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ADVERTISEMENT.

THE Sfollowing finall per-
| formance is really what the
title page declares it to be. It
awas written, about feven. or
eight years ago, in_feparate let-
ters from the suthor to one -of
bis daughters at a boarding-
fehool.  Her mother defiring to
have thefe methodized, and pro-

pery



ADVERTISEMENT.
perly arranged, for the ufe of
the reft of their children, fons as
well as daughters, they were ac-
cordingly thrown together into
their prefent form. Since that
time feveral of the author’s friends,
on whefe judgment he could rely,
and particularly fome of bis fe-
male acquantance, baving foen
the manufeript, urged that it
Should: be printed; faying that
they found themfelves affected by
reading tt, and that the publifp-
ing of it would do good, Thefe

(Zl"gll-



ADVERELSEMENT,

arguments have prevailed with
bim to confent to its publica-
tion 5 trufting that, whatever
its defects may be, the reader will
be convinced that it is well
meant, and written jfrom the

beart.
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FROM A

FATHER to his DAUGHTER.

DEAR M.
N a former Jetter I gave you
reafon to expect that you might
foon hear from me again, and per-
haps at greater length. My writing
at prefent, however, does not pro-
ceed from my having any appre-
henfions, that you will be deficient
in eiving all neceflary attention to
every part of your behaviour, and to
the feveral things in which you are

LB 0
B encaged.



2 A Letter from a Father

engaged. But now that you arc
at a diftance, and as writing is the
only way left:me of converfing with
vou, I think it my duty, by a-let-
ter now and then, to fuggeft to you
fome things I wifh you to be early
anformed of, that they ‘may make
a more lafting impreflion, and be
the fooner of ufe to you. One at
your age, unexperienced, and un-
tufpicious, ftands greatly in need of
dire¢tion. The paths of life are in-
tricate and dangerous ; and, to carry
us fafely through them, great cir-
ccumfpection is required.  Happy
they, who betimes have been deter-
mined into the rightroad ! As the
foundation of good or bad habits is
<commonly laid in youth, no pains

dhould
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“fhould be fpared, at this period, to
“give the mind a proper turn, and
“to point out the courfe that ought
‘to be purfued. A timely hint has
preferved many from grievous mif-
‘takes ; while others, from the want
of it, have been brought into cir-
- ~cumftances very troublefome and
perplexing.

‘The firft thing to be inculcated
«upon young perfons is that they
be of a trattable difpofition, and
lay themfelves open to inftruction.
For a great while to come you can
truft but little to your own under-
ftanding, and therefore muft fuffer
yourfelf to be dire¢ted by thofe on
wwhofe judgment and friendfhip you

B2 can
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can fafely rely. 'Whenever you are
at a lofs, be fure to have recourfe
to them: nay, it would be right
never to attempt any thing without
firft confulting them. Young peo-
ple are apt to be conceited, and to
think they know enough ; which 1s
a great misfortune, becaufe it ren-
ders them pofitive, tenacious, and
unadvifable. A diffident, advifable
temper, on the contrafy, is the true
foundation of every worthy ac-
complithment, as it difpofes one
to hearken to reafon, and good
counfel, 2nd to aét accordingly. Be
always ready to give up your opi-
nion to thofe of oreater knowledge
and experience than yourfelf, even
when you may think you are in the

right:



to his Daughter. 5

right : you will daily grow wifer by
fo doing.

Whatever you undertake in the
courfe of your education, firive
to excel in it. Thisis both for your
profit and your reputation. To
learn things by halves is learning
to little purpofe ; and thofe who do
not make due progrefs in what they
are taught with all advantages, af-
front their teachers, difappoint their
parents, and, to their own thame,
are fufpetted of idlenefs, or want of
capacity ; an imputation which, I
dare fay, you would with to avoid.
It is not fuppofed, that during your
flay at a boarding-fchool you can be
perfe€t in every thing, if in any

B 3 thing ¢
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thing : but by attention, and ap-.
plication, you will acquire fuch a-
knowledge, habit, and manner of
doing things, as will enable you,
by your own induftry afterwards,
to accomplith what your teachers
could not do, by reafon of the thort
time you were under their care.

That you may not create un-
eafinefs to yourfelf, or to others, I
recommend to you an exat and-
chearful compliance with the rules-
of your houfe ; by the obfervance
of which you will be early inured.
to fubjection and regularity, Some
of them, I know, have been. rec-
koned hardfhips, fuch as confine-
ment, and a ftriCter diet than very

indul-
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indulgent parents will approve of.
Thefe, however, I confider as ne-
ceflary in the ceconomy of a board-
ing-fchool ; and a prudent gover-
nefs will always regulate them con-
fiftently with decency, and the
health of her boarders.

A habit of confinement, in the
beginning of life, is the beft mean of
curing young people of that ram-
bling, gadding difpofition, which;
is fo natural to them. It may be
irkfome, indeed, at firft, but cuf-
tom makes it eafy: and, by de--
grees, they learn to keep at home:
from inclination, as well as to en-
joy themfelves in {folitude ; the
good effets of which are often ex-

B perienced.
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perienced through the whole of
life.

A -moderate and plain diet not
only contributes to health, but is
efpecially neceflary under confine-
ment, and accuftoms young peo-
ple to a due government of their ap-
petite ; which, when gratified in all
its cravings, renders many of them
very troublefome to themfelves,
and to every body about them.
Pampering and full meals, variety
and dainties, inflame the paffions,
flimulate the appetite too much,
or, perhaps, deftroy it; and lay the
foundation of difeafes that may
thorten life, or make it a burden.
A habit of eating or drinking more

than
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than the neceffities of nature re-
quire, and a paffion for delicate
eating, as it is called, do not at all
- correfpond with the idea we have of
female delicacy ; which forbids all
indulgences of this kind, as an-in-
decency, and no way confiftent
with thofe reftraints the fex ought
willingly to lay upon themfelves. A
olutton, and an epicure, are equal-
ly odious.

Confinement, and temperate
meals, are fo far from being hard-
thips, in your prefent fituation, that
it would be happy for many were
they to be kept under the fame
difcipline for a great while after
they leave a boarding-fchool; till

their
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their own experience has con-
vinced them of its advantages.
This is the more ncceflary, as
now a f{pirit of diffipation prevails-
every where;. and every fathion-
able table is fpread with all the
incentives to luxurious gratifica-
tion..

The bare mention of fubjeion,.
a little above, poffibly would ftartle
you. It is an unpleafant word, I
ewn, and’' founds ill to one who
does not underftand its meaning in
this place, or has not been ufed to.
obey. But fubjetion is an eflen-.
tial part of education: without it
nothing can be done ; neither pre-
éept nor example will have any in-

fluence.
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ftuence. If you do not, in youth,
learn obedience to others, who cer-
tainly beft know what is fit for you,.
you never will be able to govern:
yourfelf ; and felf-government is.
the higheft attainment of our na-
ture : he that conquers himfelf is.
greater than he that conquers the
whole world. Nor muft it be im-
puted to feverity, or the want of’
natural affection, that parents fome--
times crofs their children’s inclina-
tions, by abfolutely refufing, or de--
laying to grant, what they are fet:
upon. By this they mean to teach
them patience -and ' fubmiffion, as
well as to bear difappointments and
mortifications, which are unavoid-
able in life.  'When young people

are
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are never thwarted, but are indulged
in all their humours and fancies,
‘they grow haughty and headftrong;
will have what they pleafe, and do
what they pleafe; and commonly
prove very difagreeable to all who
-may ever have to do with them.
Many  parents have been feverely
punithed for their indulgence, in
the difobedience and ungovernable
~ temper of their children, to whofe
faults they were blind. Believe me,
they are your beft friends who take
the trouble to thew you what you
ought to do, and what you ought
not to do; who plainly tell you
your faults, that you may amend
them.

I would
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I would farther advife you not to
enter into party quarrels. Where
there is a number of young people
together, little jealoufies and dif-
putes will arife, and offences will
be given. Every body is, fome
how or other, drawn in to take a
fide; each fide grows keen, and the
parties, by degrees, contract par-
ticular likings and averfions to
one another. 'This humour is car-
ried from the boarding-fchool, and
encreafed by their intercourfe with
the world ; where it daily difcovers
itfelf by a difpofition to argue, and
a readinefs to take partin every af-
fair that comes to be a matter of
public difcuffion, and in which
every one, however unfit the may

be,
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‘be, affumes a right to judge. How
-often have we+{een towns, cities, a
‘great part of a country, .nay the
‘whole nation, divided about mat-
“ters in which not one in ten thou-
“fand had any coencern ; yet all feem-
~ed to be as deeply engaged, as if
“their own fafety or intereft had been
-at ftake! I have often wondered to
fee the women the keencft in fuch
-difputes; which, to me, appeared
‘very unbecoming. ‘Let a woman,
when the is called to it, maintain
“her opinion, or diffent from others,
“in decent terms, and without en-
“tering into an argument {o far as to
-alter her temper, or difcompofe her
features. She thould avoid all con-
~verfation that may deprive her of

L
that
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‘that foftnefs and compofure which

-are {o agreeable in the fair fex, and

‘ought to accompany all their

{peeches and behaviour. A woman
- ruffled with .paffion makes a dif-
agreeable appearance ; indeed fhe is
‘not herfelf.

That you may be reftrained from
engaging ‘in thefe filly contefts,
-always afk yourfelf: what con-
cern have I in the affair? If you
‘have none, be filent; if you have
any, tell your mind calmly; and,
as far as they will bear it, put a
favourable conftruétion upon the
actions and opinions of others, In
any cafe be ready, on all proper
‘occafions, to vindicate truth, and

10
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to fupport thofe who . are borne
down by unjuft obloquy. Should
converfation turn warm, endeavour
to change the fubje¢t. By thefe
means you will gain a character for
prudence, friendthip, and honefty.

When I advife you not to enter
into party quarrels, I would, at the
fame time, entreat you to avoid all
plotting and collufion, in order to
carry on any little purpofe in a clan-
deftine manner; a practice too fre-
quent in {chools, and often attend-
ed with bad confequences. The
{malleft appearance of this thould
be {feverely checked, and every
thing that may give occafion to it

-removed ; becaufe it teaches young

peoxgle
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people to be cunning and artful, to
-diflemble and equivocate; and com-
monly ends in downright lying ;
which, if not timely prevented,
may grow into a habit. Now, that
you may be preferved from falling
into fuch a hateful practice, never
allow yourfelf to do any thing you
dare not freely own, or may have
caufe afterwards to repent and be
athamed of. Sincerity is the greateft
- -ornament of our nature; for, with-
-out truth, what are all the talents,
all the accomplithments, one may
be potlefled of ? Nothing can com-
penfate the want of it.

Begin early to flore your mind
with knowledge, both for felf-en-

@ tertain-
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tertainment, and for ufe. Next to
the plain precepts of morality, the
knowledge of ourfelves, and of
mankind,, i1s* that from which we
muft form a-true {yftem of rules for
our conduct in life, We'acquire
knowledge beft by obfervation and
refle¢tion. Reading, no doubt, isa
good mean of acquiring it ; but
living examples, and daily occur-
rences, are more ftriking, and make

the moft lafting impreflion. Took

round you, and carefully obferve
whdt is amifs, or what is commend=
able in others; and draw a leflon
of inftruction from their good or
bad conduct. Thisis a fure way
of gaining knowledge and expe-
rience, and without any trouble.

