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PREFACE. 

No intelligent PRECEPTOR or judicious 
PARENT, will require any commen
tary on the evident- uses of the work 
which is here submitted to their 
patronage. Letter writing is so mani
festly the object and end of all educa
tion, that a_ work which affords the 
certain means of acquiring perfection_ 
in the practice of this art, necessarily 
claims a. preference over most _other 
books. The Editor is at the same 
time aware, that the path is- not un
trodden, and tpat he has some co~pe• 
titors ; but he rests his pretensions 
to general preference, on the circum~ 
stance, THAT HIS WORK JS TOTALLY 

a2 

,, 



• 
lV PREFACE. 

UNLIKE EVERY OTHER TH.AT HAS GONE 

DEFORE IT! 

If it were · not thus unlike all 

others having the same object, he 

could not expect a better fate than his 

predecessors, and his book vvould 

soon be to be found only in the 

kjtchen drawer, or among collections 

of works of mere amusement or dry 

speculation. He has, on the contrary,. 

,endeavoured to produce a practical 

' elementary book, which may be used 

in Schools as a system for Example 

. and Exercise ; and he thus hopes to 

attain the palm of UTILITY, which, as 

an author .. he values· above all other 

distinctions. 
The various works called Conzplete 

L .etter 1Vriters, are vvell known for 

the grossness of their matter, and the 

i;ulgarity of. their· manner ; w bile 

a superior work, called Elegant 



PREFACE-. T 

Epistles, and its abridgments are any 

thing but collections of Letters adapted 

to the purposes of education ; a 

volume of Essays would ans\ver even 

a better purpose, because it would not 

mislead, by pretending to ex~ibit ex

amples of Letters. · 

The'"f opics of Letters calculated to 

instruct young persons, ought to be 

perfectly Juvenile and natural,, though 

the phraseology should combine the 

correctness of maturity, with the 

vivacif.lJ of youth. 
Far be it fro1n the author to assert 

that he has, in the following pages, 

attained even his own standard ; hav

ing, however, seen and felt the faults 

of others, he has endeavoured to 

avoid them, and to produce a work 

in confonnity to what he believes to 

be a correct principle of instruction. 

The Plan of Study which he respect

a 3 



VI PREFACE" .. 

, fully recommends to the adoption of 
Preceptors, is to di~ect the pupil to 
transcribe every Letter as an exercise,_ 
fairly and neatly in a Book ; or, if 
convenient, on post paper, to be after
wards folded, \'Vafered, and addressed 
as a real Lefter. After the whole 
have been copied in either of these·· 
ways, the pupil will be sufficiently 
qualified to produce origina1s from the 
TOPICS suggested in the forty.- six 

- Exercises. 
An original Letter from the Topics, 

and a second copy from the Examples, 
may then be produced alternately, till 
the examples have been copied a: 
second ti me, and the whole of the 
topics have been exhausted·. The 
pupils v1i1l afterwards be able to 
invent topics, and compose originals 
:for then1selves; and they should for 
this purpose be encouraged to _ corres-
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pond frequently with their' Parents, 
Relatives, Friends, or absent School 
Companions, on miscellaneous occur
rences. 

Some perfection in spelljng,. a 
knowledge of Syntax, of pointing, 
and of. the use of Capital Letters, are· 
presumed to have been preyiously ac
quired by the study of my English 
Gramrnar; the Pupil wiJl, however, be 
improved in the 1nost effectual man
ner in all the arts of composition, by 
the Exercises here recommended. 

The FRENCH and ITALIAN Letters, 
will have very important uses in 
Seminaries in which those La~uages
are taught. They exhibit the custom
ary mechanism of Letters among 
those polished Nations, and they 
,vill increase the k.novdedg.e of their· 
Idioms ; while the ExERcrsEs, or 
SETS of 'fo:rrcs, are alike app]icable 
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to the business of the French and 

Italian Student, should original com

position in those Languages be deem- 

ed reg uisi te. 
rfbe Examples and Observations on 

Commercial Letter iuriting, render the 

work complete for the various pur

poses of 'l'utors. 

But to this edition the Author has 

made '\-vhat many rfutors V\·ill con

sider an invaluable improYement, by 
introducing FoRTY - FrvE LETTERS, 

"!ever before published, ,vritten by the 

n1ost eminent persons of this and the 

last age, on subjects of real business, 

calculated to serve as n1odels for the 

hjgher classes. 

October, I 8 I ,1. 



RULES FOR LETTER ,vRITI1 ., G· .. 

To be c01nm.itted to memory Q 

I. 
A Letter is supposed to be the conversa

tion ef persons pt a distance). the st!Jle 
· should, tlterejbr-e, be that of conversa .. 
tion,-,..-easy and unaffected, without fercect· 
or unnatural sentiments, and free from 
any qjfectation ef fine words, conceits, or.· 
overstrained witticisms. 

II. 
11/iefirst thing to be done, on taking UJ 

the pen to write a letter is to consider 
thoroughly, and to understand well, rt.'lzat is 
to be its purport. "ff/e must feel our topics~ 
and understan(j, thern, or we shall be unable 
to write aboztt tlzem with propriety., and 
mahe them jntrJligi-ble to oztr co~respon .. 
<lent .. 
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III. 
In treating on the ser:eral topics tl'e 

~lwuld consider them. one at a time; dismiss 
them in order ; and finish one su7dect 
before tt·e enter on another. It 'LP.)ill be a 
good rule to let e·-cery sulject begin and encl 
in aparagragh; or .to rnake as many sepa
rate paragraphs, as there are topics, in the, 
letter. We shall thus understand ourselves. 
better, and make our letter more intelligibl• 
end agreeable to others. 

IV. 
At the same time tlzat 'We oug ltt to be

ttcare ef all affected sentiments or language, 
tre should at·oid coa1·se and vulgar p!tra.
seology. We should remember, that u.·hat 
tt'e •write will be read at leisure, and may be 
preserved, and appear against us on some 
jitturc occasion. Letter writing considered 
as con:oersation, ought to possess its ease; 
yet, as 1·ecordecl conr:ersation, it shculd be. 
more studied and polished. 



LETTER WRITING. 

V. 
French or Latin phrases, or e1.·en quo. 

tations from po~ts, have a pedantic air. 
Proverbs, and->culgar sayings, ought to be 
avoided. lnclecenc_ies and oaths, are dis
grac.iful in .the highest degree. Falsehoods 
cannot ,be palliated hy other j'alselzoods, when 
the_y lwi:e been committed to U'l'iting, and, 
ilterfjoJ'e, must entail disgrace on .tl1e 
_tcriters.. 

vr. 
Commercial Letters slwuld express, as 

:briefi.!J as possible, the precise business in 
hand, tr1it!wut circumlo.cutioJl .or sentiment. 
·Tftey may be .written ·by .-any ·one ·wlto .Jcnou:s 
how to express his v.:ants on generai sub-

jects, provided the technical -langitage of the 
'business is u:ell understood. Brevi{y of 
e.:rpress-io-n, and ·a knowledge of the su!ject, 

,are the essentialfeatures ql _go0d commer-
4ial letters_. 

VJL 
Letters s1101.1.ld be u:ritten on quarto 

paper; Notes on octavo paper. 1o su1Jcriors 



•• ~ll RULES FOR LETTER WRITING• 

"Lva,i' should be used, and the letter is usuallg 

enclosed in an envelope. _ The letters ef per

.sons .qfrank and education are known by 
\ 

the neatness if the folding, the easy flow 

ef the hand rw1 ·iting, and the fulness and 

correctness ef the seal. 

: ' 

Letters a:fford an opportuni(lj ef saying 

tdwt is kind, just, and amiable; they 

tend to consolidate friendships, to irnprmx1 

the affertions, and ta ec1:hibit our best nioral 

feelings. '17tey are, indeed, ef such niani

jold usesfoJ" pleasure, prqfit, and business, 

that, if aslced v.Jzat tcer.e the uses ef the arts 

if reading and tcriting? 'We might reply, 

To WRITE LETTERs.-·And if the uses qf 

grammar and the -study vf langu.ages ? 1tre 

might again reply, TO ;_-\ ' RITE LETTI:Rs, 

coRRECTLY.-And if the use of all learn

ing and i,ztcllectual attainments? 'i'. ,e migltt 

reply, TO WRITE L ETTERS, WITH INTERES r, 

lN:PORMATioN, AND ELECANCE ! 



MODELS 
OP 

JUVENILE LETT~~RS, 
To be neatly copied. 

I: 
Miss Elfaa Smith to her Mamma, on re• 

turning to School. 

DEAR 1\tlAMMA, 

Kensington, 

Janua y 2ytb, 1814. 

I, and my dear siste ·s, arrived 

safely and in great spirits. We were, as 

usual, very kindly received by our gover

ness, whose best complimen ts she has 

charged me to present_ to you. 

Not mo_re than h alf the young ladies 

have yet arrived; but the masters will 

collle to-morrow, and the school business 
·wdl then formally commence. 

B 



2 MODELS OF 

This afternoon w·e have been recount
ing to each other our various adventures 
during the holidays; and learning the 
nan1es, and forming our opinions of the 
characters of some of our new scho1ars. 

My governess desires me to enquire, 
whe~her Emily is to enter with the draw
ing-1naster, and Laura with the music
master? She thinks them old enough; · 
but, she says, she prefers to receive the 
previous sanction of your approbation. 

We all unite in love to you and to our 
dear Papa; and I am, dearest Man1ma, 

Your affectionate daughter, 

· ELIZA S:rvrrTH. 

e e • • e e • t e e • • D e e 8 e • • e • ~ e e e e • I e e e • 
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Mrs. Smith, 

No. 79, 

• 
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• 

Bloomsbury Square. • 
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J UVENILE LETTERS, 

II. 

c., 
, J 

~Master Richard Smith to his Papa, on his 

return to School. 

DEAR PAPA-, 

Twickenham) 

January 30th, 1814. 

Alfred, I, and the two 1nasters 

Griffiths, reached school at three o'clock, 

just as Mr. and Mrs·. J 0!1nson, and the 

boys, were sitting down to dinner. We 

· gladly joined them, though the cakes 

which our dear Mam ma had given us, and 

the. figs and oranges which you brought 

to us at the door of the chaise, had pretty 

well cloyed our appetites. 

School had regularly begun this mor11-

ing, so tha t I h.ave· lost my place in my 

class, a t ·which I am much mortified; but 

I am resolved to reco v<"r it.. Mr. Johnson 

h as just told Alfred, th~t he is to go into a 

B2 



4 MODELS OF 

higher class,-a p~omotion which you 
may suppose has greatly delighted him. 

We have been playing a hard game at 
Prisoner's Base; but I ha:ve left it to write ' 
this letter, and tell you, and our dear 
Mamma, how well and happy ,ve are. 

I am, dear Papa, 

Your dutiful son, 

RICHARD SMITH. 

, • , a e e e • • • • • • • • • , • • • • • • ~ e e • • • • o " • 
• 
• 
• 
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• 
• 
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• .. 
• 
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Richard Smith, Esq. 

No. 79, 

• 

• 

. . .. 
• 
• 

Bloomsbury Square. : .. 
• 
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IIL 

Miss -Eliza Smith to her Mamma, on sun

dr:y matters. 

DEAR MAMMA, 

Kensington, 

February 4th, 1814. 

Emily was much delighted on 

receiving your letter, in whicL you were 

pleased to approve of her betrinning to 

learn to draw Poor Laura was a little 

disappointed on finding that she is uot to 

commence music at present; but as her 

friend, Miss Sarah J a.ckson, is not to bt'gin 

as was expected, she is now better recon

ciled to the wishes of the best of 

Mammas. 

I received my seconrl lesson in Italian 

to-day; and as the Italian master· is very 

.good-tempered, I have no doubt I shall , 

make rapid progress under his instruc

tions. 
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I can already pronounce C0-1ne sta te? 
ns ·well as Comment vous portez vous? 

1\!Iy old friend, l\1iss Ellen Jamieson, 
has left school; but I am very well off 
with the vVilliamses; though Ellen was 

~o pleasant a companion, that the school 

ieems dull without her. 

Emily had a slight head-ache yester

day, but she is very well to-day; and in 
regard to Laura and 111yself, we _never 
were in better spirits. Our governess 

desires me to present her respectful con1-

pliments to you and our dear Papa. 

l am, dearest Mamma, 

Your affectionate daughter, 

ELIZA SMITH. 

Mrs. Smith, 

No. 79, 
,/ 

Bloomsbury-squa, e. 
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IV. 

Master Richard Smith to his Mmnma, 

relative to sundry matters. 

DEAR MAMMA, 

Twickenham, 

February 10th, 1814. 

Mr.Johnson desires me to inform 

you,, that Alfred has so much out-grown 

his dancing-pumps, that you must send 

him a new pair, one size larger. When I 

was at home during the holidays, I gave 

you my pen-~nife to take care of; but on 

coming a way I forgot to ask for it. I 

now w·ant it every day, and shall be much 

oblige1 if you will send it by the carrier, 

tied up with Alfred's new shoes. 

We continue very hearty and very hap

py, which is partly occasioned by my 

having recovered n1y old place at the top 

of my class, an·d by Alfred's having re"' 
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ceived two rewards since he h'as been in 
his new class. 

The rainy weather.has confined us with
in ✓doors for the last two days; but we 
have been travelling all over the world 
with RoLANno, in the four delightful 
volumes which our Grandmamrna gave 
us on New Year's Day. 

Yesterday being Mrs. Johnson's birth
d~y, all the boys bad a glass of wine and 
a piece of cake, followed by a dance in 
the evening, which kept us up so late, tha t 
some of us were not in bed till after eleven 
o'clock! With united love to Papa, 

, I am, dear rvfamma, 

Your dutiful son, 

No. 79, 

Bloomsbury• square . 

• 
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v. 
From Miss Emily Smith, at Kensington, 

to her Brother, at Tr:vickenham School. 

DEAREST BROTHErt, 

Kensington, 

February 18th, 1814. 

I have several times b.eggecl of 

<-1ear Eliza to ,vrite a kind letter to ask 

JOU and Alfred how you do; but as she 

receives lessons from two masters more 

tban I do, she pleads want of time,and has 

requested that I wi ll write for myself. 

S11e tells me that I ou.ght to correspond 

.with l\tiamma al o; but as 1 am not so much 

used to letter-writing as she is, I scarcely 

know what to say, even in writing to my 

dear,dear brothers,except to tell them, how 

' much I love them, and how earnestly I 

hope thev are quite weli and quite happy! 

0 ! how I lo·ng tor Easter, when we shall 

meet again in Bloomsbury-square; and I 

B3 



10 MODELS OF 

shall then have so much to tell you! \Ve 
have just been in a great fright about our 

dear Laura. In running from one room to 

the other, she thrust her hand through a 

pane of glass. It was expected she would 

haYe been severely _punished; but as sh 

cut her thumb, and it b1ed a great deal, the 
governess said she was sufficiently warned 

against similar carelessness, and that the 

glass must be charged to Papa. It was 

certainly an unlucky affair; but Laura 

has nearly done crying, and her thumb 

having been tied up in some rag, has 

ceased to bleed. 
lVlamma has written to te11 Eliza that 

she has made us a ca1~e, and I dare say she 

has not forgotten our brothers; but if she 

should, I can truly say,_ that they will be 

welcome to the share of, their own 

EMILY. 

Master R. Smith, 
at the Rev. Mr. Johnson's, 

Twickenham,. 



JUVENILE LETTERS. l l 

VI. .. 

Jlfaster Richard Smith to his sister Emily, 

in reply. 

DEAR EMILY, 

February 20th, 1814, 

Twickenham. 

Alfred and I have been much 

pleased with your pretty letter. Tell 

Eliza she ought to find time to write to 

uso I dare say, that giddy Miss Laura 

w·ill be more careful in future; the ac

,cident, therefore, n1ay do her good. 

\tVe have received a letter from mamma, 

and she has promised us a . cake also; and 

as they were to be baked yesterday, I 

conclude both are on the road. 

Indeed, Alfred, has been looking 

through the paling above an hour to 
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watch for the carrier, who generally ar

rives about this tune of the day. I have 

been telling him he is a foolish fellow to 

m~ke his mouth water in that manner, 

because .if it should not come to-day, 

he will n0t know ,vhat to do with him

self. 
I have several droll stories to te11 you 

and Eliza at Easter; to which it now 

wants forty-three days; but as this day 

is almost gone, it will to-m,orrow be 

only forty-two. 

One of the boys got at the British 

Geography which you lent Alfred, and 

has torn out one of the views, at which 

we have been 1nuch vexed. 

Alfrerl joins me in love to Eliza, your ... 

self, and Laura; and I am, deares,t 

Emily, 

Your affectionate brother, 

RICHARD SMITH. 

P. S. As I was sealing the letter, Alfred 

came running to tell me the carrier was in 
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-sight, and we have just recei\·ed a fine 

large cake, of which we have already 

eaten two slices a piece. There were 

also six oranges from Papa, of ·which 

we have eaten one a piece; and though 

Alfred was so greedy as to want another 

slice of the cake, I have locked up the 

whole till to-morrow, or till bed time 

perhaps. 

Miss Emily Smith, 

at Mrs. Wilkinson's, 

Kensington. 
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VII. 
From Eliza Smith -to her Mamrna, relative, 

to the calce, and other matters. 

DEAR 1'1Al\IMA, 

Kensington, 
!t'ebruary 21st, 1814. 

"'\iVe received your delicious 
cake, and have already eaten mon: than 
half _of it. We thought it better than 
all other cakes·, and of a flavour more 
delicate and exquisite, because \Ve kne\v 
it had been made by tbe hands of our 
dear and beloved Mamma. 

I cautioned Emily against eating too 
111uch, because she has three or four times, 
since our return to school, had sick head
aches, which our governess ascriJ, s to late 
hours, mince pies, v;ine, and twelfth cake, 
during the vacation. On Sunday she is 
to have her choice of a dose of salts, or 
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rhubarb and magnesia; but you know we 

are ahvays willing to take what will do 

us good. In justice to Emily I must ob

serve, that three or four of the young ladi.es 

have been very ill, as the governess says, 

from overgorging in the holidays, and 

four or five others are, therefore, to take 

n1edicine on Sunday, to cure them of 

head-aches, sickness, \Vant of their usual 

col9ur, or loss of appetite. 

Richard has ,vritten a very pretty letter 

to Emily, which I have enclosed; bnt as 

Emily wishes to preserve it, I request you 

will keep fr safe, or return it the next 

· tirn.e you .send. 

You wili ue entertained ,vith Emily's 

letter to Richa1~d; she says she can't write 

a let_ter, but that is evidently an excuse or 

a ,vhim, and I shall jn future expect her 

to ·write relative to her own concerns. 

Laura's thumb is getting ,ve11, and it 

,vas her right thun1b, or I should have ex

pected her to send you her own account. 

'l must, however, tell you a little anecdot~ 
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relative to this great event! One of the 
young ladies is very fond of ,vriting poe
try, and as Laura is a great favourite in 
the school, the following stanza was writ
ten, set to music, and sung by every one. 

The next day the glazier came to m,end 
tl1e broken pane, and a thought- occurted 
to me and 1\fiss Dell, our poetess, that it 
\-voukl be a good joke to get him to write 
the st<.J.nza on t11e new pane with his dia-
1noncl. Accordingly we mentioned our 
wish to l\lrs. \Viikinson, and she good-
11aturedly consented, observinv, with a 
grove face, that " such a record of the 
ci1'cumst-ance might prevent a similar acei
dent in future.'' 

We .ran, t1 erefore to the g 1azier, and 
the lines are m tuu/.~lf writ ten on the glass! 
Yo.Lu t~ste on subJ t cts of poetry will oc
casion you to desp1~e the doggrel lines 
which have so much entertained us; but 
as a sehool anecdote, you must conde
scend to laugh with us, not at us, a:t;i<l 
persuade Papa to laugh_ tono 
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« Yonng Laura was a giddy Iasi, 
1

' As any in this land, 
11 She ran against this pane of glass, 

" And sadly eut her hand." 

I pray you, dear Mamma, forgive this 

trifling ; but your cake has put us into 

such good humour, that my spirits have 

overcome me. 

Although I have not yet mentioned 

Papa's oranges, I beg you to tell him, 

that we are most sensible of his affec

tionate remembrance of us, and that we 

shall endeavour to prove it, by surprizing 

him at Easter with proofs of our rapid 

progress in all our studies. 

Beli~ve me, dearest Marnma, 

Your dutiful daughter, 

ELIZA SMITH. 

Mrs. Smith., 

No. 79, 

Bloomsbury-square~ 
,I 
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VIII. 
Master Alfred Smith to his lt-famma, thank

ing her for the cake. 

DEAR l\1A 1\11\IA, 

Twickenham, 
February 21st, 1814. 

The carrier brought t}1e cake 
and oranges e:vactly at the time you pro-
1nised, and I never ate any thing so good. 
Richard said, I was like Frank Pitt in 
lVlavor's Spelling Book; and, after gjving 
n1e two slices, and eating two himself, he 
locked it·up in his box. I shall, however, 
1nake hin1 give me another slice at bed
time, and another in the morning, when 
we first awake. Nor would he give me 
more than on,e orange; but I am deter-
1nined to have another at bed-time. 

You have made us so happy, l\1amma, 
that we shall not want to come home 
before Easter, particularly as I am third 
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in my new class, and I wou lcl not loo..,e 

n1y place for a week'8 holidays. 

l\1r. Johnson told me yes terda), that I 

was one of his best boys, and that if 

Richard <lid not look sharp, I should soon , 

overtake him. 

Tell Georgiana that I an1 drawing a 

great dog for her,-and inform Horatio, 

that at Easter I will teach him to spin 

his hu1nm ing top. 

Richard joins me in love and duty to 

our dear Papa. 

And I am, dear M·amma, 

Your dutiful and affectionate son, 

ALFRED SMITH. , 

!.¥rs. Smith, 

No. 79, 

Bloomsbury.square. 
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IX . 

.-n,;Jiss Eliza Smith to her Mamma, about 
her younger sister•s illness. 

DEAR lVIAI\IMA, 

Kensington, 
February 22d, 1814. 

I little thought when I wrote 
my trifling letter about Laura's verses, 
that it would find you unhappy, and un
able to laugh at them. Poor Augusta! 
you don't say how long she has been so 
ill. She is such a dear poppet, so like 
you, so interesting, and ,vi th such a curl
ing head of hair! As you say you had a 
physician to see her, we fear she is dan
gerously ill! In short, dear l\tiamn1a, 
we are very unhappy about her, and have 
a11 three been er} ing in my bed-room, 
for nearly an hour. 

JV1rs. Wilkinson lias kindly condescen= 
decl to send the footman to town, w 1th 
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this letter, and we hope, earnestly hope, 

deal'est Mamma, that he will bring an 

account back that our dear little Augus

ta is better and in no danger. 

If she is not better, we must beg per

n1ission to come home, ur you must pro

mise to write every morning and after

noon, to let us know· ho\v she is. 

I ain, dear Mamma, 

Your• affectionate daughter, 

ELIZA S MI T H~ 

Mrs. Smith, 

No. 79, 

Bloomsbury-square., 
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X. 

From !imily Smith to her Manima, relative 

to the physic and other matters. 

DEAR l\f AM MA' 

Kensington, 
February 23d, 1814. 

How happy your letter of Sahu
day morning made us, and hovv kind it was 

to send it hy a special messenger! So, then, 

dear little Au g usta again plays and laughs 

as before, , nd you and Papa are happy 
again! 

The good effects of the doctor's stuff on 

Augusta, encouraged me and several other 

ladies yesterday morning, when the clock 
struck seven, to take our draughts which 

Mr. Picton, tl1e apothecary, bad sent to 
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make us well. I swa1lowed n1ine in a 
moment, almost witbout tasting it, an 
three of the others did the same; but 
two of them tasted and sipped it, till 
it made them quite sick, and two others 
would not touch it. l\,Jrs. \V. came her
self, but those foolish girls spilled it all 
over their bedgowns and bedcloths.
Fresh bottles were sent for; and, after 
giving great trouble to themselves, the 
governess, and teachers, about nine o'clock 
they were made to swallow it. The gover
ness declared it ·was so pleasant, that, had 
it been given them as a liqueur, in a wine 
glass at an entertain1nent; they would 
have drank it eagerly; but it had been 
called ph_vsic, and this name had created 
a silly prejudice against it, which no per
suasion, threat, or ridicule, could over .. 
come! 

I a1n happy to be able to tell you, my 
dear Mamma, that my draught has done 
me much good, that I had a better appe
tite to my breakfast this 1norning, and 
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have no pain in n1y head, as I had for 
many da;ys before. 

Eliza and Laura are very hearty, and 
the rag is now taken off Laura's thumb; 
but we shall long continue to laugh at 
her about Miss Dell's droll lines on the 
pane of glass. 

I am, dea'rest Mamma, 

Your 

EMILY SMITH • 

. Mrs. Smith, 

No. 79, 

Bloomsbury-squarea 
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XL 

From Miss Eliza Smith, to .Zvliss Ellen 

Jamieson, a young lady who had 

recently left school. 

February 28th, 1814". 

, Sq then, you have ceased to be a 

:school girl, . and are 110w the grave con1-

panion of your affectionate Mamma. 

I envy ~er_ the undi'vided pleasure of 

your company, in the unpleasant degree 

in which we miss you in our society .at 

l{ensington. In losing you, I can assure 

you, the school has lost 1nany of its 

attractions. Your example was always 

so encouraging; you smoothened all diffi

culties so pleasantly ; and entertained us 

C 
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so agreeably with your constant good 
spirits, and lively observations! 

Sarah Williams is,., however, as cheer
ful as ever, and she and her_ sisters 
faintly supply your place; at least I am 

, politic ·enough to cheat myself, by con ... 
sidering the two as some substitute for 
n1y beloved Ellen. 

School affairs proceed with -their usual 
regularity. l\iirs. Wilkinson is still our 
respected foster-mother, and _ she adds 
new clcJ.ims to the affection of her pupils 

~ the 1nore and long~r they know her: She 
ha~, I learn, been on a _ visit in your 
family, oth P- rwise, I presume, we should ,. 
nut hav~ been so long without seeing 
yo.u. Indeed, fro1n some expressions 
which she dropt the other morning, half 
in joke, and half in earnest, we have been 
led to hope that you designed to pay us 
a visit for a Jew days. 

I confess, therefore, dear Ellen, that 
the . chief purpose of this _ letter is to · 
iatisfy myself in this particular, and to 
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sti111ulate you . to come soon, and stay 

long. 

Remember me to your Ma1nma and 

Papa, and consider me, 

My _dear friend, 

Your's ever, 

ELIZA SMITH. 

N. B. Bring some: new music with you 

to diversify Dr. K.'s collection, as we 

have had nothing very striking since our 

commencement. 

Miss Ellen Jamieson, 

No. 170, 

Great Portland-street, 

London. 
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XII. 

Miss Ellen' Jamieson to Miss Eliza Smitlz. 

DEA REST ELIZA, 

Great Portland Street, 
March 2d, 1814 

I suspect, my kind friend, that 
lialf the virtues which you fmd in me 
arise from my excessive partiality for you; 
·and that you consider those traits as forn1-
ing part of my general character, which 
are often brought into existence by your 
own a-miable and endearing con<luct. I 
confess, my dear friend, that I al ways 
endeavour to make my feelings and con
duct towards those I love best, the stan
·dard of my' behaviour towards those for 
whom I am comparatively indijferent. I 
seem., therefore, to engage the affection 
of these last, as much as though I bad 
tudious1y sought it. 
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l\Iy dear mother long ago taught me, 

that personal don1inion is pararnoun t when 

founded on love; but very restricted anrl 

uncertain when its basis is fear; hence 

every consideration pleads for a cheerful 1 

obliging. and kind deportment. 

