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P ROE B Ok,

I N a Work of this nature, which is a
fele@ion of the beft fubjelts, from the beft
authors; and which is meant, as a ufeful
companion for the pocket, to be always
ready to refrefh the memory of the ftudious,
as well as to inform the minds of the igno-
rant—to inculcate virtue, and to enforce
every exalted and ennobling principle that
can dignify the mind, and add a general
tuftre to the lives and manners of men, —the
editor perfuades himfelf no apology is ne-
ceflary. .

In regard to the various authors, whofe
thoughts have been made ufe of in this
work, it may be faid, their general eftima-
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iv PREFACE.

“tion in the literary world requires no com-
mendation; and this, he trufts, may be
admitted as one reafon for recommending
it to the public.

The utility of the plan has already been
acknowledged in works of a fimilar nature,
which have had fome claim to public pa-
tronage ; and it may be thought no difpa-
ragement to them, to hope at leaft, this will
not be inferior.

If we examine the multiplicity of volumes
that are daily téeming from the prefs, we
may find, without going too far in our opini-
on, that only few, on the fcore of utility,
can ftand in competition with fuch as thefe.

It is true, the works of great men need

" nothing to recommend them; but, it is

equally true, thefe, in regard to utility, are

partial and limited. 'The abftrufe and intri-
cate {ciences,—philofophical and metaphy-
fical firiGtures, when given as abfiract {ub-
jects for ftudy, canaffect only a few; while
political writings in general, which fre-
quently tend more to inflame and perplex
the mind, than to correét and inform it, can
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have but little to plead, in behalf of their
utility, with this undertaking. In a word,
it is defigned to awaken the recolletion of
fome—to open the underftanding of others,
—and to invite all that have the leaft pre-
tenfions to the love of good fenfe, or, what-
ever is honourable, virtuous, and excellent,
to its perufal.

It is unneceffary to aflign any reafon for
the title of this publication, the ¢ LITERARY
Bovuaver, the nature of the {eletion rea-
dily enough fuggefted the idea of a Nofegay,
which is compofed of a variety of flowers of
different fcents and different hues; it is in-
tended as a companion to another volume
of the fame fize, intitled the Beg, a {eleCtion
of Poems from the moft approved authors
in the Englith language.
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On the Ufe of our Faculties.

FROM SEED.

APPY that man, who, unembarraffed by
vulgar cares, mafter of himfelf, his time,

and fortune, fpends his time in making himfelf
wifer, and his fortune in making others (and
therefore himfelf) happier: who, as the will and
underftanding are the two ennobling faculties of
the foul, thinks himfelf not complete, till his un-
derftanding be beautified with the valuable furni-
ture of knowledge, as well as his will enriched
with every virtue: who has furnithed himfelf with
all the advantages to relith folitude, and enliven
converfation ; when ferious, not {ullen ; and when
cheerful, not indifcreetly gay ; his ambition not

to be admired for a falfe glare of greatnefs, but to
B



2 THE LITERARY,

be beloved for the gentle and fober luftre of his
wildom and goodnefs. The greateft minifter of
ftate has not more bufinefs to do in a public ea-
pacity than he, and indeed every man elfe may
find in the retired and &ill fcenes of life. Eyen
i his private walks, every thing that is vifible
convinceth him there is prefent a Being invifible.
Aided by natural philofophy, he reads plain legi-
ble traces of the Divinity inevery thing he meets z
he fees the Deity in every tree, as well as Mofes
did in the burning bufth, though not in fo glaring
# manner : and when he fees him, he adores him
with the tribute of a grateful heast.

e R

On Study,

FROM THE SAME.,

OME there are, who plead an exemption from:
ftudy, becaufe their fortune makes them in-
dependent of the world, and they need not be be-
holden to it for a maintenance—that is, becaufe
their fituation in life exempts them from the ne-
eeffity of {pending their time in fervile offices and
hardfhips, therefore they may difpofe of it juit as
they pleafe, It is to imagine, becaufe God has
empowered them to fingle out the beft means of
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employing their hours, viz. in reading, medita-
tion ; in the higheft inftances of piety and charity :
therefore they may throw them away in a round
of impertinence, vanity, and folly, ‘The apoftle’s
rule, ¢ that if ahy man will not work, neither
fhould he eat,” extends to the rich as well as the
poor ; only fuppofing, that there are different
kinds of work affigned to each. The reafon is
the fame in both.cafes, viz. that he who will do no
good, ought not to receive or enjoy any. As we
are all jointtraders and partners in life, he for~
feits his right to any fhare in the common ftock
of happinefs, who does not endeavour to contri-
bute his quota, orallotted part, to it : the public
happinefs being nothing but the fum total of each
individual’s contribution to it. An eafy fortune
does not fet men free from labour and induftry in
general ; it only exempts them from fome parti-
cular kinds of labour; it is not a blefling, as it
gives them liberty to do nothing atall ; but as it
gives them liberty wilely to chufe, and fteadily to
profecute, the moft ennobling exercifes, and the
moft improving employments, the purfuit of
truth, the practice of virtue, the fervice of God
who giveth them all things richly to enjoy; in
thort, the doing and being every thing that is
commendable ; though nothing merely in order to’
B2
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B2
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be commended. That time which others muft,
employ in tilling the ground (which often deceives
their expettation) with the fweat of their brow,
they may lay out in cultivating the mind, a foil
always grateful to the care of the tiller.=—The fum
of what I would fay, is this: that though you
are not confined to any particular calling, yet you
have a general one ; which is to watch over your
heart, and to improve your head ; to make your-
felf mafter of all thofe accomplithments—an en-
larged compafs of thought, that flowing human-
ity and generofity, which are neceflary to become
a great fortune ; and of all thofe perfettions, viz,
moderation, humility, and temperance, which are
neceflary to bear a fmall one patiently ; but efpe-
cially it is your duty to acquire a tafte for thofe
pleafures, which, after they are tafted, go off
agrecably, and leave behind them a grateful and
sdelightful flavour on the mind,
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The Importance of Time, and the
proper Methods of fpending it.

FROM THE SPECTATOR,

WB all of us complain of the fhortnefs of
time, {aith Seneca, and yet have much more
than we know what to do with. Our lives, fays
he, are fpent either in doing nothing at all, or
doing nothing to the purpofe, or in doing nothing
that we ought to do. Weare always complain-
ing our days are few, and aéting as though there
would be no end of them. That noble philofo-
plher has defcribed our inconfiftency with ourfelves
in this particu.lar, by all thofe various turns of
expreffion and thought which are peculiar in his
writings. i

I often confider mankind as wholly inconfiftent
with itfelf, in a point that bears fome affinity to
the former. Though we feem grieved at the
fhortnels of life, in general, we are wifhing every
period of it at anend. The minor longs to be at
age, thento bea man of bufinefs, then to make up
an eftate, then to arrive at honours, then to retire.
“Thus, although the whole of life is allowed by eve-
ry one to be fhort, the feveral divifions of it appear
leng and tedions, We are for lengthening onr

B
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{pan in general, but would fain contrat the parts.
of which it is compofed. The ufurer would be
very well {atisfied to have all the time annihilated
that lies between the prefent moment and the next
quarter-day. The politician would be contented
to lofe three years in his life, could he place things
in the pofture which he fancies they will ftand in
after fuch a revolution of time.. The lover would
be glad to ftrike out of his exiftence all the mo-
ments that are to pafs away before the happy
meeting.  Thus, as faft as our time runs, we
thould be very glad, in moft parts of our lives,
that it ran much fafter than it does. Several hours
of the day hang upon our hands; nay, we wifh
away whole years, and travel through time, as
througha country filled with many wild and empty
waftes which we would fain hurry over, that we
inay arrive at thofe {everal very little fettlements
or imaginary points of reft which are difperfed up
and down in it,

If we divide the life of moft men into twenty
parts, we fhall find that at leaft nineteen of them
are mere gaps and chafins, which are neither filled
with pleafure nor bufinefs. I do not however in-
clude in this calculation the life of thofe men who
are in a perpetual hurry of affairs, but of thofe
culy who are not always engaged in the fcenes of
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a&ion; and I hope I fhall not do an unacceptable
piece of fervice to thefe perfons, if I point out to
them certain methods for the filling up their empty
fpaces of life. The methods I fhall propole to
them are as follow :

The firlt is the exercife of virtue, in the moft
genera) acceptation of the word.  That particular
{cheme which comprehends the focial virtues, may
give employment to the moft induftrious temper,
and find a man bufinefs more than the moft adtive
ftation of life. To advife the ignorant, relicve
the needy, comfort the afilicted, are duties that fall
in our way almoft every day of our lives. A man
has frequent opportunities of mitigating the fierce-
nefs of a party ; of doing juftice to the character
of a deferving man; of foftening the envious,
quieting the angry, and re&ifying the prejudiced ;
- which are all of them employments fuitable to a
reafonable nature, and bring great fatisfaction to
the perfon who can buly himfelf in them with
difcretion. :

There is another kind of virtue that may find
employment for thofe retired hours in which we
are altogether left to ourfelves, and deftitute of
company and converfation : I mean that inter-
courfe and communication which every reafonable

creature ought to maintain with the great Authov
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of his being. The man who lives under am
habitual fenfe of the divine prefence, keeps up a
perpetual cheerfulnefs of temper, and enjoys every
moment the fatisfaSion of thinking himfelf in
company with his deareft and beft of frjends. The
time never lies heavy upon him : it is impoffible
for him to be alone. His thoughts and paflions
are the moft bufied at fuch hours when thofe of
other men are the moft unative. He no fooner
fteps out of the world but his heart burns with
devotion, fiells with hope, and triumphs in the
confcioufnefs of that prelence which every where
{furrounds him ; or, on the contrary, pours out its
fears, its forrows, its apprehenfions, to the great
Supporter of its exiftence.

I have here only confidered the neceflity of a
man’s being virtuous, that he may have {fomething
to do; but if we confider further, that the exer-
cife of virtue is not only an amufement for the
time it lalts, but that its influence extends to thofe
parts of our exiftence which lie beyond the grave,
and that our whole cternity is to take its colour
from thofe hours which we here empley in virtue
or in vice, the argument redoubles upon us, for
putting in praftice this method of pafling away
our time.
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When a man has but little ftock to improve,
and has apportunities of turning it all to good
account, what fhall we think of him, if he fuffers
nineteen parts of it to lie dead, and perhaps em-
ploys even the twenticth to his ruin or difadvan-
tage ?—But becaufe the mind cannot be always in
its fervours, nor ftrained up to a pitch of virtue,
it is neceflary to find out proper employments for
it, in its relaxations.

The next method therefore that T would pro-
pofe to fill up our time, fhould be ufeful and in-
nocent diverfions. I muft confefs I think it is
below reafonable creatures to be altogether con-
verfant in fuch diverfions as are merely innocent,
and have nothing elfe to recommend them.

But the mind never unbends itfelf {o agreeably
as in the converfation of a well-chofen friend.
Thete is indeed no blefling of life that is any way
comparable to the enjoyment of a difcreet and vir-
tuous friend. It eafes and unloads the mind,
clears and improves the underftanding, engenders
thought and knowledge, animates virtue and good -
refolution, fooths and allays the paflions, and .
finds employment for moft of the vacant hours of
life.

Next to fuch an intimacy with a particular per-
fon, one would endeavour after a more general
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converfation with fuch as are capable of edif'y-ing
and entertaining thofe with whom they converle,
which are qualities that feldom go afunder,

There are many other ufeful amufements of
life, which one would endeavour to multiply, that
on¢ might, on all occafions, haye recourfe tg
fomething, rather than fuffer the mind to lie idle,
or run adrift with any paffion that cliances to rife
in it.

The florift, the planter, the gardener, the huls
band-man, when they are only as accomplifh-
ments to the man of fortune, are great reliefs to
a country life, and many ways ufeful to thofe wheo
are poflefled of them,

e

Opportunities loft cannot be
recalled.

FROM TOTTIE.

LET not any one vainly imagine, that the time
' and valuable opportunities which are now
loft, can hereafter be recalled at will; or that he
who has run out his youthful days indifipation
and pleafure, will have it in his power to ftop
when he pleafes, and make a wifer ufe of his riper
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gears. Yet this is too generally the fallacious
hope that flatters the youth in his fenfual indul-
gences, and leads him infenfibly on in the trea-
cherous ways of vice, till it is now too late to
return. There are few, who at one plunge fo
totally immerge in pleafures, as to drown at once
all power of reafon and confcience: they promife
themfelves, that they can indulge their appetites
to fuch a point only, and can check and turn them
back when they have run their allotted race. I
do not indeed fay that there never have been per-
fons in whom the ftrong ferment of youthful lufts
may have happily fubfided, and who may have
 brought forth fruits of amendment, and difplayed
many eminent virtues. God forbid! that even
the moft licentious vices of youth fhould be abfo-
lutely incorrigible. But I may venture to affirm,
that the inftances in this cafe have been fo rare,
that it is very dangerous for any one to truft to
the experiment, upon a prefumption that he fhall
add to the number,
The only fure way to make any proficiency in
a virtuous life, is to fet out init by times. It is
then when our inclinations are trained up in the
way that they flould lead us, that cuftom foon
makes the beft habits the moft agreeable; the ways
of wifdom become the ways of pleafantnefs, and
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every ftep we advance, they grow more eafy and
more delightful. But, on the contrary, when
vicious, headftrong appetites are to be reclaimed,
and inveterate habits to be corretted, what fe-
curity can we give ourfelves, that we fhall have
cither inclination, refolution or power, to ftop and
turn back, and recover the right way from which
we have fo long and fo widely wandered, and enter
upon a new life, when perhaps our ftrength now
faileth us, and we know not how near we may be
toour journey's end? Thefe refle€tions I have
fuggefted principally for the fake of thole, who
allowing themfelves in greater indulgences than
are confiftent with a liberal and virtuous educa-
tion, give evident proofs that they are not fuffi-
ciently aware of the dangerous encroachments,
and the peculiar deceitfulnefs of pleafureable fin.
Happy for them, would they once ferioufly con-
fider their ways ! and no time can be more proper,
than when thefe folemn feafons of recolleStion and
religious difcipline fhould particularly difpofe -
them to ferioufnefs and thought. They would
then difcover, that though they are awhile carried
gently and f{upinely down the fmooth ftream of
plealure, yet {oon the torrent will grow too violent
to be ftemmed; the waves will arife, and dafh
them upon rocks, or fink them in whirlpools. - It
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is therefore the part of prudence to ftop fhort
while they may, and to divert their courfe into a
diferent channel; which, whatever obftruétions
and difficulties they may labour with at firft, will
every day become more pratticable and pleafing,
and will affuredly cairy them to a ferene and (e~

cure haven.

——— Y ——

The Beginnings of Evil to be

refifted.

FROM BLAIR.

" 7 WYHINK not, as T am afraid too many do, that
becaufe your paflions have not burried you

into atrocious deeds, they'have therefore wrought

no.mifchief, and have left no fting behind them.

By a continued feries of loofe, though apparently

trivial gratifications, the heart is often as tho-

; roughly corrupted, as by the commiflion of any one
of thofe enormous crimes which {pring from great

ambition, or great révenge. Habit gives the

paffions {’n"engtb, while the abfence of glaring

guilt feemingly juftifies them; and, vnawakened

by remorfe, the finuer proceeds in his courfe, till

he wax bold in guikt, and become ripe for ruinz

C
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for, by gradual and latent fteps, the deftru&ion
of our virtue advances. Did the evil unveil itfelf
at the beginning ; did the form which is to over-
throw our peace, difcover, as it rofe, all its hor-
rors, precautions would more frequently be taken
againft it. But we are imperceptibly betrayed ;
and from one licentious~attachment, one criminal
paffion, are, by a train of confequences, drawn
on to another, till the government of our minds is
irrecoverably loft. The enticing and the odious
paflions are, in this refpedt, fimilar in their pro-
cels; and, though by different roads, condué at
lalt to the fame iffue, :

On the Deity.

FROM THE SPECTATOR.

l[ W AS yefterday, about fun-fet, walking in the

open fields, till the night infenfibly fell upon
me. I at fitl amufed myfelf with all the richnefs
and variety of colours which appeared in the
weltern parts of heaven: in proportion as they
faded away and went out, feveral ftars and planets
appeared one after another, till the whole firma-
ment was in a glow.  The blucnels of the zther
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was exceedingly heightened and enlivened by the
feafon of the year, and the rays of all thofe lumi-
naries that paffed through it. The galaxy ap-
peared in its moft beautiful white. To complete
the fcene, the full moon rofe at length in that
clouded majefty which Milton takes notice of,
and opened to the eye a new picture of nature,
which was more finely fhaded, and difpofed among
fofter lights than that which the fun had before
difcovered to us. .

As I was furveying the moon walking in her
brightnefs, and taking her progre(s among the
conftellations, a thought arofe in me which I be-
lieve very often perplexes and difturbs ‘men of fe-
rious and contemplative natures. David himfelf
fell into it in that refleCtion, ¢ When I confider
the heavens the work of thy fingers, the moon
and the flars which thou haft ordained, what is
man that thou art mindful of him, and the fon of
man that thou regardeft him!” In the fame
manner, when I confider that infinite hoft of ftars,
or, to {peak more philofophically, of funs, which
were then fhining upon me, with thofe innumer-
able fets of planets or worlds, which were moving
round their refpeétive funs ; when I ftill enlarged
the idea, and fuppoled another heaven of funs and
worlds rifing ftiilabove this which we difcovered,

@2
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and thefe flill enlightened by a fuperior firma-
ment of luminaries, which are ftill planted at
fo great a diftance, that they may appear to the
inhabitants of the former as the ftars do to us:
in fhort, while I purfued this thought, I could
not but reflet on that little infignificant figure
which I myfelf bore amidft the immenfity of
God’s works. ‘

Were the fiun, which enlightens this part of the
creation, with all the hoft of planetary worlds
that move about Lim, utterly extinguifthed and
annihilated, they would not be mificd, more than
a grain of fand upon the fea fhore. The (pace
they pofle(s is fo exceedingly little in comparifon
of the whole, it would fcarce make a blank in
the creation. T he chafm would be imperceptible
to an eye that could take in the whole compafs of
pature, and pafs from one end of the creation to
the other: as it is poffible there may be fuch a
fenfe in ourfelves hereafter, or in creatures which
are at prelent more exalted than ouxfelves. We
fee many ftars by the help of glaffes, which we do
not difcover with our naked eyes; and the finur
our telefcopes are, the more ftill are our difco-
veries. Huygenivs carries this thought fo far,
that he does not think it impoffible there may be
fars whofe light has not yet travelled down to ns
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fince their firft creation. There is no queftion
but the univerfe has certain bounds fet to it ; but
when we confider that it is the work of infinite
Power, prompted by infinite goodnefls, with an
infinite fpace to exert itlelf in, how can our ima-
gination fet any bounds to it ?

To return, therefore, to my firlt thought, I
could not but look upon myfelf with fecret hor-
yor, as a being that was not worth the {inalleft
regard of one who had fet fo great a work under
his care and fuperintendency. I was afraid of
being overlooked amidt the immenfity of nature,
and loft among that infinite variety of creatures,
which in all probability fwarm through all thefe
immeafurable regions of matter.

In order to recover myfelf from this mortifying
thought, I conlidered that it took its rife from
thofe narrow conceptions which we are apt to en-
tertain of the divine nature. Ve ourfelves can-
got attend to many different objeéls at the fame
time. If we are careful to infpett fome things,
we muft of courfe neglett others. This imper-
fe&ion which we oblerve in ourlelyes, is an 1m-
perfeGtion which cleaves in fome degree to crea-
tures of the higheft capacities, as they are crea-
tures, that is, beings of finite and limited na-
turcs. The prefence of every created being is

Cs
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confined to a certain meafure of {pace, and con-
fequently his obfervation is finted to a certain
number of objes. The fphere in which we
move, and ac, and underftand, is of a wider cir-
eumference to one creature than another, accord-
ing as we rife one above another in the fcale of

xiftence. But the wideft of thefe ouy {pheres has
its circumference. When, therefore, we refle&t
on the divine nature, we are fo ufed and accuf-
tomed to this imperfeétion in ourfelves, that we
cannot forbear in fome meafure alcribing it to
him in whom'there is no fhadow of i imperfection.
Qur reafon indeed aflures us, that his attributes
are mfinite: but the poornels of our conceptions
is fuch, that it cannot forbear fetting bounds to
every thing it contemplates, till our reafon comes
again to our fuccour, and throws down all thofe
little prejudices which rif in us unawares, and
are natural to the mind of man,

We fhall therefore utterly extinguith this me-
lancholy thought, of our being overlooked by
our Maker in the multiplicity of his work s, and
the infinity of thofe objeéts among which he {eems
to be inceflantly employed, if we confider, in the
firlt place, that he is omniprefent ; and in the fe-
sond, that he is ommifcient.
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¥f we confiderhiminhis omniprefence : hisbeing
pailes through, altuates, and fupports the whole
frame of nature. His creation, and every part of
it, is full of him. There is nothing he has made,
that is either {o diftant, fo little, or fo inconfider-
able which he does not effentially inhabit. His
fubftance is within the fubftance of every being,
whether material or immaterial, and as intimate-
Jy prefent to it as that being is to itfelf. Tt
would be an imperfection in him, were he able to
move out of one place into another, or to draw
himle}f from any thing he has created, or from
airy part of that {pace which he diffufed and fpread
abread to infinity. In fhort, to fpeak of him in
the language of the old philofophers, he is a being
whofe centre is every where, and his ecircumference
no where.

In the fecond place, he is omnifcient as well as
emniprefent. His omnifcience indeed neceflarily
and naturally flows from his omnijprefence. He
canot but be confcious of every motion that arifes
in the whole material world, which he thus effen-
tially pervades; and of every thbught that is
{tirring in the intelle€eual world, to every part of
which heis t‘(ms'intimatcly united.

Were the foul feparate from the body, and with

one glance of thought fhould flart beyend the
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bounds of the creation, fhould it for millions of
years continue its progrefs through infinite {pace
with the fame aQtivity, it would ftill find itfelf
within the embrace of its Creator, and encom-
pafled round with the immenfity of the Godhead.
While we are in the body, he is not lefs prefent
with us, becaufe he is concealed from us. ¢ Oh
that I knew where I might find him! ({ays Job.)
Behold I go forward, but he is not there; and back-
ward, but I cannot perceive him: on the left hand,
where he does work, but I cannot behold him: he
hideth himfelf on the right hand that I cannot
fee him.” In fhort reafon, as well as revelation,
affures us, that he cannot be abfent from us, not-
withftanding he is undifcovered by us.

In this confideration of God Almighty’s omni-
prefence and omnifcience, every uncomfortable
thought vanithes. He cannot but regard every
thing that has-being, efpecially fuch of his crea-
tures who fear they are not regarded by him. He
1s privy to all their thoughts, and to that anxiety
of heart in particular, which is apt to trouble
them on this occafion ; for, as it is impoffible he
fhould overlook any of his creatures ; {o-we may
be confident that he regards, with an eye of mercy,
thofe who endeavour to recommend themftlves to
his nofice, and, in unfeigned humility of heart,
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think  themfelves unworthy that he. thould be
mindiul of them.

