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p R E E. 

T H ERE is not perhaps any branch of 
knowledge more neceffary than that 

of Letter-Writing; and though it is probable, 
that many of my little readers may not have 
yet learned the ufe of the pen, yet even to 
fuch there letters cannot fail to be ufefol ; 
for., by frequently perufing them, they will 
110t only learn a polite and accurate ftile, 
but alfo furni!h their minds with refined fen­
timents, and ac.q uire epificlary know ledge 
before they l11ve learned the u[e of the pen. 

The firft part contains twenty letters on 
juvenile topics, fuch as little mafiers and 
rniffes ufually write when they firfi: begin to 
form words; and to the[e I have added dif­
forent forms of Lilliputian rnefTage cards. 
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T_he fucond part contains letters on friend­lb i p, ad vice, and infiruction, and are written in a ftile a little more elevated than that of the firfi part ; for children mufl: be brought forward by degrees, . and great allowances 'mufi: be made for the little inaccuracies they, may fall into. ' 
When my little pupils have made them­fdves well acquainted with the bufi.nefs of the two firft parts, they may then proceed to the third, in which they will meet with different modes of expreffion, and a more elevated fiile. From a proper attent ion to this little book, my fcholars will foon acquire the reputation of being excellent letter­w riters, to their own great fatisfaction, and to the no fmall reputation of their good fr iend Gulliver. 

T 'HE 
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THE 

LILL!PUT!AN LETTER-WRITER. 

PART I. 
Letters from little lvf cylers and Mij(es to thet"r 

P11rents and Friends. 

tETTER t 
F~om a J'oung' L.1c/_y to her PariJ.11/s. 

PRAY excufe, my de,refi tmma and papa. 
the badnefs of the hanJ-writing of th~ 

letter. I flatter my(elf you will do fo, when )<in 
t~colle[t 1 that this is my firfl: rtttempt fince { 
have learned to join my letters together. 1 have 
long laboured to acquire the pleafui-e of being 
able to write to you, <1nd beg you will he pIJafrd 
to ace ept of th is my fi rfl- offer-in gs ; and be aff utt.:.L,; 

A 5 Aly 



IO Lilliputian Letter--lf/riter. 
my conftant ftudy has been, and ever fuall belt to convince you how much I ctm, 

Your mofl: happy' and dutiful Daughter. 

LETTER If. 
From one Brother to another. 

YOUR letter, my dear brother, came fafe to hand. It gives· me great pleafure to find you f pend your time fo agreeably in the country, and, as our holidays are approaching, I hope foon to partake of th at pleafore with you. In waiting to have the happinefs of em­bracing you, believe me to be, 
Your moft affechonate brothe.r. 

L E T T E R IIL 
From a Brother to· a Sijler. 

I HERE fend you, my dear fill:er, a toy which I bought at the fair: our footman brings it you, a.nd I hope it will prove worthy of your 
acceptanie. 
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acce_ptance. Mr. Nichols ddires me to convey 
to you his compliments. Adieu. Sometimes 
think of me; but always believe me to be, 

.,, Your moft affetlionate Broth6iC. 

LETTER IV. 
9:o a Friend. 

I AM very forry, my dear friend, that my 
papa's commands were ' fo focden for our 

~eparture, that I could not call to take my 
leave of you; but I hope we fhall foon return 
to London, when I fhall have an opportunity­
of telling you ii:i perfon,- how fincerely I am 

Your mofi: fai~hful and affectionate Friendo 

LETTER V. 
Frcm ,ayoung Lady to her Parents, wijhing them 

a happy ne<vJ Y ear. 

A CCEPT, my deareft papa and ma.ma, tl1e 
compliments I pay you on the opening 

of the new year. May God grant you both 
A 6 perfect 



l-2 Li/liputian Letter-Writer. 
per feel: health, f pre ad over you his precious favours, and preferve you to the latefi age, for the happinef~ of your family, and mine in par,. iicular, who am, with the utmoft refpelt, my deareft papa and mama, 

Your rnoft humble and dutiful daughter. 

LETTER VI. 
From a JQung Lady tp her l\1amtt. 

PERMIT me, my dear mama, as well as my pen permits, or at lea!l:: as well as my infant hand i~ ai:>1tt to direct it, to tell you how fenfible I am of your goodnefs. Be perfuaded, that by my co1Jduct I will endeavour more and more to deferve your favou rs. My prayers ar~ <lay an<;! JJight offered up to heaven for your prefe1va­tion , nor are you ever in the day aqfept from piy thoughts. May God preferve you, and grant you every thing you wifh for from the gopd behaviour of 
- '{our q1ojl 4µtifµl ~n~ affellionate d ~ughter. 
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LETTER VU. 
From a young Gentleman to his Uncle. 

W E intend next Saturday, my dear uncle, 
to pay you a vifit. We fhall take a boat 

at the Tower, and land at Greenwich; for I have heard much of that fine hofpita1, and have a great defire to fee it. I long to be at your 
co.untry-houfe, and to a.tTure you how much I a~, my dear uncle, 

Your moft obedient fervant and nephew. 

L E T T E R VIII. 
From a young Gentleman to his .Actjuaintcmce. 

My dear Simpfon, 

W E have been at Windfor, and I mufl: 
confefs it is a mqfl: delightful place. We 

have paffed our time very agreeably ; yet I 
mu!l: own, that the.re is nothing like home and my ·books. I am very much fatigued with the 
journey, p.nd ca111. only add~ that I am 

¥ our fincere friend and humble fervant. 
LETTE.R 
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LETTER IX. 
<J'o a yo11ng Gentleman on the Reco<very of bis Health. 

I AM happy, my dear T ommy, in hearino- of the recovery of yo,ur health, and I couil'not avoid writing to you, to convince you how much I am interefted in your prefervat-ion. That you may long continue to enjoy the bleif­ings of health, is the moft fincere wifh of 
Your real friend and playfellowa 

LETTER X : 
The Anfrv;er to the abocz.Je .. 

Dear Sam, 

I RECEIVED your obli_ging letter, w_hich con­tains a frefh mark or your fnendfh1p for me, I am now, I thank God, erfectly recovered. I know not, whether I fhould not confider my laft illnefs as a puniih ment for my crime,. in rob­bing Mr. Freeman's orchard, breaking the boughs, and fpoilini the he ges. However, be 
that 
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that as it may, I will do fo no mofe. Believe me ever, 

Your real friend and fchoolfellow. 

LETTER xr. 
From one young Gentleman to another going ~ 

Voyage. 

I F1 >JD, my dear Jemmy, that you are·to accom­
pan y your papa in his voyage to Spain. I ear~ 

nefrly pray for the fuccefs of your voyage, and that it may pleafe God to enable you to furrnount all 
djfficulties, and at laft accomplifh your papa's 
defigns. While waiting for your _happy return, 
I ihall conftantly think of you, hoping that you 
will not forget me, and the many days of fun W t; have had together. Farewell, 

My dear Jemmy. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XII, 
tJ'he ,1nJ-wer to the preceding Letter. 

My dear Billy, 

I AM much obliged to you for the kind man ... ner in which you exprefs your concern fo1• my fafety, and believe me, that nothing could confole me in my feparation from you, but the cotnmands of my kind papa. ·I never !hall fo'rget thofe joyous hours we have fpent together, nor that 1 am 
My dear Billy's for ever. 

L E T T E R XII!. 
From a little Mifs on her going to Boarding-fihool. 

My pretty Charlotte, 

M. Y clothes are now packing up1 and I fleal _ a moment, with tears in my eyes, to take leave of you, to pay you a long farewell. I am now going to be feparated from you and my dear p arents, to pafs an age among fhan gers, where I fear I iliall never meet with a Charlotte .. 
~ l will, 
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f will, however, fiick clofe to IDY, books and my 
needle, that I may the fooner get back to you. 
Do let me hear often from you, and fill your 
letters as full as they can hold, for that only 
can confole 

Your unfortunate little but faithful Frienq, 

LETTER XIV. 
An dn.fwer to the preceding. 

I HOPE this will reach my dear Nancy before 
ilie fets off" for her boarding-fchool. Believe 

me, I am no lefs unfortunate than yourfelf in 
our approaching feparation ; but I will try all 
the little arts I am miftrefs of, to perfuade my 
papa and mama to let me follow you to the fame 
fchool. Should I fucceed, we lhall be happy 
together, and want no other company. Adieu1 
my deareft Nancy, for the prefent. 

LETTER XV. 
From a young Gentleman to his ajflzcled Playfellow. 

ALAS! my dear Harry, the great lofs you 
have experienced in the death of a wonhy 

and 
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and*indulgent father, pierces me to the heart; 
for I know how great was your affeclion for 
bim, a~d how fenfibly ' you muft feel for your 
lofs. I will call upon you to-morrow, and we 
will cry together; for as we always enjoyed our 
fports in company, why fhould we be feparated 
in our griefs? They tell me you do not cry, but fit in gloomy filence. I do not lik:e that ·; for 
tears eafe the heart, and give a paifage to tbe 
anguifh of the foul. That God may give you 
patience under this terrible calamity, is the moft 
fervent pra.yer of 

The partner of your mifery. 

LE TT ER XVI. 
In An/ewer to the abo'Ve. 

N OTHING but a letter from my dear Billy 
could awaken me from the deep and me­

lancholy gloom 1 was funk into. Your letter 
forced from my eyes a flood of tears, and my 
heart is more eafy. Am I not wicked in ex­
~laiming againft my hard fate, when it is 

a;n. 



Lilliputian Letter-Writer. r, 
undoubtedly the work, the pleafure of that great 
God, to whofe will we ought at all times to 
fubmit. Others, perhaps better children than 
myfelf, have experienced the like lofs, and more 
muff hereafter fobmit to the fame. How happy 
1hould I have been if I could have died in his 
ftead; but then I fhould have prevenved him 
going fo foon to heaven. My poor mama is in­
~onfolable, and my grief only adds to her's; I 
will therefore endeavour to conceal it. Lee me 
fee you to-morrow, which is all I can fay at 
prefent, but-what a father have I loft t 

L E T T E R XVII. 

From a little Jrllijs to her Brother in the Country. 

· My dear Sammy, ·yo U feem to make good the old proverb, 
· 01tt if Jight, out of mind. 1t is now two 

months fince I received a letter from you, and 
you [eem to forget, that we little maids do not 
'ijke to be treated with neglect. Yoq mufl: not 
f~tend to tell me, that, however foncl you may 

be 
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be of your books, that you could not fincl time 
to write to me in all this time. They tell me, 
that you fpend a great part of your leifure time 
in company with a little mifs about eight years 
of age, with whom you are very fond of reading 
and conver~ng. Take care, if I find that to be 
true, th<1:t I do not come down and pull her cap 
for her ; as for yourfelf, if you were within. 
reach of my little tongue, I would give you fuch 
a peal as fhould make you remember it fo r fame 
time to come. However, if you will write to 
me foon, I may poffibly fo rgive all that is paft,, 
and fl ill confi der myfelf as 

Your moft affectionate fifter. 

L E T T E R XV III. 
In .A11fwer to the preceding Letter. 

My dear fifte r, 

I AM forry I have given you fo much reafoa 
to compla;n of my negleB: of wri ting to yo u; 

but be affu red that l do not love yo u the lefs. I 
freely confefs, that the yo ung lady you com­
plain of has, in fome meafure, been the caufe ?f 

n ... 
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it. She is as fond of her book as I am, and I 
believe loves you on my account. I did not tell 
.:her what you threatened her with; but I am 
fore-, were you to come here on that errand, 
inftead of pulling her cap, you would embrace 
and love her. As to what you fay, with refpect 
to the effeB:s of your little t0ngue, I a:ffore you, 
I do not wifh to come within reach of it, when 
anger fets it in motion. / But it is the only 
weapon you little maids have to make ufe of iq 
yout own defence, and that mufr not be refufed 
you. However, as the holidays are now ap-· 
proaching, and I fuall foon fee you, I will do 
what I can in.futUI;e to avoid fetting your little 
alarum in motion when I fuall pay you a vifit, 
'Till then believe me 

Your moft affectionate brother~ 

LETTER, 
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LETTER XIX. 

From a little M afier on a /crrov.iful OcctJjimz, 

· Dear Billy, 
""\TOV know I alw t1 ys t ;i k e your advice in. 

J[_ matters of diffi CLJlty, and 1 never wanted 
it more t!~at on the prefe nc occafion. You mull 
know, that I was lately concerr. ed in hunting of 
a ~at, which afforded us f.n e f port. The cat, it 
.fihce appears, belo nged to the juftice of the 
peace, who, finding out tha t I was concerned ia 
the matter, m<1de his complaint to my papa. I 
was called up before them, and, being clofely 
charged with the crime, could not deny it: for. 
you know, we neicher of us can bear to tell a 
lye, be thr. confeqt1cnce what it will. My father-

, having promifed the jufiice I ihould be properly 
chafiifed, hi., w-orfhip went away perfet1 ly con­
tented; but certain I am, that I would rather 
have been foundly beaten, than receive ti~fo 
juft reproaches my dear father threw on me. 
" Tom (faid be to me, with a Hern air and fixed 
countenan ce) .l thou i htI h ad taug h t you to be-

lie .. re, , 
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lieve, that he who can be cruel and inhuman to 
brutes, would not fcruple occafionally to be fo 
to human creatures. Amidft the ihameful plea­
furn you took in tormenting an innocent cat, 
did not your heart once tel1 you that fuch fport 
was inhum an, that thofe who could take delight 
in wanton cruelty were worfe than the favages 
they hunted, and that one of the nobleft per­
fecrions of human nature was the feelings of 
humanity, even to the mofr infignificant ani­
mals, l may fay, from the horfe down to the 
fly? l f you do not bluih for yourfelf, I cannot 
help blufhing for you. This, indeed, is the firfi: 
charge of this nature that has been laid againft 
you, and I hope will be the laft; but, a~ you 
have raifed my anger againft you, get from my 
fight, and con fine your/elf clofely to yonr 
chamber for three days. By that cime, perbnps, 
my anger may be cooled, and I may forgive 
you." I was fo aihan,e:-d and confufed, that fo 
far from being able to make any reply, I dared 
DOt to look him in the face; but, after making 
the moft I efpc:ctful bow, ] retired t0 my cham­
ber drowned in tears. Now, my dear Billy,. as 

l know 
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l know my father is fond of you, and will liften 
to what you !hall fay, come and tell him that I 
am truely fenfible of my error, that I promife 
rnoft faithfully never to be again guilty of the 
like, and that I cannot live three days banifhed 
from his fight in anger. I am fenfible you are 
more fed ate than I am, and do not fuffer wicked 
boys to tempt you to do what you know is 
wrong; but pity me, and do not defert me in 
this day of diftrefs. Your reftoring me to my 
father's favour, will fiill encreale, if poffible, 
iPY efteem for you, 

LETTER XX. 
In fnfwer to the preceding Letter. 

