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THERE is not perhaps any branch of
knowledge more neceffary than that
of t.etter-Writing ; and though it is probable,
that many of my little readers may not have
yet learned the ufe of the pen, yet even to
fuch thefe letters cannot fail to be ufeful ;
for, by frequently perufing them, they will
not only learn a polite and accurate flile,
but alfo furnifh their minds with refined fen-
timents, and acquire epiftclary knowledge
before they have learned the ufe of the pen,
The firft part contains twenty letters on
juvenile topics, fuch as little mafters and
miffes ufually write when they firft begin to
form words ; and to thefe I have added dif-
ferent forms of Lilliputian meflage cards.

A 4 ‘The
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The fecond part contains letters on friend-
thip, advice, and inftruction, and are written
in a ftile a little more elevated than that of
the firft part; for children muft be brought
forward by degrees,. and great allowances
muft be made for the little inaccuracies they
may fall into, >

When my little pupils have made them.
felves well acquainted with the bufinefs of
the two firft parts, they may then proceed
to the third, in which they will meet with
different modes of expreflion, and a more
elevated ftile. From a proper attention to
this little book, my {cholars will foon acquire
the reputation of being excellent letter-
writers, to their own great fatisfaGtion, and
to the no fmall reputation of their good
friend Gulliver, '

THE
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Letters Srom little Maflers and Miffes to theiy
Parents and Frie?zc{s.,

Lo BT T BiRe §

From a youns Lady to ber Parenis.

R AY excafe, my deareft mama and papi;
: the badnefs of the hand-writing of this
letter. Iflatter myfelf you will do fo, when YOG
recollect, that this is my firt attempt fince I
have learned to join my letters together. I have
long laboured to acquire the pleafure of being{
able to write to you, and beg you will be pleafeid
toaccept of this my firftofferings ; and be afluzed,
f‘i 5 Wy
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my conftant ftudy has been, and ever fhall bey
to convince you how much I am,
Your moft happy and dutifyl Daughter.

 Ei e Soels i U e
From one Brother to another,

OUR letter, my dear brother, came fafe

to hand. It gives me great pleafure to

find you fpend your time {o agreeably in the

country ; and, as our holidays are approaching,

I hope foon to partake of that pleafure with

you. In waiting to have the happinefs of em.
bracing you, believe me to be,

Your moft affeionate brother,

LB T H Rny
From a Brother to o Sifter.

Here fend you, my dear fifter, a toy which

I bought at the fair: our footman brings it
you, and I hope it will prove worthy of your
acceptanee,
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acceptance. Mr. Nichols defires me to convey
to you his compliments. Adieu. Sometimes

think of me; but always believe me to be,
Your moft affe@ionate Brothat.

R 900 T el A © U Vi
To a Friend,

T AM very forry, my dear friend, that my
papa’s commands were fo fudden for our
departure, that I could not call to take my
leave of you; but 1 hope we fhall foon retarn
to London, when I {hall have an opportunity
of telling you in perfon, how fincerely I am
Your moft faichful and affeétionate Friend,

LB SR BR V.

Erom a young Lady to her Parents, ifbing them
a happy new Year.

CCEPT, my deareft papa and mama, the

1 & compliments I pay you on the opening
of the new year. May God grant you both
A perfect
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perfe& health, fpread over you his precious
favours, and preferve you to the lateft age, for
the happinefs of your family, and mine in par-
ticular, who am, with the utmoft refpedt, my
deareit papa and mama,

Your moft humble and dutifal daughter,

T D dhd B N v
From a young Lady to her Mama,
PERMIT me, my dear mama, as well as my

pen permats, or at leaft as well as my infant
hand is able to dire it, to tell you how fenfible
I am of your goodnefs. Be perfuaded, that by
my conduct I will endeavour more and more (o
deferve your favours. My prayers are day and
night offered up to heaven for your preferva-
tion, nor are you ever in the day abfent from
mwy thoughts. May God preferve you, and
grant you every thing you with for from the
gopd behaviour of
- Youy moft dutifyl and affeQtionate daughter.

LETTEKR
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BEET T ERCVIE
From a young Gentleman to bis Uncle,

E intend next Saturday, my dear uncle,
&/. &' to pay you a vifit, We fhall take a hoat

at the Tower, and land at Greenwich ; for [
have heard much of that fine hofpital, and have
a great defire to fee it. I long to be at your
country-houfe, and to affure you how much I
am, my dear uncle,

Your moft obedient fervant and nephew.

LEEAE TR SVITL
From a young Gentleman to his Acquaintance,

My dear Simpfon,
E have been at Windfor, and I muft
i/. b confefs it is 2 moft delightful place. We
have pafled our time very agreeably; yet I
muft own, that there is nothing like home and
my books. Tam very much fatigued with the
Journey, and can only add, that [ am
Your fincere friend and humble fervant.
LETTER
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§ B R AT o i
T0 & yoyng Gentleman on the Recovery of bis Health,

I AM happy, my dear Tommy, in hearing of
& the recovery of your health, and I could not
avoid writing to you, to eonvince you how
much I am interefted in your prefervation,
That you may long continue to enjoy the blefl-
ingsof health, is the moft fincere with of

Your rea] friend and playfellow.

TR T T R aRy S
The Anfwer to the above.
Dear Sam,

REeecE1vED your obliging letter, which con-
I tains a freth mark of your friendthip for me.
Iam now, Ithank God, perfectly recovered. I
know not, whether I thould not confider my
latt illnefs as a punifhment for my crime, in rob-
bing Mr. Freeman’s orchard, breaking the

boughs, and {poiling the hedges. However, be
that
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that as it may, I will do fo no mofe. Believe
me ever,
Your real friend and {choolfellow.

LETTER XL

Frons one Young Ge;zi/emmz 7o aﬂotlver gaz’ng &
quage.

K Frxap, my dearJemmy, that you are to accom-

pany your papa in his voyage to Spain. I ear-
neftly pray for the {uccefs of your voyage, and that
it may pleafe God to enable you to {armount all
difficulties, and at laft accomplifh your papa’s
defigns. While waiting for your happy return,
I fhall conftantly think of you, hoping that you
will not forget me, and the many days of fun we
have had together, Farewell,

My dear Jemmy.

LETTER
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L8 S8 9B R X7
The Anfwer to the preceding Letter,

My dear Billy,

AM much obliged to you for the kind man.

ner in which you exprefs your concern for
my fafety, and believe me, that nothjn could
confole me in my feparation from you, %ut the
commands of my kind papa. I never fhall forget
thofe joyous hours we have fpent together, nor
that I am

My dear Billy’s for ever.

DYE R BRI

From a little Mifs on her going to Boarding-fehool,

My pretty Charlotte,
'Y clothes are now packing up, and I flea]
i a moment, with tears in my eyes, totake
leave of you, to pay you a long farewell. I am
now going to be feparated from you and my
dear parents, to pafs an age among ftrangers,
where I fear I fhall never meet with a Charlotte.
2 1 will,
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{ will, however, ftick clofe to my books and my
needle, that [ may the fooner get back to you.
Do let me hear often from you, and fill your
letters as full as they can hold, for that only

can confole
Your unfortunate little but faithful Friend,

LETTER XIV.
An dnfwer to the preceding.

Hore this will reach my dear Nancy before
I fhe fets off for her boarding-fchool. Believe
me, I am no lefs unfortunate than yourfelf in
our approaching feparation 5 but I will try all
the litcle arts I am miftre(s of, to perfuade my
papa and mama to let me follow you to the fame
fchool. ~ Should I fucceed, we fhall be happy
together, and want no other company. Adieu,

my deareft Nancy, for the prefent.

LE T T BIR XV,
From a young Gentbeman to bis aféted Playfellow.

LAS! my dear Harry, the great lofs you

have experienced in the death of a worthy
and
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and indulgent father, plerces me to the heart ;
for I know how great was your affetion for
him, and how fenfibly you muft feel for your
lofs. I will call upon”you to-morrow, and we
will cry together ; for as we always enjoyed our
fports in company, why fhould we be feparated
in our griefs ? They tell me you do not cry, but
fit in gloomy filence. I do not like that; for
tears eafe the heart, and give a paflage to the
anguifh of the foul. That God may give you
patience under this terrible calamity, is the moft
fervent prayer of

"The partner of your mifery,

LB 1Y TVESRY XV,
In Anfwer to the above.
NOTHING but a letter from my dear Billy

- could awaken me from the deep and me-
lancholy gloom I was funk into. Your letter
forced from my eyes a flood of tears, and my
heart is more eafy. Am I not wicked in ex-
claiming againft my hard fate, when it is

: "o
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undoubtedly the work, the pleafure of that great
God, to whofe will we ought at all times to
fubmit, COthers, perhaps better children than
myfelf, have experienced the like lofs, and more
muft hereafter {ubmit to the fame. How happy
fhould I have been if I could have died in his
flead ; but then I fhould have prevented him
going fo foon to heaven. My poor mama is in-
confolable, and my grief only adds to her’s; I
will therefore endeavour to conceal it, Letme
fee you to-morrow, which is all T can fay at
prefent, but—what a father have I loft !

L BEROE B R XVII._

From a little Mifs to ber Brother inthe Country.

My dear Sammy,

O U feem to make good the old proverb,
Y Out of fight, out of mind. It is now two
months fince 1 received a letter from you, and
you feem to forget, that we little maids do not
Yike to be treated with negle®. You muft not

pretend to tell me, that, however fond you may
: be
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be of your books, that you could not find time
to write to me in all this time. They tell me,
that you fpend a great part of your leifure time
in company with a little mifs about eight years
of age, with whom you are very fond of readin
and converfing. Take care, if I find that to be
true, that I do not come down and pull her cap
for her; as for yourfelf, if you were within
reach of my little tongue, I would give yau fuch
a peal as fhould make you remember it for fome
time to come. However, if you will write to
me foon, I may poffibly forgive all that is paft,
and #till confider myfelf as
Your moft affeGionate fifter,

LETTER XVIIIL
I Anfawer to the preceding Letter.

My dear fifter,
EAM forry I have given you fo much reafoa
to complain of my neglec of writing to you 3
but be affured that I do not love you the lefs.. I
freely confefs, that the young lady you com-
plain of has, in fome meafure, been the caufe of
b § o
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it. She is as fond of her book as I am, and I
believe loves you on my account. I did not tell
her what you threatened her with; but I am
fure, were you to come here on that errand,
inftead of pulling her cap, you would embrace
and love her. As to what you fay, with refpe&
to the effe&ts of your little tongue, I affure you,
I do not with to come within reach of it, when
anger fets it in motion., /But it is the onl
weapon you little maids have to make ufe of in
your own defence, and that muft not be refufed
you. However, as the holidays are now ap-
proaching, andI fhall foon fee you, I will do
what I can in future to avoid fetting your little
alarum in motion when I fhall pay you a vifit,
*Till then believe me

Your moft affe@ionate brotherf,

LETTER
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LAEXRITEE R XINGE
From a little Mafier or a JSerrowful Occafion.
* Dear Billy,

OU know I always take your advice in
matters of difficulty, and | never wanted
it more that on the prefent occafion. You muft
know, that I was lately concerréd in hunting of
a cat, which afforded us fine fport. The cat, it
fince appears, belonged to the juftice of the
peace, who, finding out that I was concerned in
the matter, made his complaint to my papa. I
was called up before them, and, being clofely
charged with the crime, could not deny it : for,
you know, we neicther of us can bear to tell a
lye be the confequence what it will. My father
having promifed the juftice I thould be properly
chaftifed, his worfhip went away perfectly con-
tented ; but certain [ am, that I would rather
have been foundly beaten, than receive titofe
juft reproaches my dear father threw on me.
“ Tom (faid be to me, witha ftern airand fixed
countenance) I thoughtI had taught you §o be-
Ve,
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lieve, that he who can be cruel and inhuman to
brutes, would not fcruple occafionally to be o
to human creatures. Amidft the thameful plea-
fure you took in tormenting an innocent cat,
did not your heart once tell you that fuch {port
was 1nhuman, that thofe who could take delight
In wanton cruelty were worfe than the favages
they hunted, and that one of the nobleft per-
feCiions of human nature was the feelings of
humanity, even to the moft infignificant ani-
mals, | may fay, from the horfe down to the
fly ? If you do not bluth for yourfelf, I cannot
help blufhing for you. This, indeed, is the firft
charge of this nature that has been laid againft
you, and I hope will be the laft’; but, as you
have raifed my anger againft you, get from my
fight, and confine yourfelf clofely to your
chamber for three days. By that time, perhaps,
Wy anger may be cooled, and I may forgive
you.” I was fo athamed and confufed, that fo
far from being able to make any reply, I dared
ot to look him in the face; but, after making
the moft refpcctful bow, I retired to my cham-
ber drowned in tears, Now, my dear Billy, as

1 kuow
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I know my father is fond of you, and will liften
to what you thall fay, come and tell him that I
am truely fenfible of my error, that I promife
moft faithfully never to be again guilty of the
like, and that I cannot live three days banifhed
from his fight in anger. I am fenfible you are
more fedate than I am, and do not fuffer wicked
boys to tempt you to do what you know is
wrong ; but pity me, and do not defert me in
this day of diftrefs. Your reftoring me to my
father’s favour, will fill encreafe, if poflible,
py efteem for you,

LEE S TR AR 90X
In 47z/rwer to the preceding Eetter.