T —

.

On P'iety and Virtue.

FROM THE SAME.

*’f N one of your late papers, you had cccafion te
| confider the ubiquity of the Godhead, and at
the fame time to fhew, that as hedis prefent to every
thing, he cannot but be attentive to every tl)ing,
and privy to all the modes and parts of its exift-
ence: or, in other words, that his omnifcience
and omniprefence are co-exiftent, and run together
throngh the¢ whole infinitude of fpace. = This
eprfideration might furnith us with many incen-
tives to devotion, and motives to' morality ; but
as this fubject has been handled by feveral excel-
fent writers, I fhall confider 1t in a light which E
kave not feen it placed by others.

Firft, How difconfolate is: the condition of an
mtelleétiwal being. who is thus prefent with his
Wiaker, but at” the fame time receives no extra-
ordinary bencfit or advantage from this his pre-
fence b :

Secondly, How deplorable is the condition of

an intelletual being, ‘who feels no other effeéts
o
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from this his prefence, but fuch as proceed from
divine wrath and indignation !

Thirdly, How happy is the condition of that
intelle¢tual heing, who is fenfible of his Maker’s
prefence, from the fecret effedts of his mercy and
loving-kindnefs!

Firft, How difconfolate is the condition of an
intellectual being, who is thus prefent with his
Maker, but at the fame time receives no extraor-
dinary benefit or advantage from this his prefence!?
Every particle of matter is altuated by this Al-
mighty Being which pafles through it.. The
heavens and the carth, the ftars and planets move
and gravitate by virtue of this great principle
within them. All the dead parts of nature are
wmvigorated by the prefence of their Creator, and
made capable of exerting their refpective qualities.
The feveral inftinéts, in the brute creation, do
likewife operate and work towards the feveral
. ends which are agreeable to them, by this divine
_energy. Man only, who does not co-operate
with his holy f{pirit, and is unattentive to his
preience, receives none of thele advantages from
it, which are perfetive of his nature, and necel-
fary to his well-being. The divinity is with
him, and in him, and every where about him,
but-of noadvantage to him. It is the fame thing
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to a man without religion, as it there were no
God in the world. It is indeed impoffible for an
infinite Being to remove himfelf from any of his
ereatures ; but though he cannot withdraw his
eflence from us, which would argue an imperfec-
tion in him, he can withdraw from us all the joys
and confolations of it. His prefence may peirhaps.
be neceffary to fupport us in our exiftence; but
he may leave this our exiftence to itfelf, with re-
gard to its happinels or mifery. For, in this
fenle, he may caft us away from his prefence, and
ake his holy fpirit from us. This fingle confi-
deration, one would think fufficient to make us
open our nearts to all thofe infufions of joy and
gladnefs which are fo near at hand, and ready to
be poured in upon us; efpecially when we confi-
der, Secondly, the deplorable condition of an in-
telle€tual being, who feels no other effeéts from
his Maker’s prei‘ence,,but fuch as proceed from
divine wrath and indignation!

We may aflure ourfelves, that the great Au-
thor of nature will not always be as one who is
indifferent to any of his -creatures. Thole who
will not feel him in his love, will be fureat length
to feel him in his difpleafure.  And how dreadful
is the condition of that creature, who is only
fenfible of the being of his Creator by what he
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fuffers from him! He is as eflentially prefent in
hell as in heaven; but the inhabitants of thole
accurfed places behold him only in his wrath, and
fhrink within the flames to conceal themfelves
from him. It is not in the power of imagination
to conceive the fearful effeéts of Omnipotence jn-
cenfed.

But I fhall only confider the wretchednefs of

an intelleGual being, who, in this life, lies under
the difpleafure of him, that at all times, and in
all places, is intimately united with him. He is
able to difquiet the foul, and vex it in all its fa-
culties. He can hinder any of the greateft com-
forts of life from ’rcﬂ'eﬂling us, and give an edge
to every one of its flighteft calamities. Who
then can bear the thought of being an cut-caft
from his prefence, that is, from the comioris of
it, or of feeling it only in its terrors ? How
pathetic is that expoftulation of Job, when for
the real trial of his patience, he was made to laok
upon himfelfin this deplorable conditioy ! ¢ Why
haft thou fet me as a mark againit thee, (o that I
am become a burden to myfelf?’”  Buat, thirdly,
how happy is the condition of that intelle@ual
“being, who is fenfible of Lis Maker’s prefence
from the fecret effets of his mercy and lovitg-
kindnefs !
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The bleffed in heaven behold him face to face,
that is, are as fenfible of his prefence as we are
ofithe prefence of any perfon whom we look upon
with our eyes. There is doubtlefs a faculty in
{pirits, by which they apprehend one another, as
our feunfes do material objeéts ; and there 1s no
queftion but our fouls, when they are difembodied,
or placed in glorified bodies, will, by this faculty,
in whatever part of fpace they refide, be always
fenfible of the divine prefence. We, who have
this veil of fleth ftanding between us and the
world of fpirits,  muft be content to know the
fpirit of God is preflent with us, by the effects
which he produceth in us. Our outward fenfes
are too grofs to apprehend him ;«We may however
tafte and fee how gracious he is, by his influence
upon our minds, by thofe virtuous thoughts
which he awakens in us, by thofe fecret comforts
and refrefhments which he conveys inte our fouls,
and by thofe ravithing joys and inward fatisfac-
tions which are perpetually {pringing up, and
diffufing themfelves among all the thoughts of
good men. He islodged in our very eflence, and
“1s as a foul within the foul, to irradiate its under-
ftanding, re&ify its will, purify its pafiions, and
enliven all the powers of man. How happy there-
fore is an intelle§tual being, who, by prayer and

D
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meditation, by virtue and good works, opens this
communication between God and his own fou] !
Though the whole creation frowns upon him, and
all nature looks black upon him, he has his light
and fupport within him, that are able to cheer
his mind, and bear him up in the midft of all
thofe horrors which encompafs him. He knows
that his helper is at hand, and is always nearer
to him than any thing elfe can be, which is capa-
ble of annoying or terrifying him. In the midft
of calumny or contempt, he attends to that Being
who whifpers better things within his foul, and
whom he lcoks upon as his defender, his glory,
and the lifter-up of his head. In his deepeft foli-
tude and retirement, he knows that he is in com-
pany with the greateft of beings; and perceives
within himfelf {fuch real fenfations of his prefence,
as are more delightful than any thing that can be
met with in the converfation of his creatures.
Even in the hour of death, he confiders the pains
of his diflolution to be nothing elfe but the break-
ing down of that partition which ftands betwixt
his foul and the fight of that being who is always
prefent with him, and is about to manifeft itfelf
to him in fulnefs of joy.

If we would be thus happy, and thus fenfible
of cur Maker's prefence, from the fecret effedts
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of his mercy and goodnefs, we muft keep fuch a
watch over all our thoughts, that in the language
of the fcripture, his foul may have pleafure in us,
We muft take care not to grieve his holy fpirit,
and endeavour to make the meditations of our
hearts always acceptable in his fight, that he may
delight thus to refide and dwell in us. The light
of nature could direét Seneca to this de&trine, in
‘a very remarkable paffage among his epiftles;
Sacer in eft in nobis fpirirus, bonorum malorumque
cuftos et obfervator s et quemadmodum nos illum
trallamus, ita et ille nos. ¢ There is a holy
‘{pirit refiding in us, who watches and obferves
both good and evil men, and will treat us after
the fame manner that we treat him.” But I
thall conclude this difcourfe with thofe more
emphatical words in divine revelation; ¢ If a
man love me, he will keep my words; and my
father will love him, and we will come unto him,
and make our abode with him,”

D3
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On the Belief of God.

FROM GILPIN.
X

WE prove the being of a God, firft, from the
creation of the world.

The world muft have been produced either by
defign, or by chance. No other mode of origin
can be fuppofed. Let us fee then with which of
thefe charatters it is imprefled.

The charaéteriftic of the works of defign, is a
relation of parts, in order to produce an end—
The charateriftic of the works of chance is juft
the reverfe.—Wlhen we {ez ftores, anfwering each
other, laid in the form ofa regular building, we
immediately fay, they were put together by de-
fign: but when we fee them thrown about in a
diforderly heap, we fay as confidently, they have
been thrown fo by chance.

Now, in the world, and all its appendages,
there is plainly this appearance of defign.  One
part relates to another ; and the whole together
produces an end. The fun, for inftance, is con-
nected with the earth, by warming it intoa proper
heat, for the prodution of its fruits; and fur-
pifhing it with rain and dew. The earth again
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$s connected with all the vegetables which it pro-
duces, by providing them with proper foils and
juices for their nourifhment. Thefe again are
connected with animals, by fupplying them with
food. And the whole together produces the
great end of fuftaining the lives of innumerable
creatures.

Nor is defign fhewn only in the grand fabric of
the world, and all its relative appendages; it is
equally fhewn in every part. Tt is {een in every
animal, adapted in all its peculiarities to its pro-
per mode of life. It is feen in every vegetable
furnifhed with parts exactly fuited to its fituation.
In the leaft, as well as in the greateft, of nature’s
produétions, it is every where apparent. The
little creeper upon the wall, extending its tena-
¢ious fibres, draws nourifhment from the cran-
nies of the ftones; and flourifhes where no other
plant could live.

If then the world, and every part of it, are
thus marked with the-characters of defign, there
can be no difficulty in acknowledging the author
of fuch defign—of fuch amazing contrivance and
variety, to be a being of infinite wifdom and
power. We call a man ingenious, who makes
even a common globe, with all the parts of the
earth delineated upon it. What thall we fay

D3
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then of the Author of the great original itfelf, in
all its grandeur, and furnifhed with all its various
inhabitants ? ‘

The ay'guxnents drawn from the prefervation of
the ‘world, is indeed rather the lagt argument ad-
vanced a ftep farther,

If chance could be {uppofed to produce a regu-
lar form, yet it is certainly beyond the higheft
degree of credulity, to fuppofe it could continue
this regularity for any time. But we find it has
been continued : we find, that near 6000 years
have made no change in the order and harmony
of the world.  The fun’s action upon the earth
hath ever been regular, The production of trees,.
plants, .and herbs, hath ever been uniform,
Every feed produces now the fame fruit it ever
did. Every fpecies of animal life is ttill the fame,
Could chance continue this regular arrangement »
Could any thing continue it, but the hand of an
omuipotent God !

Lattly, we fee this great truth, the being of a
God, witnefled by the general confent of man-
kind.' This gencral confent muft arife either
from tradition, or it muft be the refult of men’s
own rcnl'oning. Upon either {uppofition, it is an
argument equally firong. Ifthe firft fuppofition be

adowed, it will be difficult to afign any fource of
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this tradition, but God himfelf. If the fecond,
it can fcarce be fuppofed that all mankind, in
different parts of the world, fhould agree in the
belief of a thing, which never exifted. For
though doubts have arifen concerning this gené-
ral belief, yet it is now pretty well afcertained,
from the accounts of travellers, that no nation
hath yet been difcovered, among whom fome
traces of religious worfhip have not been found.

Be it fo, fays the objector; yet ftill we find
fingle perfons, even in civilized countries, and
fome of them men of enlarged capacities, who
have not only had their doubts on this fubjeét,
but have proclaimed aloud their difbelicf of a
divine being.

We anfwei', that it is more than probable, no
man’s infidelity on this head was ever thoroughly
fettlede Bad men, rather endeavour to convince
themfc]veé, than are really convinced,—But even
on a 1’uppoﬁtioﬁ, that a few fuch perfons could
be found, what is their teftimony againft fo great
a majority as the reft of mankind? The light
of the fun is uni\rexfa]ly acknowledged, though
it happens that, now and then, a man may be
blind. ‘ :

But fince, it {eems, there are difficulties in fup-

pofing - a divine crcator and preferver of the
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world, what fyftem of things does the atheift
fuppofe attended with fewer? He fees the world
produced before him. He fees it hath been cre-
ated ; and is ]preferved. Some account of this
matter muft be given. If ours difpleafe him ; Jet
us have his.

The experiment hath been tried, We have
had many atheiftical creeds: none of which hath
{tood the teft of being handed down with any de-
gree of credit into future times.

The atheift’s great argument indeed againft a
Deity, is levelled at the apparent injuftice of his
government. It was an objeftion of ancient
date; and might have had its weight in heathen
times : but it is one of the bleflings, which at-
tends chriftianity, that it fatisfies all our doubts
on this head; and gives us a rational and eafy
{olution of this poignant objeStion. What if we
obferve an inaccurate diftribution of the things
of this world ? What if virtue be deprefled and
vice triumphant? It is nothing, fays the voice
of religion, to him, who believes this life to be
an inconfiderable part of his being 5 a point only
in the expanfe of ¢ ernity; who believes he is
{ent into this world, merely to prepare himfelf
for a better, This world, he knows, is intended
ncither for reward nor punifhment. Happine(s
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unqueftionably attends virtue even here, and
mifery, vice: but it is not the happinefs of a
fplendid ftation, but of a peaceful mind ; nor is it
the mifery of low circumftances, but of a guilty
confcience. ‘The things of this world are not, in
their own nature, connected either with happinefs
or mifcry.. Attended fometimes by one and
fometimes by the other, they are merely the means
of trial. One man is tempted with riches, and
another with poverty 3 but God intends neither
an elevated, nor a deprefled fituation, as the ulti-
mate completion of his will.

Befides, if worldly profperity even was the
indication of God’s favour, yet good men may
have failings and imprudencies enough about
them to deferve misfortune; and bad men virtues
which ay deferve fuccefs. Why fhould im-
prudence, though joined with virtue, partake of
its reward ? Or the generous purpoft fhare in the
punifhment, though connected with vice ?
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On the Belief of Jefus Chrift.

FROM THE SAME.

PERSON celebrated as Jefus Chrift was, we
A may f{uppofe, would naturally find a place
in the profane hiftory of his times ; it may not be
amifs, therefore, to introduce the evidence we
are about to collet, with the teftimony of fome
of the more eminent of the heathen writers, who
have mentioned him, They will at leaft inform
us, that fuch a perfon lived at the time we affert 5
and that he was the author of a new religion.—
T fhall quote only Suetonius, Tacitus, and Pliny.

Suctonius * tells us, that ¢ the emperor Clau-
dius drove all the Jews from Rome, who, at the
inftigation of one Chrift, were continually making
difturbances.”

Tacitus 1, {peaking of the perfecution of chrif-
tians, tells us, ¢ that the author of that name
was Chrift, who was put to death by Pontius Pi-
late, in the reign of Tiberius.”

Pliny’s T teftimony is more large. Tt is con-
tained in a letter, written to the emperor Trajang
defiring his inftru&ions with regard to chriftians,

% In vita Claud. Ceaf.  + Lib, 15. 1 Lib. 10,
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He blames their obftinacy in refufing to facrifice
to the Roman deities—but from their own con-
feffion can draw nothing, but that they affemble,
on a certain day before fun-rife—that they pay
divine honours to Chrift as a God—that they bind
themfelves by a facrament ot to fteal, nor to
commit adultery, nor to deceive—and that, after
the perfermance of thefe rites, they join in one
common meal. Nay, he examined, he fays, two
of them by torture: yet ftill he finds nothing ob-
noxious in their behaviour, except their abfurd
@ fuperflitions. He thinks, however, the matter
thould be enquired into; for chriftianity had
brought religion into great difufe. The markets
were crouded with viétims ; and fearce a purchafer
came near them.

Thefe writers afford us fufficient teftimony,
that Jefus Chrift lived at the time we affert ; and
that hewas the author of a new religion. They
had opportunities of being well informed ; could
have no intereft in falfifying ; were no converts
to the new fect; but talk of Chrift, only as they
would of any fingular perfon, whom they had
occafion to mention. Their teftimony therefore
is beyond cavil. ,

Let us now proceed a ftep farther, and examine
the {cripture evidence of Chrift, which proves nat
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only his exiftence; but that he is our Lord, or
the Meffiah—and not only that he was the au-
thor of a new religion; but that this religion is
true. _ :
Among the eye-witnefles of the gofpel miracles,
were many learned men, as well as unlearned.
‘T'he former had opportunity and abilities to exa-
mine the works before them; to trace out fraud,
if any fuch were latent; and did unqueftionably
receive them with all that circumfpeétion which
was due to fuch wonderful exhibitions, before
they embraced the chriftian faith; while the moft ¢
ignorant {pectator was a competent judge of mat-
ter of fact; and many of our Saviour’s miracles
were {uch as could not poffibly, from the nature
of the fa&ts themfelves, be coloured with fraud.
It had a ftrange found to the prejudices of man-
kind, that a crucified malefadtor was the {aviour
of the world; and we cannot fuppofe, that any
man, much lefs that a multitude of men, would
embrace {uch a belief without clear convi&tion;
efpecially as no worldly advantage lay on the fide
of this belief ; and the convert even renounced the
world, and embraced a life of perfecution.—Let

s confider the fingle miracle of Chrift’s refurrec-

tion. Jefus had frequently mentioned it before
his death ; and tl}c thing was fo far in gencral

2
2
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credited, that the fepulchre was {ealed, and anarmed
guard appointed to watch it. We may well fup-
~ pofe, thzzrefore, that his favourers would natural-
ly, upon this occafion, reafon thus: ¢ Jefus hath
now put his pretenfions upon a fair iffue. He
hath told us, he will arife from the dead on the
third day :—here then let us fufpend our judge-
ment, and wait the refult. Three days will de-
termine whether he be an impoftor, or the real
Mefliah.”’—Tt is very natural to fuppofe, that the
favourers of Jefus would reafon, after his death,
in a manner like this : and it is beyond credibility,
that any of them would have continued his difci-
ples, had they found him fallifying in this point.
But we know theydid continue his difciples after
this. 'We know alfo, that many profelytes, con~
vinced by this very event, embraced the chriftian
religion.—We have all the reafon in the world
therefore to believe, that they were tully fatisfied.
His miracles were to them a fufficient proof of
his pretenfions. All candid men would have ac=
quieflced, as they did ; and in their belief we have
very ftrong foundat'ion for our own.

Again, with regard to prophecy, we obferve,
that the writers of the Old Teftament feem, in
various parts, to charaterize fome extraordinary
perfony who was in the procels of time, to make his

E
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appearance in the world. The marks are pecu=
liar, and can neither be miftaken nor mifapplied.
¢¢ He was to be born of a virgin—he was to turn
the hearts of the difobedient to the wifdom of the
juft—though dignified with the charaéter of a
prince, he was to be a man of forrows, and ac-
quainted with grief—though deferibed to be with-
out fin, he was to be numbered with tran{greffors
—his hands and his feet were to be pierced—he
was to be made an offering for fin—and was never
to fee corruption.”—Thefe prophecies were pub-
Jithed mapy hundred years before the birth of
Chrift ; and had been 2ll along in the hands not
only of the Jews, but of all men of letters.. The
Old Teftament had been early tranflated into
the Greek language ; and received into the politeft
libraries of thofe times.

With thefe ideas, let us apen the New Tefta-
ment, and it is obVious that no pifture can be
more like its original, than thefe prophecies of
Chrift in one Teftament, are to his hiftory in the
other. Here we fee that extraordinary virgin-
birth unravelled.—Here we fee a life {pent in
turning the hearts of the difobedient to the wifdom
of the juft—Here we find the prince of his people,
2 man of forrows, and acquainted with grief,
Here we fee the Lord of righteoufnels numbered
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with tranfgreffors—we fee his hands and his feet
pierced—we fee him made an offering for fin—

* and we fee realized that extraordinary idea of death

without corruption.

The prophecy of the difperfion of the Jewith
nation is alfo very ancient, being attributed by
Mofes to the patriarch Jacob. ¢ The fceptre
fhall not depart from Judah until Shiloh come.™
Whatever may be the precife meaning of the
word ¢ fceptre’ in the original ; and though it may
not perhaps properly fignify that idea of regal
power which it conveys to our ears; yet it cer
tainly means fome badge of authority, that im-
plies a formed and fettled government. And as
to the ward ¢ Shiloh,” all commentators, jewifh as
well as chriftian, explain it to mean the Meffiah. -
The fenfe therefore of the prophecy is plainly
this; that the Jews fhould continue in the form
of a fociety, till the time of the Meffial. Ac-
cordingly we find that, foon after Chrift’s death,
the fceptre did depart from Judah: the Jews
loft all form of a political fociety ; and are a fin-
gular inftance of a people feattered over the whole
earth: preferved to this day feparate from all other
people, and yet witheut a fettlement any where.

A few defponding, ignorant mechanics, the dif-
ciples of a pafon crucified as a common male=

E 2
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fattor, were all the parade with which this reli-
gion was ufhered into the world; and all the hu-
man affiftance which it had to boaft. And yet
this religion, which oppofed the ftrongeft preju-
dices, and was oppofed by the greateft princes,
made its way in a few years, from a remote cor-
ner, through the whole Roman empire. Thus
was our Saviour’s prophecy, in oppofition to all
human calculation, exactly fulfilled. The leaft
of all feeds became a fpreading tree: and a church
was eftablithed, which could not be deftroyed by
all the powers of hell,

R i (S

On the Belief of the Holy Ghott.
‘ FROM.THE SAME,

W E believe, farther, in ¢¢ the Holy Ghott ;™

that is, we belicve every thing which the
Scripture tells us of the Holy Spirit of God. We
enquire not into the nature of its union with the
Godhead. We take it for granted, that the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft, have fome
kind of union, and fome kind of diftin&ion ; bes
caufe both this union and this diftinftion are
plainly pointed out in Scripture; but how they
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exift we enquire not ; concluding here, as in other
points of difficulty, that if a clearer information
‘had been neceffary, it would have been afforded.

With regard to the operations of the Holy
Spirit of God, (belides which, little more on this
head is revealed) we believe, that it directed the
apoftles, and enabled them to propagate the gofpel
—and that it will aflit all good men in the
¢onfcientious difcharge of a pious life,

The Scripture doétrine, wiih regard to the
afliftance we receive from the Holy Spirit of God,
(which is the moft effential part of this article)
is briefly this:

Gur bek endeavours are infufficient. We are
unprofitable fervants, after all; and cannot pleafe
God, unlefs fan&ified and affifted by his Holy
Spirit.—At the {ame time, we are aflured of this
afliftance, if we ftiive to obtain it by fervent
prayer, and a pious life. If we truft in ourfelves,
we fhall furely fail. If we pretend to truft in
God, without doing ail we can ourfelves, we fhall
fail likewife. And if we continue obftinate in
our perverfenefs, we may at length totally inca-
paciiate ourfelves from being the temples of the
Holy Ghoft.—The Spirit of God co-operates
then with the endeavours of man, Qur endea-
vours are- peceflary to obtain God’s afliftance s

Ej



42 THE LITERARY

and the more earneftly thefe endeavours are ex.
erted, the meafure of this grace will of courfe be
greater.

