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His foot dlipped and down he tumbled, in the very path of the enragd,

perfuing Animal .

Lublivhid Mearch =, 786 by [faSlockalule Peecadlly .




THE

H; LS T0 R.Y

OF

SANDFORD axp MERTON,
o Ve O R K

Intended for the Ufe of CuiLpREN.
. : «
: . . W Yt
BUT I DO NOT KNO%V ;I'HAT THERE IS UPON THE FACE or
THE EARTH A MORE USELESSy MORE CONTEMPTIBLE, AND
MORE MISERAELE ANIMAL THAN A \VEALTHY, LUXURIOUS
MANy WITHOUT BUSINESS OR PROFESSION, ARTSy SCIENCES,
08 EXERCISES. e
Lp. Moxgopno,

R B e
WO IE

THE THIRD EDITION.

LioQuNT O Na
PRINTED FOR JOHN STOCKDALE, OPPOSITE
BURLINGTON HOUSE, PICCADILLY.

MeDCCyX (1o






THE
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OF

SANDFORD axp MERTON,.

HE fummer had now completely paft
away while Tommy was receiving
thefe improvements at the houfe of Mr.
Barlow. In the courle of this time, botl
his body and mind had acquired additional
vigour ; for he was neither {fo fretful and
humourfome, nor {o eafily affetted by the
viciffitudes of the feafon.
And now the winter had fet in with un-
ufual feverity, The water was all frozen
B2 A into
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into a folid mafs of ice ; the earth was bare
of food ; and the little birds that ufed to hop
about and chirp with gladnefs, feemed to
lament in filence the inclemency of the
weather. Tommy was one day {urprized,
when he entered his chamber, to find a very
pretty little bird flying about it. He went
down ftairs and informed Mr. Barlow, who,
after he had feen the bird, told him it was
called a Robin Red-breaft ; and that it was
naturally moretameand difpofedto cultivate
- the fociety of men than any other {pecies.
But, at prefent, added he, the little fellow is
in want of food, becaule the earth is too
hard to furnifh him any affiftance, and hun-
ger infpires him with this unufual boldnefs.
Why then, faid Tommy, fir, if you will give
me leave, I will fetch a piece of bread and
feed him. Do fo, an{wered Mr. Barlow, but
firft fet the window open, that he may fee
you do not intend to take him prifoner,
Tommy accordingly opened his window,
and, fcattering a few crumbs of bread about
the room, had the fatisfation of feeing his

guelt
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guelt hop down and make a very hearty
meal. He then flew ont of the room and
fettled upon a neighbouring tree, {inging all
the time, as if to return thanks for the hof-
' pitality he had met with.

- Tommy was greatly delighted with his
new acquaintance, and from this time
never failed to fet his window open every
morning, and fcatter fome crumbs about
the room; whichthe bird perceiving hopped
fearlels in, ‘and regaled himfelf under the
protettion of his benefattor. - By degrees,
the intimacy increafed fo much, that litle
Robin would alight on Tommy’s thouldery
and whiftle his notes in that fitvation, -or
eat out of his hand; all which gave Tommy
fo much fatisfa&ion, that he would fie-
quently call'Mr. Barlow and Harry to be
witnefls of his favourite’s carefles ; nor did
he ever eat his ewn meals without referv-
ing a part for his little friend.

It however happened that one day Tom--
my went up ftairs after dinner, intending
to feed his bird as ufual; but as foon as he

B opencd.
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opened the door of his chamber, he dif-
covered a fight that pierced him to the
very heart., His little friend and innocent
companion lay dead upon the floor and
torn in pieces; and a large cat taking that
opportunity to efcape, foon dircfled his
fulpicions towards the murderer. Tommy
inftantly ran down with tears in his eyes,
to relate the unfortunate death of his fa-
vourite to Mr. Barlow, and to demand
vengeance again{t the wicked cat that had
occafloned 1t. Mr. Barlow heard him
with great compaflion, but afked what
punifhment he wifhed to infli& upon the
Cat.

Tommy.

. Ob! fir, nothing can be too bad for that
cruel ammmal, I would have her killed,
as the killed the poor bird.

Mr. BarrLow.

But do you imagine that fhe did it out
of any particular malice to your bird, or
merely becaufe the was hungry and accuf-
tomed to catch her prey in that manner ?

Tommy
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Tommy confidered fome time, but at
laft he owned that he did not fufpelt the
cat of having any particalar fpite againlt
his bird, and therefore he fuppofed fhe had
been impelled by hunger.

Mr, BarrLow!
Have you never obferved that it was thc

property of that fpecies to prey upon mice
and other httle animwals ?

ToMmmy.

Yes, fir, very often.

Mr. Barrow.

And have you ever corretled her for {o
doing, or attempted to teach her other
habits ? .

Tommy, '

I cannot fay I have.—Indeed I have
{cen little Harry, when the had caught a
moufe and was tormenting it, take it from
her and give it liberty, But I have néver
meddled with her my/felf,

Mr. Barrow.

Are you not then more tobe blamed than

the cat herfelf ?—You have obferved ihat
B4 5 1t
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it was common to the whole fpecies to
deltroy mice and little birds, whenever they
could furprize them, yet you have taken
no pains to fecure your favourite from the
danger; on the contrary, by rendering him
tame, and accufteming him to be fed, you
have expofed him to a violent death which
bhe would probably have avoided had he
remained wild. Would it not then be juflt
and more reafonable to endeavour to teach
the cat that fhe muft no longer prey upon
little birds, than to put her to death for
what you have never taught her was an
offence ?
Tommy.
But is that poffible ?
Mr. BArLow,

Very poffible I thould imagine. But we

may at leaft try the experiment,
Tommy.

But why Thould fuch a mifchievous crea-

ture live at all ?
Mr. BArrLow,

Becaufe if you deftroyed every creature
that
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¢hat preys upon others, you would per=
haps leave few alive.
Tommy,

- Surely, fir, the poor bird which that
naughty cat has killed, was never guilty
of fuch a cruelty?

Mr. BARLOW..
I will not anfwer for that. TLet us ob=

{ferve what they live upon in-the fields, we
fhall then be able to give a better account.

Mr. Barlow then went to the window,,
and defired Tommy to come to him and ob-
ferve a Robin which was then hopping upon
the grafs with fomething in its mouth, and
afked him what he thought it was..

FTommy,
I proteft, fir, it is a large worm. And

now he has f{wallowed it! I fhould never
have thought that fuch a pretty bird could:
be fo cruel. ‘ Sidiiin
Mr. B ARLOW.
Do you imagine "that the bird is Cone
fcious of all that is fuffered by the infect ?
B 5 ToMMYa-
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Tomwmy.,

No, fir.

Mr. Barrow.

In him then it is not the fame cruelty
which it would be in vou, who are endow-
ed with reafon and refletion. Nature has
given him a propenfity for animal food,
which he obeys in the fame manner as the
fheep and ox when they feed upon grafs,
or the afs when he browfes upon the furze
or thiftles.

Tommy.,

Why then, perhaps, the cat did not know
the cruelty fhe was guilty of in tearing that
poor bird to pieces. |

Mr. Barrow.

No more than the bird we have jult feen
is confcious of his cruelty to the infedt,
The natural food of cats confifts in rats,
mice, birds, and {uch {fmall animals as they
can {eize by violence, or catch by craft,
It was impoffible fhe thould know the value
you fet upon your bird, and therefore the

had
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had no more intention of offending you,
than had fhe caught a moufe.
Tommy.

But if that is the cafe, fhould I have
another tame bird, fhe will kill it .as the
has done this poor fellow.

Mr. BarLow,

That, perhaps, may be prevented—I
have heard people, that deal in birds,
affirm, there is a way of preventing c€ats
from meddling with them.

TomM¥.

Oh? dear fir! I fhould like to try it.
Will you not thew me how to prevent the
cat from killing any more birds ?

Mr. BARLOW.

Moft willingly.—It is certainly better
1o correct the faults of an animal than to
deftroy it Befides, 1 have a particular
affeftion for this cat, becaufe I found her
when fhe was a kitten, and have bred her
up fo tame and gentle that fhe will follow
me .about like a dog. She comes every
morning to my chamber door and mews till

B 6 fthe
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fhe is let in; and fhe fits upon the table at
breakfalt and dinner, as grave and polite as
a vifitor, without offering to touch the
- meat. Indeed, before fhe was guilty of this
offence, I have often feen you firoke and
carels her with great affe@tion ; and pufs,
who is by no means of an ungrateful tem-
per, would always pur and arch her tail,
as if fhe were fenfible of your attention.
In a few days after this converfation,
another Robin fuffering like the former,
from the inclemency of the {eafon, flew into
the houfe and commenced acquaintance
with Tommy. But he, who recollefted
the mournful fate of his former bird, would
not encourage it to any familiarity, till he
had claimed the promife of Mr. Barlow, in
order to preferve it from danger. Mr. Baz-
low, therefore, enticed the new gueft into
a [mall wire cage, and as foon as he had
entered it fhut the door in order to prevent
his efcaping. He then took a {mall iron
- gridiron, fuch as is ufed to broil meat upon,
and having almoft heated it red-hot, placed

~
1%
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it ere&t upon the ground, before the cage in
which the bird was confined. He then con-
trived to entice the cat into the room, and
obferving that fhe fixed her eye upon the
bird, which fhe deftined to become her.
prey, he withdrew the two little boys in
order to leave her unrefirained in her opera-
tions, They did not retire far, but obferv-
ed her from the door fix her eyes upon the
cage, and begin to approach it in filence,
bending her body to the ground, and almoft
touching it as fhe crawled along.  When
fhe judged herfelf within a proper diftance,
the exerted all her ~#ility in a violent {pring,
‘which would probably have been fatal to the
bird, had not the gridiron placed before
the cage received the impreffion of her at-
tack. Nor was this difappointment the
“only punithment fhie was fcftined to under-
go: the bars of the machine had been fo
thoroughly heated, that in rufhing againft
them fhe felt herfelf burned in feveral parts
of her body; and retired from the field of
battle, mewing dreadfully and full of pain;
and
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and fuch was the impreffion which this ad-
venture produced, that from this time, fhe
was never known again to attempt to de-
firoy birds.

The coldnefs of the weather ftill continu-
ing, all the wild animals began to perceive
the effefls, and compelled by hunger, ap-
proached nearer to the habitations of man
and the places they had been accuflomed
to avoid. A multitude of hares, the moft
timorous of all animals, were frequently feen
fcudding about the garden, in {earch of the
fcanty vegetables which the feverity of the
teafon had fpared. In a fhort time, they
had devoured all the green herbs which
«could be found, and hunger fill opprefling
them, they began to gnaw the very bark of
the trees for food. One day, as ‘Tommy
was walking in the garden, he found that
even the beloved tree which he had planted
with his own hands, and from which he had
promifed himfelf {o plentiful a produce of
frait, had notelcaped the general depreda-
tion, but had been gnawed round at the root

and



SANDFORD AND MERTON, 15

and killed. ‘Tommy, who could ill brook
difappointment, was fo enraged to fee his
Jabours prove abortive, that he ran with
tears in his eyesto Mr. Barlow, to demand
vengeance againft the devouring hares.
Indeed, faid Mr. Barlow, I am {orry for
what they have done, but it is now too late
to prevent it. Yes, an{wered Tommy, but
you may have all thofe mifchievous crea-
tures fhot, that they may do no farther
damage. A litle while ago, replied Mr,
Barlow, you wanted to deftroy the cat be-
caufe the was crucl and preyed upon living
animals, and now you would murder all
the hares, merely becaufe they areinnocent,
inoffenfive animals, that fubfift upon vege-
tables. Tommy looked a little foolifh, but
' he faid, that he did not want to hurt them for
living upon vegetables, but for deltroying
his tree. But, faid Mr. Barlow, how can
you expelt the animal to diftinguifh your
trees from anmy other? You fhould there-
fore have fenced them round in fuch a man-
ner as might have prevented the hares from

_ reaching
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reaching them. = Befides, in fuch extreme .
diftrefs as animals now fuffer from the wang
of food, I think they may be forgiven if
they trefpafs a little more than ufual. Mr,
Barlow then took Tommy by the hand; and
ted him into a field at fome diftance ‘which
belonged to him, and which was fown with
turnips. Scarcely had they entered the field,
vbefore a flock of larks rofe up in {uch innu-
“merable quantities as almoft darkened the
air. - See, faid Mr. Barlow, thefe litde fel.
lows are trefpaffing upon my turnips in fuch
numbers, that in a fhort time they will de-
ftroy every bit of green about the field; yet
I would not hurt them upon any account,
Look round the whole extent of the country,
you will fee nothing but a barren wafle,
which prefents no food either to bird or-
beaft. Thefe little creatures therefore af.
femble in multitudes here, where they find
a {canty {ubfiftence, and though they do me
fome mifchief they are welcome to what
they can find.  In the fpring they will en-
liven our walks by their agrecable fongs.
TomMmy,.
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ToMmMmy.

How dreary and uncomfortable is this
feafon of winter! I wifh it were always
fummer. %

Mr. BarrLow,

In fome countries it is fo: but there the
inhabitants complain more of the intolera-
ble heat than you do of the cold. They
would with pleafure be relieved by the
‘agreeable variety of cooler weather, when
they are panting under the violence of a
fcorching fun,

Tommy.

Then I fhould like to live in a country
that was never either difagreeably hot o%
cold,

" Mr. Barrow.

Such a country is {carcely to be found;
or if there is, it contains fo {mall a portion
of the earth, as to leave room for very few
inhabitants.

ToMmmy.

Then I fhould think it would be fo
crowded that one could hardly ftir; for

every
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every body would naturally with to live
there,
Mr. Barrow.

There you are miftaken, for the inhab-
tants of the fineft climates are often lefs at-
tached to their country than thofle of the
worlt. Cuftom reconciles people to every
kind of life, and makes them equally fatis-
fied with the place in which they are born,
There is a country cailed Lapland, which
extends a great deal farther North than any
part of England, which is covered with per-
petual fnows during all the year, yet the
inhabitants would not exchange it for any
other portion of the globe.

Tommy.

How do they live in fo difagrecable a
country ?

Mr. Barrow.

If you afk Harry he will tell you. ' Be-
ing a farmer, it is his bufinefs to ftudy the
different methods by which men find
fubfiftence in all the different parts of the
carth,

Tommy,
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TomMmy.

I {hould like very much to hear, if

Harry will be fo good as to tell me.
Harry.

You muft know then, Mafter Tommy,
that in the greatelt part of this country
which is called Lapland, the inhabitants
neither fow nor reap; they are totally un-
acquainted with the ufe of corn, and know
not how to make bread. They have no
trees which bear fruit, fearcely any of the
herbs which grow in our gardens in Eng-
Jand, nor do they poffefs either fheep, goats,
hogs, cows, or horfes.

Tommy.

That muft be a difagreeable country
indeed! What then have they to live
upon ?

HarRrY.

They have a fpccies of deer which is
bigger than the largeft ftags which you
may have feen in gentlemen’s parks in
England, and very firong. Thefe animals
are called rein-deer, and are of fo gentlea

' nature
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- nature that they are eafily tamed and taught
*to live together in herds, and to obey their

mafters. In the thort fummer which they
enjoy, the Laplanders lead them out to
paflure in the vallies, where the grafls grows

- very high and luxuriant. In the winter,

when the ground is all covered over with
fnow, the deer have learned to feratch away
the fnow, and find a fort of mofs which
grows underreath it, and upon this they
fubfift. Thele creatures afford not only
food, but vaiment, and even houlcs to theip
maiiers, In the fummer the Laplander
milks hig berds and. lives upon the pro-
duce; fometimes he lays by the milk in
wooden veflels to ferve him for food in
winter, This is foon frozen {6 hard, that
when they would ufe it, they are obliged
to cut it in pieces with an hatchet. Some-
times the winters are fo fevere that the
poor deer can {carcely find even mofs;
and then the mafter is obliged to kill part
of them and live upon the fleth, * Of the

fkins he makes warm garments for himfel§

and
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family, and ftrews them thick upon the

ground to {leep upon.

Their houfes are only poles ftuck {lant«
ing into the'ground, and almoft joined at
top, except a little hole which they leave
to let out the fmoke. Thefe poles are
either covered with the fkins of animals,
or coarfe cloth, or fometimes with turf and
the bark of trees. There is a little hole
left in one fide, through which the family
creep into their tent, and they make a
comfortable fire to warm them in the
middle. People, that are f{o eafily con-
tented, are totally ignorant of moft of the
things that are thought fo neceflary here,
The Laplanders have neither gold, nor
{ilver, nor carpets, nor carve-work in their
houfes. Every man makes for himfelf all
that the real wants of life require, and
with his own hands performs every thing
which is ncceflary to be done, Their
food confifis either in frozen milk, or the
flefh of the rein-deer, or that of the bear,
which they frequently hunt and kill, In-

6 - [tead

a5
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ftead of bread, they firip off the bark of

firs, which are almoft the only trees which
grow upon thofe difmal mountains, and
boiling the inward and more tender fkin,
they eat it with their fleth, The greateft
happinefs of thefe poor people is to live
free and unreftrained : therefore, they do
not long remain fixed to any fpot, but
taking down their houfes, they pack them
~up along with the little furniture they pof-
fefs, and load them upon fledges to carry
and fet them up in fome other place.
Tommy.

Have you not faid that they have nei-
ther horfes nor oxen? Do they then draw
thefe fledges themfelves ?

Harry.

I thought I' thould furprize you, mal-
ter Tommy. The rein-deer which I have
defcribed are fo tratable that they are
harneffed like horfes, and draw the fledges
with their mafters upon them near thirty
miles a day. They fet out with furprifing
Awiftnefs, and run along the fnow which is

3 frozen

sy
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frozen fo hard in winter that it fupports
them like a folid road. In this manner do
the Laplanders perform their journies,
~and change their places of abode as often
as is agrecable. In the fpring they lead
their herds of deer to pafture upon the
mountains ; in the winter they come down
into the plains, where they are better pro-
te€ted againft the fury of the winds. For
the whole country is wafte and defolate,
deftitute of all the objeéts which you fee
here. There are no towns, nor villages;
no fields inclofed or cultivated ; no beaten
roads; no inns for travellers to {leep at;
no fhops to purchafe the neceflaries or con-
veniences of life at; the face of the whole
country is barren and difmal; wherever
you turn your eyes, nothing is to be feen
but lofty ‘mountains white with fnow and
covered with ice and fogs. Scarcely any
trees are to be feen except a few ftunted
fir and birch. Thefe mountains afford a
retreat to thoufands of bears and wolves,
which are continually pouring down and

prowling
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prowling about to prey upon the herds of
deer: {o that the Laplanders are conti-
nually obliged to fight them in their own
defence. To do this, they fix large pieces
of flat board about four or five feet long
to the bottom of their feet; and thus fe-
cured they run along without finking into
the fnow, fo nimbly, that they can over-
take the wild animals in the chace. The
bear they kill with bows and arrows which
they make themfelves. Sometimes they
find out the dens where théy have laid
themfelves up in the winter, and then they
-attack them with f{pears, and generally
overcome them, When a Laplander has
killed a béar, he carries it home in tri-
umph, boils the fleth in an iron pot, which
is all the cooking they are acquainted with,
and invites all his neighbours to the feaft.
This they account the greateft delicacy in
the world, and patticularly the fat, which
they melt over the fire and drink ; then,
‘ﬁttmg round the flame, they entertain. each
other with ftories of their own exploits in

hunting



SANDFORD AND MERTON. =23

hunting or fifhing, till the fealt 1s over.
Though they live fo barbarous a life, they
are a good-natured, fincere, and holpitable
people.  If a flranger comes among them,

they lodge and entertain him in the beft
~ manner they are able, and generally refufe
all payment for their fervices, unlefs it be
a little bit of tobacco, which they are im-
moderately fond of fmoaking.

ToMmy.

Poor people, how I pity them to live
fuch an ushappy life! 1 fhould think the
fatigues and hardfhips they undergo, malt
kill them in a very fhort {pace of time !

Mr. BARLOW.

Have you then obferved that thofe who
eat and drink the moft, and undergo the
leaft fatigue, are the moft free from dif-
cafes?

Tommy.

Not always; for I remember that there
are two or three gentlémen that .come to
dine at my father’s, who eat an amazing
quantity of meat, befides drinking a great

VOL.‘II. B _ deal
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deal of wine; and thefe poor gentlemen
have loft the ufe of almoft all their limbs,
Their legs are fo {welled that they are al-
moft as big as their bodies; their feet are
{o tender that they cannot fet them to the
ground, and their knees fo ftiff' that they
cannot bend them. When they arrive,
they are obliged to be helped out of their
coaches by two or three people, and they
come hobbling in upon crutches. But [
never heard them talk about any thing but
eating and drinking in my life.
Mr. Barrow.

And did you ever obferve that any of
the poor had loft the ufe of their limbs by
the fame difeafe ?

Tommy.
I cannot fay I have.
~ Mr. BarLow.

Then perbaps the being confined to a
fcanty diet, to hardfhip, and to exercife,
may not be fo deftruttive as you imagine.
This way of life is even much lefs fo than
the intemperance in which too many of

the
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the rich continually indulge themfelves.
I remember lately reading a fory upon
this {ubje@, which if you pleafe you fhall
hear. Mr. Barlow then read the following

-Hiftory of a furprizing Curk of the Gour.

In one of the provinces of Italy there
lived a wealthy gentleman, who, having no
tafte either for improving his mind or ex-
ercifing “his body, acquired an habit of
eating almoft all’ day long. The whole
extent of his thoughts was what he fhould
eat for dinner, and how he fhould procure
the greateft delicaciés. Italy produces
excellent wines, but thefe were not enough
for our epicure. He fertled agents in dif-
ferent parts of France and Spain to buy
up all the moft generous and coftly wines
of thofe countries. He had correfponden-
cies with all the maritime cities, that he
might be conftantly fupplied with every
fpecies of filh. Every poulterer and fifh-
monger in the town was under articles to
let him have his choice of rarities, He

B2 alfo
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alfo employed a man on purpofe to give
direttions for his paftry and deferts. As
foon as he had breakfafted in the morning,
it was his conftant praétice to retire to his
library ; for he too had a library, although he
never opened a book. When he was there,
he gravely feated himfelf in an eafy chair,
and, tucking a napkin under his chin,
ordered his- head-cook to be fent in to
him. The head-cook inftantly appeared,.
attended by a couple of footmen. who
carried each a filver {alver of a prodigious
fize, on which were cups which contained
fauces of every different flavour which
could be devifed  The gentleman, with
the greateft folemnity, ufed to dip a bit of
bread in each and tafte it; giving his orders
upon the {ubject with as much earneftnefs
and precifion as if he bad been figning
papers for the government of a kingdom,
When this important affair was thus bap-
pily concluded, he generally threw himfelf
upon a couch to repair the fatigues of
fuch an exertion, and refrefh himfeif againt

dinner,



SANDFORD AND MERTON. 29

dinner. When that delightful hour arrived,
it is impoflible to defcribe either the variety
of fifh, flefh, and fowl, which was fet be-
fore him, or the {urprizing greedinefs with
which he eat of all; ftimulating his appe-
tite with the highelt fauces and richeft
wines, till at length he was obliged to
defit, not from being fatisfied, but from
mere inability to contain more.

This kind of life he had long purfued,
but at laft became fo corpulent that he
could hardly move. His belly appeared
prominent like a mountain, his face was
bloated, and his legs, though {welled to
the fize of columns, feemed unable to fup-
port the prodigious weight of his body.
Added to this, he was troubled with con-
tinual indigeftions and racking pains in
feveral of his limbs, which at length ter-
minated in a violent fit of the gout. The
pains, indeed, at length abated, and this un-
fortunate epicure returned to all his former
habits of intemperance.. The interval of ™
eafe however was fhort, and the attacks of

B3 ' his
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his difeale becoming more and more fre-
quent, he was at length deprived of the
ule of almoft all his limbs. In this un-
bappy flate he determined to confult a
phyflician that lived in the fame town, and
had the reputation of performing many
furprizing cures. Dobor, faid the gentle-
man to the phyfician when he arrived, you
fec the miferable ftate to which I am re-
duced. I do indeed, anfwered the phyfician,
and I fuppofe you have contributed to it
by your own intemperance. As to inteme
perance, replied the gentleman, I believe
few have lels te anfwer for than myfelf; I
indeed love a moderate dinner and fupper,
but I never was intoxicated with liquor in
my life. Probably then you fleep ‘too
much, anfwered the phyfician. As to
fleep, faid the gentleman, I am in bed
near twelve hours every night, becaufe I
find the fharpnefs of the morning air ex-
tremely Injurious to my conftitution; but
I am {o troubled with a plagyy flatulency
and heart-burn, that I am fcarcely able to

clofe
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clofe my eyes all night ; or if I do, I find
myfelf almo[’[ ﬁrangled with wind, and
wake in agonies. That 1sa very ¢ alarming
{ymptom mdeed replied the dottor ; T won-
der fo many reftlefs nights do not entirely
wear you-out. They would indeed, an-
fwered the gentleman, if 1 did not make
a fhift to procure a little {leep two or three
times a day, which enables me to hold out
a little longer. As to exercile, continued
the do&or, I fear you are not able to ule
a great deal. Alas! anfwered the fick
man, while I was able, I never failed to
go out in my carriage once or twice a
week ; but in my prefent fituation-I can
no longer bear the gentleft motion. Be-
fides difordering my whole frame, it gives
me fuch intolerable twitches in my limbs,
that you would imagine I was abfolutely
falling to picces. Your cafe, anfwered the
phyfician, is indeed bad, but not quite
defperate ; and if you could abridge the
quantity of your food and {leep, you would
in a fhort time find yourfelf much better.