My dear Tom, 

I. AM unhappy at hearing that you have fallen 
under the difpleafore of one of the moft in­

dulient f~thers that ever lived; but, as you feem 
truly fenfible of your tcrime, I will not increafe 
you affii<:!ion by reproaches. I will certainly 
call at your houfe this evening; and, if I can 

find 
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find the means of reftoring you to your father's favour, which I hope will not be difficult, I !ball 
confider it as one of the happieft moments in the life of 

Your fincere friend and playfellow. 

D ifferent Forms of Lilliputian M ejfages by Cards. 

-
~~:gc==>~P-~~.t..-

MISS Baldwin prefents her complim:!n rs to 
Mifs C l! rt is , and fhould be proud of the 

favour of her company this afternoon, at five VoL, V. B o'dock 
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o'clock, to affift, as one of the little goffips, at' 
the chriftening of her new doll. 

Mifs. Lepper prefents compliments to Mifs 
Penton, and fhould efteem her company as a 
favour this afternoon, at three, if not already 
engaged, to decide a queftion on an important 
piece of needle-work. 

Mafter Goodchild's compliments to Mailer 
Lovebook, and iliould be proud of his attend­
ance to morrow morning at ten, to attend the 

, learned Gulliver; who ,-vill then read a lecture 
on the means of becoming great and wife. 

Ma:il:er Lovebook's compliments to Mailer 
Goodchild ; fhould have been proud to a ttend 
the learned Gulliver's leaure; but his papa 
b eing much indifpofed, muft beg to be excufed 
attendance. 

Mifs Playfol's compliments to Mifs Thought­
ful, and b egs the favour of her company this 
e vening at fix,, to have· a game at romps, as her 
p apa a-nd mama will be gone out to fupper at 
Mr. and Mrs. Epicure's. 

Mi fs Thoughtful's compliments to Mifs 
Playful, and begs w be excuied partaking_of the 

pro-: 
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propofed game at romps, efpecially as both her 
mama and papa are abroad. Mifs Thoughtful 
employs all her leifor'e hours in readirtg the 
Lilliputian Library, from which fhe gains more 
in one hour, than fhe can from any kind of play 
in a t\velvemonth. 

Mafrer Temple prefents his compliments to 
Mafler Bufy, and begs rhe favour of his cim­
pany this nfternoo n, as foon as frhool is finifhed 1 

t o ailifi- him in finiil1ing his new kite. 
Mils Aiki n prefents compliments to Mifs 

Thompfon, and will wait on her this_after~oon~ . 
to drink tea with her, if not engaged. Mifs 
Aikin propofes to bring with her a very pretty 
fiory, entitled The White Cat, in order to read 
it to Mifs Thompfon. 

Mafler Forrefter's compliment to Mafler 
Carver, and begs the favour of his company, 
any time to -morrow, it being a holiday, to 
ailift him in m aking a pair of dump-moulds. 

Maft:er Carver's compliments to Mail.er For­
refl.er, and is very :.; nhappy that he cannot attend 
to his in_vitation, he bf!ing already engag~d to 
attend Ins papa a lie d e way out of town. 

B .z Mifs 
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Mifs Penton prefents compliments to the two 

Miffes Lepper, and .fhould e11eem their com­
panies this afternoon as a particular favour, in 
order to affift her to make up a new cap. Mifs 
Penton can fhow the young ladies a new-

' fa{hioned bonnet. 
Mafter Newton and his brothers prefent com­

pliments to Mafler Goodall, and beg ieave to 
acquaint him, that as they have now left fchool 
for the holidays, fhould be glad of his company 
this evening to partake of fame cakes and tarts. 

Mifs Jackfon prefents compliments to Mifs 
Johnfon on her fafe arrival from the coun try, 
and propofes, jf Mifs Joh nfon is not en gaged, 
to pay her a vifit this afternoon, at five. 

M,ifs Simpfon'5 compliments to Mifs Howe, . 
and {hould be proud of her company this after­
noon, to attend the Lilliputian concert. 

Mafler Avery prefents compliments to Mafler 
J ewfon, and hopes for the pleafore of his 
company to-morrow morning at nine, to pay a vifit to Col. Browne at Highgate, the coach 
Pying ordered to be at the. door at that time. 

'r !l·1l 
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LILLIPUTIAN LETTER - WRITER. 

PART II. 
Letters on Friend/hip, .Advice, and lr/11-u[tion, far little Mqfiers and Mijfes, who h~ve 1,arned to write well. 

LETTER I. 
On lndujlry and ldlenefi. 

T HE Jews have a proverb, that he who breeds not up his fon to fome trade, makes him a thief; and the Arabians fay, that an idle perfon is the devil's play-fellow. Therefore Mahomet has commanded them to exercife themfdves every day in fame manual occupation, Neither is the fultan upon his throne any more exempted from obedience to 
B 3 this 
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this ... univerfal precept than he who cleans tbe 
flreets. The foul of man is aB:ive as fire, and 
can no more ceafe from being bufy, than water 
can withhold itfelf from running out at every 
hole of a fieve. Men fhould be always exert­
ing their faculties one way or other, and thete 
1s no medium between good and evil. vVhofo­
ever is not employed in one, rnuft neceffary fall 
into the other. Thefe are the points to which 
all the lines of human aB:ions tend, the centres 
where all our affairs meet. 

May the Being who moves all things, yet is 
moved of none; who fets all the fprings and 
wheels of nature going, yet remains himfelf in 

. eternal reft; beholding all things pail:, prefenr, 
and to come, with one undivided glance;­
guard and proteEt us here; and give us eter­
nal happinefs in the life hereafter. 

Yours, &c,, 

LETTER 
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LETT ER II. 
From a Brother at home, to hir Siller abroad on 

a Viji.t, complaiuing of ~er not Writing. 
Dear Sifter, 

I MUST acquaint you how unkind it is taken 
by every body here, that we fo feldorn hear 

' from you; my mother, in particular, is not a 
little difpleafed, and fays, you are a very idle 
girl; my aunt is of the fame opinion, and 
none but rnyfelf endeavours to find excufes for 
you; but I beg you wi11 give me that trouble 
no more, and, for the future., take care to de­
ferve no rebuke, which you may eafily- do by 
writing foon and often. You are very fenfit-Qe 
how dear you are to us all ; think then . with 
yourfelf, whether it be right to omit giving us 
the only fatisfac1:ion that abfence affords to real 
friends, which is often to hear from one 
another, · 

Our befl: refpecls to Mr. and Mrs . Herbert, 
and compliments to all friends. 

From your very affetl:ionate brother, _ 
B4. LETTER 
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L E T T E R III. 
Cf'he Sijler' s An.fwer. 

Dear Brother, 

I 'LL not fet about finding excufes, but own my fault, and thank you for your kind re­proof; and - in return, I promife you never to be guilty of the like again. I write this im­mediately on the rece ipt of yours, to beg my mama'~ pardon, which you, l know can pro­cure; as alfo my aunt's, on this my promife of amendment. I hope you wilI continue to excufe a ll my little omiffions, and be aifored, 
1 

I am never fo forgetful of myfelf, as to neglecb my ,duty defignedly. I fhall certainly write to mama by next poll; this is juft going, which obliges me to conclude with my duty to dear mama, and fincere re(petts to .all friends. 
Your ever affectionate fift:er. 

LETTER 
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LETTER . lV . 
.4 Father's Advice to his Son at School. 

My dear Child, 

I COULD not give an higher proof of my. 
affection toward you, than the refo locion f. 

was obliged to exert, in fending you from me. 
I preferred your advantage to my own pleafore,, . 
and facrificed fondnefs to duty. I ilio uld have 
done this fooner, but waited till my enquiries 
had found out a perfon whofe characler might 
be re(ponfible for your education; and Mr. 
---- was, at length, my dioice, for that 
importan t trufr. He will be a fitter parent to 
you for the prefent times, than either of thofe 
you left behind you: he will fee you, as yot1 
are, wi thout the dangerous biafs of n:itura1 
affeaion: Bis approbation m uft be earned by 
merit ; ours mig ht be but the partiality of 
tender connexion: He is now the fub Hi tute of 
our authority ; and you are to con fid er, tbat 
the duty and fubmiilion which we had a claim 
tG, is, for a time, transfencd to him. Your 

B 5 obedience 



34 The Lilliputian Letter~Writer. 
obedience, then, will be without murmuring 
o.r reluctance; more efpecially, when you re­
fl.eB:, that a ftrilt attention to his appoint­
ments, an.cl an implicit compliance with his 
commands, are not cnly to form the ' rule of 
your fafe conducl: in this life, but to be 
the earneJl of your happinefs in the next. 

With regard to your fchool connexions, it 
mufl be impoffible for me to give you any in­
ilruction at prefent; for your affections will 
form tothemielves gcne r a1 attachments, till the 
improvement of your own fenfe and virtue 
-may enable you to diftinguifh refpecl:ive m erit 
in others : all that I fhali obfer:v~ ·to ycu upon 
this head, is, that it is very probable there may 
not be many among them who have been bet­
ter born than you are; but it is alfo as likely, 
that there may be as few who will not have 
the advantages of better fortunes; and I hope 
that this double confideration will excite you 
always to aEt up to that fpirit and chtiracl:er 
which becomes your family; an<l at the fame 
time to behave with foch ceconomy and hu­
rnili ty, as befits your circ nrnftan ces, 

Iam 
l 
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I am not fo vain as to imagine, that yo11 

are now capable of comprehending the full . 
fcope of this letter; but I intreat that you will 
keep it by you till you are. I do not write 
to your prefent apprehenfions, but to that 
underftanding and virtue, which, I truft in 
God, and Mr. ----'s tuition, you will 
very foon acquire. I exercife a fondnefs, ·:r 
fulfil a duty, I confer my bleffing, and am, 
my deareft child, your truely affectionate fa­
ther. 

LETTER V. 
A Son's Letter at S_choo/,to bis Fat her. 

Honoured Sir, ·1 AM greatly obliged to you for all your 
favour;;; all I have to hope is, that the 

progrefs I make in my learning will be no dif­
agreeable return for the fame. Gratitude, 
duty, and a view of futu're advantages, all 
contribute to make me thoroughly fenfible 
how much I ought to labour for my own im · 

'.B 6 improvement~ 
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provement, and your fatisfaction, and to fhow 
myfelf upon all occafions, 

Your moft obedient, and ever dutiful foa. 

LETTER VI. 

From M1·, Pope to Mr. Steel, on Sickne/s and 
dying young. 

YOU formerly obferved to me, that nothing: 
made a more ridiculous figure in a man''s 

life th an the difparity we often find in him, 
:fick and well : thus one of an unfortunate con­
ftitution is perpetually exhibiting a miferable 
example of the weaknefs of his mind, and of 
.bis bociy, in their turns. I have had freguent 
opportu nities oflate to confider rnyfelf in rhefe 
cliffe"re nt views, and I hope have received fome 
advantage by it, if what Waller fays be true, 
that 

The foul's dark cottage, battet'd and decay'd, 
L ets in new l ight, thro' chinks th at time has made: 

Then fureiy ficknefs, contributing no lefs than 
old age to the fhaking down this foaffolding 

of 
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of the body, may difcover the inward ihucl:ure 
more plainly. ,Sicknefs is a fort of early old 
age: it teaches us a diffidence in our earthly 
11:ate, and infpires us with the thoughts of 
a future, better than a thoufand volumes of 
philofophers and divines. It gives fo warning 
a concuilion to thofe props of our vanity, our 
-firength and youth, that we then think of for­
tifying ourfelves within, when there is fo little 
dependence upon our outworks. Yoarh, at 
the very heft, is but a betrayer of human Jife 
in a gentler and fmoother manner than age : 
lt is like a ftream that nourifhes a plant upon 
a bank, and caufes it to flourifh and blo:fforn 
to the fight, but, at the fame time, is under­
mining it at the root in fecret. My youth has 
dealt more fairly and openly with me; it has 
afforded feveral prof petl:s of my danger, and 
given me an advantage not. very common to 
young men, that the tranfotl:10ns of the world 
.have not dazzled me very much; and I begin 
where moft people end, with a foll convictio n 
of the emptinefs of all forts of ambition, and 
the unfatisfactory nature of all human plea.fore. 

