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Mrs. AFFAaDLE.

: E begin ladies with the ftory promifed ar

our laft meeting ; itistaken from the Ap-
VENTURER, but I give you notice, that the tranfla-
tion is not very exact. I left lady Senfible ar li-
berty to add, or take off as fhe pleafed, and I was
very well fatisfied with what fhe did. The he-
roine, or the chief charater in the flory fpeaks
herfelf.

The Hiftory of F1DEL1 4,

I am a younger brother’s daughter of a gentle-
man’s family ; my father had a middling fortune;
his inclination to pleafures, when he was young,
hindered all thoughts of increafing his. worldly
fubftance, by taking to {fome honorable profefiion.
When he advanced more in age, he fpent the
remainder of his fortune in the purchafe of a place
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in the government, which afforded him a fuf-
ficient and eafy fubfitance. He married at the
fame time; I was the only child by that mar-
riage ; Iloft my mother,when I was twelve years
of age; and my father, who loved me extremely,
would not truft any one but himfelf to improve
my underftanding; his great affeftion for me,
which undoubtedly blinded him, perfuaded my
father, that I had an uncommon genius, and be-
yond what ufually appears in our fex ; and to cor-
refpond with the intentions of nature, this was
his manner of expreffion, he thought he muft give
me a different education from that,which is com=
monly given to other children. He had {tudied
well, and did not want wit, and {fo was well qua-
lified to take upon him the quality of my tutor
and governor; but, very unhappily for me, he
was without any religion ; he believed the foul
as mortal as the body; this pernicious Idea had
corrupted his morals, and made him a great liber-
tine. He would not for millions have wronged
any man of a fhilling, and bad no fcruple of an
intrigue with another man’s wife, becaule, asthe
fine fathionable gentlemen fay, it is no fhame to
have miftrefles ; though the very fame perfonswill
tell you,thata woman,who is not modeft,deferves
to be {corned. © My father had too much fenfe
not to be convinced, that what was a crimeina
woman, could not be without guilt in a man;
howeveér as he was againft my incurring the con-
tempt of others, he was refolved I fhould be im-
bued with his principles with regard to religion,
as well as to morals. He would repeat incef-
fantly, that virtue was f{o eafy, and afforded fo
“much ‘contentment to its yotaries,as to be their
geward.

Whilft
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Whilft my father gave me thefe fine ideas with
refpect to morals, thouzh diametrically oppofite
to his principles, he forgot nothing, that could
contribute to fix me in thefz principles, without
ever thinking that this contrariety could never
fubfift in a mind, which he was now forming to
a habit of refle®ion. All revealed religion with
him was fuperftitious, and only proper to enflave
vulgar fouls, infomuch thar his main care was to
clear my mind of fuch prejudices. Though he
conftantly recommended the avoiding of vice, and
the prattice of virtue, his advice was fupported
by motives, that had no relation to the immor-
tality of the foul, which he never once mention=
ed tome. Though he was filent on this impor-
‘tant article, an interior fecling, to the caule of
which-T was a firanger, did not {uffer me to look
upon the moment of death as a toral annihilation ;
T could not think of what was to happen after
‘death”without fentiments of hope or fear. Now
and then I put the queftion to my father on this
matter; his anfwer was, that the immortality of
the foul, whether true or falfe, was not to in-
fluence my altions, or give me any inquietude,
fince virtue, which could make me happy here,
was certainly fufficient to make me {o hereafter, if
any hereafter was 253,41

Mifs Friwolous. Let-me interrupt you. I always
‘took that to be an infallible maxim ; it has been
frequently repeated to me; s it poflible it fhould
be a miftake ?

Lady Tempel. And I think, Mrs. 4fable, you
have often faid the fame to us.

Mrs. Afable. 1 have {o ladies, but not altoge-
ther in the fame fenfe. Had we, to make an im-
poflible fuppofition, been created to be annihilated
at the moment of death, we fhould certainly be
: ah moft
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moft miferable, asevery fitnation in lifeds thick .
town wich troubles-and vexations,which, only, the
thought of the immortality of our foul can alle~
viate. A wile man in this cafe would exarine
among -thefc different forts of miferies, which
was the mofttolerable.. Reafon would convince
him, that, the trouble of overcoming our paffions
b:ing lefs, than the pains taken to gratify the fame,.
therve can be no doubt about the choice. [ know,.
thar it is to no purpoie for zm(?r. 0f€ to attempt as.
ablolute conquell over our pallions, as the arduous.
work is above our matural power,; and that it can
‘only be perfetied by religious principles under the
influence of divine grace ; burt if this perfon could
not fucceed in the attempt, the difficulties might
Le {fomething lefs, waich ftill' would be a great
point gained. The virtie of a heathenis to be
“preferved to abandoning one’s felf to vicious in-
‘clinations ; this is the beft colour that can be put
upon it; but thisis far from being fufficient to.
procure the happinels, which this gentleman pros
mifed to his daughter; and the fequel of her hi-
ftory will thew what the confequence was of her
lofing the hopes he had given her in relation to-
thisarticle, -

Fiprria goes on,

T mentioned the fenfible impreflion,which I had
at firlt of the immeoertality of the foul; but this
‘grew imperceptibly weaker and weaker, and at
Iaft difappeared entrely. . Though my father had
not exprefly opened his mind on the fubjet, yet
it could be eafily gueffed. I was fatisfied, that
‘he belicved his being would end with his life, and
that, if he did not {pedk plainly upon thar head,
lie wanted texms to declare his thoughts clear'y

' to
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to'me. I had a very high opinion of his know-
ledge,;and a great refpeét,as well asa tender love
for my father ; this was enough, and very co-
gent to adopt “his fentiments.  On the other fide
he had fupplied me with all'the authors, that bad
appeared againft Chriftianity ; what need of more-
o turn the brains of a young perfon only eighteen
years of age, and without any help to fltand againf
the authority of a parent, on whom the doted ? F
Ioft him, when I was twenty; I lott my poor de~
tuded fatlier, whofe pernicious leflons were at laft
fo fatal to-his daughter. Fis death brought me
to~ a condition, wherein I {tood in need of all my
philofophy.  The place, which had yielded us a
dubfiftance till that time, was only for life, and
with my facher I loft not only the fuperfluous,
and the convenient, butall that was neceffary to
fubfift. .Anwuntle of mine did not fuffer me to
continue Jong in'the fear.of want; he took me
tiome, and prosefted:he would always look npon:
ame as his'daughter. - Thisuncle by my mother’s
fide was verywealthy,and had by trade gothisgreat
{ubftance,which had takenup the whole of his at-
tention. ' 'He had only that fort of wit, or rather
inftin& neceflary toadvance his fortune by trade ;
and his education had been extremely negleéted.
He faw, but with a good deal of trouble, thar I
{fpent moft” of 'my time in books;  his trouble
was much increafed; when he read their ticles,
‘which appeared in his thoughts downright blaf-
phemies.  He faid, that forc of books were only
proper to make me an Atheift:" I offered to ex~
plain my fentiments; for, as I thought myfelf in
the right, I efteemed it a crime to difguife my
way of thinking ; bur the extent of his capaciy
could not reach the difference between a Deift and
an-Acheift. < The arguments I urged had no effe&,.
3 A 4“, b-UC‘--
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but to convince him,  that I was a wicked wos
man, who, as he faid, neither beheved a God or
a devil. = Being as he really was, a true honeft
man, and a zealous .Chriftian, -though more by
kubitand perejudice of education, than by convic-
tion and reafon, my principles gave him unex-
preflible concern. I had very great obligations
to him, my dependance was wholly upon him ;
1till I was lefs fenfible of the danger I was in of
forfeiting his kind relief, than of the grief, which
afflicted his honeflt heart upon my account. My
comfort was the teftimony of my confcience;
which reproached me nothing. Where was the
fault, thought I, in being above vulgar errors ?
My father’s principles gained ground daily with
me, and the impreflion made grew ftronger and
ftronger, not {o much by the arguments by which
they came recommended to me from him, asby
the behaviour of my uncle. This is, ¥ faid interi-
orly, being a good chriftian ; I fhall foon he hat-
ed by him; his inbern good mature would have
preferved me from any fuch danger, but fuper-
itition has got the better of his amiable difpofiti-
ons, and will foon {fmother the calls of nature and
humanity ; I thall be quice forfaken.

1 was for feveral months in this moft melan»
choly plight ; for nothing is {o intolerable to felf-
love, as being under a neceflity of receiving con=
tinual favours from a perfon, who: has cealed to
have any affettion or efteem for one, and a per-
fon, that I could not forbear defpifing. . My un-
-cle came one day to my chamber; he looked
more chearful than vfual, and after he had faid
feveral thipgs, which I looked upon as forerun-
ners of happy tidings, he fignified, that he had
a very advantageous match to-propofe, and
-which, be thought, I thould have too much fenfe

not
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not to accept.  This wasa'merchant I had fome-
times {een at dinner with us; he was neither
young nor old ; his means were very confidera-
ble, and he was very good humoured. Upon
this bottom my uncle conceived he had great rea~
{on to be fure of my confent, and fo much the
more,becaufe I did not at all difpute the good qua-
licies he mentioned ; but, good as they were, I did
not think them fufficient for a man defigned to
be a partner for life, and a-mafter, and direftor
of my aftions, a man,: whom it was my duty.
not only to obey but to: love;  and I found that
he was not a man, that would raife thofc fen-
timents; he had ‘but a -mean »capacity , 10
delicacy of thought; his behayiour was coarfe
and unpolite. = My uncle was in the greateft fur~
prife,when I Jaid before him the motives, that in-
duced me to refufe this: match. = What do- you,
mean, {aid he, interrupting me! with your deli-:
cacy of thought, and unpolite behaviour? Ah
child ! had you read only books, that would have
taught you moderation and prudence, you would,
talk more reafonably. But, very unhappy for
you, your favourite reading has been in books,
which are the readieft way to turi your brain, and;
perhaps, atlaft, to ruin your foul. Now, indeed,
I fear I thould wrong my confiience in accepting
the kind offers of my friend in your bebalt, and,
helping him to a wife fo filly, and almoft a hea-
then ; butI {till hope the beft, and that the un-
believing wife may be fanttified by a believing
hufband. Your objettions to the match are fo ri-
diculous, that I cannot think you are ferious,when
you make them. Don’t think to impofe upon
one, thathaslived fo long as I have in the world.
No, nicce, never promife yourfelf, that you can
do it ; I fee the true motive of this refufal ; {ome.
Libertin has firuck your fancy, and you intend to,
s 443 A s match
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match with him, that you may take your full’
coucle without any reftraint in-the broad way of:
perdidon ;- but, if the advice Tgive you does not:
refcue you from danger, I canatleaft dilmifs all
care of you for the future, and fhake off the:
burthen of anfwering for your perfon and yonr: -
foul.  You fhall either accept the kind offer of a: -
worthy man, who will be anfwerable for your!
behaviour, or you thall ¢’en difpofe of yourfelf,:
as'you pleafe, for I am determined notto-be far-
ther “concerned about you.: Here I leave you ;=
think ferioully on the happinefs offered you by a -
kind providence ; remember the affeGionate-and.
tender. manner of taking-you to my houfe ;. this:
ought togive me fome powerand influence over:
you,: and determine you to follow my counfel.
- ‘He left me after this-harangue, and I confider=-
ed very {erioufly the choice I had to make upon
this' declaration. I leoked upon it,asa kind of pro-
f¥iration, to deliver myfelf up to-a.man, to whomo
I' could not give .my heart; all my oaths and.
proteftations .of loveiwould have ended:in perju-
ry. On the other fide, in cafe of a refufal, I was
to face all® the horrors of poverty, aad to
remain without any. proteftor, friend, or relief.
After deliberating fome hours I was determined:
not to accept the offer; truely, more from a prin-
ciple of confcience than inclination. - It is trae, It
- muft have offered fome viclence to my nicenefs,.
in accepting: a husband, for whom I bad the
greatelt indifference; bueftill as my affettion was:
not preingaged, and I had a mild eafy temper, I
certainly thought I'thould be lefs uphappy in fol-,
lowing my kinfiman’s advice, than expofing my~-
felf to beabandoned by him ; but I alfo thought
Ifhould be cruelly tormented with remorfes for.
doing what I could not in my opinion jultify. I
was brought up,.as 1 {aid before, with the noti}on,
‘ : thats
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that virtue only could make us happy; and that
fuch things,as are generally Jooked upen as evils, .
could not affe& the happinefs of a foul governed.
by its dury, and enamoured with the charms of
uprightnefs. Thefe principles were certainly trug,
if we talk of real virtue, and not of that, where-
of | had conceived falfe Ideas. I refolved there-
fore to run all hazards, rather than a& contrary
‘to fuch noble and praife-worthy principles; I
was even glad of an occafion to thew the con-
tempt T'had of the frowns or favours of fortune ;.
my pride was flattered, by my fteadinefs; and
thus I facrificed all the conveniencies of life to a
paffion ; but I made a bubble of myfelf, and was
{frongly perfuaded, that I had no other view, but
to teach men, that the virtue of a ftoic {ufficed to-
‘bear up azainft the greateft difficulties..

I imparted the refolation T had ‘taken to my
uncle, and affared him withal, that it thould never:
hinder my continuing to fhew him' all the grati-
tude,and the greateft refpect, that lay in my power-. -
I'folemnly declared, that'my refufing to comply:
with his defire was not owing to a weak paflion:
for another perfon, but to the fear of hurting my
confcience by an engagement, which it could
not approve ; that the match propofed offered
me great advantages, but ‘that riches were nét
fo much efteemed by me, as to let them have
the preference to virtue, * and to facrifice the Tafk
to the purchafe of the former; that a promife
from the lips, and not from the heart, muft be
attended with guile, and-that I! could not wich-
“out great injuftice enter upon‘a’contrat of fuch
importance, whilit I found that T was unable to
-difcharge the duties confequent to the engage--
ment ; that'l was not miftrefs of my affe€tions;-
and,, in. fhort, that no -one fhould have aly

. hand;
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‘hand, who had not before obtained the firft place

in my heart. _ _
I was amazed, that my uncle’s paffion gave
~me room to make {o long a [peech ; but obferving
his countenance I {oon perceived, that his paflion
-with-held his tongue. He began at laft to {peak,
‘but it was to load me with reproaches.; my rea-
dons he condemned as romantick tooleries, which
~he believed I'gave no credit to myfelf;, he added,
that my only intention. was to impofe upon him,
that I might have leifure, and meet with lefs
difficulry to make fome ushappy match. It was
1n vain for me to proteft, that I was not then in
a mind to marry the perfon he propofed, or
-any other. He continued t6 think, that a young
Wwoman atmy time of life could not {o obftinately
rejedt a husband, with whom fhe was to come
.anto {o great a fortune, unlefs the had {fome other
.perfonin view. He called God to witnefs of the
Juft reafons of his anger, and of my ingratitude
and want of duty; and giving me a bank note of
fty pounds, as the laft token of his compaflion
he bid me be gone out of his houfe, and never to
.appear in his fight again. I called all my courage.
1o my afliftance to thank him for all paft kind-
‘meffes, and with a low court’sy I left his cham-
‘ber. I made what hafte I could to get my clothes
together, and about an hour afrer went to a
.man’s, who had been formerly my father’s fer-
~vant and let lodgings. The next day I paid a
_vifit to a coufin of mine, he was fon to my fa-
_ther’s elder brother ; he had inherited the greateft
part of the family-eftate, and increafed his for-

~tune confiderably by marrying a rich heirefs. As
we had been very intimate in my father’s life-time,
‘and knowing befides, that he had been brought
.wp in the fame principles that I was, I hoped I
58 ik fhounld

'
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fhould meet there with fome comfort and friend-
thip, if not reief. I gave him a minute account
of my adventure, and expefted, that he would
have applauded my condutt ; but the air of {corn,
‘which appeared in-his looks, and increafed gradu-
ally as I was [peaking, convinced me how much
was miftaken. What evil fpirit, he faid, in-
‘terrupting me, has made a fool of my poor cou-
fin ? | always took her before for a woman of
good fenfe. What nonfenfe to lofe your uncle’s
favour, and to be reduced to beg for refufing fo
advantageous a match § and why, pray ? becaufe
forfooth you had no love for the man you was to
marry. Who are they, I want to know, that
confult their own good liking in the cafe of mar-
riage ? I have fifteen hundred pounds a year, and
that leayes me more room to humour my incli
nations, than you have, thatare not worth a
thilling. I would not have you to imagine, that
either my heart or my eyes had any thare in my
marriage, I only thought of her fortune, thir-
teen thoufand pounds, which I had with her; asto
‘her face and humour they never once came into
queftion. Would I have given two pence for
my wife 7 No faith! but her- fortune can pro-
cure me a feraglio of beauties, and fatisfy my
inclination to whatever may be my pleafure.
W hat matters it, whether a husband or a wife be
amiable, as long as money can fupply what is
wanting ? You, dear coufin, had an opportunity ;
you might have been miltrels of as ample a for-
tune as mine, and have procured yourfelf what»
ever you wanted.  Could you fancy, that, being
married, no one durft make warm addrefles to
you? Quite contrary ; now that you-are fingle,
you will fcarce find a lover, whereas being mar-
ried you would find afcore with cafe, in as much
as
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as they are out of danger of being engaged fare
ther than they delfire. You were for making a.
confiderable figure 'in the world, 'and picking out
fiuch a lover as romances defcribe ;- for, indeed, 1
do riot think you would have had any dlﬂiculty
in managing,: &5 you ylmied honeft Fobn Trah‘,
that was intenided for'you.

My indignation could not fuffor this ﬁram ofi
converfarion any longer.. I gotup with a dif*
dainful look, and was ]eavmc the room, when
tmy urworthy 1e]4t10n taking me by the arm,
~amy precey hrtle coufn, fid he, put off thofe
fcornful airs, I know you, and have kaown mas
ny others. Leave to fuch, asare brought up by
priefts and nurfes,  the fear of everlatting fires,
and .the dread of being carried away by rthe
d—v—I, if they liften to the calls of naturs,
which invites them to lead an agrceable life. Let
thofe women enjoy the liberty 'of being foolithly
virtuous ; you have too much good {enfe to fol=
low their examp‘f‘ You know, - that the period
of your being is of a fhort duration; it is but
reafonable to  make your advantage of time, 4nd
to divert yourfelf without {cruple. '

He wouldiundoubtedly have gone on, but my
paflion: and rage was ralfed to the hlf’llcﬂ' pltCh
I' flang our of" his hands,-and went “out, afiur-
ing him, that he fhould never have another oc-
cafion to infult my diftrefs, and to fully my ima=
gination with his filthy difcourfe ; in effe&, I re-
folved never to come nsar his hCULC and I ffood-
to my refolution.

Lady Lowifa. An uaworthy man! Mrs. 4f7able.
How came Fidelia not to fly in his face? I. 1houlé
gertainly have ftruck the villain.-

Mrs. Affasle. I thould have been tempted to
do fo ; but.the flory is too long, what remaing:

of
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of it, to go through it this day.” We will have
the continuation of it the next time we meet.” .

1. Lady Lxcy. - Oh you are very hart-hearted,.
Mrs. Affable. 1 juft long to know what will be-
come of - poor Figelia. Hitherto, {etring afide a-
liccle pride, fhe is faultlefs.. I muft own fhe had.
a wrong way of thinking with refpel to religion,
but that was the facher’s fanlt and not hers.

- Mifs Friwolous: For my part, I muft fide with:
her in oppofing her uncle’s will.  Oh! it is the
faddelt thing that can happen to marry a man.
one don’t love. Are not you of my opinion,.
Mrs. Affable.

Mrs. Affable. Far from it, my dear; on the:
contrary I am perfuaded, that the love-matches:
;Iun the greatelt hazards of proving very un--

appy- -

« LI)_E:l)dy Lucy. Why, Mrs. Zfable? Would you.
have me marry a perion, that I don’tlove, or’
oné for whoun | have an averfion ? :

Mrs. Affable. You muft not confound one.
thing with another. There 1s a wide difference-
in not loving, and pofitively difliking a perfon.
I would rather advile a young woman to beg
Her bread, than marry a man, to whom fhe is
quite averfe ; but:if dhe-has an efteem for him, .
that is grounded upon her knowledge of his good
bumour, that fuffices to determine her to give
her hand to him; -and experience has fhewn,.
that more matches fucceed in this' way,  than:
thofe that are made by inclination.

Mifs Frivolous, I alloreyou, Mrs. 4fable, that:
I will never marry, unlefs I have a very great:
love for the perfon I thall take to be my husband.

Lady Lucy. I am of the fame mind, and I muft:
join with Fidelia ; marriage includes a vow, o
promife to loye a hysband. He is a companioms

i We:
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we chufe, a mafter, a guide, that we take. The
fubjeftion would be intolerable, if we did not.
love the perfon, to whom we confent to grant
41l the authority comprehended in thofe titles.

* Mrs. Affable. Yes indced, ladies, marriage’
would be an infupportable flavery, unlefs you
Ioved your husband; but'I will maintain, that
a young woman, who has made a ‘proper inquiry-
" into the chara&er of her'faturehusband, and
has conceived an efteem for him from the cha-
ra&er the has difcovered, will infallibly love her
hushand. I do not pretend thie thall fall in love
with him ; no, that is not neceflary for the hap-
pinefs of a married ftate ; but the will love him
ds a friend, that deferves her confidence; ihe
will make her happinefs confift in obeying him,
and making him as happy as it fhall be in her
power to do. Mifs Frivolous, -you will be fure to
be to morrow at our private conference, which
I am to have with thefe ladies, and where this
point fhall be thoroughly difcufled.

S e e R A R R
DIALOG'UE‘XVIII.

LadyLovuisa, Lady Lucy, Mifs Z1~ a, Mifs

Frivorous, Mrs. ArFacLe, Lady SINCERE.

Mrs. AFFABLE,

Did not think proper to fpeak more fully of
H the neceffary difpofitions to make the mar-
riage ftate happy. The younger fet of little la-
dies will not want infirudtions on that headlrhi§
pis ' ong
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long time ; but as the time draws near for moft
of you to bhe married, and two of you will very
foon be difpofed of, I'am highly pleafed with this
occafion to give you my thoughts upon this fub-
ject: ‘

; Mifs Friwobus. You caft a look towards me;
has any one told you I was going to be married ?

Mrs. 4ffable. Yes, my dear. [ am generally
one of the firft, that knows what concerns
«you all, as many as you are. They know I love
you, and that I am interefted -for your welfare;
“your general confeflions are made to me, and I
know the next morning what has happened to
any one of you the day before. -

Mifs Friwolwus. Pray, what do: they fay about
me ? Do not keep any thing from me.

Mus. Zffable. But how fhall I know, that you
will not take icill of me, particularly, if I thould
perhaps fay any thing, that may be difagree-
able to you before thefe Iadies ?

Mifs Friwolous. They are all my intimate friends ;
I hope {o at leaft ; you are free to fay what yon
pleafe before them. Befides, 'if the public has
informed you cencerning my behaviour, they
very likely know already what you have to fay.

Mys. 4ffable. You are much in the right, my
dear ;- perhaps ycu are the only perfon in towmn,
that is not acquainted with what I am about to
tell you. :

Mifs Friwslous, You frighten me, Mrs. 4ffable ;
then itmuft be very public.

It is indeed, my dear friend, and among fo
many that wifh you well, not one has had the
courage, not one has had the heart to give you
a friendly notice of the town-talk. I muft in
‘all likelihood have a greater friendfbip for you
than the reft, fince I take the difagreeable task

upon
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‘upon me, and run the hazard of forfeiting yout
welteem, and Jove of me, by what really thould
«make me more worthy of it. .

Mils Eriwolous, ‘No, Mrs. Affatle 5 you fhall
not lofe my friendfhip; to be fure I have many
daults, but I am not guilty of taking amifs the
advice given ime by friends with regard to my
‘behaviour, when T have reafon to believe, that
Atis done outof kindnefsand affeGion. )

. Mirs. Afeble. T am perfuaded you will dome
the juftice to believe, ‘that itis out of no otler
motive, that I 'venture to put you in mind of
things, that may be difagreeuble for youto hear..

No fooner was it known in the world, thae
“you honoured ‘me with your company at our lef-
fons, but people made themflves very bufy in.
-acquainting me with your charafter. You was
:not at all fattered in your piture; and if I had
-been fo inclined, 1 fhould have formed a moft
difadvantageous opinion of you; butias Tam ne
firanger-to this malicious worlcs. T fufpended my
Judgment, and I have obforved you very firictly
to find out how I was to form it.

. Mifs Priwolus. Well! what have you difcover-
ed Mcs. dffabls?

. Mvs. 4fable. That for the moft part you was
mot concerned in cheir imputations; but that
withal youhad given too much room by impru-
dence, -and a lefs guarded-condu& for their frams
ing fuch = judgment of you. I have come out
with it at laft, deareflt mifs; I muft juftify what
I have faid. I beg you will hear me ‘with at-
tenton.

You are pretty, and you are not unacquainted
with it; 'you will be very rich, and all the world
knows it.  This is enough to let loofe a crowd
of jealous young women againft you, ‘and to ex-

cite.
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cite them to the moft rigorous and fevere inquiry
into your behaviour, and-endeavour to bring you
into difrepute. A very lictle reflexion -would have
taught you, that the advantages you have muft-
naturally produce this effect; and this would have
engaged you to confine your conduét within much
narcower bounds, than many others,. that no hold.
“might Le left for malice to take any advantage.
No, inftead of this, you {e€m to have entered in-
to a combination with your enemies, as if you
bad Iaid a wager, that you would flip no occafi-
on,which might give them room to, difcredit you,
1ils Frivolous. But my good God! Mrs. 4ffa-
ble, what is there fo very extraordinary in my
‘behaviour ? i ) :
Mrs. Afable. You fhallhear. To begin, you
are extremely giddy ; mext you are a.coque! of no
fmall degree. Your headis ftuffed with dange-~
rous romances; I have obferved: them among
your books.. Your thoughts running upon no=
thing but amorous-adventures has made you con-
clude, that all the gentlemen muft be firuck
‘with your charms. I will go farther, you have:
wifhed it, and been {o imprudent, as to let them.
difcover this weaknefs. Laft fummer you haps
pened to be, where a great many fareign offi--
cers, were, They are {parks by profeflion;
they vied with each other,who fhould make you
the fineft and moft amorous compliments; you.
believed, that profufion of fweet words fronu:
thofe gentlemen. was attended with the .greateft
fincerity. Well! dear mifs, when they were by
themfelves, your fimplicity became a jeft with:
them, .and they diverted one another with
making you very ridiculous. A fortnight ago
1 fell into company, where two of thofe gen-
tlemen vyifited ; 1 named you as a perfon:
' with
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with a great fhare of wit and merit; this was
received with great fhouts -among the com-
pany, as if T could not have faid any thing more
extravagant. Really, faid a lady to me, you
are ftrangely prejudiced in behalf of your fcho-
lars ; and nothing but the greateft prepofleflion
could find any wit in the perfon you have men-
tioned. The qrherday I was with a very deferv-
ing young lady,who takes pleafure in reading, and
“1s provided with a good library; mifs Frivolous
came thither, and feeing fo many books, burft
vut a laughing like a mad creature, and asked the
lady whar the meant with all thofe volumes. I
read them with pleafure, the other anfwered ;
then fhe redoubled her peals of laughter, and the
animal, you have been praifing, protefted, that
the fight of her library was enough to give her
the megrim,
« Mifs Frivolus. Is it poffible this ftory fhould
be taken up thus and carried abroad P Mrs. 4/~
fable, 1really was guilty of this folly. But you
know I love books, and I was then with a lady,
‘who ridicules all that underftand fomething, be-
fides drefling and detra&ing; I did this to mock
Pler By ]
" Mrs. 4fable. You fee what it is to be in bad
¢ompany. Half of your faultsare owing to that
caufe, but to return to the converfation, of which
you was the principal {ubje&,

I know thar ithe is very filly, faid one of the
officers; but for all that, the would fuit me very
well; fhe is beautiful, and moreover very rich ;
it would do wonderfully well for me.

But, his companion replied, you muft be un-
commonly bold to venture on fuch a match. A
coquet at feventeen feldom lays down that cha-
valter ; probably you may not be yery jealous.I
L4 11
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I’ tell you, fays the other; {he is modeft in
the main; bu, if the goes on, theis not to be
trufted. A woman, that feeks to pleale will fome
time or other meet with a perfon, that will pleafe
her ; I would fpare no pains to make her fenfible
of this important maxim by frequent repetitions ;
but, if I could not {ucceed, I fhould very {oonde-
termine what I had to do. Madam fhould be at
liberty to coguet it away as the pleafed with a fe-
parate maintenance, the leaft, that could be al-
lowed ; and I would take my pleafure with her
fortune. -

Mifs Friwolous. 1 could cry with vexation, Mrs.
Affable 5 1 guefs the perfon’ who fet me off with
this fine fpeech. Falfe man! he applauded all
my follies ; one would have thought he was pafs
fionately in love with me. |

Mrs. Jffable. Perhaps he was, my dear. Men
are daily in love with women they defpife. Love
and contempt often meet in the (ame perfon ; the
ficfl, it is true, feldom lafts long. Bur let us
make an end of what was faid concerning you,
I ftuck to it, that youhad wit, and itis very true.
Nature has endowed you largely in that refpect,
but her gifts have yet availed you nothing.  You
are ftill ignorant, and grofsly {o ; you love read-
ing, but your reading lies in trifling filly books.
You have never applied to any one thing'; if you
can but gad from morning till night with ladies
of your own way and humour you are fatisfied.
‘This thould make you tremble, my dear; thofe
mean defpicable women, who, notwith{tanding
their rank, are become the butt of all the low
jefls of the meaneft rabble, all of them fet out in-
to the world as you do. ¢

Mifs Frivolous. Rather than ever to refemlle
them, I chufe to die on the fjot. ‘

Mrs,
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‘Mrs. Affable. 1 am- perfuaded you do fny dear ;

your will is good, -and comes from a heart, that
1s fincere; and confequently you will fubmit to
the direétions' I fhall give: you for avoiding {0
greata misfortune. The firft, and the moftim-

portant, is to'fhun bad company.

£ NEiGs Frivslous. 1 do aflure you, Mrs. Affabl

‘that among the ladies I frequent, T do not know

one, but what is. very modelt, and: of unfullied
reputation. '

Mrs. 4ffable. Youare certainly miftaken; the
ladies you fee are very modeft ; Iam willing at
Jealt to believe it; burthey have not the faireft
charaler; they are, jike yourfclf, unfettled young
Judies, who mind nothing but pleafure, and have
their heads fall of a'defire to pleafe; and that is
more than fufficient to bring the modefteft wo-
man into diffepute. ' On the other fide examine
yourfelf. Whatis the topic of converfation,when
you meet ? Your drefs, the gentlemen of your

-acquaintaince, the intrigues of one, and the lover

of another. All'this vain talk keeps up and feeds

that inclination to trifles, which you muft abfo-

Jutely lay down. Providence has thrown in your
way a very-cafy means for that good purpofe ; it
‘has helped you toa very agreeable acquaintance
with thefe ladies; you bave for fome time {light=
ed them, but they will forgive your neglect, 1
am fure. Make hafte, and without affettation,
break off abfolutely with the others. Let it be
‘done forthwith, Ifay; you havenot the Ieaft mi-
siute to lofe ;. you are within ‘a very little of
Tofing your charater ; and as much your friend
as I am, ‘principles of ~confcience will oblige
me very foon to forbid ‘thefe ladies any farther
correfpondence with you.

Mifs
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« Mifs Friwolous, I have heard all the reft with,
patience, but cannot bear this laft ftroke. It thould,
feem, by what you fay, that-I am aloofe young,~
woman, - ! :

Mrs. Affable.. To difguife the truth would not
be alting the part of a friend. No, my dear, you;
are not a loofe liver; you abhor the guilt; * but
Iet me repeat ‘it, you are in the road, that leads,
to: flagitioufnefs. I could name. half a {fcore,
ladies, who are become infampus in the {fame,
way. Coquetry, as wellias unfettlednels, brings,
you tothe fame; who: efcape thofe dangers, can
only efcape:by miracle. . Let us fpeak our, minds
freely. You are fcarce eighteen, and you have
already had two feveral inclinations. Very fortu-
nately for you, younfir{t was for a man of honour,
who never thought once of making an improper
ufe of the: paflion, which you had infpired to
him; now you have a fecond;, the match is un-
doubtedly futable ; but you know. as wellas my-
felf, that it daes not very much pleafe your fa-
ther, and that he will very probably refufe his
confent, by which yeu will be expofed to an in-
finity of dilagreeable reports. ALt

Mifs Frizo/ous. As wedpeak with open hearts,
and-great fincerity; there fhould be no diflem-
bling. I defire to be -married, and for very good
seafons. I have loft my mother; and my, father,
who is not: in a condition to train me up in the
world, is: of courfe under a neceflity to: leave me
now,to thecare of one lady, then of another, and
thefe two- ladies are not equally fuitable to my
temper. Goout lefs, you will fay ;, that is migh-
ty well, but I find:a- good.deal of trouble and
vexation'at, home ; my younger fifter/is my fa-
therls idol 5. the is moft tedions company. ~This
makes me wifh.I: was. fettled ; this is, the re?'l
: 4 caufe
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caufs of my ‘coguetry, for Tam determined not
to marry a man unlefs he love me, and a man,’
whomIcan alfo love. . : .
Mrs. Affable. Extremely well! it is very fit-"
ting, that you {hould marrya man, that you can
love, but there is no neceflity of loving him firft;
nay, that is really dangerous. I look upon you
to be too generous to marry without your father’s
confent: What will become’ of you, if your in-°
clination and his pleafure fhould not agree ?. You
meet in company with all the ratcle-headed
coxcombs in town. You may find in the’
crowd one of théfe, that thall not only amule,
but really affeét your heart. What is to be done
then? You muft either be marcied to this ratcle-
head againft your father’s will, if he refufe his
¢onfent; or, fooner or later, tear him from your
heart under the greateft rack and torture, with
the moft fenfible violence to yourfelf. “However
we will fuppole, that you may overcome your
father by repeated importunities, and that he will
Jet you have your fancy; you will marry with-
out knowing the man. It requires ferious re-
fleftions, and a great-prefence of mind to look in-
to a man’s chara&er and conduét; and thought
and prefence of mind are not the allotment of
lovers. You will look upon your fpark, as the
eighth wonder of the world ; you will {fuppofe
and imagine perfeCtions which he has not, you
will excule the real defefs he has. In your fight
he will be all love and fubmiffion; @ you will
fondly conceit this will continue always; and I
could fafely fear all thefe appearances will va-
“nifh in a fhort time after the nuptials. . Thisis
certain, that nothing can laft always, but fuch
fentiments as take their rife from a well ground-
ed efteem. Your perfon isfuch as may infpire [?.
Pass
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paflion; but your behaviour hitherto has not been
at all fit to raifea great efteem of you ; whencel
am very pofitive, that you can only fix a giddy-
headed, or vain fuperficial thoughtlefs man; and
how can yon depend upon fuch a character? :
I had a friend a moft lovely perfon about fix-
teen years of age. A young gentleman, that faw
her accidentally, fell in love with her, and fhe with
him. As he was much richer, and his father ex~
ceflively covetous, defpair -was the firit and the
only relief he found in this misfortune. IHe lock-
ed himfelf up in a remote cloler, and was three
days without meat or drink; by mere chance
they found him; he had fwooned away, and he
was with very great difficulty brought to himfelf;
this was being in love indeed. His father, to cure
him of his paffion, fent him upon h's travels for
two years, but perceiving his inclination was
ftronger than ever, obtained an order for him to
be fent to'the fzdies. He contrived to fee his mi~
ftrefs before his deparrure, made the ftrongeft pro-
teftations of an erernal love, and begged, that
fhe would not difpofe of herfclf before three years
were expired, and told her, that if fhe did not
hear from him within that term, fhe might con-
clude he was no more. Five years pafled with-
out the young Jady’s hearing from him; fhe
was known by the name of beautiful Fanny. Mean
time a man of great worth courted her, " and her
confent to this march was extorted by the 1mpor-
tunities and teizing of her family. ~She had no
inclination, buta great efteem for him, and fhe
could not forbear declaring, that he was ever
way qualified to make her very happy. The
day before the was to be married, fhe received a
letter from her lover, who had wrote feveral,

that never came to hand. There needed Nno more
Yor. 1IL B to
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to turn her head ;' the broke off her match, and
her fuiter having found means two years after to
come back to France, they were married. 'The
adored, . but did not' know each other. Half a
year’s time proved abundantly enough to open
their eyes. -The beauntiful Fanny had made fure,
that her hufband would. always be her lover ; the
thought him very unjuft, when the tranfports,
which she had been accuftomed to,began to difap-
pear; the complained, fhe wept; the firft imehe
wiped off her tears, and promifed to revive all the
warmth of his firft paffion. But asI havedeclared
to you before, love is a tranfient affettion, too. vio-
Jent toJaft; ~and the happielt thing that can be-
fal lovers engaged in. marriage, is to find a ten-
der friendfhip [pringing up from the afhes of de-
arted love.  This. commonly happens, when.a
well grounded efteem is the, forerunner of. love,
and dcarce ever.is the cafe, wherelove and efteem
have not joined .to. make their union.agreeable. It
was in vain for.the husband to promife, and to at-
tempt keeping up to the raptures of a bridegroom ;
the inutilicy of his endeavours to pleafe,dishearten-
ed him,and he grew weary of her complaints. At
Jaft he hated.her ;-he brovght in, rivals, to whom
he fhewed. the.fame. paflion-he. once had for her.
His behaviour had the.effedt, which. might be.na-
turally expetted ;. fhe hated himiin ker urn, and
looked uipon the day: of his, death “as the happieft
- day of her life. -Some; years, after: fthe. mec by
chanee with® herilover, .. or -rather.the friend -{he
was mpon the peint.of marrying ;. and. which fhe
wag-irequently forry fhe-bad not. done ; l'xs was
then about forty, and being out of conceir with
the buitle and boifterons plaafures of the . warld,
‘was i ouelt.of s.rational parener-for the remain-
der.of dife. - The beautiful Fanny-bad,dilappeared,

siil
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and could not be known again, fo much fhe was
altered.” Guefs 4t hér furprife,” when het “formér
lover propofed to bring on'again thie match which
ihe had broken off ** Madam, ‘14id 'Tie, "I muft
not ‘deceive yoa; I am'’'not in love, and very
likely . never, {hall be: I ‘make you a ténder’ of
my friendthip;“efteem, and’an intiré confidencé;
if that will pleale“you, “and if you arc'at liber-
ty, and willing 't6 ‘make''mé the fFme offér, I
hope to make you amends for all that you have
futfered. “Faunny, who had faréed fo 11l with'*feve,
was determined to try ‘the'effedts of friendlhip
fhe ‘gave ‘her handto'her ftiend ;" and " they “are
now atually happy beyond’ éxpreffion. ’ Not'the
Ieaft cloud: has ever” datkened” the ferenenefs "of
their days ; their mutudl affe@ion increafes’ con-
tinually, ‘and “their conflant praycris; that they
‘may end their lives the fame day, not to feel the
roreure of a life, which, after feparation, neither
could bear. ' LSRR Ot Rk
Mifs Frivolous. I cannot underftand how a
young woman can be happy with''a ‘man ‘older
than herfelf. i POR RIS
 Mrs. gfable. A man that isonly ¢ight years

older than'his wife, is as young asfhe is," if things
are well underftood; “or 'young enough for Ker
~and this fhould be a ftanding' rule. " If 4 frend
‘hould ask my advice, I fhould ¢aution Ler againit
a man, that was not at leaft twenty eiglit or thir-
ty year old. Before that agé a man’s chatadeér is
not come to 4 confifteiicy, it is not formed'; paffi-
ons are ftill"in" tlicie full force'; ‘and ‘oe “ein
frame no idea of what may happen. - 97 270
Lady Zucy 1 agree with you in o inion, Mrs.
Afable. . Whent I faid, that I Ewo(fd ot chufe
to marry without love, T'Wanted terms 'to explain
my ideas. - By love-I micant a - drifin

‘Ficndmhiy arifice
B2 from
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from a juft efteem, and, to ufe Fidelia’s words, I
will never give my hand to any man, that has
not the firft place in my heart. I alfo join with
ber in regard to a delicacy of fentiments or paffi-
ons, and unpolite behaviour. That coarle rough-
nefs to me appears intolerable in a perfon, with
whom I have chofen to fpend my life. That
defet breaks our on all occafions, and I cannot
blame Fidelia for refufing a husband {fo unpo-
lifbed.

Mrs. Afable. Obferve, mifs Friwvolous, the diffe-
rence, which . different forts of books produce in
the mind. Lady Lzcy, who only reads ferious
books, has not even the idea of the foolith paffi-
on, which inceffantly takes up your thoughts,
becaufe yonr romances reprefent it agreeably, and
{et it off to advantage, though not as it is in it-
felf. A mcdeft and prudent young woman, far
from feeking the occafions of admitting the filly
weak paffion into her heart, avoids it with care,
and fpares no pains to keep herlelf free to receive
.a husband from rhe hands of her parents without
repugnance. dait i 1

Now I muft anfwerlady Lzey. Providence has
_placed you in a ficuation,where you can marry as
‘you pleafe, and as you with. You are in the
midft of plenty under the eyes and care of af-
_fe&tionate parents, who love you, and whofeaim
is chiefly to make you happy. Nothing prefles,
that you fhould be in bafle to marry ;- you have
“time and leifure to chufe according to your mind ;
and yon will do wifely not to enter upon an en-
‘gagement, till you meer with a perfon who reu-
nices in himielf both the amiable and efteemable
‘qualifications. . Providence feems to give you
that liberty by the fituation you ﬁaxjd in, fo
“such to your adyantage.  Fidelia’s cafe, and of

a
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a thoufand others, differs widely from yours.
How many young women are by their circum-
ftances obliged to other laws, and cannot follow:
the fame rules? and not to depart from our ex-
ample, prudence, her condition, and the certain-~
ty the had, that the could live contentedly with
a man, who only wanted fome exterior accom-
plithments, {hewed plainly, that providence point=
ed out this march for her. Thz qualities, that
are worthy of efteem are never to be overloocked ;
better a thoufand times to ftarve with hunger;
than be married to a man without honeft princi-
ples ; but wherve there 1s worth and probity, in
fiany occafions a young woman i§ not to infilt on
the reft.

Can you think in good earncft;, my ‘dear, of
finding a man, that is entircly perfe&®, and with
whom you can never have any.crofs to fuffer?
You miftake greatly, if you flatter yourfelt with
fuch ‘hopes.: The beft fuited, and the happicft
matches are not without trouble and pain; and
here the eafc and fatisfaction of married perfons
depends upon a mutual facrifice of their hu-
mours, and a reciprocal patience with each others
defelts.  Fidelia fhould have concluded, that pro-
vidence required her accepting the match offered,
fince 1t offered her no other means of fuppore
in her diftrefs ; by which fhe would have avoid-
ed the misfortunes, wherein fhe afterwards found
herfelf invalved. I only fay this in general, for
numberlefs  circumftances : frequently ralter the
cale.

We muft make an end: Mifs Frivolus, I hope,
will find fome benefit from our conference, and
I {ball fpeedily hear fiom the public, that fhe
is reformed. : :

Trg A R AT
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- Mifs Eriwolous.. The public will take careenough
€ repeat; my; folhbs, but I may become fo much
a faint as to be quite out of farther notice.

o Mus,, difable. Pardon me, 'my- dear; I muﬁ
fdy with madam de Sewigni 3 the world is neither
filly. nor unjuft.. . It abates of. the good, it makes
Jacge additions to the bad part of chara&ers. But
perfons acquainted, with the wor ]u, may make
a tolerably exaét calculation; and in the main

you: may. rely. on. the judgment of the pubh»,
making lome allowance cicher way.

?@«t 2 **?é%*ﬁ%%%%**%%*%

DIAL‘OGUE XIX.
i 1(/[(‘5- AP‘FABLE.

7 OU.mmay.remember, ladies, that we had
Y .nO.time forgcorrmphy when we met laft.
That omiffion muft be made up. Begin lady
Senfible. . .

+ Lady Senféle Iam now to {peak of the land of
the Amazops... The airis Hotter than in any other
part of dmerica 5. and yet there are fruitful fields,
efpecially . near. the  rivers. It is thought they
have gold:rnmes, :as the favages often brmg fome
with them. - Hitherto.no.one has found his way
to. the interior patts of the eountry. Here are
na towns. ‘The river of the dmazons croffes the
country, and the inhabitants, who live without
chiefs or laws, aré camba]s, that is; as we have
obferved before, man-eaters.

. As to North. America,it is uncertain whether it
is a continent, or a vaft peninfula, as no perﬁm
has gone quite throuch the country. The limits,

i as
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as far'asis yet known, are thefe. Itisbounded
on' the north by Haudfon's {treights, and a bay of
the fame name, or the Chrifiiana-fea ; whart lies
beyond is'not known ; on the eaft by the North
Sea, and the Ithmus of Pozama ; 1n the South
by the gulf of Mexico, and the Souti-Sea, the
fame fea-is-the weftern-boundary. .

Lady W#ity. But why not. get farther up into
the country as they are-there ?

Mrs. 4ffable. This has been attempted feverai
times; and'many pretend, that America is con-
tinent to 4fiz, oris only feparated from it by
fireights. Several have endeavoured to find this
paflage through Hudfon’s bay, but were ftopr by
‘mountains: of ice. The paflage by land is as
difficult ; as the extreme parts of Nerth dmerica lie
within the Frigid Zone.

Lady Charlotre. When I was a very little one
T read a'book, T have forgot the name, but [
think it was a Poyage' of the Hollanders. Their
voyage was to the North of Ewrope, if F remem-
ber well, about or near the ftreights of Wepgarx.
All'on the fudden their thip was hemmed in with
ice on all fides; there were heaps of it like moun=
tains, infomuch, that there was no getting back
or forward. They were of neceflity to quit the
thip; they came into Nova Zembla, and tock
with them what they eould carry out of the fbip ;
they even cut their fhipin picces, and brought
off the planks. Now in that country there are
very large white bears. One of thefe carvied off
d Hollunder, and tore him ro bits in the prefence
of his compantons, who were not in 2 condition
to defend him from the cruel beaft. They faw
very well, that they muft wait for the meltin
of the ice ; they made a hutin the ground, ang
‘cavered it with planks, in form of a houfe.
’ B 4 The
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The cold was extreme, and they kindled a coal-
fire, which had like to have {mothered them ;
tuey got out as faft as they could to breathe a lit-
tle air; after this they contrived a large chim-
ney, and lived feveral months under ground.
They killed fome bears and foxes, which they
eat, and made themfelves clothes and caps with
the skins, which they wore with the furr inward.
They were fome time without a vifit from. the
bears, who very likely took the opportunity of
crofling over to another country upon the ice.
What was moft terrible during their ftay, they had
one continual night ; the fun was on the other
fide, and only gave them a few hours of twilight,
that is, a fort of light, fuch as we call the break
of day. Winter now drawing near to an end,
the bears returned, and attempted to come down
their chimney, which made them difpofe feveral
guns in fuch manner within the chimney, that
the bears trying to go down, made them go off
and kill themfelves. At laft when day came af-
ter this long night, they came out of their bur-
row, and built a boat with the planks of their
thip. Before they left this wretched place they
fet down the hiftory of their adventure upon a
large poft of wood, that it might be of fervice to
any one, that fhoul ! come by the fame misfortune.
After that, they went on board ; feveral died in
the voyage, being overfatigued ; the reft arrived
very fafe, I thinl, at dmflerdam, where they made
theirentry in their furrs.

Lady Mary. Ch dear! this is quite frightful,
Mys. 4ffable. Do you think there is any hu-
man creature there ? :

Mrs. A4ffable. There may, my dear. Former-
Iy the Torrid Zone was thought ro be without in-
habitants on account of the exceflive heats; yet

4 it
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it is very populous. If God has placed inhabis
tants under the Poles, he has provided them bo- -
dies able to ftand the cold. But we muft defer
the explication of North dmerica to another time,
and fer about our ftories. Lady Mary, begin.

Lady Mary. Cyrus being now mafter of Baby~
lon, governed that country with his uncle Cyax-
ares, who had very great confidénce in Daniel.
This Jaft fhewed him the prophecy of Jaiaf,.
which was conceived in thefe terms.

Thus faith the Lord to his anointed, to Gyras,
whofe right hand T have holden to fubdue nations -
before him : and I will loofe the loins of kings to
open before him the two-leaved gates, and the
gates fhall not be fhut.—I will go before thee,”
and make the crooked places ftreight, I will break
in pieces the gates of brafs, and cat in funder
the bars of iron.—And I will give thee the trea-
fures of darknefs, and hidden  riches of fecret
places, that thou mayeft know, that I am the
Lord which call thee by thy name, anl the Ged
of Ifrael, for Facob my fervant’s fake. Cyras was
altonithed, when he faw, that the prophet had"
foretold the things that had happened to him, and,
confequently to the prophecy he ifued the follow-
ing decree. ‘

Thus [aith Cyrus king of Perfia, The Lord God of*
beavven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth,
and be bath charged me to build bim an boufe at Je-
rufalem, awbich is in Judah.—-Wbo is there among
you of all bis people ? His God be awith him, let b
go up to Jerufalem, awhieb is_in Judah, and build.
the houfe of the Lord God of Ifracl. (Heis the God)
dvhich is in Jerufalem —And whofoever remaineth
in any place where he fojourneth, Jet the meir of bis.
place bebp bim with filzer, and <with gold; and with
goods, and with beafls, befides the free-will offering:

B s Jfor



7% .T/S‘é ’nui}g Zaz?z?f Magazine,

o the baufs of God, awhich is in Jerfalent. De-
fides, Cyrus the king, brought Sforih the wveffels of
2he houfe. of .1be Lord, _avhich Nebuchadnezzar bad
brought Sforth out of Jerufilem, and had tut them
intg the Faufe of his b P S and numbered them
unto Sbeﬂlbéﬁi{i’, the prince of Judah. Thus by
his orders 21l concurred to the execution of thiis.
great defign, the creafurers furnifhed all they de-
fived to this end, and the Jews were to offer fa-
crifice for his, and all his royal family’s pro-
{periit;Y".L siyels) 03 r-v i -
Immediately after the publication of this edict
a.great number of Feavs reforted to Terufalem,
and Jaid the foundations of the temple, but not-
witliftanding the care and application of Ezra,
who was a_ftribe, and a very holy man, the
work went on very flowly. The Samaritans, who
were declared encmies to the Fews, had brought
the minifters of Cyras over to their intereft; nay
the work was interrupted, and was not refumed
tiﬂ the timé Of Dz(u;z:;d,‘7 fhé.fo\n of H)ﬁ'af;e;. Neg-
kemiab, who was his cup-bearer, obrained a new
order to finith the work, and to rebuild the walls
of Jerujalem, and ‘the ‘gates of that city. When
the building of the temple was perfected he fim-
moned all the people to {olemnize the dedication ;"
fome wept for joy, fecing the temple rebuilt ;
athers, who remembered the magnificence of the
temple of Selozmon, - and compared the two_ftruc-
tures, thed tears of forrow ;. but the prophét Hag-~
gai to comforrithem, The glory, faid he, ‘of this
latter boufe jhall éej.gr;q/c;;'tbqﬁrz of the former, faits
‘the Lord of bofis & and in this place <0ill 1 give peace,’
Jaith the Lord Qf bof's M e e AL
o, Lady 7iny. T doi’t underfland this prophecy,
Mrs. Afatle. e

Mrs.
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Mrs. Affab’e. This is the fenfe, my dear; and
't cannot bear an other properly. What is the
peace between God and man? Jefus Chrifi no
doubt ; he reconciled us to his eternal father.
The prophet gave to underftand in thofe words,
that however great the {plendor of Solsimsn’s teme
ple was imagined, it could nevercome up to the
glory of the latter, which was to be honoured
with the prefence of the Mcfiak, and of God
made ‘man.

Admire with me, ladies, how clear and diftindt
the prophecy is. God not only declares his
name, but forevells his ations. This will ap-
pear flill more, when lady Wisty gives us an ac-
rcount of Cyras’s life. Lady Violent, favour us with
what relates to Danel.

Lady Ziolent  Danivl was & celebrated prophet,
who, from his tender infancy, obferved faithfully
the precepts of the Lord. Nebuchadnexzar had
given orders topick out among the children'of .the
Fecwifb captives the handfomett to wait upon him
in perfon. Theyhada governor-appointed, who
wasito teach them how they were todifcharge rheir
feveral employs about the king. Whilftthey weue
\infructing theyhada provifien affigned themof the
Xing’s meat, that they might appear fat.and fair,
when they came into theking’s prefence. Da-
pieland three other Fewifh youths, who, likehim,
had the fear of God, applied totheir governor, the
Javr of the.Lord, {aid they, forbidsus to make nfe
of your ‘meats ; it will be a favour, if you will
permit us to live-upon pulfe. Their ;governor
anfwered, I wifh it Jay in my powerto grant
your requeft, butif you are only fed with roogs

=and greens, you will appedr pale -and thin, ;and I
fhall be feverely punithed.. Try us, faid Daniel,
ox ten ddys; and if you find us altered in that

6 1imo,
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time, you fhall be at liberty to a& as you think
fit. The governor carried his complaifance fo
far, that he agreed to their prorofal, and {ce-
ing that they looked Letrer than the others, he
lett them to do as they pleafed. When all
the captive youths were brought befcre Niix-
Chadnezzar, he fixed his eyes particularly on thefe
four, who were more agreeable to him than any
of the reft. :
Some time after the king had a dream, which
gave him a good deal of inquietude ; he thought
‘on this, fome part of the night, and fel to fleep
‘again. . When he awaked in the morning, he en-
. deavoured to recolledt his dream, but to no pur=
pole; it was what he could nOt now remember.,
:Upon this he called together all the learned and
foothfayers, to give him the explication of a dream
-he could not poffibly call to mind. They repre-
dented, but in vain, that they could not explaina
-dream, without knowing what it was ; their ex=
‘cufes were not admitted ; in [hort, they were to
-be put to death, unlefs they divined the dream,
‘and its meaning. The fentence was on the point
“of being putin execution; and Daniel, with his
‘companions, were included among the others.
: They fell to their prayers, after which Danis/
waited on the ‘king, and declared to him his
dream, which he alfo explained at the fame time,
- The king with aftonithment fell upon his face to
:the ground, and ordered, that Daniel fhould be
“furnithed with all neceflaries for a facrifice to be
offered to his God, who was the God of gods.
Lady Charlotte. Nebuchadnezzar was mad to in-
;fift uponan impcflibility, and to condemp thofe
- pevlons to death on that account,
. Mrs. Afable. *Tis 4 pernicious confequence of
the education given to princes and great ones,
AU NP . , and
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and wh1ch was worfe in thofe days than it is
now, though itis ftill bad enough. Flatterers per-
fuade them, that all the reft are only made to
obey, let what will be commanded ; it is an un-
patdOnable fault not to comply. Many are
fo ufed, never to meet with any contradiction,
that they will be obeyed even in moft ridiculous
things. Parents in this refpeét have weaknefles
that cannot be forgiven, and will not fee, that
they effe&uallvipoxl and ruin their ch1ldrcn, by
ufing them to have their will in every thing with-
out control. I muft divert you with a lictle ad-
venture, that I faw with my own eyes.

A lady of great fenfe in all other refpeéts, had
an only fon, and was 1o tender of contraditing
him in the ]eaﬁ for fear of mafter’s being out
of order by it, thathe became a mere liccle ty-
rant, and broke out into downright fury upon
the leaft oppofition made to his whimfical out-of-
the-way fancies. Her husband, her relations,
her friends, remonftrated, that it would be the
ruin of her darling ; all this was without any ef-
fc&t. A whimfical adventure had more weight
with the lady, than all the reafons they could ol
ledge. One day as the was in her chamber, fhe
heard mafter crying in the court; he {cratch-
ed his face from an excefs of paffion and {fpite,
becaufe, you muft know, a fervant had refufed
fomething, that he would abfolutely have. Saucy
fellow!' faid fhe to the fervant, to refufe the child
what heasks. Faith! madam, faid he, he may
roar till morning before I give it him. At this
the lady was quite in a rage, and jult falling in-
to fits; away fhe runs, “and going throuUh a
parlour where her husband was, fhe begs of him
to come with her; and to turn off the impudent
foocman, who refuted to obey. This uentlemalil,

W
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who had as great a weaknefs for his lady, as fhe
had for the child, followed her, thrugging up his
fhoulders; his guefts got to the window to fee
what was the matrer. Tnfolent varler! faid he
to his man, how durft you difobey your lady and
refufe the child whar fe asked. Really Sir, my
lady may doit herfelf; mafter, a quarter of an
hour fince, faw the mbon in a bucket of water,
and muft needs havé me give him the moon. The
gentleman and his company hearing this, broke
out into_Idud peals of laughter; ‘the lady herfelf,
though hearrily out of humour, could not for-
bear {miling ; and grew {o much athamed of
this ‘6dd fcene, which made her fenfible of her
miftaken fondnefs, that fhe took another and bat-
ter method with Her fon, whom fhe made a very
hopeful youth of a fad fposiled child. ‘How many
mochers are there, that ftind in need of fuch ac-
cidents, to be taugh't'not to ule their children to be
allowed what they ctave and défire in thatablo-
Tute and over-bearing manner ? ,
Lady Mary. 1'Legin ‘to think, that as you told
us tWwo years paft, poor fare contributes to the
prefervation of ‘health ; “for Danisland his com-
panions were ‘in becrter Kealth ‘with their roots
and greens, than tlofe, who were at a grand table.
‘Mils Rural. Wids that infance neceflary to
believe Mrs. 4F44l 2 Tam fo much perfuaded,
that fhe Will not impofe wpon me, that I allow
without farther idquiry all that the fays. :
‘Mrs. dffable. T am much obliged to you, my
fear 5 “but you'have forgot our‘agreement. We
dre not to take arly thing that is faid upon truft,
Without good proofs,
“‘Lady Mary.” Can'thete be any fatisfaltory rea-
fons 1o ‘thew, that we thall enjoy better health
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by living teimperately, of even very poorly, thart
1§ plentitul ard fuiptaos eatisg. |
“Mys. Afable. Thar can be eafily done, my
dear. Lét dsfuppofé, thar the King makes a pre-
font to all his fubjels; of a load of coal to
each, with this charge, and that he fhould fay,
Bufband this coal well, you are to have no more,
a5 long as you five to drefs your eatables, and
you-ihall ezz/t fothing but what is drefied with
this cdal. How would you contrive, Lady Mary,
to make your fuel go as far as poffible
Lady Mary. I would Tive tipon fuch things as
are reidily dreffed, and require not much iire in
the drefling ; but what relation is there Mrs. Af-=
fable between a load ‘of coal, and living poorly ?
‘Mrs. A ffable . Thereisa connettion, and it 1s 'this #
God allots to every one'thit comes into the world
a certain p'ro'port"idn of fire. This fire'ts the heat
of the ftomach, whigh, #s our common fire 'is
ufed to drefs vituals, digefts our miea, and
ferves as I may fay, to drefs and prepare what
we eat afid drink for interfor ourithment. The
femperate mian hufbands this fire ; and you jultly:
obferve, that, Tefs is required to digeft "gréens,
and fuch Tight food, than for concotting beefy
and p;\h_er.f\i’ef{h“'ﬁiéétfs. Befides, ‘moderate people’
not only eat ‘edts of ‘ealy digeftion, but {tint
fheir appetite to'a {fhiall quantity, and only fuch
zfs:ﬁiiﬂce’s"to"ﬁ;‘ppqrt}’life. Your gluttcns ‘on the
éontrary ‘never ‘fpare this fire, they'pur a ‘greéat:
deal oo much to ‘the 'fot ; they ‘are perpetually
ftuffing and cramming. When ‘the ‘fire is fpent,
dedth coines on courfe, afid the devourers fpend
théir fare 'of fuel'very fooh. ~An'Epicure isfel-
dom long-lived, and thofe few Who reach’to old
dge, ‘with ‘téfnperance would Have prolonded
their Lives to'a“fafthér térm. - The greateftpart
g a1
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are old.at forty, few exceed fixty, and if they .
pafs thofe years, you find them heavy, dull, and
mnfupportable to themfelves and to others. And
this is the firlt reafon to prove that a remperate
life conduces to a long life, and a good flate of
health.

