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PREFACE . 

..,.....,...,...,... 

THE prefent Volume 0£ Etfays" 

Tales, Apologucts, &c. is now 0£ .. 

fered to: the Public. Its contents 

'1ave b.een chiefly conhibuted by the 

Publifh€r's· literary. fritnds,. in order 

to form an additional feries of le:ff ons 

for the fervi'ce of families and fchools. 

Mofal itiftiu8ion, has been the Edi­

tor's chief aim in this, as in his for­

mer publications ; and variety has 

A2 been 
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been his vehicle for the communica-, - . .• 

tion of it. For the laudable and li­
beral contributions of thofe who have ,,,.. •• > 

· aided his defign, he defires to exprefs 
. ' his fenfible obligations; and lie fub. 

mi:ts them · with. a · ref pecl:ful confi; 

dence to thofe inflruct:ors ·who liave, 

in fo indulgent a manner, patroniied: 
his previous efforts to lighten the~ 
labour of tuition. He requefls _ at 

the fame time to add, that, ihould 

the candour he has before · experi­

enced fuggeft any hints for farther' 
improvement, in the event of another, 

edition, 



PREFACE. V 

edition, fuch hints will be thankfully 

attended to- by the Public's 

Strand, 
.March, 1 798. 

Much obliged, and 

. Grateful fer"\1ant, 

G .. S, 





CONTENTS. 

CH.AP. Page 

I. EnucA'tION and Ignorance. 
An Allegory. t 

JI. On the Employment of Time. · 6 

III. The Bee and the Blue.:Bottle. A 

Fable. -- 11 

IV. The Ufes of Reading. - 1 5 
V. Addrefs to the Deity. By Mr. 

Park. ~ 19 

Vt. Mbral Retribution. A Tale. 2 I 

VII. The Advanta_ges of Knowledge. z7 

VIII. On Filial Love and Obedience,. 3 t 

IX. The Young Partridge. A Tale 

in Verfe. 3> 

X. 'l'hooghts on Nature and Provi-

dence. 38 

XI. The Folly of Pride. 43 

XII. On Truth. 48 

XIII. 'the Captive Lark. A Tale. 5 3 

XIV. Pru-



viii CONTENTS. 

eHAP. Pago 
XIV. Prudence and Prodigality exem-

plified. ;7 
XV. Rhapfodyon Man. By Mr. Park. 63 

XVI. Addrefs to Woman, By Mifs 
Seward. 65· 

XVII. Misfortune alleviated. 67 
XVIII. _On _Education and Books. A -

Pialo~µe! 7 5 
XIX,_ Er~ftlli and Harriet. A 'l)ialogue. 8 5 

. Ballad tq_ Hope._ · Br . ~ifs 
88 

XX, The O~eau contemplated. 90 
~XI._ :J'hC?llJ?;~ts ?11· a T~under St-0rm . 

. .. , By· the £~v. Mr. '\Vjlijams. 94 
. XXII. Good Tempei: neceifary to pro-

duce Happinefs. , 96 
¥XIII. Hi!l:ory of Mr. Be!field . IOI . . . XX;IV. Ode froJn . the Itali!ln. ·. _By Mifs 

Sewarq. . 106 . . 
XKV. Qo Cruelty to Anim~ls. : Io7 

XXVI. On Huqting. . 1 a 
)~.XVII: flumility recommended. I 19 

~XVIII_. A Vi~t to London. 123 
XXIX. The fame, concluded. · 128 • I" • • ... .. • •• • .. 

MEN-



MENTAL AMUSEMENT; 

Tlf.E JUVENILE MORALIST. 

CHAP. I. 

Educµtion and Ignorance. 

' AN ALLEGORY. 

6' Phocylides, a Greek poet, compared Educa~ 

" tion to a fickle and a ha_ncJ., becaufe, if 
" there was · any vice i!1 the foul, it wou.ld 
" , weed it out; and if there was no virtue, it 
" would plant fome in." 

Gi. If good we plar,t not, vice will fill the mind, 

" And weeds defpoil the place fot· flqw'rs de,~ 

fign'd."_ HANNAH MoR.E. 

/ EDUCATI.QN and JGNOR.b\NCJi:. had 

long lived gpp.qfit~ tq ~ql! <?t~.er in 
a coun-
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a country town. .lt was the conflant 

b u:finefs of the former to improve his 

_1ind, and to promote the good of 

his fellow-creatures; while the latter 

vvas loitering at his door, and finding 

fault with thofe who were better em­

ployed than himfelf. EoucATION 

one day met IGNORANCE, on his way 
to the village bowling-green, . and 

thus add reffed him:" Pr'ythee, neigh­

H our IGNO~ANCE, what can poffi­

,c b -y entice you fo often to. that fcene 

a of indolence and tumult? you 

c:< know what continual quarrels en­

a fl. e from it, and what troubles 

, '°~ they_ involve you in : how much 

tr n1cre coJDfort might your own little 

'' cot-
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" cottage afford ; and what far hap­

" pier effects would refult from care­

" ful indufiry; or ftudious applica .. 

'·' tion !"-" Perhaps they might," 

faid IGNORANCE; " but I had no tafte 

" for fu.ch matters in my you1..ger 

" days, and it is too late now to profit 

"'' by your advice."-" It never can 

"be too late," returned EDUCATION, 

_" to profit by advice, which is kindly 

" intended and candidly received. 

·" From this moment let me become 

-" your ad vifer : I will teach yoµ to 
, 

" adopt new plans, and to acquire 

" new habits, whi.ih will make you 

c, defpife yonr former courfe of lifer 

H Take me for your c~nducl:or, ~nd 

ij 2 ~' I will 
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" I will lead you to the mount of 
~, Knowledge, where you may gather 
'< fadelefs flowers, and look down 
cc with contempt on thofe vvorthlefs 
'' weeds which before could gratify 
'' your fenfes. For the fruits of idle­
~' nefs (you already know) are ihame, 
" ·penury, remorfe ; and thofe of in-

. " duftry ( as I can witnefs) are com ... 
'~ fort, independence, and fame."....._ 
,IGNORANCE liftened with attention to 
this friendly offer, and the dulnefs of 
his ·character no longer feemed 'Vifible 
on his countenance. He grafped the 
hand ·of EnucATroN with refpectful 
.ardou"r, pron1ifed to become his daily 
vifitor, apd, infie3:d of living oppo./te, 

y~rr 
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very foon took up his abode on the 

fame fide of the way. REF@RMA­

TION, his fir ft coufin, died a few 

years after, and leaving him heir to 

a handfome fortune, IGNORANCE took 

his NAME. 
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CH AP. If~ 

fln the Employment of ·Time. 

~, A wife man counts his minutes ; he Jets nQ 
" time flip; for time is life, which he makes 
" long by the good hufbandry of a right ufe 
" <!,nd application qf it." RuLE OF LrFE. 

THE heft way of ordering time is 
to lay down a plan of our own, 
adapted to the purfuits we are en-

. gaged in : this will leave us lcifure 
for every purf uit., and prevent our 
~ppearing in a hurry op every trifling 
pccafion. 

Order is the fipfr law of nature; 
1tre pioon, ft~rs, flUd tiqes, vary not 

frow. 
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from their fettled courfes, and " the 

~' fun knoweth the hot:Jr of his going 

'~ down." 

When many things prefs upon us, 

;1nd we are douptful Vi hat to do firft, 

how many minutes do we lofe for 

want of order; and how painful is 

the reflection., that thofe minutes 

never can return! 

Ufoful employment 1s the main 

fpring of our being; without it we 

fuould foon grow languid or fretful, 

and probably become a burden to 

ourfelves. The noble works achieved 

by a:ffiduity, hiflory has recordtd : 

thence too we learn, that the greatefr 

tnep.~ in ·every ~&e ~nd PcJ.tion, have 
. I . O\Y~P 
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owed their greatnefs to the wife dif~ 
pofal of their time. Crefar had never 
conquered, or ~ritten the hifrory of 
his conque.fts, had he not poffeifed, 
in a high degree, the power of turning 
every n1oment to fome account; New­
ton had never explored the true 
n1overnent of the heavenly bodies, 
had he loitered away his youth in 
perfonal eafe or indulgence; Locke 
had never fearched into the receffes 
of human intellect, had his mind 
been le[s active., or lcfs vigilant in 
its application of the paffing hour; 
nor had Thomfon, the f weet poet of 
nature, ever fung to us '' the Seafons 
f' as they changed," if he had aH his 

life 
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1ife indulged, " falfely luxurious," on 

the bed of floth ; for, as he kindly 

queftions us, 

" ls there aught in fleep can charm the v:ife? 

~' To lie in dead oblivion, lofing half 

" The fleeting moJnents of too ihort a lifer" 

By a habit of early rifing, the 

fcantieft life may be extended, and 

the Iongefr made much longer : iri 

what proportion will appear from the 

following ftatement. In the courfe 

of forty years, the difference between 

rifing every morning at fix or eight 

o'clock, amounts to three years and 

nearly four months; which would 

fupply twelve hour5 a day for almofr 

feven 
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fcven years: Whence it may be con­
:ficlered as fo long a term added to 
our exiftence. Let this reflecl:ion 
roufe the fluggard from his pillow; 
and let him pro~t by the following 
example. Alfred the Great, one of 
the wifeft monarchs that ever fwayed 
the Britiih fceptre, affigned to every 
hour of his life its peculiar bufinefs: 
be divided the day and night into 
three parts; eight hours he allotted 
to eat and ileep in, eight were de­
voted to bufinefs and recreation, and 
eight to fl.udy and prayer. 

" Firfl: worfhip Go D !-he that forgets to pray, 
'~ Bids not himfelf good morrow,_ or good day!" 
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CH .AP. III. 

Economy inculcated; or, The Bee and 

the Blue-Bottle. 

A FABLE. 

" The regard one {hows Economy is like that 

" we :fhow a diCT:ant relation who is to leave 

~, us fomething at 1af1:." SHEN STONE. 

" Economy js the parent of Integrity, of Li• 

" berty, and of Eafe, and the beauteous fifi:er 

" of Temperance, of Cheerfulnefs, and 

" He.-alth." HA WKEswaRTH. 

A LARGE blue fly, who was buz­

zing every morning about the door 

of a grocer's ihop, had fattened him­

felf on the fides of a fugar-caik, till 

he 
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he was fcarcely able at night to fly 
home to his hole in a garden wall. 
A bee, who belonged to a hive within 
the garden, and was hourly culling 
fweets from every flower, to load his 
little thighs with honey for the cell, 
had obferved this lazy drone, and 
cautioned him againft indulging in 
f uch excefs of luxury. "This, neigh­
" bour," faid the bee, " is indeed a 
" fine funny feafon, but it will not 
'' laft many n1onths; nor will the 
" fugar-caik, where you pa.fs whole 
" days in gorging yourfelf, fupply you 
" with food for the winter, if you 
" feaft fo grecdil y now. ~l\.dopt my 
"practice, and lay by., for future. 

