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A D VE R TIS E IVI E N To 

THE f0-1lowing Dialogues were· 

pre rented in manufcript to the Prin

cefs Royal; in confequence 
I 

of the 

approbation they met with, the Au

thor obtained the honour and gra

cious permiffion, of dedicating her 

, performance to her Royal High 0 

nefs. 





TO HER ROY AL H l G H N ES 

T HE PRINCESS ROYAL~ 

May i't pleafe your R0Ja'l Highnefi~ 

GilACIOUSiLY' to' accept my 

£dl: literary production; which was 

profeffedly written for the infiruc:. 

tion and amtifement of young 

minds-; if it produces- that · effe&, 

and gains your Royal Highnefs,'s 

Approbatiom, I £hall obtain the u1ti-

A 4 n1ate 
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D E D I C A T I O N. 

n1ate end of my willies. I difclaim 

the ufual fiyle of Dedication ; as 

being incompatible with the Since

rity I profefs, and praB:ife~ Flat

tery, like poifon, is certain in it'"s 

operations, and defl:ruB:ive in it's 

confequences : various are the 

1neans of infufing this mental evil ; 

but thofe never fail of obtaining 
f uccefs, which ·are minifiered in the 

pleafing femblance of deferved ap-

plaufe. Deign to receive my ardent 

prayers, that your Royal Highnefs 

may attain every poffible degree o f 

perfeB:ion ! and that you may be 

good, 
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good, as well as great; great by 

Royal defcent, but fuperior by ex

emplary virtue! Let me earnefily 

entreat your Royal Highnefs, not 

to difappoint the hopes of an ex

pecting nation, vvho feek in your 

Royal Highnefs, a continuation of 

tbofe amiable qualities, which fo 

eminently difiinguifh our mofi gra-

cious Queen : firive l~ke her to gain 

univerfal approbation -; make her 

the model of your conduct; and 

may God grant you grace, fo 

c1ofe1y to copy the bright original., 

that two fuch animating pi0ur.es 

A 5 may 



D E D I C A T I O N. 

may influence the manners of pof

terity, and enhance the merit of 

Fem ale Virtue ! 

I am, with profound Ref pea, 

Your Royal Highnefs's 

Moll Obedient and Faithful Servant,. 

ANN MURRY. 
Tettenbam High-Crofs, 

April 81 1 778. 



P R E F A C E. 

T HE Author of the following 
, . 

Dialogues, 1n confonnity ro 

cuflom, dee1ns it nece:ffary to aJlege 

fome reafon, and offer fome excufe 

for prefonting them to· the publif o 

She is confcious of their defects, and 

therefore trufls t,hat the plan, rather 

than the execution, will enf ure 

their future fuccefa•. In their b€-

half fhe begs lea,ve to plead, that 

they were originally written for the 

u fe of her pu p-ils : the · advantages 

they derived from- them, added 

A6 to 



P R E F A C E. , 

to the repeated folicitations of her 

fri~nds, were the chief motives of 

their publication. 

She is aware that juftice may urge 

the critics to pafs a fevere fentence 

on h~r performance ; but as what

ever faults may be in it, llie fincere

]y wifhes to amend, fo il1e can af

f ure them, that vanity bore no 

fhnre in her undertaking fo arduous 

a tafk, which was perhaps fupe

nor to her abilities ; yet as 1t 

.feemed particularly fuited to the 

natu re of her employ, fhe was 

ten1pted to combat the difficulties 

,vhich attended it, and vvill think 

3 her 
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her labors amply re\varded, if the 

fyfiem fhe has formed, fhould prove 

infirumental in advancing the pro

grefs of virtue !· 

Dialogue and fable are in gene• 

ral efieemed the befi vehicle to 

convey infiruB.ion, as they 1 ure 

the mind into knowledge, and 

imperceptiby condua 1t to the 

goal of W ifdo111. This mode of 

practice often fucceeds, ·where 

formal precept fails, and might 

produce an happy effea, if it were 

more frequently adopted. 

The younger part of her readers, -

are earnefily entreated to improve 

their 
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their intel-Ieclual faculties with urr• 

wearied affrduity,. a-nd as the·Autho:r 

rejoices in the opportunity now of

fered her, of cafiing in her mite, 

towards the accumulating flock 

·which is to enrich their underfiand

ings,. fhe begs they· will pay atten

tion, not only to particular., but ge~ 

neral inflrua1.ons; in the latter clafs, 

t-he following Pages are included, 

whiah ll1e hopes, like· a nofegay 

co1npofed of different flow·ers, will 

difpenfe their fragrance, and prove 

an agreeable compound .! 
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PREFACE 

TO THE 

TH I R D E D I T I O N. 

THE Author begs leave to re-

turn thanks to that Public to 

whofe candor fhe imputes the favor

able reception of the fonner Edi

tions of this Work. As a token of 

her gratitude, llie has endeavored 

_to render it more deferving their 

patronage, by fome neceffary cor-

reaions, and confiderable additions 

in the Geographical part ; which 

Ihe offers as the means of rendering 

her performance of more diffufive 

- utility in the line of education, 
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DI ALO G U E I. 

M O N D A Y. 

On Indi1firy, Truth, and Sincerity. 

Mentoria. 

A S your improvement, my dear Ladies, 
engroffes my whole attention, I propofe ' 

employing the remainder of the morning in· 
.pointing out thofe meafures I think wi-11. ~c , 
mofi conducive to it. I am not fo rigid as to 
exclude amufement from the fyfiem which I 
mean to form ; though I wi{h but a f mall por
tion of your time to be f pent in trifling purfuits . 
There is fcarcely any thing of more importance, 
and, what is more extraordinary, lefs attended 
to, than habitual IND lT STR Y. So clearly am 
I convinced of the adyantages which ar.ife from . 
the praaice of this virtue, that, in the pro
fecution of my prefent plan, I intend to allo' . 
- nne employ to every hour in the day, and · 
,all endeavour to blend inftruEtion with arhufe- ' 

B ment; 



~ ON INDUSTRY, TRUTH, 

ment; as they do not appear to me the lea fr 

incompatible; though, from the p:·ejudice of 

weak minds, they are ufually confidered fo. 

The thoughtlefs and inconfiderate receive in

firuaion Iike a medicine, and nauf eate the 

draught; but partake of the banquet of amufe

ment with as much eafe and pleafure as if it 

were their daily food. If we were to examine 

thefe different qualities with minute attention, 

we fhould find they often differ only in the 

name. Many purfuits, where pleafure is the 

end propofed, produce difgufi. and pain; whil.fl:, 

on the contrary, thofe avocations, whi~h feem 

attended with difficulty, reward the labour of 

fuch as furmount them, with kn::;Yledge and 

glory. 
Lady Mary. 

My d~ar Mentoria, are we al·ways to be read~ 

ing, working, or writing, and never play ? 

Mentoria. 

Certainly not, my dear : my prefent objcB: 

rs to diverfify your purfuits, and to regulate 

them in fuch a manner, that, whilfi. you are 

feeking improvement, you may be amufed. 

The judicious choice and difpofition of the 

agreeable and ufeful qualifications of the mind, 

produce the fame effecl in a human chara8:er, 
as 



AND SINCERITY . 

~s the cc a trafl of light and fhade does in a fine 
piaure; it conftitutes the beauty and intrinfic 
value of both. 

Lady Louifa. 
I think we are always employed. How 

much time we f pend · in getting our Ieffons ! I 
-often lament I have not more time to play. 

Mentoria. 
I agree with you, L ady Louifa, in thinking 

y ou fpend a great deal of your time in getting 
your leff on ; and I am forry to add, as my opi
nion, often more than is neceffary for the pur-

. pofe. The habitual lndufiry I mean to incul
cate, will, I hope, obviate this objeaion, and 
give me no further caufe of complaint. \Vhen 
you feriouily reflea, that, if you do not per-, 
form your bufinefs in the fpace of time appro
priated to that purpofe, it ,vill interfere with 
your attendance on your Mafiers, or fome other 
branch of your duty; you will be inclined to 
purfoe your fiudies with the attention they de~ 
ferve. The advantage would evidently be your 
.own, as by that means you would' have part of 
your time entirely at your own difpofal . 

Lady l\1ary. 
'\Ji/hat alteration then, my good M entoria, 

do you mean to propofe in our educat io n. 
B 2 JvTrnt rJ/ ia., 
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lvf.~nto-ria. 
None that will affeR your Ladyfbip's peace. 

1 fnall expect never to fee you idle; and fhall 

be difpleafed, if you tell me you have nothing 

to do : always endeavour to fuit your employ 

t0 the cir-cumflances of your fituation , I would 

advife, when you are engaged with your friends~ 

to let your purfuit be of a nature that does not 

require clofe application; as I think it a mark 

of ill-breeding, to beftow great attention on any 

objeR, which does not immediately conduce to 

.their amufement. 

Lady Louifa. 

I fuppofe, as you are fo fond of reading, 

you will expeR it to employ great part of our 

time. 
ftfentoria. 

You are miftaken, my dear ; I am no friend 

to perfons of your age fpending much time in 
reading, except thofe who are capable and 

willing to correR their errors. For though by 

lndu!hy you may comprehend the meaning of 
words, you can never attain the juft pronuncia

tion, but by the inftruRion of an intelligent 

lllind. 
Lady Marji. 

I cannot yet <lifcover, my dear Mentoria, m 

)'\:hat you mean to differ from our ufual mode 
of 
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ef pra8:ice : are we to be detained longer with 
you in the morning ? 

lvlentoria. 

It is not my intention to keep you one moment 
longer than the ufual time. It is not the number: 
.;:,£ hours, but the ufe you make of them, which 
will fecure your improvement. The mental, as 
well as the corporeal faculties, derive the moft 
advantage from t-hat fufienance, which is admini
.fiered in fmall quantities; the lighter the quality,. 
the eafier it is digelled, and more conducive to 
the fupport and nourifhment of the whole f yfiem .. 

Lady Louifa. 
What are the peculiar advantages of Indu.flry,. 

my good Mentoria? 

Mentoria', 

They are of fuch general utility, it 1s un
poffible to enumerate them : thofe who are 
di.fringuiilied by any extraordinary qualities·, 
are commonly indebted to this virtue for the 
fuperior excellence they have attained. Many 
ufeful difcoveries are produced by chance, 
which could never be brought to perfe8:ion 
w-ithout the aid of Indufiry. I cannot produce 
a .frronger infiance to prove the efficacy of. 
Indufiry; than the advantages Demo.frhenes 

B 3 derived 
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derived from this virtue. His example o.ugb.t. 

to teach us, that few difficulties are infur-· 

mountable; for by nature he ·was not defigncd 

for an Orator, as his voice was weak and inhar

monious, and his manner ungraceful. \Vith 
thefe defe8:s, it is wonderful he applied hirn

' felf to the fiudy of eloquence,. as of all others 

it feemed the leafi fuited to his abilities. In 
order to remove the fiammering articulation 

of his words , he ufed to declaim on different 

fobjeas with pebbles in his mouth, when he 

was afcending fieep places, which firengthened 

his powers of refpiration. To accuftom him

felf to the noife of the Courts of Jufiice, he 

frequently made orations by the fea -fide, when 

the wav~s were mo:fl: tempeftu0us. He was no 

lefs attentive to his a8:ion and general deport

ment : as he was confcious he had contra8:ed 

a bad habit of, llirugging up his fhoulders, he 

caufed a pulpit to be ere8:ed on fuch a par

ticular con:fl:ru8:ion, with an halberd hanging 

over it , in which he nfed to pra8:ife his de

clamations, that whenever the vehemence of 

his a8:ion prompted him to exceed the proper 

bounds, the halberd proved an ufeful monitor. 

His wifdom fugge:fl:ed to him the neceffity of 

dofc application: he therefore had a fiudy 

built under ground, where he ufed to feclud e 

himfelf 
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himfeif from. the world, and often not appea1 

for tw0 or three months. Whilfr he was i i! 

this retirement, he fhaYed but one fide of hi.., 

head, that he might nut be tempted to ap_pea:· 

in public. 

Lady Louifii. 

I am -afl:onillied he had fuch refolulion : I 

flare fay his friends ufed to laugh at him. 

Mentoria. 

The difcouragement, my dear; he met with, 

enhances the · merit of his perfeverance; for, 

notwithfranding on his firfi appearance he 

was received with univerfal difapprobation, 

and even filenced by the hiffes_of the populace, 

fo far from dif continuing his purfuit, he re

doubled his affiduity, and at lafr became one of 

the mofr eloquent men of the age. 

Lady Louifa. 

Do you think, my dear Madam, if I were 

to try and take great pains, I fhould fing as well 

as Signora Sefrini ? 

Mentoria. 

Try the experiment ; always point out thofo 

as a model who excel; by which means you 

wiH acquire a tolerable degree of proficiency in 

B 4 th~ 
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the art you admire, though you may not be able 
to attain the fame degree of excellence. 

Lady Mary. 

I am furprifed more perfons do not follow the 
example of Demofrhenes. 

}ll.entorz'a. 

Few perfons, my dear, are confcious of their 
own defeas. It is neceffary to be fenfi.ble of 
the weaknefs of our fiate, before we can endea
vour to fortify it. Thofe, whofe imperfeaions 
are fo glaring, cannot be ignorant of them; but 
they turn their eyes from the dark fide of the 
piaure, and folace themfelves, that they poffefs 
fame ufeful or agreeable quality, which ferves 
as a counterpoife for thofe in which they are 
defeaive. There is anot~er reafon, which may 
be alleged, why fo few endeavour indufiriouily 
to excel; namely, the repugnance of human 
nature to_ purfue any plan, to which it ha.5 not 
a natural propenfity. There are f carcely any, 
who have refolution to aa direaly contrary to 
their inclination ; and they urge in their de
fence, that the bent of the genius ought to be 
confidered. To fuch perfons I would reply, 
The initit1.tion into all fciences and languages. 
is tedious, and in fome degree laborious. Per-

feverance_ 
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fcv eran ce, however, will enable us to gain the 

fummit, which at our firfi view feemed inac

ceffible : and when we have attained thus fa r, 

we Ihall find the defcent eafy, and the path 

flrewed with flowers, by the fide of refreiliing 

fireams. 

I recollea a few lines I wrote the other' day 

on Indu:llry, which I ,vill now repeat, as they 

are applicable to my prefent purpofe. 

Th' induflrious bee extraas from ev'ry flow 'r 

It's fragrant f wee ts, and mild balfamic pow':r, 

Learn thence, with greatefi care and nicefi lkilI, 

To take the good, a'nd to rejea the ill: 

By her example taught, enrich thy mind, 

Jmprove ki-nd nature's gifts, by fenfe refin 'd ; 

Be t:hou the ho:r.1ey-comb, in whom may dwell 

Each mental fweet, nor leave one. vacant cell. 

Lady Louifa. 

J hope, my dear Mentoria, I Ihall praai-fe 

the excellent leffon contained in thofe · lines . 

What virtue do you efieem and recommend ,__ 

_ nex t to Indu:flry ? 
Mentoria. 

l propofe now, my dearr t0 fubjoin a few 

obfervations on thofe, which ought to be the 

leading principle of your aclions; I mean 

B 5 TRU'IH 
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TRUTH and SINCERITY, which 111 many 
infrances, are fynonymous terms. 

Lady Mary. 
My good lv!entoria, pray, what are fynony

_mous terms ? 
lrientoria. 

vVords, which have a different found, yet 
bear the fame fignification ; fuch as puji,Llani
mity, and cowardice, with many others too. 
tedious to mention. 

Lady Jvlary. 
What refemblance is there between Truth nd Sincerity ? 

Jt.1entoria. 
Truth is the mother of Sincerity, who pof

f~ffes all the amiable qualities of her excellent 
parent, and yields implicit obedience to her 
laws. 

Lady Louifa. 
If I could not poffefs both thefe virtues, 

which ought I to chufe ? 

Mentoria. 
They are bound by fuch {hong ties, 1t 1s 

impofiible to difunite them: as, wherever Truth 
.fixes her refidence, Sincerity is always found 
her canfiant attendant. 

Lady 
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Lady lvl.ary. 

I have always been taught the necellity of 

fpeaking truth; and hope never to err from it • 

.Nlentorz'a. 

I would earne.fily advife you, not only to 

avoid being guilty of advancing an abfolute 

falfehood, but alfo to guard againfi the f1ighte!l 

deviation from truth. In every fyfiem of laws 

are fpecified different degrees of trefpaff es, and 

punifhments annexed,. proportionate to the 

offence committed. Thus, many perfons, who 

would fhudder at the thought of being gnilty of 

any violent affault on the Eves Qr properties of 

their fellow-creatures, make no fcruple to in. 

jure them in a point which more effentially 

affeas their happinefs. In like manner, many, 

who would be fhotked with the idea of openly 

violating the laws of Trut~ by telling a direB: 

he, make a confrant praaice of extenuating 

fome circumfiances, and exaggerating others~ 

as befr fuits their purpofe. It is to this con

dua we are indebted for the mif-confiruaion 

of mofi aaions : the ~oncealment of fome fa

vourable incident often produces the fame 

confequences, as the mofi full and elaborate 

confeffion of guilt. From which it evidently 

appears, we are bound by the ftrongefi ties to· 

B 6 exprefs 
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exprefs every thing as it really is; neither to 
varni{h a bad aaion with the weak excufe, th.at 
it is a general praaice, and, as fuch~ ought to 
be confidered lefs atrocious ; nor D1ould our 
zeaf in any caufe ever induce us to temporize, 
and give evidence again.fl our judgment< 

Lady Louifa. 
I fuppofe,. my dear Mentoria, you would be 

extremely dif pleaf ed, if you difcovered in me 
an untruth. 

lvlentoria. · 
It would give me infinite concern, my dear, 

as I fhould fear, it would give your friends an 
unfavourable opinion of you, and, in fome 
degree, cafr a frigma on your future reputation. 
The path of Truth is fo wide and ftraight, I 
am furprif ed, any perfon fhould prefer the laby
rinth of falfehood and deceit; as it's windings 
are fo intricate, that few find their way out, 
though they have recourfe to every artifice 
to effea their efcape. 

Lady lvlary. 
It would mortify me exceedingly to_have the 

truth of what I advanced dif put ed. 

lvlr:ntoria. 
You are perfe&ly right, my good Lady 

Mary; there cannot poffibly be a more humi
liating 



AND SINCERITY, 

liating circumfiance. I would wifh your repu

tation £or veracity to be fo firmly efiablifhed, 

that yotif: bare tefiimony would carry as firong 

<::onviaions1 a.'- the mofi folemn protefiations-., 

In order: to avoid your honour being called in 

queflion, deal as little as poffible in the mar

vellous ; i10r ever affirm the truth of an im

probable circumfiance, without you faw the 

tranfa.aion, and are convinced of it's reality._ 

There is another fpecies of falfehood I fhall 

particularly guard you again.fl:, as it courts us 

under a pleafing form, and confequently blinds 

our judgment: I mean the bad habit of re

peating things as jokes, which have no founda

tion in truth; and alfo a fuppofition, that a 

falfity can be innocent, if it does not prejudice 

another. Thofe who indulge themfelves in this, 

prallice, foon exceed the -bounds which even 

their own imagination can allow to be inno-

cent; as there are very few fo depraved, as to, 

plunge at once into the depth of vice, but pro

ceed from a flight deviation from virtue,. to an 

open violation and contempt of her laws. 

Lady Mary. 

I am certain, my dear Madam, what you 

have faid, will prevent my ever telling fiories. 

}/lent oria-. 
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Mentoria. 
I £hall now proceed to po.int out the advan

tages, which arife from SINCERITY. The· 
praaice of truth naturally produces this virtue ;. 
as thof e, who accufiom themfelves to make
no promifes, but what they intend tc pf>rform,. 
or do not undertake what they think they can
not execute, never fail of poffeffing this- amiable
quality, which fiamps- a value, and diffufes a 
nveetnefs, over all their aaions. 

Lady Louifa. 
How are we to know, when people are 

:fincere ? 
lvlentoria. 

vV e are indifpenfably bound to confider 
every body in that light, till they have· given 
us jufi caufe to be of a contrary opinion. It 
is more con-fifi.ent with true charity, to deem a 
perfon innocent,. till there is full and clear. 
conviHion of his guilt. It would render our 
intercourfe with fociety painful,. if ,.ve were 
to fufpea the profeffions of our friends, and 
put an ill-confiruaion upon their kind offices. 
Common prudence forbids our ~hinking, that 
every perfon, who treats us with civility and 
attention, is deeply interefi.ed in our welfare .. 
Neither are we to take the ~attering compli-

3 ments 
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ments of our acquaintance in a literal fenfe, as 

they too often are not the reql fentiments of 

their hearts. 
Lady Mary. 

Do not perfons, who are fincere, always keep 

their word, and are they not confrant in friend

fhip? 
lvlentoria. 

Elfe they could not be efl:eemed finoere .. 

It is neceffary to inform your Ladyfhip, there· 

are two kinds of promifes ; the one abfolute, 

the other conditionaL The former ought to 

be performed, though to our own pr<::judice or 

inconvenience : the latter, from intervening 

circumfl:ances may be pofl:poned,. and even 

annihilated. Refpeaing confl:ancy in friend

fhip, there requires little to be faid, to evince 

the neceffity of our being fl:eady in our attach

ments, and faithful in our engagem€nts. We 

fhould be cautious in the choice of our friends, 

and e;er choofe to affociate with thofe, who 

poffefs valuable, rather than fhining qualities. 

Lady Louifa. 

I foppofe, we :fhould never forfake our 

friends, whatever changes h~ppen to take place 

in their fituation~ 

Mentoria. 
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Mentoria .. 
No alteration in their outward condition 

ought to leifen your affe8:ion for them. On 
the contrary, if they labour under any afflic
tion, or have felt any !hock in their fortune, 
you fl10uld indufirioufly feek every opportunity 
to convince them, they are not of lefs confe
quence in your efieem. You ought alfo to 
be more obfervant in paying them every mark 
of attention, than when they were your equals ; 
left they afcribe your negligence to pride, and 
confider it as an infult offered to their fitua
tion •. 

Lady Mary. · 
If any of my friends, my dear Mentoria, 

were to a8: in;onfifient with prudence, would 
it be blameable to forfake them ? 

Mentoria. 
The bonds of friendfhip, under particular 

circumfiances, may be broken, notwithfland
ing it is a ferious and folemn engagement. 
For infiance, if a young lady of your ac
quaintaince was a r10torious flory-teller, or dif
obedient to her parents, I !hould not only 
think it a pardonable, but a juflifiable rnea
fure, to .flrike her from the lift of your friends ; 

aS 
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2s you are no further obliged to affociate with 

a dangerous companion, than you would be 

required to vi fit her, if fhe were infeaed by 

the plague. In both cafes, moft probably the 

contagion would f pread ; _ the latter would only 

endanger you1 conftitution, but the former 

would prejudice what is infinitely of more 1m

portance, your reputation l 

Lady Louifa. 

Are there any other duties belonging to Sin._ 

cerity ? 
Mentoria. 

The keeping of fecrets, is a branch of Sin

cerity, on which it is neceffary for me to make 

a few obfervations. You ought never to betray 

the truft repofed in you, or divulge any cir

cumfiance your friend willies to conceal : as 

nothing can render a perfon more contempQ 

tible, than a breach of confidence. 

Lady Mary. 

I fuppofe there would be no harm, if I told 

you, only, the fecrets I was entrufted with. 

lvlentoria .. 

Your Ladyfhip will fcarcely believe, notwith

franding you mean to pay me a compliment, 

that 
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that I fhould for this be extremely difgufied 
with you; and be apt to imaginet you would 
divulge my concerns- to your young acqt aint
ance. WhateYer injunaions you lay me under 
not to fpeak of the anecdotes- you had reveal
ed., if I chofe to break through them, you 
could not with jufiice upbraid me, as you had 
been guilty of the fame offence. I beg you will 
avoid referve and duplicity in your condua. 
If your actions are regulated by the rules 
herein prefcribed, · concealment will be unne. 
ceffary. Vanity, and felf-importance, induce 
many perfons to be treacherous, with no other 

~ view, than to increafe their confequence: by 
which means they countera& their own pur
pofe, in convincing us, they were unworthy 
the trufi repofed in them ;. and ought to be 
:fhunned as traitors. 

Lady lvlary . 

I fancy my good Mentoria, you are no friend 
to fecrets. 

Mentoria. 

No perfon can be lcfs myflerious in their 
own concerns, than I am ; though none can 
retain a fecret more inviolably. If I think it 
prudent, and for the advantage of my friends, 
to conceal any circumfiances or event of their 

lives, 
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lives, I do not iequire to be bound by pro

mifes, or any other ties : but am guided by 

the (;hnfi.ian principle, of " doing to others as 

I would they .fhould do unto me." 

Lady Louifa. 

I hope, my dear Lady Mary, we fhaII both 

be exa&ly what good Mentoria wifhes. How 

r~joiced fhe will be to fee us dillinguifhcd by 

the amiable qualities of Truth, Sincerity, and 

Indufiry. 
lYientoria. 

Blend them with the three Chrifrian v1r4 

tu~s, Faith, Hope, and Charity; and on fuch 

a bafis, you cannot fail to raife a fair temple, 

which you are indifpenfably bound to dedicate 

to virtue. 

Obey her diaates, at her altar bend; 

Convinc'd fhe is thy true, and furefi friend. 

Whene'er in error's maze thou chance to flray, 

Her voice recalls, and clears the doubtful way. 

Dire&ed thus by her unerring laws, 

Trace all thy bleflings to their Fir!l: Great Caufe ! 

The great Creator wifely does dif penfe, 

To all his creatures, diff'rent kinds of fenfe : 

To fome he mini!l:ers the gifts to pleafe, 

And pafs thro' life, with. unaffected eafe; 
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On others, kindly pours a depth profound, 
The darke:11 my:ll'ries clearly to expound. 
Yet all are equal objeB:s of his care, 
Each individual the undoubted heir 
Of future blifs, prepar'd with m; ght

1 
Io"~, 

For all the righteons, in the realms above L 



D I A L O G U E II. 

T J E S D A Y. 

On Orthography, and the Pracrical 

Ufe of Grammar. 

}llentoria. 

My dear Ladies, as you have gone through 

your different exercifes entirely to my 

fatisfaaion, I {hall now lay down fome rules 

to accelerate your progrefs in EngliD1 Gram

mar. As you have in the courfe of y.our 

leff ons acquired the know ledge of Nouns., Pro- . 

nouns, Adverbs,. and Participles, :it fhall be my 

prefent endeavour to reduce them to a pr:ac- · 

tical fyfiem. It is needle.fa, to inform your 

Ladyfhips, that thofe who are defeaive in Or
thography, though in an exalted fiation of life, 

are never ranked in the clafs of ,,.,,hat is ufoally 

:!bled 
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fiiled good company. Their elevation renders 
their imperfeRions more conf picuous, and the 
refleRion, that they have negleEled to make a 
proper ufe of the opportunities granted them 
to improve their talents, fu~jeRs the111 to ridi
cule and contempt; whilfi the poor, whofe 
fituation in life excludes them from every 
fource of mental cultivation, excite our pity, 
and demand our affifiance. As their ignorance 
cannot be imputed as a fault, the errors which 
are the natural confequ-ence of it, :!hould never 
be noticed, but from the humane motive of 
difpelling the darknefs which obfcures their 
u-n.derfianding. This is a tafk of fuch a tender 
nature., ·it requires the hand of a fkilful artifi 
to perform the operation ; lefi, while we mean 
to heal, we wound. 

Lady Mary. 

I am much obliged to you~ my dear Madam, 
for the pains you take to improve me., and Lady 
Louifa; and hope by our affiduity, to make 
you a fuitable return. I am very defirous to 
fpeak and write correEl-ly. The attention I pay 
to your infiruRions, I hope, will in a fhort 
ii.me produce the de~red effect. 

Lady 
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Lady Louija. 

My good Mentoria, I have formed the fame 

refolution ; whicb, I hope, ,...,,ill make amend 

for my former negligence. -

Menloria. 

If, my dears, your future condu8: fhall be 

:eonfi.fl:ent with your prefent declaration, I 

cannot doubt the advance of your improve

ment : your attainments will be the reward of 

my labours. Infancy, like the Spring, is the 

-time to fow the feed; which fir.fl: bloIToms, then 

.comes to full maturity~ and at la.fl decays. I 

.hope the foil of your underfranding is fo fer

tile, and the culture fo well attended to, that 

the buds c>f kn6wledg@ will expand before the 

:ufual time~ and be prematurely ripeA 

Lady lviary.. 

Ho-w rejoiced, my dear Mentoria, you will 

'be, to fee us more accomplifhed, than young 

ladies of our age ufually are. 

lvlentoria. 

I -fhould be exceedingly mortified, to find 

you defe8:ive in any branch of your education. 

I think, at prefent there feems no probability 

.of my fuffering any inconvenience on that ac-
count. 
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count. I will now purfu~ my fcheme, and 
endeavour to make fome obfervat10ns on the 
ufe of Grammar; which, I hope, will be of 
future fervice to you. I fhall begin, by fup
pofing you in company with a little girl about 
your own age; who would perhaps fay, "Pray, 
Lady Mary, , when were you at the play ? 
When my aunt and I was there, it was yafily 
foll of company. Sir George and Lady Sim
ple, difzres their compliments to you, and hopes 
you are well, and wijhes to know how them 
pretty flowers of yours goes on." I hear you 
reply, My Go·,;ernefs, Mifs Simple, teaches 
me, when I fpeak in or of the Plural, always 
to fay were inftead of was: or if I addrefs my 
difcourfe in the fi.ngular number, to make ufe 
of the words, difzres, finds, hopes, enquires, 
wijhes. And when I fpeak of perfons, :fhe 
direas .me to fay, they, thefe, them, who, 
whom; but when I mention inanimate things, 
always to fub.flitute the word which for wlzom. 
Examples. To whom do you fpeak? Or who 
told you fo ? Are thefe things yours ? fVhicli 
of thefe apples do you choofe ?" 

Lady Louifa. 
I clearly comprehend thefe examples: but 

wiil1 to know the difiinclion of thefl and thefe. 
lvlentoria. 
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Mentoria. 

I will readily comply with your requeil:. 

The term thife implies poffeffion. Example

« Thife flowers in my hand:" and is often ufed 

to exprefs the prefent time, as in this infiance. 

In tlzr:fe days of refinement : ,,vhil.!l thefe is a 

word relative, or ufed in reference to fome 

difiant objea; as tlzqfe books on the table: 

and is frequently ufed to denote a pa.fl tranfac

tion. Example-" In thqfe early days, fuper

ftition prevailed." I !hall now proceed to ex

plain the words, hence, thence, and whence, and 

their conneaion with lzere, there, and where. 

For inflance, \ Vhilfi I am lzere, I will ride ; 

but when I go from hence, I will walk. I in

tend to read the Spec1ators, when I am theu; 

bnt when I go from thence, I propofe to em~ 

broid'er a fire-fcreen. From whence did you 

bring this? Which implies, T,Vhere did you meet 

with it ? I !hall conclude this differtation by 

i enquiring, whether you rememb.er the Epicene 

Nouns. 

Lady Mary. 

Are they not thofe which may with equal 

propriety be applied to the Mafculine ~nd 

Feminine Gender 

C l'vlenteria. 
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lvl.entoria. 

You are -perfeclly right, as to the genera.l 
idea. I fhall enumerate a few particular in
ftances; which, I hope, will enable you to form 
a competent knowledge of this branch of 
Grammar. Example - The terms, Parent, 
Children, Friend, Neighbour, Coufin, Servant~ 
are all Epicenes. 

Lady Louifa. ' 

My dear Mentoria, nothing can be more 
clear. Lord and Lady H. are my Parents; Lord 
George and myfelf are their ~Children. The 
Duke and Dutchefs of D. are my friends; Sir 
Charles and Lady F. my neighbours; Lo1d 
William and Lady Frances S. my Coufins; and 
Thomas and Kitty, Servants. 

Mentoria. 

It gives me great pleafure to find your 
.Ladyfhip fo attentive to my in:fhuclions : you 
.could not poffibly have given me a .flronger 
proof of your profiting by them, than the juft 
.comparifon you have drawn. 

Lady Louifa. 

I hope I fhall foon be able to exprefs myfelf 
,vith great accuracy. I am fore, my good 

3 Mentoria9 
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Mentoria, you will learn me to fpeak and write 
jufi as I ought to do. 

Mentorza. 

There requires nothing more to produce 
this happy change, than a fixed determination 
to obferve and imitate the comTerfation and 
condu8: of thofe, who are eminent for their 
great attainments. You was guilty of a palpa
ble mifiake iIT the fpeech you have j ufr made. 
You faid, I fhould learn you to f peak well : 
'when in reality, the infl:ruElor teaclzes, and the 
fcholar learns. I iliall beg you for the future, 
to attend to this difiin8:ion. Perfe8:ion in an 
art or fcience, is not eafily attained: you mufl 
not imagine you have gotten to your journey's 
·end, when in reality you are advanced but a 
few paces; yet be encouraged by the pleafing: 
affurance, that every frep you take, remove 
you further from ignorance, and will at laft 
condu8: y-ou to the goal of wifdom ! 

Lady Mary. 

As you have frequently enjoined me to a{k. 
the meaning of eve1y word I do not com◄ 
prehend. I beg you will inform me wbat 
Sc I ENCE is? 

C 2 Mmtoria • 
.. 



2~ ON ORTHOGRAPHY, AND . 

. liientoria. 

Your Ladyfhip has anticipated my intention; 

as it was my fixed purpofe to referve the dif

cuffi.011 of that point to fome-future opportunity. 

A laconic or concife anfwer mufl: fuffice for 

the prefent; as I intend to fubjoin a few re

marks on the articulation of letters and words, 

and alfo point out fome capital miflakes, as 

they appear to me nece{fary appendages for the 

foregoing obfervations. Science is a general 

term for all human learning: though ,vhen an

nexed to the idea of Arts, is confined to thofe 

taught in the univerfities, or other feminaries 

of learning: fuch as grammar, aflronomy, logic, 

~hetoric, arithmetic, geometry, and mu.fie. 

Lady Louifa. 

!Yiy dear Ivlentoria, as you are going t-0 enu

merate errors in fpeech, I fuppofe, Mifs Sim

ple will furnifh you with many examples. I 

obferved, the lafi time I was in company with 

her, !he pronounced many words wholly dif

ferent from what I am taught. 

Mentoria. 

I fuppofe,, my dear, !he has not been in

frm8:ed at all ; or, what is ftill worfe, probably 

flighted 
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flighted the admonitions of her Governcfa, 

who might, notwith.fl:anding, be- a fenfible, 

well-bred woman. 1- have obferved, arnongft 

many other errors, fhe always fays perdz~i"ous, 

in.fl:ead of prodigious ; or if D1e means to dc

fcribe a perfon of an open and candid difpo

fition, fhe expreifes herfelf by the word inge

nious; vvhich ilie mifiakes for ingenuous., If 

fhe defcribes an outragious perfon, Ihe fays, 

They are o~jlropolous, in:flead of oljlreperous. 

Speaking of a venemous creature, fhe faid, it 

was an obnoxious animal; which fhe miflook 

for the word noxious, that fignifies the l:eing 

hurtful in it's nature ; the term obnoxious only 

implying the being liable, or fubjea to any 

thing. Whenever :fhe talks to a perfon in a 

weak fiate, who is obliged to be dieted, fl1e 

fays, he is reduced to a regiment, inflead of 

regimen. If fhe intends to · defcribe the ufual 

methods, which are taken to bring an offender 

to jufi:ice, Ihe informs you, he is paficutecl. 

She is totally ignorant, that the word per:Jecute 

is improperly applied, except to exprefs the 

hardihips many have undergone, in defence of 

their religious principles; and does not, in 

the leafi, convey the idea of a legal prqfe-

cution. 
Lady 
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Lady, }.fary. 
I often blu!h for her, when :!he pretends to 

fpeak. French; as ilie generally pronounces it 
improperlr. 

1Uentoria. 