But, on the other hand, if thefe endeavours
languifh, the affiftance of Heaven will leffen in
proportion ; and if we behave with obftinate per-
'verfenels, it will by degrees wholly fail. Tt will
not always ftrive with man ; but will leave him.
a melancholy prey to his own vicious inclinations,

As to the manner, in which this {piritual affift-
ance is conveyed, we make no enquiry. We can
as little comprehend it, as we can the action of
our fouls upon our bodies. We are fenfible that
our fouls do a¢t upon our bodies ; and it is a be-
lief equally confonant to reafon, that the divine
influence may a& upon our fouls. The advocate
for natural religion need not be reminded, that
among the heathens a divine influence was a re-
ceived opinion.  The priefts of every oracle were
{uppoled to be infpired by their gods; and the
heroes of antiquity were univerfally believed to
att under the influence of a fapernatural affift-
ance: by which it was conceived they performed
actions beyond human power.—This thews, at
. leaft, that there is nothing in this dotrine repugs
nant to reafon, :
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Religion the beft and only Support

in Cafes of real Strefs. _

FROM STERNE.

Vl{ﬂHERE are- no principles but thofe of reli-
gion, to bedepended on in cafes of real
ftre(s ; and thefe are able to encounter the worft
emergencies; and to bear us up under the changes
and chances to which our life is fubjet, :
Confider then what virtue the very firft prin-
ciple of religion has, and how wonderfully it'is
conducive to this end :—That there is a Ged, a
powerful, a wife, and good Being, who firlt made
the world, and continues to govern it;—by
whofe goodnefls all ihings are defigned—and by
whole providence all things are conduéted to bring
about the greateft and beft ends. The forrowful
and penfive wretch that was giving way to his
misfortunes, and mournfully finking under therr_w,'
the moment this doltrine comes into his aid,
huthes all his complaints—and thus fpeaks com-
fort to his foul,—¢¢ it is the Lord, let him do
what feemeth him good. Without his dire&tion,
I know that no evil can befal me,—without his
permiffion, that no power can hurt me j it is im«
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poflible a Being {o wife thould miftake my hag-
ﬁinei’smor that a Being fo good fhould contra-
dict it. If he has denied me riches or other ad-
vantages—perhaps he forefees the gratifying my
wifhes would undo me, and by my own abufe of
them be perverted to my ruin. If he has denied
me the requeft of children; or, in his providence,
has thought fit to take them from me ——how can
I fay whether he has not dealt kindly with me,
and only taken that away which he forefaw would
embitter and fhorten iny days? It does fo to
thoufands, where the difobedience of a thanklefs
child bas bvrought down the parents’ grey hairs
with forrow to the grave. Has he vifited me with
ficknefs, poverty, or, other dii‘appointments Py
can I fay, but thefe are bleffings in difguife?—fo
many different expreflions of his care and concern
to difentangle my thoughts from "this world, and -
fix them upon another—another, a better world
beyond this!””  This thought opens a new face
of hope and confolation to the unfortunate :~—and,
as the perfuafion of a Providence, reconciles him
to the evils he has fuffered,—this profpect of a
future life gives him ftrength to defpife them, and
efteem the light affli¢tions.of this life, as they are,
not worthy to be compared to what is referyed for
h'u“z: hereafters
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On Happinefs.
BY HARRIS.,

LL men purfue Good, and would be happy,
A if they knew how: not happy for minutes,
and miferable for hours; but happy, if poflible,
through every part of their exiftence. Either,
therefore, there is a good of this fteady, durable
kind, or there is none. If none, then all good
mutft be tranfient and uncertain ; and if fo, an ob-
ject of the loweft value, which can little deferve
our attention or enquiry. Butif there be a better
good, fuch a good as we are {ecking; like every
other thing, it muft be derived from fome caufe;
and that caufe muft be either external, internal, or
mixed ; in as much as, except thefe three, there
is no other poffible. Now a fteady, durable good
cannot be derived from an external caufe; by
reafon, all derived from externals muft luctuate as
they fluttuate. By the fame rule, not from a
mixture of the two; becaufe the part which is
external will ‘proportionably deftroy its effence.
What then remazins but the caufe internal: the
very caufe which we have fuppofed, when we place
the Sovereign Good in Mind—in Reétitude of

4
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Aftronomy.
FROM THE TATTLER,

N fair weather, when my heart is cheered, and
I feel thatexaltation of fpirits which refults
from light and warmth, joined with a beautiful
profpeét of nature, I regard myfelf as cne placed
by the hand of God in the midft of an ample
theatre, in which the fun, moon, and ftars, the
fruits alfo-and vegetables of the earth, perpetually
<hanging their pofitions or their afpeéls, exhibit
an elegant entertainment to the underftanding as
well as to the eye.

Thunder and lightning, rain and hail, the
painted bow and the glaring comet, are decora-
tions of this mighty theatre; and the fable he-
mifphere ftudded with fpangles, the blue vault
at neon, the gloricus gildings, and the rich co-
lours in the horizon, I look on as fo many fuc-
ceffive fcenes.

When I confider things in this light, methinks
it'is a fort of impiety to have no attention to the
courfe of nature, and the revolutions of the hea
venly bodies. 'To be regardlefs of thofe phano-
mena that are placed within our view, on purpofe
to entertain our faculties, and difplay the wifdom

e
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ind power of our Creator, is an affiont to Pro-
vidence of the fame kind (I hope I was not im.
pious to make fuch a fimile) as it would be to a
good poet to fit out his play without minding the
plot or beauties of it. Amnd yet how few are
there who attend to the drama of nature, its arti-
ficial ftruéture, and thofe admirable {eenes where-
by the paffions of a philofopher are greatly agi-
tated, and his foul affefted with the {weet emo-
tigns of joy and furprize.

How many fox-hunters and rural ’fquxres are
to be found all over Great Britain, who are ig-
norant that they have lived all this time in a pla-
net; that the fun is feveral thoufand times bigger
than the earth; and that there are feveral other
worlds within our view, greater and more glorious
than our own! ¢ Ay, but,” fays fome illiterate
fellow, <¢ I enjoy the world, and leave it to others
to contemplate it.>” Yes, you eat and drink, and
run about upon it; that is, you enjoy as a brute;
but to enjoy, as a rational being, is to know it,
to be {enfible of its greatnefs and beauty, to be
delighted with its harmouny, and by thefe reflec-
tions, to obtain juft fentiments of the Almighty
mind that framed it, )

The man who, unembarraflfed with vulgar
cares, leifurely attends to the flux of things in

4o



48 THE LITERARY

heaven and things in earth, and obferves the laws
by which they are governed, hath fecured to him-
felf an eafy and convenient feat, where he beholds
with pleafure all that pafles on the ftage of nature,
while thofe about him are, fome faft afleep, and
others ftruggling for the higheft places, or turn-
ing their eyes from the entertainment prepared by
Providence, to play at puth-pin with one another.

Within this ample circamference of the world,
the glorious lights that are hung on high, the
meteors in the middle region, the various livery
of the eatth, and the profufion of good things that
diftinguifh the feafons, yield a profpeét which
annihilates all human grandeur,

fa T —

The planetary and terreftrial Worlds

COmparatively confidered.,
FROM THE SPECTATOR.

O us, who dwell on its {urface, the earth is

by far the moft extenfive orb that our eyes

can any where behold: it is alfo clothed with
verdure, diftinguifhed by trees, and adorned with
variety of beautiful decorations ; whereas to a

fpeltator placed on one of the planets, it wears an

TR -,
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aniform afpe&, looks all luminous, and no larger
than a fpot. To beings who ftill dwell at greater
difcances it entirely difappears, That which we
call alternately the morning and the evening ftar;
as in one part of the orbit fhe rides foremoft in
the proceﬂ':on of night, in the other uthers in and
anticipates the dawn; is a planetary world, which
with the four others, that {fo wonderfully vary
their myftic dance, are in themfelves dark bodies,
and fhine only by refleCtion; have fields, and feas,
and fkies of their own, are furnifhed with all ac-
commodations for animal fubfiftence, and are fup=~
pofed to be the abodes of intelleétuallife ; all which,
rogether with our earthly habitation, are depend-
ent on that grand difpenfer of divine munificence,
the fun; reccive their light from the diftribution
of his rays, and derive their. comfort from his
benign agency.

The {un which feems to perform its daily
frages through the {ky, 1s in this refpect fixed and
immoveable: it 1s the great axlc of heaven, about
which the globe we inhabit, and other more fpa-
cious orbs, wheel their ftated courfes. "The fun,
though feemingly finaller than the dial it illumi-
nates, is abundantly larger than this whole earth,
on which {o many lofty mountains rife, and fuch

waft oceans roll. -A line extending from fide to
E
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fide through the centre of that refplendent orh,
would mealure more than eight hundred thoufand
miles: a girdle formed to go round its circumfer-
ence, would require a length of millions. Were
its folid contents to be: eftimated, the account
would overwhelm our underi’canding, and be al-
moft beyond the power of language to exprefs.
Are we ftartled at thefe reports of philofophy?
Are we ready to cry out in a traniport of fur-
prife, ¢ How mighty is the Being who kindled
fuch a prodigious fire, and keeps alive, from age
to age {uch an enormous mafs of fBame!™ et us
attend our philofophic guides, and we fhall be
brought acquainted with fpeculations more en-
larged and more enflaming.

This fun, with all its attendant planets is but
a very little part of the grand machine of the
univer(e; every ftar, though in appearance no
bigger than the diamond that glitters -upon a
lady’s ring, is really a vaft globe, like the {un in
fize and in glory ; no lefs fpacious, no lefs lumi-
nous, than the radiant {ource of the day: fo that
every (tar is not barely a world, but the centre of
a magnificent fyflem ; has a retinue of worlds,
irradiated by. its beams, and revolvipg round its
attractive influence, all which are loft to our fight
in unmealurable wilds of ether. That the {tars

3
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sppear like fo many diminutive and fearce dif-
simgunifhable points, is owing to their immenfe and
#nconceivable diftance. Immenfe and inconceiv-
able indeed it 'is, fince a ball, fhot from the
Joaded cannon, and flying with unabated rapidity,
snuft travel at this impetuous rate almoft {even
hundred thoufand years, before it could reach the
mzareft of thefe twinkling luminaries.

While beholding this vaft expanfe, I learn my
awn extreme meannefs, I would alfo difcover the
abject littlenefs of all terreftrial things. What
s the earth with all her oftentatious fcenes, com-
pared with this aftonifhing grand furniture of
the tkies? What but a dim fpeck, hardly per-
ceivable in the map of the univerfe? It is ob-
ferved by a very judicious writer, that if the fun
bimfelf, which enlightens this part of the ¢rea-
tion, was extinguifhed, and all the hofts of pla-
metary worlds, which move about him, were an-
mihilated,  they would not be miffed by an eye
that can take in the whole compafs of nature,
any more than a grain of fand upon the fea-fhore,
The bulk of which they cenfift, and the fpace
whicli they occupy, is fo exceedingly little iny
comparifon of the whole, that their lofs would
Eeave fcarce a blank in the immenfity of God’s
woiks;: If then, not our globe only, but this

Fia
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whole fyftem, be fo very diminutive, what is @
kingdom or a county? What are a few lordfhips,
or the fo much admired patrimonies of thofe who
are ftiled wealthy ?  When I meafure them witly
my own little pittance, they fwell into proud and
bloated dimenfions: but when I take the univerfe
for my ftandard, how fcanty is their fize, how
contemptible their figure! they fhrink inte
pompous nothings.

On delightful Senfations.
BY SEED.

W 7’E are affefted with delightful fenfations,

when we {ee the inanimate parts of the crea-
tion, the meadows, flowers, and trees, in a fourith-
ing ftate. "There muft be fome rooted melancholy
at the heart, when all nature appears fmiling about
us, to hinder us from correfponding with the reft
of the creation, and joining in the univerfal
chorus of joy. But if meadows and trees in
their cheerful verdure, if flowers in their bloom,
and all the vegetable parts of the creation in their
moft advantageous drefs, can infpire gladnefs into
the heart, and drive away all fadnefs but delpair ;
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to fee the vational creation happy and flourithing,
ought to give us a pleafure as much fuperior, as
the Jatter is to the former in the {c#le of beings.

But the plealure is ftil} heightened, if we ourfelves
have been infrumental in” contributing to the
happinefs of our fellow-creatures, if we have
helped to raife a heart drooping betieath the

- weight of grief, and revived that barren and dry:

Jand, where no water was, with rcfrefhing fhowers
of loye and kindnefs.

{14
Art of Pleating.
BY CHESTERTIELD,

i:{zf_'*&HE means of pleafing vary according tc time,
: place and perfon; but the general rule is
the trite one. Endeavour to pleafe, and you wi1§
infallibly pleafe to a certain degree: conftantly
fhew a defire to pleafe, and you will engage peo-
ple’s flf-love in your intereft; a moft powerfu};
advoeate. “This, as indeed almoft every-thing.
elle, depends on attention. ' '

Be therefore attentive to the moft trifling thing
that pafles where you are; have, as the yulgar
phrafe is, your eyes and your ears always about

F3
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/

you. Itis avery foolifh, though a very com-
men faying, ¢ really did not mind 157 20T, <.
was thinking®f quite another thing at that time.>
The proper anfwer to fuch ingenious excufes, and
which admits of no reply, is, Why did you not
mind it, you was -prelent when it was faid or
done. Oh! but you may fay, you was thinking
of quite another thing: if fo, why was you not
in quite another place proper for that important
other thing, which you fay you was thinking of?
But you will fay, perhaps, that the company was
fo filly, that it did not deferve your attention 3
that, I am fure, is the faying of a filly man; for
a man of fenfe knows that there is no company fo
filly, that fome ufe may not be made of it by
attention,

Let your addrefs, when you firlt come into
company, be modeft, but without the leaft bafh-
fulnefs or theepifthnefs : fteady, without impu-
dence: and unembarraffed, as if you were in your
own room. This isa difficult point to hit; and
therefore deferves great attention ; nothing but a
long ufage in the world, and in the beft company,
can poflibly give iz,

' A‘Iwnys look people in the face when you {peak
to them; the not doing it, is thought to imply
cenfeious guilt; befides that, you lofe the advan-
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tage of obferving by their countenances, what
impreflions your difcourfe makes upon them. In
crder to know people’s real fentiments, I truft
much more to my eyes than to my ears ; for they
can fay whatever they have a mind 1 fhould hear;
but they can feldom help looking what they have

1o intention that I fhould know.
—@-_—.

A Portrait of Mankind.
BY STERNE.

T 7ANITY bids all her fons to be generous and
brave,—and her daughters to be chafte and
courteous.-——But why do we want her inflructions?
—Afk the comedian, who is taughta part he feels
not.— ' ' :

Is it that the principles of religion want
ftrength, or that thereal paffion for what is good
and worthy will not carry us high enough?—
God! thou knoweft they carry us too high—we
want not fo be—but g feem.—

Look out of your door,—take notice of that
man: fee what difquieting, intriguing, and fhift-
ing, he is content to go through, merely to be

thought @ man of plain-dealing :~—three grains of
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honefty would fave him all this trouble:—alas !
he has them not,—

Behold a (econd, under a thew of piety hiding
the impurities of a debauched life :—he is juft
entering the houfe of God :—would he wis more
pure—or lefs pious!—but then he could not gain
his point.

Obferve a third going almoft in the fame track,
with what an inflexible fanctity of deportment he
fuftains himﬁ;lfas he advances !—every line in his
face writes abftinence s—every ftride looks like a
check upon his defires: fee, I befeech you, how
he is cloaked ﬁp with fermons, prayers, and
facraments; and fo bemuffled with the externals
of religion, that he has not a hand to fpare for g
worldly purpofe ;—he has armour at leaft—Why
does he put it on> Is there no férving God_
without all this ? Muft the garb of religion be
extended fo wide to the danger of its rending ?
Yes, truly, or it will not hide the fecret—and,
What is that? .

—That the faint has no religion at all,

—But here comes GEenkro SITY; giving—e
ot to a decayed artift—Lbwut to the arts and {ciences
themfelves.—See,—he builis not a chamber in the
wall apart for the prophets; but whole fzhools
and colleges for thofe who come after, Lord!
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how they will magnify his name!—’tis in capitals
already; the firft—the higheft, in the gilded-roll
of every holfpital and afylum—

One honeft tear fhed in private over the unfor-
pate, is worth it all. \

What a problematic fet of creatures does fimu-
lation make us! Who would divine that all the
anxiety and concern fo vifible in the airs of one
half of that great affembly fhould arife from
pothing elle, but that the other half of it may
think them to be mep of confequence, penetra-
tion, parts,and conduct >—What a noife amonglt
the claimants about it? Behold humility, out
of mere pride—and honefty almoft out of knavery :
~—Chaftity, never once in harnmns way ;—and cou-
rage, like a Spanifh foldier upon an Italian ftage
—a bladder full of wind,—

Hark! that, the found of that trumpet,—let
not my foldier run,—tis fome good Chriftian
giving alms. O pPITY, thou gentleft of human
;paiﬁons! foft and tender are thy notes, and il
?J;.;oz'd they with {o loud an inftrument.
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Libertinifm—a Caveat againft i,
. FROM THE MANVNERS OF THE GREAT,

THERE is no error more common, or more

dangerous, than the notion that an unre-
ftrained indulgence of appetite is generally at-
tended with a liberal, humaue, and merciful tem-
per. Nor is there any opinion more falfe and
more fatal, or which demands to be more fteadily
controverted, ‘than that, Iibertinifm and good-
nature are natural and neceffary affociates. For
after “all that corrupt poets, and more corrupt
philofophers, have told us of the blandifhments
of pleafure, and of its tendency to foften the
temper, and humanize the affetions, it is certdin,
that nothing hardens the heart like exceffive and
unbounded luxury; and he who refufes the feweft
gratifications to his own voluptuoufnefs, will
generally be found the leaft fufceptible of tender-
nefs for the wants of others. The cruelties at
Rome bore an exaét proportion to the diffolute-
nels at Capreze. And it is not lefs notorious,
that the Imperial fiddler became more barbarous,
as he grew more profligate. ¢ Profperity,” fays
the Arabian proverb, ¢ fills the heart till it -
makes it hard;”” and the moft dangerous pits and
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fnares for human virtues are thofe, which are fo
covered over with the flowers of profperous for-
tune, that it requires a cautious foot, and a vi-

gilant eye, to e.cape them.

B . 7o S

On Pleafure.

FROM THE SAME.

LEASURE, like an over-fed lamp, is extin-

guifhed by the excels of its own aliment..
But the lovers of pleafure are not always prudent,
even upon their own principles; for I am per-
fuaded that the world would afford much more
real fatisfaction than it does, if we did not prefs,
and torture, and ftrain it, to yield what it does
not contain: much good, and much pleéfure, it
does liberally beftow ; but no labour nor art, can
extract from it that elixir of peéce, that divine
eflence of content, which it is notin its nature
to produce, There is good fenfe in fearching
into every bleffing forits HIDDEN properties ; but
it is folly to ranfack and plunder it for fuch as the
experience of all ages tells us are FOREIGN to it.
We exhauft the world of its pleafures, and then
lament that it is empty ; we wring thole pleafures
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to the very dregs, and then complain that they
are vapid. :

Whatever indifpofes the mind for the duty of
any particular feafon, though it affumes ever (o
innocent a form, camnot be perfectly right, If
the heart be laid open to the incurfion of vain

imaginations, and worldly thoughts, it matters

- little by what gate the enemy entered. If the

effet be injurious, the caufe cannot be quite
harmle(s. It is the perfidious px:operty of certain
pleafures, that, though: they feem not to have
the fmalle®t harm in themfklves, they impercepti-
bly indifpofe the mind to every thing that ie
good,

Polite Converfation defeftive.
FROM THE SAME.

_'I[T 1s, perhaps, one of the moft alarming {ymp-

toms of the degeneracy of morals in the pre-
feat day, that the diftinétions of rigl{t and wrong
are almoft {wept away in polite converfation,

The moft ferious offences are often named with °

-eool indifference; the moft fthameful profligacy
with affefted tendernefs and indulgent toleration.
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"The {ubftitution of the word gallantry for that
erime which ftabs domeftic happinefs and conjugal
 virtue, is one of the moft dangerous of all the
modern abufes of language. Atrocious deeds
thould never be called by gentle names. This
muft certainly contribute, more than any thing,
to diminifh the horror of vice in the rifing gene-
ration. ‘That our paffions fhould be too often
engaged on the fide of error, we may look for the
caufe, though not for the vindication, in the un-
refifted propenfities of our conftitution: but that
our reafor fhould ever be employed in its favour,
that our conwverfation fhould ever be taught to
palliate it, that our judgment fhould ever look
on it with indifference, has no fhadow of excule:
becaufe this can pretend to no foundation in na-

ture, no apology in temptation, no palliative in
pafizon.

Benevolence not to be difcouraged,

FROM THE SAME,

OTHING more benumbs- the exertions of
ardent youthful virtue, than the cruel {neer

which worldly prudence beftows on altive good-
G
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nefs ; and the cool derifion it expreflés at the defeat
of a benevolent fcheme, of which malice, rather”
than penetration, had forefeen the failure. Alas!
there is little need of any fuch difcouragements.
The world is a climate'which too naturally chills
a glowing generofity, and contra&ts an expanded
heart. The zeal of the moft fanguine is but too
apt to cool, and the activity of the moft diligent,
to flacken of itfelf: and the difappointments which
Benevolence encounters in the failure of her beft-
concerted projects, and the frequent depravity of
the moft chofen objets of her bounty, would foon
dry up the ampleft ftreams of charity, were they
not fed by the living fountain of religious prin-
ciple.

I cannot difmifs this part of my fubjeft with-
out animadverting on the two prompt alacrity,
even of worthy people, to diffeminate, in public
and general converfation, inftances of their unfuc-
cefsful attempts to do good. I never hear a
charity ftory begun to be related in a mixed com-
pany, that I do not tremble for the cataftrophe,
Ieft it fhould exhibit fome mortifying difappoint-
ment, which may deter the inexperienced from
rupning any generous hazards, and excite harth
fufpicions, at an age, when it is lefs difhonour-

able to meet with a few cafual hurts, and tranfient
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injuries, than to go cafed in the cumberfome and
impenetrable armour of diftruft. The liberal
thould be particularly cautious how they furnifh
the avaricious with creditable pretences for faving
their money, as all the inftances of the mortifica-
tion of the humane are added to tlie armoury of
the covetous man’s arguments, and produced, as
defenfive weapons, upon every frefh attack on his
heart or his purfe.

He whois once convinced that he is to affilt his
fellow-creatures, becaufe it is the will of God,
and one of the conditions of obtaining his favour;
will foon get above all uneafinefs when the con-
fequence does not anfwer his expectation. He
will foon become only anxious to do his duty,
committing events to higher hands. Difappoint-
ments will then only ferve to refine his motives,
and purify his virtue. His charity will then be=
come a facrifice lefs unworthy of the altar on
which it is offered. His affeétions will be more
fpiritualized, and his devotions more intenfe.
Nothing fhort of fuch a courageous piety can pre-
ferve a heart hackneyed in the world from relaxed
diligence, or criminal defpair.

G 2
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On the Immortality of the
Soul, &c.

