





/{«/% // L// // ,4.7-;; //t_/’
- i
P

i 2
z A P P 4
‘//4,'/7"??{1. Tl FIZRE

e













GOV ERNESJSLS;

Op. The EX T L E

FEMALE ACADEMY.

CALCULATED EOR THE

ENTERTAINMENT and INsSTRUCTION

O FE

Y OU N G LA DL 5

IN "THEIR

BABe AL -G T i OB

By the AuTHOR of DAvID SIMPLE.

i

Shall we forget the counfel we have fhar’d,

The fifers.vows, the hours that we have [pent,

When we have chid the hafty-footed time

For parting us? 0! and is all forgot 2

All [echool-days friendfbip, childhood innocence ?
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To the HONOURABLE
MpgaiP 0@ oY vIN-VFS ZL

Mapam,
F HE defign of the following Sheets is to

endewvour to cultivate an early inclhna-
tion to benevolence, and a love of virtue, in
the minds of young women, by tr]z'no to
fhew them, that their true interelt is con-
cerned in cberg/bzng and improving thofe
amiable difpofitions into babits ; and in keep-
ing down all rough and borflerous paffions ;
and that from this alome they can proj)oﬁe_
to themfelves to arrive at true happiné/s,
m any of the flations of life allotted to the
female character.

This I have endeavoured to mnculcate, by
thofe methods of fable and moral e
bave been recommended by the wifeft wri~
ters, as the moft effectual means of convey-
g wfeful inflruction.

One thing only feems to remain; which
15, to fet bffore their eyes one grfm‘ hving
pattern of every leffon I would teach them :
and none awho know Mrs Poyntz, will

wonder that I fix on ber as this prevalent
example.
Ror
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For awhat can more flrongly enforce the.
[firicteft obfervance of all thofe focial dutics
awbich become the female charaller, or
smore plainly tend to take from young minds
oll thofe defires and paffions which vanity
or ambition might infpire, than the example
of a lady, who, though bred wn a court
ahere [he was the object of umverfal ad-
miration, no_fooner became a wife, than fhe
turned ber thoughts to all the domeftic du-
ties that fituation requires, and made the
maternal care of ber family ber firft and
ehzef fludy?

Thefe confiderations, Madam, made me
firft bope, that a defign of thisnature would
not be unacceptable to you; and particular-
Iy as this feheme was, m a manner, direct=
¢d by Mr Poyntz. And here 1 beg pardon
for indulgmg my wvanity Jfo far, as not to
conceal that the execution of it bas, i jome
meafure, met with bis and your approba-
tion. I am,

Madam,
IWith great vefpect,
Your moft obedient,
Humble Sevvani,
The AUTHOR.



S il D B Dl Gl @) DR

My Young Readers, ;

EFORE you begin the following fheets, I beg

you will ffop a moment at this Prefacz, to con-
{ider with me what is the true-ufe of reading s-and if
you can once fix this truth in your minds, namely,
that the true ufe of books is to make you wifer and
better, you will then have both profit and pleafure
from what you read.. :

One thing quite necefliry. to make any inftructions.
that come either from your governors or your books
of any ufe to yon, is, to attend with a defire of learn-
ing, and not to be apt to fanfy yourielves too wife to be
taught.  For this {pirit will keep you ignorant as long
as you live, and yon will be lise the birds in the fol-
lowing fable:

¢ The Magpye aloae, of all the birds, had the art
of building a neft, the form of which was a cover-
¢ jng over head, and only a imall hole to creep out at.
—The reft of the birds being without Hoafes, d:-
fired the Pye to teach them how to build one.—
¢ A day is appointed, and they all meet.— I he Pye
¢ then fays, * You muft lay two fticks acrofs, thus.”
¢« . Aye fays the Crow, ] thought that was the way
¢ 16 begin.—Then lay a little ftraw and mofs,”—
« Certainly, fays the Fack-daw, 1 knew that muft
« follow. — Then place more ftraw, mofs, and fea-
“ thers, in fuch a manner as this,”— Aye, without
« doubt, cries the Starfing, that muft neceflurily
¢ follow; any one could tell how to do that.” ——
¢ When the Fye had gone on. teachiog them till the
¢ peft was built half way, and every bird in his turn
¢ had koown either one thing or another, he left off,
A0
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¢ and faid, “ Gentlemen, I find you all underftand
¢ building nefts as well, if not better, than 1 do;
s therefore you cannot want any more of my inftruc-
¢ tions.”——So0 faying, he flew away, and left them
¢ to upbraid each other with their folly; which is
¢ vifible to this day, as no bird but the Magpye knows
¢ how to build more than half a neft”’

The reafon thefe foolith birds never knew how to
build more than half a neft, was, that inftead of trying
to learn what the Pye told them, they would boaft of
knowing more already than he could teach them: and
this fame fate will certainly attend all thofe who had
rather pleafe themfelves with the vanity of fanfying
they are already wife, than take pains to become fo.

But take care that, inftead of being really humble
in your own hearts, you donot, by 2 fanfied humility,
run into an error of the other extreme, and fay that
you are incapable of underftanding it at all; and there-
fore, from lazinefs, and fooner than take any pains,
{it your{elves down contented to be ignorant, and think,
by confeffing your ignorance, to make full amends for
your folly. This is being as contemptible as the Ow/,
who hates the light of the {fun; and therefore often
makes ufe of the power he has, of drawing a film over
his eyes, to keep himfelf in his beloved darknefs.

When you run through numbers of books, only for
the fake of faying, you have read them, without ma-
king any advantage of the knowledge got thereby, re-
member this faying, ¢ That a head, like a houle,
« when crammed too full, and no regular order ob-
¢ ferved in the placing what is there, is only littered,
« inftead of being furnithed.” And that you may
i better underftand the force of this obfervation, &
will tell you a ftory.
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Mr Thomas Watkins had two daughters, Mifs Han-
nab and Mils Fanny. Their father and mother aflign-
ed them a very pretty apartment for their own ufe, al-
lowed them all things in great plenty, and only defired
them to keep their cloaths, linen, and all their thiags,
in {uch a proper order, that they might have the ufe of
them. But thefe two foolifh girls, fanfying themfelves
wifer than their pareats, difobeyed their commands,
and threw all their things about in fuch irregular heaps,
that whenever they were to be drefled, they found
themf{elves more at a lofs than any poor girl would
have been, who had not had half their plenty allowed
her. Whenever their mamma fent them word fhe
would take them abroad, they were in the greateft con-
fufion that can be imagined: ¢ Oh'! filter Hannab,
¢ (cries Mifs Fanny), can you tell where I put my cap?’
¢ No indeed, (anfwers Mifs Hannah), nor can I find my
¢ own, nor my gloves, nor my hood. Well, what
¢ fhall 1 do? My mamma is in fuch a hurry, fhe will
¢ pot ftay for us.’ Then would thefe two girls
tumble all the things in their drawers; but in that con-
fufion could find nothing, till their mamma was drove
_ from the door, leaving them at home as they deferved :
whilft, looking afhamed at each other, they were laugh-.
ed at by the reft of the family.

Thus will thofe foolith children be ferved, who
heap into their heads a great deal, and yet never ob-
ferve what they put there, either to mend their prac-
tice, or increafe their knowledge. Their heads will
be in as much confufion as were Mifs Vathins’s chelts
of drawers. And when in company they endeavour
to find out fomething to fay to the purpofe, they will
be hunting in the midft of a heap of rubbifh, whilft
they expofe themfelves, and become 2 langhing-{tock
1o their companions. '
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The defign of the following fheets is to prove to yoiu,
that pride, {tubbornnefs, malice, envy, and, in fhort,
all manner of wickednefs, is the greateft folly we can
be poffeffed of ; and conftantly turns on the head of

“that foolith perfon who docs not conquer and get the

better of all inclinations to {uch wickednefs. ~Certain-
ly love and affe@ion for each other make the happi-
nefs of all focieties ; and therefore love and affection:
(if we would be happy) are what we fhould chicfly
encourage and cherifh in our minds.

T depend on the goodnefs of all my little readers, to
acknowledge this to be true. Burt there is.one caution
to be uled, namely, that you are not led into many
inconveniencies; and even faults, by this love and affec-
tion :: for this dilpofition will naturally lead you to de-
light in friend(hip ; and this delight in friendfhip may
Jead you into all manner of errors, tnlefs you take care-
not to be partial toany of your companions, only becanfe
they are agreeable, without firft confidering whether
they are good enough to deferve your love: and there
is one mark in which you c¢an never be deceived ;
namely, that whoever tempts you to fail in your duty,.
or juftifies you in fo doing, is not your real friend;
And if you cannot have refolution enough to break
from {uch pretended friends, you will nourith in your
befoms ferpents that, in theend; will fting you.to death,
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Little Female ACADEMY.

4 i \HERE lived in the northern parts of England,
: a gentlewoman who undertook the education
of young ladies; and this truft fhe endea-
voured faithfully to difcharge, by inftruting thofe
committed to: her care in reading, writing, working,
and in all proper forms of behaviour. And tho’ her
principal aim was to improve their minds in all ufeful
knowledge 5 to render them obedient to their fuperiors,
and gentle, kind, and affe&tionate to each other; yet
fhe aid not omit teaching them an exaét neatnefs in
their perfons and drefs, and 2 perfect gentility in their
whole carriage. : ,
This gentlewoman, whole name was Teachum, was
the widow of a clergyman, with whom fhe had lived
» ‘nine years, in all the harmony and concord which form
the only fatisfattory happine(s in the married ftate.
Two little girls (the youngelt of which'was born be-
fore the fecond year of theirimarriage was expired)
took up a great part of their thonghrs': and it was
their mutual defign to fpare no pains or trouble in
their education. ,
Mr Trachum was a very fenfible man, and  took.
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great delight in improving his wife; as (he alfo placed’
her chief pleafure in receiving his inftruéions. One of
his conftant {ubjects of difcourfe to her was concerning
the education of children: fo thar, when in his laft
illne(s his phyficians pronouanced it beyond the power
of their art to relieve him, he exprefled great fatisfac-
tion in the thought of leaving his children to the care
of fo prudent a mother.

Mrs Teachum, tho’ exceedingly afflited by fuch'a
lofs, yet thought it her duty to call forth all her refolu-
tion to conquer her grief, in order to apply herfelf to:
the care of thefe her dear hufband’s children. But
Ler misfortunes were not here to end: for within a
twelvemonth after the death of her hufband, the was
deprived of both her children by a violent fever, that
then raged in the country; and about the fame time,
by the unforefeen breaking of a banker, in whofe
hands almoft all her fortune was juft then placed, fhe
was bereft of the means of her future {upport.

The Chriftian fortitude with which (thro® her hufe
band’s inftructions) fhe had armed her mind, had not
left it in the power of any outward accident to bereave
her of her underftanding, or to make her incapable of
doing what was proper on all occafions. There-
fore, by the advice of all her friends, fhe undertook
what the was fo well qualified for; namely, the edu-
cation. of children. But as the was moderate in her
defires, and did not feek to raife a great fortune, fhe
was refolved to: take no: more {cholars than fhe could
have an eye to herfelf, without the help of other
teachers; and inftead of making intereft to fill her
fchool, it was looked upon as a great favour when
fhe would take any girl : and as her number was fixed
.to mine, - which fhe on.no account would be prevailed
o' to encreafe, great application was made; when any
{cholar went away, to have her place fupplied ; and
happy were they who could get a promife for the next
¥aCAncy: :



The Little Female Academy. 11

. Mrs Teachum was about forty years old, tall and
genteel in her perfon, tho’ fomewhat inclined to fat,
She had a lively and commanding eye, infomuch that
the naturally created an awe in all her little {cholars 3
except when fhe condefcended to fmile, and talk fami-
liarly to them ; and then (he had fomething perfeétly
kind and tender in her manner. Her temper was fo
extremely calm and good, that tho’ fhe never omitted
reprehending, and that pretty feverely, any girl that
was guilty of the fmalleft fault proceeding from an
evil difpofition ; yet for no caufe whatfoever was fhe
provoked to be in a paffion : but fhe kept up fucha -
dignity and authority, by her fteady behaviour, that
the girls greatly feared to incur her difpleafure by dif- -
obeying her commands ; and were equally pleafed with
her approbation, when they had done any thing wor-
thy her commendation. :

At the time of the enfuing hiftory, the fchool
(being full) confifted of the nine following young
ladies:

‘Mifs Fenny Peace,

Mifs Sukey Fennet, Mifls Nanney Spruce,
‘Mifs Dolly Friendly, | Mils Betty Ford,
Mils Lucy Sby, : Mifs Henny Fret,
Mifs Patty Lockit, Mifs Polly Suckling.

The eldeft of thefe was but fourteen years old ; and
mone of the reft had yet attained their twelfth year,

An account of a fray, begun and carried
on for the foke of an apple: In which
are fhewn the fad effects of rage and

anger.

I T was on a fine {fummer’s evening, when the
{chool hours were at an end, and the young ladies
were permitted to divert themfelves for fome time ag
they thought proper, in a pleafant garden adjoining to
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-the houfe, that their governefs, who delighted in pleaf-
ing them, brought out a little bafket of apples, which
were intended to be divided equally amongft them :
‘but Mrs Teachum being haftily called away (one of her
poor neighbours having had an accident which wanted
her affiffance), fhe left thefruit in the hands of Mifs

- Fenny. Peace, the ‘eldeft of her {cholars, with a ftrict

"charge to fee that every one had an equal fhare of her
aift. : gL '

4 But here 'a perverfe accident: turned good Mrs
Teachum’s defign of 'giving them pleafure into their -
forrow, and raifed in their little hearts nothing but
firife and anger : for, alas! there happened to be one
apple fomething larger than the reft, on which the
whole company immediately placed  their defiring
eyes, and all atonce cried out, « Pray, Mifs Fenny,
s¢ give methat apple.” Each gave her reafons why
{he had the beft title to it: the youngeft pleaded her
-youth, and the eldeft her age; one infifted on her
-goodnefs, another from her meeknefs claimed a title to
-preference 3 ‘and one, in confidence of her ftrength,
{aid pofitively, the would have it : but all {peaking to-
-gether, it was difficult to diftinguith who faid this, or
who faid that.

Mifs Fenny begged them all to be quiet: but in
-yain ; for fhe could not be heard : they had all fct
their hearts on that fine apple, looking upon thofe fhe
had given them as nothing. ~She told thein, they had.
better be contented with what they had, than be thus
{fecking what it was tmpoflible for her to give to them
all.  She offeted to divide it into eight parts, or to do
any thing to fatisfy them : but fhe might as well have
been filent ; for they were all talking, and bad no time

tohear. At laft, as a means to quiet the difturbance,
fhe threw this apple, the caufe of their contention,
with her utmoft force, over a hedge, into another

arden, where they could not come at it.

At ficft they were all filent, as if they were {truck
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-dumb with aftonifhment with the lofs of this one poor
apple, though at the fame time they had plenty before
them. :

But this did not bring to pafs Mifs Fenny’s defign :
for now they all began again to quarrel which had the
beft right to it, and which cught to have had it, with
as much vehemence as they had before contended for
the pofleflion of it: and their anger, by degrees, became
{o high, that words could not vent half their rage ;
and they fell to pulling of caps, tearing of hair, and
dragging the cloaths off one another’s backs: though
they did not fo much firike, as endeavour to fcratch
and pinch their enemies. :

Mifs Doll. Friendly as yet was not engaged in the
battle: but on hearing her friend Mifs Nanny Spruce
{cream oat, that the was hurt by a {ly pinch from one
of the girls, the flew on this fly pincher, as the called
her, like an enraged lion on its prey ; and not content
only to return the harm her friend had received, fhe
firuck with fuch force, as felled her enemy to the
ground. And now they could not diftinguifh between
friend and enemy; but fought, fcrarched, and tore,
like fo many cats, when they extend their claws to fix
them in their rival’s heart. -
Mifs Fenny was employed in endeavouring to part
‘them.

In the midft of this confufion, appeared Mrs
Teachum, who was returned, in hopes to fee them hap-
py with the fruit the had given them: but fhe was
fome time there before either her voice or prefence
could awaken them from their attention to the fight 3
when on a fudden they all faced her, and fear of pu-
nifhment began now a little to abate their rage. - Each
of the miffes held in her right-hand, faft elenched,
fome marks of vitory ; for they beat and were beaten
by turns. One of them held a little lock of hair, torn
from the head of her enemy: another grafped a piece
of a cap, which, in aiming at her rival’s hair, had de-

, B
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ceived her hand, and was all the {poils fhe could gain:
a third clenched a piece of an apron ; a fourth, of a
- frock. In fhort, every one unfortunately held in her
hand a proof of having been engaged in the battle.
And the ground was fpread with rags and tatters,
torn from the backs of the little inveterate combatants.
Mrs Teachum ftood for fome time aftonifhed at the
fight : but at laft fhe required Mifs Fenny Peace, who
was the only perfon difengaged, to tell her the whole
truth, and toinform her of the caufe of all this con=
fufion. g
Mifs Fenny was obliged to obey the commands of
her governefs; tho’ fhe was fo good-natured, that the
did it in the mildeft terms; and endeavoured all fhe
could to leffen, rather than increafe, Mrs Teachum’s
anger. 'The guilty perfons now began all to excufe
themfelves, as faft as tears and fobs would permit
them.
One faid, ¢ Indeed, Madam, it was none of my
¢ fanlt; for I did not begin ; for Mifs Sukey Fennett,
without any caufe in the world (for I did nothing
to provoke her), hit me a great fiap in the face, and
made my tooth ach : the pain did make me angiy;
and then, indeed, I hit her a little tap; but it was
on her back; and I.am fure it was the {malleft tap
in the world; and could not poffibly hurt her half
{o much as her great blow did me.’
¢ La, Mifs! replied Mifs Fennett, how can you
fay {o? when you know that you ftruck me firft, and
that yours was the great blow, and mine the little
tap; for [ only went to defend myfelf from your
monftrous blows.’
Such-like defences they would all have made for
themfelves, each infifting onnot being in the fault, and
throwing the blame on her companion : but Mrs
Toachum filenced them by a pofitive command ; and
told them, that fhe faw they were all equally guilty,
and as fuch fhe would treat them.

L a n » L) L) LY
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- Mrs Teachun’s method of punithing I aever could
find out. But this is certain, the moft fevere punifh-
ment {he had ever infli¢ted on any mifles, fince the had
kept a {choeol, was now laid on thefe wicked girls, who
had been thus fighting, and pulling one another to
picces, for a forry apple. e e
- The firlt thing the did, was to take away all* the
apples; telling them, that before they had any more
inftances of fuch kindnefs from her, they fhould give
her proofs of their deferving them better. And when
the had punifhed them as much as fhe thought proper,
fhe made them all embrace one another, and promifc
to be-friends for the future ;' which, in obedience to
her commands, they were forced to comply with, though
there remained a grudge and ill-will in their bofoms ;
every one thinking the was punithed moft, although fhe

~would have it that the deferved to be punithed leaft ;
and they contrived all the fly tricks they could think
on to.vex and teaze each other..

4 dialogue berween: Mifs Jenny Peace, and
Myfs Sukey Jennett; wherein the latter
w5 at laft convinced of ber own folly in
being fo quarrelfome; and, by ber ex-
ample, all ber companions are brought to
Jee and confefs their fault,

TH E next morning Mifs Fenny Peace ufed her ut-
moft endeavours to bring her fchool-fellows to
be heartily reconciled'; but in vain: for each infifted
on it, that fthe was not to blame; but that the whole
quarrel arofe from the faults of others, At Jaft en-
fued the following Dialogue between Mifs Jenny Peace
and' Mifs Sukey Fennert, which brought about Mifs
Jenny’s defigns; and which we recommend to the con-
fideration of all our young readers,

X
b 2
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Mifs Fenny. Now pray, Mifs Sukey, tell me, Whate
did you get by your contention and quarrel about that
foolith apple 2

. Mifs Suwkey. Indeed, Ma’am, I fhall not anfwer

you. I know that you only want ta prove, that you-
are wifer than I, becaufe you are older., But I don’t
know but fome people may underftand as much at ele-
ven years old, as others at thirteen: but, becaufe you
are the oldeft in the {choel, you always want to be
tutoring and governing. I don’t like to have more
than one governefs; and if 1 obey my mifkrefs, I think
that is enough. ke

Mifs Fenny. Indeed, my dear, I don’t want to go-
vern you, nor to prove mylelf wifer than you: I only
want, that, inftead of quarreling, and making yourfelf
miferable, you fhould live at peace, and be happy.
‘Therefore, pray do, anfwer my queftion, Whether you
sot any thieg by your quarrel?

Mifs Sukey. No'! 1 .capnot fay I got any thing by
it: for my miftrefs was angry, and punifhed me; and
my hair was puolled off, and my cloaths torn, in the
fcufle: neither did I value the apple: but yet1 bhave
too much fpirit to be impofed on. I am furelhad as
good a right to it as any of the others: and I would
not give up my right to any oe.

Mis Fenzy. Bat don’t you know, Mifs Sukey, it
wounld have fhewn much more {pirit to have yielded
the apple to 2nother, than to have fought about it ?
Then, indesd, you would have proved your fenfe; for
vou would have thewn, that you had too much under-
ftanding to fght about a trifle. Then your cloaths
had been whole, your bair not torn from your head,
vour miftrefs had not been angry, nor had your fruit
been taken away from you.

Mifs Sukey. And fo, Mifs, you would fain prove,
that it is wifelt to fubmit to every body that would
impofe upon one ! But I wiil not believe i, fay what
you will, f ‘
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Mifs Fenny. But is not what I {ay true ? If you
had not been in the battle, wounld not your cloaths
have been whole, your hair not torn, your miltrefs
pleafed with you, and the apples your own?

Here Mifs Sukey paufed for fome time : for as Mifs
Fenny was in the right, and had truth on her fide, it
was difficult for Mifs Sukey to know what to anfwer,
For it is impoflible, without being very filly, to con-
tradié truth’; and yet Mifs Sukey was fo foolifh, that
fhe did not care to own herfelf in the wrong; though
nothing could have beea fo great a fign of her under-
- {tanding.

VWhen Mils Fenny {aw ler. thus at a Jofs for an an-
{wer, fhe was in hopes of making her companion hap-
py; for, as fhe had as much good-nature as under-
ftanding, that was her defign. She thercfore purfued
her difcourfe in the following manner :

Mifs Fenny. Pray, Mifs Suk-y, do an{wer me one que-
ftion more. Don’t yoa ly awake at nights, and fret
and vex yourfelf, becaufe you are angry with your
fchool-feliows ? are not you reftlefs and une.fy, be-
caufe you cannot find a {afe method to be revenged on
them, without being punithed yourfelf 2 Do, tell me
truly, is not this your cafe?

Mils Sukey. Yes, itis. For if I could but hurt my
enemies, without being hurt mylelf, it would be the
greateft pleafure 1 could have in the world.

Mifs Fenny. Oh fy, Mifs Sukey ! What you have
now faid is wicked, Don’t you coufider what you fay
every day in your prayers? And this way of thinking
will make you lead a very uncafy life, If you would
bearken to me, I could put you into a method of being
‘very bappy, and making all thofe miffcs you call your
enemies, become your friends. :

Mifs Sukey. You could tell me a method, Mifs!

b 3
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Do you think I don’t know as well as you what is fit
to be done? I believe I am as capable of finding the
way to be happy, as you are of teaching me.

Here Mifs Sukey burft into tears, that any body
fhould prefume to tell her the way to be happy.

- Mifs Fenny. Upon my word, my dear, I don’t
mean to vex you; but only, inftead of tormenting
yourfelf all night in laying plots to revenge yourfelf,
1 would have you employ this one night in thinking
of what I have faid. Nothing will thew your fenfe fo
much, as to own that you have been in the wrong :
nor will any thing prove a right fpirit fo much, as to
- confefs your fault. . All the Miffes will be your friends,
and perhaps follow your example. Then you will
have the pleafure of having caufed the quiet of the
whole {chool ; your governefs will fove you; and you
will be at peace in your mind, and never have any
more foolith qaarrels, in which you all get nothing but
blows and uneafinefs.

Mifs Sukey began now to find, that Mifs Fenny was
in the right, and fhe herfelf in the wrong; but yet
the was fo proud fhe would not own it. Nothing could
be {o foolifh as this pride; Lecaufe it would have been
both good and wife in her to confefs the truth the
snoment the faw it. However, Mifs Fenny was fo dif-
creet as not to prefs her any farther that night; but
begged her to confider ferioufly on what fhe had faid,
and to let her know her thoughts the next morning ;
and then left her.

YWhen Mifs Sukey was alone, fhe ftood fome time in
great confufion.  She could not help fecing how much
hitherto the had been in the wrong; and that thought
ftung her to the heart. She cried, ftamped, and was
in as great an agony as if fome fad misfortune had
befallen her. At laft, when fhe hed fomeiwhat vented
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her paflion by tears, fhe burft forth into the following
fpeech

¢ Itis very true what Mifs Fenny Peace fays; for
- I am always uneafy. I don’t fleep in quiet;. becaufc
-1 am always thioking, either that 1 have not my
- fhare of what is given us, or that I cannot be re-
venged on any of the gir_ls that offend me. And
when [ quarrel with them, 1am fcratched and brui-
fed, or reproached. And what doJ get by all this?
Why, I {cratch, bruife, and reproach them in my
turn.. Is not thar gain enough? I warrant 1 hurt
them as much as they hurt me.  Bat then, indeed,
as Mifs Fenny fays, if I could make thefe girls my:-
friends, and did not with to hurt them, I certainly
might live a quieter, and perhaps a happier life.—
Bat what, then, have I been always in the wrong
all my life-time? for I always quarreled and hated
every one who. had offended me.—Oh! 1 cannot
bear that thought; it i$ enough to make me mad!
when I imagined myfelf fo wife and fo fenfible, to
find out that I have been always a fool. ' 1If [ think
a moment longer about it, I (hall die with grief and
thame. I mauft think myfelf in the right; and I
- will, too.—Bat, as Mils Fenny fays, 1 really am un-
happy, for 1 hate all my {chool-fellows: and yet
I dare not do them any milchief; for my miftrefs
will punith me feverely if Ido. I fhould not fo
much mind that neither: but then thofe I intend to
hurt will triumph over me, to fee me punifhed for
their fakes. In fhort, the more I refleét, the more
I am afraid Mifs j’mny is, in the right; and yet it
breaks my heart to think {o.’
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Here the poor girl wept fo bitterly, and was fo
heartily grieved, that fhe could not utter one word
more; but {at herfelf down, reclining her head upon
her hand, in the moft melancholy pofture that could
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be: nor could the clofe her eyes all night; but lay
toffing and raving with the thought how fhe fhould
2@, and what fhe fhould fay to Mifs Fenny the next
day. S iat

When the morning came, Mifs Sukey dreaded every
moment, as the time drew nearer when fthe muft meet
Mifs Fenny. She knew it would not be poffible to
refilt her arguments; and yet thame for having. been.
in fault overcame her, 7 ,

As foon as Mifs Fenny faw Mifs Sukey with her eyes
caft down, and confeffing, by a look of forrow, that
‘fhe would take her advice, fhe embraced her kindly ;
and, without giving her the trouble to fpeak, took.
it for granted that fhe would leave off quarreling, be
reconciled to. her fchoel-fellows, and make herfclf
bappys * % _

Mifs Sukey did indeed ftammer out {ome words,
which implied a confeffion of her fault; but they were
fpoke fo'low. they could bhardly be heard : only Mifs
Fenny, who always chofe to Jook at the faireft fide of
her companions actions, by Mifs Sukey’s look and man-
ner, guefled her meaning.

In the fame manner did this good girl, Fenny, per-
fuade, one by one, all her fchool-fcllows to be recon-.
ciled to each other with fincerity and love.

Mifs Dolly Friendly, who had too much fenfe to en-
gage in the battle for the fake of an apple, and who
was provoked to flrike a blow only for friend(hip’s
fake, eafily faw the truth of what Mifs Fenny faid;
and was therefore prefently convinced, that the beft
part fhe could have atted for her friend, would have

een withdrawing her from the fcufile.
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A feene of Iove and friend/bip, quite the re-
werfe of the battle : whercin are fhewn
the different effets of love and goodnes
from thofe attending anger, firife, and
wickednefs : with the life of Mifs Jenny
Peace, —

FTER Mifs 7enny had completed the good work

of making all her companions friends, fhe drew

them round her in a listle arbour, in that very garden

which had been the fcene of their firife, and confe-

quently of their mifery ; and then fpoke to them the

following fpeech; which fhe delivered in fo mild a

voice, that it was fufficient to charm her hearers into

attention, and to perfuade them to be led by her ad-

vic{e, and to follow her example, in the paths of good-
nefs.

¢ My dear friends and fchool-fellows, you cannot:
imagine the happinefs it gives me to fce you thus
all {o heartily reconciled. You will find the joyful
fruits of it. Nothing can fhew fo much fenfe, as
thus to own yourfelves in fault : for could any thing
have been fo foolifh, as to {pend all your time in.
mifery, rather than at once to make ufe of the power
you have of making yourfelves happy ¢ Now if you
will ufe as many endeavours to love, as you have
hitherto done to hate each other, you will find, that
every one amongft you, whenever you have any
thing given you, will have double, nay, I may fay,
eight times (as there are eight of you) the pleafure, in-
confidering that your companions are happy.  What
is the end of quarrels, but that every one is fretted
“and vexed, and no one gains any thing? Whereas by
endeavouring to pleafe and love cach other, the end
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¢ is happinefs to ourfelves, and joy to every one around
¢ us. I am fure, if you will {peak the truth, none of
¢ you have been {o eafy fince you quarreled, as you
¢ are now you are reconciled, Anfwet me honeltly, ift
¢ this is not truth.’ |

Here Mifs Fenny was filent, and waited for an an-
fwer. But the poor girls, who had in them the {eeds-
of good-will to each other, although thofe feeds were
choaked and over-run with the weeds of envy and pride;
(as in a garden the fineft ftraw-berries will be {poiled
by rank weeds, if care is not taken to root’ them out :)
thefe poor girls, I fay, now ftruck with the-force of
truth, and forry for what they had done, let drop fome
tears, which trickled down their cheeks, and were.
figns of meeknefs, and forrow for their fault. Not like
thofe tears which burfted from their {woln eyes. when:
anger and hatred choaked their words; and their proud
hearts laboured with ftubborngefs asd folly; when theii
fkins reddened, and all their features were changed and.
diftorted by the violence of paffion, which made them
frightful to-the behclders, and miferable to themlfelves:
—No! Far other caufe had they now for tears, and
far different were the tears they fhed: their eyes, melt-
ing with forrow for their faults; let fall fome drops, as:
tokens of their repentance :. but, as foon as they could
recover  themfelves to fpeak, they all with one voice
cried out, Indeed, Mifs 7enny, we are forry for our
fault, and will follow your advice; which we now fee
is owing to your goodnefs;

Mifs Fenny now produced a bafket of apples, which
fhe had purchafed out of the little pocket-money {he
was allowed, in order to prove, that thefame things
may be a pleafure, or a pain, according as the perfons
to whom. they are given, are good or bad.

Thefe the placed in the midft of her companions,
and defired them to eat; and enjoy themfelves; and
wow they were {0 changed, that each helped her next
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neighbour before fhe would touch any for herfelf:
and the moment they were grown thus good-natured
and friendly, they were as well-bred, and as polite, as
it is poffible to defcribe.

Mifs Fenny’s joy was inexpreflible, that fhe had
caunfed this happy change: nor le(s was the joy of her
companions, who now began to tafte pleafures, from
which their animofity te each other had hitherto de-
barred them. They all fat looking pleafed on their
companions : their faces borrowed beauty from the
calmnefs and goodnefs of their minds: and all thofe
ugly frowns, and all that ill-natured fournefs, which,
when they were angry and crofs, were but too plain in
- their faces, were now intirely fled: jeffamine and ho-
neyfuckles furrounded their feats, and played round
their heads, of which they gathered nofegays to pre-
fent each other with. They now enjoyed all the plea-
fure and happinefs that attend thofe who are innocent
and good.

Mifs Fenny, with her heart overflowing with joy at
this happy change, faid, ¢ Now, my dear companions,
that you may be convinced what I have {aid and
done was not occafioned by any defire of proving
myfelf wifer than you, as Mifs Sukey hinted while
fhe was yet in her anger, I will, if you pleafe, relate
to you the hiftory of my paft life; by which you
will {fee in what manner I came by this way of think-
ing. And as you will perceive it was chiefly owing
to the inftructions of a kind mamma, you may all
likewife reap the fame advantage under good Mrs
Teachum, if you will obey her commands, and at-
tend to her precepts. And after I have given you
the particulars of my life, I muft beg that every one
of you will, fome day or other, when you have re-
fleCted upon it, declare all that you can remember
of your own; for, thould you not be ahle to relate
any thing worth remembering as an exampie, yet
there is nothing more likely to amend the future
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« part of any one’s life; than the recollecting and con-
¢ feffing the faults of the paft. |

All our little ‘company highly approved of Mifs
Fenny's propofal; and promifed, in their turns, to re-
Jate their own lives ; and Mifs Polly Suckling cried out,
¢ Yes, indeed, Mifs Fenny, Tl tell all, when it comes
¢ to my turn: fo pray begin; for I long to hear what
« you did, when you was no bigger than I am now.’
Mifs Fenny then kiffed little Polly, aud faid, fhe would
inftantly begin. i

But as, in the reading any one’s {tory, it is an ad-
ditional pleafure to have {ome acquaintance with their -
perfons; and as I delight in giving my little readers
every pleafure that is in my power; I fhall endeavour,
as juftly as I can, by defeription, to fet before their eyes
the picture of this good young creature: and the fame
of every one of our young company, as they begin
‘their- lives.

“The DEscrRIPTION of Mifs Jenny Peace.

R A I5S Fenny Peace was juft turned of fourteen,
: and could be called neither tall nor fhort of her
age: but her whole perfon was the moft agreeable
.that can be imagined. She bad an exceeding fine com-
.plexion, with as much colour in her cheeks as is the
nataral effe@ of perfeét health  Her hair was light-
‘brown, and curled in {o regalar and yet ealy a maoner,
as never to want any aflitance from art.  Her eye-
brows (which were not of that correét turn, as to look
as if they were drawn with a pencil), and her cye-
lafhes were both darker than her hair; and the latter
being very long, gave fuch a fhade to her eyes, as made
them often miftaken for black, though they were only
a dark hazle. To give any défcription of her eyes
beyond the colour and fize, which was perfetly the
medium, would be impoffible ; except by faying they
were cxpreflive of every thing that is amiable and
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good:  for through them might be read every fingle
thought of the mind; from whence' they had fuch a
brightoefs and chearfulnefs, as feemed to caft a luftre
over her whole face. ~ She had fine teeth, and a mouth
anfwering to the moft correct rules of beauty; and
when fhe fpoke (though'you were at “too'great a'di-
ftance to hear what fhe faid), there appeared fo much
fweetnefs, mildnefs, modefty, and good-nature, that
you found yourfelf filled more with pleafure than ad-
miration‘in beholding her. The delight which every
ene took in looking on Mifs Fenny' was evidentio this;
that though Mifs Sukey Fennett, and Mifs Patty Lockit,
were both what might be called handformer girls; ‘and
if you afked any perfons in company their opinion, they
would tell you'{o; yet their eyes werea directContra-
diction to their tongues, by being continvally fix.d on
Mifs Fenny : for, while fbé was in the'room, ‘it was
impoffible to fix them any where elfe. She had a natural
eafe 'and gentility in her -fhape ; and all her'motions
were more pleafing, theugh'lefs ﬁriking’;é'rl-’ﬁa'il;'svhaé
is commonly acquired by the inftrultion of ‘dancing-
mafters. L OW EOHI i Bolmnqqbaion
Sach was the agreeable perfon of Mifs Fenny Peace ;
who, in her ufual obliging mannér, ‘and 'with-an' air
pleafing beyond my power to expiefs; at the requeft
of her companious, began to'relate the hiftory of her
life, as follows: W Bosisiie ow SaLolwon
The Lave of Mk TENNSY PEACE.