My dear Tom,
I AM unhappy at hearing that you have fallen
under the difpleafure of one of the moft in-
dulgent fathers that ever lived ; but, as you feem
truly fenfible of your [crime, I will not increafe
you affliction by reproaches. I will certainly

call at your houfe this evening ; and, if I Eaa
H ¥
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find the means of reftoring you to your father’s
favour, which I hope will not be difficult, I thall
confider it as one of the happieft moments in the
life of

Your fincere friend and playfellow.

Different Forms oszleutzazz Meflages by Cards.
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‘ 55 Baldwin prefents her complimenrs to
Mifs Curtis, and fhoald be proud of the

favour of her company this afternoon, at five

You, Y. B o’clock
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o’clock, to afift, as one of the little goflips, at
the chriftening of her new doll.

Mifs Lepper prefents compliments to Mifs
Penton, and fhould efteem her company as a
favour this afternoon, at three, if not already
engaged, to decide a queftion on an important
piece of needle-work.

Mafter Goodchild’s compliments to Mafter
Lovebook, and thould be proud of his attend-
ance to morrow morning at ten, to attend the
learned Gulliver, who will then read a leGure
on the means of becoming great and wife.

Mafter Lovebook’s compliments to Mafter
Gocdchild ; fhould have been proud to attend
the learned Gullivers leGture ; but his papa
being much indifpofed, muft beg to be excufed
attendance.

Mifs Playful’s compliments to Mifs Thought- °
ful, and begs the favour of her company this
evening at {fix, to have a game at romps, as her
Papa and mama will be gone out to fupper at
Mr. and Mss. Epicure’s.

Mifs Thoughtful’s compliments to Mifs
Playful, and begs io be excufed partaking of the

o
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propofed came at romps, efpecially as both her
mama and papa are abroad. Mifs Thoughtful
employs all her leifure hours in reading the
Lilliputian Library, from which fhe gains'more
in one hour, than fhe can from any kind of play
in a twelvemonth. . :

Mafter Temple prefents his compliments. to
Mafter Bufy, and begs the favour of his com-
pany this atternoon, as foon as {chool is ﬁni(hed,}
to aflitt him in finithing his new kite.

Mifs Aikin prefents compliments to Mifs
Thompfon, and will wait on her this afternoon, .
to drink tea with her, if not engaged. Mifs
Atkin propofes to bring with her a very pretty
flory, entitled The White Cat, in order to read
it to Mifs Thompfon.

Mafter Forrefter’s compliment to Mafter
Carver, and begs the favour of his company,
any time to-morrow, it being a holiday, to
affift him in making a pair of dump-moulds.

Mafter Carver’s compliments to Mafter For-
reiter, and is very unhappy that hecannot attend
to his invitation, he being already engaged to
attend bis papa a little way out of town.

Bz Mifs
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Mifs Penton prefents compliments to the two
Mifles Lepper, and fhould efteem their com-
panies this afternoon as a particalar favour, in
order to aflift her to make up a new cap. Mifs
Penton can fhow the young ladies a new-

- fathioned bonnet.

-

Mafter Newton and his brothers prefent com-
pliments to Mafter Goodall, and beg leave to
acquaint him, that as they have now left fchool
for the holidays, fhould be glad of his company
this evening to partake of fome cakes and tarts.

Mifs Jackfon prefents compliments to Mifs
Johnfon on her fafe arrival from the country,
and propofes, if Mifs Johofon is not engaged,
to pay her a vifit this afternoon, at five.

Mifs Simpfon’s compliments to Mifs Howe,
and fhould be proud of her company this after-
noon, to attend the Lilliputian concert.

Mafier Avery prefents compliments to Mafter
Jewfon, and hopes for the pleafure of his
company to-morrow morning at nine, to pay a
vifit to Col. Browne at Highgate, the coach
being ordered to be at the door at that time.

T B8
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ELHCE

LILLIPUTIAN LETTER - WRITER.

PAT R poyelgs

Letters on Friendbip, Advice, and Inflruction,
Jor little: Mafters and Miffesy, who bave

learned to write well,

BB TSR RIRST
On Induftry and Ldlenefs.

THE Jews have a proverb, that he who
breeds not up his fon to {ome trade,
makes him a thief; and the Arabians fay, that
an idle perfon is the devil’s play-fellow.
Therefore Mahomet has commanded them to
exercife themf{elves every day in fome manual
occupation, Neither is the fultan upon his
throne any more exempted from obedience to

B3 this
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this univerfal precept than he who cleans the

“treets. - The foul of man is alive as fire, and
can no more ceafe from being bufy, than water
can withhold itfelf from running out at every
hole of a fieve. - Men fhould . be always excrt-
ing their faculties one way or other, and thete
is-no-medium between good and evil.  Whofo-
ever is not employed in one, muft neceflary fall
into the other. 'Thefe are the points to which
all the lines of human a&ions tend, the centres
where all our affairs meet.

May the Being who moves all things, yet is
moved of none ; who fets all the {prings and
wheels of nature going, yet remains himfelf in

. eternal reft ; beholding all things pait, prefent,
and to come, with one undivided glance ; —
guard, and protet us here; and give us eter-
nal happinefs in the life hereafter.

Yours, &c.

LETTER
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k- BTy ToB Re 1,

From a Brother at home, to his Sifter abroad on
a Vifit, complaining of her not Writing,

Dear Sifler, /
MUST acquaint you how unkind it is taken
I by every body here, that we {o {feldom hear
“from you ; my mother, in particular, is not a
“little difpleafed, and fays, you are a very idle
girl; my aunt is of the fame opinion, and
none but myfelf endeavours to find excufes for
you; but I beg you will give me that trouble
no more, and, for the future, take care to de-
ferve no rebuke, which you may eafily do by
writing {oon and often. ~ You are very fenfitfle
how dear you are to us all; think then with
yourfelf, whether it be right to omit giving us
the only fatisfa&tion that abfence affords to real
friends, which is often to hear from ‘ome
another,
Our beft refpets to Mr. and Mrs. Herbert,
and compliments to all friends.
From your very affe¢tionate brother,

B4 LET'TER
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LOESDIT SRR & {r,
The Sifter’s Anfaver,

Dear Brother,

"LL not {fet about ﬁnding excufes, but own
I my fault, and thank you for your Kind re-
proof ; and. in return, I promife you never to
be guilty of the like again. I write this im-
mediately on the receipt of yours, to beg my
mama’s pardon, which you, I know can pro-
cure; as alfo my aunt’s, on this my promife
of amendmeat. I hope you will continue to
excofe all my little omiflions, and be affured,
I am never fo forgetful of myfelf, as to neglect
my duty defignedly. [ fhal] certainly write to
mama by next poft ; this is juft going, which
obliges me to conclude with my duty to dear
mama, and fincere refpetts to all friends.

Your ever affettionate fifter,

LETTER
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LETTER. IV.
A Father’s Adwice to his Son at School.

My dear Child,

I COULD not give an higher proof of my
affetion toward you, than the refolution

was obliged to exert, in fending you from me.
I preferred your advantage tomy own pleafure, -
and facrificed fondnefs to duty. I fhould have
done this {fooner, but waited till my enquiries
had found out a perfon whofe characler mighe
be refponfible for your education; and Mr.
was, at length, my choice, for that
important traft. He wiil be a fitter parent to
you for the prefent times, than either of thofe
you left behind you: he will fee you, as you
are, without the dangerous biafs of natural
affeCtion: His approbation muft be earned by
merit ; ours might be but the partiality of
tender connexion : He is now the fubftitute of
our authority ; and yoa are to confider, that
the duty and fubmiffion which we had a claim
te, is, for a time, transferted to him. Your
Bg obedience
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obedience, then, will be without murmuring
or relu@ance; more efpecially, when you re-
fle@, that a fiyi® attention  to his appoint-
ments, and an implicit compliance with his
commands, are not cnly to form the rule of
your f{afe condu in this life, but to be
the earneft of your happinefs in the next.
- With regard to your {chool connexions, it
muft be impoflible for me to give you any in-
tru@tion at prefent; for your affe@ions will
form tothemiclves general attachments, till the
improvement of your own fenfe and virtue
may enable you to diftinguith refpetive merit
. n others : all that I fhall obferve to you upon
this head, is, that it is very probable there may
not be many among them who have been bet.
ter born than you are; but it is alfo as likely,
that there may be as few who will not haye
the advantages of better fortunes; and I hope
that this double confideration will excite you
always to a& up to that fpirit and charaer
which becomes your family ; and at the fame
time to behave with fach ccconomy and hu-
mility, as befits your circumftances,
Tam
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T am not fo vain as to imagine, that you
are now capable of comprehending the full’
{cope of this letter ; but I intreat that you wilk
keep it by you till you are. I do not write
to your prefent apprehenfions, but to that
underftanding ‘and ‘virtue, which, I truft in
God, and Mr. ————’s tuition, you will
very {foon acquire. I exercife a fondnefs, ‘T
fulfil a duty, I confer my blefling, and am,
my deareft child, your truely affeGionate fa-
ther, y

T B E T Bl R W
A Son’s Letter at School to bis Father,

- Honoured Sir,
W AM greatly obliged to you for all your
E favours; all I'have to hope is, that the
- progrefs I make in my learning will be no dif=
agreeable return for the fame. = Gratitude,
duty, and a view of future advantages, all
contribute to ‘make me thoroughly fenfible
how much I ought to labour for my own im-
Bo6 improvement,
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provement, and your fatisfaction, and to fhow

myfelf upon all occafions,
-~ Your moft obedient, and ever dutiful fon.

LETTER. VL

From Mr, Pope to Mr. Steel, on Sicknefs and
ok dying young.
OU formerly obferved to me, that nothing
made a more ridiculous figure in a man’s
life than the difparity we often find in him,
fick and well: thus one of an unfortunate con-
ftitution is perpetnally exhibiting a miferable
example of the weaknefs of his mind, and of
his body, in their turns. I have had frequent
opportunities of late to confider myfelf in thefe
different views, and I hope have received {fome
advantage by it, if what Waller fays be true,

that

The {oul’s dark cottage, batter’d and decay’d, 7
Lets in new light, thro’ chinks that time has mades

Then furely ficknefs, contributing no lefs than

old age to the fhaking down this fcaffolding
of
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of the body, may difcover the inward firuéture
more plainly. Sicknefs is a {ort of early old
age: it teaches us a diffidence in our' earthly
ftate, and infpires us with the thoughts of
a future, better than a thoufand volumes of
philofophers and divines. It gives {o warning
a concuflion to thofe props of our vanity, our
ftrength and youth, that we then think of for-
tifying ourfelves within, when there is {o little
dependence upon onr outworks. - Younth, at
the very beft, is but a betrayer of human life
in a gentler and {moother manner than age:
It is like a ftream that nourithes a plant upon
a bank, and caufes it to flourith and bloffom
to the fight, but, at'the fame time, is under-
mining it at the root in fecret. My youth has
dealt more fairly and openly with me; it has
afforded feveral profpeéts of my danger, and
given me an advantage not very common to
young men, that the tranfadtions of the world
thave not dazzled me very much; and I begin
where moft people end, with a full conviétion
of the emptine(s of all forts of ambition, and

the unfatisfattory nature of all human pleafure.
: When
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When a fmart fit of ficknefs tells me this fcura
vy tenement of my body will fall in a little
time, I am e’en as unconcerned as was the
honeft Hibernian, who, being in bed in the
great ftorm {ome years ago, and told the houfe
would tumble over his head, made anfwer,
¢ What care I for the houfe, I am only a
lodger.” When I refle& what an inconfider~
able little attom every fingle man is, with re-
fpect to the whole creation; methinks it is a
thame to be concerned at the removal of fuch a
trivial animal as I am. = The morning after
my exit, the fun will rife as bright as ever,
the flowers {mell as fweet, the plants fpring
as green, the world will proceed in its old
courfe, people will laugh as heartly, and
marry as faft as they ufed to do. ¢ The me-
mory of man (as it is elegantly exprefled in
the Book of Wifdom) pafleth away as the re-
memberance of a gueft that tarrieth but one
day.” There are reafons enough, in the fourth
chapter of the fame book, to make any young
man contented with the profpeét of death.
¢¢ For honourable age is not that which ftandeth

n
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in length of time, or is meafured by the num.
ber of years. But wifdom is.the grey hair to
men, and an unfpotted life is old age. He
was taken away f{peedily, left wickednefs
thould alter his underftanding, or deceit be-
guile his foul,” &9,

' I am yours, (e,

BHESR SEVE Ry VAT
To a Lady, inviting ber to a Party of Pleafure.

