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ADVERTISEMEN T,

THE following Dialogues were
prefented in manufcript to the Prin-
cefs Royal; in confequence of the
approbation they met with, the Au-
thor obtained the honour and gra-
cious permiflion, of dedicating her
‘performance to her Royal High-

nefs.






TO HER ROYAL HIGHNESS

THE PRINCESS ROYAL,

May it pleafe your Royal Highnefs,

GRACIOUSLY to ‘accept my
firft literary produétion; which was
profefledly written for the inftruc-
tion and amufement of young
minds ; 1f 1t produces that ' effet,
and gains your Royal Highnels’s
Approbation, Ifhall obtain the ulti-

il mate
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mate end of my withes, I difclaim
the ufual flyle of Dedication; as
being incompatible with the Since-
rity I profefs, and pra@ife. ~Flat-
tery, like poifon, is certain in it’s
operations, and deftru@ive in it’s
conlequences : = various are the
means of infufing this mental evil ;
but thole never fail of obtaining
Tuccels, which are miniftered in the
- pleafing {emblance of deferved ap-
plaufe. Deign to receive my ardent
prayers,. that your Royal Highnefs
may attain every poflible degree of
perfettion! and that you may be

good,
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good, as well as great; great by
Royal defeent, but fuperior by ex-
emplary virtue ! Let me earneltly
entreat your Royal Highnefs, not
to difappoint the hopes of an ex-
peting nation, who {feek in your
Royal Highnefs, a continuation of
thofe amiable qualities, which {o
eminently diftinguifh cur moft gra-
cious Queen: ftrive like her to gain
univerfal approbation; make her
the model of your condué&; and
may God grant you grace, {o
clolely to copy the bright original,
that two {uch antmating pifures

As may
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may influence the manners of pof-
terity, and enhance the merit of

Female Virtue!

I am, with profound Refpett,

Your Royal Highnefs’s
Mot Obedient and Faithful Servant,

ANN MURRY.

Tettenham High-Crofs,
April 8, 1778.
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T VHE Author of the following
" Dialogues, in conformity to
cuflom, deems it neceflary to allege
fome reafon, and offer fome excule
for prefenting them to the public.
She is confcious of their defefts, and
therefore trufls that the plan, rather
than the execution, will enfure
their future fuccefs. In their be-
half fhe begs leave to plead, that
they were originally written for the
ufe of her pupils: the advantages
they derived from them, added
A0 to
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to the repeated f[olicitations of her
friends, were the chief motives of
their publication.

She is aware that juftice may urge
the critics to pafls a fevere fentence
on her performance ; but as what-
ever faults may be init, fhe fincere-
ly wilthes to amend, {o fhe can af-
lure them, that vanity bore no
{hare in her undertaking {o arduous
a. tatk,  which was perhaps {fupe-
rior. to her abilities; yet as it
feemed particularly fuited to the
nature; of her ‘employ, f{he was
tempted to combat the difficulties

which attended it, and will think

3 her
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her labors amply rewarded, if the
| {yftem fhe has formed, fhould prove
inftrumental in advancing the pro-
grefs of virtue!

Dialogue and fable are in gene-
ral efteemed the beft vehicle to
convey inftruttion, . as they lure
the mind into knowledge, ' and
imperceptiby condutt it to the
goal of Wildom.  This mode of
prattice: often {ucceeds, ‘‘where
formal  precept fails, and  might
produce an happy effeét, 1f 1t were
more frequently adopted.

The younger part of her readers, -
are earneftly entreated to improve

their
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their intelleCtual faculties with un-
wearled afliduity, and as the Author
rejoices in the opportunity now of-
fered her, of calting in her mite,
towards the accumulating flock
which is to enrich their underftand-
ings, fhe begs they will pay atten-
tion, not only to particular, but ge-
neral inftructions; i the latter clafs,
the following Pages are included,
which {he hopes, like a nofegay
compofed of different flowers, will
difpenle their fragrance, and prove

an agreeable compound !
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HE Author begs leave to re-

turn thanks to that Public to
whofe candor fhe imputes the favor-
able reception of the former Edi-
tions of this Work. As a token of
her gratitude, fhe has endeavored
to render it more deferving their
{patronage, by fome neceflary cor-
re@ions, and confiderable additions
in the Geographical part; which
{he offers as the means of rendering
her performance of more diffulive

utility in the line of education.
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Page
N Induftry, Truth, and Sincerity : the pe-
culiar advantages arifing from the praclice
of the Virtues clearly explained ; and

their feveral branches minutely confidered. 1

D I A LiO-6 \kE 11.
On Orthography, and the practical Ufe of

Grammar, with an Explanation of Jome

of the moft ufeful Parts of Grammar:
alfo Direclions to articulate with Propri-
ety ; and the means pointed out to avoud

Common errors in conver/ation. 21

DIALOGUE
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Page
On  Politenefs, Civility, and Gratitude ;

their effential qualities enumerated ; and

the Pralfice of them Strongly recom-

mended, 35

o Mg S i SIS T el o oG o 7
On Elocution and Geography : the great tm-
portance of reading with grace and pro-
priety; and alfo a definition of the dif-
Jerent kinds of hiterary compofitions,  The
Rudiments of Geography explained ; and
uflrated with o Copper-Plate,  con-
taning the neceffary Infruions.

59

DIALOGUE
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Dk AL G B V.

Page
On the Derivation of Words, and Geography-
The Etymology of many words fully ex-
plained, and their feveral Derivations Jpe-
cified. A dyffertation on Geography con-
tinued; and the different States in Life
metaphorically compared to the torrid,

temperate, and frigid Zones. 109
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On Hiflory; it’s importance and ufe; divided
into the claffes of Sacred, Prophane, Na-
tural, and Biographicals the advantages
of each manifefted, and the whole con-
clided with the Life of Romulus and
Remus, 135

DIALOGUE
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Page
Oaple Church-Service, and Nature of Pa-
rables; containing an® Explanation of the
inflitution of the Sabbath ;. the indifpenfa-
ble Duty of Divine Worfhip ;' in what it
properly confyls, a;zcl the means pointed ’
out, to perform it agreeable to the rules of
right reafon, and the exprefs commands
of God.  The original intent of Parables
and Prophecies explained;’ the Parable
of Nathan and David confidered; - and
moral inferences drawn from it, vzuz't/'z L~

mediate reference to young minds. 159

D LTI SR R TS DI VIII.
On the Spartan Form of Government, and
‘Plan of Education ; a_fhetch of the Syftem
of
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: Page
qf Laws formed by Lycurgus ; therr good
effells enumerated ; and moral Refleclions
deduced, as an incitement to youth to pur-
fue what is laudable, und worthy of imi-

tation. 177

Dy L, AR GO il T IX.

On the Sciences, with an Exhortation to ac-
quire Knowledge;  contaiming a brief
Explanation of Grammar, Logic, Rhe-
toric, Arithmetic, Geometry, Aftronomy,
and Mufic. The real advantages of Learn-
eng  fet forth, and the Affeltation of it
exemplified from real lfe. The Mathe-
matical Part illuftrated with a Copper-
Plate, n which wvarious Geometrical

Ligures are expreffed. 201

DIALOGUE
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Page
On the relative Duties of Life; in whick the
Obligations we owe to our fellow-creatures,
are compared to thofe due to our Creator,
and traced tn regular gmdation ; but more
¢/pecrally confedered in the degrees of Pa-
rents, Children, Brothers, Sifters, Friends,
Maflers, Servants ; and unvverfal Philan-
thropy ferictly enjoined, as the bafis of
the Chriftian Religion. The whole con-
cluding with a general Exhortation to

Virtue. 227

D0 OGOk 2

On Complace:zcy and C/zeerfu/)ze/j s what
they confifl ; their conneion and Lmport-

ance ulluflrated. 245

DIALOGUE
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Page
On Adverfity and Profperity : their opera-
f1ons_fully confidered; and their effel on
fauman nature explained and juflified. 259
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On Indt;ﬁry, Truth, and Sincerity.

Mentoria,

S your improvement, my dear Ladies,
engroffes my whole attention, I propofe
cmploying the remainder of the morning in-
pointing out thofe meafures I think will be .
moft conducivé to it. T am not fo rigid as to
exclude amufement from the fyftem which I
mean to form ; though I wifh but a fmal] por-
tion of your time to be {pent in trifling purfuits.
There is fcarcely any thing of more importance,
and, what is more extraordinary, lefs attended
to, than habitual INDUSTRY. So clearly am
I convinced of the advantages which arife fron:.
the praétice of this virtue, that, in the pro-
fecution of my prefent plan, I intend to allot
“me employ to every hour in the day, and"
all endeavour to blend inftruétion with amufe-
B ment ;
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ment; as they do not appear to me the lealt
incompatible ; though, from the prejudice of
weak minds, they are ufually confidered fo.
The thoughtlefs and inconfiderate receive in-
firuétion like a medicine, and naufeate the
draught ; but partake of the banquet of amufe-
ment with as much eafe and pleafure as if 1t
were their daily food. If we were to examine
thefe different qualities with minute attention,
we {hould find they often differ only in the
name. Many purfuits, where pleafure 1s the
end propofed, produce difguft and pain; whilft,
on the contrary, thofe avocations, which feem
attended with difficulty, reward the labour of
fuch as furmount them, with knopﬂedgc and
alory.
By Lady Mary.

My dear Mentoria, are we always to be read-
ing, working, or writing, and never play ?

Mentoria.

Certainly not, my dear: my prefent objeft
is to diverfify your purfuits, and to rcgulate
them in fuch a manner, that, whilft you are
{eeking improvement, you may be amufed.
The judicious choice and difpofition of the
agreeable and ufeful qualifications of the mind,

produce the fame effeft in a human charatter,
as
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as the contraft of light and fhade does in a fine
pitture ; 1t conflitutes the beauty and intrinfic
value of both. s
Lady ZLouifa.

I think we are always employed. How
much time we {pend in getting our leffons ! ¥
often lamentIhave not more time to play.

Mentoria.

I agree with you, Lady Louifa, in thinking
you {pend a great deal of your time in getting
your leffon ; and I am forry to add, as my opi-
nion, often more than is neceffary for the pur-
pofe. The habitual Induftry I mean to incul-
cate, will, I hope, obviate this objettion, and
give me no further caufe of complaint. When
you ferioufly refleét, that, if you do not per-
form your bufinefs in the fpace of time appro-
priated to that purpofe, it will interfere with
your attendance on your Mafters, or fome other
branch of your duty; you will be inclined to
purfue your ftudies with the attention they de-
ferve. The advantage would evidently be your
own, as by that means you would have part of
your time entirely at your own difpofal.

Lady Mary.
What alteration then, my good Mentoria,
do you mean to propofe in our education.
B2 Mentoria.
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Mentoria.

None that will affeét your Ladyfhip’s peace.
1 fhall expett never to fee you idle; and fhall
be difpleafed, if you tell me you have nothing
te do: always endeavour to fuit your employ
te the circumitances of your fituation. I would
advife, when you are engaged with your friends,
to let your purfuit be of a nature that does not
vequire clofe application; asIthink 1t a mark
of ill-breeding, to beftow great attention on any

objett, which does not immediately conduce to
their amulement.

Lady Low/a.

1 fuppofe, as you are fo fond of reading,
yoou will expeét it to employ great part of our
time.

Mentoria.

You are miftaken, my dear; I am no friend
to perfons of your age fpending much time in
reading, except thofe who are capable and
willing to corrett their errors. For though by
Induftry you may comprehend the meaning of
words, youcan never attain the juft pronuncia-
tion, but by the inftruétion of an mtelligent
mind.

Lady Mary.

I cannot yet difcover, my dear Mentoria, in

what you mean to differ from our ufual mode

of
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ef praftice: are we to be detained longer with
you in the morning ?

Mentoria.

It 13 not my intention to keep you one moment
longer than the ufual time. Itis not the number -
of hours, but the ufe youmake of them, which
will fecure your improvement. The mental, as
well as the corporeal faculties, derive the moft
advantage from that {uftenance, which is admini-
ftered in {fmall quantities; the lighter the quality,
the eafier it is digefted, and more conducive to
the fupport and nourifhment of the whole {yftem,

Lady Loui/a.

What are the peculiar advantages of Induftry,
my good Mentoria ?

Mentoriz,

They are of fuch general utility, it is im-
poflible to enumerate them: thofe who are
diftinguithed by any extraordinary qualities,
are commonly indebted to this virtue for the
fuperior excellence they have attained. Many
ufeful difcoveries are produced by chance,
which could never be brought to perfeftion
without the aid of Induftry. I cannot produce
a fironger inftance to prove the efficacy of.
Induftry, than the advantages Demofthenes

B3 derived
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derived from this virtue. His example oughs
to teach us, that few difficulties are infur-
mountable ; for by nature he was not defigned
for an Orator, as his voice was weak and inhar-
monious, and his manner ungraceful. With
thefe defefts, 1t 1s wonderful he applied him-
felf to the fludy of cloquence, as of all others
it {eemed the leaft fuited to his abilities. In
order to remove the flammering articulation
of his words, he ufed to declaim on different
{ubjetls wuh pebbles in his mouth, when he
was afcendmo fteep places, which firengthened
s powers of refpiration. To accuftom him-
felf to the noife of the Courts of Juftice, he
frequently made orations by the fea-fide, when
the waves were moft tempeftuous. He was no
lefs attentive to his aftion and general deport-
ment : as he was confcious he had contrafed
a bad habit of fhrugging up his fhoulders, he
caufed a pulpit to be erefted on fuch a par-
ticular conftruétion, with an halberd hanging
over it, in which he ufed to praftife his de-
clamations, that whenever the vehemence of
his attion prompted him to exceed the proper
bounds, the halberd proved an uleful monitor.
His wifdom fuggefted to him the neceflity of
clofe application: he therefore had a fludy
built under ground, where he uled to feclude
himfelf
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Limfelf from the world, and often not appear
for two or three months. Whilft he was 1
this retirement, he fhaved but one fide of his
head, that he might not be tempted to appear
in public.

Lady Loui/a.
1 am aftonifhed he had fuch refolution: I
dare fay his friends ufed to laugh at him.

Mentoria.

The difcouragement, my dear, he met with,
enhances the merit of his perfeverance; for,
notwithftanding on his firt appearance he
was received with univerfal difapprobation,
and even filenced by the hiffes of the populace,
{o far from difcontinuing his purfuit, he re-
doubled his affiduity, and at laft became one of
the moft eloquent men of the age.

Lady Loui/a.
Do you think, my dear Madam, if I were
to try and take great pains, I thould fing as well
as Signora Seftini ?

Mentoria.

Try the experiment ; always point out thofe
as a model who excel; by which means you
will acquire atolerable degree of proficiency in

B 4 the
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the art you admire, though you may not be able
to attain the fame degree of excellence,

La dy Mmy.

Iam furprifed more perfens do not follow the
example of Demofthenes.

Mentoria.

Few perfons, my dear, are confcious of their
own defefts. It is neceflary to be fenfible of
the weaknefs of our ftate, before we can endea.
vour to fortify it, Thofe, whofe imperfeftions
are {o glaring, cannot be ignorant of them ; but
they turn their eyes from the dark fide of the
pitture, and folace themfelves, that they poffefs
fome ufeful or agreeable quality, which ferves
as a counterpoile for thofe in which they are
defeftive. There is another reafon, which may
be alleged, why fo few endeavour induﬁriouﬂy
to excel; namely, the repugnance of human
hature to purfue any plan, to which it has not
a natural propenfity. There are fcarcely any,
who have refolution to a& direttly contrary to
their inclination; and they urge in their de-
fence, that the bent of the genius ought to be
confidered. To fuch perfons I would reply,
The iitiation into all fciences and languages
1s tedious, and in fome degree laborious. Per-

{feverarnce,
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feverance, however, will enable us to gain the
fummit, which at our firft view feemed 1inac-
ceflible : and when we have attained thus far,
we {hall find the defcent eafy, and the path
frewed with flowers, by the fide of refrefhing

ftreams.

1 recolleft a few lines I wrote the other day
on Induftry, which 1 will now repeat, as they
are applicable to my prefent purpofe.

Th’ induftrious bee extratts from ev'ry flow’t
1t’s fragrant fweets, and mild balfamic pow'r,
Learn thence, with greateft care and niceft {kill,
To take the good, and to rejett the 1l +
By her example taught, enrich thy mind,
Improve kind nature’s gifts, by fenfe refin’d;
Be thou the honey-comb, 1n whom may dwell
Each mental fweet, nor leave one vacant cell.

Lady Lowi/a.

T hope, my dear Mentoria, I fhall praftife
the excellent leffon contained in thofe lines.
What virtue do you efteem and recommend,.
next to Induftry ?

Mentoria.

I propofe now, my dear, to fubjoin a few
obfervations on thofe, which ought to be the
leading principle of your allions; 1 mean

B 5 TRUTH
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TrRUTH and SINCERITY, which in many
inftances, are fynonymous terms.

- Lady _Mary.

My good Mentoria, pray, what are fynony.
amous terms ?
Mentoria.

Words, which have a different found, yet
bear the fame fignification ; fuch as pufillani-
mity, and cowardice, with many others too
tedious to mention. |

Lady Mary.

What refemblance is there between Truth
and Sincerity ?

Mentoria.

Truth is the mother of Sincerity, who pof-
(efles all the amiable qualities of her excellent
parent, and yields implicit obedience to her
laws.

Lady Lougﬁ.

If T could not poffefs both thefe virtues,
which ought I to chufe ?

Mentoria.

They are bound by fuch ftrong ties, it is
impoflible to difunite them: as, wherever Truth
fixes her refidence, Sincerity 18 always found
her conftant attendant,

Lady
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Lady Mary.
1 have always been taught the neceflity of
fpeaking truth ; and hope never to err from 1t.

Mentoria.

1 would earneftly advife you, not only to
avoid being guilty of advancing an abfolute
falfehood, but alfo to guard againft the flighteft
deviation from truth. In every fyftem of laws
are {pecified different degrees of trefpafles, and
punifhments annexed, proportionate to the
offence committed. Thus, many perfons, who
would fhudder at the thought of being guilty of
any violent aflault on the lives or properties of
their fellow-creatures, make no {cruple to in-
jure them in a point which more eflentially
affeéts their happinefs. In like manner, many,
who would be fhocked with the 1dea of openly
violating the laws of Truth, by telling a dirett
lie, make a confitant prattice of extenuating
fome circumflances, and exaggerating others,
as beft fuits their purpofe. It is to this con-
duét we are indebted for the mif-conftruttion
of moft aftions: the concealment of fome fa-
vourable incident often produces the {fame
confequences, as the moft full and elaborate
confeflion of guilt. From which it evidently
appears, we are bound by the firongelt ties to

By 1 exprels
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exprels every thing as it really 1s; neither to
varnith a bad aion with the weak excufe, that
it is a general prattice, and, as fuch, ought to
be confidered lefs atrocious; nor fhould our
zeal in any caufe ever induce us to temporize,
and give evidence againft our Judgment.

Lady Lowui/fa.
I fuppofe, my dear Mentoria, you would be
extremely difpleafed, if you difcovered in me

an untruth.
Mentoria.

It would give me infinite concern, my dear,
as I fhould fear, it would give your friends an
unfavourable opinion of you, and, in fome
degree, cafta ftigma on your future reputation.
The path of Truth is fo wide and ftraight, I
am furprifed, any perfon fthould prefer the laby-
rinth of falfehood and deceit ; as 1t’s windings
are fo intricate, that few find their way out,
though they have recourfe to every artifice
to effett their efcape.

Lady Mary.

It would mortify me exceedingly to have the

truth of what I advanced difputed.

Mentoria.
You are perfettly right, my. good Lady
Mary’; there cannot poffibly be a more humi-
hating
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liating circumftance. I would wifh your repu-
tation for veracity to be fo firmly eftablifhed,
that your bare teftimony would carry as ftrong
convitions, as the moft folemn proteftations..
In order to avoid your honour being called. 1n
queition, deal as little as poffible in the mar-
vellous ; nor ever affirm the truth of an 1m-
probable circumftance, without you faw the
tranfa&ion, and are convinced of it’s reality.
There is another fpecies of falfehood 1 fhall
particularly guard you againft, as it courts us
under a pleafing form, and confequently blinds
our judgment: I mean the bad habit of re-
peating things as jokes, which have no founda-
tion in truth; and alfo a fuppofition, that'a
falfity can be innocent, if it does not prejudice
another. Thofe who indulge themfelves irv thig
pratlice, foon exceed the bounds which even
their own imagination can allow to be inno-
cent; as there are very few fo depraved, as to
plunge at once into the depth of vice, but pro-
ceed from a flight deviation from virtue,. to an
open violation and contempt of her laws.

Lady Mary.

I am certain, my dear Madam, what you
wave faid, will prevent my ever telling ftories.

Mentoria.
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Mentorza.

I fhall now proceed to point out the advan.
tages, which arife from SincEkrity, The
prattice of truth naturally produces this virtue ;
as thofe, who accuffom themfelves to make
70 promifes, but what they intend to perform,
or do not undertake what they think they can-
ot execute, never fail of poffefling this amiable
quality, which flamps a value, and diffufes a
fweetnefs, over all their aGions.

Lady Louzr/a.

How are we to know, when people are
fincere ?

Mentoria.

We are indifpenfably bound to confider
every body in that light, till they have given
us jult caufe to be of a contrary opinion., It
1s more confiftent with true charity, to deem a
perfon innocent, till there ijs full and clear
conviftion of his guilt. It would render our
intercourfe with fociety painful, if we were
to fufpet the profeflions of our friends, and
put an ill-conftru&ion upon their kind offices.
Common prudence forbids our thinking, that
every perfon, who treats us with ctvility and
attention, is deeply interefted in our welfare.
Neither are we to take the flattering compli-

B ments
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ments of our acquaintance in a literal {enfe, as
they too often are not the real fentiments of
their hearts.

Lady Mary.

Do not perfons, who are fincere, always keep
their word, and are they not conftant in friend-
fhip ?

Mentoria.

Elfe they could not be efteemed fincere.
1t 1s neceflary to inform your Ladyfhip, there
are two kinds of promifes; the one abfolute,
the other conditional. The former ought to
be perfofmed, though to our own prejudice or
inconvenience: the latter, from intervening
circumftances may be poftponed, and even
annihilated. Refpefting conflancy in friend-
thip, there requires little to be faid, to evince
the neceflity of our being fteady in our attach-
ments, and faithful in our engagements. We
fhould be cautious in the choice of our friends,
and ever choofe to aflociate with thofe, who
poflefs valuable, rather than fhining qualities.

Lady Low/a.
1 fuppofe, we fhould never forfake onr

friends, whatever changes happen to take place
in their fituation,

Mentoria.
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Mentoria..

No alteration in their outward condition
ought to leffen your affeftion for them. On
the contrary, if they labour under any afflic- -
tion, or have felt any fhock in their fortune,
you thould induftrioufly feek €very opportunity
to convince them, they are not of lefs confe.
quence in your efteem. You ought alfo to
be more obfervant in paying them every mark
of attention, than when they were your equals ;
left they afcribe your negligence to pride, and
confider it as an infult offered to their fitua-
tion.

Lady Mary.
If any of my friends, my dear Mentoria,

were to afl inconfiflent with prudence, would
it be blameable to forfake them ?

Mentoria.

The bonds of friendfhip, under particular
circumf{tances, may be broken, notwithftand.
mg it is a ferious and folemn engagement,
For inflance, if a young lady of your ac-
quaintaince was a notorious ftory-teller, or dif-
obedient to her parents, I fhould not only
think it a pardonable, but a Juftifiable mea-
fure, to ftrike her from the lift of your friends ;

as.
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as you are no further obliged to affociate with
a dangerous companion, than you would be
required to vifit her, if fhe were infeted by
the plague. In both cafes, moft probably the
contagion would fpread ; the latter would only
endanger your conﬁituﬁon, but the former
would prejudice what is infinitely of ‘more im-
portance, your reputation !

Lady Lowu/fa.

Are there any other duties belonging to Sin-

cerity ? ’
Mentoria.

The keeping of fecrets, is a branch of Sin-
cerity, on which it is necefary for me to make
a few obfervations. You ought never to betray
the truft repofed in you, or divulge any cir-
" cumftance your friend wifhes to conceal: as
nothing can render a perfon more contemp-
tible, than a breach of confidence.

Lady Mary.

I fuppofe there would be no harm, if I told
you, only, the fecrets I was entrufted with.

Mentoria.

Your Ladyfhip will {carcely believe, notwith-
{tanding you mean to pay me a compliment,
that
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that I fhould for this be extremely difgufted
with you; and be apt to imagine, you would
divulge my concerns to your young acquaint-
ance. Whatever injunétions you lay me under
not to fpeak of the anecdotes you had reveal-
ed, if I chofe to break through them, you
could not with juftice upbraid me, as you had
been guilty of the fame offence. I beg you will
avoid referve and duplicity in your condué.
If your aftions are regulated by the rules
herein prefcribed,  concealment will be unne.-
ceflary. Vanity, and felf-importance, induce
many perfons to be treacherous, with no other
view, than to increafe their confequence by
which means they countera@ their own pur-
pofe, in convincing us, they were unwoi’thy
the truft repofed in them; and ought to be
fhunned as traitors.

Lady Mary.

I fancy my good Mentoria, you are no friend

to fecrets.
Mentoria. :

X _

No perfon can be lefs myfterious in their

own concerns, than I am ; though none can

retain a fecret more inviolably. If I think it

prudent, and for the advantage of my friends,

to conceal any circumftances or event of their
lives,
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~ lives, I do not require to be bound by pro-
mifes, or any other ties: but am guided by
the Chriftian principle, of ¢ doing to others as
I would they fhould do unto me.”

Lady Louifa.

I hope, my dear Lady Mary, we fhall both
be exaftly what good Mentoria withes. How
rejoiced fhe will be to {fee us diftinguifhed by
the amiable qualities of Truth, Sincerity, and

Induftry.
Mentoria.

Blend them with the three Chriftian vir-
tues, Faith, Hope, and Charity ; and on fuch
a bafis, you cannot fail to raife a fair temple,
~ which you are indifpenfably bound to dedicate
to virtue. ‘

Obey her dictates, at her altar bend;
Convinc’d fhe is thy true, and fureft friend.
Whene'er in error’s maze thou chance to flray,
Her voice recalls, and clears the doubtful way.
Direfted thus by her unerring laws,
Trace all thy bleflings to their Firft Great Caule !
The great Creator wifely does difpenfe,
To all his creatures, diff ‘rent kinds of fenfe:
To {fome he minifters the gifts to pleale,
And pafs thro’ life, with unaffetted eafe;

On
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On others, kindly pours a depth profound,
The darkeft myft'ries clearly to expound.
Yet all are equal obje&s of his care,

Each individual the undeubted heir

Of future blifs, prepar’d with might; lova,
For all the righteous, 'in the realms above |



DIALOGUE "L

A E S DRUAME

On Orthogfaphy, and the Practical

Ufe of Grammar.

Mentoria,

Y dear Ladies, asyou have gone through

your different exercifes entirely to my
fatisfattion, I fhall now lay down fome rules
to accelerate your progrefs in Englih Gram-
mar. As you have in the courfe of your
leflons acquired the knowledge of Nouns, Pro-.
nouns, Adverbs, and Participles, it fhall be my
prefent endeavour to reduce them to a prac- -
tical fyftem. It 1s needlefs, to inform your
Ladythips, that thofe who are defetive in Or-
thography, though in an exalted ftation of life,
are never ranked in the clafs of what is ufually

ftiled
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fliled good company. Their elevation renders
their imperfetions more confpicuous, and the
refleCtion, that they have neglefted to make a
proper ufe of the opportunities granted them
to improve their talents, fubjeéts them to ridi-
cule and contempt; whillt the poor, whole
fituation in life excludes them from every
fource of mental cultivation, excite our pity,
and demand our affiftance. As their ignorance
cannot be imputed as a fault, the errors which
are the natural confequence of it, thould never
be noticed, but from the humane motive of
difpelling the darknefs which obfcures their
underftanding. This is a tafk of fuch a tender
nature, 1t requires the hand of a {kilful artift
to perform the operation; left, while we mean
to heal, we wound.

Lady Mary.

I am much obliged to you, my dear Madam,
for the pains you take to improve me, and Lady
Louifa; and hope by our afliduity, to make
you a fuitable return. I am very defirous to
{peak and write correltly. The attention I pay
to your inftruétions, I hope, will in a fhort

éim-e produce the deﬁred effett,

Lady
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: Lady Loui/a.
My good Mentoria, I have formed the fame

relolution ; which, I hope, will make amends
for my former negligence.

Mentoria.

If, my dears, your future conduét fhall be
confiftent with your prefent declaration, 1
cannot doubt the advance of your improve-
ment: your attainments will be the reward of
my labours. Infancy, like the Spring, is the
time to fow the feed ; which firft bloffloms, then
comes to full maturity, and at laft decays. 1
hope the foil of your underftanding is fo fer-
tile, and the culture fo well attended to, that
the buds of knowledge will expand before the
ufual time, and be prematurely ripe.

Lady Mary.

How rejoiced, my dear Mentoria, you will
be, to fee us more accomplifhed, than young
ladies of our age ufually are.

Mentoria.

1 fhould be exceedingly mortified, to find
you defettive in any branch of your education.
i think, at prefent there {feems no probability
of my fuffering any inconvenience on that ac-

count.
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count. I will now purfue my fcheme, and
endeavour to make fome obfervations on the
ufe of Grammar; which', I hope, will be of
future fervice to you. I fhall begin, by fup-
pofing you in company with a little girl about
your own age; who would perhaps fay, * Pray,
Lady Mary, when were you at the play ?
When my aunt and I was there, it was vaitly
full of company. Sir George and Lady Sim-
ple, defires their compliments to you, and hopes
you are well, and wzfkes to know how them

pretty flowers of yours goes on.” I hear you
: reply, My Governefs, Mifs Simple, teaches
me, when I {peak in or of the Plural, always
to {ay were inftead of was: or if I addrefs my
difcourfe in the fingular number, to make ufe
of the words, defires, Jends, hopes, enquires,
wifhes. And when I fpeak of perfons, fhe
direéts me to f{fay, they, thofe, . them, who,
whom; but when I mention inanimate things,
always to fubftitute the word whick for whom.
Examples. To whom do you fpeak? Or who
told you fo? Are tko/e things yours? WWhich
of thefe apples do you choofe ?”

Lady Loui/a.

I clearly comprehend thefe examples: but
wifh to know the diftin&ion of thefe and thofe.
Mentoria.
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Mentoria.

I will readily comply with your requeit.
The term thefe implies pofleffion. Example—
“ Thefe flowers in my hand :” and is often ufed
to exprefs the prefent time, as in this inftance.
In thefe days of refinement: whilft zhofe is a
word relative, or ufed in reference to fome
diftant objett; as #kofe books on the table:
and is frequently ufed to denote a paft tranfac-
tion. Example—¢ In thofe early days, fuper-
ftition prevailed.” I fhall now proceed to ex-
plain the words, kence, thence, and whence, and
their conne€tion with Zere, there, and where.
Yor inftance, Whillt I am Zere, I will ride;
but when I go from /kence, I will walk. I in-
tend to read the Speftators, when I am there;
but when I go from ¢hence, 1 propofe to em-
broider a fire-fcreen. From whence did you
bring this ? Which implies, Where did you meet
with 1t ? I fhall conclude this differtation by

| enquiring, whether you remember the Epicene

Nouns.

Lady Mary.
Are they not thofe which may with equal

propriety be applied to the Mafculine and
Feminine Gender

¢ Menterias
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Mentoria.

You are perfetly right, as to the general
idea. 1 fhall enumerate a few particular in-
ftances ; which, I hope, will enable you to form
a competent knowledge of this branch of
Grammar. Example — The terms, Parent,
‘Children, Friend, Neighbour, Coufin, Servant,
are all Epicenes.

Lady Louifa.

My dear Mentoria, nothing can be more
clear. Lordand Lady H. are my Parents ; Lord
George and mylelf are their Children. The
Duke and Dutchefs of D. are my friends; Sir
Charles and Lady F. my neighbours; Lord
William and Lady Frances S. my Coufins; and
Thomas and Kitty, Servants.

Mentoria.

It gives me great pleafure to find your
Ladythip fo attentive to my inflruttions: you
could not poffibly have given me a ftronger
proof of your profiting by them, than the juft
comparifon you have drawn.

Lady Lowfa.

I hope Ifhall {foon be able to exprefs myfelf
with great accuracy, I am fure, my good
3 Mentaria,
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Mentoria, you will learn me to {peak and write
judt as I ought to do.

Mentoria.

There requires nothing more to produce
this happy change, than a fixed determination
to obferve and imitate the converfation and
conduét of thofe, who are eminent for their
great attainments. You was guilty of a palpa-
ble miftake irr the fpeech you have juft made.
You faid, I fhould larn you to fpeak well;
when 1n reality, the inftruftor teackes, and the
{cholar learns. I fhall beg you for the future,
to attend to this diftinétion. Perfeélion in any
art or {cience, is not ealily attained : you muft
not imagine you have gotten to your journey’s
end, when in reality you are advanced but a
few paces ; yet be encouraged by.the pleafing
aflurance, that every flep you take, removes
you further from ignorance, and will at laft
conduét you to the goal of wifdom !