BY GILPIN,

THIS article prefumes our belief in the im-
mortality of the foul.

What that principle of life is, which we call
the foul; how it is diftinguifhed from mere animal
life; how it is conne&ed with the body; and in
what ftate it fubfifts, when its bodily funétions
ceafe; are among thofe indiffoluble queftions,
with which nature every where abounds. But
notwithftanding the difficulties, which attend the
difcuflion of thefe queftions, the truth itfelf hath
-in all ages of the world been the popular creed.
" Men believed their fouls were immortal from their
own feelings, fo imprefled with an expetation of
immortality—from obferving the progreflive ftate
of the foul, capable, even after the body had at-
tained its full ftrength, of fill higher improve-
ments both in knowledge, and in habits of virtue
#from the analogy of all nature, dying and re-
viving in every part—from their fituation here {o
apparently incomplete in itfelf ; and from variety
of other topics, which the reafon of man was
able to fuggeft.—But though nature could ob-
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feurely fuggeft this great truth; yet Chriftianity
alone threw a clear light upen it, and impreffed
it with a full degree of conviftion upon our
minds.

But the article before us proceeds a ftep far-
ther. It not only implies the immortality of the
foul, but afferts the refurreQion of the body.—
Nor was this do&rine wholly new to nature. In
its conceptions of a future life, we always find
the foul in an imbodied ftate. It was airy in-
deed, and bloodlefs; but ftill it had the parts
of a human body, and could perform all its ope-
rations. _

In thefe particulars the Scripture does not gra-
tify our curiofity. From various pafiages we are
led to believe, that the body fhall certainly rife
again: but in what manner, or of what [ubftance,
we pretend not to examine. We learn, ¢ that it
is fown in corruption, and raifed in incorruption
that it is fown in difhonour, and raifed in glory ;
that it is fown a natural body, and raifed a fpi-
ritual body:> from all which we gather, that
whatever famenefs our bodies may have, they
will hereafter take a more fpiritualized nature :
and will not be fubjett to thofe infirmities,. to
which they were fubjeét on earth. Farther on
this head, it behoves us not to enquire,

G3
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Inftead, therefore, of entering into any metaphy-
ficial difquifitions of identity, or.any other cu-
vious points in which this deep fubject might
engage us, all which as they are founded upon
uncertainty, muft end in doubt, it is better to
draw this dotrine, as well as all others, into
pra&ical ufe ; and the ufe we ought to make of it
1s, to pay that regard to our bodies which is due
to them—not vainly to adorn—not luxuriouﬂy to
pamper them ; but o keep them as much as pof-
fible from the pollutions of the world 5 and to lay
them down in the grave undefiled, there to be
fealed up in expeltation of a blefled refurrection,

—— e

On the Laft Judgment.

FROM THE SAME.

T?IIS article contains the moft ferious truth,

that ever was revealed to mankind. In part
it was an article of the heathen creeds  To unen-
lightened nature it feemed probable, that, as we
had reafon given us for a guide, we fhould here-
after be accountable for its abule: and the poets,
who were the prophets of early days, and durt
deliver thofe truths under the veil of table, which
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the philofopher kept more to himfelf, give us
many traits of the popular belief on this fubjeét *.
But the gofpel alone threw a full light upon this
awful truth.

In examining this great article, the curiofity of
human nature, ever delighting to explore nnbeaten
regions, hath often been tempted beyond its li-
mits, into fruitlels enquiries; fcrutinizing the
time of this event; and fettling, with vain pre-
cifion, the circumftances of it. All curiofity of
this kind is idle at leaft, if not preflumptuous.
When the Almighty hath thrown a veil over any
part of his difpenfations, it is the folly of man to
endeavour to draw it afide.

Let us then leave all fruitlefs enquiries about
this great event ; and employ our thoughts chiefly
upon f{uch circumftances of it as moft concern us.
—Let us animate our hopes with the foothing
rvefleétion, that we have our {entence, in a manner,
in our own power,—that the fame gracious gofpel
which directs our lives, thall dirett the judgment
we receive,—that the fame gracious perfon fhall
be our judge, who died for our fins—and that his
goodnefs, we are aflured, will ftill operate towards
us ; and make the kindeft allowances for all our
infirmities.

* Sce particularky the Gth Book of Virgil's Zn,
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But left our hopes fhould be too buoyant, let
us confider, on the other hand, what an awful
detail againft us will then appear. The fubje& of
_ that grand enquiry will be all our tran{greflions of
kuewn duty—all our omiffions of knowing better
—our fecret intentions—our indulged evil
thoughts—the bad motives which often accom-
pany our moft plaufible attions—and, we are told,
even our idle words.—< He that hath ears to
hear, let him hear.”—Then fhall it be known,
whether we have anlwered the great ends of life?
—W hether we have made this world fubfervient
to a better >—W hether we have prepared ourfelves
for a ftate of happinefs in heaven, by endeavour-
g to communicate happinefs to our fellow-crea-
tures upon earth? Whether we have reftrained
our appetites and paflions; and reduced them
within the bounds of reafon and religion?  Or,
whether we have given ouarfelves up to pleafure,
gain; or ambition; and formed fuch attachments
to this world, as fit us for nothing elfe ; and leave
us no hopes either of gaining, or of enjoying a
better? It will be happy for us, if on all thefe
heads of enquiry, we can anfwer without difmay,
—Worldly diftinétions, we know, will then be of
no avail.  The proudeft of them will be then con-
founded, ¢ Naked came we into the world ; and
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maked muft we return.””  We can calry nothing
beyond the grave, but our virtues, and our vices.

I thall conclude what hath been faid on the laft
judgment with a collection of paffages on this
head from Scripture ; where only our ideas of it
can be obtained. And though moft of thefe
paffages are figurative; yet as figures are intended
to illuftrate realities, and are indeed the only il-
luftrations of which this fubjeét is capable, we
may take it for granted, that thefe figurative ex-
preflions are intended to convey a juft idea of the
truth.——With a view to make the more impreflion
upon you, I fhall place thefe paffages in a regular
feries, though collefted from various parts.

¢¢ The Lord himfelf fhall defcend from heaven
with his holy angels—The trumpet fhall found ;
and all that are in the grave fhall hear his voice,
and come forth—Then fhall he fit upon the throne
of his glory; and all nations fhall be gathered'
before him—the books fliall be opened 5 and men
fhall be judged according to their works.—They
who have finned without law, fhall perifh, (that
is, be judged) without law ; and they who have
finned in the law, fhall be judged by the law.—
Unto whomfoever much is given, of him fhall -be
much required.—Then fhall he fay to them on
his right hand, Come, ye blefled, inherit the
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kingdom prepard for you. And to them on his
lett, Dapart trom me, ye curfed, into everlafting
fire prepared for the devil and his angels.—Then
fhall the righteous fhine forth in the prefence of
their father ; while the wicked fhall go into ever-
lafting punifhment: there fhall be wailing and
gnathing of teeth.—~What manner of perfons
ought we then to be in all holy converfation and
godlinefs ? looking for, and haftening unto, the
day of our Lord 5 when the heavens being on fire,
fhall be diffolved, and the elements thall melt
with fervent heat.-—Wherefore, beloved, feeing
that we look for fuch things, let us be diligent,
that we may be found. of him in peace, with-
out {pot; and blamelefs; that each of us may
receive that blefled fentence, < Well done, thou
good and faithful fervant: thou haft been faith-

ful over a little, enter thou into the Joy of thy
Lord.”
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A future State of Rewards and
Punifhments.

FROM THE SAME,

THIS article is nearly related to that on the

immortality of the foul, and is involved in
the fame obfcurity. In what the reward of the
virtuous will confift, after death, our reafon gives
us no information. Conjecture indeed it will, in
a matter which f{o nearly concerns us; and it hath
conjeftured in all ages: but infermation it hath
none, except from the word of God; and even
there, our limited capacities can receive it only
in general and figurative expreflions. We are
told, ¢¢ there will then reign fulnefs of joy, and
pleafures for evermore—that the righteous fhall.
have an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, that
fadeth not away—where they fhall fhine forth, as
the fun, in the prefence of their father—where
error, and fin, and mifery fhall be no more—where
thall be affembled an inpumerable .company of
angels, the general afflembly of the church, the
fpirits of juft men made perfet—that they fhall
neither hunger, nor thirft any more—that all tears
fhall be wiped from their eyes—that there fhall
be neither death, nor forrow, nor pain.”
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From thefe, and fuch expreflions as thefe,
though we cannot colleét the entire nature of 4
future ftate of happinefs, yet we can eafily gather
a few circumﬁan_ces, which muft of courfe attend
it; as, that it will be very great—that it will
laft for ever—that it will be of a nature enfirely
different from the happinefs of this world—that,
as in this world, our paffions and appetites pre-~
vail ; in the next, reafon and virtue will have the
fuperiority—¢ hunger and thirft, tears and for-
row,”” we read, ¢¢ will be no more’’—that is, all
uneafly paffions and appetites will then be anni-
hilated—all vain fears will be then removed—all
anxious and intruding cares—and we fhall fee]
ourfelves complete and perfet ; and our happinefs,
‘not dependent, as here, upon a thoufand preca-
rious circumftances, both within and without
ourfelves, but confiftent, uniform, and ftable,

On the other hand, we pretend not to enquire
in what the punifhment of the wicked confifts,
-Xn the Scripture we find many expreflions, from
which we gather that it will be very great, It
is there called, ¢ an everlafting fire, prepared for
the devil and his angels—where the worm dieth
not, and the fire is never quenched—where fhall
be weeping, ‘and gnafling of “teeth—where the
wicked fhould drink of the wrath of God, poured



BOUQUET. . - 73

without mixture into the cup of his indignation
~where they fhall have no reft neither by day nor
night.”

Though it becomes us certainly to put our
interpretations with the greateft caution and hu-
mility upon fuch paflages as thefe: yet ¢ the
worm that never dieth,” and ¢ the fire that is
never quenched,” are ftrong expreflions, and
hardly to be evaded by any refinements of verbal
criticifm. Let the deift bravely argue down his
fears, by demonftrating the abfurdity of confum-
ing a {pirit in material fire. Let him fully ex-
plain the nature of future punithment ; and con-
vince us, that where it cannot reform, it muft be
unjuft.—But let us, with more modefty, lay our
hands humbly upon our breafts, confefs our igno-
rance ; revere the appointments of God, whatever
they may be ; and prepare to meet them with holy
hope, and trembling joy, and awful fubmiffion to
his righteous will,

To the unenlightened heathen the eternity of
future punifhments appeared no {uch unreafonable
doétrine. Their ftate of the damned was of ¢ter-
nal duration. A vulture for ever tore thofe en-
trails, which were for ever renewed *,

Sedet, mternumque fedebit
Infelix Thefeus, ZEn, vi. 616

H
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Of one thing, however, we may be well affured .
(which may fet us entirely at reft in all our en-
quiries on this deep fubjec,) that every thing
will, in the end be right—that a juft and merci-
ful God muft at agreeably to juftice and mercy
~and that the firft of thefe attributes will moft
affuredly be tempered with the latter.

From the dottrine of future rewards and punifh-
ments, the great and moft convincing practical
truth which arifes, is, that we cannot exert too
much pains in qualifying ourfelves for the hap-
pinefs of a future world. As this happinefs will
laft for ever, how beneficial will be the exchange
—this world, ¢ which is but for a moment, for
that everlafting weight of glory which fadeth not
away !”’

Vice, on the other hand, receives the greateft
difcouragement from this dotrine, as every fin
we commit in this werld may be confidered as
an addition to an everlafting account in the next,
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On Intemperance in Drinking.
. BY DEAN BOLTON.

HE arguments againft drunkennefs, which

: the common reafon of mankind fuggelts, are
thefe—

*T'he contemptible figure which it gives us:

The hinderance it is to any confidence being re=
pofed in us, fo far as our fecrecy is concerned :

The dangerous advantage which it affords the
crafty and the knavifh overus:

The bad effeéts which it hath on our health:

T he prejudice which our minds receive from itz

Its difpofing us to many crimes, and preparing
us for the greatefl. '

The contempible figure, which drunkennefs
gives us, is no weak argument for avoiding it.

Every reader has found the Spartans mentioned,
as inculcating fobriety on their children, by ex-
pofing to their notice the behaviour of their flaves
in a drunken fit. They thought, that were they
to apply wholly to the reafon of the youths, it
might be to little purpofe : as the force of the
arguments, which they ufed, might not be fuffi-
ciently apprehended, or the impreffion thereof
might be foon effaced : but when they made them

H 2
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frequently eye-witnefles of all the madnefs and
ablurdities, and at length the perfeét fenfeleflnefs,
which the immoderate draught occafioned ; the
idea of the wile change would be fo fixed in the
minds of its beholders, as to render them utterly
averfe to its caufe.

And may we not juftly conclude it to be from
hence, that the offspring of the perfons who are
accuftomed thus to difguife themfelves, often
prove remarkably fober? They avoid, in their
riper years, their parents crime, from the deteft-
ation of it, which they contraéted in their eqrlicr.
As to moft other vices, their debafing circum-
ftances are not fully known to us till we have
attained a maturity of age, nor can be then, till
they have been duly attended to: but in our very
childhood, at our firft beholding the effe&ts of
drunkennefs, we are ftruck with aftonithment,
that a reafonable being fhould be thus changed—
fhould be induced to make himfelf fuch an object
of contempt and fcorn. And, indeed, we muft
have the man in the utmoft contempt whom we
hear and fee in his progrefs to excefs; at firft,
teazing you with his contentioufnefs or imperti-
nence—miftaking your meaning and hardly know-
ing his own—then, faultering in his fpeech—un-

“able to got hrough an entire fentence—his hand
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trembling—nhis eyes fwimming—his legs too
feeble to fupport himj till, at length, you only
know the human creature by his fhape.

I cannot but add, that were one of any fenfe ta
have a juft notion of all the filly things he fays or
does, of the wretched appearance, which he makes
ina drunken fit, he could not want a more power-
fu] argument againft repeating his crime.

A fecond objefion to drunkennefs is, that it
hinders any confidence being repofed in us, {o far
as our fecrecy is concerned.

Who can truft the man that is not mafter of
himfelf> Wine, as it leflens our caution, fo it
prompts us to {peak our thoughts without re-
ferve s when it has fufficiently inflamed us, all the
fuggeftions of prudence pafs for the apprchenfions
of cowardice ; we are regardlefs of confequences ;
our forefight is gone, and our fear with it. Here
then the artful perfon properly introducing the
fubjelt, urging us to enter upon it—and, after
that, praifing, or blaming, or contradicting, or
queftioning  us, is foon able to draw from us
whatever information he defires to obtain,

The young debauchee foon experiences the iffue
of his mifcondut—ifoon finds his foed difrelith-
ed, his ftomach weakened, his ftrength decayed,
his body walted, In the flower of his youth, he

T2
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often feels all the infirmities of extreme old age;
and when not yet in the middle of human life, is
got to the end of his own.

If we have attained to manhood, to our full
vigour, before we run into the excels, from which
I am diffuading; we may, indeed, poflibly be
many years in breaking a good conftitution: but
then, if a fudden firoke difpatch us not; if we
are not cut off without the leaft leifure given us
to implore the mercy of heaven; to how much
uneafinefs are we, generally referved—what a va-
viety of painful diftempers threaten us! All of
them there is very little probability we fhould
elcape; and under which foever of them we may
labour, we fhall experience its cure hopelefs, and
its feverity the faddeft leffon, how dear the pur-
chale was of cur former mirth.

Every time we offend in it, we are firft madmen,
and then idiots; we firfk fay, and do, a thoufand
the moft ridiculous and extravagant things, and
then appear quite void of fenfe. By annexing
thefe conftant inconveniencies to drinking immo-
derately, it feems the defign of a wife Providence
to teach us, what we may fear from a habit of it
—to give us a foretafte of the miferies which jt
will at length bring upon us, not for a few hours
alone, but for the whole remainder of our lives,
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What numbers have, by hard drinking, fallen
into an incurable diftraétion! And who was ever
for many years a fot, without deftroying the
quicknefs of his apprehenfion, and the ftrength of
his memory? What mere drivellers have fome
of the beft capacities become, after a long courfe
of excels!

As we drink to raife our {pirits, but, by thus
raifing, we weaken them; fo whatever frefh vigour
our parts may feem to derive from our wine, it 18
a vigour which waftes them ; which, by being
often thus called out, deftroys its fource, our
natural fancy and underftanding. It is like a

*man’s fpending upon his principal : he may, for
a feafon, make a figure much fuperior to his,
who fupports himfelf upon the intereft of his for~
tune ; but is fure to be undone, when the other is
unhurt.

From all the obfervations which we can make
on the human frame, it may be fairly fuppofedy
that it is not reafonable to think we can be, for,
many years inflaming our brains without injuring
them—be continually difordering the moft deli-
cate parts of our maghine, without in}pnil'ing,
them. A lively imagination, a quick apprehen~
fion, a retentive memory, depend upon parts in
our ftruéture, which are more eafily hurt, than
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fuch, whofe found ftate is neceffary for the pre-
fervation of mere life: and therefore we perceive
thole feveral faculties often entirely loft, long be-
fore the body drops.  The man is very frequently
feen to furvive himfelf—to continue a living crea-
ture, after he has, for fome years, ceafed to be a
rational one. - And to this deplorable ftate, no-
thing is more likely to bring us, than a habit of
drunkennefs ; as there is no vice that more imme-
diately affets thofe organs, by the help of which
we apprehend, reafon, remember, and perform the
like adts.

What, /fix:hly, ought to raife in us the utmoft
abhorrence of drunkennefs is, the confideration of
the many crimes to which it difpofes us. He,
throngh whofe veins the inflaming portion has
{pread’it(elf, muft be under a greater temptation
to lewdnefs, than you can think him in any other
circumftances: and from the little realoning, of
which he is then capable, as to the difference of
the two crimes, would hefitate no more at adul
tery than fornication,

- Thus, alfo, tor immoderate anger, contention,
feurrility and abufe, aés of violence, and the
moft injurious treatment of others ; they are all
offences, into which drunkennefs is moft apt to
betray us; foapt to do it, that you will fcarcely

'
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find a company drinking to excefs, without many
provoking fpeeches and ations paffing in it—
without more or lefs frife, before it feparates.
We even perceive the moft gentle and peaceable,
the moft humane and civilized, when they are
fober, no fooner - intovicared, than they put off
all thofe commendable qualities, and affume, as
it were, a new nature—a nature as different from
their former, as the moft untratable and fierceft
of the brute kind are, from the moft accomplifhed
and amiable of our own.

B

On Intemperance in Eating.

FROM THE SAME,

E is the temperate man whofe health directs

his appetite—who is beft pleafed with what

beft agrees with him—who eats, not to gratify

his tafte, but to preferve his life—who 1is the

fame at every table, as at his own—who, when he

feafts, is not cloyed; and fees all the delicacies

before him that luxury can accumulate; yet pre-
{erves a due abftinence amidft them.

The rules of temperance not only oblige us to

abftain from what zow does, or what we are {ure
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Joon will, hurt us; we offend againft them, when
we avoid not whatever has a probability of being
hurtful to us.—They are, further, tranfgrefled by
too great nicety, about our food—Dby much foli-
citude and eagernefs to procure what we moft relith
=—~by frequently eating to fatiety.

In thus defcribing temperance, let me not be
underftood to cenfure, as a failure therein, all re-
gard to the food that beft pleafes us, when it is
equally wholefome with other kindsewhen its
price is neither unfuitable to our circumftances,
hor very great—when it may be conveniently pro-
cured—when we are not anxious about it—when
we do not frequently feek after it—when we are
always moderate in its ufe.

The diffuafives from intemperate eating that
appear of greateft weight, are thefe

It is the groffeft abufe of the gifts of Provi-
dence.

It is the vileft debafement of ourfelves,

. Our bodies owe to it the moft painful difeafes,
and, generally, a fpeedy decay.

It frequently interrupts the ufe of our nobler
faculties, and is fure, at length, greatly to enfee-
ble them,

The ftraits to which it often reduces us, occa-
fion our falling into crimes, which would, othera
wife, have been our utter abhorrence,
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Life, as we have been wifely taught to confider
ity s more than meat. Man could not be fent
into the world but for quite different purpofes
than merely to indulge his palate. He has an
underftanding given him, which he may, greatly
improve; many are the perfettions which he is
qualified to attain; much good to his fellow-
creatures he has abilities to do; and all this may
be truly faid of all mankind; all of us may im-
drove our reafon, may proceed in virtue, may be
ufeful to our fellow-creatures. There are none,
therefore, to whom it is not a foul reproach, that
their belly is their God—that they are more foli-
citous to favour, and thereby to ftrengthen, the
importunity of their appetite, than to weaken and
mafter it, by frequent refiftence and reftraint.

Let me, alfo, confider intemperance in what
we eat, as frequently interrupting the ufe of our
nobler faculties ; and fure, at length, greatly to
enfeeble them. How long is it before we are
really ourfelves, after our flomach has received its
fullload! Under it, our fenfes are dulled, our
memory clouded, heavinefs and ftupidity poflefs
us : fome hours may pals before our vivacity
returns, before reafon can again aét with its full
vigour. 'The man is not feen to advantage, his
real abilitics are not to. be difcovered, till the
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effelts of his gluttony are removed, till his con-
ftitution has thrown off the weight that opprefled
it. :

The hours preceding a plentiful meal, or thofe
which fucceed its entire digeftion, are, we all find,
{uch, in which we are fitteft to tranfact our affairs,
in which all the aéts of the underftanding are beit
exerted.

How fmall a part of his time is therefore the
luxurious man himfelf! What between the length
of hisAl'epaﬁs-;-the fpace during which he is, as
it were, ftupified by his excefs in them—the
many hours of fleep that he wants to refrefh, and
of exercife to fttengthen him; within how fmall
a compafs is that portion of his life brought, in
which his rational powers are fitly difplayed !

In the vigour of youth, in the full firength of
manhood, an uncontrouled gratification of appe-
tite allows only fhort intervals of clear apprehen-
fion, of clofe attention, and the free ufe of our
judgment: but if, either through an uncommonly
firm conftitution, or by fpending all thofe hours
in exercife, which are not paffed at our tables or
in our beds, we are enabled, notwithftanding fuch
gratification, to reach a more advanced age; what
a melancholy fpetacle do we then frequently
afford ! our memory, our wit, our fenfe, almoft

3
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wholly deftroyed,—there remains fcarce allowing
a conjefture to be formed thence, what they have
been—the ruins of the man hardly furnifhing a
trace of his former ornaments.

Moft of thofe difeafes which luxury brings
upon our bodies are, indeed, a gradual impairing
of our intelleGtual faculties: the mind fhares the
diforder of its companion, atts as that permits,
difcovers a greater or lefs capacity, according to
the other’s more or lefs perfet ftate. And as
the body, when dead, is totally unfit to be acted
wpon by the foul {o the pearer it is brought to
death by our gluttony, the more we increafe its
unfitnels to difplay, by how noble a principle it
is aCtuated, what the extent of thofe abilities is,
which the bounty of our infinitely good and pow-
erful Creator has afforded.