Dear Madam,

EOPLE are interefted who invite you to be
P of their parties, becaufe you are fure to
make them agreeable: this is 2 reafon why
you will not perhaps always comply when you
are afked to be of them ; but it is certainly a
caufe of your being folicited oftener than any
woman in the world. After you was gone
yelterday, Mr. Bohun propofed an expedition
to Richmond for to-morrow ; and he requefted
me (for he thought he had no title to fuch a
liberty himfclf) to tell you that all underficod

you
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you to be of the party, though you happened
to be out of the way when it was propofed.

I hope you are not engaged; the weather
promifes to be favourable, and your company
you know howwe value. I'need nottell you, that
we fhall {fuppofe it a matter of form if you are
abfent : what we fhall think it if you go with
us, you will know when you remember what
every body thinks who has the pleafure of your
company. I beg you will not invent an ex-
cufe, but go with us.

I am, with the greateft fincerity,
Dear Madam,
Your moft obedient humble fervant.

L8 T BisReo : VIIHL.
Letter of Thanks, e,

Received the favour of yours, with a very
kind prelent ; and know not indeed, at
this time, any other way to fhow my gratitude,
than by my hearty thanks for the fame, Every
thing you do cairies a charm with it; your
manner
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manner of doing it 1s as agreeable as the thin
done. In fhort, fir, my heart is full, and
would overflow with gratitude, did I not ftop,
and fubfcribe myfelf,
Your moft obliged,
And obedient humble fervant.

3

BB B PrBR HIX:

From an elder Brother 10 a younger, giving good
Adwice,

Dear Brother,

AS you you are now gone from home, and
are arrived at years of difcretion, I
thought it not amifs to put you in mind, that
our childifh affairs ought now to be entirely
laid afide, and inftead of them, more ferious
thoughts, and things of more confequence,
fhould take place ; whereby we may add to the
reputation of our family, and gain to ourfelves
the good efteem of being virtuous and diligent
in life, which is of great value, and ought to
be ftudied beyond anmy trifling amufemﬁnts
what«
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what{oever, - for it will be' an' 6rnament in
youth, and a comfortin old age.

You have too much ‘good-natare to be of-
fended at my advice, efpecially when T affure
you, thatI as fincerely with your happinefs
and advanceinent in life as I do my own. We
are all, thank God, very well, and defire to
be remembered to you : pray write as often as
opportunity and leifare will permit ; and be
affured a letter from you will always give great
pleafure to all your friends here, but to none
more than your moft affe@®ionate brother, and
fincere humble fervant, &c. - g

LoE; T Thil R X
Hijtory of Human Life.

EMEMBER, my fon, that human life is

the journey of ‘a day. We rife in the
morning of youth, full of vigour, and full of
expectation ; 'we fet forward with {pirit and
hope, with gaiety, and with diligence, ‘and
travel on awhile, in the frait road of piety,
towards
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towards the manfions of reft. - In a fhort time
we remit our fervour, and endeavour to find
fome mitigation of our duty, and fome more
ealy means of obtaining the fame end. We
then relax our vigour, and refolve noe longer to
be terrified with crimes at a diftance, but rely
upon our own conftancy, and venture to ap-
proach what we refolve never to touch. We
thus enter the bowers of eafe and repofe in the
fhades of fecurity. Here the heart {oftens, and
and vigilance fubfides; we are then willing to
enquire, whether another advance cannot be
made, and whether we maymnot, atleaft, turn our
eyes upon the gardens of pleafure. We approach
them with fcruple and hefitation ;" we enter
them, but enter timorous and ‘trembling, and
always hope to pafs through them without
lofing the road of virtue, which we, for a
while, keep in our fight, and to which we
propofe to return. ' But temptation f{ucceeds
temptation, and one compliance prepares us
for another ; we, in time, lofe the happinefs
of innocence, and folace our difquiet with fen-
{ual gratifications. By degrees we let fall the

remems
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rememberance of our original intention, and
quit the only adequate object of rational defire.
We entangle ourfelves in bufinefs, immerfe
ourfelves in luxury, and rove through the laby-
rinths of inconftancy ; till the darknefs of old
age begins to invade us, and difeafe and anxi-
ety obftru@ onr way. We then look back upon
our lives with horror, with forrow, with re-
pentdnce ; and wifh, but too often vainly with,
that we had not forfaken the ways of virtue,

LAETT AR RO :
A Jfbort Defeription of London.

LAST night I arrived at London, after an
agreeable journey of two days, and an
abfence from three months of this fcene of hurry
and confufion: every place feems to wear a
new garb, and every objeét appears very odd
and uncouth to the eye. "I cannot, as yetHees
concile my thoughts to fo fudden a tranfition ;
the pleafing rememberance of the pleafures I

enjoyed
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enjoyed with you, are not to be fo foon for-
gotten.

Oh happy fhades ! delightful walks ! With
what pleafure have I rifen with the fun, to
enjoy the cool, the fragrant breeze, that ever
breathes around you! 'To ftray through the
flowery meads, and verdant fields, where peace
and harmlefs pleafures ever reign! To hear
the foaring lark, and all the tuneful choir, in
concert fing! This, this, my friend, was joy,
a joy unknown to pomp and power! To roam
with thee at fuch an hour as this! To mark
each diftant {cene, and meditate on all that’s
Ereat and good! It was joy, it was worldly

lifs complete !

But now, Oh what a change! Around me
allis noife : Ambition here has placed her reft-
lefs throne; few, very few, enjoy the tranquil
hour; they know no blifs but that of power
and pride.—Gold, glittering gold, engages
every heart, For that, what toils, what cares
poor mortals undergo! For that, am I not
~dorced to quit the rural fhades, the peaceful
groves,
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groves, and, more, my deareft friend ?—DBut
it 15 my lot, and I muft be content. - 7 "

1yl o B e gl O | o
Inwitation of a Lady into the Country.

My dear Harriot,
DO not know whether I flatter myfelf with
an opinion of your fpeaking to me the other
day with an uncommon air of fr xendﬂup, or whe-
ther I am {o happy to hold that place, of which
I fhould be fo ambitious in your efteem. I
thought you fpoke with concern at our parting
for the {fummer, on our family’s retiring into
the country. - For heavcn’s fake, my dear,
what can you do all the dull feafon in London ?
Vauxhall is net for more than twice ; and I
think Ranelagh one would not fee above haifa
dozen times in the year, What is it then-you
find to entertain you in an empty town for four
or five months together? I would fain per-
fuade you not to be in love with fo difagree-
able a place, and I have an intereft in it;
2 ior
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for I am a petitioner to you to ftay this fum-
mer with us, at leaft I 'beg you will try. We
go, my dear, on Monday: will you go with
us ? For there 1s a place in the coach; or will
you come when we arefettled ? - I am greatly of
opinion that it will pleafe you. I am fure I
need not tell you we fhall do all we can to ren-
der it agreeable, or that you will' make us very
happy in complying with the invitation. '
You have not feen our houfe ; butit is a very
pleafant one. « There are fine profpe&s from
the park, and ariver runs through the garden ;
nor are we quite out of the way of entertain-
ment.. Yoo know there is a great deal of com-
pany about the place ; and we have an aflembly
within a mile of us. What fhall I fay elfe to
tempt you to come? Why, I will tell you,
that you will make us all the happieft people
in the world ; 'and that when you are tired, you
fhall not be teafed to ftay. Dear Harriot, think
of 1t ; youn will confer an obligation on her,
who 15, with the trueft refpe&, ‘
Your affeCtionate friend,

LETTER
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LB T (DHE IR s I,
LAura # AuREL1A.

OULD your importunity have prevailed
with my brother to have left me in Lon.
don, you had been free from the vexation that
I fhall certainly give you, by making you the
confident of all my country adventures; and
I hope you will relieve my chagrin, by telling
me what the dear bewitching bufy world is
doing, while I am idly fauntering away my
- time in rural fhades. How happy are you,
my dear Aurelia! how I envy you the enjoy-
ment of duft, of crowds, and noife, with all
the polite hurry of the bean monde !

My brother brought me hither to fee acoun-
try feat he has lately purchafed : he would fain
perfuade me it is finely fitvated; but I fhould
thinkit more finely fituated in the Mall, or even
in Cheapfide, than here. Indeed, I'hardly know
where we are, only that it is at a dreadful
diftance from the theatre royal, from the opera,
from the mafquerade, and every thing in this

: world
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world that is worth Living for. Ican fcarce tell
you whither to dire& your létters ;" we are cer-
tainly at the end of the earth, on:the borders of
the continent, the limits of the habitable globe ;
under the polar ftar, among wild people and
favages. I thought we fhould never have come
to the end of our pilgrimage ; nor could I for~
bear atking my brother, if we were to travel by
dry land to the aniipodes ; not a mile butfeem-
ed ten, that carried ‘me from' London, the
centre of all my joys. The country: is my
averfion ; I hate trees and hedges, fteep hills,
and filent vallies: the fatyrifts may laugh, but
to me

Green fields, and fhady groves, and cryftal fprings,

And larks, and nightingales, are odious things,
I had rather hear London cries, with the rat-
tle of coaches, than fit liftening to the melan-
choly murmur of purling brooks, or all the
wild mufic of the woods ; the fmell of violets
give me the hyftericks ; frefh air murthers me ;
my conftitution is not robuft enough to bear
it ; the cooling zephyrs will fan me into a
catarrh, if I ftay here much longer, If thefe

Vou. V. C are

>
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are the feats of the Mufes, let them unenvied
enjoy their glittering whimfies, and converfe
with the vifionary beings of their own forming.
I have no fancy tfor dryads and fairies, nor the
leaft prejudice to human fociety ; a mere earthly
beau, with an embroidered coat, fuits my tafte
better than anairy lover with his fhining tref-
fes and rainbow wings.

‘I'he fober twilight, which has employed fo
many foft defcriptions, is with me a very dull
period ; nor does the moon (on which the
poets doat) with all ‘her flarry train, delight
me half fo much as an aflembly-room illami-
nated with wax candles: this is what I fhould
prefer to the glaring fun in his meridian {plen-
dour : day-light makes mefick; it has {omething
in it fo common. and vulgar, that it {feems-
fitter for peafants to make hay in, or country
lafles to {pin by, than for the ufe of people of
ditin&tion. You pity me, I know, dear Aure-
lia, in this deplorable ftate ; the whole creation
is a blank to me, it is all joylefs and defolate.
In whatever gay images the mufes have drefled
thefe ruftic abodes, I have not penetration

4 enough
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enough to difcover them. Not the flowery
field, nor fpangled fky, the rofy morn, nor
balmy evening, can recreate my thoughts : I
am neither a religious nor poetical enthufiaft ;
and without either of thefe qualifications,
what fhould I do in filent retreats and pen-
five fhades? I find myfelf little at eafe in
this abfence of the noify diverfions of the
town ; it is hard for me to keep up my fpirits
in leifure and retirement; it makes me anyi-
oufly inquifitive what will become of me when
my breath flies away : Death, that galtly phan-
tom, perpetually intrudes on my folitude, and
fome doleful knell, from a neighbouring
fleeple, often calls upon me to ruminate on
coffins and funerals, graves and gloomy fepul-
chres. As thefe difmal fubjets put me in the
vapours, and make me flart at my owa fha-
dow, the fooner I come to town the better ;
and I with, my dear Aurelia, you would oblige

me fo far as to lay a fcheme for my efcape,
Adicu,

Ci2 L BYTINER
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LR TAT o R XS
Proves Women of equal Underflanding with Mes.