" fup-
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"fupport, what you do not require 

" for prefent fubfiflence." The blue­

bottle thanked the bee for his friendly 

hint, paid many compliments to his 

,vifdom, and applauded his worldly 

prudence; but returned again next 

n1orning to the lufcious delights of 

the fugar-cark. At length, Novcn1-

bcr came: the winds blew very iharp, 

and the rain fell very heavy; the poor 

blue-bottle was not able to get to the 

grocer's, and at home he had made 

no provifion againft bad weather. 

The bee peeped o;t of his hive., and 

pitied his foolifh neighbour~ but the 

cares of his own family prevented 

him from doing more. 

C MORAL . 
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MORAL. 

Tempe.ranee, not abftinence, is man's true b1ifs, 
And being fo, is therefore Heaven's com­

mand: 
The wretch who riots, thanks his GDd amifs; 

Vi7lio ftarves, rej~as the bounties of his hand. 

CH AP. 
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The VJes of Reading-

'' Each pleafing art lends foftnefs to the minct; 

~ And, with our ftudies, are our lives refin'd.'" 

THERE is not, perhaps, any better 

refource for improving our minds than 

READI~G, provided the books we 

:read are properly felected, and the 

temper in which they are perufed ac­

cords with the fubjeB-. Reading not 

on:I y brrngs a fund of employment to 

tI1e memory, but fits us for various 

d uties, and n1akes us capable of con­

verfing upon a variety of fnhj ect:s. 

c 2 Unedu-. 
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Uneducated perfons, who cannot en­

joy this privilege, are often a fatigue 

to themfelves, or ar·e driven to amufe-

1nents tota1ly uhworthy of a rational 

being. By ftoring the mi~d with 

ufeful ideas, we feel ourfelves intel­

ligent creatures; and, living under 

this impulfe, are fitted for the ex­

ercife of thofe duties which call for 

our exertions in every fphere of life ... 

If a fellow ... creature is oppreffed by 
want or ficknefs, nature and religion 

prompt us to minifter the cordial of 

relief, or the balm of fympathy. Jf 
-we have the means to leffen another's 

fufferings , confcien.ce will fccretly 

i·e~ompen[e us for all the attentions 

,-vhich 



Addre.fs to the Deity. 

ETERNAL Pow'r ! who.fpread'ft o-'er all 

Thy mild parental care:- . 

Affift a mortal's feeble call, 

Aitcept"hi.s lowly prayer! 

Pfr, when my failings I cfeplor~, 

Thy mercy ftoops to blefs; 

. JV or, while I feel that mercy more,. 

Let others own, it lefa. 

But as to me thy comforts flow, 

Oh! let them fo extend, 

That nature ne'er may find a foe, . 

Where frailty needs a friend . 

Far rather give the ang~l-powe.ir 

To footh ·another's pain; 

Ta- gjld affliction's louely bour1 

And link the focial chain. 
,· . ' 
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So may my heart, when pierc'd by grief, 
The better bear difi:refs; 

And, when thy goodnefs briRgs relief; 
With warmer ardour blefs. ·,-...._ 

Relying on an all-wife will, 
Be my dependence this­

To think that every feeming ill 
Contains a real blifs: 

And for the good thy gifts reveal, 
Be gratefoi praifes given; 

So £hall each earthly joy I feel, 
E xalt my thoughts to Heaven 1 

T. P. 

CHAP. 



The Ujes of Readiug.. 1 7 

which charity den1anded at our bands; 

and we .fhall be thankful to HIM who 

"' went about doing good," for every 

occafion afforded us of proving our­

felves his followers ; for after al 1 our 

tea{oning, the logic of the gofpel 

mnft be founded in our own heaits. 

The moft preffing arguments in fa. 

vour of the difireifed, will never 

touch him, who can fee his fellow­

creatures fuffer without being moved. 

An unfeeling mind is like an ill• 
... 

tuned infiniment, from which it is 

impoffible to · draw forth pleafing 

founds. Let us not forget, therefore, 

that " Chriftianity has but two capi­

" tal features-love to God, evinced 

C 3 '' in 
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"in acts of piety-and good-will 
~' towards man, exemplified in all 
~' the poffibilities of doing good.". 

-CHAP . 
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CH AP. VI. 

Moral Retribution. 

A TALE. 

'' It rarely happens that punifiunent, thougJ\ 

'' flow in its progrefs, has failed to overtake 

'' a villain." HoRACE. 

NEAR to a village in the weft of 

England there dwelt an honeft but 

homely pair, who earned their bread 

by the [ weat of their brow, and en­

joyed in humble peace. the fruits of 

thei,r mutual indufiry. William., at 

his cottage on the wafie, was always 

met with fmiles by his he] pmate Ellen, 

who 
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·who gladly fet a:fide her ✓work to -cbeer 
ber William with a welcome meal. 
Thus, in ruilic quiet, did many years 
pafs on, till their only fon, yo-ung 
Alleyne, was grown a fturdy boy. 
-One evening, after waiting longer 
than ufual for tl~e return of Willia1n 
from the n1arket, Alleyne took his 
mother by the hand, and afked her to 
go and meet bis father. They .firQ11ed 
away together over the common, and 
a1ong the foot-path by the wood .. 
_fide, til! they approached the village.: 
but William met them not. Ellen 
fancied he muft have gone home fom-e 
other way, and haften.ed back to their 
.cottage, left he ihould arrive before 

them 
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them. But the. cottage was lonely as 

fhe left it. Terrors, till now un­

known, crowded into her mind. 1 t 

grew quite dark, and William was 

to have returned at leafi two hours 

before. · Ellen faw her fon to bed, 

and hurried again to the village to 

collect fome tidings of him ; but no 

·one had feen William fince fun-fet. 

Half diftracl:ed, the again ran back 

to her cottage, and paired in fiifled 

moanings ,a night of fleeplefs woe. 

On the morrow vVilliam came not, 

nor did ihe· ever fee · him more ! Not. 

the fmallefl whifper rea~hed her of 

what could have befallen him.-In 

fad, though patient affliction, :fhe 

Ja .. 
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lamented her hapkfs fate, and reared 
up her youthful Alleyne in folitude 
and tears. Alleyne repaid her teu­
dernefs with dutiful regard. He foon 
fupplied his father's office of pro­
viding for her daily ,vants, grew be-

- loved by all the country, and., whe11 
he came to manhood, 1narried .tbe 
.only daughter of a rich grazier, who 
put the _young couple in po:!feffi..o:q. 
of a fnug farm. Thither he removed 
his mother; who gradually loft the 
fenfe of her own farrows in beholdi-o_g 
her fon's profperity. 

It happened one day th~t Alleyne 
- paifed the village-green while fomc 

ruftics were pitchipg the bar; and., 
4 
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-as he was famed for flrength, they 

begged him to take a fling. Alleyne 

complied, and 'put out all his force; 

but, by fome ftrange mifchance, the 

bar flew from his hand in a random 

direclion, firuck the ftomach of one 

Ruflan, a gambling cock-fighter, and 

brot1_g:b11t him bleeding to the .ground. 

The blow was pronounced to he -

mortal; -a11d Alleyne, when he heard 

. it, became almoft infane. Ruftan 

,vas conveyed, as he directed, to the 

porch of the vicarage, whither Al-
. 

leyne went alfo, by his defire; and, 

as life was ebbing fait, he called the 

clergyman to witnefs that his fate was 

truly jufi. " In me," faid Ruftan , 

D "you 
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'' you behold a guilty wretch, who 
·" flew the father of Alleyne, for the 
" fake of his weekly earnings, which 

" I loft next day at the cock-pit, 

" and have lived a life of torment 

" ever fince. The deadly wound 
"which now exhau.fts. me was given · 

'"~ me by Heaven, and not the hand 
" of Alleyne; and with my parting 
" breath I declare the jqftice of Pro­
,~ vidence, in making an innocent 

"' fon th~ avenger of his murdere~ 
f' father." 

CHAp. 
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The Ad-vanta_ges of Kuowledte. 

" Knowledge is not only an ornament, buf a 

"'' [olace in · tlie moments of leifure and foli ...­

" tude." DR. REEs. 

To be able tg ~njoy the pleafures of 

retirement, requires a mind furnifhed 

with internal refources. When men 

talk with rapture of retreating from 

the world, we may give them credit 

for all the vifions they have formed 

of pure felicity ; but th~ mind will 

ft ill reqtJire f up port, a11,q cannot feed 

µpon 1nere fr1dolence; which, per-

:P 2 hf!J?S, 
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haps, is all that leifure can fupply. 
The end propofed by the bufy is va­
rious; but in the labour itfelf is the 
enjoyment: and when this labour is 
at an end, chagrin will probably fill 

_ the place of ideal happinefs. For; , 
generally fpeaking, we never fee thofe 
perfons content with folitude jn ad• 
vanced life, who have not ftored their 
minds with domefiic wifdom and ufc .. 
ful knowledge.-" Knowledge,'' as a 
noble writer remarked, " is a com­
'' fortablc ancl neceifary :lhelter for us 
" in age; but if we do not plant it 

-"' while young, it will give us no 
"ibade when we grow old." And 

for 
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for fuch planting, it may be added, 

. the occafion is frequent! y loft. 

_ A reputable tradefman in the city 

of W eftminfter, who retired from bu­

:fi nefs to a villa he had purchafed 

near the fea, after an ab-fence of fome 

months, found an inactive life fo 

irkfome, that he entreated again to 

have a ihare in the partnerfhip which 

he had lately given up, This was 

unkindly refufed him; and he then 

de:fired to become an a:ffiftant in the 

ihop, and to ferve, without :r~w~rd, 

behind the ~ouoter. 

This inftance, among others., evinces 

the nec~:ffity there is for mental cul­

tivc1tio1J, wh&tever may by oqr em-

D ~ ployv 
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ploy. But this mufi: be effected in. 
early years, or there is little likelihood 
of its being effected at all. The feeds 
of knowledge then fown in the mind 
are f ure to fpring up with advantage in 
later periods, and will yield fruits of 
increafe proportioned to our culture, 
and the fertile patµr~ of th¼ [oil. 
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. C H A P. VIII. 

On Filial Lo·ve and Obedience~ 

~, Honou,; thy father and thy mother." 

FIFT.H CoMMANI>MENT. 

A STEADY and rooted affection 

from children to their parents is one 

.of the moft natur~l, as well as en:­

gaging fentiments which can be che-

..,{_iihed in the bofom of youth. It is 

an inftincli ye feeling, and cannot 

therefore pe giveµ up without a pre­

vious departure from all th~t is amia­

ble or_ virtuous. This is finely !hown 

in one of Shakefpeare's trag_edics, of 
. . 

which Garrick faid~ 
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"'' Ingratitude would drop the t:ar, 
'~ Cold-blooded age take fire, 

~, To fee t):i~ tl)ankl~fs children of old LE A I\. 
" .Spurn at their king and fire ! " 

Odious muft ever appear the un­
dutiful child, while fitial regard -is 
fure to obtain admirationr A pleafing 
"inftance of its po\Yerful effects is re. 
·corded in the Roman hiG:ory. While 
Octavius Crefar was at Samos, after 
the battle of A<liurn, he held a coun­
cil to examine the prifoners which 
had been engaged in the pa,rty of 
his adverfary. Among the re.ft, there 
·was brought before him an old man, 
n~mcd I\1etellus., disfigured by a long 
peard, 4 neglected head pf hair, an_d 
very rapped apparel. The fpn pf this 

M~-
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Metellus was one of the judges, but 

.he had great difficutty t~ difcover his 

father in this deplorable condition. 

