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L_JTRODUCTION. 

~ 
" -T- • 

0 I f'." 1 I l b l (1 J.J.. he pnns1p es o, 1-:no-.·: eu.:;e ccome t 1c mo.c 

intclligiG!c to young perfo:1s, \\·he.1 they arc ex­

plained and iaculcated by pr;--.chcal illuHration ::nd 

diret ion. This mode of teacliing is atte:-:idc<l v,:ith 

fo many advantages, that it can fcarcely be too 

much recommended, or purfued. Infrruction which 

is enlivened by pertinent examples, and in which 

the pupil is exerci[ed in reducing the ruJ.::s pre­

fcribe<l to pracl:ice, ha~ a more flriking effect on th(! 

minJ, and is better adapte<l to fix th~ attention, 

and fharpen the underfl:an::Eng, than that which is 

divef1ed of thefe aids, and confined to bare pofitions 

and precepts; in which, it too frequently happens, 

that the learner has no further concern, than to read 

and repeat them. The time and care employed in 
pracl:ical application, give occafion to forvey the 

fobje8: minutely, and in different points of view; 

by which it becomes more known and familiar~ · 

:and ~~rodnces fhonger and more durable impreffions. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

THESE obiervations are peculiarly applicable te> 
the ftudy of grammar, and the method of teaching 
it. The rules require frequent explanatiorr; and, 
befides direct elucidation, they admit of examples 
erroneoufly conlhuB:ed, for exercifing the frudent's 
fagaci ty and judgment. To rectify thefe, attention 
and reflection are requifite; and the knowledge of 
the rule necdfarily refolts from the ftudy and cor­
Tecl:ion of the fentence. But thefe are not all the 
a<l vant.i.ges which arife from Grammatical Exer­
cifes. By difcovering thei r own abilities to detect 
~nd amend errors, and their confequent improve­
ment, the fcholars become pleafed with their il:udies, 
and are animated to proceed, and formount the ob-
1bcles which occur in their progrefs. The in­
:!1ru.1or too is relieved and encouraged in his la­
bcnrs . By difcerning exacl:l.y the powers and im­
proYement of his pupils, he perceives the proper 
fe :1fon for advancing them; and by obferving the 
points in which they are deficient, he knows pre­
cilely where to apply his di.reB:ioi1s and explana• 
.tions . 

Tr--;EsE confi<lerations have induced the Com­
piler to colleB:: and arrange a variety o_f erroneOL1$ 
examples, adapted to the different rules and infiruc­
tions of Englifh Grammar, and to the prin<;iplc 
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of perfpicuous and accurate writing. It has not in­

deed been ufual, to make Grammatical Exerciies, 

in our langt1age, very numerous and extenftve: but 

if the importance and ufefolnefs of them be as great 

as they are conceived to be, no apology will be ne­

ceifary . for the large field of employment, which 

the following work forniihes to the ftudent of 

Engliili Grammar. If he be detained longer th:m 

is common in this p~rt of his ftudies, the probable 

refolt of it, an accurate and intimate knowledge of 

his fobjeB:, will conll:itute an ample recompenfe. 

T,rn reader will perceive that fame of the rules 

and obfervations, under the part of Syntax, con­

tain a m:.ich greater number of examples than 

others. This has arifen from the foperior import­

ance of rhofe rules, and from the variety requifite 

to illufl:rate them properly. When a few infl:ances 

afford fo ffi cient prac.1ice on the rule, the ftudent is 

11ot fatigued. with a repetition of exa·mples, which 

would caft no new light on the fobject. 

IN feleB:ing the infl:ances of falfe confi.ruction, 

the Compiler has ftudied to avoid thofe that are 

glaringly erroneous, and to fix upon foch only as 

frequently occur in writing and fpeaking. If there 

be any of a different complexion, it is prcfumed., 

A3 
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that they are but few, and that they will be found 
under thofe rules only, which, from the nature of 
them, could not have been otherwife clearly exem­
plified to young perfons The. illuftrations appli­
cable to the principal notes and obfervations, are 
carefully arranged under the refpective rules of 
Syntax; and f paces are lefc between them, to mark 
t he tranfition from o~e practical note to another. 

As many of the examples contain feveral errors. 
in the fame fentence, and forr.e of them admit of 
various confhuctions_in amending them, it has been 
t hought proper to publifh a few copies of a Key for 
afcertaining all the corrections: and this has been 
the more expedient, from the work's being defigncd 
for the benefit of private learners, as well as for the 
ufe of fchools. The Key to the part of Ortho­
g raphy might have been omitted, had not fome of 
t he fentences contained fo many words erroneoufly 
f pelled, as tQ render it probable that feveral of them 
would, in that cafe, have been inadvertently pa{fed 
over; efpecially by perfons who may not have the 
advantage of a tutor. In forming the Key, it ap­
p eared to be more eligible, to repeat the fenten~es 
,i.t large, with their corrections, than fimply to ex­
h ibit the amendments by themfelves. In the mode 
ad opted, the work has a more regular and uniform 
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appearance; the correfpondent parts may be more 

readily compared; and the propriety of the cor­

r~clions will be more apparent and ftriking. 

IN a work which confifts entirely of examples, 

and with which the learners will, confequently, be 

much occupied and impreifed, the Compiler would 

have deemed himfelf culpable, had he exhibited fuch 

fentences as contained ideas inapplicable to young 

minds, or which were of a trivial or injurious na­

ture. He has, therefore, been folicitous to avoid 

all exceptionable matter; and to improve his work, 

by blending moral and ufefol obfervations with 

Grammatical ftudies. Even fentiments of a pioui 
. 

and religious nature have not beep thought im-

proper to be occafionally inferted in thefe Exercifes .. 

The underftanding and fenfibility of youf.lg perfons, 

are much under-rated by . thofe who think them in­

capable of comprehending and relifhing this kind of 

infl:rutlion. The fenfe and love of goodnefs are 

early and deeply implanted in the human mind; 

and often, by their infant energies, furprife the 

intelligent obferver :-why, then, fhould not thefe 

emotions find their proper fupport and incentives, 

among the elements of learni.ng? Congenial fenti­

ments, thus difpofed, befides making permanent im~ 

preffions, may ferve to cherifh and expand thofo 
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generous principles; or, at leaft, to prepare them 
for regular operation, at a future period. The im­
portance of exhibiting to the youthful mind, the 
deforrnitie_s of vice; and of giving it jufl: and ani­
mating views of piety and_ virtue, makes it not only 
warrantable, but our duty alfo, to embrace every 
proper occafion to prom ote. in any degree, thefe 
v:i.!Liable ends. 

IN prefenting the learner with fa great a number 
of examples, it was difficult to preferve them from 
too much uniformity. The Comoiler has, how-,. 
ever, been ftudious to give them an arrangement 
:ind diverficy, as agreeable as ~he nature of the 
fobjeB: would admit of; and to render them inte­
refiing, as well as intelligible and infl:ructive,. to . 
youth. 
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E··x ER c·I SE So 

PART I. 

EXEMPLIFICATIONS OF THE PARTS OF 

SPEECH. 

PARSING TABLE. 

·w HAT part of fpeech ? 

~- i. An article. What kind ? Why 1 
··2, .A JidiflaJtti•ve. Common or proper? What Gen~ 

der? Number? Cafe? vVhy? 

3. A pronoun. What kind ? Perfon ? Gender r 
Number? Cafe? Why? 

4. A1t adjeBirve. ~That degree of comparifon? To 
what does it belong? vVhy an adjecl:ive? 

5. A cverb . What kind? Mood? Tenfe? Number? 

Perfon? Why? If a participle, Why? Active 
or paffivc ? 

. 6. An ad<z1erb. 

7. A prepq/ition. 

·s. A conjunBion. 

, 9. An intcrjellion. 

Why is it an adverb ? 

Why a prepofition? 

·why? 
Why?* 

* T his Table mull be enlarged, and adapted _to the fchola r~& 

·p rogrefs, when he .lhall have attained a knowledge of the ruks 
' of·Syota-x. See the Praxis in the Grammar, p, 157, :z.d ed[t, 
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A bufh 

A tree 

A flower 

An apple 

An orange 

An almond 

A hood 
A houfe 

A hunter 

An hour 

An honour 

An hoJller 

The garden 

The fields 

The rainbow 

The clouds 

EXERCI5ES. 

CHAP. I. 
Article and Sub.ftantive. 

An abbefs 

An ow1 

A building 

,The "Neave rs' Company 

Europe 

The fciences 

York.fhire · 

The planets 

'f lie fun 

A volume 

Parchment 

The pens 
A difpofition 

Benevolence 

An overfight 

A defign 

The fcholars' du_ty The governefs 

An ornament 

The girls' fchool 

A grammar 

Mathematics 

The elements 

An earthquake 

· The horizon 

Virtue 
The vices 

Temperance 
A variety 

George 
The R hine 

A prince 

A rivulet 

The Humber 

Gregory 

The pope 

The King's prerogative 

Africa 
The continent 

Roundnefs 

A declivity 

Blacknefa 



THE PARTS. OF .SPEECH. 

An inciination An elevation 

The undertaking The conqueror 

Penelope An Alexander 

Conftancy Wifdom 

· An entertainment America 

A fever The Cefars 

The frars The Thames. 

A comet A river 

A miracle The fhadows 

A prophecy A vacancy 

.Depravi~y The hollow 

The conftitution An idea 

The laws A whim 

Beauty .Nothing 

.A confomption 

··CHAP. II. 

Arti.:le, Adjeflive, a11d Suijtantive. 

A good Jieart 

A wife head 

A fl:rong body 

An obedient fon 

A diligent fcholar 

A happy parent 

Shady trees 

A fragrant flower 

The verdant fields . 

A peaceful mind 

. Compofed thoughts 

.A ferene af pea 
B 2 

An affable deportment 

The w hiflling winds 

A boifterous fea 

The howling tempeft 

A gloomy cavern 

Rapid fireams 

U nwholefome dews 

A fevere winter 

A ufelefs drone 

The induflrious bees 
Harmlefs doves 

The carelefs oftrich 

3 



4 EXERC-ISES. 

The dutiful ftork A convenient rnanfion 
The fpacious firmament 

Cooling breezes 

,An amiable woman 

A dignified character 

A pleafing addrefs 

An open countenance 

The candid reafoner 

.Fair propofals 

A mutual agreement 

A plai n narrative 

An hifl:orical fiction 

Relentlefs war 

An obdurate .heart 

Tempeftuou~ paffions 

An unhappy temper 

A fenfual mind 

The babbJ,ing_ brook 

A limpid fl:ream 

The devious walk 

A winding canal 

The ferpentine river 

A melancholy fact 

An interefting hif1:ory 

A happier life 
The woodbine's fragrance 

A cheering profpetl 

An harmo~ious found 

Delicious fruit 
The f weeteft incenfe 

An odorous garden 

The fenfiti ve plant 

-4 

Warm clotl}i_ng 

A temperat~ ·climate 

Wholefome aliment 

An aJfe_Aionate par~-nt 

A fre~ government 
The. diligent farmer 

A fruitful field 

The crowning harveft 

_A virtuous conflict 

A final reward 

Peaceful abodes 

The nobleH profpea 

A profligate life 

A mif erable end 

Gloomy reg-ions 

An in com prehenfible fub-
jecl: 

A controverted point 

The cool fequefl:ered vale 

A garden inclofed 

The ivy-mantled tow.er 

Virtue's fair form 

A mahogany table 

Sweet-fcented myrtle 

A refolution wife, noble., 

difinterefted 

Confolation's lenient 

hand 

A better world 

A cheerful, good, old 
man 



TI--rE PARTS OF
0

SPEECH, 

A fi-lver tea-urn 
Tender looking charity 
My brother's wife's mo-

ther 

A book of my friend,.~­

An animating, well­

founded hope 

CH AP. III. 
P ro1i-oun and Verb, E:tc. 

I am fine.ere. 

Thou art indufl:rious. 
He is difinterefted. 

We honour them. 

You encourage us. 
They commend her. 

Thou do-fl: improve. 

He affifted me. 

We completed our jour-
ney. · 

Our hopes did Ratter us. 

They have deceived me. 
Your expectation has 

failed. 
The accident had hap- · 

pened. 

He had reiigned himfelf. 

Their fears will detect 

them. 

You fuall fubmit. 

They will obey us. 

Good humour £hall pre­
vail. 

He will have determined. 

Let me depar~. 
Do ·thou inftruct hirn--, 
Ptepare thy leffon. 

Let him confider. 

Let us improve ourfelves,. -

Know yourfelves. 

Let them advance. 

They may offend. ' 

I can forgive. 

He might forpafs them. 

We could overtake him. 
I would be happy. 
Ye ihould repent. 

He may have deceived 
me. 

They may have forgotten~ 

Thou mightft have im­

proved. 

We fhould have confi­

dered. 

To fee the fun is plea., 

fant. 

To live well is honour-. 

able. 
vV.e ihall have agreed, To have conquered him"'.' 

B 3 



6 EXERCISES·. 

felf was his higheil­

praife. 

Promotingotherswelfare, 

they advanced their· 
own intereil:. 

He lives refpecled ► · 

Having ~-efigned his of-

fice, he retired. 

They are Jifcouraged.. 
He was condemned. 

vVe have been rewarded. 

She had been admired. 

Virtue will be rewarded. 

The perfon will have 

been executed, when 
the pardon arrives. 

Let him be animated. 

Be you intreated. 

Let them be prepared. 

It can be enlarged. 

You may be difcovered. 

He might be convinced. 

It would be careffed. 

l may have be .... n deceived. 

'I'11ey mi gh t have been 

honoured. 

To be truH:ed, we murc 
be virtuous. 

To have been admired, 

avail ed him little. 

Ridiculed, defpifed, per­

fecuted, he maintained 

his princirles. 

Being reviled, we bids. 
Having been deferted, he 

became difcouraged. 

The fight being new, 
he ib.rtled. 

This uncouth figure ftart:.. 

led him. 

I have fearched, I have 

found it. 
They fearched thofe 

rooms; he was gone. 

The book is his ; it was 
mrne. 

Thefe are yours, thofe -

are ours. 

Our hearts are deceitful. 
Your conduct met their · 

approbation. 

None me.t who could, 

avoid it. 
Thy efteem is my ho~ 

nour. 

Her work does her cre­

dit. 

Each muft anf wer the 
quefl:ion. 

Every heart knows its 

own for-rO\VS. 

Which was his choice ? 

It was neither. 

Hers is finifhed, thine is 

to do. 

This is what I feared .. 



THE PAR"I'S OF SPE°ECH. 

tph,at is the thing which 

I defi.red. 

Who can- P1"eferve him 0 • 

felf? 

vVhofe books are thefe ? 

Whom have we ferved ? 

Some are negligent, a-

thers indufirious. 

One may deceive one1s­

felf. 

All have a talent to im­

prove. 

Can any difpute it? 

SL"!ch is our condition, 

CH AP. IV. 

Adverb, Prepojition, Con)unflion, and lnterjeFtir.,n. 

I have feen him once, 

perhaps twice. 

Thirdly, and lafHy-, I · 

ihall conclude. 

This plant is found here, 

and elfewhere. 

Only to-dar i;) pro_perly 

ours. 

The tafk is already per­

formed. 

We could not ferve him 

then, but will here­

after. 

Vle often refolve, but 

feldom perform. 

He has certainly been di­

ligent, and he will 

probably fucceed. 

How f weetl y the birds 

fing! 

Whv art thou fo heed­

lefs? 

He is little atlentive ; 

nay, abfolute1y ftupid •. 

When will they arrive? 

WJ1ere ihall we .flop ? 

MentaHy and bodily, we 

are curioufl y and won­

derfully formed. 

He is much more pro- They travelled through 

mifing now than for- France, in hafte, to w 

merly. wards Italy. 

·we are wifely and hap- Fram virtue to vice, the 

pily directed. progrefs is gradual. 
B 4 . 



EXERCl~ES. · 

By diligence and fruga~ 
lity, we arrive at com­
petency. 

We are often below our 
willies, and above our 
defert. 

Some things make for 
him,others againfthim. 

B_y this imprudence, he 
was plunged into new 
difficulties. 

Without the aid of ch<i,­
rity, he fopported him­
felf.with credit. 

Of his talents much 
might be faid ; con­
cerning his integrity, 
nothing. 

On all occa:fions fue be­
haved with propriety. 

We in vain look for a 
path between virtue 
and vice. 

He Ii ves within his in­
come. 

The houfe was ,fold at a 
l '/ 

great price, and-~bove 
its value. 

She came down fl:air.s 
flowly, but went bri:ik-
1y up ag~in. 

His father and mother 

and uncle, refide: at ,. 
Rome. 

We mufi: be temperate:, 
if we would be healthy. 

He is as old as his clafs­
mate, butnotfolearn .• _ 
ed. 

Charles is efleemed, he= 
caufe he is both dif- -. 
creet and benevolent • . 

We will flay till he ar-­
nves. 

He retires to reft foon., 
that he may rife early. _ 

We ought to be thank­
ful, for we have re­
ceived much. 

Though he is often ad.­
vifed., yet he-doe:'l not · 
reform. 

Reproof either foftens or 
hardens its object. 

Neither profperity nor 
ad-vedity has improved 
him. 

He can acquire no vir­
tue, unlefs he make 
fome facrifices. 

Let him that fiandeth 
take heed left he fall. 

If thou wert his fuperior, 
thou fhouldft not have 
boafted. 
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He will be detected, 

though he deny the 

fact. 

If he have promifed, he 

fhould act according­

ly. 
She will tranfgrefs.., un­

lefs {he be admonifhed. 

If he were encouraged, 

he would amend. 

Though he condemn me, ,, 

I will refpeft him. 
Their- talents are more 

brilliant tha n ufefol. 

Notwithftanding his po­
verty, he i:s a wife and 

worthy perfon~ ·· 

If our Jefires are mode:.. 

rate, ou-r --wants will be ;: 

few. 

Hope often ·amufes, but,. 

feldom-fatisfies u.s. ' 

Though he is lively, yet 

he is not vola tile. 

Oh, peace ! how defir. 

able art thou ! 
l have been often occu~ 

pied, alas! with tri fl es. 

Strange ! that we fhould 

be fo infatuated. 

0 ! the humili ations to 

which vice redu ces us. 

Ha-rk. ! how f weetly the 

woodlark fi ngs ! 
Ah ! ,the delufi ons of 

hope. 

Hail, fimplicity ! fource 

0f genuine joy. 

Behold ! how pleafant it 
is for brethren to dwell 

tog ether in unity. 
Welcome again! my long .. 

loft friend. · 

The following· are a few in.ftances of the Jame word's 
conjhtuting Jeveral of the parts of Jpeuh. 

Calm was the gay, and· 

the fcene delightful. 

;e, We may exp.eel: a calm 1.3, 
after cf ftorm. 

✓, ... , __ .,. 

T.e prevent paffion, is ea-

fier than to calm. it. 
il· -~ . B 5 

Better is a little with 

content, than a great 

deal with an xiety. 

The gay and diJfolute­

think little of the 

miferies, which. are 
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ftealing foftly after Much money is corrupt~ 

them. 

A little attention wiil 

reftify fame errors. 

He laboured to frill the 

tumult. 

Still waters are common­

ly deepeft. 

-T_hough he is out of dan-­

ger, he is ft ill afraid. 

To-day's leffon is harder 

than ye.fl:erday's . 

We are ~ut of yefterday, 

and know nothing. 

He rode hard yefterday, 

refts to-day, and will 

travel again to-mor­

row. 

Though fhe is rich and 

fair, yet fhe 1s not 
amiable. 

They are · yet young, 

and mufr fofpend their 

judgment yet a while. 

Many perfons are better 

than we fuppofe them 

to be. 
-

The few 'and the many 

have their prepo:ffef­

fions . 

Few days pafs without 

fome clouds. 

mg. 
Think much, and fpeak 

little. 

He has feen much of the 
wo·rld, and been much 

ca reffed. 

His years are more than 

hers; but he has not 

more knowledge. 

The more we are bleffed, 

the more grateful we 

.fhould be. 

The defire of getting 

more, is rarely fatisfied. 

He has equaNrnowledge, 

but inferior judgment. 

She is his inferior in fenfe, 

but his equal m pru­

dence. 

We muft make a like 

f pace between the lines. 

Every being loves its 

like 

Behave yourfelves like 

men. 

We are too apt to like 

pernicious company. 

He may go or ftay as he 

likes. · 

They ftrive to learn, 

He goes to and _fro. 
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To his wifdom we owe 

our privilege. 
The proportion is ten to 

one. 

He has ferved them with 

his utmoft ability. 
When we do our utmofr, 

no more is required. 

I will fubmit, for I know 

it brings peace. 

I lnve a regard for him. 
It is for our health to be 

temperate. 

0 ! for better times. 

Both of them defcrve 

praife. 

He is efl:eemed, both on 

his own account, and 

on that of his pa­
rents, 

CH AP. V. 

All the Parts of Speech indi_f:ri1ninate!y arranged. 

D1ss1MULATION in youth, is the forerunner of 
perfidy in oid age. Its firft appearance, is the fatal 
omen of growing depravity, and future flume. 

If we poffefs not the power of felf-governmenr, 
we fuall be the prey of every loofe incJination that 
ch~nces to arife: Pampered by continual indulgence, 
all our pailions will become mutinous and he:tdfl:rong. 
Defire, not reafon, will be the ruling principle of our 
conduct. 

Abfurdly we f pend our time in c9ntending about 
the trifles of a day, while we ought to be preparing 
for a higher exiftence. 

How little do they know of the true happinefs of 
life, who .are !hangers to that interco.urfe of good 
offices and kind· affections, which, by a pleafing 
charm, attach men to one another, and circulate ra . 
tional enjoymer.t from heart to hea-rt. 

B6 



If we view ourfelves, with all our imperfettions. 

and failings, in a juft light, we {hall rather be fur­

prifed at our enjoying fo many good things, than 

difcontented, becaufe there ·are any which we want. 

True cheerfolnefs makes a man happy in himfelf .. 

and promotes the happinefs of all around him. It is 

the clear and calm fonfhine of a.mind illuminated by 

piety and virtue, 

Wherever views of intereft, and profpeB:s of re­

turn , mingle w1th-the feelings of affeB:ion , fenfibility 

aces an imperfecl part, and entitles us to fmall fhare.. 

of commendation. 

Let not your expeclations- from the years that are 

to come, rife too high; and your difappointrnents will 

be fewer, and more eafily fupported. 

To live long, ought not to be our favourite wifh-;. 

fo much as to live well. By continuing too long on. 

earth, we might only live to witnefs a greater num­

ber of melaneholy fcen;s, and to expofe ourfelves to 

~ wider compafs of human woe. 

How many pafs away forne of the mot\ valuable· 

years of their lives, toil in a whirpool of what cannot 

be called pleafore, fo much as mere giddinefs and 

folly. 
Lo0k round you with attentive eye, and weigh 

characlers well, before you connefr yourfelves too­

clofely with any who court your fociety 

The true honour of man confifts not in the multi­

tude of riches, or the elevation of rank; for experi­

ence fuows, that thefe may be poffeffed by the worth­

. lefs, as well as by the deferving. 
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Beauty of form has often betrayed its poffeifor. 

The flower is eafily blaHed. It is lhort-lived at the 

heft; and trifling, at any rate, in comparifon with 

the higher, and more lai1ing beauties of the mind. 

A contented temper opens a clear !k.y, and bright­

ens every object around us. It is .in the fullen and 

dark ihade of difconten.t, that noxious paffions, like 

venemous animals, breed, and prey upon the heart• 

Thoufands whom indolence has fu.nk into con­

temptible obfcurity, might have come forward to­

ufefolnefs and honour, if idlenefs had not fru!l:rated. 

the effect of all their powers. 

Sloth is like the £lowly-flowing, putrid fiream., 

which ftagnates in the marlh, breeds venemous ani­

mals, and poifonous plants; and infeEts with pefii­

lential vapours the whole country round it. 

Difappointments derange, and overcome, vulgar 

minds. The patient and the wife, by a proper im­

provement, frequently make them contribute to their 

high advantage. 

Sobriety of mind is one of thofe virtues, which 

the prefent condition of human life ftrongly incul­

cates. The uncertainty of its enjoyments, checks 

prefumption; the multiplicity of its dangers, demands· 

perpetual caution. Moderation, vigilance, and felf­

government, are duties incumbent on all ; but efpe­

cially on fuch as are beginning the journey of life. 

The charms and comforts of virtue are inexpref­

fible; and can only be juftly conceived by thofe who 

poffefs her. The confcioufnefs of Divine approba .. 

tion and fupport, and tne fteady hope of future hap .. 
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pine-fs, communicate a peace and joy, to which all' 

the delights of the world bear no refemblance. 

If we knew how much the pleafures of this life 

deceive and betray their unhappy votaries; and re­

flected on the difappointments in purfuit, the difiatis­

fatl:ion in enjoyment, or the uncertainty of pofi~fiion, 

which every where attend them; we fhould ceafe to• 

be enamoured with fuch brittle and tranfient joys; 

and fhould wifely fix our hearts on thofe virtuous at­

tainments, which the world can neither give nor take: 

away. 

Order is Heav'ns fidt law; and this confeft , 

£ome are, and rnufi: be, greater than the reft, _ 

More rich, more wif<:: ; but who infers from hen ce, 

That foch are happier, !hocks all common fenfe. 

Needful aufi:erities· our wills r efl:rain ; 

As thorns fence in the tender plant from harm. 

R e:ifon 's \vhole pleafore, all the joy» of fenfe, 

Lie in three worcis, health, peace, and competence : 

But health confi-fl:s with temperance alone ; 

.And peace, Oh virtue! peace is all thy own , 

On earth nought precious is obtain 'd 

But what is painful too; 

By travel, and to travel born, 

Our fabbaths are but few. 

Who noble ends by noble means obtains, 

Or failing, fmiles in exile or in chains, 

Like good Aurelius let him reign, or bleed 

Like Socrates, that ,:nan is great indeed. 
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Our hearts are faften' d to t!1is world 

By frrong and endlefa ties; 

But every farrow cuts a fhing, 

And urges us to rife. 

Oft pining cares in rich brocades are drell:, 

And diamonds glitter on an anxious breaft. 

Teach me to feel another's woe, 

To hide the fault I fee; 

That mercy I to others fhow, 

That mercy fhow to me. 

This day be bread, and peace, my lot, 

All elfe beneath the fun : 

Thou know'ft if beft be!tow'd or not; 

And let thy will be done. 

Vice is a monCT:er of fo frightful mien, 

As, to be hated, needs but to be feen : 

Yet feen too oft, familiar with her face, 

We firfr endure, then pity, then embrace. 

If nothing more than purpofe in thy power, 

Thy purpofe firm, is equal to the deed: 

Who does the beft his circumftance allows, 

Does well, acts nobly; angels could no more. 

In faith and hope the world will difagree, 

But all mankind's concern is charity. 

To be refign'd when ills betide, 

Patient when favours are denied, 

And pleas'd with favours IIiv'n: 

Moft fu1·ely, this is Wifdom's part; 

This is that incenfe of the heart, 

Whof~-fragrance rmells to Heav'n, 
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All fame is foreign, but of true defert; 
Pia ys round the bead, but comes not to the heart : 
One felf approving hour whole years outweighs. 
Of !h1pid ftarers, and of loud huzzas ; 
And more true joy Marcellus exil'cf feels, 
Than Crefar with a fenatc at his heels. 

Far from the madding crowri's ignoble ftrife, 
Their fober wi!hes never learn\! to {hay; 

Along tlie cool feque{ter'd vale of life, 
They kept the noifelefs tenor of their way. 

What nothing earthly gives, or can defhoy, 
The foul's calm funfhine, and the heartfelt joy,.­
Is virtue's prize. 

Pity the forrows of a poor old man, 
Whofe trembling limbs luve borne him to thy door, 
Whofe days are dwindled to the fhortefl: fpan, 
Oh ! give relief, and Heav'n will bkfs thy ftore. 

~ 
Who lives to nature, rarely can be poor: 
Who lives to fancy, never can be rich. 

--­When, young, life's journey I began, 
The g li: t'rin g p1ofpeH charm'd my eyes•; ~ 

l faw, alo11g th' extended plain, 
J oy after joy focceffive rife. 

Bnt foo 11 I found 'twas all a dream ; 
And learn'd the fond purfuit to fhun, 

\Vhere few can reach their p1Jrpos 'd aim~ 
And thoufaads daily are undone. 

~Tis greatly wife to talk with our paft hours ; 
And aik them, what report they bore to heav'n, 
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AH nature is but a1:t, unknown to thee; 

All chance, direction, which thou canfr not fee ; 

All difcord, harmo11 y, not underftood ; .. 

All partial 0 evil, univerfal good. 

Heav'n's choice is fafer than our own.; 

Of ages paft inquire, 

What the mo.fl: formidable fate ? 

" To have our_own deiire." 

If ceafelefs, .thus, the fowls of heav'n he feeds.; . 

If o'er the fields fuch lucid rob~s he fpreac.ls ; 

Vlill he not care for you, ye faiLhlefs, fay r 
ls he unwife ? or, are ye lefs than they ( 

The fpacious famament .on high, . 

,vith all the blue etherial fky, 

And f pang led heav'ns, a iliining frame, 

Their great original proclaim : 

Th' unwearied fun, from.day. to day, 

Does his Creator's power difplay, 

And publifues to ev'ry land, 

The work of an Almighty hand. 

Soon as the ev'ning flrndes prevail, 

The moon takes up the wond'rous tale~ . 

And, nightly,. to the lift'·ning earth, 

Repeats the {tory of her birth : 
Whilfl: all the ftars that rou-nd her burn..,_. 

And all the planets in their .turn, 

Confirm the tidings as they roll, 

And f pread the truth from pole to pole., 

What though, in folemn lilence, all 

Move round the dark terrdhial ball ! 

What tho' nor real voice nor fountl~. 

Amid their radiant orbs be found : 
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In Reafon's ear they all rejoice, 
.And utter frrth a glorious voice, 

Fur ever !inging as they fhine, 
'"' The hanJ that made us is Divi1:e." 