Dut I need not preach to my dear Eliz 

on the a(lvantnges o(cheerfnl and cour

teous behaviour ;-to her who is a model 
of sweetness for the example of others,

to her from whom I have learnt so many 
lessons of patience, mil-dncss, and for .. 

bearance, and in whom I have so often. 
seen the good effects of those en<le,iriog 
virtues. 

I shall long treasure your letter as a 

proud te& timony of the opinion of those 
with whom I passed my earliest-and 

perhaps also my happiest days. Indeed, 

I never retrace the events of my school 

lifr, and recollect my companions there, 

without the warmest pleasure; and I 
assure you, my dear, that I calculate 

much on the indulgence granted me by 
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1\1rs. Wilkinson, of passing three or fou1 
days among you before Easter. 

'\Ve are going-on a visit to my mother's 
sister, at Croydon, for a week, and on my 
return I am promised the pleasure of per

. sonally proving, dear Eliza, how sincerely 
I continue your friend, 

ELLEN JAMIESON. 

P. S. Do n1e the kindness to send me 
a lqng account of s·chooi incidents since 
the vacation; and address at R. S. 
Grant's, Esq. Croydon; but observe we 
return on the 10th. 

Miss Eliza Smith, 

at Mrs. l¥itkinson~s, 

Kensington. 
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XIII. 

Miss Eliza Smith to Miss Ellen Jamieson . 

DEAR ELLEN' -

Ken~ington, 

M,,.1.:h 5th, 1814. 

Your sensible letter has macle a 

deep impression 011 me, and I hope I may 

be able to live up to your maxim, which, 

indeed, is a beautiful p3raphrase of our 

Saviour's docLrine of r<-'tnr 1i 'lg goud fur 

evil. It is cliftJcult to treat those wlio are 

indifferent to us, or ·who have clone us an 

unkindness, as we do those who specially 

deserve our love; but I perceive there is 

much sound policy, an amiable _charity, 

and even a selfish regard to one's own 



MODli: LS Of 

happiness, 1n making it a steady ru1e of 
conduct. 

You ask for an account of school event 
since the vacation. What can 1 recouu.t 
but the daily routine to which you for 
ten years, and I for eight, have been ac
customed? \Ve rise as usual at seven, 
walk in tl1e garden, say lessons, and take 
breakfast. At ten, the school-room ab
sorbs thirty out of forty-se~'en, and I and 
sixteen others .receive in succession our 
:t\·1usic, Freuch, Geography, Italian, and 
Drawing l\1Iasters. So it used to be, and 
so it will continue, as long as there -are 
girls and boarding-schools! 

I l!ave, a,_s you kno,v, begun Italian 
this half year, and I like it much. It 
tends to improve my French, illustrates 
many phrases in music and Jrawing, and 
even some idioms and roots of our own 
lnnguage.. ~ 

Our drawing-master, at the instigation 
of n1y Papa, allo\VS us to copy landscapes 
from nature. and this affords us amuse-, -
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men t, exercise, and fresh air. The wea- -

ther has prevented our having 1nore 
than two exercises of this kind; but in 

May we are to take every other lesson in 

the garden and aJjoining fields. 

The geography-master has been enter

taining us with a few lessons on the pla

netarium, and has, on two clear evenings, 

been shewing us the stars an<l planets. 

He has also shewn us the moon, and 
some celestial phenomena, through a 

telescope, which have equally diverted 

and surprised us. 

Sims, Jane C1:a w ley, R. Sampson, Sa

rah Chambers, aud E. Sharpe, left us
this Christmas; but we have an acces

sion of nine ne_w scholars in their place, 

seven of whom are juniors, and I scarcely 
yet know tbeir nam-es. I regret the de~

parture of Sims and Chambers; but 

Crawley and Sampson were cross things, 
whom nobody loved, and Sharpe was 

half silly, and made no progress under 

any of her masters. Her parents blamed , 
C 3. 
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Mrs. W., instead of the mean capacity 
of their daughter, and have sent her to 
another school to be convinced of the_ir 
error. 

vVe talk of nothing but your visit, and 
for my ovvn part, dear Ellen, I s~all count 
the hours till I see youo -

Bdieve mf', al ways your's., 

-lv.l is~ Ellen Jamieson, 

No. 170, 

Great Portland-street-. 

I 
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A if red Smith to his Papa. 

DEAR PAPA, 

Mr. Johnson has given 1ne per

mission to ·write a letter to you on any 
subject which I prefer; and in future, by 
your desire, I fiud I am to write to you 
or Mamma every fortnight. 

It puzzles 111e, Papa, to tell what to 
say, because nothing happens here worth 
troubling you about. Richard ,Lncl I, are 

quite well, and as happy as we can be. 

I do_ not want any thjng, except dear 
Papa should choose to seucl me a large 
whipping top, as the_y are now coming 
in, ancJ I have not got one. 

Richard has given another boy eighty 

marbles for one, so he don't want a top ; 
but he says he /:)hall next n1onth want as. 
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large a kite as the coach will carry, and 
as you may think he deserves. 

I hope, dear Papa, that you will ap
prove of my hand-writing, and that I 
have comn1itted no faults in gramn1atical 
construction, or spelltng. I have been 
anxious to make this letter worth the 
postage; but I fear it is all-- about 
nothing, and that you and my Mamma 
vill laugh at it. 

Twickenham, 
March 31 1814. 

I am,. dear Papa, 

Your dutiful son, 

ALE1RED SMITHo 

) 

Richard Smith, Esq-. 

No. 97, 

Bloomsbury-square,. 
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/ xv. 

Master Ricl,ard Smith to his Grand• 

mamma. 

Twickenham, 
March 5th, 1814, 

HONOURED GRANDMAMMA, 

I trouble you with this letter, to 
t hank you for the entertainment you have 

afforded us, in giving me and my brother 
the Travels of Rolando round the world. 
He has brought us acquainted with every 
place where we have yet accompanied 

him ; and I really thinkt if I were tr~ns
ported in my sleep to any of the distant 

countries visited by Rolando, I should, 
on waking, know· where I wa-s. 

Having n1ade such good use of those 
fou·r volumes, I hope, dear Grandmamma, 

that you will pick out some other book, 
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,rhcn yot~ next visit any of the JuYenile 
Libraries_, a11d give it to Papa or Marn ma, 
to end to us. You ga\·e my sister the 
Classical Poetry,and we will now borrow 
t hat work of her; and send her our enter
taining Rol ando; with wh1ch I have no 
doubt she will be as much pleased as 
Alfred and I !lave been. 

It a I ways .e~ra i.1 fies me, dear G ra l d
mamma, to hear you say I an1 hke y 
Father, when he was my ag , and [hat 
I promise to make as good a man. I hoFe 
I shall; at least I will strive ha1d for it; 
and I shall then, per1Japs, deserve his and 
your blessing. Papa tal_ks sometimes of 
puttiug me into hi~ own counting-house, 
111 the city, and somet:mes he says he 
s]rn 11 make rn e a l c1 w j e · ; bu t th 1 s 1 as t I 
dt: ' ~ l,ke, and Iwi.shtobeamerchant. 
I want. you, thcrefore,de:-u Grandman a, 
to use your iuflutnc.e to fix him i ,i ms 
first intention. 

We shall not want any holiday till Eas
ter, till which time it is now fiv e weeks. I 



JUVENILE LETTERS, 39 

shall then pay my respects, with my 
brother· and sisters, to my beloved and 
kind Grand-rnamrna; and till then 

I shall continue, 

Your dutiful Grandson, 

RICHARD SnnTH. 

Mrs. Smith, 

No. 86, Hart-street, 

Bloomsbury. 
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XVI. 

Eliza Smith to her Momma relative to. a 
· dreac!f ul accident. 

DEA It lv[A l\:fl\1:CA , . 

Kensington, 
March 6th, 1814. 

I write by order of lVIrs. Wil
k inson, to apprize you of the har_mless
termination of an accident which might 
have been attended v.rith the 1110s t afflict
ing and tragical consequences. 

Miss Sophy Glover was stan<ling near· 
the high wire fender, playing with her cup , 
and ball, . when the str.ing broke, and the 
ball fell under the fire. Impatient to get it 
again, she unhooked the fender, (contrary 

_ to positive orders,) and after picking up 
the ball, in turning about, qer clothes. 
were drawn to the bars, and in an instant· 

they were in a blaze! · Seeing and feeling~ 



JUVENILE LETTERS. 41 

the flames, she screamed violently; two or 
three others, who were near the fire, 
screamed also, and in a moment the school· 
room was a scene of confusion. Glover 
ran to get out of the room, and go she 
knew not wliither. lv!rs. \Vilkinson seized 
on a green-baize cloth, which covere<l her 
table, and ran towards her; but the good 
old lady was so terrified that she almost 
fainted, and her foot tripping against a 
work box, which unfortunately lay on 
the floor, she fell along, and was unable 
to get up for some minutes. 

In the mean time, all the children ran 
about and screamed, and our dear litt1e af ... 
fectionate Emily flew to her friend G lo· 
ver, before- any one could prevent her. 
By this time Glover's clothes were in age
neral blaze, and Emily's frock caught fire 
also ; and she seemed for a moment to 
be in as much danger as Glover. 

Happily, however, one of the teachers 
having read in the l\1onthly l\1agazine, 
that the surest way of extinguishing such 
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f1a1nes, is instantly to lie down; she had 
presence of 111ind enough to order them to 
lie down, and seizi11g Glover, she threw 
her down, and then Emily. The fl ames 
now rose no more, nor were they any 
longer dangerous; an<l the green baize 
covering, and two or three jugs of ·water, 
quieted all our fears. E:nily escaped with a 
slight s.corch on the arm, and a sousing 
with water; but poor Glover was sever<:>ly 
burnt 11nder the arms anrl throat, and it is 
the opinion of the cloci-01 s, l hat she could 
not have survived, if she had remained 1n 
an upright-posture but onr minute longer.._ 

Poor l\1 rs. Wilkinson was so . severely 
. bruised by her fall, and so alarmed, that it 
became necessa1y to bleed her and put 
her to heel. Emily also has been put into 
a hot bed, to prevent her catching cold 
from the water that was thrown over her. 
Glover is pronounced out of-danger; but 
the cloctors have ordered her to be kept 
very quiet to-night, for fear of fever. 

'1Ve have c1ll of us been sufferers hy th r-> 
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affair, more or less; some have torn their 
clothes; others fell down, and hvo 
fainted. In short, we shall not be quite 
right again for son1e days. 

Lest false reports should spread, and 
- alarm our parents, l\tl rs. W. has ordered 

that we shall apprize them of the parti~ 
culars, and of the happy issue; and I 
now obey her injunctions, though my 
hand tren1bles so 1nuch that I can scarce
ly-hold my pen. -

Beli'eve 1ne al ways, 

dear Mamma, 

- Your affectionate daughter, 

ELIZA SMITH. 

Mrs. Smith, 

J.lo. 79, 

Bloomsbury-s~uart. 
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XVII. 

From Emily Smith to her J.lfamma. 

DEAR MAMMA, 

Kensingto11, 
March 7th, 1814. 

Leot you should be so tcrrifie<l 
at the account of Eliza, as to suppose 
me ill, I write to inform you, that I soon 

went to sleep after my fright, and did 

not wake till six o'clock this morning, 

,v hen I ha<l almost forgotten the affair, 

and was as_ we11 as ever I was in my life. 
There is a slight redness on my arm ; 

it smarts now and then, but it is of no 

consequence. 

I have just been to see poor Sophy, and 
I wish she were as well as I am. She bas 

large blisters under her throat, c1nd arms, 

and -on her bosom ; a1;d the doctor says 

she must lie in bed to day, take physic» 

and drink nothing but water-gruel. 
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IIow fortunate it was that Miss Ball, 
. (?ll'e of the teachers,_ pulle<l me down ; if 

she had not I should have been burnt as 
badly as Glover, or perhaps we should 
both have been burnt to death. 

Poor Laura was so frightened that she 
fainted a way, and Eliza got a severe bruise 
on the leg again§.t one of the forms, which 
was overset. The skirt of my frock, and 
-my petticoat were burnt on one side. 

lvlrs. v~ilkinson se!1ds her congratula
tions, and begs I wi 11 tell you, that she is 
sufficiently recovered to attend the school 
to-day, though she is a good deal shaken, 
and still very nervous. 

Present our love to Papa, and believe 
me, dear Marnma, 

Your affectionate daughter, 
I 

EMILY SMITH . 

Mrs. Smith, 

No. 79, 

Blooms bury• square. 
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XVIII. 

Alfred Smith to his sister Emi!Y· 

DEAR SISTER, 

Twickenham, 

Match 8, 1814. 

Richard has received Eliza's letter, 

telling about the fire, and how they sous

ed you with •a -?·, as you lay on the floor. 

We th1nk it was very lucky that you · 

escaped so weil, and +-1-,at the teacher made 

you lie down, and therr~by prevented the 

flames from. ascending ro your neck, face, 

an<l throat. 
Ri chard has ·written to Papa, to ask 

hi111 to let us meet you for a day in Lon

don, as vve think Papa, l\:Iamma, and 

Gnn1dmama, wi1lbe de_ ·rous of seeing you 

after the accident. If Papa gets our letter 

in time, we shall have his answer, so,as to 
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be in the chaise at you:· d0or l•y three to
n1orro-\v, and arrive altogether at Papa's, 
by four o'clock, to dinner. You 1nust, 
therefore, not make us ·wait. 

I am, dear Emily, 

Your's, 

ALFRED. 

Miss Emily Smith, 

at Mrs. l¥ilkinson's, 

Kensingtono 
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XIX. 

11-fdster Richard Smith to his Papa. 

March 8th, 1814. 

DEAR PAPA, 

In consequence of the accident 

which so nearly befel our dear Emily, we 

. wish to meet her~ Eliza, and Laura, in 

Bloon1sbury-square, · for one day; a-nd 

shal1, therefore, be n1uch obliged i;o Jllf 

dear Papa, -if he will ask Mr. Johnson for 

a day's holiday for us. If, therefore, deai· 

Papa, you write directly , we can all dine 

,vith you and l\;lamrna in Bloomsbury 

square, to-1norrow. 

I am, dear Papa, · 

Your dutiful son, 

RICHARD SMITH. 

R ichard Smith, Esq. 

B kloms bu1:1.J-sqztare. 
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xx. 
Miss Eliza Smith to 111iss Ellen Jamieson. 

DEAR ELLEN, 

Bloomsbury-square, 

March 10, 1814. 

An -odd circumstance or ad·1;en• 
ture, the particulars of which I will tell 
you when we meet, having unexpectedly 
brought us ho1ne, my 1v1amma has con
sented to my having a small party to
n1orrow evening; and I write to say how· 

happy I shall be if you will make one. 
- The Urn is to b~ on the table at half 

past six ; I intreat of you, therefore, to 
be with me at six, as I wish to enjoy as 
much of your company as possible. 

I am, dear Ellen, 

Miss Jamieson, 

No. 170, 

Your sincere friend1i 

ELIZA SMJTHa 

·Great Portland-streetf) 
D 
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XXI. · 
Card of Invitation from Miss Smith to 
/ Miss Jennings. 

Bloomsbury-square, 
March 10, 1814. 

Miss Smith presents her kind compli
ments to Miss Jennings, and being at 
home for two days, will be happy in the 
company of her friend to tea to.n1orrow 
evening; and, for the sake of a long 
chat, the Urn will be on the table exactly 
at half past six. 

Miss Jennings, 

Tottenham Court. 
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XXII. 

From Miss Ellen Jamieson to Miss Smith. 

Great Portland Street, March 10, 181-4- . 
8 o'clock at night. 

DEA REST ELIZA, 

We have just got out of the car

riage on our return from Croydon, and, 

among other letters, I found your's, ,vith 

the agreeable appointment for to-n1orrow 

evemng. 

I promise, my dear friend, that I will 

be punctual at six ; and, in truth, I an1 

on tiptoe to know what sort of adventure 

it c-an be, that has dragged you from your 

numerous duties at school. 

No. 79. 

I am, dear E. 

Your's faithfully, 

ELLEN JAMIESON'~ 

Miss Smith, 

Bloomsbury~square. 
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XXIIL 

.A Card from Miss Jennings to Miss Smitli. 

Tottenham Court, 
· March 10.., 1814-. 

Miss Jenning~ _ presents her con1pli
ments to Miss Smith, and promises her
self the pleasure of being able to wait 
upon her, according to her kind and polite 
invitationo , 

To Miss Smith, 

Bloomsburg-square. 

No. 79. 

..:: 



JUVENILE LET'I'ERS. ~3 

XXIV. 

M iss Eliza Smith to .1.lfrs. TVilkiuson, 

her governess. 

HONOURED MADAM, 

Bloomsbury-square, 

March 12, 1814. 

I address you, ·by desire of 1ny Papa, 

to apologize for not returning to school 

to-clay as we engaged. Our arrangements 

,vere made with that view, and you knovv 

we have a1 ways great pleasure in returning 

under your roof; but a friend of my Papa's, 

an eminent Natu ralist, who happened to 

be in town, has promised to accompany us 

before dinner to Bullock's Niuseu m. 

The carriage therefore is at the door, 

and we are going to pass a long morning 



MODELS OF 

viewing the curiosities of all parts of the 
world; and, for that purpose, dinner is not 
ordered till half past five. 

Yesterday evening my dear Mam ma in~ 
dulged me with a tea party. It consi$ted 
of nineteen; and I need not inform you, 
that my dearest friends were those whom 
I have made in your house. ·y oti will 
suppose we could not have been happy 
without Ellen,Sarah Cham hers, Jennings, 
Turner, and others of your children, as 
you so kindly, call us. I can assure you 
,ve did not forget our niamrna Wilkinson; 
but you would accuse me of flattery if I 
said 1nor·e. Certainly no governess was 
ever so beloved ; but the reason is evident. 
-Pray forgive me; I should do violence 
to my feelings if I wholly stifled them, 
and you are no fri'end to violence of any 
kind: 

How can I adequately apologize to 
good Mr. Graham, the draw1ng-master, 
who was to bring some curious drawings, 
to shew us to day, a trouble which he 
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took chiefly at my request? I in treat you 

to convince him of my chagrin on the 

subject; and . to persuade him to entrust 

them to your care till n1y next lesson. 

I hear my Papa's step., and the voice of 

our friend the Naturalist, on the stairs; 

I a1n obliged, therefore, hastily to con

clude, by assuring you, 

Honoured Madam, 

how dutifully I am, 

Your affectionate pupil, 

ELIZA SMITH. 

P. S. Emily and ~aura desire me to 

present" their duty,, and Mamrna lier re
spectful compliments. Richard and Al

fred are teazing at 1ny elbow; I pray you, 

therefore to forgive haste and consequent 
. 
inaccuracy. 

Mrs. Wilkinson, 

Kensin[!ton-
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:xxv·. 

11-faster Richard Smith to the Re1v. lvlrQ. 
Johnson of Twick~nham Academy. 

REVEREND S1n, 

Bloomsbury Sgnare, 
March 12) 1814. 

When you so kindly consented to allow· 
n1e to ask my Papa':; permission to grant us 
a day's holiday, I was sufficiently gratified,,. 
and had no intention to trespass on your 
indulgence. I write, however, by desire of my Papa, to inform you, that Dr. S. B**ti:*, 
an eminent Naturalist of Oxford, and a 
particular friend of my Papa's:t-breakfastecl 
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here this 1norning, and kindly offered to 

w·alk round Bullock's museun1 with us, if 

our return to school could be deferred till 

to-morrow. 
Papa, knowing that you had reserved 

our places in the classes no longer than 

to-day, hesitated much; but as Mamma 

and n1y Aunt thought it would be an 

excellent opportunity to receive an 
instructive lecture in Natural History 

from the good-natured Doctor, they f>re· 

vailed on Papa to let us go. I write there

fore, by his request, to submit the ,vhole · 

matter to your candid decision .. 

My Papa desires me to say, that he 
thinks if you had been here you would -

have voted with the majority: conse

quently, he hopes we shall incur no 

forfeitures -because you could not be con

sulted on the spot relative to a point from 

which, he thinks-, you . could not have 

withheld your kind approbation •. 

I assure you, Sir, that Alfred and I are ~ 

too. happy in your house to seek occasions·• 

l> 3 



58 MODELS OF 

for extending the period of our absence; 
and I hope you ·will ascribe the liberty 
thus taken with your indulge11ce as not 

· arising from any improper feeling, of 
' 

Your grateful pupil, . 

The Rev. l/7. ,Johnson, 

1'wickenham. 

R. SMITW ._ 
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XXVI. 

Miss Laura Smit/I, to Miss (]eorgiti1u11, 

Jackson. 

Thursday morning. 

D ,EAR GEORGIANA, 

I can't ·help jumping for joy to tell 

you that we a-re all going with Dr. Son1e0 

:body, and Papa, and Mamma, to see a 

curious Museun1 in Piccadilly. I shall be 

·SO happy,-but I wish you were ,i\rith USo 

However, I will tell you every thing to

morrow! 

Eliza gives me leave to put this 

letter into he-r's to Mrso Wilkinson, 

and I ·wTite chiefly to request that you.. 

will take great care of n1y large wax• 
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doll, which I forgot to lock up before U 
came away. It is in the lower part of· 
the corner cupboard in our. bed-room. 

Good bye. 

L. So 

Miss Georgiana Jackson, 

at Mr.s. Wilkinson's, 

Kensington~ 



J'UVENfLE LETTERS. l 

XXVIL 

Master Alfred Smith to his Aunt; 

DEAR AUNT, 

Twickenham; 

March 13, 1814. 

According to your request, I 

write · to beg you will inform my Papa 

and Man1ma, that ,ve ·arrived safe, after 

having set our dear sis-ters down at Ken

sington. 
Mr. Johnson ., ·was very kind,. and says 

he has-- reserved our p1aces-in-the classes. 

I am, .d-ear Aunt, 

Your, affectionate nephew, , 

ALFRED SMITHo 

.i"Jll iss Smith, 

No. 98, Bedford row, _ 
Londono 
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XXVIII. 

Nlaster Richard Smith to his Grand
mamma. 

Twickenham, 
March 30th, 18 I 4. 

HONOUR.ED GRANDMAMMA, 

Alfred unites with me in duty 
·.and gratitude for the handsome present 
of books which you have sent us. The 
Scripture Biography is already used in 
our upper- form, and Mr. Johnson was 
so good, on my shewing him your pre~ 
sent, as to inform ;me, that after the 
holidays I shall be advanced to that 
form. 

Mr. Johnson had not seen " The Uni
versal Preceptm~," till we shewed .it him; 
and he directly ordered fifty copies for 
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the first four forms of the school. In 

future, he says, it shall be a standing 

text-book for those forms; and the boys 

are to answer two of the six hundred 

questions every evening. I\.1r. J. has 

taken my copy, but he says he will give 

n1e another, and a book of questions, 

when the fifty copies arrive. 

I have observed, dear Grandmamma, 

that Mr. Johnson al ways purchases 

copies of the books ·which you select fer 

us; and he sometimes asks me whether 

my Grandmamma has lately been at the 

Juvenile Library. For our parts, we 

can give our Grandrnamma this proof of 

the goodne~s of her choice, that we 

have read every book which she has 

sent u~, particularly the British Nepos, 

and Mavor's Natural I-Ii story? 

We are now reading the popular Ge0-

graphy of Goldsmith, \vhich we find as 

entertaining as Rolando, Robinson Crn

soe, or Gulliver. You once told m e, 

dear Grandmamma, that you wished no 
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thanks if we read the books ; you have, 
however, my best thanks, and an as· 
surance likewise that we read the books, 
from 

Your dutiful grandson, 

RICHARD SMITH. 

For Mrs. Smith, 

No. 86, Hart-street, 

Bloomsbu.rg. 
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XXIX. 

From Jlf aster A !frcd Smith to his P aptt , 
gfoing an account of' an ctccident 

that had befallen him. 

DEAR PAPA, 

Twickenham:, 
April' 18th, 1814.. 

You desired me to transmit a 
letter to. you every Saturday, describing 
whatever I 1night thin1{ worth :notice in 
the course of the week; but I no,v write 
on Thursday, by desire o.f Mr. Johnson, 

I 

to m'ention an accident that befel me this 
n1orning, such as I hope I may never have 
occasion to describe again. 

As. the weather is very fine,1and the sun 
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peeps in at our windows before six in the 

~1orn ing, 1\.'Ir. Johnson lately _gave two 

of the ushers leaYe to walk with twenty 

of us by turns every morning before 

breakfast. 

This morning it was our turn, and we 

left school about ten n11nutes before six. 

The sun shone so beau tifu , ly, and the 

birds sang so delightfully, that I could 

not but thii1k how foolish it is to lie in 

bed,· when it is in our power to enjoy so 

great a treat by taking a ran1ble in· the 

fields and woods before breakfast. 

It being proposed that w·e should go to 

the top of . tbe grand avenue of Bushy 

Park, a place of w11ich all the l?oys are 

very fond, we made our way to the park

gate as fast as we could, running, whist-

1ing, singi Jg, laughing, and playing, till 

we reached the gate. But one of the 

ushers ha~i ng undertaken, when in the 

Park, to give us some account of the va

rious trccs1 wild flowers, and deer, we 

proceede<l, on arriving there, ju great or-
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<ler, and I was much delighted with the 

anecdotes he told us, though I had read 

some of them at hon1e in Rolando and 

Goldsmith's Popular Geography. 

Arriving at the great ba~in we stood 

son1e time admiring the figure of Diana, 
and the other statues iu the centre; the 

usher explaining to us the names and 

characters of the aquatic plants which 
grow in the water. But all on a sudden 

Tom Wilkins spied a large fish in pursuit 

of a small 01;ie, and calling out to the 

boys near him to look at them, they 
rushed against n1e !Jefore I was aware, 

and I and Joe Griffiths were plumped 

souse into the lake nearly over head. 

The lake happened to be very full, and 

I was at the bottom in a momeu t, and the 

\Vater being cold, I lost my breath> and 

felt it running in at n1y mouth and up 

1ny nose. At first I could not think of , 

any thing; but in a moment 1ising to 

the top, I recollected your advice to keep 
my head up and my arms down, if I ever 
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tumbled into water; I began, therefore, 

to kick and throw my hands about as 

hard as I could. This n1otion, all the boys 

tell me, kept 1ne from sinking again; but 

my exertions were not required- long, for 

our good usher, without \vaiting to pull 

his clothe& off, instantly jumped in after 

us, and as the water reached no higher, 
than his ;.ums, he ,vas able to throw us 

out of the lake on the grassa. 
There we lay like two half-dro~rned rats. 

For my part r did not care much about it, . 
anc-1 almost wished I had. been left a Ii ttle 

longer, to try n1y skill in swimming; but 

poor Joe was in terrible plight. He ha.cl not 

kicke<l and splashed about as I did; nor 

.. - did he understand the trick of holding his 

head up and his a1·ms clown; he was, there

fore, in a fit, and did n.ot quite recover hi s 

senses till they 11acl rubbed his hands, feet;i 

temples, and breast, for some time. vVe 
now made haste to the K.ing' Arms~ where 

Joe, I, and the usher, as our clothes ,vere 

so wet, ,vent to bed, and had a bas-in , 
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of hot tea brought to us, to v1hich I got 
thern to adc.l, for n1e, a round of toast and 
butter. 