B4 Alas!
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Alas! anfwered the fick man, I find you
little know the delicacy of my conftitution,
or you would not put me upon a method
which will infallibly defiroy me. When
I rife in a morning, I feel as if all the
powers of life were extinguithed within
me ; my ftomach is opprefled with naufea,
my head with aches and {wimming, and,
above all, 1 feel fuch an intolerable finking
in my fpirits, that without the affiftance of
two or three cordials and fome reftorative
foup, I am confident I never could get
through the morning., No, doftor, I have
{uch a confidence in your fkill; that there
1s no pill or potion you can order me,
which I will not take with pleafure, but, as
to-a chahge in my diet that is impoffible,
That is, anfwered the phyfician, you wifh
for health without being at the trouble of
acquiring it, and imagine that all the con-
tequences of an ill-fpent life are to be
wafhed away by a julep or a decotion of
fenna.  But as I cannot cure you upon
thofe terms, I will not deceive you for an

| inftant,
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inftant. Your cafe is out of the power of
medicine, and you can only be relieved by
your own exertions,

How hard is this, anf{wered the gentle-
man, to be thus abandoned to delpair even
in the prime of life! Cruel and unfeeling
do€lor, will you not attempt any thing. to
procure me eafe? Sir, anfwered the phy-
fician, I have already told you every thing
I know upon the fubject. I muft how-
ever acquaint you, that I have a brother
- phyfician who lives at Padua, a man of
the greatelt learning and integrity, who is
particularly famous for curing the gout.
If you think it worth your while to con-
fult him, I will give you a letter of recom-
mendatian; for he never ftirs from home
even to attend a prince.

Here the converfation ended; for the
gentleman, who did not like the trouble of
the journey, took his leave of the phyfi-
cian, and returned home, very much dif-
pirited. Ina little while he either was, or
fancied himfelf, worfe, and as the idea of

B 5 the
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the Paduan phyfician had never left his
head, he at lalt refolutely determined to
fet out upon the journey. For this pur-
pofe he had a litter fo contrived that he
could lie recumbent, or recline at his eafe
and eat his meals. The diftance was not
above one day’s tolerable journey, but the
gentleman wifely refolved to make four
of it for fear of over-fatiguing himfelf.
He had, befides, a loaded waggon attend-
ing, filled with every thing that confti-
tutes good eating ; and two of his cooks
went with him, that nothing might be
wanting to his accommodation upon the
road. Afier a wearifome journey, he at
length arrived within fight of Padua, and
eagerly inquiring after the houfe of Dr.,
Ramozini, was foon directed to the fpot.
Then, having been helped out of his car-
riage by half a dozen of his fervants, he
was fhewn into a neat but plain parlour,
from which he had the profpeét of twenty
or thirty people at dinner in a {pactous
hall, In the middie of them was the

learned
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learned do&or himfelf, who with much
complacence invited the company to eat
heartily. My good friend, faid the dottor,
to a pale-looking man on Hhis right hand,
you muft eat three flices more of this roaft
beef, or you will never lofe your ague.
My friend, faid he to another, drink off’
this glafs of porter; it is juft arrived from
England, and is a fpecific for nervousfevers.
Do not ftuff your child fo with macarcni,.
added he, turning to a woman, if youw
would wifh to cure him of the fcrophula.
Good man, faid he to a fourth, how goes
on the ulecer in your leg? Much better
indeed, replied the man, fince I have lived
at your honour’s table. Well, replied the
phyfician, in a fortnight you will be per-
fettly cured, if you do but drink wine
enough. Thank heaven, faid the gentle-
man, who had heard all this with infinite
pléafure, I have at laft met with. a reafon-
able phyfician; he will not confine me to:
bread and water, nor ftarve me under pre--
tence of curing me, like that confounded

B 6 _ quack
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quack from whofe ‘clutches I have fo
luckily efcaped. At length the doétor dif~
miffed his company, who retired loading
him with thanks and bleflings. He then
approached the gentleman and welcomed
him with the greatelt politenefs, who pre-
fented him with his letters of srecommenda-
tion ; which after the phyfician-had perufed,
he thus accofted him: Sir, the letter of
my learned friend has fully inftruéted me in.
the particulars of your cale . it is indeed a
difficult one, but ¥ think you have no reafon
to defpair of a perfeét recovery. 1f, added
he, you choofe to put yourfelf under my
care, I will employ all the fecrets of my art
for your affitance; but one condition is
abfolutely indifpenfable; you muft fend
away all your fervauts, and {olemnly engage
to follow my prefcriptions for at leaft a
month : without this compliance 1 would
not undertake the cure evem of a monarch.
Dottor,anfwered the gentleman, what1have
feen of your profeflion, does not, I confefs,,

much prejudice me in their favour, and I
fhould
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fhould hefitate to agree to fuch a propofal
from any other individual.. Do asyou like,
fir, anfwered the phyfician; the employing,
me or not, is entirely voluntary on your
part. But as I am above the common
mercenary views of gain, I never ftake the
reputation of fo noble an art, without a
rational profpett. of fuccefs. And what
{fuccefls can I hope for in {o obftinate a dif-
order, unlefs the patient will confent toafair
experiment of what I can effe€t ? Indeed,
replied the gentleman, what you fay is {o
candid, and your whole behaviour fo much
interefts me 1n ydur favour, that I will im-
mediately give you proofs of the moft un-
bounded confidence.. - He then {ent for
his fervants, and ordered them to return
home, and not to come near him till a whole
month was elapfed. When they were gone,
the phyfician afked him how he fupported
the journey. Why really,anfwc—:rc—:d.he,much
better than I could have expetted.  But L
feel myfelfunufuallyhung{y; and therefore,
with your permiffion, fhall beg to have the

hour
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bour of fupper a little haftened, Moft
willingly, anfwered the door; at eight
o'clock every thing fhall be ready for your
entertainment. In the mean time you will
permit me to vifit my patients, |
While the phyfician was abfent, the gen-
tleman was pleafing his imagination with
the thoughts of the excellent fupper he
thould make. Doubtlefs, faid he to him-
felf, if Signor Ramozini treats the poor in
fuch an hofpitable manner, he will fpare
nothing for the entertainment of a man of
my importance. I have heard there are
delicious trouts and ortolans in this part of
Italy. I make no doubt but the doftor
keeps an exellent cock ; and I fhall have
no reafon to repent the difmiflion of my fer-
vants, With thefe ideas he kept himfelf
fome time amufed; at length his appetite
growing keener and keener every inftant,
from falting longer than ordinary, he loft
all patience, and, calling one of the fervants |
of the houfe, inquired for fome litte nice
thing to ftay his ftomach till the hour of

3 fuppcr,
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fupper. Sir, faid the fervant, I would gladly
oblige you, but it is as much as my place is
worth: my mafter is the beft and molft
generous of men; but {o great is his atten-
tion to his houfe-patients that he will not
fuffer one of them to eat unlefs in his'pre-
fence. However, fir, have patience; in
two hours more the fupper will be ready,
and then you muay indemnify yourfelf for all.
Thus was the gentleman compelled to pafs
two hours more without food, a degree of
abftinence he had not prattifed for almoft
twenty years. He complained bitterly of
the flownefs of time, and was continually
inquiring what was the hour ; at length the
do&or returned punétual to his time, and
ordered the fupperto be brought in.  Ac-
cordingly fix difhes were fet upon the table
with great folemnity, all under cover, and
the gentleman flattered himfelf he fhould
now be rewarded for his long abflinence.
As they were fitting down to table, the
learned Ramozini thus accofted his gueft :
Before you give a loofe to your appetite,

fir,
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fir, I mult acquaint you, that, as the moft
effeCtual method of fubduing this obftinate
difeafe,all yourfood and drink will be mixed
up with fuch medicinal fubftances as your
cafe requires. They will not be indeed
difcoverable by any of your fenfes; but as
their effels are equally ftrong and certain,
I muft recommend to you to eat with mode-
ration. Having faid this, he ordered the
difhes to be uncovered, which, to the ex-
treme aflonilbment of the gentleman, con-
tained nothing but olives, dried figs, dates,
fome roafted apples, a few boiled eggs, and
a piece of hard cheefe. Heaven and earth,
cried the gentleman, lofing all patience at
this mortifying {pe€tacle, is this the enter
tainment you have prepared for me, with
fo many fpeeches and prefaces? Do you
imagine that a perfon of my fortune can
fup on f{uch contemptible fare as would
hardly fatisfy the wretched peafants whom I
faw at dinnerin your hall? Have patience,
my dear fir, replied the phyfician; itis the
extreme anxiety I have for your welfare that

: compels
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compels me to treat you with this apparent
incivility., Your blood is all in a ferment
with the violent exercife you have under-
gone; and were I rathly to indulge your
craving appetites, a feverior pleurify might
be the confequence. But to-morrow I
hepe you will be cooler, and then you may
live in a ftile more adapted to your quality.
The gentleman began to comfort himfelf
with this reﬂe&i:)n, and, as there was no
help, he at laft determined to wait with pa-
tience another night. He accordingly tafted
a few of the dates and olives, eat a piece of
cheefe with a flice of excellent bread, and
found himfelf more refrefhed than he could
have imagined was poffible, from f{uch an
homely meal. When he had nearly fupped
he wanted fomething to drink, and, oblerv-
ing nothing but water upon the table,
defired one of the fervants to bring him a
little wine. Not as you value the life of this
illuftrious gentleman, cried out the phyfi-
cian. Sir, added he, turning to his gueft,
it is with inexpreffible reluttance that 1

cons=
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contradict you, but wine would be at pre-
fent a mortal poifon ; therefore, pleafe to
content yourfelf, for one night only, with a

glafs of this moft excellent and refrefhing
mineral water. The gentleman was again
compelled to fubmit, and drank the water
with a variety of {trange grimaces. After
the cloth was removed, Signor Ramozini
entertained the gentleman with fome agree-
able and improving converfation, for about
an hour, and then propofed to his patient
that he fhould retire to rel. This propofal
the gentleman gladly accepted, as he found
himfeif fatigued with his journey, and un-
ufually difpofed to fleep. The do€or then
retired, and ordered one of his fervants to
thew the gentleman to his chamber, He
was accordingly condufied into a neigh-
bouring room, where there was little to be
feen, but a homely bed, without furniture,
with nothing to {leep upon but a matrals
almoft as hard as the floor. At this the
gentleman burftinto aviolent palfion again:
Villain, faid he to the fervant, it is impoffi-

ble
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ble your mafter fhould dare to confine me
to fuch a wretched dog-hole! fhew me into
another room immediately ! Sir, anfwered
the fervant with profound humility, I am
heartily forry the chamber does not pleafe
you ; but I am morally certain I have not
miftaken my mafter’s order, and I have too
great a refpe for you to think of difobey-
ing him in a point, which concerns your
precious life. Saying this he went out of
the room, and, fhutting the door on the out-
fide, left the gentleman to his meditations.
They were not very agreeable at firft ; how-
ever, as he faw no remedy, he undrefled
himfelfand entered the wretched bed, where
he prefently fell afleep while be was medi-
tating revenge upon the dottor and his
whole family.

The gentlefnan {lept fo foundly that he
did not awake till morning, and then the
phyfician came into his room, and with
the greateft tendernefls and civility inquired
after his health. He had indeed fallen a-
fleep in very ill humour, but his night’s reft

had
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had much compofed his mind, and the
effe€t of this was increafed by the extreme
politenefs of the do&tor; {o that he anfwered
with tolerable temper, only making bitter
complaints of the homelinefs of his accom-
modation. My deareft fir, anfwered the
phyﬁcian, did I not make a previous agrce-
ment with you, that you fhould fubmit to
my management? Can you imagine that
I have any other end in view than the im-
provement of your health ? It is not pofii-
ble that you fhould in every thing perceive
the reafons of my conduét, which is founded
upon the moft accurate theory and experi-
ence. However, in this cafe, I muft in-
form you that I have found out the art of
making my very beds medicinal ; and this
you muft confefs, from the excellent night
you have pafled. I cannot impart the fame
falutary virtues to down or filk, and there-
fore, though very much againft my incli-
nations, I have been compelled to lodge
you in this homely manner, But now, if
you pleafe, it is time to rife. Ramozini

then
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~then rang for his fervants, and the gentle-
man fuffered himfelf to be drefled. At
breakfaft the gentleman expected to fare a
little better ; but his relentlefs guardian
would {uffer him to tafte nothing but a flice
of bread and a porringer of water gruel,
all which he defended, very little to his
gueft’s fatisfaétion, upon the moft unerring
principles of medical fcience,

After breakfaft had been fometime finifth-
ed, dottor Ramozini told his patient it was
time to begin the great work of reftoring
him to the ufe of his limbs. He accord-
ingly bad him carried into a little room,
where he defired the gentleman to attempt
toftand. That is impoffible, anfwered the
patient, for I have not been able to ufe a
leg thefe three years, Prop yourfelf, then,
upon your crutches, and lean againft the
wall to fupport yourfelf, anfwered the phy-
fician ; the gentleman did o, and the doc-
tor went abruptly out, and locked the door
after him. He had not been long in this
fituation, before be felt the floor of the

. . chamber,
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chamber, which he had not before perceiv-
ed, to be compofed of plates of iron, grow
immoderately hot under his fect. He called
the dottor and his fervants, but to no pur-
pole; he then began to utter loud vocifera=
tions and menaces, but all was equally in-
effe&ual ; he raved, he fwore, he promifed,
he intreated, but no body came to his affift-
ance, and the heat grew more intenfe every
inftant.  Atlength neceffity compelled him
to hop upon one leg in order to reft the
other, and this he did with greater agility
than he could conceive was poflible ; pre-
fently the other leg began to burn, and then
he hopped again upon the other. Thus he
went on hopping about, with this involun-

tary exercife, till he had ftretched every

finew and mufcle more than he had done
for feveral years before, and thrown himf{elf
into a profufe perfpiration. When the
doGor was fatisfied with the exertions of
his patient, he {ent into the room an eafy
chair for him to reft upon, and fuffered the
floor to cool as gradually as it had been

heated.
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heated. Then it was that the fick man for
the firft time began to be fenfible of the
real ufe and pleafure of repofe; he had
earned it by fatigue, without which it can
never prove cither falutary or agreeable.
At dinner, the dotlor appeared again to his
patient, and made him a thoufand apologies
for the liberties he had taken with his per-
fon; thefe excufes he received with a kind
of {ullen civility ; however his anger was a
little mitigated by the fmell of a roafted
pullet, which was brought to table and fet
before .him. He now, from exercife and
abftinence, began to find a relilh in his vic-
tuals which he had never done before, and
the dottor permitted him to mingle a little
wine with his water. Thefe compliances how-
everwere fo extremely irkfome to histemper,
that the month feemed to pafs awayas flowly
asa year. When it wasexpired,and his fer-
vants came to alk his orders, he inftantly
threw himfelf into his carriage without
taking leave either of the door or his fa-
mily. When he came to refle€t upon the

treatment
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¢reatment he had received, his forced ex-
ercifes, his involuntary abftinence, and ali
the other mortifications he had undergone,
he could not conceive but it muft be a plot
of the phyfician he had left behind, and, full
of rage and indignation, drove direftly to
his houfe in order to reproach him with it.
The phyfician happened to be at home, but
{carcely knew his patient again, though after
{o fhort an abfence. He had fhrunk to half -
his former bulk, his look and colour were
mended, and he had entirely thrown away
his crutches. When he had given vent to
all that his anger could {fuggeft, the phyfician
coolly anfwered in the following manner :
I know not, fir, what right you have to
make me thefe reproaches, fince it was not
by my perfuafion that you put yourfelf un-
der the care of doflor Ramozini.  Yes, fir,
but you gave me an high charater of his
{kill and integrity. Has he then deceived
you in either, or do you find yourfelf worle
than when you put your{elf under his care
I cannot fay that, anfwered the gentleman.

Iam,
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I am, to be fure, furprizingly improved in
my digeltion ; I {leep better than ever I did
before; I eat with an appetite; and I can
walk, almoft as well as ever I could in my
life. And do you ferioufly come, faid the
phyfician, to complain of a man that has
~effetted all thefe miracles for you'in fo
fhort a time; and, unlefs you are now want-
ing to yourfelf, has given you a degree of
life and health which you had not the
~ {malleft reafon to expett? The gentleman,
who had not {ufficiently confidered all thefe
advantages, began to look a little confufed,
and the phyfician thus went on: All thas you
have to complain of is, that you have been
involuntarily your owndupe, and cheatedin-
to health and happinefs. You went to doflor
Ramozini, and faw a parcel of miferable
wretches comfortably at dinner. That great
and worthy man is the father of all about
him : he knows that moft of the difeafes of
the poor originate in their want of food
and neceffaries ; and-therefore benevolently
aflifts them with better diet and cloathing.

Vou. II. 9 S The
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The rich, on the contrary, are generally the
yiftims of their own floth and intempe-
rance; and therefore he finds it neceffary
to ule a C‘ontrary'r‘ilethod ofcure,; exercife,
abftinence, and wmortification. You, fir,
have been indeed ‘treated like a child,
but it has been for your own advan-
tage. Neither your bed, nor meat, nor
drink, has ever been medicated; all the
wonderful change that has been produced,
has been by giving you better habits, and
rouzing the {lumbering powers of your
own conflitution. As to deception, you
have none to complain of, except what
proceeded from your own foolifh imagina-
tion ; which perfuaded you that a phyfician
was to regulate his condul by the folly
and intempcrance of his patient, Asto all
the refl, he onity promifed to exert all the
Yecrets of his art for your cure ; and this, I
am witnefs, he has done fo effettually, that
wete you to reward him with half your
fortune, it would hardly be too much for

his defexts,
T 'he
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The gentleman, who did not want either
fenfe or generofity, could not help feeling
the force of what was faid. He therefore
made an handfome apology for his beha-
viour, and inftantly difpatched a fervant to
Dottor Ramozini, with a handfome prefent,
and aletter exprefling the higheft gratitude.
And fo much fatisfattion did be find in the
amendment of his health and {pirits, that he
never again relapfed into his former habits
of intemperance, but, by conftant exercife
and uniform moderation, continued free
from any confiderable difeale to a very
comfortable old age.

Indeed, faid Tommy, this is a very di-
verting, comical ftory, and 1 fhould like
very much to tell it to the gouty gentlemen
that come to our houfe. That, anfwered

Mr. Barlow, would be highly improper,

unlefs you were particularly defired. Thole
gentlemen cannot be ignorant that fuch un-
bounded indulgence of their appetites can
only tend to increafe the dileafe, and there-
fore you could teach them nothing new

Co2 upoa
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upon the fubjeét. Butitwould appear highly
improper in fuch a little boy as you, to take
upon him to inftrut others, while he all the
time wants fo much inflruion himfelf.
Thus, continued Mr. Barlow, you f{ee by this
ftory, which 1s applicable to half the rich in

.moft countries,thatintemperance and excefs

are full as dangerous as want and hardfhip.
As to the Laplanders, whom you were in
fo much pain about, they are fome of the
healthieft people which the world produces.
They generally live to an extreme old age,
free from all the common difeafes which we
are acquainted with, and {ubjett to no other
inconveniency than blindnefs, which is fup-
pofed to arife from the continual profpect of
{fnow, and the conftant [moke with which
they are furrounded in their huts.

Some few days after this converfation,
when the {now was a good deal worn away,
though the froft and cold continued, the
two little boys went out to take a walk.
Infenfibly they wandered fo far that they
fcarcely knew their way, and therefore re-

folved
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folved to return as fpeedily as poffible.
But, unfortunately, in pafling through a
wood, they entirely miffed the track and.
loft themfelves. To add to their diftrefs, the
wind began to blow moft bitterly from the
north, and a violent fhower of fnow coming
on, obliged them to feck the thickeft (heiter
they could find. There happened fortu-
nately to be near an aged oak, whofe infide
gradually decaying was worn away by time,
and afforded an ample opening to fhelter
them from the ftorm. Into this the two
little boys crept fafe, and endeavoured to-
keepeach other warm, while aviolentfhower
of fnow and fleet fell all around, and gradu-
ally covered the earth. Tommy, who had
been little ufed to hardthip, bore it for fome
time with fortitude, and without uttering a
complaint. At length hunger and fear took
entire pofleflion of his foul, and turning to
H'arry with watery eyes and a mournful
~ voice, he alked- him what they fhould do.
Do, faid Harry, we muft wait here, I think,
till the weather clears up a little, and then
we will endeavour to find the way home.
C3 Toummy,
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Tommy.

But what if the weather fhould not clear

up at all ? ;
Harny.

In that cale we mull either endeavour to
find our way <through the fnow, or flay
here, where we are fo conveniently fhel-
tered, 1

Tommy.

But oh! what a dreadful thing it is to be
here all alone in this dreary wood! And
then I am fo hungry, and fo cold: oh!
that we had but a little fire to warm us!

Harry.

I have hcard that (hipwrecked petfons,.
when they have been. caft away upon a de-
fert coaft, have made a fire to warm them-
{elves by rubbing two pieces of wood to-
gether till they caught fire; or, here is a bet-
ter thing, I have a large knife in my pocket,
and if I could but find a piece of flint, 1
could eafily ftrike fire with the back of it.

Harry then fearched about, and with fome
little difficulty found a couple of flints, as

1
ine
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the ground was ncarly hidden with {now,

Ie then took the flints, and firiking one

upon the other with all his force, he thivered

them into {everal pieces; out of thefe he

chofe the thinneft and fharpeft, and told

Tommy with a fmile, that he believed that

would do. He then took the flint, and

firiking it feveral times againft the back of

his knife, produced feveral fparks of fire.

This, faid Harry, will be fufficient to light a

fire, if we can but find fomething of a fuffi-
cient combuftible nature to kindle from
thele fparks, He then collefted all the

drieft leaves he could find, with little de-

cayed pieces of wood, and piling them into

an heap, endeavoured to kindle a blaze by

the [parks which he continually ftruck from

his knife and the flint. But it was in vain ;

 the leaves were not of a futficiently combuf-
tible nature, and while he wearied himfelf
in vain, they were not at all the more ad-
vanced. Tommy, who beheld the ill fuccefls
of his friend, began to be more and more
terrified, and in defpair aflked Harry again
C 4 ' what
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what they fhould do. Harry anfwered, that,
as they had failed in their attempt to warm
themlelves, the beft thing they could do,
was to endeavour to find their way home,
more elpecially as the fhow had now ceafed,
and the fky was become much clearer.

- This Tommy confented to, and with infi

nite difficulty they began their march:
for, as the fnow had completely covered
every track, and the day-light began to fail,
they wandered at random through a vaft and

“pathlefs wood. At every ftep which Tom-

my took, he {unk almoft to his knees in
Inow, the wind was bleak and cold, and it
was with infinite difficulty that Harry could
prevail upon him to continue his journey,
At length, however, as they thus purfued
their way, with infinite toil, they came to
fome lighted embers, which either fome
labourers, or fome wandering paflengers,
had lately quitted, and which were yet un-
extinguithed. See, faid Harry, with joy,
fee what a Jucky chance is this! Here is'a

fire ready lighted for us, which needs only

the
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the affitance of a little wood to make it
burn. Harry then again collefted all the
dry pieces he could find, and piled them
upon the embers, which in a few moments
began to blaze, and diffuled a chearful
warmth., Tommy then began to warm and
chafe bis almoft frozen limbs over the fire
with infinite delight ; at length he could not
help obferﬁzing to Harry, that he never
could have believed that a few dried ticks
could have been of fo much conlequence to
him. Ah! anfwered Harry, Mafter Tom-
my, you have been brought up in fuch a
manner that you never knew what 1t was to
want any thing. But that is mot the cale
with thoufands and millions of people. "1
have feen hundreds of poor children that
have neither bread to eat, fire to warm, por
clothes to cover them. Only think, then,
what a difagreeable fituation they muft be
in: yet they are o accuftomed to hardfhip,
that they do not cry iu twelvemonth as

much as you have done within this quarter

of an hour,

Cs Why,
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Why, anfwered Tommy, a Tittle difcon-
certed at the obfervation of his crying, it
cannot be expefied that gentlemen fhould
be able to bear all thefe inconvenijences as
wellasthe poor. Why not? anfiered Harry:
Is not a gentleman as much a man as the
poor can be? And, if he is a man, fhould
he not acctuftom himfelf to fupport every
thing that his fcllow-creatures do?

Tommy.

That is very true—But he will have all
the conveniences of life provided for him,
vitluals to eat, a good warm bed, and fire
to warm him, ;

; HaRry.

But he is not fure of having all thefe
things as long as he lives.—Befides, 1 have
often obferved the gentlemen and ladies in
our neighbourhood,riding about in coaches,
and covered from head to foot, yet fhaking
with the lealt breath of air as if they all had
agues ; while the children of the poor run
about bare-footed upon the ice, and divert
themfelves with making fnow-balls.