I bave 11eard her frequently fay, bone mott., 
for bon mot; fax pafl, for faux pas. Or if 
:lhe meets with the word corps, which figni
fies a colleElive body of men, foe calls it corJ?fe, 
,\ hich, in Engliih, means a dead body. The 
olher day, ilie was defcribing a fracas, o.r dif
turbance, which had happened in the family; 
which fhe declared was the worfl fracajs ihe 
h;-i<l ever feen. 

Lady Louifa. 
l'pon my word, my dear Madam, the er

rors of Mifs Simple's converfation appear to 
me in fo difagreeable a light, I do no.t think 
I {ha 1 ever take pleafure in her company. 
\~/henever I hear her fpeak, I foall endeavour 
to corre8: her errors. 

Mentoria. 

Your intention, my dear Lady Louifa 1s 
very go-ocl ; yet I would ever wiih you to 
avoid a co:ifcious fuperiority. A degree of 
modefl: difficlence fhould attend all your ac
twns. \Vhenever you gtve your opinion, 

(which, 
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(which, at rour age, ought never to be done 

Hnafked) you fhould cleliYer your fentiments ,\·ith 

l1eference to thofe of fuperior judgment. This 

turn of ·mind will not obfcure your merit; as 

1-nodcfty adds a grace to every other virtue. 

The modefr fnow-drop, emblem of fair truth, 

Conyeys this le:ffon to the thoughtlefs youth : 

That una:ff uming worth ·will ever find 

A ·warm reception in a gen'rous mind l 

Lady .Nlary. 

My dear Mentoria, I fuppofe you will now 

_give fome direRions, how the different letters 

are to be articulated. 

Mentorz'a. 

I will endeavour to exprefs my fentiments as 

concife as poffible, and never ufe technical 

terms, but when they are abfol utely neceffary. 

Lady Louifa. 

Pray what are technical terms, my dear 

Mentoria? I never heard of them before. 

l\llentoria. 

They are thofe terms, which 

any particular art or fcience. A 

C 4 

belong to 

knowledge 

of 



32 ON ORTHOGRAPHY, AND 

of which cannot be acquired, but by applying 
diligently t-o the arts ; or attention to the con
verfation of thofe, who are converfant in them. 
The language of an architea, painter, or ma
thematician, would appear unintelligible to 
you: yet no other words would fo we11 exprefs 
their meaning. 

Lady Maiy. 

Now, my good Mentoria, purfue your plan. 

1Vl.entoria. 

I fhall begin, by informing you of the ufe 
of Diphthongs. Example-l.£fop is to be read 
Efop ; as the double letter takes the found of the 
fingle E. The words Oepidus, and Oeconomy, 
are pronounced agreeable to the fame rule. 
\/\Then two confonants precede a vowel, that 
which joins to the Yowel forms the found, 
as in the word Ptolemy, which is read To
lemy; or in Czar, the title of the Emperor 
of Ruffia, ufually called the Zar. l fl1all now 
fpecify a few inftances, where the H is mute; 
as in the word clzart, which figni£es a map, 
and fhould be pronounced cart. The v,·ords 
chaos, and clza01beate, are fubj ea to the fame 
rule; as alfo magna charta, vvhich is the law 
that conftitutes the freedom of the Englifh 

nation. 
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nation. vVhen two letters of the fame fort 

join, the firfr is generally founded hard ; ·as ir.i. 

acc~/s, accept, accelerate. An ~xception to this 

rule is evident, in the ·words accord, accz!lc, 

and accumulate. VVhen an N follows an lvI, 

the found of the N is wholly lo:11; as in l~vmn, 

condemn, &c. If a G precedes N, the former 

bears no part in the found; which is evinced 

in the words malign, benign, reign, and fe7'gn. 

When an H follows a P, they neither of them 

preferve their natural found, but are com

pounded into that of the letter F; as plt_-yjician, 

phq/plzorus, and philqjopher. I will not, my 

dear, at prefent, give any olher infi.ance, to 

enforce what I have already faid; fo fhall now 

difmifs you with an exhortation to retain thofe 

I have jufl: recited; which will induce me to 

enlarge foon on this, o:r; any other fubje·a; fo 

adieu! 
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WEDNESDAY. 

On Politenefs, Civility, and 

Gratitude. 

Lady Louifa. 

p RAY, my dear Mentoria, what is to be 

the fubje8: of your infl:ruRions this 

morning? 
Mentoria. 

I really have not determined that point; . 

but believe, they will chiefly confi.fl of re

fieRions that will naturally arife from what

ever engages our attention. 
.. 

· Lady Mary. , r . , 

I have a great favour to afk my g.ood_ Men• 

toria, but have fcarceiy courage to tell you 

what it is ': yet I think you would be inclined 

to grant it. 
C 6 Mentori{{, 
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Lady Louija. 
How fhall we divert ourfelves, my dear 

.!v1entoria ? I hope you will gi,ve me leave to 
make tea. 

A1-entoria. 

You mu:fl regulate your own amufements, 
and perform the duties 9£ the table, both at 
dinner and tea, as I fhall fpend the day out, 
that I may not check your mirth; which, I 
hope, will not exceed the bounds of good fenfe 
and politenefs. 

Lady lv!ary. 
I am afraid, my dear l\tientoria, we fhall be 

very uncomfortable without you ; and be at a 
lofs how to entertain our gue.fis. 

Mentoria. 

To obviate this objeaion, I fhall lay down 
a few rules, to regulate your condua on this, 
and future occafions. Refinement in manners, 
is the only quality which can di.fii~guiill you 
from the lower clafs of people; as :Gncerity, 
benevolence, and many other virtues, are 
not confined to any particular :flation in life: 
though po1itenefs, or what is ufually called 
good breeding, is never poffeffed but by thofe 
whofe undcrftandings are cultivated, and their 

manners 
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manners formed by the fociety of polite, welJ
bred perfons. 

Lady Louifa. 
Will the keeping company with polite pea-• 

p1e make me the fame ? 
Mentoria. 

Unlefs it is your Ladyfhip's own fault, by 
obfrinately perfifring in your errors ; or by 
being inattentive, and negle&ing to make ob
fervations on the manners you ought to imitate. 
This kind of condu&, undoubtedly would 
prevent your making any improvement, and 
would be as abfurd, as if you were to !hut your 
eyes at an exhibition of fine pi8.ures; which 
would prevent your drawing any copy from 
the originals. 

Lady Mary. 
Pray, my dear Mentoria, infrru& us how to 

behave the whole day. I fhould be very forry, 
if we fpoke or acted improperly to Lady Jane, 
or Lady Ann, when they favour us with their 
company. 

Mentoria. 
It is fcarcely poffible to form a fettled plan 

for behaviour, as there are fo many circum· 
:!lances, on which the propriety of it depends : 
fo that it can only be regulated by good fenfe 
and difcretion, which will ever diclate what is 

proper 
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proper to be performed on every occafion. 
Bue, notwith:fl:anding I cannot reduce politenefs 

to a regular fy:fl:em, I will endeavour to point 
out a few of it's efTential qualities. 

Lady Louifa. 

How Ihould we receive our vi:fitors, my 

good lvientoria ? 
li1ent o ria. 

You Ihould endeavour to exprefs how happy 

you are to fee them ; that you have thought 
it long, fince you had lafi that pieafure. You 

:fhould then enquire after their own health, 

and that of every branch of their family : and 

, if any have been ill, congratulate them on .their 
recovery. RefpeEling amufements, you Ihou1d 
never confult your own inclinations, but always 

let thofe of your gue:fl:s take the lead ; and 

never raif e trifling objeEtions to any they pro

pofe. As their entertainment is the chief 

objeEl, you Ihould readily comply with what
ever feems conducive to it. It wo·uld make 

you appear petulant, as well as unpolite, if, 

when they expreffed a defi.re to play at Quef

tions and Commands, you feemed difcontented, 

and declared a preference to play at Blind
man's-Buff. It is alfo incumbent on you, to 

check any little dif putes betweep your younger 
fifter$ 
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fi:flers and brothers; and, fo far from taking 

the leafr part with them, you fhould wnolly 

fupprefs them. This conduEt will make you 

appear in an amiable light, and give Lady 

Jane and Lady Ann a favourable impreffion of 

you. 
Lady Mary. 

I hope, by the help of your kind in:flru£lions, 

v,e fhall behave with propriety, particularly at 

dinner-time. 

Mentoria. 

Do not fuffer your attention to your gue:fls 

fo wholly to take up your thoughts, as to 

make you forgetful of the fuperior obligations 

you owe to your Creator: return him thanks 

fo1 the bleffings he has already granted, and 

implore his future mercies, before you partake 

of the repafl: his Providence has afforded 

you. When this duty is performed, help your 

friends to thofe parts you think befl:, and 

which, in general, feem in the highe:fl: e:fli

mat10n. Let the attention you pay them 

preven tneir requefiing to be helped to any 

particular difh. If they exprefs their approba

tion, and feem to give a preference to any 

part of the entertainment, you fhould requefr 

them to te:flify h_ow much they like it, by eating 

fome more of it. But if they decline your in-

treaties, 
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treaties, do not repeat them ; as perfons, ,vho 
are accu:flomed to good company, feem as much 
at their eafe ,.,.-hen they dine out~ as when they 
are at home; and take it for granted, they are 
as welcome in their friend's honfe, as their 
friend would be in their's. I would advife you] 
at your own, or at c::.ny other table, never to 
choofe thofe things tb~t are rarities, or of which 
there feems but a fmall quantity: though I would 
wi{h this denial not to be vifible, Iefl it occafion 
compliments, and giYe pain to thofe, who have 
chofen the things you refufed. There is ano
ther circum:flance, I fl1all mention, which is, 
never to be warm in the praife of your own 
victuals, or even mention what they coft. Alfo, 
when the dinner difappears, never make i~ ~h~ 
fubjeH of your converfation : the excellence of 
a pie or pudding, fhould never be extolled, but 
when it is on your plate ; as, at the mofl:, they 
deferve but few recommendations. Let me in
treat you, to clofe your meal with thankfgi\·ing 
and praife to the great Caufe, from whence it 
proceeded; which will infpire your mind with 
eafe and cheerfulnefs. 

Lady Louifa. 
But what {hall we talk of, my dear Mentoria, 

when dinner is over? 

Mentoria .• 
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Mentoria. 

That does not wholly depend on your La

dyihip, as converfation confifrs of the fcn ti~ 

ments ot different perfons, mutually expreffcd , 

without referve. Some have the gift of en~ 

livening this pleafing intercourfe, by the bril 
liancy of their wit; others add a grace to it, 
by the depth of their judgment; whilfr there 

are many, who poffefs no extraordinary quali

fications, yet are, neverthelefs, pleafing com

panions, becaufe they are converfant in the af
fairs of the world, or pay attention to others. 

Lady Mary. 

Ought I, my dear Mentoria, to enquire what 

v Jrk they .are about, what books they have 

read, or where they have been? 

Mentoria. 

Yes, my dear, though the bare reply to theie 
quefrions ought not to fatisfy your Lady

Ihip. When you are informed of their differ
ent purfuits, enquire how far they are advanced 
in their embroidery; and whether they think 

it poffible you could execute a piece of the fame 

nature. Ref peaing books, you 010uld exp refs 

a defire to know their opinion of thofe they 

have read, as well as yourfelf, to find if their 
fentiments 
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fentiments correfpond with your own; and alfo 
of new publications, and authors to ,vhich 
you are a fl:ranger; that by their acc0trnt you 
may form an i<lea whether they would im
prove or entertain you. In the recital of 
what they had feen, or where they had been, 
you would naturally be led to enquire into 
the different fituation of the places; ·which 
they liked befl:, and on what account they ga-ve 
the preference. Thefe enquiries will furnifh 
ample matter for converfation, and enable you 
to pafs your time· agreeably-. 

Lady Louifa. 

I have obferved many people tfrefome in 
their converfation, and not the leafl: entertain
ing. 

Mentoria. 

I have met with many m the courfe of 
life, who may not unjuflly be compared to 
a pump, from which the water is drawn with 
difficulty; and alfo with others, who from 
their pleafing volubility, may be compared 
with equal propriety to a flowing river. 

Lady Mary. 

I :fhall alfo tell them what leff ons we learn ; 
and enquire whether they are taught the fame~ 

Mentoria. 
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111.entoria. 

I am pleafed, my dear Lady Mary, to find 

you are defirous to form a degree of comparifon 

between their improvement and yours; as it 

will excite emulation, and create in your 

mind a £hong defire to make a rapid progrefs 

in your learning. For my own part, if I were 

a little girl, nothing would mortify me fo much 

as the being remarkably backward of my age; 

a tall girl is more particularly bound to hafren 

her improvement, as perfons in general form 

great expeaations from her external appear

ance, and are extremely difappointed. to find 

an infant mind, in almofl a ·woman's body; ex

preffing their afronifl1ment in the following 

terms; " What pity it is fo large a cafket 

fhould contain ft1ch a bauble!"-

Lady lvlary. 

Do you think, my good Mentoria, my mind 

iis a bauble ! 
Mentoria. 

You fhould never, my dear, fuppofe yourfelf 

the perfon pointed at in any general obferva

tion: as it is a maxim of true politenefs to ex

.empt the prefent company from any perfonal 

r efleaion. The intrinfic value of your mind, 

.depends on the care you take to embellifh and 

adorn 
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adorn ic. Like the diamond in it's natural 
fbte, it is unpoliihed; the one derives it's 
lufire from the :fkill of the lapidary, the 
other from education. 

Lady Louifa. 

1 have a great inclinatio~ my dear :Niadam9 

to give Lady Jane Placid one of my pretty 
trinkets; I am fore 'fhe will like it, it is fo 
beautiful. 

lvf.entoria. 

l have not the leafi obje8:ion : but would 
.advife your Ladyfhip not to enumerate it's beau
ties when you prefent it; but rather tell her 
-it is a trifle, aµd not worth her acceptance; 
yet you hope fhe will receive it as a token of 
affe8:ion. You fhould never enhance the value 
,of any favour you confer; but a1ways endea
•vour to point out the perfe8:ions, and in
,creafe the worth of thofe you receive. The 
mention of benefits reminds me to warn you, 
.not to f peak of thofe you confer, before, or 
.to the perfon, on whom they were bellowed: 
,as it entirely cancels the obligation, and clear
ly indicates you performed the fervice more 
:Ernm ofientation than friendfhip .• 

Lady 
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Lady Louifit. 
I will never, for the future, fpeak to my 

fervant of any favour fhe receiyes from me. 
I ufed to be perpetually telling her what re
turns I expe8:ed for my kindnefs, and ne\·er 
thought fhe could do enough for me ! 

Nlentoria. 
-

To convince you how different my fenti-
:ments are in this refpe8:, I never exa8:, or 
even wi{h a return for any fervice I perform; 
though I endeavour in every infrancc to tef
tify my gratitude to thofe perfons who have 
-0bliged me. 

Lady Mary. 

I hope, my dear Mentoria, I !hall acquit 
myfelf properly at the tea table; I fhall be lefs 
at a lofs, becaufe I have often made tea for 
you. 

Mentoria. 

I make no doubt your guefis will be perfe8: .. 
Iy fatisfied, as a wifh to pleafe, generally pro
duces the de:fired effe8:. Attend to the necef
fary forms; and endeavour to make the tea 
agreeable to their tafie ; you mu.fl al.t:o be 
careful not to flop the table, overfet -~he urn? 
or be guilty of any thing to caufe ,_confufion 
.2nd difturbance. 

Lody 
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Lady Louifa. 

That would be a fad affair, as it would turn 

all our joy into forrow l but how, my dear Ma. 

dam, are we to be employed after we have 

drank tea? 
Mentoria. 

You fhould ·propofe feveral kinds of amufe. 

ments, and when the ladies have determined 

the choice, purfue it without deliberation, for 

fear their carriage :fhould fetch them when you 

are in the height of your diverfion; v-.,1hich 

might perhaps oblige you to leaYe it. 

Lady Jvlary. 
-

How mull I take leave of them: I am fore 
I iliaH be fony to part with friends 1 fo much 

eJl:eem. 

Mentoria. 

Your feelings wi,ll fuggefl to your Ladyfoip 

the bell mode of expreiling them, which I 

{hould fuppofe will be to this effea : that 

you regretted being deprived of their com

pany fo early, and that you had no idea it 

was fo late, you had been fo happy in their 

converfation. You fhould alfo defire them · to 

_prefent your love, or compliments, to every 

part of the family. 
Lady 
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Lady li1ary. 

I think, my good Nientoria, you feem to have 
regulated our condu8:, from the time of the 
ladies coming into the houfe, to their depar
ture from it, by your kind infl:ruEhons. 

lvI.entoria. 

Yet it may not be unufeful if I extend 
them a little further, to direEl: your behaviour 
after they are gone. Nothing is more ufual or 
difgufiing, than to fee perfons of all ranks and 
degrees, criticife on the drefs and general de
portment of their departed guefis; and often 
ridicule and condemn thof e things behind their 
back, which, to their face, they approved or 
applauded. Let me intreat you never to make 
your friends appear in a difadvantageous light, 
but, on the contrary, extol the pcrfe8:ions 
and accomplifhments they poffefs, and cafl: a. 
veil over their defe8:s. 

Lady Louifa~ 

I fhall obferve this rule, never to make a 
jefi of any perfon; particularly of thofe with 
whom I live on terms of frienclD1ip. 

Mentoria. 

I hope your Ladyfhip will keep to this ex
cellent refolution; for my own part, when I 

D fee 
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fee people wounding the reputation of their 

friends, I always expeEl: to come in for my 

fhare of the general flaughter. Nothing but 

arrogance, and an exalted - idea of our own 

confequence, can fhield us from this fear; as 

there is no character fo perfeEl:, but what there 

can be fome fault or weaknefs dif covered 

in it, which like the fpots in the fun (if 

viewed through a proper medium) do not take 

· from it's radiant lufire. 

Lady .Nlary. 

I did not know there v,rere any fpo ts in 
the fun., my dear 1,1:entoria. 

J11entoria. 

,v e can perceive t11e111 very clearly by the 

help of a te1efcope; as, to purfue the fimile, 

by the aid of dif cernment, we difcover the 

blemifhes of th e human mind. 

Lady Loui:fa. 

"\iVhy, my dear Madam, do you compare the 

fu n to our underfiandings ? 

Mentoria . 

For thefe reafons, they are ref peEl:ively the 

moft glorious works of the creation, and often 

3 fl1 ine 
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flline with refplendence, though they are fome
times -0bfcured by clouds. 

Lady A1ary. 

"\!Vhat clouds can poffibly affect the mind, 
and take from it's lufire ? 

Mentoria. 

Tl10fe of ignorance, prejudice, fuperfiition, 
·and every other quality which makes us de
viate from our duty, or impedes our purfuing 
any laudable purpofe. 

Lady Louifa. 

Pray, l\!Ientoria, what is the difrinftion be. 
tween Politenefs and Civility? 

~Nf .. entoria. 

There is a very effential difference, and may 
be defined thus: civility confifis of good of
£ces performed by irnpulfe or infiin&, whilfl: 
thofe which are claffed under the rank of po
litenefs, are produced by reflection, and pro
~ecd more from the head than the heart. 

Lady Mary . 

.l\tiay a perfon be extremely civil who ha 
t:1ot the Ieafr pretenfions to politenefs ? 

D 2 A1e.ntorz'a. 
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lvl.entoria. 

Undoubtedly; a ploughman may poffefs civi

lity in the highefi degree. \/\Then he takes 

off his hat as your LadyD1ip paffes, or moves 

a hurdle to facilitate your getting oYer a fl:ile, 

he 9-8.s as much in chara8:er, and renders you 

as fubfl:antial a fervice, as a fine gentleman 

would, by handing you into your carriage; 

though you ought to exprefs your acknow

ledgment in Yery different terms. 

Lady Lozrifct. 

In what elfe do thcfe agreeable qualities 

differ ? 

J11enloria. 

It often happens the dillinflion <loes not 

:a.ri fe from the difference of the a8.ions them

fr h·es ; but proceeds only from the fuperior 

grace with which thofe of politenef are per

formed. If ·we trace minutely the Yarious 

operations of life, we iliall find, in general, 

thofe in a high and low fiate, are employed in 

_ nearly the fame purfuits, are impelled by the 
fame motives, and differ not fo much in the 

plan as in the execution of their fcheme. 

They talk, read, walk, eat, and perform every 

funclion allowed to hum;rn nature; yet what 

a different 
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a: different effc& they produce ? they fcarcely 

feem to admit of a comparifon. 

The difcourfe of a clovrn, do s not fonnd 

like the fame language, with that which f10\rs 

from the lips of an orator : neither does his 

ungraceful fiep appe'ar to be produced from tl1e 

ufe of the fame organs, which charm us in tbe 

graceful motion of a well-bred man or woman: 

to c1ofe the comparifon, how effentially the 

uncouth and hafiy meal of the farmer, differs 

from the luxurious and elegant repafl of the 

fine gentleman ; the one is regulated in his 

a&ions by nature, which produceth civility; 
the other by refinement, which conflitutes 

politenefs. To purfue my ufual plan of pre

ferring mediocrity in all things, I wif11 thofe 

with whom I affociate, to have a portion of 

thefe different qualities blended in their cha

ra&ers; that from nature they may deri\'e fin
cerity, and from refinement, thofe graces which 

are it's befi ornaments ! 

Lady Mary. 

I hope, my dear Madam, by my care and 
affiduity, to reward you for the pains you 

take with me. h not Gratitude an amiable 

quality ? 

D 3 iW.entoria. 
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lvientoria. 
Certainly, my dear, it is a virtue which ought 

to be cherifhed, and it is but feldom praHifed. 
The generality of the world content themfelves 
with the bare acknowledgment of an obligation, 
and fcarcely ever feek an opportunity to return 
it ; which is the more extraordinary, as it is a debt 
every one has power to pay, as Milton thus em
phatically defcribes it: " A grateful mind, by 
_owing owes not, but frill pays, at once indebted 
and difcharged ! " which implies, that gratitude is 
the only tribute required, when it is not in your 
power to make a more fub:flantial return for any 
benefit received. 

Lady Louifa. 
If aas of gratitude are fo eafily performed, 

t am furprifed they are not more frequently 
praaifed. 

.klentoria. 

Perfons m general are fo eager in the pur~ 
fuit of benefits, they no fooner gain one, than 
-they feek to obtain another, which fcarcely 
leaves them leifure for the exercife of this 
virtue; and alfo when they are po!feffed of the 
advantage, are too apt to forget the means hy 
which it was acquired. As I know you are 
fond of poetry, I will repeat an invocation to 
gratitude, which I wrote fome days ago. 

Hail; 
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Hail, gratitude divine, of heav'nly birth! 

Whence art thou found a fogitiYe on earth ? 

Where is thy dwelling; art thou doom ·d to roam 

From pole to pole ? yet fi11d no friendly dome 

To melter thee from infult, and from pride? 

Will no kind breafi thy grief and cares divide ? 

Ill-fated maid, thy votaries withdraw, 

Deny allegiance to thy facred law! 

Thy fpotlefs altars, no oblations grace ; 

Thy favours, wrote on fand, the wi11ds efface! 

What tho 1 but few attend thy exil'd fate, 

Thou'rt freed from pomp, and vain parade cf 
(fl:ate. 

Oh! deign to hear thy modefi fupplianfs pray'r, 

Let her thy filken bands for ever wear. 

Lady Mary. 

My dear Mentoria, I thank you for reciting 

thofe lines; but £hall be more obliged, if you 

will explain them. 

Afentoria. 

It will give me pleafure, my dear Lady 

Mary, to point out the different allufions which 

they contain ; as it will enable you to compre

hend the fenfe of the invocation. The fur
pofition that gratitude is of celefiial birth, de

notes the divinity of her nature; and the idea 

D 4 0f 
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of her being a fugitive, fully expreffes ilie is a 
,vanderer from her native country. The palfage, 

Ill-fated maid, thy votaries withdraw, 
Deny allegiance to thy facred law! 
Thy fpotlefs altars, no oblations grace; 
Thy favours wrote on fand, the winds efface ! 

_ Imply, that thofe who are bound by the 
flrongefi obligations, frequently negle8: to 
make their proper acknowledgments, and re
fofe to pay the tribute which is due; alfo that 
the favours ·we receive, make but a flight im
preffion on our hearts, and are often erafed by 
fcenes of folly and diilipation, which are in 
their nature as light as air. The concluding 
lines, 

Oh! deign to hear thy mode.fl fuppliant's pray'r, 
Let her thy filk.en bands for ever wear: 

Clearly indicate my ardent defire to be guided 
by this divine virt1,.ie, whofe yoke is eafy, and 
burthen light, and of whom with propriety it 
may be faid, her fervice is perfe8: freedom. 

Lady Louija. 
From your defcription, my dear Mentoria, 

gratitude feems t0 be but in an uncomfortabl 
r. . . 1tuat10n, 
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fitnation, as ilie has no habitation; c::nd is 

obliged to wander far from her uative-country 

to feek an abode. 

]l'lentorz'a. 

Let her then find an afylum in your breafl; 

make frequent oblations at her ilirine, v,,hich 

mufr confifr of univerfal charity and benevo

lence, as no other facrifice is acceptable to her. 

Yield implicit obedience to her laws, bind your

felf with her filken cords, and prefer them to 

the fetters of guilt, or the fhackles of folly. 

Lady lviary. 

i\1y dear La<ly Louifa, we will, both of us, 

be votaries of gratitude, which Thall be te:flifiecl 

by duty to our parents, and ref pea to good 

Mentoria, for the pains ilie takes to im

prove us. 
J.1entoria. 

Exdu!ive of the advantages I ilial-1 derive 

from t~e pra8:ice of this refolution, I rejoice 

in it, becaufe it will influence your whole 

condu8-, and regulate the aaions of your fu

ture life. The dur_ation of a building depends 

entirely on the frruaure of the foundation; if 

the bafis be not firm, the edifice foon falls to 

decay; which evinces the neceffity in the for-

D 5 mation 
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mation of a human charaaer, to erea the fa. 
bric on the folid, and immutable principles of 
virtue and religion. Thofe who prefer fuper
ficia] acknowledgments to thefe divine attri
butes, may be compared to the fooli.fh man 
defcribed in the gofpel, who built his houfe on 
the fand, which when the wind arofe, and the 
rain defcended, beat upon the houfe and it fell, 
and great was the fall thereof. The fonile may 
be defined thus : that thofe of unenlightened 
minds, are not fortified againfi the fiorms of 
affliaion ; nor are they able to furmount the 
difficulties they meet with in their warfare 
upon the earth. The great fall of the building, 
denotes how tranfient and delufive all hopes of 
happinefs will prove, except thofe which are 
founded on religion and virtue. 



D I A L O G U E IV. 

THURS D A Y. 

On Elocution and Geography. 

Mentoria. 

BEFORE I begin the bufinefs allotted for 

this morning, I fha11 congratulate you on 

your brother's arrival from Harrow, and beg 

the favour of Lady Louifa to inform him, I 

fhall be extremely glad of his company, which, 

undoubtedly will be an addition to your happi~ 

nefs. 
Lady Louifa. 

My dear Mentoria, I will fetth him this 

moment ; as I know he will rejoice to join our 

party. 

(Lady L. returns, introducing her brother, 

Lord George.) 

You cannot imagine, my dear Mentoria, how 

rejoiced Lord George was to come; and he 

would bring his l:ooks to read to y.ou. 

D 6 Mentoria . 
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/IIentoria. 

I thought it might be agreeable to your Lord
fl1ip to f pen cl fome of your leifure hours with 
your Jifiers, which induced me to requefi the 
favour of your company. I will join with them 
in endeavouring to make the holidays as cheer
ful to you as poffible. I hope you will not 
think. it leffens your confequence as a man, to 
be taught by a G overnefs, and have young 
Ladies for your fchool-fellows and companions. 

Lord George. 

Not in the leafl, Madam: I !hall efieem my
felf much obliged to you, for permitting me 
to partake of your infirutlions. 

Mentoria. 

Pray, my Lord, who is your particular friend 
at fchool? Do any of Mifs Simple's brothers 
or coufins go to Harrow ? The family of the 
Simples are fo numerous, I think, wherever 
one goes there is fome branch of it. 

Lord George. 

I rccolleEl feveral of that name; hut he who 
is the mofi remarkable, is Sir Simon Simple, 
coufin to the Mifs Simple you know. 

irfentorz'a. 
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Nlentoria. 

By what quality is he fo particularly diflin

guiihed? I fear by none that does him credit. 

Lord George. 

When we are conning our 1eff ons, he is 

playing at marbles ; fo that when his mafier 

is to hear his tafk, he cannot fay it; for which 

he gets flogged: and when we are at play, he 

is blubbering and crying, with a fool's cap on 

his head. 

Lady Louifit. 

How I fhould laugh at him, anc: compare 

him to Midas with his affes ears ! 

Lady Mary. 

I wifh your Lordfhip could recollea any more 
of Sir Simon's folly. 

Lord George. 

You cannot imagine how di vertipg it is to 

hear him read-: it is jufl like the tolling of a 

bell : he goes, Ding, dong, dong! and lays 

fuch a flrefs on, and, the, to, and all monof yl

lables, that his Mailer has fcarcely patience to 
hear him. 

Mentoria, 
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Mentoria. 

I am not furprifed at that, as nothing can be 
more tirefome, than to hear a perfon read ill ; 
and it is impoffible to read weIJ, without en
tering into the fubjca: but from your account, 
I take it for granted, Sir Simon has not fenfe 
enough to be deeply interefied in any hifi01y. 
The only method to read with propriety is, o 
obferve the flops with great attention, and to 
avoid a monotony as much as poffible, by ac
quiring a proper cadence and modulation of 
the voice. 

Lady .Nlary. 

What is Monotony, my dear Mentoria ? 

Men/oria. 

I can venture to pronounce, your Ladyfhip 
is no firanger to the thing itfelf, though you 
are to the term which expreffes it. It fignifies 
the reading in one continued tone of voice; 
which is produced by neglecting to vary it, as 
the fubjecl requires. Nothing can be more 
abfurd than the fiile of reading; as you fhould 
always endeavour to exprefs the f enf e of the 
Author, and deliver his fentiments with as 
much eafe. and feeling, as if they were your 
«)Wil. 

Lady 
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Lady Louifa. 

I wi{h I could attain this degree of perfection. 

Jvlentoria. 

Simple narrative is the eafiefi kind of read
ing for~ young beginners; as it requires but 
little elevation and change of voice. 

Lady Mary . 

Pray, my dear Madam, what do you mean 
by fimple narrative ? 

Mentoria. 

It is the recital of mere matter of fa[t; and 

confrfls in expreffing, in a natural and eafy :Rile, 
the occurrences incident to human life. 

Lady Louifa. 

What is the moil •difficult to read well? 

Mentoria. 

Thofe compofitions which abound with in
vocations, exclamations, and frequent interro
gations; as they require to be read with dignity 
and grace. 

Lady Mary. 

I wifh to know the meaning of invocations. 
I remember your repeating one on Gratitude. 

Mentoria. 
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lvientoria. 

They are of feveral kinds, and confifi m 
imploring the aid and affifiance of a fuperior 

Power ; they may be ranked in the followii,g 
cla!Tes. Thofe adclreffed to the Deity-of which 

I Ihall produce an example from Thorn2fon. 

" Father of Light and Life, thou good Supre,_1f 1 

0 teach me what is good, teach me Thyfelf !" 

The next are thofe prefented to Apollo, the 

Mufes, or any Virtue; and are ufed by Poets to 

give a grace to their compofi.tions; and often 
to apologize for their want of abilities, which 
is manife:fled, by their defiring to be inf pi red 
with the gift of Poefy. To give you a clear 
idea of this poetic £Erion, I Ihall repeat a few 

lines from a letter I fent fome time fince to a 

friend; in which I invoked the Mufe Clio, m 

the following words : 

Hail, gentle Clio! form the verfe 
In numbers mufical and terfe ; 

Diffufe thy foftnefs o'er each line, 

Friendfhip and Truth with grace combine l 

Lady 
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Lady lvlary. 

I clearly comprehend the different qualities 

of thefe invocations : bt1t, pray, what are ex

clamations ? 
lvlentoria. 

They denote furprife or afionifhment ; and 

often exprefs our admiration of any extraordi

llc,.1 y pcrfon or thing. Such is the following 

infiance, which is part of the panegyric be

flowed on Great-Britain, in Thompfon's Sea
fons: 

Heavens! what a goodly prof peel: f preads around, 

Of hills, and dales, and woods, and lawns, and 

f pires, 

And glittering towns, and gilded fireams, till all 

The fl.retching landfcape into fmoke decays! 

Lady Louifit. 

We have now heard every part explained, · , 
except interrogation. 

Mentoria. 

There requires little to be faid on this fub
je8:, as you cannot be ignorant, that to inter

rogate is to queflion. I will hm,vever conclude 

this differtation, with an example from Pope: 

What 
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V✓hat, if the foot, ordain 'd the dufi to tread, 
Or hand to toil, afpir'd to be the head? 
What if the head, the eye, the ear, repin'd 
To ferve, mere engines, to the ruling mind ? 

Lady Mary . 

I admire the infrance you ha\'e produced, 
and !hall take the liber ty, my good Mentor~;,, 
to remind you of a promife you made yefrer
day. 

lvlentoria. 

I recolle8:, and will infiantly comply with 
it: Was it not to inform you of the nature of 
Geography? 

Lady lVlary . 

Yes, my dear Madam, and I am all impati~ 
ence till you begin. 

Nlentoria. 

Geography teaches you the form of the 
Earth, and the fituation of each particular 
part of it. You are not ignorant, that the 
World is round, and confifls of Seas, Conti
nents, Iilands, Peninfulas, Rivers, Promonto
ries, Rocks, and Mountains. In order to give 
you a clear idea of the Rudiments of Geo
graphy, preparatory to you r being regularly 
taught, I {hall endeavour to explain thefe di f-

feren t 
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ferent branches, and then proceed to enlarge 

on other parts of this ufeful Science. T he 

Ocean is the main Sea, the depth and extent of 

which are pafi our finite comprehenfion. The 

Continent is a vafi tract of Land over which 

it is pratlicable to travel from one place to 

another; as for infiance, from France to Ger

rr -- ny, Italy, Spain, Portugal, Turkey, or even 

India, by palling over the deferts of Arabia : 

but this lafi is very dangerous, not only from 

the probability of meeting with the wil<l Arabs, 

and noxious animals, but alfo from the wind, 

which rifes to a confiderable height, and is 

then frequently attended with fatal confequences 

to travellers, as the clouds of fand either pre

vent their purfuing the right courfe, or blind 

them, and fometimes totally overwhelm them. 

Lady Louifa. 

Pray, what is an Ifland? My brother, I dare 

fay knows! 
Mentoria. 

H1and is a general term for every thing en. 

compaffed by water. In the more elevated 

fenfe, it fignifies any habitable place or king

dom, furrounded by the fea, as Great-Britain 

or Ireland. The advantages arifing from this 

fit uation are evidently thefe; the convenience 
of 
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of importing into every part of it tbe produce 
of other countries ; and to thof e engaged in 
commerce, the equal advantage of exporting 
fuch commodities, as the foil or manufaaures 
bring to perfeaion. 

Lady A1.ary. 

I never knew before that England was -.. '1 

IDand ; and ahvays tho~1ght every thing vle 
ate, drank, or wore, ·was the produce of our 
own Country. 

Mentoria. 

Your Ladyfhip was much miflaken; on the 
contrary, we are indebted to other Countries 
and Nations, for many of the conveniences of 
life. India fupplies us with Tea, .Spices, 
Drugs, Rice, China, Muflin, Precious Stones, 
and various other Articles,. The Weft-Indies, 
with Sugar, Coffee, Rum, Tobacco, Choco-
late, Mahogany, Spices, and Drugs. Italy 
furnifhes us ·with mofr of the Silks we wear; 
as mulberry-trees ( on the leaves of which 
Silk-VVorms feed) are Lhe natural growth of 
the country, and are as common there, as the 
oak or elm are in England. The Silk comes 
over in it's natural frate, is afterwards dyed of 
·arious colours, and manufa8:ured into the dif

ferent kinds of Silk and Satin we wear. Spain 
c1 !1(1 
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:and Portugal produce mofl of the Wines we 

drink. France affords us Brandy, Claret, and 

fome other Vlines, with many ornamental 

parts of drefs and furniture. Norway is fa_ 

rnous for timber, of which {hips and many 

other things are built. Rulli.a, Dantzic, and 

moil of the Northern Countries abound with 

ar.imals of various kinds; fome docile, others 

ferocious, many of which are valuable, on 

account of their fkins ; fuch as the furs of the 

Ermine (,vhich is the :fkin of a little animal 

Yery much like a weazle, and is generally 

called Miniver) Sables, Squirrels, and Bears. 