Richard was at first sadly frightened~ and 
though he could not swim in his clothes, 
would have jumped in after n1e, if three 
of the boys had not held him. He would 
not leave me at the inn1 but stopped, with 
Tom Griffiths and two other boys, while 
Mr. Timms, the other usher, and the rest 
of them, made the best -of their way to 
1\1r. Johnson's, to get some dry clothe_s. 
These ·were brought about nine o'clock, 
and by ten ,ve arrived safely at Twick
enham, though Joe Griffiths complained 
of a head ache; and having since been 
very sick, he has been put to bed. 

lVIr. J o11nson told me I_ need not attend 
school to-day, so I determined, dear 
Papa, to send you and Ma1nma a long_ 
account of my adventure, and to assure 
you, under n1y own hand, that lam none 
t he worse for the sousing 1 haYe had. 
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Richard also has recovered fron1 his 
. 

fright, and we both unite in love and 

duty to the best of parents. 

ALFRED SMITH. 

R. Smith, Esqo 

Bloomsbury-square. 

_No. 79 , 

, 
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XXX. 

Miss Eliza Smith to her Aunt Sayer, 
about a splendid tea party. 

DEAR AUNT, 

Kensington, 
Thursday evening. 

When yon last shook hands with me 
and begged I would write to youJ I refer~ 
red you to the letters which I constantly 
send to Mam ma; but you told me those 
did not satisfy you, and that_ you must 
have a letter of your own. You are 
always so good to us that I could refuse 
.you nothing; I, therefore, half promised 
to comply ·with your wishes, and I a1n 

· happy that an oc~asion has presented itself, 
which furnishes subject n1atter not 1nerely 
complimentary and com1non-p1ace. 
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You have heard me speak of a l\lis~ 

Howard, vvho left school last l\!Iidsummer, 

and who resides with her Aunt, the Coun

tess Dowager of D--, near Turnha1n 

Green.. Howard, J an1ieson, and myself, 

when at school, were inseparables; we 

danced, ·worked, played, sung, walked,and 

did every thing together. Of course, there

fore, as Howard came ,vith her aunt, to 

make a 111orning call on Jamieson, during 

her visit at Mrs. Wilkinson's, I ·was sent 

for into the parlour. I--Ier ladyship spoke 

in the kindest terms of her niece's affec• 

tion for n1e ; at ,vhich you may suppose 

I was not a little gratified, becauseHovvard 

is a 1nild, sweet-tempered, and friendly 

girl; and next to J amieson, was the great

est favourite I eyer lad at school. 

But I now come to the best part 

of the interview; her la<lyshjp told me 

she had planned a party for her niece, 

and that she should not consider it con1-

plete if I were not one; and that l\Irs. 

vVilkinson had prolnised to ask the 

consent of my l\!am na, if I accepted 
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the in vi tatio:1. Of course, my dear Aunt 
111ay guess ,r11at.she V/ouid have done at 
1ny age., and by this post, a formal let
ter is going from _ Jr-. \Y. to l\,lan1ma, to 
obtain her approbation . 

If she gi,·e her co1,~ent, six of us are 
to go from hence in Mrs. VVilkinson's 
carrjage.; Iiow ard ,\·h1sperccl me, that 
her Aunt had i1n·ited about twenty 
others, from an1ong the neighbouring 
families, and had engaged a ha rp, a 
vi-alin, and a tambarine. It is, tli erefore, 
to be .a very smart affair, and you may 
suppose we are-all on tiptoe about it. 

About a matter of such vast impor
tance, I hope my dear Aunt will, with 
ber usua1 goodness, consult- l\1amma ;
inform me what I am to wear; and send 
1ne any little ornament, or additional 
article of dress, of which they think I 
n1ay stand in need. 

l\tiy fan is become a li tt1e sbabby, and 
I left mv best neckhce at home after the .., 

holidays. 1\f rs. \Vil ki nso1 says 1 (1y drt~s 
E 
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frock is quite good .en~gh for any occae 
-sion, and that I want nothing, unless my 
over affectionate Aunt should choose to 
fiiend me some trifling o:nament from the 
jeweller's.. You know., however, 1ny dear 
aunt, that I am not very f-0nd of shew 
and finery, and that I should be better 
pleased at being thought the neatest, than 
thefinest of the par~y. 

It is fixed for Monday evening, and 
after it i~ over, I will w-ri te a long 
letter, and infonn my dear Aunt every 
.particular, being alway5,, 

Her affectionate 

and dutiful niece, 

ELIZA SMITHo 

Miss Smith, 

B eefford-row4> 
No. 79. 
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XXXI. 

Miss Eliza Smith to her Aunt, giving an 

account of a Visiting Party. 

DEAR AUNT, 

Kensington, 
May 21st, 1814. 

Nothing could be more kind than your 
early attention to n1y b.st letter. The 
bracelets were the neatest and most taste
ful things I ever saw, and I shall never 
fail to think of the liberal donor, when ... 
ever I see or ·wear them. l\famrna also 
was very good in lending me Papa's 
picture to hang to n1,y 11ecklace, and j:a 

sending me so elegant a fan. Emily and 
Laura, who are the dearest of sisters, 
looked, as I thought, with some jealousy 
at the fan, so I have ventured to pr01nise 
that l\t1amma should let each of then1 
have one of the same pattern. They de--

E 2 
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clared they entertained no such fee1ing, 
and the tears came into E mily's eyes 
,vhen I mentioned my suspici on ; I told 
he.r, therefore, that I ought to perfo 1:m 
at any rate n1y pron1ise, no t merely t u 

gratify her, but to reward herd isinterest
ed affection. I lea v.e it1 therefore, to 
you and Marnma to do as y ou please in 
regard to n1y p,rornise. 

Wel.l, then, my dear Aunt, at hal f 
p.ast six ,,,e left Mrs. Wilkinson's, and at 
a little after seven we alighted at the 
Countess Do,v.ag.e.r's. The servant an
nou11ced ou-r nan1-es, and Howarrl receiv

e~ us with a degree of courtesy and ease 
that .divested us at -onc.e .qf all reserve 

or oeremony. She introduced each of us 
in due form to her Aunt, and two other 
relatives, who she said were her visitors 
for that evening, and the Coun tess smil
ingly remarked, that the house, that 
night, was her niece's, and that we mu st 

consider ourselves as at l\1iss I-Ioward's, 
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who-,- for the time being, was to· be con

sidered as sole mistress of her lat~ mansion. 

\Ve foJnd assembled about a score of 

young ladies,- and more than a dozen 

young gentlemen, broth€r of some of 

them, with two brothers of ?\.1iss I-Ioward,
who were sent for from Han:ow School 

on this occasion. Tea and Coffee were 

handed round, and our friend was in

defatigable in her attention to her guests. 

Before it \-Vas dark we walked through the 

adjoining Green IIouse :;ind Hot House, 
and saw some curious exoti-cs, among 

which were several specimens of the 

plant called Venus's Fly Trap, which 

much diverted us. 
Howard, a l.vliss Jones, and myself, then 

played each a glee on the piano forte, ac

companied by voices, of ·which there 

,vere some well-formed ones in the party, 
and by Jamieson on the harp. Nothing 

could be more delightful, and I heard, 

almost with regret, the noise of the band 

in the ball room, into which we were 

ushered about half past nine o'clock. 
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Howard selected for me a smart partner, 
a Master Phillips, the son of a merchant 
in the city, who told me he knew my 
Papa. As there ,vere not quite beaux 
enough, five couple of ladies stood up, 
but it was settled that we should change 
partners, so that the beaux should go 
round. A good deal of merriment took 
place about this, but I heard of no dis
agreen1ent or jealously, as good humour 
were expected to be paramount, and grave 
faces ,vere absolutely forbidden by our 
amiable hostess~ 

The country dances, reels, &c. con ti .. 
nued with uninterrupted pleasure till the 
clock struck twelve, when the music 
i£eased, and we were told supp~r was pre
pared in an adjoining apartment. I part
ted with rviaster P. in half an hour, then 
11ad a Miss Thompson, a l\1aster "\Vil Iiams, 
and, lastly, Master Howard, for my 
partners, and by the latter I ,vas_ led 
into the supper room. The fitting up 
was tru1y superb, but the eatable were 
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ot the most simple kind, chiefly fruits,. 

preserves, tarts, custards, cbeese-cakes,. 

and such things as young people like 

best, with wine and water,. lemonade, &c. 

Here we agreeably refreshed and coo1ed 

ourselves, and chatted and joked till 

about one o'clock,. wl1en I perceived the 

company began to thin. At ha1f after 

one, when not more than a dozen re

mained, I requested the servant to call 

our carriage, an<l having given the good 

Howard a siient sq_tieeze by the hand, we 

/ ) wit hdre\v, and By a quarter before two, 

our ca·rriage ,vas on it~ return towards · 

l{.eosington ... 
I ,vas in bed 'by three, and having slept: 

soundly till ten, find myself after break-· 

fast well enough to perform my promise · 

// to my dear Aunt, persu~ded that she will 
1 / kindly sympathize in all my feelings. 

As I m~y not ,;yTi te to Marn ma to-day, I 

request you to shew her this letter, or to 

enclose it by the servant, if you should 

not walk so far as Bloomsbury Square. 

T·ell her my Papa's portrait is safe , and 
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that I met with no accident, except frol'n 
spilling on rr.y frock g few drops of wine, 
which 1 rs. vV. says may be taken out 
w·i thout injury by the oxalic acid. 

'\Vrite soon, and let your letter be a 
long one. 

I am, dearest Aunt,, 
Your dutiful and affectionate niece, 

ELIZA SMITH. 

Miss. Smith, 

No. 98., Bedford•ror0,. 
London. 
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XXXII . 
.J.."faster Richard Smith to his Mamma, 

thanking her for an invitation 

to go to the play. 

DEA REST l\1AM MA, 

Twickenham, 
May 24th, 1814-; 

.Alfred aud myself are much obliged to • 
you for reminding us of our annual visit 
to the Theatre, on the benefit night of 
Mr. Raymond·. vVe mentioned your re
quest to lVI r. Johnson, and he says ~hat 
it depends on circumstances, which. he 
cannot controul, whether he can go or 
not; but, if possible, he and Mr.s. J. will. 
accompany us in a post chaise. Of course,. _ 
then, with them, or without them, ,ve 
shall be 111 time for din'ner ;- but we must 
return early the next morning,. to· save 
our places, and the lessons of some of oun 
masters. 
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Should we be. alone, we will call at M·rs .. 
,v ilkinson's to enquire if our sisters are· 

gone, .and take them with us if desirable. 

With dutiful respects-to Papa, and our 

kind .Aunt, I -am, dear lVlamma, 

Your affectionate Son, 

R, S ·MJTHo. 

Mrs. Smith; 

No. 79, 
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XXXIII. 
]Jliss Laura Smith to lier Mamrna, about 

going to the play. 

DEAR -1\IAMl\IA, 

Kensington,· 
May 18, 1814, 

Eliza says I am 11ot to go to the play 
unless I ·write to thank you fGr inviting
me. J .: will do my b_est, but as I only be
gan to learn to write last 'vvinter, I fear 
1ny thanks cannot be reacJ. If I could 
,.vrite as well and as fast as Eliza or Emi- · 
ly, I would say a great deal about the 
pleasure I shall feel, and about the good
ness of my dear l\1amma and Papa to 
their .own 

LA U?tA .. 

P. S. Mrs. Wilkinson says ·this will do 
very we11 ; and that I am to present her 
complin1ents, and say that Eliza and E1ni"' -
ly are in. good heal tho . 
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XXXIV. 

Miss Eliza Smith to Miss Ellen Jamies()m 

Bloomsbury-square,. 
June 2d, I 8 l 4' 

DEAR ELLEN,. 

I was rn t,ch concerned that your cold 
deprived you of the real pleasure we 
shm.1ld have h 'ld in yot r company at the 
play l\tlr. Raymond was ~G polite to my 
Papa, as to provide us with one of the 
private b 'Xe.·, and, though our party was
te1-:: i11 1H1n be~·, we couk~ 11ave made roon1 
for three er four more, an< your absenee 
'1\aS 1eL ratedJy e.poken of as a matter of 
cc11:crn to our whole f. mily. 

Notb1ng could have been ·more delight
fully varied l ban the entcrtainn1ents. We 
had one of Co11r1an's Con1edies, two of. 
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Indedon's manly sea songs between the 
acts, and a charming duet by him and 
Braham, at which I cruelly joined in the 
general encore. The house wa brilliant, 
and so crowded, that ·we thought our
selves Yery fortunate in having a private 
box. 

\Ve return to-school this morning, but 
my Man1ma has kindly promised to go 
with us, to pay her respects to Mrs. Wil
kinson, and, on the way, we are to stop 
an hour or two at Miss L inwood's great 
rooms, in Leicester Square. You n1ust 
remember how pleasa~t a morning we 
had lvhen lVIrs. vV. took the school to see 
the same exhibition in Hanover Square; 
b_ut as there are many new pictures, and I 
could never be tired.of viewing such beau-
tiful works, I promise myself as much 
pleasure to day as though I had never seen 
them before. In short, dear Ellen, I shall 
have too 1nuch pleasure to allow myself 
to be without you to divide it with me, 
and the principal object of this note is 
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therefore to request that you will pennit 
us to take you up, and then will accom
pany us, first to the Lin,rood gallery, 
and then to Kensington. 

The servant who brings this note will 
wait for your answer, and I hope it will 
find you in heal th and spirits sufficient 
to lead you to encourage us to expect" 
your company. 

Believe 1ne, dear Ellen, 

Unalterably your•s, 

E. s.: 

Miss Jamieson'O 

(The Bearer waits.) 
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XXXV. 

Miss Jamieson to Miss Smitlz,,, 

DEAR ELIZA, 

Thursday morning)), 
9 o'clock. 

I shall not remark on any of the par

ticulars of your letter, but briefly tell you• 

that I feel myself well enough this morn

ing to a,ccompany you, and sha11 be ready 

to step ~n to the carriage w h~n you call. 

I am, dear Eliza, 

Always your's, 

E .. J.AMIESONo 

Miss -Smith. 
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XXXVI.. 

Jfaster Richard Smith to his Papa, to· 
announce the lf([idsumrner Holidays, 

and the PuMic iSJJeaking. 

-~ DEAR PAPA; 

Twickenham, 
June 10, 1814. 

Mr. Johnson desires me to inform you, 
that our 1\!lidsumrner Vacation begin s on 
Thursday the 19tb of :f une, and ends on 
lvfonday, the 27th of July, and to add 
that, jf he does not hear to the contrary, 
he will send us in a chaise with the two 
Griffith~'s, and lvf aster ,vilson, of Russell
s treet. 

The public Recitations are to take place 
on Tuesday the 18th, and to begin at 
12 o'clock precisely; and as I have studied: 
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and am to recite, " Cato's Soliloquy," 
lvfr. Johnson hopes y ou and Mamma, 

and my Grandmam ma, or Aunt, will be 
among the auditors. 

I am, dear Papa, 

Your dutiful Son, 

R. SJ.fITHo 

.R. Smith, .E·sq,. 

No .. 79, 

Bloomsbury-square. 



90 MOD.ELS OF 

XXXVII. 

A1iss Eliza Smith to her Jvf amma, 
announcing the rlolidays. 

DEAit l\1Al\1M'A, 

Keming.ton, 
June 12, 1814. 

I am desired by l\;lrs. Wilkinson to in
fortn you, that the Summer Vacation 
commences on Friday, the 20th of June, 
and that the school re-com1nences on 
Monday, the 27th of July. 

Unless you should send the carriage 
before twelve, we are to leave at One in 
a post chaise as usual. 

Emily and Laura are in good health, 
and desire to be remen1bered in love and 



JUVENILE LETTERS. 91 

<lu ty to you, Papa, our Aunt, and Grand 
mamma; and !vlrs. vVilkiuson requests 
me to present her respectful comp1i
n1en ts. 

I am, dear Mamma, 

Your affectionate, 

and dutiful Daughter, 
' 

ELIZA SMITH • .. 

Mrs. SmitJ1, 
, 

.. No. 79, 

Blooms bury-squartJ. 
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/ XXXVIIf. 

From Miss -Eliza Smith to her Marnnul'~ 

d'e,scr~bing a 'Visit to her Aunt at 

Darking. 

DEAR l\'.[ AM:M A, 

Dorking-, 
July 16, 1s14·, 

The Worthing vaach arrived in little 
better than three hours at D0rking. We 

' did• not chan;e horses till ,v arrived at 
Epsom, which you kno· , is fifte':n miles, 
and I al way s understood that ho1 ses were 
never driven i 1th stao-es above ten 1niles. 
A gentlen1.a~1 in the_coad1 before we arrived 

., 
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<Said that they were much exhausted, and 

as the coachman during tbe last three 

n1iles used his whip very often, it gave me 

g.reat pain to be a cause of adding to the 

load of the poor ere a tu res. The gen tlc

nJan, however, reminded me that they 

would have driven the stage, had I 110i. 

been there, and perhaps some heavier per

son might have filled my place. It might 

ha:ve been so; lrn t I confess I sickened to 

hear the whip go .so often, and could -not 

enj oy myself while I was forced to be 

-iu c:ose contact wi th so much misery. 
The fresh horses dragged us Lri skly 

-over the six mile& from Epsom~ and I ne
v,e.r was rn.ore charmed with any coun

try, than ,vi tb the delightful val es and · 

hanging woods, which comman d adn1i

ratio,11 between Leatherhead and Dor king. 

I have heard Papa describe it as one of the 
sweetest spots in England, but I had for
gotten that th is was the same place, till 
the beauties of the country brought his 
r.emarks to my recollection. 
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By agreement with my cousin, I was 
up this morning at half past five, and we 
·walked a mile to a delightful house on a 
hill, and sauntered abon ton tbe std es and 
gates, and in my aunt's orchard and gar
den, till half past eight, when we found 
Mr. B. my Aunt, and the family assembleJ 
at breakfast. You may suppose I did not 
want appetite after so long a walk, and I 
felt surprizecl that I had apparently pas
sed a whole clay, before the hour when the 
<lay usually begins in families w11ich, not
withstanding, do not think themselves 
among the idlest of mankind. 

They laughed at me, when after break
fast I insisted, according to my invariable 
practice, on collect ing all the crumbs for 
the birds. l\fr. B. seems to consider every 
thing that does not add to his own profit as 
unfit to live, and he is a sportsman too ! 
One of mv cousins seems to h ave imbibed ., 
h is un feeling notions, but the others, and 
my aun t , j oined me, and the sparrows and 
goldfinches had a majority of voices! 
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1\iy aunt, dear mamma, in this, and i11 
many other traits, reminded me of your 
own dear self; and, two or three times, 
her voice and manner so strongly resem
bled your's, that on recollecting how many 
miles separate us) I could scarcely refrain 
from tears. 

At eleven o'clock Mr. B. proposes that 
my cousins I-Ienry, Sarah, and Betsey, and 
myself, shall ride as far as Leith Hill before 
dinner. It is six miles they say, and part 
of it a very rough road! ,vhat a figure 
shall I cut on horseback ! I never ,vas, 
you know, but twice on horseback for 
half an hour each time, and I am now cal
led on to ride twelve miles wi th those who 
are constantly used to the exercise. I 
mentioned my fears to Mr. B. but he and 
n1y cousins rallied me, and I am promised 
a poney, which he says is the gentlest 
thing in England. In short, dear Mam
n1a, I am in my room for tl1e purpose of 

r equipping myself, and I have seized on a 
vacant half hour to ,vrite you this hasty 
scrawL 



l\1y aunt has just been with me to re., 

qu.est that I will present her affectionate 

love to you, and she also has heen rally

ing me about my fears. She says the po

ncy i3 very gentle, and that I have nothing 

to do but to conform my own motion to 

h~s, keep my toe in the stirrup, sit firmly, 

and fear nothing. She sa_ys she ,yould go 

,vith us, but that Sarali, who is to ride 

her horse; is int n t on the excursion. 
' ' 

As 111y uncle is \'Cry punctual, and they 
n1igh t ascribe any baclnvardness of mine 

to fear, I feel it necessary to conclude-

. requesting my dear lv1 amma to remember 

n1e, wfth duty an<l affection, to Papa, and 

all my brothers and sisters, to each of 

whom she is to give a kiss jn my name. 

I subscribe myself, 
· Dear l\,Jarnma, 

Your dutifnl and de,-oted daughter, 

ELIZA SM:I'fH. 

lvfrs. Smith, 
Blooms bury-square. 

No. 79. 
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XXXIX. 

Miss Eliza Smith to her Mamma, relative 
to he.r excursion on horseback. 

DEAR MATl~MA, 

Darking, 
July 7, 1814. 

As my letter of yesterday might have 
created some anxiety about the issue of 
my adventure on horseback, I write t:) is 
1noroing to say that I never enjoyed any 
thing more than the ride. I knew I had 
nothing to fear, and therefore feared no
th · ng . At first I felt as though I should 
tumble, but I soon balanced myself, and · 
by conforming my own motion to that of , 
the poney, became so expert that on our 
return I galloped nearly a mile! You may 

F 
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suppose I am a little stiff to day, and we 
are tberefore not- to take another ride till 
to IllOlTO"W. 

0 ! this enchanting country·! and t11at 

,enchanting pro.~pect fro1n Leith Hill '! No 
pen, no language in prose or verse, no 
pencil can pourtray it, or convey .but a 
faint icle:1 of it! 

With devoted affection to Papa, Aunt 

Smith, Grandman1ma, and all at home, 

1 am, dearest ~1amma, 

Your affectionate daughter, 

Mrs. Smith, 

ELIZA s~u TH. 

Bloomsbury-square, 

.London. 



MODELS 
OF 

F-RENCH LETTERS 

A.ND 

· NOTES. 

THE form of a F1·ench Letter differs 'little from 
tl1at of an English one, except in the Superscrip
tion or Address, in which the title mu~-t be 
repeated. Thus the English address, Mr . 
. Thompson, Bedford Square; Mrs. Thompson, 
.Miss Thornpson, ~c. but in French it should be 

A Monsieur, 

Mon.!ieur Thompson, 

Pl,ace de Bedford, 

Landres • 

.A Madame, 

Madame Thompson, fyc • 

.A Mademoiselle, · 

Mademoiselle Thompson, ~c • 

.F 2 
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A letter to a Boy is directed with as much 

formality as to a Man, because the title Master, 

given to a young gentleman in England, is un

known in France. Thus, Master Henry Stanley, 

Kensington Square, should be in French 

A Monsieur, 

Monsieur Henri Stanley, 

Place de Kensington. 

Should the Letter, however, be carried by a 

private messenger, custom does not require the 

title to be repeated, but it may be expressed as 

in English : 

Monsieur Stanley, 

Place de Kensington. 

Familiar Notes, Cards, and Billets, whether 

in the first or third person, follow the English 

fe,rm. 
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. I. 

Details d' Ecole, d'une Fille a sa Mere. 

Wilderness-house, Walworth, 
1se Fevrier, 18-14. 

Ma d1e·e Maman, 
Vous rn 'cwez fait prnmcttre de vous ecrire, 

<les que j'aurois ete u mois ciwz Madame Jack
son ; je vous assure, qne je ,·ous tiens parole 
,wee le plus gran<l ph· isir. Vous savez quc je 
pleurai beaucoup en vnus quittant, parce que je 
croyois qu'il etoit impossible de me trouver 
heureuse, eloignee de vous , surtout oans une 
ecole. Et hien, chere Maman, vous apprend
rez avec plaisir que je suis tres-contente de ma 
situation; toutes mes compagnes ont mille 
complaisances pour moi, et Mde. Jackson est si 
douce et si bonne, que nous l'aimons presqu'au
tant que je vous aime. Nous travaillons beau-• 
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coup, mais nos leqons sont arrangees avec tanL 

d'or<lre que nous n'en sommes jarnais fatiguees. 

Je vous ai des obligations infinies des peines- ' 

que vous vous etes donnees pour m'enseigner le 

Franc;:ois, car sans cela je me tr.ouverois ici in-

ferieure en tout. La plupart de mes jeunes 
. d . ' l ] I b am1es e•.:;sment, orouent, et nansent eaucoup 

mieux que moi, mais le Maitre •de Frarn;ois, qu i 

vient deL:y fois la semaine, me ~ommc la petite 

'P ,rii;ienneJ et il m'a donne la ~remiere place 

clans notre classe. J'ai commence a dessiner et 

a danser, et je vous promets de faire iout mon 

possible ~-our vous contenter. 

Nous avcns clans 110tre ecole, un-e charmante 

petite fllle de hu;t ans, qui se nomme Emma 

\Vil .son ; elle ressemble si fort a ma sreur Char

lotte, q e je ne pu is m'empecher de l'embrasser 

Yingt fois Jc jour. C'est d'ailleurs une savante 

petite fille pour son ~ge, et j'avoue ,sans balancer 

gu'elle saft beaucoup plus de Ge·ographic et 

d'Histoire que moi; mais je vous prie de croire, 

chere :Maman, quc je n'en suis pas jalouse, je 

t ac.:he seulement cle 1a suivre et de l'"imiter. Je 

rn'applique a l'arithmetique avec le plus grand 

soin~,, et j'espere que mon cher Papa sera con

tent de moi atf x vacances. 

J'ai rc<;u le pefit paquet que vous m'avez en-
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voyc, mais i l y manque un rnouchoir; c'est sans 
rloute un oubli de Cfcile, et je vous prie de lui · 
en parler. Embrassez. Papa pour moi, et <lites 
a mon cher Theodore, que je pense sou vent a_ 
lui. Adieu, . ma chere. Maman, aimezmoi tou

jours bien, et croyez-moi avec beaucoup de 
respect et d'obeissance, 

.l\1a ,chere l\1aman, . 

Votre fille tres-soumise · 

,d Madam<1 

ct tres-affectionnee, 

CAROLJNE EAR.9Lt". 

Madame Eardley, 

Place de Manchester, 

Landres.-
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Ditails d' Eco~, d'une Niece a sa Tante. 

Lymington-house, Clnpton, 
1oe Mars, 1814. 

Ma chere Tante, 
J'ai re9u ce matin votre obligeante lettre, et je 

m'empresse de repondre a toutes vos questions ; 
mais il faut auparavant que je vous remercie de 
!'excellent gateau que vous m'avez envoye. J'ai 
eu clans une minute toute l'ecole autour de moi, 
et votre present a disparu - comme un eclair.
N otre bonne .l\1aitresse m'a fait le plaisir d'en 
goilter, et elle nous a donne a chacune un verre 
de son meilleur vin de groseilles, pour boire a 
votre sante. 

Venons a present a VOS questions, ma chere 
petite Tante, je Yais y repondre avec la plus 
irande sincerite. Madame Wells est contente 



FRENCH LETTERS. 105 • 

de moi pour tous les ouvrages d'aig~ille en ge
neral, ainsi que pour la danse e_t le dessin, m:iis 
elle se plaint de mon peu de progres dans la 
musique. i Le Maltre dit que j'ai la main lourde, 
et que ma voix est enrouee et tremblante. Je 
tache cependant de m'appliquer de mon mieux, 
mais je crains fort de ne pouvoir jamais reus ir .. 
J'airne beaucoup l'arithmetique, et je suis a pre
sent la premiere de ma classe ; mais mon ccri
ture ne vient que lentement, comme vous ea, 
pouvez vous-meme juger. 