Lady Mary.

As you have frequently enjoined me to aflz
the meaning of every word I do not com«
prehend. I beg you will inform me what
SCIENCE is?

C 2 Mentoria,
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Mentoria.

Your Ladyfhip has anticipated my intention;
as 1t was my fixed purpofe to referve the dif-
cuffion of that point to fomeTuture opportunity.
A laconic or concife anfwer muft f{uffice for
the prefent; as I intend to fubjoin a few re-
marks on the articulation of letters and words,
and alfo point out fome capital miftakes, as
they appear to me neceflary appendages for the
foregoing obfervations. Science 1s a general
term for all human learning: though when an-
nexed to the idea of Arts, is confined to thofe
taught in the univerfities, or other {feminaries
of learning: fuch as grammar, aftronemy, logic,
rhetoric, arithmetic, geometry, and mufic.

Lady Lowy/a.

My dear Mentoria, as you are going to enu-
merate errors in fpeech, I fuppole, Mifs Sim-
ple will furnifh you with many examples. I
obferved, the laft time I was in company with

her, fhe pronounced many words wholly dif-
ferent from what I am taught.

Mentoria.
I fuppole, my dear, fhe has not been in-
firutted at all; or, what is ftill worfe, probably
{lighted
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flighted the admonitions of her Governels,
who might, iotwithftanding, be a {fenfible,
well-bred woman. I have oblerved, amongit
many other errors, fhe always fays perdigious,
inftead of prodigious ; or if fhe means to de-
fcribe a perfon of an open and candid difpo-
fition, fhe exprefles herfelf by the word inge-
nious ; which fhe miftakes for sngenuous., If
fhe defcribes an outragious perfon, fhe [ays,
They are obftropolous, inftead of obftreperous.
‘Speaking of a venemous creature, the faid, it
was an obnoxtous animal ; which fhe miftook
for the word moxious, that fignifies the being
hurtful in it’s nature ; the term obnoxzous only
implying the being liable, or fubjett to any
thing. Whenever fhe talks to a perfon in a
weak ftate, who is obliged to ‘be dicted, ilie
fays, he is reduced to a regment, inftead of
regimen. 1f fhe intends to defcribe the ufual
methods, which are taken to bring an offender
to juftice, fhe informs you, he is perfecuted.
She is totally ignorant, that the word per/fecute
is improperly applied, except to exprefls the
hardfhips many have undergone, in defence of
their religious principles; and does not, in
the leaft, convey the idea of a legal profe-
cution.

Cs Lady



30 . ON ORTHOGRAPHY, AND

Lady’ Mary.

I often blufh for her, when fhe pretends to
dpeak French; as fhe generally pronounces it
improperly.

Mentoria.

I have heard her frequently {ay, bone mott,
for bon mot; fox pafs, for faux pass - Orif
fhe meets with the word corps, which figni-
fies a colleétivé body of men, fhe calls it corppe,
which, 1n Englith, means a dead body. The
other day, fhe was defcribing a fracas, or dil-
_turbance, which had happened in the family ;
which fhe declared was the worft Jracafs fhe
had ever feen. ~
Lady Lowi/a.

Upon my word, my dear Madam, the er-
rors of Mifs Simple’s converfation appear to
me 1n fo difagreeable a light, I do not think
I {ball ever take pleafure in her company.
Whenever I hear her fpeak, I fhall endeavour
to corrett her errors.

Mentoria.

Your intention, my dear Lady Louifa is
very good; yet I would ever wifh you to
avoid a confcious {uperiority. A degree of
modelt diffidence fhould attend all your ac-
tions. Whenever you glve your opinion,

(which,
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{which, at your age, ought never to be done
unafked) you fhould deliver your fentiments with
deference to thofe of fupertor judgment. This
turn of -mind will not obfcure your merit; as
modefty adds a grace to every other virtue.

The modeft fnow-drop, emblem of fair truth,
Conveys this leffon to the thoughtlefs youth
That unafluming worth will ever find

A warm reception in a gen'rous mind |

Lady Mary.
My dear Mentoria, I fuppofe you will now

give fome direftions, how the different letters
are to be articulated.

Mentoria.

I will endeavour to exprefs my {entiments as
concife as poffible, and never ufe technical
terms, but when they are abfolutely neceffary.

Lady Low/a.

Pray what are technical terms, my dear
Mentoria? I never heard of them before.

Mentoria.
They are thofe terms, which belong to
any particular art or fcience. A knowledge
C 4 of
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of which cannot be acquired, but by applying
diligently to the arts; or attention to the con-
verfation of thofe, who are converfant in them.
The language of an archite&, painter, or ma-
thematician, would appear unintelligible to
you: yet no other words would fo well exprefs
their meaning. 2

Lady Mary.

Now, my good Mentoria, purfue your plan,

Mentoria.

I {hall begin, by informing you of the ufe
of Diphthongs. Example— Afop is to be read
Efop ; as the double letter takes the found of the
{ingle £. The words Oeprdus, and Oeconomy,
are pronounced agreeable to the fame rule.
When two confonants precede a vowel, that
which joins to the vowel forms the {found,
as 1n the word Prolemy, which is read To-
lemy; or in Czar, the title of the Emperor
of Ruflia, ufual]y called the Zar. I fhall now
{pecify a few inftances, where the'/d is mute :
as 1 the word ckart, which fignifies a map,
and thould be pronounced cart. The words
chaos, and chalybeate, are {ubjeét to the fame
rule; as allo magna charta, which is the law
that conftitutes the freedom of theEnglith

nation.
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nation. When two letters of the {fame fort
join, the firft is generally founded hard ; ‘as in
accefs, accept, accelerate.  An exception to this
rule is evident, in the words accord, accufe,
and accumulate. When an N follows an M,
the found of the N is wholly loft; as in Aymn,
condemn, &c. 1f a G precedes N, the former
bears no part in the found ; which is evinced
in the words malign, benign, reign, and feign.
When an H follows a P, they neither of them
preferve their - natural found, but are com-
pounded into that of the letter F; as phyfcran,
phofphorus, and philofopher. 1 will not, my
dear, at prefent, give any other inftance, to
enforce what I have already faid; fo fhall now
difmifs you with an exhortation to retain thofe
I have juft recited; which will induce me to
enlarge foon on this, or any other fubjett; fo
adieu !

N
Ciiy
o






D1 AL L G TLE S L
WEDNESDAY.

On Politenéfs, Civility, and
Gratitude.

Lady Lowfa.

PRAY, my dear Mentoria, what 1§ to be
the fubjeét of your inftruftions this
morning ?

Mentoria.

I really have not determined that point;.
but believe, they will chiefly confift of res
fleftions that will maturally arife from what-
ever engages our attention. !

- Lady Mary.
I have a great favour toafk my good Men-
toria, but have fcarcely courage to tell you
what it is: yet I think you would be inclined.

to grant 1t.
.0 Mentoria,
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Lady Lowi/fa.

How fhall we divert ourfelves, my dear
Mentoria? I hope you will give me leave to
make tea. :
Mentorra.

You muft regulate your own amufements,
and perform the duties of the table, both at
dinner and tea, as I fhall fpend the day out,
that I may not check your murth; which, I
hope; will not exceed the bounds of good fenfe
and politenefs,

Lady ﬂlary;
Iam afraid, my dear Mentoria, we fhall be

very uncomfortable without you; and be at a
lofs how to entertain our guefts.

Mentoria.
To obviate thi,s objeétion, 1 fhall lay down

a few rules, to regulate your conduét on this,
and future occafions. Refinement in manners,
1s the only quality which can diftinguifh you
from the lower clafs of people; as fincerity,
benevolence, and many other virtues, are
not confined to any particular ftation in life ;
though politenefs, or what is ufually called
good breeding, 1s never poflefled but by thofe
whofe underftandings are cultivated, and their

manners

P T Y
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manners formed by the fociety of polite, well-
bred perfons.
Lady Lowi/a.

Will the keeping company with pohte pco-

ple make me the fame?
Mentoria.

Unlefs it is your Ladyfhip’s own fault, by
obftinately perfifting in your errors; or by
being inattentive, and negleting to make ob-
fervations on the manners you ought to imitate,
This kind of conduft, undoubtedly would
prevent_your making any improvement, and
would be as abfurd, as if you were to fhut your
éyes at an exhibition of fine piflures; which
would prevent your drawing any copy from
the originals.

- Lady Mary.

Pray, my dear Mentoria, inftruét us how to
behave the whole day. I fhould be very forry,
if we {fpoke or atted improperly to Lady Jane,
or Lady Ann, when they favour us with their
company.

, Mentoria.

It is {carcely poflible to form a fettled plan
for behaviour, as there are fo many circums=
{tances, on which the propriety of it depends :
{fo that it can only be regulated by good fenfe
and difcretion, which will ever difate what is

proper



49 ON  POLTTENESS; " "CEVILITY,

proper to be performed on every occafion.
But, notwithftanding I cannot reduce politenefs
to a regular {yftem, I will endeavour to point
out a few of 1t’s eflential qualities.

Lady Louifa.

How fhould we receive our vifitors, my
good Mentoria ?

Mentoria.

You fhould endeavour to exprefs how happy
you are to fee them; that you have thought
1t long, fince you had laft that pleafure. You
fhould then enqure after their own health,
and that of every branch of their family: and
if any have been ill, congratulate them on their
recovery. Relpetting amufements, you fhouid
never confult your own inélinations, but always
let thofe of your guefts take the lead; and
never raife trifling objethions to any they pro-
pofe. As their entertainment is the chief
objett, you fhould readily comply with what-
ever feems conducive to it. It would make
you appear petulant, ‘as well as unpolite, if,
when they exprefled a defire to play at Quef-
tions and Commands, you feemed difcontented,
and declared a preference to play at Blind-
man’s-Buff. It 1s alfo incumbent on you, to

check any little difputes between your younger
' fifters
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fiters and brothers; and, fo far from taking
the leaft part with them, you fhould wholly
fupprefs them. This conduét will make you
appear in an amiable light, and give Lady
Jane and Lady Ann a favourable impreflion of
you.

Lady Mary.

I hope, by the help of your kind inftrutions,
we fhall behave with propriety, particularly at
dinner-time.

Mentoria.

Do not fuffer your attention to your guefls
fo wholly to take up your thoughts, as to
make you forgetful of the {uperior obligations
you owe to your Creator: return him thanks
for the bleflings he has already granted, and
implore his future mercies, before you partake
of the repaft his Providence has afforded
you. When this duty is performed, help your
friends to thofe parts you think beft, and
which, in general, feem in the higheft efti-
mation. Let the attention you pay them
preven tneir requefling to be helped to any
particular difh. If they exprefs their approba-
tion, and feem to give a preference to any
part of the entertainment, you {hould requeft
them to teftify how much they like it, by eating
fome more of it. But if they decline your in-

treaties,



treaties, do not répeat them; as perfons, who
are accuftomed to good company, feem as much
at their eafe when they dine out, as when they
are at home; and takeit for granted, ' they are
as welcome m their friend’s houfe, as their
friend would be in their’s. I would advife you,
at your own, or at any other table, never to
choofe thole things that are rarities, or of which
there {feems but a fmall quantity : though I would
wifh this denial not to be vifible, left it occafion
compliments, and give pain to thofe, who have
chofen the things you refufed.  There is ano-
ther circumftance, I fhall mention, which is,
never to be warm in the praile of your own
vi€tuals, or even mention what they coft. -~ Alfo,
when the dinner difappears, never make i. .he
{ubjett of your converfation : the excéllence of
apie or pudding, fhould never be extolled, but
when it 15 on your plate; as, at the moft, they
deferve but few recommendations. Let me in-
treat you, to clofe your meal with thank{giving
and praife to the great Caufe, from whence it
proceeded ; which will infpire your mind with
eafe and cheerfulnefs.

Lady Loui/c’z.
But what fhall we talk of, my dear Mentoria,
when dinner is over ?
Mentoria.
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Mentoria.

That does not wholly depend on your La-
dythip, as converfation confifts of the fenti-
ments of different perfons, mutually exprefled,
without referve. Some have the gift of en-
livening this pleafing intercourfe, by the bril-
liancy of their wit; others add a grace to it,
by the depth of their judgment; whillt there
are many, who poflefs no extraordinary quali-
fications, yet are, neverthelefs, pleafing com-
panions, becaufe they are converfant in the af-
fairs of the world, or pay attention to others.

Lady Mary.
Ought I, my dear Mentoria, to enquire what

work they are about, what books they have
read, or where they have been ?

Mentoria.

Yes, my dear, though the bare reply to thefe
queftions ought not to fatisfy your Lady-
fhip. When you are informed of their differ-
ent purfuits, enquire how far they are advanced
in their embroidery; and whether they think
it poflible you could execute a piece of the fame
nature. Refpetting books, you fhould exprefs
a defire to know their opinion of thofe they
have read, as well as yourfelf, to find if their

{fentiments
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fentiments correfpond with your own ; and alfe
of new publications, and authors to which
you are a ftranger; that by their account you
may form an idea whether they would im-
prove or entertain you. In the recital of
what they had feen, or where they had been,
you would naturally be led to enquire into
the different fituation of the places; which
they liked beft, and on what account they gave
the preference. Thefe enquiries will furnith
ample matter for cenverfation, and enable you
to pals your time agreeably.

Lady Loui/a.

I have obferved many people tirefome in
their converfation, and not the leaft entertain-
ing.

Mentoria.

I have met with many in the courfe of
life, who may not unjuflly be compared to
a pump, from which the water is drawn with
difficulty ; and alfo with others, who from
their pleafing volubility, may be compared
with equal propriety to a flowing river.

Lady Mary.
I fhall alfo tell them what leffons we learn;

and enquire whether they are taughs the fame:.
Mentoria.
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. Mentoria.

I am pleafed, my dear Lady Mary, to find
you are defirous to form a degree of comparifon
between their improvement and yours; as it
will excite emulation, and create in your
mind a firong defire to make a rapid progrefs
in your learning. For my own part, if I were
a little girl, nothing would mortify me fo much
as the being remarkably backward of my age;
a tall girl is more particularly bound to haften
her improvement, as perfons in general form
great expettations from her external appear-
ance, and are extremely difappointed to find
an infant mind, in almoft a woman’s body ; ex-
prefling their aftonifhment in the following
terms; “ What pity it 1s fo large a cafket
fhould contain fuch a bauble !”-

Lady Mary.

Do you think, my good Mentoria, my mind
as a bauble!

Mentoria.
You thould never, my dear, fuppofe yourfelf
the perfon pointed at in any general obferva-
tion: as it 1s a maxim of true politenefs to ex-

empt the prefent company from any perfonal
refle€tion. The intrinfic value of your mind,

depends on the care you take to embellith and

adorn
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adorn 1t. Like the diamond in it's natural
ftate, it 1s unpolithed; the one derives it’s
luftre from the {kill of the lapldal), the
other from education.

Lady Low/a.

I have a great inclination, my dear Madam,
to gijfe Lady Jane Placid one of my pretty
trinkets; I am fure fhe will like it, it is fo
beautiful.

Mentoria.

1 have not the leaft objeftion: but would
advife your Ladyfhip not to enumerate it’s beau-
ties when you prefent it; but rather tell her
it 1s a trifle, and not worth her acceptance ;
yet you hope fhe will receive it as a token of
affetion. Youihould never enhance the value
of any favour you confer; but always endea-
vour to point out the perfeftions, and in-
«creafe the worth of thofe you receive. The
mention of benefits reminds me to warn you,
aot to fpeak of thofe you confer, before, or
to the perfon, on whom they were beftowed:
as it entirely cancels the obligation, and clear-
ly indicates you performed the fervice more
from oftentation than friendfhip.

Lady
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Lady. Lowi/a.

1 will never, for the future,. fpeak to my
fervant of any favour fhe receives from me.
I ufed to be perpetually telling her what re-
turns I expeéted for my kindnefs, and never
thought fhe could do enough for me!

Mentoria.

To convince you how different my fenti-
ments are in this refpe€t, I never exaé, or
even with a return for any fervice I perform
though I endeavour in every inftance to tef-
tify my gratitude to thofe perfons who have
obliged me.

Lady Mary. .

I hope, my dear Mentoria, I fhall acquit
myfelf properly at the tea table; I fhall be lefs
at a lofs, becaufe I have often made tea for
you.

Mentoria.

I make ne doubt your guefts will be perfe@-
Iy fatisfied, as a wifh to pleafe, generally pro-
duces the defired effe@. Attend to the necels
fary forms; and endeavour to make the tea
agreeable to their tafte; you muft alfo be
careful not to {lop the table, overfet the urn,

or be guilty of any thing to caufe confufion

and difturbance,
Lady
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Lady Lou/a.

That would be a fad affair, as it would turn
all our joy into forrow! but how, my dear Ma-
dam, are we to be employed after we have
drank tea?

Mentoria.

You fhould propofe feveral kinds of amufe-
ments, and when the ladies have determined
the choice, purfue it without deliberation, for
fear their carriage fhould fetch them when you
are in the height of your diverfion; which
might perhaps oblige you to leave 1t

Lady Mary.
How mutft I take leave of them: I am fure

I {hall be forry to part with friends I {o much
clteem.

Mentoria.

Your feelings will fuggeft to your Ladyihip
the beft mode of exprefling them, which I
{thould f{uppofe will be to this effet: that
you regretted being deprived of their com-
pany fo early, and that you had no idea it
was fo late, you had been fo happy in their
converfation. You fhould alfo defire them to
prefent your love, or compliments, to every

art of the family.
: Lady
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Lady Mary.

I think, my good Mentoria, you feem to have
regulated our conduft, from the time of the
ladies coming into the houfe, to their depar-
ture from 1t, by your kind inftruétions. -

Mentoria.

Yet 1t may not be unufeful if I extend
them a little further, to direft your behaviour
after they are gone. Nothing is more ufual or
difgufting, than to fee perfons of all ranks and
degrees, criticife on the drefs and general de-
portment of their departed guefts; and often
ridicule and condemn thofe things behind their
back, which, to their face, they approved or
applanded. Let me intreat you never to make
your friends appear in a difadvantageous light,
but, on the contrary, extol the perfeftions
and accomplifhments they poflefs, and caft a
veil over their defetts.

Lady Low/a.

I f{hall obferve this rule, never to make a
jeft of any perfon; particularly of thofe with
whom I live on terms of friendfhip.

Mentoria.

I hope your Ladyfhip will keep to this ex-
cellent refolution; for my own part, when I

D {ee
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fee people wounding the reputation of their
friends, I always expeft to come in for my
thare of the general flaughter. Nothing but -
arrogance, and an exalted idea of our own
confequence, can thield us from this fear; as
there 1s no charaéter fo perfett, but what there
can be fome fault or weaknels difcovered
in it, which like the fpots in the fun (if
viewed through a proper medium) do not take
from it’s radiant luftre.

Lady Mary.
I did not know there were any fpots inm
the fun, my dear Mentoria.

Mentoria.
We can perceive them very clearly by the
help of a telefcope; as, to purfue the fimile,
by the aid of difcernment, we difcover the

blemifhes of the human mind.

Lady Low/a.
Why, my dear Madam, do you compare the
fun to our underftandings ?

Mentoria.

For thefe reafons, they are refpettively the

moft glorious works of the creation, and often
3 {hine
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thine with refplendence, though they are fome-
times obfcured by clouds.

Lady Mary.

What clouds can poflibly affe&t the mind,
and take from 1t’s luftre ?

Mentoria.

Thofe of ignorance, prejudice, fuperttition,
and every other quality which makes us de-
viate from our duty, or impedes our purfuing
any laudable purpofe.

Lady Loui/a.

Pray, Mentoria, what is the diftinftion be-
tween Politenefs and Civility ?

Mentoria.

There 15 a very eflential difference, and may
be defined thus: civility confifts of good of-
fices performed by impulfe or inftinét, whilft
thofe which are clafled under the rank of po-
litenefs, are produced by refleétion, and pro-
<eed more from the head than the heart.

Lady Mary.

May a perfon be extremely civil who has
not the leaft pretenfions to politenefs ?

D2 Mentoria,
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Mentoria.

Undoubtedly ; a ploughman may poflefs civi-
Iity in the higheft degree. 'When he takes
off his hat as your Ladyfhip paffes, or moves
a hurdle to facilitate your getting over a ftile,
he atts as much in charaéter, and renders you
as f{ubftantial a fervice, as a fine gentleman
would, by handing you into your carriage;
though you ought to exprefs your acknow-
ledgment in very different terms.

Lady Louifa.

In what elfe do thefe agreeable qualities
differ ?

Mentoria.

It often happens the diftintiion does not
arife from the difference of the attions them-
{elves; but proceeds only from the {uperior
grace with which thofe of politenefs are per-
formed. If we trace minutely the various
operations of life, we fhall find, in general,
thofe in a high and low ftate, are employed in
_nearly the fame purfuits, are impelled by the
fame motives, and differ not fo much in the
plan as in the execution of their {cheme.
They talk, read, walk, eat, and perform every
funétion allowed to human nature; yet what

a different



AND GRATITUDE. 53

a different effe@ they produce ? they fcarcely
feem to admit of a comparifon.

The difcourfe of a clown, does not found
like the fame language, with that which flows
from the lips of an orator: neither does his
ungraceful ftep appear to be produced from the
ufe of the fame organs, which charm us in the
graceful motion of a well-bred man or woman :
to clofe the comparifon, how effentially the
uncouth and hafty meal of the farmer, differs
from the luxurious and elegant repaft of the
fine gentleman; the one is regulated in his
attions by nature, which produceth civility;
the other by refinement, which conftitutes
politenefs. To purfue my ufual plan of pre-
ferring mediocrity in all things, I wifh thofe
with whom I aflociate, to have a portion of
thefe different qualities blended in their cha-
ratters ; that from nature they may dernive fin-
cerity, and from refinement, thofe graces which
are it’s beft ornaments !

Lady Mary.
I hope, my dear Madam, by my care and
afliduity, to reward you for the pains you

take with me. Is not Gratitude an amiable
quality?

D 3 Mentoria.
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Mentora.

Certainly, my dear, it is a virtue which ought
to be cherithed, and it is but feldom praétifed.
The generality of the world content themfelves
with the bare acknowledgment of an obligation,
and {carcely ever feek an opportunity to return
it; which is the more extraordinary, as it is a debt
every one has power to pay, as Milton thus em-
phatically defcribes it: * A grateful mind, by
owing owes not, but flill pays, at once indebted
and difcharged!” which implies, that gratitude is
the only tribute required, when it is not in your
power to make a more {ubftantial return for any
benefit received.

Lady Lowi/a.

If ats of gratitude are fo eafily performed,

lam furprifed they are not more frequently

prattifed.
Mentoria.

Perfons in general are {o eager in the pur-
{uit of benefits, they no fooner gain one, than
they feek to obtain another, which fcarcely
leaves them leifure for the exercife of this
virtue;; and alfo when they are poffeffed of the
advantage, are too apt to forget the means by
which it was acquired. As I know you are
fond of poetry, I will repeat an invocation to
gratitude, which I wrote fome days ago.

Hauil,
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Hail, gratitude divine, of heav'uly birth!
Whence art thou found a fugitive on earth ?
Where is thy dwelling ; art thou doom’d to roam
From pole to pole ? yet find no friendly dome
To {helter thee from infult, and from pride ?
Will no kind breaft thy grief and cares divide ?
Ill-fated maid, thy votaries withdraw,

Deny allegiance to thy facred law !

Thy fpotlefs altars, no oblations grace ;

Thy favours, wrote on fand, the winds efface!

What tho’ but few attend thy exil'd fate,

Thou’rt freed from pomp, and vain parade cf
(fate.

Oh! deign tohear thy modeft fuppliant’s pray’r,

Let her thy {ilken bands for ever wear.

Lady Mary.

My dear Mentoria, 1 thank you for reciting
thofe lines ; but fhall be more obliged, if you
will explain them.

Mentoria.

It will give me pleafure, my dear Lady
Mary, topoint out the different allufions which
" they contain; as it will enable you to compre-
‘hend ‘the fenfe of the invocation. The fup-
pofition that gratitude is of celeftial birth, de-
notes the divinity of her nature; and the 1dea

D4 of
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of her being a fugitive, fully exprefles fhe is a
wanderer from her native country. The pallage,

Ill-fated maid, thy votaries withdraw,
Deny allegiance to thy facred law !
Thy fpotlefs altars, no oblations grace;
Thy favours wrote on fand, the winds efface !

Imply, that thofe whe are bound by the
{trongeft obligations, frequently neglet to
make their proper acknowledgments, and re-
fufe to pay the tribute which is due ; alfo that
the favours we receive, make but a {ight im-
preflion on our hearts, and are often erafed by
Icenes of folly and diffipation, which are in
their nature as light as air. The concluding
lines,

Oh! deign to hear thy modeft fuppliant’s pray’r,
Let her thy filken bands for ever wear :

Clearly indicate my ardent defire to be guided
by this divine virtue, whofe yoke 1s eafy, and
burthen light, and of whom with propriety it
may be faid, her fervice is perfeét freedom.

Lady Loui/a.

From your defcription, my dear Mentoria,
gratitude feems to be but in an uncomfortable
fituation,
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fituation, as fhe has no habitation ; and 1s
obliged to wander far from her native-country

to feek an abode.

Mentoria.

Let her then find an afylum in your breaft;
make frequent oblations at her fhrine, which
muft confift of univerfal charity and benevo-
lence, as no other facrifice is acceptable to her.
Yield implicit obedience to her laws, bind your-
(elf with her filken cords, and prefer them to
the fetters of guilt, or the {hackles of folly.

Lady Mary.

My dear Lady Louifa, we will, both of us,
be votaries of gratitude, which fhall be teftified
by duty to our parents, and refpe&t to good
Mentoria, for the pains fhe takes to 1m-
prove us.

Mentoria.

Exclufive of the advantages I fhall derive
from th_e prattice of this refolution, I rejorce
in it, becaufe 1t will influence your whole
conduét, and regulate the aétions of your fu-
ture life. The duration of a building depends
entirely on the ftructure of the foundation; if '
the bafis be mnot firm, the edifice foon falls to
decay ; which evinces the neceffity in the for-

D5 mation
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mation of a human charaler, to ere& the fa-
bric on the folid, and immutable principles of
virtue and religion.. Thofe who prefer fuper-
ficial acknowledgments to thefe divine attrj-
butes, may be compared to the foolith man
defcribed in the gofpel, who built his houfe on
the fand, which when the wind arofe, and the
rain delcended, beat upon the houfe and it fell,
and great was the fall thereof. The fimile may
be defined thus: that thofe of unenlightened
minds, are not fortified againft the ftorms of
affliftion ; nor are they able to furmount the
difficulties they meet with in their warfare
upon the earth. The great fall of the building,
denotes how tranfient and delufive all hopes of
happinefs will prove, except thofe which are
founded on religion and virtue.
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THURSDMNY

On Flocution and Geography.

Mentoria.
EFORE I begin the bufinefs allotted for

this morning, 1 fhall congratulate you on
your brother’s arrival from Harrow, and beg
the favour of Lady Louifa to inform him, I
fhall be extremely glad of his company, which,
undoubtedly will be an addition to your happi-
nefls.

Lady Loui/fa.

My dear Mentoria, I will fetch him this
moment ; as I know he will rejoice to join our
party.

(Lady L. returns, introducing her brother,
Lord George.)

You cannot imagine, my dear Mentoria, how
rejoiced Lord George was to come; and he
would bring his books to read to you.

D6 Mentoria.
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Mentoria.

I thought it might be agreeable to your Lord-
thip to {pend fome of your leifure hours with
your fifters, which induced me to requeft the
tavour of your company. 1 will join with them
in endeavouring to make the holidays as cheer-
ful to you as poffible. 1 hope you will not
think it leflens your confequence as a man, to
be taught by a Governefs, and have young
Ladies for your {chool-fellows and companions.

Lord George.
Not in the leaft, Madam: I fhall efteem my-
felf much obliged to you, for permitting me
to partake of your inftruétions.

Mentora.

Pray, my Lord, who is your particular friend
at {chool? Do any of Mifs Simple’s brothers
or coufins go to Harrow? The family of the
Simples are fo numerous, I think, wherever
one goes there is fome branch of it.

Lord George.

I recolleét feveral of that name; but he who
15 the moft remarkable, is Sir Simon Simple,
coufin to the Mifs Simple you know.

Mentoria,
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Mentoria.

By what quality is he fo particularly diftin-
guithed ? I fear by none that does him credit.

Lord George.

When we are conning our leffons, he is
playing at marbles; fo that when his mafter
1s to hear his tafk, he cannot fay it; for which
he gets flogged : and when we are at play, he
1s blubbering and crying, with a fool’s cap on
his head.

Lady Louz/a.

How I fhould laugh at lum, and compare
him to Midas with his affes ears !

Lady Mary.

I with your Lordfhip could recollet any more
of Sir Simon’s folly.

Lord George.

You cannot imagine how diverting it is to
hear him read : it is juft like the tolling of a
bell : he goes, Ding, dong, dong! and lays
fuch a ftrefs on, and, the, to, and all monofyl-

lables, that his Mafter has {carcely patience to
hear him,

Mentoria,
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. Mentoria.

I am not {urprifed at that, as nothing can be
more tirefome, than to hear a perfon read ill ;
and 1t 1s impoflible to read well, without en-
tering into the fubjeét: but from your account,
I take 1t for granted, Sir Simon has not fenfe
enough to be deeply interefted in any hiftory.
The only method to read with propriety is, to
obferve the ftops with great attention, and to
avoid a monotony as much as poflible, by ac-
quiring a proper cadence and modulation of
the voice.

Lady Mary.
‘What 1s Monotony, my dear Mentoria ?

Mentoria.

I can venture to pronounce, your Ladythip
is no ftranger to the thing itfelf, though you-
are to the term which expreffes it. It fignifies
the reading i one continued tone of voice;
which is produced by negletting to vary it, as
the fubjett requires. Nothing can be more
abfurd than the flile of reading; as you fhould
always endeavour to exprefs the fenfe of the
Author, and deliver his {entiments with as
much eafe and feeling, as if they were your
oW1,

Lady
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Lady Louifa.

I wifh I could attain this degree of perfection.

Mentor:a.

Simple narrative 1s the eafieft kind of read-
ing for young beginners; as it requires but
little elevation and change of voice.

Lady Mary.

Pray, my dear Madam, what do you mean
by fimple narrative ?

Mentoria.

It 1s the recital of mere matter of faét; and
confifts in exprefling, in a natural and eafy ftile,
the occurrences incident to human life.

Lady Loui/fa.
What 1s the moft difficult to read well ?

Mentoria.

Thofe compofitions which abound with in-
vocations, - exclamations, and frequent interro-

gations ; as they require to be read with dignity
and grace.

Lady Mary.
I with to know the meaning of invocations,
I remember your repeating one on Gratitude.
Mentoria,
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Mentoria.

They are of feveral kinds, and confift in
imploring the aid and affiftance of a fuperior
Power; they may be ranked in the following
claffes. Thofe addreffed to the Deity—of which
I {hall produce an example from Thomyfon.

“ Father of Light and Life, thou good Supreme,
O teach me what 1s good, teach me Thyfelf |

The next are thofe prefented to Apollo, the
Mufes, or any Virtue; and are ufed by Poets to
give a grace to their compofitions; and often
to apologize for their want of abilities, which
1s manifefted, by their defiring to be in{pired
with the gift of Poefy. To give you a clear
idea of this poetic fittion, I fhall repeat a few
lines from a letter I fent {fome time f{ince to a
friend; in which I invoked the Mufe Clio, in
the following words :

Hail, gentle Clio! form the verfe

In numbers mufical and terfe;

Daffufe thy foftnefs o’er each line,
Friendfhip and Truth with grace combine!

Lady
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Lady Mary.

I clearly comprehend the different qualities
of thefle invocations: but, pray, what are ex-
clamations ?

Mentoria.

They denote furprife or aftonifhment ; and
often exprefs our admiration of any extraordi-
nary perfon or thing. Such is the following
inftance, which is part of the panegyric be-
ftowed on Great-Britain, in Thompfon’s Sea-
fons :

Heavens! what a goodly profpeét {preads around,

Of hills, and dales, and woods, and lawns, and
{pires,

And glittering towns, and gilded ftreams, till all

The ftretching landfcape into {moke decays !

Lady Louifa.
We have now heard every part explained,
. 4 .
except interrogation.

Mentoria.

There requires little to be faid on this {ub-
je€t, as you cannot be ignorant, that to inter-
rogate is to queftion. I will however conclude

this differtation, with an example from Pope:

‘What
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What, if the foot, ordain’d the duft to tread,
Or hand to toil, afpir’d to be the head ?
What if the head, the eye, the ear, repin’d
To ferve, mere engines, to the ruling mind ?

Lady Mary.

I admire the inftance you have produced,
and fhall take the liberty, my good Mentoria,
to remind you of a promife you made yefter-
day. »
Mentoria.

I recolleét, and will inftantly comply with
it: Was it not to inform you of the nature of
Geography ?

Lady Mary.

Yes, my dear Madam, and I am all 1mpati-

ence till you begin.

Mentoria.