At length, however, having recol­

lected his features, infiead of being 
-

· afhamed to 0wn :him, he ran eagerly 

into his arms, and ihed a torrent 01 

tears. upon his neck. Then turning 

to the tribunal, " Crefar,." £aid he, 

i:, my father has been your enemy., 

" and I yeur officer : he deferves to 

'" be puniihed, and I to be rewarded. 

~' The fav~ur .I defi. re of you is, either 

" to fave him on my account,. -or to 

"-0rder me to be put to death with 

'' him." All the judges were touched 

witb compailioq ~~ this affecting 

fcene. 
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rc·ene. Octavius himfelf relented, and 
' 

granted to old Metellus his life and 

liberty. 

There is an i~ward delight arifing 

from the difcharge of filial duty, which 

always furnifhes a full reward for any 

refiraints it n1ay impofe : while difo~ 

bedience or contempt is fure to breed 

a canker-worm within the heart, and 

fometim@s brings wit1'1 it an immediate 

punifument. Thi-s is prettily fhown . 

jn the enfuing_ tale, written by a gen­

tleman on a ihooting party, and (ent 

~o his ~od-daugq.ter~! 
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CH AP. IXo 

The Young Partridg e, 

A TALEe 

tt FROM plains o'erfpread with bell-cnp~ 

blue, 

" And crow-foot flow'rs, of yellow hue, 

" From fens where pithy rufhes grow, 

" And ihallow fireams with pomp creep flow, 

'' To little Lucy, young and fair; 

" Whom myfiic vows have made my care, 

" Oh! wing thy way, my gentle dove, 

'"' And chant the praife of filial love. 

" For fiill t9. footh a mother's cares, 

" To nurfe her hopes, or cahn he,r fears, 

" And cheer her path through life's rough way, 

~, Be your firfi pleafure-.-to obey ! 

'' Oi; Heaven, averting frieud(hip's pra;yer, 

'1 Infiead of-pea-ce will. fend_ clefp~.ir. 
"An.•. 
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" Ancient batds,' and tales of old, 
" · In fong this moral oft have told ; 

" And well I know the precept true, 
" For late I learn'd this mural too. 

t 

" One .mifiy morn, when dewdrops ihone 
" By the faintly--glirnme/ing moon, 

" I to the hazel coppice hied; 

" With i:rufi:y Sancho by my fide; 
" Lur'd by the eager quefi: of game, 

" v\Tith fav'rite fowling-piece I {:ame.­
" Soon as the fun with tepid ray 

" Chas'd the thick mift and dew away, 
" The whirring covey leave the wood, 
" A hd cgai~ the fields m , qt1efi: of food, 

" Spread their bright plumes, and glaclfome play 
" Beneath the fi:rengt'h'ning beams of day. 
" One little wanton; pert and vain, 
f, Contemns her mother's fober reign, 

" Rejetl:s adv-ice with haughty ak, 

" And wanders o'er the ilubble far: 

" '!. ill keen-nos'd Sancho rai1ging by, 
" Stands,-and foretels a partridge nigh. 

" Now, by tt~-:e treacherous gale betray'd, 
" Wi!hing, in ~in, maternal aid , 

"She 
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'' ·she ponders o'er her follies pair, 

" And, finner-like, repents at lafi:: -

" With fated flafh the thunder flies; 

'' The bii·d, 1,,vithout a chirrup, dies.11 

J. F. 
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· Thoughts on Nature and Providet1t~eQ 

" NATURE is but a name for a~ effect 
" Whofe cauf~ is GQD !" ·cowPE~. 

TO trac~ the beauties of Nature ancl 
the boµpties of Providence, h~s ever 
filled the thinkipg mind with grati-. . 
tude_ aqd delight~ To remark; with 
,vhat m,aJefty anq o~der the f uµ pur~ 
f ues h\~ cpurfe, ripening into µfe the 
yeget?-ble world, a.nd cheering the 
whole cr~ation with his f plendour ; 
~o fee " the moon take up the won~ 
~' drous tale'' of he~ ~ivin<? <;>~1g1ni 

and 
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and announce herfelf '' the leifer 

" light to rule the night;'' to obfei·ve 

the planets purfue their courfes 

through infinite fpace, each in its 

feveral orbit ; to behold the ftarry 

hoft, mingling their milder radiance 

through the fame vafi void ; is a 

fight to elevate the foul, and kindle 

our devotion at the fkies ! 

Turning our eyes frdm the hea­

vens to the earth, whereon we dwell, 

what a fcene of wonders again en­

gages our view ! How does the 

ftrucl:ure of every being fill us with 

furprife ! and what a triumph over 

the boaG:ed powers of man does his 

great Creator maintain; when even 

E 2 the 
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the fmalleil infect that craw ls upon 
this globe, not a whole nation of 

a1iificers have ikill enough to frame. 

-If ,ve roam into the fields in fum­

mer, what a picture prefc.nts itfclf 

before our fenfes ! What delightful 

colours does Nature paint with! How 

grateful to the eye ~s the blue canopy 

· that hangs above our heads, and the 

green carpet which fpreads itfelf be­

neath our feet! Flowers fcent the 

gale with health, and rife before us 

in beautiful variety, at every ftep we 

tread. Some herbs have medicinal 

properties, while others fupply food 

to the herds and flocks that graze 

upon the f urface of the ground. The 

ocean 
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otean has its ihoa1s of living crea­

tures, and abounds ·with every fpecies 

of the fcaly tribe, from the huge whale 

to the ihrirrtp that f,rorts upon the 

ebbing wave. The air is peopled alfo 

with its gay tenants, fome of ·whom 

delight us by their plumage, and 

others by their charms of fong. The 

ALMIGHTY has difplayed his wi(doIJI 

and goodnefs in all the works of 
I 

creation, by endowing every creature 

with powers fuitable to the purpofes 

of its exiftence. But to his creature 

man, He has given an underft,anding, 

vvhcreby he is capable of knowing, 

lov.ing, and fcrving his 1V1AKER ! 

u "\-Iappy 
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" Ha~py who walks with HrM ! whom what he 
finds 

" Of flavour or of fcent in fruit or flower, 
" Or what he fees of beautiful or grand 
" In _nature, from the· broad majeftic oak 
" To the ,green blade that trembles in the fun, • 
" ' Prompts with _remembrance of a prefent 

GOD! 
" Who gives its ]ufire to an infecl:'s wing, 
" And wl:ieels his throne upon the rolling 

worl~s." 

CHAP~ 
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CH AP. XI. 

The Folly of Pride. 

" To be proud of knowledge, is to oe blind in 
" the light; to be proud of virtue, js to poi­
" fon yourfelf whh the antidote; to be proud 
" of authority, is to make your rife your 
" downfall." MoRAL SENTIMENTS. 

THERE appears to be no paffion; 

more decried, nor any more preva­

lent, than that of pride·. It takes fo. 
many ihapes, that it fometimes de­

ceives even the poifeffor himfelf. It 

aff umes a pompotls deportment, from 

bei~g the heir to a founding name. 

It boafts of poffeffions, which have . . . 
not 



44 On Pride,, 

not always been honourably obtained; 

and too often makes exterior iho,v 

fupply the want of intri11fic virtue. 

In ihort, it aims at diftinB:ion by 
means which cannot properly con­

fer it. 

A tertain cavaiier, hearing that an 

o1d friend of his was fuddenly ad­

va need to be a cardinal, went to 
congratulate him upon his new dig­
nity. " ;I?ray, Sir/' faid the cardinal, 

with great formality, " may I crave 
·" the favour of your n'1;me, and of 

'• your bufinefs ?"-" I am come," 
replied th~ cavalier, after a ihort 

paufe, '' to condole with your emi­

" nence, and to tell you how heartily 

~' I pity 
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" I pity thofe perfons whofe brains 

" are fo turned with the pride of pre­

" ferment, that they can neither fee, 

" nor hear, nor underftand, like other 

" men; fince it makes them as en­

" tirel y forget an old acquaintance, 

" as if they had never feen him before 

" in the courfe of their lives." 

Some of the ancients treated this 

failing with juft feverity; and we 

have an inftance tranfmitted by hif.l 

tory of very feafonable reproof. One 

day when Alcibiades was boafting of 

his wealth and great eftates, Socrates 

carried him to a map, and requefted 

him to find Attica.-It was fo mi­

nute as fcarcely to be difcernible. He 

found 
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found it, however, though with 
difficulty. But upon being defired to 
point out his own dlcite there, '' It 
"is too fmall;'' he anfwered, " to be 
"diftinguiibed.''-" See, then;'' re­
turned Socrates; " how much reafon 
"you have to be bloated up \vith 
·" felf-impo1.ta1ice about a viewlefs 
" point of land." This reafoning 
might have been purfued ftill farther. 

, For what was Attica cori1pared to all 
Greece, ~reece to all Europe, Eu~ 
rope to the whole world, dr the 
world itfelf to the multitude of orbs 
which furtound it? What an atom 
is the moft powerful prince upon 
earthj in the midft of this grand af .. 

femblage; 
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femblage; a11d what a fpot in the 

preatio~\ does he occupy! Well, there­

fore,, m:ay the Holy Scriptures teach 

µs-

;.. 
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CH AP. XII. 

On Truth. 

" Truth, like Virtue, to be loved needs only· 
,: tobefeen." BEATTIE. 

THE youth who takes Truth for his 
guide, who reg~lates his aclions by 
the laws of confcience, and makes 
his paffio'i1s fubmit to reafon, ls uot 
very li·k~J y to err in his progrefs 
through life. Truth, indeed, is the 
beft policy as well as the foundeft 
wifdom; for whatever convenience 
may feem to be gained by falfehood., 
it is foon over; but the difadvantage 
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is perpetual, becaufe it brings a per­

fon under con~ant fufpicion. 

;RoBERT 2nd JAMES had been play­

mates. from their earlieft childhood, 

and, in ronfequence of a long in­

timacy which had fuhfified between 

t:heir pareEts, were fent to the fame 

fchool. In tbe breafr of ROBERT_, 

Truth was a fixed principle, and ex~ 

tended itfelf throughout his conduct 

Vlith JAMES, 1 1ruth, on preffing oc­

caJions, was often facri:fioed to felfiih 

fear. A complaint was one day 

lodged againfi the two friends by a 

neighbouring miller, on account of 

{ome ibe-affes, big witf1 foal., which 

(hey_ had taken from gr.afs, and gal-

F lopped' 
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lopped up and down a lane near the 
village for a whole afternoon. -The 
mailer took the boys apart, and de­
manded from each a true ftatement 
of the affair. RoBERT, with an open 
franknefs, related the event as it' really 
happened_, with fincere concern for 
having committed an act of barbarity, 
of which he was not fufficiently 
aware : .and after many blu:fhes at -his 
own thoughtlefs folly, he generoufl y 
took upon him to re_prefent the lefs 
active fhare which his playmate had 
taken in the tranfacl:ion.-J AMES, on 
being examined, denied the facts al­
leged by the miller ; but finding 
this wo4ld not anf w_er his purpofe, 

- he 
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he endeavoured to throw the blame 

of the whole matter upon RoBERT. 