Ce qui me rejouit davantage, ma chere Tante, 
c'est que je n'ai plus rien de cette vilaine hu
meur hargneuse que vous me reprochiez avec 
r:.iison; je n'ai pas eu la moindre querel!e de
puis que je suis ici, et j'espere que vous n'aure.:c: 
point a vous plaindre de moi pendant Jes vacan
ces. Emhrassez Maman pour moi, et ditcs-lui. 
que je lui ecrirai une longue lettre de J eudi en 
huit. Priez-la de dire bien des,-elioses respectu
euses et tendres de ma part, quand elle ecrira 
a mon Papa. Qua-nd-est ce done qu'il re \ ien
dra? Je m'ennuie de sa longne ahscnce, et je 
hais ces vilaines gens d'Yorkshire, (le le retenir 
si long temps. 

J'ai un petit secret a vous dire, ma chere 
Tante, mais vous pouvez le confier a Maman.--

F 3 
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En jouant bier au Colin-Maillard; dans la cham

br<? de Mduc. Warley, j'ai eu le malheur <le cas

ser son miroii· de toilette; elle ne veut pas que 

je lui· en achete un autre, mais je ne saurois 

consentir a sa generosite. Faites-moi le plaisir 

c1e me pr~ter une demi-guinee, que je vous ren

drai aux vacances. Embrassez pour moi mon 

petit frere Gaspard, et dites a ma chere Emilie, 

que je la remercie des soins qu'elle prend de 

mes 01seaux. Adieu, ma bonne Ta_nte; ecrivez

moi bientot, puisque vous ne pouvez venir me 

voir, car je ~uis avec beaucoup de tendresse et 

de respect, 

Ma chere Tante, 

Votre niece tr.es-soumise 

et tres•affectionnee, 

SOPHIE H A RLE.Yo 

.A f..1ademoisdle 

!J!ademoiselle Harley, 

No , 4, Rue .de Burlington, 

Londres. 
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ITL 

D'iine jeune Demoiselle a sa Sceur, sur U'l'I Bal. 

Grove-place, Clapham; 
4e Avril, 1814. 

Ma chere Henriette, _ 

J e me suis levee ce ma tin a onze heures, de
vinez pourquoi ; et bien, depechez~vous, avez
vous devine ? J e vois bien q~e non, et je m'em- · 
presse de vous aider, de peur que vous ne vous 
imaginiez que je . suis malade. Non, en verite, 
ma chere, mais je suis un peu fatiguee cl'av0ir 
trop danse. Madame Clinton, hotre bonne 
voisine, invita bier toute notre ecole a un bal,. 
et nous y all&mes a huit heures avec Madame 
Burdet qui voulut bien se charger de nous. 
Nous y trouvtlmes la plus aimable compagnie du 
mon~e, toute.s les j~unes. Demoi~elles, et les 



108 MODELS OF 

JUenes Messieurs du Voisinage. Nous eftmes 
d'abord deux ou trois menuets, mais nous en 
vinmes bientot a des mouvemens plus vifs et 
plus varies aux contredanses, aux cheres contre
danses que vous aimez tant. 

Nous formames dix-huit couples clans la 
grande salle verte que vous connoissez, et nous 
dansames jusdu'a pres de deux heures du ma tin. 
Croiriez-vouz que Madame Burdd, notre excel
lente gouvernante, dansa aussi ! 0 ui, elle dansa, 
ei'Hres bien je vous as~ure, aussi agilement que 
nous toutes. Madame Clinton vint aussi se 
joindre a la bande joyeuse, ainsi que trois ou 
quatre dames de ses amies. Nous sentimes bien 
que c'etoit pour nous obliger, et nOlls ne man• 
quames pas de les remercier de ieur complai
sance. Tout se passa a merveille, et il etoit pres 
de trois heures du matin, quand nous arrivames 
a Grove-place. Madame Clinton, qui s'occupe 
sans cesse de notre sante, nous dit d'un air 
serieux : "J e vous ordonne de rester au lit j us
qu' a onze heures, et je vous defends de travailler 
avant midi." Nous eclatames de rire, et nous 
al lames toutes nous coucher, apres avoir embrasse 
cette excellente maitresse. 

Je ne dois pas oublier de vous dire, ma chere 
reur que Mde. Clinton, me demanda de vu 
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nouvelles avec beaucoup d' interet, ainsi que 
quelques autres dames, et un jeune officier, 
nomme Stevenson. En verite tout le mon,le YOUS 
aime ici, et on ne parle jamais de ma chere 
Henriette sans ajouter: cette aimable demoiselle, 
cette fille accomplie ! Je suis reellement un peu 
jalouse. Non, ma bonne amie, non, je ne suis, 
pas jalouse, mais je vais tilcher de vous imiter, 
pour devenir aussi aimable que vous l'etes. 

Adieu, quand vous ecrirez a .Maman, ne 
manquez pas <le lui parler de moi, et dites-lui que 
j' attends son retour avec impatience. Donnez
moi souvent de vos nouvelles, ma chere Hen
riette, et croyez-moi avec la plus tendre amitie, 
sincerement toute a vous. 

No. 3. 

·CLARISSA ARLINGTON. 

A Madenwiselle 

Mademoiselle Arlington, 

Rue dit Manoir., 

Walworth, 

Surrey. 
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IV. 

Details d' Ecole; d' im Fils a son Per~. 

Penton-house, Putney., 

17c Avril, 1814~ 

Mon cher Pere, 

Je viens de recevoir, votre lettre, el les quatre 

volumes que vous avez bicn voulu m'envoyer. 

Je vous promets de suivre ponctuellement votre 

avis, et de ne les lire qu' a nos - heures de re
creation. V ous ne pouviez, selon moi, choisir 

un livre plus amusan.t queDon Quichotte, car il 

est impossible de jamais s'ennnyer ayec ce bon 

Chevalier, et son Sancho Pan9a . . J e dois 

cep-endant vous avouer quc, quoique j'aie qua

torze ans, je 1is encore mon ancien ami Robin- -

son Crusoe, avec autant de plaisir que je le fai- . 
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s-ois a sept. J e m'applique avec soin au ' Latin et· 
au Gree, mais j'aime mieux: le Vendredi de Ro
binson, que tous . les heros de · l' Iliacle et de 
FEneidg, . 

Je vous assure, mon cher Pere; que les lec;:ons 
d?Italien que vous m'avez donnees pendant Ies 
vacances, me deviennent a present fort utiles; 
je suis le premier de ma c]asse, et Signor Pic
cini est fort satis.fait de ma prononciation.
Vous sernz aussi bien-aise d'apprendre que je 
commence a faire quelques progres dans Jes ma
thematiques; nous r en sommes au ci.nquieme 
livre d'Euclide, et Mr. Curding m'a fait present 

_ d'un tres-beau compas, et d'une regle cl'ivoirc, 
pour me prouver sa· satisfaction. Nous com
mencerons l' Algebre le mois prochain, et je ferai 
tous mes efforts pour ~tre un de-s premiers de ma . 
classe. 

J e vous _ aurois donne tous ces details la 
semaine. ,derniere, mais . j'eus la rnal-adresse <le 
me frapper le poignet contre un mur en jouant a 
la balle, et j'ai ete plus de huit jours sans pou
voir ecrire. Dites a ma chere Maman, car vous . 
savez qu'elle ne veut pas que je l'apelle ma mere 
avant que j'aie vingt ans, <lites done a cette 
chere· Maman, que je l'embrasse de tout mon 
creur, et que je la prie de venir me voir., quand 
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elle ira chez M<le. Ponter. Cela ne la detour
nera que d'un mille, et je Jui aurai mi1le ob
ligations de cette complaisance. Bien des 
choses affectionnees de ma part a: ma sreur 
Eugenie; je lui enverrai la semaine prochaine 
un petit paysage que je suis a faire expres pour 
elle. 

Je finis en vous priant de venir me voir quand 
vos a-ffaires vous le permettront, et croyez-moi 
avec tous les sentimens de plus grand respect, et 
<le la plus tendre affection, 

Mon cher Pere, 

Votre-tres soumis, 

et tres-obeissant Fils, 

JOSEPH DARLEY. 

--~1. Monsieur 

No. 17. 

Monsieur Darley, 

Rue clu Parlemenl, 

Londre.s.. 
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Petites nouvelles d' Ecole, d' un jezme E11fant a sa 
1Uere. 

Pleasant Hill, Croydon, 
J3e l\1ai, 1814. 

Ma chere l\iaman, 

Je me porte tres-bien, et j'espere que vous 
vous portez bien aussi, ainsi que Papa, mes 
sceurs Sophie et Emilie, et mon petit frere 
Andre. N'qubliez p?.s que j'aurui neuf ans Sarne
di prochain, et que vous m'avez promis un gateau 
pour mon jour de naissance. Envoyez-en un 
bien grand, ou bien envoyez-en deux, car nous 
sommes quarante dans notre ecole, et je serois 
tres-aise <l'en donner a tous mes camarades. 
Guillaume Warton aura le plus grand morceau, 
car c'est mon meilleur ami. Quoiqu'il ait plus de 
quatorze ans, et que je n'en aye que neuf, il jouc 
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arec moi et tousles autres petits garc;ons, et tout · 
le monde l'aimc.. Il m'e. plique mes lec;on.s 
_q uand je suis embarras e, et il m'appe1e son 
pctit fils. Il a une moFltre que on Oncle lui a 
Jounee, ainsi je vous prie de dire a ma cbere 
Charlotte de m'envoyer un j oli ruban, et j'en 
ferai pie, en t a mon hon ami :Guillaume. 

J 'ai ete tres-enrlrnme pendant quelques jours, 
m,•is :!\1a lame \Vatson a e.u grand soin de moi,. 
et j~- me porte beaucoup mie.nx. Quand vous 
m'ecrircz, ditcs-rnoi, chere l\1aman, comment 
vont mes Lapins, et priez Gaspard de ne pas les 
neglig r. J'cerin i a rnon Papa Ja semaine pro-
chainc, la scmaine suivan tc :) Charlotte, et puis 
ce sera encore le tour Je l\1aman. Vous savez 
bien que vous m' avez promis des poches a mon 
l1abi.t apres mon jonr de naissance ; tous mes 
camarades en ont, et cela est fort c.omrnude pour 
mettre des .balles, des marbres, et <l'autres cho
ses don t nous nous s.ervons pour nous amuser. 
Que ce soit bien tot, ma bonne petite Maman, et 
vous me fcrez grand plaisir. Madame Tierney 
vint me voir Lundi: avec ses deux filles, et elle 
m'apporta une douzaine de tres -belles oranges; 
elle m'a charge de vous faire bien des amities de 
~a part. 

Je vous emhrasse de.·· tout mon . creur, rna . 
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chere l\tiaman; j'embrasse au si mon Papn, 

Sophie, Emilie, Andre, et ma bonne \"\'alters. 

Je suis avec Leaucoup d'obeis ·a nce, 

Votre Fils tres affecti0nne 

.d.. Jl.ladanie 

Madame Lyne1t, 

Rue da Chandos, 

Place de Cavendish, . 

Landres~ 

' 
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VI. 

l...ettre d' amitie, d-u jenne Onnond a son Frere. 

Mon cber Frere, 

High Grove, Hackney, 
4eJuin, 1814. 

Maman a eu 1a bonte de me lire la le.~tre que 
vous · Jui avez ecrite, et je suis bien-aise d'ap
prendre que vous serez ave~ nous . vers la fin de 
ce mo1s. Vous trouverez votre ja_rdin en fort 
bon ordre, car j 'en ai pris tres-gra nd soin, et 
notre jardinier rn'a fourni tout ce que je lui ai 
demande. J'ai plante des haricots blancs et des 
laitues romaines qui viennent a merveille, et j 'ai 
mis des margueri tes, des giroflees doubles et des 
reillets d'I nde .tout le long des bordures . Votre 
petit cheval es t en trcs-bon et3t, mais je crois 
qu'il devient mechant, car il la.cha de me mordre 
l'autre jour pendantque je lui donnois de l'avoine; 
j'espere que vous le mettrez a }a raison quand 
vous serez 1c1 . 
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J e suis fache de vous apprendre que nous 
avons perdu votre joli Serin; le vilain chat noir 
de l\tlr. Trotter, grimpa le long de la fen etre, 
et le tua d'un coup de griffe. J e l'ai enterre 
aupres du myrte de rdaman, et j'ai plante des 
violettes doubles tout autour. J'ai encore un 
autre ma1beur a vous annoncer : Paul Wimburn 
s'est casse lajambe en tombant du haut du grand 
amandier qui est au bas du jardin . 

Papa a achete un joli fusil pour nous amuser 
pendant les vacances, nous commencerons des 
que vous serez 1c1. Monsieur Stanley a fait 
present a''-Caroline d'un charmant petit ecureuil; 
c'est Ia plus drole de creature du monde ; il 
saute sur le dos du chat, et le fait crier et courir 
comme un enrage. Adieu, mon cher Arthur, 
venez vite, nous vous attendons avec impatience, 
et je me propose de bien m'amuser. 

Votre tres-affectionne Frere, 

PHILIPPE 0ft MOND • 

.A Monsieur 

Monsieur R. P. Ormond, 

chez le Rev. A. Byfieul, .... 

Newington, Surrey. 
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, VIII • 

. Invitation a un petit Concert, en Farnille. 

-Harley Street, 

VendFedi 4_e Mai.. 
Madame Stanley se propose d'avoir un petit 

concert Mercredi prochain, et elle sern enchan

.tee d'y voir Madame Babington et ses deux De
moiselles. Comme Montino, le violon favor.i 

de Monsieur Babington, a promis de venir, cela 

pou-rra peut-etre l'engager a etr.e de la partie. 

On commencera a ·huit heures ,precises., mais 

tout sera absolument en famille, sans ceremonie 

-et sans a.ppret. 
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lX. 

:R eponse au Billet precedent • 

. Manchester Square, 
Samedi 5e Mai. 

Madame Babfogton R l'honneur de ·remerder 
:Madarne Stanley de sem obligeante invitation, et 
elle aura certainement le plaisir de la voir Mer
credi procliain s·ur les huit heures. Monsieur B. 
dit qu'il aura l'honneur d'etre de la parti-e, mais 
il supplie Madame S. de croire que ce ne sera 
point a cause de Montino, mai~ pour faire sa:cour 
et admirer les .talens de l'aimal.ile Eulalie. La 
pauvre petite Sophie ne pourra pas accompagner 
sa Sreur ~ eUe a .une toux desolante que ncn .ne 
peut ·ar:reter. 

• 
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X. 

Envoi de quelques Livres, ct coniplimens d'usage. 

Devonshire Square, 

13e Juin. 

Monsieur Dalby a l'h ... 1rnear d'envoyer a Ma

dame Pauleton, Jes deu.". 01urnes de t'l ,ie 

qu'elle Jui a fait dem.i 1d ,. r, et il la supplie de !es 

lire parfaitement a so .i aise. II y joint un 1Jetit 

recueil cl'enigmes et d'"' :ogo:rri; ·hes qui pu· rront 

peut-~tre amuser Madein01sel le Pauleton ; : · sait 

hien qu'elle s'occupe cle choses plus essen · Lt'J :~s, 

mais on nc peut pas tuujours etudier, et il faut 

s·e delasser quelquefois, surtout au bel ftge de 15 

aras. 
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XI. 

Reponse au Billet precedent. 

Portland-place, 
1,1e Juin. 

Mille remerciemens au cher Monsieur Dalby; 
tonjours aimable, toujours complaisant, il s'oc
cu~e sans cesse de ses amis. M«c. Pauleton 

atifa le pl.us grand soin de ses li vres, et elle les 
lui renverra des qu'elle les aura lus. Eulalie le 
remercie du joli recaeil qu'il a eu la complai

sance de Iui envoyer, et elle se propose de faire 
un extrait der meilleures enigmes, et des logo
griphes les plus plquans. Ellene vent pas qu'on 
Ia croie toujours occupee d'etudes serieuses, et 
quand Monsieur D. nous fera le plaisir de nous 
venir voir, elle lui prouvera qu'elle aime encore n 
rire et a danser. 

G 
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XII. 

Pour fixer un Rendez-vous. 

Chapter Coffee-house, 3e Juin. 

Deux-mots a la bite, rnon cher Dupre; je 

pars demain pour Paris, si vous avez des lettres 

a me donner, ou que je puisse vous devenir utile 

de que1que autre rnaniere, faites le moi savoir, 

ou venez me trouver ce soir a huit heures chez 

notre bon anfr Blondeau. Ne <lites rien demon 

depart a Monsieur Bartolin; j'ai mes raisons 

particulieres pour cela, tout a vous, 
P. RAINIER. 

V 
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XIII. 

Reponse au Billet precedent. 

Little Chelsea, 

·3 e Juin, z heures apres Midi. 

Comment, vous partez dema·n pour Paris ! 

Vous me surprenez. Je serai certainement ce 

soir chez notre ami Blondeau, a huit heures pre

cjses, et vous. m' expliquerez tout cela. Ne 

craignez rien, je ne dirai pas un mot de votre 

depart a Bartolin; c'est un assez bon gan;on, 

mais sa langue va sans cesse, et on ne peut rien 

Jui oonfier. Adieu mon hon ami, jusqu' a ce 
. 

.SOlf.. 

J. DuPR.£ • 

• 

:G 2 
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XIV. 

Lydia invite son amie Josephine a passe1· la Soirte. 

Mercredi, ge Mai. 
Viendrez-vous demain avec votre Maman, ma 

chere Josephine ? Mon frere dit que la partie ne 
seroit pas compl~te sans vous, et je pense com
me lui. Si votre Cousine peut vous accom-

- pagner, tant mieux, ce nous sera un plaisir de 
plus. J'ai une petite grace a vous demander, 
c'est de m'en':oyer c~ soir ce joli air Italien que 
vous chantates Samedi chez Madame Burnet. 
Adieu, chere Josephine, tachez de venir de 
bonne heure pour que nous puisswns avoir un 
petit tete-a-tete ·avant que la compagnie s'as
semble. 

LYDIA STAPLETON. 
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xv. 

Rfponse au Billet precedent. 

Mercredi au Soir~ Se Mai. 

Je m'empresse de vous envoyer l'air Italien 

que vous m_e demandez, ma chere Ly~ia, et je 
serai charmec de vous l'entenclre ~banter; je de

vine avec qui: il dolce amico I n'est~ce pas, ~a 

toute aimable ? Nous serons chez vous -.~Je:fort 

bonne heure, et ·j'"en suis .tres-aise, <::ar j'ai a 
vous dire bien des choses que j~-rie puis ecrire. 

Offrez mes humbles respect~ li votre chere Ma

man, et priez-la de nous permettre_ de lui pre

senter demain une jeune Franc;.oise, tres-int~res

sante en verite, qui · est venue passer quelques 

jours' avec nous. Mon Frere me tourmente pour 

vous dlre qu'il se jette a vos pieds; il faut bien 
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que Je lui obeisse. En etes-vous f&chee ma 
chere bonne amie ? Que j'aimerois a dire, ma 
chere Sceur .' Adieu, adieu, toujours toute a 
vous. 

JOSEPHINE BARTLET. 

OBSERVATION. Brothers and Sisters, in France, 
commonly write and speak in the pronoun thou to one 
another, and parents do the same to their children. 
Sohool-fellows) Brother-officers) and intimate Friends, 
do the same among themselves at every time of life,; 
but', as that mode of writing would appear uncouth to 
an English ear, it has been avoided. However, as it 
may prove of some advantage to young £tudents to be 
acquainted with that peculiar style, it is used as a spe
cimen in the two following Letters. 
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XVI. 

Invitation d' ime jeune Demoiselle a sa lxmf!,e Amie. 

Strawberry Hill, 
10" Aout, 1 ~ t 4. 

Nous t'attendons avec impatience, J.IHl chere 

Eugenie, depeche~toi d '-- laisser la fumee de Lon: 

<lres, et viens te promener dans nos bosquets. 

Tu ne saurois croire quel plaisir nous avons le 

matin a faire des bouquets et des guirlandes de 

mille jolies fleurs _ sauvages qui croissent de tons 

cotes; no~s revenons dejeft.nei neuf heures, et 

c'est de ban appetit, je t'assure. La· matinee se 

passe a etudier et a lire ; nous faisons toilette de 

deux jusqu' a trois, et nous nous promenons 

jusqu' a quatre. Apres le -diner nou3 nous oc

cupons de musiquejusqu' a sept; le these prend 

clans un berceau au bout du jardin, et chacun s'y 

amuse a sa maniere. Le- soir nous jouons .l 

quelque petit jeu de societe, ou bien nous pas

sons le tep.1ps a deviner des Logogriphes et des 

Enigmes. Nous nous re(irons entre dix et onze 
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heures, et nous jouissons d'un bon sommeil jus-
qu' a sept. Que dis-tu de cette vie simple, ma 
belle amie ? Ne ·vaut-e1Ie pas bien la Comedie, 
l'Opera, les visites de parade, &c. &c. Cent fois, 
mille fois mieux. Depeche-toi, ma tres chere, 
depeche-toi, et viens te joindre a nous. 

N'oublie pas, ma chere Eugenie, de nous ap
porter tons les livres amusans de, ta bibliotheq ue, 
parce qu'il~ nous seront d'un tres-grand secours., 
quand le temps ne nous permettra pas de sortir. 
Fais-moi aussi le plaisir de me choisir quelque 
chose d'a!se et de nouveau pour ]e clavessin; ne 
prends que cles pieces courtes et enjouees, je 
hais les airs trainans et mel~ncholiques. Adieu, 
mon Eugenie; Marban, et Arri~Iie t'embras
sent; et nous irons tous a ta rencontre jusqu' a la 
Maison rouge, si tu nous fais Savoir le jour et 
l'heure de ton depart . La j_eune Turing est 
avec nous pour quinze jours; c'est reellement 
une fille charmante : belle, aimable, douce, 
complaisante, b·ien instruite; tu l'aimeras, et 
elle t'aimera aussi, j'en suis stire. Adieu encore, 
mon creur, jusqu' au plaisir de te voir bicntot et 
de t'embrasser. 

ESTHER B EAUCHAM:PQ 
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XVII .. 

Lettre d' Amitie d'wijeun€ Monsieur a son A.mi. 

Walnut Place, Blackmore, 
17e Septembre, HH4. 

Nous commenc;ons a etre inquiets, mon cher 
Coddington, d'ou vient ton retard? Je rec;us ta , 
lettre Samedi dernier, tu m'y piomettois d'~tre 
Lundi avec nous, .nous voici a Jeudi et tu n'as 
pas encore paru. J'ose esperer, mon cher Hen
ri, qu'aucun accident rncheux n'e~t la cause 
de ce 'delai; mais cependant je ne serai tran
quille que ]orsque tu seras ici, ou au moins 
jusqu' _a ce que je re9oive deux mots de ta part. 
A propos1 sais-tu que ta favorite, la jolie Isa
belle Bailey vient de se marier ? Elle a 
epou.s6 un fort aimable homme de notre · 

connoissance ; . je crois que tu as . dine une 
fois avec lui chez nous. II se nomme. Jerome 

G S 
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Studley; c'est le fils aine d'un riche fermier 

qui n'a rien epargne pour lui donner la meilleure 
education. 

J'en etois ici de ma lettre quand on m'a 
apporte un Billet de ta part. J e suis desole que la 
sante de ta respectable mere t'ait empeche de 
venir : mais, puisqu'elle se p@>rte beaucoup 

mieux, je cornpte que tu viendras Vendredi pro
chain, comme tu nous le laisses esperer. Adieu, 

mon cher Henri, je t'attends avec impatience, 

ear tu sais combienje t'aime. Bien s.incerement 

tout a toi, 

JAMBS STEVENSON .• 

P. S. Mon pere te prie de lui acheter une li-vre 

de la meilleure cire a cacheter, deux batons noir!,
iet le reste rouge. 

.. 
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IT ALI AN LETTERS. 

I. 
Ringraziamenti d'una Fanciulla alla Signora 

madre, con dicerse nuove di scuola.. 

Richmond, 
ai venti di Marco, l 811. ; 

CARA SIGNORA MADRE, 

Con sommo_ diletto vengo di ricevere la sua 

graziosa risposta eel il bellissimo cappello che lei 

si e compiaciuta di mandarmi, quanto e sottile e 

d' ottimo gusto ! tutte le mie compagne l'hanno 

ammirato. 

Lei puo esser sic ura cl1e faro ogni sforzo per 

darle ~odcli~fazione in tutto quel c:he lei m'ha 

com<' nc.;::.tci ~ La p,Hhon<t ('ella sc:ucla mi fcce jeri 

princ:ipi,m.: il 1 ic.:anw c:he a ete <li::iegnato, e mi 
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mi lusingo di pqtere terminarlo in un modo che 
re restera aggradevole. 

Seguito di far ogni mese la ricerca di tutta la 
mia roba giacche lei desidera ch'io serbi ogni cosa 
iin buon ordine. 

Voglio far nel francese progressi bastanti per 
scrivervi presto in questa lingua. 11 maestro m'ha 
dato un tema da preparar e tanto <la imparar a 
mente, che sono costretta di scrivervi piu breve 
Elel solito; ma, semi date la licenza,je vous ecrirai 
encore la settirnana prossima. Badate chere mamms 
<iii non restare s'ta sera troppo tardi ad innaffiare i 
votri fiori per paura d'aver un' infreddatura. 11 
€arteggisre con Jei · mi diletta tanto che 
con. rincrescimento terminero pregandola di 
·favorirmi di alcune righe e di credermi per 
$empre, con tenero affetto, 

Carissima Madre, 

La sua devotissima Figlia, 

RosINA G1usTINIA:NL 
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11. 

D'una Fanciulla al Fratello, toccante una sventura 
accaduta alla su(!J, Fantoccina. 

Richmond, 
ai dodici d' Aprile, 1814. 

CARO FRAT.ELLO, 

Grazie per l'ultima vostra, quando la ricevi io 
o-ro nel piu gran bisogno di consolazione. Oh! 

I 

sono certissima che compatirete al caso mio ! 
forse lei si ricorda quella bella fantoccin~ che il 
mio zio m'aveva comprata? figuratevi cosa e 
successo ! sapete quanto mi piace il vestirla; jeri 
sera mentre ch'io mi divertiva nell' adornarla, le 
mie compagne di scuola mi venero a cercar per 
andare con loro in un piccolo Bosco vicino alla 
nostra c-asa, ove si ritrovano una quantita di fra
gole. Prima di seguitarle io terminai di vestire la 
mia Bambolina, essa era tanta vezzoza, Oime ! 
pareva una Marq uesa, cosa dico ! pareva una Re
gina ! io la misi a sedere vicino alla finestra, 

mentre ch'io sarei fuori. Si figuri, caro fratello.,, 
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qual fu mio rammarico al mio ritorno, trovand 

la mia povera fantoccina nella scuola col naso 

rotto; anche, i suoi belli occhi azzuri sono rotti, i 
suoi cappelli biondi tutt' aruffatti, e la s_ua ricca 
vesta ricamata d'oro, stracciata. Oime ! credo se 

a quel momenta io avessi veduto _il maladetto 
gatto che l'avrei stracinato, credo davvero, forse ! 
forse ! gli l'avrei dato sopra benbene; se 

nostra cara Mamina me nc dia un' altra, non c'~ 

pericolo chio la lasci senza rinserarla quando 

antler' via. 

Ma questa mia sventura mi faceva dimenticare 

di dirle cbe ho coinprato per lei quantita di pie
tre curiose e di pezzetti di marmo per il suo 
gabinetto d'istoria naturale ; mi lusingo che 

l'aggraderanno. A Hei gusto di scrivervi piu lungo 

ma bisogna ch'io vadi dal maestro di mus.ica 

a cantare quel benedetto do, re, mi, fil, sol ; chs 
seccatura ! addio, carissimo fratello, credeterni 

di cuore tutta vostra ed affezionata sorella. 