3 Tommy,
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. ToMmmy. :
That is indeed true, for I have feen m

mother’s vifitors fitting over the warmefl -

fre that could be made, and. complaining
of cold, while the labourers out of doors
were ftripped to their fhirts to work, and
never minded it in the lealt.

HARrRRY.

Then I fhould think that “exercife, by
which a perfon can warm himfelf when he
pleafes, 1s infinitely a better thing than alk
thefe conveniences you {peak of ; becaufe,
after all, they wilk not hindera perfon from
being cold, but exercife will warm him in
an inftant, '
' ToMMY.

But then it is not proper for gentlemen
i do the fame kind of work with the com-
mon people,

HARRY.

But is it not proper for 2 gentleman to

have his body ftout and hardy ?
ToMMY. |

To be fure it is.
C6 HARRY,
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Harry.

Why then he muft fometimes labour
and ufe his limbs, or elfe he will never be
able to do it.

Tommy.

What, cannot a perfon be ftrong with-

out working ? ‘
HARrry.

You can judge for yourfelf. You very
often. have fine young gentlemen at your
father’s houfe, and are any of them as ftrong
as the fons of the farmers in the neighbour-
hood, that are always ufed to handle an
hoe, a fpade, a fork, and other tools ?

Tommy,

Indeed, I believe that is true, for I think
I am become ftronger myfelf, fince [ have
learned to divert myfelf in Mr. Barlow’s
garden,

As they were converfing in this man-
ner, a little boy came finging along, with
a bundle of flicks at his back, and as
foon as Harry faw him he recolle@ed bim,

and
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and cried out, As I am alive here is Jacky
Smithers, the little ragged boy that you
gave the clothes to in the fummer; be
lives, I dare fay, in the neighbourhood,
and either he, or his father, will now fhew
you the way home, Harry then fpoke
to the boy, and afked him if he could
fhew them the way out of the wood.
Yes furely I can, anfwered the boy, but
I never fhould have thought of feeing
mafter Merton out fo late, in fuch a tem-
peftuous night as this. But, if you will
come with me to my father’s cottage, you
may warm yourfelf at our fire, and father
will run to Mr. Barlow to let him know
you are fafe. Tommy accepted the offex
with joy, and the little boy led them out
of the wood, and in a few minutes they
came to a {mall cottage which ftood by
the {ide of the road. - When they eptered,
they faw-a middle aged woman bufy in
fpinning, the eldeft girl was cooking fome
broth over the fire, the father was fitting
in the chimney corner, and reading a book,

while
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while three or four ragged children were
tumbling upon the floor, and creeping be-
tween their father’s legs. Daddy, fays-the
little boy, as he came in, here is mafter
Merton, that was {o good to us all in the
fummer. He has loft his way in the
wood, and is almofl perithed in the fnow.
The man upon this arofe, and with much
civility defired the two little boys to feat
themfelves by the fire, while the good wo-
man ran to fetch her largeft faggot, which
fhe threw upon the fire, and created a
chearful blaze in an inftant. There, my
dear liitle mafter, faid fhe, you may at
leaflt refrefh yourfelf a little by our fire, and
I with 1 bad any thing to cffer you that
you could eat. Rut I am afraid you
would never be able to bear fuch coarfe
brown bread as weipoor folks are obliged
to eat. Indeed; faid Tommy, my good
mother, I have fafted fo long and am fo
bungry, that I think [ could eat any thing,
Well then, anfwered the woman, here is -
a little bit of gammon of bacon, which I
will
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will broil for you upon the embers, and if
you can make a fupper you are heartily
welcome.

While the good woman was thus pre-
paring fupper, the man had clofed his book
and placed it with great refpe€t upon a fhelf;
which gave Tommy the curiofity to afk him
what he was reading about. Malter, an-
fwered the man, I am reading the book
which teaches me my duty towards man,
and my obligations to God ; 1 was reading
the Gofpel of Jefus Chrift, when you came
in, and teaching it to my children,

Tommy. ‘
Indeed T have heard of that goodbook ?

Mr. Barlow has often read part of it to me,

and promifed I {hould read it myfelf. . That

is the book they read at church; I liave
often heard Mr. Barlow read it to the peo-
ple; and he always reads it fo well and fo
affe@lingly, that every body liftens, and you
may hear even a pin drop upon the pave-

MEen
THE

e
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TuE Man.

Yes, mafter, Mr. Barlow is a worthy fer-
vant and follower of Jefus Chrift himfelf,
He is the friend of all the poor in the neigh-
bourhood. He gives us food and medi-
cines when we are ill ; he employs us when
we can find no work. But what we are
even more obliged to him for, than the giv-
ing us food and raiment, and life itfelf, he
inftrufts us in our duty, makes us alhamed
of our faults, and teaches us how we may
be happy not only here, but in another
world. I was once an idle, abandoned
man myfelf, given up to {wearing and

drinking, neglefting my family, and taking
no thought for my poor wife and children.
But fince Mr. Barlow has taught me better
things, and made me acguainted with this
bleffed book, my life and manners, I hope,
are much amended, and I do my duty bet-
ter to my poor family., That indeed you
do, Robin, an{wered the woman ; there is
no6t now a better and kinder hufband in the
world : you have not wafted an idle penny
or
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or a moment’s time, thefe two years; and
without that unfortunate fever, which pre-
.vented you from working laft harvelt, we
fhould have the greatelt reafon to be all
contented. Have we not the greateft rea-
" fon now, anfwered the man, to be not only
contented, but thankful, for all the bleflings
we enjoy ? It is true, that I and feveral of
the children, were ill this year for many
weeks; but did we not all efcape, through
the blefling of God, and the care of good
Mr. Barlow, and this worthy Mafter Sand-
ford, who brought us vi€tuals fo many days,
with his own hands, when we otherwife
fhould perhaps have ftarved ? Have I not
had very good employment ever fince, and
do 1 not now earn fix fhillings a week,
which is a very comfortable thing, when
many poor wretches as good as I, are ftarv-
ing becaufe they cannot find employment ?

Six fhillings a week ! fix fhillings a week !
anfwered Tommy in amazement; and 1s
that all you and your wife and children

have to live on for a whole week ?
Tug

——
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Tue Man,
Notall, mafter ; my wife fometimes earns
a fhilling or eighteen-pence a week by fpin-
ning; and our eldeft daughter begins to do

{omething that way, but not much.

. Tommy.
That makes feyen thillings and fixpence

-a weck.,  'Why, I have known my mother

give more than that, to goto a place where
outlandifh. people fing. I have feen her
and other ladies give a man a guinea for
drefling their hair. And I knew a little
mifs, whole father gives half a guinea a
time to a litile Frenchman, that teaches her
to jump and caper about the room.
Mafter, replied the man {miling, thele
are great gentlefolks that you are talking
about ; they are very rich, and have a right
to do what they pleale with their own. It
is the duty of us poor folks to labour hard,

~ take what we can get, and thank the great

and wife God, that our condition is no
worle.
Tovmmy.



SANDFORD AND MERTON. 67

ToMMyY.

What, and is it poflible that you can thank
God for living in fuch a houfe as this, and
earning feventhillings and fixpence a week ?

' Tne Man, :

To be fure I can, mafter. Isitnotan att
of his goodnefs, that we have cloaths and a
warm houfe tb fhelter us, and wholelome
food to eat? It was but vefterday that two
poor men came by, who had been calt away
in a fform, and loft their fhip and all they
had. One of thefe poor men had fearcely
any cloaths to cover him, and was: fhaking
all over with a violent ague, and the other
had his toes almoft mortified by walking
bare-footed in the fmow. Am I nota great
deal better. off than ‘thefe poor men, and
perhaps than a thoufand others, who are
at this time toft about upon the waves, or
calt .away, or wandering about the world,
without a (hed to cover them from the wea-
ther, or imprifoned for debt? Might I not
have gone on in committing bad attions,
like many other unhappy men, till 1. had

been
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been guilty of fome notorioys cri’me,v which
might have brought me to a thameful end ?
And ought I not to be grateful for all thefe
bleffings which I poflefs without deferving
them ?

Tommy, who had hitherto enjoyed all
the good things of this life, without re-
fle€ting from whom he had received them,
was very much ftruck with the piety of this
honelt and contented man ; but as he was
going to anfwer, the good woman, who had
laid a clean though coarfe cloth upon her
table, and taken up her favoury fupper in
an earthen plate, invited them to fit down ;
an invitation which both the boys obeyed
with the greatelt pleafure, as they had eaten
nothing f{ince the morning. In the mean
time the honeft man of the houfe had taken
‘his bat, and walked to Mr, Barlow’s to in-
form him that his two pupils were fafe in
the neighbourhood. Mr. Barlow had long
fuffered the greateft uneafinefs at their ab<
fence, and, not contented with fchding after
them on every fide, was at that very time

bufy
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bufy in the purfuit; fo that the man met

him about half way from his own houfe.
As foon as Mr. Barlow heard the good
news, he determined to return with the
man, and reached hishoufe juft as Tom-
my Merton had finifhed one of the heartieft
meals he had ever made. The little boys
rofe up to meet Mr. Barlow, and thanked
him for his kindnels, and the pains he had
taken to look after them, cxprefling their
concern for the accident which had hap-
pened, and the unecafinefs which, without
defigning it, they had occafioned : but he,
with the greateft good-nature, advifed them
to be more cautious for the future, and not
to extend their walks {o far ; then thanking
the worthy people of the houfe, he offered

‘to condutt them ; and they all three fet

out together, in.a very cold, but fine and
ftar light evening.  Asthey went home, he
renewed his caution, and told them the
dangers they had incurred., Many people,
faid he, in your fituation, have been fur-
prized by an unexpetled ftorm, and lofing

their

e e
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their way have perifhed with cold. Some-
times both men and bealts, not being able
to difcern their accuftomed track, have
fallen into deep pits filled up and covered
with the fnow, where they have been found
buried feveral feet ‘deep and frozen to
death. And is it impoffible, faid Tominy,
in fuch a cale to efcape? In general it is,
da2id Mr. Barlow, but there have been {fome
extraordinary inftances of perfons who have
lived feveral days in that condition, and
yet been taken out alive; to-morrow you
fhall read a remarkable ftory to that pur-
pole.

As they were thus walking on, Tommy
looked up at the fky, where all the fiars
glimmered with unufual brightnefs, and
faid, What an innumerable quantity of
ftars is here ! I think I never obferved fo
many before in all my life! Innumerable
as they appear to you, faid Mr. Barlow,
there are perfons that have not only counted

all you now fee, but thoufands more which .

are at prefent invifible to youreye, How
can

o S e D S
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can that be, anfwered Tommy, for there is
neither beginning nor end ? They are {cat-
tered {o confufedly about the {ky, that I
fhould think it as impoflible to number
them as the flakes of {now that fell to-day,
while we were in the wood. = At this Mr.
Barlow {miled, and faid, that he believed
Harry could give him a different account,
although perhaps he could not number them
all.  Harry, faid he, cannot you fhew
your companion fome of the conftellations ?
Yes, anfwered Harry, I believe 1 remem-
ber fome, that you have been fo good to

teach me. But pray, fir, faid Tommy,

what is a conftellation? Thofe, anfwered
Mr. Barlow, that firft began to obferve the

‘heavens, as you do now, have obferved

certain ftars, remarkable either for their
brightnels or pofition. To thefe they have
given a particular name, that they might
the more ealily know them again, and
difcourfe of them to others; and thefe
particular clufters of ftars thus joined toge-
ther and named, they call confiellations,

But
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But come, Harry, you are a little farmer,
and can certainly point out to us Charles’s
wain. Harry then looked up to the fky,
and pointed out {even very bright ftars to-
wards the north. You are right, faid. Mr,
Barlow ; four of thefe ftars have put the
common people in mind of the four wheels
of a waggon, and the three others of the
horfes; therefore, they have called them
by this name. Now, Tommy, look well at
thefe, and fee if you can find any feven
ftars in the whole fky, that refemble them
in their pofition.
Tommy.
Indeed, fir, I do not think I can.
Mr. BarLow.

Do you not think, then, that you can find

them again ? ;
Tommy.

I will try, fir,—Now, I will take my eye
off, and look another way.—I proteft I can-
not find them again.—Oh ! I believe there
they are—Pray, fir, (pointing with his fin-
ger,) is not that Charles’s wain ?

Mr,
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Mr. BarLoOw.
- You areright, and by remembering thefe

ftars, you may very eafily obferve thofe

which are next to them, and learn their
names too; till you are acquainted with
- the whole face of -the heavens.
Tommy,
That is indeed very clever and very fur-
prizing. I will fhew my mother Charles’s

wain, the firflt time I go home: I dare fay.

fhe has never obferved it.
| Mr. BarrLow.

But look on the two ftars which compofe
the hinder wheel of the waggon, and raife
your eye up towards the top of the fky ;
do you not fee a very bright ftar, that
feems to be almoft, but not quite, in a line
with the two others?

Tommy,

Yes, fir—I fee it plain.

Mr. Barrow.

That is called the pole-ftar; it never
moves from its place, ‘and, by looking full
at it, you may always find the north,

Vou, 11, D Tommy,
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 Tommy.,
Then, if I turn my face towardsthat ftar,
1 always look to the north. ;
Mr. BArRLOW.
You are right.
. Tommy.
Then I fhall turn my back to the fouth.
Mr. BaArRrLow.

You are right again; and now cannot
you find the eaft and welt? ;
Tommy.

Is not the eaft where the {un rifes?

: Mr. BarLOowW.

Yes; but there is no fun to direét yow
now.

TomMmy.
Then, fir, I cannot find 1t out, '
Mr. BARLOW.
Do not you know, Harry ?
Harry.

I believe, fir, that, if you turn your face
to the north, the eaft will be on the right
hand, and the weit on the left,
| Mr,

R T e e L e T AT
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Mr. BArRLow.
Perfeétly right.
Tommy.
That is very clever indeed ; fo then, by

knowing the pole-flar, I can always find
- north, eaft, weft, and fouth. But you faid

that the pole-flar never moves; do the

other flars, then, move out of their places ?
Mr. Barrow.

That is a queftion you may learn to an-

fwer yourfelf, by obferving the prefent ap-

pearance of the heavens; and then examin-

ing whether the ftars change their places at
any future time,
' Tommy.

But, fir, T have thought that it would be
a good contrivance, in order to remember
their fituations, if I were to draw them up-

on a bit of paper.

- Mr. Barrow.
But how would you do that ?
Tommy, |
I would make a mark upon the paper for

every ftar in Charles’s wain, and I would

D2 place
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place the marks juft as I fec the [tars placed
in the fky, and [ would intreat you to write
the names for me, and this I would do till
I was acquainted with all the ftars in the
heavens.

Mr. BArRLOW,

That would be an excellent way ; but
you fee a paper isflat: is that the form of
the fky ?

Tommy.

No, the fky feems to rife from the earth
on every fide like the dome of a great
church. ;

Mr. Barrow.

Then if you were to have fome round
body, I fhould think it would correfpond
to the different parts of the fky, and you
might place your ftars with more exaétnefs.

Tommy.

That is true indeed, fir; I wifh I had
juft fuch a globe.

Mr. BarLow,

Well, juft fuch a globe 1 will endeavour
to procure you.

‘ToMmv,



SANDFORD AND MERTON. 7%

Tommy,
Sir, I am much obliged to you, indced.
But what ufe is it of to know the ftars?
Mr. Barrow,
Were there no other ufe, I fhould think

i there would be a very great pleafure in ob-

ferving fuch a number of glorious, glittering
bodies, as are now above us. We {ome-
times run to {ce a proceflion of coaches, or
a few people in fine clothes ftruttingabout :
we admire a large room that is painted,
and ornamented, and gilded ; but what is
there in all thefe things, to be compared
with the fight of thefe luminous bodies
that adorn every part of the fky ?
Tommy.

That’s true indeed. My lord Wimple’s
great room, that I have heard all the peo-
ple admire fo much, is no more to be
compared to it than the {habbieft thing in
the world.

Mr. BarLow.

Thatisindeed true; butthere are fome,
and thole very impartant ufes, to be derived

Diig from
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from an acquaintance with the ftars,

Harry, do you tell mafter Merton the ftory

of your being loft upon the great moor.
HArry.:

You muft know, mafter Tommy, that I
have an uncle lives about three miles off,
acrofs the great moor, that we have fome-
times walked upon. Now my father, as I
am in general pretty well acquained with
the roads, very often fends me with mef-
fages to my uncle. One evening I came
there fo late, that it was {carcely poflible
to get home again before it was quite
dark : 1t was at that time in the month of
Ocober. .~ My wuncle withed me very
much to ftay at his houfe all night, but
that was not proper for me to do, becaule
my father had ordered me to come back.
So I fet out as foon as I poflibly could;
but jult as I had reached the heath, the
evening grew extremely dark.

Tommy.

And was not you frighted to find your-

felf all alone upon fuch a difmal place ?
Hazrry.
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HarrY.

No: Iknew the worft that could happen
would be that I fhould ftay there all night
and, as foon as ever the morning fhone,
1 fhould have found my way home. But,
however, by the time that I had reached
the middle of the heath, there came on
fuch a violent tempeft of wind, blowing full
in my face, accompanied with fuch a
fhower, that I found it impoffible to conti~
nue my way. So I quitted the track, which
is never very eafy to find, and ran afide to
an holly bufh that was growing at fome
diftance, in order to feek a little {helter..
Here I lay,very conveniently, till the {torm
was almoft over ; then I rofe and attempted
to continue my-way, but unfortunately I
miffed the track and loft myfelf.

Tommy,
That was a very difmal thing mdeed
" HArRY.
I wandered about a great while, but ftill

to no purpofe : I had not a fingle mark to
D 4 dirett
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dire&t me, becaufe the common is fo ex-
tenfive, and fo bare either of treesor houles,
that one may walk for miles and fee no-
thing but heath and furzes, Sometimes I
tore my legs in fcrambling through great
thickets of furze ; now and then I plumped
into a hole full of water, and fhould have
been drowned if I had not learnt to {wim :
{o that at laft, I was going to give it up in
defpair, when looking on one fide, I faw a
light at a little diftance, which {eemed to
be a candle and lantern that fomebody was
carrying acrofs the moor.

Tommy.,

Did not that give you very great com-
fort ?

You fhall hear, anfwered Harry fmiling,
At firft T was doubtful whether I {hould go
up to it: but I confidered that it was not
worth any body’s pains to hurt a poor boy
like me, and that no perfon who was out on
any ill defign, would probably choofe to
carry a light. So I determined boldly to
g0 up to it and inquire the way.

Tommy.

7



SANDFORD AND MERTON, &

Tommy. .
~And did the perfon with the candle and
lantern direét you ?
HARRY.

I began walking up towards it; when,
immediately, the light, which I had firft
obferved on my right hand, moving flowly
along by my fide, changed its direétion,
and went diretly before me, with about
the fame degree of fwiftnefs. 1 thought
this very odd, but I ftill continued the
chace, and, juft as I thought I bhad ap-
proached very near, 1 rumbled into ano-
ther pit, full of water.

Tommy.

That was unlucky indeed.

Harry,

Well, I fcrambled out, and very luckily
on the fame fide with the light, which I
began to follow again, but with as little
faccefs as ever. I had now wandered many
miles about the common; 1 knew no
more where I was, than if I had been fet
down upon an unknown country : I'had no
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hopes of finding my way home, unlefs I
could reach this wandering light; and,
though I could not conceive that the per-
fon who carried it, could know of my be-
ing {o near, he feemed to att, as if he was
determined to avoid me. However, T was

- refolved to make one attempt, and there-

fore I began to run as faft as I was able,
hollowing out at the fame time to the pera
fon that I thought before me, to intreat
him to ftop.
ToMmmy.
And did he?
Haxrry.

Inftead of that, the light which had be-
fore been moving along a {low and eafy
pace, now began to dance along before me,
ten times fafter than before: fo that, in-
ftead ofovertaking it, I found myfelf farther
and farther behind.  Still, however, I ran’
on, till I unwaringly funk up to the middle
in a large bog, out of which I at laft {crame
bled with very great difficulty,  Surprized
at this, and not conceiving that any human

| being
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being conll pafs over fuch a bog as this,

1 determined to purfue it no longer. But

now- 1 was wet @nd weary;; the clouds had
indeed rolled away, and the moon and {tars
began to thine; [ looked arou~d me and
could difcern nothing but a wide, barren
country, without fo much as a tree to fhelter
me, or any animal in fight. I liftened, in
hopes of hearinga theep-bell, or the bark-
ing of a dog; but nothing met my ear,
but the fhrill whiftling of the wind, which
blew fo cold and bieak along that open
country, thatit chilled me to the very heart.
In this fituation, | ftopped a while to con-
fider what 1 {hould do, and raifing my eyes
by accident to the fky, the firit objett I be-
held, was that very conftellation ot Charles’s
wain, andabove it | difcerned the pole-ftar,
glimmering as it were {from the very top of
heaven. Inftantly a thought came into
my mind: I confidered, that when I had
been walking along the road which led to-
wards my uncle’s houfe; I had often ob-
ferved the pole-ﬁ\ar full before me ; there-
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fore it occurred to me, that if I turned my
back exally upon it, and went ftraight
forward in a contrary diretion, it muft
lead ‘me towards my father’s houfe. As
foon as I had formed this refolation, I be-
gan to execute it, I was perfuaded I
{hould now efcape, and therefore, forget-
ting my fatigue, I ran along as brifk as if
I had but then fet out. Nor was I difap-
pointed ; for though I could fee no tracks,
yet taking the greatelt care alwaysto go on
in that diretion, the moon afforded me light
enough to avoid the pits and bogs, which
are found in various parts of that wild moor ;
and when I had travelled as I tmagined
about three miles, I heard the barking of
a dog, which gave me double vigour ; and
going a little farther, I came to fome in-
clofures at the {kirts of the common, which:
I knew; {o that I then with eafe found
my way home, after having almoft defpaired
of doing it.
Tommy,
Indeed, then, the knowledge of the pole-

3 ftar
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flar was of very great ufe to you. Iam
determined 1 will make myfelf acquainted
with all the ftars in the heavens. But did
you ever find out what that Tight was,
which danced before you in fo extraordi-
nary a manner?

Harry.

When 1 came home my father told me
it was what the common people call Jack
of the lantern: and Mr. Barlow has fince
informed me, that thefe things are only
vapours which rife out of the earth, in
moift and fenny places, although they have
that bright appearance ; and therefore told
me, that:many people, like me, who have
taken them for alighted candle, have follow-
ed them, as I did, into bogs and ditches.

Juflt as Harry had finifthed his hiftory,
theyrarrivcd at Mr. Barlow’s, and after
fitting fome; time and talking over the ac-
cidents of the day, the little boys retired to
bed. Mr. Barlow was fitting alone and
reading in his parlour, when, to his great
furprize, Tomiy came running into the

100,
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room, half undreft, and bawling out, Sir, fir,
Thavefound it out—they move! they move!
—What moves? {aid Mr. Barlow, Why,
Chatless Jvain ‘moves, anfwered Tommy.
I had a mind to' take one peep at the {ky
before I went to bed, and I fee that all the
feven ftars have moved from their plaées a
great way higher up into the fky. Well,
faid Mr. Barlow, you are indeed right. You!
have done a vafl deal to-day,and to-morrow:

we will talk over thele things again.
Wilhien -the morrow ecan ¢, Tommy put
Mr Barlow in mind of the ftory he had pro-
mifed him, about the people buried in the
fnow Mr. Barlow looked him out the book,
but firt faid, Tt is neceflary to give you fome
explanation. The country where this acci-
dent happened, isa country full of rocks and
mountains, {o exceffively high that the fnow
never melts upon their tops. Never, faid
Tommy, not even in the fummer ? Not
even in the fummer. The vallies between
thefe mountains are inhabited by a brave
and indultrious people; the fides of them
too
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too are cultivated; but the tops of the
higheft mountains are {o extremely cold
that the ice and fnow never melt, but go
on continually increafing. During a great
part of the winter, the weather is extremely
cold, and the inhabitants confine themfelves
within their houfes, which they have the
art to render very comfortable. . Almoft
all the roads are then impaffable, and [how
and ice afford the only profpeét. But when
the year begins to grow warmer, the fnow |
is frequently thawed upon the fides of the
mountains, and undermined by the torrents
of water which pour down with irrefiltible
fury. Hence it frequently happens, that’
fuch prodigious maffes of fnow fall down
as are {ufficient to bury beafts and houfes,
and even villages themfeclves, beneath them,
It was in the neighbourhood of thefe pro-
digious mountains, which are called the
Alps, that on the 19th of March, 1755,
a fmall clufter of houfes was entirely over-
whelmed by two vaft bodies of {nowy that
tumbled down upon them from a greater

height,
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height. All the inhabitants were then with-
in doors, except one Jofeph Rochia and
his fon, a lad of fifteen, who were on the
roof of their houle clearing away the fnow
which had fallen for three days inceflantly:
A prieft going by to church, advifed them
to come down, having jift before obferved
a body of fnow tumbling from the moun-
tain towards them. The man defcended
with great precipitation, and fled with his
{on he knew not whither; but fcarce had he
gone thirty or forty fteps, before his fon,
who followed him, fell down: on which
looking back, he faw ‘his own and his
neighbours houlfes, in which were twenty-
two perfons in all, covered with a high
mountain of {now. He lifted up his {on,
and refleling that his wife, his fifters, two
children, and all his effetts were thus bu-
ried, he fainted away; but foon reviving
got fafe to a friend’s houfe at fome diftance,
Five days after, Jofeph, being serfeétly
recovered, got upon the fnow, with his fon,
and two of his wife’s brothers, to try if he
could
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could find the exaft place where his houfe
ftood; but after many openings made in
the fnow they could not difcover it. The
month of April proving hot, and the {now
beginning to {cften, he again ufed his ut-
moft endeavours to recover his effets, and
to bury, as he thought, the remains of his
family. He made new openings, and threw
in earth to melt the now, which on the 24th
of April was greatly diminifhed. He broke
through ice fix Englifh feet thick, with
iron bars, thruft down a long pole and
touched the ground; but evening coming
on, he defifted. .