· The different behaviour of the two 

boys on this occafion, gave the mafter 

a full infight into their oppofite cha­

raB:ers, and he refolved to imprefs 

their effecls upon the minds of the 

whole fchool. To the father of JAMES 

l1e fent word, that a proper compen­

fation muft be made to the miller for 

the mifdeeds of his fon ; and when 

this was effeBed, he puniihed the 

offender feverely for his perfidy to 

RoBER T, in the face of all their play­

fellows ; and Jemmy became a by-word 

in the fchool ever after for fuch as· 

were caught in a lie. RoBERT, on 

F 2 the 



52 On Truth. 

the cont:ary, was not only · freely 
pardoned, but held up as a n1odel 
of truth and candour. The mailer 
undertook to fettle terms for him with 
the-miller, and in memory of his con-

, du&., ufed to grant a yearly holyday 
to all tlie fcholars, who entitled it 
RoBERT's feflival. 

Some of the ancient moralifti 
looked upon Truth as no- lefs neceifary 
than virtue, to qualify a human foul 

- for the enjoyment of a happier ftate. 
And, " certainly" (fays the learned 
Lord Bacon), it is heaven upon earth 
" to have a man's mind move in 
"' Chari,ty, reft in Providence, and 
" turn upon the poles of Truth." 

CHAP .. 
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CH AP. XIII. 

The • Captive Lar!v. 

A TALE. 

" The love of liberty with life is given, 

" And life itfelf's the inferior gift of Heaven ! " 

IN taking a ~valk acrofs the fields 

near town, on a fine fun1mer evening, 

I was de]jghtcd with the cheerful ap­

pearance which the feafon difplayed; 

and frequently paufed to mark the 

changes which the fetting fun pro­

duced, or to hear tbc birds chant 

their carols to the departing day . . A 

lark \Yhich had rifen near me, took 

F 3 his 
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h_is flight into the pure expanfe abov~ 
my head, ftill finging as he foared, 
and poifing himfelf amid the blue 
ether~ as far as the eye could reach. 
On a fudden he dropt from his height7 

like a body deprived of moticn, and 
defcended into an adjoining field. I 
haftily ftepped forward to mark the 
fpot where he alighted, and, lo!' 
when I peeped over the hedge, I 
perceived my poor lark fluttering 
among the toils of a bird-catcher,. 
who. bad decoyed him into his fnares. 
" Ill-fated fongfter ! " faid I to n1y­
felf, " what a fad exchange is this ! 
" From having lived on the bofom of 
" the air, thou art pow to be pent 

"up 
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" up in f ome, clofe garret, in a cage 

H no bigger than a moufe-trap, or 

" expofed to t}:ie cruel ties of any idle 

"boy who may be rich enough to 

" buy thee for a play-thing. No: I 

" •will refcue thee from fuch hard 

:, bondage,. and reftore thee to thy 

" abfent mate." The bird-catchcr1 

taking advantage of my ardour, ~eem_ed 

unwilling to part with his prize; but 

at length we made our bargain, and 

having committed the trembling cap­

tive to his native region, methought 

every object which prefented itfelf on 

my way home afforded an unufual 

cheerfulnefs. " And ~f this," faid I, 

" is the refult of having releafed a 

~' poor 
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"poor bird only, what nobler tranf­
" ports might Europeans derive from 
" procuring freedom for their fable 
" brethren in Africa! 

r~ Natives of Europe, wherefore boaft 
" The fair complexion of a lkin '? " ' Tis not how climates acl: without, 
"But how great NATURE works within. 

" The beauteous tint which fhe dif plays, " Engages \Vifdom's fober eye, 
" Beyond the faireft outward form 

" That blooms beneath our lenient fky.',. 

,- . . -, 
- .. ... t .. 

1 
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CH AP. XIV. 

P rudence and Prodigality; or, Tlze 

Mountain of Money. 

A TALE. 

---" To the wife 

" And good, in public or in private life, 

" Wealth is the means of virtue, and btft ferves 

" The nobleft purpofes; but in the ufe, 

" Not in the bare poifeffion, lies the merit." 

GILBERT W.1:.sT. · 

AN elderly gentleman, who had re­

tired with a fortune gained by trade, 

was far more refpecl:ed io the village 

where he dwelt for his worth and 

charity, than for the wealth he was 

known 
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known to be poifeifed of. -During a 
long confinement to a fick-bed, from 
which his phyfician gave him little 
hope of recovery, his attorney brought 
word, t~at two po{')r kinfmen of his 
were found to , be living on the bor­
ders of Wales, who ha.cl a family 
claim upQn his fervices.-" If fuch is 
"the cafe," faid the old gentleman~ 
" they iliall find a friend in me ; and 
'' if they are defervi~g young 1nen, I 

(' I lament they ihould hitherto have 
'' been unknown. Let a codicil in­
" ftantly be added to my will." In 
this codicil he bequeathed to each of 
his kinfmen 300/. His death followed 
foon after, and notice of his bequefrs_ 

was 
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was fent to the legatees. The joy of 

the two brothers on hearing of their 

good fortune may be better conceived 

than related. Both fet forward by 

the next ftage to ·wait on the execu­

tors, and the legacies were paid into 

their own hands. The elder brother 

took a neat houfe in a nejghbouring 

market-town, expended 501. in fur­

niture, 1 ool. in articles of trade, and 

put out the remaining 1501. at inte­

refr, on good fecurity. This intereft 

was nearly equal to the yearly rent 

of his houfe, and the principal was 

at his command whenever it might 

be prudent to increafe his flock, and 

embark on a larger fcale. By f uch 

manage .. 
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management he found hirnfclf, in a 
few years, po:ffeffed of a fufficiency 
to infure comfort, and lived to be 
regarded by all as a valuable neigh­
bour and ufeful member of fociety. 

1"'he younger brother, on receiving 
his legacy, acted like the fervant in 
the parable, who neglected to im­
prove his talent. Three hundred 
pounds he looked up to as a moun­
tain of money which never · could be 
exhaufted, and conceived himfelf, in 
confequence, a gentleman for life. 
He threw up his place of clerk in a 
counting-houfe, purchafed a fmart 
whiikey, made a fummer tour to fe. 
veral places of public tefort, and, re-

gardlefs. 
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gardlefs of the intereft which his 

111oney might pr~cure, placed the 

bulk of it at a banker's, and drew , 

for fuch f urns as occafion required.. 

Idlenefs, " the root of all evil;'' led 

h,~m into the company of n1any gay 

Y?u~g _ men, who had fortunes more 

an1plc than his own; and at the end 
. ·. . 

of _tw_o ~-ears, ~e found his n~ountain 

of money had dwindled into lefs than 
(; •f' • • 

a mole-hill. , The fiory of the re .. 

turning 'p1:odig~l' :Uow ihot acrofs his 

n1en1ory, and he entreated his former 

mafi.er to refiore bi~ to his employ­

ment. But his place had long been 

filled up ; / and his -habits of living 

,vere ·grown fo .. irregular, that even a 

G recom• 
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recommendation was refufed him: his 
laft refource, therefore., was t9 enter 
himfelf as a common failor before the 
maft. 

Let the contrafl: of prudence and 
mifconduct here fhown., ferve as a 
beacon to all young perfons; and 
let them rrmember, that all exceifes 
of pleafure muft expect an after­
reckoning: a man will be fure to 
pay for them in repentance, or in 
fomething worfe. 



CH AP. A'V. 

Rhapfady on llfan. 

BY MR. PARK. 

MAN, thou mofi difcordant creature, 

Germ of contrariety ! 

All the wayward feeds of nature, 

All !hoot up and bloom in threr 

Fraught with paffions wild and torrid, 

Form'd with reafon thofe to guide: 

Yet, by one or other hurried, 

Reafon's pow'r is foon denied. 

Now to Virtue's path inclining, 

Yet too heedlefs of the way; 

Vice, with many a lure defigning, 

Oft miflea<ls her eafy prey. 

G 2 Ther-1 
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Then on Pleafure's wings elated, 
Pleafure oft in thought carefi:; 

Yet, if thought has over-rated, 
Pleafure lofes all her zefi. 

Sometimes, with ecfi:atic madnefs, 
Prudence wholly he refigns: 

.Then in mood of fullen fadnefs, 
Still as lofr to prudence, pines. 

Man's a conCT:ant variation, 
vVarring mafs of good and ill, 

Chaos of concatenation, 
Link'd by fenfe, ~onfus'd by will: 

Fool'd by Spleen's deceptive mirror, 
Or his more fallacious eyes; 

Reas'ning in a mifi: of error, 
Erring when he mofi feems wife. 

CHAP. 
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Addrefs to l✓Vonia-n. 

A Poetic Rhapfody from the Italian. 

• l!Y MISS SEWARD, 

DESIGN'D for peace, and foft delight, 

For tender love, and pity mild, 

0 feek not TH o u the craggy height, 

The howling main, the defert wild ! 

Stay in the fhelter'd va[e below, 

Where calmly blows the fragrant air, 

But fhun the mountain's fiormy brow, 

For darken'd winds are whifiling there! 

The ruffian, MAN, endures the firifo 

Of tempefis fierce, and raging feas; 

But brave not thou the ftorms of life, 

W o MAN, thou rof y child of eafe_ ! 

G 3 Ah! 
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Ah! furely on thy natal day 
Great Nature fmil'd in kindlieft mood, 

Sufpended held the bloody fray, 
And hufh'd the wind, and fmooth 'd the flood ! 

While MAN, that lives a life of pain, 
Was with a foul vinditl:ive born, 

Loud winds blew round him, and the rain 
Beat furious on his wintry morn. 

But THou, beneath a kinder 1ky, 
What difiant tempefi: wakes thy fears ? 

~ ,v hy does that mild, that trembling eye, 
Gleam through a cryfral film of tears? 

Stay in the vale !-no wild affdght 
Shall crofs thy path, nor fullen care ; 

But go not to the craggy height-
Th~ darken'd il:orm is raging there. 

CH,A.P. 
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Misfortune .Alleviated. 

" A~, think what cares mufr ache within his -

breafr, • 

" Who !oaths the lingering -road, yet has n~ 

home of reft." SouTHEY. 