_ When 
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When a fmart fit of ficknefs tells me this fcur .. 
vy tenement of my body will fall in a little 
time, I am e'en as unconcerned as was the 
l10neft Hibernian, who, being in bed in the 
great ftorm fome years ago, and to!d the houfe 
would tumble over his head, made anfwer, 
" What care I for the houfe, I am only a 
lodger." When I reflect what an inconfider­
able little attom every fingle man js, with re­
fpect to the whole creation, methinks it is a 
lliame to be concerned at the removal of fuch a 
trivial animal as I am. The morning after 
my exit, the fun will rife as bright as ever, 
the flowers fmell as fweet, the plants fpring 

.as green, the world will proceed in its old 
courfe, people will laugh as heartily, and 
marry as faft as they ufed to do. " The me­
mory of man (as it is elegantly expreifed in 
the Book of Wifdom) paifeth away as the re­
memberance of a guefl: that tarrieth but one 
day ." There are reafons enough, in the fourth 
chapter of the fame book, to make any young 
man contented with the , profpect of death. 
" For honourable age is not that which fiande~h 

lA 
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in length of time, or is meafured by the num~ ber of years. But wifdom is the grey hair to men, and an unf potted life is old age. He was taken away fpeedil)', left wickednefs :!hould alter his underftanding, or deceit be­
guile his foul," c.5 c. 

I am yours, &c. 

L E T T ER VII. 
CJ'o a_Latly, inviting her to a Party o_f Pleaji,re, 

Dear Madam, 

PEOPLE are interefted who invite you to be 
of their parties, becaufe you are fore to make them agreeable: this is a reafon why 

you will not perhaps always comply when you are a!ked to be of them ; but it is certainly a caufe of your being folicited oftener than any woman in the world. After you was gone yefterday, Mr. Bohun propofcd an expedition 
to Richmond for to-morrow; and he req ueH:ed me (for he thought he had no title to foch a liberty himfolf) to tell you that all underftood 

you 
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you to be of the par-ty, though you happened 
to be out of the way when it was propofed. 

I hope you are not engaged ; the weather 
promifes to be favourable, and your company 
you know how we value. I need not tell you, that 
we ihall fuppofe it a matter of form if you are 
abfent: what we fhall think it if you go with 
us, you will know when you remember what 
every body thinks who has the pleafure of your 
company. I beg you will not invent an ex­
cufe, but go with us. 

I am, with the greateft fincerity, 
Dear Madam, 

Your mofl: obedient humble fervant._ 

L E T T E -R VIII. 

L etter of Cf'hanks, &c. 

I Received the favour of yours, with a very 
k ind pre lent ; a nd know not indeed, at 

this ti me, any other way to fhow my gratitude, 
t~1an by my hea rty chanks for the fa me. Every 
thing you do cairies a charm with it; your 

manner 
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manner of doing it is as agreeable as the thing 
done. In fhort, fir, my heart is full, and 
would ov,erfl.ow with gratitude, did I not 1top, 
and fubfcribe myfelf, 

Your mofl: oblig.ed, 
And obedient humble fervant. 

LETTER IX. 

From an elder Brother to a younger, gi<V£ng good 
· Adcvice. 
Dear Brother, 

AS you you are now gone from home, and 
are arrived at years of difcretion, I 

thought it not amifs to put you in mind, that 
our childifh affairs ought now to be entirely 
laid afide, and infread of them, more ferious 
thoughts, and things of more confequence, 
fhould take place; whereby we may add to the 
reputation of our family, and gain to ourfelves 
the good efieem of being virtuous and diligent 
i n life, which is of great value, and ought to 
be ft u-0ied beyond a.ny trifling amufements 

what~ 



42 - 'l'he Lilliputian letter-Writer. 
whatfoever, - for it wil.l be an ornament 1n 
youth., and a comfort in old age. 

You have too much good-nature to be of­
fen~ed at my advjce, _efpecially when I affore 
you, that I as :fincerely wiih your happinets 
and advance'ment in life as I do my own. We 
are all, thank _ God, very w~ll, and defi.re to 
be remembered to you : pray write as often as 
opportunity and leifure will permit ; and be 
affured a letter from you will always give great 
pleafore to all your friends here, but to none 
more than your moft affectionate brother, and 
fi.ncere humble fervant, &c. · 

LET 'I' ER X. 
Hijfory of ,Human Lzfe. 

REMEMBER, my fon, that human life is 
the journey of a day. We rife in the 

morning of youth, full of vigour, and full of 
expectation; we fet .forward with fpirit and 
hope, with gaiety, and with diligence, and 
travel on awhile, in the ftrait road of piety, 

towarch 
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towards the rnanfwns of refr. In a fhort time 
we remit our fervour, and endeavour to find 
fome mitigation of our duty, and fame more 
eafy means of obtaining the fame end. We 
then relax ou-r vigour, and refolve no longer to 
be terrified w~th crimes at a difl:ance, but rely 
upon our own confl:ancy, and venture to ap­
proach what we refolve never to touch. We 
thus enter the bowers of eafe and repofe in the 
:fhades of focurity. Here the heart foftens, and 
and vigilance fubfides; we are then willing to 
enquire, whether another advance cannot be 
made, and whether we may not, at leaf!:, turn our 
eyes upon the gardens of pleafure. yv e approach 
them with fcruple and hefitation ; we enter 
them, b 1.1t enter timorous and trembling, and 
always hope to pafs through them without 
lofing the road of virtue, which we, fer a 
while, keep in our fight, and to which we 
propofe to return. But temptation focceeds 
temptation, and one compliance prepares us 
for another; we, in time, fofe the happinefs 
of innoc~nce, and folace our difquiet with fen-

, foal gratifications. lly degrees we let fall the 
remem 0 
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rememberance of our original intention, and 
quit the only adequate object of rational defire. 
We entangle ourfelves in bufinefs, imr,nerfe 
ourfelves in luxury, and rove through the laby­
rinths of inconftancy ; till the da.rknefs of old 
age begi·ns to invade us, and difeafe aod anxi­
ety obilruct our way. We then look back upon 
our lives with horror, with farrow, v1ith re­
pentance; and wifh, but too often vainly wifh, 
that we had not forfaken the ways of virtue. 

LETTER XL 
A jhort Defcriptio:n of London. 

LAST night I arrived at London, after an 
agreeable journey of two days, an~ an 

abfence from three months of this fcene of hurry 
and confufion : every place feems to wear a 
new garb, and every object appears very odd 
and uncouth to the eye. I cannot, as yet, re­
concile my thoughts to fo fodden a tranfition; 
t_he pleafing rememberance of the p1eafores I 

enjoyed 
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enjoyed with you, are not to be fo foon for­
gotten. 

Oh happy iliades ! delightful walks ! With 
what pleafure have I rifen with the fun, to 
enjoy- the cool, the fragrant breeze, that ever 
breathes around you! To {hay through the 
flowery meadi 1 and verdant fields, where peace 
and harmlefs pleafures ever reign ! To hear 
the fearing lark, and all the tuneful choir, in 
conceJt fi.ng l This, this, my friend, was joy, 
a joy unknown to pomp and power! To roam 
with thee at foch an hour as this ! To mark 
each diilant fcene, and meditate on all that's 
great and good ! It was joy, it was worldly 
blifs complete l 

But now, Oh what a change! Around me 
:ill is noire: Ambition here has· placed her re.fi­
lers throne; few, very few, enjoy the tranquil 
hour; they know no blifs but that of power 
and pride.-Gold, glittering go: d, engages 
every heart. For that, what coils, what cares 
poor mortals undergo! For that, am I not 
forced to 41i1it the rurnl fhades, the peaceful 

grovi,, 
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groves, and, more, my deareft friend ?-But 
it is my lot, and I mufr be content. r ·· 

LETTER XII. 

lnruitation of a Lady into the Cotmtry. 

My dear Harriot, . 

I DO not know whether I flatter myfelf with 
an opinio1. of your fpeaking to me the other 

day with an uncommon airoffriendfhip, or whe­
ther I am fo happy to hold that place, of which 
I fhou1d be fo ambitious in your efieem. I 
thought yon fpoke with concern at our parting 
for the fommer, on our family's retiring into 
the country. For bea;-c n's fake, rny dear~ 
what can you do all the dull feafon in L~rndon? 
Vauxhall is not fQr more than twice; and I 
think Ranela~th one would not fee above half a 
dozen times i'i'.i tJ-1e year. What is it then you 
find t_o entertain you in an empty town for tour 
or five months together? I · would fain per­
foad e you not to be in love with fo difagree­
able a pla~e, and I have an incereft in it; 

2 ior 
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fo r I am a petitioner to you to fi:ay this furn­
mer with us, at le aft I ·beg you will try. We 
go, my dear, on. Monday: will you go with 
us? F or there is a place in the coach; or will 
you c~me when we are fettled? I atn greatly of 
o pinion that it "'vill pleafe you. I a:-m fore I 
11eed not tell you we !hall do all we can to ren­
der it agreeable, or that you will make us very 
happy in complying with the invitation. · 

You have not feen our houfe; but it is a very 
p leafan t one. There are fine profpeB:s fr om 
the park~ and a river runs through the garden ; 
110r are we quite out of the way of entertain­
ment. You know there is a great deal of com­
pany about the place; and we have an affembly 
wirhin a mile of us. What !hall I fay elfe to 
t empt you to come? Why, I will tell you, 
tha t you will make us all the happieft p eople 
in the vwrld; and that 1,vhen you are tired, you 
fhall not be teafed to Hay. Dear H arriot , think 
of i t ; you will confe r an obl igat ion on her;J 
who is, with the truefr refpecl:, 

Your affeclionate friend .. 

LETTER 
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L E T T E R XIII. 
LAURA to AuREpA. 

COULD your importunity have prevailed with my brother to have left me in Lon. don, you had heen free from the vexation that I !hall certainly give you, by making you the confidept of all my country adventures; and I hope you will relieve my chagrin, by telling me what the dear bewitching bufy world is doing, while I am idly faui:itering away my • time in rural fhades. How happy are you , my dear Aurelia! how I envy you the enjoy­ment cf duil:, of crowds, and noife, with all the polite hurry of the beau monde ! 
My brother brought me hither to fee a cnu.n­try feat he has lately purchafed : he would fain perfuade me it is finely fituated; but l fhould th.inkit more finely fituated in the Mall, or even in Cheapfide, than here. Indeed, I hardly know where we are, only that it is at a dreadful diftance from the theatre royal,_ from the opera, from the mafq uerade, and every thing in this 

world 
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world that is worth living for. I can fcarce tell 
you whither to direct your letters; we are cer-

, t_ainly at the end of the earth, onrthe borders of 
the continent, the limits of the habitable globe; 
under the polar ftar, among wild people and 
favages. I thought we .fhould never have come 
tb the end of our .. pilgrimage; nor could I.for,. 
bear afk.ing my brother, if we were to travel. by 
d:iy land to the antipodes; not a rnile,but feem­
ed ten, that carried me from London, the 
centre of all my joys. The country is iny 
averfion; I hate trees and hedges, fl:eep hills, 
and filent vallies: the fatyrifrs may laugh, but 
to me 

Green fields, and !ha!3y groves, and cryftal fprings,9 
And larks, and nig ht ingales, are odious things. 

I had rather hear London cries, with the rat­
tle of coaches, than fit liftening to the melan­
choly murmur of purling brooks, or all the 
wild m ufic of the woods ; the fmell of violets 
give me the hyftericks; fre!h air murthers m~; 
my confiitution is not robufi: enough to bear 
jt; the cooling zephyrs wm fan me into a 
catarrh, if I fray here much longer, If thefe 

VoL, V. C are 
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are the feats of the Mufes, let them unenviecl 
enjoy their glittering whimfies, and converfe 
with the vifionary beings of their own forming. 
I have· no fancy for dryads and fairies, nor the 
leaft prejudice to hum ah fociety; a mere earthly 
beau, with an embroidered coat, fuits my tafre 
better than an tairy lover with his fhining tref­
fes and rainbow wings. 

The lober twilight, which has employed fo 
many foft defcriptions, is with me a very dull 
period ; nor does the rnoo_n ( on which the 
poets doat) with all her ftarry train, delight 
me half fo much as an affembly-room illumi­
nated with wax candles: this is what I fhould 
prefer to the glaring fun in his meridian fplen­
dour: day-light makes me fick, it has fomerhing 
in it fo common and vulgar, that it fee ms · 
:fitter for peafants to make hay in, or country 
Iaffes to fpin by, than for the ufe of people of 
difl:inchon. You pity me, I know, dear Aure­
Jia, in this deplorable Hate; t.he w-hole creation 
is a blank to me, it is all joylefs and defolate. 
In whatever gay imag-e s the mufes have dreffed 
thefe ruftic abodes, I have not penetration 

4 enough 
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enough to difcover them. Not the flowery 
field, nor fpangled iky, the rofy morn, nor 
balmy -evening, can recreate my thoughts : I 
am ,neither a religious nor poetical enthufiaft; 
and without either of thefe qualifications, 
what ihould I do in :filent retreats and pen­
:G.ve ihades? I find myfelf little at eafe in 
thi~ abfence of the noify diverfions of the 
town _; it is hard for me to keep up my fpirits 
in leifore and retirement: it makes me anxi ­
oufl.y inq uifitive what will be.come of me when. 
my breath flies away: Death, that ga!Hy phan­
tom, perpetually intrudes on my folitude, and 
fome doleful knell, from a neig~bouring 
fteeple, often calls upon me to rummate on 
coffins and fonerals, graves and gbomy fepul­
chres. As thefe difmal fobjecl:s put me in the 
vapours, and mak~ me fl:art at my own fha­
dow, the foon er I come to town the better ; 
and I wifh, my dear Aurelia, you would oblige 
me fo far as to lay a fcheme for my efcape. 
Adi0U, 

C2 LETTER 
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L E T T ER XIV. 

Prorves lif/omen of equal [J_nde1flanding <·with klek• 

rf N ancient times, when mankind began to 
J. frame themfelves into focieties and fiates, 
the male part, perceiving they were born with 
greater bodily flrength than the female, vainly 
concluded, they were originally jndued with 
greater fenfe, and nobler fouls; fo, partially 
arrogated to themfelves the foperiority, at the 
fame time that they refufed, ve.ry unfairly, the 
fame law of reafon to an horfe, though they 

_acknowledge him to be an animal of greater 
firength than they. 