Obferve,.
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Obferve, particularly among thofe
with whom you now converfe, what
it 1s that renders one agrecable, and
another difagrecable. One becomes
agreeable, and obtains a good
name, by being modeft, gentle,
affable, prudent, diligent, peace-
able, friendly, obliging, fincere.
Strive to imitate fuch a one in
thele, and the like amiable qualities.
But another is perhaps as difagree-
able, becaufe fthe is peevith and
perverfe, pert and forward, a tat-
ler, falfe, proud, cenforious, {piteful,
and contentious ; of a plotting mis-
chievous difpofition, and given to
cunning and diffimulation, to flan-
der and backbiting : thefe are
the difgrace of our nature, and the

Ca2 plague
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piague of our lives; and I hope
you will always have them in ab-
horrence,

Knowledge is the food of the
mind ; but frequently ferves only to
gratify our curiofity, or to raife our
vanity : reflexion digefts it, and
makes it of real ufe to us. One
may know a great deal, and yet
underftand very little.  Accuftom
yourfelf, therefore, to think, ‘and
to think juftly, of what you read,
or hear, or fee, fo ‘as to apply it
wifely to the purpofe of your own
i'mprovement. But, in a' fpecial
manner, you ought to know well
your own heart, in order to corret
any wrong bias, and to cherifh any

good
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good difpofition that may be there.
Self-knowledge is, of all other, the
moft important to ourfelves ; and in
our own minds we may read the

tempers and characters of all man~

kind.

To the little care that has been
taken to cultivate the mind of the
fair fex, is attributed their having
{fo much a turn to drefs and diver-
fions; their trifling way of fpending
time, and as trifling converfation.
Many of them, alas! having no
fund at home, muft feek for fome-
thing out of themfelves, to fupply
the woeful vacancy of thought they
feel within,  But, by due culture,

C3 a tafte



2% A Letter from a Father

a tafte might be excited for mental
pleafures, which would difpofe
them to a proper employment of
time, and render their converfation
inftructive and entertaining. As
their fentiments are naturally deli-
cate and refined, their company, in
general, 1s more engaging than that
of the men, which fhould be no
{mall inducement, one would think,
to improve their thinking powers.
But the head and the heart feem,
at prefent, to be only fubordinate
confiderations, if at all attended to:
and what a poor figure does a wo-
man make, even with all outward
advantages, if good-nature, and
good-fenfe be wanting ?

In
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In converfation I with you to be
diftinguifhed for fenfe, and a truc
knowledge of neceffary things, ra-
ther than for a nice acquaintance
with the idle fafhions; and other
littlenefles that feem wholly to en-
grofs the ‘time and talk of a great
aumber of females; a misfortune
which frequently purfues them for
life. A girl has learned very little,
whofe chief accomplithment, after
much time and pains fpent in her
education, is the knowledge of
thofe matters that relate merely to
the adorning of her own perfon.

That the mind may not be oc-
cupied by little things, always pro-
pofe to yourfelf fomething truly

C4 lauda-
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laudable to do, that may conftantly
engage your attention, and keep
you profitably employed. When
you have more time than at prefent,
allot certain hours every day to
reading, writing, tranflating, and
tranfcribing, from the beft authors,
fuch paffages as pleafe, or affe& you
moft; claffing them under diftinct
heads, both for the fake of me-
thod, and to aflift your memory. It
would be of ufe likewife to keep a
journal of daily occurrences, with
your own obfervations, or the ob-
fervations of others, upon them.
Arnd many things will occur in
converfation, not unworthy of a
place in your diary; fuch as a ju-
dictous remark, a remarkable faét, a

Curiousy
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curious anecdote, a ufeful hint, a
genteel compliment, or a bon mot.
But beware of wit and wanton hu-
mour, which are dangerous things,

and may bring you into trouble..

Such a method, purfued for fome
time, would give you a habit of
attention, and teach you to diftin-
guith readily, as well as to felect
and arrange your materials ; which
might be of advantage to you in
many refpects. However, till you
grow expert in this fort of exercife,
you maft take the affiftance of fome
perfon of tafte and judgment, to
fhew you what fhould be rejetted,
and what retained; that nothing
which is trifling may be allowed a
place in your colleGtion. This furely

would
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would be a more profitable way of
employing time, than being almeft
wholly taken up about matters in
which you may be excelled by very
low people. How many, for in-
ftance, perform all the feats of the
needle in perfection, who have little
elfe to recommend them ? And how
many dance toadmiration, butother-
wife are of no confequence ? Thefe
are mechanical things, in which the
bead has the fmalleft thare; and at
a certain time of life, we lofe the
nclination and capacity for them.

Do not miftake me, as if I ima-
gined that you fhould be indifferent
about, or might difpenfe with, any
of thofe genteel accomplithments

that
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“that are {uitable to your age, fex,
and ftation. On the contrary, I
think them highly neceflary and
becoming ; nor muft you fuffer
yourfelf to be outdone in them. I
only mean that you thould confider
what it 1s that chiefly deferves your
attention, and beftow the greateft
care upon that. People of fupe-
rior birth, fortune, or education,
ought to maintain their fuperiority
by their intelle¢tual acquirements ;
in which they are not likely to be
furpafifed, or even equalled, by
thofe in lower ftations, who have
no probability of improving them-
felves. When a ftock of ufeful
knowledge is not laid up in youth,
life is very infipid, and old age in-

fupport-
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fupportable : but to thofe pofleficd
of it, it is a perpetual fund of plea-
fure and {fatisfaction, through every
period, and in every circumftance
of life.

Here I would recommend to you
the reading of thort and plain trea-
tifes of rational and practical divi-
nity, well chofen books of devo-
tion, and fuch as relate to mo-
rals, human prudence, and good
breeding ; fele¢t pieces of poetry
likewife; and to be familiarly ac-
quainted with the fayings of good
and wife men. Of thefe Solomon
has given the beft colle€tion, and
the beft adapted to common life.
The book of Ecclefiatticus, in the

Apo-
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Apocrypha, contains alfo many ex-
cellent things.

Now that you are about to enter
into life, it is of great importance to
know what life is, or how to live,
in order to be happy. The gene-
rality of mankind, not confidering
what is the true end of their being,
place their happinefs in high rank,
fortune, fafthionable obfervances,
the pleafures of life, and other ex-
ternal things. But all thefe are un-
" certain, and frequently prove the
fource of our greateft unhappinefs.
Rational, folid, and permanent hap-
pinefs, lies in a fteady performance
of our duty, as it refpects God, our
aneighbour, and ourfclves,

Our
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Our duty to God confifts in an
habitual reverence of him, a hum-
ble dependence upon him, an ear-
neft defire to know his will, and a
conftant endeavour to do it, in obe-
dience to his command, from a fin-
cere love, and a fenfe of our obli-
gations to him. In thefe are in-
cluded piety and devotion, a con-
{cientious regard to his inftitutions,
gratitude for all his benefits, and a
full acquiefcence in the determina-
tions of his providence.

Our duty to man confifts in uni-
verfal benevolence, integrity, or the
love of truth, juftice, compaffion,
forgivenefs, forbearance, meeknefs, °
condefcenfion, and the like. 'The

plaineft,
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plaineft ‘'and moft comprehenfive
rule here 1s, to do as we would be
done by; which, as it is binding
on all mankind, is made obvious to
the meaneft capacity.

Our duty to ourfelves confifts in
temperance, or the right govern-
ment of our paffions and defires ;
patience, fortitude, contentment,
the bearing of injuries, a due con-
cern for the prefervation of health
and life, and dilligence in our fe-
veral callings and occupations. An-
other part of our duty, refpecting
ourfelves, is felf-reverence ; that is,
a conftant care never to do any
thing, even in private, unbecoming
our ftation, our chara&er, or the

dignity
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-dignity of our nature. By this is
meant decorum, or decency at all
times, in drefs, converfation, and
behaviour : and we may add a
right choice of company ; for, ac-

-cording to the company we keep,

{o will our manners be. A virtuous
pride, as it may be juftly ftyled, or
a due refpect for ourfelves, is often
a happy mean of preferving us from

-doing any thing that is unworthy

or improper, and that may leflen
s in the opinion of others.

All this, which is but a fthort
fummary of duty, is what we call
religion ; and as there is no {pace
in which there is not fome duty to
be performed, religion, you fee,

muft
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muft be the great, the conftant bu-
finefs of our lives, Many advan-
tages accrue from it. Religion gives
peace and ferenity to the mind ; and
keeps it always regular, attentive,
and prepared for every duty., Itis
a {ure refource under all the trou-
bles, diftrefles, and difappointments
of life; and our only fupport at
that folemn period when all hu-
man aids forfake us. By the habi-
tual practice of it we make daily ad-
vances towards the perfeGtion of our
nature in virtue; and recommend
ourfelves to the favour of that all-
perfect Being, who delights in the
happinefs of his creatures, and their
conformity to him. In fhort, reli-
gion makes God our friend, which

D 15
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is a confideration of unfpeakable

joy and comfort. ‘And it is nota

dull, melancholly, difgufting thing,
as fome would reprefent it; or,asin
too many, who miftake its real na-
ture, it appears to be. On the con-
trary, he who is ‘atuated by this
principle has the beft reafon to be
conftantly chearful, and fatisfied
from himfelf; being always con-
fcious that he honeftly endeavours
to do his duty, and to pleafe his
Maker. Religion impofes no hard-
thips upon us, nothing that is bur-
denfome, or inconfiftent with that
liberty and enjoyment of ourfelves,
which isfuited to our rational na-
ture. - For it does not deny us any
‘of ‘the innocent pleafures of life;

but
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but only regulates them, and re-
{trains us from fuch as are hurtful,
weither in themfelves, or in their
confequences; and thus every way
provides for our happinefs,

Would you then live to the true
purpofes of life, as a reafonable and
an accountable creature, and {o as
to be happy, both here and here-
after; in one word—be religious,
Let me advife you, however, never
to make an oftentatious thew of
being fo. High pretences of this
kind faveur too much of pride or
hypocrify ; and nothing expofes a
perfon more to cenfure and fuf-
picion. On the other hand, be
not athamed to own your belief of

D reli-
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religious truths : but remember, at
the fame time, that a proper de-
portment, not a noify profeifion, 1s
the true evidence that you live un-
der the influence of them.

When I fpoke above of our duty
to-God, I mentiened, among other
things, a ‘confcientious regard to
his inftitutions. Thefe are his wor-
thip, the preaching of his word,
the facraments, and the obferva-
tion of the fabbath. With refpe&
to this laft I would fay a few
things, becaufe a great deal depends
aupon it.

Man 1s a thinking creature, and,
as fuch, 1t 1s natural for him to en-

quire
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quire what, and whence he is; for
what end he was placed here ; what
is required of him; what he is ca-
pable of ;' and what his ftate here-
after may be. Confiderations of
this kind well become him as a
reafonable being ; but the cares and
allurements of the world, by draw-
ing off the attention, do not fuffer
them to operate, with due efhicacy,
upon the generality of mankin A
Now, a portion of time devoted 5 Bt
certain periods, to retirement, 2nd
fober converfe with one’s felf, is a
notable expedient to make us zc:
quainted with ourfelves, and to ha-
bituate us to refle&ion ; the benefit
of which would not be confined to
any particular time, place, or affair;

D g A ha-
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A habit of refle¢tion would accom-
pany us through all the bufinefs of”
life, and, on every occafion, direct
our thoughts to their proper ob-
jets. Of whit advantage this.
would be in the general conduct of
life, and particularly in promoting
our fecular concerns, is eafily con-
ceived. On this account, there-
fore, though nothing elfe were in-
tended by it, the fabbath is cer-
tainly a wife inftitution : it difpofes
one to think : moft of the evils
that befall us are owing to the want
of confideration,

But the fabbath, confidered in a-
religious view, and as a divine ap-
pointment, is an inftitution of a

much
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much higher intendment. By means
thereof a fenfe of the Deity is kept
up in the world ; and ftated oppor-

~ tunities are afforded us of publicly

profefling our belief of his being
and perfetions; and of vowing
obedience to him, as our fovereign,
who, in all refpects, has a right to
it. 'To inform us of our duty, the
preaching of God’s word is wifely
appointed ; and you ought diligently
to attend upon 1it. It is no excufe
for the neglect of fuch an ufeful in-
ftitution to fay that the preacher
does not always pleafe you; or that
you can be more profited, or better
entertained, by reading at home.
It muft be a bad fermon, indeed,
from which no inftruétion can be

D4 drawn.
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drawn. The difference of fermons
often lies more in the language,
and the manner of delivery, than in
the matter of them; for that is much
the fame in them all; and we can-
not always expect to hear fome new
thing. The fame fermon, delivered
by different preachers, will have a
very different effect upon the fame
hearers. A cold, a loofe, an affeted
difcourfe from the pulpit, to be
fure, can neither pleafe nor profit

any body: a plain, fenfible, me-
~ thodical one, though it may not be
fet off with all the graces of fiyle
and action, cannot fail to be ufeful
and acceptable, except to thofe
whofe tafte and ears are too nice to
be pleafed with ordinary things.. But

ordi-
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ordinary things are beft fuited to
common audiences; for, if a fer=
mon be not made level to the ca-
pacity of the audience, of what ufé
isit ? Befides, it is neceffary, from
time to time, to inculcate the moft
obviousitruths,. in order to preferve
the remembrance of what we ajt
ready know; which otherwife might
{lide out of our minds. Though you
thould not receive any new infor-
matiorr from the generality of fer-
mons, yet, if the body of the peo-
ple be inftru¢ted and edified there-
by, 'you ought to.rejoice ; elfe you
are not a friend of mankind; and,

regardlefs of the good-of others, go

to church juft to gratify a prefent

humour, or becaufe it is the fo-

1hion ;
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fhion ; in which cafe you wili
neither be wifer nor better for go-
ing there. If you are honeft in this
matter, you will be influenced by
other, and very different motives;
even the love of God, and the love
of man; which ought to be the

ruling principles in the heart of
every one.