‘W A Y father dying when T was biit half & year old,
: I was left to the care of my mammaj; Wwho
‘was the beft ‘woman in the world, dnd ‘to' whofe
memory I fhall ever pay the moft grateful honodr.
From the time fhe had any children; MHe made it ‘the
whole ftudy of her Jife to promote their welfare,4nd
form ‘their ‘minds in the manncr e thought avould
beft anfwer her purpofeof meking them ‘both’ gdod
C
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“-and happyi:.for it was her. conftant maxim, :that
‘. goodnefs and happinels dwelt /in: the {ame ‘boloms,
¢.and were generally found to live fo much together,
¢ that they could not eafily be feparated. :
% My mother had {ix children born alives; but could,
¢ preferve none beyond the firft year, except my bro-
Sither Harry Peace, and myfelf; She made it one of
¢ .her chief cares to cultivate and preferve the moft per-
¢ fe&t love and harmony between us. My brother is
¢ bat a twelvemonth older than I: fo that, till [ was
¢ fix years old (for feven was the age in which he was
¢.fent to. {chool)‘he remained at home with me; in
§, which time we often thad little ¢hildith quarrels : but
¢, my mother, always took care to convince us of our
¢ error, in wrangling and fighting-about nothing,’ and
%140, teach us how much more pleafure we enjoyed
¢ whilft we agreed. “She (hewed no partiality to either,
‘-but endeavoured ‘to make us equal in all things, any
¢ otherwile) than -that fhe taught me T owed a refpeét
¢.to,my. brother; as the eldeft. [} 577
. <-Befote, .my ‘brother .went' to {chool, we-had fet
¢ hours appointed us, in which we regularly attended
¢ to learn whateyer was  theught neceffary for our im-
¢ provement 3, my-mamma herfelf daily watching the
¢ opening :of our_minds, and taking great care to in-
¢ ftrut ws'in what manper to make the beft ufe of the
¢ knowledge we attained. Whatever we read fhe ex-
¢ plained to us, and made us underftand, that we
¢ might be the better for our leffons.  When we were
¢ capable of thinking, we made it fo much a rule to
“ obey our parent; . the moment fhe fignified Ler plea:
¢ fure, that by that'means we avoided many accidents
¢ and misfortunes: for example ; my brother was run-
¢ ning one day giddily round the brink of a well; and
$-if he had made the leaft falfe ftep, he muft have fallen
¢ .to the botton, and. been drowned; my mamma, by
“1a;dgni with her finger that called him to her; , pre-
¢ ferved him. from; the imminent danger he was in of
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“ lofing his life; and then fhe took care that we thould
¢ both 'be the better for this little incidefit, 'by' laying
¢ before us, how much our fafety and happincfs,’ as
« well as our duty, were concerned in being obedient.
¢ My brother and 1 once had a‘quarrel about fome-
“ thing as trifling as your apple of ‘Contentions and,
* though ‘we-both ‘heartily withed to be’fetondiled to
¢ cach other, yet did our little Hearts fwell {0 miich
“with ftubbérnnefs and pride; that adither ofus wot!d
“ fpeak: firft: by which means weiweré 5 fill§ 4616
¢'be botlr'unealy, ‘and yet wouldinst ufi¥he rémedy
¢ that was wniour own»pow'er",z«bé fefhove thyat u}né&-ﬂl
¢ nefs. *My mamma found it-ouf, and {dne'{GK e
¢ into her clofet, and faid; ¢ Shé wis {orry 't fe& Her
“ inftructions had no better éffcéton me : *for, ‘con-
“tinued' fhe, indeed, “Fenny, I am afhamed of ‘your
“ folly, as well’ as wickednefs, in' thus contending
¢ with'your brother.”” " A 'tear which Dbeélieve flowed
¢ from fhame, farted from my cyesiat this ¥epreot ;
“iand I fixed them on"the ground, Being.’tos ‘meich
¢ overwhelmed with confufion ‘to dare to'lift thém up
“‘on'my mamma. On which fhe kindlyfiidj * She
“ hoped my confufion was a fign'of my ameadment
‘“ that'fhe might indeed have ufed another methiod; by
““‘eommanding” me to feck a reconciliatioh Awith 'my
~brother ; for (he’ did not imagine 1 was nlready'! {5
““ far gone in perverfenefs; a@s not to-hold Her éom?
“‘mands as inviolable; bat fhe was willingy! forsmy
““ good, firlt to convince me of » my follyi!t “iAsifEon
as'my confufion would give me leavelto fisedk 1oon
my knees I gave her a thoufand' thdnks’ for her
goodnefs, and went immediately to:feck my brother,
He joyfully embraced the firft opportanity 6f bing
reconciled to me : and this was éne’of the pleafante(t
hours'of ‘my life. - This'quarrel happened svhed iy
“brother ‘came home' at' breaking wp, 'and’] Avag fine
years old. ‘  vd anovest
*¢ My momma’s principal care' was!'to" Leep ‘up a
€2
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¢ :perfet amity between me and my brother. T re-
< .member once, when Harry and I were playing in
the fields, there was a {mall rivulet f{topped me in
my way. My brother being nimbler; and better
able to jump. than myfelf, with one fpring: leaped
_over, and left me on the other fide of it;  but fee-
.ing me uneafy that I could not get over to him, his
good-nature prompted him to come back and to
affift me ; and, by the help of his hand, I eafily paffed
« gver. Op this my good mamma bid me remember
how much my brother’s fuperior ftrength might
aflift me in his being my protector 5 and thar I
¢« ought, in return; to ufe my utmoft.endeavours to
.oblige him ;. and that then, we fhould  be mutual
afliftants to . each other throughout life. « Thus
every thing that paffed was made ufe of to:improve
my underftanding, and amend my heart.

< 1 believe mo child, ever {pent her time more: agree-
ably than I .did ; for I not only enjoyed my own
- pleafures, but alfo thofe of others. ' And when my
‘brother:was carried abroad, and I was left at home,
that ke was pleafed, made me full amends for the
lofs of any.diverfion. The contentions between us
(where our parents commands did not interfere)
. were -always excrted in endeavours each to prefer
the other’s. pleafures to our own. My mind was
-ealy,-and free from apxiety: for as I always took
care: to {peak truth, I had nothing to conceal from
< my mamia, andconfequently had never any fears
~of being found in a lic: for one lie obliges us to
_tell. a thoufand others to conceal it and I have no
<, notion of any condition’s being {o miferable, as to
¢ Jive in a continual fear of detection. 'Moft parti-
¢ cularly, my mamma inftruéted me to beware of
<. all forgs ' of deceit: fo that T was accuftomed, not
¢ only in words -to {peak truth, but alfo not to €n-

¢ deavour by any means to deceive. '
¢ But-though the friend(hip between my brother and
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¢ e was {o firongly cultivated, yet Avéres wie taaght;
© that lying for each’other, or praifing schch ‘other)
¢ when it was not deferved, was not only a faulry but
LA very great crimé:., for :lns oy mamma e’ to
€itell us; ‘was ot love, but hatredi: asidt wastengbu*
¢ raging ‘ofe another!in: follyand ! Wll‘.‘!xadﬂds-waﬂﬂd
: though my natural difpofition inclineld!sfnerdoribe
¢ 'véty tender of every ‘thing tin/my ‘power;i yerlwas
¢« T not fuffered to” give way even todhss in' an-am-
<'réafonable degree : one inltande. of! \bhicly 17 rze?
¢ member ; tznoilor e ododt
12 £ When Towas about eleven yea'rs ol lxha‘d*'\. tat
esthat I'had bred up from a little kiteow; thag led 15
¢“play‘rdund me; "till T had' mdulgfcd for thdipoor:hni-
“impal“d fondnels' that made me ‘delight7 tdnihame it
< contifitally with'me where'ever I wentg «ind{ incre?
“drn for my*ifidulgence; the’ cdt! féemmﬂ‘ tocfave
¢ changed 'its natare, and affumed the manaer: that
“/'more - properly belongs 'to :dogs! thand cats';' for ¢
“would “toilow! mie “about “the! hovle: and’ gardms
¢ mourii fot iny‘ablence; andirejoice at imylpréiende +
< drid; what] was very remarkable,\ therspoors anfihdl
"-~wou1d wihen fed by : my ! handy 18févthat cavion
¢ which'catsare/ knowno tobe poffoﬁﬁ:d ‘ofj andeat
“ svhatever I gave ity as if it could refledt; that I« meant
“only'its good, and.no harm couldicome from e,
i Tiwas at laft foraccaftomkd ol fee this little fnﬂ
“ {for fo I called:it) playing rgtmd the, that'l feemed to
“‘mifs part of myfelf inits tublentel: o Butione: daynthg
““poot litele creature followed me Lto: thel door 1 whed’
¢ a parcel! of fchool-boys! eomxdg "byy ongrof rhem’
¢ ‘catched“her up in. thiscarms; and-mmaway w:th
““her. < All myicrics werewo o pupofe ;| for; heayas
“ out ‘of fight with her in @ mbmen':dnd/ thereskyas”
‘no niethod to tracc his ﬁeps Fhé crdel ivetehes)!
“Iifor fport, ! as ithey cailedvir; homtted it <vhel Hexwday
“from oie to" theother, iin the mofb-barbarods mon*
@dybsTtut naivd tnyrsgq b
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< mery-nill-at laft it took fhelter -in that. houfe - that
¢ ufed to be its protettion, and came and expired. at
fomyifeetoe ins 1 ke
1“1 was foftruck with the fight of the little animal
fdying in that manner, that the .great grief of my
§ theart overflowed at my eyes, and I was for fome time
sdnconfalabiles -1 noli i e A 158
2% My indulgent mamma comforted without blaming
¢ me, till the thought I had fufficient time to vent my
¢ sgrief ;! :and then, fending for me into her chamber,
¢ fpoke as follows : 15y

- #' Fenny; 1 Hiave watched you ever finceithedeath of
¢4 your little favourite cat ; -and have been in hopes
¢¢ daily, that your lamenting and melancholy on that
¢ accotins:would be at an end : but I, find you ftil}
< perfiltin grieving,-as if fuch a lofs was irreparable.
¢ty Now, though I have always encouraged you in alk
¢ {entiments of good-nature and compaflion, and am
<« fenfible, that where: thofe fentiments are ftrongly
¢ implanted, they will extend their influenceeven to
“s-the leaft apimal; yet you are to confider, my child,
< that you arenot to. give .way to any paffions: thav
« interfere with’ your duty : for whenever there is
“_any. contention between your duty and your incli-
“f pations, you muft conquer the latter, or become
¢ wicked and contemptible.. -1f, therefore, you give
* way to this melancholy, how will you be able to
* perform your duty towards me, in chearfully obey-
“ ing 'my commands, ahd endeavouring, by your
*t lively prattle, and innocent gaiety of heart, to be
“: my compapion and. delight ? = Nor will you be fit
o to converfe:-with your brother, whom (as you loft
st your! good. pappa:when you was too young to know
*¢ that-lofs) I have endeavoured to educate in fuch a
s+ qrianner, ‘that I hope he' will be a father to you, if
«¢; gour deferve ‘his love and protettion. In fhort, if
« you do not keep command- enough of yourfelf to
s prevent being ruffled by every accident, you will

5
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be unfit for all the focial offices of life, and be de-
fpifed by all thofe whole regard and love is worth
your feeking. I treat you, my girl, as capable of
confidering what is for your own good: for though
you: are but eleven:years of age,: yet 1 hope the
pains I have taken ‘in explaining- all you read, and
1n- anf{wering all; your queftions in fearch of know-
ledge, bas not been fo much;thrown away, but
that you are more capable of judging, than thofe
unhappy children are, whofe parents have . ne-
gletted to inftruét them : anditherefore, farther to

- enforce what I {ay, remhember that repining at any

accident that happens to you, is;an effence to that
Gopn, to whom«I have taught:you ddily to:pray -
for all the bleflings you can receive, -and towhom
you are to return humble thanks for every blefling,
¢ [ expect, therefore, Fenny, that you now dry up

‘ your tears; -and refume your ufual;chearfulnefs. I

do: not doubt but-your obedience to me will make

' you at leaft ‘put on the appearance of chearful-

nefs in my fight ;' but you will deceive: yourfelf,
if ' you!think- that is performing your duty; for
if you would jobey me as you ought, you muft

 try heartily to root from your mind, all forrow and

gloominefs. = You may depend upon it, this com-
‘mand is in/your power to obey:; for you know I
never require any thing of you that is impoffible.””-
¢« After my mamma had made this {peech; the went
out to take a walk in the garden, and left me to
confider of what fhe had faid. b
¢ The moment I came to refle¢t ferioufly, 1 found
it was indeed in my power to root all melancholy
from my heart, when I confidered it was neceffary,
in order to perform my duty to Gop, to obey the
beft of mothers, and to make myfelf a blefling and
a chearful companion to her, rather than a burden,
and the caufe of her uneafinefs, by my: foolith ‘me-
lancholy.
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4 This little 'accident,  as‘managed by my'mamina,
“has been' a leffon 'to me in governing niy pafﬁons
< ever'finee: '

& Tt-would be endlefs to frepeat all the met“ods this
"voed\ mother  invented for my Fnflroction;: amend-
¢ ment, and ‘improvement. - 1t is fufficient to acquaint
¢ ‘you, that fhe' contrived that every: new day fhould
¢ open to ‘e forne new' fcene (of knowledge ;. -and'no
< girl could be ‘happier than 1 was' during her life.
¢ But, alas ¥ when 1 'was thirteen years of age, the
< {cene changed. - "My dear mamma was taken-illbof a
{featlet ft:wr Tateended her day bnd nightewhilft
¢ fhelay il my eyes ftarting “with ‘tears ‘to'feg her in
< ‘that conidition’; "and iyet 1.did' novdare to! gwe iy
L forr‘ows vent, for fear of increafing her - pains 0

Here ' a mci\hnn tear ftolé from Mifs Fenny's eyes.
She fupprefled: fome rifing: fobs that interrupted *her
{peech ;. and was'about to jproceed in” her*ftory, when
caftiig her‘eyes on her' companions, ifhefaw: her. for-
row ‘had-fueh an‘effect upon them all, ‘that there was
not one of “her hearers who could réfrain  from " fhed-
ding a’{ympathizing tear.  She therefore! thoughtn it
was more {iriétly following her ‘mamma’s precepts:to
pafs this: part of her'ftory in filence; ‘rather. than 1o
grieve her friends 5 and having wiped away her tedrs,
the bafteried to conclude her Pory : whlch (hc dld as
follows's | 7t ~ ‘ -

<iAfter my Hiamma’s death my aunt Aewrz.fn, my
¢ father’s fifter, took the care'of me': but being obli-
¢ ged to go to Famaica, to fetile fome -affairs xe]atmg
< to an eftate fhe is pofleffed of there, fhe took with
¢ her. my coufin Harriot her only daughter, and left
¢ e ‘under thelcare of ‘good Mis Teachum, till'her re-
¢ tarn : and' fidce I have 'been here, 'you ail know as
“ much of my hxﬁory as [ do my(clf : 55

q

D

As les j‘ffm}) {poke thiefe words, the bell {um-
moned them to fupper, and to the prefence of their
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‘governefs, who having narrowly watched their looks
ever fince the fray, had hitherto plainly perceived, that
though they did not dare to break ont again into an
open quarrel, yet their hearts had ftill harbeured un-
kind thoughts of one another. She was furprifed
now, as fhe ftood at a wisdow in the hall that over-
Jooked thie garden, to fee all her {cholars walk towards
her hand in hand, with fuch chearful countenances,
as plainly fhewed their inward good humour = and as
fie thought proper to mention to them her pleafure in
feeing them thus altered, Mifs Fenny Peace related to
her governefs all that had pafled in the arbour, with
their general reconciliation. Mrs Teachum gave Mils
Fenny all the -applavfe due to her goodnefs; faying,
She herfelf had only waited  a little while, to-fee if
their anger would fubfide; and love take its place
in their bofoms, without her interfering again ; ' for
that fhe certainly fhould otherwile have done,: to
- hdve: brought -about what Mifs Fenny had {o hap-
pily effetted.” sni 194 ' '
"Mifs Fenny thanked her governefs for her kind ap-
probation; and faid, ¢ That if fhe would give them
< leave, they would fpend what time fhe was' pleafed
¢ to allow them from fchool in this little arbour, in
< reading {tories, and fuch things as {he (hould think
¢ a praper and innocent amufement.”: |
. Mrs Teachum not only gave leave, but very much
approved of this propofal ; and defired Mifs Fenny; as
a reward for what f(he had already done; to prefide
over thefe diverfions, and to give her anaccount in
what manner they proceeded. Mifs Fenny promifed
in all things to be guided by good Mrs 7Zeachum.
And.now, foon after {upper,. they retired to reft, free
from thofe uneafy paflions which ufed to prevent their
quiet ;. and as they hadi paffed the day in pleafure, at
night they funk infoft and fweet repofe. '+ o o7
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The ﬁiﬂ Day ',(y’iér ' 't./fez'ff, Repcn/z‘ancz & and,
- ‘confequently, - the Jirft Day of “the Hap--
_ pnefs of " AT JENNY PEACE and
ber Compamons, - . : S oy 5t

;E P AR iris dickeoryidzsd 1 4die Be Nt Forny
&4 arofe; dll: Her- companionsi flocked  tound hery,
for they:now: looked on her: as thebeftr frié‘nd;;‘-thcyl
had inthe:world s ‘and! they agreed, when they“came
out of  fchool, to adjourn into their arbour, and ' di-
vert themfelyes : till dinner- time ; which  theyi-agcord=
ingly did..« Whenv Mife Fénny.: propofed, if? it was.
agreeabler to them to! heas it, to-read: them a> flory,
which the had put in her. pocket for. ithat purpofe :
2nd fas they now began'to look | vpon‘her as. the moft
proper: perfon to dire@ them in their amufeménts,
they. all replied; « What was moftiagreeable. to. her-
‘ would. pleafe! them beft.” She then began to: read:
the following! ftory; with which we. thall! open. their -
firlt day’s amufements. | oor ond Don et o

The " Story of  the cruel” Grant Barpa-
© R1co, the good Giant BENEF1CO, and

‘the:little prefty Dawarf M1 xox.

A Great many hundred years ago, 'the mountaine
‘L X of Wales were inhabited by two-giants'; 'one of
whom was the terroriof: all* his neighbours, and ‘the
plague of the whole: country.- He greatly exceedead
the fize of any giant recorded in hiftory; and his
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eyes. looked fo fierce and terrible,  that they: frigh-
‘tened all who were fo unhappy as to behold them,

. The name of this enormous wretch was Barbaricos
a name, which filled ‘all'who héard it, with fear and
altonithment ' The whole delight of this ‘monfter’s
liferwas in a&s of inhumanity.and mifchief ;' and he
was the ‘molt miferable as- well as the moft wicked
«creature that ever yet was born. 1 He had no fooner
committed jone ‘outrage, but he was in agonies till' he
could commit another ; never fatisfied, unlefs he could
find an' opportunity of either torturing or devouring
{ome innocent creature.  'And whenevet he happened:
to be. difappointed in any of his malicious purpofes,
‘he would ftretch his immenfe bulk on the top of fome
high-mountain, and: groan, and beat: the carth, and
bellow: with fuch a hollow voice, that the wholé coun~
try heard and trembled at the {found.

The other .giant, whofe name was Benefico, was
not fo tall and bulky (as ‘the hideous Barbarico s he
was handfome and well-praportioned, and of a very
-gdod-natured turn-of miad: - His delight ivas' no afs
iniacts of ,goodnefs and benevolence than the other’s
was in.cruelty and mifchief. ' His conftant cire wis to
endeavour, if poffible, to repair the injuries commit-
ted by this horrid tyrant: which he: had fometimes
-an opportunity of doing ; for though' Barbarico was
much larger-and ftronger than Benefico, yetrhis: coward
mind was; afraid /to ‘engdge with him, and ‘always
fhunned a meeting 5 leaving: the purfuit of any prey,’
1t he himfelf -was purfued by Benefico simor could the
good Beneficotruflt farther tor this.coward ) pirit of: his’
bafe adverfary, ‘than only to make the horrid creatute
fly ; for he well knew, that a clofe! engagement: might
maKe bim defperate ; and fatal tos himfelf might be
‘the confequence of fuch a bratal defperation’: theres
fore he prudently declined any attempt ‘to deftroy this
cruel monfier, “till he fhould gain fome {nte:advantage’
sdoer Bimenfiacs o stisig i b 10900 naipg G
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It happened on a certain day, that as the inbumarn
Barbarico was prowling  along the fide of a crag-
gy mountain, overgrown with brambles and briery
thickets, taking mofthoriid ftrides, rolling his ghaft-
ly eyes around in queft of human blood, and having
his breaft tortured with inward rage and grief,  that'
ke had been fo unhappy as' to live one whole day
without fome' a& of violence; he beheld, in a plea-
fant valley at a diftance, a little rivuler winding its
gentle courfe through rows of willows mixed with
flowery fhrubs Hither the giant hafted : and being
arrived, he gazed about, to fce if /in this {fweet retire-
ment any were fo unhappy as to fall within his power :
but finding none, the difappointment fet him in-a
flame of rage, which, burning like an inward furnace,
parched his throat. ~And now he laid him down up-
on the bank, to try if in the cool ftream, that mur-
mured as it flowed, he could afluage or flack the
fiery thirft that burnt within him. i
- He bent him down to drink: andrar the fame time,
caflting his baleful eyes towards the oppofite fide, < he
difcovered within a little ‘patéral arbour, formed by
the branches ofl a {preading tree, within the meadow’s
flowery lawn; the thepherd Fidus and his loved Amata.
.The gloomy tyrant ao fooner perceived this happy
pair, than his heart exulted with joy; and fuddenly
leaping up on the ground, he forget his thirft, and
left the ftream: untafted. - He ftood for a fhort {pace
to view them in their {fwect retirement’; and was {oon
convinced, that in the innocent enjoyment of recipro-
cal' affetion _their happinefs: was complete. - His eye,
inflamed with envy to behold fuch blifs, darted a fear-
ful glare ; and his breaft fwelling with malice and in-
venomed rage, he with gigantic pace approached their
peaceful feat.. ' . i

The happy Fidus was at that time buly in entertain-
ing his loved 4mata with a fong which he had that
very morning compofed in praife of conflancy; and
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the giant was now within one ftride of them, when
.»fl;n/zta perceiving him, cried out in a trembling voice,
- ¢ Fly, Fidus, fly, or.we are loft for ever: we are pur-
¢ {ued by the hateful Barbarico” She had {carce ut-
tered thefe words, when the favage tyrant {cized them
by the waift in either hand, and holding them up to
his nearer view, thus faid : < Speak, mifcreants; and,
¢ if you would avoid immediate death, tell me who
< you are, and whence arifes that tranquillity of mind
¢ which, even at a diltance, was vifible in your beha-
¢ “viour.’

Poor Fidus, with looks that would have melted the
hardeft heart, innocently replied, ¢ That they were
¢ wandering that way, without defigning offence to
“ any creature on earth: that they were faithful lo-
¢ vers; and, with the confent of all their friends and
¢ relations, were foon to be married; therefore in-
¢ treated him not to part them.’

The giant now no fooner perceived, from the Jaft
words of the affrighted youth, what was moft likely
to give them the greateft torment, than, with a {piteful
grin, which made his horrible face yet more horrible
and in a hollow voice, as loud as thunder, he taummrr-
ly cried out, ¢ Ho hoh! Yow’d not be pnted woulJ

you > For ence I'll gratify thy will, and thou fhal
¢ follow this thy whimpering fondling down my Cdpb
¢ cious maw.” So faying, he turned his ghalftly vifage
on the trembling Amata, who being now no longer
able to fupport Forfelf under his cruel threats, fainted
away, and remained in his hand bat as a htcl\.fs corpfe,
When lifting up his eyes towards the hill on the oppo-
fite fide, he beheld Benefico coming haftily towards him.
This qood giant, having been that morning informed
that Barbarico was roaming in the mountains after
prey, left his peaceful caftle, in hopes of giving protec-
tion to whatever unforcunate creature {hould fall mto
the clutches of this fo eruel a monfter.

Barbarico, at the fight of the friendly Benefico, Rarts
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ed with fear: for although in bulk and flature he was,
as we have faid, the fuperior; yet that cowardice
which ever accompanies wickednefs, now wrought in
him in fuch a manner, that he could not bear to con-
front him, well knowing the courage and fortitade that
always attend the good and virtuous; and therefore
inftantly putting Fidus into the wallet that hung over
his fhoulder, he flung the fainting #mata, whom he
tcok to be quite expired, into the fiream that ran hard
by, and fled-to his cave, notdaring once to caft his ,
eyes behind him.

"The good Benefico perceiving the monfler’s fighe,

and not doubting but he had been doing fome horrid
- mifchief, immediately hafted to the brook ; where he
found the half-expiring 4mata floating - down the
ftream ; for her cloaths had yet borne her up on the fur-
face of the water. He fpeedily ftepped in, and drew
her out; and taking ber in his arms, preffed her to his
warm bofom; and in a fhort fpace perceivieg in her
face the vifible marks of returning life, his heart fwell-
ed with kind compaffion, and he thus befpoke the ten-
der maid : < Unhappy damfel, lift up thy gentle eyes,
¢ and tell me by what hard fate thou waft fallen into
¢ the power of that barburous monfler, whofe favage
¢ nature delights in nothing but:ruin and defolation.
Tremble not thus, but without fear or terror behold
¢ one who joys in the thought of having faved thee
¢ frem deftruction, and will bring thee every comfort
¢ his utmoft power can procure.’

The gentle #mata was now juft enough recovered
to open her eyes: but finding herfelf in a giant’s arms,
and ftill retaining in bher mind the frightful image of
the horrid Barbarico, fhe fetched a deep figh, crying
out in broken accents, ¢ Fly, Fidus, fly ;> and again funk
down uvpon the friendly giant’s breaft. On hearing
thefe words, and plainly fecing by the anguifh of her
mind that fome fettled grief was deeply rooted at her
heart, rand therefore defpairing to bring her to herfelf

&
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immediately, the kind Bengfico haftened with her to his
hofpitable caftle; where every imaginable affiftance was
adminiftred to her relief, in order to recover her loit
fenfes, and reconcile her to her wretched fate.
The cruel Barbarico was no fooner arrived at his
gloomy cave, than he called to bim hislittle page; who,
trembling to hear the zyrant now again returned,
quickly drew near to attead his {tern commands: when
drawing out of the wallet the poor Fidus, more dead
than alive, : the mon/fer cried out, ¢ Here, caitiff, take
¢ ‘in chdrge this {mooth-faced mifcreant; and, d’ye
¢ hear me? {ee that his allowance be no more than
one {mall ounce of mouldy bread, and half a pint of
¢ ftanding water, for each day’s fupport, till his now
- ¢ blooming fkin be withered, his fleth be wafted from
¢ his bones, and he dwindle to a meagre fkeleton.” So
faying, he: left them, as he hoped, to bewail each

" other’s fad condition. Bat the unhappy Fidus, bereft
of his Amuata, was not to be appalled by any of the
moft horrid threats; for now his only comfort was,
the hopes of a {peedy end to his miferable life, and to
find a refuge from his misfortunes in the peaceful
grave.  With this reflettion the faithful Fidus was en-
deavouring to calm the inward troubles of his mind,
when- the little page, with looks of the mofk tender
compaffion, and in gentle words, bid him be comfort-
ed, and with patience endure his prefent afflition;
adding, that he himfelf had long {uffered the moft ri-
gorous fate, yet defpaired not but that one day would
give them an opportunity to free themfelves from the
wicked wretch, whofe fole delight was in others tor-

' ments. As to hisinhuman commands, continued he,
1 will {ooner die than obey them; and in a tutual
friendfhip, perhaps, we may find fome confolatiod, even
in this difmal cave. :

This little page the cruel Barbarico had ftolen from
his parents at five years old; ever fince which time
he had tortured and abufed him, till he had now t-

172
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tained the age of one and twenty. His mother had
given him the name of Mignon; by which name the
monfter always called him, as it gratified his infolence
to make ufe of that fond appellation whilft he was
abufing bim: only when he faid Mignon, he would
in derifion add the word dwarf; for, to fay the truth,
Mignen was one of the leaft men that was ever feen,
though at the fame time one of the prettieft : his limbs,
though fmall, were exaély proportioned: his counte-
nance was at once {prightly and foft; and whatever
his head thought, or his heart felt, his eyes by -their
looks exprefled ; and his temper was as fweet as his
perfon was amiable. -Such was the gentle creature
Barbarica chofe to torment: for wicked giants, no lefs
than wicked men and women, are conftantly torment-
ed at the appearance of thofe perfections in another,
to which they them{elves have no pretenfions. Y
The friendfhip and affetion of Fidus and Mignon
now every day encreafed ; and the longer they were
acquainted, the more delight they took in each other’s
company. The faithful Fidus relatéd to his companion
the ftory of his loved .4mata, whilft the tender Mig~
non confoled his friend’s inward forrows, and {fupplied
him with neceflaries, notwithftanding the venture he
run of the cruel tyrant’s heavy difpleafure. The giant
cealed not every day to view the haplefs Fidus, to fee
if the cruelty of his intentions had in any degree
wronght its defiréd effect : but percciving in him no
alteration, be now began to be {ufpicious that the little
Mignon had not punctually obeyed bhis favage ‘com:
mand,  In order therefore fa {atisfy bis wicked: eurio-
{1y, the refolved within himielt navrowly to:watch teves
vy occafion thefe poor unbapp captives had of conver-
fivg with each other.. = Mignon, well knowing the im-
p]ulﬁl‘)‘le and revengeful dii}uo!it’:(m_ of Ehis {}nr&mv:n;
Zyrant, had taken all the precantions imaginable to
avoid difcovery; and thercfore generally foughe every
opportunity of beingalone with Fidus, and cairying
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him his daily provifions, at thofe hours he knew the

- giant was molt likely to be alleep.
It fo befel, that on a certain day the wicked giant
had, as was his ufual cultom, been abroad-for many
hoars, in fearch of fome uphappy creature on whom
to glut his hateful inhumanity 5 when, tired with fruit-
lefs roaming, he returned back to his gloomy, cave,
~beguiled of all bis horrid purpoles ; for he hadnot
once that day efpied {o much as the. tract of man, or
other harmlefs animal, to give him even hopes to gra-
tify his rage or cruelty: but now raving with inward
torment and defpair, he laid him down upon his iron
couch, to try if he could clofe his eyes and quiet the
tumultuous paffions of his breaft, He toffed, and tum-
bled, and could get no-reft; . ftarting.with, fearful
dreams, and horrid vifions of tormenting furies.
. Mean while, the gentle Mignon had prepared a little
delicate repaft; and having feen the mon/ler lay himfelf
at length, and thinking now that a fit occafion offcred
in which to comfort and refreth his Jong-expecting
friend, was haftening with it to the cgll where the faith ;
ful Fidus was confined. At this fatal moment the giant,
‘rearing himf{ulf upon his couch, perceived the little
Iifignon juft at the entrance of the cell: when calling
to him in a hollow voice,. that difmally; refounded
through the cave, he fo ftartled the poor unhappy
page, that hc dropped, the coyer from Lis trembling
hand, and; ftood fixed and motionlefs as a flatue. ,
Come bither, Mignon, caitiff, dwarf,; {aid then, the
taunting homicide: but the poor little creature was fo
thunderftruck, he was quite unable to ftir one foor,
Whereat the giant roufing himfelf from off bis couck,
with one huge ftride, reached out hig brawny arm, and
feized him by the wailt ; and, pointing to the {cattered
delicates, cried out, ¢ Vile mifcreant ! is it thus, thou
¢ haft obeyed my orders?. is this:the mouldy bread
¢« and muddy water, with which alone it was my com-
¢« magnd thog thould(t fuftain that puny mortal? But
: i $L3E ikt
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s L1 Here raifing him aloft, he was about to da(h
him to the ground: when fuddenly revolving in his
wicked thoughts, that if at once he thould deftroy his
patient {lave, his cruelty to him muft alfo have an’end,
he paufed—and then recovering his ftretched-out arm,
and bringing the little trembler near his glaring eyes,
he thus fubjoins: ¢ No; I'll not deftroy thy wretched
¢ life: but thou fhalt wafte thy weary days in a dark
¢ dungeon, as far remote from the leaflt dawn of light,

as from thy beloved companion: and I myfelf will
caretully fupply you both, fo equally, with mouldy
bread and water, that each by his own fufferings
¢ fhall daily know what his dear friend endures.” So
faying, he haftened with him to his deepeft dungeon ;
and having thruft him in, he doubly barred the iron
door. = And now again retiring to his couch, this new-
wrought mifchief, which greatly gratified his raging
mind, foon funk him down into a {ound and heavy
fleep. The reafon this horrid monfler had not long
ago devoured his litde captive (for he thought him a
delicious morfel) was, that he might never want an ob-
je€t at hand to gratify his cruelty: for though ex-
tremely great was his voracious hunger, yet greater ftill
was his defire of tormenting; and oftentimes when he
had teazed, beat, and tortured the poor gentle Mignon,
{o as to force from him tears, and fometimes a foft
complaint, he would, with a malicious {neer, {cornfully
reproach him in the following words: ¢ Little does it
¢ avail to whine, to blubber, or complain; for, re-
* member, abjeét wretch,

€
¢

s

¢ [ am a giant, and I can eat thee :
¢ Thou art a dwarf, and thou canft not eat me.

When Mignon was thus alone, he ihrew himfelf on
the cold ground, bemoaning his unhappy fate. How-
ever, he foon recolleted; that patience and refignation
were his only fuccour in this diftrefstul condition ;
not doubting, but that as goodnefs cannot always fuf-
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fer, he thould in time meet with fome unforefeen deli-
verance from the favage power of the inbuman Bar-
barico. :

Whillt the gentle Mignon was endeavouring to com=
fort himfelf in his dungeon with thefe good reflections,
he fuddenly perceived, at a lictle diftance from him, a
fmall glimmering light. Immediately he rofe from the
ground, and going towards it, found that it fhone
through a little door that had been left a-jar, which
led him to a {pacious hall, wherein the giant hoarded
his immenfe treafures. Mignon was at firft dazzled
with the luftre of fo much gold, and filver, and {park-
ling jewels, as were there heaped together. But caft- ’
ing his eyes on a ftatue that was placed in the middle
of the room, he read on the pedeftal, written in very
fmall letters, the following verfes:

Wouldft thou from the rage be free
Of the tyrant’s tyranny,

Locfe the fillet which is bound

Thrice three times my brows around ;
Bolts and bars fhall open fly,

By a magic [ympathy.

Take him in his fleeping hour ;

Bind bis neck, and break his pow'’r :
PATIENCE bids, make no delay :
Hafle to bind him, hafle away.

