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-p REFACE. 

THOUGI-I (according to the beauti-
ful obfervation quoted in the titlc

p~ge) " fomething is left fqr every one 
" to do," I cannot_ flatter n1yfe1f with a 
hope, that it is -in my power to add much 
to the happincfs of thofe who may do 
111e the favour of perufinO' the followinO" ' LJ I U 

Letters. 

Many 



( 
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Many difi:inguiihed writers (before 

whom I am but as a glow-worm com

pared with an evening ftar) have already 

communicated theil' invaluable produc

tions to enlighten the world; and there 

is no duty, religious., moral., nor relative, 

to be acquired or improved> but may be 

met with, if fought for, in various judi-

,cious authors. As., however; the youth

ful mind is always defirous of fometliing 

new (though nothing new there i '), and 

as I am confcious there are many bcficlc 

rnyfelf, who have a peculiar p1eafure in 

reading inftrullions written by a friend 

(though of inferior abilities), 1 prefent 

myfclf in that characler, and not as an 

author, 



author, to the feveral young ladies ad
dreifed in this work. 

Having long been· engaged 1n the 
arduous taik of aili.fting parental endea
vours _in .the ,cultivation of the youthful 
mind, I have had an opportunity of 
obferving various virtues and various 
errors. If by the method I have taken 
I fhould excite a love of the former, and 
a. rejeclion of the latter, my .intention 
-is fully anf wered; or if I have a with. 
beyond, it is that -of poifeffing a :!hare 
in the ajfeflions of my female readers, 
and more particularly of thofe who have 
been J)erfonally under my tuition. They 
:muft fuffer me to hint at their .faults, 

1 .though 
.. 
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though.they 1nay a{fure themfelves.I wilt 

not expofe the names of the culpable, 

for that is not the way to reclaim. And 

with this aifurance l withdraw from my 

Preface, to begin a correfpondenee · 

which I anxioufly hope will end in the 

advantage of my readers .. 

LET.,. 



LETTERS, 
&c. &c. 

LETTER I. 

To .lvi"ifs A. ROBERTSON. 

ON VARIOUS S le BJ ECTS. 

MY DEAR AND DUTIFUL PUPIL, 

AS the time approa-che~ in which I muf1: 
refign you to paternal care, I feel a par

ticular defire of giving you fame memento of 
my affeltion ; and, infiead of prefenting you 
with ornaments to decorate your perfon, I fhall 
tr1rn my thcughts chiefly to the im.provcment 

B o.f 



{ 2 ) -

tJf y.our mi"nd, and avail· m1Jelf at ·ii1tervals ori 

the circmnfcribed favour-s-of lcifure in penning, 

down infiructions for your futore oondt1ct; flat

teTing myfelf that y-ou will value my ar.moni--

1i-ons, firfi, for th e fake of vi'.i-tue itfelf,an<l next, -

for the fake of the admoni.fher. ralready.find ' 

myfel-f engaged, in. an undertaking which fen

fibly affeB.s my. feelings; may they ever be as 

replete with friend.fhip for you as they are at 

this moment! and that I am fore they ever. 

will be, if you -conti-nue as heretofore to deferve · 

them. Every preceptrefa who is proper1y inte-

refl:ed in the welfare of the family committed to . 

her charge, mufl feel defirous that ev~ry-fcholar,. 

after leaving fchoo]~ fh-oul<l bear in remem

brance former i.nfini-chons, and mufi be happy 
in hearing of their merited profperity; but 

there are feldom fuch cogent- reafons for ex

tended advice as the prefent occaGon calls for. 

The generality of your:ig ladies, on leaving 

fchool, return to the bofom of their families, 

and have mothers to complete them in what 

the prcceptrefs may have left undone ; but' 

you, my . dear, have very pe~Tuliar claims to 

I my 



• my future -as well as prefmt1 care. . Your en

trance here was attend5d with very affecting 

circumCT:ances. I.t was the requefi of your 

fate excellent mother at an awful crifis: that 

requefl:, propofed at fuch a time, p_roved her 
c onfidence in my,- fiCT:er . and felf, , who have 

mutually. fi-udied · in our conduct , towards you -

to alt in conformity, with her.wifhes,.and have 

had the difiingui{hed pleafure of,00ferving, by 

the ge-neral tenor- of your, conduct, . th:at our.

endeavours· have· been foccefsfolJ I -: fe-el fome 

emotions, of concern, that London is to be the . 

place. of Y:our, future refidence, as L know it 

., cannot aJd to (though 1. hop.e it · will never · 

wear. off) that innocent and artlefs fimplicity · 

which is your prefent moA: plea-!ing characle

rifiic. As it was-: im p)a0ted b-y ,nature, ~it can

not be · entirely rooted out; but as we know 

that nature will ·admit of greadmp,rovements, f.o 

alfo we, know that her beauties, whether of the 

mind or p;erfcm, fuffe-r great diminu tion by the 

almofi itnp,erceptibie encroach men.ts ohut.- -

,;c Brighter than polifhecl filver, more valuable 

.H . tha~ Peruvian o.re, more p;tec.ious than the . 

B .. 2,.,.. 6' p,ead: 
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" pearl in the fea, the diamond in the ~owei, 
'·' of the earth, or all the fhining treafures of 
'-' the mines of Potofr, is reputation to a wo
'-{ man." · And not .le.fs bright is guilelefs un
affeB.ed innocence. When we hear any perfon 
launching out ·into the .praife of an artlefs 
young woman, our tendere!l feelings are all 
afloat in her favour, .and we liften to the re
later with fmiles of approbation ; but whenf 
on the contrary, an artful ..)young perfon is the 
fubjecl of difcourfe, the countenance of the 
l1earer involuntarily changes into a frown, and · 
fcarcely can_ we wait till the conclu!ion of the 
narrative before we exprefs our fent-irnet1ts of 
difgufi. 

Every kind of. affellatio.n, as ;it is a aeparture 
from nature, :is evidently a .f pecies of art. I 
would not admit an affected woman to my 
confidence-I fhould doubt her fincerity---I cou1d 
J'lOt bef1ow on her a portion of my ajfeflion, 
knowing fhe could not tender me any in return.; 
for the affected love only thernfe1ves: I could 
not fawningly !hew -.her rejpeB; for refpecr i6 

3 due 
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-('{ue only to what is refpecl:able, and that 1s 

'DOt ajfeBation-. 

You have read in a favourite little book of 

mine, called"' The Whole Duty of Woman," 

a; feclion on this fubjelt; but, as it ca-n never 

be too powerfully impreffl'.!cl on your mind, I 

ihall here tranfcribe a few valuable fentences. 

" Who i-s !he that c0m€th tripping with 111'te 

" mincing jleps, whofe tongue lijpeth [ weetnefs, 

•'" and whofe form is not h~r own? 

" Her name is AF FJ;;CT A T l_9N: fhe h:1\"h 

" put off herfelf, and decked her with the 

. '-' borrowed plum~s of others, by whcm foe i.s 

" defpifed. 

'-' She affeB:eth melody of voice, and har~ 

" many of fpeech, with wifdom, importance, 

" and dignity of deportment. 

cc- She hath . forgotten how to tread ; ilie 

u , neither danceth. uor walketh along. 

B 3 H She 



" -She difl:orteti1 her features to excite a'i'
" tention; ihe laugheth at nothing to ihew 
" the beauty of _her teeth. 

" She wafheth her cheeks with perfumes 
·'' till the native bloom .departeth away.; then 
'-f' . p:iinteth wiJh the artificial rofe. 

'' She is p1eafed to h.ear herfelf fpeak ; !he 
.,., lifreneth .not .to tbe .voice of another. 

"' She taketh ·upon her to •.infl:ruB: thofe who 
" are wifer th~n herfelf, and to teach what 
'' ihe undedl:andeth .not. 

" Bew-are, 0 daughter of Britain, lefl: thou 
"art mifled by AFFECTATION; for thou 
" wilt be neglecled by others, till by refleB:ion 

·" thou difcoverefl: the caufe, and art led to 
" defpifo thyfelf." 

l-lote-" She affelleth melody of voice and 
' H harmony of fpeech," &c. but, inf1ead of har
mony, a judicious h~arcr will find .it difcord. 

Among 

... 



-

Amo1ig the various fpecies of aftechrion·, 

!that of imitating pompous or pedantic fpeakers 

-:is n0t the lea fl: •ridiculous. The word Tuef'

' day ·is -callea Chew/day~ . Sometimes the 

-flowers are ·refrefned 'by the inorni·ng Jew, and 

at' other times we hear of gentlemen fighting 

a jewel. Sometimes words are mutilated, and 

,at others ·lengthened ; mifchievous :is called 

rn i [chi evious---·-porten tou s, portentious -; and 

thus encumberi:;d with a vowel that does not 

··belong to them -are moil: words 'ending unfor:

t-.i nately in ous. But, ·while you reject the 

above -not iced pronunciation, there is no reafon 

·why you fhould fall ·into the oppofit.e ext·rP,m·e 

( as I too of~en ao myfelf}, and fay Toofriay, 

--doo,. &c. for there is a pleafing medium not 

difficult of attain;nent, which gives an inex-· 

,. preffible cha rm and real ha'rmo11y to language. 

··For inftance, to find out the . proper pronunci

ation of the word Toefclay, you hav~ only 

-to found -the -letter I; then prondtmce the three 

'" v\Th ere thi s has been a fa ul t of the ttacher, it is 

-P.X<'u fabk in ti. e ft!]• il. 
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following letters as you would the verb ufe, to 
which add day, and you will have an agreeable 
foft found quite different from the harfh 
Chewfday, or the plain 'I oojday. With refpect 
to dew, found only the letters d and u, as if 
you were fpelling without putting together the 
fyllable du. I once hear.cl a lady make a fa1 i
'rical rema,rk ·on an· acquaintarice who pro
nourn::ed, education edication, calling-it herfelf 
edjucation,. but the latter is equally faulty. 
The vowel u fhould certainly be founded per
ceptibly, b-ut not as if having · a j before it·. 
}f ever you wifh to found the letter u, place y 
before it, . and you have it foft and elegant, as 
ed yucation; u has a full- found of its own; . I 
cmly allow you to borr.ow t!ie y to, prove it. 

Be careful never to earl pafture paf1er, le{l: 
you be fuppofed to mean pafior, an in{huclor; 
but remember again the letter y, as pafi-yure, 
and not pafichure. Never confu[e legiilatoY, 
a lawgiver, with legiDature, the law itfelf; 
impofior, a deceiver, with impofiure, the de
ceit; nor i-ngeni"ous, , of good ' capacity, wirh 

mg~ ... 



'( 9 ) 

1ngenuous, amiable. Time will not permit me 

to enlarge on the fubject; but, if you will pay 

attention to graceful f peakers, you may con

tinue to improve long after you have efcaped 

from fcholafl:ic infl:ruB.ion. Much as a variety 

of dornefl:ic engagements require my ~ttend

ance, l fieal a few mi-nutes more jufi to fay,, 
that no impropriG:ty of fpeech whatever, gi,ves 

me foch •uncomfortable fenfations as that of 

afpirating the letter h when it iliould be filent, 

and fuffering it to, be mute when it iliould b€ 

afpirated, as ands for hands, ope for hope, hedges 

for edges, &c. In pity to affected young la ... 

dies who adopt- fuch falfe pronunciation., I 
al ways do them _the favour to believe they have 

never learnt to fpell. 

But, left this la,f!: obfervation ili~uld lead yot4 

t o think 1 J m uncharitably intlined to criti

cijm ( which I have always thought onl-y a-L1other 

· word for envy ), I beg to aifwre you I fhol4ld 

think myfelf undeferving the efleem of my 
friends, and by no means quaEfied " to pout 

" infiruclion o'er the youthful mind/' were l 
to 
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tt·o,Tuff'er my pen to mark the pitiable errors dt 
·the uninformed.---'·' The ,marble in the quarry," 
as Addifon has beautifully obferved, " has 

· " each inherent cloudy fpot, and vein, running 
" through the -body of it, as we'll asThat which 

·· " the :fkill of the -poliiher has drawn out to 
-,s, view;" and the capacious mind, which is 
too often called ··ignorant, frequently poffeffc s 

··more folid underfl:anding than the p i.:dant who 
-ridicules'it for want of learning. But ajfet7atio~z, 
1being a conceited ufurpation of a 'fomething to 
-cw hich it has no rightful pretenfion s, ·is like 
' the jackdaw in borrowed plumes, a·nd deferves 
:-to be ridiculed and driven cut of fociet·y. 

So frequent are ·the ·interruptions I meet 
·with to my prefent employm en t, and fo long 
·11: he interval-s ·between quitting and refuming 
-my pen, that I fomet imes fear I fh all not be 
-able to conclude n1y preceptive Lette r before 
·your approaching de.p arture .; and yet, my 
·-dear l\1ifs Anne, I have fl: 1'11 much to fay . 
·¥ ou are nuw of an age that requires cautionary 

-'w.d-vice on fubj clts w hi ch,, hiL r.erto, you have 

..b een 



'been le[s acquainted with than any young lady 

I have ever had under ·my care, or who has 

come within the circle of my acquaintance ; 

and the hi.ghefl: tmcornium I can pay to your 

innocence is to fay, that, when many young 

ladies I could name, who are three or four 

years · under your age, have been trying each 

•coqnettifh -art to gain or to deceive admirers, 

·you, at the age-of-nineteen, have been laudably 

·-engaged at ·your leifure hours in dire8:ing the 

,amufemen~s-,' afiifl:ing at the-feafl:s, or adjuiling, 

perhaps "for a dance, the drefs of your little 

•; fchoolfellows. How ·faulty are ·.parents, and 

· how many have I met with of that defcription~ 

who think ::it a difgrace .for a. .child of twelve 

·- years old to -be ,playing ¼ith a doll, and who 

-immediately after that age think it neceffary to 

· change the drejs of the child to·fomething more 

··womanly. 'Deluded ·parents! w.ho perceive not 

that with the womanly drefs, woma11ly manners 

will alfo be adopted ; and how often is it fcen, 

that, at fourteen, the mere child wiH obtrude 

·11erfclf into the company of grown Iadi'es, 

~-Eflenir:g to, and joining in their converfation, 

e=voo 
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even fhould it turn upon the fo bjecl of matri • 
mony, or lovers; for too man j ladies, I am 
forry to fay, indulge themfelv.es upcn _ 1 hofe 
topics when children are prefent. As " there 
" is a time for ever~y purpofe," there fhould 
be a time to c..onvcrfe, and a time to refrain 
from converjing. Pity it · s that ladies do not 
fiore their minds with a. few val · able fubjelts, 
that they may feafonably vary, without being c:t 
all times under the neceffity of difcuiling_ onet 
which would often be as well managed by the 
meanefr plebeian. 

My fpirits have been. confiderably lowered 
fince I this evening fat down to write; I am 
_indeed too much interefted in my undertaking 
to perform it unfeelingly. vVith ref peel: to the 
fubjelt I am now int.roduciJ'lg, namely, the 
attachments of the heart, I am, perhaps, a fit 
and an unfit per.fon to give you advice. It i~, 
however, a fubjelt. which m:i.y prove of fo 
much confequence to your ,velfare and peace 
of min:!, tl·. at I cannot entirely draw a ve ~l 
over it. 

1 ha.vi 
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I have every reafon to believe your heart 

has not yet_ entertained a ,fcntiment beyond 

that of friendfhip for any one; it is, therefore, 

unbiaffed, and the more capable of receiving 

the principles I wifh to inculcate. 

It is a common obfervation, that few people 

marry the firft object of their affecr:ions; I 

think, in general, fuch dirappointments arc 

fortunate; for firfl: attachments are often 

formed at fo early, ,and inconfiderate an age, 

that they can fcarcely be deemed any thing 

more than romantic infatuation, whi.ch is often 

proved by the cold indifference that too often 

follows precipitate, thoughtlefs, and il1-timed 

marriages. The infl:ances of which among 

my own circle of friends, and ,I may add •re

latives, are•many. ·I.again feel myfelf.greatly 

at a-L0fs in advifing you; therefoi;e, int.he w0rds 

of Southern, read my fentiments. 

" Oh I let the 11eps of youth be cautious 

" How they advance into a dangerous world; 

◄ 1 Our duty only can conduct us Cafe; 

. '' Our 



'-' Our paj]ions a.refeclucers; but of all, . 
" The CT:rongefl Lov·E; he fir(t approaches mt 
~, In childifh play, wantoning i~ our walks; 
H If heedlejsly we wander.after-him, 
" As he will pick out all ~the dancing way, . 
~-' We're lo'1, and hardly to. return again: 
H We fhould take warning : he is painted bli.nd:r, 
" To frrrtw ns, . if we fondly follow him, . 
,-, The precipices .we may fall into. 
" -Therefor.e let v 1 r.. T..u E take him hy the hand; . 

I 
" Direc1ed fo,. he leads to certain joy." 

The poet havi11g kin<l~y aillfced ·me, r fhall ; 
proceed to make a few c.ommehts ea the fore""
going lines_. 

Our .dtiry only can .tonduch1s fafe. 

1· wifu you to underfl:and religi·or.1 .an.d mo
:ra./ity .as ·comp.r i.fe.d in the word duty; for mo- 
rality feparated from religion is but a part of· 
our duty, and is a.s a dwelling-place wit bout a. 
foundation. 