Mifs Ryral. 1 can fafely fay, Mrs. 4fzble, that
I am not greedy; I could live very well on
pulie. If it was otherwile, the argument you
have brought, would engage me to curb a crav-
ing appetite for the prefervation of health ; but
if one could die in an inftant without ficknefs or’
infirmity, the advantage of living to an old age,
is not {uch as to make it worth the while to {ub-
mit to any conftraint. Life is even long cnough
already. -

Mrs. Affuble. I thought o at fourteen years.
of age. JSixty years appeared to me at fuch a
diftance, that I never thought of living {o long;
and now they draw near, and the great number
of years I have lived, looks but like a dream, and
nothing is lefc but the few good aétions I haye
done, and the regreet of having loft fo much time
unprofitably. Time grcws more and more in re-
queft as it fhips from us ; and we are more defir-
ous of life at fifty, than at fifteen. '
- Mils Raral. Thatis beyond my capacity of un-
derftanding. Could I have known, before I came
into the world, the particulars of this life, which
are to be gone through, and it had been left to
my choice I fhould not have found, I think any
very prefling temptation to exift.
_ Mifs Frivslous. In my life, I never heard the
Like. You muft-be very unhappy, Mifs, to be {o
tired with this world. '
. Mifs Rural. 1 do not believe there is any one
perfon in the world {o happy asTam.. My farheé

an



DIALOG UE  XIX 41

and mother are the kindeft of parents ; they prer
vent and are beforehand with me in every thing
that I can wilh in reafon, and by the {pecial
grace of God I wifh for nothing out of reaton. I
2 o not rich enough to be cumbered with wealth,
hor in danger of being poor; 1 am fatisfied I
fhall never be conftrained to marry againlt my
inclination, and if I defire to be n}ztrried, I am
very fure I fhall find no obftacle to a match from
either of them. Such is my happy fituation,
and yet, defireable as it is, not of fufficient
weight to make me fo fond of life. :
Lady Louifa. Butafterall, my dear ; what rea-
fon have you to be difgufted with, it ?
" Mifs Rural. Give me leave 10 ask, Madam,
‘what fhould move me {o particularly to defire it.?
But don’t imagine, that I have an averfion to
life ; no, it is a Very indifferent objet to me;
and 1 would not give a pin.to chufe between a
longer and a fhorter life. ; *
Mrs. Affable. To keep up to the regulations of
our fociety, Mifs Rural muft acquaint us with
her reafons for this extraordinary manner of
thinking. . ,
Mifs Reral. That is eafily done, Mrs. Affabls.
Suppofe a man has lived an hundred years; what
has he been doing all this time ? He has flept
thirty whole years at leaft. If he has been under
a neceflity of allowing an hour:every day to con-
verfe with people, for whom he has the greateft
indifference, this will amount to four tedious
years, fpent in difagreeable company, from a re=
gard to the common rules of civility. Add to
this, an hour paft every day in undrefling to go
to bed, with getting up, and dreiling, you have
four years more to fwell the account, whereby
thirty eight years of life arc truely loft. How-
- ' ' “ever
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ever well: in health he may" have been, we may
oderdtely compute for 16'many years, as man
Rioments of pain, and ailing, as put together'wil
COMIE 10 two years'; and now forty yedrs- are
gone.: Mrs, Affable agrees! that thers happen
1n- life” feveral troubléfome and perplexing af-
fairs's and T dare advance, that, one day with
another, the moft' independant and moft happ
man {pends two hours 4 day contrary to his in-
<lination, which adds cight'years of " trouble and
‘makes'up forey eight. T he fix firlt years of life
muft be reckoned with thel®, and aré fumm’d up,
Bty foir.. Without being a' glurton, it'is Very
tedious and g greas conttraine to a perfon if he
is obliged' to thake feveral meals in the' day ;
however T will reckon two- hours {pent in this
fubjeStion to' nature, which réquires daily re-
freshnient and cues out'eight years miore, which
‘added; completes fiXty-twos 16 that 4 than who
has lived as happy, as moft ¢an pretend, for one
hundred vears, has only had' thirty eighe years
Jeifare in'fo lors a race, But how much Iefs
muft bé dllowed, if he had IaBoured under jn.
firmities and misfortunes, or any perfon, for
whom: he had any value or concern. :
- Mrs. Aftable. Have you any thing to objet
Jadies? Don’e you think i Kural sluch in the
right ? : :

. Lady Luey. T don’t, My, Affeble, and ¥ muft
beg the lady's pardon for the'liberty ¥ vake of
contradifting what she has fuid. We do not Isfe
our fime by flecping, edting, minding our' af-
fairs; no; not even whilft we fuffer and are in
difttefs. They are néeeflitles , to' which we ars
made fubjoé&t by providence ; and we mufl ror
think it a hardship to comply with fuch duties,
though they appear troublifome to hature. I
e fay
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fay to’ miyfelf, I'obey God, I perform His holy
will, and this thought has a futficient’ efficacy'to
procure’ us v’eny'g'rea(t"plééfm’e, even in the moft
taftelefs”and infipid occurrences incidént to' na-
ture. (1 -
© . Mrs. Affable. Mifs Rural has given Her opinior
like a hedathen philofopher, and Jady Lucy like &
chriftian philofopher.  Take this with you how-
ever, my dear, that life is a gift of God; and
that being difufted with, orindifferent to it, has
an air of ingratitude. Wher we refleét, that
lifeis beftowed on us as a means to’ arrive at
happinefs in heaven, every moment muft bé
thought very precious. That  indifference for
life, which appears fo favourably at firft fight,
lofes that afpett when thotoughly confidered. We
muft enjoy the gift with pleafuire, as we receive
it from God ; then as we have no attach o1t
but as coming from him, we {all have no re-
'i?ugna'r')'c‘e to yicld it up to it’s author, whenever
hie'is pleafed to take it away. 1 S "
Lady Charlotte. You have given us 4 reafont
which proves, that tentpérancé conduces to & long
life. Are there other proofs &F this truth?
Mrs. Affable, Yeés; my dédr 5 T fear I"{hall tire
the Iadies with {o much natural philofophy.
Lady Violent. 1 am the Iéaft in company, and
confequently muft have lefs Wit ; and yét it does
not tire fie 5 thefefore it will not tre the other
ladies. " : {1 4
Mrs. Affable. So, fo, 1ady Violent ! You begin
to talk Jike 4 geometéer, You lay down & prin=
ciple 3 you draw your conifequence from it. You
are getting into an excellent method.
Lady Violent. 'This is very pleafant ; I 4m fure,
I havé fpoke without any reflcclion on that;‘di
: * i Ay
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faid. Pray, Mrs. Afable, let me know what it
is I have done.

- Murs. 4fuble. You fuppofe, firft, thata perfon
of wit cannot find it tedious to acquire know-
ledge ; and the fuppofition is very juft. You go
on to fuppofe, that wir muft be proportioned to
our age; it is not always true, burt, in fhorr, it
thould be fo. You have formed your principle
on thefe two fuppofitions. I am the youngeft and
confequently have lefs wit, This confequence
from your fuppofition ferves by way of principle
to a farther confequence. I am not tired with
the leflon, I, who have Jlefs wit, than the other
ladies ; therefore, by fo much a ftronger reafon,
they, who have more wit, muft not be wearied
with the leffon; for wit wil] never {uffer the ac-
quiring of knowledge to be tedious to Witty per-
fons. .
Mifs Friwolons, Then I have had very little wit
hitherto ; thefe fine things bave always been very
tirefome, {o that wit muft be coming now, that
they begin to amufe me. :

Mrs. dfable. Rarely well, ladies. If we go on .
thus, thole muft be very cunning, that will pre-
tend to izapofe upon you. As it will amufe you,
ladies, I offer another phyfical proof upon the
principle fixed by lady Violnt, that temperance
prolongs the term of life. :

. Take notice, ladies, that you grow every day;
you not only grow taller but fuller. The bones
increafe inlength and thicknefs, and will do, to a
certain time.  Your lirtle arms, lady Piolent, that
are now fo weak, will, as years come on, be
good, ftout, plump arms, like ‘mine. You know
that this growth comes from your food. What
you eat, and drink is let down into the fto-
mach, after it has been prepared in the mouth.
Mifs



D JHAVERN® G B XIXE 43
Mifs Bella. How is it prepared ? pleafe to tell
us. ;
Mrs. Affable. Y ou eat frequently in the day, chil-
"dren, and have never refletted upon the various
inftruments providence has fupplied you with;
and which help you to deal wirh your nourith-
ment. You obferve firft the teeth, formed two
different ways, the fore-teeth with an edge like a
knife ; the others without fuch an edge with a
larger furface. 'This is not the work of chance.
The fore-teeth were neceflary to cut your meat
4nto bics ; but if you had only thefe, you would
be under great difficulties. ‘The bits would be
too large, and could not pafs into the ftomach
befides the danger of choaking, and moreover
the large fize of the bits would fpend in the di-
geftion too great a quantity of the fire, or heat
oF the {tomach which we have mentioned. To
remedy thefe inconveniences, yocu are providéd
with other teeth called grinders, and which have
‘not {o tharp an edge, and meeting each other,
cruth and grind your meat, and reduce it-to lefs
particles, which, if dry, would be a kind of duft,
and pray take notice, ladies, would choak you in
the fwallowing ; but to make this eafier, it was
neceflary thefe fmall particles of meat fhould be
‘made into a foft and clear patte ; and to that
end providence has prepared many receptacles of
water in the mouth, which is {fupplied from what
they call the falival glands. Whilft the jaw-
bone is in ‘motion to grind the meat into {mall
~particles, this humour, or moiftnefs, which is the
faliva, or {pittle, is furnithed from thole glands.
Itis falt, and not only helps to make that pajte of
your food, but to diffolye and alter it.

Mifs Sothia. What is the meaning of diffolving
the food? 3 iy
Mrs.
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¢ oMus. dfuble. All the parts of oureatables, are
not proper nourithment, and would not have that
effact, if we {wallowed them, fuch as they are.
Swallow  hazel nuts, peafe, and f{everal other
things whole,, they will pafs, whole, and far from
being - fufficiently digefted ; for the ftomach has
not heat enough to diiiolve, to alter them and to
feparate all the nutritious parts _from others,
which nature throws off as ufelefs. The Jaliva
or, fpittle begins. that work in the mouth, which
the -ftomach perfe@s. -But to reduce your meat
into, the pafte we have {poken of, it muft be
often. turned and turned again in the mouth ;
and. after it is_well prepared, it muft be brought
near the gullet.  To finilh the work, provideénce
has allotted a thovel, your tongue, to convey the
meat fo far.in it’s way. ~But this is. not all,
Xour nourifiment would go no farther, but for
ano her agent that fteps in to forward your food.
There is a muftle commiflioned to, this pup-
Dbofe, and which by its’ a&ion fends the ‘meat
down. - There is a dangerous pafs, in the way
that our food . takes, and is to: be carefully
avaoided ; miftakes are of great confequence and
anay, endanger life. :
: Pleafe to obferve, ladies, that, every moment,
matare makes two feveral morions ablolutely ne-
‘cellary for the prefervation of life, and which if
they once ceafed, life muflt alfo ceafe. Firft,
you take in freth air which cools your lungs, and
.next, you part with the air lodged in: the fame.
There is a paflage for the air going out and com-
ing in; and, if any thing obftrutted or fhut up
“this paflage, death is the immediate confequence.
Lady Mary. That was like to have been my
cale, t'other day at dinner ; T drank in hafte, T
fuppofe ; my breath was gone all op a fudden ; I
Was
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was blackyin, the face ;L thought .I was.dying,
to, be fure, fome water wasg ot into the pafiage for
refpiration : it mult be very near the channel,
through which our food isconveyed ; if {0, Lwon-
der we can eat without being choaked. v

Mrs. 4ffable.. God has provided againft fuch an
accident. There is-a-little valve or flap, which
fburs ,and -opens- every inflant with.the air we
relpire ; and this kind of trap-door always fhuts
when we eat, or rather when we {wallow our;meat.
By this.means our viétuals gofafe, and reach  the
fromach, which we may call the houfe-kitchen,
Here a good  fire, is ready to.drefs and reduce
them into.a-kind of jelly. The whole of -our
food is not altered .in this manner, but only the

arts that are fit to join with other parts of our
body ; the reft .which is ufelefs, goes into the
bowels and pafles off, after having gone a great
way.

Lady Louifa. A great way ! how can you fay
that Mrs. Afable?  Tome it. feems to be very
fhort.

' Mrs. Affable. Perfons of a. middle ftature have
npear twenty: five ells of bowels in their body ; the
fuperfluous pare of the nourifbment goes through
that. extent, which you will not judge very fhort.
When we confider the infide of a human body it
s not: eafy: to imagine, that there is rcom for {o
anany- different:, partsy but the ,whole machine is
fo. well difpofed, that every.part finds proper and
dufficient room. :

Lady Vioksnt 5 You, {peak, of ithis matter, Mrs.
Mffable, as if-you had feen it. ,

Mus..-Affable. 1 cergainly have, my-dear, and
esamined it with the greaceﬁ Attentiof.

Lady
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- Lady Lowi/a. The very thought fhakes me
with horror; but to what purpofe the fight of
fuch a dreadful obje& ?

Mrs. dfable. Lady Senfible will tell you; fhe

was with me, when I examined this matter.
“Lady Senfible: 1 would not for a good thing
bave mifled the fight. I trembled at firit, and
found a great natural relu@ance, for I have a
good fhare of felf-love. I could not refle® with-
out horror, thatone day would bring me to that
terrible condition: but, at laft, by degrees I tock
eourage again, and examined that wonderful piece
of God’s workmanithip. What various {prings and
numberlefs parts compofe this frame, all wonder-
fully ficted for their refpetiveufes by a tranfcen-
dently wife and powerful being ! Tf the whole
world thould actempt to perfuade me, that a hu-
man body is ' the work of chance, they could
not make the leaft impreflion on my underfrand-
ing. Next, I wondered how it was poflible for
vanity to find a place amongft us. I obferved the
face covered with a dried and withered skin,
and then looking at myfelf in the glafs, take
<are, faid I to mylelf, to drefs out that head, look
upon that face with pleafure, with for praife,
{eek o be admired ; thou wile become very lovely
in a fhort time. Another reflexion, 1 made, was
fuggelted by Mrs. Aguble. I confidered the ex-
‘quifite delicacy of fo many pieces of ftupendous
‘mechani{in in the ffrufture of our body, which is
fuch, that it is beyond conception, how we can
dive twenty four hours an end. If the creation is
wonderful, our confervation cannot be lefs {0
“‘and it is ealy toimagine, that God watches over
us in a very particular manner, that no part of
this ffrulture be put out of order. If compari-
“fons can be allowed in this matter, the work is
far
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far beyond the nicet watch, and you know, la-
dies, how eafily they go out of order.

Lady Luc. 1could never have thoughe, that {o
melancholy an objeét could be of fuch ufeful ad-
vantage ; and though I have a natural repug-
_nance, yet I thould, I think, be glad to {ee it.

Mrs. Affable. You may {pare yourdelf a part of
the difficulty. They fhew wax-work in town,
that exa&ly refembles thehuman body. But lec
us fee what becomes of our nourifhment.

The jelly we have mentioned goes feveral diffe-
rent roads. One part goes into the veins ta form
the blood. [Itis white at firft, and does not take
a red colour, till it has got through a certain paf-
fage, the name of which I have forgot. . The relt
is wifely diftributed into the ether parts of the
body, infomuch, that they all have their fhare.:
The bones, the mufcles, the fibres, the nerves,
each receive their neceflary portion of nourifh-
ment.

All the parts I have juft named are hollow.
Have you never {feen fome of the ftreets where the
pavement istaken up? You muft have obferved
large trees in the ground ; they are hollow in the
middle, and ferve to convey water into every
houfe. ’Tis the fame with our bodies ; the banes,
the mufcles, the fibres and nerves are hollow
trees, fome larger, fome lefs, through which a
liquor flows, thatis refpectively thicker or thin-
ner. Whilft we are young, they are very foft and
tender, and grow wider and longer. Part of our
food takes that courfe'and finds room there ; but
by crowding daily thither, they grow hard, and
come to their confiftency, {o as not tobear ftretch-
ing farther ; and upon this our growth properly
ceafes.

Vou. III. C Lady
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Lady Louifa. But.we goon eating ftill. What
becomes of the foed,which can no more be lodged
in thofe parts, fince our growth is now over ?

. Mrs. Affable., 'The’ our growth be over in that
refpect, we grow interiorly. Our veins, which
are the channel, thro’ which the blood ftream’s,
the nerves and that, wherein the {pirits flow, that
give us motion;. all thefe parts fill, and by de-
grees are ftopt up. When they are quite ob-,
{trufted, dreaaful accidents happen. If the veins,
are choaked up, and the blood flow no longer, an
apoplexy and death is the confequence; if the
nerves are obftruted  in the hand, arm, or leg,
the limbs become paralytic, that is, motionlels,
and feemingly without life. b EH :

You fee plainly, ladies, that your plentiful
feeders muft thew' others the way to the grave,
who fend a greater quantity of nourifbment to
thofe parts,which ought to remain hollow, and of
courfe fill the fafter, the more they are {tuffed.

. Now, do you underftand, thar gluttony brings
on diforders, and {liortens our days? Do you fee
the advantage of an early temperance from your
youth? . i :

Miis Molly. X underftand it fo well, that I will
break off the ugly cuftom I have of eating every
moment. 1 am refolved not to be fo lavifh of
my fire for the future,| norput fo much meat to
the pot; for, to {fpeak the truth, Mrs. dfable,
I cat much more meat than bread.

Mrs. Ajfable. You are quitein the right to pro-
mife you will eat no longer fuch a quantity of
meat. Did every body take the fame refolution,
the, feurvy would not be {o common in England.
It is very yare in Framde, where they eat more

bread and lefs meat.
Lady
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 Lady Lugy. T affure you, Mrs. Affable, 1have

never heard any thing with greater pleafure.
How many wonders are placed by the Creator in
our frames, that pafs unobferved by us ?

Mrs. 4ffable. Let this fuffice to day on this fub=~
je&.  Mils Mo#;, give us your leflon.

Mifs Molly. Nebuchairczzar ordered a prodigi-
ous. great ftatue to be fetup, and commanded
all to fall down, and adore it the moment they
heard the fignal given by the found of a trumpet.
The three young perfons, who were brought up
with Danie/, refuled to adore the flatue, and were
brought btefore the king, who asked the reafcn
of their refufal. They anfwered with refpeétand
refolution, that confcience would not [uffer them
to adore his gods. Nebuchadnezzar inraged at
their conftancy, commanded the fire of the fur-
nace to be greatly increafed. It was a, dieadful
place, where a prodigious fire was kindled, and the
flame rofe forty nine cubits higher, than the fur-
nace. In obedience to the king’s orders the three
young men were thrown into the fire. How
great was their furprile to foe them walk among
the flames with as much eafe and tranquillity, as
if they had been in a delightful garden ! "The
king obferved, that there were four in the fur-
nace, for God had fent an angel to prote&t, and
comfort his champicns. They compofed a can-
ticle in this place of horrcur, and when the
king commanded the gates to be opened, they came
out unhurt withoutany damage to a hair of their
head, or to their garments. :

Nebuchadnezzar haying feen this miracle and raif-
ing his voice, blefled, faid he, be the God of thefe .
three youths, who has delivered them, becaufe
they yielded their bodies to the flames, that they *
might not offend him.  But if any one fhall blaf-

Cz pheme
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pheme againft their God, he fhall be cut ia pieces,
and his houle thall be deftroyed, becaufe he only
can work, thefe wonders for the deliverance of.
his fervants. Then he promoted them to great
-and honourable employs, as he was perfuaded,
that thofe who, chufe to die rather than forfeit.
their fidelity to God, will never be traytors o
their fovereign. '

Mrs. dfable. Take particular notice of this.
It is a misfortune but too common among prin-
ces to negle& men of worth and honour; but if
affairs of confequence are to be managed, that
require a trufty and faithful perfon, they will ne-
ver employ their partners in debauch or wicked-
nefs. They look out then for trufty and honeft
men, for they are fatisfied, that, although they
have ufed them ill before, their fidelity and
worth will remain unaltered. Lady Senfible, give
us fome account of North America.

Lady Senfible. It it divided into nine parts, Mex-
ico, New France, Florida, New England, Califor-
nia, the country of the Criffinals or Kiflinons, thofe
of Anian, Quivira, and New Albion. Three large
rivers crofs the country, the Mifpi, the river
St. Lawrence, and the river de/ Norte, There are
many others, that are not {o confiderable. Here
are befides {everal lakes known by the following
names, the lake Michigan or freth water fea, the
upper lake, that of the Hurons, another called
Erié, the lake Ontario, called by the French Fron-
tenac, and feveral others. \

Mexico s divided into the old and new. The
firft takes its name from the capital, and is alfo
called New Spain. Though it is nearly all ficuat-
» ed under the Torrid Zone, the air is notwithftand-

ing very temperate and wholefome, and where
you find a thady place as cool as in France. lihf;
oL
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foil is very fruitful, and abounds in gold and fil-
ver, and yet inftead of money they make ufe of
the almonds, which are found in the fruit of the
cacao-tree. The river del-Norte partly feparates
this country from New France, and difembogues
itfelf into the gulf of Mexico, under the name of
Ris Brawo. The city of Mexico pafles for one of
the fineft in the world. An author fays, that
it was fitcuated upon two lakes, one of frefh, and:
the other of falc water. :
Fordisiand Cartex difcovered this part of the’
world., The inhabitants were idolaters, and fa-
crificed men whom they afterwards eat up out
of devotion. They lived in well built cities, and
were not withnut their arts and feiences. They
made admirable pitures with feathers of differ--
ent colours, that refembled very exatly what
they defired to reprefent.  They faid, ha jcer=
tain oracles had foretold, that foreigners would
come by fea, and feize their' country. When
the Spaniards, landed they were under the greateft
furprife ; they. fent notice to their emperor, that
thefe ftrangers had houfes that floated on the fea;
that they carried thunder, and rode tame and do-,
cile monfters. Such were the ideas they formed
of fhipping, cannon and horfes.. The emperor
fent them very rich prefents, that he might in-
duce them to réturn home'; but Cortez was de-
termined to wait upon him at his court, and was -
gracioully received. The author of- this adven-
tarer’s life pretends, that the Mexicans had form-
ed a plot to:deftroy the Spaniards* 5 and this he
fays’
% The Mexicans had certainly laid a fcheme to deftroy the
Spaniards entirely 5 but even this cannot juftify cruelty and
barbarity., V. The conqueft of Mexico by De Solis. The more

{enfible und confcicntious part of the Spanmiards aré pot com-
C 3 prehended -
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fays no doubt to cloak their cruel a&ions in that
<ountry, which are more fujted to the fury of
devils than ths paffion of rational creatures. This
has given me (6 great an averfion to Spaniards,
that I would prefer living in a defart to a life
among fuch cruel people,

Mrs. 4fFable. Tam much of an opinion with
Yady Senfible ; and my reafon is, the poor people
were fo good natured, The inhuman behaviour
of their wnvaders has been 2 great obftacle to the
advancing Chriftian Religion amongft them, |
have heard, that one of the inhabitants in a dap-
gerous ficknefs was upon the point of becoming
a Chriltian; but he asked on 2 fudden the perfon
who was going to baptife him, whether the Sra-
ziards went 1o heaven, Tosbedige anfwered the
other. Ifit be fo, faid the dying perfon, I don’t
intend to go thither, and chufy rather to keep com-
pany with the devil in hell, than with Spaniards
in heaven.

prehended here, who abominate the cruelty of their country=
men in the conqueft of Americag nor the court of Spain, which
has enadted w!iolefome ang good laws for the advantage and
prote€tion of the natives, byt many of the adventurers, pera
fons of mean birth, and no principles, who went to make-
their fortune, and whofe malice and cupidity fupported by their
diftance from a power to corredt them, and fometimes counte=
panced by the example of wicked governoss, whojoined in, and
had the greatet fhare of the fpoil, whofe malice and cupidity,
I fay again, ‘has Jain very heavy on the original Awmericans, A
misfortune not to be imputed to the nation and government,
but to unhappy  cir. umftances, againft which human pru-
dz2nce could not guard the natives {ufficiently from wicked and
avaricious men, And this js generally the cafe in remote
parts of the world, to which the attention of a governme. ¢
cannot {o well reach, and where the underparts of the admi-
niftration too often fwerve from their inftrutions, -and others
from the laws they have enaed among themfelves, for the
publick weal, andfor the benefit and advantage of the ancieng

inhabitants,
Lady
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Lady Louifa, So the Mexicans at this time ate
not Chriftians. ' 4

Mrs. 4ffable. Few remain of the Mexican fami=
lics they being almoft totally deftroyed by the Spa-
ziards, and the nations that joined Cortez. Thole
that are born in Mexico are Creols, that is, of @
Mexican woman and a Spaniard, and they are
fuch Chriftians as their fathers. ‘

Lady Lucy. Ave the Spaniards a different fort of
Chriftians ? , ;

Mrs. Affuble. They are o fuperftitious *, that
they difhonour Chriftian Religion as well as their
neighbours in the continent. . But we fhall have
occation to fpeak of this, when we treat about
Spain.

Lady Mary. You look angry, Mrs. Afable,
whilft you are talking of this. :

Mrs. Affable. ¥ am, my dear.. Axobber, a li-
bertine, nay, an atheift, I do not know how, 15
lefs odious to me than a fuperf‘dtious Chriflian,
or a perfon of .counterfeit piety. ‘That is my
averfion. Farewell, ladies. The next - leffon in
the morning {hall continue the hiftory of Fidelia.

* We muft except thofe that are well inftruGed, and have
been brought up with fome education, of whom “there are
great numbers. T hefe have foperttition in the utmoft abhor-
rence, but -ignorant perfons are the mo# fubjeét to that de-
gree of irreligion, which is too common among many other
nations with the meaneft rabble.  Hypeerify is a refined wick-"
ednefs, and, as fuperitition is the fhare of the ignorant, this
belongs to the deteftable impoftor, who conceals a lurking vil-
Jain under the matk of godlinefs. They .are too many, and
every nation has fome cheats, as well as Spain and its neighbours

e
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"DTANOGDE XX,

Mrs. AsraBiE,

OU know, ladies, that Fidelia fpeaks her-
felf ; we broke off where fhe left her un-
worthy coufin.- » :

I came home fo dejeted and difconfolate, that
I {pent feveral days locked up in my room with-
out fpeaking to any perfon. At laft however I
relolved to try once more, whether poverty and
Ariendthip were abfolutely incompatible.

I hada friend; her company had been the great-
elt comforcand pleafure of my tenderer years ;
and I pitched upon her to make a fecond experi-
ment. Amanda, for that was her name, was ve-
ry compaflionate, and fufceptible of the mof} ge-
nerous fentiments. I did not apply to her to be
relieved in my prefent diftrefs; I only wanted
comfort, and defired to be encouraged in the fa-
crifice I had made, as I thought, of all confi-
derations to virtue.. My former friend had a mid -~
dling fortune; her beauty over and above fup-
plied that defe®, and fhe was 2 womarn, that
might hope to be fettled very honourably; but fhe
facrificed all advantages to'love. She married a
young officer, whofe whole dependance- was the
income of his commiffion. A choice fo widely
diftant from all appearances of human prudence,
as it is called, feemed to infure her approving my
condut in the refufal of a mexcenary match, ‘and
emboldened me to make her a vifit.

Amania was a ftranger to my misfortunes 5 The -
had been in the country, where fhe had fpent

fome months ;. the heard me with great attention,
and
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and anfwered civilly enough ; but under this out-
fide of good ‘Dbreeding 1 obferved a coldnefs, that
chilled my heart. My dear Fidelia, faid fhe, you

have fo much wit, thatI never pretended to com-"

pare with you; your underftanding is greatly fu-
perior to mine ; and that is undoubtedly the rea-
fon, why your way of thinking appears Vvery
firange and fingular in my opinicn, ‘1o that if I

may be allowed 10 give my thoughts upon the
matter, your behaviour toa kind uncle was quite

wrong, particularly for a young woman in your
circamftances. Firft,you offended him by maintai-

ning 4 do&rine, which, tho’ you may think it good, -

is very contrary to the received opinions we all

have been brought up to. Secondly, you offended *
him in a moft {onfible manner in throwing up all ¢
claim to his frienddhip and proteétion, and chufing -
the greateft mifery and diftrefs, rather than mar-"

ry a man he had fingled out for you; a perfon

you had no averfion to, and to whom you could
not reproach any material fault. Good God, re-

plied I, my dear, there are many degrees, and a

confiderable difference between loving and ho-
nouring a man preferably to all others, and hav-

ing a horrour of, with an utter averfion, to his "
perfon. Inmy opinion the firft is the duty of an

honeft woman, a duty to which fhe fubmits vo-
luntarily, by mairiage; and in the moft folemn
manner. 1 found this’duty more, than I could

comply with ; and confcience would not permit -

my engaging in chis contraé. It is true, that I

am thereby expofed toall, that is difagreeable in *
want and poverty, but as this will be the confe-

32 Q)

quence of a virtuous ation, it cannot be a real
evil, norable to take away that happinefs, which.
virtue procures. Lis the greateft pleafure to me.

Amanda tock me up, 10 find, that the ftrength of :
imagination {fupplies you with means to be traly
- G5 hap=s -
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happy ; may this enth ufiafm continue, and may
experience ever convince you, that poverry, and
being defpifed, are not real evils!: '

I was touched to the quick with Amands’s in.
humanity, who dared to jeer me in this cruel
manner, and was juft upon reproaching her the-
harthnefs of the adyice {he gave me under a thew
of friendthip; but her hushand came in. He
brought a gentleman with him, who feized all
my attention, though my heart was overwhelm-
ed with bicter grief; bur if his appearance fixed
my eyes, his civil behavicur and agreeable dif-
cour.e foon prevented me in favour of his under-
ftanding. The captain prefented him to his lady,
asa delferving gentleman, and the beft of his
friends ; and George, 10 the gentleman was called,.
did all in his power to Thew, that he merited the
commendation his friend had given of him. He
fucceeded well, that dmands was perfuaded,
the gentleman had 2 mind to Pleafe her, and the
willing in return to Aappearamiable enough, grew
very good humoured again, to keep up the fancy,.
The thought this gentleman had taken, I was
8ot up to take my leave, but fhe infifted fo pref-
Aingly T fhould flay ar dinner, that it was jm-
poflible to refufe the offer without giving her oc-
cafion to think, that T refented her rough and
harth behaviour to me, WI’{';Ch I would avoid. [
flattered yfelf, that I proceeded upon this mo-
tive ; dbut T believe in the main, the true reafhn
of my yielding to her Importunities was a des
fire of obferving more particularly the lovely
ftranger, for whom I found, that ‘my heart in
fseret was already’ mu-h prevented. The con-
verfation brightened up exuemely ; I forgot no-
thing, that could withous afieCtation fhew my wit
in anagreeable point of view ; and Gesrge’s at.
tention perfuaded 'me I had pog mifled my gﬁl

: 1€
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The defert was brought on; and Amanda took
an occafion of giving my hiftory with an ac-
count of my fentiments and melancholy fitua-
tion. George heard the whole with the greatelt at=
" tenticn ; pity and admiration alternatively took
place in his countenance; and I plainly faw that
he was particularly affefted. We broke up very
late ; George made the moft prefling inftances, that
he might have leave to {ce me hoine; I abfolute-
Iy refufed him, but more like 2 woman, than a
philofopher. I muft own I condemned this new
born paffion; bur, alas! it was not lefs real upon
that account 5 I could not deceive myfelf, andL
found, that there was more art than regard to
decorum, in notaccepting his offer. Qur ac~
quaintance was of t00 freth a date to let him have
“my confent to {Se me again ; tefides this might
have given him a worle opinion of me. I lent
“for a chair, but got nothing by it; George and
his fervants waited at 4 finall diftance from the
houfe. It was i \’ztfn'v}tcg moft earneftly he
wonld let me go home by myfelf'; he would ac-
‘company me with his atcendants, which gave me
‘the greateft confufion I had ever met with, and
mortifiecd me extremely, for I was obliged before
all that crowd to creep into a miferable Jittle rooit,
to which there was g& way but through a fhop.
‘My poor lodging however did not hinder him
taking his leave of me with as much relpelt, as it
he had conduéted me to a palace. '

I foon got tobed, but had not power to clofe
my eyes. Amanda’s rough behaviour had made a
deep impreflion upon me;. | grieved that now {he
was only an acquaintance ; {he no more deferved
the name of a friend. My heart was caft down
and quite difconfolate. ‘The deplorable fituation

“T was in added to my diftrefs. I knew not what
Co courfe’
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courfe to take for a fubfiftance. The exceflive
uneafinefs I fuffered on{eeing, that I was defpifed, -
convinced me that pride {4l had g very. great
~ influence, and that I only help’t to deceive my-
{elf, when I vainly imagined, that I had overcome
all paflions, and brought them under the yoke of -
~veafon and philofophy. What miferies remained
for me to go through, in the extreme indigence to
which I was very {oon like to be reduced! The
refult of all thefe refleGions was, that I. muft
apply my thoughts to fubdue pride, and call to
my afliftance the examples of thofe ancient fages,
who generoufly defpifed honours and riches, and
who had preferved peace of mind, under all the -
feeming difficulties of poverty,
After I' had raifed myfelf to be above the ap--
plaufe of the vulgar, and, as I hoped, to meet -
with - indifference the fmiles and the frowns of
fortune, I thought T fhould be able to take a lit-
tle reft ; but’George came into my head and put
an end to all this fine reafoning. "I was then in
a mind, that; T could defpife the opinion of the
- whole world, bur I was not at. al] indifferent to
his thoughts with regard to me, and to imagine,
that ever he thould contemn me, was above my
ftrength to bear. I'compared my fituation with
that of the ancient philofophers, moft of them
old men, who perhaps only facrificed the plea-
fures and eafe of life to pride, and to- purchafe
the refpett of others; and I judged the cafe to
be very different. My thoughts, and defires, I
found were not fuch as philofophy infpired. I
could not forbear thinking, that I had made the
fame impreflion upon his heart, which he had
ap mine.  What reafon could I have o
keep off the good fortune, whereof I prefumed
I had an offer ? I tock no wrong method to de-
CCIye
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ceive him as to my circumftances ; he faw what
they were 5 if they gave him no difguft, was it
my bufinefs to oppofean inclination, which might
at the fame time procure me the pleafure of an
‘agrecable match, and the conveniencies of life.

his was.in fubftance all that then occurred to
me ; for the thought of belonging to him inany
but an honourable manner, was of that nature,
as I imagined at that time, I could never comply
with..

George furprifed me that morning in the midft
of all my refle€tions. He began with the moft
polite excufes for taking that liberty. He added, -
that he had been informed of the extremity, to
which I was reduced by the hard heart of an
Uncle; he was rack’t with the thoughts of my
mifery, and could not bear - {eeing a moft lovely
young. lady, and . well deferving of all pot-
fible refpett, in fuch circumftances. He de-
figned, he faid, to repair all the wrongs I had
fuffered by adverfity, and in thort aflured me,
chat I might. difpofe as I pleafed of all that he
was worth. s

I interrupted him, and let him know, that there
was only one thing I could accept in honour;
that, T could think with pleafure, that his re~
gard and. compaflion due to a gentleman’s daugh-
ter, had made bhim tranf{grefs the common rules
of decency, which will not allow a:young wo-
man to- accept -of any relief in this kind, but
from a known and tried friend of long ftanding ;
that my-prefent firuation could not -admit any
friendly intercourfe, or receiving any vifits, which
in other circumitances might have contributed to
my being very happy 5 and that I muft beg leave
not to accept his kind offers, and defire hiny not
to give himfelf the trouble of any farther yiﬁts.

i ha
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¥-had no fooner made this declaration, but he
fell on. his fnees, and with all the art of a skil.
ful feducer, he attributed the liberty of offering
his fervice in thar manner to the paffion T hag
infpired him with ; he conjured me with tears
ROt to punith him with that rigour ; that the
greatet torment he could fuffer would be, not to
fee me any more, and to deferve my eiteem by
following “my advice, A weak heart was fenfi.
bly affeCed with thefs artful Proteedings ; T had
however courage enough to perfiff in refufing far-
ther vifits, and I was fo earneft in Legging of
him to retire, that he obeyed.! He fhewed as he
was going, 10 much refpedt, gricf, and affettion, -
that I could nor for fome time fummop reafon
to my affiftance to form 4 proper judgment of his
behaviour. . The refule of my refletions, was a
very rational doub, whether his intentions were
honourable; they appeared quite the reverfs to
me, and I fully determined never 1o fee hinr a-
gain. . After giving my landlord the ftri€eft or-
ders to refufe me, whenever he came, I lock’t
myfIlf up in my room, Reafon applauded this
refolution, but my heart was rent to dittraltion,
and followed the ‘diQares of reafon wich reluthe
ance and regret, J hoped at leaft to find inte-
rviorly the recompenfe of this facrifice 5 that fa+
tisfattion o much cried up by my father, which
fprings from>virtue, and which virtue only can
give. 1 f{ought itjp vain; inftead of that internak
€entent, which I had promifed myfelf, I fely new
padlions, new defires 5 to {peak more properly, the
paffion, to which my heart was become g prey,
called in the help of all the others to complete
my ruin. Riches which bitherto had been mean
and contempeible, appeared worthy of my efteem;
as they might haye conduced to this match. This
1403 made
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made me very unhappy, and yet 1 was furprifed 5.
for 1 was not confcious of any a&tion that I could
reproach to myfelf;-and on the contrary the
deplorable (ituation, I was in, was owing to what
1 took to be the love of virtue.
Notrwithftanding this melancholy. experience, I
was determined not to’ leave the road, which my
father had pointed out to happinefs, and to
wait with patience, till virtue {bould reward my
endeavours. Oh! I was dreadfully miftaken. VP
had not the leaft idea of thefe violent ftruggles I
was to go through, to put this defign in ex-
ecutions . George “mo . well acquainted with:
the foible of our fex, to be difheartened with
the refufai he had met with, made daily attempts
to come and fee me; he wrote affetionate let-
ters, which came to hand ‘from perfons I no.
ways fufpetted ; I opened them without miftruft-
ing the hand they came from, and which I could
not deny myfelf the fatisfaltion of reading ; I could
not ftep out but I found him fill in my way.
How cloquent was he then to demonftrate the
height and excefs of his love! :
All his attempts, though they did mot flagger
my virtue, robbed me of that peace of mind,
which was the only reward I expeéted for alk
the facrifices I made to my duty. When George
- could meet with an opportunity of fpeaking to
me out of my lodgings, I muftered up all the:
courage I had, to femonftrate to him the hor<
ror I bad of his unworthy addreffes ; and with--
put any attention or regard to the oppofition E
found from my heart, my €yes fhew’d a great
deal of paflion and anger, which in cffeét was
caufed by the knowledge I had of my own
wezaknefs ; but I was no fooner alone, and in
my folitude, but 1 paid dearly for the feeming;’
‘ VG-
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victories I had obtained. I detefted ‘my ftate, T

murmured without reafon againft the author of

nature, who had made me fubje& to the violence

of thefe paflions, and had not- provided me with

means to fatisfy them without departing from my

duty. I thought him ‘unjuft, when I felt any re-

morfe.. Muft [ {uffer, thought I unavoidable tore

ments, whether I refift or yield ? I compared .my -
condition with my wicked cofen’s, whofe pernici-

ous maxims had given me fiich horror. He gives

full fcope to his defires, I faid, his houfe is a ren- -
dezvous of pleafures; fmiles fit on his counte- -
nance, and cares and troubles have no accefs to

his heart. He [ays, he is happy. What power -
has virtue to pleafe ? To vircue I have facrificed -
my fortune, my. friends, the inclinations - that

were dearelt to me; will virtue indemnify me ?

What muft I expe& for the reft of my life ?  Po-

verty, humiliations, fufferings, my heart muft be

refufed all it can wifth; thofe paflions, which are

the mott prefling, muft be refiffed, and without a

fufficient ftrength to obtain a victory. Is this

the blefling, which heaven beftows on favorites ?

Are weak creatures defigned to be a prey to their

grief ? This would not become: the Divine Being ;

I cannovbelieve it, and. yet I cannot but think,

that the condition of the virtuous is more dif-

advantageous, than.that of the wicked ; T find it

by my own fad experience. The time to come

affords no betrer profpe&t; were my miferies to

end with life, and a happy eternity to make me -
amends, I could fuffer patiently ; but *tis vain to

harbour fuch a thought; the end of all, will be a

toral annihilation.

But what makes me fay, that the fature pro-
mifes no better. Love offers me the difpofal of a
faix fortune, a rich, lovely and generous fuiter, .

who:
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who will prevent me snall that I can defire; he
will be a friend, a lover, and my prote&tor.
Shall I refufe the advantage offered under fo
many qualifications that meet in the perfonl
adore ; is not the ¢ondition and ftate, which I
avoid, far preferable to. the circumftances, to
which I.am reduced by virtue ? But, after all,.
what is thae virtue, to which I have {acrificed
hitherto the happinefs of my days ¢ Is it notan
airy phantom, that fubfifts inimagination ? What
mult be called virtue ina perlon, who reckons but
a few years of exiftence 2 Surely the making her-
fclf happy. I juft now complained of the Crea-
_tor,who formed me with ‘paflions, that they might
be my torment; but i I can rruft my new
knowledge, Tam the author of my misfortunes.
He that placed me in this world for fo thorra.
time, intended. undoubtzdly, that I thould par=~
take of the good things he has beftowed ; he has.
fixed me between pleafure and. pain, and has left
me at liberty to chufe. Pain is the evil, pleafure
is virtue. What 1 have called virtue, is my
evil, as it is the caufe of my. mifery. What
need of fearing remorfes of confcience ? Am I
troubled with them, aftereating and drinking ?
No. God, who is the caufe of all thefe defires,
cannot be offended, if Ifeek to fatisfy them ;" and
to be happy is the chief: obje& of my wifhes
could not be happy in refifting my paffions ; let
me try, whether gratifying them will have that
effet. :

In fpite of thefe fpecious arguments, fecret
voice {poke interiorly to me, and endeayoured to
recal me to the honourable principles; I was about
forfaking. Butthe Divine Juftice was pleafed to
punith my pride by a moft difgraceful fall. I'had
never loyed virtue truely ; the inclination, I had

: o
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to moral good, was only grounded upon hopes
of being happy. I fought myfelf only, and ‘I
Wwas the idol which I adored. This worfhip of-
an idol deferved the punithment ; which I was up-
on the point of fuffering.  The education I had,
could be no apology ; reafon taught me, that
God being the principle, and the end of all things,
all my aions were to be referred to him. Had
I done this faithfully, T fhould not have wanted
farcher helpsi i :

Lady Luey. For God’s fake, don’t make an end
of thi: fad Rory ; Fidelia will certainly run head-
long into vice,

Mrs. Apable. She has juft now owned her
crime; and has told you, fhe was always guilry,
Pride, and zif.Iove tring down thofe, “who ap-
Pear moft upon their guard, to a degree below

nation. But, ladies, theﬁory is {o long, that we
“eannot think of going through it to day, and fo
muft be put off to another,

" Lady Louifa. T am very angry with dmanda,
the worthléfs fijend,

Mrs. 4fable. True friends are very fcarce, Ig-
dies, and no wonder a¢ it The name is given (o
acquaintances, the’ thereisa wide differepce. You
C4n never meet with a real friend unlefs yircue
briags you together. But pleafe 1o obferve, that
what the 1aid to Fidi/ia carvies very good fenfe
with it, but the offence was in her manner of
peaking the truch.

Mifs Zina. For my part, I think Fideta’s up-
cle was very hard-hearted ; the more he was
perfuaded, that fhe wag in a dangerous way, the
greater motives he had for compaflion ; he
look’d upon her, as ftanding on the edge of a pre-

Cipice,
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cipice, and inftead of ufing means to hinder her
falling, he helps to hurl her dewn to ruin. :

Mrs. Affable. Your reflexion, my dear, is very
judicious; and it was that,which confirmed Fide/ia
in her unhappy difpofidons. Nothing is a greater
prejudice to religion and devotion, than theill
condut of thofe thatprofefsic. Let me fuppofe,
for example, that I have ncver believed a word
of the gofpel, ina word, that Iam no Chriftian;
you know, ladies, thata Chriftian is a difciple of
F efus Chrift, who believes what he has faid, and
practifes what he has commanded. You flrive
to convert: me, and to. prove the ruth of the
gofpel ; and whilit you take great pains to con-
vince me, you don’t prafife it yourfelf. It is
but natural to think, that. you beligve the gofpel
1o niore than I'do for I fhould reafon thus im
my mind ; if you were really perfuaded of the
divinity of Fefus Chrifh, and that he has fpoke
the things contained in that book, which you look
upon as facred, you would certainly prattife that
do&rine, which you judge to be true.

- It appears by the gofpel, that Fefus Chrifi was
exceeding compaflionate to poor finners; he would
not condemn the adulterous woman; he fpoke to
the Samaritan, he eat and converfed with perfons
of irregular lives. e

Mifs Friwobus. And you have expresfly recom=

mended to me t6 avoid perfons of bad repute.
Mrs. Affable. "I was going to make the fame
reflexion.  All virtues have their place, and they
don’t interfere with each other. A young lady
may be charitable, but muft be prudent withal.
Prudence forbids her all cccafions of corrupting;
_her morals, or blemifhing her reputation, by con=
neétions with wicious perfons. How is charity
to be obferyed in relation to thefe? how muit
fhe
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fhe imitate Fe/us Chrifi ? She muft pray for them,
never make their bad a&ions the fubje matter
of converfation, and take particular care never to
fhew any contempt of them. In 2 word, my
dear, their faults muft be hared and detefted, and
their perfons treared with the utmoft charity and
compaffion. Such is the duty of young ladies
‘at your years. But I, for inftance, and cthers
as old, or older, may go farther. Our chara&er
and reputation is formed and eftablithed, and be-
fides we-are not of an age to have any intrigue’
ous'elves. Hence we may venture to beacquainted
with perfons, whoft lives are not very regular,and.
endeavour to gain their friendthip and confidence,
that we may bring them jnto a right way, Bur
we muft not forget, that We cannot meet
with fuccefs, without a great deal of mildnefs,
much patience and charity, fich as may be proof
againft difappointments,

Lady Lucy, What is meant by charity, thar is
proof againft difappointments »

Mrs. Afable. We are often difappointed, where
we have the beftintentions.. I {hg]] endeavour
to reclaim a fcore of perfons from their evil courf=
es, and they make mea return of the blackeft in»
gratitude for my-charitable attempts in their be-
half. Another comes in my way of the fame
manner of life. F think to myfelf,. the twenty
firlt will be like the reft; I fhall lofe- my labours;
Y had beft leave her to take her own bad way.
You fee, thar my charity is not proof againft
want of {uccefs; and it is a very fure mark, that
it was not very warm. Had I fpentall my days
in reclaiming  poor finners, my pains would be
abundantly recompenfed by “one only being
brought back to a virtuous life, nay, if I had
oaly prevented one fin being committed. Mare=
: over
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over, if I am truely alted by charity, that is from
a motive of the love of God, I thallreally grieves
but only for thofe unhappy perfons, who have re-
fufed my kind offers; for my part I thall reft con-
tented, that I have done” what God required
of me; this will make me eafy.

Lady Lacy. What did you mean, Mrs. 4ffabl,
by perfons of counterfeit piety ? Did you mean
hypocrites ?

Mrs. Affable. And a great many more. The
true hypocrites are thofe, who know their guilt
and affeft to appear virtuous, though' they cons
cinue in their diforders, they are monfters; and I
{hall pafs them over in fitence. I mean fincere
hypocrites,, if the expreffion is allowed; who do
not deceive others, till after they have deceived
themfelves; and who, becaufe they commit no
great crimes, go o church, and give a few cha~
tities, think they are faints, and have right to fay
with the pharifee, God, I thank thee, that 1am not,
a5 other men are. 1 thall haye a great deal to fay
on this head, and it will be a proper opportunity
when we are come to fpeak of the holy Gofpels.
There we thall find all the diftin&tive marks of
true and falfe piety. Adieu, children! Mifs Fri-
walsus may COMe TO OUT private conference, if the
defire it. '

DI As
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LadyLowvtsa, Lady Lucy, Mifs Z1n a, Mifs
¢ Erivorous, Mrs. ArFasre, Lady Sincrra.

: Lady Lovisa.
YOU know Mrs. 4fable was to inform us

how fhe fpent the day ; fhe was got no fur-
ther than her morning prayer.

Mrs. 4ffable. She will go on, ladies, where the
Fefrioffl

Lady Laey. Indeed, Mrs. Affable, T cannot ac-
¢ount for your requiring this of me ; I think it
very filly to entertain thefe ladies with what only
concerns me.

Mrs. Affable. 1£ I was a polite flatterer, I would
defire theic ladies to ob'erve, how humble you are,
fince you are fo nnwilling to fpeak of yourfelf;
but thar is not my bufinefs, my dear,.and to ac-
quit me of the promife I made you never to difs
guife my thoughts, I take thisto be felf-love with .
a mask of humility. You are not {o much afraid
of being, as of appearing filly in talking of your-
felf ; ’us this has made you before hand with us.
To punifh that little artifice of pride, which has
ftole upon you, I infift upon your fatisfying the la-
dies about the matter in queftion,without one fin-

le word of reply.

Lady Lucy. 1 obey, but firft give me leave to
thank you, Mrs. 4ffable. You do me the great-
elt piece of fervice, by helping me to fee into my
own heart.  How many things lie concealed

there,
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there, which it is important for me to know, and
which, with your affitance, I fhall difcover ?
~Lady Sincere. Let me interrapt you for a mo-
ment.. To what purpofe is this continual exa-
men of our felves 7 You would have us live, as
“ they fay nuns do in their convents; but Mrs. 4/~
fable, we are born to appear in the grand monde,
what fhould we rack our brains from morn-
ing till night, to difcover the fecret motives of
our attions? let us do it honeftly withoutall this
ado. ; : '

Mifs Frivolus. Lady Sincere is for me; I had
the very fame thought this moment. '

Lady Sincers. Give me leave, my dear, to explain
my meaning. When I objett to Mrs. dffabe, itis
in obedience to her orders; fhe will not have us
take her word ; hence I muft infift upon a proof ;.
not but that [ am really perfuaded, toat what fhe
fays is true, and that {he can ground it on yery
folid reafons ; and i am always ready.to give up
my own opinion, as {oon as {h¢ has thewn, that
1L 1s wrong. f

~ Mrs., 4ffable. This is an admirable difpofition ;
and I am convinced you will fall in with my opi~
nion, that we muft not allow nuns to be the only
perfons, that arz to make this conitant and dili=
gent examen of their hearts.

You defire to be happy; we have found out,
that the fource or {pring. of happinefs is within
our hearts, that irregular paffions are the main
obftacles to happinels, “znd particularly mi-
ftaken {felf-love. As we pluck up {ome roots
of felf-love, and other paffions, we pluck up
an obftacle to.our being happy.  To difcover,and
to eradicate thefe obftacles, requires conftant at,
tention, and watchful care 5 and henceall that
would be. happy malt be very vigilant to difcover

] an
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an enemy, which, when they know him not, it
is not in their power to overcome. ’

“Lady Sincere. I am now fully fatisfied, that it
is neceflary to fearch inceflantly into the inmoft
recefles of the heart. And I beg lady Lagy to
go on with what fhe had to fay to us.

- Lady Lucy. 1 fpend, as.I had the-honour to tell .
the ladies, half an hour at my morning prayer,
and read fome book ef devotion till breakfaft,
which is-brought up about an hour after.

Mrs. dfable. What do you do to make your’
-advantage of this reading ?

Lady Lucy. Suppofe that it is a fermon againft
vanity. Before I begin, I beg the light of the
Holy Ghott, that 1 may be advantaged by
this reading ; ! am perfuaded, that God is about
to inftru¢t me , and this puts me into that
refpeétful fituation of mind, which his words re-
quire. I find, that this fermon takes notice of
any faults, which vanity has made me commit,
I beg pardon of God, and {eck our the means, -
by which I may avoid them for the future. I re-
fie®t upon other faults, to which vanity would
expofe me, if I fufferedit to get ground in my’
heart; and this encourages‘me to take good refo-
lutions for my whole life, and particularly for
that day ; butraslam confcious of my weak-
nefs , 1 beg of God, through the merits of Fe/us
Chrift, the ftrength neceflary to put my good

urpofes in execution. I conclude with giv-
ing God thanks, who has infpired thofe thoughts
whilft I was reading. I praftice the fame method

when T hear a fermon.
* Mrs. Affable. Mifs Friwvolous has promifed to
corret her failings, and to live like a Chriftian.
This is the way to go about it; you muft own,
my dear, that you had not fo much as the idea
of
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of a proper difpofition to hear the word_bf God

with advantage.
. Mifs Frivolous. Now I will give you an account,
how I hearafermon; as to good books I am quite
a (tranger to that fort of reading, to my fhame be
it faid. My firft care is to be drefled in the ex-
aftelt and niceft manner ;I look upon the church
as a place of public fhew; and, as I divert the
tedious hour with examining and criticizing the
drefs of others, I fuppofe they are employed in
the fame manner about me. When I think, that
gentlemen of my acquaintance will be there, T
make myfelf fo much finer in drefs; butit feldom
happens ; it is very rare to {ee thofe at church,
if you except fome old gentlemen, for whom
it is not worth a young lady’s while to drefs.

Mrs. Afable. Formerly, my dear, more young
gentlemen appeared at church; not that they
were more devout on this account. A de-
fire to fee the ladies invited them to church ; for
the ladies then kept their houfes, and only went
out to prayers, At prefent the cafe is vaftly
different; they are to be foundin all places, at
all meetings; you nced only go to S¢. Fames's park
in a merning, and to all public places; you may
obferve whole clouds of them ; and it is no difhi-
culc task to difcover, that they do not come {o
much for the benefit of 2 wholefome exercife, as
to fee and be feen. In the evening they fwarm
at the theaters, all public places and aflemblies.
You may gather eafily from what has been faid,
that it is quite idle to look for them at church.
Be pleafed to go on, mifs Friwvolous.

Mifs Friwolous. 1f the preacheris but very in-
different at his trade, I yawn and fall afleep. IE

he charatterizes yice, I am very ready inapplyin
Vor. II. ’ b
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the defcription to Mrs. or Mr. fuch-a-one; but
never did it come into my head to lock at home;
and to’ fee how the difcourfe ficted me.  Between_
the applications I make of the fermon, I bow to:
fome body on the right, caft an eye upon fome
other at the left. I am taken up with the play
I thall go to next, or the laft night’s aflem-
bly ; in a word, Tdo all I can to pafs away
the time, and to make that thort, which at church
appears {o long. -

Lady Loaifa. I cannort fay, that I do the fame,
but what I do is really tantamount. I hear the
preacher with great indifference; and yer now
and then I feel fome impulfe to virtue, but which
flips away like lightning; and the diftradtions I
freely admit coming from church make me for-
get what I have heard, unlefs I remember it to
criricife the preacher.

Mrs. Affable. Hence you may judge, ladies,
what benefit may be received from the word of
God; however the Scripture teaches us, that his
word is never pronounced in vain; it hardens
thofe, whom it does not convert. The word of
God is like the Sun, which produces very dif-
ferent efiets om different objefts expofed to its
rays ; it bleaches wax and tanns the face, melts
fnow and hardens clay, - How do you go on af-
ter reading?

Lady Lacy. T go down to breakfaft; in the way
1 beg of God, that hie will not fuffer me to for-
ger taking care of my foul by too much atrenti~
on to the nourifiment of the body. Wkhen I fit
dawn to table, I thank him for providing me with
food and- appetite to take it with pleafure,

Mits Zina. Fs it allowed to offerone’s pleafures
‘to God, as well as the pains one fuffers ?

Mrs.
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. Mus. Affable. All muft be offered, ladies. Be-

fides, the innocent pleafures we find muft excire
our gratitude.  You may Joath all fore of food;
to eat in that cafe would be a torment; how
unhappy were our condition, .if that difguft con-
tinued » Since God has faved us this trouble, and
has given us a pleafure in fatisfying the cravings
of nature, the leaft we can do is to return him
thanks. Go on, my dear.

Mis. Afable. After breakfaft'I take an hour
of relaxation, thatis, I rake a walk in the gar-
den, ot 1 fing at my work, or play upon' the harp-
fichord. From time to time I refle€t, that God
is prefent, I offerhim all' my aéions, or, I fay
fome very fhort prayers to myfelf. ¥

Lady Lousfz. But this feems to take off all re-
Jaxation. Thele and fuch like thoughts are
mighty ferious for a time allotted to diverfion'; it
1s moreaver very troublefome thus to recolleét
one’s attention.

Lady Lucy. Not in the lea®, madam. To think
cof the divine prefence is'a great comfort. I then
Took upon myfelf as a favourite child, who takes
his diverfion under the eyes of an indulgent and
kind father; his tender parent locks upon him
‘with complacency, andis pleafed to fee his mirth ;
and as the prayers are then very fhort, they are
‘only quick motions or pious breachings of the
heart towards God. When I began with this
method, I {tood in need of all my attention to
~call to mind thefe good thoughts; now they of-
fer themfelves without the leaft conftraint on my
file. At eleven I go up to my chamber, and
read fome biftory, I ftudy geography, and I
write down what has ftruck me, and feemed
‘moft material in my reading. -The time is {pent
in this manner till half an hour paft three, when

D 2 my
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my woman comes to drefs me; it goes fo faft,
that I always fancy the comes an hour too foon.
When we are in the country I leave off reading
an hour fooner; but T pay dear for it, particular-
ly, where the fubjet is important, and engages
my attention. :
 Mufs Frivolus. What makes you lay your
book afide, if it is a more agreeable paftime, than
‘walking out ? § :

Lady Lucy. The defire of doing the will of
God, and to avoid an ill habit of afting merely
by fancy.

Mifs Friwolous. Does God concern himfelf, whe-
ther you read or walk? I take it, that he is very
indifferent to either. And then, I don’t fee where
the neceflity lies of putting our fancies under this
conftraint, particularly 1innocent ones and not
prejudicial to any perfon.

Lady Lucy. God, who gave me a body intruft-
ed me with the care of its health ; and.if, through
my fauls, I either neglefted or wronged my truit,
I fhould failin a point of that duty, which I owe
to his divine majefty. Now, exercife is necef-
fary for the prefervation of health ; and if I con-
fined myfelf at home, I fhould fall into fome di-
ftemper by my own fault. You fay, that there
is no harm in indulging our whims, when they
are harmlefs ; I don’t difpute it, and it is purel
from felf-love, that I check mine. What I ma
do hereafter I cannot fay. Perhaps I fhall marry,
and, in fpite of all precautions, it may eafily hap~
pen I fhall light upon a husband, whofe whims
will not tally with mine. Were I accuftomed to
humour mine, we might poflibly quarrel from
morning till night, or I muft indure a great deal
_from the neceflity of meecting with perpetual con-

tradiétions.



DAL O'G TE XXI. . 73

tradi&ions. Isit not much better to take an
early habit, and be ufed to contradi&t one’s felf?

Mifs Friwolous. Now I love you for the refo-
lution you take of making yourfelf uneafy for a
husband ; oh! you will quite {poil him, lady
Lucy. T don’vpretend to fay, I will never yicld
to a husbhand ; but, I aflure you, he fhall teach me
to do it by his own example; he fhall'be upon
that footing, before I marry him ; and I will en-
ter a very iolemn declaration, that I never will
be a flave to his maggots.

Mrs. 4ffablec You will cut yourlelf out a
great deal of fine work. A lover will promife _
to ferch-down the mocon from the skies; but
thefe gentlemen’s promifcs are written upon the
leaves of trees; beware of the firft high wind.
You put me in mind of a lady; no, pofitively;
fhe would not marry, unlefs her husband Lought
her a coach. Her fpark promifed, and put his
hand to the promile; he kept his word, but the
devil a horfe would he buy.

Lady Sincere. Could I imagine I thould ever
meet with fuch ufage, I would continue fingle all
the days of my life. I have been under fubjec-
tion fince my birth, and have obeyed either ill or
well 5 Tam fo tired with it, that I will in my
turn be obeyed by others and ceafe to obey.

Mifs Zina. My opinion, dear lady, is very dif-
ferent from yours. ¥ am perfuaded, that when
I rake a husband, I take a mafter; and I am ful-
ly refolved, that all my endeavours fhall be ufed
to make his will in great or lefs matters the rule
of mine; and this I thall efteem to be my duty.