It ,\·as wifely ordained by Providence to fur

nifh the inhabitants of the Northern regions 

with fuch ample provifion for warm raiment, 

as the coldnefs of the climate indifpenfably re

quires. In England, thern are quarries of 

Ilone, and mines of lead, tin, and coals; alfo 

in different parts of the world, quarries of 

marble, and mines of iron, filver, gold, and 

precious fiones, ,\·hich, to enumerate, would 

carry me beyond my prefent purpofe. 

Lady Louifa. 

Pray, Mentoria, what is a Peninfula? Is it 
not fomething like an I!land ? 

Mentorz"a. 
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Mentoria. 

You are perfe&ly right, my dear Lady Louifa. 
It is a traa of land almofi encompaffed with 
water. The French call it pr'!Jque ifle, which 
in their language fo clearly expreffes the fenfe, 
it requires no explanation. The neck of land 
which prevents it from becoming an iiland, is 
called an ijlhmus. It confifis of a piece of 
land which ufually runs bet,veen two feas, and 
joins a peninfula to the continent. 

Lady Louifa. 

I believe the next thing you are to explain , 
is rivers: I think you need not give yourfclf 
the trouble, as we know what they are. 

Mentoria. 

You have undoubtedly feen the river Thames; 
but I am certain you cannot trace the fource 
from whence that and other rivers fpring. 

Lady Louifa. 
Does it not begin at London, and end at 

Richmond? 
Mentoria.. 

I thought that was your Ladyiliip 's idea, 
which is a falfe one; for rivers ufually proceed 
from a fpring or fountain, and empty them

felvcs 
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felves into fame fea. The fea conflantly ebbs 
and flows, which conflitutes what are called 
Tides ; thus flux and reflux, renders the water 
more wholefome aud agreeable than lakes of 
flagnated ·water, which cannot lofe the im
purity they contraa. Veffels alfo, from all 
parts of the world, come up with the tide 
to the port of London, and as a natural con
fequence, are conveyed from thence by the re
turn of it. 

The Thames is the mofl famous river in 
England. There are many others of lcfs con
fequence, which I have not leifure to enume
rate. I fhall only particularize the following: 
the river Avon, which has often been cele
brated on account of the great poet, Shake
fpear, being born at a place called Stratford
upon-Avon. · The river His and Cam, are alfo 
famed for their vicinity to the two univerfities 
of Oxford and Cambridge ; it is almoft need
le[s to add, the latter derives it's name from 

a bridge being built over the river Cam. 1 
cannot conclude this converfation on rivers, 
without adding fome account of the Nile. As 
it fcarcely ever rains in Egypt, the foil would 
be quite unfruitful, if it were not for the 
falutary effeas of this wonderful nver. It 
begins to rife at the latter end of May, and 

continues 
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continues to do fo till Septembei· or· Oaober, 
when there are channels cut to let it into 
the great canal, which runs through Cairo, 
from whence it overflows the fields and gar
dens. This joyful ·event is announced by a 
public fellival, fire-works, and e\'ery demon
:flrntion of joy. The mud \,vhich the :flream 
carries with it, manures the earth, and makes 
it fit to receive the different kinds of grain, 
·which in a month or two after it is fown, 
yields an abundant harvefi.. The Nile is \'ery 
beneficial to the Egyptians, as eYen the plague 
ceafes to rage, when the river begins to over
flov,r; the caufe is this, all contagious dif
orders arife from the vitiated :flate of the air, 
which is allayed by inundations or refrefhing 
fhowers, and, thus purified, diffufes health to 

the inhabitants of fuch unfavourable climates. 

Lady Mary. 

Pray was not the famous Cleopatra, qneen 

of Egypt? 
Mentoria. 

Yes, my dear, though I believe we mufl: 
confider her charaaer and condua, under the 
head of Roman hifiory, as it is fo infeparably 
conne8:ed with that of Mark Anthony. It 

may not be amifs to inform you, the vagrants 

ufually 
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ufually cal1e<l gypfies are reckoned natives of 

Egypt. When the Sultan Selimus conquered 

the Egyptians, in the year 1417, they refufed 

allegiance to his laws, and retired into the de

ferts, living only by theft and plunder; at 

length they were banifhed from Egypt, and 

agreed to difperfe themfelves in fmall parties 

into e\·ery country in the known world. Th~ 

art of magic, in which thefe people were al

lowed to excel, gained them in that unenlight

ened and credulous age, the reputation of fore

telling events by the courfe o( the pl'anets, and 

other myflerious means. This opinion is nov.

wholly exploded, and cou1tl ne·,,er gain belief, 

but in . a country abforbed in tl, c groffefi ido

latry. Thofc who bclie?e and acknowledge 

the omnipotence of God, can never foppofe 

any inferior pmver poffeffes fore-knowledge of 

any event incident to human life_; as that alone 

belongs to the Creator of the uni\·erfe, in whofe 

hands are the iffues of life and death! 

Lord Georg-e. 

I agree with you, my dear Madam, in think

ing none but very weak _people can believe 

foch abfurdities; but I will not interrupt youi 

as I fuppofe you will now tell us what a Pro

monfory is. 
E Mt:ntoria. 
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kientoria. 

A Promontory is . a hill or point of land, 
which firetches itfelf over the fea; and is often 
called a Cape. 

Lady Louifa. 

What is a Mountain, my good Ivfontoria? 
I know it is a very large thing. 

Mentoria . 

It is a vaft mafs of earth; and when in a 
lefs degree, it is called a Hill. Wales abounds 
with mountains, on which the wild goats browfe. 
The Alps are very high mountains, which fe
parate Germany from Italy; there is a paffage 
over them, though rather dangerous. The 
tops of thefe mountains are al-ways covered 
with fnow; notwith:flanding, in the vallies 
beneath, there i!i the finefi verdure. The Py
renean mountains divide France from Spain. 
The burning mountains of V efuvius and LEtn.a, 
are wonderful phenomena of nature. The 
volcano, called Mount JEtna, is in the Hland 
of Sicily, in the Mediterranean Sea, under 
the government of the King of Naples. The 
eruption of fire which bur:fls from it, is called 

t:he Lava; the top of the mountain from 
wh~1J.ce it proceeds, is friled the Crater, or 

bowl. 
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bowl. There have been whole towns laid in 

allies by the fl:reams of fire and combufti ble 

matter, of which thefe mountains are com◄ 

pofed; as wh~rever they iffue or flow, they 

caufe certain defrru8:ion. 

Lord George. 

I fhould like very much to fee Mount £tna, 

and fuppofe I fhall, when I take the Tour of 

Europe. Pray, Mentoria, what is the differ

ence between a Rock and a Mountain? I 
think that is the next, and lafl branch you 

have to _explain. 

Mentoria. 

Rochs are formed of a f ubftance proverbially 

hard ; and the furface rough and uneven. 

They are fi tuated in and near the fca, and are 

often pernicious to mariners: as the calamity 

ufually called fhipwreck, is produced by the 

fhip firiking on a rock, which either da{hes it 
, to pieces, or cafis it upon fome defolate Ifland. 

The Baltic Seas abound ,,vith rocks. Hence it 
,is, the voyages to Norway, and Denmark, are 

more dangerous than any other; and confe

quently wrecks are more frequent in that than 

in any other Sea. 

Ea Lady 
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Lady Mary. 

I am fo well pleafed with your account of 

tl'le wonderful works of nature, I hope you 

will dwell longer on the fubje8:. 

Mentoria. 

"\iVilh the greate fr pl ear ure,' my dear, as I re

joice in being infrrumental in entertaining or 

improving you; therefore as the means of ef

fe8:ing both, fhall proceed to inform you, that 

the Terrnfirial Globe is .divided into four parts : 

·ufuaBy ca11ed Quarters, though they are un

equal in their fize .. 

Lady Louifa. 

You delight me beyond meafure, my dear 

!\!Ientoria, by reciting thefe ufeful branches of 

knmdedge ; I wait wilh eager expe8:ation for 

the performance of your promife. 

Mentoria. 

I fhall begin with informing you, Eu:ope is 

fituated between 10 degrees "\,V efr, and 65 de

grees Eafi Longitude; and between 36 and 72 

North Latitude, having for it 's boundaries, the 

Icy Sea on the North, Afia on the Eafi, the 

Mediterranean on the South, ,-vhich feparates 

,lt 

.. 
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it from Africa, and the Atlantic Ocean on the 

VlefL 
Lady lviary. 

What are the principal Kingdoms and St- tes 

in Europe? 

lv1en·toria. 

Denmark, Sweclen, Norv,ay, Mufco\·y or 

Ruilia, France, Germany, Holland, Flanders, 

Spain, Portugal, Italy, Turkey in Enropc, 

Great-Bntain, and Ireland. 

Lady Louifa. 

What are the principal lflands, my dear 

Mentoria? 
Mentoria. 

Great-Britain and Ireland in the North; in 

the Mediterranean fea are, Ivica, :rv1ajorca, Mi

norca, Corfica, Sardinia, Candia, and the 

If1ands in the Archipelago ; thofe in the Baltic, 

Adriatic, and Ionian Seas, are not of confe

quence enough to require much attention. 

Lord George. 

I fuppofe you will now enumerate the dif

ferent Seas, as they are fo nearly conneaed 

with Iflands. 

E 3 1VI01toria. 

r 
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Afentoria. 

Undoubtedly,- my Lord, I !hall inform you: 
the chief Seas in Europe are, the Adriatic, be
tween Italy and Turkey; the Baltic Sea, be
tween Denmark, Poland, and Sweden ; the 
Bay of Bifcay, between France and Spain~ 
the Engli{h Channel, between England and 
France; the Euxine or Black Sea, bet'\veen 
Europe and Afia; the . German Ocean, be
tween Germany and Britain; and the Medi
terranean Sea, between Europe and Afric2., 

Lady Louifit. 

\Vill you tell us the names of the famous 
Mountains? I remember, when I was in Der
byfhire , feeing fome that appeared to me very 
wonderful! 

Jvlentoria. 

\Vhich are, neverthelef.5, "\·ery inferior to 
many I !hall enumerate, fuch as the Alps, be. 
tween France and Italy; the Appenine Hills 

_ in Italy; the Pyrenean Hills that divide France
from Spain; the Carpathian Mountains in the 
South of Poland ; the Peak in Derbyiliire ( of 
which you have an idea) ; the Pinlimmon in 
"\Vales : befides the terrible Volcano's in Sicily; 
and Eda, in the cold ID and of Iceland : and 

many 
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many others, not neceffary at prefcnt to enu

merate. 
Lord George. 

What a number of inhabitants there muft: 

be, in the variety of places you have men

tioned! 
A1.e ntoria. 

In Europe they are computed at little more 

than an hundred millions; which may be re~ 

conciled to our ideas of numbers, when we 

reflea how they are difperfed in different parts. 

Lady Louifa,. 

How very large this quarter of the Globe 

mufi be, to contain fo many perfons. 

Jvlentoria. 

It is fuppofed to be three thoufand miles 

long, and two thoufand five hundred broad; 

and though not equal in extent to other parts 

of the earth, far furpaffes them in the fine 

arts, and all the comforts and conveniences of 

life: indeed, fuch are the peculiar advantages 

in refpect of climate, and other local bleffings, 

one ,may venture to fay, Europeans are by far 

the moft refined, and ennobled part of the 

human f pecies, 

Lord 
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Lord George. 

I am furprifed, - my dear Mentoria, you do 
:not mention London amongfi the famo\1S 
places you have pointed out. 

Mentoria. 

As a proof of it's pre-eminence, I lliall give 
it the firfl place in the clafs of Cities, as it is 
the capital of England : next I lliall mention 
Edinburgh, which is the capital of Scotland; 
Dublin, which is the capital of Ireland; Co
penhagen, the capital of Denmark; Bergen of 
Norway ; Stockholm of Sweden ; and Peterf
burg of Ruilia: which are all fituated in the 
North of Europe. 

Lady Louifa. 
What Countries lie in the other parts of 

the quarter of the world you are defcribing? 

Mentoria. 

In the more interior parts of Europe, France 
is fituated, of •.,vhich Paris is the capital; the 
Au.flrian Netherlands, capital Bruffels; French 
Flanders, capital Lille; the feven Unitea'Pro
vinces (ufually called Holland) capital Amfi.er
dam; Switzerland, capital Bern; Ger-many, 

capital 
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capital Vienna; Poland, capital Warfaw_; 

Hungary, capital Buda. 

Lord George. 

I fuppofe you will now inform us of the 

fituation of the Southern European countries. 

Nlenloria. 

Certainly, my Lord, as the :fketch J am 

drawing, would be very imperfe& without 

them. Portugal has Lifbon for it's capital ; 

Spain, capit_al Madrid; Italy is compofed of 

many Principalities and States, the chief of 

:.which are Savoy, capital Chamberry; Pied-

, mont, capital Turin ; the Milanefe, capital 

Milan; the Republic of Venice, capital Ve

nice; Dutchy of Tufcany, capital Florence; 

~the Pope's Dominions, capital Rome; the 

Kingdom of Naples, capital Naples; Turkey 

in Europe, capital Con.fiantinople; Little Tar

tary, capital Precop. 

Lady Louifa. 

When I hear of thefe places, you cannot 

think how anxious I am to fee them! But I 

fear, my dear Mentoria, you have forgotten to 

mention the mo!l famous Rivers in Europe. 

E 5 Mentorz'a. 
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Mentoria. 

If I were to enter into a particul difcuilion 
of them, it would extend my plan beyond the 
prefent purpofe, which •is only to imprefs on 
your minds, particular, rather th:m general 
infiruElions ; as in order to be more fully 

taught, you mufi have recourfe to a regular 
fyfiem of Geography, for what I have com
pofed for your ufe, can only be confidered as 
traEts of that ufeful fcience. I will, however, 
mention a few of the mofi remarkable river~ 
in Europe, v.rhich, in England, are the Thames, 
Severn, Oufe, and Trent; thofe of Scotland, 
the Tay, and Tweed; of Ireland, the Shan
non, and Liffy; of France, the .fviofelle, Meufe, 
Seine, Loire, Garronne, and Rhone; in Hol
land (or the Seven United Provinces) the 
Efcant or ScLel<l; Switzerland, the Rhine; 
and in Germany, the Maine, Ems, and Wefer, 
Elbe, Oder, Danube, Save, and Drave; in 
Poland, the Vifrula, or \V eifel, and Bog; in 
Spain, the Ebro, Dorno, Tagus, Guadiana, and 
Guadilquiver ; the three latter pafa through 
Portugal, and Minho. In Italy, the Po, Arno, 
Tyber, and Alfeo, which, I think are all that 
arc of confequence fufficient to engage your 

prefent attention, though I wi.fh you in future 
to 
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to attend to the minutia:: of all ufeful branches 

of knowledge. -

Lord George. 

Is this all we are to hear about Europe, 

my dear :~v1adam ? 

1'1Ientoria. 

At leafi for the prefent, my Lord, as I mufi: 

now confider hmv I may be befi enabled to 

give you an idea of Afia, which is a Conti

nent, and is fituated between 25 and 148 de

grees of Eaflern Longitude, and between the 

Equator, and 79. degrees of North Latitude. It 

is bounded by the Frozen Ocean on the North, 

by the Indian Ocean on the South, by tLe 

Pacific Ocean on the Ea.fl, and by the Red 

Sea, the Levant, the Black Sea, and Mufcovy 

on the VI efr. 

Lord George. 

What are the chief countries in Afia, my 

good Mentoria ? 

Mentoria. • · 
~ 

It has five divifions, the dominions of the 

Turks; the dominions of Perfia; Ea.fr India 

or the Great Mogul's Territories; the Great 

Tartary; and the Empire of China. 

E6 Lady 
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Lady Louifa. 

Pray what is the extent of Afia? 

Afentoria. 

From the Hellefpont to Corea, it is com
puted to be about 5,600 miles in length, and 
from Malacca to Cabo Tapin, 4,coo miles. 
The principal Hlands in Afia are the Marian 
-or Ladrone H1ands, Formofa, and the Philip
•pines in the Eafiern Ocean; the Moluccas, 
and the Spice Iflands, Celebes, Borneo, Java, 
Sumatra, Ceylon, the Maldives, &c. in the 
Indian Ocean. Cyprus, Rhodes, Lefbos or 
I\1etelene, Chios, or Scio, Sarnos, Coos, and 
a few others of no great. confequence, on the 
coafi of Afia, and in the Mediterranean. 

Lady Louifa. 
vVhich are the principal Seas in Afia ? 

Mentoria. 

The Black Sea; the Sea of 11arrnora; the 
.Archipelago; Sea of Afoph; the Levant; the 
Red S-ca; the Arabian Sea; and the Cafpian 
S4!a, which is the only Lake in Afia. 

Lord 
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Lord George. 

What are the chief Rivers rn this quarter 

of the Globe, my dear Mentoria? 

Mentoria. 

The Tigris, and Euphrates, between Arabia 

and Perfia ; the Indus, and the Ganges in In

dia, which proceeds from 1'1ount Imo, or Im

maus, and pa!fes through the Kingdom of Ben

gal, from whence it flows into the Sea. 

Lady Louifa. 

Are there any tremendous Mountains? 

Mentoria. 

The highefr Mountains in Afia, are Ararat, 

near the -Cafpian Sea; Horeb and Sinai, in 

Arabia; Lebanon, in Judea; Mount Taurus, 

extending from the Eafr to W efr of A~a ; Imo 

in Tartary, Caucafus, between the Empire of 

the Great Mogul and Tartary; and the Naug

racut in Thibet. 

Lord George. 

Will you be kind enough to mention, what 

are the mofr difringuifhed places in Afia, with 

their refpeaive capitals, as you did when you 

were treating of Europe ? 
3 Mentor~ . 
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lvlentoria. 

I will begin with informing you the Empire 
of China, is the mo:fl Ea:flern part of Afia, 
which is faid to contain 400 walled Cities, the 

mo:fl capital of th½m are Pekin, Nankin, and 
Canton. Tartary comprehends all the Nor
thern parts of Afia, that part which joins to 

1\!Iufco'vy, is ufoally called Mufcovy in Afia, 
and is in fubjeElion to the RuHians, where 
Siberia is fituated, a vafl traa of land. The 

Empire of the Great Mogul, otherwif e called 
the Eafi-Indies, India, or Indofla11, the capital 

Cities of which are, Agra, and Delly. Perfia 
is a large Empire to the Ea:fl of Turkey. 

The capital city and refidence of the Em
peror, is Ifpahan. Turkey in Afia, contains the 

fol]m,ving Provinces, Anatolia, Armenia, Affy

ria, Chaldea, Syria, Judea, or Palefline, Circaf

fia, and Phcenicia, all in fobjeElion to the Turks. 
In the Holy Land or Palefiine, and it's environs, 
were fituated Tyre, Damafcus, Sidon, Samaria, 
Nazareth, Bethlehem, and Jerufalem the holy 

city or capital. Babylon was the capital of 
Chaldea, an<l Nineveh of Affyria. Arabia, near 

Turkey in .A.Ga, is fituate<l between the Perfian 

Gulph, and the Red Sea, being divided into 
three parts, viz . Arabja the Defert , Arabia the 

Rocky, and Arabia the HP.ppy; which I make 

pQ 
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no doubt, from their refpeRi ve difi.inRions, you 

will have a jufi. idea of. In the latter, are the 

towns of Mecca, and Medina. The former is 

famous for being the plac_e of Mahomet the 

Impofior's birth, the latter of his burial. 

Lady Louijct. 

I think, my dear Mentoria, the names of 

many of the places you have mentioned, I 

remember to have read in the Scriptures. 

Mentoria. 

Without doubt, as mofl: of the tranfaRions 

recorded in Holy Writ, were performed in this 

quarter of the ·world. It was there the Garden 

of Eden was :fituated, and confequently the 

firfl: place on the Globe that was inhabited. 

It is alfo remarkable that the fall and redemp

tion of mankind were both effe8:ed in the 

fame regions. The one caufed by our fir.fr 

parents tranfgreffion; the other miraculoufly 

wrought by our Bleffed Saviour's birth, fuf. 

f erings, and refurreRion. 

Lady Mary. 

I fuppofe the people in A:fia, are more 

than commonly religious ; as fuch wonders 

were performed in their country. 

L 
Mentoria. 
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J..fentoria. 

It is a very natural conclufion for you to 
draw, but extraordinary as it may feern, the 
Chrifiian Religion has fuffered much hy Ma
hometanifm, which almofi univerfally prevails 
in thofe parts ; and the grofs idolatry pra8:ifed 
by the inhabi~ants of the mofi difiinguiilied 

- places in this quarter of the Globe: which 
has caufed almofi a total fubmiffion of primi
tive and genuine Chrifiianity. 

Lord George. 

In what part of Aua , was our Saviour born ? 

lvlentoria. 

In Bethlehem of Judea; and in the n eigh
bouring country he performed his miracles. He 
alfo preached the Gofpel in Jerufalem, and 
places contiguous; and in thofe parts infiru&ed 
his Difciples, and was crucified on Mount Cal-
vary. 

Lord George. 

ls J erufalem a famous place now ? 

Mcr1toria. 

As the Prophets had foretold, it was defiroy
ed, and literally not one fione left upon ano
ther: it was fubdued by Titus Vefpafian a great 

Roman 
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R oman General after a long fiege , and was 

lm rnt and totally demolifhed Anno Domini 

70. Which caufed the Jews to be a dif perf ed 

people : and proves, that as they difdained to 

accept the promifed Melli.ah, they mu!l and will 

remain fugitives on earth ! 

Lady Mary. 

I hope, my dear Mentoria, you have not 

quite finifhed, I feel myfelf fo interefl.ed in 

thefe Geographical traits ; more particul arly 

when you mix them with thofe of hifiory. 

Mentoria. 

I fhould be happy to expatiate on the fub

je8:, but I mufi be under the neceffity at pre

fent, of turning my thoughts to Africa, which 

is a Peninfula, and is joined to Afia by the 

lfthmus of Suez. It's fituation is between 18 

degrees Weft, and 50 Eaft Longitude, and 

between 37 North, and 35 South Latitude, 

and is bounded by the Mediterranean Sea on 

the North; the Ifthmus of Suez, the Red Sea, 

and the Indian Ocean on the Eaft; and by 

the Atlantic O cean on the W efi; and the 

S outhern O cean on the South. 

L ord 
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Lord George. 

ls Africa as big as Europe, my dear Mentoria? 

Mentoria. 

It is nearly as large again, and is computed 
to be 14,400 miles in circumference. It is 
divided into the following countries, Barbary, 
Zaara, Egypt, Negroland, Guinea, Abyfiinia, 
Abex, Nubia, Zanguebar, Anian, Mor.omod 
topa, Monomugi, Congo, and Cafraria. 

Lady Mary. 

What are the principal Hlands in Africa? 

Mentoria. 

Madagafcar, ·which alfo bears the name of 
St. Lawrence; the Cape de Verd H1ands; 
the Canaries, Madeira ; the Guinea Ifles ; 
and the Iflands of St. Helena, and Afcenfion, 
with fome inconfiderable ones in the Ethiopic 
Sea. 

Lord George. 

Which are the mo.fl famous Rivers ? 

Mentoria. 

The Nile in Nubia and Egypt; the n ver 
Senegal, called Niger, of which the Gambia 
is only a part., 

L adv r 
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- Lady lvlary. 

Pray, my good ·Mentoria, inform us of the 

different places mo:ll worthy of attention? 

Mentoria. 

The metropolis of Barbary 1s Fez, befides 

which there are republics of Algiers, Tripoli, 

Tunis, and Barca. Zaara the ancient N umi

dia. Negroland and Guinea, confi:ll of fix 

parts : Negroland, Guinea, Loango, Congo, 

Benguela, and Mataman. Abyffinia with Nu

bia, and the coa:ll of Abex, is an extenfive 

country, and has Egypt on the North. Zan

guebar and Anian is a barren defert inhabited 

by the Arabs. Cafraria, is the country where 

the Hottentots live, near the Cape of Good 

Hope, whofe manners are proverbially brutal. 

Monomotopa, joins to Cafraria, and is an in

land trading country; Monomugi is in the 

vicinage of Monomotopa, and of no great 

note. Egypt, the mo:ll di:llinguifhed African 

nation, has Grand Cairo for it's capital. Alex

andria, and Thebes, alfo, were once objeEls 

of admiration and wonder. 

Lord George. 

What are the mofi remarkable Mountains? 

Mentorz'a .. 
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Aientoria. 

The Lybian Ivlount near Egypt; and Mour.t 
Atlas, fituated between Biledulgerid and Bar
bary, from which the Atlantic Ocean derives it' r. 
name; the-Mountain of the Moon in Ethiopia; 
and a hill of an amazing height, in Teneriffe, 
one of the Canary Hlands. 

Lady Mary. 

Was it not in Egypt the Ch~ldren of Ifrael 
fuffere<.l fuch hardihips ? 

Mentoria. 

Yes : the Pyramids are fuppof ed by fome, 
to have been built by them, whilfi in bon
dage, to ferve as Maufoleums for the Egyptia:r;1. 
Kings. 

Lady Mary. 
Is Africa a defirable fituation, and are the 

inhabitants polifhed in their manners ? 

Mentoria. 

It is a count1y that abounds with deferts, 
and for the greater part is of an unfavourable 
climate ; the natives a1fo are 1efs civilized in · 
their manners, than mo.fr other parts of the 
Globe. 
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Lady Lowfa. 

Are not poor Negroes foid in Africa ? 

Aientoria. 

Yes, the f1aye trade, as it is ufua11y ca1led, 
is tranfa8:ed in Negroland, chiefly on the coafl 
of Guinea ; a kind of commerce ·wh ich is re
pugnant to human nature, and an unjufrifiable 

infringeme nt, on the privileges granted by 
Providence, to every clafs of rational crea
tures : it mu.fl therefore be allowed to be a 

heinous crime to deprive a human being of 
that liberty, which the rnoft. fero cious beafr, or 
meaneft reptile enjoy. We mufl now leave 
Africa, and take an imaginary trip over the 
Atlantic Ocean, which will condu8: us to 
America. 

Lord George. 

I am impatient to hear the particulars of 
that part of the World, as at prefent the un
happy contdi that fubfi:fl:s, renders it an uni
verfal topic of converfation. 

Ivlentoria. 

America (or the New World, as it is ufually 
called) reaches from the North Pole to the 

57th degree oC South Latitude, it confifis of 
two large Continents, and is bounded to the 

North 
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Porth by unknown parts ; and to the South, 
by the South Sea; Eafiward by the Atlantic 
Ocean, and to the vVefi by the Pacific Ocean. 
The Continents or Peninfulas already men
tioned, are di.fling11ifhed from their fituations 
by the names of North and South America; 
,vhich are joined by Mexico, that forms an 
Ifrhmus near 1,500 miles in length, yet at 
Darien the paffage is fo narrow., the commu
nication between the Oceans is eafily effeEled. 

Lord George. 

From the account you have gi\·cn of the 
dimenfions of the Ifihmus, I fuppofe the ex
tent of America is very great. 

Jvfgntoria. 

It is about 8,000 miles in length, and is an 
-amazing traEl of land, it is alfo naturally the 
befi provided with the comforts and conve
niences of life, of any part of the Globe, and 
has peculiar advantages, refpeEl:ing communi
cation with other places; as it is beyond com
pare better fupplied with water than any 
other fpot in the known '\Vorld. North Ame
rica contains the following Provinces, the 
Floridas, Georgia, Carolina, difiinguifhed by 
the names of North and South, according to 

the 
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l~1e ref petlive fituations, Virginia, rvraryland, 

Penfylvania, the Jerfeys, New York, New 

England, Nova Scotia, Canada, Efkimaux 

or New Britain. 
Lord George. 

Are not the revolting Colonies there, my 

dear Mentoria? 
lvfentoria. 

Yes, my Lord, the unhappy plan of taxing, 

and changing the government over them, difu

nited them from the Mother Country, and now 

the greater part are firuggling for in dependency. 

Lord Geor!Te, 
<J 

\Vhat are the chief tow11s of the Provinces 

jufi mentioned ? 
"/Ir • 11~entona. 

T he capital of Ea.fl Florida, is St. Augufiine; 

of Vv cfi Florida, Penfacola; Georgia, capital 

Savannah; North and South Carolina, capital 

Charles Town; Virginia, of which the capital 

was formerly James Town, but at prefent 

V/illiamfburgh ; Maryland, capital Anapolis; 

Penfylvania, capital Philadelphia; the Jerfeys, 

capital Elizabeth Town; New York, capital 

New York; New England, capital Bofion; 

Nova Scotia, capital Annapolis-Royal; Canada, 

capital Quebec; New Britain or Efkimaux, 

b.cing a. barren country~ and intenfely cold, has 
no 
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no fettiement eflablifhed there,_ but by the 

natives. 
Lady Jvl.ary. 

Are thefe all the places which belong to 

the Englifl1 ? 
1Uentoria. 

Yes, except fome fettlements in Hudfon ·s 

Bay, and the coafl of Greenland. \Ve mufl 

now confider the territories in poffdTion 

of Spain, which are Old Mexico, or N"ew 

Spain; New l\!1exico, or Louifiana. 

Lord George. 

\Vhat are their principal Towns or Cities? 

Aientoria. 

In Old Mexico, Mexico; La Vera Cruz; 

Truxello; and the port of Acapulco. In New 

M·exico, Santa Fe. 

Lady Mary. 

vVhat are the principal Rivers in North 

America? 
]Vlentoria. 

The Mifliffippi; the Ohio; and the river of 

St. Lawrence. 
Lord Geor[Fe. 

0 

As America is a Continent, it can have no 

ICTands ? 
1-Uentoria. 
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Mentoria. 

Y cs, thofe in the Atlantic O cean, ufually 

called in the W dl Indies, are in fome degree 

annexed to North America, and thofe in the 

South Sea, to South America, which we will 

refpe8:ively confider; thofe that are called the 

Carib bee Iilands are as follow : Jamaica, St. 

Cfarifiophers, commonly called St. Kitts, An

tigua, Dominica, Barbadoes, the Granades, 

Barbuda, ivlontferrat, Tobago, St. Vincents, 

befides the Caribbees in Newfoundland, Cuba, 

H ifpanjola, Porto Rico., the Virgin Hlands, 

T rinidad, 11argaretta, IVIartinique, and Gua

dal.o upe. 

Lord George. 

Are there any Mountains in North America? 

Mentoria. 

There are none very confiderable, but what 

are called the Apalachian l\llountains. Ame

rica is not a Mountainous country; yet thofe 

that are there, are the large.fl in the World. 

In Canada, is the wonderful catara8:, or water 

falls of Niagara, the fiream · of which is near 

a mile wide, divided by a rocky fubfiance of 

a femicircular form, and the perpendicular 

height from which it falls is near one hundred 

F and 
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. .and fifty feet, the noife of which is heard at 
more than fifteen miles di.flance. 

Lord George. 

Have you finifhed your account of North. 
America? 

· Mentoria. 

Yes, my Lord, and am now going to tnform. 
you, that South America is fituated in the 
South Sea, by which it is almoft encompaffed. 
It is divided into fevem parts, Terra Firm a~ 
of which the capital towns are Surinam, Pa 
nama, Porto Bello, and Carthagena; Peru 
has for it's capital Lima; Amazonia is a very 
large fertile traR of land, which has the 
greatefi river in the known World, with regard 
to t}1e length of it's courfe, and the depth of it's 
1vater, and which bears the name of Amazon. 

Lady Atfary. 

Have I not read of Female W ar.riors, called 
·by the name of Amazon& ? 

Mentoria. 

Yes,, my dear, and it is faid it was on the 
.fhore of this river, the Portugueze in fome of 
,their enterprizes met with thefe heroic women; 
£roi:p. whom the country derives it's name .. 

B1,1t 
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But I mufi forbear digreffions, and return to 
Terra Firma, to info.rm you Brafil is one of 
the divHions, the chief to~.rn of which is 
St. Salvador; Paraguay, or Rio de Plata is 
,another, the capital belonging to it is Buenos 
Ayres; Chili, which is very mountainous, has 
for it's capital St. Jago; Terra Magellanica, or 

-Patag-onia, the inland parts of wh.i.ch, are but 
\ 

-little known ; though there are various fettle~ 
~ments on the coafi of the firaits of Magellan. 

Lord 'George .. 

What Hlands are there in South America ? 

A!f entoria. -' 

'Chiloe; the King's or Pearl H1ands, Juan 
'.Fernandes; the Gallipago's H1ands; Falkland's: 
ifiands ; ancl the Hla11d T erra del F-uego. 

Lady Louija. 
Are th.ere any great Mountains in thof e parts 

y ot1 ,have akeady mentioned .? 

Mentoria... 

Yes, the Andes, which are efieemcd the 
'longefi and higheil: chain of mountains on the 
.known earth, which: exte11d North and South, 
:from the mofi northern parts of Perµ, 1:o t!11:~ 
tftraits of .Magellan. 
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Lord George. 

"\1/hat are the moil famous Rivers in South 

America? 

Mentoria. 

The nver of Amazon, already mentioned; 

and the Rio de la Plata, the. firfi rifing in 

Peru, the other in the centrical part of the 

country; alfo the Oronoque, which is a very 

·confiderable river, though not comparable to 

the others, which are amazing bodies of water, 

and from their extent .almofi deferve the name 

of Frefh Water Oceans! 

Lady Mary. 

How long 1s it, fince America ·was dif

covered? 
lv1entoria. 

08:ober 11, 1.492, by Columbus, and in 

the year 1497 was named America, by Ame

ricus V ef putius. 

Lord George. 

Did Columbus and Vefputius difcover the 

whole of America ? 

Mentoria. 

No, one Cabot, .employed by our Henry the 

- evcnth, failed along the North Eaft coafi of 
America, 
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America, to 67 degrees of North Latitude, 1n 

the year 1,±98. Alfo in 1513 Vafco Nune-s de

Bilbao fide difcoYered Cuba to be an Ifland, 

and ere8:ed a fortrefs at Panama : but the 

next, and lafl enterprizing genins, who was 

· inflrumental in the early difcoverics of Ame

rica, was Hernando Cortez, who conciuercd 

1v1exico, the 13th of Augufi 1521. 

Lord George. 

What a great man he mu.fl: ha-:e been, to 

perform fuch wonderful things! 

~Mentorz'a. 

We fhould always endeavour tc, tl1ink tha( 

thofe revolutions ·which States, or any other fol>-· 

lunary powers undergo, are tlie cffefts of Divine 

'Wifdom, rather than the operations of human 

{kill. I know na hiftory more affe8:ing t11an 

that of the conqudl of Mexico; as the Em

peror Montezuma was a d.upe to the treachery 

and deep laid machinations of Cortez, '"ho 

was a defigning man, capable of forming 

great enterprizes, and alfo able to put them·: 

into execution. At fir.fl he got ground in the 

Emperor's dominions, under a falfe !hew of 

friend01ip, by the means of which, he gai11ccl 

his end, as by a flight pretence of having rc-

F 3 ccived 
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-teived. injurious treatment, he foon attad .. ecf 
fome of Montezuma's fubjeas, . and entirely 
~1efiroyed them : Thi-s alartne4 the Empern:r 
fo much, he forrendered himfelf to Cortez ;. .. 
who pretended to make no advantage thereby, 
and fufferecl lv1ontezuma to enjoy the privi
kges of royalty: but after a fhort time he 
feized his perfon, afcer which his officers be
gan to plunder the city of Niexico, the trea
fures of which \'v·ere immenfe; in the fiege it is. 
computed 100,000 lVlexicans feir vithms to-
the fate of war. There are various reports 
ref peEhng the Emperor's death,.. but it is gene
ra11y fuppofed he was murdered by the Spa
niards, after having received a wound in the 
general fcuffie. 