S I

Cruelty to Animals.
BY POPE.

/mONTAIGNE thinks it fome refle¢tion upon

human nature itfelf, that few people take

delight in fecing beafts carefs or play together,

but almoft every one is pleafed to fee them lace-
I
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rate and worry one another. I am forry this
temper is become almoft a diﬁingui{hing charac-
ter of our own nation, from the obfervation which
is made by foreigners of out beloved paftimes,
bear-baiting, cock-fighting, and the like. We
fhould find it hard to vindicate the defroying of
any thing that has life, merely out of wanton-
nefs: yet in this principle our children are bred
up; and one of the firft pleafures we allow them,
is the licence of infliting pain upon poor animals :
almoft as foon as we are fenfible what life is our-
felves, we make it our {port to take it from other
creatures. I cannot but belicve a very good ufe
might be made of the fancy which children have
for birds and infeCs. Mr. Locke takes notice of
a mother who permitted them to her children, but
rewarded or punifhed them as they treated them
well or ill. This was no other than entering
them betimes into a daily exercife of humanity,
and improving their very diverfion to a virtue,

I fancy, too, fome advantage might be taken
of the common notion, that it is ominous or un-
lucky to deftroy fome forts of birds, as fwallows
and martins. This opinion might poflibly arife
from the confidence thele birds feem to put in us,
by building under our roofs; fo that this is a
kind of violation of the laws of hofpitality to
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murder them. As for Robin-red-breafts, in par-
ticular, it is not improbable they owe their fe-
curity to the old ballad of ¢¢ The children in the
wood.” However it be, I don’t know, I fay,
why this prejudice, well improved and carried as
far as it would go, might not be made to conduce
to the prefervatien of many innocent ¢reatures,
which are now expofed to all the wantonnels of
an ignorant barbarity.

'--—o——'
Violence and Contention.

BY BLAIR,

ACCUSTOM yourfelves, alfo, to reflet on

the fmall moment of thofe things which are
the ufual incentives to violence and contention,
In the ruffled and angry hour, we view every ap-
pearance through a falfe medium. The moft
inconfiderable point of intereft, or honour, fwells
into a momentous object; and the flighteft attack
feems to threaten immediate ruin. But after
paffion or pride has fubfided, we look round in
vain for the mighty mifchiefs we dreaded: the
fabric,  which our difturbed imagination had
reared, totally difappears. But though thecaufe

1z
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of contention has dwindled away, its confequences
remain. We have alienated a friend; we have
embittered an enemy ; we have fown the feeds of
of future fufpicion, malevolence, or difguft.—
Sulpend your violence, I befeech you for a mo-
ment, when caufes of difcord occur. Anticipate
that period of coolnefs, which of itfelf, will foon
arrive.  Allow yourfelves to think, how little
you have any profpect of ‘gaining by fierce con-
tention ; but how much of the true happinefs of life
you are certain of throwing away. Eafily, and
trom the fmalleft chink, the bitter waters of ftrife
are let forth; but their courfe cannot be forefeen;
and he feldom fails of fuffering moft from the poi-
fonous effe€t, who firft allowed them to flow,

< =D

On Gentlenefs.

FROM THE SAME,

BUT gentlenels will, moft of all, be promoted

by frequent views of thofe great objefts
which our holy religion prefents. Let the pro-
fpects of immortality fill your minds. Yook
upon this world as a ftate of paffage. Confider
yourfelves as engaged in the purfuit of highey
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interefts ; as a&ting now under the eye of God, an
introduory part to a more important [cene.
Elevated by fuch fentiments, your minds will
become calm and fedate. You will look down,
as from a fuperior ftation, on the petty difturb-
ances of the world They are the felfifh, the fen-
fual, and the vain, who are moft fubjett to the
impotence of pafion. They are linked fo clofely
to the world ; by fo many fides they touch every
objedt, and every perfon round them, that they
are perpetually hurt, and are perpetually hurting
others. But the {pirit of true religion removes
us to a proper diftance from the grating objeéts
of worldly contentions. It leaves us fufficiently
conneéted with the world, for aéting our part in
it with propriety; but difengages us from it {o
far, as to weaken its power of difturbing our tran~
quillity. It infpires magnanimity; and mag-
panimity always breathes gentlenefs. It leads
us to view the follies of men with pity, not with
vancour; and to treat, with the mildnefs of a fu-
perior nature, what in little minds would call
forth all the bitternefs of paffion.

Aided by fuch confiderations, let us cultivate
that gentle wifdom which is, in {o many refpects,
important both to our duty and our happinefs,
Tet us affume it as the ornament of every age,

13
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and of every ftation. Let it temper the petu,
lance of youth, and foften the morofene(s of old
age. Let it mitigate authority in thofe who rule,
and promote deference among thofe who obey. I
conclude with repeating the caution, not to mif-
take for true gentlenefs, that flimfy imitation of
it, called polithed manners, which often, among
the men of the world, under a finooth appearance,
conceals much alperity. Let yours be native
gentlene(s of heart, flowing from the love of
God, and the love of men. Unite this amiable
fpirit, with a proper zeal for all that is right,
and juft, and true, Let piety be combined in
your charalter with humanity. Let determined
integrity dwell in a mild and gentle breaft. A
chara@er thus fupported, will command more
real refpect than can be procured by the moft
thining accomplithments, when feparated from
virtue,
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The Balance of Happinefls equal,
FROM THE SAME.

-A N extenfive contemplation on human affairs,
A will lead us to this conclufion, that among
the different conditions and ranks of men, the
balance of happinefs is preferved in a great mea-
fure equal, and that the high and the low, the
rich and the poor, approach, in point of real en-
joyment, much nearer to each other than is com-
monly imagined. In the lot of man, mutual
compenfations, both of pleafure and of pain,
uhiverfally take place. Providence never intend-
ed, that any flate here fhould be either completely
happy, or entirely mifevable. If the feelings of
pleature are more numerous, and more lively, in
the higher departments of life, fuch alfo are thofe
of pain. If greatuefs flatters our vanity, it mul-
tiplies our dangers. If opulence increafes our
gratifications, it increafes, in the fame propor-
tion, our defires and demands. If the poor are
eonfined to 2 more narrow circle, yet within that
circle lie moft of thofe natural fatisfa&ions, which
after all the refinements of art, are found to be
the moft genuine and true. Ina {tate, therefore,
where there is neither fo much to be coveted on
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the one hand, nor to be dreaded on the other, as
at firft appears, how fubmiflive ought we to be
to the difpofal of Providence! How temperate in
our defires and purfuits! How much more at-
tentive to preferve our virtue, and to improve our
minds, than to gain the doubtful and equivocal
advantages of worldly profperity !

7

.

On Education.

FROM THE SPECTATOR.

1 CONSIDER a human foul without education
<+ like marble in the quarry, which fhews none
of its inherent beauties, until the kill of the po-
lifher fetches out the colours, makes the furface
thine, and difcovers every ornamental cloud, fpot,
and vein, that runs through the body of it. Edu-
cation, after the fame manner, when it works upon
a noble mind, draws out to view every latent
virtue and perfettion,

The philofopher, the faint, or the hero, the
wile, the good, or the great man, very often lie
hid and concealed in a plebeian, which a proper
education might have difinterred, and have
brought to light, I am ther¢fore much delighted



BOUQVUETo 93

with reading the accounts of favage nations, and
with contemplating thofe virtues which are wild
and uncultivated; to fee courage exerting itfelf
in fiercenefs, refolution in obftinacy, wifdom in
cunning, patience in fullennefs and defpair.
Men’s paffions operate varioufly, apd appear in
different kinds of a&ions, according as they are
more or lefs re&tified or fwayed by reafon. When
one hears of negroes, who, upon the death of their
mafters, or upon changing their fervice, hang
themf{clves upon the next tree, as it frequently
happens in our American plantations, who can
forbear ac(\imiring their fidelity, though it exprefies
itfelf in fo drgadful a manner 2 What might not
that favage greatnefs of {oul, which appears in
the(e poor wretches on many occafions, be raifed
to, were it rightly cnltivated ?  And what colour
of excufe can there be for the contempt with
which we treat this part of our fpecies; that we
fhould not put them upon the common foot of
humanity ; that we fhould only fet an infignificant
fine upon the man who murders them; nay, that
we fhould, as much as in. us lies, cut them off
from the profpeéts of happinefs in another world,
as well as in this, and deny them that which we

Jeok upon as the proper means for attaining it}
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It is therefore an unfpeakable blefling, to be
born in thofe parts of the world where wifdom
and knowledge flourith; though it muft be con-
fefled there are, even in thefe parts, feveral poor
uninftruéted perfons, who are but little above
the inhabitants of thofe nations of which I have
been here I%eaking; as thole who have had the
advantage of a more liberal education, rife above
one another by feveral different degrees of per-

fetion,

e A
<)

On Bad Company.
BY GILPIN,

cc EVIL communication,” fays the text,
¢ corrupts good manners.”” ‘The affer=
tion is general, and no doubt all people fufter
from fuch communication; but above all, the
minds of youth will fuffer; which are yet un-
formed, unprincipled, unfurnithed ; and ready to
receive any impreflion.
But before we confider the danger of keeping
bad company, let us firft fee the meaning of the
phrafe.
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In the phrafe of the world, good company
means fathionable people. Their ftations in life,
not their morals, are confidered: and he; who
affociates with fuch, though they fet him the ex-
ample of breaking every commandment of the
decalogue, is ftill faid to keep good company.—I
fhould wifh you to fix another meaning to the
expreffion ; and to confider vice in the fame de-
teftable light, in whatever company it is found ;
nay, to confider all company in which it is found,
be their ftation what it will, as bad company.

The three following clafles will perhaps include
the greateft part of thofe, who deferve this ap-
pellation.

In the firft, I fhould rank all who endeavour to
deftroy the -principles of Chriftianity—who jeft
upon Scripture—talk blafphemy—and treat re-
velation with contempt.

A fecond clafs of bad company are thofe, who
have a tendency to deftroy in us the principles of
common honefty, and integrity: Under this head
we may rank gamefters of every denomination ;
and the low and infamous characters of every
mecﬂ’xon. <

A third clafs of bad company, and fuch as-are
commonly moft dangerous to youth, includes the

long catalogue of men of pleafure. In whatever
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way they follow the call of appetite, they have
equally a tendency to corrupt the purity of the
mind. :

Befides thefe three clafles, whom we may call
bad company, there are others will come under
the denomination of ill-chofen company: trifling,
infipid charaters of every kind; who follow no
bufinefs—are led by no ideas of improvement—
but {pend their time in diffipation and folly—
whofe higheft praife it is, that they are only not
vicipps. With none of thefe, a ferious man
would wifh his fon to keep company,

It may be afked what is meant by keeping bad
company? The world abounds with charasters
of this kind: they meet us in every place: and
if we keep company at all, it is impoffible to
avoid keeping company with fuch perfons,

It is true, if we were determined never to have
any commerce with bad men, we muft, as the
apoftle remarks, ¢ altogether go out of the
world.” By keeping bad company, therefore,
is not meant a cafual intercourfe with them, on
occafions of bufinefs, or as they accidently fall in
our way; but having an inclination to confort
with them—complying with that inclination—
feeking their company when we might avoid it——
entering into their parties~—and making them the
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companions of our choice. Mixing with them
occafionally cannot be avoided.

The danger of keeping bad cdmpany, arifes
principally from our aptnefs to imitate and catch
the manners and fentiments of others—f{rom the
power of cuftom—from our own bad inclinations
—and from the pains taken by the bad to corrupt
uSis

In our earlieft youth, the contagion of manners
is obfervable. In the boy, yet incapable of hav-
ing any thing inftilled into him, we eafily difco-
ver from his firft adtions, and rude attempts. at
language, the kind of perfons with whom he
has been brought up ; we fee the early (pring of
a civilized education, or the firft wild fhoots of
rufticity.

As he enters farther into life, his behaviour,
manners, and converfation, all take their calt from
the company he keeps. Obferve the peafant, and
the man of education ; the difference is firiking,
And yet God hath, beftowed equal talents on eacli.
The only difference is, they have been thrown
into different f{cenes of life ; and have had com-
merce with perfons of different ftations.

# See this fubje&t treated more at large in an anonymous pams
phlet, on the Employment of Time.

K
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Nor are manners and behaviour more eafily
caught, than opinions and principles. In child-
hood and youth, we naturally adopt the fentiments
of thofe about us. And as we advance in life,
how few of us think for ourfelves? How many
of us are fatisfied with taking our opinions at
fecond hand ?

The great power and force of cuftom forms
another argument againft keeping bad company.
However ferioufly difpofed we may be; and how-
ever fhocked at the firft approaches of vice; this
fhocking appearance goes off, upon an intimacy
with it.  Cuftom will foon render the moft dif-
guftful thing familiar, And this is indeed a kind
provifion of nature, to render labour, and toil,
and danger, which are the lot of man, more ealy
tohim. The raw foldier, who trembles at the
firlt encounter, becomes a hardy veteran in a few
campaigns, Habit,renders danger familiar, and
of courfe indifferent to him.

But habit, which is intended for our good,
may, like other kind appointments of nature, be
converted into a mifchief. The well-difpofed
youth, entering firft into bad company, is fhocked
at what he hears, and what he fees. The good
principles which he had imbibed, ring in his ears
an alarming leffon againft the wickedne(s of his

"
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companions. But, alas! this fenfibility is but of
a day’s continuance. The next jovial meeting
makes the horrid piture of yefterday more eafily
endured. Virtue is foon thought a fevere rule;
the gofpel, an inconvenient reftraint : a few pangs
of confcience now and then interrupt his pleafures ;
and whifper to him, that he once had better
thoughts : but even thefe by degrees die away ;
and he who at firft was fhocked evenat theappear-
ance of vice, is formed by cuftom intoa profligate
leader of vicious pleafures—perhaps into an aban-
doned tempter to vice.—So carefully fhould we
oppofe the firft approaches of fin! fo vigilant
fhould we be againft fo infidious an enemy !

Our own bad inclinations form another argu-
ment againft bad company. We have fo many
paflions and appetites to govern: fo many bad
propenfitics of different kinds to watch, that,
amidft fuch avariety of enemies within, weought
at leaft to be on our guard againft thofe withouts
The breaft even of a good man is reprefented in
feripture, and experienced in fat, to bein a ftate
of warfare. His vicious inclinations are contiz
nually drawing him one way ; while his virtue is
making efforts another. And if the fcriptures
reprefent this as the cafe even of a good man,
whole paffions, it may be imagined, are become in

K2
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fome degree cool and temperate, and who has
made fome progrefs in a virtuous courfe; what
may we fuppofe to be the danger of a raw unex-
perienced youth, whofe paffions and appetites are
violent and feducing, and whofe mind js in a ftill
lefs confirmed fate? It is his part {urely to keep
out of the way of temptation ; and to give his
bad inclinatious as little room as poffible to ac-
quire new ftrength,

R

On Serioufnefs,

FROM THE MANNERS OF THE GREAT.

NOTHING, perhips, more plainly difcovers

the faint impreffion which religion has really
made upon our hearts, than this difinclination,
even of good people, to ferious converfation. Let
me not be mifunderftood; I do not mean the
wrangle of debate; I do not mean the gall of con-
troverfy ; I do not mean the fiery ftrife of opinions,
than which nothing can be lefs favourable to good
nature, good manners, or good fociety, But it
were to be wifhed, that it was not thought ill-
bred and indifcreet that the eflcapes of the tongue
fhould now and then betray the ¢ abundance of
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the heart :”* that when fuch fubjects are cafually
introduced, a difcouraging coldnefs did not in-
ftantly take place of that fprightly animation of
countenance which made common topics intereft-
ing. If thefe outward and vifible figns were un-
equivocal, we fhould form but moderate ideas of
the inward and {piritual grace. It were to be
withed, that fuch fubjeéts were not thought dull
merely becaufe they are good ; that they had the
common chance of fair difcuffion; and that parts
and learning were not afhamed to exert themfelves
on occafions where both might appear to fo much
advantage. If the heart were really interefted,
could the affetions forbear now and then to break
out into lauguage? Aurtifts, phyficians, mer-
chants, lawyers, and fcholars, keep up the {pirit
of their profeffions, by mutual intercourfe. New
lights are ftruck out, improvements are fuggefted,
emulation is kindled, love ot the objett is in-
flamed, miftakes are retified, and defire of excel-
lence is excited, by communication, And is
piety alone fo very ealy of acquifition, fo very
natural to our corrupt hearts, or {o certainly pro=
greflive of itfelf, as to require none of the helps
which are indifpenfable on all other fubjelts?
Travellers, who are to vifit any particular coun-
try, are full of earneft enquiry, and diligent ree

o
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fearch; they think nothing indifferent by which
their future pleafure or advantage may be effected.
Every hint which may procure them any inform-
ation, or caution them againft any danger, is
thankfully received; and all this, becaufe they
are really in earneff in their preparation for this
journey; and do fully beliewe, not only that there
1s {uch a country, but that they have a perfonal
intereft in the good, or evil, which may be found
in it,

R

On Venial Sins.

FROM THE SAME.

NE great danger, even to good kind of peo-

~ ple, feems to arife from a miftaken idea,
that only great and adtual fins are to be guarded
againft. Whereas, fins of omiflion make up,
perhaps, the moft formidable part of their cata-
logue of offences. Thefe generally fupply in
number what they want in weight, and are the
more dangerous for being little oftenfible. They
continue to be repeated with lefs regret, becaufe
the remembrance of their predeceflors does not,

ke the remembrance of formal, a&ual crimes,
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affume a body and a fhape, and terrify by the
impreffion of particular fcenes and circumftances.
While the memory of tranfacted evil haunts a
tender confcience by perpetual apparition ; omit-
ted duty, having no local or perfonal exiftence,
not being recorded by ftanding aéts and deeds,
and having no diftin& image to which the mind
may recur, finks into quiet oblivion, without
deeply wounding the confcience, or tormenting
the imagination. Thefe omiflions were, perhaps,
among the ¢ fecret fins,”” from which the royal
penitent fo earneftly defired ta be cleanfed : and
it is worthy of the moft ferious confideration, that
thefe are the offences againft which the Gofpel
pronounces very alarming denunciations, It is
not lefs againft negative than afual evil, that
affectionate exhortation, lively remonftrance, and
. pointed parable, are exhaufted. Tt is againft the
tree which bore wo fruit, the lamp which had No
oil, the unprofitable fervant who made No ufe of
his talent, that the fevere {entence is denounced :
as well as againft .corrupt fruit, bad oil, and ta-
lents 7/l employed. We are led to believe, from
the {ame high auathority, that omitted duties, and
negleGted opportunities, will furnifh no inconfi-
derable portion of our future condemnation. A

very awful part of the decifion, in the great day
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of account, feems to be referved merely for omif-
fions and negatives. Ye gave me no meat ; ye
gave me No drink ; ye took me NOT inj ye
vifited me NOT. On the punifhment attending
pofitive crimes, as being more naturally obvious,
more logically confequent, it was not, perhaps,
thought fo neceffary to infift.

N TR s
Religion,—miftaken Views of it.
FROM THE SAME,

NOTHER caufe, which ftill further impedes

the reception of Religion even among the
well-difpofed, is, that garment of fadnefs in which
people delight to fuppofe her dreffed; and that
life of hard aufterity, and pining abftinence, which
they pretend fhe enjoins her difciples. And it
were well if this were only the mifreprefentation
of her declared enemies ; but, unhappily, it is the
too frequent mifconception of her injudicious
friends. Bat fuch an overcharged piéture is not
more unamiable than it is unlike; for I will ven-
ture to affirm, that Religion, with all her beau-
tiful and becoming fandtity, impofes fewer facri-
fices, not only of rational, but of pleafurable
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enjoyment, than the uncontrolled dominion of any
one vice. Her fervice is not only perfect fafety,
but perfett freedom. She is not fo tyrannizing
as Paflion, fo exafting as the World, nor fo
defpotic as Fathion. Let us try the cafe by a
parallel, and examine it, not as affeting our
virtue, but our pleafure. Does Religion forbid
the cheerful enjoyments of life as rigoroufly as
Avarice forbids them? Does fhe require fuch
facrifices of our eafe as Ambition; or fuch renun-
ciations of our quiet as Pride? Does Devotion
murder fleep like Diffipation? Does fhe deftroy
Health 'like Intemperance Does fhe annihilate
Fortune like Gaming? Does fhe imbitter Life
like Difcord ; or abridge it like Duelling? Does
Religion impofe more vigilance than Sufpicion;
or half as many mortifications as Vanity? -Vice
has her martyrs: and the moft auftere and felf=
denying - Afcetic (who miftakes the genius of
Chriftianity almoft as much as her enemies) never
tormented himfelf with fuch cruel and caufelefs
feverity as that with which Envy lacerates her
unhappy votaries. Worldly honour obliges us
to be at the trouble of refenting injuries; but
Religion {pares us that inconvenience, by com-
manding us to forgive them ; and, by this injunc-
tion, confults our happinefs no lefs than our
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virtue; for the torment of conftantly hating any
one muft be, at leaft, equal to the fin of it.—If
this eftimate be fairly made, then is the balance
clearly on the fide of Religion even in the article

of pleafure, -

T

On Candour.

FROM THE SAME.

VERY man whois fincerely in earneft to ad-
vance the interefts of religion, will have
acquired fuch a degree of candour as to become
indifferent by whom good is done, or who has
the reputation of doing it, provided it be actually
done. He will be anxious to increafe the ftock
of human virtue and of human happinefs, by
every poflible means. He will whet and fharpen
every inftrament of goodnefs, though it be not
caft in his own mould, or fathioned after his own
pattern. He will never confider whether the form
{uits his own particular tafte, but whether the
inftrument itfelf be calculated to accomplith the
work of his mafter. It is a teft by which he will
be able to judge of his own fincerity, if the de-
light he feels at hearing of a meritorious ation
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fuffers no abatement, becaufe it was performed by
one who differs from him in his religious, or even
his political, fentiments.

D e oy

Ridicule dangerous to Morality
and Religion.

BY SMOLLET,

HE unbounded freedom and licentioufnefs of
raillery and ridicule, is become of late years

fo fathionable among us, and hath already been
attended with fuch fatal and deftrutive confe=
quences, as to give a reafonable alarm to all friends
of virtue. Woriters have rofe up within this laft
century, who have endeavoured to blend and con-
found the colours of good and evil, to laugh us
out of our religion, and undermine the very
foundations of morality, The charatter of the
Scoffer hath, by an unaccountable favour and
indulgence, met not only with pardon, but ap-
probation, and hath therefore been almoft univer=
fally fought after and admired. Ridicule hath
been called (and this for no other reafon but be=
caufe Lord Shaftefbury told us fo) the teft of
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truth, and, as fuch, hath been applied indiferimi-
nately to every fubjects

But in oppofition to all the puny followers of
Shaftefbury and Bolingbroke, all the laughing
moralifts of the laft age, and all the fneering fa-
tyrifts of this, 1 fhall not {cruple to declare, that
I look on ridicule as an oppreffive and arbitrary
tyrant, who like death, throws down all diftinc-
tion; blind to the charms of virtue, and deaf to
the complaints of truth ; a bloody Moloch, whe
delights in human facrifice; who loves to feed.on
the flefh of the poor, and to drink the tears of the
affli¢ted ; who doubles the weight of poverty by
fcorn and laughter, and throws the poifon of
contempt into the cup of diftrefs to embitter the
draught.