Mignon’s little heart now leapt for joy, that he had
found the means of fuch a {peedy deliverance; and
eagerly climbing up the ftatue, he quickly unbound
the magic fillet: which was no fooner done, but fud-
denly the bolts and bars of the great brazen pates,
‘through which the giant vfed to pafs to this his trea-
fury, were all unloofed. and the folding-doors of their
own accord flew open, grating harfh thunder on their
mafly hinges. At the fame inftant, ftretched on his
iron couch in the room adjoining to the hall, the giant
gave a deadly groan. Here again the little Mignon's
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trembling heart began to fail ; for he feared the mon-
fter was awakened by the noife, and that he fhould
now fuffer the cruelleft torments his wicked malice
could invent. Wherefore for a {hort {pace he remained
clinging round the ftatue, till bhe perceived that all
again was huthed and filent. + When getting down, he
geatly ftole into the giant’s chamber ; where he foun_d
him ftill in a profound ﬂeep

But here, to the great mortification of Mifs Ferny’s
attentive bearers, the hour of enatertaining themfelves
being at an-end, they were oblxgcd to leave the poor
little Mignon in the greateft diftrefs and fright, left the
giant thould awake before he could fulfil the commands
of the oracle, and to wait for the remainder of the
ftory till another opportunity.

In the evemng, as foon as {chool was over, “the little
company again met in their arbour ; and nothmo could
be greater. “than their impartience to hear the event of
Mignon’s hazardous undertaking. Mifs Dolly Friendly
faid, that if the poor little creature was deftroyed, fhe
fhould not fleep that night. But they all joined in in-
treating Mifs fenny to procecd which fhe did in the
following manner :

A Continuation of the Story of the G1 . NTs.

O:W, thought Mignon; is the lacky moment to

fulfil the inftvuétions of the oracle: and then,
cautioufly getting up the fide of the couch, with trem-
bling hands he put the fillet round the monfter’s neck,
and tied it firmly in a three-fold knot : and againfofily
creeping down, he retired into a corner of the room,
to- wait the withed event. In a few minutes the giant
waked ; and opening: his enormous eyes, be glared -
their horrid -orbs arcund (but without the leaft moticn
of his head or body) and fpicd the little Mign:n whepe
he lay, clofe fhrinking, to avoid his baleful fight.
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The giant no fooner perceived this little page at
liberty, but his heart forely {mote him, and he began
to fufpet the worlt that could befal : for, recollecting
that he 'had’ carelefly lefr open the little door leading
from the dungeon to the great hall wherein was placed
the fatal magic ftatue, he was now entirely convinced
that Mignon had difcovered the fecret charm on which
his power depended ; for he already found the magic
of the fillet round his neck fully to operate, his finews
all relax, his joints all tremble ; ‘and when he would
by his ‘own hand’have triedto free himfelf, his fhiver-
ing limbs, he found; refufed obedience to their office.
Thus bereft of all his ftrengthj and well nigh ‘motions
lefs, in this extremity of impotence he caft'about with-
in himfelf, by what {ly fraud (for fraud and {ubtilty
were now his only refuge) he beft might work upon
the gentle Mignon' to lend his kind affiftance to un-
loofe him: ~ Wheérefore with guileful words; and feem-
ing courtefy, fll firiving to conceal his curfed condi-
tion, he thus befpake his little captive: =~

<. Come hither, Mignon ; my pretty gentle boy, come
¢ pear me.. This fillet thou haft bound around my
¢ neck, to keep me from the cold, gives me {fome pain.
¢ I know thy gentle nature would not let thee fee thy
< tender mafter in the leaft uneafinefs, without afford-
¢ ing him thy chearful aid and kind relicf - ‘Come hi-
¢ ther, my dear childy I fay, and loofe the knot which
< in thy kind concern (I thank thee for thy care) thou
¢ haft-tied fo hard, it fomewhat frets my neck.’

Thefe words the infidious wretch uttered in fuch a
Jow trembling tone of voice, and with fuch an affecta-
tion of tenderoefs, that the little page, who had never
before experienced from him ‘any fuch kind of dialett,
and but too well knew his favage nature to believe that
any thtog but guile, or want of power, could move him
to the leaft friendly fpeech, or kind affetion, began
now ftronsly to be perfuaded that all was as he wifhed,
and that the power of the inhuman ‘tyrant was at an
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end. He knew full well, that if the giant had not loft
the ability of rifing from the couch, he (hould ere now
too fenfibly have felt the fad effets of his malicious
refentment; and therefore boldly adventured to ap-
proach him ; and coming near the couch, and finding
not the leaft effort in the monfter to reach him, and
from thence quite fatisfied of the giant’s total incapa-
city of doing farther mifchief, he flew with raptures to.
the cell where Fidus lay confined.

Poor Fidys all this time was quite difconfolate : por

could he guefs the caufe why his little riend fo long
had keptaway: one while he thought the giant’s ftern
commands had ftreightened him of all fubfiftence;
another while his heart mifgave him for his gentle
frisnd, left unawares his kind beneficénce towards him
had caufed him to fall a facrifice to the tyrant’s cruel
refentment,  With thefe, and many. other like reflec-
tions, the unhappy youth was bufied, when Mignon,
{uddenly unbarring the cell, flew to his friend, and
eagerly embracing him, cried out, < Come, Fidus, hafte,
* my deareft friend; for thou and all of us are from
this moment free. ‘Come and behold the cruel mon-
fter, where he lyes, bereft of all his ftrength. I can-
not ftay to tell thee now the caufe; but hafte, and
thou f(halt fee the dreaded tyrant ftretched on his
iron couch, deprived of all his wicked power : but
firft let us. unbar each cell, wherein is pent fome
wretched captive, that we may fhare a general tran{-
port for this our glad deliverance.’ '
The faithful Fidus, whofe heart had known but
little joy fince he had loft his loved 4mata, now felt a
dawning hope that he might once more chance to find
her, it fhe had furvived their fatal feparation’; and,
without one word of anfwer, he followed Mignon to
the feveral cells, and foon releafed all the altonifhed
captives, :

Mignon firft carried them to behold their former
terror, now, to appearance, almoft a lifelefs corpfle;
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who, on fecing them all furround his couch, gave a
moft hideous roar, which made them tremble, all but
the gentle Mignon, who was convinced of the impo-
tence of his rage, and begged them to give him their
attendance in the hall ; where they were no fooner
aflembled, than he fhewed them the flatue, read them
the oracle, and- told them every circumftance before
related.

They now began to bethink themfelves of what me-
thod was to be taken to procure their entire liberty ;
for the influence of the magic fillet extended only to
the gates of the hall; and fiill they remained impri-
foned within the difmal cave: and though they knew
from the oracle, as weil as from what appeared, that
the monfter’s power was at an end ; yet ftill were they
to feek the means of their efcape from this " his horrid
abode. At length Mignon agdin afcended the couch
to find the mafly key; and {pying one end of it peep
out from under the pillow, he called to Fidus, who
firlt ftepped up to his friend’s affiftance ; the reft, by
his example, quickly followed: and now, by their
united force, they dragged the ponderous key from
under the monfter’s head ; and then defcending, they
all went to the outer door of the cave, where, with
fome difficulty, they fet wide open the folding iron
gates. ]
~ They now determined to difpatch a meffenger to
the good Benefico, with the news which they knew
would be fo welcome to him and all his guefts; and
with one voice agreed, that Fidus thould bear the joy-
ful tidings; and then returned to obferve the mon-
fer, and to wait the coming of Benefico. The nimble
Fidus {foon reached the giant’s dwelling, where, at a
Tlittle diftance from the caﬂlc he met the good Bene-
fico, with a train of happy friends, enjoying the plea-
fures of the evenmg, and the mﬁxu&xve and chearful
converfation of their kind prote€tor. Fidus briefly told
his errand ; and inftantly Benefico, with all his train,



48 7% GOVERNESS; of, 1/? Day.

joyfully haftened to behold the wonders he had related s
for now many hearts leapt for joy, in hopes of meeting
fome friend of whom they had been bereft by the .
crueity of the favage Barbarico. ikt

‘They were not long before they arrived at the hor-
rid cave, where Benefico, proceeding diretly to the -
monfler’s chamber, fuddenly appeared to him at the
fide of his couch. Barbarics, on {eeing him, gave a
hideous yell, and rolled his glaring eyes in {uch a man-
ner, as exprefled the height of rage and envious bit-
ternefs. ‘

Bengfico, turning to all the company prefent, thus
fpoke: < How fhall I enough praife and admire the
¢ gentle Mignon, for having put it in my power to do-
¢ juftice on this execrable wretch, and freeing you all
¢ from an infufferable flavery, and the whole couatry
¢ from their terror 2., Then reaching the monfter’s
own fword, which hung over his couch, his hand yet
{ufpended over the impious tyrant, he thus faid : ‘Speak,
¢ wretch, if yet the power of fpeech is left thee; and
¢ with thy lateft breath declare, what advantage haft
¢ thou fouad of all thy wicked life 2’

Barbarico well knew, that too bad bad been that life,
to leave the lealt room for hope of mercy; and there-
fore, inftead of an anfwer, he gave another hideous
yell, gnafhing his horrid teeth, and again rolling his
ghaflly eyes on ail around.

Benefico, {eeing him thus impenitent and fallen, lifted
on highthe mighty {word, and, with one blow, {evered
his odious head from his enormous body.

The whole aflembly gave a thout for joy; and Be-
nefico, holding in bis band the monfter’s yet grinping
head, thus addreffed bis half-atfonifhed companions ;
¢ See here, my friends, the proper conclufion of a'ra-
¢ pacious cruel life. . But let us hoftea from this mon-
¢ dter’s gloomy cavey and.on the twp of one of our
¢ ‘highelt mountains, fixed on a pole, will [ fet up this
¢ joyful fpectacle, that.all the country round may
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‘know themfelves at liberty to purfue their rural bu-
finefs or amufements, without the dread of any
annoyance from a devouring vile tormentor: and
when his treafures, which juftly all belong to the
-good patient Mignon, arc removed, we will fhut up
the'mouth of this abominable dwelling ; and, caft-
ing on the door a heap of earth, we hope that both
the place, and the remembrance of this cruel favage
may, in time, be loft.’
The {weet little Mignon declared, ¢ That he fhould
¢ never think of accepting more than a part of that
¢ mighty wealth; for it was his' opinion, 'that every
¢ captive who had fuffered by the tyrant’s cruelty, had
¢ an equal right to thare in all the advantages of his
¢ death: but if they thought he had any juft title to
¢ thofe treafures, he begged they might inftantly be
<
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removed to Beneficd's caftle: for,’ continued Mignon,
he who has already fhewn how well he knows the
true ufe of power and riches, by employing them for
the happinefs of ‘others ; it is. he alone who has the
juft and true claim to them; and 1 doubt not but
you all willingly confent to this propofal.’

Every one readily cried out, ¢ That to Benefico, the
¢ good Benefico alone, belonged the tyrant’s treafures ;
¢ that Benefico thould ever be, as heretofore, their go-
¢ wvernor, their father, and their kind prote&or.’

The beneficent heart of the good giant was quite melt-
ed with this their kind confidence and dependence up-
on him, and affured them, he fhould ever regard them
as his children : and now, exalting i the. general joy
that mult attend thedeftruction of this favage monfler,
when the whole country fhould find themfelves freed

from the terror of his rapine and defolation, he fent be-

fore to his caftle, to give intelligence to all within.that

happy place, of the grim monfter’s fall, and little Mig-

non’s trimmph s giving in- charge to the harbinger of

“thefe tidings, that it thould be his firft and chiefeft

care to glad .the gentle bofom of a fair difconfolate
B
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(who kept herfelf retired and- pent-up within her own

-apartment) with the knowledge that the inhuman mon-
fter was no -more ; and that henceforth fweet peace
-and rural innocence might reign inall their woods and
groves. The hearts of -all ‘within the-caftle bounded
with joy, on hearing the report of the inhuman mon-
fter’s death, and the deliverance of all his captives ;
and with fpeedy fteps they haltened to meet their kind
protetor; nor did the melancholy fair-one, left fhe
thould {eem unthankful for the general blefling, refufe
to join the train. :

It was not long after -the -meflenger, that Benefico,
and thofe his joyful friends, arrived : ‘but the faithful
Fidus alene, of all this happy company, was tortured
~with the inward pangs of a {ad grief he could not con-
quer, and his fond heart remained ftill captivated to a
melting forrow : nor could evenjthe tender friendfhip
-of the gentle Mignon quite remove, though it alleviated,
his fadnefs ; but the thoughts of his loved loft Amata,
embittered every joy, and. everwhelmed his generous
fonl with forrow.

When the company from the caftle joined Benefico,
he declared to them in what manner their deliverance
was effe€ted ; and, as a general fhout of joy refounded
through the neighbouring mountains, Fidus, lifting up
his eyes, beheld, in the midft of the multitude, {tand-
ing in a penfive pofture, the fair dilconfolate. Her
tender heart was at that in{tant overflowing in foft
tears, caufed by a kind participation of their prefent
tranfport, yet mixed  with the deep fad impreflion of
a grief her bofom was full fraught with. Her face,
at firft, was almoft hid by her white handkerchief, with
which fhe wiped away the trickling drops, which fall-
ing, had bedewed her beauteous checks: but as fhe
turned her lovely face to view the joyful conquerors,
and to {peak a welcome to her kind protetor, what
-words can fpeak the raptures, the aftonifhment, that
fwelled the bofom of the faithful youth, when in this
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fair. difconfolate he - faw: his loved, his conftant, his
long-loft Amata ! Their delighted eyes in the fame in-
ftant beheld each other; and, breaking on each fide
from their aftonithed friends, they flew like lightning
. into each other’s arms.

After they bad given'a fhort account of what had
paffed in their feparation, Fidus prefented to his Joved
4mata-the kind, the gentle: Mignon, with lavith praifes
of his" generous : friendhip, and fteady reflolution in
hazarding his life, by difobeying theinjunctions of the
cruel tyrant. No fooner had #mata heard the name
of Mignon, but {hecried out, ‘ Surely my happinefs
¢ is now complete, and all my forrows, by this joyful
< moment, are more than folly recompenfed:; tor, in
¢ thekind preferver of my Fidus, I have found my bro-
¢ ther. My mother: loft her little Mignon when he
¢ was five yearsold'; and pining grief, after fome years
¢« vain fearch, ended her wretched life.

The generous hearts of all who were prefeat fhared
the raptures of the faithful Fidus, the lovely Amata,
and | gentle Mignon, on this happy difcovery; and in
the warmeft congratulations they exprefled their joy.

Benefico now led all the delighted company: iato his
caftle, where freedom was publicly proclaimed ; and
every one was left at liberty either to remain there
with Benefico, or, loaded with wealth fofficient for
their ufe, to go where their attachments or inclinations
might invite them.

- Fidus, Amata, and the little Mignon, hefitated not
one moment to declare their choice of ftaying with the
generous Benefico.

The nuptials of the faithful Fidus, and bis loved
Amata, were folemnized in the prefence of all their
friends.

Benefico pafled the remainder of his days in pleafing
refleCtions on his well-fpent life.

The treafures of the dead tyrant were turned into
bleflings, by the ufe they were now. made of:: little

E 2 g
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MMignon was loved and cherifhed by all his companions. -
Peace, harmony, and love reigned in every bofom ;
diffenfion, difcord, and hatred were banithed from
this friendly dwelling ; and that happinefs, which is.
the natural confequence of gooduefs, appeared in every
chearful countenance throughout the caftle of the good
Benefico ; and as heretofore affright and terror fpread
itfelf from the monfter’s hateful cave, {o now from this
peaceful caftle were diffufed tranquillity and joy thro’
all the happy country round.

Thus ended the ftory of the two giants: and Mifs.
Jenny being tired with reading, her little company
left the arbour for that night, and agreed to meet there:
. again the next day. :

As foon as they had fupped, Mrs Tzachum fent for
Mifs Fenny Peace into her clofet, and defired an exact
account from hér of this their firft day’s amufement,-
that the might judge from thence hotw far they might
be trufted with the liberty fhe had given them.

Mifs 7enny thewed her governefs the ftory fhe had.
read ; and faid, I hope, Madam, you will not think
¢ it an improper one; for it' was given me by my
¢ mamma; and fhe told me, that the thought it con--
¢ tained a very excellent moral,’

Mrs Zzachum having looked it over, thus fpoke :
I have no obje®tion, Mifs Jenny, to your reading
any {tories to amufe you, provided you read them:
with the difpofition of a mind not to be hurt by
them. A very good moral may indeed be drawn
from the whole, and likewife from almoft every
part of it; and as you had this ftory from your
mamma, I doubt not but you are very well qualified
to make the proper remarks yourfelf upon the moral
of it to your companions. But here let me obferve
to you (which I would have you communicate to
your little friends) that giants, magic, fairies, and
all forts of {upernatural afliftances in a ftory, are id«
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¢ troduced only to amufe and divert: for a giant is
¢ called fo only to exprefs a man of great power ;

¢ and the magic fillet round. the ftatue was intended
¢ only to fthew you, that by patience you will over-
¢ come all difficulties. Therefore by no means let
¢ the notion of giants or magic dwell upon your minds.
¢ And you may farther obferve, that there is a diffe-
¢ rent ftile adapted to every fort of writing; and
¢ the various founding epithets given to Barbarico
¢ are proper to exprefs the raging cruelty of his wick=
¢ ed mind, But neither this high-founding language,
¢ nor the fupernatural contrivances in this ftory, do I
¢ {o thorougly approve, as to recommend them much
¢ to your reading: €Xcept, as I faid before, great care
¢ is taken to prevent your being carried away, by
¢ thefe high-flown things, from that fimplicity of
¢ tafte and manners, which itis my chief ftudy to
¢ inculcate.’

Here Mifs 7Fenny looked a little confounded ; and,
by her down-caft eye, fhewed a fear that fhe had in-
curred the' difapprobation, if not the difpleafure of
her governefs: upon which Mrs Teachum thus pro-
ceeded : '

¢ T do not intend by this, my dear, to blame you,
¢ for what you have done; but only to inftruct you
¢ how to make the beft ufe of even the moft trifling

things: and if you bhave any more {Yories of this
kind, with an equally good moral, when you are not
¢ better employed, I fhall not be again{t your reading
them; always remembering the cautions I have this
¢ evening been giving you.’ :

Mifs Fenny thanked her governefs for her inftruc-
tions, and kind indulgence to her, and promifed to

give her an exat account of their daily amufements ;
and, taking leaye, retired to her reft.

-
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The Second Davy.

T Mifs Jenny's meeting with her companions in

A the morning, after {fchool, fhe afked them how

they liked the hiftory of the giants. They all decla-
red they thought it a very pretty diverting ftory.- Mifs
Jenny replied, ¢ Though fhe was glad they were

4
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pleafed, yet the would have them look farther than
the prefent amufement: for, continued fhe, my

~mamma always taught me to underftand what’ [

read: otherwife, the faid, it was to no manner of

- purpofe to read ever fo many books, which would

only ftuff my brain, without being any improvement
to my mind.’
The miffes all agreed, that certainly it was' of no ufe

to read, without under{tanding what' they read ; and
began to talk of the ftory of the giants, to prove they
could make juft remarks on it, '
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Mifs Sukey Fennett faid, ¢ I am moft pleafed with
that part of the ftory where the good' Benefico cuts
off the monfter’s head, and puts an end to his
cruelty, efpecially as he was fo fullen he would not
confefs his wickednefs; becaufe, you Know, Mifs

Jenny, if he had fenfe enough to have owned his

error, and have followed the example of the good
giant, he might have been happy.’

Mifs Lucy Sly- delivered the following opinion :
My greateft joy was whillt Mignon was tying the
magic fillet round the monfter’s neck, and conquer-
ing him.’

¢ Now I (faid Mifs Dolly Friendly ) am moft pleafed
with that part of the ftory where Fidus and Amata
meet the reward of their conftancy and love, when
they find each other after all their fufferings.’
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Mifs Polly Suckling {aid, with fome eagertiefs, ¢ My
¢ greatcft joy was in the defeription of Mignon; and
¢ to think that it fhould be in the power of that little
¢ creature to'conquer fuch 'a great monfter.’

Mifs Patty Lockit, Mifs Nanny Spruce,. Mifs Betty
Ford, and Mifs Henny Freét, advanced no new opi-
nions; but agreed fome toone, and fome to another,
of thofe that were already advanced. And as every
one' was eager to maintain her own opinion; an argu-
ment followed, the particutars of which I could never
learn : only thus much I know; that it was concluded
By Mifs Lucy Sly; faying with an air and-tone of voice
that implied more anger than had been heard’ fince
the reconciliation, ¢ that the was fure Mifs Pofly Suck-
¢ ling liked that part about Mighon, only becaufe the
¢ was the leaft in the fchool; and Mignoeint being fueh
¢ ‘alittle creature, put her in mind of herfelf.’

Mifs Fenriy Peace now: began to be frighted; left
this contention fhould" raife another! quarrel; and
therefore begged to be heard before they went any far-
ther. They were not yet angry enough to refufe hear-
ing what fhe had to fay: and then Mifs' 7enny deflired
them to confider the moral of the {tory, and what ufe
they might make of it, inftead of contending which
was the prettieft part: ¢ For otherwife, continued
¢ fhe, I have loft my breath' in reading’to you; and
you will be worfe, rather than better, for what you
have heard. Pray obferve, that Bengfico's happi-
nefs arofe intirely {rom his goodnefs: he had lefs
ftrength, and lefs riches, than the cruel montter ;
and yet, by the good ufe he made of what he pof-
fefled, you fee how he turned all things to hisad-
vantage. But particularly remember, that the good
Mignon, in the moment that-he was patiently fub-
mitting to his {ufferings, found a method of relieving
himfelf from them, and of overcoming a barbarous
monfter, who had fo cruelly abufed him.
¢ Our good governefs laft night not only inftructed

\
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me in this moral I am now communicating to you,
but likewife bid me warn you by no means to let
the notion of giants or magic dwell upon your
minds ; for by a giant is meant no more than a man
of great power ; and the magic fillet round the
head of the ftatue was only intended to reach you,
that by the affiftance of patience you may overcome
all difficulties.

¢ In order therefore to make what you read of any
ufe to you, you muft not only think of it thus in ge-
neral, but make the application to yourfelves. For
when (as now) inftead of improving yourfelves by

- reading, you make what you read a fubjet to quar-

rel about what is. this lefs than being like the monfter,
Barbarico, who turned his very riches to a curfe ?

- Lam fure it is not following the example of Benefico,

who made every thing a blefling to him. Remember,
if you pinch and abufe a dog or cat, becaufe it is in
your power, you are like the cruel monfter, when
he abufed the little Mignon, and faid,

¢ Tam a giant, and I can eat thee ;
¢ Thou art a dwarf, and thou canft not eat me.

* In fhort, if you will reap any benefit from this
fory towards rendering you happy, whenever you
have any power, you muft follow the example of the
giant Benefico, and do good with it: and when you
are under any fufferings like Mignon, you muft pa-
tiently endure them till you can find a remedy : then,

‘in one cafe, like Benefico, you will enjoy what you

poflefs; and, in the other, you will, in time, like
Mignon, overcome your f{ufferings: for the natural
confequence of indulging cruelty and revenge in the
mind, even when there is the higheft power to gra-
tify it, is mifery.’—

Here Mifs Sukey Fennett interrupted Mifs Fenny,

faying; ¢ That fhe herfelf had experienced the tru_th
¢ of that obfervation in the former part of her lite;
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¢ for fhe never had known either peace or pleafure,
¢ till fhe had conquered in her mind the defire of hurt-
¢ ing and being revenged on thofe whom fhe thought
¢ did not, by their behaviour, fhew the fame regard
¢ for her, that her own good opinion of herfelf made
¢ her think fhe deferved.” .Mifs Fenny then afked her,
¢ If the was willing to lead the way to the reft of her
companions, by telling her paft life 2’ She anfwered
She would do it with all her heart ; and by having
fo many and great faults to confefs, fhe hoped fhe
fhould, by her true confeflions, fet them an example
of honefty and ingenuoufnefs.’

L) L} L) A &

DEscr1PTION of Mys Sukey Jennett.

N ISS Sukey Fennett, who was next in years to
Mifs Fenny Peace, was not quite twelve years
old ; but fo very.tall of her age, that fhe was within
a trifle as tall as Mifs Fenny Peace; and, by growing
{o faft, was much thinper : and though fhe was not
really fo well. made; yet, from an affured air in her
manner of carrying herfelf, fhe was called much the
genteeleft girl. There was, on the firft view; a great
refemblance in_their perfons, Heér face was very hand-
fome, and her complexion. extremely good ; but a
little more inclined to pale than Mifs Fenny’s. Her
eyes were a degree darker, and had alife and fire in
them which was very beautiful : but yet the impa-
tience on the leaft contradition often brought. a
fiercenefs into her eyes, and gave {uch'a difcompo-
fure to her whole countenance, as immediately took
off your admiration. But her eyes had now, fince
her hearty reconciliation with her companions, loft a
great part of their fiercenefs ; and with great mild-
nefs, and an obliging manner, fhe told her ftory. as
follows :



58 The- GO VERNESS ;. o7, 2d" Day.

(o B JoR S LS [y n LY Y [N *a £ Y L3 LY LY

LY LY *a *a Y LY Y o & CS o L3 * " a a "

£y

The L1rE of Mifs Sukey Jennett,

MY mamma-died  when I was {o" young that T
-V AL cannot remember her'’; and my papa marry-
ing-again within half a year after ber’death, I was
chiefly left tothe -care'of an old" fervant, that had
lived many years in the family. T wasa: great fa-
vourite of her’s, and in every thing had my own
way., When I was but four years old, if éver any
thing.crofled me, I was'taught to beat it, and be re-
venged of it, even theugh it could ‘net:feel, If [
fell down and hurt myfelf, the very ground was to
be beat for hurting the fweet child : {o that, inftead
of fearing to fall, I did not diflike it: for I was

 pleafed to find, that I was of. fuch confequence, that

every.thing was to take care that I came by no. harm.
¢ L'had.a little play-fellow, in a child of one of my
papa’s fervants, who was to be: entirely under my:
command. This: girl I ufed to: abufe: and  beat,
whenever. I was out of humour; and when I had

~abufed her, if fhe dared’ to grumble, or make the
lealt complaint, I thought it the greateft impudence

in the world; and, inftead of mending my behavi-

~our to her, Igrew very angry that fhe fhould dare

to difpute-my power: for my: governefs always told

“her, that fhe wasbut a fervant’s girl, and I was a
- geatleman’s daughter; and that therefore fhe ought

to give way tome: for that I.did her great honour
in playing: with her. Thus I thought the diftance
between' us was: fo great, that I never confidered
that fhe could feel : but whilft I myfelf fuffered no-

thing, Ifanfied every: thing was very right; and it -
‘never once came into my head that I could be in

the wrong.

¢ This life I led till I came to {chool, when I was
eleven years old. Here I had no body in my power;
for all my {chool-fellows thought themfelves my
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< ‘equals: fo that I could-only quarrel, fight, and con-
‘. tend for every thing :-but being liable to be punifh-
¢ ed, when I was trying to be revenged on any of my
¢ enemies, as [ thought them, I had never-a mo-
< ment’s eafe or -pleafure; till Mifs - Fenny -was fo good
¢ to take the pains to convince me-of my folly, and to
¢ make:me be reconciled to you, my dear companions.’

-Here Mifs Sukey ceafed ; and Mifs Fenny {miled with
plealure, at the thoughts that'{he had been the caufe
.of her happinefs.

- Mrs Teachum being now come into the. arbour, to
fee in what manaer her little fcholars pafled their time,
they all rofe up to do her reverence. Mifs Fenny gave
‘her an account how they had been employed; and fhe
was much pleafed with their innocent and ufeful en-
tertainment ; -but efpecially with the method they had
found out of relating their paftlives. ' She took little
Polly Suckling by the hand, and bidding the reft follow,
it being now dinner-time, fhe walked towards the
houfe, attended by the whole company.

- Mrs Teachum had a great inclination to hear the
hiftory of the lives of all her little fcholars : -but {he
thought that her prefence at thofe relations might be
a balk to the narration, as perhaps they might be a-
thamed freely to confefs 'their paft faults before her:
and therefore,: that fhe might not be 3ny bar in this
cafe to the freedom of their fpeech, .and yet might be
acquainted with their ftories ‘(though this was . not
merely avain curiofity, but a defire, by this-means,
to know their different difpofitions), fhe called Mifs
* Jenny Peace into her parlour after dinner, and told her,
¢ She would have her get the lives of her companions
¢ in writing, and bring them to her;’ and Mifs- Fenny
readily promlfed to-obey her commands.

In the evening our little company again: met in
their charming arbour; where they were no’ fooner
feated, with that calmnefs and content which now
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always attended them, than the  cries and fobs of a
child, ‘at a little diftance from their garden, difturbed
their tranquillity, -

Mifs Fenny, ever ready to relieve the diftreffed, ran
immediately to the place whence the found feemed to
come, and was followed by all her companions : when,
at a fmall diftance from Mrs Teachum’s garden-wall,
over which from the terrafs our young company looked,
they faw, under a large’ fpreading tree, part of the
branches of which fhaded a feat at the end of that ter-
rafs, a middle-aged woman beating a girl, who looked
to be about eight years old, fo feverely, that it was no
wondetther cries had reached their arbour.,

Mifs Fenny could not forbear calling out to the wo-

man, and begging her to forbear: and little Polly
Suckling cried as much as the girl, and defired fhe
might not be beat any more. The woman, in refpect
to them, let the child go; but faid, Indeed, young
¢ ladies, you don’t know what a naughty girl the is
for though you now fee me correét her in this man-
ner, yet Iam in all refpets very kind to her, and
never ftrike her but for' lying. I have tried all
means, good and bad, to break her of this vile
fault; but hitherto all I have done has been in vain :
nor can I ever get one word of truth out of her
mouth. But I am refolved to break her of this hor-
rid cuftom, or I cannot live with her : for though
I am but poor, yet I will breed up my child to be
honeft, both'in word and deed.’
Mifs Fenny could not but approve of what the poor
woman faid.  However, they all joined in begging for-
givenefs for the girl this time, provided fhe promifed
amendment for the future: and then our little {ociety
returned to their arbour,

Mifs 7Fenny could not help exprefling her great de-
teftation of all lying whatfoever; when Mifs Dolly
Friendly, colouring, confeffed the had often been guilty
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of ‘this fault, though fhe never fcarcely did it but for
her friend. : )

Here Mifs Fenny, interrupting her, faid, ¢ That even
that was no fort of excufe for lying; befides that
the habit of it on any occafion, even with the ap-
pearance of a-good intention, would but too likely
lead to the ufe of it on many others: and as the did
not ‘doubt, by Mifs Dolly’s blathing, that the was
now very fenfible of the truth of what (he had juft
been f{aying, fhe hoped fhe would take this oppor-
tunity™f obliging them with the hiftory of her paft
life > which requeft the made no hefitation to grant,
faying, ¢ The fhame of her paft faults fhould by no
¢ means induce her to conceal them.’

ey e TR BB ey TR TR

DescrirTION of Mifs Dolly Friendly.

ISS Bolly Friendly was juft turned of eleven

years of age. Her perfon was neither plain nor
handfome: and though fhe had not what is properly
called one fine feature in her face, yet the difpofition
‘of her features was fo regular, that her countenance
was rather agrecable than otherwife. *She had generally
fomething very quiet, or rather indolent, ‘in her look,
except when fhe was moved by anger; which feldom
‘happened, but in defence of fome favourite or friend;
and the had then a fiercene(s and eagernefs which al-
tered her whole countenance: for the could not bear
the leaft reflection or infult on thofe the loved. This
difpofition. made her always eager to comply with
her friends requeflts; and fhe immediately began, as
follows :

Lhe L1vE of Mys Dolly Friendly.

I Was bred up, till I was nine years of age, with

A a fifter, who was one year youager than myfclf.

The chief care of our parents was to make us love cach
i ()
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other; and, as I was naturally inclined to have very
ftrong affections, 1 became fo fond of my fifter Malpy,
which was her rame, that all my delight was to pleafd
her; and this I carried to fuch a height, that 1 fcrupled
no lyes to excufe her favlts: and whatever the did, I
juftified, and thought right, only becaufe fhe did it.

I was ready to fight her quarrels, whether rightor
wrong; and hated every-body that offénded her. My
parents winked at whatever I did in defence of my
{ifter; and I had no notion that any thing done for
her could be unreafonable. In fhort, T made it my
fludy to oblige and pleafe her, till I found at laft it
was out of my power: for the grew {o very humour-
fome, that fhe could not find out what fhe had moft
mind to bave; and I found her always miferable; for
fhe would cry only becaufe the did not know her
own mind.

She’ never minded what faults the committed, be-
caufe the knew I would excufe her; and fhe was for-
given in confideration of our friendthip, which gave
our parents great pleafure.

My poor little fifter grew very fickly, and the died
juft before T came to {chool = but the fame difpofition
1till continued ; and it was my friend’s outcries of being
hurt, that drew me into that odious quarrel, that we
have all now repented of,

Here Mils Dolly Friendly cealed ; and Mifs 7enny faid,
She hoped Mifs Delly would remember, for the reft
of her life, what /er good mamma had always taught
her; namely, that it was not the office of friendfhip,
to jullify or excufe our friends when in the wrong ;
for that was the way to prevent their ever being in
the right:  that it was rather hatred, or contempt,
than love, when the fear of other peoples anger made
* us forego their good, for the fake of our own prefent

pleafure; and that the friends who expeéted fuch
* flattery, were nct worth keeping.’

" a o o a o ()
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The bell again fummoned our little comnpany to
{apper : “but, before they went in, Mils Dally Friendly
faid, ¢ If Mils Jenny approved of it, fhe would the next
¢ morning read them a ftory givea her by an ancle of
¢ hers, that, fhe faid, fhe was fure would pleafe her,
as its fubje&t was friendthip.” Mils Fenny replied,
¢ That fhe was certain it would be a great plealure’
¢ to them all, 1o hear any ftory Mils Dully thought
¢ proper to read them.’

LN

e I T T I N YR I T I '::)i"'_\‘:f”:\-,f’; S AT AT AT A AT ATy

PP T AR VL U 00 U A CO VAV Y VO A A VW Ve U Vit

ANE: i Do INL B 1 oo/ i
The Third Davy.

S foon as fchool was over in the fiiorning, our
little company were impatient to go into the ar-

bour, to hear Mifs Dolly’s ftory: but Mrs Teachum told
them they muft be otherwife employed; for their
writing-mafter, who lived fome miles off, and who was
expeted in the afternoon, was juft then come in, and
begged that they would give him their attendance,
though out of {chool-time; becaufe he was obliged to
be at home again before the afternoon, to meet a perfon
who would confer {ome favour on him, and would be
highly difobliged (hould he not keep his appointment :
¢ And I know, (faid Mrs Teachum), my little dears,
¢ you would rather lofe your own amufement, than
¢ let any one fuffer a real inconvenience on your ac-
¢ counts.” They all readily complied, and chearfully fet
to their writing ; and in the afternoon Mrs Teachum
permitted them to leave off work an hour fooner than
ufnal, as a reward for their readinefs to lofe their a-
mufement in the morning : and being met in their ar~
bour, Mifs Do/ly read to them as follows :
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The Story of CaeLIA and CHLOE.

Aeria and CHLOE were both left orphans, at

 the tender age of {ix years. Amanda their aunt,
who was very rich, and a maiden, took them: directly
under her care, and bred them up as her own children,
Gaelia’s mother was Amanda’s fifter ; and Chloe's fa-
ther was her brother; fo that fhe was equally related
to both. %

They were left entirely unprovided for; were both
born on the fame day ; and both loft their mothers on
the day of their birth : their fathers were foldiers of
fortune ; and were both killed in one day, in the fame-
cogagement, But the fortunes of the girls were not
more fimilar than their perfons and difpofitions. They
were both extremely handfomey and in their childhood
were o remarkable for livelinefs of parts, and fweet-
nefs .of temper, that they were the admiration of the
whole country where they lived.