Lady louifa. 
In what manner was Cortez rewarded for

thefe great fervices ? 

lvfentoria~ 

He met with the general fate of uforpers; 
as he was defpifed for his cruelty, though he 
was extolled for hie; valour. The Court of 
Spain remanded him to give an account of 
his conduEt, in defence of the varicus charc:res . r:,i 

Qf inhumanity laid again.ft him~ however the 
trc;tfu c:. 
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tr'ea(ures he carried thither, obJ1:ru8ecl the 

courf e of jufrice ; therefore he was exempt

cd from all punifhment, excepting what 

his own confcience mufi infli&. He ·was 

rtever fu:ffered to return to Mexico, Lut re

mained ·at the Court of Spain till bis cleat Ji, . 

which happened in IfHS, \-vhere he lived in 

a-fiate little better than captivity, for he en

joyed his liberty, but in a very limited degree : 

which proves that the honours of lawlefs con

querers are but of fhort duration; and that 

outrages on our fellow creatures, even in this 

prefent :flate, are· fubjea to the laws of retri

bution! 
Lady Mary. 

I am much obliged to your my dear Men:. 

toria, for the entertaining :flory you have j-uili 

recited. 
Mentoria. 

I mull now take my leave of Hiftory ~ and:' 

purfue my Geographical traa; in order to 

give you fome notion of w?at is meant by 
the Latitude and Longitude of places. 

Lady Lo-uifa. 

I mufl confefs, my dear Mentoria, I am 

a1mofl afbamed to own, 1 have a very imper

fd} conception of what thofe te,rms mean, 

F' 4 notwith-



ON ELOCUTIO}l 

notwith:fl:anding you have fo often explained 
them. 

.Nlentoria . 

. You have, I am convinced, a clear idea of 
the artificial fphere or globe, that is divided 
into 360 degrees, each of which, is 60 Geo
graphical miles, which is more than 69 Briti01 
miles; therefore the circumference of the Globe 
is 2,i ,840 EngEfh or Britifh miles, and the 
diameter nearly 7,900 miles. I have already 
informed you there is a line paffes through 
the centre of the Globe, called the Axis, on 
which it turns round every twenty-four hours; 
the extreme points of which , are called the 
Poles of the Earth, di:fl:inguiili~d by the names 

-of the Araic or North Pole, the Antarctic or 
South Pole. y OU are alfo, I am perfealy 
affured, acquainted with the fituation of the 
Zenith, and N aair; I fhall therefore proceed 
to inform you, that the next circle to be con
fidered, is the Equator -or Equinoaial line, 
which divides the earth into two hemifpheres 
or equal parts, the one North, the other South; 
and on this circle the 360 degrees of Longi
tude are marked, which begin at the fidl: 
Meridian, and proceed Ea:fl:ward, till they en
compafs the Globe. 

Lord 



AND GEOGRAPHY. 105 

Lord George. 

Pray, my dear Mentoria, what 1s the 11e

ridian? 
ftfentoria. 

The Meridian divides the Eaflern and W ef

tern hemifphere, and upon this circle are marked 

the degrees of Latitude, which are meafurcd 

from the Equator to the North or South Pole. 

Latitude is the diflance of places, meafured on 

the Meridian, from the Equator to·wards the 

North , or South Pole; the North Pole is a 

point 90 degrees North of the Equator, an<l 

the South Pole a fimilar point 90 degrees South 

of the Equator; the Poles are the points where 

Latitude terminates~ and · the I'vieridians unite. 

All places therefore, which are between the 

Equator and the North Pole, are faid to be in 

North Latitude, and all between the Equator 

and South Pole, are in South Latitude: hence 

you may obferYe, that thofe places which have 

no Latitude are on the Equator where Latitude 

begins, that no place can have more than 90 

degre~s North or South Latitude, and that the 

place which hath 90 degrees Latitude muil be 

under one of the Poles where-Latitude ends. 

Longitude is the diflance· of places meafured 

on the Equator Eafiward, or W e:fiward ; or it 

F 5 ~ 
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is the difiance Eafi or vVefi,. between any two• 
Ivieridians, and no place can be removed from 
another, on the G-lobe,. above 180 degrees of 
Longitude towards the Ea:fl or Well, the cir
cumference ~f the Globe being 360. 

Thofe of Longitude fo_ew how many degrees. 
any place is frnm it's. chief town or eity,. \vhich 
is confidercd as the Ivieridian of that map. -

Lord George. 

I €annot clearly comprehend how thofe
figLtres can :fhe,-v the difrances of pl aces. 

l'Jentoria .. 

It is very eafy to reconcile the feeming dif
£culty which attends it,. when I inform you
every 15 degrees is reckoned at the rate of an. 
hour ; therefore every place which is fituate<l 
15 degrees Eafl of Engtand·, will have th e fon 
Dne hour before us ; as, for in.flance, Naples: 
?.. nd, as a natural confequence-, places fitua ted 
15 degrees vVefl: of us, will apparently have 
ihe fun one hour after ~s, as Madeira: which 
ihews not only the di.flance hut the cli
mates of different countries, and thereby Geo
graphers are enabled to afcertain the length of 
the days, and many other curious particulars, 
refpeaing the moft diftant regions~ 

Lady 
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Lady Louij-a. 

1 begin now to comprehend thofe infirnc

tions you have fo often given me in vain , 

my dear Mentoria; but am impatient to know 

what ate the ufe of the figures which mark · 

the latitude. 
Afentoria. 

1 have already informed you every degree of 

Latitude, bears the computation of 60 miles, 

therefore a good Geographer, when he hear3-

how many degrees any place extends either in· 

North or South Latitude, is enabled to form . 

an idea of it's fituation and d.imenfions. 

Lord George. 

I think that muft be very difficult. 

Mtnlo1ria . 

Not in the leafi,. my Lord, to perfons wh~ · 

are accufiomed to nice cakulations, and Geo

graphical refearches .. 

Lady lviary. 

Have you finifhed,. my dear Mentoria ? 

Mentoria . 

l"or the· prefent, my dear, as I have drawn 

you a. rough iketch of the different rarts of a 

I 6 ;map, 
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map, or at leafl of the chief obj eels you will find 
either on globes or on charts ; which I hope will 
ferve to imprefs my inflruElions on your minq, 
as you will find fome of the particulars I have 
jufl treated on, ful!y explained in Plate I. 



_Plate, -1. 

CONTINENT 

Ei 
Town 

+ 

0 CEAN 

i OTlTH 

I'-

H:ill" 

(}l( 

Mountains 

__;lJ A I LV L _.el N JJ 

SO U TH 

-z.--
Courfe of Winds 
Tiu: bn r·br<t .,m,1 of"tnl' 

_l)a 1 ·i t11:r.c..-:(;S 1/u , ·ou :fa. 
"f., • 

- -- ----- -
A· .1,.\llurcy, Jnv ~ 





DI ALO G U E V. 

F R I D A Y. 

On the Derivation of Words, and 
Geography. 

Lady Mary. 

I Do not mean, my good Mentoria, to pre

f cribe the fubjea of your infiruaions; yet 

I was fo much pleafed with the derivation of 

the word Cambridge, I wifh you could recolleEi: 

any infiance of the fame nature. 

Mentoria. 

I will readily comply with your requefi, my 

dear Lady Mary ; and though the infiances I 

may produce, will not perhaps anfwer fo lite

rally, their reference will be ~qually jufi, to 
fome 
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fome circumfi:ance or word in a foreign lan
guage ; which expreffes the fenfe, and confii
tute_s the meaning. For example: the word 
quadrupede, which fignifies a four-footed ani
mal, is derived from the Latin, and literaliy 
means four feet. The Adelphi was called by 
that name, becaufe it was built by brotherc5,. 
which in Greek is expreffed by the word adel
phos. Virginia was difcovered by Sir lf/alter 
Raleigh, in the reign of Queen Elizaleth, and 
called fo, as a compliment to her, as fhe was 
never married. 

Lady Louifa. 
I hope, my dear l\!lentoria, you ·w11l point 

out fome more examples; as I am much 
pleafed with thofe you have produced. 

Ment{)ria. 

Philadelphia, a fettlement 1n America,
which is chiefly inhabited by Quakers, took 
it's name from the particular tenets of that feB:; 
whi ch are a fyfrem of philanthrophy al').d bro
therly love. (Though I am no Grecian) I pre
fume, the word Philadelphia is derived from the 
Greek, and means brotherly love. The Cape 
ef Good Hope was difcovered by the French, 
in endeavouring to find the North-Weft 
paffage, which afforded them _refrelliment p-

and. 
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and infpired them with the hope of making 

other ufeful difcoveries : hence they called 1t 

The Cape de bonne Ejperance. 

Lord Georgt. 

I w~lli you could tell the c~ufe from whence 

every thing takes it's name. 

Mentoria. 

I Ihall now inform you, from whence tha 

Ou-arter of the world, called America, derives ..,._, 

it's origin. This vafi traa of land was d1fco-

vered by Chrifiopher Columbus, a native of 

Genoa. Affairs of fuch great importance 

cannot always be completed by the projector : 

hence it was, that Americus Vefputius, a Flo

rentine, immortalized his name by completing 

the work Columbus. began, who undoubtedly 

had the greatefi merit: notwithfi.anding, the 

whole country derived it's name from Americus 

V r:Jputius; and as names of places are ufually 

feminine, it was called America. 

Lady Ma1y. 

I think that was extremely unju:!l:: I Ihould 

think it very hard, if my fifier did a few leaves 

in my flower piece, to have it called her ba!ket 

of flowers. 
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lvlentoria. 

If we ferioufly confider, Columbus does not 
feem in fuch a pitiable, nor Americus Vefpu
tius in fuch an enviable fl:ate, as at firfl: fight we 
are apt to imagine. All perfons of fenfe and 
learning afcribe the merit to Columbus: whiHl: 
Vefputius, who arrogantly thought to engro!s 
the whole honour of the difcovery, is difap
pointed, by (I venture to pronounce) half of 
the world not knowing from what or w horn~ 
America took it's name. I fhall now fubjoin 
a few obfervations on Geography; which, I 
hope, will entertain and improve you. 

Lorcf George .. 

I am extremely glad, as it is a fubjea ·which 
deeply engages my attention. 

Mentoria. 

I have already told you the world is rou.ncl.:. 
it is neceffary you fhould know it is. convex. 

Lady Louifa. 
Pray, what is convex, my dear Mentoria? 

lvlentoria. 

Convex is direaly oppofite to · concave. To 
familiarize the idea; the outfide of a tea-cup 

lS 
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is convex, and the infide concave. I fhall now 

inform you, the top of the fphere or globe 

is called the Zenith : hence it is, this term is 

pften ufed in a figurative fenfe, to defcribe a 

perfon in the mo.ft exalted ftate, by faying, they 

are in the zenith of their glory. The bottom 

of the globe is called the Nadir: I thought I 

might, with equal propriety, ufe this term to 

exprefs a fiate of deprefiion, dire8:ly oppofite 

to the elevated fituation, the word Zenitlz de

notes; which I did m the following lines, 

though I can produce no authority for it. 

The fame when in the Zenith of thy £late, 

Or in the Nadir of affli8:ive fate! 

Lady Mary. 

I never heard of thefe things before : pray, 

.Nlentoria, where did yon get your knowledge ? 

!Ylentoria. 

· I am not conf cious of poffeffing any extra

ordinary degree of knowledge : what I have 

attained, was by indufl:ry and obfervation. I 

have read a great deal, and was always defirous 

to keep company with perfons older than my

fclf. The deference I had for their judgment, 

which I knew was the refult of long expe-

rience, 
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r1ence, ind·uced me to follow their advice : 
hence it was I efcaped many errors, and was 
enabled to form my fentiments by the rules of 
prudence and difcretion. I fhall now explain 
to you, what the Antipodes are. 

Lady Louifa. 
I cannot imagine what they can be : I never 

heard of them. 

Mentoria. 
They are thofe perfons·1 who inhabit parts · 

of the globe direaly oppofite to each other : 
confequently, as the world is tound, the fect
of the one mu!l be direaly parallel with the 
feet of the other. You will, I dare fay, figure 
to yourfelf, that th€ Antipodes walk on their.: 
h.eads, whilfi you fecurely tread on your feet t 

Lord George. 
How, my- good Mentoria,. can it be other.;... 

wife? 
Mentoria. 

Undoubtedly: as the world moves on an· 
axi8.t and (if I may be allowed the expreffion) 
is air-hung. The fpace in which it is fufpend
ed, is called the atmof phere. 

LO'Td 
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Lord George. 

Pray, Mentoria, what is an Axis? 

}llentoria. 

As your Lordfhjp compares the- world often 

to a cricket-ball, I fhall purfue the fimile. If 

you were to thrufi a fiick through the centre of 

your balJ, which would enable you to turn it 

round, the :flick on which it is moved -w~uld 

be the axis. 

Lady lvlary. 

Is it pafi a doubt then, that the world moves ? 

I am furprifed, we do not perceive it. 

Mentoria. 

There is not the lea.fr reafon to quefi:ion it •. 

Hence it is, that we are the antipodes to thofe; 

who poffefs the oppofite part of the globe. 

Our advantages are equal, though we enjoy 

them at different times. It is midnight with 

them, when it is noon-clay with us. Their 

l'ongefi day is our fhortefi: and the length of 

their day is equal to the length of our night. 

The term antzjJodes is often ufed metaphori

cally, to defcribe thofe perfons, whofe fen ti " 

ments and manners are diametrically oppofite. 

Lady 
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Lady louifa. 
I can fcarcely believe, the ·world 1s 111 per

petual motion. 

Aientoria. 

The revolution of the earth on it 's mvn axis, 
'is called the diurnal motion I which is per
formed in the fpace of twenty-four hours, and 
caufes the foccellion of <lay and night. That 
part of the ea.rth, which in the regular courfe is 
hidden from the light of the fun, muh naturairy 
be involved in darknefs; which confritutes 
what is· called night : whilfr the oppofite part 
of the globe is cheered by the rays of the fun, 
and enjoys day-light with all it's attendant 
comforts. 

Lady lvla1J'. 
' 

I underfiand this Yery clearly : but what 
caufes morning and eyening ? 

lvlentoria. 

The oblique dire8:ion of the rays of the fun, 
which are produced by the regular gradation 
of the earth, in her procefs round the fphere,. 
m which fhe moves. 

Lady Louifa. 

I have often heard people talk of the Hori
zon, pray ·what is it? 

lr1entoria. 
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lvlentoria. 

The Horizon divides the upper and lower 
Hemifpheres, and confequently bounds our 

profpe8:s : a~ it would be impoflible for our 
eyes to difcern any obje8: beyond that point, 
which may clearly be proved by drawing a 
line round an apple, and fuppofing an emmet 
was placed upon it, by which means you 
would be convinced that his views could not 

poffibly exceed the Horizon you had formed ; 
.as after that f pace, the earth like the apple 
gradually diminiD1es in confequence of it's 
Ipherica1 form~ to the point of the Nadir; 
which is oblivi.on to us! 

Lord George. 

·what difiance is there between the Ho

rizon and the N aclir ? 

Mentoria. 

Ninety degrees, and the fame number alfo 
between the Horizon and the Zenith, which 

is the point above us, as the Nadir is the 
-point beneath us. 

Lady Mary. 

Pray what are the Tropics ? 

Mentoria. 
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Mentoria. 

They £hew the dec1enfion of the Sun from 
·the Equator ; the Tropic of Cancer, or the 
Northern Tropic encompaffes the globe twenty
three degrees one half North of the Equator, 
and the Tropi·c of Capricorn twenty-tl~r-ee de
grees one half South of the Equator : beyond 
the limits of which the fun does not pafs. 

Lord George. 

1 fuppofe thofe countries mufi be very hot. 

Aientoria. 

And in general very unhealthy, as the cli
mates a_re unfavourable, not only from heat, 
but the heavy rains which fall in thefe regions 
at certain periods. Tl1e Tropical countries are 
.abundant in all the valuable and beautiful pro
duaions of natm'e; but generaHy prove fatal 
to European adventurers, ·1Nho fettle there. 

Lady 1vlary. 

Pray, my dear Mentoria, tell us fomething 
more. I affure you, I have thought a great 
deal about what you faid concerning the Ho
r izon, and fuppofe when we fee the Sun fet., 
;i t :links beneath the Horizon. 

Mentorz'.a. 
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Mentoria. 

U ndoubtedly, my dear, when v,e are de
prived of his bright rays, it is owing to the 
.r.evolving motion of the planet we inhabit ·; 
as his lufrre always fhines undiminiilied, which 
is clearly proved, by his gradual difappear
ance, one of the fir;iefi fpe8:acles nature 
affords : from which it is evident, the other 
Hemifphcre -enjoys his light, when we are 
deprived Qf it. 

Lady Louifa. 
Let me en treat you, my dear Mentoria, not 

t-0 .conclude your infl:ru8:ions for this morning. 

Mentoria .. 
It is n 0t -my intent, my dear Lady Louifa. 

1 il1all now proceed to exp-lain, what .caufes 
the viciffitudes of heat and cold, and the re

_, gular fucceflion of the feafons. The earth, 
.as a planet, performs it's courfe round the 
fun in three hundred and fixty-five days, 
which is called a folar year. Heat is occa
fio ne-d by the rays of the fun being tranf-
mitted in a perpendicular diretlion ; and cold 
,fro m the ce!fation, or obliquity of it's rays. 
·The gradual change from one feafon to ano-
ther, is produced by the regular procefs of 

3 .the 
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the earth's revolution round the fun. 1 fhall 

now proceed to explain the different cli

mates, which are claffed under the title of 

ZonesA 

Lady Mal)'· 

I think, I have read of people wearing 

zones ; fo that it appears not probable, any 

part of drefs can have the leafl: connection 

with Geography. 

Mentoria. 

Zone figni£es a girdle or any thing which 

encompaffes: hence it is, thefe divifions of 

the earth are called fo, becauf e they go round 

the globe. There are .five zones; one torrz'd, 

which ris a term for extreme heat ; as the fun 

is vertical, ()r dire8:ly over the head twice 

~very year, - and alfo produces no fhado.w: 

this climate is intenfely hot. The countries 

fituated under the torrid zone, are the Conti

nent of Africa, Guinea, Lyhia, Abyffini.a, 

Arabia Felix, Eafl:-India, fome part of Ame

rica, and New Guinea, with many ifland.s, the 

inhabitants of which are chiefly black. 

Lady 
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Lady Louifa. 

I I11ould not lik~ _ to live under the torrid 
,.zone; fhould you, Mentoria? 

A1entoria. 

' Certainly none would chuf e a fituation, 
,where the difadvantages are fo evident. vVe 
.-are now going to confider the two temperate 
zones ( under one of which, we are fo for
tunate as to b.e placed). They are called 
fo from being fituated between the torrid 
.and the frigid zones; and are di:flinguifhed 
-under the Northern temperate zone, and the 
Southern temperate zone. Under the former, 
England is fituated, Spain, France, Genna
·ny, Italy, Scotland, Ireland, the greatefr p-art 
-of Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Poland, Ruf
fia, the Leffer Afi.a, Natolia, Greece, Jude<( 
'Of Pale:fline, Aff yri~ and the chief part of 
the Greater Afia, viz. Armenia, Perfia, part 
-of India, of Great Tartary, and of Chinao 
Japan, and the chief part of North America, 
with many iflands. Under the South . tem 0 

perate zone .lie the uttermo:fl parts of Africa, 
and the Cape of _Good Hope ; as alfo a great 

,.part of S.outh America. 

G Lady 
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Lady iWary. 

I fuppofe we fhall now hear abont the frigid 
zones, which rou jufl: now mentioned. 

A1.entoria. 

The two .frigid zones derive their name, 
from their fituation being intenf cly cold. 
Under the North frozen zone, Greenl and and 
Spitzbcrgen are fituated, famous for the whale 
fiD1ery; ,vith the greatefl: part of Tartary, the 
points of Norway and Swedeland, the heart of 
Lapland and Finland, the uttermoft part of 
_t~.merica, and the bounds of Europe. The 
boifl:erous winds, and rough feas, preYcn t the 
countries being well known, that lie under 
the South frozen zone. There have been 
many attempts i'l1ade, which have hitherto 
proved unfuccefaful, on account of the fick
_nefs,, want of provifions, and other hardD1ips 
the fai lor mufl: undergo in fuch a fe,·ete cli
mate; which difcourage them. from making 
further difcoveries. 

Lord George. 

If you were compelled to live under one of 
the zones, which would you prefer, the frigid 
f:J,r torrid. ? 

Ji-fentoriq , 
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Mwtoria. 

I ·will leave it to your own judgment, when 
I have explained the advantages and difadvan
tages incident to each. Providence has wifely 
ordained, that in thofe climates, where the 
heat difables the inhabitants from fevere la
bour, there is an abund:rnce of all the produc

tions of the earth; and has granted the bleffing 

of plenty, to compcnfate for the want of 
health, and other comforts their fituatiun 
deprives them of. Riches feem i ndifpenfa
bly neceffary to thofe, '\vho inhabit any hot 
country; as they not only minif1er the con
Yeniencic-~, but the luxuries of life, which, 
iu fome degree, arc neceffary to alleviate 
the laflitu<le and inactivity the climate pro~ 
duce .. <;. 

Lady Louifa. 

I have not the leafi doubt, I Ihou)d prefer 

the torrid to the frigid zone. 

1Vlentoria. 

Be not ha.fly in your determination; al
ways hear both fides of the que.flion, be
fore you -determine in favour of eit.her. I 
.am inclined to think, I Ihould frand nen-

G 2 ter; 
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-ter ; thoug11 I do not mean to bias you.r 

judgment. 

Lady Af.ary.. 

Now., my dear JV.Ientoria, point out the 

.advantages of the frigid zone: the profpea 

appears fo very dreary, I cannot imagine in 

·what they co.nfift. 

lvientoria. 

The coldnefs of the climate renders the 

foil unfruitful in all vegetable produaions. 

To compenfate for this deficie11cy, thofe 

countries abound with animals of different 

.kinds, which afford food and raiment; alfo 

fifh of various forts. The inhabitants are 

Yery induftrious, and can endure infinite fa. 

-tigue; all the comforts they enj.oy~ are pro. 

-duced by their own labour.: neither can there 

be a fl:ronger incitement to indufiry, than 

the refleEbon, that our fuftenance depends 

.upon the full ex'ertion of our abilities : as 

a fincere endeavour to produce this effea, 

is ever . bleifed with means by the kind 

hand of Providence. In many of the re 4 

mote countries of the frozen zone, there are 

JJ.O means of obtaining food, but by hunting 

ox 
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or fifning, as there is no refource of a market. 

Neither can the inhabitants fay, " To-day I 

will have veal for dinner; _I am tired of 

mutton;" as Providence, not choice, for

niihes their repaft, and which, from the fhare 

of healt~ and frrength they enjoy, is often bet
ter reli{hed than all the Afiatic dainties·. They 

are ufually long-lived, which may be account-· 
ed for thus : as heat caufes an univerfal laffi

tude, by relaxing the nervous f yfrem, and con
fequently fhortens the duration of Lfe; fo it 

follows-, as a natural confequence, . that- cold. 
braces up and invigorates the- human· frame, 
which produces many infrances of longevity. 
Every fituation in life has it's peculiar advan

tages: as every bleffing we enjoy, l0fes part 

of it's value by poffeffion, I ~m clearly of. opi
nion, thofe ci'rcurnfi:ances, which appear to us 

in a formidable light, are not efl:eerned fuch 
great evils by thofe accuftomed to their pref

fure. There· is a paffage in Pope's Effay on 

Man, which, by taking the liberty to alter 

0ne word, 1s applicable to my prefent pur
pofe. 

But where th' extreme of cold was ne'er agreed,. 
Afk where's the North? At York, 'tis on the 

T weed · , 

Ga 
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In Scotland, at the Orcades, and there, 
At Greenland, Zembla, or the LordknoWs·where., 
No creature owns it in the £dl degree, 
But thinks his neighbour further gone than he:. 
Ev'n thofe, who dwell beneath it 's very zone,. 
Or never feel the rage, or never own. _ 
What happier natures Dirink at with affright, 
The hard inhabitant contends is right. 

Lady louifa. 

I ftill think, I had rather live where there 
was great plenty and elegance, than be fubj_ea 
to fuch difficulties. 

ldentoria. 

What, my dear, would it avail you, to have 
your table furnifhed with all the luxuries the 
Ea.fr could afford, if you were not bleffed with 
an appetite to relifh them ? Your fituation 
would be fimilar to that of Tantalus, who had 
always delicious fruits and water before his 

. eyes, though he was never able to tafte either : 
which was inflified on him, as an heavy pu
ni.fhment. 

Lady Mary. 

But if ·we lived in thofe countries, we fhou!d 
have £laves to carry us. about on palanquins, 

with 
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,,·i th canopies <ffer ouF heads, and att endants 
to fan us. 

A1entoria. 

I have fo good an opinion of your Lady4 

Illip's dif pofition, as to think, whe11 you view
ed this circumfiance i.n a fcriou s li ght, it v,rould 
give you great pain; as nothing can more 
deeply affe& an ingenuous mind, than feeing 
a fellow- creature reduced to the neceffity of 
fuffering any hardrnips we cannot endure 0ur
felves; which is greatly increafed, when W(t 

refie&, our convenience is the caufe. I can 
fcarcely imagine, the human heart can be fo. 
callous in the feelings of philanthrophy, as ever 
wholiy to be divefied of pity and compaffion1 ; 

and am inclined to believe, for the honour of 
the human fpecies, they are often :{hf.led,. 
though but feldom ex.tingui!hed. 

The human mind with fenfe of pity wrought·, 
Yields to the force of fympathetic thought; 
Form'd of a texture, which no eye cant ·ace> 
}'olly, and guilt, it's brightnefs does efface : 
A pt to receive impreffions, nor retain 
Thofe, which revi.ew'd, caufe fear and endlefo 

pam. 

G 4 As 
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As notes of mufic, bending to the touch, 
Produce harfa difcord, if they>re prefs.'d too-

much; 
Yet, if the whole in full accordance J01I1,. 
The mental hanrrony is then divine ! 

Lady Louifa •. 
I am quite of your opinion,. my dear Men

toria, and think I fhould never take long jour
neys, if they were performed by fuch painful 
means ; as every ftep the fl aves took, would 
make me uneafy. 

Mentoria. 

We fhalI find in· this, as in moft other in
:fiances of life, the lefs we depend on others~ 
the better the different funaions of our fiate 
are performed. Providence has endued us 
with the faculties of motion, and granted us 
organs fuite<l to the purpofe; the full exertion 
of which is more agreeable and conducive to 
health, than any vehicle luxury or art can in
vent; though, under many circumfiances, they 
are extremely ufeful. 

Lady Jvlary. 
V,That fiate then 1 my good Mentoria, do you 

prefer. 

.. 
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Mentoria. 

Without doubt, that which is exempt from 

the rigor of the frigid zone, and the fultry heat 

of the torrid. SL1ch is the happy predicament, 

in which we fiand : as our country is under the 

temperate zone. The agreeable viciffitude of 

the feafons, and the abundance we enjoy, 

fh ould inf pire our hearts with gratitude, for 

fuch inefiimable bleffings, denied to fo great a 

part of the human . fpecies. Our land is not 

fcorched, by being, fituated under the meridia1~ 

of the fun; neither are our {eas frozen, by 
being d€prived of his cheering' power: his ra

diant beams - are difpenfed in fuch jwfi propor

tion to our wants', as to produce all the com

forts and conveniencies of life. There is ano

ther peculiar aclvaptage. 1rj our fituation,_ that 

our manners preferve .t_h~_- medium bet.ween the 

Northern barbarity, and Ea:fl.ern luxury; and 

form a f yfiem of politenefs and urbanity, which 

is ever acceptable an<l engaging. 

tady Louifa. -
, r ' , 

. I now rejoice in the comforts of our fituat-ion, 

and fhould be forry to change it for any other. 

But is this all, my dear Mentoria, you intend 

to fay on the fobje8:. 

Gs 
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Mentorza. 

I fhall endeavour to form a metaphorical af
luGon of the degree of comparifon the differ
ent dima tes will bear to the different ftates of 
life ; and :fhall begin this enquiry, by com~ 
p aring grandeur and power to the torrid zone~ 
not only from the luxury which attend·s it, but 1 

a1[o becaufe they opprefs thofe who feel thei·r 
weigi1t. The flaves, who are licenfod in tho[e 

· countries, are like the venal flatterers, who. 
are fubfervient to thofe in power, and whofe 
freedom is bartered for gain .. 

Lady Mary. 

What is the next point you intend to ex
.plain?· 

I • 

· Mentoria .. 

The fimilitude Between the temperate zones, 
' and the flate of life ufually called competency: 

they both afford every reqnifite neceffary to 
our happinefs. Riches, as well as heat, in the 
fuperlativ.e degree,. are in general oppreffive 
to the po-ffeff ors, and rather caufe pain than 
pleafure, fro~n their attendant confequences. 
On the contrary, moderate wealth, like a tem
perate clime, makes every object finile with 
peace and plenty. 

Lady 



\VO RDS, AND G EOORAPHY. ia:t 

Lady Louifa. 

Iviy dear Mentoria, are you not now draw

ing a comparifon, from the fiate of life we are 

in? 
Ji.1entoria. 

Yes, my dear ; and am going to trace that, 

from which you are happily exempt. The 

traits are fo flrong, which form the likenefa 

of poverty to the frigid zone, they are eafi1y 

delineated. It is needlefs to inform you, this 

:fl:ate deprives all, who are under it's dominion, 

of every fource of fu:flenance or fupport, but 

what is obtained by the efforts of their own 

indufiry. As the feas of the frigid zone are 

fometimes frozen, and refufe their produce to 

the inhabitants··of thofe part-s; fo too often is 

. the human heart p~trified, and incapable of re

ceiving the foft impreffion of pity; and the 

tears congealed, which ought to flow in com

mif eration of the indigent. Health and flrength 

are annexed to both thefe frates, which arife 

from the fame caufe, a total exemption from 

i.n·aaivity and lux11ry. 

Lady A1ary •. 

But are thefe people happy, my dear !vfen!. 
toria? 

, l - Menton'a~ 
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li1erztoria~ 

· The beautiful lines, I have jufr recited from 
Pope, clearly indicate, the inhabitants of the 
frigid zone are not diffatisfied with their fitua
tion. It appears equally clear to me, tbat po
verty is not incompatible with happinefs; as 
by ind Llfrry all the neceffaries of life may be 
acquired, which are all our fiate requires. 
Thefe, with temperance and _health, place 
' thofe ,-vho poffefs them above contempt, though 
they are entitled to our compaffion and afiifr-. 
ance. 

Lady Louifa. 
, 

What a {hiking refemblance you have pointn 
ed out, which I fhould never have thought of! 
What effea ought it to have on my mind ? 

lvf.ent oria. 

If' you apply it to your own fituation, you 
are to infer from thence, that the flate which 
is allotted you, in re{pea of c1 imate and fration 
of life, is a peculiar bleffing. It will alfo 
teach you not to envy the powerful, nor de
f pife the indigent; the former being only enti
tled to refpe8-, the latter to your be:fl: endea
vours to relieve their difireff es : as the true 
ufe, of riches confifr_s in fupplying our own 

wants, 
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wants, which fhould ever be confined ·within 

the rules of temperance and frugality, that we 

may be enabled to provide for the necdlitics 

of oth;rs. 





D I A L O G )u E vr. 

S A T U R D A Y .. 

On llifl:ory; with the Life of Ro·,... 

mulus and· Remus.. 

Mentoria, . 

I Propofe, Ladies, this morning, to give you 

a Ihort diffortation on hifl:ory; and fhall en

deavour to convince you of the neceffity of 

. your making it your peculiar fl:udy: .. 

Lady Mary. 

Are there not many different kinds of hi[. 

tory, my dear Mentoria r 

Mentoria. 

Undouotedly, my dear. I. will proceed to 

confider them under their different claifes, and 

1hall begin with the Scriptures, which are often 

called Sacred Hjflory; to which I !hall oppofe 

the heathen mythology, which contains· a de-

fcription 
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fcription of the deities worfh ipped by the Hea
thens ; from hence calleq Prqfane Hijlory. 

Lady Louifa,. 

What hifiory do you think is mofi proper for 
us to read? 

Mentoria . 

I fha11 'pnrfue the difcuffion of each parti
cular branc.h , and then deti:rmine my choice. 
Natural fljflory delineates all the produaions 
o f nature, and enables us to form an idea of 
all her works : fuch as animals, fillies, birds, 
infeas, trees, plants, ores; and foffils. 

Biography, or the hiftory of famous perfons, 
is very ~nt€rtaining, and alfo in:1huaive, as it 
infpires the mi1,1d with a de.fire to attain thofe 
qualities , wri.ch have fo, emim~ently difhngui.fh
ed others. The hifiory of your own country 
teaches you the progrefs of arts, manufa8ures, 

· and commerce, and clearly proves the 'advan
t<;lges which are derived from a well .regulated 
ftate: it alfo informs you of the various means 

' ' 
which were ufed to form the ,fyfi~m of the 
Britifh confiitution. · The p,erfecution and ar
bitrary meafures autl19rized in former time~, 
:fhculd excite in . us joy and gratitude, for tlie 
lenity and freedom of the prefent govern
ment. Ancient hiflory (particularly the Ro-

man) 
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man) enlarges the underfianding, and qualifies 

us for the perufal of polite authors: as it is 

neceffary to be acquainted with the manners 

of the ancients, in order to form a competent 

knowledge of thofe of the moderns. 

Lord George. 

Was not Rome once a very famous place; 

and inhabited by perfons of extraordinary fenfo 

and learning ? 
Mentoria. 

It was the feat of Empir~, as well as of 

polite arts and literature ; notwithfianding 

which, the luxury and effeminacy that pre

vailed, fubverted the government : and at pre

fent it is onf y famed by being the Papal See, 

and confequently the refidence of the Pope 

and Cardinals ; ancl alfo for the magnificence 

of the buildings, fine paintings, and. ruins •. 

Lady Mary. 

Now, my good Mentoria, will you tell us 

which hifiory is the mofr proper for us to 

read? 
Mentoria. 

My dear Lady Mary, in order to filence 

your importunate entreaties, I mufi declare it 

is abfolutely neceffary you iholll<l ue · well read 

lli 
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in all. At prefent, I wifh facred and naturaf 
hiftory to be the chief objeas bf your atten• 
tion ; as they both tend to increafe your lo\'e 
and admiration of the Deity. "\Vhen you are 
a little farther advanced in life,. I fhall recom
mend to your peJ..ufal the hiftory of England, 
and alfo that of the Romans, Grecians, &c. In 
this courfe of reading, y0u wilt meet ·with a 
number of entertaining anecdotes and furprifing 
circumflances, which attended the lives of fa
mous perfons, whom you now only know by 
name. Hifiory will introduce you to a further 
acquaintance with them, and enable you very 
foon to give as clear an account of Cato, De
moflhenes, or Mark Anthony, ' as if you were 
perfon·a11y acquainted· with them. 

Lady .Nlary. 
From whence did Rome derive it's name? 

!Ylentoria. 
From Romulus, wh0 built the city. I !hould 

imagine it would be agreeable to you, to know 
fome particul-a.rs of the founder of fo great a 
capital. I £hall therefore give you a fketch of 
his charaaer, and that of his brother Remus, 
as they are dra-;vn by Plutarch the famous 
l5iographer. 

Lady 
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Lady Louija. 

Is his life entertaining-, my dear Mentoria? 

H it Le, I fhall attend to it with pleafure. 

lvlentoria. 

I think it is remarkably fo, my dear Lady 

Louifa, which made me choofe to recite it. 

The Life of R O M U L U S and 

REMUS. 

THE kings of Alba being lineally defcended 

from lEneas, the fucceffion devolved upon 

Numitor and Amulius, who were brothers. 