Mrs. Affuble. If {o, ladies, ’tis no hard matter
to tell your fortunes. Lady Sincere will meet
with more contraditions, than any woman, and
‘will of courfe be the unhappieft of her fex by fol-

Dj lowing
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lowing her principles. Mifs Ziza will get an ab-
{olute power over her husband ; complaifance is
the only means to engage and to mafler hearts.
Within a few years, ladies, you may give me
“{ome account of thefe predittions,

3 05 0 o
DA DO G U XT

Mrs. A2 FABL E,

E T us begin with lady Mary’s fory. _
Lady Mury. Cyaxares, uncle to- Cyrus, and

‘whio is called Darius in the {cripture, appointed a
great many princes or Satraps, that is, gover=
nors of the feveral provinces in his empire; and
placed three prefidents, of whom Danie/ was
the firft, over them, to have an eye on their
conduct. Danie/ was in the higheft favour
with Darius, which raifed great jealoufy among
the lords and princes of the coure. They long-
ed, and watched for an opportunity to ruin him ;
but Danie/ was{o faithful in the execution of
his high employ, that he left no hold for
any accufation. Upon which they refolved to
lay a fnare for bhim, in regard to his punc-
tual obfervanceof the law of his God. To
this end they prevailed upon the king to iffuc a
decree, by which it was forbidden, during the
fpace of thirty days, to ask any petition of any
God or man, excepting the king under pain, for
the tranfgreflor, of being caft into the den of lions.-
This decree did not hinder Daniel praying three
times every day with his face towards Ferafalen.
“Thele men informed the king, and reprefented to
him,
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him, that according to the ftanding law of the
Medes and Perfians the royal decrees were irre=
_vocable. - Dariusdid all he could to fave Daniel’s
life, butr in vdin; he cominanded Daniel to be
brought and caft into the den of lions, he faid to
him with tears in his eyes, Daniel, .the God, whom
thou ferveft continually, be avill deliver thee.. As he
fearcd the rage of his enemies, more than the
Gercenels of tae lions, he put his own feal to
the {tone, which covered the den, that it might
ot be removed.  The king retired to the palace
in grear grief; fupper was not brought n, as
wizal, he fatted, and {lsep departed from bis eyes.
The king arofe early in the morning, and wen’, in
lLafte, to the den of lions, where he cried out
with a Jamentable voice, Daniel, he faid, has th§
God been able to deliver thee from the lions ?
Yes, Daniel anfwered, my God has fent his angel,
and I am free from all hurt amongft thefe dread-
ful animals. The king was overjoy’d, he com-
_manded Daniel to be brought out of the den, and
his accufers to be caft in, whom the lions.caught
and broke their bones i pieces, before tiey
reached the bottom of the den. _
Mrs. Affable. If the wicked, and jealous, and
flanderers, were punifhed in this manner, we
fhould not have fo many among us. ,
Lady Mary. If ITmay fpeak my opinion, Ciax-
ares Darius, was & bate weak man, to expofe an
innocent perfon to death, and not to punifh his
envious informers. AE
Mrs. Z4ffable. This happens to weak princes.
“They are tools of the pallions &f all thofe, who
come near them. Their foible ftands them in -
-lieu of all manner of guilt. -What this paflage
of the facred writings fuggefts to us, with re«
gardto pringes, is applicable to all mankind. A
D g weak
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weak man is ready for any fault, to which he
Auffers himfelf to be perfuaded. I had rather
deal with a wicked perfon, than one of his cha-
ratter; I am fure I think fo; for you cannot
rely upon fuch-a-one, for a quarter of an hour
together.

Lady Senfible. ¥You gave me leave to repeat to
the Jadies, the hiftorical paflages that regard .Cj-
7us 3 Fam now going to prove, that Cyaxares had
& fmall fhare of fenle, becaufe he was jealous.

.Mrs. Afable. Very right, my dear; there s
not a more certain mark of a low-rated genius,
than jealouty. But before we enter upon this ar-
ticle concersing Cyaxares, we fhould know who
Cyrus was.  Lady Wity fhall begin, and you will
‘be pleafed to go on. _ i

Lady Wity. Afyages king of Media, had a
daughter called Mandana ; the was a grown young
woman, when his fon Cyaxares was bornj her
father gave her in marriage to Cambyfis the
Peirfian and heir to that crown. The Perfan do-
minions were of no great extent, but yet very
confiderable, as being inhabited by a virtuous
people. Their virtue was not owing to their
having different inclinations from others; they
had not more worth and honour by birth than
other nations ; but the good education they re-
ceived, correCted their defefts, and made them
appear a different nation. They had not this
beneficial education from their pareats; a fa-
taer was not allowed to keep his fon at Home ;
and all the children, whom they defired to for-
ward in the world, were to be fent to public
{chools. They had three forts of academies.
The firft was for lctle children ; here they eat
nothing but bread with crefles, and only drank
water. Their -bed, was a carpet laid on the

ground,
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ground, and however cold the feafon might be,
oo fire was ever allowed. They were taught
in this firk fchool, to refpe&, to love, and to
pradtife religious duties ; they brought them up
to a habit of obedience, and after feveral years
pafled in this {chool, they were fent off to another
at fifteen years of age. : :

Lady Mary. You know I am not greedy, and
T am fatisfied, that living hard lengthens our
days; and ftill I cannot approve this: method of
dicting poor children. What, always crefles ?
Would they have been lefs robuft, if from time
to time they had been treated with other food, a
coarfe fort of pudding, and fome boiled mutton ?
Lam hearty and well, though this Is frequently
my food. ,

Mrs. Affable. The Perfians, my dear, were fHll
in better health than you. They might indulge
the girls with thefe dainties ; but their boys were.
to be brought up fomething harder ; they found
the advancage of this diet, when they took the
field for warlike operations, and were very happy,
if they could meet with bread and water.

Lady Ziolint. What, tolic on the ground with:
only alcarpet, is not that a great hardthip-?

Mrs. Affable. 1 aflure you, Madam, that, as
lady Senfible was faying tother day, the body
may be accuftomed to any thing. Ilay, when 3

was very young, on a bed as hard as the floor,.

and I have foundit, of very great fervice to me.
I fleePwell every where, and I meet with peo~

ple, who if they change their beds, cannot get a.

wink of fleep ; that, you mufkfay, isextremely
inconvenient. Lady Mary wifhes the Perfians fuch:
meat as fhe knows, and. likes; a child born in:

the mountainous parts of Jreland, would with:
thein. §o haye potatoes; and if the Perfln aca-,

Dy demy’
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demy had been kept up to our time, they would
imagine -you had poor fort of dier, for want
of crefles. What relates to the body, does
not deferve the attention of a rational being ; it
is an animal you may bring up as you pleafe. Go-
on, Lady #iry, tell us what was done in their
fecond academy.

Lady #iry. They finifhed, as I may fay, the
education of the body, by painful and laborious
exercifes. In the third academy the youth were
taught the fciences, futed to the conditions of fifs
they were to follow. Mandana had a fon called
Cyr s 5 he was brought up at thefe public fzhools 4
but when he was twelve years of age, his mother
took him with her to pay a vifit to his grandfa-
ther dfyages.  This was a dangerous journey for
Gyras.  In Media, they lived in great {tate and
magnificence 3 and it was much to be feared, that
profufenefs and their grand entertainments would
bring a youth of twelve years to a difgut of
the plainnefs and rigour of the Perfians.  Cyrus’s
good fenfe refcued him from danger; and,
when his grandfather asked him, what he
thought of the fumptuous feafts of the Medes,
they, he anfwered, take much pains and fetch a
great way about to fatisfy the calls of nature ;
the Perfians take an cafier way, a lictle bread
and water, with fome crefles, fatisfies their ap-

etite, ' : _

- Mrs. 4fuble. Lady Vislent, if you remember
Afyeges’s feaft, pray favour us with the account:
akiey 51

"Lady Violewt. Aflyages took it into his head to
furprife Gyrus  with the magnificence of his
court ; o this effett, he invited the great ones
to a fuperb entertainment, and gave them in-
frultions 1o appear ag’ richly apparelled asfpb(ii‘.

1OiC,
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" fible. Towards the end of the fealt, I give you,
faid Afyages to his grandfon, all that is upon the
table.” You may difpofe of it, and make prefents
to thofe you like beft. Cyrus gave a great dith
to one_that feemed the mo® willing to obey his

~grand papa’s orders ; he beftowed another upon
the perfon, who waited on Mandena his mother ;
the riding mafter had a’ prefent alfo'; in fhort he
gave nothing but what he could juftify beftow-
ing with very good reafons. The king’s cup-
bearer Sacas, ‘waited at the door of the prefence-

- chamber, and had refufed him admittance, when
his grandfather was about bufinefs. Cyrus bore
him a grudge on this account, and gave him
“nothing. Since you are for rewarding  merit,
faid Affyages, you fhould have nrade a prefent to

" Sacas, who fills out {o handtfomely to drink. That
requires no great skill, fald Cirus; T am buta
“child, and 1 will undertake doing it as well, as
. your cup-bearer. "Let us fee, faid Aflyages. Upon
this, Cyrus took all the propef implements, and
acquitted himfelf very handfomely of the cup-

“bearer’s office.  As he could fee, that he had
‘pleafed his grandfather, he fell a laughing ; poor
Sacas, he cried out, thou art vuined, I fhall have
thy poft. Hold there, replied 4/fyages, you for-
“got the main point, you did not rtafte the wine.
‘I did not forget that, Gyrus anfwered, but omit-
‘ted it on purpofe; I am not yer mad enough tn
tafte poifon. How comes wine to be poifon in
your opinion, faid 4fyages? Cyrus anfwered, that
‘thofe, who drank it, loft their {fenfes. I took no-
‘tice t’other day, that, with drinking wine, you for-
‘got that you was a king, and the others, that
they were your fubjelts. All talked at ooce,
“laughed without reafans and when you were for
a dance, eyery one reelgl.G But, Aflyages went

¢ (Vels
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on, does not the fame happen to your father
Cambyfes 2 When my father has drunk, his thicft
is quenched, and that is all that happens.

Mifs Bella. 1am of opinion, that it would have
been as well, if, inftead of bringing up Cyrus to.
live cn grafs like a brute, he had been formed
to & habic of curbing his paffion, and not feeking
to be revenged. It was not handfome to find
fault with the cup-bearer ; after all,. he had only
done his duty. Thefe Perfian virtues were not
unlike thofe of the Lacelemopians,

Mrs. A4fabe. I muft own Madam, your re-
fleCtion is very proper. Cyrus’s difpleafure could
not be juftified, and the revenge he took was very
mean. A generous perfon {corns to be reveng-
ed of one, who cannot defénd himfelf. Bur
in. the main, it may be, this fault it is not to
be imputed fo much to the Perfian education,
as to Gyrus himfelf. Has none-among you, la-
dies, never failed in ohferving fuch things, as I
have recommended ? We fhall fpeak again of
Cyrus, the latter end of this leflon, if we can
have time ; but we have fome ftories.out of the.
fcripture to go through, which muft take place.
Lady Violent, it is your turn.

Lady Ziolent. The Lord fpoke to a man named
Jonab,, {aying : Arife, go to Nineweb, and ac-
quaint the inhabitants, that their city fhall be
deftroyed forty days afier thy prophecy. Jonah,
inftead of obeying, went on board a ihip bound
to another place. For he faid to himfelf, I
know that the Lord is good and merciful ; and
that he is ready to forgive, and as flow to punith.
If the people of Nimcweh repent, they will be
forgiven, and I fhall be looked upon as a falfe

rophet. Whercupon Fozalh went on board to
c¢ from the prefence of the Lord, ag if there
= : ' Wag.
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was fome place out of his fight, and out of his-
power. Bur when they were out at {ea, the
Lord fent a grear wind.; the pilot, the crew, and
the paflengers, each purup their prayers to their
God, to be preferved from this imminent danger.
Fonah alone was in the hoid, where he lay, and
was faft afleep; and the mafter finding, that he
fled from the prefence of God, awaked him, and
faid, whar thall we do to thee, that the fea
may be calm ? Throw me into the fea, an{wered
Fonab, for I know, that for my fake, this tem-
peft is conie upon you. ‘They were very loth to-
come to. this extremity ;- but, as the tempeft
grew more violent, they took Fezah, and cait
him into the fea. Now the Lord had prepared a
_great fith, (a whale no doubt,) and Foreh was in
the belly of the fifh, that {fwallowed him, three
days and three nights, where he compofed a can~-
ticle, or prayer, to the Lord ; and,.after this time
‘was expired, the filh caft up Fozab upon the thore,
whence he took the road to Nineweh. 'This was
a valt city, of three days journey; and Fonah
went through ir, crying out aloud, yet forty
days, and Nimewveb fhall be overthrown.

The king, and the inhabitants learing this
dreadful prophecy, fell proftrate on the ground,
and covered themfelves with fackcloth and athes.
The king proclaimed a rigorous faft to be ob-
ferv’d, and faid, who can tell, if God will turn
and repent, and turn away from his anger, that .
we perith not ? God faw their works, that they
‘were humbled before him, and penitent ; and he
forgave the Ninevites, which was a caufe of great
difpleafure to Fozab, who thereby faw himfelf
expofed to be thought a falfe prophet. He left the
town, and was exceeding angry, and he befoughe
the Lord to take his life from him. He .;;ty‘
9% thag
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that night on the ground, and the Lord God pre-
pared a fhrub to prote® him from the heat of
the fun by its fhade.. The growth of the fhrub
-was fome comfort to the prophet, but the next
“day, God fent a worm, which fmote the thrub,
fo that it withered away. In the morning, before
the fun rofe, God railed a vehement calt wind,
and the heat was 1o exceflive, that the prophet,
who was now left without a fhelter, fainted and
withed a fecond time fordeath. Then God {pake
unto him ; thou didft not plant, nor water that
fhrub; and yet the withering of this plant af-
flicts thee, foas ro make thee hate thy life ;- thou
couldft wifh it had been fpared. How much
more did 1 Wwith for the repentance of Nineweh,
that my juflice might find rcom to fpare more
than fix {core thoulund perfons that cannot dif-
cern between their right hand, and their left.

Lady Mary. Oh fie! It was very unbecoming
in a prophet, to be angry, becaufe God was pleafed
to forgive the poor Ninewites.

Mrs. dfable. We mult forget the fault of Fo-
wah, fince God wrought miracles to make him
fenfible of his miftake, and to juftify his proceed-
ing, with regard to Nimw:b, that guilty but rc-
pentant city. Fomah's excufe for not obeying,
s very fingular, becaufe the Lord, faid he, is
rezdy to forgive, and flow to anger. ~ But he will
punith at laft, if we perfift in the abufe of his
manifold graces. Now is your turn lady Char-
botte. :

Lady Coariotte. There was a man in the land
of Uz whofe name was Fob ; he feared God, and
ferved him fo faichfully, that he deferved to
have bleflings heaped upon him, and his family.
dle had feven fons and three daughters, was very
wich, and one of the greateft men-in the Ef/i.
| dis
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His fons went and feafted in their houfes, every
one his day, and called for their three fifters tocat
and drink with them. - And, when the days of
their feafting were gone round, he aflembled them
all at home, and offered facrifices for them, to
beg pardon of God for the offences, they might
poflibly have committed. '
~ Oneday the fons of God, came to prefent them-
felves before the Lord, and Satan came aifo
among them. The Lord faid unto Sazan, haft
thou not admired the virtue of my faithful fer-
vant Fob ? Satan made anfwer: Thy fervant doth
not fear God for nought ; thou haft given him
all good things in plenty ; it is very ealy to love
thee, and blels thy name in profperity ; bur put
forth thy hand, and rouch all that he hath, take
from him the good things of this world, and he
will curfe thee to ttx.y face. Behold, faith the
Lord to Saran, all that he hath is in thy power,
only upon himfelf put not forth thine hand. At
the fame time, Satez came down upon earth,
fully refolved to do 706 all the hurt poffible, and
force him to murmur againft providence. One
day, that ‘his fons and daughters did eat and
drink wine in their eldeft brother’s houfe, a mef-
fenger came to Fob, and informed him, that the’
enemies had fallen upoen his oxen, and his afles,.
and had carried them off, and flain his {fervants,
and that he was the only one efcaped tocome with:
the news. ‘While he was yet {peaking, another
came and faid, the fire: of God is fallen from
hieaven, and has bt up the theep, and the fer-
vants, and I was the oaly one that efcaped. This
had no fooner dome, but he heard from a third,
_ that the Caldeans had feized his camels, and put
liis fervants to the fword, all but himfelf. This
laft had not done fpeaking, when another trouglhz
’ T
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the accoant, that a furious wind had blown:
dnwn the houfe, where his fons and daughters.
were at dinner, and that they and their fervants,
were buried under the ruins. Upon hearing thefe.
melancholy accidents, Fob reat his robes, to
fhew that he was not infenfible to all thefe loffes,,
but at the fame time, he broke out into thefe me-
morable expreflions,, which denoted his virtue
and his conftancy ; naked came I out of my mo-
ther's womb, and naked fhall I return thither ;
the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away ;.
bleffed be the name of the Lord. Thefe were
the only words, which this prodigious trial drey
from the afilited 705, and he ncver impeached
the difpenfations of providence with regard to his.
{ufferings.

After this Sazar defired, that he might be per-
mitted to touch his bone and his flzth ; and hav-,
ing obtained it, he fmote 7o/ with fore boils.
from the fole of his foot unto his crown; and.
Fob, having now nothing left in the world, took a.
potfheard to fcrape off the matter, that ran from.
his ulcers, and fatupon a dunghill. To complete
his mifery, Sataz,who had taken from him all that.
he poflefled, left him his wife, becaufe the was
a vexatious creature ; and. no greater punifhment.
can beful a man, thana wife of a perverfe tem-
per. This wicked woman endeavoured to caft.
him into defpair ; the reproached him his integri-
ty, which had been of nofervice tohim, and came,
to that height of impiety, that fhe told: him his.
refignation to the will of God was dowaright ex-
travagancy. Job had fome friends, who came.
under a pretext of adminiftring comfort; but in
zeality to load him with reproaches;. and yet in.
the midft of all thefe trials the holy. man’s pati--
ence continyed the fame and unaltered. It pleaei;;’:
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ed God at laft to reward his fubmiflion to the
- appointments of providence. ~His health was
reitored ; he had more beautiful children than
thofe he loft, he was blefled with more wealth
* and worldly fubftance, than before; he pofiefled
it during a long time, and died very old and full
of days.

Mrs. 4ffable. This part of the holy writ ¢ives
us room to make many refle€tions. Let us have
tho’e that have occurred to you lady Senfitle.

Lady Senfible, Itexcites me toa great confidence
in God, It feems to fome, that accidents, which
are locked upon as difaftrous, are the work of
chance. Here I fee, that God dire@s thofe
events, proportions them to his defigns; and like-
wile enables us to proportion our paticnce to
thefe trials. Nothing.in my opinion can be mat-
ter of greater comfort.

Mrs. dffable, Very true, my dear.” All the
hair of our heads is counted ; not one falls with-
out the permiffion of our heavenly facher. All
the powers of hell may combine againit us; no-
thing is in their power without the efpecial con-
fent of God, who, if he grants it, only grants it
for our benefit, that is, either to punifh our
faults, and to induce us to return to him, as we
find by the hiftory of Maunaffeh, ox to give us an

ccafion of prattifing the greateft virtues, as it
is proved by the hiftory of Fob.

Many other points may be learned out of the
feripture ;. what you know is fufficient for your
educaticn ; what remains requires fome more
years to pafs over your heads. As to the books
of the prophets, for inftance, thofe you will read
yourfelves, and I will explain to you what you
don’t underftand in the beft manner ¥ can.

Mifs



90" The Young Ladies Magazine,

Mifs Melly. 1have, Mrs. A4fable, among my
baoks a tragedy called Efther, and faid to be tak-
~en from the holy writ, by the author monfieur
Racine, and you have never mentioned her

Lady 7iolent. And papa has a fine picture of

Zobit, youhave never named him neither. :

Mrs. Affable. To tell you the truth, Jadies, I
have not mentioned them, that I might avoid
difputes. There are different opinions concerri-
ing thofe hiftorical books and others *. 1In Eng-
larnd, and feveral other proteflant countries, they
are not reccived, as written by the infpira-
tion of the Hely Ghoft, and confequently
not allowed as canonical fcriptare; for which
reafon they are placed amoeng the Apocrypha,
in the proteltant verfions, and have no g rearer
credic given them than other hiftories written by
men fubject to miftakes. In France, Spain, baly,
and other countries they maintain, that thole
books were wrote under the influence of the Holy
Ghoft, and becaufe it is impoffible, under that iri-
fluerice, that any falthood can be penned, thofe
books, and parts of books, mult in cotrfe be
believed.  But as you are not in the way, to
judge of the arguments on both fides, and of the
merits of the caufe, I thought it was better not
to enter upon any difpute. :

Mifs Belle. There is a way left to wave all
controverfly. Give wus the paflages contain-
ed in thole books. You need not mention
‘what your opinion is. Our opinion will be

* In the Gencwa Bible, and the Englifb Pretgflant Verfion,
the ten Chapters of the Book of Efther, are not difputed, but
allowed to be Canonical Scripture and contain the whole
Matter of Moxfieur Racine’s celebrated Tragedy of that Name,

left

;
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left to ourfelves, and ro one can take any of-
fence. ; G

Mrs. Affable. You judge right, my dear; I
will follow your advice the firft opportunity that
offers. But lady Mary yawns. Yawning isan
effett, and a {fymptom of wearinefs. Qur con-
verfation I fear, has proved tedicus.

Lady Mary. What is the meaning, that yawn-
ing thould be a {ympton of wearinefs ?

Mus. Affuble. This requires an ample explana-
tion, my dear; and will make our leflon very
long.

Lady Ziolent. Well, we fhall only break vp fo
much later ; it rains, you fee ; and we cannot go
to any place ; give us leave to fpend with you
the time intended for our vifits.

Mus. Affable. 1 am very willing it fhould be fo,
my dear ; but upon condition, that thofe, who
are tired thall be at libercy to go, when they
pleafe. But firflt, you muft know, that there can
be no effeét without a caufe. :

Lady Mary. I don’t underftand that neither,
Mrs. Affable; let us have an example; with
that [ am able to underftand what, at firft fight,
feemed very difficult. :

Mrs. Afable. It is really fo. Now it is night
with us, becaufe the part of the earth, which we
inhabit, is notturned to the fum, or to make ufe
of geometrical terms, becaufc the fumis no more
upon our Horizon. To morrow at ten, we fhall
have day-light, for then ocur Horizon will be
turned to the fun. We obfervetwo thingsin this
return of light ; the fun, who caufes this light,
and the light caufed by the fun. Now, lady
DMarg, tell me, what is the capfe of this light ?

/

Lady
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Lady Mary. The fun is the caufe of the day..

Mrs. Affable. And what is the effelt, produced
by the fun? ‘

Lady Mary. The effe& produced by the fun, is,
day-light. Now, Mrs. dgable, 1 underitand i,
and will repeat it. , The fun is the canfe, and
light the effes. :

Mrs. 4fable. No body can anfwer better, my
dear.. Are not you all fatisfied ladies, that ne
¢ffcé? can be without a caufe ?

Lady Violent. 1 am quite convinced. Tt would
be very ridiculous to fay for example, that
nothing 1s the caufe of light. A mere nothing, can
be a caufe of nothing, for then it would give
what it has not, which is impoflible.

Mrs., dfable. T will give you an inftance, that
will explain what you fay, lady Violent. I find
that you are our of order, I feel your pulfe, and
- percetve, that you have a ftrong fever. You tell
-4me, that your ftomach is not right, you have an
inclination to vomit, and that this morning you
Wwas perfetly well, and that your appetite was {o
extraordinary, that you eat double the quantity
of what is your ufual ftine. I gather from this,
that you fuffer under an indigeftion ; this is an
effe@t, and therefore; this indigeftion muft have
a _caufe, and this caufe I know, for lady Viclent
has certainly eat {omething, that has difagreed
with her.

On the other fide, lady Mary has the fame dif-
temper, and I put the queftion to her, what s
the caule of your indigeftion, my dear? She an-
fwers and fays, nothing, Mrs. Affable, for Fhave
Not eat any thing for feveral days. You fee
Plainly, that I have reafon to belieye, you tell
an untruth,

Lady
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Lady Senfible. Certainly ; for, what is an in-
- digeftion ? *Tis a diforder of the ftomach, which
not having a fufficient heat to conco& the food,
that is taken in, that food continues too long in
the fame condition, that it was firft received.
Wherever an indigeftion bappens, the aliment is
indigefted ; the term imports it. And therefore,
the aliment, not well digefted, is the caufe of
the diforder, called an indigeftion. The difor-
der we feel, is the effelt of that meat not being
digefted. One goes with the other. To be too
long without eating, would produce another ef-
felt called bunger. !
~ Lady Lug. By what you have faid, I under-
ftand not only, that no effe& can Le without a
caufe, but that we can moreover arrive at the
knowledge of a caufe by effeéls.

Mrs. dffable. We certainly may, when we
have as certain a knowledge of the effeéts. am
not at all afraid of multiplying examples, ladies ;
they conduce very much to illuftrate things, and
make a {trong impreffion on the mind. Let us {up-
pofe, that [ have never heard any mention made
-of God. T open my cyes and contemplate the
univerfe. I obferve, that the motion of the fun,
as I apprehend it, is not by fits and flarts, but
extremely regular, that his place is neither too
high, nor too low. I perceive, that the feafons
duly fucceed each other; that the autumn rains
burft the corn, the winter’s cold makes it ftrike
the root deeper into the ground, the gentle warmth
of the {pring brings it out, and the greater heat
of the fummer carries it to maturity. From time
to time, I perceive, that great winds rife to pu-
rify the earth., Then 1 take a view of the fea,
and I am furprifed, thatit does not overflow this

~earth, as the only fence it has confifts in a few

grains
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grains of fand; Iam charmed with the beauty of
the moon, the ftars, and an infinity of other
objetts, {urpafling each other, in their refpeéive
excellencies. If I am not more ftupid than a
brute beaft, what thoughts muft arife, in my
mind, from this contemplation?

Lady Senfible. You will certainly fay ; as it is
impoflible, that all this fhould be formed by
nothing, I muilt infer, that they proceed from a
caufe of which they are the effett; and that, as
all thefe things are difpofed in a moft perfett or-
der,. I muft conclude, that the caufe; which has
produced them, a&ts with the greateft wifdom ;
for we muftjudge of the workman by his work.-

Mifs Sooby. Here is a very nice ring; and of
exquifite workmanthip. I may call the ring, an

. 4 )
effelt, and by the workmanthip, I judge that the
maker, whom I look wupon as a caufe, is an
artift.

Mrs. Affable. Very well, Jady; you feem to
underftand it very well. Now to refume our ex-
ample. Thelight is an effe&t caufed by the fum.
I may conclude with certainty, that the funis a
luminous bedy ; were it not luminous, it could
not give us the light, which in the laft fappofi-
tion, it has not.

Lady ZLouifa. We may alfo fay, that heat is
caufed by the fun, and confequently the fun muft
be a body of fire.

Mrs. dffable. Obferve, ladies, that I faid that
the caufe could be known by the effe&t, when we
had a perfet knowledge of-the effect ; but if I
can prove, that heat is not always produced by
the {fun, or that there are places, where the fun
fhines without™ caufing any heat, you cannat
then think, that the funis a body of fire ; for,
was it {o, heat muft be a neceflary effeét of his
prefence. ' Lady
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Lady Zuy. You will bring in the Cordillera
mountains in' dmerica, where the air is very cold,
tho’ they are under the Torrid Zone. .

Mrs. 4ffable. *Tis what' [ intended. A fire
that gives no heat is an imaginary being ; that is,
which has no real exiftence. I know, that fire
muft give a heat, this is-an effential quality ; and
fo it muft be ridiculous to affert, that what gives
no heatis fire, fince an eflential quality cannot
be takenaway without deftroying the being fromv
‘which we remove aneflential * quality.

- Lady Louifa. Excafe my dulnefs, Mrs. Afable;
I do not take the meaning of what you call an
effential quality.

o Mrs, Afable. I thought I had explained it be-
fore to the ladies, but I will not be fure of it ;
however whether I have or not I will explain it.
Thefe particulars are {o neceflary, to {peak with
any exaltnefs, that there is no harm in repeating
them frequently.

The ladies muft know, that there is no being
without good or bad qualities; but fome of ‘thefe
qualities are {o inherent to fuch beings, that they
cannot be feparated without deftroying it; and
on the other hand there are qualities, that may
be taken away without the deftrultion of the fub-
je& from which they are removed. An exam-
ple is very neceflary to clear up this point.

It is an eflential quality of matter, that is, of
wha ever confifts of many parts to be, when in
a natural way, of fome figurs, fquare, round,

* The author malkes ufe of the terms effontial quality to fige
nify the cflence, or the very being and nature of a thing ; be-
caufe ¢f/'nce is a philofophical term, and the idea is eafier con-
veved t) the youdg Ladies by effintial guality, or qualities,
vhich avp-ars in the explication given a little farther on by
;mifs EC({“,

dharp,
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fharp, large, crooked, no matter what the figure
is. Where there is no figure naturally there is no
matter. It is effential to a mountain to be raifed
above' the valley. It is effential to cloth to
require breadth in a natural ftate; a thread which-
has length withoat breadth is no cloth. You
would laugh at me, and not without reaion,
if I pretended to fay the contrary.

Buta green, red, or white colour is acciden-
tal to this cloth. To day it is white, to-morrow
I fhall dye it of a rofe colour, and it will: conti-
nue a cloth, though the colour be changed. A
mountain, though fmooth, and without flints,’
or rough and rugged wich them, will not be lefs
a mountain, if-l thould carry off the flint ftones,
that make it {o uneven and difficult of afcent.
Do you take me, ‘ladies?

Mif(s Bella. I am a rational being compofed
of body and foul, and of the human {fpecies.
If body or foul be taken away, I thould be
no more a compound of that fpecies, as the
body or foul are both effential to mankind. But
my being good or wicked will alter nothing in
that refpect. T am ftill of the fame kind to day,
that I am virtuous, as I was yelterday, that I was
wicked. ’Tis only a change of qualities not ef-
fential.  How muft thofe qualities be named, that
are not effential, and which may be altered with-
out deftroying the very being of the fubjett. '

Mrs. Affable. They are called accidental, and
are carefully to be diftinguithed from the other

qualities. When you defire to know any parti-

" cular obje&t, the qualities muft be examined with

attention ; the eflential qualities muft be {fepa-

rated from the accidental. Tell me whatis an
eflential quality of fire.

Mifs Bella. To burn, or to warm at a. greater,

~or lefs diftance. Mrs,
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Mrs. 4fable. You fee that pifture; thereis a
thip, that appears to beall in flames.  If I faid it
was not a pi&ture but real fire, what would you
. .anfwer?

Mifs Bella. T would hold my hand near it, and
fay, my dear, here is no fire, it does not heat my

“hand; and you aflure me, that Aeat 'is a quality
-eflential to fire.

Mrs. Afuble. And if we wereon the Cordillera
mountains, much nearer the {un than we are here,
and foundit very cold, what would you think ?

Mifs Bella Think ? That the fun was not a
body of fire ; if it was, it would warm ; it would
even burn me, in a place {fo much nearer to the
{un, than the fea-thore, where it is fmothering hot.

Lady Louifa. This perplexes me extremely. It
the fun is not fire, how comes it to warm me?
Nothing but fire can warm.

Lady Ziolent. Pardon me, madam ; Mama will
mever let me come near the fire, and T find I am
very warm without any. - When I find it cold, 1
skip about, dance, and run, and I grow fo warm,
-as to break out into a {weat. ;

Mrs. Affable. Can you tell me what is the
caufe of that warmth ? St

Lady Zislent. The motion of the whole body;
if I rub my hand hard and for a long time
together; tho’ it was very cold before, it will
grow very warm. '

Mrs. 4fable. Here you fee the effe@ of mo-
tion. Undoubtedly it caufes heat, that is very
plain ; but I don’t know ladies, whether you are
difpofed as I was at your age, I could never reft,
till I knew the caufe ofa caufe. If Thad beentold,that
motion caufed heat, I would never have given
over teizing thofe about me, till I had been in-

formed how,and why, motion produced this effeét.

You. III. E Mifs
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. Mifs Raral. 1 will anfwer for the ladies and
my{elf, that we have the fame curioﬁty now,
you had then. :

Mrs. £fable. 1 {hall do it the more willingly,
as it wili an{wer the objection ftarted by lady
Loui/a.

Do you remember, ladies, that I told you, our
bodies were made up with many fibres, &c. The
fibres, that form our fleth, are not very clofely
joined together, for you fee, thefleth is foft, and
Hlexible.  The fleth is covered with a skin, and
the texture of rthis is fomething clofer, but with
an infinity of little apertures, called Pores,

. Mifs Sophy. Look at my hand Mrs. 4fble;
here is no opening at all, gn the contrary, it is
guite fmooth and even.

 Mrs. dfable, Look at thofe lietle points as they
feem to be, and are very near imperceptible,
they. are pores ; and when "you are very warm, 3
moifture comes from thefe pores, which they call
fweat. You are fatisfied, ladies, that the air is
compofed of many parts, we proved it fome
years ago. - Now this air infinvates itfelf contie -
nually ianto the pores, and fers the fibres in mo-
tion, and thereby caufes a motion in all the hu-
mours, and keeps them from a chilly ftagnation.
When it is inteni‘e}y cold, ftill warer freezes, and
all the parts join clofely together ; if the water
had been kepc in a conftant and violent motion,
thafe parrs would never have ftuck together.,
Buz, if the air, that moves the fibres, is .very
fubtil and thin, thar is, if the partsare tco- fmal],
it makes its way through the pores, and the
fibres, without affilting them, the paflages being
‘wide enough to allow -them fice ingrefs, and
egrels, withourt any refiltance. If on the other
fide, the paris that compafe the air, be grofy,

hey
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they come with violence upon the fibres, to force
their way, they caufe a motion of the fibres and
heat, in confequence to that motion.

- In proportion to the coarfencis, or fmalnefs of

the parts of the air which penetrate the pores, the
motion of the fibres is greater or lefs ; cold, or
heat, depends on the qualities of the air we
breathe? The learned author, from whom I have
taken this remark, difcourfes in this manner.
- The {un, fays he; puts the air in motion ; but
moves it as it finds it. On the fea-thore 'in
Peru, the air is extremely thick ; here the fun
imprefles a very ftrong motion, and {o ftrong is the
preflure upon the fibres to force a pailage, thag
the motion fets all the humours afloat. At the
bottom of the mountains, the air is neither too
thick, nor too thin; the motion i§ moderate, nei-
ther too great, nor too liztle; hence there is
neither heat nor cold. Upon the top of thofe
high mountains, the air is {0 thin, and penetrat-
ing, that it paffes almoft impercepribly through
the fibres and the pores, without affetting them,
or caufing any agitation, whereby the humours
are at reft ; their parts cleave to each other, grow
cold, by this ftate of inattion ; and as our life
depends upon motion, it ends, where that fails.

This is difficult, ladies, is it not ? Do you un-
derftand it ? .3

Lady Lugy. I think, I do very well, if it be
certain, that motion is the caufe of heat. But,
to be fure, it is fo. Whenever I am in motion,
I find warmth; when atreft, I am lefs warm.
Pray Mrs. Afable, is the air thinner, and more
fubrile in winter, than in fummer? y

Mrs. Afable. 1 fhould fancy it is, but as F
hayve never examined this point particularly, I
cannot bring any ﬁrongE arguments to proye it

2 fo
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{o I can fay nothing to the matter ; much lefs can
I be poﬂtxve on thls head. But grantmo that
the air is as thick in winter, as in 1ummer the
rays of the fun, not coming perpe.ndxcmaﬂy but
obliguely wponit, muit have lefs eftet.

" Lady Mary. 1 muft make ufe of your argu-
inents, in my own vindication ; for-you have re-
4lly accufed me fallly. You thought and de-
clarédy that I was not pleafed with our coaver-
fation, why ? Becaufe I yawned. Now, Mrs, Af-
Sfable, without any why’s or wherefores anfwer
me direltly, is yawning eflential to a diflike of t the
difcourfe, or company, or can it procced from
.any other caufe 2

Mrs. Affable. It may, my de ear, be owing to a
‘want of {leep.

Lady Mary. That was really the caufe of my
%/awnmg I did ‘nor clofe my eyes of all night.

was juft loft for want of {leep.

Mrs Affable. 'Then I muit fend you home
quickly, poor child.

~ Lady ﬂxary Oh no; you have quite awaked
me with the pretty things you have faid ;I will
ftay till the ladies come ; you know you pro-
sifed not to fend us h rome till eighe o’clock.

Mrs. Zffable. Well ! in the mean while, lady.
Wity will give s fomething about Cyras.

Lady Wztiv Mandana foon quitted the court of
Aftyages to return into Perfa, but Cyrus begged
her confent for a longer ftay in Media, but not
with any defign to fit at a plentiful tab]C or
for more diverfion’; this was the leaft of his
care.. The tfue reafon was as follows. ,

Perfia was a mountainous country, where the.
cavalry is under great difficulties in an engage-
ment.  The Pe;fmz armies confifted of infan-
ﬁr)', and_they did not concern themfelves with

‘ the
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the othér part of tlie military {cience, which re=
lated to the horfe. Cyrus asked leave to ftay in
Media, for an opportunity of learning this  fci~
ence. Here he began his apprenticefhip of war 3
the war did not continue long ; the king of
Armenia, who was 4flyages’s enemy being deteat-
ed, promifed to paya tribute, and obtained peace
on that condition. ' :

Cyrus having learned to ride, came back to
Perfia, and pafled on to the fecond fchool. His
flhool-fellows imagined, he would find very
great hardfhip in'living with them, under poverty
and fubje&ion, after living fo many years 1t
pomp, and independance ; they were difappoint-
ed; and Cyras was always before-hand, where
the-example of any virtue was required.

Inthe mean rime 4fyages died, and left his king-
dom: to his fon Cyaxares Cyrus’s uncle, though not
much older than his nephew. The kings of Ba-:
b,lon and "Lydia, looked upon this conjunéture as
very favourable, for the conqueft of Media, and
daclared war to Cyaxares.  The young king fent
for. fuccours to his brother in-law Camby/es, who
fent him an army, whereof he gave’ the com-.
mand to Cyrus, notwithftanding lus youth.

Before Cirus fet out on this:expedition, Canr=
by/fes his father asked him what meafures he would
take to be refpetted and obeyed by the officers,.
and the foldiers. Cyras anfwered, 1 will, faid he,
reward thofe that do their duty, and punifh thofe:
that negle&t it. That isa very proper means to
be ufed, but there is another much lefs fubject,
to -difficulties.. All that are under your com-
mand will obey you readily, and refpeét you.very:
much, if you can periuade them that you have
more -knowing than they.  But Sir, Cyrus
replied, how thall I bring this about 2 Nothing

* - E 3 eafier,,
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caficr, Caméyfes replied ; make yourfelf fo.. You
will effedt it, by a conftant application to the du-
wies of a general ; by afliduous converfation with
old officers, hearing their advice, and receiving it
with pleafure, and if you will not negleét the
eouniel even of a common foldier.

Cyrus followed very puntually the inftru&ions
of his father ; he endeavoured to gain the bearts
of the foldiery, and to give them example ; this
behaviour met with the defired fuccefs.

Mifs Mely. The very fame I have in my

Usiiverfal Hiflory. Cyrus loved his foldiers Who“y
upon that account. They refpe&ted him, becaufe
he was a skillful commander, and he was obey’d,
becaule he commanded nothing, but what they
had his example for doing the fame.
- Mrs. dffable.  Cambyfes’s anfwer reaches an af-
tured method, not only to tea great general, but
a good mafter, a gnod miftrefs of a family, and
even a good and great king. - If an officer withes
to be loved by the troops under his.command, a
king to be adored by his fubjeéts, a head of
g family to win the hearts of his children and
his fervants, they -muft love and will be loved
again ; the receipt is infallible. If you defire to
be refpeted, improve your mind, be more vir-
tuous than others; refpe® will come of courfe.
If you,would have the perfons under you meek,
Tighteous, juft and endued with the fear of God
and a clofe attention to their refpeétive duties, re-
quire nothing of them, but what they fee you
prattife. Adieu, my dear ladies, at our next
meeting, you fhall have the conclufion of Fidi=
ha’s hiitor)',

DIA-
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Mrs. AFFABLE,

I ADIES, I am about to give you, no, Fis
4 delia herfelf fhall give you the end of her
adventures.

My mind was taken up with the wretched ar-
guments I have mentioned, which however were
not quite abfurd, with regard to the principles [
had received with my education, when George
who had bribed a fervant-maid of -the houle,
came into the room, and was upon his knees
before me, almoft before I perceived him. i
will not repeat the vain difcourfes he held to
complete my ruin, which yet he could not bring
abour, without many more attempts; but he pre-
vailed at Iaft, to make me as mean, and as defpi=
cable as he withed, though he feared my repen-
tance, and the remorfes of confcience, which he
fodpetted would {acceed this misfortune; and for
that reafon, ingaged me to take an apartment
in his own houfe, fo apprehenfive he was'thdt I
thould make my efcape from him." Here my de-
plorable fituation put me'to the rack; I felc tor=
ments, and punithments, to which I had before
been a ftranger. The unhappy feducer, ftrove in
vain to reconcile me to thame, and infamy, with
his careffes, flacteries and profufion. His wealth
was {pent in procuring taftele(s pleafures for me;
and every thing that was magnificent but' ag-
gravated my fhame, by making 1t public ; nothing
could calm my diftratted foul. It was to no pur-
. E 4 pole,
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pofe to recal to mind the arguments which had
given a fan&ion to my -bafe condefcenfion ;- they
made indeed fome impreflion on a mind, whofe
light was darkened ; but the Jeefe of my confci-
ence, if I may ufe the term, that inward feel-
- ing was not loft. Pride, and a fort of delicacy
were moft exquifite torments, in this flate of af-
flition. To talk of delicacy in a woman de-
Livered up t>. guile, as I was, is an abufe of
terms ; however there was enough left, not, in-
deed, ro refcue me from thame, but to feel all the
horrours of the fault.. What Fluffered, and whatr
1 exprefs very weakly was terrible, but ftill fome-
thing mere fenfible was to come over my head.
His paffion for me continued abour eight
months, and was {fome alleviation of my dif-
trefs.  As thers was no objelt to divert my at-
tention, no relation or friend, who took up any
thare of my afteftion, the fentiments of a heart
naturally tender did cenzer in him. By degrees,
his flame, and love of me went out, and this
abatement of his paffion, grew at laft {o fenfible,
that I could not flatter myfelf, with the thought
ot being miftaken. Now I became a prey to jea=
loufy, vexation and defpair. The fear however
of lofing him intirely gave me courage enough
to {mother my grief in his prefence,, for fome
manths, but having had an aceount, that he was
to marry very foon a lady of prodigious for-
tune, I refolved to leave him ; but could not, in
the cruel circumftances I faw about me, could
not I fay forego the fatisfation of reproaching
him, as he deferved, which raifed his paflion to
a degree, that he forgot the regard due to a wo-
man; not content to treat me wich all the op~
robrious language, thort indeed of my defercs,
ﬁe ftruck with barbarity the unfortunate woo

man,
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‘man, whofe ruin he ‘had completed before. F
was not ufed to chis treatment, which from any
‘other perfon would have been intolerable. How
" “much more did it affe& me, from a perfon to
*whom [ had facrificed all, and whom 1 thouglit
‘I had fixed unalterably ! Senfele{s creature that T
~was !' Never to refleét, that love can never con-
tinue, where one has ]of’r her right to be efteem-
“ed; and that the difguft of a lover, follows:
clofely on the' heels of the weaknefs, which a
“frail creature betrays for him.

I fell into a downright rage with the Blows:
“Grorge. laid on fo mhumanly upon me, and after
“throwing in his face the wages of iniquity, thac
‘s, all the prefents ‘he. had macL, I lett his houfe’
"quite enraged. | rerurned to my former Iodg—~
‘Ings'; but Found it 1mpoﬂime to calm the tumult,.
and hurry of my foul; the Jate {fcene I had gore
“through called to my mind all the cuaumf’(anccs-
-of my guur with the mortifying confequences It
~had, and would ftili have, with regard to me; I
“was 10 '1fhamed I ceuld not look at the pcxluns
who had known me innocent. On a iuduw, I
“conceived fome hopes of a little reft, in with-
“drawing to a great diftance, from the' perfons,

“who were conicious of my difafter ;I gotinto'a
poft chaife, at two o’clock in' the morning, and:
o*cered the poftillion to drive till’night, and whl-

ther he pleafed.

This whole day was fpent’in a ftate of infen-
fibility, without any thought on what was paf-
‘fed, or to come.  In'the evening, the poftillion
would have ftopt in a town, and was going into
‘a great inn; I begged he would go to a village
‘not far off; and I alighted there, at a forry ala-
houfe, w;thout any reafon I cou]d give for'fo-
dom I' locked -myfelf up in a room, where” T

5 fats
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fat all night in my cloaths, and went from my
lodgings, and the village, at break of day.
Chance led me to the fide of a river . {haded
with willows, which I followed fome time, with-
out refleting what I was abour. At laft the
~cool air reftored my fenfes, and with them my
reafon and memory, and put me upon thinking
-of my fituation and defpair. The circamflances of
.y paft life crowded into my imagination, and
appeared under the moft dreadful colours. But
what a cruel fright was I in, whea in the mid{t
of horror and defpair, I difcovered that love fill
kept pofleflion of my heart ! My perfidious lover
bad it all to himfelf; and whac I looked upon as
.anabhorrence of my offence, I found to be only
_the defpair of repeating the crime. This difpo-
fition made my diftrefs complete ; it could not be
~carried farther, and I thought it paft all remedy.
~_ Sinking under the weight of afHliction, I fell on
the ground, and had not ftrength to rife again.
By a kind of mechanifm, I lifted up my eyes, and
‘bands to heaven; alas! without any thought of
relief from God, “on the contrary, to accufchim,
.to murmur againft his providence, and to utter
blafphemies. I fay to wrter, for I fpoke and arti-
culated my thoughts, and what faid, though
unconneted, thewed an excefs. of defpair. Im-
.mediately, I caft my eyes towards the river,
whar hinders me, faid I, putting an end to all
trouble ? Life is -hecome an infupportable bur-
*tben; I muft thake it off. The moment of death,
being that of my utter annihilation, will be the
beginning of my reft, :
o 1 thought gave me fome relief, and ftrength
_enough to rife and hafte to the river,. which was
At To great diftance ; I was almoft come to.ft,
when .l heard a loud cry yery near me, which
e 354 made
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made me look back, and at that inftant I found,
that I was held faft by a clergyman, who had
heard my complaints, and difcovered my defign.
The fhame of being feen in this condition was
the firlk thing that came into my thoughts; but
gratitude foon took .place of the former. He
fpoke with that fweetnefs, pity, compaflion ; bes
nevolerice appeared {o expreffed in his counte~
nance, that my heart in the height of diftrefs
could hold out no longer, and admitted a mo-
ment of eafe; and refpite. Alas! Since I came
from my unele’s, this was the only perfon I had
found, who took a real intereft in my welfare. -
"~ Ah! madam, faid ks, what thanks are due
- from me to the Almighty, who has guided my
fteps hither # I have watched you {fome time, I
heard your complaints ; you accufe God on ac-
count of your fufferings; a cerrain fign, that he
has not forfaken you, is, that he has permitted me
to be here {o opportunely, to prevent the lofs of”
your foul. Dear madam, compofe your mind, and
call reafon to your afliftance, that you may re-
turn to a due fenfe of yourfelf. However wretcha
ed and miferable your fituation may be, be net
difcouraged, it may change, and mend; and if’
my adyice, fiiendfhip, and the little relief .1 am
able to afford, can contribute to this happy end,
be aflured they fhall not be wanting. ' ooy
How enfnaring is charity ? Excufe the .exprefs’
fion. The fincere ‘offers he made pierced my
heart. I could not rejeft the hopes I grounded
upon the good offices he promifed ; a great change
was wrought in me, which foon broke out, and
appeared in a deluge of rears. . They hindered -
me, from making due acknowledgments to my"

deliyerer ; but he underftood their meaning. .

E 6 ; Dear

/
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Dear  madam, faid he, uncommnion, and pro--
bably the greateft' of misfortunes have brought
you to-the deplorable fituation I found you in,
but if you will be pleafed to” come with me;
you thall be fatisfied, that fufferings and happinefs
are not incompatible. With this, he took me by
the hand, and T accompanied him without reluc-.
tance. - We entered into a poor houfe, where he
introduced me to his {poufe, who was a-bed. She-
was.a middle-aged woman, pale, and emaciated ;.
and appeared to be much-out of order. She did not:
look as if fhe had an acute diftemper, but more.
in a languifhing, thana fuffering ftate. Serenity,
peace, and even joy were feen in her countenance,
and fpoke the tranquilicy of her mind. My fitu-
ationwas very vifible, defpair. hewed itfelfin my
eyes, and tears run down in fireams. This gen-
tlewoman kindly, mingled hers witch mine ;- this:
manner, of comforting an affli&ed poor creature.
was readier, and had a greater effet, than what-
1s ufually pra&ifed in.fach.occafions. After this,,
fhe intréated me to be pacified, bur with that
foftnefs in her voice, that tendernefs and affettion,
that I' could not ftand out any longer, I have.
Often heard of civility and good bree ing ; “tis an
art, they fay, to be learned by application ; who-
had feen my comfarter, would have altered hijs.
opinion.  As fhe had been brought up far enough-
fiom the grand monde and a ftranger to its cuf-
toms; her politenefs. was the effe@ of charity,.
which poflefled - her heart; in reality, {he might
have pafled for an example in.this kind. Defpair:
could not refift thefe comforters; I began to
breathe, and after taking fome refrethment, I
even had courage enough to relate my advens

tures. - '
: My

4
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" My dear, faid fhe, your faults are a neceffary’
coniequence of -your education; and‘(}uq has.
been pleafed to-thew you more mercy on this ac=
count, and to provide you a cure from the ex~
cefles, to which you had given yourfelf up.. No
motive of lefs force, than the diftrefs you have
gone through, could have difcovered to you the
mconfittency and falfhood: of your father’s prin-
ciples. He was not in the wrong, when he ad-
vanced, that virtue was fufficient to happinefs; and:
that poverty, fuffering, and being defpifed by the
world could not difcompofe: a virtuous mind..
The virtue of a ftoic is notiequal to thefe won-
derful effeéts, but that virtue only, which flows:
from the knowledge and the prattice of chriftian.
truths ; that virtue; which confcious of its own
weaknefs, has a continual recourfe to God, to
obtain the helps which he never refufes, and
which raifes the weakeft above all'the difficulties:
that occur in life.. Give me leave to inftance ins
my own {felf ; it will firike you the more, as L
have no pretence to much virtue. :
"Tis now ten days fince I loft my only fon;:
he is the eighth, Ged has been pleafed to take
from me, in three years. Thislaft has fuffered
fuch pains, as would rend the heart of a tender
mother ; what aggravated my trouble was, that
¥ often was in no condition to procure him any:
relief, futable to his fituation, and the torment he
fuffered, though I was quite fpeat with hard
work to maintain him ; for my husband, though a
gentleman well born, has no fortune. *Hard la=
bour and toil, with a tender conflitution, and
the want of neceflaries, at Jaft corrupted nry
blood. I have a.cancer thavcats me up alive, at=
tended with pains beyond expreffion. Nothing
¢an faye my life; I might indeed alleyiate and

make:
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make the torment fome lictle eafier, had I the
means, which poverty keeps out of my reach.,
With this the thewed me her breaft, a fight which -
went through my heart, and chilled me with hor-
ror. How can you bear being punifhed thus,.
faid I ? Why don’t you {feek relief from death ?
How is it poflible, that under this infupportable
rack, the tranquility and peace fhould continue,
which appears fo evidently in your countenance
and difcourfe ?

This tranquility and eafe {prings from faich
and religion, faid this woman ; faith is the ground
of that hope, which produces a pure and unalter-
ed chearfulnefs; banithes all dread, vexation and
defpair. I would not have youimagine, that thefe
difpofitions are natural to me ; no, I was by na-
ture, weak, impatient and teuchy. Take this
book, faid fhe, and read it. She put the Holy
Bible into my hands. That, fhe went on, has been -
the great maiter, and has taught me to be hap-
yy. There I found, that everlafting glory is the
end of all fufferings, which are gone through with
refignatdon ; I was informed what power I was
to apply myfelf to, for obtaining refignation and
ftrength. I was convinced by the perufal of that
boolk, that the hand which ftrikes me, is the hand
of a parent, who knows what is beft for me, and
loves me too much to refufe thatfavour. Yes in=
deed, madam, want, infirmities, the lofs of my
children, even death, are favours, bleflings, [
thould fay, of the mott high, who of his graci-
ous goodnefs, rewards this {fubmiffion to the ap-
pointments of his providence from his creatures
the work of his divine hands, and recompenfes:
us with that gladnefs and fatsfaétion, which we
feel, but cannot exprefs.

Whillk
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- Whil&k fhe froke, her eyes fpa;‘kled with a di~

vine fire ; the fatisfaltion, fhe was mentioning,
appeared fpread over an extenuated face, and
amazed me. I determined then to examine a re-
ligior, which had power to work {uch miracles 3
miracies 1{ay, and don’trhink the expreflion over-
ftrecched.  Raifing the dead to life is not more
above the firength of nature, than this fatisface
tion and content, in fuch a deplorable ftate. The
good couple applauded my refolutibn, and in-
treated me {o kindly to ftay with them, till I could
be fixed, that Iaccepted their offers ; and, with.
the help of the clergyman, I applied myfelf co
the ftudy of the fcriprures. But, firfk Irepeated
the Deilts objeions, which had formerly taken
up too much of my attention ; and he anfwer.
ed them with fuch firength and folidity, that I
was intirely fatisfied, and well difpofed to read,
with ‘awe and relpe&, books that came from di-
vine authority, as I was perfuaded by the inquiry
I made into the grounds, for believing their di-
vinity. Before we entered upon our le@ures, we
always put up a fervent prayer to God, that he
-would vouchiate through the merits of Tifus
Chrifl, to give us the good Spirit, which he hag
promifed to thofe thatask him The refult of
meditating the fcriprures was a difcovery of
former errors, and a firm purpofe not to omit
any thing that could poffibly repair the paft, by a
new life. : :

During the ftay T made at their houfe, I was
prefent at the death of the worthy gentlewoman,
who had thewed her hofpitality to me, in this cha=
ritable- manner. Let no one hcreafter boaft
the firmnefs of philofophers, at this decifive mo-
ment ; 'tisonly a flupid tranquility that preceeds
from ap ignorance of the. confequences of deathy

Herg
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Here I faw her in the greateft pleafure ; *twas all
rapture and extafy. QOne could not grieve for,
but rather envy this happy perfon in her agony,
and wifh to be in her place ; T could not forbear
crying. out, O death, achere is thy fling 2 Ograve,
awhere 15 thy wifory 2

Immediately after, T took leave of my gene=
rous benefattor, who had procured me a: place in
a neighbouring family. 'Living in fervice was at
firlt very mortifying, but became much eafier by

- theabatement of imy pride, towhich only my prefent
condition was infupportable. Chriftian religion foon.
evercame an caemy, thathad been proof againft
all the ftrength of philofophy, and mere reafon.
As a penitent, it was my duty to fubmit to every
inconvenience of my prefent fituation; butas a

ehriftian, I found that nothing ought to humble
me, and. to give me trouble, but the remems«
brance of palt offences. This indeed broke in
upon me, and was the only obje&t that difturbed
my quiet and eafe; but the exprefs command
which we have received to hope for pardon,
from a merciful God, reftored a- calm and tram
quility to my foul. I have been many years in
this happy fituation, always fatisfied, poor and
‘contented, and ever ready to depart this life, when
it fhall pleafe God to call me to ‘a continuance,
and increafe of happinefs.

Lady Louifa. How affefting is this hiftory of
Fidelia? 1 could not forbear tears, whilft it wa
repeating. :

. Mrs. dffable. Pleafe to remember ladies, what
was the motive to introduce this account. We
were to prove, that without Chriftian religion;
there was no real permanent virtue. You may
defy the world to produce a Deift more affeted
0. moral virtue, than peor Fidelia. Yet that afe
i fegs-
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fe&ion and atrachment, could not hold out
againft the faral circumftances, to which the was
reduced, nor the violence of paflion.. If all that
think like her on the article  of religion, were
to give a fincere account of their lives, we fhould
difcover very plainly that their virtuesare coun-
terfeit. Lay this up carefully, ladies. You enter,
or are foon to enter into the world, where you
will meet with too many perfons in this road of
thinking ; you will hear a great deal of fulioms
raillery beftowed on the religious and valuable
{implicity of perfons, who fubmit with all hu-
mility to the word of God ; libertines will batter
your ears with ftupid nonfenfe, which thofe
tathionable gentlemen call argument, and will
intice your curiofity to the perufal 6f books only
diftinguifhable by profancncis, ard impiecy. Look
upon fuch as afte&t this language, or ofter to lend
books, as perfons that endeavour to give you poi-
fon, and are” public pefts. You may fafely look
upon them, as perfons void of honeur ; and could
you know their hearts, your judgment of them
would not appear at all ungrounded.

Lady Lucy. Fidelia faid, that her reafon cons
vinced Her of the fcriptures being divinely in-
fpired ? Can that poffibly be ? I always thought;
that faith only could command our {ubmiffion to
things feemingly contrary to reafon.

Mrs. 4ffable. Youdon't refle€, my dear; have
you forgor, that God is the chief and fovereign
realon, and that all his works are performed
with infinite wifdem and reafon ?

Lady Lucy. F am convinced of it Mrs. Afable,
but {t:ll there are many things in the f{criptures,
that feem contrary to reafon. For example, T
eannot conceive, that the incarnation fhould be
neceflary ; could not ‘God be recanciled to m_ala-.

: withe
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without fending his fon on earth ? Faith makes
us believe thefe articles; I repeat them, but that
is all.

Mes. Adfable. I could anfwer your queftion
directly, with regard to the incarnation ; but this
is not a praper time, and it willbe in our way
hereafter. I fpeak now in general of ali truths,
¢ontained in the holy writings.  You maintain,
they are contrary 8 realon, and this ¥s wrong in
you ; but at the fame time, itis true, that there
are many things, which human teafon carnnot
comprehend. Tell me, my dear, can any thing
at firlt fight, be more abftird, than to imagire,
that, on the oppofite fide of this earth diametrie
cally oppofite to where you ftand, there are peo=
ple whofe feet thould meet yours, could you pafs
from both fides to the center of the earth ?

Lady Lucy Before it was explained, I thought
this very odd, but fince that it focks to me 4s
quite a natural thing. :

Mrs. 4ffable. But before you had this explained
to you, could you have thoughe, there was fuch a
country, as dmerica, or, as the common expreflion
1s, any Antipodes ? :

Lady Lucy. T believed it without farther in.
quiry ; for I could not be perfuaded, that fo many
travellers, would enter into a combination to im-
pofe upon me. | '

Mrs, Adffable. So, you had good reafon to
believe, that there were fuch people as arg-/imi-
podes with regard to us. Pray tell me if ycu
met with one that never had {et his foot out of
England, and that fhould obftinately. contend
with you ; that this ifland was the whole world 3
that all beyond it, is fea, and that fuch as pretend
to return from foreign voyages, are a fet of im=
paftors, who put off nothing but mere_fiftions

: tQ
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to the public ? What would you fay of fuch a

perfon ? H

Lady Lucy. Say ? That he was mad, and that if
he would believe nothing but what he had feenm,
it would be a ready way to believe little or
nothing. ! RETathi

Mrs. Affable. Was I to tell you, that thereare
many worms, and even ferpents in a cup of vi-
negar, though very clear in all appearance ?

Lady Lucy. With your leave Mrs. Jffuble, I
would examine it very narrowly, and if I dif-
covered nothing, I fhould make fome doubt of
what you faid. -

Mrs. 4guble. The experiment is- eafily made.
I have white wine vinegar in the clofer. I
will put fome out into a coffee-dith. .. . . Now
Icok at it well.

Lady Lucy. I may look longenough ; there is
nothing but a little dirt, and that almof imper-
ceptible. There are fome grains of duft, which
are {o little, as niot to be eafily difcerned. One
cannot fuppofe that worms, or fexpents are lefs
than that fmall- duft; were there any, 1 could
not but fee them ; I fee nore; thercfore there are
none. \ ;

. Mrs. Affable. Lady Senfible feems to {mile at
the inference, your skerefore ; but let her tell you
what makes her {mile. ‘

- Lady Scnfible. Excufe me, dear Lady Lucy; I
have not vanity enough to pretend to a greater
fhare of underftanding ; but I have been o long
a time under Mrs. A4f«ble’s inftruction, that it can
be no matter of furprife, if I fhould fufpet you
was miftaken. Your infirence refts upon, or rather
is the confequence of a falfe principle. You may
make hundreds of inferences in that nature, with=
. ' oug
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out proving any thing folidly. But I hope your
will not take it amifs. '
~ Lady Zacy. But I really do, that you fhould
think I am offended. I am not quite io weak; I
defire to be informed ; this you may do- without
ceremony, particularly when you undertaké
it fo.gemeely, and with that agreeable circum-
fpeftion. I beg’you will thew the £ilfity of 'my
principle. - it
 Lady S.#fible. You fuppofed, madam, that no
animal could be lefs than thofe grains of duft. ~

If Mrs. Affable will favour us.wich her microft
cope, you will fee lirtle animals, in comparifon
to which the grain of duft you have obferved,
‘will appear like a huge mountain; and T have
heard the Jearned fay, that there are much lef$
animals, which the moft perfelt microfcopes can-
not help us to fee.