Their aunt loved them with a fincere and equal af-
fection ; and took the greateft pleafure imaginable ia
their education, and particularly in encouraging that
love and friendfhip which fhe perceived between them,
Amanda_being (as was {aid) very rich, and having no
other relations, it was fuppofed that thefe her nieces:
would be very great fortunes ; and as foon as they be-
came women, they were addreffed by all the men of
fortune and no fortune round the neighbourhood. But
as the love of admiration, and a defire of a large train.
of admirers, bad no place in their minds, they foon.
difmiffed, in the moft civil and obliging manner, one
after another, all thefe lovers. :

The refufing {uch numbers of men, and fome fuch
as by the world were called great offers, foon got them
the name of jilts; and by that means they were freed
from any further importunity, and for fome years' en-
joyed that peace and quiet they had long wilhed.



3d Day.  The Little Female Academy. 63

Their aunt, from being their mother and their guar-
dian, was now become their friend. For, as fhe'en-
deavoured not in the leaft to force their inclinations,
they never kept any thing concealed from her; and
every action of their lives was ftill guided by her ad-
vice and approbation.

They lived on in this way, perfetly happy in their
own little community, till they were about two and
twenty years old ; when there happened to be a regi-
ment quartered in the neighbouring town, to which
their houfe was nearly fituated; and the licutenant-
colonel, a man about four and thirty years old, hearing
their names, had a great defire to fee them. For
when he was a boy of fixteen, he was put into the
army under the care of Chloe’s father, who treated him
with the greateft tendernefs; and in a certain famous
engagement received his death’s wound by endeavour -
ing to fave him from being taken by the enemy. And
gratitude to the-memory of fo good a friend was as
great an inducement to make him defire to fee his
daughter, as the report he had heard both of hers and
her coufin’s great beauty. . ‘

Sempronius (for {o this colonel was called) was a very
fenfible, well-bred, agreeable man; and from the cir-
cumftance of his former ‘acquaintance, and his pre-
fent proper and polite behaviour, he foon became very
intimate in the family. The old lady was particularly
pleafed with him; and fecretly withed, that, before fhe
died, fhe might be fo happy as to {ee one of her nieces
married to Sempronius.  She could not from his beha-
viour fee the leaft particular liking to either, for he
fhewed equally a very great efteem and regard for both,

He in reality liked them both extremely; and the
reafon of making no declaration of Jove was, his being
fo undetermined in any preference that was due to
either. He faw plainly that he was very agreeable to
both ; and with pleafure he obferved, that they made
ufe -of nonme. of thofe arts which women generally

i3



66 The GOVERNESS; o7, 3d Day.

do to get away a difputed lover: and this fincere
friend(hip which f{ubfifted between them raifed in him

the 'higheft degree of love and admiration. However
he at laft determined to make the following trial: -

He went firlt to Chle, and (finding her alone) told
her, that he had the greateft liking in the world to
her coufin, and had really a mind to propofe himfelf
to her: but as he faw a very great friendthip between
them, he was willing to afk her advice in the matter 3
and conjured her to tell him fincerely, whether there
was any thing in Caelia’s temper (not difcoverable by
him) which as a wife would make him unhappy. He
told her, ¢ That if fhe knew any fuch thing, it would
* be no treachery, but rather kind in her to deelare
“ it, as it would prevent her friend’s being unhappy 3
* which muft be the confequence, in marriage, of hey
¢ making him fo.

Chloc could not help feeing very plainly, that if
Caelia was removed fhe flood the very next in Sempro-
nius's favour. Her lover was prefent—her friend
was ablent—and the temptation was teo ftrong and
agreeable to be refifted. She then anfwered, ¢ That
¢ fince he infifted upon the truth, and had convinced
¢ her that it was in reality acting joftly and kindly by |
¢ her friend, fhe muft confefs, that Cae/ia was pofleffed
(though in a very {mall degree) of what fhe had
often heard him declare moft againft of any thing ia
the world ; and that was, an artfulnels of temper,
and fome few fparks of envy.’

Chlee’s confufed manner of {peaking, and frequent |
hefitation, as unwilling to pronounce her friend’s con-
demnation (which, as the was unufed to falthood, was
really unaffeCted) Sempronius imputed to tendernefs
-and concern for Caclia s but he did not in the leaft |
doubt, but on his application to her, he fhould {foon be
convineed of the truth of what Gh/oe had faid. |

He then went directly to the arbour at the end of

the garden, and there to his with he found Caclia

& a & =
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quite alone ; and he addrefled her exadtly in the fame:
manner concerning her coufin, as he had before {po-
kea to Chle concerning her. Caelia fuddenly blufhed
(from motives I leave thofe to find out who can put
themfelves in her circumftances) and then fetched a
foft figh, from the thought that fhe was hearing the
man fhe loved declare a paflion of which fhe was not
the object.  But after fome little paufe, fhe told him,
¢ That if Chloe had any faults, they were to her yet un-
« difcovered; and fhe really and fincerely believed her
< coufin would make him extremely happy.” Sempro-
nius then faid, ¢ That of all other things, treachery and.
¢ envy were what he had the greateft diflike to:” and
he aflked ker, ¢ If the did not think her coufin was-a
¢ little tainted with thefe e
Here Caelia could not help interrupting, and affuring
him, That the believed her totally free from both. Aand
from his calting on her friend an afperfion which her
very foul abhorred, forgetting all rivalfhip, fhe could
‘not refrain from growing quite lavifh in her praife.
¢ Suppofe then (faid Sempronius) 1 was to fay the
fame to your coufin concerning my intentions to-
wards you, as I bave to you concerning her ; do you
think fhe would fay as many fice things in your
praife, as you have done in hers ?’ :
Gaelia anfwered, ¢ That fhe verily believed her
¢ coufin would fay as much for her as fhe really de-~
< ferved; but whether that would be equal to what
< with juftice fhe could fay of Chloe; her modefty lefs
¢ her in {fome doubt of.’ {

Sempronius had too much penetration not to fee the
real and true difference in the behaviour of thefe two
women; and could not help crying out, ¢ O Caelia!
¢ your honeft truth and goodnefs in every word and
look are too vifible to leave me one doubt of their
reality. But, could you believe it? this friend of
¢ yours is falfe. I have already put her to the trial,
¢ by declaring to her my fincere and unalterable pafs
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¢ fion for you: when, on my infifting, as 1 did to you, .
“-upon her fpeaking the truth, fhe accufed you of what -
*-nothing fhould now convince me you are guilty of,
¢ Iown, that hitherto my regard, efteem, and love,
¢ have been equal to both ; but now I offer to the -
¢ fincere, artlefs, and charming - Caclia, my . whole
‘“heart, love, and affe@ion, and the fervice of every
““minute of my future life; and from this moment I
* banifh from my mind the falfe and ungrateful Chloe.’

Caclia’s {riendthip for Chloe was fo deeply rooted in
her breaft, that even a declaration of love. from Sem--
pronius could not blot it one moment from her heart ;
and on his fpeaking the words falfe Chise, fhe burft -
into tears, and faid, “Is it poffible that Chle fhould
¢ alt fuch a part toward her Caclia?  You muft for-
¢ give her, Sempronius : it was her violent paflion for -
“ you,and fear of lofing you, which made her do what
* hitherto her nature has ever appeared averfe to.’

Sempronius anfwered, ¢ That he could not enough -
¢ admire her great goodnefs to her friend Chle : but
¢ fuch proofs of paflion, he faid, were to him at the
¢ fame time proofs of its being fuch a paffion as he .
“ had no regard for ; fince it was impoffible for any
¢ one to gain or increafe his love by an a®ion, which .
¢ at the fame time leffened his efteem.” This was o
exaltly Caelia’s own way of thinking, that fhe could .
not but aflent to what he faid. ‘

But juft as they were coming out of the arbour,
Chle, unfeen by them, paffed by; and from feeing
bim kifs her hand, and the.complacency of Caclia’s
look, it was eafy for her to guefs what had been the
refult of their private conference. She could not how-
ever help indulging her curiofity, fo-far as to walk on
the other fide of a thick yew hedge, to liften to their
difcourfe : and as they walked on, fhe heard Sempro-
nius intreat Caelia to be chearful, and thiok.no more
of her treacherous friend, whofe wickednefs he doubt-

ed not would {ufficiently punith itfelf, She then heard
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Cacelia fay, ¢1 cannot bear, Sempronius, to hear you
¢ {peak {o hardly of my Chle. Say that youw forgive
¢ ber, and I will indeed be chearful.’

Nothing upon earth can be conecived fo wretched
as-poor. Ghloe : for on the firlt moment that fhe {uffered
herfelf to reflet on what {he had done, fhe thorough-
ly repented, and heartily detefted herfelf for fuch
bafenefs. She went directly into the garden, in hopes
of meeting Sempronius, in order to throw herfelf at
his feet, confels her treachery, and to beg him never

* to mentien it to Caelia : but now fhe was confciqus
her repentance would come too late ; and he would
defpife her, if poffible, ftill more for fuch a recanta-
tion, after her knowledge of what had pafled between
him and Caelia. '

She could indeed have gone to him, and not have
owned what fhe had feen and heard: but now her
abhorrence of even the appearance of treachery or cun-
ning was fo great, that {he could not bear to add the
fmalleft grain of falfehood or deceit to the weight of
her guilt, which was already almoft infupportable :
and fhould fhe tell him of her repentance, with a
confeflion of her knowledge of his engagement with
Caebia, it would (as has been before obferved) appear
both fervile and infincere.

Nothing could now appear fo altered as the whole
face of this once happy family. . Sempronius as much
as poflible fhunned the fight of Chloe s for as fhe was
the caufe of all the confufion amongft them, he had
almoft an averfion to her. Though he was not of
an implacable temper; yet, as the injury was intend-
ed to one he fincerely loved, he found it much harder
to forgive it, than if it had ever {fucceeded againft
himfelf: and as he ftill looked upon Chlce as the caufe
of melancholy. in his dear Caelia, he could hardly have
any: patience with her, ,

No words can defcribe the various paffions which
were exprefled in. the fad countenance of Chloe, when-
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firlt the met her friend. They were both afraid of
fpeaking. Shame, and the fear of being (and with
00 good reafon) fufpected of infincerity, with-held
Chloe ; and an unwillingnefs to accufe or hurt her
friend, with-held the gentle Caclia.  She fometimes
indeed thought fhe faw repentance in Chle’s face, and
wifhed for nothing more than to feal her pardon : but
till it was afked, the was in doubt (from what had
pafled) whether fuch pardon and proffered reconcilia-
tion might not be rejected. She knew that her friend’s
paflions were naturally ftronger than her’s; and fhe
therefore trembled at ‘the confequences of coming to
an explanation,

But there was hardly a greater fufferer in this {cene
of confufion, than the poor old lady Amands. She
faw a fort of horror and wildnefs in the face of Chle ;
and in Caelia’s a fertled melancholy, and fuch an un-
ufual referve in both towards each other, as well as to
herfelf, as quite aftonithed her.

Scinpronivs came indeed to the houfe as often as
ufual ; but in his countenance fhe could perceive a
fort of anger and concern, which perfectly frightened
her. Bat as they did not fpeak to her, fhe could not
bring herfelf to ‘afk the caufe of this woful change,
for fear of hearing fomething too bad to hear,

Caclia had abfolutely refufed granting to Sempronius
leave to afk her aunt’s confent, till fhe fhould come
to fome explanation with Chlee; which feemed every
day farther off than ever.

The great perturbation of 'Chbe’s mind threw her
into a diforder not many degrees fhort of madnefs ;
and, at laft, fhe was feized with a_violent fever, fo as
to keep ber bed.  She faid fhe could not Bear to look
on Amanda ; but begged Cacka to be with her as much
as poffible : which fhe did, in hopes of bringing her-
{elf to eafe her mind, by {peaking to her of what had
given them all this torment.

Cacka warched with her night and day for three
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days ; when the phyfician who attended her pronoun-
ced, that there was no hope of her life. Caclia could
not any longer bear to ftay in the room ; and went
down fRairs, expecting every moment to hear the was
expired.

Lhloe {oon. perceived by Caclia’s abrupt leaving the
room, and by the looks of thofe who were left in it,
that her fate was pronounced ; which, inftead of fink-
ing her {pirits, and making her dejected, gave a tran-
quiliity to her mind : for fhe thought within her-
lclf, ¢I fhall now make my dear coufin happy, by re-
¢ moving out of her way an obje& that muft imbit-
ter all her joy: and now likewife, as fhe is convin-
cedI am on my death-bed, fthe will once more
believe me capable of fpeaking truth; and will
in the manner I could wifh receive my fincere re- .
pentance.” Then, fending for Cackia up to her bed-
fide, fhe in a weak voice, with hardly ftrength for utter-
ance, {poke in this manner: ‘My dear Caclia, though
¢ you know me to be a worthlefs bafe wretch, yet donot
think {o hardly of me as to imagine I would de-
ceive you with my laft breath. Believe me then,
when I tell you, that I fincerely repent of my
treachery-towards you ; and as {incerely rejoice, that
it has in reality been the caufe of your happinefs with
Sempronius, Tell him this ; and then, perhaps, he
will not hate my memory.” Here fhe fainted away;
and they forced Caclia out of the room, as thinking
Chloe’s breath was for ever flown. But, in fome time,
fhe came again to herfelf, and cried out, ¢ What !
¢ would not my dear Gaelia {ay, that fhe forgave me 2
¢ Methinks I would not die, till I had obtained her par-
¢ don. She is too good to refufe her friend this laft re.
¢ queft.” Her attendants then told her, that, feeing her
faint away, they had forced Caclia out of the room :
and they begged her to try to compofe herfelf; for they
were fure that feeing her friend again, at this time,
would only difturb her mind, and do her an injary,
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Chloe, from the vent fhe had given  her grief in

fpeaking to Caelia, found herfelf fomething more eafy
and compofed ; and defiring the room  to be made per-
fectly quiet, fhe fell into a gentle fleep, which lafted
two hours: and when fhe awaked, fhe found herfelf
fo much better, that thofe about her were convinced,
from her compofed manner of {peaking, that fhe was
now able to bear another interview,
- They again called for Caclia, and told her of her
coufin’s amendment.  She flew with all fpeed to her
chamber; and the moment fhe entered, Chloe cried
out, ¢ Can you forgive me, Caelia 2 “ Yes, with the
“ greatelt joy and fincerity imaginable, my deareft
““ Chloe,” anfwered Caelia : “¢ and never let if be again
“‘ mentioned or remembered.”

The fudden recovery of Chloe was almoft incredible s
for in lefs than a week fhe was able to quit both her
bed and room, and go into her aunt’s chamber,
The good old lady fhed' tears of joy, to fec fuch a
return of Chloe’s health, and of chearfulnefs in the
family ; and was perfe@tly contented, now fhe faw
their melancholy removed, not to enquire into the
late canfe of it, for fear of rencwing their trouble
even one moment by the remembrance of it. ‘

Sempronius, in the mean time, upon fome affairs of
his duty in-the army, had been called away, and was
abfent the whole time of Chlse’s illnefs ; and was not
yet returned. Caelia fpent almoft her whole time with
Chloe = bur three weeks pafled on, and they were of-
ten. alone; yet they had never once mentioned the
name of Sempronius : which laid Caelia ftill under
the greateft difficulty how to a&, fo as to avoid gi-
" ving her friend any uneafinefs, and yet not difoblige
Sempronius ; for the bad’ promifed him at his depar-
ture, that fhe would give him leave to alk her aunt’s
confent immediately upon’ his retarn.  Bur the very
day he was expelted, the was 'made quite cafy by
what pafed between her and her friend,

~
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Chioe, in this time, by proper refleétions, and a due
fenfe of Caclia’s great goodnefs and affc@ion to her,
had fo entirely got the better of herfelt in this affair,
that fhe found fhe could now, without any uneafinefs,
{ee them married : and calling Caclia to her, the {aid,
with a fmile, ¢ I have, my dear friend, been fo long
¢ accuftomed to read in that intelligible index, your
¢ countenance, all your moft inmoft thoughts, that I
¢ have not been unobferving of thofe kind fears you
have had on my account : and the reafon I have fo
long delayed fpeaking was, my refolution,  if pof-
fible, never again to deceive you, I can with pleas
fure now affure you, that nothing can give me fo
much joy as to fee your wedding with Sempronius.
£ I make no doubt but, if you afk it, you will have
my auat’s confent : and, if any interceffiod fhould
be wanting towards obtaining it, I will (if you can
truft me) ufe all my influence in your behalf. Be
affured, my dear Caclia, I have now no farther re-
gard left for Sempronius than as your hufband :
and that regard will increafe in proportion as he is
the caufe of your happinefs.’ |
They were interrupted in their difcourfe by news
being brought of the arrival of Sempronius : and Chie
reccived bim with fuch chearfulnefs, as convinced Cge-
Jia ber profeflions were unfeigned. ‘

Laelia related to Sempronius all that had paffed be-
tween hen and Chjoe 2 and by her continued chearful-
nefs of tbehaviour, ‘the peace: and tranquillity of the
family were perfedtly reftored, and their joy greatly
increaled by inanda’s ready confent to the marriage
of Sempronius and Caclia, having firlt fercled all her
fortune, to be divided at her death, equally between
her mieces; and in her life-time there was DO eced-
fion of fettlements, or deeds of gift ; for they lived
all together, and feparate property was not {fo much
as mentioned, or thought of, in this family of harmo-
ny and peace.

G
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Here Mifs Doliy ceafed reading; and‘all her hearers
fat fome little time filent, and then exprefled their
great joy that Caclia and Choe were at laft happy ;
for none of them had been able to refrain from tears.
whillt they were otherwife. On which Mifs Fenny
Peace begged them to obferve from this ftory, the mi-
ferable effetts that attend deceit and treachery : ¢ For,’
continued fhe, ¢ you fee you could not refrain from
¢ tears, only by imagining what Chlee muft feel after
her wickednefs (by which indeed fhe loft the very
happincfs the intended treacheroufly to gain) : nor
could fhe enjoy one moment’s peace, till, by confef-
fing her fault, and heartily repenting of it, her
mind was reftored to its former calm and tranquil-
“ Tity.?  Mifs Dolly thanked Mifs Fenny for her re-
marks: but Mifs Lucy §ly was moft fenfibly touched with
this ftory, as cunning had formerly intirely poflefled
her mind ; and faid, that if her companions were not
weary at prefent of their arbour, (he would now re-
count to them the hiftory of her life, as this {tory was
a proper introduction te it.

The DESCRIPTION zy“Mﬁ Lucy Sly.

MISS Lucy Sly was of the fame age as Mifs Dally
. Friendly, but fhorter by at leaft half the head.
She was generally called a pretty girl, from having a
pair of exceeding fine black eyes, only with the allay
of fomething cunning in their look. ' She had a high
forehead, and very good curling black hair.  She had
a fharp high nofe, and a very fmall mouth. Her
complexion was but indifferent 5 and the lower part
of her face ill turned; for her chin was too long for
due proportion.

L)
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The L1¥E of Mifs Lucy Sly.

~R OM . the time T was two years old (faid Mifs
Lucy): my mamma was fo fickly, that fhe was
unable to take any great care of me herfelf: and1
was left to the care of a governefs; who made it her
ftady to bring me to do what the had a mind to have
done, without troubling her head what induced me {o
to do. And whenever I did any thing wrong, fhe
nfed to fay'it was the 20t -boy, and not mifs, that was
naughty.  Nay, fhe would fay, it was the:dog, orthe
catyor:any thing (hs couldvlayithe blame upon, {ooner
than own it was I.: /I thought this pure, that I was
never in fault ; and {oon got into.a way of teliing any
lies, and of laying my own faalts on others, fincel
found I thould be believed. I remember once, when
I had broken a fine China cup, thar Lartfully got out
of the fcrape, and hid the broken cup in the foot:boy’s
room. He was whipt for breaking:ir; and the next
day, whilft ¥ was at play abont the room, 1 heard my
governefs fay to a friend who was with her, ¢ Yefter-
¢ day Mifs Lucy broke a Ghina cup; but the artful
¢ little hufly went and hid it in the foot-boy’s room,
¢ and the poor boy was whipt for it. I don’t believe
¢ there was ever a girl ‘of her age »that had halt her
_  .cunning and contrivance.’. 21 knew by her:itcne of
voice, and her:manner of:{peaking;’that fhe:did not
blame me in her heart, but rather commended my in-
genuity. ' And 1 thought myfelf {o wile, that I could
thus get off the blame from myfelf, that I every day
improved in new inventions to fave myfelf, and have
others punifhed in my place.

This life, of endeavouring to deceive, Iled till I'came
to fchool.. !But 'here T found that [ could ot fo well
carry on my little {chemes ;i for 1 was found ‘out and
punifhed for my ‘own fanlts : and this created in me a
hatred to my companions. ~ For whatever mifs I had

2
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a mind to ferve as I ufed to ferve our foot-boy, in lay-

ing the blame falfly upon her, if the could juftify her-

felf, and prove me in the wrong, 1 was very angry

with her, for daring to contradit me, and not {fubmit-

ting as quietly to be punifhed wrongfully, as the foot-

boy was forced to do. £ : '
‘This is all I know of my life hitherto,

Thus ended Mifs Lucy Sly: and Mifs Fenny Peace
commended Mifs Lucy for her free confeffion of her
faults, and faid, ¢ She doubted not but the would find
¢ the advantage of amending, and endeavouring to
* change a difpofition {o' very pernicious to her own
¢ peace and quiet, as well as to that of all her friends.’
But they now obeyed the fummons of the fupper-bell ;
and foon after retired to reft.

ROVt sk b R S SRR RN RN
100 oot Rl 819 Fysvig ding

The Fourth Da v,

UR little company, as foon as the morning
O {chool-hours were over, haftened to their arbour,
and were attentive to what Mifs Fenny Peace thould
propofe to them for their amufement till dinner-time :
when Mifs Jenny, looking round uponthem, faid,
¢ That fhe had not at prefent any ftory to read; bat
*that fhe hoped, from Mifs Dolly Friendly’s example
* yelterday, fome of the reft might endeavour fome-
‘ times' to furnifh out the entertainment. of the day.’
Upca which Mils Sukey Fenndtt faid, ¢ That though
*the could not promuife them fuch an agreeable flory
¢ ‘as Mifs Dolly’s, yet the wonld read them a letter fhe
¢ had reccived the evening before from her 'coufin
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¢ Peggy Smith, who lived at/York ; in whichthere was
¢ a ftory that the thought very ftrange and remark-
- ¢ able.” They were all very defirous of it, when Mifs

Sukey vead as follows =

Dear Coufin,

I Promifed, you know, to write to yow when I had
any thing to tell you: andas [ think the following
ftory very e‘{traordxmry I was willing to keep my worJ

Some time ago there came to fettle in this city a
lady, whofe name was Dyon.  We all vifited her: but
fhe had {o deep a melancholy, arifing, as it appeared,
from a fettled ftate of ill health, that nothing we could
do could afford her the leaft relief, or make her chear-
ful, In'this condition  fhe languifhed amongft us five
years, flill continuiag to grow worfe and worfe.

We all grieved at her fate. - Her fle(h was withered
away ; her appetite decayed by degrees, tll all food
became naufeous to her fight; her {trength failed her;
her feet could not fupport her tottering body, lean
and worn:away as it was; and we hourly expeted her
death. When, at laft, fhe one day called. her molt
intimate friends to-her bed-fide, and, as well as the
cou;d fpoke to the following purpofc ‘I know you

all pity me: but, alas! I am not fo much the ob-
¢ jet of your pity, as your conteinpt; for all my mi-
fery is of my own feeking, and owing to the wicked-
nefs of my own mind. I had two fifters, with whom
I was bred up; and'I have all my life-time been un-
happy, for no other caufe but for their fuccefs in the
world.,  When we were young, I could ncither ear
nor {leep in peace, when they had either praife or
pleafure. When we grew up to be women, they
¢ were both foon married much to their advantage and
; ffum‘m tion.. This galled me to the heart; and, thoagh
¢ 1 had feveral good offrﬂs yetas I did not think thern
¢ in all reipeéls equal to my fifters, 1 would mot ac-
* cept them; and yet was inwardly vexed to refufe
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them, for fear I fhould get no better. I generally
deliberated fo long that I loft my lovers, and then I
pined for that lofs. I never wanted for any thing ;
and was in a fituation in which I might have been
hapry, if I pleafed. My fifters loved me very well;
for I concealed as much as poflible from them my
odious envy; and yet never did any poor wretch lead
{o miferable a life as I have done’; for every bleffing
they enjoyed was a dagger to my heart. ’Tis this
envy that has caufed all my ill health, has preyed
upofl my very vitals, and will now bring me to my.
grave.’
In afew days after this confeffion (he died ; and
her words and death made fuch a ftrong 1mprefﬁon on
my mind, that I could not help fending you this rela-
tion ; and begging you, my dear Sukey, to remember
how careful we ought to be to curb in our minds the
very firft rifings of a paffion {o deteftable, and fo fatal,
as this proved to poor Mrs Dion. 1 know I have no
particular reafon for giving you this caution; for I
never faw any thing in you, but what deferved the
love and eftecm of
Your very affectionate coufin,

M. SmiTH,

o~ "~ LY LI ™ o - - ~ [ P, S

As foon as Mifs Sukey had finifhed her letter, Mifs
Patty Lockit rofe up, and ﬂying to Mils Fenny Peace,
embr ced her, and faid, ¢ What thanks can I give

¢ you, my dear friend, for having put me into a way
¢ of examining my heart, and rcﬁe&mg on my own
¢ altions; by which you have {aved me, perhaps, from
 a life as miferable as that of the poor woman in Mifs
« Sukey’s letter!” Mifs Fenny did not thoroughly un-
derftand her meaning; but imagining it might be
fomerhing relating to her paft life; defired her to ex-
plain herfelf ; which fhe {aid fhe would do, telling now,
in her turn, all that had hitherto happered to her,
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The DESCRIPTION of Mfs Pafty Lockit.

[SS Patty Lockit was but ten years old; tall,
P and inclined to fat. Her neck was fhort; and
fhe was not in the leaft ‘geateel. Her-face was very
handfome; for all her features were extremely good.
She had large blue eyes; was exceeding fair ; and had
a great'bloom in her cheeks. Her hair was the very
firlt degree of light brown ; was bright and fhining ;
and hung in ringlets half-way down her back. Her
mouth was rather too large; but the had fuch fine
teeth, and looked fo agreeably when fhe {miled, that
you was not fenfible of any fault in it.
"This was the perfon of Mifs Patty Lockit, who was
now to relate her paft life < which fhe'did, in the fol-
lowing manner.

The L1rE of Mifs Patty Lockit.

Lived, till T was fix years old, in‘a very large fa:

fily ; for I had four fifters, all older- than myfelf,
and three brothers. We played together, and paffed
our time much in the common way: {ometimes we
quarreled, and fometimes agreed, juft as accidents would
have it. Our pareats had no partiality to any of us:
{fo we had no caufe to envy one another on that-ac-
count ; and we lived tolerably well together.

When [ was fix years old, my grandmother by my
father’s fide (and who was alfo my god mother) offer-
ing to take me to live with her, and promifing to fook
upon me as her own child, and intirely to provide for
me, my father and mother, as they had a large family,
very readily accepted her offur, and fent me directly to
her houfe.

About half a year before this, the had taken another
god daughter, the only child of my aunt Bradly, who -
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was lately dead, and whofe hafband was gone to the
Weft- Indies. - My coufin® Molly Bradly was four years
older than I; and her mother had taken fuch pains in
her education, that fhe underftood mere than moft
girls of her age; and had fo mach livelinefs, good-
humour, and ingenuity, that every body was fond of
her; and where-ever-we went together, all the notice
was taken of my coufin, and I was very little regarded,

Though I had all my life before lived in a family
where every one in it was older, and knew more than
mylelf, yet I was very ealy; for we were generally to-
gether in the narfery, and no body took much notice
of us, whether we knew any thing, or whether we did
not: but now, as I lived in the houfe with only one
companion, who was {o much more admired than my-
felr, the comparifon began to vex me, and I found a
ftrong hatred and averfion for my coufin arifing in my
mind : and yet [ verily believe | (hould have got the
better of it, and been wiliing to have learnt of my cou-
fin, and fhould have loved her for teaching me, if any
one had told me it was right ; and if it had not been:
that Betty, the maid who took care of us, ufed to be
for ever.teazing me about the preference that was (hewn
to my coufin, and the neglect I always met with, She
ufed to tell me, that fhe wondered how I could bear
10 fee Mifs Molly fo carrefled 5 and that it was want of
{pirit not to think myfelf as good as fhe was ; and, if
fhe was in my place, the would not fubmit to be taught
by a child ; for my coufin Molly frequently offered to
inftruét me in any thing fhe knew: but I ufed to fay
(as Betty bad taught me) that I would not learn of her
for fhe was but a child, though fhe was a little older =
and that I was not put ander her care, but that of my
grand-mamma: but fhe, poor woman, was {o old
and unhealthy, that fhe never troubled her head much
about us, but only to take care that we wanted for
nothing. I lived in this manner t/1ce years, fretting
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and vexing myfelf thatT did not know {o much, nor
was fo much liked, as my coulin Moily, and yet refol-
ving not to learn any thing fhe could teach me; when
my grand-mamma was advifed to fend me to fchool :
but, as foon as I came here, the cafe was much worfe;
for, inftead of one perfon to envy, I found many ; for
all my {chool-fellows had learned more than [; and,
inftead of endeavouring to get knowledge, I began to
hate all thofe who knew more than myf{elf : and this,
I am now convinced, was owing to that odious envy
which, if not cured, would always have made me as
milerable as Mrs Difon was; and which conftantly tor-
mented me, till we came to live in that general peace
and good-humour we have lately enjoyed : and as [
hope this wicked {pirit was not natural to me, bat only
blown up by that vile Betty’s inftigations, 1 don’t
doubt but I fhall now grow very happy, and learn
{omething every day, and be pleafed with being in-
ftructed ; and that I fhall always love thofe who are
fo good as to xnﬁru& me. :

Here Mifs Patty Lockit ceafed and the dinner-bell
called them from their arbour.

Mrs Teachum, as {oon as they had dined, told them,

that fhe thought it proper they fhould ufe fome bodily
exercile, that they might not, by fitting conftantly ftill,

impair their health. Not' but that the' was greatly
pleafed with their innocent and inftrutive manner of
employing their leifure hours : but this wife woman
knew, that the faculties of the'mind grow languid and
ufelefs, when the health of the body is loft.

As foon ‘as they underftood their governefs’s plea-
fure, they readily refolved to obey her commands, and
defired, that, 7after {chool, they might take a walk as
fat(asthe dairy-houfe. to eat fome curds and cream.
Mrs Teachum not only granted their requeft, but faid
‘the would dlfpenfa with their {chool-attendance that
afternoon, in order to give them more time for their
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~walk, which was between two and three miles; and
the likewile added, that fhe herfelf would go with them.
They all flew like lightaing to get their hats;, and to
cquip rhemfelves for their walk ; and with chearful
countenances, attended Mrs; Teachum in the {chool-
room.  This good gentlewoman, {o far from laying
them under a reftraint by her prefence, encouraged
them torun in the fields, and to gather flowers ; which
they did, each Mifs trying to get the beft to prefent to
her governefs. In this agreeable manner, with laugh-
ing, talking, and finging, they arrived at the dairy-
houfe, before they imagined they had walked a mile,

There lived at this dairy-bhoufe an.old \wwoman, npear
feventy years of age. = She had -a frefh colour in her
face; but was troubled with the palfy, that made her-
head fhake a little.  She was bent forward with age,
and her hair was quite grey : but fhe retained much
good-humour, and received this litile party with a
hearty welcome. | o d 44 1

Our little gentry flocked about:thisigood woman,
afking her a thoufand quettions: Mifs Polly Suckling
afked her, -why fhe fhook herhead fo? and Mifls
Patty Lockit {aid, fhe hoped her hair would never be
of fuch a colour. ! :

Mifs Fenny Peace was afraid they would fay fome-
thing that would offend the old woman, and advifed
them to turn their difcourfe. ¢ Oh! let the dear
¢ rogues alone,” fays the old woman; ¢ I like their
¢ prattle;’ and taking  Mifs Polly by -the hand, faid,
‘. Come my-dear,” we will go iato the dairy, and fkim
¢ the milk pans.” ‘At which, words they all ran into
the dairy, and fome of them dipped. their fingers in
the cream; which when Mrs Nelly perceived (who
‘was the eldeft daughter of the old ,woman, and mana-
ged all the affuirs), fhe defired they would walk out of
jthe dairy,” and fthe would: bring them what 'was fit for

them : vpon which Mifs Dolly Friendly {aid, * She had *



4athDay.  The Little Female Academy. 83

< rather be as old and /good-natured as the mother,
¢ than as young and ill-natured as the daughter”’

The old woman defired her compuny to fit down at
a long table, which fhe foon fupplied with plenty of
cream, {trawberries, brown bread, and fugar ~ Mrs
Teachum took her place at the upper end, and the reft
fat down in their ufual order, and eat plentifully of
thefe good things.  After which Mrs Teachum told
them they might walk out and fee the garden and or-
chard, and by that time it would be proper to return
home. -

The good old woman fhewed them the way into the
garden: and gathered the fineft rofes and pinks fhe
could pick, and gave them to Mifs Polly, to whom the
had taken a great fancy. 2

At their taking leave, Mrs Teachum rewarded the
good old woman for her trouble; who, on her part,
expreffed much pleafure in {eeing fo many well be-
hav’d young ladies ; and faid, fhe hoped they would
come often. ‘
~ Thefe little friends had not walked far in their way
home, before they met a miferable ragged fellow, who
begged their charity. Our young folks immediately
gathered about this poor creature, and were hearken-
ing very earneftly to his ftory, which he fet forth in a
‘terrible manner, of having been burnt out of his
houfe, and, from one diftrefs to another, reduced to
that miferable ftate they faw him in, when Mrs 7eachum
came up to them, ~She was not a little pleafed to fee
all the miffes hands in their pockets, pulling out half-
pence, and fome fixpences.  She ‘told them fhe ap-
proved of their readinefs to affifk the poor fellow, s
he appeared to them: but oftentimes thofe fellows
made up difmal ftories without much foundation, and
becaufe they were lazy, and would not work. Mifs
Dolly faid, indced fhe believed the poor man fpoke
truth ; for he looked honeft ; and, befides, he feemed
almoft flarved.
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Mrs Teachum told them it would bg too late before
they could get home: fo, after each of them had
given what they thought proper, they purfued . their
walk, prattling all the way. S5k “

They got home about nine o'clocks and as they
did not chufe any fupper, the bell rang for prayers :
after which our - young travellers retired to their reft,
where we doubt not but they had a good repofe.
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RS Tzachum, in the morning, inquired how
. her {cholars did after their walk, and was plea-
fed to hear they were all very well. They then per-
formed their feveral tafks with moch chearfulnefs ;
and, after the {chool hours, they were baftening, as
ufual, to their arbour, when Mifs 7enny defived them
all to go thither without her, and (he would foon fol-
low them ; which they readily confented to; but beg-
ged her not to deprive them long of the pleafure of her
fweet company.

Mifs Fenny then went diretly into her governefs’s
parlour, and told her,  that the had fome thoughts of
readicg to her companions a fairy-tale, which was alfo
given her by her mamma: and though it was not ia
fuch a pompous ftile, nor fo full of wonderfu images,
as the giant-ftory; yer (he would not venture to read
any-thing of that kind without her permiffion : but as
fhe had not abfolutely condemned all that fort of wri-
ting, fhe hoped fhe was not guilty of a fault in atking
that permiffion. Mrs 7ecachum, with a gracious {mile,
told her, that fhe feemed fo thoroughly well to uader-
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‘ftand the whole force of her Monday night’s difcourfe
to her, that the might be trufted almoft in any thing ;
and defired her to go and follow her own judgment
-and inclinations in the amuefement of her happy friends.
Mifs Fenny, overjoyed with this kind condefcenfion in
her governefs, thanked her, with a low curtefy, and
faid, fhe hoped fhe thould never do any thing unwor-
thy of the confidence repofed in her; and, haftening to
‘the arbour, fhe there found all her little companions
‘quite impatient of this fhort abfence.