¥ N ancient times, when mankind began to
J frame themfelves into focieties and ftates,
the male part, perceiving they were born with
greater bodily firength than the female, vainly
concluded, they were originally indued with
greater fenfe, and nobler fouls; fo, partially
arrogated to themf{elves the fuperiority, at the
fame time that they refufed, very unfairly, the
fame law of reafon to an horfe, though they
.acknowledge him to be an animal of greater
firength than they.

Uneducated, and unimproved ; or, what is
worfe, condemned to a wrong education, it is
as unfair to cenfure us for the weakne{s of ocur
underftandings, as it would be to blame the
Chinefe women for little feet; for neither is
owing to the imperfection of nature, but to the
conftraint of cuftom.

When women then aflociate themfelves wit

men of moderate underftandings, it 1s cnly be-
y
; caufe



Lilliputian Letter-Writer. 53

gaufe it is natural and reafonable to prefer that
degree of fenfe, which they comprehend, to
that which is beyond their apprehenfion, and
this is nothing more than you would do your-
" feif; for I do not know what pleafure you
could have in company with a rabbi, merely
for his underftanding Hebrew, of which you
hardly know the type.

I believe that women always prefer men of
the beft fenfe, as far as the limits of their own
underftanding extend ; beyond which it would
be enthufiafin, not .rational affe&tion, to carry
their regards. I confefs, indeed, that there
muft be an entire equality between the rivals,
with regard to fcrtune, titles, drefs, perfon,
&c. before the fuperiorty of underftanding can
have the chance of being confidered. But then
this is owing to the falfe biafs of female edu-
cation, which direts us to wrong means of
happinefs ; and, inftead of being cenfured for
our error, we ought to be pitied for not being
rendered capable of judging right.

Henceforward, therefore, I interdi® you,
wife fools, from the unjuftnefs of any fatire,

Cs againdt



54 Lilliputian Letter-Writer.

againft our {ex, till you have, by a proper and
more liberal education, given our noble and
ingenuous natures fair play to exert themfelves.
Do this, if ye dare, ye imperious tyrants, and
ye thall {fee how {mall we will make you. Oh !
let us once be free; for know, that arts and
{ciences cannot raife their heads under defpotic
fway.

I fhall mention but one thing more, which ap-
pears to me avery natural thought, that Provi- -
dence certainly intended women, rather than
men, for the ftudy and contemplation of philofo-
phy and fcientific knowledge ; as the delicacy
of our frame feems fitter for {peculation than
action; and our home-province affords us greater
leifure than men ; who, from their robuft and
ative natures, feem calculated more for bufi-
nefs, labour, and mechanic arts. Out, then,
ye vile ufurpers of our natural rights and liber-
ties; and oh! for an army ot Amazons to
vindicate our wrongs,

Jane Montague.

LETTER
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LETTER XV.
A fingular Method ‘to drivé away Grief.

Dear Harry, ' ‘

AST poft brought me the pleafing account
L of your recovery ; furely fome {ylph, whofe
charge I am, contrived that it thould then ar-
rive, even in the blackeft hour of all my life,
when my {pirits were funk to fuch an ebb, to-
gether with my own uneafinefs, and fear for
you, that nought within this fublunary fphere,
but thou alone, couldft raife them., X

Now, give me leave to tell you, that no-
thing, but the joy I feel at your returning
health could make me bear the remainder of
your letter with patience ; if your phyficians
had not pronounced you out of danger, I
fhould have done it, from your writing  in {o
peevith a-manner; for you {ay of yourfelf, and
I have once or twice remarked it, that, when
you are ill, you feel more tendernefs, huma-

mity, and good-nature about you, . than at any
Cq other
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other time ; which is contrary to the general
obfervation, that perfons: in ficknefs, pain, or
age, even at thofe feafons when they .moft ftand
in need of comforts of fociety, and the afliftance
of their friends, do then more particufarly, and
abfurdly too, contrive to deprive themfelves of
both, by ill-humour, and perverfenefs of tem-
per.. Perhaps, Providence has wifely implant-
ed this weaknefsin. human nature, to take off
fomewhat of the concern, we thould otherwife
- be too fenfible of, for the ficknefs or death of
our friends or parénts ; which is fomething
like the good-natured: expedient I heard made
ufe of by a gentleman;,  who frequently retired
to the country to fee his father during his va-
cation of bufinefs at Dublin, and had a little
brother there, who ‘was fo extremely  fond of
him, as to cry for a week after his departure ;
being informed thereof, he ever after contrived
to pick fome quarrel with.the boy, the mornin
he 'was to go away ;. this fucceeded fowell, that
the little fellow ufed to.call forhis horfes; and
ery, ¢ Well, I aoviglad you are  gotito. fiay
- i here
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here another day.” But, indeed, I generally
. obferve you {cold me when you find me me-
lancholy ; at leaft, I perceive it more then as
if I was a crofs child, to be chid into good-
humour. Adieu ! ‘
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LB TE OB R

By Mr. Gay, giving an Account of two Lovers
JSrruck dead by the Jame Flafb of Lightning

Stanton-Harcourt, Aug, 1718,

rI*HE only news that you can expect from
me here, 15 news from heaven, for I am
quite out of the world; and there is fcarce any
thing that can reach me, except the noife of
tthder which undoubtedly you have heard
too. We bave read, in old authors; of high
towers' levelled by it to the ground, while the
humble vallies have efcaped: the cnly thing
that
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char 15 proof againft it is the laarel, which how-
ever L take to be no great fecurity to the brains
of modern authors. But to letyou fee that the
contrary to this often happens, I muft acquaint
you, that the higheft and mofk extravagant heap
of towers in the univerfe, w hich isin this neigh-
beurhood, frand fll undefaced, while a cock
of barley in our next field has been confumed
to athes. Would to God that this heap of
barley had been 2ll that had perifhed! For un-
_happily beneath this little fhelter fat two much
more conitant lovers than ever were found in
romance, under tae fhade of a beech tree.
John Hewit was 2 well-fet man, of about five-
and-twenty ; Sarah Drew might be rather cal-
led comely than beautiful, and was about the
{fame age. They had pafled through the va-
rious labours of the year together, with the
greateft (atisfa@ion. If the milked, it was his
morning and evening care to bring the cows to
her hand. It was but laft fair that he bought
her a prefent of green Gilk for her ftraw hat,
and the pofy on her filver ring was of his

choofing.  Their love was the talk of the
Cé6 whole
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whole neighbourhood ; for fcandal never af-
firmed, that he had any other views than the
lawful poflefion of her in marriage. It was
that very morning that he had obtained the
- confent of her parents, and it was but till the
nexi week that they were to wait to be happy :
perhaps in the intervals of their work, they
were now talking of their wedding-clothes,
and Jobn was fuiting feveral forts of poppies
and field flowers to her complexion,to choofe
her a knot for her wedding-day.  While they
were thus bufied (it was on the laft of July,
between two and three in the afternoon) the
clouds grew black, and fuch a ftorm of light-
ning and thunder enfued, that all the labour-
crs made the beft of their way to what fhelter
the trees and hedges afforded. ‘

Sarah was frighted, and fell down in a fwoon
on a heap of barley. John, who never feparated
from her, fat down by her fide, having raked
together two or three heaps, the better to fe-
cure her from the florm. Immediately there
was heard fo loud a crack, as if heaven had
{plit afunder; every one was now folicitc;us

or



Lilliputian Letter-Writer. 61

for the fafety of his neighbour, and called for
one another throughout the field: no anfwer
being returned to thofe who called to our
lovers, they ftept to the place where they
lay ; they perceived the barley all in a
fmoke, and {pied this faithful pair, John
with one arm about Sarah’s neck, and the other
held over her, as to fcreen her from the light-
ning. They were firuck dead, and ftiffened in
this tender pofture. Sarah’s left eye-brow was

finged,
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finged, and there appeared a black fpot on her
breaft : her lover was all over black, but not
the leaft figns of life were found in either.
Attended by ‘their ‘melancholy companions,
they were conveyed to the town, and the nex:
day were interred in Stanton-Harcourt church-
yard. My Lord Harcourt, at Mr. Pope’s and
my requeft, has caufed a fione to be placed
over them, upon condition that we furnith the
epitaph, which is as follows :

When Eaftern lovers feed the fun’ral fire,
On the fame pile the faithful pair expire :
Here pitying heaven that virtue mutual found,
And blafted both, that it might neither wound,
Hearts {o fincere th’ Almighty faw well pleas’d,
Sent his own lightning, and the victims feis’d.

But my Lord is apprehenfive that the country
people will not underftand this ; and Mr. Pope
fays he will make one with fomething of ferip-
ture in it, and with as little of poetry as Hop-
kins and Sternhold.

T he epitaph was this :

Near
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Near this place lie the bodies, of

Jonn HEwitT and Mary Drew,
an induftrious young man

and virtuous maiden of this parifh ;

who, being at harveft-work,
(with {everal others,)
were, in one inftant, killed by lightning,

the laft day of July, 1718.

Think not, by rig’rous judgement feis’d,
A pair fo faithful could expire ;
Vi@ims fo pure heav’n faw well pleas’d,
And fnatch’d them in celefhial fire.
Live well, and fear no fudden fate;
When God calls Virtue to the grave,
Alike ’tis juftice, foon or late,
Mercy alike to kill or fave.
Virtue, unmov’d, can hear the call,
And face the flath that melts the ball. -

BB T
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Pliny 70 Tacitus, giving an Account of the great
Eruption of Mount Vefuvius.

CUR requeft, that I would fend yon an

- account of my uncle’s death, in order

to tranfmit a more exa tranflation of it to pof-
terity, deferves my acknowledgments; for if
this accident fhould be celebrated by your pen,
the glory of it, I am wel] affured, will be ren-
dered for ever illuftrious, And notwithftand-
ing he perithed by a misfortune, which, as it
involved at the fame time a moft beautiful
country in ruins, and deftroyed fo many popu-
lous cities, {feems to promife him an everlaﬁing
rememberance ; and although he has himfelf
compofed many and lai’ting works, yet, I am
perfuaded, the mentioning him in your immor-
tal writings, will greatly contribute to eternize
his name, He was at that time with the fleet
under his command at Mifenum., On the 23d
of Augafl, about one in the afternoon, my mo-
ther defired him to obferve a cloud, which ap-
peared
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peared of a very unufual fize and fhape: he
had juft returned from taking the benefit of the
fun, and after bathing himfelf in cold water,
and taking a {light repaft, was retired to his
ftady: he immediately arofe and went out upon
an eminence, from whence he might more
diftin@ly view this uncommon appearaoce, It
was not, at that diftance, difcernable from what
mountain this cloud iffued ; but it was found
afterwards to afcend from Mount Vefuvius,
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I cannot give you a more exa& defcription of
its
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its figure, than by refembling it to that of 2
pine-tree, for it fhot up a great height in the
form of a trunk, which extended itfelf at the
top into a fort of branches ; occafioned, I ima-
gine. either by a fudden guit of air that im-
pelled it, the force of which decreafed as it ad-
vanced upwards; or the cloud itfelf, being
prefled back again by its own weight, ex-
panded in this manner, [t appeared fometimes
bright, and fometimes dark and fpotted, and
was more or lefs impregnated with earth or
cinders. This extraordinary phznomenon ex.
cited my uncle’s philofophical curiofity to take
a nearer view of it. He ordered 2 light vefle]
to be got ready, and gave me the liberty, if I
thought proper, to attend him. I rather chofe
to continue my ftudies; for, as it happened,
he had given me an employment of that kind,
As he was coming out of the houfe, he received
a note from Rettina, the wife of Baflus, who
was in the uttermoft alarm, at the Imminent
danger which threatened hey ; for her villa be-
ing fituated at the foot of Mount Vefuvius,
there was no Way to efcape but by fea; fhe