Uneducated, and unimproved; or, what is 
worfe, condemned to a wrong e0ucation, it js 
as unfair to cenfure us for the weaknefs of our 
undedl:andings, as it would be to blame the 
Chinefe women for little feet; for neither is 
owing to the imperfection of nature, but to the 
conftraint of cuftom. 

When women then a!Tociate themfelves with 
men of moderate undedlandings, it is cnly be­

caufe 
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iaufe it is natural and reafonable to prefer that 
degree of fenfe, which they comprehend, to 
that which is beyond tbeir apprehenfion, and. 
this is nothing more than you would do your­
feif; for I do not know what pleafure you 
could have in company with a rabbi, merely 
for his underftanding Hebrew, of which you 
hardly know the type. 

I believe that women always prefer men of 
the heft fenfe, as far as the limits of their own 
-underftanding extend ; beyond which it would 
be enthufiafm, not .rational affeB:ion, to carry 
their regards. I con fefs, indeed~ that there 
mu!l: be an entire equality between the rivals, 
with regard to fortune, titles, drefs, perfon, 
&c. before the fuperiorty of underftanding can 
have the chance of being confidered. But then 
this is owing to the falfo biafs of female edu­
cation, which directs us to wrong means of 
happinefs; and, inftead of being cenfored for 
our error, we ought to be pitied for not being 
tendered capable of judging right. 

Henceforward, therefore, I interditl: you, 
wife fools, from the unj uftnefs of any fat ire, 

C 3 again.ft 
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againft our fex, till you have, by a proper and 
more liberal education, given our noble and 
jngenuous natures fair play to exert themfelves. 
Do this, if ye dare, ye imperious tyrants, and 
ye £hall fee how fmali we will make you. Oh t 
let us or,ce be free; for know, that arts and 
fcicnces cannot raife their heads under defpotic 
fway. 

I fhall mention but one thing more, which ap­
pears to me aYery natural thought, that Provi­
dence certainly intended women, rather th:ut 
men, for the ftudy and conter.!plation of philofo­
phy and fcientific knowledge ; as the delicacy 
of our frame feems fitter for [peculation than 
a&ion; and our home-province affords us greater 
leifure than men ; who, from their robufr and 
active natures, feem calculated more for bufi­
nefs, labonr, and mechanic arts. Out, then, 
ye vile ufurpers of our natural rights and liber­
ties; and oh ! for an army ot Amazons to 
vindicate our wrongs. 

Jane Montague. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XV. 
A jingular Method to dri<Ve'- away Grief. 

Dear Harry, 

LAST po.ft brought me the pleafing account 
. of your recovery; furely fame fylph , whofe 
ch_arge. I am, contrived that it fhould then ar­
rive, even in the blackeft hour of ·all my life, 
-when my fpirits were funk to fuch an ebb, to­
gether with my own •uneafinefs, and fear for 
you, that nought within this fublunary fphere, 
but thou alone, couldft raife them. - . -

Now, · give me leave to tell you, that no­
thing, but the joy I feel at your returniBg 
health could make me bear the remainder of 
your letter with patience; if your phyficians 
had not pronounced you out of danger, I 
iliould have done it, from your writing in fo 
peevifh a manner; for you fay of yourfelf, and 
I hav_e once or twice remarked ir, that, w hea 
you are ill, you feel. more tendernefs, h uma­llity, aud ~ood-natu.re about you, than at any 

C + other 
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other time ; which is C\mt~ary to the general 
opfervation, that p'tlrfo-ns .. in ficknefs, pain, or 
age, even at ~ofe feafo,n,s w.h~n they, mofi H:and 
in need of comforts of fociery, and the affiJ1ance 
of their friends, do then more particufarly, and 
a·bfordly too, contrive to deprive· them{e]ves of 
both, by ill-humour, and perverfene{s of tem­
per. •Perhaps, Providence has wifely implant­
ed this w,e,aknefs in human nature, to take off 
fom€what of the concern, we fhould otherwife 
b,e too fenfible of, for the ficknefs or death of 
o,ur friends or parents ; which is fornething 
like the ·good-natu.red expedient I heai:d mad~ 
ufe of bx, a gentleman, who frequently retired 
to ·the. co.untry to fee his fath,er during his va­
cation of bufinefs at Dublin, and had a little 
brother there, \YhQ was fo extremely fond of 
hig:i, ·as to cr.y for a week after his departure; 
heing informed thereof, ne ever afcer contr,iv-€d 
to pick fome-qua.rrel with the boy, the m·otning 
he: ·was to go awa.y ; this fucceeded fo weU, .that 
the little fel1ow ufed to cail for his horfes-~ and 
cry,, " Well, f ~IJl. glad -you a:re li}Ot 1!0 .ilic\:y 

' her© 
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here another day." But, indeed, I generally 
obferve you fcold me when you find me me­
lancholy; a·t leafi, I perceive it more then as 
if I was a crofs child, to be chid into good. 
humour. Adieu ! 

C,. 
) 
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LILLIPUTIAN LETTTER-WRIER. 

P A R T III. 

H!Jlorical and Mifcel?aneous Letters, to correfl 
· the Style, and improve the Jdind. 

LET TE R I. 

Jly Mr. Gay, gi<ving an Account of two Lo<vers 
fl ruck, dead hy the fa1t;e F lajb of Lightning 

Stanton-Harcourt, Aug. 1718. 

T HE only news that you can expect from 
me here, is news from heaven, for I am 

qni te oot of the world; and there j5 fcarce any 
thing th at can reach me, except the noife of 
th un der, which undouhtedly you have heard 
too. V./ e have read, in old authors, of high 
t owers' Ievell ed by it to the ground, while the 
humble vallies have efcapcd: the cnly thing 

that 
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,hat is proof again.fl it is the laurel., which how­

ever i take to be no great fecurity to the brains 

of !!lodern authors. Butt.'.) let you fee t11at the 

cnnt :-ary to thi~ often happens, I mufl: acquaint 

you, that the higheCT: and moil: extravagant heap 

of towers in the univerfe, which isin this neigh~ 

bc ar hood, fta•nd ftill uudefaced, while a cock 

'of barley in cur n_ext field has been confumed 

to i.fhes. Wo1Jld to God that this heap of 

barley bad been alL that ba<l perifhed ! For un= 

_happily beneath this little £helter fat two much 

more con ilan t Iov<:>rs than ever were found in 

romance 1 under the fhade of a beech tree.' 

John Hewit was a well-fet man, of abo~t five­

and-twenty; Sarah Drew might be rather ca l­

led comely than beautiful, and was about the 

fame age. They had paired through the va­

rious labours of the year together, with the 

greateft fatisfaction. If fhe milked, it was his 

morning and ovening care to bring the cows to 

her hand. It was but laH fair that he bought 

her a prefent of green filk for her il:raw hat, 

and the pofy on hl:ir fil vel· ring . was of his 

choofing. Their love wa.s the talk of the 

C 6 whol&: 
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whole neighbourhood; for fcandal never af­
:firmed, that :he had any other views than the 
lawful poffeffion of her in marriage. It was 
that very morning that he had obtained the 

· confent of her parents, and it was but till the 
next week that they were to wait to be happy: 
perhaps in the intervals of their work, they 
were now talking of their wedding-clothes, 
and John was fuiting feveral forts of poppies 
and field flowers to her complexion} ; to choofe 
her a knot for her wedding-day. While they 
were th us bufied (it was on the laft of July, 
b etween two and three in the afternoon) the 
clouds grew black, and fuch a fl:orm of light• 
ning and thunder enfued, that all the labour­
ers made the hell: of their way to what ihelter 
the trees and hedges afforded. 

Sarah was frighted, and fell down in a fwoon 
on ,a heap of barley. John, who never feparated 
from her, fat down by her fide, having raked 
together two or three heaps, the ~etter to fe­
cure her from the fl:orm. Immediately there 
was heard fo loud a crack, as if heaven had 
fplit afunder; every one was now felicitous 

for 
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for the fafety of his- neighbour, and called for 

one ano ther throughout the field: no anfwer 

being returned to thofe who called to our 

lovers, they fiept to the place where they 

lay ; they perceived the barley all in a 

fmoke, and fpied this faithful pair, John 

wi.th one arm about Sarah's neck, and the other 

held over her, as to fcreen her from the light­

ning. They were ftruck dead, and ftiffened iH 
this tender pofiure. Sarah's left eye -brow was 

finged, 
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finged, and there appeared a black fpot on her 
breaft: her lover was all over black, but not 
the leaft figns of life were found in either. 
Attended by ·their melancholy companions, 
they were conveyed to the town, and the next 
day we!"e interred in Stanton-Harcourt church­
yard . My Lord Harcourt, at Mr. Pope's and 
my requeft, has caufed a ftone to be placed 
over them, upon condition that we fornifh the 
epitaph, which is as follows: 

When Eaftern lovers feed the fun'ral fire, 
On the fame pile the faithful pair expire: 
Here pitying heaven that virtue mutual found, 
And blafl:ed both, that it might neither wound, 
Hearts fo fincere th' Almighty faw well pl eas'd, 
Sent bis own lightning, and the vittims feis'd. 

But in.y Lord is apprehenfive that the coun t ry 
people will not underila~d this ; and Mr. Pope 
fays he will make one with forriething of fcriR­
ture in it, and v,:ith as little of poetry as Hop­
kins and Sternhold. 

The epitaph wa:, this: 
• I Near 
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; 

Near this place lie the bodies of 

Jo H N HE w 1 TT and MARY DRE w, 

an indufirious young man 

and virtuous maiden of this parifh ; 

who, being at harveft.work, 

(with feveral others,) 

were~ in Ol}e infl:ant, killed by lightning~ 

the laft day of July, 1718. 

Think not, by rig'rous judgement feis'd,_ 

A pair fo faithful could expire; 

Victims fo pure heav'n faw well pleas'd, 

And fnatch'd them in celefiial fire. 

Live well, and fear no fodden fate; 

When God calls Virtue to the grave~ 

Alike 'tis ju fiice, foon or late, 

Mercy alike to kill or fave. 

Virtue, unrnov'd, can hear the caII, 
And face the flafh that melts the ball. 

. 
LET .. 
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LETTER IL 
Pliny to Tacitus, gh.1ing an Account of the great · Eruption of Mount Vefuvius. 

Y OUR requeft, that I would fend you an account of my uncle's death, in order to tranfrnjc a more exacl tranflation o'f it to pof­terity, deferves my acknowledgments; for if this accident fhould be celebrated by your pen, the glory of it, I am well aifured, will be ren,. dered for ever illufl:rious. And notwithfl:and­ing he perifhed by a misfort~me, which, as it involved at the fame time a mofi: beautiful country in ruins, and defiroyed fo many popu­lous cities, feems to promife him an everlafl:ing rememberance; and although he has himfelf compofed many and laHing works, yet, I am p<:'rfuaded, the mentioning him in your immor­tal writings, will veatly contribute to eternize his name. He was at that time wich the fleet u~cler his command at l.VLfenum. On the 23d of Augufr, about one in the art ernoon, my mo­ther deii.rcd-him to obferi'e ~ cloud, which a.p-
pearc4 
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peared of a very unufual fize and fuape: he 

had juft returned from taking the benefit of the 

fun, and after bathing himfelf in ~old water, 

and taking a fljght repaft, was r~tired to his 

fiudy: he immediately arofe and went out upon 

an emjnence, from whence he might more 

d-iftincl.ly view this uncommon appearance, It 
was not, at that diftance, difcernable from what 

mountain this cloud i{foed; but it was found 

afterwards to afrend from Mount Vefuvius. 

I cannot give you a more exact defcription of 
its 
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,its figure, than by refembling it to tha.t of a pine-tree, for it fhot up a great height in the form of a trunk, which extended itfelf at the top into a fort of branches ; occafioned, I ima­gine~ either by a fodden guH: of air that im­pelled it, the force of which decreafed as it ad­vanced opwards; ·or the cloud itfelf, being preifed back again by its Qwn weight, ex­panded in this manner. It appeared fornetimes bright, and fometirnes dark .and fpotted, and was more or lefs impregnated with earth or cinders. This extraordinary ph.:enornenon ex­cited my uncle's philofophical curiofity to take a neaTer view of it. He ordered a light veffel to be got ready, and gave me the liberty, if I thought proper, to attend him. I rather chofe to .continue my ftudies; for, as it happened, h'e had given me an employment .of that kind. As he wa.s corning out of the hou(e, he received a note from Rectina, the wife of Baffu., wha was in the uttermoft alarm, at the imminent danger which threatened her ; for her villa be­ing fituattid at the foot of Mount Vefuvius, there . was no way to efcape but by fea ; ilie 

earneftly. 
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fa.rneftly intreated him, therefore, to come to 

her ailillance. He accordingly ,_ hanged his firfr ' 

defi gn ; and what he began with a philofophi­

c al, he purfued with an heroical turn of mind. 