In order amicably to fettle the divifion of the 

empire, the treafures, which were brought 

from Troy, were placed on one fide, and the 

kingdom on the other. Numitor chofe the 

kingdom, confequently the riches were the 

poffeilion of his brother. Amulius foon de

throned Numitor; and fearing his daughter 

might have ch~ldren, who would lay claim to 

the crown, he made her a· priefiefs of the god

defs V efia, to prevent her entering into the 

marriage fiate, as none but fingle women wer,e 

admitted of that order. This lady, whofe name 

was Rhea Sylvia, being not fuited to the 

office-
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office appointed her, was foon difcoverea to 
be pregnant, for which fhe was fentenced to 
undergo a fevere punir.oment; but An tho,.. 
the daughter of Amulius, efpoufed her caufe, 
and prevailed on her father to change her 
punifhment into confinement and folitude. 
In this retirement fhe was delivered of two 
fons, remarkable for their Iize and beauty, , 
which created jealouf y in the tyrant's breafi~ 
and induced him to form plans for their de:. 
:ftru8ion : to €ffe& which, h€ · commanded a 
fervant to defiroy them~ The perfon who 
undertook to perform this h0rrid deed, put the 
children into a trough, and carried them to
the banks of a river, ':V-ith intent to cafi them 
in; but the·· water· being unufually rough and 
high, the fear of endangering his own fafety, 
induce.cl him to leave the trough on the fhore, 
and· make a precipitate retreat. The high tide 
Gf the river bore it up, and conveyed it to an 
even fhore, neaT which there fiood a fig-tree, 
which fheltered the children from tl}e rays of 
the fun : it is alfo faid, a fhe-wolf fuckled 

· them, and a wood-pecker brought them their 
daily food. They were difcovered in this fi-
tuation by Fauflulus, herdfman to Amuli11~, 
who brought them to his wife, from ·whom 
they received every attention their he1p1e fa 

fl:ate 
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fl.ate re<1uired. As they advanced in life, they 

were difi.inguifhed by their flrength, courage, 

and greatnefs of foul. Remus was of an a8:ive 

turn of mind, and of an enterprifing fpirit. 

Romulus was of a different difpofition, inclined 

.to fludy, and naturally prudent. 

They fignarized themfeh-es in a quarrel that 

happened between the herdfmen of N umito:r 

.arni Amulius, which manifefied their merit, 

.ancl divulged the rnyftery of their birth. Ro

rn.ulus and Remus oppofed the he.rdfmen of 

_Numitor, as they thought them to be the ag-

greffors. They alfo affociated with thofe per

.fans, who, either from their poverty, or being 

in the bonds of flavery, wi{hed to effe[t a re -

·volution in the !late. 

Lord Geo.rge. 
-

VI ere they not very much to blame, to keep 

company with f uch perfons, and -take part 

.againft their grand-father~ 

Aientoria. 

Nothing can excufe the former, except the 

:fuppofition, that they groaned under oppref

fion, . and naturally wi.fhed to obtain their free-

1om, or fome other advantage equally neceffary 

:to tl~~ir happinefs: _the latter charge is wholly 

,extenuated 
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extenuated, by their total ignorance of their 

parentage and noble d.efcent. To purfue the 

hifiory, every thing was ripe for a rebellion, 
w·hen Remus was taken prifoner, whilfi Ro

mulus was facrificing to the gods. He was 
carried before his grand-father Numitor, and 

charged with fev.eral crimes, who referred him 

to Amulius to receive fent.epce. After haYing 

de1nandcd fatisfa8:ion for the injuries his fer
,·ants had fufiain.ed, Amulius fen.t him to Nu

mitor, to receive fentence adequate to the of

fence he was guilty of. Numitor, fo far from 
infliB:ing one that was fevere, ordered him to 

his own houfe; as during the examination, he 

perceived fomething in his countenace whic11 

deeply engaged his attention, and induced him 
to make enquiries refpeB:ing his defcent anq. 

way of life. To -",hich Remus returned this 

fpirited reply: 

" Your jufiice in examining, before you 
condemn, deferves, on my part, the return 

-of truth and fincerity. I am a ilranger to 
my family and dcfcent .; I have but one 

twin-brother; we have ever been confidered 

as the fons of a fhepherd ; but fince our ac

cufation, it has bee-n rumoured we are of 

noble extraB:ion. Our birth is myfr.erious; 

our fupport in infancy miracufous; for a :fhe-

3 wolf 
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-wo1f fuckled us, and a wood-pecker fuppli ed 
u s with nourifhment, whil1l ·we lay rn a ne
g4e8:ed and helplefs fl:ate by a ri\·er's fiJ e. 
The trough is preferved that contained us, 
and the infcription frill eligible: thefe, pe r
haps, may be difcovered by our unhappy 

1 " p.arents, ,,.,, 1en ·we are no more. 

Numitor was much affeEted with this fpeech; 
the young man' s appearance, ann the fu 1) fl:ance 
of his n,t~Ta1ion, agreeing vvilh the time his 
daughte/s child ren were born, induced hi m to 
hope t 1ey were her defcendan ts; to confirm 
which, he had an interview with his daughter, 
who was then in prifon. Faufrnlus, the herdf
man, thought in this critical jun8:ure of affairs, 
any forther de lay would be dangerous, fo he 
i1;iforme<l Romulus of his real hirtb, and re
-folved to produce the trough, as a tefiimony 
Gf the real parentage of the young men. 

Lady JV!.my .. 

You cannot imagine, my dear Mentoria, 
bow much I feel myfelf interefied in their 
hiflory ! 

Mentoria. 

Faufiulus was at length determined to carry 
t-he trough to Numitor; his apparent hafre and 
#<nxiety, betrayed the nnportance of his er

ran d .. -
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rand. Unfortunately, one of the guards who · 
obferved his eagernefs, and was prefent when 
the children \•Vere left on the fhore, and recol
.Ieaing the trough and infcription, immediately 
informed Amulius of his difcov.ery: who be
J1aved as perfons ufoally do that are enrage~ 
and in fear of being deteaed in a bad aaion. 
He difpatched a meffenger to Numitor., to en
quire if his daughter 's children ,,vere alive; 
'\vho finding Numitor inclmed to acknow
ledge the young men to be his grand-children, 
.advifed him to affert his right, and offered to 
a ffifi him info arduous an undertaking. Things 
were now brought to a crifis. Romulus ap
pearing at the head of a numerous band of his 
companions; the citizens from the hate they 
-bore to the uforper, readily revolted. Thus 
by con1inanding a powerful army, and Remus 
previouOy having gained_ the poplllace over to 
his caufe, Amulius ,,vas dethroned, and being 
unable to make any refifiance or to ef cape, 
he ,,..ras feized and put' to death. The two 
brothers were now in poffeffion of the king
dom of Alba, but did not choofe to refide 
there, without holding the reins of govern
ment, which they could not do confifient with 
equity, as it was their grand-father 's inheri
tance. After having refigned the kingdom to 

Numitor, 



ON HiSTORY. 

Numitor, and with filial piety difcharged their 
duty to their mother, they formed a plan of 
living together, and · determined to build a city 
among.fl the Hills, where they received their 
education. In order to increafe the number 
of their fubjeas, they caufed their territories 
to be a refuge for all who had violated the 
laws of their ov.rn country, and dreaded the 
punifhrnent due to their crimes. Thefe con
fiderations foon placed our heroes at the head 
of a numerous army. They now differed re
fpecling the place where the city was to be 
built. Romulus wifhed it to be built where he 
.bad made a fquare of houfes, which he called 
Rome; but Remus thought the Aventine 
1Iount a more eligible fituation : at length, 
they agreed it fhould be detetmined by Augu .. 
ry, or the flight of birds. The divination 
proved in favour of Romulus, as twelve vul
tures appeared to him, whilfr Remus faw but 
half the number .. 

Lady Louifa .. 

How very foolifh it was t9 let. the flight of 
birds determine f.uch an important affair. 

Mentoria. 

Your afionifhment, my dear, will ceafe, 
when you reRecl, that the J;'agans were guided 

H 1n 
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' 
in all their a&ions, by means equally delufive : 

fuch as the oracles, which were fentiments de

li\·ered in fo myfierious and ingenious a man

ner, as to bear any confrruction that fu1tcd 

their purpofe, or by the flight of bmls , blood 

of animals, &c. fome of which were thought 

a good omen, and others portentous of fame 

heavy calamity. There cannot poilibly be a 

.fhonger argument, to prove that every crea

ture is inclined to worfhip, and feek the aid of · 

a fuperior power; as in tho[e early times, when 

the gof pel was not revealed, and the greatefr 

part of the world were totally ignorant of the 

ex:ifience and power of the great Creator, they 

fought redrefs from, and implored the aili:fl:

ance of, the fun, moon, fiars, birds, beafis, 

and fi atues, to which they afcribed the power 

of relieving their neceffities. We mufi. now 

reLUrn to Romulus, who, as foon as he had 

gained his point, began to put his plan in exe

cution. Remus affeEted to def pife his bro

ther's attempt to fortify the city, and, whilfi 

-the foundation of_ the wall was digging, with a 

degree of infolent contempt, leaped over the 

ditch; which enraged Romulus fo much, it is 

faid, he killed him on the fpot. Faufiulus, the 

flOOd old herdfman, was alfo flain in the fcuffle. 
J,;I 

3 Romulus 
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Romu1us bi.uied his brother, and old friend, 
·with great pomp and folemnity, and then pro~ 
c-eeded to build the city. 

Lady Mary. 
vVhat an a8: of cruelty it was in Romulus 

to murder . his brother for fo flight an offence, 
which at moft deferved but a trifling reprimand! 
I think he muft be very unhappy afterwards. 

Lvlentoria. 
I dare fay it gave him but little, or perhaps 

no uneafinefs; as in thofe days it was not 
thought fuch a heinous offence for any perfons 
to take away either their own life, or that of 
another, there being then no difiin8:ion be-· 
tween rafhnefs and courage; and fuch a8:s of 
violence and cruelty, were more frequently 
applauded than condemned. 

- Lord George. 
I want very much to hear .how he went on 

with the city. 

Mentoria. 
Previous to laying the fomrdatio11, he fenc 

to Tufcany for workmen to dire8: the forms 
.and ceremonies due on fuch occafions. They 

H 2 began 
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began by digging a trench round the building 

defigned for the court of jufiice; into which 

they threw the firfi-fruits of all valuable produc

tions both of art and nature. Each of them 

alfo, took a fmall portion of the foil of the 

country from whence they came, and cafi it 

in promifcuouf1y. This trench was to form 

the centre of the city, round which they were 

to mark the difiance for the extent. 

The founder, feated on a brazen plough-!hare, 

yoked together a bull and a cow, and turned a 

deep furrow round the bounds of the city. He 

lifted up the plough, ·where he intended _ lo 

place the gates, fo that they were a free paf

fage for things myfiical or profane; notwith

flanding every other part was held facred • 

. ·This city was began on the 21fi of April.* 

The anniverfary of this memorable event was 

a high fefiival amongfl the Romans. The city 

being complete, all who were able to bear arms, 

were enI"olled into companies, confifiing of three 

thoufand foot guards, and three hundred horf e, 

which were called legions, as they were fele8:

ed from the refl of the people. He alfo chofe 

an hundred men of difiinguifhed abilities for 

bis counfellors1 whom he called patricians, and 

the 
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the whole body the fcnate. To mark the dif
ferent ranks of life, he {liled the fenate the pa
trons, and the populace or plebeians clients. 
The next point to be confidercd was, the popu
lation of the city, as without women it would 
foon ha,·e been defolate. To effea this pur
pof e, he had recourfe to the following :flrata
gem: he caufed it to be proclaime<l, that the 
altar of a god had been difcovered under 
ground, and appointed a day for a folemn fa
crifice and public games. l\tiofi of the inha
bitants, with their wives and daughters, came 
from the neighbouring villages to the celebra
tion of this fefl:ival. Romulus was clad in pur
ple, and feated in the midfr of his nobles. It 
was previoully agreed to feize all the young 
women, when Romulus gave the fign or 
token, by rifing from his feat, an·d throwing his 
robe over his body. As foon as he gave the 
fignal, they drew their fwords, and, with a 
1 oud fhout, f eized the daughters of the Sa
bin es, to the number of about 683. The 
Sabines were a numerous and warlike people, 
r efiding chiefly in fmall unfortified villages. 
This injured nation fent ambaffadors to Ro-

. mulus, to infifr on their daughters being re
fl:cnecl ; and alfo to propofe forming an alliance 

H 0 on 

, 
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on more equitaele terms. Romulus rejeEled. 
this propofition, though he wifhed to pref erve 
_their friendfhip. 

Lady Louifa. 

My dear Mentoria, I fincerely pity the 
Sabine women for being taken from their 
friends: how hard I fhould _think it to be torn 

from my parents! Was it not very cruel of 
Romulus to feize them ? 

Nlenloria. 

Nothing can be urged in his defence, ex
cept the exigence of his fituation. There are 
fome infiances, in which ac1s of oppreffion are 
£heltered under the term of fl:ate-poliry, and 
:fiand exempt from reproach, on account of 

the good effects they produce. 

Lord George. 

I am furprifed the Sabines did not refifi the 

power of Romulus. 

A1entoria. 

\Ve are now come to the part of the hiila

~)', 'Nhich informs us, Acron the king of the 
Ceninenfians attacked this new fettlement. 

Romulus 
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omulus was not prepared to defend Limfelf,, 
by any other means than fingle combat, i rt 

which he came off vi8:orious, he killed Acron, 
route.er his army, and took poffeIIion of the 
capital. This event did not difcourage the 
Sabines from profecuting their intended war; 
accordingly they chafe Titus for their gcne-
ral, who marched againil Rome. The citad l 
was well for6fied, and commanded by Tar-
peius, a man of great valour; his daughter,. 
Tarpeia, in:fbgated by love or avarice, betrayed 
one of . the gates to the Sabines ; fhe claimed 
as her reward, all they wore on their left arms, 
,vhich confifted of a golden bracelet and 
buckler. This traitrefa met with the puniili
ment her crime deferved; for, as Tatius the 
general of the Sabines threw his buckler at 
her, the whole army following his example~ 
fhe was cruilied to death. 

The battle was carried on a long time, with 
great CTaughter on both fides; but was inter
rupted by the interpofition of the Sabine wo
men, who were fettled in Rome. Their fran
tic cries, when they beheld the dead bodies of 
their hu.lbands and fathers, caufed a fcene of 
general confufion. The two armies fell back to 
hear their complaints and expofiulations, ·which 
were to this effe8: : " What crimes have we 

H4 committed 
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committed to deferve fuch repeated and un. 

merited misfortunes. vVe were made wives 
hy compulfion, though duty has at length 
induced us to love thofe whom at fir.ft we 
1·egarded with horror and deteflation. Do 
not, from the idea of redreffing the griev
<mces we have fufrained, feparate us from 
our hufbands and children; and notwith
:ftanding you may have other motives for en
gaging in this war, we hope, for our fakes~ 
you will ceafe hoflilities. We behold our 
kindred every where, refign us therefore to 
our hufbands and children, as the being fepa
rated from them would be the worfr capti .. 
vity we could experience!" • ~ 

Their entreaties had the defired effea, and 
produced a treaty of peace. This a8: of hero
ifm caufed an edi8: to be made in favour of 
the l\o,na:p women, tQ exempt them from all 
labour but [pinning. The Romans and Sabines 
were to inhabit the city on equal terms. It 
was agreed 'the city foould be called Rome, 
from Romulus; but the inhabitants Quirites, 
from Cu res, the capital of the Sabines. The 
power of the two kings was to be equal. 
This fom1 of government continued in an un
inlerrupted flate of harmony for five years, 
b'ut was difiurbed by the follm,ving c1rcum-

fl.an ce: 
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fiance: the friends of Tatius happened to meet 
fome ambaffadors who were going to Rome, 
whom they robbed and murdered. Romulus 
was of opinion, thjs crime deferved immc<li
ate puniil1ment; but his colleague op po fed 
this meafure, as he feared the being deprived 
of thofe men would weaken his power. The 

relations of the ambaffadors, fought an op
portunity to be revenged on Tatius, and ef
feaed their purpofe by feizing him at a village 
near Rome, where, with Romulus, he was of
fering a facrifice, and he fell a viaim to their 
refontment. 

T~e Veientes declared war againfr Romulus, 
by remanding the city of Fideme, which he 
had taken ; but their army was defeated, and 
a truce made of an hundred years. This was 
the lafr war in which Romulus engaged. 

Lord George. · , .,. 

The affairs of Romulus now feem to bear a 
very favourable afpea, as he appears to have 

fubdued his enemies, and to be in poffeflion of 
the kingdom without a rival. 

Mentoria. 

Thefe .flattering views proved bUit of a very 

:P.1ort duration ; and vanifhed almofi as foon 

!lb. ~ 
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as they appeared. Elated with his profperity, 
he grew imperious and affuming. The com
placency and condefcenfion which rendered 
him fo amiable, ,vere now obfcured by pride 
and petulance. He clothed himfe1f in a pur
ple veft, over which he wore a loofe robe with 
a purple border; and received _ thofe wh0 
were admitted into his prefence, on a chair of 
:fiate, with every appendage of magnificence 
and royalty. 

He was attended wherever he went, by fe
veral liaors or executioners,. each bear ing an 
ax bound up ·with a bundle of rods, to denote 
their power to puni{h. ~his condu8: of Ro
mulus met with univerfal difapprobation. The 
fenators were more particularly his enemies, 
on account of the little attention he paid to 
their counf els. In order to revenge the infults 
they fufiained, they formed a plan to feize 
him, whilfi he was holding an affembly in the 
temple of Vulcan; which they effeaed by 
cutting him in pieces, and each taking away 

_ part of his body, they caufed it to be pro
claimed, he was carried up to heaven in a 
whirlwind. This account did ?ot gain belief; 
conf equently the people were inclined to make 
further enquiries ref peaing the death of their 
king. 

Whilfi 
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Whil{l this [edition was in it's infancy, Ju
]ius Proculus, a man of unblemifhed chara8:er, 
folemnly depof ed, that as he was travelling on 
the road, he met Romulus arrayed in bright 
armour; with a divine afpe8:; who thus ad
dre ff ed him : 

" It has been ordained_ by the gods, 0 Pro
culus, that I D10uld return to heaven, from 
whence I came, after having built a city, and 
formed a fyfrem of government, which will 
be an example for future ages. Inform the 
Romans, that, by the exercife of manly vir
tues, they will attain the height of human 
glory; and alfo that their king, transformed 
into the god Q11irinus, will grant all their. 
petition-s. Fare ye well." 

Lady lvlary. 

Did the Romans believe this pretended 
vifion? 

Mentorz'a. 

It: gained univerfal belief; which is. not to 

be wondered at in fuch a fuperfritious age: they 
alfo worfhipped him, as· their tutelar Deitr. 
Thus did Romulus fall, in the fifty-fourth year 
of his age, and thirty-eighth of his reign; a 
:£hiking infrance, how very few are proof againft 

~he allurements of magnificence, and a feries 

li Q of 
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of profperity. He was punEl~a1 rn the per

formance of all religious rites and ceremonies, 

and generally carried the crooked rod in his 

hand, ufed by magicians to mark out the hea

vens. He alfo pretended to be deep1y fkilled 

in the occult fciences. His wifdom was ma

nifefied by the laws he infrituted, among.fl 

which he fpecified no puni:fhment for parri

cide ; as he fuppofed, no human creature could 

be fo abandoned as to commit it: nor was 

there ever an · infrance known, till fix hun

dred years after. The unfavourable circum-. 

:fi:ances, which attended the final fcene of the 

life of Romulus, were the natural confequence 

of his arbitrary proceedings, and his unbound

ed pailion for power and glory; defires, which, 

if they are not refirained by prudence and 

humanity, are ever defrruElive in their con

fe uence. 

Lady Louifa. 

I am forry, dear Mentotia, this entertain

ing Hifiory is fini!hed : I like it almofi as. 

well as the Fairy Tales. 

Mentoria. 

I am glad you are pleafed with it, my dear 

Lady Louifa ; you muft treat part of it as a 
fable_. 
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fable, and only take the faas which are re. 
cited, in a literal fenfe. 

Lady Mary. 
Pray, my dear Mentoria, what. is parricide, I 

fuppofe it is a very great crime. 

Mentoria. 
It is the moil heinous offence that can be 

committed, as it confifis of the murder of a 
father. Matricide is the term to exprefs the 
murder of a mother ; fatricide of a brother; 
regicide of a king; homicide of a man; fuicide 
of one's f elf: hence it is the Jews are called 
deicides, becaufe they murdered Chrifi, who ' -was the Son of God. 

Lady Louifa. 
What 1s the Tutelar Deity, my good Men .. 

toria? 
J./Ientoria. 

The term tutelar fignifies a guardian or pro •. 
teaor. Minors who are under the direaion 
of a guardian or tutor, are faid to be in a fiate 
of tutelage; there are tutelar faints as well as 
deities. St. George is {l:iled the Saint of Eng
land, St. Andrew of Scotland, St. Patrick of 
Ireland, St. David of Wales, St. Denys of 

France, 
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France, St. lvfark of Venice, befides many 

others. Thefe were all perfons who di fiin

guifhed themfelves by fome heroic a8.ions. 

The countries which derived the advantage, 

defirous of rtnderii\g their memory immortal, 

canonized them as faints ; and appointed an 

annual f efii va 1 to commemo1 ate their heroes, 

and celebrate them as the guardians and pro

-rc1rorf of their tjeuntry. 



D I A L O G U E VIIw 

' S U N D A Y. 

On the Church-Service, , with an 
Explanation of the Parable of 
Nathan and David . 

.... : . , \ ' • t I . • .,.. '. . , ... 
lvlentor£a. 

L ADIES, as Sunday is a.-day.fet apart for 
the wor!hip of God, I fhall prohibit all 

trifling purfuits, and endeavour to employ your 
time fuitable to fo laudable a purpofe. 

Lady Mary .. 
I fhould be forry to ate contrary to the- ex

prefs commands of God, which enjoin us to 
. keep holy the Sabbath-Day, and to abfiain 
from all kinds of work. But I wonder ".'7hy 

w 
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' 
we are forbidden to purfue our bufinefs on this 

day; as I cannot fee any reafon it fhould be 

offenfive to God, for us to do our duty by 

working. 
Mentoria. 

To give you a clear idea of the infiitu_tion 

of the Sabbath, it is neceffary to inform yo1-1 

the divifion of time ufually called a week., is 

a type or ~lllbol ol the creation of the world, 

which is clearly explained in the fourth com

mandment. " For in fix days the Lord made 

heaven and earth, the fea, and all that in 

them . is; and refied the feventh day: where

fore the J..oitl bleff ed the feventh day, and 

hall◊vved it." {q like manner, we perform 

all that we have to do, in fix days, and re.ft 

the feventh, in s,wi:mc,rt.,,.if'l of the mani

fold bleffings we receive at the hand of God. 

A ceffation frofll labour is neceffary to effea 

this great purpofe; as the avocations and pur

fu its, in which the greate:!l part of the human 

fpecies are employed, would not allow them 

fufficient time for ferious · confideration, nor 

permit them regularly to attend divine fer .. 

vice. 
Lady Louifa. 

I always thought, my good Mentoria, Sun• 

day was a day of rejoicing; as every body 
feem-s 



ON THE CHURCH-SERVICE, &c. 161 

feems happy and cheerful. For my own part, 
I like it better than any day in the week, be
caufe I get no ta!k : yet you fay, if people 
worked, it would not allow time for ferious 
confidcration. I cannot fee the reafon for 
being ferious on a holiday. 

Mentoria. 

In this you are mifi.aken, my dear Lady 
Louifa; as the term holiday, like many others, 
is fi.rangely degenerated, and perverted from 
the original intention. A moment's reflc8:ion 
will convince you of your error; as there re
quires no other conviHion, but to divide the 
word into holy-day, which implies a day that 
is to be kept facred. Cheerfulnefs is not pro
hibited: thofe who confcientioufly difcharge 
their duty, generally poffefs this quality in 
the greatefi. degree. It is the natural confe
q uence of having a8:ed agreeable to the rules of 
right reafon; as the [elf-approbation, which 
arifes from the performance of religious rites, 
infpires the mind with that temper and COilu 

duel, which alone deferve the name of Cheer
fulnefs. Whilfi, on the contrary) Levity 
(which the weak and inconfiderate mi:flake for 
Mirth) is incompatible with the duty we owe 
to our Creator; as it obf cures the only refem-

blance 
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blance we can poilibly bear to him, which 

confifis in the full exertion of our reafon, and 

mental faculties. 

Lady .ftt1ary, 

I am quite afhamed, ,vhen I reflc8: how in

attentive I have been on thefe occafions, which 

I now find required ferious attention; but am 

refolved, nothing fhall induce me to commit 

the fame fault in future. 

Mentoria. 

That is all which will be required of you. 

The frailty of our nature fubje8:s us to frequent 

mifrakes, which are only finful, when we do 

not recover as faft as poffible from our errors,. 

nor avoid the repetition of thofe, which either 

our own experience, or the kind admonitions 

of our friends, have pointed out to us~ 

Lady Louifa. 

I am fore, my dear Mentori"a, I fhalI never 

again be carelefs and inattentive at church; 

but {hall regard my duty, and feriouily lifien 

to the minifier, who performs the fervice. 

l\1entoria. 

This attention, my dear Lady Louifa, is ab

folutely neceifary. To convince you noLh!ng 

can 
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can excufe the neglc8: of it, I fhall inform you, 
the . Church-Service is divided into two parts, 
Jitpplication and thanijgiving. Supplication is 
the requefi and humble petitions offered at the 
Throne of Grace, for the continuation or in
creafe of the comforts or conveniences of life ; 
or to be relieved from any trouble, which op
preffes us, fuch as ficknefs, or want. There 
requires little to be faid, in order to convince 
you, this part of the Service demands fervor 
and humility, to make our petitions acceptable. 
The abfurdity of a cont_rary condu8: cannot 
be more clearly evinced, than by fuppofing, 
you wiilied to procure any temporal advantage, 
to effe8: which you obtained an audience of an 
earthly potentate; it will not admit of a cloubt, 
but that, when you were· condu8:ed into his 
prefence, you would be infpired with a degree 
of awe, which would prevent any unguarded 
Jook or expreffion falling from you: neither, 
when you begin to plead your caufe, would 
you fuffer your drefs, or any external obje8:, to 
divert your attention from the great end you 
had in view. If this condu8: is due to the 
creature, how can we raife our icleas fufficiently 

.high, to perform acceptable fervice to the 
Creator? Our infinite obligations cannot be 

l exceeded., 
! 
! 
I 

' 
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exceeded, but by his mercy, which is extended 
over all his \.Vorks; for it is in Him alonet we 
liYe, move, and have our being. 

Lady lviary. 

I am fo thoroughly convinced of the necef
:fity of paying the greate:fl attention to every 
thing. which is facred, that it will not only 
influence my condu8: in the public woril1ip of 
God, but alfo, for the future, make me more 
devout when I fay my prayers in private. I 
will not, my dear Mentoria, interrupt you 
any longer; as I am impatient to hear your 

, definition of thankfgiving. 

Mentoria. 

Tlzanijgiving is the grateful fenfe we exprefs 
for any favour or benefit received ; which is 
te:flified by acknowledging in the mo:fl pnblic 
and folemn manner, the obligations we owe to 
our benefa8:ors. Thofe, v,,hich we receive at 
the hand of God, bear no degree of comparifon, 
with any that can be derived from a prince or 
ruler of the earth : yet if any temporal advan
tage requires our making a fuitable return to 
the perfon ,.,,ho befl:owecl the gift, what tri
bute can we pay to the Giver of all fpiritual 

gifts ? 
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gifts? He requires no oblations, but what 
fnould voluntarily proceed from a good heart; 
fuch as an uniform obedience to his holy la,vs, 
and faith in his promifes. We fl1ould be zea
lous in the difcharge of this part of our duty. 
T \;:,, c reqni1·es no other incitement to make us 
fo, but a juJ. cflimate of the invaluable blcf
fings of cur creation, prefervation, and re
demption ; a due fenfe of which ,,·ill infpire 
us, to enter into ltis courts with joy, and fing 
praifcs unto his holy name. 

Lady l\Ia1y . 

l\1y dear .Nientoria, you have given me fuch 
a. clear idea of my religious duty, I cannot pof
fibly e\·cr negle8: the performance of it. I 
remember, you once promifed to explain fomc 
.of the parables to me: if it be agreeable, I !hall 
now attend to you with pleafore. 

Mentor£a. 

To proceed in due order, I mu.fl: begin by 
informing you of the nature of parables, and 
why our bleffed Saviour chafe this mode of 
infiru8:ion, to enlighten the minds of his dif
.ciples, in preference to any other. A para
ble is a figurative compofition ; and when it is 
not fpoken by an infpired perfon, 11or found 

. 
m 
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in holy writ, it bears a near refemblance to 

apologue or fable; as the conviEtion both pro- _ 
dufe, arifes from the moral inferences drav,rn 

from them: which by the indirect application 

they make to the heart, have induced many 
perfons of inflexible dif pofitions, to yield evi

dence againfi themfelves. This undoubtedly 

,ms the caufe of our SaYiour's delivering his 

infiructions in parables, as they not only en
gaged the attention, but furmounted the ca

Yils and obilinacy of the Jews; which could 
have been effected by no other means. If 
he meant to convince a finner of the heinoufnefs 

of his offence, and to lead him into the right 

- path, by the light of the gofpel; he repre

fentcd in fuch glaring colours, the particular 
infrance in which he erred, that the deep fenfe 

the offender had of his own guilt, obliged him 

inflantly to forfake jt, or he remained felf

condemned. As there appeared nothing per
fonal in the attack, he might at firfi be enraged 

againfl the perpetrators of the very crimes he 

was guilty of himfelf: a remarkable infiance 
of which we find in David, when Nathan was 

fent to reprove-him for killing Uriah, that he 

might marry his wife Bath!heba. 

Lady 
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Lady Loui.f.z. 

l 6-/ 

That is one of the fiories I am particularly 
fond of: fo I hope, my dear lVIentoria, you 
will explain it firfi. 

Lady 111.ary. 

Lady Louifa, I approve your choice fo 
much, that, if you had not made the requefl, 
I fhoulcl haye done it myfelf. 

Jvlenton·a . 

I will comply with your requefr, though it, 
in fome meafurc, obliges me to go in a different 
track from what I intended; as I propofed fe
lecting one of our Saviour's parables, as befi 
fuited to inform you of the nature of his mi-
11ifiry. Notwithfianding which, that delivere<;l 
by the prophet Nathan (as he was an infpireq 
writer) deferves your praife and attention. 

Lady Louija. 
Pray, l\!1entoria, what is a Prophet? 

Mentorz'a. 

A Prophet was a pcrfon of exemplary con-
du& and holinefs of life, infpired by God with 
the wifdom and ability of foretelling events. 

Lord 
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Lord George. 

Are there any Prophets now? I think I 

know nobody, who can fay what will happen. 

J.!Ientoria. 

It is not now neceffary there !hou1d be any 

Prophets, as God by thofe, and other means, 

has fo clearly revealed his will, that even the 

mofl ignorant do not fo much err from not 

knowing their duty, as becaufe they have not 

refolution to praRife it. In the early ages of the 

world, and before Chriflianity was fo firmly 

efl:abli!hed, prophecies and miracles were in

difpenfably neceffary, to remove the errors of 

the Pagans, and the obfrinacy of the J e\v·s. As 

every circumfiance they foretold, agreed in 

unity of time and place, and came to pafs ex

aRly as they were prediRed; there could be no 

doubt of their divin~ origin, as fuch ·wonder. 

fol things could not be effeRed or produced by 

any human means. 

L_ady Mary. 

vVhat are the Pagans, my good Mentoria? 

l.J.entoria. 

The Pagans are thofe people, whom you 

l1ave perhaps heard or read of, by the name of 

Heathens; 
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I-Ieathens; who w-orfhipped idols, which con. 
fifred of men, birds, and beafrs. I £hall fay but 
little on this fubjeEl, as you will find it clearly 
ex_prelfed in the Pantheon. 

Lord George. 

I hope, my dear Mentoria, you will now 
l>egin the Parable; as I am very fond of all~
gorical writings. 

Mentoria. 

1 £hall firft recite the Parable, explain each 
·-particular hranch of it, and then endeavour t.o 

;.find how we can apply it to ourfelves. 

THE PARABLE. 

" And the Lord fent Nathan to David, and 
'he came and faid unto him, There were two 
men in one city, the one rich, and the other 
-poor. The rich -man had exceeding many 
flocks and herds _; but the poor man had nothing 
fave one little ewe-lamb, .which he had bought 
and nourifhed up ; and it grew together with 
him, and with his children : it . did eat of his 
,own meat, and drank of his own cup1 and was 
unto him as a daughter. And there came a 
traveller unto the rich man, and he fpared to 
take of his own flock, and of his own herd, to 

I dre~ 
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·drefs for the way-faring man that was come 

unto him; but took-the poor man's lamb, and 

dreffed it for the man that was come unto him. 

And David's anger was greatly kindled againfi 

the man, and he faid to ~ a than, As the Lord 

liveth, the man that hath done this thing fhall 

furely die: and he fhall refiore the lamb four-

. fold, becaufe he did this thing, and becanf e he 

had no pity. ~nd Nathan faid unto David, 

Thou art the man." 

Lady Louifa. 

It is fcarcely poffiblc to imagine, as David 

was fo much enraged againfi the perfon, v,,ho 

he thought had committed fuch an aa of op

preffi?n, that he could ever have been guilty 

of a fimilar offence. 

Mentoria. 

Yet it is evident he was, and with many cir

cumfiances, which aggravate, and male his 

tranfgreffion appear in a more heinous light, 

than that defcribed by the prophet. We will 

now confider the firfi fentence of the Parable, 

which frrongly marks the different f.r.hercs of 

life in which David and Uriah aaed. " There 

were two men in one city; the one rich, and 

the other poor," David was the greatefr king 
of 
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·of the Eafi, and Uriah comparatively poor; as 
.he was only one of the king's officers. " The 
rich man had many flocks and herds." This 
paffage alluded to the many wives that Dayid 
1:ad; as in thofe days, perfons of all conditions 
-of life were permitted to have as many as they 
could maintain. , The great number which 
Davi-cl. had, do not appear to have been im
puted to him as a fault, but confidcrcc.l as a nc
•ceffary appendage to his royalty. The difpro
portion of their outward condition is bcautifolly 
preferved throughout the whole metaphor, 
and is emphatically exp.reffed in the following . 
words: " But the poor man had nothing, fave 
one little ewe-lamb, which he had bought and 
nourifhcd up ; and it grew up together ,,vith "' 
.him, and with his children : it dicl cat of his 
own meat, and drank of his cup, and was unto 
11im as a daughter." By this we find, Uriah 
had but one wi£e ; az:id by her being compared 
to a lamb, we are naturally led to fuppof e, {he 
was a woman of an amiable difpofition, and ex
-emplary condu8:; as a lamb is an emblem of 
innocence. We are alfo to imagine, from the 
kind treatrrient befiowed on. the lamb, that 
Uriah was a tender huiliand·, and afforded 
Bathfheba all the comforts and conveniences 
his frtuation enabled him to p~ocure. We are 

I 2 now 
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now come to the paffage, which defc.t:ibes a 

tra\·eller coming unto D/lvid, in thefe words: 

'"' And there came a trav~ller unto the rich man, 

and he fpared to take of his own flock, to drefs 

for the way-faring man that was come unto 

him; but took the poor man's lamb,·and dreffed 

it for the man that was come unto him." 

Thefe allufions undoubtedly imply the inordi

nate and unruly paffion, which induced David 

to commit fuch an atrocious crime. The Leing 

defcribed as a traveller, clearly indicates it took 

him by furprife, and would remain his guefr 

but a fhort time. 'Ihe entertainment he is 

fuppoTed to have' provided for him, is firongly 

expreffed by the fparing his own herds, and 

taking the poor man's lamb; which ·was lite

rally the negleEl:ing his own wives, and fetting 

his affe8:ions on Bathfheba the wife of Uriah. 