The hearing of a fermon, how-
ever, isnot themainend of our going
to church. Prayer and praife, con-
feffion and thankfgiving, fhould
chiefly engage our attention ; be-
caufe in thefe we direftly addrefs
the Deity ourfelves; and, if truly
devout, have intercourfe with him;
fuch intercourfe as can be fup-

pofed
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pofed to take place in the prefent
ftate.

Communication with the Deity
has been ftrangely perplexed by
fome,. and mifreprefented, or to-
tally denied, by others. Though,
from all the evidence of which it 1s
capable; the thing appears to be a-
bundantly clear ; yet, I am fenfible
that, without fome  explanation,

. you will be at a lofs to know what

1t means, and wherein it confifls..
On our part it is. no other thén the
proper exercife of thofe affections:
which neceffarily refult from a fe-
rious contemplation: of the divine
Being, as poflefled.of all poffible
perfeétions; on whom we entirely

depend ;
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depend ; to whom we are infiniteljr
obliged; and to refemble whom
fhould be our moft earneft with and
endeavour. According to the dif-
ferent views we have of him, in thefe
refpelts, love, reverence, gratitude;
hope, joy, defire, and confidence
in him, alternately fill the mind,
compofe it, and according to cir-
cumitances and occafions, often e-
levate it to a lively pitch of devo:
tion. Every perfon of fentiment
and {enfibility will comprehend this;
and every good man has felt it. On
the other hand, if we believe that
God, who is perfe& goodnefs, at-
tends to the neceflities of his crea-
tures, we muft believe alfo that, a-
greeably to his nature, he is ready to

€Oom-
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communicate to them the good
which they ftand in need of, and
-which with humility they afk of
him.

But what ‘I have juft now faid,
perhaps, may be illuftrated in a
way more familiar to you, and more
adapted to your underftanding.
Suppofe fome perfon thould deliver
you from great diftrefs, or fave your
life when in imminent danger ; fup-
pofe he thould raife you from indi-
‘gence to a -profperous condition;
‘fuppofe him tointereft himfelf, with
all the warmth of friendthip, in
your affairs; and, moreover, to af-
fure you of his conftant care and
protection: would not you love

this
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“this perfon ; would not your heart
-glow with gratitude to him ; would
-not you make him continually the
‘object of your attention; imitate
‘his virtues; truft him with your
;moft important concerns; and re-
joice in ‘having fuch a generous
“friend and prote¢tor ? Youcertainly
avould : nothing could-excufe your
‘folly and ingratitude if you did not.
‘But God -has done infinitely more
for you-than-all the world can do.
To him you are indebted for every
‘thing you -have; from him you
‘muft recetve every thing you hope
for; to him, therefore, the moft
.grateful and (devout acknowledge-
‘ments are'due. Now, in your-adts
of devotion, it 15 only the fame

good
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good affeGtions which you would
exercife towards an earthly bene-
factor that muft be dire&ted to
him who is the great benefaGor
of mankind; but with a fervour
and weneration in {ome degree
proportioned to the excellence of
his nature, and to the number, as
well as the greatnefs, of his bene-
fits. And, when you devoutly wor-
thip him, in the firm petfuafion that
he is both able and willing to grant
your requefls, you may, upon good
grounds, hope for the communi-
cations of his favour. 'This, how-
ever; he difpenfes not always ac-
cording to our defires and expec-
tations; but ‘at what time, and in
what manner, and meafure he

pleafeth ;
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‘pleafeth ; and it becomes not finite
dependent creatures to prefcribe to
infinite wifdom, which does all for
ourgood. The belief-of a God, and
~of a particular providence, makes
all this eafy to be underftood.

Thus far we carry reafon along
with us in our devotional exercifes,
and know what we are about. Be-
yond this all is .dark and inexpli-
cable; and we are in great danger
of deceiving ourfelves; becaufe we
can have no.diftin¢t conceptions of
what we are doing. Of thefe
things, therefore, ftudy to have
right apprehenfions ; that, in all
your addreffes to the Deity, you
may act with underftanding ; and

per-
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perform arational and an acceptable
fervice to him. By this means you
will be preferved from delufion in a
matter of {o great moment ; and, at
the fame time, perceive what a wide
diftin¢tion there is between the calmy’
extafy of truec manly devotion, and
the wild tfanfports of enthufiaftic
rapture. The former fuppofeth a
clear head, and a fecling heart ; the
latter 1s altogether the effeét of a
bodily conftitution, of a weak mind,
or a heated imagination; which,’
by many, has been miftaken for an
extraordinary communication, or a
fupernatural impulfe. © As young
minds are very fufceptible of im-
preflions, they ought to be well in-
formed as to this matter; left they

K thould
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fhould be mifled by the illufioms
of fancy, or by the reading of certain
‘books, whofe authors, though very
honeft, and wery pious, feem to
have written more to the.paffions,
than to the cool reafon ard Judg-
ment of mankind.

To give you all the information
T can on this head, I would ob-
ferve, farther, that, by living up te
the dignity of -our nature, and the
defign of our creation, in a con-
dtant practice of wirtue, we are
very properly faid to maintain a
daily communication with the Deity.
We communicate with him like-
wife when, with proper difpofitions,
we furvey his works, in their num-

ber,
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“ber, immenfity, variety, connexion,
regularity, and ufes; {o as by them
“to be led up to the firft caufe. A
-careful attention to the methods of
his providence too is another way
in which we communicate with
“him, and have evidences of his
“friendly interpofitions on our behalf;
which, on many occafions, even
{ceptics themfelves have beenforced
‘to acknowledge. And, when we
heartily endeavour to forward the
-purpofes of his providence in the
-moral government of the world,
and, by ats of beneficence, to do
all the good 1n our power, we co-
-operate with him in his kind in-
tentions towards mankind, in order

E 2 i £0
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to promote their happinefs both im
this world, and another.

Thefe hints, it is hoped, will, in
fome meafure, ferve to direct you
in your devotions ; and alfo to thew
you that the intercourfe I have
been fpeaking of is neither fuch a
myfterious, nor fuch an imaginary
thing, as fome people are difpofed
to make it. The dotrine 15 not
new, or fingular. The very Hea-
thens entertained a belief that there
was a communication between the
gods and the fouls of good men.
Should any think fit to call this a
dream, they muft allow that, at
leaft, it was a plecafant dream: but
there is more i 1t; which every

ong
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one may be fatisfied of, who will
coolly examine into the ftate of his
own mind, {o as to know its true
bent, and what are its natural
withes. It thews that there is a
principle i man, or a particular
fenfe, if it may be fo called, ex-
citing in him ftrong defires after
a fuperior nature, and a nearer con-
nection with that pure Spirit, who
is the chief good, the fountain of
his happinefs, and perfeGion itfelf,
This confideration fuggefts a great
many things, no lefs edifying to a
{erious, than entertaining to a phi-
lofophic: mind ; but they cannot
have a place here. It is fufficient
to obferve, that intercourfe with the
Deity, in a future ftate, though,

B 2 10
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in fome refpets, it may be the
fame with what we now enjoy in
an imperfe&t manner, will yet be-
attended with very different circum-
ftances. It will no longer fuffer
any difturbance or interruption
from the objets of fenfe, the infir-
mities of our bodies, or the irregu-
larities of our minds.—For our fa-
culties, which now are fo limited,
obfeured, and encumbered with
matter, will then be refined, en-
larged, and freed from every impe-
diment to a vigorous exertion of-
them.—Of confequence, we thall
be able fully to comprehend the
Deity, not only ‘as he is in himfelf,
but as he appears in the various
difplays of his perfeCtions in his

WOTKS,
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works, and difpenfations- towards
mankind, and innumerable other
beings and worlds.—At the fame
time that the mind. is delighted
with the fublimeft objets, it will
be ever employed in exercifes en-
tirely fuited to its {piritual nature.
—And laftly, we fhall be conti-
nually receiving tokens of the di-
vine complacency, without any
thing to diminifh, or deprive us of;,
the unfpeakable felicity arifing
therefrom..

If a great philofopher, among
the ancients, could exult in the
profpect of that happinefs-which he
longed to enjoy in the fociety of de-
parted fages, and belaved friends,.

E 4 how
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how much greater caufe of exulta-
tion have we, who are favoured
with much higher views, and have
a much elearer light to direét us!
Nothing furely can gtve fuch a no-
ble elevation of mind as the ex-
pectation of, one day, mixing witl
{uperior beings, and fpirits made
perfect. If, farther, fuch be the
happinefs to which religion infal-
libly leads us, are not they unrea-
{fonable who fhew themfelves un-
friendly to it; are not  they un-
friendly to themfelves who neglet
or defpife it? They muft be pof-
fefled of no true ambition arifing
from a fenfe of their own dignity ;
as creatures endued with reafon,
and a portion of the Divinity itfelf.

What:
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What is religion but philofophy re--
fined, or a grand fcheme of: intel-
le¢tual and moral improvement;.
by which oar rational nature, now
fo much under the influence of our
paflions, is, at length, freed from
fubjection, and rendered capable of
high attainments? Who then would
not flrive to be as perfet as pof-
fible, even fuppofing our views con-
fined to this ftate of exiftence? If
knowledge and virtue conftitute the
perfection of our nature,. the more
we advance in thefe: th¢ more
pleafure, at leaft, fhall we enjoy as
intelligent beings in this world;
the more fhall we be able to act a
worthy part, as men and good citi-
zens ; which would be equally our

honour,
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honour, our intereft, and our hap--
pinefs. Every. perfon of real wif~
dom and knowledge, who cannot
but be fenfible of his imperfections,,
will, from a regard to himfelf, en-
deavour to be as-much a:man as he

‘can; and few, Ipréfume,_will pre--

tend to fay that they are either

good enough, or wife enough. But

the higheft degree of happinefs we-
can poffibly attain to here, being
no way commenfurate to the hopes
and defires of the human mind, falls

anfinitely thort of what we fhall. be-

pofleflfed of hereafter. It is only
perfection in virtue that can ren-
der us completely happy in every
period of our exiftence.

With



With regard to the public exer--
cifes of religion, I thall add, that to-
join frequently with numbers of our
fellow-creatures in acts. of wor-
thip, is.an excellent mean of ex-
citing and maintaining in-our minds
afpiritof truebenevolence. Thisdif-
pofition you ought carefully to cul-
rivate : for; except in certain cir-
cumftances, merely accidental, all:

. tankind are upon a level, depend:
upon one another, and therefore-
are bound fincerely to love one an-
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other. .