CHAP. VI.-

Nouns, Acb'et1ives, and Verbs, to be decli1?cd, com­

pared, and conjugated. 

Vl.1uT£, in the ·noni.inative clfe plural, the fol­
l.owing nouns : apple, plum, orange, bu01, tree, 
plant, convenience, diforder, novice, beginning, de­
feat, protuberance. 

Write the following fubfrantives, in the nomina­
tive cafe plural: cry, fly, cherry, fancy, glory, duty, 
boy, folly., play, lily, toy, conven:icncy. 

Write the followi.ng nouns in the genitive cafe 
flngular :· boy, girl, man, woman, bke, fea, church, 
lafs, beauty, fifter, bee, branch. 

Write the following in the nominative cafe plural: 
loaf, I'neaf; felf, muff, knife, ftu.ff, wife, fi:aff, wolf, 
half, calf, fhelf, life. 

w •rite the following in the genitive cafe plural : 
brother, child, man, woman, foot, tooth, ox, moufe, 
goofe, penny. 

Write the following nouns in the nominative and 
genitive cafes plural: wife, chief, die, fl:aff, city, 
river, proof, archer, rnafrer, crutch, tooth, mouth, 
baker, difl:aff. 
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\\Trite the genitive fingular and plural of the pro­

nouns, r, thou, he, fhe, it, who, and other. 

Write the objeetive cafes, fingular and plurnl, of 

the pronouns, T, t!hou, he, ihe, it, an-d who. 

-Compare the following adjectives: fair, grave, 

bright, Jong, fhort, tall, white, deep, ftrong, poor, 

rich, great. 

Compare the following adje.:tives : amiable, mo­

derate, difinterefted, favourable, grateful, ftudiou s, 

attentive, negligent, induilrious, perplexing. 

v;rrite the following adjettives in the comparative 

degree : near> far, little, low, good1 indifferent, bad, 

worthy, convenient. 

Write the following adjecHveJ in the fuperlative 

degree: feeble, bold, good, ardent, cold, bad) bafe, 

little, fl:rong, late, near, content . 

Conjugate the following ·verbs in the indicative 

mood, prefent tenfe: h>ea.t, gain, read, eat, walk, 

defire, interpofe. 

Conj-ugate the following verbs in the potential 

mood, imperfecl tenfe: fear, hope, dream, fly, con­

fent, improve, controve1;t. 

Conjugate the following verbs in the fubjunetive 

mood,. perfect tenfe: drive, prepare, ftarve, omit, 

i.ndulgc, clernonftrate. 

Conjugate the- following verbs in. the imperative . 

mood: believe, depart, invent , g-ive, aboliih, con~ 

trive. 

Write the following verbs in the infinitive mood, 

prefent ancl perfeet tenfes : grow, decreafe, live_, 

profper, feparateJ incommod e. 
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Write the prefen t, perfect,.•· and coinpou-nd pal'ti­
ciples, of the following verbs-: confefs, difturb, pleafe;, 
know, begin, embrace,, eat, contaminate. 

Conjugate the following verbs in the indicative 
mood, prefent and pe.rfecl tenfes of the paffive voice: 
hon~ur, abafe, amufe, flight, enlighten, difpleafe, 
envelope, bereave. ' 

Conjugate the following verbs, in the indicative 
mood, plupeFfecl and firft future tenfes: By, con­
trive, know, devife, choofe, comeJ fee, go, eat, grow, 
bring, forfake. 

Write the following verbs in the prefent and im­
perfect tenfes of the potential and fubjunB:ive moods:- -· 
know, ihake, heat, keep:, give, blow, befl:ow, be- · 
feech. 

Write the following verbs in the inclicative mood, 
imperfect and fecond future tenfes, of the paffive 
voice: flay, draw, crown, throw., defeat, grind, , 
hear, divert. 

'\Vrite the following .verbs in· the fecond and third 
perfons fingular of all the tenfes in the indicative 
and fubjunclive moods :· approve, condemn, mourn.,.. 
freeze, know, arife, drive, blow, inveftigate. 

Form the following verbs in the infinitive and 
imperative moods, with their participles, all in the 
paffive voice : embrace, draw, defeat., fmite. 



:PART rr. 
'' .EXERCISES ON ORTHOGRAPHYo 

CHAP. I. 

--·!Containing inftances of falfe Orthography:s, 

~-arranged under 'the refpellive Rules. 

RULE 1. 

Monojyllahles ending cwith f, I, r;,; s, preceded by a 

_· jingle rvocwel, double the final cq,71:fonant .,· as, ftajf, mill~ 

pafi, &c. The only exceptions are, of, if, a.s, is, has, 

rwas,yes,.his, t.J;is, .us,,. .. and thus. See Gram. 2d edit. 

, .. p. ~4· 

' It is -no great merit to fpel properly; but a great 

.. defect to do it incorrectly. 

Jacob worfhipped ~his Creator leani:Qg on the top 

of his ftaf. 

We may.place too little as well as too much fires 

·llpon dreams. 

Our manners fuould be neither . gr-os, nor excef~ 

Ai vel y refin~d, 
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RULE II. 

Mono.fyllaMes endi11g with any conjonants, hut f, 1, ar 

s, and preceded by a Jingle 'Vowel, ne-ver douMe the final 

tonjona1zt; excepting only, add, hutt, egg, odd, cerr, 11m, 

and huzz. 

A carr fignifies a chariot of war, or a fmall ear­
l iage of burden. 

In the names cf druggs and plants, the miflake in 

a word may endanger life. 

Nor undelightful is the ceafelefs bumm 

To him who mufes through the woods at noon. 

The finn of a fifh is the limb, by which he balances 

his body, and moves in the water. 

Many a trapp is laid to enfnare the feet of youth. 

Many thoufand families are fupported by the fimple 

bufinefs of making matts 

RULE nr. 

"ff"ords ending with y, pr·eceded 1'y a con Jon ant, farm 

the plurals of nouns, the perjom of rverhs, '7Jerhal nouns, 

pafl participles, comparati'Ves, and /uperlatirves, hy chang­

ing y into i; as Jpy, /pies ; I car.ry, thou carriejl _; he 

carrieth, ·or carries; carrier, carried; happy, happier, 

happiejl. 

The pre.fan! participle in -ing, retains they, that i may 

not be doubled; as, carry, canying, hury, hurying, &c. 

But y, preceded hy a 'Vowel, in Juch inflances as the 

abo'Ve, is not changed; as, /Joy, hoys .,· I cloy,. he cloys, 

clqyed, &c. except in !er;)', pay, and Jay; from which are 

formed, laid, paid, and /aid; and their ~ompounds, ur.­

laid, unpaid, unfaid, &c. 
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-we lhould fobjecl: our fancys to the government of 

,-7eafon. 

If thou art feeking for the living amongft._ the 

.-dead, thou wearyeft thyfelf in vain. 

If we have denyed ourfelves of ftnful pleafures, w 

. fhall be great gainers in the end. 

We fhall not be the happyer for poffeiling talent; 

.and affluence, unlefs we make a right ufe of them. 

The truly good mind is not difmaied by poverty, 

. affiicl:ions, or death. 

RULE IV, 

Words ending c-vJith y, preceded by a confanant, up~ 

ajfz,ming an additional jyllable beginning· with a con.fo­

nant, commonly change y into i; aj, happy, happily, hap­

pinejs. But when y is preceded by a cvo•wel, it is every 

rarely changed in the additional jj,llable _; as, coy, coyly; 

boy, bcyijh, /;qyhood; annoy, annoyer, annqyanc_e; JOJ',J<?J_ 

. lejs,jqyful, &c. 

It is a great blefling to have a found mind, unin 

fluenced by fancyfol humours. 

. Common calamities, and common bl:effings, fall 

heavyly upon the envious . . 

The comelynefs of youth are modefty and frank­

-nefs; of age, condefcenfion and dignity. 

When we all: againft confcience, we become the 

,. deftroyiers of our own peace. 

We may be plaiful, and yet fonocent; grave, and 

yet corrupt. It is only from general conducl:, that 

,.qur t_rue charaller can be portraied. 



RULE V. 

Words ending with a jingle confonant, preteiled· /;y 't;~ 

Jingle ,vowel, aad with the accent on the lafl fyllable; 

upon ajfuming an additional Jyllable h,eginning '"With a 
'Vowel, double the confonant; as, to abft, an abettor; t(} 

/;egin, a beginner.,· a fen, fenny; wit, witty; thin, 
1hinnijh, &c. 

But if a diphthong precede, or the accent be on the pre­

ceding Jyllahle, the con/onant. remains jingle; as, to toil, 

Jailing; t-o o.ffer, an offering; maid, maiden, &c. . / 

When we bring the lawmaker into contempt, we 
have in effete annuled his laws. 

By properly confefing our fauks, we prove and 
ennoble our-. characler. 

The pupils of a certain ancient philofopher, were 
not, durin_g their firft .years of fiudy, permited to afk. 
any queftions. 

We all have many faillings and lap-fes to lament 
and recover. 

There is no a:ffiiclion wit.h which we are vifitted, 
that may not be improved to our advantage. 

The Chriftian Lawgiver has prohibitted many 

things, which -the heathen philofophers allowed. 

RULE VI, 

Words ending •with any douMe .fetter hut l, and taking 

nefs, lefs, ly, or fol -after them, prefir<Ve the letter 

douUe; as, barmlefsnefs, -carelejsnejs, carelejsly Jlijjly, 
fuccefsful, dijlrefiful, '&c. But thoje words , which end 

rwith douMe l, and take nefs, lefs, ly, or fol after them, 

generally omit ,me 1, as fulnejs,jkillejs, fulry,fkilful~ _ &c . 
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\ Refilefnefs of mind difqualifies us, both for the en­

j.oyrnent of peace, and the performance of our duty. 
The arrows of calumny fall harmlefly at the feet 

· of virtue. .... 

The road to the blisful regions, is as open to the 
peafant as to the king. 

A chillnefs or ihivering' of the body generaliy 

precedes a fever. 
·To recommend virtue to others, our lights mufl: 

Thine brightly, not dullly. 

The fi!ent ftranger fioo<l amazed to fee 

Contempt of wealth, and willful poverty. 

'RULE VI:T. 

N efs, lefs, ly, aJ1d fol, added to cwords enc!t'-11g cwitb 

jilent_ c, do not cut it off: as, palenefs, guilelefs, cloje!y, 
peaceful; except in afec-w -words: as, duly, iruly, ar:wful. 

The \varmth of difputation, defcroys that fedatnefs 

of mind which is neceffary to difcover truth. 
All thefe with ceaslefs praifc !iis works beholq, 

Both day and night. 

In all our reafonings, our minas fi10uld be fincer1y 
employed in the purfuit of truth. 

Rude behaviour, and indecent language, are pecu­
liarly clifgracful .to yot:th of education. 

The true w6rfliip of God is an important and 
I 

aweful fervice. 

Vvifdom alone is truely' fair: folly only appears 
fo, 

C 
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RULE VIII. 

Ment, added to words ending rivith jilent e, generally 

prefir<Ves the e from ehjion: as, abatement, chajlifiment.~ 

incitement, &c. 

Like other termination;-, it changes y into i, when pre• 

ceded 6y a conjonant: a;-, accompany, accompaniment; 

.merry, merriment. 

The fl:ud y of the Engli!h language is making daily 

advancment. 

A judicious arrangment of ftudies facilitates im­

provment. 

To fhun allurments is not hard, 

To minds refolv'd, forewarn'd, and well prepar'd. 

RULE IX. 

Able and ible, riuhen incorporated into woi·ds ending 

~ith filmt e, almojf a/r:-v.;ay1 cut it ojf: as, Mame, hlam­

aMe; cure, curaMe; ji:11/e, JeiljiMe, &c.: but if c or g 

/oft come hefi re e in the original word, thee is then prefer­

'Ved iu cv.-ords compounded q;;ith able; as, change, change­

able; peace, peaaahle, &c. 

Every perfon and thing connected with felf, is apt 

to appear good and defneable in our eyes. 

Errors and mifconduct are more excufeJ.ble jn ig­

norant, than in well inftrufted minds. 

Gratitude operates forceibly in good and generous 

. minds. 
Our natural and involuntary defects of body, are 

)flOt chargable upon us. 
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We are made to be fervicable to others, as \.Vel! 
-;..s to ourfelves. 

·RULE X. 

When ing or i{h are added to ~UJords ending riuith jilmt 
-e, the e is almofl uni-1mfa(ly omitted: as, place, plachig; 
lodge, lodging_; Jla-ve,Jla,..uifh; prude, prudijh. 

An obligeing and humble difpofiti.on, is tota1lr 
unconrietled with a fervile and cringeing humour. 

By folaceing the farrows of others, the heart ls 
improved at the fame time that our duty is per­
formed. 

Labour and expenfe are lofr upon a d ronei{h fpi~ 
rit. 

The inadvertencies of youth may be excufed, but 
-knave1Cti tricks fhould meet with fevere reproof. 

RULE XI. 

l-'Yords taken into compojition, often drop thoje lettirt 
<which c-were Juperjluous in their jiil},ples; as, handful., 
dung-hill, withal, affo, chilblain,foretel. 

Love worketh no ill to our neighbour, and is the 
fuilfi-lling of the law. 

That which is fometimes expedient, is not all~ 
ways fo. 

We may be hurtfull to others, by oar example, as 
well as b_y perfonal injuries. 

Where diligence opem the door of the under­
ilanding, and impartiali~y keeps it, truth finds a~ 
entrance and a wellcome too. 

C z 



EXERCSSES. ( Promif-

CHAP. Ir. 

·.Co11tai11i11g itf}ances qf_fa(fa Orthogr~phy, promifcu-
01:fly an·anged. 

AS the learners -nmfr be fuppofed to be tolerably 

verfed in the fpelling of words in very familiar ufe, 

the compiler has generally feleB:ed, for the follow­

·ing exercifes, fuch words as are lefs obvioufly erro­

neous, and in the nfo of which young perfons are 

'more likely to commit mi!lakes. 'I hough the in­

·fiances which · he gives of thefe deviations :i.re not 

very numerous, yet, it is prefumed, they are exhi­

i>ited with foffic1ent variety, to fhow the neceffity of 

care and attention in combining letters and fy llables; 

-and to exdte the in1Tenious ftudent to inveflig-ate tr:e 
0 0 

principles and rules of our. Orthography, as well as 

to difiinguifo the exceptions and variations whic_li 

, every where attend them . 

.. _ In rec!-ifying tb.efe exerci.fes, tl;e compiler has been 

governed by Doctor J ofinfon's Dic.tionary, as the 

rtandard of propriety. This work is, indifputably, 

the befl: authority for the orthography of the Englifh 

language, though the author7 in fame inftances, has 

made decifions, which are not generally approve~.3 

and fer which it is not eaiy to ac.count. 

-SeEii:on-J. 

NegleB: rio oppurtu-nity of doing good. 

No man can fiedily build upon acciden.ts. 

How fha11 we keep, what, fieeping or awake, 

,A we:iker m~y furprize1 a ftronger take~? 
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Neither time n_or misfortun€s fhould era2:e the re­

rnemberance of a friend. 

Moderation fhould-prefid€, both in the kitchin and 

the parlor. 

Shail we recieve -good at the Divine hand, an<l 

!hall we not recieve evil ? 

In many defigns, we may fuccede and be miferable. 

We fho:.ild have fence and virtue enough to receed 

from our demands, when the)' appear to be unre­

fonable. 

All our comforts procede from the Father of good­

n.efs. 
The min of a ·fto.te is generally preceeded by a 

univerfal degenaracy of.manners, and a contempt of 

religion. 

His father omi.ted nothing . in -his education, that 

might render him virtuous apd ufefull. 

The daw in the !'a.ble was dreffcd in pilferred or- ' 

naments. 

A favor confered with-delicacy, doubles the obli .... 
1 

gation. ~ 

They tern pted. their- Creator, and limitted the 

Holy One of Izrael. 

The precepts of a good education have often re­

cured in the time of need. 

We are frequently benefitted by what we have 

dreaded. 

It is no great virtue to live ioveipgly with good 

natured and meek perfons. 

The Chriftian religion gives a more lovly cha­

racter of God, than any religion ever did. 

C3 
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.,Without fini-fterous views, they are dextrous ma-

1lag:::rs of their own· interefr. 
Any thinz commited to the truil and care of ano­

ther, is a depofit. 
H c:re finnifh 'd he, and•all that he had· made 
Vieu'd and beheld! Al.I was intirely good. 

It deferves our bell: ikil to ·enquire into thofe rules-,.. 
by which we may guide our judgement. 

Food, clotheing, and habitations, are the rewards· 
of indufl: ry. 

If we lie no reftraii:t upon our lufts, no controul 
~pon our apetites and pailions, they will hurry us 
Jnto guil t an d mifery. 

A n J nd ependant is one who, in rel1g-ious affairs,. 
1:...olds th:n every cong.r~gation is a compleat Church. 

R ece::ive his council, and fecurly move: 
E 11truR: th v fortune 1

., the Power above. 

Fo ll owing life in cretmes we difea, 
Vve lofe it in the moment we detect. 

The acknowledgement of our ·tranfgreffions mufr 
p recede the forgivnefs of them. 

· J ud icious abridgements often aid the fl:udys of 
youth. 

E~amine bow thy hum::ir is encli n'd, 
i".i..nd whici1 the rn leing pa!fion of thy m: nJ, 

----He fau:te rs at the quefcion : 
, H is fe:; rs, his worJs, hi s looks , <leclate :1:m g 1.1 ~~· y. 

C alicoe is an In dian flrn:fF made of cotton ; fome ~ 
t imes fr ained with lively colors . 

To p ro mote iniq ui ty in others, is nearly the fame 
as b::-i:1g the ac'ters of it ourfe!vs . 
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The Glafrer's buGnefs was unknown to the ancients. 

The antecedant, in grammer, is the noun to whicti. 

t-he relative refers. 

Sefl. 2. 

Be not affraid of the wicked: they are under the 

controul of Providence. Confcioufoefs of guilt may 

juJl:ly afrig:it us. 

Convey to others no inteligence which yo!.l would 

be aflnmed to avo,v. 

r,1any · are ,veighed in the ballancc, ~nd found 

w:i.nting 

Ho ·,,v many difapointmeats h1ve, in their confe­

quences, faved a man from ruin! 

A well-poifed mind makes a churful countenance~· 

A certain houlholder planted a vinyard, but the 

men imployed in it made ungratefoll return~. 

Let us f.riow dilligence in every laudable under­

taking. 

Cinamon -is ·the fra-grant bark of a low tree in the · 

iland of Ceylon. 

A ram will but with his head, thoug-h he be 
- w 

brought up tame, and nevc;: faw the aclion. 

We percieve a piece of filver in a bafon, when 

w:iter is .poured on it, though we could not difcover 

it be fore. 

Vinue imbalms the memory of the good. 

The King of Brittain is a limitted monarch ; and . 

the Britti/11 ,1ation a free people. 

The phifician may difpence the medicin, but Pro, ... , 

vidence alone can blefs it. 

C 4 , 
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In many perfuits, we imbark with -pleafure, and 
land forrowfully. 

Rocks, mountains., and' caverns, are of indifpen.­
fible ufe, both to the earth and to man. 

The h.ive of a city, or kingdom, is in the befl: con­
dition, when their is the lea11 noize or buz in it. 

The roughneffes found on our enterance into the 
paths of virtue and learning, grow fmoother as we:_ 
advance. 

That which- was on_ce the moft beautifoll fpot of 
Italy, coverred with pallaces, imbellifhed by Empe­
rors, and cellebrated by poets, has now nothing to 
fhow but ruins. 

Batterrin-g rams were antiently ufed to beat down 
the walls of a city. 

Jocky :figuifies a man that rides horfes in a race; 
or who deals in horfes. 

The harmlefnefs of many animals, and the injoy­
men-t which they have of life, fhould plead for them. 
agajnfi cruel ufeage. 

\Ve may be very buzy, to no ufefoll purpofe. 
We cannot plead. in abatment of our guilt, that 

, we are ignorent of our duty. 
Genuine charaty, how' liberal foever it may be., 

will never impoverifh ourfelves. If we few fpare-
' ' ingly, we fh-all reap aeordingly. 

However difagreable, we muft refolutly perform 
· our dut,•. 

, ' 
A fit of ficknefs is often a kind chaftifment and 

clifciplin, to moderate our affection for the things of 
this life. 

lt is a happinefs t(; young perfons, when they are-
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preferved fro~ -{_he fnares of the world', as in a gar­

den inclofed. 

Health and peace, the moft valueable pofeffions, 

are obtained at [mall expence. 

Incence fignifi.es perfumes exhailed by fire, and 

made ufe of in religious ceremonies. 

The prudent di f patch of buzinefs gains time; the 

imprudent, wail:es it. 

Few reflexions are more d iftrefing, than thofe .. 
which we make on our own ingra titude. 

There is an infepir.able connection between piety 

and virtue. 

Many acl:ions have a fair cornpleclion, which have 

not fprung from virtue. 

Which way foever we turn ourfelvs, we are in­

countered.with fen fable demonftration s of a Deity. 

If we forfake the ways of virtue, we cannot alledge 

any color of ignoran~e, or want of infrruchon. 

Sea. 3. 

There are more cu-ltivaters of the earth, than of 

their own hearts. 

Man is incompafied with dangers innumerable. 

War is attended with. di{l:resfol and deffolating 

effecl:s. It is confefedly the- fcorge of our angry 

· paffions. 

The earth is the Lord's, and the fullnefs thereof. 

The harvefi: truely is plenteous, but the laborers 

are few. 

The greater our incitments t .. evil, the greater 

·11,, iU be our victory and reward. 

C5 
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We fl.ould not incourage perfons to do what they, 

beleive to be wrong. 

Virtue is placed bet ween two extreams, which are 

on both fides equally blameable. 

-we fhonld continually have the gaol in our eyes, 

which would direet us in t he race. 

The goals were folc.. '. open, and the prifoners fet 

free. . · 

It cannot be fai hat we are charitible cloners, 

when our gifts proceed from felfith motives . 

Straight is the gate, and nc!_rrow the way, that lead: 

to life eternal. 

Integ,rity leads us fi:rait forward, di[~<J,ining all 
doubleings, and crooked paths. 

Licencioufoefs and crimes pave the way 'to ruin. 

Words are the countres of wife men, but the 

money of foo-1s. 
Recompence to no man evil for evil. 

He was an excellent perfon; a mirrour of antient 

faith in early youth. 

Meeknefs controuls our angry pailions; candor, 

our fevere judgements. 

He is not only a defcendent ~ram pious ancefters, 

but an inJ1eriter too of their virtues. 

An idle perfon fpends his time, and eats the fruits 

of the earth, like a vermin or a wolf. 

Faithfolnefs and judgment are peculiarly requifit 

in tefiamentory executors. 

To be faithfoll among the faithlefs, argues great 

;1:~ength of principal. 
Mountains appear to be l'ike fo many wens or 

unatural protuberancies on the face of the earth. 
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In fome places the fea incroaches upon the land; 

in others, the land upon the fea. 

Philofophers agreed in defpizing riches, as the 

encumberances of iife . 

Wars are regulated robberries and pyracies. 

Fifhes encreafe more than beafts or birds, as :ip­

pears from their numrous fpaun. 

The. piramids of Egypt have ftooc more than 

three thoufand years. 

Precepts hav~ frnall influence, when not in forced 

by example. 

How has kind heav'n adorn'd the happy land, 

Alld fcattt:r'd bleffings with a wafl:fol hand ! 

~ friend exaggarate.s a man's virtues, an enemy 

ei;iflames his crimes, . 

A witty and humourous , vein has often produced ; 

e1rnem1es • . 

Neither pleafore nor · buifnefs fhould ingrofo our : 

ti me and affell:ions ,; proper feafons fho.uld be alotted 

for retJ.rment. , 

It.is laudable to enquire before we determin. 

, l\1any ki.ve been vifitted with affiill:ions, who,> 

ha.ve not profitted by them. 

W.e may be Cucc.esful, . and y~t difappointed. 

Sea. 4. · · 

Tfie experience ·of wa,nt inhances the value of : 

plenty. -

To maintain opinions ,fi:ifly, is no evidence of their . 

truth, or of our moderation. 

Horehound has been famous for its medecinal i 

qtrnlities; but it is now little ufrd • . 

C .6 -
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The wicked a.re often enfnared in the trap which 

they lie for others. 

It is hard to fay what difeafes are cureable : they 

are all under the guidence of heaven. 

f nftrucl.ors fhould not only be ikillful in thofe 

fciences which they teach; but have fkil in the 

method of teaching, and patience in the practife. 

Science ftrengthens and inlarges the minds of 

men. 

A il:eady mind may receive council; but there is 

no hold on a changable humour. 

V/ e may enure ourfelvs by cuftom, to bear the 

extremities of whether without injury. 

Exceffive merryment is the parent of greif. 

Air is fenfable to the touch by its motion, and by 

its refiftence to bodies moved in it~. 

, A polite addrefs is fometimes the -clok:e of malice. 

· To pracl.ice virtue is the fore way to love it. 

Many things are plaufahle in theory, which fail 

in pracl:ife. 

Learning and kpowlege muft be attained by· flow 

degrees; and are the reward only of dilligence and 

patience. 

We fhould fl:udy to live peacably with all men. 

A foul that can fecurly death defy, 

And count it nature's priviledge to die. 

Whatever promotes the intereft of the foul, is alfo 

condufive to our prefent felicity. 

Let not the fternefs of virtue afright us; fhe will 

foon become aimable. 

The fpatious firmament on high, 

With aH the blue etheriel fky, 

And fpangled heav'ns a fhineing frame, 

Their great orginel proclame. 
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Paffion is the drunkenefs of the mind : it fuper­

cedes the workings of reafon. 

If we are fincere, we may be affured of an advo­

cate to interfede for us. 
We ought not to confider the encreafe of another's 

reputation, as a dimunition of our own. 

The reu_matifm is a painful diftemper, foppofed 

to precede from acrid humors. 

The beautiful and accornplifhed, are too apt to 

fiudy be'haivour rather than virtue. 

The peazant's cabbin contains as much content as 

the Emperer's pallace. 

True valor protects the. feeble, and humbles the 

oppre!fer , 

David, the fon of Jeffe, was a wife and valient ­

man. 
Prophecies and, miracles proclarned him to be the ' 

Savior of the world. 

Efau fold his birthright for a favory mefs of pot­

tage. 
A regular and virteous education, is . an ineftem­

able bleffing. 

Honor and lhame from no condition rife; 

AB: well your part, there all the honor lies. 

The rigor of monkifh difciplin often conceals 

great depravity of heart. 

We fhould recollect, that however favorable we 

may be to ourfelves, we are rigourouily examined 

by others. 

Sea. 5. 

Virtue can _render youth, as well as old age, ho .. 

norable. 
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R um<3r often tells falfe tales. -
V-1 eak minds are rufled by triffiing things. 
The cabage-tree is very common in the Caribbee 

Ilands, where _it grows to a prodigious heigh th. 
Vifit the fick, feed the hungry, cloath the naked. 
His fmiles and tears are too artifitial to be relied ; 

on. 

The mori effenfial virtues of a Chrifi:ian, are love ~ 
to God and benevolence to man. -

v":e fhould be chearfol vvithout levity .. 
,- A calender fignifies a regifl:er of the year; and a , 

calendar, a prefa in .which dothiers fmooth their ,: 
doth. 

Integrity .and hope are the fore fofteners of far­
row. 

- Camomile is an odour.iferous plant, and poife.fies , 
<eonfiderable medicinel virtues. 

The gaity of youth iliould be tempered by the pre- -
cepts of age. 

Certainty, even on difl:resfol occafions, is fom-. 
times ·more elegible than fofpence ... 

Still green with bays each antient alter frands 
Above the reach of facriligious hands. · 

The mofi acceptable facrifif~, is .that of a contrite ' 
and humble heart. 

Vie are accountable for whatever we patronize in 
others. 

It marks. a favage difpofition, to tortur animals, 
to make them fmai:t an.cl. agonife, for our diver­
fion. 

The edge of · cloath, where it is -clofed by COII\· . 
p licating the threads, is calld the fel v idge. 
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Soufhong tea .and Turky-coffee were his favorite 

beveridge : chocolade he feldom drank. 

The guilty, mind cannot avoid many rnelanchollt 

a ppreheniions. 

If we injure others, we mufl: expect retalliation. 

Let every man be _ folly perfwaded in his own 

mind. 

Peace and honor are the fheeves of virtue's harveft. 

The black earth, every where obvious on the fur­

race of the earth, we call mold. 

The Roman pontif claims to be the fopream hea<l 

of the church on earth. 

High feafoned food viciates the pallate, and dif­

gufts it with plain fare. 

- The confcious receivor is as bad as the thief. 

Alexander, the conquerer of the world, was, in 

fall:, a robber and a murderer. 

The D1vine Being is not on-ly the AL1thour, but 

.the Governor of the world. 

Honei½: endeavors; if perfevered in, will finally be 

fuccesful. 

He who dies for religion, is a martyr; he who fuf­

fers for it, is a confeffour. 

Jn the paroxifm of paffion, we fometimes give oc­

caGon for .a Jif,.: of repentence. 

· 'The mifl: w,hich invelopes many . fiudies, is diffi­

pated when we approach them. 

The voice is fometimes obftructed by a hoarfoefs., 

or by vifcuous phlegm. 

The defar_t Dnli rejoice and bloffom as the rofe. 

The fruit and. fweetmeats fet on table after- the 

meat, are called the defert. 
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We traverfed the Howry ~elds, till the falling 
dews admonifhed us to return. 

Sefl. 6. ,. 

There is frequently a worm at the root of our 
moft florifhing condition. 

The fialk of ivey is tough, and not fragil. 
The roof is vaulted, and diftills frefu water from 

every part of it. 
Our imperfections are difcernable by others, whetl' 

we think they are concealed . 
They thin#they fhall be heared for their much­

fpeaking . 
True criticizm is not a captious, but a liberal art •. 
Integrity is our befl: defenfe againft the evils of 

life. ~ 

No circumftance can licence evil, or difpence with· 
the rules of virtue. 