We are now to examine the final, and mofi in

terefiing part of the fiory ; which is the 

:firongefi infiance that can poffibly be produced, 

of the frailty of human nature. " And Da

vid's anger was greatly kindled againfi the 

man, and he faid to Na than, As the Lord 

liveth, the man that hath done this thing, fhall 

furely die; and he fhall refiore the lamb four

fold, becaufe he did this thing, and becaufe 

he had no pity," When David pronounced 
1h13 
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tliis fentcncc, he little fuf pe8ec.l it contain ed 
h is own c;:ondemnation. If he had formed tlic 
f1ightefl fufpi cion 1 that the offence bore any 
Iimilitude to his own condition, he would ha\·e 
found fome favourable circumftance to extenu
ate the fault, and, confequently, to mitigate th.e 
puni!11ment. The accufotion came in fuch an 
oblique dire8ion, there· was no poffib-ility of 
his warding off the blow. The deteflation he 
felt for the offender is clearly provecl, by the 
feverity of the fentence he infli8ed; as four
fold refiitution in kind was all the law required. 
Yet, in this infiance, David thought it was 
not fufficient atonement, a-nd commanded the 
culprit to die. The .reafon he alleged w~ 
this, " Becaufe he haa no pity." Alas! where 
were his compaffioh and tender feelings flown, 
when he broke through every obligation,, mo
ral and divine,' in defiroying Uriah, that he 
might rival him in the affe8ions of his wife! 
The truth was this; his paffions had induced 
him to commit a crime, which in his calmer 
hours, was wholly repugnant to his nature. 
\tVhilfl he was engaged in the purfuit of plea
fure, and furrounded with obje8s calcula ted 
to promote his amufement, and filence the re
proache~ of his confcience ; it is not wonder
ful he bad no leifure for ferious refle8ion. For 

I 3 this 
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this caufe wa~ Nathan fent unto him, as he 

only required a gentle admonition to refiore 

him to the paths of duty, from which he had 

fhayed. 

I fhall now draw fome inferences from the

following words, in which Nathan executed 

· his divine million. " And Nathan faid unto 

DaYid, Thou art the man!" How furprifed 

mu:fl David be, at fo fudden and unexpeEled .a 

retort! The ind~gnation he . felt, for the op

preffive condu8: of the rich man, mofl proba

bly employed· his' thoughts ·r~ entir.:el5r-; •it·effaccd 

the rerriembrance .of the a8: of cruelty, which 

- he himfelf had committed. What remorf e 

and compunction he mu:fl fuffer, when the 

prophet convi8:ed him, by the tefiimony of his 

o·wn feelings; which were wrought upon by 

no exaggerated circumftances, but only ex

cited by the artlefs reprefentation of an arbi

trary and violent proceeding, committed by a 

perfon in power, on one greatly his- inferior, 

who was entitled to his protetlion, and to 

whom he looked for promotion, as a reward 

for his faithful fervices. 
1 Lady l'rlary. 

I admire this. Parable exceedingly, my dear 

11entoria; though I cannot difcover how I 

can apply it to, myfdf._ 
lvlentori'a .. 
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lvlentoriar 

Nothing can be more eafy, my dear Lady 

Mary. The moral is brieDy this, and may be 

applied to every ftate and condition of life. It 
£hews how blind we are to our own failings, and 

how quick-fighted to thofe of others. It alfo 

inftruas us, when we are palling fentence, 

never to inflia a punifhment difproportionate · 

to the offence committed; or what, in the 

fame fituation, we fhould think unreafonable 

to undergo ourfelves. 

,~, .,.,. ··· , .. · Lady 11.ary. 

I now think the moral of this Parable very 

~pplicable to Lady Louifa and myfelf; and 

fincerely hope, we fhall both profit by the exq 

cellent leffon it contains. ., 

]Vlentoria. 

T0 inforce what I have already faid, I fhalf 

produce the following example, to convince

your Ladyfhip of it's further importance and 

ufe. If your fifter were guilty of any CTight 

offence, and you fuggefted to me the neceffity 
of her being feverely punifhed ; might I not, 

with great propriety, make a reply fimilar to 
that, which Nathan addrefTed to David? And 

whilfl: you were expatiating with vehemence 

I 4 on 
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on the nature of Lady Lcrnifa's fault, I might 

check and filence you entirely,. by faying, 
41 Thou art the girl;" .as moft probably fhe ts 
never guilty of any offence, which you have 
pot committed at fome time or other of your 

life. L et me intreat each of you to grow wife, 
by the example David has afforded you, nor 

ever fubje8: yourfelves to fo mortifying a re
pulfe. 

, . 
.Jfi.l.~·--= --i:~..-; 
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1-f O N DA- Y. 

On- the Spartan· Form· of Govern-.., 
ment, and Syfiem of Education, 
with Moral Refleaions. 

Lady Lomfa. 

My dear Mentoria, did you not fome' time 
. ·· ago promife to give us a · fhort account 

of the Spartan form of government, arid plah · 
of Education? If it be agreeable, I wifl1 yo'u 
would make them the fubjeEl of your inftrut1ioas 
this morning.· 

}r!.entoria;, 

My dear Lady Lotiif a, I will readily· comply 
with your reque:ll; and 'hope you will find the 
refearch in:llrut1ive and entertaining; Sparta, 
,or Lacedc::emon, , was fituated in Laconia; · a 
part of the Peloponnefus, now· the Morea : 

l l' which, 
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which, v,ith many other parts of ancient Greece, 

is in fubje8:ion to the Turks. Lycurgus, the 

Legif1ator of the Spartan La·ws, governed the 

Lacedxmonians during the minority of his 

Nephew. The excellent rules he eflablifhed 

for their general conduct, and the attention 

he paid to the infiruEtion of their youth, have 

rendered his memory immortal. To prevent 

all difputes of precedency, · he caufed the whole 

country, and private property, to be a common 

ftock, and divided into equal lots. It would 

have been· difficult to have effe8:ed this, if gold 

a.nd filver had not previouily been rendered of 

no intrinfic value, by making the current c.oin 

of iron. This :fhatagem banifhed many crimes 

from Sparta; as there was no temptation to rob

another of thofe poffeffions which were too 

cumberous to be concealed. Effe8:ually to pre

vent any difrinElions in the ceconomy of private 

families, Lycurgus efiablifl1ecl public tables, 

where no food was allowed, but fuch as the 

Jaw dire8:ed; they ufually were diYidcd into 

different companies, confifting of about fifteen 

in each clafs. 

Lord George. 
Did the Spartans like thef e regulations? I 

.fhould think it hard, if fuch were to take place 

now, 

~ /Vlentoric:, 
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Mentoria. 

Thofe who had poffeffed great riches, and 
been accuftomed to live luxurioufly, were fo 
enraged at the di_minution of their privileges, 
that they rebelled 1 and proceeded fo far, _as to 
pelt Lycurgus with ftone~ : to efcape their 
refentment, he endeavoured to feek refuge in 
a temple ; he outran all his enemies, except 
Alcander, whoft;, zeal tempted him to purfue 
Lycurgus with fpeed and cruelty. As- he was 
turning his head to form an opinion of .his 
own .fafety, this young n;ian beat out one of 
his eyes with a flick. Lycurgus bore this un
fortunate circumfiance with the greatefi forti~ 
tude : immediately flopping :fhort, he foewed
his face frreaming with blood to the citizens? 
who were ·ftruck with the moft poignant grief.,, 
and delivered Alcander to Lycurgus to be 
punifhed as he thought fit : he, infiead 0f in..
fli8:ing one adequate to his offence, took him 
into his houfe, and appointed him to the office 
of waiting on him as a domefiic fervant. This
unmerited and unexp~Eced lenity, wrought fuch 
a change in Alcander's condu&, h,e afterwards 
became one of the rnoft diftinguifhed citizens of 
Sparta ; which proves the good effea of for
g1 vmg an mJury, rather than feeking means to 
r~venge it. 

l 6 Lady 
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Lady Mary. 
I am very forry, my dear Mentori·a, that Ly. 

curgus met with fuch an accident,. as he was, 
fo good- a man,._ 

Mentoria. 

To perpetuate the memory of this unfortu-
nate circumfiance, the Laced'cemonians never 
after fuffered a perfon to enter their affemblies 
with a fiaff in their hand·. 

Lady Louifa. 

On what food did the Spartans chiefly live,. 
my good Mentoria.? 

l'rf.entoria. 

The di{h held in the highefl e.frimation, was 
a kind of black broth: the old men who fat 
by- themfelves, lived entirely upon it, . and left 
the meat to the younger part of the fociety. 

Dionyfius the Tyrant, partaking of one of 
thefe repafis, complained of the infipidity of 
the broth,_ "I am not:,furprifed (faid the cook) 
the feafoni-ng is wanting." What feafoning? 
replied the Tyrant. " Hunger and thirfl pro
duced by exercife of various kinds (anfwered 
tbe cook) are the ingredients with which we 
reli.fh our food.'' 
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Lord George. 

\1/ as it not very impertinent of a fervant to 

fpeak in fuch a familiar manner to a king? I 

fhould thi?,k it very extraordinary, if a coolt 

was to fpeak fo to me, though I a-m not 1;3 

fuch an· high fi.ation of life. 

/,/lentoria. 

Your Lordfhil' mufi remember, that the 

Spartans had levelled all. di.fiinaions in their 

own commonwealth;, and c0nfequently thought 

themfelves freed from paying any great marks 

of obedience· and· ref pe8:, to thof e invefred with 

·Lady- Mary.,. 

Who was appointed to order what there 

lh.ould. be for dinner ?. 

lYientoria .. 

There was a fettled plan, which they i nvari ... 

F>ly purfued, as variety would have encouraged 

the· luxury they meant to aboli:fh; for which 

rea.fon, their food' was of the p1ainefi kind, that 

they might not be tempted to eat more than 

was abfolutely nece!fary for the fupport of 

nature. Each member of the Society, contri

buted to the common flock, and was obliged to 

fend every month, five pounds of cheefe, 2 

buihe1 
. . 
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bufhel of meal, eight gallons of ,.\-·ine, two 
pounds and an half of figs, v,;ith a fmall furn of 
money, to buy fifh alld rn.eat. Whenever 
they offered a facrifice, they prefented part of 
the viaim to the common table; and fent a 
portion of all the game they killed, to the pub
lic flock, for · the good of the community .. 
Thofe who had been performing a facrifice, or 
been employed in hunting, were permitted to.
fop in their own I10ufes; no other circum
fiances excufing their appearance in public .. 

Lady Louifa. 

That, I fuppofe, was no hardfoip ;· as peo
ple in gener~1, Jike to fpend thei.r. time in. 
company. 

Mentoria. 

Yet a , 1ery different plan was purfued by 
the Ancients ; moderation and temperance, 
were their princi-pal obje8:s, and wifdom, the 
ultimate end of their wi:fhes. The Spartans 
fent their children to the public tables, as to 
fcminaries of learning, where they were to be 
inftruaed in political affairs; and acquire the 
art of converfing with eafe .and pleafantry. 
They were early accufioll;ed to bear raillery, 
and as their fatire was very pointed, it was 
'thought unqecoming of a Spartan, not to 0~ 

able 
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able to receive a retort with compofure. They 

expreffed their fentiments in few words, and 

generally made their replies in Apophthegms, 

or fmart fayingsr Hence it is, that a concife 

manner of expreffion is called Laconic; a3 

Sparta was fituated in Laconia, from wheace 

the word Laconic is derived. 

Lady Jvlary. 

What other cu:ftoms had they, my dear Mcn

toria? 
· Mentoria. 

It was a general rule amongfi them, when

ever a perfon entered a room, for the oldefl 

member of the Society, to point to the door, 

and fay, " Not a wor_d faid in this company, 

mufi go out there." They alfo eleaed their 

aff ociates in the following manner; each of the 

company took a pellet of bread, and threw it into 

the pitcher, wh,ich a fervant carried on his head: 

thofe who approved him, flung the ball in 

without altering the fhape; whil.fi thofe who 

wifhed to prevent his being chofen, fq ueezed 

it flat; if there were but one of the flatted 

piece~ in the pi tc her, the candidate was re

jeaed. Our mode of eleaion by ballot, is 

nearly the fame; which confifis of a number of 

balls, fome black, and fome white, the ma-
jority 
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JOnty of either, determining the choice or· 
exclufion. 

Lord- George. 

Lycurgus mufl have been a ·very clever·man 
tQ make fuch excellent: lavl's~ 

Mentoria . . 

To prevent magnificence in their houfos, . 
he ordained that their ceilings fhould only 
De wrought by the axe, and : their gates- and·, 
doors fmoothed by the faw; prefuming · they. 
would; not then Ee· fo aofurd to finifh their 
houfes in- an elegant tafle, as-' it would have 
~ppeared unfuitable· to · the re.fl· of the dwel. • 
ling. 

Lady Louifa·. 

I hope, my dear Mentoria; you Have · not . 
flnifhed your account of-the Spartans •. 

Mentoria. -
As far · only as relates to their · form of Go.

vernment. I fhall now examine the diligent , 
and early attention they paid to -the :formation ., 
of the minds·of their youth; from their infancy, , 
till they arrived at years of maturity • . The 
Spartan children were confidered as a -publk 
concern, from w horn legiilators and heroes were 
to fpring ; which is the only excufe that ca-n 1be 

offered 
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offered for the cruel law in force among them, 

that, as foon as a child was born, the father 

was oblig.ed to carry it to a place called 
Lefche, where a council was held to examine 

the infant: if it appeared healthy and well

proportioned,. they allotted him one of the 
:fhares of land into which the country was di

vided: but on the contrary, if it was deformed 

or fickly, it was cafi into a deep cavern, 

c,alled Apothet~. It appearing to them, nei

ther for the good of the child, nor intereft of 

the community, to preferve a life that in ail 

probability would not be ferviceable to the com

mon-wealth. The Spartan nurf es were helol 

jn1trcb high efiimation, that they were often pro.. 

cured for people in foreign countries, as with

out fwathing the ·children, they were firaight, 

and well fhaped. Their education was elle~m
ed a thing of too much confequence to be 
trufied to the caprice of the parents : who 

might, perhaps, have formed a plan, very dif

ferent to that approved by the Spartan council. 

To prevent whic~, when they were about fe. 
ven years of age, they were ranked in differ. 

ent claffes, and lived together, performing the 

fame- exercifes, and undergoing the fame dif~ 
cipline, and partaking of the fame recreations. 

Th~y acquired no fuperflu0us learning-; as the 
chief 
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chief aim was to make them good fubjeas, t{) 

be able to endure hardiliips, and fubdue their 
enermes. They were accufromed to go bare
foot"d, with their heads :fhaved, and almofr 
naked; which inured them to the difficulties. 
they were to undergo. After they were 
twelve years of age, they were not permitted. 
to wear a double garment. They Dept on beds
made of reeds, gathered by the river Eu
rotas, and were obliged to. break off the :!harp 
points with their nngers,. as they were not 
allowed any weapons for that purpofe. To. 
render it warm in winter, they mixed fome 
thifrle..down with.the- reeds, which was thought 
a great indulgef?.ce. 

, t 

Lady Louifa. 

I am very glad there are not fuch laws in
England, as I ihould not like to live as the 
Spartans did. 

Mentoria. 

A man of difl:ingui{hed abilities, ,-vas chofen
to fuperintend the in.frru8:ion of thofe youth; 
befide whom,. there was to every clafs, a Cap-
1.ain, or what they called, an lrensi who was. 
generally about twenty years of age; and whofe 
office was to preferve or<ler and regulanty. 
Thofe who ·were entrufied to his care, were 

entirely 



OF GOVERNMENT, &c. l 7 

entirely fubfervienl to his will, and waited on 

him as fen,ants. The younger ones he fent to 

gather herbs, and employed thofe ,. ho were 

capable of higher enterprifes, in ftealing woo<l,, 

and Yarious other articles. They ufually ef

fe8:ed their purpo[e, when perfons were afle p'" 

or their attention deeply engaged: and if they 

failed in their attempt, or were caught in the 

fa8:, were feverely punifhed. 

Lady Mary .. 

I think it was very wrong to teach them to 

1lcal; · I dare fay, my dear Mentoria, yo.u are 

of my opinion. 

Mentoria. 

My dear Lady Mary, you mull never 'lofe 

fight of the plan of life, for which they were 

intended. As their laws were rather a political, 

than a moral fyfl:em, this qualification might be 

efteemed requifite in a Spartan,. whofe exifl:

ence, in a great meafure, was to depend on the 

rapine and plunder, auth'orifed in warlike ex

peditions. They poifeffed an uncommon !hare 

of fortitude; a remarkable inftance of which, 

we find, in the famous ftory of the Spartan 

boy; who, being detc8:ed in the theft of a 

· young fox, concealed it under his coat, and 

fuffered 
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fuffered it to tear out his bm-ve1s, rather than 
make a difcovery of his guilt. 

Lady Lou//a. 
I wonder he had fuch refolution, and am 

furprifed he did not cry, when he fe lt it hurt 
him. 

lvfentoria. 

The fenfe of :flume was fo early inflilled into 
their mine.ls, it overcame all other confidcrations .. 
The Spartans deferve the highefr commendation, 
for the ref pea and reverence they paid to age. 
They ihewed their elders every outward mark 
of obedience, always rofe from their feat whe11 
they entered, and gave place to them on all oc
caf?-ons: neither were they wholly confined to• 
the obfervance of forms and ceremonies, but 
were equally attentive to the advice an~ admoni .. 
tions of their fuperiors ; by which means, their 
condu£l was proverbially wife and dif ere et. 

Lady Mary. 

My dear Mentoria, ought we to copy tlie 
Spartans in any of their cu.fioms ? 

Mentoria •. 

It would- be impoffible to make them a model 
for your future conduct: j as the affai rs of the 

\'Orld 
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world are now on a different footing. The 

Gofpel was not revealed t-0 them; confc

qucntly, their ideas of right and wrong. were 

only determined by the law of nature, as they 

had not the glorious example to imitate, which 

is afforded us in our ble!fed Saviour, and his 

fir.fl: difciples. Yet, notwithfianding you can

not follow them in the general mode of their 

practice, purfue thof e particular branches which 

feem worthy of imitation; fuch as the reve

rence paid to age and wifdom ; their extreme 

moderation and temperance in their repaB:s 

and recreations ; as alfo the intenfe applica

tion with which they purfued their ftudies. 

In e,-ery age and country, the exertion of thefe 

qualities, will produce the fame effeB:; and 

render a Briton as famous now, a-s a .Spartan 

was f everal hundred yea.rs arro. 
' 0 

Lord George.. , _ 

I wiili, my good Mentoria, you would not 

quite clofe your account of the Spartcins. 

lvfento;ia .. 

As I have not omitted aay material circum

llance; in the continuation of the fubje8:, I fhall 

be reduced to the necelfity of enlarging on what 

:I have already enurperated. I have informed 

you, 
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you, how highly the Sp2.ttan nurfes were 
efieemed ; it now only remains· for me to 
point out what gained them fuch reputation. 
They took infinite pains to render the infants 
healthy and robufl; yet their excellence chief~ 
1y confifred ~n the attention they paid to the 
formation of their difpofitions a~1d manners. 

Lady louifa. 

What partiCL1lat methods did they make ufe 
of, my dear Mentoria ? 

Mentoria. 

·They -never indulged the children in fretfqJ, 
and petulant inclinations, and paid no regard 
to their tears and idle fancies ; whi ch entirely 
difcouraged the bad habits of caprice and dif-

' couten't-. 
Lady Mary . 

-I am forprifed all nurfes do not aa the fame. 
l will advi.fe my little filler 's nurfe to treat her 

-in this manner. · 
JWen·toria. 

Without vanity, Lady Jv:I arv, I may venture 
to affirm, I underfiand the Spartan manners, 
better than any nurf e : fo, that with more pro

priety, I £hall be a_ble to adopt this plan, in 
the regulation of your conduce. I fhould 

think, 
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t1iink, I w-as a8:ing a very weak, as well as a 
very wid:.ed part, if I indulged all yonr defircs ; 
and fhould not difcl1arge my duty, without I 
corre8:ed your errors, and pointed out the 
means to amend them. 

Lady Louifa. 

\

1Vhat are they remarkable for befides ? 

]\llentoria. 

To prevent the children being daintr, the} 
-fed them on very plain food ; and acetdlomed 
them to eat all ki1:1ds of provifion, that they 
1night not have a particular diflikc to any. 

Lady Mary. 

I fl1ould think it very hard to be obliged to 
eat what I did not like.. 

Mentoria. 

\iVhen a perfon has a natural and {hong a
v erfion to any particular thing, it would be 
. ruel to oblige them to partake of it; in fuch a 
-cafe I would not exert my authority : out if it 
appeared to be the effe8: of prejudice or caprice, 
I would ufe the frrongefr effort to furmount the 
<lifficulty. I could produce many inflances 
of children fancying they did not like differ-

ent 
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ent parts of their food ; which, when they 

had been compeHed, or prevailed on to tafie. 

were extremely agreeable to them. This, like 

moll bad habits, makes a ,rapid progrefs, if it 

be not checked in it's infancy; ,,vhich proves 

how judic·ious it was in the Spartans, to guard 

againfr fuch a growing evil. 

Lady Louifa. 

I will never be dainty for the future, and 

-mever leave any orts on my plate. 

Mentoria. 

The branch I am now going to confider, will, 

I hope, prove an uf eful le!fon to you both ; as 

it points at your great weaknefs, namely, 

Fear. The Spartans were fo undaunted in 

their nature, they trained up their children 

without any fenf.e of unnece{fary apprehen

:fions ; to effea which, they accufromed them 

to be alone, and in the dark, to prevent thei;r 

being .timorous and cowardly. 

Lady Louifa. 

I wifh I could get the better of all my fears, 

ancl be as eafy in the dark as I am in the_ light. 

Mentori8- , 
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Mcntoria. 
I can afcribe Fear but to two caufes, which 

.are thefe; _the confcioufuefs of deferving pu
nifhment, 0r the prejudices imbibed in infancy. 
I impute your fears t-0 the fatter, which may 
be overcome by the exertion of your own rea
foR, and conficlence in the affertions of your 
-be.fl: friends. The errors which have been in
frilled into your minds, are fo palpable, they 
are eafily confuted; as there requires little to 
be faid, to convince you, that gho.fl:s, fairies, 
and hobgqblins, are creatures of the imagina
tion, which ha,'e no exi.fl:ei:ice but in weak and 
unenlightened minds~ 

Lacly Louifa. 
Yet, my dear Mentoria, who can deny dark

nefs being difagreeable ? 

Menturia.. 
lt does not appear the leafl formidable to 1ne. 

1 have no fears or apprehenfions then, more . . 
than at noon-day; as I confign myfelf with trufl: 
and confidence into the hands of my Creator, to 
wl10m darknefs and light are both alike. Guilt 
1s the only darknefs which can di.fl:urb our 
-peace ; and Innocence the only light which 
can difpel our Fears! To enforce what I ha-ve 

K ~ready 
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already faid, I will repeat a few lines I wrote 

on this fubjea. 

0 N F E A R. 

Avaunt, vain Fear, thou phantom of the mind, 

Stranger to inward peace, to reafon blind! 

T hou Ignis Fatuus which milleads the fenfe; 

Againft thy inroads, where is the defence ? 

The fhield of Faith, can bell defy thy fvvay; 

Ward off thy blows, and thy fharp .flin~s allay. 

Thou coward paffion, of ignoble birth, 

Whofe utmofi limits are confin'd to earth; 

In heav'n, I truft, thy lawlefs pow'r will ceafe, 

Th' abod.e of Angels, Harmony, and Peace. 

Lady Louifa. 

I know a pliantom is an imaginary evil, 

whiq h haunts the fenf es, fuch as ghofl:s, fai~ 

ries, &c. but do not comprehend the meaning 

of the words, 1/!;-nis Fatuus. 

}llentorz'a. 

They are derived from the Latin, and mean 

falfe fire. Hence it is, the meteor, commonly 

called, Wilf with a wijp, takes that name. 

Lady Mary. 

For what reafon, my dear Mentoria? 

},1entoria. 
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Mentoria. 

Becaufe, notwithfranding 1t 1s a vapour or 
exhalation of the earth, it has a luminous ap
pearance; and often leads travellers out of the 
right path, by their rnifiaking it for a ligl~.t in 
a cottage, or fome other dwelling. 

_ Lady Mary. 

But what refemblance can you poffibly find 
between this pha::nomenon and Fear ? 

.frlentoria. 

I !hall foon convince you of the likenef~ by 
pointing out, that they are equally delufive, 
and produce nearly the fame confequenccs. 
The meteor carries thofe who are unfortunate 
enough to be mifled by it's influence, far from 
the place of their defrination ; whilfr Fear 
leads thofe who _are under it's dominion, into 
the labyrinth of folly and fuperfiition. 

Lady Louifa. 
But, my dear 1\1:entoria, where is the fhi eld 

of faith, which defends us from Fear? I wifh 
I poffeffed it. 

lvlentoria. 

Virtues are often figuratively compared to 
-,.Efferent parts of armour, to imply, rhat they 

K ·i fortify 
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fortify us againfi the alfaults we meet ·with m 

our warfare upon earth. Faith is, for this 

reafon, {liled the iliield; as faith or confidence 

in God, i5 the only defence which can fcreen 

us from the attacks of . our enemies, or the 

dread of an impending evil. Thus St. Paul 

ad vi fed his difciples to gird themfelves with 

Truth, and to have their feet iliod with the 

Gofpel; but above all, to take the fhield of 

Faith, which he exprefsly told them would be 

able to quench the fiery darts of the wicked. 

Righteoufnefs he compared to a breafi-plate, 

Salvation to a· helmet. The word of God he 

alfo emphatically called, the Sword of the Spirit, 

and the whole accoutrements, the Armour of 

God, in which every Chrifiian ought to be 

clothed. 
Lady Mary. 

Pray, 11entoria, what is Superfrition? 

Mentoria. 

Supe,jHtion caufes Fear; and proceeds either 

from credulity, or the prejudices of education. 

It is of various kinds : the errors of the Ro

man Church are a principal branch ; as their 

tenets are founded on a fyfiem of pretended 

miracles and fupernatural events. There is 

another fpecies of a lefs fatal tendency ; name-
ly, 
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ly, the belief of divination, faith in omens o:r 
any myfiical procefs1 fuch as fortune-tellers 
a11d conjuren. Thofe whofe minds are weak. 
enough to pay attention to fuch fallacious 
guides, and have firong confidence in their 
prediElions, naturally grow timid, and dcge• 
nerate from their original purity. 

Lady Louifit. 

vVhat will cure Superftition, and prevent it's· 
ha\ying a {hong influence on our minds? 

111entoria. 

Good fenfe and fuperftition are irreconcile .. 
able enemies ; when they enter into fingle 
combat1 the former generally comes off vitlo .. 
nous. 

Hence, Superfiition ! hide thy daring head, 
By weak diftruft, and human folly bred! 
Sllbdu'd by fenfe, the viElor of thy fate, 
In chains thou !halt appear to grace her ftate ! 

Lady Mary. 

Are not ignorant people, my dear Mentoria, 
generally the moil fuper:flitious ? 

K 3 lvlentoria. 
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Mentoria. 
I 

Undoubtedly; becaufe Superflition is the 
natural conf equence of ignorance. As the 
fon difpels darknefs, fo does knowledge clear 
the underftanding from the mifl:s of error and 
delufion. Let me entreat you to avoid the fet
ters of ignorance ; as the _chains which confine 
the mind-, is the worfr flavery a human crea
ture can experience. Yet, unlike moil other 
bonds, they may be broken by the flrong 
efforts of our reafon. 

Oh, Ignorance ! thou chaos of the mind ! 
Th' eclipfe of reafon, to improvement blind. 
Thou, like the owl, dofi fhun the glorious light, 
Enwrapp'd in darknefs, and the £hades of night. 
All pow'rful fcience does difpel thy gloom; 
.Makes thee expire, and refi within the tomb. 
Ereas a trophy o'er the mould'ring dull 
Of highefi polifh, clean.s'd from foulcfi rufi ! 

Lady Louija. 
My dear Mentoria, do you think I !hall foon 

be able to make verfes on any fubjeR? I wifh 
you wonld teach me. 

J1entoria. 
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li1entoria. 

1 rnall be content1 my dear Lady Louifa, if 

you are able to exprefs your fentimcnts with 

eafe and elegance in Prqje. This can only Le 

acquired by pra&ice. We all lifp Lefore ·we 

can fpcak, and walk before we can dance; for 

which reafon be not difcouraged, though your 

produclions aba.und with errors. Do not repe.1t 

thefe you have already committed, and they 

will every day decreafe. An opportunity now 

offers for you to exert your {kill : as affeEtion 

·will fuggefi to you, the neceffity of informing 

Lady L-- of the pleafing event which hap

pened yefierday. Firfi, form the fubfiance of 

•your letter, and then clothe it in as agreeable a 

drefs as poffible. I would recommend to your 

Ladyfhip to pay the fame attention to the adorn

ing your fentiments, as you would befiow on 

•the decoration of your perfon. You rnufi be 

guided in the latter by fafhion and the caprice 

of the times: in the former, by the immutable 

and unchangeable rules of orthography and 

good fenfe. 

Lady Louifa. 

But what !hall I fay, my dear Mentoria ? 

K4 Mentoria. 
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1i1entoria. 
You would not a!k me that qaefiion, if fhc 

came to pay you a vifit : imagine yourfelf en
gaged in converfation with her, and you ·wi11 
not then be at a lofs. Epifiolary correfpon
dence is nothing more than an exchange of 
fentiments, which ought to be delivered with 
as much eafe and_freedom, as is ufually autho
rized in common difcourfe, with oniy this di
fl:inElion, that we fhould pay rather more atten
tion to our manner of expreffion; and be par
ticularly careful to avoid tautology, or the re
petition of words ; becaufe our errors appear 
more palpable, when they_ are recorded, and 
may yield evidence again.fr us. Divefi your
felf of unnec.eifary fears, and cheer yourf elf 
with the pleafing refleaion, that your befi en
deavours ( even if the performance is imper
fea) will be accepted, and entitle y0u to ap.. i 

plaufe. 



DIALOGUE 

T U E S D A Y. 

On the Sciences; with a general 

Exhortation to acquire Know 0 

ledge .. 

Mentoria •. 

L A DY Mary, you once reque:!led me to, 

inform you of the nature of the Sciences,, 
whi~h I then declined; if your curiofity is not 
abated by delay, we will now examine· them 
with the attention they deferve. 

Lady Mary .. 

My defire to be acquainted with their d'iffe:..r-
ent qualities, is now as {hong as when I made· 
1!he requefi. Are there not flven Science~,. 
my dear Mentoria ? 

K5 M:tnt0ria. 
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Mentoria·. 

Yes, · my dear. I Ihall confider them in re
gular order; and confcquently begin with 
Grammar, on which the principles of every 
language depend. 

Lady Louifa. 

My dear Mentoria, you need not fay much 
about Grammar, as we under:fl:and it very well. 
I could anfwer you any que.flions you chufe to 
a!k me. 

Mentoria. 

To put it to the proof, what is a lloun? 

· Lady Louifa. 

Are not the words man, houfe, joy,- forrow, 
all Nouns? 

Mentoria. 

You are perfeclly right, my dear Lady 
Louifa, but let me hear your reafons for fup
pofing them fo. 

Lady Louifa. 

Recaufe, by pre.fixing an .article they make 
, fenfe. · 

Mentoria. 

They are alfo of two kinds, the noun fab
Jlantive, and the noun adje8ive. Let me hear 
you explain them, my dear Lady Mary. 

Lady 
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Lady 1'.1ary. 

A noun fub.flantive is the name of a thina-
o 

without any reference to it's peculiar qualities; 

Example-The rnan; but a noun adjeaive de

notes the properties of the obje8: it expreffes, 

as, in the following in.flances: a good man, a 

large houfe, in which it plainly appears the 

words good and large are the adjeaives. 

Nlentorz·~. 

My dear Lady Mary, it gives me infinite 

pleafure to find you fuch a good grammarian. 

In order more fully to explain the rudiments 

of this ufcful fcience, I fhall inform you they 

principally confifi of the different moods and 

te,!fi:s, which may be,,diviaed into the following 

claffes : the pqfl, the pre.fen.t, and the future, 

den oting our powers of a8:ion. 

Lady Louifa. ' 

I wif11 you would explain ihem my dear 

Mentoria. 
Mentoria. 

I :fhall begin by informing you the word 

terife fignifies the time in which we fpeak or 

acl; and the mood implies the manner. The 

indicative mood affirms, or is pofitive. Ex

a.IJJple-" 1 am, · thou art, he is, &c." 

K 6 Lady 
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Lady lvlary. 

I hope will produce fome more 
. you Ill• 

fiances. 
111.entoria. 

- There are many of the moods and tenfes fo 
plain, you cannot_ mi flake their meaning. I 
wi-11 endeavour to enumerate thofe which I 

-think require fome explanation: The potential 
mood denotes power. Example-~' As I may, 
can, or could walk." The imperative mood 
implies authority, or command : for inftance, 
" have thou, let him have, let us be, &c." The 
{)ptatt:ve mood clearly indicates a wifh to 0b
tain, which is as foilows: "That I may have, 
that thou mayeft have, that he· may have.',. 
Th~ if!finitive, which is the laft of the moods, 
prefuppofes, and requires a verb1 r:>r part of a 
phrafe to precede it, in order to make_ the fenf e 
ccmplete. Example-" I defire to read, :-" the 
-infiniti1.Te "to read," would not be f enfe without 
the word defire. I fha11 fay no more on this. 
fubjea, as you acquire this ufeful ·knowledge 
in the common courfe of your lefTons, and al
ready know the ufo of the different parts of 
fpeech, which confifl of the noun-, article, 
pronourr, adjeB:ive, -verb, participle, adverb, pre:. 
pefztion, conjunllion, and interj ellion. I fhall 
now, therefore, proceed to explain the other 
fciences. 

Lady 
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Lady A1ary. 
'Which is the next you mean to difcourfe 

i1pon. 

Ment.().Ra.~ 
Logic, or the art of reafoning, is- ar ab

fhuf e :fludy, but of infinite ufe to divin~s and 
lawyers; as it enable~ them to explain my\&eri
ous fubjeas,. and reco~cile feeming abfurdities. 

\ 

Lord George. 
That mufi be a difficult 'tafk, how can they 

poflibly do it? 

Mentoria. 
In tracing confequences to the caufe which 

produces them, however remote and imper
ceptible to common obiervers-;. by which 
means they refute erro~s,. and convince the 
unbelieving. 

Lady Mary. 
This frience mu.fl: be of great ufe,, my dear 

lv-1entoria ! 
Mentoria. 

Yes, my dear, particularly in aU theological 

or divine writings, learned arguments,. and deep 
refearches. 

Lady Louifa. 
What 1s the next fcience, my ~ear Men

toria) 
' 

·Mentoria, 
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Mentoria. 
Rhetoric, or the art of eloquence or per

fuafion. 

Lord George. 
Are Logic and Rhetoric, alike m any re

fpeas? 

Mentoria. 
Not in the Ieafi. Logic invefiigates the 

truth by axioms, or felf-evident principles ; 
but Rhetoric by a fair affemblage of words, 
and well-tuned periods, often caufes us to view 
circumfiances through a falfe medium, and 
confequently induces us to applaud what we 
ought to condemn. The powers of eloquence 
and flowers of rhetoric are irrefiftible ; and 
when they proceed from a good ~eart, and 
are exerted in a good caufe, are highly deferv
ing of our praife and admiration. This quali
ty is indifpenfab1y neceffary, for all public 
fpeakers," but more particularly fo to lawyers, as 
the fuccefs of the cauf e they undertake to 
plead, frequently depends on nice diftinaions, 
intricate points of law, and the narration of 
faas, which require the graces of fpeech, and 
oelicate :flrokes of elocution. 

Lady Louifa. 
How does Rhetoric make people eloquent ? 

Mentoria, 
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Mentoria. 