RosINA G1usTINIANI . 
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D'an Fanciullo al Signor padre, toccante il suo 

ritorno alla scuola. 

Eton, 

ai dieci di Genajo, 1814. 

CARO SIGNOR PADRE, 

Per l'appunto vi sono oggi quindici giorni 

ch'io venni in scuol~ allontanandomi con sommo 

rincrescimento di lei, della mia tenera madre, e 

della nostra cara Rosinetta. 
-

Forse Vossignoria si rammenta quanto mio 

conduttore pareva stanco; in fatto,quando ci man

cava pochissimo per giungere alla casa, egli 

s'addormento affatto. Mentre ch'io faceva il cal

culo dei mesi che abbiamo da scorrere sino alle 

feste di natale, viddi ii cappello del cocchiere e la 

sua pa~rucca, portati via dal vento, senza che egli 

se n'avvedesse ; subito lo svegliai, pareva ll)ezzo

morto, pero egli ritrovo la.~ua roba. 

Con sommo piacere, caro padre, posso partec~.., 
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piarle ch'il nostro maestro e soddisfatto delia 
mia attenzione agli studj miei, e sono adesso il 
primo in luogo ; gia lei puo esser certo che Bon 
risoluto di fare quanto potro per seguitar i di lei 
consigli, rnene ricordo perfettamente sino alla 
mm1ma cosa. 

Spero che loto sono cosi bene di salute che Jo, 
son'io; ogni gio'l'no abbiamo due spasseggiate, 
e la sera dopo avere tenninato i nostri studj ci 

· divertiamo tra noi altri scolari. 
Mi raccomando alla vostra bonta, caro Papa, 

alfine che Giuseppe abbia maggior cura del mio 
caro cavallino, spero che le dara la biada regolar
mente, senza cavalcarlo, perciocche Giuseppe c 
assai di peso. 

Addio, carissimo padre ; aspettando la sua ris
posta rimango con rispettoso affetto, 

Caro Papa, 

Vostro devotissimo Figlio, 
... 

C.AltLO G1USTI NJ ANJ • . 

... 
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IV. 
D'un Fanciullo alla Signora madre, coi soliti com

plimenti, e nouvelle di scuola. 

Eton Collegii, 

ai dieci di Luglio, 1814. 

AMATA MADRE, 

Temo che lei non potra mai figurarsi quanto 

le voglio bene. Oh! quanto mi pareva strano i 
prirni giorni del mio ritorno qui, di non veder!a, 

n~ppure di sentire il suono della sua voce, ah ! 

cara mamina, con che gusto. io sentiva quelle 

belline favole che ci divertivano tanto la sorella 

ed io, partkolarmente, quelle della Didone et 

d'Andromacl1e; basta che ne narrerete dell' altre 

quando ci ri vedremo al nata le; sicche, · cara 

mama mia, badate alla vo.stra salute ! siate certis-

- sirna che voglio rnnntenere la promessa che v'ho 

fatta, che se avessi una sete forse <la beve1;e 

l'oceano, non bevero niente di freddo, aspettero 

sempre di non aver 1fru caldo, e non ma11giero 
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mai cattiva frutta, benche mi .piace tan to. Q uan

do sara affatto matura ne comprero, cOL: qu ella 

· moneta che lei m'ha regalata a ragione di tre 

so]<li ogni settimana, giacche ho detto al:a povera 

vedova ch'io le voglio sempre dar i tre 11 l t1-1 N on 

vi dico nulla intorno agli 1.niei stu<lj, perche ne 

ho informato il caro genitore da chi 1o sentirete. 

Spero ch'avete buone nouve della sorella? 

ll tempo e tanto favorevole per vostro gi3r~ino 

che mi pare vedervi d'intorno agli vos tri fiori; 

non ne abbiamo qui, e ~i spiace non potere 

mandarvi un mazetto. Se mi favorite d'una ris

posta vene saro molto tenuto ; addio, carissima. 

madre, restero sempre con tenero affettp e ris

petto, 

V ostro Devotissimo Fig1io, 

CArtLO GIUSTINIAN f. 



ITALIAN LETTERS. 1:39 

D'una Fanciulla al Signor padre, con complimenti:, 

ed una relazione de' suoi progressi 

e divertimenti alla scuola. 

Richmond, 

ai tredici di Maggio, 1811. 

CARO SIGNOR PADRE, 

lVIi rallegro di sentire dall' ultima carta che si 

e compiaciuto di favorirmi, che la sua infredda

tura e guarita e che la mia cara madre e in buo

nissima salute. 

Oime ! con qual diletto avrei accompagnato 

vossignoria in qgesta escurzione della quale mi 

fa un narrativo tanto dilettevole ! con che gusto 

io avrei cavalcato col mio carissimo Papa, eel 

avrei arnmirato questi bellissimi giardini,_quelle 

fontane, quelle bellissime statue, e finalmente 

questi rnaravigliosi quadri ! Forse m'osservcrete 

che una fanciulla non s'intende di queste belle 

cose; pero, caro genitore, gli occhj miei, ed un 

certo non so che mi fanno subito distinguerc il 
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Lello dal brutto. Senza sapere il perche, almeno 
sento l"effetto, se la rnia inesp e1 ienza e la mia 
ignoranza rn'irnpediscono di scu ·2 irne la causa. 
Giacche lei desidera saperlo, l'assicuro che fo 
quanto _posso per contentare la padrona ed i 
maestri della nostra scuola, e mi pare che eglino 
restano assai soddisfatti, ed intendo di fare una 
sorpresa alla mia madre per la musica. Mi lu
singo che se lei seguita di giocare a scacchi col 
nostro malizioso zio, essa vincera ogni giorno ; 
non abbiamo qui alcuna ragazza chi abbia voglia 
d'imparar questo bellino giuoco. Quanta pazienza 
avete avuto, Cher Papa, nell' insegnarmelo 1 

Adesso la sera quando ho terminato tutte le 
mie lezioni, il mio trastullo e particolarmente 
nel favellar colla mia fantoccina, e vestirla; a1tre 
volte mi diverto cultivando il mio piccolo giar
dino, fra poco mandero delle mie rose alla mia 
m,ama, ed a vossignoria de'll'uvaspina. 

Addio, _ caro papa, coll a speranza che lei mi 
fara il favore di scrivermi, rimango con rispet
tuoso affetto, 

Carissimo padre, 

La vostra umilissima Figlia, 

RosINA. G1usTINIANI. 
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VI. 
D'un Fanciullo alla sorella sua, colla descrizione 

d' un trastullo .~ulla Tamisi. 

Eton Collegii, 
ai venti di Luglio, 1814. 

CARA RosINA, · 

Bisogna che lei sia molto occupata alla caceia 
delle farfallette, giacche in dispetto di tutte le 
sue promesse nor_i ho ancoro ricevuto una riga 
de11a vostra bella manina. Non posso immaginare 
che gli studj di voi altre ragaz_zine in, scuola, ,si 
potr~bbero paragonare a quelli di noi dotti sco
lari ; vedete dunque, carina, da queste mie righe 
~osa e il mantener la sua parola ! pero non c'e 
gran maraviglia, essendo il vostro maggiore, se 
vi do il buon esempio. 

Domani avremo una piacevole festa, sicche ii 
nostro collegio essendo stato stabilito da' prede
cessori de] huon sovrano di questo bel paese, ci fa 
l'onore d'accordarci la sua protezione, e la sua 
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maesta ci fa ogni anno a questo mese, preparare 

una ceoa deliziosa, vicino al flume Tamigi, sopra 

il q uale verremo domani con piccole barchette; 

saremo vestiti diversamente, gli uni da marinari, 

e sono in quel nl!mero, aiem ,~ in Spagnuoli, 

Turchi, Armeniani, &cc.. con la musica. Un 

mondu di gente vengono a verderci sbarcare, e 

mangiare la nostra cena, preparata nel pratto; il 

nostro appetito e tale che in una battuta d'occhio, 

tutte queste huone cose spariscono. Dopo esserci 

divertiti un poco, ritorniamo neJle nostre bar

chette, ed andiamo tre volte a salutarc la famiglia 

reale al modo dei marinari Inglesi; quantu gusto 

avrei avuto se aveste potuto venire con i nostri 

cari genitori ! 

Sapendo quanto vi piacciono gli ucce11i, ho 

comprato per lei una passerina, e gliela mandero 

con questa mia lettera. Addia, cara Rosinetta, 

scrivetemi presto, presto; addio, saro sempre con 

sincero affetto, 

11 vostro frate1lo, 

C.ARLO G1USTINIANI, 
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CO 1\1 M ERC IAL LETTERS. 

Youth who have carefully copied the 

Models given in the early part of this 

work, and transferred their 1nanncr and 
spirit in to some of THE To Pies, as the 

efforts of their own minds, at the end, 

will be able to write Commercial Letters, 

after being a month in a Counting House, 

as well as any experienced m<:>rchan t. 
The features of a Commercial Letter 

are extreme brevity, and a cold and pre

cise attention to the ht siness in haud. 

Sentiment, choice of expression, figures 

of rhetoric, or poetical qnotations1 would 

be ridiculous and -farcical in a correspon

dence on mere business, and would su:bject 

the writer to be laughed at, and to be 

considerc<l as a pedant or a coxcomb. 

The }'Outh, therefore, who hrs acquir
ed the art of expressing his sentiments', 

feelings, _ and opinions, on mi~cellaneous 

subjects, is fully qualified for the car~ 
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xesponding department of any Counting 

House, as soon as he has learnt the 

tecJ1nical terms peculiar to the particular 

branch of !rade in which he is employed. 

Mvrti1ner's Dictionary of Commerce is 
admirably adapted to teach that technical 

language, and the general principles of 

trade; and l\1orrison's Book l( eeping, ex

hibitsl\riode1sof the small number of forms 

which trade requires; but the author, in 

order to meet what may be thought a ... 

desideratum in a work like the present, has 

subjoined a few· of the ordinary letters of 

the Counting H0\1se. 

ORDERS. 

To Messrs. A. B. and Co. 
Gentlemen, 

Please to send, as under, per first waggon, to 
your 

_ Humble serv .nts, 
X. Y. and Co. 

Northampton, 
~ May 17, 1814. 

[Then folfows the Order.] 
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To Mr. A. B. 
Sir, 

Your ·last parcel suited our market so well, that 
' we have occasion for a repetition of the quantity 
and quality at the same price ; send, therefore, 
as under, per first vessel, from Gun '\1/harf. 

We are, Sir, 
Your humble servants, 

Hull, 
May 3, 1!14. 

-X. Y. and Co. 

To Messrs. C. and D. 
Gentlemen, 

I enclose A. B. on X. Y. at 40 days, for 
·178Z. 5s. 9d. and ;H. N. on 0. P. and Co. for 
149l. Gs. at 30 days' sight, which place to the 

credit of Messrs. A. B. and Co. and please to 
11end, as under, per first ship. 

I am, Gentlemen, 
-For Messrs. A. B. and Co. 

LitJerpool, 
June 6, 1814. 

To Mr. T. C. 
Sir, 

Your humble servant.9 
T. M. 

I am desired by Mr. A. T~ to request you will 
• 
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forward by Canal, as beneath, and that you will 

take care the qualities are as per last parcel. 

I am, Sir, 
(For Mr. A. B.) 

Your humble servant, 
W.B. 

11irmingnam, 
July 3, 1814. 

ACI{NOWLEDG EMENTS. 

To Messrs. ·T. B. and Co. 
Gentlemen, 

We have given you credit for S. L. and Co. on 

T. G. for 217z. enclosed per your T. W. and are 

much obliged to you. The goods, as beneath, 

were this day sh~pped by the Betsey, Simpson, 

from Bear Key, and we hope they will please. 

We .are, Gentlemen, 

Your very humble servants, 

London, 
.Augttst 17, 1814. 

L. E. and Co. 

rThenfollows the bill of parcels.] 

[Invoice at top.] 

To Mr. R. S. 
Sir, 

1 have this day delivered, as above, at Jones'!! 
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·Waggon Warehouse, and I hope they will arrive 

safe, and give satisfaction. 

Your future favours ,will always command the 

-early attention .of 
Sir, 

Your obli-ged, humble servant, 

S. M. 
York, 

March 11, 1814. 

ADVICES. 

To Mtssrs T. lJ. ·and Co. 
Gentlemen, 

I have taken the liberty to enclose my account

for the last half year, and soliciting the continu

ance of your favours, 
I am, Gentlemen, 

Your obliged, humble servant, 

S. R, 
London, 

January 2, 1814. 

To Mr. T. W. 
Sir, 

Y. Z. on G. H. and Co. for 152l. due yester

clay, being this morning returned unpaid, with 
H2 
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~s. 6d. expences, I enclose it, and have placetl 

. the amount to your debit, being 

Sir 
. ' 

Your humble servant, 

London, 
.August l~, 1814, 

To R. Y . and Co. 
Gentleman, 

.P. '. Do 

We thank you for your obliging · order, but 
feel it necessary to advise you, for your govern
. ment, that, since our last invoice, fine -Linens 
l1ave got up three pence per yard, and we 
daily expect a further advance. 

We wait your answer before we ship,. and 

are, 
Gentlemen, 

·Your very_ hurnble ·servants, 

London, 
September 30th, '1814. 

To C. L . 
. Sir, 

L. C. and Co. 

We feel it necessary, owing to the general 
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scarcity of money in London, to remind you, 

that 628l. 3s. remains due on our last half year's. 

balance, and that we shall feel obliged by au 

early remittance. 

I am, Sir, 

(For Self and Partner,) 

Your humble servant, 
L. l\1', 

London, 

March 26, 181 4. 

To X. Y. and Co. 
Gentlemen, 

vVe have this day drawn upon· you, in three · 

oills, as under, for the amount of last invoice, 

and relying on due honour, 

We are, 

Your humble serYants, 

L eeds, 
F,ebrumy 10 J 81 4. 

T. S. Son, and Co. 

180 Os. Od. favour of A. B.-65 days. 

21! 5 0 Ditto, C. D.-40 days. 

73 1 O 6- Ditto, E. F.-2 months. 

:£456 15 6 Net Amount of Invoice. 
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To C. R·. and Co. 

Gentlemen, 

Our A. B. being on his northern journey, wil1 
1each your city about the 20th current; we have, 
therefore, taken the liberty to -enclose your ac
count, in course, and shall be ' obliged by a set 
tlement of the same, and by your further favours. 

We are, Gentlemen, 

Your very humble servants, 

!Jirn,ingharn, 
May 12, 18140 

T . W. and Co. 
~ 

I 
r 

' 

You~h designed for trade may derive 

~ome advantage fro1n fairly copying the 

preceding letters two or three times, and 

they will be able readily to transfer the 

same style of manner to any particular 

business in which they may afterwards be -

engaged. 



REAL 

LETTERS AND NOTES 
OF 

DISTINGUISHED PERSONS, 

Now first printed from the original Manuscripts. 

As many Tutors, in the form of Letters, prefer th, 

sa,nction <if. high authority, and as many compilers of 

collections of Letters lay undue stress on the epistolary 

compositions of names of celebrity, however unlike 

real life they may 1,e, the Editor has complied with 

the ftedilection in favour of such Letters; and has 

s.electedfrom his own original, and never published col~ 

lections, a variety of Letters and Notes which really 

passed between the several parties, on points of real 

iusiness, or occurrenres of real life. 

These may l;e advantageously copied by the pupil, 

/;ejore he_proceeds to the Topics, or while he is engaged 

in composing from them. 

I. 
Mr. Pitt, Prime Minister, to Mr. Wilk~ •• 

Mr. •Pitt presents his complim~nts to Mr. Wilkes, 

and is extremely obliged to him for the edition of 

Catullus, which Mr. Wilkes haa done him the honor 

to send this morning. 

Downing Street, 

15th July, 1788. 
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1I. 
Sir Joseph Banks, President ef th~ Royal Society, ti; 

John IYilkes, Esq. 

Sir Joseph Banks presents his compliments to ]\,fr. 
\Vilkes, and returns him many thanks for his very . 
obliging and agreeable present, which be shall al ways
carefully preserve as a testimony of his friendship, 
which, thongh he has had but few opportunities of 
deserving, he shall ever cherish with respec:t for supe
rior abilities, and gratitude for the enjoyment of· 
brilliant conversation. 

Soho Square> 
, July 18th, 17ss. 

III. 
From Earl Spencer to John Wilkes, Esq. 

Althorp, _ 

October 17th, 1790.· 
Sm, 

Though I have not the advantage of being personally . 
acquainted with you, I c:mnot avoid taking the liberty 
of troubling you with a few lines, to return you my 
most sincere acknowledgements for the very obliging 
manner in which you have done me the honour to 
Fiend me your beautiful edition of ~heophrastus upon 
vellum. I esteem myself peculiarly fortnnate, as 
a collector of scarce and valuable books; that in con
sequence of my having purchased Count Rinczky's 
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Collection, I am become the possessor of two books, 

not more desirable o□ account of the correctness and 

beauty of their execution, than from the name and 

reputation of their Editor, whose talents and abilities 

having already made so distinguished a subject for our 

political, must, in future, be equally celebrated by 
our literary, historians . 

I have the honour to be, 

Ynur most obedient humble servant, 

Si'ENCER. 

IV. 

Mr~ Pope .to Lady .Jllary Wortley Montagu. · 

Tuesday." 

If yonr ladyship shall 'be at- home this evening, I [ 

will take it as a favor to bring my mother to -wait on 

you. If not I 'could be very glad to wait on ,you my~ 
self in the mor~ing. Methinks I ·have Jess- of your 

company than any body else; and I have besides, 3. 

favour to beg of you,for Mr. Vernon .and myself. I , 
am truly, Madam, ,. 

Your most faithful and most 

To the Right Honourable the 
Lady Mary Wurtley; 

H 3 : 

humble Servant,·, 

: A., Fort . . 



1.54 ORIGINAL I.ETTERS 

V. 
Mr. Pope to Dr. Berkeley. 

DEAR Srn, Sunday. 

MY Lord Bishop was much conce~ned at missing 

you yesterday ; he desired me to engage you and my

self to dine with him this day, but I was unluckily 

pre-engaged. And (upon my telling him I should carry 

you out of town to-_morrow and hoped to keep you 
/ 

till the end of the week) he has desired that we will 

not fail to dine with him next Sunday, when he 

will have no other company. 

I write you this to intreat you will provide your

self with linen and other necessaries sufficient for the 

week: for, as I take you to bo the only friend I havel' 

that is above the little vanities of the town, I expect 

you to . be able to renounce it for one week, and to 

make trial how you like my Tusculum, because I can 

assure you it is no less your's, and hope you will use it 

as your own country villa, the ensuing season. 

· I am faithfulJy your's, 

T6 lli-e Rev. Mr. Berkeley:, ' A. Pon;. 
Gerard-street. 

VI , 

From Sir Horatio, after.wards Lord·Nelson, to John 

, Wilkes, Esq. Chamberlain tJj the City of London. 

Sir Horatio · Nelson presents his most respectful .. 

complimentii•, to the Chamberlain of the city of Lon

don, and begs leave to acquaint ·him. that he wiH attend 

at his office on Tuesday next, at one o'clock, unless 

~ny other hour should be more agreeable . 

Wednesday, Nov. 22, 1797. 
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VII. 

o dmiral Lord Howe to Mr. Wilkes, Chamberlain of 

London. 
Grafton Street, 

7th March, l 796. 

As Lord Howe must have appeared quite insemible 

of the delicate compliments in Mr. Chamberlain's 

address on the presentation of :the City freedom yes

terday, which his defect of hearing prevented him 

from having at that time perfectly comprehended, he 

begs to trouble Mr. Chamberlain with the acknow .. 

leclgments- he would have wished to express on that 

occasion, viz. 
u I am much flattered, Sir, by the favourable sen

., timents my worthy fellow-citizens have done mo 

" the honour to entertain of rny professional endea

u vours on the occasion "you have mentioned ; the 

" impression of which, has been increased by the 

. , assurance of your obliging concurrence in them.' 0 

VUI. 
1Varren Hastings, Esq. to. John ll7ilkes, Esq. 

P.ark Place, 29th May. 
DEAR Srn, 

I return you many thanks for the valuable present 

which i have this• moment received of your new edi

tion of Tbeophastrus. Its value to me consists in -its 

being a memorial, and not the first of the k1nd, of 

your frie.ndship. As such I shaU ever sacredly pre~ 
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ser .e it, and shall contemplate it with more pleasure -

than the perusal of it could afford to many who pos

sess the knowledge which I.have unfortunately lost, . 

if I can pretend to have ever attained it, of the, 

language,s in which its contents are writlen. 

!,have the ho9our to be, 
Dear Sir, 

Your much obliged, and 

Most faithful Servant, 

w. HAS.TINGS, -

IX. 

:lrom the Right Hon. Edmund Burke to Mr. Wilkes,, 

MY DEAa Srn, 
I come at your requisition) to the service of a cause 

rendere<l dearer to me by your accession to it. Since 

you will haye it so, I .will eat venison in honour of 

Old England ; let me know at Gei;ard-street when 

and where. You make too much of the prattle 0f . 
the world, and the effect of any opinion of mine, 

whether real or supposed. The lib.els and the pane • 

gyrics of ' the newspapers can neither frighten nor 

flatter me out of my prin9iples; but (except for 
the evil of example) it is no .matter at all if they did. 

However, since you think my appearance something, 

you shall have me in, my blue and buff; we <1ll, 
indeed, long very much to see you, and are much 

your humble servan t>. I am iust going to dine with 
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the Duke of Portland, in company with the grea: · 
American, Paine, whom I take with me. 

Ever-, my dear Sir, 
Your most faithful, affectionate frien d, 

B'.econsfield" Aug. IS, 17ss... E. BuRKE , 

X. 
Sh Robert Walpole, Prime Minister, to Mr. Wortley. 

Sm, Tuesday Morning. 
I find I shall not be able to go down to the House 

of Commons -to day as I expected; my foot swelled so . 
last night, by going up stairs yesterday to Court, that 
I must manage it to day. I was unwilling you should 
llave the -least doubt about .my readiness to receive . 
your commands, and as I cannot imagine that. a day's 
or two difference in our meeting can ,be. of any con• 
s€quence, I beg your-excuse, till I have an opportunity 
of assuring you . in person, that I am) with grea(·, 
respect , 

Srn, 

Sir, your most faithful, 
Humble Servant, 

R. WALPOLE .. . 

XL 
Jrlr. Fox to ,Sir Richard Plzillips. 

I 'received, a .few days since, your's of the 11th. I · 
am about a history of the Times immediately pre• 
ceding and succeeding the Revolution, but I have 
made yery little progres.s; and, as it is chiefly a matter 
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of amusement to me, it may be a long time before I 

publish, and, of course, the time when it may happen 

is altogether uncertain. I should, therefore, be very 

sorry to have any thing announced upon the subject 

at present. When the work is in more forwardness, 

I may give notice of it. 

I am, Sir, 

Your humble Servant, 

C. J. Fox. 
St. Anne's Hill, Wednesday. 

XII. 
The s,ume to the ·same. 

Sm, 

I received, yesterday, your's of the 27th. I am· 

sorry to say, in answer to it, that your information 

with respect to the rapidity of my progress, is wholly 

unfounded. It will be at least a year before I shall he· 

ready to publish any part of the work, and then it 

will not be, as I guess, more than one qrnuto volume, 

with a small appendix, which may be add~d _to the ,., 
volume, or. printed separately, according to the bulk 

. ·-i ' 
of the volume itself. ,:-!i~:~·A 

"' ••.'-•/4:" ~r 

I am still unengagecl with respect. to ,fp~blisher, 

and mean to remain so for some tirue~~~ t;;iiot 

given any other person any reason· to· ~fp~c~ _hat 1 
l 

,('r°},'1.::'f ;, ~- :•,.,.•' 

shall -employ tllem. · ., .;,, .· .,.., 
I' 

Iam,Sir, •:{ir 

Your obedi;'.~~ 
j~;ri·..,·~ 

i ~(~~ ~,~:J; 
St. Anne's Hill; Stmday. 
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XIII. 
The same to the same. 

Sm, 
I am exceedingly ohliged' to you for your letter, 

with the communication with respect to the late pre
tender's papers. I have often heard of them, and 
I hav.e little doubt but, if they could be obtained, they 
would prove a valuable publication. But as .I have 
many years work before me, before I can come ta the 
Brunswick reign,s, to which only, as I imagine, these 
papers · can relate ; and, as I very much doubt even 
whether I shall ever go beyond the reign of Anne, 
they are not to me particularly material. I should 
think, as you seem to do, that money would be the .... 
best [!_leans of coming at them. 

lam., Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

C. J. Fox.. 
St. Anne's Hill, Thursday. 

XIV:. 

The Duke of Bedford to the Lorcl' .Mayor of London. 

The. Duke of Bedford presents hi~ compliments 
to the Lord Mayor Elect and the Sheriffs, and regrets 
that, being unde r the necessity of leaving town on 
Monday the 9th inst. it will not be in his power to 
have the honour of waiting upon them on that day. 

Stanhope Street,-Nov. 6) 1 soz. 
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xv. 
Sir Joseph Banlr.s to the Remembrancer of London. 

Sir Joseph Banks presents his compliments to the 

Remembrancer of the City of · London,- and requests 

he wilJ do him the favour to expreas to the Lord 

Mayor Elect and to the Sheriffs, his mortification at 

finding himself unable, from the feeble state of his • 

·health, and the very strict regimen he has been .under · 

the necessity to submit to, to do himself the honour , 

of accepting their very flattering and obliging invita-.. 

tion to dine at Guildhall on the Lord Mayor's Day1 . 

Sebo Square, Nov. 7, 1807~ . 

XVL 

From Dr. Beattie to Mr. Pratt. · 

Sm, 
Be pleased to, accept of, my grateful acknowledge-· -

ments, for the honour you have done me ,in sending -~ 

m• your e::ccellent poem-on Sympathy: which ·! have ,• 

read with attention and very great plea.ure-. The ; 

language is elegant, and the numbers are harmonious; · 

the images discover a hal'PY talent for the observation 

of nature: and the general tenor-of the invention and : 

sentiments must to every reader of taste convey the 

- most favourable idea .of. the heart amd imagination of 

· the author. 

Permit me also to thank you, Sir, for the kind par

tiality with wh-ic~ you .have looked into my attempts 
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in the poetical way. The compliments you pay me, 
and my poor minstrel, are indeed far beyond our 
merit : but however much they may remind me of 
my imperfection, it is . still a most pleasing circum• .... .... 
stance to be approved and applauded by such a man 
and such a muse, as the author ef Sympathy-. I am 
sorry you took the trouble to send _a copy to my house 
in Scotland~ I have been from home these three 
months. Next week I, set out on my return. But 
wherever I am, I shall always be, with the greatest 
respect and esteem, 

Sir, . 
Your most obliged oand most faithfol servant, 

J. BEATT!K, 
London, 

June 29th, 178 I. 

XVII. 
Lord CheJt~r.field to the Rev, Mr. Berkeley. 

Sm, 
I can assur.e you with great truth that I -hardly eve1· 

wrote a letter with greater uneasiness in my life, than 
I now write this. It must be very ir-ksome• to me, to 
refuse so slight a favour as you ask, to the man in the 
world to whom I should the most earnestly-wish to 
do the most essential services. I know too that a 
refusal strikes more than all the reasons for · it, be 
they never so strong, can counterbalance. But I 
hope for more j~stice from you, when. I te}l you . 
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mme. I never spoke to Lord Bute in my life bm 

twice, and that was-six years ago, and consequently 

before he was a minister, so that I am by no means 

entitled now that he is one, to write him a letter, 

that looks the least like a recommendatory one. 

