ci rcum­
frances ; ihe really pitied her, for ihe appeared 
,to be fpecial poor . \ VhiJfi the oJd woman an ­
f wered her quefiions, :ihe happened to tread upon 
.poor little Cupid's foot, an extreme favorite of 
·.£111ilia's. Imm edia tely Cu yelled molt piteoufly ,; 
:.the air rung with his .cries; he faves himfelf in 

l1is 



\ 

D I A L O G O E XXXI. 1oi' 

his mifl:refs's arms. She, poor lady, all in tears­
for her little dog, fell into an extreme pafiion, 
and was more abufi ve a good deal , than th e 
conntry-brure with the pail. The_ atRicrcd old 
woman was all in a tremble; 1\1adam, I beg 
pardon, fhe faid, I did not really do it on purpoie. 
Emilia, infiead of being fatbfied with the poor 
wretch's excufes, lifted up her hand to fl:rike her ; 
when the old woman appeared in an ocher figur~ 
to Emilia, and looked like a lady of a mdelruous 
afpeH, and, with a fort of fneer and fcornful air, 
repeated Emilia's · words to the rough coumry..­
rnan. 

Nothing is fo ·ngly, you·faid not long finc e, ais 
quarrelling-with a perfon, who begs your pardon, 
fo r a fault committed by mere accidem, and· 
without a.ny premeditated offence, particularly, _ 
when the damage cannot be repaired. Let ciiis­
o.pen your eyes, the lady continued. The paf­
fiuns, to which you a re abfolutely given -qp,. 
hinder and perplex your underil:anding, which i9 
ttatural1 y good and found. Their influence make9 
you unjulr, capricious, peevifh· ·and fi11 y, tho' 
God has bleft you with the be£t difpofitions, 
which you will not fail difcovering as foon, as 
you go ferinufly about fubduing your paffions. 

Ah, Madam ! faid Emilia, are you an angel, 
er a kind vnius font to · undeceive me ? I am 
neither angel, nor fairy, the lady anf wered. I 
am known by the name of Reafon. I -was in°· 
tended to govern all mankind ; and had they con .. 
tinued fubjefr to my authority, I foould have 
guided them to true happinefa; hut unruly paf­
fions , my mortal enemiesr have difputed my 
fovereignty, and have prevailed upon moil: to_· 
cafl: me off. I am forced into banifhment out 
ofmy own dominions, arid have very few fubjeB.-s 
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left. Would you be one and make an , add.itiort 
to my empire? 

\Vith all my h-:!art, Emilia replied ; but I fear 
my paffions will get rhe better; they are fo noif y 
and tumultuous, rhar I fhall nor hear your voice. 
I talk very loud, RuJjon anf\-.vered ; bur, as you 
fay very well, the pnilions ra.ife a great uprnar ; 
and this inconvenience mufi:- be guarded againft. 
You will find in your clofer a looking glafa ;- it 
.is the mirrour of Rejlell ion ; when you defire to 
know yo .1 r firnation of mind, to difrover the difor-

. ders it lies under, and find out the proper remedies, 
retire to your c1ofet. Lock the door carefully, and 
confider your fdf in the glafs with attention. I 
~m very fore, you wiJI not do this long, before 
you find {hong impulfes to correct your faults. 

Here Rea/on difappeared, and Emilia not to 1-ofe 
a moment, went home and ran immediately to 
the clofet. She found the glafs mentioned by 
Reafon ; but it was fo dim, that ihe could difiin­
guifh nothing. She remembered the infi:ruction, 
fhe had to lock the clofet door ; fhe began to fee 
fomething, but fa very imperfectly, that fhe 
c0uld not make out the objects, that feemed to 
prefent rhemfelves to the fight. Now fhe was 
tempted w give up all thoughts of farrher trials;. 
however D1e gave a check to ·the motion, anci 
was determined not to leave the place, till ihe 
had feen what Rea/on had promi:ed her. Upon 
this account fhe fat down q uiet!y, and uied all 
poffib]e efforts to keep 'off uielefs thoughts, that 
fhe might only attend to the glafs. On a fudden 
:fhe difrovered a hideous monfter; the fight 
had like to have frightened her; that is you, faid a 
voice to her, which ihe found out to be that of 
Reafon. Perhaps you will think, fhe was very 
thankful for the informar_ion. No, not at all ; 

on 
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on the contrary, fhe was (o enraged with the com­
pariJon betwGen lier and the monil:er, that !he got 
up in a fury to b reak the curled glafs, which pre­
fonted that ungracious object. The fame voice 
calied again very loud, what need, it faid, co 
find fa u lt with the glafs ? 1Tis nor the glafa, 
m akes that ugly figure, but your foul, the obj:-cl-, 
which it repreients faithfully. Tho' you ihouhl 
break it, the object wiE 11ill be t);e fame. If you 
will ac'r rationally, the only w a y is to deface ch a ~ 
reiembJance by a change of manners. 

In effect, Emilia faid, a.JI I have to do is to 

take .and follo·v,r the n.d vice of Reafon. l am refol­
ved; I will moderate thofe unruly paffions. Un-. 
doubcedly I fhall go through great difficulties ; but 
the greatefr may be overcome wicb the atfiO:ance 
of Reafon . 

. Miis Bella. Begging pardon for interrupting 
you, I don't well unierfland, how the looking­
glafs came to be fo dull, when Emilia ·came into 
her clofer. 

Mrs. Affable. Don't you fee, that the mind un­
fettled, and taken up with what is feen, and what 
i:s faid, is not fo well difpofed to make ferious re­
flefl:ions ? Have you never ieen yot:1.rfelf in the 
water. 

Mif's Bella. Very often, in the country; I can 
fee myfelf in -a pond as well, as in a glafs; but 
the water muft be very fl-ill. If the wind blow 
or my brother fling 'in a ftone, then I fee nothini 
di ftinB:ly. 

J\1rs. Affable. The mind, or foul is like that 
pond, my dear. When it is frill and calm, it may 
by refleEtion fee irfelf, as you do in a glafs ; but 
if it be di{hrrbed , you fee nothing. But, ladies, pray, 
make n o diffo:ulcy, when you have a mind to a~k 
a qnd Ho.n. Vv e are here for amufement and 

E 4 inihuc-
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infi-ru8:-ion. Betides, the allegory being a Iono­one, it will be fome eafe to lady Senjible, wh~ mufi: refl from time to time. 

1 ady Senjible. WhiH1: Emilia was in the clofe , a fervant knocked at rhe door, and told her, that' her aunt was come to pay her a vilit. She was a lady of fome fifty years of age, but intolerably whimfical. She never was of one mind, and to Jive in peace with her, you was to have no win but her's. And indeed all ·avoided her; fbe wore out the patience of her poor fervan.ts, and was .forced to keep none. Emilia c·ame fro;n the Glofet to receive her aunt's vifit, and, after the Yfoa1 civilities, her aunt acquainted her, that fhe ·came to take leave, and w/ls going into the coun­try. That infi:ant Em;/ia heard the voice, now, fa-id Reafan, you have the finefi: opportunity to mend, that can be ottered; if you have courage enough t-0 accompany your aunt into the country, you muff every moment renounce your own mind to be guided by her's. 
- Emilia trembled at the propofal; but as ihe had, a great !ha re of refolution, 1he overcame al-I diffi­culties, and [peaking to her, Jvfadam, faid fhe, l mufl: take the air, and .fha.11 be obliged to you, if you will give me leave to wait upon you. The good aunt was highly p1eafed with the propofal~ and asked her, how they fhou1d go down. Jufr as you p1eafe, Emilia anfwered, oh! fa.id the aunt, I am abfolute1y indifferent a.bout the matter, you fhall chufe, my dear niece,. and to morrow at eight I will come and take you up. As you have not determined any thing abcut the carriage, if. yon pleafe, we will go on horfe-back. I am charm­ed with the propofal, faid the aunt, I think it ex­ceffi vely ridiculous to be confined. and .[mothered 

m 
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iti a poil-chaife, and jolted from head to foot. 
There's an end on'r, we'll ride down. 

When rhe good lady was gone; Emilia was in 
a fad taking at the thoughts of the W1·etched rime, 
ihe was to pafs with her aunt; She compofed her 
mind, . and faid to herfelf ; as J. a:m refol ved upon 1 

a-change of manners, 'tis befr to do it handfomely9 • 

and once for all. In reality, I am going to a , 
fchoo1 of patience for a quarter of a year; but 
I £hall be abundantly rewarded, if I come back 
wich a becrer temper, and a grearer mafrery of 
my own will. \,Virh thefe thoughts fhe fieps into 
the cJofet ; how great was her furprife, when ihe 
faw herfelf in the glafs and fo much come into fa­
vour! The features of the monfrer were very neat· 
gone. Then Re«jon fpoke, and !aid, the work is· 
half done, when it is undertaken with true refolu- · 
tion. 

Mi[s Friv~lou1. It is very comfortable, bue· 
what, I -can fcarce believe; I have had a mind this 
long time to get the better of feveral faults, and., 
ftill continue the fame. 

l\lfrs. Affahle. That mind . is not very fincere. ­
Take notice; when you defire any thing earnefr• 
ly, you rake p.roper -mea.ns to fucceed. Was I to 
tell you, that, for rhefe ten years, I haa been very 
defirous of making a fortune in trade, hut could 
not bring it to bear, you would certainly fay, 
what hindered . you ? Have not you the befl: ­
goods, are not you obliging and civil to the dea­
lers, who fend them to you, and to cuftomers, that 
make ufe of your £hop. Suppofe l anf wered, thac ·· 
has ne~er been in my thoughM; the maid buys · 
a-nd fells, as ihe p1eafes; I cannot rake the trouble 
of looking after the goods, nor be confined to th~ 
jhop., io forye cufio,mers. 

- - . - , E . .S Oh .1 
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Oh ! then you would certainly tell me, I never intended to make a fortune ; if you had any fuch thought, undoubtedly you would have taken the rneafores neceffary to that effect 
Ifaythefamecoyou, my dear. Are you for making a fortune, that is, are you for reforming yourfoJf, and for a true amendment, fot your hand to work immediately after Emilia's example. Don't fay, I CZ-LoulJ, but I -will, and you will foon fee the fuccefs of your endea ·ours. 

Lady Lucy. This is one of thofe wiihes you men­tioned co us riot long ag0 . It is enough to wifb, to put us immediately in a way to fatisfy our de­fires ( that is, with the grace of God). Thefe wifbes continue as long, as we Eve, for we always find fomething, that we wiih mended. · 
Lady louifa. But Mrs. Ajjahle told us, that wifhes and defires were obfiacles to our happine s. Mrs. Affable. · Yes, when we have it not in our power, to obtain what we wifh, they mufr be tor­ments. On the other fide, when our willies are fatisfied, and we poifefs what we defire, we are happy, provided tbe re is fomething new, that we .can fiill wiih for and obtain without the help of creatures, and under the affifrance of God, which will neve r fail ns. Go on, Lady St,,jihle. 

Lady Senjib!e. Now Emilia was whdly taken up in preparations for her country-journey. She had no riding-habit; bur ihe knew her tailor was accuftomed to her whims, and would lea ve all other work unfiniihed to fa cisfy her. She font for him. 
1 muft, faid fhe, have a riding-habit by eight o\Jock tomorrow. It is now eight in the eve·­ning; you rnufi work all night; in ftort, I will have it done. Let it be very r-Jch and hand­fom_e; l iliall nor di1pute about th.e pri<;e, if . rhe · · habit 



r 
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habit is a very fine one. M adam, faid the tailor, 
that i~ enough, you !hall be pl afed; indeed the 
tailor himfelf was yery much fo, when Emilia 
had theie crotchets. She never grudged expence. 
She would pay the bill without looking it over, 
and he was ufed to ask twenty pieces, where the 
work had been well payed with ten. 

Emi/;a could not get a wink of fleep, for the 
hurry and agiration ilie was in from the defire 
of feeing her habit. The tailor came by five in 
the morning, but, through the greatefr misfortune 
that can enter into the mind of man, this artiil·, 
tho' perfeEtly well acquainted with her !bape, had 
cm the habit fo i!l, that it pucl:eretl on all !ides. 
The firfl:: thought Em_t!ia had was to tear the ha­
bit in pieces, and next to beat the tailor. Imme­
diately, {he was firuck with the voice of Reafon 
calling out with might and main. If you yeild to 
paffion, you will disfigure your foul and not mend 
the habit; had not Rea/on been extremely loud, fhe 
cnuld not have heard the admonition; for ange1· 
and vexation made a horrible noife and bufHe at 
Emilia's. She filenced them at lafl-, and faid 
to herfelf, I was on the point of behaving yery 
fooliihl y ; I muf1 take care, and, indeed, it would, 
have been to no purpofe. She fat down, and cafl:­
ing her eyes on the g rot:nd, Die was fame time 
like a frarne withouc any morion. For ilie was 
taken up with reprdling the fallies of her paffion. 
When ihe grew calmer, ihe fpoke co the tailor 
in a foft tone ; I have, faid ihe, three hours good, 
before we iliall fer out ; do you think you could 
mend the habit in chat time ? The tailor, who 
fhivered for frar, and expeaed a drubbing, was af­
tonifhed to foe her in that eafy temper. 1\fadam, 
faid he, I iliall be back again in two hours, and I 
_don't doubr, but you w~U be ple~fr_d, . . . 

' · When 
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When the tailor left her, .fhe hafied away to her looking gla.fs. The alteration, ihe obfrrved, encouraged her to go on ; fbe thanked heaven for the graces befiowed on her, to get the maflery of her pafEon; and tho' ihe pleafed herfelf with the th oughts of her finery in the new habit, fhe refol­v ed to be quite eafy, tho ... that ihouid be fpoiled. The tailor came back in two hours. The habit. fitted to a nicety, and E·milia waiting for her aunr­walked about every way acrofs and long.a large room, fet out with glafs pannels and pier glafies to obferve her habit on all {ides, It feems :fhe had full time for it, for her aunt came not till ten, which gave Emilia freih occalion for a new· victory ; for :fhe jufi longed to break out, but. thecked this defire. 

The aunt had a habit of a year's fianding, and fomething foiled; it made a horrible figure near Emilia's; and the good lady was fo vexed, that foe was ready to cry ; but as fhe could not re­fol veto go in her o]d habit, ihe fpoke to En.:lia!> indeed niece, faid fhe, it is exceffive hot. There. is no going on horfeback ; · the fun would make· my head ake; I mufi e'en undrefs., and make ufe of my pofl:-chaife. 
Emilia fa.w perfe8:Jy, where the fhoe pinched; and reafon faid to her, why fho uld you make the poor woman uneafy? She is real ly filly to be jea­lous, becaufe her habit is not fo fine as yours, but' are not you fillier, to keep feveral men up all night, to farisfy the fancy ycu had for a new one ? ln­terefi made them facr;fr.:.e their natural refi: to your whim ; why foould not virtue prevail with you lO facr:fice this habit to your aunt's jeaioufy? you. may make her happy at a iinall ex pence. 