Mrs. Affable. Here is the microfcope, Tadies]
now look into the difh. 3

Lady Lucy. Blefs us! Here is a {fwarm of alf
forts of thapes. I yield; Mrs. 4ffable, the fault was
in my eyes, that could not difcern thofe objelts.
I am not fharp fighted enough.

Mrs. Afable. And f{o it fares with your reafon; -
when it cannot comprehend what feems unintel-
ligible in the holy fcripture; itis too weak to
reach thofe hidden myfteries. :
~ Lady Zouifz. F am as defirous of being in-
firuted as lady Lucy, and this makes me propofe
a queftion, which may be thought much out of the
way. If God require of me to believe the myfteries
contained in the facred writings, why did not he
beftow as much reafon and underftanding, as was
fufficient for that effe®. The underftanding he
has given me becomes ufelefs, and. of no fervice
L things of extreme confequence to my well be-

125
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ing, and at beft, is fo very weak, as ' to reach.
merely fome few trifles, wherein I have little or
ro intereft. '

- Mrs. 4ffable. Reafon is a great help to belieye
what you dow’c underftand. I muf beg you, will
_ give me all your attention, Ladies ; ir is a poiat
of the greate®t importance.

- God cannort contradi& himfelfin his works. He.
has given us an underftanding ; and that is anun~
doubted proof, that he intended it to dire&t us in
what regards our faith and our morals. There
are two ways of being chriftians and believing the

criptures.  The firt by {ubmitting our under-
ftanding, becaufe our anceftors have done fo, with-
eut examining, whether they had juft motives for
ir ; this is a common method and which multiplies
many bad, or very weak chriltians, who thereby are
never acquainted with their belief, or their dury.

ady Witty. I kave often heard men of wir {a
that they are Chriftians, becaufe they were bred up
chriftians ; that if they had been brought up Maho-

metans they would continue fo, for, fay they, a
man of principles fhould pever change his religion.

Mrs. Afable. Thofe that tatk {o are not Chrifs
tians in London, nor would they be true Mufulmen
at Conftantinople. Such a belief dithonours God
and thele gentlemen are really of 1o religion at
all. I repeat it; God gave us reafon only to

make a proper ule of it. Lady Lucy, why did I
recommen {o particularly to you never to tuke
my word only or any other perfon’s ?

- Lady Lucy. Becaule you made us obferve, that
all men are fallible themfelves, or may endea-
vour-to deceive us, whence it is very réafonable
to examine narrowly what they fay. '
. Mrs. 4fuble. Well! But if you was aflured -
that I neither could deceive nor be deceived x}nyz‘

é el
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fulf would it be neceflary to make any fuch
examen ? '

Lady Lucy. No certainly ; I fhould believe you
at the firft word and think myfelf very unreafon-
able, if T did pot. '

Mrs. Affable. Now, Ladies, toknow whether
reafon allows us to be-chriftians ; if you are im-
plicitely to believe the word of God one thing on-
Jv nseds to beinquired into and it is this. Have
¥ {ufficient grounds from reafon to convince me,
that thefe books are the word of God.  If reafon
furnifh me wirh a convincing proof, thatthey are,
the {ame reafon will put a ftop to all farther in-
quiries, asT am well aflured that God, who com-
mands me to believe hisword, cannot deceive or be
deccived. This is the other way of being a chri-
ftian by convition and by this Fudel/ia became one.
Her faith was blind and implicit with refpe& to
the myfteries, which are incomprehenfible ; but
the motives of her belief were rational and fa-'
zisfaltory, fince by confidering and examining
chem ftri€tly fhe was convineed of the divine truth
of the word of God' revealed to man.

Lady Lewifa. What a_pleafure would it be to
me, were Iin a condition to make that fame in-

uiry I :

Mrs. Affable. We will go upon it, when we re-
cat the hiftory of the New Teftament ; that is,
the Life of Jefus Chrift. Nothing has a greater
efficacy to make us fincere Chriftians. A Chri-
ftian, who is wichout any rational mortives for his
profefling Chriftianity, is in great danger of being
only a nominal Chriftian. On the contrary no-
thing is eafier than to make the trial I recom-
mend ; the word of God need only to be confider-
ed and weighed with fome attention. Now let

Bs
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us return to Fidelia and to the refle®ions her hif.
tory has occafiored among you Ladies.

Mifs Frivolus. For my part I am fo angry at
George, that I would make an end of him, were it
in my power. What a bafe creatare to ftrike a
poor young woman !

Mrs. 4ffable. *Tis very hameful indeed ; but,
Madam, men think themfelves at liberty to deal
as they pleafe with a woman thar has Iofk
her credir, particuls,.rly fuch as are of George's
charaéer.

Lady Wirny. T was fadly deceived in him ; I
was quite fure there could not be an honefter
gentleman.

Mrs. dfable. Could you think fo my dear?

‘Every man that attempts to feduce a woman from
her duty is a deceicful villain, and no more to bé
trufted, than a high-way-robber, Tell me; my
dear, what is moft valuable to us, our fortunes,
our lives, or the grace of God and a clear reputa-
tion ? :

Lady Witty. The two laft wicthout doubt ; and
Iam fully perfuaded, that whoever would attempt
to deprive me of innocence and credit muft be
wickeder, than one that robs me of money or
even life.

Mifs Zina. I muft own T was greatly affefed
with the conftancy and charity of the poor gen-
tlewoman with the cancer. How many necefli~
rous creatures have fallen into defpair and rujn for
want of fuch friendly comforters !

Mrs. Affable. Very well judged, my dear; Dut
I muft repeat what I have faid before ; fuch adts
of charity are not to be undertaken by perfons of
your age ; they would be dangerous. The time
will come that you may follow the impulfe of
your zeal in this refpett ; mean while, if you

thould
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fhould be in a condition to difpofe of fome money,
the greateft chariry will be to prevent poor
young women falling’ under this extreme mif-
Yortune. Many brought up to- no bufinefs and
defticute of a Tivelihood are expofed to the
Tame danger with fidelia. Alas! a very {mall
disburfement would enable them to geta fub-
filtance, by learning work. How great is the
pleafure to be confcions, that you have puta live-
Tihood into the hands of a deferving young wo-
man, and perhaps preferved her virtue by this
{mall, but feafonable relief ! I am acquainted
with a merchant, who about half a year fince,
was concerned in a charity of this nature ; the
young woman’s friends, whom he had refcued
From ruin; fent a letter of thanks laft week, and
at the fame time acquainted him, that the be-
haved very modeftiy, and decently. The good
man burft into tears of joy, whilit he read the
Yetter, far from regretting the few guineas he
had laid out on that account. We muft parr,
Jadjes, for the prefent; we thall meet again by

and by.

DIA
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Mrs. AFFaBtLE.

- ISS Milly, give us the beginning of ' the
bhiftory of E/ther, ' e s

Mifs Molly. There was'a king ‘ofl Affria’; his
name was. dhafuerus and liis queen was' called
Vofihi. At a time, that the king gave a magnifi-
€ent entertainment to- the grandees. of the-court,
he fent his chamberlains to defire the queen would
come to the banquetting hall. ' The queen re-
fofed ir, as being contiary roithe cuftern of the
country. The king ‘was: axtremely intenfed 2
upon which his great princes addrefied the king,
Sire, faid they, if the!quedmis fuffered'to 'go tn-
punithed, cur wives will follow! the pernicious
cxample, and refufe the obedience they owe to
their hufbands. The king' difmiffed’ his confore,
but as he fotind, that he could not f5 cafily forget
her, the moft beautiful among the young ‘women'
were fought out in all parts, to Le prefented to
the king, for his choice of another queen. :
The Feaws at that time ‘were in captivity
among the A rians'; and among'them was 2
Fexww by name Mordecaiy, who feared God
and faithfully obferved his boly Jaw. He had a
nicce, who was called Ejiher 5 fhe was extremely
beautiful, and put into the number of the'you’ng
women: who were to appear before Al ajuer us.
The king was charmed with the firiking beauty
of Efher ; he fcarce caff an eye on the others,
but immediately declared his choice of her, to
t Yoz, IIL. F fuc-
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fucceed the difgraced Vafhi. Now we have Efber
on the throne ; but fke was not dazzled with her
exalted ftate ; in the midft of grandeur fhe
fighed and grieved, that the temple of Ferufalem
Jay yet in ruins ; for you remember, thar the or-
ders, which Cyrus gave for rebuilding the temple,
Wwere not put in execution.

Akafuerus had a favorite minifter;, a moft mali-
cious man, who was known by the name of Ha-
man. Al the difpofitions to mifchief centred in
this unhappy man, but pride was his predomi-
nant paflion.  dbafucrus, who was to a degree of
blindrefs prevented in his favour, had iflued a
decree, by which all his fubjelts were ordered to
fall proftrate on the ground in Haman's prefence.
All complied with the new decree, except
Mordecai who would only pay that honour to
God, He was daily at the palace-gate, covered
with fack-cloth and athes, and neither bowed nor
reverenced Hawan, when he came to, or went
from court. T he favorite minifter, who was not
apprifed - of Mordecai’s being the queen’s uncle,
was highly provoked and much dejetted ; his wife
and his creatures inquired, and asked him the
gaufe of his trouble, heanfwered, that Morde-
ca’s obftinacy in refufing to conform to the others
in the refpect, which the king had commanded his
fubje&ts to thew him, was the occafion of his in-

vistude. You are much in the wrong, his friends
replied, to be under any coacern for this act of
contempt from a fingle Eerfon, when all 4fpria
joins in paying you the honours commanded by
the king’s decree. I would have you to know,
Haman replied, that T am lefs pleafed with the
fhionours paid me by all the Afjrians, than Tam
?;oyolaed by the {corn of this-one man, and t?}at&

. 14
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Thall never be eafy, till I have been the ruin of
him. 3

Mrs. dfable. We havehere a lively reprefentati-
onof an ambitious mind, and of all, who are under
the flavery of a violent paflion. The leaft trifle
palls their pleafure, and the fame trifle is alw:.ays ‘
an their way. I told you nct long fince, ladies,
that with the grace of God we may moderate our
defires, but that in this world we cannot arrive
at full contentment and fatisfaction, Go on, lady
Charlotte. :

(L ady GlertottesMorducirivmwas mot to bo forgiven
by Haman, who was refolved to bring Lim to the
gallows.  To this end, Haman rofe carly in the
morning and waited upon the king, to obtain his
leave for hanging this Fezw ; butas no one could
then be admitted to the prefence, he was obliged
to wait in the antichamber.

A’ confpiracy had been formed fome time be-
fore againft the life of the king 5 Mordecai had
difcovered the plot; but as good aftions are ea-

Aily forgot at court, particularly fuch as are done
by perlons, who have no friends or protettors
there, Mordecai’s important fervice had hitherto
been unrewarded. By a fpecial providence of
God,  dbafucrus could take no reft the night,
that  Haman refolved  to deltroy  Mordecas.
‘The night proving very tedious, Abafue-
745 ordered one of ‘the officers jn waiting to
read the journal, where the moft memorable
events were written, as they happened. When
the reader came to the conlpiracy, the king in-

terrupted him, and asked what recompenfe had

been given to the difcoverer, None, O king, the
officer anfwered ; and he appears every day at the
palace-gate in a moft defpicable condition”  This

15 yery unjuft, the king replied ; is any body in

‘ F 2 the
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the arms of her maids. . The king, alarmed
with the danger, came in hafte: from the throne
and held out the golden  feepter in his hand s
Bjiher drew near and touched the top of the ftep-
ter with reverence. The queen recovered of the
twoon, and begged of Abafuerus to come to a
banquet the had prepared for him thatday, and to-
bring Haman with- him, if it was agreeable to
him. ‘The invitation was repeated to the king to:
honenr the banquet with his prefence the day
following, and if he approved of ir, with the
company. of Haman a fecond time. At this fe-
cond feaft, when the king and his minifter came
in to the queen’s apartment, Efber fell at Aba-
Suerus's feet and begged her life, and that of alk
the Jews in his dominions. The king did not
underftand the meaning; he knew not that Efiber
was a 7ew. ‘The king was ftruck with the infor-
mation ; he ffept into the palace garden, where
he walked and took feveral.turns very penfive. In
the mean time Haman, terrified with the immi-
nent danger he was in, begged the queen’s inte-
reft in his behalf, and fell upon the couch, where
the queen lay. The king returned, and was afraid
that an infulc had been offered to Efber ; he broke
out into a moft violent fit of paflion, and ordered
Haman to becarried off, and difpatchedim mediately 5
but one of Abajuerus’s chamberlains informing the
king, that he had prepared a gallows fifty cubits
high, to hang up the faithful Mordecai, Hang Fim
thereon, faid the king, which was punttually exe-
curted.

Lady Witty. Fr is palt my underftanding, that
H.man thould have the daring infolence to think
of deftroying Mordecai, after what had paft ? He
muft be fure, that the king would be highly exaf~

perated, wheneyer the account came to him.
~ - Mrs.
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Mrs. 4ffable. That is very good indeed! [To
you think. my dear, that all kings have eyes?
No; many never {ce any thing befides what fuavo-
rices will thew chem. They are often waited
upon only by pitiful flives; no one dares to be
under the lath of thofe petty tyrants, who neicher
ferve their fovereigns, nor are concerned for the
advantage of the {ubject.

Lady Clarioize. And he that put the king in
mind of the gallows got ready by Haman was
he his enemy? Facgy

Mrs. Ajfable. *Tis ten to one, that he had prof-
trated before Haman an hour before and made
him a tender of all the fervice in his power. You
don’t know, ladies, what kind of a country the
court is ; there many kifs the hands they with tg
fee cut off: If 2 man be in favour, he receives
incenfe and praife from all hands; but let the fa~"
vorite fall into difgrace, he is avoided like an in-
fetted perfon, and his profeffed fiiends, if they
offer no indignity to the departed favorite, think
they at a genercus and honorable part. '

Mifs Raral. A ftrange councry indeed ! were I
obliged to live there, I could never be brought to
alt or fpe:k againft my own thoughts. o

Mrs. gfable. At leatt, I hope, you would not
but you would find greater difficalties than, you
imagine. The air breathed at court is ccnta-
gious ; and it is very hard to efcape being in-
felted ; ’tis however poffible.  Sometimes there
are perfons of unblemithed worth in courts,’
but they are a fort of Phenomenon they have
not the honour of pleafing much, but they are
fure to be more efteemed.”

Lady Mary. Pray, Mrs. Affable, what is a Phe-
nomengn 2 : s

i

F 4 Mrs,
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Mes. Jguble.. A Phenomenon is an appearance,
tho’ not fo common, yet natural and fubjeét to
the inquiries of Philofophers, a comet, an eclipfe,
the elettricity or any thing that cannot be fo eafily
reconciled with the laws of nature. .

Lady Mary. Tam jult as wite as 1 was Lefore,
I am no ftranger to eclipfes, butas to comers and
Ele&ricity, they have never come in my way be- -
fore. , :

Mrs. 4fable. In truth, my dear, I cannot be
fure, that I can give you an exa& definition of
thefe particulars. I know whar a comer is, bur
not fufficiently to give you a clear account of it
vult me till tomorrow for farther fadsfaction on
this point ; and you thall know what I haye learn-
ed ia thar r.egarcg.

Lady Wity. There is one thing pleafes me
greatly, and I hope to be the better for it. When
T'have the flighteft idea of any thing, I talk as
confidently on that fubje®, as'if I had a great ex-
tent of knowledge, particularly when I am in
company-with perfons,whom I {fufpe& to be more
ignorant than I am ; L am very unwilling to own
my ignorance, when queftions are put to me about
ditferent matters. And you, that know infinitely
more than I do, are pleafed to fay very candidly.
This I don’t know or I have but an imperfett
knowledge of it. How have you contrived to be
free {rom vanity ? I am fure of this, that vanity
and pride puts me upon talking well or ill wpon
all fubjelts.

- Mrs. 4ffable. To the contrary this thews more
pride on my fide than yours. Nothing can mor-
tify felf-love more, than to hear it faid, that
fuch a perfon has very little judgment ; the talks
of all matters, and moft of her difcourfe is
upon fubjelts fhe does not at all underftand.
45 . They

-



Bl A B .CG U B XXTY. 29

Fhey will not fay fo before me, I know. very
well, but they will not think the lefs fo, and it 1s
much the fame. This fhews, that your prattle and
smy filence are from the fame caufe, from pride

-and felf love; and, all things confidered, the
-pride on my fide will be greater and more circum-
Apect than yours. Moreover, there are two forts
of knowledge, and confequently, to anfwer thefg,
two forts of ignorance. The firft fcience or
‘knowledge takes in all that is neceflary or futable
o our condition. ' In thefe particulars ’cis very
fhameful to be ignorant. The other is what I
-may call ornamental knowledge; it is very
agreeable, but at the fame time it is no fhame
to be without this accamplithment. If it was
in my power, I would pofiefs all languages, the
whole compafs of mathematics; and yer, I am
ot athamed of not underftanding Hebrew, Aftro-
momy and an infinity of other fine things, to
which I fhall always continue a ftranger, where-
as fhould I not know to vead and write, 1 fhould
die for mere thame ; as it would be naturally fup=
poled, that I had mafters to teach me what was
futable to my condition ; and the ignorance
of thefe things would enly fhew, that I muft
needs have been a flochful lazy girl that would
not apply mylfelf when I was young.

Not very long ago an oflicer, no youth,
asked in company, whether the way to England
by land was not through Holland. Old ignorance
did not know that Great-Britain was an Ifland:
The company laughed at him and not without
reafon ; for Geography is a fcience abfolutely ne-
eeflary for officers, and without which they are
not in a capacity to acquit themielves of the
duties required of them by their employs.

] Fs Lady
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- Lady Sincere. Will you' tell me, Mrs. 4fubls,
what is neceffary to. be known. by a. young lady
of birth. .

Mrs. dfable. You have put a very profer and
fenfible quefiion, Lady Simcere, and I anfwer
it. Firft, the muft read extremely well ; the muft
write clearly, without blots, and correftly, that is:
her hand muft be legible, and the writing tree
and well fpelt. Nothing isfo mean and.low bred,
as failing in thefe two articles of writing and
reading. There came to a town, where I was, a-
lady who put herfclf off for a perfon of great
quality ; the was believed to be fo by all but mye.
felf. After fome ume ivappeared, that I was not
miftaken.. Can you guefs how ILdifcovered, that
fhe was meanly born ? She read moft wretchedly
and.wrote {oill,. that.the could hardly. write her
name. On the other hand it has frequently
happened. where I was not known, that people
would of neceflity have it, that I was a perfon of
diftinction. I cften told them, but to no purpols,.
*that they were miftaken; they could not believe
me ; I was, they thought,. too well brought up.
tor a perfon of low raik.

Mifs Be/la. Why ! are not you a Gentlewoman;.
h’i-rs.» /{ﬂd&."’f.

Mrs. Affable. Notl indeed, my dear; I am by
kivth  a commoner; ‘my father was what we call:
n France a merchant, not one of your wealthy
Kondon merchants, who go in their coachesand
with as much ftate as Lords, but an honett fhop-
keeper ; he lived comfortably and -had wherewith.
to provide me a handfome education.

Lady Lucy. This is the firft time that F have
heard a foreigner difclaim being defcended from a
great family.. ¥ have had. feveral governefless
they all had a pedigree ready to proye their noble

EXTLAC~
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extralion; and, if I'could form a judgment from
their ignerance, they were mean low-bred crea~
tures. ' : :

- Mrs. Afatle. T mufk repeat here what we have
had frequently before. . Nobility is an advantage,’
for it is fuppofed to have been the recompenfe of
worthy attions.  What nobility is of another ori-
gin is of no value; but tho” I refpett much the
former, yet I only do fo, where the {entiiments and
virtues of worthy anceftors have patled wich:
their titles to their defcendants ~ And, whatever
refpet is due toancient families, [am fill of opini-
on, that it is far more glorious to be the firlt nobie:
perfon. and the founder of nobility in a family,
and, if we capnot rife to it, to deferve at lealt to
be made noble. Let us now go on and {ee what
other accomplithments it becomes a gentlewoman
to acquire. 2.4 ~ i

A young gentlewoman fhould know her” mo~
ther-tongue groundedly and by rule, that fhe
may {peak well. She muft learn to come hand-
fomely into a room, and, as the comes in, to
pay her refpeéts in a proper manner to the com-
pany ; the'muft have a dancing mafter fonre tine”
for this purpofe. She ought to underftand Geo-"
graphy and have at leaflt a general idea of hiftory,,
and know how to indite a letter. I cannor ex~
cufe any young lady’s ignorance of diefe ar-
ticles. © I muft add the French language, which
is- abfolutely neceffary being now the language-
of all the Courts. T am daily in company with
ladies of a certain age, whoare extremely mor- -
tiffed with their want of French, as they are
often. obliged to fee foreigners of feveral na-
tions, who all-talk French. '

Befides thefe there are: other fciences T would
zesomumend: o young ladies, as mulic, defign or

i L0 the
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the art of drawing, as alfo what relates to ladies
{mall work of hand. No precaytions can be too
great againft difgult, uneafinefs of mind and
floth, which occafion the greateft misfortunes of
our fex. , :

" Pleafe to obferve, ladies, that thefe are only
agreeable and convenient accomplifhments. There
are others more eflential. As 2 chriftian you
muft frudy religion and know it groundedly ;
as ycu are defigned to be mothers and heads.
of tamilics, you are to learn ogconomy, the man-
ner of governing your houle and educating your.
children.

Lady Luifa fmiling. One eflential thing you,
have left our abfolutely neceffary to ladies, and
which takes up a great deal of their time. . This,
is the ncble fcience of playing at cards, for
want of which they frequently lofe their money.

- Mrs. dfable. It is certainly an important ar-
ticle; but I would not advife young ladies that
. have 3 great value for to ipend much time
in this fort of ftudy.

- Mifs Frivolous. ¥ muft own, Mrs. Afable, 1 loye.
cards extravagantly ; and it would be the greateft
treudle to me to forbear a diverfion thar is
grown fo general. No, F muft abfplutely learn
to underftand gaming, or, as lady Louifa oblerves.

~very well, § am fure to lofe all my money.
Mrs, dffable. Now ladies, 1 confefs my weak-
nefs, Ilove gaming, and I have been the better
for it, when f havefallen into company, who un-
derftood lirtle of the matier. I have played every.
day of my life fome hours ; I have not indeed
had anmy very particular application to the nicety
of play; and yet I could veature a wager; that
I'have never loft two guineas, fince I knew
what 3 card Wass 3
Lady
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‘Eady Lowifa. You always win, 1 fappofe.

Mrs. Affable. Were that the cafe, - would never
play. - Oh! it would tive me to death.

- Lady Lousfa. That is beyond my comprehen-
fron. I am ever Pleaiéd, when I win ; if the
cards have a great run againft me, I camnot
forbear fome motions of difpleafure. o
. Mrs. Affable. In this pardicular all the world is.
like you, dear lady. If pins only were at ftake,
to lofe conftantly is provoking. Now I ask yous
put the cafe, you and I played together, and I al-
ways won, would that put you out of temper ?
Lady Louifa. Undoubtedly, but you that won
muft be greatly delighted.

Mrs. 4ffable. You muft fuppofe then, my dear,
that I have a very fmall thare of humanity ; why ?
can you think that I can take pleafure in what
gives {o much concern to others ? that would be,
barbarous indeed. Tho' we played only for
pins, I muft not with to he pleafed at fo cruel a,
rate. ‘
- Lady Lowifa. The refle&ion you make is very
juft, and bitherto. has efcaped me. Barbarity at-
tends gameflers, makes them hard-hearted, and.
as they are only pleafed in proportion as others,
are difpleafed, that article only i1s fufficient for.
me to be difgufted with all game. But Mrs.
Afable, how came you, who had made this re-
flettion, to go on playing ? '

Mrs. Affable. Before I anfwer the queflion,,
permit me to make fome farther remarks. We
fuppofed pins to be the ftake; in this {uppo-
ficion pride puts us out of temper; but if, which
i§ Very common, we play for confiderable fumsg,,
or fums at leatt, which it would be Very im=
sonvenicnt £or us to lofe; if we loft copffantly

e therg
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there  would, you will allow, be fome grounds
for being out of humour. Would nor there ?

Lady Lov:fa. When we cannot bear the lofs:
without frecting, the only way is not to play at
all ; that would not be fuch a great hardthip. If
Fhave ill luck, when I am growna woman, I
vow, [ never will_meddle ‘more. with cards ; I
that cale, play, inftead of being a paftime, would,,
at lealt with me, caufe a grear deal of bad’
blood. :

‘Mifs Sopby. Bur, Madam, no-body plays with-
out hopes of winning.

Mrs. Affable. Give me your attention ladies.
It is certain that ladies, who play for confiderable:
fums, co.r.mit very great faults, which I will now
pnmculauzp It is a thing of the laft impor--
tance, as the paﬂ:on of gaming 1s become uni-
verial You fit down to a ca.rdmfr table, either-
in hopes of gaining or out of complaxiance to the-
company. F the firlt motive makes you play,.
it is barbarous; your intention is to divert your-:
feIf with the trouble and uneafinefs of others,
and not only that, with their unhappy circum-
ftances. The ]ady you have ftript of her money:
with fo much plecafare, might want that fum to-
fatisfy the demands of unfortunate trade{men,.
who have long waited to- receive their juft debts.
for- the fubfittance of their families. You deprive
her farcher of a thoufand fmall eonveniences fhe-
will be very forry to want. ¥ou take from her
a fum, which could fhe fpare ic, the oug'nt to have;
given to the poor. You will'be the occafion of
Ber venturing the next day farther fums to re-:
cover her Ioiffs, when perhaps the may lofe a:

reat deal more and be forced to run the risk
of her husband’s difpleafgre by pawning or fell~

J e T ing
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ing her jewels, or which is greatly worfe, fhe
may be difpofed to liften to-a kibera} lover, who
will offer her money to redecm her jewels, and
to conceal her debts from her hushand.

Lady Louifa. That is not my faule ; I dont coni-
cern myfelf about her money ; I play purely to
eblige the company. Would not this be & fuffi~
cienc anfwer, Mrs. Afable 2

Mrs. dfable. No, my dear ; it is cruelto take
an advantage of her foible to leave her bare of
money ;-itis quite low and unworthy, but her
moaey you don’t mind; you only play out of
complaifance ;- for naturally fpeaking, you grow
uneafy with playing. And if this weak perfon
thould borrow your penknife to cut her own
throat, would you be under any obligation to
lend it ? You play out of complaifance ; gam-
ing is no paftime, does not amufe you ; you:
muft be a flave to your complailance, which
brings you to do evil without pleafure, and with
repugnance. For you expofe yourfelf to all
rhefe’inconvéniencies,.‘if you lofe. Don’t pretend.
you may do it, becaufe you are rich; that overs
plus, if I may callit, is not yours ; it is the fubfa
tance of the poor: You rob them of that mo-
ney, and youw muft give a very rigorous account”
of that money {0'ill beflowed.

Lady Louifu. Did not you aflure us, that we:
were allowed genteel diverfions, nay, thatit was.
2 duty to take fome diverfion ? Cannot I, in con-
feience, fpend part of that money, which is my
own, for this ufe ? ;

Mrs. dffatle. Pray mind, ladies; T am not
for fo fevere morals ; undoubtedly you may, with
a fafe confcience, fpend fome money in proper:
diyerfions ; byvif you game very:Ligh, we Haye

5 Tt : thewn
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dhewn it to be no proper diverfion ; if you diflike
play, it is no diverfion. :

. Lady Lug. I am inticely of your mind, MTrs.
Affable, but, for all that, Ta& quite contrary ;
‘when I am engaged with Jadies, who play high,
and Tam invited to make up a party, muft I dif-
appoirt them for want of complaifance ?

Mrs. dffable. You cerrainly muft, Complai

dance may be carried too far. Bur begin upon
‘this bottom, they  will foon be accuftomed to
-your way. . Fixa trifle to play for; thofe, who
‘are only for 4 pattime, will be charmed to be of
the fame party with yous; and let me tell you,
that f{everal ladies only wait an example being
given to follow it willingly. I know, thofk, who
make a thameful trade " of ply, will nor be
pleafed.  They will ridicule you, and tell you,
that you are good for nothing in fociety. But
what fignifies all thefe empty fpeeches ? One muft
be as filly, as they that make them, to mind thejr
outcry. :

. Lady Louifa. But allowing all this, I come
back to the old queftion, how can Mrs. Affable
play every day ? , '
. Mrs. dffable. This is my anfwer. T look uporn
play as a relaxation ; and therefore I make it no
ftudy, I am not for fitting at.cards without dars
ing to look off chem. Thatis not play, buthard
work. That I may be diverted with play, I chufe
to be at liberty of talking and laughing. Youw
mufl thunk, I play-for very little ; no one cares
to laugh, when they lofe ‘a great deal; necither
1s it handfome to laugh, where others lofe great
fums. Hence I never Play any games of hazard,
and only venture a bagatelle at games of skill.

Aand I haye kept to this method very conftantly Lj
b i 21



PIALOGUE . XXIV. 137

all.endeavours to the contrary, though very pref-
fing and many, have proved ineffe¢tual ; my an-
fwer has always been, when ¥ have been teized
upon this account.. You are fine players; you
would lofe your ears {ooner than your temper;
I am a very poor gamefter, and will avoid all
cccalions of looking four forlofing much money.
Jetting in this manner, and putting the jeft up-
on mylfelf, I have given no offence to any perfon,
and found a way to keep the purpofe I made.
. Lady Lacy. Well, 1 make a very firm one, of
following your example. If the great players
will have me make up a party, they mult be fo
kind as to come down to me; for.I am abfolutely
determined never to rife to their high gaming.

Lady Senfible. You faid, that pride and felf-
love, ware the caufes of ourdifpleafure, when we
loft at a fmall game. . If you pleafe to explain i,
I- fhall be obliged 'to” Mrs. Affable. 1 always
thought intereft was the caule of our uneafinefs;
at a high or low game. ' :

Mrs. Affable. Any lady or gentlewoman mufk
be very pitiful and covetousta be vexed with the
lofs of a few fhillings, and yet the moft gene=
fous find fome motion of refentment at the lofs
of thofe {hillings, though little valued ; felf-love
will always be uppermoft. If a walk is propofed,
every one pretends to be the beft walker, when
they ride out, all muft be the beft at leaping over
a dicch. If the converfation turn upon -drefs,
every ofne’s tafte is the beft and niceft, a piece of
{ilk is brought in ; the lady, that bas purchafed it,
would be taken by flanders by, for the maker, fo
fond fhe is of having the<defign, and the fhades
admired. If -game comes up,. one under-
ftands it much better than another, and the hearrl,

: wil
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will privately accufe chance of fa voring another to
our prejudice. To win is a fmall fuperiority of for-
tune and luck ; and we defire to outdo our ncigh-
bour in every thing, and every where, in grear
and little matters.

Lady Lucy. The heart, it muft be owned, is a
labyrinth, a maze full of turnings and windings,
where felf-love lss . fo artfully concealed, that
it is not to be difcovered withour extreme dif-
ficulty.

Lady Louifa. You bear a prodigious grudge,
madam, to poor felf-love. Mrs. Afable and you
feem to have made an agreement to perfecute it
together.  Mrs. 4fzble has no fooner fallen foul
upon it, but you take up the cudgels and will
have another tlow at it. Tam fomething more
complaifant, and for coming to a lictle compo=
fition in this matter.

Mrs. 4fuble. You don’t know felf-love tho.
roughly; were you to be intimately acquainted
with the paffion, fuch as it is in irs nature, you
would be ftruck with horror. .

Lady Lowifa. But what is there fo frightful in
felf-love ?

Mrs. Affuble. Self-love is inclined to evil, cruct
and barbarous, it feeds on the adverfities, the trou-
bles, and fufferings of others. :

Lady Louifz. T think I have a good fhare of
felf-love ; and I can affure you it has no refem-
blance to the portrait you have drawn. ;

Mrs.. 4fable. We have hit the mark. You
don’t know it; felfilove appears to you under an
agreeable difguife. Shall I prove that it makes
you barbarous and cruel ? :

- Lady Louifa. With all my heart ; but I am per-
fuaded you can never bring that abeut. AL :
I'S.
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Mrs. 4ffable. You have a great number of did~
monds ; you wear.them with pleafure. Examine
your heart clofely; try to find out the caufe 6f
this pleafure; does a cap of diamonds fit better to
your face, than a fet of flowers? You muft own,
that the former is attended with great inconveni-
encies, it is heavy to the head ; the danger of lo{-
ing fome ftones requires {fome fort of care, and
always caufes fome uneafinefs.

Lady Loxi/a.Iwillan{wer wich the utmoft fincert-
ty. No queltion is tobe made, but a flower, feather,
or fome fuch trifle anfwers, and looks better than
a diamend. Befides diamonds are very heavy, and
cannot be fixed properly without great difficulcy.
But many {mall-roll citizens daughters can af-
ford a flower, an aigrerte a feather, that cannot
go to the expence of diamonds.” A fet of dia-
monds diftinguithes me from them; and that is
what I like. I own this is felf.love, but, where
the mifchief and cruelcy lies, I don’t underftand.

Mrs. Affable. You don’t imagine, that thofe
girls are more void of felf-love than you are,
and that they are free from all defire of fuch
means, as may diftinguifh them from others.
Were diamonds as common as flowers, would
you ever wear any ? |

Lady Lowjz. I own I fhould not, for there
would be an end of all diftin&ion. ‘

Mrs. dffable. What do you mean by diftin@ion,
dear lady, but to be raifed above others, to ap-
pear, I may fay over their heads and to place
them at your feet ? The pleafure, you have in
being decked out with diamonds, arifes from the
difplcalure and uneafinefs of thofe, who cannot
purchafe fuch ornaments. You delight in making
a parade with them to mortify others, to ﬂz}ew

that
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learned many years fince; and before the date of
thefe difputes. I don’t think any of the ladies
will pretend to decide the point in queftion, but
remain fatisfied with knowing the fituation of
the places. '

A e e e o

DVALOGUE XXV,

fady Lovisa, Lady Lucy, Mifs Z1Na,
Mrs., A¥FaBLE.

Lady Lvc v.

LSS Friwolous defired me to make her

apology for coming fomething later to
day to our meeting; fhe is gonc a thopping with
alady of her acquaintance.

Mrs. Adfable. Why truly, this is a matter of
coniequence ; we muft begin withour her. But,
tell me, Ladies; I aminformed, that fhe is not
near fo giddy as formerly, and that fhe applies her
{elf very commendably. )
- Lady Lacy. *Tis really true, Mrs. Afable. She
has no harm in her: and indeed the public is to
blame for the feverity of their cenfures about
her bebaviour.

Mrs. dfable. You do her juftice, when you fay
that fhe has no harm in her; I pretend to know
her better than any body, and I know her to be
perfeltly modeft; fhe has a great fweetnefs of
temper and don’t want wit; but all this will not
: fecure
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fecure a good reputation.  Young ladies, who
have loft their mothers, muft be infinitely more
careful, than others to eftablith and fix a good
name. This care and precaution has efcaped the
thoughts of our poor friend. I really pity her
as fhe wants {o"much to be helped : ‘it is very
unfortunate, that the is linked with a parcel of
young girls, that furnith all the world wich dif-
courfe about their miftakes and unguarded flights.
Dear ladies, it will be the greateft of charides in
you to give her all poflible demonftrations of
the tendereft friendfhip, that the may be refcued
from that dangerous company. If we can fuc-
ceed, the will turn out a moft valuable perfon.
It is faid the will be married foon; I heartily wifh
her a fenfible perfon for her hufband; 'if he
knows how to manage her, he may bring her
to be as good a wife as he can with.

- Mifs Zina. I am fure, Mrs. Affable, 1 know a
young lady, who has the good luck of having
fixed her mind on a perfon of great worth ; they
are to be married in a fhort time; and he has
already found means to make a toral change in
her behaviour.

Mrs. dffable. The greateflt happinefs one can
ineet with in this ftace, is to fix upon a perfon
whofe chara&ter deferves efteem. = As foon as
one finds, that his difpofition engages him in the

- intereft of virtue, a defire to pleafe 2 man of
this charafter puts us upon our beflt endeavours
to correft our failings and to be wvirtuous. I
hope, my dear, you are quite fatisfied with Lord

's charatter. L

Mifs Zina. I am indeed, Mrs. Afable. He has

4 great idea and efteem of true virtue; and if
any thing is an obftacle 'from his fide to . the

practice
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prattice of it, it can only be his age; for he
1S very young,

Mrs, Afable. If Mils Friwolous were in the way,
I thould think it a defe&, fhe wants a husband
of a fixt and fercled charatter, and qualified to.
guide her wich pradence, and without creating
any fufpicion. Heaven has favoured you with
a right underflanding, and defigned you to form
the charalter of your husband. ' d

Mus Zina. How is that poflible; am not I on
the contrary to conform mine to his, and will nog
obedience be my chief and firft dury ?

Mrs. dfable. 1 would not for the world fay the
contrary ; obedience and complaifance are to gain
his heart.  This point once gained, you will lead
him to all the virtue you can wifh without his be-
ing aware of any defign on your fide. = When you
are got fo’ far, we fhall talk the matter over
more particularly. Go on lady Lxcy with your
diftribution of time and the performance of your
daily .altions. ,

. Lady Lagy. After dinner, T go up to drefs,. and
whilft this goes on, I endeavour to take up my.
time with fome good thought.  If I am to
make or receive any vifits, I fpend half a quar-
ter of an hour in prayer, that God will vouch-
fafe to preferve me by his holy grace from of-
fending bim in the company I fhill meet that
day. If it be my misfortune to fall in among
people, who allow themfelves too much liberty
of fpeech, I endeavour te banifh fuch thoughts
as I would do difiraltions, and God is plealed
to blefs me with fuccefs. It is true, that this
looks, as if 1 did not' mind the' converfation
that is going on; and this fome will bave ta
be pride, and others dulnefs; but in the main
: 18
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is- what'T am not greatly concerned about. If
they are upon fome childith talk, I offer up to
God the conftraint I am under to talk like the
reft. When charity is broken by the difcourfe”
of perfons about my age, I take the Iiberty
with all the refpeét imaginable to beg they
will call another caufe and a new fubje&t of
coriverfation. : _

Lady Louifa. How dare'you do fo'? Are not
you afraid of ‘offending the ladies ? (&
~ Lady Lucy. That happened only once.- A lady,.
to whom I reprefented how tender we muft be
in régard to our neighboar, faid I was a me-
thodift ; and that was all.  Ar other times I
have been amongft ladies, who L4 a good turn
of mind ; they " returned me thanks for the:
great care I had, not to give them any offence.
And {ometimes they have thanked me for the
occafion I offered them of refleting. on  what
they faid, becaufe it was mere inadvertency,
that threw them upon that topic:

Mifs Zina 1 come into that number. Our
neighbour is fo frequently the fubjet of converfa-
tion, that we detratt oftén before we think of It's
I'am particularly obliged to Jady Lucy, who has
been of great fervice and help towards my
correlting that defet. ' ‘

Mrs. Afable. Thefe are the particular advan-
tages of true and real friendfhip. FPriends put-
us in mind of the faults we are {ubje& to, but
then it is done with- kindnefs, true affe@ion and
with the beft good manners. Continue, dear
Iadies, and caltivate thofe fentiments,. which form;
the friendthip and value you have for one an-
other. Your mutual friendfhip will' prove a
fingular pleafure of life. But when perforts:
" Vo, L. G aboye:
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above your own rank detra& from their neigh-:
bour; do you find faule- with:them alfo, lady-
Lucy?

Mifs Ziza. I'can inform you,; Mrs- 4 fable, how:
lady Luey behaves: then; I have been in the.
occafion frequently ; the puts onfuchia cold and.
ferious look,. that. the company difcovers. very,
pleinly Jady Lucy's diffpleature, and how difagree-
able the {ubjelt-of the converfation is;. and if
her opinion is asked aboue the fufferer, thenever.
fails tofay all cthe good-the- can to his or her ad-
vantage. :

We weret'other day at a-lady’s, wherea young:
perfon very well known was, as we call 1t, -taken-
to pieces. She wastreprefented to be covetous,:
mifchievous, quarrelfome, and a thoufand other.
yhings were laid on ;. they did not charge. her.
with - want of virtue, to be fure;.for, faid they,
the is too-ugly to mifs it i that way, and, indeed,.
{he has never been in the occafion. You know,.
how backward, -lady Lacy is ;. fhe was far from.
i thar day, Laffure you. Every flory that was
brought in to confirm the bad - charalter of this.
young perfon was refuted by another,. which.
lady Zuev had ready te juftify her. At laft lady;
Aucy took her leave ; and the miftrefs of the houle

faid, this lady Lucy is a very warm fhiend ; did
not you obferve, how zeulouily fhe took Mifs
B———"s part; furely they are two intimates. I.
affure you, Madam, Ianfwered, that lady Lucy.
has never feen her. Friendfhip has no fhare in.
the zeal, that prompted her to-defend Mifs
1D—-——"5 charater;. 1t is mere charity ; the can--
not bear any thing thatisfaid to the difadvantage.
of another yland always has twenty {tories or more
to offer in behalf of the. ablent, :
‘That"
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“That muft be owned, faid the lady of the houfz,
t0-be a moft valuable part of a chara&er. I al-
ways took lady Lucy to be a very amiable young
perion, and now I take her to be a lady deferving
of the higheft efteem, -However the has given
‘us all our own; but in the main can we find fault ?
did not we {peak ill-of every body ?

‘Lady Lacy. But Mifsdoes not inform you, that
A am too often fubje&t to that fault and many
others; I muft not go on, but take care of humi-
Jity with a hook. Sometimes ‘I play and lofe,
I muft own, with regrer, for I have not hakf
the money I want for more effential concerns. I
vetire at-ten, and before [ go tc bed, I examine
my conftience, -I accufe ‘myfelf of my faults
in the prefence of his divine Majefty, I beg
pardon for -all offences, and to obtain it, I offar
up the merits of Jefus Chrift. Then 1 make fome
refolutions and good purpofes for -the next day,
and fo to bed.

Mrs. Afable. What takes up -your -thoughts,
my dear, whillt you are undrefling ? :

‘Lady Lucy. Sometimes one thing, {ometimes
another ; but generally, I think che day will come,
when I thall undrefs for ‘the laft time, and only
leave ‘my bed to be carried to the grave.

Lady Louifa. Don’t -this thought hinder your
fleep ?

Lady Lucy. Notat all, my dear, but gives room
Io many more gcod thoughts, which take me up
till T fleep. I have performed the task you
impofed, Mrs. Afable, and, I think, {poke enough
ef myfelf.

Lady Louifa. Give yourlelf no uneafinefs about
it, my dear; what you have faid, will not be 21n-
profitable; I have -already begun to imitate you

Yy
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in fome things, and I hope God will give me the
grace to foIlow yourexample in all the reft ; but
here 1s lady Friwvolous.

Mifs Friwoloxs. 1 beg pardon, Mrs. Afaéle for
coming o late; 4 lady, a friend of mine, defired
me to accompany “her te her mercer’s, Lord!
what rich things I have feen!

‘Ms. Afaéle. Might not you go on, and fay
Lord! how many have I withed for? How mi-
ferable have I been, with the thoughts of being
ftinted by my ti.ther and not havmg money fuf-
ficient to fatisfy my fancy in that relpect !

Mifs Frivolous. You might have guefled worfe,
Mrs. dffable 5 but I aflure you, 1 begm to find
fome benefic by your leflons. I -had all the -
thoughts you mention; but then the defire was
not by half {o violent, as it would have been laft
year ; the pafiion for drefs will wear qut at laft,
But, Mrs. dffable; 1 have a particular favour to
beg of you. My father dines here to day, pray
don’t tell-him, that I came very late, he will be
very angry with me, if youdo. -

Mrs. Affable. Why fhould he, my dear ? What
great matter In going to fee fome thops ? Is this
all 2 there will be, I fear; a:-great deal more to
excufe. :

Mifs Frivolus. That is not all , Mrs, dffable ; he
does not like T thould be in company with thae
Jady, who is however vefy prudent and difcrect.
{ love her much; and to-tell yqu the truth, I am
frequentlj, with her;-when 1 L,retend to vifit in
pther: places. :

Mrs. Afuble. That is very wrong, my dear,
¥ ou - are very undutiful in not obeying yeur fa-

a

the: [u’)cnn he gives no reafons, ».,)J he dit=
likes yonr tumm.ifgf that: lad 3, m may. have

Very
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very good ones.' But fuppofe, it is only his
fancy, you certainly ought to comply ; he muft,
if ever he thould difcover this, be troubled that
vou have fo little regard for him, and a thouland
‘circumftancas may concur to this difcovery ; your
woman, the fervants that attend you, and many
other accidents. '

Mifs Friwobus. I am fure of the fervants ; they
will never betray me whatever happens; and
when I have once told them what they are to
fay to my father, they ftand in it to the laft.

" Mrs. Affable. That's my thoughtlefs girl! ex-
cufe the harfh expreflion. Have you ever con-
fidered the confequences of this way of behav-
ke i s S

Mifs Friwolous. Pray, what harmis therein it,
my dear ? It is no matter of importance, they are
mere trifles which yourfelf would allow, and I
never imagined to be dangercus in the leaft. If
there'be a fault, truth indeed fuffers a little, buk
they are untruths to no one’s prejudice.

Mrs. Affable. Though there was nothing elfe,
that is bad enough. An untruth is an offence
of God ; that fuflices to make it odious ; but fet-
ting that afide, it is attended with moft pernici-
ous confequences ; if this come to your father’s
knowledge, he will never truft you; and this
may be of extreme prejudice to you. Moreover
you get a habit of deceiving thofe you'are ac=
quainted with, which may have wery fatal ef-
feéts in the caurfe of life. Put' me in mind of
telling - you 'a ftory, whichk T ”have taken from
the Zdwventarer ; T intend ic-for the benefit of my
young ladics, at our firlt general meeting; and
when you and I have an opportunity, 1 will be
more particalar on the inc¢onveniences of that
manper of i“.{'i";i'\/;i‘.‘g. Mils _
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" MHS Frivolus. Pray be o now, Mis. Affalle;
though it is fomething late, furely you may allow
ane a {mall quarter of an hour.

Mrs. dfable. 1 am very willing to do it, but
-upan condicion, that, without any reply, you fhall
€omply with what I require of you. :

- Miis Frivolows. That may be very difficult, but,
—notw-ithf’fanding, I' give you my word I will ; I
find; thac I fland in great.need of your advice,
and I am refolved to follow your diretions.

Mrs. 4fable. Nothingis more danzerous, than
being at liberty and in power to do mif-
chief. Yon tell me, all the fervants are in your
antereft, and that you can depend upon their fide-
lity. I know, that you try them only in matters,
of no confequence, bur you may ‘perbaps, {fome
day, defire to take a .trial in matters of more
weight and moment.  We cannot have too many
<hecks to keep us from evil, and, inftead of re-
moving them out of the way, we fhould rather
increafe the number of thofe obftacles to our be-
ang ruined. Ths dread of fervants coming to
xeveal altions, that we with to be kept fecre, is a
Yery proper curb;, but to prevent fervants and the
Jike baving it in their power to hurt us, we are
Xnder a neceflity of behaving ourfelves commend-
ably, at leaft, Llamelefly. You have broke thro?
-this reftraing, and it will be fo much the eafier
for you to commit a faule, if you fhould be fo
inclined.  Bur there is fill fomething more; the
dervants, upon whofe fecrecy you depend fo parti-
cularly, will think all:fuch obligations to be at an
nd, as foon as they quit their fervice; one of
them, you cannor have forgot it betray’d you
Jaft year, and, inflead of reprefenting matters as
they really were, made them worfe. They are

Aure
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fure to break in upen the refpe@ due to you as-
foon, as they perceive youare® fhort-of that dus
to your father ;. they will look upon you as-a liar,.
an untraable, deceirful young woman,  The
maid, whofe indefcretion gives you fuch concern,
will grow faucy and impertinent. She will ferve
you only as.fhe pleafes,. withour any.dread of a
reprimand, or lofing her place. There would be
no end, if | was to go through all the dangers
you- ftand. expofed to ;-but what I have faid is
enough to make you pafs over, and fet afide all:
confiderations whatever, that you may put your-
conduét upon a betcer footing.

Mifs Fiizvolous.- I muft own, I have nathing to-
objelt, with regard to whatyou fay. Fhave al-
ready had a fample of my maia’s pertnefs. She
talked to me yefterday at {fuch a bold rate, that I
could not forbear threatening her with being :
turned off.

Mrs 4ffable. You have promifed to follow my-
advice. I will put you now to the proof. I ab-
{olutely infit upon your declaring this very day’
to your father all the faults you have commirted:
in this kind. 150 agh ‘

Mifs Frizolus. Surely, you don’t think on what:
you fay j=my father’s feverity is fuch, that he-
will never forgive me.

Mrs. gffable. 1. know him better than you do, .
my dear ; on the contrary you will engage his
beart, and.all his affe€tionia your favour. This:
muft gainany man of worth; and thar, I know,
your father is.

Mils Friveloas. T'll-do it Mrts: Affable ; but if
my father is exceeding angry, I will come di--
retly hither, I tell you beforehand,

Mis,
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Mrs. 4 fable. 1tell you once more, my dear, E
take it upon myfelf. - Ithould not advife this ftep,
it I was not wellaffured, that it cannot any way;
turn to your prejudice. ' God will blefs yoar fol-
Jowing this advice ; offer your compliance to God
in fausfa&tion for all the untraths, you have been:
betrayed into by your paft condutt.

The End of the third Voruwg,.
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DIALOGUE XXVI '
- Mifs Friverous’s Father, Mrs. AsraBLE.

The FaTuer.

was informed, Madam, that you wanted to

fee me; and I am glad of the opportunity
to thank you for all the pains you take
with my daughter. What you have done to her
I don’t know, but ihe would willingly be with
you from morning till night. She'is a good
child, and-does not want wit. Am I miftaken,
Mrs. Afable ?

Mrs. Affable. No, indeed, Sir. She has, befides
the advantages of a charming perfon, an extreme
{weet' temper; and I Liave reafon to heps, that
you will always be very happy in your daughter.

The Father. 1 am very defirous of fettling her ;
4 handfome young woman, as fhe is of her per-
fon, leayes a parent expofed to great hazards,

- A2 whillk
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whillt the remains unfeccled; it is a heavy load
lies upon me, fix.children who want their mother.
My tour fons are not fo great a, concern ; but
the poor girls give me great uneafinefs; for, ‘in
reality, a man is very indifferently qualified to
Lring up young women. W

Mrs. djfuble. Why {o, Sir ? A father may be
a very proper guide to his daughters, if he act the
part of a friend, and more of a friend, than a pa-
rent, and gain their confidence by that means.

‘The Father. Very good indeed ! A fatler is the
very laft perfon, his daughter would chufe for
her confident. 'Tis in vain to be kind ; the filly
girls will make an ill ufe of the favours they re-
ceive from a parent, and that is all you get
and no way to arrive at their confilence.

Mrs. 4ffable. It is mot always the daughter's
faulr.

The Father. So, fo, Mrs. Afable ; you have a
mind to give me a leture. :

Mrs. Afable. 1 would receive one from you,
Sir, on any otherarticle. The experience of many
years, it is true, has given me lights on this head,
which are not eafily obtained by fpeculation ; and
the affeftion I have for your charining daugh-
ter induces me to communicate what I haye
learned to her father; you feem to think and
look upon a young lady’s making her father
her confident as a thing quite unheard ; if you
will give me your word of honour, to try only
once the merhod I fhall propofe, I will infure
tor you all Mifs Friwolus’s confiience. -

. The Father. 1f that be all, I give you my
‘word of honour ; and you may depend upon me.

Mrs. 4fjable. See however that you do it; it is
of the laft importance to the young lady; fhe
bas a very bad perfon abourt her, her maid ; fhe

comes
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comsas into, and gratifies all mifs’s fancies; thefe
indeed, have hitherto been very innocent; bur,
as thefe childith whims may make room far
othars of a mere dangerous natare, that temp-
tation thould be removed by putting the matd
away.

The Father. 1 am very willing, but don't think
that a very proper meafure to gain my daugh-
er’s confidence. You mu?® know, fhe dotes on
this woman ; and many tears ic'would coil, did I
offer to difcharge her maid.

Mrs. Afuble. 1 don’t intend you fhall be the
perfon to do it ; Mifs Friwolous fhall perfuade you
to it. I muft tell you a fecrer, wit h, if you
pleafe, I beg, may be kept very religivafly; all
wouald be over, if Mils came to fufpelt our Correl

-pondence.  You have forbid her {eeing Mifs
-and for very good reafons ; the is a giddy-headed
creature, and only fit to {poil your daughter. You
thought the obferved your orders, and you have
‘been deceived every day. Her maid, the coach-
man and footman, are in a league, to impofe
upon you. I have made Mifs quite fenfible of
the confequences, which may be expefted from
fuch behaviour ; and have prevailed upon her to
niake a candid declaration to you of the faulrs
the has committed in this particular. Now Mifs’s
future gocd carriage to her father will depend
upon your manner and way of receiving this
confidence. ]

‘The Father. Faith, Mrs. Affable, you are tharp-
er, than I am ; 1 guefs whereabouts you are ; go
on; you will find me a very traftable {cholar.

Mos. Zfable. You are welcome, Sir, tolaugh
at me; but keep your word. When Mifs makes
this confeflion, you muft, I beg it of you, not
fhew any refentment. On the contrary you fhall

Az embrage’
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/
embrace her, and commend her fincerity. Thern
lay before her the motives you had to forbid
“her feeing that acquaintance of hers, and affure
“her, that youa will not require any thing more of
her, before you have fatisfied her, that it is both
reafonable and neceflary. Defire her to look
‘upon you as the beft friend fhe has, and who
withes her beft. Intreat her to let you know
“with confidence what the likes or diflikes, her in-
clinations and averfions and that you do not defign
to rule with a high hand or whim. Acquaint her
with. the trouble and anxiety you find in lioufe-
keeping 5 and that you only fubisit to the difficulry
for her fale, and your other children’s ; and that
your tenderneis and aftetion has been the fole
eaufe of your not entering upon 4 fecond n:arriage.,
Tell her, that the mult take up her mother’s place 5
and that you propole to yourfelf the fatisfaétion
aud pleafure of finding in her an afliftant, a com-
forter and a faithful advifer in things that re-
~late to domeftic affairs. In fine . . . . thall I
fay all, Sir, have not I exceeded already ? ,
The Father. Not in the leaft, Madam; nothing
can be more prudent than the advice you have
given me. I beg you will go on. :
Mrs. Affable. I will, fince you are fo good
as to allow it. You have a very great love
for your younger davghter, who I dare fay,
deferves it; but the preference you give heraloye
her elder fifter is fomething too glaring: ,
The Father. 1 underftand you, and I honeftly
“own my.fault in that refpeét.  And yet I really
think, if the elder would behave {6 as ro pleate
me, I fhould love heras much as I do the young-
er. She is very good humoured, but for ail thar,
the is not the more traltable, and has given me
many a melancholy hour, I hope fhe will make
me
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me amends ; at leaft nothing fhall be wanting on'
my fide, and I thall owe the happy change to’
Mors. Afab/e. G—d--b-2we-y. Madam. I muft¥
never forget this important picce of fervice.
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DIALOGUE 'XXVIIL
Mifs FrivoLous érﬁiara&ing Mrs: AFFABLE.

H! dear Mrs, /Ifaéle How greatly I am
obliged to you' but for you, T was entirely
ruined in my father’s favour ; but let me give an
account of this happy turn to the ladies; it
will be a beneficial leflon to theni.
Mrs. Affable. You are at liberty, my dear, to’
- do as you thall think proper. : ‘
Mifs Frivolous.- To begin, ladies, I muft firft
harge myfelf with very great faults, I had a
fnend whom: my father laid me under an injunc-
“tion neverto fee. I am now convinced he had‘
great reafon for what he did; but before,-
thought it very unjuft; and o did not obey hs
orders. I continued vifiting this lady unknown
to my father, and at the expence of a thoufand
lies, over and above thofe, which came to the
account of the {fervants, who' only told him
what I pleafed. My maid encouraged my un-
dutifulnels and urged chat a young perfon of
eighteen was not to be governed like a child. I
was fitly enough to believe fhe loved me, fince
ibe flatcered my: inclination ; and indeed fhe had
all my conhdence But fhe abufed -this inci-
macy to fuch a de egree, that I couid not bear
A 4 her
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her infolence any longer; but I durft not fpeak to
her as: ihe deferved, for fear of a thoufand little
things coming ‘to'my fathers ears, which I was
very defirous to keep from him. Mrs. Afable,
being informed of this, convinced me that 1 was
highly to blame, and infited upon my laying the
wirole of my condu@ before my father. This
caft me into fuch frights and terrocs as a moft
dreadful thing to me, {o that the night before Jaft
¥ never flept a wink. However I took a firm re-
folution ; Yelterday morning I went up to my
father’s chamber ; I threw myfelf at his feet,
and declared all particulars. I made no doube of
~his breaking out into an excefs of paffion ; no,
- not at ally he raifed me from the groend, he em-
« braced mein the mo@ affe@ionars manner, {poke
- wirth all pofiible kindnefs, and nfed me more like'
a friend than his davghter. 1 wept for fear, when
I came in, and now the tears fowed in abundance,
sor having difobeyed fo good a parent ;and I pro-
miied, that for the furure I fhould think it an of-
fence ta conceal any thought from him; and- I
amn fully refolved to'k ep my promile.

I was pleafed beyond thought after this, and
went out with an aunt of mine, till dinner time,
Whilt I was abfene, my unhappy maid, to be
revenged of me, for chiding her tother day, went
to my father, and not only declared all I had
done, but - fwelled the account with an infinity of
Les. Had nor [ prevented her, you fee, that I
muft have loft my father’s favour and good will
for ever. He faid nothing to her, but fent for
her after dinner.  He then took the occafion of
reproaching her, with her malice ; told her [ had
acquainted him with thofe particulars, and had
begged of him to turn her off, that fhe might
be punithed for the bad advice fhe had given

me,
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me. After this, he ordered her to go immedia-
tely, for that the fhould: not ftay a night in the
houfe. This was norall; my father tg thew, that
all refentment was at an end, took me to his mer-
cer and made me a prefent of a very handfome
~fuit of cloths. ¥ am fo affe®ed with his kind-
nefs, that I would lay down my life, rather than
offend him or keep any thing fecret from him
hercafter.

~ Mrs. Affable. Itis to me the greateft fatisfa&tion
to fee, thatexperience has fhewn you the great ad-
vantages of fincerity. Truth has refcued you
from danger, my dear; your father, 'tis cerain,
would never have placed any confidence in ‘you,
if he had received the informartion fiom your
maid. " Lady Serfi5/ has read a ftory in the A4-
wenturer, which is very well adapted to thew the
- faral effelts of lies and imprudence ; {ke s go-
ing to tell it, ladies. ;

Lady Sexfible. Charlotse and Mary, two young
ladies,” were brought up at the fame fchool,
Their perfonal qualities were near a'ike, ‘and their
rank equal ; but, Chardorse being an enly daughrer,
their fortunes were'not to be compared. When
they were taken from {*hool, they continued their
friendibip, and a day fiJdom pailed that they did
not fee one another. Chardorte had not been lorg
returned, when captain Freeman came to make bis
addrefles. He had inherited a moderate eftate
from his, father, which wich his commiffion
made ita pretey hand ome match ; but the great
wealth, which Cherlotse’s father could give in mare
rizge with his daughter, ftood in the way of the
Captain’s addrefles ;. the father defired him to frr-
tear farther vifits, and declared to his daughter,
that the muft think no more of the Captzin. ' Shke

! .
begoed and prayed, fhe wept, bur all to £h pur-

Alg pols,

1
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pofe ; and fhe was convinced that fhe mufl obey..
She determined to do {0y and the deep'melancholy

and trouble char was oblerved.in Charlotte perfuad--
ed the father 1t would be convenient to fend her for
a'time,. to {fome place at a diftance. He took her
to an aunt, about an hundred miles off London,.
who lived with her daughter, in. aivery folitary
Terrear. ,

Charlorte hiad ftaid half a year-at her aunt’s, and
was quite weary of her confinemeént; and as her
fancy for Freeman was more an effe&t of youth,.
than a real inclination, fhe foon forgot him, and
was difpleafed with herfelf for betraying an at--
tachment that had brought her to this difagree--
able folitude. Her father came about that time:
to {ee Charlotte, and brought with him an amiable
young gentleman, whom-he defigned for his {on-
in-law.: His name was. Fames ; his deceafed fa--
ther was a Baroner, to whofe title and large
eftate; he had jult fucceeded. A’s he was a. very
hand{ome perfon, of an agreeable behaviour and
one, who defired to pleafe, he met with no ob-
ftacle to his pretenfions, and the more as Chgr--
Jotre’s heart was free from all other impreflions ;
befides dhe was very defirous to return. again:to
town, and fhe loved her father, who {clicited her
_earneitly to accept the young Barener. Vanity had.
a fhare in the merit of her compliance. She was
flattered with the title of Lady; and all thefe con-
fidesations engaged her to marry Sir. Fames, for
whom the bad conccived much efteem and a cer-
tain liking, which though it could not be called:
love, yet iufficed to ground her hopes of being
very happy with hims; meeffet, be carried fo-band-
fomely to her, that he gained her heart; and wiell
pleafed fhe was, that fhe. had come into the match'.
projpofed by her father. S
Free-
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_ Freeman having heard,  that Charlotte was mar-
ried, found by the eale of his mind not affett-
ed with the news, that he was cured of the’
fort of paffion; which he once thought fhe had
infpired to him ;. and as he was refolved on Leing.
fettled; he cafthis eyestowards Mary, whom he
“had often feen-at Charlotte’s.- His addrefles were
well received, their marriage was foon conclud-
ed ; and, Mary being quite amiable, hié loved her
only and entirely, without any farther thought of
Clarlotte. T
Our new Lady came to town, and Mrs. Frees-
man, as {oon-as-{he heard- of her return, made
halte to pay ber a vifit. They renewed: cheir
former friendfhip ; the husbands came acquaint-
ed by this means, and were fuch friends, that the
four were infeparable companions. This good un-
_derftanding kept up for half a year, when the evil’
Apiric of jealouly ftept in to interrupt their friend-
thip. Sir Fames and Mrs. Freeman without commus-
nicating their thoughts to each other, had the fame"
fufpicion.  Poth looked upon the occafion as very
dangerous to their dear partners-; and they ima-
. gined there was room to fear that the former
love between my lady and the captain would re-
_vive, by the daily. opportunites of fecing each
cother.  Fach was rack’ with thefe tormenting
fufpicions ; the more fo, becaufe they knew 'them
to be yery unjut, My lady’s and Freeman’s be--
“haviour was {trictly frreproachable, and -fufficient:
to remove all uncafinefs, if jealouly was atdif=
order that could adinit any: cure from- reafon. -
All the ufe Sir Fames and Mrs. Freeman made of
thought, on this head, was to conceal their {enti- -
ments, wherein they were certainly wrong. The*
married {tate requires confidence, which had they”
nog:
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not wanted, they would have efcaped the great
misfortunes, which they (uffered afterwards.