earneftly
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earneftly intreated him, therefore, to come to
her afiflance. He accordingly chauged his firft ©
defign; and what he began with a philofophi-
cal, he purfued with an heroical turn of mind.
e ordered the gallies to put to fea, and went
himfelf on board with an intention of aflifting,
not only Re&ina, but feveral others (for the -
villas frand extremely thick upon that beautiful
coaft;) when haftening to the place from
whence others fled with the utmoft terrour, he
fteered his dire@ courfe to the point of danger,
and with fo much calmnefs and prefence of
mind, as to be able to make and di&ate his
obfervations upon the motion and figure of that
dreadful fcene.  He was now {o near the moun-
tain, that the cinders, which grew thicker and
hotter the nearer he approached, fell into the
thips, together with pumice-fiones and black
pieces of burning rock: they were likewife in
danger not only of being a ground by the {ud-
den retreat of the fea, but alfo from the vaft
fragments which rolled down from the moun-
tain, and obftru&ed all the fhore. Here he
fopped to confider whether he fhould rel;urg
ac
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back again, to which the pilot advifed him -
‘¢ Fortane (fays he) befriends the brave; cagry
me to Pomponianus.” Pomponianus was then a¢
Stabiz, feparated by a gulph, which the £ .,
after feveral infenfible windings, forms unca
that fhore. He had already fent his b:zg;{;zge
on board; for though he was not at that fime
in altual danger, yet being within the view of
1t, and indeed extremely near, if it fhodld iy
the leaft increafe, he was determined to put to
fea as foon as the wind fhould change. |t was
favourable, however, for carrying my uncle 1o
Pomponianus, whom he found in the greate}
confternation.  He embraced him with tender-
nefs, encoaraging and exhorting him to keep
up his fpirits; and, the more to diflipate his
fears, he ordered, with an air of unconcern
the baths to be got ready ; when, after havin
bathed, he fat down ‘to fupper with grcat
chearfulne(s, or at leaft (what is equally he-
roic) with all the appearance of it, In the
mean while, the eruption from Mount Velu-
vius flamed out from feveral places with much
violerce, which the darknefs of the night con-

tributed

o

1
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eributed to render ftill more vifible and dread”
ful. But my uncle, in order to foothe the ap~
prehenfions of his friend, affured him it wa®
.1y the burning of the villages, which the
ountry people had abandoned to the flames.
% ner this he retired to reft; and, it 1s moft
reain, he was fo little difcompofed as to fall
st0 a deep fleep ; for, being pretty fat, and
eathing hard, thofe who attended without
22lly heard him fnore. The court which
to his apartment being now almoft full of
cnes and afhes, if he had continued there any
;e longer, it would have been impoflible for
10 have made his way out ; it was thought
;per therefore to awaken him. He got up,
and went to Pomponianus.and the reft of his
¢company, who were not unconcerned enough
o think of going to bed. They confulted to-
gether, whether it would be moft prudent to
t:0l to their houfes, which now {hook from
fide 1o ide with frequent and violent concuf-
fions, or flee to the open fields, where the cal-
cined flones aod cinders, though light indeed,
vet {ell in large fhowers, and threatened de-

firuion.
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firu@ion. In this diftrefs they refolved for the
fields, as the lefs dangerous fituation of the
two: A refolution, which, while the reft of
the company were hurried in, by their fears,
my uncle embraced upon cool and deliberate:
confiderations, They went out, then, having
pillows. tied upon their heads with napkins’;
and this was their whole defence againft the
form of ftones that fel] roynd them, Though
it was now day every where elfe, with them it
was darker than the moft obfcure night, ex-
cepting only what light proceeded from the fire
and flames, They theught proper to go down
farther upon the fhore, to obferve if they might
fafely put out to fea, but they found the waves
fill run extremely high and boifterous. There
my uncle, having drank a draught of cold
water, threw himfelf down upon a cloth which
was fpread for him; when immediately the
flames, and 2 firong fmel] of fulphur, which
was the forerunner of them, difperfed the reft
of the company, and obliged him to arife, He
raifed himfelf up, wich the aflitance of two of
his fervants, and inftantly fell down dead ;

fuffocated



Lilliputian Letter-Writer. 71

fuffocated, as I conjefture, by fome grofs and
noxious vapour, having always had weak
lungs, and frequently fubjet to a difficulty of
breathing. ~As foon as it was light again,
which was not till the third day after the me-
Iancholy accident, his body was found entire,
and without any marks of violence uponit, ex-
attly in the fame pofture that he fell, and look-
ing more like a man afleep than dead.

L. E BT B R CHL,
Giving a Defcription of the Tower, Monument,
and St. Paul’s Church.

Honoured Madam,

/4 T my departare, I remember you ordered

me to fend you accounts of every thing

I faw remarkable in London ; I will obey vour

commands, as well as I can; but pray excufe

my defe@s, and let my will plead for my in-
ability to entertain my abfent friends.

Iam
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I am joft now come from fecing the Tower;
Monument, and St. Paul’s cathedral, (places
which | remember to have heard much talk of
in the country) and which fcarce any body that
comes to London omits feeing. The Tower,

which ftands by the Thames, is a large ftrong
building, furrounded with a high wall, about a
mile in‘compafs, and a broad ditch {upplied
with water out of the river Thames, Round
the outward wall are guns planted, which on

extraordinary
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extraordinary occafions are fired. At the en-
terance, the firft thing we faw was a colle&ion
of wild beafts, viz, lions, panthers, tigers, &c.
alfo eagles and vultures: thefe are of no fort of
ufe, and kept only for curiofity and thow. We
rext went to the Mint, (which is in the
Tower) where we faw the manner of coining
money, which is paft my art, efpecially in'the
compafs ofa letter, to defcribe. From thence
we went to the Jewel Room, and faw the crown
of England, and other regalia, which are well
worth feeing, and gave me a great deal of
pleafure. The next is the Horfe Armory, a
grand fight indeed ; here are fifteen of our
Englifh monarchs on horfeback, all drefled in
rich armour, and attended by their guards ;
but I think it not'fo beautiful as the next thing
we faw, which was the Small Armoury: This
confifts of pikes, mufkets, fwords, halberds,
and piftols, fufficient, as they told us, for
threefcore thoufand men ; and ‘are all placed
in fuch beautiful order, and in fuch different
figures, reprefenting the fun, flar and garter,

VoL, V, L2 e thalf
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half moons, and fuch like, that I was greatly
delighted with it; and they being all kept
clean and fcowered, made a moft brilliant ap-
pearance. Hence we went and faw the train
of artillery, in the Grand Storehoufe, as they
call it, which 1s filled with cannon and mortars,
all extremely fine: here is alfo a diving-bell,
with other curiofities too tedious to mention 3
which having examined, we came away and
went to the Monument, which was built in
rememberance of the fire of London: itis a
curious lofty pillar, two hundred feet high, and
onthetopa gallery, to which we went by tedious
winding flairs in the infide ; from this gallery,
we had a forvey of the whole city : and here
having feafted our eyes with the tops of houfes,
ips, and a multitude of boats on the river
Thames, we came down and went to St. Paul’s
cathedral, which is a moft magnificent pile,
and ftands on high ground near the centre of
.the city.  This noble building firack me with
furprife, and is admired by the whole world, as
well for its beautiful archithite®uie as height-
and
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and magnitude: it'has a grand aweful choir,
chapel, a dome finely painted by that maftesly
hand Sir James- Thornhill, a whifpering gal-
lery, and other curiofities. I now proceed to
acquaint you with my next excurfion, in fearch
of the curiofities of this famous city ; which was
at WeltminftersAbbey. This is really a magni-
ficent antient building: but what moft furprifed
sie, a5 the valt nomber of beautiful monu-

iz ments
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ments and figures with which the infide is
adorned. Among {uch aswere pointed out to me,
as being remarkable either for their coftlinefs or
beauty, I remember were. thofe of the duke of
Newcafle, a magnificent and expenfive piece,
Sir Ifaac Newton, General Stanhope, General
Wolfe, and that exquifite ftatue of Shakfpeare,
which I am told, is inimitable. When I had
for fome time.enjoyed the pleafure of gazing at -

thefe, T was conduted into that part of 'the :.
church where the royal monuments were placed.
Thefe, I thought, were exceeding grand. But

nothing furprifed and delighted me fo much 2s

King Henry the VIIth’s chapel, which, for

beauty and magnificence, I am told, far {ar-

paffes any thing of that kind in Europe. Here -
too, I faw the chair in which the kings of

- England are crowned, which, I believe,  is

more regarded for its antiquity, and the ho-
nourable ufe itis afligned to, than for any great -

beauty it has, at leaft that I could difcover.
The next fight that entertained me, was the'
effigies of King William and Quéen -Mary in
wax, aslarge as the life, fanding in'their co-
ronatiom
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ronation robes: they are faid to be very well
done, and to bear a ‘great refemblance to the
life. Queen Anne, the Duchefs of Richmond,
the Duke of Buckingham, &c. all of the fame
compofition, and richly drefled, are there alfo,
nor muft I forget to mention that of the great
late Earl of Chatham. In thort, there are fo
many curiofities contained in this venerable
repofitory, that, to defcribe one half of them
would as far exceed the compafs of a letter, as
of my abilities to do juftice to them : how-
ever, i fhall juft mention fome which appeared
to me moft worthy notice. '

Among the monuments of our ancient kings
is that of Henry V. whofe effigy has lott its
head, which being of filver, 1 am told, was
ftolen in the civil wars,

Here are two coffins covered with velvet, in
which are faid to be the bodies of two ambaf-
fadors, - detained here for debt; buat what were
their names, or what princes they ferved, I
could not learn.

Our guide next fhowed us the body of King
Henry Vth’s queen, Catherine, in an open

' D4 coffin
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coffin, who is faid to have been a very beautia
ful princefs ; but whofe fhrivelled fkin, much
refembling difcoloured parchment, may now
ferve as a powerful antidote to that vanity with
which frail beauty is apt to infpire its pof=
feflors.

Among the waxen effigies, I had aimoft for-
~ gotten to mention King Charles 1I. and his
faithful fervant General Monk, who(e furious
adpect has fomething terrible in it,

. Not
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Not far from thefe 1s the figure of a lady,
ene of the maids of honour to Queen Elizabeth,
who is faid to have bled to death, by only
pricking her finger with a needle.

I muft now retarn to thofe monuments,
which are in the open part of the church, and
free to every one’sifight; for thofe I have been
laft fpeaking of are inclofed, and not to be
feen without a fmall gratuity to the conduétor.

Among thefe then, on the north fide, flands
a magnificent monument erected to Lady Car-
teret, for whofes death fome reports affign a
caufe fomething-odd, viz. the late French king
Lewis the X1Vth’s faying, that a lady (whom
one of his nobles compared to Lady Carteret)
was handfomer thaw fhe.

Near this {tands 2 grand monument of Lord
Courcy; with an infcription, fignifying that
one of his anceftors had obtained a privilege of
wearing bis hat before the king.

