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Library '"housekeeping'' is seldom given much publicity in annual
reports. Yet routine and repetitive as it is without it the library
would soon become slovenly, even chaotic.

Each day hundreds of books were issued to and returned by read-
ers. Overdue book reminders were sent out weekly. Returned books were
replaced on the shelves. Shelves were ''read'' for prOper rarrangement
as misplaced books usually elude the searcher. Books ‘needing repairs
or lettering were removed from the shelves for attention. Displays
were kept filled and attractively arranged.

The thousands of books which arrived had to be properly’ added
to stock records and prepared for circulation: Filing catalogue cards,
indexing certain useful books and listing others in special cate-
gories increased the usefulness of the collection. Checking the
shelves regularly for outdated and missing books, withdrawing records
from the catalogue kept the stock in up-to-date order.

With the lncreased volume of books added this year and- their

increased use by readers these Operatxons requxred the concentrated
attention of the whole staff.

It was,then, these various routines which made it possible to

carry out the library's eduactional and recreational functions for
children, young people and adults.

As Mrs. Pielsticker mentions “in her report there were many
students from various ‘institutions using the library. It was also
of interest to note the numbers taking night or correspondence
courses who came in search of material. This is an important func=
tion of the library - to provide the information nccessary for.
thosc wishing to improve their qualifications. It is the reason we
try to contact and remind students who are leaving high school that

the rcsources of the public library will continue to be available
to them.

One of the pleasures of library work cxperienced in 1963 as in
cther years was working with people anxious to read but uncertain
of : what‘%hey’wanted Here we had the opportunity of introducing
authors who might otherwise remain unknown. To supplement personal
suggestions annotated lists of various types of books were placed
in a conspicuous place in the library. Going beyond the library it-
self book taiks were given to community organizations.

The staff welcomed a number of groups to the library, contin-
uing last year's plan. Representative of such was the Don Mills
United Church group of about 60 members. These people held a meeting

in the auditorium and then were ghown around the tibrary and had re-
freshments with us.

Advertising was carried out, in addition to methods mentioned
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above., by making available shOpping'bags with the library crest,signs
regardlng spec tal events displayed in the library, the MUHIClpa] Build-
ing, Community Centre and on Township trucks,mailing

notices to individuals, newspapers, radio and TV stations. Young Cana-
‘da's Book Weck and Canadian Library Week were both occasions for speci-
al displays. Miss Whiteman will report on her department's successful
plans., For Canadian Library Weck some of Bruce Kidd's trophies were
displayed, special collections of books were arranged for circulation

and a film showing of a new National Film Board picture, Nahanni, was
held. :

The Auditorium and Exhibition Room in which library and outside
organizations sponsored events also kept the library before the public.
The secondary school art teachers' show of their art and the reyue
"Tickled Pink'' were examples of outside groups, and the C.I.L. art
show of the library-sponsored events. During the latter's three week
stay some 1,500 pcople viewed the collection. For many of thefElemen-
tary school pupils it was an introduction to modern art and for the

secondary school students an opportunity to study trends in Canadian
painting,

Two staff members continued with the -play reading group this
year. There was a slightly increase attendance and there are indi-
cations that it will continue to grow. Plays chosen provided an inte-

resting contrast ranging as they did from Ant:gone to You Can t Take
It With You.

The circulation of records for home use increased this year.
Records on display, especially circulated well. When the operas were
presented in Toronto opera records were in great demand. Folk songs:
featured on the display board also were popular. Of course at exami-
nation time, Shakespeare's plays on records were at a premium for use
both in the library and for. home listening. The use of records-in

conjunction with stories for children was an interesting exper iment
herc this past year.

This was the first full year of stocking films and has given
some idea of its usefulness as will be seen in Mrs. Sharf's report.

The way in which various services are coordinated to serve the
public was shown recently in giving help to a church group which
was making a study of India. Miss Carey prepared an annotated list
and collected books for display at their meeting. The library projector

and films selected by Mrs. Sharf provided the visual part of the pro-
gramme.