Emilia, attentive to this a.dvicc, telJs hP,r 2.unt, 
fhe would aifo undrefli, whllft they went for her 

- fOft: 



D I A L O G U E XXXI. 109 

poJr-chaife. And indeed, added she, I am, this 
very miuute, fallen out with the new habit I 
liked fo welJ this morning. The colour of yoUJ~ 
habit f-qits my complexion better. I wifh .mine 
fitted yoY-; and we would exchange. Try it; 
we are much of a height; and I think it .would do 
nicely. The aunr agreed v.r.i.th pleafore to the pro­
p_ofal; and when they had put on the habits, 
nay, faid Emilia, now you :fba11 keep it ; it fies 
you to a wonder, no one c.cu'd think, but it was 
made after your meafure. You Jofe by the har­
gain, my dear; but, ratht'>r than diiublige you, I 
accept of the offer. 'Tis a bargain, fad Emilra? 
let us cnly think ne,w of breakfafting. Mean wbjle 
comes up the po.R:-ch,.iie and the aunr, who longed 
to !Je feen in this charming habit, th•;uc ~t, fo ~he 
faid to her niece, that th~ \v ea.ther Wi::l ~ no t [0 hor,. . 
the fon was got behind a c1ol1d , a cool breeze re­
frefhed the air; why fhou not we make ufo of · 
our horfes, ihe went on, , JW they ar,:: ready? · 
With a great deal of pleai utt , anf wered EmLha, . 
whofe patience was a1moft ,l 1 an end, but who • 
kept in her refentment fo, th:lt it could not be 
obferved by her aunt. 

Lady Louifa. She had more virtue, than I pre- . 
tend to; the blood boils in my veins with only . 
hearing the frory . \Vhat would happen, if it was . 
):ea.lly my cafe? 

]\-1i[s Zina . You have too Lad an op,inion cf ·· 
yourlelf, I dare fay, you would do as Emilia did. 
After all, what was there in it, a mere trifle ? 
Where is the greax matter to go on foot, on horfe .. -
back or in a coach ? Yau. fiill go, equally, every 
way. 'Tis a grea t happinefs , when we can, at: 
fnch an eafy rare, fati sfy pcrfons we live with. 
'Tis even our inrerefr. Jr makes people good , 
!rnmo:urcd, enJirens co,q.v~r!af.iOn, and gives an, 

agree:-
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agreeable foftnefs of temper to the mind. If E· 
milia h1d nor condefrended in that pretty manner; 
what fad company fhe would have had of her aunt 
powting all the way down! In the main fhe had 
a better bargain, than the aunt with the new 
habit. 

Mils Frivoiou;. I make' a plain confeffiori ; I 
am a wcman every inch . A new fuic is, with me~ 
an affair of importance, and takes up my thoughts 
above a week ; gueJ~ at the violence I muft offer, 
t o myfelf, had I made a prefent of ic Eke Emilia. 
Yet I own, that Mi{s Z ina is in the right; and I 
made the evperimen t yefrcroay. Se veral blonde­
handkerchiefs \Vere brough t to our houfe; tbere 
was one far prettier, than the refl:; my fift:er and 
I both reached our hands, at the fame time, to 
that handkerchief; I was fo .1.ething before-hand 
with her, and got it. She was fo out of humour, 
that fhe was picking a quarre l with me, all the 
long day, for trifl s ; and I was fo out of patience, 
I had it in my mind twenty times to throw 
the curfed handkerchief into the fire, that th -: re 
might be no more ,vords about the matter. 

M,s. Affable. Could not you have done much 
better? Would tbat :fine exped ient have brought 
your Gfl:er to temper ? What do you think, my 
dear? 

Mifs Frirvo/1Ju1. I own, it would have put her 
more.out of humour; there was only one means 
to calm her, v.,hich yeO:erday I would not have 
employed for the world, but :fhall to day,- and 
pleafe God. I will make her a prefenr of the 
handkerchief. 

Mr:: . (i!fable. This is, what we call going effec­
tually about bufinefa. Had we Emilia's gL fs 
here, you would find yourfeJf more beautiful by 
one half. Bµr, lady Witty, ycu fay nothing there, 

and 
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and {ir mooping. Come, be chearful, my good 
lady. Tell me what youol>ferved in thisitory. 

Lady 11/itty. The artful mannel· of Emilia, in 
making her aunt a prefent of her riding drefs. 
She does it in a way that aims at diipenfing, 

- with all thanks. That has not been my way hi­
therto. When I dif'pofe of, or give any thing, I 
e 1,petl: they iha:l be greatly obligated to me. I 
fee off the preient, I praile and talk much about 
it, and gi"ve them to llnderf1:-and very plainly, how 
I part with it, for their fakes, tbat rhey may be 
the more grateful in exr reffing their acknowledg­
ments . 

.l\1ifs Fn·'7.,olous. I ihould have done the fame, 
but for this f:.n!ib]e reflell:ion cf lady Witty. I 
will make my advantage of it; and tell my Jiiler, 
that I have no manner of value for the handker­
chief. 

Mrs. Ajfah!e. This is running from one ex­
treme to another. It is unbecoming to fay, I 
give you this, becaufe I don't care for it any 
longer. Bue you have a particular reafon not 
to behave in that coarfe m;rnner. Mifi don't love 
you; and, in charity; you muft try all means t-0 
gain her a:ffettion. Tel1 her, you are fond of your 
h und],erchief, but more of her being contented 
and fatisfied ; and that you are glad of this occa­
fion to pleafe her, in making her a compliment of 
this bagatelle. Go OD wirh your Emilia, fady Sen­
jible, you mufr be delighted with her for being 
the cccafion of fo many u'fefo l reflettions. 

Lady S enjib:e. I ari1 indebted to the ladies for 
their kind atrenrion to this trifling performance . 
Bur the reflections they make are more a proof 
of their folid good fenie, than of the merits of 
this Tait, I go on. 

Emjlia, 
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- Emilia, upon the road with her aunt, com 0 

• pared the peace of mind, the fatisfacrion and tran­quillity £he enjoyed, with the difficulty Ihe had to overcome herlelf, and found there was no compa­ri.fon. What a fool have I been hitherto, Ihe faid to herfelf! My pleafure before, was to have every body about me, fu.bmit to my fancies; and now I "find far greater fatisfacl:ion in complacency to others; I am happy in their being pleaied, and-­enjoy two pleafures inftead of one. . Emilia, is now got into the- country, and fiands with courage co the firm purpofe ihe had , made, never to gain-fay her whimfical aunt. By what has been already faid, ladies, you will judge what fhe had to fuffer, for fo confiderable a time. It muft however be ovrned, that only the firfi: , J.110nth was troublefome; one may grow accuf­tomed to any thing; and, when Ihe came up to ·town again, fbe was near deceiving herfelf into a fancy, that her aunt was ftrangely mended, fo little was ihe affected with her continual contra­dictions; fhe hardly perceived them, fo ~s to take any very particular notice. 
The fidt vi(ic at her return, was to the faithful Monitor, the M irror of Rrjleclion, in the cloiet. How great was her tranfport. The moniter was va- ­nifhed, her mind amazingly beautiful ; and .Reafau appeared to her, under the fame figure fh.e did at firH:; Emilia, faid :fhe, when the fi r P.: graces are•. well employed, we deferve new ones. I here pre­font you with a ring, tha t v.rill fecure you that tranquillity, which you now poffefs. \Vhen you have it on your finger, a ll rhofe, you ihall fpeak ro , w ill find themfelves neceili rated to fay what they tbi11k, and to difcover the in mofi receffes of their hearts. But as the ring can only fcrve twice, keep ~ 1,;arefully to make ufo o it, in the two 

m ofl; 
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moil important affairs cf life. After thefe 
lair words, Reafon difappeared, that is, Emilia 
ff~ver faw her under that vifible form, but she 
found, that Rea/on had taken poffeffion of her hcarr, 
which gt1ve her tbe mofl fenli-ble fatisfacl:ion . Bue 
yet the ring gave her great uneafinefs; ir was to 
be ufod in two of the mofr important affa irs in 
life, but was not info rmed wha t they were. 
At ]aft fhe concluded in her own thoughts, that 
nothing could be of greater confequence to her, 
than the choice of true friends, and of a man of 
worth and honour for ' her husband, and kept the. 
1~ing for thefe two occafions. 

Some time after, fhe fell dangerouily ill, and as• 
fhe was brought in appearance to the Jail extre-­
mity, ibe made her will. Youth, and a happy 

- corn1itution carried heP through this ficknefs ; and:, . 
when the re·covery wa-s complete, fhe invited her 
relations and friends to a grand entenainmento• 
All congratulated with her on the joyful occafion ; . 
and the compliments on her prefent fiate of health~ 
after the .danger .!he had efcaped, app,eared fo fin-· 
cere,. that ihe was almofl: inclined to think, foe was 
happy in a great number of friends. She thought 
immediately, ihe could not have a better opportu-­
nity to try the virtue of the ring, and diCcover, . 
whether the affection, which her relations and 
friends rrofened, were real. She put on the ring, 
and infranrly a lady, a cofin of her1s, who .fhewed 
all the dem0nfirations of kindnefs poilible, chan-­
ged her countenance. Hadfr thou been good for 
ought, fhe fa.id, thou wouldefr have given the crow· 
a. pudding; 1 am fore, I hoped fo, and expected 
to take poileilion of all thy cluflers and fprigs of 
diamonds, which came to me by thy will. 

Ar~ you mad, child, faid her mother, that 
fpoke Iafi ? Did.ever any one talk fo f.oolifhl y to • 

h ;r oc ers . 
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others ? I had more reafon, than you, to wi[h 
her death ; that would have repofleHed me of a 
confiderable efta.ce, which her father Hole from 
mine, and which no doubt {he had bequeathed to 
me, 'by way of refiitution ;· but -I confine thofe 
things to my thoughts, and I could have Jived a 
thoufa.nd years, without ever mentioning this affair. 

For my pa•rt, fays another, I wi-fbed her dead, 
not out of any interei1:; £he had taken care of that, 
but out of pure revenge . W ouH you believe it ; I have adored the filly creature above two months? 
I condefcended to applau :1 every impertinence and 
focliih thing fhe c0uld fay; I have been a-martyr 
of all her whimfical chimcrjcal fancies, in hope's 
of getting fomething by her. And yet £he left me 
1mt one lmnd.-ed pound, which, if all was well cal­
cufa ted, is not a renn y a-lie for all,- 1 have told in 
her praifc. 

I fhould never end, ladies, were I to repeat all 
that was faid by thofe faJfe friends. It fuffices 
:that Emilia was folly convinced, thefe . perfons, 
with all their folemn declarations of love and 
-e/1:eem, had im-pofed upon her, or at leafr, that 
.their affeRion, if any fuch wrls, refred chiefly 
1:1pon their hopes of fome advantage from Emilia. 

There now remained after the ochers had fpoke 
no one but her aunt, with whom -fbe had been in 
the country, and her ha:f-ii.{1-er Eliantha. As to 
me, fays the a11nr, the ring fhe left me would never 
have made me amends for her death; fhe is a good 
child; and has been infinitely kind and complai­
fant. She made me a prefrnt of her habit, be­
caufe fh._, fa w, I was rea ll y jealous of her L,eing fo 
handfomely iet out, ar:d very generoufly feemed 
to take no notice of my weakr.efs in that re1l)ect. 
S! :ch things muft not be forgot; they gain the 

heart, 
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heart, fue has got fuch fa{l- ho]d of mine, by her 
kind behaviour, that I have left her in my will 
all I am worth,- and fincereJy wifh her to Jive and 
enjoy it Jong. I mufl ovm, I w ould keep my 
will a fccret. Each of my nieces fi1rters herfelf 
with the hopes of be;ng my fo]e hei refs ; rhis 
makes them very fobmiHiv P, and they bave all 
the greateit com plaifance fo:- me, which by rhe 
bye, I laugh at, bccaufe I know what it means. 
They wilJ be rarely bit, when I die; I could wiih 
to come again in four and twenty hours, am.I be 
di'i·erted with their four'Jooks. 

Alas! faid Eliantba, I am pleafed, my dear 
aunt, with your affection for Emilia ; at the hot­
~om fhe deferves it, tho' she is fo much out of 
the way. Her faults and imperfeE'rions have been 
€ncouraged by thofe vile animals we fee here ; they 
were the caufe of t.he difference between me and 
this dear lifter, whom I Jov.e more than my own 
life. I would have willingly laid down mine to 
fa ve her's, tho' fbe left me half her fubfi-ance. I 
give it up chearfolly, and would do the fame with 
the licrle I have, if fhe wouH only repay my Jove 
for her wirh her friendfhip; but it is to no purpofe, 
fhe will never love me, becaufe I love her too 
much, ever to flatter her. 

Emilia got up and embraced her aunt and G.ftet 
with the greateft raptures. She was going to lay 
before them, how fenfible ihe was of their kind 
fentiments in her behalf, when t-he chambermaid 
came in, wh0 wanted fomerhing in the room, and 
not being aLle to fiand again.fr the virtue of the 
ring, madam, fhe faid, I wi1h you joy of yoar 
rt:covery, and very fincereJy. 1f your difiemper 
had taken you half a year ago, 'cwou]d have been 
quite another matter; I wiihed you then fix foot 
deep in the ground, for you was as l.Jad as a 

little 
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li tt 1e, ... evil. And now you are grown fo good, fu· 
fote.~t rn your temper, that we all wept from rhe 
firJ: of your fervants to the Jafr of your foot-· 
m en. 

It is iiigh time, faid Emilia to clofe this fcene ; 
no w I ,m0w what I mufr depend on with regard­
to my friends . As fo on as the ring was locked up, 
t he confofion , the company was in, was beyond­
expreilion All were forprifed with the extrava­
gant difc-overies they had m ade of their own and­
oth.ers thoughts ; and at Jafr, as they could no 
longer bear the fight ,of Emilia, they foeaked­
a.way without a word more. 

Mrs. Affable. Now, la<lies, h:.d · I fuch a ring~ 
would not fome here gee a way in hafte for fear of 
faying too much?. I only j_eft, I don't want any 
:ring to know your thoughts. l\1ifs Sophy, what do 
y,ou think of what lady- Senfible has been faying? 

Mifs Soph;. I wi1J.1earn how to difiinguifh n·ue 
foiends. from-otliers7 and- fhal1 never forget, that_ 
they are not to be found amongft flatterers. I 
am moreover refolved to bear for the future with 
the humours of one you l<ncw·. 

Mifs Frirvolous. And I will ufe all my endeavours 
to get-thG better of my filler's a-verlion; tG be fore, 
I have occafioned it by my own fault, I often jeer 
her and make her fi-ill more oLftinate, inftead of 
giving her example, as certa.i.n1y an elder fifi:er 
ought._ . 

Lady LoTlifa, If I couH wifh for any thing, it 
:fhould be that fame ring. What a pleafure would 
it be to t1 nmask hypoc rites, flatterers, falfe friends ­
and wicked wretches! 

Lady Lucy. I would not t ake it a gift; and, . 
were I forced to accept it:; I would only m ake 
uf.~ of it in t hofe two occa!i.ons pointed out by 
Emilia. 

M.ifs , 
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·Mifs Rural. I agree with you, madam. Such 

;a. rino- could only ferve to make me hate all rhe 
,world. I could like a ring better that difcovered 
good qualities, than one that fhewcd hnperfec­
tions_. I am but too clear fighted with regard to 
defects., which hinder the efreem and affection, 
I fhould otherwife have for them. And I even 
,-think, th~t they affecl: to appear in their proper 
colours, as much as Emilia's relations and friends. 

Lady louifa. Well I my de?,r, I never obferved 
;that ; you would make one think, yqu had never 
_feen any good company. 