Another much stronger reason is, that s10ce his exalta

tion, I have had three .solicitations exactly the same 

as your's,and ope of them from a near relation of mine, 

which I was obiiged to refuse, partly from the above .. 

mentioned reason, and partly because I saw that they 

would grow frequent on account of my near relati@n 

to Lady Bute, to whom by the way I never spoke 

one word in my whole life. I the more easily flatter 

myself that these reasons will have weight with you, 

--- as upon my word my conscience does not accuse me, 

but tells me I am, with the truest sentiments of 

esteem and friendship, 

Bath, 

February 10th, 1761. 

Your most faithful 

humble servant, 

CaESTERFIELD. 

I beartly congratulate Mrs. Irwin upon the recovery 

of her gun dog, who was sad dog· enough to leave 

her and follow me five or siK. miles from Reading, till 

her Servant came and served him with a writ of ne 

exeat. He is a pretty springing spaniel, and I pro

posed great diversion with him for the remainder of 

the shooting season hem. 
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XVIII. 

· hilip· Dormer, Lord Chesterfield, to Aaron Hill, Esq. 

Sm, 

London, 

Oct. 27, 1747, 

As MY inclinations. have not the disposal of my 
time, I have been obliged to delay till now my ac
knowledgments of the pleasure which bolh your 
letters gave me. I immediately communicated to the 
proper persons the recipe contained in the former, and 
they arn,wered me, that the butter melted to oil was one 
of the standing medicines in their hospital, but was 

made more effectual by mixing some wax: with it. 
I entirely agree with you in thinking that there are 

many very valuable discoveries of various kinds . 

already made, which are negle~ted on account of their 
simplicity, or blasted by the interest which the pro
fession has in mystery. Mr. Boyle's little Treatis(} 

upon simple Medicines proves this truth. 
1 have read with great pleasure your tragedy of 

Julius Cresar; the sentiments are noble and just, and 

the diction worthy of your former productions; but 
yet, (to be free with you) I much doubt whether it. 

will stand representation. For you must consider tbat 
you combat notions, which, whether true or false, 
have been uninterruptedly received and entertained for 
eighteen successive centuries. Cresar has, from his 
own time to this hour, been unanimously considered 
as the destroyer. of the 1iberties of his country; and 
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thollgh I will agree with you that many -others at that : 

time betrayed those liberties as much· as Cresar did, yet , 

I confess I cannot bring myself to believe that Cresar 

intended ill. I will allow, if you please, .that Ciiesar 

was an amiable tyrant, and Brutus a most disagreeable. 

patriot-. But surely, the former was really p. tyrant, . 

and the latter a patriot. Tfiat Cresar (if I may use

the expression) was the least tyrannical tyrant that 

ever lived, I ·ascribe to bis having been the ablest • 

tyrant that ever lived. But that he had early pre

meditated and predetermined the slavery of Rome, is 

an ar.ticle of my classical . and. historical faith, which 

I have so .long ·believecJ, that nothing less than Cato's . 

or Brutus's rising from the dead, to prove the con

trary, could make me renounce it. 

However, I will own that Cresar has found a very 

able advocate in you, and that you preach your .heresy . 

in the manner which is the most likely to propagate it. 

His virtues, which undid his country, have also seduced , 

you. 

As the manuscript which you have.sent me seems -, 

to be the fair on~, I desire your instructions where, 

and to whom I am to return it. I -shall accompany it 

with my wishes, that it may have the success which I 

think it deserv~s. 

I .am, with the greatest truth and esteem, 

Sir, 

Your most faithful humble Servant, 

CJ-iESTERFIELD. 
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XIX. 
':rJr. E. Young to Mr. Samuel Richardson. 

DEAR Srn, 
April g, 1751. 

I gratefully accept the kind offer you made me of living under your roof for some days, while I transact an affair in town. I shall be with you on Monday next, God willing. That God willing, who this moment sets a thousand angels at work for my sala vation, of which I know -nothing, though they are all within me ; and should any one 0f them cease to work, it would prove the instant death of my animal :functfons ! Yet how merry should ,! make the world . 'were they to hear me say, " -If it please God ,! will • rise from my seat -;" or " -I will open my mouth ; ,, 
or " if it please God, l will set pen to paper, &c." So ignorant are our wise ones both of God and man. And now, Sir, w~ich is the most relipectable being, a monarch on ·his throne, or a beggar's brat at the 
breast, whose ignor:rn.ce is not its crime ? 

'You will say I tl'eat you very familiarly, by pe1•mitting every thought that rises in my mind to run through my pen, to the interruption of those thoughts of your's, for which I hope the world will soon be the better. Mrs. Hallows salutes you and your's. 
I am, dear Sir, 

Your much obliged 
Humble Servant, 

E. YouNa-, 
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xx. 
Lord Lyttleton to the Rev. Mr. ller-keley. 

DEAR S1R, 

Arley, 

Nov. 2s, 17sg. 

In returning you my best tbanks for your very kind 
,, 

and friendly congratulatioos on the pleasing event 

that has happened in my family, I must condole with 

you most sincerely on the melancholy situation of 

poor Miss Talbot, a situation which shews that the 

reward of the good is not in this world. I much fear 

the sad office of attending her ·n th·s state, may hurt 

.l\'Irs. Berkeley's health and your's, but I know you 

both prefer the duties of friendship to ealth itself. 

I wrote to her last post, and directed my letter to her 

in. Grosvenor-street, from whence she dated her's. If 

abe is at Mrs. Talbot's, I fear it may have mtscarried ; 

I beg you, Sir, to assure that mOf,t venerable and most 

amiable fady, your mother, of my best respects and 

1rateful sense of the kind and favourable sen iments 

she bas the goodness to express for me. 

Believe me, with the highest esteem and regard, 

Dear Sir, 

Your most obedient and affectionate 

Humble Se:::rvanr, 

LYTTLETON, 

A slight shock of -an earthquake was felt at Hagley 

and some of the neighbouring parts 011 Friday last, 
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1'.bout four in the morning. We did .not feel it at 
Arley, so my daughter escaped a fright which might 
have done .her much harm. She and her child (God 

. be praised) continue well. 

XXI. 
From Dr. Johnson to Mr. Richardson. 

December 20, 1750. Sm, 
I am desired by t'he young awhoress of these books,* 

to intreat your acceptance of a copy, for though she 
has receiv~d some compliments from her friends, she 
cannot think her success complete, unless their opi
niom is ratified by the author of Clarissa. As sbe 
certainly s·hews her jadgment l;>y this instance of 
ambition, I hepe you witl n0t deject her by refusing to 
gratify it. 

I am, Sir, 
Your humble Servant, 

5AM, JOHNSON, 

XXII . 
. From the same to the same .. 

DEAR Srn, 
March g, 1750:1. 

Though Clarissa wants no help from external sp1en~ 
d0ur, I was glad to see her lmproved in her appear.-. 

* Alluding to Mrs. Charlotte Lennox.-EDIT, 
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· ance, but more glad to -find that she was now g6t 

above all fears of prolixity, and confident enough of 

· euccess, to supply whatever had been hitherto sup• 

pressed. I never indeed heard a hint of any such 

defalcation, but I regretted· it, for though the story is 

long, every letter is short. 

I wish you would add an Index rerum, that when 

the reader recollects any incident, he may easily find 

it, which at present he cannot do, unless be knows in 

which volume it is told,; fo~·Clarissa is not a perform• 

ance to be read with eagerness, and laid, aside for ever, 

but will be occasionally consulted by the · busy, the 

aged, and the studious, and therefore I beg that this 

edition, by which .I suppose posterity is to abide, may 

·want nothing that can facilitate its use. 

DEAn Sm, 

I am, Sir, 

-Your obliged bumble Servant, 

8AM, JOHNSON', 

XXIII. 

The same to the same. 

I am extremely obtiged by the favour you have done 

me. To quarrel with what is received, because one 

does not receive more, is not justifiable. Yet I have 

almost a mind to retain these sheets. Will yon send 

me the next volume? To wish you tcr go on as you have 

begun, would to many be a very kind ,vish, but you, 
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Sir, have beyond all other men, the art of improving 
on yours~lf; l know not, therefore, how much to 
wish, as I know not how rnnch to expect, but of this 
be certain, that much is expected from the author of 
-Clarissa. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obliged humble Servant, 
8AM, JOHNSON, -XXIV. 

From the same to the same, 
DEAR Sa, 

I return you my sincerest thanks for the two volumes 
of your new work, but it is a kiud of tyrannical kindw 
ness to give only so much at a time as makes more 
·tonged for; but that will probably be thought even 
,of the whole, when you have given it .. 

I have no objection but to the p.reface., in which 
you first mention the letters as fallen by some chance 
foto your hands, and afterwards mention your health. 
as such, that you almost despaired of going through 
your plao. If you were to require my opi:nion which 
.part should be changed, I should be inclined to lhe 
suppression of that part which seems to disclaim the 
cornposmon. What is modesty if it departs from 
truth? Of what use is the disgujse by which nothing 

:is concealed? 

You must forgive this because it is meant well
and then I have another favour to ask. Mr. Marti~ 
-nelli, an Italian gentleman, who seems a man of 

I 
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merit, has on his hands two hundred sets of a large 

edition of Machiavel, which he published in Holland~ 

and wants some Booitseller to take them from him at 

a low price. If you think it convenient to recom

mend him to a Bookseller, it will be a great kindness 

to him. 

I thank you once more, dear Sir, for your books, 

but cannot I prevail this time for an Index ? such I 

wished, and still wish, to Clarissa. Suppose that in 

one volume an accurate Index were made to the three 

Works ;-but while I am writing an objection arises, 

such an Index to the three would look like the preclu-

sion of a fourth, 

for if I cannot 

injure them. 

to which I will never contribute; 

benefit mankind I hope never to 

I am, Sir, 

Your most obliged humble servant, 

SAMUEL JOHNSON, 

September 26th, 1753. 

XXV. 

From .Miss Dewes, then eight years old, afterwards 

Mrs. Port of Islam, to Mr. Samuel Richardson, 

with his answer. 
DEAR Sm, 

I am vastly obliged to you for being troubled last 

Saturday with such an imignifieant girl, and for so 

many fa ours, and pleasures, and for desiring my 

silly letters, which I shall certainly do myself the 

honour to send - you. I know I do not deserve tha t 
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'honour, but as you desired me to write, I hope you 
<lesign to make me wiser and better. 

I am, Sir, 
Your most affectionate humble servant, 

· Feb. 4, 1754. MARY DEwEs. 

XXVI. 
Answer ef Mr. Richardson. 

Sal°isbury Court, Fleet Street, 
March 5, 1754. 

How mnch, my dearest Miss Dewes, am I obl iged 
to your excellent Mamma and Aunt for permitting 
you to write to me; and to you for favouring me with 
so pretty a I tter, in pursuance of so kind a pennis,. 
s10n. 

You call yourself, · my dear, an insignificant girl, 
you cannot be insignificant while you are good . See 
you not bow your Papa;1 your Marn ma, your Uncle, 
your A unt;* eve y body, love you? -A.nd why do they , 
love you? Bee use they have hopes, from what they 

\ 

already see {)miable in you, of your daily improve-
ment; aml that: yon will more and more deserve their 
love. You, my dear . who ha s 1ch good and worthy 
Faren S1 and so excellent a-n Uncle aud Aunt, highly 
compliment me, w 1en you tell me, "you hope I 
design to make you wiser and better." Their watch
ful cares are employed for you good. · Pray to God to 

preserve them to yon : and <lo you resolve to pay a 

* Alluding to Dr. and Mrs. Delany.-Enr.r. 
12 
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.regard to their pr~cepts, and you will be wiser and 

wiser every day y0u live. Then will you be their 

delight, and the admiration of their friends and neigh

bours; who perhaps will say to their children, "see 

what a dutiful, what a justly-beloved young Lady is 

Mi$s Dewes ! Take example -by Miss Dewes ! How 

well are her parents rewarded for the pains they have 

'taken in her education ! 0 that you, my Sally, my 

Kitty, my Nancy, were like Miss IJewes !" 

And then, my dear, it will be so pretty, so delight

ful, to your parents aud friends, instead of being 

puffed-up when you hear of these praises, to have 

you &ay "J thank, my dear, my kind neighbours for 

their good opinion of me. But what do I more than 

my duty? I should have been an ungrateful child t0 

the best of parents, had I not profited by their indul

gent goodness. I will by God's grace, which I will 

.pray for morning, noon, and night, be all, and if 

possible more than all, I am thought ro be. Continue 

to love me, my dear neighbours and friends, as I will 

•endeavour to deserve your love." So resolving, so 

acting, what a oredit will you be to e-very one, who 

under the eye of yonr tender parents shall assist in 

your educatioo, as well as to them.', 0, my dear, 

how much is it in you,r power, I may venture to say, 

· •:1:o be the delight of all woo •know you; that you may 

ibe so, my dear Miss Dewes, is the prayer of, 

Your true friend and 

Affectionate humble servant, 

,S, RICHARDSON, 



OF EMINENT PERSONS. 178 

XXVII. 

Er. Markham, afterwards Archvishop ef York, to 

Bishop Berkeley. 

MY Lonn, 

I have had the honour of your lordship's obliging 

letter, and think myself much indebted to you for the 

assurance which it brings me of your favourable opi

nion; I venture to thank you for it more rea<lily, as 

having received the strongest proof of it, which one 

of your Lordship's character could e ive m e, t lie care 

of so near and deserving a son. I am \'ersua<led that 

his doing wtll is the greatest obj r> ct of your worldly 

wishes. I hope and I think -your care will not be 

disappointed ; from the acquaintance which I have 

had with young men, I know how dangerous it is to 

pronounce concerning them, but I can venture to 

say, I never met with one who seemed to have re

ceived such strong impressions of religion and virtue. 

As far as I am concerned in tbis good work, your 

Lordship may depend on my best endeavours, both on 

Mr. Berkeley's own account, and because I shall be 

happy in contributing a little to the satisfaction of one 

who deserves so well of mankind. I am much 

ebliged to those whose kind report of me has intro

duced me to your Lordship's notice, and consider this 
opportanity as one of the fortunate accidents of my 

life. I hope the journey and change of air will give 

you that increaie -of health and spirits which every 
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good patriot wishes you, and am witb great truth7 

your Lordship's 

Most obedient and 

Obliged Servant., 

WILLIAM MARKHAM. 
t>xford, June 12th, 1752. 

XXVIII. 

Dr. Horne, Bishop of Norwich, to the Rev. Mr. 
Berkeley. 

lWY DEAR FRIEND, 

Bath, 
May 28, 1791. 

In negotiations of the matrimoni-al kind., multa 
,adunt inter, Esc.* and therefore I think it bett~r to 
say nothing of the matter till the newspapers tell 
every _body at once that the thing is done, and there's 
an end of it. I always desired my girls to secure 
three points in a husband, good temper, good sense, 
and good principles; if they met with a good person 
and a good fortune, they might be thrown in, and no 
harm. In the present instance, as far as I can judge, 
we are well off throughout, and all parties pleased, 
and so God bless them ! To see a little of the world 
before they settle, they are gone for three or four 
months upon the continent. We must therefore wait, 

* Many things fall between the cup and the lip. 
EDIT, 
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I believe, for a slice of right national, for they set off 

upon the evening of the weJ<liog day) anr1 1 bt> rrusty 

Betty, on her return tu Eltb <1 m, de!Joc;c>d l~i :1t she had 

seen them undt>1 sail for I he coast of F ranee. Best 

thanks to Mrs. Berkeley for her \'ery kind leller, 

which bas found its way hither. My \.\ife i:, passing 

a few clays at Otbam, after the hun y and heat of 

Sackville~~ rreet. I bless God the waters and weather 

here carry me on charmingly ; I write you see, nearly 

as well as ever I did, and as to utterance, hope to be 

a match for ·Nc.1 wich cad1e<lral, by the end of July, 
I 

hen I am eng::iged there for the infirmary. Once a 

year, by G0d ·s blessing, I purpose to refresh nature at 

Ba_rh, and keep things going. I hope \\-hen we can 

get rid of these cold winds, Mr. Be1 keley 's gout 

will melt away like ice i,1, the fair warm weather. 

The doctors want m e to have a fit, but I wish to leave 

that matter to God's good providence. I soothe my 

mind, and settle my te ni per, every n.ight, with a Jage 

or two of Boxxy * and always meet with ~o.nethin5 t0 

the purpose- my sleep is sweet after it. 

God bless yo\il all-so prayetb my dear friend, 

Your affectionate friend and servantp 

G. Nu.B.WICH. 

* Alluding to Boswell's Life of Johnson just then 

published,-EDIT. 



17 OR.lGINAL LETTER 

XXIX. 
Dr. Robert Smith, author of the Elements of Gptic.J, 

to Dr. Berkeley; Bishop of Cloyne. 

MY LORD, 

Tbis is to thank your Lordship for your presents of 
the Analyst, and of the defence of it ; and to ask 
pardon for so late an acknowledgment of the former. 
As to the answer to the Analyst, which your lordship 
seems to impute to a Cantabrigian professor, I must · 
assure you for my own part, (and dare almost venture 
to answer for my brethren) I am so far from being the 
author of it, that I had not the least knowledge ol 
any such design till I saw it in print ; nor was it sent · 
to me as a present from the author, but I bought it of 
my bookseller. Your Lordship will pardon me if I 
seem to be too solicitous in clearing myself from this 
imputation. I have lived and conversed in a friendly 
manner above 20 years in_ one of the most eminent 
societies of divines ; I have lately received many 
person;l favours, and public civilities from your Lord• 
ship's bands, and have frequently mentioned them with 
pleasure. Have I not reason, then, to be concerned, 
if after all this I should be thought capable of allow• 
ing myself those liberties which Philalethes has taken 
with your Lordship. I don't understand, indeed, how 
your Lordship can take me to be Philalethes, who has 
expressly declared himself an utter stranger to your 
pers01i, but others who are ignorant of this circum-
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atance, and have any such suspicion of me, I fear will 
be quite confirmed in it by that expression of your 
Lordship's which I hinted above. I guess from what 
ground such suspicion may have risen. About a year 
ago I printed some remarks upon your theory of 
vision, which having been talked of, I suppose, amon~ 
my friends, may probably have been mistaken by 
others for the answer to the Analyst. If this be the 
case, it is indeed a misfortune, but not a fault of 
mine; and when my remarks are made public., I 
am sure your Lordship will find no cause to complain 
that I have not treated you with respect and good 
manners. 

I am, my Lord, 

Your Lordship's most obedient 

And most humble Servant, 

ROBT. SMITH, 

eambridge, 24th March, 1734. 

Your Lordship will observe I-don't hereby in the 
least enter int0 the merit of the dispute between 
your Lordship and Philalethes. Be pleased to present 
my very humble service to your good lady, and to 
Master Harry. I was at Tunbridge Wells again last 
year, and found much benefit by the waters, but was 
very sensible of the want of the same good company, 
r enjoyed there before. 
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XXX. 

Mrs. Montagu to Mrs. Berlleley. 

Sandleford, Sept. 11th. 
DEAR MADAM, 

I am apprthensive I must have· appeared" so unwor

thy of the honour you did, :rnd the favour you intended 
me, that you will hardly deign to cast your eyes on my 
apology ; indeed, I should -not have courage to inter
cede for pardon, if I was not conscious that my offence 

was involuntary. The obliging and polite letter you 

did· me the ' honour to send me by Mr. Berkeley, was 
not delivered till tbe day before I left London, to 
which place I did not return till the day before my 
nephew Montagu's marriage, and he and his bride 
accompanied me to this place on the wedding day. If, 
my dear Madam, you· have supposed I could receive 

with insensibil.ity the flattering marks of your's and 

Mr. Berkeley's partial opinion of me, or be indifferent 
to the pleasure of becoming acquainted with a person 

of his character, you hive done me great injustice. 

I confess I ought to have returned thanks for your 
letter, though I could not avail myself of the kind 
intention with which it was written, but that the St. 
Anthony's fire which I had in my face last spring, 

left such a weakness in my eyes, that writing has been 

'fery painful to me ; and from the first report of my 

:nephew's marriage, till some weeks after it took place"" 
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I had such an inundation of congratulatory letters, 

pouring in upon me from all quarters of the world, 

that I hardly knew how to answer them. If I !1ad 

been going to London even 'for so long as a week, I 

would have endeavoured to have begun my acquaint

ance with Mr. Berkeley, but as I only staid one day 

there, it was impossible for me to have that pleasure ; 

but I hope that as soon as I am settled in Port• 

man-square for the winter, he will afford me the plea

sure of his society very often, t make me amends for 

the mortification I have suffered by the long delay 

which lias happened. His great personal merit and 

character, and heredit~ry fame, will make me very 

impatient to begin an intimacy which promises so 

much honour and pleasure to me. I bel.ieve I shall 

go to London early in November, unless a friend of 

mine, who is in a bad state of health at Bath, should 

wish to have rne there for some time. Mr, Berke~ 

ley's bookseller did not execute his orders; so that I 

have not had the pleasure of seeing his Maria. I 

recollect having heard it spoken of with great -com

mendation, but I read so few of the new publications, 

that, unluckily for me, I never got it, bu_t I ordered a 

bookseller some time ago to send it with some other 

books, and expect it every day, for your acquainting 

me with the author gives [11e coufidence in the merit_ 

of the work, and made me impal ient to read it .. 

JndLilgepce is ~pt to create pre4umptjon ; will you. 

:net, therefore) forgive me, if I cannot resist this oppor,4' 
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tunity to beg that if Dr. Berkeley and you come to 
London in winter or spring, you will have the good
ness to inform me where I may have the honour _of 
waiting on you. My best compliments attend Dr. 
:Berkeley and Mrs: Berkeley. 

With the greatest respect, 

I am,. dear Madam, 

Your most obliged and obedient . 

Ramble Servant, 
E. MoNTAGU, 

XXXI. 

Prom Lady Mary Wortley Montagu to Mr. Wortley·.-

Avignon, 

Jan. 10, N. S. 
I return you many thanks for the trouble you havct· 

taken in sending me Miss Fielding's books, they: 
would have been much welcomer, had they been 
accompanied with a letter from yQurself. I received · 
at the same time, (which was but two days ago) one 
from Mr. Muilman, who informed me that you were 
at the Waters of Pyrrnont; the date is so old, I sup
pose you hav_e long since returned to England. I hope 
your journey has- been ra-thef for pleasure than neces
sity of health ; I suppose your travelling, (ef which 
I never had any notice from you) has occasioned th.t: 
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miscarriage of the many letters I have written to you. 
I directed them all tG> Cavendish Square, (which per

haps you have left) excepting the last which I en• 

closed to my daughter. I have never heard from her 

since,. nor from any other person in England, which 

gives me the greatest uneasiness; but the most sensible 

part of it is in regard to your health, which is truly 

and sincerely· the dearest concern I have in this world. 

lam very impatient to leave this town, which has· 

been highly disagreeable to me ever since the beginM 

ning of this war, but the impossibility of returning 

into Italy, and the law in France which gives to the 

King all tbe-~ffects any person deceased dies possessecl 

of, and I own that I am very desirous my jewels, and 

some little necessary plate that I have bought, should 

be safely delivered into your hands, hoping yon will be 

so good as to dispose of them to my daughtir. The 

Duke of Richelieu flattered me for some time, that 

he would obtain for me permission to dispose of my 

goods, but has not yei done it, ancl you know ·the 

uncertainty. of court promises. I beg you to write, 

though it is but two lines; 'tis now many monthm-, 

since I have had the pleasure of hearing from you. 
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XXXII. 

Lady Mary Wortley,. Montagu ,o M~. 'frVortleg; 

Dijon, 

Aug. 22, N. S. 
This is a very agreeable town, and I find the air agree 

with me extremely. Here is a great deal of good 
company, and I meet with more civilities than I had 
any reason to expect;. I should like to pass the winter 
herl'." if it ·was not for the Pxpence, but it is utterly im
possible for me to iive decently within my allowance . 

. l have been. ent€rtained by all the considernblc people, 
French and E11~l1sh, and can bave no excuse for not 
returning tbeir courtesy ; but beLI1g on the road, the 
lodgings are excessiyely dear, and every thing else in 
proportion. 

L01.J Mansel has been so particularly obligiHg to me, 
that if you see bim ,. or i\1rs. Blackwood bis mother, 
I thiuk it would be prope r t-o give him thanks ; I did 
not mention it in my },1 st letter,. because I thought 
you might be alarmed, and I hoped it would be over 
before I wrote agat □J as it now is-but I was then in 
some difficulties. I believe I rold you in my last, I 
accidentally met Lady Peterborough at St. Omers, by 
going lo the same inn where ~be lodgf'd ; we snpped 
together, and in disccorse I told her I bad broL1ght 
guineas.,.,·itli me frnrn England; sbe 2.Psured me they 
would _;,ot pass without a loss., and in going from 
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Flanders to France, if I was searched, all foreign 

money might"be seized; she offered me the assistance 

of ber banker, whom she immediately sent for ; he 

confirmed what she said, but told me be would give 

me a bill on Mr. Waters at Paris, which w uld be 

paid at sight in any town in France ; not knowing 

how to do better, I accepted of this expedient, only 

, reserving in money what was necessary for my jour

ney to Dijon, which was at an end as soon as I arrived 

here. I gave my bill the next morning to my land

lord, to carry to the chief banker of the town ; he 

came back very blank, saying the banker knew neither 

Mr. Waters, nor the person who had drawn upon 

him, and that he could advance no money till the 

--return of 1-etters from Paris, which would be at least 

eigf t ,~ays. I suppose Lord Mansel heard of this 

disaprointment by the landlord, and without mention

ing it to me, went immediately himself to 1be banker, 

and passed his word for whatever sum I pleased to 

take up, and then came to wait on me, and told me 

with great respect what he had done, and desired me 

to make use of his credit. Tho,ugh I am sensible he 

acted thus by the direction of his Gover.nor, who came 

with him to see me, and is a very reasonable man, yet 

I think it deserves some acknowledgment, thongh I 

cliu not judge it fit to make use of it, chusing rather 

to live a few days. upon trust-my bill was accepted 

at Paris, and paid me here last Sunday. I think now 

iilf moving very soon., but am yet undeterm ined as to 
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my place of residence ; I receive as many different 
councils as I see people; what I would avoid are the 
crowds of English who are spread aB over France. -
A daughter of Lord Bathurst's is here (Mrs. Whit• 
cote) and has entertained me. 

XXXIII. 

Mr. Pope to John Cary_ll, Esq. 

DEAR Sin, 

London, 
March 1, 1712. 

J. take the opportunity of a fit of the head-ache, 
w·hioh confines me to my chamber, - to enjoy the · 
pleasure at least, of writing to you. Most men in 
this town are every where but at their own houses; 
-and mind every thing but their own ,business. Infected 
with this humour, I -here saunter my time away in 
every thing· but just what I should think of, and be 
employed in ; I am talking whole days to men I have 
no value for, and neglect writing to those for whom 
I have the greatest ; I am carrying 011 the ceremonials 
of civility, anJ forgetting the essentials of friendship. 
But sickness, which often rnakes us regard our duty 
when nothing else will, has now rhat good effect upon 
me-, that 'tis literally in sober sadness I assure you how 
truly I love you. This alone is a sufficient reason to 
me, not to wonder in the least that you have so long 
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denied me the pleasure of a line, that you are in com

pany you like; while I would have you take it for a 

reason for my silence, that I am in company I do not 

like (generally speaking). Were it not for the hours 

I pass with Mr. Cary1l every day, I should be wishing 

for my shades and solitude again ; and 'tis no com

plimeut to - t ,lf you, that the greatest pleasure I have, 

is in the same place where I feel the greatest concern, 

the one in bis conversation, and the other in his con

finement. I heartily wish him in health, though it 

be at the expense of losing him, and though rather 

than lose him, I would lose my own health. 