Books provided at East York Acres were ‘appreciated by residents.
who enjoyed reading. Books they liked were regularly passed on to
their ncighbours. It was interesting fo note that there werc more
requasts for specific titles towards the end of the year and thesa
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were suppliced from the main library stock. While the personality of
all staff members is igportant, in @ place such as East York Acres it

is particulariy necessary to have a friendly and interested person,
and in this we were fortunate.

Our other operation, the Todmorden Room improved this past year
In April the location was changed to a room on the main floor. Since
then there has been a steady increase in circulation. 66% more books
were in the hands of borrowers than on the same day in 1962. Miss
McArton gave a book talk to one of the groups in the Community Centre and
it is hoped more opportunities of the kind will be afforded us.

During the year staff members have also been active in profess-
ional matters outside of library hours. They have attended meetings
and conventions of the C.L.A., O.L.A., and l.P.L, and have repre-
sented thosc bodies at other organizations.
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One fact of librarianship which is taken for granted and rarely
acknowledged is the high quality if the service to the borrower. The
staff is carefully trained to be quiet, pleasant and unobtrusively
helpful. We undeavour to use all the resources at our command to help
the borrower without them.feeling pressure, invasion of privacy, or
“imposition on the staff.

If a book which we own, s not on the sheif, we offer to reserve
it for the borrower and telephone when the book arrives. There is a
five cent fee for handling charges. VWe reserve an overage of one
hundred books per month and we feel that this service is much appre-
ciated by those who take advantage of it.

There is no real pattern to these requests except that they
reflect interests of the borrowers. Reservations cover a broad range
- from popular best sellers to old favourites - from books on chess
to books on car repairs ~ from hobbies in origami to ventiloquism
and stamp collecting- from books on courses of study to interests’

being enlivened by movies such as Lawrence of Arabia, The Cardinal
and Tom Joneés.

Sould a borrower wish a work of non-fiction which we do not own
we endeavour to borrow it through our Interloan service which draws
“upon collections in Toronto, Metropolitan Toronto, the Universities
in Ontario, the Provincial Library and the National Library. In the
past year we borrowed over 170 books through interloan. Many of
these requests were for volumes now out of print and difficult to.
obtain. Some requests were of a very specialized nature and would.
not be generally found in a small public library such as ours.
Certain borrowers wished to supplement material available in our lib-
rary with further information and this was supplied through inter.

library loans. We supplied over 6o volumes to other libraries re-
questing material for their subscribers. We also borrow books in other
languages upon request and are servicing an active group of readers
in German, French and Dutch.

It is a rare occasion when we turn awoy a borrower without the
volume that he has requested if it is available in Canada.

Our referecnce department is a very active department particulérly
with students who are currently attending school. However, there are
two groups - growing in size - which should have particular mention.

We have a great number of older people who come to the berary
after many years of absence to research for the night course in
which they have just registered. We ‘have had lists from people study~
ing,  psychology, art, business, public speaking, writing,French and
German, millinery, English literature, accounting. We have also been
‘conscious of o growing group who vary_ from ages 16-20 who have left
school. Some are going to night school to complete subjects missed on



matriculation courses. These last groups usually want actual text books
( geography and mathematics :especially ), specific books to complete

a reading assignment, or strictly specified segments of knowledge to-
complcte an essay. Unless they are studying an English course they '
rarcly borrow anything else .at this stage. '

I think that a special effort should be made to help these last
two groups and make them feel at home in the library because they are
perhaps more shy than the younger people - but their need is equally
great - they are deserving %f our best efforts '

Another service to our public is our active film rental library.
We rent films and projectors to meetings, clubs, churches, parties,
business organizations, students and teachers. We borrow films from
all sections of Mctropolitan Toronto to satisfy requests. This year
we have supplied 175 films to our borrowers and shown over 38 films
in special film showings at the library. The film librarian attended
11 meetings at the National Film Board and 2 meetings of the Audio-
Visual Scction of the Ontario Library Association. The film librarian
supervised the carc and repair of films and attended to public relations
by advertising, by mail, posters, and answering all telephone:enquiries
and planning film programmes. Films were used to support special occas-
ions at the library in the community, and at the schools. Close co-
opcration with other film librarics and with the National Film Board
vas carcefully maintained. '