Geography teaches you the form of the
Earth, and the fituation of ecach particular
part of it. You are not ignorant, that the
World is round, and confifts of Seas, Conti-
nents, Iflands, Peninfulas, Rivers, Promonto-
ries, Rocks, and Mountains. In order to give
you a clear idea of the Rudiments of Geo-
graphy, preparatory to your being regularly
taught, I fhall endeavour to explain thefe dif-

ferent
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ferent branches, and then proceed to enlarge
on other parts of this ufeful Science. The
Ocean is the main Sea, the depth and extent of
which are paft our finite comprehenfion. The
Continent is a vaft traét of Land over which
it is pratticable to travel from one place to
another ; as for inftance, from France to Ger-
mony, Italy, Spain, Portugal, Turkey, or even
India, by pafling over the deferts of Arabia :
but this laft is very dangerous, not only from
the probability of meeting with the wild Arabs,
and noxious animals, but alfo from the wind,
which rifes to a confiderable height, and 1s
then frequently attended with fatal confequences
to travellers, as the clouds of fand either pre-
vent their purfuing the right courfe, or blind
them, and fometimes totally overwhelm them.

Lady Loui/a.

Pray, what isan Ifland ? My brother, I dare
fay knows!

Mentorua.

Ifland is a general term for every thing en-
compafled by water. In the more elevated
fenfe, it fignifies any habitable place or king-
dom, furrounded by the fea, as Great-Britain
or Ireland. The advantages arifing from this
fituation are evidently thefe; the convenience

of
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of importing into every part of it the produce
of other countries; and to thofe engaged 1n
commerce, the equal advantage of exporting
fuch commodities, as the {oil or manufaétures
bring to perfeftion.

Lady Mary.

I never knew before that England was an
Ifland ; and always thought every thing we
ate, drank, or wore, was the produce of our
own Country.

Mentora.

Your Ladyfhip was much miftaken; on the
contrary, we are indebted to other Countries
and Nations, for many of the conveniences of
life.  India fupplies us with Tea, Spices,
Drugs, Rice, China, Muflin, Precious Stones,
and various other Articles,, The Weft-Indies,
with Sugar, Coffee, Rum, Tobacco, Choco-
late, Mahogany, Spices, and Drugs. Italy
furnifhes us with moft of the Silks we wear;
as mulberry-trees (on the leaves of which
Silk-Worms feed) are the natural growth of
the country, and are as common there, as the
oak or elm are in England. © The Silk comes
over in it’s natural ftate, is afterwards dyed of
various colours, and manufaétured into the dif-
ferent kinds of Silk and Satin we wear. Spain
' and
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and Portugal produce moft of the Wines we
drink. France affords us Brandy, Claret, and
fome other Wines, with many ornamental
parts of drefs and furniture. Norway is fa-
mous for timber, of which {hips and many
other things are built. Ruflia, Dantzic, and
moft of the Northern Countries abound with
animals of various kinds; fome docile, others
ferocious, many of which are valuable, on
account of their fkins; {uch as the furs of the
Ermine (which 1s the fkin of a little animal
very much like a weazle, and 1s generally
called Miniver) Sables, Squirrels, and Bears.
It was wifely ordamned by Providence to fur-
nifh the inhabitants of the Northern regions
with fuch ample provifion for warm raiment,
as the coldnefs of the climate indifpenfably re-
quires. In England, there are quarries of
ltone, and mines of lead, tin, and coals; alfo
in different parts of the world, quarries of
marble, and mines of iron, filver, gold, and
precious flones, which, to enumerate, would
carry me beyond my prefent purpofe.

Lady Loui/a.

Pray, Mentoria, what 1s a Peninfula? Is it
not fomething like an Ifland ?

Mentoria.

BT v e -
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Mentoria.

You are perfe@ily right, my dear Lady Louifa.
It 1s a traét of land almoft encompailed with
water. The French call it prefque ifle, which
in their language fo clearly exprefles the fenfe,
it requires no explanation. The neck of land
which prevents it from becoming an ifland, is
called an 7ffhmus. It confifts of a piece of
land which ufually runs between two feas, and

joins a peninfula to the continent.

Lady Loui/fa.

I believe the next thing you are to explain,
is rivers: I think you need not give yourfelf
the trouble, as we know what they are.

Mentor:a.

You have undoubtedly feen the river Thames:;
but I am certain you cannot trace the fource
from whence that and other rivers fpring.

Lady Lowi/a.

Does it not begin at London, and end at
Richmond ?

Mentoria.

I thought that was your Ladyfhip’s idea,
which 1s a falfe one; for rivers ufually proceed
from a fpring or fountain, and empty them-

felves
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felves into fome fea. The fea conftantly ebbs
and flows, which conftitutes what are called
Tides; thus flux and reflux, renders the water
more wholefome and agreeable than lakes of
ftagnated water, which cannot lofe the 1m-
purity they contraét. Veflels alfo, from all
parts of the world, come up with the tide
to the port of London, and as a natural con-
fequence, are conveyed from thence by the re-
turn of 1it.

The Thames is the moft famous river in
England. There are many others of lefs con-
{equence, which I have not leifure to enume-
rate. I fhall only particularize the following :
the river Avon, which has often been cele-
brated on account of the great poet, Shake-
{pear, being born at a place called Stratford-
upon-Avon. - The river Ifis and Cam, are alfo
famed for their vicinity to the two univerfities
of Oxford and Cambridge; it is almoft need-
lefs to add, the latter derives it’s name from
a bridge being built over the river Cam. I
cannot conclude this converfation on rivers,
without adding fome account of the Nile. As
it {carcely ever rains in Egypt, the foil would
be quite unfruitful, if it were not for the
falutary effefts of this wonderful river. It
begins to rife at the latter end of May, and |

continues
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continues to do fo till September or O&ober,
when there are channels cut to let it into
the great canal, which runs through Cairo,
from whence it overflows the fields and gar-
dens. This joyful event is announced by a
public feftival, fire-works, and every demon-
ftration of joy. The mud which the fiream
carries with 1t, manures the earth, and makes
it fit to receive the different kinds:of gréin,
which 1n a month or two after it i1s' fown,
yields an abundant harveft. The Nileis very
beneficial to the Egyptians, as even the plague
ceafes to rage, when the river begins to over-
flow; the caufe 1s this, all contagious dif-
orders arife from the vitiated ftate of the air,
which is allayed by inundations or refrefhing
fhowers, and, thus purified, diffufes health to
the inhabitants of fuch unfavourable climates.

Lady Mary.

Pray was not the famous Cleopatra, queen
of Egypt?

Mentoria.

Yes, my dear, though I believe we muft
confider her charatter and conduét, under the
head of Roman hiftory, as it is {fo infeparably
connefted with that of Mark Anthony. It

may not be amifs to inform you, the vagrants
ufually
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ufually called gyplies are reckoned natives of
Egypt. When the Sultan Selimus conquered
the Egyptians, in the year 1417, they refufed
allegiance to his laws, and retired into the de-
ferts, living only by theft and plunder; at
length they were banifhed from Egypt, and
agreed to difperfe themfelves in {mall parties
into every country in the known world. The
art of magic, in which thefe people were al-
lowed to excel, gained them 1n that unenlight-
ened and credulous age, the reputation of fore-
telling events by the courfe of the planets, and
other myfterious means. This opinion 15 now
wholly exploded, and could never gain belief,’
but in.a country abforbed in the grofleft ido-
latry. Thofe who believe and acknowledge
the omnipotence of God, can never fuppofe
any inferior power poflefies fore-knowledge of
any event incident to human life ; as that alone
belongs to the Creator of the uni\"erfe, 1in whole
hands are the iffues of life and death !

Lord George.

I agree with you, my dear Madam, in think-
ing none but very weak’ peoplé can believe
{fuch abfurdities; but I will not interrupt you,
as I fuppofe you will now tell us what a Pro-
montory is.

E ]Wcm‘orz'cz.
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Mentoria.
A Promontory 1s a hill or pomnt of land,

which ftretches 1itfelf over the fea; and is often

called a Cape.

Lady Lowi/a.
What 1s a Mountain, my good Mentoria?
I know it 15 a very large thing.

Mentoria.

It is a vaft mafs of earth; and when in a
lefs degree, it is called a Hill. Wales abounds
with mountains, on which the wild goats brow/e.
The Alps are very high mountains, which fe-
parate Germany from Italy ; there is a paffage
over them, though rather dangerous. The
tops of thefe mountains are always covered
with fnow; notwithftanding, in the vallies
beneath, there is the fineft verdure. The Py-
renean mountains divide France from Spain.
The burning mountains of Vefuvius and Atna,
are wonderful phenomena of nature. The
volcano, called Mount Aitna, is in the Ifland
of Sicily, in the Mediterranean Sea, under
the ‘government of the King of Naples. The
eruption of fire which burfts from it, is called
the' Lavaj;  the top of the mountain “from
whence it proceeds, 1s fliled the Crater, or

bowl.
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bowl. There have been whole towns laid in
athes by the {treams of fire and combuftible
matter, of which thefe mountains are com-
pofed; as wherever they iffue or flow, they
caufe certain deftruétion.

Lord George.

I {hould like very much to fee Mount Aitna,
and fuppofe I thall, when I take the Tour of -
Europe. Pray, Mentoria, what is the differ-
ence between a Rock and a Mountamn? I
think that is the next, and laft branch you
have to explain.

Mentoria. .

Rocks are formed of a {fubftance proverbially
hard; and the f{urface rough and uneven.
They are fituated in and near the {ea, and are
often pernicious to mariners: as the calamity
ufually called fhipwreck, 1s produced by the
fhip flriking on a rock, which either dafhes it
to pieces, or cafls it upon fome defolate Ifland.
The Baltic Seas abound with rocks. Hence it
1s, .the voyages to Norway, and Denmark, are
more dangerous than ‘a,ny other; and confe-
quently wrecks are more frequent in that than ‘
in any other Sea, '—

I g Lady‘



76 ON ELOCUTION

Lady Mary.
I am fo well pleafed with your account of

the wonderful works of nature, I hope you
will dwell longer on the fubjett.

Mentoria.

With the greateft pleafure, my dear, as I re-
joice in being inftrumental in entertaining or
improving you; therefore as the means of ef-
fecting both, fhall proceed to inform you, that
the Terreftrial Globe 1s divided into four parts :
ufually called Quarters, thuu5h they are un-
equal m their {ize,

Lady Loui/a.

You delight me beyond meafure, my dear
Mentoria, by reciting thefe ufeful branches of
knowledge ; I wait with eager expettation for

the performancc of your promife.

Mentoria.

I fhall begin with informing you, Europe is
fituated between 10 degrees Weft, and 65 de-
grees Faft Longitude; and between 36 and 72
North Latitude, having for it’s boundaries, the
Icy Sea on the North, Afia on the Eaft, the
Mediterranean on the South, which feparates

it
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it from Africa, and the Atlantic Ocean on the
Well.
Lady Mary.

What are the principal Kingdoms and States
i Europe ?

Mentoria.

Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Mulfcovy or
Ruflia, France, Germany, Holland, Flanders,
Spain, Portugal, Italy, Turkey in Europe,
CGreat-Britain, and Ireland.

Lady Lou/a.

What are the principal Iflands, my dear
Mentoria ?

Mentor:a.

Great-Britain and Ireland in the North; in
the Mediterranean fea are, Ivica, Majorca, Mi-
norca, Corfica, Sardinia, Candia, and the
I{lands in the Archipelago ; thofe in the Baltic,
Adriatic, and lonian Seas, are not of confe-
quence enough to require much attention.

Lord George.

1 fuppofe you will now enumerate the dif-

ferent Seas, as they are fo nearly connetted
with Iflands.

E g Mentona.
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- Mentoria.

Undoubtedly, my Lord, I fhall inform yous
the chief Seasin Europe are, the Adriatic, be--
tween Italy and Turkey; the Baltic Sea, be-
tween Denmark, Poland, and Sweden; the
Bay of Bifcay, between France and Spain;
the Englith Channel, between England and
France; the Euxine or Black Sea, between
Europe and Afia; the German Ocean, be-
tween Germany and Britain'; and the Medi-
terranean Sea, between Europe and Africa.

Lady Lowuz/a.

Will you tell us the names of the famous
Mountains ? I remember, when I wasin Der-
bythire, {eeing fome that appeared to me very
wonderful !

Mentoria.

Which are, neverthelefs, very inferior to
many 1 fhall enumerate, fuch as the Alps, be-
tween France and Italy; the Appenine Hills
_1n Italy ; the Pyrenean Hills that divide France
from Spain; the Carpathian Mountains in the
South of Poland ; the Peak in Derbyfhire (of
which you have an idea); the Pinlimmon in
Wales : befides the terrible Volcano's in Sicily ;
and Ecla, 1n the cold Ifland of Iceland : and

many
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many others, not neceffary at prefent to enu-
merate.
Lord George.

What a number of inhabitants there muft
be, in the variety of places you have men-
tioned !

Mentoria.

In Europe they are computed at little more
than an hundred millions; which may be re-
conciled to our ideas of numbers, when we

refle@ how they are difperfed in different parts.

Lady Loui/a.

How very large this quarter of the Globe
muft be, to contain fo many perfons.

Mentoria.

It is fuppofed to be three thoufand miles
long, and two thoufand five hundred broad ;
and though not equal in extent to other parts
of the earth, far furpafles them in the fine
arts, and all the comforts and conveniences of
life : indeed, fuch.are the peculiar advantages
in refpett of climate, and other local bleflings,
one may venture to fay, Europeans are by far
the moft refined, and ennobled part of the
human fpecies. ;

E 4 Lord
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Lord George.

I am furprifed, my dear Mentoria, you do
not mention London amongft the famous
places you have pointed out.

Mentoria.

As a proof of it’s pre-eminence, I fhall give
it the firft place in the clafs of Cities, as it is
the capital of England: next I fhall mention
Edinburgh, which is the capital of Scotland ;
Dublin, which is the capital of Ireland; Co-
penhagen, the capital of Denmark ; Bergen of
Norway ; Stockholm of Sweden; and Peterf-
burg of Ruflia: which are all fituated in the
North of Europe.

Lady Loui/a.

What Countries lie in the other parts of
the quarter of the world you are defcribing?

Mentoria.

In the more interior parts of Europe, France
15 fituated, of which Paris is the capital ; the
Auftrian Netherlands, capital Bruffels; French
- Flanders, capital Lifle ; the feven United Pro-
vinces (ufually called Holland) capital Amfter-
dam; Switzerland, capital Bern; Germany,

capital
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capital Vienna; Polénd, capital Warfaw ;
Hungary, capital Buda.

Lord George.

I fuppofe you will now inform us of the
fituation of the Southern European countries.

Mentoria.

Certainly, my Lord, as the {ketch I am
drawing, would be very mnperfett without
them. Portugal has Lifbon for it’s capital;
Spain, capital Madrid ; Italy is compofed of
many Principalities and States, the chief of
which are Savoy, capital Chamberry; Pied-
mont, capital Turin; the Milanefe, capital
Milan; the Republic of Venice, capital Ve-
nice; Dutchy of Tulcany, capital Florence;
“the Pope’s Dominions, capital Rome; the
Kingdom of Naples, capital Naples; Turkey
in Europe, capital Conftantinople; Little Tar-
tary, capital Precop.

Lady Loufa.

When I hear of thefe places, you cannot
think how anxious I am to {ece them! But I
fear, my dear Mentoria, you have forgotten to
mention the moft famous Rivers in Europe.

E 5 Mentoria.
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Mentoria. : )

If 1 were to enter into a particul difcuflion
of them, it would extend my‘ plan beyond the
prelent purpofe, which 'is only to imprefs on
your minds, particular, rather than general
mftrutions; as in order to be more fully
taught, you muft have recourfe to a regular
fyftem of Geography, for what I have com-
pofed for your ufe, can only be confidered as
tratts of that ufeful {cience. I will, however,
mention a few of the moft remarkable rivers
in Europe, which, in England, are the Thames,
Severn, QOufe, and Trent; thofe of Scotland,
the Téy, and Tweed; of Ireland, the Shan-
non, and Liffy ; of France, the Molelle, Meufe,
Seine, Loire, Garronne, and Rhone; in Hol-
land (or .the Seven United Provinces) the
Efcant or Scheld; Switzerland, the Rhine;
and 1n.Germany, the Maine, Ems, and Wefer,
Elbe, Oder, Danube, Save, and Drave; 1n
Poland, the Viftula, or- Weifel, and Bog; 1n
Spain, the Ebro, Dorno, Tagus, Guadiana, and
Guadilquiver ; the three, latter, pafs through
Portugal, and Minho, In Italy, the Po, Arno,
Tyber, and Alfeo, which I think are all that
are of confequence fufficient to engage your
prefent attention, though I with you in future

te
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to attend to the minutiz of all ufeful branches
of knowledge. - Bel

Lord George.

Is this all we are to hear about Euro'pe,
my dear Madam ?

Mentoria. 4

At lfeaft for the prefent, my Lord, as I'muft
now confider how' I may‘be beft enabled to
give you an :dea of Afia, which is a Conti-
nent, and is fituated between 25 and 148 de--
grees of Eaftern Longitude, and ‘between!the
Equator, and 72 degrees of North Latitude. It
is bounded by the Frozen Ocean on theNorth,
by the Indian Ocean on “theuSouthy: by the
Pacific Ocean on the Eaft, and by the Red
Sea, the Levant, “the Black Sea, .andMufcovy
on the Welt.

Lord Géé?ge.

What are the chief countries in Afia, "my

good Mentoria ?

“Mentoria. Aonld «
» S
It has Gve divifions, the dominions of the
Turks; the dominions of Perfia; Faft India
or the Great- Mogul’s Territories; the Great
Tartary ; and the Empire of China.

Eo6 Lady
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Lady Lowz/a.
Pray what is the extent of Afia?

Mentoria.

From the Hellefpont to Corea, it is com-
puted to be about 5,600 miles in length, and
from Malacca to Cabo Tapin, 4,coo miles.
The principal Iflands in Afia are the Marian
-or. Ladrone Iflands, Formofa, and the Philip-
pines 1n the Eaftern Ocean; the Moluccas,
and the Spice Iflands, Celebes, Borneo, Java,
Sumatra, Ceylon, the Maldives, &c. in the
Indian Ocean. Cyprus, Rhodes, Lefbos or
Metelene, Chios, or Scio, Samos, Coos, and
a few others of no great confequence, on the
coaft of Afia, and in the Mediterranean.

Lady Louwi/a.
Which are the principal Seas in Afia?

Mentoria.

The Black Sea; the Sea of Marmora; the
;Archipelago ; Sea of Afoph; the Levant; the
Red Sea; the Arabian Sea; and the Cafpian
Sea, which is the only Lake in Afia.

Lord
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Lord George.

What are the chief Rivers 1n this quarter
of the Globe, my dear Mentoria ?

Mentoria.

The Tigris, and Euphrates, between Arabia
and Perfia; the Indus, and the Ganges in In-
dia, which proceeds from Mount Imo, or Im-
maus, and paffes through the Kingdom of Ben-
gal, from whence it flows into the Sea.

Lady Low/a.

Are there any tremendous Mountains ?

Mentoria.

The higheft Mountains in Afia, are Ararat,
“near the vCafpian Sea; Horeb and Sinai, in
Arabia; Lebanon, in Judea; Mount Taurus,
extending from the Eaft to Weft of Aka; Imo
in Tartary, Caucafus, between the Empire of
the Great Mogul and Tartary ; and the Naug-
racut in Thibet. -

Lord George.

Will you be kind enough to mention, what
are the moft diftinguifhed places in Afia, with
their refpeétive capitals, as you did when you

were treating of Europe? .
4 Mentoria.
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Mentoria.

I will begin with informing you the Empire
of China, 15 the. moft Eaftern part of Afa,
which is faid to contain 400 walled Cities, the
moft capital of them are 'Pekin, Nankin, and
Canton. Tartary comprehends -all .the Nor-
thern parts of Afia, that part which joins to
Mufcovy, is ufually called Mufcovy in Afia,
and 1s in fubjettion to the Ruflians, where
Siberia is fituated, a vaft tratt of land. The
Empire of the Great Mogul, otherwife called
the Eafl-Indies, .India, or Indoftan, the capital
Cities of whichare, Agra, and Delly. Perfia
is 2 large Empire to the Eaft of Turkey.

The capital city and -refidence of the Em-
peror, 1s Ifpahan. . Turkeyin Afia, contains the
following Provinces, Anatolia, Armenia, Afly-
ria, Chaldea, Syria, Judea, or Paleftine, Circal-
fia, and Pheenicia, all in fubjettion to the Turks.
Inthe Holy Land or Paleftine, and it’s environs,
were fitnated Tyre, Damafcus, Sidon, Samaria,
Nazareth, Bethlehem, and Jerufalem the holy
city or capital. Babylon was the capital of
Chaldea, and Nineveh of Aflyria. Arabia, near
Turkey in Afia, 1s fituated between the Perfian
Gulph, and the Red Sea, being divided into
three parts, viz. Arabja the Defert, Arabia the
Rocky, and Arabia the Happy; which I.make

ne
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no doubt, from their refpettive diftin&ions, you
will have a juft idea of. In the latter, are the
towns of Mecca, and Medina. The former 1s
famous for being the place of Mahomet the
Impoftor’s birth, the latter of his burial.

Lady Loui/a.
1 think, my dear Mentoria, the names of

many of the places you have mentioned, 1
remember to have read in the Scriptures.

Mentoria.

Without doubt, as moit of the tranfattions
recorded in Holy Writ, were performed 1n this
quarter of the world. It was there the Garden
of Eden was fituated, and confequently the
firft place on the Globe that was inhabited.
It is alfo remarkable that the fall and redemp-
tion of mankind were both effe€ted in the
fame regions. The one caufed by our firft
parents tranfgreflion ; the other miraculoufly
wrought by our Bleffed Saviour’s birth,- fuf-

ferings, and refurretion.

Lady Mary.

I fuppofe the people in Afia, are more
than commonly religious; as fuch wonders
-ere performed in their country.

Mentorias
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Mentoria.

It is a véry natural conclufion for you to
draw, but extraordinary as it may feem, the
Chriftian Religion has fuffered much by Ma-
hometanifim, which almoft univerfally prevails
n thofe parts; and the grofs idolatry prattifed
by the inhabitants of the moft diftingnifhed
places in this quarter of the Globe: which
has caufed almoft a total fubmiffion of primi-
tive and genuine Chriftianity.

Lord George.

In what part of Afia, was our Saviour born ?

Mentoria.

In Bethlehem of Judea; and in the neigh-
bouring country he performed his miracles. He
alfo preached the Gofpel in Jerufalem, and
places contiguous ; and in thofe parts infiru¢ted
his Difciples, and was crucified on Mount Cal-
vary.

Lord George.

Is Jerufalem a famous place now ?

Mentoria.

As the Prophets had foretold, it was deftroy-
ed, and literally not one ftone left upon ano-
ther: it was fubdued by Titus Vefpafian a great

Roman
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Roman General after a long fiege, and was
burnt and totally demolifhed Anno Domini
70. Which caufed the Jews to be a difperfed
people : and proves, that as they difdained to
accept the promifed Meffiah, they muft and will

remain fugitives on earth!

Lady Mary.

1 hope, my dear Mentoria, you have not
quite finifhed, I feel myfelf fo interefted 1n
thele Geographical traits ; more particularly
when you mix them with thofe of hiftory.

Mentoria.

I fhould be happy to expatiate on the fub-
je€, but I muft be under the neceflity at pre-
fent, of turning my thoughts to Africa, which
is a Peninfula, and is joined to Afia by the
Ithmus of Suez. It’s fituation is between 18
degrees Weft, and 5o Eaft Longitude, and
between g7 North, and g5 South Latitude,
and is bounded by the Mediterranean Sea on
the North ; the Ifthmus of Suez, the Red Sea,
and the Indian Ocean on the Eaft; and by
the Atlantic Ocean on the Weft; and the
Southern Ocean on the South.

Lord
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Lord George.
Is Africa as big as Europe, my dear Mentoria ?

Mentoria.

It is nearly as large again, and is computed
to be 14,400 miles in circumference, It is
divided into the foﬂowing countries, Barbary,
Zaara, Egypt, Negroland, Guinea, Abyfiinia,
Abex, Nubia, Zanguebar, Anian, Monomo-
topa, Monomugi, Congo, and Cafraria,

Lady Mary.
What are the principal Iflands in Africa ?

Mentoria.

~Madagalcar, which alfo bears the name of
St. Lawrence ;. the Cape de Verd Iflands;
the Canaries, Madeira; the Guinea Ifles;
and the Iflands of St. Helena, and Alfcenfion,
with fome inconfiderable ones in the Ethiopic
Sea.

’ Lord George.

Which are the moft famous Rivers ?

Mentorza.
The Nile in Nubia and Egypt; the river
Senegal, called Niger, of which the Gambia
1s only a part.

Lady

' 4
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- Lady Mary.

Pray, my good Mentoria, inform wus of the
different places moft worthy of attention ?

Mentoria.

The metropolis of Barbary 1s Fez, befides
which there are republics of Algiers, Tripoli,
Tunis, and Barca. Zaara the ancient Numi-
dia. Negroland and Guinea, confit of fix
parts : Negroland, Guinea, Loango, Congo,
Benguela, and Mataman. Abyflinia with Nu-
bia, and the coaft of Abex, is an extenfive
country, and has Egypt on the North. Zan-
guebar and Anian is a barren defert inhabited
‘by the Arabs. Cafraria, is the country where
‘the Hottentots live, near the Cape of Good
Hope, whofe manners are proverbially brutal.
Monomotopa, joins to Cafraria, and is an in-
land trading country; Monomugi is in the
vicinage of Monomotopa, and of no great
note. Egypt, the moft - diftinguithed African
nation, has Grand Cairo for it’s capital.  Alex-
andria, and Thebes, allo, were once objeéts
of admiration and wonder.

Lord George.

What are the moft remarkable Mountains ?

Mentorids
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: Mentoria.

The Lybian Mount near Egypt; and Mount
Atlas, fituated between Biledulgerid and Bar-
bary, from which the Atlantic Ocean derives it’s
name ; the Mountain of the Moon in Ethiopia ;
~and ahill of an amazing height, in Tenerifle,
one of the Canary Iflands.

Lady Mary.

. Was it not in Egypt the Children of Ifrael
{uffered fuch hardfhips ?

Mentoria.

Yes: the Pyramids are fuppofed by {fome,
to have been built by them, whilft in bon-
dage, to ferve as Maufoleums for the Egyptian
Kings.

Lady Mary.

Is Africa a defirable fituation, and are the

inhabitants polifhed in their manners ?

Mentoria,

It is a country that abounds with deferts,
and for the greater part 1s of an unfavourable
climate ; the natives alfo are lefs civilized 1n -
their manners, than moft other parts of the

Globe.

L‘a(i-\v-
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Lady Low/a.
Are not poor Negroes fold in Africa?

Mentoria.

Yes, the flave trade, as 1t is ufually called,
1s tranfaéted 1n Negroland, chiefly on the coaft
of Guinea; a kind of commerce which is re-
pugnant to human nature, and an unjuftifiable
miringement, on the privileges granted by
Providence, to every clafs of rational crea-
tures : 1t mufl therefore be allowed to be a
heinous crime to deprive a human being of
that liberty, which the moft ferocious beaft, or
meaneft reptile enjoy. We muft now leave
Africa, and take an imaginary trip over.the
Atlantic Ocean, which will conduét us to
America.

Lord George.
I am impatient to hear the particulars of
that part of the World, as at prefent the un-

happy conteft that fubfifts, renders it an uni-
verfal topic of converfation.

Mentoria.

America (or the New World, asit is ufually
called) reaches from the North Pole to the
57th degree of South Latitude, it confifts of
two large Continents, and is bounded to the

North



04 ON ELOCUTION

North by unknown parts; and to the South,
by the South Sea; Eaftward by the Atlantic
Ocean, and to the Weft by the Pacific Ocean.
The Continents or Peninfulas already men-
tioned, are diftinguithed from their fituations
by the names of North and South America;
which” are joined by Mexico, that forms an
Ifthmus near 1,500 miles in length, yet at
Darien the paflage 1s fo narrow, the commu-
nication between the Oceans is eafily effefted.

Lord George.

From the account you have given of the
dimenfions of the Ifthmus, I fuppofe the ex-
tent of America is very great.

Mentoria.

It is about 8,000 miles in length, and is an
amazing traét of land, it is alfo naturally the
beft provided with the comforts and conve-
niences of life, of any part of the Globe, and
has peculiar advantages, refpefting communi-
cation with other places; as it 1s beyond com-
pare better fupplied with water than any
other {pot in the known World. North Ame-
rica contains the following Provinces, the
Floridas, Georgia, Carolina, diftinguithed by
the names of North and South, according to

the
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the refpeflive fituations, Virginia, Maryland,
Penfylvania, the Jerleys, New York, New
England, Nova Scotia, Canada, Efkimaux
or New Britain.

¥ Lord George.

Are not the revolting Colonies there, my
dear Mentoria ?

Mentoria.

Yes, my Lord, the unhappy plan of taxing,
and changing the government over them, difu-
nited them from the Mother Country, and now
the greater part are ftruggling for independency.

Lord George.

What are the chief towns of the Provinces

juft mentioned ? :
Mentoria.

The capital of Eaft Florida, is St. Auguftine ;
of Weft Florida, Penfacola; Georgia, capital
Savannah ; North and South Carolina, capital
Charles Town ; Virginia, of which the capital
was formerly James Town, but at prefent
William{burgh ; Maryland, capital Anapolis;
Penfylvania, capital Philadelphia; the Jerfeys,
capital Elizabeth Town; New York, capital
New York; New England, capital Bofton;
Nova Scotia, capital Annapolis-Royal ; Canada,
capital Quebec; New Britain or. Efkimaux,
being a barren country, and intenfely cold, has

110
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no fettlement eftablithed there, but by the
natives.
‘ Lady Mary..
, Are thele all the places which belong to

the Engli{h ?
Mentoria.

Yes, except fome fettlements in Hudfon’s
Bay, and the coaft of Greenland. We muft
now confider the territories in pofleflion
of Spain, which are Old Mexico, or New
Spain ; New Mexico, or Louifiana.

Lord George.

What are their principal Towns or Cities ?

Mentoria.
In Old Mexico, Mexico; La Vera Cruz;
Truxello ; and the port of Acapulco. In New
Mezxico, Santa Fe.

Lady Mary.

What are the principal Rivers in North

America?
Mentoria.

The Muffiflippr; the Ohio; and the niver of
St. Lawrence.
Lord George.
As America i1s a Continent, it can have ne

I{lands ? :
1\{ent0r2a.
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Mentoria.

Yes, thofe in the Atlantic Ocean, ulually
called in the Weft Indies, are in fome degree
annexed to North America, and thofe in the
South Sea, to South America, which we will
refpeétively confider; thofe that are called the
Caribbee Iflands are as follow : Jamaica, St.
Chriftophers, commonly called St. Kitts, An-
tigua, Dominica, Barbadoes, the Granades,
Barbuda, Montferrat, Tobago, St. Vincents,
befides the Caribbees in Newfoundland, Cuba,
Hifpaniola, Porto Rico, the Virgin Iilands,
Trinidad, Margaretta, Martinique, and Gua-
daloupe.

Lords George.

Are there any Mountains in North Americ¢a ?

Mentoria.

There are none very confiderable, but what
are called the Apalachian Mountains. Ame-
rica is not a Mountainous country ; yet thofe
that are there, are the largeft in the World.
In Canada, 1s the wonderful cataraét, or water
falls of Niagara, the flream of which is near
a mile wide, divided by a rocky f{ubftance of
a femicircular form, and the perpendicular
beight from which it falls is near one hundred

B and
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and fifty feet, the noife of which is heard at
.more than fifteen miles diftance.

Lord George.

Have you finithed your account of North
America ?

- Mentoria.

Yes, my Lord, and am now going to inform
you, that South America is fituated in the
South Sea, by which it is almoft encompaliled.
It is divided into feven parts, Terra Firma,
of which the capital towns are Surinam, Pf};_
nama, Porto Bello, and Carthagena; Peru
has for 1t’s capital Lima; Amazonia is a very
large fertile tratt of land, which has the
greatelt river in the known World, with regard
to the length of 1t’s courfe, and the depth of it’s
water, and which bears the name of Amazon.

Lady Mayy.

Have I not read of Female Warriors, called
by the name of Amazons ?

Mentoria.

Yes, my dear, and it is faid it was on the
thore of this river, the Portugueze in fome of
their enterprizes met with thefe heroic women :
from whom the country derives it’s name,

But
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But I muft forbear digreflions, and return to
Terra Firma, to inform you Brafil is one of
the divifions, the chief town of which is
St. Salvador; Paraguay, or Rio de Plata is
another, the cepital belonging to it is Buenos
Ayres; Chili, which is very mountainous, has
for it’s capital 5t. Jago ; Terra Magellanica, or
Patagonia, the inlansl parts of wkich, are but
little known ; though there are various fettle-
sments on the coaft of the ftraits of Magellan.

Lord ‘Georg&

“What Iflands are there in South America ?

