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PREFACE.

THOUGH (according to the beauti-

ful obfervation quoted in the title-
page) ¢ fomething is left for cvery one
““ to do,” I cannot flatter myfelf with a
hope, that it is in my power to add much
to the happinefs of thofe who may do
me the favour of perufing the following |
Letters.

hffmy
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Many diftinguithed writers (before
whom I am but as a glow-worm com-
pared with an evening ftar) have already
communicated their invaluable produc-
tions to enlighten the world; and there
is no duty, religious, moral, nor relative,
to be acquired or improved, but may be
met with, if fought for, in various judi-
.cious authors. As, however, the youth-
ful mind is always defirous of fomething
new (though nothing new there is), and
as I am confcious there are many befide
myfelf, who have a peculiar pleafure in
reading inftruclions written by a friend
(though of inferior abilities), I prefent
wylelf in that character, and not as an

author,
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author, to the feveral young ladics ad-
drefled in this work.

Having long been’ engaged in the
arduous tafk of aflifting parental endea-
vours in the cultivation of the youthful
mind, I have had an opportunity of.
obferving various virtues and various
errors.  If by the method I have taken
I thould excite a love of the former, and
a rejettion of the latter, my intention
15 fully anfwered; or if T have a wifh
beyond, it is that of poflefling a fhare
in the affections of my female readers,
and more particularly of thofe who have
been perfonally under my tuition. They
muit fuffer me to Aint at their faults,

' though
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though they may aflure themfelves I will
not expofe the names of the culpable,
for that is not the way to reclaim. And
with this affurance I withdraw from my
Preface, to begin a correfpondence

which I anxiouﬂy hope will end in the

advantage of my readers.

LET-
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To AMifs A. ROBERTSON.

ON VARIOUS SUBJECTS.

T

MY DEAR AND DUTIFUL PUPIL,

S the time approaches in which I muft
A refign you to paternal care, I feel a par-
ticular defire of giving you fome memento of
my affeGtion ; and, inftead of prefenting you
with ornaments to decorate your perfon, I fhall

turn my thoughts chiefly to the improvcmem
B of
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of your mind, and avail'myfelf at intervals of”
“the circum{cribed favours of leifure in penning:
down inftru@ions for your future condat; flat-
tering myfelf that you will value my admonti-
tions, firlt, for the fake of virtue itfelf, and next, .
for the fake of the admonither. T'already find
myfelf engaged. in-an undertaking which fen-
fibly affe@s my feelings; may they ever be as-
replete with friendfhip for you as they are at
this moment! and that I am fure they ever.
will be, if you continue as heretofore to deferve
them. Every preceptrefs who is properly inte--
vefted in the welfare of the family committed to-
her charge, muft feel defirous that every{cholar,.
after leaving fchool, fhould bear in remem-
brance former inftructions, and muft be happy
in hearing of their merited profperity; but
there are feldom fuch cogent reafons for ex-
tended advice as the prefent occafion calls for.
The generality of young ladies, on leaving
{chool, return to the bofom of their families;
and have mothers to complete them in what
the preceptrefs may have left undone; but
you, my dear, have very peculiar claims to
¥ | my
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¢ my future as well as prefenticare.. Your en=-
trance here was attended with very affecting
circumftances. It was the requeft of your
fate excellent mother at an awful crifis: that
requeft, propofed at fuch a time, proved her
confidence in my- fifter and {elf,, who have
mutually ftudied” in our conduct: towards you-
to adt in conformity with her.withes,and have
had the diftinguifhed pleafure of obferving, by
the general tenor of your: conduct, that our.
endeavours have been fuccefsful. I feel fome
emotions: of concern, that London is to be the:
place. of your future refidence, as-I-know it
cannot add to (though L. hope it will never
wear. off) that innocent and artlefs fimplicity~

LY

which is your prefent moft- pleafing characte-
riftic.  As it was-implanted by nature,.it can-
not be- entirely rooted out j but as we know
that nature will admitof greatimprovements, o
alfo we know that her beauties, whether of the
mind or perfon, fuffer great diminution by the
almoft imperceptible encroachments of arti—-
“¢ Brighter than polithed filver, more valuable
¢ than Peruvian ore, more precious than the-
B. 2 ¢¢-pearl:
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‘¢ pearl in the fea, the diamond in the bowels o
“ of the earth, or all the fhining treafures of '
“ the mines of Potofi, is reputation to a wo-

“ man.”

And not lefs bright is guilelefs un-
afteGted innocence. When we hear any perfon
launching out into the praife of an artlefs
young woman, our tendereft feelings are all
afloat in her favour, and we liften to the re-
later with fmiles of approbation; but when,
on the contrary, an artful young perfon is the
fubje& of difcourfe, the countenance of the
hearer involuntarily changes into 2 frown, and
fcarcely can we wait till the conclufion of the

narrative before we exprefls our fentiments of

difguit.

Every kind of affeftation, asit is a departure
from nature, is evidently a fpecies of art. I
would not admit an affeled woman to my
confidence—1 {hould doubt her, fincerity---1 could
not beftow on her a portion of my affeftion,
knowing fhe could not tender me any in return
for the affected love only themfelves: I could
not fawningly thew her refpec? ; for refpeét is

3 due
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-due only to what is refpetable, and that is
not affettation,

You have read in a favourite little book of
mine, called ¢ The Whole Duty of Woman,”
a fe&ion on this fubjeét ; but, as it can never
be too powerfully impreffed on your mind, 1
thall here tranfcribe a few valuable fentences.

«« Who is fhe that cometh z7ipping with nize
¢ mincing fleps, whofe tongue Iifpeth {weetnels,
#¢ and whofe form is not her swn €

¢« Her name is AFFECTATION: fhe hath
¢¢ put off herfelf, and decked her with the
- borrowed plumes of others, by whem fhe is
¢ defpifed.

¢¢. She affeteth melody of voice; and har-
¢ mony of {peech, with wifdom, importance,
¢ and dignity of deportment.

. ¢ She hath. forgotten how to tread; {he
- ¢¢ peither danceth. nor walketh along.
B 3 ‘¢ She
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¢ She diftorteth her features to excite b~
“ tention ; the laugheth at nothing to fhew
6 the‘beauty of her tecth.

¢ She wafheth her cheeks with perfumes
¢ till the pative bloom departeth away.; then
*#¢ painteth with the artificial rofe.

¢¢ She is pleafed to hear herfelf {peak ; fhe
"#¢ lifteneth not:to the voice of another.

¢ She taketh upen her to:inftru& thofe who
* are wifer than hetfelf, and to teach what
¢ fhe underftandeth not.

¢ Beware, O daughter of Britain, left thou
“art mifled by arrECTATION; for thou
¢ wilt be neglected by others, till by refle&ion
““ thou difcovereft -the caufe, and .art ded to
¢¢ defpife thyfelf.”

Note—<t She affe@eth melody of voice and
“*¢harmony of fpeech,” &c. but, inftead of har-
‘mony, a judicious hearer will find-it difcord.

Among
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Among the various fpecies of affedtation,
‘that of imitating pompous or pedantic fpeakers
is not the leaft ridiculous. The word Tuefl-
‘day ‘is called Chewfday*. Sometimes ‘the
flowers are refrefied by the morning jew, and
at other times we hear of gentlemen fighting
a jewel. Sometimes words are mutilated, and
.at others lengthened; mifchievous is called
mifchiewious---~portentous, POrtentiouss and
thus encumbergd with a vowel that does not
belong to them are moft words ending unfor-
tunately in ous. But, while ;you' reject the
above-noticed pmnunciatiom, there is no-reafon
why you (hould fall into the oppofite extreme
(as T too often do myfelf), and fay T aofdays
~doo, 8cc. for there is a pleafing medium not
difficult of attainment, which gives an inex-~
preflible charm and real harmony to language.
‘Tor inftance, to find out the proper pronunci-
ation of the word Tuefday, you have only
to found the letter #; then pronounce the three

% Where this has been a fault of the teacher, it 18
excufable in the pupil,

B 4 fal-
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following letters as you would thé verb ufe, to .
which add day, and you will have an agreeable
foft found quite different from the harfh
Chewfday, or the plain Togfday.  With refpect
to dew, found only the letters 4 and uy as if
you were {pelling without putting together the
fyllable u. T once heard a lady make a fati-
rical remark on an acquaintance who pro-
nounced education edzcation, calling. it herfelf
edjucation, but the latter Is equally faulry.
The vowel « thould certainly be founded pen-
ceptibly, but not as if having a ; before it.
I ever you with to found the letter u, place y
before it, and you have it foft and elegant, as
ed yucation ;  has a full found of its ownj [
only allow you to borrow the 2 to:prove it,

Be careful never to call pafture pafter, left
you be fuppofed to mean paftor, an inftru@or ;
but remember again the letter y, as paft-yure,
and not paftchure. Never confufe legiflator,
a lawgiver, with legiflatyre, the law itfelf 5
impofler, 2 deceiver, with impoftuze, the de-
Ceit 5 mor ingenious, of good’ capacity, with

inger
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ingenuous, amiable. Time will not permit me
to enlarge on the fubject; but, if you will pay |
attention to graceful fpeakers, you may con-
tinue to improve long after you have efcaped
from fcholaftic inftru&ion. Much as a variety
of domeftic engagements require my attend-
ance, I fteal a few minutes more juft to fay,
that no impropriety of fpeech whatever, gives
me fuch uncomfortable fenfations as that of
afpirating the letter » when it fhould be filent,
and fuffering it to be mute when it thould be
afpirated, as ands for hands, ope for hape, bedges
for edges, &c. In pity to affected young la-
dies who adspt fuch falfe pronunciation, I
always do them the favour to believe they have
never learnt to fpells

But, left this laft obfervation fhould lead you
to think 1 am.uncharitably inclined to criti-
eifm (which 1 have always thought only another
word for envy), I beg to aflure you I fhould
think myfelf undeferving the efteem of my
friends, and by no means' qualified ¢ to pout
‘¢ inftruétion o’er the youthful mind,” were L

to
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#0 fuffer my pen to mark the pitiable errors of
the uninformed.---¢¢ The marble in the quarry,”
as Addifon has beautifully obferved, ¢ has
“¢¢ each inherent cloud, fpet, and vein, running
¢¢ through the body of it, as well as'that which
¢ the fkill of the polither has drawn out te
¢ view;” and the capacious mind, which is
too often called ignorant, frequently pofleffcs
more folid underftanding than the pedant who
ridicules it for want of Jearning. But affeidation,
‘being a conceited ufurpation of a fomething to
‘which ‘it has no rightful pretenfions, 'is like
‘the jackdaw in borrowed plumes, and deferves
0 be ridiculed and driven cut of {ociety.

So frequent are ‘'the ‘interruptions I meet
‘with to my prefent employment, and fo long
the intervals between quitting and refuming
my pen, that T fometimes fear I thall not be
-able to conclude miy preceptive letter before
“your approaching departure; and yet, my
dear Mifs Anne, I have fill much to fay.
¥ou are now of an age that requires cautionary
‘advice on fubjeds which, hitherto, you have

been
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‘been lefs acquainted with than any youﬁg lady
I have ever had under my care, or who has
come within the circle of my acquaintance;
and the higheft encomium I can pay to your
‘innocence 1s to féy., that, when many young
‘fadies T could name, who are three or four
‘years ‘under your age, have ‘been trying each
-coquettith art 'to,gai}z or to-deceive admirers,
-you, at the age of ‘nineteen, have been laudably
~engaged at your leifure hours in dire&ing the
«amufemeﬁt;s?afﬁﬂing at thefealts, or adjulting,
perhaps “for a dance, the drefs of your little
“fchoolféllows. How faulty are -parents, and
‘how many have I met with of that defcription,
who think’it a difgrace for a child of twelve
“years old to ‘be playing with a doll, and who
immediately after that'age think it neceffary to
-change ‘the drefs of the child to:fomething more
womanly. ‘Deluded parents! who perceive not
that with the womanly drefs, womarily manners
will alfo be adopted ; and how often is it feen,
that, at fourteen, the mere child will obtrude
‘herfelf into the company of grown ladies,
Jiltening to, and joining in their converfation,

&7 G
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even fhould it turn upon the fubje@ of matris
mony, or lovers; for too many ladies, I am
forry to fay, indulge themfelves upon _thofe
topics when children are prefent.  As ¢ there
“is a time for every purpofe,” there thould
be a time to conuerfe, and a time to refrain
from converfing. Pity it is that ladies do not
ftore their minds with a few valuable fubje&ts,
that they fnayfeq[on.ably vary, without being ot
all times under the neceflity of difcufling one,
which would often be as well managed by the
meaneft plebeian,

My fpirits have been. confiderably lowered
fince I this evening fat down to write 3 I am
indeed too much interefted in my undertaking
to perform it unfeelingly. With refpect to the
fubje& I am now introducing, namely, the
attachments of the heart, I am, perhaps, a fit
and an unfit perfon to give you advice. It is,
however, a fubje@® ‘which may prove of fo
much confequence to your welfare and peace
of mind, that I cannot entirely draw a veil
ever it, ‘

1 have
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T have every reafon to believe your heart
has not yet entertained a fentiment beyond
that of friendfhip for any one; it is, therefore,
unbiafled, and the more.capable of receiving
the principles I wifh b inculcate.

It is a common obfervation, that few pcople
marry the firlt object of their affeGions; I
think, in general, fuch difappointments are
fortunate ; for firft attachments are often
formed at fo early, and inconfiderate an age,
that they can fcarcely be deemed any thing
more than romantic infatuation, which is often
proved by the cold indifference that too often
follows precipitate, thoughtlefs, and ill-timed
marriages. 1he inftances of which among
my own circle of friends, and I may add ire-
latives, are'many. [ again feel myfelf greatly
at 2 lofs in advifing you ; therefore, in the words
of Southern, read my fentiments.

< Oh! let the fteps of youth be cautious
“ .« How they advance into a dangerous world;

¢ Qur duzy only can conduét us fafe;
¢ Our
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4 Our paffions are feducers; but of all,
¢ 'The ftrongeft LOVE; hefirt approaches us:
¢ In childith play, wantoning in our walks
¢ If heedlefsly we wander. after him,
¢ As he will pick out allﬂthe dancing way, .
« Were loft, and hardly to. return again :
¢ We fhould take warning : he is painted blind,.
“ Yo fhew us,.if we fondly follezv him, .
¢« The precipices we may fall into.
< Theretore let VIRTUE take him by the hand ;
v« Directed 10, he leads to certain joy.>”

The poet having kindly affifted me, T fhall:
proceed to make a few comments on the. forex.
going lines,

Our:duty only can condu us fafe.

I' with you to underftand religion and 7104
rality as comprifed in the word duty 3 for mo--
rality feparated from religion is but a part of
our duty, and is as a dwelling-place without a.
foundation,

I will not be fo rigid as to affert that the
human. heart is capable of devifing a fhield to.
i repel
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repel the fhafts of loves they fly imvifibly 3
but as foon as the wound is felt, duty thould
be confulted as a fkilful phyfician, whofe ad+
wvice, if applied for in time, and attentively
followed,, feldom fails of effeQling a cure, or,
at leaft, of. preventin gfatal confequences.