Mi[s Rural. I am inclined to fay, as Mrs. Af­
fable does. Let this be explained. Good company 
,are words, that are Jeon fpoken. Do you mean,, 
_madam, 5ne talkers, news-paper-politicians, amu­
fing, and agreeaWe perfons? I know a great many 

.. of that fore, but they do not come up to what I 
underfl:and by good company. I have feen a fody 
come into company, and joyfully welcomed by 
a11. You have, madam, fays one, the prettiefl: 
chofen gown, 1 ever beheld ; it becomes yo_l,1 
,wonderfully. For my part, fays another, I am 
.quire in love with your head-drefs ; you :fhould 
never have any powder in your hair, the curls 
,appear to the grearefr advantage without it. The 
poor fady was in raptures with being admired 
·about a quarter of an hour, and pofl:ed away to 
another fet to hear the fame corn pliments re,­
,F~ated. Oh -! could the ally creature have crept 
unperceived into a corner, to hear the conver­
fation, that paffed after her back was turned ! 
)leally, fa.id a lady, with fame malice in her 
looks, the lady's filk is very well chofen; lut., 
.among friends, her age and thofe glaring colours 
don't at all agree ; fhe thinks it will .give her 
.~n air of youth, as if all the world·did not know 

. ' .that 
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tha,t fhe is on the wrong· fi.de of fifty. 'Tis a pity, 
fhe ,is fo ridiculous, otherwiJe ibe is really a good 
fort of woman. I wonder, fays another, how 
ibe can be fo mad, as to go in a dreffed gown ; 
it requires the finefl: fhape, why does not Jhe 
wear a French gown ? it would become her bet­
ter, and fave her :r;nantua-rnaker the trouble 0£ 
lining part of her gow.r;i, wh.ich eannot be fo 
nice! y done, that the other fl1all not be feen by 
e,ery body. I'll tell you a fecret, fays a third. 
The other day, fhe ran great lengths in commen.­
dari.on of mantilleI, and would I have been per­
f uaded, I was to iet up the fai11ion, that fhe might 
_rake tµe advantage of that fort of drefs ; bur, 
God be ,thanked, I don't want any foch things. 
Let her hump back alone, fays a fuurth, .and .o~ly 
_mind her head. She has fc.arce ,an inch of fore,, 
head ; fhe fpends haJf the morning in plucking 
the hair to contrive fomething of a forehead. But 
ic is to no purpofe, her work is diic.overed by all 
that fee ber; if fhe uied pow der, it wo ld hide 
~he defecl: fomething more; and would be of 
farther fervice, on account of her fl:aring eyes,, 
and of her skin which is none of the fine it. 

Now, lady Louifa , is nqt rhis the converfation 
of the good company you frequent ? Am not 
l in the right to fay, that there is no need of a 
ring, nor of putting them to torture to difcover 
.the malignity of their hearts. V/hat is very fin ­
,_gnlar, th efe ]aft ladies were no fooner gone, Lut, 
in their turn, they became the fubjecr matter of 
o:mverfarion. The lady, who fpoke of matilles, 
.was very blind, not to fee_, that fhe was all awry; 
_tb._e other was too much upon detratl-ion, to be ~ 
,rnethodi O-. She, th~t bhmed her for an affetl-a­
,,:io.,Il of youth, had laid by priva tely half a fcore 

vear. 'I . ., 
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years, .£he did not care to own. Have I exceeded madam ? Have you not feen this fcene re-peated twenty times ? , 
,Lady Louifa. I own it; but what is very firange, I have heard thefe things fo often, tbat they fcan­dalize me no more. One is tempted to fay with a certain perfon, we n:iufi ridicule, and detract freely from peo;.1½, or the time would be mor­tally tedious, but then it ought to he done with more JllOd,eration. I will frop here; and as there is yet another fcene, wherein the ring is con­~erned, I long to have it repreiented, and beg of lad y Senjib!e to go on. 

. Lady Lucy. But firil: give me leave, Mrs. Af­fa~le to picy Emilia's cafe. Is it impoffib1e, that in fuch a .crowd, fhe ~ould only find one friend. That is very little; fhe mufl: now confine herfolf to her aunt and fifier; for it was impoilihle to carry on any corre1pondance widi' the wretches, that wiihed her death. 
1\frs. Affable. A real friend is a phcenix, my ~ear ; and it is very happy if we can meet with one, in the cou.rfe of life, bm this is not to hinder c1n intercoufe with ot}ler perfons Edi.des a friend, one meets with feveral acquaintances; many con­llecrions _are brought on, by neighbourhood, be­ing related, or dmies of civiliry4 Thofe fo i ts of friends are to be treated with all the refi)etr, _w hich humanity and politenefs require, with ~ kind of friendibip and inclination. But th e true friend cnJy is incitled to ~n in~imacy, a cordial . affecrion; rheie are, or fhould be his lot, and his ihare. Ladies, at your age, often enter u pon con­necriol)s, which they efteem as true and folid friendthip; it is of infinite c.onfeguence to their welfa re-; and I have known m any ruined by :bfl ving mifplaced their confidence. I fiand upo1,1 . ,ihi~ 
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this article, ladies. I really believe, that a larae 
.acquaintance with many women is more dang~-
rous, than that of men, and I earnefily advife you 

,to enter into the firiErefl: examination of the la­
dies characters, where you propofe to make an 
.acquaintance. Among· the ladies of your fiand­
·ing, there may be fame early and premature cha­
.racters; lmt, though it is very rare, I would by 
no means have you put an unreferved confidence 
in them ; _for~, although they ihould be endowed 
with all poffible good qualities, they would frill 
Waf?t experience, which is abfolutely neceffary to 
-give good and p1·oper advice. 
· Lady Senjible. Emilia found the ring too ufe­
ful, not to make the fecond and lafr trial. S'.1e 
·had a great number of lovers, who all afpired 
to be happy with fuch a partner, and who ap­
_})eared eqnally affectionate, amiable and virtuous, 
.and made her choice hard co decennine. She bad 
,them all together one day, and had fummoned 
rnofr of their friends to be at ·the meeting. She 
was defirous, in chuGng a husband, ro try, whe­
-:ther thofe ·\vhom she had hitherto reckoned her 
friends,had as difadvantageous thoughts, in regard 
..to her, as the relations, :fhe had 1a·rely tried. 
They were all very merry, antj in the evening 
Emilia began the experiment. 

The firfi, who felt the influence of this ring, 
was a young Marqdfs,, tht, rnofr charming fi­
gure of a gentleman, that could be imagined. 
Do you know, faid he, fair Emilia, that I began 
-to tire with the part, I have acted in this co med Y~ 
and in dancing attendance. I have amufed my 
creditors this ha.If year, with the hopes of our 
wedding; they reckon on being paid out of your 
fortune; take a fpeedy -refolution, I beg of you.; 
~s a fhame to let poor .tradefmen wait fo long 

and 
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a.nd, indeed, I think you are under fame obliga.- -
tion to me for fubmitting to appear a whole twelve­
month in the characl:er of a bafuful lover ; yes, or 
n9, if you pleafe, th~t I may take my courfo, and 
go in quefl: of another dupe, if you will not be 
duped by your humble fervant ; thank God, I am 
of a figure, that may, throw feveral in my way. I wilh you good luck, faid Emilia laughing. 
And you, 'iquire, faid !he, do you de!ire to marry 
Emilia, to pay your debts ? 

On the contrary, the gentleman, replied, th• 
name of a creditor is enough to throw me into a 
fever, and I have a mortal avedion to being in 
debt. To a void this, fad difhefs, I make obfe­
quious Jove to you ; . for, after all, I love ex­
pence. Ii ving in great· ftate, and am befides the 
heggarliefi: younger brother in all Gafiony. You 
fee plainly, madam, that it is impoffible for me -
to reconcile my love of fiate and aver!ion to debts, 
unlefs I can marry a rich heirefs. My fortune 
depends upon finding one in your perfon, which, 
be!ides your very great riches, is tolerably hand­
fome. I have therefore very great reafon to in­
fifi on your giving me the preference above thofe 
gentlemen, who have not fuch good reafons a~ 
m y(elf to defire you will accept any of them as ac 
partner for life. 
- The 'fquire had juft finifhed his harangue, when 
Oronte1, a young magifirate, began to fpeak. Of 
all her lovers, he was the perfon, fhe would have 
pitched upon, had ih~. only minded her inclination; 
and was under the gJ"eateft terrors, for fear he 
should go upon as unworthy motives as the reft. 

Beautiful Emilia , faid he, with a great deal 
of refpec.1: and ~ffecl:ion, if my heart had been at 
liberty, when I fidl: faw you, you would have 
found in me, no doubt, another adorer; but my 

Vot. IV. F hear; 
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heart was given away before. A tender a·nd 
c-onftant affection has engaged me to your fifier 
Eliantha; fhe makes a return of her's ; and death 
only can break through that u11ion, which fub!ifls 
between us. · . 

But why, Etnilia took him, up, and fp.oke with · 
fame emotion, what need was there to feign, that 
you pretended to me, when you was engaged to 
my fifrer? 

Pardon this feint, he anf wered Emilia, in a def­
pairin·g lover. An unnatural father obliged me to 
make my addreffes to you; I fi:ill hoped, that my 
want of.merit, and the coolnefs of my addreffes 
would determine you to reject me. I difiembled, 
to keep my inclination from my father; for, as 
I could not fubmit to be in a fituation never to fee 
Eliantha again, your houfe was the only place, 
where I could have that pleafure 
. D01il thou pretend to a grain of common fenfe? 
:fuid the father of this young gentleman, and inter­
,;upted him. Thou ?-rt alrnady poifefiecl of a con­
·ftderable efiate ; and, far from ufing endea­
vours to get as much more by marrying a rich 
wife, thou foolifhl y facriiicefl: this ad vantage 

.to a figure, that pleafes thee to day, and is fore co 
difpleafe thee half a year hence, when, in all fober 
fadnefs, thou wilt remember th~ foolifh frep it has 
made thee take. To be happy here, we only want 
money; with that, pleafores hono~i and even 
reputation and merit are purchafed. 

But, Sir, Emilia faid, I am not 1icher, than 
rny fiil:er Eliantha; my delign is, J;he lhall £hare 
my fortune with me, if you will confent to let her 
ba v~ your fon for her husband. I am willing to 
purchafe my filler's happinefs, at this rate, and a • 
gentleman's, whom I !ball think myfelf extremely 
happy to have for a frieI;d . I am much mif-

taken, 

I 
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iiaken, ·if my fiG:er's beauty has given birth to the 
noble paffion he profefles for her. . 

You do me jull-ice, madam, the young mag1[­
trate anf wered. E/iantha' :-, virtues would deter­
mine me to prefer the gift of her hand to that oJ a great queen. . 

.Romantic fruff ! cried out .the father, but, m 
!hort, lince Emilia is e'en mad enough to give away 
half her fortune, I am willing thou .fhould'fi make 
thy advantage of her fo11y, and marry thy prin­
cefs. I thould, I own, be frill better pleafed, if 
:fbe would engage herfelf never to marry, and 
make thee heir of that moiety {he referves. 
I I put in .a Caveat, faid a gentleman about thirty, 
and of a mofr beaut'iful but cool and fedate afpefr. 
Emilia, he went on, if you will give me your hand, 
we will folemnize the two marriages at once. 

This is really a rariry,' faid Emilia. We have 
been acquainted thefe five years, and you 
never gave the lea.ll fign of any inclination 
you even made intereil: with me not long 
ago in favour of the gentleman, who is to have_ 
E/iantha. 

Emilia, this gentleman anf wered, I am about 
to make you a fad compliment ; I am ferry for 
it, but upon my word of honour, I cannot for­
bear; my· heart fits upon my lips in fpite of me. 

You are•.l)eiiitifuJ, and you know it; you are 
well apprifed, that you have all accomplifhments, 
that can · 'J:lecome a young lady ; I obferved all 
thi s, the hrfi time I faw you, and I fell dotingly 
in love with you. Very happy it was for me, 
that I took an early habit from my youth to con­
fult reafon before fancy ; and the faithful advifer. . 
laid the cafe before me; Emilia, faid RMfon, is' 
certainly a lov~Jy young perfon ; that · is well 
enough for a m1ftrefs, bur not for a wife, who 

F z •· muft 
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rnufr be a perfon one may jufrly efreem. ls 
Emilia fo? 'tis more than thou knoweft; watch 
her n~rrowly in the mean time, concea] thy 
paffion with care ; if fhe fufpecred ic, 1he · per­
haps would put on fame confiraint, not to appear 
what fl1e is. 

Thus Rea/on, advifed, and I followed.her direc­
~ions. This firfr examen of your character \\as 
not at all to your ad vantage. I found you was 
a coquet, very whimfical; as proud, and equally 
ftubborn. Th~fo curious difcoveries fmothered my 
paffion, but , frill there remained an inclination, 
which I could not overcome; I was exceffively 
defirous to be your friend, and to have foch a fhare 
in your confidence, as would enable me to make 
you fenfible of your defects. You remember, I 
made an attempt of chis kind, and you cannot for­
get, how ill it was taken. I was under a necef.; 
ficy of 1a ying the projefr afide; I did not vifit 
you fo often, as I formerly u[ed to do, and contri­
ved, at lafr, to get you entirely out of my thoughts. 
I· continued however to take an interefr in your 
welfare ; I was pleafed with the addrefies Oronles 
made, as I thought, a man of worth might reform 
thofe irregularities, and, with that view, I again 
viiited you oftener, than I had lately ; you went 
down into the country, and I was much furprifed, 
when you returned. Difcretion, a fweetnefs of 
temper, moderation and numberlefs other good 
qualities had focceeded to your defects. Here I 
-began to b~ difquieted, and my heart refumed 
former fentiments; I did however conceal chem 
from you, and determined to wait, that I might 
be fatisfied ,· the change was real by its continu­
ance. Every day you appeared more and more 
deierving . of eil:eem. Your noble and generous 
liberality to your fiil:er fully con yinces me 

tha t 
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that your mind is :ffiJ] more beautiful, than your 
agreeable perfop ;. for, after all, you had an 
inclination for Dorantei, l faw plainly; you 
fi1crified it without hefitating a moment; and, 
who is capable of that violent effort, is able to 
overcome all difficulties. 

I will, faid Emilia, be as plain with you, and 
:fincere, as you have been . I never loved you, but 
of all men, you are the perfon, whom I moft 
efl:eem and would chufe for a friend ; and as I 
am quite perfuadcd, that the greatefl: happinefs in 
Efe is to fpend our days with a friend, I will be' 
yours. 

And Emilia, who knew the efficacy of the ring 
was now at an end, inilantly threw it into the 
fire. Her lovers wirh::l.rew in great confufion. 
and left the room to thofe, who had no reafon 
to b-e aihamed of their fentiments. Indeed Oronte!s 
father {bid ·; there was no need ot the ring with 
refpeB: to him ; nor was -it the virtue of the ring, 
that ma-de him fpeak his own thoughts, he was 
a public ·ad-orer of a great fortune, he ftuck to his 
text and rnaintained,afrer the burning of the ring, 
that money was neceifai-y, and money onJy was 
fufficient to make marriage happy. The four 
fovers Jet him talk on, as we11 knowing, an at­
tempt to put him on another way of thinking 
would be co no purpofe. Their nuptials were ce­
lebrated very foon after ; and oot the Jeafl: cloud 
interrupted their happinefs for the many years 
they lived together. 

Lady Lucy. A mofi charming allegory, in my 
mind ! It concludes jufr, as I would have it. ,I 
can't conceive, that rationa1 beings fhould fell 
themfelves for money; and I am, moreover, fur­
priied, tbat there arefo many peaceable marriages, 

. F 3 fine,,e 
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:fince they are generalJy brought about by in­
terefl:. 