-MR. Jones was ,valki11g out with 

his dog Silvy on a winter's afternoon, 

and enjoying the bleffings of com­

petence and health; when approach-
-

ing near to a ftile by the road-fide, a 

voice of apparent diftrefs caught his­

attention. He flopped to liften. - In 

a fe,v 

again. 
- ·' .. 

n1ornents it was feebly heard 

Silvy pricked t1p· her ears, and 

. ihrunk 
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ihrunk behind her mafler, as he ad­
vanced towards the fpot from whence 
the found proceeded, and where, to 
his concern, he beheld a feeble old 
man leaning on a fod-bank, with a 
wicker bafket befide him, in which 
were a few ~pples, cakes, and nuts-. 
f.-Ie kindly inquired of the itranger 
£oncerning his \Velfare and condition. 
" Sir," faid the aged figure, lifting 
hi~ eyes to Heaven, f wollen in tears, 
" I am faint with wcarinefs and af­
" flicHon; but my he.art is too full 

. " to recount its farrows, and it would 
" be painful for you to hear them.-" 
Silvy all this time flood looking at 
the old man, and more than once J 

licked 
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licked his hand, then the toe of his 

foot, which had made its \Yay through 

the ihoe he had on. " Be a:ff ured," 

replied Mr. Jones, " I have a better 

" motive than mere curiofity for wiih­

,, ing to know more of you.'' Thus 

· encouraged, the old man took out 

of his pocket a torn piece of linen, 

which fupplied the place of a hand­

kerchief, and ""iping the tears from 

his eyes, thus proceeded :-" My 

'' life, Sir, paffed on with ,little change 

-" till I arrived at manh9od. I then 

" began the world for myfelf, in a 

" fmall to'-\Vn in the wefr of England. 

"My trade of ihoe-making for fome 

" years profpered, and gave earneft 

"of 
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(( of comfort in later life for my 
" youthful diligence and care. At 
" the age of thirty I n1arried ; ani 
"for feyeral years lived very happily. . . . " I fometimes ufed to think it vvas a 

' " ftate too happy to la.ft long-arid 
c( fo, alas ! it turned . out~ for ·my 
" bufinefs was ruined by a man ot 
" 1nore capital who underfold me; 
" and bad debts contracted withal, 
" foo~ brought my creditors about 
" me, who took poifeffion of a11 my 
" effccls. Thus fuddenly left defti­
" tute, I fcarce knew what courfe to 
"purfue; and while I was contriving 
" how to act for the be.ft, the partner 
'' of my cares, through angui:fh and 

,, " di f-
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H diftrcfs of mind, was taken from 

f{ me."-Here he paufod; \vhile the 
.,. 

big tears :ran down his woe-worn 

cheek. Mr. Jones, after waiting 

fome minutes to let his grief fubfide, 

requefted to hear the remainder of 

his ftory. " From that time,'' re­

f urned the old man, " I determined 

" to try my chance in London. I 

" fet out on foot, and reached it after 

~' three days journey. I foon got into 

"pretty good employment, and be­

" gan to think lefs of the trou b1es 

" which lately afflicted me.-There I 

" continued feveral years, decently 

" providing for myfelf, until the in- , 

~-' iirmities of age came upon me, and 

"my 
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" my :fight failing-,- I was hindered 
" from following my trade. I then 
'' took to felling fruit and ginger­
" bread in the little way you fee; and I 

" this morning expended my lafl 
'' jhtlling, to procur~ a fupp1y for t1J~ 

- . ,, ~ 'f " .young gentkn1en at :pr. B.o{~y's . ' ,._ .. -... \ " fchqQl; but being poorly_ ~-n body, -- · 
,.. ,, 

" and _ very low in mind, I had re-.. , .... .,. t , 
_/ t ( r '" t 

" pofe~ 
0
II?-yfelf on this , fo·d p( earth, .. • 

_; # 

" in humble 1 expectation that the t ·I• "- . . . 

" FATHER oF MERCY would call me \ J... ... . \ .. · ... 

" from this ;)''OJ.lei ,of -~oe t~~i~~nite 
" me with my l911g-loft fpoufe." Mr. 4 

• 
- • 

Jones, w hofe _heart had all the time J • I ,. , ~ 
-

bea.t in fyr1_pa;t.~y. __ with that- of t~e, 
poor_ :!hoe-~~~er, kindly ra.ifod him 

up, 

.• 
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up, and gave him his arm to lean on 

till he reached the next village. He-­

there took him to an inn, and defired 

the l~ndlady would give hi~ fuch 

nourifhing food as he needed. On 

the following day he called again ; 

found his flrength much refiored; 

made a prefent to the landlady for 

h~r care, and flipped a guinea into 

the hand of _her gueft. 

Mr.Jones then fet forward iQ fearch 

of fome fmall ihop, where the old 

man might fell his fruit and ginger­

bread without the labour of carrying 

them from place to place. This he 

foon effected ; and in lefs than a 

week hi~ penfioner took poifeffion of 

H. - the 
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,, the little tenement. His civility and 
fair dealing procured him fuccefs; and 
daily did · he implore the God of 
Heaven to reward that goodnefs 
which ·had raifed him from def pair 

, and poverty to a ftate of comfort and 
fa tisfacrion. 

CHAP. 
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C H A P. XVIII. 

On Education and Books. 

A DIALOGUE • 

. " Accomplifuments by Heav'n were fi.rft de• 

fign'd 

" Le[~ to adorn than to amend the mind ; 

" Each fhould contribute to the ge_neral end, 

'' And all to Virtue, as their ~entre, tend." 

HANN AH MoRE. 

MRS. Day, a widow lady, having 

invited ! a [mall pc1;rty to fpend an 

evening ~i,th_ her, the followipg con­

verfafion took place between two fe­

n1ale friends. 

Mrs. Aikin. --:- _Though I know 

n 2 Mrs. 
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Mrs. Danby's partiality for ancient 
modes, I cannot help preferring our 
modern plan of tuition, and the flu­
dies now followed at fchool. The 
books put into the hands of young 
perfons are written in an eafy ftyle, 
and furniih a pleafing mode of mo­
ral infiruction. 

Mrs. Danby.-! am forry, my dear 
Madam, that I cannot fo warmly as 
yourfelf applaud the p1~evailing fyf­
tems of the prefent day; religious 
truths are almoft frittered away b-y 
modi!h refinement ; and I f uf pect, 
upon a general furvey, that the rifing 
i-ace do not promife to become better 
or wifer, except in their own eyes, 

than 
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than the race which went before 
-

them. The moral culture of the 

mind is certainly of moment; - but 

fcience and morals muft yield to the 

importance of religious knowledge. 

Mrs. Aikin.-Doubtlefs what you 

p'refer, Mrs. Danby, was that uni .. 

form method of t'eaching from the -

Bible, pioufl y adopted by our fore ... 

fathers in ·every private family and 

public fchool. This divine ftore­

houfe of infiruclion . I ,vould by- no 

means have neglected (as I ~1n given 

to underftand it is_ not); 1Jut it ap-: 

pears to me, that its purpqfes may 

even be affifted by thofe produ¢lions; 

which convey the fpirit, though not 

H3 the 
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the letter, of the facred volume it­
felf, fince novelty often has charms 
to render that an agreeable employ .. 
ment, which would otherwife appeai 
a tafk. 

Mrs. Danby.-Your arguments, my 
friend,, .Rill fail to imprefs me with 
conviction. 'rhe Scriptures, I am 
perfuaded, contain a rreafure of learn­
ing. They teach an we- need to 
know for the practice of every Chrif­
tian duty; and they teach it in a 
better manner than ciny other book. 
-But pray, l\1rs. Aikin, what do you 
think of our romances and novels, 
which now make as regular a courfe 
of frudy in female circles, as theology 

or 
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or logic can do at Oxford or Cam­

bridge? 

M,rs. Aikin.-That they have fuch 

an influence I much lament ; for ta 

them we owe much ideal, and more 

real mifery. They fill the young 

P1ind with vifions that cannot be 

realized, and dazzle it with fplen­

do_urs which cannot be poifeifed. 

But the mifchief moft to be dveaded 

is, from their being rea.d too early in 

life, when th€ heart emb.races fictions 

as reality, and in time 1ofes its fym­

pathy for real objects 0f diflrefs, wheq 

.they are not tricked out in the trap­

pings of fentiment. Modern novels 

. neither afford wholefome food nor 

fatisfy 
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fatisfy the appetite w bich can digeft 
them. They too ftrongly refemble 
the di:!h we call A TRIFLE, which 
may pleafe the eye and the palate; 
but cannot appeafe real hunger. 

Jvlrs. Danry.-Alack-a-day ! what 
would my parents have faid, bad I 
been fuffered to indulge even once a 
year upon f uch frothy diet ?-No ; 
our whole family library, which had 
been formed in the reign of Queen 
Anne, confifled of two large Bibles 
and three fmall ones-The Whole 
Dufy of Man-The Complete Houfe­
wife- and our only romance was 
Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progrefs. 

Mr-s . .Aikin.-Tbis, good Madam, 

was 
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was rather a confined colletlion, 

though the judgment with which they 

were feleB:ed at the time dcferves to 

be commended. Since then, how­

ever, you are well aware that vaft 

improvements have been made in 

every branch of ftudy; and that we 

are many fteps nearer to perfection 

in the arts and fciences, than we were 

at the beginning· of the prefent cen­

tury. 

Mrs. Danry.-But with all our new 

lights, Mrs. Aikin, I am afraid we 

do not grow mo:e virtuous or more 

happy. ~Jore felf-fufficient we are 

certainly become; Mafter plumes 

himfelf upon being n1orc knowing 

than 
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than pa-pa; and Mifs gives herfel( 
airs, on being more polite than 
mamma. But where is the reverence 
due . to parental dictates, and where 
is the refpeB: which ought to wait 
on experience ? 

Mrs. Aikin,-That any want of 
thefe is imputable to a diffufion of 
knowledge, is much to be regretted; 
yet this may fometimes proceed 
.from cafual caufes; for as knowledge 
leads to a higher purf uit in our em-

·ployrnents, and tafre to a purer 
choice in our pleafures, l am un­
willing to think that their exteniion 
can be of general differvice. It is 
from the influence of the groffer 

paf-
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paffions, I apprehend, we have more 

to dread. 

Mrs. Danby.-I will not contend 

longer with you on the fubject, my 

good friend; though I am firm1y of 

opinion, that modifh manners put 

our young people of both fexes much 

too forward; and in particular draw 

us females _ from that retirement for 

which N atu1~e. certainly defigned us, 

anq. which one of our brighteft mo­

nitors ·has f weetl y pourtra yed. 

" As fome fair violet,_ loveliefi: of the_ glade, 

" Sheds its mild fragrance on the lonely :!bade, 

" Withdraws its modefi: head from public fight, 

~, Nor courts the fun, nor [eeks the glare of 

.light i 
'' Shoulcl 
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" Should fame rude hand profanely dare m-
trude, 

" And bear its beauties from its native wood; 
" Expos'd abroad its languid colours fly, 
" Its form decays, and all its odours die: 
4' So woman, born to dignify retreat, 
" Unknown to flourifh, arid u,nfeen be great; 
" To give domeftic life its f weeteft charm, 
" With foftnefs poliih, and with virtue warm, 
" Fearful of fame, unwilling to be known, 
" Should feek but Heaven's appla11fes and her 

Miss MoRE. 

CJIAJt. 
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Eraflus and Harriet. 

A DIALOGUE. 

--'' Mountains interpos'd 
" Make er1emies of nations, who had el(e, 

" Like kindred drops, bee~ mingled into one." 

CowPER. 

f' WHENCE is that :Ggh, my Har­

" riet ?" · faid Eraftus to his daugh­

ter, as fhe was entering the break­

fafr-room, with a ncwfpaper in her 

hand. 