But however regular you may be-
in your attendance at church, and!
bearing-a fhiare-in the public devo--
tiorfs, if the greateft part of the:

{ab-
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fabbath be fpent in vain mirth, i
feafting, in idle amufements, pro-
mifcuous company, or partics of
pleafure, you do not obferve it
fuitably to the defign of the day:
nay, you.act inconfiftently with it,
and lofe all the improvement that

might be derived from fedate think-

ing, when retired from the noife
and hurry of the world. The more

affidious you are in performing the

duties of the Lord’s day, the more
you will be difpofed to the perform.
ance of your duty at all other times,
And, that you may enjoy every day
with fatisfation, confider the fabh-
bath as fet apart for recolletion,
and the forming of good purpofes,
and employ it accordingly.

It
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Tt is a certain obfervation that

the ftate of morals has always been
-according to the obfervance, or non-
obfervance of Sunday. 1t muft be
.a matter of the greateft importance,

then, to fix in the minds of men
the ftrongeft impreffions of the
Deity, and of the duty theyowe him;

to which the inftitution of the fab-"

bath mainly conduceth: no other
way can the welfare of fociety be fe-
cured. Without religion, this world

would be a perpetual fcene of vio-
lence and diforder. Would we:

with to fee, every where, better pa-
rents, more dutiful children, more
faithful fervants, and the people

more honeft, fober, and induftrious,
thofe efpecially of fuperiour ftations

ought,
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~ought, in good policy, to fet them
-an example, particularly by ‘hew-
'ing a punctual regard to' facred in-
fhitutions : if they do not, others
may be induced to think that rehi-
: gion is only ‘& contrivance to over-
awe "the ‘multitude; a fuppofition
~which, at ence, excludes the vir-
‘tuous principle, and deftroys all
‘fenfe of moral obligation. They
“complain, with a very bad grace, of
‘the want of truth, public virtue,
-and good order among us, who dif-
~cover, by their ewn practice, an
“habitual contempt of the moft ef-
“fectual means of ‘promoting thefe.
‘We are alll members of the great
‘community of -mankind, and en-
‘joy the-common privileges of fo-

ciety ;
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fociety ; and therefore are bound to
‘the performance of every focial du-
ty, ‘that may contribute either to
‘the happinefs of individuals, or the
.profperity of the whole.

While I am endeavouring tothew
‘you the necefflity of a ftated day of
teft and devotion, and'that it ought
ito be obferved with. the greateft de-
«cency at leaft, you do not imagine,
T hope, that I.am pleafed with a
demure face, a folemn gait, or
-downcaft eyes on Sunday: I affure

you I am not. Thefe outward ap-
| pearances of fan&ity are by. ne
means certain marks of inward
grace; nor do ‘they ferve the pur-
;pofes of religion. ‘On.the contrary,

they
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‘they greatly mar the comely fea-
tures of devotion; open the mouths
-.of {coffers; and render fuch as are

not the friends -of religion more a-

verfe from it. Sunday was meant

to be a day of gladnefs; “and un-
doubtedly is fo to all who under-
ftand its true intention, fo as to be

-duly affected therewith ; and, when

the heart is glad, it will naturally
exprefs its joy by the chearfulnefs
of the countenance.

But fome are {o gloomy that they
will hardly allow a chearful {pirit to
be confiftent with the fervice -of
their Maker. To be fad, and de-
jected, they think, beft becomes
their condition, as offending crea-

tures ;
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tures ; which gives a melancholy
caft to every ‘thing about them.
People of this temper, furely, have
no amiable conceptions of the fi-
preme Being, the merciful father
of mankind ; they diftruft his good-
nefs ; they ferve him out of fear, not
from a principle of love; and feem
to have forgoten that, notwithftand-
ing our manifold imperfe&ions,
we are bid to rejoice always. '

In one of your letters you ob-
ferved that you always went to
the church, and that none of the
boarders were allowed to go to the
chapel. This I very much approve
ef ; as it is fit your governefs thould
have her young people under her

B eye
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‘eye on Sundays as well as at other
times; nor do I chufe that you
thould appear fingular. But what-
ever fociety of worthiping people
you may, either ftatedly, or occa-
fionally join with, be fincere.

. ‘The lamentable divifions among
‘Chriftians have .done :infinite mif-
chief in the world: and what are
they divided -about ? Not about
the eflentials .of religion, for all
‘Chriftians are agreed as to thefe ;
‘but about circumftanftantials, or
the externals .of religion; fuch
as the conftitution of churches,
modes of worfhip, rites and cere-
monies, and fome peculiar tenets
that diftinguith particular feés ;

COn~
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- concerning which good and wife

men have, at all times, thought,
and always will think, very diffe-

“rently 5 becaufe thefe things are ar-
“bitrary, and depend upon the will
of man. Religion, propetly {peak-
“ing, 1s a perfonal, intérnal, indif-

penfible thing ; wunalterable in its

‘mature ; and enjoined by the fpecial

appointment of heaven; and there-

“fore 1s not fubject to humian con-
“troul, As to thofe things acciden-
»tally conneted with it, for the fake

of decency and convenience, every

~one has ‘a right to determine ac-
~cording to the light of his own con-
“{cience ; and every -church will
«chufe what it thinks beft.

F , Sceing
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Seeing this is the cafe, can it de
honour to the Deity to imagine
that he will condemn his creatures
for unavoidable errors, mere pre-
judices of education; and becaufe
we do not all think the fame way
with regard to things indifferent ?
No furely ; his judgement is more
equitable. He will judge us ac-
cording to the purity of our inten-
tions, and the uprightnefs of our
lives ; according to the good we do,
or endeavour to do, from real good-
nefs of heart, and in imitation of
him who is the fountain of all good-

nefs, good even to the unthankful
and to the evil.

How
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How foolith and prefumptuous,
then, are blind mortals, who would
meafure the Almighty by them-
felves, and think that he will deal
with mankind according to their
peevith, partial, and perverfc hu-
mours ; nay, who, from the bit-
ternefs they exprefs againft all that
differ . from them in perfuafion,
feem to with that he would! W Hhat-
ever they may pretend, this want
of charity deftroys the only fure
mark of their being religious. How
many, at leaft, have been known
to make a mighty noife about their
church, and to condemn all others,
who, if we judge from their cha-
racters and behaviour, could da
but little honour to any church !

¥ 3 Big(:t;'y,‘
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Bigotry, and a damning {pirit, .
are quite oppofite to the temper of
chriftanity, and a feandal to its
profeffors. I fay a.fcandal; for is it
not an indelible reproach that thofe
who profefs a religion founded in-
love, thould fo cruelly harrafs and
deftroy one another for things of-
no moment? KEvery “church has.
perfecuted more or lefs, and been
perfecuted in its turn. Happily-
for mankind, this fpirit is now -
pretty much banithed from the -
world.

One of a true catholic {pirit has
an enlarged heart, that:takes in the.
whole rational creation, and em-
braces all mankind in cne common

bond
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bond of love; making no diftinc-

tion but between a good man, and-

a bad man. Knowing well that

- truth is not confined to a party,

with him none are reputed fchif-
matics, or heretics,. but fuch as:
deny the Deity, . or difbelieve what
he has revealed, or withdraw them-

felves from his worthip. It docs -

not enter-into his mind that an ex-

clufive right to falvation is enjoyed '
by any church ; becaufe he believes -

it attainable by the faithful of all:
churches. No lefs is he perfuaded
that God, who is every where pre-

fent, and loveth good men in all
places, may be acceptably ferved

any where. He therefore efteerns

no- place unhallowed where the:

Fila great .
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great parent of mankind is un-
teignedly worfhiped; andthinks not
the worfe of others though they de
not worfhip him in the wery fame
manner that he does. However e
may differ in opinion from fellow-
men, ftll regarding them as bre-
thren, he pities their errors, but
defires not to punith them; and
heartily endeavours to promote

their prefent, as well as their fu-

ture happinefs.

It 1s good, 1n all cafes, tothink
foberly, but efpecially in, religious
matters ; becaufe our zeal here is
apt to be intemperate. Your fex
very often err in this point; and
therefore ought never to indulge a

zeal-
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zealous concern- for inftitutions
merely human; left they fhould
come,, at length, to fubftitute them
in the place of religion itfelf, and
make them of equal importance

with it. Hence the rigid attach-

ment of many to forms and ufages,
and other ordinances of man; not
aware that blind zeal begets keen-
nefs, hatred,.and anuncharitable dift
pofition ; which, in a bigotted
mind, may encreafe into flercenefs
and cruelty. ' But how oppofite are
all thefe to: that mildnefs and for-
bearance which ought invariably to
pollefs a female Dreaft !

In order to encourage a mode-
rate temper, confider that there

15
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is no fuchithing as a perfe& church
in this world ; that, while men are-
men, an uniformity in opinion is-
mmpofiible ; that there are valuable
perfons, perfons of great under-

ftanding and integrity, of every

Chriflian denomination ; and that, .

as- to the matter in hand, you:

yourfelf: may be wrong ;. for one
time or other all of us are wrong
i fome things. Befides, is- it not:
repugnant to common fenfe, as-
well as to good manners; to judge
harfhly of others, and reprobate -
whole {ocieties, nay whole ftates.
and kingdoms, on account of
fome . trifling  differences merely
about the adjunéts, as' they are
called, of religion ; {eeing, . in

thefe,
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thefe, .they have.as good a title to .
differ from you, as you have to dif--
fer from them; and perhaps an e--

qual chance of being in the right ?

And pray what is- it that makes .
fome people of one perfuafion, and.

fome of another? Mere accident,.

juft their having been born and.

bred in the.communion.of this or
the other church; for very few.

are of any perfuafion from delibe-

rate -choice only. For my own

part, I think myfelf very fafe where

ILam,; though I could with to feea.

reformation in fome- things; and -

what church does not ftand in need
of it 2 When we indul-ge_.;ourfelves

in hot and uncharitabledifputes,:,

about doubtful and uneffential

points.
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points, we are no better than chil-
dren fighting in great wrath for
toys and triffes. |

While too many are contending
about words, and ways of thinking,
do you adhere firmly to what is ef-
fential ; and never difpute concern-
ing mere opinions, far lefs condemn
. any for their opinions, except when
they are hurtful to the interefts of
virtue, or to the peace and order of
fociety. Some are pleafed with fim-
plicity of worthip, as moft fuitable
to the {pirituality thereof; others
arc fond of pomp and ceremony,
becaufe they footh the mind, and
command attention. Allow every
one to judge for himfelf in thefe

mat-
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matters : they are only circums
ftances that do not make a man
either better or worfe. But, at the
fame time that the greateft outward
decency is obferved, be chiefly
concerned about the homage of the
heart; which is principally re-
quired, and afluredly will be ac-
cepted, wherever you are, and in
whatever manner you chufe to
worfhip.

At a time when fingular notions
are zealoufly propagated it is a.
great matter to be well eftablithed
in the belief of all neceflary truths,
and of the obligations arifing from
them; in order to be preferved
from indifference in religion - on

the
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“the one hand, and enthufialm on
“the other.  Credulity, and a feep-
“tical turn, are eéquallyto be guarded
~againft, \as they lead to extrémes
vequally dangerous. - Female fcep-
“tics T have theard of, ‘but this is a
“very unnatutal charader. Trreligion
“has never, in general, been impured
“to the fair fex; nor indeed can it
cjuftly be.  From their very frame,
~and for wife purpofes refpeting
“mankind, ‘they are naturally in-
clined to-devotion, and commorly
“are pretty warm in it. But, for this
“reafon, they fhould take good hecd
“that it be always well dire@ed ; be-
¢caufe, at fome periods, when in-
“fluenced by certain opinions, they
“have carried-it toa length that, in-
‘ftead

s e el g, TG
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‘fread of promoting, hath done redl
“hurt to religion, and to‘themfelves,
‘both in body, and in mind.