Mrs. Ajfahle. You are much in the right, my 
dear ; nothing is more fhamefol, than marrying 
for mere interefl:. Prudence, however, mufl: have 
a proper lhare in the contraB:. Fine rapturous 
fpeeches are of too thin a fob1l:ance to maintain 
us, nor will they make up fortunes for children ; 
they are not current coin for the times we live in. 
It is certain, that it is much better to marry a 
deferving perfon without riche~, than a wealthy 

'man without merit; but fl-ill a com recency, 
mull be furpofed, and the merit mufl: be un­
queftionable ; a heart, that is prevented, is a 
very inaifferent juclge. Prevention beG:ows all 
good qualities 'on objeB: that is loved. There 
mull be a difinterefied umpire ; and, who more 
proper generally, than the parents? I fay, gene• 
rally; for there are cafes wherein a your.g 
lady has jnft reafon not to accept the choice 
of her parents ; but this feldom happens, and 
it is fafer to depend upon them in the choice. 
God bleffes our obedience to thofe, who have 
his authority over us. No marriage, at leafl:, 
ought to he entered upon againfl: their wi ll. 

.lVlifs F,·i-volous. That is very hard> I think. A 
young lady loves a perfon, that deferves her af­
fecl:ion ; and find's, fhe can never be happy with­
out him; would you oblige fuch a one to marry 
another? . 

Mrs. Ajfahle. No, my dear ! I would have her 
marry no body, but continue unmarried; and 
this is all tht= allowance , I can make here. 
The authority ·of parents is facred; wo to 
them, who fhall defpife it! But, if parents fail in 
their duty to thelr ahildren, this cannot authorize 
children to fail in· their duty to parents. The day 

. will 
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will come, when you will be a mother of a. fa­
mily; and, then, you w.ill undedland th~ extent of 

your obligations with reilJect to your fathers and 
mothers. ' 

_Mif$ Sophy. I beg pardon, Mr~. Ajf.:ible ; but I 
_beiieye you are miH-aken. You certainly mean, 

that when this lady has children, :fhe will know 
her own duty with regard to them ; for what 

conn~fiion is there between her children, and her 
obligations to her father and.mother ? 

.IVlrs. Affable. lam not mifl:aken, my dear; we 
never know our obligations to our parents, till 
we have children of our own. Care and trouble 

w·ich great folic"rude will put us in mind, what 

pains our parents have taken upon our accoun t. 

If you iedoufly refleB:ed u t on ·chis, ladies, the 
thought only, of difobeying mnfr make you trem­

ble. A moft fad accident happened within thefe 
three years. I beg ynur attention, mifs Frivo!ou, ; 

.it will ihew what danger there is in reading ro-
mances. ' 
' It1 a certain co~mtry there lived a baronet, who 
,had a daughter, an only child. Tho' he was not 
very rich, he lived hanc.lfomely in the country ; 

the Jove he h 1d for his girl made him fhcighten 
.himfelf to give her a good education, at leafi, what 

goes under that name. She excelled in mufi:, 

danced very gracefully, and bad cnlcivared her 

mind with reading. Very unhappily for the young 
lady, fhe was left to her choice as to books, and 
took the greatefl: pleafure in romance ,. The 

lady, who gave me this account, ~nd was a 

friend of her mother's, told her, that this kind of 
reading would fpoil her daughter ; but this was 

not minded ; and Betjj went on reading what :fbe 

pleafed. She was bewitched .with the adventures 

.of confram lovers, that are not to be met with 
F 4 any 
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~my where elfe, and who facrificed all to the.1r love. The poetical maxims fiuffc her weak head; a (;ottage with her love was beyond .a palace. Her father died; and, as if he had a kind of prefentiment, that his daughter would take fome extravagant ftep, he left her three thoufand pounds tied clown under condition, that lhe fhould not marry without the confent of her mother and the truilees. Near the houfe itood a chur-:h or chapel, where the country people pray'd and fong pfalms. She took · particular notice of a voice, that pleafed her above the refl:, and found out tbat the finger, who pleafed her fo muc;h, was a. farmer's fervant, tolerably handlome, but a moil: ftupid aAima1. She found means rn fpeak to him, and formed the noble project of taking him for her husband; her head was full of rleaiing rural fcenes of a country-life with fuch a partner. During thefe trnnfafrions Betjy's mother takes her up to town ; and, as fhe was very ami­able, a wealthy gentleman made his addreifes, offered to marry her, and obtained her mother's confent. All was now drawing to a conclufion, when our filly girl, with a view to out-ihine all heroines in romance, defired to have a wor'd in private with her future husband. Sir, faid ihe, the great e!1eem, I have very jufl:ly for you, pro• m iles me, that I fhall run no hazard in djf ... clofing a fecret to you ; I have for a Ion g time had an incJination to a certain perfon, and fhould have a fcruple, if1 married you, whilfr I love an other. I hope, you will difpofe mattera fo, as to break our intended marriage, and in fuch a manner, that I may not feem to be concerned iu the affair; it will be a piece of fervice, which I !hall never forget. 

la 
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In thefe cafes a man of honour is foon re­
fo1 ved ; the match was broke off, and very art­
fully, withvut the foafi fofpicion of Betfy's n~ving 
any hand in it ; . her mother took her d~wn into 
the country, where in a few months fhe married 
her country•bumkin, and forfeited her inheri­
tance. Her mother was chagrined, almofi, to death; 
:fl1e forgave her daughter, and ufed all fores 
of -endeavours to · put her fon-in-law into fame 

_ way of bufinefs, but without any fuccefs; he is 
·fuch a blockhead. Ac prefent the lubber drives 
a. cart and earns feven ihillings a w eek. The 
poor mother {hips lierfdf and wants neceffaries, . 
that they may be helped out. But this help can­
no t Jafl long, .£he pines with grief, and very {oon 
t he daughter m-uil reproach her felf with_ her 
m other's death. 

1\1ifs Rural. The young woman was a fool ; 
~nd fuch, only can b.e in. dang~r of -the like mis-­
f ortune. 

M rs . Affahle. T here are two forts of fo1Iy, 
1ny dear; one chat conlifrs in a woman's being 
t otally out of her fenfes ; and this, as it happens 
feld omer, may be the Jefs fa tal. T he other dif­
orders the mind, and keeps reafon from having 
its proper influence, which is the cafe, when a. 
Yiolent paffion gets the upper hand. This is- the 
foll y you ' mrift avoid. How many women of 
good fe nfe comm i.t g reater foll ies, than Bet/y? 

Lady Lo1tifa , Can ther.e be a greater, than, to 
marry fuch an oaf? ' 

Mrs . .Affable. Yes, lady; a · young perfon that 
marries herfelf againft the wiJJ of h er parents to 
a gamefrer , a. debauchee, a man without moralsp 
makes wit110ut all queilion a· worfe march , than. 
B etfy; her husband is very little above th e degree 
of a mere animal, a wretch without a.·forc.ur.1e l 

F· 5. hut 
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but in his way he is faid to be honefl, and to ref­
pecl: his wife. There is no doubt to be made but 
·fhe is happier with fuch a partner, than with a 
man of corrupt morals. 

It is high time to break up ; the leffon has been 
much longer than ufual. 

D I A L O G U E XXXII. 

Mrs. A F F. A B L E. ·w E are at length come, ladies, to the hifi-ory 
. of the New Teframentl. I muft beg of you 
to redouble your attention and your refpecr. God 
will not r.1ow make ufe of his prophets to teach 
us Ms commands; his fon becomes man to be a 
·saviour unto us, our mafier, and our teacher.. 
Let us put up oul' earneft prayers to him, that 
he will fpeak to our hearts, whiHl: h.is word founds 
in our ears. ·Lady Mary, you are to begin. 

Lady Mary. There was a· young virgin, whofe 
name was Marj ; fhe was-: exceeding virtuous, 
and none exceeded her in perfeaion. She was 
·of great quality, as defcended from the royal 
.houfe of Da'Vid, but extremely -poor·. It wa-s 
a law among the J ews for young women in 
fame ca~s to be married to a near r.elation. 
Thus Jofeph, who was of the family of David, as 
well as MarJ', married her. He was a carpenter 
by t rade, and after marriage he left her with. 
her parents. The gofpel m entions no reafon for 
it ; perhaps on account of her age . O ne day, 
that M ary was at prayer jn her roo m, .fhe faw 
an ange], who fpoke to her, Hail full of grace , 

faid 
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faid he, the Lord is 'UJith thee. Mary waJ trouhled 

at hi; faying, and cafl in her mind, what manner of 

falutation this jhould be. Fear not Mary, the angel 

faid, for thou ha.ft found grace <t.JJith God. Behold 

thou jhalt conceive in thy womb and bear a Son, and 

Jhalt ca/J his name J eju;. He Jhall be great, and 

Jhall be called the Son of the Mo/i High; and the Lord 

God Jhall give unto him the throne of his / athfr 

David, and he }hall reign o<ver the houfe of Jacob 

for erver, and of his kingdom there /hall be no end. 

Then Mary faid to the angel, ho-w can thi1 be, 

feeing 1 knorw not a man ? 
The angel anf we red, the Ho 'y Ghojl /hall come 

upon thee, and the power of the Mv/l High foal/ o-ver-­

Jhadow thee. 'lhtrefore that Holy thing, which foal/ 

be born of th1-e, /hall he called the Son of God, and 

· he hold, thy aifen Elizabeth, Jhe hatb alfo conceived 

a Son •..• for rt..JJith God nothing /hall he impoJ• 
fihle. 

And Mary faid, /jehold the handmaid• of tl.Je Lord~ 

/le it unto me, according to thy word. 

Mrs. Ajfahle. Let us make fame refieclions on; 

this myfterious part of the facred hiilory. The 

focond perfon of the Bleffed Trinity, determined 

to become man, chufes himfelf a mothet'~ He 

does not make this choice among queens, or the· 

rich ones of tlre world. Indeed Mary was of the 

blood royal, but her condition was as obfcure, 

as her defcent was noble. The ~ngel does no1= 

fay Hail, becauie rhou art of the family of'Darvid,. 

or beca1.1fo thou art beautiful. Such advantages 

are mean and defpicable in the fight of God and 

his angels _. Hail full of grace, 1a ys he, full of 

the love of God, meeknefs , charity , modefiy, in 
a word, of every virme. Thefe, thefe are the 

onl y real good things, the only things that are 

precious in the fight of God, wherew:ith he oleffes 
. F 6 . h~ 
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h.is mother, and thofe he loves. Hence we are ,, much blinded, when we fee a value upon any thing elfe, and facrifice thefe valuable gifts to the purchafe of wealth, reputation and other frivolous advantages fo much efreemed and prifed by a deluded world. 

Lady Lucy. But why was Mary trnubled at the fight of an Angel, Mrs. Affable? 
Mrs. Affable. The fcripture does not always give a reafon for the faRs that are related, but we may make ufe of probable conjeRures, ·and the following offers itfelf naturally to account for the tronble of Mary. She is alone with an angel, in the appearance of a man, and fhe hears herfelf prc1ifed . This was enough to trouble, and to alarm a prudent and modefr virgin. Here, la­dies, fhe gives a charming Jeffon to aH young wo­men . Praifes from men are always liable to fo!­picion ; and it is to be feared, that, who fees out with flattery, feeks to deceive. Go on, Mifs Molly. 

. Mi[s Molly. Zacharias was a priefi of the Lord ; and both he and his wife Elizabah feared God. They had no children, and being Ihicken in years were om of hopes of any. One day, that Za­charias offered incenfe to the Lord, and the people, according to cuftom, fiood without, he faw an angel on the fide of the alrar, who told him he would have a fon, \Vho was to be the precurfor 'of the Mej/iah, that is, to announce the coming of Jefus and ordered him at the fame time to give him the name of John. Zacharias faid unto rhe angel. T✓/7hereby /hall l lmow thh, for J.am o!rl, and my <r.v1fe ;s 0 ..ue/1 Jlriclmt in her d,1p? Bern~:re you have doubted, faid the angel, you :!hall be dumb till che birth of your fon. 

Mean 
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Mean time the people that ftood withour,. 
were furprifed at Zacharias''s continuing fo long 
within the temple, and much more fo, when they 
found, that he was dumb, and by the figns he 
made, that he had feen a vifi.on. After the days 
of waiting in the temple were over, he re­
turned borne, where after fome rime, his wife 
proved pregnant. Mary, to whom the angel had 
declared die pregnancy of her coufm E iz.abeth, 
croiled over the mou N"ains of Judea to vifit her:, 
and wifh her joy. When Ma,y, who then went 
with the Saviour of the world, entered into the 
houfe~ as foon as E lizabeth heard the faiutat ion of 
Mary, tht babe leapt in her rwomb, and Elizabeth 
,w~s filled rwith the Holy Ghojl. And railing her 
vo1ce. . 

Blejfed art thou, fhe faid, among '1-IJomen, and Uef­
fid is the fruit of thy <r.vomb. And whence i1 this to 
me, I hat the mother of my Lord foould c-ome to me? For 
lo, as foon as the •voia of thy falutalion founded in mint 
1ars, the babe leaped in my womb for joy,. And bit/fed 
art thou, who hafl belie'1.led, for thofe things foa/1 ht 
Jerformed, whi ch were told thee f rom the Lord. . 

Then Marj broke out, and fpoke thefe nobI~­
words : My foul doth magnify the Lord, and my J/i­
rit hath rejoiced in God my .fa-viour. For he hath 
regarded the low tjlate of his handmaid ; for, hehold, 
from henc__efortb all genera/ions foal/ call me hlejfed. 
For he, that is mi.ghty, and <whofa name iJ holy, hat!J 
Jone to me great thing1, and bis mercy is 011 them, that 
jtar him from gener~tion to .genera/um. He hath ex-
1rted the pov.:er of bir a rm ; be hath fcattere-d the 
proud in the imagination of their hearts; he hath put 
down the mighty from their feats, and exalted them 
of lo'W degrn ; be hath filled the hungry with good_ 
things, and the rich he hath Jent ~mfl~ away. lf~ 
hath ho/pen bit /tr'Vani J/rael in remembr~nce of hiJ 

mercy, 
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mercy, a.s he /poke lo our fat hen, to Abraham and his 
pofierity far ever. 

Mary abode three months with Elizaheth, and 
returned to her own houfe. 

Mrs. Ajfahle. How fublime is this fong of 
Mary ! I dare fay, you have often read and heard 
it, without particular attention. Let us refume 
it, if you pleafe, and each of you fhall tell me 
the impreffion it makes on your minds. 

My foul doth magnify the Lord, and my /pirit hath 
rejoiced i,i God my Saruiour. What do you think of 

' thofe words, lady Lucy? 
Lady Lucy. That tranfports of foy, are only to 

be found, in giving glory to God. 
Mrs . .Affable. Lady Ll)ui(a, you fee, that true 

pi:ety may be reconciled with the greatefl: happi­
nefs. To be tranfporced with joy, is to be in an 
extacy, and an extreme degree of happinefs; and 
this will ever continue in proportion to our piety 
and virtue. Let us go on. 

For he hath re,garded the low eftate of his hand-
maid; for beholi from henc.eforth all generations 

Jhali call me hlejfed. For he • ..•• hath done great 
thinv to me-, : &c. What do you fay to this, lady ' 
Louifa? 

Lady Louifa. I think, that humility is one mark 
of true virtue. Ma~y, become the mother of her 
God, recals to mind the Iow eflate, from which 
.Jhe was raifed, and attributes to Ged, all the great 
things, that were wrought in her. 