That duty, which above all others-is-moft
likely to-be a guard' againft: remantic and ill-
timed marriages; is obedience to’ parental au-
thority, which you know I-have always parti=
cularly. endeavoured to inculcate when on the
fubje& of duties in general 3 and have been
pleafed in obferving you fo attentive, that I
have no reafon to fear you will ever tranfgrefs
by marrying contrary to your.worthy, father’s.
approbation 3 but,. as life is always uncertain,.
it may be your misfortune to lofe that beft of
friends before you receive a matrimonial offer.
Y ou will then, perhaps,.think you have no one
to confult but yourfelf. Do not think me too-
fcrupulous when I fay, I would then advife
the confent of the gentleman’s parents; for if
you think a woman culpable for bringing

diftrefs
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diftrefls on her- friends, would you not view
that fault in 2 man in the fame light? Never,
then, put it in the power of a hufband to fay,
¢ It was my blind partiality for an imprudent
 woman that has alienated the affe@ions of
‘¢ my once indulgent father.” It is too often
feen that gentlemen, after the age of twenty-
ene, begin to throw off all paternal controul :
againft fuch I would have you guard : but if
your fentiments are congenial with mine, you
can never re/pec?, and much lefs love, a man
who endeavours to fet his father or his father’s
advice in an inferior point of view : for even
if a good fon is fo unfortunate as to have a
wicious father, it is his duty to conceal his
favlts ; or, if they are fo flagrant as not to ad-
mit of concealment, Ae fhould be the laft to
expofe them,

The inclination to throw off parental re-
ftraint is fometimes predominant in our fex,
where it appears ftill more offenfive to nature
and propriety ; for as, from our birth, we are
but fecondary obje@s in the creation, fubordis

' natien
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nation is the natural fphere in which we were
intended to move,  This fubordinate : ftate
does not degrade us, neither does it fubject us,
as fome have afferted; to the tyranny of man;
on the contrary, it entitles us to his protection..
1t is the defignation of Providence, and there-
fore right. The degradation‘is when we at-
tempt to ftep out of that ftate.. -Which, in
- your opinion, is the moft dignified charater &
The haughty Va/btz, who refufed to come into
the prefence of her hufband, which: (indepen-:
dent of his being a king) was her duty, or
the humble Efher, who. (though a queen)
s¢ obeyed the commandment of - Mordecai her
““ uncle as when fhe was-brought up with him?”
True huymility, be-aflured, is dignity itfelf, and:
can never degrade-the female charatter; but
boafled humility is the higheft pride, the oppofite
of what it aflumes.. :

Having endeavoured to enforce the duty off
* {fubmiffion to parents, I now enter upon ano-
ther, which in our intercourfe with the world
:may be called into adtion every hour, ¢ Do
c ¢€.as
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“as you would be'done by.” When a lady
1s addreffed by a worthy gentleman, and fecls
that fhe has no affe@ion for him, humanity
fthould dire& her to take the earlieft opportu-
nity of removing his expe&ations; and not,
for the fake of gratifying her vanity, fport
with the feelings of a perfon, who, perhaps,
has done her too much honour by makmg her
his choice.

Coquetry, or the art of fealing * the affe Gions
of the unfufpe@ing, is a vice unnaturally
fathionable; nor canthere be 2 greater violation
of the eighth commandment. Tt i is, indeed,
far worfe than any other kind of zh¢f?, becavfe
it cannot be committed without i injusing the
health and peace of mind of the perfon de-
Jrauded, and feldom is there a poflibility of
making reftitution. Dr. Gregory has faid,

* In feveral charming Scots fongs the words win-
#ning, and flealing, a heart are ufed as {fynonymous. I
think there fhould be a diftinction—the awinner, who
obtains by artlefs and honourable means, has always
#-claim to the prize; not {o the flealer.

that
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shat ¢ male coquetry is much more inexcufable
¢ than female, 2s well as more pernicious.”
1 do not perceive it ; I fee it on both fides in
fo reprehenfible a light, that I thould acdufe
a judge of injuflice who could admit an excufle
for either party. There is but one motive
that ever inftigates this immoral praétice, which
is, VANITY ; and, as ‘¢ vanity is the vice of
¢ little minds,”’ be aflured no man nor woman
~of dignified principles ever did or can debale
themfelves by defcending to the mean arts of
coquetry.

But, however honourably you may yourfelf
determine to a&, it is poflible you may be
drawn into the net of the enfnarer; but, fhould
you fortunately efcape without material injury,
let not the refle€ion of your danger awaken
your mind to mifanthropical feclings. Do not
.afcribe to the whole fex a fault which is com-
mon only to the inferior part of 1t for, while
within your own bofom you are cosfcious.of
entegrity and principle, it would be (el thnefs 1o
Co2 fins
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fuppofe they exift not in others, or that they
are peculiar to fex or age.

Be cautious, but not Jufpicious. Friendthip

" may be rare, but it has not entirely deferted

the world ; therefore ¢¢ let not diftruft ftir up

‘¢ ingratitude : the favour of the day deferves

¢ the thanks thereof, till the injury of the
* #¢ mosrow-cancels the obligation.”

To have many lovers is no honour to a
‘woman,’ neither is it any di/grice ; the difgrace
lies in the encouragement of many: and with this
obfervation I quit the fubjeclt.

Having dive@ted you to confider religion

- and morality as comprifed in the word duty,
I thall jult fay -a few words on the former;

but they will ‘be very few. ¢ Religion and

¢ the {cripture,” faid a worthy elderly friend

~of mine, ¢ fhould be our rule of life, not too
““ much the fubje& of our converfation or

“$¢letters.” We are at liberty to explore the
%) {crip=~
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{criptures ; we have the clergy to expound
them. My part, as your preceptrefs, 1s to

enjoin you to ftedfaftnefls in the faith you have

been brought up in. I am fo great an admirer
of Dr. Gregory’s Advice to his Daughters,
that I fhall here avail myfelf of his words.

¢
'L
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<« T wifh you to go no farther than the ferip-
tures for your religious opinions ; embrace
thofe you find clearly revealed ; never per-
plex yourfelf about fuch as you do not un-
derftand, but treat them with becoming re-
verence, — The important . and - interefting
Siticles of faith are fufficiently. plain; fix
your attention on thefe, ‘and do not meddle
with controverf{y.---Never indulge yourfelf
in ridicule on religious fubjects.; nor give
countenance to it in.others, by feeming di-
verted with what they fay.---Cultivate an
enlarged charity for all mankind, however
their religion may differ from your’s; yet

never fuffer any perfon to infult you by any

< foolith or rude remarks on your religious

€6 i
€3 opis .
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“¢ opinions ; but fhew the fame refentment *
““ you would naturally do on being offered any
¢¢ other perfonal infult.”

In an elegant little book, entitled ¢ Origi-
““ nal Fables,” ¢ The Travelling Bear,” is
fo aptly fuited to#the prefent fubje&, that I
{hall here tranfcribe it for yeur perufal and
infirin&icn.

- f¢ A bear, who. was bred in the favage de-
£ ferts of Siberia, had an inclination to fee
' the world : he travelled from foreft to forefl,
““and from one kingdom to another, making
““many profound obfervations in his way.
““ Among the relt of his excurfions he came

* Do not on every flight occafion give way to re-
JSentment, of which there are two kinds, viz. generous
and malicious ; the latter, when indulged, foon be-
comes revenge, which (as religion forbids) is a paffion
that difgraces human nature, «¢ Rewenge,” faid an
amiable author, ¢ always cofts us dear; it is bettet
““ to forgive and fave the charges,”

14 by
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¢ by accident into a farmer’s yard, where he
<« faw a number of poultry ftanding to drink
< by the {ide of a pool. Obferving that at every
<¢ {ip they turned up their heads towards the
« flavs he could not forbear inquiring the
¢« reafon of fo peculiar a ceremony. They
¢« fuppofing, as 2 traveller, he wifhed for in-
¢t ftru&ion, politely informed him, that it was
¢« by way of returning thanks to heaven for
« the benefit of allaying their thirft; and
¢¢ was, indeed, an ancient and religious cuf-
<« tom, which they could not with a fafe con-
¢« {cience, or without impiety, omit. Here
¢¢ the bear burft into a fit of laughter, at once
¢« mimicking their geftures, and ridiculing
« their fuperftition (as he called it) in the
¢« moft contemptuous manner. On which-
<« one of the fowls, with dignified courage -
¢« and folemnity, addrefled him in the following
¢¢ words :

¢ As you are a flranger, Sir, we excufe the

«¢ indecency of your behaviour; yet give me
¢ Jeave to tell you, that nome but a bear will
C 4 € evex



{ 2¢ )
¢ ever ridicule religious ceremonies, however=

¢ abfurd they may appear, in the prefence of
“¢ thofe who hold them facred.”

To join a fable with a religious fubjet -
would, in moft inftances, be an inconfiftency ;
but the above conveys fo cogent a reproof
againft licentioufnefs, that, as an elucida-
tion of the foregoing words, ¢ cultivate an
‘¢ enlarged - charity,” ‘&c. I think it may with-
out impropriety be'admitted.

Throughout' this addrefs to you, my dear
‘Mifs Anne, I wifh ‘you to obferve, that my
attention has been paid chiefly to mental ac-
complifbments *, which* are* intrinfically of far
more value than ornamental attainments *3 not
‘that I wifh to decry the latter; on the con-
trary, I have ever held in high eftimation
‘every art and {cience that can aflift in exalting

* Thefe two words are not ftrictly fynonymous~—
©@an or woman may be accomplifbed in the virtaes of
“eemind without the addition of arainments,

the
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4he- human chara&er. All I advife 1s, that
embellifhments thould be confidered as {fecon-
~dary branches of education, which fhould al-
ways give place to religious and moral duties ;
the two latter, indeed, fhould be the ground-
work of polite acquirements, for ¢ let it be
¢t remembered, that none:can be difciples of
¢« the graces but in the {chool of wirfue; and
¢ that thofe who wifh tobe lovely muft learn
« early tobe good.”

1 have now, my dear, after innumerable
interruptions, arrived at the conclufion of my
‘precepts, which, I doubt not, will be received
with complacency, and followed confcien-
tioufly; and, if iin future any advice or in-~
ftru@ion in my power can render you the
{tnalleft fervice, bear in remembrance that I
am your. friead,

‘C. PALMER.

LET.
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LEETTER: 11.
To Mifs S¥*x,
ON THE SUBJECT OF COMPLIMENTARY CARDS.
o

I AM far from bcing difpleafed with the fa-
vour, of y‘our card juft received, as I am
fure you intended to oblige me by it ; and i
thank you moft kindly for fuch a memento of
your regard, notwithftanding the improprieties
with which it abounds. I am convinced you
have good fenfe enough to receive with com-
placency the comments which (without begging
your pardon) I ufe the friendly freedom of
making. To have our faults expsfed is, I know,
very humiliating; but 1 beg you will not con-
fider this as an expofure: 1 mean only to point out
fome flagrant errors, with a view to your im-

prove-
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provement, and to preveat the ridicule which
might otherwife be levelled againit you by the
{cholar or the pedant, whofe confcious fu-
periority in learning, too frequently prompts
him to treat with malignity the errors of the
ingttentive (for ignorance, while writing to you,
would be too harfh a word). Good-nature
without learning is, in my opinion, far more
lovely than learning without good-nature
but I fee no reafon why they fhould oppofe
each other fo often as they do. A lady who
has reached the fummit of female attainments,
yet wanting the more defirable qualifications
of the heart, as charity, gentlenefs, economy,
and generofity, may ftill be called ignorant 5
for fhe is ignorant of, or inattentive to, her
duty, which is the worft kind of ignorance
and inattention. Such a lady, feveral yeérs
fince, was acquainted with me, and the man-
ner in which fhe once received a card from
another, for whom (when prefent) fhe exprefled
the moft friendly fentiments, has given me a
tolerable idea of what may be the derifion to
| which
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which your’s may be liable, ﬂwulcfthey have -
the misfortune to fall into fuch hands.

The card juft alluded to was received in the
midft of company, and, when read, a fatirical
laugh followed, which caufed a relation to.in-
quire what had excited fuch mirth ; <« Oh!”

'replied the lady, ¢ the card contains nothing

‘¢ by which either you or I can edify ;” and
it was then handed round to divert the com-
pany. I was very young, yet old enough
filently to remark, that the lady had difco-
vered her fuperior knowledge at the expence
iof good fenfe and charity, which fthould always
teach us either to pafs over the failings of
our companions, or privately point them out,
with a good defign, to thole who commit-
them.

Having finithed my preparatory difcourfe,
1 proceed: to tranferibe youz-card, in order to
‘correct it,

€« Jam
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¢ Jane S*** fends her refpettful compli-
s¢ ments to Mifs P***, begs the will oblige
¢¢ her by accepting the trifles fent in the batket.
¢ T fincerely hope, my dear Madam, my fifter
¢ is obedient to your inftruétion, and continues
¢¢ to deferve your good opinion,” &c. |

It is unneceflary to tranfcribe the remainder,
the above lines being fufficient for my purpofe;
they fhould have been written thus :

< Mifs S *** fends her refpe@ful compli-
¢ ments to Mifs P *** begs fhe will oblige
¢« her by accepting the trifles fent in the bafket.
«¢ Sincerely hopes her fifter is obedient to Mifs
P * * *#’s inflrutions, and continues to deferve
% her good opinion.”

In the beginning of your card you ufe your
Chriftian name by way of fhewing your hu-
mility ; confidered in that light the error does
you honour, though it certainly ought to be
avoided. I do not know the origin of notes,
- or complimentary cards; but it is evident,
that
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that meflages contained therein fhould be
couched in terms fuch as would be proper for
a fervant to deliver verbally,  You will
therefore perceive the impropriety of ufing
your Chriftian name ; for, humble as you are,
you would think it a great liberty in your fer-
vant to come to my houfe with a meffage from
you, and fay, Tane S * * %’ compliments,
&c. ~ You will alfo now perceive the impro-
priety of faying, ¢ I hope my fifter is obedient
““ to your inftrutions;” which, if delivered
verbally by the fervant, would imply that fer<
vant’s fifter, and the expreflion would be im-
waediately addreffed to the perfon who might
epen the door. You now, I hope, under-
ftand that the words my, mine, thy, thine, you,
your, your’s, I, we, us, &c. thould never be
ufed in a complimentary card. However, do
not be deterred from writing by what I have.
remarked, and let me hope foon to receive
another note from you ; only take care not to
end with your humble fervant, &c. if you think
proper to begin with Aifs §*** s compliments ;
but if you are, indeed, fo fallidious that your

Chriftian
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Chriftian name mu/? be ufed, always confine

yourfelf to letters, wherein it may be figned
with propriety.

Obferve the hints I have given you, and
your improvement will afford real pleafure to

Y our f{incere Friend.

LET-



LEPFTER ‘IIE
7o EL1Z A.

ON DRESS,.

e

<« Lovelinefs-
“ Needs not the foreign aid of ornament,
_ ¢ But'is, when unadorn’d, adorn’d the moft;”

SUCH was the opinion of a writer, whofe
fentiments can never be too deeply im-
prefled on your mind ; it will be an honour

to acknowledge your acquaintance with fuch
an author, for he has left

‘¢ Not cne immoral, one corrupted thought,
‘¢ Which, e’en when dying, he could wifh to blot.’’

Love-
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Lovelinefs and attraction are, in this inftance,
almoft fynonymous words ; but allurement feems
to be the prefent prevailing motto of the en-
chantrefs Fasniow, from which Loveline/s,
‘¢ too delicate to bear the public eye,” has re-
tired to her {weet and tranquil fequeftration,
and is ¢¢ by bathful MopgesTy concealed.”
. If you have never feen her, the defcriptive
Thomfon will acquaint you that

¢ Her form 7s frefher than the morning rofe
¢ VWhen the dew wets its leaves.”™

And that ¢ the modeit vittues mingle in her

€ eyes:

He will tell you alfo that,

«¢ Thoughtlefs of beauty, fhe 7s beauty’s fc}‘f,"
though ¢ veil'd in aﬁnzﬂe robe.”