+ That you may not be led away by
dlaming pretences, and appearances
of this kind, endeavour carefully to
«diftinguith between what is religion,
-and what is not religion, that you
may be able, the more readily, to
«difcern what it requires, and what
it does not require. And here. I
‘would obferve, that the faith of
Chriftians has for its obje@s a few
plain things, which are eafily un-
«derftood, or may be affented to,
without doing wviolence to reafon,
or hazarding any thing by affent-
ing ‘to them. If you are fixed in

the
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the belief of thefe, and’a& confor-
mably thereto, you will have a
good evidence that you do your
duty ; and may be the lefs concerned
sbout thofe external things on
which fuperftitious minds lay too
great a ftrefs. You muft learn your
religion from the Bible, not from-
the vain comments of men, or the
confined notions of a party. Read
the Scriptures with candour and at-
tention, and, as far as you .are
able, judge for yourfelf. Avoid,
however, every thing that may lead
to ufelefs {peculation and contro-
verfy, which fill the mind with
doubts and perplexities; but nei-
ther mend our temper, nor better
our conduct.. Not that I would

dif-
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difcourage a free enquiry into what
is obfcure, difficult, and liable to
objection : but few are equal to the
tatk. Itis our happinefs that what-
ever relates to the knowledge and
practice of our duty is plain, and
requires no learning, or depth of
underftanding, to comprehend it.
A good difpofition 1s chiefly re-
quired.

The Scriptures, or the Bible,
eminently {o called, not only give
"us the worthieft notions of the
Deity, but teach wus, in the
cleareft manner, what we are to be-
lieve, and what we are to do, in
order to render us acceptable to
him. A {pirit of the moft exalted
G piety
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piety and devotion breathes every
where in them. They are a vaft
treafure of ufeful knowledge, and
highly entertaining ; as they a-
‘bound with juft fentiments, found
reafoning, wife fayings, prudential
maxims, - beautiful defcriptions,
lively and affecting narrations, ftrik-
ing examples of virtue and vice,
‘hiftorical truths of the greateft im-
portance, and excel, particularly,
in what the learned call fine writing;
fo that, m perufing them, the man
of tafte may have his utmoft withes
gratifiecd. 'They, moreover, enter
deep 1nto the heart ; and exhibit a
genuine picture of human nature,
both lapfed and reftored. No where
but in the Bible is there to be

found
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“found a perfect {yftem of morals,
-and of true philofophy ; that phi-
lofophy, I mean, which fubdues
the paffions; fets bounds to every
defire; and regulates our whole
conduct, our thoughts as well as
our words and ations; according
to which, itis declared, we fhall
‘be finally judged. In fhort, the
Scriptures are admirably fuited to
the various circumftances of man-
kind, in their prefent ftate; and
have this peculiar excellence, that
‘they open to our view a glorious
profpet of futurity. Let the fa-
-cred volumes, therefore, be your
daily ftudy ; the more you are ac-
quainted with them, the more you
will be in love with them.

G 2 It
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It is evident, then, that ttue
happinefs muft depend principally
upon our having right notions of
religion, and chearfully fubmiting
to its laws, in every inftance of
duty; for which reafon I have in-
fifted the longer upon it.

Another great mean of promoting
our eafe, comfort, and fatisfaction
in life, is Prudence. This is a word
of large extent ; as prudence thould
enter into every part of our con-
dué&. It may be confidered in two
different views'; ‘firft, as it refpects
the management of our own private
affairs'; and then, as it refpects our
behaviour towards others. The for-
mer implies, 1. Forecaft, or a dif-

creet

B —
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creet {cheming of our bufinefs. 2,
Order, or method, without which
all. muft run. to confufion. 3..
Diligence in executing our daily
fechemes. 4, Frugality in making
our bargains, and putting every
thing to the beft ufe, that no-
‘thing be wafted, or mifapplied.
5. Prudence requires. ftill farther,
that we fhould accommodate out
way of living to our circum-
ftances ; and that our expences,

thould never exceed our income,

but be confiderably within it; be-
caufe he who is not gaining is

certainly lofing ; having nothing.

laid up for extraordinary and un-
forefeen demands. 6. That we.

thould have as few wants as pof-.
G 3 fible s,
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fible; for wants indulged are end-
lefs. A habit of needlefs expence
is not eafily got rid of; and the-
greateft affluence cannot juftify it.
When young people are too foon
entrufted with money they put -
little value’ upon it; and readily:
fall into this habit of foolifh fpend-
ing.  Small expences, upon un-
neceflary things, are difregarded as
trifles ; but in time they amount to .
a great fum.

But, while we are purfuing a
wife {cheme of frugality, we thould
be attentive never to with-hold any
neceflary expence. It isa great {ci-
ence to know when to fpend, and
when to {pare; to avoid’ extrava-

gance
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gance on the one hand,. and fordid
parfimony on the other. The order
of our ccconomy fthould be firft jui-
tice, or the payment of our debts ;.
next alms-deeds, or charity; and
then, according to our ability, let
us do what gratitude and generofity
require.. But many invert this or-
der; and, by being profufe, which
they imagine is to be generous, dif-
fipate their fortunes, and put it out
of their power to be either juft, ge-
nerous, or charitable, Thefe things-
may feem to concetn you very little
at prefent; but, fome time or o-
ther, you will find them of ufe;

and you cannot be too early. ac-
quainted with them.. As houthold

affairs fall within the province of
G 4 ' the
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the women, they, more efpecially,
fhould ftudy to be nice oeconomifts;
and, in an age of luxury and ex-
travagance, hints of this kind can
never be unfeafonable. If you ma-
nage your affairs properly, you will
not only live refpected, but have
wherewith to do good to others;
which, to a well difpofed mind,
‘muft afford the greateft pleafure..

As to the fecond branch of pru-
dence, our behaviour towards o-
thers, 1t directs us always to ack fo
as not to offend them; but, if pof-
fible, to gain their efteem-and ap-
probation :—To a&t cautioufly, or
fo as not to be ‘mifled into any thing
that may be injurious to.them,. or

hurt-
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hurtful to ourfelves:—To aét in

every thing with propriety, or from

the beft reafons, with a due regard
to times, places, perfons, and other
circumftances. By not attending
to thefe. you may fall into great
blunders,, and fay or do very dif-
obliging things. Without pru-
dence, for I do not defcend to parti-
culars, we are not fuppofed to aét
fromany wife motive, or to any right
end ; misjudging equally with re-
fpect to the means and theintention,

~Under this head of behaviour it
is hardly needful to inform you
that civility 1s .due to every one;
and, as every one, more or lefs, ex-
peéls it, nothing renders a perfon

more
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more generally aceeptable than true-
compldifance, fuited to the different
ftations, tempers, and characters,

of thofe he has-to do with. By this
you will {ee, I do not mean that
formal, fulfome, officious, undif-

tinguithing complaifance, which:

fome are remarkable for, who per-

fecute us with' their civilities; not-
knowing that good manners confift.

in ‘making every body eafy..

Your attention to others, how-
ever, in point of behaviour, muft

not be refiri¢ted to mere complai--

fance. There are people whofe pe-
culiar circumftances demand {fome-
thing more than common civility,
fomethingexprefliveof feeling,and a

good

5
e
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good heart. Reverence, for in--
ftance, is due to old age.. We
thould bear with its weaknefles, and
fupport it under its infirmities. To-
treat a load of years with indignity
and contempt, as is too often done
by young people, 1s a behaviour {o
unnatural that we can fcarcely find
epithets harth enough for it.  You:

‘may live to be old ; and, when you

make the aged the objeés of your
fport and derifion, you fet an ex-.
ample of fuch a treatment as,.
{fooner or later, you may have caufc
to complain of yourfelf..

A proper regard thould likewife-
be thewn to merit, of whatever
kind’it be, and'wherever you find

if.
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it. Thofe who difregard it becaufe:
it has not birth, fortune, honours,
or power, for its attendants, fhew.a
great deal of pride, little difcern-
ment,. and that intrinfic worth is of
fmall eftimation with them.

You ought alfo to exercife huma-
nity towards thofe of lower ftations,
efpecially towards fuch as are in a
fervile condition. Their labour and.
fervices are abfolutely neceflary ;
the bufinefs of life could not go on
without them : to ufe them hardly,
thercfore, or difdainfully, efpecially
when you know they dare not re-
fent bad ufage, 1s cruel, ungener-
ous, and an infult upon Providence.
You. fhould confider, moreover,

that
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‘that a reverfe of fortune may fink
you to a level with them; and a
lucky train of circumftances may
fet them on a footing with you, or
perhaps above you.

But what T would particularly
take notice of here 1s that beha-
viour which is neceflary in fami-
lies, where the greateft harmony
ought to fubfit, Domeftic peace
conflitutes a great part of our hap-
pinefs ; and'every circumftance that
can affect it ‘hould be carefully at-
tended to. From the nearnefs of re-
lation in families, and the daily fa-
miliarity they are accuftomed to,
many people imagine that, at home,
they may fay, ‘or do, what they

pleafe
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‘pleafe; and fo give free indulgence
“to every peculiarity of temper, or
-refent every fancied difobligation.

In moft famailies there will be found

“fome who are haughty, paffionate,

wilful, difcontented, felfith, or given

-to contradi¢tion. Now, if reafon,
.or natural affe&ion be not able to

fubdue fuch weaknefles, they ought,

- at leaft, to be reftrained by decency,

and adue deference for oneanother’s
opinions and inclinations. But,
when family politenefs 1slaid afide,
no wonder -if thefe humours break
out into indecencies of behaviour ;

cand fometimes end in fettled aver-

fion, or indifference. Hence the
rife of family quarrels; and a rea-
fon why a great many, who are

pet-
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perfectly agreeable when abroad,
live together at-home in a cold dif-
‘agreeable manner ; feldom happy,
except when they are relieved from
~-the burden of keeping one another
scompany by the appearance of
ftrangers, for whom all their com-
plaifance feems to be referved. An
-early habit of mutual complaifance
would go a great way to preverit
thefe unnatural jarrings; and might,
in time, grow into real liking and
-efteem. Relations, if they would
live happily, and appear refpeétable,
Thould make it their ftudy to pro-
‘mote peace and concord among
‘themfelves ; and, by a proper con-
‘duct, to refle¢t honour on one an-
+other,

There

R T T————
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. There is a general miftake -of
which I would have you to be a-
ware, as one may infenfibly fall into
it, and that is Affe¢tation. Man-
kind are naturally difpofed ‘to‘imi-
ration ; and young people, not be-
ing judges of propriety, are eafily
taken with fingularities, or what 1s
thowy and uncommon ; fo much,
indeed, as frequently to 1imitate
plain abfurdities, and imperfections.
Their misfortune too often is va-
nity, and a defire to be taken ne-
tice of : hence the rife of fo much
affeGtation in both fexes. With re-
oard to yours, in particular, notto
nention the endlefs whims and re-
volutions in drefs, fome affet to
be witty or quaint; fome to be

wondrous
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‘wondrous {mart; and fome, left
they thould appear aukward, put
ona high degree of affirance. A
carelefs air is, by many, thought
mighty pretty ; many again are
precife and formal: one is quite
‘frank, and all yours; another is
fiff, forbidding, and referved.
“There are fome too, who, without
a proper foundation, affect to be
very learned, or highly fentimental ;
‘while not a few affeét too much the
man ; and numbers the fine lady, a
being wholly made up of affec-
“tation,

Now all this is departing from
nature. Moft of the fex, indeed,
feem not to know what are the true

H cha-
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chara&eriftics that peculiarly belong

to them as women, and by which
they thould be chiefly diftinguifhed.
Thefe are {fweetnefs of temper, gen-
tlenefs of manners, and the higheft
difcretion. A woman may be ad-
mired for her beauty, wit, humour,
fine fhape, graceful air, and the
like; but itds themnative graces f
the mind, accompanied by bluth-
ing modefty, and a winning be-
haviour, a je ne {gais quoi in all thefe
together, too{oft to be exprefled,
that render her truly amiable, and
will always command the notice and
efteem of every one who has any
fenfe of delicacy, or the ‘{malleft-
difcernment.