The next day, the brother of his wife,
who had heard of the misfortunes of the
family, came to the houfe where Jofeph
was ; and after refting himfelf a little, went
with him to work upon the fnow, where
they made another opening, which led
them to the houfe they fearched for; but
finding no dead bodies in its ruins, they
fought for the ftable, which was about two

hundred and forty Englifh feet  diftant,
which
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which having found, they heard a cry of;,
Help, my dear brother! Being greatly fur-
prized as well as encouraged by thefe words,,
they laboured with all diligence till they
had made a large opening, through which
the brother immediately went'down, where
the fifter with/an agonizing and feeble voice,
told him, I have always trufted in God and
you, that you would not forfake me, The
other brother and the hufband then went
down, and found, ftill alive, the wife about
forty-five, the fifter about thirty-five, and
the daughter about thirteen years old.
Thefe they raifed on their fhoulders to
men above, who pulled them up as if from
the grave, and carried them to a neighe
bouring houfe: they were unable to walk,
and {o walted that they appeared like mere
fkeletons. They were immediately put to
bed, and gruel of rye-flour and a little but-
ter was given to recover them. Some days
after, the magiftrate of the place came to
vifit them, and found the wife &till unable
to rife from bed, or ufe her feet, from’

the
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the intenfe cold the had endured, and the
unealy pofture fhe had been in. The
fifter, whole legs bad been bathed with
hot wine, could walk with fome difficulty,
and the daughter needed no farther re-
medies.

On the magiftrate’s interrogating the wo-
men, they told him that on the morning
of the 1gth of March, they were in the
flable, with a boy of fix years old and
a girl of about thirteen ; in the fame ftable
were fix goats, one of which having
brought forth two dead kids the night
before, they went to carry her a finall
veflel of rye-flour gruel; there were alfo
an afs and five or fix fowls. They were
fheltering .themfelves in a warm corner
of the ftable till the church-bell fhould
ring, intending to attend the fervice.
The wife related, that wanting to go out
of the ftable to kindle a fire in the houfe
of her hufband, who was clearing away
the fnow from the top of it, fhe per-
ceived a mafs of fnow_ breaking down

towards
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towards the eaft, upon which fhe went
back into the ftable, fhut the door, and
told her fifter of it. In lefs than three
minutes they heard the roof break over
their heads, and alfo part of the cieling.
The filter advifed to get into the rack
and manger, which they “did. The ‘afs
was tied to the manger, but got loofe by
kicking and ftruggling, and threw down
the little veffel, which they found, and
afterwards ufed to hold the melted fnow
which ferved them for drink.
- Very fortunately the manger was under
the main prop of the ftable, and fo refifted
the weight of the fnow.  Their firft care
was to know what they bad to eat. The
filter faid fhe had fifteen chefnuts in her
pockets ; the children faid they had break-
falted, and fhould want no more that day.
They remembered there were 36 or 40
cakes in a place mear the ftable, and en-
deavoured to get at them, but were not
able for the fnow. They called often for
Lelp, but were heard by none, The fifter
gave
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gave the chefnuts to the wife, and ate two
herfelf, and they drank fome fnow-water,
The als was reftlefs, and the goats kept
bleating for fome days; after which they
heard no more of them. Two of the
goats, however, being left alive, and near
the manger, they felt them, and found that
one of them was big, and would kid, as
they recolletted, about the middle of April;
the other gave milk, wherewith they pre-
ferved their lives. During all this time
they faw not one ray of light, yet for about
twenty days they had fome notice of night
and day from the crowing of the fowls, till
they died.

The fecond day, being very hungry, they
ate all the chefhuts and drank what milk
the goat yielded, being very near two
pounds a day at firft, but it foon decreafed.
‘The third day they attempted again, but
in vain, to get at the cakes: fo refolved to
take all poffible care to feed the goats;
for juft above the manger was a hay-loft,
where through a hole the fifter pulled down

hay
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hay into the rack, and gave it the goats as
‘long as fhe could reach it; and then, when
it was beyond her reach, the goats climbed
upon her fhoulders, and reached it them-
{elves.

On the fixth day the boy fickened, and
{ix days after defired his mother, who all
this time had held him in her lap, to lay
him at his length in a manger. She did
fo, and taking him by the hand, felt it was
very cold ; fhe then put her hand to his
mouth, and finding that cold likewife, the
gave him a little milk ; the boy then cried,
Oh ! my father is in the fnow! Oh father!
father! and then expired.

In the mean while the goats milk di-
minithed daily, and the fowls foon after
dying, they could no longer diftinguifh
night from day; but according to their
reckoning, the time was near when the other
goat would kid; this fhe accordingly did
foon, and the young one dying, they had
all the milk for their own fubfitence; fo
~'they found that the middle of April was

~ come,
.9
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«come. . Whenever they called this goat, it
would come and lick their faces and hands,
and gave them every day two pounds of
milk, on ‘which account they {till bear the
poor creature a great affeCtion. This was
the account which thefe poor people gave
to the magiftrate of their prefervation.

Dear heart! faid Tommy, when Mr;
Barlow had finithed this account, what a
number of accidents people are fubjett to
in this world! It is very true, anfwered
Mr. Barlow ; but as that is the cale, it 1s
neceflary to improve ourfelves in every
manner, that we may be abl¢ to ﬂrugfrle
againft them,

Tommy.

- Indeed, Sir, I begin to believe it is;
for when I was lefs than I am now, I re-
member I was always fretful and hurting
myfelf, though I had two or three people
conftantly to take care of me. At prefent,
- I{eem as if I was quite another thing;
I do not mind falling down and hurting
myf{elf,
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myfelf, or cold, or wearinefs, or {carcely
any thing which happens. ' !
Mr. Barrow.
And which do you prefer, to be as you
are now, or as you were before?
Tommy.
As I am now a great deal, fir; for then
I always had fomething or another the mat-
ter with me. Sometimes I had a little
cold, and then T was obliged to ftay in for
feveral days; fometimes a little head-ache,
and then I was forced to take phyfic.
Sometimes the weather was too hot, then
I muft ftay within; and the fame if it
was too cold. I ufed to be tired to death if
I did but walk a mile; and I was always
eating cake and fweet-meats till T made
myfelf fick. At prefent 1 think I am ten
times ftronger and healthier than ever I
was in my life, But what a terrible coun-
try that muft be, where people are fubject
to be buried in that manner in the fnow! I
wonder any body will live there.
| Mr.
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Mr. Barrow.

The people that inhabit that country,
arc of a different opinion, and prefer it o
all the countries in the world. They are
great travellers, and many of them follow
different profeflions in all the different
countries of Europe; but it is the only
wifh of almoft all to return, before their
death, to the mountains where they were
born and have pafled their, youth.

Tommy.

I do not cafily underftand that. I have
{ecn a great many ladies and little miffes
at our houfe, and whenever they were talk-
ing about the places where they fhould like
to live, I have always heard them fay they
hated the country of all things, though
they were born and bred there. I have
heard one fay, that the country is odious,
filthy, fhocking, and abominable ; another,
that it is impofiible to live any where but
in London; and I remember once {eeing
a ftrange lady, that wrote down her obfer-
vations in a book, that faid the country was

Vour. II. E all
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all full of barbarians, and that no perfon of
elegance (yes that was her word) could bear
it for a week.

Mr. BarrLow.

And yet thereare thoufands who bear to
live in it all their lives, and have no deflire
to change. Should you, Harry, like to leave
the country, and go to live in fome town ?

HArRry.

Indeed, fir, I fhould not; for then I
muft leave every thing I love in the
world. I muft leave my father and mo-
ther, who have been fo kind to me; and
you too, fir, who have taken fach pains to
improve me, and make me good. Tam
convinced that I never fhall find fuch
friends again as long as I live ; and what
{hould any body wifh to live for, who has
no. friends? Befides, there 1s not a field
upon my father’s farm that I do not prefer
to every town I ever faw in my life,

Tommy.

And have you ever been in any large
town ?

HARrRY.
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Harry,

Once I was in Exeter, but I did not
much like it': the houfes feemed to me to
ftand fo thick and clofe, that I think our
hog-fties would be almoft as agrecable
places to live in; and then there are littla
narrow alleys where the poor live, and the
houfes are fo high, that neither light nor
air can ever get to them, and they moft of
them appeared fo dirty and unhealthy that
it made my heart ache to look at them .-
And then I walked along the fireets and
peeped into the fhops, and what do you
think I faw?

Tommy.

What ?

Harry,

Why, I faw great hulking fellows, as
big as our plough-men and carters, with
their heads all frizzled and curled like one
of our fheep’s tails, that did nothing but
finger ribbands and caps for the women.
This diverted me f{o, that I could not help-
laughing ready to {plit my fides, And

E 2 then,
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then, the gentlewoman at whofe houfe I
was, took me to a place, where there was
a large room full of candles, and a great
number of fine gentlemen and ladies all
drefled out and thowy, that were dancing
about as if they were mad. DBut at the
door of this houfe there were twenty or
thirty ragged, half-{tarved women and chil-
dren, that ftood fhivering in the rain, and
begged for a bit of bread; but nobody
gave it to them or took any notice of them.
So then I could not help thinking that it
would be a great deal better, if all the fine -
people would give fome of their money to
the poor, that they might have fome cloaths
and vi€uals in their turn,
TomMmy.

That is indeed true. Had I been there,
I fhould have relieved the poor people ;—
for you know 1 am very good-natured and
generous ; but it is neceflary for gentle-

men to be fine and to drefs well.
Harrvy.

It may be fo, but I never {faw any great
good
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good come of it, for my part. As 1 was
walking along the ftreets one “day, and
ftaring about, I met two very fine and
drefly young gentlemen, that looked
fomething as you did, mafler Tommy,
when you firft came here; fo [ turned
off from the foot way to let them pafs;
for my father always taught me to f{hew
every civility to peopie in a higher ftation s
but that was not enough, it feems, for juft
- as they paffed by me, they gave me fuch
a violent pufh that down I came into the
channel, and dirtied myfelf all over from
head to foot,
Tommy,

And did they not beg your pardon for
the accident ?

Hagrry,

Accident! It was no accident at all, for
they burft out into a fit of laughter, and
called me little clod-pole. Upon which
I told them, if I was a clod-pole, they had
no bufinefs to infult me; and then they
came back, and one of them gave me a
kick, and the othera {lap on the face; but

E 3 I told
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I told them that was too much for me to
bear, fo I firuck them again ; and we ali
three began fighting.

Tommy.

What both at once? That was a cow-
ardly trick.

Harry.

1 did not much mind that, but there
came up a fine, fmart fellow, in white ftock-
ings and powdered hair, that it feems was
their fervant; and he was going to fall
upon me too, but a man took my part, and
faid I fhould have fair play; fo I fought
them both till they did not chufe to have
any more ; for, though they were fo quar-
telfome, they could not fight worth a far-
thing ; fo I let them go, and advifed them
not to meddle any more with poor boys
that did.nothing to offend them.

- Tommy.

And idid you hear no more of thefe

young gentlemen ?
' HARRY.
No, for I went home the next day, and

never was I better pleafed in my life.
When
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When I came to the top of the great hill,
from which you have a profpeft of our
houfe, I really thought I fhould have cried
with joy. The fields looked all fo plea-
fant, and the cattle, that were feeding in-
them, {o happy; and then every ftep I
took, I met with fomebody or other I knew,
or fome little boy that 1 ufed to play with,

Iere is little Harry come back, {aid one;
how do ye do, how do ye do? cried a fe-
cond ; and then a third fhook hands with
me ; and the very cattle, when I went about
to fee them, feemed all glad that I was come
home again.

Mr. BarLow.

You fee by this, that it is very poffible
for people to like the country and be happy
in it. But as to the fine young ladies you
talk of, the truth is, that they neither love,
nor would be long contentéd in any place.
Their whole happinefs confifts in idlenels
and finery., = They have neither learned to
employ themfelves in any thing ufeful, nor

E 4 to
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to improve their minds. ~ As to every kind
of natural exercile, they‘_are brought up
with too much deliczcy to be able to bear
it; and from the improper indulgencies
they meet with, they learn to tremble at
every trifling change of the feafons. With
fuch difpofitions, it is no wonder they diflike
the country, where they find neither em-
ployment nor amufement. They wifh to
go to London, becaufe there they meet
with infinite numbers, as idle and frivolous
as themfelves ; and thefe people mutually
affift each other to talk about trifles and
to wafte their time.
Tommy.

That is true, fir, really: for when we
have a great deal of company, I have often
obferved that they never talked about a‘ny
thing but eating or drefling, or men and
women that are paid to make faces at the
play-houfe, or a great room, called Rane-
lagh, where every body goes to meet his
friends.

Mr.



SANDFORD AND MERTON. 103

Mr. BArRLOW.

I believe Harry will never go there to
meet his friends.

Harry.

Indeed, fir, I do not know what Rane-
lagh is; but all the friends I have, are at
home ; and when I fit by the fire-fide on a
winter’s night, and read to my father, and
mother, and fifters, as I fometimes do, cr
when I talk with you and Mafter Tommy
upon improving fubjeéts, I never defire
any other friends or converfation. But
pray, fir, what is Ranelagh?

Mr. BarLow.

Ranelagh is a very large, round room,
to which, at particular times of the year,
ureat numbers of perfons go in their car-
riages, to walk about for feveral hours,

HarRry.

And does nobody go there, that has not
feveral friends ? Becaule, Mafter Tommy
{aid, that people went to Ranelagh to meet
their friends.

Mr. Barlow {miled at this queftion, and

E 5 an{wered
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anfwered: Theroomisgenerally fo crowded,
that people have little opportunity for any
kind of converfation: they walk round and
round In a circle, one after the other, juft
like horfes ima mill.  'When perfons meet
that know each other, they perhaps {mile
and bow, but are thoved forward without
having any opportunity to ftop. As to
friends, few people go to look for them
there ; and if they weie to meet them, few
would take the trouble of fpeaking to them,
unlefs they were dreffed in a fathionable
manner, and {feemed to be of confequence.
Harry.

~« Thatis very extraordinary indeed. Why,
fir, what can a man’s drefs have to do with
friendthip ? Should I love you a bit better,
if you were to wear the fineft clothes
in the world; or fhould I like my father
the better, if he were to put on a Jaced coat
like Squire Chafe ? On the contrary, when-
ever I fee people drefled very fine, I cannot
help thinking of the ftory you once read
me, of Agefilaus king of Sparta,
: Tommy,
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7 Fommy, -

What is that ftory ? Do pray let me
hear it.

Mr. BarRLow.

To-morrow you fhall hear it: at prefent
we have read and converfed enough; 1t is
})etter that you fhould go out and amule
yourfelves.

The little boys then went out, and re-
turned to a diverfion they had been amulfing
themfelves with for feveral days, the ma-
king a prodigious fnow-ball. They had
begun by making a fmall globe of fnow
with their hands, which they turned over
and over, till, by continually colle@ing
‘frefh matter, it grew fo large that they
were unable to roll it any farther. Here,
Tommy obferved, that their labours muft
end, for it was impoffible to turn it any
longer, No, faid Harry, I know a remedy
for that : {o he ran, and fetched a couple
of thick fticks, about five feet long, and

giving one of them to Tommy, he took
I S the
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the other himfelf. Ile then defired him
to put the end of his ftick under the mafs,
while he did the fame on his fide, and
then lifting at the other end, they rolled
the heap forward with the greatelt eafe.
Tommy was extremely furprized at this,
and faid: How can this be ? We are not a
bit fironger than we were before, and yet
now we are able to roll this fnow-ball
along with eafe, which we could not even
ftir before. That is very true, anfwered
Harry, but it is owing to thefe fticks. This
is the way that the labourers move the
largeft trees, which, without this contri- :
vance, they would not be able to ftir. I
am very much furprized at this, faid Tom-
my; I never fhould have imagined that
the fticks would have given us more
ftrength than we had before. Juft as he
had faid this, by a violent effort, both
their fticks broke fhort in the middle.
This is no great lofs, obferved Tommy, for
‘the ends will do juft as well as the whole
fticks. They then tried to fhove the ball

again
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again with the truncheons which remained
in their hands, but to the new furprize of
Tommy, they found they were unable to
ftir it.  This is very curious indeed, faid
Tommy ; I find that only long fticks are of
any ufe.. That, faid Harry, I could have
told you before; but I had a mind you
fhould find it out yourfelf. The longer
the ftick is, provided it is fufficiently ftrong
and you can manage it, the more eafily
will you {ucceed. This is really very cu-
rious, replied Tommy ; but I fee fome of
Mr. Barlow’s labourers at work a little way
off; let us go to them, and defire them to
cut us two longer fticks, that we may try
their effe@ts. They then went up to the
men who were at work ; but here a new {ub-
jett of admiration prefented itfelf to Tom-
my’s mind. There was a root of a prodi-
gious oak tree, fo large and heavy that
half a dozen horfes would {carcely have
been able to draw it along: befides, it was
fo tough and knotty, that the fharpeft axe
could hardly make any impreflion upon it.

This
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This a couple of old men were, attempt~
ing to cleave in pieces, in order to make
billets for Mr. Barlow’s fire, Tommy,
who thought their firength totally difpro-
portionate to fuch an undertaking, could
not help pitying them, and obfervihg, that
‘certainly Mr. Barlow did not know what
they were about, or he would have prevent-
-ed fuch peor, weak, old men, from fatiguing
themfelves about what they: never could
perform. - Deyou think fo, replied Harry ;
what would you then fay, if you were to fee
me, -little as I am, perform this wonder-
ful tatk, with the affiltance of one of
thefe ‘good - people ? So he took wup a
wooden mallet, ‘an inflrument which, al-
“though much larger, refembles an hammer,
and began beating the root, which he did
for fome time without making the leaft im-
preflion. Tommy, who imagined that for
this time his friend Harry was caught, be-
gan to {fmile, and told him that he would
break an hundred mallets to picces before
he made the leaft impreflion upon the wood.
Say
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Say you fo? anfwered Harry {fmiling; then
I believe I muft try another method : fo he
flooped down and picked up a {mall piece
of tough iron, about fix inches long, which
Tommy had not obferved before as it Jay
upon the ground. This iron was broad at
the top, but gradually floped all the way
down, till it came to a perfet edge at bot-
tom. Harry took this up, and with a few
blows drove it a little way into the body of
the root. The old man and he then ftruck
alternately with their mallets upon the head
of the iron, till the root began to gape and
crack on every fide, and the iron was
totally buried in the wood. There, fays
Harry, this firft wedge has done its bufinefs
very well, two or three more will finifh it,
He then took up another larger wedge, and
inferting the bottom of it between the wood
and the top of the former one, which
was now completely buried in the root,
began to beat upon it as he had done be-
fore. 'The root now cracked and fplit on
every fide of the wedges, till a prodigious

i cleft
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cleft appeared quite down to the bottont.
Thus did Harry proceed, ftill continuing
his blows, and inferting new and larger
wedges, as faft as he bad driven the former
down, till he had completely effetted what
he had undertaken, and entirely feparated
the monftrous mafs of wood into two un-
| equal parts. Harry then faid, Hereisa very
Jarge log, but I think you and I can carry
it in to mend the fire, and I will fhew you
fomething elfe that will furprize you. So
he took a pole of about ten feet long, and
hung the log upon it by a picce of cord
which he found there; then he afked Tom-
my which end of the pole he chofe to carry.
Tommy, who thought it would be moft
convenient to have the weight near him,
chole that end of the pole near which the
weight was fufpended, and put it upon his
fhoulder ; while Harry took the other end.
But when Tommy attempted to move, he
foundthat he could hardly bear the preflure;
however, as he {faw Harry walk brifkly away
under his fhare of the load, he determined

not
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not to complain. As they were walking
along in this manner, Mr. Barlow met
them, and feeing poor Tommy labouring
under his burden, afked him who had load-
ed him in that manner. Tommy faid it
was Harry.  Upon this Mr. Barlow finiled
and faid, Well, Tommy, this is the firft
time I ever faw your friend Harry attempt
to impofe upon you, but he is making you
carry about three times the weight which
he fupports himfelf, Harry replied, that
Tommy had chofen that himfelf; and that
he fhould dire@ly bave informed him of
his miftake, but that he had been fo fur-
prized at fecing the common effefts of a
lever, that he wifhed to teach him fome
other fatts about it: then fhifuing the ends
of the pole, fo as to [upport that part which
Tommy had done before, he afked him if
he found his thoulder any thing eafier than
before. ' Indeed I do, replied Tommy, but
I cannot conceive how ; for we carry the
fame weight between us which we did be-
fore, and juft‘in the fame manner, Not
: quite
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quite in the fame manner, anfwered Mr.
Barlow; for, if you obferve, the log is a
great deal farther from your fhoulder than
from, Harry’s; by which means he now
{fupports juft as much as you did before,
and you, on the contrary, as little as he did
when I met you. This is very extraordi-
nary indeed, faid Tommy: I find there
are a great many things which I did not
know, nor even my mama, nor any of the
fine ladies that come to our houle. Well,
replied Mr. Barlow, if you have acquired
fo much ufeful knowledge already, what
may you expeét to do in a few years more ?
=--He then led Tommy into the houfe, and
fhowed him a ftick of about four feet long,
with a {cale hungat each end. Now, faid
he, if you place this ftick over the back of
a chair, fo that it may reft exaétly upon the
middle, you fee the two {cales wiil juft ba-
lance each othér.  So if'I put into each
of them an equal weight they will fill
remain, f{ufpended. In this method, we
weigh every thing which. is bought, only

for
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for the greater convenience, the beam of
the fcale, which is the fame thing as this
fick, is generally hung up to fomething
elfe by its middle. But let us now move .
the ftick, and f{ee what will be the conle-
quence. Mr. Barlow then pufhed the
flick along in fuch a manner, that when
it refted upon the back of the chair, there
were three feet of it on one {ide, and oniy
one on the other. That fide which was
longelt inftantly came to the ground as
heavieft. You fee, faid Mr. Barlow, if we
would now balance them, we muft put a
greater weight on the thorteft fide; fo he kept
adding weights, till Tommy found that one
pound on the longeft fide would exattly ba-
lance three on the fhorteft ; for, as much as
the longer fide exceeded the fhorter in
length, fo much did the weight, which was
~ hung at that end, require to exceed that on
the longelt fide.

This, faid Mr. Barlow, is what they call
a lever; and all the fticks that you have

been ufing to day, are only levers of a dif-
ferent
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ferent conftru&tion. By thele fhort trials,
you may concerve the prodigious advantage
which they are of to men. For, thus can
one man move a weight, which halfa dozen
would not be able to do with their hands
alone. Thus may a little boy, like you, do
more than the firongelt man could effeét,
who did not know thefe fecrets. As to
that inftrument, by which you were fo fur-
prized that Harry could cleave fo vaft a
body of wood, it is called a wedge, and is
almoft equally ufeful with the lever, The
whole force of it confifts in its being gra-
dually narrower and narrower, till at laft it
ends in a thin edge capable of penetrating
the fmalleft chink. By this we are enabled
to overthrow the Jargeft oaks, to cleave
their roots almoft as hard as iron itfelf,
and even to {plit the folid rocks. All this,
faid Tommy, is wonderful indeed ; and I
need not afk the ufe of them, becaufe I fee
it plainly in the experiments I have made
to-day, One thing more, added Mr. Bar-
low, as we are upon this fubje&, 1 will fhow

you 2
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you : {o, he led them into the yard, to the
bottom of his granary, where ftood a heavy
fack of corn. Now, faid Mr. Barlow, if
you are fo ftout a fellow as you imagine,
take up this fack of corn, and carry it up
the ladder into the granary. That, replied
Tommy laughing, is impoffible; and I
doubt, fir, whether you could do it yourfelf,
Well, faid Mr. Barlow, we will at leaft try
what is to be done. He then led them up
into the granary, and thowing them a mid-
dle-fized wheel with an handle fixed upon
it, defired the little boys to turn it round.
They began to turn it with fome little diffi-
culty, and Tommy could hardly belicve
his eyes, when prefently after he faw the
fack of corn, which he had defpaired of
moving, mounted up into the granary and
fafely landed upon the floor. You fee,
faid Mr. Barlow, here 1s another ingenious
contrivance, by which the weakeft perfon
may perform the work of the ftrongeft,
This 1s called the wheel and axis. You
fee this wheel, which is not very large, turns

round
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round an axle which goes into it, and is
much fmaller, and at every turn the rope
to which the weight is fixed that you want
to move, is twifted round the axle. Now,
juft as much as the breadth of the whole
wheel is greater than that of the axle which
it turns round, fo much greater is the
weight, that the perfon who turns it can
move, than he could do without it. . Well,
faid Tommy, I fee itis a fine thing indeed
to acquire knowledge ; for by thefe means,
one not only increafes one’s underftanding,
but one’s bodily ftrength. But are there no
more, fir, of thefe ingenious contrivances?
For I fhould like to underftand them all,
Yes, anfwered Mr, Barlow, there are more;
and all of them you fhall be perfeétly ac-
quainted with int time ; but for this purpofe
you fhould be able to write, and compre-

hend fomething of arithmetic.
’ Tommy.