He ordered the gallies to put to fea, and went 

himfelf on board with an intention of ailifl:ing, 

not only Reclina, but feveral others (for the 

villas fiand extremely thick upon that beautiful 

coafr ;) when hafrening to the place from 

wh ence others fled with the utmoft terrour,,he 

fleered his direcl courfe to the 'point of danger, 

and with fo much calmnefs al'l.d prefence of 

mind, as to be able to make and dictate his 

obferv ations upon the motion and figure of that 

dreadful fcene He was now fo near the moun­

tain, that the cinders, which grew thicker and 

hotter the nearer h e approached, fell into the 

ib ips, together with pumice-fl:ones and black 

pieces of burning rock: they were likewife in 
danger not only of being a ground by the fod­

den retreat of the fea, but alfo from the vaft 
fragments which rolled down from the moun­

tain, and ob11:ruB:ed all the fhore. Here he 

iopped to confider whether ~e ihould return 
back 
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back again, to which the pilot advifed hrm -'' fortune (fays he) befriends ~he brave; carr:r rneto Pompomanu s."· Pompomanus was t hen J t Stabi~, feoarat ed by a gulph, which the f.<!, afrer fever'al infenfibl e windings, forms uo0n that fhore. He had already fe nt his b:ig_c_':1;:":! on board; for though he wa, not at th at time in atl:ual danger, yet being within the view of it, and indeed extremely near, if it fho ulcl in the Ieaft increafe, he was determin ed to p ut to fea as foo n as rhe wi nd fh ould chan ge. 1 t was favourable, h ov,,eve,r) for carryin g my uncle ro Pomponianu ~, whom he fo und in the greatea conltcr na tion. He e mb raced him with te nder­nefs, encouraging and exhort ing h i m to 1-ccp up his fpiiit s ; and, the mo re to diilipate hs fears, he ordered, wi th an air of unconccr·.1. the baths t o be got ready; when, after 11aving bathed, he fat down to fopper with g:'C'J.t chearfulnefs, or at leafr (what is equ, lly he­ro i.c) with all th.e appearance of 1t. In the m ean while, the eru p tion from Mou nt ·,1 fu­vius fl amed out from fe veral places with much violenc;, which the darknefs of the nigh t con-

tributc-1 
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1ributed to render frill more vifible and dread­

f d. But my uncle, 1n order to fo othe the ap­

prehenfions of his friend, affured him it was 

ccl_y the b_urning of the village~, which the 

c••,intry people had abandoned to the flames. 

Ji her this he retired to reft; and, it is moft 

,;:nrain, he was fo little difcompofed as to fall 

:into a deep fleep; for, being pretty fat, and 

b.:eu iring hard, thofe who attended without 

:.[\ •, ally heard him fnore. The court which 

Jd to his apartment being now almoft foll of 

fi < J,t:> and aihes, :if he had continued there any 

ti,:-.:! lo nger, it would have been impoffible for 

}·ir,, to have made his way out; it was thought 

propn therefore to a~·aken him. He got up, 

a;d w~n t to Pomponi:mus and the reit of his 

<. ornpan y, wh o were not unconcerned enough 

to think of going to bed. They confulted to­

g•:ther , whether it would be mofr pruden t to 

t1 o {~ to their houfes, which now fhook from 

li de to fide with frequent and violent concuf­

Jions , or Aee to the open fi elds, where the cal­

cined Hones and cinders, though light indeed, 

yet fd1 rn large il10 wers, and threatened de-
firuchon, 



It 
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ftrucl:ion. In this diftrefs they refolved for the fields, as the le fs dangerous· fituation of th~ two: A refolution, which, while the refr of the company were hurried in, by their fears, my uncle ~m braced upon cool and deliberate confiderations. They went out, then, having pillows tied upon th eir heads with napkins; and this was their whole defence againft the ftor;n of ftones tha.t fell round them. Tnough it was now day every where elfe, with them it was darker th an the moft obfcure night, ex~ cepting only what light proceeded from the fire and flames. They thought proper to go down farther upon the fhore, to obferve if they might fafely put out to fe a, but they found the waves ftill run extremely high and boifl:erous. There my uncle, having drank a _draugh,t of cold water, rhr~w hirnfelf down upon a cloth which was fpread for him; when immediately the flames, and a fhong fmell of fulphur, which was the foreru nner of them, difpe1fed the refl of the company, an d obliged him tO arife. He raifed hi mfelf up, wich the affifl:ance of two of his frrvants, and infrantly fell down dead ; 

fuffocated 
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fofFocated, as I conjetlure, by fame grofs and 
noxious vapour, having p.lways had weak 
lungs, and frequently fubjea to a difficulty of 
breathing. As foon a~ it was light again, 
which was not till the third day after the me­
lancholy accident, his body was found entire, 
and without any marks of violence upon it, ex­
aB:ly in the fame pofture that he fell, and look­
ing more like a man afleep than dead. 

L E TT E R III. 
Gicving a Defcriptz"on of the Cf'ower, Monument, 

and St. Paul's Church. 

Honoured Madam, 

A T my departure, I remember you ordered 
me to fend you accounts of every thing 

I faw remarkable in London; I will ob ey vour 
commands, as well as I can; but pray cxcufo 
my defects, and let my will p lead for my in· 
ability to entertain my abfenc friends. 

lam 
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I am juft now come from feeing the Tower; Mo nument, and St. Paul's cathedral, (places which I remember to have heard muc h talk of in the country) and which fcarce any body that comes to London omits feeing. The Tower, 

which il:ands by the Thames, is a large fl:rong building, furrounded with a high wall, about a mile in compafs, and a broad ditch fupplied with water out of the river Thames. Round the outward wall are guns planted, which on 
extraordinary 
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extraordinary occafions are fired. At the en­
terance, the firft thing we faw was a collecl.ion 
of wild beaft.s, viz. lions, panthers, tigers, &c. 
alfo eagles and vultures: thefe are of no fort of 
ufe, and ,kept only for curiofity and fhow. We 
:Rext went to the Mint, (which is in the 
Tower) where we faw the manner of coining 
money, which i~ paft my art, efpecially in the 
compafs of a letter , to defcribe. From thence 
we went t0 the Jewel Room, and faw the crown 
of England, and other ,egalia, which are well 
worth feeing, and gave me a great deal of 
pleafure. The next is the Horfe Armory, a 
grand fight indeed; here are fifteen of our 
Engli{h monarchs on horfeback, all dreffed in 
rich armour, and attended by their guards ; 
but l think it not fo beautiful as the next thing 
we faw, which was the Small Armoury: Thi s 
confifl:s of pikes, m•nfk.ets, f words, halberd s, 
and piftols, fufficient, as they wl(-i us, for 
threefrore thoufand men ; and are all placed 
in fuch beautiful order, and in fuch different 
fig ures, reprcfentin~ the fun, 1lar ~nd ga,rt.~r, 

VG L, V. u ·.. - 'half 
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half moons, and fuch like, that I was greatly 
delighted with it ; and they being all kept 
clean and [cowered, made a moft brilliant ap­
pearance. Hence we went and faw the train 
of artillery, in the Grand Storehoufe, as they 
call it, which is filled with cannon and mortars, 
all extremely fine: here is alfo a diving-bell, 
with other curiofities too tedious to mention ; 
"'hich having examined, we came away and 
went to the Monument, which was built in 
rememberance of the fire of London: it is a 
curious lofty pil-J.ar, two hundred feet high, and 
on the top a gallery, to which we went by tedious 
winding flairs in the infide; from t}1is ga;Jery, 
we had a forvey of the whole city : and hei:e 
having feaHed our eyes with the tops of houfes, 
fh i ps, and a multitude of boat:; on the river 
Th.ames, we came down and went to St. Paul's 
cathedral, which is .a rno(l: magnificent pile, 
and Hands on high ground near the centre of 

. the city. This noble building ttruck. me with 
furprife, and is admired bv the whole world, as 
well for its btautiful arcl1iJ.hite6t t1ic as height · 

and. 
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and magnitude; it.has a grand aweful choir, 

chapel, a dome finely painted by that maft~rly 
hand Sir James Thornhill, a whifpering gal­

lery, an.cl other curiofities. I now proceed to ' 

acquaint you with my next excurfion, in fearch 
of the cu riofi ties of this famous city ; which was 

:11t w-eflminCT-i,-r 1Abbey. This is reaHy a magni­

ficent ancien t building: but what moil furprifed 

~~-; c, vr1s th~ vaft mirnber of beau,tifol monu-
D z .lll t ;:1t-s 
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ments and figures with which the infide ·is 
adorned. Among fuch as were pointed out to me, 
as being remarkable either for their coftlinefs or 
beauty, f remember were. thofe of the duke of 
Newca!Ue, a magnificent and expenfive piece, 
Sir Ifaac Newton, General Stanhope, General 
Wolfe, and that exquifite fl:atue of Shakfpeare, 
which I am told, i s inimitable. When I had 

.,. for fame time enjoyed the pleafure of gaz;ng at · 
ihefe, I was conducted into that part of the · . ' 
church where the royal monuments were placed. -
Thefe, I thought, were exceeding grand. But 
nothing furprifed and delighted me fo much 2s 
King Henry the Vllth's chapel, which, for 
beauty and magnificence, I am told, far for­
pa!fes any thing of that kind in Europe. Here 
too, I faw the chair in which the ki:igs of 
England are crowned, which, I believe, is 
more regarded for its antiquity, and the ho­
nourable ufe it is affigned to, thirn for any great 
beauty it has, ac leafl: that I could difcover. 

The next fight that entertain ed me, was the 
effigies of King William and ~een -Mary in 
wax, as large as the life, fianding in their ~o­

ronatto11 
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)'()nation robes : they are fa.id to be very well 
done, an<l to bear a 'great ref emblance to the 
life. ~een Anne, the Duchefs of Richmond, 
the Duke of Buckingham,' &c. all of the fame 
compofition, and richly dre!fed, are th (•re alfo, 
nor muft I forget to menti ,n tha~ of the great 
late Earl of Chatham. In fhort, there are fo 
many curioficies contained in this venerable 
repo!itory, that, to defcribe one half of them 
would as far exceed the compafs of a letter, as 
of my abilities to do ju/lice to them : how­
evet, I fhall j ufr mention fame which appeared 
to me mofr worthy notice. 

Among the monuments of our ancient kings 
is that of Henry V. w hofe effigy has loil its 
head, which being of filver, l am told, was 
:CT:olen in the civil wars. 

Here are two coffins covered with velvet, in 
which are faid to be the bodies of two ambaf­
fadors, . detained here for debt; but what were 
their names, or what princes they ferved, I 
could not learn. 

Our guide next fhowed us the body of King 
Henry Vth's queen, Catherine, in an open 

· D 3 coffin 
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coffin, who is faid to have been a very b~auti • 
fol princefs; hut whofe f11rjvelled ikin, much 
ref em bling difcoloured parchment, may no, 
ferve as a powerful antidote to that vani ty wit11 
which frail beauty is apt to infpire its pof­
feffors. 

Among the waxen effigies, I had aimofl. for .. 
· gotten to mention King Charles lI. and hia 

faithful fervant General Monk, whote furious 
,afpect has f0mething terrible in it. 
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Not far from thefe is the figure of a lady, 

one of the maids of honour to OEeen Eliza be.th, 
who is faid to have bled to death, by only 
pricking he,r finger. with a needle. , 

I muft now return to thofe monuments, 
which are in the open part of the church, and 
free to every one~sdight; for thofe I have been 
laft fpeaking of are inclofed, and not to be 

' feen without a fmall gratuity to the conductor. 
Among thefe thrn, on the north fide, flands 

a magnificent monqment erected to Lady Car­
teret, for whofe, death fome reports affign a 
caufe fornething--0dd, viz. the late French king 
Lewis the XlN th's faying, that a lady (whom 
one of his nobles compared to Lady Carteret) 
was handforner than- fhe. 

Near this {lands_ a grand monument of Lord 
Courcy, with an infcription, fignifying that 
one of his anceftors had ofutained a privilege of 
wearing bis hat before the king. 

Next -thefe follow a groupe ~f ftatefmen, 
warriors, muficians, &c. among whom is Co­
lonel Bingfield, who loft his head by a cannon 
baH, as he was remountin-g the E>uke of Marl-

D 4 boroughs 
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borough, whofe horfe had been ihot under him. 

That of the late Admiral Tyrrell is well wor .. thy of obfervation, though fome think it is too much crouded. · The famous muficians Purcell, Gibbons, Blow, and Crofts, have their ref pective monu­ments and in{criptions; as hath al[o that emi­nent painter Sir Godfrey Kneller, with an elegant epitaph by Mr. Pope. As you enter the weft door of the church, on the right hand !lands a rnon ument with a curious ~gure- of Secretary Craggs, on whom likewi[e Mr. Pope has beftowed a beautiful epitaph. On the fouth iide is a coflly monument, erected by Queen Anne to the memory of that brav-e Admiral Sir Cloudiley Shovel, who was !hip.­wrecked on the rocks of Scilly. In the fame aile, and nearly oppofite to this, is a beautiful monument of white marble, to the memory of Thomas Thynne, of Long-Leat, in the county of Wilts, Efq.- who was Ihot in his coach, on Sunday the 12th of February, 1682: In the front is_ cut the figure of him in .his 
~oach1 
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-coach, with thofe of the three aiTaffin3 who 

murthered him. , At the end of this aile, and 

on one fide of what is called the poets row, lies 

covered with a handfome monument, and his 

effigy as large a!l trhe life, the very famous Dr. 

Buiby, mailer ~f Weftminfter. School, who[e 

IlriB: difcipline and feverity were fo mucll. 

talked of. 
I muft now take notice of the poets; whofe 

monuments !land moftly contiguou s. Here are 

the ancient monuments of Chaucer and Spen. 

cer, ,vith thofo of Ben Johnfon, Drayton, 

Milton, and Butler; alfo of the great Dryden, 

the ingenious Phillips, the divi ne Cowl.ev, the 

harmonious Prior, a11d the inimita ble hak­

fpeare, of whore curious effigy I have fpot~e n 

beforl!, nor rnufl: I omit the gentl e Mr. John 

Gay, to whofe memory his Grace the Duke of 

~eenfber ry eretted a noble monum ent, whici-i 

Mr. Pope adorned with a very eleg:rnt infrrip • 

tion i11 verfe. t mufr here end my remarks, 

but cannot t3.ke leave of this v.enerable pla<; e 

without obferving, that it ha:l many curious 

D S pn.uHe<i 
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painted windows, a no'ole ch0ir, a fine or·o-an~ <ilnd a magnificent altar piece. ·I am, 

0 

Honoured Madam, tlC. 