Next thefe follow a groupe of ftatefmen,
warriors, muficians, &c. among whom 15 Co-
lIonel Bingfield, who loft his head by 4 cannon
ball, as he'was remounting the Duke of Marl-

24¢ Dy berough,
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borough, whofe horfe had been fhot under

him, , :
That of the late Admiral Tyrrell is well wor.
thy of obfervation, though fome think j¢ is too
much crouded, ‘

The famous muficians Purcell, Gibbons,
Blow, and Crofts, have their refpective monu-
meats and inferiptions ; as hath alfo that emj.
nent painter Sir Godfrey Kneller, with an
elegant epitaph by Mr. Pope.  As you enter
the weft door of the church, on the right hand
ftands a monument with a curious figure of
Secretary Craggs, on whom likewife Mr.
Pope has beftowed a beautiful epitaph.  On
the fouth fide is a cofly monument, ereted by
Queen Anne to the memory of that brave
Admiral Sir Cloudfley Shovel, who was thip-
wrecked on the rocks of Scilly. In the fame
aile, and nearly oppofite to this, is a beautiful]
monument of white marble, to the memory
of Thomas Thynne, of Long-Leat, in the
county of Wilts, Efq. who was fhot in his
coach, on Sunday the 12th of February, 1682 :

In the front is cut the figure of him in his
coach,
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coach, with thofe of the three affafling who
murthered him. < At the end of this aile, and
on one fide of what is called the poets row, lies
covered with a handfome monument, and his
effigy as large as the life, the very famous Drs
Buiby, mafter of Weftminiter. School, whofe
firi& difcipline and feverity were fo much
talked of. ,

I muft now take notice of the poets, whofe
" monuments ftand moftly contiguous, Here are
the ancient monaments of Chaucer and Spen-
cer, with thofa of Ben Johnfon, Drayton,
Milton, and Butler ; alfo of the-great Dryden,
the ingesioas Phillips, the divine Cowlev, the
harmonious Prior, and the inimitable Shak-
{peare; of whofe curious efligy I have {polken
before, nor muft I omit the gentle Mr. John
Gay, to whofe memory his Grace the Duke of
Queenfberry ereCted a noble monument, which
Mr. Pope adorned with a very elegantinfcrip-
tion in verfe. | muft here end my remarks,
but cinnot take leave of this venerable place
withoat obferving, that it has many carious
' : Ds painicd
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painted windows, a noble choir, a fine organy
and 2 magnificent altar piece. -1 am,

. Honoured Madam, &e.

Jr AR AEREAR 9y

From Ariftus, giving bis Friend o Relation of
the fudden Dearh of his Bride, who was feized
iz the Chapel wwhile the facred Rites” awvere
performing. ; :

A /4 Y fate will furnifh you with a full evidence
i of the vanity of human happinefs: My
Iaft lecter was written in the height of fuccefs,

with the mof arrogant expeltations, and boaft .

of a lafiing felicity ; now it is all changed, and
the'thadows of night come over me.

The lovely Ermina; whom T had fo long
pur{i‘d, and at lag perfuaded to crown my
w:fhes, the very morning fhe gave me her hand,
before the facred ceremony was finithed, was
furprifed with the fata] meflage of death, and
carried “in a fwoon from the chapel to-her
c¢hamber, where fhe {oon expiied in her mother’s

- 2 - arms,
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arms. One hour fhe appeared with all the
coft and fplendour ofa youthful bride 5 the next
the was pale and fenfelefs, muflled in a'ghaftly
fhroud : Thofe charms, that in the morning
promifed an eternal bloom, before the evening
have dropped ‘their fmiling pride 5 the {park-
ling eyes are funk in darknels ; the {oft, the
tuneful voice, is for ever filent; while a livid
hue fits on the late rofy lips. )
Thus airy pleafure dances in our eyes, ;

And fpreads falfe imagés in fair difguife, '
‘D6 T’allurg
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T’allure our fouls; till juft within thy arms

The vifion dies, and all the painted charms

Flce quick away from the purfuing fight,

Till they are loft in fhades, and mingle with the nigkt.

O death! how cruel was thy triumph ! Youth
and beauty, joy and blooming hope, lie here
a viftim to thy rage: the darkfome prifon of
the grave muft now confine the gentle captive ;
inftead of the pomp of a bridal bed, the cold
earth muft be her lodging, duft and corruption
her covering,

You will now expe& I fhould pradife the
principles I have o often aflerted, in exercifing
my boafted reafon and moderation ; or leave
you to infult me, with arguments I lately pro-
duced, to allay your grief, under the preflure
of an uncommon misfortune: this reproach
would be but juft, at a period when heaven has
given me a full evidence of the truthsI con-
feffed ; and fet the vanity of human hopes in
the cleareft demonfiration before me. . One
would think I'fhould now, ifever, find it eafy
to moralize on thefe {ubjeéts, and a& the philo-
fopker from mere neceflity, if not from virtue,

; Were

R -
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Were the cafe your’s, or any body’s but my
own,how many wife things fhould Irepeat ! How
fluently could I talk! So much more eafy is it
to diftate than to praétife: and yet I am rea-
fonable by intervals; I am in more than name
a chriftian ; in fome bright periods, I feel the
force of that profeffion, and pay homage to its
facred rules : a heavenly ray fcatters my grief,
and cheers my foul with divine confolations:
the gay and the gloomy appearances of mortal
things vanifh before the gleams of celeftial
light : immortal pleafures, with gentle invita-
tions, call me to the fkies, and all my thoughts
afcend.

But how fhort my triumph! how eafy the
tranfition from reafon to madnefs! Of what
furprifing variety is a human mind capable !
light and darknefs, heaven and hell, feem
blended within; it is all chaos, and wild dif-
order : that reafon, which one moment relieves
me, the next feems with a juft train of ideas to
torment me.

‘See there, all paleand dead fhe lies ;
For ever flow my ftreaming eyes ;

Fly



86 The Lz"llz}buz‘z‘an Letter-10vitép,

Fly Hymen, with extinguifh’d fires H
Fly nuptial blifs, and chafte defires ¢
Ermina’s fled, the loveliett mind,
Faith, fweetnefs, wit, together join’d.
Dwelt faith, and wit, and {weetnefs there ?
Oh! view the change, and drop a tear !
Adieuq,

_ D DR MR ) A< v,
De/cription of the Seven Wonders of the World,

HE firft of thefs Seven Wonders was the

~ temple of Ephefus, founded by Ctefi-
phon, confecrated to Diana, apd (.3ccr>rding
to the conjeftures of natural philofophers)
fituated in a marfhy {oil, for no other reafon
than that it might not be expofed to the violent
thocks of earthquakes and volcanos. This

220 feet broad, had not its bulk alone to raife
it above the moft ftately monuments of art,
fince it was adorned with 127 lofty and well-
Proportioned pillars of Parian marble, each of
which had an opulent monarch for jts ereé‘mé-
an
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and finither: and {o high did the {pirit of emula-
tion run 1in this point, that each fucceeding
potentate endeavoured to outftrip his predeced-
for in the richnefs, grandeur, and magnificence
of his refpettive pillar. “As it is impoffible for
a modern to form a juft and adequate idea of
fuch a- ftupendous piece of art, it is {uflicient
to inform him, thar the rearing the temple of
Ephefus employed feveral thoufands of .‘the

fineft workmen in the age for 200 years: but
as
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as no building is proof againft the fhocks of
time, and the injuries of the weather, {o the
temple of Ephefus falling into decay, was, by
the command of Alexander the Great, rebuilt
by Dinocrates, his own engineer, the fineft
archite& then alive.
. The works of the cruel, though ingenious
and enterprifing Semiramis, next command
our wonder and admiration. Thefe confifted
of the walls ere@ed about Babylon, and the
pleafant gardens formed for her own deligat,
This immenfe, or rather inconceivable profu-
fion of art and expence, employed 300,000
men for many years fucceffively, fo that we
need not wonder when we are told by hiftori-
ans, that thefe walls were 300 or 350 ftadia in
circumference (which amount to 22 Englith
miles) fifty cubits high, and fo broad thac they
could afford room for two or three coaches a-
brealt without any danger. Though ancient
record gives us no particular accounts of the gar-
dens, yetwe may reafonably prefume, that if fo
much time and treafure were laid out upon
the walls, the gardens maft nos have remained
& without
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without their peculiar beauties : thus it is more
than probable, that the gardens of Semiramis
charmed the wondering eye with an unbounded
profpeét, confifting of regular viftas, agreeable
avenues, fine parterres, cool grottos and alcoves,
formed for the delicious purpofes of love, phi-
lofophy, retirement, or the gratification of
any other paffion, to which great and good
minds are {ubjett.

We thall next take a view of the*{plendid
and fumptuous tomb of Pharos, commonly
called the Egyptian Labyrinth. This firucture,
though defigned for the interment of the dead,
had neverthelefs the pomp of a palace defigned
for a monarch, who thought he was to live for
ever; fince it contained fixteen magnificent
apartments, correfponding to the fixteen pro-
vinces of Egypt; and it {o ftruck the fancy of
the celebrated Dedalus, that from it he took the
model of that renowned labyrinth which he
built in Crete, and which has ‘eternized his
name, for one of the fineft artifts in the world.

1f the amazing bulk, the regular form, and
the almoft inconceivable duration of publick or

‘monumental



monumental bupildings call for {furprife and
aftonithment, we have certainly. juft reafon to
give the Pyramids of Egypt a place among the
feven wonders. Thefe buildings remain almog
as ftrong and beautiful as ever, till this very
time. There are three of them ; the largeft of
which was ereted by Chemnis, one of the kings
of Egypt, as-a monument of his power while
alive, and a receptacle of his body when dead.
It was fituated about 16 Englith miles from
Memphis, now known by the name of Grand
Cairo,
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* Cairo, and was about 1440 feet in height, and

about 143 feet long, on cach fide of the {quare
bafis. It was bailtof hard Arabian ftones, each
of which is about 30 feet long. The building of
it is faid to have employed 600,000 men for
twenty years. Chemnis however was not in-
terred in this lofty monument, but was barba-
roufly torn to pieces in a mutiny of his people.
Cephus, his brother, fucceeding him, difcovered
an equally culpable vanity, and ereted ano-
ther, though alefs magniﬁcqnt.pyramid. The
third was built’ by King Mycernits according
to fome, but according to others by the cele-
Brated courtefan Rhodope. This ftrutture is |
rendered fill more furprifing; by having placed
upon its top 2 head of black marble, 102 feet
roand the temples, and about 6o feet from the
chin to the crowa of the head.

"The next is that celebrated monument of
conjugal love, known by the name of Maufo-
leum, and ereted by Artemifia, queen of
Caria, in honour of her hufband Maufolus,
whom fhe loved fo tenderly, that, after his death,
f1c ordered his body to be burnt, and put ﬂilts

alnce
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afthes in a cap of wine, and drank it, that fhe
might lodge the remains of her huband as near
to her heart as the poflibly could. This firuc.
ture fhe enriched with fuch a profufion of art
and expence, that it was jultly looked upon as
cne of the greateft wonders of the world, and
€ver fince magnificent funeral monuments are
called maafoleums.

It ftood in Halicarnaffus, capital of the king~
dom:of Caria, between the king’s palace, and
the temple of Venys. Its breadth from N. to §.
was 63 feet, and in circamference 411, and
about 100 feet high. Pyrrhusraifed a pyramid om
the top ofit, and placed thereon a marble chariot
drawn by four horfes, The whole was admired
by all who faw it, except the philofopher Anax-
agoras, who, at the fight of it, cried, < There
1s a great deal] of money changed into ftone,”

‘The ‘Sixth-of thefe is juftly ‘accounted the
Coloflus of Rhades, 2 flatye of {o prodigious
a bulk, that it could not have been believed,
had it not been recorded by the beft hiftorians,
It was made of brafs by one ‘Chares of Afia

Minor; who confumed - years in finithing it.
g Al Ig



Tt was erected over the entry of the harbour
of the city, with the right-foot on one, fide,
and the left on the other.. The largekt fhips
could pafs between the legs without lowering
their mafts. It is faid to have coft 44,000l ‘
Englith money. It was 800 feet in height, and
all its members proPOrtionaBle ; {o that when
it was thrown down by an earthquake, after
having ftood 5o years, few men were able to em-
brace 1ts litcle finger. When the Saracens, who

in 684 conquered the ifland, had broken this
immenf{e

“
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Immenfe fatue to pieces, they are faid to have
' loaded above goo camels with the brafs of it.

The laft, moft elegant, and curious of all
thefe works, known by the name of the Seven
Wonders, was the incomparable ftatue of Ju-
piter Clympus, ere&ted by the Elians, a people
of Greece, and placed ina magnificent temple
confecrated to Jupiter. This fatue reprefented
Jupiter fitting in~ a chair, with his upper part
naked, but covered down from the girdle, i
his right-hand holding’ an eagle, and in his
left a fceptre. This ftatue was made by the
~ celebrated Phidias, and was 150 cubits high,

The body is faid to have been of brafs, and the
head of pure gold. Caligula éndeavonred to
get it tranfported to Rome, bat the perfons em-
ployed in that attempt, were frightened from
their purpofle by fomerunlucky atcident.
LETTER. VL

On City Luxury.