. Sir Fames was obliged to go twelve miles out
of town, and told my lady he fhould not come
home till the nexr day. My lady went to her
friend’s to fpend the evening with Mrs Freeman,
who was alone, b'ecaufe her husband i'upped in
town ; and they fell to play at piquet. The time
rafled infenfibly withouat their taking any notice,
till Mr. Frecman came home, where they were in
the greateft furprife, that they bad play’d {o long.
Hy lady begged of her friend to fend for a chair 3

. burt the other told her, that as fhe was alone, fhe

might as well ftay and take a bit with her; day

_breuks very early, fhe {aid ; we may chat the re-

" mainder of the night, and your ladythip will get

- home early in the morning. The lady confented;
~at five o'clock in the morning a footman was fent

~out fora chair; none could be found, and the

fervant rerurned with a hackney coach,  Freeman

_thought it would not be ha-ndfom_c, to fet m

lady go alone in a dack at that unfeafonable hour,

_and offered to waic upon her home. She made

fome difficulty, but Mrs. Freeman, who was not

acall pleafed with the prosofal; was refolved to get
the better of her jealouly, awd told Mc. Freeman
that he was in the right ; but as my lady was ftill

Inach to leave her alone, Mrs Freeman aflured her,

. that fhe longed impatiently to {lzep, and would

g0 to bed diretly.

It was as fiie a marning as poflibly could be
fcen ; my lady tells Mr. Freeman, it was a fin to
g0 to fleep in fuch fing weather, and that it would
. be exrremely pleafant to walk in the park, which
_he might very well db,  without giving Mrs,
Freeman any uneafinefs, who very likely was then
fulk aflesp. ” He conlented ; burc as it was not [o

pro-
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propet (he fhould go alone with him to the park,
ihe defired to be taken to a relation of hers; and
the would heg the favour of her company to
take a turn about the patk. Freeman flaid in the
coach, my lady went up to her cofen, who ex-
culed herielf becaufe her brother was out of oxr-
‘'der, and defired her to breakfaft wicth her. She
accepted the invitation, and told Freeman fhe
would breakfaft with her cofen.

Freeman lefr her, and determined to take ‘a
walk by himfelf, fince his lady was gone to {leep.
My lady, who thought him gone home, after
fhe had got her breakfaft, was again for a walk,

and went to the park, where, to her great fux-
- prife, fhe found Freeman. They walked about
for an hour ; after this, Frecman w,ured upon her
to the door of a celebrated coffee-houfe, where
was a great namber of chairs, and, after kie'had
feen her in one, he retired.

Mean while, Sir Fames did not ftay the night
in the country, as he propofed,. and at his return,
wondered much, when he found my lady was not
at home. The fervants told him fhe was at
" Mrs. Freeman’s; bur he could not forbear fome
‘motion of jealoufy. He recovered however with
the thoughts, that Mrs. Freeman was as much in-
- terefted as he was, in' this matter, and went to
bed. All endeavours to fleep were uneffeCtual ;
it was four before he could clofe bis eyes. He
waked about eight, and hurried away to Mrs.
Freeman’s, who was as uneafy as 8$ir Fames ; and
‘ bis {ufpicions were aggravated, when he wasin-
formed by her, ‘that her husband, and my lady
went oat at five in the momihg. ‘He ftaid fomme
time, and knew not what to think, and during
the .interval in comes a phyfician, thar had jul it
been vifiting a cofen of Mis. Frzemar’s, his pati-

tens,
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tisnt. * You are not very ill off; he faid very mer=-

rily, with beinga widow; you are in very agree--

able company; and fo has your husband’; I {faw

him jult now, with a charming lady, at'the door

of .. ... coffec-houfe, where he handed her to
. @& chair.

- Every word,. fpoke by this indifcreet Do&or,.
ftruck Sirt Fames, and Mrs. Freeman to the heart ;.
and when he obferved the impreflion he had made
upon. her, to: mend the matter, he added very
gravely, . that the lady to be fure was no com-
mon woman, that fhe looked like a very modeft

perion, and a Jady of birth. To perfuade the
more,-he defcribed her; fo that it was impoflible
to miitake the lady:
When the Doétc_r'was_gnne, Sir Fames and:
Mrs. Freeman looked at each other, without {peak-
cing.a word; perhaps they would have laid open:
their uneafinefs, and trouble of mind; but the-
Caprain came in, and acquainted Sir Fazmes that he -
had left my lady at her cofen's, where fhe got
Lier breakfaft. = Sir Fames went out to be fatisfied -
about the truth, and Mus. Freeman acquainted
- the Captain with the account given by the Do&or.

- The Caprain, aware of the confequences, con-
. fefled o his fpoufe, all.thathad happened ; and ‘as-
truth has cerrain marks, which cannot be coun-
terfeited, fhe was convinced of his innocence, and -
my ladys ; fhe wrote in all hafte to' the 1aft, in-
forming her of the whole matter; but the letter-
. eame t00 late to’ hand. Sir Fames found by his -
cofen, that my lady left her in very good.time,
- and now he made no'doubt of her geing to fome -
place of 1ll repute; he retusns home in a fury; but
- he compofed himfelf, and asked his lady very
ealmly what fhe had done, from the time ‘he left -
her. My lady was in-great trouble, for not being:

AL’
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-at home when.he returned. Though every thing
was innocent in her behaviour, fhe plainly faw,
_that fhe had been imprudent, and that her con-
dudt was fubjeét to a much worfe conftrultion.
Upon this,. the refolved to conceal the truth, in.
part, and told: Sir Fames,. that the Captain had
- waited upon: her to her cofen’s, and that fhe
~ came home fromher houfe.. My lady was not
ufed.totell an uncruth; and her face, wich blufh-
ing, was allion a blaze; which confirmed Sir-
fum s’s  fulpicions: - He left her. abruptly,, and.
went to a famed tavern, where he wrote ‘to
Freeman, that he wanted to fpeak to him. Very
unluckily for Freeman, the note came to hand, and.
- he went immediately to the place appointed. « Sir
Fames fecing him, fo, faid he, very calmly, you
did not {ee my wife, after you left her, at hercao--
fen’s > What need of this queftion ? T thought my
firft anfwer, very {ufficient to be believed. No,,
perfidious- wretch faid Sir. Fames, drawing his-
iword, ftand upon your guard.. Freemar wanted -
to tell him the whole truth, .but Sir Fames was in
that excefs of rage, that-he would hear nothing, .
and the other found it neceffary to put himfelf
upon his-defence, which he did without fuccefs ; ,
and a mortal wound laid Freeman upon the floor:
The buftle and noife in the room, alarmed tize -
people: of the tavern ;. they cried out for help. A:
conftable came in the crowd,. ordered the door to
be forced open, and fecured Sir. Fames. | Freeman,
who found his end was very mear; defired to
fay. fomething in. private- to his friend.. Upen:
. this,. all- went out.and: the conffable:, ftaid at-
the door, on the outfide; to prevent the 'pri-
foner’s efcape. ; Flere Freeman declaved .adl that
had haopcnﬂd, and affured him under the firongélt”
proteftations, that my lady was innocent. The
wordss
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‘words of a dying man meet always with full
credit, and his ‘evidence s aever called in queftion.
Sir Fames under the convition he had of his
friend’s, and his lady’s innocence was in 4 dreadful
agony ; and Freeman i'eeing that Sir Tames relented
and was foftened to'pity and grief, for the firua.

“tion he had brought him to, reached out his

“hdnd to him, and in an expiring weak tore of
voize, I forgive you, fuid he, taking my life; ic

‘s the confequince of ‘an untrath I have told.
Live, Sir, to prote&t my wife, and my poor lad.
You have only one way to fave your own Iife ;
make your efCape out of the window,

Sir Fames took his advics, and got out; he did
not fo much as cill ar home ;7 but went of
that infant, for a port, whence he could pafs

_cinto ‘Holland. © Pefore ks went on board, hs
‘wrote to Mylady, and reproached her with
diffembling, and che fud extremity to which fhe
had reduced her hufband. My lady. in defpair,
was gettif every thing ready,” to follow him :
but {he had not time, being informed thortly after,
that the fhip he went in was wrecked, and Sir

“Fames Ioft. ' :

- Mifs Frivolons. Well might you fay, thar it was
a dreadful flory.  What misfortunes may net an
“untruth occafirn ? A

Mifs Mo'hy. ¥ think, T am cured of telling any
as long as I thall live. es, indeed, Mrs, Afuble.
I had racher venture being chid a thoufand times,
than ever fib again. '

Mrs. 4 ble. One can fearce haye the heart to

“chide & perfbn, who fincerely owas his fault ; but
you judge very righe, that it s better running

“the hazard of being chid, than totell ap untruth,
B.la is now to begin the ftory of 7341,

Mifs
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Mifs Bella, At that time, when the Jews were
captives in Nizeweh, there was a holy man amongft
them called 7obi¢, who emnployed himfelf and all
he was worth to relieve: his brethren and fellow
fufferers in captivity.  He took care of the fick,
he fed the poor, and buried the dead, It happen-
el one day, that being quite wearied out with coil-
ing at thele good works, he fit down to reft a
little, and fell afleep.  Whilft he {lept, fomething
from a bird’s neft, fell into his eyes, and took
away his fight. Very near, at the fame time, he
loft all his {ubftance, and became fo poor, that his
wife was forced to take in work for their fub-
fitance. : '

Once they gave her a kid over and above the
wages of her work. 7sbir, hearing the kid cry,
fufpetted it had been flolen, and asked fo many
queftions about the kid, "that he put his wife
out of all patience, who gave him feveral hard
words and reproached him on account of his
good works, as if they had been the caufe of their
misfortunes, which 7odi¢ bore very patiently.

He had an only fon, whom he brought up in
the fear of the Lord ; he wifhed to be in fich cif=
cumftances as could enable him to fertle his {on
in the world ; and having this thought much in
his mind, he fpoke to his wife; when I was rich, -
faid he, I lent a confiderable fum to a very honeft
man, who lives at a very great diftance. I have
his note, and I am perfuaded he will pay the mo-
ney upon the fpot. The wife, hearing all this,
broke out into pitiable outcries ; what, fail the, I
have only this fon to be my comfort, after the
lofs of all my fubftance, and yet you would
take him from me, and put him upon a dange-
rous journey, perhaps never to return? Fear no-
thing, {aid Tsbias, (that was the fon’s name) the

angel
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-angel of the Lord will guide me thither, -and
back again,
. The journey being now refolved upon, 7obir bid
-his fon go and fiad out fome young man, that was
_Pproper to be his guide.  Zobias went out in obe-
.dience to his father, and met with a young man
-habited like a traveller, and with a fiaff in his hand
ready to fer off,  Tabias was quite charmed with
~the countenance of this beautiful young man;
-and really well he might, for this was the Angel
- Raphael, whom God had fent in the figure and
-vefemblance of a man to condu&t Tobiar. He
-goes up to him; and after he had told him
his defign, Raphael confented to go wich him to
-his father’s. ‘The old father acquainted him with
“his intention ; they made an agreement what he
was-to have at his return ; and after the father
-and mother bad defired the guide to be moft par-
cticularly careful of their fon, they wifhed all
blefings to attend them, and fo difinifled them,
to take their journey.

They were near the river Tigris, in the eve-
-ning, Tobias, was fatigued, and the weather being
-very hot. He went down to wath himfelf, when

a large fith leaped out of the river, and made tow-

cards him, as if he would have devoured him.
Fobias in the fright, called to his guide, who
-bid him take the fith by the gills, and drag him.
-to land.. The fith after ftruggling and tofling
.about vehemently, died foon after, and then the
angel {poke to Tobias; open the fith aid he, take out
the heart and the liver, and the gall, and puc
them up carefully. The gall is a cure for rhe-
blind, and reftores loft fight, and by burning the
heart and the liver, the fmoak will drive away
the evil {pirit.
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Mils Soply. Tobir’s wife was not unlike Fob's.
But Mrs. Affable; do, tell me, why women are
anore impatient, and lefs courageous than men ?

Lady #itty. That isanold calumny, men have
~always ready to throw out agsinft women. Iam
“perluaded women are as good as they in all ref-
pefts. Is ir not fo.

Mrs. dffabic # Here is caufe for me to try. T
could wifh to give it in favour of lady Witty 5
but alas ! truth obliges me 0 join in opinion
~with Mifs Sgphy. I am forry for it, ' my dear ;.
“ bur ivis however too true. f

Lady Witry. Buv why, Mrs. Afable 2 Are their
fouls more perfett than women's.

Mrs. dfuble. T don’t think they are. On the
-contrary, I am perfuaded, tharall our fouls being
formed to the image and likenefs of God, are ab-
folutely like. |

Lady Louifa. Thatis hard to conceive; for how
will you account for the prodigious difference
that' is obferved in the charalers and tempers,.
-a difference much greater than is feen in fo many
faces, tho’ the Iaft is alfo very great.

Mrs: Afable. T don’t pretend to any particular
knowledge of this matter, but will tell you what
I think. - Yet you are not to believe me any far--
sther than what I fay, feems to ftand with rea-
don, and till more knowing perfons fhall (atisfy
you, that I am in the wrong. ;

Do youw remember, ladies chat not long fince,.
we maintained that there was fuch things as
eflential.qualitics. We concluded, as I thought,.
that an effential quality of matter is to require a
-figure, or form, whatever it is, to be in a natural
fate. :

Lady Zouifa. T remember it perfeCly well, but
in my opinion, {fomething of an explanation will
not. be amifs. Mrs.
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Mrs. Afable. This table is fquare, that other
is round ; this pen is different in figure, from the
table; in one word, ladies, T dety you to thew
any one thing, that has not fome fizure or other,

Lady #iryy. | offer a wager that I do. I have
now a thought come into my head, and I defy
any one to tell me, whether is fquare, or round,

“or crooked ; Tam fure, I cannot tell myf{elf,
Mits Bella. That is pleafant enough; is a
~thought nothing, Lecaufe it has no figure, and
every thing has fome or other 7. But I talk at ran-
dom, for 1t is impcflible for ‘me to know what
“1s not, and yer T very well know my owan thought.
Help us our, Mrs. Aguble, ,
- Mrs. Afutle. We are very certain, that there is
. nothing of matter, raturally, without fome form.
- We are fure that our thoughts, which have a real
being, have no figure or form ; weare con’equent-
+ly certain; that our thoughts are not material or
- made of any mateer. '

Lady 3lary. What can it be then, Mrs. A fable?

Mres. “fuble. Something quite oppofite to mat-
ter, fince it has contrary qualities. :

Mifs Sephy. This is beyond my comprehenfion,

. .Z\'II'S. J{ﬂ(?é/f- |

Mrs. Afable. Nothing is without irs contrary.

-Heat is contrary to cold ; what is big to that
which is little.” Contraries have quite oppofite
(qualities, and can never meet in the {ame fubje&t,
‘Therefore matter has its contrary, and that is
found in fpirirual fubftances. 89

Lady Lucy. What do you call fpiritual  fub-
ftances ; how can we know them.

Mrs. 4ffable. They are fuch as have qualities
oppofite to matter, and without any figure or form,

‘as for example, the foul,

Lady
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-Lady Luey, T take it. Whatever has figure or

form, I fhall rank wich matter, what has nor,
thall be a fpiritual fulftance.

Mrs, Afuble. Very right, lady. Bue obferve,
withal, that every thing which has a figure or
form is compofed of many parts from which you
may take off, orto which'you may add. I can
take off a part of this table; what I have taken
off, is a part which I have feparated from the
table. On the other fide, I can make the table
larger, by adding a piece to'the table ; the fame
I can do with that chair, or that bed. Nature
does it daily ; our bodies increafe every day, ex-
_ teriorly, or interiorly in proportion to the accef-
fion-of new parts. Trees grow in the fame man-
ner. A ftone is a colleGion of fmall parts, or
atoms, clofely joined, and put together. ' Thus
matter which has a figure, naturally requires a
greater: or {maller extenfion, and this extenfion
and parts are qualities naturally inherent to matcer.
Do you underftand it, ladies ? I defire, lady Sen-
Jible to repeat ic.

Lady S:nfible. Here is one of the dice to play at
tables. It is fquare every way, and compofed of
feveral parts, I could, with a hammer, break ir
into a thoufand pieces. The parts feparated in
this manner, will not be {o much extended as the
dice is, but ftill they will have fome extenfion.

Mrs. dffable. Very righc. But if you find any
thing, which, to ‘Le in its' natura] ftate, does not
require extenfion, figure and parts, this will be
gontrary to matter, and muft be a fpiritual fub-
Atance. We find that the foul has neither length
nior breadth, nor figure, and confequently muft
be a fpiritual fubftance. Tell me what' is the
caufe of your thoughts; is ir the band, or the
foor ? :

Lady
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-Lady Witty.: That is impoffible.  The hand anid
the foot are parts of a body, and material, and,
as matter is of a contrary nature, to that ofa
Apiritual fubftance, it cannot produce any thing
that is {piritual, for then matter would give what-
it has not, , _

Mifs Bella. 1 always imagined, that the head

reduced our thoughts; but I find, I was mif-.
taken; the head is a body, as well as the hand
or foot, .

Lady Lucy. Does not the, foul caufe all our
thoughss, and may not we conclude, that the
foul is {piritual, becaufe we find that our thoughts
which are as it were the offspring of our {oul, are
fpiritual. The foul and the thought fhew and
prove each others fpirituality.  The thought as a.
fpiritual effet demonftrates the fpiricuality of,
the caufe, which produces it, for if the {oul had.
not been a fpiritual fubttance, a fpiritual effect
<ould not have been produced, by fuch a prin-
<iple. {

PMrs; Affable. Lady Lucy’s conclufion is very juft.
As you know, that a {piritual fubftance has no -
parts, and confequently nothing can be added to
or taken from it. Why can’t I then be aflu-
red, that the foul of a child newly born, is the
fame, thatit will be at twenty years of age, fince;
it cannot reccive any addition, or fuffer any di-.
minution ?

Lady Louifa. This appears not to admit of
any difpute. But daily experience contradiéts this
truth, and there is reafon for faying, that the
fouls of children grow with their bodies.

. Mrs. 4ffable. 1 explained this, I think, fome
years ago, to our young ladies; but you was
not here, madam, and, befides, things of this
pature, fhould be repeated niore than once ; no
, doubrt,
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doubt, ladies, you afe all appriled; that memory,
confidered as to ‘that part,” which rerains the-
ideas caufed by a former application of the..
mind to the sbantajm or image of corporeal things,:
is in fome fort a corporal faculty, and depends
upon corporeal beings, the impreflion whereof
on the brain “is very ingenioufly accounted for
by philofophers.

Lady Louifa. I never heard this before ; and I,
beg it may be farther explained.

Mrs. £ffable. The two eflential faculties of the

foul, as a {piritual fubftance, are the under=~
ftanding, and the will ; that s, the foul has power’
and capacity to underftand and determine itfelf, -
by its will. It is provided, with a fort of paper,
where it writes ‘down all the different thoughts,
judgments, and decifions ; this'pape-r, is the brain-
lodged within the skull. You have undoubtedly:
feen the brains of feveral animals ; none of you
but have fome time or other eat of a calfis head.
- The brain is 2 white and foft fubftance; ours is
alfo white and foft. The foul is not only provided
with this ‘paper, but alfo with pens to write
thefe are the fibres, that is, a prodigious quantity’
ot fmall filaments, adapted to touch the brain,
and to wrire, or make an impreflion thereon.

Bart this is not yet enough. Someth_ing more
is neceffary ro: fer the fibres in aftion, and mo- .
tion ; which .is done by the more fubtile parts
of the blood, called the animal Jpirits, which by
their continual afcent to the brain, put the fibres
i play. Do you take it, lady Violent 9 :

Lady Violent. 1 do Mrs. Affuble. The brain is
the pa{Per, the fibres are the pens, the animal {pi=
sits a fort of fingers to guide the pens. :

Mis. dfable. Tell me my dear; could you
write upon blotting paper ?

' i Lady
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~Lady- Violent. 1 have done it fometimes, but
what ‘I wrote was not legible; the lerters were
quite fpread our, aslarge as my finger, without
any thape, or figure of a letter.

Mrs. Affable. Do you know the reafon ?

" Mils Bella. 'The paper was too thin.

Mrs. Affable. Befides that, there is not fize
enough to give it ftrength. I muft ask another
neftion.  Could you write with a hair ?

Mifs Sopby. No, that is too weak.

. Mrs. Affable. Well ladies ! a child’s brain is
extremely foft, and by confequence, very like
blotting paper ; it cannot bear any legible cha-
ra&er ; what is written, is no more than a blot,
You may as foon write upon water. And more-
over the fibres are fo weak that you might as well
pretend to write with a hair. The foul, inthe
infancy of the body, unprovided with means to
fet down the ideas, fo as they may be retained,
cannot read them in the memory; and as many
ideas muft be compared to form rational judg-
ments and defires, we may conclude, that
the foul cannot form any judgment. As the
brain grows harder, thoughts are written down,
they dre read, compared, the foul proceeds to a
refolution, and a&s confequently to it, and con-
tinues in the fame way, till old age has quite
hardened the brain, and the fibres are grown fo’
ftifF, that they cannot be of farther ufe, by which
one is reduced to another infancy.

- Lady Lacp. Inow perceive how it may happen,
that men whofe fouls are alike, have quite dif-
ferent geniufles. That depends on a foft or hard
brain, the flexibility of the fibres, and the quan-
ticy of animal fpirits, which the blood fends to
the brain.

Mrs.
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Mrs. Afable. Yes, my dear, from thence
comes alfo the difference between men and wo-
men ; but we muft leave this for our next leflon
with feveral important matters relative to this
fubjet, to fay fomething of Cyrus. That con=
cerns you, Lady Witsy. : '

Lady Witty. Cyrus being come into Media, at
the head of the forces, which he brought to  his
uncle’s affiftance, found Cyaxares in a very per-
piexed fituation. The king his father and pre-’
deceflor had obliged the king of Armenia to be
his tributary; and it looked, as if the Armenian
propofed to take advantage of the war, that was
coming upon the Medes, as a favourable occa-
fion to fhake off the burthen.  Cyras, after taking
all proper meafures to be informed of the ftate of
affairs in drmenia, found his uncle’s fufpicions
were too well grounded, and promifed to extri-
cate him in thefe critical circumftances.

The kindom of Armenia was contiguous to
Media ; Cyrus hunted frequently upon the borders,
and the chace very often brought him into that
neighbouring kingdom. The drmenians grew ac-
cuftomed to fee him upon their frontiers, with-
out any fufpicion.

But one day he took a confiderable body of
troops with him inftead of hunters, and was
very near the king of Armenia, when that prince
had notice, that he had no time to lofe, if he
meant to fave himfelf by flight. Immediately he
fent off his queen, his daughters, with all the
treafures, and ordered them to retire into the
narrow pafles of the mountains, where a {mall
number {ufficed to make head againft a greater.’
Cyrus, who thought of all things,and forefaw, that
the king of Adrmenia would take this ftep, had fent’
off troops to pofiefs themfelves of the pailes where

Vor. IV, : B they
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they took all the family, and the treafures of this
unhappy prince. '

This fad accident had not yet come to his
knowledge ; and having got together all the for-
ces he could, he placed them upon .an eminence,
to attempt fomething of a defence 3 but feeing he
wasinvelted onall fides, he was neceflitated to fub-
mit to the viCtor’s difcretion ; and thus Cyrus, by
Sis prudence, began and ended the war, the fame

ay.
The prince of the Perfians affembled together
the principal officers of both armies, and the,
carriages, where the princefles rode, were alio
brought very near the place. In the prefence of'
this numerous affembly, Cyrus {poke to the king,
his prifoner, I have, faid he, fome queftions to
ask you, and I hope you will anfwer me with
truth, for if an untruth is odious in a man,
it is fHill'more infamous in a great perfonage,.
and in a king, and muft dithonour him for ever.
Now tell me, why you would not pay the tria
bute impofed upon you by Afyages ?

The king of Armenia made this anfwer, be-
caufe, faid he, I defired to leave my kingdom
free to my fon, as I received it from my father.
‘The thought, faid Cyras, is noble and: worthy, of
a prince, who has made no.promife ; and it be-
came you to think {o, before you was overcome
by my grandfather. You know, that he conquer-
ed your kingdom, and only reftored it to you, on
condition of paying the tribute he required. Had.
you given a province to any perfon, on certain
condirions agreed to mutually, what would you
do to him, if he did not perform the articles ?

I know, faid ke, that I fhall pronounce fentence.
againft myfelf; but I have promifed not to depart
from truth, and whatever it coft me, I will {peak
itout; I would put that manto death. The

: prin-
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rincelles, who were there in their coaches, hear-
ing the king, broke out into as loud cries, as if
they had feen the king that moment brought to
the fcaffold. He had a fon, named Zigranes,
whom  Gyras had known in his youth. He came
up: to' Gyrus, and, being -allowed to fpeak, de-
livered himfelf in the following terms :

Eord ! I will not pretend to excufe my father;
I know he deferves to die; but I hope, you will
confider, that it is much more glorious to pardon,
than to opprefsan enemy you have overcome.
What is more, your own intereft will be a motive
to ufe him with'mercy; fince’ you gain by this
means an ally, whofe attachment to you will be
2 greater advantage, than it has formerly been.
I don’c at all underftand that, faid Gyrus.  How
will: you: perfuade me, that your facher’s friend~
thip-will-be more beneficial after, than before his
revolt ? I will thew it, faid Tigranes. What is a
king that has never mer with adverfity ? Gene-
rally’ {peaking, a man without wifdom, or pru-
dence; and’ tyrannized by his paffions. Adver-
fity is- the {chool of princes; here they learn,
that they are no more than'men, as tlie’ meaneft
of their {ubje€ts are. My father has had afull
leflon from: that wife miftrefs:; and your ally is
become both wife and prudent. I would know,
what ally'can be more valuable? And more than
that, what may not be expeted in return, from a
grateful and. generous heart, from one that will
owe you every thing, you: leave in his poffeft
fion ? ;

I yield, faid Cyrus, I grant you life, and leave
you your kingdom: - But what ranfom is my un-
cle to haye’ for your family: 2

B z Ah !
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Ah! cried out the King in an extafy of grati,
tude, what can I give him? All [ have 1s his:
and yours. I am_content, faid Cyras; with this
declaration. = You confefs, that you owe my un-:
cle more, than you can ever pay ; and therefore
you will be the moft ungrateful of men, if ever
you ceafe to be in hisintereft. In his name, I.
reftore your family to you, and the only penalty
Iimpofe, fhall be an increafe of the tribute for-"
merly paid ; the only article, that thall remind you
of your fault. Now that we look upon each other
as triends, pleafe to confider with yourfelf, what
you can do for us in the war, that we are thortly
to have upon our hands. !

The king of Armenia, promifed auxiliary forces:
to Cyrus, and, for the prefent, offered large fums-
of money, which the young prince accepted,
only by way of loan, and which afterwards,
he attually repaid.

The princefs, wife to prince Tigranes, was a-
mong the prifoners. They had not been long
married, and he loved her intirely.  Cyrus Tmil-
ing, asked Tigranes, what he would give to re-
deem the princefs ? A thoufand lives, if T had-
them, Tigrane; anfwered with great {prightli-
nefs. The purchafe would coft me too much,
Cyrus replied ; I fhould lofe a friend, upon which
1 chufe to let you have her again for nothing. -

Then Cyrus ordered the large tables, which
were prepaved by his orders, to be covered ; he
gave a grand entertainment to the royal family
and the officers, after which he re-condu€ted
them ; upon the road he {poke to T7granes ; what
is become, faid he, of your governor? T knew
him in my firft journey; and I took him for:a-
man of great worth. Alas! Tigranes fighed and
anfwered, flatterers found means to mifrepre-

fent
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fent him to my father ; innocent aftions were
tonftrued into crimes; he was condemned and
put to death. A few hours before the execution,
he recommended to me moft earneftly, never to
depart from the duty, I was bound to pay to my
father. - Excellent man?t GCyras cried out, re«
member his worthy leffons ; particularly, never
forget the Iaft. A

Cyrus took leave of the king of Armenia, and
Ieft him "charmed with his prudence, and other
fhining qualities, {o that the Perfian prince, was
the ‘common fubjeét of converfation at the Ar-
menian court. The princels Tégranes’s fpoufe was
the ‘only perfon, that' made no mention of the
generous conqueror. The prince took mnotice et
her filence in this refpett, and asked the reafon.
What would you have me fay of him ? I never
Tooked at the prince. "How can that be? Tigrancs
replied, you fpent feveral hours in his company.
What toock up your thoughts ? He, the readily
anfwered, that faid be would freely lay down a
thoufand lives for me, if he had them.

Mrs. Affable. A rare example, but feldom fol-
lowed by the fine modern young ladies! You are
fure to be informed very exaltly of the perfons
of all young gentlemen; and though they may
have feen them but once in their lives, the def-
cription will be fo accurate, that not a feature
thall be mifled. This is not a little contrary to
that modeflty, which ought to be the fineft orna-
ment of the fair fex.

Mifs Rural. 1 admire the artful turn, ufed by
Tigranes, to difpofe Cyrus, and engage him to fpare
his father. He does not plead the king his father’s
innocence ; he does not offer evén to extenuate
the fault; this might have provoked the young
conqueror; he owns the ‘guilt, for he is per-
St s B 3 fuaded
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fuaded, that a reafonable perfon is much fooner
appealed, when the offender fays, I am in the
wrong.

Mzs. Afable. Mis Rural’s refle€iion is admir-
able. If a perfon.is difpleafed with you, as being
perfuaded, that you have done amifs, guilty or
nor guilty, you muft take care of contraditting ;
this would “only heighten the difpleafure into
downright fury.” Laft year, I was with a lady,
who had been ferved fo- many ill turns, that flie
lIoft all patience, and vowed the would be re-
venged. A fenfible man, but whe had forgot to
bring common fenfe abroad with him that time,
undertook to demonftrate, that tbe‘lady was in
the wrong to put herfelfin a paflion, and, that the
refolution, the had taken to be revenged, was not
to he mainrained. This unfeafonable remon-
firance threw her into an extravagant rage. She
fwore; that fhe would {fooner burn the houfe,
and ftav her enemy to the heart; fhe was almoft
choaked with paflion, and going into convulfions.,.
Thatinftant, comes in another perfon,and inquires
mte the quarrel, and very calmly pronounces,
that there was no bearing fuch an injury; in g
word, he efpoufes all the refentment of the pro-
voked lady. As he took her part, the paffion
began to fubfide, the grew calmer, and at laft was
perfectly fo. What, fays the gentleman ? You
are quite appeafed ; have you forgot, that we
have a houfe to burn down to the ground, and
the lady your enemy to be run through the heart ?
I would not bate an inch of either. The lady,
lately {o farious, {miled, and my gentleman, with
his ill-timed reafoning, was taught, that a tor-
rent is not to pe oppoled, but a way made for it
to pafs, unlefs one defire to raife the fwell
higher, which at Iaft will overflow, with th%

moft
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moft dreadful confoquences. Lady Senfib/e pleale,
to go on with America.

Lady Snfible, Though Canada is but a fmall
province, yet under that name is comprehended
#ll that country, which is bounded to the fouth,
by New England, and Louifiana 5 but they fay,
that there is a very great contention between the
Englifh, and the French, both nations pretending
to a property in that part of the country ; God
fend them to agree. Mrs. Affable tells us, we
are not qualified to judge of the merits of the
caufe, fo as an Englip woman I content myfelf,
with withing England well.- The principal towns
are Quebec ¥, Montreal and Trois rivieres. There
are, befides, a great many forts.

The capital river St. Lawrence, is an hundred
and fifry ‘miles over, where it opens into the fea,
and in feveral places is above three miles in
breadch. The navigation is very dangerous, on
account of {o many rocks thatare found there.
There are great falls in the river, which the
Erench call Sauls, to exprefs the fall of the river,
from a rock. The two greateft falls, or Saul/ts,
are thole of Niagara and St. Louis. Imagine, la-
dies, a rock two miles in length, that of Niagara
is fuch. Well!l the whole river falls from the
top of this prodigious high rock, and in the fall
forms a fheet of water, that makes a frightful
noife, and is heard many miles off.

Lady Louifa. How can they goup this river ?
There is no likelihood of any fhips coming up.

Mrs. Affable. Large fhips go'no farther than
Quebec ; to come up to Montreal, they have vel-
fels of a different fabric. They only ufe canoes
to get up higher. .

. % Taken laft yoar by the Engli/b,
B4 Lad
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Lady Mary. 1 dont know what a cance is.”

Mis. 4ffable. Some camey are made of the bark
of trees, fticched together very dextroufly with a
lort of thread, made of the fame bark. The
largelt will hold eight men. The favages are
Very expere and adroit, in conduéting their canoes
among the rocks, and when they come to difficyle
tafles; they. put. the canoe upon their heads, and
carry it by Jand, till they can find an eafier wa-
ter-paflage. Thefe places, are called carrying
places. Pray, lady Senfible, give us the names of
the chief favage nations, that inhabit the coun-
try: :
: }J:_,ady Senfible. They are the Hurons, dlyonguins, I o~
gutfe, lilinois, the Cutacuais, Afinipoils, Sioux, and
Ihany more. %3

Lady Ziolent. Does corn and other things grow
in the country ? : 5

Mrs., Ldffable. Yes,. fince Europeans have fettlgd
there ; before that,. the favages never took any
pains to till the ground.

Mifs Bella. What did they live on, if they had
neicher corn nor pulfe ?

Mrs. dfable, They lived on what they got by
hunting and fithing The country is full of moun-
tains, and lakes, which provided them abundantly
with viftuals. The favages. in thofe partts, are
great gluttons, and very temperate, according as
taey find cheir provifions, great or little. Peoylg,,;
that pafs mott of their time in hunting, muft be‘
ufed to faft, :

-Mifs Molly. Papa hunts very often ; he either
comes home to dinner, or eatables are carried
out far him. Why can’t the favages do the

fume ?

Mos.,
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"Mrs. Affable. Their hunting and ours is very
‘different. Pleafe to confider, my dear, that the
whole country is almoft, one may fay, an ‘ir-
‘menfe and continued foreft. In fome places you
meet with woods, nine-hundred, - twelve hundred
miles in length. = The favages meet here, in
bands or' companics, to plan and concert their
fcheines, for hunting about the beginning of Oc-
tober. Formerly they had only bows and ar-
‘Tows, now they have fufees or light guns. ~All
“their provifions ‘are powder ‘and fhot, and every
one carries on his back a bag of Indian wheat
flower. This is all for a hunt of three months
‘at leaft. 53 8 - ik
«* Mifs Sophy. But how can they fubfitt fo long
with that {mall quantity of flower ? Where do
they lie in thofe vaft forefts? Have they no
change of cloths, when they happen to be in
‘the rain, at leat a few fhirts ? '

Mrs. Affable. 1 will anfwer your queftions ia
order. They fhcot feveral bealts in the foreft,
they flea them to carry off the furr, and they eat
the fleth. Sometimes ten mien 'will eat as much
in a day, as would ferve fifty here. The flower
is kept to have recourfe to, when they have had
no luck; and killed nothing. In thefe occafions,
they take a bandful of flower,- which they tem-
per with'a lirtie water; and that is their whols:
and- only meal for the day. At night, as they
haye wood in plenty, they make a large fire
and lie about it.  Others foon make up a hut
with boughs of trees. Laftly, others make deep
holes in the fnow, and fleep there. It is faid,
that it keeps them very warm.  When theip
cloths are ‘wet, they dry them by “the large fixq
they have kindled. Their fhirts they” charnge
very feldom,. and commenly wear them, tij]
Taad B they
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they drop off piece-meal. If you give -them a
_c’ean ihirr, they put it over the foul one; and
fome have fonur or five on, in this manner.

La.y Louifa, Nafty people ! they are not very

ear, I thick. Ac lealt, one cannot-fay, that they
kave any varity in their drefs.

Mrs. dffable.” T muft beg your pardon, my
dear, tho’ they may not be vain in drefss they
hive a great fhare of vanity ; and, to fer them-
felves off, they. colour and paint their bodies
and faces. A confiderable ornament, they de-
light in, is to have the figure of a large ferpent
drawn on their faces; . this, they think, makes
them terrible to their enemies: Some paint with
red lead, others employ other colours; but thofe, -
'who defire the paint to laft, ufe this method.

They make {cratches with the point of a pin,
and draw the defign, by tearing the skin;  then
they put'gun powder into the Jines drawn by the
pin, et the powder on fire ; and the figure re-
mains for life.

Lady Charlutre. Surely they muft be poflefled -
with an evil fpirit to put themfelyes knowingly
to this torture,

Mrs. Affable. You may ¢’en put to the number -
the fine ladies, that pinch themielves up, {& prodi-
gioufly in their ftays, for a fine fhape, and thofe,
who raife plenty of corns by forcing on a little
{hog, to be thought miftrefles of a nice, pretty,
litgle foot; -thole that bave their head of hair
plucked‘for three whole Lours, by a fiifeur, that
are in danger all that time of bayving their ears
burnt, and cannot take their natural reft for the
papers, to which their curis are confined. Pray,
wherein are our ladies lefs extravagant than the
favages ? ;

Lady
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Lady Louifa: This is very fingular. I was
firuck with the extravagancy of thefe nations
without ever obferving, that, mine is greater;
for, in fine, they, the Iaft at leaft, paint once for
life; and the trouble, I fubmit to, comes every
day. Do the favage women paint-or dawb them-
felves ? ‘

Mrs. Affable. No,but they havea fort of orna~
mental drefs. I have feen a petticoat, fuch as
they wear on their great folemnities or feftivals.
It had the appearance of a leather fack; . with--
out any plait, and adorned with a fringe at’the
bottom;. made up of feveral little cafes not un-
like the thapeofa bell. This is the rarsle, which
is found in the ferpent’s train, who takes from:
it the name of the Rattle-Snake.

_Lady Louifa. I dare venture a wager, that the
poor wretches are asproud. of that garb, as I
am of gold-ftuffs and diamonds. '

Mrs. Affable. 'To be fure;, Madamy; drefsis al-
. together fancy. e, D S

Lady Masry. I underftand very well, that the®
favages were forced to undergo the trouble of
thofe terrible hunts before the Europeans taught
them tillage; but what need of fuch pains
now ? Mould it not be eafier for them to live
. like our farmers ? )

Mrs: Affable. To be fure; my dear, the Euro-
peans would not let them have the neceflary im-
plemerits and other things to that purpofe for
nothing ; to come at them, they fell the skins
of wild beafts they have killed. This obliges
them to continue hunting. But the Canadians
are moreover very lazy; they take prodigious
pains, for a quarter of a year, to idle away the
reft.  They would. live independant and are

happy,
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happy, when under”no obligation to any per-
fon whartever. ' ' '
Lady Louifa. Here they are quite in the right.
I think that perfon, who wants to no body, is
perfetly happy. :
Mrs. Apable. “Thar mult be difcuffed fome:
other time; to day it is too late. Big
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DIALOGUE XXVIIL

. I.ady Lovrsa, -

A T our laft meeting, you was pleafed to
' fay, Mrs. Agable, that*you would examine’
mto the propofition I advanced. I have often*
thought on it fince. Liberty-of all-good things is
the moft precious, and the perfon, who wants’
nofe of thofe things that are abot him, has.
In my mind the moft 'Hberty.

" Mrs: Afable. Yes, but, in fome meafure, like’
the Lacedemonians. ~ Their commonwealth was
all the ‘world to ‘them: There they found ‘all
they wanted ; to the reft of the world they were*
cxtremely indifferent ; and the ruin of it would
have given them very little concern, as they took®
no intereft in its prefervation and fafety.

Lady Louifa. Did their fpirit of independance
make them void of all fellow-feeling ‘and ‘hu-'
madity ? ' ' ot
. Mrs. 4fable. 1 think fo, atleaft; and T am
inilmately perfuaded, that the continual want we:
are in"of each other gives birth to a thoufand vir=
“ies-and, among others, to humanity.

Lady
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~ Lady Loaifa. But we are real {laves to thofe we
hope for any thing from. But as I have faid be-
fore, T efteem liberty as the beft of good things.
In'this cafe, we exchange our liberty , a valuable
treafure for conveniences and fancies, which, tho?
fmall’ advantages, are trifles in the  main . Is
it not as clear as the day, that the exchange is to
great difadvantage ? oo
Mrs. dfable. Lady Louifa grows a formidable-
adverfary ; fhe lays down principles, and deduces
confequences. But fome endeavours muft be
ufed to contradi& her argument. In my way of
thinking, dear lady, we fhould have begun with a
true definition of liberty, otherwife you may,
mean one thing, and Lanother When a difpute
is entered upon, we'muft firft agree about terms,
and underftand each other., ;
- Mifs Bella. What makes you think, lady Louifa.
has a ‘mind to difpute ? Indeed I take her.to be
too well bred to do fo. 50
_ Mrs. dfable. Thar is jult what T was {aying,.
my dear; it is of the greateft confequence to un-
derftand the meaning,of terms.- - For example, to
difpute and to quarrel are very different. Tor
difpute, is to maintain a different opinion from
the perfon’s we fpeak to, there’s no l;:arm‘ init;
you know very well; that we are to take no one’s
word, that we muft examine his reafons, and we,
Rave right to give ours, This-we call difputing,,
-and when it is done with temper, modelty, and
good manners; it is {o far from any harm, that
1t is a diverfion, and a paftime. DPut if inftead of
alledging reafons, they grow hot, and break out
into hard words, this is called quarrelling, and
never done or allowed By well bred perfons. I
will put fome queftions to yeu, lady Loaifa, which
you'will be plea‘ed to anfiver.

- Does
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Does liberty confift in doing all the eyil aftions
that may come into one’s Lead ?
~ Lady Louifa. Some may think fo, but that is
not the liberty I mean, and which I look upon to
be {o precious. The other would be no lofs, I-
think, on the contrary, it-would be happy to be
~without ir.

' Mrs. 4fable. May it confift in going to reft, or
© rifing {ooner or later, or putting on a green or
- blue filk, or ina thoufand f{uch things ?

Lady Louifw. There is fomething agreeable in
that, and it pleafes, to be at difcretion, to chufe
according to fancy and humour.  But it is too-
much of a trifle, to be the foundation of happi--
nefs, or the contrary, for a rational perfon.

- Mrs. Affuble. Pray, tell us then, what you-
mean by Tiberty - Ll _

Lady Losifa. 1 cannot fay, that T know it'very
well myfelf; but T will give you the opinion of
men in that refpe&. The Romans, to give an in-
ftance, were free, and <njoyed liberty, whilft the
common-wealth continued, and loft it under 7u--
lius Czfar. ‘

Mrs. Affable. Very well! A naticn enjoys li--
berty, when it is not governed by an abfolute
mafter. T flick to the example. of the Romans ;
but, I muft tell you beforehand, it will turn out
quite contrary to your expeftation, and, upon a
clofer examination, you will find, that the Roman
common-wealth, inftead of being the center of
Iiberty, was the feat of defpotifm, and tyranny.
I with we could go immediately upen the proof
of this; but as the younger ladies are not ac-
quainted with the Romar Hiflory, they would not
enderftand half of what is faid.

Mifs
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+Mifs Bella. But, if you would teach us the Ro-
man Hifiory, we might.

Mrs. 4fable. But how can we undertake more,
fince we have o much work upon our hands,
really, already more than we can do ?

Lady Witry. There is a- way to reconcile gl
this. In the afternoon, we will repeat the ftorjes
out of the fcriptures and gncient hiftory, with
fome little diverting tales from time to time, and
a litcle natural philofophy, when you pleafe. In
the morning leflon, the Roman fiflary fhall take
place, and this will teach us to difcourfe copfe-

quently. Does not the art of dicourﬁng belong_

to natural philofophy ?

Mirs. Affable. No, but to Logic a part ofphﬂo-.
fophy, though indeed natural reafon is the ground--

work,  without which all rules and  methods
would be uneffe@ual. I accept the plan you pro-
pole ; but I muft once more tell you, it is too
extended, and takesin too much ‘work. -

- Lady Ziolent.. Your leflons need only be longer., .
You fee Mrs. Agatls, you have won your wagers.;

you might keep me here all day, and I thould

never be tired. J only could "with the leffon -

longer; I have {o many things to learn, that I

don’t think I ikall know half of them, when I

am twenty. 7

- Mrs. dfablke. I have nothing to object, Lady
Senfible, give us the hiftory in thort of the founs
dation of Rome. '

Lady Senfible. It is faid, that Aneas, a Trojan

prince, landed in Latiurm, 2 part of Ztaly inhabited
by the Latins, and married -Lavinia the daughter
of their king.  dfeanius fucceeded to his father
&neas, and was followed by feveral kings of ‘the
{fame race. One of them left two fons, Aniuliys
and Numitor ; the firft, after he had dethrened

his
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iselder brother Numitor, confined his daughter,
and made her a veltal, one of the prieflefles of
Vefla, who, by the mf‘uutzon were to continue
thirty years in the fervice of the goddefs, before
they could marry. Rhea Sylvia, {o Numitor's
daughter was named, would not wait {0 long, the
had two fons at a blrm, who were ordered to be
thrown into the Zyber by Amulius; a thepherd
found them in a trough left on dry land by the
waters of the T)&er retlred after the flood, to
the bed of the river, and brouvht them up. VVhen
they were grown men, they flew their great-
unkle Amulin:; and re- “inftated their grand-father
Numitor on his throne.  After this,- they fet abour
building a town, nearthe place,- where they were
dilcovered by the fhepherd The two brothers
Romulys and Remus quarrelling about fome thing
that related to the new town, Romu/us killed his
brother Remus and gave the new-built city the
name of Rome.

‘Lady Mary. But Mrs. 4ffable, who hexped Ro-
mulus to build that city ?-

Mrs. Affable. Some {ay, - three hundred- fhep-
herds, who were the firft' inhabitants.

Mifs Bella. This was more a village, thana
town ; I had quite another idea of TRome, and
thought it extremely large. We have a lu[’(orym
piece at home; that reprefents the rape of the
Sabines. Ronre appears with noble gates and ﬁately
houfes.

~Mes. Jfable. Your painter was a blockhead :
and very ignorant in the Riman Hiflory. Ronie, in’
the beginning, was-neither magmﬁcent nor po-=
pulous. . Indeed it did not'continue long in that
ftate, and . Romulus found - means to increafe the
people. Lady ‘Senfible, tell- the ludies; how- hes
b;ouoht this-about.- s : :

. Lady
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- Lady Senfible. He opened an afylum, ora place
“of ‘retuge, or {anétuary in a confecrated grove,
and gave public notice, that all perfons, who had
reafon to fear any profecution, thould be fafe
dn this place, and pretetted by him, and his fhep-
herds. - Upon  this, thieves, murtherers, debtors
under apprehenfion of being confined, perfons re-
duced to indigence crowded from all parts, and
Romulvs found himfelf three thoufand and three
hundred ftrong. :
Mifs Sopty. You muft own, he might as well
‘have made ‘him®If chief of a band of robbers.
What fafety could there be in Rome, more than
in adangerous foreft ?
. Murs. dfable. This leads us to admire Romulys’s
capacity, and great endowments, who brought
fuch people under obedience to fa'utary laws,
which they obferved punttually. L7
"~ Lady Louifs. It does not appear, that they quit-
ted their former profeflions ; they had been
thieves, now they are become public robbers.
For after all, they had no right to the country
round them; Numitor had only allowed Romulus
about four miles and a half ‘of our meafure 3
conlequently, the overplus they had, they ftole. -
Trs. 4fable. Be pleafed to mind what [ am
about to fay. All wars, and all conquefls are not
unjuft. I don’t find, that Romulus arcacked any
neighbour ;5 he ftood upon the defenfive ; and
furely felf-defence muft be lawful, It is alfo:
juft ‘to infift on being indemnified, when a prince
is attacked without reafon. Romulus, would be in--
demnified in land ; ‘where is the harm ? -
--Lady Charlotze. - And pray, who maintained:
them, before they had thefe lands ? :

Mrs,
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Mrs. Afable. You have juft now been told,
that Numitor gave Romulus an extent of about
four miles and a half in land. ‘He divided this
land into threec unsqual parts ; the largeft he dif-
tributed equally to his men, for tillage, in-fuch
manner, thatall might {fubfift by their work:

Lady Céariotte. 1 eafily underftand, how a man
may live by his labour; buthow did thofe, who
had large families, find a fubfiftance for their
children ? : -

Lady 8enfidle. The ficft Romans had neither
wives nor children ; they had either never been
married, orhad forfaken their wives. o

Lady Violent. How came the city of Rome ta
fubfift fo long, without the inhabitants being
married, and having children'? '

" Mrs. Afable. They foon provided themfelves
with partners, asdady Senfible will tell you.

- Lady Senfble. Romulus obierving, that the greater’
part of thofe, who had joined him, were un-
married, deputed embafiadors to all the neigh~
bouring towns, with propofals for marrying their
young women to the inhabitants of this new-
built city. His deputies were reje&ed in all places s

~the Sabines were not fatisfied with. refufing the
offers' made ; they even infulted them, and an-
fwered, that if Romalus would fet up an Afilum
for all worthlefs women, as he had for wicked
men, he would be foon fupplied with fufficient
numbers.. Romulus was nettled, and advertifed a
grand folemnity to be held in honour of Neptune,
which was to continue three days. The inha-
bitants of all the adjacent towns flocked to the
feaft, but particularly the Sabines. After the firft
day, the Romansinvited the firangers very civilly.
into the city. They entertained them handfomely,
and lodged them in their houfes, and took this

oppor=
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opportunity to make {ome acquaintance with the
young women, that curiofity had brought to fee
this folemnity. The next day, Romulus gave the
fignal agreed on ; every: Roman {eized a young

woman and carried her home ; the gates of the

city were Iocked upon the. fpot, and Romulus ore
dered the nuptials to be celebrated, according to
the cuftom of the country. '
. Lady Lucy. Oh, Mrs. Affable! T cannot abide
that fame Romulus ; it would have been much bet-
ter forthe poor young women to be flaughtered,
_than forced to marry men, utter firangers to
them, and whom of courfe, they could not
dove. ;
Mrs, 4ffable. Not long ago, I was telling you,
that prudent matches were generally ‘happier,
than imatches hursied into -by inclination. This
thews it; fome time after, thefe young women
had liberty given them 1o leave their husbands,
and to go home; two only accepted the offer ;

and the reft declared unanimoufly, they were fo-

contented with the behaviour of their husbands,
that, rather than part with them, they would
part with their lives.

Lady Luey. The Romans muft have carried very
handfomely to engage their affe@ions; and I don't
well underftand, how fuch men, - as they are' re-
prelented, could be fo much altered in fo thorta
time.

Mrs. 4fable. They became other men, as foon
as they took to work, and fubmitted to the wife

laws eftablifhed by Romulus. That you may have’

an idea of his humane difpofition, I will give you
but one inftance. It was cuftomary among many
heathen nations to make away with weak and
deformed children, as the Lacedemonians did s bue
Romylus more prudent and humange than Lycurgus,

did
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did not confent to the eftablithing of this law,
without great repugnance, and to render it ufe-
lefs, he ordered, that the parents of thefe unhappy
infants fhould not-lay -violent hands upon them,
till three years were expired, not only becaufe it
was poflible for them to grow in ftrength, and be
changed in other refpetts, but alfo- becaufe he
thought it impoffible, for a father or mother to
go to that excefs of barbarity, as tokilla child,
they had brought up. three years, and who had
thewed his gratitude to them with his little in-
nocent carefles. But as monflers of barbarity
and cruelty are to be found, that is, fathers and
mothers, who hate their children, Romalus, who
was a -prince of great fore-call, provided, that,
before they proceeded to the execution of this
cruel law, they {hould previoufly aflemble the
chief relations on the father’s and mother’s fide,
and take their advice on this matter,

Lady Lucy. You have reconciled me to Romulus; ¥
forgive the rape of the Sapizes on account of his.
kind laws, in favour of the little children. :
.. Lady Fiolent. Pray tell ‘us, what was the go~-
vernment of the Romans # Was not Remulus their
firft king ? : e LT i

Mrs. Afable. He was, my dear; he brought
together all the firft inhabitants of Rome, and
asked them what government they would chufe ;
they anfwered, the monarchical, and appointed
him theic ficft king ; but yet his authority was not
abfolute; he had choflen a hundred men to form
a parliament, which they called the Sezate and
which Romulus was obliged to confult in matters
-of importance. The people alfo had authority
to decide in fome particular affairs. b

Lady
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“Lady Louifa. That is my favorite government..
A king, whofe authority is limited by the authority
. of his parliament and of his people. 9%

Mrs. 4fable. This is very right, in an eleive
kingdom, but very dangerous; and not proper, as
I think, in hereditary kingdoms.
~ Mifs Raral. °Tis happy, that you have not.
obliged us to depend altogether upon your opi-
nion. I can mever come into yours, in this ref-
pet. Arbitrary power, and too much liberty
are my averfion. A mean between the two, is
what I ke, and what, I think, appears in the
primitive government of Rosme.

Mrs. 4fable. 1 join with you in the love of
liberty, equally removed from arbitrary power,
and licentioufnefs ; liberty is my idol, I own ; and
that makes me fonder of a monarchical govern-
ment. ‘This may feem extravagant; I don’t yet
infift upon your believing ir, but only beg, that
you will fufpend your judgment, till the fequel of
the Roman Hiflory decide, whether I am right or
Wro;_lg. Go ‘on with it, lady Senfible, if you

leafe. '

A Lady Senfible. The Sabines fpent two whole
years in preparations, to be revenged of the Ro-
mans, as moft of the young women, carried off by
the Romans, were of that country. They drew .
near Rome, to form the fiege of that place. The
citadel was built upon a vaft rock ; Tarpeius the
governor of the citadel had 2 daughter called
Zarpeia. The unhappy creature was' very fond
of gold, and, as the Sadine foldiers wore brace-
lets that refembled this rich metal, the longed
for them. Upon this, the fent word t0 Tatius
their king, that the would deliver the gate to
them, if they would give her the fine things

: they
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they wore on their left arms, for -fhe-did not
know they were called bracelets. :

". Tatins promifed upon. oath, {he fhould have the
things they wore on their arms- without farcher
explication ; but when the gate was opened for
the Sabines, they threw their bucklers upon her,
under which fhe was finothered and buried. Mean
time, thie Romans being awaked ran to arms, and,
the engagement was fo furious, that there was
great reafon to fear, it would end in the rotal
deffruttion of the combatants on' each fide. But
the Sabine women could not bear the fight of their
husbands {laughtered by their fathers and bro-
thers, they.took their little children in cheir arms,
and threw themfelves difheveled between the twos
armies, which obliged the parties;, to whom' they
were equally dear, to lay down their arms. Iere
they affured their relations, they were fo well
fatisfied wich their husbands, that they would lay
gown their own lives, before they would fufier
any attempt to be made upon theirs, and by this
means brought chem to give their confent to a
peace. - It was agreed, that for the future the Sa-
bines, and the Romans, {hould be.one and the fame-
prople; and that Zasius {hould reign jointly with
Romulas.

“Mifs Bella. You faid, notlong fince, that wo-
men were not {o courageous as men ; but you fce
here, that the Sabines.expofed their lives, ftepping
in among {o many fwords, and runnidg the ha-
zard'of being wounded or killed.

‘Lady Lucy. This reminds me of your promife
to give'us proofs from natural philofophy. of the
fuperiority of men above women, which you have
not yet done.

Mrs.
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- Mrs. Afable. 1 never faid men were {uperior
to women, but that the laft were nor fo ftrong’
and courageous as the former. Now ftrength,
«courage and valour are not good qualities.

Mits Sopty. Indeed, Mrs.” Afable, your way of
thinking is very odd in feveral particulars. For
inftance, I never heard from any ‘one, but yours
felf, that firength, valour and courage were not
goad qualities. '

Mrs. 4fable. To determine, whether T, or others
judge right, the different opinions muft be exami-
ned, and I promift to give up my way of think-
ing, as foon as it is made clear, that I am mif=-
taken. Lady Louifz, who do you think, ‘was the
more courageous of the two, Cyras or the High-
way-man, that fuffered yefterday: ? '

Lady Loxifa. There is no com parifonr; Cyrus to
be fure. A

Mrs. Afable. 1 fhall not depart from the me=
thod I have ufed ; itis a troublefome, but a fure
one, I muft have nothing under definitions. What
is. meant by courage ?

Lady Loujfa. A man is faid to be a man of cou-
rage, when he expofes himelf without fear, to
the greateft dangers; hence I fay, that courage is/
a,contempt of danger, and of all that men com-
monly dread moft, as death, torments, being def-
pifed, &c.

Mrs, Afable. 1 ftand by this definition; and
will thew from it, that the High-way-man has
maore courage, than the hero and the conqueror.
Of a hundred high-way-men, fourfcore and ten,
at leaft, come to their end at the-gallows; ‘of as
many heroes or conquerors, above half efcape the:
death they have dared in bartle. I'mmortality,
glory, henors, rewards, and now and then duty in-
Courage heroes ; and the glittering prolped is vexjﬂ

: : Ay wel
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well adapted to raife mortals above their natural,
timidicy. - The high-way-man, what does he.
expett but fhame, ignominy and punifhment ?
Youmuft own, he ought to have a greater ftrength’
of mind,than the hero, becaufe he has little tohope.
and all to fear. Hence courage of itfelf is no
commendable quality, and is generally the off-
{pring of ferocity or defpair. The motives, which
determine it to aét; are tofix the idea, under which"
this quality is to be confidered. Women there-
fore are not to be efteemed inferior to men, becaufe
2 tenderer conflitution of the body does not com-
monly faffer their fouls to admit the fame con-.
tempt of death and pain, as appears in men.. .

Lady Lucy. I have a queftion to propofe.,
Where can the connexion be between fuch a
difpofition of the body, and courage, which is a
quality of the foul? : '

Mrs. Affable. This may be in part owing .
to the difference between men and women,
I have feen skulls of both; there is a dif-
ference in the bones, that form the skull; and I
think, that there are more futures and feams in.a.
woman’s than in a man’s skull.

Lady Mary. Are there feams in their skulls ?