Does not this engaging defcription incline

you to an imitation of LoVvELINESS, rather
' D than
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than to an imitation of fathion’s votaries, who,
having no charms to be compared with the
morning rofe,

By night ¢ fhine forth, folicitous to blefs,
¢ In all the glaring impotence of drefs.”

Do not, however, think me {o auftere as to
wifth you never to comply with the tafte of the
day; I would with you always, moderately,
to follow the prevailing mode, when confiftent
with that delicacy which ought to be infepara-
ble from the female charalter; but can you
think it confiffent, or believe that a lady afferts
the truth when fhe fays, that the wears a veil
over her bonnet, becaufe it gives the wearer
an air of modefly, yet in other refpells appears
in garments which are an offence to modefty,
and a difgrace to the wearer? you furely agree
with me, that, in fuch inftances, fafhion throws
the veil over the face, or why has not the whole
drefs an air of modelty ?
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It is generally fuppofed, that the principal
motive of every young lady, while fhe is
drefing, is that of appearing agreeable to the
oppofite fex ; the motive, in itfelf, is by no
means improper, nor unnatural; but I fear
the much oftener difgufts than excites admi-
ration, notwithftanding the flattering approba-~
tion frequently poured into her ear. I will
not, however, fay it never fucceeds when ridi-
culous; for it fometimes attracts the eye of
the ignorant fop, or the rude fycophant, but
the fenfible man—never !

Be affured, that a man of fenfe can never
be pleafed with alady’s drefs, except DECENCY
has been her handmaid, and even then he will
confider it as a trifling recommendation ; for,
with him, the ornaments of the mind have the
moft powerful fway ; nor will he forego them
for all the allurements of beauty and drefs in
conjun&ion ; 1 will juft tran{cribe a line or
two written by a gentleman who, for a few
moments only, was captivated by external ap-

pearances.
D 2 0 Whm
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¢ When Lefbia firft I faw fo heavenly fair,

¢¢ Drefs’d like a queen, and with majeftic air,

¢¢ Methought my foul, that did fo high afpire,

¢¢ Had caught a ray of pure celeftial fire;

¢¢ But when the beauteous drefs’d-up idiot {poke,

¢¢ Forth from her coral lips fuch folly broke,

¢¢ The trickling nonfenfe quickly heal’d the wound,

¢ And what her beauty caught her tongue un-
¢ bound.”

As I wifh to confine this letter chiefly to
the fubje& of drefs, I will not enter into the
fuperior merit of mental ¥mprovemeunts, far-
ther than juft to obferve, that when the mind
is properly cultivated, the drefs will be regu-
lated accordingly.

You do not properly diftinguith when you
call every thing that is fathionable elegant.—
Real elegance can never with juftice be ridi-
culed ; for ““elegance of drefs adds grace to
¢ beauty itfelf, as delicacy in behaviour 1s the -
¢ ornament of the moft beautiful mind ;” but
there are many fafhionable dreffes which I

take the liberty of calling wulgar, though you,
I fear,
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1 fear, will have difficulty in joining my
opinion.

Do not by what I have written imagine
I wifh you to be inattentive to your perfon ;
on the contrary, I recommend perfonal neat-
#efs as a duty we owe to ourfelves 3 and,

¢ As nature every morn beftows
«¢ The cryftal dew to cleanfe the rofe,”

fo alfo I recommend perfonal cleanlinefs as a
duty we owe to health.,

To be neat and clean, therefore, you fee,
1 confider:as indifpenfably requifite in your
external appearance, to which you may add
as much real elegance as your ftation in life
will admit of, witheut incurring any farther
reproof R o
From your friendly Admonither.

D 3 LET-
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LETRER: 1IV.
fZ_“a AMﬁLIA.
ON THE CHOICE OF BOOKS.

- a® ol o o

I AM particularly obliged, my dear, by the

affeionate compliment you pay me in re-
quefting my dire&ion in your choice of books.
You kindly promife to be guided implicitly
by my opinion, as to feleGtion or reje@ion ;
but, my good girl, do not think me un-
kind when I decline pointing out fuch as
you fhould avoid; for though I have never
had caufe to impute D1soBEDIENCE to my
artlefs correfpondent, yet, as I have frequently
feen verified this fenfible remark of Mr. Gay,

L €4 Ren
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¢ Reftrain your child, you’ll foon believe
¢t The text which fays, ¢ We fprang from Fve.”

I long ago laid it down as a principle, never
to lead the way to error by namirig what ought
to be avoided ; for one of the great weakneffes
of human nature is that fancied frrength which
impels the rafh to fearch after prohibited
knowledge. The unguarded reader of an im-
proper book is led on imperceptibly from page
to page, like the bewildered traveller, who,
though prompted by prudence to return, keeps
onward ftep by ftep, till the ftagnant pool,
o’ergrown with f{edges, or the unexpelted
precipice, deccives his foot, and he falls a
vitim to his temerity. Some, indeed, there
are, fo falfely courageous; as purpofely to feek
out danger for the vain glory of combating.
Such chara&ers are no lefs abfurd than Don
Quixotte fighting with the windmills.

I fincerely believe your heart to be {o pro-
perly :nclined to every feminine virtue, and {o
animated . with a defire of attaining ufeful

D 4 know-
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knowledge, that I think you have no need of
a better guide to teach you how to ¢ choofe
“ the good and refufe the evil.” But if a
pleafing d}ﬂidoence of your own judgment fill
remains, I refer you to Dr. Gregory’s Legacy,
and Mrs. Chapo_ne’s Let'ters, for farther in-
ftruion. I cannot write like them; and
when you refle® that the one addreffed his
beloved daughters, and the other an amiable
niece, you will read their works as if written
by your own father and aunt, who, negligent
of fame as authors, have 2 view only to your
improvement.

Though I decline the dire@ion of your
choice, I fthall make fome occafional obferva-
tions on the fubje® ¢f reading. I know it is
poflible for the fame book to have a very dif-
terent influence on different minds, as the fol-
lowing little narrative will prove.—Maria and
Julia were educated by the fame preceptrefs,
and taught to tread in the fame paths of moral
and religious duty, from which the dutiful
Maria feldom ftrayed ; but Julia grieved her

2 monitors
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monitors by her frequent deviations. ' They
read the fame books, and heard from their
teacher the fame comments. At length, un-
known to their friends, they met with an ex-
ceptionable volume ; they read it together, un-
fufpicious of its confequences: it was one of
thofe mixtures of elegance and trath which we
hardly know how to afcribe to the fame au-
thor ; but Maria, like * the bee, extratted the
¢¢ honey from the weeds;” while Julia, who
might be compared to ¢ the fpider, imbibed
«¢ only the poifon.”

As the readers of Julia’s clafs are much
more numerous than thofe of Maria’s, young
ladies cannot be too careful in their felection
of books; and if by chance they meet with
one at which delicacy recoils, it is their duty
to fhut it with as much contempt as they would
turn from a perfon who had infulted them with
improper language.

Novels are almoft univerfally difapproved,

~and with reafon ; yet they are almoft univer-
fally
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fally read: but the ufual objection, that the
hero or heroine of a novel is generally drawn
too perfect, is, in my opinion, a very trifling
one, compared with many others that might
be adduced. While the reader is endeavouring
to approach near perfection, fhe cannot be faid
to be departing from it ; therefore I fee not the
mjury. Far greater mifchief lies in thofe
paflages that fhelter the difobedience of chil-
dren, who, forgetful that

¢ Duty demands the parent’s voice
¢¢ Should fanétify the daughter’s choice,”

unfeclingly elope from their parents, and com-
plete the mifery of themfelves and families, by
concealed, and confequently difgraceful, mar-
riages. Novels that inculcate romantic ideas,
and that have a tendency to make the reader
difcontented with her real fituation in life, are
particularly hurtful. They miflead her judg-
ment, pervert her principles, and fpoil her
temper ; indeed the temper has not a greater
enemy than difcontent,

5 Some
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€ ome beautiful ftanzas, which I tranferibed
fome years ago (from what author I do not
recolle&), are fo applicable to my prefent
fubje@, that I fhall here infert them, not only
for your perufal, but for your inftruction.

<
1.

@
¢ Welcome the real ftate of things,
«¢ Ideal world, adieu!
s« Where clouds, pil’d up by Fancy’s hand,
«¢ Hang louring o’er each view.

ki (5

<« Here the gay funthine of conzent
<«¢ Shall gild each humble fcene ;

< And life fteal on with gentle pace
¢«¢ Beneath a fky ferene,

I1I.

¢ Hefperian trees amidft my grove
«¢ T afk not to behold;

< Since e’en from Ovid’s fong I know
<¢ That dragons guard the go/d.

1Vv.
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€, No_tj would I have the pheenix build
¢ In my poor elms his neft;

¢ For where fhall odorous gums be found
¢ To treat the beauteous gueft?

V.

““ Henceforth no pleafure I defire
“In any awild extreme ;

“ Such as thould lull the captiv’d mind
“In a bewitching dream,

VI.

$¢ Friend/bip ¥ afk, without caprice,
¢¢ Where faults are overfeen,

¢ Errors on both fides, mixt with truth,
¢ And kind good-will between.

VII.

¢ Health, that may beft its value prove
¢ By flight returns of pain;

¢ Amufements to enliven life,
s« Croffes to prove it wain,

VIII.
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VHI.

< Thus would I pafs my hours awayy
« Extraéting good from all,

« Till time fhould from my fliding feet
¢« Pufh this uncertain ball.”

N . £ :

Having thus given you my opinion onvi-
fionary romantic writings, I fhall next con-
fider your obfervation, that ¢ books are very

«¢ ijmproving.”’

Properly feleted, and properly limited,
they certainly are; and very far am I from
withing to check a rational pleafure; therefore
be not alarmed when I affert, that when young
ladies are #o0 fond of reading, it becomes a
fpecies of idlenefs. Many an indolent woman
has wafted half her days in reading, which
would have been employed in a much more
exemplary manner in the domeftic manage-
ment of her family. As there is a time tor
every purpole, we {hould remember there is a
time to read, and a time to wark ; and fhould
by no means fuffer our love of amufement,

though
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though it may be dignified by the term e
provement, to infringe upon more ufeful em-
pleyments.

I once knew a lady who would retire to her
chamber, when fhe met with a favourite book,
and read from morning till evening, except
during the time of meals; and at fupper would
relate her ill-remembered flory fo ungramma-
tically, that, to ufe an expreflion of Mrs.
Chapone, ¢ it gave me an irritation of nerves
“to hear her.” Maoy inflances might be
brought forward to prove, that to 7ead is not
always to derive improvement.

Henrietta Woodford, by the death of her
parents, was left, at the age of fixteen, to con-
du&t and provide for three brothers and two
fifters. * She had received an-education proper
for ‘her ruftic ftation, and could read very to-
lerably ; but, though the was moderately fond
of books, the knew fo well that it was her
duty to work for the maintenance of her or-
phan brothers and fifters, that fhe feldony in-
| dulged
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dulged herfelf in lettered amufements; and
when fhe did, it was for an hour early in a
morning before the bufinefs of the day began.
At feven, after religious duties were performed,
fhe would begin to wafh and comb her little
family ; at eight fhe prepared their breakfaft ;
before nine fhe would fend them neatly drefled
to fchool. Her next employment was to fet
her houfe in order, cleanfe her perfon, and it
down to needle-work, which fhe took in for
the fupport of herfelf and the children ; the
whole of their patrimony amounting only to
forty pounds a year. To prepare their homely
meal was her next tafk ; and the afternoon
was fpent alike induftrioufly. When her little
dependants returned at night, the would, it
time would altow her, hear them the leffons
they had read at {chool, or fing to them inno-
cent and cheerful fongs ; and when they were
gone to bed, fhe would keep her next fifter
up to aflift her in mending the clothes which
her brothers frequently tore in fearching for
birds’ nefts, or playing at marbles ; but never
did Henrietta fend them in rags to {chool. S0

amiable
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amiable a chara&er could not long remain in
obfcurity, for virtue is diffufive as the beams
of the fun; fhe had thercfore many, and fome
Jincere, admirers, who, though fuperior in pe-
cuniary circumftances to Henrietta, would
have thought it an Aonour to have obtained her
hand ; but neither attrasion * nor allurement
could draw her from her fteady purpofe. She
had promifed her mother, in an awful hour,
that her utmoft prote&ion fthould be extended
to the children, and her heart was embofomed
among them. :

But, alas! this excellent young woman lived
but a fhort time the example and ornament of
the village : fhe fell, at the age of eighteen, a
patient viétim to an epidemical fever, pioufly
exhorting her fifter Arabella to {upply her
lofs. The heedlefs Arabella promifed much ;

* ¢ Aitraftion means fomething natural—allurement
€ fomething artificial.

¢ Attraftions are amiable in themfelves, allurements
¢ odious.” See ‘¢ Obfervations on the Difference of

¢ Words effecmed fynonymous.”
too
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“too much, indeed, -for mortal to perform; but
all her words and a&ions were tinQured with
extravagance and romantic enthufiafm. She
became immoderately fond of books (which
‘had been but fparingly allowed by the pru-
dent Henrietta), and her nightly readings too
often broke in upon the morning hours, which,
by depriving her of natural reft, rendered her
_unfit for the early exertions of the day. 'The
~.poor little children ufed to rife at their accuf-
‘tomed hour; and, fometimes playing, and
fometimes crying, wait the time of Arabella’s
rifing, which was generally too late to prepare
them properly for fchool; from which they
were fo frequently detained by the indolence
of their fifter, that, by degrees, they became
unwilling to go at all. Their clean and fhining
locks, which Henrietta had fo often affec-
tionately twirled round her induftrious fingess,
became foiled and coarfe for want of atten-
tion. Their elbows came through their
coats, and their whole attire was unfeemly.
In fuch a ftate was this now deplorable family,

o B when
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when a fet of itinerant players came into the
village.

The unhappy children were obliged to live
on coarfe fare, that Arabella might go often
to the play, where her romantic affe&ions were
foon placed on the ignorant Romes of the com-
pany. 1 know not by what means he difco-
vered her fentiments; but, before the players
left the village, they were married ; and Romes
infifting that his Fuliet thould partake of the
forrows of theatrical perambulations, the was
obliged 'to obey ; therefore, packing up the
‘whole of her fmall wardrobe, the bade a long
adieu to her fifter and brothers, who were left
to the care of the parifh,

I chofe to fele& this ftory from humble life ;
had I gone many degrees higher, the fame in-
ference might have been drawn.

Think not that I wifh entirely to check

your love of reading; I only advife you to
tdke

&.
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‘take difcretion for your guide, and you will not
then be mifled. Modern female readers are
“too apt to forget their grammars and dictio-
“naries, without which they may read for years,
and yet make but little progrefs in learning.
A great reader being atked why fhe did not ac-
‘cept the invitation of a friend, replied, ¢ 1
“¢¢ fhould have went, but only I was & reading
 fuch a pretty book, that I could not attend
“ to no invitation whatfomever.’ When 1
advife the di&ionary as your literary compa~
nion, T wifh you to ufe it as the lamp of
~ knowledge, but let it not light you to pedan-
try. Attend, T entreat you, to the following
quotation :

¢ Art thou lettered, let not the difficulty of
¢ thy {peech puzzle the ignorant; left, in-
4¢ ftead of admiring thy knowledge, they con-
¢¢ demn thee for pride and affetation,

¢ Yet let thy words be choice, as the mat-

“4¢ ter of thy fpeech; nor pervert the elegance
£ 2 ¢ of
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#¢< of thy phrafé to fuit the grofs apprehenfion

¢¢ of the weak and injudicious.