I will nut · be fo rigid as · to affert that the 
human heart is capable of devifing a ihield t~ 

repel 
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repel tl1e :!hafts of love.; they fly invifioJy ~ 

but as foon as the wcund is felt, duty iliould 

be confulted as a fkilful ghyfici,rn, .. whofe ad ... 

vice, if appli@d fori in time, and attentively 

fol!ov-.,ed,. feldom fails of effelling a cure, or., 

at leafr, .of. preventing fatal confequenccs. 

That duty, which above all others -is-mofc· 

1-ikely to ·be a guard again!l: roman.tic and ill

timed marriages; is obedienc.e to parental au

thority, which you know I · have al ways parti

cularly endeavoured ... o inculcate vvhen on the 

fubjecl: of duties in general; and have been 

pleafed in obferving you fo attentive, that L 

have no reafun to fear you will ever tranfgrefs 

by marrying contrary to your, worthy, father-'s

approbation; but,. as life is al ways uncertain, .. 

it may be your misfortune to lofe that be!l: of 

friends before you receive a matrimonial offer. 

You will then, perhaps, . think you have no one 

to conf ult b1.:1t yourfelf. Do not think me too 

fcrupulous when I fay, I would then advife 

the confent of the gentleman!s parent~-; for if · 

you tnink a woman culpable for bringin§I 

difirefs 
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dillrefs on her · friends, w:ould you not vie\·y 
that fault in a man in the fame light? Never, 
then, put it in the power of a hu.fband to fay, 
u It was my blind partiality for an imprudent 
"' woman that has alienated the affections of 
H my once indulgent father." ,It is too often 
feen that gentlemen, after the age of twenty
cne, begin to throw off all paternal controul: 
:igainfl: fuch I would have you guard: but if 
your fentiments are congenial with mine, you 
can never rejpe8, and much lefs love, a man 
who endeavours to [et his father or his father's 
advice in an inferior point of view : for even 
if a good fon is fo unfortunate · as t0 have a 
vicious father, it is his duty to conceal his 
faults; or, if they are fo flagrant as not to ad
mit of concealment, .he ihoulcl be the lafl: to 
expoje them. 

The inclination to throw off parental re
flraint is fometimes predominant in our fex, 
where it appears :fhll more offenfive to nature 
:and p'ropriety ; for as, from our birth, we are 
.t)Ut J ec,mda.ry objects in the -creation, fu,bord,i-

nation 



nation i!; the natural f phere in which· we weyo. 

intend·ed to move. This fubonlinate · fiate 

does not degrade us, neither-does it fubject us, 

as fome have aiferted: to tbe tyranny of man; 

on the contrary,- it entitles us to his protection. -

lt is the defignation of Providence, and there

fore right. The degradation °is when we at

tempt to fl:ep out of · that Hate. . Which, if-1 

- your opinion, is the mofi: .<lignified.charalter? · 

The haughty Vafoti, who refofed to come into 

the prefenee of her hvjband, which~ (indepen- · 

<lent of his · being a king) was her duty, or· 

the humble Ejther-, who - (though a queen) 

" obeyed. the. c.ornmandment of -lVIordecai her 

" uncle as wnen ilie was-brought up wit_h him r '' 
7'rue hu;nility,i be·affured, is dig-nity, itfelf, and : 

can never degr·<tde · the female characl:er; but" 

hoafied humility is the highefl: pride, the oppofitt;: 

of what it affumes . . 

Having endeavoured to enforce the duty ofi

. fobmiffion to parents, I now enter upon ano-~

ther, which in our intercourfe "" ith the world~ 

• :.may be called into alt ion every hour, " Do

c 
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"' as you would be done by.'' vVhen a lady 
is addreffed by a worthy gentlemaA, and feels 
that !he has no affection for l}im, humanity 
ihould direll: her to take the earlieft opportu
nity of removing his eX;_peB:ations; and not., 
for the fake of gratifying her vanity, fport 
with the feelings of a perfon, who, perhaps, 
has done her too .much honour by making her 
his choice. 

Coquetry, 0r the art of flea ling* the affecl:-ions 
of the unfufpeB:ing, is a vice unnaturally 
fafhionable; nor can-there be a greater violation 
of the eighth commandmen t. It is, indeed, 
far worfe than any other kind of thefl, becaufe 
j1 cannot be committed without injur..ing the 
11ealth and peace of rni-ncl of the perfon de
frauded, and feldom is there a poffibility of 
rnaEing refiitution. Dr. Gregory has faid, 

" In fe,reral charming Scots fongs the words '7..uin
•tiing, and JlPaling, a heart are ufed as fynon 1 mous. I 
think there fhould be a di(l:int1ion-the winner, v. ho 
obtains by artlefs and honourable me:ins 7 has always _ 
..i-daim to the prize; not fo the jl.cali:r. 
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ihat" nzale coquetry is much more inexcufabfe 

'' than female, as well as more pernicious.'' 

I do not perceive it; I fee it on both fides ia 

fo reprehenfible a light, that I fhould accufe 

a judge of injuJHce who could admit an excu[e 

for either party. There is but one motive 

that eve~ infiigates this immoral praltice, which 

is, v AN I TY ; and, as " vanity is the vice of 

" little minds," be affured no man nor woman 

·-of dignified principles ever did or can dcbafe 

themfelves by defcending to the mean arts of 

·coquetry. 

But, however .honourably you may yourfrlf 

determine to aB:, it is poilible you may be 

drawn into the -net of the enfnarer; but, fhoulJ 

you fortunately efcape without materi;,J injury~ 

let not the r-eflec?cion of your <l anger awaken 

your mind to mifanthropical feelillgs. Do not 

. afcribe to the whole fex a fault vvhich is com

mon only to the inferior part of it; for, whiJe 

vv.ithin your own bofom you are C(Wlcio11s._r-f 

int.t:grity and principli, it would be r~:l :- lhnC'.fs 1n 

C 2 
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fuppofe they exifi: not in others, or that they 
are pecul:ia·r to fex ·or age. 

- Ee cautt"-ous, but not fufpicious.. Friendfhip 
·· may be ra·rc, but it has not entirely defertecl 

tne world ; therefore " let not difl:rufl fl:ir up· 
" ingratitud·e: the favour of _the day deferves 
H the thanks ' thereof, till the injury .of the 

·· '"' moi:row:cancels the ob.ligation." 

T'o · have · many lovers is no honour to a 
·wmnan; neither is i-t any di/grace; the difgrace 
li-es in the encouragmrent of many: and -with this 
obf~rvation I q,uit the fubjecl-. 

Havmg d~ecled · you to con!id·er religion. 
·_ artd morali,t y"' -as com prifed in the word duty, 

I {hall j uft fay ·a few words on the former; 
but they will ·be very few. ·" Religion and 
"' the fcripture," faid a worthy elderly friend. 

·- of mine, " fhould be our rule of life, not too 
·" much the fubjecl of our converfation or 

-~'-letters." We ar--e at liberty to explore the 
.3 fcrip -
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fcriptures; we have the clergy to £xpound 

them. My part, as your p-receptrefs, is to 

enjoin you to fiedfaflnefs -in the faith you h<+ve 

·been brought up in. I am fo great an admirer 

of Dr. G-regory 's Advice to his Daughters, 

that I !ball here avail myfe1f of his words.. 

" I w-ifh you to go no farther than the fcrip

·H tures for your religious opini·on:s; -embrace 

" thofe you find cleady revealed ; never per -

-" plex yourfel:f a:bout :fuch as you ·do not un

q-' derfl:and, but treat them with becoming re

-H verenc-e. - The important , and interefiing · 

'1.' articles of faith -are fofficiently _ plain ; fix 

'' your attention 0n th-efe, 1and-do not meddle 

"' with cont,roverfy.---Neve.r indulge yourfe1f 

'' in -ridicule on religious_fubjecls .; nor giv,e 
' . 

" countenance to ·it in .others_, by feeming di-

" verted · with . what they fay 1.---Cultivate an 

· '' enlarged charity ·fo-r all mankind, however 

·" their religion may differ from your'.s; yet 

·" never fuffer any perfon to-: infult you by any 

·H .fool-ifh or rnde remarks on y0ur ~eligious 

C 3 
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· cc opi,1ions; but !hew the fame refentment • · 
" you would naturally do-on being offered any 
" other perfonal infult." 

In an elegant little book, entitled " Or]gi
'-' nal Fables,"· " The Travelling Bear," is· 
fo aptly fuited to 'the prefent fubjeB:, that I 
iha11 here tranfcribe. it for y~ur perufal and 
• ci n. 
lD.l,rtlLllCO-. 

." A bear, ·who. was bred in the favage d~
" ferts of Siberia, had an inclination to fee 
"' the world: he travelled from forefl: to foreCT:, 
I.( and from one kingdom to another, making 

H many profound obfervations in his way. 
" Among the refl of his excurfions he came 

* Do not on every fljght occafion give way to re
fo11ment , of which there are two kimis, viz. g!l1lerous 
,1nJ malicious; the latter, when indulged , foon be
romes re<Venge, which (as religion-forbids) is a pafiion 
that difgraces human nature. " Revenge," faid an 
amia ble author, " always cofts us dear; it is better 
" to fr11gi'Ve and fave the charges.'' 

" by 
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" by acc:ident into a farmer's yard, where he 

" faw a number of poultry f1:anding to drink 

" by the fide of a pool. Obferving th.at at every 

" fip they turned up their heads towards the 

" r~y, he could not forbear inquiring the· 

" reafon of fo peculiar a ceremony. They 

" fuppoftng, as a traveller, he wiilied for in

" firuB:ion, politely informed him, that it was 

" by way of returning thanks to heaven for 

" the benefit of allaying their tbirfi ; and 

" was, indeed, an ancient and religious cu[ •. 

" tom, which they could not with a fafe con

" fcience, or without impiety, omit. Here 

" the bear burfi into a fit of laughter, at once 

" mimicking their gefi:ures,. and ridiculing 

" their fuperf1:ition ( as he called it) in the 

" rnofi con tern ptuous manner. On which. 

" one of the fowls, with dignified courage• 

"and folemnity, addreffed him in the following 

" words~ 

" As you are a Jlranger, Sir, we excufe .the 

" indecency of your behaviour; yet give m~. 

'' leave to tell you, that none but a bear will 

c 4 " ever 



, H ever ridicule religious ceremonies, however=
" abfurd they may appear, in the .prefence of 
-,, thofe who hold them facred." 

To join a fable with a religious fobject -
would, in mofi: infl:ances, be an inconfifiency -; 
but the above conveys fo cogent a reproof 
.-:igainfi: licentioufnefs, that, as an elucida• 
tion of the forego-ing words, " cu'lti-vate aP-
,, enlarged -charity," :&c. :I think it may ·with

-out impr(?ptiety :be·'.admitted. 

Throughout · this addrefs to you, my dea-r 
:Mifs Anne, I .wifh ·you to obferve, that my 
·attention has ·been paid chiefly lo mental ac
.-,omplijhments *; which ~ are · -intnnl'kally of far 
more value than ornamental'attainments • ·; not 

·--that I wifh to de<2ry the latter; on the con
:trary, I have ever heln in high efi:irnation 
: every art .and fcience that can affi11 in ex.alting 

• Thefe two words are not f1:ric1:ly fynonymous-
., .,.~man or woman may be ·accon;plifhed in the virtnes.of 

--~-,-mind -wiih-out''tl,e -addition of altainments , 
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'1be- human characl:er. All I advife is, that · 

embelliiliments fhou1d be confidered as fecon-

. dary branches of education, wbich fhould al

-ways give ·place to religious and moral duties; 

the two latter, .. indeed, iliould be the ground

work of polite acquirements, for " let it ·be 

" rem em be red, that -· none : can be di fci ples of 

"' the graces but in the fchool of virtue; and 

" that thGfe who wi!h to ·be lovely muft learn 

" early to·be:good .. '' · 

1 have ·nnw, my -rlea·r-, after innumerable 

j nterruptfons, ari.ived ·at· the .conclufion of my 

fprecepts, which, I doubt -not, will be .receivrd 

with complacency, and followed ·confcien

tioufly; and, if ·in future ·.any advi.ce or i_n-

fftrull:ion in my ·power can render you the 

;frnalleft fervice, bea-r -in remembrance that I 

. .-a.m...your, f.rielld. 
·C. PALME-R. 

LET .. 



LETTER II. 

To Mijs S * * *. 

ON TH.E SU'.BJECT OF COMP LIM ENT ARY CARDS •. 

...,.....,.._,_.,... 

I A?vf far from being dif plea fed w;th the fa-
vour of your card jufc received, as I ar:i 

fore you intended to oblige me by it; and I 
thank you mofl: kindly for foch a memento of 
your regard, notw ithfianding the improprieties 
with which it abounds. I am convinced vou , 
have good fenfe enough to receive with com-
placency the comments vvhich (without begging 
your pardon) I ufe the friendly freedom of 
making. 'ro ·have our faults expofed is, I know, 
very hum iliating; but l beg you will not con• 
fider this as an expojure: I mean only to point out 
fome flagrant errors, with a view to your im-

prove-
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provement, and to prevelflt the ridicule which 

might otherwife be levelled againfi you by the 

fcho lar or the pedant, whofe confcious fu

periority in learning, too frequently prompts 

him to treat wi'th malignity the errors of the 

inattentive (for ignorance, while writing to you, 

would be too hadh a word). Good-natu re 

without learning is, in my opinion, far more 

lovely than learning without good-nature ; 

but I fee ·no reafon why they fhoul:d oppofe 

each other fo often as they do. A lady who 

has reached the forrim -it of fema~e attainments, 

yet wanting the more defirable qualifications 

of the heart, as charity, gentlenefs, economy, 

and generofity, may ftill be calle<l ignorant ; 

for {he is ignorant of, or inattentive to, her 

duty, which is the worfl kind of ignorance 

a nd inattention. Such a lady, feveral years 

fince, was acquainted with me, an<l the man. 

ner in which ilie once received a card from 

another, for whom (when prefent) f11e expreffed 

the mof'l: frien<liy fentiments, has given me a 

tolerable idea of what may be the derifi.on to 
which 
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'W1iich you-r's may be liable, fhould ·they have · 
·the misfortune to fall into fuch hands. 

The card j ufi alluded to was received in the 
midfi of company, and, when read, a fatirjcal 
laugh followed, which caufed a relati0n to in
quire what had excited fuch mi-rth; " Oh !n 
replied the lady, " the card contains nothing 
" by which either you or I can edify ;" and 
it was then handed round to divert the com
_pany. I '\-Vas very young, yet old enough 
filently ·to remark, that the lady had di[co
vered her fuperior knowledge at the expence 

•:of good fenfe and charity, which fhould al ways 
teach us either to .pafs over the failings of 
·our companions, or privately point them out, 
with a good defign, to thofe who commit · 
them. 

Having finitbed my preparatory difcourfe,, 
l proceed to tran£crilre you.i;.-card, in order to 
correct i,t, 
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'' Jane S * * * fends her refpecHul compli

"! ments to Mi[s P **:Ii;> begs £he will oblige 

" her by accepting the·trifles fent in the bafket. 

" I fincerely hope, my dear Madam, my fifler 

" is obedienno your infl:rucl:ion, and continues 

" to deferve your good opinion," &c. 

It is urrnece!fary to tranfcribe the remainder, 

' the above lines being fufficient for my purpofe; 

they iliould have been written thus: 

" Mifs S * * * fends her refpeclful compli

" ments to Mifs P * * *, ·• begs ilie will oblige 

" her by accepting the trifles fent in the bafket'o 

" Sincerely hopes her fifler is obedient to Mifs 

~ * * *'s infl:ruclions,-and continues to deferve 

~, her good opinion." 

In the beginning of your card you ufe your 

· Chr,ifl:ian name by way of !hewing your hu

mility; confidered in that light the error does 

you honour, though it certainly ought to be 

avoided. I do not know the origin o~ note s., 

or complimentary cards ; but it is e vident, 

that 

, 
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"that meiTages contained therein 1bould be· 
couched in terms fuch as would be proper for 
a fen ant to deliver verbally. You will 
therefore perceive the impropriety of ufing 
your Chrifl:ian name .; for, humble as you are, 
you would think it a great liberty in your fer
vant to come to my houfe with a meffage from 
you, and fay, :Jane S * * * 's compliments, 
&c. You will alfo now perceive the impro
priety of faying, " l hope my fifier is obedient 
"to your inftruB:ions ;" which, if delivered 
verbally by the fervant, would imply that fer~ 
vant's fifler, and the expreffion would be im
mediately addreffed to the perfon who might 
cpen the door. You now, I hope, uncler
:fl:and that the words my, mine, thy, thine, you, 
your, your's, I, we, us, &c. ihou1d never be 
ufcd in a complimentary card. However, do 
not be deterred from writing by what I have 
remarked, and let me hope foon to receive 
another note from you ; only !ake care not to 
end with your humble fervant, &c. if you think 
proper to begin with Mijs S * * * 's compliments; 
1:.ut if you are, iP.deeu, fo faflicEous that your 

ChriCTian 
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rChri<l:ia•n name mujl be ufed, always confine 

yourfelf to letters, wherein it may be fign ed 

with propriety. 

Obferve the hints I have given you, and 

_your improvement will afford real pleafure to 

Your frncere Friend .. 



LETTER I II~ 

ra ELIZA-. 