Harriet.-" Alas! my father, I 

" dread to hear the particulars of 

I " thi!i 
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'-' this engagement, in which Henry 
" muft have had an active ihare. 
"Victory, indeed, has crowned the 
" fons of Britain with her laurels; 
" but if the object · of my tendereft 
" care has fallen a facri:fice to patriot 
~' ardour, I i11all have to celebrate . 
" our national conqueft in a \vido·w 's, 
" weeds."-

Eraflus. -" Too often, my H~r-:: 
'' riet, has fociety had caufe to lanient 
" that ' the paths of military honour 
~' ' are cut through the bowels of bu. 
" 'n1anity; '-but in the prefen_t in-. . 

" ftance I rejoice to tell yott, that 
~, our hero has been :fhielded by his 

~' guardian angel, and ~h~t. f~w even 

"of 
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" of his fellow-foldiers have fuffered 

" in the conflict. - A ikilful ma­

" nreuvre prevented bloodfhed, by 
,: making refiflance fruitlefs; and I 

" have to prefent you with a hafiy 

" billet from Henry himfelf, in which 

" he aifures us of his perfonal faf ety 

" and unihakcn regard." 

Harriet.--" Then Heaven be praifed 

"' for its protecting goodnefs ! and 

~' foon, very foon, may our gal\ant 
" foldier return to his native coun-­

,, try, with the olive wreath of peac~ 

'' for his reward! My dear father 

'' 1nuft now indulge me with lifrening 

" to a new canzonet; the words ot 

1 2 '' which 
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"which were compofrd by the love­

'' lieft votarefs of fancy's choir." 

B ALL AD To HO PE. 

BY MISS SEWARD. 

THOU fun of the fpirit ! difperfing each cloud, 
When the fad fenfe of danger my bofom would 

fhroud, · 
Not Spring, as fhe chafes the winter's loud 

ftorm, 
Ever blefs'd the chill'd earth with a lufl:re fo 

warm; 
Oh! how had I borne the dire thought of the 

fray, 
\-Vhen war's cruel voice call'd my Henry away, 
Hadft not thou, gentle HoPE, veil'd the battle'~ 

increafe, 
And b.ent thy foft beams on the harbour of 

peace! 

To cheer and irradiate a bofom like mine, 
Can the fplendour of glory be potent as thine? 

It 
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It plays on the crefi of the warrior, but {hows 

Red traces of danger through legions of foes; 
It gilds e'en definicl:ion, I know, to the brave, 
But to Love what can brighten the gloom of 

the·gh1ve? 

Then do .. thou draw a veil o'er the battle's fierce 

: _ gleams, 
~And on fafety's dear harbour, 0 ! bend thy foft 
· · beams! 

And · now, gentle Hor£, art thou , faithful as 

kind, 
No.f falfe were thy fires when they !hone on my 

ITJind ; 
My her~ retnrns '.-the dread danger is o'er, 
And, crnwn'd wi-th new laurels, he fpeeds ·to 

· the {hore ! 
Yet to lig.ht the dim FUTURE, f weet Hope, do 

not ceafe; ' · · 

,,Tb,ro~igh _ life let thy torch be the guard of my 
peace; 

;That· ·{lill it may gild the warm day-fpring of 
~ • youth, 
As 'it :!hone 

truth! 
on his s-AFETY, now {lline_ oz:i hi_s 

I 3 CHAP. 
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The Ocean contemplated. 

" They that gp down to the fea in !hips, and 
" occupy their bufinefs in great waters; thefe 
" men fee the works of the Lord, and his 
" wonders in the deep." Ps A.LM cvii. 

INDULGING myfelf the other even• 
ing in a walk by the fea-fhore, [ 
could not hut admire the lovely frill.• 
nefs of Nature ;-the fun, which ha~ 
run his courfc through. our bemi­
fphere, was Juft withdrawn below the­
horizon, fiill faint1 y tinged by his. 
p_arting beams. On the vaft body ofi 
water Tranquillity fecmed to repofe ... 

Not 
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Not a wave dazzled the eye with its 

1T10tior . The moon arofe in p1acid 

b rightnefs, and threw a filver train of 

light acrofs the gray expanfo. I could 

long have gratified n1yfclf with look­

ing at tbis picrure of ferenity, had 

uot a column of clouds colleBed it­

fc1f amid the hvi1ight, which threat­

ened a quick-approaching ftorm. The 

moon, that a few minutes before had 

beamed with unfullied lufire, now 

was ihaded from my fight. The water 

became agitated, the waves heaved 

from their bed, burft over the rocks, 

and lafhed the fide of the cliffs with 

their white foam. Fifhing-veffels 

were torn from their anchors, and 

whirled 



The Ocean. 

whirled amid the abyfs \,rithout a, 

pilot. They , firll: climb the liquid; 
mountain, then plough the [urging; 
ridge; anon plunge into the yawn­
ing gulf, and are loft to the eye o~ 
the obfervcr. Alarmed at the dreary. 
fpec1:acle, I ran to a hovel for fheltcr, 
w bile the torrents of a thunder-iliower· 
fpread a deluge all around. "Awfulr" 
faid I, " is this change ! for i,t pro­
" ceedeth from the hand of the MosT 
"H1.GHEST, who maketh the clouds,. 
' ' his chariot, and wa1keth upon_ the 
" wings of the wind : the voice of 
'' whofe thunder is heard round about;·;. 
" w hofe lightnings :fhine upon the ­
" earth, till the earth is moved with ... 

" al. 
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" al. Y ct in our trouble will we 

'' call upon the Lord. V\T e will rely 

"on the mcrcyofthe MosT HIGHEST! 

'' for Gon is our refuge and ftrength; 

" a very prefent help in trouble. 

"Therefore will we not fear, though 

<' the earth be moved, and though 

'' the hills be carried into the midft 

" of the fea.', 

After comforting myfelf with thefe 

words of the Pfalmift, I peeped from 

my place of ibelter, and the horrors 

of the tempefi: had fubfided. I there­

fore haftened home, reflecting all the 

way on the un~ertainty of our enjoy­

ments, and f uitably impreffed with 

the following Thoughts. 

CHAP. 
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CH AP. XXI. 

Thoughts on a Thunder Storm-.. 

:B,Y THE REV. MR, WILLIA·MS.. 

WHILE othets with delight furvey, 
The dear unclouded fkies, 

'Fhe foll meridian blaze of day, 
And Nature's gaudy dyes;. 

With rapture hear the Hnnet's fong, 
. Or zephyr's gentle breeze; 
And pafs their lazy hours among 

Cool grots and f preading trees ; 

Let me this awful fcene enjoy ! 
Be clouds and darknefs mine ! 

"'\iVhile borne on tempefis through the tky,. ~ 
I trace the Pow'r divine. 

Tre-
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'Tremendous Gon of Nature! lo, 

I-tremble at thy voice! 

Before thy glo-rious prefence bow, 

And 'midfi: thy fi:orms rejoice. 

_Tor 'tis not guilty fear that {hakes 

My frame, but holy dread; 

· ·While lightning gleams and t~under breaks 

Ince!fant o'er my heael. 

;Such folemn founds, and fcenes fublime, 

The pious heart can raife 

:13:eyorid the bounds of [pace and time, 

I.ti its Creator's praife. 

JHis praife let earth, let heav'n refound,, 

Let man and angels fing; 

.And all tbe airy regions .round 

. With hallelujahs ring,! 

€HA,P p 
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Goo/I Temper necejfmy to produce .. 
Happinefs. 

" Oh, Happinefs r our being's end and aim, 
" Good, Pleafure, Eafe, Content, whate'er thy 

name: 
' '' Plant of celefrial feed, if dropt below, _ 

" Say, in what mortal . foil thou <ieign'ft t<3 
grow?" P-ope. 

TnE fureft \Vay we can aim to at­
tain happinefs, is to put ourfelves at 
all times in a capacity for the reception 
of it. From purfuing this conduct, 
].VIrs. Aurelia Forefter e:ives fuch a 

"'--

itrong proof of her good fenfc, thal 

Hap· 
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Ha ppinefs feems to hold his levee in 

her little parlour, which is often 

crowded with vifitors. She is formed 

a1ike to. receive or to impart the plea­

fures of facial intercourfe, and her 

company is more fought after than 
I 

a~l t~e gaieties of the town ; with 

this different effect, that her fociety 

-fta~ps · a fenfible imprcffion on the 

heart and memory, while the phan ... 

toms of mere amufement 

" Leaye not a trace behind." 

Mifs Letitia Lappet, on the con­

.trary, is ihunned by thofe who know 

-her character, as much as Aurelia is 

courted. Endowed by nature with a 

K; way .. 
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wayward fpirit, habit has ferved to 

increafo its wrong bias. Diifatisfied 

with all around her, fhe makes all 

-around her diifatisfied. Her looks 

are fullen, and her talk is peevi:!h. lf 

-the day is warn1, it melts her .; if 

cool, it puts her in an .ague. If her 

friends take the trouble to call upon 

her, their vifits appear irkfome; if 
they omit to do fo, it is called a grofs 

neglect, or a breach of common po­

litenefs. If you difcommend a new 

faihion, ihe applauds it beyond mea­

fure; but if you happen to approve 

it, ibe pronounces it odious. In f.hort, 

her unhappy temper acts as a poifon 

to her peace,. 

She 



fo produce Happinefs. 9 9 

She was aiked1
, not long fince, to 

a private ball, and the day on which 

it took place· was confumed in de­

bates about \vhat ihe ihould wear. 

Her wardrobe was toffed over and 

·over, but not an article feemed fuited 

to the occaflon. This thing was 

tawdry, and that was taftelefs. She 

altered her choice a thoufand' times;­

till, fatigued~ by her own ficklenefs,, 

:the defired her maid to choofe for her •. 

This was no fooner done, than, in 

mere perverfenefs, ihe pu~ on a dif­

fisrent drefs, the lcafi becoming ihe 

could have felected. Her maid now 

oecame piqued~ and took care to. 

whifpcr this anecdote among her' · 

K2 
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n1iftrefs's female , friends, who pub­

liihed it throughout the aifembly be­

fore the lady herfelf arrived there. 

I'he male part of the company took 

the hint, and agrc-ed to mortify her 

folly by never aiking her to dance. 

After dangling about, therefore, near 

an hour, ibe bounced out of the room 

in an angry fit; and a loud titter 

from all the gfntlemen., which echoed 

down the flair cafe, made her refolve 

never ag.ain to mix with a fet of I-lot~ 

ten tots. 

Thefe two characters will form a 

comment upon themfelves, and enable 

the reader to decide upon w pich is 

moft likely to produce Happinefs. 

CHAP. 
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C H AP. XX.III .. 

fliftory of Mr. Belfield . 
, 

~ C::imtentment is the true temperate climate · 
"'fitted for us hy Nature, and in which every 
" man would wifh to live." ST-ERNE. 

AT. a village in the weft of England; 

re:fided Mr. Belfield, whofe· benevo­

lence n1ade him refpected, and·-revcred. 