What is arithmetic, fir?
Mr. Barrow,
That is not fo eafy to make you under-

g ftand
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ftand at once; I will however try to ex-
plain it. Do you fee the grains of wheat,
which lie {cattered in the window ?
ook Tommy,
gYes, fir,
Mr. BArLow,
Can YOI RoHnt how many there are ?
Tommy.
There are jult five and twenty of them,
Mr. Barrow.

Very well. Here is another parcel s

how many grains are there ?
Tomumy,

Jult fourteen.

Mr, BArrow.

If there are fourteen grains in one heap
~and twenty-five in the other, how many
grains are there in all; or how many do
fourteen and twenty five make? Tommy
was unable to anfwer, and Mr. Barlow
propofed the fame queftion to Harry, who
anfwered that together they made thirty-
nine, Agam, faid Mr, Barlow, I will put

the
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the two heaps together, and then how
many will there be?
: Tommy.
Thirty-nine.
Mr. BarrLOWw.

Now look, I have juft taken away nine-
teen from the number, how many do you
think remain ?

Tommy.
I will count them. :
Mr. BarLow.

And cannot you tell without counting ?

How many are there, Harry?
Harry.

Twenty, fir.

: Mr. BarLrow,

All this is properly the art of arithme-
tic, which is the fame as that of counting,
only it is done in a much fhorter and
eafier -way, without the trouble of having
the things always before you. Thus, for
inftance, if you wanted to know how many
barley-corns were in this fack, you would

perhaps
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perhaps be a week in counting the whole
number.
Tommy.
Indeed I believe I thould.
Mr. BArRLOW.
If you underftood arithmetic you might
do it in five minutes.
Tommy.
That is extracrdinary indeed; I can
hardly conceive it poffible.
Mr. BarLow. :
A bufhel of corn weighs about fifty
pounds weight; this fack contains four
bufhels, {o that there are jult two hun-
dred pounds weight in all. Now every
pound contains fixteen ounces ; and fixteen
times two hundred make thirty-two hun-
dred ounces. So that you have nothing
to do but to count the number of grains
in a fingle ounce, and there will be thirty-
two hundred times that number in the
fack.
ToumMmy.
I declare this is curious indeed, and I
Vour. II, I fhould



122 TILEE HISTORY’OF

{hould like to learn arithmetic. Will Harry
and you teach me, fir? :
Mr. Barrow.

You know we are always ready to im-
prove you. But, before we leave this fub-
je&, I muft tell you a little ftory. There
was a gentleman who was extremely fond
of beautiful horfes, and did not grudge to
give the higheft prices for them. One day
an horfe-courfer came to him, and fhewed
him one fo handfome, that he thought it
fuperior to all he had ever feen before.  He
mounted him, and found his paces equally
excellent ; for, though he was full of {pirit,
he was gentle and tractable as could be wifh-
ed. So many perfeétions delighted the gen- ‘
tleman, and he eagerly demanded the price.
The horle-courfer anfwered that he would
bate nothing of two hundred guineas; the
gentleman, although he admired the horfe,
would not confent to give it, and they.
were juft on the point of parting. = As the
man was turning his back, the gentleman
called out to him and faid, Is there no

poflible
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poffible way of our agreeing ? for I would
give you any thing in reafon for {uch a
beautiful creature. Why, replied the dealer,
who was a {hirewd fellow, and perfe@ly un-
derftood calculation, if you do not like to
give me two hundred guineas, will you give
me a farthing for the firft nail the horfe has
in his fhoe, two farthings for the fecond, four'
for the third, and fo go doubling throughout
the whole twenty-four? for there are no
more than twenty-four pails in all his thoes,
‘The gentleman gladly accepted the condi-
tion, and ordered the horfe to be led away:
to his {ftables.
' Tommy,

This fellow muft have been a very great
blockhead, to alk two hundred guineas,
and then to take a few farthings for his
horfe,

Mr. BarrLow,

The gentleman was of the fame opi-
nion; however, the horfe-courfer added, T
do not mean, fir, to tie you down to this
lalt propofal, which, upon confideration, you

| F 2 ' may
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may like as little as the firft; all that I
require is, that if you are diffatisfied with
your bargain, you will promife to pay me .
down the two hundred guineas which I firlt
afked. This the gentleman willingly agreed
to, and then called his fteward to calculate
the fum, for he was too much of a gentle-
man to be able to do it himfelf. The ftew-
ard fat down with his pen and ink, and after
fome time gravely wilhed his mafter joy,
and afked him in what part of England the
ellate was fituated that he was going to
purchafe. Are you mad, replied the gen-
tTeman? It is not an eftate, but an horfe,
that 1 bave juflt bargained for, and here 1s
the owner of him, to whom I am going 1o
pay the money. If there is any madnefs,
Sir, replied the fleward, it certainly is not
on my fide; the fum you have ordered me
to calculate, comes to juft {eventeen thou-
{and, four hundred, and feventy-fix pounds,
befide fome fhillings and pence ; and {urely
no man in bis fenfes would give this price
for an horfe. The gentleman was more

{urprized
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furprized than he had ever been before, to
hear the aflertion of his {teward ; but, when
~upon examination he found it no more than
the truth, he was very glad to compound
for his foolilh agreement, by giving the
horfe-courfer the two hundred guineas and
difmiffing him, |
Tommy.

This is quite incredible, that a farthing,
juft doubled a few times, thould amount to
fuch a prodigious fum : however, I am de-
termined to learn arithmetic, that I may not
be impofed upon in this manner; for I think
a gentleman muft look very filly in fuch a
fituation.

Thus bad Tommy a new employment
and diverfion for the winter nights, the
learning arithmetic. Almoft every night
did Mr. Barlow, and Harry, and he,
amule themfelves with little queftions that
related to numbers: by which means
Tommy became in a fhort time fo ex-
pert, that he could add, fubtra&, multi-
ply, or divide, almoft any given fum,

bcis with
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with little trouble and great exaltnefs. But
he did not for this forget the employment
of obferving the heavens. Every night
-when the ftars appeared bright, and the fky
unclouded, Harry and he obferved the va-
' tious figures and pofitions of the conftella-
- tions. . Mr. Barlow gave him a little paper
globe, as he had promifed, and Tdmmy
immediately marked out upon the top, his.
firlt and favourite conftellation of Charles’s
wain, A lirtie while after that, he obferved,
on the other fide of the pole-ftar, another
beautiful affemblage of {tars, which was al-
ways oppofite to Charles’s wain: this, Mr.
“Barlow told him, was called Cafliopeia’s
chair; and this, in a fhort time, was added
to the colleflion, ©One night, as Tommy
was looking up to the fky, in the fouthern
part of the heavens, he obferved fo remark-
'able a conftellation that he could not help
particularly remarking it: four large and
fhining ftars compofed the ends of the figure,
which was almoft {quare, and full in the
middle appeared three more placed in a
{lanting line and very near each other. This,

Tommy



SANDFORD AND MERTON. 4

Tominy pointed out to Mr, Barlow, and
begged to know the name. ®Mr. Barlow
an{wered, that the conftellation was named
Orion, and that the three bright ftars in the
middle were called his belt. Tommy was
fo delighted with the grandeur and beauty
of this glorious conftellation, that he could
‘not help obferving it, by intervals, all the
" evening ; and he was furprized to fee that
it fcemed to pafs on, in a right line drawn
from Eaft to Weft, and that all the ftars he
had become acquainted with moved every
night in the fame direttion,

But he did not forget to remind Harry,
~one morning, of the hiftory he had promifed
to tell him of Agefilaus, Harry told it in
ghe following manner :

The Spartans, as I have before told
you, mafter Tommy, were a brave and har-
dy people, that defpifed every thing that
tended to make them delicate and luxu-
rious. All their time was {pent in fuch
excrufcs as made them ftrong and attive,
: B 4 7 able
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able to bear fatigue, and to defpife wounds
and danger: for they were fituated in the
midft of feveral other nations, that fre-
quently had quarrels with each other, and
with them; and therefore it was neceffary
that they fhould learn to defend themfelves.
Therefore, all the children were brought
up alike, and the fons of their kings
themfelves were as little indulged as any
body elle.
: Tovmy.
~ Stop, flop!—T don’t exally underftand
that. I thought, a king was a perfon that
dreffed finer, and had lefs to do than any
body elfe in the world. I have often heard
my mama and the ladies fay that I looked
like a prince when I had fine clothes on:
and, therefore, I thought that kings and
princes never did any thing but walk about
with crowns upon their heads, and eat {weet-
nicats, all day long.
HARrry.
I do not know how that may be, but in
Sparta the great bufinefs of the kings, for
they
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they had two, was to command them when
they went out to war, or when they were
attacked at home; and that, you know,
they could not do without being brave and
hardy themfelves. Now 1t happened that
the Spartans had fome dear friends and
allies that lived at a diftance from them,
acrofs the fea, who were attacked by a
great and numerous nation, called the Per-
fians. So, when the Spartans knew the
danger of their friends, they fent over to-
their affiftance Agefilaus, one of their Kings,.
together with afew thoufand of his country-
men; and thefe, they judged, would be &
match for all the forces that could be
brought againft them by the Perfians,
though ever fo numerous. When the ge-
neral of the:Perfians faw the fmall nurmber’
of his enemies, he imagined it would be an-
eafy matter to take them prifoners, or to
deftroy them. Befides, as he wds-immenfe-
ly rich, andipoflefied a number of palaces:
furnithed with every thing that was fine
and coftly, and had a great guantity of

s i gold,
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gold, and filver, and jewels, and flaves, ke

could not conceive it poffible that any
body could refit him. He, therefore,
railed a large army, feveral times greater
than that of the Spartans, and attacked
Agefilaus, who was not in the leaft afraid
of him: for the Spartans, joining their
fhiclds together, and marching flowly along
in even ranks, fell with fo- much fury upon
the Perfians, that in an inftant they put
them to flight. Here Tommy inter-
rupted the ftory, to inquire what a fhield

was. Formerly, anfwered Mr. Barlow, be-
fore men were acquainted with the perni-
cious effects of gunpowder, ‘they were ac-
cuftomed to combat clofe together, with
fwords or long {pears; and for this reafon,
they covered themfelves in a variety of
ways, to defend their bodies from the wea-
pons of their enemies. The thield was worn
upon their left arm, and compofed of boards.
fixed together, and ﬁreng&hened'with the
hides of animals and plates of iron, f{uffi-
ciently long and broad to cover almoft the

' X whole
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whole body of a man. When they went
out to battle, they placed themfelves ineven
rows or ranks, with their fhields extended
before th’em,_ to fecure them from the ar-
rows and weapons of their enemics. Upon
their heads they wore an helmet, which was
a cap of iron or fteel, ornamented with the
waving feathers of birds or the tails of
horfes. In this manner, with an even pace,
marching all at once and extending their
fpears before them, they went forward
to meet their enemies.—I declare, faid
Tommy, fuch a fight muft be prodigioufly
fine: and when I have accidentally met -
with foldiers myfelf, I thought they made
fach a figure, walking eret with theirarms
all glittering in the fun, that I have fome-
times thought I would be a {oldier myfelf,
whenever I grew big enough. ~And have
you confidered, anfwered Mr. Barlow,
what is the bufinefs and generally the fate
of a foldier? No, faid Tommy.; I know
that he muft fight fometimes : but what I
thought fo pleafant was, to march up’an‘d

G £ down
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down in a fine red coat, with colours flying
and mufic playing, while all the ladies are
looking on, and fmiling, and bowing; for I
have heard a great many of them fay, they
loved a foldier above all things. Well,
faid Mr. Barlow, I will prefently endeavour
to give you jufter ideas of what compofes
the life of a foldier; let Harry now go on
with his fory,

When Pharnabazus, for that was the
name of the Perfian general, obferved that
his troops were never able to ftand againft
the Spartans, he fent to Agefilaus, and re-
quefled that they might have a meeting, in
order to treat about terms of peate. ' Fhis
the Spartan confented to, and appointed
the time and place where he would wait for
Pharnabazus. When the day came, Age-
filaus arrived firlt at the place of meeting,
with the Spartans; but not feeing Pharna-
bazus, fat down upon the grafs with his
{oldiers; and, as it was the hour of the
army’s making their repalt, they pulled
out their provifions, which confifted of

fome
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fome coarfe bread and onions, and began
eating very heartily. In the middle of
them fat King Agefilaus himfelf, in no
wife diftinguifhed from the reft, either by
his clothing or his fare : nor was there in
the whole army an individual, that more
expofed himfelf to every fpecies of hardfhip,
or that difcovered lefs nicety than the king
himfelf ; by which means he was beloved
and reverenced by all the foldiers, who were
alhamed of appearing lefs brave or patient
than their general. It was not long that
the Spartans had thus repofed before the
firft fervants of Pharnabazus arrived ; who
brought with them rich and coltly carpets,
which they fpread upon the ground for
their mafter to recline upon. Prefently
arrived another troop, who began to ercét
a {pacious tent with filken hangings, to
{creen him and his train from the heat of
the fun. Afier this, came a company of
cooks and confectioners, with a great num -
ber of loaded horfes, who carried upon their
backs all the materials of an elegant enter-

tainment,
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tainment, - Laft of all appeared Pharha-
bazus himfelf, glittering with gold and
jewels, and adorned with a long purple robe,
after the fathion of theeaft ; he were brace-
lets upon his arms, and was mounted upon.
a‘beautiful horfe, that was as gaudily attired
as himfelf. © Ashe approached nearer, and
bebeld the fimple manners of the Spartan
king and his foldiers, he could not help
fcoffing at their poverty, and making com-
parifons between tlieir mean appearance
and his own.magnificence. All that were:
with him feemed to be "infinitely diverted:
with the ‘wit and acute remarks of their
general, except a fiigle perfon, wha had
ferved in the Grecian armies, and therefore:
wasbetter acquainted with the manners and
difeipline of thefe people.” This man was:
highly valued by Pharnabazus, for his un-
derftanding and honelty, and, thercfore,
when he obferved that he faid ﬁ’othing, he’
infifted upon his declaring his fentiments’
as the reft had ‘done. ~Since then, replied
he, you command me to fpeak my opinion,
O Phar-
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O Pharnabazus, I muft confels that the very
circumftance, which is the caufe of fo much
ﬁ)irth to the gentiemen that accompany
you, is the reafon of my fears. On our
fide, indeed, I fee gold, and jewels, and pur-
ple in abundance ; but when I lock for
men, I can find nothing but barbers, cooks,
C(;)nfe&ioners,, fidlers, dancers, and every
thing that is moft unmanly and unfit for
war : on the Grecian fide, I difcern none
of thefe coftly trifles, but I fee iron that
forms their weapons, and compofes impe-
netrable arms. 1 {ee men that have been:
brought up to defpife every hardfhip, and
to face every danger; that are accuftomed
to oblerve their ranks, to obey their leader;
to take every advantage of their enemy, and
to fall dead in their places rather than to
turn their backs. Were the conteft about
who fhould drefs a dinner or curl hair with.
the oreateft nicety, I fhould not doubt that
the Perfians would .gain the advantage :
but, when it 1s neceflary to contend in bat<
tle, where the. prize is won-by hardinefs

and
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and valour, I cannot help dreading men
that are inured to wounds, and labours, and
fuffering; nor can I ever think that the
Perfian gold will be able to refift the
Grecian iron. Pharnabazus was fo firuck
with the truth and jufinefs of thefe remarks,
that, from that very hour, he determined
to contend no more with fuch invincible
troops ; but bent all his cares towards
making peace with the Spartans, by which
means he preferved himfelf and country
from deltruétion.

You fee by this flory, faid Mr. Barlow,
that fine clothes are not always of the con-
fequence which you imagine, fince they
are not able to give their wearers either
more ftrength or courage than they had be-
fore, or to preferve them from the attacks.
of thofe whofe appearance is more homely.
—DBut fince ycu are fo little acquainted
with the bufinefs of a foldier, I muft fhow
you 2 little more clearly in what it confifts.
Inftead, therefore, of all this pageantry,

which
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which feems {o firongly to have atled upon
your mind, I muft inform you that there
is no human being expofed to fuffer a
greater degree of mifery and hardfhip.
He is often obliged to march whole days
in the moft violent heat, or cold, or rain,
and frequently without vitluals to eat or
clothes to cover him. When he ftops at
night, the moft that he can expett is a
miferable canvas tent to fhelter him, that
is penetrated in every part by the wet, and
a little firaw to keep his body from the
damp, unwholefome ecarth, Frequently
‘he cannot meet with even this, and is
obliged to lie uncovered upon the ground ;
by which means he contraés a thoufand
difeafes, which are more fatal than the can-
non and weapons of the enemy. Every
hour he is expofed to engage in combats -
at the hazard of lofing his limbs, of being
crippled or mortally wounded. 1f he gains
the vi€lory, he generally has only to begin,
again and fight anew, till the war is over;
if he is beaten, he probably lofes his lite

upon
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upon the fpot or is taken prifoner by the
enemy: in which cafe he may languifh
feveral months in a dreary prifon, in wang
of all the neceffaries of life.”

" Alas! faid’ Harry, what a dreadful pic-
ture do you draw of the fate of thofe brave
men who fuffer fo much to defend their
country ; 1urer, thofe who employ themy
fhould take care of them when they are |
fick, or wounded, or incapable of prov1d~- g
ing for themfelves.

So indeed, anfwered Mr. Ballow they
‘ouoht to do. But rafh aad,fooh’h men

engage in wars, without either jultice or

reafon; and when they are over, they think
no more of the unhappy pcople who have -
ferved them at fo much lofs to themfelves,
i Harry.

Why, fir, I have often thought, that as
“all'wars confift in fhedding blood and doing
mifchief to our fellow- creatures, that Lhe/
feldom can be juft. -

Ml. Barrow.
" You are indeed right there.—OF all the
v bload
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blood that has been fhed fince the begin-
ning of the world to the prefent day, but
very little indeed has been owing to any
- caufe that had either juflice or common
fenfe.
HAaRrRY.
I then have thought, though I pity poor
foldiers extremely, and always give them
fomething, if I have any money in my
pocket, that they draw thefe mifehicfs upon
themfelves, becaufe they endeavour to kill
and deftroy other.people; and therefore,
if they fuffer the fame evils in return, they
can hardly complain.
Mze. BaArRLOW.

~ They cannot complain of the evxls to
~ which they voluntarily expo[e themfelves ;
but they may juftly complain of the ingrati-
tude of the people for whom they fight,
and who take no care of them afterwards.

HarrY.

Indeed, fir, I think fo, But, I cannot
conceive why people muft hire others to
fight for them, 1If it is neceflary to. fight,

why
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why do they not fight for themfelves ?—1I
fhould be athamed to go to another boy
and fay to him, Pray go and venture your
life or limbs for me, that I may ftay at home
and do nothing.

‘Tommy,

What, if the French were to come here,
as they faid they were about to do, would
you go out to fight them yourfelf ?

Harry,

I have heard my father fay, that it was
every man’s duty to fight for his country, if
it were attacked ; and if my father went out
to fight, I would go out with him. I would
not willingly hurt any body ; but if they
attempt to hurt me or my countrymen, we
fhould do right to defend ourfelves. Should
we not, {ir?

Mr. Barrow,

This is certainly a cafe, where men have
a right to defend themfelves. No man
is bound to yield his life or property to
another that has no right totake it. Among
thofe Grecians whom you were talking of,

every
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every man was a foldier, and always ready
to defend his country whenever it was at-
tacked.

Harry.

Pray, dear fir, read to Mafter Tommy
the ftory of Leonidas, which gave me fo
much pleafure; I am fure he will like to
hear it.

Mr. Barlow accordingly read

The Hiftory of LEoN1DAS, King of SPART A

Tne King of Perfia commanded a great
extent of territory, which was inhabited
by many millions of people, and not only
abounded in all the neceffaries of life, but
produced immenfe quantities of gold and
filver, and every other coftly thing. Yet
all this did not fatisfy the haughty mind of
Xerxes, who at that time poffeffed the
empire of this country. He confidered
that the Grecians, his neighbours, were free,
and refufed to obey his imperious orders ;
which he foolifhly imagined all mankind

fhould
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fhould refpett. He therefore determined
to make an expedition with a mighty army
into Greece, and to conquer the country,
For this reafon he raifed fuch a prodigious
army that it is almoft impoffible to defcribe
it. The numbers of men that compofed it
feemed fufficient to éonquer the whole.
world, and all the forces the Grecians were
able to raife would fcarcely amount to an
hundredth part., Neverthelefs, the Greeians
held public councils to confult about their
common fafety ; and they nobly determined
that as they had hitherto lived free, fo they
woukd' either maintain their liberty, or
bravely diein its defence. In the mean time
Xerxes was continually marching forward,
and at length entered the territory of
Greece:  The Grecians had not yet been
able to aflfemble théir troops or make theic
preparations; and therefore they were firuck’
with confternation at the approach of fuch’
anvarmy as attended Xerxes, Leonidas
was at that time king of Sparta, and, when
he confidered the ftate of affairs, he faw
one
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one method alone by which the ruin of his
country and all Greece could be prevented.
In order to enter the more cultivated parts
of this country, it was neceflary for the
Perfian army te march through a very rough
and mountainous diftrict, called Thermo-
pyle. There was only one narrow road
through all thele mountains, which it was,
poffible for a very fmall number of men to.
defend for fome time againft the molt
numerousarmy. Leonidas perceived, that,
if a fmall number of refolute men would
undertake to defend this paffage, it would,
retard the march of the whole Perfian
army, and give the Grecians time to colle&
their troops. But, who would, undertake
fo delperate an enterprize, where there'was.
fcarcely any poflibility of efcaping alive?,
Yor this realon, Leonidas determined to
undertake the expedition himfelf, with fuch,
of the Spartans as would voluntarily attend
him, and to facrifice his own life for the pre-
fervation of his country. With this de-.
fign, he affembled the chlef perfons of

Sparta,
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Sparta, and laid before them the neceffity
of defending the pals of Thermopyle.
They were equally convinced of its im-
portance, but knew not where to find a
man of fuch determined valour as to under-
take it. Then, faid Leonidas, fince there
is no more worthy man ready to perform
this fervice, I myfelf will undertake it, with
thofe who will voluntarily accompany me.
They were ftruck with admiration at his
propofal, and praifed the greatnels of his
mind, but fet before him the certain deftruc-
tion which muft attend him.  All this, faid
Leonidas, I have already confidered; but
1 am determined to go, with the appearance
indeed of defending the pafs of Thermo-
pyle, but in reality to die for the liberty
of Greece. Saying this, he inftantly went
out of the affembly and prepared for the
expedition, taking with him about three
hundred Spartans. Before he went, he
embraced his wife, who hung about him in
tears, as well acquainted with the pur-
pofe of his march ; but he endeavoured to

3 comfort
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~comfort her, and told her that™a fhort life
was well facrificed to the interefts of his
country, and that Spartén women fhould
be more careful about the glory than the
~Mafety of their hufbands. He then kifled
his infant children, and charging his wife
to educate them in the fame principles he

~ had lived in, went out of his houfe to put
himfelf at the head of thofe brave men
who were to accompany him, As they
marched through the city, all the inhabi-
tants attended them with praifes and accla-
mations. The young women fang fongs
of triumph, and fcattered flowers before
them ; the youths were jealous of their
glory, and lgmented that fuch a noble doom
had not rather fallen upon themfelves;
while all their friends and rélations feemed
rather to exult in the immortal honour they
were going to acquire, than to be dejeéted
with the apprehenfions of theif lofs. As
they marched through Greece, they were
joined by various bodies of their allies; fo
that their number amounted to about fix
oL, II,' G ‘thoufand
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thoufand:when they took pofleflion of the
Straits of Thermopyle. ;

In a fhort time Xerxesapproached, with
his innumerable army, compofed of various
nations and armed in a thoufand different
manners. When he had feen the {mall
number of his enemies, he could not believe
that they really meaned to oppofe his paf-
fage; but when he was told that this was
furely their defign, he fent out a {mall de-
tachment. of his troops, and ordered them
to take thofe Grecians alive and bring them
bound before him. The Perfian troops fet
out, and attacked the Grecians with con-
fiderable fury; but, in an inftant, they were
routed, the greater part flain, and the reft
obliged to fly. Xerxes was enraged at this
misfortune, and ordered the combat to be
renewed with greater forces. The attack
was renewed, but always with the fame fuc-
cefs, although he fent the bravelt troops in
his whole army.. Thus was this immenf{e
army {topped in its career, and the pride of

their monarch humbled, by fo inconfidera-
ble
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ble a body of Grecians, that they were
not at firlt thought worthy of a ferious
attack. At length, what Xerxes with all
his troops was incapable of affe@ing, was
performed by the treachery of fome of the
Grecians who inhabited that country. For
a great reward they undertook to lead a
chofen body of the Perfians acrofs the
mountains by a fecret path, with which
they alone were acquainted. Accordingly,
in the night the Perfians fet out, pafled
over the mountains in fafety, and encamped
on the other fide. As foon as day arofe,
Leonidas perceived that he had been betray-
ed,and thathe was furroundedby the enemy :
neverthelels, with the fame undaunted cou-
rage he took all neceffary meafures, and
prepared for the fate which he had long re-
folved to meet. After praifing and thank-.
ing the allies, for the bravery with which
they had behaved, he fent them all away
to their refpe€tive countries, Many of the
Spartans too he would have difiniffed under
various pretences; but they, who were all