By enabling them to exprefs their fentiments 

according to the rules of art; and to adorn 

them with the figures of fpeech called tropes, 

metaphors, allegories, hyperboles, that are nothing 

more than mental ornaments, on which the i~

ternal beauty depends, as much as the extern al 

does on drefs and exterior decorations. As 

they neither of them produce an happy effec1, if 

they are not properly dif pofed, the one !hould 

be blended with truth, the other with fimp1icit y 

and nature. I !hall now explain the extenfive 

and uf eful fcience of Arithmetic. 

Lady Mary. 

We learn that of our writing-ma!ler, and 

therefore know what it means. 

Mentoria. 

What he teaches you is a part of Simple 

Arithmetic. This fcience comprehends the 

ufe and properties of figures, and confequently 

is part of the Mathematics. The four fir!l ruies, 

namely, addition,fabtraElion, multiplication, and 

divifzon, are very neceffary parts of your educa

t ion. If you are defec1ive in thefe points, you 

would not be qualified to regulate your affairs, 

when you come to years of maturity. 
Lady 
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Lady Louifa. 
Yon fay we are taught Sz'mple Arithmeiic, 

what other fort is there, my go0d Iv!entoria? 

Mentoria. 
The more abfl:rufe part o.f the fcience is 

called Algebra, in which letters are ufed in:fread 
of :figures, to folve the problems, and afcertain 
the produa,_ which is of great importance to 
?vlathematicians. 

Lady Mary. 
- vVhat are the other f ciences, my dear 1ifen
toria? 

M"tnto'T'ia. 
The next that will engage our attention is· 

Ceometry, which is alfo a principal brancli of 
the Mathematics, and includes whatever is
capable of menfuration. Geometrical. pro-
olems are very entertainmg, they teach rules of 
proportions, and the ufe of vari"ous figures, 
fuch as cirdes, ovals,. angles, triangles, qua-:
drangI·es or fquares, 08:agons, heptagons, hexa .. 
gon~ pentagons, parallel lines, cuor,s, &c •. 

Lady Louifa .. 
What are the meaning of thefo words, and 

from whence are they derived? 



• 

/ 



.Platl:, J2 . I,, ;,zre ; 1a11c :zo ,-
1 

Octagon . Acute.Angle. Circle. 

\ 
\ 

Trian gle. Sq_uare . 

Cube . 
Hexagon. 

Obtufe.Angle . 

:Parallel Lines . 

W-J) a.raou, ft. 
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Mtntoria. 

From the Latin and Greek. The wore! 
Circle fignifies ronnd, and is deri \·c<l from Clr
cus, a ring; Oval, from ovum, an egg, as it 
bears that form; Angle, from angulus, a corner, 
as it implies the meeting of two lines; Triangle, 
from tres, three, and angulus~ a corner, as it has 
three fides; and confequently Quadrangle from 
quatuor and angulus, as it has four fides. 
Thefo are all derived from the Latin. 

Lady Mary. 

The others take their different derivations 
from the Greek. 

Mentorz'a. 

Yes, my dear Lady Mary; the word OElagon 
means eight fides : "1 believe the Heptagon has 
the fame etymology, which has feven fides; 
liexagon, which has fix; and Pentagon, which 
has five. Parallel is taken from the Greek, 
and means even with each other, yet cannot 
meet: hence it is, parallel lines imply being at 
an equal difiance. The word Cube or Square 
is alfo derived from the Greek, and fignifies a 
die, which is the fingular of dice, as it is the 
fame length, widtL, and depth, and on every 
fide forms an exact fquare. I have . drawn a 
£ketch of thefe differen t figures, whic~, I hope, 

will 
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will be of future [effice to you, exemplified 
in Plate II. 

Lady Louifa. 
I fhou-Id like to learn Geometry; it feems very 

entertaining. 

A.fentoria. 

It is not a part of female education ; neither 
tan you form a proper judgment from thct 
!ketch I have given, any more than you would 
be enabled to undedland a language by only 
feeing the alphabet. I !hall now take a curfory 
or flight view of 4flronomy, which teaches the 
fituation or motion of the heavenli bodies-, 
This fcience, from the clofe conneaion it has 
with Geography, may properly be called it's 
counter-part. 

Lady Mary. 
I 

What are the Heavenly Bodies, my deai· 
Mentoria? 

J.1entoria. 
The Sun,-PlQ)Jet!'i, Confiellations, &c. The 

' orb of light, called rfl-€_ S_un, i~ fixed in -the 
mid{l of the univerfe, and is fuppofed to per
form a revolution on it's own axis from wefi to 
eaft, once in twenty-five <lays; it always 
{hines with the fame luftr~, and gives light and 
heat to the whole planetary fy:flem. 
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Lady Louifa. 

\iVhat are Pla:nets, my dear lvfadam ? 

Afentoria. 

They move round the Sun, in a confiant 
and regular courfe. lvf.ercury, which is the 
leafl: of the primary planets, is next to the Sun, 
at the difl:ance of about thirty-two millions of 
m'iles, and is computed to be two thoufand 
four hundred and fixty miles in diameter, and 
performs it's revolution round the Sun in 
eighty-eight days. The planet Venus, is next 
to Mercury, and is fuppofed to be about the 
fize of the Earth, which is computed to be 
feven thoufand nine hundred and fixty miles in 
diameter, and £he performs her courfe in the 
fpace of two hundred twenty-four days and an 
half, at the difiance of fif~y-nine millions of 
miles from the fun. Thefe are fiiled the in• 
ferior planets, becaufe their procefs is between 
the earth and fun . 

Lady Mary. 

I remember, my dear Meqtoria, in your ac~ 
count of Geography, you informed us the 
Earth was a planet, and moved round the fun . 

}.1.entoria, 



212 0N THE SCIENCE&. 

Mentoria. 
You are perfealy right, my dea~.- Lady Ma~y ... 

The E arth is di.flant from the Sun about eighty
one millions of miles, is rather more than [even 
thoufand nine hundred and fixty miles in dia
meter, and performs it's revolutiGms round the 
Sun in 365 days, which confiitutes our folar 
year. The Af.oon is confidered as a fecondary 
planet, and is ever attendant 0n the Earth, at 
the difiance of two h1indre<l and forty thoufand 
miles. She is computed to be fifty times lefs 
than the Earth, and performs her courfe round 
it in the f pace of a month. 

Lady Louifa. 
We can perceive her procefs by the light !he 

affords us at fome times, which at others is hid
den from us. 

Menloria. 
We mufi. now confider the fuperior planets, 

which are fo named, becaufe they are either 
above, or encompafs that of the Earth. The 
fir.fl is Mars: it 's diameter is about four thou
fand four hundred miles, and it's difiance from 
the fun about one hundred and twenty-three 
millions. It's revolution round the Sun is per
forme d in two years, ,,vanting forty-three days. 

Next 
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Next to Mars is .Jupiter, \vhich is the largefi of 
all the planets. It's diameter is rather above 
eighty-one thoufand miles, and is diflant from 
the Sun ahout four hundred millions. It per
forms· it's courfe round the Sun in twelve years, 
excepting about fifty d.ays; and is fuppofed to 
revolve on it's own axis in the fhort f pace of 
ten hours. , This planet is conflantly attended 
by four moons, ufually called Satellites, which 
appear in a direEl line with this great orb. 
Next, and Iaflly, we find the planet Saturn: 
it's diameter is computed to be about fixty-eight 
thoufand miles, and it's diflance from the Sun 
feyen hundred and feventy~feven .millions of 
miles, and perform-s it's revolution round the 
Snn in the fpace of twenty-nine years and an 
half. It is attended by five moons, and a ring 
of great magnitude, . which has a luminous ap
pearance._ Th.e difrances and diameters of the 
planets, which I have jufl recited, haYe been 
demonflrated by fome of the befr 3:flronomers : 
but if the obfervations on the tranfit of Venus 
may be depended on, it requires one--fixth part 
of each number to be added to the number 
itfelf, in order to afcertain the real dimenfions 
of all the planets, .except the Earth. Thefe 
t;clefiial luminaries are in themfelves dark or 

opaque 
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opaque bodies, ;rnd tranfmit to us the light of 
the Sun by refleflion. 

Lord Georgt. 

I am -impatient ' to hear ,.vhat Co'!fiel{ations 

are : I fuppofe they are fiars, my dear l\!lcn
toria? 

Mentoria. 

They are fixed .flars, becaufe they always 
preferve the fame difiances, and are fituated 

in that part of the HeaYens called the Zodiac, 

which is the fpace where the fun and planets 
perform their refpeaive revolutions. The 

principal Confiellations are the Signs of the 

zodiac, which are-Arz:es the ram, Taurus 
the bull, Gemini the twins, Cancer the crab, 

Leo the .lion, Virgo the virgin, Libra the 

fcales, Scorpio the fcorpion, Sagittarius the 

.archer, Capricornus the goat, Aquarius the 
water-bearer, and Pifces the fifhes. There are, 

befides thefe, fifty-feven Confiellations, tV{Pnty

nine fituated on the north, and twenty-eight 

on the fouth fide of the zodiac. The fixed 

fiars do not fhine by refleaion, but by native 

light, which is defigned to cheer the utmo.fl 
bounds of the creation. 

Lady 
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Lady Louifa. 

Have not I heard of Comets, my good Men
rnria ? Are they not fomething very wonderful 
in the Heavens? 

Ment.oria. 

They are blazingflars, which but rarely ap
pear, becauf e their revolutions round the fun, 
are exceedingly eccentric, and performed at 

fuch an immenfe difrance from it, that they take 

a large fpace of time to co:nplete their courfe, 

notwithfranding their progrefs is very rapid. 

Lady Aiary. 

1-f y dear Mentoria, you haYe not yet 
mentioned the great number of {l:ars which 

fpangle the heavens, how many do you think 

there may be? 

lvientoria. 

They are ranked in different ch1ffes· accord
ing to their refpe8:ive magnitude; and in 
Flamfl:ead's catalogue they are computed to be 
in number about _three thoufand and one, not

witnfianding which, there is great reafon to 

think there are an infinitude, which elude the 
keenefi fearch, ar:id exceed the bounds of hu
man difcovery or comprchenfion. . 

Lady 
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Lady Louifa. 

I wonder how big the S-un is ? 

Mentoria. 

It is computed to be about eight hundred 
thoufand miles in diameter, my dear Lady 
Louifa. 

Lady A1.ary. 

What is Diameter, my dear Mentoria? 

A1entorz'a. 

It implies tG go through the middle or 
centre of any thing, in a dire& line, either 
from top to bottom, or from fide to fi<le. , 

Lady Louifct. 

It is the fame as Circuniference, I fuppofe. 

Mentoria. 

Not in the leafi, as Circumference means to 
go entirely round an obje&, and Diameter 
acrofs it, which makes a very effential differ
ence in the dimenfions. It may be ufeful to 
inform you, that Magnitude means fize or 
bi,gnefs; Plenitude fulnefs; and Altitude the 
height of any thing. 

Lady !Ylary. 

How much lefs is the earth than the fun ? 
Mentoria. 
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Mentoria. 
You may eafi-Iy calculate, when you recol-

1e8: the earth is about feven thoufand nine 
hundred and fixty miles in diameter, and the fun 
,eight hundred thoufand miles. You mufl: alfo 
remember, the planet we inhabit, is computed 
to be eighty-one millions of miks difrant from 
the fun. 

Lord George. 
I am afl:oniilied_, at fo very great a difl:an ce, 

that we can perceive it's light, or feel the power 
of it's rays ! 

Mentoria. 
Notwithfl:anding we are fo far from it, the 

inhabitants of that part of the ear~h which is 
!ituated under the meridian of the fun, can 
fcarcely endure the heat, which would be in
fopportable if they. were placed but a few .de
grees nearer to it. In this, as in .every other 
part of the creation, the wifdom of God is . 
manifefl:ed_,, " The heavens declare his glory9 

and the firmament ilieweth his handy work!" 

Lady Louifa . . 
I imagine Ajlronomy is a very ufeful fcience ; 

t o whom is it part~cularly fo ? 

L Mentorz'a. 
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}lentoria. 

To mariners, philofophers, and mathema 

,ticians. It is alfo neceffary for p-erfons of 

-education, to pay fame attention to this frudy, 

-as it enlarges the ideas, and enables them to 

form a jufr coi1ception of the Deity. The 

contemplation of the heavens, infpires a 

rational mind with wonder and admiration., 

which naturally produce gratitude and adora

<tion, the only acceptable offerings to the bene

ficent author of thefe inefi.imable bleffings ! 

Lady Mary~ 

Is not A1efzc the next and the lafl: fcience~ 

you intend to explain., my dear Mentoria ? 

Mentoria. 

Yes, my dear Lady l\tlary, yet 1 fear it will 

not be in my :power to give you a clear idea 

.of Mufic, as a perfon ought to be an adept, or 

deeply {killed in the art to attempt an explana

tion of this pleafing fcience, which compre

hends the power of harmony, and may be 

divided into two parts, vocal and i"!firumental.. 

The excellence of the compofition, depends 

on the proper arrangements of different notes, 

fo1:1e of whi-eh from their refpeaive qualities., 

a.re called.flats, and others }harps, which pro-

duce 
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duce variation of found, and confi.itute na
tive, as well as artificial mufic. The common 
frale of mufic., which confi.fls of various cha
raaers to exprefs the different notes, 1s 
called the Gamut. No perfon can excel in 
this art, without a good ear; as the obferva
tion of time, and diflinaion of found, are 
neceffary for every perform-er, without which 
-they would produce <lifcord infread of har
mony. One of the chief principles of Mufic, 
tlepends on what is called Concord (which 
fignifies agreement) if this were not attended 
to, it would be impoffible to play in concert, 
every perfon having the fame notes, notwith
:ftanding different parts are allotted to each ; 
-confequently the ilighteft omiffion or encroax:h
ment would caufe confufion, and fpoil the 
whole effca. 

Lady Mary. 

I love l\!lufic very much, yet I fear fhall 
never excel. 

Jvlentoria. 

My dear Lady Mary, the force of genius is 
very powerful, and generally produces in 
every art, a greater degree of perfeaion, than 
can be acquired by any other means. Thofe 
who are defe8:ive in this po~nt, muft have re
courfe to the affiftance of art, which, by the 

L 2 aid 
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aid of induflry and perfeverance, proves a 
good fubflitute for genius. A tafle for Mufic~ 
like a tafle for mofl other things, in many 

perfons is not natural, but acquired. V\T e are 

guided in mofl of our purfuits, by the advice 

or example of our companions ; if they are 

:!ludious, rnufical, or ingenious, it excites emu

lation in us, to engage in the fame courfe, and 

purfue the fame plan. It is reported of the 
chamelion~ that he takes the colour of the ob
je8: which is nearefl to him, and confequently 

appears of various hues. We partake more 

of his nature, than at firfl fight we are apt to 
imagine, and are flrongly tinElured with either ' 

the good or bad qtlalities of thofe with whom 

we affociate. 

~dy Louifa. 

I wifh my dear Mentoria, I underflood all 
the f cience~, how ,,vife and clever fhould I be! 

M,eztoria. 

My dear Lady 1\fary, knowleage like power, 
beyond a cextain degree, fubje8:s thofe who 

poffefa it, to many temptations and inconveni

ences. There requires great fortitude to be 

proof againfl the !bouts of applaufe beflow

ed <?n merit, and the ref pea and obedience 

which i~ paid to grandeur. There are Yery 
few 



few v✓ho would not turn giddy, if they wer ,~ 
tranfported to the fommit of a high mountain, 
and could fcarcely difcern the valley beneath. 
"In like manner thof€, who by birth or abilities, 
are ex31lted above the common cla[s, are too 
apt to make no other ufe of their pre-emi
nence, than to look down with difdain on their 
inferiors. Wifdom and power can never be
deemed bleffings, unlefs, like the fun, the for.
mer enlightens that part of the creation which 
is in ignorance or darknefs, and the latter 
cheers and enlivens thofe wh0 are chilled hy 
the blafis of poverty and opp:i;eff10n ! 

.Lady Mary. 

Should we not wifh to be praifed, my dear 
l\.1entoria, when we excel in any thing? 

lvlentoria. 

The love of praife is not onfy par.donable?" 
but commendable, as far as it proves an en
citement to aa fo as to deferve it. 1t is only 
blameable when we make it the motive of our 
aElions, and receive more pleafure from the 
applaufe bellowed on a good aaion, than ,ve 
did from the filent tefiimony of the heart 
when we performed it: feek not the approba
tion of men, but of God, and be affured your 

L 3 Fatherr 
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Father, who feeth in fecret, will reward you 

openly. 
Lady Louifct. 

1 think, if I under:flood all the things you do1 

my good Mentoria, I iliould like to fhew my 

.knowledge, and talk . of them in company. I 

am furprifed that you do not. 

JYI.entoria. 

If I did, it would make me ridiculous-; 

knowledge ought not wholly to be concealed·; 

yet, like beauty, it appears mofr amiable, 

when it is feen through th.e · veil of diffidence 

and modefry. If you excelled in any art or 

fcience~ you Ihould not make it the fubjea ot 

your difcourfe, or · in common converfation 

exprefs your fentiments in the terms of a1i be

longing te- it ; a-s it would make you appear pe-.. 

dantic and ofrentatious. I once was acquainted 

with a gentleman, who was a great mathema-

tician, whenever I was in company with 

him, he always ufed the fame expreffions, 

which differed very little from geometrical pro

blems. When he was afked if he chofe cream 

in his tea, this was his confrant anfwer: " Yes, 

:Nia'am, becaufe the globular parti les of the 

cream, render the acute angles of the tea 

more obtufe." This reply might be tole

rably well received for the firfi time~ but from 

the 
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the repetition, and being often ill-timed, dif

gufted. A mere profeIIional charaaer is al . 

wa31s difagreeable. U I were perpetually talk. 

i ng to you of the declenfion of nouns, or the 

idioms of the French language, would you not 

think me a very tirefome coinpanion ? How· 

grave you would look, if I infified before you 

eat a cake, of your informing me whether it 
was of an oaagon or pentagon form. There 

are many times I would entirely divefi myfelf 

of the infiruaor, to partake of your recrea
tions, and be confidered-in no other light than

your friend ! 
Lord George. 

vVhat did the gentleman mean by the glo

bular particles of the cream, rendering the 
·. acute· angles of the tea more obtufe? 

Mentoria. . 

It is a generally received opinion, that all fofo 
liquors, fuch as oil, or cream1 are compofed 

of round, or globular particles, which caufe 

that fmoothnefs in their tafre; whi111, on the-

contrary, acids, fuch as vinegar or cyder, confifr 

of acute or fharp particles, which make them 

irritate the palate: hence he fuppofed the rich

nefs of the cream, would render the rouglmefs 

of the tea more obtufe, which means blunt. . 

L 4 Lady: 
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Lady Mary .. 

I hope my good Madam, you are· not going
to take leave of us for this- morning r 

lvfentoria. 

It gives me infinite pleafure, my dear Lady 
Mary, to find you fo attentive to my in:flruc
tions; and as Lady Louifa and Lord George 
are equally fo, I mufi befl:ow the fame commen
dations on them. To excite in your minds a 
defire to attain all poffible perfeaion in know
ledge and virtue, I fhall fubjoin an exhorta
tion to this laudable purpofe, which I fent 
fome time ago to an amiahle youth at Eton, 
entreating him to profecute his ftudies with. 
affiduity and attention. 

Go on, dear youth, deep learning's path purfue, 
And keep her golden treafures fl:ill in view : 
Search with attention, for the il1-ining ore. 

1 

It's lateht qualities w·ith care explore·. 
Learn all their different pr-operties and ufe, 
And gain the depth of fubjeas m0fi abflrufe. 
Fair fcience is the clue by which ,ve· find 
Th' intricate lab'rinth of the human mind. 

-
Perufe great nature's book, and her w-ife laws, 
And in each page trace the creative caufe: 
This will expand and animate thy hopes, 
When fyfierns. fail1 or high exalted tropes ! 

vVith 
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"\1/ith caution fix, and choofe the better part, 

Ever maintain integrity of heart: 

Let fympathetic feelings urge thee firong,. 

To aEls of kindnefs, never in the wrong. 

Be this the .fhu8:ure of thy future plan, 

And dedicate to God, the temple-Man f 

Lady Louija. 

But thefe lines my dear Nientoria:, can only 

be a leffon to Lord George, as you wrote them 

tlo a young gentleman ! 

Mentoria. 

They are (if I may be allowed the expref.. 

:lion) epicene in.flruElions, and· in their tendency 

of general uf e to both foxes~ 1 earnefily en

treat yo u to regulate your condua by the plan 

therein propofed. Think learning to be the beft 

riches you can acquire, and the works of nature 

the befl Ieffon you can .fludy. feel fo.r the dif

trelfes of others, and be ever inclined to te

dre fs their grievances. Be guided in all your 

a8:ions by the di8:ates of confcience, and the 

precepts of your holy religion. Dedicate you/ 

whole life to the fervice of God, which will 

entitle you to receive the reward promifed to 

his faithful fervants, namely, eiernal life and 

happinefs ! 
Ls 





DI ALO G U E X. 

vV E D N E S D A Y. 

On the relative Duties of Lif~, 

with a general Exhortation to 

Virtue. 

Lady Jvlary. 

My dear Mentoria, I hope your difcourfe 

this morning will be on an entertaining 

fubje8:, 

Mentoria. 

I wifh it to engage your attention, as from 

it's great importance it will require your ferious 

confideration. ~ome days ago, I pointed out 

to you your religious duties, or thofe you owe 

. to your Creator. It now remains for me to 

L -6 enumerate 
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enumerate the moral and relative-Duties, which 
all perfons are bound to difcharge to their 
fel1ow-creatures. 

Lady Louifa. 
\Vhy are they called relative Duties7 

1Hentoria. 

Becaufe they comprehend the different 
claffes and degrees of duty, refpecc, or love, 
which are due to thofe who are connecced with 
us, either by blood, friend{hip, or dependence; 
fuch as parents, brothers, -fifiers, mailers, fer
vants, and friends. This Duty is fo diffufive) 
it may be traced in regular gradation, from 
the monarch who fits on the throne, to the 
moft inconfiderable of his fubjefls. I !hall 
therefore confine myfelf to the confideration of 
thofe particular branches, 'v\~hich feem befi 
foited to your age, and ftation in life. 

Lady lvlary. 

I hope, my dear l\lientoria, you will explain 
each of thefe branches feparately-. 

Mentoria. 

W 'ith great plea-fure, my dear Lady Mary. 
The Duty we owe to our pa-rentss bears a near 
refemblance to that which is du~ to our Cre-

3 ator; 
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:ator; as it confifis of gratitude, obedience-, ancf 

love. The bleffing~ of our creation, preferva

tion, and redemption,, produce religious faith, 
and ·impel' the mind· to adore and worfhip the 

Caufe from whence they proceed. In like 
manner, as we derive our exifi.ence from our 

ea-rthly parents, and owe our fafety and im
provement to their tend.ernefs. and love (which, 

in· the-helplefs Ibte of in.fancy, we could not 

acquire by any other means) we are bound to 

render them the tribute of gratitude, by paying 

' implicit obedience to their commands. 

Lady Louifa. 

I thi-nk we iliould be very ungrateful,. if we 

did not regard our- parents, who exprefs fuch
anxiety for our welfare, and take fuch infinite 

pains to make. us ac.complifhed .. 

Mentoria. 

Our obligati0.n.s are fo numerous, it is. ima 
po.Ifible to fix their bounds ;.. neither. can I pro

pofe any better method, as a rule for your 

actions,. than to be uniformly obedient in your 

condu8:. Obferve and pra8:ife what is particu

larly pleafing to your parents; avoid thofe things 

which are not agreeable to them ;, and, upon 

every occafion, te:fiify your love and duty. 
Lord 
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Lord George. 

What is the difference between love and duty, 
my dear Mentoria? 

. \ 

Mentoria. 

They are f eparate qualities, yet are gene
rally united in a moral or religious fenfe ; which 
implies, that acts of obedience or duty ought 
to proceed from love ; as fear, or the hope of 
reward (if either were the motive) would make ' 
the., performance rather a facrifice than an of
fering. 

Lady Mary. 

What difrinction is there between an offer
ing and facriji,ce? 
· Mentoria. 

An Offering is a voluntary gift bellowed on 
merit, or prefented as a token of our gratitude 
and efteem : but a Sacrifice implies compulfion 
and reluctance; as the ceremonies to which 
they allude ' were very different in their ten
dency. An Offering ufually confifted of gar
lands or incenf e; a Sacrifice, of a victim 
-either burnt or flain, which, in the Jewiil1 
and Pagan laws, was required as an expiation 
for any capital offence, or as an acknowledg-. 
ment for any great advantage received .. 

Lady 
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Lady Louifa. 

But how can we make amends for their 
kindnefs, when we have nothing to befiow on 

our parents? 
Mentoria. 

In the regular courfe of things, it frequently 
happens, that parents are brought to an infirm 
and helplefs frate, and reduced to a f econd 

._ftate of infancy; in fuch cafes, children are 

enabled to difcharge the debt, by the fame means 
they received it. - But as thefe infiances are not 
very common, there is another opportunity, 
.which proceeds from a lefs ca!amitous caufe, 
though it demands our tendernefs, and excites 
our compaffion, I mean the gradual decline 

I 

of life, which requires little attentions, that 

, are often more ac~eptable than important fere 
vices ; as, like a gentle fhower, they revive 
the withered plant, which requires the prop 
of filial affection to fupport it. 

Lord George. 

Should we do every thing our parents com~ 
mand ? If tbey required us to perform what 
was unreafonable, or blameable, ought we to 

comply with their requefi ? 

,Mentoria. 
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lvlentoria . 
There i·s little danger of parents feadiug a 

child into error by defign; whenever they 
mifiake the means of their advantage or happi
nefs, the defe8: is in their judgment. As, in gene
ral, parents are too apt to err on the fide of ten
dernefs, ,hilcfren fhould'. in every infiance con
form, and be fubfervient to their will. Our 
bleffed Saviour, notwithflanding the divinity of 
his nature (which, in fome degree, made him in
dependent of his parents) in various inflances ma
nifefled his filial affe8:ion.: and we are exp,refsly 
told, he w.as fubjefr to them .. Let me entreat you 
to make his obedience, as well as every other · 
virtue he poffeffed-y the model for your condu8:. 
Imitate. his. example, and be guided by his pre- 
cepts; write his infiru8:ions on the tablet of your 
heart, w-hich will be legible in all your aclions, , 
and make you an uf eful member of fociety . . 

Lady Lozcifa; 
Pray, Mentoria, what is.. our Duty to · our· 

hr.others and.fjflers? I fuppofe we are to love 
and be· kind to them:. 

Mentoria. 
Yo1r are bound to refp.e8: thofe who, are 

older than yourfelf; ancf to inflru8: and· prote8: 
thofe who are younger.. You !hould. treat 

them 
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them on all occafions with tendernefs and love; 

nor ever feek an opportunity to difpute with, 

or teafe them. Be alfo particularly cautious 

to fet a good example, to excite emulation in 

thofe who are your elders, and to afford a 

pattern worthy of imitation to thofe who are 

younger. 
Lady Mary. 

I ought, I fuppofe1 to love to hear them 

praifed. 
lrlentoria. 

You fhould alfo feek every opportunity to 

commend them, and not enumerate every 

trifling offence; neither are you to think any 

praif e befiowed on themj derogates from your 

merit. This folly is painted in glowing co

louri, in the parable of the prodigal fan. The 

father, when the prodigal returned, met him 

with every token of joy, and caufed the fatted 

calf to be killed. The elder bro.ther, who was 

in the field, when he heard the found of mufic, 

enquired what event had happened,. to. caufe 

fuch acclamaJions of joy ;, the hiftory informs 

us, he was. difpleafed, when he found it was to 

celebrate his brother's arrival, and refolved 
I 

mot: to go into the hou.fe. His father expofi~-

lated with him on the occafion, and en-treated 

him to partake of the fefrivit.y his brother's 

-return 
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return had occafioned,; which had no effea on 
his obdurate heart. · On the contrary, he up~ 
braided his father for never befiowing on 
him a- kid, to make merry wi-th his friends : 
though when his fon returned,. who had wafted 
his fubftance with· riotous living, he gave him 
even the fatted calf. He then proceeded to 
exaggerate his brother's · tranfgreffions, and to 
,epumerate the· advantages his father had de
rived from. his- own faithful fervices ; which, 
however true~ came but with an ill grace from 

.his ow·n tefiim0ny,. and greatly took from the 
merit of the performance. The tender parent, 
flung with the reproaches of his child, endea:
\roured to obviate the charge of injuftice and 
-partiality, in the following words: " Son, thou-. 
art ever ·with me, and all that 1 have is thine. 
Yet, it is meet that we rejoice, for this thy 
brother was dead, and i.s, alive ag~in; was lofi,. 
and is found ! " 

Lord· George; 
Yet had not the elder brother fome caufe to 

be difpleafed, my good Mentoria ?· 

Nl.entoria. 

Not the leafi. my Lord, when . we refle8:. 
that forgivenefs is a divine attribute, and that 
none frand in need of pardon, but thof e who 

haYe 
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have offended. As the elder brother's condn8: 

had been unexcep tionable, this virtue could 

not be exercifed on him; it being neceffaryq 

there £hould be fome offence committed, be

fore reconcilemerrt can be fought, or obtained. 

The exclamation, which broke forth from his 

father, manifefied the emotions of his heart,. 

and implied, he thought himfelf bound to re._ 

_ward .in the moil ample manner the fon, who 

had never given him offence. The concluding 

part of the fentence contains the leffon I wifh 

to inculcate, namely, that we £hou1d unfeign

edly rejoice in the advantages o( others, a-nd 

be infirumental in advancing their progrefs in 

virtue, or recovering them from error and de-

.lufion : that, fo far from founding our own 

praife on the defe8:s or im perfe8:ions of our 

friends, we ihould repair the tottering building, 

which, fortified by fincerity and friendiliip, may 

confiitute our firength; as the human fpecies, 

like the vine, fiands in need of a fupport, 

without which neither would come to perfec~ 

tion, nor produce the fruits of virtue and abun .. 

dance. 
Lady Mary. 

J.v!q,flers, I think, is the next branch you 

are to confider. What kind of Refpe8:, or 

Duty, do we owe to them. 
lvf.entoria. 
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Superiority, of whatever quality it confifi:s~ 
demands Refpea, whether it proceeds from 
the poffeffion of virtue, knowledge, or power, 
i-n the fuperlative~ or greatefi degree. Your 
mafiers therefore are entitled to receive eve1y 
mark of attention you can poffibly fhew. You 
1hould never confider them as your equals, 
which will prevent any fovity of condu& in 
their prefence. You are all indifpenfably bound 
to attend to their inftruRions, which you wil}: 
retain and profit by, if you acquire the habit of 
treating them with deference and politenefs. 

Lady Louffa. 
I wifh to know, how you would have us be

have to our .fervants, my d€ar Mentoria .. 

]Yientoria. 

,!\Tith humanity and condefcenfion: ycu 
fhould always remember, notwithfianding they 
are your inferiors, that they are your fellow
creatures, and in yom· condu& towards 
them, equally avoid haughtinefs and familiarity. 
Maintain your ovvn digni~)", nJr ever lofe it,. 
by permitting a fervant to joke with you, or 
partake of your recreations : fuch proceedings 
d\re not the effe~ of humilit ', but of a depra\~ed 

taile, 
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tafre, and meannefs of fpirit. There are fomc 
perfons fo fo-nd of fuperiority, they choofe to 
affociate with thofe who are beneath or depen
dent on them, for no other reafon, than the 
opportunity it affords them of gratifying their 
inclinations without control or reproach. 

Lady Mary. 

We may command our fervants, I fuppofe, 
to do every thing we like! 

Mentoria. 

This right, my dear Lady Mary, extends no 
-further than the bare -dif charge of their duty, 
and ought to be exercifed with caution and 
difcretion. We faould never lay an injunc
tion on them, which appears not pofiible, or 
conveni-ent for them to perform; and be ever 
:ready to accept any reafonable excufe for the 
non-performance. Let us in this, as in every 
other infl:ance, incline to the fide of mercy: 
let us break the bonds of fervitude, and eafe 

our dependents of every oppreilive yoke. 

Lord George. 

How Ihould we conduct ourfelves to our 
friends, my dear Madam ? 

Mentori
0

ao 
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We are ever inclined to perform aas of 
kindnefs to thof e we fiyle our friends. This 
duty is fo diffufive, and the motives fo numer
ous, which urge us to the difcharge of it, there 
requires but little to be faid on this branch; 
more efpecially, as in a former difcourfe I -enu
merated the mutual obligations of friendfbi p~ 
I fhall therefore proceed to· p0int out the good 
will ,,vhich we owe to the human fp·ecies, without 
limitation or exception. The philaathropy 
I mean to recommend, is not only a Duty, 
but a Virtue. Thofe who ·exercife it in the fa-
perlative degree, mufl: poffef-s bene,·olence, 
mo~eration, and freadinefs ; and be wholly ex
empt from arrogance, malice, or prejudices, 
•either perfonal or national: they mufi be in
clined to redrefs the grievances of the difireffed, 
comfort the a-ffiiEled, and ciothe the naked ; to 

which they fhould be alone impelled by the 
tliElates of the Chrifiian religion, and the force 
of their own fee-liBgs : neither fhould they wifh 
-or exp ea any reward, but what arifes from 
the confcioufnefs of having performed their 
duty. 

Lady Mary. 

I imagine, my dear Mentoria, we are not 
required to be kind to the Jews. 

3 Mentoria. 
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.Mentoria. 
The-ir religious fentiments, would not excufc 

your failing to perform any duty you owed 
th_em, as fellow-creatures. Their errors, though 
fatal in their tendency, demand our pity, as they 
are a defe8: of judgme:.it. Our bleffed Saviour 
prayed, that they might be forgiven, as they 
.knew not what they did. Let us join in the fame 
,requefi, and never perfecute them. The para
,bre of the go0d Samaritan affords us an excel
.lent Ieffon of humanity, and alfo proves we 
fhould do good indif criminately, and pay no 
·regard to the feR, or outward condition of the 
.obje8:, whofe diftreffes excite our compafiion. 

Lord George. 
Why does this hifiory particularly afford us 

1:his Jeff on? 
Mentoria. 

Becaufe the Jews and Samaritans were at 
fuch enmity, it was thought a capital offence to 
.have the leaft intercourfe : thus the woman of 
-Samaria was furprifed our Saviour fiwuld afk 
water of her, as he was a Jew. 

Lady Jvlary. 
Then it was particularly good of the Sama0 

z-itan, to .take fuch care of the poor man in 
diftrefs,, 
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di.ftres. You cannot imagine, my dear Men .. 

toria, how much I admire his conduct ! 

Mentoria. 

He acted as every perfon ought to do, in the 

fame fituation: which is, to perform the fervice 

required, without any confideration of the ad

vantages which would arife from, or the in

conveniences that might attend it. Let us 

follow his example, and bind up the wounds 

of the afflicted, pouring in the balm of comfort 

and confolation. Let us ever practife the ex

hortation of our Saviour, delivered in thefe 

words, " Go, and do thou likewife." Which 

implies, we fhould feek an opportunity to tefiify 

our approbation of the Samaritan's condu8:, by 

the convincing proof of imit~tion. " Let your 

light fo fhine before men, that they may fee 

your good works, and glorify your Father, who 

is in heaven.'• .-
Lady Louifa. 

Are there any : other Duties, my good Men

t0ria? 
li1.entor£a. 

It is neceffary, for the good of the commu

nity, that there fhould be fub oi."dination in the 

different claffes of mankind. I fhall confider 

them uµder the headi of Superiority, Equality, 
and 
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~nd Inferiority; which, I hope, will enable 
you to form a ju1l conception of the feveral 
:flates. Superiority requires the perfons who 
poffefs it, to a8: with dignity and caution; to 
exercife their authoritv with moderation and , 

j,nfhce ; aP..d to difpen[e their favou!'s to thofe 
who appear mofi. -deferving of them. 

Lady Louifa. 

What is our Duty to our Equals ? 

],,!Jentoria. 