¢ Perfpicuity will never force thee to be in-
<¢ delicate, nor to forget thou fhouldft fupport
¢ the elegance of 2 woman *,”

Though I have, in the courfe of this letter,
evinced that my fentiments are in unifon with
thofe who think novels are, in general, perni-
cious; yet I am certain there are a variety of
publications equally dangerous, though much
lefs fufpeQed ; indeed it is wrong to fuffer the
mind to dwell intenfely on one kind of read-
ing, be it what it may ; and even religion, too
clofely purfued by an injudicious reader, may
be produdtive of fatal confequences: perhaps
1 have done wrong to affert this opinion : few
young people require a check on religious fub-
je&s; for, much to their difgrace, it is the
only fubje& on which they feem defirous of

# Whole Duty of Woman. v
remain-
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remaining ignorant; but as there are fome-who

purfue it with the moft laudable motives, it

may not be amifs to conduct the thoughts of
{uch perfons into their proper channel. Anen-

thufiaftic devotee is a fuperftitious chara&er, and

fuperftition is an enemy to religion. A youth-

ful underftanding may not have difcriminating

powers fufficient to difcern the difference ; L:
therefore refer you to Dr. Johnfon’s Rambler,

Vol. 1. where you will find them finely.con-

tralted in a moft beautiful allegory.. The

Rambler is a work which I may recommend.
without iffuring you; it is replete with im-

portant inftruction. The ftory of Seged, Lord

of Ethiopia, who fet apart ten days for hap-

pinefs, jutly exemplifies the fallacy of all hu-

man appointments, and thould teach us ¢“ never

¢t to extend our: hopes beyond the bounds of:
¢¢ probability.”

Adieu, my dear young friend! In your:
chioice of books, as well as of companions,  con--
« fider and beware; for fhe who would avoid !

¢ {ore -
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“ forrow muft be wary in her fteps ; and fhe -
‘“ who would thun misfortune, muft be care- .
*¢ ful to take wifdom for her companion *,”

With every wifh for your advancement in-
ufeful knowledge,

I remain, &c,

* Riley’s Choice Emblems:

LET-



LETTER V.
To Mrse % * *s

ON ELANDESTINE MARRIAGES..

W W o

OUR letter reached my hands at the mo-
ment of my return from vifiting your
2fi&ed mother, whofe extreme grief, caufed
by your mifcondu&, has fo powerfully engaged
my feelings, that if 1 have any compaflion to
beftow on your fufferings, it is not fufficient
to prompt a compliance with your requeft..
Indeed I am much furprifed that you {thould
fix on me as your pleader, when you have
fo long known my difapprobation of clandeftine
marriages. You have never, I flatter myfelfs,
before this letter, had reafon to think me fe-
E 4 VEIe 5.



("568:)
vere ; and even now I would willingly fearch
for palliatives ; for, whatever the offence,

I always pity where 1 can;”

and might have been fubdued by your en-
treatics, had I not feen your tender mother ¥
but, after fuch an interview, my pen can only
mark the dictates of difpleafure.

¢ Your hufband,” you tell me, ¢ is the beft
*‘ man in the wotld.” He is then much re-
formed ; he certainly was not the beft man in
the world when he taught you to ftray from
your duty; to quit the once happy family you
dwelt with, and prevailed with you to confent’
to a contract which has brought your amiable
mother into a declining flate.  Such artifice is
beneath the dignity even of a man whofe
merit is many degrees Aelow the beft ; there-
fore your fuperlative encomium has not en-
hanced my refpe& for his charaller ; on the
contrary, I believe you will find, that your
father’s houfe (if he forgives you) will at laft
be the fad refuge of a deferted wife.
In
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" Tn order more effectually to engage my
compaflion, and induce me to intercéde with
your parents, you entreat me'‘‘ not to turn
¢¢ a2 relu@ant ear to an unfortunate young
¢ woman, whofe greateft error is that of having
« followed the di@ates of nature.” 1 cannot
be drawn over to your fide by fuch kind of
pleading, becaufe my opinion of nature’s dic-
tates dxﬁEr {o widely from what you have ad-
vanced in excufe, that your conduct appears
to me a revolt againft nature rather than obe-
dience to her diGates; and as circumfitances
urge me to deal plainly with you, I leave out
the word nature, and fubftitute that of inc/i-
nation, which you have precipitately followed.
Nuture was not once econfulted, or the would
have told you to incline to the tender admoni-
tions of your affetionate mother ; nature
never prompted a child to be undutlful but,
on the contrary, ¢ marks for her own” 2’

thofe who facrifice their wayward inclination.
to the exalted duties of filial obedience and
love,

You



( 58 )

You are not unacquainted with the inte-
refting {tory of RurH the Moabitefs, nor can
you read it without perceiving that the brighte(t
part of her charater was her love of Naomi,.
who was only her mother-in-law ; it is, I think,.
impoflible to read without wiflling to emulate
her tendernefs when the exclaims, < Entreat
““ me not o Jeave thee; nor to return from fol-
“ lowing after thee: for whither thou goeft
“1 will go; and where thou lodgeft I will
“ lodge ; -thy people thall be my people, and
“ thy God my God.” And in Thomfon’s
charming tranfcript of RuTH (the dutiful La-
vinia) the fame virtues thine forth in all their
luftre.  Lavinia, it is true, was not infenfible:
to the attractions of Palemon, but love was
fubordinate to duty ; fhe only blu/b’d confent ;
and, as an exalted mind is above the meannefs
of clandeftine proceedings,.

4

¢ The news immediate to her mother brought.”

I am perfuaded, that a mind dignified as
Lavinia’s was by every feminine virtue muft
have
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Have felt far lefs gratification in the poflefiion:
of riches and honours, even though conferred.
upén her by her elegant and amiable lover
Palemon, than in the happy refleGtion, that.
her uniformly dutiful conduc was the comfort,
and fupport of her aged parent. We read,.
that when the mother of Lavinia heard-of the
approaching happinefs of her child,.

¢« gy feiz’d her wither’d veins; and one bright;
« gleam
<« Of Jetting life thone on her ewening hours’”

I will not paint the contraft by a full defcrip-
tion of the ftate in which I this morning found'
your affli¢ted mother : if you have not entirely
loft the fenfibility I once thought you poffefled,
you will feel the unhappy difference.

T muft now take notice of a paflage in your
letter, wherein you make ufe of another (but:
equally ineffcctual) argument, by way of ex-
cufing the rath ftep you have taken. You tell
me, * you are firmly convinced, that there is:

¢¢ a ruling
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¢ a ruling fatality which dire&s a7 marriages;
““and that, asitis impoffible to fly from fate,
““‘1t will be cruelty in your parents, who once-

““ were {o fond of you, if they continue to with-
““ hold their forgivenefs.”

As T always decline, as much as poffible,
religious and political controverfy, I fhall not
9ppafe your affertion; but upon the foundation
of your own-opinion, of which Jyou are firmly -
convinced, endeavour to reconcile faze and duty.

You will certainly allow, that the only ruler
of fate is-the Supreme Being, and that he has:
given us a commandment which fays, < Honour
¢ thy father and thy mether ;”” which, in other
words, is, love them obey them ; follow their
reafonable advice ; and endeavour, by thy con-
duét, to make them happy. Isitconfiftentwith
the wifdom or juflice of the Almighty, that he
thould command ws to do that which he has
decreed impoflible? If your marriage with
Mr. M*** was ordained by an unavoidable d,
creey the interference of your parents could

not
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.mot “have prevented it, why then was it clan-
deffine ? Knowing (according to your own
creed) that {o it mu/? be, fhould you not, for
the fake of your reputation, 'if nothing more,
have endeavoured to have had your union
fan&ioned by parental approbation ; affuring
yourfelf, that .in order to bring about {uch-a
decree, and .make it confiftent with the.com-
mandment alfo, Heaven would have inclined
your parents (had-you copfulted them) to con-
fent to your marriage? Se that you find 1
fhould ftill difapprove of your difobedience,
even were. 1 to-allow the fatality you infift on.
But let me advife you, in future, not to impute
every wrong a&ion to fatal neceffity 5 nor fay,
that you could not fee the precipice till your
foot flipped 5 for Providence

¢¢ Has given us in this dark eftate
«« To fee the good from i/,

¢« And, binding nature faft in fate,
«¢ Left free the human will.”

I fhall



- T fhall quit the laft fubje@ with this flight
‘obfervation ; that your opinion of matrimonidl
fatality is of a very recentdate. I am per-
{uaded, that, before -you ~married, you never
gave yourfelf a moment’s thought, whether
matrimony was direed by fate or chance ; and
have now only adopted a notion of the former,
‘becaufe it anfwers your purpofe of palliation,
-of which your letter chiefly confifts; for in-
deed the fum total isethis: ¢ Your hufband-is
¢ the beft man in the world—you have only
#¢ followed the diftates of nature—and your
‘¢ marriage was predetermined by fate.” Thefe
you thought unanfwerable excufes ; but they
‘have no weight with me, and I hope you will
Jupprefs them in future, at leaft in the pre-
{ence of the younger branches of your father’s
family, left fuch fophiftry, working upon the
youthful inclinations of their hearts, thould
prompt them to act as you have done, and
fo ¢¢ bring down the grey hairs of your pa-
¢ rents with forrow to the grave ;”" while you,
with floic infenfibility, exclaim—Not by my
: mif-
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mifcondué have thefe misfortunes happened,
but by the unavsidable decrees of fate.

T cannot clofe this letter without noticing
that part of your’s wherein you fay, it will
¢ be cruel in your parents, who once were fo
¢ fond of you, if they continue to withhold
« their forgivenefs.” Why do you fay, ¢ who
«¢ ynce were fo fond ;" unfortunately for them,
#¢ is the affe@ion they /#ll have for you which
makes their grief fo fharp: what kind of
fondnefs do you look for? Do you expé&
them to carefs you for your difobedience 2 As to
their forgivenefs, T am perfuaded they will
extend it to you ; religion and nature will in-
cline them to it ; but their forgivenefs thould
be a fubje&t of humiliation to you, inafiuch
as it will exalt their chara&ers; and thus far
I promife from myfelf, that ‘though I decline
the tafk you have required, of becoming your
‘leader, humanity will prevent me from exag-
gerating your fault, '

Novels
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Novels are almoft univerfally condemned as
the principal incitements to romantic love
and clandeftine marriages; but what isto be
faid in the prefent inftance ? Novels have al-
ways, by you, been held in contempt ; though
there.are many which would have taught yon
better conduct; for you have a&ted like the
heroine of a very inferior novel indeed ; few of
thofe books recommend, though they relate, clan-
deftine proceedings ; however, they fthould be
read butfeldom, and then with extreme caution :
an antidote is .not always at hand againft the
poifon imbibed by their too frequent ufe,

There is another incentive to thoughtlefs
romantic marriages, as powerful as the
ftudy of novels; I mean the indulgence of
epiftolary correfpondences between young la-
dies of the fame age, who no fooner leave
fchool, or private ‘tuition, than they think
themfelves entitled to receive admirers,
Their thoughts, converfation, and letters,
are engrofled by one fubje®, which is en-

Ccou-
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couraged on either fide till it forms, as it
were, a novel between them, the cataftrophe of
which is always romantic, and fometimes fatal.
¥ am forry t6 fay, that you are an inftance of
this truth; had you chofen (as Mrs. Chapone
advifes) a lady of twenty-{ix, inftead of fixteen,
for your confidant, her more mature judgment
would have pointed out to you the errors you
were precipitating yourfelf into. Reftraint
might not haye been pleafant at the time, but
you would have thanked her in future for her
feafonable advice.

I will fuppofe, for a moment, a young lady
relatingtoher romantic confidant the misfortune
of her ill-timed marriage ; which, to give it the
air of a novel, the begins with an interje&tion,
as thus: € 0h/ my dear Maria! pity the un-
happy ftate of your friend, who is fuffering
under the {everity of paternal difpleafure ; yet
what, alas! is my crime, that my parents re-
fufe to fee me—to acknowledge me as their
daughter—I, who never, till now, gave them
caufe to complain, and have only difobeyed

F them
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them in marrying the amiable objet of my
affeGtions, whofe poverty is his only fault.
But I will throw myfelf at the feet of my dear
and once indulgent mother ; the will not, fhe
cannot refufe to pardon her penitent child, but
will enfold me in her maternal embrace, and
become my advocate with my inveterate, but
neverthelefs much-loved, father; and all will .
yet be well.”

Such are the rhapfodies of which youthful
female correfpondences are generally com-
pofed. While fingle, their letters are full of
the attentions of admirers, and the cruelty of
oppolfing parents; when married, the romance
is @ill carried on, and the ftyle of the novel
kept up, till penury draws back the veil, and
difcovers the inftability of fuch romantic friend-
fhips; which, as they originate in a felfith in-
dulgence of difclofing intrigue, are at an end the
moment misfortune on either fide begins; and
the married heroine is left alone to deplore a

miferable fituation, which her own mifcon-
du&t,



Gatr )
dudt, with the aid of a young, inexperienced;
romantic friend, fo precipitately led her into,

I have written a very long letter (or rather
treatife), and, I fear, to very little purpofe;
for it is too probable you-will not feel the
truth of my fentiments, till, at fome future
period, your own daughter, perhaps, regardlefs
of your grief, may act as you have done ; and
then you will know, by forrowful experience,

< How fharper than a ferpent’s tooth itis
¢ To have a thanklefs child.”

I am well aware that my letter will be
termed fevere; but I am addrefling a perfon
who feldom ftands felf-accufed in any erroneous
inftance, and thinks fhe has a 7ght to be par-
doned whenever fhe choofes to deviate from

duty.

The mother of your romantic correfpondent
has thewn me a letter you wrote her a thort
time fince, wherein are thefe words: ¢ If

F 2 “ my
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¢t my enraged father could be brought to a
¢ fenfe of his unjuft feverity, and would fettle
¢ a trifling annuity on my beloved hufband,
<< it would enable him to go into bufinefs;
¢ which, for my fake, I am fure he would
< gttend to with ‘indefatigable afliduity, and
¢¢ then there would be nothing wanting to
«¢ make our happinefs complete.” Deluded
Marian! how can you talk of complete bap-
pinefs when you have made your friends mi-
ferable ? And how can you expe& your worthy
and juftly difpleafed father will fettle an annuity
‘on a man, who has already fquandered away,
in the meaneft purfuits, all that his late father
beffowed upon him for the beft purpofes,
Poverty is no difgrace to a man, when un-
forefeen misfortunes have caufed it ; but when
idlenefs and extravagance are the caufe, it
‘renders him an objet of contempt.

In another part of your letter to your ae-
guaintance (for T thall not ftyle her friend ), you
tell her, you build your hope of {uccels with
me on the favourable opinion I gave of Mifs

E*%%7g
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E #%%'s run-away match, as you ludicroufly
call it, I certainly did, in many inftances,
defend her conduct; but I cannot draw the
leaft comparifon between her marriage and
your’s ; her worthy but unfortunate lover had
been received by her father as his daughter’s
future hufband: he was carefled as a fon by
‘her mother, and his manly virtues won the
heart of the amiable Mifs E*** ; and as 2 train
“of admirers does no honour to a woman, fhe
_encouraged none but him. At length, by a
variety of unforefeen misfortunes, his circum-
ftances were {o impaired, that he foon became
an obje& of no walue in the eyes of her ava-
ricious father, who no longer permitted him
to vifit his daughter, to whom he propofed
another admirer of ample fortune. Virtuous
affe@tion, founded on principles of honour,
and once fan&ioned by paternal approbation,
can never be rooted from the heart while the
objeét who excites it lives unmarried ; and
had Mifs E **% obeyed the command of hex
father in marrying the fecond perfon propofed,

F it

(@)



pogevy . 3

it would have been facrificing the greater duty
t0 the lefler. The ftrikeft duty to parents
does not enjoin children to obey when vice
prompts the parent to command: if a father
commands his fon to fteal, God has faid,
<« Thou fbalt not ;” which then is he to obey?
—Thus have I endeavoured to fhew, that
Mifs E*** is not to be placed on a parallel
with yourfelf, though fhe married unknown
to her father; he had once (you will remem-
ber) confented to her union, and had no juft
caufe to retradt.