Mrs. Affahle. A very juft reflexion. Humility, 
:a mean opinion of one's [elf, is the touch-11-one 
·cf virtue. Talk of a woman, that gives her 
wealth to the poor, fpends the day in prayer and 
good works; and iecms to work miracles, if ihe 
is conceited of her virtue. if fhe dare to think, 
that ilie is above others, I am bold to fay, fhe is 

an 
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an hypocrite; her devotion is falfe, and her piety, 

a mere out fide. 
Lady Wittyr But, J\1rs. Affahle, fuppofe that a. 

perfon is truely virtuous, and does many good 

works,. that perfon cannot hinder her conciouf­

.nefs,. and thinking, that fhe is better,. than rob­

bers, and other bad livers. 
lVIrs. Affable. If that perfon is truely vir.tuous,._ 

:fhe will fay wi.th Mary: 'The Lord hath done great 

things to me. I have fa.id it aiready, and cannot 

forbear repeating., that vanity i's ever accompa.­

nied by folly 1 for every thing,.. that is good in us, 

is from God. If a robber, a woman of bad re­

pute, had been favoured with your lights, and 

. your education, perhaps they woutd have im­

proved them to greater advantage. This thought, 

ladies, . will preferve us from defpifing any one; 

and i( we ra:n ac.r on this principle, we ihall find~ 

that all have a title to fame ugard. How happy; 

would fociety be, if all were fo difpofed !' Let us, 
continue.-

.And hiJ mercy on iJ them, /~at fear him from gene­

ration to generation. He hath exeYt,ed the power of 

hi.I arm; he hatb Jcattered the prozrd in the imagina­

tio111 of their hearts. What is your opinion of 
this, lady Witty? 

Lady Witty. I.tis very terriMe to a :proucf crea­

ture, as I am. It looks, as if God parted with 

.mercy, when he meets vride~ He exerts his 

mighty arm to fcatter thofe, who rife by p11de in 

their thoughts, as dufi: is difperfed without leav-

ing any mark. 1 

, l\1rs. Affable. You are in the right, my dear. 

God feems to take pleafure in crufhing the proud ;. 

and the fequel of Mary's fang fhews it .. 
He hath put dov;n the mighty from ·their fta/1-~ 

and rxalted them of low degree; be hath filled th1 

hun ... 



136 The Young Ladin Magazint, 
hungry •u:ith good things, and the rich he hath fent 
tmpty away. . 

Lady Se11Jihle. To be in the dufr, is to hold a good place in the fight of the Lord. Thofe, who are placed there, who have always their nothing­nefs, and their duft before their eyes, are ex­alted by the almighty, and take room of the proud rich men, whom he puts down from the~r feats, and divefis of their grandeur and plenty. Lady Louifa . Good Goel, Mrs . .Affable, how dif­ferent are the worldly ma xims, to which we are brought up, from thofe of the gofpel ! Pre­ferve your _tank, retneri1ber your title, don't for-­get, chat you are rich, and are to make a great figure in the world. Thefe principles infenfibly t each us , that 'happinefs confifis in being over the heads of others ; and yet we can only be fafe, when we hlake ourJ'elves familiar, with the thoughts of our nothingnefs. 
Mrs. Affable. That is our firong hold, ladies, and mufi be the . ft;bjec'c of our ferious meditati­ons. Our no'thi11g rs, firicH y, our place, which J.lowever is 'no hinderance to obferving the decen­cies, t0 which your rank obliges you in the fit u­-ation, wbere you ate placed by providence; and indeed, the Holy Ghofl: fpeaks only of thofe, who a re proud ~n the imagination of their hearts. Our · endeavours mt1fr aim at reforming the heart'. Go on with the account of Zacharia,, lady Char• lotte. ' 

Lady Charlr:tle. Eiiz.ahetb was delivered of a fori, and all her relations hearing the great mercy God had fhewn her, came and congratulated with her. And when, he was to be circumcifed, they would have given him the father's name ; but 
Elizabeth oppofed it, and faid, he mull: be caJled 
J ohn. Why fo, faid d1ey, none of your kindr~d 

1S 
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is called by that name. They made figns to Za­
cha.ria, to know, how he ihould be called ; he 
took a writing table, and wrote, John i1 hi, name 
to 'their great furprife. At the fame time his 
~outh was opened, and he uttered his famous 
<:anticle, or fong, where after giving God thanks 
for announcing the arrival of the promif ed Mif­
Jiah, he willies all men to ferve God in juftice and 
·holinefs, before him all the days of our life. Then 
he added the following prophecy : And thou child, 
Jhalt be called the Prophet of the Moji High, far thou 
/halt go before the face of Jbe Lord, lo prepare bis 
way;, to girve /mow/edge of fal'Vation unto hi, peopl,, 
for tl:e remiJlion of their jirJJ, through the bowels of 
the merry of our God, ,wherein this rijing frm hath 
rvijited us from on high, to give light to them that 
fit in darknefs, and in the Jhadorw of death, and to 
guide oar feet into the way of peace. 

And the child grew, and waxed Jlrong in fpirit, 
..._ and was in the defarlJ, till the -day of jberwing unto 

ljrael, Luke I. ch. 
. Mrs. Affable. Obferve, de·ar ladies, that the 
Holy GhoH: never ceafes reminding us of our mi'­
fery and weaknefs. We are mere children, when 
we arll to walk in the ways of virtue, and the 
Lord muO: guide our feet. _ 

Mifs Bella. Give me leave, Mrs. A.ffah!e, 'to ask 
a quefiion. Why did Zacharia~ fpeak to his fon? 
He could not but know, that a child of eight 
days, could not under.fl-and him. ' 

Mrs. A.ffahle. Have you forgot, that Jahn be­
fore his birch, leaped for joy, at d1e arrival of 
our Sa vi our? That tranfport of gladnefs mufl: 
proceed from knowing the dignity of his great vi­
fiter. This knowledge, could not be without un• 
derfianding; and, confequently, we find, that God, 

-who can do all things; had advanced the ofe of 
rea .. 
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reafon in 'St. John, whereby he was able to un ... 
dedh.nd his father. . 

Lady Senfible. I have made a farther reflexion, 1'v1rs. Affable. Mary , in quality of mother of God, 
was in a very ruperior degree, above her cofen ; 
however fhe paid the firfi: vifit without ftanding 
upon the ptrncrilio's of rank and precedency. 

· lvf rs . .Ajfable. A very good reflexion, my dear ! 
and the example of Mary mufi: be efteem ed a very 
·11fefol leffon. Nothing i) more difagrecaG le in 
life, than a fet of people, who are ah,·ays ex-
_aniining, and weighing what is their d ci e, and 
'what they owe to others . T rifles muG: be over-

. looked for a quiet life ; and rat her more than lefs 
refpecr , th~n is du ' , lho ulJ be paid to all. 

Mifs Rural. I ha ve a nother difficu :ty. Mary 
and Zacharias u [e;: the fame terms, How Jhall this 
be? The angel fays nothing to Mary, and foretells 
a rigorous punifhment to Zacha1•;as. 

l\1rs. Affable. The que{Uon put by Mary pro­
ceeds from·prudence, and that by Zacharias from 
incredulity. I was faying fame days ago", that 
the Divine infpiration: of the Scriptures requir­
ed a careful examen. 'Tis but prudent and 
reafoh alone determines me to give the prefer­
ence to the law of Jefus Chrifi: above that of Ma­
homet. -When I am upon this inquiry, I never 
doubt of the thing~, contained in the fcripture, be­
ing poffible ; I know, that God is all powerful ; 
the only quefrion is, to know whether he has 
really faid, that he has done thofe things 

· Mahomet a11ures me, that he was taken up into 
hiaven, in his life time. St. Paul :; ffirms the _fame. I fufr end my judgment, and exa mine the 
motives, for the credibility of thefe facrs. After 
ftricl: fearch, M ahomet appears to be an impofior. 
St , Paul. on the contrary ,s afiociated to the Apof-

tlcs 



D I A L O G U E XXXII. 139 
tles of that J efiu, whom afcer a ferious examen 
I have difrovered to be the Son of God. And 
hence reafon obliges me to believe, that Mahomet 
impoies, and St. Paul fpeaks the truth. All forts 
of doubt do not oifend the Lord ; fince he pu~ 
ni!hes a doubt in Zacharias the doubt muft be of a 
diiferenr nature from that of Mary, which is left 
unpunithed; very likely he might doubt. of the 
almighty power of God, and the holy Virgin only 
de/ired to he afcerrained, that it was his Divine 
will, fhe fhould be the mother of God. 

This, ladies, introduces a very natural reflection~ 
It is very raf.h to judge our neighbour's actions, 
fince we have no affurance of the motives, by 
which they acted. I do not fpcak of all-ions, tha..c 
are morally evil. I can fay, without any ra!h 
judgment, that a robber, a murrherer i~ a bad 
man; I only mean actions, that bear diiferent af­
peB:s, and are good, or bad, by the determination 
of their motives, on either fide. 

Mifs Sophy. Give us an example of actions,_haV.•· 
ing thefo two fides, or different afpeas .. 

Mrs. Affable. I fuall do it with pleafure_ I heard 
a frory, yefrerday, which comes very pat, to 
underfrlnd the feveral lights, under which 
the fame thing may be confidered. There 
is a lady in town of great quality, who is ex­
tremely frugal and fa ving. She has a watchful 
eye over her fervants to fee, that they make no 
wafre; ihe bargains hard to have every thing, at 
the lowefi: price, and does not like unneceffary 
expences. This lady's proceeding may be on two 
different motives, a prudent frugality, or cove­
toufnefs. The world inclined always to inter­
pret on the worfe fide, has dec1ared her covetmis. 
But nothing can be falfer; as I !hall tell yo~. 

An 
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An Admiral Jefc three fans and a daughter, in 
11 very low condition. Their mother had been a 
·friend of the lady, I am talking about; and fome 
common friends judo-ed it proper to appJy to her, 
-in behalf of the unfortunate children. The lady, 
-that had the commiffion put npon her, was very 
Jorh to undertake rhe affair ; {h will give me ten 
'Or twelve guineas, faid fhe, to herfelf, and it will 
look, as if I tore her very foul out. Under this 
prevention, 1he waits on th e lady, and made ufe 
of every motive, that could raife compaffion, in 
hying before her this melancholy cafe. The lady, 
that was petitioned, complained much of the great 
fcarcity of money, whereby fhe was not able to 
do all the forvice fhe could wifh to have in her 
power on this occafi.on; &...e fa.id he r husb;, nd would 
-provide for the three fans, and gave her three 
'hu ndred guineas for the daughter. -she, that re­
·-ceived this furn, could. wit~ difficulty believe, that 
all this was not a dream, and heartily repentea 
'the ndh judgment fhe had enterrained of this 
lady; and fo mu ch the more as fhe difcovered. 
that charity, only, was the main motive, that in­
fluenced this pretended covetous lady w be fo 
frugal and fparing ; and that fhe difiributed con­
frderable fu ms to the poor, which fhe could not 
have done, whjrhout being particularly careful in 
a voiding ufel ::fs expences . /l, 

H ere you may obferve ladies, how much it~­
hoves us not to be overhafiy in judging a8:ions., 
where the appearances may point out different 
motives. 

Lady Witty. 'Tis now a long time, Mrs. Af• 
Jahle, fince you promifed us a frory about the 
dangers of jealoufy ; won't you acquit that 
debt? 

Mrs, 
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Mrs. A.ffah/1. Right, my dear, to acquit a pro .. 
m ife is ·, paying a debt; I will not delay any 
longer g.i.,_ving you.that fatisfafrio-!1. 

A Gentleman, m rorkjhire, had two daughters; 
the eldefr was called Emilia, the younger Bttjj. 
They were very amiable young ladies, and loved 
each other extremely, till about fifteen years of 
age, when there happened a breach between them, 
which I am going co tell you, how ir fell out. 

They had both a great genius for the harpfi­
chord, and had made an extraordinary progrefs in 
rnufi.c. The towH, where they lived, had no other 
fubjefr of converfacion, but the abilities and skill 
of the two fifiers ; and it was much difpured 
which deferved the preference; fome liked Betfy"r's 
playing better, and the ,others declared for the el- ' 
der. At firfi this caufed a iittle coolnefs between 
the two ; they overlooked thefe beginnings of a 
paffion, which degenerated into jealoufy, and foon 
after grew up to downright hatred. -

About this time came an officer to make fome 
fray in the country; he had been all his life · in 
town, and had acquired the reputation of playing 
perfeEl:ly well upon the harpfichord. The lifters, 
having heard of this gentleman, were very eager 
to fee him, each with hopes·, he would decide in 
her favour. The father, who willingly conde­
fcended to what they defired, invited the officer to 
a difh of tea, · and he was to be judge of their per­
formance. At firfi he faid no farther, than that ' 
both the young ladies, had exceeding talents for • 
mufic, but being urged to fpea.k his mind freely, 
he added, that Emilia, had. the lighter hand. No­
thing could come up to the tranfport of joy, that 
feized· Emilia, but Betjj's rage and defpa ir, who· 
from that time thought the officer a very difagree­
able perfon. On the contrary, her filler thought 

him 
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him a moil: lovely gentleman, and as he offered 
himfelf to give her fome leifons, fhe iliewed the 
greateft regard for hif!1. The officer, who was 
a villain with a great lliare of wit, foon found out 
Emilia's foible; and as his intention was to [educe 
her, he ridiculed Betfy and her genius for mufic, 
by which means he gained her jealous fifi:er's heart. 
When he was facisfied, that ilie was in love, he 
appeared very much dejeB:ed, and faid he mufr go· 
up to town again. Emilia, almofr in defpair, 
pre!Ied him earnefrly to declare his, reafons for 
it ; but he took ca.re not to be forward with too 
fpeedy an anfwer, and fuffered himfelf to be 
much increated, to raife her curiofiry. At Jail: 
one day, they were alone, he throws himfelf at 
her feet and declares the neceffity he was under 
to be at a diil:ance, in order to forget h..er, wbo 
was the caufe of all his mifery. I love you, faid 
he, and, as I a_m a younger brother without a 
fortune, I can never expect your father's conient. 
Emilia agr,eed to the impoffibility of a match. Ir 
you lo ved me, the officer replied, it is pofiible 
enough. l take my oath in the prefence of God, 
that r will marry you, when we arrive in town, 
if you will come with me; and when our nup .. 
tials are over, your father mufi: confent of courfe. 
Emilia was highly difplealed with the propofal at 
fidl; then by degrees !he began to Iifren to him 
with lefs repugnance, and at lafi: the fear .of lofing 
a lover determined her. But you mufr know, 
ladies, that he was a very rich man, and that the 
poverty he pleaded was only a pretex t , not to 
marry the unfortunate Emilia. When the came 
to town, fhe, reminded him of his promifo; whiHl: 
lJis love continued, he plied her with reafons for 
pmring off tbeir wedding, but the love of a wo­
ma1J, chat is not modefr, cannot lafi long, let her 

b@ 
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be ever fo bea1,1tiful. About three months after, the officer, grown out of conceit, declared to her with haughty fcorn, that he would never marry her. Tears~ fighs and grieving were to no pur­pofe, and he wearied with her complaints took a proper occafion co run-away, without leaving her a farrhino-. The ill-fated Emilia fell fick out of ' ::, 
defp~ir, and was conveyed to an hofpital. She was turned out of this place, fome months after, but fo altered, that. ibe could not be known ao-ain; fhe was reduced to the greatefr extremity, a~d forced to beg. A Yorkfhire gentleman faw . her; this young perfon, thought he, has a voice like Emilia, and a fore of refemblance to her. He examined her, and found by her anfwers to feveral qudtions, that he was not miftaken; he took a lodging for her, and wrote to her father for fome relief; but that came too late. Emilia wafted with trouble and fhame had made her exir, and died detefting her lover, her pride, anq the jea­louf y, which it had caufed. 