' His defire · t~ feclu<le himfelf from the· 

bufy world arofe from the lofs of an , 

· amiabl~ , wife, whofe memory he re­

vered, and w hofe virtues it was his-, 

delight to number over. Mrs. Belfield. 

left two daughters, S~phia and 

K 3 Frances ;. 
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Frances; the elder about feven, and 
the younger five years of age. The 
attention beftowed on Sophia by her 
mother, even at that ear]y period of 
life, had ftrongl y impreifed her mind 
with virtuous feeling ; and often 
would the memory of maternal good­
nefs caufe the tear to trickle down 
her cheek. Frances, w bo was two 
years younger, had but few traces 
remaining of a mother's fondncfs. In 
their retirement, it became the chief 
care of Mr. Belfield to educate his 
danghters; and in a few years, he 
had the felicity to find his concern 
for their welfare repaid by a filial 
tendernefs, which fometimes made 

him 
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him reflect on the fhock he had fuf­

tained with a compofure he .never 

expected. 

Befides directing the fiudies of his 

daughters, Mr. Belfield had employed 

. himfelf in improving"a paternal eftate, 

part of which was converted into a 

garden and pleafure-ground; and 

part was cultivated as a farm. ~hcfe 

. he took the chief management of 

himfelf, and frequently confulted his 

daughters on improvements in the 

grounds, or joined their morning 

parties, while they read the works of 

his favourite poet Thomfon, 1n an 

flrbour they had affifted to plant, 
. ?Dd 
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and ·by" turns took up the pencil, the· 
needle., or the guitar. Thus· did the 

'fleeting hours glide on in innocence 
and peace ; delig,hte.d with home,.. 
and with each other, care, envy, and-. 
ambition, found no place in fuch fo­
ciety : while., to improve the con­
dition of the labourer, to promote· 
brotherly love and mutual goed offices 

_ in the village over which he prefidedJ.: 
was the conftant endeavour of Mr .. 
Belfield ; and often did the widow 
and the orphan's heart overflow with 
bleffings for their generous bene­
factor. Oh!-• let not fordid avarice 
or felfiih pride difdain. attention to 

the 
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the charities of humanity : let there 

be more Beiji,elds, and there will be 

more contentment in the cottaged 

vale of life. 
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Ode from the· Italian. 

~y MISS SEWARD. 

O'ER him, by health and fortune crown'd, 
Time fl:eals with foot fo light, 

Scarce is his faint impreffion found 
On the gay brow's unwrinkled bound, 

Or !hining orb of fight: 

Sinoofh as the young Camilla, borne 
With printlefs Hep and fleet, 

O'er plenteous fields of ripen'd corn, 
Whofe bending fl:alks the gales of morn, 

Bow on the palling feet. 

But o'er the dim form, prefs'd by woes, 
He treads with heavy pace, 

Sweeps his broad fcythe, and, as he goes, 
Down falls the fummer-pride, and £hows 

Worn Nature's furrow'd face. 
CHAP. 
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-On Cruelty to Animals. 

---" The fpring-time of our years 

-~, Is foon difhonour'd, and defil'd in moil: 

" By budding ills, that aik a prudent hand 

" To check them. But, alas! none foonedhoots, 

·'' I.f unrefirain'd, imo luxuriant growth, 

" Than Cruelty, rnofi devilifu of them all.n 
,Cow,PER.. 

,CR U.ELTY is f o conttaty to hu1nan 

nature, _that it is called by. the fcanG · 

dalous name of inhumahity. " Man 

" does not feel for man," fays the 

\vorthy author of our- m0tto; and , 

can he then be expe61:ed to feel for 

inferior .creatures ? Yet we are not 

haftily 
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haftily to conclude, that cruelty is a 
property of human nature. No; it 
is only the offspring of a depraved 
heart. But as cruelty, 1·ike all vices, 
js contagious, we fhould avoid the 
company of callous and unfeeling 
perfons, as we would fhun thofe who 
might convey an incurable diforder. 
Children, for this reafon, ought not 
to be allowed to fee the brute creation 
put to death, nor fuffered to fport 
with animals or infetts. For if man's 
health or fafety does not interfere, 
even the meaneft reptiles that have 
life, are all as free to live and to en­
j,oy their .exiftenco-

.., - . 

"As 
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" As Go D was free to form them at the firfr, 
" Who, in bis fovereign wifdom, made them ali."· 

· There is a wanton, and there is a 
vicious cruelty. The one may pro­

ceed from a thoughtlefs tem~er, but 
the other mu.ft lrnve its fource in a 
badnefs of heart. An anecdote of 
the former kind fhall be related: too 

many inflances of the latter occur 

among the butchers and bulloc}t­
drivers at every country fair. 

Through- the ftreets of Calcutta, . 

an elephant of .the tameft fpecies was 
· taken to wa_ter twice a day ; and had 
paffed along the fame track, for feve­

ral months, unoffending and unof­

fended. . O~e fultry afternoon, as he 

L paifed 
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paffed by a taylor's work-ihop, he 

gently raifed his tr-qnk towards a win-

· <low where feveral of th~ crofs-leggecl 

brethren fat at work, and o·ne of 

them, in a frplic, gave the animal a 

prick with a needle, near the end of 

its fnout. The whole party fet up a 

loud grin at the Joke, while the ele~ 

phant marched on, with iilent dig­

nity, and feeming unconcern. The 

driver attended hin1 as ufual, and 

when _his thirft was fatisfied, returned 

by the fame· r0ute home. But, on 

repaffing the taylor's ibop-board, the . 

animal ag:iin lifted bis trunk to the 

window, and, with the force of a 

WcJ.ter-fpout, µifchargecl a volley of 
'•\ 

mud 
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mud and flime full into the face of 
)iis offender. Poor Snip was almoft 

ftifled. The garment he had been 

at work upon was entirely fpoiled; 

and, _as he wiped the mud from his 

fable vifage, his laughing comrades 

advifed him t0 take care how he 

ventured to bleed an elephant again 

with the ·poin( of a needle. 

L 2 ' CHAP. 



CH AP. XXVI. 

. On Hunting. 

" Poor is the triu~ph o'er the timid hart'.,,. . 
THOMSON'. 

PooR, indeed, is every triumph of 
·man over the harmle:Cs and unrefift­
ing. But . ·it is paiilf ul alfo, to a re­

flecting mind, to fee a regiment of 
horfemen aifemble to hunt down a · 
trembling victim, that flies from tbe 
very w hif pers of the wind. The 
amufement of hunting has been called 

a remnant of Gothic barbarity*. " If 

* -- De~efted f port! 
That owes its pleafures to another';; pain . . . 

" we 
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" we kill an animal for our provi-­
" fion," fays Plutarch, -'' let us do it 
" with all the meltings of compaffion, 
'~ and without tormenting it." But 
ancient Plutarch and modern fportf. 
men have few feelings, perhaps, in 
common with each other. Bodily 
~xercife is lefs painful than mental 
exertion ; and the diverfion of the 

field, therefore, is ftill followed. Its 
effetts, however, are to be deplored., 
fince it leads to trefpaffes which laws 
cannot redrefs; and the farmer fuffers 
in his property, and in his domefric 
peace, fron1 the ravages of a giddy 
crew, who commit mifchief out of 
fport, and outrage out of bravado,. 

The 



I 14 On lluntitzg. 

The , rational powers of a profeifed 

fportfman are too apt alfo to be funk 

in the fenfual ; and he who leads_ a 

life of thoughtlefa fr~nzy all the 

morni-ng, ufl;)ally abforbs the remain­

der -of the day in follies of every 

kind. 

Sir .Giles Handicap, the on1y fon 

of ·a ·Yorkfhire baronet, . had· but a 
- . -
jlender · cap~city from his infancy; 

and as his tutor could make nothing 

of him during a courfe of private 

ftudies, at the age of thirteen he-was 

fent to a public fchool. There he 

foon - found that every urchin· in the 

lowe!l forms could parfe and confh;_ue 

better than himfelf; but as he ·was 

with-
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. . without :lhame, and had plenty of 

money allowed him, he kept a con­

ftant fag to. write his exercifes, and .. 
-affift 'him in all his taiks. At fixtcen 

he -was taken away, with about as 

much learning as he brought; and 

young rnafter having too good a for­

tune to make the confinement of a 

college thought neceifary, he was 

fen·t abroad with a fplendid allowanc~, 

in order to pafs a couple of years at 

Paris and Rome. Before the term of 

this tour was- completed his. father 

died; and having returned home to· 

take pofieffion of his paternal eflate,, 

he foon diftinguiihed himfelf from 

his neighbours, by having the fleeteft 

horfos 
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horfes and choice.fr dogs in the county. 
Before he came of age he purchafed 
a pack of harriers, and had got to­
gether a fine fct of jolly fellows, who 
fuited his tafte to a hair, and did the • 

.• 

young baronet the honour of living 
upon him. At the age of twenty­

three he fell in love with his game­

keeper's daughter; and having always 
profeifed to hate every fen1ale of 
rank or fa!hion, he married Jenny 
Fungus without delay. After this 
hopeful match he refided wholly in 
the country; bui,t a new kennel, 
bought twenty brace of ftaunch fox­
hounds, enlarged his ftud, and taught 
his ne\v-marricd lady to fit a leap 

over 
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,over a Jive-bar gate .without winking, 

He was 'rlow as happy as drunken 

mirth and fenfelefs company could 

IJ1ake him. But his career was checked 

by an accident he little forefaw-;--and 

w~ich fpeedily proved mortal, from 

the - inflamed condition of his ·blood. 

The curate of an adjoining hamlet, 

who had beheld · his conduct , with ... \ 

contempt, compofed ·· the following · 

memorial for his tomb :-

Wi_thin this vault are depofited 
The remains of. Sir Giles Handicap, Baronet, 

The lafi male heir of an ancient family. - · 
He was famed for a mighty hunter; 

And having followed the purfuits of Nimrod 
With the fury of an Arab Tartar, 

Was fefiered into futurity by the bite , of a. 
cub-fox~ 

,Which, 
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Which he was trying to refcue from his hound~; 
That it might fhow him another day's fport. 

Dignified by rank, 
And elevated by fortune, 

He regarded uot thefe as the means 
Of preferving a refpe0: _ 

W'hid1 his a:aceftors had frudied to make , 
hereditary. 

But after flu ttering away a few months · 
In the circles of foreign diffipation, 

He returned home without one valuable 
acquirement; 

And to fcreen him,fe1f from the nothingnefs of 
his own character, 

Withdrew (amid ~rooms and horfe~jockeys) . 
To the retreat of his family maniion; · · 

Where a ftable became_the fenate ?f ~is_ cou_ncils1 
And a dog-kennel the regifter of his 

achievements. 
Sam Sten tor, the hu ntfman, 

Who had long been a confidential favourite, 
Was, in his will, left principal executor .. 

CHAP. 
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Humility and Contentment recommended. 

" To be wife, we mufi be htimble; in the 

" fenfibility of our weaknefs, we become 

" firong." RoussEAU. 