They
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“They do not fee far, who can be
captivated bya load of finery, or a
few ftudied airs. The thining cafker

-does not always contain a jewel ;
nor is the greateft merit to be found
under the richeft attire. Nature
meant that woman, defpifing all

“fanraftic aids, fthould fhine bright

“in the luftre of her own perfecions;
-and when fthe is ftudious to fet her-

felf off by any thing remote from,

-or inconfiftent with, thefe, the is

~juft fo much out of charaéter, and
often ridiculous. Light minds are
dazzled with the glare of exterior
~ornaments : men of {enfe, and tafte,

- regard chiefly a woman’s perfon and

<underftanding. The artlefs country

‘maid, in herruffet gown, and clean

H:2 linen,
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linen, often has more admirers than
the who glitters in the circle in dia-
monds and brocade.

I have frequently wondered that
the ladies, who are {fo ambitious of
diftinguithing themfelves, fome in
one way, and {eme in another, do
not endeavour to form themfelves
upon the plan of nature. By fo do-
ing they would be infinitely more
agrecable than with all the artful
embellithments, and affeted man-
ners, of which many of them are
{o fond. Indeed, when the inward
perfetions are wanting, when there
‘15 no real fenfe, or delicacy, nothing
“can be expetted. The poor things,

tranfported with the love of novelty,
and
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and always wifthing for fomething
new, will be conftantly proclaim-
ing their emptinefs in every inftance
of affectation that a whimfical hu-
mour, or a vitiated fancy, can fug-
geft. And the frequent alterations
of the mode, as changeab‘le as the
moon, give them daily occafions of
expofing themfelves : thanks to
the ingenious fuperintendants of the
fathion, who take care that the
children of folly fhall never be
without their gew-gaws, and play-
things.

When I fee a woman dreffed out
with a profufion of ornaments, I
always think fhe has fet up a rival
to herfelf ; fomething that vies with

Eli 2 her,
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her, and attraéts our notice and ad~
miration ; which is not at all good
female policy. We, in fome fort, .
overlook her perfon, being firuck

with the fplendor, variety, and dif-

pofition of the many things that
compofe her drefs, which add but:
little to  perfonal charms; and,

when thefe are wanting, form an
unfavourable contraft. On the con-

trary, a plain neat:drefs; adjufted -
with a good tafte, and worn with a -
becoming air, fhews a-woman to .

great advantage ; and does not di-

vert our attention from her perfon, .
the principal object ; to which drefs .
vas intended only as a-foil,.. or.

heightening, and not to eclipfe it.
Docs it convey any idea of modeity,,
or
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or propriety, to fee a girl tricked
out in the loofe manner of a Flora,

or in all the fripperies of a French.
doll?

A diftin&ion in drefs, no doubt,.
is neceflary, in order to keep up a
diftintion of ftation, and the re-
fpect due to it in its different de--
grees. Let the great and the rich-
difplay their riches and their gran-
deur in what manner they pleafe :.
they have aright fo to do, provided
they do no injury to themfelves, or
to others, thereby, and preferve the-
decorum. that is fuitable to their
rank and circumftgnces. But, when
thofe in lower ftations pretend to-
drefs, and live, like people of fu-

H. 4. periorr
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perior rank and fortune, they a&
prepofteroufly ; and cannot won-
der fhould they be made the jeft of
the very perfons they fo much affe&
to umitate ; who naturally will afk,
what pretenfions have thefe people
to fuch things ?

This foolifh affectation of ap-
pearing like our betters has been
the ruin of many families, which,
from a competency, nay from
{eeming affluence, have been
thereby reduced to a 'dependent
ftate. Parents can plead no juft
excufe for indulging their children
i this refpe&t. Children are no
lefs inexcufable when they take ad-

vantage of their parents indulgence

1o,
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to obtainm from them whatever they
have a mind to. To cure them
of that exceflive fondnefs which
young people commonly thew for
Tuperfluities, and fine things, they
thould be early taught to defpife
drefs, except {o far as neceffity and
decency require; becaufe, when
a paffion for it gets pofleffion, it is
always uppermoft : it never forfakes
one, and there is no end of grati-
fying it. Befides, children would
do well to confider, 1n: time,
whether or not, in the event of a
parent’s death, they fhall have
wherewith: to fupport them in a
manner fuitable to their birth, their
education, and: their expeftations.
Dut young people feldom think.:

pre-
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prefent enjoyment is all their cons-
cern; and fo they be but as fine,.
or finer, if peffible; than others,. ‘
they never mind confequences. i
However, as this- foible generally
proceeds from thoughtleflnefs, we
are difpofed to overlook it; hop--
ing, if parents do not encourage
i1t, which they too often do, that-
time, and a little experience, will,
correct it. But when a girl ap-
pears to value herfelf on the fine--
nefs, the fathion, or the variety of
her clothes, and other implements
of drefs, and to affeét a fuperiority
on that account, fthe difcovers a
great deal of filly pride;. and gives

one a juft contempt both of her drefs-
and of her underftanding,

It
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Itis-to be regretted that many
perfons, not deftitute of real ex-
cellence, are early preverted through
the influence of fafhion, example, .
or a faulty education, and, by cuf-
tom, become fo habituated to affec- -
tation, that they either willingly
{fuffer themfelves to be carried down
the ftream, or, with difficulty, are
brought back to a contrary habit:.

hat one had better be out of the
world than out of the fafhion, isa
common faying, and, in fome fenfe,
may be true. But; whatever your im--
provement inany refpect may be, till
you have got above -the power of:
cuftom and fafthion, you are far from |
being perfe&.. A decent conformity
to thefe, however, is prudent, and a-

part
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part of good manners : a fond at-
tachment, or a flavifth fubjeétion ta,
them, is a certain indication of a
vain, frivolous mind.

The younger part of the fex
thould be ftrongly cautioned againft
this prevailing error of affetation 3
and to you, my dear, I would fay,
remember you are a woman ; and
that, therefore, the greateft propri-
ety and decency will always be ex-
pected from you. Affectation is
not merely an impropriety : in ma-
ny inftanceg it 1s an indecency too,
nay fometimes a crime. You thould
be informed, likewife, that fimpli-
city is the greateft elegance. Every
deviation from it, is a deviation fronz

nature,

e



to hic Daughter. 109

nature, and coufequently ungrate-
ful. A natural, eafy, unaffected
manner, in every thing, is the true
mark of tafte, and good breeding ;
and well-bred .people are eafily
known by it every where.

It may not be amifs here to fay
fomewhat of Talkativenefs, an in-
ftance of vanity and affectation
that 1s frequently imputed to the
female fex. To {peak readily and
properly on different fubjects as
they occur, 1s, no doubt, a defire-
able thing. But fome talk too much,
and fome too little. To fit mute in
company is aukward, and may be

-owing to bafhfulnefs, or ignorance

of the world, Difcreet attempts
to
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“to fpeak, and greater knowledge of
- the world, will cure this, provided
there “be no defe& of wunder-
~ftanding. It is a good rule, it is
~the fafeff, at leaft, in mixed com-
pany, to fpeak little; always tak-
-1ng care that what you fay be to the
purpofe; which will thew that you
underftand things, and that you
“think before you {peak. Were
‘this rule generally obferved, thou-
*fands of idle impertinent words and
. ipeeches would be prevented. Ma-
- ny, however, are {o talkative, that
“they engrofs the whode converfation,
- as if they alone deferved to be heard;
when all they fay may be no more,
.perhaps, than fmall-talk, if not
worfe. Inorder to find matter for

ca great
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:a great deal of talk, it 1s fcarcely
poflible to avoid faying things that

may be highly imprudent, or offen-
five. Great talkers are feldom very

~cautious.: befides, they quite tire us

with their inceffant talking, and o-

‘blige thofe to be filent who could far

better entertain us. Much and loud

{peaking, and a rapid flow of words,

are no graces of {peech in a wo-
man ; they deprive it of its natural

{weetnefs, and dignity:: and are al-
‘together unfuitable to the delicate
:manner of the fex; which does not
.admit of noifes vehemence, or a
:multitude of words.

It would be very fit to remind

‘thofe who are-much given to talk-

ing,
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ang; that it isa piece of complaifance
‘they owe the company, to allow
every one, who chufes it, a fhare
‘in the converfation. Young people,
when they have got a iittle af-
furance, are apt totake a larger fhare
in it than becomes them. If you
defire to be wifer, or would be
reckoned wife, rather hearken to
what others fay, than fay too much
yourfelf; like thofe prating crea-
tures who fancy they know every
‘thing, and love to hear themfelves

talk.

However, in fpeaking, avoid all
manner of affetation, fuch as
. drawling, fimpering, lifping, a tone,
refmementsoffpeech,exaggerations,

and
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and cant words and phrafes. But,
above all, I beg you would not ex-
pofe yourlelf by affefting, like ma-
ny of your {ex, to talk of things of
which it is impoffible you can be a
judge. Accuftom yourlelf to or-
:dinary words and expreffions, that
are eafily underftood by every one.
Learn to fpeak correitly ; and, in
writing, write juft as you would
{peak.

In order to infpire them with a
<ue fenfe of their own importance,
and difpofe them to attention, the
fair fex ought to remember that
they are vefted with a certain pre-
rogative, and for a very honour-
able purpofe. Their elegant form,

I as
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-as well as delicacy of fentiment and
manners, plainly fhews that they
svere intended by nature ‘to be the
-ftandard of propriety, or-models of
:decency, and true politenefs, to
‘mankind. Were they, in confe-
‘quence of this, as careful as they
4hould be to correct every impro-
priety in their own conduct, they
would not. only appear with more
-dignity themfelves, but would more
effetally give laws to the other fex;
-and, by their «example, -compcl
them to a refpetful imitation.
"The power of which the fex are fo
weminently poffefled, if duly exerted,
smight have a ‘great influence cven
-upon morals ; and prevent many of
thofe irregularitiesamong the men,

which

P S
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which are the caufe of much dif-
“quiet, offence, and misfortune in
-the world. Nothing but great de-

pravity, or great infenfibility, can

“refift the force of right manners in

a fine woman; and he muft be
more than favage whom good-hu-

‘mour 1n the {fex cannot overcome,

But if women are inattentive, men

will be {o too.

Curiofity, you know, hasbeenlong
a matter of accufation againft the
women ; how juftly, I do not en-

-quire. It 1s a good or a bad thino

juft according to a perfon’s dxfpo-
fition, and the objects about which

it 1s employed.  Curiofity that
‘prompts us to ercreafe ufeful know-

12 ledge,
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ledge, and to improve our minds,
or our manners, is innocent and
commendable : but a reftlefs curit
‘ofity, that inclines one to be con-
ftantly prying into every thing that
relates to the perfons, charatters,
families, behaviour, and affairs of
others, nay into their very comings
and goings, isa real vice, and highly
to be condemned. Thofe of fuch a
difpofition are perpetually hunting
out fecrets; and frequent'y imagine
them where there are none. Should
they difcover any thing like a fecret,
orbuta partof one, they fupply what
is wanting by conjetture; and fo
drefs up a tale chiefly of theirownin-
vention: the confequence of which
is either the propagating of a lie, or

the



20 his Daughter. 117

the difclofing of fomething which
thofe concerned would with had
been concealed. Thus a founda-
tion is often laid for jealoufy, fuf-
picion, and animofity, in families,
and among friends and neighbours.

Innumerable are the mifchiefs
that arife from bufy, meddling, in-
quifitive people. Could they con-
tain themfelves little harm would
be done ; but they are always brim-
ful and running over; and what
they know, you may be fure, will
foon be known to all the world. In
telling their ftory, it is true, they
ftriCtly enjoin you not to fay a

~word of the matter; but, at the

fame time, publith it as faft as they -
I can,
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can, that.they may have the merit,
as they hope, of being the firft -
formers. Thefe fecret: mongers ima-
oinc that they derive importance
from their mtelligence, their pene--
tration, and their early informa-
tions. In this, however, they de-
ceive themfelves, for they are eafily
found out ; their authority is gene--
rally fufpected; and every prudent

perfon is aware of them. Tatlers,.

tale-bearers, and bufy-bodies, are

the pefts of fociety.