Like mofl: other Duties, tbey are reciprocal, 
and confifl of a mutual exchange of kind offices, 
and general good-will. As this fi.ate equally ex. 
eludes profound refpell: and•implicit obedience, 
it is necefiary to point out the m diLUn wbich 
!hould be preferved bct\•vcen thefe e xtremes, in 
order 'to make the cen1ent. of friendfhip Lin ding. 
Undue familiarity proverbially prod.L1ces con-
tempt: we have alfo fcriptural authority, that 
where fervile fear is, there can be no love, as l,Jve 

cafl:eth out fear. From which it may be infer
red, our deponment towards our Equals ought 
to be tinElured v, ~th the refpeEt. dL1e to our Supe
riors, and - the condefce 1fion and fr cdom au
thorifed to our Inferiors; which is .produEi :ve of 
the pleafing compound, .ufually called Pohtenefs. 

M Without 
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Vvithout the due obfervance of this amiable 
quality, the friendly intercourfe of fociety de
generates into Barbarifm and Incivility! 

Lady Mary. 

The fl:ate of Inferiority is the next branch 
you are to explain. I know, perfons in that 
dafs are required to be ohedient. 

Mentoria. 

This obedience is limited; as they iliould 
ever avoid flattering the weaknefs and imper
feftions of their Superiors, and in all their 

· a&ions make a difl:in&ion between fervility and 
refpea. From the dependence of their fl:ate, 
it is neceffary they iliould conform to the will 

of their rulers, in every infl:ance which is not 
repugnant to reafon or conf cience. 

Lady Jvlary. 

But how ·will thefe rules regulate our con

du&, my good Mentoria? 

Mentoria. 

You mu:fl: be a&uated by the precept en
joined by our Saviour, " To do to others, as 
you would they {hould do unto you." Yon 
mufr therefore purfue the fame condua to your 

Inferiors, 
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Inferiors, as you would that your Superiors 

Ihould to you; and pay the fame dererence to 

thofe above, as you expe8: to receiYc from 

thofe beneath you. To perfons who are on 

-a level with yourfelf, you foould perform fuch 

fervices, as feem moft acceptable and neceffary 

to the fphcre of life in which you move. Be 
-courteous to all, haughty and imperious to 

noHe. Be not high-minded, but condefccnd 

10 thofe of low e:fl:2te; and you will be refpc8:cd 

by the great, and reverenced by the humbl-e. 

Excel, and emulate thv parents nraife, 
, 1 

Let thy intrinfic worth the fabric raife ; 

In every ufeful art thy time employ, 

Zealous to gain efteem, true heart-felt joy! 

Attain each grace, that can adorn thy mind, 

Blended with fentiment, and tafrc rcfin'<l. 

Envy can find no harbour in a brea:fl, 

Th' abode, I tru:fl, of peace, more welcome 

gucfr, 

Beatitude divine, and fource of rdl:. 

Ncgle8: no duty, a8: with graceful eafe, 

Ever defire with modeity to pleafe: 

Let Virtue be thy guide, for D1e'll difpenfe 

Love, happinefs, and meek-eyed innocence. 

-Oh! may fhe, kind to thee, her grace impart, 

Never forfake, deep rooted m thy heart! 

11 2 





DIALOGUE 

T H U R S D A Y., 

On Complacency and Cheerf ulnefs,, 

Mentoria~ 

T HE advantages which arife from Com-· 

· placency, or ferenity of mind, are fo 
obvious, that few endeavours !hould feern need

ful to recommend it: yet the frequent devia-· 

tions we t(ace in various perfons from the· 

praaice of this amiable quality, induces me, 

my dear pupils, to point out the felf-fatisfaaion 

it produces, as an excitement to the · difcharge 

of a duty, which increafes our own happinefa, 

and is the means of diffufing it to thofe with

whom we are conneaed. 

M3 Lady 
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Lady Louifa. 

By Complacency, my dear rAentoria, I fop-
pofe you mean Good-n~tu:re, which I admire 
vc:1 y much; and fhould diflik.e any of my com
pamons, who did not poITefs a large portion 
of it. 

Me,ztoria. 

Gcod-nature is a term fo often perverted, 
that it is neceffary to enter in:o the difcuffion 
of it's real and afcribed qnalitie-s: as, according 
to the common acceptation of the word, it 
imp.lies nothing more than a compliant turn of 
mind, which can laugh, and bear to be laughed 
at; which is too inoffenfive to offer an infult, 
and t.oo pufillanimous to refent one. 

Lady Mary. 

1 fincereTy pity the perfons, whofe charaaers 
anf wer to your defcription_: are fuch freq1,1ent? 

lYientoria. 

When you mix more ·with the world, you 
will find every fiate in life abounds with them. 
Sir Charles Dupe is a Hriking procf of my 
affertion; he is of a good family, and has a 
tolerable underfranding ; yet, by a fupplenefs 
of dif pofition, makes an i11fignificant figure. 
He is free fr9m deceit himfelf, and therefore 

does 
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does not fufpea it in others; and is thus kept 

in perpetual good humour, as he mifiakes the 

aim of his aff ociates, which is 1 in eff e8:, to 

make him ridiculous: neither has he penetra

tion enough to difcover, that, whe1~ they laugh 

at his jefi, it proceeds more from contempt than 

e.pplaufe. This is the kind of Good-nature,. 

which lays thofe who poffefs it, under the <lif

agreeable neceffity of being a foil to the bright 

qualities of the defigning. 

Lady Mary6 

This is not, I fuppofe, the dif pofition of mind. 

you mean to recommend. 

lvlentoria. 

Uqdoubtedly n9t, my dear; as it wouic.1 nof 

conduce to your making a ref pe8:able figure' 

in life. The quality I wifh you to poffefs ancf 

exercife, confifis in a fl:eady perfeverance in 

jufr opinions, tempered with a becoming degree 

of fubmiffion; which, duly blended, produce 

an uniformity of condua worthy of the highefi 

commendation. I fcarcely know any perfon 

more eminently dWlinguifhed for this defirable 

attainment, than the amiable Hortenfia, as

Milton expreffes : " What {he wills to do or 

fay, feems wifefr, virtuoufefr, difcreete.fl) befi ! ,, 

M 4 She 



She IS wife, without the affeaation of know
ledge ; prudent, without the parade of cautiori; 
:fincere, yet free from difgu:fling bluntnefs; 
pious, but not enthufiaftic; and in her whole 
deportment is fo amiable and confi:flent, ilie 
may be confidered as entitled to app1aufe, and. 
wortl1y of imitation. 

Lady lvlary. 
I fuppofe Hortenfia never contradicts any 

body in company, but conforms to the inclina• 
tions of her friends. 

Mentoria. 
Flat contradiai.on is fuch a flagrant offence 

againft good manners, there is fcarcely a poili
bili ty of a perfon in her line of life tranfgref
fing in fo material a · point: yet it may be 
needful, on fome occafions, for her to diifent 
from the fentiment of her companions. When
ever that is the caf e, I am convinced ilie affigns 
very important reafons for fo doing; as ilie ~s 
ever inclined to fubmit to the will of others, 
when it IS confiilent with reafon and con
fcience. 

Lady Louifa. 
I have often wondered fhe is fo fubmiffive 

to Lady Bab Tempefr; as her Ladyfhip is dif
plctlfe<ls 
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plcafed, without the ]ea:fl: apparent caufe. I 

have frequently obferved her change from the 

mo.fr perfe8: good-humour, to the mo.fr fullen 

difcontent ! . 

f.1entoria~ 

Lady Bab may be deemed as great an objeR 

of pity, as Hortenfia is of admiration. The 

government of the human mind bears fome 

analogy to the government or :fl:ates. The rule 

of paffion is the rule of a def pot or of a mob, . 

eaprice, or confufion. The rule of reafon is 

the rule of a limited monarchy, or well regu

lated republic, whofe wifely-ena8:ed laws cori:

fult the benefit of the people governed. 

Lady Louifa.-

rhope I fha-11 be difiinguifhed by the co·nduBl:. 

you paint in fo amiable a light. I feel myfelf 

very uncomfortable whenever 1 enter into 

any difputes, and am very uneafy until I- am 

re con ciled to the offending parties; or if I am 

in fault, . feek the mofl. fpeedy arid effe8ual 

means of acknowledging_ rnyfelf the aggre.ffor. 

Mentoria •.. 
' Perfi.fl:ing in any known error,. is a· certarn 

mark of a weak heaJ, or bad heart. The 

wif ell of us are but fhort-fighted ~reatur.es; 

1\1 5 and, 
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and, confequently, are frequently involved in 
mi.flakes, rcfpe&ing our real advantage, and the 
means of happinefs. 

Lady Mary. 

I think, perfons who are perfe&ly compla. 
cent, Ihould never be difpleafed. 

M :;ntoria. 

If that were the confequence, it would be 
neceffary they fhould alfo be infenfible. As 
the aaions of the greate.fl p:irt of mankind are 
fo inconfifrent with the rules prefcribed by 
fhi& morality, it becomes neceffary and ex
pedient to exprefs a difapprobation of their 
effe&s, in warm, but not tumultuous, marks 
of zeal for the caufe of Virtue. 

Lady Louifa. 
But how, my dear Mentoria, :fhall I difcover 

the intentions of the bad, and be enabled to 
exprefs my abhorrence of their proceedings ? 

11/l.entoria. 

Confri-ence is implanted in us, as an unerr~ng 
rule for our general condu& in life: it's re
monfi:rances are loud, though too often fi
lenced by popular opinions, whicJ1, authorifect 

I• by 
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by rh~ fore~ of cuftom, rufh with irrefifiible 

rapidity on the minds of the weak and unde-

figning. Iv1y prefent defign is to warn you 

againfi their fuggefiions, 'by pointing out the 

due medium, which I wifh you to preferve, 

between the two extremes of indifference and 

irritable fenfibility : as the one would render 

you contemptible, the other an object of dread. 

and deteflat-ion. The {ntermediate difpofition' 

of mind may properly be fiiJed Complacency;. 

-as it is not ibarpened with the rigour of afpe-

:ri ty , or deadened with the langour of infipidity •. 

The happy effects of fe r enity may be copioufly 

traced in tile diffufive works of nature, , by be

holding the fudden an<l violent tranfmutations, .. 

agitations protluce, in her animated and won-

derful ·works. The ocean, when calm, . e;xcjtes. 

our admiration; but when it is tempeiluous, 

infpires us v,-ith an equal degrne of horror and 

dread. The vafr expanf e, which feemed de.; 

figned for -no other. purpofe than t~ proolai~ 

the power of Gad, becomes a Ief.ron to, and a-: 

refemblance of, capricious man. The undu-• 

lation of the w.aves exprefs the crowd ·of opi

nions, which difrurb his intelleEl:ual faculties 

in · regular fucceffion; and their impetuous 

efforts afford a fad image of his unruly 

paffions ~ therefore, may properly)e fiil~-d not 

M 6 only 
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on1y a type of man, but of his \varfare upon 
earth . 

Vv e may carry the purfuit full further, 
by examining the operations of paflion in 
the feathered and brute creation; which will 
convince us of the fata l effeRs it produces, 
and naturally lead us to fhun th~ enJnaring 
evil,, when we refle8:, that it's dominion de
prives us of reafon, which is peculiar to human 
nature,, and may be deemed it's greatdl orna.
ment, as it confiitutes our affinity and refem-
blance to the Supreme Being. When we · 
behold a docile animal from fome accidental 
caufe enraged,., unruly, foaming, and agitated 
beyond the power of expreflion, ought we not 
to examine the frate of our mvn minds, by 
candidly inquiring if we are eve:r led into the 
fame tranf ports of violent and difordered paf
fions; the turbulence of which too often preys 
on the vitals of the perfons who indulge them, 
and embitters the lives of the a!fociates. 
Thef e con:Gderations render the fearch too 
important to be negle8:ed, and, I hop~, will 

_ prove fuHicient to warn you of the confequent 
dangers attendant on fuch evil pra8:ices. The 
greatefi characters have guarded againfr this 
quality of the mind. We read that Plato, 
freling himfelf violently agitated with one of 

his 
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his domefl:ics, and perceiving, his friend Zeno
crates enter, exclaimed, " If thou art really 
my well-willier, I entreat thee to corre8: my 
fervant; for, at prefent, my rage formounts 
my reafon :" ,vhich clearly proves, he was 
conf cious of being difqualified for the tafk, 
whilfr under the dominion of prejudice and 
paffion .. 

Lady Louifa,. 

I think it was very wife of Plato to a8: fo 
cautiouily, a,nd I moft fincerely willi Lady 
Bab Tempefr, and Lady Mary Whimfey, 
would' follow his example. 

rdentoria; 

I would' advife them and all perfons who 
are apt to be ruffled in their tempers, fe
rioufly to confider, whether the points they 
wifh to gain, are worth contention; a~ 
I am convii1ced, if they duly weighed 
the ofije8:s of their purfuit, they would in 
general prove fca:r-ce1y defervir:1g of anxiety or 
dif pute. This habit, though perhaps diffi
cult to attain, wiII amply reward the poffef
fors for the obfracles they experienced in the 
conquefr. 

Lady 
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Lady lvlary. 

Are complacent people, merry,. my dear 
Mentoria? 

Mentoria. 

They ever preferve· that even temper of 
mind, which enables them to fuit their conduct' 
to the occa.Gon of the prefent feafon. They 
rejoice with the Joyful, and condole with the 
affli8:ed; improve the ignorant, and gain ·wif
dom from the intelligent, Mirth, as it is ufually 

an<lerilood, is- a fever of the mirrd, the figns 
of which are coarfe jefts and loud burfis of 

laughter; and in many perfons, is nothing more 
than a privilege to fay and do rude things, . 
which, . under any other guife, would be feri

ouf1y refented. From what I have obferved, 

you will perceive· mirth does not confifl in
thofe tranquil enjoyments which a~·e compa-• 

tible with Complacency: therefore, in their 

gayefi mements, complacent perfons are only. 
cheerful : as Cheerfulnefs, properly fpeaking, . 
is mirth refined. · 

Lady Louifa . . 

Would it be more becomin!! of them to be · 
u 

grave, and to behave with ref erveo 

Mentoria. 
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lrientoria. 

The affeaation of gravity is an impeachment 
of fenfe, rather than a proof of it.: therefore,. 
would render the perfon ,,vho affumed that qua
lity an obje& of ridicule. The funaions of 
the mind are fo diffufive, they are capable of 

manifefiing every fenfation incident to human 
nature: fuch as pain, pleafure, approbation, or 
difguft. The modes of this expreffion vary ac
cording to the different difpofitions ;. and as 

the complacent are aauated by right impref
fions, feldom fail to render their converfe 
agreeable, being ufually tin8:ured with thofe 
qualities, which, with . propriety,. we may call 
the balm of life. 

Lady lviary. 

Are they not in a more than common degree 
humane to . their inferiors ? 

Mentoria. 

They would do violence to their own natures 
·if they a8:ed contrary to lenity and unre

frrained Philanthropy ; which fuggefis by the 
,moil impu1five force, the neceHity of fellow
feeling, and ftrongly enjoins th e-- duty of the 
a&ive difcharge of the part ailigned us in the 

vafi chain of Being; where tbe greatefi :!land 

1n 
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in- need of the · leafi; as ·well as the lea.Q: of the· 
greatell; there being in. effec1, -. little difference 
bet,veen thofe who rule, and thofe who are 
fubjea to rulers: the whole depending equally 
on that God, who created and governs the 
UniYerfe. 

Lady Louifa. 

I will be particularly cautious to be kind :to· 
my attendants; as in other perfons I fee the 
ill effeHs of a contrary condut1~ 

Mentariav 

r have ever, . my dear, . confidered it to he 
politic, as well as jufi, to behave with the 
greateft conJefcenfion; and to relax, rather. 
than ove1 frrain the reins of power: as love 
operates :!lronger than fcaf, in producing 
uniform obedience. The authority_ which the 
highefl' {fation au thorif es over any part of . 
the human fpecies, fhouid rather check than . 
increafe our pride; as a perfon in the mofl: · 
elevated conditiDn . may, by the viciffitude of · 
fortune, be reduced to the level of the lmveft 
we can . pollibly imagine. Happy are fuch 
perfons, when the retrcfpe£t of their paft. con
duEc, yields them confolation under the con· 
flicls they have fuftained, , by enabling them 

10 
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to form a reafonahie expeaation, and hope, 

that God will difpenfe the fam~ degree of 

mercy, which they invariably ha\·e fhewn. 

There is fcarcely any merit in being compla

cent to thofe who are evidently our fu. 

periors ; as intere.Jl, er the hope of obtaining 

fome adventitious benefits, are -fofficient to in

fluence the greater part of mankind: but thofe 

who are guided by principles of Phiianthropy 

and genuine virtue, are impelled by f ympathy 

and general good-will. Senfations, which I 

hope, and trufi, are predominant in your dif

pofitions, as they are the bafis of moral per .. 

feRion ! 

Be ever free, be ever kind, 

Preferve an e p1al, tranquil mind, 
Serene, not vainly ga/; 

Let ev'ry wifh be rul'd by fenfe, 

And ev'ry aa delight dif penfe, 

In each revolving day. _ 

Confide in fome approved friend, 

In friendfhip all enjoyments blend, 

But yet with caution fix: 

Referve is Prudence, till we find,, 

A feeling and congenial mind, 

With which 'tis fafe to mix. 

Be 
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Be zealous to extinguifh prid.e, 
Ld reafon be thy conflant guide,. 

And mode:fl worth thy care; 
May reB:itude thy life adorn, 
Nor be thou torn by vice's thorn,, 

Nor caught in folly's fnare. 

Behold the trifler's wanton fmiie,, 
Conceals a heart intent on guile, 

vVith bafe deception fraught •. 
Avoid the dangers which await, 
This tranfient and uncertain {fate, 

Where oft the weak are caught .. , 

Be firm, not obflinately jufr, 
Declare on what. and ,vhom you truft, 

Refting on hope fublime; 
Let virtue {limulate thy mind, 
To feek for treafures thou canil find, 

Beyond the bounds of Time. 

As hours with rapid wings depart, 
Haften'd by life's luxurious art,. 

Of diligence there's need; 
Let no vain fears the fearch elude,. 
Nor ufelefs anxious cares intrude,.. 

To fiop or check thy fpeed ! 



XIL, 

F R l D A Y. 

On Adverfity and Profperity. 

Mentoria . 

AS the life of Man, my dear Lady Mary, 
confi.fl:s of a train of events, which tend 

.either to increafe or d~Rroy his happinefs ; for 

the prefent, I fhalI engage your attention with 

an ing_uiry into the caufe and confequence 

of their operations. Adverjity and ProJpe~ 
rity are confidered as the two extremes of 

good and evil, incident to human '· nature: and 

the enjoyments or fufferings, which are dif

penfed in our prefent probationary flate, are 

nothing more than a commixture of thefe fepa

rate ingredients, which are pleafing or aflliEi:ive, 

according to the proportion with which they 

are blended. 

Lady, 
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Lady li1.ary. 

It is very happy for thofe who receive a great 
portion of pleafure, as pain renders perfons 
very miferable; do you not, my dear Men .. 
toria, rejoice that I have fo littf e? 

.klmtoria. 

Joy and fo:rrow confiantfy attend on our 
purfuits, but are uncertain in the periods of their 
vifitations. The Royal Pfa1mi11: has declared
that it was good for him that he was affii&ed: 
and Solomon has alfo borne his teflimony that 
it was better to go to the houfe of mourning. 
than of feafiing : as fcenes of jollity and diili
pation tend to extinguiili the foft emotions of 
compaffion, as much as fpeaacies of affiiaion 
conduce to the expanfion of the human heart .. 

Latly Louifa. 
Whenever I behold an obje8: in difirefo, 

I become a partaker in his fufferings ; and ex
perience unfpeakable fatisfaaion, if I can. 
remove or mitigate the unhappy caufe .. 

Mentoria. 

The modes of affliaion are fo various, and 
proceed· often from latent caufes, it is difficult 
to trace them to their fource, or are fo com

plicated, 
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plicated, it is frequently not in our power 
to adminifrer comfort. As Affli8:ion, which 
is a mental medicine, differs like corporeal re
medies in the courfe of operation ; it increafes 
the fufceptibility of a good mind, and renders 
a had one more .obdurate; it alfo excites in the 
welI-difpofed, commiferation for the fufferings 
of others; but in the evil mind, creates envy, 
malice, and a train of unchrifrian qualities. 

Lady Louifa. 

From the p.i8:ure you have drawn of Adver
fity, I am of opinion few wifh to be ruled by 
it's rigid laws. 

.NI.enloria. 

Sorrow may be llyled the f chool of virtue, as 
it countera8:s the pernicious effe8:s of Prof
perity, by awakening the human underfland
ing from the fiupor of lethargic indifference, 
and, by fuggefling how tranfitory our pre
fent enjoyments are, and fcarcely worthy of 
purfuit, or regret. 

Lady Mary. 

There are fome perfons who are perpetually 
bewailing their hard fate, and peculiar ill luck; 

you 
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you cannot imagine how much i wiih to com

fort them by endeavouring to perfuade them 

many are equally unfortunate. 

A1entoria. 

The kind of grief which is produced by 
an habit of complaini:ig, is incorrigible, and 

generally takes it's rife from fome flight or un

j ufiifiable caufe. Such as inferiority of fortune 

to thofe with whom we are conneaed; depri

vation of fome benefit uneff ential to our hap

pinefs ; or envious defires too infatiable or per

nicious to be gratified. Adverfi ty confifis of 

thofe manifold, but , ,vife infiruments of cor

rection, difpenfed as ·the means of our amend

ment ·; every other fpecies is fpurious, and 

may effeaively be confidered as the offspring 

of a fertile, but deluded imagination~ 

Lady Louifa. 

Now, my dear Madam, dcfcribe the different 

,q1.1alities and · effects of Profperity; I ex peel 
-infinite , fatisfaaion from the difcuffion of fuch 

a pleafing fubjea. 

lvlentoria. 

When I have firipped Profperity of her 

glaring, fallacious ga.rb, .fhe will feem to be 
-degraded 
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degraded from h_er apparent confequence, and 

imagined excellence. She is ufually confi
.dered as the fource and means of pleafure, a 
purfuit which the greatefr part of mankind pro
fecute ,,vith avidity., though fcarcely any attain 

the end they have in view: as the adventu

rers may be compared to the fable of the cha

riot wheels, which are for ever purfuing the 

fame courfe, · yet always preferve the fame 

<lifrance. Profperity, like the ocean, is fur
rounded with rocks and quickfands, which, as 
.a faithful pilot, it is my duty to guard you 

againfr, as the means of your invariably :£leer

ing in that courfe which will condu8: you to 
the haven of refr; ,,vhere only true joy is tG 
be found. 

Lady lvlary. 

What are the quickfands of Profperity, my 
dear Mentoria, tell me where th~y are fitu

ated, that I may ufe my utmoH endeavours to 

avoid them? 

Mentoria. 

Diffipation produces an abyfs in the current 
of life, ·which f wallows up every valuable 

emotion of the foul : therefore may not un

aptly be compared to a quickfand, as the per-

3 fons 
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fons invoh·ed in the calamities incident to 

each, are not fenfible of the danger till it is 

too late to apply a remedy; for notwithfiand

ing the confequences attendant on both, are . 

fatal in their tendency, the furfaces are too fal

lacious to give any caufe of fufpicion. 

Lady Nlary. 

But what are the rocks which produce fuch 

fatal confequences ? I hope I fhall always be 

far dillant from them. 

l\1ent-ori'a. 

Obfiinacy, and an high opinion of our own 

fagacity, eagernefs for temporal advantages, 

and the negle8: of attaining eternal treafures, 

are the rocks ori · which the greatefi part of 

mankind fplit. The confli8: thefe contending 

0,1· combined paffions produce, caufe foch a vor

tex in the fiream of life, that many are entirely 

{hipwrecked; and the more fortunate adven

turers are in general much :fhattered. 

Lady Louifa. 

But what, my dear Mentoria, are the advan

tages of Profpenty; I fuppofe they are very 

great, from the attention they ufually recei,·e. 

Mento ria,. 
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Menteria~ 

1 propofe to :fl:ate the account fairly, and re
gularly arrange-the difadvantages, and benefits. 
attendant on a tide of Profperity. I !hall begin 
with aelineating the evil coefequences; which 
are evidently thcfe, the expofmg us to confl:ant 
temptation ; giving us power to gratify bafe 
purfuits; laying us open to the adulation of the 
defigning; and rendering us obnoxious to 

envy, flattery, and a long catalogue of human 
ills. 

' Lady Louifa. 

The bad effeas of Profperity appear fo very 
numerous, I am alarmed for thofe perfons who 
are befet with them. 

Jvlentoria. 

I iliall now proceed to point out the adva n
tages of Profperity; the moft effential of which 
confift in the power they afford us, of mitiga
ting the fufferings of the oppreff ed; by difpen~ 
fing a portion of our own poffeffions, to . thofe 
who ftand in need of them; to cheer the de
jeaed, and to yield proteaion to the defiitute ; 
to comfort the fatherlefs and widow; to feed 
the hungry, and clothe the naked, thefe . are 
the bleffings Profperity produces. The faith~ 
fLli dif charge of thofe important duties makes 

N us 



266 O'N' ADVER'.SITY' 

us to .appear as the difciples of our bleffed 

Lor<l and Saviour, who went about doing 

good. 

Lady Mary. 

I think no perfons who were bleffed with 

the means to perform thofe kind offices, would 

negle8: the opportunity; as it mufi greatly con

duce to their own happinefs. 

lvlent1Jria. 

Yet in the courfe of things it frequently hap- • 

pens, the human heart is fo perverted by a fu

per-abundance of the good things of this world, 

as to- be entirely abforbed in felf-gratification ; 

confequently, inattentive to _the demands of 

others: which is the lefs to be wondered at, 

when we refleEt, that in general we are too ap t 

to form a wrong efiimate of the bleffings vre 

enjoy, till the deprivation of them convinces · 

us of their intrinfic value. When we have 

laboured under any- grievous difiemper, it en

hances the gift of health; when we have ex

perienced any temporary fcarcity, we are more 

fen fible of the happy cffe8:s of plenty: and 

when we have fuffercd any anxiety, are we not 

rendered more fufceptible of the inexpreffible 

pleafure, that tranqnility, and peace of mind 

enfure? 
Lady 
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Lady Louifa. 
I have e;xperienced the truth of what you af. 

!ert very forcibly : particularly in the in!l:ances 
of my parents' approbatian; the ilightefl: m2rks -
of which gave me the mofl heart-felt joy, ha
ving before fuffered the pain of their dif p1eaG 
fore. As I have frequently met with things 
to chagrin me, I wifh to know if every perfon 
on earth has a portion of farrow .. 

J.v!.ento:r ia. 

Without doubt : and the caufes tnay be 
dearly f pecified from the cradle to the grave, 
as in every flage of exifience there is fome 
fource of difquietude, which is produced by 
wifhing to obtain fomething beyond our abili
ties to compafs. Thefe defires engage our at~ 
tention with equal ardour, though the objeas of 
our purfuit differ as effentia11y as a rattle or a 
kingdom : therefore we may venture to affirm, 
all have an allotment of pains, and that lhofe 
to whom the leafi have apparently fallen, often 
increafe the number, by imaginary affi.iaions; 
which frequently prove more difficult to a.ff~ge, 
than real and weighty cauf es of grief. 

Lady Louifa. 

I will b~ candid enough to confefs, my dear 
11entoria, that- w,hen I ha¥e been poffe.ffed ,of 

N 2 every 
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every thing to make me happy, I have been de

prived of the power of enjoying it, by coYet

ing fome trifling advantage another perfon ,v-as 
endued with, and which perhaps if I had ob

tained, would not have afforded me any feli-

-c1ty. 
J..1entoria. 

Certainly not, my dear, as thofe defrres pro

ceed from a lurking principle of envy, which 

preys on the mind like a canker. The per

fons who have this malady, mi:fl:ake the fymp

toms, therefore do not :fl:rike at the caufe of 
the difeafe, which increafes by frequent grati

£cation. I have often wifhed there were fur-
_geons, endowed with the power of fearching the 

di:fl:empered mind to the mo:fl: vital part; as I 
doubt not the receffes of the human heart would 

be found in fome of a very putrid texture ; in 
others very much lacerated; and in the greata 

part callous, to each of which due remedies 

fhould be applied. 

Lady lviary. 

Of what would they confifi? 

Mentoria. 

- Thofe who are in a putrid :flatg require deter

five or cleanfi.ng medicines to render them of 

a more 
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a more wholefome and happy temperament; 

thofe who are lacerated or w~unded, I wifh the 

operator to heal with confolatory un8:ions; 

and on the callous I recommend him to befi:ow 

an enormous blifier to render · them fufceptible 

of feeling. 

Lady LouiJa. 

I am furprifed, my good Mentoria, you 

lliould wifh to infli8: fuch painful operations ! 

kientoria. 

I am only defirous this plan fhoti1d be adopted 

in defperate cafes, and am-- clearly of opinion, 

the beneficial effects would exempt the pro

j e8:or and operator from the charge of wanton 

cruelty. We every day hear of perfons under

going the amputation of -a Limb, to fave their 

iife ; and mufr it not lre allowed of infinitely 

more importance to be fre·ed from the ex

cref cences which de.form -the under;{ianding? 

Lady k!ary. 

Are there any do8:ors . or furgeons, who ,have 

tp.e power to perform ·fuch m_ighty ,op.era-tions,-?-

·lvlentoria .• 

I may, properly be fiiled your Phyfician, .as 

l feel the pulfe of your mind, accurately ob-

N 3 furvc 
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ferve the degrees of it's motion, and when it 
appears too high, minifier the febrifuge of ad
monition, to refiore it to it's due moderation; 
and alfo when it is too languid, befiow the re
viving cordial of applaufe to inf pire it with 
animation. Thus you fee I exercife the medi
cal function, though I never exert my fkill in 
any but mental cafes. 

Lady Louifa. 
Pray, my dear Madam, inform me, if you 

wifh me to be exempt from Adverfity? 

Mentorz"a. 
Such a wifh, my dear, would be not only 

weak, but in a great meafure finful, as ou~ pe
titions to the Supreme Being, fhould extend 
no further than to implore the dif penfation of 
thofe gifts, which his infinite wifdom judges 
bell and mofi fitting for us. 

Lady Mary. 

I affure you I feel very uncomfortable, when 
l am ·thwarted •in my inclinations; and am ex .. 
ceedingly impatient under difappointments. 

Jientoria. 



AND PROSPERITY. 271 

11Iento1 ia. 

\Vhich proceeds from your not being fL1ffi. 
ciently accufromcd to them; as a fucccffion of 
difappointments tempers the mind with refigna
tion and fortitude, and produces patience under 

_ the fufferings we cannot avoid or vanquifh. 

Lady Louifa. 

Yet are not thofe who meet with the fewefl 

checks, properly e.fleemed the happiefi part of 
the human f pecies ? 

Jvlentoria. 

I never ranked them in that clafs, as they are 
ufually inclined to be difcompof ed on trifling 
occafions, and do not pay fufficient attention to 

the rniferies of their fe11ow-creatures. They 
are alfo too apt to be imperious and overbearing~ 
and frequently regard the peculiar infiances of 
their good fortune, as the effe8:s . of their own 
fagacity, rather than of their Creator's immedi
ate grace and mercy : which is the heig,ht of 
ingratitude and foIIy, as every rational crea
ture, whofe endowments are not firangely per. 
verted, rnufi acknowledge every good and per .. 
feel: gift proceeds from above. 

Lady 
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Lady Jvfary. 

Are there any more qualities for you to de. 
fcribe, ref pe8:ing Adverfity or Profperity, my 
dear J\1entoria? 

NI.entoria. 

None of any importance: it therefore only 
remains for me to deduce a few praElical obfer
vations from the branches already confidered, 
that you may be enabled to make a due applica
tion of the ref pe8:ive and reciprocal duties, you 
are indifpenfably required to difcharge. There 
is more reafon to fear the propriety of our con
duct not being confifient in profperity than in 
adverfity; as in the former fiate, a variety of 
circumfrances concur to render it fubje8: to 
defpotic or arbitrary proceedings, which are · 
repugnant to the principles of Chrifrianity and 
reafon. There is a peculiar degree of delicacy 
requi.red in our deportment, when we have 
gained the a[cendancy over our aclverfary, as
it would be an evident fign of a dafiardly f pi
rit, to triumph or take any ungenerous advan
tage in confequence of our fuperiority. This
condu8: is literally breaking the bruifed reed : 
therefore is a heinous fpecies of cruelty, which 
a nobie mind mufr abhor to meditate or prac
tife. In favour of my argument, I lliall cite 

the 
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the glorious example of Alexander the Great, 

whofe deportment to the family of Darius, does 

him more real honour, than all his mighty 

conquefis. Hifiory informs us, he trea ~ed the 

royal captives with the greatefl c01,-defcenfion; 

and befimved on them every mark of attention 

they -had been accufiomed to receive in their 

elevated and profperous flate . His noble foul 

difdained to triumph in their misfortunes, and 

fo far was he from boafling of his authority and 

abfolute power, that he endeavoured by unre

mitted affiduity to make them lefs mindful of 

their unhappy fituation. 

Lady Louifa. 

I admire the generous behaviour of Alexan .. 

der, and hope in a comparative degree to imi-

• tate him. 

Mentoria. 

The principal advantage of Hifl:ory is the 

emulation it produces in the human heart . 

. When we read of the jullice of an Arifiides, or 

the finnnefs of a Cato, we are animated with ad

m.iration; and when we confider that thefe he

roes were not enlightened by the gofpel, ought 

we not to bJufh at our own defecls in exem

plary virtues? In the female line, we have 

equal 
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equai reafon to lament the degeneracy of the 
prefent age. Where is there an 08:avia or a 
Portia, to grace the annals of modern hifiory? 
It has often occurred to me, that with the gene4 

. r ality of perfons, events that have happened 
more than a century ago, ~re merely confi
dered as exaggerated or fi8:itious accounts, 
therefore are only perufed as a means of en
tertainment, rather than improvement. This 
is polluting the very f prings of knowledge, for 
though it mufi be allowed, that in former ages,. 

• modes and cufioms differed widely fro,m our 
pref ent ideas, the difiinElions of right ,ancl 
wrong will never vary ; but in every period 
be preferved or violated, according to the good 
or bad propenfions of mankind. I fincerely 
wifh you may read nothing but what you may 

. retain for improvement: and to attain this end,. 
be cautious what books you perufe. There are 
many perfons whofe reading is fo diffufive, 

• their underfiandings may be compared to a 
warehoufe, which contains nought but lumber 
and uncouth materials; but yours, I hope, 
will be efieemed a mufeum of invaluable pro
du8:ions, confifting of natural endovnnents, em
bellifhed by judicious cultivation. 

Lady 
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Lady Louifa. 
What kind of behaviour do you recommend. 

in Adverfity? 

Ji.lentoria. 

That which will neceffari1y be produced by 
<:onfidence in the infinite attributes of God, 
and the wifdom and juilice of Divine Provi
dence. An entire_ fubmiilion to his will, ren
ders the affiiEled refigned to the lot affigned 
them. It i-s incompatible with vit~l Chrifiianity, 
to- murmur at the difpenfations of God, or to 
foppofe that temporal bldiings are the mofi de
firable attainments. It is my confiant prayer, 
my dear pupils., that you may acquit yourfelves 
in e\-ery period of your exiflence, with beco
ming dignity and condefcenfion; that in Prof
perity ycu may not be elated, nor in Adver
·fity dep~effed, beyond the due bounds of rc
fignation and gratitude. 

' To clofe all, let me earne!lly entreat you to 
hold fail the profeffion of your faith without 
w·avering, by looking forward with confidence 
to the Captain of your falvation, who died for 
your fins., and rofe again for your jufiification . 
Let the example of his fortitude· firengthcn you 
in the hour of affiiElion ; colleEl your thoughts 
when they are eager in the purfuit of worldly' 

3 .. gratifications; 
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grati.fications ; and raife your affeElions to things 

alJove: then will you mofi afTuredly, when 

you have done his will here on earth, be ex

alted to the habitations of the bleffed in hea

ven, where there is fulnefs of joy, and peace 

for evermore ! 

F I N I S. 
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