We may be cyphers in the world's e!l:ima,tion> 
whilfl: we are advancing our own and others' value. 

The perfon of an ambaffador is inviolable. 
A dipthong i:; the coilition of two vowels to form 

one found. 

However forceable our temptations, they may be 
refifted. 

I acknowlege my tranfgreffion; and my ever 
before me. 

The colledge of Cardinals are the eleclers of the 
Pope. 

He had no colorable excufe to palliate his conduct , 
Thy humourous vein, thy plcafing folly. 
Lies ~11 neglected, all forgot, 
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If we are fo conceited as obftinatly to rejea all 

advice, we rnuft expect a direliclion of friends. 

Cronology is the fcience of computeing and ajuft­

ing the periods of time 

In groves we live, and lay on moffy beds, 

Ey chryftal ll:rearns, that murmer through the mc:.ids . 

It is a fecret cowardife which induces us to com­

plement the vices of our fuperiors, to applaud the 

libertin, and laugh with the prophane. ~-­
'The_lark each morning waked me with her f pritely 

lay. 

· There are no fewer than thirty-two 't,ecies of the 

lilly. 
VI e owe it to our vifitors as well as to ourfelves, 

to entertain them with ufeful and fenfable conver­

fation. 

Sponfers are thofe who become .fureties for the 

children's education in the Chriftian faith. 

The warrier's fame is often purchafed by the 

blood of thoufands. 

Hope exhilerates the mind, and is the grand elixer, 

under all the evils of life ..... , 

The incence of gratitude, whilft it expreifes our 

duty, and honors our benefacler, perfumes ar.d re­

g ails ou rfel ves. 

I 



PART III.. 

EXERCISES IN SYNTA X. 

CHAP. I. 

Containing infl:ances of falfe Syntax, dif po fed 
under the particular Rules. 

RULE I. 
~ -

A rr.,•erh m'ufl agre& eivith its nominatirve cafe, in nzun- . 
ber an} perfon: as, " I learn~· " Thou ad imfa·o'Ved _; 
u '!'he hirds Jing." See the Gram. 2d edit. p. 103. 

Difappointments finks the heart of man; but the 
renewal of hope give confolation. 

The fmiles that encourage feverity of judgment, 
hides malice and infincerity. 

He dare not aa contrary to his inftrntlions • 
. Fifty pounds of wheat contains forty pounds of 

flour. 
The mechanifm of clocks and wa:ches, were to­

tally unknown a few centuries ago. 
The number of the inhabitants of G1 eat Britain 

a.nd Irelrn3, do not exceed ten millions. 
Nothing but vain and foolifh purfuits delight fome 

perfons. 
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The conditions of the agreement were as follow. 

The conditions of the agreement were foch as fol­

lows. 

I iliall confider fuch of his cenfures only as con­

cerns my friend. 

H€ is an author of more credit than Plutarch, at 

:any other, that write lives by the lump. 

The inquifitive and curious is generally talkative. 

::7' Great pains has been taken to reconcile the 

\ 

parties. 

I am forry to fay it, but there was more equ1vo­
~ 

cators than one. 

The fincere is al ways efteemed. 

Has the goods been fold to advantage r and did' 

thou embrace the proper feafon? 

There is many occafions in life, in . which iilence 

and firn pl icity is true wifdom. ,3 
The generous never recounts minutely the actions 

they have done; nor the prudent, t-hofe they will do. 

He need not proceed in foch haft-e. 

Whatever related to ecclefiafrical meetings, mat­

ters, and perfons, were to be ordered according to 

the king's direction. 

In him were happily blended true dignity with 

foftnefs of mannf.rs, 

The fdpport of fo many of his relations, were a 

heavy tax upon his indufhy; kut thou knows he 

pai<l it cheerfully. 

\Vlnt avails the bell: fentiments, if perfons do not 

live_ fuitably to them? 

Reconcili-ution was offered, on con dit ions as mo­

dcrnte.as was confiftent, with a permanent union .. 
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:Not one of them w horn thou fees clothed in- purple, 
are happy. 

And the fame of this phfon, and of his wonder­
ful actions, were <liffufed· th~oughout the country. 

The variety of the productions of genius, like­
that of the operations of nature; are without limit. 

In vain our fbcks anJ fielJs increaf'e our fl:ore, 
-VVhen our abundance make us wiih for more. 

Thou iliould love -thy neighbou-r, as f::acerely -and 
impar tially as thou loves thyfelf. 

H:1s thou -no better,reafon for cenfuring thy friend 
and companion r 

Thou, that art th~ author and befl:ower of life, 
can doubtlefs reftore it alfo; but whether thou will 
pleafe to refl:ore it, or not, that thol1 only knows~ . 

" . 0 thou my voice infpi re, 
\Nho touch'd Ifaiah's hallow·d lips with fire:• 

Accept thefe grateful _tears ; for thee they flow:. 
Fo1: thee, that ever felt another's woe. 

Ji1ft of thy word, in ev'ry thought fincere; 
Who knew no wiih, but what the world might hear •.. 

Tbe following examples are adapted to the notes and ob­
flr'Vations under Ru LE I. 

To do unto all men, as we would that they, in 
,fimilar circumftances, iliould do unto us, conftitute 
the great principle of vittue. . 

From a fear of the world's cenfore, to· be ailiamed 
of the practice of precepts, which the heart a pp roves 
and embraces, mark a feeble and imperfea charatl:er. 

The erroneous opinions which we form concern-



Rule 1.J SYNTAX. 45 

i.ng happinefs and mifery, gives rife to all the mif­

taken and d:rngerous paffions that embroils our life. 

To live foberly, righteoufly, and pioufly, are re­

quired of all men. 

That it is our duty to promote the purity of our 

minds and bodies, to be jufl: and kind to our fellow­

ereatures, and to be pious and faithful to him that 

made us, admit not of any doubt in a rational and 

well informed mind. 

It is an important truth, that relj,gion,_ vital re­

ligion, the religion of the heart, are t11'e mo{!: power­

fol auxiliaries of reafon, in waging war with the 

paffions, and promoting that f weet compofure which 

confiitute the peace of GoJ. 

The po1feilion of our fenfes entire, of ou~ limbs 

·1rninjured, of a, fonnd undericanding, of friends and 

companions., are often overlooked, though it would 

be the ultimate wiih of many, who as far as we can 

judge, defer,ves it as rn.,uch as ourfelves. 

All that make a :figure on the great theatre of the 

world, the -employments of the bu[y, . the -enter-

-· prizes of the ambitious, and the exploits of-the war. 

like, the virtues which. forms the happinefs, and the 

crimes which occafions the mifery of mankind, oriA 

ginates in that :filent and J~cret recefs of thought, 

-w~ich are hidden from every human ~ye. · 

If the privileges to w~1i,ch he has an 1:mdoubted 

right, and had been long enjoyed, iliould now be 

wrefied from him, woL1ld be flagrant injuftice • 

. · ,Thefe curiofities we have iII!ported from China, 

,i4 
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and are fimilar to thofe which were fome time ag<t 
b rought from Africa. 

Will martial flames for ever fire thy mind, 
And never, never be to H eav'n refign'd? 

Two fubfiantives, when they come togetl1er, and 
<l o not fignify the fame thing, the former mufr be in 
t he g enitive cafe. 

Virtue, however it may be neglected for a time. 
men are fo confl:ituted as ultimately to acknowledge 
a nd ref peel: genuine merit. 

The crown of virtue is peace and honour. 
His chief occupation and enjoyment were contro~ 

verf y. 

------- Him de1hoy 'd, 
Or won to what may work his utter lof-s, 
All this will foon follow . 
------- V/hofe grey top 
Shall treml.ile, him <l efccnding. 

RULE Ir. 

cr.wo or m,;re nouns, 0c. in the fiagular number, 
joined together by one or more copulati-ve conjunc?ions, 
ha•-ve ·verbs; nouns, and-prorlouns agreeing with them in 
the plural number: as , " Socrates and Plato -were wife; 
they 0were the mo.ft eminent philojophers of Greece;" 
( < The Jun that rolls ar;,;er our heads, the food that rwe 
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rec-eive, .the re.ft that wt enjoy, daily admonifo us of a 

fuperior and/uperintending power." Gram. p. 106. 

Idlenefs and ignorance is the parent of many 

vices. 

WiCdom, virtue, happinefs, dwells with the golden 

mediocrity. 

Time and tide waits for no man. 

His politenefs and good difpofition was, on failure 

-0f their effect, entirely changed. 

Patience and diligence, like faith, removes moun­

-tai ns . 

Humility and ·knowledge, with poor apparel? 

excels pride and ignorance under coftly attire. 

The planetary fyftem, boundlefs fpace, and the 

immenfe ocean, affects the rn: nd with fenfations of 

,a.ftonifh m ent. 

Humility and love, whatever obfcurities may in­

.valve religious tenets, conftitutes the eifence of true 

religion. 

Religion and virtue, our befl: fupport and higheil 

.honour, confers on the mind principles of noble in­

~dependence. 

What fignifie~ the counfel and care of preceptors, 

when youth think they have no rieed of affifl:ance. 

The examples which follo-w, are Juited to tbe ·notes 

,e.nd olfer:vations under P.. u LE I I. 

Much does human pride and [elf-complacency re~ 

quire fame correction. 

Luxurious living, and high pleafures, begets a Ian$ 

guor and fatiety that deftroys all enjoyment. 

2 
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Pride and felf-fufficiency ftifles fentiments of de­
pendence on our Creator: levity and attachment to 
worldly pleafures, deftroys the fenfe of gratitude co 
him. 

Good order in our affairs, not mean favings, pro­
duce great profits. 

The following treatife, together with thofe that 
accompany it, were written, many years ago, for 
my own private fatisfaction. 

That great fenator, in concert with feveral other 
eminent pcrfons, were the projectors of the re vo­
lution. 

The religion of thefe people;-as well as their cuf­
toms and manners, were ftrangely mifreprefented. 

Virtue, joined to knowle-dgc and wealth, confer 
great influence and refpetl:ability. But knowledge, 
with wealth united, if virtue be wanting, have a 
very limited influence, and are often dcfpifed. 

That fuperficial fcholar and critic, like fome re­
nowned critics of our own, have furnifhed rnoft de­
cifive proofs, that they knew not the characters of 
the Hebrew language. 

The buildings of the inftitution have been en­
larged; the expence of which, added to the in­
creafed price of provifions, render it nece!fary to 
advance the term:. of admiffion. 

Thou, and the gardener, and the huntfman, muil 
fuare the blame of this bufinefs amongft them. 
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1\1y fi:ler and I, as well as my brother, go regu­

larly to their own place of worfhip. 

·RULE III. 

CJhe con)un8ion disjzmcfi.ve hath an ejfefl contrary to 
that of the cortjunflion copulative; for as the 'Verb, 
noun, or pronoun, is referred to the preceding terms taken 

jeparately, it mujl /;e in the Jingu!Cfr number: as, « Ig­
norance or negligence has caufad this mijlake ;" '~ Job;'t, 
-or James, or Jojeph, intends to acco:.npa11y me;" " Th.re 
is, i11 many minds, neither kna-wlecfge nor under.flai!d­
ing. Gram. p. 109. 

Man's happinefs or mifery are1 in a great meJ.­
fore, put into his own h2.nds. 

W ·e are not foch ma.chines as a cl-Jck or watch, 
which move merely as they are moved. 

Def pife r.o infirmity of mind or body, nor any con­
dition of life; for they are, perhaps, to be thy O\.Vn 
lot. 

Speaking impatiently to fervants, or any thi:1g 
that betrays inattention or ill hu:nour, are cert::i.inly 
criminal. 

There are many faults in fpel;ing, which neither 
analogy nor pronunciation j uftify. 

When f:cknefs, infirmity, or reverie of fortune, 
affett us, the fincerity of friendfhip is proved. 

Let it be remembered, that it is not the uttering,, 
or the hearing of cr:rtain word s, that conftitute the 
ivorihip of the Almighty. 

A t .... rt reply, a pronenef3 to rebuke, or a captiou s 
D 
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_and contr2dictious fpirit, are capable of embittering 

don~efric life:, and of fetting friends at variance. · 

Tbe frilowi11g Jentences exemplify the notes and oijer­

<uations under Ru LE 1 I I. 

Either thou or I art greatly mifraken, in our 

judgment on this fobject. 

I or thou am the perfon, who mu.fr undertake the 

.bufinefs propofed .. 

J3oth of the fcholars, or one o.f them at leaft, was 

_prefent at the tranfachon. 

Some parts of the fhip and cargo were recovered; 

'but neither the failors, nor the capt:1in was faved. 

V✓hether one perfon or more was concerned in the 

'bt1finefs, does not yet ap2ear. 

The cares of this life, or the deceitfolnefs of 

riches, has choked the feeds of virtue in many a 

.. promifing mind. 

RULE IV. 

A noun of multitude, or jignifying mar.y, may ha'Z-1t 

.a '7..:erb or pronoun agreeing rcJJith it, either of the jingu­

lar or plural number; yet not rr1 .. :ithout regard to the im­

port of th :word, as conveyiug unity or plurality if 

idea: as, " The meeting ,v.,.as large;" " The parlia­

ment is diffolved ;" '' The nation is P£r.J.:erful ~·" " My 

people do not amjider: they ha<Ve not kno'"Wn me;" '' The 

a_§emMy of the <i~·icked ha<Uunclojed me;" " The council 

<11,:ere di-vided in their Jwtiments," Gram . p. 109. 
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The people rejoices in that which foould give it 
forrow. 

The flock, and not the fleece, are, or ought t0 
,be, the objects of the fhepherd's care. 

The court have juft ended, after having fat throu~ :1 
·the trial _of a very long caufe. 

The crowd were fo great, that the judges with 
,difficulty made their way through them. 

The Corporation of York confifl: of a l.VIayor, Aln 
-- derµien, and Common Council. 

The Briti 1h Parliament are compofed of Kir.g, 
.Lords , and Commons. 

V\1hen the nation complain, the rulers fhould liflen 
to their voice. 

In the days of youth, the multitude eagerly pur­
fues pleafure as its chief good. 

The church have no power to inflict corporal pu ... 
niihment . 

The fleet were feen failing up the channel. 
A great number do not always argne ftrength. 
The meeting have eftablifhed feveral fa!utary re .. 

gulations. 

The council was not unanimous, and it feparatccl 
withont com1 Hg to any determination. 

The fleet is all arrived and moored in fafety. 
This people draweth near to me with their mouth, 

and honoureth me with their lips, but their heart is 
·far from me. 

'I he committee was divided in its fent-iments,' and 
it has referred the bufinefs to the general meeting. 

The committee were very foll when this point was ·~ 
Dz 
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decided; and their .judgment has not been -called in 

quefiion. 

Why do this generation wifh for greater evidence, 

when fo much is already given? 

The remn::rnt of the people were perfecuted with 

great feverity. 

Never were any people fo much infatuated as 'the 

J ewi 11 natiGn. 

The fhoal of herrings were of an immenfe extent. 

No fociety are chargeable with the difapproved 

mifrondnfc of particular members. 

RULE V • 

.Pronouns mu.ft al-wa_ys agree <ivith theil' ai!fecedent-s, 

eud the nouns for <iuhich they Jland, in gender, number, 

m:d per/on: as, " This is the friend whDm I la'Ve _;" 

" '11/Jat is the rvice rJ;hich I hate;" " 'The king and the 

queen had put on their robes;" " The moon appea1-s, and 

foe jhinis, l1tt the light is not h,w own." 

.cr'he relati,...ve is of the Jame peifon ,v.;ith -the antecedent, 

and the ·rJerb agn-es rwith it accordingly: as, " Thozt 

who lovefl r,,vifdom J·" " I, rz.uho /peak from experience." 

Gram. p. 1 I 1. 

The excrcife of reafon appears as little in thefe 

fportfmen, as in the beafl:s whom they fometimes 

hunt, ~nd by whom they are fometimes hunted. 

They which feek wifdom will certainly find her. 

The m_ale amongfl: birds feems to difcover no 

beauty, but in the colour of it~ fpecies. 

Take handfuls of allies of the L1rnace, and ·let 

Mofes fprinkle it towards the heaven, in the figh.t 

of Pharaoh ; and it fhall become fmall duft. 
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Rebekah took goodly raiment, which were with 
her in the hoctfe, and put them u.p_on Jacob. 

The fair fex, \vhofe tafk is not to mingle in the 
labours of public and atl:ive bnfinefs, has its own 
part ac·gned it to a~ 

The Hercules man of war foundered at fo:a ; f:~e 
;..,.,,,___ . -

o-verfet, and lofl: rr.ofr·of~.-:.,ir.•,_~. 
The mind of man cannot be~long without fame 

food to nourifh the activity of 4i~ t~oughts. 
vVhat is the reafon, that-om-'1'nguage is lefs re­

fined than thofe of Italy, Spain, or France? 
The men and things which he hath fiudied, have 

not contributed- to the improvement of his morals. 
I do not think any one ihould incur cenfure for 

being tender of their reputation, 
Thou who has been a witnefs of the fact, can give 

an account of it. 
Thou great Firft Caufe, leafi underftooJ ! 

Who all my fen[e confin'cl 

To know but this, that thou art good, 

And that myfelf am biincl: 
Yet gave me in this uark efhnc, &c. 

,vbat art thou, fpeak, that, on deGgns nnknown, 

While others fieep, thus range the camp alone? 

The follorwing examples ar1 a,dapted ffJ the notes and 
olf:rrvatio_ns under Ru LE v . 

Whoever entertains fuch an opinion, he judges 
crroneouny. 

The cares of this world they often choke thi 
growth of virtue. 
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Difappointments and afflictions, however difagree.-
2ble, they often improve us. 

Mofes was the meekeft man whom we read of in. 
the Old Tefl:ament. 

Humility is one of the rnoft ami:i.ble virtues which. 

"e can poffefs. 

Howfoever beautiful they appear, they have no 
real merit. 

In w hatfoever light we view him, his conducl: will 
bear inf peB:ion._ 

On w hichfoever fide they are contemplated, they 

~ppear to advantage. 
However much he might defpife the maxims of 

t.,e king's adrninifl:ration, he kept a total filence on 

that fubjecr .. 

Which of them two perfons has rnoft dittingui!hed'. 

himfelf? 
None more impatiently fu.ffer injuries, than tho(e 

that are moft forward in doing them. 

He would not be perfoade<l but what I ~as. 

greatly in fault. 

--'thefe commendations of his children, ap.pear to 

have been made in fomewhat an inj1.dicious rnanper. 
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He in!lru.:ted and fed the crowds who forrourd.cd 

him. 
Sidney was one of the wifefr and mofl: a3:ive go­

v.ernors, whom Ireland lnd enjoyed.for fcverd year-. 

He was the able.fr minifkr \.Yhom James ever pof~ 

feffed. 
The court, who gives currency to man:: ~ ~; o'..:!g:1t 

to be exemplary. 

The child whom we have j:::rc fe~ri, is whokfor,1elr 
fed, and not injuted by lx1nclaii;:i or dvthing, 

Having once difgufted him, he could never regai11 
the favour of Nero, who was indeed anuthcr name 
for cruelty. 
· .Flattery, whoCe nature. is to deceive and betray_3 , 

f.hould be avoided as the poifonous adder. 

The king dif miffed his minifter with out any in­
quiry; who had never before comm_itted fo unjuft ­
an aclion. 

There are miilions of people, in the emp:.re of 
China, whofe fopport is derived almoft entirely from. • 
nee·. 

It is remarkable his continual endeavours to ferve.i -= 
u.s, notwithftanding our ingratitude. 

D . .,.,,. ._ ~,,..' 
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Ah! unbappy thee, who art deaf to the calls of 
duty, and uf honour. 

RULE VI. 

Cf'he 1·dati--..Je is the nominathn caje to the -verh, 'V.Jbm 
no other 72ominath;e comes /;ef.1.,1.,•een it and the 'Verb; as, 

'' The ma/fer "l.vho t.,,zught us,,·" '' T~~e trees <tuhicb are 
planted." But ,z,uhen another mminati-ve comes bet-wem 
it and the '1.lerb, the r;lati ve is go•verned /;y Jome word 
i,'1 its own vzentbe7 of the je,'1fe/1ce: as, cc Ile ru.;.ho pre-

Jer·tJes• ?lJe, to whom I owe my being, <tuhofi I am, and 
<Z.uhom Ifir·w, is eternal." Gram. p. I 15. 

We are dependent on each other's affiftance: 
whom is there that can fobfiil: by himfelf? 

If he will not hear his beft friend, whom {hall be 
fent to admonifh him? 

They, who tmlch is given to, will have much to 

anfwer for. 
It is not to be expected that they, whom, in early 

life, have been dark and dec.eitful, fhould afterwards 
becorr.e fair and inge1:iuous. 

They who have laboured to make us wife and 
good, arc the perfons who we ought to love and re­
f pea, and who we ought to be grateful to. 

T11e perfons, who confcience and virtue fupport, 
may fmile,at the caprices of fortune. 

From the characrer of thofe who you affociate. 
with, your own will be eftimated. 

,~) That is the fi:udent who I gave the book to, and 
__ ______,, whom, I am perfoaded, deforves i_t. 

I I 
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RULE VII, 

!f7hm t/Je relati-ve is preceded /Jy t-i...,·o 110minati-ves of 
dij/erent perjons-, the relaticve and rue;-/; may agree w 
perjon qJ..,-ith either: nj, " I am the mew who ccmmand 
)'Ott,,, or·'' I am the ma,,z •cJJho commands you." But tht 
latter nominati-ve is ufua!ly preferred. Gram. p. 116. 

l acknowledge that I am the perfon, who adopt 
that fentiment, and maintains the propriety of foch 
meafures. 

Tho'..l art the friend that haft often relieved me, 
and that has not deferted me now in the time of pe­

. cu.liar need. 

I am th,:! man who approves of wholefome difci­
pline, and who recommend it to others: but I am not 
a perfon who promote ~ ufe'.eCs fe verity, or who obj eel 
to mild and generous treatm~nt. 

l perceive· that tlrou art a pupil, who poffeifos 
bright parts, but wl10 has cultivated them but little. 

Thou art he who breathefl: on the earth with the 
breath of fpring, and who covereth it with verdure 
and beauty. 

I am the Lord thy _God, who teacheth thee to 
profit, and w hoJead thee by the way thou fhould!! 
go. 

RULE VIII, 

The pronominal ticljecHves. this and that, & c. and 
the numbers one, two, f.:f c. mufl agree in number witb 
their Juhflanti·ves: as, " This boo,f, theft books; that 

D5 
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fart, thofe Jot·ts; one girl, ten girls; another road, other 

roads." Gram. p. I 17. 

Thefe kind of indu1gences fofcen and injure the 

mind. 

Infi:ead qf improving yourfelves, you have been 

p1aying this two h ::)Urs. 

Thofe fort of favours did real injury, under the 

appearance of kindnefs . 

The chafm made by the earthquake was _twenty 

foot broad, and one hu:1dred fathom in deoth. 
L 

How many a forrow mould we avoid, if we were 

not induihious to make them. 

He fa w one or more perfons· enter the garden. 

Charles was extravagant, and by this mean be­

eame poor and defpicable. 

This perfon embraced every opportunity to dif­

play 'his talents; and by thefe means rendered him­

felf ridiculous. 

Jofeph was indufl:rious, frugal, and di:fcreet., and 

by this means obtained property and reputation. 

The examples ,which follow, are fuited to the notes 

and ob.fer·-uat ions under Ru LE v I I I • 

Each of them, in their turn, ..receive the benefits 

to which they are entitled. 

My connfel to each of you is, that you ili0uld 

make it your endea ·1our to come to a friend] y agree­

ment. 

By difcuffing what relates to each parcicular, in 
their order,. we fhall better underftand the fobject:. 
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Every perfon, whatever be their ilation, are bound 
by the duties of morality and religion. 

Every leaf, every twig, every drop of water, teem 
with life. · 

Whatever he undertakes, either his pride or his 
folly difguft us. 

Neither of thofe men feem to have any idea, that · 
their opinions may be ill-founded. 

When be::1ignity and gentlenefs reign within, we 
are always leai1 in hazard from without: every per­
fon, and every occurrence,. are beheld in the moil 
favourable light. 

On either fide of the. river was there the tree of 
life., . 

She works neat, fpeaks diflincl:, and reads accu­
r<Ite . 

He was extreme prodigaJ, and. his pr~perty is now , 
near exhaufred'. 

They generally fucceeded ; for they lived con~ -
form able to the rules of prntlence. 

-V,T c may reafon very clear, and exceeding ftrong, 
without knowing that there is fuch a thing as a fy l,.. 

• logif m. 
He came agr~bl8 to his promife, and condutted. 

· himfelf foitable to the occa!ion. 
He fp~aks very fluent, read·s excellent> but does 

not think very coherent. 
He behaved himfelf fubmiffive, and was exceed­

ing careful not to give offence. 
They rejected the advice, and conducted them.,.:: 

.felves exceeding] y indifcreetly, 

D6 
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He is a perfon of great abilities, and exceeding 

110nefty; and is like to be a very ufeful rnemberrof 

the community. 

The confpiracy was the eafier difcovered, from 

its being known to many. 

Not being folly acquainted wi~h the fubjeB:, h·e 

could affirm no Hronger than he did. 

He was fo deeply impreffed with the fubjeB:, 

that few could f peak nobler upon it. _ 
We may credit his tefiimony; for h~ fays exprefs, 

that he faw the tranfaftion. 

Ufe a little wine for thy fl:omach's fake, an<l thine 

often infirmities. 

From thefe favourable beginnings, we m:iy hope 

for a foon and profperous ·iffue. 

vVe fhould implant in the minds of yoath, foch 

feeds and principles of piety and virtue, as are likely_.. 

to take foonefl: and deepeft root. 

'Tis more eafier to build two chimneys than to 

maintain one. 

The tongue is like a race-horfe; which runs the 

fafter the Idler weight it carries. 

The pleafures of the underfranding are more pre­

ferable than thofe of the imagination, or of fenfe. 

The nightingale fings: her's is the moft fweetefr 

voice in the grove. 

The Moft Higl eft hath created us for his glory, 

and our own happinefs. 

The Supremeft Being is the rnoft wifeft, the moil 

powerfoleH:, and the rnofl: beft of beings, 
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Virtue confers the moft fupreme dignity on man·; 
and fhould be his chiefefl: defire. 

His aITertion was more true than that of his op ­
ponent; nay, the latter's words were moil: untrue. 

His work is perfect; his brother's more perfell:; 
and his father's the moft perfea of all. 

A talent of this kind would, perhaps, prove the 
likeliefl: of any other to fuccecd. 

He is the firongeCT: of the two, but not the wifeft. 
He fpoke with fo much propriety, that I under­

fi.ood him the beft of all the others, who [ poke on 
the fubject. 

Eve was the faire.ft of all her daughters. 

Religion raifes men above themfelves; irreligion 
:finks them beneath the brutes : that binds them 
down to a poor pitiable fpeck of periihable earth; 
this opens for them a profpect to the fkies. 

More rain falls in the firfl: two fommer months, 
than in the fir.ft two winter ones : but it makes a 

much greater fhow upon the earth in thofe than in 
thefe; becaufe it lies longer upon it. 

Rex and Tyrannus are of very different characters. 

The one rules his people by laws tow~ they con­
fent; the other, by his abfolute will and power: 
thls is called freedom, that, tyranny. 
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Ee fpo'.ce in a difcincl: enough manner to be heard 
by t, c whole affembly. 

Tl10mas is equipped with a new pair of fhoes, and 

a new pair of gloves : he is the fervant of an 014 . 

rich man. 

The two firft in the row are cherry. trees, the two 

others are pear-tr:es. 

RULE IX. 

The article a or an agrees r.»ith nouns in the Jingulm0 
• 

numler on61, individually or collefli·-vely: as, " A 

Chrijlian, an Infidel, a/core, a thou/and." 

the definite article the ma_y agrre with nouns in the 

jingular or plural numher: as, " The garden, the houfls, . 

thejlars." Gram. p. 122. 

The fire, the air, the earth, and the- water, are 

four elements of the philofophers. 

Re:,fon was given to a man to control his paffions. 

We have within us an intelligent principle, di-

ftincl: from body and fror:n matter. 

A man is the nobiefr work of creation. 

WifeH: and befr men fometimes commit errors. 

Beware of dnmkennefs; it impairs underfi:anding, 

wail:es an eftate, deftroys a reputation, confumes the 

body, and renders the man of the brighteil: parts the 

common jefl: of the meancfl: clown. 

He is a much better writer th:n a reader. 

The king has conferred on him the title of a 

duke. 
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There· are fome evils of life) which equally affect 

prince and people. 

We muft act: our part with a confrancy, though 

reward of our conftancy be diftant. 

We are p1aced here under a tri:il of our virtue. 

The virtues like his are not ea!ily acquired. Such 

qualities honour the nature of a man. 

Purity hath its fea t in the heart; but extends its 

influence over fo much of outward condu.:r, as to 

form the great and material p:ut of a charafter. 

The profligate man is fcldom or never found to 

be the good hufband, the good father, or the bene­

ficent neighbour. 

True charity is not the meteor, which occafion­

all y glares; but the luminary, which, in its orderly 

and regular courfe, difpenfes benignant influence. 

'ihe following Jentences exemplify the notes and ohjer-­

~ations under Ru LE Ix. 

He has been much cenfured for conducting him­
felf with a little attention to his bufinefs. 

So bold a breach' of order, called for little feve­

rity in punif11ing the offender. 

His error was accompanied with fo little contri­

tion and candid acknowledgment, that he found a 

few perfons to intercede for him. 

There were fo many mitigating circumfi:ances 

attending his mifconduct, particularly that of hi!i 



EXERCISES. (Rule X. 

open confeffion, that he found few friends who -,,,ere 
difpofed to interefl: themfelves in his favour. 