Simple curiofity, as I fhall call’
it, or a defire to be informed of e~

very thing that occurs, merely to:

make time pafs, though it may
have ng bad intention, is neverthe-
lefs,,
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lefs; in many cafes, both mean and
impertinent ; and idlenefs is the
parent of it. But; when a' malevo-
lent cenforious temper is joined to:
it, when it is indulged in order to
traduce, and to-find out occafions of -
evil-fpeaking, the charalterbecomes
truly deteftable and dangerous. To.
have a full view of its odioufnefs,.
figure to yourfelf a woman of fome
fafhion, in a genteel company,,. deal-
ing out {candal with a liberal hand ;
and mangling every character fhe can
take hold of, efpecially among thofe
of her own fex: Not to fay any-
thing of the immorality of fuclr
a, practice, are not youfliocked
at its meannefs and inconfiftency #
Whatever: her pretenfions may

14 be:
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be to fuperior {tation and man-
ners, in this inftance ‘he plainly
throws off the regard that is due to
both, and ranks herfelf with the
“vulgar, Thus, contrary to the
gentlenefs of her fex, is the at war
with all the world, but upon very
unequal terms, having a thoufand tor
one againft her; and, as the fpares
nobody, nobody, it may be pre-
famed, will fpare her. Ought the
not, then, to check this evil {pirit
of detra&ion, for her own fake, if
gooc-nature, and a fenfe of decency,
have no power over her? She fhould
confider, too, that we do not al-
ways credit common flanderers for
every thing they fay. They muft
have bad hearts who are induftrious

to



to his Daughier. I2F .

to find out, and love to dwell upon,.
the faults and failings of others,.
and to agravate every picce of mif-
conduct in them.

Female reputation 1s the moft de-
licate thing in the world : the very
breath of {fcandal, a whifper, a
look, a fmile, and the like, may
leave a ftain upon it. Is it not
aftonithing, then, that women who,
in refpect of themfelves, know well
the value of reputation, thould,
notwithftanding, treat one another
fo cruelly, in point of character, as
they often do, by throwing out the:
moft injurious things, which no-
thing, perhaps, but their own
{pleen or envy has given rife to?

Pity
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Pity it-is that thofe whom nature
has formed with every tender feel-
ing: fhould {o far degenerate; and:
yet take {o little pains to corre& a.
habit that renders them fo un-
like themfelves, and fo hurtful to-
fuch as unfortunately become
the objets of their jealoufy, and
refentment.  Happy would it be
for the world were people to mind.
their own affairs more,, and thofe
of their neighbours-lefs; the voice
of {candal would not be fo much-
heard among wus. When you
find nothing to amend in your own
temper and conduct, you may then,
with a better grace, take it upon
you: to-reprehend others.  But, in-
ftead of openly cenfuring them,

which



29 his Dayghier. . 128¢

which is apt to difoblige, rathers
teftify your difapprobation-of what:
you think amifs intheir conduct by
a contrary- behaviour:: this- would.
be the moft effetual reproof,. and;
could never offend them.

It may be obferved, and with:
regret, that many. well difpofed-
people, by - thoughtlefsly. relating;
every thing they hear, juft:to keep-
up converfation, undefignedly{pread-
reports: to the prejudice of others ;-
which commen juftice, humanity,.
and-a regard to themielves; fhould:
determine them to fupprefs; as im-
proper {ubjects- of: converfations
Through fuch channels moftiof the:
idle flories, daily. handed about;.

AN
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are tranfmitted to the public. But
as, in general, they have no good
foundation, and commonly are the
offspring of ignorance, or malice,
confider them as unworthy of your
notice, and-that you debafe your-
felf by repeating them.

It 1s ufual among the younger
part of the fex, in their epiftolary
correfpondences, to entertain one
another with all the occurrences,
hearfays, tattle, and furmifes, that
are circulating under the name of
news ; not regarding confequences.
This is the moft mifchievous way
of communicating fuch paltry in-
telligence ; becaufe it, in fome fort,
puts it upon record, and {preads it

to



10 bis Daugbter. 32

to places where otherwife it might
never have been known. Should
vou, in converfation, fay an impru-
dent thing, or give a falfe informa-
tion, poflibly it might be over-
looked, or forgotten, and be no
more heard of : but the fame com-
mitted to writing would be an ac-
- cufation of yourfelf under your own
hand, and a ftanding proof of your
“indifcretion ; which, fome time or
other, might appear againft you, to
your no fmall mortification. In all
your letters, therefore, confine your-
felf, as much as poffible, to necef-
fary affairs ; zjﬁd never take upon
you the mean office of relating e-
very vague report, and whatever
you know, concerning others ;

which,
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«which, though wvery innocent in
+your apprehenfion, may, notwith-
‘ftanding, materially affe® fome
body; and ‘make one fufpect that
‘you want either prudence, ‘or good-
nature, or both. No woman of
:f{enfe and delicacy will ever fink fo
far beneath herfelf as to make little
‘things the fubje&s of hLer Writing,;
far lefs will ‘the condefcend to
‘make her -epiftles the vehicles of
dcandal. A lettermade up of com-
-mon talk, trifling incidents, and
sprivate hiftory, is unworthy of a
“female pen, and argues great po-
verty of mind. Their fancies muft
“be exceedingly «dull who cannot
keep up an entertaining - cotrefpon-
~dence without meddling ith per-

fons
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#fons and things they have no con-
<Cern 1.

A particular {ort of meddlers are
<thofe who, from a high opinion of
rtheir own fagacity, are always, and
.perhaps under an appearance of
-friendfhip, cenfuring the conduct
»of others. Do but hear them, and

you would imagine that nothing
~could be done to the purpofe with-
-out them. In fome fuch manner as
rthis will they accoft you: “¢ Have
you heard what has happened in
fuch a family 7—An odd affair to
-be fure.—I really pity the people.—
And what think vou they have
~done *—Why, fo and {o.—~Amaz-
s#ng |—Was i there ever fuch ma-

HﬂgGo
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-nagement | — Abfolutely wrong.—I
knew how it would be.—Had they
done {o and fo, things would have
-been quite otherwife.—It-is plain
:they have had nobody to advife
sthem ;” which, by the bye, is a
modeft hint with regard to them-
felves. But the queftion is, could
they have alted better, or even fo
well, in thelike circumftances ? The
reafons of acting are not always
known ; nay fometimes are of fo
delicate a nature that it would be
highly improper to let them be
known; and, without the knowledge
-of all circumftances, itis prefump-
,tion to pafs a judgment. Thefe
very fagacious people fhould con-
fider that the liberty they take

18
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“is plainly a declaration that they
think themfelves wifer than their
‘neighbours ; while, m good man-
ners, they ought to fuppofe that

people of fenfe beft know their own

«affairs, and how to a&t in them.

There aré fome too who, ever atten=
tive to what concerns their friends
and acquaintance, are perpetually

‘informing, advifing, or admonith-
ing them with regard toevery thing
‘which they apprehend may affet
their ‘intereft, or their reputation.

Thefe good folks mean well, but of-

ten are troublefome, and fometimes

do hurt; and their officious kind-

nefs does not always meet with the
reception they expet. It is time

K cnough
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enough to give your advice whenat
1s atked. In all thefe various ways
do people daily tranfgrefs the plain
sules- of right conduct. It was ne-
ceflary to point them out very par-
- ticularly ; left, from inexperience,
~inadvertency, or the example of o-
- thers, you fhould fall into the fame

¢ EYTOTSs

If it be alledged that the fex are
of a curious, meddling difpofition ;
- that they are given to {candal, or
fpeaking 1ll of others; and that
“they have a propenfity to reveal a
feeret ; let it be your care, as much
- asiin you lies, to wipe off the af-
perfion by always acting a part the
~reverfe of thefe. Newer indulge

_ your-
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“yourfelf in weakneffes, to fay no
~worfe, fo unbecoming in either fex,
~and efpecially in yours, which peculi-
~arly ought to excel in real poodnefs,
_juft referve, and 4 conftant habit of
prudence. Reckon it below you to
~meddle in other people’s affairs.
Deteft evil fpeaking. Is any body
poflefled of a fecrer, thew no anxi-
ety, ufe noendeavours, to come at
‘1t 5 left, fome way or other, you
be brought in as the author, or the
- relater, of what-may be faid in cafe
- of its being difcovered, and perhaps
{uffer for your curiofity. And,thould
‘a feeret be committed to you, keep
-t inviolably : to divulge it is ruds,
«anfriendly, and a breach of truft.

K 2 Hiftory,
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Hiftory of all kinds, voyages,
travels, geography, fome parts of
philofophy, lives, and the general
occurrences in our own and other
“nations, are a conftant fource of
delightful information. If you ap-
ply yourfelf to the reading and ftu-
dy of thefe, fo as they may not in-
terfere with other neceffary things,
you will neither have time, nor in-
clination, to indulge an impertinent
curiofity ; nor be at a lofs for topics
of converfation without falling upon
your neighbours. However, when
1 fpeak of the general ogcurrences in
oour own nation, I do .not mean
what is called politics: thefe are not
a proper fubject for women; and the

lefs
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fefs you know, or talk of them, fo
much the better.

Should it really be true that the
{ex have never been remarkable for
keeping a fecret, you ought to be
very cautious whom you admit into
confidence with you; and fhould
unbofom yourfelf to no perfon of
whofe fincere attachment and pru-
dence you are not well aflured.
Girls, having no diftruft, are apt,
in the warmth of their affection, to
communicate their thoughts unre-
{ervedly to one another ; and, from
an easly habit of telling every thing;, -
they become, at length, unable to
retain any thing. I do not know
but this very circumftance may lay

Kg ] the
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the foundation of that foible they
are fo much accufed of in riper
years, namely, of not beingable to
keep a fecret. It isa vaft advantage
to acquire betimes a habit of fecre-
cy. Too much opennefs is fimpli-
city, and expofes one to many In-
convenienees. You have contracted
g hafty friendfhip, I fhall {fuppofe,
and think yourfelf happy init. Mifs
fuch-a-one, you fay, is a fine girl,
and loves you : it may be fo. Be-
ware however: you have neither
judgment, nor experience, to make a
rightchoice of afriend, which fhould
be founded on a long acquaint-
ance. If young people have warm
hearts, very often they are eafily of-
fended too. A {mall accident may

create
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create a difference between you and

" your friend, and {foon put an end to
your friendfhip. -You muft then lie
at the mercy of one to whom you
have entrufted- your  moft {fecret
thoughts,- which perhaps: the re- -
veals, and, .it may be, with addi- -
‘tions not to your advantage. What
is-the confequence? Your great in- -
timacy is turned-into great enmity ;
and, too late, you fee and repent of
your miftake ; which thould teach -
you more caution for the future,

- Such is the hiftory of girlith friend-

fhips ; indeed-of moft of the friend--
thips of the world ;. which: com--
monly are entered into without pro-
per difpofitions in the perfons, or a.

K4 fuflicient-
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fufficient knowledge-of each other:::
no wonder, therefore, thev are
fo wuncertain, and fo thort-lived.
Would you avoid much trouble
and vexation, and be kept free from

difcord, beware, I fay, of forming

fudden connexions ; and of impart-
ing your mind too freely to any one

.who has not a right to know it.

Wife people are flow and cautious
in contra&ing acquaintances.