The film service is building up gradually and more and more
“people arc sending their friends and acquaintances to us for films
“and projectors. We feel that this is a worthwhile community service

and are looking forward to a more active, busier year in the film
department in 1964, ‘



teport On Vork ith Young Pecopie, 1963

East York Public DIibrary

In vorklnb with Young People this year, it has beep
gratifying to note that students from the Bastern.. section of
Iletropolitan Toronto huVL come to us in 1n0f0181qg numbers
_u1th problens oin school and university assigmments

. Lhe fact that we have boon building up both our refcrence
and circulation collections has made it »possible for the
.Librarians to cope with thesc domcnds rorc effectively than in
“the pqut.

e have Tound our oxvavdlnw Vertical File collection is
jncroaslngly valuable, with its ncuspaper articles, pamphlets, -
clipnings and gzovernrment docunents. Ve arce constenktly on the
lookout Lor Curront naterial of all types to add to it.

: The followin" arc typical requests which we have anﬁwered
with naterial fron our Vertical Tile:

1, Pictures Lnd description of Upper Canada Village
2. . .Cony of President Kennedy's Inaugural Address.
fE. Argunents for and apgoinst Grade 13

te Congtruction of the Traons-Canada Hig hwuy
5. Articles on euthanasia
6. History of Zast York Towmshi
7. later safety ftules

d. irticles on Gerald Gladstone :

9. Results of the last gercral Ontoario election
L0. Pope Puul's spcech for Viorld Peacc
11, 4Articles on Sceporatisnme
12. Argunents for water fluoridation
13. Carccr of dietician
e, Articles on Doukthobors

- Instruction and oook talks were given to a total:of
1,161 Suudcn ts in eighth grade class visits to the ILibrary
this ycor. Of these, 1,006 are nowv members of the ILibrary.

As alwvays, these students range from the advanced and
uell-rwad to those who have no interest nor ability in readlng.
It is a challenge to a Librarian to nalke the contents of the
Library so attractive and stiiwlating that all of the students
will Llﬂa some boolis of interest to them. Even 12 a boy
borrows only a bocl on hot-rods and a girl ftakes one on hair-
Aregsing, they have ot least becone aveare of the Ldbrany's
resources. The students show a genwine interest in the way



books and the coianlogue are arrnnsed and arc proud of thair
ability bto help fipd wLiviir own bof.”. '

Ve wlso prepared ~uecial'disp1uys.and book lists for
Young Teople throughoutb the yenr.

The Librarian.in c‘rr;e of the new Bast York tollegiate
L;brc*y 13 mos®t co-onerative, and we have found this to our
mutuel adventege. Thr”ugh hin, we are arronging to talk for
a few mlnuues to each ¢f the Groade 12 ¢lassces in their Library,
in order to remind then *of the resources of the Public Tibrary
wihiich they can use in future 1ife. There are fifteen of these
classes which meet in the Collegiate Library once a month.f

During this Jear, we have assisied in the preparation:
‘of the GDuwnrlerment to "Rooks for Youth', a publication which
nas been acclained in schools and 11brar1es across Canada.‘
A committee of Young & Pecple's Librarians gvgluated hundreds
of books and »Teépardd antiototions for thosc which were -
chosen. The expericnce -of pooling our knowledge of Young

People's books s been invalvable in our daily work at the
L}Lz.'!\ :

Respectfullysubmitted,

Alberta Pielsticker
Young People's Librarian
Bast York Public Library’



Viork Vith Bows and Girls in 1963

M. 5. Vhiteran

D Loy Ao praclised din order

.