As his misfortunes were the fruit of his own ob­
fl:inacy, a few perfons pitied him. 

The fear of fhame, and defire of approbation, pre-· 
vent many bad actions. 

In this bufinefs, he was influenced by a ju.fl: ancl 
gen~rous principle. 

He was fired with defire of doing fomething, 
though he knew not yet, with difiinclnefs, either­
end or means. 

/it worft, I could but incur a gentle rep:imand. 
At befl:, his gift was but a poor offering, when­

,vc confider his eflate. 

RULE X. 

ONe JubjlanthJe governs anotherjignifying a dijferent 
thing, in the poj}ej}ive or geniti-ve coje: as, " My fa­
ther's houfe ;" " Man's happimjs _;" " Virtue's re­
civard." Gram. p. 124. 

Thy anceftors virtue is not thine. 
Thy fathers offence will not condemn thee. 
I will not dei1:roy the city for ten fake. 
Neverthelefs, Afa his heart was perfect :with the· 

Lord, 



Rule X.) SYNTAX, 

A mothers tendernefs and a fathers care, are na­

tures gifts' for mans advantage. 
A mans manner's frequ Pntly influence his fortune. 
Wifdoms precepts' are the good boys greateft 

delight, 

Tbe following examples are adapted to the notes and 
oljervtttions under R. u LE x. 

It was the men"s, women 's 1 and children's lot to 

fofFer great calamities. 

Peter's, John's, and Andrew's occupation was that 
of fifnermen~ 

Mofes rod was turned into a ferpent. 
And he cafl: himfelf down at Jefus feet. 
For Herodias fake, his brother Philips wife. 

They very jufl:Jy condemned the pro<ligal's, as he 

was called, fenfelefs and extravagant conduct 

I bought the knives at Johnfon's the cutler's. 
The filk was purchafed at Brown's the mercer's 

and huberdailier's. 

Lord Feveriham the general's ten.t. 

The world's government is not left to chance. 
She married my fan's wife's brother. 

This is my wife's brother's partner's houfe. 
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It was neceffary to have b~th the phyfician's amL 

the furgeon's advice. 

This pilture of the king's does not much refemble 

him. 

The[e pictu res of th~ k ing were fent to him from 

Italy. 

It is a prerogative of the king's, which cannot. 

b e d ifp uted. 

vV hat can be the caufe of the parliament neglect­

ing fo important a bufinefs? 

Much depends on this rule being obferved. 

The time of William making the experiment, at 

leng th arrived. 

It is very p rob able that this affembly was called, 

to clear fa me doubt which the king had, about the 

l awfulnefs of the Holla nders their thro wing off the 

monarchy of Spain, and their withdrawing, for good , 

a nd all, t he i r allegiance to that crown. 

R ULE xr. 

• ~l!ive -verbs go71ern the objellirve caje : as, " r.r'ruth 

wnoblej her J·" " She ccmforts me ~·" " 'the.J' fltpfurt u.; ;" 

" V,ttue 1·e1 1;ards theilZ that follow her ." Gram. 

P· I 27. 

Tliey who opulence has made proud, and wh~ 

l uxu ry h:is corrupted , c.:mnot r eli n-i t he fi mple plea 

fo res o f natu re. 



Rule XI.) SYNTAX. 

Ye have reafon to dread his wrath, which one 
day wili deftroy ye both. 

Vlho have I reafon to love fo much as this friend 
of my youth? 

Ye, who were dead, hath he quickened. 

vVho did they entertain fo freely? 
The man who he raifed from obfcurity is dead. 
Ye only have I known, of all the families of the 

earth. 

He and they we know, but who art thou? 

She that is idle and mifchievous, reprove fharply~ 
Who di<lft thou fond to him on fuch an important 

errand. 

That is the friend who you mufr receive ·cordiially; 

and who you canno.t efteem too higbly. 
He-_invited _my brother and I to fee and examine 

his library. 

H€ who committed the offence, thou lhouldft cor­
rect, not I who am innocent 

We fhould fear and obey the Author of our being-., 

even He who has power to reward or punifh us for 
ever. 
V✓hatever others d.o, le.t tho1~ nnd I perform ou;­

dnty. 

The examplej cwhicb follo.w, m·e Juited to the note1 

and ol>Jervations under Ru LE x I. 

Though he takes pleafore now, he will one day 
r.epent him of fuch unwarrantable indulgences. 

The nearer his virtues approached him to the 

great example before him, the humbler he grew .• 
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lt will be very difficult to agree his coDducr with 

the principles he profefies. 

To ingratiate with fome, by traducing others~ 

marks a b1fe and de(picable mind. 

I ihall premife with two or three general obfer-· 

vations~ 

If fuch maxims, and fuch practices prevail, what 

has become of decency and virtue ? 

I have co me according to the time propofed ; but 

I have fallen upon an evil hour. 

The mighty rivals are now at length agreed. 

The influence of his corrupt example was then 

en ti rely ceafed. 

He was entered into the connexion, before the 

confequences were confidered. 

Well may ye be afraid; it is him ind':!ed. 

I would acl the fame part if I were him, or in his 

fituation. 

Search the fcri ptures; for in them ye think ye 

have eternal life: and they are them which teftify 

of me. 

Be compofed, It is me; you have no caufe for 

fear. 

l cannot tell who has befriended me, except it be 

him fr0m whom I have received many benefits. 

I know not whether it were them who conducted. 

the bufinefs; but I am certain it was not him. 



Rule .){11.) SYNTAX, 

He fo much refembled my brother, that, at firft 

:fight, I took it to bi he. 

RULE XII. 

Ont <verb go:verns another that fillo-w; it, or dt­

pena's upon it, i;z the in.finiti•ve mode: as, " Ceaje to do 

e-vil; leanz to do well:" We jhould he prepared to rm­

der an account of our actions." Gram. p. 129. 

· Jt is better live on a little, than outlive a gr-eat 

deal. 

Ye ought not walk too hafiily. 

I wifh him not wreil:le with his happinefs. 

I need not to folicit him to do a kind action. 

I dare not to proceed fo haftily, leit I fhould give 

- offence. · 

IJiave feen fame young perfons to conduct them­

.f.elves very _dif.creetl_y. 

The followZ:ng Jentences exempl{fy the notes and oijer­

~ations under Ru LE x I I. 

It is a great fupport to virtue, when we fee a good 

mind to maintain its patience and tranquillity, under 

injuries and afiliction, and to cordially .forgive i.ts 

-0ppre:ffors. 

It is the difference of their cond~1a, which makes 

us to approve the one, and to reject the other. 

We fhould not be like many perfons, to depre­

_ciate the virtues we do not poifrfa. 

To fee young perfons who are courted by health 

~nd pleafore, to refift all the allurements of vice,, 



"EXERCLS"ES. (Rttte XIII. 

and to fteadily purfoe virtue and knowledge, is cheer­
ing and delightful to every good mind. 

They acted with fo much referve, that fame per­
fons doubted them to be fincere. 

And the multitude wondered, when they faw the 
lame to walk, and the blind to fee. 

'RULE XIII-. 

1n the uJe of verbs and words that, in point of time, 
,relate to each other, the order of time mufl be obfer-ved. 
Injlead of Joying, " CJ'he Lord hath given, and th-e 
Lord hath taken away;" we jhould Jay, '' The Lord 
ga'Ve," t:fc. f,,,,.jl-eadof, ,c I remember him thejemany 
yean ;" it jhould be, " 1 ha;ve remembered him," 0'c. 
Gram. p. -I 30. 

The next new year's day, I !hall be at fchool three 
,years. 

And he that wa-s dead, fat up, and bega·1 to [ peak. 
I f:l ould be obliged to him, if he will gratify me 

·in that particu Jar. 

And the multitnde wondered, when they faw the 
dumb to [peak, the ma.imed -to be whole, the lame 
walk. and the blind feeing. 

I have compaffion on the multitude, becaufe they 
continue with me now three days. 

In the treafury belonging to the Cathedral in this 
.city, is prefcrved with the greatefl: veneration, for 
upwards of fix hundred years, a difh which they 
pretend to be maJe of emerald . 

The court of Rome gladly laid hold on all the 
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opportunities, which the imprudence, weaknefs, or 

:neceilities of princes afford it, to extend its amho­

:nty. 

Fierce as he mov'd, his filver fhafts refound. 

The folio-wing examplej are adapted to the notes and 

_l!Jb_;ervations under Ru LE x I I r. 

- -

They maintained that fcripture conclu!ion, that 

all mankind rife from one head. 

John will earn his wa.ges, wh·..:n his fervice is 

,completed. 

Ye will not .come '\!nto me, that ye might have '" 

Jife. 

Be that a-s it will, he cannot juftify his conduB:. 

I have been at London a twelve month, and feen 

the king lail fommer, 

A fte r we vifited London, we returned, content 

.and thankful, to our r.etired and peaceful habitation. 

I purpofe to go to London in a few months, and 

-after I {hall Jinifh my bufinefs there, to proceed to 

America. 

Thefe profecutions of William, feem to be the 

moH: iniquitous meafores purfu~d by the court, cl n­

ring the time that the ufe of parliaments was fuf­

pended. 

From the little converfation I had with him, he 

appeared to have been a man of letters. 

1 always intended to have -rewarded my fon ac • 

. cording to hi , merit . 

It would have given me great fatisfaB:ion, to re­

ieve him from that di{hdfed fituation, 



EXERCISES, (Rule XllL 

It required fo much care, that I thought I fhould 
have loft it before I reached home. 

We have done no more than it _ was our duty to 

have done. 
He would have affifl:ed one of his friends, if he 

could do it without injuring the other; but as that 
could not have been done, he avoided all interfer­
ence. 

Muft it not be e:~pecred, that he would have de­
fended an authority, which had been fo long exer­
cifed without controverf y? 

Thefe enemies of Chriftianity were confounded, 
\\' hilft they were expecting to have found an oppor­
tunity to have betrayed its au1hor. 

His fea-.ficknefs was fo great, that I often feared 
he would have died before our arrival. 

If thefe perfons had intended to deceive, they 
would have ta-ken care to ·have avoided, what would 
expofo them to the objections of their opponents. 

It was a pleafure to have received his ~pproba­
tion of my labours. 

It would have afforded me fiill greater pleafore, 
to receive his approbation at an earlier period: but 
to receive it at all, was a credit to me. 

To be cenfored b-y him, would have proved an 
infuperable difcouragement. 

Him portion'cl maids, apprtntic'd orpham, bleCT-, 
The young VI- ho labour, and the cld who reft. 

R-CLE :XIV. 

Participles go•verr.. ,v.:o;·d.;, 'in the fc,;me manner as tbe 

rverbs do from which tle_;• arc dericued: as, "I am weary 
4 
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· with hearing him;" " She is i11.ftrulling us,;'' " Ile 
~ was admonifhing them." Gram. p 132. 

Efteeming theirfelves wife, they became fools. 
Sufpecling not only ye, but they alfo) I was fi:u­

dious to avoid all intercourfe. 
I could not avoid confi.dering, in fame degree, 

they as enemies to me; and thou, as a fufpicioa, 
friend. 

From having expofed hifself too freely, in diffe­
rent climates, he entirely loft his health. 

The examples rwhich follow, are Juited to the no:es 
and objervati ons under R u LE x r v. 

By obferving of_ truth, thou wilt command ef1eem, 
as well as fecure peace. 

He prepared them for this evedt, by the fending 
to them proper information. 

A perfon may be great or rich by chancJ:!; but 
:never wife or good, without the taking pains for it. 

Nothing could have made her fo unhappy, as the 
marrying a mi..n who pofie{fod fuch bad principles. 

The changing times and feafons, the reooving 
and fetting up kings, belong to providence alone. 

The middle -fratio-n of life, feems to be the moil 
advantageouily fituated for gaining of wifdom. Po­
verty turns oar thoughts too much upon the fopp1y­
ing our wants; and riches, upon ·the enJoyrng onr 
fuperHuities. 

By too eager purfoit, he run a great riik of being 
d'f • I ' 1.appornted. 

E 
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· He had not long enjoyed repofe, before he begun 

to be weary of having nothing to do . 

He was greatly heated, and drunk with avidity. 

Though his conduct was, · in fome refpeccs, excep­

tionable, yet he dar<:d not commit fo great an of­

fence, as that which was propofed to him. 

A Lcond deluge learning thus o'errun; 

And the monks finifh'<l what the Goths begun. 

If fome events had not fell out very unexpeB:ediy, 

I fhould have been prefent. 

He would have went with us, had he been invited. 

He returned the goods which he had ftole, and 

made all the reparation in his power. 

They h2ive chofe the part of honour and virtue. 

His vices- have weakened his mind, and broke his 

health. 

He had rnifl:ook his true intereft, and found him­

felf forfook by his former adhei;ents. 

The bread t~at has been eat is foon forgot. 

No contentions have arofe amongft, them, fince 

their reconciliation. 

The cloth had no feam, but was wove throughout. 

The French language is fpoke in every ftate in 

Europe. 
His refolution was too fl-rong to be ihook by flight 

oppofttion. 
He was not much reftrained afterwards, having 

took improper liberties at firft. 

He has not yet wore off the rough manners, which 

he brought with him. 
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You who have forfook your friends, are entitled 

to no confidence. 
·They who have bore a part in the labour, iliall 

£hare the rewards. 
When the rules have been wantonly broke, there 

can be no plea for favour. -
He writes as the beft authors would have wrote, 

had they wr-it on the -fam~ fobjell:. 

He .heapt up great riches, but paft his time mife­
. rably. 

He talkt and fiarnpt with fuch vehemence, that he 
wa~ fufpected to be infar.:ie. 

RULE XV • 

. .daZverhs, tho1-tgh they ha'Ve no .go-vernment of cafe, 
ten.fa, &c. require an appropriate Jituation in the fentence, 

_ viz. for the mo.ft part before acljeBi'Ves, after 'Verbs 
aBi-ve or neuter, and frequently between the auxiliary 
and the cvert: as, " He made a ·very Jenfihle difcourfe, 
he Jpake unajfeBedly and forciMy, and was attenth.1ely 
heard hy the whole audie(l_ce." Gram. p. 134. 

From whence we may date likewife the period of 
this event. 

It cahnot be impertinent ,or ridiculous therefore 
· to remonfi:rate. 

~e offered an apology, which being not admittt cl, 
. he became fubmiffive . 

. Thefe things iliould be never fepara ted. 
E .. Z 

"' 



EXERCISES. (Rule XV. 

Unlefs he have more government of himfelf, he 

will be always difcontented. 

Never fovereign was fo much b~loved by the people. 

He was determined to invite back the king, and 

to call together his friends. 

So well educa ted a boy gives great hopes to his 

friend s. 

Not only he found her employed, but pleafed and 

t ranquil .i.lfo. 
'\Ve al_ways fl10uld prefer our duty to our pleafure. 

I t is irnpoilible continually to be at work. 

The heavenly bodies are in motion perpetually. 

H avi ng not k nown, or hav1ng not confidered, the 

meafures propofed, he failed of fuccefs. 

lVIy opinion was given upon rather a curfory per­

u fal of the book. 
• 

It is too common with mankind, to be engroffed, 

and overcome totally, by prefent events. 
When the Romans were preifed with a foreign 

enemy, the women contributed all their rings and 

jewels voluntarily, to affift the government. 

The f ollowing Jentences exemplify the notes and oijer­

cz;at ions under Ru LE xv. 

'They could not perfuade him, though they were 

ri ever fo eloquent. 

1 f fo me p ' rfons ' opportunities were never fo fa­

vourable, t l1ey are too indolent to improve them. 

He d rew up a pe-tition, whe re he toe free ly repre­
fen ted his own merits. 
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His follies lud reduced him to a fituation, \Yhere 

he had much to fear, and nothing to hope. 

Charles left the fetrtinary' too early, :fince when he 

h~s made ~very little improvement. 

Nothing- is better worth the while of young per­
fons, than the acquifrtion of knowledge and virtue. 

. RULE XVI. 

CJ'-.,:wo negatives, in Englijh, dejlroy_ one a11ather, or are 
equi•valent to an ajjirma!ive: as, " N or-did they not per­
ceive him ; I hat is, " they did perai ve him." " Ne-ve r 
foal! I not con.fefs ;" that is, " I Jh:zll 1wuer a-void con­

fefftng :-" or, c; I foal! always con.fefs." B ;tt it is Detter 

to ·expre.fs an ajjirmation b} a regular aifirmati-ve, than by 
t-wo negati"tm. Gram. p. 136. 

Neither riches nor honours, nor no foch peri!hing 
goods, can fatisfy the defi.res of an immortal fpirit. 

Be hone.fr, nor take no fhape nor fr:mblance of 
di[gui[e. 

We need not, nor do not, -confine his operations 
to narrow limits. 

I cannot comply with the propofa!, neithe_r at pre­

fent, nor at any other t1me. 

There cannot be nothing more infignificant than 

vanity. 

Nothing never affecl:ed her fo much as this mif­

conduB: of her child. 
Do not interrupt me thyfelf, nor let no one dif­

turb my retirement. 



EXERCISES. (R.i:tle XYI-l. 

Thefe people do not judge wifely, nor take no 
proper meafures to effect their purpofe. 

The meafure is fo exceptionable, that we cannot 
by no means permit it. 

I have received no inform::ition on"the fubjecl:J nei­
ther from him, nor fr-om his friend. 

Precept nor difcipline is not fo forcible as example,. 
The king nor the queen were not at all deceived 

in the bufinds. 

RULE xvn . . 
Prepojitions gocvern the obje8ive cafe : -as, " I harve 

beard a good charafler o.f him." " From him that is 
needy, turn not away;" " .A word to the- cz.u!fa is faifi· 

. . 
cient far them; " Strength o.f mind i, c-v,;ith them that are 
p ure in heart.'' Gram. p. 137. 

Vl e are all accountci.ble creatures, each for his 
felf. 

They willingly, and of theirfelves, endeavoured 
to make up the difference. 

He l aid the fufpicion upon fomebody, I know not 
who, in the company. 

I h~p~ it is not I who thou art difpleafed with. 
To poor we there is not much hope remaining. 
I:0es that boy know who he fpeaks to? Who 

does he offer foch language to? 
J t was not he that they were fo angry with. 
V/hat concord can fubfift between thofe who com~ 

mit crimes, and they who abhor them? 
.The perfon, who I travelled with, has fold the 

horfe which he rode on during our journey. 
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It is not I thou art engaged with. 

Who didfl: thou receive that intelligence from ? 

The following examples are adapted to the notes and 

abjerrvations under Ru LE xv Ir. 

To have no one whom we heart!ly wifh well to, 

and whom we are warmly concerned for, is a deplo­

rable ftate. 

He- is a friend whom I a.m highly indebted to, 
I 

On thefe occafions, the pronoun is governed by, 

and confequently agrees with, the preceding word. 

They were refufed entrance into, and forcibly 

driven from, the houfe. 

We are often difappointed of things, which, be­

fore poffeifion, promifed_ much enjoy□ent. 

I have frequently defired their comp :! ny, h ut have 

always hitherto been difappointed in that pleafnre. 

She finds a difficulty of fixing her mind. 
Her fobriety is no derogation to her underfl:and-

rng. 
There was no water, and he died for thirfl:. 

We can fully confide on none but the truly good. 
I have no occa !ion of his fervices. 

Many have profited from good advice. 

Many ridiculous practices are at prefent brought 

rn vogue. / 

The error was occafioned by compliance to earnefr 

entreaty. 



EXERCISES. ( Rule XVIl· ·· 

This is a principle· that is confonant with our na­
ture. 

vVe fuould entertain no prejudices to fimple and _ 
fl· r 

tU_!LlC per10ns. 
They are at prefent refolved of doing their 

duty. 
That boy is known under the name of the Id',r. 
Though conformable with cuftom, it h not war- . 

' 1·:intable. 
This remark is founded in truth. 
His parents think on him, and his improvemefl.ts, 

with pleafnre and hope. 
His excufe was admitted of by l~is mailer . . 
\,Vhat went ye out for to fee? 
There appears to have been a milli_on mon brought : 

in•o the fi_elJ. 

His prefent was accepted of by his friends. 
-More than a thoufand of men were deftroyed. 
· It is my 'requeft, that he will be particular rn . 

fpe~king to the following points. 
The Saxons reduced the greatefl: part of Britain 

to their o,vn power. 
He Eves oppoG.te the Roy.al Excha.nge. 
Their houfe is firnated to the north-eaft :fide of 

the road. 
'fhe performance was approved of by all who un. 

der!tood it. 
He w::is accufed with having acted unfairly. 
She has an abhorrence to all deceii:ful conduct. 
They were fame diftance from homeJ when the· 

·accident happened. 
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His deportment was adapted for conciliating re-

gard. 

My father wr ites me very frequently. 

Their conduct ,vas agreeable with their profeffion. 

V{e-wei~t leifurely above ftairs, and came ha11i1y 

below. , We fhall write up ilairs this forenoon, and 

down fl:aii·s in the afternoon. . 

The politenefs of the world has the fame refem­

blance with benevolence, that the fhadow h:ts v. ith 

the fubil:ance .. 

He had a tafl:e of foch fl:udies) and purfoed them 

earneiHy. 

Vvhcn we have -had a true taf1:e for the pleafures_ 

of v.irtue, we on have no relifh of thofe of vice. 

How happy is it to know how to live at times by 

one's felf, to le,-1,ve one's felf in regret, to find one's 

felf again with pleafu re ! The wor.ld then is lefs ne­

ceffa.ry for us. 

Civility makes its way among every kind of per­

fons. 

I have been to London, after having refided ·a • 

year at F ranee; and l now live in Hlingtqn. , 

f 
RULE XVIII. 

ConjunSion1 connecl the fame modes and tmfls of rverb1f) 

and cajej of nouns and pronrJUns: as, '' Candour if to be 

approcved and prallijed _;'' " 1f thou Jince1 ely a'ejii ·e, and 

tarneflly purfue 'Virtue, jhe <1..vill aj/i1-redly he found by thee, 

and pro-ve a rich rer-ward ;" " :(he mafter taught her and ,, 

~5 

t 



EXERCISES. ( Rule XV III. 

me to write/' " He and jhe were Jchool-fellorw;." 
Gram. p. 142. 

If a man fay, I love God, and hateth his brother, 
he is a liar. 

Did he not tell thee his fault, and entreated thee 
to forgive him? 

l\1y brother and him arc tolerable grammarian-s. 
If he underftands the fubjecl:, and attend to it in­

du!l:rioufly, he can fcarcely fail of fuccefs. 
You and us enjoy many privileges. 
lf a man have a hundred fheep, and one of them 

is gone aftray, doth he not leave the ninety and nine, 
and goeth into the mountains, and feeketh that 
which is gone aftra y? 

She and him are very unhappily connected. 
To be moderate in our views, and proceeding 

temperately in the purfoit of them, is the beft way 
to enfurc fuccefs. 

Between thee and I there is fame difparity of 
years; but none between him and ilie. 

By forming themfelves on fantaftic models, and 
ready to vie with one another in the· reigning follies, 
the young begin with being ridiculous, and end in 
being vicious and immoral. 

VI e have met with many difappointments; and, 
if life continue, fhall probably meet with many more. 

Rank may confer influence, but will not ne~ef­
fariJy produce virtue. 

He does not want courage, but is defective in 
fenfibility 

Thefe people have indeed acquired great riches., 
but do not command efteem, 



Rule XIX.) SYNTAX. 

Our feafon of improvement is fhort ; and, whether 

ufed or not, will foon pafs away . 

He might have been happy, and is now fully con­

vinced of it. 
Learning ftrengthens the mind; and, if properly 

applied, would improve our morals too. 

RULE XIX. 

Some. conjunBions require the indicative, fame the Jub­

junBi-ve mode, after them. It is a general rule, that 

when Jomething contingent or doubtful is implied, the 

Jubjunlli-ve ought to be ufed: as, " If I -we;-e to write, 

he •would not regard it;" " lle rUJill not be pardoned, 

unle/s he repent. " 

Conjun/lions that ,are of a -pojiti-ve and abfalute na­

ture, require the indicaticve mode. " As virtue ad·van­

ces, Jo vir:e recedes_;" " He is healthy, becauje he is 

· temperate ." Gram. p. 143 . 

If an u·ntaught perfon chances to think right, he 

knows _not how to convey his thoughts accurately to 

another. 

Though he urges me yet more earnefl:ly, I !hal'l 

not comply, unlefa he advanc es more forcible rea­

fons. 

I {h'~Il walk in the fields to-day, unlefs it rains. 

As the governefs *ere prefent, the children be,_ 

haved decently. . 

She difapproved the meafore, becaufe it were very 

improper. 

His confu[ed behaviour, made it ' reafonaWe. to, 

fuppofe that he were guilty._ 
E6 
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'7he examples ri.JJhich follow, are Juited to the notes 

and ob_ftre>Jations, under Ru LE x Ix. 

It would be well, if the report was ~ly the mif­
reprefentation of her enemies. 

Though he falls, he D1all not be utterly caft dowri. 
Was he ever fo great and opulent, this conduce . 

would debate him. 

Though he were thy friend, he did not attempt 
to jufl:ify thy co'nduft. 

Unlefs he learns fafter, he will be no fcholar. 
Though the houfe be fmall, it is very convenient" 

I have laboured and wearied myfelf, that thou 
mayft be at eafe. 

He enlarged on thofe dangers, that thou mightft 
avoid them. 

Defpife n'ot any condition, left it happens to be 
thy own. 

Let him that is fanguine, take hted left he mif­
carnes. 

If he does but intimate his defire, it is fufficient 
to prompt obedience. 

Take care that thou breakeft not any of the efl:a­
blifhed rules. 

Though he be bigh, he hath refpect to the lowly. 
'Though I was perfect, yet would I not prefume. 
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On condition that he comes, I will confent to I'cay. 

However that affair terminates, my condua will 

be unimpeachable. 

Though the fact be extraordinary, it certainly 

did happen. 

Was I to enumerate all her virtu~s, it would look 

like flattery. 

0 ! that his heait was tender, and fofceptible of 

the woes of others. 

Remember what thou wert, and be humble. 

Sh:111 then this verfe to future age pretend, 

Thou wert my guide, philofopher, and friend? 

If a man prefer a life of indufhy, it is becaufe J1e 

has an idea of comfort i·n wealth; if he prefers a life 

of gaiety, it is from a like idea concerning pleafore. 

No one engages in that bufinefa, unlefs he be a 

great gainer by it, o·r hopes for fome iingular ad­

vantage. 

Thpugh the defign be laudable, and is favourable 

to our interefr, it will involve much anxiety and la­

bour. 

Neither the cold or the fervid, but characters uni­

formly warm, are formed for friendlhip. 

They are both praifeworthy, and one is equally 

deferving as the other. 

He is not as diligent and learned as his brother. 

I will prefent it to him myfelf, or direct it to be 

given to him . 

Neither defpife or oppofe what thou doll not un­

derftand. 
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The houfe is not as commodious as we expeB:ed 
it would be. 

I rnuft, however, be fo candid to own I have been 
miH:aken. 

There was fomething fo amiable, and yet fo 
piercing in his look, as affeB:ed me at once with 
love and terror. 

------" I gain 'd a fon ; 
"And fuch a fon, as all men hail'd me happy." 

The dog in the manger would not eat the hay 
himfelf, nor fuffer the ox to eat it. 

As far as I am able to judge-, the b0ok is well 
written. 

We !hould faithfuJly perform the trufl: committed 
. to us, or ingenuoufly relinqui!h the charge. 

He is not as eminent, and as much efreemed, as 
he thinks himfelf to be. 

The work is a dull p€rformance; and is neither 
capable of pleafing the underfl:anding, or the imagi­
nation. 

There is no condition fo fecure, as cannot admit 
of change. 

This is an event, which nobody prefumes upon, 
or is fo fanguine to hope for. 

We are generally pleafed with any little accom­
pli!hments cf body o·r min-cl. 

Be ready to fuccour foch perfons who need thy 
affifl:ance. 

The matter was no fooner propofed, but he pri­
v.a tely withdrew to confider it. 
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He has too much fenfe and prudence than to be­

come a dupe to fuch artifices. 

It is not fufficient that our conduct, as far as it 

ref peB:s others, appears to be unexceptionable. 

The refolution was not the lefs fixed, that the 

fecret was as yet communicated to very few. 

He oppofed the mofl: remarkable corruptions of 

the church of Rome, fo as that his doftrines were 

embraced by great numbers. 

He gained nothing farther by his fpeech, but only 

to be commended for his eloquence. 

He has little more of the fcholar befides the name. 

He has little of the fcholar than the name.• 

They had no fooner rifen, but they applied them­

felves to their ftudies. 

From no other infl:itution, befides the admirable 

one of juries, _ conld fo great a benefit be expected. 

Thofe favage people feemed to have no other ele­

ment but war. 

Such men that act treacheroufly ought to be 

avoided. 

Germany ran the fame riik as Italy had done. 

No errors are fo trivial, but they deferve to be 

mended. ,. 
•· 

RULE XX. 

When the qualities of di.fferent things are compared,· 

the !attar noun or pronoun is 1,ot goq_•erned by the conjzmc­

tion than or as, (for conjun8ions harve no go<Vernment of 

ctljes) hut agrees with the '7.Jerh, or is gorverned by the 

rv.erh or the prepqjitz'on, exprejfed or underjlood: as, 

~, Thou art rwifer than I;" that is, " than I am .• ': 
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" Cf'hiy lo-ved him more than me,·" that if, "more than 
they lo-ved me." " The fantiment is well expnffed by 
Plato, !mt much better !Jy Solomon than him; that is, 
H than by him." Gram. p. 148. 

In for.1e refpeas, we have had as many advanta. 
ges as them; but in the article of a good library, 
they have had a greater privilege than us. 

The undertaking was much better executed by his 
brother than he. · 

They are much greater gainers than me by this 
unexpeaed event. 

They know how to write as weJl as him; but he 
is a much better grammarian th~n them. 