. Mentoria..’
‘Chiloe ; the King’s or Pearl Iflands, Juan
Fernandes ; the Gallipago’s Iflands ; Falkland’s
iflands ; and the Ifland Terra del Fuego.

Lady Loui/a.

Are there any great Mountaias in thofe parts
you have alr.eady mentioned ?

Mentoria.

Yes, the Andes, which are efleemed the
longeft and higheft chain of mountains on the
known earth, which extend North and South,
from the moft northern parts of Peru, to the
dtraits of Magellan,

Fe Lord
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Lord Geo_rge.
‘What are the moft famous Rivers in South
America?
Mentoria.

The river of Amazon, already mentioned ;
and the Rio de la Plata, the firft rifing in
Peru, the other in the centrical part of the
country; alfo the Oronoque, which 1s a very
coufiderable river, though not comparable to
the others, which are amazing bodies of water,
and from their extent almoft deferve the name

of Freth Water Oceans !
Lady Mary.

How long is 1t, fince America was dil-

covered ?
Mentoria.

Ofober 11, 1492, by Columbus, and in
the year 1497 was named America, by Ame-
ricus Vefputius.

Lord George.

Did Columbus and Vefputius difcover the
whole of America?

Mentoria.

No, one Cabot, employed by our Henry the
Seventh, failed along the North Eaft coaft of
America,
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America, to 67 degrees of North Latitude, in
the year 1498. Alfo in 1513 Vafco Nunes de
Bilbao firft difcovered Cuba to be an Hland,
and erefted a fortrefs at Panama: but the
next, and laft enterprizing genius, who was
‘tnftrumental in the early difcoveries of Ame-
rica, was Hernando Cortez, who conquered

Mexzxico, the 1gth of Auguft 1521.

Lord George.

What a great man he muft have been, to
perform fuch wonderful things!

Mentoria.

We fhould always endeavour to think that
thofe revolutions which States, or any other fub-
lunary powers undergo, are the effeéts of Divine
Wifdom, rather than the operations of human
{kill. I know no hiftory more affe€ting than
that of the conqueft of Mexico; as the Em~
peror Montezuma was a dupe to the treachery
and deep laid machinations of Cortez, who
was a defigning man, capable of forming
great enterprizes, and allo able to put them
into execution. At firft he got ground in the’
Emperor’s dominions, under a falfe fhew of
friendfhip, by the means of which, he gained
Lis end, as by a flight pretence of having re-’

i ceived
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seived injurious treatment, he foon attacked
fome of Montezuma’s fubjelts, and entirely
deftroyed them : ‘This alarmed the Emperor
fo much, he furrendered himfelf to Cortez ;,
who pretended to make no advantage thereby,
and {uffered Montezuma to enjoy the privi-
beges of royalty : but after a fhort time he
{eized his perfuh, after which his officers be-
gan to plunder the city of Mexico, the trea-
fures of which were immenfe ; in the fiege itis
computed 100,000 Mexicans fell vi&tims to:
the fate of war. There are various reports
refpelling the Emperor’s death, but it is gene-
rally fuppofed he was murdered by the Spa-
niards, after having received a wound in the
general {cuffle,

Lady Lowi [z,
In what manner was Cortez rewarded for
thele great {ervices ?

Mentorza.

He met with the general fate of ufurpers;
as he was defpifed for his cruelty, though he
was extolled for his valour. The Court of
Spain remanded him to give an account of
his conduét, in defence of the various charges
of inhuma.nity laid againft him: however the

treafures



treafures he carried thither, obftrufied the
courle of juftice; therefore he was exempt-
ed from all punithment, excepting what
his own confcience muft inflilt. e was-
riever fuffered to return to Mexico, but re-
mained at the Court of Spain till his death,-
which happened in 1545, where he lived in
a ftate little better than captivity, for he en-
joyed his liberty, but in a very limited degree:
which proves that the honours of lawlefs con-
querers ‘are but of fhort duration; and that
outrages on our fellow creatures, even n this
prefent ftate, are fubjeét to- the laws of retri-
bution ! :
Lady Mary.

I am much obliged to you, my dear Men-
toria, for the entertaining flory you have judt
recited.

Mentoria.

I muft now take my leave of Hiftory, and
purfue my Geographical tratt; in order to
give you fome notion of what is meant by
the Latitude and Longitude of places.

Lady Low/a.
I muft confefs, my dear Mentoria, I am
almoft atlhamed to own, I have a very imper-
fett conception of what thofe terms mean,

By notwith-
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notwithftanding you have fo often explained
them.
Mentoria.

- You have, I am convinced, a clear idea of
the artifictal {fphere or globe, that is divided
into g6o degrees, each of which, is 6o Geo-
graphical miles, which is more than 69 Bntifh
miles ; therefore the circumference of the Globe
15 24,840 Englith or Britifh miles, and the
diameter nearly 7,900 miles. I have already
informed you there is a line paffes through
the centre of the Globe, called the Axis, on
which 1t turns round every twenty-four hours;
the extreme points of which, are called the
Poles of the Earth, diftinguifhed by the names
-of the Arétic or North Pole, the Antarétic or
South Pole. You are alfo, I am perfettly
affured, acquainted with the fituation of the
Zenith, and Nadir; I fhall therefore proceed
to inform you, that the next circle to be con-
fidered, 1is the Equator or Equinottial line,
which divides the earth into two hemifpheres
or equal parts, the one North, the other South ;
and on this circle the ‘360 degrees of Longi-
tude are marked, which begin at the firft
Meridian, and proceed Eaftward, till tbey en-
compafs the Globc

Lord
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Lord George.

Pray, my dear Mentoria, what is the Me-

ridian ? '
Mentoria.

The Meridian divides the Eaftern and Wel-
tern hemifphere, and upon this circle are marked
the degrees of Latitude, which are meafured
from the Equator to the North or South Pole.
Latitude is the diftance of places, meafured on
the Meridian, from the Equator towards the
North, or South Pole; the North Pole 1s a
point go degrees North of the Equator, and
the South Pole a fimilar point go degrees South
of the Equator ; the Poles ai_e the points where
Latitude terminates, and the Meridians unite.
All places therefore, which are between the
Equator and the North Pole, are faid to be n
North Latitude, and all between the Equator
and South Pole, are in South Latitude: hence
you may obferve, that thofe places which have
no Latitude are on the Equator where Latitude
begins, that no place can have more than go
degrees North or South Latitude, and that the
place which hath go degrees Latitude muft be
under one of the Poles where Latitude ends.

Longitude is the diftance of places meafured
on the Equator Eaftward, or Weftward; or it

25 : - “17%8
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is the diftance Eaft or Weft, between any twor
Meridians, and no place can be removed from
another, on the Globe, above 180 degrees of
Longitude towards the Eaft or Weft, the cir-
cumference of the Globe being g60.

Thofe of Longnude {hew how many degrees.
any place is from it’s chief town or eity,, whlch
1s confidered as the Meridian of that map.

Lord George.
I ecannot cléarly comprehend how thofe
hgur es can fhew the diftances of places.

Mentoria.
1t is"very ealy to reconcile the feeming dif-
hculty which attends” it, when I inform you
every 15 degrees is reckoned at the rate of an
~ hour; therefore every place which is fituated
15 degrees Eafl of England, will have the fun
one hour before us; as, for inflance, Naples
and, as a natural confequence, places fituated
15 degrees Weft of us, will apparently have
the fun one hour after us, as Madeira: which
thews not only the diftance but the cli-
mates of different countries, and thereby Geo-
graphers are enabled to afcertain the length of
the days, and many other curious particulars,
refpecting the moft diftant regions.
Lady
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Lady Loutfa-

I begin now to comprehend thofe inftruc-
tions you have fo often given me in vain,
my dear Mentoria; but am impatient to know
what are the ufe of the figures which mark
the latitude.

Mentorza.

I have already informed you every degree of
Latitude, bears the computation of 6o miles,
therefore a good Geographer, when he hears
how many degrees any place extends either v
North or South Latitude, is enabled to form.
an idea of it’s fituation and dimenfions.

Lord &eorge.
I think that muft be very difficult.
Mentorea.

Not in the leaft, my Lord, to perfons wheo"
are accuftomed to nice calculations, and Geo~
graphical refearches..

Lady Mary.
Have you finifhed, my dear Mentoria ?

Mentoria.

For the prefent, my dear, as I have drawn
you a rough fketch of the different parts of a
oo map,



108 ON ELOCUTION, &c.

map, or at leaft of the chief objetts you will find
either on globes or on charts ; which I hope will
ferve to imprefs my inftru@ions on your mind,
as you will find fome of the particulars I have
jult treated on, fully explained in Plate I.
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On the Derivation of Words, and
Geography.

Lady Mary.

Do not mean, my good Mentoria, to pre-

{cribe the fubjeét of your inftruétions ; yet
I was fo much pleafed with the derivation of
the word Cambridge, 1 wifh you could recollet
any inftance of the fame nature.

Mentoria.

I will readily comply with your requeft, my
dear Lady Mary ; and though the inftances I
may produce, will not perhaps anfwer {o lite-
rally, their reference will be equally jull, to

fome
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fome circumftance or word in a foreign lan-
guage ; which exprefles the fenfe, and confti-
tutes the meaning. For example: the word
quadrupede, which fignifies a four-footed ani-
mal, is derived from the Latin, and literally
means four feet. The Adelphi was called by
that name, becaufe it 'was built by brothers,.
which in Greek is expreffed by the word adel-
phos.  Virginia was difcovered by Sir Walter
Ralergh, 1 the reign of Queen Elizabeth, and
called fo, as a compliment to her, as the was
never married.
Lady Lowi/a.

1 hope, my dear Mentoria, you will point
out fome more examples; as I am much
pleafed with thofe you have produced.

Mentoria.

Philadelphia, a {fettlement in  America,
which 1s chiefly inhabited by Quakers, took
1t’s name from the particular tencts of that feét ;
which are a fyftem of philanthrophy and bro-
therly love. (Though I am no Grecian) I pre-
fume, the word Philadelphia is derived from the
Greek, and medns brotherly love.  The Cape
of Good Hope was difcovered by the French,
in endeavouring to find the North-Weft
paflage, which afforded them refrefhment,

and
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and infpired them with the /ope of making
other ufeful difcoveries: hence they called 1t

The Cape de bonne Efperance.

Lord George.

I with you could tell the caufe from whence
every thing takes 1t’s name.

Mentoria.

I fhall now inform you, from whence that
Quarter of the world, called America, derives
it’s origin. This vaft tratt of land was difco-
vered by Chriftopher Columbus, a native of
Genoa. Affairs of fuch great import:ince
cannot always be completed by the projettor :
hence it was, that Americus Vefputius, a Flo-
rentine, mmmortalized his name by completing
the work Columbus began, who undoubtedly
had the greateft merit: notwithftanding, the
whole country derived it’s name from Amerzcus
Vefputius ; and as mames of places are ufually
feminine, it was called America.

Lady Mary.
I think that was extremely unjuft: I fhould
think it very hard, if my fifter did a few leaves

in my flower piece, to have it called her bafket
of flowers,

Mentoria.
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Mentoria.

If we ferioufly confider, Columbus does not
feem 1n fuch a pitiable, nor Americus Velpu-
tius in fuch an enviable ftate, as at firft fight we
are apt to imagine. All perfons of fenfe and
learning afcribe the merit to Columbus : whilft
Vefputius, who arrogantly thought to engrofs
the whole honour of the difcovery, is difap-
pointed, by (I venture to pronounce) half of
the world not knowing from what or whom,
America took it’s name. I fhall now {ubjoin
a few obfervations on Geography ; which, I
hope, will entertain and improve you.

Lord Géorge..

I'am extremely glad, as it is a fubje&t which
deeply engages my attention.

Mentoria.

I have already told you the world is round:
it 1s necellary you fhould know it is convex.

Lady Lowi/a.

Pray, what is convex, my dear Mentoria ?

Mentoria.

Convex 1s dire&ly oppofite to' concave. To
familianize the idea; the outfide of a tea-cup
18
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is convex, and the infide concave. 1 {hall now
inform you, the top of the {phere or globe
is called the Zenith: hence it 1s, this term 1s
often ufed in a figurative fenle, to defcribe a
perfon in the moft exalted ftate, by faying, they
are in the zenith of their glory. The bottom
of the globe 1s called the Nadir: I thought I
might, with equal propriety, ufe this term to
exprefs a ftate of depreflion, diretly oppofite
to the elevated fituation, the word Zemith de-
notes; which I did in the following lines,
though I can produce no authofity for it.

The fame when in the Zenith of thy ftate,
Or in the Nadir of afflitive fate!

Lady Mary.

I never heard of thefe things before: pray,
Mentoria, where did you get your knowledge ?

Mentoria.

- 1 am not confcious of poflefling any extra-
ordinary degree of knowledge : what I have
attained, was by induftry and obfervation. I
have read a great deal, and was always defirous
to keep company with perfons older than my-
felf. The deference I had for their judgment,
which I knew was the refult of long expe-

rience,
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rience, induced me to follow thewr advice :
hence it was I efcaped many errors, and was
enabled to form my fentiments by the rules of
prudence and difcretion. I fhall now explain
to you, what the Antrpodes are.

Lady Lowifa.

I cannot imagine- what they can be: I never
heard of them.

Mentoria.

They are thofe perfons, who inhabit parts-
of the globe diretly oppofite to each other :
confequently, as’the world is round, the feet
of the one muft be direttly parallel with the
feet of the other. You will, Idare fay, figure
to yourfelf, that the Antipodes walk on their:
heads, whilft you fecurely tread on your feet !

Lord Gem‘ge.

How, my good Mentoria, can it be other-.
wife ?

Mentoria.

Undoubted]y: as the world moves on an
axis, and (if I may be allowed the expreflion}
15 air-hung.  The {pace in which it 1s fufpend-
ed, 1s called the atmofphere.

Lord
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Lord George.

Pray, Mentoria, what is an Axis ?

Mentoria.

As your Lordfhip compares the world often
to a cricket-ball, 1 fhall purfue the fimile. If
you were to thruft a ftick through the centre of
your ball, which would enable you to turn 1t
round, the ftick on which it is moved weuld
be the axis.

Lady Mary.

Is it paft a doubt then, that the world moves ?

I am furprifed, we do not perceive it.

Mentoria.

There is not the leaft reafon to queflion it..
Hence itis, that weare the antipodes to thofe,
who poffefs the oppofite part of the globe.
Our advantages are equal, though we enjoy
them at different times. It is midnight with
them, when it is noon-day with us. Their
longeft day is our fhorteft: and the length of
their day is equal to the length of our night.
The term antipodes is often ufed metaphori-
cally, to defcribe thofe perfons, whofe fenti-
ments and manners are diametrically oppofite.

Lady
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Lady Lowu/a.
I can {carcely believe, the world 1s 1n per-
petual motion.
Mentora.

_The revolution of the earth on it’s own axis,
is called the durnal motion, which is per-
formed in the fpace of twenty-four hours, and
caufes the fucceflion of day and night. That
paxt of the earth, which in the regular courfe 1s
hidden from the light of the fun, muft naturallyb
be 1nvolved in darknefs; which conftitutes
what is called night: whilft the oppofite part
of the globe is cheered by the rays of the fun,
and enjoys day-light with all it’s attendant
comforts.

Lady Mary.
I underftand this very clearly : but what

caufes morning and evening ?

Mentoria.

The oblique direttion of the rays of the fun,
which are produced by the regular gradation
of the earth, in her procefs round the fphere,
1 which the moves.

Lady Loui/a.

I have often heard people talk of the Hori-
zon, pray what 1s 1t ?

Mentoria.
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Mentoria.

The Horizon divides the upper and lower
Hemifpheres, and confequently bounds our
" profpeéts: as it would be impoffible for our
eyes to difcern any objett beyond that point,
which may clearly be proved by drawing a
line round an apple, and {fuppofing an emmet
was placed upon 1it, by which means you
would be convinced that his views could not
poflibly exceed the Horizon you had formed ;
as after that {pace, the earth like the apple
gradually diminifhes in confequence of 1it’s

fpherical form, to the point of the Nadir:
which 1s oblivion to us!

Lord George.

What diftance 1s there between the Ho-
rizon and the Nadir?

Mentoria.

Ninety degrees, and the fame number alfo
between the Horizon and the Zenith, which

is the point above us, as the Nadir 1s the
point beneath us.

Lady Mary,
Pray what are the Tropics?

Mentoria.
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Mentoria.

They fhew the declenfion of the Sun from
the Equator; the Tropic of Cancer, or the
Northern Tropic encompaffes the globe twenty-
three degrees one half North of the Equator,
and the Tropic of Capricorn twenty-three de-
grees one half South of the Equator: beyond
the limits of which the {fun does not pafs.

Lord George.

1 {uppofe thofe countries muft be very hot.

Mentoria.

And in general very unhealthy, as the cli-
mates are unfavourable, not only from heat,
‘but the heavy rains which fall in thefe regions
at certain periods. The Tropical countries are
abundant in all' the valuable and beautiful pro-
duttions of nature; but generally prove fatal
o European adventurers, who fettle there.

Lady Mary.
Pray, my dear Mentoria, tell us {omething
more. I affure you, I have thought a great
deal about what you faid concerning the Ho-

rizon, and fuppofe when we fee the Sun fet,
it finks beneath the Horizon,

Mentoria,
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Mentoria.

Undoubtedly, my dear, when we are de-
prived of his bright rays, it is owing to the
revolving motion of the planet we inhabit;
as his luftre always fhines undiminithed, which
is clearly proved, by his gradual difappear-
ance, one of the fineft fpeftacles nature
affords : from which it is evident, the other
Hemifphere -enjoys his light, when we are
deprived of it.

Lady Lou/fa.

Let me entreat you, my dear Mentoria, not
#0 .conclude your inflruétions for this morning.

Mentoria,

It is not my intent, my dear Lady Louifa.
I fhall now proceed to explain, what caufes
the viciffitudes of heat and cold, and the re-
-gular fucceflion of the feafons. The earth,
as a planet, performs it’s courfe round the
fun in three hundred and fixty-five days,
which is called a folar year. Heat is occa-
fioned by the rays of the fun being  tranf-
mitted in a perpendicular direftion; and cold
from the ceffation, or obliquity of it’s rays.
“The gradual change from one feafon to ano-
ther, 1s produced by the regular procefs of

3 the
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the earth’s revolution round the fun. 1 fhall
now proceed to explain the different cli-
mates, which are claffed under the title of
Zones.

Lady Mary.

1 think, I have read of people wearing
zones; fo that it appears not probable, any
part of drefs can have the leaft conneétion
with Geography.

Mentoria.

- Zone fignifies a girdle or any thing which
encompafles: hence it 1s, thefe divifions of
the earth are called {fo, becaufe they go round
the globe. There are five zones; one torrid,
which 4s a term for extreme heat; as the fun
is vertical, or direftly over the head twice
every year, and alfo produces no fhadow :
this climate is intenfely hot. The countries
fituated under the torrid zone, are the Conti-
nent of Africa, Guinea, Lybia, Abyflinia,
Arabia Felix, Eaft-India, fome part of Ame-
rica, and New Guinea, with many iflands, the
inhabitants of which are chiefly black.

Lady
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Lady ' Loui/a.
I fhould not like to live under the torrid
zone ; fhould you, Mentoria ?

Mentoria.

Certainly none would chufe a fituation,
where the difadvantages are fo evident. We
are now going to confider the two temperate
zones (under one of which, we are fo for-
tunate as to be placed). They are called
fo from being fituated between the torrid
and the frigid zones; and are diftinguifhed
under the Northern temperate zone, and the
Southern temperate zone. Under the former,
England is fituated, Spain, France, Germa-
ny, Italy, Scotland, Ireland, the greateft part
-of Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Poland, Ruf-
fia, the Lefler Afia, Natolia, Greece, Judea
or Paleftine, Affyria, and the chief part: of
the Greater Afia, viz. Armenia, Perfia, part
of India, of Great Tartary, and of China.
Japan, and the chief part of North America,
with many iflands. Under the South tem-
perate zone lie the uttermoft parts of Africa,
and - the Cape of Good Hope; as alfo a great
part of South America.,

G £ Lady
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Lady 1Wa'r)l.'
1 fuppofe we fhall now hear about the frigid
zones, which you juft now mentioned.

Mentoria.

The two frigid zones derive their name,
from their fituation being intenfely cold.
Under the North frozen zone, Greenland and
Spitzbergen are fituated, famous for the whale
fithery ; with the greateft part of Tartary, the
points of Norway and Swedeland, the heart of
Lapland and Finland, the uttermoft part of
America, "and the bounds of Europe. The
boifterous winds, and rough feas, prevent the
countries being well known, that lie under
the South frozen zone. There have been
many attempts made, which have hitherto
proved unfuccelsful, on account of the fick-
nefs, want of provifions, and other hardfhips
the failor muft undergo in fuch a fevere cli-
mate; which difcourage them from making
further difcoveries, |

Lord George.

If you were compelled to live under one of
the zones, which would you prefer, the frigid
or torrid P ‘

\ Mentoria,
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Mentoria.

1 will leave it to your own judgment, when
I have explained the advantages and difadvan-
tages incident to each. Providence has wifely
ordained, that in thofe climates, where the
heat difables the inhabitants from {evere la-
bour, there is an abundance of all the produc-
tions of the earth; and has granted the blefling
of plenty, to compenfate for the want of
health, 'and other comforts their (fituation
deprives them of. -Riches feem indifpenfa-
bly neceflary to thofe, who inhabit any hot
country; - as they not only minifter the con-
veniencies,  ‘but the ' luxuries of life, which,
w1 fome degree, are neceflary to alleviate
the laffitude and inaétivity the climate pro-
duces.

Lady I,_ou%z.
I have not‘ the lealt doubt, I fhould prefer
the torrid to the frigid zone.

Mentoria.

Be not hafty in your determination; al-
ways hear both fides of the queftion, be-
fore you determine in favour of either. I
am 1nchined to think, I fhould ftand neu-

G2 ter;
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ter; though I do not mean to bias your
judgment. :
bas v dlady Mary.
Now, iny'dear Mentoria, point out the
advantages of the frigid zone: ‘the profpett

appears fo very dreary, I cannot imagine 1n
what they confift. :

Mentoria.

The coldn.efsi of the climate renders the
foil unfruitful in all vegetable prodacttions.
To compenfate for this deficiency, thole
countries abound with animals of different
kinds, which afford food and raiment; alfo
fith* of various forts. The inhabitants are
very induftrious, and can endure infinite fa-
tigue ; all the comforts they 'enj.oy, are pro-
duced by their own labour.: neither can there
be a flronger incitement to induftry, than
the refle€tion, " that ‘our fuftenance depends
upon the full exertion of our abilities: as
a fincere endeavour to produce this effeét,
is. ever  blefled with means by the kind
hand' of Providence. " 1In -many of the re-
mote ‘countries of the frozen zone, there are
no means of obtaining food, but by hunting

OF
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or filhing, ‘as there 1s no refource of a market..
Neither can the inhabitants  fay, * To-day I
will have veal for dinner; I am tired of
mutton ;” as Providence, not choice, fur-
nifhes their repaft, and which, from the fhare
of health and firength they enjoy, 1s often bet-
ter relifhed than all the Afiatic dainties. They
are ufually long-lived, which may be account--
ed for thus: as heat caufes an univerfal lafli-
tude, by relaxing the nervous fyftem, and con-
fequently fhortens the duration of life; fo it
follows, as a natural confequence, that cold
braces up and invigorates the human' frame,
which produces many inftances of longevity.
Every fituation in life has it’s peculiar advan-
tages: as every blefling we enjoy, lofes part
of it’s value by pofleflion, I am clearly of opi-
nion, thofe circumftances; which appear to us
in a formidable light, are not efteemed fuch .
great evils by thofe accuftomed to their pref-
fure. There 1s a palfage in Pope’s Effay on
Man, which, by taking the liberty to alter
oene word, 1s applicable to my prefent pur-
pole.

But where th’ extreme of cold was ne’er agreed,

Alk where's the North? At York, ’tis on the
Tweed ;

G g In.
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-In Scotland, at the Orcades, and there,

At Greenland, Zembla, or the Lord knowswhere.
No creature owns it in the firft degree,

But thinks his neighbour further gone than he =
Ev'n thofe, who dwell beneath it’s very zone,,
Or never feel the rage, or never own. _
What happier natures fhrink at with affright,
The hard mhabitant contends is right.

Lady ZLowy/a.
I {ull think, I had rather live where there

was great plenty and elegance, than be fubje&
to fuch difliculties.

Mentoria.

What, my dear, would it avail you, to have
your table furnithed with all the luxuries the
Eaft could afford, 1f you were not bleffed with
an appetite to relith them? Your fituation
would be {imilar to that of Tantalus, who had
always delicious fruits and water before his
-eyes, though he was never able to tafte either:
which was infliéted on him, as an heavy pu-
nithment. '

Lady Mary.

But if we lived in thofe countries, we fhould

have {laves to carry us about on palanquins,
: with
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with canopies over our heads; and attendants
to fam us.

Mentoria.

I have fo good an opinion of your Lady-
fhip’s difpofition, as to think, when you view-
ed this circumftance 1in a ferious light, it would
give you great pain; as nothing can more
deeply affett an ingenuous mind, than feeing
a fellow-creature reduced to the neceffity of
fuffering any hardfhips we cannot endure our-
felves; which i1s greatly increafed, when we
refle€t, our convenience is the caufe. I can
fcarcely imagine, the human heart can be fo
callous in the feelings of philanthrophy, as ever
wholly to be divefted of pity and compaflior;
and am inclined to believe, for the honour of
the human fpecies, they are often ftifled,
though but feldom extinguifhed.

The human mind with fenfe of pity wrought,

Yields to the force of fympathetic thought ;

Form’d of a texture, which no eye can trace,

VFoIly, and guilt, it’s brightnefs does efface :

Apt to receive impreflions, nor retain

Thofe, which review’d, caufe fear and endlefs
pain. :

G 4 As
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As notes of mufic, bending to the touch,
Produce harfh difcord, if they’re prefs’d too-
much ; _
Yet, if the whole in full accordance join,.

The mental harmony is then divine !

Lady Louifa..
I am quite of your opinion, my dear Men-
‘toria, and think I thould never take long jour-
neys, if they were performed by fuch painful
means; as every ftep the flaves took, would
make me uneafy.

Mentoria.

We fhall find in this, as in moft other in-
ftances of life, the lefs we depend on others,
the better the different fun€ions of our ftate
are performed. Providence has endued us
with the faculties of motion, and granted us
organs {uited to the purpofe; the full exertion
of which is more agreeable and conducive to
health, than any vehicle luxury or art can in-
vent ; though, under many circumftances, they
are extremely ufeful.

Lady M'ary.

What ftate then, my good Mentoria, do you
prefer.

Mentoria.
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Mentoria.

Without doubt, that which is exempt from
the rigor of the frigid zone, and the {ultry heat
of the torrid. Such is the happy predicament,
in which we ftand : as our country is under the
temperate zone. The agneeable viciflitude of
the feafons, and. the abundance we enjoy,
fhould infpire our hearts with gratitude, for
fuch ineftimable bleflings, denied to fo great a
part of the human . fpecies. Our land 1s not
{corched, by being fituated under the meridian
of the fun; neither are our feas frozen, by
being deprived of his cheenng power : his ra-
diant beams. are difpenfed in fuch juit propor-
tion to our wants, as to produce all the com-
forts and conveniencies of life. There 1s ano-
ther peculiar advantage in our fituation, that
our manners preferve the mediura between the
Northern barbarlty, and Eaftern luxury, and
form a {yftem of politenefs and urbanity, which
is ever acceptable and engaging.

Lady Louifa.

I now rejoice in: the comforts of our fituation,
and fhould be forry to change it for any other.
But is this all, my dear Mentoria, you intend
to fay on the fubl(.&.

G ; Mentoria.
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Mentoria.

I fhall endeavour to form a metaphorical al-
Tufion of the degree of comparifon the differ-
ent climates will bear to the different ftates of
life; and fhall begin this enquiry, by com-
Pparing grandeur and power to the torrid zone ;
not only from the luxury which attends it, but
alio becaufe they opprefs thofe who feel their
weight.  The flaves, who are licenfed in thofe
countries, are like the venal flatterers, who
are fubfervient to thofe in power, and whofe
freedom is bartered for gain..

Lady Mary.

What is the next point you intend to ex-
plain ¥
' Mentoria..
~ The fimilitude between the temperate zones,
and the ftate of life ufually called competency :
they both afford every requifite neceflary to
our happinefs. Riches, as well as heat, in the
fuperlative degree, are in general oppreflive
to the- pofleflors, ‘and rather caufe pain than
pleafure, from their attendant confequences.
On the contrary, moderate wealth, like a tem-
perate clime, makes every objett {mile with

eace and plenty,
i . Lady
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Lady Zowi/a.

My dear Mentoria, are you not now draw-
ing a comparifon, from the ftate of life we are
mn’?

Mentorza.

Yes, my dear; and am going to trace that,
from which you are happily exempt.. The
traits are {o ftrong, which form the likenefs
of poverty to the frigid zone, they are eafily
delineated. It is needlefs to inform you, this
ftate deprives all, who are under it’s dominion,
of every fource of fuflenance or {fupport, but
what is obtained by the efforts of their own
induftry. As the feas of the frigid zone are
fometimes frozen, and refufe their produce to
the inhabitants-of thofe parts; fo too often is
the human heart petrified, and incapable of re-
ceiving the foft impreflion of pity; and the
tears congealed, which ought to flow in com-
miferation of theindigent. Health and ftrength:
are annexed to both thefe ftates, which arife
from the fame caufe, a total exemption from
inaétivity and luxury. '

Lady Mary.:

But are thefe people happy, my. dear Men«
toria ? TN

G 6 \ Mentoria,
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Mentoria.

The beautiful lines, I have .juf‘{ recited from
Pope, clearly indicate, the inhabitants of the
frigid zone are not diffatisfied with their fitua.
tion. It appears equally clear to me, that po-
verty is not incompatible with happinefs; as
by indufiry all the neceffaries of life may be
acquired, which are all our flate requires.
'Ih efe, with temperance and health, place
thofe who poffefs them above contempt, though
they are entitled to our compaflion and affift-
ance.

Lady Louwi/a.

What a ftriking refemblance you have point-
ed out, which I fhould never have thought of !
What effeét ought 1t to have on my mind P

Mentoria.

If you apply it to your own fituation, you
are. to infer from thence, that the ftate which
1s allotted you, m.zefpe&t of climate and ftation
of life, is a peculiar blefing. It will alfo
teach you not to envy the powerful, nor de-
{pife the indigent; the former being only enti-
tled to refpett, the latter to your beft endea-
vours to relieve their diftrefles: as the true
ule of riches confifts in fupplying our own
o ' wants,
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wants, which fhould ever be confined within
the rules of temperance and frugality, that we

may be enabled to provide for the neceflities
of others.
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On Hiftory ; with the Life of Ro-

mulus and Remus.

Mentoria..
Propofe, Ladies, this morning, to giveyou
a fhort differtation on hiftory; and fhall en-
deavour to convince you of the neceflity of
‘your making 1t your peculiar ftudy.

Lady Mary.
Are there not many different kinds of hif-
tory, my dear Mentoria ?

Mentorua.

Undoubtedly, my dear. 1 will proceed to
confider them under their different clafles, and
fhall begin with the S(.riptur'es which are often
called Sacred Hﬁory ; to which I fhall oppofe
the heathen my thology, which contains a de-

feription
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{cription qf“thé deities worfhipped by the Hea-
thens; from hence called Profane Hiflory.

Lady Lowifa.

What hiftory do you think is moft proper for
us to read ?

Mentoria.

I fhall purfue the difcuffion of each parti-
cular branch, and then determine my choice.
Natural Hyftory delineates all the produttions
of nature, and enables us to form an idea of
all her works: fuch as animals, fithes, birds,
infefls, trees, plants, ores; and foffils.

Biography, or the hiftory of famous perfons,
1s very entertaining, and allo inftrutive, as it
infpires the mind with a defire to attain thofe
qualities, which have fo; emimently diftinguifh-
ed others. The hiftory of your own country
teaches you the progrels of arts, manufaélures,
‘and commerce, and clearly proves the ‘advan-
tages which are derived from a well regulated
ftate : it alfo informs you of the various means
which were ufed to form the fyftem of the
Britith conftitution. The perfecution and ar-
bitrary mealures authorized in former times,
fheuld excite in us joy and gratitude, for the
lenity and freedom of the prefent govern-
ment. Ancient hiftory (particularly the Ro-

] man)
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man) enlarges the underftanding, and qualifies
us for the perufal of polite authors, as 1t 18
neceffary to be acquainted with the manners
of the ancients, in order to form a competent
knowledge of thofe of the moderns.

Lord George.

Was not Rome once a very famous place;
and inhabited by perfons of extraordinary fenfe
and learning ?

Mentoria.

It was the feat of Empire, as well as of
polite arts and literature; 3 notwithftanding
which, the luxury and effeminacy that pre-
vailed, fubverted the government : and at pre-
fent it is only famed by being the Papal See,
and confequently the refidence of the Pope
and Cardinals; and alfo for the magnificence
of the buildings, fine paintings, and. ruins..

Lady Mary.