Lady Witty. You had gr~at reafon to call this a terrible -frory. Who wouJq_ have thought, that this little jealouf y would .: ha, ve ended in this frrange manner ! 
Mrs. Affable. This is the ufuat progrefs of paf­fions. Weak at firfl:, they gain fl:rength; and there is no excefs to which they will not lead t hofe, who entertain them with complacency. We have fomerhin~ yet to fay concerning Cyrus, ladies ; and lady Senjible will inform us, how he. m ade l1imfelf mafrer of Babylon . 

Lady Senjible. Baby/Qn in thofe days was looked u pon as impregnable, and not without reafon. Th_e Euphraies, a great and deep river ferved as a· ditch to the city ; and very high walls were a fence to thofe pares, which the rlver did not gua,d. 
The 
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The gates were of brafa, but no fortification 
oan fiand againfr the Lord ; and he guided Cyrus. 
This h~ro fat do\vn very quietly with his army 
on the banks of the ]Juphrate,; and being unpro­
vided of boats co crofs the river, he was jeered 
by the Bahylonians and asked, when his foldiers 
would be fitted with wings ta crofs the ri ver. 
Cyrus let them have their fefr, and in the mean 
time ordered a large and very deep ditch ro be 
made and carried on behind his army. H-: waited 
for a grand fefi:ival, on which the Bahylonia111 
thought of nothing, but feafring and diverfions. As 
night came on, .. he brought the dttch up to the 
Euphrates; the river finding this new ked, took 
its courfe that way and left part of the river 
quite dry. Cyrw paffed·over with h~s army; and, 
as the Bah1lonians after their debauch were oppref­
fed with wine and fleep, they found no difficulty 
to break mto the town and malfacre the inha­
bitants. This happened that night, that Beljhazzar 
faw the hand writing upon the wall. 

Mifs Sophy. Did C)'rus make all thefe co1.1quefrs 
for his uncle Cyaxtires ? 
· Mrs. Affable. Yes, my dear, but, as he had 

married his only daughter, all thofe king­
doms ca!ne to him. He inherited Perjia, upon 
the demife of his father Camhyfes, Media, as the 
inheritance of his wife Mandana, and got Babylon. 
and Lydia by conquefi from Be/jhaz;(.a1· and Cra:.Jus. 

Lady Violrnt. Being mafi-er of all tb efe king• 
doms, furely, he gave over waging war; did not 
he, Mrs. Affable.~ 

Mrs. Affable. He did, and fpent the remainder 
of his days now in one kingdom, and then in 
another. . 

l\1if· Bella . And I h. , e, he behaved with ho­
nour the refi of his life. 

Mrs. 
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1\frs. Affable. Yes, my dear, but for two foolifh 
things, for which he can frarce be forgiven. To 
humour the Bahy!onians, he thought, he mu1l, on 
fome occafi.ons, dreis and live Eke them. I am 
willing to believe, he did neirher, out of pride or 
intemperance; but however this did not hinder the 
bad effecr, which his example had. The Perjians, 
had an exceeding refpe8: for Cyrus, and a high opi­
nion of his virtue. When.__ they fa w him magn~fi-. 
cently dreffed, and that he gave grand entertain­
ments, they began to think, t here could be no dan­
ger in imitating fo wife a prince as Cyus. From 
that time, they opened a way to porn p and 
luxury, and corrupted the fimpl icity of their man-_ 
ners. 

A fecond fault of C;irus gave the faral blow, 
and entirely corrupted the Perjians. He thought 
he was too much employed to have leifure for fo­
perintending the education of his children; and fo 
left the care to their mother "ft1andana, who, as 
ihe was brought up in Media, had not the lcafi: 
idea of a good education. This Princefs was fo 
weakly fond of her children, that fhe would not 
let them go to the public fchools; oth~r mothers 
followed the fame example ; and th€ Pe-rjians be­
came as fofc and voluptuous, as the nations they 
overcame. 

Mrs . ./Jjfahle. Yon have here an infiance, ladies, 
of. what importance the example of the great is, 
with regard to-the lower fer of people. Be well 
a1fured, tha~-yo_ur children, your domeftic fervams, 
thofe below you, have their eyes open to watch 
your behaviour, and will think themfelves autho­
rized to do whatever you may allow and indulge 
yourfelf in. We will put in here one word 
concerning the fulminating /park according to pro"' 
mife, and end our le!fon with geography. 

Vo1. IV. G As 
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As the learned Cine.us was amufing himfelf with 
EJeclrical experimei:ts, he took a -fancy to make 
ufe, infread of the iron rod, of a gun barrel, to 
·which he fafrened a brafs wire, After this he dipt 
the brafs wire in one of your Bohemian giaffes full 
of water. He had the glafs in one hand, and 
with the other, he endeavoured to draw a fcin­
tlilation from the gun-barrel. The fhock he re­
ceived was fo violent, that he had like to have fal­
len back, and thought himfelf firuck with thunder. 
Another <virtuojo, who tried the fame exper:ment, 
protefl:ed he would not make another trial, no, 
not for the kingdom of France. Mr. Le Cat 
~ad more courage; he put _himfeif in the way 
to receive the fulminating fcintillation, and re­
folved not to fiir, whateveT rain he ·might fuffer. 
Be was neverthelefs obliged to depart from his re­
folution. The fhock made him cry out, and take 
a skip, th~t threw all the apparatus into confu­
iion. He felt a pain in both arms and his hreafr ; 
2nd .perfons, much more robufl: than himfelf, 
have felt a fhDck from head to foot. It has 
been obferved, that this fulm~nc'\ting fcintillation 
or fpark is fuor.ter and blunter, and of a deeper 
red, than otl1ers. 
· Mifs Rural. This is very v;onderful, Mrs. A.ffa• 
Me ; and yet eff.etls are but a fmall amufement, 
,virhout the knewledge of the caufos. You have 
made us a promife of pointing them out ; and I 
t--1ait with impatience for that happy moment. 

Mrs. Affable. For my part, I dread it; I fear, 
I {hall not exprefa things properly, and find fome 
difficulty in making you underfiand what Mr. 
Le Cat has wrote on this fubje8:; however I 
will uy, and, if you don't underfiand me, we will 

arop 
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-tlrnp the fnbje& there. Lady Senjih!e," whereabouts 
were we, with eur Geography ? 

Lael y Se,.fiJ1fe. I don't know, l\1rs. Affah!e, thtit 
I have told the ladies, the names of the principal 
dries or fortre!fes in Canada ; I will however re­
peat themi tho', perhaps, _I have named t_hem be• fore. In Louifiana, there 1s New-Orleans, in Sagu~­
Jiay, we find ~ ebec. I dare not mention other 
forts, which are difputed between the Englijh and 
French. If God is ple-afed to gra11t a peace, and 
fomething is fixed, on whi<Sh we may with cer­
tainty depend, we will take this article again into 
-confide ration. 

Lady Lo-uifa. Lady Senjibk'i.s not for engaging 
in a quarrel, and chufes to be neuter. 

Lady Senjih.1e. No, madam; far from being 
neuter, I am an Engli/h woman, and, as fuch, vel'y 
zealous for my country. Bur, as the Eng/i/4,"have 
not chofen me an umpire in the quarrel, 'tis 
to no purpofe, I think, to break my head for the 
purchafe of fuch ufelefs knowledge. If ever it 
fhould be the fa{hion for ladies to fit in parliament, 
and I have a place in either houfe, I will fiudy 
night and day, that I may be qualified for a proper 
jlldge ; till then I chufe to continue ignorant 
about the matter. 
· Mifs Molly. Are the members of the houfe to 
ftudy nigh!: and da.y, that they may underftand 
thefe things ? That is very troublefome ; at th~t 
rate, they muil: not have a moment's diver/ion. 

Lady Senfible. I think, indeed, it is their duty; for, in fhort, they 4c in the houfe to decide fuch 
affairs; ana how can they, when they are fl:ran­
gers to the fiate of the -queftion ? 

· Mrs . .Affable. Lady Senfible jud-ges quite right. 
Every ftate of life, has -its refpeaive duties, and it 
is abfolutely neceffary to acquire that knowledge7 

G 2 where-
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"Yhereby one is directed in difcharging thofe obli-', 
gations with credit. It is no fault not to be a 
memlier of the houfe, hut a very great one, to 
fail in the performance of duties incumbent on · 
that fl-ate. The natlon.in a body trufi: their interefi: 
with the deputies, who reprefent them in the 
houfo of Commons. Their interefl-s would be 
in rare hands, if the reprefentatives preferred their 
cii verlions to their duty. Let us make ufe of the 
Erefent war to 11nderfi:and this. 

The prefent war is about the limits of Canada, 
contell:ed between the two nations. The commif­
:fioners, on both fides, have made their alJegatioos, 
which don't appear decifive in the po~nt, and which 
however mu(t be decided; for if the Frenc.h invade 
the property of the Englijh nation, the Commons 
are obliged, in honour and confcience, to enter into 
a war. If the French on the other fide, only claim 
their own, nothing can be more unjufi-, than the 
prefent war. If the rights of both the nations ap­
pear doubtful, equity requires endea vonrs to clear 
them up; and to terminate the difpute by an ac­
commodaticn. The v1hole lies in the hands of 
the reprefenratives, and England will be concerned 
in a jull: qr unjufl: war, according as they fhaJl 
decide the cafe. They muft tremble for fear of 
¥'ranging the country by their miflakes, in a mat­
ter of this importance. Mufi- they not, of confe­
quence give their whole time up to inquiries after 
truth, and the merits of the caufe, fince they are 
anf werable for the interefr of the public intrufl-ed 
to their care? 

Lady Louifa. I th.ank God for being of a diffe-
1·ent fex ; I hate thefe difputes, and do a!Iine you, 
that · were I R man, I would not undertake fo 
difficult and nice a commiilion. 

1 frs. 
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Mrs. Affable. You would never have made your 
fortune, my dear, among the Athenians, with this 
difpofition ; they allo½·ed nd neutrality in the dif­
ferences, that divided their commonv,•ealth; and 
it was infamous to a_t"'rear indifferent. Vv'h~t? they 
faid, you have a fhare with your feJJow-citizcns in 
the protecl-ion, riches and all other adv:rnt:lges of 
your native co· ntry, and are fo l;ttle ccnccrncd 
for the puUic welfare, that you c~n fit a cool 
fpecrator of Athens, torn and maltreated by fac­
tion; you are an ungrateful, infamous per.fan, and 
defene to be ca.fl: out of the commor.--.1-• ealth. 
This was a very jufi- Jaw, fadies, but only for 
men, nothing of this kind was expected. from 
women; they had wo mean an opinion of their 
capacities. Continup, lady Smfible, initruEting us 
about .America. 
. Lady Scr,jible. Florida is feparated from Lovifiana 
by the Apalacha mountains; Loth nations are much 
afike in manners. The Spaniard1, have frveral 
forts here, whereof the chief are St. Matthecz.v, and 
St . .Augujiit;e. 

New-England takes in, Acadia, Ne~w.--Englmul, 
Nfw-York, Pe11jylvania, ivlarJland, Virginia_, Ca1·0-
lina and Geo, gia . 

Mrs. Affable. As you are to be acquainted. in · a 
particular manner, with this part of Amcrica, we 
wiJJ enter upon a more cirrnmfiantial account of 
it, the fidl time we meet. 

e 3 DI A'." 
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Lady Luc Y. 

Y OU \Vil! give me leave>, Ivfrs. dffal,.'e, to 
rem;ncl you, t!1;H you frill owe ilS che dcii11i .. 

tion of liberty, which you promifed. You faid, in-
. deed, that li'Jerty did not confil1: in a power of do­
ing evil wich impunity, nor to do as we pleafed, 
but you proceeded no farthtr. 

J\.1rs . . h'jfab!t. The guefrion i- not very intricate, 
.. if you fpeal of the 1i 1.:;erty ~f a nation in ge­
neral; ic would be much more perplexing, if we 

. fpoke of every perfon 's particular liberty . But I 
am really leis fit to handle this fubjecr, than an 
other. I am far from looki;ig upon liberty, as the 
grearefr of all good things; nay, I have a con­
fufed notion, which feems to allure me, that it 

: is no advantage, and, that it is not fuited to 
mankind. _ 

JVliis Rural. Nay, now, Mr.,. Affable, I mnfl: 
be fo free, as to contrndicl: you. Libe:·ty in my 
opinion, is not only the greate11: good, but the 
only one, rbat becomes a rational foul-

lVfrs. Affable. You mufi- then have a very clear -
and diflincl: idea of the import of that word ; 
without that you could not even fay, that ic 
was a good thing, much lefs the grearefl: and 
befl: of all good things. Gi ~e me a definition 
of what you mean by liberty, ·and you will 
oblige me greatly. 

Lady 
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Lady Lt{cy. Give me leave to put in a refleftion. 
I p.ercei \·e, tha t we don't underfiand ha If the 

· words we employ . That word fiherty is ufc:d 
by all the world and with fo much eafe, that one 

ould r ally think, all were agreed about rlie 
·.meaning and its ad vantages. And yet, I thi nk 
with Tvirs.Ajfable, tho' in a confofed manner, tbat, 

,pofiibly, liberty may not he f'uch valuable ware 
a s ic is frequently iinagined. I perceive, that it 
rn:rn-Jt w~ll" fr1 fi!}, v;irhout brcak!ng in upcn 
order . 

Ivf is Rural. I cannot hear t:h1s d:fcourfe ; ~t 

:puts me into a fimnent. I muf1: tell you, lad)' , 
· th.at in this articie, I am quire an Eng!ifb woman, 
.and more, if poffible ; and, if 1 may be allowed 
·to fpeak wirh my ufual fir..ceriry, J don't under­
fiand, how the cleareft matter in the world ftand s 
tin need 0£ the leaft explication. 
- Mrs.. Affable. Admire the firength of prejudice, 
!.a-nd a p~dominant p-±ffion. Na-tui'e has blefied 
mifs Rural wirh a geomerr.ical way of thinking , 
hitherto w€ have feen her wirh fcales, compafs, 
and rule meaforiilg, wC'igh1ng and proving bet 
-opinions. Now we. have hit: up.on her favorite 
idea; fl1e is out of all meafure, and is almofr 
tempte1 to break out into bard worJs. This 
great ftickler for liberty will nor induige us the 
freedom of our o,,·n t:i oughrs, and very arbi tra­
rily, even wi~hom a proof, requires our fµbmiilion 
to b8r notions . I am not fo tyran.u.ical, my dear; 
l don't eondrmn yo'lr opinion; I do..i't give mine, 
as infallible, I only infifl: upon examinjng the 
matter. LAdy l17it~J', I am fore, joins with me in 
fentiment; bur, if I fhould attack fome favorir~ 
prevention of hers, her paffion., fl1e might prov e 
nor Iefs warm, than her friend._ I myiiJf, ladies, 
as ' eafi.1y, as any other, might be eng~gedin - thd 

G 4 fam~-
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fame falfe !l-ep, on the like occalion. Thns it happens, that perfons, otherwife of excellent en­dowments, will get into a habit of being out of reafon. Lee us guard againfi a defect, that vitiates the under!l-anding. Inll:rucr us, mifs R;:,ral, give m reafons ; y0u will find us docile, but forbear hadh language. 
lV(ifs Rural. I am much afhamed, Mrs. Ajjah!e, yo·..1 han, as it were, taken a veil from before 

lny figbc. !v'Iy mind is certainly defpotic ; I would fubje8: all the world to my way of thinking, and, interiorly, I condemn all, that wil I not think like m yfo1£ I hope to b€ more moderate. I will give you my notion of a na­tion's liberty in general. And that is, where a nation is gcverne.1 by good laws of their own making, and no one can with impunity offend ag:1inf>.: them. I have been informed, it was fo amongil: the Roman1, and I think, that this my favorite form of government is the fame we have in England. 
As to the liberty of private perfons, it is fuch, -as it ought to be under that government, particu:­Jarl y, fince they have liberty to think and write, as they pleafe . 
.IVIrs . .Ajfahle. I have no longer an imaginary phantom to oppofe; I know the liberty, v,:hich is miCs Rural's idol, and fhould be mine, but that I fear, it is without any real exifl:ence, and only fobfifl:s in imagination. The continuation of the R.o?J:an Hijlory will inform you, how far they were from even that kind of liberty. 
1\1ifs Rural. Perhaps, when the authority was lodged in the hands of one only, as in Tarquin's time ; but in the time of the commonwealth, when it was lodged in the Conj1ds and the Tri­

b11ne1 • • , • • 
·, Mrs. 
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1\hs. Affable. Tbat is the :·ery time, I mean. 