O'N DRESS.-

" Loveline[s -
" Needs not the foreign aid of ornament, 
" But 'is, whe n unadorn'd, adorn'd the rnofl:'' 

SUCH was the opinion of a writer, who.fe.. 
fentiments can never be too deeply im

preifed on your mind ; it will be an honour 
to acknowledge yotir acquaintance with fuch 
~n author,. for he has left 

'' Not one immoral, one corrupted thought, 
" Which, e'en when_dJ'~ng~ he could wifh to blot.'' 

Love-



( 33 ) 

Lovelinefs and attraction are, in this innance, 

-almoft fynonymous words; but allurement feems 

to be the prefent prevailing motto of the en

chantrefs FASHJON, from which Lovelinefs, 

" too delicate to bear the public eye,' 1 has re

tired to her f weet and tranquil fequeftration, 

and is " by bafhful MoDESTY concealed." 

If you have never feen her, the defcriptive 

Thom/on wi~l acquaint you that 

" Her form is frefher than the morning rofe 

" \Vhen the dew wets its leaves .'' 

And that " the modeil virtues mingle in her 

" eyes." 

He will tell you alfo that, 

" Thoughtlefs of beauty, fhe is beauty's felf,'' 

though " veil'd in a firnple robe." 

Does not this engaging defcription incline 

_you to an imitation of Lovr.LINEss, rather 

D than 
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than to an imitation of fafhion's votaries, who, 

having no charms to be compared with tht 

morning rofe, 

By night "fhine forth, folicitous to blefs, 

" In all the glaring impotence of drefs." 

Do not, however, think me fo aufiere as to 

wifh you never to comply with the tafl:e of the 

day ; I would wifh you always, moderately, 

to follow the prevailing m ode, when confifl:ent 

with that delicacy which ought to be infepara

ble from the female charall:er ; but can you 

think it coeftjlent, or believe that a lady afferts 

the truth whe n fhe fays, that fhe wears a veil 

over her bonnet, becaufe it gives the wearer 

an air of modejly, yet in other refpecl.s appears 

in garments which are an offence to modefl:y, 

~ncl a difgrace to the wearer? you furely agree 

with me, that, in fuch infl:ances,/ajhion throws 

the veil over the face, or why has not the whale 

drejs an air of modefly ? 
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It is generally fuppofed, that the principal 

motive of every young lady, while the is 

dreffing, is that of appearing agreeable to the 

oppofite fex ; the motive, in itfelf, is by no 

means improper, nor unnatural; but I fear 

ihe much oftener difgufts than excites admi~ 

ration, notwithftanding the flattering approba

tion frequently poured into her car. I will 

not, however, fay it never fucceeds when ridi

culous; far it fometimes attracls the eye of 

the ignorant fop, or the rude fycophant, but 

the Jenjible man-never ! 

Ee affured·, that a man of fenfe· can never 

be plea fed with a lady's drefs, except DE c EN c Y 

has been her handmaid, and even then he will 

confider it as a tri.fling recommendation;_ for, 

with him, the ornaments of the mind have the 

moft powerful f way ; nor will he forego them 

for all the allu rem en ts of beauty and drefs in 

conjunclion; I will jufl: tranfcribe a line or 

two written by a gentleman who, for a few 

moments only, was captivated by externaJ ap

pearances. 
"'\Vhen 



11" When Leibia firft I faw fo heavenly fair, 
" Drefs'd like a queen, and with majefiic air, 
"Methought my foul, that did fo high af pire, 
" Had caught a ray of pure celeftial fire; 
~, But when the beauteous drefs' d-up idiot fpoke, 
" Forth from her coral lips fuch folly broke, 
"The trickling nonfenfe quickly heal'd the wound, 
"And what her beauty caught her tongue un-

" bound.'' 

As I wifh to confine this letter chiefly to 

the fubjeB: of drefs, I will not enter into the 

fuperior merit of mental improvements, far

ther than juft to obferve, that when the mind 

is properly cultivated, the drefs will be regu

lated accordingly. 

You do not properly diftingui!h when you 

call every thing that is fafhionable elegant.
R eal elegal}ce can never with jufiice be ridi

culed; for "elegance of drejs adds grace to 

" beauty itfelf, as qe]icacy in behaviour is the 

" ornament of the mofi beautiful mind; '' but 

there are many fa{hionable dre!fes which I 

take the liberty of calling vulgar, thqugh you, 

I fear , 
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I fear, will have difficulty m JOmmg my 

opm10n. 

Do not by what I have written imagine 

I wi{h you to be inattentive' to your perfon; 

on the contrary, I rec9mmend perfonal neat

iJefs as a duty we owe to ourfelves; and, 

"As nature every morn befrows 

" The cryfl:al dew to cleanfe the rofe," 

fo alfo I recommend perfonal cleanlinefs as a 

duty we owe to health. 

To be neat and dean, therefore, you fee, 

I confider . a-s ind if penfably requifite in your 

external appearance, to whrch yon may add 

as much real elegance as your fiat1on in li.fe 

will admit of, wit1 _!µt incurring any farthei.-
· ~:::"

reproof 

. . From your friendly Admoniiher. 

D 3 LET-



LETTER IV. 

To AMELIA. 

ON THE CHOICE OF BOOK S, 

I AM particularly o·b1iged, my clear, by the 
affectionate compliment you pay me in re

quefiing my direclion in your choice of books. 
You kindly promi[e to be guided implicitly 
by my opinion, as to fe]eltion or rejeclion ; 
but, my good gir1, do not think me un
kind when I decline poip.ting out fuch a-s 
you :fhould avoid; for though I have never 
had caufe to impute DISOBEDIENCE to my 
artlefs- correfpondent, yet, as I have frequently 
feen verified this fenfibJe remark of Mr. Gay, 

- /. 
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u ·Reflrain your child, you'll foon believe 

"The text which fays," We fprang from Rve." 

l long :\go laid it down as a principle, never 

to lead the way to error by naming what ough t 

to be avoided ; for one of the great weaknejjes 

of human nature is that fancied .firength which 

impels the rafh to fearch after prohibited 

knowledge. The unguarded reader of an im

proper book is 1-ed on imperceptibly from page 

·to page, like the bewildered traveller, who, 

tho.ugh prompted by prudence to return, keeps 

onward fiep by fiep, . till the fiagnant pool, 

o'ergrown with fedges, or the unexpected 

precipice, deceives his foot; and he falls a 

viclim to his temerity. Some, indeed, there 

are, fo falfely courageous; as purpofely to feek 

out danger for the vain glory of combating. 

Such charalters are no lefs abford than Don 

~1ixotte fighting with the windmills. 

I fincerely believe your heart to be fo pro

per! y inclined to every feminine virtue, and fo 

anim~ted with a defire of attaining ujeful 

D4 know-
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knowledge, that I think you have no. need of 
a better guide to teach you how to " choofe 
~, the good and refufe the evil.'' But if a 
pleafing diffidence of your own judgment {till 0 

remains, I refer you to .Or. Gregory's Legacy, 
and Mrs. Chapone's Letters, for farther in-, 
!huB:ion. I cannot write like them ; 'and 
when you refleB: that the one addreffed his 
beloved daughters, and the other an amiable 
niece, you will read their works as if written 
by your own fa!her and aunt, who, neg1igent 
of fame as authors, have a view 0111 y to your 
1mprovc.:ment. 

Though I decline the direclion of your 
choice, I ihall make fome occafional obferva
tions on the fubjeB: of reading. I know it is 
pofiible for the fame book to have a very dif
ferent influence on different minds, as the fol
lowing little narrative will prove.-Maria and J u}ia were educated by the fame precept refs, 
and taught to tread in the fame paths of moral 
and re1igious duty, from which the dutiful 
Maria feldom {hayed ; but Julia grieved her 

monitors 
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monitors by her frequent deviations. They 

read the fame books, and heard from their 

teacher the fame comments. At length, un

known to their friends, they met with an ex

ceptionable volume; they read it together, un

fufpicious of its confequences: it was one of 

thofe mixtures of elegance and tra!h which we 

hardly know how to afcribe to the fame au

thor ; but Maria, like " the bee, extracted the 

" honey from the weeds;" while Julia, who 

might be compared to " the fpider, imbibed 

' ' only the poifon." 

As the readers of Julia's clafs are much 

more numerous than thofe of Maria's, young 

ladies cannot be too careful in their felell:ion 

of books ; and if by chance they meet with 

one at which delicacy recoils, it is their duty 

to fhut it with as much contempt as they would 

turn from a perfon who had infulted them with 

improper language. 

Novels are almofi univerfally difapprovedl) 

and with reafon ; yet they are almoft univer

fally 
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fally read: but the ufual objeltion, that the 
hero or heroine of a novel is generally drawn 
too perfect, is, in my opinion, a very trifling 
one, compared with.. many others that might 
be adduced. While the reader is endeavouring 
to approach near perfeBion, !he cannot be faid 
t-o be departing from it; therefore I fee not the 
injury. Far great~r mifchief lies in thofe 
paffages that !helter the difobedience of chil
dren, who, forgetful that 

" Duty demands the parent's voice 
4 , Should fanctify the daughter's choice," 

unfeelingly elope from their parents, and com
plete the mifery of themfelves a.nd families, by 
concealed, and confequently difgraciful, mar
riages. Novels that inculcate romantic ideas,. 
and that have a tendency to make the reader 
difcontented with her real fituation in life, are 
particularly hurtful. They miflead her judg, 
ment, pervert her principles, and fpoil her 
t,em,per; indeed the temper has not a greater 
enemy than difcontent. 

s Some 
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5ome beautiful fianzas, which I tranfcribeci 

fome years ago (from what author I do not 

recollect), are fo applicable to my prefent 

fubjecl:, that I ihall here infert them, not only 

for your perufal, but for your inftrultion, 

I. .. 
#c Welcome the real irate of things, 

" Ideal world, adieu! 

" Where clouds, pil'd up by Fancy's hand, 

" Hang louring o'er each view. 

JI. 

" Here the gay funfhine of content 

" Shall gild each :humble fcene; 

c, And life flea! on with gentle pace 

" Beneath a 1ky ferene. 

III. 

" ' Hefperian tre'es amidfl: my grov:e 

" I afk not to behold ; 

" Since e'en from Ovi-d's fo0g I know 

"'' That dragons guard the gold. 

IV. 
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IV. 

" · Nor would I have the phrenix build 
" In my poor elms his nefi:; 

" For \vhere !hall odorous gums be found 
" To treat the beauteous gue.ft? 

V. 

4 ' Henceforth no pleafnre I defire 
u I_n any witd extreme; 

"Such as :lhould lull the captiv'd mind 
"In a bewitchin,g dream. 

VI. 

" Friendjhip I afk., without caprice, 
" Where faults are overfeen, 

" Errors on both fides, mixt with truth~ 
"- And kind good-will between. 

VII. 

ac Health, that may heft its value prove 
" By flight returns of pain; 

u Amujements to enlirven life, 
'-' Crojfes to prove it rvain. 

VIIL 
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VIII. 

u Thus would I par, my hou.rs away, 

" Extracting good from all, 

" Till time fhould from my fliding feet 

"Pufh this uncertain ball." 

• • ft 

Having thus given you my oprnwn on v1-

fto~ary romantic writings, I ihall next con

fider your obfervation, that " books are very 

«<, improving.'' 

Properly feletled, and properly limited, 

1hey certainly are ; and very far am I from 

wifhing to check a rational pleafure; therefore 

be not alarmed when I affert, that when young 

dadies are too fond of reading, it becomes a 

fpecies of idlenejs. Many an indolent woman 

has wafted half her days in reading, which 

would have been employed in a much more 

-exemplary manner in the domefl:ic manage

ment of her family. As there is a 1irne for 

.every purpofe, we fhould remember there is a 

time to read, and a time to work ; and ihould 

iby .liJ.o means fuffer our love of amufement, 

though 



though it may be dignified by the term tm
provenient, to infringe upon more ufeful em
ployments. 

I once knew a lady who would retire to her 
chamber, when ihe met with a favourite book, 
and read from morning till evening, except 
during the time of meals; and at fupper would 
relate her ill-remembered fl:ory fo t1ngramma
tically, that, to ufe an expref11on of Mrs. 
Chapone, " it gave me au irritation of nerves 
" to hear her." Many infl:ances might be 
brought forward to proYe, that to read is not 
always to derive impr0veme.nf.. 

Henrietta vV 09dford, by the death of her 
parents, was left, at the age of fixteen, to con-

.. duct and provide for three brothers and two 
fiil:ers. She had received a·u educatio1:i proper 
for her ruftic fiation, and could read very to
lerably; but, though ihc -v:as moderately fond 
of books, fhe knev fo well that jt was her 
d-utv to work for the maintenance of her or-., 

phan brothers and fifi:er.s, that foe feldom in-

dulged 
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dulge~ herfelf in lettered amufements·; ~nd" 

wheu· f.he di<l, it was for an hour early in a 

morning before the bufinefs of the day began. 

At feven, after religious dtlties were performed, 

fhe would begin to waili and comb her little 

family ; at eight {he prepared their breakfafi ; 

before nine fhe would .fend them neatly dre:lfed 

to fchool. Her next employment was to fet 

her houfe in order, cleanfe her perfon, and fit 

down to needle-work, which ihe took in for 

the fupport of herfelf and the children ; the 

whole of their patrimony amounting only to 

forty pounds a year. To prepare their homely 

meal was her next ta1k ; and the afternoon 

was fpent alike indufirioufiy .. When her little 

dependants returned at night, ihe would, if 

time would aH-ow her, hear them the leffons 

they had ,ead at fchool, or fing to them inno

cent and cheerful fongs; and ·when they were 

gone to bed, ilie would keep her next filler 

up to affifi her in mending the clothes which 

her brothers frequently tore in fearching for 

birds' nefis, or playing at marbles; but never 

f!i<l Henrietta fend them in rags to fchoof. So 

amiable 



amiable a charaller could not long remain in 
obfcurity, for virtue is diffufive as the beams 
of the fun; !he had therefore many, and Jome 

jincere, admirers, who, though fuperior in pe
cuniary circumftances to Henrietta, would 
have thought it an honour to have obtained her 
hand ; but neither attrallion * nor allurement 
could draw her from her fteady purpofe. She 
had promifed her mother, in an awful hour, 
that her utmoft proteB:ion !hould be extended 
to the children, and her heart was embofomed 
among them. 

But, alas! this excellent you ng woman lived 
but a fhort time the example and ornament of 
the village : !he fell, at the age of eighteen, a 
patient victim to an epidemical fever, pioui1y 
exhorting her fifter Arabella to fupply her 
lofs. The heedlefs Arabella promifed much ; 

* "Attra8ion means fon1ething natural-allurement 
'' fomething artificial. 

" Attra8ions are amiable in themCel ves, allurfmenl! 
"'' odious.'• See " Obfervations on the Difference of 
~, Words fjleemed fynonymous." 

too 
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. roo much, indeed, -fo~ mortal to perform; -but 

all her words and actions were tinctured with 

extravagance and romantic enthuGafm. She 

became immoderately fond of books (which 

had been but fparingly alJowed by the pru

dent .Henrietta?., and her nightly readings too 

often broke in upon the morning hours, which, 

by depr,iving her of natural refi-, rendered her 

unfit fo.~ the early exertions of the day. The 

. poor little ch·lldren ufeg to rife at their accuf-

tomed hour; and, fomctimes playing, and 

.fometimes crying, wait the time of Arabella's 

. rifing, which was generally too late to prepare 

them properly for fchool; from w1ich they 

.were fo freHuently detained by the indolence 

of their fifier, that, ~y degrees, they became 

unwilling to go at all. Their clean and fhining 

locks, which Henrietta had fo often affec

tionately twirled round her indu(hious fingers, 

b ecame foiled and co.arfe for want of atten

tion. Their elbows came through their 

coats, and their whole attire was unfeemly. 

ln fuch a ftate was this now deplorable family, 

0 1.vhen 



·when a fet of itinerant players came into the 
village. 

The unhappy children were obliged to live 
on coarfe fare, that .Arabella might go often 
.to the play, where her romantic affettions were 
foon .placed on the ignorant Romeo of the com
pany. ,I know not by what means he difco
vered ·her fentiments; but, before the players 
]eft the ,village, they were married; and Romeo 

infifiing that his ]uliet fhould _partake of the 
farrows of theatrical perambulations, fhe was 
obliged .to obey; therefore, packing up the 
·whole of her fmall wardrobe, ilie bade a long 
adieu to her fifier and ·brothers, who were left 
to the care of the parifh. 

I chofe t'o felea this fiory from humble life; 
·had I gone many degrees higher, the Jame in .. 
ference might have been drawn. 

Think -not that I wifh entirely to check 
your love of reading; I only ,advife _you to 

.t'1ke 
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·take difcretion for your guide, anJ you will not 

then be mifled. Modern female readers are 

•··too apt to forget their grammars and dicl:io-

-nar'ies, without which they may read for years, 

and yet make but little progrefs in learning. 

A great reader being afked why ihe did not ac

cept the invitation of a friend, replied, " I 

'' ihould have went, but only I was a reading 

" fuch a pretty -book, that I could not attend 

" to no invitation whatfomever." When I 

advife the dicl:ionary as your literary compa

·nion, I wi!h you to ufe It as the lamp of 

knowledge, but let it not light you to pedan

try. Attend, I entreat you, to the following 

quotation: 
• 

" Art thou lettered, let not the difficulty of 

4' thy fpeech puzzle the ignorant; left, in

·" fi-ead of admiring thy know ledge, they con

" demn thee for pride and affectation. 