Now, my good Mentoria, will you tell us
which hiftory is the moft proper for us to
read? : :

Mentoria.

My dear Lady Mary, in order to filence
your importunate entreaties, I muft declare it
is abfolutely neceflary you thould be well read

11}
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in all. At prefent, I wifh facred and natural
hiftory to be the chief objetts of your atten.
tion; as they both tend to imncreafe your love
and admiration of the Deity. When you are
a little farther advanced in life, I fhall recom-
mend to your pesufal the hiftory of England,.
and alfo that of the Romans, Grecians, &c. In
this courfe of reading, you will meet with a
number of entertaining anecdotes and furpriﬁn.g
circumftances, which attended the lives of fa-
mous perfons, whom you now only know by
name. Hiftory will introduce you to a further
acquaintance with them, and enable you very
{foon to give as clear an account of Cato, De-
mofthenes, or Mark Anthony,? as if you were
perfonally acqueinted with them.

Lady Mary.

From whence did Rome derive it’s name?

Mentoria,

From Romulus, who built the city. I fhould
imagine it would be agreeable to you, to know
fome particulars of the founder of fo great a
capital. I fhall therefore give you a fketch of
his charaer, and that of his brother Remus,,
as they are drawn by Plutarch the famous

Biogra pher.
Lady
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Lady Loui/fa.
Is his life entertaining, my dear Ment_oria?
If it be, I fhall attend to 1t with pleafure.

Mentoria.

I think it is remarkably fo, my dear Lady
Louifa, which made me choofe to recite it.

The Life of ROMULUS and
REMUS.

THE kings of Alba being lineally defcended
from Zfneas, the fucceflion devolved upon
Numitor and Amulius, who were brothers.
In order amicably to fettle the divifion of the
empire, the treafures, which were brought
from Troy, were placed on one fide, and the
kingdom on the other. Numitor chofe the
kingdom, confequently the riches were the
pofleflion of his brother. Amulius {oon de-
throned Numitor; and fearing his daughter
might have children, who would lay claim to
the crown, he made her a prieftefls of the god-
defs Vefta, to prevent her entering into the
marriage ftate, as none but {ingle women were
admitted of that order. This lady, whofe name
was Rhea Sylyia, being not fuited : to. :the

office
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office appointed her, was foon difcovered to
be pregnant, for which fhe was fentenced to-
undergo a fevere punifhment; but Antho,
the daughter of Amulius, efpoufed her caufe,
and prevailed on' her father to change her
punithment into confinement and folitude.
In this retirement fhe was delivered of two
fons, remarkable for their fize and beauty,
which created jealoufy in the tyrant’s breaft,
and induced him to form plans for their de-=
firuétion : to effet which, he commanded a
fervant to deftroy them. The perfon who
undertook to perform this horrid deed, put the
children into a trough, and carried them to.
the banks of a river, with intent to caft them
in; but the water being unufually rough and
high, the fear of endangering his own fafety,
induced him to leave the trough on the fhore,
and make a precipitate retreat. The high tide
of the river bore it up, and conveyed it to an
even fhore, near which there ftood a fig-tree,
which fheltered the children from the rays of
‘the fun: it is alfo faid, a fhe-wolf fuckled
“them, and a wood-pecker brought them their
daily food. They were difcovered in this fi.
tuation by Fauftulus, herdfman to Amulius,
who brought them to his wife, from whom
‘they received every attention their helplefs

ftate
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ftate required. As they advanced in life, they
were diftinguifhed by their ftrength, courage,
and greatnefs of foul. Remus was of an attive
turn of mind, and of an enterprifing {pirit.
Romulus was of a different difpofition, inclined
to ftudy, and naturally prudent.

They fignalized themfelves in a quarre] that
happened between the herdfmen of Numitor
and Amulius, which manifefted their merit,
and divulged the myftery of their birth. Ro-
mulus and Remus oppofed the herdfmen of
Numitor, as they thought them to be the ag-
greffors. They alfo affociated with thofe per-
fons, who, either from their poverty, or being
in the bonds of flavery, wifhed to cfleét a re-
volution in the flate.

Lord George.

Were they not very much to blame, to keep
company with fuch perfons, and take part
againft their grand-father. "

N~

Mentoria.

Nothing can excufe the former, except the
fuppoflition, that they groaned under oppref-
fion, and naturally wifhed to obtain their free-
dom, or fome other advantage equally neceflary
to their happinefs: the latter charge is wholly

extenuated
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extenuated, by their total ignorance of their
parentage and noble defcent. To purfue the
hiftory, every thing was ripe for a rebellion,
when Remus was taken prifoner, whillt Ro-
mulus was facrificing to the gods. IHe was
carried before his grand-father Numitor, and
charged with feveral crimes, who referred him
to Amulus to receive fentence. After having
demanded fatisfattion for the mjuries his fer-
vants had {uftained, Amulius fent him to Nu-
mitor, to receive fentence adequate to the of-
fence he was guilty of. Numitor, fo far from
intlitting one that was fevere, ordered him to
his own houfe; as during the examination, he
percewved fomething in his countenace which
deeply engaged his attention, and induced him
to make enquiries refpeéting his defcent and
way of life. To which Remus returned this
{pirited reply :

“ Your juftice in examining, before you
condemn, deferves, on my part, the return
of truth and fincerity.. I am a firanger to
my family and defcent; I have but one
twin-brother ; we have ever been confidered
as the fons of a fhepherd; but fince our ac-
cufation, 1t has been rumoured we are of
noble extrattion. Qur birth 1s myfterious;

our fupport in 1nfancy miraculous; for a the-
3 wolf
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wolf fuckled us; and a wood-pecker fupplied
us with nourifhment, whilft we lay in a ne-
gletted and helplefs ftate by a river’s fide.
The trough 1s preferved that contained us,
and the 1infcription ftill eligible: thefe, per-
haps, may be difcovered by our unhappy
parents, when we are no more.”

Numitor was much affefted with this fpeech;
the young man’s appearance, and the {ubftance
of his narration, agreeing with the time his
daughter’s children were born, induced him to
hope they were her defcendanfs; to confirm
which, he had an interview with his daughter,
who was then in prifon. Fauftulus, the herdf-.
man, thought in this critical juntture of affairs,
any further delay would be dangerous, fo he
mrformed Romulus of his real birth, and re-
Holved to produce the trough, asa teftimony
of the real parentage of the young men.

Lady Mary.

You cannot imagine, my dear Mentoria,
how much I feel myfelf interefted in their
hiftory !

Mentoria.

Fauftulus was at length determined to carry
the trough to Numitor ; his apparent hafte and
anxiety, betrayed the importance of his er-

rand.
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rand. Unfortunately, one of the guards whe -
obferved his eagernefs, and was prefent when
the children were left on the fhore, and recol-
letting the trough and infcription, immediately
informed Amulius of his difcovery: who' be-
haved as perfons ufually do that are enraged,
and 1in fear of being detefted in a bad aftion.
He difpatched a meffenger to Numitor, to en-
quire 1f his daughter’s children were alive;
who finding Numitor inchned to acknow-
ledge the young men to be his grand-children,
advifed him to affert his right, and offered to
aflift him in fo arduous an undertaking. Things
were now brought to a crifis. Romulus ap-
pearing at the head of a numerous band of his
companions ; the citizens from the hate they
bore to the ufurper, readily revolted. Thus
by commdnding a powerful army, and Remus
previoudly having gained the populace over ta
his ‘caufe, Amulius was dethroned, and being
unable to make any refiftance or to efcape,
he was feized and put to death. The two
brothers were now in pofleflion of the king-
dom of Alba, but did not choofe to refide
there, without holding the reins of govern-
ment, which they could not do confiftent with
equity, as 1t was their grand-father’s inheri-
tance. After having refigned the kingdom to

Numitor,
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Numitor, and with filial piety difcharged their
duty to their mother, they formed a plan of
living together, and’determined to build a city
amongft the Hills, where they received their
education. In order to increale the number
of their fubjells, they caufed their territories
to be a refuge for all who had violated the
laws of their own country, and dreaded the
punifhment due to their crimes. Thefe con-
fiderations {oon placed our heroes at the head
of a numerous army. They now differed re-
fpetting the place where the city was to be
bult. Romulus wifhed it to be built where he
Lad made a fquare of houfes, which he called
Rome; but Remus thought the Aventine
 Mount a more eligible fituation: at length,
they agreed it fhould be determined by Augu-
ry, or the flight of birds. The divination
proved in favour of Romulus, as twelve vul-
tures appeared to him, whilft Remus faw but
half the number.

Lady Louifa.
How very foolilh it was to let the flight of
birds determine fuch an important affair.
Mentoria.
Your aftonifhment, my dear, will ceafe,

when you refleét, that the Pagans werc guide
H in
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in all their aftions, by means equally delufive:
fuch as the oracles, which were {entiments de-
fivered in fo myfterious and ingenious 2 man-

ner, as to bear any conftrution that fuited
their purpofe, or by the flight of birds, blood
of animals, &c. fome of which were thought
a good omen, and others portentous of fome
heavy calamity. There cannot poflibly be a
fironger argument, to prove that every crea-
ture is inclined to worfhip, and feek the aid ok
a fuperior power; as in thofe early times, when
the gofpel was not revealed, and the greateft
part of the world were totally ignorant of the
exiftence and power of the great Creator, they
fought redrefs from, and implored the aflift-
ance of, the fun, moon, ftars, birds, beafts,
and ftatues, to which they afcribed the power
of relieving their nece{fities. We muft now
return to Romulus, who, as {oon as he had
gained his point, began to put his plan in exe-
cution. Remus affefted to defpife his bro-
ther’s attempt to fortify the city, and, whilft
¢he foundation of the wall was digging, with a
degree of infolent contempt, leaped over the
ditch ; which enraged Romulus {fo much, it is
faid, he killed him on the {pot. Fauftulus, the

good old herdfman, was alfo flain in the {cuffle.
3 Romulus
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Romulus buried his brother, and old friend,
with great pomp and folemnity, and then pro-
ceeded to build the CityARLT

Lady Mary.

What an a& of cruelty it was in Romulus
to murder his brother for {o {light an offence,
which at moft deferved but a trifling reprimand !
I think he muft be very unhappy afterwards.

Mentoria.

I dare fay it gave him but little, or perhaps
no uneafinefs; as in thofe days it was not
thought fuch a heinous offence for any perfons
to take away either their own life, or that of
another, there being then no diftinétion be-
tween rathnefs and courage ; and fuch aéls of
violence and cruelty, were more frequently

applauded than condclnnedf

Lord Geo}'ge.

I want very much to hear how he went on
with the city.

Me;zz‘orz’a, _
Previous to laying the foundation,; he fent
to Tufcany for workmen to dire& the forms
and ceremonies due on fuch oceafions, They

H 2 : began



148 ON HISTORY.

began by digging a trench round the building
defigned for the court of juftice; into which
they threw the firft-fruits of all valuable produc-
tions both of art and nature. Each of them
alfo, took a fmall portion of the foil of the
country from whence they came, and caft 1t
in promifcuoudly. This trench was to form
the centre of the city, round which they were
to mark the diftance for the extent.

The founder, feated on a brazen plough-fhare,
yoked together a bull and a cow, and turned a
deep furrow round the bounds of the city. He
lifted up the plough, where he intended to
place the gates, {fo that they were a free paf-
fage for things myftical or profane; notwith-
ftanding every other part was held facred.
‘This city was began on the 21ft of Apnl. ¥
The anniverfary of this memorable event was
a high feftival amongft the Romans. The city
being complete, all who were able to bear arms,
were enrolled into companies, confifting of three
thoufand foot guards, and three hundred horfe,
which were called legions, as they were felett-
ed from the reft of the people. Healfo chofe
an hundred men of diftinguifhed abilities for
his counfellors, whom he called patricians, and

the

€ About 751 years before Chuift,
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the whole body the fenate. To mark the dif.
ferent ranks of life, he ftiled the fenate the pa-
trons, and the populace or plebeians clients.
The next point to be confidered was, the popu-
lation of the city, as without women it would
foon have been defolate. To effe& this pur-
pofle, he had recourfe to the following ftrata-
gem: he caufed it to be proclaimed, that the
altar of a god had been difcovered under
ground, and appointed a day for a folemn fa-
crifice and public games. Moft of the inha-
bitants, with their wives and daughters, came
from the neighbouring villages to the celebra-
tion of this feftival. Romulus was clad in pur-
ple, and feated in the midft of his nobles. It
was previoufly agreed to feize all the young
women, when Romulus gave the fign or
token, by rifing from his feat, and throwing his
robe over his body. As foon as he gave the
fignal, they drew their fwords, and, with a
loud fhout, feized the daughters of the Sa-
bines, to the number of about 683. The
Sabines were a numerous and warlike people,
refiding chiefly in fmall unfortified villages,
This injured nation fent ambaffadors to Ro-
‘mulus, to infit on their daughters being re-
floved ; and alfo to propofe forming an alliance

H g on
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on more equitable  terms. Romulus rejelled
this- propofition, though he wifhed to preferve
their friendfhip.

Lady Low/a.

My dear Mentoria, I fincerely pity the
Sabine women for being taken from their
friends: how hard I thould think it to be torn
from my parents! Was 1t not very cruel of
Romulus to feize them ?

Mentoria.

Nothing can be urged in his defence, ex-
cept the exigence of his fituation. There are
fome inftances, in which aéts of oppreflion are
theltered under the term of ftate-policy, and
ftand ekempt from reproach, on account of
the good effelts they produce.

Lord Geérge.
I am furprifed the Sabines did not refilt the

power of Romulus.

Mentoria.

We are now come to the part of the hifto-
ry, which informs us, Acron the king of the
Ceninenfians attacked this new {ettlement.

Romulus
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Romulus was not prepared to defend himfelf,
by any other means than fingle combat, in
which he came off vi€torious, he killed Acron,
routed his army, and took pofleflion of the
capital:  This event did not difcourage the
Sabines from profecutidy their intended war ;
accordingly they chofe Titus for their gene~
ral, who marched againft Rome. The citadel
was well fortified, and commanded by Tar~
peius, a man of great valour; his daughter,
Tarpeia, inftigated by love or avarice, betrayed
one of the gates to the Sabines; fhe claimed
as her reward, all they wore on their left arms,
which confilted of a golden bracelet and
buckler. This traitrefs met with the punifh-
ment her crime deferved ; for, as Tatius the
general of the Sabines threw his buckler at
her, the whole army following his example,
the was crufhed to death.

The battle was carried on a long time, with
great {laughter on both fides; but was inter-
rupted ‘by the interpofition of the Sabine wo-
men, who were fettled in Rome. Their fran-
tic cries, when they beheld the dead bodi¢s of
their hufbands and fathers, caufed a fcene of
general confufion.  The two armies fell back to
hear their complaints and expoftulations, which
were to this effe€t: ¢ What crimes have we

H 4 committed
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committed to deferve fuch repeated and un-
merited misfortunes. We were made wives
by compulfion, though duty has at length
induced us to love thofe whom at firft we
vegarded with horror and deteftation. Do
not, from the idea of redrefling the griev-
ances we¢ have fuftained, {feparate us from
our hufbands and children; and notwith-
ftanding you may have other motives for en-
gaging 1n this war, we hope, for our fakes,
you will ceafe hoftilities, 'We behold our
kindred every where, refign us therefore to
our hufbands and children, as the being fepa-
rated from them would be the worft capti-
vity we could experience !” e

Their entreaties had the defired effe&, and
produced a treaty of peace. This a& of hero-
ifm caufed an edift to be made in favour of
the Romen women, to exempt them from all
labour but {pinning. The Romans and Sabines
were to inhabit the city on equal terms. It
was agreed the city fhould be called Rome,
from Romulus; but the inhabitants Quurites,
from Cures, the capital of the Sabines. The
power of the two kings was to be equal.
This form of government continued in an un-
mterrupted flate of harmony for five years,
but was difturbed by the following circum-

«

ftance:
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ftance : the friends of Tatius happened to meet
fome ambafladors who were going to Rome,
whom they robbed and murdered. Romulus
was of opinion, this crime deferved immedi-
ate punifhment; but his- colleague oppofed
this meafure, as he feared the being deprived
of thofe men would weaken his power. The
relations  of the ambaffadors, fought an op-
portunity to be revenged on Tatius, and ef-
teted their purpofe by {eizing him at a village
near Rome, where, with Romulus, he was of-
fering a facnifice, and he fell a vi¢tim to their
refentment.

- The Veientes declared war againft Romulus,
by remanding the city of Fidenz, which he
had taken; but their army was defeated, and
a truce made of an hundred years. This was

the laft war in which Romulus engaged.

Loxd George. = v

The affairs of Romulus now {feem to beara
very favourable afpeft, as he appears to have
fubdued his enemies, and to be in pofleffion of
the kingdom without a rival.

Mentoria.
Thefe flattering views proved but of a very
{hort duration; and vanithed almoft as foon

Hys , @s
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as they appeared. Elated with his profperity,
he grew imperious and affluming. The com-
placency and condefcenfion which rendered
him fo amiable, were now obfcured by pride
and petulance. He clothed himfelf in a pur-
ple veflt, over which he wore a loofe robe with
a purple border; 'and received thofe whe
were admitted into his prefence, on a chair of
ftate, with every appendage of magnificence
and royalty. A

He was attended wherever he went, by fe-
veral litors or executioners, each bearing an
ax bound up with a bundle of rods, to denote
their power to punith. This condu& of Ro-
mulus met with univerfal difapprobation. The
fenators were more particularly his enemies,
on account of the little attention he paid to
their counfels. - In orderito revenge the infults
they {uftained, they formed a plan to feize
him, whilft he was holding an affembly in the
temple of Vulcan; which they effefted by
cutting him 1in pieces, and each taking away
-part of his body, they caufed it to be pro-
claimed, he was .carried up to heaven in‘a
whirlwind.  This account did not gain belief;
confequently the people were inclined to make
further enquiries refpeéting the death of their
king.

: Whilft
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Whilft this {edition was in it’s infancy, Ju-
lius Proculus, a man of unblemifhed charaéter,
folemnly depofed, that as he was travelling on
the road, he met Romulus arrayed in bright
armour; with a divine afpett; who thus ad-
dreffed him :

“ It has been ordained by the gods, O Pro-
culus, that I fhould return to heaven, from
whence I came, after having built a city, and
formed a fyftem of government, which will
be an example for future ages. Inform the
Romans, that, by the exercife of manly vir-
tues, they will attain the height of human
glory; and alfo that their king, transformed
into the god Quirinus, will grant all their
petitions. Fare ye well.”

Lady Mary.

Did the Romans believe this pretended

vifion ? '
Mentoria.

It gained univerfal belief; which is not to
be wondered at in fuch a fuperftitious age : they
alfo worfhipped him, as their tutelar Deity.
Thus did Romulus fall, in the fifty-fourth year
of his age, and thirty-eighth of his reign; a
ftriking inftance, how very few are proof againdk
the allurements of magnificence, and a feries

H 6 of
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of profperity. He was pun&gal in the per-
formance of all religious rites and ceremonies,
and generally carried the crooked rod in his
hand, ufed by magicians to mark out the hea-
vens. He alfo pretended to be deeply fkilled
in the occult {ciences. His wifdom was ma-
nifefled by the laws he inftituted, amongft
which he {pecified no punifhment for parri-
cide ; as he fuppofed, no human creature could
be {o abandoned as to commit it: nor was
there ever an inftance known, till fix hun-
dred years after. The unfavourable circum-
flances, which attended the final {cene of the
life of Romulus, were the natural confequence
of his arbitrary proceedings, and his unbound-
ed paffion for power and glory; defires, which,
if they are not reftrained by prudence and
humanity, are ever deftrutive in their con-
fequence. )
Lady Loui/a.

I am forry, dear Mentoria, this entertain-

ing Hiftory is finithed: I like it almoft as

well as the Fairy Tales.

Mentoria.

I am glad you are pleafed with it, my dear

Lady Louifa: you mult treat part of itasa
fable,
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fable, and only take the fa@s which are re-
cited, in a literal fenfe.

Lady .Mary.

Pray, my dear Mentoria, what, is parricide, I
fuppofe it is a very great crime.

Mentoria.

It is the moft heinous offence that can be
}:ommitted, as 1t confifts of the murder of a
father. Matricide is the term to exprefs the
murder of a mother; fatricide-of a brother;
regicide of a king ; homicide of a man; f{uicide
of one’s felf: hence it is the Jews are called
dezczda, becaufe they murdered Chnift, who
was the Son of God,

Lady Lowi/a.

What is the Tutelar Deity, my good Men-
toria ?

Mentoria.

The term tutelar fignifies a guardian or pro-
tettor. Minors who are under the direfion
of a guardian or tutor, are faid to be in a ftate
of tutelage; there are tutelar faints as well as
deities. St. George is ftiled the Saint of Eng-
land, St. Andrew of Scotland, St. Patrick of
Ireland, St. David of Wales, St. Denys of

France,
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France, St. Mark of Venice, befides many
others. Thefe were all perfons who difhn-
guifhed themfelves by fome heroic attions.
The countries which derived the advantage,
defirous of renderirg their memory immortal,
canonized them as faints; and appointed an
annual feftival to commemorate their heroes,
and celebrate them as the guardians and pro-
Teftar} of their gountry.
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‘On the Church-Service, with an
Explanation\of'the Parable of
Nathan and David,

OB e ST e

AL ST
Mentorza.
L ADIES, as Sunday is a'day, fet apart for
the worthip of God, I fhall prohibit all
trifling purfuits, and endeavour to employ your
time fuitable to fo laudable a purpofe:

Lady Mary.

I fhould be forry to a&t contrary to the ex-
prefs commands of God, which enjoin us to
‘keep holy the Sabbath-Day, and to abftain
from all kinds of work. But I wonder why

we
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we are forbidden to purfue our bufinefs on this
day; as I cannot fee any reafon 1t fhould be
offenfive to God, for us to do our duty by
working.
Mentoria. |
To give you a clear idea of the inflitution
of the Sabbath, it is neceflary to inform you
the divifion of time ufually called a weet, 1s
a type or fymﬁol of the creation of the world,
which is clearly explained in the fourth com-
mandment. * For in fix days the Lord made
heaven and earth, the fea, and all that in
them. is; and refted the {eventh day: where-
fore the Lord blefled the feventh day, and
hallowed it.” sy like manner, we perform
all that we have to do, in fix days, and reft
the feventh, in gggpubemerghgh of the mani-
fold bleflings we receive at the hand of God.
A ceffation frof labour is neceffary to effett
this great purpofe; as the avocations and pur-
fuits, in which the greateft part of the human
fpecies are employed, would not allow themn
fufficient time for ferious confideration, nor
permit them regularly to attend divine fer«
vice.
Lady Low/fa.
1 always thought, my good Mentoria, Sun-
day was a day of rejoicing; as every body
{feems
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feems happy and cheerful. For my own part,
I like it better than any day 1n the week, be-
caufe I get no tafk: yet you fay, if people
worked, it would not allow time for ferious
confideration. I cannot fee the reafon for
being ferious on a holiday.

Mentoria.

In this you are miftaken, my dear Lady
Louifa ; as the term holiday, like many-others,
is {trangely degenerated, and perverted from
the original intention. A moment’s refle€tion
will convince you of your error; as there re-
quires no other conviétion, but to divide the
word into /oly-day, which implies a day that
is to be kept facred. Cheerfulnefs is not pro-
hibited : thofe who confcientioufly difcharge
their duty, generally poffefs this quality 1in
the greateft degree: It is the natural confe-
quence of having atted agreeable to the rules of
right reafon; as the felf-approbation, which
arifes from the performance of religious rites,
infpires the mind with that temper and con-
duét, which alone deferve the name of Cheer-
fulnefs. 'Whillt, on the contrary, Levity
(which the weak and inconfiderate miftake for

firth) is incompatible with the duty we owe
to our Creator; as it obfcures the only refem-
blance
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blance we can poffibly bear to him, which
confifts in the full exertion of our reafon, and

mental faculties.

Lady Mary.

I am quite athamed, when I refle¢t how in-
attentive I have been on thefe occafions, which
I now find required ferious attention ; but am
refolved, nothing fhall induce me to commit
the fame fault in future.

Mentoria.

That is all which will be required of you.
The frailty of our nature fubjetts us to frequent
miftakes, which are only finful, when we do
not recover as faft as poffible from our errors,.
nor avoid the repetition of thofe, which either
our own experience, or the kind admonitions
of our friends, have pointed out to us.

Lady Low/a.

I am fure, my dear Mentoria, I {hall never
again be carelefs and inattentive at church;
but fhall regard my duty, and ferioufly liften
to the minifter, who performs the fervice.

Mentoria.
This attention, my dear Lady Louifa, 1s ab-

folutely neceflary. To convince you nothing
can
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can excule the neglet of it, I thall inform you,
the Church-Service is divided into two parts,
Jupplication and thank/giving. Supplication s
the requeft and humble petitions offered at the
Throne of Grace, for the continuation or in-
creafe of the comforts or conveniences of life ;
or to be relieved from any trouble, which op-
prefles us, fuch as ficknefs, or want. There
requires little to be faid, in order to convince
you, this part of the Service demands fervor
and humility, to make our petitions acceptable.
The abfurdity of a contrary conduét cannot
be more clearly evinced, than by fuppofing,
you withed to procure any temporal advantage, .
to effett which you obtained an audience of an
earthly potentate; it will not admit of a doubt,
but that, when you were conduéted into his
prefence, you would be infpired with a degree
of awe, which would prevent any unguarded
look or expreffion falling from you: neither,
when you begin to plead your caufe, would
you fuffer your drefs, orany external objett, to
divert your attention from the great end you
had in view. If this condu& is due to the
creature, how can we raife our ideas fufficiently
high, to perform acceptable fervice to the
Creator? Qur infinite obligations cannot be

! exceeded,

$
t
?
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exceeded, but by his mercy, which is extended
over all his works; for it 1s in Him alone, we
live, move, and have our being.

~ Lady Mary.

Iam {o thoroughly convinced of the necef-
fity of paying the greateft attention to every
thing. which 1s facred, that it will not only
influence my conduét in the public worfhip of
God, but alfo, for the future, make me more
devout when I fay my prayers in private. I
will not, my dear Mentoria, interrupt you
any longer; as I am impatient to hear your
definition of thank{giving.

Mentoria.

Thank/fgrving 15 the grateful fenfe we exprefs
for any favour or benefit received ; which is
teftified by acknowledging in the moft public
and folemn maunner, the obligations we owe to
_our benefattors. Thofe, which we receive at
the hand of God, bear no degree of comparifon,
with any that can be derived from a prince or
ruler of the earth: yet if any temporal advan-
tage requires our making a fuitable return to
the perfon who beftowed the gift, what tri-
bute can we pay to the Giver of all {piritual

gifts ?
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gifts? He requires no oblations, but what
fhould voluntarily preceed from a good heart ;
fuch as an uniform obedience to his holy laws,
and faith in his promifes. We fhould be zea-
lous in the difcharge of this part of our duty.
There requiresno other incitement to make us
fo, but a juft eftimate of the invaluable blef'%
fings of our creation, prefervation, and re-
demption; a due fenfe of which will infpire
us, to enter into his courts with joy, and fing
praifes unto his holy name.

Lady Mary.
My dear Mentoria, you have given me fuch
a clear idea of my religious duty, I cannot pof-
fibly ever negleét the performance of it. I
remember, you once promifed to explain fome
of the parables to me: if it be agreeable, I fhall
now attend to you with pleafure,

Mentoria.

To proceed in due order, I muft begin by
informing you of the nature of parables, and
why our blefled Saviour chofe this mode of
inftruétion, to enlighten the minds of his difs
ciples, in preference to any other. A para-
ble 1s a figurative compofition ; and when it is
not {poken by an infpired perfon, nor found

11
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in holy writ, 1t bears a near refemblance to
apologue or fable; as the conviétion both pro-
duee, arifes from the moral inferences drawn
from them: which by the indirett application
they make to the heart, have induced many
perfons of inflexible difpofitions, to yield evi-
dence againft themfelves. This undoubtedly
was the caufe of our Savieur’s delivering his
inftruttions 1n parables, as they not only en-
gaged the attention, but furmounted the ca-
vils and ohftinacy of the Jews; which could
have been effefted by no other means. If
he meant to convince a finner of the heinoufnefs
of his offence, and to lead him into the right
péth, by the light of the gofpel; he repre-
fented 1n fuch glaring colours, the particular
inflance in which he erred, that the deep fenfe
the offender had of his own guilt, obliged him
inftantly to forfake it, or he remained felf-
condemned. As there appeared nothing per-
fonal in the attack, he might at firft be enraged
againft the perpetrators of the very crimes he
was guilty of himfelf: a remarkable inftance
of which we find in David, when Nathan was
fent to reprove-him for killing Uriah, that he
might marry his wife Bathfheba.,

Lady
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Lady Louﬂz.
That is one of the ﬁories I am particu]arly

fond of : fo I hope, my dear Mentoria, you
will explain it firft,

Lady Mary.
Lady Louifa, I approve your choice fo
much, that, if you had not made the requeft,

1 thould have done it myfelf.

Mentoria.

I will comply with your requef, though it,
in fome meafure, obliges me to go 1n a different
track from what I intended; as I propofed fe-
letting one of our Saviour’s parables, as beft
fuited to inform you of the nature of his mi-
niftry. Notwithftanding which, that delivered
by the prophet Nathan (as he was an infpired
writer) deferves your praife and attention,

Lady Lou/a.
Pray, Mentoria, what is a Prophet 2

Mentoria.

A Prophet was a perfon of exemplary con-
duét and holinefs of life, infpired by God with
the wifldom and ability of foretelling events.

Lord
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Lord George.

Are there any Prophets now? I think I
know nobody, who can fay what will happen.

Mentoria.

It is not now neceflary there thould be any
Prophéts, as God by thofe, and other means,
has fo clearly revealed his will, that even the
moft ignorant do not fo much err from not
knowing their duty, as becaufe they have not
refolution to praflife it. In the early ages of the
world, and before Chriftianity was fo firmly
eftablifhed, prophecies and miracles were in-
difpenfably neceffary, to remove the errors of
the Pagans, and the obftinacy of the Jews. As
every circamftance they foretold, agreed in
unity of time and place, and came to pafls ex-
altly as they were prediéted ; there could be no
doubt of their divine origin, as fuch wonder-
ful thmfrs could not be effeted or produced by
any human means.

Lady Mary.
‘What are the Pagans, my good Mentoria ?

Mentoria.

The Pagans are thofe people, whom you
have perhaps heard or read of, by the name of
Heathens ;
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Heathens; who worfhipped 1idols, which con-
{ifted of men, birds, and beafts. I fhall fay but
little on this fubjett, as you will find it clearly
expreffed in the Pantheon.

Lord George.

I hope, my dear Mentoria, you will now
begin the Parable; as I am very fond of alle-
gorical writings.

Mentoria.

I fhall firft recite the Parable, explain each
particular branch of it, and then endeavour to
find how we can apply it to ourfelves.

Tae AR AR E,
““ And the Lord fent Nathan to David, and

‘he came and faid unto him, There were two
men in one city, the one rich, and the other
poor. The rich man had exceeding many
flocks and herds ; but the poor man had nothing
fave one little ewe-lamb, which he had bought
and nourifhed up ; and it grew together with
him, and with his children: it did eat of his
own meat, and drank of his own cup, and was
unto him as a daughter. And there came a
traveller unto the rich man, and he {pared to
take of his own flock, and of his own herd, to

I drefs
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'drefs for" the way-farmg man that was come
unto hlm ‘but took the poor man’s lamb, and
drefled it for the man. that was come unto him.
And David’s anger was greatly kindled againft
the man, and he faid to Nathan, As the Lord
liveth, the man that hath done this thing fhall
{urely die: and he fhall reftore the lamb four-
fold, becaufe he did this thing, and becaufe he
had no pity. And Nathan faid unto David,
Thou art the man.”

Lady  Louz/a.

It is fcarcely poflible to imagine, as David
svas fo much enraged againit the perfon, who
he thought had cormmtted fuch an a& of op-
preflion,” that he could ever have been guilty
of a fimilar offence.