(i bongelreocpi ot Gy o
bo wnbtie hoola ovadlablteo Lo borvowers and Lo qevintodin Lhom in
the best posoible condibion,  lueh ol thils important worl
gocr on bohind tne uc(nes ond it involvens in some way cvery
member of the staff. In 1963, a good deal of thought has been
given to the orgenization of this part of the work. . Changes
kavc becq h”ur in somec of thc proccecdures in order to speed
up routine activites,

Duriﬂg the summer nonths the booiz stock was exanined,
A very 11rgo NurCTr ofiboo_w rocelvedt ninor repairs so that
they wiere ready for the Fall rush,

i new and very sinple method of keeping statistical .
reocords was introduced vihich has proved highly satisfactory.

The stock of childyen's boolis is now about 16,000, DBe--
cause of cho nunber of gehools we serve, the number of - regular
classes roceiving boolt toalls, and the 1argo number a&af prec-

school - childiren uming Lhce collection, there are many duplicatcs.
Lur cranp Lo, v have Luernhy four copies of Ludwig Bemelnan's
Hadeline.  Zdven woldding . this into considerastion, the collection
contains n lorge number of  titles, By way of comparison, .
the stoclr of Boys' and Girls' Housc 1s about 13,000, Ve
cmplor a'V3“y simwlce syston of classification which divides
the non-fictiown vy subject. ‘e have found that a stock of
this size requircs a more comnlicated system of classification
so that the books cun be Lound on the .,holvps quickly and
easily Under Miss 3ilcocli's dircetion such subjects 2s
Ul toxy Trovel and the Sciences hage been subdivided into
mall zubject grouwings. This involved Vhan”ﬁng 2ll the shelf
Signsx_rC~7ﬁt+cring 21l the books, and chopging the cataliogue
crieds end the stocln recomd, The vork should be completcd
waflg‘in‘ﬁjJ . I% not only makes the books casier for borrowers
to lecate, it also mekes rutting away ond revising shelves
casicr and cuilcker, - :

: Yie are very consclous of the fret thot we have a beauti=
ful bni?djnm and Mine foeiliblies.  Phepe nre only an cffective
e Bhe use }u., doosrule of then. Thiilg year we hove ottenpted
Yo give trorle / to ouxr work with groups by naking greater usc
of films pnd rocords. Vhile lirs. Terblanche vas horc We CeX-
plorcd the ficld of children's records and added somc very
gcod omncs to the collection. Last Junc when the classes come
for the 1lnst tinme and ogein at Chris stams vie tried to make

Bl wTslt 'torinzc Dibyary oovewy speeinl oceaslon by using

PO

rocoids, Hhusice, LUJ{C”, poctry and dronatizations have all
noon crgoyed.  Thisg Curistnoas, o Groade 5 class filed into

the Svory Hour ~oou CXL“Ptlng their vsunl book talk and

found a f re burning in the fireplace. The teacher quickly
switched off the light and wnd goid "I hope you have a ghost
story for us', liss 5:loocv rose 1o the occasion by playing
Llonel barsj orcts dranc cd version of Dicken's Christmas



Corol wvilh epuricnd geconpodwent,  Thal particular group of
chitdecn i Tl probonly, no '/|_::;' Forpel o bling arourkl the {fire
ond Benving bhe goine chilling voices of the "Christnus
gnochsh.

igaln, during Younz Cancda's Book Vieck, we uscd films
_ on LE’ theme 0ur Prench Horitage™ with fhe sixth grade
celogses o ned provided dignlays for the show casc.  One
tonchcf who ronwnbors the doys of the Library in the .school

[}

and thoe orowded schcdule goid as we walked upstalfs'“”h;
"is a far cry from librawies in schocl hascenentst

Ve still hove o lot to lecarn about films and the best
vuy to usc then. Ve plon to cxplore thig ficld further in
1984, So fnr, our nost successful showings wore the oncs
for the novenivs of pre school childroen. I‘leu dealing. with

re sehool children were ghown while the children were ot the
Juanumday stories. ' -

*d

During the kuL~xntn.u holidayes, there will e . £iln; chow-
ingn on Decmber 28 el Jonuweryl ol 2,00, At 10.00-aims on
Junuory Bothe puppet group will perferm, Early in the .Hew
Yenr, we hope to hoave o Punch ond Judy shove

Perizcps & fow figureg will 1n@10a ;e the extent of the
use that has been nele of cur facilities. These figures do
not includce  tiwe IHOILLil 01 Deeemboer,

€0 gtory hours z tendance 2,099 including 396 at the
pire school scogions and 903 ot the Pvcturb llaking Sessions
{about 1,5000 picturcs wore produced.).

oo

The puppet group perforned to an estimated 1,115 neople,.

hi9 elrooes all ol wldeh hened cither a story, a book
tall, o Lidm or oo record.