THE greateft defect in human con 

duB:, even in that which has only 

virtue for its object, is a too great 

felf-confidence, which makes us judge 

by the prefent of the future, and o{ 

our whole lives from the experience 

of a few ye<1,rs. -This railinefs betrays 

us into many hazards. It is offenfive 

to others, it is hurtful to ourfelves, 

1 anq 
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and is fure to meet with generai dif­
efteem; while a proper humility is . 
amiable, and always likely to procure 
us friends. Humility, indeed, ibould . - . .. 
be the corner-ftone on which Con­
tentment builds her dwelling'= for , 
then the gufts of envy, and the ftorms 
of evil fortune, are likely to blow 
over ·· it, without doing any material 
injury. Vain are all worldly gifts 
without contenti;nent and humility; -
and taftelefs is the cup of happinefs, 
unlefs thefe give if reli:fh. He who, 
though rich as Crrefus, , fighs after 

' 
any ideal want which ·his wealth can-
not obtain, is poorer than the pea­
fant who earns his pittance unde:r 

him., 
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him, and enjoys the fcanty co_mforts 
of his lot without repining. Wealth, 
though it pro1~ifes to fatisfy) creates· 
fancied wants and real cares. But 
this our worldly defires prevent us · 
from perceiving; elfe :fhou1d we more 
frequently join in the wiih of Agur 
-" Give me neither poverty nor 
'' riches : feed me with food conve- · 
" nient for me." 

i 

Should Riche.;, with her giddy throng, 
E'er drive he.r rambling car along 

To my obfcure abode; 
I'd entertain her as a friend, 
My barns and coffers I would lend, 

But keep my heart for Go D ! 

M · Should 
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Should Poverty throw ope my doors, 

And whifper-" Fetch thy n·eighbour's ftot€S, 

" It never can be known;" 

l'd ftoop to no fuch bafe dermantls,­

_J've treafure in my F ATHER's hands, 

Though noth4lg in my o'U!n. 

CHAP. 
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C H A P. XX.VIII. 

A Vzjit to London. 

" The opera, park, atrembly, .mafk, and play, 
" Thofe dear defiroyers of the tedious day; 

" That wheel of fops, ,that faunter of the TowN'., 

" Call it diverjion-, and the piU goes down." , 

YouNG. 

MR. Thomas T,rufly had, for many 

years, lived fteward ·with a worthy 

gentleman in Bedford!hire, and from 

his fidelity and good fenfe was highly 

regarded and efteemed. His mafter 

having a daughter, an only child, 

who had juft left fcho.ol, it was agreed 

M 2 that 
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th:it ihe fhould make a vifit to her 
aunt Dillon, who refided in London, 
and that Trufty fhould conduct her. 
The day cf departure being :fixed, 
Mifs Lucinda exclaimed to her maid 
~"Oh! Jenny, how happy I fhall 
" be to fee London ! what wonders 

'' ·we fha11 have to tell of at our 
-" return ! '' Her parents, from the 
tender love they bore her, f uffered 
much when the parting hour arrived, 
and' Lucinda, though elated with the 
idea of her journey, felt a pang on 
quitting the abode of her early years. 
\Vhile Jenny .fprung into the chaife, 
Lucinda took a f..rfr view of the park, 
and fighed an adieu to her furround-

1ng 
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1ng relatives. Mr. Trufiy, who had 

read and traveHed a good deal, con~ 

trived to make the journey agreeable, 

from his de_fcriptions of the numerous _ 

feats they paffed, and of the feveral 

owners_, with refleuions on the il:ate 

of cultivation the country appeared 

in~ " Cultivation of the ground,'! 

fuid Truily to his young lady, " may 

u be confidercd as bearing a pretty 
c~ dofe analogy to that of the mind. 

u Docks or thi!lles will fpring up in 
u the former, where the hand of in­

u du~ry is , not employed to weed 

"' thern · and bad or idle habits will ' ' 
' ' grow up in the latter, where good 

·c, ones are not implanted."-" True~ 

l\I 3 " Mro 
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.. ~' Iv!::. Trufty," faid Lucinda; "our 

" governefs ufed to make ufe of the 

~' fame fimile; and I wiih there were 

" n1orc Sunday fcboo1s, that poor 

" peop_le might 'profit by infi:ru.ction 

'=' as well as the rich."-" 1 wifh it 

"too, Mifs Lucinda, very .fincerely," 

faid Trufty,; " for I pity the condi­

" tioh of the uninformed ; and it is 

" a mifta~en not'ion, in my humble 

" opinion, to fuppofe that · a mind 

"' enlarged renders the heart difcon­

" tented. For my O\vn part, I con­

.,{,_,_~ei ve that knowledge forms a fource 

"i of real comfort, by :filling the mind 

" with every good principle that 

" hereafter can ripen into action." 

From 
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-From thefe an_d fimi1ar 1:emarks, the 
journey and it.s fatigues were fcarcely 

thought of when the travellers reached 

Highgate, ·where having alighted, and 

t_aken fome refrefhment, as the a !ter-
/ 

noon was fine and clear,' tbcy faun-

tered on towards the 'fummit of the 

hill, to take a · difi:ant glance at Lon­

don and VVefimrnfter . . On appToach­

ing the point frorn wh.ich both cities 

l,reak -at once upo-n tl1e fight, Lucinda 
felt a -mixture of- fnrprife and delight 

that for fome minutes rivctted her 

feet to the fpot on which ihe :flood .. 

At length i11e foft]y uttered-· " It 

" does, indeed, furpafs my utmof'c 

·' expectations !-Do not let us lofe 
,; more 
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H more time, Mr. Truily-; I long to 

'' be in the 1nidft of fuch a fcene.'" 

-" It looks like a new world," faid 

Jenny. The chaife now took them 

up, and they defccnded the hill near 

Caen Wood, the feat of Lord Manf­

fie1d. Hampftead prefented itfelf on 

the right, and the va1e of Hornfey 

on the left. After paffing through 

the p1eafant fireet called Kentifh 

1 'own, Lucinda foon reached the 

houfe of her expecting aunt in Fitz­

roy Square; where the travellers re­

tired at an early hour to repofe them­

fdves after their jou rney. 

CHAP. 
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Continuation of a Vi.fit to Londono 

MRS. Dillon was e){:treniely pleafed 
wit~ her niece Lucinda, and pro­
mifed, during her vifit, that fhe 
ihould enjoy as large a ihare as~ pof­
iible of town amnfements. ·Both 
playhoufes were viiited, and the _.peru -
,formers in each had their juft ihare 
o'f praife. But although· the fplen-

, 
dour of thefe fcenes furprifed Lu-
cinda, fhe co.uld not help contrafiing 

'their gaiety with the ,van~ and ·mi­
fery which n1et her eye in al mofi: 

every 
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every ftreet. A great part of the 

poor comm~nity appeared to be over­

looked, or their condition not made 

fo eafy as in the village ihe had 

left. Her aunt aifured her fhe was 

miftaken: '' We have many follies, 

" and more vices ~o anf wer for, my· 

" dear," faid Mrs. Dillon, " in this 

" great city; btit the want of public 

" ch~rity hcis no place, in the prefent 

"! day, · among our catalogue of 

' . " 'crimes. · 

Lucinda bent forward, with a f vect 

'and refpectful [mile, as much as o 

fay fhe flood correcled by the bet er 

judgment of her aunt. The next 

evening Mrs. Dillon propofed going 

to 



A Pijit to London. I 3 I 

to the Opera ; and as her niece had 

the advantage of having been taught 

Italian, it was expected fhe would 

be highly entertained : but in this 

her aunt was miftaken. Lucinda . 
thought fhe perceived, both in :fingers 

and dancers, fomething that appeared 

to "overftep the modefty of nature," 

and the limits of real grace. With 

the mufic fhc was much gratified, 

and with the houfe itfelf, which dif­

p1ayed elegance, fynimetry, and tafte. 

-St. Paul's Cathedral and W eftmin­

fier Abbey were next vifited. Here, 

indeed, was a flriking change of 

fcenery, from the lively and volup­

tuous, to monuments of departed 
. 

genius, 
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ge11ius, . or grandeur moulderin~ . in 
the dufi. Though St. Paul's had 
more to firike the eye, it was .the 

latter that touched the feeli ngs . of 

Lucinda. . 1t was here ihe faw .the 
, 

tomb of a Newton, whom a Thomfon. 
had taught her to revere; a Chatha1n., 

whom the hif~9ry of her -country . 

made her icfpeB-; and an Anqr~ , 
whom the mufe of a Seward had in-

'ftrl!Bed .her to deplore. Here · alf ~ 

did ihe drop a paffing tear · ,;1; -

" On names once fam'd, now dubious, or for~ 
got, 

'' And b1:1ried 'midfi: the wreck of things which 
were.'' 

On 
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- On the following Sunday Mrs. , 

Dillon took her young vi:fitor through 

Hyde Park to Ken:fington Gardens: 

there lhe faw the young and the old, 

the citizen and the nobleman, all met 

together, to fee and be feen. The 

concourie of carriageB arid horfemen 

that compofed the moving fcene ap­

peared to excite no other idea in 

Lucinda but that of a rac_e-groµnd., 

In this view, the faid it exceeded any . 

thing flle had ever {een in the north ; 

but what moft created f urprife, was, 
1.· ... 

that this parade took place on a Sun• 

day~ " I cannot think, my dear 

" aunt.,'' faid Lucinda, '' but the ex-

N ~~ amples 
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" amples of the rich and powertui 

H influenc~ others in a high degree--" 

" If they were to find a_ fitter -pl~-ce .. 

'( to fpend . their Sundays in, do .you 

" think that Hyde Park would be fo 
" m·uch feforted to by their inferiors?" 

Mrs. _Dillon fcarcely knew what re- · 
ply to make to reflections which at 

. ' 

dnce difplayed the goodnefs of her 
niece's heart, and did honour to the 

guardians of her education . 

. In- ' ihdrt, London, with all its· 
gaieties, had little ferious · attr~cl:ion· 

f(_>'r the heart of Lucinda: fo, -after 
than.king: her - aunt . with grateful 

w·armth for .. an · the k~dnefs . expe.: 

rienced' 
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.riented during her ftay in _Fitzroy 
Square, :!he returned, at· the end ·of 
two -months, to her friends in the· 
:horth, more gratified by parental ca­
teffes, and the honeft friendiliip of 
Trufty, than with all the luxuries of 
a town life ; and cflie repeated with 
firong empbafis the following lines, 
as ihe mi:xed in the family circle 
round her own fire-fide : 

" O, friendly to the beft purfuits of mind, 
" Friendly to thought, to virtue, arid to peace~ 
' ' DoMEsT1c Lr FE in rural Ieifu're pafs'd ! 
" To guid·e the pencil, turn the tuneful page; 
" To lend new flavour to the fruitful year, 
c, And heighten Nature's dainties; 
,,· Well-order'd HOME our befi delight to 

make; 

" And 



~: _J6 A V zjit- to Lottdon. 

': 1 ~nd by fuprni_ffiv~ w:i(d0rn., rnodeft ikill, 

•· \Vith ev'ry gent1e, care-eluding art, 

·- T D iaifo the vir.t~, animate the blifs, 

; .. ,-l.nd f we.eten all the toils of human life :. 

• « This he,thefemale dignity, and praife." 

FIN 1 S 
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