Truth, fay the Shaftefburians, cannot poffibly
_be an objeét of ridicule, and therefore cannot {uffer
by it:—to which the anfwer is extremely obvi-
ous : Truth, naked and undifguifed, cannot, we
will acknowledge with them, be ridiculed ; but
‘Truth, like every thing elfe, may be mifrepre-
fented : it is the bufinefs of ridicule therefore to
difguife her, to drefs her up in a ftrange and
fantaftic habit; and when this is artfully per.
formed, it is no wonder that the crowd fhould
{mile at her deformity.
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The nobleft philofopher and the beft moralift
in the heathen world, the great and immortal
Socrates, fell a facrifice to this pernicious talent :
ridicule firft mifreprefented, and afterwards de-
firoyed him: the deluded multitude condemned
him, not for what he was, but for what he ap-
peared to be, an enemy to the religion of his
country.

The folly and depravity of mankind will always
furnifh out a fufficient fund for ridicule; and
when we confider how vaft and fpacious a field
the little fcene of human life affords for malice
and ill-nature, we fhall not fo much wonder to
fee the lover of ridicule rejoicing in it. Here he
has always an opportunity of gratifying his pride,
and fatiating his malevolence: from the frailties
and abfurdities of others, he forms a wreath to
adorn his own brow; gathers together, with all
his art, the failings and imperfections of otherss
and offers them up a facrifice to felf-love. The
loweft and moft abandonded of mankind can ridi-
cule the moft exalted beings; thofe who never
could boaft of their own perfection,

Nor raife their thoughts beyond the carth they tread,
Even thefe can cenfure, thofe can dare deride-
A Dagon’s avarice, or 3 Tully’s pride.

L
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It were well indeed for mankind, if ridicule
would confine itfelf to the frailties and imperfec-
tions of human nature, and not extend its baleful
influence over the few good qualities and perfec~
tions of it: but there is not perhaps a virtue to
be named, which may not, by the medium through
which it is feen, be diftorted into a vice, The
glafs of ridicule reflets things not only darkly,
but falfely alfo: it always difcolours the objeéts
before it ventures to reprefent them to us, . The
pureft metal, by the mixture of a bafe alloy, fhall
feem changed to the meaneft. Ridicule, in the
fame manner, will clothe prudence in the garb of
avarice, call courage rafthnefs, and brand good-
nature with the name of prodigality; will laugh
at the compaflionate man for his weaknefs, the
ferious man for his precifenefs, and the pious man
tor hypocrify.

Modefty is one of virtues beft fapports; and
it is obfervable, that wherever this amiable quality
is moft eminently confpicuous, ridicule is always
ready to attack and overthrow it. The man of
wit and humour is never fo happy as when he can
raife the bluth of ingenuous merit, or ftamp the
marks of ‘deformity and guilt on the features of
innocence and beauty, Thus may our perfec-
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tions conf{pire to render us both unhappy and con<
temptible!

The lover of ridicule will, no doubt, plead in
the defence of it, that his defign is to reclaim and
reform mankind ; that he is lifted in the {ervice
of Virtue, and engaged in the caufe of Truth;—
but I will venture to affure him, that the allies
he boafts of dilclaim his friendfhip and defpife his
aflitance. Truth defires no fuch foldier to fight
under his banner; Virtue wants no fuch advo-
cate to plead for her. As it is generally exer-
cifed, it is too great a punifhment for fmall faults,
too light and inconfiderable for great ones: the
little foibles and blemifhes of a charatter deferve
rather pity than contempt: the more atrocious
crimes call for hatred and abhorrence. Thus,
we fee, that in one cafe the medicine operates too
powerfully, and in the other is of no effeét.

T might take this opportunity toadd, that ridi-
cule is not always contented with ravaging and

“deftroying the works of man, but boldly and im-
pioufly attacks thofe of God; enters even into
the fantuary, and prophanes the temple of the
Moft High. A late noble writer has made ufe of
it to afperfe the characters and deftroy the valid-
ity of the writers of both the Old and New
Feftament; and to change the {olemn truths of

L 2
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Chriftianity into matter fof mirth and laughter.
"T'he books of Mofes are called by him fables and
tales, fit only for the amufement of children: and
St. Paul is treated by him as an enthufiaft, an
1diot, and an avowed enemy to that religion he
profefled.  One would not furely think that there
was any thing in Chriftianity fo ludicrous as to
raife laughter or toexcite contempt; but on the
contrary, that the nature of its precepts, and its
own intrinfic excellence, would at leaft have
fecured it from fuch indignities.

It hath indeed been the fate of the beft and
pureft religion in the world, to become the jeft of
fools ; and not only, with its Divine Founder, to
be {courged and perfecuted, but with him to be
mocked and fpit at, trampled on and defpifed.
Buat to confider the dreadful confequences of
ridicule on this occafion, will better become the
divine than effayift; to him thercfore I fhall refer
it, and conclude this effay by  oblerving, that
after all the undeferved encomiums fo lavifhly
beftowed on this child of wit and malice, {o
univerfally approved and admired, I know of no
fervice the pernicious talent of ridicule can be of,
unlefs it be to raife the bluth of modefty, and put
virtue out of countenance ; to enhance the miferies
of the wretched, and poifon the feaft of happi-
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mefs; to infult man, afiront God; to make us,
in fhort, hateful to our fellow. creatures ; uneafy
to ourfelves, and highly difpleafing to the Ak
mighty,

e N e

Detached Sentences.

EV’JFHERE is an heroic innocence, as well as an
_ heroic courage. ;

To be ever altive in laudable purluits, is the
diftinguithing charaéteriftic of a man of merit.

There is a mean in all things. Even virtue
itfelf hath its ftated limits: which not being
ftriétly obferved, it ceafes to be virtue.
. Itis wifer to prevent a quariel before-hand,
than to revenge it afterwards.

It is much better to reprove, than to be angry
fecretly. : ,

No revenge is more heroic, than that which
torments envy by doing good",

The ditcretion of a man deferzeth Lis anger,
and it is his glory to pals over a tranfgreffion.

Money, like manure, does no good till it is.
J,'prcad. There is no real ule of riches, ﬁ-:(cél)t in
the diftribution; the reft is all conceits

L
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A wife man will defire no more than what he
may get juftly, ufe foberly, and deftribute cheer-
fully, and live upon contentedly.

A contented mind, and a good confcience, will
make a man happy in all conditions. He knows
not how to fear, who dares to die.

There is but one way of fortifying the foul
againit all gloomy prefages and terrors of mind ;
and that is, by fecuring to ourfelves the friendfhip
and proteé}ion of that Being, who difpofes of
events, and governs futurity.

Philofopby is then only valuable, when it ferves
tor the law of life, and not for the oftentation of
{cience.

Without a friend, the world is but a wilder-
nefs,

A man may have a thoufand intimate acquaint-
ances, and not a friend among them all, If you
have one friend, think ycurfelf happy.

When once you profefs yourfelf a friend, en-
deavour to be always fuch. He can never have
ahy true friends, that will be often changing them.

Profperity gains friends, and adverfity tries
them.

Nothing more engages the affettions of men,
than a handfome addrefs, and graceful converfa-

f.iUno
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Complaifance renders a fuperior amiable, an
equal agreeadle, and an inferior acceptable.

Excels of ceremony fhews want of breeding.
That civility is beft, which excludes all fuperflu-
ous formality. ,

Ingratitude is a crime fo fhameful, that the man
was never yet found who would ianowlLdﬂe
himfelf guilty of it.

Truth is born with us: and we muft do vio-
lence to nature, to fhake off our veracity.

There cannot be a greater treachery, than firfk
to raife a confidence, and then deceive it. g
By others faults wife men corrett their own,

No man hath a thorough tafte of profperity, to
whom adverfity never happened.

When our vices leave us, we flagter ourfelves
that we leave them. :

It is as great a point of wifdom to hide ignor-
ance, as to dxicovu knowledge. e

Pitch upon that courfe of hfe, which is the
moft excellént 5 and habit w111 render 1t the moﬂ:
delightful.

Cuftom is the plague of wife men, and the ido}
of fools. '

As, to be perfetly juft, is an attr ibute of the
Divine nature; to be fo to the utmoﬁ of our Ab.
lities, is the glory of man,
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No man was ever caft down with the injuries of
fortune, unlefs he had before fuffered himfelf to
be deceived by her favours.

- Anger may glance into the breaft of a wife man,
but refts only in the bofom of fools.

None more impatiently fuffer injuries, than
thofe who are moft forward in doing ,theni,

By taking revenge, a man is but even with his

-enemy ; but in pafling it over he is fuperior.

Toerr is human; to forgive, divine.

A more glorious vitory cannot be gained
over another man, than this, that when the in-
jury began on his part, the kindnefs fhould begin
on ours,

The prodigal robs his heir, the mifer robs him-
felf.

We fhould rtake a prudent care for the future,

but fo as to enjoy the prefent. It is no part of

-wifdom, to be miferable to-day, bescaufe we may

happen to be fo to-morrow.

‘To mourn without mealure, is folly; not to
mourn at all, infenfibility.

Some would be thought to do great things, who
are but tools and inftruments: like the tool who
fancied he played upon the organ, when he only

Blcw the bellows,
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Though a man may become learned by ano-
ther’s learning, he can never be wife but by his
own wildom.

He who wants good fenfe is unhappy in having
learning ; for he has thereby more ways of ex-
pofing himfelf. , ]

It is ungenerous to givea man occafion to bluth
at his own ignorance in one thing, who perhaps
may excel us in many.

No obje& is more pleafing to the eye, than the
fight of a man whom you have obliged ; nor any
mufic {o agreeable to the ear, as the voice of one
that owns you for his benefactor. ‘

The coin that is moft current among mankind
is flattery ; the only benefit of which is, that by
hearing what we are not, we may be inftructed
what me ought to be.

The charafer of the perfon who commends
you, is to be confidered before you fet a value on
his effeem. The wife man applauds him whom
he thinks moft virtuous; the reft of the world;
him who is moft weaithy.

The temperate man’s pleafures are durable,
becaufe they are regular ; and all his life is calm
and ferene, becaufe it is innocent. 7

A good man will love himfelf too well to-lofe,
and all his neighbours tqo well to win, an eftatg

-
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by gaming. The loveof gaming will corrupt the
beft principles in the world.

An angry man who fupprefles his pafiions,
thinks worfe than he fpeaks; and an angry man
that will chide, fpeaks worfe than lie thinks.

A good word is an eafy obligation ; but not to
fpeak ill, requires only our filence, which cofts us
nothing,

Itis to affeCtation the world owes its whole race
of coxcombs. Nature in her whole drama never
drew fuch a part; fhe has fometimes made a fool,
but a coxcomb is always of his own making.

It is the infirmity of little minds to be taken
witli every appearance, and dazzled with every
thing that {parkles; but great minds have bu¢
little admiration, becauiu few things appear new
to them. ,

It happens to men of learning, as to ears of
cornj they fhoot up, and raife their heads high,
while they are empty, but when full and fivelled
with grain, they begin to flag and droop.

He that is truly polite, knows how to contra-
dict with refpeét, and to pleafe without adulation:
and is equally remote from an infipid complaifance,
and a low familjarity.

The failings of good men are commonly more
publified in the world, than their good deeds 3
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and one fault of a deferving man, fhall meet with
moré reproaches, than all his virtues praife: fuch
is the force of ill-will and ill-nature.

It is Harder to avoid cenfure than to gain ap-
plaufe; for this may be done by one great or wife
aftion in an age ; but to efcape cenfure, a man
muft pafs his whole life without faying or deing
one ill or foolifth thing.

‘When Darius offered Alexander ten thoufand
talents to divide Afia equally with him, he an-
fwered, the earth cannot bear two {uns, nor Afia
two kings.—Parmenio, a friend of Alexander’s,
hearing the great offers Darius had made, faid,
¢ Were I Alexander I would accept them.”—¢ So
¢ would I (replied Alexander) were I Parmenio.’

Nobility is to be confidered only as an imagin-
ary diftinétion, unlefs :liccompanied with the prac-
tice of thofe generous virtues by which it ought
to be ¢btained.  Titles of honour conferred upon
fuch as have no perfonal merit, are at bett but the
royal ffamp fet upon bale metal.

Though an honourable title may be conveyed
to pofterity, yet the ennbbling qualities, which
are the foul of greatnefs, are a fort of incommu-
nicable perfeétions, and eannot be transierred.
1f a man could bequeath his virtues by willy and

fettle his fenfe and learning upon his heirs, as cer-
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tainly as he can his lands, a noble defcent would
then indeed be a valuable privilege.

Truthis always confiftent with itfclf, and needs
nothing to help it out.  Ttis always near at hand,
and fits upon our lips, and is 1"eady to drop out
before we are aware: whereas a lye is trouble-
fome, and fets a man’s invention upon the rack;
and one trick needs a great many more to make
it good.

The pleafure which affe&s the human mind:
with the moft lively and tranfporting touches, is
the fenfe that we a& in the eye of infinite wifdom,
power, and goodnefs, that will crown our virtuous
endeavours here with a happinefs hereafter, large
as ourdefires, and lafting as our immortal fouls ;
without this the higheft ftate of lifeis infipid, and
with it the loweft is a paradife.

Honourable age is not that which ftandeth in
Jength of time, nor that is meafured by number ot
years ; but wifdom is the grey hair unto man,
and unfpotted life is old age.

W ickednefs, condemned by her own witnefs, is
very timorous, and being prefled with conicience,
always forecafteth evil things ; for fear is nothing
elfe but a betraying of the fuccours which reafon
offereth..
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& wife man will fear in every thing. Hethat
eontemneth fmall things, fhall fall by little and
hatthe.

A rich man beginning to fall, is held up of his
friends:-but a poor man being down; is thruft.
‘away by his friends: when a rich man is fallen,
fe hath many helpers ; he {peaketh things not to
De fpoken, and yet men juftify him : the poor man
flipt, and they rebuked him; he fpoke wifely,
and could have no place. When a rich man
fpeaketh, every man holdeth his tongue, and,
Jook, what he faith they extol it to the clouds ;
But if a poor man fpeaks, they fay, What fellow:
s this?

Many have fallen by the edge of the fword, but
mot [o many as have failen by the tongue. Well
s he that is defended from it ; and hath not paffed
through the venom thereof’; who hath not drawn
the yoke ther eof, nor been bound in her bonds;
for the yoke ther eof isa yoke of iron, and the bands
¢hereof are bands of brafs ; the death thereof is an
evil death.

My fon, blemifh nat thy good deeds, neither
ufe uncomfortable words, when thou giveft any
thing. Shall not the dew affuage the heat? foisa
word better than a gift. Lo, isnota word better
ghan a gift# buc botll ave with a.é,racious mane

M
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Blame not, before thou haf examined the
truth ; underftand firfk, and then rebuke.

If thou wouldft get a friend, prove him firfk,
and be not hafly to credit him; for fome are
friends for their own occafions, and will not abide
in the day of thy trouble.

Forfake not an old friend, for the new is not
comparable to him: a new friend is as new wines
when it is cld, thou fhalt drink it with plea-
{ure.

A friend cannot be known in profperity; and
an enemy cannot be hidden in adverfity,

Admonifh thy friend; it may be he hath not
done it; and if he have, that he do it no mores

“Admonith thy friend; it may be be hath not faid

it; or if he have, that he fpeak it not again,
Admenifh a friend ; for many times it is a flan-
der; and believe not every tale. There is one
that flippeth in fpeech, but not from hLis heart;
and who is he that hath not offended with his .
tongue?

Whofo difcovereth (ecrets lofeth his credit, and
fhall never find a friend to his mind.

Honour thy father with thy whole heart, and
forget not the forrows of thy mother; how canft
thou recompenfe them the things that they have
dene for thee ?



*BOUQUET, - 123
There 1s nething fo much worth as a mind well
infirutted.

The lips of talkers will be telling fuch things
&s pertain not unto them ; but the words of fuch
2s have underftanding are weighed in the balance.
The heart of fools is in their mouth, but the
tongue of the wife is in their heart.

- To labour, and to be content with that a man
hath, is a fweet life.

Be at peace with many ; neverthelefs, have but
one counfellor of a thoufand,

Be not confident in a plain way.

- Let reafon go-before every enterprize, and coun-
fel before every action. :

The latter part of a wife man’slifeis taken up
in curing the follies, prejudices, and falfe opinions
he had contralted in the former,

- Cenfure is the tax a man pays to the public for
being eminent. .

Very few men, properly fpeaking, live at pre-
fenty but are providing to live another time.

- Party 1s the madnefs of many, for the gain of
a few. 1

“To endeavounr to work upon the vulgar with
fine fenl, 1s like attempting to hew blocks of
marhle with a razor,

Supeiflition is the {pleen of the fuul.

M 2
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He who tells a lye is not fenfible how great a
tafk he undertakes; for he muft be forced to in-
vent twenty more to maintain that one.

Some people would never learn any thing, for
this reafon, becaufe they underftand every thing
too foon.,

There is nothing wanting to make all rational
and difinterefted people in the world of one reli-
gion, but that they fhould talk together every
day.

Men are grateful in the fame degree that they
are refentful.

Young men are fubtle arguers; the cloak of
honour covers all their faults, as that of paflion
all their follics. '

(Economy is no difgrace; it is better living on
a little, than outliving a great deal.

Next to thedatisfaétion I receive inthe p}ofpe-
rity of an honeft man, I am beft pleafed with the
confufion of a rafcal.

What is often termed fhynefs, is nothing more
than refined fenfe, and an indifference to common
obfervations.

The higher charafer a perfon fupports, the
more he fhould regard his minuteft altions.

Every perfon infenfibly fixes upon fome degree
of refinement in his dilcourfe, fome meafure of
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.thought which he thinks worth exhibiting. It
-18 wile to fix this pretty hjgll, although it occa-
dions one to talk the lefs.

To endeavour all one’s days to fortify our
.mirds with learning and philofophy, is to fpend
fo much in armour, that one has nothing left to
defend.

Deference often flirinks and withers as much
,updn the approach of intimacy, as the fenfitive
plant does upon the touch of one’s finger.

Men are fometimes accufed of pride, merely
becaufe their accufers would be proud themfelves
if they were in their places.

People frequently ufe this expreflion, I am in-
clmed to think fo and fo, not confidering that
,tne5 are then fpeaking the moft literal of all t1uths,

Modefty makes large amends for the pain it
gths the perfons who labour under it, by the
2 d’_]d' lice it -affords eyery worthy per(on in their

avomnr.

> ....?»

T"ne diffcrcn;e there is betwixt honour and ho-
mﬂ), {eems to be ch".cﬂy in the motive, ’Th-e
‘wmﬁ‘ man does that from duty, which the man
‘of bonour does for the fake of character,

A lyar begins with making falfehcod appear
dike truth, and ends with making lru";h itleif apy
pear like fallchocd,

. M
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\

Virtue fhould be confidered as a part of tafte,
and we fhould as much avoid deceit, or finifter
meanings in dilcourle, as we would puns, bad
language, or falle grammar.

Dcfere'nce is the moft complicate, the moft in-
dire&, and the moft elegant of alil compliments.

He that-lies in bed all a fummer’s morning,
lofes the chief pleafure of the day: he that gives
up his youth to indolence, undergoes a lofs of the
{fame kind.

Shining charafters are not always the moft
agreeable ones; the mild radiance of an emerald,
is by no means lefs pleafing than the glare of the

suby.

To be at once a rake, and to glory in the cha-
glory

radter, difcovers at the {aine time a bad difpofition

and a bad tafte,

How is it poffible to expeét that mankind will
take advice, when they wili not fo much as take
warning ?

Although men are accufed for not knowing
their own weaknels, yet perhaps as few know
their own ftrength. It is in men as in foils, where
fometimes there is a vein of gold which the owner
knows not of,

Fine fenfe, and exalted fenfe, are not half fo
valuable as common fenfe.  There are forty men
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of wit for one man of fenfe ; and he that will carry
nothing about him but gold, will be every day at
2 lofs for want of ready change.
Learning s like mercury, one of the moft pow-
ctul and excellent things in the world in fkilfyl
Bands ; 5 in unfkilful, moft mifchievous,

A man fhould never be afhamed to own he has
Been in the wrong ; which is but faying in other
words, that he is wsier to- day than he was yel-
terday.

Wherever I find a great deal of gratitude in a
poos man, I take it for granted there wounld beas
muneh generofity, if he were a rich man. L

Floweys of rhetoric in fermons or m‘oua dx('
gousfes, are like the blue and red liowegs n corn,
pleafing to thofe who come only for amufement,
but prejudieial to him who would reap the profit,

It often happens that thofe are the beft people,
whole charaéters have been moft injured by flan-
derers: as we ufually find that to be the fweeteft
frwit which the birds have been picking at.

The cye of a eritic is often ]i:ke a microfcope,
made {o very fine and nice, that it difcovers the
atoms, grains, and minuteft artic}els, without ever
comprehending the whole, compaiing the P'llth
or feeing all at once the lmmr\nv v
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Men’s zeal forreligion is much of the fame kind
.as that which they thew for a foot-ball ; whenever
it is contefted for, every one is ready to venture
their lives and limbs in the difpute; but when
that is once at au end, it is no more thought on,
but fleeps .in oblivion, buried in rubbifh, which
no one thinks it worth his pams to rake into,
mucl lefs to remove, |

Honeur is but a fictiaus - kmd of honeﬁy, a
mean but a neceflary fubftitute for it, in focieties
who have nonej it is a fort of paper-credit, with
-which men are obliged to trade, who are deficient
in the fterling cath of true morality and religion.
- Perfons of great delicacy fhould know the cer-
tainty of the following truth—There are abun-
dance of cafes which occafion {ufpence, in which,
whatever they determine, they will repent of their
determination ; and this through a propenfity of.
human nature to fancy happinefs in thofe {chemes
which it does not purfue, A
The chief advantage that ancient writers can
boaft over modern ones, feems-owing to ﬁmpii-‘
city. Every noble truth and fentiment was: -ex-
prefled by the former in a natural manner, in word
and phrafe fimple, perfpicuous, and incapable of
impxbvement. What then remained for latey

writers, but affettation, wittici{in, and conceit?
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What a piece of work is man! how noble in
zeafon!-how infinite in faculties! in form and
wmoving, how exprefs and admirable! in aftion,
how like an angel! in apprehenfion, how like &
God 1

‘Men’s evil manners livein brafs; their virtues
we write in waters -

1If to do were as eafly as to know, what where
good to do, chapels had been chugches, and poor
men’s cottages prince’s palaces. He is a goed
divine that follows his own inftruétions: I can
ealier teach twenty what were good to be done,
than to be one of the twenty to follow my owgn
teaching,

-—uw—-.
On forming a Style.

BY FELTON.