Though fl1e is not fo learned as him, ihe 1s as 
much beloved and ref peaed . . 

Thefe people, though they po:ffefs more fhining 
qualities, are not fo proud as.him, nor fo vain as her. 

The folio-wing examples are aa'apted to the notes and 
ohfer·7.Jations under Ru L • x X. 

Who betrayed her companion? Nut me. 
Who revealed !he fecrets he ought to have· con­

cealed? Not him. 
\Vho related falfehoods to fcreen herfelf, and to 

bring an odium upon others? ·Not me; it was her. 
- There is but one in fanlt, and that is me. 

Vlhether he will be learned or no, mufl: depend 
on his application. 

RULE XXI, 

Cf'o a•void difagreeaMe repetitions, and to exprefs our 
/deas in ft-w rv.;ords, an ellipjis1 or omij/ion of Jome 'v,:ords, 
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fr frequently admitted: but when this <vJould ohfcure the 

flntence, weaken its f.r,rce, or be attended cz,vith an im­

propriety, the el!ipjis mvjf be fupplied. r lnjlead o.f faying, 

" He was a learned 111-an , he was a ,v;ife ma;z, and he 

was a good man;" we make ufe o.f the eflipjis and Jay, 
" lle cz,uas a learned, •wife, and good man." In the 

phraje, " Any two men ufed to think with freedom;" 

the :v.wds " who are" Jhould ha:ve /;een fupplied. " A 

beautiful field and trees," is not proper language. It 

jhould be " Beautiful fields and trees," or " .A beautiful 

field and fiae trees. Gram. p. 149. 

I gladly iliunn'd who gladly fled from me. 

And this is it men mean by difl:ributive juHice, 
, 

and is properly termed equity, 

His hon012r, interefi:, religion, were all embarked 

in this undertaking. 

When fo good a man as Socrates fell a victim to 

the madnefs of the people, truth, virtue, religion, 

fell with him. 
The fear of death, nor hope of life, could make 

him fubmit to a di!honefl: action. 

An elegant houfe and furniture were, by this 

event, irrecoverably lofc to the owner. 

CJ'he examples which follo<TJJ., are fuited to the notes and 

obfervations under Ru LE xx I. 

Thefe rules are ad<lrdfed to none but the intelli­

gent and the attentive. 

The gay and the pleafing are, fometimes, the 

moft infidious, and the moft dangerous companions. 

Old age will prove a joylefs and a dreary feafon, if 

.J. 
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we arrive at it with an unimproved, or with a cor­
rupted mind. 

The mor~ I fee_ of his conduct, I like him better. 
It is not only the duty, but intereft of young 

perfons, to be ftudious and dili.ge.nt. 

Thefe counfels were the dic1ates of .virtue, and 
the dilrates of true honour. 

Avarice and cunning may acquire an eftate; but 
avarice and cunning_ cannot gain friends. 

A tafre for ufeful knowledge, will provide for us 
a great and noble entertainme,nt, when others leave 
us. 

\Vithout firmnefs, , nothing that is great can be 
undertaken; that is difficult or hazardous, can be 
accompliilied . 

The anxious man is the votary of riches; the ne·­
gligent, of pleafure. 

His crimes had brought him into extreme diftre(s, 
and extreme perplexity. 

He has an affe8:ionate brother, and an arreB:ion­
ate fifl:er; and they live in great harmony. 

We muft guard againft either too great feverity, 
or facility of manners. 

We fhould often recollect what the wi:eft men 
have faid and written, concerning human happinefs 
and vanity. 

That fpecies of commerce will produce great 
gain or lofs. 
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Many days, and even weeks, pafs away' unim­

p·roved. 

This wonderful aftion ftruck the beholders with 

exceeding aftoniihment . 

The people of this country poffefs a healthy cli­

mate and foil. · 

They enjoy alfo a free confritution and laws. 

His repuntion and his efl:ate were both loft by 

gammg. 

This intelligence not only excited our hopes, but 

fears too. 

His conduct is not fcandalous; and that is the 

befl: can be faid of it. 

This was the perfon whom calumny had greatly 

abu[ed, and fofi:ained the injuftice with fingular pa­

tience. 

He difcovered forne qualities in the youth, of a 

difagreeable nature, and to hi~n were wholly unac­

countable. 

The captain had feveral men died in his fhip, of 

the fcurvy, 

He is not only fenfible and learned, but is reli­

. gious too. 

The Chinefe language <;ontains an immenfe nut?­

ber. of words; and who would lea!'Il them mufr pof­

fefs a great memory. 

By prefumption and by vanity, we provoke en­

mity, and we in<:ur contempt. 

In the circumftances I was at that time, my 

troubles preifed heavily upon me.. 
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He has defrroyed his confricution, by the very 

fame errors that fo many-have been deftroyed, 

He is temperate, he is difinterefied, he is benevo­
lent; he is an ornament to his family, and a credit 
to his profeffion. 

Genuine virtue fuppofos our benevolence to be 
firengthen°ed, and to be confirmed by principle. 

Perfeverance in laudable purfuits, will rewad all 
our toils, anl will produce effects beyond our cal-

• culation. 

It is happy for us, when we can calmly and deli­
berately look back on the pafr, . and can quietly an­
ticipate the future .. 

The facrifices of virtue will not only be rewarded 
hereafter, but recompenfed even in this life. 

All thofe poffeffed of any offices refigned their 
former commifi1on • .. 

If young perfons were determineJ to condufi: 
themfelves by the rules of virt 1 e, not only would 
they efcape innumerable dangers, b'.J.t COlnrfl:i.nd re­
fVicr from the licentious the;nfelves. 

Charles was a man of learning, knowledge, 
and benevolence; and, what is frill more, a trne 
"C:hrifiian. 

The temper of him who is always in the buftle of 
the world, will be often ruffled, and be often dif­
turbed. 

vVe often commend imprudently as well as cen­
fure imprudently. 

How a feed grows up into a tree, and the mind 
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acts upon the body, are -rnyfl:eries which we cannot 

explain_. 

Verily, there is a reward for the r~hteous ! There 

is a God that judgeth in the earth. 

Changes are almoft continually taking place, in 

men and in manners-, in opinions and in cuftorns, in 

private fortunes and public conduct. 

Averfe either to contradict or blame, the. too 

complaifant man ,goes along with the manners that 

prevail. , 

By this habitual indelicacy, the virgins f miled at 

-what they blufhed before. 

They are now reconciled to what they could not 

-formerly be prompted: by any confiderations. 

Cenfure is the tax a man pays the public for be­

ing emine.nt. 

Had I but ferved my Creator, with half the zeal 

I ferve<l my king, he would not have deferted me 

. in my old age. 

• , In.all ftations and conditions, the important rela­

tions take place, of mafl:ers and fervants, and huf­

bands and wives, and parents and children, and 

.brothers and friends, and citizens and fobjeB:s. 

Defl:itute of principle, he regarded neither his fa­

rnil y, nor his friends, nor his reputation. 

Religious perfons are often unjuftly reprefented 

as perfons of romantic character, ·vifionary notions, 

. unacquainted with the world, unfit to Eve in it. 

4 
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No rank, fl:ation, dignity of birth·, pofieffions, 

exempt men from contributing their iliare to ,public 
utility. 

Oh, my father! Oh, my friend! how great has 
been my ingratitude! 

Oh, Piety! Virtue! how infenfible have I been 
to your charms! 

That is a proper_ty moil: men have, or at leafl: may 
attain. 

Why do ye that, which is not lawful to do on the 
fabbath days? . 

The !hew-bread, which is not lawful to eat, but 
for the priefts alone. 

RtJLE XXII. 

All the parts of a fentence jhould correjpond to ead:, 
other, and a regular and dependent conjlruflion, through­
out, be carefully prejerved The following fentence is 
therefore inaccurate: " He was more beloved, but nqt 
fa much admired, as Cinthia " l\1ore requires than 
after it, which is no where found in the fentence. It 
jhould be, " Ile was more belo,.ved than Cinthia, but not 
fa much admired." 

Several alterations and additions have been made 
to the work. 

The firft propofal was e.flentially different, an.d 
inferior to the fecond. 
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· He is more bold and acl:ive, but not fo wife and 

.ftudious, as his c.ompanion. 

Thou heareil: the f~und of the wind, but can!l: not 

tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth. 

Neither has he, nor a~y other perfons, fufpecl:ed 

fo -much difiimulation. 

The court of France, or England, was to have 

been the umpire. 

In the reign of Henry II. all foreign com!flodi­

ti~s were plenty in England . 

. There is no talent fo ufeful fowards fuccefs in 

bufinefs, or which puts men more out of the reach of 

accidents, than that quality generally poife!fed by 

perfons of cool temper, and is, in common la~1guage, 

call~d difcretion. 

The firft project was to· !horten difcourfe, by cut~ 

ting polyfyllables into one. 

I !hall do all I can, to ps-rfuade others to take the 

fame meafures for their cure which I have. 

The great~Il: rnafters of critical learning differ 

among one another. 

Micaiah faid, if thou certa-inly return in peac~, 

· th,en hath not the Lord fpoken by me. 

I do not fuppofe, that we Britons V(ant a genius, 

more than the re!l: of our neighbours. 

The deaf man, w hofe ears were opened, and his 

tongue loofened, doubtlefs gloi:ified the great Phy­

fician . 
Grov,es, fields, and meadows, are, at any feafon 

of the year, pleafant to look upon; but never fo 

much as in the opening of the fpring. _ 



(Rule XXII. 
· The multitude rebuked them, becaufe they fhould 

hold their peace. 
The intentions of fome of thefe philofophers, nay 

of many, might and probably were good. , 
It is an unanf werable argument of a very refined 

age, the wonderful civilities that have paffed be­
tween the nation of authors, and that of readers 

It was an unfuccefsful undertaking; which, al­
though it has failed, is no objection at all to an en­
terprife fo well concerted. 

The reward is his due, and it has already, or wi.Jl 
hereafter be given to him. 

By intercourfe with wife and experienced perfons, 
who know the wo.rld, we may improve and rub off 
the ruft of a private and retired education. 

Sincerity is as valuable, and even. more valuable, 
than knowledge. 

No perfon was ever fo perplexed, or fuftained the 
~ortifications, as he has done to-day. 

The Romans gave, not only the freedom of the 
city, but capacity for employments, to feveral towns 
in Gaul, Spain, and .Germany. 

The conftable neither opened his gates to them. 
nor did the Duke of Burgundy bring him the fmalle.ft 
affiH:ance. 

Whatever we do fecretly fhall be difplayed and 
heard in the cleareft light. 

To the happinefs of poifeffing a perfon of fuch un­
common merit, Bcethius foon had the fatisfacl:ion of 
obtaining the highefi: honour his country ~ould be­
llow. 
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CH AP. II. 

Containing injlance! of falfa Syntax, promifcuoujly 
ar-ranged. 

SeElion I. 

Virtue and mutual confidence is the foul of friend­

ihi p. Where thefe are wanting, difgufi: or hatred 

often follow little differences. 

Time and chance happeneth to all men; but every 

-perfon do not perceive whom it is that govern tho(e 

powerful caufes. 

The acl:ivc mind of man never or feldorn refls Ct­
tisfied with their prefent condition, howfoever prof• 
perous. 

Habits mu.fr be acquired of temperance and of 

felf-denial, that we may be able to refifl: pleafure, 

and to endure pain, when either of them interfere 

with our duty. 

The error of refring wholly on faith, or on works, 

is one of thofe feducl:ions which moft eafiI y mii1eads 

men; under the femblance of piety, on the one hand., 

and of virtue on the other hand. 

It was no exaggerated tale; for !he was really in 
that [ad condition, that her friend reprefented her. 

An army prefent a painful fight to a feeling mind. 

The enemies who we have moil: to fear, are thofe 

of our 01,,vn hearts. 

Thou art the Meffiah, the Son of God, who wat: 

to come into the world, and hafl: been fo long pro ... 
mifed and defired, 
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Thomas difpofition is better than his 'brothers.; 

and he appears to be the happieft man: but fame 

degree of trouble is all mens portion. 

Though remorie fleep fometimes during proipe­

rity, it will awake furely in adverfity. 

It is an invariable law .to our prefent condition, 

that every pleafore that are purfued to excefs, con­

vert themfelves into· poifon. 

-If a man brings .into the folitary retreat of age a 

vacant, an unimproved mind, where no knowledge 

dawns, no ideas rife, which within itfelf has nothing 

to feed upon, many a heavy, and many a comfort­

Jefs day he mufr neceiTarily pafs. 

I cannot yield to foch difhonou rable -cond ult, 

neither at the prefent moment of difficulty, nor, 11 

trufi:, under no circnmfl:ances whatever. 

Themiftocles cpncealed the enterprifes of Paufa. 

nias, either thinking it bafe to betray the fecrets 

trufted to his confidence, or imagined it impoffible 

for fuch dangerous and ill-concerted fchemes to take 

elf ea. 
Pericles gained foch an afcendant over the minds 

of the Athenians, that he might be faid to attain a 

monarchical power in Athens. 

Chrift did applaud the liberality of the poor 

widow, who he had feen cafting her two mites in 

the treaiury. 

A multiplicity of little kind offices, in perfons 

frequently converfant with each other, is the bands 

of fociety and of friendfhip. 

To do goo<l to them that hate us, and, on no oc­

~ tafion, to feek revenge, is the duty of a Chriftia,n , 
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If a man profdfes a regard for the duties of reli­

gien, and neglect that of m'?rality, that man's reli-
.. . . ' 

g10n 1s vain. 

Affluence might give us ref peel, in the ·eyes of the 
vulgar. but will not recommend us to the wife and 
good. 

The polite, accomplifued libertine, is but mifer­
able amidfr all his pleafures: the rude inhabitant of 
·Lapland is happier than him. 

The cheerful and the gay, when warmed by plea­
fore and by mirth, lofe that fobriety and that felf­
a.enial, which is effcntial to the fopport of virtue. 

I knew thou wert not flow to hear the reque!l:s of 
thy obedient children. 

SeR. 2. 

'Reafon 's whole ple2Jure, all the joys of fen[e, 

Lies in three words, health, peace, and competence. 

'I-laving thus began to throw off the reftraints of 
·reafon, he was foon hurried into deplorable exceifes. 

Thefe arts have enlightened, and will enlighten! 
every perfon who fuall attentively frudy them. 

When we fucceed in our plans, it's not to be attri­
buted always to ourfelves; the aid of others often 
promote the end, and claim our acknowledgment. 

Their intentions were good; but wanting pruc 
dence, they mifl: the mark for which they aimed. 

I have not, nor !hall not confent to ~ propofal fo 
unjufr. 

We have fubjelted ourfelves to much expenfe, tlrn~ 
~hou mayfl: be well educated. 

Fz 
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This treaty was made at Earl Moreton the go­
-sernors cafi:le. 

Be efpecially careful, that thou givefl: no offence 
1 0 the aged or helplefs. 

The bufinefs was no fooner opened, but it was 
.cordially acquiefced in. 

As to his general conduct, he deferved punifh­
ment as much, or more, than his companion. He 
left a fon of a fingular character, and behaved fo ill 
that he was put in prifon. 

If he does but approve my endeavours, it will be 
. an ample reward. 

I intended to have written the letter, before he 
urged me to it; and, therefore, he has not all the 
merit of it. 

All the power of ridicule, aided by the defertion 
of friends, and the diminution of his eftate, were 
not able to fhake his principles. 

Jn his conduct was treachery, and in his words, 
faithlefs profeilions . 

Though the meafure be myfrerious, it is worthy 
· . of attention. 

Be folicitous to aid foch deferving perfons, who 
appear to be deftitute of friends. 

Ignorance, or the want of light, produces fen­
fuality, covetoufnefs, and thofe violent contefts with 
others about trifles, which occafions fo much mifery 
and crimes in the world. 

He will one day reap the reward of his labour, if 
h e is diligent and attentive. Until that period 

.comes, let him be contented and patient. 
,What we have, upon due confideration, once 
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adopted as rules of conducr, to thefe let us adhere 

firmly. 

He has little more of the great man bdides the 

title. 

Though he ,1:a~ my fuper ior in knowledge , he 

would not have thence a right to impofe his fenti­

ments. 

That pifLure of the Emperour's, is a very exact. 

rdemblance of him. 

How happy are the virtuous, who can refi in the 

protection of the powerful arm, who made the earth 

and the heaven! 

Profperity and advedity may be improved equally~ 

both the one and the other proceeds from the fame 

author. 

He acted conformable with his infl:ructions, and 

cannot be cenfured juftly. 

The orators did not forget to enlarge themfelves 

on fo popular a fubj eel:. 

The language of Divine Providence to the ex­

ertions of all human agents, is, " Hitherto !halt 

thou come and no farther." 

Idle perfons imagine, howfoever deficient they be 

in point of duty, they confult at· leaf!: their own fa~ · 

tisfaction. 

Good as the caufe is, it is one from which numbers..., 

are deferted. 

Every thing that 

and come to an end. 

Sea. 3. 

we here enjoy, change, decay; 

All float on the fur face of the 

~ 3 
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1iver, which is r:inning to a boundlefs ocean, with 
a fwift current. 

The winter has not been as fevere as we expected 
it to have been. 

Temperance, more than medicines, are the proper 
means of curing many difeafes. 

They underfland the praclical part better than 
h im; but he is much better acquainted with the 
theory th,m them. 

\1/hen we have once drawn the line, by intelli­
gence and precifion, oetween our duty and fin, the 
line we ought on no occafi.on to tranfgrefs. 

All thofe diftinguifhed by extraordinary ta1ents7• 

have extraordinary duties to perform. 
N o perfon could {peak ihonger on this fubjecl:., 

nor beh:we nobler, than our young advocate for the 
c.iufe of toleration'" 

His conducl: was fo provoking, that many will 
condemn him, and a fe,v will pity him. 

The peoples happinefs is the ftatefmans honour. 
We are in a perilous fituation. On one fide, and 

the other, dangers meet us; and eac.h extreme fball 
b e pe rnicious to vir tue . 

Several p ictures of the Sa rdinian king were tranf~ 
m itted to France. 

\V hen I h il faw h~m, he had grown conliderably. 
If we confL:lt the improvement of mind, or the 

health of body, i t is well known exercife is the great 
i nftrument for promoting both. 

1f it were them who acted fo ungratefully, they 
are doubly in fa ult , 
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vYhether virtue promotes our interefl or no, we 

mufl: ad here to her diftates. 

We iho!..lld b~ iblious to avoid too much indul­

o-ence, as well as reffraint, in our management of 
b 

-

c.hiLdrcn. 

No humJ.n happinefs is fo complete, as does not 

contain fome imperfe8:ion. 

His father crnnot hope for this fuccers, unlefs hie, 

fon b:: poffe!fcd of uncommon po•,yers, or applies 

himCci f with indefatigable labour. 

The houfe. frameJ a remonfl:rance, where the,y ­

fpoke with great freedom of the king's prerogatin. 

The conduEt which has been mentioned, is one of 

thofe artifices which feduces mea mofl eafily, under 

appearance of benevolence. 

This is the perfon who we are fo maclr obliged 

to, and who we expected to have feen, when the 

favour was conferred: 

He is a perfon of great property, b:it does not · 

poffefs the eil:eem of his neighbours. 

They were folicitous to ingratiate with thofe, who · 

it was <lifhonourable to favour. 

The gre:u diverfity which takes place among men, 

is not owing to a difl:incl:ion th·J.t nature made in 

their orig~nal powers, as much as to the foperior · 

diligenc~, with which fame h:i.ve improved thofe 

powers beyond others. 

While we are unoccupied in what i.s good, evil is · 

at hand continually. 

Not a creature is there that rr.ov~s, nor a vege­

table that grows, but what" when minutely examined, 

forni01 materials of pions admiration._ 

F 4 
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'\~rhat can be- the reafon of the committee having 

delayed this buftnefs? 
I know not whether Charles was the author, but 

.I und-erfl:oo:l it to be he. 
A goo<l and well-cultivated mind,-is far more pre­

ferable than rank or riches. 
Charity to the poor, when it is governed hy know­

ledge and prudence, there are no perfons who will' 
1;ot admit it to be a virtue . 

. His greatefi: concern, and highefi: enjoymen~ 
"\Yere to be approved in the fight of his Creator. 

Srfl. 4. 
\Vh~n we fee bad m~n to be honoured and pro­

fperous in the world, it is fome difcouragement to 
·irtue . 

The forniture was all pu:·chafed- at Wentworth's 
the jo~ner's. 

Every member of the body, every bone, joint► 
and mufcle, lie expofed to . many diforders; and the 
greatefr prudence or precaution, or the deepeft ikill 
of the phyfician, are not fofficient to prevent them. 

lt is right faid, that though faith jufl:ify us1 yet 
works mull j ufl:ify our faith. 

If an academy is efi:ablifhed for the cultivation of 
our language, _iet them il:op th€ licen[e of tranflators ;. 
whofe idlenefs and ignorance, if it be foffe1ed to 
proceed, will reduce us to babble a dialect of French. 

It is of great confequence that a teacher firmly 
believes, both the truth and importance, of thofe 
principles which h_e inculcates upon others; and that 
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he not only fpeculatively believes them, but h:is a 

lively and ferious feeling of them. 

It -is not the uttering, or the heating certain 

words, that confritute the worfhip of the Almighty. 

It is the heart that praifes, or prays. If the heart 

accompanies r.ot the words that are fpoken, we offer 

a facrifice of fools. 

Neither flatter or contemn the rich, or the great. 

He has travelled much, and paffcd through many 

ftormy feas and lands. 

You mufr be fenfible, that there is, and can be, 

no other perfon but me, who could give the infor­

mation defired. 

To be patient, reugned, and thankful, under af­

flictions and difappointments, demonftrate genuine 

wety, 

Alvarez was a man of corrupt principles, and of 

deteflable conduEt:; and, what is fl:ill worfe, gloried 

in his ihame. 

As foon as the fenfe of a Supreme Being is Iofl:., 

fo foon the great check is taken off which keep under 

re.11:raint the paffions of men.. l\1ean defires, low 

pleafures, takes place of the greater and the nobler 

fentiments which reaCon and religion infpires. 

\Ve fhould be careful not to follow the example of 

many perfons, to cenCure the opinions, manners, and 

cu/1:oms of others, merely becaufe they are foreign 

to US'. 

Ste.1dy a11plication, as well as genius. and abilities:, 

are neceffary to produce eminence. 

There is, in that feminary, feveral ftudents con• 

fiderably &illed in mathematical k1Jowledge, 

;F 5. 
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If Frovidence clothe the grafs of the field, and 
fuelters and adorns the flowers that every where 
grows wild amongft it, will he not clothe and pro­
tect his fervants and children much more? 

We are too often hurried with the violence of 
·pafiion, or with the allurements of pleafure. 

High hopes, and florid views, is cl: great enemy 
to tranquillity .. 

Year after year fl:eal fomething from us; till the 
decaying fabric totters of itfelf, and crumbles at 
length into dufl:. 

I intended to have finifhed the letter before the 
beare-r called, that he might not have been detained; 
but I was prevented by company. 

George is the mo.fl: learned and accomplifhed of 
!111 the other fl:udents, that belong to the feminary. 

This excellent and well-written treatife, with 
others th:it might be mentioned, were the foundation. 
of his love of ftud y •. 

Sell. 5. 
Many would exchange gladly their honours, 

beauty, ~nd ri'-hes, for that more quiet and humbler 
fia tion, which thou art now diffa.tisfied with. 

Though the fcene was a very afFeaing one, Louis 
fuowed a little emotion on the occafion. 

The climate of England is not fo pleafant as thofe 
of France, Spain, or Italy. 

Much o( the good and evil that happens to us in 
this worid, are owing to apparently undefigned and 
fortuitous events: but it is the Supreme Being w hicll 
fecretly directs and n:guhi.tes all things. 



Promifcuou s.} SYNTAX, 

To defpife others on account of their poverty, or 

to value ourfel ves for our wealth, are difpofitions 

highly culpable. 

This· ta!k was the ea lier performed, from the 

,;heerfulnefs with which he engaged in it. 

She lamented the unhappy fate of Lucretia, who 

feemed to her another name for chafiity. 

He has not yet caft off all the regard for decency; , 

and that is the moft can be advanced in his favour. 

The girls fchool was better conducted formerly, . 

than th~ boys. 

The difappointments he has met with, or the 1ofs 

of his much-loved friend, has occafioned a total de­

rangement of his mental powers. 

The concourfe of people were fo_ gre:it, that with 

difficulty we paffed through them. 

Al.I ~he women,- children, and treafure, whi_s:h re­

mained in the ci_ty, fell under the victor's power. 

They have already made great progrcfs in their 

ftuJie~, and, if attention and diligence continues, wiil 

foon fulfil the expeclations of their friends. 

1 t is amazing his propenfity to this vice, againfl: 

every principle of intereft and honour. 

Thefe kind of vices, though they inhabit the 

upper ci.rcles of life, are not 1efs pernicious, than 

thofe we meet with amongft~the lowe11 o~en. 

He acled agreeable to the dictates of prudence, 

though he were in a fituation exceeding delicate. 

If I had known the di~refs of my frienJ, it would 

be my duty, and it certa_inly woul_J have given me 

pleafure, to relieve him. 

F q 
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They admired the country-man's, as they called 

him, candour and uprightnefs. / 
'The new fet of curtains did not correfpond to the 

old pair of blinds. 
The tutor commends him for being more iludious 

than any other pupils of the fchool. 
Two principles in human nature reign ; 
Self-love, to urge, and reafon, to refl:rain : 
Nor that a good, nor this a bad we cali; 
Each works its end, to move or govern all. 

Temperance and exercife, howfoever little they 
may be regarded, they are the befl: means · of pre­
ferving health. 

He has greatly bleifed me; yes, even I, who, 
loaded with kindnefs, hath not been fufficiently 
grateful. 

No perfons feel the diftreffes of others, fo much 
as thofe that have experienced diftrefs themfelves. 

Setl. 6. 
Though, at firfl:, he begun to defend himfelf, yet 

when the proofs appeared .igainft him, he dared not 
any longer to contend. 

Many perfons will not believe but what they are 
fr ee from prejudices. 

The pleafure or pain of one paffion, differ from 
thofe of another. 

The court of Spain, who gave the order, were 
. ot aware of the confequence. 

lf the acquifitions he has made1 and qualified him 
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to be a ufeful member of fociety, fhould have been 

mifapplied, he will be highly culpable. 

There was much {poke and wrote on each fide of 

the q ueftion; but I have chofe to take part with 

neither. 

Was there no bad men in the world, who vex and 

diftrefs the good, they might appear in the light of 

harmlefs innocence; but could have no opportunity 

for difplaying fidelity and magnanimity, patience 

and fortitude. 

The moll: ignorant, and the moft favage tribes of 

men, when they have looked round on the earth, and 

on the heavens, could not avoid afcribing their origin 

to fome invifible, defigning caufe, and felt a pro­

penlity to adore their Creator. 

Let us not forget, that fomething more than 

gentlenefs and modefty, fomething more than com­

placency of temper and affability of manners, are re­

quifite to form a worthy man, or a true Chrifl:ian. 

One of the firfl:, and the moil common extreme in 

moral conduct, is placing all virtue in j uftice, or in 

generofity. 

It is an inflexible regard to principle, which has 

ever marked the characters of them who diftinguifhed 

themfelves eminently in public life; who patronized 

the caufe of jufl:ice againfl: powerful oppre!fors; in 

critical times, have fopported the falling rights and 

liberties of men; and re.fleeted honour on their 

nation and country , 

When it is with regard to trifles, that diverfity or 

contrariety of opinions fhow themfelves, it is childifu 

in the lafi degree, if this becomes the ground of 
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r eftranged affection. When, from fuch a caufe, there 

arife any breach of friendfhip, human weaknefs is 
difcovered then in a mortifying Eght In matters 
of ferious moment, the fentiments of the beft and 
worthiefl: might vary from that of their friends, ac­
cording as their lines of life diverge, or as their 
temper, and habits of thought, prefents objecls under 
different points of view. But with candid and 
liberal minds, unity of affeclion frill will be pre­
ferved. 

De:!ires and willies are the firft f pring of aclion~ 
When they become exorbitant, the whole of the 
characler is like to be tainted. If we fhould fuffer 
our fancies to create to themfelves, worlds of ideal 
happinefs; if we fhould feed our imagination with 
plans of opulence and of f plendour; if we fhould fix 
to our wifhes certain ftages of a high advancemen::; 
or certain degrees of an uncommon reputation, a:; the 
fole fl:ation of our felicity; the affured confequence 
foall be, that we will become unhappy under our 
prefent ftate; that we fhall be unfit for acting the 
part, an.cl for difch~rging the duties that belong to 
it; and we fhall difcompofe the peace and order of . 
our minds, _ and fhall foment many hurtful paffions~ 



PART IV. 

EXERCISES IN PUNCTUATION~ 

CH AP. I. 

Stntences which require the application of the Comma~ 

dijpofed under the particular rules • 
• 

RULE 1. Gram. 2.d Edit. p. 179. 

The tear of r~pentance brings its own relief. 

Manhood is difgraced by the confequences of 

neglected youth. 

1 dlenefs is the great fomenter of all corruptions i~ 

the !iuman heart. 

I-11 is honourable to be a friend to the unfortunate~ 

All finery is a fign of littlenefs. 

Slovenlinefs and indelicacy. of chara8:er commonly 

go hand in hand. 

The friend of order has mad.e half his way to 

virtue. 

Too many of the pretended friendfhips of youth 

are mere comb-i.nations in pleafure. 

The indulgence of harfh difp0fitions is the intr'® ... 

duction to future mifery. 

The interrnixture of evil in human fociety ferves 

to e~ercife the foffering graces and virtues of the 

good. 
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RULE II, 

Gentlenefs 1s rn truth the great avenue to mu­
tual enjoyment. 

Charity like the fon brightens all its obj eels. 
The tutor by inftruclion and difcipline lays the 

foundation of the pupil's future honour. 
Trials in this ftage of being are the lot of man. 
No affumed behaviour can always hide the reaL 

character. 
The b~ft men often experience difappointments. 
Advice fhould be feafonably adminiftered, 

RULE III. 