Mifs Fenny told them, that fhe had by her a fairy-
stale, which, if they liked it, fhe would read; and, as
it had pleafed her, the did not doubt but it would give
them equal pleafure. : :

It was the cuftom now fo much amongft them to
aflent to any propofal that came from Mifs Fenny, that
-they all with one voice defired her to read it ; till Mifs
‘Polly Suckling faid, That although fhe was very unwil-
ling to contradiét any thing Mifs Jenny liked, yet the
-could not help faying, fhe thought it would be better if
ithey were to read fome true hiftory, from which they
might learn fomething; for fhe thought fairy-tales
were only fit for little children.

Mifs Fenny could not help fmiling at fuch an objec-
+tion 'coming from the little dumpling, who was net
:much above feven years of age; and then faid, I will
tell you a ftory, my little Folly, of what "happened #o
me whilft I was at home,

¢ There came into our village, when I'was fix years
¢ old, a man who ‘carried about a raree-fhow, which
¢ all the children of the parifh were fond of feeing :
¢ but I had taken-it into my head, that it was beneath
¢ my wifdom to fee rarce-thows ; and therefore would
“ inot be perfuaded to join my companions to fee this
* fight: and although I had as great an inclination as
¢ any of them to fee it; yet I aveided it, in order to
“ boaft of my own great fenfe, in that [ was above
¢ fuch trifles.

' H
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¢ When my mamma afked me, « Why I would not
¢ fee the fhow, when fhe had given me leave?” [
¢ drew up my head, and faid, < Indeed I did not
¢¢ like raree-fhows; that I had been reading; and I
““ thought that much more worth my while, than to
¢ lofe my time at {uch- foolith entertainments.” My
 mamma, who faw the caufe of my refufing this
¢ amufement was only a pretence of being wife,
¢ laughed, and faid, ¢ She herfelf had feen it, and it
“ was really very comical and diverting.” On hear-
¢ ing this,Twas heartily vexed to think I had denied my-
¢ {elf a pleafure, which I fafied was beneath me, when
I found even my mamma was not above feeing it.
¢ This, in a great meafure, cured me of the folly of
¢ thinking myfelf above any innocent amufement. And
¢ when I grew older, and more capable of hearing rea-
¢ fon, my mamma told me, ““ She had taken this me-
““ thod of Jaughing at me, as laughing is the proper
‘¢ manner of treating affeCation ; which, of all things,
¢ fhe faid, fhe would have me carefully avoid; other-
¢ wife, whenever I was found out, I fhould become
‘¢ contemptible.”

Here Mifs 7enny ceafed fpeaking; and Mifs Polly
Suckling, blufhing that fhe had made any objetion to
what Mifs Fenny had propofed, begged her to begin the
fairy-tale; when juft at this inftant, Mrs Teachum,
who had becn taking a walk in the garden, turned into
the arbour to delight herfelf with the view of her little
{chool united in harmony and love. Mifs Fenny, with
great good humour, told her miftrefs the fmal) conteft
fhe had juft had with Mifs Polly, about reading a fairy-
tale, and the occafion of it. Mrs Teachum kindly
chucking the little dumpling under the chin, faid, fhe
had fo good an opinion of Mifs 7enny, as to anf{wer for
“er, that fhe would read nothing to them but what
was proper ; and added, that fhe heifelf would ftay
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and hear this fairy-tale, which Mifs Fenny, on her com-
mands, immediately began.

The Princefs HEBE. A4 Fawry Tale.

A BOVE two thoufand years ago, there reigned

‘ over the Kingdom of 7onga, a king wholz'name
was Abdallah. He was married to a young princefs,
the daughter of a king of a neighbouring country,
whofe name was Roufignon. Her beauty and prudence
engaged him {o far in affeftion to her, that every hour
he could poflibly {pare from attending the affuirs of his
kingdom, he fpent in her apartment. They had a
little daughter, to whom they gave the name of Hebe,
who was the darling and mutual care of both.

The king was quiet in his dominions, beloved b
his f{ubjects, happy in his family, and ‘all his days
rolled on in calm content and joy. The king’s bro-
‘ther Abdulham was alfo married to a young princefs,
named 77ops, who in feven years had brought him
no children: and fhe conceived {o mortal a hatred
againft the queen (for fhe envied bher happinefs in
the little princels Hebe) that fhe refolved to do her
{fome mifchicf. Tt was impoffible for her, during the
king’s life-time, to vent her malice without being dif-
covered ; and therefore fhe pretended the greateft re-
fpett and friendthip imagingble for the unfufpecting
queen.

Whilt things were in this fituation, the king fell
into a violent fever of which he died : and during the
time that the queen was in the height of her afliction
for him, and could think of nothing but his lofs, the
princefs Tropo took the opportunity of putting in exe-
cution her malicious intentions. She inflamed her huf-
band’s paffions, by fetting forth the meannefs of his
{pirit, in letting a crown be ravifhed from his head
by a female infant, till ambiton feized his mind, and
ke refolved to wicld the Tongian fceptre himfelf, Tt

H 2 :
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was very eafy to bring this about ; for, by his brother’s
appointment, he was protettor of the realm, and guar-
dian to the young princefs his nicce: and the queen
taking him and the princefs his wife for her beft friernds,
fufpected nothing of their defigns, but in a manner
gave herfelf up to their power.

The protettor Abdulbam, having the whole treafure
of the kingdom at his command, was in pofleffion of
the means to make all his fchemes fuccefsful : and the
princefs Tropo, by lavithly rewarding the inftruments
of her treachery, contrived to make it generally be-
lieved, that the queen had poifoned her hufband ; who
was fo much beloved by his fubjects, that the very
horror of the action, without any proof of her guilt,
raifed againft the poor unhappy queen an univerfal
clamour, and a general averfion throughout the whole
kingdom. The princefs had fo well laid her {cheme,
that the guards were to {eize the quecn, and convey
her to a place of confinement, till the could prove
her innocence; which that fhe might never be able to.
do proper care was taken, by procuring {ufficient evi-
dence to accufe her on oath; and the princels Hebe,
her daughter, was to be taken from her, and edu-
cated under the care of her uncle. Buat the night
before this cruel defign was to have been put in exe-
cution, a faithful attendant of the queen’s, named
Laretta, by the afliftance of one of the princefs Tropo’s
confidants (who had leng profefled himfelf her lover)
difcovered the whole fecret, of which the immediately
informed her royal miftrefs. 3

The horrors which filled the queen’s mind at the
relation of the princefs 77opo’s malicious intentions, were
wexpreflible, and her perturbation was fo great, that
the could not form any fcheme that appeared probable
toftxecute for her own prefervation. Loretta told her,
that the perfon who had given her this timely notice,
had allo provided a peafant who knew the country,
and would meet her at the weftern gate of the city,
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and, carrying the young princefls Hebe in his arms,
would condué her to fome place of fafety ; but fhe
muft confent to put on a difguife, and eflcape that
very night from the palace, or fhe would be loft for
ever. Horles or mules, fhe faid, it would be impof-
fible to come at without fafpicion ; therefore (he mult
endeavour (though unufed to fuch fatigue) to travel
a-foot till fhe got herfelf concealed in fome cottage
from her parfuers, if her enemies fhould think of
endeavouring to find her out.  Loretta offcred to at.
tend her miftrefs, but fhe abfolutely forbad her go-
ing any farther than to the weftern gate ; where de-
livering the little princefs Hebe into the arms of the
peafant, who was there waiting for them, fhe relac-
tantly withdrew.

‘The good queen, who faw no remedy to this her
terrible difgrace, could have borne this barbarous ufage
without much repining, had fhe herfclf been the only
fufferer by it : for the lofs of the good king her huf-
band fo far exceeded all her other misfortunes, that
every thing elfe was trifling in comparifon of {o dread-
ful an affli¢tion. But the young princefs Hebe, whom
fhe was accuftomed to look on as her greatcft blefling,
now became. to her an objet of pity and concera ;
for, from being heirefs to a throne, the poor infant,
not yet five years old, was, with her wretched mother,
become a vagabond, and knew not whither to fly for
protection.

Loretta had prevailed on her royal miftrefs to take
with, her a few little neceflarics, befides a fmall pic-
ture of the king, and fome of her jewels, which the
qucen contrived to conceal under her night-cloaths,
i the midft of that hair they were ufed to adorn,
when her beloved hufband delighied to fee it difplay-
ed in flowing ringlets round her fnowy neck.  This
lady, during the life of ‘her fond hufband, was by his
tender care kept from every inclemency of the air,
and preferved from every -inconvenicace that it was

k3
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poflible for human nature to fuffer. What then muft
be her condition now ! when, through by-paths and
thorny ways, fhe was obliged to fly with ail poflible
fpeed, to efcape the fury of her cruel purfuers : for
fhe too well knew the mercilefs temper of her ene-
mies, to hope that they would not purfue her with
the utmoft diligence, efpecially as fhe was accompa- -
nied by the young princefs Hebe ; whofe life was the
principal caufe of their difquiet, and whofe deftruc-
tion they chiefly aimed at, '

The honelt peafant, who carried the princefs Hebe
in his arms, followed the queen’s painful fteps; and
{ecing the day begin to break, he begged her, if pof-
fible, to haften on to a wood which was not far off
where it was likely fthe might find a place of fafety.
But the afflicted queen, at the fight of the opening
morn, (which once ufed to fill her mind with rifing
joy), burfl into a flood of tears, and, quite overcome
with grief and fatigue, caft herfelf on the ground,
crying out in the moft affe¢ting manner, ¢ The end of
¢ my misfortunes is at hand.—My weary limbs will
¢ no longer fupport me.—My {pirits fail me.—In the
“ grave alone muft I feek for fhelter.” The poor
princefs, feeing her mother in tears, caft her little arms:
about her neck, and wept alfo, though fhe knew not
why.

\yVhilﬁ fhe was in this deplorable condition, turn-
ing round her head, fhe faw behind her a little girl,
no older in appearance than the princefs Hebe ; who,
with an amiable and tranquil countenance, begged
her to rife and follow her, and fhe would lead her
where fthe might refrefh and repofe herfelf.

The queen was furprifed at the manner of {peaks
ing of this little ehild, as fbe took her to be; but
foon thought it was {fome kind fairy fent to protect
her; and was very ready to fubmit herfelf to her
guidance and protection. '

The little fairy (for fuch indeed was the feeming



sthDay.  The Little Female Academy. or

child, who had thus accofted them) ordered the pea-
fant to return back, and faid, that the would take care
of the queen, and her young daughter; and he,
knowing her to be the good fairy Sybella, very readi-
}y obeyed.

Sybella then ftrikiog the ground three times with a
little wand, there fuddenly rofe up before them a neat
plain ‘car, and a pair of milk-white horfes; and
placing the queen, with the princefs Hebe in her lap,
by her {ide, {he drove with exceflive f{wiftnefs full
weftward tor eight hours; when (juft as the fun be-
gan to have power enough to make the queen almoft
faint with the heat, and her former fatigue) they ar-
rived at the fide of a fhady wood ; upon entering of
which, the fairy made her horfes flacken their {peed;
and, having travelled about a mile and a half, through
rows of elms and beech trees, they came toa thick
grove of firs, into which there feemed to be no en-
trance; for there was not any opening to a path,
and the under-wood, confifting chiefly of rofe-bufthes,
white-thorn, eglantine, and other flowering fhrubs,
was {o thick, that it appeared impoffible to force her
way thro’ them. , “But alighting out of the car (which
immediately difappeared) the fairy (bidding the
queen follow her) puthed her way through a large
bufh of jeflamine, whofe tender branches gave way
for their paffage, and then clofed again, fo as to leave
no traces of an entrance into this charming grove,

Having gone a little way through an extreme nar.
row path, they came into an opening (quite fur-
rounded by thefe firs, and fweet underwood) not very
large, but in which was contained every thing that is
neceflary towards making life comfortable. At the
end of a green meadow was a plain neat houfe, built
more for.convenience than beauty, fronting the rifing
fun ; and behind it was a {mall garden, ftored only
with fraits and ufeful herbs.  Sybella conduéted her
guefls into this her fimple lodging; and as repofe was



92 7he GOVERNESS: 07, sth Day.-

the chief thing neceflary for the poor fatigued queen,
the prevailed with her to ly down on a couch. Some
hours found fleep, which her wearinefs induced, gave
her a frefh fupply of fpirits : the eafe and fafety from
her purfuers, in which fhe then found herfelf, made
her for a fhort time tolerably compofed ; and (he beg-
ged the favour of knowing to whom fhe was fo great-
ly obliged for this her happy deliverance: but the
fairy, fecing her mind too unfettled to give any due
attention to what fhe fhould fay, told her, that fhe
would defer the relation of her own life (which was
worth her obfervation) till fhe had obtained a refpite
from her forrows; and, in the mean time, by all
manner of obliging ways, fhe eadeavoured to divert
and amufe her. :

The queen, after a fhort interval of calmnefs of

mind, occafioned only by her {o fudden efcape from:

the terrors of purfuir, returned to her former dejec-

tion, and for fome time inceflantly wept at the difmal-

thought, that the princefs feemed now, by this re-
verfe of fate, to be for ever excluded all hopes of be-
1ag feated on her father’s threne ; and, by a ftrange
perverfe way of adding to her own grief, the afflicted
herfelf the more, becaufe the little princefs was igno-
rant of her misfortune; and whenever fhe faw her
diverting herfelf with little childith plays, inftead of
being pleafed with fuch her innocent amufement, it
added to her forrow, and made her tears guth forth in
larger fiream than ufual. She could not divert her
thoughts from the palace from which fthe had been
driven, to fix them on any other objet; nor would
ker gricf fuffer ber to refleét, that it was poffible for
the princefs to be happy without a crown.

At length, time, the great curer of all ills, in fome
meafure abated ber forrows ; her grief began to fub-
fide; and, {pite of herfelf, the refle€tion that her mi-
fery was only in her own fancy, would fometimes force
itfelf on her mind. ~She could not avoid feeing, that

'
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her little hoftefs enjoyed as perfet a ftate of happi-
nefs, as it was poflible to attain in this world : that fhe
was free from anxious cares, undifturbed by reftlefs paf-
fions, and miftrefs of all things that could be of any
ufe to make life ealy or agreeable. The oftener this
refletion prefented itfelt to her thoughts, the more
ftrength it gained ; and at laft, the could even bear to
think, that her beloved child might be as happy in fuch
a fituation, as was her amiable hoftefs. Her counte-
nance now grew more chearful: fhe could take the
princefs Hebe in her arms, and, thinking the jewels
fhe had preferved would fecure her from: any fear of
want, look on her with delight; and began even to
be convinced, that her future life might be {pent in
calm content and pleafure.

As {oon as the voice of reafon had gained this
power over the queen, Sybella told her, that now her
bofom was {o free from paflion, the would relate the
hiftory of her life. The queen, overjoyed that her
curiofity might now be gratified, begged her not to
delay giving her that pleafure one moment ; on which
our little fairy began in the following manper :

But here Mrs Teachum told Mifs Fenny that the
bell rung for dinoer ; on which fhe was obliged to
break off. But meeting again in the fame arbour, in
the evening, when their good miftrefs continued to
them the favour of her prefence, Mifs Zenny purfued
her ftory.

Farry TALE continued.

Y father, faid the fairy, was a rhagician: he
married a lady for love, whofe beauty far out-
thone that of all her ncighbours; and by means of
that beauty, {he had {o great an influence over her huf-
band, that the could command the utmoft power of
his art, But better had it' been for her, had that
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beauty been wanting ; for her power only ferved to
make her wifh ‘for more, and the gratification of eve-
ry defire begot a new one, which often it was im-
poflible for her to gratify. My father, though he faw
his  error in- thus indulging her, could not attain
fteadinefs of mind enough to mend it, nor acquire
refolution enough to fuffer his beloved wife once to
grieve or fhed a tear to no purpofe, though in order
to cure her of that folly which made her miferable,

My grandfather {o plainly faw the temper and dif-
pofition of his fon towards women, that he did not
leave him at liberty to difpofe of his magic art to
any but his pofterity, that it might not be in the
power of a wife to teaze him out of it. But his cau-
tion was to very little purpofe; for altho’ my mother
could not from herfelf exert any magic power, yet
fuch was her unbounded influence over her hufband,
that (he was fure of fuccefs in every attempt to per-
fuade him to gratify her defires. For if every argu-
ment {he could invent happened to fail, yet the thed-
ding one tear was a certain method to prevail with
kim to give up his reafon, whatever might be the
confequence.

When my father and mother had been married about
a year, fhe was brought to bed of a davughter, to
whom the gave the name of Brunctta. ‘Her £irft re.
queft to my father was, That he would endow this
infant with as much beauty as the herfelf was pof-
fefied -of, and beftow on her as much of his art as
fhould enable her to fucceed in all her defigns. My
father forefaw the dreadful tendency of granting this
requeft, but faid he would give it with this reftric-
tion, that fhe fhould fucceed in all her defigns that
were not wicked ; for, faid he, the fuccefs of wicked
defigns always turns out as a punifhment to the per-
fon fo fucceeding. In this refolution he held for
three days, till my mother (being weak in body af-
ter her lying-in) worked herfelf with her violent paf-



5th Day.  The Little Female Academy. 03

fions to fuch a degree, that the phyficians told my fa-
ther, they defpaired of her life, unlefs fome method
could be found to make her mind more calm and
ealy. His fondnefs for his wife would not fuffer
him to bear the thoushts of lofing her, and the horror
with which that apprehenfion had but for a moment
poflefled his mind, prevailed with him to beftow on
the little Brunetta (though forefeeing it would make
her miferable) the fatal gift in its full extent. But
one reftriction it was out of his power to take off,
namely, that all wicked defigns ever could and fhould
be rendered ineffectaal, by the virtue-and perfeverance
of thofe againft whom they were intended, if they in
a proper manner exerted that virtue,

I was born about two years after Brunetta, and
was called Sybella : but my mother was {o taken up
with her darling Brunetta, that fhe gave herfelf not
the leaft concern about me ; and I was left wholly to
the care of my father. In order to make the gift
fhe had extorted from her fond hufband as fatal as
poffible to her favourite child, fhe took care, in her
education, (by endeavouring to cultivate in her the
{pirit of revenge and malice again{t thofe who had in
the leaft degree offended her) to turn her mind to all
manaer of mifchief; by which: means fhe lived in a
continual paffion.

My father, as foon as T was old enough to hearken
to reafon, told me of the gift he had conferred on my
fifter ; faid he could not retract it; and therefore, if
fhe had any mifchievous defigns againft me, they muft
in fome meafure fucceed; but he would endow me
with a power fuperior to this gift of my filter’s, and
likewife {uperior to any thing elfe that he was able to
beftow, which was ftrength and conftancy of mind
enough to bear patiently any injuries I might receive s
and this was a ftrength, he faid, which would not de-
cay, but rather encreafe, by every new exercife of it :
and, to fecure me in the poffeffion of this gift, he alfo
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gave me a perfect knowledge of the true value of every
thing arcund me, by which means I might learn, what-
ever ourward accidents befel me, not to lofe the greateft
* blefling in this world, namely, a calm and contented
mind. He taught me fo well my duty, that I chear-
fully obeyed my mother in all things, though fhe fel-
dom gave me a kind word, or even a kind look; for
my {piteful filter was always telling fome lies to make
her angry with me. But my heart overflowed with
gratitude to my father, that he fthould give me leave to
love him, whilft he inftruéted me that it was my duty
to pay him the moft (trict obedience.

Brunetta was daily encouraged by her mother to ufe
me ill, and chiefly becaufe my father loved me; and
although fhe fucceeded in all her defigns of revenge on
me, yet was the very uneafy, becaufe the could not
take away the chearfuloefs of my mind; for I bore
with patience whatever happened to me: and fhe
would ofien fay,  Muft I, with all my beauty, power,
< and wifdom (for fo fhe called her low cunning) be
¢ fuffering perpetual uneafinefs? and fhall you, who
¢ have neither beauty, power, nor wifdom, pretend to
¢ be happy and chearful 2> Then would the cry and
ftamp, and rave like a mad creature, and fet her inven-
tion at work to make my mother beat me, or lock me
up, or take from me fome of my beft cloaths to give
to ber; yet flill could not her power extend to vex my
mind : and this ufed to throw her againinto fuch paf-
fions as weakened her health, and greatly impaired her
{o much boafted beauty.

In this manner we lived till, on a certain day after
Brunetta had been in.one of her rages with me for no-
thing, my father came in and chid her for it; which
‘when my mother heard, fhe threw herfelf into {uch a
violent paffion, that her hufband could not pacify her:
and, being big with child, the convulfions caufed by
her paffions brought her to her grave. Thus my fa-
ther loft her by the fame uncontroulable excelfes, the
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fatal effets of which he had before ruined Lis daugh.
ter to preferve her from. He did not long furrive
‘her; bur, before he died, gave me a little wand, which
by firiking three times on the ground, he faid, would
“at any time produce me any neceffary or convenience
of life, which 1 really wanted, cither for myfelf, or the
afliftance of others : and this he gave me, becaufe he
was very {enfible, he faid, that as foon as he was dead,
my fiffer would never reft till fhe had got from me
both his caftle, and ¢very thing that I had belonging
‘to me in it, But, continued he, whenever you are
driven‘from thence, bend yeur courfe directly into the
pleafant 'wood Ardella ; there ftrike with your wand,
and every thing you want will be provided for you.
But keep this wand a' profound fecrct, or Brunctta
will get it from you; and then (though you can never,
‘while you preferve your patience, be unhappy) you
will not have it in your power to be of fo much ufc as
you would wifth to be, to thole who thall ftand in need
of ‘your affiftance.  Saying thefc words, he expired,
-as 1 kneeled by his bed-fide, attending his Jaft com-
‘mands, and bewailing the lofs of fo good a father,

[n the midf of this our diftrefs, we fent to my uncle
Sochus, wy father’s brother, to come to uas, and to aflift
us in an equal divifion of my deceafed father’s effets :
but my filter foon contrived to make him believe, that
T was the wickedeft girl alive, and had always fet my
father againft her by my art, which fhe faid 1 pretend-
ed to call wifdom ; and by feveral handfome prefents
{he foon perfuaded -him (for he did not care a farthing
for either of us) to join with her in faying, Thar as
fhe was the eldeft fifter, fhe had a full right to the

_caftle, and every thing init; but fthe told me I was
‘very welcome to {tay there, and live with her, if I
pleafed : and while 1 behaved myflelf well, fhe (hould
be very glad of my company.

Asit was natuval for me to love all people that would
give me leave tp love them, I was quite overjoyed at

I
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this kind offer of my fifter’s, and never once thought
on the treachery (he had fo lately been guilty of : and
I have fince refleéted, that happy was it for me, that
paffion was fo much uppermoft with her, that the could
not execute any plot that required a-diffimulation of
any long continuance: for had her good-humour laft-
ed but one four and twenty hours, ’tis very probable
that 1 fhould have opened my whole heart to her;
fhould bave endeavoured to have begun a friendfhip
~with her, and perhaps have betrayed the fecret of my
wand. But joft as it was fun-fet, (he came into the
room where 1 was, in the moft violent paffion in the
world, accufing me to my uncle of ingratitude to her
great generofity, in fuffering me to live in her caftle,
She faid, ¢ That {he had found e out, and that my
¢ crimes wereof the blackeft dye;” although fhe would
not tell me either what they were, ‘or who were my
accufers, “She would not give me leave to fpeak, ei-
ther to afk what my offence was,or to juflify my in-
mocence : and I plainly ‘perceived, that her pretended
kindnefs was defigned only to make'my difappointment
the greater : and that (he was now determined to find
me guilty, whether I pleaded, or not. And after fhe
had raved on for fome time, fhe faid to me with a foeer,
¢ Sinee you have always boafted of your calm and con-
¢ tented mind, you may now 'try to be contented’ this
¢ night with the foftnefs'of the grafs for your bed;
¢ for here in my caftle you fhall not ftay one moment
¢ longer.” And fo faying, {he and my uncle led me to
the outer court, and thrufting me with all their force
from them, they thut up the gates, bolting and barring
them as clofe as if to keep out a giant; and left me at
that time of night, friendlefs, and, as'they thoughe, de-
ftitute of any kind of fupport.

I then remembered my dear father’s laft words, and
made what hafte I could to this wood, which is not
above a mile diftant from the caftle; and being, as I
thought, about the middle of it, [ ftruck three times
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with my wand, and immediately up rofe this grove of
trees, which: you fee, this houfe, and. all-the other con-
veniences, which. I now enjoy; and. getting that very
night into this my plain and ealy bed, I enjoyed as
fweet a repofe as ever I did in my life, only delaycd,
indeed, a fhort time, by a few fighs, for the lofs of {o
good a parent, and the uahappy ftate of a felf-torment-
ed fifter, whofe lumbers (I fear) on a bed of down
were more reftlefs and interrupted that night than
mine would have been, even had not my father’s pre-
fent of the wand prevented me from the neceflity of
ufing the bed of grafs; which fhe in her wrath allott-
ed me. In: this grove, which I call Placid Grove, is
contained all that I want ; and ’tis {fo well fecured from
any invaders, by the thick briers and thorns which
furround it, having no entrance, but through that ten
der jeflamine, that L live in no apprehenfions of any di-
fturbance, though fo near my fifter’s caltle. But once,
indeed, fhe came with-a large train, and whillt I was
afleep, fet fire to.the trees all around me; and waking,
I found myfclf almoft {utfocated with fmoke, and the
flames bad reached one part of my houfe. 1 ftarted
from. my. bed, and. firiking on the ground three times
with my-wand; there came fuch a quaatity of water
from the heavens, as {oon extinguithed the fire; and
the next morning, by again having recourle to my
wand, all things grew up into their convenient and
proper order. . When my filter Brunesta found that I
had fucli a {fupernaturd power at my command, tho’
fhe knew not what it was, (he delifted from ever at-
tempting any more by force to difturb me; and now
only-ules all forts of arts and contrivances to deceive
me, or any perfons whom I would with to fecure. One
of my father’s daily leflons to me. was, that 1 thould
never omit any ope day of my life endcavouring to be
as ferviceable as 1 pofiibly could to any perfon in di-
{trefs.  And I dailyl wander, as far as my feet will

carry me, in fearch of amy fuch, and hither 1 iavite
3.2
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them to peace and calm contentment, But'my father
added alfo this command, that I fhould never endea-
vour doing any farther good to thofe, whom adverfity
had not taught to hearken to the voice of reafon,
enough to enable them {0 to conquer their paffions, as
not to think themfelves miferable in a fafe retreat frony
noife and confufion.  This was the reafon L could uot
gratify you in relating the hiftory of my life, whil(k
you gave way- to raging paflions, which only ferve to
blind your eyes, and fhut your ears from trath. But
now, great queen, (for I know your ftate, from what
you vented in your grief), I am ready to endow this
lietle princefs with any gift in my power, that I know
will tend really to her good ; and I hope your experi-
ence of the world has made you too reafonable to re-
quire any other,

The queen confidered a little while, and then de-
fired Sybella to endow the princefs with that only wifs
dom, which would enable her to fee and- follow what
was her own true good, to know the value of every
thing around me, and to be f{enfible, that following
the paths of goodnefs, and performing her duty, was
the only road to content and' bappinefs. - -

Sybella was overjoyed at the queen’s requeft, and
immediately granted it, only telling the princefs Hebe,
that it was abfolutely neceflary towards the attainment
of this great blefling, that the (hould entirely obey the
queen her mother, without ever pretending to examine
her commands; for < true obedience (faid (he) con-
“ fifts in' {fubmiffion; and when we pretend to chufe
* what commands are proper and fit for us, we don’t
¢ obey, but fet up our own wifdom in oppofition to
¢ our governors: this, my dear Hebe, you muft be
¢ very careful of avoiding, if you would be happy.*
She then cautioned her againft giving way to the per+
{vafions of any of the young {hepherdefles thereabouts,
who would endeavour to allure her to difobedience,
hy ftriving to.raile in her mind a defire of thinking
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herfelf wife, whillt they were tearing from her what
was indeed true wifdom. ¢For (faid Sybella) my
+ fifter Brunetta, who lives in the caftle fhe drove me
* from (about:a mile from this wood), endows young
¢ fhepherdeffes with great beauty, and every thing
* that is in appearance amiable, and likely to perfuade,
“in order to allure.away, and make wretched, thofe
«-perfons 1 would preferve: and all the wifdom with
¢ which 1 have endowed.the princefs Hebe, will not
¢ prevent her falling into my fifter’s fnares, if the gives
* the leaft way to remptation: for my father’s gift to
¢ Brunetta, in her infancy, enables her (as I told you)
¢ -to fucceed in all her defigns, except they are refifted
¢ by the virtue of the perfon fhe is pratifing againit.
¢« Many poor wretches has-my- fiter already decoyed
¢ away from me, whomw fhe now keeps in her caflle 3
“-where they live in fplendor and feeming joy, but in
¢ real mifery, from perpetual jars and tumults, raifed
* by envy, malice, and all the train of tumultuous and
¢ tormenting pafiions.’’

The princels Hebe faid, fhe doubted not but fhe
fhiould be able to withftand any of Brunetta’s tempta-
tions.” Her mother; interrupting her, cried oat, « Oh,
‘ my dearchild, though. you are eéndowed with wil-
‘- dom enough to direct you in the way to virtue; yer
“ if you grow conceited and proud of that wifdom,
¢ and faney yourfclf above temptation, it will lead you
‘ ‘juto the worlt of all evils.” - Here the fairy interpo-
fed, and told the princefs Hebe, That it fhe would al-
ways carefully obferve and obey her mother, - who had
Jearced wifdom in.that beftfchool Adverfity, fhe would
then, indeed, be able to withftand ‘and overcome every -
temptation; and would likewife be happy berfelf, and
be able to difpenfe bappinefs all around her. - Nothing
was omitred by the fairyto make this retirement agree-
able to her royal guells: and they had .now pafled -
near feven years in this delightful grove, in.pertect
peace and tranquillity ;. when one evening, as they

19 /
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were walking in the pleafant wood which furrounded:
their habitation, they efpied, under the fhade, and Jean-
ing againtt the bark of a large oak, a poor old man,
whole limbs were withered. and decayed, and whofe
¢yes were hollow, aad funk with 2ge and mifery.
They ftopped as {oon as they faw him, and heard him
m the anguith: of his heart, with a loud groan, utter
thefe words: ¢ When will ‘my forrows end ? Where
* fhall find the good fairy Sybella > The fairy im-
mcdiately begged to know his bufinefs with her ; and
faid, if his forrows would end on finding Sybells, he
might {et his'heart at eafe; for fhe ftood now before
him, and ready to:ferve him, if his diftreffes were fuch
as' would admit of relief, and he could prove himfelf
worthy of ‘her friendfhip. The old man appeared
greatly overjoyed.at having.found the fairy, and began-
the following ftory :

“ Ilive from hence a.thoufand leagues. All this
¢ tirefome way haveI come in fearch of you, My
* whole life has been fpent in amaffing wealth, to en-
* rich one only fon; whom 1 doated on to diftraction.
* Jtis now. five years fince I-have given to him all the:
* riches 1 had laboured to get, only to-make him hap«
¢ py.  Buotalas! how am I-difappointed ! his wealth®
* enables him to command whatever this world pro-
¢ duces; and yet the pooreft wretch. that begs his
¢ bread, cannot be more miferable.. He f{pends his:
¢ days in riot and luxury; has more flaves.and atten-
¢ dants than. wait in the palace of a prince; and fill
“ he fighs from morning till night, becaufe, he fays,
* there is nothing in. this world worth living for.. Al
* his dainties only fate his palate; and grow irkfome to-
‘ bis fight. He daily changes his opinion of what is
¢ pleafure; and on the trial finds none that he can
¢ call fuch; and then falls to fighing again, for the
¢ emptinefsiof all that he has enjoyed  So that, in-
¢ ftead of being my delight, and the comfort of my,
¢ old age, [leeplefs nights,’ and anxious days, are all
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¢ the rewards of my paft labours for him.. ButI have

* had many vifions and dreams to admnonith me, that

¢ if 1 would venture with-my old frame to travel hither

* a-foot, in fearch of the fairy Sybella, (he had a glafs,

¢ which if fhe thewed him, he would be cured of this .
* dreadful melancholy ;. and I have berne the labour

“ and fatigue of coming this.long tirefome. way, that I
¢ may not breathe my laft.with the agonizing reflec--
“ tion, that all the labours of my life have been

¢ thrown away., Bat what fhall [ fay to engage you

* to go with me? Can riches tempt, or can pleafure

¢ allure you? .

* No, («nfwered’ the fairy), neither of them has-
¢ power to move me: but [ compaffionate your age ;
“ and if I thought.I could fucceed, would not refufe
* you. The glafs which 1 fhall bid him look in, will
“ fhew bim:his inward {elf; but if he will not open.
* both his eyes.and heart enough to truth, to let him
“ underfland, that the pleaftres he purfues not only
‘ are not;. but: cannot be fatisfaCory, I can.be of no .
“ fort of fervice to him.. And koow, old man, that
¢ the pupithment-you.now feel, is the natural refult
* of your not having taught him this from his infancy: .
‘ for, inftead of heaping up wealth, to allure him to
“feck for happinels from fuch deceitful means, you
‘ fhould have taught him, that the only path to it was .
* to be virtaous and good.’ ‘

The old man faid, he heartily repented of his con-
duct ;: and then on his knees fo fervently implor'd Sy-
bella’s affiftance, that at laft the confented to go with
him. Then ftriking on the ground three times with
her wand, the car and horfes rofe up; and placing
the old man by her, after taking leave of the queen,
and begging the princels Hebe to be careful to guard
againft all temptations to difobedience, fhe fet out on
her journey. .

It being now come to the !aft’ Hour, that Mrs
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Teachum thought proper for her little {cholars to ftay
out in the air, fhe told Mifs Fenny, that (he muft defer
reading the remaining part of her ftory till the next.
day. Mifs Fenny always, with great chearfuolnefs, .
obeyed her governefs, and immediately left off read-
ing ; and faid fhe was ready to -attend her: and the -
whole company rofc up to follow her.

Mrs Zeachi:n had {fo much judgment, that, percei-
ving fuch a ready obedience to all her commands, fhe -
now endeavoured, by all means {he could thiok of,: ta .
make her {cholurs throw off thar referve before her,
which muft ever make it uneafly to them for her to be
prefent whillt they were following their innocent di-
veifions : tor fuch was the underftanding of this good~
woman, that {te counjd keep up the anthority of the
gowrncfs in her {chool, yet at times become the com-.
panion of her fcholars.  And as (he now faw, by their
good behaviour, they deferved that indulgence, fhe.
took the litde dumpling by the hand, and, followed by
tkereft, walked towards the houfe, “and difcourfed fa-
miliarly with:them the reft-ofithe evening, concerning .
all their Daﬂ amufements.

,'\;xX‘JiF{? OO RO R
The Sixth Dax..

=T was the cuftom on Saturdays to bave no {chool-

_in the afternoon; and it being alfo their writing-
day from .morning {cbool till dinner ; Mrs Zeachum,
knowing how eager Mifs Fenny’s hearers were for the
reft of the ftory, accompanied them into:the arbour,
early in the afternoon, when Mils Fenny  went on as -
fOHOWo ]
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Farry TALE c’on_tinued;

HE queen, and the princefs Hebe, remnined, by
the good fairy’s defire, in her habitation, during
her abfence.” They fpent their time in ferenity and
content ; the priacels daily improving herfelf in wifdom
and goodnefs, by hearkening to her mother’s inftruc-
tions, and obeying all her commands, and the queen ia
ftudying what would be of moft nfe to her child She
had now forgot her throne and palace, and defired no-
thing farther, than her prefent peaccful retreat.  One
morning, as they were fitting in a little arbour at the
corner of a pleafant meadow, on a {udden they heard
a voice; much f{wecter than they had ever heard,
warble through the tollowing fong.