Mrs. Affable. The head is compofed of feveral
bones, that have an edge formed like a faw ora
comb ; they are {o nicely and exattly divided, that "
the teeth of the faw or the feftoons, if you
chufe to call them fo, lock faft in the hollow
part, of the oppolite bone, and join very clofe.
But, befides this difference, a woman’s bones are
generallylefs, and not fo hard as men’s ; their fi-
Bres are more delicate, and the brain is tenderer.
All this contributes to their being not fo ftrong
as men, but more fenfible of pain, and lefs able

to bear it. Add to this, natural want of ftrength,
the
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‘the -difference of education. Men, from their
youth, are ufed to more violent exercifes, than
‘women, and the tenderer manner of ' their breed-
ing up contributes but too much to the weaknefs
Ao remarkable in our fex. - ; :
Youask me, how the weaknefs of the body' can
influence the mind; furély you ‘have forgort, thar
‘the body is 'the inftrument, ‘whereby the foul
‘comes acquainted with all external things about
‘us. A woman’s brain, being of a tenderer and
fofrer fubftance, receives a livelier, bur a lefs
‘durable impreflion, ‘and indeed, not firm enough
‘to be of any long ftanding. <And'this accounts
‘for women, in generdl, having meaner and ‘nar-
“rower ways of thinking, -than men, believing
“dreams, being ‘afraid of {pirits, and inclined to
“fuperftition; as thefe feveral objeéts make a live-
dier impreflion upon them, than commonly they
do on ‘men. Whence they are, moreover, -lefs fit
for fublime and abftract fciences, becaufe their fi-
“bres are too - nice and délicdte to bear that tenfion,
“or ftretching, and are in ‘danger of breaking, if
“they are ‘not frequently flackened and: relaxed.
‘Lady. Louifa. That is, in plain terms, they would
be in danger of going mad, if they followed the
“fame ftudies with men; ’ds very mortifying.
Mrs. 4ffable. Not atall, lady ! Were you ever
-athamed, that you could not fly-? :
Lady Louifa. No; I am made by nature to
“walk, and not to fly. :
‘Mrs. Afable. Well 1"You -are formed by na-
“tute, with 'a capacity for agreeable ftiences.
Here ladies generally fuceeed better than men.
‘" Believe me, my dear, the advantages are 'very
equal ; and, if men have fome advantages we
“have not, women have feveral, which nature has

Vor.. IV. C 0ot
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;noftl beftowed upon them, and which they feldona

oflefs.

5 Lady Lucy. Mrs. Affable, a refleion occurs to
me. Hitherto I have had very wrong ideas con-
cerning feveral things, and I find they are the ef-
felt of ignorance, with refpet to the meaning of
words, even in my own language. "

Mrs. Affable. This is too often the cafe. We
takein, with the language, the prejudices of our
teachers, and malfters, whoare commonly ftupid
beyond imagination. One would think, that pa-
rents defignedly pitch upon nurfes withouta grain
of common {enfe; they are fucceeded by maids,
no better than the nurfes; and hence it is of high
importance to weigh, and examine carefully the

- fignification, and import of words, to be {ure, that

-they fignify the objeft, whereof they give us an
idea ; otherwife we are expofed to continual mif-
takes. Now let us return to Romulus; how did
he diftribute the inhabitants of his new city ?

Lady Senfible. Into two clafles, the Parricians
and the Plebeians, that is, the nobles, and f{uch as
were not noble. And he appointed at the fame
time, that the Nobles only fhould enjoy offices,
and employs ; that is, the dignities were referved
to the {imaller number, and the greater were pre-
cluded from them, for ever. {

Mrs. Affable. How do you reconcile this with
liberty, lady Lowifa ? ; '

Lady Louifa. It wasunjuft, but did not affe&t
their liberty. Romulus obliged no one to live in
Rome thofe, who difliked this inftitution, were
frée to leave the city, and to fertle clewhere.

Mrs: dffable. Very right; but do you think,
that parents, fathers and mothers, can bind their
pofterity to fuch difadvantageous terms? Sup-
pofe I was born two hundred years after the

foun-
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foundation of Rome; my father is a Plebeian ; I
muft be fo of courfe; I am qualified for the
greateft employs, and have not liberty to afpire
to them. With all my fine talents, I muft pafs
my days ‘in inglorious obfcurity, and fee above
me, a et of men inferior to me in merit and ca-
pacity, who can plead no merit, but being born
Patricians. If I am not pleafed, you tell me, I
‘may go into voluntary banifhment ; the receipt is
really incomparable. All the liberty of a Ple-
beian, is reduced to the free choice of forfaking
his country, or living in a low condition, without
-any hopes of ever feeing it mended.

Lady Tempeft. This can but have very bad con-
fequences. Tis like two different nations fettled
in Rome, and whofe interefts were fo much fepa-

.rated, that it was impoflible they fhould have any
-regard to each other. _ '

Mrs. 4ffable. Romulus was aware of the confe-
quence, and thought he had found proper means,
to obviate all inconveniences by allowing the Ple-
beian families, the choice of a protetor or a pa-~
tron, from among the Patricians. Thofe, who
-chofe a patron, were called c/ients, and they had
teciprocal ties to one another.

Lady Senjile. The ladies will be pleafed to fup-
pofe, that twenty Plebian families put themfelves

_under the protettion of a Patrician. He was

called their Patron, they his clients. If a client

had an ation at law againft :another, the patron

was to plead the caufe, and recommend his client

“to the judges. If the client was attacked, the
patron was to undertake his defence. If the pa-,

. tron was engaged in a caufe himfelf, all the cli-
ents put on mourning, and accompanied their pa-

_tronin a body, to thew him refpett ; if he put in
~for any employment, they gave him their votes
' ' 2 and
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~and intereft. They were obliged to give him thejr
afliftance on all occafions. If the patron’s houle
_was burnt down, they helped him to rebuild ir;
if he could not give his’ daughters fortunes, the
_clients were to raife their portions among them-
felves., No attion was allowed between the pa-
~tron‘and the client ; nor were they fuffered to ap-
.pear as evidence one againft the other; thatis,
_1f a patron had killed a ‘man in prefence of his
client, the adminiftrators of juftice could not
“compel the client to depofe againft, and to ac-
cufe his patron. All thefe refpettive ties between
* _patrons and  their clients were facred, and could
‘not be violated without infamy and facrilege ;
_burit was free for any one to kill with impunirvy
the .perfon, who had broke'through thefe obliga-
tions. ; 3 {
. Mrs.. Affable. . Ladies, we don’t learn hiftory
merely for curiofity and paftime, Our principal
"yiew is to, form our, moral corduct, and to better
_our undéerftanding. - I defire your thoughts about
_the means taken by Remulus to unite the-Patrici-
A.&m "and '-P/e&ez'a'zu. ‘VVhat do "yo'u 't.hinkz ]ady
Wirty ? A €2 334
Lady Winty. I théuald thiok, that the Plebeians
_were mere flaves to. the Patricians; and -that
_they Ioft more than they got by the bargain. °
‘Lady Zuey, 1 find but ene, {ingle'advantage on
_the Plebeians fide. . The vanity and interefl of the
_ Patricians confifted in having great numbers of
“clientsy. the Plebeians:had free liberty. to. choofe
_whom: they . pleafed for: theirpatrohs ; and, no
-dbubt, ‘but chey;pitched upon. the per.on, who,
_they thought, had moft worth, with a great thare
;of., goodnefs band  humanity. ., "This  of courfe
“ohliged  the ‘Patricias 1o . the. piactice of  thefe
“yirtues in favour of~the Plbeians, ‘who Were al-
o : = moft
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mof} fure of meeting with a good treatment from
their patrons, and thofe, who defired to have them
for clients. - , iteh ;
" Lady Wiuy. That is to fay, their Havery is
mutual. The Plebeians, atthe expence of their,
wealth and perfonal fervice, carried the protec-
tion of their patrons, who on their fide, requited,
the attachment of their clients, by their good of-
fices, and virtuous example.

" Lady. Louifa. Lady Leg is quite right 5 if there
was a fort of flavery, it turned out to their ad-
vantage, who were under fubjettion. ,
Mrs. Afable. Slayery therefore, fubjeftion, re~
firaint, are not always eyil. The clients loft thelr,
liberty, in feveral refpetts ;- as for example, they
were not. free, to retufe afliftance to their pa-
trons. It was not in their power to plead againit
them, and to accufe them in a court of judica~
ture ; and this facrifice of their liberty, this fub-
jeCtion was to their advantage. - Let us go on, we
{hall find. many, farther proof; of the cruth of ‘my
opinion, and. the fallhood of lady Loxi/a's, \'y‘mc,lg'
I thall'now. remind yowof,” = 5311 il

oA man o be [aid trucly free, is be that flands,
in rw'a‘n'tfof any. thing qéa{;;, bim, Of all gcq;{
things, Lberty. is the befty: e e
" You fee, my dear, that the Patricians and Ple-
beians flood in mutual want of each other, and
that a reciprocal dependance and connection pro-
cured -them adyantages, which were far greater
than liberey. =~ i iy b

Mifs Sophy. Lady Senfible faid, that the Ple-
beigns were obligéd: to give their votes to the Pa-
tricians, their patrons, when they put up for
places, or employs. I don’t very well underftand
the meaning. |

)

(i, FI0E “Mis.
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Mrs. Afable. For the underftanding of this
particular, I muft explain:a little more the na-
ture of the Roman government.  Romulus, having
called the Romans together, left them the choice
~of agovernment. They pitched upon a mixt go=-
vernment ; thatis, they divided the fupreme au-
thority ; and gave it to the king, the nobility and
the people ; you are not ignorant, ladies, that a
{ftate governed by a king, isa DMonarchy ; a ftate
governed by nobles, is an Ariflacracy, and that,
where the people rule, is'a Democracy.  The three
governments fubfifted at Rome. " Some affairs
vere decided immediately by the king, but, in the
far greater number, he was to advile with the
fenate, that is, the nobles. Laftly, other things de-
pended on the people in general) as the choice of
a king, and of perfons to dignities, and places.
Lady Senfible, tell us how Romaulus came to his
end.

Lady Senfible. I faid, when the Romans made
peace with the Sabines, that the two were only to
be one nation, and Tatiws was to reign jointly
with Romulus.  Tatins was murthered abour three
years after ; and Romulus, who found his authority
well fixe, began to govern arbicrarily, without
giving him{elf any uneafine(s about taking advice
of the fenators. The fenate, highly provoked, were
upon means to make away with Remulus, which
could not be compafled without great difficulty,
as Romulus was the idol'of the peopte. It is pre-
tended, that they entered into a. confpiracy, and
difpatched Romulus in the fenate; and to prevent
a difcovery, they cut him into fmall pieces, which
they carried off, under their fenatorial robes.

In the mean time, the people were greatly un-
ealy, that Romulus had difappeared ; great fearch
was made inall parts, and alarmed the fenators.

' But
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But one of that aflembly lighted on a means to
ftop farther inquiries. He aflembled the Romans,
and, Romans , faid he, look no longer after Romulus.
I faw him thining with glory; and he affured me
that Fupiter had taken him from this earth, to
place him among the gods. The people gave
credit to this fable, and juft about the time a
Comet was feen, which helped the fenators to im-
pofe upon the people, whom they aflured this was
Romulus himfelf, who was pleafed to appear 1n
this new form. ;

Lady Witty. You promifed to explain what a
comet is, and fomething elfe, I don’t well re=
member. Oh! Ele&ricity, I am fure it was.

Mrs. Affable. That fhall be the firft meeting.
But now fomething farther we muft have about
the Romans. Romulus, being very prudent, confi-
dered by himfelf, what means were fitteft to in-
creafe, and to perpetuate his new city. He had
grounds to [ufpe&t, that the neighbouring cities
would be jealous, and endeavour to ruin Rome,
which- made it neceflary to have troops for its de-
fence. That this thould not be wanted, he de=
termined, that every Roman fhould be a foldier,
that is, obliged to carry arms till a certain age. .
Upon this condition, he gave every man a parcel
of land. The Romans, when engaged in no war,
were employed in husbandry; when they were
attacked, they left the plough, to take up the
fword. This often happened, whilft Romulus lived
and they were conftantly vitorious. Their ene-
mies finding, that they were always worfted,
begged for peace ; but which Romulus only grant-
ed, on condition, that they would allow him
fuch an extent, and tra& of land. He then
would fpeak to the prifoners he had made during
the war, and fay, if you are willing to ftay with

C4 us,
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us, you.fhall be ¢itizens of Rome, and L will give
each: of you a patch of land, that fhall be your
propernty. The generality of the prifoners, who
had no being in their own country, willingly ac«
cepted thefb terms ; thus, whenever he was- jn-
vaded, he acquired an increafe of dominion and
men ; and in effe@ Rome was greatly increafed be-
fore the death of Romulus. Farewell, ladies, the
comets thall be remembered, and with them we

wilL clofe the firft leflon.

D} ALO®GUE XXIX,

Mrs, Ar A2l £,

A DY Viedent. Go on with the Book of

4 Tobiz. '

Lady Violent. Tobias, and his guide were to pafs
througha town, where one Rague! lived, a friend
of his father Zobit.  Rague/ had one only daugh-
ter named Sareb, very beautiful, and very rich;
but withal very unhappy. She had been married
feven times, but all of them were killed by the
evil fpiric the night, they were to have bedded:
One day, that Sarab chid a fervant maid for fome
faule, the maid to be revenged, reproached her
with the murther of foven husbands. Sarab was
fenfibly affli&ted with the reproach ;- but, inftead
of taking revenge, and corre@ing her fervant,
fhe retired to her apartment, and there, upon her
knees, bathed in tears, fhe put up this prayer to:
God. O Lord! Thou kmqweft, that I newer coveted

a hufoand, and have kept zy. fou) clean Jrom all
' Corim
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toma;g/ceme ._7f I confented to take a hufland, I
did [o in, obedicnce to my father. Mean while thon
pumjﬁe/f e /zwere/j, by leaving me fxpafea' to the
cryel reproaches of @ Jervant. If it is thy wwill, that
I be married, Jend the bufband thou haft defig 394 Sfor
me, and p;attéz bim againft all attacks of tbe evil

77 Zt
# God heard gracioufly the prayer of the diftrefs
fed Sm ah and the angel of the Lord, wha came
with (frém we are, {aid he, arnved at the towm,
. where Rqouel hves, and 1 have a great defire to

brmg on 4 marriage between you and his daugh-
ter, the vi mmus Deauuful and v\ealthy Sarab.
Your father will approve of the match, for Ra-
guel .is both a friend, and’ a relation, ancL the
tight of inheritance appelmmeth to you morg
than to_any other, by mar rying his daughter, aca
cording to the Taw: oF Mofes. 5 have heard o<
bias 1ephcd that fhe has had feven husbands all
of whom died i in the maxrxacre chamber, by mcans
of the evil fpirit.

The ancef anfwered and f:ud they' came ta
that, end, Lcca.uﬁ they were not w orthy of her.
You mu& ‘know, thofe who have fiot wrtyous
intentions to be mqrrked fall under the power
of the devil. As foon as Sam/a fhall'be Vour wxf?:
you fhall Iock yourfzIf up with her, in your
¢hamber'; and both of you fhall {pend the three
firlt nights in prayer, - without any body’s pri=

vacy. You muft sot forget burning on the coals
the liver of the fith you killed.’

Tobias refolved to obey the angel’s 'xdwce, and,
when he came to Raguel’s, he deﬁred his confent
to marry his daughter. Raguel Wwas in great con=
cern at the pro;,oial he knew Tobias wis an only
and ‘well beloved 1011 of his parents, and he

drcadCd bhis & ;1€€Lﬂ0 vuth the fage of his for'ner
gy - fons="
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fons-in-law. However after many difficulties
made, he gave him his daughter, and that night
he rofe, to make a grave, for a private interment
of his fon-in-law, fuppofing him dead, as the
others were found.  7obias fpent the whole night
in prayer, with his bride, and in the morning Ra-
gue/ with fear and trembling, called at their
chamber,. and was tranfported with joy, to fee 7o-
bias alive, and well. He preffed him to ftay fome
time with him, but Zobias anfwered ; it is impoi-
fible, he faid ; my father and mother reckon every
moment of my abfence; if I don’t come back
within the time appointed, they will believe fome
fad accident has happened.
. Then the angel fpoke to Tobias. Stay here;.
faid he, and I will go for the money due to you,
by which means your ftay at Raguels, will not
make your journey Ionger. Tobias accepted the
ropofal ; the angel’ came back with the money,
arab’s father and mother took leave of their-
daughter, gave her, and their fon-in-law their
blefling, with a great and rich fortune, and a.
promife of all they were worth, at their death.
. During thefe tranfaions, 7obias’s mother was
very uneafly, fhe went outevery day, and got up-
on an eminence, in hopes of difcovering her fon
coming home ; fhe came back difcontented, and
teized her husband with reproaches. At laft the
fpied bim, and was all in raptures, when the
found he returned in good health.
+ Tobias cams into the houfe, and firft did whaz
he was ordered by the angel. He tack of tke
gall of the fith, he had killed, and ftroaked his
father's eyes. lmmediately the whitenefs pilled
off, and the holy man recovered his fight. Afeer
Dvbias had given: an account of the many favours
received from his guide, Tobiz-was at a lofs, how
Lo
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to make a grateful acknowledgement, and offered
him half of the wealth and {ubftance, his fon had
brought home. .

Heve the angel ftopt him. I muft, faid he, let
you know who I am. I have appeared by God’s
fpecial command, as an fraelite, but I am the
angel Raphael. All thefe days I did appear to
you, but I did neither eat, nor drink, but you did.
fee a vifion. With this, he difappeared, and left:
the whole family overpowered in tranfports of
joy and gratitude, to the Lord.. Zobit lived to an
extreme old age, and to fee the offspring of 7o-
bias and Sarakb. Before his death, he defired his
children to leave Nineweh, that they might not be
overtaken by the punithments hanging, over the.
heads of the finful inhabitants.

Lady Zucy. How could the fmell of the broiled
filh’s liver put evil {pirits to flight ? The devil is
a mere {pirit, how can he be affefted by a good.
or bad {fmell ? ,

- Mrs. dffable. Your refleGtion is much a-propos,
lady. But God might require this proof of
Zobias’s obedience, and reward it with the fuc-
cefs we have heard beftowed on his fidelity. But
the account I {hall. now give you, feems to me,
{fomething probable. Take this always with you,
that God, who is wifdom itfelf, does nothing but
what ferves to fome good end or other. He does
not muleiply miracles needlefly ; and the common
courfe of nature takes place more generally, than
means, which are apprehended by us, to exceed.
the power of created nature.

For example, where it was faid that the devil
had ftrangled feven former husbands, it may not
be underflood literally. Hands are neceffary,
which the eyil fpirit has not, for that work, but

C 6 power
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Power ofﬁx, with the particular permiffion 0f3
God. ' L i3

God has fometimes permitted the devil to enter-
into a body, but that was not neceﬁary here. He
was at liberty to caufe a diftemper in the perfons’
whom God had abandoned to his power, and the
diftemper, occafioned in this manner, mIUht have
all the appearances and effe&ts, as if they had
been ftrangled. Now very Pofﬁbly, the {moak
of the ﬁlh s liver broiled on 'the coals was a re-.
medy to prevent the faral confequences of that'
diftemper; and as I have faid before, we cannot
be fure, that the effe® was caufed by means with-
in, orabove the or 3er, and. power of created na-
ture. '

Mifs Friwolous. But is thele any truth in the
fpirits havipg POWEF to give us ditorders, aml tq,
take away our lives. 1 txemb]e .to thmk on’t ;
the devil is fo malicious, that, at this rate, on€
could not.be fafe a quartex of an hour.

Mrs. 4ffable. Surely you have not already for-
got the hl{’rmy of the fuffering Fob2 The. devil
covered him with ulcers from head to foot, but
he had to this effelt an exprefy perxmfﬁon of God
wthout wlnch he could not hav(; touched a halr
of his head. ;

Lady Lu} I take it, that we have nothing to
fear, being, as we are, under the immediate pro-
te&tion of God, but ¥ would gladly know how the
devil could brm'J on fuch an ulcer, even with thé
permiffion of God. Did God give him power to
work a miracle 2.,

Mrs, A ble. There was no need of ‘any fuch
power, niy dear. The devil, who is 4 fjirit, is of
2 nature far fuuperior to ours, and if God left him
at liberty to exert his malice, he cou] d work very
ftrange effelts, by the know ledge he has of the
firuQure of our bodies The w hole frame may be

pus
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put into utter copfuﬁon, by ftopping or diforder=
ing one fingle fpring., And this rmgbt be the
means employed by ?atan, againft 70b 5 bur, la- .
dges, we afe got into a ftrange, kind of an age,
where the falhionable world all fet up for wits.
Many would make a jeft and ridictle of me, were
our converfatlon to- get abroa.d for my, Pare, F
wﬂl ftick to the holy writ; whatever is there,
believe without dny doubt.  F find there, that thc
devil firack Fob; far from calling this in quefhon 3
I fhould look upon myftIf, ‘asa mad, foolifh, ex-
travagant creature, if I iufpended my behef'
even for the fhorteft moment, of thofe thmgs,
which God has been leafed to reveal.

Mifs Frizobus. Fhere is another frightful thmg
in that frory, the devib’s power over Lho‘e, who.
marry .without a good intention. )

Mifs Zma Play, Mis. ﬂﬂlzb/f, ‘el ‘us'what 1 in=
tention a chriftian muft have in marrying.

Mrs. Afaéle. Marrage muft be unde rtaken,
w1th a deference to the w;H of God, who deftines
the greater number of mankind for that ftate, to
have cbxldlcn, which are'to _be brought up in Lhe
fear and love of God, to give chlldlen to the
charch,  fubjelts to the "cax, and citizens to
heaven But of* this more a mr;}y hereafter, . forl
am refolved not to flip Sy ene remark, th'sc can
be made, on what I have juft pow faid. -

I promlﬁ,d to {2y fomething of Eledricity, "It
is a natural pheznomenog, ‘whi h theignorant mﬂ
always look upon as a miracle, Irrwmc L{dres,
that there is upcn the table a 1¢ ong 1ollow piece of’
glafs, called 4 tube. Rub this uxth a blt oL
clcm or which is better, with your h: nd, it it is
quite dry. Put the tube near fmall pieces o
leaf-gold, or neara peacock-feather. The leaf-
gold wilk be feen flying about, and will at laft

: fix
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fix on the tube, and the feather will move to the
glafs, and return to its former place.

But this is nothing to what I am going to fay.

If you rub the tube a little more, the leaf-
gold and the feather will go up with a fmart and
quick motion, and touch the tube, then it will be
repeiled violently, and keep pendulous in the air,.
of themfelves, without the appearance of any
thing like a fupport.. When you rub the tube in.
the dark, fparks appear betwixt. the hand and the
tube ; the {ame happens where an iron bar, or a.
wet cord is placed.near the tube..
" If the tube be turned about by means of a:
wheel, and you touch the tube flightly wich your
fingers; there will appear fparks of fire under.
them, which make a noife like hair that is burn-
ing, and is alfo attended with a {mell.
_ Xf an iron-bar is fufpended horizontally by two
filken ftrings, at a certain diftance from the tube,
two continued lights will appear at one end of the
bar, and flathes of fire at the other. But if you
place your finger within an inch of that end, a
flath of fire will come and prick your finger.
fmartly. Ifdrops of water are thrown all along,
the bar, and the hand be carried along near the
bar, every drop will produce a flath.

All this is very furprifing, but nothing to what
follows.
. Stand upon a cake of rofin, and take hold of
one end of the bar ; your body will then have
the fame qualities with the iron-bar; fparks of
fire will be drawn from every part that is touched,
which will caufe a pricking pain in yourfelf, and
others. If with the other hand, which does not
hold the bar, you put your finger 1nto a {poonful
of fpiric of wine, you will fet it on fire; or if
you give the fpoon to another, if that Perfonhhi;

. . O‘l p
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hold' of you, and put his finger to the fpirir, it
fhall burn in the iame manner. And if thirty
perfons ftanding on rofin cakes, hold one another
by the hand, one whereof has the bar in his
hand, all of them, when and where they are

touched, will likewife caft out fire. i

Lady Mary. In good truth, Mrs. Affable,are noe:
you now making game-of us- # Why.? what you
have been talking of is downright impoffible.

Mifs- Bella. 1 believe the firft part eafily, for I:
can take up firaws with a ftick of fealing wax very:
well, and confequently the tube may draw leaf-:
gold or feathers.

- Lady #i:y. But have you feen the fire coming’
out on. all- fides- without burning thofe perfons ;-
or have you only read in it fome book ?

Mrs. Affable. Ihave feen it; my dear, and fele:
it, and many other things which I could fay, but:
muft put off to another time for fear of being:
quite tedious.

Lady Violent. Oh no I Mrs. 4fable, if that be-
all, pray go on, pray tell: us what you have:
feen.

Mrs. dffable. If a man be placed fo that hiss
heels be near the glafs globe, or the rube, and:
that many hold their hands above his head, his
“hair will ftand on end, flathes of fire will come
out, and form as it were, a crown of rays.

Mifs Sop#y. They fhould not have my head for
the experiment. I am for no crown of fire.

* Mrs. dffzble. Tt does no harm at all, but there:
is another thing which is very fenfible,.and which
} had the courage to try.  And I have ventureds
upon the tonitruous or fulminating fjark. -

Mifs Molly. What is that, Mrs. Afuable? Is i
fike thunder ? ;

Mirs:
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Mers. 4ffable. What is' ftriély - called the toniy,
truous or fulminating fpark, or flath, ‘has 4 great
affinity  to tlmm.der and hghtemng, as it has
firength-epough to kill feveral animals. I dxd, not
ventare thas, but fomet;hmcr like it. .

Ithappened in the country, and for a little fport,
all the fervants were called up, from firft to, laft,
weall took hands, as if it were for a round, da‘nce.
Chance placed me next to,an OVErgrown Country:
girl, who laughed heartily at the ceremony, and
who. could not guefs, wherg all this hurry would
end. When we were all in ran and file, the,
lady at the abad of us touched the glafs- globa
with her finger. At that very m”ram; we 3l felt
asatwere 4 1ap on the elbows with a ccudgel. My
ne;ghbovr tHe over-grown 1ervant maxd surned,
abouc very haftily, a,nd {eeing, her lady that was
not fav.off ; indeed; msdam fh¢ {aid, tlus 1$ not:
at all pretry, to be called up for a druibbmg bout.
All that could be faid was to no puspofe, the
would not be perfuaded, bat that {ome one of

_the dompany, had ftruck hpl 5 and gesting with
her back clofz to the wall, fhe defired to have:
t),sus ovér again.. . |She found that fhe was ﬂru ck
in the, fam,e marmer and as fhe Ln\,w ‘that no_ one
was behind her, the conclm.ed ‘the o/d gentleman,
was at the bottom of tlns ‘and cou]d never be:
brought to-belisve other wile.

Lady Lucy. In truth, Mrs. Adfable, the covntr,r
lafs was not {o, much out of the way. Youfay
that you have "el and feen all tHele Lhmgs 7 I
undoubted'y believe it ; bug at the fame time, itis
really extrgordinary.. I would give the, world to
know the natural caufes of thele prod.mea

Mrs. Affable. 1 1hall the next time talk about
this fulminating /par%, and explain in the beft
manner I can, what a learaed friend of mine has

4o Writ,
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writ, concerning the caufes of thefe prodigies. of
nature, This is enough for to. day. Lady Winy
will now-go- on with the fories, that relate to
Cyrus.

Lady #irty. Cyras was hunting one day,. when
fome fndian embafladors came to his. unkle, Cya
axares had fent for fuccours to.their nation ; the
king of Babyion had done the fame ; they like a
wile and prudent people difpatched theie ems
baflidors, to. be informed about the occafion. of
their difference, that they might fupport’him, whe
had juftice on his fide.

Cyaxares immcdiately fent an exprefs to Cyrus,
and defired him to come with fpeed, and at the
fame time, to put on the magnificeat apparel,
which the meflenger took with him. Cyrus obs
ferved, that he could not comply with thofe ordess
at once, chofe that, which moft futed his hus
mour; and fetting. out inftantly, without any lofs
of time in drefling, he came allin a {weat, and
covered wich duft. © His unkle inquiring, why he
had not put on the drefs that came with his.ex«
prefs, I thought Cyrus anfwered, I fhould thew
3 greater refpett for you hy my prompt obedi-
ence, thanany magnificence in drefs. vi:ng

Mifs Frivalous, Had I been Cyraus, I would have
put on the fine clothes, and found good reafons for
fo doing. I find, Mrs. Affable, that we have a
ftrong propenfity to do our own will, and to fol-
low our inclinations. 2]

Lady Sincere. But where is the harm ? N othing
is more natural. - ; 1 3 ;

Mrs. Afable. There occur a thoufand trifles,
wherein you may follow your own fancy; buta
young lady of good fenfe,and who would be happy
in the world, accuftomes herfelf early to oppofe hen
own inclinations, to meet with fewer difiiculties,

. when
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when the time comes, that it will be neceflary te
facrifice her will and pleafure to another's. You
remember the tale about Fara/; he was never
happy, till, by dint of contradi¢tion, he ceafed to
have any will of his own. Ask lady Tempef,
what benefit the has found from being thwarted ;
fhe went home, where the had the beft woman in
the world for her governefs, with this fmall faulr,
only that the good woman, makes her from morn-
ing to night do every thing contrary to her own
will.. Three years-ago, lady Zempe/i would have
fcratched her face off, and died of wvexation,
“to think fhe muft be ruled by her; and now this
g ves her little or no uneafinefs. _

Lady Sincere. But that is deteftable, to ufe a
grown up young lady, as fhe is, like a child.
Tell me, my dear, how could you contrive not
to be quite miferable, when you are contraditted
and crofled » I am fure that receipt would be of
great fervice to me. :

Lady Tempefi. 1 will with Mrs. Affable's leave
give you an account of myfelf, and, I tell you
before hand, not much to'my commendation.

- To begin, 1 was fadly fpoiled, and that very
zarly ; it was not my mother’s fault; the would
by her own good will, have brought me up very
well; but I had an unfortunate deftuxion on the
eyes 3 and the Dofors were pleafed to fay, that I
fhould Iofes my fight, if any one made me cry,
I underftood this perfe&tly well, and gave my-
felf up to every whim and maggot; and now I
cannot but wonder, that perfons could be found
patient enough to bear with-me. My eldeft fifter
fuffered prodigioufly by my ill temper, and I
made her a martyr of patience. At laft mama
finding, that my eyes were cured, but pride and a
exofs temper continued {till, took a refolution to
SR put:
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put me in Mrs. 4fable®s hands. Thefe ladies re-

member my infolent behaviour and language to
her in the beginning ; I heartily beg her pardon 5
but had it been in my power, I think, I could
have killed her. She was fo kind, that fhe made
herfelf a macch for me,and never would fuffer
any difrefpe&t from me. = She endeayoured to per=
fuade me, and - make me liften to reafon ;- and
then, to tell the plain-truth; T was much affefted
with the good example of thefe ladies. 1 began
to mend, but very flowly. Mrs. Affable com-
mended this fmall amendment, as if it had been
much more.  She praifed, carefled, and rewarded
me.. Infenfibly, fhe gained my hearr, and I re-
folved to mend for her fake, not to give her
farther trouble.  She afterwards made me under=
ftand, that I had greater obligations to God, than
to her, and therefore muft do more to pleafe the
Creator, than to pleafe any creature. When the
love of God became the motive of my attions;
every thing was {0 eafy, that T was quite aftonithed.
God gave me daily new ftrength. And finding
that with God’s afliftance, ¥ had brought my will
to defire nothing but what was reafonable, I took
arefolution, by Mrs. Affable’s advice, to take a
ftep farcher. “She certainly forefaw, as I believe,
the dreadful governefs, into whofe hands I was
to fall. T began with contraditting my own in-
clination in indifferent matters, and am now di’
pofed to prefer without repugnance another’s will
to muine.

Mrs. 4fable. You area very faithful hiftorian,
your account of your falf is nicely exa&. Follow
this example, lady Sincere, you will find it of great
fervice.  But, lady Tempeft, you will not find the
terrible governefs' at home this evening ; your
mama is too much pleafed with your behaviour,
* neg:
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not to endeavour to do what fhe can to make,
your life eafy, and has difcharged her. Nothing,
is got by crofling young ladies in. their innogent,
diveifions ; it is very proper for them to have;
fuch cammand over themielves,as to forego fuch
paftimes 3 but it is beft, when. they form them-
felves to fuch.good habits, .This. may. be recom-.
mended without infilting upon it fo feverely. Lady
Senfible. will be pleafed: to. go on with fomething
relating to Cyrus. ' g
_. Lady Seuftble. Cyrus, after many advantages oba
tained againft the Babplonians and their allies,
obliged them to return to their country. Cyaxares

judged the war to.be at an end, and told his
nephew, he mufl go ;back to.his own, kingdom 3
Cyrus replied, that chere was no ftanding {till in fa
fair 2 way,; that the enemy was only: retired tQ
gome back with greater forces ; and that, to pres
vent their thinking of any-fuch, expedition, it was
neceffary to -attack them at home. ‘Thisunder-
taking was above the reach and courage of Gys
axaress and he refufed following his nephew’s ad-
yice. ‘That cvening at fupper; (Cyras's defign was
brought on board; and Cyaxares who according €9
the cuftom. of the. Medes, had drunk too much,
gave, his nephew leave to take with him all the
Median troops that were willing to, accompany
bim in the expedition. He gave his confent morg
to make. 2 jeft of Cyrus; than out of any otheg
motiye ; becaufe he was fatisfied, the officers and
foldiers in the Median army were fonder of theiy
lives and their eafe, than of being expofed to the

dangers and fatigues of fuch an expedition.
Cyaxares was not apprifed of the efteem and af-
feStion Cyrus had inipired to the IMedes in his
favour ; his example and his foldiers had changed
them into other mep. When the kipg’s confens,
: came
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came to be known all unammouﬂy were for
following Cyrus, and the troops, which he obi’ged
fo ftay, were under the Urcateﬁ: concern.

Gyrus {et out very eax]y in the morning, and
“was advanced at a good diftance, when his uncIe
awaked, Surprifed to fee fo few -about him, ‘tie
.asked what Was become of his drmy ; ‘he “was
_very angry, when he was ‘informed what had
“happéned, ‘and fent off an expréfs to his nephew
to {end his forces back. = Cyrus wrote to him very
refpe&tfully, but with becomiing courage, that he
.had his word, and promife, which he “could not

“acquit him of with hénour. He marched on,
_entered upon the Babylonian dominions, and took
Aeveral of their places. The foldiers under Cyrus
‘avoided committing any diforder. And the gra-
cious young prince was {o humane to thofe he had
overcome, that he intirely gained their hearts. Se-
' veral great lords diffatisfied with the king of Ba-
b)larz offered their intereft and the ftrong placcs,
- where they commanded ; but his behayiour to

. the princefs Penthea was what completely deter-
“mined the public in his favour, and fixed him in
their efteem.

Mrs. 4fable. Lady Vislent T know has téad that
ftory, and will relate it.

Lady Violent. ‘The froops tnder Cyrus ‘made
| Penthea, a “moft-beautiful princefs, prifoner. ‘As
; he \Xas informed the princefs had a husband, he
. would not fee her, for fear love fhould’ foften his
}warr Ayoung lord and a friend 'of Cyrus {for
~that prince had an advantage unknown to’ mofk
monalchs) rallied Cpras for miftrufting himfelf.

Tow comes it, Sir, that you,' who face the greateft
“dangers without chancmg your colour, tremble
wuh fear and apprehenfion of ‘fecing two' bedu-
“siful eyes. I have more courage than you ;

how-
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however beautiful a woman may be, I am not
afraid the will overcome me, contrary to my in-
clination ; and, if you will truft me with the care
-of the princefs, I promife you to get the better
of the fair enemy, who appears fo dangerous
:to you. :

Cyrus {miled at his temerity, and, to teach him
an_important leflon, committed the charming
prifoner to his care. At firft, the young lord
found her -extremely beautiful, was dclighted
with looking at her, and thoughr it a fatisfattion,
- wherein he might be indulged without any confe-
quence. , But, infenfibly, and without perceiving
it,he grew quite enamoured with Penihea ; athamed
of having failed in his promifes to Cyras, he re-
folved he would at lealt keep his love to himfelf]
as if a perfon, abandoned to a violent paffion, could
be mafter of his own aions. He foon found
_the impoffibility of executing this {cheme, and,
_after he had laboured hard a long time to {mother
this inclination and keep it fecret, he concluded
_he could not be in greater mifery, than he ‘was at
_prefent, and ventured to declare to Pentbea the
paffion which fhe had infpired.

Lenthea, who was virtuous, to the greateft degree,
was much offended at this declaration ;and, not to
be longer expofed to addrefles of this nature,
wrote to Cyrus and complained  of the audacious
prefumption of his favorite. = Cyrus was. not at all
furprifed, it was what he expetted ; he ordered

.an old lord of his court to tell Penthea’s young
guardian, that he was not fatisfied with hi$'con-
duét. The old nobleman, who was of a rough
turn and auftere virtue, aggravated matters {o,
and reproached him with {u¢h feverity, that he
threw him into defpair, :

Cyrus
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Cyrus,informed of the melancholy fituation of
his fayorite, fent for him,and very mildly repre=
fented to him, that he had only met with what his
prefumption deferved ; he advifed hini to be, for
the future, more circumfpeét from the remem-
brance of his fault, and he added this great truth,
that thofe, who expofed themfelves on fet purpofe,
{eldom efcaped the danger. The young lord was

fo affefted with his prince’s goodneis, that he
threw himfelf at his feet, and, out of a defire
.of repairing the paft offence, offered himfelf to
go over to the enemy, and be a fpy for-Gyrus. :

~ Gyras accepted the offer; and his favorite,
under a pretext of withdrawing from the dif=
pleafure of an irritated mafter, made his efcape
to the king of Balylws court, who gave him a
handfome reception, as he thought him diflatisfied
with Gyras. '

Meanwhile Adrafius hearing, that the regard,

which Cyras thewed to his Penthea, had alienated
.2 faithful fervant from him, thought himfelf
obliged to make up that lofs, and came with a
confiderable body of troops to offer his fervice to
that Prince, Within a few days, a great battle
was fought; and Penthea helping her husband on
with neat quilted armour, which the had wrought
with her own hands; this, faid the, is an oppor-
tunity to pay the obligations you have to my ge-
nerous guardian. - He has refpeted me as a fifter,
and guarded me, as a facred depofi: convince him
by your behaviour in fighting for his fervice, that
we are not unworthy of the kind regard he has
had for us. ,

As Penthea faid thefe Iaft words, fhe could not
~hold her tears, as if the had a prefentiment,
_that they were the laft, fhe fhould ever fpeak to
her husband. In effet, the never faw him afiér,

: , ‘He
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He fought W1th courage and deferved tobe ad-

mired by Gyrus, for he'tidd" not contributed a littla

to the victory that was obtained, and tliere loft his
life. Gyrus beffowed his tears on that brave per=
ion, and fent his rémains to'the unfortunate Peéx-

‘thea and ordered a pompous furéral. The faith-

‘ful Penthea wathed with her own hands the wounds

of her beloved husbard; and her grief rofe to

that degtee, that {he expxred in paying this laft
and forrowful duty ‘to ddraftus. 'The Prince of

Perfia, haying no other way to thew his gratitude

gl}d efteem, commanded a2 magnificent Maufo/eum

‘to be érefted, where he depoﬁted their afhes.

M. ﬂfaé/g There is not a fingle circuniftance

in this Ttory, whi¢h does not offer ver y proper and
ufeful refle€tions. ‘What are yours, Lpoy Louifa'?
 Lady Lozifa. Iam not unlike Cyras’s favorite';
I think myfelf invincible, and have oftén laughdd
‘at thole, who, with mote fénfe than I have, al-
~Avays “tremblé at the .leaft appearance of dmﬂer.
X thought the Horour of ‘otr “fex required more
_codidge, and ~true virtie ‘was that, which had
beﬂn trxed in the . occafion.

" "Mrs. Afabié. “Tis tre, madam, but ‘take no-
tice, that you muft not venture ‘into the occafion.
d will dwell longer updn this‘article 3'it is of the
_ greateft confeq&ence. Do you know the differerice
T make between the modefteft and the Ioofelt wo-
‘man? ‘What' do you fay, mifs I» iwolous 2

" “Mifs Frivolius,” The firft is well inclined, arid
“the fecond’s inclinations are not corre&ed by edu-

cation.
Lady Lueg. For my part, . I am of opinion, that

" one has-more religion, and the other none. :

" Mrs. dffuble. And I am very ‘fure, that ' thefe
are only diftant caufes of the virtue or irregularity
" of women, Put all the Lucreria” id-the tniverle

together,

(
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together, let their inclination to virtue be never
fo great, I maintain, that they cannot perfevere,
if they expofe themfelves to the occafion. Lady
Louifa pretends, out of refpet to the ladies, that
they are to be fuppofed more fteady and refolute 3
lhe little knows the fort of courage requifite in
the war, that is to be waged againft dangerous
paflions. = Gyras behaved like a hero, when he de-
clined the engagement; he knew, the only way
to overcome was to fly. But it muft be alfa
owned, that lady Luzey is very right, when fhe
fays, that a great fund of religion fecures the
virtue of women in as much, as it recommends
the avoiding dangerous occafions. '

Lady Loui/a. Here is fomething, that bears very
hard upon my pride; you muft have, 1 think,
an_extreme bad opinion of women’s virtue.

Mys. 4fable. Not at all, my dear, T efteem
them in general; but I judge like a geometer,
and a philofopher. I weigh, on one fide, the power
of human virtue, and on the other, the principle
of corruption, whereby original fin has infetted
our hearts; and T find already, that the fcale in-
clines horribly to vice. It is true, I am not lefr
without help. I can throw into the {cale, that
rifes, the divine afliftance, which we have grace
to obtain by fervent prayers, and a watchful ac-
tention over ourfelves. This, indeed, put into the
fcale oppofite to corruption, may prevail; but if,
by the greateft of misfortunes you add, to the
weight of corruption, dangerous occafions, to
which you freely expofe yourfelves, you will cer-
tainly fall ; you are morally fure to fall : and if
you efcape with virtue in fuch occafions, I fhall
think it a greater miracle, than the prefervation
of the three children in the burning furnace.

Vor. IV, D Lady
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Lady Zucy. But what is underftood by thofe
dangerous occafions, where we muft certainly fall, -
if we expole ourlelves wiliingly to them ? To
avoid, we fthould know them.

Mrs. 4ffable. Occafions are twofold, {fome re-
mote, and others, which I may call more imme-
diaté occafions, and near to fin. The more re-
mote, or diftant occafions, are floth, which makes
us fond of diflipation, thews, balls, aflemblies,
reading romances and amours. The more imme-
diate occafions, and difpofing nearly to fin, are
immodefl plays, bad books, as for example, the
letters of Ninen I’Enctes, which I have feen at the
houfe of one among you ladies, that fhall be
namelefs ; a ball, where you are to meet a gen-
tleman, whofe company you affet, preferably to
others; a loofe and irregular female friend, too
free in her difcourfe, and unreferved in her con-
du&t; company, where chafte ears are offended
by undecent difcourfe.

Be pleafed to obferve, that you cannot under a
grievous offence, venture into thefe more imme-
‘diate occafions, though you fhould not fin, be-
«caufe it is really tempting God.

Mifs Molly. What does that mean, Mrs. 4fable,
tempting God ? ;

Mrs. Affable. Tempting God, is asking 4 mi-
racle without neceflity. 'We fuppofe, that you
fay thus to yourfelf, Jefus Chrift has declared,
‘that if we have faith, we can remove moun-
tains. It is as eafy for me to live without food,
as to remove mountains ; and I will begin and
- live without earing.

You fee clearly, that in this cafe, you would
expelt a miracle without neceflicy, and merely
out of curiofity. Now to evpofe yourfelf toan
immediate, or very near occafion of fin, and to

' think,
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think, that God will fave you from falling, ‘is to
depend upon a miracle being wrought in your
favour. "Had you not fought the occafion, it
would be another matter ; you might then pro-
mife yourfelf the divine affiftance, but not other-
wife.

Lady Zucy. Alas! Mrs. Afable, when we rife
in 4 morning, we ought to think ourfelves
in the condition of a perfon, who has a great
forcit to travel through, and infinitely dangerous.

Theidea ftrikes me much, Mrs. Affable ; give
me leave to reprefent it, as it appears to me. I
imagine a wood cut into many delicious green
walks, enamelled with flowers, and tables, cnm
both fides the walks, decked and ferved up with
a delicious variety of all that is agreeable. Iam
eager to enter into this agreeable and delightful
place, and am ftopt by a charitable perfonage, I
really pity your fate, fayshe: you muit of ne-
ceflity pafs through this foreft . . . .

But, I reply, why doyou think this neceflity {o
terrible and dreadful? The foreft appears {o full of
delight, that I am inhafte o get in.

One may fee, fays the charitable {tranger, that
you are a ftranger to the country. That fine
green turf covers many precipices, which you
cannot avoid, unlefs you go  very flow, and
£xamine carefully the ground you ftep on.  The
fine dithes, which cover the tables, are {o infeét-
-ed with a fubtile poifon, that the fteam is enough
to poifon thofe that pafs by. One fide of the fo-
reft is full of thieves and murtherers, who de-
light in decoying the travellers, and murthering
them inhumanly. They are ready to offer you
their affiftance, they will pretend to be your
guides, and tell you they dwell in charming pa-
daces, where you will find infinite pleafures. Their
2! figure
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figure impofes upon ftrangers, their behdviour {s
ealy, their comverfation bewitching; they are
fure to pleafe you, as you are to be loft, . if you -
hearken to them.  On ‘the other fide the foreft is
full of wild beafts; Africa is not (o crowded with
monfters; and you are in danger of being a prey
£o thems v < s ivl Honld _

‘This is the idea, ladies, which firikes me.  This
is the foreft, I am to tiavel through, il life is at
an end ; I fhudder at the thoughe. :

Lady Louifa. The profpe is {o dreadful, that
to be out of thefe dangers, the only means, we
have, is to retire within four walls in fome remote
folitude. . wroft - baliats

Mrs. Affable. You cdnnot be under too great
apprehenfions and dread, my dear; this fear is
falutary ; but remember, that you cannot avoid
going through the foreft, The way to the man-
fion of your heavenly father lies through. it; in-
finite glory will meet you at the end, and will
cecompenie the labours, you have. undergone in
this laborious and painful conrfe, 41107

Inow refume lady Lugy's'allegory, which T ads
mive; drer heart isfull of what {he has faid y It is
the languageof ber heart; and therefore it has
afielted you ;. for the heart, they fay, moves that
other,. to which it fpeaks. :

Let every one fuppofe herfelf the perfon oblig-
ed to go through this foreft; what would you
do ? Tell me, Mifs Zina; you areto begin your
journey very'{oon'; the dangetis' mear at hand. -

Mifs Zina. The firft thing I thould do, I think,
would be' to sake advice from the charitable
ftranger, and be dire€ted by him in avoiding the
dangerous places. gty

Mrs. Affable.  So you would net give yourfelf
up to mirth and diffipation 2 Sipeuk f>

i = 4 Mifs
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- Mifs Ziza. On the contrary, ‘I fhould be unfes
the greateft terror, and would ufe my Pbelt en-
deavours to ‘diive away all ufelefs ideas, and to
give all my atention to his' good counfel.

Mts Afabls. Tn my opinion, he would advile
you to be very circemfped in every ftep, to fiop
your nofe and ears, neither 'to-be allured by the
fmell of the meat, nor feduced by the difcourfcs
of thofe wicked perfons, he had defcribed. Fam
moreover perfuaded, he would provide you witlt
arms to kedp off the monfters, that fivarm in the
foreft, and that, with thofe weapons, you would
be enabled to make your ‘way happily ' through
this dangerous ftage. : : -

Lady Lucy. So that, to avoid the dangers, that
frighten me, I muflt be taken up with the choughe,
where I may with fafety fer down my feet, that
is, the places whither I may go with fafety, and
thofe, which I am to avoid. “ I muft keep away
fnoc only from' the ptecipices, which”ave the
more  immédiate and dire&t occaflons of fin, but
I muft alfo keep from' the edges, for fear of the
ground fhrinking away uader me, which will be
efchswing the more diftant occafions. T will alfo
ftop my ears, that is, I will keep an exa&t guard
over my f{enfes; and ufe the arms put irito' m
hands, which are, as T rake it, the grace of God,

_prayer, confidence in his mercy, and a great mif=
teult of my ‘own weaknefs. - i

Mrs. Affable. With' thefe precautions you may
travel in all fecurity ; my deareft, Itake uponme
to infure the fuccefs of the journey, and difpenfe
with lady 'Leai/a’s confinement to a prifon.

Mifs Zina. I fhall be no longer furprifed with
what I have ‘hedrd, that in }raz’ice, and other
countries, many young perfons get into convents ; -

A thefe’
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‘thefe reflexions are quite calculated for retreats of
this nature, . ‘

Mrs, dgable. Tt happens but too often, thag
they take the, world with them into thofe con-
vents, where, in this'cafe, far from finding a re-
fuge, they meer with many more dangers, than in
the ternible forelt, juft defcribed,

Lady Louifa, 1 caprr conceive, how any can
have the courage to confine themfelyes for life,
I would chufe 3 houfe {eparated from the world,
without being engaged for ever. That would be
an honourab)c, retreat for young women of g
{mall fortune,. or for others, who. chufe to re-
tire from the grand monde. _

Mrs. dguble. Mylod R, . ... +»Whoyou, know,
1s one of the wealthielt peers. in lreland, had the
{fame thought. In his travels, he faw fuch a houfe,.
as you defire, in Denmark, and was. affelted
with the advantages the public receiyed from this
inftitution, that he made a will, whereby he
left all his eftate for fuch a foundation, if he hap-
pened to die, before he was married. He is mar-
ried, and - has children ;. but it is to be hoped,
that God will infpire fome rich perfon, with the
fame defign. I haye heard, that they have feveral
fuch houfes in Holland 5. where pious young wo-
men, widows, and well behayey perfons, may
Tetire.

Lady Tempeff. Has not the ftory of Penthes fug-

gefted {ome other reflexion »
. Lady Tempep. Yes, Mrs. dfable. It has oc-
curred to me, that the perfon, who corredts
harfhly, does more harm than good to the per=
fon correéted,

Mils Zira. And I thought, that princefs was
very courageous to exhort her husband to do his
duty, with the hazard of his life.

Mrs,
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"“Muvs. Affable. That is true courage, and xeal
Tove. It determines us to {acrifice all’ to our
duty. No oneyin effect, can charge Penthea with
indifference to her husband, fince ihe died of grief
for lofing him ; tho’ fhe chofe to hazard a life ex
tremely valuable to her, rather, than he {hould be
wanting in point of courage and gratitude to his
benefattor.

What ails you, lady Wiy 2 you cry, my dear
friend. : ‘

Lady Wirty. Nothing at all, Mrs. Affable. 1
beg you wilk not take any notice of it ;. I will teld
you after the leflon 15 over.

Murs. Affable. 1 beg you will, my dear; for
you give mea good deal of concern. Lady Ser-
Jible will tell us another ftory of Cyrus, which wiil
put an end to the lefion.:

Lady Senfible. The fame of Cyrus's exploits, be-
ing {pread abroad, raifed Cyaxares to an excels of
jealoufy. He thought, and not without fome
‘reafon, that his officers and foldiers muft defpife
him, when they compared the uncle and the ne-
phew. The laft returned into’ Media, and as
foon as he faw his uncle, made all hafte toem-
brace him.. Cyaxares turned his head, and looked
‘another way to avoid his nephew’s endearments.
“This alarmed all prefent, and, in general, it was
thought, this would come to a rupture between
thent, It would certainly have happened, bus£ar
the prudence of the Jatter, who earneftly beggcj
his uncle to allow him a private conferencz,
‘When they were alone, Cyrus rejrefented to him,
that all his paft labours were only for his glory,
and fafety ; and that he brought him back troops,
that had the greatet affection, and refpett for
his perfon; in fhort, he {poke fo modeftly, and
with that deference, that all jealoufy was atan

D 4 end.
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end.  They came back to the army with fo much
tontent ‘and fatisfaltion in their looks, that the
foldiers received them with the moft joyful accla-
mations ; and all the Medes, a3 they had been di-
reéted by Gyrus, rook thejr place about their king,
who difcovered in their refpet, that Cyrus had
only infpived to them the greateft acrachment to
his peclon. At the fame time, all that was moft
valuable in the booty taken from the enemies was
brought our, and the conqueror had ordered it
1hould be laid up for his uncle. The king of the
Bledes found fault’ wich himfelf, for harbouring
thefe unjuft fulpicions; and to make amends of:
fered his daughter; who was his only child and
‘hetr, to Gyrus, who notwithftanding the great ad-
vantages, that would accrue from this marriage,
would not confent to it, unlefs his parents approy-
ed the propofal. -

' Lady Mary. . Cyaxares was but a mean charaer,
to veer abone {a, like a weathercock. e
 Mrs. dgable. You judge well, my dear. Jealoufy
isa certain fign of a low, pitiful {pirit. ;

Mifs Moily. I am at this prefent very jealous
myfelf, Mrs. dfuble. It is but half a year, fince
~my younger fifter has begun to learn on the harp-
fichord; and fhe Plays better than Ido, thathave
been two years at it. I hate her upon that ac-
count,

Mrs. Afable. As if it was her faule to have a
better difpofition, or more application to mufic,
than you have ? Fhat is really unjuft, you muft
own. You put me in mind of 2 moft {ad thing,
that happened fome years ago, and which you
fhall hear the firlt tine we meet.  Adieu, ladies.
Lady Wiry, you will be pleafed to flay a lictle
longer. -

DIAs
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: DIALQG-UE XXX.
Mrs. AFFABLE, Lady WIT‘T-Y.

Lady WrTTY.

¥ Can hardly fpeak, Mts. Affable, T was like to
have dted with checking my tears. TIhave
fomething very terrible to fay ; you will defpife
mé, and hate me, Fam fure on't. ,
- Mirs. dffable. Dear lady, you think me very
unjuft ; have you forgot, that I am your friend 7y

Lady Wity. Noy Mrs. Affable, I know, that you
ave a real kindnefs for me, and I am under fo
much more trouble on that account. You will
think, that ‘T have not repofed that confidenice in
}[o'u, which T onglits tho’ ind:ed the reafon I had
for not fpeaking to you fooner, was, that I had
been exprefly forbid. _ 7
* Mrs. Afable. And who thould forbid you ? Had
it been my lady, you muft not difobey your mo=
ther on any account. ‘

Lady Winy. No, Mrs. Affable. Tt was lady
Mifihief. ¥ou know, that, for fome time paft,
‘we go into the country every faturday, and {‘raé{
there till monday evening ; fhe was the foidet
of me, that could be; and I took her to be the
beft friend T had in the world. T muft own, I was
very ftupid. I had very good reafons to think fhe
was no friend ; but I dare not tell you why.

Mrs. Affable. What fhould hindet yod my
dear ? In the fitft place, you may depend upoi
the firicteft fecrecy. - Vil
: Ds Lady
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Lady Wiuy. 1do not miftruft your keeping my -
fecret; but it refle@s injurioufly upon  Mrs,
AfFable.

Mrs. Afable, Is that all;, my dear? Have a
good heart, and make yourfelf perfeltly eafy.
Speak your mind, as, if ‘what you have faid. re-
garded fomebody elfe, -

Lady Witty. One reafon, I"had to fufped lady-
Mifchief not being my friend, was, that fhe enw.
deavoured all {he could, to put me out of conceir -
with you; fhe was.ever telling me, that you was
an old crofs woman, who, being paft pleafure,
would not allows any to others; the faid farther,
that, as you was not a.perfon of noble birth, and
had never lived in the great world, you could not
be a judge of the behaviour, that became young
ladies of rank; in fhort, the faid a thoufand
things more, which I can affure you, I never
believed.

We have always a great deal of company in-
the country ; and as the gentlemen are very po-
lite, they always fay the moft civil and agreeable
things to me. I ‘began to fufped, that my new
friend and acquaintance looked.u on thefe civi-
lities with fome jealoudy ; for, as Iie is. very ugly,
no one makes her any compliments. I let her lee
what I thought. on the -matter ; upon this, fhe
kiffled me, and told me, that, asIwas both younger
and prertier, than fhe was, it could not be won-
dered; that I had the preference ; bur, faid. fhe, to
thew you that I am not jealous.

- L have a.coufin, a-mojft amiable:perfon, who.
dotes on me, as ugly as I am ; for my part I
don’t love him ;. and another gentleman has my
bearc.  But, for all thar, I am greatly pleafed
With being loved by the other. It farters my va-
nity, and, befides, he is o good humoured, and
' ' v Lo~
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¢omplaifant. All his endeavours are to pleafe me,
and he makes me prefents of all the trifles, I can
with. A lover of this temper, you fee, is not
to be flighted ; and yet, I will make him over
to you ; I have defired him to be here to morrow;
youare a charmeér’; he muft love you, as foon as
he fees you; I thalllofe him; but, if you have
him, that is comfort enough.

I own, Mrs. 4ffable. 1 was not a little pleafed
with my friends favorable account of my beauty ;
T was however fhock’t with-her entertaining two
lovers, and asked her, if her:mother knew it~

That is a good one with all my heart, anfwered
my friend.  Can you think me {o ftupid; as to let
this come to her knowledge ? But, now F think
on’t, won’t you go and declare this to your Mrs:

able 2 1 can tell you, Ifhall never forgive you,-
and will ceafz being your friend, ualefs you pro-
mife faithfully neyer to fpeak the lealt word
about it to her: :

I fhould not have made her this promife, but I
was fo apprehenfive of forfeiting her friendfhip,
that I came into her terms.  Camyou forgive me,
Mrs: dffable 2. R0

Mrs. Affable. Yes, very freely, dear lady. Every
fault, that is owned, is forgiven ; but go on.

Lady #ity. I continued, and told my friendy
that I always locked upon it as very dangerous,
to liften to men, unlefs they came with honorable
propofals. J

Hark’e, faid fhe, I love thee and will make
thee happy: There is not a greater pleafure in
the world, than numbers of adorers; there’sno
harm in it ; one hears them rtalk, and thavs all.
Promife me now to love my coufin; if thou ikl
him.-.

Tq
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To what purpofe would it be, faid I? He

muft alfo pleafe papa and nfama 5 without that
they never will give their approbation of fuch a
marriage s 'and, T am fure, I never will marry
-without their confent.
. Thenlady Mifchief, to encourage me, fell upon
all her adventures. She has alteady had five
lovers ;" and told me, fhe would g0 on changing,
till the could light upon a proper perfon to be
her husband.

Mrs. dffable. Indeed, fhe bids fair for waiting
2 long time. Young women of that ftamp are
Yoo defpicable,and too much contemned ever to
find hustands. Good God ! dear child ! into what
fad hands are you fallen ! But continue your
account. Did the coufin come ?

Lady Witn. Yes, Mus. Affable ; and 4 charming
young perfon he is ; but that was not the motive
I had to love him ; *twas my wretched pride. He
praifed me o much ; and I am fo fond of praifg,
that I loved him, I thought, eut of gratitude.

Mis. dfable. Did you tell him fo, my dear ?

Lady Wiy, No, Mus. Affable. But my friend
did ; and I had not the courage to difown her; I
even went {o far, as to tell him, that he would
pleafe me much, if he would make a propofal
t0 my parents.

Mrs. dfable. What was his anfiver ?

Lady #itty. That he would do it with pleafure,
but that he muft wait fome time ; that he had
no fortune, and he hoped to prevail with 1
rich uncle todo fomething for him. He was very
earneflt with me not to mention it to any one; it
would'hinder him feeing me any more; and got
% promife from me, to give kim now and then the
meeting at lady Mjfehief’s. 1 was there yelterday
morning ; fhe had the osher loyer with her; and,

v as
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as we were in her apartment, fhe pretended fhe
had fomething fo fay in private to that other
gentleman, and hoped, I would have patience
to wvrait a moment for her. But I would not
ftay in the room with this.coufin of her’s ; and
away came I,T longed to inform you of all, that had
‘pafled 5 but durft not, for the promife I had made.
Bur, when lady Lacy {poke of that terrible forett,
I thought fhe fpoke purpofely upon my account.
Thofe agrecable murtherers, I imagined, were
my friend and that gentleman. What do you
think, Mvs. ffable 2

- Mrs. 4ffable. Let me embrace you, my dear;
and let us give God thanks for the favour he has
‘thewn you. You ftood on the brink of a precipice,
my poor dear child; for, after all, if thefe things
thould be known in the world, your chara&er
would be loft. Can you conceive, how dreadful
the lofs of reputation is, at your age, at fixteen, to
be pointed at, to be a topic of converfation, and
the fabje&t of ballads ? :

Lady Witzy. Should it happen, I muft die of
grief. But, as no one knows ir, but my friend
and you, it can never be publicly known.

Mrs. 4ffable. How can you call that infamous
creature, your friend ? She will be the very firft
to publith 1t, unlefs you will follow my advice in
£h1is matter.

Lady Witty. You need only command, Mrs.
Affable ; T am {o forry for my imprudence, that I
will fubmirto every meais, you thall propofe for
repairing palt miftakes.
© Mrs.. Affable. T hope you will, dear lady. The
firft thing, you have to do, it to declare the whole
matter to my lady.

Lady Witry. O, good God ! if eyer the know it,
fhe never will look en me more,
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Mrs. Agfable. You are miftaken, my dear; you
have certainly been very imprudent ; and this
will trouble her ladythip extremely ; but the will
‘take your confidence in good part, and will be
pleafed with your giving her timely notice. Bur,
fuppofe the fhould chide you, which I don’t ap-
prehend, have not you deferved it; and is it not
very proper you fhould undergo fome penance for
this faulc ? Remember, mifs, Frivofus. She had.
no reafon to repent the confidence, the repofed in:
her father.