One obfervation more, and I will conclude
this long epiftle. Mifs E*** marricd the
firft and only obje& of her affeCtions ; how-
ever, that alone would not have engaged me
on her fide; but it is an additional excufe for
her when compared with you, who eloped
with a_fecondary admirer; be aflured, if a lady
can conquer a firflt attachment, provided it be
fincere, the will find much lefs difficulty in
overcoming the fecond, particularly when the

paternal
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paternal home is furnithed with fo many
bleflings as your’s was ; for cheerfulnefs, peace,
and contentment, in every breaft but your’s, were
the family charaQeriftics, Had you been
under the dominion of tyrannical parents, your
fault would have been pardonable (though not
praife-worthy) 5 but you were protefted by the
imoft tender friends, whofe chief delight has
ever been that of promoting the rational hap-
pinefs of their children. ¥ou could entertain
no fears of being confbrained to give your hand
where your heart could not be an accompani-
ment ; and therefore gratitude for fuch indul-
gence fhould have prompted you to have re-
linquithed your infatuated choice ; which,
being (as 1 before obferved) only Jecandary,
time, prudence, and abfence, would have en-
abled you to have conquered.

1 fhall now releale you from the mortifica-
tion of reading comments, which I am forry
you ever gave me caufe to write ; and as ro-
mantic young ladies think that friendfhip con--

F 4 | {ifts
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fifts in excufing each other’s failings, and con-
doling on matrimonial troubles brought on by
themfelves, you will hardly believe me fincere,
when, after fuch a letter of oppofition, I fub-
{cribe myfelf
Your Friend.
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(LETTER V.

AND LAST.

L)

DEAR LADIES,* :
ERHAPS you have never yet heard the
obfervation, that ¢ #rifles make the fum

¢¢ of human things.” Let it now come under

your ferious confideration 5 and when you re-
fle@ that trifles have given you pleafure, and

that trifles have been productive of pain, I

hope the refle@ion will fo far influence your

condu& as to deter you from trifling with the
fenfibility of others. We need not be 7ld,
that one of the great duties of {ociety is re-
ciprocity of kind offices, fince our own feel-

* This letter was originally addrefled to two young
ladies; with fome trivial alterations I now addrefs it

to my pupils in general,
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ings, if we make a charitable ufe of them,
are fufficient to dire& us. When a gentle-
man and lady invite a party, they fhould, for
the time, confider that party as their own fa-
mily ; every one of which has an equal claim
to their attention: yet how. frequently is it
feen, that one at a table engrofles the peculiar
affiduities of the entertainer, while another
equally, or perhaps more, deferving, is almoft
forgotten, feldom addreffed, and but cbolly
affifted. That perfon who (having invited
cempany) treats one gueft as a_fuperior, and
another little better than a mensal, wants both
underflanding and humanity. -

Time will only allow me to make fhort
comments on the different inftances wherein
mutual attentions fthould be fhewn to each
other In our intercourfe with fociety. You
may cxtend them by obfervation and refle&on,
Having exprefled my difapprobation of partial
hofpitality, and pointed inhofpitality 70 vifitors,
1 fhall fay a few words on a fault of equal
magnitude too often committed by them, It

18
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e not uncomion, after an entertainment, for
envy to difperfe her remarks among her t00
credulous liffeners, who, in retailing, are always
careful that her noxious communications fhall
ot {uffer the leaft diminution. « We waited
long after the appointed time for dinner at
Mr. Ex#'s ” fhe will fay, ¢ which was very
illy drefled at laft; and I do affure you, there
was a turkey, which had been kept fo long,
[fiript of its feathers I fuppofe, that really it was
quite offenfive. Mis. E *#** blufhed excef-
fively, as well fhe might, when I gave my
plate with its naufeous contents to the fervant,
after juft tafling 2 little of the fauce. Tobe
fure the made many apologies, which were
quite ridiculous, fince the muft have known
st was not fit to eat. Except the turkey, there
was a profufion of gosd things on the table
indeed I may fay an extravagant fuperfluity,
confidering the impoverifhed circumftances of
Mr. and Mrs. E**%, who had much better
be faving a little for their young family than
imitating their fuperiors by making fuch en-
tertainments.”

5 Suchy
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- Such, with the moft unprovoked additions,
are the harfh mifreprefentations of envy 5 how
different from thofe of charity on the fame oc-
cafion! ¢ I dined,” faith the, ¢ with Mr. and
Mrs. E*** Jaft week ; a large party was invited,
and all were equal fharers of tlc benevolent
hofpitality of the entertainers, who were en-
titled to the gratitude of all who were prefent
for the pains they took to make every one
happy. Poor Mis. E***| how diftrefled I
was for her at dinner: fhe had been i London
feveral days, and, during her abfence, a turkey
had been fent her, which the cook (thinking
it would be an additional treat) prepared for
dinner, without the knowledge of her miftrefs,
who arrived from town but an hour before the
party met, and was much delighted to find her
fervant had been fo thoughtful ; but unfor-
tunately it was not fo good as my friend had
hoped : however, it was {oon demolifhed, and
I faw but one lady who put it afide. I imagine
the was not fond of turkey, and no doubt was
much hurt when fhe obferved that the removal
of her plate feverely affe@ed the {enfibility of

Mrs,



¢ 7)Y

Mrs. E #**, whofe colour rofe and retired fo
rapidly, that 1 feared the would have fainted.
Mr. and Mrs. E * ** are not in fuch good cir-
cumftances as formerly, and their entertain-
‘ments are much lefs frequent; but having re-
ccived a munificent prefent from an affluent
relation, their good hearts were doubly cheered
by fharing it with their friends.” Learn from
thefe obfervations, which you will have reafon
to fubfcribe to through life, that while envy
is traducing the perfon who lavifhes comforts
on her, ¢ charity thinketh no evil.”’

Charity and politenefs are {fo cemented in the
bonds of amity, that they cannot eafily be
feparated, yet they arc often in need of a friend
to introduce them, fince an oftentatious giver
of gifts frequently ufurps the place of the for-
mer, and cringing ceremony the latter ; how-
ever, as Minerva * has lately been confulted by
our fex on the exterior of the head, there is
reafon *o hope for a reform in the interior,

* Alluding to the Minerva bonnet.

which,
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which, as far as outfide appearances can difcover,
has been long under the dominion of Jolly *.
If

* The folly by which eur fex has fo long been §9m"
verned, particularly in drefs, is manifeftly proved by
a late publication, entitled ¢ An Addrefs to the La-
‘¢ dies, by a young Man.” 1 ﬁnc'érely hepe his fpi-
rited and very requifite advice will have the intended
effect. No lady could with propriety have written ags
he has done; or, if fhe could, the reproof would haye
bad no weight, It would have been impited to
envy, to gravity, or to prudery. Or even if written by

\

a gentleman advanced in years, the giddy votaries of
fathion might have faid, *¢ of what confequence are
“‘ thefe reproofs to us? We drefs to attract the

¢ young, and, if they approve, we care not.” But when
ladies find that the poung, for whom they drefs, are
difgufted with their defiance of decency, there is fome
hope of refermation ; for, believe me, the fentiments
of this writer are the fentiments of g/ Jenfible men.
It has been faid, that his firft edition was too {evere,

1 did not fee the firft ; but I will venture to {ay, there
is nofeverity in the fecond. It is {pirited, as it ought
to be; for mild reproof and diftant hints have long
been tried in vain, 4 }
ST When,
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1f we apply to the goddefs of wifdom, the wilt

inftru& us how to diftinguith the f7ue from the
falfe ; fhe will tell us, that

¢ Charity! decent, modeft, eafy, kind,

¢ Softens the high, and rears the abject mind ;

« Knows with juft reins and gentle hand to guide
s¢ Betwixt vile frame and arbitrary pride.

«« Not foon provek’d, the eafily forgives;

¢¢ And much fhe fuffers, as fhe much believes.

¢« Soft peace fhe brings wherever fhe arrives ;

¢« She builds our quict as fhe forms our lives ;

¢ Lays the rough paths of peevifh nature even,
<« And opens in each breaft a little heaven.”

She will alfo tell us, that ¢ true politene/s
¢ is an evennefs of foul that excludes, at the
¢ fame time, infenfibility and too much ear-
¢ neftnefs. It fuppofes a quick difcernment
¢ of the different chara&ers, tempers, mife-
«¢ ries, or perfe@tions of man; and, by a fweet

When I prepared for the compofitor a preceding
letter on the fubjeét of drefs, I had not feen the above-
mentioned work ; I am much pleafed to {ee the topic
enlarged upon by fo able a writers

¢ con-
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¥ condefcenfion, adapts itfelf to each man’s
‘¢ cafe ; never to faiter, but always to calm
“¢ the paffions. It isa kind of forgetting one’s
“¢ {elf, in ordef to be agreeable to others ; yet
““in fo delicate a manner, as {carcely to let
“ them perceive you are fo employed. It
““ knows how to contradi& with refpe&, and
“to praife without fawning or adulation;
““and is equally remote from an mnfipid com-
“ plasfance and a low familiarity”

Having now given you, in the words of two
competent authors, a definition of charity and
politenefs, 1 hope you will in future do honour
to them only in their rea/ charaéters ; for, on
the evening of Mr. E * * %’g ball, you were
paying undue refpec to two impoltors, whos
having picked up one or two of the chara@e-
riftics of the amiable perfonages they 7if-re-
prefented, decorated themfelves therewith, and
thus came matked to the ball. Your kind
opinion of them was by no means reprehen-
fible ; it was praifeworthy, becaufe you be-
lieved them to be in reality the chara&ers they

| attempted
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attempted to perfonate ; but, had you before
known how to diftinguifh, you would have
obferved their failure in a variety of inftances.”
Had the lady who gave half a crown to a
poor man as fhe ftepped from her carriage
been Charity, the would not have kicked the
little dog, which, to efcape the purfuit of fome
hard-hearted boys, crouched at lier feet for
protetion ; and had her companion, who en-
tered the ball-room with Sfludied phrafes and
innumerable curtfies, {fhiaking one by the hand,
and’ complimenting another, been Pslitene/s,
the would not fcornfully have turned from a
young lady of inferior birth, who with extreme
gentlenefs inquired concerning the health of
Her family. True charity and true politene/s'
are never inconfiftent ; for which reafon, thofe’
who artfully affume their chara&ers are eafily’
deteted by an attentive obferver.

Dr. Gregory, in his Advice to his Daugh=
ters, fays, ¢ Do not confine your charity to’
¢ giving money. You may have many op-

G 113 por=
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¢ portunities of fhewing a compaflionate {pirit
¢¢ where your money is not wanted.”

If the lady before mentioned had been cha-
ritably inclined, fhe would have petitioned her
father not to purfue his intention of pulling
down a pleafant cottage belonging to Widow
S ***  in order to enlarge his grounds; in-
ftead of which, fhe unfeelingly faid, ¢¢ I hope,
< Sir, you will foon put that project in exe-
¢¢ cution ; for I long to fee a beautiful canal
¢ meandering in the valley where that thabby
< cottage now ftands; and, indeed, Mrs, S**¥
“t and her children have been fo troublefome
¢¢ of late, that I fhall not be eafy ’till they are
« turned out. They had the confidence
¢¢ yefterday to interrupt me in my walk, and
€ petition me to intercede in their behalf
¢ Mrs. S*** telling me, that the believed the
¢ removal would be the death of her; adding,
«¢ that during the life of her hufband it was the
< humble abode of happinefs; and that {ince.
<¢ his death, her only confolation, next to the

«¢ tendernefs of her children, was in the {oli-
¢¢ tary
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%% tary employment of nurturing the fhrubbery
¢ which he had planted, and in contemplating
<¢ the progrefs of his former induftry.—And
¢ then the began‘to ¢ry, which obliged me to
<< tell her, I thought the indulgence of fuch
“¢ feelings was very improper in a perfon of
¢ her mean flation ; 4nd that the ought, in
“ her early days, to have been taught fub-
*¢ miffion to her fuperiors : however, out of
¢¢ compaflfion, I offered her half a guinea,
<< which fhe haughtily refufed ; telling me,
¢ that money could not purchafe another ha-
<¢ bitation like the lov’d cottage fhe muft leave,
s¢ and therefore fhe would not accept my
“¢ bounty.” 3

“This unfeeling difcourfe, at which I be<
lieve, ladies, you were not prefent, was in-
terrupted by a gentleman from the ball-room;
‘'who came to requeft her hand fér the next
dance. The infenfibility of this eppreffor, and
the forlorn ftate of the gppreffed, brought on a
train of refle€ions in my mind, that neither

G 2 the
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“the enchanting found of fweet mufic, nor tlie
hilarity of the company, could check.

Thefe are they, thought I, ¢ whodevour
¢ widows houfes:” and thefe are fuch as Dt.
Goldfmith has in vain reproved in his exqui-
fitely beautiful’ poem, The Deferted Village.
I fay in vain, becaufe thofe who have read his-

“works have not profited by the following:
pointed lines s

¢ Where then, ah! where, fhall poverty refide-
it 'To{cape the preffure of contiguous pride ?

¢t If to fomescommon’s fencelefs limits ftray’d,.
¢¢ He drives his flock to pick the {canty blade,

¢ Thofe fencelefs fields the/.bm of awealrh divide;
« And e’en the bare-worn common is deny’d *,*

And*

* T hope-the infertion of the above lines, and con-
{equent obfgrvations, will not give fcope to the male-
volence of thofe who indulge themfelves, inveétively,
againft every gentleman who, perhaps, without the
leaft thought of oppreflion, wifhes to add an acre or
two to his grounds. Whenever I hear a perfon ex-
claiming—¢¢ What! are the poor to be deprived of
$¢ every comfort to fuppart the luxury of the rich " &e.

: Ial-
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And again, when deploring the bani{kment of
a family, he fays,

4¢ Good Heav’n! what forrows gloom’d that parting
11 day (
<t That call’d themfrom their native walks away ;
¢ W hen the poor exiles, every pleafure pait,
¢ Hung round sheir ‘bowers, and fondly look’d their
“ilalh.
To

»

1 always fufpeft that fome private pique again{t
the Enclofer inftigates his feeming coffipaflion; for,
alas! the middling clafs of foci€ty, at imes, oppre(s
the poor as much as the rich do; and few have {o
much feeling as to ftand forth the champions of the
opprefled, except they feel fome refentment them-
felves againft the oppreflor; and feldom, gery fel-
dom, has the boafter any legal title to the virtues of
which he boafts. 1 do not fay, that a difinterefled
friend is newver to be found : I {hould, indeed, be moft
ungrateful if T did; having (jointly with a dear re-
lation) experienced, in the early part of my life, that
moft invalifablg blefling at a time when it was moft
needed, and never will its confequences be erafed
from my memory.