@ Gro! RiGs

1.
Irtue, fift balm of ev'ry woe,
Of ev’ry grizf the cure,
*Tis thou alone that canft boflow
Pleafures unmix’d and pure,

: IT.
The fbady wood, the verdant mead,
Are virtue’s flow'ry road;
Nor painful are ihe fleps which lead
T her divine abode. -

IIT.
Tis not in palaces or halls,
She or her train appear ;
Far of fbe flies from pompous walls ;
Virtue and peace dwell here, |
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The queen was all attention, and, at the end of the
fong, fhe gazed around her, in hopes of feeing the per-
fon, whofe inchanting voice fhe had been {o eagerly
liftening to; when fhe efpied a young fhepherdefs,
not much older than the princefs Hebe, but poffcfled
of fuch uncommon and dszzling beauty, that it was.
fome time before fhe could difengage her eyes from fo
agreeable an obje¢t.  As foon as the young: thepherd-.
els found herfelf obferved, {he feemed modeftly to offer-
to withdraw ; but the quecn begged her not to £o-
till the had informed them who fhe was, that with
fuch a commanding afpet had fo much engaged them
in her favour, il

The fhepherdels coming forward, with- a- bafliful
bluth, and profound obeifance, anfwered; that her
name was. fozclla, and fhe was the davghter of a
neighbouring thepberd and {hepherdefs, who lived a-
bout a quarter of a.mile from thence ; and, to confefs
the truth, fhe had wandered thither, in hopes of fee-.
ing the young firanger, whole fame for beanty and .
wifdem had filed all that country round. .

The princefs Hepe, well knowing of whom fhe
fpoke, conceived from that-moment fuch an inclination
for her acquaintance, that fhe begged. ber to.ftay and
fpend that whole day with them in. Placid Grove.
Here the queen frowned upon her; for fhe had, by
the fairy’s defire, charged her never to bring any one,
without her permiffion, into that peacetul grove.

The young Rozella an{wered, that nothing could be
more agreeable to her inclinations ; buc fhe mnft be at
home by ncen ; for.{o in the morning bad" her father
commanded ‘her, and never yet in her life had fhe ei-
ther difputed or difobeyed ber parents commands.
Here the young princefs looked on her mother with:
eyes expreflive of her joy, at finding a companion,
which fhe, and even the fairy herfeif, could not difap-
prove. '

- When Rozella toek her leave, fhe begged the fa-
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vour, that the little Hebe (for fo fhe called her, not
knowing her to be a princefs) might come o her fa-
ther’s fmall cottage, and there partake fuch homely
fare as it afforded : ‘a welcome, fhe faid, the could in-
fure her ; and though poor, yet, from the honefty of
her parents, who would be proud to entertain {o rare
a beauty, (he was certain no fort of harm could hap-
pen to the pretty Hebe from fuch a friendly vifit: and
fhe would be in the fame place again to-morrow, to
meet her, in hopes, as (he faid, to conduct her to her
humble habitation. :
When Rozella was gone, the queen, thoush highly
pollefled in her favour, borh by her beauty and modeft
behaviour, yet pondered fome time on the thought,
whether or no the was a fit companion for her daugh-
ter.  She remembered what Sybe/la had told her con-
cerning Brunetta’s adorning young fthepherdefles with
beauty, and other excellences, only to enable them the
better to allure and intice others into wickednefs,
Wzefla’s beginning her acquaintance too ‘with the
princefs, by flattery, had no good afpect; and the
fudden effect it had upon her, fo as to make her forget,
or wilfully dilobey, ber commands, by inviting Rozella
to- Placid Grove, were circumftances which greatly
alarmed her. But, by the repeated intreaties of the
priacefs, fhe gave her confent, thar fhe fhould meet
Rozella the next day, and walk with her in that mea-
dow, andin the wood ; but upon ho account thould
fhe go home with her, or bring Rozellz back with her,
The queen, then, io gentle terms, chid the princefs
for her invitation to the young Shepherdefs, which was
-contrary to an abfolute command ; and faid, ¢ You
“ mult, my dear Hebe, be very careful to guard yur-
“elf extremely well aguint thofe temptations which
© wear the face of virtue ™ T koow, that your {udden
¢ affetion for this apparent good girl, and your defire
¢ of ‘her company, to partake with you the innocent
¢ pleafures of this happy place, arife from a good dif-
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* pofition : but where the indulgence of the moft

* laudable paffion, -even benevolence and compaffion

¢ itlelf, interferes with, or runs counter to, your duty,

* you mult endeavour to fupprefsit, or it will fare

¢ with you, asit did with that hen, who, thinking

that fhe heard the voice of a little duckling in diftrefs,

Hew from her young ones, to go and give it affift-

ance; and, following the cry, came at lat to an

* hedge, out of which jumped a fubtle and wicked

¢ fox, who had made that noife to deccive her, ‘and

¢ devoured her-in an inftant. A Kkite at the fame

* time taking advantage of her abfence, carried away,

* one by one, all her little innocent brood, robbed of
¢ that parent who fhould have been -their protettor.’

The princels promifed her mother, “that the would

punctually obey all her commands, and be very watch- -
fuol and obfervant of -every thing Rozella faid and did,

till fhe had approved herfelf worthy of her confidence

and friendfhip.

The queen next morning renewed her injun&tions
to her davghter, that fhe fhould ‘by no means go far-
‘ther out of the wood than into the mcadow, where
{he was to meet Rozella ; and that fhe fhould give
her a faithful account of all that fhould pals between
them. :

‘They met, according to appointment; and the prin-
cefs brought home fo good an account of their conver-
fation, which the queen imagined would help to im-
prove, rather than feduce her child, that fhe induiged
her in the {fame pleafure as often as the afked it. ‘They
paffed fome hours every day in walking reund that
delightful wood, in which were many fmall green
mcadows, with little rivolets running through them,
on the banks of which, covered with primrofes and vio-
lets, Rozella, by the fide of her {weet.companion, ufed
to fing the moft inchanting fongs in the world : the
words ware chiefly in the praife of innocence and a
country lie.

> @
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" The priacels came home every day more and more
charmed with her young fhepherdefs, and recounted,
as near as fhe could remember, every word that had
palled between them. . The queen very highly appro-
ved of their manner of amufing themfelves ; but again
injoined her to omit nothing that paffed in converfation,
efpecially if it had the leaft tendency towards allu-
ring her from her duty.

~ Oue day, as the princefls Hebe and Rezella were
walking alone, and talking, as ufual, of their own hap-
py ftate, and the princefls was declaring how much
- her own happinefs was owing to her thorough obedi-
ence to her mother, Rozella, with a tone of voice as
half in jeft, faid, ¢ Butdon’t you think, my little
. < Hebe, that, if I take a very great pleafure in any
¢ thing that will do me no hurt, though it is forbid-
¢ den, 1 may difobey my parents by enjoying it, pro-
¢ vided I don’t tell them of it, to vex them with the
¢ thoughts that I have difobeyed them ? And then,
¢ my dear, what harm is done ?’

¢ Great harm (an{wered the princefs, looking grave,
¢ and half angry) : I am afhamed to hear you talk {o,
¢ Rozella  Are you not guilty of treachery, as well
*“as difobedience? Neither ought you to determine,
¢ ‘that no harm is done, becaunfe you do not feel the
“ immediate effects of vour tranigreifion ; for the con-
¢ fequence may be out of our narrow unexpericoced
¢ view : and I bave been taught, whenever my mother
¢ lays any command on me, to take it for granted, (he
¢ has fome reafon for fo doing ; and [ obey her, with-
‘ out examining what thofe reafons are ; otherwife,
¢ it would not be obeying her, but fetting up my own
¢ wifdom, and doing what fhe bid me only when [
‘- thoupht proper.’ ‘

Thoy held a long argument on this head, in which
Rozella made ufe of many a fallacy to prove her point ;
but the princels, as fhie had not yet departed from
truth, nor failed in her duty, could not be impofed
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upon. - Rezella, {ecing every attempt to perfuade her
was in vain, turned all her paft difcourfe into a jelt ;
faid fhe had only a mind (o try her, and was overjoyed
to find her fo fteady in the caufe of truth and virtue.
The princefs refomed her ufual chearfulnefs and good
humour. _Rczella fung her a fong in praife of con-
ftancy of mind ; and they paffcd the reft of the time
they ftayed together as they ufed to do.

But, juft before they paried, Rozellz begged fhe
would not tell her mother of the firft part of the con-
verfation that had paflfed between them. The princefs
replied, that it would be breaking through one of her
mother’s commands ; and, therefore fhe dared .not
¢ grant her requeft.’ Then, faid Rozella, ¢ Here I muft
¢ for ever part with my dear little Hebe. Your meo-
¢ ther, not knowing the manner in which I {poke, will
¢ bave an ill opinion of me, and will never truft you
¢ again in my company. “Thus will you be torn from
¢ me; and my lofs will be irreparable.” “Thefe words
{lie accompanied with a flood of tears, and fuch little
tendernefles, as quite melted the princefs into tears al-
f6. But fhe ftil] faid, that {te could not dare to.con-
«ctal from her mother any thing that had happened ;
though fhe could not but .own, fhe believed their fe-
paration would be the confequence. ¢ Well then
¢ (cried Rezclla ) 1 will endeavour to be contented, as |
our feparation will give you lefs pain, than what you
call this.mighty breach of your duty : and though I
would willingly vndergo almoft any torments that
could be invented, rather than be debarred one ma-
ment the company of my deareft Hebe; yet I will
not expect that fhe thould fuffer the fmallelt degree
of pain or uncafinefs, to fave me from lofing what
is the whole pleafure of my life.’

T he princefs could not bear the thought of appear-
ing ungrateful to fuch a warm friendfhip as Rozella ¢x-
prefled ; and, without further hefitation, promifed to
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conceal what fhe had faid, and to undergo any thing,
rather than lofe {o amiable a friend. -

After this they parted. But when the princefs en
tered the grove, fhe did not, as ufual, ran with halte
and joy into the prefence of her indulgent' mother,
for her mind was difturbed : fhe felt a confcious thame
on feeing her, and turned away her face, as'wanting to
fhun the piercing look of that eye, which theimagined
would fee the fecret lurking in her. bofom: Her mo-
ther obferved with concern her downcaft look, and
want of chearfulnefs: and, being afkked what was the
matter, fhe an{wered, ¢ Her walk had fatigued her,
¢ and fhe begged carly to retire to reft.” Her kind mo-
ther confented = but little reft had the poor princefs
that whole night ;. for the- pain of having her mind
touched with guilt; and the fear the was under of lo=
{ing her dear companion, kept her thoughts in one con-
tinued tumult aud confufion, The fairy’s gift now
became her curfe ;. for the power of feeing what was
right, as {he had acted contrary to her knowledge, on-
ly tormented her.. '

She haftened the next morning to meet Rozel/a, and
told her all that had paffed in her own mind the pre-
ceding night; deciaring that the would not pafs fuch
another for the whole world ; bur yet would not dif-
penfe with her promife to her withont her confent; and
‘therefore came to afk' her leave to acquaint her good
mother with all that had paffed: * For (faid fhe), my
¢ dear Rozella, we muft, if we would be happy, do'al-
¢ ways what is right, and truft for the confequences.’
Here Rozella drew her features into the moft contemp-
‘tuous {neer imaginable, and faid, ¢ Pray what are all
¢ thefe mighty pains you have fuffered ? Are they not
¢ owing only to your want of fenfe enongh to know,
* that you can do your mother no harm by concealing
¢ from her this, or any thing elfe that will vex her ? And,
* my dear girl, (continued fhe), when you have once eri-
* tered into this way of thinking, and have put this

K 2
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¢ blind duty out of your head, you will fpend no more
¢ fuch reftlefs nights, which you muft {ee was entirely
‘ owing to your own imaginations.’

"I'his {tartled the princefs to fuch a degree, that fhe
was breaking from her; but, putting on a more tender
air, Rozella cried, ¢ And can you then, my dear Hebe,
‘ determine to give me up for fuch a trifling confidera-
¢ tion?” Then raifing her voice again, in a haughty
manper, fhe faid, ‘I ought to defpife and laugh at
¢ you for your folly, or at beft pity your ignorance,
¢ rather than offer a fincere friendthip to one fo unde-
¢ ferving.’ :

The princefs, having once {werved from her duty,
was now in the power of every paffion that fhould at-
tack her.

Pride and indignation, at the thought of being de-
fpifed, bere more fway with her, than either her duty
or affeétion to her fond mother; and the was now de-
termined, fhe faid, to think for herfelf, and make ufe
of her own underftanding, which, fhe was convinced,
would always teach her what was right. Upon this
Rozella took her by the hand, and, with tears of joy,
faid, ¢<Now, my deareft girl, you are really wife, and
¢ cannot therefore (according to your own rule) fail
of being happy. But, to (hew that you are in ear-
neft in this refolution, you fhall this morning go
home with me to my father’s cott: it is not {o far
off, but you will be back by the fime your mother
expelts you ; and as that will be obeying the chief
command, it is but concealing from her the thing
¢ that would vex her, and there will be no harm done.’
Here a ray of truth broke in upon our young prin-
cefs : but as a falfe thame, and fear of being laughed
at, had now got pofleflion of her, (he, with a {oft figh,
confented to the propofal. ,

Rozella led the way. But juft as they were turning
round the walk, which leads out of the wood, a large
ferpent darted from one fide out of a thicket, direcly
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‘between them; and, turning its hiffing mouth towards
the princefs, as feeming to make after her, fhe fled
haftily back, and ran with all her {peced towards the
grove, and, panting for breath, flew into the arms of
her ever-kind protectrefs. :

Her mother was vaftly terrified to fee her tremble,
and look fo pale; and as foon as (he was a litile reco-
vered, afked her the occafion of her fright ; and added
(with tears running down her checks) ¢ 1 am afraid,
¢ my dear Hebe, fome fad difafter bas befallen you:
¢ for, indeed, my child, I but too plainly faw laft
¢ night—’ '

Here the princefs was fo ftruck with true thame'and
confufion for her paft behaviour, that fhe fell down
upon: her knees, confefled the whole truth, and im-
plored forgivenefs for her fault.

The queen kindly raifed her up, kiffed and forgave
her. I am overjoyed, my dear child (faid fhe) at this
¢ your {weet repentance, though the effect of mere
¢ accident, as it appears ; but fent, without doubt, by
¢ fome good fairy, to fave -you from deftruction: and
I hope you are thorougly convinced, that thederpent
¢ which drove you home, was not half fo dangerous
¢ as the falfe Rozella, :

The princefs anfwered, That (he was thorougly fen
fible of the dangers fhe had avoided ; and hoped fhe
never fhould again, by her own folly and wickednelfs,
deferve to. be expofed to the.danger from which fhe
had {o lately efcaped. :

Some days. pafled, without the princefs’s offering to -
ftir out of the grove; and ia that time (he gave a wil-
ling and patient ear to all her mother’s inftrutions,
and feemed thoroughly fenfible of the great deliverance
fhe had lately experienced. - Bat yet there appeared ‘in
her countenance an uneafinefs, which the queen wilhing
to remove, ‘afked her the canfe of it. :

¢ Itis; dear Madam,’ anfwered the prindefs, ¢ be-
¢ caufe I"have not yet had it in' my power ‘to’couvince
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'you of my repentance, which (though I know it to be

¢ {fincere) you have had ne proof of, butin words only;
and, indeed, my heart longs for an occafion to fhew

*you, that Tam now able to refift any allurement which
would tempt me from my duty; and I cannot be
eafy till you have given me an opportunity of thew-
ing you the firmne(s of my refolution ; and if you
will give me leave to take a walk in the wood alone,
this evening, I fhall return to you with pleafure,
and will promife not to exceed any bounds that you.
thall prefcribe.” _ :
The queen was not much pleafed with this requeft;
but the princefs was {o earneft with her to-grant it; that,
the could not well refufe, without feeming to.{ufpect
her {incerity.; which the did not, but only feared for-
her fafety; and giving her a {kri& charge, not to
flir a ftep out of the wood, or to fpeak to the falfe
Rozella, if fhe came in her way, fhe relu@tantly gave.
her confent; '

The princefs walked through all the flowery laby-
rinths, in which fhe had fo often ftrayed with Roze/ls ;
but fhe was fo {hocked with the thoughts of her wic-

- kednefs, that fhe hardly gave a figh for the lofs of a.
companion. once fo dear to her: and as a proof itha:
her repentance was fincere, though fhe heard Rszella
finging in an arbour (purpofcly perhaps to decoy her),
fhe turned away without the lealt emotion, and went
quite to the other fide of the wood ; where looking
into the meadow, in which the firf} beheld thar falfe -
triend, fhe faw a girl about her own age, leaning againft,
a.tree, and crying moft bitterly. - But the moment fhe .
came in fight, the young thepherdefs (for fuch by her
drefs fhe appeared to be) cried out, ¢ O help, dear
¢ young lady, help me; for I am tied here to this tree, |
by the f{piteful contrivance of a.wicked young fhep-
herdefs, called Rozella: my hands, too, you fee, are

- bound behind me,; f{o that I cannot myfelf unloofe
the knot; and if 1am not relealed, here muii Iy
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¢ all'night: and my wretched parents‘will break their:
¢ hearrs, for fear fome fad accident fhould have befallen
¢ their only child, their. poor unhappy Florimel?’

The princefs, hearing her fpeak of Rozella in that
manner, had no fufpicion of her being one of that
falfe girl’s deluding companions ;. but rather thought-
‘that (he was a iellow- {ufferer with herfelf; ‘and there-
fore, without any confideration of the bounds pre-
feribed, f(he haftened to relieve her, and even thought
that fhe fhouid bhave great pleafure in telling her mo-
ther, that the had faved a poor young thepherdefs from .
Rozella’s malice, and reftored her to her.fond parents.
‘But as foon as.fhe had unloofed the girl from the tree,

-and unbound: ber hands, inftead of receiving thanks

for what fhe had done, the wicked Florimel burft into

a laugh, and fuddenly fnatching from the princels

- Hebe's fide her father’s picture, which the always wore
hanging in a ribband, ‘fhe ran away with it, as faft as .
fhe could, over the meadow., :

The princefs was fo aftonifhed at this firange piece
of ingratitude and treackery, and was fo alarmed for
fear of lofing what fhe knew her mother: fo highly
valued, that, bardly knowing what fhe was about, the
purfued Flarimel with all ber {peed ; begging and in-
treating her not to bereave her fo bafely and ungrate-
fully of that pi¢ture, which (he would not part with for
the world. Butall was to no purpofe; for Fhrimel
continued her flight, and the princefs her purfuir, till

_ they arrived at Brunetta’s caltle-gatey where the fairy
herfelf, appeared drefled and adorned in the melt be-
coming manner, and, with the moft bewitching fiile
that can come from dazzling beauty, invited the prin-
cefs toenter her caftle, (into which Florime! was.run to
hide herfeif), and promifed her, on that-condition, to.
make the idle girl reftore the picture.

It was now {0 late, that it was impo{lible for the
princefs to think of returning bome that night; and
the plealing addrefs of Brunetta, together with the

1
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hopes of having her picture reftored, foon prevailed
with her to accept of the fairy’s invitation, '

The caftle glittered with gaudy furnitare; fweet
muflic was heard in every room; the whole company,
who were all of the moft beautiful forms that conld be
conceived, ftrove who fhould be moft obliging to this
their new -gucft. They omitted nothing that coald
amufe and delight the fenfes. And the princefs Hebe
was {o_entranced with joy and rapture, that fhe had
not time for thought, or for the leaft ferious reflcction :
and the now began to think, that the had artained the
higheft happinefs upon earth. .

After they had kept her three days in this round
of pleafure and delight, they began "to pull. off the
mafk : nothing was heard but quarrels, jars, and gall.
ing {peeches « inftead of fweet mufic, the appartments
were filled with {creams and howling ;- for every. one
giving way to the moft outrageous paffions, they were
always doing each other fome malicious turn, and one
univerfal horror and confufion reigaed. .

The piincefs was hated by all, and was often afk-
ed, with infuldog {neers, Why the did not return to
her peaceful grove, and condefeending mother 2 But
ber mind -having been thus turned afide from what
was right counld not bear the thoughts of returning ;
and though, by her daily tears;, fhe thewed her re-
pentance, (hame prevented her retarn : but this again
was not the right {ort of fhamey for then the would
humbly have taken the punifhent due to her crime »
and it- was rathcr a ftobbora pride 5 which; as fhe
koew heifelf fo highly to. blame, would not give her
leave to {uffer the confufion of again confefhng her
faait; and il fhe could Lring herfelf to fuch a ftate of
mind, there was no remedy for her mifery.

Jult as Mifs Fenny thad read " thefe words, Mrs
Teackum rerecmbering. fome orcers neceffary to be
given dn fer family, Jett them; - but bid them go en,
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faying, the would return again in a quarter of an hour.
But fhe was no fooner gone from them, than our
little company, hearing the founds of trumpets and
kettle-drums, which feemed to be playing at {ome
~ little diftance from Mrs 7Zzachum’s houfe, {uddenly
~ ftarted from their feats, running dircétly to the ter-
race ; and, looking over the garden-wall, they faw
a troop of “foldiers riding by, with thefe inftruments
of mufic playing before them.

They were highly delighted with the gallant and
fplendid appearance of thefe foldiers, and watched
- them out of fight; and were then returning to the
arbour, where Mifs Fenny had been reading ; but
Mifs Nanny Spruce efpied fuch another troop coming
out of the lane from whence the firft had iffued, and
cried out, ¢O! here is anotber fine fight; let us ftay
¢ and fee thefe go by too.” ¢Indeed’ (faid Mis Dolly
Friendly) 1 am in fuch pain for the poor princefs Hebe,
¢ while fhe is in that fad caftle, that T had rather hear .
¢ how fhe efcaped (for that T hope fhe will) than fee
¢ all the {oldiers in the world ; and, befides, it is but
¢ feeing the fame thing we have juft looked at before.’
Here fome were for {taying, and others for going back;
but as Mifs Ddo/ly’s party was the f{trongeft, the few
were athamed to avow their inclinations; and they
were returning to their arbour when they met Mrs
Teachum, who informed them their dancing-mafter
was juﬁ arrived, and they muft attend bim; but in
the evening they might finith their ftory.

They were fo curious (and efpecially Mifs Dolly
Friendly) to know what was to become of the pria-
cefs, that they could have wifhed not to have been in-
terrapted ; but yet, without one word of anfwer, they
complied with what their governefs thought moft pro-
per; and in the evening, haftened to their arbour.
Mrs Teachum herfelf being prefent, Mifs Fenny went
on in the following manner,
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Va1ry, TALE continued,

v =
'I‘ HE queen, in the tmean time, fuffered for the.
lofs of her child more than words can exprefs,
till the good fairy Sybellz returned. The queen burft,
into tears at the fight of her; but the fairy immedj-.
ately cry’d out, ¢ You may {pare yourfelf, my royals
¢ gueft, the pain of relating what has bappened. I
‘ know it all; for that old man, whom. I took fuch.
pity on, wasa phantom raifed by Brunetta, to al-.
lure me hence, in order to have an opportunity, in,
my abfence, of feducing. the princefs from her duty.,
* She knew norhing but a probable ftory could im-
¢ pofe oo me; and therefore raifed that ftery of the
* mifery of the old man’s fon’ (Sfrom: motives which
Y00, often, indeed, caufe the mifery of mortals ) ; ¢as-
* Knowing I fhould think it my duty to do what I
counld to relieve fuch a wretch. 1 will not tell you
of all my journey, nor what [ bave gone through,
I know your mind is at prefeni too much fixed on,
- the princefs, to attend- to fuch a relation:. Il only
tell you what concerns yourfelf: When the phantom
* found, that. by no diftrefs he. could difturb my
mind, he {aid he was obliged to tell the troth
* what was the intention of my. being deluded from
- ¢ home, and-what had happened fioce ; and then va-
¢ nifthed away.’ - Here the fairy related to the quecn
every thing. that. had happened to the princefs, as
has already been written ; and concluded with faying,
that fhe wonld wander about the caftle-walls (for
Brunetta had no power over her); and it fle could
get a fight of the princefs, the would endeavour to.
bring her to a true fenfe of her fault, and then fhe
might again be reftored to happinefs.
‘The queen blefled the fairy for her goodnefs ; and -
it was not long before Sybella’s continual aflidunity got.
her a fight of the princefs; for (he often wandered a.
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little way towards that wood (he had once fo much

delighted in, but never could bring herfelf to enter
into it; the thought of fecing her injured mother

- made her ftart back, and run half wild into the fa-

tal .caflle. Rozella ufed frequently to throw herfelf
in her way: and on hearing her fighs, and feeing her
tears, would burft'into a {ncering laugh at her folly ;

to avoid which laugh, the poor princefs firft fuffered

‘herfelf to throw off all her principles of goodnefs and

obedience, and was now fallen into the very contempt

dhe fo much dreaded. ‘

“The firlt time the fairy got a fight of her, the tall-
«d © her with the moft frieadly voice ; but the prin-
«cefs, ftung to the foul with the fight of her, fled
away, “and did not venture out again .in feveral days,
‘The kind Sybella began almoft to defpair of regain-
ing her loft child ; but never failed walking round
the caftle many hours every day. And one evening,
juft before the fun fet, fhe heard within the gates a
loud tumultuous noife, bat more like riotous mirth,
than the voice either of rage or anger; and immedi-
ately fhe faw the princefs rufh out at the gate, and
abcut a dezen girls lavghing and fhouting, running
after her.  The poor princefs flew with all her fpeed,
till the came to a little arbour, juft by the fide of the
wood ; and lLier purfuers, as they intended only to~
teaze her, did not follow her very clofe ; but as foon
s they doft fight of her, returned all back again to '
the caftle. ,

Sybella went diretly into the arbour, where fhe
found the little trembler proftrate on the ground,
<rying and {obbing as if her heart was breaking. The
fairy feized her hand, and would not let her go, till
fhe had prevailed with her to retarn to Placid Grove,
to throw herfelf once more at her marher's feet, affy-
ring her, that nothing but this humble ftate of mind
would cure her mifery, and reftore her wonted peace.

- The queen was filled with the highelt joy to fee
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her child ; but reftrained herfelf fo much, that the
fhewed not the lealt fign of it, till the had feen her
for fome time proftrate at her feet, and had heard
her with tears properly confefs, and afk pardon for,
all her faults. She then raifed, and once more for-
gave her; but told her; that (he muft learn more hu-
mility, aad diftruft of herfelf, before fhe thould again
exp=¢t to be trufted. ¥

‘The princefs made no anfwer; but by a modeft
downcaft look expreffed great concern, and true re-
pentance; and, in a fhort time, recovered her former
peace of mind; and as fhe never afterwards difobey-
ed her indulgent mother, fhe daily increafed in wif-
dom and gooduefs.

After having lived on in the moft innocent and
peaceful manaer for three years, (the princefs being
juft turned of eighteen years old), the fairy told the
queen, that fhe would now tell her fome news of her
Kingdom, which fhe had heard in her journey:
namely, That her fifter<sinslaw was dead, and her
brother-in-law had made proclamation throughout the
Kingdom, of great rewards to any ome who fhould
produce the queen and the princefs Hebe, whom he
would immediately re-inflate in the throne.

The princels Hebe was by, when fhe related this
and faid fhe begged to lead a private life, and never
more to be expoied to the tempiation of entering in-
ta vice, for which the had already fo {everely fmarted,

The fairy told her, that, fince fhe doubted herlelf,
fhe was now fit to be trufted ; for, faid fhe, < I did not
¢ Jike your being o fure of refifting temptation, when
¢ firfk { conferred on you the giit of wifdom. But
¢ you will, my princefs, if you take the crown, have
¢ an opportunity of deing {o much good, that, if you
¢ continue vircuous: you will have perpetual pleafares s
¢ for power, if made a right ufe of, is indeed a very
¢ great dlefiing.’

«The princefs anfwered, That if'the queen, her mo-
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ther, thought it her duty to take the crown, the would
chearfully fubmit, tho’ a private life would be other-
wife her choice. ;

The queen replied, that fhe did not blame her for
chufing a private life ; but fhe thought fhe could not
innocently refufe the power that would give her fuch
opportunities of doing good, and making others happy;
fince, by that refufal, the power might fall into hands
that would make an ill ufe of it.

After this converfation they got into the fame car,

in which they travelled to the wood of Ardella ; ar-
- rived fafely at the city of Algorada; and the princefs
Hebe was feated, with univerfal confent, on her fas
ther’s throne ; where fhe and her people were recipros
cally happy, by her great wifdom and prudence : and
the queen-mother {pent the remainder of her days in
peace and joy, to {ee her beloved daughter prove a
~ blefling to {fuch numbers of human creatures; whilft
fhe herfeif enjoyed that only true content and happi-
nefs this world <can produce ; namely, 4. peaceful con-
Sfeience, and a quict mind. : 10 Y

.~ When Mifs Fenny had finithed her ftory, Mrs
Teachum left them for the prefent, that they might,
with the utmoft freedom, make their own obfervas
tions 5 for {he knew fhe thould be acquainred with all
‘their fentiments from Mifs Feany atterwards. :

The little hearts of all: the company were fwelled
‘With joy, in that the princefls Hebe was at laft made
happy; for-hope and fear had each by turns poffeffed
their bofoms for the fate of the little princefs; and
Mils Dolly Friendly {aid, that Rozella’s artful mannee
was .cnough ‘to have drawn ‘the wifeft girl into her
{nares ; and dhe did not fee ‘how it was poffiblé. for the
princefs Hebe to withftand it, efpecially when fhe cry’d
for fear of panting with her

Mifs Sukey Fennett {aid, that Rozella’s laughing at

L
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her, and ‘ufing her ‘with contempt, fhe thought was
mnfupportable ; for who could bear the contempt of a
friend ?

© Many and various weré the remarks  made by Mifs
Fenny’s hearers, on the ftory fhe had read ‘to them.
But now ‘they were fo confirmed ‘in goodnefs, and
every one was {o {ettled in her affeétion for her' comn-
panions, that, inftead of being angry at any oppofition
that was made to their judgments, every one {poke her
opinion with the utmoft mildaefs,

Mifs Fenny fat fome time filent to hear their con-
verfation on her fairy-tale. Bat her feeing them fo
much altered in their manner of talking to each other,
fince the time they had made their little remarks on
her ftory of the giants, filled her whole mind with
the moft fincere pleafure: and with a {mile peculiar
to herfelf, and which diffufed a chearfulnefs to all
around her, fhe told her companions the joy their
prefent behaviour had infpired her 'with ; but faying,
that it:was as late as their governefs chofe they fhould
ftay out, fhe rofe,and walked towards the houfe, whi-
ther fhe was chearfully followed by the whole company.

Mrs Teackum atter {upper, agaio, in a familiar man-
wer, talked to them on the fubject of the fairy-tale,
and encouraged them, as much as poflible, to anfiver
her freely in whatever fhe afked them ; and at laft,
faid, ‘ My good children, I am' very much pleafed
¢ when you are innocently amufed ; ‘and yet I would
have you confider {crioufly enough ‘on what you
read, to draw fuch morals:from your books, as may
influence your future practice: and as to fairy-tales
in general, remember, - that 'the fairies, as I told
Mifs  Fenny before of giants and magic, are intro-
duced by the writers of thofe tales, only by way
of amufement to the re“der '+ Forif the ftory is
well written, the common couife of things would pro:
duce the fame incidents, . without the help:of fairies.
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¢ As for example, in’ this of the prinacfs Hebe, you
fee' the queen her mother was not admitted to
know the fairy’s hiftory, tiil fhe could calm her
mind- enough to. hearken’ to reafon : which only
means, that while we give way to the raging of our
paflions, nothing ufetul can-ever fink into our minds,
For by the tairy Sybella’s. {tory you find, that by
our-own faults we may: turn the greateft advantages
into our own mifery, as Sybella’s mother did her

- beauty, by making ufe of the influence it gave her

over her hufband, to teaze him into the ruin of his
child:;. and as alfo Brunetta did, by depending on

- her father’s gift, to enable her to complete her de-
- fires;,. and therefore never endeavouring to conquer
' them.

¢ You may obferve alfo, on the other fide, that no

- accident had any power to hurt Sybella; becaunfe

{he followed the ‘paths of virtue, and kept her
mind free from reftlefs paffions.

‘ You {ee bappinefs in the good Sybella’s peace‘ul
grove, and mifery in the wicked Brunett’s gaudy
caftie. The queen-defiring the fairy to endow bher
child with true wifdom, was the caufe that the
princefs Hebe had it in her power to be happy.
But take notice, thatwhen fhe fwerved from her
duty, ‘all ber knowledge was of no ufe; but ooly
rendered her more Jmf—x un, by letting hgr {fee- her

L own fko n-the ftronger light. » Rozella firlt tempt-

ed-the princefs to di fo*)uhctlce by moving hei tens

- dernefs, and alarming her fncnnﬂup in fc'uuw to

part with her; and thcn by perfuading her to {tt up
her own waom in oppolition to her mother’s com-
mands, rather than be laughed at and de{plfud by
her friends.. You are th cu.foxe to obferve, that if
yoa would {teadily perlcvere in virtue, you muft

- have refolution enongh to ftand the fne -ers of thofe

who. would allure you to, vice'; for it is the conftant

L
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¢ praltice of the vicious, to endeavour to allure others
¢ to follow their example, by the affefted contempt
¢ and ridicule of virtue. :

“ By the princels Hebe's being drawn at laft beyond
¢ the prefcribed bounds, by the cries and intreaties of
¢ that infidious girl, you are to learn, that whatever
¢ appearance of virtue any aftion may be attended
¢ with ;- yet, if it makes you go contrary to'the com-
¢ mands of thofe who know better what is for your
¢ good than you do yourfelves, and who can fee far-
¢ ther into the confequences of actions than can your
¢ tender years, it will certainly lead you into error
¢ and misfortune : and you find; as foon as the prin--
« cefs had once o'er-leaped the bounds, another plau-
¢ fible excufe arofe to carry her on; and, by a falfe
¢ fear of incurring her mother’s difpleafure, fhe really
¢ deferved that difpleafure, and was foon feduced in-
¢-to the power of her enemy

‘ The princefs, you fee, could have no happinefs
s till he returned again to- her obedience, and Hhad
¢ confefled her fault: And though in this firoy all
¢ this is brought about by fairies; yet the moral of
¢ it is, That whenever we give way to our paffions,
¢ and act contrary to our duty, we muft be mi-
¢ ferable.

¢ But let us once more obferve to you, that thefe
¢ fairies are intended’ only to amufe.you ; for remem-
¢ ber that the mifery which attended the princefs
¢ Hebe, on her difobedience, was the natural confe~
¢ quence of that difobedience ; as well as the natu-
¢ ral confequence of amendment; and return to her
* duty, was content and happinefs for the reft of her

¢ life.”

" Here good Mrs Teackum ceafed ; and Mifs Fenny,
in name of the company thanked her for her kind
inftraétions, and promifed that they would endeavour,
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to the utmoft of their power, to imprint them on
their memory for the reft of their lives.

R ¥ S i O G

The Seventh Davy,
T HIS morning our little fociety rofe very early,

and were all dreffed with neatnefs and elegance,
in order to go to church. Mrs Teachum put Mifs Pol-
&y Suckling before her, and the reft followed, two and
two, with-perfett regularity.