" Yet let thy ·words be -choice, as the mat

. H ~er of thy f peech ; nor pervert the elegance 

:£ 2 " of 
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-'' of thy phrafe to fuit the grofs apprehenfie,n 

" of the weak and injudicious. 

" -Perfpicuity will never force thee to be in

·" delicate, nor to forget thou fbouldfi f up port 

" the elegance of a woman*.'' 

Though I have, .in the courfe of this Jetter, 

evinced that my fentiments. are in unifon with 

thofe who think novels are, in .general, perni

cious; yet I am certain there are a variery of 

publications equally dangerous, though much 

lefs fufpelled; indeed it is wrong to fuffer the 

mind to dwell intenfely on one kin.cl of read

ing, be it what it may; and even religion, too 

dofely purfued by an injudicious reader, may 

be productive of fatal conf equenees : perhaps 

I have done wrong to a!fert this opinion: few 
I 

young_ people require a check on religious fub-

jecl:s; for, much to their difgrace, it is the 

only fobjelt on which they feem deJirous of 

1111 Whole Duty of Woman. . 
remam-
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remaining ignorant; but as there are Jome -who 

purfue it with the mofi laudab-le motives, it 

may not be amifs to conducl: the thoughts of 

fuch perfons· into their proper channel. An cn

thufiafHc devotee is a fuperfl:itious ch·aratl:er> and 

fuperfl:ition is an enemy to religion~ A youth

ful undedlanding may not have difcriminating 

powers fufficient to di fcern the difference; I , 

therefore refer you to Dr. Johnfon's Rambler, 

Vol. 1. where y~u will fi-nd them finely con

trafted in a mofi: beautiful allegory-. The 

Ramb.ler is a work which I may recommen(1 , 

without injuring you; it is replete with im

p_ortant infirucl:ion. The fl:ory of Seged, Lord · 

of Ethiopia, who fet apart ten clays for hap"". 

pinefs, jufl:ly-exemplifies the fallacy of all hu

man appointments, and fouuld teach us" never 

" to extend our. hopes beyond the bounds of: 

" probability_.'' -

Adieu, my dear young friend-t" In your '° 

choice of books, as well as of compani'om, "con--

" fider and beware; for !he who would avoid i 

:E 3 '-' for..--
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"' forrow mufi be wary in her fieps ; and The .
"' who would fhun misfor.tune, . rnuft be care- . 
" fol to take wijdom for her companio1! *." 

With every wifh for your advancement !n -, 
1ifeful knowledge, 

I remain, &co 

~ Riley's Choice Emblems~ 
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LETTER V. 

To Mrs. ** *• 

ON CLANDE!JTINE MARRIAGES .. 

....,.....,......,....,....,.. 

y OUR letter reached my hands at the mo-

ment of my return from vifiting your

affiicted mother, whofe extreme grief, caufed 

Ly your mifconducl:, has fo powerfully engaged· 

my feelings, that if I have any compaffion to, 

befiow on your fufferings, it is not fufficient 

to prompt a compliance with your requeft • . 

Indeed I am much furprifed- that you fhould: 

fix on me a.s your pleader, when you have 

fo long known my difapprobation of clandefiint· 

marriages. You have never, I flatter myfelf,, 

before this letter, had reafon to think me fe-

l'.ere;. 
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vere ; and even now I would willingry fearch 
fo:r ,palliatives; f~r, whatever the offenc~, 

u J always-pity where I can_;'' 

and might have been fubdued by your en-
treaties, had I not feen your tender mother;. 
but, after fuch an interview, my pen c.an only 
mark the diclates of difp!eafure. 

" Your hufband," you tell me, "is the beft 
" man in the world.'' He is then inuch re
formed; he certain1y was not the befi man in
the world \vhen he taught you to {hay from 
your du(y; to quit 1he once happy family you 
dwelt with, and prevailed with you to confent , 
to a contracr which Eas brought your 2.miable 
mother into a dec1ining ftate. Such artifice is 
beneath the dignity even of a man whofe 
merit is many degrees below the be.fl; there
fore · your fu perl-ative encomium has not en
hanced my ref peel: for his charaB.er; on the 
contrary, I believe you will find, that your 
father's houfe (if he forgives you) will at lafi: 
be the fad refuge of a de/erted wifeo 

In 
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I'n order more effectually to engage my 

compailion, and induce me to intercede with 

your parents, you entreat me " not to turn 

•' a reluctant ear to an unfortunate young 

" woman, who.fe greatefl: error is that of having 

" followed the dictates of nature." I c:11rnot 

be drawn over tb your fide by fuch kind of 

pl"eading, oecaufe my opinion of nature's dic

tates differ- fo widely from what you have ad

v~nced in excufe; that your conduct appears 

to me a· revolt againfi nature rather than obe

dience to her dictates; and as circumfiances 

urge me to deal plainly with you, I leave out 

the word nature, and fubftitute that of inc,li

nation, which you have precipitate! y followed. 

Nature was not once confulted, or !he would 

have told you to incline to the tender admoni

tions of your affectionate mother ; nature 

never prompted a child to be undutiful ; but, 

on the contrary, " marks for her own" a' 

thofe who facrifice their wayward inclination, 

to the exalted duties of filial obedience and 

love. 

You 



You are· not unacquainted with the inte-
:.refiing fiory of RuTH the Moabitefs, nor can 
you read it without P:rceiving that the brightefl: 
part of her chancl:er. was her love of Naomi, , 
who was only her mother-in-law; it is, l think, . 
impoffible to. read without wiiliing to emulate· 
her tendemefs when fhe exclaims, " Entreat . 
" me not to leave thee; nor to · return from fol
" lowing after thee: for whither thou goefl 
H I will go ·; and where thou lodgefl: I will 
" lodge ; . thy people fhall be my people, and 
,., thy God- my God." And in Thorl)fon's 
charming tranfcri-pt of RuTH (the dutiful La-. 
vinia) the fame virtues fhine forth in all their 
]ufhe. Lavi?ia, it is true, was not infenfible 
to the attractions of Palemon, but love was 
fubordi-nate to duty; fhe only blufh' d conjenl; 
and, as an exalted mind is above the meannefs 
of clandeftine proceedings,. 

"The news immediate to her mother brought." 

I am perfuaded, that a mind dignified as 
Lavinia's was by every feminine virtue muil 

hav:e 
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nave felt far lefs gratification in _the poffeffion 

of riches- and honours, even though conferred 

upon her by her elegant and amiable lover 

Palemon, than in the happy refleB:ion, that 

her uniformly dutiful conduct was the comfort, 

and fupport of her. aged parent. We read., 

that when the mother of Lavinia heard of the 

approaching happinefs of her child, . 

"Jq,v•feiz'd her wither'd veins; and one bright 

"gleam 

"Of Jetting.life fuone ·on her eruening hours;'' 

I' will not paint the contraft by. a full defcrip• 

tion of the fiate in which I this morning found 1 

your affiicled mother: if you _have not entirely1 

lbfl: the fenfibility l once thought you poffeffed., 

y-ou w-ill feel the unhapP.Y difference. 

" 

I muft now take notice of a pa{fage in your 

letter, ·wherein you make ufe of another (but· 

equally ineffcB:ualJ argument, by way of ex

<mfing the ralh 11:ep you have taken. You teH 

me, " you are firmly convinced, that there is•. 

' ' a rulina
- 0 
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"a ruling fatality which directs all mai:riages ; 
" ·and that, as it is impoffib1e to fly from fate, . 
" it will be cruelty in your- parents, who once · 
u were fo fond of you, if they continue-to with
" hold their forgivenefs." 

As I ~1way-s declfoe, as much as poffible, 
religious and political controverfy, I fhall not · 
fppofe your a!fertion; but upon the foundation 
of. your ovvn ·oprnion, of' which J()U are firmly . 
convinced, endeavour to reconcile fate and duty. 

You will certainly allow, that the only ruler 
of fate i's -the Supreme Bei--ng, and that he has · 
given us a commandment which fays,'' Honour 
" thy father and thy mother;" which, in ot-her . 
words, is, love them; obey them; foUow their 
reafonable advice; and ' endeavour, by thy con
ducr, to m<ake them happy. Is it confiftentwith 
the wiifdorn or juftice of the Almighty, that he 
fhould comm(!-nd us to do that which he has 
decreed impoffible·? If your marriage with 
Mr. M*** was ordained by an unavoidable dt 
crte_, the interference of your parents could' 

not 
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:_Tibt '•have prevented it, why then was it chmG 

:de{Hne? Knowing (according to your own 

creed) that fo it mufi be, ihould you not, • for 

the fake of your reputation, : if nothing more, 

have endeavoured to have had your union 

fanclioned by parental approbation ; aff uring 

yourfelf, that , in order to bring about fuch , a 

decree, and ,make it co.nfiflent with the ,CGm

mandment alfo, Heaven would have inclined 

your parents (had-you cop.fulted them) to con

fe nt to your marriage? . So that you find I 

.fhould fl:ill difa.pprnve • 0f y-0ur difobedience, 

even w ere I to -allow the fatality you infifl: on. 

But let me advife you, in future, not to impute 

every wrong a8.ion -to fatal neceffity; nor .fay, 

t hat you . could n0t fee the precipice till , your 

... foot flipped ; for Providence 

" Has given us in this dark ejlate 

" To fee the _good from ill, 

Ge And, binding nature fa(l: in fate, 

-A, Left free the human rwi/1/ ' 

·1 Thall 
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11 fhall quit the lafr fobjeB: with this flight 
·obfer-vation ; that your opinion of matrimonial 
•fatality is of a very recent date. I am per
,fuaded, that, before -you married, you never 
gave yourfelf a moment's thought, whether 
matrimony was directed by fa~e or chance ; and 

.have now only adopted a ~otion of the former, 
-.becaufe ·it anf wers your purpofe of palliation., 
,of which your letter chiefly confifis; for in
·deed the furn total is .. this: " Your hufband is 
'' the befi: man in the V.'or1d-you have only 

· f' followed the dictates of nature-and your 
" marri~ge was predetermined by fate," Thefe 
you thought :unanf werable excufes ; but they 

:have no weight with me, and I hope you will 
;fupprefs them in future, at leafi: in the p:re
fence of the younger branches of your father's 

·family, lefl: fuch fophifiry" working upon the 
·youthful inclinations of their hearts, iliould 
prompt them to all: as you have done, '1nd 
'fo " bring down the grey hairs of your pa
,~, rents with forrow to the grave ;" vvhile you, 
·with fioic infenfibility, excfaim-Not by my 

mif~ 



mifconducl have thefe mis£;ortunes happened, 

but by the unavoidable decrees of fate. 

I cannot clofe this letter without noticing 

that part of your's wherein you fay, " it will 

" be cruel in your parents, who one~ were fo 

•6 ' fond of you, if they continue to v\ ithhold 

'' their forgivenefs .'' vVhy do you fay, " who 

" once were fo fond;" unfortunately for them, 

·tt is the affeclion they fiill have for you which 

makes their grief fo fharp: what kind of 

fondnefs do you look for? Do you expecl: 

them to carefs you for your dijobedience? As to 

·their forgivenefs, I am perfuaded they will 

extend it to you ; religion and nature will in-

.dine them to it ; but their forgivenefs fhould 

be a fubjecl of h-umiliation to you, inafrriuch 

as it will exalt their characl-ers; and thus far 

I promife from rnyfelf, that -though I decline 

the taik you have required, of becoming your 

,pleader, humanity will JJrevent me .from e.xag• 

gerating_your fault~ 

Novel~ 
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Novels are almofi un~vcrfally condemned as 

the principal incitements to romantic lov.e 
.rn<l clandefl:ine marriages; but what is to be 
faid in the prefent infl:ance? Novels have al
ways, by you, been held in contempt; though 
there . are many which would have taught you 
better conduB:; for you have aB:ed like th~ 
heroine of a vei-y- inferior novel indeed; few of 
thofe books recommend, though they relate, clan
defl:ine proceedings; however, they ihould be 
read but feldom; and then with extreme caution; 
~n antidote 1s .not always .at hand againfi the 
poifon imbibed by their too frequent ufe. 

There is another incentive to thoughtlefs 
romantic marriages, as powerful as the 
fiudy of novels; I mean the indulgence of 

· tpifl:olary correfpondences between young la
dies of the fame age, who no fooner leave 
fchool, or priv.ate ·tuition, than they think 
themfelves entitled to receive admirers. 
Their thought5", converfation, ar.d letters, 
are engro1fed by one fubjecr, which 1s en-

cou-



couraged on either fide till it fc~n·ms, as it 
were, a novel between them, the catafhophe of 

which is always romantic, and fometimes fatal. 

I am forry to fay, that you are an infiance of 

this truth; had you chofen (as Mrs. Chapone 

advifes) a lady of twenty-fix, infiead of fix teen, 

for your confidant, her more mature judgment 

would have pointed out to you the errors yoia 

_ were precipitating yourfelf into. Refirair1t 

might not ha"4e been pleafant at the time, but 

you would have thanked her in fotUie for her 

feafonable advice. 

I will fuppofe, for a moment, a young lady 

relating to her romantic confidant the misfortune 

of her ill -timed marriage; which, to give it the 

air of a novel, the begins with an interjeuion,, 

_as thus: "Oh! my clear Maria·! pity the un
happy ftate of your friend, who is fuffering 

under the feverity of paternal di.fpleafure ;_ yet 

what, alas! is my ci:ime, that I?Y parents re
fufe to fee me-to- acknowledge me as their 

daughter-I, who never, till now, gave them 

. caufe to complain, and have only difobeyect 

.F them 
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them in marrying the amiable objeB: of my 

affections, whofe pove!ty is his only fault. 

But I will throw myfelf at the feet of my dear 

and once indulgent mother; !he will not, fhe 

cannot refufe to pardon her penitent child, but 

'lvill enfold me in her maternal embrace, and 

become my advocate with my inveterate, but 

neverthelefs much.loved, father; and all will 

yet be well.,; 

Such are the rhapfodies of which youthful 

female correfpondences are generally com

pofed. While fingle, their letters are full of 

the attentions of admirers, and the cruelty of 

oppofing p:uents; when married, the romance 

js {1ill carried on, and the fiyle of the novel 

kept up, till penury draws back the veil, and 

difcover~ the inftability of fuch romantic friend

lhips; which, as they originate in a felfitb in

dulgence of difcloGng intrigue, are at an end the 

moment misfortune on either fide begins; and 

the married heroine is left alone to deplore a 

rniferable fituation, which her own mifcon-

duB:, 



tfutl:, with tlie aid of a young, inexperienced; 

romantic friend, fo precipitately led her into, 

I have written a very Jong letter ( or rather 

treatife ), and, I fear, to very little purpofe ; 

for it is too probable you will not feel the 

truth of my fentiments, till, at fome future 

period, your own daughter, perhaps, regardlefs. 

of your grief, may atl: as you have done; and 

then you will know, by forrowful experience,. 

'-' How fharper than a ferpent's tooth it i~ 
u To have a thanklefs child.,, 

1 am well aware that my letter will be

termed Jevere; but I am addreffing a perfon 

who feldom ft.ands Jelf-accufed in any erroneous 

inft.anc~, and thinks fhe has a right to be par:.. 

doned whenever fhe choofes to dey,iate from 

duty. 

The mothet of your romantic correfponcfent! 

has !hewn me a letter you wrote her a :fhortr 

time fince,. wherein are thefe words ': '' If 

F 2. 
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" my enraged father could be brnught to a 

" fenfe of his unjuft feverity, and would fettle 

'' a trifling annuity on my beloved hufband, 

" it would enable him to go into bufinefs; 

" which, for my fake, I am fore he would 

" attend to with indefatigable ailiduity, and 

" then there would be nothing wanting to 

" make our happinefs complete.'' Deluded 

Marian! how can you talk of complete hap

pinefs when you have made your friends mi

ferable? And how can you ·expetl: your worthy 

an<l jufl:lydifpleafed fa ther will fettle an annuity 

·on a man, who has already fquandered away, 

in the meanefi: purfuits, all that his late father 

beftowed _ upon Iiim for the befi: purpofcs. 

Poverty is no difgrace to a man, when un

forefeen mi~fortunes have caufed it; but when 

:idlenefs and extravagance are the caufe, it 

. renders him an object of contempt. 

In another part of your letter to your ac~ 

quaintancc (for I :fhall not fi:yle her friend), you 

tell her., you build your hope of fuccefs with 

me on the favourable opinion I gave of IVTifs 

E***'s 
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E * * * 's run-away match, as you ludicrouily 

call it. I certainly did, in many inftances, 

defend her conduct; but I cannot draw the 

leafi: comparifon between her marriage and 

your's; her worthy but unfortunate lover had 

been received by her father as his daughter's 

future huiband : he was careffed as a fon by 

her mother, and his manly virtues won the 

heart of the amiable Mifs E*** ; and as ~ train 

·of admirers does no honour to a woman, :!he 

encouraged none but him. At 1ength, by a. 

variety of unforefeen misfortunes, his circum

fiances were fo impaired, that he foon became 

an objecl: of no value in the eyes i>f her ava

ricious father, who no longer permitted him' 

to vifit his daughter, to whom he propofed 

another admirer of ample fortune. Virtuous 

affection, founded . on principles of honour, 

and once fanllioned by paternal approbation, 

can never be rooted from the heart while the 

objecl: who excites it Jives unmarried ; and 

had Mifs E * * * obeyed the comm~n<l of her 

father in marrying the fecond perfon propofcd, 

F 3 it 



h would have been facrincing the greater duty 

to the leffer. The firicl:efi duty to parents 

does not enjoin children to obey when vice 

prompts the parent to command: if a father 

commands his fon to fl:eal, God has faid, 

H Thou Jhalt not;" which then is he to obey? 