G.IVE me leave totouch this fubjeft, and draw

' out, for your ufc, fome of the chief flrokes,
fome of the principal lincaments, and faireft fea-
tnres, of a juft and beautiful ftyle. There is no
neceflity of being methodical, and I wall not en-
tertain you with a dry fyftem upo'n the matter; but
with what you will read with more p].eafm'g, and 3
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I hope, with equal profit, fome defultory thoughts
An their native order, as they rife'in my miad,
without being reduced to rules, and ma:'ﬂzulled
according to art.

To affift you, therefore, as faras art may be
an help to nature, I fhall proceed to fay fomething
of what is required in a finifhed piece to make it
<ompletein all its parts, and mafterly in the whole,

I would not lay down any impraéticable
{chemes, nor trouble you with a dry formal me-
thod ; the rule of writing, like that of our duty,
is perfect in its kind 5 but we muft make allow-
ances for the infirmities of nature ; and fince none
is without his faults, the moft that can be faid is,
That he is the beft writer, againt whom the
fewelt can be alleged.

¢ A compofition is then perfe®, when the
€¢ matter-vifes out of the fubje®; when the
¢¢ thoughts are agreeable to the matter, and the
¢¢ expreflion fuitable to the thoughts ; where there
€< is no inconfiftency from the beginning to the
$¢ end ; when the whole is perfpicuons in the
<¢ beautiful order of its parts, and formed in dee
¢¢ fymmetry and proportion.”

In every fprightly genius, the expreflion wiil
be ever lively as the theughts. Al the danger
,\is, that a wit too fruitful fhould run out into uiy
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receflary branches ; but when it is matured by
age, and correfted by judgment, the writer will
prune the luxuriant boughs, and cut off the fuper-
fluous fhoots of fancy, thereby giving beth ftrength
and beauty to his work.

Perhaps this_picce of difcipline is to young

writers the greateft felf-denial in the world:. to
confine the fancy, to ftifle the birth, much more
to throw away the beautiful offspring of the brain,
is a trial, that none but the mecft delicate and
fively wits can be put to. It is their praife, that
they are obliged to retrench more wit than others
have to lavifh ; the chippings and filings of thefe
jewels, could they be preferved, are of more value
than the whole mafs of ordinary authors;-and it
is a2 maxim with me, that he has not wit enough,
who has not a great deal to fpare.
It is by no means neceffary for me to run out
into the feveral forts of writing : we have general
rules to judge of all, without being particular upon
any, though the ftyle of an orator be different from
that of an hiftorian, and a poet’s from both.
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On a Maltery of Language.
FROM THE SAME.

V’PHE firfk thing requifite to a juft ftyle, is 2 per-

fe maftery in the language we write inj
this is not fo eafily attained as is commonly ima-
gined, and depends upon a competent knowledge
of the force and propriety of words, a good nz-
tural tafte of firength and delicacy, and all the
beauties of expreffion. Tt is my own opinion,
that all the rules and critical obfesvations in the
world will never bring a man to ajuft tyle, who
has not of himfelf a natural ealy way of writing ;
but they will improve a good genius, where na-
ture leads the way, provided he'is not too fcru-
pulous, and does not make himfelf a flave to his
ritles ; for that will introduce a fiffnefs and af-
fectation, which are utterly abhorrent from all
good writing.

By a perfect maftery in any language, I under-
ftand not only a ready command of words, upon
every occafion, not only the force and propriety
of words as to their fenfe and fignitication, but
more efpecially the purity and idiom of the lan-
guage ; for in this a perfeét mattery confifts. It
is to know what is Englith, and what is Latin,
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what is French, Spanifh, or Italian, to be able to
mark the bounds of each language we write in, to
point out the diftinguifhing characters, and pecu=
liar phrafes of each tongue; what expreflions or
manner of expreflion is common to any language
befides our own, and what is properly and pecu-
liarly one phrafe, and way of fpeaking. For this
is to {peak or write Englifh in purity and perfec-
tion, to let the ftreams run clear and unmixed,
without taking in other languages in the courfe :
in Englifh, therefore, I would have all Gallicifms
(for inftance) avoided, that our tongue may be
fincere, that we may keep to our own language,
and not follow the French mode in our {peech, as
we do in our clothes, It is convenient and pro-
fitable fometimes to import a foreign word, and
naturallize the phrale of another nation, but this
is very fparingly to be allowed ; and every fyllable
of foreign growth ought immediately to be dif-
carded, if its ufe and ornament to our language be
not very evident.

Languages, like our bodies, are in a perpetual
flux, and ftand in need of recruits to fupply the
place of thofe words thet are continually falling
off through difufe: and fince it is fo, I think it 1s
better to raife them at home than abroad. We
had better rely on our own troops than foreign

N
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forces, and I believe we have fufficient ftrength
and numbers within ourfelves : there is a vaft
treafure, an inexhauftible fund in the old Englifh,
from whence authors may draw conftant fupplies,
as our officers make their fureft recruits from the
coal-works and the mines. The weight, the
ftrength, and fignificancy of many antiquated
words, thould recommend them to ufe again. It
1s only wiping of the ruft they have contratted,
and {eparating them from the drofs they lie min-
gled with, and both in value and beauty they
will rife above the ftandard, rather"than fall be-
low it. ,
Perhaps our tongue is not fomufical to the ear,
nor {o abundant 1n multiplicity of words ; but its
firength is real, and its words are therefore the
more expreflive : the peculiar chara&er of ourlan-
guage is, that it is clofe, compaét, and full ; and
our writings (if you will excufe two Latin words)
come nearelt to what Tully means by his Pref
Oratio. They are all weight and fubftance, good
meafure preffed together, ‘and running over in a
redundancy of fenle, and not of words. And
therefore the purity of our language confifts in
preferving this chara&er, in writing with the
Englifh ftrength and {pirit : let us not envy others,
that they are more {oft, and diffule, and rarcfied s

-~
5
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be it our commendation, to write as we pay, in
true Sterling ; if we want {upplies, we had better
revive old words, than create new ones. I lock
upon our language as good bullion, if we do not
debafe it with too much allay; and let me leave
this cenfure with you, That he who corrupteth
the purity of the Englifh tongue, with the moft
fpecious foreign words and phrafes, is juft as wife
as thofe modifh ladies, who change their plate for
china; for which I think the laudable traffic of
old clothes is much the fairef: barter.

B =2

On Plainnefs and Per{picuity,
FROM THE SAME.

AFTER this regard to the purity of our lan«
guage, the next quality of a juft ftyle, is its
plainnefs and perfpicuity. This is the greateft
commendation we can give an author, and the
beft argument, that he is mafter of the language
he writes in, and the fubje€t he writes upon,
when we underftand him, and fee into the fcope
and tendency of his thoughts, as we read him.
All obfeurity of expreffion, and darknefs of fenfe,’
do arife from the confufion of the writer's
N 2
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thoughts, and his want of proper words. If a
man hath not a clear perception of the matters
he undertakes to treat of, be his ftyle never fo
plain, as to the words he ufes, it never can be
clear; and if his thoughts upon this fubjeét be
never {o juft and diftinct, unle(s he has a ready
command of words, and a faculty of ealy writing
in plain obvious expreffions, the words will per-
plex the fenfe, and cloud the clearnefs of his
thoughts.

It is the unhappinefs of fome, that they are not
able to exprefs themfelves clearly: their heads are
crouded with a multiplicity of undigefted know-
ledge, which lies confufed in the brain, without
any order or diftinGtion. It isthe vice of otl\érs,
to affect obfcurity in their thoughts and language,
to write in a difficult, crabbed ﬁy]e, and perplex
the reader with an intricate meaning in more ip-
tricate words.

The common way of offending againft plain-
nefs and perfpicuity of ftyle, is an affe@ation of
hard unufual words, and of clofe contrated pe-
riods: the faults.of pedants and fententious
writers ! that are vainly oftentatious of their
Igarning, or their wifdom. Hard words and
quaint expreffions are abominable: wherever you
wpeet fuch a writer, throw him afide for a gox-
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comb. Some authors of reputation have ufed a
thort and concife way of expreflion. I muft ownj
and if they are not fo clear as others, the fault is
to be laid on the brevity they labour after: for
while we ftudy to be concife, we can hardly avoid
being obfcure. 'We croud our thoughts inta too
finall a compafs, and are fo fparing of our words,
that we will not afford enough to exprefs our
meaning.

There is another extreme in obfcure writers,
not much taken notice of, which fome empty con-
ceited heads are apt to run into,out of a prodi-
gality of words, and a want of fenfe. This i
the evtravagance of your copious writers, who lofe
their meaning in the multitude of words, and bury
their f{enfe under heaps of phrafes. Their under-
ftanding is rather rarefied than condenfed ; their
meaning, we cannot fay, is dark ang thick ; it is
too light and fubtle to be difcerned: it is fpread
fo thin, and diffufed fo wide, that it is hard to be
colle€ted. Two lines would exprefs all they fay
in two pages : it is nothing but whipt fyllabub
and froth, a little varnifh and gilding, without
any folidity or fubftance.
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On the Decorations and Orna-
ments of Style.

FROM THE SAME.

THE deepeft rivers have the plaineft furface,

and the pureﬁ waters are élways cleareft.
Cryftal is not the lefs folid for being tranfparent ;
the value of a ftyle rifes like the value of precious
{tones.  Ifit be dark and cloudy, it is in vain to
polith it: it bears its worth in its native looks,
and the faime art which enhances its price, when it
15 clear, only debalfes it, if it bedult.

You fee I have borrowed f{ome metaphors to
explain my thoughts 5 and it is, I believe, impof-
fible to defcribe the plainnefs and clearnefs of
ftyle, without fome expreffion clearer than thc
terms I am otherwife bound up to u'e,

You muft give me lcave to 'go on with you to
the decorations and ornaments of fiyle: there is
no mconﬂuncy between the plainnefs and per fpi-
cuity, and the ornament of writing, - A ftyle re-
#mbleth beauty, where the face is clear and plam
as to fymmetry and pxopmtlon, but is ca}nb]e of
wonderful’ improvements, as to features and com.-

plexion, If I may ftranigrefs in too fl‘cqtle).g e
1

tulions, becaufe I would make every thing plain
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to you, ¥ would pafs on from painters to ftatuaries,
whofe excellence it is at firft to form true and juft
proportions, and afterwards to give them that
foftnefs, that expreffion, that ftrength and deli-
cacy, which make them almolt breathe and live.
The decorations of ftyle are formed out of thofe
feveral {chemes aad figures, which are contrived
to exprefs the paffions and motions of our minds
in our fpeech; to give life and ornament, grace
and beauty, to our expreflions. I fhall not under-
take the rhetorician’s province, in giving you an
account of all the figures they have invented, and
thefe feveral ornaments of wiiting, whofe grace
and commendation lie in being ufed with judg-
ment and propriety. It were endlefs to purfue
this fubject through all the {chemes and illuftya-
tions of {peech but there are feme common forms,
which every writer upon every fubjeét may ufe, to
enliven and adorn his work. |
Thefe are metaohor and fimilitude ; and thofe
Images and 1ep1(={ent'mom that are dlawn in the
firongeft and moft lively colours, to imprint what
the writer v!'ould have his readers coliceive, more
deeply on their minds. Tn the choice, and in the
ufe of thefe, your ordin:try \vrifcx's are moft apt
to offend. Images ave very 1n31 ingly to be intro-

@uced: their proper pm.ce 1§ 1w povmns and ora-
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tions ; and their ufe is to move pity or terror, ad-
miration, compaflion, anger, and relentment, by
reprefenting fomething very affeGionate, or very
dreadful, very aftonithing, very miferable, or very
provoking, to our thoughts. They give a won-
derful force and beauty to the fubject, where they
are painted by a mafterly hand; but if they are
either weakly drawn, or untkilfully placed, they
raife no paflion but indignation in the reader.

e R—

On Metaphors and Similitudes.
FROM THE SAME.

THE moft common ornaments are Metaphor
and Similitude. One is an allufion to words,
the other to things ; and both have their beauties,
if properly applied.

Similitudes ought to be drawn from the moft
familiar and beft known particulars in the world:
if any thing is dark and obfcure in them, the pur.
pofe of ufing them is defeated ; and that which
is not clear itfelf, can never give light to any
thing that wants it. It is the idle farey of fome
poor brains, to run out perpetually into a courfe
of funilitudes, confounding their fubjeét by the
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multitudes of likeneffes; and making it like fo
many things, that it is like nothing at all. This
trifling humour is good for nothing, but to con-
vince us, that the author is in the dark himfelf;
and, while he is likening his fubjet to every
thing, he knoweth not what it is like.

There is another tedious fault in fome fimile
men; which is, drawing their comparifons into a
great length and minute particulars, where it is
of no importance whether the refemblance helds
or not. But the true art of illuftrating any fub-
ject by fimilitude, is, firft to pitch on fuch a refem-
blance as all the world will agree in: and then,
without being careful to have it run on all fours,
to touch it only in the ftrongeft lines, and the
neareft likenefs, And this will fecure us from all
fiffnefs and formality in fimilitude, and deliver
us from the naufeous repetition of gs and /o,
which fome f{o fo writers, if I may beg leave to
call them o, are continually founding in our ears.

I have nothing to fay to thofe gentlemen who
bring fimilitudes and forget the refemblance. All
the pleafure we can take, when we meet thefe pro-
mifing {parks, is in the difappointment, where
we find their fancy is fo like their {ubject, that it
is not like at all,
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Metaphors require great judgment and confi-
deration in the ufe of them. They are a fhorter
fimilitude, where the likenefs is rather implied
than exprefled. The fignification of one word,
in metaphors, is transferred to another, and we
talk of one thing in the terms and propriety of
another, but there muft be a common refemblance,
fome original likenefs in nature, fome corre(pond-~
ence and ealy tranfition, or metaphors are fhock-
ing and confufed.

"The beauty of them difplays itfelf in their eafi-
nefs and propriety, where they are naturally in.
troduced : but where they are forced and crouded,
too frequent and various, and do not rife out of
the courfe of thought, but are conftrained and
prefled into the fervice, inflead of making the dif-
courfe more lively and cheerful, they make it ful-
len, dull, and gloomy.
~ You muft form your judgment upon the beft
models and the moft celebrated pens, where you
will find the metaphor in all its grace and firength,
thedding a luftre and beauty on the work. For
it ought never to be ufed but when it gives
greater force to the fentence, an illuftration to
the thought, and infinuates a filent argument in
the allufion. The ufe of metaphors is not only.
to convey the thought in a more pleafing manner>
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but to give it a ftronger impreffion, and enforce
it on the mind. Where this is not regarded,
they are vain and trifling trafh; and in a due
obfervance of this, in a pure, chafte, natural ex-
preflion, confift th juftnefs, beauty, and delicacy
of ftyle.

On Epithets.

FROM THE SAME.

'l[ HAVE faid nothing of Epithets. Their bu-

finefs is to exprefs the nature of the things
they are applied to; and the choice of them de-
pends upon a geod judgment, to diftinguith what
are the moft proper titles to be given on all occa-
fions, and a complete knowledge in the accidents,
qualities, and affeftions of every thing in the
world. They are of moft ornament when they
are of ule: they are to determine the chara&er of
every perfon, and decide the merits of every
caufe; conlcience and juftice are to be regarded,
and great fkill and exaltnefs are required in the
ufe of them. For it is of great importance to
call things by their right names: the points of
fatire, and firains of compliment, depend upon
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it, otherwife we may make an afs of a lion,
commend a man in fatire, and lampoon him in
panegyric. Here alfo there is room for genius:
common juftice and judgment fhould direét us to
{ay what is proper at lealt; but it is parts and
fire that will prompt us to the moft lively and
moft forcible epithets that can be applied : and it

is in their energy and propriety their beauty lies.
e TR v —

On Allegories.
FROM THE SAME.

A LLEGORIES I need not mention, becaule
they are not {o much an ornament of ftyle, as

an artful way of recommending truth to the world
in a borrowed fhape, and a drefs more agreeably
to the fancy, than naked truth herfelf can be.
Truth is ever moft beautiful and evident in her
native drefs : and the arts that are ufed to convey
her to our minds, are no argument that the js de-
ficient, but fo many teftimonies of the corruption
of our nature, when truth of all things the plain-
elt and fincereft, is forced to gain admittance to

us in difguife, and courtus in malquerade.
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On the Sublime.
FROM THE SAME.

THERE is one ingredient more required to the

perfeGtion of ftyle, which I have partly
mentioned already, in {peaking of the fuitablenefs
of the thoughts to the fubject, and of the words
to the thoughts; but you will give me leave to
confider it in another light, with regard to the
majefty and dignity of the fubjett.

It is fit, as we have faid already, that the
thoughts and expreflions fhould be fuited to the
matter on all occafions ; but in nobler and greater
fubje&s, efpecially where the theme is facred and
divine, it muft be our care to think and write up
to the dignity and majefty of the things we pre--
{fume to treat of: nothing little, mean, or low, no
childifh thoughts, or boyifh expreflions, will be
endured : all muft be awful and grave, and great
and folemn. The nobleft fentiments muft be con-
veyed in the weightieft words : all ornaments and
illuftrations mutt be borrowed from the richeft
parts of univerfal nature; and in divine fubjeéts,
efpecially when we attempt to fpeak of God, of
his widom, goodnefs, and power, of his mercy
and juftice, of his difpenfations and previdence, *

Q
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(by all which he is pleafed to manifeft himfelf te
the fons of men) we muft raife our thoughts, and
enlarge our minds, and fearch all the treafures of
knowledge for every thing that is great, won-
derful, and magnificent: we can ‘only exprefs our
thoughts of the Creator in the works of his crea-
tion; and the brigheft of thefe can only give us
{ome faint thadows of his greatnefs and his glory.
The ftrongeft figures are too weak, the moft ex-
alted language too low, to exprefs his ineffable
excellence. No hyperbole can be brought to
heighten our thoughts ;. for in {o fublime a theme,
nothing can be hyperbolical. ~ The riches of ima-
gination are poor, and all the rivers of eloquence
are dry, in f{upplying thought on an infinite fub-
je&t. How poor and mean, how bafe and grovel-
ling, are the Heathen conceptions of the Deity!
fomething {ublime and noble muft needs be faid
on fo great an occafion ; but in this great article,
the moft celebrated of the Heathen pens feems to
flag and fink ; they bear up in no proportion te
the dignity of the theme, as if they were deprefled
by the weight, and dazzled with the fplendour of
the fubjeét. - ‘

We have no inftances to produce of any writers
that rife at all to the majefty and dignity of the
Divine Attributes except the facred penmen,  Ne

3
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lefs than Divine Infpiration could enable men to
write worthily of God, and none but the Spirit of
God knew how to exprefs his greatnefs, and dif-
play his glory: in comparifon of thefe divine
writers, the greateft geniufes, the nobleft wits of
+he Heathen world, are low and dull. The f{ub-
lime majefty and royal magni'ﬁcence of the ferip-
ture poems are above the reach, and beyond the
power of all mortal wit. Take the beft and live-
lieft poems of antiquity, and read them as we do
the fcriptures, in a profe tranflation, and they are -
flat and poor. Horace, and Virgil, and Homer,
lofe their {pirits and their ftrength in the transfu-
fion, to that degree, that we have hardly patience
to read them. But the facred wx‘itings; even in
our tranflation, preferve their majefty and their .
glory, and very far furpafs the brighteft aad no-
bleft compofitions of Greece and Rome, And
this is not owing to the richnefs and folemnity of
the eaftern eloquence (for it holds in no other in-
ftance) but to the divine direétion and affiftance
of the holy writers. For, let me only make this
remark, that the moft literal tranf{lation of the
fcriptures, in the moft natural fignification of the
words, 18 ger{cz‘ally the beft ; and the {ame punc-
tualnefs, whicl debafes other writings, preferves
the fpirit and majefty the facred text: it can fuffer
0 2
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no improvement from human wit; and we may
obferve, that thole who have prefumed to heighten
the expreflions by a poetical tranflation or para-
phrafe, have funk in the attempt; and all the de-
corations of their verfe, whether Greek or Latin,
have not been able to reach the dignity, the ma«
jefty and folemnity of our profe: fo that the profe
of feripture cannot be improved by verfe, and
even the divine poetry is moft like itfelf in profe,
One obfervation more I would leave with you:
Milton himfelf, as great a genius 3s he was, owes
his fuperiority over Homer and Virgil, in majefty
of thought and fplendour of expreflion, to the
fcriptures: they are the fountain from which he
derived his light ; the {acred treafure that enriched
his fancy, and furnifhed him with all the truth
and wonders of God and his creation, of angels
and men, which no mortal brain was able either
to difcover or conceive: and in him, of all human
writers, you will meet all his fentiments and
words raifed and fuited to the greatnefs and dig-
nity ot the fubject.

I have detained you the longer on this majefty
of ftyle, being perhaps myfelf carried away with
the greatnefs and pleafure of the contemplation,
What I have dwelt fo much on, with relpeét to
divine fubjects, is more eafily to be obferved with
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reference to human: for in all things below divi-
nity, we are rather able to exceed than fall fhort ;
and in adorning all other fubjects, our words and
fentiments may rife in a juft proportion to them 3
nothing is above the reach of man, but heaven;
and the fame wit can raife a human f{ubject, that
only debafes a divine.

R ezl

Rules of Order and Proportion.
FROM THE SAME.

FTER all thefe excellencie: of ftyle, in puri-

ty, in p]ainne(‘s and perfpicuity, in ornamepnt
and majefty, are confidered, a finifhed piece, of
what kind foever, muft thine in the order and pro-
portion of the whole ; for light rifes out of order,
and beauty from proportion.  In architeGture and
painting, thefe fill ‘and relieve the eye, A juft
difpofition gives us a clear view of the whole at
once; and the due fymmetry and proportion of
every part in itfelf, and of all together, leave no
yacancy in our thoughts or eyes: nothing is
wanting, every thing is complete,.and we are
fatisfied in beholding. ;

G 3
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But when I {peak of order and proportion, I do
not intend any {tiff and formal method, but only
a proper diftribution of the parts in general,
where they follow in a natural courfe, and are
not confounded with one another. Laying down
a {cheme, and marking out the divifious and fub-
divifions of a difcourfe, are only neceflary in {yf-
tems, and fome pieces of controverfy and argu-
mentation : you fee, however, that I have ven-
tured to write without any declared order; and
this is allowable where the method opens as you
read ; and the order{difcovers itfelf in the progrels
of the fubjelt: but certainly, of all pieces that
were ever written in a profefled and ftated method,
and diftinguifhed by the number and fucceflion of
“their parts, our Englifh fermons are the com-
pleteft in order and proportion ; the method is fo
ealy and natural, the parts bear fo jult a propor-
tion to one another, that among many others, this
may pafs for a peculiar commendation of them ;
for thofe divifions and particulars, which obfcure
and perplex other writings, give a clearer light to
ours. All that I would infinuate, therefore, is
only this, that it is not neceflary to lay the method
we ufe before the reader, only to write, and then

he will read, in order,
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But it requires a full command of the fubjeét,
a diin& view, to keep it always in fight, or elfe,
without fome method firft defigned, we fhould be
in danger of lofing ir, and wandering after it,
till we have loft ourfelves, and bewildered the
reader.