The proof we fball fin<l in the hifrory ; and fame 
day we will difcufs, whether that Jiherty, which 
the Romans never had, was reforved for England. 
What reign was it we broke off at, lady fif'ittJ? 

Lady Witty. The reign of 'Tarquin the elder. 
I will difpatch, in a word, what relates to the 
kings, to pafs to the Con/uh. 

Lady Violent. Not fo, madam, with your leave. 
You Dull inform us, if .l\frs. Affable 1llow it, 
with all that you know. I am not in fuch hafre 
for the Con/uls. 

1\1rs. Affable. Make this refle&ion, ladies. If 
every one mufr have their liberty, we mufl: go 
together by the ears. Lady lF itty is for abridging, 
Jady Violent is for extending the account. So many 
heads. as many different minds. Let pifrols be 
brought in ; and we fhall f~e, who gets the better. 

Lady fVitty . Good God ! Ivirs . Affable, there is 
no occa!ion for fi ghtin g. It is but reafonable to 
fatisfy lady Violent . I don't much care to repeat 
this beginning, that I know fo well ; and at the 
fame time it would be unjufl: to refofe lady P-io• 
lent the pleafure, I have once had myfelf. 

Lady l7iolrnt. You are ex t reme good, my dear; 
frill I would not abu[e your complaifance. If it 
b e the leaft trouble to you, I will read it over 
by myfelf. 

JVIrs . Affable. Well ! we are agreed without 
any fi:ruggle. Tel1 me, lady Witty ; you are 
going. to aB: again fr your own will ; you are not 
free now, that you are doing what you have no' 
mind to do. Not to be free in any action, is to 
be a flav~ wi th refpeB: to that action. W hat do 
you think ofit, my dear ? 

Lady ff7itty. I f<~e no .:Oavery or force in , the' 
cafe, where I obey the diftaces of reafon. That 

G 5 would 
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would be, indeed, .a great evil to have the liberty 
·of being unre.afonable. -

Mrs . .Affable. _Then we might define that maa 
to be free, who 0 1Jeys only right reafon. 

Lady Lucy. And the definition I really believe 
to be a very good one. 

1\1if R11ral. Bur it may frequently happen, that 
the opinions, however re::tfonable, are different. 
I have, I foppofe, a houfe near yours; reafon 
tells me I ought to make it as convenient as pof:. 
:fible. Ir is bnt two ll:ories high. I build a third, 
which takes off your profpeEt of a large garden. 
,You cannot hiader me, \vithour abridging my-li­
berty ; and reafon does not forbid you ufing your 
beft endeavours, to hinder me from the ufe of 
this likierty. 

Lady ft'itty. You mdl excufe me, madam. If 
the prof peel: of · that garden is ollly pleafurable, I 
:Can be without ir ; if I am refoJved to have 
this view, I can add another frory to my houfe. 
Jf my houfe will not bear another fiory and yours 
obfl:rucl: my Eght, I can have recourfo to your · 
reafon for obtaining jufric~ from yOL1 , and, if 
you refufe this, to the Jaws, which are fo to 
rfgulate the liberty and property of particulars, 
;i,s Hot to prejudice that of others. 
: L ady Loui/a. And yet you might lofe your 
ca-nie. When- the dty of London was burnt, a 
tnagnificen t plan was offered for ·rebuilding it. 
~very Hn:et was to be {hair as a fo:ie, "c. Paul's 
v,1as to 11and in the middle of a large fquare 
bpcni o,g inro noble fireets. The .pJan WfLS not 
to be exe<.:uted ; parriculars would build on the 
qld jiJot, which they formerl y occ~pied, wherein 
their liberty could net be confhained, and, out of 
a reg~rcl co that, the city was rebuilt a U awry. 

Lady 
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La<ly Luq. 1'1y ferv.ice to the liberty of parti­
culars, which tyraonizes over the public. Do you 
like tba,e fon of liberty, mifs Rural? 

Mi[s Rural. No, madam ; I own that there 
was good rea.frm ·to force pa1ticulars, who took 
the :.:iidvamtAg<i!, 0£ liberty to be out of 1 eafon. 
. Mrs. Affable. Remember this, ladies; the Jj. 
berry of the publjc is always to take place of tbe 
liberty of private perfons; we fhall have freguen~ 
9ccaJion for this maxim . Let us now fiieak of 
'Tt.1rquirz, 
· La.dy Senjible. The, ladi~s have not forgot, that 
'/a; quin heba.ved like a r;nan. of honour, to qrriv~ 
~t the throne. As he ha,d acted rhe pc1irt of a v:ir­
tuous perfon fo many years, he conuaaed foc;il 
a. habiu of doing goed: actions, that he nrtver lofi: 
it, and proved a very good king. , The fons o( 
.llnws never forgot the trick he put u po.1_1 them; 
they endeavoured to give him a great deal 0£ 
trouble; but their ill will was without foccefs, 
~nd he b.rought matters :}.boi..1t fo, a.s to ha.,r.eJ 
them baniihed. H .e was engaged in foveral war.:, 
which he always con.eluded to the advantqge of 
the Roma..ns ; and i.IJ th~ in~ervals, which the 
winter feafon afforded, his frudy.,and chief a9pii­
cacion was to keep np order, and to provip.e, tbr\._t , 
plenty of provifions iho1,1ld reign at Ro'{!Je, qnd , 
in the territory, that depended. of i.t. Ip Ol)e of 
his wars he took a la-dy of di11indfoo prifoner, 
who was big . with child. She was de.livered of a 
fon ; he was called Ser,.1ius 'Tullius, and was in­
tended to be brought up, to wait in the forvice of 
the royal palace. They thought one day, thf.lt c!ie 
child flcpt, they faw his bead crov-rned wirh 
ifames ; perhaps he had been elethifi~d, Mr$ • 
.Affable. I only jefi, Jad1es, no doubt, but thi,s­
was effecled in fome manner b_y rbe r'¼.y~ of the 
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fu:1 ; however it w-as, Tanaquil, who loved to 
deal in the marvelous, · firmly believed the report; 
and predi£l:ed the child would be the glory of 
his family. As ihe had prophefied, fue was in· 
honour obliged to fee, that the prediction was ac-' 
complifhed ; fhe left nothing undone to bring it 
to bear, and gave Serruiu.s the beft of education. 
He took it with fuch advantage, that he became· 
the delight of the king, and of the people. The 
king gave hi:n his own daughter in marriage, and, 
tho' he had two grand ferns, Tarq1tin and Aru!15, 
'I anaquil defigned to place him on the throne after 
her husband's deceafe ; and this was fo mud1 
the eafier to be done, as the people wifhed it 
earnetl:ly. 

1\tfean while Ancus's two fons, who were exiled, 
bore it with patience, and with hopes of fucceeding 
the king, who was declining in years. Ti1ey were 
in a rage, when appriied of the difpofition of the­
Ro!1-wn1 in favour of Ser-vi us ; and, to the end 
that Tanaqui l ihould have no time to ftrengh ten 
his parry, they refolved to get Tarquin difpatched. 
Two rnurtlierers in the guife of ,country labourers 
pretended to quarrel before the king's palace ; 

- the good prince, who thought it his duty, to do 
jufl:ice to the meanell: of bis fobje£l:s, ordered 
them to be brought in, that they might come co 
an accommodation. Whil{l- one was laying the 
c.afo before him, the other fell on the king, and 
k!l1ed him with a hatcher, he belcl in his hand. 
'Tt:n -1111il ke!}t her nfi al prcicnce of mind in this 
cii:a'1rnus circumllance; 1he ordered perfons of 
a(fored fidelity to lay the royal corps in bed, and 
pu~1iifhed, that he \Vas on ly wounded, and nor 
morcally; that he defii-cd the people to allow 
Sf1<V ii,1 the management of affairs, t:Jl h~ re­
covered,: .and he eJ-ni)loyed his 6n c ta fo :-nuch 

;t· · an" 
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advantage for the efiablifhing of his authority, 
tl1at the people looked upon him, as their king. 
The fenate was not altogether fo favoraLle to 
Sercvius, v,,ho, finding their unreadinefs to confent, 
pa CT: over that ceremony, and got himfelf elected 
by the-people. 

l\ilifs Bella. I don't approve of elettive king­
doms. The elefrion can never be made peaceably; 
befides, two different interefl:s are fot up in the 
kingdom, one of the fl:ate, the other of the reigning 
family. 

Lady Ma1y. I don't take this ; pray, my dear, 
be fo kind, as to explain this point. 

Mrs. Affable. You know, that, in hereditary 
kingdoms, the king is fore, that the fucceffion is 
his fan's inheritance, whereby the good of the 
:fiate, and the advantage of his fan are Jinked 
together. An example will let you fee what I 
~neHn. 

The king is pleafed to grant you a fore!l: f01:· 
your foJf, and your heirs, hut he makes the 
grant of another to me, for life only. In this 
cafe, if you will but acl- rationally, you would be 
contented with lopping the branches of the trees, 
and you would keep the wood in the befi order,. 
feeing it is the inheritance of your children; and 
no wafl:e could be ma·de without much prejudice 
to the family. The interefi of your family and 
the prefe1·varicn of the wood is tbe fame. I am 
in a different firnation; the Jove I have for my 
farnily, bas no crnncaion with maintaining and 
keei:,ing up ,rn cfrate, that is not to pafa to my 
dek endanrs; on the contrary, I fhall be naturally 
inclined to make all advantages poffible, to cut 
down tbe Luge trees, to pluck up others, and to 
defl ro / , wirl1out any concern for their interefl-, 
who· come to p9ffefs this efta~e after me, and. who 
are quite .fhangers to me . 'Tis 
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. 'Tis the fame, where a. kingdon; does, not de"' 
fcend to the kinfs poi1erity. He makes as much 
of it a~ he can, becaufe his famUy's interefr, an~ 
that of cbe kingdom, are two very different ob­
jects, whereas, in an hereditary kingdom, they 
are intimately connecl:ed. Pleafe to go on with 
the hiftory of Serruiu1. 

Lady Witty. In my opinion, Scrviu1 wa.s the 
befi, the greatefl: king, and had the mo{t difi-in­
guifhed talents for reigning, that ev.er governed 
in R?me; and, to follow Mrs. Affable's method, 
I \~,i~l now e.ndea voL~r to· prove the tru h of this 
op1mon. 
· Romulw had divided the people into thirty clailes, 
which were callei Curi a-, and anf-;,rer to the wards 
in the city. The wards \"Vere egual in the num­
ber of men. Now, hi.dies, you know, that in a 
kingdom the number of the poor exc~eds greatly 
that of the rich. For infiance, let us furpofe a 
hundred wards of the poorer fot't, · and. ten of 
wealthy perfons; it was the fame at: Rome, and 
had very ba<l effet'rs. And firit, they voted by 
wav 's, in their general aifem blies about public 
Qufi.nefs, elections, peace or war. The poor wards 
had you foe an hundred votes, the rich but ten. 
Another inconvenience wa , that all wards \Vere 
taxed aliL, and the poo.reft paid as much, as the 
iicheft, which was really unj uft. 

Mifs Sophy. I eafily fee the injufiice of the 
fOOr paying as high taxes as the r'ch, but I dun't 
perceive any rcafon for your judging, that it is 
not proper for the poor, to have more votes, than 
the rich ; I :fhould rather think, that the poor 
having lefs ambition, than th_e rich, are fo much 
itter to govern . 
. Mrs. Affubb. The thought feems to be, bnt is 

II.Ct, go d. You fay, that the poor have lefa 
am.bi ... 



DJ A L O G U E XXXIII. r.5-9 

-.ambition,. than the rich. It is a mifiake, my 
dear; their ambition does not afpire fo high, 

. but takes, in as many ohjecl:s, as theirs. I am of 
lady Witty's . opinion, that the rich are fitter to 
.govern the fiate, than the poor, and for th fe 
reafons. 
. The inrerefi of mofi wealthy perfons is to pre­
.ferve tranquillity and peace in the fiate, that they 
may not Jofe in the troubles of a commonwealth 
the happy !rate they enjoy. The poor have little 

.or nothing to Jofe ; their condition is freq uently 
fuch, that it cannot be worfe , and of courfe every 
-change m8.y b~ advantageous. I foppole, that I 
am blind, and that your fight is very weak; 
.a quacJr, or r.nountcbauk comes and affures us, 
.that he has a powder, that will reCT:ore my fight 
and firengchen yours ; I muft not make the Jeafr 
.fcruple about the ufe of his powder, why? I can 
l0fo nothing, I hazard nothing ; I am blind ; 
nothing worfe can happen to the eyes; if the 
remedy has no effect, I fhall continue as I am. l 
have all to hope for, · and run no risk. Your 
cafo is different. Your fight is weak ; how·ever, 
you foe; and it is pofiible, that you_ may change 
rour ficuati on for a wode. We may fay .the fame 
with refpecr to the rich and tbe poor. The lafl: 
may fa y, what concern is it to us, whether an ene­
rn y invades the kingdom or not ? They can take 
nothing from thoie, who poffe[s nothing; they 
:v-.rill F lunder Rome ; fo much the worle for the 
rich; they will not meddle with us; on the other 
Ii and, perhaps, we may have fome iinall ihare in 
the booty . 
. Lad y loui/a. It may be alfo added, that the ricb, 
having received a better education, a re better 
judges of what is mo{e or lefs for the public 
good. -

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Ajjable. Yes, madam; and thus I think, I 

have clearly fhewed, that, for the interefl: of the 
fiate, the government is better placed in the 
hands of the 1 ich, than of the poor. . 

Lady Witty. Coniequently Sn·ruius was very pru­
dent in placing power and authority in the weal­
thy part of the common- ,,•ealth ; but this alter­
ation required an able head-piece, and skillful ma­
n age ment; for the common people of Rome were 
very jealous of the privilege, they had to gove-rn 
the frate. 

Lady Violent . Did he take Lycurgu/s method, 
and propofe the law with armed foldiers about 
him? 

Lady Witty . No madam; he had wit enough to' 
bring abo~!t this change, without giving any per­
fon reafon to complain. He convened the peo-

. ple; he faid, that he thought it very unjufr for 
the poorer fort to piy, as much as the rich, and 
added, that he conceived he could make another 
regulation, by which the poor wcrnld be relieved, 
2nd pay very little. 

l\1i[s Bella. I dud} lay a wager, that the ma­
jority was for him. 