-Thus have I endeavoured to iliew, that 

Mifs E * * * is not to be placed on a parallel 

with yourfelf, though £he married unknown 

to her father; he had once (you will remem

ber) co.nfented to her union, and had no jufi: 

,caufe to ret.rall: .. 

One obfervation more, and I will conclude 

this long epiCT:Ie. Mifs E * !:'; * married the 

firf1: and only object. of her affecl:ions; how

ever, that alone would not have engaged me 

on her fide; but it is an additional excufe for 

her when compared with you, who eloped 

with a Jecondary admirer; be affured, if a lady 

.can conquer a firfl: atta,ehment, provided it he 

ftncere, ilie will find much lefs difficulty in 

overcoming the fecond, pa.rticularl y when the 

paternal 
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paternal home is furniihed with fo many 

bleffings as your's was; for cheerfulnefs, peace, 

and contentment, in every breafi: but your's, were 

the family characl:erifiics. Had you been 

under the dominion of tyrannical parents, your 

fault would have been pardonable (though not 

praife-worthy); but you were protected by the 

mofi: tender friends, whofe Qhief delight has 

ever been that of promoting the rational hap

pinefs of their children. You could entertain 

no fears of being confirained to give your hand 

where your heart could not be an accompani

ment; and therefore gratitude for fuch indul

gence ihould have prompted you to have re

linquifhed your infatuated choice ; which? 

being (as I before obferved) only fecondary, 

time, prudence, and abfence, woulcl have en

abled you to have conquered. 

I fhall now releafe you from the mortifi ca•

tion of reading comments, which I am forr y 

you ever gave me caufe to write ; and ::is ro 

mantic young ladies thin k th at friendfh ip con-· 

F 4 . fi !h 
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£0:s in excu!ing 'each other's failings, and con
doling on matrimonial troubles brought -on by 
tbemfelves, you will hardly believe me fincere, 
w~en, after fuch a letter of oppofition, I fub
fcribe myfelf 

Your Friend. 

L ET-
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tLETTER V. 

AND LAST. 

DEAR LADIES,* 

PERHAPS you have never yet heard the 

' obfervation, that " trifles make the fum 

"of human things.'' Let it now come·under 

your ferious confideration ; and when you re-

flect that trifles have given you pleafure, and 

that trifles have been productive of pain, I 

hope the reflection will fo far influence your 

.conduB: as to deter you from trifling with the 

fenfibility of others. We need not be told, 

that one of the great .duties of fociety is re

.ciprocity of kind offices, fince our own feel-

• This .letter was originally add reffe.d to two young 

ladies; with fome trivial alterations I now addrefs it 

tao my pupils •in general. 
rngs, 
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ings, if we make a charitable ufe of them-, 
are fufficient to direct us. When a gentle
man and· lady invite a .party, they fhould, for 
the time, confider that party as their own fa
mily; every one of which has an equal claim 
to their attention: yet how frequently is it 
feen, that one a-t .a t.1ble engroffes the peculiar 
:affiduities of ,the entertainer, while another 
equally., OT perhaps more, deferving, is almofi 
forgotten, feldom addreffed, and but coolly 
affified. That perfon who (having invited 
ccmpany) treats one guefi as a fuperi·or, and 
another little better than a menial, wants both 
underjtancling and humanity. 

Time will only allow me to make ihort 
comments• on the different infta nces wherein 
mutual attentions fhould be ihewn to each 
other in uur intercourfe with fociety. You 
may extend them by obfervation and reflection. 
Having expreffed my difapprobation of partial 
hufpitality, and pointed inhofpitality to vifitors, 
I {hall fay a few words on a fault of equal 
magf-litude too often committed by them. It 

lS 
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}~ not uncommon, after an entertainment, for 

envy to dif perfe her :remarks among her too 

credulous lifleners, who, in retailing, are always 

careful that her noxious commurnications iliall 

not fuffer the lea!t diminution. ·" We waited 

long after the ap.pointed time for dinner at 

Mr. E***'s," Jhe will fay, "which was very 

illy dre!fed at laft ; and I do affure you, there 

was a turkey, which had been ke;pt fo long, 

flript of its feathe,rs I fuppoje, that really it was 

-quite offenfive. Mrs. E * * * blufhed excef

fively, as well ilie might, when I gave my 

plate with its naufeaus contents to the fervant, 

after j uft tafi.ing a -little of the fauce. To be 

fore fhe made many apologies, wh}ch were 

-quite ridiculous., fince fhe muft have knowr.1 

it was not fit to eat. Except the turkey, ther~ 

was a profufion of good things on the table; 

indeed I may fay an extravqgant fuperfluity~ 

-confidering the impoverifhed circumfl:ances of 

Mr. an<l Mrs. E * >Jt- *, who had much better 

be faving a little for their young family thaa 

imitating their fuperiors by making f uch en

-tertainments. '' 

5 Such.~ 



Such, with the mofl: unprovoked additions, 
are the hadh mifreprefentations of envy .; how 
different from thofe of charity on the fame oc-
cafion ! " I dined," faith {he, "with Mr. and 
Mrs. E*** lafi week; a large party was invited, 
and all were equal iharers of the benevolent 
hofpitality of the entertainers, who were en
titled to the gratitude of all who we re prefent 
for the pains they took to make every one 
happy. Poor Mrs. E * * * ! how di!he£fed I 
was for her at dinner: ihe had been in London 
feveral days, and, during her abfence, a turkey , 
had been fent her, which the cook (thinking 
it would be an additional treat) prepared for 
dinner, without the knowledge of her mifl:.refs, 
who arrived from town but ::i.n. hour before the 
party met, and was much delighted to find her , 
fervant had been fo thoughtful; but unfor
tunately it was not fo good as my friend had 
hoped: however, it was foon demolifhed, and 
I faw but one .lady who put it aGde. I imagine 
ihe was not fond of turkey, and no doubt was 
much hurt when :fhe obferved that the removal 
of her plate feverel y affected the fenfibility of 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. E * * *, whofe colour rofe and retired fo 

rapidly, that I feared !he would have fainted. 

Mr. and Mrs. E :t: **are not in fuch good cir

cumfi:ances as formerly, and their entertain

.ments are much lefs frequent; but having re-

ceived a munificent prefent from an affluent 

relation, their good hearts were doubly cheered 

,.by !haring it with their friends.'' Learn from 

thefe obfervattons, which you will have reafon 

to fubfcribe to through life, that while envy 

is traducing the perfon who lavifh~s comforts 

on her, " charity thinketh no evil." 

Charity and politenefs are fo cemented in the 

bonds of amity, that they cannot eafily be 

feparated, yet they are often in need of a friend 

to introduce them, fince an ofi:entatious giver 

of gifts frequently ufurps the place of the far

mer, and cringing ceremony the latter; how

ever, as Minerva * has lately been confulted by 

our fex on the exterior of the head, there is 

reafon :.o hope for a teform in the interior, 

* Alluding to the Miner<Va bonnet. 

which~ 



which, as far as tmtjide appearances can difcover,. 
has been long under the dominion of folly * .. 

If 

* The Jolly by which 0ur fex has-fo Jong bee~ J£9:t.,.,. ,.·· 
verned, particularly in drefs, is manifeftly p,ro-ved by 
a late publication, entitled " An Addrefs .. to the La-
" dies, by a young Man." I fincerely. hope his fpi
rited and very requifi.te adv.ice will have the intended 
effeB:. No lady cotild with propriety have written as 
}1e has done; or, if fhe could, the reproof would hav-e ~ 
l1ad no weight. It would have been imputed t©• 
enrvy, to grttcvity, or to prudery. O ~_even· if written by. 
a gentleman advanced in yea-r:r, the giddy votaries of 
fa{hion might have f;;i_id, '' of what confequence are 
" thef e reprnofs.- fo us ? We drefs t0 att raa the 
"young, and, if they approve, we care not." But when 
ladies find that the young, for w horn they cl.refs, are 
difgufted with their defiance of decency, there is fome 
hope of refor.rnati.on; fol, believe me, 'the fentiments 
of this writer are the fentiments of all Jen.fible mm. 
It has been faid, that his firfi: edition was too fevere. 
I did not fee the firft; but I will venture to fay, there 
is nofeverity in the fecond. It is fpirited, as it ought 
to be; for mild reproof and aiftant hints have loner 
"been tried in vain. 

',Vhcn 
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If we apply to the goddefs of wifdom, !he will 

in{hutl us how to difiingui{h the true from the 

falfe; fhe will tell us,. that 

_ " Charity! decent., mode fl:, eafy, kind, 

'' Softens th€ high, and rear~ the abject mind; 

" Knows with jufr reins and gentle hand to guide 

"' Betwixt vile {hame and arbitrary pride. 

"Not foon provok'a, fhe eafily forgi<Ves; 

" And much !he fuffers, as !he much believes. 

" Soft peace fhe brings wherever, fhe arrives; 

" She builds. our quiet as fhe forms· our lives ; 

" lays the rough paths of peevifh nature even, 

" And opens in, each breafi: a little heaven.'' 

She will alfo tell us, that '~ tr.ue politenefs-

" is an evennefs of foul that exc~udes, at the-
..., -

" fame time, infenfibi1'ity and' too much ear-

"' nefinefs. _.It fuppofes a quick difcernment 

" of the different characters, tempers, mife

ff ries, or perfections @f man; and, by a fweet 

When I prepared• for the compofitor a preceding 

letter on the fubjeR of drefs, I had not feen the above

mer1tioned work; I am much pleafed to fre the topic 

enlarged upon ·by fo able a writer. 
" con-
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" condefcenGon, adapts itfelf to each man's 
" cafe; never to flatter, but always to calnt 
" the paffions. It is a kind of forgetting one's 
" felf, in order to be agreeable to others ; yet 
" in fo delicate a manner, as fcarcely to let 
-" th 0 m perceive you are fo employed. It 
" knows how to contradict with refpecl:, ~nd· 
" to praife without fawning or adulation ; 
" and is equally remote from an injpid com
" plaifance and a low familiarity.'" 

Having now given you, in the words of two 
competent authors, a definition of charity and 
politenejs, I hope you will in future do honour 
to them only in their real characters; for, on 
the evening of Mr. E * * * 's ball, you were 
paying undue refpecc to two impofl:ors, who; 
having picked up one or two of the characle
i-ifl:ics of the amiable perfonages they mif-re
prefented, decorated themfelves therewith, ,!nd 
thus came mafked to the ball. Your kind 
opinion of them vvas by no means reprehen
fi ble ; it was praifeworthy, becaufe you be
lieved them to ?e in reality the characters they, 

attempted 
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~ttempted fo perfonate ; but, had you before 

known how to difl:inguiili, you would have 

obferved their failure ip a variety of infl:ances. 

Had the lady who gave half a crown to a 

poor man as !he fiepped from her carriage 

been Charity, !he would not have kicked the 

little dog, which, to efcape the purf uit of fome 

hard-hearted boys, crouched at her feet for 

proteB:ion; and had her companion, who en

tered the ball-roo~ with fiudied phrafes and 

innumerable curtjies, iliakihg one by the hand, 

~nd· complimenting another, been P~litenefs, 

ilie would not fcornfully have turned from a 

young lady of inferior birth, who with extreme 

gentlenefs inquired concerning the health of 

her family. True "charity and true politenejs· 

;ire never inconfi flent'; for which reafon, thofe 

who artfully affume their charallers are eafily

d-etected by an attentive obferver. 

Dr. G ·regory, in his Advice to his Daugh:. 

ters, fays, " . Do not confine you:r charity to· 

t~ giving money. You may have- many op

G 



-u portunities of !hewing a compaffionate fpirit 

" where your money is not wanted." 

If the lady before mentioned had been cha

ritably inclined, ilie would have petitioned her 

father not to purfue his intention of pulling 

down a pleafant cottage belonging to Widow 

S * * *, in order to enlarge his grounds; in

fiead of which, ilie unfeelingly faid, " I hope, 

" Sir, you will foon put that project in exe

,, cution ; for I long to fee a beautiful canal 

" meandering in the val1ey where that ihabby 

" cottage now fiands ; and, indeed, Mrs. S*~* 
" and her children have been fo troublefome 

" of late, that I ihall not be eaf y 'till they are 

" turned out. They had the confi<lence 

" yefterday to interrupt me in my walk, and 

" _ petition me to intercede in their behalf; 

-,, Mrs. S * * * telling me, that !he believed th!! 

" removal would be the death of her; adding, 

" that during the life of her hufband it was the 

" humble abode of happinefs; and that fince 

" his death, her only confolation, next to the 

·H tendernefs of her children., was in the foli-

-'_' tary 
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~" tary employment of nurturing the 1hruhbcry 

"' which he had planted, and in contemplating 

"' the progrefs of his former indufiry .-And 

" then fue began to cry, which obliged me to 

" tell her, I thought the indulgence of fuch 

~, feelings was very improper in a perfon oL 

" her mean fiation ; ind that fue ought, in 

" her ·early days, to have been taught fub
'( , miffion to her fuperiors : however, out of 
" compaffion:, I offered her half a guinea, 

-cc which !he haughtily refufed; telling me, 

"that money could not purchafe another ha

." bitation like the lov'd cottage £he mu!l leave, 

u and therefore ihe would not accept my 
b 

,, 
"' ounty. • 

·This unfeeling di[courfe, at which I be~ 

]ieve, laqies, you were not prefent, was in

terrupted by a gentleman from the bali-room~ 

·who came to requefi: her hand f~r the next 

dance. The infenfibility of this oppreflor, an<l. 

t he forlorn fiate of the opprejfed, brought on a 

train of refleclions in my mind, that neither 

o 2 the 



the enchanting found of f weet muiic, nor tlie· 

hilari-ty of the company, could check. 

Thefe are they, thought I, " who ·devour 
a, widows houfes :'' and thefe are fuch as Dr. 
Goldf mith has in vain reproved in his exqui

fitely beautiful poem, The Deferted Village. 

1 fay in vain, becaufe thofe who have read his

works have not profited by the following : 

pointed lines·:· 

" Where then, ah! where, thall poverty refide 

H To .'fcape the prelfure of contiguous pride? 
u Ifto fome..comm.on's fencelefs limits ftray'd, . 

" He drives his flock to pick the fcanty blade, 

'' Thofefencelefs fields the fans of wealrh divide", 
~, And e'en the hare-worn common is deny'd * ," 

And ; 

* I hope-the- infertion of the above lines, and con.. 

fe quent obf&"vations, wili not give fcope to the male
volence of thofe who indulge themfel,res, invectively, 

againi1: every gentleman who, perhaps, without the 
leafi: thought of oppreffion, wi{hes to ·add an acre or 
two to his grounds. Whenev•er I hear a perfon ex;.. 

claiming-" What I are the poor to be deprived of 

'' every comfort to fu-ppart the luxur:y of the rich?" &c .. 
l al -



And again, when deploring the baniiliment .of 

a family, he fays, 

◄ c Good Heav'n ! what forrows gloom'd that parting 

" day 
-' 1 That call'd them'from their nati'7.Je walks away; 

" When the poor exiles, every pleafure pa!t, 

'-' H1111g routzd Jhefr ·bowers,, and fondly .look.'d their 

"lafr.'' 

• 
I alwa..ys &,fpetl: that fome private pique aga~n(c 

the Enclofer inl1igates his feeming compaffion; for, 

alas! the midd1ing dafs of foci~ty, at times, opp refs 

the poor as m11ch, as the rich do; --and few have fo 

mach fee!i.ag as to fb.nd forth the champions of the 

oppreffe<l, except they feel fome rcfentmcnt them

felves againl1 the opprcffor; and fclJom, .. ery frl ~ 

clom, has the boafi:er any legal title to the virtues of 

which he boa!rs. I .do not fay, that a diji:nterejled 

friend is ne<Ver to be fonnd: I fhoukl, indeed, be moO: 

ungrateful if I did; having (jointly with a dear re. 

lation) experienced, in the early part of my life, that 

mo!l: invaluablt bleffing at a time when it was mofl 

needed, and never will its confcqucnccs be erafcd 

from my memory. 

Let the above fubjcc1:, however, be properly c-on 

.f1'tlered, and lt \\ ill furcly be acknowlcclgeJ, that a 

c l 
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To quit, even with an advantageous p·r~ · 
fpecl, a dwelling to whi1:h we have been long 
accufiomed, and to which d·omefiic happinefs,. 
or domefiic misfortunes, have chained either 
our affections or memory, is al ways painful ; 
but to be exiled by the pride of others from 
the " feats of ol:lr youth,'' i-s next to heartQ 
breaking. 