G2 deter-
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determined rather to perifh with their king,
than to return, refufed to go. When he

- {aw their refolution, he confented that they

thould ftay with him and fhare in his fate.
All day, therefore, he remained quiet in his
camp ; but when evening approached, he
ordered his troops to take fome refrefh-
ment, and [miling, told them to dine like
men who were to fu‘p in another world.
They then completely armed themfelves,
and waited, for the middle of the night,
which Leonidas judged moft proper for
the . defign he meditated. He faw that
the Perfians would never imagine it poﬁi;
ble, that fuch an infignificant body of men
fhould think of attacking their pumerous
forces.  He was therefore determined, in
the filence of the night, to break into their
camp, .and endeavour, amjd the terror
and confufion which would enfue, to {ur-
prize Xeérxes himfelf.  About midnight,
tfherefore, this determined body of Grecians
“marched out with Leonidas at their head.
They foon broke into the Perfian camp,

' - and
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and pu; all to flight that dared: to oppole
them. It is impoflible to defcribe the terror
and confufion which enfued among fo many
thoufands, thus unexpeftedly furprized.
Still the Grecians marched on in clofe, 1m-
penetrable order, overturning the tents, de-
{troying all that dared to refift, and driving
that valt and mighty army like frightencd
fheep before them. At length, they came
even to the imperial tent of Xerxes, and had
he not quitted it at the firft alarm, he would
there have ended at once his life and expe-
dition. The Grecians in an inftant put all
“the guards to flight, and, rufhing upon the
imperial pa\}i]ion, violently overturned it,

and trampled under their feet all the coftly

furniture and veflels of gold, which were

ufed by the monarchs of Perfia. But, now,

“the morning began to appear, and the Per-
fians, who had difcovered the {mail number

of their affailants, furrounded themonevery

fide, and, without daring to come to a clofe

‘engagement, poured in their darts and mif-
five weapons. The Grecians were wearied

Gy even
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even with the toils of eonqueft, and their
body was already confiderably diminifhed.
Neverthelefs; Leonidas, who was yet alive,
led on the intrepid few that yet remained,
to a frefh attack., Again he rufhed upon
the Perfians, and pierced their thickeft bat-
talions as often as he could reach them,
But valour itfelf was vain againft {fuch in-
equality of numbers; at every charge the
Grecian ranks grew thinner and thinner,
till at length they were all deftroyed, with-
out a fingle man’s having quitted his poft,
or turned his back upon the enemy,

Really, faid Tommy, when the hiltory
was finithed, Leonidas was a brave man
indeed. But what became of Xerxes and.
his army after the death of this valiant
Spartan ? Was he able to overcome the
Grecians, or did they repulfe him? You
are now able to read, replied Mr. Barlow,
for yourfelf, and therefore, by examining
the hiftories of thofe countrics, you may

be informed of every thing you defire.
’ And
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And now the froft had continued for
feveral weeks, and Tommy had taken ad-
vantage of the evenings, which generally
proved clear and ftar-light, to improve his
knowledge of the heavens. He had al-
ready ornamented his paper globe with
feveral of the moft remarkable confiella-
tions. Around the pole-ftar he had dil-
covered Perfeus and Andromeda, and
Cepheus, and Cafliopeia’s chair, Between
thefe and the bright Orion, which rofe
every night and glittered in the fouth, he
difcovered feven fmall ftars that were fet
in a clufter, and called the Pleiades. Then,
underneath Orion, he difeovered another
glittering ftar, called Sirius or the Dog-ftar.
All thefe, he continually obferved, journey-
ed every night from eaft to weft, and then
appeared the evening after in their former
places. How ftrange it is, obferved Tom-
my one day to- Mr. Barlow, that all thefe
ftars fhould be continually turning about
the earth ? How do you know, replied Mr.
Barlow, that they turn at all ?

G 4 Tomm¥,
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Becaule I fee them move every night.:
Mr. Barrow.

But, how are you fure, that it is the ﬂars
which move every night, and not the earth
itfelf ? 7

Tommy confidered and faid, But then
I fhould fee the earth move and the flars
Aftand fhll.

% Mr. BArRLOW.
What, did you never ride in a coach ?
Tommy.
Yes, firy .very often;
Mr, BarLow. .

And did you -then fee that the coach
moved, as you fat fill and went along a
level road ?

: Tommy.

No, fir, T proteft I have often though
that the houlfes, and trees, and all the coun-
try, glided {wifily along by the wmdo“s
of the coach.

Mr. BART ow.

And did you never fail in a boat ?
Toummy,
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.

Tommy.

Yes, I have, and I proteft, I have ob-
ferved the fame thing ; for I remember, I
have often thought the fhore was running
away from the boat, inftead of the boat
from the fhore.

Mr. BarrLow.

1f that is the cafe, it is pollible that even
though the earth fhould move, inftead of
the ftars, that you might -only fee what you
do at prefent, and imagine, that the carth
you are upomn, was at refl,

TomMY.

But is it not more likely, that fuch little
things as the ftars and fun fhould move,
than fuch a large thing as the-earth?

Mr. Barrow.

And how do you know that the ftars and

fun are fo fmall ?
TommMmy.

I {ee them to be fo, fir. ~The ftars are
fo fmall that they are hardly to be feen at
a]l, and the fun itfelf, which is much larger, -

G 5 | does =~
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does not feem bigger than a {mall round
table. ’ | |

The day after this converfation, as the
weather was bright and clear, Mr. Barlow
went out to walk with Harry and Tommy.
As, by this time, Tommy was inured to
fatigue, and able to walk many miles, they
continued their excurfion over the hills, til}
at laft they came in fight of the fea. As
they were diverting themfelves with the
immenfe profpeét of water that was before
them, Mr. Barlow perceived fomething
floating at a diftance, fo fmall as to be
fcarcely difcernible by the eye. He point-
ed 1t out to Tommy, who with fome diffi-
culty was able to diftinguifh it, and afked
him what he thought it was,

Tommy anfwered, that he imagined it
to be fome litile fithing boat, but could not
well tell on account of the diflance.

Mr. BArRLOW.

If you do not then fee a fhip, what is it
you do fee, or what does that cbjeét appear
to your eyes ?

ToMMm¥.
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TomMmy.

All that I can fee, is no more than a
little dufky fpeck, which {eems to grow
bigger and bigger.

Mr. Barrow,

And what is the reafon it grows bigger

and bigger ? ‘
Tommy,

Becaufe it comes nearer and nearer to
me.

Mr. BArRLOW.

What, then, does the fame thing fome=
times appear {mall, and fometimes great ?

Tommy.

Yes, fir, it {eems {mall when 1t is at &
great diftance; for I have obferved even
houfes and chuiches, when you are fome
miles diftant, feem to the eye very {mall
indeed : and now I obferved that the veflel
is failing towards us, and 1t 1s not, as I ima-
gined, a little filhing boat, but a thip with
a maft, for I begin to diftinguith the fails,

Mr. Barlow walked on a little while by
the fide of the fea, and prefently Tommy
' G 6 ' called
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called out again: 1 proteft, I was miftaken
again ; for it is not a veflel with one maft,
as I thought a little while ago, but a fine
large fhip with three great mafts and all
her fails before the wind. I believe fhe
muft either be a large merchant-man or
elfe a frigate. :

Mr. BarrLow.

Will you then take notice of what you
have now been faying ? What was firft only
a little dufky {peck, became a veffel with
one maft, and now this veflel with one maft
plainly appears a thip of a very large fize
with all her malls, and fails, and rigging,
complete.  Yet all thefe three appearances
are only the fame obje&@ at different dif-
tances from your eye.

Tommy.
Yes, fir; that is all very true indeed.’
‘ Mr. Barrow.

Why, then, if the thip which is now full
in {ight, were to tack about again, and fail
away from us as faft as fhe approached juft
now, what do you think would happen ?

; ,. : ToMmMmy,
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Tommy.

It would grow lefs and lefs, every minute,

till it appeared a fpeck again.
Mr. BarrLow.

You faid, I think, that the fun was a
very {mall body, not bigger than a round
table.

Tommy, -

Yesydir:

Mr. Barrow.

Suppofing then he were to be removed
to a much greater diftance than he is at
now, what would happen? Would he ap-
pear the fame to your eyes?

Tommy confidered for fome time, and
then faid, If the fhip grows lefs and lefs,
till at laft it appears a mere {peck, by going
farther and farther, I fhould think the fun
would do the fame.

| Mr. BArRLOw.

There you are perfettly right; there-
fore, if the fun were to depart farther and
farther from us, at Jaft he would appear no
bigger than one of thofe twinkling ftars that

you
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you fee at fo great a diftance above your
head,
Tommy.
That I perfettly comprehend.
" Mr. BarrLow.

But if, on the contrary, one of thofe
twinkling ftars were to approach nearer and
nearer to where you ftand, what do you
think would happen? Would it ftill appear
of the fame fize?

Tomwmy.

No, fir. The fhip as it came nearer to us.
appeared every moment larger, and there-
fore I think the ftar muft do the fame.

, Mr. Barrow.

Might it not then at laft appear as big as
the fun now does; jult as the fun would
dwindle away to the fize of a ftar, were it to
be removed to a fiill greater diftance ?

Tommy.
Imdeed, I think it might.
Mr, BarLow:
What then do you imagine muft happen,
- could
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could the fun approach a great deal nearer
to us? Would his fize remain the fame?
ToMmy. ~

No, I plainly fee that he muft appear

bigger and bigger, the nearer he comes.
Mr. BarLow.

If that is the cafe, it is not fo very certain
that the earth we inhabit is bigger than the
fun and ftars. They are at a very great
diftance from us; therefore, if any body
could go from the earth towards the fun,
how do you think the earth would appear
to him as he journeyed on?

, ToMmY..

Really, I can hardly tell.

Mr., Barrow. e

No: Why is it not the {fame thing, whe~
ther an objett goes from you, or you from
the objett ? Is there any difference between:
the fhip’s failing away from us, and oux
walking away from the fhip ?

TomMmy,

No, fir. .

‘ Mr,
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Mr. BARLoOw. ;

Did you not fay, that if the {un could be
removed farther from our eyes, it would
appear lefs ?

Tommy,

To be {ure it would.

: Mr. Barrow. ,

Why then, if the earth were to fink down
from under our feet, lower and lower, what
would happen? Would it have the fame
appearance ? !

' ToMmmy. ,

No, fir; I think it muft appear lefs and

lefs, like the fhip when it is failing away.
e N Banuow.

Very right, indeed. But now attend to
what I afked you juft now: if a perfon
could rife flowly into the air, and mount
ftill higher and higher, towards the f{un,.
what would happen? :

Toummy.

Why the fame as if the earth were to

fink from under us, it would appear lefs and

lels,

MTr,
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Mr. BarrLow. :

Might not the earth then at leaft appear
as fmall as the fun or moon does?

TomMmy.

I can hardly conceive that—And yet, I
{ee it would appear lefs and lefs, the farther
he went.

Mr. Bariow.

Do you remember what happened to you,

when you left the ifland of Jamaica ?
Tommy.

Yes, I do. One of the blacks held me
upon the deck, and then I looked towards
~ the ifland; and I thought that it began to
move away from the thip, though, in reality,
it was the fhip moved away from the land.
And then, as the thip continued failing
along the water, the ifland appeared lefs
and lefs. Firft, I loft fight of the trees and
houfes that ftood upon the thore ; and then
1 could only fee the higheft mountai”ns;
and then I could fcarcely fee the mountains
themlelves; and, at laft, the whole ifland
appeared only like a dark mift above the

| ‘ water 3
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water ; and then the mift itfelf difappeared,
and I could fee nothing but a vaft extent
of water all round and the fky above.

Mr. Barrow,

And muft not this be exaétly the cafe,
if you could rife up into the air, higher and
higher, and leok down upon the earth ?

Tommy,

Indeed it muft.

Mr. BarRrow. ;

Now then you will be able to anfiwer
the queftion I afked you a little while agos
Could a perfon travel {traight forward from
the earth to the fun, how would they both
appear to him as he went forward ?

Tommy.

The earth would appear lefs and lefs as
he went from it; and the fun bigger and
bigger, :

Mr. Barrow.

Why, then, perhaps it would happen at,
laft, that the fun appeared bigger than the
earth,

TomMm=,
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Tommy.

Indeed it might, -

Mr. BarrLow,.

Then you fee that you muft no longer
talk of the earth’s being large, and the fun
fmall, fince that may only happen, becaufe
you are near the one, and at a great diftance
from the other, At 1eaﬁ, you muft now be
convinced, that both the fun and ftars muft -
be immenfely, bigger than you would at firft
{i ght guefs them to be.

 As they were returning home, they hap-
pened to pafs through a fmall town in their
way, and faw a crowd of people going into
an houfe, which gave Mr. Barlow the
curiofity to inquire the reafon. They
were told, that there was a wonderful per-
fon there, who performed a variety of
firange and diverting experiments. Upon
Tommy’s exprefling a great defire to fee
thefe curious exhibitions, Mr. Barlow took
them both in, and they all feated themfelves
mong the audience, Prefently the per-
former:
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former began his exhibitions, wh'ch very
much diverted Tommy. and furprized the
fpefators. At length, after a variety of
curious tricks upon cards, the conj\urer de-
fired them to obferve a large bafon of
water, with the figure of a little fwan float-
ing upon the furface. Gentlemen, faid the
man, I have referved this curious experi-
ment for the laft; becaufe it is the moft
wonderful of all that I have to fhow, or
that perhaps was ever exhibited to the
prefent hour. You fee that {wan; it is
no more than a little image without either
fenfe or life.  If you have any doubt upon
the fubjed, take it up in your hands and
examine it. = Accordingly, feveral of the
fpettators took it up in their hands, and,
after having examined it, fet it down again
upon the water. Now, continued he, this
fwan, which to you appears totally without
fenfe or motion, is of fo extraordinary a
pature that he knows me, his mafter, and
will follow in any dire€tion that I command,
Saying this, he took out a little piece of

bread,
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bread, and whifling to his bird, ordered
him to come to the fide of the bafon and
be fed. Immediately, to the great furprize
of all the company, the {fwan turned about
and {wam to' the fide of the bafon. The
man whiftled again, and prefently the fwan
turned himfelf round, and purfued the hand
of his malter to the other fide of the bafon.
The [pedlators could hardly believe their
eyes, and fome of them got little pieces of
bread, and held them out, imagining that
he would do the fame to them. But it was
in vain they whiftled and prefented their
bread ; the bird remained unmoved upon
the water, and obeyed no erders but thofe
of his mafter. When this exhibition had
been repeated over and over again, to the
extreme. delight and aftonifhment of all
prefent, the company rofe and difperfed;
and Mr. Barlow and the litle boys purfued -
their way home,
But Tommy’s mind was fo engaged with
what he had feen, that for feveral days he
~could think and talk of nothing elfe. He

( - would
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would give all that he had in the world, to
find out this curious trick, and to be poffeff-
ed of fuch a fwan. At length, as-he was
one day talking to Harry upon the fubject,
Harry told him with a fmile, that he be~
lieved he had found out the method of doing
it ; and that if be did not miftake, he would
“the next day fhow him a {wan that would
come to be fed as well as the conjurer’s.
Accordingly, Harry moulded a bit of wax
into the fhape of a fwan, and placed it upon
a bafon of water. He then prefented to it
a piece of bread, and, to the inexpreflible
delight of Tommy, the fwan purfued the
bread jult as he had feen before. After he
had f{everal time diverted himfelf with this
experiment, he wanted to be informed of
the compofition of this wonderful fwan.
P]arry, therefore, thowed him, within the
body of the bird, a large necedle, which lay
acrofs it from one end to the other.. In
the bread with which the fwan was fed, he
alfo thowed him concealed a fmall bar of
iton, Tommy could not eomprehend all

I this,
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this, although he faw it before his eyes,
But Mr. Barlow, who was prefent, taking
up the bar of iron, and putting down feveral
necdles upon the table, Tommy was in-
finitely furprized to fee the needles all jump
up, ene after another, at the approach of
the bar, and fhoot towards it as if they had
been poflefled of life and fenfe, They
then hung all about the bar fo firmly, that,
though it was lifted into the air, they- all
remained {ufpended, nor ever quitted their
hold. ~ Mr. Barlow then placed a key upon
the table, and putting the iron near it, the
key attached itlelf as firmly to the bar as
the needles had done before. * All this ap-
peared {o furprizing to Tommy, that he
begged an explanation of it from Mr. Bar-
low. That gentleman told him, that there
was a {tone ofien found in iron mines that
was called the load-ftone. This flone is
- naturally poffefled of the lurprizing power. -
of drawing to itfelf all pieces of iron that
are not too large, nor placed at too great a
diftance. But what is cqually extraordi-

nary
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nary is, that iron itfelf, after having been
rubbed upon the load-ftone, -acquires the
fame virtue as the ftone itfelf, of attract-
- ing other iron. For this purpofe, they
take {mall bars of iron and rub them care-
fully upon the load-ftone, and when they
have acquired thisvery extraordinary power,
they call them magnets. When Harry
had feen the exhibition of the {wan, upon
revolving it over in his mind, he began to
fufpe€t that 1t was performed entirely by
the power of magnetifm. Upon his talk-
ing to me about the affair, I confirmed him
in his opinion, and furnithed him with a
{mall magnet to put into the bread, and a
large needle to conceal in the body of the
bird. - So this is the explanation of the
feat, which fo much puzzled you a few days
paft. Mr. Barlow had fcarcely done fpeak-
ing, when Tommy obferved another curious.
property of the fwan, which he had not
fsund out before. This bird, when left
to itfelf, 'conftantly refted in one par-
ticular diretion; and that direftion was

' full
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full north and fouth. Tommy inquired
the reafon of this, and Mr. Barlow gave
him thisadditional explanation, The perfons
that firft difcovered the wonderfyl powers
of the load ftone in communicating its
virtues to iron, diverted themfelves, as we
do now, in touching needles and {mall
pieces of iron, which they made to float
upon water, and attradted them about with
other pieces of iron. But it was not long
before they found out, as you do' now,
another {urprizing property of this wonder-
ful ftone. They obferved, that when a
needle had once been touched by the load-
ftone, if it was left to float upon the water
without reftraint, it would invariably turn
itlelf towards the north. 1In a fhort time,
‘they improved the difcovery farther, and
contrived to fufpend the middle of the
needle upon a point, fo loofely that it
could move about in every direflion, -
This they covered with a glafs-cafe, and
by this means they always had it in their
power-to find out all the quarters of the
heavens and carth,

Vori 11, H ToMmmy,
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ToMmMmy.
Was this difcovery of any great ufe?
Mr. Barrow.

Before this time, they had no other
qmethod of finding their way along the fea,
but by obferving the ftars. They knew
by experience, in what parts of the fky
«certain ftars appeared at every feafon of the
year, and this enabled them to difcover
Eaft, Weft, North, and South. But when
they fet out from their own country by fea,
they knew in which dire@ion the place was
fituated, which they were going to. If
lay to the caft, they had only to keep e §
head of the fhip turned full to that quarter
of the heavens, and they would arrive at
the place they were going o ; and this they
were enabled to do by obferving the {tars.
Rut frequently the weather was thick, and
the ftars no longex appeared ; and then they
were left to wander about the pathlefs
ocean without the fimallelt track to guide
them in their courfe. 3

Tommy.

Poor people, they mult be in a dreadful

fituation
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fituation indeed, toft about on {uch an im-
menfe place as the {ca, in the middle of a
dark night, and not able even to guels at
their fituation.

Mr. BarLow.

For this reafon they feldom dared to
venture out of {ight of thore, for fear of
lofing their way: by which means, all
their voyages were long and tedious; for
they were obliged to make them feveral
times as long as they would have done, could
they have taken the ftraight and neareft
way. 'But {oon after the difcovery of this -
admirable property of the load flone, they
found that the needle which had been thus
prepared, was capable of fhowing them the
different points of the heavens even in the.
darkeft night. This enabled them to fail
with greater {ecurity, and to venture bold']y
upon the immenfe ocean, which they bad
always feared before.

Tommy. _

How extraordinary, that a little ftone
thould enable people to crofs the fea and

H 2 : to
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to find their way from one country to an-
other! But I wonder why they take all
thele pains.

Mr. BARLOW.

That you need not wonder at, when you
confider that one country frequently pro-
duces what another does not ; and therefore,
by exchanging their different commoditics,
both may live more conveniently than they
did before. '

Harry.

But does not almoft every country pro-
duce all that is neceflary to fupport the in-
habitants of it? and therefore they might
live, I fhould think, even though they re-
ceived nothing from any other country.

Mr. BarRLow.

So might your father live perhaps upon
the produttions of his own farm; but he
fometimes {ells his cattle to purchale
clothes; fometimes his corn to purchafe
cattle. Then he frequently exchanges with
his neighbours one kind of grain for an-
other, and thus their mutual conveniency

is
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is better promoted than if cach were to
confine himfelf to the produce of his own
land. At the fame time it is true, that
every country which is inhabited by men,
contains within itfelf all that is neceffary for
their {ubfiftence ; and what they bring from
other countries, is frequently more hurtful
than falutary to thenn,
Harrvy.

I bave heard you fay that even in Green-
land, the coldeft and moft uncomfortable
country in the world, the inhabitants pro-
cure themiclves neceflaries, and live con-
tented,

Tommy.

- What is there a part of the world fill
colder than Lapland ?

Mr. BaArRLow.

Greenland isftill farther north, and there-
fore colder and more barren. The ground
is there covered with eternal fnows, which
never melt even in the fummer. There are
fcarcely any animals to be found excepting
~ bears, that live by preying upon fifh.
H 3 i ‘There
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There are no trees grow upon any part of
the country, {o that the inhabitants have
nothing to build their houfes with except-
ing the planks and trees which the fea
wathes away from other countries, and
~leaves. upon their coaft. With thefe they
~erelt large cabins, where feveral families
live together. The fides of thefe huts are
compofed of earth and ftones, and the top
fecured with turf; in a fhort time the
whole is fo cemented with froft, that it is
impenetrable to the weather during the
:whole winter. Along the fides of the build-
ing are made feveral partitions, in each of
wlnch a Greenlander lives with his famlly
Each of thefe families has a {mall lamp
continually burning before them, by means
of which they cook their food and light
themfelves, and, what is equally necéITary
in fo cold a country, keep up an agreeable
warmth throughout their apartment. They
have a few deer which fometimes vifit them
in ‘the fummer, and which the Greenlanders
kill. whenever they can catch them; but
9 they

o
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they are almoft entirely deflitute of all.the
vegetables which ferve as nourifhment to-
man: fo that they are obliged to be con-
tinually upon the fea in order to catch fifh:
for their maintenance.’

Tommy. “

What a dreadful life muft that be in a
country which is fo cold!

Mr. BarrLow.

In confequence of that extreme cold,.
thofe northern feas are full of fuch immenf{e
quantities of ice, that they are {fometimes
almoft covered with them. Huge pieces '
come floating down, which are not only
as big as the largeft houles, but even re=
{femble fmall mountains. Thefle are {fome=
times dafhed againft each other by the
winds, with {fuch immenf{e force, that they
would cruth the ftrongeft {hip to pieces, and
with a noife that exceeds the report of a
cannon. Upon thefe pieces of ice are fre-
quently feen white bears of an enormous
fize ; which have either fallen afleep upon
them and fo been carried away, or have

H 4 | ftraggled
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firaggled over thofe icy hills in fearch of
fith.
Tommy,

And“*}s it poffible that the inhabitants
of {uch a country can find enough in it for
all their neceffities ?

Mr. Barvrow.

. The neceffities of life are very few, and
are therefore to be found even in the moft
rugged climates, if men are not wanting
to themlelves, or deficient in induftry. In
plentiful countries like this, and moft of
the more temperate climates, great num-
bers are maintained in idlenefs, and imagine
that they are only born to live upon the
labour of others. But in fuch a country
as Greenland is deferibed to be, it requires
~continual exertion to procure the fimpleft
fupport of human life ; and therefore no
one can live at all, who will not employ
himf{elf in the fame manner as his neigh-
bours.

Tomumy.

You faid that thefe people had neither

flefh
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flefh nor corn; do they then clothe them-
felves with the {kins of fith as well as live
upon them ?

Mr. Barrow.