Ler the above fubject, however, be properly con-
fidered, and 1t will furely be acknowledged, that a

G 3 village
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To quit, even with an advantageous pro-
{pe&, a dwelling to which we have been long
accuftomed, and to which domeftic happinefs,
or domeftic misfortunes, have chained either
our affeCtions or memory, is always painful ;
but to be exiled by the pride of others from
the ¢¢ feats of our youth,” Is next to heart-
breaking.

He who ¢¢ indignant fpurns the cottage from
¢ the green,” endeavours to excufe his fe-
verity by faying,.¢ it is but a howel; the fa-
“ mily will live much more comfortably in
“¢ another place.” 'That may be the plea of

village may fometimes be a gainer by the enlarge-
ment of a gentleman’s grounds; fince the number of
workmen employed in fuch altgrations muft certainly
afford more affiftance to poor families, than the {canty
pittance drawn from the privilege of keeping a few
geele or fheep on ¢ the bare-worn common.’”” ILet
not the enclofer, therefore, be condemned; except (as
in the inftance of the widow before mentioned) fe-
verity and oppreflion be exercifed; then, indeed,
however high his fiation, he is an object deferving
contempt,
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¢he ufurper, but is feldom the opinion of the
banithed family. The love of home is not to-
be deracinated ; and Goldfmith, in his de-
fcription of the mountaineers of Swiflerland,.
“makes the followmg obfervation :

s¢ Dear is that fbed to which his foul conforms,
¢ And dear that bi#l which Zifts himto the florms.

* He * #* * * #* T %

¢« While the rude zorrent and the wbhirlwind’s roar
¢¢ But bind him to his #zative mountains more.”

In a charming poem, entitled ¢ Local At-
s¢ tachments,”’ this adherence to home, whe-
ther in humble or exalted life, is naturally.
and affe&ingly exemplified in a variety of in-
terefting inftances; among which the Win-
chefter fchool-boy is not the leaft.. t

It would, however, be injuftice to peoplé
of fortune, many of whom have hearts ex-
panding with benevolence, . noto bring fome
examples of humanity, where power could
have been exerted in depriving the peafantry of.
comfort.

G 4 1 once
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I once had the honour of calling friend a
gentleman *, whofe mind was fo replete with
philanthropy, that it might be truly faid of
him,

¢ He gathered blifs to fee his neighbours bleft.”

“« M1chae1 Coll linfon, Efq. who, like his father,
“ Perer Collm‘on, Efq. long an eminent member-of
¢ the Royal Soc1ety, was diftinguifhed for his knowr-
““ledge in natural hiftory, and for the attention he
““ paid to botanical fubjeéts in particular, From his
‘¢ generally well-informed mind, and polithed man-
“* ners, his company was much efteemed by perfons
‘““of the firft eminence; and to his more intimate
‘¢ friends he was endeared by his remarkably engaging
“ attention to them, as well as by his benevolence
¢ and liberality. His enjoyment of the latter part of
¢ his life was much interrupted, and toward the clofe
““ of 1t almoft {ubverted, by a feries of painful difor-
¢¢ ders, which he fuftained with exemplary patience,
¢¢ refignation, and fortitude !’

The above juft traits of his charaer appeared in
the Chronicle fhortly after his deceafe; ‘inferted, I
imagine, by the defire of an affetionate relation.

Once
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~ ‘Once, when converfing with him on the
‘beauty of his grounds, I noticed, in particu~
lar, the grove of elms before his houfe. ¢ It
«¢ is very pleafant,” he replied ; and added, ¢ I
« could enclofe it, but I never will; for L
¢ derive higher gratification from feeing my
¢ neighbours enjoy it, than I fhould do if it
« were added to my garden.” But the gene-~
rofity of this eftimable character was {till more
extenfive : the timid hare found in his garden
a refuge from its purfuers ; and even the fpar-
rows were fuffered to fteal the feeds with
impunity. ¢ There is enough for them and
«« me,” I have heard him fay; and indeed
there was found produce enough for many
families in the village to partake of ; for mu~
nificence could not exceed his,

In the difpenfations of his bounty he dif-
covered an elegant and exalted underftanding ;
for, though ¢ to foften the calamities of man-
¢ kind, and infpire gladnefs into an opprefled
<« heart, is the nobleft privilege of an enlarged

¢ fortune, yet there are few who know how
¢ to
\

%%
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& to exercife that privilege in all its generous
““ refinements: I have feen charity (fays the
“author I am now quoting), if charity it
¢ might be called, /n/ult with an air of pity,
¢ and wound at the {ame time that it healed ;
“¢ but I have alfo feen the higheft munificence
<t difpenfed with the moft refined tendernefs,
““and bounty conferred with as much addrefs
< as the moft artful could employ in foliciting
s a'fzyour ¥

Had the worthy friend, whofe name I have
juft recorded, been now living, T fhould have
fupprefled encomium, left it might have been
confidered as flattery ; but, as he is no more!—
it is only a juft tribute of gratitude due to his
memory.

Having imperceptibly deviated from my firft
intention, I cannot return to the fubjet which
" induced me to addrefs you, till I have engaged
your attention awhile to another chara&er, of

* Fitzofborne’s Letters, i

o whofe
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whofe benevolent diftribution of pleafure to

others T have been myfelf a witnels and par=
e

In the year 1782, the tender indulgence of
a very eftimable lady afforded me an oppor-
tunity of paffing fome pleafant weeks at Bath,
Briftol, and Stour Head: at the latter, my
generous entertainer fixed her abode for a
fortnight ; and every'day we enjoyed the luxury
of rambling uncontrouled about the fpacious
and beautiful grounds belonging to Mr. Hoare,
the banker. With an amiable young compa-
nion, of whom I fhall fpeak hereafter, I have
paffed in the Turkith Pavillion the early morn-
ing hours ; have been fheltered in the cool
Grotto on the river Stour from the fultry heat
of rioon ; and have bidden adieu to ¢¢ parting
¢« day” in the T'emple of the Sun at eve.

To defcribe the beauties of that delightful
feat is entirely out of my power; I faw and
felt them all; but defcription muft be left to

abler pens than mine: indeed it is not requifite

to,,-h
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‘to my prefent purpofe, which is to intil inte
the minds of young ladies fuch a refpe& for
chara&ers diltinguithed for diffufive benevolence,
as may induce them to imitate while they
revere.

I hope the amiable and much-valued lady 1
bave alluded to will pardon me for the liberty
I bave taken in thus inferting, without per-
miflion, a line or two of her poem on the
beauties of Stour Head,

After a juft and elegant defcription of that
enchanting fpot, together with fome interefting
traits of the owner’s charatter, the following
lines, applicable to my prefent fubjedt, occur:

46 Yet thefe {weet fhades to him would be impair'd,
¢ Benewolence o truly rules his mind,

¢ Unlefs with @// their rural charms he thar’d,
¢ For, like his foul, his wwalks are unconfin’d.’’

The extent of the above mentioned grouhds

is feven miles; that part more particularly
called
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¢alled Pleafure Grounds is about three 3 and

throughout- the whole there was not a faflened
gate.

W hat is remarkable, there was not a veftige
of plebeian depredation, nor fo much as a
cropt flower to be feen:. no doubt the-peafantry
felt the value of their privileges, and acted fo
as to deferve their continuance.

“Whatever I have advanced in the courfe of
this letter on the pride and oppreflion of high
life, I think thofe vices of equal, if not
greater, magnitude in the lower ranks of fo-
ciety: a proud man or woman who have been
educated, may one day be convinced of their
failings by books, by advice, or by adverfity ;
but the low,, uneducated proud, whofe ignorance
is always accompanied by obftinacy, are like
untamed brutes, and over them rzafon has no
power. If low by birth, low in manners,
and low in ftation, the {chool of adverfity is
no fchool for them ; and if the wheel of for-
tune turns in their favour, they become what

p.¢ 15
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as vulgarly, but very juftly, called pur/fe-proud ;
and from the purfe-proud Zw, what is it that
’fénﬁbility, humility, meeknefs, and misfor-
tune, do not fuffer ?

It is now requifite that I thould go back to
the evening of the ball, as I have another ob-
fervation to make on the character you thought
fo polite.

What I am going to remark, you may pro-
bably think very 7rifling; but recolle&t the
beginning of my letter, and you will find it
accord with my firft intention.

The humble young lady from whom Mifs
H*** fcornfully turned at her entrance, had
chofen for her dance ¢¢ The Flowers of Edin-
¢ burgh,” which fhe went through with pe-
culiar eafe and grace ; the party followed, and
at length Mifs H * * * came down the lines,
making intentional miftakes in her way, and
then laughing affeCtedly at the impoflibility of
attending to fuch a tedious figure, Juft as the

was
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was pafling the amiable girl {he meant to infult,
‘fhe faid, ¢¢ I wonder who chofe this dance?
«¢ It is abfolutely fo unfafhionably long, that
¢¢ really one had need have the conftitution of
¢ 3 dairy-maid to go down it.”” And when fhe
had concluded, fhe defired the next couple not
to choofe a dance with the figure hay, for that
it was too vulgar to be introduced in a genteel
company. A friend, the next day, compal-
.ﬁonating the perfecuted young lady for fuch
undeferved ill treatment, fhe fenfibly replied,
¢ It did not affe& me; I have met with fo
‘¢ many real troubles, that [ thould be athamed
‘¢ to be even difcompofed at the poor efforts of
¢ envy and vanity fo contemptible.”

Young ladies, when they accept an invita-
tion, fhould remember, that there are mutual
duties in fociety, that require them to eblige
as well as to be obliged ; and therefore if, at a
ball, they like, for the fake of fafbion, to choole
a fhort dance, they fhould, for the {ake of po-
litenefs, condefcend to the tafte of others, who,
o0 fhew that they are not flaves to fafbion, or,

3 for
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for the fake of a tune, may with as much pro+
priety choofe a long one ; and I would advife
them never to contend about the gentility or
vulgarity of a figure; for whether we dance
triangularly, circularly, or choofe to form in
our movements' the almoft banifhed figure 8,
if we perform our motions with eafe and good-
humour, we fhall approach much nearer to gen~
tility than the fathionable difputer who is depri-,
ving a company of innocent enjoyment, merely*
to maintaina ridiculous opinion, that to form a’
double 1ing is not fo genteel as a fingle one.
How much happier-are parties where all; re-
ciprocally, ftrive

i

¢ To pleafe—are pleas’d—who give to gain efteem, -
& Till feeming bleft, they'grow to what they feem.””
‘Thus, dear Ladies, have I'endeavoured to’
point out the neceffity of attending to trifes,
as well as to circumftances which are, com-
paratively, of more importance, in our com-
munications with fociety ; and, left you thould"
again be induced, by falfe appearances, to’

pey.
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pay that refpe@t to oftentation which is only
due to virtue, I advife you, in future, to maze
obfervations (but not cenforioufly) on the con-
fiffency of chara&ers ; and by that criterion you
may fafely form your judgment, and feleck
your friends.

I will not fay adieu, till I have given you
the promifed anecdote of the young lady *,
my companion at Stour Head; for, though it
is foreign from the general tenor of this letter,
yet, as it affords me an opportunity of record-
ing a proof of duty to a parent (a virtue I
have always endeavoured to inculcate) I fhall
make no apology for the infertion,

This amiable child was not quite fourteen,

.0 0
when, with great regret, 1 parted with her at
Brifto], on her entrance at Mifs More’s {chool.
She had a mind well informed, a difpofition
truly engaging, and a capacity egual to the

* Mifs QsKecfe,

H attain-
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?;ttainme‘nt of whatever fhe undertook., Maufic,-
which fhe had an invincible defire of learning,
was (I know not for what reafon) denied. A
naval officer, who had a high refpe& for her
family, heard her lament the painful probhi-
bition : he faid to her, < You fhall learn, my
¢ dear. Perhaps your mamma thinks the
s¢ expence unneceflary, therefore I willdefray it,
4% and you fhall -learn without the knowledge
* of your mother.”

4O o, Sir)? flic ‘replied; “¢ I am weny
¢« much obliged to you, very much obliged
¢ indeed; but I cannot think of learning with-
¢¢ out my mama’s confent, it would be fo un-
« dutiful.” He endeavoured to convince her
by the moft perfuafive arguments, that there
would be no impropr'iety in her compliance ;
but, though he eloquently pleaded, and though
her own defire of fuch an accomplifhment
was in unifon with his perfuafions, yet did this
charming girl, at {o carly an age, combat ali
his -arguments ; and concluded with a moft

polite
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polite and fteady rejedtion, faying, ¢ 1 fhall
« always remember your goodnefs, Sir, but
¢¢ my mama has forbidden, and 1 wifh to ebey
“ her. - .

When.fhe was abfent, the gentleman faid
to me, ¢ What a fine underftanding has that
« excellent girl! I think I value her more
¢ for her reje@ion of my propofal than I
« fhould have done had fhe accepted it.”

Let thofe young ladies, who are plotting
elopements to deftroy the peace of their pa-
rents, learn their duty from a child of four-
teen ; and they may reft aflured, that the moft
certain way of fecuring the permanent refpect
of thofe who would perfuade them to erf, 1s.
by a fteady and polite determination to follow
the guidance of parental experience.

I have now, dear Ladies, accomplithed my
arduous undertaking ; and earneftly entreating
vou to view in their proper light the various

H 2 fubjeis:
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fubjects of my pen, which, notwithftanding
fome plain rebukes, has been employed for
the benefit of thofe I value, I fubfcribe myfelf,
with fincerity,

Your faithful and affe@ionate Friend,

Cu. PALMER,

FOST-
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AS I with to make this fmall work as ufe-
ful as the fhort intervals of leifure will
allow, I fhall now add a remark or two on
fome of the moft obvious errors which occur
in almoft every fentence of the inattentive

fpeaker.

"The young lady who told me fhe went to Mrs.
Siddon’s benefit, need not fear ridicule if the
fhould infuture add another s to the name. The
laugh again{t untaught people, who fay pofes,
beaftes, &c. has made many a diffident perfon
afraid of ufing the genitive cafe, thinking
that Siddons’s, &c. affords the fame ground for

'3 cen-
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cenfure ; but there is no impropriety in the
latter, fince 2 name that ends with s muft
always have another s added to it to form the
genitive cafe, otherwife the name is abridged ;
for inftance, to fay Mrs. Siddon’s benefit, s
making the name Siddon.

¢« The fuppofition that s denotes his has
¢ been fufficiently exploded ; for it is added to

<< the proper names of women, as Mary's cap,
¢¢ Beifey’s ring, & X’

Having heard the prefent tenfe of the verb
ta fbew ufed for the paft tenfe and paffive par-
siciple, I fhall here fix each in their right

places.
Paft or Imperfect Paffive
Prefent Tenfe. qanies Participle.
Shew, Shewed Shewn
or -
Show Showed Shown

* See Afh’s and Trinder’s Grammars.
Ex.
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Ex. 1 will fhew my work to you. She
jbewed her book to me. The curiofities werée
Jrewn by the gentleman who colle&ted them.

The paft tenfe of the verb # draw is as fre=
-quently out of place.

-Prefent Tenfe. Paf Tenfe. Paffive Parr,.'