LETT ER IV. 
I Frotn Ariflus, giving his Friend a Relation ().f thefi.daen Dea,h of his Bride, cwho cwasfeized in the Chapel r,,vhi/e the Jacred Rites ewe-re peiformi11g. 

l\ /lfY fate will fornifh you with a full evidence l V 1 of the vanity of human happinefs: My 1aft le tten~as· written in the height of fuccefs, ,virh the mof1 arrogan t expectation s. and boaft . of a iaft ing felicity; now it is all changed, and the {h.;; cl e,ws ·of night come over me. 
The lovely Ermina, wb om I had fo long purfo ~d, and at la.tr perfuaded to crown my w •f1~es, rhe very mor11ing fb:e gave me her hand, befor,e d1e facred ceremony was fini{hed, was furpriJe<l ,,, i th the fa~al meffage of death, and carried in a f.vo ou from the chapel to he-r .._ham br::r, where fhe foon expired in her mother's 

2 arms .. 
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arms . One houi· fhe appeared with all the 
cofr and fplendour ofa )' Outhfu i bride; the next 
ihe was pale and frnfelels, inufHed in a ghdl:ly 
Diroud : Thofe charms, that in the morning 

prornifed an eternal bloom, b..: fore the evening 
have dropped their fmiling pride ; the fpark. 
ling eyes are fo!1k in diirk.neCs ; t11e fo ft, the 

tuneful voice, is for ever filent; while a livid 
hue fits on chelate rofy lip s. • 

Thus airy pleafure dances in our eyes, 
And fpreads falfe images in fair difgtLife, 

Do 
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T'allure our fouls; till juft within thy arm, 
The vi/ion dies, and all the painted charms 
Flee quick away from the pttrfuing fight, 
TilJ they are loft in fhades, and mingle with the night. 

0 death! how cruel was thy triumph ! Youth 
nnd beauty, joy and blooming hope, lie here 
a vi[dm to thy rage: the darkfome prifon of 
the grave mufl no"' confine the gentle captive; 
inflead of the pomp of a bridal bed, the cold 
earth muft b-e her lodging, duft and corruption 
her covering. 

Y ~1,1 will now expea I fhould praclife the 
principles I have fo often aJTerted, in exucifing 
my boafied reafon and moderation ; or leave 
you to infult me, with arguments I lately pro­
duced, to allay your grief, under the preffure 
of an uncommon misfortune: this reproach 
would be but juft, at a period when heaven has 
given me a foll evidence of the truths I con­
feffed; and fet the vanity of human hopes in 
the cleareft demonihation before me. One 
would think I ibould now, if ever, find it eafy 
to moralize on thefe fu bjeB:s, and aB: the philo­
fopher from mere nec;:effity, if not from virtue. 

W6.rC 
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Were the cafe your's, or any body's hut my 

own,how many wife things fhould I repeat! How 

fluently could I talk! So much more eafy hit 

to dictate than to praclife: and yet I am rea­

fonable by intervals; I am in more than name 

a chriftian ; in fame bright periods, I feel the 

force of that profeffion, and pay homage to iti 

facred rules: a l),eavenly ray fcatters my grief, 

and cheers my foul with divine confolations: 

the gay and the gloomy appearances of mortal 

things vanifh before the gleams of celeftial 

light: immortal pleafures, with gentle invita­

tions, call me to the ikies, and all my thoughts 

afcend. 
But how fhort my triumph! how eafy the 

tranfition from reafon to madnefs ! Of what 

furprding variety is a human mind capable ! 
light and darknefs, heaven and hell, feem 

blended within; it is all chaos, and wild dif­

order: that reafon, which one moment relieves 

me, the next feems with a juft train of ide~s to 
I 

torment me. 

See there, aH pale and dead !he lies J 

for ,ever flow my ftreamipg eyes; 
Fly 
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Fly Hymen, with extinguifh'd fires; Fly nuptial blifs, and chafte defires: Ermina's fled, the lovelieft mind, Faith, fweetnefs, wit, together join'd. Dwelt faith, and wit, and f weetnefs thtre? Oh! view the change, and drop a tear! 

Adieu. 

L E TT F. R V. 
De/cription of the Seven Wonders of the World. 

T HE firft of thefe Seven Wonders was the temple of Ephefus, follnded by Ctefi­pbon, confecrated to Diana, and (accordi ng tt, the conjectures of natui al phil fophers) fituated in a mar!hy foil, for no ocher reafon than that it might not be expofed to the violent fhocks of earthquakes and volcanos. This noble ftrucl:ure, which wa5 42 5 feet long, and 220 feet broad, had not its bulk alone to rai1e it above the moll ftately monuments of art, fince it was adorned with 127 lofty and well­proportioned pillars of Parian marble, each of whi~h had an opulent monarch for its erector 
and 
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and fin i!her: and fo hig~ did the fpirit of emula­
tion run in this point, that each fucceeding 
potentate endeavoured to outftrip his predecef .. 
for i n the rich nefs, grandeur, and magnificence 
of his refpecrive pillar. As it is impoffib le for 
a modern to form a juft and adequate idea of 
fuch a ftupendous piece of art, it i s fofficient 
to inform him, that the rearin g the temple of 
Ephefus employed feveral thoufands of the 
iineft workmen in the age for zoo years : but 

as 
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a~ no building is proof againft the fhocks of 
time, and the injuries of the weather, fo the 
temple of Ephefus falling into decay, wa_s, by 
the command of Alexander the Great, rebuilt by Dinocrates, his own engineer, the fineft 
architect then alive. 
. The works of the cruel, though ingenious 
and enterprifing Semiramis, next command 
our wonder and admiration. Thefe confifted 
of the walls erecl:ed about Babylon, _and the 
pl,~afant gardens formed for her own delight. 
This immen[e, or rather inconceivable profu. 
jion of art and expence, employed 300,000 men for many years fucceffively, fo that we 
need not wonder when we are told by hiftori­
ans, that thefe walls were 300 or 350 ftadia in · circumference (which awount to 22 Engl ifh 
miles) fifty cubits high, and fo broad that they could afford room for two or three coaches a~ 
breafl: without any danger. Though ancient 
record gives us no particular -accounts of the gar­
dens, yet we may reafonably prefume, that if fo 
mu~h time and treafure we're laid out upon the 'walls, t}:l.e garden:; ID!.lft not. have. remained 

without 
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without thei-r--.peculiar beauties: thus it is more 

than probable, . that the gardens of Semiramis 

charmed the wondering eye with an unbounded 

profpeB:, confifting of regular viftas, agreeable 

avenues,. fine parterres, cool grottos and alcoves, 

formed for the delicious purpofes of love, phi­

Iofophy, retirement, or the gratification of 

any other paffion, to which great and good 

minds are fubjecl:. 
We !hall next take a view of the • fplendid 

and fumptuous tomb of Pharos, commonly 

called the Egyptian Labyrinth. This ftruB:ure, 

though defigned· for the interment of the dead, 

had• neverthelefs the pomp of a palace defigned 

for a monarch, who thought he was to live for 

ever; :fince it contained fixteen magnificent 

apartments, correfponding to the fixteen pro­

vinces of Egypt; and it fo ftruck the fancy of 

the celebrated Dedalus, that from it he took the 

model of that renowned labyrinth which he 

built in Crete, and which has ·eternized hii 

name, for one of the fine ft artifts in the world. 

If the amazing bulk, the regular form, and 

t.ke almoft inconceivable di:iration of publick Qr 
monumental 
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monumental buildings call for forprife and atlonifhment, we have certainly jufi reafon to give the Pyramids of Egypt a place among the feven wonders. Thefe buildings remain almoft as {hong and beautiful as ever, till this very time. There are three of them ; the largeft of which was erected by Chemnis, one of the kings of Egypt, as a monument of his power while alive, and a receptacle of his body when dead. It was fituated about 16 Englifh miles fr.'.>m Memphi,, now kn<:>wn by the name G>f Grand ' 
Caire, 
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' Cairo, and was about 1440 feet in height, and 

aoollt 143 feet long, on each fide of the fquare 

ha.Gs.. It was built of hard Arabian fl:ones, each 

of which is about 30 feet long. The building of 

it is faid to have em ployed 600,000 men for 

twenty yeartt. Chemnis however was not in­

terred in this lofty monument, but was barba­

roufly tom to· pieces in a mutiny of his people. 

~ephus, his brother, focceeding him, difcovered 

an equally culpable vanity, and erected ano­

ther,. though a lefs magnific~nt-pyramid. The 

tJiird was built by King M,ycernii:s according; · 

to. fome, but according to others by' the cele- . 

brated courtefan Rhodope. This ftructure i.!l ., 

:rend'e.red frill more forprifing; by having pJaced, 

i:ipon its top a head of black marble, 102 feet 

.round the r.emp.les, and about 60 feet from the 

c.hin to the crown of the head. 

The next is that celebrated monument of 

conjugal love, known by the name of Maufo-

1eurn, and erected by Artemifia, queen of 
Caria, in honour of her hufband Maufolus,, 

whom fue loved fo tenderly, that, after his death, 

Ate ordereg his body to be burnt, and put iti 
aihe-
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allies in a cup of wine, and drank it, that Jbe might lodge the remains of her hulband as near to her heart as fhe poffibly could. This ihuc­ture ihe enriched with fuch a profofion of art and expence, that it was juilly looked upon as cne of the greateft wonders of th-e world, and ever fince magnificent funeral monuments are called maufoleums. 

It ftood in Halicarna{fos, capital of the king­dom· of Caria, between the king's palace, ancl the temple of Venus. Its breadth from N. to S. was63 feet, and in circumference 411, and, about 100 feet high. Pyrrhus raifed a pyramid -Ott the top ofit, and placed thereon ·a marble chariot drawn bv four horfes. The whole was admired by all who faw it, except the philofopber Anax­agoras, who, at the fight of it, cried, " There is a great deal of money changed into frone." The Sixth of thefe is jufrly accounted the Coloffos of Rhodes, a fiatue of fo prodigious a bulk, that jt could not have been believed. had it not been recorded by the heft hiftorians .. le was aiade of br,afs by one Chares of Afia Minor, who con fumed 12 year.s iu finiiliing it., 
I~ 
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It was erected 0-ver the entry · of the ha-rbour 

of the city., with the right-foot on qne fide, 

and the left. on the oth~r • . -The Iargefl: fhips 

could pafs between the legs without lowering 

their mafts. It is faid to have coft 44,oool. 

Englifh money. It was goo feet in height, and 

;ill its members- proportionaole; fo that when 

it wa-s thrown dowH by an earthquake, ' after 

h aving 11:ood 50 year~_, few men \V,ere able to em .. 

brace· its littl'e finger. When the Saracens, who 

in 684 conquered the ifland, had broken this 
imrncn(e 

" 
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.immen[e ftatue to pieces, they are faid to have loaded above 900 camels with the brafs of it.. The !aft, rnoft elegant, and curious of alt thefe works, known by the name of the Seven Wonders, was the incomparable ftatue of Ju­piter Olympus, erected by the Elians, a people of Greece, and placed in~ magnificent temple confrcnt~d to Jupiter. This ftatue reprefented Jupiter fitting in a chair, with his upper part naked, but covered down from the girdle, in his right-hand holding' an eagle, and in his left a fceptre. This itatue was made by the celebrated Phidias, and was I 50 Cl,] bits high. The body is faid to have been. of b'rafs, 3'11d the head of pure go1d. Caligula endeavoured to get it traofported to Rome, but the perions em­ployed in that attempt, were frightened frnm their purpofe by fome unlucky accide·nt. 

L E 'P T E R VI. 
On City Lux1try. s (R, , , 

I \VAS many years ref~dent in London; but an old uncle, in the year l729 , dying, and l~:iving me a tolerable efiate in Gloucelier ;! in:, 
, .1 :Jf,.;- ~ 
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lpreferred eafe to affluence, and retired from 
noife and buftle, to peace and quiet. 

Among my friends in ~town was one Mr. 
Holland, a draper, in Cheapfide: he was a 
good, honeft, pains-taking man; if you dined 
with him, a joint of meat and a pudding was 
the utmoft of his entertainment; I never faw 
wine in his h@ufe but at Chriftmas, or on a 
wedding-day ; we had a glafs of good ale, 
and after dinner we went to our bufinefs, and 
did not fit three or four hours as you do now. 
He wore his cap the greateft p_art of the day, 
and was not aihamed to take the broom and 
the fcraper and clean before his door. He had 
a good underftanding, and was honeft to a de­
gree of admiration: I fear I ihall never fee 
J.1is like again : he is dead, poor man; he died 
in July 1750, leaving ten thoufand [even 
hundred pounds, all got by care and induf­
itry, between feve,n children, ihare and !hare 
a.like. 