It 1s one of the greateft misfor-
tunes I know, both to themfelves,
and to fociety, that young people,

-without any {fettled rules of con-
-du&t, are fo foon let into the world,

to roam about, at a time when
more than ordinary attention. to

their
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‘their behaviour is. required. Pa-
rents, through fondnefs, or vanity,
are apt to fall into a miftake here,
perhaps never tobe remedied. Mifs,
at the boarding-fchool; looks upon
herfelf as in a ftate of grievous con-
finement,. and. waits, with impa-
‘tience, the joyful time of releafe.
At length. it arrives; and, like a
bird efcaped from a cage, the en-
joys, with wild delight, the liberty
the has regained. Her ufual com-
panions are thofe of her own age,
as vain, as. thoughtlefs, and as ig-
norant as. herfelf. Never having
be=n accuftomed to think fhe finds
no entertainment in her own mind ;.
but is feen every where flying from
place to place, to thew herfelf, or

to
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to wafte the time the does not know.:
how elfe to employ. Drefs and dif-
fipation are her chief employments; .
places of public refort, and diver-
fion, her very life and happinefs. -
Flattered, perhaps, if handfome, .
the forms a notion of her own im- -
portance, which makes her forward
-and affluming ; and fets her, in her
own opinion, upon ‘a footing with -
thofe before whom it would greatly -
become her to be modeft and re- -
ferved. Nor:is this all : .a heed-
lefs, diffipated manner of living
~may throw her into a bad acquaint-
ance, - and gradually weaken the -
regard that is-due to female cha-
racter, which always fuffers by im-
- proper connexions.. - Is not fuch a

one
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-one to be pitied ? Is not the in the -
utmoft danger of being loft, .
through inattention and a foolith
iudulgence ?

It is a grofs error to imagine that

a child’s education 1s finithed when -
-the formal parts of it in a {chool are
barely over. The great bufinefs of -
education is to train the mind, and
form the manners; or to fix one in -
a habit of juft thinking, and acing.
This only time, and conftantly- aflo-:
ciating with thofe who are the moft -
diftinguithed for fenfe, prudence,and
oo0od manners can do. .In fuch com--
pany young people will always hear, .
or fee, {omething thattends to their
unprovement ;. and be kept atten-.

tive:
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tive to their behaviour; partly by
the inftrutions they receive,. and
partly by the examples fet before
them. But, when they are left
to fpend their time with one an-
other, as they pleafe, they learn
nothing :. they contra@ a habit of
1dlenefs ;. grow impatient of reproof
and controul ; think themfelves
very wife ; and then commence
their own miftrefles. She who pre-
{fumes that fhe is a2 woman,. and fit
to govern herfelf, while yet a girl
in underftanding and experience, is
likely to fall into many miftakes
and to fuffer all the confequences of.
her prefumption and folly.

What
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"‘What 1 have juft now been fay-
ing naturally leads me to take no-
tice of one thing more, and that is
Pleafure, Pleafure is the bane of
mankind, and of the prefent age.
I fpeak here of pleafures that are
innocent in themfelves, but of per-
nicious confequence from the abufe
of them; that s, purfuing with
eagernefs, and as a principal bufi-
nefs, what was intended for a re-
laxation at times, and an amufe-
ment only. A ball, an affembly,
a right play, a concert, a game at
cards, are not bad things in their
own nature, nay fometimes may do
good. Young people, “however,
fhould be very cautioufly admitted
to diverfions of this fort ; tll greater

age
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- age and experience have fortifiéd
«them againft their bewitching in-
fluence, and pointed out the evils
“that may attend them. Novels,
- and romances, a few excepted, and
fong-books, fhould be with-held
- from them -as poifon : they have
been the ruin of ‘thoufands. The
greateft part of “Englith comedy
- falls under the fame condemnation.
Even tragedy itfelf is debafed,
:and ' becomes -dangerous, by the
- extravagant love-fcenes interwoven
~with it ; which ferve only to foften
“the heart, perhaps already too foft,
and to fill the head with romantic
notions. Till theftagebe thoroughly
purged from every thing that can
offend our eyes, or our ¢ars; or ex-

cite
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«cite any undue emotion, nobody,
:{urely, will pretend to call it.a
fchool of morals, Wit can never
atone for wickednefs, nor the ad-
drefs of the player for the in-
decency or bad tendency of the
~play. When .a paffion for thefe,
-and the like divesfions, fo far pre-
- vails that our whole time is de-
~voted to them, to the negleét of
neceffary and eflential duties, then
indeed they become truly hurtful,
and we become highly culpable.

May it not be a queftion whe-
ther the prefent method of polite
" education, and a conformity to mo-
~dith cuftoms, be the likelieft means
~of qualifying a woman for a right
dif-
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difcharge of the higher duties of
dife, as a wife, a mother, and the
miftrefs of a family, fhould the
‘marriage-ftate ever be her lot?
And, without a diligent attention to
‘her duty in thefe refpects, what is .
dhe? A mere pageant, and kept
only for thow. Such a degrading
1dea, methinks, fhould awaken fe-
male pride, and ftrongly induce the
ifex to confider what:will be expect-
ed from them when they are called
upon to act their parts in the feveral
relations in which they may be
placed. It is in domeftic life that a
-woman has the beft opportunity of
difplaying her virtues and impor-
tance; and of rendering herfelf
«confpicuous for what is truly good,

and
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-and ufeful, and praife-worthy. But
4n a giddy round of pleafure the
lives only to herfelf, and is of little
or no confequence in any relation,
Nay, by her extravagance, and ir-
regular conduct, the is likely to do.
infinite mifchief: hufband, chil-
dren, fortune, family, and reputa-
tion, may fall a facrifice to her in-

dulgences.

It is a'bad prefage, and portends
no encreafe of virtue and happi-
nefs, in our times at leaft, that a
relaxation of manners, and an un-
guarded behaviour, are grown to
an alarming height among many of
the fex whofe rank and fituations
require them to be patterns of vir-

L tue
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tue and decency to others : norisit’
to be wondered at. 'The moft ef-
feCtual fecurity againft all thofe’
flagrant inftances of mifconduét in’
women, fo loudly complained of,
is, in a great meafure, neglected,
or defpifed ; and, till 1t enter more
than it now does into the plan of
fermale education, a reformation can
{carcely be expected. According to
the prefent fyftem, drefs, and a
manner, and other outward accom-
plifhments, are the .great objects
with the fafhionable world, and
thought fufficient to render a wo-
man complete. But, though fhe
cannot be reckoned thoroughly ac-
complithed withoutthefe, they may,
neverthelefs, do great harm, except
| when
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more fubftantial attainments. Ad-
vantages of perfon, or of manner,
and a paffion for drefs, naturally
infpire vanity, and a defire to be
admired ; every occafion of grati-
fying which will be withfully em-
braced. This can hardly fail of
leading one into places, and com-
pany, where the greateft caution
may not always be obferved ; and
where liberties may be taken incon-
fiftent with that ftri¢tnefs of man-
ners which conftitutes true cha-
racter ina woman. The confequence
is obvious; but where is the re-
medy? A due fenfe of religion im-
prefled on the minds of the fair
fex, in their early years, would

L2 give
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give them right notions of conduct; -
lay them under the moft powerful-
reftraints ; and preferve them from
thofe levities, and indifcretions,
into which they have too often been
betrayed by the gaiety of their
temper, and a contempt of what
the world faid, or might fay of
them. A woman is far gone who
has fet the world at defiance.

However -unprincipled, and dif-
folute in their morals, many may be,
thereis no one who does notdefireto
fee adaughter, a fifter, or any worthy
relation, bred up in fuch {fentiments,
and in fuch a behaviour, as, joined
to other valuable accomplithments,
would make her an ornament toher

L]

fex,
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fex, and the delight of all around
her. Profligate, indeed, they muft
be, or highly infenfible, who can
be indifferent in a matter that fo
nearly concerns them. Religion is
the true bafis of a finifhed educa-
tion : it gives great dignity to man-
ners : manners again throw a luf-
tre upon religion ; and, when thefe
happily meet, they form a wvery
perfet character ; to which the fair
{ex thould afpire if they would ap-
pear to the greateft advantage, and
ftand high in the efteem of the

world.

But to whom are the frequent ir-
regularites in female conduct chiefly
to be imputed? This needs hardly to

e be
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be made a queftion. Children are
juft what we pleafe to make them ;
and by time, and care, and pains,
may be moulded into any form:.
They are entirely pafiive, and e-
qually fufceptible of right as of
wrong imprefions. With- what
pleafing expectaticn, then, fhould
their inftruétion be undertaken, and
attended to in every particular ;
that, by a proper culture, they may
be trained up to virtue, honour,
and true happinefs ! The education
of a daughter feems naturally to de-
volve upon the mother; who, if
fhe be a perfon of a good under-
ftanding, will dire&t it, not accord-
ing to a prevailing mode, but in a
manner thatis moft likelyto make her

child
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~child happy, and fecure her repu-
tation. But how many parents,
mothers thall I fay, purfue methods
.that have a quite oppofite tendency!
‘Their ambition is to have their
daughters know the world before
they know them{elves; to give them
early a tafte for company and diver-
fions, for reigning fathions, and gay
things ; and to bring them, as faft
as they can, into public notice. But
.who does not, at once, perceive the
danger, as well as the impropriety,.
of fuch a method ?. Every day gives
a proof of its bad effeCts. However,,
let parents remember that they muft
be anfwerable for all the misfor-
tunes that may befal their chil-

i dren
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dren in confequence of a bad, or 2
neglected, education.

Pleafure is a moft feducing thing :.
it isthe idolwhich all the world wor-
fhips : therefore be greatly on your
‘guard againft it, and ftifle a
growing inclination to it. It
tempts us i a thoufand different
fhapes; and, without daily exer-
cifiing a refolute felf denial, 1t will
Ateal upon us by one avenue or
~other. When the mind is early
tainted with the love of pleafure,,
and that again is ftrengthened by ha-
bit, it will be hard, if not impof-
fible, to recover one in fuch a ftate
to a fenfe and relith of what 1s ra-

tional,
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tional, ferious, and of greateft con-
cern. However happy they may
appear, in the full fwing of enjoy-
ment, who have made pleafure the
chief objet of their purfuit, mi-
ferable muft their condition be
when deprived of the means, the
opportunities, or the capacity of
-enjoying it. Upon a- fair review
they will find little, during “the
courfe of a long life, that can yield
them any folid ground of comfort,.
or felf approbation ; than which
there cannot be a more melancholy
reflexion, What comfort, indeed,.
can arife from the recolle¢tion of
days, and nights, and years, con-
fumed in a perpetual fucceffion of
tollfome and unprofitable amufe--

ments ;
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ments ; which, though always ea--
gerly defired, yet could never fa-
tisty » Higher views. and employ-
ments than thefe become a being
formed for immortality. May you
ever be preferved from the baleful
contagion of pleafure ! 3

Were I to write in this manner
to fome people, poffibly they might
be offended, and think that I am
fometimes inclined to be fevere.
Allowing it, for once, to be fo, I
thall only plead, in excufe, a paf-
fiopate defire to fee your fex, the
moft amiable part of the creation,
cured of all their foibles and follies,
and, if poffible, made as perfect as
nature defigned them to be.

Many.
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. Many other particulars, befides
thofe mentioned, might have been

taken notice of ; which, on pur-

pofe, are omitted ; as they will be

‘taught you more properly, and with
~more adventage, by your own {ex.
My intention was only to give you
a few loofe hints with regard to cer-
tain points which I thought were of

greateft importance, and of which it

was proper for me to write you. But

to thefe, I am afraid, the attention

of young people is not fo early di-

re¢ted, and with {o-much care, as

it oughtto be. None of them ar

new, being well known to thofe
who have ever thought of {uch:
matters, or obferved what daily:

pafles around them. It might have:

beem
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been a long time, however, before
you could, of yourfelf, have come to
the knowledge of them. Though I
have made them as plain as I could
yet they may not all be fuited to
your comprehenfion : but, as you
grow up, you will come, by de-
grees, to underftand them; and,
fome time or other, I may take an
opportunity of explaining to you
fuch of them as need to be explain-
ed; and of illuftrating others from.
real charaéters, and occurrences in
life. To fave you, in the mean
time, the trouble of perufing a
number of treatifes on thefe fubjects
I have brought a good many things
into a narrow compafs ;. which ma‘j
induce you to give them a frequent

read--
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teading, in order to fix them in
your mind, and render them fami-
liar to you. This I am perfuaded
you will be difpofed to do, not
-only on account of the things them-
{elves, but as they come from one
who has your welfare fincerely at
heart, and is, moft affeCtionately

Your, &c.
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