Mrs Teachum exprefled great approbation, that her
fcholars, at this folemn place, fhewed no fort of child-
ithnefs, notwithftanding their tender age; but beha-
ved with decency and devotion, fuitable to the oc-
. calion,

They went again in the fame order, and behaved
again in the fame manner, in the afternoon ;5 and when .
they returned from church, two young ladies, lady
Carcline and lady Fanny Defun, who had formerly
known Mifs Fenny Peace, and who were at prefent in
that neighbourhood, with their uncle, came to. make
her a vifit.

Lady Caroline was fourteen- years of age, tall and
genteel in her perfon, of a fair compléxion, and a re- .
- gular fet of features; {o that, upon the whele, fhe

was generally complimented with being very hand-
fome. -

Lady Fanny, who was one year younger than her
fifter, was racher little of her age, of a brown com-
plexion, her features irregular; and, in fhorr, the had :
mot the leaft real pretenfion to beauty,

L 3
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"It 'was butlately that theirfather was, by the death
‘of his eldeft brother, become Earl of Delun ; {o thaw
their titles were new, and they had not been long
ufed to, Your lady/bip. ] &

Mifs Fenny Peace received them as her old acquaint-
ance: however, fhe paid them the deference due to
their quality, and, at the {fame time, took care not to
behave as if fhe imagined they thought of nothing
elfe. :

As it was her chief delight to. eommunicate her
pleafures to others, fhe introduced her new-made
tiends to-her old acquaintance, and expected to-have
{pent a very agrecable afternoon.. But to defcribe the
behaviour of thefe twa young ladies, is very difhicult,
Lady Carsline, who was dreffed:in a- pink robe, em-
broidered thick with gold, and adorned with very
fide jewels, and- the fineft: Mechlin lace; addrefed moft
of her difcoarfe to her fitter, that the might have tha
pleafure “every minute of uttering: your lady/bip, in
order to {lew. what (he herfelf expected. Andas fhe
{poke, her fingers were in perpetual motion, eithes
adjufting her tucker, placing the plaits of - her robe,
or fiddling with a diamond crefs, that hung down on
her bofom; her eyes accompanying ber fingers as they
moved, and then. again fuddenly {natched off, that
the might not be obferved to think of her own drefs;,
yet was it plain, that her thoaghts were employed on-
ly on that and her titles. Mifs Feany Peace,although -
{he would: have made it her choice always to be in
fach company as did. not deferve ridicule, yet had
fhe humour enough to treat affe@ation as it deferved.
And {he addrefied herfelf to. lady Caroline, with-{o
many ladyfhips, and fuch praifes of her fine cloaths,
as (he hoped would: have'made her ahamed ; but la-
-dy Carokine was too full of her own vanity to fce
her defign, and only expofed herfelf ten times the
more, till (he really got the better of Mifs Fenny, who
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bluthed for her, {ince the was 1ncapable of bluthing fog
herfelf. .

Lady Fanny's drefs was plai¥ and neat only, ner
. did' fhe mention aany thing about it ; and it was ve-
ry vifible her thoughts were otherwile employzd ;
neither did fhe {feem to.take any delight in the words,
your z;zdy]bip but fhe tofled and threw, her perfon
- about into fo many ridiculous peftures, and, as therg
happened unfortunmately to be no looking: lafa in the.
room where they fat; fhe turned and _rolled her eyes
fo many different ways, in. endeavouring to view. as
much of: herfelf as poflible, that it was very pliin to
the whole company fhe thought herfelf ‘a beauty, and.
admired. herfelf for being fos,

Our little fociery, whofe hearts were {0 open to e'zc'a
other, that they had not a thought they endeavoured

“tp conceal; were fo filled; with contempt at.lady Caros
fine and lady Fanny’s behaviour, and yet fo ftrictly
_obliged, by good: manners, not to fhew that contempt;
that the referve they were forced to put on, laid them
under fo. great a reftraiat, that they knew not which
way to. tarn themfelves, or'how. to utter one word ;
and great was their joy when. lady Garoling, as th,
eldeft, led the way, and, with a fwi,mming, curtefly,
her head turned, half rcund. on one fhoulder, and a
difdainful eye; took her.leave, repeating two or, three
times the word AMifles ;  to pat R il fhe
was a lady. She was followed by her filter lady
Fanny, who made a flow diftinct curtefy to- every
one in the room; that fhe might be the longer uader
eblervation :- and then, taking Mifs Fenny by the hand,
faid, ¢ Indeed, Mifs, you.are very pretty;’ in order to
put them.in.mind of her own beauty,

Our little fociety, asfoon as they were releafed, re;
tired to. their arbour, whege, for fome time, they could
tallc of nothing but this vifit. Mifs _7e)z'1y Peace re-
marked how many thapes vanity would tarn itfelf in-
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to; and defired them to obferve, how ridiculoufly la- .
dy Caroline Delun turned her whole thoughts on- her .
drefs, and condition of life; and how abfurd it was
ia lady Fanny, who was a very plain girl, to fet up .
for a beauty, and to behave in a manner which would :
render her contemptible, even though-fhe had that -
beauty her own vanity made her  imagine herfelf pof--
feffed of. '

Mifs Nanny Spruce faid, ¢ She was greatly rejoiced -
¢ that the had feen her folly ; for fhe could very well .
‘ remember - when fhe had the {ame vanity of drefs,
« and fuperiority of ftation with lady Caroline, though .
* 4he bad pot, indeed, a title to fupport it; and in
¢ what manner’ (fhe faid) ‘fhe would tell them in the
* ftory of her life.”

DEscrIPTION of Mifs Nanny Spruce.

. A 1SS Nanny Spruce was juft nine years old, and

- was the very reverfe of Patty Lockit, in all
things ; for the had little limbs, litile features, and

fuch a compatnefs in. ber form; that the was often

called the Little Fairy. She had the misfortune to be
Jame in one of her hips; but by good management,
and a briftknefs and alacrity 1o carrying herfelf, it was
a very fmall blemith to her, and looked more like ag
idle childifh gait; than any real defe..

The Lire of Mys Nanny Spruce.

- A Y delight, faid Mifs Nanny Spryce, ever fince

I can remember, has been in drefs and finery :

for whenever I did as I was bid, 1 was promifed fine.
coats, riobands, and laced caps;  and when I was
frubborn and naughty, then.my fine things were all
to-be locked -up, and T was to wear only an old ftuff
ccat: fo that I thought the only reward I could have,
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~ was to be drefled fine ; and the only punithment was,
to be plainly dreffed. By this means, 1 delighted fo
much in fine cloaths, that I never thought of any
thing but when 1 thould have fomething new to adorn
myfelf in ; and I have fat whole days confidering what
thould be my next new coat; for I had always my
choice given me of the colour.
-~ 'We lived in a country parith, my papa being the
only gentleman, {o that all the little girls in the parifh
ufed to take it as a great honour to play with me. And
I ufed to delight to fhew them my fine things, and to
fee that they could not come at any but very plain
coats.” However, as they did not pretend to have any
thing equal with me, I was kind enough to them.
As to thole girls whofe parents were {o very poor
thar they went in rags, I did not {fuffer them to come
pear me.

Whillt [ was at home, I {pent my time very plea.
{antly, and no one pretended to be my equal : but as
foon as I came to fchool, where other miffes were as
fine as my felf; and fome finer. | grew very miferable.
Every new cuat, every filver ribband that any of my
{choolfellows wore, made me unhappy. Your f{carlet
damafk, Mifs Betty Ford, coft me a week’s pain; and
I lay awake, and fighed and wept ail night, becaule I
did not’dare to {puxl it,  I"had feveral plots n my
Lead to have dirted it, or cutit, {oas to have made
it unfit to wear ; but by fome accident my plots were
prevented, and then T was fo uneafy, 1 could not tell
what to do with myfelf; and was fo afraid left any bo-
dy fhould {ufpet me of {uch a thiag, that [ could not
fleep in peace f01 fear I thould dream of it, and in my
fleep dilcover it to my bediellow, I would not go
through the fame dreads and terrors again for the
world. But I am very happy now, .in having no
thoughts but what my companions may koow ; for
{ince that quarrel, and Mifs Fenny Peace was {o good
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as to thew me' what I'm fure [ never thought of be-
fore, that is, that the road to bappinefs is by conquer-
ing fuch foolith vanities, and the only way to be plea-
{ed’ is to endeavour ‘to pleafe others, T have never:
knowa what it was to beuneafy. .
As {oon as Mifs Nanpy bad finithed {peaking; Milg.
Betty Ford faid, that {he heartily forgave her all her |
former defigns upon her fearlet coat : ‘but, added the,,
Lady Fanny Delun put me po lefs in mind of my for-
mer life than Lady Caroline did you of yours ; and if:
Mifs Fenny pleafes, I will now relate it, bt ]

The DESCRIPTION of Mifi Betty Ford.
M [ 8'S: Betty Ford was of the fame age with' Mifg

Nanny Spruce, and: much of the fame heighy,
and might be called the plaineft girl in the fchool ; for
fhe bad nothing pleafing either in bher perfon or face,
except an exceeding fair {kin, and tolerablé good black
eyes ; but her face was ill-fhaped and broad, her hair.
veryred, and all the fummer the was generally very
full of frackles; and (he had alfo'a finall hefitation in
her {peech. ' But without preamble, fhe began her life
as follows . SEIIN

The L1rE of Mifs Betty Ford:

Y life, faid Mifs Bet?y Ford, bas bitherto pafled
]\/E very like that'of Mifs. Nanny Spruce, only with
this diffcrence, that as all ‘her thovghits were fixed on
fincry, my head ran on nothing but beauty. I had an
elder fifter. who was, T muft' own, 2 great deal hand-
fomer than T: and yet, in my own mind; at that time,
1 .did not think fo, though ‘T was always told: it was
not for e to pretend to the fame things ‘with . pretty
Mifs Kirty (which was the name of 'my filter) : and
in all refpects fhe was taken {o-much maore notice of
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than I'was, that I perfectly hated her, and could not
help wifhing, that, by fome accident, her beauty might
be fpoiled.  Whenever any vifitors came to the hcufe,
their praifes of her gave me the greateft vexation ; and
as [ bad made myfelf believe [ was a very great beau-
1y, I thought thatiit was prejudice and ili-nature in all
around me, not to view me in that light. My filter
Kitty was very good-natured, and though fhe was
thus cried up for her beauty, and more indulged on
that account; yet fhe never infulted me, but did all in
her power to oblige me. But I could not love her,
and {ometimes would raile lyes againft her; which did
not {ignify, for fhe could always juftify herfelf. I could
not give any reaflon ‘for hating her, but her beauty ;
for fhe was very good; but the better the was, I
thought the worfe I appeared. [ could not ' bear
her praifes, without teazing and vexing myfelf, = At
laft, little Kitty died of a fever, to my great joy;
though, as every body cried for her, I cried too for
company;  and becaufe [ would not be.thought ill-na-
tured: . '

After Kirty’s death, I lived rolerably eafy, till I came
to fchool. ' Then the fame defire of beuuty returned,
and I hated all the miflcs who were handfomer than
myfelf, as much as | had before hated my fifter; and
always took every opportunity of quarrelling with
them, till I found my own peace was concerned in
getting the better of this difpofition ; and that if [
would have any content, I muft not repive at'my not
being fo handfome as others.

When Mifs Betty Ford ceafed, Mifs Fermy faid, ¢In-
¢ deed, my dear, itis well you had not at that time
¢ the power of the eagle ‘in the fable; - for your prot
¢ fifter! might then, like the peacock, ~have faid'in a
- $ofoft woice ! #¢ You are. indeed, a'uredt beatity;  but
“¢ 1t lyesin your beak and your talons, whichmake it
¢ death to'me, to difpute it,”
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Mifs Betty Ford rejoiced that her power did not
extend to enable her to do mikhief, before fthe had
feen her folly. And now this little fociety, in good
humour and chearfulnefs, attended their kind gover-
nefs’s {fummons to fupper ; and then, after the evening
prayers, they retired to their peaceful flumbers,

K S M
M O N D A Y.
The Eghth Da Y.

ARLY in the morning, after the public prayers,

which Mrs Zeachum read every day, our little

company took a walk:in the garden, whllﬁ the break-
faft was preparing.

The fine weather, the profpe& round them, all con-
{pired to encreafe their pleafure. They looked at one
another with delight ; their minds were innocent and
{atisfied ; and therefore every outward Objt& was plea~
fing in theit fight.

Mifs Fenny Peace {aid, fhe was fure they were hape
pier than any other fociety of children whatever, ex-
cept where the fame harmony and love were preferved,
~.as were kept up in their minds : “ For (continued fhe)
;, .I»think now, my dear companions, I.canan{wer for

¢ youall, that no mifchievous, no malicious plots,
¢ difturb the tr anquillity of your thoughts: plots,
¢ :which in the end conftautly fall on the heads of thofe
¢ whoinvent them, after all the pains they coft them
¢ in forming, and endeavouring to exccute.’

Whillt Mifs Fenny Peace was talking, Mifs Dolly
Friendly lcoked at ber very earneftly.’ She wonld net
intersupt her; but the moment $he was filent, Mifs
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Dolly faid, * My dear Mifs Fenny, what'is the matter
‘ with you? Your eyes aré fwelled, and you look as
¢ if you had been crying. ' If you have any grief that
¢ you keep to yourfelf; you rob us of the fhare we
¢ have a right to demand in all that belongs to you.
' No, -indeed (anfweéred Mifs' Zenny, ) T have no-
thing that grieves me; though, “if. I had, T fhould
think it increafed, rather than léfRned, by your be:
ing grieved tao:” but laft' night, after’ I went up
ftairs, I found among my books the play of ‘the Fu-
neral, or Grief A-lasmode ; where the faithful and
-tender behaviour of a good old fervant, who had
long lived in his lord’s family, with many other paf-
fagesiin the play (which I cannot explain, unlefs you
‘knew the whole ftory)' made me cry, fo that I could
hardly ftop my tears.’ B, o syt
-« Pray, Mifs Fenny, let us hear this play, that had
“ fuch an effeét on you,’ was the general requeft; and
Mifs Fenny readily promifed, when they met ‘in their
-arboar, to read it to them.

They eagerly ran to their arbour as foon as fehool
was-over :- and Mifs 7enny performed her promife, and
was greatly. pleafed to find f{uch 'a fympathy between
her companions and herfelf; for they were moft of
them affeted juft in the fame mananer, ‘and with the
fame parts of the play which had before affe@ed her,

By the time they had wiped their eyes, and were
rejoicing at the tarn ‘at the end of ' the p'ay, in favour
of the characters with ‘which they were moft pleafed,.
Mrs Teachum entered the arbour; and ‘inquired what
they had been reading. “Mifs Jenny immcdiately told
her':i adding,” = | hope, Madam, you will not think
© reading a-play, an improper imulement for us; for I
¢ fhould be very forry tobe gailty myfelf, or caufe my
¢ ‘companians to be guilty, of ‘any thing: that would
¢ meet with your difapprobation.’  Mrs Téazhum an-
fwered, that fhe was not at all difpleafed with her he-

M
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viog read a play, as fhe faw by ker fear of offending
that her difcretion was to be trufted to. “ Nay (con-
* tinued this good woman) I like that you fhould
* know fomcthing of all kinds of writings, where mnei-
¢ ther morals nor mannners are offended ; tor if you
* read plays, and confider them as you ought, you will
* neglect and defpife what is light and ufelefs, whilft
¢ you'll imprint on yoor minds every ufefulleffon that
¢ is to.be drawn from them. I am very well acquaint-
‘ ed with the play you have been reading- but, that I
“ may {ee whether you gave the proper attention‘to what
¢ you have heard, I defire, my little girls, that onc of
¢ you will give me an accountof the chief incidents in
¢ the play, and tell me the ftory, juft as you would do
¢ to one of your .companions that had happened to
¢ have been abfent.” '

Here they all looked upon Mifs Fenny Peace, “as
thinking her the moft capable of doing what their go-
vernefs_required. But Mrs Zeachum, reading their
thoughts in their looks, faid, ¢ I exclude Mifs Fenny in
¢ this cafe ; for, as the play was of her own chufing, 1
¢ doubtnot but fhe is thoroughly enough acquainted
¢ with.every part of it; and my defign was, to try the
¢ memory.and attenticn of fome of the others.”

T bey all remadined filent, and feemed to wait for a
srore particular command, before any one would offer
at the underraking ; not thiovph any backwardnefs to
comply with Mis Zeackiom’s requeft, but each from a
diffidence of berfelf to pertorm it ,

Mifs: 7enny Peace then faid, that fhe had obferved a
great attention in them all; and fhe did not doubt bue
every one was able to give a very good account of what
they had heard: ‘butas Mifs Sukey Fennett is the
¢ eldeft, I believe, Madam. (continued fhe), if you ap-
¢ prove it, they will all be very ready to depute her as
¢ their {peaker ’ ' ~

Each fmiled at being fo relieved by Mifs: Fenny s and:
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Mrs Tcachum, taking Mifs Sukey Fennett by the hand,
faid, ¢ Come, my dear, throw off all fear and referve ;
¢ imagine'me one of your companions, and tell me the
¢ ftory of the play you have 'bzen reading.’
Mifs Sukey, thus encoaraged by her kind governefs,
without any hefitation fpoke in the following manner
¢ If [ underftand your commands, Madam;, by tell-
¢ ing the ftory of the play, you:would not have me tell
¢ you the aéts and {cenes as they followed one another;
¢ for that I am afraid I can-hardly'remember, as [ have
heard it only once; but I maft defcribe the chief
people in the play, and ‘the plots and contrivances
that are carried oo amongft them.” :
Mrs Teachwn nodded her head, and Mifs Sukey thus
proceeded =
¢ There isan old lord Brumpton, who. had married
a young wife, that had' lived with him fome years,
and by her deceitful and cunning ways had prevailed
with: him to.difieherit hiscanly fon lord Hardy, (who
" was a very lenfible good young man), and to leave
him. but a thilling. And' this lord Brumpton was
“tak nio afit. {o that all the houfe thought he was
dead:; and his lady fent for an undertaker, one Mr
© Sable, to:bury him. Bat coming out of his fit, when
nobody. but this M Sabl, and an old fervaat, called
Trufly, were by, he was prevailed upon by the good
old Trufy to feign himfelf ftill dead, (and the under-
taker promifes.fecrecy), in orderto deteét the wick-
ednefs of his wife, -which old Zrufy aflures him is
< very. great; and then he ‘carries his lord where he
overhears a difcourle between the widow (as fhe
thinks herfelf) and her maid Tattleaid ; and he hears
- bis once beloved wife rejoicing in his fuppofed death,
and in the {uccefs of her'own arts to deceive him.
Then there are two young ladies, Lady Charktte and
lady Harriot Lovely, to whom this lord Brumpton
was guardian; and he had left them alfo in the care
M2 ViR
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of this wicked woman. And this young lord Hardy
was in love with lady Charlotte ; and Mr Camply, a
very lively young gentleman, his friend, was in love
with lady Harziot ; and lady Brumpton locked the

¢ two young ladies up, -and would not lét them. be:
feen by: their' lovers.: But there atlaft they contriz

ved; by the help of old.Zrufy, who had- theit real

- guardiar’s eonfent for:it, both to getaway; and lady
" Harriot martied Mr Gamply direétly ; but lady Char-
-~ lotte did -not get awayfo foon,  and- fo was not mar-

ried-tll theend of theplay.  This Mr Camplywasia ve

.ty generovs man, and was newly come to a large for<

tune; and in the beginning of the play he contrives, in
a very genteel manner, to give hisfriend lord Hardy,
who very much wanted it, three hundred poundssy

- but he takes care to let us know, that my lord had
- formerly, when he wanted his afliftance, been very

kind to him. - ‘And there at laft, when lady Brump+

‘ton finds out that the two young ladies are gone, fhe
€.gocs away in a rage to lord Hardy’s lodgings; and
¢ in an infulting manner the pays all due legacies, 'as

the calls it; thatis, fhe gives lord Hardy the fhil:
ling, which, by her wicked arts, was all his father

¢ bad left him ; and fhe was infulting the ‘young la-
¢ dies, and glorying in her wickednefs, ‘when <honeft
¢ old Tryfly came in, and brought'in old lordBrump-
‘ton,. whom they imagined to'be dead; and all but

lady- Brumpton were greatly. overjoyed ‘to: fee him
alive; but when he taxed herrwith her falfehood; fhe
defied him; and faid that fhe had got a deed of gift
under his hand, which he could not revoke, and fhe
would enjoy his fortune in {pite of him : upon which
they alldooked fadly vexed,; till the good old Trufy
went out and“came in again, and brought in'a man
called Cabinet; who contfeffed himfelf the hu{band to
the pretended lady Brumpion ; and that be was mar=

< ried to her half a'year'before fhe was marricd to my
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lord Brumpton; but as'my lord happened to fall in
¢ love with her, they agreed to keep their marriage
¢ concealed, in order that fhe fhould marry my lord,
¢ and cheat him-in the manner (he had done; and the
« reafon that Gabinet -came to confe(s all this was,
¢ that he looked into a clofet, and faw my lord wri-
“ ting, after he thought he was dead;’ and, taking it
¢ for his gholt, was by that means frightened into
¢ this confeffion, which he firt made in writing-to.old
¢ Trujfty, and therefore could not now deny it. They
< were. all rejoiced at this difcovery, except the late
¢ pretended lady Brumpton; who fneaked away with
¢ Gabinet her-hulband ; and my lord Brumpton em-
. braced his fon, and gave his ‘confent that he {hould
¢ marry lady Gharlotte ; and they were all plealed and

¢ happy.’

Here Mifs Sukey ceafed, and Mrs Teachun told her,
She was a very. good gitl, and had, remembered a great
deal of the play. ¢ But (faid (he) io time; with unfing
¢ yourfelf to- this way of repeating what you have
¢ read, you will come to-a better manner, and a more
¢ regular method, of telling your {tory, which you
¢ was now fo intent upeon finithing; that you forgot to
« defcribe what fort of women thefe two young ladies
¢ were 3 though, as to all therelty you have been pas-
Saticulapienogghsic ool Hns lubdaob
* i< Indeed, - Madam. (faid Mifs Sukey) -I1had forgot
« that; butlady Chariotte was agvery fenfible, grave
« young lady, and lady.Harrist was extremely gatv. and
¢ coquettifh ; but Mr Gamply. tells her how mach it
¢ milbecomes her to'be {0; and fhe having good fenle,
« as well as good nature, is convinted of her folly, and
¢ likes him fo well for, hisireproof, that the conlents w
* marry him. 3 Hii"

Mrs Teachum, addrefling herfelf: to-them all,. rold
them, that this was a method the swilbed they woukd

: M 3



138 Tie GOoVERNESS; o, - 8th Day.

take with whatever they read; for nothing fo ftrongly
imprinted any thing on the memory as fuch a repeti-
tion : and then, turning to Mifs Fenny Peace, the faid,
“ And now, Mifs Fenny, I defire you will fpeak freely
* what you think is the chief moral to be drawn from
* the play jou' have jult read.’ s
Mifs Fenny, being thus fuddenly afked a:queftion of
this nature, confidered fome time before fhe gave an.
anfwer; for fhe was naturally very diffident of her
own opinion in any thing where the had not before-
been inftructed by fome one fhe thought wifer than
herfelf, At laft, with a modeft look, and an humble
voice; fhe faid, ¢ Since, Madam, you have commanded
* me to fpeak my fentiments freely, I think, by what
¢ happened to each charaer in this play, the author
intended to prove what my good mamma firft taught
* me, and what you, Madam, fince, have fo ftrongly-
* confirmed me in; namely, that folly, wickednefs,
* and mifery, all three, as conftantly dwell together, as
¢ wildom, virtue, and happinefs do.’ ‘
- ¢ "Tis very trae, (anlwered Mrs Teachum); but this
moral does eot arife only from the happy turn in the
¢ conclufion of the play, in favour of the virtuous cha-
- ¢ rallers, but is firongly inculcated, as you fee all
¢ along, in the peace of mind that attends the virtd-
¢ 'aus, even in the midft of oppreffion and diftrefs, while
¢ theeventis yet doubtful, and feemingly againft them;
¢ and, on the contrary, in the confufion of mind which
¢ the vicious arc tormented with, even whiift they
fallly imagine themfelves triumphant.’
Mrs Teachum then taking the book out of Mifs Fon-
11y's hands, and turning to the paffage, faid, * How does
¢ lady Brumpton (hew us the wretched condition of
¢ her own wind, when (he fays, ‘
— “ How mifcrable ’tis to have one one hates al-
é svays about one! And when one can’t endure one’s
¢ own refleCtions npon {fome actions, who caa bear the
“ thoughts of another upon them 2"

e,
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¢ Fhen with what perturbation of mind does fhe
¢ proceed to wifh it was in her power to increafe her
¢ wickednefs, without making ufe enough of her un-
¢ derftanding, to fee that by that means the would but:
¢ increafle her own mifery ! ‘
¢ On the other hand, what a noble figure does lord!
- Hardy make, when, by this wicked woman’s contri-
vances, be thinks himfelf difinherited of his whole
fortune, ill treated and negleéted by a father he ne-
* ver had in thought offended ! he could give an op-
- ¢ portunity to a fincere friend, who would not flatter.
* him, to fay, \

‘“ No; you'are, my lord, the extraordinary man;
* who, on the lofs of an almoft princely fortune, can.
* be mafter of a temper that makes you the envy, ra-
ther than pity, of your more fortunate, not more
*¢ happy friends.”

¢ Thisis a fine diftinCtion between fortunate and’
‘ happy ; and intimates that happinefs muft dwell in
‘ the mind, and depends upon no outward accidents.

¢ Fortune, indeed, isa blefling, if properly uled ;
¢ which Camply thews, when by that means he can afift
¢ and relieve his worthy friend.

* With what advantage does lady Charlizte appear
* over her fifter, whea the latter is trifling and dance-
¢ ing before the glafs, and the former fays,

“ — If Iam at firlt fo filly as to be a little taken
¢« with myfelf, I know it is a fault, and take paios to
¥ correltliml :

¢ And onlady Harric's faying, very giddily, that i
¢ was too foon for her to think at that rate, lady GChar-
¢ lotte properly adds,

¢ They that think it too foon to underftand them-
¢« {felves, will very {foon find it too late.”
¢ In how ridiculous a light does lady Harriot ap-
pear, while fhe is difplaying all that foolith coque-
try ! and how diffcrent a figure does the mzke, whea
{he has got the better of it !

'@« n &
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¢ My lady Brumpton, when alarmed with the leaft
norfe, breaks out into all the convulfive ftarts natus
~ral to confcious guilt. }
“ Ha! what noife is that—that noile of fighting ?
—run, I fay—whither are you going ?—~what, are
you mad ?—will you leave ‘me. alone ?—can’t you
ftir ?—what, you can’t-take your meflage with-you !
—whatever ’tis, I {uppofe you are not in the plot;
not you—nor that now they’re breaking open my -
houfe for (Charktte, not you—go fee what’s the
matter, I fay; I'have nobody: I can truft—one mi: -
nute I think this wench honeft, and the next falfe

~whither fhall“l-turn. me 2 o

¢ Thisiis a: piture of :'the confufed the mxferab}e;
mind of a'clofe, malicious, cruel, defigning woman;

~as'lady Brumpton was, and as lady Harriot. very pro
* perly calls her..

¢ Honefty and faithfulnefs thine: forth in-all their

“luftre, in: the: good old Trufy. We follow him

throughout with anxious wifhes for his {uccefs, and.
tears of joy.for his tendernefs. - And when he finds.

‘that he is likely to come at the whole truth, and to.

fave his lord from being deceived and betrayed into.

~unjuftly raining his noble fon, you may remember:
- that he makes this pious reflettion :

¢ Al that is ours,.as to be juftly bent ;i
“ And Heav'n i z't; own time will bibfs th' event.”

¢ This is the nataral thought ‘that proceeds from:

-innocence and goodnefls; and furely this flate of

mind is happinefs.

¢ I have only ponlted out a few paﬂ’mes to fhew
you. that though itiis the nature of comedy to end
happily.’ anditherefore the good characters muft be
fucgefsful i the laftzact; yet the moral lyes deeper,
ahd i5 to be deduced from a proof throughour this
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play, that the natural confequence of vice is mifery
" within, even in the midft of a feeming trinmph’;

* and ‘the natural confequence of ‘goodnefs is a calm
peace of mind, even in the mxdﬁ' of oppreﬂion and
o diftrefs. :

o8 T have endeavonred my lm’le dears, to fhew you,
as clearly as I can, not only what moral is to be
drawn from this play, 'bur what is to be: fought for
in all others; and where that moral is pot to be
found, the writer will have this to anfwer for,  that
he has been guilty of one of the worft of evils; name-
ly, That he has cloathed vice in fo beauntiful a drefs,
-that, inftead of deterring, it will allore and draw into
its Tares the young and tender mind. And 1 am
forry to fay, that too many of -our dramatic perfor-
mances are of this latter caft; which is the reafon
. that wife and- prudent parents and governors in gene-
ral difcourage in very young people the reading of
plays. - And thoagh by what [ have faid (if it:makes
-a proper lmpreﬁion) I doubt not but you will all have
a juft abhorrence of | {uch immoral plays. inftead of
being pleafed with them, thould they fall in'your
way:; yet [ would advife you rather to avoid them,
and pever to read any but {uch asare approved of;
-and recommended. to you, by. thofe who have thc\
‘c:ue of your: educat,on " ¢ 2y
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v Here good Mrs ‘feac/mm ce'af'ed antlsdef her httle
{cholars to réfle€t on what fhe had been faying; when -
Mifs Fenny Peace declared, for her part, that (he could
feel the truth of ‘her governefs’s obfervations; for fhe
had rather be the innocent lord Hardy, thoug,h flie
'was to have but that one fhiliing in the world.» which
was fo infolently offered him as his ‘father’s fafk Jegas
cy, than be the lady Brumpton, even though' fhe had
poffeffed the fortune fhe fo tre'tcherouﬂy cndeavoured,
to obtain.
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+ ¢ Nay {faid Mifs Dolly Friendly). 1 had rather have
¢ been old 7rufy, with all the infirmities.of age, fol-
¢ lowing my lord Hardy through the world, had his
“ poverty and diftrels beén ever fo great, than have-
¢ been the malicious lady Brumpton, in the height of:
¢ her beauty, furrounded by a croud of lovers. and:

¢ flatterers.’

Mifs Henny Frett then declared, how glad fhe was,
that (he had now no malice in. her mind ; though fhe
could not always have faid fo, as fhe would inform.
them in the hiftory of her paft life. 5@l il

The DEsCRIPTION of Mifi Henny Frett,

[SS Henny Frett was turned of nine years ‘old,
M She was very prettily: made, and remarkably
genteel.  All her features were regulir-  She was not
very fair, and looked pale: ‘Her upper lipfeerned ra-
ther thorter than.it fhould.be; for/it w.is draws upin
fuch a manncr, a5 to thew ber upper tecth'; and though
this was in fome degree natural, yet it thad been very
much encrealed by her heing centinnally difturbed at:
every. trifiing: accident that offendcd her,. of at cvery.
contradi¢tion that was offired to her: When your came:
to examine her face, the had pot one feature but-what
was pretty ; yet, from that. conftant’ uneafinefs which
appearcd.in her countepance, it gave you {o little plea-
fure to.look at'her, that the feldom had commbon juftice
done her, bur had generally hitherto paflcd fora little
infignificant plain girl, though her very: face was fo al-.
tered: fince the was grown good-natured; and had ‘got.
the better:of that foolifh fretfulnels Mhe ufed ro be pofs
fefled of, that fherappeared from Her good’ humoured
{miles quite a different perfon; and, witha mild afpect,
fac thusbegan her flory: : !
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The’LirE of Mifs Henny Frett.

¥ Had one brother, faid Mifs Henny, as well as Mifs
L 7enny Peace; ‘but my manner of living with him
was  quite the reverfe to that inwhich fhe lived with
her brother.. All my praife or blame was to arife from
.my being better or worfe than my ‘brother. If I was
: gmlty of any fanlt, it was immediately faid, ¢ Oh! fy,
*. Mifs! malter George (that was imy brother’s name)

* would not be guiity ef fuch a thing for the world.’
1f he wasicarried abroad, and I ftaid at home. then [
was bemoaned over, that poor Mifs Henny was left at
home, and her ‘brother carried abroad., And then I
was 16ld, that I fthould go abroad one of thefe days,
.and my brother be left at ‘home; fo that whenever I
went abroad, my greateft joy was, that he was left at
home; and T was pleafed to fee’him come out to the
.coach door with a melancholy air, that he could not
go too. If my brother happened to have any fruit
given him, and was inla peevifh humour, and would
not give me'as much as Lidefired, the fervant that at-'
tended me was {ure to bid me take care, when | had
any thing he wanted, not to give him any. . So that I
thought, if I did not endeavour to be revenged of him,’
1 fhould fhew a want of {pirit; which was of all things’
what [ dreaded moft. I hadia better memory than my
brother, and whenever I {earnt any thiog, my comfort
was to langh at him, becaufe he could not learn fo taft;’
by which means I got a good deal of learning, but ne-
ver minded what [ learnt, nor took any pains to keep!
it; {o that what { was eager to learty one day, to thew!
George how much I knew more than he, i forgot the
next. And fo | went on learaing, and forgetting as faft
as I learnt s -and all the pains I took, ferved only to
thew that | could learn. :
I'was fo great a favourite, that T was never denied
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any thing Tafked for ; but I was very unhappy, for the
{ame reafon that-Mifs Delly Friendly’s fifter was fo; and
I have often fat down, and cried, becaufe I did not
know what I would have, tll at laft 1 own | grew o
peevith and humourfome, that'I was always on the fret,

and harboured in my mind a kind of ‘malice, that made
me fancy. whatever-my brother; got,!'E loft:and ia’
this - unbappy-condition klived, il I came to2fchosl;:
and here 1 found that othen miffes wanted to have their,
humours as well as myfelf. | /This I could ‘not bear ;"
becaufe I had been ufed to have my own will; and’
never to trouble myfelf abeut whar others felt; < For
whenever 1 beat or abufed my brother, his pain did not
make me cry. Butl believe it was: thinking ‘wrong, -
made me guilty of thefe faults ; ‘for’'1 don’t find I am’
ill-natured ; fornow I haverbeen taught to confider that
my companions can feel as well'as myfelf, | dm forry for
their pain, and glad when they are pleafed, and would
be glad to do any-thing to oblige them. '

Here Mifs Henny cealed, and Mifs Fennp Peace then
told her how glad :(he was to hear that fhe had fub-
dued all malice in her mind’ adding; ¢ Thefe weeds
‘.my dear, unlefs early plucked up, are (as I have
¢ heard our good governefs obferve upon a like occa.
‘¢ fion) very apt to take fuch deep root, as to choke
- “every good feed areund them ; and then who can tel
‘s whether, with the fame opportunities, they might not
€. become Lady Brumptons before the end of - their lives 2*

~Alittle Polly Suckling remembered; that all the com-
pany had. told ‘the hiftory of their paft lives, except
herfelf : and’ fhe was. determined mot o be left out ;
but vet fhe had 2 mind to be afked to tell it, hoping
that her companions thought her of confequence enou sk
not to leave her oat of any icheme: therefore, addref-
fing herfelf to Mifs Fenny. fhe {2id; (he thought it was
very pleafant tohear (peopie tell the hiftory of “their
owa lives. Mifs Jenny faw her meaning; and ap-
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{wered, ¢ So-it is, my little dears and now, if you
* pleafe, you fhall oblige us with relating the hiftory
¢ of yours.” Polly {miled at this requeft, and faid fhe
was ready to-comply. -

DEs C‘RIPT’ION' of Mifs Poily Suckling,

ISS Polly Suckling was juft turned of eight years

old, but fo fhort of her age, that few people

‘took her to be above five. It was not a dwarfith
fhortnefs; for fhe had the moft exact proportioned
limbs in the world, very {mall bones, and was as fat as
a little cherub.,  She was extremely fair, and her hair
‘quite flaxen./ Her eyes a perfect blue, her mouth
{mall, and her lips quite plump and red, She had the
“frethnefs of a milk-maid; and when fhe fmiled and
laughed, fhe feemed to fhew an hundred agreeable
dimples. She was, in fhort, the very picture of health
and good-humour, and was the play-thing and general
favourite of ‘the whole fchool. L v

The L1v & of Mifi Polly Suckling;

; OW, faid little Polly, T will tell you all my whole
:_L hiftory. I hardly remember any-thing before I
came to {chool; for I was but five years-old, when I
was brought hither. ! e
All'L know is, ‘that T don’t love quarrelling; for I
like better to live in peace and quietnefs,  Bur I'have
been  always lefs than any of my companions, ever
{ince I have ' been here; and fo T only followed the
example of ‘the reft; and as I found they contended
about every thing, Idid fo too, - Befides, I have béen
always in fear, that my fchool-fellows wanted to impofe
on me, becaufeT waslittle; ‘and fo'T ufed to engage in
cvery quarrel, rather than beleftout; asif 1 was tog
ditde to give any afliftances but) indeed, I am very
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glad now we all agree, becaufe I always came by the
worft of it. And befides, it is a great pleafure to me
to be loved, and every Mifs is kind and good to me,
and ready to affift me whenever I afk her. And this is
all T know of my whole life. ‘

- When little Polly ceafed, the was kifled and applauded
by the whole company, for the agreeable fimplicity of
ker little hiftory. ' ‘

And thus ended the eighth day’s amufement.
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A 1SS Fenny role early in the morping, and ha-
ving collected the lives of her companions (which
the had wrote down each day, as they related them),
the carried them, after morning {chool, according to
her promife, to her governefs. :
Mrs Teachum, when fhe had perufed them, was much
leafed ; and faid, that {he perceived, by the manner in
which her {cholars had related their lives, how much
they were in earneft in their defign of amendment.
¢ For (continued fhe), they have all confefled their
faults without referve; and the untowardly bent of
¢ their minds, which fo ftrongly appeared before the
¢ quarrel, has not broke out in thefe their little hifto-
¢ ries; but, on the contrary, they all feem, according
¢ to their capacities, to have endeavoured to imitate
(4
(4
£
‘G

o

your ftile, in the account you gave of your own life.
I would have you continue to employ your leifure
hours in the manner you have lately done, only fet-
ting apart a proper time-for exercife; and to-day
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I will difpenfe with your attendance in the {chool--
¢ room, and indulge you this afternooa ‘in another
¢ walk, either to the dairy-houle, or to the cherry-
¢ garden, which ever you:all agree .on.. Butas I (hall
‘- not go with you myfelf and fhall only fend a fervant
¢ to take care.of you, Lhopeto hear from you, Mifs
¢ Fenny, fo good.an account ofthe behaviour of your
¢ Jittle friends and companions, - that. I fhall h.lve no
¢ coufe«to repent my indulgence.’