-Being conscious that I have nothing to say worth 

hearing, lbope this epistlewill find you in the properest 

place, at a vacant hour, and at your full ease, in the 

castle ; you may there open it instantly and oppor

tunely ;. but I -should be much concerned if at the 

arrival of it you should leave off a game at shuttle

cock, or any such important employments as I hear 

you are taken up with. Indeed, should the bell be 

just ringing to prayers, I might hope you would not 

only prefer the perusal hereof to any such foreign 

avocation, but even read it twice,. or perhaps thrice: 

over, leisurely and patien_tly. 

I w3s in hopes of seeing you some ·time this winter

in town, and am sorry you are so obstinately bent 

in defrauding it of your company/'. There are many, 

dozens of melancholy ladies more this winter· here 

than there were the last, when they had your regards~ 
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Since you will needs be in the right- befor~ yonr time7 

and be so wise at five-and-twenty as t <) love yuu 1~dy, 
I beg it of your humanicy to rec0mmencl me w o. e or 
two dozen of them, which will -&e1 c ny ord·1,-; ry 
occasions well emrngh : but if you k1 <JW c~t' ar
ticular nymph that can carry herself aud me, better 
than usually, whom you can give n~on your word, 
pray acquaint me, that I may wear her chain forth
with ; I fancy rnj, size and abilities r.iay qualify me 
to match her monkey very well. But let me know 
thi-sJ I beg of you, by the very first post,,. for fear my 
ardour and inclinati-on should be quite gone before 
hand. 

To be serious, dear Sir, I very much desire to hear 
from you, upon any subject whatever, nor let it be ;:m 
excuse hat you. have little to say, aft€r su-Gh stuff as I 
ruwe sent yoa. The most wekoLDe thing yon can 
possibly say, is ·that you are so good a-. to be a friend 
to me, -and to take in good part the freedom I use with 
you, as well as the profession I shall ever be proud 
to make, of my betng, with all real affection and 
sincerity, and without all punctilio or compliment, 

Dear Sir, 

Your most faithful 

and obedient humble Servant.11. 

A Por.e~ 
To John Caryll, jun. Esq. 

at LadyhoLt, in Sussex.. 
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XXXIV. 

The same to the same. 

DEAR Sm, Bi11field, Oct. 14, 1712. 

Though I wrote to you but the last post, I shall not 

pretend I am ashamed or concerned to trouble you so 

soon again, as the common phrase is, since (to speak 

fairly) no man,. not you yourself, can at every hour be 

so well employed, but that you may look over a letter 

without much Joss of time, though of ever so small 

moment; And, indeed, the making of apologies is 

only an art people have found out to be impertinent 

twice, under pretence of understanding that they 

have been so once. How soon Mr. Caryll may return 

from abroad I cannot tell, and I send the enclosed now 

that he may n0t t-ie the last man. that knows how 

grateful his two most kind letters were to me. Me

thinks I may be admitted to tulk to him upon paper 

now, though possibly he may not hear me these three 

weeks; as well as I talk and converse with you all, 

almost every night in my sle~ping dreams, no less than 

every day in my waking ones. As the prospect and 

scenes of Ladyholt have something visionary in them, 

even when I really see them, so methinks- my very 

ideas, and traces of memory, in what relates to _your 

family, have something so like reality, that the bare ' 

remembrance is more lively and agreeable than the 

present fruition of all other conversation. 

But what particularly moves me to accost yon so 

presently a second time, is a period or two of yom• 



] 88 ORIGINAL LETTERS 

most pleasing letter, which demands another sort of 
reply than was any way of a piece with the idle raillery
and frank impertint>nce of my last, It is no affec
tation to say, that when I write to some few in the 
world, whom I love too well to be always telling 
them so, my soul flows out in every word, without 
the le:-ist sh'.ldow of ar t or thought, my natural 
humour takes it course, and whe!her I am gay, or 
unec1 sy, I write myself out to the end of the paper, 
just as r then a 1. In n } ]a§t, I had a whimsical fit 
upon me, which might proceed from the good humour 
of two letters from Mr. Caryll, and one just arri ed 
from you, had spread over me; and I was so pleased 
with your kind exprec,i,ton of friendship, as to forget
even to tba11k you for them. It is not very natural 
for a man to m:-ike a fine bow to a fair mistress, just 
after she has granted him the highest favour ; there is 
an abruptness in true gratitude; we swallow the kind
ness whole which we greedily receive, and express our 
sense of it a! leisure afterwards. Be then assured, Sir, 
in one word, that I really value you, and heartily love 
you; that you was not mistaken in what ou. are 
p1eased to say you observed of my manner of taking 
leave of your family, which indeed was not void of 
some confusion, as well as concern. For, in truth, 
I cannot but feel some confusion when I am semible-
of nn obligation which I know I can po way return ; 
and it is in those moments only that I could curse my 
narrow fortun~, and repine at frovidence. All things 
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else I am pretty easy under, ,even under lllJ uries or 
calumnies (some of which kind I have been lately a 
sufferer by, and from a certain lady you and I talked 
of). But two lines of that admrrable master of hu
man life, Horace, are sufficient (well considered) at 
any time to comfort a man in those circumstances. 

FaJsus hoNor ju vat, et mendax infaroia terret, 
Quern ? nisi menclosmn, et mendacem?* 

As I shall ever wish for what may be pleasing to 
you, so I hope you have by this time the company of 
Mr. Stafford, for whom the extreme friendship you 
professed, together with a certain je ne srai quoi in the 
'looks o( that gentlem!in, which ·bespoke an unusual 
benevolence in me at first ,sight towards him, have 
imprinted in me a -strang-e desire to be happy in his 

-acquaintance. As it is natural Jar men who enjoy but 
-little present happiness, to let their thoughts run for-
wards to some other in reversion, so I cannot but hope 
it may not be impossible for us to ,meet some time 
this winter in London, and {if you will be &o kind to 
give me notice) your time shall be mine, since I never 
go thitlfor for any other business than to find those I 
love-of which number I beg you to think none has 
a greater share than yourself, ·in the sincere affection 
:ind esteem of., 

Dear Sir, 
Your most faithful and obedient Servant, • 

A. PoPE. 

·* False honour aids, and calumny deters, uone but 
the vicious and t-he liar.-EDlTO.R, 
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XXXV. 

From the same to the same. 

Nov. 8, 1712. 

DEAR Sm, 

. There is a passage in your last letter which I may 
reasonably s.iy makes it the kindePt I ever rec~ived; 
but as people are never more apt to take little excep
tions than when they love most, so there are two 
things in your's which I will blame no further th an in 
b~re1y rnentio ·. iDg them. That eotnpliment you pass 
upon my wit, as if I wrote rather to sooth my wn 
vanity, than to prove my affection; and the excnse 
you seem to make for not writing sooner; as if I 
pretended to so ridiculous a dominion over your time, 
or expected you to be very punctual, •. iere you are 
not in <leht. One might as well be displeased at the 
sun for not shining out every day we wou d wish him 
to do so, though l1e be always serviceable to us •hen 
m o t he seems retired ; as at a friend, rho is ever in 
a kind dispc;~ition towards us, for not mani fes ting it 
every day by writiug. But if th inclination of a 
fri€nd towa~ds us, and his hare good will and bene-

, volence, be ever to lee acknow e<lged , how much 
more th At convincing rhetoric of action. ; an pro
tection ! which yoo so gallantly slur over with the 
g11y term of wrescling for a friead -~ But consider,. 
·Sir, your person and limbs are not absolutely your 



OF EMINENT PERSONS. 19 1 

-own, there is a lady has her part-in them, who would 
· lament much mo;e, if but a nerve of your's were 
sprained, than all the friends I have would ever do, 
though my brains were beaten out. For (to tell you 
the plain truth) this is tbe opinion I entertain of 
almost all those who generally are styled such in the 
world ; our nominal, unperforrning friends ! - As •for 
my own part, whom have I been ever able to oblige ? 
whom hav~ I ever served to that degree ? by what 
righ t or merit can I pretend to expect a signal service 
from any man ~ I am seri(rnsly far from imagining, 
that becl'! use people have twice or thrice been civil to 
me, they are bound al ways to serve me ; the prior 
obligation was mine, not theirs. Or (if they like my 
poetry) that because they Laugh with me, they will 
therefore cry for me. But_I must be content to take 
my fortune) with all my own sins upon my ow n head. 
Sir Plume blusters, I hear; nay, the celebrated lady 
herself is offended, and which is stranger, not at her
self but me; _Mr. W. {they say) is gloomy upon the 
matrer, the tyrant m editates revenge, nay the dis
tressed dame herself has been taught to . suspect I 
served her but by halves, and without prudence. Is 
not this enough to make a man for the future nei ther 
presume to blame injustice, nor pity innocence; as in 
Mr. W .'s case , to make a w riter never be tender of 

. another's character or fame ? as in . Belin<la's. To 
act witfu more reserve, and write with less ? I have 
.mother storm too) rising from the bigots~ the most' 
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violent of animals, on the score of not having altered 
some true lines in the second edition of the Essay on 
·Criticism. Yet (as to the two first quarrels) I can 
be satisfied in my conscience of having acted with 
honour, and (as to the last) I dare stand to posterity 
in the character of an unbigotted Roman ·Catholic and 
impartial critic.; :J: dare trust future times) and lie down 
contented under -the impotence of my prese11t cen~ 
surers. As to my writings, I pray 'Ciod they may never 
have other enemies than those they have yet met with; 
whicil are, ·first, priests, ·secondly women, (who are 
the .fools of priests) and thirdly beaus and fops (who 
are the fools of women). 

You see, I write in some heat; but I would not do 
so, if I bad ·not a great op.inion of thii friendship of 
l1im to whom 1 write. This frankness, the more 
indiscreet it is., is the more an act of trust in me to 
you. My temper is really a little sowered by all this, 
and yet more by a piece of •surprising news Mr. South
cote yesterday _sent me, that the wicked scribbler of 
the Inying Po1at has · maliciously reflected upon Mr. 
Cary 11, on account of his crossing the seas at this time. 
Whether ·he is yet returned I know not,-but if he be, 
I beg you to offer him my utmost service (if he can 
think me capable of any) with the only weapon :l 
have, my pen, in reply-to, or raillery upon, that scoun
drel ; and in whatever -metho<l he thinks most proper. 
I am on fire to snatch the first opportunity I ever had 
,of doing something {at least endeavouring to do some .. 
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thing) for your father, and my friend. I hope he is 
not now to be told with what ardour I love, and with 
what esteem I honour him, any more than you how 
siacere]y and affectionately I shall ever be, 

Dear Sir, 

Your most faithful, obedient, 

and obliged humble Servant, 
To John Caryll, jun. Esq. at A. Porx . 

Ladylwlt, in Sussex. 

XXXVI. 
Mr. Pope to Mr. Caryll. 

Binfield, Dec. 5, 1712. 
DEAR S'rn, 

While you are pursuing the sprightly delights of 
the field, springing up with activity at the dawning 
day, rouzing a whole country with shouts and horns, 
and inspiring animals and rationals with like fury and 
ardour; while your blood boils in every vein, your 
heart bounds in your breast, and as vigorous a con
iluence of spirits rushes to it at the sight of a fox, a5 
Gou]d be stirred up by that of an army of invaders ; 
while the zeal of the chase devours the whole man, 
and moves him no less than th~ love of our country., 
or the defence of our altars could do.-While, I say, 
(and I think I say it like a modern orator, conside11ing 
the length of my period and the little sense that is to 
follow it)-while you are thus employed, I am just in 
the reverse of all this spirit and life, confined to a 
narrow closet, lolling on an arm chair, noddi!'lg a,way 

K 
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my days over a fire, like the picture of January in an 

old Salisbury Primer. 

It is a serious truth I tell you, when I say that 

my days and nights are so much alike, ·so equally 

inserisible of any moving power but fancy, that I have 

sometimes spoke of things in our family as truths and 

real accidents, which I only dreamt of; and again, 

when some things that actually happened came into 

my head, have thought (till I enquired) that I bad 

only dreamt of them. This will shew you how little 

I feel in this state either of pleasure or pain ; I am 

fixed in a stupid settled medium between b6>th. 

What you mention of the satisfaction I may take in 

seeing an enemy punish himself and become ridicu

lous by attacking me, I must honestly tell you is, and 

can be, none to me. I can hate no man so much as 

to feel a pleasure in what can possibly do my person 

no good, his exposing himself. I am no way the 

wiser for another's being a fool, and receive no addi

tion of credit from another's loss of it.-As to the 

other case which you own would give a man the 

spleen, (the being misconstrued by the very people 

we endeavour to serve), I have ever made it my 

fixed m·axim never to seek for any thing from a good 

action, but the action itself, and the conscious pleasure 

-of a sincere intention. 

I beg you to believe I am very sensible of your 

good will towards me, which you express so much in 

taking notice of every thing which I seem roncerned 
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a!)o□ t. I could be very glad to be with you and Mr. 

Stafford at Finden, though I verily believe you would 

run away from me a-s fast as your horses could carry 

you. Besides two accidental reasons that make me 

very desirous of knowing Mr. Stafford, (one, that he 
is much your friend, and the other, that I have par

ticular obligations to his father) 1 have a general one, 

which is likewise a very strong inducement; that 

universal good character which I find he has, even 

among people that scarce commend any man. I mak 
him no compliment when I say, that I have beard the 
vain commend him for his modesty, and the drunkard 

for his temperance. And a man in these clays must 

have excellent qualities indeed, who gains the e3teem 

of the world, without complying with its vices ancl 
follies. I am, with all truth, most heartily, 

Dear Sir, 

Your affectionate and 

_ obliged Servant, 

A. PoPP . 
To Mr. Caryll, jun. at Find-en. 

XXXVII. 
The Earl of Chatham to Lord Cardross. 

Burton Pyn,ent, June 26, 1766. 
MY DEAR Lonn, 

The honour of your very obliging remembrance~ 
and the kind part you are so good as to take in a iiealth 

of little use but to the owner) are too inleresting to 
K2 
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my feelings for me ·not to embrace, •with particular 

pleasure, the occasion of renewing to Lord Cardross 

the assmanees of esteem and affection, and of r:eturn

ing him many sincere acknowledgments. 

My health has been, I thank God, better than usual 

since I came here, the air of this place agreeing with 

me. I am much grieved to hear so unfavourable an 

account of Lord Buchan's health, which I hope is 

much better than when your lordship writ, and for 

the perfect and speedy recovery of which, I offer the 

most cordial wishes. 

Though I have not the honour to know the person 

of Sir James Stuart, I am far fr~m being a stranger to 

the reputation of that gentleman's learning and abi

lities. What then must I do, but feel in all its extent 

the honour of such a suffrage, and blush to think how 

poorly a man in_ St. Stephen's chapel classes with the 

noble wonders of Italy. I am anxious to hear more 

of the harmless giants of Patagonia; as for the figu

rative and less innocent giant of Africa., the conque

ror, with bis Arabic secretaries at war, I wish him and 

his triumphs as far as may ·be from our ports. 

I beg to present my respectful compliments to Lord 

Buchan, and to ass_ure your lordship of the perfect 

esteem and consideration with which I arn, 

My dear Lord, 

Your most obedient, humble Servant, 

, V ILLIAM PITT, 

Lady Chatham desires her best compliments to Lor<!! 

.Cardross. 
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XXXVIII. 
Earl Camden to Mr. Almon. 

Sm, 
I am indebted to your obliging correspondence for 

many letters, and a great deal of interesting intelli

gence during the alarming period when the nation wa~ 

astonished at th~ appearance of the combined fleet off 

Plymouth; but I doubt whether I shall easily obtain 

your pardon for h:1ving waited so long before I ac

knowledged your several favours. It was some time 

before I knew how to direct to you, for Sidmouth was 

no market town, and till I received your last letter, 

did not know it was near Honiton; besides, as your 

letters contained only intelligence, I wished for an 

opportunity of paying you in kind by some information 

from this side of the country, if I could have obtained 

it ; but now since the fleets have disappeared, and the 

common opinion is, that we shall hear no more of 

them this year, I shall wait no longer, but return my 

best thanks for your communications, and beg you 

will excuse my tardiness, and impute it to any other 

cause than neglect or indifference. I wish your busi

ness, or the health of your family, or any other cause, 

had called you nearer London, to have given me an 

opportunity of a personal acquaintance, instead of this 

distant conversation by the means of an imperfect 

correspondence, and to have known more fully your 

sentiments upon the political state of Ireland, which 

I presume will make an important part of our busi

ness next session. Do you intend to publish that t,ract 
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upon the commerce of that country that you favoured 
me with the sight of? I think it would be seasonable 
and useful. I am happy to concur with all your ideas 
upon that subject, and tha t makes me very desirous of 
further instruction, for he who h:-is for so many years 
applied his thoughts to one great ob~ect, must be the 
best judge of what measures are the likeliest to attain 
it. If I have the happiness to bear from you, I pro
mise to thank you for the favour by a speedy answer, 
and in the mean time, beg leave to assure you, that 
I am, 

With the greatest respect, 
Your most obedient faithful Servant, 

Camden Place, Sept. 19, 1779. CAMDEN , 

XXXIX. 

The Earl of Sandwich to Edward Wortley, Esq. l'vl, P. 
DiAR Sm, 

I beg pardon for troubling you, but knowing your 
inclination for the public good, and being in relation. 
to an affair in which our Board is concerned, I hope 
you will excu·se the liberty I take to inform yon, that 
there is a motion made this day in the House, for an 
address to the King, to order the Lords of the Admi
ralty to examine Admiral Mathews and Lestock, and 
report the issue of their examination to the House ; 
how far this is intended to distress us I do not know, 
but am much of opinion it is calculated for that pur-
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pose; if you should think the affair \VOrthy your 

attendance, you would infinitely oblige, 

Your most obedient, 

and most humble Servant, 

SANDWICH, 

Admiraity Office; Wednesday, 3 o'clock, 

March 6, 1745. 

XL. 

Letters from Mr. Addison to Mr, Wortley. 

DEAR Sm, July 23, 1700. 

I am now at Chateau Dun, where I shall expect 

your company, or a letter from you, with some impa

tience. Here is one of the prettiest views in the 

world, if that can tempt you. and a ruin of about 

fourscore houses, which I know you wonld think a 

pleasanter prosper.t than the other, if it was not so 

modern. The inhabitants tell you the fire, that has 

been the occasion of it, was put out by a miracle, 

and that in its full rage, it immediately ceased at the 

sight of him, that in his life time, rebuked the 

winds and the waves with a look. He was brought 

thither in the disguise of a wafer, and was assisted, I 

don't question, with several tuns of w:.ter. It would 

have been a very fair occasion to have signalized your 

holy tear at Vendome, if the very sight of a single 

drop could have quenched such a terrible fire. This 

is all the news I can write you from this place, 
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where I have been hitherto taken up with the cord
pany of strangers that lodge in the same inn. 

I shall hope to see you within about a week hence, 
though I desire you not to hasten against your own 
inclinations, for much as I esteem your company, I 
cannot desire it unless it be for your own conve
nience . 

I am, dear Sir, 
Your very faithful, humble Servallt, 

Aux trois Rois a Chiteau Dun. J. ADDISON. 

XLI. 
Mr. Addison to Mr. Wortley ; 

DE.A.JI. Sm, , 
I am just now- arrived at Geneva by a very trou• 

blesome journey over the Alps, where I have been for 
some days together, shivering among the eternal 
snows. My head is still giddy with mountains and 
precipices, and you cannot imagine how much I am ,. 
pleased with the sight of a plain, that is as agreeable to 
me at present as a shore was about a year ago after our 
tempest at Genoa. During my passage over the 
mountains, I made a rhyming epistle to my Lord 
Halifax, which, perhaps, I will trouble you with the 
sight of, if I don' t find it to be nonsense upon a 
review. You will think it, I da_re say, as extraordinary 
a thing to make a copy of verses in a voyage over the 
Alps, as to write an heroic poem in a hackney coach ;. 
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and I believe I am the first that ever thought of Par
nassus or Mount Cenis. At Florence I had the 
honour to have about three days conversation with the 
Duke of Shrewsbury, which made me some amends 
for the missing Sir Thomas Alston's company, who 
had taken another road for Rome. I £nd I am very 
much obliged to yourself and him, but will not be so 
troublesome in my acknowledgments as Ijustly might 
be. I shall only assure you that I think Mr. Mon
tague's acquaintance the luckiest adventure that I 
could:possibly have rnet with in my travels. I suppose 
you are in England as full of politics as we are of 
religion at Geneva, which I hope you will give me a 

little touch of in your letters. The rake Wood is 
grown a man of a very reguiar life and conversation, 
and often drinks our good friends health in England. 

I am, dear Sir, 
Your most affectionate humble Servant, 

J. ADDISON. 
Geneva, Oct. g, 1701 • 

I have taken care to manage myself according to • 
your kind intimations . . 

XLII: 

Mr. Addison to Mr. lVortley. 

DEAR Sm, 
The last time I had the honour to see you, I was in 

so, much haste that I could not tell you I ·had been . 
K3 , 

.. 
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talking of you tete-a-tete to my Lord Halifax tfiat 

day, who expressed himself with a great deal of 

friendship and esteem. I have not yet made th~ 

grand experiment. We think here, as you do in the 

country, that France is upon her last legs. By a mail 

just now arrived, we hear the Duke of Marlborough 

had made a movement to prevent the juncLion of the 

two armies under the Dukes of Vendome and Ber

wick. They give out that ·they will I esign all rather 

than lose Lille; and they are of opinion at the army, 

that we are at the point of a general action, which 

our fr~ends are very eager upon, There has been an 

action· between the Marshal de Villars and the Duke 

of Savoy, which the French tell to their advantage; 

but as soon as our fetters come by Switzerland, we 

bope to have a better account of it, for the French 

letters own that immediately after their pretended 

success, the Duke of Savoy took Exilles. 
I am, dear Sir, 

Your mostiaithful and most 

Humble Servant, 

J, ADDISON, 

August 17, 1708. 

XLIII. 

Mr. Addison to Mr. Wortley. 

DEAR Sm, 
I am very much obliged to you for the honour of 



OF EM1NENT PERSONS. 203 

your letter, and am glad to liear that there is no occa

sion for acquainting you with the issuing out of the 

writs, which I hear will be on Thursday next. I send 

you enclosed a print, that is thought to be well written 

-I fancy it is Manwaring's. We hear that the Duke 

of Florence furnished the Pope with the money that 

he contributed toward the intended expedition. If 

so, bis minister will be sent hence very suddenly. 

You have, doubtless, hea_rd of the affront offered your 

cousin Manchester in searching his gondola for Eng

lish cloth, which was found in some quantity on board 

of it, by the corruption of his servants. It was done 

at the time wheil the Venetians had heard that the 

invasion bad succeeded. Their ambassador is banished' 

our court, and though he has desired audience to 

explain the matter, it is refused till your cousin M~n= 

• chester has had the satisfaction he demands, which is, 

that the searchers stand in the pillory, and the cloth 

be put into the gondola in the place where it was . 

taken out. I long for some of your conversation in 

country air, and am ever, \Vith the greatest truth and · 

esteem., 

Your most faithfol and 

Whitehall, April 20, 170s. 

Most obed.ient Servant, 

J, ADDISON, 

Steel shall w.dte to you by the next post: 
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XLIV. 

Mr. Addison to Mr. Wortley. 

DEAR Sta, 

Being very well pleased with this day's Spectator,.. 
I cannot forbear sending you one of them, and desir
ing your opinion of.the story in it. When you have a 
son, I shall be glad to be his Leontine, as my circum
stances will be probably like his. I have within this 
twelve month lost a place of 20001. per annum ; an 
estate in the Indies worth 14,0001. and what is more 
than all the rest, my mistress. 

Hear this, and wonder at my philosophy : I find 
they are going to take away rny Irish place from me 
too, to which I must add, that I have just resigned 
my fellowship, and that Stocks sink every day. If 
you have any hints or subj"ects, pray send me up ~ 
paper foll-I long to take an evening with you. I 
believe I shall not go for Ireland this summer, and, 
perhaps, w~uld pass a month with you if I knew 
where. Lady Bellasis is very much your humble ser
vant-Dick Steel and I often remember you. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Your's eternally, &c. 

J. ADDISON. 

July 21, 171 !. 
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XLY. 

Mr. 4,ddison lo Mr. Wortley. 
Sept. 28, 1717. 

DEAR Sm, 
Having been confined to my chamber 11ome tim~ 

by a dangerous fit of sickness, I find upon my coming 
abroad, that some things have passed which I think 
myself obliged to communicate to you, not as the 
secretary to ti.le ambassador, but as an hnmb~ servant 
to his friend. Mr. Benson being convinced that 
forms of law would, in their ordinary Ci>urse, be 
very tedious and dilatory in the affair of the auditors, 
has procured the grant of a reversion for those places 
to you and himself, after which, if 3tl ejectment 
ensues, you are in immediate possession. This eject
ment, he believes, may be soon brought about by law, 
unless a voluntary surrender makes such proreeding 
unnecessary. Onr great men are of opinion, that 
upon your being possest (which they look upon as 
sure and sudden), it would be agreeable to your incli
nations, ~s well as for the King's service, which you 
are so able to promote in parliament, rather to return 
to your own country, than to fo·e at Constantinople. 
For this reason, they have tl'10nghts of relieving you 
by Mr. Stanyan, who is now at the imperial court, 
~nd of joining Sir Robert Sutton with him in the 
mechation of a peace between the Emperor and the 
Turks. I need not suggest to you that ~fr. Stanyan is 
in great favour at Vienna, and how necessary it is to. 
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hun1our that courl in the present juncture. Besides, 

as it would bavc been for your honour to have acted 

as sole mediator in such a negotiation) perhaps it would 

not have been so agreeable to you to act only in com

m1ss10n. This was suggested to m~ the other day by 
one of your first ministers, who told me that he 
believed Sir R. Sutton's beini joined in a mediation 

which was canied on by my Lord Paget singly, would 

be shocking to you, but that they could be more free 

with a person of Mr. Stanyan's quality. I find by his 

1\1:ajesty's way of speaking of you, that you are much 

in his favour ;md esteem, and I fancy you woulq find 

your ease and advantage more in being nenrer his 

person, than at the distance you are from him at pre

sent. I omit no opportunity of doing_ you justice 

where I think it is for your service, and wish I could 

know your mind as to these several particulars, by a 
more speedy and certain conveyance, that I might 
act accordingly to the utmost of my power. Madame 

Kilma□ seck and my Lady Harvey desire me to for
ward the enclosed to · my La~iy Mary Wortley, to 

whom I beg J'OU will deliver them, with my most 

humble respects . 

I am, ever, Sir, 

Your most obedient 

and most humble Servant, 

J. ADDISO!'l 



TOPICS 
FOR 

JEX ]E 1Rl CC JI§ 1E/' 

I. 
Write to your Mamma, indicating your wish 

to pass the day at home on lief birth day; re
questing also that your sisters or brothers may 
meet you. Finish always with duty to Papa, 
and love to other relatives and family friends. 

II. 
vVrite to your Papa to inform him that some 

Philosophical Lectures are about to be delivered, 
and that your Master,. or Governess, wishes you 
to subscribe to them, with his permission; men-

' tion the terms; speak of the beauty of particular 
parts of the apparatus, which you have seen, and 
express your anxiety to be one of the auditors. 