Mentoria.

et it is evident he was, and with many cir-
cumftances, which aggravate, and make his
tran{greflion appear in a more heinous light,
than that defcribed by the prophet. We will
now confider the firft fentence of the Parable,
whlch ftrongly marks the different fpheres of
life in which David and Uriah atted. ¢ There
“‘were two men in one city ; the one rich, and

 the ‘other poor. David was the greatcﬂ: king
of
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of the Eaft, and Uriah comparatively poor; as
he was only one of the king’s officers. . The
rich man had many flocks and herds.” This
paflage alluded to the many wives that Dayid
had; asin thofe days, perfons of all conditions
of life were permitted to have as many as they
could maintain, , The great -number which
David had, do, -not jappear/.to have been im-
puted to him as a fault,-but confideredras a ne-
ceflary appendage to his royalty. . The difpro-
portion of their outward condition is beautifully
preferved  throughout = the whole metaphor,
and 1s emphatieally exp&ﬂﬂed n th.e‘fol_lowing _
words: ¢ Butthe pootr man had nothing, fave
one little 'ewe-lanib, which 'he; had bought and
nourifhcd up; and it grew up together with
him, and with his children : it did eat.of his
own meat, and drank ofjhis cup, and was unto
-him as @& daughter.”? . By this.we find, Urigh
had but.one wife ;, and by her being compared
to a’lamb, we are naturally led; to fuppole, fhe
was a woman of an amiable difpofition; and ex-
emplary conduét; as 'a lamb is an emblem of
innocence. We are alfo to imagine, from the
kind treatment (béftowed: on ~the -lamb, - that
Uriah was 'a  tender ' hufband, and ! afforded
Baththeba all the: comforts and conveniences
his fituation enabled him to procure, ‘We are

I 2o now
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now come to the paffage, which deflcribes a
traveller coming unto David, in thefe words:
« And there came a traveller unto the rich man,
and he fpared to take of his own flock, to drefs
for the way-faring man that was come unto
him; but took the poor man’s lamb, and drefled
it for the man ‘that was come unto him.”
Thefe allufions undoubtedly imply the inordi-
nate and unruly paflion, which induced David
to commit {uch an atrocious crime. The being
defcribed as a traveller, clearly indicates it took
him by furprife, and would remain his gueft
but a fhort time. Bhe entertainment he is
fuppoled to have provided for him, is flrongly
expreffed by the fparing his own herds, and
taking the poor man’s lamb; which was lite-
rally the negleéting his own wives, and fetting
his affeGtions on Bathfheba the wife of Uriah.
We are now to examine the final, and moft in-
terefting part of the ftory ; which 1s the
ftrongeft inftance that can poffibly be produced,
of the frailty of human nature. And Da-
~vid’s anger was greatly kindled againft the
man, and he faid to Nathan, As the Lord
liveth, the man that hath done this thing, fhall
{urely die; and he fhall reftore the lamb four-
fold, becaufe he did this thing, and becaufe
he had no pity,” When David pronounced

this
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tlits fentence, he little fufpeéted it contained
his own econdemnation. If he had formed the
flighteft fufpicion, that the offence bore any
fimilitude to his own condition, he would have
tfound fome favourable circumftance to extenti-
ate the fault, and, confequently, to mitigate the
punifhment, The accufation came in fuch an
oblique direétion, there was no poflibility of
his warding off the blow. The deteftation he
felt for the offender is clearly proved, by the
feverity of the fentence he inflifted ; as four-
fold reftitution in kind was all the law required.
Yet, in this inftance, Pavid thought it was
not fufficient atonement, and commanded the
culprit to die. The reafon he alleged was
this, “ Becaufe he haﬂ no pity.” Alas! where
were his compaflion and tender feclings flown,
when he broke through every obligation, mo-
ral and divine, in deftroying Uriah, that he
might rival him in the affeStions of his wife!
The truth was this; his paflions had induced
him to commit a crime, which in his calmer
hours, was wholly repugnant to his nature.
Whilft he was engaged in the purfuit of plea-
fure, and furrounded with objelts calculated
to promote his amufement, and filence the re-
proaches of his confcience; it is not wonder-
ful he had no leifure for ferious refletion. For

Jits this
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this ‘caufe was Nathan fent unto him, as he
only required a gentle admonition to reftore
him to the paths of duty, from which he had
ftrayed.

I thall now draw’ fome inferences {rom the
foHowirigf-WO'rd’s, in" whichh Nathan executed
his diviné miffion.t “/ 'And ‘Nathan faid unto
David, Thou art the man!”  How f{urprifed
muft David be, at fo fudden and unexpetied a
retort! The mdfgnatlon he - felt, for the op-
preflive conduét of the rich man, 'moft proba-
bly employed his thoughts fo erlnrely 1t-eflaced
the remembrance of the aét of cruelty, which
_he himfelf had committed. What remorfe
and compunétion ‘he muft fuffer, when the
‘prophet convitted him, by the teftimony of his
own feelihgs\; which were wrought upon by
no exaggerated circumftances; but only ex-
cited by the artlefs reprefentation of an arbi-
trary and violent proceedmd committed by a
_perfon in power, on one greatly his inferior,
who was entitled to his proteétion, and to
whom he looked for promotion, as a reward
for his faithful fervices.

’ 'Lady Mary.

1 admire this Parable exceedingly, my dear
Mentoria; though T cannot difcover how 1

can apply it to myfelf.
Mentoria.
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Mentoria.

Nothing can be more eafy, my dear Lady
Mary. The moral is briefly this, and may be
applied to every flate and condition of life. It
thews how blind we are to our own failings, and
how quick-fighted to thofe of others. It allo
inftruéts us, when we are pafling fentence,
never to infli€t a punithment difproportionate:
to the offence committed; or what, in the
fame fituation, we fhould think unreafonable
to undergo ourfelves.

T endy Moy

I now think the moral of this Parable very
applicable to Lady Louwifa and myfelf; and
fincerely hope, wetfhall both profit by the ex~

cellent leffon it contains.

Mentoria,

To inforce what I have already faid, I fhall
produce the following example, to convince
your Ladythip of it’s further importance and
ufe. If your fifter were guilty of any {light
offence, and you fuggefted to me the neceflity
of her being feverely punifhed ; might I not,
with great propriety, make a reply fimilar to
that, which Nathan addreffed to David? And
whilll you were expatiating with vehemence

14 on
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on the nature of Lady Louifa’s fault, I might
check and filence you entirely, by faying,
* Thou art the girl;” as moft probably fhe is
never guilty of any offence, which you have
not committed at fome time or other of your
life. Let me intreat each of you to grow wile,
by the example David has afforded you, nor
ever {ubjett yourfelves to fo mortifying a re-
pulle.



D 1A L .©:G:U EaVILE.
MONDAY.

On the Spartan: Form of Govern-
ment, and Syftem of Education,
with Moral Reflettions.

Lady Louwi/fa.
R AY dear Mentoria, did you not fome time
‘ ago promife to give us a fhort account
of the Spartan form of government, and plan
of Education? If it be agreeable, I with you
would make them the fubjett of your inftrutions-
this morning.
Mentoria,

My dear Lady Lotifa, I will readily comply
with your requeft; and hope you will find the
refearch infiru@tive and entertaining: Sparta,
or Lacedemon, was fituated in- Laconia; a

part of the Peloponnefus, now the Morea:

15 which,
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which, with many other parts of ancient Greece,
«1sin fubjettion to- the.Turks. Lycurgus, the
Legiflator of the Spartan Laws, governed the
Lacedemonians during the minority of his
Nephew. The excellent rules he eftablifhed
for their general conduét, and the attention
he paid to the inftruétion of their youth, have
rendered- his' memory  immortal, *To prevent
all difputes of precedency, he caufed the whole
country, and private property, to be a common
ftock, and divided into equal lots. It would
have been difficult to have effeéted this, if gold
and filver had not previoufly been rendered of
no intrinfic value, by making the current coin
ofiron. This ftratagem banifhed many crimes
from Sparta; as there was no temptation to rob
-another of thofe poffeflions which were too
cumberous to be concealed. Effeftually to pre-
vent any diftinétions in the ceconomy of private
families, Lycurgus eftablifhed public tables,
where no food was allowed, but fuch as the
law direfted; they ufually were divided into
different companies, confifting of about fifteen
in each clafs. A
Lord George.

Did the Spartans like thefe regulations? I
thould think it hard, if fuch were to take place
now, :

& Mentoria,
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Mentoria.

Thofe who had poffefled great riches, and
been accuftomed to live luxurioufly, were fo
enraged at the diminution of their privileges,
that they rebelled, and proceeded fo far, as to
pelt Lycurgus with flones: to efcape their
refentment; he endeavoured to. feek refuge: in
a temple; he outran- all his enemies, except
Alcander, whofe zeal tempted him to purfue
Lycurgus with fpeed and cruelty. As he was
turning his head to form an opinion of his
own f{afety, this young man beat out one of
his eyes with a flick. Lycurgus bore this un-
fortunate circumftance with the greateft forti-
tude : immediately ftopping thort, he fhewed
his face ftreaming with blood to the citizens,
who were ftruck with the moft poignant grief,
and delivered Alcander to Lycurgus to be
punifhed as he thought fit: he, inftead of in-
flicting one adequate to his offence, took him
into his houfe, and appointed him to the office
of waiting on him as a domeftic fervant. This
unmerited and unexpetted lenity, wrought {uch
a change in Alcander’s condu&t, he afterwards
became one of the moft diftinguifhed citizens of
Sparta; which proves the good effe&t of for-
giving an injury, rather than feeking means to
revenge it

16 Lady
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- Lady Mary.
I am very forry, my dear Mentoria, that Ly-
curgus met with fuch. an accident, as he was.
"o good a man..

Mentoria.

To perpetuate the memory of this unfortu- -
nate circumftance, the Lacede@monians never
after fuffered a perfon to enter their affemblies
with a ftaff in their hand.

Lady Loui/fa.
On what food did the Spartans chiefly lxve,,

my good Mentoria?

Mentoria.

The difh held in the higheft eftimation, was
2 kind of black broth: the old men who fat
by themfelves, lived ehtirely upon it, and left
the meat to the younger part of the fociety.

Dionyfius the Tyrant, partaking of one of
thefe repafts, complained of the infipidity of
the broth, “I am not: furprifed (faid the cook)
the fealoning is wanting.” What {eafloning ?
replied the Tyrant. *“ Hunger and thirft pre-
duced by exercile of various kinds (anfwered
the cook) are the ingredients with which we
relith our food.”

Lord
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Lord George.

Was it not very impertinent of a fervant to
fpeak in fuch a familiar manner to a king? I
fhould think it very extraordinary, if a cook
was to {peak fo to me, though I am not in

fuch an high ftation of life.

Mentoria.

Your Lordfhip muft remember, that the
Spartans had levelled all diftinétions 1in their
own commonwealth ; and confequently thought
themfelves freed from paying any great marks
of obedience and refpeét, to thofe invefted with
power. ;

Lady Mary.

Who was appointed to order what there
fhould be for dinner ?

Mentoria..

There was a fettled plan, which they invari«
bly purfued, as variety would have encouraged
the luxury they meant to abolith; for which
reafon their food was of the plaineft kind, that
they might not be tempted to eat more than
was abfolutely neceffary for the [upport of
nature. Each member of the Society, contri-
buted to the common ftock, and was obliged to

fend every month, five pounds of cheefe, 2
bulhel
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buthel of meal, eight gallons of wine, twe
pounds and an half of ﬁ’cP with a fmall funy of
money, to buy filh and meat. Whenever
they offered a facrifice, they prefented part of
the vittim to the common table; and fent a
portion of all the game they killed, to the pub-
ic ftock, for the good of the community.
Thofe who had been performing a facrifice, or
been employed in hunting, were permitted to-
fup in their own houfes; no other circum-
ftances exculing their appearance in public..

Lady Louifa.

That, I fuppofe, was no hardfhip ; as peo-
ple in general, like to fpend theix time in
company.

i Mentoria.

Yet a very different plan was purfued by
the Ancients; moderation and temperance,
were their prmcipal objeéts, and wifdom, the
ulimate end of their wifhes. The Spartans
fent their children to the public tables, as to
{feminaries of Iearmng, where they were to be
inflruted in political affairs; and acquire the
art of converfling with eafe and pleafantry.
They were early accuftomed to bear raillery,
and as their fatire was Véry pointed, it was

thonght unbecoming of a Spartan, not to be
able
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.able to receive aretort with compofure. They
exprefled their fentiments in few words, and
generally made their replies in Apophthegms,
or {mart fayings. Hence it s, that a concile
manner of expreflion. is called Laconic; as
Sparta was fituated in Laconia, from whence
the word Laconic is derived.

Lady Mary.
What other cuftoms had they, my dear Men-

toria ? :
Mentor:a.

-

It was a general rule amongft them, when-
‘ever a perfon entered a room, for the oldeft
member of the Society, to point to the door,
and fay, “ Not a word faid in this company,
muft go out there.” They alfo eletted their
aflociates in the following manner ; each of the
company took a pellet of bread, and threw it into
the pitcher, which a fervant carried on his head :
thofe who approved him, flung the ball in
without altering the fhape; whillt thofe who
withed to prevent his being chofen, {queezed
it flat; if there were but one of the flatted
pieces in the pitcher, the candidate was re-
jetted. Our mode of eleftion by ballot, is
nearly the fame ; which confifts of a number of
balls, fome black, and fome white, the ma-

jority
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jority of either, determining the choice or
exclufion.
Lord: Gaorge.
Lycurgus muft have been a very clever man-
to make fuch excellent laws:

Mentoria..

To prevent magnificence in their houfes,.
he ordained that their ceilings fhould only
be wrought by the axe, and’ their gates and’
doors fmoothed by the faw; prefuming- they.
would not then be fo abfurd to finith their
houfes in" an elegant tafte, as it would have-
appeared unfuitable: to- the reft of the dwel--
ling; e
Lady ZLouifa.

I hope, my dear Mentoria, you Hhave' not:
finifhed your account of the Spartans:.

Mentoria. -

As far only as relates to their form of Go--
vernment. 1 fhall now examine the diligent-
and early attention they paid to the formation:
of the mindsof their youth; from their infancy, .
till they arrived at years of maturity. - The
Spartan children were confidered as a-public
concern, from whom legiflators and heroes were

to fpring ; which is the only excufe that canbe
offered
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offered for the cruel law in force among them,
that, as foon as a child was born, the father
was obliged to carry it to a place called
Lelche, where a council was held to examine
the infant: if it appeared healthy and well-
proportioned, they allotted him one of the
fhares of land into which the country was di-
vided: but on the contrary, if it was deformed
or fickly, i1t was caft into a deep cavern,
called Apothete. It appearing to them, nei-
ther for the good of the child, nor intereft of
the community, to preferve a life that in all
probability would not be ferviceable to the com-
mon-wealth. The Spartan nurfes were held
i fuch high eftimation, that they were often pro-
cured for people in foreign countries, as with-
out {wathing the ‘children, they were ftraight,
and well fhaped. Their education was efteem-
ed a thing of too much confequence to be
trufted to the caprice of the parents: who
might, perhaps, have formed a plan, very dif-
ferent to that approved by the Spartan council,
To prevent which, when they were about fe-
ven years of age, they were ranked in differ-
ent claffes, and lived together, performing the
fame exercifes, and undergoing the fame dif-
cipline, and partaking of the fame recreations.
They acquired no {uperfluous learning; ‘as the

chief
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chief aim was to make them good fubjeéts, ter
be able to endure hardfhips, and fubdue their
enemies. They were accuftomed to go bare-
footed, with their heads fhaved, and almoft
naked; which inured them to the difficultics.
they were to undergo.  After they were
twelve years of age, they were not permitted
to wear a double garment. They f{lept on beds:
made of reeds, gathered by the river Eu-
rotas, and were obliged to break off the fharp
points with their fingers, as they were not
allowed any. weapons for that purpofe.. To.
render it warm in winter, they mixed fome
thiftle-down with the reeds, which was thought
a great indulgence.

 Lady Lou; /Zz. '

I am:very glad there are not fuch laws in
England, as I fhould not like to live as the
Spartans did. : i1
- Mentoria.

A man of diftinguifthed abilities, was chofer
to fuperintend the infiration of thofe youth;
befide wwhom, there was to every clafs, a Cap-
tain, or-what: they called, an Irens;, who was
generally about twenty years of age ; and whofe
office was to prelerve order and regularity.
Thofe who were entrufted to his care, were

entirely
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entirely fubfervient to his will, and waited on
him as fervants.  The younger ones he fent to
gather herbs, and employed thofe who were
capable of higher enterprifes, in ftealing wood, .
and various other articles. - They ufually ef-
feéted their purpofe, when perfons were alleep,
or their attention deeply engaged : and if they
failed in their attempt, or were caught in the
fatt, were feverely punifhed.

chy Lady Mary.
- 1 think it was very wrong to teach them to
feal; I dare fay, my dear Mentoria, you are
of my opinion.

Mentoria.

My déar Lady Mary, you muft never IoPe
fight of 'the plan of life, for which they were
intended. = As their laws were rather a political,
than a moral fyftem, this qualification might be
efteemed requifite in a Spartan, whole exift-
ence, in a great meafure, was to depend on the
rapine and plunder, authorifed 1n warlike ex-
peditions. - They poffeﬂ"ed an uncommon fhare
of fortitude ;' a remarkable inftance of which,
we find, in the famous flory of the Spartan
boy; who, being detetted in the theft of a
-young fox, concealed it under his coat, and

fuffered
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fuffered it to tear out his bowels, rather thas
make a difcovery of his guilt.

Lady Lowya.

I wonder he had fuch refolution, and am
furprifed he did not cry, when he felt it hurt
him.

Mentoria.

The fenfe of thame was {o early inflilled inte
their minds, 1t overcame all other confiderations,
The Spartans deferve the higheft commendation,
for the refpett and reverence they paid to age.
They thewed their elders every outward mark
of obedience, always rofe from their feat when
they entered, and gave place to them on all oc-
cafions : neither were they wholly confined to
the obfervance of forms and ceremonies, but
were equally attentive to the advice and admoni-
tions of their fuperiors ; by which means, their
conduét was proverbially wife and difcreet.

Lady Mary.

My dear Mentoria, ought we to copy the
Spartans in any of their cuftoms ?

Mentoria..
It would be impoffible to make them a model
for your future condu@; as the affairs of the
world
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world are now on a different footing. The
Golpel was not revealed to them; confe-
quently, their ideas of right and wrong, were
only determined by the law of nature, as they
had not the glorious example to imitate, which
is afforded us in our bleffed Saviour, and his
firlt difciples. Yet, notwithftanding you can-
not follow them in the general mode of their
pralice, purfue thofe particular branches which
{feem worthy of imitation ; fuch as the reve-
rence paid to age and wifdom ; their extreme
moderation and temperance in their repafts
and recreations ; as alfo the intenfe applica-
tion with which they purfued their ftudies.
In every age and country, the exertion of thefe
qualities, will produce the fame effet; and
render a Briton as famous now, as a Spartan
was feveral hundred years ago.

Lord George.

1 wifh, my good Mentoria, you would not
quite clofe your account of the Spartans.

Mentoria.

As I have not omitted any material circum-
{tance ; in the continuation of the fubjett, I {hall
be reduced to the neceflity of enlarging on what
I have already enumerated. I bave informed

- you,
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you, how lﬁghl’y ‘the ' Spartan « nurfes were
efteemed ;' it now ‘only remains for me té
_point out’ what g'a'i'ne'd them {uch reputatioﬁ‘
They took infinite pains to render the infants
healthy and robuft ; yet their excellence chief-

ly confifted in the attention they paid to' the
Formation of their difpofitions and ‘manmners.

Lady Low/fa.
‘What particalar methods did they make ufe
of, my dear Mentoria?

.+ Mentoria.

They-never indulged the children in fretful
and petulant inclinations; and paid no regard
to their-tears and idle fancies; which entirely
difcouraged the bad habits of caprice and dif-
content.

Lady Mary.

1 am furpnfed all nurfes do not a& the fame,
1 will advife my little ﬁﬁcr;s nurfe to treat” her
in this manner. *

Mentoria.

Without vanity, Lad}; Mary, I may venture

to affirm, I underftand the Spartan manners,
"better than an}/ nurfle : 1o, that with more pro-
“priety, T ‘{hallbe able to adopt this plan, in
the regulation of your condué, I fhould

think,
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think, I was afting a very weak, as well as a
very wicked part, if*I indulged all your defires ;
and fhould not difcharge my duty, without I
corretted your errors, and pointed out the
means to amend them,

Ladyv Lour/a,
‘What are they remarkable for befides ?

Mentoria.

To prevent the children being dainty, they -

fed them on very plain food; and accuftomed

them to eat all kinds of p1ouﬁon that they
might not have a partlculax diflike to any.

Lady Mary.

I ‘thould think it very*hard to be obhged to
eat what I did not hLe.

; Mentoria.

When a perfon has a natural and firong a-
verflion to any particular thing, 1t would be
cruel to oblige them to partake of it; infuch a
cafe I would not exert my authority : but if it
appeared to be the effett of prejudicé or caprice,
I would ufe the firongeft effort tol{furmount the
difficulty. I could produce many inftances
of children fancying they did not like differ-

ent
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ent parts of their food; which, when they
had been compelled, or prevailed on to tafte,
were extremely agreeable to them. This, like
moft bad habits, makes a rapid progrefs, if it
be not checked in it’s infancy; which proves
how judicious it was in the Spartans, to guard
againdt {fuch a growing evil.

Lady Lowi/a.
1 will never be dainty for the future, and
never leave any orts on my plate.

Mentoria.

The branch I am now going to confider, will,
1 hope, prove an ufeful leffon to youboth; as
it points at your great weaknels, namely,
Fear. The Spartans were fo undaunted in
theiy nature, they tramed up their children
without any fenfe of unneceffary apprehen-
fions; to effe€t which, they accuftomed them
to be alone, and in the dark, to prevent their
being timorous and cowardly.

Lady Lowi/a.
I wifh I could get the better of all my fears,
and be as ealy in the dark as I am in the Light.

Mentoria.
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Mentoria.

I can afcribe Fear but to two caufes, which
are thefe; the confcioufnefs of deferving pu-
nifhment, or the prejudices imbibed in infancy.
I impute your fears to the latter, which may
be overcome by the exertion of your own rea-
fon, and confidence in the affertions of your
beft friends. The errors which have been n-
ftilled into your minds, are fo palpable, they
are eafily confuted; as there requizes little to
be faid, to convince you, that ghofls, fairies,
and hobgoblins, are creatures of the 1magina-
tion, which have no exiftence but in weak and
unenlightened minds !

Lady Loug'/('a.'

Yet, my dear Mentoria, who can deny dark.
nefs being difagreeable ?

Mentoria.

It does not appear the leafl formidable to me.,
I have no fears or apprehenfions then, more
than at noon-day ; as1 confign rhyfélfwith truft
and confidence into the hands of my Creator, to
whom darknefs and light are both alike. Guilt
is the only darknefs which can diftuih our
peace; and Innocence the only light which
can difpel our Fears! To enforce what I have

K already



194 ON THE SPARTAN FORM

already faid, 1 will repeat a few lines I wrote
on this fubjett.

O N g e N

Avaunt, vain Fear, thou phantom of the mind,
Stranger to inward peace, to reafon blind !
Thou Ignis Fatuus which mifleads the {enfe;
Aganft thy inroads, where is the defence ?
The fhield of Faith, can beft defy thy {way;
Ward off thy blows, and thy fharp ftings allay.
Thou coward paffion, of ignoble birth,

Whofe utmoft limits are confin’d to earth;

In heav’n, Itruft, thy lawlefs pow’r will ceale,
Th’ abode of Angels, Harmony, and Peace.

Lady Lowa.

I know a phantom is an imaginary evil,
whi¢h haunts the {enfes, fuch as ghofls, fai-
ries, &c. but do not comprehend the meaning
of the words, Ignis Fatuus.

Mentoria.

They are derived from the Latin, and mean
falfe fire. Hence it is, the meteor, commonly
called, Will with a wifp, takes that name.

Lady Mary.

For what reafon, my dear Mentoria?
Mentoria.
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Mentoria.

Becaulfe, notwithftanding it is a vapour or
exhalation of the earth, it has a luminous ap-
pearance ; and often leads travellers out of the
right path, by their miftaking it for a light in
a cottage, or fome other dwelling.

Lady Mary.
But what refemblance can you poffibly find
between this phznomenon and Fear ?

Mentorza.

I fhall foon convince you of the likenefs, by
pointing out, that they are equally delufive,
and produce nearly the fame confequences.
The meteor carries thofe who are unfortunate
enough to be mifled by it’s influence, far from
the place of their deftination; whilft Fear
leads thofe who are under it’s dominion, into

the labyrinth of folly and fuperftition.

Lady Lowr/a.

But, my dear Mentoria, where is the fhicld
of faith, which defends us from Fear? I wilh
1 poffefled it.

Mentoria.

Virtues are often figuratively compared to

different parts of armour, to imply, that they
K¢ fortify
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fortify us againft the affaults we meet with in
our warfare upon earth. Faith 1s, for this
reafon, ftiled the fhield; as faith or confidence
in God, is the only defence which can {creen
us from the attacks of our enemies, or the
dread of an impending evil. Thus St. Paul
advifed his difciples to gird themfelves with
Truth, - and to have their feet fhod with the
Gofpel; but above all, to take the fhield of
Faith, which he exprefsly told them would be
able to quench the fiery darts of the wicked.
Righteoufnefs he compared to a breaft-plate,
Salvation to a helmet. The word of God he
alfo emphatically called, the Sword of the Spirit,
and the whole accoutrements, the Armour of
God, in which every Chrifian ought to be
clothed.
Lady Mary.

Pray, Mentoria, what is Superftition ?

Mentoria.

Superflition caufes Fear; and proceeds cither
from credulity, or the prejudices of education.
It is of various kinds : the errors of the Ro-
man Church are a principal branch ; as their
tenets are founded on a {fyftem of pretended
miracles and fupernatural events. There is
another fpecies of alefsfatal tendency ; name-

L ]y,
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ly, the belief of divination, faith in omens or
any myitical procefs, fuch as fortune-tellers
and conjurers. Thofe whofe minds are weak
enough to pay attention to fuch fallacious
guides, and have ftrong confidence in their
predittions, naturally grow timid, and dege-
nerate from their original purity.

Lady Lowya.
What will cure Superftition, and prevent it’g
having a ftrong influence on our minds?

Mentoria.

Good fenfe and fuperfition are irreconcile~
able enemies; when they enter into {ingle
combat, the former generally comes off vitto-
rious.

Hence, Superftition! bide thy daring head,
By weak diftruft, and human folly bred !
Subdu’d by fenfe, the vi€or of thy fate,

In chains thou fhalt appear to grace her ftate?

Lady Mary.
Are not ignorant people, my dear Mentoria,
generally the moft fuperftitious ?

K3 Mentoria.
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Mentoria.

Undoubtedly; becaufe Superﬁitioﬁ 15 the
natural confequence of ignorance. As the
fun difpels darknefs, fo does knowledge clear
the underftanding from the mifts of error and
delufion. Let me entreat you to avoid the fet-
ters of ignorance ; as the chains which confine
the mind, 1s the worft flavery a human crea-
ture can experience. Yet, unlike moft other
bonds, they may be broken by the ftrong
efforts of our reafon.

Oh, Ignorance! thou chaos of the mind!
Th’ eclipfe of reafon, to improvement blind.
Thou, like the owl, doft fhun the glorious light,
Enwrapp’d in darknefs, and the fhades of night.
All pow’rful {cience does difpel thy gloom ;
Makes thee expire, and reft within the tomb.
Erets a trophy o’er the mould’ring duft

Of higheft polith, cleans’d from fouleft ruft!

Lady Lowi/a.

My dear Mentoria, do you think I fhall foon
be able to make verfes on any fubje& ? I wifh
you would teach me.

Mentoria.
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- Mentoria.

I fhall be content, my dear Lady Louifa, if
you are able to exprels your {fentiments with
eale and elegance in Profe. This can only be
acquired by prattice. We all lifp before we
«can {peak, and walk before we can dance ; for
which reafon be not difcouraged, though your
produttions abound with ejrrors. Do not repeat
thefe you have already committed, and they
will every day decreafe. An opportunity now
offers for you to exert your fkill : as affeétion
will fuggeft to you, the neceflity of informing
Lady L—— of ‘the pleafing event which hap-
pened yefterday. Firft, form the fubftance of
your letter,-and then clothe it in as agreeable a
«drefs as poflible. I-would recommend to your
Ladyfhip to pay the {fame attention to the adorn-
Ing your fentiments, as you would beftow on
the decoration of your perfon. You mult be
guided in the latter by fafhion and the caprice
of the times: inthe former, by the immutable
and unchangeable rules of orthography and
good fenfe.

Lady Lowifa.
But what fhall I fay, my dear Mentoria ?

K 4 Mentoria.
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Mentoria.

You would not afk me that queftion, if fhe
came to pay you a vifit: imagine yourfelf en-
gaged 1n converfation with her, -and you will
not then be at a lofs. Epiftolary correfpon-
dence 1s nothing more than an exchange of
fentiments, which ought to be delivered with
as much eafe and freedom, as is ufually autho-
rized in common difcourfe, with onl'y this di-
itinétion, that we thould pay rather more atten-
tion to our manner of expreflion ; and be par-
ticularly careful to avoid tautology, or the re-
petition of words; becaufe our, errors appear
more palpable, when they are recorded, and
may yield evidence againft us.. Diveft your-
felf of unneceffary fears, and cheer yourfelf
with the pleafing refleétion, that your beft en-
deavours (even if the performance is imper-
fect) will be accepted, and entitle you to ap-
plaufe.
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On the Sciences; with a general
Exhortation to acquire Know-

ledge.

Mentoria.
ADY Mary, you once requefted me to
inform you of the nature of the Sciences,
which I then dechned; if your curiofity is not
abated by delay, we will now examine them
with the attention they deferve.

Lady Mary.
My defire to be acquainted with their differ-
ent qualities, is now as ftrong as when 1 made

the requeft. Are there not_fuven Sciences,
my dear Mentoria ?

K 5 fvf;nto}’z'zz.
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Mentoria.

Yes, -rmy dear. I fhall confider them in re-
gular order; and confequently begin with
Grammar, on which the principles of every

language depend.

Lady Loui/a.

My dear Mentoria, you need not fay much
about Grammar, as we underftand it very well.
I could anfwer you any queftions you chufe to
afk me.

Mentoria.

To put it to the proof, what is a Noun ¢

Lady Low/a.

Are not the words man, houfe, joy, forrow,
all Nouns ?

i Mentoria.

You are perfeltly right, my dear Lady
Louifa, but let me hear your reafons for fup-
poling them fo.

Lady Loui/a.

Becaule, by prefixing an article they make
{enfe.
v Mentoria.

They are allo of two kinds, the noun fub-
flantive, and the noun adjeive. Let me hear

you explain them, my dear Lady Mary.
Lady
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Lady Mary.

A npoun fubftantive 1s the name of a thing
without any reference to it’s peculiar qualities ;
Example—The man; but a noun adjettive de-
notes the properties of the objelt it exprefles,
as, in the following inftances: a good man, a
large houle, in which it plainly appears the
words good and large are the adjettives.

Mentoria. ;
\ My dear Lady Mary, it gives me infinite
pleafure to find you fuch a good grammariar.
In order more fully to explain the rudiments
of this ufeful {cience, I fhall inform you they
‘principally confift of the different moods and
tenfes, which may be'divided into the following
clafles: the paft, the prefent, and the future,

denoting our powers of aétion.

Lady Lowifa.’

I with you would explain them £ny dear

Mentoria. ‘
Mentoria.

I {hall begin by informing you the word
tenfe fignifies the time in which we {peak or
att; and the mood implies the manner. The
indicative mood affirms, or is pofitive. Ex-
ample—*“ } am, thou art, he is, &c.” :

K 6 Lady
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Lady Mary.

I hope you will produce fome more ine

flances. '
Mentorza,

There are many of the moods and tenfes o
plain, you cannot miftake their meaning. I
will endeavour te enumerate thofe which I
think require fome explanation: The potential
mood denotes power. Example—* As I may,
can, or could walk.” The imperative mood
implies authority, or command: for inftance,
* have thou, let him have, let us be, &c.” The
optative mood clearly indicates a with to ob-
tain, which 1s as follows: “ That I'may have,
that thou mayeft have, that he may have.”
The infinitive, which is the laft'of the moods,
prefuppofes, and requires a verb, or part of a
phrafe to precede it, in orderto make the fenfe
complete. Example—* I defire to read :” the
infinitive “toread,” would not be fenfe without
the word' defire. I'fhall fay 'no ‘more on this
fubje&t, as you acquire this ufeful knowledge
in the common courfe of your leflons, and al-
ready know the ufe of the different parts of
fpeech, which confit of the noun, article,
pronoun, adjettive, verb, participle, adverb, pre=
pofition, “conjunclion, and wunterjellion. 1 fhall
now, therefore, proceed to explain the other
fciences,

Lady
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| Lady Mary.
“Which is the next you mean to difcourfe
upon.

~

Mentorza. |
Logre, or the art of reafonin—g, 1s an ab-
ftrufe ftudy, but of infinite ufe to divinés and
fawyers ; as 1t enables them to explain mj?‘ﬁeri.
ous fubjelts, and recohcile {feeming abfurdities.

5 Lord George.

That muft be a difficult tafk, how can they
poflibly do 1t ?

Mentoria.

In tracing confequences to the caufe which
produces them, however remote and imper-
ceptible to common obfervers; by which
means they refute errors, and convince the
unbelieving.

Lady Mary.

This {cience muft be of great ufe, my dear

Mentoria !
Mentoria.
Yes, my dear, particularly in all theological

or divine writings, learned arguments, and deep
refearches.

Lady Lowya.
What is the next {cience, my dear Men-
toria?

Mentoria.
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Mentoria.
Rhetoric, or the art of eloquence or per-
{uafion.
Lord George.

Are Logic and Rhetoric, alike in any re-
{pelts ?

Mentoria.