Self-conceit prefomption and obftinacy blafi: the -
profpeB: of many a youth. 

In our heal th life poffeffions connexions plea­
fores there are caufes of decay imperceptibly work­
ing. 

Difcompofed thoughts agitated paffions and a 
ruffled temper poifon every pleafure of life. 

Vicifiitudes of good and evil of trials and con­
folations fill up the life of man. 

Hea1th and peace a moderate fortune and a few 
friends furn up all the undoubted articles of tem­
poral felicity. 

We have no reafon to complain of the lot of man 
er of the world's mutability. 

RULE IV, 

An idle trifling fociety is near a-kin to foch as is 
torrupting. 
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Confcious guilt renders us mean-fpirited timo• 

rous and bafe. 

An upright mind will never be at a lofs to difcern 

what is j uft and true love! y honeft and of good. 

report. 

The vicious man is often looking round him with 

anxious and fearful circumfpecl:ion. 

True friendfhip will at all times avoid a carelefs 

or rough behaviour. 

Time brings a gentle and powerful opiate to al! 

misfortunes. 

RULE V, 

The man of virtue and honour will be trufl:ed re­

lied upon and efi~emed. 

:peliberate !lowly execute promptly. 

A true friend unbofoms freely advifes jufl:Iy 

affifts readily adventures boldly takes all patiently 

defends refolutely and ·continues a friend unchange­

ably. 

Senfuality contaminates the body deprefies the 

underftanding deadens the moral feelings of the 

heart and degra.des man from his rank in the crea­

tion. 

Jdlenefs brings forward and nourifhes many bad 

pailions. 

We muft il:and or fall by our o,vn conduct and 

characl:er. 

The man of order catches and arrefts the hours 

as they fly. 

The great bufinefs of life is to be employed in 
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do-ing j ufl:ly loving mercy and walking humbly 
with our Creator .. 

RULE VI. 

This unhappy pcrfon had often been feriouiiy af­
fectionately admonifhed but in vain. 

To live foberiy righteoufly and pioufly compre;;.­
hends the whole of our duty. 

'When thy friend is caluminated openly and boldly­
efpoufe nis caufe. 

Benefits fhould be carefully and gratefully remem-­
bered. 

RULE VII, 

True gentlenefs is native feeling heightened ancL 
improved by principle. 

The path of piety and virtue purfued with a firm ­
and confl:ant fpirit will affuredly lead to happinefs. 

Human.affairs are lin continual motion and flucl:u­
ation altering their appearance every moment and. 
palling into fome new forms. 

W·l1at can be faid to alarm. thofe ·of their danger. 
w.ho intox icated with pleafures become giddy and 
infolent who flattered by the illufions of profperity1 

make light of every ferious admonition which thei r 
friends and the c11anges of the world give them. 

RULE VIII, 

If from any internal caufe a m:rn's peace of mind 
be difl:urbed in vain we load him with riches or ho-
nours •. 



C.omma.J, PUNCTUATION. 

Gentlenefs delights above all things to alleviate 

difirefs and if it cannot dry up the falling tear to 

footh at leaf1: the grieving heart. 

Wherever Chrifrianity prevails it has difcoura.ged 

and in fome degree abolifhed ilavery. 

We may rei1 affured that by the fieady purfuit of 

virtue we jhall obtain and enjoy it. 

RULE IX. 

Continue my a·ear child. to make virtue thy prinr 

cipal ftudy. 

To you my worthy benefactors am I indebted un­

cler Providence for all I enjoy. 

Canfl: thou expeft thou betrayer of innocence to 

efcape the hand of vengeance. 

Come then companion of my toils let us take 

frefh courage perfevere and. hope to the end. 

RULE X. 

Peace of mind heing. fecu-red we may fmile at 

misfortunes. 

Virtue abandoned and confcience reproaching us 

we become terrified with imaginary evils. 

Charles having beiog deprived of. the help of. 

tutors his ftudies became totally neglected. 

To prevent further altercation I fubmitted to the 

terms propofed. 

To enjoy prefent pleafure. he- facrificed his future 

eafe and reputation. 

To fay the leaft they have betrayed great. want. -

of ,Prudence-. 
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RULE XI, 

Hope the balm of life fooths us under every mif­
fortu ne. 

Conten~ the offspring of virtue dweils both in 
retirement and in the active fcenes of life. 

Confucius the [ eat Chinefe philofopher was emi­
nently good as 1.ve1. as wife. 

The Patriarch J ofeph is an illufrrious example 0£-~ 
thaftity refignation and filial affection. 

RULE XJI. 

Nothing is fo oppofite to the true enjoyment of 
life as the relaxed and feeble ftat-e of an indolent 
mind. 

The rrlore one fpeaks of himfelf the lefs he likes 
to hear another talked of. 

Nothing mor_e fi:rongly inculcates refignation than 
the experience of our own inability to guide our­
felves. 

The friendfhips of the world can fubfifl: no longer-
than intereil: cements them. 

Expect no more from the world than it is able tOt 
afford you. 

RULE XIII, 

He· who is a flranger to induihy may poffefs but 
he cannot enjoy. 

Contrition though it may melt ought not to fink 
or overpower the heart of a Chrifl:ian. 

The goods of this world were given to man for 
his occafional refre.fhment not for his chief felicity. 
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It is the province of fuperiors to cirecl: of info ◄ 

riors to obey of the learned to be infrruclive of the 

ignorant to be docile of the old to be communica­

tive of the young to be advifable and diligent. 

Though unavoidable calamities make a part yet 

they make not the chief part of the vexations and 

farrows that diftrefs human life. 

Idle curiofity an inquifitive and meddling fpirit 

often interrupts the good order and breaks the peace 

of fociety. 

RULE XIV, 

Vice is not of fuch a nature that we can fay to it 

· ''hitherto fhalt thou come and no further." 

One of the nobleft of the Chriftian virtues is " to 

Jove our enemies." 

Many too confidently fay to themfelves " my 

mountain ftands il:rong and fhall never be moved." 

We are frriclly enjoined " not to follow a multi­

·tude to do evil." 

RULE XV, 

The gentle mind is like the fmooth .frream which 

-refl.e8:s every object: in its juft proportion and in its 

faire ft colours. 

Beware of rhofe ra!h. and dangerous connexions 

which may afterwards load thee with difhonour. 

Blind muft that man be who difcerns not the mofl: 

!triking marks of a Divine government exerci[ed 

over the world. 

It is labour only which gives the reli{h to pleafore. 



t 

[EXERCISES. '(Comma" 

In that unaffected civility which fprings from a 
gentle mind there is an incomparable charm. 

They who raife envy will eafily incur cenfure. 
- Many of the evils which occafion our complaints 
of the world are wholly imaginary. 

He who is good before invifible witneffes 1s emi­
nently fo .before the vifible. 

RULE XVI. 

The fumes which arife from a heart boiling with 
~iolent pailions never fail to darken and trouble the 
underftanding. 

If we delay till to-morrow what ought to be done 
to-day we overcharge the morrow w.ith a burden 
which belongs not to it . 

By whatever means we may at firft attract the at­
tention we can hold the efteem and fecure the hearts 
of others only by amiable difpofitions and the ac­
compliiliments of the mind. 

If the mind fows not corn it plants thiJ11es. 
One day is fofficient to fcatter our profperity and 

bring it to nought. 
Graceful in youth is the tear of fympathy and the 

heart that melts at the tale of wo. 
The ever active and reH:lefs power of thought if 

not employed about what is good will naturally and 
unavoidably engender evil. 

He who formed the heart is certainly-confcious to 
what paffes within it. 

To be humble and modeft in opinion to be v1g1-
lant and attentive in conduct to diftruft fair appear-
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. ances and to refl:rain rafh defires are infl:ruclions 

which the darknefs of our prefent fl:ate fhould ftrongly 

inculcate. 

RULE XVII. 

'If opulence increafes our gratifications it increafes 

-in the fame proportion our defires and demands. 

He w hofe willies refpecl:ing the pofleffions of this 

world are the moil: reafonab],e and boµnded is likely 

to lead the fafeft and for that reafon the moil: de­

firable life. 

By afpiring too high we frequently m.ifs the hap­

pinefs which by a lefs ambitious aim we might have 

gained. 

B-y proper management we prolong our time we 

live more in a few years than others do in many. 

In your moft fecret acl:ions foppofe that you have 

all the world for witneffes. 

In youth the habits of induftry are moil eafily ac­

quired. 

What is the right path few take the trouble of.in~ 

qu1nng. 

RULE XVIII, 

Providence never intended that any ftate here 

.fhould be either completely happy or entirely mifer­

al>le. 

As a companion he was fevere and fatirical as a 

friend captious and dangerous in his dome!lic fphere 

harfh jealous and irafcible. 

Jf the Spring put forth no bloifoms in Summer 
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-there will be no beauty and in Autumn no fruit So 
if youth be trifled away without improvement man­
hood will be contemptible and old age miferable. 

RULE XIX. 

Be affured then that order frugality and reco~ 

11omy are the necelfary fupports of every perfonal 
and private virtue. 

J proceed fecondly to point out the proper ftate 
of our temper with refpeet to one another. 

Here every thing is in Hir and fh1tl:uation there 
all is ferene ftead y and order I y. 

I !hall make fame obfervations firll: on the exter­
nal and next upon the internal condition of man. 

Sometimes timidity and falfe ihame prevent our 
oppofing vicious cuftorns frequently expeclation and 
intereft impel us ftrongly to comply. 

CHAP. II. 

Sentences requiring the infertion qf the Semicolon a11d 
Comma. Gram. p. 185. 

That darknefs of charatl:er where we can fee no 

-heart thofe foldings of art through which no native 
affetl:ion is allowed to penetrate prefent an object 
unamiable in every feafon of life but particularly 
odious in youth. 

To give an early preference to honour ab9ve 
gain when they ftand in competition to defpife 
every advantage which cannot be attained withou t 
di!honefl: arts to brook no mea nnefs and to ftoop to 

2 
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no diilimulation are the indications of a great mind 

the prefages of: future eminence and ufefulnefs in 

life. 

As there is a worldly happinefs which God per­

.ceives to be no other than difguifed rnifery as there 

are worldly honours which in his e!l:imation are re­

proach fo there is a worldly wifdom which in his 

:fight is fooliihn·efs. 
~ . 

The pailions are the chief deftroyers of our peace 

-the ftorms and ternpefts of the moral worl'd. 

Heaven is the region of gentlenefs and friendfhip 

Hell of fiercenefs and animofity. 

The path of truth is a plain and a fafe path that 

of falfehood is a perplexing maze. 

ModeHy is one of the chief ornaments of youth 

and has ever been e!l:eemed a prefage of rifing merit. 

Life with a fwift thoufl"h infenfible courfe o-lides 
o b 

away and like a river which .undermines its banks 

gradually irnpairs our ftate. 

The violent fpirit like troubled waters renders 

back the images of things difl:orted and broken and 

communicates to them all that difordercd motion 

whiclt arifes foleJy fra.m its own agitation. 

Levity is frequently the forced produaion of foily 

or vice cheerfolnefs is the natural offspring of wif­

dom 21.nd virtue only. 

Perfons who live according to order may be com­

.pared to the cc1e.l1:ial bodies which move in regular 

-courfes and by 11:ated laws whofe influence i_, bene­

ficent whofe operations are quiet a.,,d tranquil. 

G 
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C·H A·P. III. 

Sentences requiring- the application of the Colon, ·&c. 
Gram. p. · 186. 

THE three great enemies to tra-nq-uillity are vice 
fuperfiition and idlenefs vice . which poifons and 
dillurbs , the mind with bad ,paffions fuperftition 
which fills .it .with imaginary terrors idlenefs which 
loads it with .. tedioufnefs and difgufi:. 

To fail on the tra11_quil furface of an unruffled lake 
and to fleer a Jafe courfe throllgh a troubled and 
ftormy ocean require differe11t talen.ts and alas hu­
man life oftener refembles the ftor,my, .o~ean than 
the unruffled lake. 
. When we look forward to the year which is. be­

ginning what do we behold there All my brethren 
is a bl;:i.nk to _our_ view a dar~ _unknown prefents it­
f~lf . 
. Happy would the.poor man think himfelf if he 
could ep t_er;C_Q. all .the treafures of the rich and happy 
for a iliort_ time he -might be but before he had long 
contemplated and admired his fi:ate his po!feffions 
would feem to leffen and his cares would grow. 

By doing or at leaft endeavouring to do our .duty 
to. God and man by acquiring a humble trufi: in the 
mercy and favour of God through Jefus Chrift by 
cultivating our minds and properly employing our 
time and thoughts by governing our paffions and 
our temper by correcting all unreafonable expecl:­
ations from the world and from men and in the 

4 
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rnidft of worldly bufinefs habituating ourfelves to 

calm retreat and ferious recolleclion by fuch means 

as thefe it may be hoped that through the Divine 

bleffing our days fhall flow in a ftream as unruffied 

as. the human ftate admits. 

A Metaphor is a comparifon expre!fed in an 

abridged form but wjthout any of the wonls that 

denote comparifon as " To the upright there arifeth 

light in darknefs" 

All our conduct towards men !hould be influenced 

by this important precept " Do unto others as you 

would that others fhould do unto you." 

Philip 111. king of Spai.n when he drew near the 

end of his days ferioufly reflell:ing on his paft life 

and greatly affecred with the remembrance of his 

mifpent time expreffed his deep regret in thefe terms. 

Ah how happy would it have been for me had I 

fpent thefe twenty three years that I have held my 

kingdom in retirement. 

Often is the fm-ile of gaiety a!fumed whilft the 

heart akes within though folly may laugh guilt will 

fiing. 

There is no mortal truly wife and reftlefs at once 

wifdom is the repofe of minds. 



EXERCISES. ( Peri-od, 

CH AP. IV. 

,Sentences which require the infirtion of tkPeriod, &c. ~ 

Gram. p. I 87. 

THE abfence of Evil is a real Good Peace ~iet 
exemption from pain fhould be a continual feafl: 

Worldly Jiappinefs ever tends to deftroy itfelf by 
corrupting the heart It fofters the loofe and the 
Violent Pailions It engenders noxious Habits and 
taints the mind with falfe Delicacy which makes it 
feel a Thoufand unreal Evils 

Feeding the hungry clothing the Naked com;. 
farting the afflicted yield more Pleafure than we re­
ceive from thofe actions which refpect only Ourfelves 
Benevolence may in this view be termed the mofl: 
refined Self-love 

The Refources of Virtue remain entire when the 
Days of Trouble come They remain with us in 
Sicknefs as in Heaith in Poverty as in the midft of 

% As every learner knows, that the firfl word in.a fentence 
mufl: have a capital letcer, there would be li :tle exercife of his 
judgment, in applying the period, if no words were diflin­
guiibed by capital letters, but fuch as propriety required. The 
compiler has, therefore, in this and the following chapters, 
affixed capitals to many words, wh:ch ibould properly begin 
with fmall letters. This method, bdides the ufe ch iefl y in­
tended, will alfo ferve to exercife the P.uc!ent in the proper ap­
plication of c:ipital letters, and, at the fame time , p1eferve the 
page fr0m the 1.1ncouth appearance of fentenc es beginning wiLh. 
fmall ch :m1 8.ers. 
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Riches in our dark and folitary Hours no lefs than 

when furrounded with Friends and cheerfol Society 

The mind of a Good Man is a kingdom to him .. nd 

he can always enjoy it 

\Ve ruin the Happinefs of life \rhen we attempt to 

raife it too High A tolenble and comfortable State 

is a!l that we c;:;.n propofe to ourfelyet on Earth 

Peace and Contentment not Blifs nor Tranfport is 

the full Pcrtion of Man Pcrfrcl joy is referved for 

Heaven 

If we lco!~ a -o~;n<l us y,-e .flull perceive that the 

Whole UI,iverfc is full of Active Powers Acl:ion 

is indeed the Genius of Nature By Motion and. 

exertion the Syfrcm of Being is preferved in Vigour 

By its different parts always acting in Subordination 

one to another the Perfecl:ion of the Whole is car-
, 

ried on The Heavenly Bodies perpetually revolve 

Day and Night inceffantly repeat their appointed 

courfe Continual operations are going on in the 

Earth and in the Waters Nothing fiands ftill 

Conftantine the Great was advanced to the fole 

Dominion of the Roman World AD 3 2 5 and foon. 

after openly profeffed the Chriftian ~aith 

The Letter concludes with this Remarkable Poft­

fcript " PS Though I am innocent of the Charge 

and have been bitterly perfecuted yet I cordially 

forg1 ve my Enemies and Perfecutors" 

The lafl: Edition of that valuable Work was care­

folly compared with the Original MS 



EXERCISES. ( Interrogation, &e. 

CHAP. V. 

Sentences rt'quiring the application of the Dajh; qf 
the Notes of Interrogation and Exclamation; and of 
the Parenthetical charaHers, Gram. p. 188. -

BEAUTY and Strength combined with Virtue and 
Piety how lovely in the fight cf men how pleafing 
to Heaven peculiarly pleafing becaufe with every 

Temptation to deviate they voluntarily walk in the 

Path of Duty 
Something there is more needful than expeufc 

And fomething previous e'en to tail:e tis fenfe 

" I'll live to morrow" will a wife man fay 
To morrow is too late then live to day 

Gripus has long been ardently endeavouring to 

£11 his Chdl: and lo it is now foll Is he happy and 
<loes he ufe it Does he gratefully think of the Giver 
of all good Things Does he diftribute to the Poor 
Alas Thefe Interefrs h:we no place in his breafl:, 

\Vha t is there in ail the pomp of the world the 
Enjoymel'lts of Luxury the Gratification of Paffion 

comparable to the tran quil Delight of a good Con­
fcience 

To lie down on the Pillow ~dter a Day fpent in 
Temperance in beneficence and in Piety how f weet 

1S lt 
'VI' e wait till to morrow to be Happy alas V/hy 

:not to day Shai1 we be younger Are we fore we 

1ha11 be healthier \Vill our pailions become feebler 

and onr love of the world lefs 
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What fhadow can be 'mo"re vain than the life of a 

great Part of ~Mankind Of all that - eager and bufl:­

ling Cro:.vd which we behold on Earth how few d-if­
cover the Path of 'true Happiriefs How· few can we 

find whofe Activity has not been mifemployed and 

whofe courfe terminates not-.in Confeffions of Dif­
appointments ,· 

On the one hand arc the Divine approbadon and 

immortal Honour on the other remember and be­

ware are the Stings of Confcience and endlefs Infamy 

As in riper Years all unfeafonable Returns to the 

Levity of Yout-h ought to be laid afide an Admo­

nition which equally belongs t0 both the Sexes ftill 
more are we to guard againft thofe intemperate In­

dulgences of Pleafure to which the Young are Un• 

happily prone 

The blifs of man could pride that bleffing find 

Is not to act or think beyond mankind 

Or ·why fo Jong in life if long can be. 

Lent Heav'n a parent to the poor and me 

CHAP. VI. 

Proinifmou.r examples if deftBive Punfluation. 

Sefl. L 

EXAMPLES IN PROSE. 

WHEN Soc-rates was afked what man approached 

the nearefl: to perfect Happinefs he anf we red That 

Man who has the fewefl: Wants 

G4, 



EXERCISES. ( Promifcuous. 

She who fh:dies her Gfafs neglects her Heart. 
Between Pailion and Lying there is not a Fingers 

breadth 

The freer we feel ourfelves in the Prefence of 
others the more free are they he who is free makes 
free 

Addifon ha.3 remarked with equal Piety and Truth 
that the Creation is a perpetual Feaft to the Mind 
of a Good Man 

He who iliuts out all evaf.on when he promifes. 
loves Truth 

The laurels of the \Varriour are dyed in Blood 
an.cl bedewed with the Tears of the V/idow and the 

. Orphan , 
Between Fame and trne Hor.our a Diftint1io11 is 

to be made The former is a loud and noify Applaufo 
the latter a more filent and internal Homage Fame 
floats on the Breath of the Mult i tude Honour refts 
on the Judgment of the Thinking Fame · may give 
Praife while it withholds Efreem true Honour im­
plies Efteem mingled with ref peel The one regards 
P ~rticular difl:inguifhed Talents the other looks up 
to the whole Character 

T here js a certain Species of Religion if we can 
give it that Name which is placed wholly in Specu­
la tion and Belief in the Regularity of external Ho­
mage or in Fiery Zeal about contefl:ed Opinions 

Xenophanes who was reproacl1ed with being ti­
morous becaufe he would not venture his Money in 
a G a me a t D ice made this manly and fenfible Reply 
J confefs l am exceedingly timorous for I da(e not 
commit an ev il Action 
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He loves nobly I fpeak of Friendfhip who is not 
jealous when he has Partners of Love 

Our Happinefs confifts in the Purfuit much more 
than in· the Attainment of any Temporal Good 

Let me repeat it He only is Great who ha~ the 
Habits of Greatnefs 

Profopopoeia or Perfonification is a Rhetorical 
Figure by which we attribute Life and Action to 
inanimate objech as The Ground thirfi:s for Rain the 
Earth f miles with Plenty 

The proper and rational Conduct of Men with 
Regard to Futurity is regulated by two Conf1derations 
Fir1l: that much of \1/hat it contains mufl: rer.1ain to 

us ab[olutely Unknown Next that there are alfo 
Some Events in it which may be certainly known 
and forefeen 

The Gardens of the world produce only deciduous 
Flowers Perennial ones muft be fought in the De­
lightful Regions Above Rofes without Thorns are . 
the Growth of Paradife alone · 

How many rules and maxims of Life might be · 
fpared could we .fix a principle of Virtue \vithin and 
infcribe the living Sentiment of the Love of God in 
the affection He who · loves righteoufnefs is Mafter 
of all the Difiincti<:ns in Morality 

He who from the Benignity of his Nature erecl:ed 
this World for the· Ab-ode of Men He who furnifhed 
it fo r_ichly for our accommodation and ftored it· 
with fo much Beauty for our Entertainment He who 
fince firft we entered into Li.fe hath followed us with 
fuch a Variety of Mercies this Amiable and Bene­
fi.cent Being furely can have no Pleafure in our Dif­
a.ppointment and Diftrefs He knows our Fram·e he 

G. 5 
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remembers . we are Dufr and looks to frail Man we 
are alfured with fuch Pity as a Father beareth to 
.his children 

One of the firft Leffons both of Religion and of 
"\Vifdom is to moderate our Expectations and Hopes 
and not to fet forth on the Voyage of Life like Men 
who expect to be always carried forward with- a fa­
vourable Gale Let us be fatisfied if the Path we 
tread be eaf y and . fmooth though it be not ft rewed 
with Flowers 

Providence never intended that the Art of living 
happily in this World fhould depend on that deep 
Penetration that acute Sagacity and thofe Refine­
ments of Thought which few poifefs It has dealt 
more Gracioufiy with us and made Happinefs de­
pend on Uprightnefs of Intention much more thaa 
on Extent of Capacity 

Moft of our Paffions flatter us in their ~ife But 
t heir Beginnings are treacherous their Growth is 
imperceptible and the Evils which they e::arry ia 
their Train lie concealed until their Dominion is 
eftablifhed What Solomon fays of one of them holds 
true of them all that their Beginning is as when one 
Ietteth o.ut Water It iffues from a frnall Chink which 
once might have been eafily flopped but being 
neglected it is foon widened by the Stream till the 
Bank is at laft totally thrown down and the Flood is 
at Liberty to deluge the whole plain 

Profperity debilitates infi:ead of ftrengtheni ng 
the Mind Its rnoft common effect is to create an 
extreme fenfibility to the fl ig.hteft Wound It fo. 
ments impatient Defires and raifes Expettatior.,s 
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which no Succefs can fatisfy It fofl:ers a falfe Deli­

cacy which fie.kens in the rnidfl: of indulgence By 
repeated Gratification it blunts the feelings of Men 

to what is pleafing and leaves them unhappily acute 

to whatever is uneafy Hence the Gale which ano ­

ther would fcarcel y feel is to the prof perous a rude 

Tempeft Hence the Rofe-leaf doubled below them 

on the Couch as it is told- of the effeminate Sybarite 

breab their Reft Hence the Difrefpect fuown by 

l\for<lecai . preyed with fuch .Violence on the He~rt 

of Haman 
Anxiety- fs the .Poifon of Human · Life It is the 

Parent of many Sins and of more Miferies In a 

vVorrd where every Thing is fo doubtful where we 

ma.y ·focceeJ in our Willi and be miferable where 

we 0may be difappointed 2.nd be blefl: in the Difap­

pointment what means this refl:lefs Stir and Com­

motion of Mind Can our Solicitude ~lter the Courfe 

or unravel the Intricacy--of Human Events Can ou r 

Cut:iofity pierce through the Cloud whicl:i the Su­

preme Being -h~th made impenetrable to Mortal Eye 

No fituation is fo remote and no Station fo unfa­

vourable. as to prec-lude accefs -to the happinefs of a 

foture State A Road -is opened by the Divine Spirit 

·to thofe blifsful Habitations from all Corners of the 

Earth and from all Conditions of Human Life from 

the peopled City an<l from the Solitary Defert from 

the Cottages of the Poor and from the Palaces of 

Kings from the Dwellings of Ignorance and Sim­

plicity and from the Regions ofScience and Improve~ 

ment 

The· Scenes w}1ich prefent themfelves a t ou r ente r .. · 

G6 
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ing upon the World are commonly flattering What­
ever they be in themfelves the lively Spirits of the 
Young gild every opening Profpecl The Field of 
Hope appeJ.rs to fl:retch \Vide before them Pleafore 
feems to put forth its Bioifoms on every Side Im-

. pelled by Defire forward they rufh with inconfide­
nte Ardour prompt to decide and to choofe averfe 
to hefitate or to Inquire credulous becaufe untaught 
by Experience rafh becaufe Unacquainted with Dan­
ger headfhong becaufe unfubdued by Difappoint-

' ment Hence arife the Perils to which they are ex-
pofed and which too often from want of Attention 
to faithful Admonition precipitate them into Ruin 
irretrievable 

By the unhappy Exceffes of irregular Pleafure in 
Youth how many ami ci ble Difpofitions are corrupted 

• or defrroyed How m:rny riGng Capacities and Pow­
ers are fuppre:ffed How many flattering Hopes of 
Parents and Friends are totally extinguifned Who 
but rnufl: drop a Tear over Human Nature when he 
beholds that Morning which arofe fo bright overcaft 
,vith focl_i untimely Darknefs that Sweetnefs of Tem­
per which once engaged many Hearts that Modefty 
which was fo prepofleHir.g thofe Abilities which pro­
mifed extenfive Ufefolnefs all facrificed at the Shrine 
of low Senfoaiity and one who was formed for paff­
ing through Life in the rnidft of Public Efteem cut 
off by his Vices at the .Beginning of his Courf e or 
funk for the whole of it into Infignificancy and Con­
tempt 'Thefe O :finful Pleafure are thy Trophies It 
'is thus that co-operating with the Foe of God and 
Man thou degradeft Human Honour and blafteft the 
orening Profpecl:s of Human Felicity 
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Seel. 2. 

EXAMPLES IN POETRY. 

,Vhere thy true treafure Gold fays not in me 

And not ir1 me the Dimond Gold is poor 

The fcenes of bus nefs tell l13 What are men 

The fcenes of pleafure What is all befide 

Wo then apart if wo apart can be 

From mortal man and fortune at our nod 

The gay rich great triumphant and augufl: 

What are they The moft happy flrange to fay 
Convince me rnofl: of human mifery 

All this dread order break for whom for thee 

Vile worm Oh madnefs pride impiety. 

l\1an like the ·gen rous vine fupported lives 

The ilrength he gains is from th embrace he· gives 
[ 

Know natures children fhall divide her care 

The fur that warms a monarch warm d a bear 

While man exclaims fee all thing5 for my ufe 
See man for mine replies a pamper d goofe 

And ju(t as !hort of reafon he mufl: fall 
Who thinks all made for one not one for all 

Th Almighty from his throne on earth furyeys 

Nought greater than an honefl: humble heart 

An humble heart his refidence pronounc d 
His fecond feat 

Blifs there is none but unprecarious blifs 

That is the gem fell all and purchafe that 

Why go a begging to contingencies 

Not gain d with eafe nor fafely lov d if gain d 
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There is a time when toil muft be preferr d 
Or joy by miil:im d fondne!s j., undone 
A man of pleafure is a man of pains 

Thus nature gives 11s let it check our pride 
The virtue nearefi: to our vice allied 

See the fo \e hE!s Heav n could on all beffow 
\V hich who but feels can talte but th in ks can know­
Y et poor with fortune and with learning blind 
T he bad mull: mifs the g ood un taught will find 

\Vhatever is is right This world tis true 
\ V e1s made fo r C~far but for Titus too-
And which more b ldl: who chain d his country Gy 
O r he who:e virtue figh d to Jofe a day 

The firlt fore fymptom of a mind in health 
Is reft of heart and pleafure felt at home 

Trne h3ppinefs re:Gdcs in things unfecn• 
No fmiles of fort-une ever blefs the bad 
Nor cau her frowns rob innocen::e of joy 

Oh the dark days of vanity while here 
How taftelefs a-nd how terrible when gone 
Gone they ne er go when . paft they haunt us fliH 

Father of light and life Thou good fupreme · 
0 teach me what is good Teach me thyfelf 
Save me from folly vanity and vice 
From ev ry low purfuit and feed my foul 
With-'k.nowledge confcious peace and virtue pure­
Sacred fubftantial never fading blifs 

If I am right thy grace impart 
Still in the right to ftay 

]f I am wrong Oh teach my heart 
To find that better way· 



Promifcuou.r.) PUNCTU.A TION. 