A preferibed method is neceffary for weaker
heads, but the beauty of order is its freedom and
unconftraint : it muft be dii‘perfcd and fhine in all
the parts through the whole performance; but
there is no neceflity of writing in trammels, when
we can move more at eafe without them; neither
is the proportion of writing to be mealured out
like the proportions of a horfe, where eyery part
muft be drawn in the minuteft refpect to the fize
and bignefs of thereft; but it is to be taken by
the mind, and formed upon a general view and
confideration of the whole. The ftatuary that
carves Hercules in ftone, or cafts him in brafs,
may be obliged to take his dimenfions from bis
foot ; but the poet that defcribes him is not beund
up tothe geometer’s rule ; nor is anaythor under
any obligation to write by the fcale.

Thefe hints will ferve to give you fome notion
of order and proportion; and T muft not dwell
too long upon’ them, left I tranfgrefs the rules L

am laying dewn, :
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How to form a right Tafte,
FROM THE SAME.

PERFECT maftery and elegance of ftyleis
to be learned from the common rules, but
muft be improved by reading the orators and
poets, and the celebrated .mafters in every kind ;
this will give you a right tafte, and a true relifh ;
and when you can diftinguifh the beauties of every
finithed piece, you will write yourfelf with eqaul
commendation.
I do not affert that every good writer muft have
a genius for poetry; I know Tully is an unde-
niable exception: but 1 will venture to affirm,
that a {oul that is not moved with poetry, and has
no tafte that way, is too dull and. lumpifh ever to
write with any profpeét of being vead, Itisa
fatal miftake, and imple {uperftition, to difcourage
youth from poetry, and endeavour to prejudice
them againft it; if they are of a poetical genius,
there is no reftraining them. Ovid, you know,
was deaf to his father’s frequent admonitions.
But if they are not quite fmitten and bewitched
with love of verfe, they fhould be trained to it, to
make them mafters of every kind of poetry, that

by learning to imitate the originals, they may
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arrive at a right conception, and a true tafte of -
their authors: and being able to write in verfe
upon occafion, I can affure you, is no difadvan-
tage to profe; for without relifhing the one, a
man muft never pretend to any tafte of the other.

Tafte is a metaphor, borrowed from the palate,
by which we approve or diflike what we eat and
drink, from the agreeablenefs or difagreeablenefs
of the relifh in our mouth. Nature dire&ts us in
the common ufe, and every body can tell fweet
from bitter, what is fharp, or four, or vapid, or
naufeous, but it requires fenfes more refined and
excercifed, to difcover every talte that is moft
perfect in its kind ; every palate is not a judge
of that, and yet drinking is more ufed than read-
ing. All that I pretend to know of the matter,
is, that wine fhould be, like a ftyle, clear, deep,
bright, and ftrong, fincere and pure, found and
dry, (as our advertifements do well exprcfe it)
which laft is a commendable term, that contains
the juice of the richeft {pirits, and only keeps out
all cold and dampnels.

It is common to commend a man for an ear
to mufic, and a tafte of painting; which are no-
thing but a juft difeernment of what is excellent
and moft perfett in them. The firt depends en-

tirely on the ear ; a man can never expect to be R .
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mafter, that' has not an ear tuned and fet to mu-
fic; and you can no more fing an ode without an
ear, than without a genius you can write one.
Painting, we fhould think, requires fome under-
ftanding in the art, and exaét knowledge of the
beft mafter’s manner, to be a judge of it; but
this faculty, like the reft, is founded in natures
knowledge in the art, and frequent converfation
with the beft originals, will certainly perfeét a
man’s judgment; but if there is not a natural
fagacity and aptnefs, experience will be of no great
fervice. A good tafte is an argument of a great
foul, as well as a lively wit. It is the infirmity
of poor fpirits to be taken with every appear-
ance, and dazzled by e/ay thing that fparkles;
but to pafs by what the generality of the world
admires, and to be detained with nothing.but
what is moft perfet and excellent in its kind,
fpeaks a fuperior genius, and a true difcernment :
a new piture by fome meaner hand, where the
colours are frefh and lively, will engage the eye,
but the pleafure goes off with looking, and what
we ran to at firft with eagernefs, we prefently leave
with indifference : but the old pieces of Raphael,
Michael Angelo, Tintoret, and Titian, though
not fo inviting at firft, open tothe eyc by degrees:
and the longer and oftener we Jook, we fill difco-
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ver new beauties and find new pleafure. I am
not a man of fo much feverity in my temper as to
allow you to be pleafed with nothing but what is
in the laft perfeltion ; for then, pofiibly, fo many
are the infirmities of writing, beyond other arts,
you could never be pleafed. Thereis a wide dif-
ference in being nice to judge of every degree of
perfetion, and rigid in refufing whatever. is defi-
cient inany point. This would only be weaknels
of ftomach, not any commendation of a good pa-
late ; a true tafte judges of defeéts as well as per-
feCtions, and the beft judges are always the per-
fons of the greateft candour. They will find
none but real faults, and whatever they commend,
the praife is jultly due.

I have intimated already, that a good tafte is
to e formed by reading the beft authors; and
when you thall be able to poinf out their beauties,
to difcern the brizhteft paflages, the firength and
elegance of their language, you will always write
yourfelf, and read others by that ftandard, and
mult therefore neceffarily excel.
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A Recapitulation.

FROM THE SAME.,

j[ SHALL make no formal recapitulation of
what I have delivered, Out of all thefe rules
together, rifes a juft ftyle, and a perfect compofi-
tion, All the latitude that can be admitted, is in
the ornament of writing ; we do not require every
author to fhine in gold and jewels: there is a mo-
deration to be ufed in the pomp and trappings of
a difcourfe: it is not neceffary that every part
thould be embellithed and adorned ; but the deco-
ration fhould be fkiltully diftributed through the
whole: too full and glaring a light is offenfive,
and confounds the eyes : in heaven itfelf there are
vacancies and {paces between the ftars ; and the
day is not lefs beautiful for being interfperfed
with clouds; they only moderate the brightnefs
of the {un, and, without diminithing from his
fplendour, gild and adorn themfelves with his
rays. But to defcend from the fkies: It isin
writing as in drefs ; the richeft habits are rot al-
ways the completelt, and a gentleman may make
2 better figure in a plain fuit than in an embroi-
dered coat : the drefs depends upon the imagina-
¢ion, but muft be adjufted by the judgment, con-
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trary to the opinion of the ladies, who value no-
thing but a good fancy in the choice of their
dothes. TFhe firft excellence is to write in purity,
plataly, and clearly; there is no difpenfation from
thefe z bur afterwards you have your choice of
eolours, and may enliven, adorn, and paint your
fubjet as you pleale.

In writing, the rules have a relation and de-
pendence on one another. ; They are held in one
focial bond, and joined, like the moral virtues,
and liberal arts, in a fort of hu:'mony and concord.
e that cannot write pure, plain Englifh, maft
never pretend to write at all; it isin vain for him
to drefs and adorn his difcour(e; the finer he en-
deavours to make it, he makes it only the more
ridiculous. And, on theother fide, let a man
write in the exalteft purity and propriety of lan-
giiage, if he has not life and fire, to give his work
fomve force and fpirit, it is nothing but a mere
corpfe, and a lumpith unwieldy mafs of matter.

" Bat every true genius, who is perfect mafter of
tlie fanguage hie writes in, will iet no fitting orna-
ments and decorations be wanting. His fancy
flows in the richeft vein, and gives his pieces fuch
lively colours, and fo beautiful a complexion, that
yoi would aimoft fay his own bleed and fpiritsa
were transfuled into the work,

}:)
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On the Beauty of Epiftolary

Writing.

BY BLAIR.

TS firft and fundamental requifite is, to be na-
tural and fimple; for a ftiff and laboured
manner is as bad in a letter, as it is in converda-
tion. ‘This does not banifth fprightlinefs and
wit. Thefe are graceful in letters, juft as they are
in converfation: when they flow eafily, and witlz-
out being ftudied ; when employed fo_as to fea-
1‘on, not to cloy. - One who, either in converfa-
tion or in letters, affe&s to fhine and to {parkle
always, will not pleafe long.

The ftyle of letters fhould not be too highly
polithed. It ought tobe neat and correét, but no
more. All nicety about words betrays fiudy ;
and hence mufical periods, and appearances of
number and harmony in arrangement, thould be
carefully avoided in letters. The beft letters are
commonly fuch as the authors have written with
moft facility. What the heart or the -imagina-
tion diftates, always flows readily ; but where
there is no {ubjeét to warm or intereft, thefe con-
fraint appears : and hence, thofe letters of mere
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compliment, congratulation, or affelted condol-
ance, which have coft the authors moft Jabour in
compofing, and which, for that reafon, they per-
haps confider as their mafter-pieces, never fail
of being the moft difagreeable and infipid. to the
readers. ;
It ought, at the fame time, to be remembered,
that the eafe and fimplicity which I have recom-
mended in epiftolary correfpondence, are not to
be underftood as importing entire careleflnefs. In
writing to the moft intimate friends, a certain
degree of attention, both to the fubjett and the
ftyle, is requifite and becoming. It is no more
than what we owe both té ourfelves, and to the
friend with whom we correfpond. A flovenly
and negligent manner of wrifing, is a difobliging
mark of want of refpet. The liberty, befides,
of writing letters with too carelefs a hand, is apt
to betray perfons into imprudence in what they
write. The firfk requifite, both in converfation
and correfpondence, is to attend to all the proper
decorums which our own characer, and that of
others, demand, An imprudent eyprcﬂion in con-
verfation may be forgotten and pafs away ; but
when we take the pen into our hand; we muf}

remember, that ¢ Litera fcripta manet.”

P2
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On Pliny’s Letters.
FROM THE SAME.

LINY s letters are one of the moft celebrated

collettions which the ancients have given ws,
in the epiftolary way. They are elegant and
polite; and exhibit a very plealing and amiable
view of the author.  But, according to the vulgar
phrafe, they {mell too much of the Jamp. They
are too elegant and fine; and it is not eafy to
avoid thinking, that the author is cafting an eye,
towards the Public, when he is appeaing to
write only for his friends. Nothing mdeed is
more difficult, than for an author, who publifhes
his own letters, to diveft himfelf altogether of
attention to the opinion of the world in what be
fays; by which means, he becomes much lefs
agreeable than a man of parts would be, if, sith-
oyt any conftraint of this fort, he were writing to
his intimate friend, :
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On Cicero’>s Letters.

FROM THE SAME,

@TCERO*& epiftles, though not fo fhowy ag
“ thofe of Pliny, are, on feveral accounts, a
far more valuable colle&tion ; indeed, the molk
valuable colleftion of letters extant in any lan-
guage. They areletters of real bulinefs, written
go the greateft men of the age, compofed with
purity and elegance, but without the leaft affect-
ation ; and, what adds greatly to their merit,
written without any intention of being publifhed
so the world. For it appears that Cicero never
Eept copies of his own letters ; and we a“e wholly
indebted to the care of his freed-man Thyro, for
the large colleltion that was made, after his death,
of thofe which are now extant, amounting to near
a thoufand *.  They contain the moft authentic
materials of the hiftery of that age; and are the
Lt monuments which remain of Rome in its free
flate; the greateft part of them being written

# cop Bis letter to Atticus, which was written a year or two
Before his death, in which he tells him, in anfiver to fome in-
quiries concerning bis epifties, that be had no colleétion of themg
20d. that Tyro had cnly about feventy of them.

; Ad, Att. 16. 5

i3
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during that important crifis, when the republic
was on the point of ruinj the moft interefting
fituation perhaps, which is to be found in the
affairs of miankind. To his intimate friends,
elpecially to Atticus, Cicero lays open himielf
and his heart, withentire {reedom. In the courie
of his correfpondence with oithers, we are in-
troduced into gcquaintance with feveral of the
principal perfonages of Rome; and it is remark-
able that moft of Cicero’s correfpondents, as weit
as himfelf, are elegant and polite writers; and
which ferves to heighten our idea of the tafte and

manners of the age.

TR

On Pope’s and Swift’s Letters.
FROM THE SAME,

NHE moft-diftingunifhed colletion of letters in
the Englifl language, is that of Myr. Pope,

Dean Swift, and their friends; partly publifhed
in Mr. Pope’s works, and partly in thofe of Dean
Swift. This colleGtion is, on the whole, an en-
tertaining and agreeable one; and contains much
wit and ingenuity. It is nor, however, altoge-
ther free of the fault which I imputed to Pliny’s
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Epiftles, of too much ftudy and refinement.
Thofe of Dr. ’Ax'buthnot, in particular, always
deferve praife. Dean Swift’s alfo are unaffected ;
and as a proéf of their being fo, they exhibit his
chara&er fully, with all its defeéts. Several of
Lord Bolingbroke’s, and of Bifhop Atterbury’s
Letters, are mafterly, 'The cenfure of writing
fetters in too artificial a manner falls heavielt
on Mr. Pope himfelf. There is vifibly more
ftudy and lefs of nature and the heart in his letters
than in thofe of fome of his correfpondents. He
had formed himfelf on the manner of Voiture, and
is too fond of writing like a wit, His letters to
ladies are full of affetation. Even in writing to
his friends, how forced an introduttion is the fo!-
lowing, of a letter to Mr. Addifon: ¢ T am more
s joyed at your return, than I fhould be at that
s¢ of the Sun, as much as I wifh for him in this
s¢ melancholy wet feafon; but it is his fate too,
s like yours, to be difpleafing to owls and obfcene
¢¢ animals, who cannot bear this lultre.”” How
{tiff a compliment is it, which he pays to Bifhop
Atterbury : ¢ Though the noife and daily buftle
¢ for the Public be now over, I dare fay, you are
« fill tendering its welfare ; as the Sun in winter,
¢¢ when fcemihg to retire from the world, is pre-
 paring warmth and benedi@ions far a bettey



b THE LITERARY

fealon.’”  This fentence might be tolerated in an
harangue 5 but it is very uniuitable to the fiyle of
one friend corre(ponding with another,

QOn the different Kind.s of Poetical Com-
pofition in the Sacred Books, &c.

BY BLAIR.

THE feveral kinds of poetical compofition
which we find in fcripture, are chiefly the
didatic, elegiac, paftoral, and lyric. Of the di-
datic fpecies of poetry, the Book of Proverbs is
the principal inftance. The nine firft chapters of
that book are highly poetical, adorned with many
diftinguithed graces and figures of expreflion. At
the 1oth chapter, the ftyle is fenfibly altered, and
defcends into alower ftrain, which is continued to
the end ; retaining however that fententious, point-
ed manner, and that artful conftru&ion of period,
which diftinguifhes all the Hebrew poetry. The
Book of Ecclefiaftes comes likewife under this
head ; and fome of the Plalms, as the r1gth in
particular, '
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Of the Elegiac and Paftoral
Poetry of Scripture.

FROM THE SAME.

@F elegiac poetry, many very beautiful {peci-

mens occur in feripture; fuch as the lament-
ation of David over his friend Jonathan; feveral
paflages in the prophetical books; and feveral
of David’s Plalms compofed on occafions of dif-
trefs and mourning. The 42d Pfalm, in particu-
lar, is, in the higheft degree, tender and plaintive,
But the moft regular and perfect elegiac compofi-
tion in the Scripture, perhaps in the whole world,
is the book, entitled the Lamentations of Jere~
miah. As the prophet mourns in that book over
the deftruction of the Temple, and the Holy City,
and the overthrow of the whole ftate, he affembles
all the aflecting images which a fubjeét fo melan-
choly could fuggeft. Thecompofition is uncom-
monly artificial. By turns the prophet, and the
city of Jerufalem, are introduced, as pouring forth
their forrows; and in the end, a chorus of the
people {end up the moft earneft and plaintive fup-
plications to God. The lines of the original too,
4s may, in pni’t appear from our tranflation, are
fonger than is wfual in the other kinds of Hebrew
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poetrys and themelody is rendered thereby ‘more
flowing, and better adapted to the querimonious
ftrain of elegy. '

The Song of Solomon affords us a high exem-
phhuanon of p'—\f’cm al poetry. Confidered with
refpet to its 1pmtua1 meaning, it is undoubtedly™
a myftical allegory; in its form, it is a dramatic
paﬁoml or a perpetual dialogue between pevion-
ages in the chara&er of fhepherds: and, fuitably -
to that form, it is full of rural and paftoral images,
from beginning to end.

B 0

On the Lyric Poetry of Scripture.
FRoM THE SAME.

@F‘ lyric poetry, or that which is intended to
be accompanied with mufic, the Old Tefia-
ment is full.  Befides a great mumber of hymns
and fongs, which we find feattered-in the hiftori-
cal and plcp\htlcﬂ books, fuch as the {fongs of
of Mofes, the fong of Deborah, and many others
of like nature, the whole book of Pfalms is to be
confidered as a collefion of facred odes.  In thele,
we find the ode exhibited in all the varieties of its
form, and fupported with the higheft {pirit of
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Jyric. poetry.; fometimes fprightly, cheerful, and
triumphant ; fometimes folemn and magnificent :
fometimes tender and foft. me thefe inflances,
it clearly appears, that there are contained in the
holy feriptures full exemplifications of Leveral of
the chief kinds of poetical writing.

A Diverfity of Style, &c. on Jos,

Davip, and Isaran.

FROM THE SAME.

AMONG the different compofers of the facred
books, there is an evident diverfity of ftyle
and manner: and to trace their different charac-
ters in this view, will contribute not a little to-
wards our reading their writings with greater
advantage.  The moft eminent of the facred poets
are, the author of the Book of Job, David, and
. Ifaiah.  As the compofitions of David are of the
Iyric kind, there is a greater variety of ftyle and

. _manner in his works than in thofe of the other

two. - The manner in which, confidered merely
as a poet, David chiefly excels, is the pleafing,
the foft and the tender. In his Plalms, there are
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many lofty and fublime paffages; but in ftrength
of defcription, he yields to Jobj in fublimity he
yields to Ifaiah. Itis a fort of temperate gran-
deur, for which David is chiefly diftinguifhed ;
and " to this he always foon returns, when, upon
fome occafions, herifes above it, The pialms in
which he touches us moft, are thofe in which he
defcribes the happinefs of the righteous, or the
goodnefs of God, exprefles the tender breathings
of a devout mind, or fends up moving and affec- .
tionate fupplications to heaven. Ifaiah is, with-
out exception, the moft {ublime of all poets. -
“This is abundantly vifible in our tranflation j and,
what is a material circumftance, none of the books
of {cripture appear to have been more happily
- tranflated than the writings of this prophet. Ma-
jefty 1s his reigning charater; a majefty more
commanding, and more uniformly {fupported than
is to be found among the reft of the Old Tefta-
ment poets. He poffefles, indeed, a dignity \and
grandeur, both in his conceptions and expreflions,
which are altogether unparalleled, and peculiar to
himfelf. There is more clearnefs and order too,
and a more vifible diftribution of parts, in his
book, than in any other of the poetical writings.
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On ]eremiah.

FROM THE SAME.

WHEN we compare him with the reft of the
poetical prophets, we immediately fee in
Jeremiah a very different genius. Ifaiah employs
himfelf generally on magnificent fubjeéts. Jere-
miah feldom difcovers any difpofition to be fub-
lime, and inclines always to the tender and elegiac.
Ezechiel, in poetical grace and elegance, is much
inferior to them both; but he is diftinguithed by
a charaéer of uncommon force and ardour, Bi-
thop Lowth, compares Ifaiah to Homer, Jeremiah
to Simonides, and Ezechiel to Zfchylus. Moft
(of the book of Ifaiah is ftri&tly poetical ; of Jere-
miah and Ezechiel, not above one half can be held
to belong to poetry. Among the minor prophets,
Hofea, Joel, Micah, Habakkuk, and efpecially
Nahum, are diftinguifhed for poetical fpirit. In
the prophecics of Daniel and Jonah, there is no
poetrys, & : '

Q



F50 ° THE LITERARY

On the Book of Jos.

FROM THE SAME.,

-I{T only now remains to {peak of the bock of
Job. It is known to be extremely ancient ;
generally reputed the moft ancient of all the poet-
Acal books ; the author uncertain.. It is remark-
_ablé, that this book has no connetion with”the -
affairs or manners of the Jews, or Hebrews., The
{cene is laid in the land of Uz, or Idumw=a, which
is a part of Arabia; and the imagery employed
is'generally of a different kind, from what I before
fhowed to be peculiar to the Hebrew poets. We
meet withno allufions to the great events of facred
hiftory, to the religious rites of the Jews to Le-
banon or to Carmel, or any of the peculiarities of
the climate of Judea, We find few comparifons
founded on rivers or torrents ; thefe were not fa-
miliar objelts in Arabia. But the longeft com-
parifon that occurs in the book, is to an object
well known in that region, a brook that fails in
the {ealon of heat, and difappoints the expeta-
tion of the traveller.

The poetry, however, of the book of Job, is
not only equal to that of any other of the facred
writings, but is fuperior to them all, except thofe
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of Ifzial alone. As Ifaiah is the moft fub}im’e,x
Dayid the moft pleafing and ténder, fo Job is the
moft defcriptive, of all the infpired poe.ts. A
peculiar glow of fancy, and ftrength of defcription,
charaterife the author. No writer whatever
abounds fo much in metaphors. He may be faid,
not to defcribe, but render vifible, whatever he
treats of. A variety of inftances might be given.
Let us remark only thole firong and lively colours,
with which, in the following pafiages, taken from
the 18th and 2oth chapters of his book, he paints
the condition of the wicked ; obfcrve how rapidly
his figures rife before us; and what a deep im-
preflion, at the fame time, they leave on the
imagination. ¢ Knoweft thou not this of old,
fince man was placed upon the earth, that the
triomphing of the wicked is fhort, and the joy of
the hypocrite, but for a moment ? Though his
excellency mount up to the heavens, and his head
reach the clouds, yet he fhall perifh for ever. He
thall fly away as a dream, and (hall not be found ;
yea, he thall be chafed away, as a vifion of the
night. The eye alfo which faw him fhall {ec him
no more ; they which have feen him fhall fay
where is he>—He fhall fuck the poifon of alps,
the vipers tongue fhall flay him. In the fulnefs
of his {uffici¢ncy, he fhall be in firaits ; every hand
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{hall come upon him. All darkne(s fhall he hid
in his fecyet places. A fire not blown fhall con-
fume him. The heaven fhall veveal his iniquity,
and the earth fhall rife up againft him. The in-
creafe of his honft thall depart. The light of the
wicked fhall be put out; the light thall be dark
in his tabernacle. The fteps of his ﬁrchgti} fhali
be ftraitened, and his own counfel fhall caﬁ.him
down, For he is caft into a net by his own feet,
Terrors fhall make him afraid on every fide; and
the robber fhall prevail againft him. Brimfone
thall be fcattered upon his habitation: His re-
membrance fhall perifh from the earth, and he
thall have no name in the fireet. They that come
after him fhall be aftonithed at his day, He fhall
deink of the wrath of the Almighty,” :






5
%