Draw Drew Drawn

Fr. 1 will-draw a bird 3 T drew one yefter-
day; but it was not drawn well.,

Came, the paft or imperfect tenfe of the verb
-t0 come, is much in fathion with illiterate
people. It founds, in the ear of the untaught,
rather genteeler than come ; but let not thofe *,

who ought to know better, ufe it out of places

* Thefr and thofe fhould not be ufed indifcrimi-
nately ; thefe relates to what is near, :hofe to what 18
diftant. Ex. You are welcome to thefe {ciffars (which
1 have in my hand), or to thofe which I left in my
yoom 3 #hefe do not cut well, but zhofe are very fharps

H 4 L I{houla
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“ 1 fhould have came” is wrong ; come is the
paflive participle. Ex. When did you come 2
I came yelterday. 1 thould have come the day
 before, but was prevented *,

* ¢ Lily’s Grammar lays down a good rule with
* refpect to pafﬁvg’» pafﬁciples, that they all end in
“d, 1, or m, as fed, taughs, flain. This amalogy is
“ liable to as few exceptions as any ; and,conﬁdering
““ how little analogy of any kind we have in the Eng-
¢ lith language, it feems wrong to annihilate the few
‘¢ traces that' may be found. It would be well, there-
“ fore, if all perfons who endeavour to be accurate,
““ would be careful to avoid a corruption at prefent
‘o prevalent of faying ¢ it was wrote,’ for ¢ it was
“ written:” ¢ he was drove,’ for ¢ he was driven? ¢
“ have fell,” for ¢ 1 have fallen 1 have went,’ for ¢ I
¢t have gone ” in all which inftances a verb is abfurdly
¢ ufed to fupply the paflive participle, without any
4 neceflity from the want of fuch a participle.?’

See Hermes, or a Philofophical Inquiry concerning
Univerfal Grammar, by James Hariis, Efq. See alfo
Trinder’s Effay and Devis’s Accidence.

Come, gone, done, borne, fhone, made, clung, &c. are
exceptions to the above rule,

The
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" The conjun&ions either, neither, cr, and nor,
are often ufed improperly ; #or fhould always
follow neither, and or, either.

Ex. Neither thought, word, nor deed.
Either this or that,
Nor I cither, 1s improper.

In the firft letter I have given a hint er two
relative to pronunciation, I fhall therefore here
only obferve, that the following contraltions
are extremely inelegant: certn, Latn, fortn,
fatn, &c. for certain, Latin, fortune, fatin, &c.
An attention to elegant fpeakers is the readieft
way of acquiring a graceful pronunciation.

If young ladies would attend, as they ought,
to the pleafing ftudy of their own language,
the remarks I have made would be rendered
fuperfluous ; and indeed there are fo many
cheap and ufeful books extant for their in-
ftruion, that it is a difgrace to a lady of
tolerable capacity to be unacquainted with
them,

Afh’s
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Afh’s Introdu&ion to Lowth’s Englifh
Grammar,
‘Dr. Trinder’s Effay on Englith Grammar,
Ellen Devis’s Englifh Accidence,
‘And a late edition of Entick’s Spelling
Dictionary,
are all worth the attention of adults; but 1t
is generally thought too childith for grown
ladies to attend to books ufed by children at
fchool ; therefore thofe who are above liftening

to advice, muft continue to read movels, and

remain in ignorance.

To defert our own language for the fake of
another is like preferring a ftranger to a
#riend ; and yet 1 am far from difcouraging
‘any acquirement : I only with to obferve, that
our friends have the firft title to our attention *,

g

When

% ¢¢ The importance of an Englifh education is now
¢« pretty well underftood ; and it is generally acknow-
¢t Jedged, that not only for ladies, but for young
¢ sentlemen defigned merely for trade, an intimate
<¢ acquaintance with the proprietiesand beauties of the

s Englifh
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‘When a young lady tells me fhe is making
great progrefs in the French language, and the
next minute fays, ¢ this French book was gave
¢ to me by the gentleman who is teaching
¢¢ me,” I cannot compliment her fo highly as
to fuppofe her French is better than her LEng-
lifp 5 for if fhe perceive not a difference 141
give, gave, given, 1 naturally conclude that
fhe cannot diftinguifh the various fignifications
of the following French words, donnez, donner,
donnerai, domné, and donne ; therefore my dear

pupils,

« Let all the foreign tongues alore,
¢« Till you can read and write yowr own.”’

« Bnglifh ongue would“be a very defirable and ne-
s¢ ceffary attainment, far preferable to a fmatiering of
« the learned languages.” ASsH.

« Some perfons make a great buftle, and tell you,
¢ that it is impoffible to fpell or write good Englifh
«¢ without being well acquainted with Latin; but we
« are now quite convinced of the contrary, having a
¢ perfect grammar of our own.” TFENNING.

T8

A ‘Since
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Since the foregoing letters were fent to the
‘prefs, many paffages have rccurré;d to my re-
colle&tion which I fhould gladly have enlarged
upon for the inftru&ion of my yo‘ung readers ;
therefore, though they may be a little out of
place, I hope they will be no lefs ufeful if
continued in the Poftfcript,

Among the many virtues which ennoble
the human heart, 7nfegrity has a claim to pe-
culiar refpe&. If we are once aflured that jt
1s in our friend's poffeffion, we may fafely
difburden our hearts when opprefled with
grief, and extend our pleafures by imparting
them. "There is fomething more than pleafure,
there is happinefs in difclofing affairs of confe-
quence to an nterefled and disinterefted friend
who has underftanding and prudence ; but as -
thefe brilliant virtues are not to be met with
every day, young ladies fhould be careful how.
they place an implicit confidence in either fexy
particularly thofe of their own age, whofe ex-
perience is generally upon an equality with
their own ; confequently advice from fuch,

2 how-
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~ however well meant, is very feldom advan-

tageous.

Dr. Gregory fays, ¢ In the choice of your
<¢ friends, have your principal regard to good-
¢¢ nefs of heart and fidelity ; if they alfo pof-
¢ fefs tafte and genius, that will fill make
¢¢ them more ufeful as companions. If you
¢¢ have the .good fortune to meet with any
“« who (on the above principles) deferve the
¢¢ name of friends, unbofom yourfelf to them
¢ with the moft unfufpicious confidence. An
¢ open temper, if reftrained but by tolerable
«¢ prudence,will make you, on the whole, much
“¢ happier than a referved, fufpicious one. But
“ however open you may be on your own
¢« affairs, never difclofe the fecrets of one
¢ friend to another; thefe are fecret depofits
¢ which do not belong to you; nor have you
‘¢ any right to make ufe of them.”

Our fex are particularly accufed of infidelity
refpecting the confidence repofed in us---I
think unjuftly. For my own part, the affeQtion

of
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of an amiable fifter has rendered a-confidant’
unneceflary ; yet I have fo high an opinion of

fome ladies of my acquaintance, that I fhould

not fear trufting them with the moft impor-

tant circumitances ; nor with letters of con-
fequence unfealed ; indeed, if an unfealed letter

be not as fafe in the hands of a friend as a

fealed ore, that friend does not poflefs true
honour. Lacks and feals are uled' as fecurities

again(t difbonefly and curiofity; were honour

and integrity univerfal there would be no oc-

cafion for either. Be not fond of difclofing

your own affairs for the fake of hearing thofe

of others, left your curiofity Jead you to dif-
Lonefty ; therefore ¢ feck not to know what

¢¢ is improper for thee, thirft not after pro-

¢ hibited knowledge, for in the acquaintance

¢« of many things licth not wifdom, but in the

¢« knowledge of that’which is meet. Let the

¢ threfhold of thy neighbour’s door fecure her

«¢ family; let not her window tempt thine eye

« to fee, nor the open cafement thine ear

¢ to hear the fecrets of her houfe; for the

¢ prying eye is a foe to itfelf, and the liftening

¢ car
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¢t ear will hear itfelf flandered. Art thou ins
¢ quifitive after deeds of defamation and re-
¢ proof, inquire of thyfclf, and thou fhalt find*

' employment within *.”

I fhall conclude this inftruétion with a quo--
tation from a letter of an elegant correfpon-
dent, whole fentiments are é‘l'ways worth re-
cording.  ¢¢ 1 never fpread fubtile mets to-
¢¢ catch fecrets, as {piders do flies ; but if they
« are committed to my guardianfhip, I con-
¢ {ider them as wards in truft which demand:
<« my kindeft attention and fteadieft pro-
¢ teCtion.”

Attend to thefe hints; and be faithful.

Never indulge yourfelves in perfonal, pro=
feffional, nor national prejudices ; they are the
failings of narrow minds. Perfonal beauty
and perfonal deformityare of themfelves equally
incapable of difpenfing comfort; and when,

* Whole Duty of Woman,
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in the hour of diftrefs, we languifh for the
bleffing of a friend, the form or complexion
will be found of no confequence. Benevo-
lence has the power of giving charms to the
plaineft features, while the lovelieft are ren-
dered forbidding by haughtinefs and oppreffion.
Perfonal attradtions have, in my opinion, juft
the fame effet as a fine piQure, and are ca-
pable of exciting a little admiration in common
with the beauties of nature, but can never
create gffeem nor refpe@ ; and thofe who
<hoofe a partner from external appearances
enly, difcover a defective underftanding.

]
% Beauty foon grows familiar to the lover,
¢¢ Fades in his eye, and palls upon his fenfe.”

Refle@ions thrown upon profefional gentle-
men, as phyficians, lawyers, clergymen, Sce.
difcover a mind tainted with the love of de-
traction, a fault particularly afcribed to our
{ex. Phyfical gentlemen are accufed of inbu-
manity 5 thofe of the law, of difbonefly ; and the
relpeCtable clergy are, 'in general, termed

hypocrites,
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bypecrites,  Inftances of fuch vices may cer-
tainly be found in each denomination; but
that is no reafon why the characters of the
innocent fhould {uffer with the guilty, nor is
it an excufe for thofe who indulge in {lander.

Knox has very juftly obferved, that if a
phyfician were to feel as an interefted friend
does for the fufferings of his patients, he
would be unfit to adminifter the means of
relief; but that medical gentlemen are capable
of {ympathy when they go ¢ to the houfe of
mourning,” I have myfelf been a witnefs.

A few years ago a {cene of extreme affliction;
occafioned by a fatal diforder, happened in the
family of a friend of mine. I will net enter
into a detail of the melancholy circumftances,
left it thould revive in the minds of the
amiable {urviving relatives too keen a remem-
brance of paft fufferings; I fhall, therefore,
only obferve, that a worthy apothecary, who
attended the family, one day called on me, and,

I a5
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as we were talking of the diftrefled relations
of his patients, he thus humanely exprefled
his feelings, which were alfo vifible in his
countenance : ‘¢ It is, indeed, {fuch a fcene of
¢« forrow, that I had rather give five guineas

¢ than go to the houfe.”

Medical gentlemen, however, efcape much
better than thofe ef the Jaw, againft whom:
every little wit/ing thinks he has a right < to
¢¢ fhoot out his arrows,’”’ ¢ even bitter words.”
If the intricacies of the law afford greater
opportunity for difhonefty, fo much the higher
praife is due to thofe who ¢ hold faft their
“ integrity.” Having myfelf undergone many
viciffitudes, the law has had fome fhare among(t
them ; and from different gentlemen in that
profeflion I have experienced very msble and
very mean treatment; fo I have from thofe
who knew nothing of law : I therefore afcribed
the virtue and the vice to the perfons who
exercifed them ; the profeffion was (in my
opinion ) neither exalted by the one, nor abafed.

by

J
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By the other; for I perfectly agree with one
of our Englifh poets, that

<t The outward at is prompted from awithin,
«¢ And from the finner’s mind. proceeds the fin.”

The witticifms thrown on the clergy are, L
think, ftill more reprehenfible, being a defiance
of religion ; and the perfon who can wantonly
degrade the clerical chara&er is himfelf, or
herfelf, lefs refpe@able than the character de-
graded. Thofe who indulge themfelves in
buffoonery on facred fubjelts, at any time, are
by no means eftimable, but particularty when.
in the prefence of a clergyman @ their ill-timed
and falfe wit is then a perfonal infult, as well
as an infult on religion. I have {een clergy-
men bear with it, till I have been furprifed
at their patience; but imagine they very pro-
perly thought the jeffers too mean for refent~

ment,

National prejudices are the next on my lift,
on which, however, I thall {fay but little, firfce
32 is
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it is generally allowed, that there is a national
charadter; but that is no reafon why we fthould
{uppofe, that Providence has placed on one
part of the earth men of a fuperior order to
thofe on another part. ¢ Human nature,”’
fays an elegant writer, whofe name I have
forgotten, ¢ is cvery where the fame:” and
may charity ever inculcate the idea, that

¢ Virtue’s confin’d to no one fpot,
¢¢ But blooms the growth of every clime.”

Even uncivilifed nations prove the truth of
the above lines ; and the contemplation of the
many virtues of untaught nature ought to
make the more cultivated bluth at their own
frequent deviations from re&itude, and want
of philanthropy.

I never derived more pleafure from any nar-
rative-or hiftory I ever read, than from Keate’s
elegant Account of the Pelew Iflands, on which
Captain Wilfon was fhipwrecked. The man-
ners of the iffanders were, indeed, diftinguifhed

by
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By fuch artlefs fimplicity, and their minds fo:
ennobled by benevolence, that the reader is
forcibly led to feel the relationthip which one
part of the world bears to another, and to join:
with Dr. Johnfon and Mrs. Piozzi, that

¢« All men throughout the peopled earth
« From one fublime beginning {pring ;.
¢« All from one fource derive their birth,
¢« The fame their parent and their King.”

As many of my fubfcribers are among thofe
who have read, with pleafure equal to mine,.
the above-mentioned interefting narrative, I
flatter myfelf they will be pleafed with the
infertion of the following beautiful lines
by Mrs, Weft. That lady has adhered fo
clofely to the circumftances narrated, that thofe
whofe fenfibility has fubfided {ince Mr. Keate’s
affe@ing pen called it forth, will find 1t per-
ceptibly revived by the forrow- moving poetefs,.
from whom I hope my pupils wiil reap in--

firu&ion.

53 PELEW..
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PELEW.

This Poem was occafioned by reading Mr. Keate's

animated Defeription of the Pelew Iflands.

LONG the ftar-impeopled fky -
Full thirty moons had run,
Since Abba Thule ¥, with manly grief,
Difmifs’d his vent’rous fon +.

* The Eaft India Company’s fhip the Antelope
being wrecked on Oroolong, one of the Pelew iflands,
Abba Thule the king, and his {fubjets, gave the crew
a moft hofpitable reception, and affifted them with
every thing the country afforded.

+ The king, at the departure of the Englith, en-
trufted his fecond fon, Lee Boo, to the care of Capt.
Wilfon, that he might, to ufe his own words, ¢ be'
¢ made an Englifhman.”

Gas~
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“ Go, youth!” the prudent monarch faid,
« This wondrous England view ;
Go, to that diftant world difclofe
The virtues of Pelew.

< To ufeful arts thy hands apply,
To ufeful lore attend ;

So fhall the travels of thy youth
Thy riper age befriend.

% For not to pleafe thy roving eye

Thou feek’{t the land unknown,
But that its wifdom, arts, and arms,
#  May dignify thy ewn.

¢ Nor let the grandeur of the fcena
With fear thy foul appall;

»Tis but a mockery, a fhow;
True worth tranfcends it all.

¢ Ye friendly ftrangers! to whofe care
My darling T confide;

“Oh! think henceforth a father’s love
Muit be by you fupply’d.

14 * (Good
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¥ Good fpeed to all! when on this line #
No record I difcern,
P’ll climb the heights of Oroolong,
~ And wait my fon’s return.”

Here ceas’d the juft benignant prince ;
The flowing fails expand,

And Britain’s gen’rous tars with grief
Forfake the friendly land,

- Remember’d kindnefs ill’d each eye
With fympathetic tears,
Deprefs'd with woe each feeling heart,
And check’d the parting cheers +.