III. 
Write a letter of general etiquiry to your sist€r 

:it another school; mention your own health, and 
that of your brother;---and express the pleasure 
you shall feel on meeting them at the holidays. 

* Of course these will suit for Exercises in English, 
French) or Italian . 
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IV. 
Write to your Gr:rndmamma, and thank her 

for some presents, (specifying them) which she 
has made you; express your hope that her rheu
matism or other complaint is better; and your 
wishes that she may enjoy health and long 
life. 

V. 
Write to your Mamma an account of an acci

dent that has befallen you at play; express the 
opinion of the Doctor; des.cribe your feelings ; 
mention that you are better or worse; quiet her 
alarms ; ask to see her, or to go home. 

VI. 
Write to an old schoolfellow a description of 

your present school; how situated; the- size of 
tl1~ play-ground; the number and characters of 
the scholars; mention your favourites, and spe
cify why they are so: give an account of your 
studies and progress; and express yeur hope that 
you shall see him in the next holidiys .. 

VII. 
Write to your Mamma to request she will send 

you the Universal Preceptor; mention the cause 
of your wishiug to have it; expatiate on its coD~ 
tents and excellencies; acquaint her with the 
present state of all your . studies ; express you i;. 
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]Jleasure in having so useful an education; and 
your hope that she and you will in your future 
life reap the full advantages of it. 

VIII. 
Write to Papa to relieve your alarms on 

hearing of a fire in his street; express your hope 
that he has not been injured; that Mam ma and 
all the family are safe, &c. 

IX. 
Write to your brother, or sister, a full account 

of a long walk you and the school have had; men
tion what struck you by the way; enumerate 
some incidents that occurred. 

x. 
Write to your Mamma an account of the 

Dancing Master's Ball; give an account of the 
preparations, and of your feelings; describe and 
name the company; mention your own perfor
mance; and name him or her who acquired the 
greatest applause. 

XI. 
The family of one of y(?ur school-fellows hav

ing invited you to dinner on the following Sunday, 
write a card accepting the invitation. 

xu. 
· Inform your Mamma, that having finished her 

Urn Rug, you wait for her to signify what els.e 
she would wish you to work for her. 
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XIII. 
Write to Mam ma to request that she will send 

you a cake; mention the name and address of 

the carrier; add also duty, love, and respect, 

separately, to all branches of the family at 

l1ome. 

XIV. 
Write to ·Papa to describe your progress in 

drawing, in music, or in Latin or French, and 

ask him to present you with some utensils or 
books approprrate to your studies, specifying 

some particular objects, and exp-lain why yoll 
want them. 

xv. 
Write to Papa, explaining your rapid improve

ments in your various studies; the number of 

your class, and place in it; and ask for a small 

addition to your allowance of pocket money, 

granted to the senior scholars; and to those who 

are equally advanced. 

XVI. 
Write from home to your master or governess, 

mentioning your safe arrival, and the health of 

the family; and ask to have sent to you!, by the 

carrier or coach, some articles of dress, or books, 

l~ft at school, for which you have occas-ion. 
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XVII. 
Write at home a card of invitation to one of 

your school-fellows. to a ball and supper on your 
birth day. 

XVIII. 
Write to your Mamma, telling her how you 

were caught in a thunder storm while walking; 
mention where you took refuge, how long, &c. 
whether-you were wet, &c. recite any incidents, 
&c. Expr~ss your hope 'that she was not alarm-
ed, &c. &c. 

XIX. 
Write to your Papa, naming the authors you 

have read in Latin or French, and the opinion 0£ 
your master, or governess, that you are now qua
lified to begin Gre~k or Italian, provided he 
approves. 

xx. 
Write to your uncle or guardian, and inform 

him how you pass your time at school; begin~ 
ning on Monday, and mentioning the succe8sioc 
and variations · of business and masters through 
the week, till Saturday night. 

XXI. 
Write to your brother, or sister, a descriptio11 

of the various walks round your school; their 
length,-tlie places they _lead to,-their beauties,, 
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your preference of particular ones, and your 

reason. 
XXII. 

Write to your Grandmamma, and, in answer 

to her inqµiries, give her an account of the way 

in which you pass your Sundays ;-describe-the 

church, or chapel, and the clergyman, and men

tion the text,. and the heads and object of his last 

sermon. 
XXIII. 

Write to Mamma to inform her the day the 

Dancing Master has fixed for the Ball; mention 

the dances in which you are to be; request some 

ornament, new dress, &c. as may be wanted; 

ask for the company of Papa, and other friends. 

XXIV. 
\'Vrite to Mamma, and give her a full account 

of the needle work performed by yourself and 

sisters _; mention the opinions of your governess, 

state what you find difficult, and your feelings 

about it. 
XXV. 

VVritc to your Papa, and inform him of your 

progress in Arithmetic; tell him the rule you 

like best, and give him a specimen of some cu. 

rious calculation you have made. 

XXVI. 
,vrite to your Papa, and express you~ solici~ 
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tude and affiiction on. hearing of the illness of 
you Mam ma; describe her endearing qualities; 
tequest him io write often,, &c. &c. 

XXVII. 
Write a card to the friends of one of your 

, school-fellO\vs, who had invited you to tea, de
clinin-g the invitation on account of the illness 
of your Mamma. 

XXVIII. 
Write to your Mamma on hearing from her 

that she is better; express, feelingly, your satis
faction on her convalescence; request h,.:;• 

write further, &c. 
XXI-X. 

Write to your brother or sister, g1vmg an ac
count of a little journey you h·ave made to see a 
relation; mention the incidents on the road; 
-your reception; the health of the family; the 
situation of the house; your opinions, feelings, 
&c. &c. 

I 

XXX. 
Write from home to your brother or sister 

·at school, giving an account of trivial incidents 
·and changes; of v~sits and visitors; health of 
the family, &c. &c. 

I 

XXXI. 
Write to a brother, sister, or old school-fellow, 
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describing a visit to a fair: mention the places 

.. een; the incidents, and the things bought. 

XXXII. 
Write to Papa or Mam ma asking for Rolando's 

Travels, and some books of entertainment, de

scribe those already read, and mention those 

now wanted. 
XXXIII. 

Write to Papa or Mamma, describing an invi

ta-tion to go on a visit to the parents of a school

fellow; _ ask permission to go, -and mention any 

clothes or ornaments wanted. 

XXXIV. 
Write to Papa or Mamma asking for some 

money; state how much you had lately; apd spe

cify what you have done with it: mention also 

what you intend to do with the sum solicited. 

XXXV. 
Write to Papa or Mamma, enquiring whether 

you may begin with a new master; express your 

wish to do it, and your ideas of the value of the 

science or art taught by that master; mention 

also the entrance, and the annual charge. 

XXXVI. 
Write to a young friend, enquiring his, or her, 

health, describing the changes in your own fa

mily or school, and mention any incident in which 

he, or sh'.:', is likely to be interested. 



EXERCISE. 215 

XXXVII. 
Write a letter from a young sister at home to 

an elder sister or cousin at a distance, describing 
a new doll, and the dress or dresses that have 
been made for it by Mamma, Aunt, or other 
relatives. 

XXXVIII. 
Write a letter from a boy to another boy, de

, scrihing a large kite which hi6 father, or uncle, 
has made for him, and some adventures they have 
i1ad in flying it. 

XXXIX. 
From a young lady to her M-amma, describing 

a visit to som'e relations at a distance: mention
ing occmTences on the road, and asking to hav.e 
some articles of dress, books> and ornaments, sent, 
which had been forgotten. 

XL. 
F-rom a young lady to the Mamma of her 

_ young friend, to ask her permission to allow her 
young friend to pass a few days with her, founded 
on some promise~, or some approaching festivity, 
or on some visit of a friend of both. 

XLI. 
From one boy in the Country to another in 

Town, a fortnight after the commencement of the 
.Midsummer Holidays, clescribing his employ-
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ment since the breaking up, and his plans for tho 

1·emainder of the vacation. 

XLI~. 
An answer describing the same objects m 

Town. 
XLIII. 

Toa Guardian, who had complained of bad wri

ting, explaining the cause, a~d promising greater 

care in future. 
XLIV. 

To a Father in .-reply to an enquiry, whether 

his Son had fixed on the Trade or Profession of 

his future life; explaining the ground of pre

ference, the prospect of success in that line, and 

any other particulars. 
XLV. 

To a Father soliciting pern1ission to learn a 

modern language, mentioning the reason, its 

apparent advantages, the terms of the Master, 

his hours of attendance, &c. 
XLVI. 

Write a series of commercial letters accord

ing to each of the forms given, varying the 

names, sums, conveyance, business, &c. 
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EXPRESSING TITLES. 

An external address to THE KING is, Tu the 
King's most excellent Majesty; and internally 
JVlay .it r~Zease your Majesty, or Sire, and at foot:, 
your MaJesty's dutiful subJect. 

- An external address to one of the PRINCES 

OF ·THE BLoon RoYAL is, To his Royal High- / 
ness the Duke of, ~c. and internally, May it 
please your Royal Highness, or Sir. - In a card it 
is usual t6 address your Royal Highness, and not 
his Royal liighness. 

The female branches simply require the change 
of pronoun. 

An external address to aDUKEor DUCHESS · 
is, To his Grace the Duke of, ~c. or to her Graca 
the Duchess oJ; ~c. The internal address is, My 
Lord D ·u.ke, or Your Grace, or Mqd-am. 

An external address to a MARQUIS is, To 
the Most Noble-, (or Most Ho zourable) the llfar= 
quis of; f:sc. or to the Most Noble the M r1:rch~oness. 
Internally, My Lord Marquis, My Lord, Yoi1,r 
Lordship, Yoitr Ladyship, or Madam. 

L 
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An extern-al address to an EARL is, To the 

Right Honourable the Earl of, ~c. and inter

nally, My Lord, or Your Lordship. To the wife 

of an EARL the external address is, To the

Right Honourable the Countess of, ~c. and the in
ternal, My Lady, or Your Ladyship. 

The external address of a VISCOUNT i5, 

To the Right Honourable Lord Viscount A. ~·c.; 

or to his lady, To the Right Honourable the Vis

countess A. ~c.; and within, My Lord or Yom· 

Lordship; My-Lady, or Your L adyship. 

The external address to a BARON, if a mem

ber of the House of Peers, is, To the Right Ho

nourable Lord A.; or to his Lady., To the Right 

Honourable Lady A. And internally, My Lord, 

or Your Lordship; or My Lady, or Your Lady

ship. 

TITULAR LORDS, or LORDS by COUR

'rESY, as the Sons of Peers, or Scotch or Irish 

Peers, not members of the House of Peer~, or of 

the Privy Council, are addressed according t e> 

their titles, but commonly without the word~ 

Right Honourable 

BARONETS ana KNIGHTS are externally 

_ addressed with Sir before their Christian names,. 

as Sir George or Sir William; and their wives 
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as Lady A. or Lady B. Internally as, Si1;j or 

~ My Lady, or Your Ladyship. 

Persons of independent fortune, or having es

tablishments distinct from their place of trade, 

are usually addressed as ESQUIRES, wl1ich is 
abridged into Esq. 

Many persons are ESQUIRES by creation, by 
fortune, by ojfice, or by promotion. Esquires by 

creation are enrolled at Herald's College; an in

dependent fortune in land of 300l. per annum, 

being the qualification of a member of Parlia

ment, gives the title of Esquire ; Magistrates, 

Barristers at Law, Sons of Knights and Baronets, 

and Lieutenants in the Army aad Navy, are all 

addressed as Esquires. 
·Many titles of office are esteemed superior to 

that of Esquir~,. and then are to be preferred; 

such as officers in the Army and Navy of the 

rank of Captain and upwards; Sheriffs of coun

ties are usually called .ZUr. Sh1:r~ff A. or B.j Ser-• 
j eants at Law are usually , called i'Vh. Serjeant A. 
or B. j and Doctors of Law, Physic, or Music, 

are usua1ly addressed Dr. A. or B. In addressing 

Captains of the Navy, it is deemed complimen

tary to add R. J\T. (for Royal Navy) after. their 

name. 

In the Church the external add1·ess to a 
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BISHOP is, To the Right Recerend the Lord 
Bishop of A. or B.; and internally, My Lord 
and Your Lordship. For an ARCHBISHOP it 

-should be, To his Grace the Archbishop of C. or 
Y.; and internally, My Lord, or May it please 
your Grace; or, To the Right Reuerend Father in 
God, fV. Lord Archbishop of Canterbury, My 
Lord, or your Grace; To the Right Reverend 
]!ather in God, W. Lord Bishop of S---, or My 
Lord. 

DOCTORS of DIVINITY are addressed ex
ternally as The Reverend Dr. A. or B.; and in
ternally as Reverend Sir. Other Clergymen, or 
persons licensed to preach, are addressed as The 
Reverend John or William, or Mr. A. or B. and 
internally, as Sir, or Reverend Sir. 

In the Law, the Judges, who are addressed 
on the bench as My Lord, or Your Lordship, out 
of Court are addressed under their private titles, 
whether Peers, Baronets, Knights, or Esquires; 
the Judges of the King's Bench are usually 
called Mr. Justice A. or B. and of the Exche
quer Mr. Baron A. or B. 

The LORD MAYORS of London, York, and 
Dublin, are addressed, while in office, as My 
Lord or Your Lordship; and th~ Lord ~1ayor 
of Lvndon being, ~s such, of the Privy council, iB 
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~ddressed as The Right Honourable the Lord 
Mayor of London. 

All Privy Counsellors, of whatever rank, are 
addressed as Right Honourable. 

In ~ddressing persons of nearly equal rank, it 
is polite to prefer the superior rank, thus, Vice 
and Rear Admirals; are addressed as Adm,irals; 

·and Lieutenant or Major-Generals are address-
ed as Generals; so also the ancient title of gen
tleman is lost in that of Esquire. 

Mr. is an abbreviation of Master, pronounced 
Mister, and is prefixed t~ the names of all persons 
below the title of Esquire. It is still written a-t 
length as Master, when applied to young gentle
men. 

Mrs. an abbreviation of Mistress, is prefixed 
to the names of all females whose husbands are 
below the rank of Knight. Unmarried women 
and girls are called Miss. 

Sons and Daughters of Barons are called Ho
nourable Mr. and Honourable Miss. The Sons 
and Daughters of Earls, Marquises, and Dukes, 
are called Lorcls or Ladies, follo~ed by their 
-Christian name; as Lord John, Lord William, or 
Lady Eliza, Lady Emily, &c. 

The sons of Dukes, Marquises, and the eldest 
sons of Earls, have, by courtesy, the title of Lord 
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an~ Right Honourable; and the title of Lady is 

given to their daughters. The younger sons of 

Earls, the sons of Viscounts and Barons, are styled 

Honourable, and all their daughters, Honourable. 

The wives of ARCHBISHOPS and BISHOPS· 

retain the family name, and are simply called 

Mrs. A. or B. like the wives of private persons. 

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT have M. P. 

put after their names, and it is usual to put 

after the names of persons of rank, -or in office, 

the character, ~c. ~c. · after their names, as the 

Right Honourable the Earl of Axniinster, ~-c. 8Jc. 

Or, George Singleton> Esq. M. P. ~c. ~c. 

Professors at the Uni1.; rqrsities are addressed ai 

Mr. Profe r;sor A. or B. 
AMBASSADORS, GOVERNOHS, and DE

PUTIES of the King, are usually addressed, 

externally, as His Excellency, and internally a& 

Sir, or, May it please your Excellency; or, You9' 

E xcellency. 

Several men are acl<lressed as Gentlemen or 

Messieurs,· and several women, as Ladies or 

Mesdames. 

Aged relatives are often addressed formally as 

Honoured Sir, or Honoiired lHadarn; and servants 

and inferiors often address their superiors in that 

form. 
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Friendly or familiar addresses admit the word 
Dear, as Dear Sir, Dear Madam; or m.y Dear 
Lord; or .Dear Lady A. or B. 

In familiar and easy correspondence, formal 
words are sometimes omitted at the beginning 
and ending of a letter, and the hand writing is 
presumed to be so well known to the party ad
dressed, as not to require even a signature. 

Peti_tions and addresses to Magistrates are fre
quently addressed 'To the Worshipful the Maypr, 
&c.; and internally, May it please your Worship. 

In some cases, to persons in power, Yo1.ir Ho
·nour, and His 1-lonour, is used in the formal style. 

It is usual, in like manner, to call ~.Baronet and 
a Knight l-lonourable. 

The House of Lords is addresseu, To the Right 
Honaurable the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in 
the Parliament of the United Kingdom assembled, 
My Lords, or May it please your Lordships. 

The House of Commons is addressed, To tlu 
Rig ht Honourable the Knights, Citizens, and Bur
gesses, in the Parliament of the United Kingdom-, 
assembled, Gentlemen, or May it p·lease your Ho
nours. 

THE OFFICERS OF HIS MAJESTY'S 
HOUSEHOLD are addressed according to their 
nrnk or quality, as., My Lord Chamberlain,- Mr. 
Vice Chamberlain. 
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To the Right Honmtrable R. Earl ·of G. Lord 
Pri1ry Seal, or Lord Presidenf of the Council, or 
Lord Great Chamberlain; Ea:rl Marshal of Eng
land, 9ne of his Majesty's Principal Secretaries 
of State, ~c. or My Lord, Your Lordships. 

· The Commissioners of the Customs, Excise, . 
Stamp Office, Salt Duty, Navy, lsc, are styled 
Honourable. 

Their are many contractions used both in print 
and writing, which ought to be known to letter 
writers. 

' 
1. Titles and characters of men, as Adrn. Ad-

miral; Bart. Baronet; Capt. Captain; Col. Co
lonel; Esq. Esquire; Gen . . General; Gent. Gen
tleman; Prof: Professor·; Dr. Doctor; Rev. 
Reverend; R .. R. Right Reverend; Rt:. Honble .. . 
R1ght Honourable; Knt; Knight; G. P. 0. Ge
neral Post Office; T. C. S. Tea, Cards, Supper; .. 
Co. County, ~c. f!sc. 

2. Proper 'Names of persons and places, as 

.Ahr. Abraham; Geo. George; Wm. William; 
Lond. London; So'll,thton. Southampton, . ~c. ~c. 

G. S1DNEY, f'nnter, 
Nortl:umberlan<.1-~treet, Strand. 



TO CONDUCTORS OF SCHOOLS, 
AND TEACHERS OF YOUTH. 

IT is 'fltOW twenty years since the Publisher of tlte m1der
mentioned Worhs submitted to Conductors of Schools, the first 
specimens of that series of improved Elementary Books, w/iic!t 
he !tad planned for tlte purpose of facilitating tlte Instruction 
of Yout!t, and 1·endering the acquirement of Knou;ledge at once 
pleasant, rapid, and certain. 

E;lis Success ltas, however, _ led to the obtrusion of many base 
Counteifeits on tlte unwary, and nearly all his worlis have 
been followed by superficial, vulgar, and iuadequate Compila
tions, whose only recommendation has been their close Imitation 
of his Title-pages, Types, Ornamen~s, aud Bindings. 

As a means of protecting . the Public against suc!t artifices, 
and supporting tlze reputation of ltis series of Books, lie ltas 
therefore judged it expedient to arrange A COMPLETE 
LIST OF THESE ORIGINAL WORKS; p1·esumi11g 
that in Literature, as in the Fine Arts, tlte Original will be 
found superior to its Copy, and a Master superio1· to his Imi
tators; and that, in consequence, they wilt be found to merit 
the preference of that liberal and intelligent (J[ass of the Com
munity, . t:o whose use and patronage they are addressed. 

LIST OF ORIGINAL SCHOOL-BOOKS, 
Printed for Sir RrcHARD PHILLIPS, London, and published 

by JoHN SouTER, 1, Paternoster-row. 
Introductory. 

1. PELHAM'S LONDON PRIMER, 6d. 
2. THE SAME, with the Collects, and the Church and 

other Catechisms, half-bound, ls. 
3. MAVOR's SP.ELLING-BooK, ls. 6d. 
4. A1K1N's Po ETRY FOR CHILDREN, 2s. 
5. PELHA~''s Fm.ST CATECHISM, with a Clock-face and 

moveable Hau<ls, ls. 
6. BLAIR'S READING EXERCISES, 2s. 6cl. 

For Reading Classes. 
7. BLAIR'S CLASS-EOOK; or, 365 LESSONS, 5s. 6d. 
8. SHARPE'S CLASSICAL LESSONS, for every Day in the 

Y car, 5s. 6<l. 
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9. MAVOR's BRITISH NEPos, 5s. 6d. 
10. WATKINs's SCRIPTURE BIOGRAPHY, 6s. 
11. MAVOR's NATURAL HISTORY, 7s. 6d. 
12. MAVOR's ABRIDGED PLUTARCH, 5s. 
13. PRATT and MAVOR's CLASSICAL ENGLISH °PO-ETilY, 6s. 

General Knowledge-. 
14, BLAIR'S UNIVERSAL PRECEPTOR, 4s. 6d. 
15. 600 QUESTIONS to the Preceding, ls. 

N. B. This Book ought to form as regular a branch of 
Education as Arithmetic or Grammar; being, perhaps, one 
of the most important School-books ever published. 
16. The HUNDRED WONDERS of the ,voRLD, in the three 

Kingdoms of Nature and the Works of iMan, by the 
Rev. DAVID BLAIR, with nearly 100 engravings, 7s.6d'. 
bound. 

Geography. 
17. Go.LDSMITH's G,RAMMAR ef GENERALGEOG RAPHY, 5s. 6d'. 
18. GOLDSMITH'S GEOGRAPHY of the BRITISH EMPIRE, 

Sixty Views, 5s. 
19. GOLDSMITH'S ILLUSTRATIONS of GEOGRAPHY, Sixty 

Views and Maps, 15s. 
20. GOLDSMITH'S GEOGRAPHICAL COPY-Bt>9Ks, demy pa,per, 

Part I. and 11. 3s. each. 
21, The Sc1-100L ATLAS, corresponding, 5s. and 7s. coloured. 
22. GoLDSMITH'sCOPY-BOOKS, on large royal paper, 5s. each. 
23. The RoYALATLAs, corresponding, 12s. and 14s. coloured .. 
24. The TRAVELS of ROLANDO round the WoRLD, servinl)" 

to illustrate the Manners of all Countries, 4 vols. 14;. 

Astronomy. 
25. A GRAMMAR. of the ELEMENTS of ASTRONOMY, illus• 

trated by numerous engravings, by T. SQUIRE, 7s. 6d. 

History. 
26. ROBINSON'S GRAM-MAR of HISTORY, 4s~ 
27. RoBINSON's ANCIENT HI-sTOR Y, 6s. 
~8. ROBINSON'S MODERN HISTORY, to 1815, 6s. 
29. ADAIR'S FIVE HUNDRED QUESTIONS on GoLDsMITH•'a 

HISTORY of ENGLAND, ls. 
30. HUM E's and SMOLLETT'sH1sTORY of ENGLAND,abridged,. 

and continued to the year 1815, by D. RoBlNsc.N, 
with numerous eng_ravings, &. 

&1. 500 QUESTIONS Oll ditto, by J. ADAIR., ls. 
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34. 

3 
'l'he English Constitution. 

BLACKSTONE'S CoMMENTA-RIES on the LAWS and CON
STITUTION of England, abridged, and adapted to the 
Use of the upper Forms of Schools, by J. GIFFORD, 
Esq. 14s. bound. 

Philosophy. 
BLAIR'S GRAMMAR of NATUI\AL and EXPERIMENTAL 

PHILOSOPHY,includingChemistry, Geology,&c.5s.6d. 
FIVE HUNDRED QUESTIONS, or EXERCISES OD the pre

ceding, ls. 
Theology. 

35. BARROW'S 500 QUESTIONS on the NEW TESTAMENT, 
being the only means ever devised of teaching the 
Elements of the Christian Religion to Young Per
sons, ls. 

36. BARROW'S 500 QUESTIONS on the OLD TESTAMENT, ls. 
37. RTJND.ALL's GRAMMAR of SACRED HISTORY, including 

the Old and New Testament, 4s. 
38. BARROW'S SIXTY SCHOOL SERMONS, 7s. 
3V. BARRow's YoUNG CHRISTIAN's LIBRARY, 4s. 

English Language. 
40. BLAIR'S ENGLirn GRAMMAR, with Exercises and Ques

tions, complete, 2s. 6d. 
41. IRVING'S ELEMENTS of ENGLISH COMPOSITfON, 7s. 6d. 
42. BLAIR'S MODELS of JUVENILE LETTERS, with Topic8 

for Exercises and Genuine Classical Letters, 4s. 
43. ADAIR'S 500 QUESTIONS on MURRA Y's GRAMMAR and 

IRVING'S ELEMENTS of CoMPOSITlON, ls .. 

Arithmetic, ff c~ 
44. JoYcE's ARITHMETIC, 3s. 6d. 
45. KEY to Ditto, 3s. 
46. CROCKER's LAND-SURVEYING, 9s. 

Book-Keeping. 
47. MoRRisoN's ELEMENTS of BooK-KnE.PING, by Single 

and Double Entry, Ss. 
48. BLANK-BooKs, ruled for the preceding, in sets and 

series. 
Art of Drawing. 

49. HAMILToN's ELEMENTS of the ART of DRAWING, with. 
Sixty highly-fi¢shed Engravings, 27.s. 

Slio~t-hani, Writing. 
iO. MA voR's System i». 
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Useful A1~ts. ,,, 

51. The- BooK of TRADEs, or Library for Youth designed 
for Trade, with Sixty-six Engravings, in three vols. 
I Os. 6d. or bound in one volume, 8s. 

Library_ of Reference. 
52. The PoRTABLE CYCLOP.IEDIA; or, General Dictionary of 

Arts and Sciences, being the completest and most 
useful volume ever published, byT. C. ,VATKINs, 15s. 
boards, or 16s. bound. 

The French Language. 
53. Bossu·(s ""\VoRn-BooK, containing 3000 words, divided 

and classed, ls. 
54. EossuT's PHRASE-:BooK ; or, Key to French Conversa• 

tion and Idiomatic Pluases, ls. 
55. BossuT's FIRST FRENCH GRAMMAR, containing every 

thing essential, and nothing superfluous, 2s. 6d. 
56. EossuT's SYNTAX and ExERCISE-BooK, completing the 

Course, and perfecting the Pupil, 3s. 
57. L'ENFANT PRoDIGUE, an Eastern Tale, with beautiful 

Engravings, and a List of Idioms, edited by :i.v.r • . 
L'~bbe BossuT, for the Use of Stu<l.ents, 3s. 6d. 

The Latin Language. 
58. BossuT's LATIN and ENGLISH WoRo-BooK, contain

ing 3000 words, ls. 
59. BossuT's LATIN and ENGLISH PHRASE-BOOK, ls. 

The Italian Language. 
60. BossuT's ITALIAN and ENGLISH Wonn-BooK, ls. 
61. BossuT's lTALJ 1-\N and ENGLISH PHRASE-BooK, ls. 

Miscellaneous. 
62. Busn v's DICTION AR v or lVIus1c, serving as a necessary 

Companion to the Piand-Forte, 8s. 
63. The GRAMMAR of MEDICINE, for Stndents in that Art, 6s. 
64. The TuToR's KEY, consisting of ANSWERS to the QUES

TIONS contained in TWELVE of the preceding ,vorks, 
with an Introduction illustrative of the interrogative 
System, 5s. 

65. TABART'S COLLECTION of FAIRY T ,\LES, with numerous 
Engravings, 4s. 6d. 

()6, GENLIS' PALACE of TRUTH, the most exquisite moral 
Story ever published, with Cu.ts, 3s. 