Lady Wiy, But, fuppofe the fhould forbid
that' young: gentleman: ever {eeing me, becaufe.
he has no forcune ?

Mrs. Ajfable. His.want of honour, and not of
fortune, will be the reafon to forbid him.

Lady Witty. You will have.it, that I excufe himy, .
becaufe I love him. No, Mrs. Affable, 1 aflure
you, it is only to give him his due. He hasa
great deal of worth ; and that is-the grounds, on
which my inclination refts. Lady Mifchief has
entertained me with an infinity of good things, he -
has done ; he is wvery charitable; and, in the
country, he gave great alms to the poor,

Muvs. dffable. And, if I convince you, that he:
is a knave, will you {till love him ?

Lady #7itty. . No, on the contrary, T will hate -
him and defpife him.

Mrs. dfuble. Don’t you {ze plainly, that he is-
engagedin a plot with your unworthy friend to
ruin ‘you ? Open your eyes to fee the difafirous .
confequences of their confpiracy. All the world .
knows, that you will be extremely rich. Your
lover is, and always will be a beggar ; what he
fays of his uncle is a tale of a tub, trumpt up to’
gain time, and which time he will make ufe of,
to difhonour yon, and force your friendsto coma

MG
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into this match, He would have continued, ‘as
long as pofiible, meeting you privately ; he would
have engaged you to write to him ; and, when he
thought you K was quite enamoured, he would
lave procured his.intrigue with you to be made

public, fhewn your letters, and contrived matters
1o well, that you mulft have been the whole town..

talk, and'by that means not one man of honour-

would. ever have theught of you: Then your
affliéted parents muft of neceflity have confented
to the unhappy match, and perhaps died of grief.
This the recompenfe of the care, they have had in
your education,.this the grateful return for the

tendernefs, which you have always found from

the kindeft. of parents? 'Had he been a man of

worth and honour, . inftead of coming into lady
Mifchief’s {cheme, he would have warned them of
the danger you. was expofed to,.in his thameful

coufin’s company ;_that would hdve been an in--

ftance of honour and affeCtion, and might have
interefted;in his favcur, both my lord and my lady,
who value virtue more, .than all the wealth of
the Indies.

Lady Wiy, Say no-more, Mrs. Afable. My~
eyes are open ;. that gentleman and his cofen are -
montfters, I.am determined never to fee again 3,

and, this very day, my.mother thall know. all.

Mss. Adfable. . You muit belides, but; with
my lady’s leave, wiite a thundering letter to lady
Miychief, and tell herthat you were {o fcandalized
at her offering to leave you alone with that gen-
tleman, that you immediately acquainted my lady
your mother witli it, and begged. as a favour of
herladyfhip never tolet her come within her doors,
Farewell, my déar, and profper; make hafte;
and putr your gocd refolutions into execution j

2

aboye all things, remember to thank.God, wha

3§



88 The Yoang  Ladies Magaszine,

in*his go‘ddnefs has been gracioufly pleafed to ftop
you on the brink of ruin.

Eiaio e S8 2 2 R T R,

DIALOGUE XXX
Mrs. ArFrFasrg,

; E have, I think, gone throagh all that re.
lates to Remulus.” Lady Senfible, tell us,
who was his fucceflor. - :

Lady Senfible. After the death of Romulus; gréat
differences arofe at Rome ;' the Romtans dnd Sas
bines each pretended to have a king of their nas
tion. - In the end the Romans “elebted Numa Pome
piliws.  He was a Sabine, who lived retired in the
country, and only accepted the crown, becaufe,
he'was told, it wasin his power to do much good
in that high ftation. He made it his frudy to
foften the manners:of the ‘Romans,; by fteaching
them to refpett religion. . He ordered 4 temple to
be eretted in honour of Fanus.  This Fanus for-
merly reigned in lialy, and his fubjeéts were {o-
happy, that the poets feigned, that, whenSaturn was
banithed heaven by his fon Fupiter, he retired into
this prince's dominions, and brought with him the
golden age , as it was called. As this prince was.
extremely noted for prudence, he was reprefented

- with two faces; to fignify, that he did not forget
the paft, and that he Iooked forward to the things,
that were to come. January for the fame reafon
took its name from Fanus with a refpeét to the
paft, and to the following year. Fanus's temple
was to be kept fhut in time of peace, and con-
tinued fo ducing Numa's veign, which lafted forty
three years. ;

Mifs
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Mifs Belia. The other day, a gentleman was
faying, that he would ere& a ftatue for the perfon,
who could fhat the-temple of Fanus. 1 did not
underftand it then; now I do. He meant the
man, that could bring about a peace. ,

Mrs. dffable. Yes, my dear, and I would fay
the fame. Pleafe to go on, lady Senfible.

Lady Senfible. Tullus Hoflilius {ucceeded Numa,
and opened the temple of Faaus on the following
‘occafion. -

Rome, increafing in power, pretended to carry
it above #lba, its mother city.  Whilft the two ar-
mies were in fight, and on the point of engaging,
fome perfons of both nations, with a view to
fpare the effufion of blood, propofed a choice to
<be made of three perfons on-each fide to repre-
fent their relpe&ive nations, and agreed, that the
city, whofe champions fhould get the better,
fhould command the other.

The terms were accepted.  The field of battle
-pitched upon was a fpot of ground, between the
two armies, and railed out. The Ramans chofe
three brothers, called Horatij, ta fighttheir caufes
the Latins left theirs to three brothers, called Cari-
atiii - At the firft onfet, two of the Horgtij weve
flain, but the three Curiatij were wounded ; and
the remaining Horatins was unhurt. Notwith-

ftanding this advantage, he thought he could not
undertake by himfelf to kill three men, who
fought like defperadoes; wpon which he had re-
- courfe to craft, and pretended to fly. The La-
tins, {eeing this, filled the air with joyful and loud
cries, whilft the camp of the Romans was under
‘confternation. Mean while, the Curiatij purfued
their enemy ; but as they were not difabled alike,
they could not keep together, and were foon fe-
parated, This was what Horatius hoped for. tf—Ie

: then
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then faced about, and killed them one after an=
other. He immediately ftript them, to adors:
himfelf wicli their fjoils, after the cuftom of thofe
times. Among other things, was a very rich
fath, which his fiter had embroidered for one of
the Curiatij, to whom the was betrothed.  When!
the conqueror entered Rome, deck’t out with this
fath, his fifter, who was apprifed of the death of
her lover, by the fafh the had worked, was over
Come with grief, and loaded her brother with re-
proaches:  Horatius ftung to the quick with his
fifter’s infenfibility to the intereft and glory of his
country, and carried away by a-rough and brutifh
zeal, run his fifter through with his fword, and
faid, if thou valuelt thy lover, more than thy
country, and thy brothers, this will fend thee to
him. All were ftruck with horror, at this bar-
barous a&ion; he was feized and carried before
Tullus Hoflilljus, who, as he defired to fave Hosarin,
Ieft the caufe to the people of’ Rome. The father
pleaded for the fon, and, with eafe, moved the
people to compaflion, and obtainad his pardon.

- Mils Frivolus. I could not have pardoned this
‘inhumanity ; his poor fifter would have reproached
‘her lover, had- he appeared before her in the
{poils of her brother.

Mvs. 4fable. Very likely; one:is more forry
for the diftrefled, than thofé in profperity. Goon,
lady Senfible.

Lady Senfible. Alba was obliged by this vi€ory
to yield the fuperiority to Rome, and Tullus pre-
tended, that twenty five Latin colonies {hould fol-

low the example of their capital. This occafioned
new quarrels and wars, wherein the Romans were

always fuccefsful : in a very little time A/ba took
meafures to thake off her fubjeGtion to Rome ; and
Zultus, being informed of their defign, deftroyed

: that.
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that city and carried off the inhabitants to Rozzes
This king is fuppofed to have been killed with
lightning,

Ancus Marcins fucceeded. He united in bis
perfon, all the: warkike qualities of Rowu/us with
the pacific and religious virtues of Numa. His
neighbours imagined, that a man, who- profefled
fo much religion, mult want courage; but he
convinced them, that, tho’ he loved peace, he un-
derftood the art of war, and always caine off withe
advantage, whenever he was arracked.

There was at that time, in. Hetruria, now call=
ed Tufcany, a man of great talents, but in lictle
efteem with his neighbours. . His wife Tanaguil,
faid to him ene day, why do you loiter here 2
go and fettle at Rome, where all f¥rangers, who
have any merit, arerefpe@ed. Zarquin tock his
wife’s advice. It was pretended, that when he
came near’ Rome, an Eagle took' off his hat and
after flying up very high, came and fet it again
upon his ‘head. Tanaguil, who pretended great
skill in auguries or foretokens, told him he was
fo reign in the city, into which he was entering.
Tarquin was perfuaded of the truth of his wife’s
prediction, and immediately took proper meafures
to arrive at the throne, which he would never have
thought on, without this, his wife’s prophecy.

- He fet out with great profeflions of worth and
honour, which endeared him to the people. The
report of his behavionr veached the king, who de-
fired to be farther acquainted with him, and, feeing
his capacity, made him his confident. 7arquin att~
ed the part of an honeft man fo naturally, that
the well meaning Marcius was deceived, and at his
death, left him guardian to his twao fons. Zarquin
made a very ungracious return for the truft re-
pofed in. him by his benefa&or ; he engaged his

pu-
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Pupils in a party of pleafure to go a hunting ; and
whilft they were at this diverfion he convened the
people, and prevailed upon them to recognize him
as their king. - -] ' AN :

Mifs Sopbp. What can be the mezning of that
fcience and knowledge of auguries. - The Ros
mans: and almoft all nations were very: fuperfti=
tious in thofe days. They pretended to forerel
what would happen by thing:, which fay open to
every man’s fight. If a bird flew more to the
right or left; if the heart on the Hyer of a beafk
offered asa viftim was found, if noghing ' extra-
ordinary appeared in the eatrails, they concluddd
feveral future events; and formed their predic~
tions. A 5b aag

Lady Louifa. But in procefs of time, the R«
mans grew learned ; and thes, I fuppofe, théy
faw the folly of auguries. - SAEED4

Mrs. Affable. 1 believe, there were always men
of fenfe, who made a jeft of this {cience; bug
they had not courage to declate their minds; for
the reafon I am about to tell you. b

- Be pleafed to remember, that the people had

fome authoriry at Rome sand, in time, i€ increafed,
to that degree, that there was a kind of contintal
contelt between the Patricians and the Plibiians.
The fenate’s determination, ia any point, was &
fofficient motive for the people, to oppafe the fe-
nate. ‘This imperious people, had a great vene=
ration for the religious laws and rites, eftablifhed
by Numa ; the Augaries were no inconfiderable
part of his inftitutions, and were intirely in the
hands of the Patricians, who only were qualified
to be Augurs, or {ooth-fayers. So, that this was a
fure means to bring in the peopleé, and'to make
them conform to the refolutions of the fenate:
Let us foppofe, that the people of ‘Rome were fov
a war,

~
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@ war, and the fenate for a peace; they examin'd
the entrails of vi&ims, or beafts facrificedy and
very gravely reported to the people, that the figns,
or prefages, were not at all favourable ; if they |
engaged in battle, they fhould certainly be routed.
This fufficed for the Romans, to lay afide expedi-
tions, which they had fhewn the greateft eager-
nefs and defire to undertake. You fee very plainly,
that it was the intereft of their nobility, to main-
tain and encourage fuperftition, as a means to
fecure the people’s obedience.

Mifs Bella. For all that, you fee Tanaquil’s pre=
dittion proved true. :

Mifs Rural. When Tanaqui! foretold any thing,
dhe was extremely defirons it {hould happen; the
elfo knew very well, that the could take very
proper meafures to compafs her withes, as the
ladies will fee in the cafe of Serwius. '
- Mifs Frivolous. T own, Mrs. Affable, that, among
many filly fancies Ihave, this thould be one, to
know beforehand, all that is to happen; if God
lefc any favours to my choice, 1 would beg to
know all the future events of my life.

Mrs. Affable. What would you be the better?
You would only have the advantage of fretting, .
and being under continual vexations, and dread of
the crofs accidents of life, that you had to go
through? '

Mifs Friwoleus. But could not I prevent, what I
forefaw.

Mrs. Afable. In anfwer, 1 fhall give you a
Jittle tale taken out of the French Magazine.
There was a man, as mad as yourfelt; in this
way. A fairy told him, that every firft day of
the month he fhould know all that was to happen
to him in the courfe of it. Mightily fatisfied he
was 3 but the fatsfattion was not tong lived; he

i "=
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anderftoc on the ficlk day of the 'year, that he
was ‘n danger of breaking borh legs and arms,
0.« going mad, into the bargain. h

»*. God be praifed, faid he ; fince I know it, {urely
I can guard againf the misforcune, T need only
keep my bed all Famuary long, at leaft, I fhall
fave my arms and legs. There he lay, and being
a thopkeeper, left the care. of the fhop to his wife
and children, and nothing in the world could have
got him out of bed. But, ane bleft day in the
morning,being alone in his chamber, the ceiling
fell in, and he was near being cruthed to death
with the ruins. He ‘was {o affeted, that he
fairly went mad, and continued fo, that whole year.
Being come again to himfelf, by dint of phyfic,
he had a vific from the fairy, who had beltowed
.on him this gracious gift. " Very angry he was,
and calt the whole blame upon her, and to her he
imputed all his misfortunes. Impute them, fays
dhe, to your foolith curiofity ; your wife precau-
tions brought this upon you.” Had you been,
-where you thould, that is, in your thop, the ruins
of your room would not have doge you more
darm, than they did to your wife and children.
This thould teach you, friend, that thofe, who
would know what is to come and guard againft
accidents, draw misfortunes upon themfelves by
their wifdom and precaution, which otherwife
would not have come to pafs.

 Mifs Bella. It appears very odd to me, that
@an eagle fhall take off a man’s hat, and after a
.while fet it again upon his head.. I don’t think jc
natural.

Mrs. Affable. And, in effe®, it is not. But one
muft not give ‘abfolute credit to the Romans, nor
the Grecians, in thefe particular events, unlefs they
were yvery public. Here, for example, thexi_e was

no
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10 witnefs, but Targuin and his wife, and perhaps
a few flaves, who abfolutely depended of them,
and durft not fay to the contrary. A bird of
prey could poffibly take off Zarguin’s hat, and, not
finding ‘it eatable, let it drop. Zanaquil, who
made the moft of every thing, might imbellifth
the ftory, and, when fhe was placed upon the
throne, the Romans had the good manners to take
her word. Generally fpeaking, ladies, a fact is
not to be {o eafily credited, when it refts upon
the authority of perfons, who have an intereft in
advancing a falfe ftory, more efpecially, if they are
not perfons of ftriét honour. In fuch cafes you
may be a Pyrrbonian, or {ceptic.

Lady Piolent. What is it to be a Pyrrhonian ?

Mrs. 4fable. Pyrrbo was an ancient philofopher,
who being fully convinced, that our fenfes, for
the moft part, impofe upon us, took it into his
head, to doubt of all things,

Mifs Bella. Are we deceived by our fenfes?
1 have, I think, exceeding good eyes.

Mrs. Affable. Not fo good, as you imagine. If
you ftood upon a high rock, I fhould not appear
taller,than your arm is long. Your eyes would
deceive you, if you had nothing but the eye to
judge by; but reafon reltifies that defeft, and
thews, that the diftance is the caufe of my feeming
{o little.

Lady Zucy. You ave a Pyrrhonian, Mrs. Affable ;

rou will believe nothing, unlefs it be proved.
* Mrs. 4dffable. Thatis a demonftration, I am no
Pyrrhonian ; for he believed, that nothing could
be proved. He denied nothing ; and he would
only fay, it awas poffible, perbaps it wds fo. The
Pyrrbonians have been humoroufly burlesked in
one of our plays. Harlequin waits upon a yrrho=
xian philofopher, to take his advice ; the philo-
: . : fopher
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fopher continually an{wers wich a perbaps, and does
fo by principle, thinking it a wife part, becaufe
our {enfes deceive us ; and we frequently imagine,
that we f{ee, hear, and perceive things, which
really are not:  Harleguin, who grows out of all
patience with this ftuff, falls heartily on board the

hilofopher, and gives him a found drubbing,

he philofopher was ftroagly inclined to belieye,
he had been beaten, and expoftulated with Har-
lequin, who anfwered wich great compofure, perbaps
JSo, perbaps met. What, faid the philofopher, do
you make a fool of me ? I am very fure, I felt
the application of your cudgel. But pray, fays
Harleguin, don’t you know, that our fenfes mif-
inform us ? You imagine, that you have been cud-
gelled ; for my part, according to your do&rine,
I cannot {ee any thing in the matter, that can be
depended upon with certainty.

Lady Lucy I take that, to be the beft method, to
refute thofe wife gentlemen; one muft keep a
mean between ftupid credulity and ridiculous pre-
pofleflion. But, Mis. Afiable, give me leave to
obferve upon what you lately faid. You adyvife us,
to examine firi¢tly into extraordinary faéts, when
they have only fuch witnefles, as have fome in-
terelt in their relations obtaining credit, May not
it be faid, that the apoftles were the only wit-
nefles of Fefus Chrif’s refurreCtion ? This was 2
fingular event ; and it was their intereft to have
ir believed.

Mus. 4ffable. And it is very allowable to in-
quire into the truth of it ; the firft chriftians muft
have been great noddies to believe the apoftles on
their bare word. We will examine the proofs,
when we go through the evangelical hiftory ; the
proofs are cléarer, than the fun.

We
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We have only one or two ftories of the Old
Teftament left, which, if you pleafe, we will con-
clude to day. Lady Wislent, tell us that of Da-
rius’s God.

Lady Violent. Darius Cyaxares asked Daniel, why
he did not worthip his God. I only worthip the
living God, ‘anfwered Daniel. 1 can affure thee,
faid Darius, that mine is a kving God, and ftands
me in prodigious fums to keep him {o. I order
large tables, that are in his temple, to be covered
-every evening with meat; and, in the morning,
not a fcrap is to be feen, tho’ the temple-gates
are {afely lock’t.

Daniel loved his mafter Darius, and was fenfibly
affefted with his infatoation, but withal offered
to prove, if the king would-give him leave, that
his priefts were impoftors. Cyaxares conlented,
and, having fent in the ufual provifions for his
God’s fupper, ordered the gates to be lock’, ‘and
fealed them up with his own fignet. Now Daniel
had commanded his fervants to bring afhes, and
thofe they firewed throughout all the temple,
whereby he made no doubt of difcovering the im-
pofture. The next morning Darius repaired with
Daniel to the temple, and was in great delighe,
when he found the feal had not been taken off.
But Daniel ftopt him at the entrance of the temple,
and defired him to obferve very particularly the
athes, thar had been ftrewed the day before in his
prefence. Darius looking with attentiqn took no-
tice of feveral plain footfteps of men, women,
and children left in the athes.” The king was in
the greateft furprife ; he took up the priefts, their
wives and children, who thewed him their private
{ubterraneous paflage into the temple, which they
made ufe of with all their families to goand feaft
at the king’s charges.

Vor. IV, & Dariys
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Darius ordered the impoftors to be punifhed
with death, bur he was a perfon of {uch weak
judgment, that he never could get the better of
his folly. He had the weaknefs to worthip g
monftrous overgrown ferpent, and would gladly
1ave perfuaded Daniel, that it was a God. Iam
ftronger and more powerful, than he, faid Daniel,
and will flay him, if you give me leave. The king
confented ; and Daniel took pitch, fat and hair, and
made a large ball of this mixture, which he gave
the dragon,and which he attempting to fwa low
was choaked. '

Lady 0'a7y. Now this goes beyond compres
henfion, that there fhould be people {o void, of
fenfe, as to adore {uch monfters. But is this all
we are to have out of the Gld Teftament ?

Mrs. Afable. There are ftill very fine things

left in the fcripture, as the plalms, and the pro=
phetical books; but as thofe are not hiftorical, I
am afraid of wearying you, were we to repeat
thiem now ; for, indeed, I find we are chiefly for
ftories.
- Lady Mary. And now and then a pretty tale ;
we bave been long without any,” Mrs. Afable.
And yet you promiled, we fhould have thofe lady
Senfible has compofed.

Mrs. Affable. Well, my dear, I muft acquit
my promife. We have time enough, and the lady
will now tell you one.

Lady Senfible. There was a young lady, Emilia,
by name, who, at twentyyears of age, was her own
mitrefs.  She was a lady ot high”birth, poffeffed
nf greatwealth, and fo beautiful, that she fight
of her threw the beholders into admiration. She
Lad, befides, the moft agreeable temper, and wit
far above other perfons of her age and f‘ex: jur
/j;r,t many thought, the wanted good fenfe and
A , was
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was very crofs ; fhe had, indeed, fome faults,
that affected her head and her heart. Her pride
was fuch, that the muft always be in the righc;
and, when any took the liberty to contradi& her,
the broke out into the greatelt excefles of paffion ;
all that were not of her opinion were ftupid,
conceited and arrogant, as if wit and knowledge
had been confined to her head only. .
I told you Emilia was rich ; I muft add, that
fhe was as gencrous ; the made noble prefents to
the perfons the liked, but the liked only thofe,
who were of her opinion ; thole, to be fure, were
perfons of wit and merit. It muft be owned,
that, if, after you had for a year together come
into, and applauded every thing fhe faid and did,
you had ventured <o give her a bit of advice,
it fufficed to lofe all favour that moment. She
had a fifter by the fame father, but not the fame
mother. Her name was Eliantha. She was a
moft fenfible young lady, and had an unfeigned
love for Emilia, and could not {uffer the flatterers,
who corrupted that natural fund of happy difpofi-
tions and endowments. Eliantha was not rich ;
the great fortune came hy Emilia’s mother ; but
the who, as I faid before, was kind hearted, let
Eliantha want for nothing,and even invited her to
come, and live with her. The fifters did not
agree long together ; Eliantha was too fincere, to
continue in-favour witha perfon, who would hear
rothing but what anfwered exally to her way of
thinking. . '
Do as we do, faid Emilia’s fiiends and relations
to Eliantha ; as you want to live with your fifter,

flatter her and the rather, becaufe you are fure b
that means to obrain all you wifh. She is filly
enough to think herfelf perfect ; let her have her
E z way s
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way ; her folly can only hurt herfelf; be {o com-
plaifant, as to conform to her fancy. '
~ I'thould be forry to do it, anfwered Eliantha.
I love my fifter too well to be aflifting and aiding,
to complete her ruin. This good young lady went
on admonithing Emilia of her faunlts, who was {o
provoked, that, after ufing her very ill, fhe turned
‘her fifter out of doars, A
k Emilia, being in the country, faw one day a
«country-man abufe a poor old-woman, that had
broke a pail full of milk, as fhe was walking
along. The poor creature protefted much and
more, that the had not done it on purpofé; that
dhe was very fhort-fighted ; and that fhe was ex-
tremely grieved for the accident. Nothing could
appeale the brute; inftead of giving ear to the
- poor woman’s excufes, he fell on her with" the
moft injurious language, and, it was thought,
would have gone on from words to blows. Emi-
4ia, who always judged well, where her pride
was not concerned, {fpoke to the paflionate churl,
how can you, faid fhe, abufe the poor woman,
who begs your pardon ? She is forry for the milk
that is {pit; you ought to forgive her, it is a
dhame to {cold people for accidents, and what
they never Intended, particularly, where it does
not mend the matter. Here’s a crown to pay for

the pail and the milk ; let me hear no more of ic.
The old woman gave Emilia many thanks for
her great charity ; and fhe asked the poor waos
man feveral queftions about her age and circums-
ftances ; the really pitied her, for the appeared
zo be fpecial poor. "Whilft the old woman an-
fwered her queflions, fhe happened to tread upon
poor  little Cupid’s foot, an extreme favorite of
Emilia’s. Immediately Cu yelled moft piteoufly 3
ghe air rung with his icries ; he faves himfelf in
his
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his miltrefs’s arms. She, poor lady, all in tears
for her little dog, fell into an extreme paflion,
and was more abufive a good deal, than the
country-brute with the pail. The afflifted old
woman was all in a tremble; Madam, I beg
pardon, fhe {aid, I did not really do it on purpofe.
Emilia, inftead of being fatisfied with the poor
wretch’s excufes, lifted up her hand to ftrike her;
when the old woman appeared in an other figure
to Emiliz, and looked like a lady of a mejeftuous
afpet, and, with a fort of fneer and fcornful iy
repeated Emilia’s words to the rough country-
man. £, i

Nothing is {fo ugly, you faid not long fince, as
quarrelling-with a perfon, who begs your pardow
for a fault committed by mere accidenr, and
without any premeditated offence, particularly,
when the damage cannot be repaired. Let this
apen yout eyes, the lady continued. - The paf=
fions, to wlich you are abfolutely given upy
hinder and perplex your underftanding, which is
naturally geod and found. Their influence makes
you unjult, capricious, peevifh ‘and filly, tho!
God has bleft you with the beft difpofitions,-
which you will not fail difcovering as foon, as
you go ferioufly about fubduing your paffions.

Ah, Madam'! faid Emilia, are you an angel,
or a kind gemius fent. to’ undeccive me? I aml
neither angel, nor fairy, the lady anfwered. I
am known by the name of Reafon. I was in=
tended to govern all mankind ; and had they con=
tinued fubje& to my authority, I fhould have
guided them to true happine(s ; but unruly paf-
fions, my mortal enemies, have difputed my
fovereignty, and have prevailed upon moft to
caft me off. I am forced into banifhment out
of my own dominions, and have very few fubjetts

B left
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left. Would you be one and make an,addition
to my empire ?

With all my heart, Emilia replied ; but I fear
my paffions will get the better; they are o noify
and tumultoous, that I {fhall not hear your voice.
I walk very loud, Reafon anfwered ; but, as you
fay very well, the paffions raife a greac uproar ;
and this inconvenierice muft be guarded againit.
You will find in your clofer a looking glafs ; it
ts the mirrour of Refedion ; when you defire to
know your fituation of mind, todifcover the difor-
"ders it lies under, and find out the proper remedies,
retire to your clofet. Lock the door carefully, and
confider your felf in the glafs with attention. I
am very fare, you will not do this long, before
you find {trong impulfes to corre&t your faults.

Here Reafon difappeared, and Emilia not to lofe
4 moment, went home and ran immediately to
the clofet. She found the glafs mentioned by
Reafon 5 but it was {o dim, that the could diftin-
guifh nothing.. She remembered the inftrution,
fhe had to lock the clofet door ; fhe began to fee
fomething, but. {o very imperfe@ly, that fhe
could not make out the objelts, that feemed to
prefent themfelves to the fight. Now fhe was
tempted o give up all thoughts of farther trials;
however fhe gave a check to ‘the motion, and
was determined not to leave the place, till the
had feen what Reafor had promied her. Upon
this account the fat down quietly, and ufed all
poffible efforts to keep off ufelefs thoughts, that
the might only attend to the glafs. On a fudden
the difcovered a hideous monfter; the fight
had like to have frightened her ; that is you, {aid a
voice to her, which fhe found out to ‘be that of
Reafon. Pethaps you will think, the was very
thankful for the information. No, not at all;

on
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on the contrary, the was fo enraged with the com-
parifon between her and the moniter, that the got
up in a fury to break the carfed glafs, which pre-
fented that ungracious obje&. The fame voice
calied again very lond, what need, it faid, to
find fault with the glafs ? »Tis not the glafs,
makes that ugly figure, but your foul, the objatt,
which it reprefents faithfully. Tho' you thould
break it, the objeét will {till be the fame. If you
will a& rationally, the only way is to deface that
refemblance by a change of manners.

In effe&, Ewmilia faid, all ¥ have to do is to
take and follow the advice of Regfon. | am reflol=
ved; I will moderate thofe unruly paffions. Un-
doubredly I {hall go through great difficulties ; but
the greatelt may be overcome with the afliftance
of Reafon.

. Mifs Bella. Begging pardon for interrupting
you, I don’t well un:jerﬂpand, how the looking-
glafs came to be {o dull, when Emilia came into
her clofet. : :

Mrs. Afable. Don’t you fee, that the mind un-
{etrled, and taken up with what is feen, and what
is faid, is not fo well difpofed to make ferious re=
fleCtions ? Have you never feen yourfelf in the
water. 3,

Mifs Bella. Very often, in the country; I can
fee myfelf in-a pond as well, as in a glafs; but
the water muft be very ftill. If the wind blow
or my brother fling in a ftone, then I fee nothing
diftinétly.

Mrs. 4ffable. The mind, or foul is like that
pond, my dear. When it is ftill and calm, it may
by refleftion fee itfelf, as you do in a glafs; but
if it be difturbed, you fee nothing. But, ladies, pray, -
make no difficulty, when you have a mind to ask
a quefion. We are here for amufement and

B4 inftruc-
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inftro&tion.  Befides, the allegory being a Iong
one, it will be fome eafe 1o lady Senfible, who
muft reft from time to time.
Lady Senfisle. Whilft Emitia was in the clofet,
a fervant knocked at the door, and told her, that
her aunt was come to pay hera vific. She was
a lady of fome fifty years of age, but intolerably
whimfical. She never was of one mind, and to
Iive in peace with her, you was to have no will
but her’s.  And indeed all avoided her; fhe wore
out the patience of her poor fervants, and was
forced tor keep none.  Emiliz came from the
elofet to receive her gunt’s vifit, and, after the
ulual civilities, her aunt acquainted her, that fhe
came to take leave, and was going into the coun-
try. That inftant Emilia heard the voice, now,
faid Reafon,you have the fineft opportunity to mend,
that can be oifered ; if you have courage enough
to accompany your aunt into the country, you
muft every moment renounce your own mind to
be guided by her’s.
Emilia trembled at the propofil ; but as {he had:
a great thare of refolution, ihe overcame all diffi=
culties, and fpeaking to her, Madam, faid the, I
muft rake the air, and fhall be obliged to you, if
you will give me leave to wait upon you. The
good aunt was highly pleafed with the propofal,
and asked her, how they fhould go down. Juft
as you pleafe, Emilia anfwered, oh! faid the aunt,
I am abfolutely indifferent about the matter, you
fhall chufe, my dear niece, and to morrow at
cight I will come and take you up. As you have
not determined any thing about the carriage, if
you pleafe, we will go on horfe-back. I am charm-
ed with the propofal, faid the aunt, I think it ex-
ceflively ridiculous to ke confined. and {mothered
in
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“in a poft-chaife, and jolted from head to foot.
There’s an end on’r, we'll ride down.

When the good lady was gone ; Emilia was in
a fad taking at the thoughts of the wretched time,
fhe was to pafs with her aunt: She compofed her
mind, and faid to herfelf ;- as I .am refolved upon-
a change of manners, 'tis beft to do it handfomely,-
and once for all. In reality, I am going to a-
fchool of paticnce for a quarter of a year; but
I thall be abundantly rewarded, if I come back
with a better temper, and a greater maftery of
my own will.  With thefe thoughts the fteps into
the clofet; how grear was her furprife, when fhe
faw herfelf in the glafs and fo much come into fa--
vour! The features of the monfter were very near”
gone. Then Reafor {poke, and faid, the work is
half done, when it is undertaken with true refolu--
tion.

Mifs Friwolos. It is very comfortable, but’
what, I.can fearce believe; I have had a mind this
long time to get the better of feveral faults, and-
fill continue the fame. ;

Mrs. 4ffable, That mind is not very finceré.-
Take notice ; when you defire any thing earneft-
ly, you take proper-means to fucceed. Was Ito
tell you, that, for thefe ten years, I had been very
defirous of making a fortune in trade, but could-
not bring it to bear, you would certainly fay,
what hindered you? Have not you the beft
goods, are not you obliging and civil to the dea-
lers, who fend them to you, and to cuftomers, that
make ufe of your thop. Suppofe I anfwered, that”
has never been in my thoughts;- the maid buys-
and fells, as the pleafes ; I cannort take the trouble
of locking after the goods, nor be confined to the

thop, to ferye cuftomers.
B T B s Y Ohd.
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Oh ! then you would certainly tell me, I never
intended to make a fortune ; if you had any fuch
‘thought, undoubtedly you would have taken the
-meafures neceflary to that effe. :

I fay the fame to you, my dear. Are you for
making a fortune, that is, ‘are you for reforming
yourlelf, and for a true amendment, fet your hand
to work immediately after Emilia’s example.
Don’t fay, Lawould, but 1 will, and you wiil foon
fee the fuccefs of your endeaours.

Lady Lucy. This is one of thofe wifhes you men-
tioned to us ot long age. It is enough to wifh,
to put us immediately in a way to fatisfy our de-
fires (that is, with the grace of God). Thefe withes
continue as long, as we live, for we always find
fomething, that we wifh mended. :

Lady Louifa. But Mrs. dffable told us, that
withes and defires were obftacles to our happine's.

Mrs. dffable. Yes, when we have it not in our
power, to obtain what we wifh, they muft be tor-
ments. On the other fide, when our wilhes are
fatisfied, and we poffels what we defire, we are
happy, provided there is fomething new, that we
«<an ftill with for and -obtain without the help of
creatures, and under the afliftance of God, which
will never fail us. Go on, Lady Senfitle.

Lady Senfible. Now Emilia was whelly taken
up in preparations for her country-journey. - She
had no riding-habit; but fhe knew her tailor was
accuftomed to her whims, and would leave all
other work unfinithed to fatisfy her. She fent
for him.

i muft, faid fhe, have a riding-habit by eight
o’clock tomorrow. - It is now eight in the eve-
ning ; you muft work all night; in fhort, I will
haye it done. Let it be very rich and hand-
fome ; 1 thall not difpute aboyt the price, if"the

E " habig
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habit is a very fine one. Madam, faid the tailor,
that is enough, you fhall be pleafed; indeed the
tailor himfelf was very much fo, when Emilia
had thefe crotchets. She never grudged expence.
She would pay the bill without looking it over,
and he was ufed to ask twenty pieces, where the
work had been well payed with ten.

Emilia could not get a wink of {leep, for the
hurry and agitation the was in from the defire
of feeing her habit. The tailor came by five in
the morning, but, through the greateft misfortune
that can enter into the mind of man, this artift,
tho' perfe€tly well acquainted with her fhape, had
cut the habit (o i1, that it puckered on all fides.
The firft thought Emilia had was to tear the ha-
bit in pieces, and next to beat the tailor. Imme-
diately, fhe was ftruck with the voice of Reafon
calling out with might and main. If you yeild to
paffion, you will disfigure your foul and not mend
the habit; had not Reafon been extremely loud, fhe
could not have heard the admonition; for anger
and vexation made a horrible noife and buftle at
Emilia’s.  She filenced them at laft, and faid
to herfelf, I was on the point of behaving very
foolithly ; I muft take care, and, indeed, it would,
have been to no purpofe. She fat down, and caft-
ing her eyes on the ground, fhe was fome time
like a ftatue without any motion. For fhe was
taken up with reprefling the fallies of her paflion.
When the grew calmer, fhe fpoke to the tailor
in a foft tone ; I have, faid fhe, three hours good,
before we fhall fet out ; do you think you could
mend the habit in that time ? The tailor, who
fhivered for fear, and expeted a drubbing, was af-
tonifhed to fee her in that eafy temper. Madam,
faid he, I fhall be back again in two hours, and I
don’t.doubr, bur you will be pleafed. \ _

y " : When

-
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When the tailor left her, fhe hafted away to
her looking glafs.  The alteration, fhe obferved,
encouraged her to go on; fhe thanked heaven for
the graces beftowed on her, to get the maftery of
her paflion; and tho’ fhe pleafed herfelf with the
thoughts of her finery in the new habit, fhe refol-
ved to be quite eafy, tho that thould be fpoiled.
The tailor came back in two hours. The habit
fitted to a nicety, and Ewmilia waiting for her aunt
walked about every way acrofs and long a large
room, fet out with glafs pannels and pier glafles to
obferve her habit on all fides, It feems fhe had
full time for it, for her aunt came not till ten,
which gave Emilia freth occafion for a new
viGtory ; for fhe juft longed to break out, but
checked this defire.

The aunt had a habit of a year’s ftanding, and
fomething foiled ; it made a horrible figure near
Emilia’s 5 and the good lady was fo vexed, that
the was ready to cry ; but as fhe could not re-
folve to go in her old habit, fhe fpoke to Enlia,
indeed niece, faid fhe, it is exceflive hot. There
is no going on horfeback ; the fun would make
my head ake; I muft e%en undrefs, and make ufe
of my poft-chaife.

Emilia {aw perfe&tly, where the thoe pinched ;
and reafon faid to her, why thould you make the
poor woman uneafy ? She is really filly to be jea-
lous, becaufe her habit is not {o fine as yours, but
are not you fillier, to keep feveral men upallnighe,.
to fatisfy the fancy yeu had for a new ons 7 In-.
tereft made them faciifize their natural reft to your
whim ; why fhould not virtue prevail with you to
facrifice this habir to your aunt’s jealoufy ? you
may make her happy at a {mall expence.

Emilia, attentive to this advice, tells her aunt,
fhe would alfo undrefs, whillt they went for h{gr

’ FO;L"
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poft-chaife. And indeed, added she, Tam, this-
very minute, fallen out with the new habit I
Tiked fo well this morning. The colour of your
habit fyits my complexion better. I with mine
fitted yow, and we would exchange. Try it;
we are much-of a height ; and I think ic.would do
nicely. The aunt agreed with pleafure to the pro-
pofal; and when they had put on the habits,
nay, faid Emilia, now you fhall keep it; it fits
you to a wonder, no one cou'd think, but it was
made after your meafure. You lofe by the bar-
gain, my dear; but, rather than difublige you, I
accept of the offer. ’Tis a bargain, faid Emilia,
let us only think now of breakfafting. Mean while
comes up the poft-chaifc and the aunt, who longed.
to be feen in this charming habit, thought, {o she
faid to her niece, that the weather was not {o hot, .
the fun was got behind a cloud, a cool breeze re-
frethed the air;. why fhould not we make ufe: of
our horfes, fhe went on, now they arc ready ?-
With a great deal of pleafure, anfwered Emilia,.
whofe patience was almoft at an end, bur who"
kept in her refentment fo, that it could not be'
obferved by her aunt.

Lady Louifa. She had more virtue, than I pre--
tend to ;. the blood boils in my veins with only.
hearing the ftory. What would happen, if it was .
really my cafe?

Mifs Zina. You have too bad an opinion of
yourfelf; I dave fay, you would doas Emilia did..
Afrer all, what was there in it, a:-mere trifle ?
Where is the great matter to go on foot, on horfe~-
back or ina coach ? You fiill go, equally, every
way. 'Tis a great happinefs, when we can, at
fuch an eafly rate, fatisfy perfons we live with,
"Tis even our intereft. JFr makes people good:
bumoured, . enlivens converfagion, and gives anl

il 3 L e " . agrees
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agreeable foftnels of temper to the mind. If E-
milia had not condefcended in that pretty manner,
what fad company fhe would have had of her aunc
powting all the way down! In the main fhe had
a better bargain, than the aunt wich the new
habit. birs » ;

Mifs Friwolus. 1 make a plain confeflion ; I
am a woeman every inch. A new {uitis, with me,
an affair of importance, and takes up my thoughts
above a weck ; guels at the violence I muft offer,
to myfelf, had I made a prefent of it like Emilia.
Yet I own, that Mifs Zina is in the right ; and I
made the evperiment yefterday. Several bionde-
handkerchiefs were brought to our houfe; there
was one far prettier, than the reft; my fifter and
I both reached our hands, at the fame time, ta
that handkerchief; I was fo rething before-hand
with her, and got it. She was {o out of humour,
that the was picking a quarrel with me, all the
long day, for triflss; and I was {o out of patience, -
I had it in my mind twenty times to throw
the curfed handkerchief into the fire, that there
might be no more words about the matter.

Mis. Affable. Could not you have done much
better > Would that fine expedient have brought
your fifter to temper ¥ What do you think, my
dear ?

Mifs Friwobus. I own, it would have put her
more.out of humour ; there was only one means
to calm her, which yefterday I would not have
employed for the world, but fhall to day, and
pleale God. I will make her a prefent of the
handkerchief.

- Mrs. Affable. This is, what we call going effec-
tually about bufinefs. Had we Emilia’s glafs
here, you would find yourfelf more beautiful by:
onc half, But, Jady Wirty, you fay nothing there(i.-
. all
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and fit mooping. Come, be chearful, my good
lady. Tell me what you obferved in lhlS ftory.

Lady Witty. The artful manner of Emilia, in
making her aunt a prefent of her riding drefs.
She does it in a way that aims at difpenfing,
“with all thanks. That has not been my way hi-
therto. When I difpofe of, or give any thing, I
expelt they fhall be Ureaﬂy obligated to me. I
fet off the prefent, I praife and talk much about
it, and give them to underftand very plainly, how
I part wuh it, for their fakes, that they may be
the more grateful in exjrefling their acknowledg-
ments.

Mifs Fridolous. 1 thould have done the fame;
but for this finfible refletion of lady #iry. 1
will make my advantage of it; and tell my fifter,
that I have no manner of value for the handker-
chief. '

Mrs. Affable. This is running from one ex-
treme to another. It is unbecoming to fay, I
give you this, becaufe I don’t care “for it any
longer. But you have a particular reafon not
to behave in that coarfe manner. Mi/fs don’t love
you ; and, in charity, you muft try all means to
gain her affeftion. Tell her, you are fond of your
handkerchief, but more of her being contented
and fatisfied ; and that you are glad of this occa-
fion to pleafe Lier, in making her a compliment of
this bagatelle.  Go on with your Emilia, lady Sen-
fible, you mult be delighted with her for bemo'
the cccafion of {o many uftful reflettions.

Lady Senfible. 1 am indebted to the ladies for
their kind attention to this trifling performance.
But the reflettions they make are more a proof
of their folid good fenfe, than of the merits of
this 7a/e, I go on,

Enilia,
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Emilia, upon the road with her aunt, coms-
pared the peace of mind, the fatisfattion and tran-
quillicy the enjoyed, wich the difficulty the had to
overcome hertelf, and found there was no compa-
rifon. What a fool have I beeq hitherto, fhe
faid to herfelf! My pleafure before, was to have
every body about me, fubmit to my fancies ; and.
now I'find far greater fatisfaion in complacency
to others; I am happy in their being pleafed, and-
enjoy two pleafures inftead of one.

Emilia, is now got into the- country, and-
ftands with courage to the firm purpofe the had.
made, never to gain-fay her whimfical aunt. By
what has been already faid, ladies, you will judge
what the had to fuffer, for fo confiderable a time.
It muft however be owned, that only the firft:
month was troublefome ; one may grow accuf-
tomed to any thing ; and, when the came up to
town again, the was near deceiving herfelf into a
fancy, that her aunt was ftrangely mended, {o
little was the affefted with her continual contra-:
dictions ; fhe hardly perceived them, fo as to take
any very particular notice.

The ficlt vific at her return, was to the faithful’
Monitor, the Mirror of Reflection, in the clofer. How
great was her tranfport. The monfter was va-
nithed, her mind amazingly beautiful ; and Reafon
appeared to her, under the fame figure fhe did at
firlt; Emilia, faid fhe, when the firl graces are-
well employed, we deferve new ones, I here pre-
fent you with a ring, that will fecure you that
tranquillity, which you now poffefs. When you
have it on your finger, all thofe, you thall fpeak to,
will find themfelves neceflitated to fay what they
think, and todifcover the inmoft recefles of their
hearts. But as the ring can: only. ferve twice,
keep. ik carefully to make wfe of it, in the two

moft:
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moft important affairs of life, After thefe
laft words, Reafon dilappeared, that is, Emilia
never {aw her under that vifible form, but she
found, that Rea/on had taken poffeffion of her heart,
which gave her the moft fenfible fatisfa&ion. But
yet the ring gave her great uneafinels; it was to
be ufed in two of the moft important affairs in
life, but was not informed what they werei
At laft the concluded in her own thoughts, that
nothing could be of greater confequence to her,
than the choice of true friends, and of a man of
worth and henour for her husband, and kept the
ring for thefe two occafions.

Some time after, the fell dangeroufly ill, and as
the was brought in appearance to the laft extre=
mity, fhe made her will. Youth, and a happy
conilitution carried her chrough this ficknefs ; and,.
when: the recovery was complete, the invited her
relations and friends to a grand entertainment.
All congratulated writh her on the joyful occafion ;.
and the compliments on her prefent ftate of health;,
after the danger fhe had efcaped, appeared fo fin-
cere, that fhe was almoft inclined to think, the was
happy in a great number of friends. She thought
immediately, the could not have a better opporcu=
nity to try the virtue of the ring, and dilcover,.
whether the affe@ion, which her relations and
friends profeffed, were real. She put on the ring,
and inftantly a lady, a cofin of her’s, who thewed
all the demonftrations of kindnefs poflible, chan-
ged her countenance. Hadft thou been good for
ought, the {aid, thou wouldeft have given the crow
a pudding ; 1 am fure, I hoped fo, and expetted
to take pofleflion of all thy clufters and fprigs of
diamonds, which came to me by thy wiil.

Are you mad, child, faid her mother, that
{poke laft 2 Didever any one talk fo foolithly to.

others ?
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others ? I had more reafon, than you, to with
her death ; that would have repoflefied me of a
confiderable eftate, which her father ftole from
mine, and which no doubt fhe had bequeathed to
me, by way of reftitution; but I copfne thole
things to my thoughts, and 1 could have lived a
thoufand years, withour ever mentioning this
affair.

For my part, {ays another, T wifhed her dead,
not out of any intereft; fhe had taken care of thag,
‘but out of pure revenge.  Would you believe it ;
T haveadored the filly creature above two months?
I condefcended to applaud every impertinence and
foolifh ching fhe could fay ; I have been a martyr
of all her whimfical chimerical fancies, in hopes
of getting fomething by her. And yer fhe left me
but one hundred pound, which, if all was well cal-
culated, is not a penny a lic for all,- I have told in
her praife.

I fhould never end, ladies, were I to repeat all
that was faid by thofe falfe friends. It fuffices
that Emilia was fully convinced, thefe .perfons,
with all their folemn declarations of love and
efteem, had impofed upon her, or at leaft, that
their affefion, if any fuch was, refted chiefly
upon their hopes of fome advantage from Emilia.

There now remained after the others had fpoke
no one but her aunt, with whom the had been in
the country, and her ha'f-fiter Eliantha. As to
me, faysche aunt, the ring the left me would never
have made me amends for her death; fhe is a good
child ; and has been infinitely kind and complai-
fant. She made me a prefent of her habit, be-
caufe the faw, I was really jealous of her being {o
band{omely fet out, and very generoufly feemed
to take no notice of my weaknefs in that refpect.
Such things muft not be forgor; they gain the

heart,
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heal-'t, fhe has got fuch faft hold of mine, by her

kind behaviour, that I have left her in my will
all I am worth, and fincerely with her to live and
enjoy it long. I muft own, I would keep my
will a fecret. Each of my nieces flatters herfelf
with the hopes of being my fole heirefs ; this
makes them very fubmiffive, and they have all
the greatelt complaifance fo# me, which by the
bye, I laugh at, becaufe I know what it means.
They will be rarely bit, when I'die; T could with
to come again in four and twenty hours, and be
diverted with their {fourlooks.

Alas! faid Eliantha, I am pleafed, my dear
aunt, with your affeGion for Emilia 3 at the bot-
tom fhe deferves it, tho’ she is fo much out of
the way. Her faults and imperfetions have been
encouraged by thofe vile animals we fee here ; they
were the caule of the difference between me and
this dear fifter, whom I love more than my own
life, I would have willingly laid down mine to
fave her’s, tho’ fhe left me half her fubftance. I
give it up chearfully, and would do the fame with
the lictle I have, if the would only repay my love
for her with her friendfhip ; but it is to no purpofe,
the will never love me, becaufe I love her too
much, ever to flatter her.

Emilia got up and embraced her aunt and fifter
with the greateflt raptures. She was going to lay
before them, how fenfible the was of their kind
fentiments in her behalf, when the chambermaid
came in, who wanted fomething in the room, and
not being alle to ftand againlt the virtue of the
ring, madam, the faid, I with you joy of youx
recovery, and very fincerely. If your diftemper
had taken you half a year ago, ’twould have been
quite another matter ; I withed you then fix foot
deep in the ground, for you was as bad as a

: little
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fivdlecdevil.  And now you are grown fo good, {o’
fweet in your temper, that we all wept from the
fislt of your fervants to the laft of your foot~
men,

it is high time, faid Emiliz to clofe this fcene :
now I laiow what I muft depend on with regard-
to my friends. As foon as the ring was locked up,
the confufion, the company was in, was beyond-
expreflion.  All were furprifed with the extrava-
gant difcoveries they had made of their own and
others thoughts ;. and ar laff, as they could no
longer bear the fight of Emila, they fneaked
away without a word more. ,

Mrs. Afable. Now, ladies, had I fuch a ring;
would not {fome here get away in hafte for fear of
faying too much 2 I only jeft, I domt want any
ring to know your thoughts. Mifs Sophy, what do
you think of what lady SenfB/e has been faying ?

Mifs Sephy. I will learn how to diftinguifh- true
friends from: others, and' fhall never forger, that
they are not to be found amonglt flatterers. I
am moreover refolved to bear for the future with
the humours of one you know.

Mifs Frimolous. And T will ufe all my endeavours
to get the better of my fifter’s averfion ; to be fure,
I have occafioned it by my own faule, T often jeer
her and make her ftll more obftinate, inftéad of
giving her example, as certainly an elder fiffer
oughe. :

Lady Louifa. If T could with for any thing, it
fhould be that fame ring. What a pleafure would
it be to unmask hypocrites, flatterers, falfe friends
and wicked wretches | :

Lady Zay. T would not take it a gift; and,.
were I forced to accepr it; I would only make
ufe of it in thofe two occafions pointed out by
Emilia, :

Mifs.
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" Mifs Rural. I agree with you, madam. Such
A ring could only ferve to make me hate all the
world. I could like a ring better that difcovered
good qualities, than one that fhewed imperfec-
tions. I am but too clear fighted with regard to
defelts, which hinder the efteem and affeltion,
I thould otherwife have for them. And I even
think, that they affet to appear in their proper
colours, as much as Emilia’s relations and fiiends.

Lady Louifa. Well | my dear, I never obferved
that ; you would make one think, you had never
{een any good company. .

Mifs Rural. Tam inclined to fay, as Mrs. Af-
Sable does. Let this be explained.” Good company
are words, that are foon fpoken. Do you mean,
madam, fine talkers, news-paper-politicians, amu-
fing, and agreeable perfons? I know a great many
-of that fort, but they do not come up to what I
underftand by good company. I have feen a lady
come_into company, and joyfully welcomed by
all. You have, madam, fays one, the prettieft
chofen gown, I ever beheid ; it becomes you
wonderfully. For my part, fays another, I am
quite in love with your head-drefs ; you fhould
never have any powder in your hair, the curls
appear to the greateft advantage without it. The
poor lady was in raptures with being admired
about a quarter of an hour, and pofted away to
another fet to hear the fame compliments res
paated. Oh! could the filly creature have crept
unperceived into a corner, to hear the conyer-
fation, that pafled after her back was turned !
Really, faid a lady, with fome malice in her
looks, the lady’s filk is very well chofen; lut,
among friends, her age and thofe glaring colours
don’t at all agree; fhe thinks it will .give her
an air of youth, as if all the world*did not kn?w

3 thag
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that fhe is on the wrong fide of fifty. "Tisa pity,
the is {o ridiculous, otherwife the is really a good.
forc of woman. I wonder, fays another, how
fhe can be {o mad, as to go in a drefled gown ;
it requires the fineft fhape, why does not fhe
wear a French gown ? it would become her bet-
ter, and fave her mantua-maker the trouble of
lining part of her gown, which cannot be o
nicely done, that the other fhall not be feen by
every body. Il tell you a fecret, faysa third.
The other day, fhe ran great lengths in’ commens-
dation of smantilles, and would I have been per-
fuaded, T was to fet up the fathion, that fhe might
take the advantage of that fort of drefs; but,
God be thapked, I don’t want any fuch things.
Let her hump back alone, fays a fourth, and only
mind her head. She has fcarce an inch of foree
head ; the fpends half the morning in plucking
the hair to contrive fomething of a forehead. But
it is to no purpofe, her work is difcovered by all
that fee her; if fhe ufed powder, it wo 1d hide
the defett fomething more; and would be of
farther fervice, on account of her ftaring eyes,
and of her skin which is none of the finelt.
Now, lady Loxi/a, is not this the converfation
of the good company you frequent ? Am not
I in the right to fay, that there is no need of a
ring, nor of putting them to torture to difcover
the malignity of their hearts. What is very fin-
gular, thefe laft ladies were no fooner gone, but;
in their turn, they became the fubjeét matter of
converfation. The lady, who fpoke of marilles,
-‘was very blind, not to {ee, that fhe was all awry ;
1tl;._e: other was too much upon detration, to be a
smethodift. She, that blamed her for an affe&ta-
tion of youth, bad laid by privately half a fcore
: years,



DLALOGUE XXX 114

years, fhe did not care to own. Have I exceeded
madam ? Have you not feen this feene re-
peated twenty times?

Lady Louija. Town it; but what is very ftrange,

I have heard thefe things {o often, that they fcan-
dalize me no more. One is tempted to fay with
a certain perfon, we muft ridicnle, and detrad:
freely from peo;le, or the time would be mor-
tally tedious, but then it ought to be done with
more moderation. I will ftop here ; and as there
is yet another fcene, wherein the ring is con-
cerned, I long to have it reprefented, and beg
of lady Senfible to go on.
. Lady Lucy. But firft give me leave, Mrs. 47~
Jable to pity Emilia’s cafe. Is it impoffible, that
in fuch a crowd, fhe could only find one friend.
That is very little; the muft now confine herfelf
to her aunt and fifter; for it was impoffible to
carry on any correfpondance with the wretches,
that withed her death.

Mrs. Adfable. A real friend is a bhenix, my
dear; and it is very happy if we can meet with
one, in the courfe of life, but this is not to hinder
2n intercoufe with other perfons Befides a friend,
one meets with {everal acquaintances ; many con-
nettions are brought on, by neighbourhood, be-
ing related, or duties of civility.  ‘Thofe foits of
friends are to be treated with all the refpett,
which humanity and politenefs require, with g
kind of friendthip and inclination. But the true
friend cnly is intitled to an Ingimacy, a cordial .
affetion ; thefe are, or thould be his lot, and hig
Thare. Ladies, at your age, often enter upon con-
nettions, which they effeem as true and folid
friendthip ; it is of infinite confequence to theiy
weltare: and ¥ ‘Hape’ known meny ruined by
having mifplaced their confidence. I ftand upon

' ; ’ this
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this article, ladies. T really believe, that a large
Aacquaintance with many women is more dange-
rous, than thatof men, and I earneftly advife you
o enter into the ftri%eft examination of the la-
dies charafters, where you propofe to make an
acquaintance. Among the ladies of your ftand-
ing, there may be fome early and premature cha-~
ralters; but, though it is very rare, I would by
ho means have you put an unreferved confidence
in them ; for, although they fhould be endowed
with all poffible good qualities, they would {till
want-experience, which is abfolutely neceflary to
give good and proper advice.
" Lady Senfble. Emilia found the ring too ufe-
ful, not to make the fecond and laft trial. She
had a great number of lovers, who all afpired
to be happy with fuch a partner, and who ap-
peared equally affeCtionate, amiable and virtuous,
and made her choice hard to determine. She had
them all together one day, and had {fummoned
moft of their friends to be at the meeting. She
was defirous, in chufing a husband, ro try, whe-
ther thofe whom she had hitherto reckoned her
friends,had as difadvantageous thoughts, in regard
2o her, as the relations, fhe had lately tried.
They were all very merry, and in the evening
Emilia began the experiment.

The firt, who felt the influence of this ring,
was a young Marquifs, thé, moft charming fi-

are of a gentleman, that tould be imagined.
?)o you know, faid he, fair Emilia, that I began
to tire with the part, I have ated in this comedy,
and in dancing attendance. I have amufed my
creditors this half year, with the hopes of our
wedding ; they reckon on being paid out of your
fortune ; take a fpeedy refolution, I beg of you;
“tis 2 fhame to let poor tradefmen wait {o lon%l

: an



DIALOGDUE: XXXI. 121

and, indeed, I think you are under fome obliga= -
tion to me for {ubmitting toappeara whole twelve-
month in the charater of a bathful lover ; yes, or
no, if you pleafe, that I may take my courfe, and
go in queft of another dupe, if you will not be
duped by your humble fervant; thank God, I am
of a figure, that may throw feveral in my way.

I with you good luck,  faid Ewilia laughing.
And you, ’fquire, faid fhe, do you defire to marry:
Emilia, to pay your debts ? ;

On the contrary, the gentleman, replied, the
name of a creditor is enough to throw me into a
fever, and I have a_mortal averfion to being in
debt. To avoid this fad diftrefs, I make obfe-
quious Jove to you; for, after all, I love ex~
pence, living in great ftate, and am befides the
beggarlieft, younger brother in all Gafiony. You
fee plainly, madam, that it is impoffible for me
to reconcile my love of flate and averfion to debts,
unlefs I can marry a rich heirefs. My fortune
depends upon finding one in your perfon; which,
befides your very great riches, is tolerably hand-
fome. I have therefore very great reafon to ine
fift on your giving me the preference above thofe
gentlemen, who have not fuch good reafons as
myfelf to defire you will accept any of them as a
partner for life. ; :
_'Fhe '{quire had juft finifhed his harangue, when
Orontes, a young magiftrate, began to fpeak. Of
all her lovers, he was the perfon, fhe would have
pitched upon, had the only minded her inclination 5
and was under the greateft terrors, for fear he
should go upon as unworthy motives as the reft.

Beautiful Emilia, faid he, with a great deal
of refpett and affeion, if my heart had been at
liberty, when I fik faw you, you would have
found in me, no doubt, another adorer; but my

Vo, IV, hearg
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heart was given away before. A tender and:
conftant affettion has engaged me to your fifter
Elianthz ; the makes a return of her's ; and death
only can break through that union, which fubfifts
between 'us. - : : ]

But why, Emilia took him up, and fpoke with:
fome emotion, what need was there to feign, that
you pretended to me, when you was engaged to
my fifter ? ;

Pardon this feint, he anfwered Emilia, in a def-

pairing lover. - An unnarural father obliged me to
make my addrefies to you; I ftill hoped, that my
want of ‘merit, and the coolnefs of my addrefles
would determine you to rejedt me. I diffembled,
to keep my inclination from ‘my father; for, as
I could not {fubmit to be in a fituation never to fee
Eliantha again, your houfe was the only place,
where I could have that pleafure
. Doft thou pretend to a grain of common fenfe ?
faid the father of this young gentleman, and inter-
rupted him. Thou art already poffefled of a con-
fiderable eftate; and, far from ufing endea-
vours to get as much more by marrying a rich
wife, thou foolifhly facrificeft this’ advantage
-to a figure, that pleafes thee to day, and is fure to
difpleafe thee half a year hence, when, in all fober
fadnefs, thou wilt remember the foolith ftep it has
made thee take.  To be happy fiere, we only want
money ; with that, pleafures” honours and even
reputation and merit are purchafed.

But, Sir, Emilia {aid, I am not richer, than
my fifter Eliantha; my defign is, fhe fhall fhare
my fortune with me, if you will confent to let her
have your fon for her husband. I am willing to
purchafec my fifter’s happinefs, at this rate, and a’

entleman’s, whom I thall think myfelf extremely
Eappy to have for a'friend. I am much mif-
2 taken,
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taken, if my fifter’s beauty has given birth to the
noble paflion he profefles for her. i

You do me juitice, madam, the young magif-
trate anfwered. Eliantha’s virtues would deter-
mine me to prefer the gift of her hand to that
of a great queen. .

Romantic ffuff! cried out the father, but, in
fhort, fince Emitia is ¢’en mad enough to giveaway
half her fortune, I am willing thou fhould’ft make
thy advantage of her folly, and marry thy prin-
cefs. Ithould, I own, be ftill better pleafed,. if
fbe would engage herfelf never to marry, and
make thee heir of that moicty fhe referves.

* I put in a Caveat, faida gentleman about thirty,
and of a moft beautiful but cool and fedate afpett.
Emilia, he went on, if you will give me your hand,
we will folemnize the two marriages at once. ‘

This is really a rarity, faid Emilia. We- hdve
been . acquainted thefe five years, and vyou
never gave the Ieaft fign of any inclination
you even made intereft with me not long
ago in favour of the gentleman, who is to have
Eliantha.

Emilia, this gentleman anfwered, I am. about
to make you a fad compliment; I am forry for.
it, but upon my word of honour, I cannot  for-
bear ; my heart fits upon my lips in fpite of me.