Not in the leaft. Logic inveftigates the
truth by axioms, or felf-evident principles ;
but Rhetoric by a fair aflemblage of words,
and well-tuned periods, often caufes us to view
circumilances through a falfe medium, and
confequently induces us to applaud what we
ought to condemn. The powers of eloquence
and flowers of rhetoric are irrefiftible; and
when they procéed from a good heart, and
are exerted in a good caufe, are highly deferv-
g of our praife and admiration. This quali-
ty 1s indifpenfably neceffary, for all public
fpeakers,” but more particularly fo to lawyers, as
the fuccels of the caufe they undertake to
plead, frequently depends on nice diftin&ions,
intricate points of law, and the narration of
fa&‘s,‘ which require the graces of fpeech, and
delicate firokes of elocution.

Lady Louifa.
How does Rhetoric make people eloquent ?
Mentoria.
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Mentoria.

By enabling them to exprefs their {entiments
according to the rules of art; and to adorn
them with the figures of fpeech called fropes,
metaphors, allegores, hyperboles, that are nothing
more than mental ornaments, on which the in-
ternal beauty depends, as much as the external
does on drefs and exterior decorations. As
they neither of them produce an happy effett, if
they are not properly difpofed, the one fhould
be blended with truth, the other with {implicity
and nature, I fhall now explain the extenfive
and ufeful {cience of Arithmetic.

Lady Mary.
We learn that of our writing-mafter, and
therefore know what it means.

Mentoria.

What he teaches you is a part of Simple
Arithmetic. This {cience comprehends the
ufe and properties of figures, and confequently
is part of the Mathematics. The four firit rules,
namely, addition, fubtrallion, multiplication, and
diurfion, are very neceflary parts of your educa-
tion. If you are defeftive in thefe points, you
would not be qualified to regulate your affairs,
when you come to years of maturity.

Lady
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La,dy Lowi /2.

You fay we ‘are taught Simple Arithmetic,
what other fort is there, my goed Mentoria ?

Mentoria.

The more abftrufe part of the {cience is
called Algebra, in which letters are ufed inftead
of figures, to folve the problems, and afcertain

the produét, which is of great importance to
Mathematicians.

Lady Mary.

- What are the other fciences, my dear Men-
toria ?

Mentoria.

The next that will engage our attention is
Geometry, which 1s alfo a princ‘ipal' branch of
the Mathematics, and includes whatever is
capable of menfuration. Geometrical. pro-
blems are very entertaining, they teach rules of
proportions, and the ufe of various figures,.
fuch as circles, ovals, angles, triangles, qua-
drangles or {quares, oftagons, heptagons, hexa-
gons;, pentagons, parallel lines, cubes, &c..

Lady Lovifa..

What are the meaning of thefe words, and
from whence are they derived ?

Mentoria,






F_£de6’, s : 10 jace page 209 -
|
O Sragon. Acute Angle. Circle.

S em%f\ Aarele. Obtufe_Ang‘le.

e




ON THE SCIENCES. 209

Mentoria.

From the Latin and Greek. The word
Circle fignifies round, and is derived from cir-
cus, a ring; Oval, from ovum, an egg, as it
bears that form; Angle, from angulus,a corner,
as 1t implies the meeting of two lines; Triangle,
from ¢res, three, and angulus, a corner, as it has
three fides ; and confequently Quadrangle from
quatuor and angulus, as it has four fides,
Thele are all derived from the Latin,

Lady Mary.

The others take their different denvauons
from the Greek,

Mentoria.

Yes, my dear Lady Mary; the word Odagon
means eight fides: T believe -the Heptagon has
the {ame etymology, which has feven fides ;
Hexagon, which has fix; and Pentagon, which
has five. Parallel is taken from the Greek,
and means even with each other, yet cannot
meet : hence it is, parallel lines imply being at
an equal diftance. The word Cube or Square
is alfo derived from the Greek, and fignifies a
die, which is the fingular of dice, as it is the
fame length, widtk, and depth, and on every
fide forms an' exatt fquare. I have drawn a
fketch of thefe dlﬁLlU}t figures, which, I hope,

will
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will be of future fervice to you, exemplified
in Plate II.
Lady Loui/a.
I fhould like to learn Geometry ; it feems very
entertaining.

Mentoria.

It is not a part of female education ; neither
tan you form a proper judgment from the
tketch T have given, any more than you would
be enabled to underftand a language by only
feeing the alphabet. I fhall now take a curfory
or {light view of Aftronomy, which teaches the
fitnation or motion of the heavenly bodies.
This fcience, from the clofe conne&ion it has
with Geography, may properly be called it’s
counter-part. ‘

Lady Mary.
- What are the Heavenly Bodies, my dear
Mentoria ?
_ Mentoria. ‘

The Sun, Ranets, Conftellations, &c. The
“orb of light, called the. Sux, is fixed in the
midft of the univerfe, and is fuppofed to per-
form a revolution on it’s own axis from weft to
eaft, once in twenty-five days; it always
fhines with the fame luftre, and gives light and

heat to the whole planctary {yftem.
Lady
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Lady Loui/a.
What are Planets, my dear Madam ?

Mentoria.

They move round the Sun, in a conftant
and regular courfe. Mercury, which is the
leaft of the primary planets, isnext to the Sun,
at the diftance of about thirty-two millions of
miles, and is computed to be two thoufand
four hundred and fixty miles in diameter, and
performs it’s revolution round the Sun in
eighty-eight days. The planet Venus, is next
to Mercury, and is fuppofed to be about the
fize of the Earth, which is computed to be
feven thoufand nine hundred and fixty miles in
diameter, and fhe performs her courfe in the
fpace of two hundred twenty-four days and an
half, at the diftance of fifty-nine millions of
miles from the fun. Thefe are ftiled the in-
ferior planets, becaufe their procefs is between
the ‘earth and fun.

Lady Mary.
I remember, my dear Mentoria, in your ac-

count of Geography, you informed us the
Eaqrtly was a planet, and moved round the fun.

Mentoria.



212 ON THE SCIENCES,

_ Mentoria. :
You are perfe@tly right, my deas Lady Mary, -
The Earth is diftant from the Sun about eighty-
one millions of miles, is rather more than feven
thoufand nine hundred and fixty miles in dia-
meter, and performs it’s revolutions round the
Sun in §65 days, which conflitutes our folar
year. The Moon is confidered as a fecondary
planet, and is ever attendant on the Earth, at
the diftance of two hiindred and forty thoufand
miles.. She is computed to be fifty times lefs
than the Earth, and performs her courfe round
it in the fpace of a month.

Lady Lowz/a.
We can perceive her procefs by the light the

affords us at fome times, which at others is hid-
den from us.

Mentoria.

We muft now confider the fuperior planets,
which are {o named, becaule they are either
above, or encompafs that of the Earth. The
firk 1s Mars: it’s diameter is about four thou-
fand four hundred miles, and it’s diftance from
the fun about one hundred and twenty-three
millions. It’s revolution round the Sun is per-
formed in two years, wanting forty-three days.

Next
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Next to Mars is Fupiter, which is the largeft of
all the planets. It’s diameter is rather above
eighty-one thoufand miles, and is diftant from
the Sun about four hundred millions. It per-
forms it’s courfe round the Sun in twelve years,
excepting about fifty days; and is fuppofed to
revolve on it’s own axis in the fhort {pace of
ten hours.. This planet is conftantly attended
by four moons, ufually called Sazellites, which
appear in a direét line with this great orb.
Next, and laftly, we find the planet Saturn :
it’s diameter is computed to be about fixty-eight
thoufand miles, and it’s diftance from the Sun
feven hundred and {eventy-feven millions of
miles, and performs it’s revolution round the
Sun in the fpace of twenty-nine years and an
half. It 1s attended by five moons, and a ring
of great magnitude, which has a luminous ap-
pearance. The diftances and diameters of the
planets, which I have juft recited, have been
demonttrated by fome of the beft aftronomers :
but if the obfervations on the tranfit of Venus
may be depended on, it requires one-fixth part
of each number to be added to the number
itfelf, in order to afcertain the real dimenfions
of 2all the planets, except the Earth. Thefe
ecleflial luminaries are in themfelves dark or

' opaque
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opaque bOdlCS and tranfmit to us the light of
the Sun by refle€tion.

Lord George.

I am impatient to hear what Conflellations
: I fuppofe they are ftars, my dear Men-

toria ?

Mentoria.
They are fixed flars, becaufe they always

preferve the fame diftances, and are fituated
in that part of the Heavens called the Zodiac,
which 1s the {pace where the {fun and planets
perform their refpettive revolutions. The
principal Conftellations are the Signs of the
zodiac, which are—Arzes the ram, Tawrus
the bull, Gemnz the twins, Cancer the crab,
Leo the lion, Virgo the virgin, Libra the
fcales, Scorpro the fcorpion, Sagittarius the
archer; Capricornus the goat, Aquarius the
water-bearer, and Pi/ces the fihes. There are,
befides thefe, fifty-feven Conftellations, twenty-
nine fituated on the north, and twenty-eight
on the fouth fide of the zodiac. The fixed
ftars do not fhine by refle€tion, but by native
light, which 1s defigned to cheer the utmoft
bounds of the creation,

Lady
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- Lady Loui/a.

Have not 1 heard of Comets, my good Men-
toria? Are they not fomething very wonderful
in the Heavens ?

Mentorza.

They are blazing ftars, which but rarely ap-
pear, becaufe their revolutions round the fun,
are exceedingly eccentric, and performed at
fuch an 1mmenfe diftance from it, that they take
a large {pace of time to complete their courfe,
notwithftanding their progrefs is very rapid.

Lady Mary.

My dear Mentoria, you have not yet

mentioned the great number of ftars which

{fpangle the heavens, how many do you think
there may be?

Mentoria,

They are ranked in different clafles accord-
ing to their refpettive magnitude; and in
Flamftead’s catalogue they are computed to be
in number about three thoufand and one, not-
witaftanding which, there is great reafon to
think there are an infinitude, which elude the
keeneft fearch, and exceed the boundsof hu-
‘man.difcovery or comprehenfion.

Lady
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Lady Loui/a.
I wonder how big the Sun is?

Mentoria.

It is computed to be about eight hundred
thoufand miles in diameter, my dear Lady

Louifa.
, Lady Mary.
What 1s Diameter, my dear Mentoria ?
Mentoria.
It implies to go through the middle or

centre of any thing, in a direét line, either
from top to bottom, or from fide to fide. .

Lady Louz/a.
It 1s the fame as Gircumference, 1 fuppole.
Mentoria.

Not in the leaft, as Circumference means to
go entirely round an objeét, and Diameter
acrofs it, which makes a very eflential differ-
ence in the dimenfions. It may be ufeful to
inform you, that Magnitude means fize or
bignels; Plenitude fulnefs; and Alttude the
height of any thing. :

Lady Mary.

How much lefs is the earth than the fun?
Mentoria.
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Mentoria.

You may eafily calculate, when you recol-
le€t the earth is about feven thoufand nine
hundred and {ixty miles in diameter, and the {un
eight hundred thoufand miles. You muft alfo
remember, the planet we inhabit, is computed
to be eighty-one millions of miles diftant from
the fun.

Lord George.

I am aftonifhed, at o very great a diftance,
that we can perceive it’s hght or feel the power
of 1t’s rays !

Mentoria.

Not*.v'ithftanding we are {o far from it, the
inhabitants of that part of the earth which is
fituated under the meridian of the fun, can
{carcely endure the heat, which would be in-
{upportable if they: were placed but a few de-
grees nearer to it. In this, as in every other

part of the creation, the wifdom of God is.

manifefted, *“ The heavens declare his glory,
and the firmament theweth his handy work !”

Lady Lowi/fa.

I imagine Aftronomy is a very ufeful fcience
to whom is it particularly fo ?

L Mentorza.

e
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Mentoria.

To mariners, philofophers, and mathema-
ticians. It is alfo neceffary for perfons of
education, to pay fome attention to this ftudy,
as it enlarges the ideas, and enables them to
form a juft cohception of the Deity. The
contemplation of the heavens, infpires a
rational mind with wonder and admiration,
which naturally produce gratitude and adora-
tion, the only acceptable offerings to the bene-
ficent author of thefe ineftimable bleflings !

Lady Mary.
Is not Muyfic the next and the laft {cience,
you intend to explain, my dear Mentoria ?

Mentoria.

Yes, my dear Lady Mary, yet I fear it will
not be in my power to give you a clear idea
of Mufic, as a perfon ought to be an adept, or
deeply fkilled 1in the art to attempt an explana-
tion of this pleafing fcience, which compre-
hends the power of harmony, and may be
divided into two parts, vocal and inflrumental.
The excellence of the compofition, depends
on the proper arrangements of different notes,
fome of which from their refpeélive qualities,
are called flats, and others fharps, which pro-

duce
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duce variation of found, and conflitute na-
tive, as well as artificial mufic. The common
{cale of mufic, which confifts of various cha-
~tatters to exprels the different notes, is
called the Gamut. No perfon can excel in
this art, without a good ear; as the obferva-
tion of time, and diftinétion of found, are
necelflary for every performer, without which
they would produce difcord inftead of har-
mony. One of the chief principles of Mulfic,
depends on what is called Concord (which
fignifies agreement) if this were not attended
to, 1t would be impoffible to play in concert,
every perfon having the fame notes, notwith-
ftanding different parts are allotted to each;
confequently the flighteft omiffion or encroach-
ment would caufe confufion, and fpoil the
whole effeét.
Lady Mary.

I love Mulfic very much, yet I fear fhall
never excel.

Mentoria.

My dear Lady Mary, the force of genius is
very powerful, and generally produces in
cvery art, a greater degree of perfetion, than
can be acquired by any other means. Thofe
who are defetive in this point, muft have re-
courfe to the affifftance of art, which, by the

L2 aid



220 ON THE SCIENCES.

aid of induftry and perfeverance, proves a
good fubftitute for genius. A tafte for Mulic,
like a tafte for moft other things, in many
perfons is not natural, but acquired. We are
guided in moft of our purfuits, by the advice
or example of our companions; if they are
ftudious, mufical, oringenious, it excites emu-
lation 1n us, to engage in the fame courfe, and
purfue the fame plan. It 1s reported of the
chamelion, that he takes the colour of the ob-
jett which 1s neareft to him, and confequently
appears of various hues. We partake more
of his nature, than at firft fight we are apt to
imagine, and are firongly tinftured with either*
the good or bad qualities of thofe with whom
we aflocate.
Aady Louy/a.

I wifh my dear Mentoria, I underfiood all

the {ciences, how wife and clever fhould I be!

)Mazforz'a.

My dear Lady Mary, knowledge like power,
beyond a certain degree, fubjeéts thofe who
poffefs it, to many temptations and inconveni-
ences, There requires great fortitude to be
proof againft the fhouts of applaufe beftow-
ed on merit, and the refpett and obedience
which is paid to grandeur. There are very

few
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few who would not turn giddy, if they wera
tranfported to the fummit of a high mountain,
and could {carcely difcern tlie valley beneath,
In like manner thofe, who by birth or zbilities,
are exalted above the common clals, are too
apt to make no other ufe of their pre-emi-
nence, than to look down with difdain on their
miferiors.  Wifdom and power can never be
deemed bleflings, unlefs, like the fun, the for-
mer enlightens that part of the creation which
1s 1n ignorance or darknefs, and the latter
cheers and enlivens thofe who are chilled by
the blafts of poverty and oppreffion!

Lady Mary.

Should we not with to be praifed, my dear
Mentoria, when we excel in any thing?

Mentoria.

The love of praife is not only pardonable,
but commendable, as far as it proves an en-
citement to act {o as to deferve it. It is only
blameable when we make it the motive of our
attions, and receive more pleafure from the
applaufe beftowed on a good attion, than we
did from the f{ilent teftimony of the heart
when we performed it : feek not the approba-
tion of men, but of God, and be affured your

L g Father,

(93
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Father, who feeth in fecret, will reward you
openly.
G Lady Lowifa.

1 think, if I underftood all the things you do,
my good Mentoria, I {hould like to fThew my
knowledge, and talk. of them in company. I
am furprifed that you do not.

Mentoria.

If 1 did, it would make me ridiculous;
“knowledge ought not wholly to be concealed;
yet, like beauty, it appears moft amiable,
‘when it is feen through the- veil of diffidence
and modefty. If you excelled in any art or
{cience, you fhould not make it the fubjeét of
your difcourfe, or in common converfation
exprefs your fentiments in the terms of art be-
longing te it; as 1t would make you appear pe-
dantic and oftentatious. I once wasacquainted
with a gentleman, who was a great mathema-
* tician, whenever I was in company with
him, he always ufed the fame expreflions,
which differed very little from geometrical pro-
blems. When he was afked if he chofe cream
in his tea, this was his conftant anfwer: ¢ Yes,
Ma’am, becaufe the globular partieles of the
cream, render the acute angles of the tea
more obtufe.” This reply might be tole-
rably well received for the firft time, but from
the
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the repetition, and Being often 1ill-timed, dif-
gufted. A mere profeflional charatter is al-
ways difagreeable. If 1 were perpetually talk-
iug to you of the declenfion of nouns, or the
idioms of the French language, would you not
think me a very tirefome companion? How
grave you would look, 1f I infifted before you
eat a cake, of your informing me whether it
was of an oftagon or pentagon form. There
are many times I would entirely diveft myfelf
of the inftrutor, to partake of your recrea-
tions, and be confidered in no other light than
‘your friend !
Lord George.
What did the gentleman mean by the g/o-

bular particles of the cream, rendering the
~acute angles of the tea more obtufe ?

Mentoria.

It is a generally received opinion, that all fofe
liquors, fuch as oil, or cream, are compofed
of round, or globular particles, which caule
that fmoothnefs in their tafte ; whilft, on the
contrary, acids, fuch as vinegar or cyder, confift
of acute or fharp particles, which make them
irritate the palate: hence he fuppofed the rich-
nefs of the cream, would render the roughnefs
of the tea more obtufe, which means blunt.

L 4 Lady
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Lady Mary.

I hope my good Madam, you are not going
to take leave of us for this morning!

Mentoria.

It gives me infinite pleafure, my dear Lady
Mary, to find you fo attentive to my inftruc-
tions; and as Lady Louifa and Loerd George
are equally fo, I muft beftow the fame commen-
dations on them. To excite in your minds a
defire to attain all poffible perfettion in know-
ledge and wvirtue, I fhall {fubjoin an exhorta-
tion to this laudable purpofe, which I fent
fome time ago to an amiable youth at Eton,
entreating him to profecute his ftudies with,
affiduity and attention.

Go on, dear youth, deep learning’s path purfue,
And keep her golden treafures {till in view:
Search with attention, for the {hining ore. |
It’s latent qualities with care explore.

Learn all their different properties and ufe,
And gain the depth of fubjetts moft abftrufe.
Fair {cience 1s the clue by which we find
Th’ intricate lab’rinth of the human mind.
Perufe great nature’s book, and her wife laws,
And in each page trace the creative caufe :
This will expand and animate thy hopes,
When {yftems fail, or bigh exalied tropes !
With
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With caution fix, and choofe the better part,
Ever maintain 1utegrity of heart :

Let {ympathetic feelings urge thee ftrong,
To aéts of kindnefs, never in the wrong.

Be this the ftruéture of thy future plan,

And dedicate to God, the temple—Man !

Lady Lou/a.

But thefe lines my dear Mentoria, can only
be a leffon to Lord George, as you wrote them
to a young gentleman !

Mentoria.

They are (if I may be allowed the expref-
fion) eprcene inftruétions, and in their tendency
of general ufe to both fexes. I earneltly en-
treat you to regulate your conduét by the plan
~ therein propoled. Think learning to be the beft
riches yon can acquire, and the works of nature
the beft leffTon you can ftudy. Feel for the dif-
trefles of others, and be ever inclined to re-
drefs their grievances. Be guided 1n all your
altions by the diétates of con{cience, and the
precepts of your holy religion. Dedicate your
whole life to the fervice of God, which will
entitle you to receive the reward promifed to
his faithful fervants, namely, eternal life and
happinefs !

Lj
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On the relative Duties of Life,
with a general Exhortation to
Virtue.

Lady Mary.
P iY dear Mentoria, I hope your difcourfe

this morning will be on an entertaining‘

fubjett.

Mentoria.

I wifh it to engage your attention, as from
it’s great importance it will require your {erious
confideration. §ome days ago, ¢ pointed out
to you your religious duties, or thofe you owe
to your Creator. It now remains for me to

L6 enumerate
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enumerate the moral and relative Duties, which
all perfons are bound to difcharge to their
fellow-creatures.

Lady Low 1/a.
\Vhy are they called relative Duties?

Mentoria.

Becaufe they comprechend the different
claffes and degrees of duty, refpeét, or love,
which are due to thofe who are conne@ed with
us, either by bload, friendfhip, or dependence ;
fuch as parents, brothers, fifters, maflters, fer-
vants, and friends. This Duty is fo diffufive,
it may be traced in regular gradation, from
the monarch who: fits on the throne, to the
moft inconfiderable of his fubjefts. I fhall
therefore confine myfelf to the confideration of
thofe particular branches, which feem beft
fuited to your age, and flation in life.

Lady Mary.

I hope, my dear Mentoria, you will explain
each of thefe branches feparately.

Mentoria.

With great pleafure, my dear Lady Mary.
The Duty we owe to our parents, bears a near
refemblance to that which is dae to our Cre-

3 ator ;
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ator; as it confifts of gratitude, obedience, and
love. The bleflings of our creation, preferva-
tion, and redemption, produce religious faith,
and 1mpel the mind to adore and worfhip the
Caufe from whence they proceed. In like
manner, as we derive our exiftence from our
earthly parents, and owe our fafety and im-
provement to their tendernefs and love (which,
in the helplefs ftate of infancy, we could not
acquire by any other means) we are bound to
render them the tribute of gratitude, by paying
~implicit obedience to their commands.

Lady Loui/a.

I think we fhould be very ungrateful, if we
did not regard our parents, who exprefs fuch
anxiety for our welfare, and take fuch infinite
pains to make us accomplifhed.

Mentoria.

Our obligations are {o numerous, it 1s im-
poflible to fix their bounds ; neither can I pro-
pofe any better method, as a rule for your
attions, than to be uniformly obedient in your
conduét. Obferve and prattife what is particu-
larly pleafing to your parents; avoid thofe things
which are not agreeable to them ; and, upon

every occafion, teftify your love and duty.
Lord
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Lord George.

What is the difference between love and duzy,
my dear Mentoria ?

Mentoria.

They are feparate qualities, yet are gene-
rally united in a moral or religious fenfe ; which
implies, that aéts of obedience or duty ought
to proceed from love ; as fear, or the hope of
reward (if either were the motive) would make
the. performance rather a facrifice than an of-
fering.

Lady Mary..

What diftinétion 1is there between an offer-
ing and Jacrifice?

Mentoria.

An Offering 1s a voluntary gift beftowed on
merit, or prefented as a token of our gratitude
and efteem : but a Sacrifice implies compulfion
and reluétance; as the ceremonies to which
they allude were very different in their ten-
dency. An Offering ufually confifted of gar-
lands or incenfe; a Sacrifice, of a viftim
either burnt or flain, which, in the Jewifh
and Pagan laws, was required as an expiation
for any capital offence, or as an acknowledg-
ment for any great advantage received.

Lady
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Lady Louz/a.

But how can we make amends for their
kindnefs, when we have nothing to beftow on
our parents ?

Mentoria.

In the regular courle of things, it frequently
happens, that parents are brought to an infirm
and helplefs flate, and reduced to a fecond
ftate of infancy; in fuch cafes, children are
enabled to difcharge the debt, by the fame means
they received it.” But as thefe inftances are not
very common, there is another opportunity,
which proceeds from a lefs calamitous caufe,
though 1t demands our tendernéfs, and excites
our compaflion, I mean the gradual decline
of life, which requires little attentions, that
. are often more acceptable than important fer-
vices; as, like a gentle fhower, they revive
the withered plant, which requires the prop
of filial affettion to fupport it.

Lord George.

Should we do every thing our parents com-
mand ? If they required us to perform what
was unreafonable, or blameable, ought we to
comply with their requeft ?

Mentoria,
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Mentoria.

There is little danger of parents leading a
child into error by defign; whenever they
miftake the means of their advantage or happi-
nefs, the defeét is in their judgment. As,in gene-
ral, parents are too apt to err on the fide of ten-
dernefs, children thould in every inftance con-
form, and be fubfervient to their will. Qur
bleffed Saviour, notwithftanding the divinity of
his nature (which, in fome degree, made him in-
dependent of his parents) in various inftances ma-
nifefted his filial affeGtion.: and we are exprefsly
told, he was {ubjeft to them.. Let me entreat you
to make his obedience, as well as every other:
virtue he pofleffed, the model for your conduét.
Imitate his.example, and be guided by his pre--
cepts; wrte hisinftrutions on the tablet of your
heart, which will be legible in all your ations,,
and make you an ufeful member of {ociety..

Lady Loui/a:
Pray, Mentoria, what is our Duty to our
brathers and fiflers ? 1 fuppefe we are to love.
and be kind to them:

Mentoria.

You are bound to refpeét thofe who. are
older than yourfelf; and to inftruét and prote&t
thofe who are younger. You fhould treat

them



DUTIES OF LIFE, &c. 233

them on all occafions with tendernefs and love ;
nor ever feek an opportunity to difpute with,
or teale them. Be alfo particularly cautious
to {et a good example, to excite emulation 1n
thofe who are your elders, and to afford a
'pattern worthy of imitation to thofe who are
younger.
Lady Mary.

I ought, I fuppofe, to love to hear them
praifed,

Mentoria.

You fhould alfo feek every opportunity to
commend them, and not enumerate every
trifling offence; neither are you to think any
praife beftowed on them, derogates from your
merit. This folly is painted in glowing co-
lours, in the parable of the prodigal fon. The
father, when the prodigal returned, met him
with every token of joy, and caufed the fatted
calf to be killed. The elder brother, who was
in the field, when he heard the found of mulfic,
enquired what event had happened, to caufe
fuch acclamations of joy ; the hiftory informs
us, he was difpleafed, when he found it was to
celebrate his brother’s arrival, and refolved
not to go into the houfe. His father expoftu-
lated with him on the occafion, and entreated
him to pastake of the feftivity his brother’s

return
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return had occafioned; which had no efie& on
his obdurate heart. - On the contrary, he up-
braided his father for never beftowing on
him a kid, to make merry with his friends :
though when his fon returned, who had wafted
his fubftance witlr riotous living, he gave him
even the fatted calf. He then proceeded to
exaggerate his brother’s‘tranfgrefﬁons, and to
enumerate the advantages his father had de-
rived from his own faithful fervices ; which,
however true, came but with an ill grace from
‘his own teflimony, and greatly took from the
merit of the performance. The tender parent,
dtung with the reproaches of his child, endea-
voured to obviate the charge of injuftice and
-partiality, in the following words : * Son, thou.
art ever with me, and all that I have is thine.
Yet, it is meet that we rejoice; for this thy
brother was dead, and is alive again ; was loft,.
and 1s found !”
Lord George:

Yet had not the elder brother fome caufe to

be difpleafed, my good Mentoria ?

Mentoria.

Not the leaft, my Lord, when.we refleft,
that forgivenefs is a divine attribute, and that
none fland in need of pardon, but thofe who

have
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have offended. As the elder brother’s condutt
had been unexceptionable, this virtue could
not be exercifed on him; it being necellary,
there fhould be fome offence committed, be-
fore reconcilement can be {fought, or obtained.
The exclamation, which broke forth from his
father, manifefled the emotions of his heart,
and implied, he thought himfelf bound to re-
ward in the moft ample manner the fon, who
had never given him offence. The concluding
part of the fentence contains the leffon I wifh
to inculcate, namely, that we fhould unfeign-
edly rejoice in the advantages of others, and
be inftrumental in advancing their progrefs in
virtue, or recovering them from error and de-
Jufion: that, {o far from founding our own
praife on the defetts or imperfettions of our
friends, we fhould repair the tottering building,
which, fortified by fincerity and friendthip, may
conftitute our ftrength; as the human {pecies,
like the vine, ftands in need of a fupport,
without which neither would come to perfec-

tion, nor produce the fruits of virtue and abun-
dance.

Lady Mary.
Mafters, 1 think, is the next branch you
are to confider. What kind of Relpett, or
Duty, do we owe to them.

A Mentoria.
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Mentoria.

Superiority, of whatever quality it confifts,
demands Refpe&, whether it proceeds from
the pofleflion of virtue, knowledge; or power,
in the fuperlative, or greateft degree. Your
mafters therefore are entitled to receive every
mark of attention you can poflibly thew. You
fhould never confider them as your equals,
which will prevent any levity of condu& in
their prefence. You are all indifpenfably bound
to attend to their infiruCtions, which you wilk
retain and profit by, if you acquire the habit of
treating them with deference and politenefs.

Lady Lour/a.

I with to know, how you would have us be-
have to our_fervants, my dear Mentoria.

Mentoria,

With humanity and condefcenfion : ycu
fhould always remember, notwithftanding they
are your inferiors, that they are your fellow-
creatures, and in your condu& towards
them, equally avoid haughtinefs and familiarity.
Maintain your own dignity, nor ever lofe o
by permitting a fervant to joke with you, or
partake of your recreations: fuch proceedings
are not the effeét of humility, but of a depraved

talte,
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tafte, and meannefs of {pirit. There are fome
perfons fo fond of fuperiority, they choofe to
affociate with thofe who are beneath or depen-
dent on them, for no other reafon, than the
opportunity 1t affords them of gratifying their
inclinations without control or reproach.

Lady Mary.

We may command our fervants, I fuppofe,
to do every thing we like!

Mentoria.

This right, my dear Lady Mary, extends no
further than the bare difcharge of their duty,
and ought to be exercifed with caution and
difcretion. We fhould never lay an injunc-
tion on them, which appears not poffible, or
convenient for them to perform; and be ever
ready to accept any reafonable excufe for the
non-performance. Let us in this, as in every
other inftance, incline to the fide of mercy:
Iet us break the bonds of fervitude, and eafe
our dependents of every oppreflive yoke.

Lord George.

How fhould we conduét ourfelves to our
Jriends, my dear Madam ?

Mentoria.



238 ®N THE RELATIVE

Mentoria.

We are ever inclined to perform afts of
kindnefs to thofe we ftyle our friends. This
duty 1s fo diffufive, and the motives fo numer-
ous, which urge us to the difcharge of it, there
requires but little to be faid on this branch;
more efpecially, asin a former difcourfe I enu-
merated the mutual obligations of friendfhip.
I fhall therefore proceed to peint out the good
will which we owe to the human fpecies, without
limitation or exception. The philanthropy
I mean to recommend, is not only a Duty,
but a Virtue. Thofe who exercife it in the fu-
perlative degree, muft poflefs benevolence,

mo‘d\eration, and fieadinefs ; and be wholly ex-
7 empt from arrogance, malice, or prejudices,
either perfonal or national: they muft be in-
clined to redrefs the grievances of the diftreffed,
comfort the afflifted, and clothe the naked; to
which they fhould be alone impelled by the
diftates of the Chriftian religion, and the force
of their own feelings : neither fhould they wifh
or expett any reward, butwhat arifes from
the confcioufnefs of having performed their
duty.
: Lady Mary.

I imagine, my dear Mentoria, we are not
required to be kind to the Jews. '

g Mentoria.
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Mentoria.

Their religious fentiments, would not excufe
your failing to perform any duty you owed
them, as fellow-creatures. Their errors, though
fatalin their tendency, demand our pity, as théy
are a defett of judgment. ‘Our blefled Saviour
prayed, that they might be forgiven, as they
knew not what they did. Let us join in the fame
requeft, and never perlecute them. The para-
ble of the goed Samaritan affords us an excel-
lent leffon of humanity, and alfo proves we
fhould do good indifcriminately, and pay no
tegard to the fe&, or outward condition of the
objett, whofe diftreffes excite our compaflion.

Lord Gearge.

Why does this hiftory particularly afford us
this leffon ?

Mentoria.

Becaufe the Jews and Samaritans were at
{uch enmity, it was thought a capital offence to
have the leaft intercourfe : thus the woman of
Samaria was furprifed our Saviour fhould afk
water of her, as he was a Jew.

Lady Mary.
Then it was particularly good of the Sama-

zitan, to take fuch care of the poor man in
diftrefs,
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diftres. You cannot imagine, my dear Men-
torta, how much I admire his condutt!

Mentoria.

He aéted as every perfon ought to do, in the
{fame fituation : which 1s, to perform the fervice
required, without any confideration of the ad-
vantages which would arife from, or the in-
conveniences that might attend it. Let us
follow his example, and bind up the wounds
of the afflifted, pouring in the balm of comfort
and confolation. Let us ever prattife the ex-
hortation of our Saviour, delivered in thefe
words, ¢ Go, and do thou likewife.” Which
implies, we fhould feek an opportunity to teftify
our approbation of the Samaritan’s conduét, by
the convincing proof of imitation. “ Let your
light {o fhine before men, that they may fee
your good works, and glorify your Father, who
is in heaven.” o

Lady Low/a.

Are there any  other Duties, my good Men-
toria ?

Mentorza.

It is neceflary, for the good of the commu-
nity, that there fhould be fuberdination in the
different claffes of mankind. I fhall confider
them under the heads of Superionity, Equality,

and
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and Inferionty; which, I hope, will enable
you to form a juft coneeption of the feveral
ftates. Superiority requires the perfons who
polfels it, to at with dignity and caution; to
exercife their authority with moderation and
judtice; and to difpenfe their favours to thofe
who appear molt deferving of them.