* Abba Thule inquired of Capt. Wilfon, how long
it might probably be before his fon returned ; and
being informed about thirty moons, he made a corre.
fpondent number of knots upon a piece of line, and
carefully laid it by. :

+ The Englith were fo affected at the kindnefs of
thefe iflanders, that they could fcarcely articulate three
cheers at parting.

And’
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And now to grace his fon’s return,
When free from regal cares,
The tender father with delight
"The polifh’d bone * prepares..

No more on the recording line
A token he difcerns;

He climbs the heights of Oroolong,.
No more his fon returns.

Nor yet with tidings of his fate,
Where parts the coral reef T,

He fees the well-known Englifh fail,
Or well-known Englith chief.

To-morrow’s fun perhaps may bring
The dear expeéted youth ;

He will not yield to mean complaint,
Nor doubt the Englith truth.

% The Pelew chiefs wear a bone bracelet as a mark
of dignity.

+ The weftern fide of the iflands are inclofed by
a reef of coral, upon which the Antelope was
wrecked ; there is an opening in oue part, with a fuf-
ficient depth of water to enable a fmall vefiel to pafs

fafef £
,y To-
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“To-morrow’s fun, O King' afcends,
It fets unbleft by thee;

¢ And w Herefme did I truft my chlld
To yon unpitying fea ?

“¢ Cold with my darling lie entomb’d
Fach valiant Englith friend ;

“Or would not thofe I fav’d from death
To my diftrefs attend?

¢ The angry {pirit hath prevail’d #,
Its curfe my hopes betray’d,

Yet in the happy ifles above
My motives fhall be weighd.

*¢ In thofe blue fields, thofe funny clouds,
For virtue foon confefs’d,

Lee Boo enjoys perpetual peace,
There too fhall I be blefs’d.”

So {pake the fire, yet figh’d 'to find
His anxious wifhes vain ;
- Nor ere muft Europe’s envied arts
Adorn his fimple reign.

* They have a ‘notion of a bad fpirit, and future
‘happinefs to the good.

4 And
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And now he marks the funeral plant #,
And lays it on the ground;

“Then bending o’er it chaunts 2 dirge,
And piles the turf around.

Prince of humanity! thy fears
Are juft—thy fon is dead;

‘But England’s duft, not ocean’s wave,
Conceals the ftranger’s head.

He came; with confidence and joy
Her welcome pleas’d fhe gave—

With fweet fimplicity he charm’d,
Then funk into the grave.

Then wither’d all his father’s hopes,
And all his country’s fame ;

Then fied a foul which, €’en in death,
Confefs’d a patriot’s flame.

% Their funeral rites, as defcribed by Mr. Keate,
correfpond with the above account.

4+ This amiable youth, whofe gentlenefs and pene -
tration endeared him to all who faw him, died of the
finall-pox foon after his arrival in England,

Hie
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His pow’rlefs but impaffion’d wifh-
His lov’d Pelew rejoin’d,
To tell that England was good place #;.
And Englifh very kind.

Far from his country, kindred, fire,
His tomb affection rears +,

Graves with his name the votive flone,
And bathes it with her tears.

There, as the paints uncultur’d worth,.
And unaffected grace,

She fhames the boait of letter’d pride,
And Europe’s polifh’d race.

Mild, uncorrupt, though unadorn’d,,
The natives of Pelew

Prefent the portrait of an heart
To artlefs goodnefs true.

* His dying words.

1 The Honourable Eaft India Company exprefled
their gratitude to his father by placing an handfome
infeription over his grave,

In.
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’In {ophiftry’s deep maze unlearn’d,
In ftudious lore untaught,
"They only know the ufeful law
Of a&ing as they ought;

In happy ignorance of all
The ills of polifh’d life,

“"That wealth, which arms the'midnight foe,

And lures the faithlefs wife.

Firm, not ferocicus, brave, fincere,
Induftrious, and content,

.In {cenes of inoffenfive toil
Their blamelefs lives are {pent.

And will not Heaven for them unclofe
Her golden gates of light ?

"Will not the God, to them unknown,
The life he loves requite:!

WWill not the Saviour, whom they ne’er
Were call’d on to confefs,

The charity himfelf enjoins
With promis’d glory blefs ?

Faith’s
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Faith’s precious ray, by nature’s light
But partially fupply’d,
Will their juft Maker claim of them.
The talent he deny’d ?

Hence be the narrow mind, that views:

The favage with difdain ;
Hence be the arrogance, that dares
To limit Mercy’s reign.

For ever open are thy doors,
Thou city of our God!.

By every kindred, people, tongue,
Shall thy large courts be trod.

Then. controverfial pride fhall meet:
The brother he difown’d,.

And fee the children of the fouth
With Abraham’s fons enthron’d,

Then'fhall philanthropy tranfcend-
* Their fyftematic plan,

And only truth and goodnefs give-
Pre-eminence to man.

i hope
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T hepe the infertion of the foregoing lincs
will excite, in fuch of my readers as have not
read the Narrative to which they allude, a wifh
to perufe it, and their reward will be, if they
pay attention, ‘¢ profit mingled with pleafure.”
1 fhall cite but one paflage, and that only be-
caufe it is moft likely to be paffed over by
hafty readers without the attention it deferves.
Nature had been the tutor of the defervedly-
lamented prince  (Lee Boo), and had fo
highly cultivated his underftanding, that he
pofleffed the powers of difcrimination in a far
greater degree than. moft of our cwilifed
people of fafhion. I was particularly pleafed
with his remark, when at China, on the
Jfuperfluous decorations and ccremonies of the
table at which he dined, in company with
the principal officers, &c. &e. invited by
the Captain.

¢« My father,” faid the amiable youth,
s¢ though King of Pelew, has his dinner on
¢ cocoa fhell, and wipes his fingers on a plan--
“ tain leaf.” 'This paffage ought to be con~
fidered.
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fidered as an inftru@ive reproof by thofe who
pay more attention to form than propriety.

There furely can be no propriety in attendings

to abfurd forms, among which may be ranked
a fafhionable mode of eating,

introduced, I
fuppafe, by thofe

¢ Who far in diftant regions roam
“¢ To bring politer manners home.”

Gay.

This fathionable way of eating, or rather
of ufing the knife and fork, is to cut the
&c. 1 fmall pieces, then to put the knife
afide, and eat with the fork only, or with a
piece of bread and a fork *. I one day afked
a very amiable young lady (who .thought it
genteel to follow this sutlandifh cuftom) why
fhe fubmitted fo to every frivoleus whim of
" the day? She replied, ¢

meat,

becaufe it is now

*T am not fuch an enemy to fathion as to difobey
her orders when convinced of their reafonablenefs

or utility; but have not yet found a perfon to defend
the above.

‘¢ reckoned
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<¢reckoned fo ill bred to put a knife in onc’s
<¢ mauth.” I could not help laughing excef-
fively -(which is alfo wery unfafbionable) at the
idea, that to receive our food by the convey-
ance of a picked-pointed picce of fteel fhould
be a greater mark of good breeding than
that of ufing an inftrument of a different
fhape. I hope none of thofe exiremely delicate
people are remarkably fond of green peas;
becaufe, if they cannot afford deffert fpoons
to eat them with, they muft fuffer no {mall
degree of punifhment in obeying the zyrant
Jafbion by eating them with a fork. Tt ftrikes.
me, that there is as much vulgarity in ufing
the bow! of a fpoon as the broad end of a knife ;
therefore, thofe who rejeét the latter, would, I
think, do well to introduce the fathion of
ftirring tea, eating peas, &c. with the handle .
of the [poon inftead of the bowl. 1 thall be
accufed by fome, ‘and I forefee by whom, of
diminifhing the power of politenefs ; but I beg
to inform my accufers, that I ftate thefe cir-
cumftances in defence of Polifenefs, who is in
danger of being deprived of her rights by the

K ufurper
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ufurper Ceremony.  Politene[s may be knowsn>
by her uniform endeavours # pleafe—Ceremony
by equal endeavours to appear confpicuous. To
eat with decency and thankfulnefs is the duty of
every rational being; but to eat by fafhion’s
““ varying rules” is beneath the attention of
rationality.

When adverfity takes places of profperity
(and who is free from the viciflitudes of for-
tune ?) it is then that all faltidious ceremonies
appear in their true light, folly in the extreme.
When I refle¢t that I have a worthy brother,
who was among the diftreffed fufferers from
ftorm, devaftation, and almeft famine, in the
Weft Indies, in the year 1780, I fee, in the
ftrongeft colours, the znfignificancy of fuchfoibles,

Nothing can be a greater proof that all
{uch ceremonies originate in falfe delicacy, than
the readinels with which the adherents will
depart from them when what they call a frdlic, -
or a ruflic entertainment, induces them to lay
afide their falfe confequence, A cold dinner

on
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tn a flice of bread upon Epping Foreft, or
elfewhere, has been thought very agreeable
(notwithftanding the fingers were foiled a little
in holding it) even by thofc who, when feated
at the table of form, would almoft have loathed
the meal before them, had they feen one of
the guefts, with plebeian vulgarity, eat mafthed
potatoes with the point ef a knife.

At a concert in Hanover-{quare, laft winter,
it chanced that T ftood in the tea-room by the
fide of a duke. The night was moft feverely
cold, which made a warm cup of tea a truly
defirable refrefhment; and I obferved his
Grace receive his cup with as much fatis-
faction (although it had been wathed in a
bowl in which, of courfe, were the drainings
of thole previoufly ufed by perfons of inferior
rank) as he could have done had a differznt
Cup been each time prefented, or wathed in a
feparate bafon. Perhaps this condeflcenfion
inh the duke was not {ingular ; for it is with
juftice allowed, that perfons in high life fel-
dom give themfelves {o many airs as the -

) tators
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zators of high life; and the young lady who, -
between five and {ix o’clock one fine fummer
evening, emphatically faid to me, ¢“ Good morn-
¢ ing to you,” merely to let me know fhe
dined at a genteel hour, has more of my pity
for her weaknefs than of my refpest for her.
onfequence 5 for though, in her opinion, the
grand affair of dining at fix o’clock had in-.
verted the divifions of time, it did not prevent
me from recolle¢ting, that the evening had
been divided from the morning by the interval
of noon.

In many fituations in life late hours are
unavoidable, and therefore by no means fub- .
je&ts of cenfure; but to imagine that late
hours can give zmportance, is ignorance indeed !
If we value ourfelves even upon meritorious
altions, we greatly diminith their worth ; but
if we value ourfelves upon our errors, we
abundantly increafe their magnitude. No
perfon living, however fuperior his abilities,
however high his flation, or however amiable
_his difpofition or perfon, desives his advan-

tages
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tages from himfelf’; for << every good and per-
« fe@ gift is from above.” Let no oné,
therefore, proudly boaft, even though ¢¢ he be
¢¢ anointed with the oil of gladnefs above his
¢« fellows.”

Falfe delicacy, to which I now revert, can
always conquer itfelf whenever it has a motive
fufficiently powerful ; fo alfo can pajfion,
_peevz'/bmfs, and oéﬁinacy. The three latter
feldom break forth when in company, and
the former is generally fhaken off when alone.
But, while I warn you againft the affeGation of
delicacy, I wifh you equally to guard againft
the admiffion of coarfenefs, whether in fpeech
or manners *»

Some

* Pliant difpofitions, amiably bending to advice, are
frequently led to do wwrong by their zealous endea-~
_ vours to do right; which has induced me to point out
contrarieties, that they may avoid the danger of ex-
sremes, whether religious or moral. ‘The following
juft obfervations deferve attention: ¢ Extend gene-
s¢ ofity, it s profufencs; confine egonomy, it is avarice 5

k3 ¢ unbridle
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Some perfons, merely to avoid the ridicule
thrown on that fantaftical charaQer called «
Jine lady, give way to the oppofite extreme,
and bid defiance even to Politenefs herfelf ; be-
_ caufe they cannot diftinguifh her, lovely as fhe
15, from the ufurper before mentioned : f{uch
~will' boaft of eating, drinking, Jpeaking, and
aiting, jult as they pleafe ; have no notion: of
of your polite fort of people, who have no
Sincerity belonging to them ; are very fond of
telling ¢ a piece of their mind,” howeaver dif-
trefling that piece may be to the heayer ; and
this merely becaufe they value themfelves on
being honeft and downright. "This condud is
- no lefs ‘a fpecies of affectation than that which
I have already endeavoured to degrade, and
» generally originates in a morofe and felfih
temper.

In reading the account of the Pelew Iflands,
you wiil naturally be Ied to feel, that all ranks

. unbridle courgge, it is rafbue 55 indulge fenfibilizy, it
< is aweaknefs +.,

F See an Addrefs to the Ladies.
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of human beings, of whatever complexion or
feature, have a right to your compaflion and
affiltance when in diftrefs, Qur religion, you
know, includes ¢ all Fews, Turks, Infidels, and
<¢ Heretics,” as obje@s of our pity. Reflections
on this fubje& may probably incline you to
give a thought to the miferable condition of
fellow-creatures condemned to flavery. The
youthful mind has a ftrong tendency to com-
paflion ; but even compaflion may be carried:
to an enthufiaftic excefs, which often injures
the caufe for which it pleads. Before you
join the voice of thofe who enumerate the-
{ufferings of flaves abroad, examine whether
the fervants in your own houfe are exempt
from tyrannys.-

A flave- in the Indies is happier, if under-
tie command of 2 mild mafter, than the feul-
lion girl in the kitchen of an Englith noble-
man, whofe dignity not permitting him to:
defcend to the infpe&ion of the inferior of-
fices belonging to his houfehold, he 1s ignorant:
of the fufferings of his lower menials ; and,

K 4. while:
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while he is debating in the fenate-houfe on the
- mifery of flavery, his own home, could it
undergo a minute inveftigation, would furnifhk
fufficient employment for his philanthropic
feelings. But it is not in the houfes of the
great alone that fuch gricvances exift, Ap-
prentices, half-boarders at {chools, parith chil-
dren put out to nurfe, unfortunate little chim-
ney-fweepers, &c. &c. frequently claim the
attention of the humane as much as the
African flaves; and, being at home, might
more cafily be redrefled.

I fhall not cnlarge on this fubje&, left my
rcaders thould fuppofe Tam inclined to politics’s
which, of all fubje&@s, I diflike the mofts
and fincerely hope I fhall never have the mor-
tification of feeing a female politician among
thofe who have been, or may hereafter be, my -
pupils. There is fomething fo mafculine in
the chara&er, that I think a lady feated at
the head of her table ignorantly * talking on

¥ 1 fay ignorantly, becaufe ladies feldom converfe
Jenfibly on the fubjett; and when they do, it dues

them no honour, W
3 pol:ucs,
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politics, appears as much out of her proper
fphere as fhe would do on the box of a {tage-
coach, with the reins of ungovernable horfes
in her hand, The government of a family is
the only government neceflary for a woman
to be acquainted with; and if fhe conduéls
that properly, fhe will have done all in her
power towards the improvement of the ftate 5
for, if the private tuition of children be reli-
~gioufly and morally dire&ed, ¢¢ the rifing
¢¢ generation” may reafonably be expected to
fill public ftations with honour to themielves
and advantage to their country.

C ON-
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CONCLUSION.

T

HOUGH 1 well know the foregoing
T Letters, &c. will be read with difappro-
bation by many perfons, who will fuppofe:
‘certain paflages are levelled againft themfelves,.
1 cannot on that account wifh I had fupprefled
them. I do not feel the finalleft refentment:
againft any one whom I have addreffed, nor-
againft any one to whom the reproofs may be-
applied ; therefore, if convi@ion of wrong:
be at the heart, that heart (and not the writer.
of thefe pages) is the chaftifer.

FINTIS.
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