Save me alike from fooli{h pride 

Or impious <lifcontent 

At aught thy wifdom-h:is denied 

Or aught thy goodmfs lent 

0 loll to virtue lofl: to manly thought 

Loft to the noble fallies cf the fonl 

Vvho think it folitude to be alone 

Communion fweet communion large and high 

Our reafon guardian angel and our G od 

Then neardt thefe when others rnof!: remote 

And all ere long !hall be remote but tbefe 

Benevolence 

God loves from whole to parts but human foul 

Mufr rife from individual to the whole 
' 

Self love but ferves the virtuous mind to wake 

As. the frnall pebble fl:irs the peaceful lake 

The centre mov d a circle ftraight fuccee<ls. 

Another ftill and !till another fpreads 

Friend parent neighbour firll it will embrace 

His country next and next all human race 

\Vide and more wide th o erflowing.s of the mind, 

Take ev ry creature in of ev ry kind 

Earth [miles around with boundh:fs bounty bleft 

And Heav n beholds its image in his breaft: 

Happineft 

Know then tl_lis truth enough for man to kno.w 

Virtue alone is happinefs below 

The only point where human blifs ftands frill 

And taftes the good without the fall -to ill 

Where only merit con.ft-ant pay receives 

Is bleft in what it takes and what it gives 



EXERCISES. 

The joy unequ:ill d if its end it gain 
An,t if it lofe attended with no p:1in 
'\Vithout fatiety tho e er fo blefs d 

( Promifcuous. 

And but more relifh d as the more difrrefs d 
The broadefl: mirth unfeeling folly wears 
L c[s pleafing far than virtues very tears 
Good from each objecr from each place acquir & 
For ever exercis d yet never tir d 
:Never elated while one mans opprefs d 
Pever dejecl:e<l while another s blefs'J 
And where no wants no \Yi(hes can remain · 
Since but to wi{h more virtue is to gain 

Gratitude 

'V/hen all thy mercies O my God 
My rifing foul furveys 

Tranfported with the view I m loi1: 
In wonder love and _praife 

0 how fuall words with equal warmth 
The gratitude declare 

That glows within my ravifh d heart 
But thou can!l: read it there 

Thy providence my life fu!tain d 
And all my wants redrefs d 

When in the filent womb I lay 
And hung upon the breafl: 

To all 'my weak complaints and cries 
Thy mercy lent an ear 

Ere yet my feeble thoughts h:i.d learnt 
To form themfelves in pr;.iy r 



Promifcuous.) PUNCTUATION. 

Unnurnber d comforts to my foul 

Thy tender care beftow d 

Before my infant heart conceiv <l 

From whom thofe comforts fL.>w d 

,vhen in the flipp ry paths of youtf1 

With heedlefs fi:eps I ran 

Thine arm unfeen co1wev d me fafo 
J 

And led me up to man 

Throns-h hidden dangers toils and deaths 

It gently clear d my way 

And through the pleafing fnares of vice 

More to be fear d than they -

V/hen worn with ficknefs oft haft thou 

\,Vith health renew cl my face 

And when in fins and forrows fonk 

Reviv d my foul with grace 

Thy bounteous hand with world I y b!ifs 

Has made my cup run o er 

And in a kind and faithful friend 

H,.is doubled all my ft:ore 

Ten thoufantl thoufand precious gifts. 

My daily thanks employ 

Nor is the leaft a cheerful heart 

That taftes thofe gifts with joy 

Through ev ry period of my life 

Thy goodnefs I'll pmfoe 

.And after death in diftant worlds 

The glorious theme renew 

\Vhen nature fails and day ancl night 

Divide thy works no more 

My ever grateful heart O Lord 

Thy mercy fhall 3,dore 
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Through all eternity to thee 
A joyful fcng I 11 r;;.ife 

For O eternity s tuo f'nort 
To utter all thy praife. 

:I he Voyage of Life 
3elf flatter d 1.lnexperienc d high .in hope 

( Promifcuotu. 

When young with fanguine cheer and ftreamtrs gaf 
\Ve cut our cable lau·nch into the world 
A nd fondly dream each wind and ftar our friend 
All in fome darling enterprife embark d 
But where is he· can fathom its event 
Amid a multitude of artlefs hands 
Ruins fure'perqui!ite her lawful prize 
Some freer aright but the black blaft blows hard 
And puffs them wide of hope With hearts of proof 
F ull againft wind and tide Jome win their way 
And when ftrong effurt -has deCer,v d the pmt 
And tugg d it into view t is won tis loft 
Though ftrong their oar ftill ftronger is their fate: 
They {trike and while they triumph they expire 
In frrefs of weather mo.fl fame fink outright 
0 er them and o er their names the billows clofe 
To morrow knows not they were ever born 
Othe,·s a ihort memorial leave behind 
Like a flag floating when the bark s ingulph d 
It floats a moment and is feen no more 
One Crefar lives a thoufand are forgot 
How ferw favour d by ev ry element 
With fwelling fails make good the promis d port -
With all their willies freig_hted Yet ev n thefe 
Freighted with all their wifhes foon compfain 
Free from misfortune not from nature free 
They frill are men. and when is man fecure 
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As fatal time asjlorm The ru/h of-years 

Beats down their H:rength their numberlefs efcapes 
In ruin end and now their proud fuccefs 

B-ut plants new terrorii on the victors brow 
,vhat pain to quit the world jufi: made their own 

Their r.dt fo deeply down d and built fo high 
Too low they build who build beneath the fiars 
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PART V. 

EXERCISES TO PR.Ol\-10TE PERSPICUOUS AND 

ACCURATE WKITING . 

Fid1:, •with rifpeR to Jingle words and phr[lfe.t. 

CH AP. I. 

Containing vio!ntions if the rules q[·Purity. 
Gram. p. IQ;• 

'-- ~ 

WE fi10uld be employed dailily in doing good. 
It irks me to fee fo perverfe a difpofition, 
l wot not who hath done this thing. 
He is no way thy inferior; .-.nd, in this infiance,.. 

is noways to blame. 
The affifi:ance was welcorne7 and timelily afforded • . 
For want 0£ employment, he ilroamed idly about. 

the fields. 
We ought to live foberly, righteoufiy, and god. 

lily in the world. 
He was long indifpofed, and at length died of 

the !1yp. 
That word follows the general rule, and takes the 

penult accent. 
He was an. extra genius, and attracted much at­

tention. 
The fly, in its infantine Hate, lies all the winter 

enclofed in a ball. 
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He charged me with want of refolution, in the 
v:hich he was greatly miftaken. 

They have manifefl:ed great can<lidnefs in all the 
tranfatlion. 

The naturalnefs of the thought greatly recom­
mended it. 

The importance, as well as the authenticalnefs of 
the books, has been clearJ-v di:played. 

It is difficult to di.fcover the f p.irit and intendment 
of fome laws, . 

The difpofition which he exhibited) was both un­
natural and incomfortable. 

His natural feverity rendered him a very impo~ 
pular fpeaker. 

The difquietnefs of his mind, made his fl:ation and 
wealth far from being e:iviable. 

I received the gift with pleafore, but I !hall now 
gladlier refign it. 

Thefe are the things highliefl: important to the 
growing age. 

It grieveth me to look over fo many blank leaves, 
in the book of my life. 

It .repenteth me that I haye fo long walked in the 
path5 of folly. 

lVIethinks I am not miftaken in an opinion, which 
I have fo well con:fidered. 

They thought it an important fubjeB:, and the 
queftion was f!:renuoufly debated pro and con. 

Thy fpeech bewrayeth thee; for thou art a Gal ... 
lilean. 

Let us not give too ha.!l:y credit to fl:or.ies which 
may injure our neighbour: peradventure they are: 
the offspring of calumny, or mifapprehenfion. 
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The gardens were void of fimplicity and elegance;. 

u1.nd exhibited much that was glaring and bizarre. 

CHAP II. 

Containing violations of the nt!es of Propriety. 
Gram. p. 198. 

Sefl. I. 

A-void low expreJJions. 

I HAD as lief do it rnyfelf, as perfoade another 

to do it. 

Of the juftnefs of his meafures he convinced his 

opponent, by dint of argurr..ent. 

He is not a whit better than tho[e he fo liberally 

condemns. 

He ftands upon fecurity, and will not liberate him 

till it be obtained. 

The meaning of the · phrafe, as I take it, is very 

different from the common acceptation. 

The favourable moment !hould be embraced; for 

he does not hold long in one mind. 

He expofed himfelf fo much amongft the people, 
that he had like to have gotten one or two broken 

heads. 

He was very dexterous in f melling out the views 

and defigns of others. 

If his education was but a little taken care of, he 

might be very ufeful amongft his neighbours. 

He might have perceived, with half an eye, th.e· 
difficulties to which his conduct ex_eofe.d him. 
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If .. happen to ha.ve a little leifure upon my hands 

.. to morrow, I intend to pay them a fhort vilit. 
_This performance is much at one with the other. 
The fcene \Vas new, and he was feized with won­

d~rment at all he faw. 

Sea .. 2. 

Supply words that are wanting. 
Let us confider the works of nature and art, with 

-- proper attention . 
. He is .engaged in a treatife on the interefl:s of the 

foul and body. 
Some productions of nature rife in value, acc0rd­

i,ng as they more or lefs refemble t110fe of art. 
The Latin tongue, in its purity, was never in this 

. · Ifland. 
For fame centuries, there was a confiant inter­

COllr(e .bet.ween France and E,n.gland, by the domi­
nions we pofieifed there, and the conquefl:s we made. 

He is impreffed with a true fenfe of that function, 
when chofen from a regard to the interefts of piety 
and virtu.e. 

The wife and foolifh; the virtuous and the vile, 
the learned and ignorant, the temperate and pro­
fligate, mufl: often, like the wheat and tares, ~be 

~ b.lended together. 

Sea. 3. 
In the Jam~ Jemence, be careful not to ufa the fame 

word in different Jenfes. 

, An eloquent fpeaker may give more, but cannot 
give more convincing arguments, than this plain 
man offered. 
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They were perfons of very moderate intd8frs, 

even before they were impaired by their paffiom 

True wit is nature drefied to advantage; and yet 

fame works have more wit than does them good. 

The fharks, who prey u~on the inadvertency of 

young heirs, are more pardonable than thofe, who 

trefpafs upon the good opinion of thofe, who treat 

them with great confidence and refpecl:. 

Honour teaches us, properly to refpect ourfelves, 

and to violate no right or privilege of our neigh­

bour: it leads us to fop port the feeble, to relieve the 

diI'creffed, and to fcorn to be governed by degrading 

and injurious paffions: and yet we fe~ honour is the 

motive which urges the defrroyer to take the life of 

his friend. 

He will be always with you, to fupport and com­

fort 'you, and in fome meafore to fucceed your la­

bours; and he will alfo be with all his faithful mi­

niil:ers, who fhall fucceed you in his fervice. 

Sea. 4. 

A-void the injudicious uje of technical terms. 

Moft of our hands were afleep in their births, 

when the veffel ihipped a fea, that carried away our 

pinnace ancl binacle. Our dead-lights were in, or 

we fhould have filled. The mainmafl: was fo fprung, 

that we were obliged to fifu it, and bear away for 

Lilbon. 

The book is very neatly printed: the fcaie­

boarding is ample and regular, a;1d the regifl:er exact. 
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Sea. 5. 

A'Void equi'Vocal or ambiguous words. 

When our . friend/hip is c0nfidered, how is it pof­
fib!e that I fuould not grieve for his lofs ? 

The eagle killed the hen, and. eat her in her own 
neft. 

It may be juftly faid, that no laws are better than 
the Engliih. 

The pretenders to polifh and refine the Englifl1 
language, have chiefly multiplied abufes and abfur­

,.d i ties. 

The Engli{h adventurers, inftead of reclaiming 
the natives from their uncultivated manners, were 
gradually ailimilated to the ancient inhabitants, and 

,degenerated from the cuftoms of their owri nation. 
It has been faid, that not only Jefuits can equi­

vocate. 

Ye will not think that thefe people, when injured, 
have the leaH: right to our protection. 

Solomon the fon of David, who built the temple 
of Jerufalem,. was the richefl: monarch that reigned 
over the Jewilh peopie. 

Solomon the fon of Davi<l, who was p~rfecuted 
. by Saul, was the richef!: monarch of the Jews. 

It is certain that all words which are figns of 
-complex ideas, may fur.ni!h matter of mifrake and 
cavil. 

Lifias promifed to his father, never to abandon his 
_friends. 

The Divine Eeing heapeth favours on his fervants, 
:ever iiberal and fa.ithfol. 
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Every well in'fl:rucl:ed fcribe, is like a houfeholder, 

who bringeth out of his treafure things new and old. 

He was willing to fpend a hundred or two pounds, 
rather than be enflaved. 

Dryden makes a very handfome obfervation, on 

Ovid's writing a letter from Dido to JEneas, in the 

following word~. 

Sea. 6. 

Jfvoid unintelligible cwords and pbrojes. 

I feldom fee a noble b.uilding, or any great piece 
of magnificence and pomp, but I think, how little 

js all this to fatisfy the ambition, or to fill the idq~ 

of an immortal foul. 

A poet, fpeaking of the univerfal deluge, fays, 

Yet when that flood in its own depths was drown'd, 

It left behind it falfe and flipp'_ry ground. 

The author of fhe Spefrator fays, that a man is 

not q~mlified for a bufl:, who has not a good deal of 

wit and vivacity, even in the ri_d_iculous fide of his 

chara8:er. 

And Bezaleel made the laver of brafs, and the foot 

of it of brafs, of the looking-glaffes of the women. 

And, in the loweft deep, a lower deep 

Still threat'ning to devour me, opens wide. 

Sea. -7. 
Arvoirl all fucb words and phrafes, as are not adapted 

to the ideas dejigned to be communicated. 

No lefs than two hundred fcholars have been edu­

cated in that fchool. 

The attempt, howe'ver laudable, was found to .be 

impracticable. 
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He is our m1Hu:i.l benefactor, and deferves our re­
fpeB: and obedience. 

Vivacity is often promoted, by prefenting a fen­
fible object to the mind, inflead of:in ir.telligible one. 

They broke down the banks, and the country was 
foon overflown. 

The garrnen-t was d-ecent1y formed, and fown very 
neatly. 

The houfe is a cold one, for it has a north ex­
pofttion . 

The propofition~ for each of us to relinquifh fame­
. thing, was complied with, and produced a cordial 
. .;:econcilement. 

Though learn'd, well bred; and tho' well bred, fincere; 
Modefl:ly bold, and humanly fevere. 
A fop is a rifible characlcr, in every one's view 

~but his own. 
An action that e·xcites laughter, without any mix­

:tt1-re of contempt, may be called a ridiculous action. 
It is difficult for him to fpeak three fentences to­

gether. 
By this expreffion, I do not intend what fome 

:perfo-ns annex to it. 
The negligence of timely precaution was the caufe 

-of this great lofs. 
All the fophifm which has been employed, cannot 

obfcure fo plain a truth. 
Difptiting fhould alwa_ys be fo managed, as to re­

member, that the only end of it is truth. 
He poffeffes but a foper.ficial and irregular know­

ledge, his ftudies having laid chiefly in plays and 
romances. 

Hz 
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When Pilate was fet down on the judgment-feat, 

his wife fent him a folemn admonition. 

A certain prince, it is faid, when he invaded the 

Egyptians, placed, in the front of his army, a num­

ber of cats and other animals, which were wodhip­

ped by thofe people. A reverence for thefe phan­

toms, made the Egyptians lie down their arms, and 

become an eafy conqueft. 

The prefence of the Deity, and the care fuch an 

auguft Caufe is fuppofed to take in our cGncerns, is 

a fource of confolation. 

And when they had kindled a fire in the midfl: of 

the hall, and were fet down together, Peter fet down 

among them. 

By the flavifh dif pofition of the Senate and people 

of Rome, under tke Emperours, the wit and elo­

quence of the age were wholly turned into pane­

gyric. 
The refrefhment came in fcafonably, before they 

were laid down to reil:. 

v.,r e f peak that we do know, and tefl:ify that we 

have feen. 
They fhall Bee as the eagle that hafieth to eat. 

Now haunts the cliff, now traverfes the lawn, 

And flies the hated ne'ghbourhood of man. 

A creature of a more exalted kind 

Was wanting yet, and thenwas man defign'd. 

He died with violence; for he was killed by a 

fword. 
H had fcarcely taken the medicine, than he began 

to feel hirnfelf relieved. 

'\1/hen we fall into a perfon's converfation, the 

firil: thing we fuould confider, is, the intention of it. 
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Galileo difcovered the telefcope; Hervey in­
vented the circulation of the blood. 

Philip found an obftacle to the managing of the 

Athenians, from ·the nature of their difpofitions; but 

the eloquence of Demofthenes was the greatefr diffi­

culty in his defigns. 

A Hermit is rigorous in his life; a Judge, auftere 
in his fentences. 

A candid man avows his rnifiake, anq. is forgiven; 
a Patriot acknowledges his oppofition to a bad mi­
nifter, and is applauded. 

We have ·enlarged our family and expenfes; and 
increafed our garden and fruit orchard. 

The good man is not overcome by difappoint­
ment, when that which is mortal paffes away.; when 
that which is muta-ble, dies; and when that which 
he knew to be tranfient, begins to change. 

CHAP. III. 

Containing violations ·of the rules of Precifion. 

This great poEtician defifted from, and renounced 
his defig-ns, when he found them impracticable. 

He was of fo high and independent a fpirit, that 
he abhorred and detefted being in d~bt. 

The arrangement of the work w:as diftincr, clear, 
and accurate. 

His end foon approached; and he died with great 
courage and fortitude. 

He was a man of fo much pride and vanity, that 
he defpifed the fentiments of others. 

H3 
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Poverty: induces and cherifhes dependence; and 
dependence ihengthens and increafes corruption. 

This man, on all occafions, treated his inferiors 
with great haughtinefs and difdain. 

There can be no regularity or order in the life 
and conduct of that man, who does not give and 
allot a due fhare of his .time, to retirement and re- • 
fletl:ion. 

Such equivocal and ambiguous expreffions, mark a 
formed intention to deceive and abufe us. 

His cheerful, happy temper, remote from dif­
content, keeps up a kin<l of day-light in his mind, 
excludes ev-ery gloomy prof peel:, and fills it with a. 
fteady and perpetual ferenity. 

">~:-t'2'l??P!Prr 

Secondly. .R:cercijes to promote perfpicuity and acctt=· 
racy, ,z.vit/; refpefl to the co1!JfruElion of Jentences. 

CI-fAP. L 

Containing flntences in which the rules of Clearnefs 
are "violated. 

Seel. 1. 

In the pojition of Adverbs, 

Hence the· impoffibility appears, that an underQ 
-taking managed fa, fuould prove foccefrful. 

May not we here fay with the poet, that -virtue 
is its own reward. 
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Had he died before, would not then this art have 

been wholly unknown. 

Not to exafperate him, I only fpoke a very few 

words. 

The· works of art receive a great advantage, from 

the refemblance which they have to thofe of n& turc; 

becaufe here the fimilitude is not only pleafant, but 

the pattern more perfect. 

1t may be proper to give fome account of thefe 

practices, anciently ufed on fuch occafrons, and oniy 

difcontinued through the neglect and degeneracy of 

later times. · 

Sixtus the fourth was, if I mifl:ake not, a great 

collector of books at leafl:. 

If Lewis XIV. was not the greatell king, he was 

the b-efl: actor of majefl:y, at leaft, that ever filled a 

throne. 

The!e forms of converfation, by degrees multi• 

plied and grew troublefome. 

Nor does this falfe m~deffy expofe us only to fucii 

actions as are indifcreet, but very often to fuch as 

are higl1ly criminal. 

By greatnefs, I do-not only mean the ·bulk of any 

fingle object, but the largenefs of a whole view. 

I was engaged formerly in that bufinefs, but I 

never {hall be again concerned in it. 

We do thofe things frequently, which we reper.t 

of afterwards. 

B.y doing the fame thing, it often becomes ha .. 

bitual. 

Moft nations, not even excepting the Je_ws, were 

prone to idolatry. 
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Raifed to greatn€fs without merit, he employed 
11is power for the gratification folely of hi; pailions, .. 

Sea. 2. 

In the pojition of circztmjlances, and if particular 
mevihers. 

The embarraffments of the artificers, ren.dered the­
progrefs very flow of the work. 

He found the place replete with wonders, of­
w'hich he propofed to folace himfelf with the con­
templation, if he fhould never be able to accomplifu .. , 
his Right. 

They are now engaged in a fiudy, of which they 
have long wi!hed to know the ufefulnefs. 

This was an undertaking, which, in the execution, 
proved as impratl:icable, as had turned out every 
other of their pernicious, yet ·abortive fchemes. 

He thought that the preibyters would foon bt'.come 
more dangerous to the magifh::tte, than had ever 
been the prelatical clergy. 

Frederick, feeing it was impoffible to truft, with 
fafety, hi5 life in their hands, was obliged to take 
the IVIahometans for J~is guard. 

Th 0 emperou r refufed to convert at once, the truce 
into a <lcfinitive ,treaty. 

However, the miferable remains were3 in the 
night, taken down 

Th~s is what we mean uy· the original contract of 
fociety; which, though perhaps in no _ inftance, it 
has ever beep formally expreffed, at the firfl: infti­
tution of a frate, yet iliould always, in nature and 
reafon, be underftood and implied in every act of 
affociating together. 
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I have fettled the meaning of thofe pleafures of 

the imagination, which are the fubjelt of my pre­

fent undertaking, by way of introduction, in this 

paper; and endeavoured to recommend the purfuit 

of thofe pleafores to my readers, by feveral con­

fiderations: I !hall examine the feveral fources from 

whence thefe pleafures are derived, in my nex t 

paper. 
Sir Francis Bacon, in his e.ffay upon health, has 

not thought it improper to prefcribe to his reader a 

poem, or a profpelt, where he particularly d1ffuades 

him from knotty and fob tile difquifitions; and ad­

vifes him to pu-rfue ftudies that fill the mind with 

fplendid and illuftrious objecl:s, as hiftory, poetry, 

and contemplations of nature. 

If the Englifh reader would fee the notion ex­

plained at large, he may may find it in Locke's 

E.ffay on the Human Underftanding. 

Fields of corn make a pleafant profpect; and if 

the walks were a little taken care of that lie between 

them, they would difplay neatnefs, regularity, and 

elegance. 

Though religion will indeed bring us under fome 

refrraints, they are very tolerable, and not only fo., 
but defirable on the whole. 

l J1ave confined myfelf to thofe methods for the 

advancement of piety, which are in the power of a 

prince, limited like ours by a ftricl: execution of the 

l aws. 

This morning, when one of the gay females was 
looking over fame hoods and ribbands, brought by 

he r tire-woman, with great care and diligence, I . 

H5 
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employed no lefs in examining the box which con­
tained them. 

Since it is neceffary that there iliould be a perpe­
tual intercourfe of buying and felJing, and dealing 
upon credit, where fraud is permitted or connived 
at, or hath no law to punifh it, the honeft dealer is 
often undone, and the knave gets the advantage. 

Thou·gh energetic brevity is not adapted alike to 
every fobjetl:, we ought to avoid its contrary, on 
every occafion, a languid redundancy of words. It 
is proper to be copious fometimes, but never to be 
verbofe. 

A monarchy, limited like ours, may be- placed, 
for aught I know, as it has been often reprefented, 
jufl: in the middle point, from whence a deviation. 
leads, on the one hand, to tyranny, and, on the 
other, to anarchy. 

Having already iliewn how the fancy is affetl:ed 
by the works of nature, and afterwards confidered., 
in general, both the works of nature and of art, how 
they mutually ailift and complete each other, in 
forming fuch fcenes and profpeB:.s as are rnoft apt to 
delight the mind of the beholder; T ilial~ in this 
paper throw together forne reflell:ions, &c. 

Let but one great, brave, difinterefted, active 
man arife, and he wi.:iL be received, venerated, and 
followed. 

Ambition creates feditions, wars., difcords, hatred, 
and iliynefs. 

The fcribes made it their profeffion to teach and 
to fiudy the law of Mofes. 

Sloth pours upon us a <le1uge of crimes and evils,_ 
and faps t_he foundation of every virtue. 
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The ancient laws of Rome were fo far from fuffer­

ing a Roman citizen to be put to death, that they 

would not allow him to be bound, or even to be 

whipped. 
His labours to ae:quire knowledge have been pro­

ductive of great fatisfaction and fuccefs. 

He was a man of the greateft prudence, virtue, 

juftice, and rnodefty. 

He did every thing in his power to ferve his bene­

factor; and had a 'grateful fenfe of the benefits re­

ceived. 

Many perfons give evident proof, that either they 

do not feel the power of the principles of religion, 

or that they do not believe them. 

As the guilt of an-officer will be greater than that 

of a common fervant, iLhe prove negligeJ.'.lt; fo the 

reward of his fidelity will proportionably be greater. 

The comfort annexed to ,goodnefs is the pious· 

man's fi:rength. It infpires his zeal. It attache$, 

his h<i!art to religion. It accelerates his p.,rogrefs ; , 

and fupports his. confl:ancy •. 

Sell: 3; 

J'n the dijpojition of the relati-ve pronoun,,. w h·o, wh.ich, 

what, whofe, and of all thoje particles; which exprefs 

the conn~xion of the parts of jpeech rwith one another. 

Thefe are the mafter's rules, who muft be 'obeyed. 

They attacked Northumberland's houfe, whom 

they pL1t to death. 

He laboured to involve his minifter in ruin, who , 
1ad been the author of it. 

H6 
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It is true what he fays, but it is not applicable to 
the point. 

The French marched precipitately as to an a!fured 
victory; whereas the Englifh advanced very flowly-" 
and difcharged fuch flights of arrows, as did great 
executit:m. \.Vhen they drew near the archers, per­
ceiving that they were out of breath, they charged 
them with great vigour. 

He was taking a view, from a window, of the 
Cathedral, in Litchfield, where a party of the royalifis 
had fortified themfelves. 

We no where meet with a more fplendid or plea­
fing fhow in nature, than what appears in the hea­
vens at the rifing and fetting of the fun, which is 
w1101ly made up of thofe different fiains of light, that 
fhow thernfelves in clouds of a different fituation. 

There will be found a round million of creatures 
in human figure, throughout this kingdom, whofe 
whole fobfiftence, &c. 

It is the cuftom of the Mahometans, if they fee 
any printed or written paper upon the ground, to 

take it up, and lay it afide carefoily, as not know­
ing but it may contain fome piece of their Alcoran. 

The laws of nature are, truly, what Lord Bacon 
:Hyles his aphorifms, laws of laws. Civil laws are 
always imperfecl:, and often f~lfe deducl:ions from 
them, or applications of them; nay, they fl:and, in 
many inftances, in direcl: oppofition to them. 

It has not a word, fays Pope, but what the author 
religioufly thinks in it. 

Many act fo directly contrary to this method, that, 
from a habit of faving tirne_and paper, which they 
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acquired at the Univer:fity, they write info dimi­

nutive a manner, that they can hardly read what 

they have written. 

Thus I have fairly given you my own opinion, as 

well '\s that of a great majority of both houfes here, 

relating to this weighty affair; upon which I am 

confident you may fecurely reckon. 

If we trace a · youth from the earlieft period of 

life, who has been well educated, we !hall perceive 

the wifdom of the maxims here recommended. 

CHAP. II. 

C cntaining fentences in •which the rules ef Unity are 
violated. 

Sea. I. 

During the courfe of the Jentence, the Jcene jhould be 

cbang·ed as little as pojjible. 

A fhort time after this injury, he came to himfelf; 

and the next day, they put him on board his fhip, 

which conveyed him fir ft to Corinth, and thence to 

the lfland of .lEgina. 

The Britons, daily hara!fed by cruel inroads from 

the Picls, \1/ere forced to call in the Saxons for their 

defence; who confequently reduced the greatefr part 

of the ifland to their own power; drove the Britons 

into the moft remote and mountainous parts; and 

the reH: of the country, in cuftoms, religion1 and 

language, became wholly Saxons. 
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That fort of inftruclion, which is acquired by in­
culcating an important moral truth, is the ground 
of peculiar obligation. 

This profritution of praife does not only affeB: the 
grofs of mankind, wh~ take their no ti.on of characters· 
from the learned; but alfo the better fort mufr, by 
this means, lofe fame part at leafl: of their defire of 
fame, when they find it promifcuouily be-fiowed on 
tl1e meritorious and undefer.ving. 

All the precautions of prudence, moderation, and 
condefcenfion, which Eumenes employed, were in. 
capable of mollifying the hearts of thofe barbarians, 
and of extinguifhing their jealoufy; and he muft 
have renounced his merit and virme which occafioned 
it, to have been capable of appeafing them. 

He who performs every employment, in its due 
place and feafon, fuffers no part of time to efcape 
without profit; and thus his days become multiplied; 
and much of life is enjoyed in little fpace. 

Defires of pleafure ufher in temptation, and the. 
growth of diforderly paflions is forwarded. 

Sea. 2. 

JPe Jhould ne'Ver crowd into one Jentence, things r:.r..:bicb. 
ba'Ve Jo little connexion, that they could bear to be di­
r.;ic/ed ido tcwo or three Jentences. 

The notions of Lo1-d Sunderland were always 
good; but he was a man of great expenfe. 

In this uneafy Hate, both of his public and pri­
vate life, Cicero was oppreffed by a new and deep 
affliction) the death of his beloved daughter Tnllia; 
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which happened foon after her divorce from Do!a­

bella; whofe manners and humours were entirely 

difagreeable to her. 

The fun approaching melts the fnow, and break 

the icy fetters of the main, where vafl: fea-monfters 

pierce through floating iilands, with arms which ca'1 

withftand the cryftal rock; whilft others, who of 

themfelves feem great as iflands> are by their bulk 

alone armed again ft all but man, w hofe fuperiority 

over creatures of fuch fiupendous fize and force, 

!hould make him mindful of his privilege of reafon ; 

and force him humbly to adore the great Compofer 

of thefe wondrous frames, and the Author of his 

own fuperior wifdom. 

I fingle Strada out among the moderns, becaufe 

he had the fooli!h prefumption to cenfure Tacitus, 

and to write hiftory himfelf; and my friend will 

forgive this !hart excurfion in honour of a favourite 

writer. 