Lady Loui/a.
What is our Duty to our Equals ?

Mentoria.

Like moft -other Duties, they are reciprocal,
and confift of a mutual exchange of kind offices,
and general good-will.  As this ftate equally ex-
cludes profound refpeét and implicit obedience,
it 1s neceflary to point out the medium which
fhould be preferved between thefe extremes, in
order to make the cement of friendfhip binding.
Undue familiarity proverbially produces con-
tempt : we have alfo {criptural authority, that
where {ervile fear 1s, there can be no love, as love
cafteth out fear. From which it may be infer-
red, our deportment towards our Fquals ought
to be tinttured with the refpet due to our Supe-
riors, and. the condefcenfion and freedom au-
thorifed to our Inferiors ; which is produéiive of
the pleafing compound, ufually called Polscenefs.

M Without
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Without the due obfervance of this amiable
quality, the friendly intercourfe of fociety de-
generates into Barbarifm and Incivility |

Lady Mary.

The ftate of Inferiority 1s the next branch
you are to explain. I know, perfons in that
clafs are required to be obedient.

Mentoria.

This obedience is limited; as they fhould
ever avoid flattering the weaknefs and imper-
feftions of their Superiors, and in all their
altions make a diftinétion between fervility and
refpett.  From the -dependence of their flate,
it 1s neceflary they fhould conform to the will
of their rulers, in every inftance which is not
repugnant to reafon or conlcience.

Lady Mary.
But how will thefe rules regulate our con-

duft, my good Mentoria ?

Mentoria.

You muft be attuated by the precept en-
joined by our Saviour, “ To do to others, as
you would they fhould do unto you.” You

muil therefore purfue the fame condutt to your
Inferiors,
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Inferiors, as you would that your Superiors
fhould to you; and pay the fame deference to
thofe above, as you expett to receive from
thofe beneath you. To perfons who are on
a level with yourlelf, you fhould perform fuch
{ervices, as feem moft acceptable and neceffary
to the {phere of life in which you move. Be
courteous to all, haughty and imperious to
nome. Be not high-minded, but condefcend
to thofe of low eftate; and .you will be refpetted
by the great, and reverenced by the humble,

Excel, and emulate thy parents praife,

Let thy intrinfic worth the! fabric raife ;

In every ufeful art thy time employ,

Zealous to gain efteem, true heart-felt joy !

Attain each grace, that can adorn thy mind,

Blended with {entiment, and tafte refin’d.

Envy can find no harbour in a breaft,

Th’ abode, I truft, of peace, more welcome
gueit, ‘

Beatitude divine, and {ource of reft.

Neglett no duty, aét with graceful eafe,

Ever defire with modefly to pleafe:

Let Virtue be thy guide, for fhe’ll difpenfe

Iove, happinefs, and meek-eyed innocence.

®Oh! may fhe, kind t6 thee, her grace impart,

Newer forfake, deep rooted in thy heart !

Mg
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On Complacency and Cheerfulnefs.

Mentoria.

HE advantages which arife from Com-
- placency, or ferenity of mind, are {o
obvious, that few endeavours {hould feem need-
ful to recommend it: yet the frequent devia~
tions we trace in various perfons from the
praftice of this amiable quality, induces me,
my dear pupils, to point out the felf-fatisfaction
it produces, as an excitement to the' dilcharge
of a duty, which increafes our own happinefs,
and is the means of diffufing it to thofe with

whom we are connetted.

M 3 Lady
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I Lady Louz/a.

By Complacency, my dear Mentoria, I fup-
pole you mean Good-nature, which I admire
very much; and fhould diffike anysof my com-
panions, who did not poffefs a large portion
of it.

Meniorza.

Good-nature is a term fo often perverted,
that 1t 1s neceflary to enter into the difcuflion
of 1it’s real and afcribed qualities : as, according
to the common acceptation of the word, it
implies nothing more than a compliant turn of
mind, which can laugh, and bear to be laughed
at; which is too inoffenfive to offer an infult,
and too pufillanimous to refent one.

Lady Mary.
I fincerely pity the perfons, whofe chara&ers
anfwer to your defcription : are fuch frequent ?

Mentoria.

When you mix more with the world, you
will find every flate in life abounds with them.
Sir Charles Dupe is a ftriking proof of my
affertion; he 1s of a good family, and has a
tolerable underftanding ; yet, by a fupplenefs
of difpofition, makes an infignificant figure,
He is free from deceit himfelf, and therefore

does
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does not fufpeét it in others; and is thus kept
in perpetual good humour, as he miftakes the
aim of his affociates, which is, in effeét, to
make him ridiculous: neither has he penetra-
tion enough to difcover, that, when they laugh
at his jeft, it proceeds more from contempt than
applaufe. This is the kind of Good-nature,
which lays thofe . who poflefs it, under the dif-
agreeable neceffity of being a foil to the bright
qualities of the defigning.

Lady Mary.

Thisis not, I fuppofe, the difpofition of mind
you mean to recommend.

Mentoria.

Undoubtedly not, my dear; as it would nof
conduce to your making a refpettable figure
in life. The quality I wifh you to poflefs and
exercife, confifts in a fteady perfeverance 11y
juft opinions, tempered with a becoming degree
of fubmiffion; which, duly blended, produce
an uniformity of condutt worthy of the higheft
commendation. I fcarcely know any perfom
more eminently d#tinguifhed for this defirable
attainment, than the amiable Hortenfia, as
Milton exprefles : “ What fhe wills to do or
fay, feems wileft, virtuoufeft, difcreetedl, beft!”

M 4 She
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She is wife, without the affe@ation of know-
fedge ; prudent, without the parade of cautiont;
fincere, yet free from difguﬂing bluntnefs;
pious, but not enthufiaftic; and in her whole
deportment is fo amiable and confiftent, fhe

may be confidered as entitled to applaufe, and
worthy of imitation.

Lady Mary.
I fuppofe Hortenfia never contradifts any

body in company, but conforms to the inclina-
tions of her friends.

Mentoria.

Flat contradiftion is fuch a flagrant offence
againft good manners, there is fcarcely a pofi-
bility of a perfon in her line of life tran{gref-
fing in fo material a point: yet it may be
needful, on {fome occafions, for her to diffent
from the fentiment of her companions. When-
ever that is the cafe, I am convinced fhe afligns
very important reafons for fo doing ; as the is
ever inclined to fubmit to the will of others,
when it is confiffent with reafon and con-
{cience.

Lady Loui/a.

I have often wondered fhe is fo fubmiflive

to Lady Bab Tempefts as her Ladyfhip is dif-

pleafed,
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plealed, without the leaft apparent caufe. I
have frequently obferved her change from the
moft perfett good-humour, to the moft {ullen
difcontent ! {

Mentoria:

Lady Bab may be deemed as great an objett
of pity, as Hortenfia 1s of admiration. The
government of the human mind bears fome
analogy to the government of ftates. - The rule-
of paffion is the rule of a defpot or of a mob,.
eaprice, or confufion. The rule of reafon 1s
the rule of alimited monarchy, or well regu-
fated republic, whofe wifely-enatted laws cons
{ult the benefit of the people governed.

Lady Loutfa.-

I hope I fhall be diftinguithed by the conduét
you paint in {o amiable alight. 1 feel myfelf
very uncomfortable whenever I enter into
any difputes, and am very uneafy until I-am
reconciled to the offending parties; orif Iam
in fault, feek the moft Ipeedy and effettual
means of acknowledging myfelf the aggreﬂor.

Mentaria. -

Pe:l‘ﬁﬂiﬂg’ill any known error, . 1s a certam
mark of a weak head, or bad heart. The
wilelt of us are but fhort-fighted creatures;

M 5 and,
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and, confequently, are frequently involved in
miftakes, refpetting our real advantage, and the
means of happinefs.

Lady Mary.

I think, perfons who are perfeily compla-
cent, fhould never be difpleafed.

Mentoria.

 If that were the confequence, it would be
neceflary th'ey fhould alfo be infenfible. Asg
the attions of the greateft part of mankind are
fo inconfiftent with the rules prefcribed by
ftrit morality, it becomes neceflary and ex-
pedient to exprefs a difapprobation of their
effetts, in warm, but not tumultuous, marks
of zeal for the caufe of Virtue.

Lady Loui/a.
But how, my dear Mentoria, fhall Idifcover
the intentions of the bad, and be enabled to
exprefs my abhorrence of their proceedings ?

Mentoria.

Confcience is implanted in us, as an unerring
rule for our general condu& in life: it’s re-
monftrances are loud, though tco often fi-

lenced by popular opinions, which, authorifed

by
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by the force of cuftom, rufh with irrefiftible
rapidity on the minds of the weak and unde--
figning. My prefent defign 1s to warn you
againft their fuggeftions, by pointing out the
due medium, which I with you to preferve,.
between the two extremes of indifference and.
irritable fenfibility : as the one would render
you contemptible, the otheran objett of dread
and deteftation. The intermediate difpofition®
of mind may properly be ftiled Complacency ;.
as it is not tharpened with the rigour of afpe--
rity, or deadened with the langour of infipidity.-
The happy effetts of ferenity may be copioully
traced in the diffufive works of nature, by be-
holding the {udden and violent tran{mutations,.
agitations produce, in her animated and won--
derful works. The ocean, when calm,. ekcites
our admiration; but when it is tempeftuous,
infpires us with an equal degree of horror and
dread: The vaft expanfe, which feemed de-
figned for no other purpofe than te proclaim
the power of Gad, becomes a leffon to, and a:
refemblance of, capricious man. The undu-
lation of the waves exprefs the crowd of opi-~
nions, which difturb his intelle€tual faculties
in: regular fucceffion; and their 1mpetuous
efforts afford a fad image of his unruly
paffions : therefere, may properly be fliled not

M 6 only
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only a type of man, but of hLis warfare upon
earth.

We may carry the purfuit fill further,
by examining the operations of paflion in
the feathered and brute creation; which will
convince us of the fatal effefts it produces,
and naturally lead us to fhun the enfnaring
evil, when we refle@t, that it’s dominion de-
prives us of reafon, which is peculiar to human
nature, and may be deemed it’s greatelt orna-
ment, as it conflitutes our afiinity and refem-
blance to the Supreme Being. When we
behold a docile animal from fome accidental
caufe enraged, unruly, foaming, and agitated
beyond the power of expreflion, ought we not
to. examine the flate of our own minds, by
candidly inquiring if we are ever led into the
{fame tranfports of violent and difordered paf-
fions; the turbulence of which too often preys
on the vitals of the perfons who indulge them,
and embitters the lives of the aflociates.
Thefe confiderations render the fearch too
important to be negletted, and, I hope, will
.prove fufficient to warn you of the confequent
dangers attendant on fuch evil praftices. The
greatelt charaters have guarded againft this
quality ofthe mind. We read that Plato,
fecling himfelf violently agitated with one of

his
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his domeftics, and perceiving his friend Zeno-
crates enter, exclaimed, ‘ If thou art really
my well-wither, I entreat thee to correft my
fervant; for, at prefent, my rage {urmounts
my reafon:” which clearly proves, he was
confcious of being difqualified for the talk,
whilft under the dominion of prejudice and

pailion.

Lady Lowi/a.

I think it was very wife of Plato fo a& fo
cautioufly, and I moft fincerely with Lady
Bab Tempeft, and Lady Mary Whimfey,
would' follow his example.

Mentoria.

I would' advife them and all perfons who
are apt to be ruffled in their tempers, fe-
rioufly to confider, whether the points they
wilh to gain, are worth contention ; as
I am convinced, if they duly weighed
the objefts of their purfuit, they would in
general prove {carcely deferving of anxiety or
difpute. This habit, though perhaps diffi-
cult to- attain, will amply reward the poflel-

{fors for the obftacles they experienced in the
conquett,

Lady
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Lady Mary.

Are complécent people, merry, my dear
Mentoria ?

Mentoraa.

They ever preferve that even temper of
mind, which enables them to fuit their condu&t
to the occafion of the prefent feafon. They
rejoice with the joyful, and condole with the-
aflicted ; improve the ignorant, and gain wil--
dom from the intelligent, Mirth, as it is ufually
underftood, 1s a fever of the mind, the figns
of which are coarfe jefts and loud burfts of
laughter ; and in many perfons.is nothing more
than a privilege to fay and do rude things,.
which, under any other guife, would be feri-
oufly refented. From what I have obferved,
you will perceive: mirth does not confift in-
thole tranquil enjoyments which are compa--
tible with Complacenocy : therefere, m their
gayeft moments, complacent perfons are only.
cheerful : as Cheerfulnefs, properly fpeaking,.
is mirth refined. -

Lady Lowfa.

Would 1t be more becoming of them to be:
grave, and to behave with referve..

Mentoria,
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Mentoria.

The affettation of gravity is an impeachment
of fenfe, rather than a proof of it: therefore,
would render the perfon who afflumed that qua-
ity an objett of ridicule. The funétions of
the mind are fo diffufive, they are capable of
manifefting every {enfation incident to human
nature: fuchas pain, pleafure, approbation, or
difguft. 'The modes of this expreflion vary ac-
cording to the different difpofitions; and as
the complacent are aftuated by right mmprel-
fions, feldom fail to render their converfe
agreeable, being ufually tinttured with thofe
qualities, which, with. propriety, we may call
the balm of life.

Lady Mary.

Are they not in a more than common d’egrea
humane to their inferiors ?

Mentoria.

They would do viclence to their own natures
if they afted contrary to lenity and unre-
ftrained Philanthropy; which fuggefts by the
moft impulfive force, the neceflity of fellow-
feeling, and f{trongly enjoins the” duty of the
attive difcharge of the part afligned us m the
vail chain of Being; where the greateft ftand

mn
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in need of the leaft; as well as the leaft of the-
greatelt; there being in.effect,. little difference
between thofe who rule, and thofe who are
fubjett to rulers: the whole depending equally
on that God, who created and governs  the
Univerfe.

Lady Loui/a.
I will be particularly cautious to be kind'to:
my attendants; as. in other perfons. I fee the
1ll effeéts of a contrary condutts

Mentoria..

I have ever, my dear,. confidered it to beit
politic, as well as juft, to behave with the
greateft condefcenflion; and to relax: rather.
than overfirain the reins of power: as love
operates flronger than fear, in producing
uniform obedience. The authority which the
higheft’ ftation authorifes over any part of.
the human fpecies; fhould rather check than'
increafe our pride; as a perfon in the moft:
elevated condition. may, by the viciflitude of -
fortune,. be reduced to the level of the loweft
we can. poffibly imagine. Happy are fuch
perfons, when the retrefpeét of their paft con-
dutt, yields them confolation under the con-
flifts they have fultained, by enabling them

10



AND CHEERFULNESS. 257

to form a reafonable expeftation, and hope,
that God will difpenfe the fame degree of
mercy, which they invariably have fhewn.
There is fcarcely any merit in being compla-
cent to thofe who are evidently our fu-
periors ; as intereft, or the hope of obtaining
{ome adventitious benefits, are fufficient to in-
fluence the greater part of mankind : but thofe
who are guided by principles of Philanthropy
and genuine virtue, are impelled by {ympathy
and general good-will. Senfations, which I
hope, and truft, are predominant 1n your dif-
pofitions, as they are the bafis of moral per-

fettion!

Be ever free, be cver kind,
Preferve an equal, tranquil mind,
Serene, not vainly gay ;
Let ev’ry wifh be rul’d by {fenfe,
And ev'ry att delight difpenfe,
In each revolving day.

Confide in fome approved friend,
In friendfhip all enjoyments blend,
But yet with caution fix :
Referve is Prudence, till we find,
A feeling and congenial mind,
With which ’tis {fafe to mix.
Be
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Be zealous to extinguith pride,
Let reafon be thy conftant guide,
And modeft worth thy care;

May rettitude thy life adorn,
Nor be thou torn by vice’s thorn,,
Nor caught in folly’s fnare.

Behold the trifler’s wanton {mile,
Conceals a heart intent on guile,
With bafe deception fraught.
Avoid the dangers which await,
This tranfient and uncertain ftate,
Where oft the weak are caught.,

Be firm, not obftinately juft,

Declare on what, and whom you truft,
Refting on hope f{ublime ;

Let virtue ftimulate thy mind,

To feek for treafures thou canft find,
Beyond the bounds of Time.

As hours with rapid wings depart,

Haften’d by life’s luxurious art,.
Of diligence there’s need;

Let no vam fears the fearch clude,,

Nor ufelefs anxious cares intrude,.

To ftop or check thy fpeed !
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On Adverfity and Profperity.
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Mentoria.

\ S the life of Man, my dear Lady Mary,
confifts of a train of events, which tend
either to increafe or deftroy his happinefs; for
the prefent, I fhall engage your attention with
an inquiry into the caufe and confequence
of their operations. Adverfity and Pro/pe-
rity are confidered as the two extremes of
good and evil, incident to human nature: and
the enjoyments or fufferings, which are dif-
penfed in our prefent probationary ftate, are
nothing more than a commixture of thefe {epa-
rate ingredients, which are pleafing or affliétive,
according to the proportion with which they
are blended.

Lady
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Lady Mary.

It is very hiappy for thofe who receive a great
portion of pleafure, as pain renders perfons
very miferable; do you not, my dear Men-
toria, rejoice that I have {o littfe?

Mentoria.

Joy and forrow conftantly attend on our
purfuits, but are uncertain in the periods of their
vifitations. The Royal Pfalmift has declared
that it was good for him that hie was afliced :
and Solomon has alfo borne his teftimony that
it was better to go to the houfe of mourning
than of feafting: as fcenes of jollity and diffi-
pation tend to extinguifh the foft emotions of
compatlion, as much as {pectacles of affliftion
conduce to the expanfion of the human heart.

Lady Louifa.
Whenever I behold an obje@ in diftrefs

I become a partaker in his fufferings; and ex-
perience unfpeakable fatisfa&tion, if I can
remove or mitigate the unhappy caufe.

Mentoria.
The modes of affliftion are fo various, and
proceed often from latent caules, it is difficult

to trace them to their fource, or are {o com-
plicated,
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plicated, it is frequently not in our power
to adminifter comfort. As Affli¢tion, which
is a mental medicine, differs like corporeal re-
medies in the courle of operation ; it increafes
the fulceptibility of a good mind, and renders
a bad one more obdurate ; it alfo excites in the
well-difpofed, commiferation for the fufferings
of others; but in the evil mind, creates envy,
malice, and a train of unchriftian qualities.

Lady Lowi/a.
From the pifture you have drawn of Adver-

ﬁt‘y, I am of opinion few wifh to be ruled by
it’s rigid laws. :

Mentoria.

Sorrow may be ftyled the {fchool of virtue, as
it counterafts the pernicious effe@s of Prof-
perity, by awakening the human underftand-
ing from the ftupor of lethargic indifference,
and, by fuggefting how tranfitory our pre-
fent enjoyments are, and fcarcely worthy of
purfuit, or regret.

| Lady Mczr)/.

There are fome perfons who are perpetually
bewailing their hard fate, and peculiar ill luck ;

yon
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you cannot imagine how much I with to com-
fort them by endeavouring to perluade them
many are equally unfortunate.

Mentoria.

The kind of grief which is produced by
an habit of complaining, is incorrigible, and
generally takes it’s rife from fome flight or un-
juftifiable caufe. Such as inferiority of fortune
to thofe with whom we are conneéted; depri-
vation of fome benefit uneflential to our hap-
pinefs ; or envious defires too infatiable or per-
nicious to be gratified. Adverfity confifts of
thofe manifold, but wife inftruments of cor-
rection, difpenfed as'the means of our amend-
ment; every other Ipecies is {purious, and
may effeftively be confidered as the ofispring
of a fertile, but deluded 1magination.

Lady Loui/a.
Now, my dear Madam, defcribe the different
qualities and’ effe€ts of Profperity; I expett
infinite fatisfa8lion from the difcuflion of fuch

a pleafing {ubjett.

Mentoria.

When I have firipped Profpenity of her
glaring, fallacious gatb, fhe will {eem to be

degraded
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degraded from her apparent confequence, and
imagined excellence. She is ufually confi-
dered as the fource and means of pleafure, a
purfuit which the greateft part of mankind pro-
{ecute with avidity, though {carcely any attain
the end they have in view: as the adventu-
rers may be compared to the fable of the cha-
riot wheels, which are for ever purfuing the
fame courfe,” yet always preferve the fame
diftance. Profperity, like the ocean, is fur-
rounded with rocks and quickfands, which, as
a faithful pilot, it 1s my duty to guard you
again{t, as the means of your invariably fteer-
mg in that courfe which will condu&t you to
the haven of reft; where only true Joy is to’

be found.

Lady Mary.
What are the quickfands of Profperity, my
dear Mentoria, tell me where they are fitu-

ated, that I may ule my utmoft endeavours to
avoid them ?

Mentoria.

Diffipation produces an abyfs 1n the current
of life, which fwallows up every valuable
emotion of the foul: therefore may not un-
aptly be compared to a quickfand, as the per-

3 fons
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fons involved in the calamities incident te
each, are not fenfible of the danger till 1t 1s
too late to apply a remedy; for notwithftand-
ing the confequences attendant on both, are.
fatal in their tendency, the furfaces are too fal-
lacious to give any caufe of {ufpicion.

Lady Mary.

But what are the rocks which produce fuch
fatal confequences? I hope I fhall always be
far diftant from them.

Mentorea.

Obftinacy, and an high opinion of our own
fagacity, eagernefs for temporal advantages,
and the neglett of attaining eternal treafures,
are the rocks on which the greateft part of
mankind fplit. The confliét thefe contending
or combined paflions produce, caufe fuch a vor-
tex in the ftream of life, that many are entirely
fhipwrecked ; and the more fortunate adven-

turers are 1n general much fhattered.

Lady Loui/a.

But what, my dear Mentoria, are the advan-
tages of Profperity ; I {uppofe they are very
great, from the attention they ufually receive.

Mentoriae
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Mentoria.

{ propofe to ftate the account fairly, and re-
gularly arrange-the difadvantages, and benefits
attendant on a tide of Profperity. I {hall begin
with delineating the evi/ confequences; which
are evidently thefe, the expofing us to conftant
temptation ; giving us power to gratify bafe
purfuits ; laying us open to the adulation of the
defigning; and rendering us obnoxious to
envy, flattery, and a long catalogue of human
illssid

Lady Loui/a.

The bad effefts of Profperity appear fo very
numerous, I am alarmed for thofe perfons who
are befet with them.

Mentoria.

I fhall now proceed to point out the advan-
tages of Profperity ; the moft effential of which
confift in the power they afford us, of wmitiga-
ting the {ufferings of the opprefled; by difpen-
{ing a portion of our own pofleflions, to thofe
who ftand in need of them; to cheer the de-
jetted, and to yield protetion to the deflitute ;
to comfort the fatherlefs and widow; to feed
the bungry, and clothe the naked, thefe are
the bleflings Profperity produces. The faith-
ful difcharge of thofe important duties makes

N us
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us to appear as the difciples of our blefled
Lord and Saviour, who went about doing
- good.

Lady Mary.

I think no perfons who were bleffed with
the means to perform thofe kind offices, mould
neglet the opportunity ; as it muit greatly con-
duce to their own happinels.

Mentoria.

Yet in the courfe of things it frequently hap- -
pens, the human heart is {o perverted by a fu-
per-abundance of the good things of this world,
as to be entirely abforbed in {elf-gratification ;
confequently, inattentive to the demands of
others: which is the lefs to be wondered at,
when we refle@t, that in general we are too apt
to form a wrong eftimate of the bleflings we
enjoy, till the deprivation of them convinces '’
us of their intrinfic value. When we have
laboured under any grievous diftemper, 1t en-
hances the gift of health; when we have ex-
perienccd any temporary {carcity, we are more
fenfible of the happy effeéts of plenty: and
when we have fuffered any anxiety, are we not
rendered more fufceptible of the inexpreflible
pleafure, that tranquility, and peace of mind
enfure ?

Lady
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I have experienced the truth of what you af.
fert very forcibly : particularly in the inftances
of my parents’ approbation ; ithe flighteft marks
of which gave me the moft heart-felt joy, ha-
ving before fuffered the pain of their difplea-
fure. As I have frequently met with things
to chagrin me, I wifh to know if every perfon
on earth has a portion of forrow.

Mentoria.

- Without doubt: and the caufes may be
clearly fpecified from the cradle to the grave,
as in every flage of exiftence there is fome
fource of difquietude, which is produced by
withing to obtain fomething beyond our abili-
ties to compafs. Thefe defires engage our at-
tention with equal ardour, though the objefts of
our purfuit differ as effentially as a rattle or a
kingdom : therefore we may venture to affirm,
all have an allotment of pains, and that thofe
to whom the leaft have apparently fallen, often
increafe the number, by imaginary affliftions;
which frequently prove more difficult to affuage,
than real and weighty caufes of grief.

Lady Low/a.
I will be candid enough to confefs, my dear

Mentoria, that when I have been poflefled of
Ne , ) every
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every thing to make me happy, I have been de-
“prived of the power of enjoying 1t, by covet-
ing fome trifling advantage another perfon was
‘endued with, and which perhaps 1f I had ob-
‘tained, would not have afforded me any feli-
“city.
Mentoria.

Certainly not, my dear, as thofe deflires pro-
ceed from a lurking principle of envy, which
preys on the mind like a canker. he per-
fons who have this malady, miftake the {ymp-
toms, therefore do not ftrike at the caufe of
the difeale, which increafes by frequent grati-
fication. I have often wifhed there were fur-
‘geons, endowed with the power of fearching the
~diftempered mind to the moft vital part; as I
doubt not the recefles of the human heart would
be found in fome of a very putrid texture; in
others very much lacerated ; and in the greater
part callous, to each of which due remedies

thould be applied.

Lady Mary.
Of what would they confift ?

Mentoria.

Thofe who are in a putrid ftate require deter-
{ive or cleanfing medicines to render them of
a more
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a more wholefome ‘and happy temperament ;
thofe who are lacerated or wounded, 1 wifh the
operator to heal with confolatery unétions;
and on the callous I recommend him to'beftow
an enormous blifter to render ‘them f{ufceptible

of feeling.

Lady Low/a.
I am {urprifed, my good Mentoria, you
fhould wifh to infli€t fuch painful operations !

Mentoria.

1 am only defirous this plan fhould be adopted
in defperate cafes, and am-clearly of opinion,.
the beneficial effeéts would exempt the pro-
je€tor and ‘operator from ‘the charge of wanton
cruelty. We every day hear of perlons under-
going the amputation of a’-Limb, to fave their
life ; and muft it not be allowed of mnfimitely
more importance -to ‘be freed from the ex-

creflcences which deform the underftanding?

Lady Mary:
Are there any dottors.or furgeons, who have
the power to perform fuch mighty.operations
Mentoria..

I may properly be fhiled your Phyﬁc1an, as
1 feel the pulfe of your mind, accurately ob-
N 3 ferve.
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ferve the degrees of it’s motion, and when it
appears too high, minifter the febrifuge of ad-
monition, to reftore it to it’s due moderation ;
and alfo when it is too languid, beftow the re-
viving cordial of applaufe to infpire it with
animation. Thus you fee I exercife the medi-
cal funttion, though I never exert my {kill in
any but mental cafes.

Lady Loui/a.
Pray, my dear Madam, inform me, if you
wifh me to be exempt from Adverfity ?

Mentoria.

Such a wifh, my dear, would be not only
weak, but in a great meafure finful, as our pe-
titions to - the Supreme Being, fhould extend
no further than to implore the difpenfation of
thofe gifts, which his infinite wifdom judges
belt and moft fitting for us.

Lady Mary.

I affure you I feel very uncomfortable, when
I am thwarted in my inclinations; and am ex-
ceedingly impatient under difappointments.

Mentorsa.
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Mentoria.

Which proceeds from your not being fuffi-
ciently accuftomed to them ; as a fucceflion of
difappointments tempers the mind with refigna-
tion and fortitude, and produces patience under
_ the fufferings we cannot avoid or vanquifh,

Lady Lowi/a..

Yet are not thofe who meet with the feweft
checks, properly efteemed the happieft part of
the human fpecies ?

Mentoria.

I never ranked them in that clafs, as they are
ufually inclined to be difcompofed on trifling
occafions, and do not pay {ufficient attention to
the miferies of their fellow-creatures. They
are alfo too apt to be imperious and overbearing,
and frequently regard the peculiar inftances of
their good fortune, as the effeéts.of their own
fagacity, rather than of their Creator’s immedi-
ate grace and mercy: which is the height of
ingratitude and folly, as every rational crea-
ture, whofe endowments are not ftrangely per-
verted, muft acknowledge every good and per-
fett gift proceeds from above.

Lady
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Lady Mary.

Are there any more qualities for you to de-
{cribe, relpetting Adverlity or Prpfperity, my
dear Mentoria ?

Mentoria.

None of any importance: it therefore only
remains for me to deduce a few pratical obfer-
vations from the branches already confidered,
that you may be enabled to make a due applica-
tion of the refpettive and reciprocal duties, you
are indifpenfably required to difcharge. There
1s more reafon to fear the propriety of our con-
dutt not being confiftent in profperity than in
adverfity ; as in the former flate, a variety of
circumftances concur to render it fubjeét to
defpotic or arbitrary proceedings, which are
repugnant to the principles of Chriftianity and
reafon. There 1s a peculiar degree of delicacy
required in our deportment, when we have
gained the afcendancy over our adverfary, as
1t would be an evident fign of a daftardly {pi-
rit, to triumph or take any ungenerous advan-
tage in confequence of our fuperiority. This
conduét is literally breaking the bruifed reed :
therefore 1s a heinous fpecies of cruelty, which
a noble mind muft abhor to meditate or prac-
tife. In favour of my argument, I fhall cite

the
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the glorious example of Alexander the Great,
whofe deportment to the family of Dartus, doés
him more real honour, than all his mighty
conquefts. Hiftory informs us, he treated the
royal captives with the greateft cottdefcenfion;
and beftowed on them every mark of attentzon
they had been accuftomed to receive in their
elevated and profperous ftate. His noble foul
difdained to triumph in their misfortunes; and
fo far was he from boafting of his authority and
abfolute power, that he endeavoured by unre-
mitted affiduity to make them lefs mindful of
their unhappy fituation. "

Lady Loui/a.

I admire the generous behaviour of Alexana
der, and hope in a comparative degree to 1mi=
«tate him. v

Mentoria,

The principal advantage of Hiftory is the
emulation it produces in the human heart.
When we read of the juftice of an Ariftides, or
¢he firmnefs of a Cato, we are animated with ad-
miration ; and when we confider that thefe he-
roes were not enlightened by the'gofpel, ought
we not to blufh at our own defels in exem-
plafy virtues ? In the female line, we have

equal
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equal reafon to lament the degeneracy of the.
prefent age. Where is there an O&avia OFa
Portia, to grace the annals of modern hiftory ?
It has often occurred to me, that with the gene-
-rality of perfons, events that have happened
more than a century ago, are merely confi-
dered as exaggerated or fititious accounts,
therefore are only perufed as a means of en-
tertainment, rather than improvement. This
is polluting the very {prings of knowledge, for
though it mufl be allowed, that in former ages,
-modes and cuftoms differed widely from our
prefent 1ideas, the diftinions of right <and
wrong will never vary; but in every period
be preferved or violated, according to the good
or bad propenfions of mankind. I fincerely
wifh you may read nothing but what you may
retain for improvement : and to attain this end,
be cautious what books you perufe. There are
many perfons whofe reading 1s {o diffufive,
their underflandings may be compared to a
warehoufe, which contains nought but lumber
and uncouth materials; but yours, I hope,
will be efteemed a mufeum of invaluable pro-
ducttions, confifting of natural endowments, em-
bellithed by judicious cultivation.

Lady

L Lot
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Lady Lowui/a.

‘What kind of behaviour do you recommend

in Adverfity ?

Mentoria.

That which will neceffarily be produced by
confidence in the infinite attributes of God,
and the wifdom and juftice of Divine Provi-
dence. An entire fubmiffion to his will, ren-
ders the afflitted refigned to the lot afligned
them. Itisincompatible with vital Chriftianity,
to murmur at, the difpenfations of God, or to
fuppofe that temporal bleflings are the moft de-
{irable attainments. It is my conflant prayer,
my dear pupils, that you may acquit yourfelves
i every period of your exiftence, with beco-
ming dignity and condefcenfion ; that in Prof
perity you may not be elated, nor in Adver-
fity deprefled, beyond the due bounds of re-
{ignation and gratitude. :

To clofe all, let me carnefily entreat you to
hold faft the profeflion of your faith without
wavering, by looking forward with confidence
to the Captain of your falvation, who died for
your fins, and rofe again for your juftification.
Iet the example of his fortitude ftrengthen you
in the hour of affliftion ; colleét your thoughts
when they are eager in the purfuit of worldly

2 Bl gratifications ;
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gratifications ; and raife your affeétions to things
above: then will you moft affuredly, when
you have done his will here on earth, be ex-

alted to the habitations of the blefled in hea-
ven, where there is fulnefs of joy, and peace

for evermore!
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