BuGnefs, fir, calling me to town this fpring, 
(my daughter\ marriage, good fir, if you in1.1ft 
know) .l reiolled to enquire a.fter my old 

frie-tHi' i 
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friend's family: He had three fans; the eldeft:' I found was 'ruined by horle -racing and went to fettle at Lifbon; the next, Tom by name, became a bankrupt in I 760, by vice and extra­vagance, and went to America. I got a direc-

tion for Jack, a haberdafher near the 'Change; ' I trudged to fee him lail Wednefday morning; I afked for Mr. John Holland, and, to my very great fur-prife, was introduced to a gentle­man as a fine as my Lord Cockatoo, and his '-' 
hair 
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-hair dre~ed as high and powdered' as · white; 
1 ·begged p~rdon; and told him) - I fu-pp6fed 
the man had made a miilake; ·air whi:ch he:~ 
recollecling me', called me by my na~e, and run 
.acrofs the room and ki!fed me -( th~ :devil tak~ hiir 
F~ench fa!hions) ; he expre!fed I great joy, in­
deed, at feeing me, and i,nfilted on n'ly' dining 
with him a·t his h_oufe in the ¢ounfry '; ,¢ My 
coach (fa~d he) will ba at at -the ·d-odr -directly; 
Mifs Pattypan, and her papa; the" great cic.y 
,co.ok, :will fav'.our us with their col11pany; and 
you .!hall mak e o~e." Not being engaged, 
curiofity induced me to take the fpare corner 
of the coach, and go with them into 'the coun­
try, as they called it ; that is, to Higqgate. I 
will not trouble y.ou with all the par~icuiars of 
our journey and dinner, but Or:!ly tel(you, that 
it cut me to the heart to fee ,my1hiepd 1s fon fo 
great a contr.afi: tQ his father; · On the r0ad 
they entertained me wi.th all that paff<td in 
poblick; they all belonged, I ·underilood, to 
the city conc~rt, aQd the affembly ; never 
fail ed at Mrs. Thiqg-a-my.'s, in Soho -fquare; 
lrnd been at two ridotto3 this win:er; lovd the 

VoL. V. E ope1a; 



98 Lilliputian Letter-Writer. opera; and ." Mifs Pattypan fung us im Italian air; an impudent mynx ! I could have knocked her empty pate againil: her father's jolter! Wh_en we arrived, we were introduced to Madam Holland; how fh.e was drelfed in je\vels and gold ! and then her hair cur led fix inches from her~head, (God forgive me if I am rniftaken, but I believe it was a wig.) Then, when the dinne\- came in, how was I amazed to fee the table covered with feven dillies, and mote fo when I was told there was a fecond courfe ! The turbot coft eighteen fhillings, the turkey poults fourteen fh.illings, madam told us; for fhe gloried in her fuame. I beg pardon, fir, for having detained you thus long with fuch trifles, but you know old people will be pr~ting. What I meant to tell yo1.2 was our difcourfe after dinner. As I came from the country, Mr. Holland and Mr. Patty­pan attacked me · on the high price of pro~ vifions: " An't it a fhame (fays Mr. Holland) that we poor Londoners .fhould be paying fuch extravagant prices, when we live in the land "f plenty; poultry, meat, and butter, double 
the 

' 
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th7..,p~ice. t~ey , ~e~e twenty years ago ; oats 

twenty flnllmgs a q.t.Jarter1 hay, ' three pounds1 

ten iliilling~rj ~t .eo!ts l m,'1 mc;>t;~ .in one .month 

than it_,did my fath,~! ~ a 1Y.ea1t, J ~ilialJ, -in­

ftec\~t .. cf;~v,iAg.t,en, tho9fand ppu.nd.s, be obliged 

tp} un away, ff fo~eching a_n't •.doµe to reduce 

the-
1

.'p,ii~H ot i?i:oy~fioRs.-" l\1y; ,blood. boiled 

with indigr,1a'tion ; I hafiily re.plied, " Whe­

the.t1qiii~~liin,g is · d9n~ or. n9, Mr. Holland, 

yo:-1;, ~IJ.16 ru~1i'ft1Y, ,if y~t.J Ii ve thus; do not 

n2fl-~ xour_poor ~ather, his table would have ,. 

ber.,n furni~e~ for. a ;;Neek for , the money your 

turbot 
1
~o(t: provifiops were lefs, you fay, by 

a ltllf in your father's time: l;H,lt why were 

th~yJo? ·-Becaufe, people lived with, -m0re fru,. 

gaJity,1 a1:1d .~he .confiimption was lefs _: , a city · 

haberdafhe~, !i~ tho(~ ~ays, would have thought 

he , h~d .e~Ur~tained his friends 17-obly . w~th a 

piece of ,beef ;and potatoe£ in the •pan; .but I 

fee fo.u.rte~n dillies, in thefe luxurious ' times, 

are fcarcely fofficient: if your father, even in 
thofe cheaper times, had furnifhed his tabl.: 

like the p-rodigals of the prefent, he muft, inftead 

of lea~ing ten thoufand pounds, have lived 

E z and 
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and d1ed a -begg·ar '; y'.ouf fat_h'et n~ p.~ .~~~nt_ry~: houfe · he had a• fayin-g· that :~·-·•' ' · · 1

' • 
. ' • ' ,J • i . . I • j n ; Th~fe,'wh~ d,d tfo h?,ufet ~.~~,.r~" . r.r"' " Muft often wa,~e .wb~rr othets. fle~p: " " Though ;:t-li.e ''_verk is{ not' Jx'Madrdinaty;~11 the moral''is 'good; ·he~nad no:tbatb~• {the-?.ef6r'e~1 the price 0.f.,0at5 or 'hay. hurt ,not him '; he1nei~!lJ ther fu bfch b~d· to, nor' 

1

id1led lri"s' tfrrte ' at [!pub!.:.,.., lick affemblies ;- l 1fiay fay tb 'y6\.J/as the fii'emf'! in -• Dan Prior fays to I the' fat . _p:1 a'n; You ·are ( making the v-ery evil you cori1plai·n "of. . In my- ~ yo1rnger days· 'there ~a~ not: a .lbo_p~eep~r in. •~ Londo.-n kept hiis ·coach; now fcarce one -is to ~' be found who condefctnds to -- walk'; and hot' ' only D1opkeepers, but danci(lg-mafters, < and .,! /idlers have their equipages; ' you· -ufe a hun.: d dred times as much. butter as was ufed formerly," with your fauces, frica1Tes, and"teas; ·yourvanity employs five hundred times the . horfes; you , confound more of God's good creatures at 'one · dinner, than would have feafied your anceftors for a month, and yet pretend w be amazed that things are not fo plentiful as they were: the fame ground cannot keep cows, grow oats, breed 
cattle, 
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~attl~, l pro,d1;1ss ,tilY., ;J?afl:ure, yoqr, lwrfe.s,~ aild 
: {ur"pP,ly 

I yql:1, :-rY(b,ll_v gram ;, , the. -1coafeq uence , of 
i-,Which j,s, YRJ~J~;f.h.so-ur luxµr,ies , a~ gr~at .ex-
- pence fr~m. te14;;rrtrrpile:, q~Ilal'l,~e >;-:1w,h~reas in 
p.ur tilt}e, ten ":iJes round ,London fopplied..tbe 
tov,rn with , all . ne«;:e(faries~" I was going,on, . 

~ ')Vhen ~r. P.at,tY._p<\n: yawned, ,anq., f~id -, iq~ He 
. did not COIIJ,e :here for a lecture,;" and before 
1
l ,£ouldr. an(~~t ~iq1, Mr. Jacbnapes, t~e h1-
berclailier, fa1d, .~' ,.L~t us tak~ a turn ;m , the 
garden,. and leave old Square Toes ro [wallow 

"]tis fpitfle." I here grew too angry to fray with 
the empty c:5;~om9.s ;, I to9,k rip' jny hat and 
cane, and .,marched. , to the door; when the 
Pafiry Cook called out, " You had ·better go 
back in Mr. Holland's coach, for it is too·Iate 
to walk,, and ,jt w:ill break y·our frugal heart to 
fpend a fhilling f9r a place in .the fi11ge.'~ Sayi 
I,. " No,_ Mr .• P,uff-Pafte, though I aro an ene­
my to pro_fufion, ,I fpend my money ns chearfully 

. as 'any, l;>ody ~h(!n my convenience _ req'uires it. 
Thoqgh, I cannot live at _th~ expence of either 

. of. you, i1 believe .I have eftate e1_1~ugh to.' buy 
all the pies,. and tapes in yo1,1r two ,{hops.. . I 

· · · " E 3 · mean 
'i 
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.l mean to live, and give my children fomethh?g 
- at my death; but you cannot ·fopport your p'tb­
. fufion long, you wili be bankrupts fopn, artd 
cheat your;creditors out of nineteen !billings In 

· the1pou11d. ·You will live to feaft on gravy­
·heef'infiead of having fauces, and at !aft die in 
aja:il or feed· hogs, and eat.the hufks, l]ke yot1r 
brother prod'igal in the gofp'el." Here ) I 
flounced out of the room, and fo errded oOr 

"fcoiding. I am, fir, yours, &c. 
' , P-eter· Mddtration • 

. , 

LETTER .vnr. J ,, 

-From Gaufin Sam to ·Coujin Sue. 
Cou-fin -Sue, 

I To Lo thee I ,vou1d write,- and fo I will, 
and fend you all the ·news about London. 

Well, itis a fl:range place as· ever was feen, that 
is for certain! The fidl: day I came, the ftreets 
were fo thronged,' that I {tood ·up to let folks 
go by, 1:>ut there was no end of them, fo· I w'as 
obliged to ihove on \\;'ith the reft ; but I ne.ver 
was fo bumped and thrufi: a-bout in my rife. 

I put 
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! put oft my hat to all the gentlefolks, bbt they 
only laughed at me.; and one queer 61d put 
uied, twig the countryman: fo I fmoked the 
joke, and put my hat on, and kept him ~s clofe 
as if he was nailed to my head. John Wil­
liams .got me a place to live with a nobleman., 
but I was mortally frightened at firfi; for I. 
thought as -how if I fhould make him angry I 
!hould be hanged or beheaded ; but I vow and 
proteft he is as civil a fpoken gentleman as ever 
I fee in my life, and has no more pride than 
our j uftice of peace, nor h.alf fo much rleither ; 
and we all love him~ and his bufinefs is the 
better done for it ; for we ferve him not through 
fear, but affeB:icrn, Sue! : 

I am hu,gely improved in my learning fl nee I 
,came to Londi:rn, a,nd might have got to be l 
cnt1c; but Mr. Thomas, my lord's gentleman, 
perfuaded me off. There is a whole club of 
th.em meets at the Jign of the Cat and B.ag~ 
pipes,. j uft by our ftables, every week ; and 
our coachman, and, Dick the helper, belongs 
to them : they will be mortal great authors 1f 
they live_; for all the critical papers and 

E 4 pamph1ets 



104 Lilliputian LetttJJ"-Writer. . . pamphlets they have ·a hand in. Poetry and po"' liticks is. their ftudy, and that is what every body \lnderfiands- ,in London. Some poetry of theirs I hav.?fent you, and may~hap by and by, you may hav~ fome politicks from, 

1 • ' 

' ' . 

J 

Your loving Coufin, 
SAM. 

LETTER IX. 
From Coujin Sam to Co,;_Jin Sue. 

Loving Coufin, 

Vl THAT I am going m fay will amazeyou , r V but it is very true: the great folks here are not half fo wife as J thought they were-; nor indeed are the people in London a bit bet~ ter, or honefter, than our poor neighbours in t~e country. They fo little regard the truth, ' that fome of our P-reat ones will fend word they are not at ho~e, though you fee them ; nay, will perhaps look out at window, and tell you fo themfelves; and yet they expect nothing but truth from their frrvants: there's the je ft. 
' · But 
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But when I think upon our old copy, Sue, that 
" Evil communications corrupt good man­
ners," I wonder how any of thofe, who lead 
diffoluce lives, can expect their fervants to le :-i d 
good ones. The great bufinefs of the great 
ones here is to kill time, · as they call it; and 
the places frequented for this purpofe are the 
Auctions, Plays, Operas, Mafq uerades, Balls, 
Affemblies, Routs, Drums, the Park, the 
Gardens, and fometimes the Church. Ah, 
Sue! Honefly's the befl: p0licy ftill: that I 
know. And if our great people would bel 
good, the little people would be better than 
they are; for we all copy our fuperiors; which 
is a hint though from a poor footman, not un. 
worthy the confideration of the great ones, and 
even of the lcgiflature itfelf. A few great ex. 
ami:les would make even religion and virtue in 
faih1on ; and what a deal of trouble that would 
fave the poor lawyers ! 

I am, 

E5 

Dear Coufin Sue, 

Yours,&,. 
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LETTER X. , , 

F,·o'ni Coujin Sam to Coujin Sue. 

: Ah, Coufin Sue! 

IT is all over at our houfe !-We ha~e nothing 
.., but trouble and confufion: my lady, who 
y0u know was a fine woman, is become now 
an ugly bloated creature, -and has fcrewed up 
her face fo a gaming, that ihe is as full of 
wi·inkl es- as Mother Shipton. Cards may well 
be ca lled the devil's book:s ! Jam fore they have 
phyed. tlie devil with he:-, and def1royed both 
he r tem per and confhtu tion. - Up a gaming all 
.night, and the horrours all day, will foon put 
an end to her life, that's certain.-And my 
poor rnafter is abfolutely undone, all is loft ir­
recoverably ! He, poor young gentleman, has 
been admitted into the club of a pack of gam­
blers at thi'> righteous end of the town, who 
have ihipped him of every thing but his title, 
anci .,,ith that he may go' a begging. Oh for a 
thunder-bolt to q~flroy foch a peft of infernals ! 
A:1d, would vpu believe it, Sue, fome or thefe 

< pillagers 
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pillag~rs are great people; fo great, and of 
fuch high employments, that I am told 1hat 
difpatches of the ut moil confeguenccs are fcnt 
from * * ·;,,'!. A fine political fociety truly t 
?uppofe any of thefe wife ones fho1:1ld t~ke _ ,it 
lO to their heads to bet upon the :dfairs of 
Europe; what may, or rather wh.~t may not, 
be the confeque nce·? This is a worie club tha n 
that where the members mee t to drink porter, 
and reclify the writings of Mofes and the pro­
phets. There are many things that wantmend-

E 9 ing 
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'ing in- London, Sue, but th~ people are to~ 
'infatuated, too full of themfelves, and too 
1muth reg.ard their. own private intereft, to take 
, advice or put, any good fcheme in execution. 

lam, 

.l\l!y dear Sue, 

Your ever loving Coufin. 