You are-beautiful, and you know it; you are
well apprifed, that you have all accomplifhments,
that can become a young lady; I obferved all
this, the firt time I faw you, and I fell dotingly
in love with you. Very happy it was for me,
that I took an early habit from my youth to con-
{ult reafon before fancy ; and the faithful advifer
laid the cafe before me; Emilia, {aid Reafon, is
certainly a lovely young perfon; that is well
enough for 2 miftrefs, but not for a wife, who

E 2 '_ muft
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muft be a perfon one may juftly efteem. Is
Emilia {o? ‘tis more than thou knoweft; watch
her narrowly in the mean time, conceal thy
paflion with care; if the fufpetted it, the” per-
haps would put on fome conftraint, not to appear’
what fhe is.

Thus Reafon. advifed, and I followed her direc-
tions. This firft examen of your charafter was
not at all to your advantage. I found you was
a coquet, very whimfical; as proud, and equally
ftubborn. Thefe curious difcoveries {mothered my
paffion, but. fhill there remained an inclination,
which I could not overcome; I was exceffively
defirous to be your friend, and to have fuch a fhare’
in your confidence, as would enable me to make
you fenfible of your defefts. You remember, I
made an attempt of this kind, and you cannot for-
get, how ill it was taken. I was under a necef=
fity of laying the projett afide; I did not vifit
you fo often, as I formerly ufed to do, and contri-
ved, atlaft, to get you entirely out of my thoughts.
I continued however to take an intereft in your
welfare ; I was pleafed with the addrefles Oronses
made, as I thought, 4 man of worth might reform
thofe irregularities, and, with that view, I again
vifited you oftener, than I had lately ; you went
down into the country, and I was much furprifed,
when you returned. Difcretion, a {weetnefs of
temper, moderation and numberlefs other good
qualities had fucceeded to your defets. Here I
‘began to be difquieted, and my heart refumed
former fentiments; I did however conceal them
from you, and determined to wait, that I might
be fatisfied, the change was real by its continu-
ance, Every day you appeared more and more
deferving of efteem. Your noble’and generous
liberality to your fifter fully. conyinces ?c

that
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that your mind is ftill more beautiful, than your
agreeable perfon; for, after all, you had an
in¢lination for Dorantes, I faw plainly; you
facrified it without hefitating a moment ; and,
who is capable of that violent effort, is able to
overcome all difficulties. Vi

I will, faid Emilia, be as plain with you, and

fincere, as you have been. I never loved you, but
of all men, you are the perfon, whom 1 moft
elteem and would chufe for a friend; and as I
am quite perfuaded, that the greateft happinefs in
life is ‘to fpend our days with a friend, I will be’
yours. .
And Emilia, who knew the efficacy of the ring
was now 2t an end, inftantly threw it into the
fire. Her lovers withdrew 1n great confufion.
and left the room to thofe, who had no reafon
to beathamed of their fentiments. Indeed Oronres’s
father ftaid; there was no need of the ring with
refpe& to him ; nor was it the virtue of the ring,
that made him fpeak his own thoughts, he was
a public adorer of a great fortune, he ftuck to his
text and maintained,after the burning of the ring,
that money was neceffary, ‘and money only was
{ufficient to make marriage happy. The four
fovers let him talk on, as well knowing, an at-
tempt to put him on another way of thinking
would be to no purpofe. Their nuptials were ce-
lebrated very foon after ; and not the leaft cloud
interrupted their. happinefs for the many years
they hived rogether.

Lady Lzcy. A moft charming allegory, in my
ind ! It concludes juft, as I would have it, I
can’t conceive, that rational beings fhould fell
themfelves for money ; and I am, moreover, {ur-

prifed, that there arefo many peaceable marriages,
K3 fince
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fince they are generally brought about by in=
tereft. :

Mrs. 4fable. You are much in the right, my
dear ; nothing is more thameful, than marrying
for mereintereft. Prudence, however, muft have
a proper fhare in the contra&. Fine rapturous
fpeeches are of too thin a fubffance to maintain
us, nor will they make up fortunes for childrens
they are not current coin for the times we live in.
It is certain, that it is much better to marry a
deferving perfon without riche:, than a wealthy
*man without merit; but f1]l a comyetency,
muft be furpofed, and the merit muft be un-
queftionable ; a heart, that is prevented, is a
very indifferent judge. Prevention befiows all
good qualities on obje& that is loved. There
muft be a difinterefted umpire ; and, who more
proper generally, than the parents ? I fay, gene-
rally ; for there are cafes wherein a yourg
lady has juft reafon not to accept the choice
of her parents; but this feldom happens, and
it 15 fafer to depend upon them in the choice.
God blefles our obedience to thofe, who have
his authority over us. No marriage, at leaft,
ought to be entered upon againft their will.

Mifs Frivolous. ‘Thatis very hard, I think. A
young lady loves a perfon, that deferves her af-
fetion ; and find’s, fhe can never be happy with-
out him ; would you oblige fuch a one to marry
another ? :

Mrs. Affable. No, my dear ! T would have her
marry no body, but continue unmarried; and
this is all the allowance, I can make heree
The authority of parents is facred; wo to
them, who fhall defpife it! But, if parents fail in
their duty to their children, this cannot authorize
children to fail in their duty to parents. The da}i

wil
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will come, when you will be a mother of & fa~
mily ; and, then, you will underftand the extent of
your obligations with refpett to your fathers and
“mothers. ‘1 : g '

Mifs Sopby. - T beg pardon, Mrs. Affable ; but I
believe you are miftaken. You certainly mean,
that when this lady has children, fhe will know
her own duty with regard to them ; for what
connettion is there between her children, and her
obligations to her father and.mother ?

Mrs, Affable. ¥ am not miftaken, my dear ; we
never know our obligations to our parents, till
we-have children of our own. Careand trouble
with great folicitude will put us in mind, what
pains our parents have taken upon our account.
If you ferioufly refleted u;on this, ladies, the
thoughe only, of diflobeying muft make you trem =
ble. A moft {ad accident happened within thefe
three years. . I beg your attention, mifs Frivolous
it will-thew what danger there is in reading ro-
mances, ! v i
. Inva certain conntry there lived a baronet, who
had a daughter, an only child.. Tho’ he was not
very rich, he lived handfomely in the country ;
the love he had for his girl made him ftreighten
himfelf to give her a good education, at leaft, what
goes under that name. She excelled in mufic,
danced very gracefully, and had cultivated her
mind with reading. Very unhappily for the young
lady, the was left to her choice as to books, and
took ‘the greateft pleafure in romances. The
lady, who gave me this account, and was a
friend of her mother's, told her, that this kind of
reading would fpoil her daughter ; but this was
not minded ; and Berfy went on reading what fbe
pleafed. She was bewitched with the adventures
of conftant lovers, that are not to be met with

F 4 any
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any where "elfe, and who facrificed all to their
love. The poetical maxims ftufft her weak head; a
cottage with her love was beyond a palace.
Her father died; and, as if he had a kind of
prefentiment, that his daughter would take fome
extravagant ftep, he left her three thoufand
pounds tied down under condition, that the fhould
not marry without the confent of her mother
and the truftees. Near the houfe ttood a church
or chapel, where the country people pray’d and
fung pfalms. She took particular notice of &
voice, that pleafed her above the reft, and found
out that the finger, who Pleafed her fo much, was
a farmer’s fervant, tolerably handfome, but 4
moft flupid animal.  She found means to {peak
to him, and formed the noble proje&t of taking
him for her husband ; her head was full of
pleafing rural fcenes of a country-life with fuch
a partner. During thefe tranfa&ions Betfp’s mother
takes her up to rown ; and, as the was very ami-
able, a wealthy gentleman made his addreffes,
offered to marry her, and obtained her mother’s
confent. All was now drawing to a conclufion,
when our filly girl, with a view to out-fhine all
heroines in romance, defired to have a word in
private with her future husband. Sir, faid the, the
great efteem, I have very juftly for you, pro-
mifes me, that I thall rup no hazard in dif-
clofing a fecret to you ; I have for 4 Iong time
had an inclination to a certain perfon, and fhould
have a fcruple, if I married you, whilft T love
another. I hope, you will difpofe matters fo,
as to break our intended marriage, and in fuch a
manner, that I may not feem to be concerned
in the affair; it will be a Piece of feryice, which
I fhall never forget. -
7
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In thefe cafes a man of honour is foon re-
folved ; the match was broke off, and very art-
fully, without the leaft fufpicion of Befy's aving
any hand in it ; her mother took her down into
the country, where in a few months the married
her country-bumkin, and forfeited her inheri-
tance. Her mother was chagrined, almoft, to death;
fhe forgave her daughter, and ufed all forts
of endeavours to- put her fon-in-law into fome
~way of bufinefs, but without any fuccefs; he is
fuch a blockhead. | At prefent the Iubber drives
4 cart and earns feven fhillings a week. The
poor mother firips herfelf and wants neceflaries,
that they may be helped out. But this help can-~
not laft Iong, fhe pines with grief, and very foon
the daughter muft reproach her felf with her
mother’s death. . ;

Mifs Rural. 'The young woman was a fool ;
and fuch, only can be in danger of the like mis-
fortune. v

Mrs. Afable. ‘There aré two forts of folly,
my dear; one that confifts. in a woman’s being
totally out of her fenfes ; 4nd.this, as it happens
feldomer, ‘'may be ‘the lefs faral. The other dif-
orders the mind, and keeps. reafon from having
its proper influence, which is the cafe, when a
violent paffion gets the upper'hand. This is the
folly 'you'muft avoid. "How many women of
good fenfe commit greater follies, than Betfy ?

Lady Louifa. ‘Can there be a greater, than to
marry fuch an oaf ? St s

Mys. dffable. Yes, Iady ; a young perfon that
marries herfelf againft the will of her parents to
a gamelter, a debauchee, 2 man without morals,
makes without all queftion a ‘worfe match, than
Eet/y; ‘her husband is very lictle above the degree
of a mere animal, a wrertch without aforcunme §

| - but .
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but in his way he is faid to be honeft, and to ref>
pett his wife. There is no doubt to be made but
the is happier with fuch a partner, than with a
man of corrupt morals. '

It is high time to break up ; the leflon has been
much longer than ufual.
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DIALOGUE XXXIL

Mrs. ArraBLE.

‘ ‘ 7 E are at length come, ladies, to the hiftory

of the New Teftament. 1 muft beg of you
to redouble your attention and your refpeét. God
will not now make ufe of his prophets to teach
us his commands ; his fon becomes man to be a
Saviour unto us, our mafter, and our teacher.
Let us put up our earneft prayers to him, that
he will fpeak to our hearts, whilft his word founds
in our ears. Lady Mary, you are to begin.

Lady Mary. There was a young virgin, whofe
name was Mary; the was exceeding virtuous,
and none exceeded her in perfeftion. She was
of great quality, as defcended from the royal
houfe of Dawid, but extremely poor. It was
a law among the Fews for young women in
{fome cafes to be married to a near relation.
Thus Fofeph, who was of the family of Dawid, as
well as Mary, married her. He was a caypenter
by trade, and after marriage he left her with
her parents. The gofpel mentions no reafon for
it ; perhaps on account of her age. One day,
that Mary was at prayer in her room, fhe faw
an angel, who f{poke to her, Hai/ full of grfzc_:’i,

al
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(aid he, the Lord is awith thee. Mary was troubled
at bis faying, and cafl in ber mind, what manner of
Jalutation this fhould be, Fear not Mary, the angel
faid, for thou hafl found grace with God. Behold
thou Jbalt conceive in thy womb and bear a Son, and
Jbalt call bis name Fefus. He Jball be great, and
Jhall be called the Son of the Mofi High ; and the Lord
God fball give unto bim the throne of bhis father
David, and ke jpall reign over the boufe of Jacob
for ever, and of bis kingdom there jball be no end.

Then Mary faid to the angel, how can this be,
Seeing 1 know not a man?

The angel anfwered, the Hoy Ghoft jball come
upon thee, and the power of the Mofl High fball over-
Jbadow thee. Therefore that Holy thing, which jhall
be born of thee, fball be called the Son of God, and
“bebold, thy cofen Elizabeth, sbe hath alfo conceived
a Som . ... for with God nothing Jkall be impof=
fible.

And Mary faid, bebold the handmaid of the Lord,
“Be it unto me, according to thy word.

Mrs. Afable. Let us make fome refle€tions. on
this myfterious parc of the facred hiftory. The
{econd perfon of the Blefled Trinity, derermined
to become man, chufes himfelf a mother. He
does not make this choice among queens, or the
rich ones of the world. Indeed Mary was of the
blood royal, but her condition was as obicure,
as her defcent was noble. The angel does not
{ay Hail, becaule thou art of the family of Dawid,
or becanfe thou art beautiful. - Such advantages
are mean and defpicable in the fight of God and
his angels. Hail full of grace, 1ays bhe, full of
the love of God, meeknefs, chariry, modefty, in
a word, of every virfue. Thefe, thefe are the
only real good things, the only things that are
precioys in the fighs of God, 6Wherewith he blefles

. his
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his mother, and thofe he loves. Hence we are
- much blinded, when we fer 4 value upon any
thing elfe, and facrifice thefe valuable gifts to the
purchafe of wealth, reputation and other frivolous
advantages fo much effeemed and prifed by a
deluded world. :

Lady Zucy. But why was Mary troubled at the
fight of an"Angel, Mrs. Afable ?

Mrs. Afable. The fcripture does not always
give a reafon for the facks that are related, but
We may make ufe of probable conjetures, and
the following offers itfelf naturally to account
for the tronble of Mary.  She is alone with an
angel, in the appearance of a man, and fhe hears
herfelf praifed.  This was enough to trouble, and
to alarm a prudent and modeft virgin.  Here, Ja-
dies, fhe gives a charming leffon to all young wo-
men.  Praifes from men are always liable to fuf-
picion ; and it is to be feared, that, who fets out
with flattery, feeks to deceive, Go on, Mifs
Molly. :
- Mifs .Ma/.fv. Zackarias was a priéﬁ of the Lord,‘
and both he and his wife Z/iznbers feared God,
‘They had no children, and being ftricken in years
were out of hopes of any. One day, that Za-
charias offered Incenfe to the Lord, and the people,
according to cuftom, ftood without, he faw an
angel on the fide- of the altar, who told him he
would have a fon, who was to be the precurior of
the Mefiab, that 15, to annonnce the coming of
Jefus and ordered him ar the fame time to give
him the name of Jobn. Zacharias Taid unto the
angel.  Whereby fpall I bnoww this, for-J-am old, and
my wife is evell fricken in heor days 2 -Becaule yeu
have doubted, faid the angel, you fhall be dumb
till the birth of your fon, .

Mean
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Mean time the people that ftood without,
were f{urprifed at Zackariass continuing {o long
within the temple, and much more fo, when they
found,  that he was dumb, and by the figns he
made, that he had feen a vifion. After the days
~of waiting in the temple were over, he re-
turned home, where after fome time, his wife
proved pregnant. Mary, to whom the angel had
declared the pregnancy of her coufin Elizabeth,
crofled over the mountains of Fudea to vifit her,
and with her joy. When Mary, who then went
with the Saviour of the world, entered into the
houfe, as foon as E/izabeth heard the falutation of
Mary, the babe leapt in her awomb, and Elizabeth
was filled aith the Holy Ghafi. And raifing her
volcewy ;- : ;
Blefed art thou, the faid, among wwomen, and blef-
Sfed is the fruit of thy avomb. And awbhence is this to
me, ‘that the mother of my Lord fhould come 40 me 2 For
do, as faon-as the woice of thy [aluiation founded in mine
cars, the babe leaped in my wamb for joy. And.blefed
art thou, who hafl believed, for thofe things fball he
performed, which wwere told thee from the Lord.. .

Then Mary broke out, and fpoke thefe noble
words : = My foul doth magnify the Lord, and my fyi-
rit bath rejoiced in God my faviour. For be bath
regarded the low tftate of bis handmaid; for, behold,
Sfrom benceforth all generations fhall call me bleffid.
For ke, that is mighty, and whofe name is boly, hath
done to me great things, and bis mercy is on them, that

tar bim from generation to gencration. He bath ¢x-
erted the poaver of his arm. i be hath fcattered the
proud in the imagination of their hearts; he hath put
down the mighty from their feats, and exalted them
of low degree; be bath filled the bungry with good
things, and the rich be hath fent emfty away. He
batbh hkolpen bis fervant Ifrael in remembrance of bis

mercys
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mercy, as be fpoke to our fathers, to Abraham and bis
poflerity for ever. .

Masry abode three months with Elizabeth, and
returned to her own houfe.

Mrs. dfable. How fublime is this fong of
Mary ! 1 dare fay, you have often read and heard
it, without particular attention. ' Let us refume
it, if you pleafe, and each of you thall tell me
the impreflion it makes on your minds.

My foul doth magnify the Lord, and my fpirit bath
rejoiced in God my Sawiour. What do you think of
‘thofe words, lady Lucy ?

.. Lady Lucy. That tranfports of joy, are only to
be found, in giving glory to God.

Mrs. Afable. Lady Loui/a, you fee, that true
piety may be reconciled with the greateft happi-
nefs. To be tranfported with joy, i$ to be in an
extacy, and an extreme degree of happinefs ; and
this will ever continue in Proportion to our piety
and virtue. Let us go on.

For be bath regarded the low ¢flate of his band-
maid;  for behodd from henceforth all gemerations
Soall call me bleffed. For be. . . . . hath done great
things to me, &c. What do you fay to this, lady"
Louifa ?

Lady Louifa. 1 think, that humility s one mark
of true virtue. Mary, become thé mother of her
‘God, recals to mind the low eftate, from which
dhe was raifed, and attributes to Ged, all the great
things, that were wrought in her.

Mrs. Afable. A very juft reflexion. Humility,
a mean opinion ‘of one’s felf, is the touch-itone
of virtue. Talk of a2 woman, that gives her
wealth to the poor, {pends the day ‘in prayer and
good works: and feems to work miracles, if fhe
15 conceited ' of her' virtue, if the dare to think,
that fhe is above others, I am bold to fay, fhe is-
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an hypocrite ; her devotion is falfe, and her piety,
a mere out fide- A

Lady Witty. But, Mrs. Affable, fuppofe that a

perfon is truely virtuous, and doe; many good
works, that perfon cannot hinder her conciouf-
niefs, and thinking, that {he is better, than rob-
bers, and other bad livers.
. Mus. Afable. 1f that perfon is truely virtuous,
the will fay with Mary: The Lord hath done great
things to me. 1 have faid it already, and cannot
forbear repeating, that vanity is ever accompa~
nied by folly, for every thing, that is good in us,
is from God. If a robber, a woman of bad re-
pute, had been favoured with your lights, and
.your education, perhaps they would have im-
proved them to greater advantage. This thought,
ladies, will preferve us from defpifing any one ;
and if we can a& on this principle, we thall find,
that all have a title to fome regard. How happy
would fociety be, if all were fo difpofed ! Let us
continue. '

And bis mercy on is them, that fear him from gene-
ration to generation. He bath exerted the power of
bis arm 3 be hath Jeattered the proad in the imagina~
tions of their hearts. What is your opinion of
this, lady Wity?

Lady Witty. It is very terrible to a proud crea-
ture, as I am. It looks, as if God parted with
mercy, when he meets pride. He exerts his
mighty arm to {catter thofe, who rife by pride in
their thoughts, as duft is difperfed without leay-
ing any mark. i
 Mus. 4ffable. You are in the right, my dean,
God feems to take pleafure in crufhing the proud ;
and the fequel of Mary’s fong thews it.

He hath put down the mighty from their feats,
and exalted them of low degree; be hath filled the

: hun-x



136 The Young Ladies Magazine,
bungry «with good things, and the vich be bath font

emply away. § : v

Lady Senfble. To be in the duft, is to hold a
good place in the fight of the Lord. Thofe, who
are placed there, who have always their nothing-
nefs, and their duft before their eyes, are ex-
alted by the almighty, and take room of the
proud rich men, whom he puts down from their
feats, and divefts of their grandeur and plenty.

Lady Louifa. Good God, Mrs. Affable, how dif-
ferent are the worldly maxims, to which we
are brought up, from thofe of the ofpel ! Pre-
fetve your trank, remember your title, dom’t for-
get, that you are rich, and are to makeéa great
figure in the world. Thefe principles infenfibly
teach us, that happinefs confifts in being over the
heads of others; and yet we can only be fafe,
when we make ourfelves familiar  with the
thoughts of our nothingnefs.

Mrs. Afable. That 15 our ftrong: hold, ladies,
-and muft be. the fubje® of our ferions meditaty.
ons. Our nothing is, friGly, our place, which
however is no hinderance to obferving the decen-

fes, to which your rank obliges you in the fitu-
ation, where you ate placed by providence ; and
indeed, the Holy Ghoft fpeaks only of thofe, who
are proud in the imagination of their hearts. Qur-
endeavours: muft aim  ar reforming' the "heart,
Go on'with. the account of Zackarias, lady Chare
Jotre. b ' .
Lady Charlette. Elizabeth vwas delivered of 4 for,
and. all her relations hearing the great mercy
God had thewn her, came and congratulated with
her. And when, he was to be circumcifed, they
would have given him the father’s name ; bue
Elizabeth ‘oppofed i, and faid, he muft be called
Jokn.  Why o, {aid they, none of your kindred
is
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Is called by' that name. They made fignsto Za-
charias to know, how he fhould be called ; he
took a writing table, and wrote, John is b7s name
to their great furprife. At the fame time his
mouth was opened, and he uttered his famous
canticle, or fong, where after giving God thanks
for announcing the arrival of the promifed Me/-
JSiab, he wifhes all men to ferve God in juftice and
holinefs, before him all the days of our life. Then
he added the following prophecy : And thou child,
Joalt be called the Prophet of the Moft High, for thou
Jbalt go before the face of the Lord, to prepare bis
ways, to give knowledge of falvation unto his people,
Jor the remiffion of their fins, through the bowels of
the mercy of aur God, awhercin this rifing fun hath
wifited us from on high, to give light to them that
fit in darknefs, and in the fhadow of death, and o
guide our feet into the way of peace.

And the child grew, and waxed firong in fpirit,
 and awas in the defarts, till the day of foewing unto

e e g 3 B 24 .
. Mrs. Afable. Obferve, dear ladies, that the
Holy Ghoft never ceafes reminding us of our mi-
fery and weaknefs.  We are mere children, when
we are to walk in the ways of virtue, and the
Lord muft guide our feet. :

Mifs Bella. Give meleave, Mrs. 4ffable, to ask
a queftion. Why did Zacharias {peak to his fon ?
He could not but know, that a child of eight
days, could not underftand him. i

Mrs. Affable. Have you forgot, that Fobn be-
fore his birth, leaped for joy, at the arrival of
our Saviour? That tranfport of gladnefs muft
proceed from knowing the dignity of his great vi-
fiter. This knowledge, could not be without un-
-derftanding ; and, confequently, we find, that God, ~
who can do all things,” had advanced the ufe ‘of

reas=
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reafon in St. Fohn, whereby he was able to un~
derftand his father. i e

_ Lady Senfible. T have made a' farther reflexion,
Mrs. Affable. Mary. in quality of mother of God,
wasina very fuperior degree, above her cofen H
however fhe paid the firlt vific withour {tanding
upon the punétilio’s of rank and precedency. . -
- Mrs. Afable. A very good reflexion, my dear.!
and the example of Mary muft be efteemed a.very
‘ufeful leflon. Nothing i, more difagrecable in
life, than a fet of people, who are always ex-
amining, and weighing what is their due, and
‘Wwhat they owe to others. Trifles muft be over-
.Jooked for a quiet life; and rather more than lefs
refpe&, thanis du:, thoull be paid to all. Y

Mifs Rural. I have another difficu'ty. Mary
and Zackarias ufe the {ame terms, Howw fball this
be? The angel fays nothing to Mary, and foretells
a rigorous punifhment to Zacharias. .

Mvs. Afable. The queffion put by Mary pro-
ceeds from'prudence, and that by Zacharias from
incredulity. I was faying fome days ago, that
the Divine infpiration” of the Scriptures requir-
ed a careful examen. *Tis but prudent and
reafon alone determines me to give the prefer-
ence to the law of Jefus Chrift above that of Ma-
bomet. When I -am upon this inquiry, I never
doubt of the things, contained in ‘the {cripture, be-
Ing poflible ; I know, that God 15 all powerful ;
the only queftion is, to know whether he has
really faid, that he has done thofe things
- Makamer aflures me, that he was taken up into
heaven, in his life time. St. Paul affirms the
fame. I fufpend myjudgment, and examine the
_motives, for the credibilicy of thefe fads. After
ftri&k fearch, Mabomet appears to be an impoftor.
At. Paul on the contrary is aflociated to the Ap(lvf-

; tles
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tles of that Fefus, whom after a ferious examen
I have difcovered to be the Son of God. And
hence reafon obliges me to believe, that Mabomes
impofes, and St. Pau/ {peaks the truth. All forts
of doubt do not offend the Lord ; fince he pu-
nifhes a doubt in Zackarias the doubt muft be of a
different nature from that of Mary, which is lefe
unpunithed ; very likely he might doubt of. the
almighty power of God, and the holy Virgin only
defired to be afcertained, that it was his Divyine
will, the thould be the mother of God.

This, ladies, introduces a very natural refleétion.
It is very rath to judge our neighbour’s a&ions,
fince we have no affurance of the motives, by
Wwhich they afted. I do not fpeak of a&tions, that
are morally evil. 1 can fay, without any rafh
judgment, that a robber, a murtherer is a bad
man ; I only mean a&ions, that bear different af=
petts, and are good, or bad, by the determination
of their motives, on either fide. A

Mifs Sophy. Give us an example of altions, hay=
ing thefe two fides, or different afpe&ts.

Mrs. dffable. I thall do it with pleafure I heard
a ftory yefterday, which comes very pat, to
underftand the feveral lights, under which
the fame thing may be confidered. There
is a lady in town of great quality, who Is ex-
tremely frugal and faving. She hasa watchful
eye over her fervants to fee, that they make no
walte ; fhe bargains hard to have every thing, at
the loweft price, and does not like unneceflary
expences. ‘This lady’s proceeding may be on two
different motives, a’ prudent frugality, or cove-
toufnefs. The world inclined always to inter-
pret on the worfe fide, has declared her covetous.
But nothing can be falfer, as 1 fhall tell you.

An
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An Admiral left three fons and a daughter, in
a very low condition. Their mother had been a
friend of th¢ iady, T am talking about; and fome
common friends judged it proper to apply to her,
in behalf of the unfortunate children. %he lady,
‘that had the commiffion put tpon her, was very
Yoth to undertake the affair ; {hc will give me ten
or twelve guineas, faid fhe, to herfelf, and it will
Yook, as if I tore her very foul out. Under this
prevention, the waits on the lady, and made ufe
of every motive, that could raife compaflion, in
faying before her this melancholy cafe. The lady,
that was petitioned, complained much of the great
fearcity of money, whereby fhe was not able to
do all the fervice fhe coald wifh to have in her
poweron this occafion ; fhe faid her husband would
‘provide’ for the three fons, and gave her three
hundred guineas for the daughrer. She, that re-
ceived this fum, could with difficulty believe, that
all this was not a dream, and heartily repented
the rath judgment fhe had enrertained of this
lady ; and fo much the more as the difcovered,
that charity, only, was the main motive, that in-
fluenced this pretended coverous lady to be o
frugal and fparing ; and that the diftributed con-
fiderable fums to the poor, which fhe could not
have done, whithout being particularly careful in
avoiding ufelsfs expences. 5

Here you may obferve ladies, how much it be-
hoves us not to be overhafty in judging a&iofis,
where the appearances may point out different
motives.

Lady #irty. *Tis now a long time, Mrs. 4f=
fable, fince you promifed us a ftory about the
dangers of jealoufy ; won’t you acquit that
debt? ‘

Mrs.
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- Mrs. Ajfable. Right, my dear, to acquit a pro-
mife is paying a debt; T will not delay any
longer giving you that fatisfaion. gy

A Gentleman, in Yordbire, had two danghters ;-
the eldeft was called Emilia, the younger, Betfy.
They were very amiable young ladies, and loved:
each other extremely, till about fifteen years: of,
age, when there happened a breach between them,
which I am going to tell you, how it fell out.

They had both a great genius for the harpfi-
chord, and had made an extraordinary progrefs in
mufic. The town, where they lived, had no other
fubject of converfation, burt the abilities and skill
of the two fifters; and it was much difputed
which deferved the preference ; fome liked thfy’)s
playing better, and the others declared for the el-’
der. At firft this caufed a little coolnefs between
the two; they overlooked thefe beginnings of a
paflion, which degenerated into jealoufy, and foon
after grew up to downright hatred.-

About this time came an officer to make fome
ftay in the country; he had been all his life in'
town, and had acquired the reputation of playing

erfeCtly well upon the harpfichord. The fifters,
Eaving heard of this gentleman, were very eager
to fee him, each with hopes, he would decide in
her favour. The father, who willingly conde-’
fcended to what they defired, invited the officer to
a difh of tea, and he was to be judge of their per-
formance. At firft he faid no farther, than that
both the young ladies, had exceeding talents for
mufic, but being urged to fpeak his mind freely,
he added, that Emilia, had the lighter hand. No-
thing could come up to the tranfport of joy, that
feized Emilia, but Beyfps rage and defpaif, who
from that time thought the officer a very difagree-
able perfon. On the contrary, her fifter thoughe

him
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him a moft Iovely gentleman, and as he offered.
himfelf to give her fome leflons, fhe thewed the
greateft regard for him. The officer, who was
a villain with a great fhare of wit, foon found out
Emilia’s foible ; and 4s his intention was to feduce
her, he ridiculed Besfy and her genius for mufic,
by which means he gained her jealous fifter’s hearr..
When he was fatisfied, that fhe was in love, he
appeared very much dejetted, and faid he muft go
up to town again, Emilia, almoft in defpair,
prefled him earneftly to declare his. reafons for
it ; but he took care not to be forward with too
fpeedy an anfwer, and fuffered himfelf to be
much intreated, to raife her curiofity. At laft
one day, they were alone, he throws himfelf ar
her feet and declares the neceflity he was under
to be at a diftance, in order to forget her, who
was the caufe of all his mifery. I love you, faid
he, and, as I am a younger brother without a
fortune, T can never expelt your father’s confent.
Emilia agreed to the impoffibility of a match. If
you loved me, the officer replied, it is poflible.
cnough. I take my oath in the prefence of God,
that I will marry you, when we arrive in town,
if you will come with me; and when our nup-
tials are over, your father muft confent of courfe.
Emilia was highly difplealed with the propofal at
firlt; then by degrees the began to liften to him
with lefs repugnance, and at laft the fear of lofing
a lover determined her. But you muft know,
ladies, that he was a very rich man, and that the
poverty he pleaded was only a pretext, not to
marry the unfortunate Emilia. When the came
to town, fhe reminded him of his promife ; whilft
his love continued, he plied her with reafons for
putting off their wedding, but the love of a wo-
man, that is not modeft, cannot laft long, let hsr

@
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be ever {o beautiful, About three months after,
the officer, grown out of conceit, declared to her
with haughty fcorn, that he would never marry
her. ' Tears, fighsand grieving were to no pur=
Pofe, and he wearied with her complaints took a
Proper occafion to run-away, without leaving her
a farthing. The ill-fated Emilia fell fick out of
defpair, and was conveyed to an hofpital. She
was turned out of this place, fome months after,
but {o altered, that. the could not be known
again; fthe was reduced to the greateft extremity,
and forced to beg. A Yorkfhire gentleman faw.
her ; this young perfon, thought he, has a voice
like Emilia, and a fort of refemblance o her., He;
examined her, and found by her anfwers to feveral
queftions, that he was not miftaken ; he took .
lodging for her, and wrote to her father for {fome
relief; but that came too late, Emilia wafted
with trouble and fhame had made her exir, and
died detefting her lover, her pride, and the jea-
lonfy, which it had caufed. _

Lady #itty, You had great reafon to call this 2
terrible ftory. Who would have thought, thar
this little jealoufy would “have ended in this
flrange manner !

Mrs. Agable. This is the ufual progrefs of paf-
fions.  Weak at firft, they gain ftrength ; and
there is no excefs to which they will not Jead
thofe, who entertain them with complacency, We
have fomething yet to fay concerning Cyrus, ladies
and lady Sen/ible will inform us, how he made
himfelf mafter of Babylon.

Lady Senfible. Babylen in thofe days was looked
upon as impregnable, and not without reafon.
The Euphrases, a great and deep river ferved as a
ditch to the city ; and very high walls were 5
fence to thofe parts, which the river did not guaid,

The
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The gates were of brafs, but no fortification,
can ftand againft the Lord ; and he guided Gyrus,
This hero fat down very quietly with his army
on the banks of the Euphrates ; and being unpro-,
vided of boats to crofs' the river, he was jeered
by the Babylonians and asked, when his foldiers
would be ficted with ‘wings ta crofs the river.-
Cyrus let them have their jeft, and in the mean
time ordered a large and very deep ditch to be
made and carried on behind his army. Hc waited
for a grand feftival, on which the Babylonians
thought of nothing, but feafting and diverfions. As
night came on,. he brought the ditch up to the
Euphbrates; the river finding this new bed, took
its courfe that way and left part’ of ‘the river
quite dry.  Cyrus pafled'over with his army ; and,
as the Babylonians after their debauch were oppref-
fed with wine and {leep, they found no difficulty
to break mto the town and mafiacre the ‘inha-
bitants. This happened that night, that Be/bazzar
faw the hand writing upon the wall.

Mifs Sopby. Did Cyrus make all thefe conquelts
for his uncle Cyaxares? - 44 :
© Mrs. Affable. Yes, my dear, but, -as he had
married his only daughter, -all thofe king-
doms came to him. He inherited Peifiz, upon
the demife of his father Cambyfes, Media, as the
inheritance of his wife Mandana, and got Babylon
and Lydia by conquelt from BeJbazzar and Crefus.

Lady Piolent. Being mafter of all thefe king-
doms, furely, he gave over waging war; did not
he, Mrs. Affable? ,

Mrs. Affable. He did, and {pent the remainder
of his days mow in one kingdom, and then in
another. .

Mif: Rella. And T hope, he behayed with hoa
nour the reft of his life, :

‘ Mis.
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Mrs. Afable. Yes, my dear, but for two foolifh.
things, for which he can fcarce be forgiven. To
humour the Babylonians, he thought, he muft, on’
fome occafions, drefs and live like them. I am
willing to ‘believe, he did neither, out of pride or
intemperance ; but however this did not hinder the
bad effett, which his example had. - The Perfians,
had an exceeding refpeét for Cyrus, and a high opi-
nion of his vircue.  When they faw him magnifi-
cently drefled, and that he gave grand entertain-
ments, they began to think, there could be no dan-
ger in imitating {o wife a prince as Cyrus. From
that time; ‘they opened a way to pomp and
luxury, and corrupted the'fimplicity of their man-
ners.

A fecond fault of Cyrus gave the fatal blow,
and entirely corrupted the Pesfians. He thought
e was too much employed to have leifure for {u-
perintending the education of his children; and fo
lefr the care to their mother Mandana, who, as
the was brought up in Media, had not the leaflt
idea of a good education. This Princefs was {o
weakly fond of her children, that the would not
let them go to the public {chools ; other mothers
followed the fame example ; and the Perfians be-
came as {ofc and voluptuous, as the nations they
oyercame. 4 ‘ ;

Mrs. Affable. You have here an inftance, ladies,
of what importance the example of the great is,
with regard to-the lower fet of people. Be well
aflured, that-your children, your domeftic fervants,
thofe below you, have their eyes open to watch
your behaviour, and will think themftlves autho-
rized to do whatever you may allow and indulge
yourfelf in. = We will put’ in here one. word
concerning the fulminating [park according to pro=

mife, and end our leflon with geooraphy.
Vor, 1IV. G skt As
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As the learned Cincas was amufing himfelf with

Lleéirical experiments, he took a fancy to make
ufe, inftead of the iron rod, of a gun barrel, to
which he faftened a brafs wire, After this he dipt
the brafs wire in one of your Bobemsan glafles full
of water. He had the glafs in one hand, and
with the other, he endeavoured to draw a fcin-
tillation from the gun-barrel. The thock he re-
ceived was {o violent, that he had like to have fal-
len back, and thought himfelf firuck with thunder.
Another wirtugfs, who tried the fame exper'ment,
protefted he would not make another trial, no,
not for the kingdom of France. Mr.. Le €Cat
had more courage ; he put himflf in the way
to receive the fulminating fcintillation, and re-
. folved not to ftir, whatever pain he ‘might fuffer,
He was neverthelefs obliged to depart from his re-
folution. The thock made him cry out, and take
a skip, that threw all the appararus into confu-
tion. He felt a pain in both arms and his breaft
and perfons, much more robuft than himfelf,
have feit a thock from head to foor. It has
been obferved, that this fulminating fcintillation
or fpark is fhorter and blunter, and of a deeper
. red, than others, :
_ Mifs Rural. This is very wonderful, Mrs. Affa-
&le ; and yert effe€ts are but a {mall amufement,
without the knowledge of the caufes. You have
fmade us a promife of pointing them out ; and I
wait with impatience for that happy moment.

Mrs. dffable. For my part, Idread it; I fear,
I {hall not exprefs things properly, and find fome
difficulty in making you underftand what Mr.
Le Cat has wrote on this fubjeft; however I
will try, and, if you don’t underftand me, wedwill
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drop the fubjet theve.  Lady Senfible, whereabouts

were we, with our Geography 7 :

‘ Lady Senfible. 1don’t know, Mrs. Jfzble, thit
I'have told the ladies, the names of the ‘principal
cities or fortrefles in Canada ; 1 will however re
peat them, tho’, perhaps, I have named them be-
fove. In Louifiana, there is New-Orleans, in Sagnr-
#ay, we find Québee. T dave not mention other
forts, ‘which are difputed between the Englit and
French. If God is pleafed to grant a peace, and!
fomething is fixed, on whish we may with cer-
tainty depend, we will take this article again into
confideration.

- Lady Louifa. Lady Senfible-is not for engaging
in a quarrel, and chufes to be neuter.

Lady Senfib’e. No, madam; far from being

neuter, I am an Englih woman, and, as fuch, very
zealous for my country. Burt, as the Englip have:
not chofen me  an umpire in the quarvel, ’ig’ -
to no purpofe, I think, to break my head for the
purchafe of fuch wfelefs knowledge. If ever it
thould be the fathion for ladies to fit in parliament,
and I have a place in- either houfe, I will ftudy
night and day, that I may be qualified for a proper
judge; till then I chufe to continue ignorant
about the matter.
- Mifs Molly. Are the members of the houfe to
fludy night and day, that they may underftand
thefe things ? Thatis very troublefome ; at that
rate, they mult not have a moment’s diverfion.

Lady Senfible. 1 think, indeed, it is their duty ;
for, in fhort, they fit in the houfe to decide fiich
affairs ; and how can they, when they are firan-
gers to the ftate of the queftion ? '

“Mrs. Affable. Lady Senfible judges quite right.
Every ftate of life, has its refpeltive duties; and ir
is abolutely neceflary to acquire that knowledge,

G 2 where-
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whereby one is direCted in diftharging thofe obli-,
gations with credit. It is no fault not to. be a.
member of the houle, but a very great one, to

fail in the performance of duties incumbent on *
that ftate. The nation in a body truft their intereft

with the deputies, who reprefent them in the

houfe of Commons. , Their interefts would be

in rare hands, if the reprefentatives preferred their-
diverfions to their duty. Letus make ufe of the:
prefent war to underftand this.

The prefent war is about the limits of Canada,
contefted between the two nations. The commif=
fioners, on both fides, have made their allegations,,
which don’t appear decifive in the point, and which
however muft be decided ; forif the Frenchinvade:
the property of the Engli/s nation, the Commons
are obliged, in honour and conicience, toenter into,
a war, If the Freach on the other fide, only claim
their own, nothing can be more unjuft, than the
prefent war. If the rights of both the nations ap-
pear doubtful, equity requires endeavours to clear
them up; and to terminate the difpute by an ac-
commodaticn. The whole lies in the bands of
the reprefentatives, and England will be concerned
in a juflt or unjuft war, according as they {fhall
decide the cafe. They muft tremble for fear of
wronging the country by their miftakes, in a mat-
ter of this importance. Muft they not, of confe-
quence give their whole time up to inquiries after
truth, and the merits of the caufe, fince they are
anfwerable for the intereft of the public intrufted
to their care ?

_ Lady Louifa. T thank God for being of a diffe-
vent fex ; I hate thefe difputes, and do aflure you,
that- were I a man, I would not undertake fo
difficulc and nice a commiffion. :

Mrs.
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Mrs. Affable. You would never have made your
fortune, my dear, among the Athenians, with this
difpofition ; they allowed no neutrality in the dif-
ferences, that divided their commonwealth ; and
it was infamous to appear indifferent. What ? they
faid, you have a thare with your fellow-citizens in
the prote€tion, riches and all other advantages of
your native country, and are fo little concerned
for the public welfare, that you cun fit a cool
fpe&tator of Athens, torn and maltreated by fac-
“tion ; you are an ungrateful, infamous perfon, anid

deferve to be caft out of the common=-wealih.
This was a very juft law, ladies, but only for
men, nothing of this kind was expelted from
women ; they had too mean an opinion of their
capacities. Continue, lady Sernfible, inftrulting us
about America.

Lady Senfible. Florida is {feparated from Louifiana
by the dpalacha mountains ; both nationsare much

-alike in mannevs. The Spaniards, have {everal
forts here, whereof the chief are St. Matthewv, and
St. Adugufiire. ‘

New-England takes in, Acadia, New-England,
Neww-York, Penfylvania, Maryland, Virginia, Caro-
linaz and Grorgia.

Mys. Affable. As you are to be acquainted in'a
particular manner, with this part of America, we
will enter upon a more circumftantial account of
it, the firlt time we meet.

G;} DI A~
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OU will give me leave, Mrs, Affable, to

remind you, that you {till owe us the definie
tion of liberty, which you promifed. You faid, in-
.deed, that liberty did not confift in a power of do-
ing evil with impunity, nor to do as we pleafed,
but you. proceeded no farcher. &

Mss. 4jfable. The queilion is not very intricate,
if you fpeak of the liberty of a nation in ge-
neral ; it would be much more perplexing, if we
- {poke of every perfon’s particular liberty, But I
am veally lefs fit to handle this fubje®, than an
other. I am far from looking upon liberty, as the
greateft of all good things; nay, I have a con-
fufed notion, which feems to affure me, ' that it
'is no advantage, and, that it- is not fuited to
mankind. § :

Mifs Rural. Nay, now, Mrs. Affable, T muft
be {o free, as to contradi& you. Liberty in my
opinion, is not only the greatelt good, but the
only one, that becomes a rational foul.

Mrs. Afable. You muft then have a very clear
and diftin& idea of the import of that word ;
without that you could not even fay, that ic
was a good thing, much lefs the greateft and
beft of all good things. Give me a definition
of what you mean by liberty, -and you will
oblige me greatly.

Lady

W SN



DIALOGU E XXXIIL 151

st &ady Luey. Give me leave to put in a refletion.
- ¥ perceive, that we don’t underftand half the
“words we employ. That word lberty is ufed
by 2!l the world and with fo much eafe, that one
cwould really think, all were agreed about the
meaning ‘and its advantages. And yet, I think
with Mrs. 4fable, tho' in a confufed manner, that,
.poflibly; liberty may not be fuch valuable ware
:as it is frequently imagined. I perceive, that it
capaot well fubfift, without breaking in upof
order. :
Mifs Pural. T cannot bear this dilceurfe; it
cputs me into a ferment.. I muft tell you, fady,
-thav in this article, I am quite an Exg//h woman,
and more, if poflible ; and, if I may be allowed
to fpeak with my ufeal fincerity, I' don’t under-
frand; how the cleareft matter in the world ftands
dh meed of the lealt explication.
voMus. Affable. Admire the firength of prejudice,
and a predominant puffion. Nature has blefled
mifs Rural with a geometrical way of thinking 3
hitherto. we have feen hér with feales, compafs,
and vule meafuring, weighing and proving het
opinions. Now we have hir upon her favorite
idea; the is out of all meafure, and is almoft
tempted to break out into hard waords.  Fhis
great ftickler for liberty will not indulge us the
freedom of our own thoughts, and very arbitra-
rily, even swithout a proof, requires our fubmiflion
to her notions. Iam not fo tyranaical, my dear;
I don’t eoridemn your opinion; I doa’t give mine,
as infallible,-I only infift upon examining the
matter. Lady Witty, I am fure, joins with me in
fentiment ; but, if I fhould atcack fome favorice
prevention of hkers, her paffion, fhe might prove
not lefs-warm, than her friend.. I myf{rlf, ladies,
as ‘eafily, as any other, might be engagedin tire

- G 4 fame-
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fame falle ftep, on . the like occafion, Thus it
happens, that perfons, otherwife of excellent en-
dowments, will get into a habit of being out of -
reafon.. Let us guard againft a defelt, that vitiates
the underfltanding. Inftru@ us, mifs Reral, give
us reafons ; you will find us docile, but forbear
harfh language. . : :

Mifs Rural. Tam much athamed, Mrs. Afable,
you have,-as ‘it were, taken a vejl from before
my fight. My mind is certainly 'defpotic ; I
would fubje&t all the world to my way of
thinking, and, -interiorly, I condemn all, that
will not think like myfelf, I hope to be more
moderate. I will give you my notion of a na-
tion’s liberty in general. And that is, where a
nation is governed by good laws of their own
making, and no one can with impunity offend
againft them. I have been informed, it was fo
amonglt the Romans, and I think, that this my
favoute form of government is the fame we have
in England.. ? ‘

As to the liberty of private perfons, it is fuch,
as it ought to be under that government, particu=
larly, fince they have liberty to think and write,
as they pleafe.

Ars. Adffable. T have no longer an imaginary
phantom to oppofe ; I know the liberty, which
is mifs Rural’s idol, and thould be mine, but that
I fear, itis without any real exiftence, and only
fubfifts in imagination. ~ The continuation of the
Roman Hiflory will inform you, how far they
were from even that kind of liberty.

Mifs Rural. Perhaps, when the authority was
lodged in the hands of one only, as in Targuin’s
time ; but in the time of the commonwealth,
when it was lodged in the Confu/s and the Tri-

51{72?.7- LR
«  Mrs.
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Mrs. Afable. That is the very time, I mean.
The proof we fhall find in the hiftory ; and fome
day we will difcufs, whether that liberty, which
the Romans never had, was referved for England.
What reign was it we broke off a, lady Wity ?

Lady Witty. The reign of Targuin the elder.
I will difpatch, in a word, what relates to the
kings, to pafs to the Confuls. : -

Lady Ziolent. Not fo, madam, with your leave.
You thall inform us, if Mrs. dffable sllow it,
with all that you know. Iam not in fuch hafte
for the Confuss. '

“Mrs. dfable. Make this refle®ion, ladies. If
every one mult have their liberty, we muft go
together by the ears. Lady Wityis for abridging,
lady Piolent is for extending the account. So man
heads, as many different minds. Let piftols be
brought in ; and we fhall fze, who gets the better.

Lady Wirty. Good God | Mrs. Affable, there is
no occafion for fighting. It is but reafonable to
fatisfy lady Vio/ent. 1 don’t much care to repeat
this beginning, that I know fo well; and at the
fame time it would be unjuft to refufe lady Vie=
lent the pleafure, T have once had myfelf.

Lady Zis/ont. You are extreme good, my dear;
~ fHill T would not abufe your complaifance, If it
be the lealt trouble to ‘you, I will read it over
by myfelf. i b

Mrs. Afable, Well | we, are agreed without
any firuggle. Tell me, lady Wiuy ; you are
going to a&t againft your own will ; you are not
free’ now, that you ave doing what you have no
mind to do. Not to be free in any attion, is to
be a flave with refpe& to that a&tion. What do
you think of it, my dear ?

Lady Witty, T fece no lavery or force in- the'
cefes*where I obey the diGates of reafon. That

G would
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would be, indeed, a great evil to have the liberty
of being unreafonable. ;

Mrs. 4fable. Then we might define that man
to be free, who obeys only right reafon.

- Lady Zagy. And the definition I realiy believe
to be a very good one. | sk

Mifs Rural. But it may frequently happen, that
the opinions, however reafonable, are different.
I have, I fuppofe, a houfe mear yours ; reafon
tells me I ought to make it as convenient as pof=
Tible. It is but two ftories high. I build a third,
which takes off your profpett of a large garden,
¥ou canmot hinder me, without abridging myli-
berty ; and reafon does not forbid you ufing your
beft endeavours, to hinder me from the ufe of
this liberty.

Lady Wiry. You muft excufe me, madam. If
the profpeét of ‘that garden is only pleafurable, I
can be without it; if I am refolved to have
this view, I can add another ftory to my houfe,
If my houfe will not bear another ftory and yours
ob{tru& my light, I can have recourfe to your -
reafon for ebtaimng jufltice from yov, and, if
you refufe this, to the laws, which are fo to
regulate the liberty and property of paxticulars,
as not to prejudice that of others.

. Lady Louifa. And yer you might lofe your
caufe.  When" the city of Lendon was. burnt, a
magnificent plan was: offered for rebuilding it.
Every {treet was to be frait as a line. St. Paul’s
was 1o {tand in the middle of ‘a large fquare
openiog into noble fireets. The plan was -not
to be executed; particulars would build on the
old fpot, which they formerly occupied, wherein
their liberty could nct be conftrained, and, out of
a regard to chat, the city was rebuile all awry.

' Lady
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- :Lady Lucy.. My fervice to the liberty of parti-
culars, which tyrannizes over the public. Dolyou
like that {oct.of libenty, mifs Rural?
. Mifs Rural. No, madam ; I own that there
was good reafon to force particulars, who. took
the advantage of libexty tabe oug of 1eafon. . -
. -Mrs. 4ffable. Remember this; ladies;; the lis
berty of the public is always to take place of the
liberty of private perfons ; we fhall have frequent
occafion for this maxim., Let us now i{peak of
Tarquin. :
- Lady Senfible. The ladies have not forgot; that
Taiguin behaveddike a man of honour, to arrivd
at the thronme.  Ashe had afted the part of a vir+
tuous perfon fo many years, he contraéted fuch
a habit of doing goed actions, that he never loft
it, and: proved a very good king. . The fons of
dncus never forgor the trick he put upon them;
they endeavoured to give him a great deal of
trouble ; but their il will was without fuccefs,
and he brought matters about fo, as to have
them banithed. He was engaged in feveral wars,
which he always,concluded: to the advantage of
the Romans 3 and in the intervals, which the
winter, feafon afforded, his ftudy.and chief appli-
cation was to keep up order, and to provide, that:
plenty of provifions fhoyld reign at. Rowe, and;
in the territory, that depended of it.  In ope of:
his wars he took a lady of ditjattion prifoner,
who was big with chijd. She was delivered of a
fon ; he was called Servius Tylljus, and was in-
tended to be brought up, to waitin the fervice of
the royal palace. They thought one day, that the
child flept, they faw his head crowped with
flames ; perhaps he had been elettrifigd, Mrs.
Affable. I only jeft, ladies, no doubt, but this,
was effefted in fome manner by the rays of the
: G 6 fun ;
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fun; however it was, Tanaqui/, who loved to
deal in the marvelous, firmly believed the report;
and preditted the child would be the glory of
his family. As fhe had prophefied, fhe was in
honour obliged to fee, that the prediGion was ac~
complifhed ; fhe left nothing undone to bring it
to bear, ‘and gave Serwius the beft of education.
He took it with fuch advantage, that he became
the delight of the king, and of the people. The
king gave him his own daughter in marriage, and,
tho’ he had two grand fons, Targuin and Aruns,
Tanaguil defigned to place him on the throne after
her: husband’s deceafe ; and this was {fo much
the  eafier to be done, as the people withed it
earnettly. )
Mean while Zncus’s two fons, who were exiled,
bore it with patience, and with hopes of fucceeding
the king, who was declining in years. They were
in a rage, when apprifed of the difpofition of the
Romans in favour of Serwius ; and, to the end
that Zanagusl ihould have no time to ftrenghten:
his party, they refolved to get Targuin difpatched.
‘T'wo murtherers in the guife of country labourers
pretended to. quarrel before the king’s palace ;
the good prince, who thought it his duty, to do
juitice to the meaneft of his fubje@s, ordered
them to' be-brought in, that they might come to
an accommodation. Whilft one was laying the
cale before him, the other fell on the king, and
lalied ‘him 'with a' batchet, he held in his hand.
Tanaguil kept her ufual prefence of mind in this
difaftrous circumftance ; fhe ordered perfons of
affured fidelity to lay the royal corps in bed, and
publithed, that he was only wounded, and not
mortally ; that he defired the people to: allow
Serwias the 'management of affairs, till he re-.
covered,: andohe ‘employed his time to fo mucly
b - 1) ddvan-
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advantage for the eftablifhing of his authority,
that the people looked upon him, as their king:
The fenate was not altogether fo favorable to
Serwius, who, finding their unreadinefs to confent,
paft over that ceremony, and got himfelf elected
by the:people. .

Mifs Bella. 1 don’t approve of eleftive king~
doms. The eletion can ncver be made peaceably ;
befides, two different interefts are fet up in the
kingdom, one of the ftate, the other of the reigning
- family.

Lady Mary. I don’t take this ; pray, my dear,
be fo kind, as to explain this point.

Mrs. Affable. You know, that, in hereditary
kingdoms, the king is fure, that the fucceflion is
his fon’s inheritance, whereby the good of the
ftate, and the advantage of his fon are linked
together. An example will let you fee what I
mean.

The king is pleafed to grant you a forelt for
your felf, and your heirs, but he makes the
grant of another to me, for life only. In this
cafe, if you will but alt rationally, you would be
contented with lopping the branches of the trees,
and you would keep the wood in the beft order;
feeing it is theinheritance of your children; and
no walfte could be made without much prejudice
to the family. The intereft of your family and
the prefervation of the wood is the fame. I am
in a different fituation ; the love I have for my
family, has no cenneftion with maintaining and
keeping up an eftate, that is not to pafsito my
defcendants ; on the contrary, I thall e naturally
inclined to make all advantages poflible, to cut
down the large trees, to pluck up others, and to
deftroy, withouz any concern for their intereft,
who come to pollefs this eltate after me, and whao
are quite ftrangers to me. "Tis
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. "Tis the fame, where a kingdom. does not dg-~
fcend to the king’s pofterity. Iemakes as much
of it as hecan, becanfe his family’s intereft, and
that of the kingdom, are two very different ob-
jelts, whereas, in an hereditary kingdom, they
are intimately connetted. Pleafe to go on. with
the hiftory of Servius. | : .

. Lady Winy. In my opinion, Serwins was the
beft, the greatelt king, and had the moft diftin-
guilhed talents for reigning, that ever governed
in Rome ; and, to follow Mrs. 4fable's method,
I will now eadeavour to prove the truth of this
opinion. . _

Romulushad divided the people into thirty claffes,
which weve called Curie,and anfiwer to the wards
m the city. - The wards were equal in the num-
ber of men. Now, ladies, you know, that ia a
kingdom the number of the poor exceeds greatly
that of the rich. For infltance, let us fuppofe a
hundred "wards of the poorer fort, and ten of
wealthy perfoas; it was the fame at Rome, and
had: very bad effelts.  And firfl, they: voted by
wards, in their general affemblies about public
Lufinefs; eleStions, peace or war. The poor wards
had you fee an hundred votes, the rich but ten,
Another inconvenience was, that all wards were
taxed alike,and the pooreft paid as much, as the
sicheft, which was really unjuft.

Mifs Sophy. - I eafily fee the injuflice of the
poor paying as high taxes as the rich, -but I don’t
perceive any reafon for your judging, that it is
not proper for the poor, to have more votes, than
the rich; I fhould rather think, that the poor
having lefs ambition, than the rich, are {o much
fitter to govern.

o Mrs. 4ffubk.  The thought feems to be, but is
mot, good.  You fay, that the poor have 1;3{‘5
ambi=
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sambition, than the rich. It is a miftake, my
.dear ; their ambition does not alpire fo high,
but takes.in as many objells, as theirs. Iam of
lady Wirty’s opinion, that the rich are fitter to
.govern the ftate, than the poor, and for thefe
_reafons. :

The intereflt of moft wealthy pexfons is to pre-
ferve tranquillity and peace in the flate, that they
may not lofe in the troubles of a ¢commonwealth
the happy flate they enjoy. The poor have little
.or nothing to Jole ; their condition is frequently
fuch, thatit cannot be worfe, and of courfe every
change may be advanrageous. 1 fuppofe, that I
am blind, and that your fight is very weak;
a quack, or mountebank comes” and aflures us,
that he has a powder, that will reftore my fight
and ftrengchen yours ; I muft not make the:leaft
{cruple about the ufe of his powder, why ? Ican
lofe nothing, I hazard nothing; I am blind ;
nothing worle can happen to the eyes; if 'the
remedy has no effett, I {hall continue as I am. 1

ave all to hope for, and run no risk. Your
cafe is different. Your fight is weak ; however,
you fee; and it is poffible, that you may change
your fituation for a worfe, We may fay the fame
with refpeét to. the rich and the poor. 'The laft
may lay, what concern is it to.us, whether an ene-
my invades the kingdem or not 2 They can take
nothing from thofe, who poflefs nothing; they
will plunder Rome ; fo much the worfe for the
rich ; they will not meddle with us ; on the othex
hand, perhaps, we may bave fome {mall fhare in
the booty. :

 Lady Louifa. Tt may be alfo added, that the rich,
baving reccived a bester education, ave better
judges of what is more or lefs for the public

good. »
Mirs,
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Mes. Afable. Yes, madam ; and thus T think, T

have clearly fhewed, that, for the intereft of the

ftate, the government is better placed in the
hands of the rich, than of the poor. .

Lady 7itty. Confequently Serwius was very pru-
dent in placing power and authority in the weal-
thy part of the common-wealth ; but this alrer-
ation required an able head-piece, and skillful ma-
nagement ; for the common people of Rome were
very jealous of the privilege, they had to govern
the ftate.

Lady Violent. Did he take Lycurguss method,
and propofe the law with armed foldiers abour
him ?-

Lady Witty. No madam ; he had wit enough to
bring about this change, without giving any per-
fon reafon to complain. He convened  the peo-

. ple; he faid, that he thought it very unjuft for
the poorer fort to pay, as much as the rich, and
added, that he conceived he could make another
regulation, by which the poor would be relieved;
and pay very liccle.

Mifs Bella. 1 durft lay a wager, that the ma-
jority was for him.

Lady Witty. You are [ure to win, madam; he
had liberty to do, ‘as he pleafed ; and he begun
with an order for every Roman, to bring in an ac-
count of the value of their eftates, He then pro-
“ceeded ro'divide them into an hundred and ninety
three clafles, which he called ‘Cenruries s but for
the better underi’fanding this, I make this com-
parifon. Suppofe the fame is done here at London,
and that the firft clals confifts of perfons worth
twenty five choufund pounds ferling per @,
you eafily conceive this clafs cannot be VEry ni-
merous, it ~may poflibly not reach more than.
an hundred. :

: If
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v If the fecond clafs be made up of perfons worth
twenty thoufand pounds per ann. this would ex-
-ceed the other in number; and there would be
ftill more in a third clafs of fuch ashad an yearly
income of fifteen thoufand, and more yet in an-
other, of ten thoulund pounds per anz. You un-
derftand plainly, that the numbers muft gradu-
ally increafe, and that the numbers muflt be great-
“er, where a lefs yearly income is required. So
that in the laft clafs there might be twenty thou-
fand men, and not above one hundred in the firfk.
The claffes being thus difpofed, let us imagine an
afleflment made in this manner; that every
clafs pay ene thoufand pounds; how much muft
every one in the firft and laft clafs pay? ,
 Lady Chariotte. In the firft clafs every one pays
ten pounds, and in the laft a fhilling. _
Lady Witty. You may guefs, how pleafed the
poor were, when this regulation took place 5 but
at the {fame time, Serwins made another, which
they did not fo fully enter into ; and, by which the
claffes were each to have a vote, that of an hun-
dred equal to that of twenty thoufand. Now
there was ninety-eight clafles of the rich, -and
ninety-five of the poorer fort. They began with
the votes from the firft, and fo on in order, where-
by, affairs being decided by the majority of votes,
they could be determined, before they came to
the poor centuries, whofe votes were then taken,
only for form’s fake. ‘
Lady Violent. Serewins, I muft fay that for him,
was very unlucky, and took in the people of
Rome very artfully. :
Lady Zucy. 1 haveread over the Roman Hiffory
three times without underftanding this, which
kept me in the dark, with regard to the perpe=
tual difputes between the Patricians and the Ple-
beians ; the firft always defiring the vaotes tokbe
taken
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taken by cemturies, and the laft by the curie, or
wards. Now I am let into the meaning. -

Lady Witty. Afterwards Serwiys ordered an ae-
count of the Romans and of their eftates to be
taken after every five years. The numbering of
the people concluded with a facrifice to purify
the -city, which was called /lfirum, and has
alfo. been approp