Mils Fenny Peace re{peftfully. took leave of her go-
vernefs, and haftened to -thie arbour, where her little
friends met, in expectation of her coming. She told
them how .well pleafed their governefs was with them.
all, for the ingenuons confdﬁon of their faults in their.
paﬁ lives; and fhe then. declared Mrs Teachun’s
kind permxﬂ”lon to them to take another walk that af-
ternoon. .

As no one had at: prefent any {tory to read or re-
late, they employed their time till dinner, fome in
walkmg and running about the garden; others,. in
looking aiter, and tendiog fome plgant or ﬁmver, thag.
they had taken particular ly under their care, which Mrs
Teachum both permitted and. encoumged them-in ;
whillt Mils Fenny Peace, Mifs Sukey Fennett, and
Mifs Dolly Friendly, remained in the anboux the two
latter afking a thoufand queftions of -the {ormc—:r, both
concerning all the inftruc¥ions fhe had ever learaed from
her mamma, and by what means they fhould beft be
able to preferve that frlendfhip and happinefs, which
had of late fubfifted amongft them ; faying, how
pleafed their friends and relations would be, to fee
fuch 2 change in their temper and behaviour, and how
much they fthould be beloved by every one.

When they met at dinner, Mrs Teachum afked them,
whether they had determined upon the choice fhe had:
given them in their afternoon’s walk ; and they were
all defirous of gaing to the dairy-honfe; for little

~
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Polly {aid, She longed to fee the’ good-humoured old
woman again : and, indeed, fhe would not now fay
any thing to her of her fhaking head, or her grey
hair.  Mrs Teachum was pleafed that little Polly {5-
gratefully remembered the old woman, who had been.
to kind to her; and readily confented to their choice,
and approved of their determination,

Being foon equipped for their walk, they fet out,
attended by two maid-fervants ; and as foon as they.
arrived, the good old woman expreffed the higheft
joy on feeing them, and told little Po/ly, that fhe thould
have plenty of cream and firawberries ; for her daughter
had been that dayin the wood, and had brought
home three bafkets of very fine ones. = Mrs Nelly, her
daughter, faid very crofsly, that fhel fuppofed’ there
would be fine work amongft' them, now their go-
vernefs was not with them; but it was her mother’s
way, to let all children be as rude as they pleafed.
Mifs Sukey Fennett;, with fome indignation in her
look, was going to. anfwer her; but Mifs Jenny
Peace, fearing fhe would fay fomething 1¢fs mild than.
fhe withed, gave her'anod ; and, turning to the young-
woman, with great modefty and temper, thus faid :
You (hall fee, Mrs Velly, that our good governefs’s
inftru&ions are of more force with us, than to lofe
all their effe€t when we are out of her prefence ;
and I hope you will have no caufe, when we go
away, to complain of the ill behaviour of any of
us.’

The good old woman declared, She never faw fuch
fweet-tempered children in all her life ; and after they
had eat their ftrawberries and cream, and were loaded
with pinks and rofes by the good woman’s bounty.
(for they did not gather one without her permiffion),
they took their leave with the utmolt civility, and Mils
Fenny handfomely rewarded the old woman for her
good chear.  Mrs Nelly herfelf was {o pleafed with

L) o L) - " -



gth Day. The Little Female Academy. -~ 149

their regular and inoffen{ive behaviour, that fhe could
not help telling Mifs Fenny, that fhe, and all her com-
panions, had, indeed, behaved as well as if their go-
vernefs had been with them: on which Mifs Fenny
(as they were walking home) obferved to Mifs Sukey
Fennett (whom the had prevented from making any re-
ply to Mrs Nelly’s {peech) how much better it was to
gain another’s good will by our own endeavours to be
obliging, than to provoke them to be more crofs, by
our angry an{wers and reproaches.

When this little: company, employed in pleafing
talk, and lively obfervations, were come within about
a mile of ‘Mrs Teachum’s houfe, and within a view of

-a nobleman’s fine feat, Mifs Fenny faid, that the next
time their governefs permitred them to walk out, fhe
would atk her leave that they might go and fee that
fine houfe ; for, fome time ago, fhe told them, that
they fhould go thither when the family were abfent.
Mrs Wilfn, the houfe-keeper,” who, by chance, was
walking that way, and heard whar Mifs Fenny. faid,
came up to them, and told Mifs Femny, that her lord
and lady were now both abfent, haviag fet out, one
for London, and the other for apother fine feat, forty
miles off, that very morning ;- and as fhe konew them
to be Mrs Teachum’s well-regulated family, they fhould
be welcome to fee the houfe and gardeps now, if
they liked it. = Mifs. Fenny thanked her, and faid, As
it was near two hours fooner than their governefs, ex-
peted ‘them home, fhe would accept of her kind of-
fer. The houfe-keeper led ‘them through an avenue
of tall elm-trees, into this magnificent houfe, in which
were many fpacious apartments, furnifhed with the
utmoft grandeur -and elegance.. Some of the rooms
were adorned with fine pi¢tures, others were hung with
tapeftry almolt as lively as thofe paintings, and moll of
the apartments above f{tairs were furnifhed with the
fineft forts of needlework. Our little company wero

N3 :
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ftruck into a fort cf filent wonder and admiration, at
the fplendid appearance of every thing around them ;.
nor could they find words to exprefs the various re-.
fle(tions that pafled in their minds, on feeing fuch a
variety of dazzling gaudy. things : but when they came-
to the needle-work, Mifs Fenny could not help fmi-
ling, to fee how every one {eemed moft fized in at-
tention upon that fort of work, which fhe herfelf was.
employed in ; and fhe faw in the faces of all a fecret
wifli, that their own piece of work might be finifhed:
with equal neatnefs and perfection. The houfe-keeper
was greatly pleafed to fee them fo much delighted,
and anfwered all their queftions concerning the ftories
that were reprefented in the pictures and tapeftry, as
fully as the time would permit : but Mifs Fenny, be--
ing fearful of exceeding the hour in which they would
be expected home, told them they muft not now ftay
any longer ; but if their governefs would give them
leave, and it would not be troublefome to Mrs #ilfon,
they would come another time. She anfwered, that-
it was fo far from being troublefome, that fhe never
had more pleafure in her life, than to{ee fo many
well-behaved young ladies, who all {eemed not only
pleafed with what they faw, but doubly delighted,
and happy, in {eeing each other fo; and for her part,
the could with they -were to ftay with her all their
lives: and, in fhort, they fhould not go till they had:
been in hex room, and eat fome f{weetmeats of her
own making.- The good woman feemed to take fo.
much delight in giving them any pleafure, that Mifs

Fenny could not refufe accepting her offer ; and when. -

they were all in her room, Polly Suckling faid, ¢ Well,
¢ this is a moft charming houfe: 1 wifliwe could all
< live here for ever. How happy,muﬁ the lord and
¢ Jady of this fine place be!”

“Indeed, my little Polly, faid Mifs Fenny, ¢ you.
¢ may be very much miftaken: for you know. qur,
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¢ good governefs has taught us, that there is no hap-
¢ pinefs but in the content of our own minds; and per-
¢ haps we may have more pleafure in viewing thefe
¢ fine things, than the owners have. in the poffeffion
¢ of them.’
¢ It is very true’ (faid the houfe-keeper) ; *for my

¢ lord and lady have no delight in all this magnifi-
¢ cence; for, by being fo accuflomed to it, they walk
¢ through all thefe apartments, and never fo much as
¢ oblerve, cr amufe- themfelves . with the work, the
¢ pitures, or any thing elfe ; or; if they.obferve them
¢ at all, it is rather.with a look that denotes a fort of
_¢ wearinefs, . at feeing the fame things. continually be-
¢ fore them; than with any kind of pleafure.’ © And-
then, with a deep figh; fhe added, © You are, indeed,
¢ young lady, perfectly in the right;, when. you fay,
¢ grandeur and happinefs.do not always go together.’
But turning off“the difcourfe, Mrs #ilfon forced them
to take as many dried {weetmeats. as they could carry
away with them; and infifted’ upon -their promife,
(with Mrs Teachunr’s confent), that they thould come
another time to fee the gardens. They then took
their leave with many thanks, and the greateft civili-
ty; and difcourfed, all the way home, on the fine
things they had {feen. Mifs Berty Ford faid, that the-
fine gilding, and {fo many looking-glaffes, made her
think herfelf. in Barbarico’s great hall, where he kept
all his treafure.. :

¢ No,” (fays Mifs Nanuy Spruce) * it was not half {o
much like that, as it was like Brunetta’s fine caftle s
and I could not help thinking myfelf the princefs
Hebe, and how much I fhould have been pleafed-
with fuch a fine place at firft; juft as fhe was.’

¢ Indeed,’ (fays Mifs Betty Ford), ¢you are in the
¢ right of it, Mifs NManny ; for it was more like the,
¢ defcription of Brunetta’s caftle, than what I faid
¢ myfelf, :
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Mifs Fenny was pleafed to hear Mifs Berty {o ready.
to. own herfelf miftaken ; and faid to Mifs Nanny
Spruce, ¢1 am glad, my dear, to find that you {o well
¢ remember what you read; for it is by recalling fre-
¢ quently into our memories the things we have read,
¢ that they are likely to be of any fervice to us.’

Being now: come home, they entered into the pre-
fence of: their governefs, with that pleafure, and pro-
per confidence, which ever attend innocence and good-
nefs ; and Mrs Teachum received them with a pleafing
fmile. ' ' :
"« Mifs Fenny gave her governefs a faithful account of
all”that had ppaffed, with.the agreezble entertainment
they had accidentally:met with, of feeing lord X—’s
fine ‘houfe, and the great civility: of Mrs Wilfon ;
¢ which, 1 hope, madam,’ (faid Mifs Fenny), 1 did not
¢ do 'wrong invaccepting.” « “You did very properly,
“ my dear” (faid Mrs Zeachum) ;¢ for when: people
¢ are willing to oblige you, without any inconvenience
¢ to themfelves, it is always right. to accept: their of-
¢ fer, as you thereby gratify them, by putting it 'in-
“ to their power to give you pleafure.’” )

- Mifs ' Fenny then, with great chearfulnefs and free-
dom,>told hergovernefs all that had pafled’ in con-
verfation, both in their walk to the dairy-houle, and
at Jord X—7s; what little Po//y had faid ia the houfe-
keeper’s room; as alfo Mrs J#ilfon’s anfwer 5 and faid,
by Mrs //ilfon’s downcaft logk, fhe was afraid that poor:
Jord X= and his lady were not {o happy as might be
wifthed.  But’ (continued fhe) I did not alk Mrs 77/
¢ fn any queftions ; becaufe you bave taught me, ma-
¢« dam, carefully to avoid the leaft appearance of im-
¢ pertinent curiofity.’

¢ You was very right, my dear’ ([aid Mrs Teachum)
< in afking no farther queftions ;5 nor would fhe, I dare
¢ fay, as fhe is a prudent woman, have gratified you,
¢ if you had ; for though the unhappy ftory.is tou
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¢ well known all over the country; yet it would have
‘ been very unbecoming' in one‘of the family to have
¢ publithed it,” Mrs Teachum faw, in her little {cho-
lars eyes, a fecret with of knowing what this ftory
was ; and, after a fhort paufe, fhe faid, ¢ Since I find
¢ you dlfpofed my good girls, to make the proper
¢ ufe of what you hear, I will indulge your curiofity.
¢ Lord X— and his lady have been married feven
years: Lord X— 1is the moft wretched creature
breathing, becaufe he has no children, and therefore
no heir to his title and large eftate. He was natural-
ly of a haughty impetuous temper, and impatient
of any the leaft dnfappomtment and this difpofition
not being {ubdued in his youth, has led him into
all forts of exceffes. His lady is not much better
tempered than himfelf ; and valuing herfelf highly
npon her beauty, and the large fortune fhe brought
him, greatly refents his {fometimes infolent, and al:
ways negletful ufage of her. They have hitherto
lived on in the moft jarring difputing manner, ne=-
ver minding to conceal their quarrels from the -
~world ; but, at laft, they have agreed to part by
_confcnt ; and the dxH‘crentJourneys ‘they this morn.
ing took, were taken, I fuppofe, wntb an; mtent of
a final feparatxon :
“That grandeur and happinefs do not . a]ways 'go
together (as Mrs Wilfon obferved to you) is: feen by
this ftory; which [ was the more willing to tell:you,
- as it was a proper introdaction to a fable I have
been colleting together from others, for your. ufe.
You know that all my endeavours to make you
good, are only intended- to make you happy; and
if you thoroughly reflect upon the trath of this
maxim, which I fo often endeavour to mculcate,
you will doubtlefs reap no {mall advantage from it
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Here Mrs Teackum cealed f] peaking, and, giving Mi(s
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Fenny Peace a paper, fhe bid her read it alond ; which:
fhe did ; and it contained the following fable.

The AsSEMBLY of the BIRDS.
el Ay B e

N antient days there was a great contention among(¥
the birds, which," from his own perfetions, and
peculiar “advantages, had the {trongeft title to happi--
nefs; and at laft they agreed to refer the decifion of
the debate to the eaglei : FAERy

A day was appoiuted for their meeting; the Eagle
took his {eat, and the birds all attended to give in their
feveral pleas..

Firft {poke the Parrof. Her voice fo nearly refem-
bling human  fpeech, which enabled her to converfe
with fuch a fuperior race, fhe doubted not (fhe faid)
would nave its joft weighy with the Zank, and-efi=-
gage him to grant 'a decree in her favour: and to this
plea fhe alfo-added; that fhe dwelt in a fine cage -
adorned “with 'gold; and was fed every day by the .
hands of a fair lady.. -

¢ And pray, Mrs Po/l,” (faid the Eagle), ‘how comes it,-
¢ fince you fare fofamptuoufly, that you are {o lean and -
¢ meagre, and' feem fcarcely able to exert ‘that voice
¢ you thus make your boaft of * ¢ Alas!” (replied the -
Parrct), € poor:Puli’s lady has kept her bed almoft .
¢ this'week : the fervants have all forgot to feed me,
s-and I am almoft {tarved.” - ¢ Pray obferve’ (faid the
Eagle) “ the folly of fuch pride ! Had you been able
s to have converfed only. with your. owa kiod, you
¢ would have fared.'in commea.with them; but it -
¢ is to this vaunted dimitation of the human voice,
¢« that you owe your confinement, and confequently .
¢ (though living in a golden cage) your dependence..



oth Day. The Little Female Academy. 158

¢ upon the will and memory of others, even for com-
¢ mon neceflary food.” Thus reproved, the Parroz,
with {hame, haftily retired from the aflembly.

Next {tood forth the Daw, and, having tricked him-
{elf inall the gay feathers he could mufter together, on
the credit of thefe borrowed ornaments, pleaded his
beauty, as a title to the preference in difpute. Im-
mediately the birds agreed to diveft the filly counter-
feit of all his borrowed plumes; and, more abathed thap
the Parrot, he {ecretely unk away.

The Peacock, proud of native beauty, now flew in-
to the midft of the aflembly. He difplayed before the
{un his gorgeous tail. * Obferve (faid he) how the
< vivid ‘blue of the fapphire glitters in my neck; and
¢ when thus I {pread my tail, a gemmy brightnefs
¢ firikes the eye from a plumage varied by a thoufand
¢ glowing colours.” = At this moment, a Nightingale
began to chant forth his'melodious lay ; at which the
Feacock, dropping his expanded tail, cried out, ¢ Ahd
< what avails.my filent unmeaning beauty, when I am
- ¢ {o far excelled in wvoice by fuch alittle ruflet-fea-
« thered swretch ‘ag that !’ And, by retiring, he gave
up all claim tothe contended- for pxeference

The Nightingale was {o delighted with having got
the better of the Peacack, that he exerted his little voice;
and was {o loft in the conceit of his own melody, that
he did not obferve a Hawk, who flew upen him, and
carried him off iin his claws.

The Eagle then declared, ¢ That as the Peacock’s
¢ envy had taken away all his claim, fo no lefs-had the
L sz’;tmga/es {elf-conceit fruftrated all’ his preten-
< fions; for thofe who are fo wrapt up in their own
/£ perfe&xons, as to mind nothing but them{elves, are
¢ for ever liable to all forts of accidents.” And, be-
fides, it was plain, by the exultation the nightingalc
exprefled on_ his imagined vi¢tory’ over the peacock,
thathe wonld have! been equally dejected on any pre-
ference given to another,
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-And ‘now the owl, with an affe@ed gravity, and
whooting voice, pleaded his well-known wifdom; and
faid, ¢ He doubted not but the preference would be
¢ -.granted to him without conteft, by all the whole
¢ aflembly; for what was fo likely to produce happi-
¢ nefs as wifdom 2’ The eagle declared, ¢ That, if his
« title to wifdom could be:proved, the juftice of his
¢ claim thould e allowed; and then afked him, how
¢ he could convince them of the truth of what he had
¢ advanced ?” The owl anfwered, © That he would wil-
¢ lingly appeal to the whole:affembly for their decifion
¢ in this point; for he was pofitive ‘no-body could
¢ deny his great fuperiority as to wi{dom.’ - Being fe-
parately afked, the moft of them declared, that they
knew no one reafon, “cither from his words or ations,
to pronounce him a wife bird; though it was true,
that by an affefted {olemnity in his looks, and by fre-
quent declarations of his own, that he was very wife,
he bhad made fome very filly birds give him that cha-
racter: but, fince they were called upon to declare their
epinions, they muft fay, that he was ever the objett of
contempt to all thofe birds who had any title to com-
mon underftanding.  The eagle then faid, ¢ He could
¢ by no means admit a plea, which as plainly appeared
‘ to be ccunterfeit, as were the jay’s borrowed fea-
¢ thers.” The owl, thus difappointed, flew away, and
- has ever fince fhunned the light of the fun, and has
never appeared in the day-time, but to be {corned and
wondered at.

</ Itl would be endlefs to repeat all the feveral pleas
brought by the birds, each defiring to prove, that hap-
pinefs ought to be his own peculiar lot. But the eagle,
obferving that the arguments made ufe of to prove
their point, were chiefly drawn from the difadvantages
of others, rather than from any advantage of their
own, told them, ¢There was too much:envy and
¢ malice amongft them, for him' to-pronounce any of
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them deferving or capable of being happy; but I
wonder, fays he, why the dove alone is abfent from
this meeting > ¢ I know of one in her peft, *hard-by
(anfwered the red-breaft): fhall I go and call her ?’
No (fays the eagle) ; fince fhe did not obey our ge-
neral fummons, it is plain fhe had no ambition for a
public preference; but I will take two or three cho-
{en friends, and we will go foftly to her neft, and fee
in what .manner fhe is employing herfelf; for from
our own obfervations upon the actions of any one,
we are more likely to form a judgment of them, than
by any boafts they can make.’

The eagle “was obeyed ; and, accompanied only by

the linnet, the lark, the lapwing, and the red-breaft
for his guide, he ftole gently ‘to the place where the

dove was found hovering over her neft, waiting the
return of her abfent mate; and, thinking herfelf quite

unobferved,

< % While o’er her callow ‘brood fhe fung,
She fondly thus addre/s’d her young :

¢ Ye tender objelts of my care,
Peace! peace! ye little belplefs pair,
Anon! be comes, your gentle fire,
And brings you all your bearts require ;
For us, his infants, and his bride,

For us, with only love to guide,

Our lord affumes an eagle’s [peed:
And, ke a lion, dares to bleed :

Nor yet by wintry fries confin’d,

He mounts upon the rudeft wind ;
From danger tears the vital fpoil,

And with affettion fweetens tol,

Ab! ceafe, too vent'rous, ceafe to dare;
In thine, our dearer fafety fpare.

* Thefe verfes are a quotation from that tender fable of the
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sparrow and-the Dove, in the fables for the female fex.
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¢ Erom bim, ye cruel faleons, Stray ;

¢ dnd turn, ye fowlers, Jaraway.

C —dllgiving Pew'r, great fource o life,
€ Ob! kear the parent, hear the witss

¢ That life thou lendeft Jrom above,
©The little, make it large in love.

© Oh! bidmy feeling heart expand

¢ T0ev’ry claim on ev’ry hand,

“ To thefe, from whom my days I drew,

¢ Tothefe, in whom thofe days rencw,

“ Toall my kin, however awide,

¢ In cordial warmth as blood ally’d,

 To friends in flecly fotters twin’d,

¢ And to the cruel not unkind :

“ But chief the lord of my defire,

¢ My life, myfelf, my. foul, my fire,

¢ Friends, children, all that wifb can claim,

¢ Chafte paffion clafp, and rapture names
€ Oh! fpare him, [pare bim, gracious pow’r:
€ Oh! give bim to my lateft hour,

¢ Let me my length of life employ,

¢ To give my fole enjoyment  joy.

¢ His bve let mutual love excite ;

 Turn all my cares to his delight,

¢ dnd ev'ry needlefs blefling fpare,

¢ Wherein my darling wants a _fbare,

¢ —Let one unruffled calm delight

¢ The loving and belov’d unite ;

¢ One pure defire our bofoms warm ;

¢ One will direct, one wifb inform :

 Thrd life one mutual aid fuftain ;

¢ In death one peaccful grave contain,

¢ While, fwelling with the darling theme,

¢ Her accents pour'd an endlefs fiream,

¢ The well-known wings a found impart,

¢ That reach’d ber ear, and touch'd ber heart,
“ RQuick drogp'd the mufic of her tongue,

¢ And forth, with eager joy, fbe [prung.
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As fwift her en’tring cifort flew,
And plum’d, and kindled, -at the view.
Their wings, their fouls, embracing meet,
Their hearts with anfw'ring meafure beal ;
Half bft in facred fweets, and blefsd
With raptures felt, but ne’er exprefs’d.
¢ Strait to her humble roof fbe led
The partner of her [potlefs bed ;

- Her young, a flutt’ring pair, arife,
Their welcome fparkling in their eyes,
T ranfported, to their fire they bound,
And hang, with [peechle/s attion, round,
In pleafure wrapt, the parents fland,
And fee their little wings expand ;
The fire his life-fuftaining prize
To each expecting bill applies ;
There fondly pours the wheaten fpoil,
With tranfport giv’'n, tho' won with toil ;
While, all collected at the fight,
And’ filent, thro' fipreme delight,
The fair high heav'n of blifs beguiles,
And on her lord and infants fmiles.’
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The eagle now, without any hefitation, pronounced
the dove to be defervedly the happieft of the feathered
kind ; and, however unwilling the reft of the birds were
to affent to the judgment given, yet could they not
difpute the jaftice of the decree.

Here Mifs 7enny ceafed reading, and all the little
company exprefled by their looks, that they were over-
joyed at the eagle’s determination ; for they had all in
their own minds foreftalled the eagle’s judgment, of
giving the preference to the dove. ¢ Now, my good
¢ children (faid Mrs Teachum), if you will pafs through
¢ this life with real pleafure, imitate the dove; and
¢ remember, that innocence of mind, and integrity of

O3
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¢ heart, adorn the female charalter; and can alone
¢ produce your own happinefs, and diffufe it to al]
¢ around you.>

Our little company thanked their governefs for her
fable; and, juft at that inftant, they heard a chariot
drive into the court, and Mrs Tzackum went out to fee
what vifitor could be arrived fo late in the evening ;
for it was near eight o’clock.

They all remained in the room where thejr gover--
nefs left them; for they had been taught never to run
out to the door, or to the windows, to look at any
ftrangers that came, till they knew whether it was pro-
per for them to fee them or not,

Mrs Teachum foon returned with a letter open i
her hand, and remained fome little time filent; but caft
on every one round {uch a tender and affe@ionate look,
a tear almolt ftarting from her eye, that the fympathi-
zing forrow feemed to fpread through the whole com-
pany, and they were all {ilent, and ready to cry, though
they knew not for what reafon. ¢ Iam forry, my little
* dears, (faid Mrs Teachum), to give your tender bo.
* {oms the uneafinefs I fear the contents of this letter
¢ will do, as it will deprive you of that your hearts fo
¢ juftly hold moft dear.’ And, fo faying, the delivered
to Mils 7enny Peace the following letter :

To Mys Jenny Peace.

My dear Neice, Monday night, Fune 24,
« Arrived fafe at my own houfe, with your coufin:
: Harriot, laft Saturday night, after a very tedious

“ voyage by fea, 2nd a fatiguing journey by land. I
“ long to fee my dear Fenny asfoon as poffible, and:
 Harriot is quite impatient for thar pleafure,

¢ 1 have ordered my chariot to be with you to-mor-
¢ row night; and I defire you would fet out on Wed
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¢ nefday morning, as early as your inclination (hall
¢ prompt you to come to
Your truly affectionate aunt,
M. NEwWMAN.

¢ I have writ a letter of thanks to your kind gover-
¢ nefs, for her care of you.’

It is impoffible to defcribe the various fenfations of
Mifs Fenny’s mind, on the reading this letter, Her
rifing joy at the thoughts of feeing her kind aunt
fafely returned from a long and tedious voyage, was
fupprefled by a forrow which could not be refifted, on
parting with fach dear friends, and fo good a gover-
nefs; and the luftre which fuch a joy would have
given to her eye, was damped by rifing tears. Her
heart for fome time was too full for utterance. At
laft, turning to her governefs, fhe faid; ¢ And is the
¢ chariot really come, to carry me to my dear aunt ?
Then, after a paufe, the tears trickling down' her
cheeks, ¢ And mult I {o foon leave you, madam, and
¢ all my kind companions 2’ Mrs Teachum, on feemq
Mifs Fenny’s tender ﬂruggles of mind, and all her
companions at once buxﬂmg into tears, ftood up, and
left the room, f1y1ng She would come to them
¢ again after fupper For this prudent woman well
knew, that it was in vain to contend with the very firft
emotions of grief on {uch an occafion ; but intended,
at her return, to fhew them how much it was their
duty and intereft to conquer all forts of extravagant
forrow.

They remained fome time filent, as quite ftruck
dumb with concern, till at laft Mifs Dolly Friendly, in
broken accents, cried out, ¢ And muft we lofe you,
¢ my dear Mifs Fenny, now we are juft {ettled in that

“ love and efteem for you, which yourg goodnefs fo
¢ well deferves

0 3
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Mifs Fenny endeavoured to dry up her-tears, and
then faid, °Although I cannot but be pleafed, my deat
¢ companions, at every mark of your affetion for me;
yet I beg that you would :not give me the pain to
[ce that I make fo many dear friends unhappy. Let

us fubmit chearfully to this feparation ' (which, be-

lieve me, is as deeply felt by me as any of  yen), be-
“caufe it is our duty fo to do: and let me intreat you

to be comforted, by refletting, how much my good -
aunt’s {afe returamuft be conducive to my future

welfare ; nor can..you be unhappy, while you con- -
‘tinue with:{o good a governefs, and perfift in that

cadinefs to-obey her, which you have lately thewn.
She will dire¢t who fhall prefide over your innocent-
amufements-in my place. 1 will certainly:write to -
you,.and fhall always take the greateft delight in

hearing from each of you, both while you continue

here, and when your duty and different connexions
¢ fhall ‘call you elfewhere. We may fome; and per-
‘hapsaall, of us, happen often to meet again; and -
hope  a iriendfhip, founded on fo innocent and fo

good a foundation as ours is, will always fubfift, as .
far as fhall be confifteat with our future fituations in .
< slife?

Mifs Fenny’s friends could not anfwer her but by~
fobs and tears ; only little Polly Suckling, ruoning to -
her, clung about her neck, and cried, ¢ Indeed, indeed,
€ Mifs  Fenny, you muft not goj; I fhall break my
i-heart, if I lofe you : I'm fure we fhan’t;> nor we -
~can’t, be: half fo happy, when yoa are gone, though

our governefs was ten times better to us than fhe is.’

Mifs Fenny again intreated them to dry up their.
tears, and to be more contented with the prefent ne-
ceflity ; and begged, that they would not let their
governefs fee them: at her return fo overwhelmed in .
forrow ; for-fhe might take it unkindly, that they
fhould.be fo afilited . at the Jofs of one perfon, whilé

Lo
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they ftill remained under her indulgent care and pro-
tection. :

It was with the utmoft difficulty, that Mifs Fenny
refrained: from fhedding * tear for tear with her kind
companions ; but as it was her conftant maxim to par-
take with her friends all her ‘pleafure, and to confine
her {orrows as much as poflible within her own bofom,
the chofe rather 'to ‘endeavour, by her own chearful-
nefs, and innocent talk, to fteal infenfibly from the
bofoms of her little companions half their forrow 3 and
they began to appear tolerably eafy. .

After fupper, ‘Mrs Zeachum returned 5 and, feeing
them "ull {triving who fhould 'moft conceal their grief,
for fear of giving unealinefs to the reft: ‘yet with a
deep dejeltion fixed in “every countenance, and little
Polly {ill fobbing behind Mifs Fenny’s chair, fhe was
fo moved herlelf with the affeting {cene, that the tears-
ftole from her eyes; and the fympathizing company.
once more eafed ' their almolt burfiing’ hearts; " by an»
other general flow of melting forrow:

My dear children, (faid Mrs Teachum ), 1 am not
¢ at all furprifed at “your being fo much concerned to
¢ part with Mifs 7enny. 1 love her myfelf with a mo-
¢-therly affeCtion (as I do all of you, and fhall ever
¢-continue to:do fo while you fo. well deferve it) ; and
I could wifh, for my own fake, never to part with
¢ her as-long as I live : but I confider, that it is for
¢ her advantage ; and I would have you all remember,
-¢-in her abfence, to let her example and friend{hip fill
¢ -your hearts with joy, inftead of grief, It is now.
¢ pretty late in the evening, and as Mifs Fenny is to fet
¢ out very early in the morning, I muft infift upon
fhortening your pain (for fuch is your prefent fitna-
¢ tion) ; and defire you would take . your leave of this
¢ -your engaging friend.’

They none of them attempted to {peak another.
word ; for their hearts were ftill too full for utterance -

- el
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and Mifs 7enny took every one by the hand as they
went out of the room, {aluted them with the tendereft
affection, mingling tears with thofe which fowed
from every ftreaming eye ; and, wifhing them all hap-
pinefs and joy till their next meeting, they all, with
heavy hearts, retired to reft.

Mifs Fenny returned the warmeft and moft grateful
acknowledgments to her good governefs, for all her
care of her ; and faid, ¢ I fhall attribute every happy
¢ hour, madam, that I may hereafter be blefled with,
¢ to your wife and kind inftructions, which [ fhall
« always remember with the higheft veneration, and
¢ fhall ever confider you as having been to me no lefs
¢ than a fond and indulgent mother.’

Mrs Teachum kept Mifs Fenny in the room with her
no longer than to afflure her how f{incerely fhe thould
regret her abfence ; and confefled how much of the
regularity and harmony of her fchool the owed to her
good example, her {weetnefs of temper, and conformi-
ty to rules,

The End of the Ninih D aY.
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ALTHOUGH Mifs Fenny Peace did not return any
more to {chool, yet the ever gratefully remem-
bered the kindnefs of her governefs, and frequently
correfponded with all her companions. And as they
continued their innocent amufements and meetings in
the arbour, whenever the weather would permit, there
was no ‘day thought to be better employed than that
in which they received a letter from their abfent in-
ftructive friend, whofe name was. always mentioned
with gratitude and honour.

Mrs Teachum continued the fame watchful care over
any young perfons who were intrufted to her manage-
ment ; and fhe never increafed the number of her fcho-
lars, though often intreated {o to do. All quarrelsand
contentions were baniflied her houfe ; and if ever any
fuch thing was likely to arife, the ftory of Mifs Fenny
Peace’s reconciling all her little companions was told to
them ; fo that Mifs Fenny, though abfent, ftill feemed
(by the bright example which fhe left behind her) to.
be the cement of union and harmony in this well-re-
gulated fociety. And if any girl was found to harbour
in her breaft a rifing paffion, which it was difficult to
conquer, the name and ftory of Mifs Zenny Peace {oon
gained her attention, and left her without any other
defire than to emulate Mifs Fenny’s virtues.

In fhort, Mrs Teachum’s {chool was always mention-
ed throughout the country, as an example of peace and
harmony : and alfo, by the daily improvement of all
her girls, it plainly appeared, how early young people
might attain great knowledge, if their minds were free
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from foolifh anxieties about trifles, and properly em-
ployed on their own improvement ; for never did any
young lady leave Mrs Teachum, but that her parents
and-friends were gready delighted with her behaviour,
as fhe had made it her chief ftudy to learn always to
pay to her governors the moft exat obedience, and
~ to exert towards-her : companions all the good effeéts
of a mind filled with benevolence and love,

FINIS ﬁ