There is in thole feas a peculiar fpecies
of animal called a feal. He is nine or ten
feet long, and has two {mall feet before, on
which he is able to walk a little upon the
fhore ; for he frequently comes out of the
{ea, and fleeps, or amufes himfelf upon the
land, or ice. His body is very large, and
full of o1l, and behind he has two legs which
refemble fins, with which he {wims in the
water.  This animal is the conftant prey
of the Greenlander, and furnifthes him with
all he wants. The flelh he eats, the fat
ferves him to feed his lamp, which is almoft
as neceflury as focd itfelf in that cold
climate, With the fkin he compofes clothes
that are impenetrable to the water, or lines
the infide of his hut to keep cut the wea-
ther.  As this animal is fo.neceflary to the
exiftence of a Greenlander, it is bis greateft
glory to chace and take him, For this pur-

H 5 Pufea
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pofe, he places himfelf in a fmall narrow
boat, the top of which is covered over with
the {kins of feals, and'clofes round the mid-
dle of the fifher fo tight as entirely to ex-
clude the water.. He has a long.oear, or
paddle, broad at both ends, which he dips
firlt on one fide, then on the other, and
rows along with incredible {wiftnefs, over
the rougheft {feas. ‘He carries with him an
harpoon, which is a kind of lance, or jave-
lin, tied to a leng thong, at the end of
which 1s fixed a bladder, or fome other
light thing that finks with difficulty. When
the fitherman is thus prepared, he fkims
lightly along the waters, till he perceives at
a diftance one of thefe animals floating:
upon the furface. The Greenlander thew
approaches him as foftly. as he is able, and;
if poffible, contrives that the animal fhall
have the wind and fun in his eyes. When
he 1s {ufficiently near, he throws his har-
poon, and generally wounds the creature ;.
in which cafe, heinftantly hurries away, and
carrics with him the thong and bladder.,

DBut
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‘But it is not long before he is compelled
to rife agaiﬁ to the furface of the water to
. breathe; and then the Greenlander, who
has been purfuing him all the time, attacks
him anew, and difpatches him with a fhorter
lance, which he has brought with him for
that purpofe. He then ties his prey to his
boat, and tows it after him to his family,
who receive it with joy, and drefs it for his -
fupper. Although thele poor people live a
life of fuch continual fatigue,andare obliged
to earn their food with fo much hardfhip, .
they are genecrous and hofpitable in the
management of it ; for not a perfon. prefent .
but is invited to partake of the feaft: and a
Greenlander would think himfelf dithonour-
ed for life, that fhould be thomlght capable

of withing to keep it all to himfelf. .
, Tommy.
1think it feems as if the lefs people had, ,
the more generous they are of it,
Mr: BarLow. .
That is not unfrequently the cafe, and
fhould be a leflun to many of our rich at
' oL home,
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home, who imagine that they have nothing
to do with their fortune but to throw itaway
upon their pleafures; while there are fo
many thoufands in want of the common
neceflaries of life.

ToMMmyY.

But pray, fir, have you no more parti-
culars to tell me about thele Greenlanders ¥
For I think 1t is the moft curious account I
ever heard in my life.

Mr. Barrow. :

There 1s another very curious particular
indeed to be mentioned of thefe countries
‘in thefe feas is found the largeft animal in
the world ; an immenfe fifh which is called
the whale.

Tommy,

Oh dear! I have heard of that extraordi-
nary animal. And pray, fir, do the Green-
landers ever catch them?

Mr. Barrow.

The whale is of fuch a prodigious fize,
that he fometimes reaches feventy or eighty,
or even more than an hundredfeet inlength.

e
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He is from ten to above twenty feet in
height, and every way large in proportion.
When he {wims along the feas, he appears
rather like a large veflel floating upon the
waters, than a fifh. He has two holes in
his head, through which he blows out water
to a great height in the air, immen{e fins,and
a tail with which he almoft raifes a tempeft
when he lathes the fea with it.  Would yon
not believe that fuch an animal was the moft
dreadful of the whole brute creation ?
Tommy,

Indeed, fir, I fhould ; I fhould think that
fuch a fifh would overfet whole fhips, and
devour the failors.

Mr. BarLow.

Far from it—it is one of the mofl in=
nocent in refpe& to man, that the ocean
produces ; nor does he ever do him the
leafl hurt, unlefs by accidentally overturn-
ing vellels with his enormous bulk. The
food he lives upon is chiefly fmall fifh, and
particularly herrings. Thefe fifh are bred
in fuch prodigious fhoals, amid the ice of

thofe
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thofe northern climates,, that the fea is ab-
folutely covered with' them for miles to-
gether. Then it is that the hungry whale
purfues them, and thins their numbers; by
fwallowing thoufands of them in their
courfe.
: Harry.

What numbers indeed muft fuch a pro=
digious filh devour of thofe {mall animals !
Mr. BArRLOow:

The whale in his turn falls a prey to the
cruelty and avarice of man. Some indeed
are caught by the Greenlanders, who have
a fufficient-excufe for perfecuting him with
continual attacks, in their total want of
vegetables and every {pecies of food which
the earth-affords. But the Europeans, who
are too nice and {queamith to eat his flefh,
{end out great numbers of [hips, every year,
to deftroy the poor whale, merely for the
fake of the il which his body contains,
and the elaftic bones whieh - are - known
by the name of whale-bone, and applied to .

feveral purpofes.. When thofe that go upon .
this .
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this dangerous expedition difcern a whale
floating at a diftance, they inftantly fend out
a large boat to purfue him. - Some of the
men row along as gently as poffible, while
the perfon that is appointed to attack the
fith, ftands upon the fore-part of the boat,
holding in his hand a fharp harpoon, with
which he is prepared to wound his prey.
This is faftened to a long cord which lies
ready coiled up in the boat, {o that they
may let it out in an inftanf, when the fifh
is firuck ; for fuch is his prodigious force,
that fhould the leaft impediment occur to
ftop the rope in its paffage, he would in-
ftantly draw the boat after him down to the
bottom of the fea. In order to prevent
thefe dangerous accidents, a man {tands
conftantly ready to divide the rope with an
hatchet, in cafe it thould happen to tangle ;
and another is continually pouring water
over-it, for fear the fwiftnefs of the motion
{hould make it take fire. = The poor whale
that is thus wounded, darts away with an in-
conceivable rapidity, and generally plunges

: to
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to the bottom of the fea. They have a
prodigious quantity of cord ready to let out,
and when their {tore is exhaued, there are
generally other boats ready to fupply more.
Thus is the poor animal overpowered and
killed, in fpite of his immenfe bulk and
irrefiltible firength : for gradually wearied
with his own efforts and the lofs of blood,
he foon relaxes in his fpeed, and rifes
again to the top of the water. Then it is
that the fifhers, who have purfued him all
the time with the hopes of fuch an oppor-
tunity, approach him anew, and attack him
with freth harpoons; till in the end his
firength is entirely exhaufted, the waves
them{ehes are tinged with a bloody colour
from - his innumerable wounds, and he
writhes him/elf about in ftrong convulfions
and unutterable pain.  Theu the conflitt is
foon at an end ; in a fhort time he breathes
his lall, and turning upon his back, _floats
like fome large veflel upon the furface of
the {ea. The fifhers then approach, and
cut off the fins and other valuable parts,
which
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which they ftow on board their fhips; the
fat or blubber, as it is often called, is re-
ceived into large hogfheads, and when boil-
ed to purify it, compofes the common oil
which is applied to fo many ufeful purpofes.
The remains of this vaft body are left a
prey to other fith and to the Greenlanders,
who carefully colle& every fragment which
they can find, and apply it to their own ule.
Sometimes they go to purfue the whale
themfelves; but when they do, it is in
large numbers, and they attack him nearly
in the fame manner with the Europeans:
only as they are not fo well fupplicd with
cord, they fix the fkins of [eals, which they
have inflated with air, to the end of the
thongs which are tied to their harpoons ;
and this ferves both to weary out the fifh
who drags them with him under the water,
and to dilcover him the inftant he ap-
proaches to the furface,
Haxgrry,
I cannot help pitying the poor whale that
is thus perfecuted for the fake of his fpoils,
Why



186 TIHEHISTOR Y OR

Why cannot man let this poor beaft live
unmolefted in the midft of the fnows and
ice in which he was born ?

Mr. BarLow.

You ought to know enough of the world,
to be fenfible, that the defire of gain will
tempt men upon every expedition. How-
ever, in this cafe you fhould cenfider, that
the whale himfelf is continually fuppofted’
by murdering thoufands of herrings and
other fmall fifh ; fo that, were they poflefled
of reafon, they would weicome the Furo-
peans who came to deftroy their enemies,
- as friends and benefattors.

Tommy.

But pray, fir, how do the little boys
amufe themfelves in fuch a difmal country ;
do their fathers take them out a ﬁ(hirig
with them ?

Mr. Barrow.

When the men come home all covered
with wet and icicles, and {it down comfort-
ably in their huts to feaft upon their prey,
their common converfation is about the

: dangers.
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dangers and accidents they have met with
in their expedition. A Greenlander relates,
‘how he bounded over the waves to furprize
2 monftrous feal; how he pierced the
animal with his harpoon, who had liked to
have dragged the beat with him under the
water ; how he attacked him again in clofer
combat: how the beaft, enraged with his
wounds, ruthed upon him in order to de-
- firoy him with his teeth ; and how in the
end, by courage and perfeverance, be tri-
umphed over his adverfary, and brought
him fafe to land. All this he relates with
the vehemence and intereft which people
naturally feel for things which concern
them nearly ; he ftands in the midft of his
countrymen, and defcribes every minute
circumftance of his adventures: the little
children gather round, and greedily catch
the relation ; they feel themfeclves interelted
in every circumilance; they hear, and with
to fhare in the toils and glary of their
fathers. When they are alittle bigger, they
exercife themlelves in fmall fkiffs, with

which
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which they learn to overcome the waves.
Nothing can be more dangerous, or require
greater dexterity than the management of a
Greenlander’s boat, Theleaft thing over-
fets it, and then the man, who cannot difen-
gage himfelf from the boat which is faften-
ed to his middle, finks down below the
waves, and is inevitably drowned if he can-
not regain his balance. The only hope of
doing this is placed in the proper applica-
tion of his oar ; and therefore the dextrous
management of this implement forms the
early ftudy of the young Greenlanders. In
their {portive parties they row about in a
thoufand different manners; they diveunder.
their boats, and then fet them to rights with
their paddle; they learn to glide over the
rough¢ft billows, and face the greateft dan-
gers with intrepidity : till in the end they
acquire {ufficient firength and addrefs to
fith themfelves, and to be admitied into the
clafs of men.
A Harry.
Pray, fir, is this the country where men
‘ travel
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travel about upon fledges that are drawn
by dogs? |
Tommy,

Upon fledges drawn by dogs? That
muft be droll indeed. T had no idea that
dogs could ever draw carriages.

Mr. Barrow.

Thecountry you are {peaking of is call-
ed Kamtichatka; it is indeed a cold and
dreary country, but very diftant from
Greenland. The inbabitants there train up
large dogs, which they harnefls to a {ledge,
upon which the mafter fits, and {o performs
his journey along the fnow and ice. All
the fummer the dogs are turned loofe to
fhift for themfelves, and prey upon the re-
mains of fith, which they find upon the
fhore or the banks of rivers; for fith is the
common food of all the inhabitants. In
the winter the Kamt{chatkans alflemble their
dogs, and ufe them for the purpofes I have
mentioned, They have no reins to govern
their dogs, or ftop them in their courfe :
but ‘the driver fits upon his fledge, and

keeps

6
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keeps him{elf as fteady as he is able, hold-
ing in'his hand a fhort ftick which he throws
at the dogs, if they .difpleafe him, and
catches again with great dexterity as he
pafles. This way of travelling is not with-
out danger; for the temper of the dogs is
fuch, that when they defcend hills and {lip-
pery places, and pafs through woods where
the driver is expofed to wound himfelf
with the branches and ftumps, they always
quicken their pace.  The fame is obferved
in cafe their mafter thauld fall off, which they
inflantly difcover by the fudden lightnels of
the carriage; for then they fetoff atfucha
rate that it is difficult to overtake them,
The only remedy which the Kamt{chatkan
finds, is to throw himfelf at his length upon
the ground, and lay hold on the empty
fledge, [uffering himfelf to be thus dragged
along the earth, till the dogs through weari-
“nefs abate their fpeed. Frequently in their
journies, thefe travellers are furprized by
unexpected ftorms of wind and fnow, which
render it impraéticable to proceed farther.

How



SANDFORD AND MERTON. 191

How ill would an European fare to be thus
abandoned, at the diftance perbaps of an
hundred miles, or more, from any habitable
place ; expoled without fhelter in the midft
of extenfive plains, and unable to procure
either food or fire? But the hardy native
of thefe cold climates, inured from his in-
fancy to {upport difficulties, and almolt {u-
perior to the elements, feeks the fthelter of
the firft foret he can find ; then wrapping
himfelf round in hiswarm fur garment he {its
with his legs under him, and thus bundled
up {uffers himfelf to be covered round with
the fnow, except a {mall hole which he
lcaves forthe conveniency of breathing. In
this manner he lies with his dogs around
him, who aflift in keeping him warm, fome-
times feveral days; till the ftorm is paft,
the roads are paflable, and he is able to
purfue his journey again.
Toumy,

I could not have conceived it poffible,

that men fhould be able to firuggle with fo

many hardfhips. But do not the poor peo-
’ ‘ ple
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ple that inhabit thefe cold climates, quit
them, whenever they can find .an oppor-
tunity, and come to fettle in thofe that are
warmer ?

- Mr. Barrow.

Not in the lealt. When they hear that
there are no feals to be caught in other
countries, they fay that they muflt be wretch-
ed indeed, and much inferior to their own,
Befides, they have in general fo great a
contempt for all the Europeans, that they
have no inclination to vifit the countries
which they inhabit.

Tomwmy,

How can that be ? How can a parcel of
wretched, ignorant favages, defpife men that
are fo much fuperior to' themlelves ?

Mr. Barrow.

This 1s not what they are quite fo well
convinced of. The Greenlanders, for in-
ftance, fee that the Europeans that vifit
them, -are much inferior to themfelves in
the art of managing a boat or catching
feals; 1in fhort, in every thing which they

find
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find moft ufefulto fupport life. For this
reafon they confider them all with very
great contempt, and look upon them as lit~
tle better than barbarians,

Tommy.

That is very impertinent indeed, and I
fhould like to convince them of their folly,
Mr. Barrow.

Why, do not you look upon yourfelf as
much [uperior to your black ferva)xlrl)ts, and
have I not often heard you exprefs great
contempt for them ?

Tommy.

I do not defpife them now fo much as [
ufed to do. Befides, fir, I only think my-
felf fomething better becaufe I have been
brought up like a gentleman.

Mr. Barrow.

A gentleman ! I have never exaélly un-
derftood what a gentleman is, according to
your notions,

Tommy,

Why, fir, when a perfon is not brought
up to work, and has feveral people to wait

Vor,. II, I upoen
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upon him, like my father and mother, ther
he is a gentleman.
Mr. BAarrLow. :

And then he has a right to defpife others,
has he?

Tommy.

I do not fay that, fir, neither. But he is,

however, fuperior to them.
Mr. Barrow.

Superior in what ? In the art of cultiva-
ting the ground to raife food, and making
clothes or houfes ?

Tommy.

No, fir, not that; for gentlemen never

plough the ground or build houfes.
Mr. BArRLow,.

Is he then fuperiorin knowledge ! Were
you, who have been brought up a gentle-
man, fuperior to all the reft of the world
when you came here !

Tommy.

To be fure, fir, when I came here, I did
not know as much as I do now.

Mr.
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Mr. BarLow.

If then you, when you knew nothing and
could do nothing, thought yourfelf fuperior
to the relt of the world, why fhould you
wonder that men, who really excel others
in thofe things which they {ee ab{blutely
ncceflary, fhould have the fame good opi-
nion of themfelves ? Were you to be in
Greenland, for inftance, how would you
prove your own fuperiority and impor-
tance ? :

Tommy,

I would tell them that I had always been

well brought up at home.
Mr. BarLow.

That they would not believe ; they would
fay, that they faw you were totally unable
to do any thing ufeful ; to guide a boat; to
fwim the feas; to procure yourfelf the leafl
{uftenance ; fo that you would perith with
hunger, if they did not charitably afford
you now and then a bit of whale or feal.
And as to your being a gentleman, they
would not underftand the word ; nor would

I .. they
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ithey comprehend, why one man who is
naturally as good as his fellow-creature,
fhould fubmit to the caprice of another and
obey him.

Indeed, anfwered Tommy, I begin to
think that I am not fo much better than
others, as I ufed to do.

Mr. Barrow.

The more you encourage that thought,
the more likely you are to acquire real
fuperiority and excellence; for great and
generous minds are lels expofed to that
ridiculous vanity than weak and childifh
ones.

A few evenings after this converfation,
when the night was remarkably clear, Mr.
Barlow called his two pupils into the gar-
den, where there was a long hollow tube
fufpended upon a frame. Mr. Barlow then |
placed Tommy upon a chair, and bade him |
look through it; which he had fcarcely
done, when he cried out, What an extra-
ordinary fight is this > What is the matter ?*

faid
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faid Mr. Barlow. I fee, replied Tommy,
what I fhould take for the moon, were it
not a great many times bigger; and fo near
to me that I can almoft touch it. ~ What
you fee, anfwered Mr. Barlow {miling, is
the moon itfelf, This glafs has indeed the
power of making it appear to your eye, as
it would do, could you approach a great deal
nearer : bat ftill it is nothing but the moon,;
and from this fingle experiment you may
judge of the different fize which the fun and
all the other heavenly bodies would appear
to have, if you could advance a great deal
nearer to them. Tommy was delighted
with this new fpeétacle : the moon, he faid,
viewed in this manner, was the moft glorious
fight he had ever feen in his life. And E-
proteft, added he, it feems to be fhaded i
fuch a manner, that it almoft refembles land
and water. What you fay, anfwered Mr.
Barlow, is by no means unreafonable : the
moon isa very large body, and may be, for
aught we know, inhabited like the earth.
" Tommy was more and more aflonifhed at

oo the
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the introduftion of all thele new ideas: but
what he was particularly inquifitive about
‘was, to know the reafonof this extraordinary
change 1a the appearance of objefls, only
by looking through an hollow tube with a
bit of glafs fixed into it.  All this, replied
Mr. Barlow, I will, if you defire it, one
day explain to you; but it is rather too
long and diflicult to undertake it at the
prelent moment: when you are a litde
farther advanced in fome of the things
which you are now ftudying, you will com-
prehend me better. However, before we
retire to-night, I will fhow you fomething
more which will perhaps equally furprize
you. They then returned to the houfe,
and Mr. Barlow, who had prepared every
thing for his intended exhibition, led Tom-
my into a-room, where he obferved nothing
but a lantern upon the floor, and a white
fheet hung up againft the wall. Tommy
laughed, and faid he did not {ee any thing
very curlcus -in all that, Well, faid Mr,
Barlow, perhaps L may furprize you yet,

before



SANDFORD AND MERTON. 199

before 1 have done; let us at leaft Light up
the lantern that you may fee a little clearer.
‘Mr. Barlow then lighted a lamp, which
was within the lantern, and extinguithed all
the other candles; and Tommy was in-
fltantly ftruck with aftonifhment, to {ee a
gigantic figure of a man leading along a
large bear, appear upon the wall and glide
flowly along the fhect. As he was ad-
miring this wonderful fight, alarge monkey,
dreffed up in the habit of man, appeared
and followed the bear; after him came an
old woman trundling a barrow of fruit; and
then two boys, who however were as big as
men, that feemed to be fighting as they
pafled. Tommy could hardly find words to
exprefs his pleafure and admiration ; and
he intreated Mr. Barlow, in the moft earneft
manner, to explain to him the reafon of all
thele wonderful fights. At prefent, faid
Mr. Barlow, you are not {ufliciently ad-
vanced to comprehend the explanation.
- However, thus much I will inform you,
that both the wonderful tube which fhowed:

L 4% you
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you the moon fo much larger than you
ever faw it before, and this curious exhibi-
tion of to night, and a variety of others,
which T will hereafter fhew ycu, if you de-
fire it, depend entirely upon fuch a little bit
of glafs as'this. Mr. Barlow then put into
his hand a {fmall, round piece of glafs, which
refembled the figure of a globe on both
fides : it is by looking through fuch pieces
of glals as this, faid he, and by arranging
them in a particular manner, that we are
enabled to perform all thefe wonders,
Well, faid Tommy, I never could have
believed, that fimply looking through a bit
of glafs could have made fuch a difference
in the appearance of things. Andyet, faid
Mr. Barlow, looking at a thing, through
water alone, is capable of producing the
greatelt change, as 1 will immediately prove
to you. Mr. Barlow then took a fmall
carthen bafon, and putting an half crownat
the bottom, defired Tommy gradually to
go back, ftill looking at the bafon, till he

could diftinguifh the piece of money no
longer,
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longer. Tommy accordingly retired, and’
prefently cried out, that he had totally loft
fight of the money ; then, faid Mr. Barlow,
I will enable you to fee it, merely by putting
water intoit. So he gradually poured water
into the bafon, till, to the new aftonifh-
ment of Tommy; he found that he could
plainly fee the half-crown, which was before
invifible.. Tommy was vaftly delighted
with all thefe wonderfu]bexperiments, and
declared, that from this time forward, he
would never reft till he bad made himf{elf
acquainted with every thing curious inevery
branch of knowledge.. I remember reads
ing a ftory, added Mr. Barlow;  where a.
telefcope, for that is the name of the glafs
which brings diftant objetts fo much nearer
to the eye, was ufed to -a very excellent
purpofe-indeed.s Pray how was that, faid
Tommy ? In fome part of Africa, faid
Mr. Barlow, there was a prince who was at-
tacked by one of his moft powerful neigh-
bours, and almoft driven out of his domi-
nions,. He had done every thing he could:

1.5 to
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‘to defend himf{elf with the greateft bravery ;
but was overpowered by the numbers of his
enemy and defeated in feveral battles, At
length he was reduced to a very fmall
number of brave men, who ftill accom-
panied him, and had taken pofleffion of a
fteep and difficule hill which he determined
to defend to the laft extremity ; while the
enemy was in: pofleffion. of all the country
round. While he lay with his little army
in this difagreeable fituation, he was vifited:
by an European, whom he had formerly
recelved and treated with the greateft kind-
nefs.  To this man the unfortunate prince
made hiscomplaints, telling him, that he was.
expofed every inftant, to be attacked by
his ftronger foe; and though he had taken
his refolution,. he expetted nothing but to
be cut off with all his army. 'The Eu-
ropean happened. to have with him one of
thefe curious glaffes, which had not been
long invented in Europe, and was totally
unknown in that part of the globe ; and he
told the prince, his friend, that he would.
~ {oon:
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foon inform him of what his enemy was
doing ; and then he might take his own
meafures with the greater confidence. So,
he produced his glafs, and after having
adjufted it, turned it towards the enemy’s
camp, which he confidered fome time with
great attention ; and then told his friend,
that he might-at leaflt be eafy for the pre-
fent; for the enemy’s general was at that
inftant thinking only of a great feaft, which
he was giving to the officers of his army.
How is it poflible, replied the prince, that
you can pretend to difcover {fo accurately
what is done in yonder camp? My eyes,
I think, are at leaft as good as yours, and
yet the diftance is {o great, that I can dif-
cover nothing diftinétly, The European
then defired his friend to look through the
telefcope; which he had no fooner done,
than he rofe in great trepidation, and was
going to mount his horfe; for the fpectacle
was {o new to him, that he imagined the
enemy was clofe to him, and that nothing

remained but to ftand upon his defence.
1 6% The
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The European could not help fmiling at
this miftake, and after he had with fome
difficulty removed his panic, by explaining
the wonderful powers of the glafs, he pre-
vailed upon him to be quiet. But the un-
expeéted terror which his telefcope had ex-
cited, infpired him with a fudden thought,
which he determined to improve to the ad-
vantage of the befieged prince, = Acquaint-
ing him therefore with his intention, he de-
fired him to draw out all his men in their
military array, and to let them defcend the
mountain {lowly, clafhing their arms and
waving their fwords as they marched. He
then mounted an horfe and rode to the
enemy’s camp, where he no fooner arrived,
than he defired to be inftantly introduced
to the general. He found him fitting in his
tent, caroufing in the midft of his officers,
and thinking of nothipg lefs than an en-
gagement. When he approached, he thus
accofted him: I am come, great warrior, as
a friend, to acquaint you with a circum-
ftance- that 1s ablolutely neceflary to the
i fafety
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fafety of yo‘m’felf and army. What is that,
faid the general, with fome furprize ? At this
inftant, replied the European, while you are
indulging yourfelf in feftivity, the enemy,
who has lately been reinforced with a large
body of his moft valiant troops, is advanc-
ing to attack you; and even now has almoft
penetrated to your camp. 1hbave here, add-
ed he, a wonderful glafs, the compofition
of which is only known in Europe ; and, if
you will condefcend to look through it for
a moment, it will convince you that all I
fay is truth. = Saying this, he directed his
eye to the telefcope, which the general
had no fooner looked into, than he was
ftruck with confternation and affright. He
faw the prince, whom he had long confider-
ed as lying at his mercy, advancing with
his army in-excellent order, and, as he ima-
oined, clofe to his camp. He could even
difcern the menacing air of the foldiers, and
the brandifhing of their {words as they
moved. His officers, who thronged round
him to know the caufe of his {udden fright,

9 had
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had no fooner peeped into the wonderful
glafs, than they were all affe@ted in the fame
manner.  Their heads had been already
difturbed by their intemperance, and there-
fore, without waiting to confult, they rufhed:
in a panic out of their tents, mounted their-
fwiftelt horfes, and fled-away, without ftay-
ing to fee the confequences. The reft of
the army, who had feen the confternation.
of their leaders, and had heard that the
enemy wasadvancing to deftroy them, were-
ftruck with an equal panie, and inftantly
followed the example: fo that the whole-
plain was covered with men and horfes, that
made all poffible hafte towards their own
country, without thinking of refiftance.,
Thus was an immenfe army difperfed in-
an inftant, and the beficged prince deliver-
ed from his danger, by the addrefs and
fuperior knowledge of a fingle man.

