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1980 marked the Twenty-Fifth Anniversary of the Scarborough Public Library system. The system has come a long way 
since 1955 when it started with three libraries, one bookmobile and a collection of some 23,000 books. 

We now have fourteen libraries, a bookmobile and a collection of 823,537 items, and, in addition, provide services to shut
ins and various ins titutions. The fact that the circulation of the Scarborough Public Library has passed the three and a half 
million mark indicates the progress made in meeting the needs of a growing Borough. 

There was no official celebration of our Twenty-Fifth Anniversary. However, in September articles about the history of 
Scarborough Public Library appeared in dail y and local newspapers, and there was particular interest shown in a 1955 
photograph of a bookmobile and its young users. Readers were asked to identify themselves and on identification, the 
people were interviewed and found to still he keen library users. 

In May, all public libraries in Met ropolitan Toronto joined in a Public Library Week, and the Honourable Pauline Mc. 
Gibbon, Lieutenant Governor of Ontario, officiated at the Opening Ceremony in Nathan Phillips Square. Many of our 
Board members and staff were in attendance to celebrate the event, along with an est imated 8,000 supporters. The week 
was very successful in focus ing attent ion on public libraries. 

T o wards the end of May, I participated in the selection of an architect for the Malvern Recreation Complex. This was the 
cuJmination of a seven year project planning process and we are looking forward to the opening of a community library in 
the Malvern area in 1982. 

There has been an e nth usiastic public response lo the toy lending service opened at the Albert Campbell District Library in 
June . The toys for the collection were purchased from the donations of community service clubs and local businesses and 
matching Wintario fund s. Our thanks are extended to Alderman Florence Cruickshank for her untiring effor ts in initiating 
and bringing this project to fruition. 

In October, the Board chose the architects, Moffat , Moffat and Kinoshita, to d esign the long-awaited addition lo the 
Cedarbrae District Library. It is ex pected that construc tion will be under way by the middle of 1981 and that this facility 
will be in use by earl y 1982. To ensure that the needs of all public service areas are considered, a co-ordinating committee 
of s taff members arc involved in the ongoing planning of this programme. Additional space to house the collection and 
large r mee ting fac ilities fo1· publjc programmes will be welcomed by patrons of this district library. 

Our Twe nty-Fift h Ye ar was a time lo look back with pride on our accomplishme nts in th e d evelopme nt of library services 
in t he Borough of Sc,1rhorough. Diffic ulties and serious financial restraints have sometimes hampered us, but the contribu
tion of t he Board and s taff throughout the years has been more than equal to the chalJcnge. Viewing our success in the past 
can but give us confidence as we move into the future. 

Sheila Ch urchmuch, 
Chairman, 
Scarboro ugh Public Library Board. 
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The cost of providing public library service to the residents of the Borough during 1980 was 86,116,217, or approximately 
S14.31 per person living in Scarborough. The money for the budget is obtained from three sources: 83 per cent from the 
Council of the Borough of Scarborough, 13 per cent from the Provinc ial Government and the remainder from general in
come. In viewing the basic price of $14.31 per resid ent for public library service, it is worth noting that this was the approxi
mate price of a hard cover novel, or half the price of an average reference book, or about a third of the hourly charge for 
supplying information by the private sector during 1980. 

In taking advantage of the services of the public library system, the users of the fourteen branches and one bookmobile 
borrowed 3,544,211 items and requested answers to 835,211 questions. The residents of the Borough made approximately 
2.5 million visits to the public libraries in the search for relaxation, knowledge, information and general assistance in their 
daily life. To support the activity from the branches and bookmobile, the staff behind the scenes added 132,657 new items 
to the collection, located and obtained 4,163 different hooks and periodical articles from libraries across Canada, and in
formed 43,738 people that their specially reserved books were available at their nearest branch library. The resources of the 
public library include 652,339 hardcover books, 119,225 paperbacks, 2 ,559 films and videotapes, 44,926 records and 
cassettes, 466 framed prints, 931 periodical titles , 60 machine-readable data bases and lens of thousands of reports and 
pamphlets from government, corporate and private sources. 

The specialist services of the public library dealing with ~enior citizens, children and teenagers, multilingual materials and 
films all experienced a record year. S taff delivered books and t alking hooks to 190 senior citizens and handicapped aduJts, 
visited fourteen senior citize n nursing homes and apartments giving library service, and maintained five d e posit collectio ns iri 
other senior citizen nursing homes. The pleasure of reading was emphasized by the children's service, and popular paperback 
collections were placed in many b ranch libraries for the teenage population. The multicuJtural services now acquire hooks 
and cassettes in over twenty languages, and during 1980 particular emphasis was placed on developing colJections in the 
Asian languages and in German, Italian and Greek. The film s from the public lib rary were viewed for information and re 
creation by 360,653 people of the Borough. 

Special programmes were held for 57,927 c hildre n and included film shows, puppe t shows, story hours and hook clubs. For 
the adults 977 programmes were held and 25,758 people attended lechues and workshops on a multitude of subjec ts. As has 
been indicated, 1980 was another record year and it is expec ted that use of the public library sys tem will continue to grow 
as residents new and established discover the value of the public library system. 

Pe ter J. Bassncll , 
Direc tor , 

Scarborough Public Library Board. 
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SCARBOROUGH 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES 
ALBERT CAMPBELL DISTRICT BRANC H 
496 Birchmount Rd. (a t Danforth Rd . ) 

Fi lm Services 

CEDARBRA E DI STRICT BRANC H 
545 Markham Rd . (S. of Lawrence Ave. E. ) 

698-1 194 

698-11 91 

431- 2222 

AGI NCOURT BRANC H 293- 7811 
Ag incourt Ma ll, Sheppard Ave. E. (at Kennedy Rd .) 

BENDAtE BRANCH 431-914 1 
151 5 Dan forth Rd. (at Mc Cowan Rd.) 

BRIDLEWOOD BRANC H 499-4284 
Bridlewood Ma ll , Warden Ave . (at Fin ch Ave.) 

CLIFFCREST BRANC H 266-5697 
Cliffcrest Plaza, Kings ton Rd . (a t McCowan Rd .) 

EG LI N TON SQUARE BRANC H 755-3986 
Egl i nton Square Mall , Eg li nton Ave. E. 

(a t Victori a Pk. Ave.) 

GUI LDWOOD BRANC H 266-4787 
Guildwood Plaza, Guildwood Pkwy. 

(at Livi ngston Rd.) 

HI G HLAND CREEK BRANC H 282-72 11 
277 O ld Kingston Rd . (at Morrish Rd.) 

McGREGOR PARK BRAN CH 759- 6757 
2219 Lawrence Ave . E. (a t Birchmount Rd. ) 

MORN INGS IDE BRANC H 282 - 3485 
Morn ingside Mall (a t Kingston Rd . ) 

PORT UN IO N BRANCH 282-7428 
5530 Lawrence Ave. E. (at Port Un i on Rd.) 

TAYLOR MEMORIAL BRANCH 698-3481 
1440 Kingston Rd . (at Warden Ave.) 

WOODSIDE SQUARE BRA N CH 291-9437 
Woods ide Square Mal l , Finch Ave. 

( at Mc Cowan Rd . ) 

* * * * * 
ADM I NIS TRA T I ON C EN T RE 

Bookmobile Dept. 
Pu blicity Dept. 

1076 Ellesmere Rd. (a t M idland Ave. ) 

291-1 991 

Ext. 42 
Ex t. 30 
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