He who H indignant' f purns the cottage from
u the green," endeavours to excufe his fe
verity by faying~ " it is but a hovel; the fa
" mily will live much more comfortably in 
" another place." That may be the plea of 

' village n~ay fomerimes be a gainer by the enlarge-
ment of a gentleman's grounds; fince the number of 
w0rkmen employed in fuch alterations mufr certainly 
.afford more affifiance to poor families, than the fcanty 
pittance drawn from the privilege of keeping a few 
geefe or ilieep on " the bare-worri common.'' Let 
not the enclofer, therefore, be condemned, except (as 
in the infrance of the widow be_fore mentioned) fe
verity and oppreffion be exercifed; then, indeed 1 · 

however high his fiation ., he is an objeft deferving 
contempt. 

the 



the ufurper, but is feldom the opinion of the 

baniilied family. The love of home is not to 

be deracinated; and Goldfmith, in his de

fcription of the mountaineers of Swifferland,. 
~ 

makes the following obfervation: 

"Dear is thatfoed to which his foul conforms, 

'' And dear that hill which lifts himto theflorm,. 

" While the rude torrent and the whirlwind's roar 

" But bind him to his natirve mountains more." 

In a charming poem·, entitled ·" ·Local At .. 

H-tachments," this adherence to ·home, whe

ther in humble or. exalted life, is naturally 

and affetl:ingly exemplified in a variety of in

terefting inftances; among which the Win• 

cheft_er-fchool-boy is not the leaft. 

It would, however, be inju!l:ice to people 

of fortune, many of whom have hearts ex

panding with benevolence, . not •to bring fome 

examples of humanity, where power could 

have been exerted in depriving the peafantry of 

comfort. 
(} 4 I once 
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I once had 1he honour of calling friend a. 
gentleman*, whofe mind was fo replete with 
philanthropy, that it might be truly faid of 
him, 

" He gathered blifs to fee his neighbours bleft." 

'° " Michael Collinfon, Efq. who, ·like -his father, 
.. Peter Collinfon, Efq. long :in eminent member -of 
"the Royal Soci~ty, was diftinguiJbed for his know
u ledge in natur,il hi!tor.y, and for the attention -he 
"paid to botanical fubjects in particular. From his 
u generally well-info:r:med inind, and polilhed man
"- ' ners, his co~1pany was much e(teemed by perfons 
41 of the fi rfl: eminence; _and to h :s more intimate 
"friends he was endeared by ·his remarkably enga~ng 
u attention to them, as well as -by his benevolence 
"and libe-rality. His enjoyment of the latter part of 
"his life was much interrupted, .ind toward the clofe 
" of it almoft fob•:erted, by a feries of painful difor-
4' ders, which he fc.11ained with exelllplary patience, 
" refignation, and fortitude!·" · 

The above jut!: traits of his character appeared in 
the Chronicle ·lhortly -after his deceafe; •inferted, -I 
i magine, by the defire of an _affeffonate .relation. 

,Once 
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Once, when converfing with him on the 

·beauty of his grounds, I noticed, in particu:.. 

lar, the grove of elms btfore his houfe. " It 

" is very pleafant,'' he re,plied; and added," I 

" could enc]ofe it, .but I never will ; for I 
" derive higher gratification from feeing my 

'' neighbours enjoy .it, than I fhoulci do if it 

" were added to my garden." But the gene

rofity o.f this eftimable character wa. fiill 1nore 

extenfive: the timid hare found in his gardei:1 

a refuge from its purfuers; and even the fpar

rows were fuffered to fieal the feeds with 

i,.mpunity. '' There is enoug.h for them an~ 

" me,'' I nave heard him fay ; and indeed 

'there was found produce enough for many 

families in the village to :partake of; for mu ... 

nificence could not exceed his. 

In the difpenfations of his bounty he dif

covered an elegant and exalted underfianding; 

forJ though " to foften the calamities of man

·" ljnd, and inf pirt gladnefs into an oppreffed 

" heart., is the noble.ft privilege of an enlarged 

t:~ fortune, ye.t there ar.e few who know how 
,, to 

T 
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'' to exercife tliat privilege in ail its generous 
" refinements: I have feen charit'y (fays the 
'' author I am now quoting), if charity it 
" might be called, infult with an air of pity, 
" and wound at the fame time that it healed; 
" but I have alfo feen the highefl: munificence 
" difpenfed with the mofl: refined tendernefs, 
" and bounty conferred with as much addrefs 
" as the mofl: artful could employ in foliciting 

" a favour*." 

Had the worthy friend, whofe name I have 
jufl recorded, been now living, I fhould have 
fuppreffed encomium, lefl: it might have been 
confidcred as flattery; but, as he is no more!

it is only a j ufl: tribute of gratitude due to his 

memory. 

Having imperceptibly deviated from my fidl: 
intention, I cannot return to the fubjecl which 
induced me to adcrefs you, till I have engaged 

your attention awhile to another charalter, of 

:t Fitzo!borne's Letters. 

whofe 
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"vhofe benevolent diftribution of p1eafure t& 

others I have been myfelf a witnefs and par

taker. . · 

In the year 1782, the tender indulgence of 

a very eftimable lady afforded me an oppor

tunity of paffing fome pleafant weeks at Bath,_ 

Briftol, and Stour Head: at the latter, my 

generous entertainer fixed her abode for a 

fortnight; and every-day we enjoyed the luxury 

of rambling uncontrou1ed about the fpacious 

and beautiful grounds belonging to Mr. Hoare., 

the banker. With an amiable young compa

nion, of whom I ihall fpeak hereafter, I have 

paffed in the Turkifh Pavillion the early morn

ing hours ; have been !heltered in the cool 

Grotto on the river Stour from the fultry heat 
I • 

of rioon ; and have bidden adieu fo " parting 

" day" in the Temple of the Sun at eve. 

To defcribe the beauties of that delightful 

feat is entirely out of my power; I faw and 

felt them all; but defcription mull: be left to 

abler pens than mine: indeed it is not requifite 
to 
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to my .prefent purpofe, which is to infiil int® 
the minds of young ladies fuch a ref peel for 

.characters difl:ingui!hed for dijfufive benevolence, 

as may induce them to imitate while they 

'1:lVtr...£.. 

I 'hoj)e fhe amiable .and much-va1ued lady I 

have alluded to will pardon me for the liberty 
I have taken in thus jnferting, without per
miffion, a line or two of her .poem on the 
beauties of Stour Heade 

After a jufi and elegant defcription .of that 
.~nchanting fpot, together w~th fame interdl:ing 
traits of the owner's charalt:er, the following 
lines, applicable to my prefent fubjecr, occur .: 

•" Yet the [e f weet !hades t-o him would be impair'd, 
"Be11e<vole11ce fo trnly rules his mind, 

,u Unlefs with all their rural charms he !har'd,. 

'' For, like his foul, his walks are unconfin'd.'> 

The extent of the above mentioned grounds 
:is /even miles; that part more _particularly 

calk.d 
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called Pleafure Grounds is about three ; and 

throughout-the wfiole there was not a fajfmed 

gate~ 

What is remarkable, there was not a vefiige 

of plebeian depredation, nor fo much as a 

cropt flower to be feen: . no doubt the peafantr:y 

felt the vall1e o( their privileges, and acl:ed fo 

as to deferve their continuance. 

· Whatever f have advanced· in the courfe of 

this letter on-the Eride and oppreffion of high 

life, I think thofe vices of equal, if not 

greater, magnitude in the lower ranks of fo

ciety: a proud man or woman who have. been 

educated, may one day be com,inced of thei-r 

failings by books, by- advice, or by adverfity; 

but the low, . uneducated proud, whofe ignorance 

is always accompanied by obflinacy,. are like 

untamed brutes, and over them· reafon has no 

power. If low by birth, low in manners, 

an~ low in fiation, the fchool of. adverfity is 

no fchool for them; and if the wheel of for

tune turns in their favour-, they become what .. 
l- lS 
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is vulgarly, but very jufily, called purfa-proud; 
and from the purfe-proud low, 'what is it that 
fenfibility, humility, meeknefs, and misfor
tune, do not fuffer ? 

It is now requifite that I fhou1d go back to 
the evening of the ball, as I have another ob
fervation to make on the characl:er you thought 
fo polite. 

What I am going to remark, you may pro
bably think very trifling; but recollelt the 
beginning of my letter, and you will find it 
accord with my firfi intention. 

The humble young lady from whom Mifs 
H*** fcornfull y turned at her _entrance, had 
chofen for her dance " The Flowers of Edin
" burgh," which fhe went through with pe-:
cu1iar eafe and grace ; the party followed, and 
at length Mifs H * * * came down the lines, 
making intentional miftakes in her way, and 
-then laughing affecl:edly at the impoffib 'lity of 
attending to fuch a tedious figure. J ufi as ihe 

was 
. . 
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';Vas paffing the amiable girl fhe meant to infu1t, 

"fhe faid, " I wonder who chofe this dance? 

" It is abfolutely fo unfafhionably long, that 

" really one had need have the conftitution of 

'' a dairy-maid to go down it." And when fhe_ 

had concluded, fhe defired the next couple not 

to choofe a dance with the figure hay, for that 

it was too vulgar to be introduced in a genteel 

company. A friend, the next day, compaf

fionating the perfecuted young lady for fuch 

undeferved ill treatment, ilie fenGbly replied, 

" It did not affect me; I have met with fo 

" many real troubles, that I fhould be a:fhamed 

" to be even difcompofed at the poor efforts o( 

"envy and vanity fo contemptible.'' 

Young ladies, when they accept an invita

tio~, ihould remember, that there are mutual 

duties in fociety, that require them to oblige 

as well as to be obliged; and therefore if, at a: 
ball, they like, for the fake of fojhion, _to choofe 

a jhort dance, th~y :fhou1d, for the_ fake of p0-
litenejs, condefcend to the tafie of others, who,_·. 

-to £hew that they are not jlaves to ,fajhio.n, or, 

3 f61: 
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for tfie fake of a tune, may with as m~cli pro,;, 
priety choofe a long one ; and I would advif e' 

t'hem never to contend about the gentility or" 

vulgarity of a figure; for whether we dance· 

triangularly, circuhirly, or choofe to form in 
our movements· the almofi banifhed figure 8,
if we p·erform our motions with eafe and good. 

humour, we iliall approach much nearer to gen-· 

tility than the fafhionable difputer who is depri·-. 

ving a ccmpany of innocent enjoyment, merely 

to maintain a ridiculous op-inion, that to form a' 

double ring is not fo genteel as a Jingle one. 

How much happier· are r ar-ties· where· all, re-
ciprocally, fl:ri ve 

"To pleafe-are pleas'd-who gi<Ve to gain eaeem, • 

u 'Till feeming ble!l:,-the y-g !"◊W to what they fe-em. " 

Thus, dear I:adies, h'ave !"·endeavoured to' 
, . 

p:oint out the neceffity of atten-di11g to trifles, 

as well as tb circumil:ances which are, com

paratively, of more importance, in our com

munications with fociety; and, left you ilioul cl · 

again l:5e induced; by falfe a-ppearances; to 
pay 
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pay that refpell: to ofientation which is ·only 

.d1ie to virtue, I advife you, in future, to ma~e 

obfervations (but not cenforioufly) on the cion

.f!flency of charaeters; and by that criterion you 

may fafely form your judgment, and felect 

your friends. 

I will not fay adieu, till I have given you 

the promifed anecdote of the young lady *, 
my companion at Sto.ur Head; for, though it 

is foreign from the general tenor of this letter., 

yet, as it affords me an opportunity of record

ing a proof of duty to a parent (_a virtue I 
have always endeavoured to inculcate) I iliall 

make no apology for the inferti-on. 

This amiable child was not quite fourteen, 

when, with great regret, I parted with her at 

Brii1ol, on her entranc~ at Mifs More's fchoo]. 

She liad a mind well informed, a difpofition 

truly engaging, and a capacity fq·ua~ to the 

:ll Mifa O1Kcefe. 

H 
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.-attainment of whatever fhe undertook. Mu fie, -, . 

which file had an invincible defire of learning, 

was (I know not for what reafon) denied. A 

naval officer, who had a high ref peel: for her 

family, heard her lament the painful proh i:. 

bition: he faid to her, " You fhall learn, my 

" dear. Per~aps your mamma thinks the 

"ex pence unneceffary, therefore I will defray it , 

• 4 i and yon !hall". learn without the know ledge 

" of your mother." 

" 0 ! no, Sir," {he replied ; " l am ver y 

~' much obliged to you, very much obliged 

" indeed; but I cannot think of learning witlt

" out my mama's confent, it would be fo tm

" dutiful.'' He endeavoured to convince her' 

by the moil: perfuafi ve arguments, that there 

would be n o impropriety in her compliance; 

but, though he eloquently pleaded, and though 

her own defire of fuch an accomplifhment 

was in unifon with his perfuafions, yet did this 

charming girl, at fo early an age, combat all 

.his , arguments; and concluded with a mofl: 
polite 
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polite and fieady rejecrion, faying, " I fhali 

" al ways remember your goodnc:fs, Sir, bnt 

'' my mama has forbiddm_, :ir..d I wifh to obey 

" her." 

When. fhe was abfent, the gentleman faid 

to me, " What a fine underfian<ling has that 

"excellent girl! I think I value her more 

" for her rejeclion of my propofal than I 

" iliould have done had {he · accepted it.'' 

Let thofe young ladi.es, who are plotting 

elopements to defiroy the peace of their pa

rents, learn their duty from a child of four

teen ; and they may reH: affured> that the morl: 

certain way of fecuring the permanent refpeB: 

of thofe who would perfuade them to err, is 

by a il:eady and polite determination to follow 

the guidance of parental experience. 

I have now, dear Ladies, accompli{hed my 

arduous undertaking; and earneil:ly entreating 

you to view in their proper light the various 

H 2, fubjeB:s-
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fubjecls of my -pen, which, notwithl1anding 
fom,e plain rebukes, has been employed for 
the benefit of thofe I value~,! fubfcribe myfelf, 
with fincerity, 

Y-our faithful and affecl:ionate Friend, 

CH. PALMER .. 

POST-
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P O S T S C R I P Ts 

AS I wiih to make this fmall work as ufe
ful as the ihort intervals of leifure will 

allow, I fhall now add a· remark or two on 
fome of the rnofi obvious errors whkh occur 
in almofi every fentence of the inattentive 
fpeaker. 

The young lady who told me fhe went to Mrs. 
Siddon's benefit, need not fear ridicule if . ihe 
fhould in future add another s to the name. The 
laugh againil untaught people, who fay pqjles, 
heajles, &c. has made many a diffident perfon 
afraid of ufing the genitive cafe, thinkin,g 
that Siddons's, &c. affords the fame ground for 

II 3 ccn~ 
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cenfur~; but there 1s no impropriety in 'the 

latter, ftnce a name that ends with s mufl 

always have another s added to it to form the 

genitive cafe, othenvife the name is abridged ; 

for inil-ance, to fay Mrs. Siddon's benefit, 1s 

making the name Siddon. 

" The fuppofition that s denotes his has 

" been fufficientJy exploded ; for it is added to 

" the proper names of women, as Mary's cap, 

" Betjey's ring, &c.*" 

Having heard the prefent tenf e of the verb 

t o Jhew u fed for the pafr tenfe and pa:ffi ve par

ticiple, I !hall here fix each in their right 

pbces. 

Pajl or Impe,fefl Pajfive 

Prefent Tenfe. 'Ienfe. Participle. 

Shew, Shewed Shewn 

or 

Show Showed Shown 

""See Afu's and Trinder's Grammars. 

.Ex. 
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Ex. I will fhew my work to you. be 

fhewed her book to me. The curiofities were 

jhewn by the gentleman who collecl:ed them. 

The pat1 tenfe of the verb to draw is as fre .. 

·quently out of place. 

·Prefent T'enfe, 

·Draw 

Paff 7'eJJje. 

Drew 

Pajfi,ve Part. 

Drawn 

Ex. ~I wiil draw a bird ; I drew one yefier

·clay; but it was not drawn well. 

Came, the pafi: or imperfect tenfe of the verb 

·to come, is much in fafhion with illiterate 

people. It founds, in the ear of the untaught, 

·rather genteeler than come; but let not thofe *, 

who ought to know better, ·ufe it out of place. 

* Theft and thoJe fhould not be ufed 1ndifcrimi-

11atel y ; theft relates to what is near, thofe to what is 

·di!tant. Ex. You are welcome to theft fciJfars (which 

I have in my hand), or to thoJe which I left in my 

1Coom; theft do not cut well, but 1hofa a.i::e very fharp. 

H 4 " I ihoulcl\ 
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" I !hou1d have came" is wrong; come is tT1e 
paffive participle. Ex. When did you come?_ 
I came yell:erday. I ihould have come the day_ 
before, but was prevented*. 

* " Lily's Grammar Jays down a good rnle with 
., rerpect to pailivd parlciples, that they all end in ~ 
t< d, r, or n, as fed, taught, flain. This analogy is 
u liable to as few ex~e-ption& as any; and, confide ring 
"how little analogy of any kind we have in the Eng
" lifl1 language, it feems wrong to annihilate the few 
~, traces that may be found. It would be well, there
~• fore, if all perfons who endeavour to be accurate-, 
" would be careful to avoid a corruption at prefent 
" fo prevalent of faying ' it was wrote,' for ' it was 
u 'V.Jritlen:' 'l1e was drorz.1e,' for' he was driven:'' I 
"have Jell,' for' I havefallen:' I have 'U.,ent,' for' I 
'' have gone:' in all which inl1ances a verb is abfurdly 
u ufed to fupply the paffi ve participle, without any 
~, neceility from the want of fuch a participle.•' 

See Hermes, or a Philofophical Inguiry concerning 
Univerfal Grammar, by James Harris, Efq. See alfo 
'Trinder's Effay and Devis's Accid.ence. 