Lady FVitty. You are fore to win, 1rn1dam; he 
had liberty to do, as he pleafed ; and he begun 
with an order for every Roman , to bring in an ac­
count of t he value of their efl:ati:s. He then pro-

, ceecled ro divide them into an hundred and ninety 
three cl affes, which he called Centuries; but for 
the better unrledtanding this, I make this com ~ 
parifon. Suprofe the fame i~ done here at London, 
and that the firfl: clafs conGfl:s of perfons worth­
twenty five tlvrnfand pounds frerling p•r am,. 
you eafily conceive this cla[s cannot be very nu .. 
merrn,1,, ir may pofii bly not reach more than 
an hundred. 

Jf 
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If the fecond clafs be made up of perfons worth 
twenty thoufand pounds per ann. this would ex­
ceed the other in number ; and there would be 
frill more in a third clafs of fuch as had a.n yearly 
income of fifteen thou(an::l, and more yer in an­
other, of ten thoufand pounds per ann. You un­
derfrand plainly, that the numbers mufr gradu­
ally increafe, anl rhar the numbers mufi be gceat­
er, where a lefs yea rly income is required. So 
that in the laft clar there might be twenty tbou­
fand men, and not above one hundred in the firft. 
The claffes being thus difpoied, let us imagine an 
affeffment made in this manner; that every 
dais pay one choufand pounds; how much muil: 
every one in the firft and ]aft clafs pay? 

Lady Charlotte. In the firft cJafs every one pays 
ten pounds, and in the lafr a fhilling. 

Lady Witty. You may guefs, how pleafed the 
poor were, when this regulation took place ; but 
at the fame time, Strrvius made another, which 
they did not fo fully enter into; and, by which the 
claffes were each to have a vote, that of an hun­
dred equal to that of twenty thoufand. Now 
there was ninety-eight claffes of the rich, and 
ninety-five of the poorer fort. They began with 
the votes from the firfr, and fo on in order, where:. 
t,y, affairs being decided by the majority of votes, 
they could be determined, before they came to 
the poor centuries, whofe votes were then taken, 
on] v for forrn.'s fake. 

Lady Violent. Serrviu1, I mufr fay that for him, 
was very unlucky, and took in the people of 
Rome very artfoll y . 

Lady Lucy. I have read over the Roman Hijlory, 
three times without underfranding this, whic~ 
kept me in the dark, with regard to the perpe~ 
tual difpures between the Pat1-icians and the P!e­
hians,; the firfr always defiring the votes to he 

taken 
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taken by centJtries, and the fa.fr by the curi.::f, or 
wards. Now I am let into the meaning. 

Lady lfl"itt)', Afterwards Ser<;,• ius or-dered an ac­
count of the Ro,;:ans and of rhei r efia1:es to be 
taken after every five years . Th; numbering of 
.the people con.eluded with a facr.ifice to puriff 
.the city, which was calk:d luflrum, and hap 
.alfo been appropriated to fignify the fpace of five 
years. His rrign was difl:urbed with wars, that 
laPced twenty years, and which he always made 

.an end of with foccefs. His wars never diver~­
,ed his attentioti from any thing1 which he thought 
-would be conducive to m::tke tbe Rr,mans a happy 
•_peo~le ; and upon. this account, as he fore.fa w, 
that a very bad focceffor v1as next to the dll one, 
he_ w~~ refo lved. to abd,icate, thiit the people of 
Rome might be formed in~o a commonwcalch, 

,bq-t bad not time to execute his d~frgn. 
$0-rvius had two d~ughters both named Cft{,/Ncr1 

but p,erfoo•s of very diff~r-ep~ cbarafters. The eld,­
eft p.offeA'eq. every. virt1,1e; the ~oung~r \Vas- a 
.monCT:er, anQ more c,ru.el, than be-3.r~ and t~ger.~, 
ir1 c:J. word, ~ fiend,, ur-1der thi appearance and fi. 
guJJe of a w0ma-n, YOU: remember, ladies, that 
'farqu..in; left two gra.nQ.-fc;ms Cf ?lr-tJuin and Ar"lns. 
'IP.rquin ha'A the ~a.me evil difpoficions ef mir~ 
,v,,1ich the younger Cful!it; . /frt1,m refern bk<l the 
elde..r- Tu/Lia. i11 vir; tue. S.~r'1.Jius who haa a_ great 
,d~aJ Q.f gFqbity a.n4 wqrth, obferved with grief. 
the malice of his daughter> and his nephew ; h~ 
t,h6ljghtJ l>H~ ha(} hi~ upon q hflp-py e.xpfldient t o re• 
'form their tempers; h~ rnarrried the afpiring and 
malicious crullia to the virtuous A runs, and gave 
~he incompaiah-le 'Ttt,lii4 to ({a,quin, in hopes, that 
their goQd exam,pl~s would fatten their cruel and 
barbarous difpoficions. 
. The tvrn ill-fuited m~tche~ enued, as it might 
reP.fonaqly .b e~p~c':~cl. 1ci:rrf.'1i11 poifoned his 'llir~ 

tuous 
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-tum.rs wife; Arun1 me{ with the fame fate, from his cruel fpode ; and the two monfl-ers matched tor-ether. From that m0ment1 thee ecraLJe 7ul­
li;:, never let Tarq11in reH: . She reprcached him, )nceGantJy, his patience, in fuffering Serviu1 to continue on the throne. Hut he is your father, faiJ 7arquin. I o matter, fhe anfwered, Jer him be defhoyed , that you may rake his plt1.ce. Tarqum needed n ot to be much invited, to comr,1ir a wicl;cd aD:ion ; he took an occafi.on rn go co the fenarc, and there reprefemed to the ienators, thac th ey had not confented to the eleui"on of Se, v:·ia, and chat he had, as grnndfon to Ta, quin the elder, a. better righr. V/ith thi s, he frated himfe]f on the th roue; and, Se1:rvius coming in great hafie, upon the ne ws of this atternpt, Cf a1quin without any re­

fpcc.1: co his gr:eatage, took hrm by the middle, and hurled hirn head long down the fieps of t he throne. Poor Servius, much bruifod, got up, and was go­
ing home al mofl: alone, but Tarquin, font foldiers . after him, who kllled Serviu.s and Jefr his body in the flreet. 

· TarqTJifl, as foon as h~ was clpprifod of his . death, fent to Tu Ilia, and let her know, fhe might now come to fee him in quality of ki;,g. The fury got immediately into her cai:riage, to go to the fenate, and, by chance, came to the fireet, where the body of her father Jay ; the driver would have gone another way; the barbarous Tu/­iia would not hear of ir, bid him drive on, and fa.id, th at alJ the roads, which led to the throne, were good. From- thati rime, the ftreet was named Ficus SceleratuJ, or the Defiled Strut, on account 
of this horrible cr£me. . Lady Violent. Ycr~1 had great reafon to fay, that this woman was a fiend. This fl:ory looks fo muc:h more lik~ fome ravfog fancy, than a real fafi, that it is 0;<tremeiy ·difficult to believe, that any 

hun;_an 
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human creature can carry perfidioufoefs ana bat• 
ba rity to this excefs. 

lVfrs. A.ffahl~. You j1Jdge very well, fady. Such 
monfl:ers are not within rhe bounds of nature. 
Lady Witt_Y, pray tell us the ocher regulations 
fet on foot, by Serruius. 

Lady FP'itty . He alfo i mpowered maf1:ers to give 
liberty to their bondf1aves. w_ho upon this were 
received into rhe Jowefl: cL~fs of the people. I 
thought, he had infl:ituted the Saturnalia, but 
looking over his- li fe again lafl: night, I find no 
mention of thofo fcafts. 

Lady Ma1J'• \,Vhat is meant by Saturnalia? 
Mrs. Affable. A folemnity and feftival with 

rnafquerades. You know, bdies, it was faid, that 
·when Saturn was turned out of heaven, by his 
fon Jupiter, he took refuge in Italy, and brought 
with him the golden age, that is, pure and found 
morals. The heathen poets had, undoubted] y, a 
confufed notion of the H:ate of our primitive pa ­
rents in the terreftrial paradifo, and gave tbat 
happy time the name of the golden age. Then, 
faid d1ey, the tyger and the lion, without any 
fiercenefs, grazed with the Jamb, in the fame fpot 
of ground. And man, u nmolefied with cupi­
dity, only wanted the nece!faries of life, which he 
found without labour among the fruits of the 
earth. The iheep, out of danger of being flaugh­
tered, were fecure of their fleece ; the innocence 
of man, and the temperature of the feafons 
making cloaths unnecefiary. Mine and Thine 
were terms unknown to the world ; all was in 
common, and all men were equal. To perpetuate 
the memory of a happy age, which had only a 
being in the poet's fancy, they feigned that J amu, 

• or Saturn, inftimtcd the Saturnalia, fefrivals, dur­
ing which, men difguifed themfelves under skins 
or hides of beafts ; the mafkrs laid down, for a 

while; 

I 
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while, the authority they had over their fla ves, 
and made it a fort of paftime to wait upon them 
as iervants. 

Lady Louifa. A feftival of that nature would 
be very proper, even now, to remind us, that 
originally all men were equal. 

Ivlr ;. Affahle. There are fome remains fi:ill of 
this cufl:om. The great ones in France are foci­
aUe with their neighbours in the country, but 
then are not pleafed to know any thing of them, 
when they come to Paris. I am tolJ , that the 
EJ1glijh behave in the fame manner to their S p,M.t,,' 
or Batb acquaintance . 

Mifs Rural. You told us, that th e golden age, . 
exifi:ed only in the poets imagination ; would ic 
have been real, if //dam and Eve had preferved · 
their innocence? 

Mrs. Affable. In this refpefr, I cannot be fore 
of any thing farther, than what we know from 
the fcripture; every one is at liberty to form fuch 
ideas, as they pleafe, provided they are not incon­
:fifrent with the facred text. God threatened man 
with death, if he difobeyed ; had he not done fo, 
he would have been immortal. 
. 1\'lifs R_ura!. Il_ut, Mrs . .Ajfa/;!e, this fiate of 

immortality would have been contrary to the na­
ture of a body. That is compofed of parts; thofe 
parts, in courfe, may be feparated, and, confe­
quently it is not to be fa.id, that the body could 
have been immortal, .fince, as you have taught 
us, divifibility is eifontial to matter. 

_M rs . ,Affable. This fhews, my dear, that the 
body cannot be immortal by nature, but by pri­
vilege.· In fuch occafions, the rule, I have for­
merly given, is to be remembered. We don't 
conceive how a body, mortal by nat"!,lre, can 
be immortal by privilege without a mi-

racle; 
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ntcles; but we are thoroughly conv1nced, that 
God can v.-ork mir.a.cles, and, fi.nce he -afiures u~ 
that he would have done it, and we know, that b; 
can neither deceive, no 1: be de<:€i \'ed, we muft 
fredfafi}y believe, that this mortality by nature, 
nnd immortality, hy privilege, are bat contrary 
iri appearance ; and that our undedhnding is too 
much confined, to comprehend thefe articles. But 
perhaps this is nothing to the purpoie, children, 
and upon a more ferious examen, it wotild dearly 
appear not to implicate any impdilibility. 

Lady Lucy. Why don't you go upon this exa­
men, Mrs. Affable? Can any 'thing yield more fa. 
tisfaB:ion, d1~n this fort of frudy . 
. Mrs. Affable. Very true, lady; but we have ac­

tually fo many things to learn, t~iat I think it ad­
vifeab1e to put off this, aGd feveral others, to an­
other occafion. l fhall employ the Jeifore hours 
in reflections, which may give me farther lights, 
and which I fhall be fore to communicate to my 
dear ladies. 

, Mifs Rzwal. We have at home great numbers 
of philofophical books, and many relating only to 
natural philofophy; iliall I fend yeu fome? Per­
haps, you may light upon fomething, that relates 
to this point. 

Mrs. AIJable. I am obliged to you, my dear, 
but do not chufe to feek truth in all fort of 
books. 

La.dy Witty. Whe.re then will 'you fearch after 
truth ? Don't we arrive at truth, by reading and 
comparing the fevernl thoughts of different au­
thors, in the books they have publifhed ? 

Mrs. Affable. It may be fo, my dear, but it may 
eafily h~ppen, that you iliaH imbibe, infread of 
trutb, errors, and prejudices. We lateJy fuid, 
tbat fince God cre~ted us to be happy, his good­
lilefs and his wifdom obliged him to pr-ovide us 

with. 
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with m~ans ·for compailing that ~ en<l. He cre­
ated us in fuch manner, that we mufl- eat, co re• 
pair our wafted fobfiance, and he has found Ui with all things proper and neceffary to prepare 
our aliments, and to fit them for being changed 
into our fubft~nce. 

Lady Senjible. I am aware of the confequence, which. is to be drawn from that principle. He has created us to know the truth ; confoquencly, 
he has provided fL .f£icient means to arrive at_ that 
knowledge. 

Mrs . .Ajfahle. Juft fo, my dear-; truth is the 
riouri1hment of the foul. Can you think, that he 
has lefs care of the foul, than of the body ; and t hat he has not -provided means -for it, to take 
its nourifhment ? 

Lady Senjihle. But r~adjng may he a means, and 
inihucrion, another. Don't you yourfe1f reac-h us; 
how to come at the truth ? · 

Mrs . .Ajfab/e. I teach you a method of finding: the truth in your o~n hearts; otherwifo, we mufl:_ fa y, that a blind and deaf t.nan, who is incapable of reading, is created by tl1e Almighty, to be the 
fport of error and faHhood. A motive very un-­worthy of God, who is all good, and all wife. 
What would you think, lady, if I advanced, that e-ne can give what he has not ? 
~ Lady Senjible. As I fhould immediately difcover, that it implied a contradiction, and was contrary' 
to our natural ideas, I fhouid fay, it was falfe p-nd fhocking to teafon ? 

Mrs. Affahle, And if I maintained, that ·we 
cannot give what we have not, would you think the affertion ridi,rnlous ? . . . 

Lady Senfihle. I fhould gra ·nc that immediately, 
as it is conformable to our ideas, and to natural reafon. 

Mrs. 
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1\/Irs. Affah!e. I infer from thence, that the rule, 
for arriving at the truth, is in your foul. You 
apply that rule to what I fay, that you may dif­
cover, whether it is agreeable to the rule, and you 

jµdge it to be falfe or- true, according to its tally­

ing, or not, to that rule, without any power 

left, to bend your mind to a co.mplacency in 
accepting my method of thinking. If I feek to 

deceive you, I muO: conceal the falfehood under 

the dif guife of truth. 
And this is the only book, I chufe to confult, 

with refpect to natural knowledge. 
Lady Louifa. That ij a troublefome method; it 

would be a much fhorter way, to form our ideas 

after thofe of oth~rs, and to be enriched with 
their ligb ts. · 

Mr:i. Ajfahle. The infight we rece1ve from 
others, is a prejudice with reipeft to \.JS ; but · 

this propofition we fhall debate, at another meet­

ing. 
Lady Lucy. I fhaJl beg at the _ fame time to be 

informed, how a blind and deaf man can come at 

the know ledge of truth, or one that Ii ves in a de­

fart. To me, I own, it appears im poffibl e. 
Mrs. A.ffah!e. E, amining and difcuffing muft 

decide thefe points; it will be prudent in you to 

put off your judgment to that time; perhaps I 
have judged wrong myie1f. To conclude, la ­
dies, I defire, you will carry in your minds, t ee 

method I have laid dcwn, either to evince the 

truth of what I have advanced, or to fhew, that l 
am in the wrong. 

'lhe_ E~d of the Fourth VOLUME. 
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