Str, _
Was many years refideht in London: byt
E an old uncle, in the year 172g, dying, and
leaving me a tolerable cltate in Gloucelier ie,
e
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T preferred eafe to affluence, and retired from
noife and buftle, to peace and quiet.

Among my friends in jtown was one Mr.
Holland, a draper, in Cheapfide: he was a
good, honeft, pains-taking man ; if you dined
with him, a joint of meat and a pudding was
the utmoft of his entertainment; I never faw
wine in his houfe but at Chriftmas, or on a
wedding-day ; we had a glafs of good ale,
and after dinner we went to our bufinefs, and
did not fit three or four hours as you do now.
He wore his cap the greateft part of the day,
and was not afhamed to take the broom and
the {craper and clean before his door. He had
a good underftanding, and was honeft to a de-
gree of admiration: I fear I fhall never fee
his like again : he is dead, poor man ; he died
in July 1750, leaving ten thoufand {feven
hundred pounds, all got by care and induf-
#iry, between feven children, fhare and fthare
Zd;ike. y

Bufinefs, fir, calling me to town this {pring,
{my daughter’s marriage, good fir, if you muft
know) L refoited to enquirg after my old

friend’s
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friend’s family : He had three fons ; the eldeft
I found was ‘ruined by'horre-racing and went
to fettle at Lifbon; the next, Tom by name,
became a bankrupt in 1760, by vice and extra-
vagance, and went to America, [ got a direc-

T
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tion for Jack, a haberdather near the ’ hange ;
I trudged to fee him laft Wednefday morning ;
Iafked for Mr. 'John Holland, and, to my
very great furprife, wasintroduced to a gentle-
man as a fine as my Lord Cockatoo, and his

hair



Lilliputian Letter-Writer.. ; LGP
hair drefled as high and powdered ‘as white ; .
1 begged pardon, and told him,: I {uppofed .
the man had made a miflake 5 ‘on” which he, .
recolleting me, called me by my name, and run |
acrofs the room and kiffed me (the devil take his
French fathions) 3 he exprefled’great joy, in-
deed, at {ceing me, and infilted on my dihing
with him at his houfe in the ¢ountry; ¢ My
coach (faid he) will be at-at the door diretly ;5
Mifs Pattypan, and her papa; the” great city
caok, will favour-us with their company, and
you fhall make one.”” Not being engaged,
curiofity induced .me to take the {pare corner
of the coach, and go with them into'the coun-
try, asthey called it; that is, to Highgate. I
will not trouble you with all the particulars of
our journey and dinner, but only tell ‘you, that
it cut me to the heart to {fee myfriend’s fon fo
great a contraft- to his fathei? * 'On’the road
they entertained me with” all that pafied in
publick; they all belonged, I underftood, to
the city concert, and the aflembly; never
failed at Mrs, Thing-a-my’s, in Soho-fquare ;
bad been at two ridottos this winzer; loved the
Moz, V. E ; opeia ;
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Opera; and.'Mifs Pattypan fung us an Italian
air ; an impudent mynx ! I could have knocked
her empty, pate againft her father’s jolter !
hen' we arrived, we were introduced to
Madam Holland ; how. fhe was dreflfed in
Jewels and gold! and then her. hair curled fix
inches from her head, (God forgive me if I am
miftaken, but I believe it was a wig.)  Then,
when the dinner came in, how was T amazed
to fee the table covered with feven dithes, and
more fo when I was told there was a fecond
courfe! The turbot coft eighteen fhillings, the
turkey poults fourteen thillings, madam told
us; for fhe gloried in her fhame.

I beg pardon, fir, for haying detained you
thus long with fuch trifiés, but you know old
people will be prating.  What I meant to tell
you was our difcourfe after dinner. AsI came
from the country, Mr. Holland and Mr. Patty-
Pan attacked me on the high price of pro-
vifions: ¢ An’tit'a fhame (fays Mr. Holland)
that we poor Londeners fhouly be paying fuch
CXtravagant prices, when ‘we live in the land
of plenty ; poultry, meat, and butter, doublle

the
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the price they were twenty years.agoj oats
twenty fhillings a quarter, hay three pounds
ten fhillings ; it cofts me, more in one ‘month
than it did my father in a year. 1 fhall, ‘in-
fread of faving ten thoufand pounds, be obliged
1o gun away, if fomgthing an’t done to reduce
the. price of proyifions.” My .blood, boiled

with indigunation; I haftily replied, ‘¢ Whe-
ther {omething is done or no, Mr. Holland,
you, my/t run away, if you live thus; do not
name your poor father, his table would have
becn farnithed for a week for the money your
turbot coft :, provifions. were lefs, you fay, by
2 half in your father’s time: but why were
they fo ? Becaufe people lived with more fru-
gality, and the confamption was lefs: a city
haberdafher, in thofe days, would have thought
he had entertained, his friends nobly with a
picce of beef jand potatoes in the pan; but I
fee fourteen difhes, in thefe luxurious “times,
are fcarcely fufficient: if your father, even in
thofe cheaper times, had farnifhed his table
like the prodigals of the prefent, he muft, inftead
of leaving ten thoufand pounds, have lived

E:z and
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and died 4 beggar your father {ad 10 country!

houfe ; he had,a‘faymg;"fh‘a't, Poepl
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dred times as much butter as was ufed formerly,* "

with your {auces, fricafles, and teas; yourvanity
employs five hundred times the horfes ;' you
confound more of “God’s g0ood creatures at'one
dinner, than would have feafted your anceftors
for a month, and Yet pretend to be amazed that
things are not fo plentiful as they were : the

{ame ground cannot keep COws, grow oats, breed -

cattie,

L
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cattle, produce hay, pafture your horfes,- and

“fupply, .y-o;_;.ﬂw%}}y grain ; the iconfequence of
wwihich is, you fetch your luxusies at great ex-
. pence from feventy miles diltance ;. whereas in
our time, ten:.miles round London fupplied the
town with all neceffaries:”. I was going on,
- when Mr. Pattypan yawned, and faid, ¢ He
~did not come ‘here for a leéture;” and before
X.could anfwer him, Mr. Jackanapes, - the ha-
‘berdather, faid, ¢ Let us take a turn:in the
garden, and leave old Square Toes to fwallow
“his fpittle.” I here grew too angry to ftay with
the empty coxcombs; Itook up my hat and
cane, and ‘marched ‘to the door; when the

. Paftry Cook called out; ¢¢ You had better go
back in Mr. Holland’s coach, for it ig too late
to walk, and it will break your frugal heart to
fpend a fhilling for a place in the ftage.”’” Says
I;.¢¢ No, Mr..Puff-Patte,. though I am an ene-
my to profufion, I {fpend my money as chearfully
.as_any body when my convenience requires if.
Though I cannot live at the expence of either
.of you, [ believe I have eftate enpugh to’ buy
all the pies,and tapes in your two fhops.. I
o Bl 5 mean
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!'mean to live, and give ‘my children fomething
‘at'my death ; but you cannot fapport your pro-
fufion long, *you will be'bankrupts foon, afid
cheat your ccréditors out of nineteen fhillingsin
sthe pound. /' Yeu wWwill live ‘to” feaft ‘on gravy-
beefiinftead of having fauces, and at laft d'ie"{n
“ajdil or feed hogs, and eat'the hufks, like your
‘brother’ ‘prodigal in the "gofpel.” ~Here I
-flounced out’ of the room, ‘and fo ‘ended bar
ofcolding.” © I'dm, fir, yours, &¢. o
' ) ’ ' Perer Moderation.

4 or vokiells BT s E iR do VA il S
“Front Coufin Samto! Coufin-Sue.
Coufin Sue, e okt )
¥ Tovrp thee I would ‘write,” and fo T Wwill,
‘4 - and fenid you all the news about London.
Well, itis a ftrange place ‘as ever ‘was feen, that
1s for certain! The firf day'I'came, the ftreets
were fo thronged, that I ftood “up to let folKs
“go by, ‘but'there Was no end of them, {o'I'was
obliged to fhove on with‘the reft; but I never
was o' bumped “and 'thruft’ about in mylﬁfe.
. g4 put
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I put off my. hat to all the gentlefolks, but they
only laughed at me; and oné queer 6ld put
ieried,  twig the countryman : '{o I fmoked ‘th
joke, and put my hat on, andkept him 45 clofe
as if he was nailed to. my head. John Wil-
tiams/got me a place to live with a nobleman,
but I was mortally frightened at firft; for L
thought as-how if T"fhould make him angry I
thould be hanged or beheaded ;: but [ vow and
proteft he is as civil a fpoken gentleman as ever
- Ifee in my life, and has no more pride than
our juftice of peace, nor half. fo much reither ;
and we allilove him, and his-bufinefs is the
better done for it ; for we {erve him not through
fear, but affetion, Sue! ‘ SR
... I am hugely improved in my learping fince I
came to London, and might have got' to' be'a
critic ;. but Mr. Thomas, my lord’s gentleman,
perfuaded me off. . There 15 a whole club of
them meets at the fign of the Cat and Bag:
pipes, juft, by our ftables; every week; -and
our coachman, and, Dick the helper, belongs
to them : they will be mortal ‘great authors 4f
they live; for all the critical papers and

E 4 pamphlets
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‘pamphlets they have'a hand in. Poetry and po-
Jiticks is their ftudy, and that is what every
bady underffands in London. © Some poetry of
theirs I hav fent you, and may-hap 'by and
by you may have {ome politicks from,

YRR ' Yourloving Coufin, '

SAMO

hoseay LAIAR i plin X!
From Coufin Sam Coufin Sue,

Loving Coufin, e
HAT I am going to fay will amazeyou,
, but it is very true ;- the great folks here
are not half {o wife as | thought they weres
nor indeed are’ the people in London a bit bet<
ter, or honefter, than: our poor neighbours in
the country. ' They fo little regard the trath,
that fome of our grear ones will fend” word
they are not at home, though ‘you ' fee them ;
nay, will perhaps look out at window, and tell
gou fo themfelves ; and yet they expect nothing
ut truth from their fervants : there’s the edt:
: . e & R Bu’t
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But when I think upon our old copy, Sue, that
“ Evil communications  corrupt 'good man-
ners,” I wonder how any of thofe, who lead
diffolute lives, can expett their fervants to lead
good ones. The great bufinefs of the great

ones here is to kill time," as they call it ; and-

the places frequented for this purpofe are the
. Auélions, Plays, Operas, Maf{querades, Balls,
Aflemblies, Routs, Drums, the Park, the
Gardens, and f{ometimes the Church.” Ab,

Sue! Honefty’s the beft policy fill: that I .

know. And if our great people would be
good, the little people would be better than
~theyare; for we all copy our {uperiors ; which
1s a hint though from a poor footman, not un-
worthy the confideration of the great ones, and
even of the legiflature itfelf, A few great ex=
amples would make even religion and virtue in
fathion ; and what a deal of trouble that would
fave the poor lawyers !

Iam,
Dear Coufin Sue,

Ej / Yours, &%,

£
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: .Frdm Coz‘tﬁ;'; Sam z0 Coyfin Siue. b

- Ah, Coufin Sue! :

T is all over at our houfe! —Wehave nathing

2 bat trouble ‘and confufion : my lady, who
you know was a fine woman, is become now -
an ugly bloated creature, and has {crewed up
her face fo a gaming, that fhe is as full of
wrinkles as Mother Shipton. Cards may well
becailed the devil’s books! Tam {ure they have
phiyed the devil with her, and deffroyed both
her temper and conftituion. — Up a gaming all
night, and the horrours all day, will foon put
an end to her life, that’s certain.—~And my °
poor mafter is ablolutely undone, all is loft ir-
recoverably ! He, poor young gentleman, has
been admitted into the club of a pack of gam-
lers at this rightecous end of the town, who
have ftripped him of every thing but his title,
and with that he may go a begeing. Oh fora
thunder-bolt to defiroy fuch a peft of infernals!
And, would you believe it, Sue, fome of thefe
pillagers
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pillagers are gfeat »pe'0ple ; - fo great, ‘and c;f

fuch high employments, that I .am told that-

difpatches of the utmoit confequences are {ent
from * **, A fine political fociety traly!
Suppofe any of thefe wife ones fhould take 1t
‘jnto their heads to bet upon the  affairs. of
Europe; what may, or rather what may not,
be the confequence'? This is a worfe club than
that where the members meet to drink porter,
and reéify the writings of Mofes and the pro-
phets. There are many things that wantmend-

g
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ing in London, Sue, but the people are toe
infatuated, too full of themfelves, and too
much regard their own private intereft, to take
radvice or put any good {cheme in execution.