Come, gonr, done, bonre, flone, made, clung, &c. are 
exceptions to the above rllle, 

The 



( 105 } 

The conjunctions either, neither, or, ancl nor, 

~re often ufed improperly; nor fhould ahvays 

follow neither, and or, either. 

Ex. Neither thought, word, nor deed . 

Either this or that. 

1Vor I either, is improper. 

In the firft letter I have given a hint ~r two 

relative to pronunciation, I ihall therefore here 

only obfei-ve, that the following contrallions 

are extremcl y inelegant: certn, Latn, fortn, 

Jatn, &c. for certain, Latin, fortune, fatin, &c. 

An attention to elegant f peakers is the readieft 

way of acquiring a graceful pronunciation. 

If young ladies would attend, as they ought, 

to the pleafing ftudy of their own language, 

the remarks I have made would be roodered . 
fuperfluous; and indeed there are fo many 

cheap and ufeful books extant for their in

firuclion, that it is a difgrace to a lady of 

tolerable capacity to be unacquainted with 

them. 
Aili's 
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fh's Introduction to Lowth's Englifh 

Grammar, 

··Dr. Trinder's E{fay on Engli{h Grammar, 

Ellen Devis's Engliih Accidence, 

·And a late edition of Entick's Spelling 

DiB:ionary, 

nre all worth the attention of adults ; -but it 

is generaHy thought too childi fh for grown 

ladies to attend to books ufed by children at 

fchool; therefore thofe who are above liil:ening 

·to advice, mufi continue to read novels, and 
. . . 

rem:irn in ignorance. 

To defcrt our own -1anguage for the fake of 

another is like preferring a :flranger to a 

,friend; and -yet I am far from difcouraging 

.;an/ acquirement: I only wi-fh to obferve, that 

-our frim,ds have the firfi title to our attention*. 

\Vhen 

:l(, " The importance of an Englifh education is now 

"pretty well underfiood; and it is generally acknow

~, kdged, that not only for ladies, but for young 

Gt 0·entlemen defigned merely for trade, an intimate 

--,:,, . .acquaintance with the proprieties and beauties of the 

~' -Engli·fh 
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'When -a young ia:dy te1Is me fhe:is m~king 

great pr(?grefs in the French language, and the 

next minute fays, "this French book was gave 

" to me by the gentleman who is teaching 

"me," I cannot co: np-liment her fo highly as 

to fuppofe her French is better than her Eng

lijh ; for if !he perceive not a difference i.n 

g-ive, gave, given, I naturally conclude that 

ilie cannot diflinguiili the various fignifications 

of the following · French words, donnez, donner:9 

donnerai, donne, and donne ; therefore m_y dear 

.pupils, 

"Let all the foreign tongues alo11e, 

"Till you can read and wyiteyour o<wn;'7 

4 ' Englifh ongue would"be a very deGrable and ne-

" ceffary attainment, far preferable to a ]mattering o~f 

" the learned languages:" AsH. 

"Some perfons make a great buftle, and tell you, 

" that it is impoffibl~ to fpell or write good Englijh 

" without beinff well acquainted with Latin; ·but we 
b . 

•' are now quite convinced of the contrary, l1aving a 

,,, per,fefc grammar of our,.ow.n." °FENN me . 

.-Since: 
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~ince the foregoing letters were fent to the 
prcfs, many paifages have recurred to my re
collection which I iliould gladly have enlarged 
upon for the infl:ruB:ion of my young readers; 
therefore, though they may be ~ little out of 
place, I hope they will be no lefs ufeful if 
continued in the Pofl:fcript, 

Among the many virtues which ennoble 
the human heart, integrity has a claim to pe
culiar ref petL If we are once affured that it 
is in our friend's poifeilion, we may fafely 
<lifburden our hearts when oppreifed with 
grief, and extend our pleafures by imparting 
them. There is fomething more than pleafure, 
there is happinefs in difclofing affairs of confe. 
quence to an interefied and disinterefied friend 
who has underfl:anding and prndence; but as 
thefe briliiant virtues are not to be met with 
every day, young ladies ihould be careful how 
they place an implicit confidence in either fex, 
particularly thofc of their own age, whofe ex
perience is generally upon an equality with 
their own; confequently advice from fuch, 

3 how-
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however well meant, is very feldom advan• 

tageous. 

Dr. Gregory fays, " In the choice of your 

" friends, have your principal regard to good

" nefs of heart and fidelity , if they alfo pof

" fefs tafle and genius, that will frill make 

" them more ufeful as -companions. If you 

" have the ·good fortune to mee_t with any 

n who ( on the above principles) deferve the 

" name of friends, unbofom yourfelf lo them 

" with the moil unfufpicious confidence. An 

" open temper, if refl:rained but by tolerable 

" prudence, will make you, on the whole, much 

" happier than a referved, fufpicious one. But 

" however open you m.1y be on your own 

" affairs, never difclofe the fecrets of Olle 

'.' friend to another; thefe are fecret depofits 

" which do not belong to you ; nor have you 

" any right to make ufe of them." 

Our fex are particularly accufed of inf1delity 

refpecl:ing the confidence repofed in us---1 

\hink unjuilly. For my own part, the affeclion 

cf 
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of an amiable fifi-er has rendered a, confidant· 

unneceifary; yet I have fo high an opinion of 

fome ladies of my acquaintance, that I fhould 

not fear trufting them with the rnoft impor

tant circnmfiances ; nor- with letters of con

fequence unfealed; indeed, if an unfealed letter 
' 

be not as fafe in the han<ls of a friend as a 

fealed one, that friend- does not poifefs true 

honour. L ocks and Jeals are ufed as fecurities 

againfi d~fhone.fty. and curiqfity; were honour 

and integrity un.iverfal there would be no oc

caGon for eithe1•. Be not fond of ditclo[ing 

your o,,,n affafa-s for the fake of hearing thofe 

- of others, lefr your curiofity lead you to dif

hone_fiy; therefore " feek not to know ·vvhat 

u is improper for thee, tbirft not after pro• 

"hibited knowledge, for in the acquaintance 

,., of many things lieth not wifdom, but in the 

,., knowledge of that·which is meet. Let the 

" threfhold of thy neighbour's door fecure her 

" fam ily; let not her window tempt thine eye 

" to fee, nor the open cafernent thine ear 

,,, to hear the focrets of her houfe ; for the 

u prying eye is a,. f.oe to itfelf, and the lifiening 

"ear 
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" ear will hear itfelf Dandered. Art thou fo .. 

" qui·Gtive after deeds of defamation and re

" pToof, inquire of thyfelf, a-nd thou ihalt find 

H· employment with in*.'; 

I fh all conclude thi s inl1rultion with a quo-· 

tat ion from a letter of an elegan~ corref pon

den t, whofe fenriments are · 1'rway~ worth re- . 

c-ording. ".· I never f pread fubtile net~ to- 

" catch fec rets, as fpiders do flies; bnr'.-if they 

H are commi tted to my guardianihip, i con,. 

"'fider them as wards in trufl: which demand:· 

" my kindefl:- attention and :fl:eadiefl: pm-

Attend to thef e hin-ts, and be f aithful. · 

Never indulge ·yourfelves in perfonal, pr0 ... 

J~f!ional, nor natio.nal prejudices; they are the 

fai lings of narrow minds. Perfonal beauty 
' 

a nd perfonal deformity are of themfel ves equally-

incapable of dif penfing comfort; and when,. 

* Whole Duty of V{oman. 
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in the hour of di!hefs, we langui!h for the 
bleiling, of a friend, the form or complexion 
will be found of no confequence. Benevo
lence has the power of giving charms to the 
plainefl: features, while the loveliefl: are ren
dered forbidding by haughtinefs and oppreffion. 
Perfonal attraB:ions have, in my opinion, juft 
·the fame effect as a fine picture, and are ca
pable.of exciting a little admiration in common 
with the beauties of nature, but can never 
create efleem nor refpell ; and thofe who 
-choofe a partner from external appearances 
1mly,_ difcover a defeB:ive underfl:anding. 

" Beauty foon grows familiar to the lover, 
" Fades in his eye, and palls upon his fenfe." 

Refletlions thrown upon profif!ional gentie 4 

1nen, as phyjicians, lawyers, clergymen, &c. 
difcover a mind tainted with the love of de
tract.ion, a fault partict1larly afcribed to our 
fex. Phyfical gentlemen are accufed of inhu
manity; thofe of the law, of dijhonejly; and the 
refpectable dergy ar~, 'in general, termed 

h)pocritcs, 
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hypocrites. Inil:ances of fuch vices may cer

tain! y be found in each denomination ; but 

that is no reafon why the characters of the 

innoc_er.t i110uld fuffer with the guilty, nor is 

it an excufe for thofe who indulge in £lander. 

Knox has very jufily obferved, that if a 

_phyGcian were to fee1 as an interefted friend 

does for the fufferings ot his patients, he 

wrnild he unfit to adminifl:er the means of 

relief; but that medical gentlemen are capable 

of fympathy when they go " to the houfe of 

111ourning," I have myfelf been a witnefs. 

A few years ago a fcene of extreme affliction, 

occ::d1oned by a fatal di forder, happened in the 

farnily of a friend of mine. I will .not enter 

into a detail of the melancholy circumfiances, 

left it ibould revive in the minds of the 

amiable furviving relatives too keen a remem

brance of pafi fufferings; I £hall, therefore, 

-0nly obferv~, that a worthy apothecary, who 

.attended the family, one day called on me, and, 

I as 
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of his pa· ients, he thus humanely expreffed· 

his feelings, which were alfo viuble in his 

countenance: " It is, indeed, fuch a fcene of , 
" farrow, that I had rather give five guineas 

" than go to the hou fe." 

.li&dical gentlemen, however, efcape much 

better than tho1e Qf the law,- againfi whom 

every little willing thinks J~e has a right'' to 

" fhoot o □ t his arrows,," " even bitter vrnrds? 

lf the fo tricacies of the law afford greater 

opportunity for di{honefiy, fo much the higher 
praife is due to thofe who " hold fafi their 

" integriiy ." Having myftlf undergone many 

viciffitudes, the lavv has had fame {hare amongfl: 

them ; and from different gentlemen in that 

profeffion I have experienced very noble and 

very mean treatment;, fo I have from thofe 

who knew nothing of law: I therefore afcribecl 
tne virtue and the vice to 1.he perfons who 

exercifed them ; the profej)ion was (in my 
opinion) neither. exalted by the one, nor abafecl. 

by 
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(il)f our Engli:!h poets, that 

" The out-ward aB is prompted from within, 

" And from the finne1·' s mind. proceeds the Jin.'' 

The witticif ms thrown on tfie clergy are, I 

think, ftill more reprehenfible, being a defiance 

of religion; and the perfon who can wantonly 

degrade the chuical character is himfelf, or 

herfelf, lefs ref peBable than the charaB:er de

graded. Thofe v,ho indulge themfelves in 

buffoonery on fan.ed fubjeB:.s, at a,ny ti.me, are 

by no means dlimable, but particuJady. when, 

in the pref<:nce of a clergyman: their ill-timed 

and falfe wit is then a perfonal infult, as welL 

as an infu1t on religion. I have feen clergy

men bear with it, till I have been furprifed 

at their patience ; but imagine they very pro-

per! y th01:1ght the jefters too mean for ref.ent

xnent. 

National prejudices are the next on my Tift,. 

~n which,. however, I iliall fay but little,_ fir cc
i.t 
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·it .is gene·rally a1lowcd, that there is a nationi1 
charaB:.er; but that is no reafon why we fhould. 
fuppofe, that Providence has placed on one 
part of the earth men of a fuperior order to 

thofe on another part. " Human nature," 
-fays an elegant writer, whofe name I have 
forgotten, " is every where the fame:'' and 
may charity ever cinculcate the idea, that 

"Virtue's confin'd to no one fpot, 
_- " But blooms the growth of every clime.'' 

;Even uncivilifed nations prove the truth of 
the above lines ; and the contemplation of the 
many virtues of untaught nature ought to 
make the rnore cultivated blu{h at their own 
frequent deviations from rectitude, and want 
·of _philant_hropy. 

I never derived more pleafure from any nar
·rative -or hifl:ory I ever read, than from Keate'-s 
e1~gant .A ccount of the Pelew Ifiands, on which 
Captain 7"Wilfon wa~ fnipwrecked. The man
·ners of the iila-ndcrs were, indeed, dHlinguifhed 

by 
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By fuch artlefs fimplicity, and their minds fb 

ennobled by benevolence, that the reader is 

forcibly led to feel the relationfhip which one 

part of the world bears to another, and to join 

with Dr. J ohnfon and l\,frs. Piozzi, that 

" All men throug11out the peopled earth 

" From one fublirne beginni ng fpring; 

"All from one fource derive their l.;irth, 

" The fame their parent and th ei r King.'' 

As many of my fubfcribers are among thofe 

who have read, with pleafure equal to mine,. 

the above-mentioned intere!l:ing narrative, I 

flatter myfelf they will be pleafed with the 

:i nfertion of the following beautiful lines 

by Mrs. W e!l:. That lady has adhered fo 

clofely to the circumfiances narrated, that thofe 

whofe fenGbility has fubGded iince Mr. K eate's 

affecting pen called it forth, will find it per

ceptibly revived by the furrow-movin g poetefs~ . 

from whom I hope my pupils will reap in~ 

ftructi on. 

BELEW .. 
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...,......,....._,..__,_...,... 

T,~is Poem wa.s occajioned 'by i·eading Jv.l·. Keate''J 

auimated De.fcription if the Pele-w Jjlands. 

A LONG tbe ftar-impeopled fky · 
Full thirty moons had run, 

Since Abba Thule *, with manly grief, 

Difmifs'd his·vent'rous font• 

* The Eaft India Company's !hip the Antelope 
being wrecked on Oroolong, one of the Pelew i0ands, 
Abba Thule the king, and h is fubjec1:s, gave the crew 
a moft hof pi table reception, and ailifted them with 
every thing the country afforded. 

t The king, at the departure of the Englif1i, en
tru!l:ed his fee0ncl fon, Lee Boo, to the care of Capt. 
Wilfon, that he might, to ufe his own words, " b.e 
"made an Eng~ijhman.'' 



(,, Go, youth!" the prudent monarch faid, 

" This \Vondrous England view: 

'Go, to that <lifiant world difclof~ 

The virtues of Pelew. 

"~ To ufeful arts thy hands apply, 

To ufeful lore attend ; 

So Ihall the travels of thy youth 

Tby riper :i.ge befrientli. 

" For not to pleafe thy rovjng eye 

Thou feek'fi: the land unkno1,1.1n, 

But that its wifdom, arts, and arms, 

;£ May dignify thy 0wn. 

'' Nor let the grandeur of the fcenei 

With fear thy foul appall; 

·'Tis but a mockery, a :fhow; 

True worth tranfcends it all. 

:, Ye friendly {hangers! to whofe care 

My darling I confide; 

'.Oh! think henceforth a father.,s love 

Mufi be by you fupply'd. 

l + -fl Good 
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" Good fpeed to a11 ! when on this lin_e * 
No record I difcern, 

I'll climb the heights of Oroolong, 
And wait my fon's return." 

Here ceas'd the jufi benignant prince; 
The flowing fails expand, 

And Britain's gen'rous tars with grief 
Forfake the friendly land. 

Remember'tl kindnefs fill'd each ey€ 
vVith f ymp.athetic tears, 

Deprefa'd with woe eQch feeling hea,rt, 
And check'd the parting ~heers t • 

,;i. Abba Thule inqui re d of Capt. Wilfon, how 10115 
it might probably be before his fon returned; and 
being informed aboLH thirty moons, he made a corre
fpondent number of knots upon a piece of line,. and 
carefully laid it by. 

t The Englifh were fo affected at the kindnefs of 
tb.e1e iflanders, that they could fcarcely articulate three 
cheers at parting. 

And' 
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And now to grace his fon's return,. 

When free from regal cares, 

The tender father \Vith delight 

The polifh'd bone * prepares. 

No more on the recording line 

A token he dif cerns; 

He climbs the heights of Oroolong,. 

No more his fon returns. 

Nor yet with tidings of his fate, 

Where parts the coral reef t, 
He fees the well-known Englifh fail, . 

Or well-knowfl Englifh chief. 

To-morrow's fun perhaps may bring 

The dear expected youth ; 

He will not yield to mean complaint, 

Nor doubt the Englifh truth. 

* The Pelew chiefs wear a bone bracelet as a mark 

of dignity. 

t The wef1:ern fide of the iflands are inclofed by 

a reef of coral, upon which the Antelope was 

wrecked; there is an opening in one part, .with a fuf

ficient depth of water to enable a fmall veffel to pafs, . -
fafely. 

To-
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To· morrow's fun, 0 King ! afcerrds., 
It fets unblefi by thee; 

"And wherefore diJ I trufi my child 
To yon unpitying .fea? 

"'' Cold with my darling lie entomb'd 
Each v?..liant Englifh friend; 

·Dr would not,thofe I fav'd from <leatl,. 
To my diftreL attend? 