P. S. I was yefterday forprifed to hear one 
•of thefe gambling gentlemen lay down this as a 
_ maxjm, That he would ne\•er be a good poli­
tician who could not play we_U at cards; and 

:1 think he might' with as much propriety have 
faid, that no one comld make a good general who 
had no't cocked a piftol upon Hounflow~heath. 
With 'what weak arguments is vice obliged t0 
defend itfelf: 

' ! .; 

LETTER 
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LET-TE R XI. 
· On the Pleafure.r and ,/Jdvantages ·of Reli~ion. ·1 HA n lately·a very r~markable dream, which 

made fo ftrong an 1m·preffion on me; that I 
yemember it every word; and if you are not 
better employed, you may read the -relation of 

. it as follows : 
Methought I was in the •midft of a very en­

- tertaining fet of company, and extremely de­
· lighted in attending to a ·lively _co1;1verfation, 
when on a fodden I perceived one of the moft 
ihocking figures imagination can frame, ad­

. vancing towards me. Sh~ was 4reifed in black, 
-hedkin was contracled into a thoufand wr-inkles, 
"her eyes deep funk in ' he-r ,head, and her com-
plexion pale and livid as the countenance of 
death. Her looks were filled with terrour and 

, unrelenting feverity, an_d her hands armed'with 
whips and fcorpion s. As foon as fhe · came 
near, with a horrid frown, and a voice that 
chilled my very blood, fhe bid me follow her. 
l obeyed, and ihe led me. through rugged 

paths 
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paths, befet with briars and thorns, into a deep 
folitary valley. Wherever fb'e paired the fad­
ing_ verdure withered ben_eat~ her fi~ps; her 
pefl:ilential b/eath infected the air with malig ­
nant vapours,, obfc~ued the lnftre of the fon, 
and involved the fair face of heaven in univ.:r­
fal gloom. Drfmal howling s refounded throu g h 
the forefl:, fro;n e-very- baleful tree, the nig hr­
raven uttered his dreadfol note, and the prof­
pea .was filled with defolation and horrour . 

. In the mid fl: of this tremendous fcene, my exe­
crable guide addreJTed me in the follo wi ng 
manner: 

" Retire with me, 0 rafh unth inking· mor­
tal, from the vain allurements of a deceitful 
world, and learn that pleafore was not defi g n­
ed th~ portion of human life. Man was born 
to mourn and to be wretc hed; this is the .con­
dition of all below ~he ilars, and whoever en­
deavours to oppofe it, afts in contradift: ion to 
th~ will of heaven. Fly then from the faral 
enchantments of youth and facial delight, and 
here confecrate the folitary hours to laoientation 
and woe. Mifery is the duty of all foblunary 

· beings, 
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beings, and every enjoyrn~nt is an offence to 
the Deity, who is to be w·orfhipped only by the 
mortification of every fenfo 0'fpleafure, and the 
€Verlalling ,exercife oHiglis and tears." 

This melancholy pitl:ure of life quite funk ' 
mv fpirits, and feemed to annihilate every 
principle of joy within me. • I threw myfelfbe.: 
neath a blafted yew, where the wind blew cold 
and difmal round my . head, and dreadful ap- • 
prehenfions chilled my heart. Her&. I refolved 
to lie, till the hand of death, which I impa­
tiently invoked, fhould put an end co the mi­
feries of a life fo deplorably wretched. In thii 
fad fi tua~ion I fpied on one hand of me a ~eep 
muddy nver, whofe heavy \Vaves rolled ori in 
flow fallen rnDrmurs. Here I determined to 

plunge, and was juft upon the brink, when I 
found myfelf fuddenly drawn back. I turned 
about, and was forprifed by the fight of the 
lovelieft object I had ever beheld. The mofr 
engaging charm~ of youth and beauty appeared 
in all her form; effulgent glories fparkled in 
her eyes, and their awfol fplendours were foften­
cd by the gentlefi looks of corn pailion and peace. 

At 
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At her approach, the frightful fpectre, who had before tormented me, vani!hed away, and with her all the honours fhe had caufed. The gloomy clouds brightened into chearful fun-fhine, the , iroves recovered their verdure, and the whole region looked gay and blooming as the garden of Eden. I was quite tranfported at this un­expected change, and reviving pleafure began to glad my thoughts, when, with a look of in­expreilible fweetnefs, my beauteous deliverer thus uttered her diyine inftructions. " My name is Re.ligion. I am the offspring of Truth and Love, and the parent of Benevo­lence, Hope, and Joy. That monfter from whofe power I have freed you, is called Superftition; ihe is the child -of Difcontent, and her follow­ers are Fear and Sorrow~ Thus different as we are, fhe has often the infolence to affume my name and charaeter, and [educes unhappy mortals to think us the fame, till fhe, at length, drives them to the borders of Def pair, that d1:eadfol abyfs into which you were juil: go­ing to fink. 

" Look 
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. '' Look round and f u.rvey the -variou1, b.ea_q­
ties of the globe, whicJ-r he:rv.en has deilined 
for the ft;-at of human .,race,, ·and confider whe­
. ther a \\'._orld, .th\}s· exqui~tefy fram~d, could be 
meant . for the abodf of ipifery ·and pain. Fo~ 
\Vhat ep.d_ has ~he la.y~fh hanq of Providence dif­
f.ufed .fuch }nn_umern.ble _objeEts of.delight, but 

, tha~ · all ,rn~g~t ;rejoice,in. the ,!iJi:ivi1ege of, exift­
ence, ang be ~lled ,vith g;~titutjx- to the bene­
~,cent ,Aµtbot: Q[ it; Thu_s to ;enj.oy th~ blef­
fings he has Jent, is vir.~u~-anq'. o~edience; and 
to reje~ them merely , as m~~ns of pleafore, i3 
pjtiabl_e ign01:~nce1 ~r abf ~rq J)€Xverfenefs. ).n.­
finite goodnef~ is the (o.qrc; ~, of created ex1ft;­
ence; the proper te,nder.cy of eveu. rational 
bying; from the h-igheft order of rapturep. 
feraphs, to the mearnet!: .r:anks of _;nen, is .to rife 
in,ceffantly from .lower degrees of h-appinefs -to 
higher. They have each f~culties a{figned 
them for vario.□ .~ ord~rs of delights." · -

" · What (cried _I) is this the langmage of R~­
l1gion? Does · fhe lead her votaries through 
flowery paths, and bid them pafs an unlabo­
rious life ? V{here are the painful toils <'of vir-

t-ue,. 
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· tue, ' the m:oftifkations of penitents, the ' [elf­. den yi1~g exei~ifes ofTaih ts and heroes r" - " The true enjoym,ents of a re.afonable be­ing (anfwered '{he 'rnilclly) 'do not c·onlifl: in un- · bounded indulgence, _or lbxurious eafe, in the tumult of pa·ffi0ns_y)h~ lan:guor of indolence, or th_e flut'ter .of light anfufements. Yielding · to immoral pleafui·e corrupts tlie mind, living an animal and trifling one debafes it; both in · their degree -difq;ualify it for its- genuine good, ' ahd confign it over to wre·tched'nefs. Whoe~er would be really h?ppy, muft make the diligent -a:nd ·regular exercife ·•of his fqp~rior powers his chief attention, adoring the perfeetions of his 'Maker, expreffing go,od-will to his fellow crea­'.-tures, cul-tivating ipward reetitude. To his ' lower faculties he muf.l: allow foch gratifications as ,~ill, by ·· refrefhing him, invigorate his nobler purfuits. 1n· the regions inhabited by angelic natures, 'unmirigled felicity for ever ·blooms. Joy flows there with a perpetual and abundant . itream, nor needs there any mound ·to check its courfe. Being confcrous of a frame of mind originally difeafed, as all the human 

race 
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,race has caufe to be, muft ufe the regimen of a 

ftricl:er felf-government. Whoever has eeen 

guilty of voluntary exce!fes muft patiently fob. 

mit both to 'the painful workings of nature, 

and needful feveri'ties of medicine, in order to 

his cure. Still he is intitled to a moderate 

fhare of whatever <j.lleviating accornmodatioqs 

this fair rnanfion of his merciful parent affords, 

confiH:ent with his recovery. And in propor­

tion as this recovery advances, the livetieft joy 

will fpring from his fecret fenfe of an amend­

ing and improving heart. -So far from the hor­

rours of def pair is the condition even of the 

guilty.-Shudder, poor morcal, at the thought 

of the gul ph in which thou waft but j uft now 

going to plunge. 
" \Vhile the moil faulty have ever encou­

ragement to mend, the more innocent foul will 

be fupported with ilill fweeter confolation~ 

under all its .experiences of human infirmities; 

. fupported by the gladdening aff urances, that 

every fincere endeavour to oµt -grow them, 

•fuall be affified, accepted, and 'rewarded. To 

fuch a one the lowlicft felf-abafement is but a 

· deep . 
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deep laid foundation for the mofr elevated hopes; fince they who faithfully examine ·and acknowledge what they are, ih~ll be enahkd, under my conducl, to become what they ddire. The Chrifl:i3:n and the hero are infeparah!e ; and the afpirings of una!foniing rrnft, and liiial confidence, are fet no bounds. To him who is animated with a view of obtaining approba­tion from the Sovereign , of the Uni verfe, no difficulty is informountable. Secure in th1s purfoit of every needful aid, his conflict with. . the feverefl: pains and trials, is little more than the vigorous exercifes of a mind in health. His patient dependence on that Providence which looks through all eternity, his filent re­fignation, his ready accommodation of his thoughts and behaviour to its infcrutable ways, is at once the moft excellent fort of [elf.denial, _ and a fource of the rnoft exaltrd tranfports. Society is the true f phere of human virtue. In facial, active life, difficulties wiil perpern~lly be met with; r efhai ~ts of many kinds will be neceffary; and fiudying to behave right in re­fpect of thefe is a difcipline or lhe human 

heart~ 
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:h;art. ufcful to others, arid 'improving irfelf. 
Suf(eri~g is no duty but where -it is neceifary to 
avoid g'uilt, ·or to do_ g~od; nor ple::.:ure a. 
crime, but where it ftren'gthens the influenc~ 
of baa_ irklinarions, or leffens the generoa-s 
a.ctiy~ty --~f virtue. The· ·happinefs' allotte.d to 
:ri~n .in ·~1s ·_prefent fi:~_te, is indeed faint · and 
low, compared with his immortaL profpecl:s, 
anc:t ·n'oolfcapacities: 'but yet whatever portion 
of it the difhibuting hand of heaven offers to 
each individual, j5 a needful fopport and re­
frefhrn cn c fo r t he prefent moment, fo far as it 
may not hin~er the attaining his final deftina-­
tion. 

" Return then with me from continu a l 
mifery to moderate enjoyment, and grateful 
alacrity. Return from the contracted views of 
folitude, to the proper dutie'.l of a relative and. 
dependent being. Religion is not confined to 
cells and clofets, nor refi:rained to fullen retire­
ment. Thefe are the o-loomy doctrines of Super­
flition, by which !hcbendeavours to break thofe 
c !-i ai.n s ofbenevolence and focial affecl:ion,which 
link the welfare of every particL1lar with that of 

5 the 
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the whole. Remember that the greateft honour you c.an pay to the Aµthor of your being is by 
fuch ,a ~hearful behaviour, as difcovers a mind . fatisfied with his difpenfations." · ' ·· 

" Hei;_e my preceptrefs pa~Ieq; and I was. going, : to exprefs my acknowledgment
1
s ,for her dif- . courfe, wJ1en a ring of hells from the neigh• ~ 

bouring village, and a 'new rifi11g fun, darting 
hi~ be~!US through my" windows, awakened me, .' 

.. 
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NECESSARY 0.ij S E~VATIONS. -, 
'-" • J ,r 

FIRST worfhip God; he·that ,f01;gets to pr~y~ 
Bids 'not himfelf good-morrow not' good-· 

day; , ... 
Let thy firft labour be -to purge thy fin,' -
And ferve him firft whence all things did begin. 

Honour thy parents to prolong thine end ; 
With them, though for a truth, do not contend; 
Tho' all fuch truth defend, do thou lofe rather _ 
The truth awhile, than lofe their loves for ever. 
Whoever makes his father's heart to bleed, · 
Shall have a child that will revenge the deed . 

Think that is ju.fl:; 'tis not enough t':) do, 
U nlefs thy very thoughts are upright too. 

Defend the truth, for that who would not 
die, 

A coward is, and gives himfelf the lie. 

Honour 

' I 
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_?Gn?ur _thd~ing?_ ~s fon.s the.ir pa~entsAdo, .. 

For he's thytather, and thy country's too. 
A frienc.1, is -gold;j;r if t-r.ue, he'll ,never leave 

thee·:-- ·-'-- ' ... ' L • 

Yet both wit-hout a tooch-ftene, may deceive 
· thee. 

,. -:r- • ... • 'T 'l '\ ~ 

Sufpicious-men thi-nk others falfe ;- but he 
Cozens hirnfelf.that ~vill too cred'lous be. 

Jake \~ell whate'er _i,11all cha~nce ~ though bad 
it be, . -

T ake it for good, ;:ind. 'cwill be fo to :thee. 
Swear not; an oath is like a dai1gerous dart, 

\Vhich fhot, 1ebounds to ilrike the fhooter's 
heart. · 

'I'he law's the path of fife ; then that obey; 
vVh"o keeps it not, hath, wand'i:ing, loft his way. 

Tha~k thofe that ct':) ·thee good, fo !halt thou 
ga111 

Their fecond help, if thou fhould'!l: need again. 
To dou btfol matters do not headlong run; 

W hat's well left off were. better not begun. 

EN,D Of THE FH'TH VOLUME. 