Iam,
My dear Sue,

Your ever loving Coufin.

P.S. T was yefterday furprifed to hear one
«of thefe gambling gentlemen lay down this as a
.maxim, That he would never be a good poli-
‘tician who could not play well at cards; and
‘I think he might with as' much propriety have
aid, that noone could make a good general wha
‘had not cocked a piftol upon Hounflow-heath.
With what weak arguments is vice obliged to

defend itfelf ?

LETTER
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L A FTYE R XY
_On the Pleafures and Advantages of Religion.

¥ Hap latelya very remarkable dream, which
I made fo firong an impreflion on me, that [
remember it every word; and if you are not
better employed, you may read the relation of

-1t as follows :
Methought T was in’ the midft of a very-en-
-tertaining {et of'company, and extremely de-
lighted in attending to a“lively converfation,
when on a fudden I perceived one of the moft
thocking figures imagination can frame, ad-
!vancing towards me. She was drefled in black,
herfkin was contradted into a thoufand wrinkles,
ther eyes deep funk in herhead, and her com-
plexion pale and livid as the countenance of
death. Her looks were filled with terrour and
cunrelenting feverity, and her hands armed'with
whips and fcorpions. As foon as fhe’came
near, with a horrid frown, and a voice that
chilled my very blood, fhe bid me follow her,
I obeyed, and fhe led me through rugged
paths
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paths, befet with briars and thorns, into a dee
folitary valley. Wherevet fhe paffed the fad-
ing verdure withered beneath her fteps ;. her
peftilential breath infefted the air with malig-
nant vapours, obfcured the laftre of the fun,
and involved the fair face of heaven in univer-
{a] gloom. Difmal howlings refounded through
the foreft, from every- baleful treel the night-
raven uttered his dreadful note, and the prof-
pect.was. filled ‘with  defolation and  horrour.
An the midft of this tremendous fcene, my exe-
crable guide addrefled me‘in the following
‘manner: I

“ Retire with me, O rafh -unthinking!mor-
tal, from the vain allurements of a deceitful
world, and learn that pleafure was not defign-
ec the portion of human, life. Man was_ born
to mourn and to be wretched ;- this is the.con-
dition of all below' the ftars; and whoever en-
deavours to oppofe it, aéts in - contradiction to
the will of heaven. Fly then from the fatal
enchantments of youth and focial delight, and
here confecrate the folitary hours to lamentation
and woe, Mifery is the duty of all fublunary

beings,
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beings, and every enjoyment s an offence to
the Deity, who is to be' worfhipped only by the

mortification of every fenfe of pleafure, and the
everlafting exercife of fighs and tears.””

This melancholy picture of life quite funk |
my {pirits, and feemed 'to annihilate every '
principle of joy within me. I threw myfelf be-
neath a blafted yew, where the wind blew cold
and difmal round my. head, and dreadfal ap-
prehenfions chilled my heart. - Here I refolved
to lie, till the hand of death, which I impa-
tiently invoked, fhould putan end to the mi-
feries of a life fo deplorably wretched. In this
{ad fituation I fpied on one hand of me a deep
muddy river, whofe heavy waves rolled on in
flow fullen murmurs. Here I determined to
plange, and was juft upon the brink, when I
found myfelf fuddenly drawn back. T turned
about, and was furprifed by the fight of the
lovelieft cbje& I had ever beheld. The moft
engaging charms of youth and beauty appeared
in all her form ; effulgent glories {parkled ia
her eyes, and their awful {plendours were {often-
ed by the gentleft looks of compaffion and peace.

' At
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At her approach, the frightful fpe&re, who had
before tormented me,: vanithed away, and with
her all the horrours fhe had caufed. The gloomy
clouds brightened into chearfu] fun-thine, the»
groves recovered their verdure, and the whole
region looked gay and blooming as the garden
of Eden, [ was quite tranfported at this un-
expcelted change, and reviving pleafure began
to glad my thoughts, when, with a look of in-
expreflible fweetnefs, my beauteous deliverer
thus uttered her divine inftructions.

““ My name is Religion. I am the offspring
of Truth and Love, and the parent of Benevo-
lence, Hope, and Joy. That monfter from whofe
power I have freed you, 1s called Superftition ;
ihe is the child of Difcontent, and her follow-
ers are Fear and Sorrow. Thus different as
we are, fhe has often the infolence to affume
Iy name and charaler, and feduces unhappy
mortals to think us the fame, till fhe, at
length, drives them to the borders of Defpair,
that dreadful abyfs into which you were juft go-
ing to fink, .

¢ Look
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~ ¢¢_Look round and furvey the wvarious beay-
ties of the globe, which heaven has deftined
for the feat of human.race, and confider whe-
‘ther a world thus exquifitely. framed, could be
meant for the abode of mifery and pain. For
what end, has the lavith hand of Providence dif-
fufed {uch innumergble objeéts of delight, but
thatrall Tmight:rejqice,in',the‘,pri.viiege of exift- .
ence, and be filled with. gratitude to the bene-
ficent Author of it? 'Thus to enjoy the blef-
fings he has fent, isvirtue and obedience ; and
to reject them merely as means. of pleafure, is
pitiable ignorance, or abfurd perverfenefs. In-
finite goodnefs. is the foarce of created exift-
ence; the proper tendency  of every rational
being; from the higheft order .of raptured
feraphs, to the meaneft ranks of men, is to rife
inceflantly from lower degrees of happinefs to
higher, They have each faculties afligned
them for various orders of delights.” :
‘¢ What (cried I) is this the language of Re
ligion? Does fhe lead her votaries through
flowery paths, and bid them pafs an unlabo-
rious life? Where are the painful toils ‘of vir-
tue,
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“tue, the mdktiﬁéati’ons*of penitents, the felf-

“denying exercifes of faints and heroes 3 :
"¢ The true enjoyments 'of 2 reafonable be-
ing (anfwered the 'mildly) do nof confift in un- -

"bounded indulgence, or luxurious eafe, in the
tumult of paffions, ‘the Ianguor of indolence,
or the flutter of light amufements, Yielding

‘to immoral pleafure corrupts. thé mind, living
an animal‘and trifling’ one debafes it; both in

‘their degree difqualify it for its genuine good,

and confign it over to wrétchedoks. Whoever
would be really happy, muft make the diligent

“and regular exercife of his {uperior powers his

‘chief attention, adoring the perfeltions of his

‘Maker, exprefling good-will to his fellow crea.

“tures, cul-tivating inward re&itude.  To his

lower faculties he muft allow fuch gratifications
as will, by " refrefhing *him, inyigorate his
niobler purfuits, In' the regions inhabited by
angelic natures, unmingled” felicity for ever

blooms. ' Joy flows there with a perpetual and
abundant ftream, nor needs there any mound

‘to check its courfe, Being confcious of a frame

of mind originally difeafed, as all the human

race
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race has caufe to be, ‘muft ufe the regimen of ‘a
firiter felf-government. ' Whoever has been
guilty of voluntary exceffes muft patiently {ub-
mit both to ‘the painful workings of nature,
“and needful feverities of medicine, in order to
‘his care. Still he is ‘intitled to a moderate
fhare of whatever alleviating accommodations
this fair manfion of his meréiful parent affords,
confiftent with his recovery. And in propor-
‘tion as this recovery advances, the livelieft joy
‘will fpring from his fecret fenfe of an amend-
ing and improving heart. —So far from the hor-
rours of defpair is the condition even of the
guilty.—Shudder, poor mortal, at the thooght
of the gulph in which thou waft but juft now
‘going to plunge.

«« 'While the moft faulty have ever encou-
‘ragement to mend, the more innocent {foul will
be fupported with fill {weeter confolations
“under all its experiences of human infirmities ;
fupported by the gladdening affurances, that
“every fincere endeavour to opt-grow them,
“fhall be affited, accepted, and rewarded. To
‘fuch a one the lowlicft felf-abafement is but 2

deepv
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«deep laid foundation for the moft elevated
hopes ; fince they, who_faithfully examine and
acknowledge what they are, fhall be enabled,
under my condu&, to become what they defire.
The Chriftian and, the hero are infeparable ;
and the afpirings of unaffuming tralt, and flia]
confidence, are fet no bounds. To him who
s animated with a view of. obtaining approba-
_tion from the Sovereign of the Univerfe, no
difficulty is infurmountable. Secure in this
purfuit of every needful aid, his conflit with
.the feverelt pains and trials, is lictle more than
the vigorous exercifes of a mind in health.
His patient dependence on that Providence
which looks through all eternity, his filent re.
fignation, his ready accommodation of his
thoughts and behaviour to jts infcrutable ways,
is at once the moft excellent {ort of felf-denial,
«2nd a fource of the moft exalted tranfports.
Society is the true fphere of human virtue, In
{ocial, adtive ljfe, difficulties will perpetually
be met with ; refiraints of many kinds will be
neceffary ; and fludying to behave right in re-
fpet of thefe is a difcipline of the human
. ' ' ' heart,
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beart, ufeful to: ofhers,‘ and i improving efelf.
buchnng isno duty but whereitis neceflary to
avoid “guilt, ‘or to ‘dot good ; nor pleafure “a
crime, but where ‘it i’crengthehs the influence’
of “bad " inclinations, ‘or' leflens’ the generous
a&xvny of virtue. The happmefs allotted to'
man in hls prefent ftate, is indeed faint and"
low, compared with His immortal pro(pe&s,
and noble capacities s but yet whatever portion
of it the diftributing hand of heaven offers to
each individual, is a needful fupport and re-
frehment for the prefent moment, {o far as it
may not Hifider Lhc attaining his final deftina-
tioms,;

““ Return then with me from continu al
mlf':ry to -moderate enjoyment, and glafeful
alacrity. Return from the contrated views of
folitude, to the proper duties of a relative and
dependent being. Religion is not confined to
cellsand clofets, nor reftrained to fullen retire-~
ment. Thefe are the gloomy do&rines of Super-
ititron, by which fhe endeavours to break thofe
chaiasof benevolence and focial affection,which
link the welfare of every particular with that of

5 the
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the whole.. Remember that the greateft honour
you can pay to the Author of your being is by
fuch a chearful behaviour, as difcovers a mind
fatisfied with his difpenfations,” T
" Here my preceptrefs paufed, and I was going
to_exprefs my acknowledgments for her dif~
courfe, when a ring of bells from the neigh-
bouring village, and a new rifing fun, darting
his beams through my windows, awakened me,
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NECESSARY. OBSERVATIONS. -

IRST worfhip God; lie'that forgets to pray, -
F Bids mot himfelf good-motrow nor good-
day; ‘ st ling:
Let thy firft labour be to purge thy fin, -

And ferve him firft whence all things did begin.
Honour thy’ parents to prolong thine end ;
With them, though for a truth, do not contend 3
Tho’ all fuch truth defend, do thou lofe rather .
The truth awhile, than lofe theirloves for ever,

Whoever makes his father’s heart to bleed,
Shall have a child that will revenge the deed,
‘Think thatis juft, ’tis not enough to do,

Unlefs thy very thoughts are upright too.
Defend the truth, for that who would not
die,
A coward is, and gives himfelf the lie.
Honour
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Honour theking, .as {ons their parents.do, - -
For he’s thy father, and thy country’s too.
A friend is( goldy-if true, he’ll never leave
Ik gl s e e 40,
Yet both without-a teuch-ftene, may deceive
03 W Rl AU ,
Sufpicious men think others falfe; but he
Cozens himfelf that will too ered’lous be.
‘Lake well whate’er fhall chance ; though bad
it be, i S )
Take 1t for good, and ’twill be {o to thee.
Swean not ; anoath 1s like a dangerous dart,
Which fhot,  1cbounds. to firike the fhooter’s
qheart; : :
The law’s the path of life ; then that obey;
Who keeps it not, hath, wand’ring, loft his way.
‘Thank thofe that do-thee good, fo fhalt thou
gain .
Their fecond help, if thou thould’ft need again,
T'o doubtful matters do not headlong run:
What’s well left off were better not begun,

END OF THE FIFTH VOLUME.