Boafl: not thyfelf of to-morrow; for thou knowefi: 

not what a day may bring forth: and, for the fame 

- reafon, defpair not of to-morrow; for it may bring 

forth good as weJ-1 as evil; which is a ground for 

not vexing thyfelf with imaginary fears; for the 

impending black cloud, which is regarded with fo 

much dread, may pafs by harmlefs; or thongh it 

fhould difcharge the ftorm, yet, before it breaks, 

thou mayfi: be lodged in that lowly man!i.on which. 

no fl:orms ever touch. 
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Sell. 3. 
l/7c jhould keep clear of all unmce.ffary parenthefes. 

Difappointments will often happen to the ueft and 
wifeft men, (not through any imprudence of theirs, 
nor even through the malice or ill defign of others; 
but merely in confequence of fome of thofe crofs in­
cidents of life which could not be forefeen) and 
fometimes to the wifeft and beft concerted plans. 

Without fome degree of patience exercifed under 
injuries, (as offences and retaliations would fucceed. 
to one another in endlefs train) human life would . 
be rendered a ftate of perpetual hoftility. 

Nev~r delay till to-morrow, (for to-morrow is not 
yours; and though you ihould live to enjoy it, you 
mull: not overload it with a burder. not its own) what 
reafon and confcie-nce tell you ought to be performed, 
to-day. 

We muft not imagine- that there is, in true reli­
gion, any thing which overcafts the mind with ful­
l en gloom and melancholy aufterity, ( for falfe ideas 
may be entertained of religion, as falfe and imper­
fect conceptions of virtue have often prevailed in 
the world) or which derogates from that efl:eem 
which men are generally difpofed to yield to exem­
_plary virtues, 
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CHAP. III. 

, Containing fintences , in which the rules far promot:.. 

ing the Strength of a Jentence are violated. 

Sea. 1. 

The firft rule for promoting the Jlrength of a Jentc11ce, 
is, to prune it of all redundant ez,uords and memher1 . 

It is fi._x months ago, fince I paid a vifit to my 
.relations. 

Sufpend thy cenfure, fo long till thy judgment on 

the fubjeft can be wifely formed. 

The reafon why he acted in the manner he did~ 
was not folly exp1ained. 

If I were to give a reafon for their looking fo 

well, it would be becaufe they rife early. 

If r rniftake not, I think he is improved both in 

knowledge and behaviour. 

Thofe two boys appear to be both equal in capa­

city. 

Whenever he fees me, he always inquires con­

cerning his friends. 

The reafon of his conduct will be accounted for 

in the conclufion of this narrative. 

I hope this is the lafl time that. I £hall ever all fo 

impru<lently. 

The reafon of his fodden departure, was on ac­

count of the cafe not admitting of delay. 

The people gained nothing farther by this fi:epo 
but only to fufpend their mifery. 
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I have here fuppofed that the reader is acquainted 
with that great modern difcovery, which is, at pre­
fent, univerfally acknowledged by all the inquirers 
into natural philofophy. 

There are few words in the Englifh language, 
which are employed in a more loofe and uncircum­
fcribed fenfe, than thofe of the fancy and the imagi­
nation. 

r intend to make ufe of thefe words in the thread 
of my following fpecul:i.tions, tha t the reader may 
conceive rightly what is the fubjecl upon which I 
proceed . 

Commend me to an argument that, like a flail, 
there is no fence againft it. 

I-fo·N many are there, by whom thefe tidings of­
good news were never heard? 

Thefe poin~s have been illufhated in (o plain and 
evident a manner, that the perufal of the book has 
given me pleafore and fatisfacl:ion. 

However clear and obvious the conducl: which he 
ought to have purfuedj he had not courage and re­
follltion to fet about it. 

I was much moved on this occa /; on, and left the 
place foll of a great many ferious refletl.ions. 

They are of thofe 'that rebel againfc the light: 
they know not the ways thereof, nor abide in the 
paths thereof. 

This meafure may afford fame profit, and furniili 
fom e amufement. 

By a multiplicity and variety of words, the 
thoughts and fentirnents are not fet off and accom­
modated; but, likf David drdfod out and equipped. 
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in Saul's armour, they are encumbered and op­
-preffed. 

Although he was clofely occupied with the afEiirs 

of the nation, neverthelefs he did not neglcc:l: the 

eoncerns of his friends. 

Whereas, on the other hand, fuppofing that fe­

crecy hacf been enjoined, his conduc:l: was very cul­

pable. 

Lefs capacity is required for this bufinefs, but 
in ore lime is neceffary. 

He did not mention Leonora,. nor that her father 

was dead. 

The combatants encountered each other with foch 

rage, that, being eager only to affail, and thought­

lefs of making any defence, they both fell dea<l upon 

the field together. 

I ihail, in the firfl: pface, begin with remarking 

the defects, and fhall then proceed afterwards to 

defcribe the excellenci~s, of this plan of education. 

N umberlefs orders of beings, which are to us un­

known, people the wide extent of the univerfe. 

Sea, z·. 

The facond direflion for promoting the jlrength of a 

fentencc, is, to attend ·particularly to the uje of copula­

tives, relatives, and all the particles employed for tranjition 

and connexion. 

The enemy faid, I will purfue, and I will. over­

take, and I will divide the fpoil. 

While the earth remaineth, feed-time and harve.ll:, 

cold, heat, fummer, winter, day and nig_h~t, fhall not 

ceafe, 
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A man fhou1d endeavour to make the fphere of 
his innocent plcafnres as wide as poffible, that he · 
may retire into them with fafety, and find in them 
fuch a fati~fachon as a wife man would not blu{h to 
t1ke. Of this nature are thofe of the imagination. 

The army was compofed of Grecians, Carians, . 
Lycians, P2mphylians, and Phry gians. 

The body of this animal was fhong, and propor­
tionable, and beautiful. 

There is nothing which promotes knowledge more 
than fteady application, and a habit of obf.ervation. 

Though virtue borrows no affifl:ance from, yet it 
may often be accompanied by, the advantages of 
fortune. 

The knowledge he has acquired, and the habits 
of application he po.ffeffes, will probably render him 
very ufefol. 

Their idlenefs, and. their luxury and pleafures; 
their criminal deeds, and their immoderate paffions, 
and their timidity and bafenefs of mind, have de­
jetted them to fuch a degree, as to make them weary 
of life. 

I was greatly affelted, infomuch that I was obli­
ged to leave the place, notwithfi:anding that my 
affifi:ance had been preffingly folicited. 

I ftrem;oufly oppofed thofe meafures, and it was 
not in my power to prevent them. 

I yielded to his folicitation, w hilfi: I perceived the 
neceffity of doing fo. , 

For the wifeft purpofes, Providence has defigned 
our ftate to be chequered with pleafure and pa.in. In 
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this manner let us receive it, and make the beft or 

what is appointed to be our lot. 

In the time of profperity, he had fl:ored his mind 

with ufeful knowledge, with good principles, and 

virtuous difpofitions. And therefore they remain 

-entire, when the days of trouble come. 

He had made confi.derable advances in know­

ledge, but he· was very young, and laboured under 

,feveral difadvantages. 

Sea. 3. 

CI'he third rule for promoting the Jlrength of a fentmre, 

,is, to d{/pofe of the capital word, or cwords, in that place 

of the fentence where they will make the fullrjf im­

prej/ion. 

I have confi.dered the fubjecl:, with a good deal 

of attention, upon which I was defired to commu­

cnicate my thoughts. 

Whether a choice altogether unexceptionable has, 

i-n any country been made, feems doubtful. 

Let .us endeavour to eflablifh to ourfelves an inte­

,:re.fl: in him, who holds the reins of the whole cre­

ation in his hands. 

Virgil, who has caft the whole fyftem of platonic 

.philofophy,Jo far as it relates to the foul of man, into 

beautiful allegories~ in the fixth book of his JEnied, 

gives us the punifhment, &c. 

And Philip the fourth was obliged, at Iaft, to 

conclude a peace, on terms repugnant to his incli­

nation, to that of his people, to the intereft of Spain, 

.and to that of all Europe, in the Pyrenean treaty. 
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It -is likewife urged, that there a re, by compu­
tation, in this kingdo:n above ten thoufand parfons, 
whofe revenues, added to thofe of the bifhops, would 
fuffice to maintain, &c. 

And although per fons of a virtnous and learned 
education, may be, z. nd too o-ften are, drav,n by the 
temptations of youth1 and the opport1.1nities of a large 
fortune, into fome irregularities, when they come 
forward into the great world, it is ever with reluc­
tance and compunction of mind, becaufe their bias 
to virtue frill continues. 

Were in!1:rucrion an efiential circum"fl:ance in epic 
poetry, I doubt whether a fi.ngle inftance could be 
given of this f pecies of compofition, in any lan­
guage. 

Some of our moll eminent writers have made ufe 
of this platonic notion, as far as it regards the fub­
fiftence of our affeaions after death, with great 
beauty, and ftrength of reafon. 

Men of the befi: fenfe have been touched, more 
or lefs, with thefe groundlefs horrors and prefages 
of futurity, upon furveying the moft indifferent 
works of nature. 

He that.cometh in the name of the Lord is bldled. 
Every one that puts on the appearance of good­

nefs, is not good. 
And Elias with Mofes appeared to them. 
Where are your fathers? and do the prophets 

live for ever? 
We came to our journey's end at lafl:, with n(j 

fmall difficulty, after much fatigue, through deep 
road s an<l bad weather. 

4 



Virgil has jufl:ly contefl:ed with Homer, the praife 

--Of judgment, but his invention remains yet unri­

valled. 

Let us em ploy our criticifm on ourfelves, infl:ead 

of being crit.ics on others , 

Let us implore fuperior ailiftance, for enabling us 

to a8:: well our own part, leaving ethers to be 

judged by Him who fearc he th the hea rt. 

The vehemen ce of p:dTion, after it has e~ercifed 

its tyrannical f way for a while, may fubfade by de-

1grees. 

This °fallacious art debars thee from enjoying life, 

- inftead of lengthening it. 

Indulging ourfclves in imaginary enjoyments, 

. often deprives us of real ones. 

How will that nobleman be able to ,conduB: him-

- felf, when reduced to poverty, who was educated 

only to magnificence and pleafure. 

It is highly proper that a man fhould be acquainted 
-wit~1 a variety of things, of which the utility is 

above a child's comprehenfion: but is it neceffary a 

child fhould learn ev-ery thing it behoves a man to 
know; or is it even poHible? 

·\Vhen they fall into fudden difficulties, they are 

-lefs perplexed than others in the like circumftances; 

and when they encounter dangers .they are lefs 

_ alarmed. 

For all your actions, you muft hereafter give an 
account,· and particularly for the employments of 

y:rn th. 
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Sefl. 4 • 

.A fourth rule for promoting tbe jlrength if Jent enc es., 
-is, that a weaker fl'J!ertion . or propojition Jhould never 
come after a Jironger one; and that, when our Jentence 
con.f,fis of two memb.en, the longer ftould, generally, he 
the concluding one. 

Charity breathes long-fuffering to enemies, cour­
tefy to fl:rangers, habitual kindnefs towards friends. 

Gentlenefs ought to diffufe itfelf over our whole 
behaviour, to form our addrefs, and regulate our 
fpeech. 

The propenfity to ]ook forward into life is too 
often grofsly abufed, and immoderately indulged. 

The regular tenor of a virtuous and pious life, 
will prove· the bei1 preparation for immortality, for 
old age, and death. 

Thefe rules are intended Jo teach young perfons 
to write w_ith propriety-, elegance, and perfpicuity. 

Sinful pleafures blafl: the opening profpects of hu­
man felicity, and degrade h urn an honour. 

In this ftate of mind, ever.y employment of life is 
become an oppreffive burden, and every object ap­
pears gloomy. 

They will acquire different views, by applying 
to the J10nourable dikharge of the funaions of theii­
fiation, a-nd entering on a virtuous courfe of action. 

By the perpetual courfe o( diffipation, in which 
fenfualifis are engaged; by the riotous revel, and 
the midnight, or ra ther morning hours, to which 
they prolong their fe!tivi~y; by the exce.ffes which 
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they indulge; they debilitate their bodies, cut them­
felves a.ff from the comforts and duties of life, and 
wear out their fpirits. 

Sea. 5. 
A fifth rule for the Jlrength of fentences, is, to aruoid 

concluding them with an adverb, a prepojition, or any 
inconjiderable words. 

By what I have already expre!fed, the reader will 
perceive the bufinefs which I am to proceed upon. 

l\tiay the happy meifage be applied to us, in all 
the virtue, ftrength, and comfort of it. 

Generofity is a fhowy virtue, which many perfons 
are very fond of. 

Thefe arguments were, without hefitation, and 
with great eagernefs, laid hold of. 

J t is proper to be long in deliberating, but we 
!hould fpeedily execute. ~ 

For~ thy meafures with prudence; but all anxiety 
about the iffue dive.fl: thyfelf of. 

We are ftruck, we know not how, with the fym­
metry of any thing we fee; and immediately ac­
knowledge the beauty of an object, without inquir­
ing into the particular caufes and occafions of it. 

With Cicero's writings, thefe perfons are more 
converfant, than with thofe of Demofl:henes, who, 
by many degrees, excelled the other; at leail:, as 
an orator. 

I 
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Sea. 6 . 

.A jixth rule relating to the Jirength of a Jentence, u, 

that, in the members of a Jentence, r<J.Jhere tr._uo things 

are compared or contrajied to one another; :iuhere either 

a rejemUmue or an oppojition is intended to be expre.lfed; , 

fame rejemMance, in the language and conjirullion, Jhould 

be prejer'Ved. For r:when the things themjel<Ves corre­

Jpond to each other, ewe naturally expeB to find a jimilar 

correjpondence in the words. 

Our Briti!h gardeners, inftead of humouring na­

ture, love to deviate from it as much as poffible. 

I have obferved of late the ftyle of fame great 

rninifrers, very much to exceed that of any othe r 

productions. 

The old may inform the young; and the young 

may animate thofe who are advanced in life. 

The account is generally balanced ; for what we 

are lofers on the one hand, we gain on the other. 

The laughers wi ll be for thofe who have mofl: 

wit; the fe rious part of mankind, for thofe who 

have mofi reafon on their fide. 

If men of eminence are expofed to cenrure on the 

one hand, they are as much liable to flat tery on the 

other. If they receive reproaches which are not 

due to them, they likewife receive praifes which 

they do not deferve. 

He can bribe, but he is not able to feduce. H e 

can buy, but he has not the power of gaining. He 

can lie, but no one is deceived by him. 

He embraced the caufe of liberty faintl y, and pur~ 
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foed it without refolution; he grew tired of it, when 
he had much to hope, and gave it up, when there 

was no ground for apprehenfion. 

There may remain a fufpicion that we over-rate 
the greatnefs of his genius, in the fame manner as 
bodies appear more gigantic, on account of their 
being difproportioned and misfhapen. 

CHAP. IV. 

11?.fiances of an irregular zife of Figures of Speech. 

No human ·happinefs is fo ferene as not ,to contain · 
any alloy. 

There is a time when factions, by the vehemence 
of their own fermentation, frun and difable tme ano­
ther . 

. I intend to make ufe of' thefe words in the thread · 
of my fpeculations. 

Hope. the balm of lif-e, darts a ray of light 
through the thickeft gloom. 

This fcheme was highly expenfive to him, and 
proved the Charybdis of his eftate. 

He was fo much !killed in the empire of the oar, 
tJ1at few could equal him. 

The death of Cato has rendered the Senate an 
orphan. 

Let us be attentive to keep- our mouths as with a 

bridle; and to freer our veifel aright, tlrnt we may 
I 2 
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avoid the rocks and fhoals, which lie every where 

around us. 

At length Erafmus, that great injur'd name,. 

( The glory of the prieflhood, and the ihame) 

Curu'd the wild. torrent of a barb 'rous age, 

And drove thofe holy Vandals off the ftage. 

In this our day of proof, our land of hope, 

The good man has hi~ clouds that intervene; 

Clouds that may dim his fublunary ·day, 

:But cannot conquer: even the heft muft own, 

Patience and refignation are the columns of human peace 

on earth, 

On the wide fea of letters, 'twas thy boafr 

To crowd each fail, and touch at ev'ry coaft: 

From that rich mine how often haft thou brought 

The pure and precious pearls of fplendid thought! 

How didft thou triumph Gn that fubjec1:-tide, 

Till vanity's wild guft, and H:ormy pride, 

Drove thy 1hong mind, in evil hour, to fplit 

Upon the fatal rock of impious wit. 

Since the time that reafon began to bud, and put 

forth her fhoots, thought, during our waking hours,, 

has been ac1:ive in every breafr, without a moment's 

fufpenfion or paufe. The current of ideas has been 

always moving. The wheels of the fpiritual engine 

have exerted themfelves with perpetual motion. 

The man who has no rule over his own fpirit., 

poffeffes no antidote againfi: poifons of any fort. 

He lies op.en to every infurre~ion of ill-humour., 

and every gale of difrrefs. Whereas he who is em-
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ployed in regulating his mind, ·is making provifion 
againft all the accident3 of life. He is ereftiag a 
fortrefs into which, in the day of farrow, he c:in re­

treat with fatisfacl:ion. 

Tamerlane the Great, writes to Bajazet, Emperour 
of the Ottomans, in the following terms.-" \Vhere 
is the monarch who dues refi fl: us? Where is the po­

tentate who doth not glory in being nua,bered among 
our attendants? As for thee, defcended from a 
'Turcoman failor, fince the veffel of thy unbounded 
ambition hath been wrecked in the gulph of thy felf­
love, it would be proper, that thou !110ulJft take in 
the fails of thy temerity, and caft the anchor of re­
pentance in the port of fincerity and j uf1:ice, which 
is the port of fafety; left the ternpefl: of our ven­

geance, make thee perifh in the fea of the punifh­
men t thou defervefi." 

It is pleafant to be virtuous and good; be<:aufe 

that is to excel many others: It is plea~ant to ·grow 
better; becaufe that is to excel ourfelves: It is 

pleafant to command our appetites and paffions, and 
to keep them in due order, within the bounds of 
reafon and religion; becaufe this is empire: nay, it 

is pleafant even to mortify and fubdue our lufts; 
.becaufe that is victory. 
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CHAP. I. 

On tra11Jpoji,ng the Menibers of a Senfenct. 

THE praclice of tranfpofing the members of fen­

tences, is an exercife fo ufefol to young perfons, that 

it requires a more particular explanation, than could 

have been properly given in the preceding work. 

A few of the various modes in. which the parts of a 

fentence may be arranged, have, therefore, been 

collecled; and they are, with other matter, pro­

duced in the form of an appen~ix to the general 

. exercifes. By examining them attentively, the ftu­

dent will perceive, in fame degree, the nature and 

effect of tranfpofition: and, by being freqi.1ently ex­

ercifed in fhowing its variety in other fentcnces, he 

will obtain a facility in the operation; and a dex­

terity in di[covering and applying, on ::tll occaftons, 

the cleareft and moit forcible arrangement. By this 

pracl:ice, he will alfo be able more readily to pene­

trate the meaning of fuch fentences, as are rendered 

obfcure and perplexing to mofl: readers, , by the ir­

:-egular difp~foioa of their parts. 

I 5 
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The fide· and lafl: forms of each clafs of exarnpi es .i, 

are to be confidered as the leaft exceptionable. 

THE Roman ftate evidently declined, in prop or .. 

tion to the increafe -of luxcrry. 

The Roman ftate, in proportion to the increafe 

of luxury, evidently declined. 

In proportion to the increafe of luxury7 the Ro­

man fl:ate evidently declined. 

I am willing to remit all that is paf!:, pro;zided it 

may be done with fafety. 

I am willing, provided it rr:ay be done with 

fafety, to forgive all that is pafl:. 

Provided it may be done with fafety, I am willing 

to remit all that is pafi:. 

That greatnefs of mind which ihews itfelf in dae. 

gers and labours, if it want juflice, is blamable. 

If that greatnefs of mind, which ihows itfelf in 

dangers and labours7 be void of jufrice, it is blam­

able. 

That greatnefs of mind is blamable, which !hows 

itfelf in dangers and labours, if it want jufl:ice. 

If that greatnefs of mind be void of ju/lice, whiGlt 

fhows itfelf in dangers and labours, it is bla~able. 
' 

That greatnefs of mind is blamable, if it be void 

of, jufi:ice, which ihows itfe~f in dangers and la~ 

bonrs. 
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If it want juftice, that greatnefs of mind, v. hich 

-£hows itfclf in dangers and labours, is blamable. 

He who made light to fpring from primcev.1. 

darknefs, will make order, at !aft, to arife from the 

{eeming confufion of the world. 

From the feeming confufion of the world, He 

who made light to fpring from primreval darknefs, 

will make order, at !aft, to arife. 

He who made light to fpring from prirnreval dark­

-nefs, will, from the feeming confufion of the world, 

make order, at lafr, to a1 ife. 

He who made light to fpring from primmval 

darknefs, will, at ]aft, from the feeming confufion 

of the world, make order to arife. 

He will make order, at laft, to arife from the 

feeming confufion of the world, who made light to 

f pring from primreval darknefs. 

From the feeming confufion of the world, He .will 

make order, at b.ft, to arife, who made light to 

fpring from primreval darknefs. 

He who made light to fpring from primcx:val 

, darknefs, will, at laft, make order to a rife from the 

feeming confofion o f the world. 

Whoever confiders the uncertainty of human af-

· fairs, and how frequently the greatefl: hopes are 

fruftrated; will fee ju.fl: reafon to be always on his 

guard, and not to place too much dependence on 

. ~hings fo precarious. 

I 6 
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He will fee juft reafon to be always on his guard, 
and not to place too much dependence on the pre­
carious things of time; who confiders the uncer­
tainty of human affairs~ and how often the greateft 
hopes are frufhated. 

Let us not conclude, while dangers are at a dif­
tance, and do not immediately approach us, that 
we are fecure; unlefs we ufe the neceffary precau­
tions to prevent ther:1. 

U nlefs we ufe the neceffary precautions to prevent 
dangers, let us not conclude, while they are at a 

diftance, and do not immediately approach us, th:at 
we are fecure. 

Unlefs we ufe the necdfary precautions to _p;-cve-nt 
dangers, let us not conclude that we are fecure~ 
while they are at a difbnce, and do not immediately 
approach us. 

Let us not conclude that we are fecure, while 
dangers are at a difl:ance, and do, not ir..mediately 
approach us, unlefs we ufe the nccdfary precautions 
to prevent them. 

Vlhile dangers are at a diftance, and do not im­
mediately approach us, iet us not conclude, that \-V-e 

are fecure, unlefs we ufe the neceilary precautions 
to prevent them. 

Thofe things which appear great to one who 
knows nothing greater, wiil fink into a diminutive 
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-· fize, when he becomes acquainted with objects of a 

higher nature. 

When one becomes acquainted with objects of a 

higher nature, thofe things which appeared great 

to him whilft he knew nothing greater, will fink into 

-a diminutive ftze. 

To one who knows nothing greater, thofc things 

which then appear great, wiq fink into a diminutive 

fize, when he becomes acquainted with objects of a 

_ higher nature. 

___ ....,.==,.,~----

CHAP. If. 

On variety of exprdJion. 

BEs 1 n ES the practice of tranfpofing the parts of fcn­

tences, the compiler re-commends to tutors, frequently 

to exercife their pupils, in exhibiting fame of the 

various modes, in which the fame fentirnent may be 

properly expreffed. This praB:ice will extend their 

knowledge of the language, afford a variety of ex-

_ preffion, and habituate them to deliver their fenti­

ments with clearnefs, eafe, and propriety. It will like­

wife enable thofe who may be engaged in frudying 

other languages, not only to con1l:rne them, with 

more facility, into Engli01; but alfo to obferve and 

apply more readily, many of the turns and phrafes, 



which are befl: adapted to the genius of thofe lan­
guages. A few examples of this kind of exercifes, 
will be fofficient to explain the nature of it, and to 
fhew its utili~y. 

The brother deferved cenfure more · than his fifl:er. 
The fifter was lefs reprehenfible than her brother. 
The fifter did not defer,ve reprehenfion, fo much 

as her brother. 
Reproof was more due to the brother, than to 

the .fifl:er. 

I will attend the conference, if I can do it con­
veniently. 

I intend to be at the conference, unlefs it fhould. 
be inconvenient. 

If I can do it with convenience, I purpofe to be 
prefent at the conference. 

If it can be done without inconvenience, I fhall 
not fail to attend the conference. 

I fhall not abfent myfelf from the conference, un­
lefs _circumftances render it necefi"ary. 

He who Ii ves al ways in . the bu.file of the world, 
lives in a perpetual warfare. 

To live continually in the buftle of the world, is 
to 1i ve in perpetual warfare. 

By living conftantly in the buftle of the world, 
our life becomes a fcene of contention. 
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it is a continual wcirfare, to live perpetually in 

; the bufl:le of t_he world. 

The hurry of the world, to him who always lives 

_in it, is a perpetual conflict. 

They who are conf!:antly engaged in the tumults 

. of the world, arc ihangers to the bleffings of peace. 

The fpirit of true religion breathes gentlenefs and 

affability. 

Gentlenefs and affabiiity are the genuine effects 

of true religion. 

True religion teaches us to be gentle and affable. 

Genuine religion will never produce an aufl:ere 

· temper, or a rough demeanour. 

Harfhnefs of manners and want of condefcenfion, 

-are oppofite to the fpirit of true religion. 

·.Jnduftry is not orrly the in!lrument of improv.e­

ment, but the foundation of pleafore. 

Indufl:ry produces both improvement and plea­

fure. 

Improvement and pleafure are the produtls of in ­

dufl:ry. 

The common attendants on idlenefs are ~gnorance 

, and miiery. 

Valerius paffed feveral laws, abridging the powfr 

r.o f the Senate, and extending that of the people. 
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Several laHs were paffed by Valerius, which 
abridged the power of the Senate, and extended 
that of the people. 

The power of the Senate was abridged, and that 
of the people extended, by feveral laws paffed during 
the confulfhip of Valerius. 

The advantages of this world, even when inno­
cently gained, are uncertain bleilings. 

If the advantages of this world were innocently 
_gained, they are ftill uncertain bleffings. 

We may indeed innocently gain the advantages of 
this world; but even then they are uncertain bleff'-
111gs. 

Uncertajnty attends all the advantages of this 
world, not excepting thofe which are innocently 
acquired. 

The bleilings wh;ch we derive from the advan­
tages of this world, are not fecure, even when they 
are innocently gained. 

When you behold wicked men multiplying in 
number, and increafing in p.ower, imagine not that 
Providence particularly favours them. 

\Vhen wicked men are obferved to multiply in 
number, and increafe in power, we are not to fop­
pofe that they are particialarly favoured by Provi­
dence. 

From the focreafe ancl profperity of the wicked., 
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we mufl: not infer that they are the favourites of 

Providence. 

Charity confifl:s not in fpeculative ideas of ge­

neral benevolence, floating in the head, and leav­

ing the heart, as [peculations too often <lo, untouched 

and cold. 

Speculative ideas of general benevolence, do not 

form the virtue of charity; for thefe often float in 

the head, an<l leave the heart untouched and cold. 

Speculations which leave the heart unaffected and 

cold, though they may confi fl: of general benevo­

lence floating in the head, do not form the great 

,.virtue of cl:arity. 

Ui1iverfal benevolence to mankind, when it refrs 

in the abih2.a, does not conftitute the noble virtue 

of charity. It is then a loofe indeterminate idea, 

rather than a pr~nciple of real effeB:; and floats as 

a ufelefs [peculation in the head, infi:ead of affecting 

the tern per and the heart. 

,~ wolf let into th¢ fh~epf91J.i wm 1;fovo1.n· th~ 

fl1e·:?, 
1f we let a \\'olf into the fold, the !hcep will be 

devoured. 
The wolf will devour the iheep, if the !heepfold 

be left open. 

A \•volf being let into the iheepfold, the ilieep 

ivill be devoured. 
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If the. fold be not left carefully !hut, the wolf 
will devour the fheep. 

The fheep will be devoured by the wolf, if it find 
the way open into the fold. 

There is no defence of the fheep from the wolf,, 
unle[s it be kept out of the fold. 

A flaughter will be made amongft the fheep, if 
the wolf can get into the fold. 

The preceding examples !how that the form of 
-expreffing a fentiment may be properly varied by 
turning the aftive voice of verbs into the pJffive, 

.and the nominative cafe of nouns into what is called 
the objeftive; by altering the connexion of fhor.t 
fentences by different adverbs and conjunctions, and 
by the ufe of prepofitions; by applying adjeftives 
,and adverbs inil:ead of fobftantives, and rvice rverfa; 
by ufing the cafe abfolute in place of the nominative 
and verb, and the participle inftead of the verb; 
by reverfing the correfpondent parts of the fentence ,; 
and by the negation of the contrary, infl:ead of the 
affertion of the thing firf propofed. By thcfe, and 
other modes of ex.:-refiion, a great variety of forms 
of fp ten~ exacdy or nearly of the fame import, may 
be produced; and the young _fl:udent forniilied with 
a confiderable fl:ore for his [election and ufe. 

When the bufinefs of tranfpofing the parts of fen­
·tences, and of varying the forms of expreffion, be-
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, comes familiar to the fl:udent, he may be employed 

in reducing the particulars of a few pages, to ge­

neral heads; and in expanding fentimcnts generally 

expreffed, into their correfpondent particulars: and 

by making thefe operations more or lefs general, 

and more or lefs particular, a confiderable variety 

will be introduced into this part of the exercifes. 

An employment, of the kind here propofed, will 

not only make the learner fkilful in the meaning 

and application of terms, and in the .nature of a 

concife and of a copious ftyle; but it will alfo teach 

him to think with order and attention; to contraa 

or expand his views at pleafure ; and to digeH: the 

. fentiments of other perfons, or his own, in the 

manner be.ft adapted to affift his judgment and me­

·JnOry. 