" The angry fpirit hath prevail'd -~, 
Its curfe my h pes betray'd, 

Yet in the happy ifles above 
:My motives ihall Ge weigh'd. 

H In thofe blue fields, thofe funny clouds, 
For virtue foon confefs'd, 

Lee Boo enjoys perpetual peace, 
There too iball I be blefs'd." 

.So fpake the tire, yet figh'd to find 
His anxious wi{hes vain; 

Nor ere muft Europe's envied arts 
Adorn his fimple reign. 

* They have a notion of a bad fpirit, and future 
liappinefs to the good. 

4 And 
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-And now he marks the funeral plant*, 

And lays it on the ground; 

'Then bending o'er. it chaunts a dirge, 

And piles the turf around. 

1Jrince of humanity! thy fears t 
Are jnfi-tby fon is dead; 

'But England 's dufr, not ocean's ,,vave;? 

Conceals the {hanger's heacl. 

0He came; ,,vith confidence and joy 

Her welcome pleas'd fhe gave

"'\Vith fweet fimplicity he charm'd, 

Then funk into the grave. 

'Then wither'd all his father's hopes, 

And all his country's fame; 

Then fled a foul which, e'en in death, 

Confefs'd a patr1of's flame. 

* Their funeral rites, as defcribed by Mr. Keat~, 

correfpond with the above account. 

t This amiable youth, w hofe gentlenefs and pene . 

tration endeared him to all who faw him, died of the 

fmall-pox foon after his arrival in England. 



His pow'rlefs but impailion'd wiflr 
His lov'd Pelew rejoin'd, 

To tell that England was good place*, 
And Englifh very kind. 

Ear from his country, kindred, fire, 
His tomb affection rears t, 

Graves with his name the votive ftone, 
And bathes it with her tears. 

There, as fue paints uncultur'd worth, .. 
And unaffected grace, 

She iham~s the boafr of letter'd pride, 
And Europe's polifu'd race. 

Mild, uncorrupt, though unadorn'd, , 
The natives of Pelew 

Prefent the portrait of an heart 
To artlefs goodnefa true. 

:,-. His dying words. 
t The Honourable Eaft India Company expre lfed 

their gratitude to his father by placing an handfome 
infcription over his grave. 

In. 
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1n fcphifiry's deep maze unlearn'd, 

In f.:udious lore untaught, 

·They only know the ufeful law 

Of at'i:ing as they ought; 

In happy jgnorance of all 

The ills of polifh'd life, 

·That wealth, which arms the midnight foe, 

And lures the faithlefs wife. 

·Firm, not ferocious, brave, fincere, 

Indu:ftrious, and content, 

-In fcenes of inoffenfi ve toil 

Their blamelefs lives are fpent. 

·And will not Heaven for them unclofc 

Her golden gates of light ? 

·will not the God, to them unknown, 

The life he loves requite ! 

·will not the Saviour, ,. horn they ne'er 

Were call'd on to confefs, 

The charity himfdf enjoins 

With _promis'd glory blefs ? 

Faith's 



Faith's precious ray, by nature's light· 
But partially fupply'd, 

Will their jufi Maker claim of them. 
The talent he denv'd? 

" 

Hence be the narrow mind, that vievvs
The favage with difdafo; 

Hence ?e the arrogance, that dares 
To limit Mercy's reign. 

For ever open are thy doors, 
Thou city of our Goel! 

By every kindred, people, tongue, 
ShalJ thy large courts be trod. 

Then- controverfial pride £hall rneer 
The brother he difown'd,. 

And fee the children of the fonth 
With Abraham's fons enthron'd. 

Then· f11all philanthropy tranfce11d, 
· Their fyfiematic plan, 

And only truth and goodnefs giye · 
ire-eminence to man. 

l 
I 

1 hope 
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I hope the infertion of the foregoing lines 

will excite, in fuch of my readers as have nor 

read the Narrative to which they allude, a wifh 

to perufe it, and their reward will be, if they 

pay attention, "prQfit mingled.with pleafure." 

I fhall cite but one pafTage, and that only be~ 

cau[e it is mofl: li-kely to be paffed over by 

11afl:y reader,s without· the aHentio11 it deferves. 

lvature had been the tutor of the defervedly

bmented prince (Lee Boo), and had fo 

highly cultivated his unded1:anding., thiat he 

poffeffed the powers of <lifcriminatio-n in a far 

greater degree than, mofl: of our civilijed 
people of fafhion. I was particularly pleafed 

with his remark, when at China, on the 

juperfluous decorations and ceremonies of the 

table at which he di.ned,. in company with 

the principal officer.s, &c. &c. invit1ed by 
the Captain. 

" My father.," faid - tlie amiable youth, 

.u though King of Pelew, has his dinner on a, 

" cocoa Jhell, and wipes his fingers on a plan~

"' fain leaf." This paffage ought to -be con-

fidere dh: 



( 1~8 ) 
'fidered as an infl:ruB:ive reproof by thofe who 
.pay more attention to form than propriety. 
There furely can be no propriety in attendingt 
to a~/urd forms, among which may be ranked 
a fafhionable mode of eating, introduced, I 

I 

fuppofe, by thofe 

" Who far in diftant regions roam 
<, To bring politer manners home.'' 

G AY. 

This fafhionable way of eating, or rather 
·of ufing the knife and fork, is to cut the meat, 
&c . in fmall pieces, then to put the knife 
a.fide, and eat with the fork onl v, or with a 

I 

piece of bread and a fork*· I one day afl-s:cd 
a very amiable young lady (who .thought it 
gentee-1 to follow this outlandijh cufiom) why 

I 
ilie fubmitte<l fo to every frivolous w hi r:n of 

· the day ? She replied, " becaufe it is now 
I 

* 'I arn not fuch an enemy to fafhion as to difobey 
her orders when convinced of their reafonablenefs 
er utility ; but have not yet fo und a p•c-rfon to defend 
the above. 

2 "reckoned 

0 
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,ft ·rec'koned fo ill bred to put a knife in one's · 

c, mouth." I could not help laughing excef

fively (which is alfo very unfajhionable) at the 

idea, that to receive our food by the convey

ance of a picked-pointed piece of fteel 'fhould 

be a greater mark of good breeding than 

that of ufing an inflrurnent of a different 

fhape. I hope none of thofe extremely delicate 

pe ople are remarkably ·fond of green peas; 

becaufe, if they cannot afford de!fert f poons 

to eat them with, they mufl: fuffer no fmall 

degree of punilhment in obeying the tyrant 
fajhion by eating them with a fork. It firikes . 

me, that there is as much vulgarity in ufing 

the bowl of a fpoon as ·the broad end of a knife; 

therefore, thofe who reject the latter, would, I 

think, do well to introduce the fa[1:ion of 
fiirring tea, eating peas, &c. with the handle . 
of the fp oon infiead of the bowl. I fha11 be 

accufed by fame, ·a-nd I forefee by whom, of 

d-irninifhing the power of politenejs; but I beg 

to inform my accufers, that I Hate thefe cir
cumftances in defence of Politenefs, who is in 

danger of being deprived of her rights by the 

K ufurper 
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ufurper Cerem·ony. Politenefs may be know• ·· 
by her uniform endeavours Ir; pleafe-Ceremon.J · 
by equal endeavours to appear confpituaus. To 
cat with decency and thanfofulnefs is th~ dllty of 

every rational being; but to eat by failiion's 
" varying rules" is beneath the attention _of 
rationality. 

When adverfity takes places of prof perity 
(and who is free from the viciflitudes of for .. 

tune ? ) it is then that all fafiidious ceremonies 

appear in their true light, folly in the extreme. 
When I reflect that I have a worthy brother, 
who was among the difireffed fufferers from 
{l:orm, devafl:ation, and a/mo.fl famine, in the 
vVeCT: Indies, in the year 1780, I fee, in the 
ftrongefi colours, the injignificancyof fuch foibles. 

Nothing c_an be a greater proof that alll 

.fuch ceremonies originate in falfa delicacy, thaa 
the readinefs with which the adherents will 

depart from them when what they call a frilic, · 
or a rufiic entertainment, induces then1 ta Jay 
.afide .their falfe confequence. A cold dinner 
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tm a CTice of bread upon Epping Forelt, or 
·elfewhere_, has been thought very agreeable 
(nonvithfl:anding the fingers were foiled a little 
in holding it) even by thofe who, when feuted 
at the table of form, would almofi have loathed 
the meal before them, had they feen one of 
the guefis, with plebeian vulgarity, eat mafhed 
potatoes with the point of a knife. 

At a concert in Hanover-fquare, la!l: winter, 
it chanced· that I flood in the tea-room by the 
fide of a duke. The night was rnofl: feverely 
cold., which m1de a warm cup of tea a truly 
defirable refrer.1ment; and I obferved his 
Grace receive his cup with as much fatis
faction (although it had been wafhed in a · 
bowl in which, of courfe, were the drainings 
of thofe previouCTy ufed by perfons of inferior 
rank) as he could have done had a differ-:nt 
cup been each time prefented, or wafhed in a 
feparate balun. Perhaps this condefcenGon 
ih the duke was not fingular ; for it is with 
jufiice allowed, that perfons in high life fel
dom give themfelves fo many airs as the imi-

K 2, tators 
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tators of high life; and the young lady w:ho.,_ · 
between five and fix o'clock one fine fummer 
t'vening, emphatically faid to me," Good morn
" ing to you," merely to let me know ihe 
dined at a genteel hour, has more of my pitJ. 
for her weaknefs tha.n of my refpefl for her. 

crmfequence; for though, .in her opinion, ·the 
grand affair of dining at fix o'clock had in-. 
verted the diviG.ons of time, it did not prevent · 
rn,e from i;ecollelling, that the evening h~d 
been divide~ from the 7J1,orning by the interval 
of noon. 

'In many fituations 'in life late hours are 
-ut1J.voidable, and therefore by no means fub
_jeB:s of cenfure ; but to imagine that late 
hours can give importance, i-s ignorance indeed! 
If we value ourfelves even .upon meritorious 
aclions, w--e .greatly diminifh their worth; bu:t 
ii we value ourfelves upon our error~, we 
:auundantly increafe their magnitude. No 
perfon living, however fuperior his abilitie5, 
:however high his fiation, er however amiable 
:his difpofition or perfun., derives his advan-

tages 
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fages from himfelf; for "every good and per

,., feel: gift is from above." Let no one, 

therefore, proudly boafi, even though " he be 

,., anointed with the oil of glaclnefs abpve his 

" fellows.'~ 

Falfe delicacy, to which I now revert, can 

always conquer itfelf whenever it has a motive 

fufficiently powerful ; fo alfo can pajfion, 

peevijhnefs, and oijlinacy,. The three latter 

feldom break forth when in company, and 

the former is generally ihaken off when alone. 

But, while I warn you againft the affecl:ation of 

delicacy, I wi!h you equally to guard agai.nft 

the admiffion of coarfenefs, whether in fpeech 

or manners * ... 

~ Pliant _di'fpofitions, amiably bending t'o ad.vice, are 

frequently led to do wrong by their zealous e0l1ea

vours to do right; which has induced me to point out 

contrarieties, that they may avoid the danger of n :-

11·emes, whether· religious or moral. The following 

juft obfervations deferve attention: cc Extend gene. 

_H rofity, it is profufanefs; confine uonomy, it is a-varice; 

1' 3 " unb1'tllk 
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Some perfons, merely to avoid the ridicule 

thrown on that fantaflical characler called a 
-fine lady, give way to the oppofite extreme, 
and b. d defiance even to Politenefs hcrfelf; be
caufe they cannot difti ngu i fh her, lovely a~ fh e 
is, from the ufurper before mentioned : fuch 

, will boa!t of eating, drinking, /peaking, and 
«[ling, juf!: as they pleafe; have no notion of 
of your polite fort of people, who have no 

Jincerity belonging to them ; are very fond of 
telling " a piece of their mind,'' how ::i ver dif
treffing that piece may be to the her.rcr; and 
this merely bec2u(e they value ther 1felves on 
being honefl and dowm·ight . 'I'his conduct is 

. no lefs ·a f pecies of affecrnticn than that v, hich 
l have alre::i.dy endeavoured to degr:ade, and 

· generally originates in a morofe and felfi lh 
t(;mper. 

In read· ng the account of the Pelew Hlands., 
you will naturally be led to feel, that all ranks 

• 1 unbridle courage, it is rafonefs; indulge fenjibility, it 
" is wta knefs t . " 

t See an Addrefs to the Ladies. 
of 
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of ljum;m beings, of whatever complexion 01· 

feature, have a right to your compaffion and 

affiflan~e when in difl:r.efs. Our religion, you 

know, inclµdes " all Jews, Turks, Infidels, and 

"Heretics," as obj eels of our pity. Reflecl:ions 

on this fubject may probably incline you to 

give a thought to the miferable condition of 

fellow-creatures. condemi:icd to flavery. The 

youthful mind has a :fl:rong tendency to corn

paffion ; but even com paff1on may be carried ' 

to an enthufia-fiic excefs, which often jnjurcs 

the caufe for which i1t pleads. Before you 

join the voice of thofe who enumerate the . 

fufferings of fht.ves ab.road, examine whether 

the fervants ih your own houfe are exempt 

fr0m tyranny_. -

A fl.ave · in the Indies is happier, if unde r. 

the command of a mild 1-nafl:er, than t.he fn1l 

!-ion girl in the kit2hen of ar) E-mg1i{h noble

man, w}w.fe 0ig1'li,ty n0t perrr,i.,itting him to 

defrend to tfae i.nfp_e~ion of tJ~e inferior of

fice-s belonging to his h_oufehold, he is igno1:ant 

of the .. fa.fferi,!ilgs· of ~is lo.w,er rn.enial;; and, 

K- 4 - whde. 



while he is debating in the fenate-houfe on the 
mifery of flavery, his own home, could it 
undergo a minute inve!l:igation, would furnifu 
fofficient employment for his philanthropic 
feelings. But it is not in the houfes of the 
great alone that fuch grievances exifi. Ap·• 
prentices, half-boarders at fchools, parifh chil'
dren put out to nurfe, unfortunate little chim
ney .. f weepers, &c. &c. frequently claim the 
:attention of the humane as much as the 
African fbves; and, being at home, might! 
more eafil y be redreffed. 

I iliall not enlarge on this fubjeB:, lefl: my 
readers t110uld fuppo[e I am inclined to politics; 
·which, of all fubjecrs, I diflike the mofi; 
~md fincerely hope I ihall never have the mor
tification of feeing a female politician among 
thofe who have been, or may hereafter be, my • 
pupils. There is fomething fo mafouline in 
the character, that I think a lady feated at 
the head of her table ignorantly :j(, talking on 

,i. I fay ignorantly, becaufe ladies feldom converfc 
ftn.Jb!y on the fubject; and when they do, it do~s 
them no honour. 

.3 politics:> 
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Jolitics, appears as much out of her propeir 

f phere as ilie would do on the box of a fiage

coach, with the i:eins of ungovernable horfes 

in her hand, The government of a fa1rnily is 

the only government neceITary for a woman 

to be acquainted with; and if !he condulls 

that properly, fhe will have done all in her 

power towards the improvement of the i1ate; 

for, if the private tuition of children be reli-

- gioufly and morally directed, " the rifing 

" generation" may reafonably be expecled to 

fill public fiations with honour to themfelvfs 

and a_dvantaie to their country. 

CON .. 
, 
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T HOUGH I well know the foregoin~:
letters, &c. will be read with di.fappro• 

-bation by many perfons,- who will foppofe 
certain paffages re levelled againfi: themfelves, . 
l cannot on that account wi!h I had fuppreffed " 
them. I do not feel the fmallefi refentment· 
againft any one vvhom I have addreffed, nor -· 
againft any one to whom the reproofs may be.: 
applied ; therefore, if convillion of wrong · 
be at the heart, that heart ( and not the writer . 
ef thefe pages) is the chaflifer. 

,J 
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11 ,1 ufecl:s, \Vaters, Ea_rths, F offils, .i'✓l i nera}s, and 
Vegetables; illufirated with copper--plates. This 

··volur11e, with the Hifiory of Bi-rds and Beafts, form 
-a complete Sy.CT:em of Natural Hiftory for the ufe·of 
-young perfons; each volume, ~s. 6d. · 

Anecdotes of Mary, o_r the Good Governefs, 2~. 
Choice Emblems, .for the Improvement of 

¥ o-mn, 2~. · 
The Hifl:o.ry of Sandford and Merton> abridged,2s. 
Tales £or Youth, wi-th wood cuts by Bewick, 2s. 
T be Blirrd Child, ·zs . 
The Two Coufin~, by the fame Author, zs. 
·ronftantio and Selim,f, a Fairy Tale; rs. 6.d. 
Newbery'sfamili2., Letter-~vriter, 1s. 6d. _ 
Lord Chdkrfield's I\1axims, 1s. (id. 

_ · Poetical Bloffoms, being a· Selection ·of fuort 
Poems for Children to reueat from IVlcmo;·y, bv 
:the Rev. Mr. Cooper, 1s. 6d. · · · · · , 
· The Hmoi-y of Prince Lee Boo? rs. 6d. 

Tbe Hiftory of France, by the lZev. Mr. Coo?er, 
1S, 6d. . 

The Hifiory of Sou-th America, by ditto, rs. 6d. 
The Hifio'ry of North An'lerica, by_ ditto, rs. 6d. 
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