21 olonnos hove baon vigited b school nnd heen given
uooabory oo booll Bl

ULES Silecock wrote o seporate revort about the Art
Exhibit. I hope that more shows of this calibre can be held
here., The response: of the children was amazing. Each time TI.
conducted ~ tour I was showm sonething that I had'nt scen
belfore.  For many of thon this was their introduction to

1

Pteelet contbnnov“ny art.
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ART EXHIBITION AS VIEWED BY CHILDREN.

Paintings from a C.1.L. art collection were on display at the
East York Public Library, from the 25th. of October to the 15th. of
November. With the co-operation of the teachers, we took eleven

classes of elementary school age children from Public and Separate
schools to see- the pictures.

There was much enthusiasm’ and interest shown both by the pup-
~ils and the teachers. | would stress that though some pictures were:

more - general .appeal than others, every picture in that collection"”
was someone'!s favourite.

Of the abstract the children said that they. liked the design,. .
‘colour,and boldness in the techniques and mediums of the artists.
The younger children were quick to recognise the SubJeCt in such high-
ly impressionistic paintings as Godwin's The forest is green. There

was a tendency of course, to look for identifiable objects in abstrats
A little girl. etc.

A Intt]e girl calied Joanna In an accelerated Grade 1 had . amazing
vocabulary. She looked at William Ronald's Cuchulain and said “That
looks like adripping candle'. Heart Il by Robert Hedrick tike "
drought'' and Homage to Cubism like 'a strugglie'. She also »mmed:ately
: ndentlfzed "The forest is green' as trees with d:fferent coloured
-Ieaves on them, and twigs and branches. Though her tecacher failed
completely to see the design and thought that it was purely abstract.

'The teacher of one Grade 5 class talked to the children about
different kinds of painting and what to look for in the pictures before
allowing them to enjoy them on their own. The comments of these child-
ren were most interesting, they all discussed why they liked or disliked
certain pictures and had great appreciation of the difficluties of be-
ing an artist.They particularly enjoyed Carserman's ''Open Window''. One
girl said''you coqu feel the broken glass™, and someone else said
they llke "the picture within a picture!'.

The more realistic pictures were pOpular, particularly the two
pictures of Glen Adams "At Maces Bay -" and "The Sir William Alexander"
- The childrenistressed their care and precision, and how neat they were
from a close view as well as a distance. However other children thought
they were too precise. '"On the Fence'' by Danny P. Brown was very cont-
roversial, some thought it was the finest picture in the col!ectxon,
others satd "Why don't you show me a photograph'.

It was a pleasure and a privilege to be present when the child-
ren were Jooking at the pictures. Their minds are so open and unim-
hibited. One little girl in Grade 2 looked at William Kurelek's ''Hau-
ling Sheaves!. "l know what that is'' she said, !' The forty thieves
. carrying away the treasure''.
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There was tremendous interest in texture. One child was sure
that Christmas " 61 ' was not paint but meterial. The children also
found "'Speak'' and "' Genesis quintet No 1 ' interesting from this
point of view. They were puzzled by Ronald Bloore's "Triple Sun'
Parclard Makamura's ''Line Waves No. 2" but were interested in the
technique. "

The thing that impressed me most was an apparently instinctive
knowledge that abstract art is the product of intellectual activity.
in specaking about Composition Il one girl said "“The artist must have
thought about it in his mind and it came out a design' A boy, referr-
ing to the same picture, remarked that he could paint like that him-
self. A classmate replied, ' | don't think you could . it took a lot
of thought to make the shapes and colours balance.'

Anne Silcock:

Margaret Whiteman.