Thus you fee, added Mr. Barlow, of how
much ufe a fuperiority of knowledge is fre-
quently capable of making individuals. But,
a ftill more famous inftance isthat of Archi.

6 medes;
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medes, one of the moft celebrated mathe-
maticians of his time. He, when the city
of Syracufe was befieged by the Romans,
defended it for a long time, by the fur-
prizing machines he invented, in fuch a
manner that they began to defpair of tak-
ing it. Do, pray, faid Tommy, tell me
that ftory. No, anfwered Mr. Barlow, it is
now time to retire; and you may at any
time read all the particulars of this extra-
ordinary fiege in Platarch’s Life of Mar-
cellus.

And now the time approached, when
Mr. Barlow was accuftomed to invite the
greater part of the poor of his parifh to an
annual dinner. He had a large hall, which
was almoft filled with men, women, and
children: a chearful fire blazed in the
chimney, and a prodigious table was placed.
in the middle for the company to dine
upon. Mr. Barlow himlelf received his
" gdeﬂs, and converfed with them about the
ftate of their families and their affairs.
Thele that were induftrious, and brought

their
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their children up to labour, inftruting
them in the knowledge of their duty, and:
preferving them from bad impreffions, were:
fure to- meet-with his encouragement and
commendations. Thofe that had been ill;
he affifted with fuch little neceffaries, as
tended to alleviate their: pains, and diffufe
a gleam of chearfulnefs over their fuffer-
ings. How hard, he would fay, is the lot
of the poor, when they are afHicted with
ficknels! How intolerable do we find the
lealt bodily diforder, even though we poffefs
'every convenience which can ‘mitigate - its
violence ! Not all the dainties which can
be colletted from all the elements, the
warmth of downy beds and filken couches;
the attendance of obfequious dependants,
are capable of making us bear with com-
mon patience the commoneft difeafe. How
pitiable then muft be the ftate of a fellow
creature, who 1s at once tortured by bodily
fuffering, and deftitute of every circums
ftance which can alleviate it! who f{ees
around him a family that are not- only in-

capable
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capable of affifting their parent, but de-
fined to want the common neceffaries of
life, the moment he intermits his daily
labours! How indifpenfable then is the
obligation, which fhould continually impel
the rich to exert themfelves in affifting their
fellow creatures, and rendering that con-
dition of life which we all avoid, lefs dread-

ful to thofe who mult fupport it always?
Aling from fuch principles as thefe,
‘Mr. Barlow was the common friend of all
the fpecies. Whatever his fortune would
allow him to perform, he never refuled to
all who ftood in need of his affiftance. But
there is yet a duty, which he thought of
more importance than the mere diftribution
of property to the needy, the encourage-
ment of induftry and virtue among the
poor, and giving them jufter notions of
morals and religion. If we have a dog,
he would fay, we refufe neither pains nor
expence to train him up to hunting; if we
Bave an horfe, we fend him to an experi-
enced rider to be bitted; but our own
fpecies
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fpecies feems to be the only animal which
1s entirely exempted from our care. When
he rode about the country, he ufed to con-
fider with admiration, the fplendid ftables
which the great conftrué for the reception
of their horles, their ice-houfes, temples,
hermitages, grottoes, and all the apparatus
of modern vanity, Al this, he would fay,
is an unequivocal proof that the gentle-
man loves himfelf, and grudges no expence
that can gratify his vanity ; but I would now
wifh to fee what he has done for his fellow-
creatures, what are the proofs that he has
given of public fpirit or humanity ; the
wrongs which he has redrefled, the miferies.
he has alleviated, the abufes which he has.
endeavoured to remove.

When he was told of the ftubbornnefs and
ingratitude of the poor, he ufed to fay, that
‘he believed it without difficulty ; for they
were men in common with their fuperiors,
and therefore muft fhare in fome of their
vices: but if the interefts of bumanity were
balf as dear to us as the fmalleft article that

: pleafes
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pleafes our palate or flatters our vanity, we
fhould not fo eafily abandon them in dif-
guft. Mr. Barlow happened once to be in
company with a lady, with whom he was
upon a footing of intimacy, that was talk-
ing in this manner. Nobody, fhe faid, bad
greater fceling than herfelf, or was more
defirous of affifting her fellow-creatures.
When fhe firft came into the country, fhe
had endeavoured to relieve all the mifery
fhe heard of; fhe bad given vi€uals to
one, phyfic to a fecond, and clothes to a
third ; but the had met with fo much ill-
behaviour and ingratitude in return, that
fthe had long been obliged to refign all
her charitable intentions, and abandon the
poor to their fate. All the company affent-
ed to a doflrine that was fo-very conform-
able to their own praétice and inclinations,
and agreed that nothing could be more in-
judicious than any attempts to be charitable,
Some little time after this converfation cards
were produced, and the lady who had been

fo eloquent againft the poor, fat down to
whift,
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whilt, at which fhe p played for feveral hours
with equal 1 wnorance and ill-fortune. When
the party was over fhe was complaining to
Mr. Barlow of her loffes, and added, that
fhe fcarcely ever in her life had fitten down
to cards with better fuccefs. [ wonder,
madam, replied Mr. Barlow, you do not
then give them up entirely. Alas! anfwered
the lady, I have often made this refolution;
but I have never had the courage to keep
it. Indeed, madam, faid Mr. Barlow, it is

impoflible you can be deficient in courage ;
and therefore you wrong your own charac-
ter.  You do me too much honour, faid
the lady, by your good opinion ; but who-
ever has given you this information is de-
ceived. 1 had it only from yourfelf, ma-
dam.—From me, {ir? When did I ever
give you fuch a chara&er of myfe]fp—juﬁ
now, madam, when you declared that upon
the bad fuccefs of half a dozen experiments,
you had refolved never more to be charita-
ble, and had kept the refolution ever fince,
I can hardly conceive that your love of
cards



SANDFORD AND MERTON. 213

cards i1s {fo much greatelr( than that of your
duty and religion ; and therefore, my dear
madam, I muft repeat 1t, that you certainly

undervalue your own fortitude. |
Such were the opinions of Mr. Barlow
in refpe&t to the poor: and thercfore, in-
ftead of widening the diftance which for-
tune has placed between one part of man-
kind and another, he was continually intent
upon bringing the two clafles nearer toge-
ther. Poverty has in itfelf {o many hard-
fhips and difagreeable circumfiances, that
we need not increafe their number by un-
neceflary pride and infolence. The diftinc-
tions of rank may indeed be neceffary to
the government of a populous country ;
but it 1s for the good of the whole, not of
individuals, that they can have any jult
claim to be admitted ; and therefore, a good
man will infift upon them no more than is
abfolutely neceflary for that purpofe. On
the contrary, whatever may be his rank or
importance, he will plainly prove, by the
courtefy and benevolence of his manners,
that
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that he laments the neceffity of his own
elevation, and, inftead of withing to mount
ftill higher, would willingly defcend nearer
to an equality with his fellow creatures. -

Tommy was very much diverted with
the ceremonies of this feftal day. He had
loft a great part of his Weft-Indian pride,
during his refidence with Mr. Barlow, and
had contraéted many acquaintances among
the families of the poor. Afier the example
of Mr. Barlow, he condefcended to go
about from one to the other, and make en-
quiries about their families; nor was he a
little gratified with the extreme refpe with
which he found himfelf treated, both upon
the account of Mr. Barlow and the reputa-
tion of his own liberality. Thus did the
morning pafs away in the moft agrecable
andzuﬂpidousrnannér; but after dinner
an unexpetted incident arrived, which
clouded all the merriment of the unfortu-
nate Tommy Merton.

Mr. Barlow happened to have a large
Newfoundland dog, equally famous for his

goad-
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good-nature and his love of the water.
With this dog Tommy had long been
forming an acquaintance ; and he ufed to
divert himfelf with throwing flicks into the
water, which Cefar would inftantly bring
~out in his mouth; however great might be
the diftance.  Tommy had been fired with
the defeription of the Kamtfchatkan dogs,
and their method of drawing fledges, and
meditated an enterprize of this nature upon
Cezfar.  This very day, finding himfelf un-
ufually at leifure, he chofe for the execution
of hisprojett. He therefore furnifhed him-
{elf with fome rope and a kitchen chair,
which he deftined for his vehicle inflead of
a fledge.  He then inveigled Cefar into a
large yard behind the houfe, and extend-
ing the chair flat upon the ground, faftened
him to it with great care and ingenuiiy.
Celar, whodid not underftand the new pur-
pole to which he was going to be applied,
fuffered himf{elf to be harneffed without op-
pofitioniy and Tommy mounted triumphant-
ly bis feat, with a whip in his hand, and be-

gan
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gan his operations. A crowd of little boys,
the fonsof the labourers within, now gather-
ed round the young gentleman, and by
their admiration very much increafed his
ardour to diftinguifh himfelf. Tommy be-
gan to ufe the common expreflions which
he had heard coachmen praftife to their
horfes, and {fmacked his whip with all the
confidence of an experienced charioteer.
Cefar meanwhile, who did not comprehend
this language, began to be alittle impatient,
and exprefled his uneafinefs by making
{feveral bounds, and rearing up like a reftive
horie. This added very much to the diver-
fion of the fpettators, and Tommy, who
confidered his honour as materially con-
cerned in achieving the adventure, began
to grow a little more warm ; and proceed-
ing from one experiment to another, at
length applied a pretty fevere lafh to the
hinder part of his fteed. This Czfar re-
fented fo much, that he inftantly fet off at
three quarters fpeed, and dragged the chair,
“with the driver upan it, at a prodigious rate.

Tommy
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Tommy now looked round with an infinite
air of trivmph, and kept his feat with fur-
prizing addrefs and firmnefs. Unfortunate-
ly, there happened to be at no great diftance
a large horfe pond, which went fhelving
down to the depth of three or four feet,
Hither, by a kind of natural inftin&, the
affrighted Czfar ran, when he found he
could not difengage himfelf from his tor-
mentor; while Tommy, who now began
to repent of his fuccels, endcavoured to
pacify and reftrain him. But all his ex.
poftulations were vain ; for Cefar precipi-
tately rufhed intothe pond, and in an inftant
plunged into the middle, with his charioteer
behind him. The crowd of {peftators had
now a frefh fubje& of diverfion; and all
their refpeét for mafter Tommy could not
hinder them from burlting into fhouts of
derifion. The unfortunate hero was cqually
difcompofed at the unmannerly exultation
of his attendants, and at his own ticklifh
fituation.  But he did not long wait for the
catafltroplic of his adventure: for afier a

Ror,. 11, R lictle
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little floundering about in the pond, Cafar
by a vigorous exertion overturned the chatr,
and Tommy came roughly into the water.
To add to his misfortunz, the pond was at
that time neither ice nor water ; for a fud-
den ‘thaw had commenced the day before,
aecompanied with a. copious fall of fnow.
Tommy, therefore,as loonashehadrecover-
ed his footing, floundered on thro’ mud and
water, and pieces of floating ice, like fome
amphibious animal, to the fhore. Some-"
times his feet ipped and down he tumbled ;
then he fruggled up again, fhaking the
water from his hair and clothes; now his
feet ftuck faft in the mud, and now'b'y a
defperate effort he difengaged them with the
lofs of both his {hoes: thus labouring on
with Infinite pain and difficulty, he reached
the land. The whole troop of fpettators
were now. incapable of ftifling-their Jaugh-
ter, which. broke forth in fuch redoubled .
peals,that the unfortunate hero was irritated
to an extreme of rage; fo that forgetting
his own [ufferings and. neceflities, as foon

3 as
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a5 he’ hdad ftruggled to the fhore, he fell
u'pdn them in a fury, and deale his blows
fo liberally on every fide, that he put the
whole compahy to fhight. "Tommy 'was
now in the fituation of a’warrior that pur=
fues a routed army. - Difmay and “terror
fcattered all his Tittle affociates an hundred
different ways ; while paffion and revenge
animated him-to'the purfuit, and made him
forgetful of the wetnefs of his dlothes atd
the uncomfortablenefs of his fituafion.
Whatever unfortunate boy came within
his reach, was fure. to’ be unm"eféifu”y
cuffed and' pommelled ; for in the fary'with'
which ‘he fel¢ himfelf infpired, He'did not
wait to confider the exa@l rules of Juflice.
While Tommy was this’ révenging .tlig¢”
affronts he imagined’he had received; ‘and
chacing the vanquifhed abbut the caurt, |
the unufaal noife and uproar'whick enfued,
reached the'ears of Mr. Barlow, ahd brought
him to"the” door. He could hardly help
laughing at the rueful figure of his friend;
with the water dropping from ‘every part of

: K e his
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Wihat is, {hat, iy ? 1nquired Tommy. Thc,y
aTe brought up to o much moderation
and felf-command, faid Mr. Barlow, that
ithey never give way to thofe fudden im-
pulfes of palfion that are common 2mong
.the Europeans; and when they obferve t;h_ejrf
violent geflures, -their angry words, their
countenances'enflamed with wrath, they feel
for, them ' the greatelt contempt, and fay
they muft have been very badly educated.
As to themfelves, if any perfon thinks bim-
Sejf illsufed by another; iwithout  putting
shimfelf into,any paflion upon the occafion,
he defies his foe to meet him at a particular
time before all their mutual ac.quaintan(;e.
POy o4 GMMYLIHT ©
But tben I'fuppole they fight, and thatis
being as _pa’ﬁon_atc sk wasi
Mr. BARLow. :
Iam forr}; that you, whopretend to have
been fo:well . brought up, fhould have re-
scourfe torthe .example of the Greenlanders
dn order to juftify your own condu@ ; but
in this.cafe youw are miftaken; for the bag-
barians
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barians are a great deal wifer than young
gentlemen.  The perfon, who thinks him=
felf injured, does irdeed challenge his an-
tagonift ; but it is to a very different fort of
combat from what you imagine. Both
parties éppear at the appointed time, and
cach is furrounded with a company of his
particalar friends. The place where they
affemble 1s generally the middle of one of
their large huts, that all the perfons of their
fociety may be impartial {pectators of their
conteft.  When they are thus convened,
the champion, who by agreement is to be-
gin, fteps forward into the middle of the
circle, and entertains them with a fong, or
fpeech which he has before meditated. In
this performance, he generally contrives to
throw all the ridicule he is able upon his
antagoniil 5 and his fatire is applauded by
his own'pai"ty, and excites univerf{al merri-
ment among the audience. When he has
fung or declaimed himfelf out of breath, it
1s the turn of his rival'to bégin ; who goes
on in the fame manner, anfwering all the

K 4 ' fatire
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fatire that has been thrown upon bim and
Acn(]eavouring to win the laughers over to
his own fide. In this manner do the com-
batants go on,alternately reciting their com-
~politions againfl each other, till the memory
or invention of one of them fails, and he is
obliged to yield the vittory to his rival.
After this public {pecimen of their inge-
nuity, the two champions generally forget
all their animofities and are cordially recon-
ciled. 'This, added Mr. Bariow, appears
to me to be a much better method of an-
fwering ridicule than by giving way to
pafiion and refentment, and beating thofe
that difpleale us: and one of thefe honeft
Greenlanders would be as much afhamed of
fuch a fudden tranfport of anger, as a
Kamt{chatkan traveller would be, of ma-
naging bis dogs as ill as you did yefterday.

And now the time arrived, wlken Tom-
my was by appointment to go home and
fpend fome time with his parents, Mr.
Barlow had been long afraid of this vifit,

as
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as he knew he would meet a great deal of
company there, who would give him im-
preflions of a very different nature from
what he had with fo much affiduity been
‘labouring to excite. ‘However, the vifit
was unavoidable, and Mr. Merton {ent fo
prefling an invitation for Harry to-accom-
pany his friend, after having obtained the
confent of his father, that Mir. Barlow, with
much regret, took leave of both bis pupils.
Harry, from the experience he had formerly
acquired of polite life; had no great incli-
nation for the expedition ; however, his tem-
per was too eafy and obliging to raife any
objettions, and the real affetion he now
entertained for Mafter Merton, rendered
him lefs averfe than he would otherwife
have been. When they arrived at Mr.
Merton’s, they were introduced into a
crowded drawing-room, full of the 'moft
elegant company which that part of the
country afforded’; among whom were feveral
young gentlemen andiladies of diffetent
-ages, who had been purpolcly invited to

K 3 fpend
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. fpend theirholidays with Mafter Merton. As

- foonas Mafter Mertonentered,every tongue

was let loofe in his praife ; he was grown,
he was improved, he was fuch a charming
boy ; his eyes, his-hair, his teeth, his-every
feature was the admiration of all the ladies.
Thrice did he make the circle in order to

receive the congratulations of the company

.andtabe introduced to the young ladies. As

to Harry, he had the good fortuneto be taken
notice of by nobody except Mr. Merton,
who received him with great cordiality, A
lady however, that fat by Mrs. Merton, atked
her in a whifper, which was loud enough
to be heard all over the room, whether that
was the little plough-boy which fhe had
heard Mr, Barlow was attempting to breed
up like a gentleman. Mrs. Merton anfwer-
ed it was. [ proteft, faid the lady, I fhould
have thought fo by his plebeian look and

vulgarair. But I wonder, my dear madam,

that you will fufferiyour fon, that without
flattery is one ofithe moft accomphfhed
children I ever faw in my life, with quite

‘ the
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the air of fathion, to keep fuch company.
Are you not afraid that Mafler Merton
{hould infenfibly contra@ bad habits and a
grioveling way of thinking? For my own
part, as I think a good education is a thing
of the utmoft cohfequence in life, T have
fpared no pains to give my dear Matilda
every poflible advantage. Indeed, replied
Mrs. Merton, one may fee the excellence of
her education in every thing that Mifs Ma-
tilda does.- She plays moft divinely upon
the harpfichord, talks Frénch even better
than fhe does Englifh, and draws in the
ftyle of a mafter. Indeed, T think that laft
figure of the naked gladiator the fineft thing
I ever faw in my hife. | '
While this converfation was going on
in one part of the room, a young lady ob-
ferving that nobody feemed to take the
. lealt notice of Harry, advanced towards
him with the greateft affability, and began
to enter into converfation with him. This
young lady’s name w2as Simmons: her fa-
ther and mother had been two of the moft
K 6 ' refpetta-
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refpeftable people in the couantry, accord-
ing to the old flyle of Englifh gentry ; but
having died while the was young, the care
of her had devolved upon an uncle, who
was a man of {enfe and benevolence, but a
very great humourift. This gentleman had
{uch peculiar ideas of female chara8er, that
he waged war with moft of the polite and
modern accomplifhments. As one of the
hrft bleflings of life, according to his no-
tions, was health, he endeavoured to prevent
that fickly delicacy, which is confidered as
fo great an ornament in fafhionable life, by
a more robuft and hardy education. His
nicce was accuftomed from herearlieft years
to plunge into the cold bath at every fea-
fon of the year, to rife by candle-light in
winter, to ride a dozen miles upon a trot-
ting horfe, or to walk as many even with
the hazard of being fplafhed or foiling her
clothes. By this mode of education Mifs
Sukey, for fo the had the misfortune to be
named, acquired an excellent chara&ler, ac-
companied however with {fome difpofitions,

i which
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which difqualified her almoft as much
as Harry, for fafhionable life. She was
acquainted with all the beft authors in
our own language, nor was fhe igncrant of
thofe in French; although fhe could not
{peak a word of the language. Her uncle,
who was a man of fenfe and knowledge,
had befides inftrutted her in feveral parts
of knowledge, which rarely fall to the lot of
ladies ; {uch asthe eftablifhed laws of nature
and a {mall degree of geometry. She was,
befides, brought up to every fpecies of
houlehold employment, which is now ex-
ploded by ladies in every rank and ftation,
as mean and vulgar; and taught tg be-
lieve, that domeftic ceconomy is a point
of the utmoft confequence to every woman
that intends to be a wife or mother. As
to mufic, though Mifs Simmons had a very
agreeable voice, and could fing Teveral fim-
ple fongs in a very pleafing manner, fhe
was entirely ignorant of it ; her uncle ufed
to fay, that human life is not long enough,
to throw away fo much time upon the fci-

€nce
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ence of making a noife. Nor would he
permit her to learn French, although he
underftodd it himfelf; women, he thought,
are not birds of paffage, that are to be eter-
nally changing their place of abode. I have
never feen any good, would he fay, {rom
the tmportation of forcign manners ; every
virtue may be learned and praétifed at
home; and it is only becaufe we do not
choole to have either virtue or religion
among us,” that fo many adventurers are
yearly lent out to fmuggle foreign graces.
As to various languages, I do not fee the
neceflity of them for a woman. My niece
1s to marry an Englifhman, and to live in
England. To what purpofe then fhould I
labour to take off the difficulty of cona
verfing with foreigners, and to promote her
intercourfe with barbers, valets, dancing-
mafters, and adventurers of every deferip-
tion, that are continually doing us the
honour to come amonglt us? As to the
French nation, I know and efteem it on
many accounts; but I am very doubtful

whether
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whether the Englifh will ever gain much
by adopting either their mannersortheir go-
vernment ; and when refpetable foreigners
choofe to vifit us, I {ee no reafon why they
fhould not take the trouble of learning the
language of the country.

Such had been the education of Mifs
Simmons, who was the only one of all the
genteel company at Mr. Merton’s that
thought Harry deferving the leaft attention,
This young lady, who poffefled an uncom-

'mon degree of natural benevolence of cha-
ratter, came up to him, and addreffed him in
fuch a manner as fet him perfettly at his
eale. Harry was deftitute of the artificial
graces of fociety; but he poflfefled that
natural politenefs and good-nature, without
which all artificial graces are the moft dif-
gufting things in the world. Harry had an
underftanding paturally firong; and Mr,
Barlow, while he had with the greateft care
preferved him from all falfe impreflions,
had taken great pleafure in cultivating the
faculties of his mind, Harry indeed never

faid
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faid any o? thofe brilliant things which ren-
der a boy the darling of the ladies ; he had
not that vivacity, or rather impertinence,
which frequently pafles for wit with fuper-
ficial people : but he paid the greateft at-
tention to what was faid to him, and made
the moft judicious obfervations upon fub-
je€ts he underltood.  For this reafon, Mils
Simmons, although much older and more
improved, received great fatisfaétion from
~converling with him, and thought little
Harry infinitely more agreeable and judici-
ous than any of the {mart young gentlemen

fhe had hitherto feen at Mr. Merton’s.
But now the company was fummoned to
the 1mportant bufinefs of dinner. Harry
could not help fighing, when he refletted
upon what he had to undergo; however,
he determined to bear it with all imagina-
ble fortitude for the fake of his friend
Tommy. The dinnerindeed was, if poffi-
.ble, more dreadful than any thing he had
before undergone ; fo many fine gentlemen
and fine ladies; fo many powdered fervants
to
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to ftand behind their chairs ; fuch an appa-
ratus of dithes that Harry had never tafted
before, and that almoft made him fick
‘when he did tafte ; fo many removes ; fuch
‘pomp and folemnity about what {eemed the
eafieft thing in the world ; that Harry could
_not help envying the condition of his fa-
ther’s lahourers, who when they are hungry,

can fit at their eale under an hedge, and
~make a dinner, without plates, table-cloths,
or compliments. . In the mean time ‘his

friend Tommy was rcceived amid the circle
of the ladies, and attended to as a prodigy
of wit and ingenuity. Harry could not
help being {urprized at this; his affcttion
for his friend was totally unmixed with the

meannefs of jealoufy, and he teceived the
fincerefl plealure from every improvement
which Tommy had made; however, he had
never difcovered in him any of thofe {ur-

prizing talents, and when he could catch
~any thing that Tommy faid, it appeared to
him rather inferior to his ufual method of
converfation: however, as {fo many fine

ladics
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ladies were of a uxhcxe'lt opxmon he took
it for gzantcd that he mult be miflaken.
But if Harry’s opinion of his friend’s abili-
‘ties was not much improved by this exhi-
bition, it was nat fo with T ommy. The re-
peated aflurances which he received that he
was indeed a little prodigy, began to con-
vince him that he really was {o. When he
confidered the company he came from, he
found that infinite injuftice had been done
to his merit; for at Mr. Barlow’s he was
frequently contradited and obliged to give
a reafon for what he faid ; but here in order
to be admired, he had nothing to do but
talk ; hemer he had any meaning or not,
his auditors always found either wit, or
fenfe, or a moft entertaining {prightline(s in
all ‘he faid.  Nor was Mrs. Merton herfelf
deficient in beftowing marks of admiration
upoti her fon.  To fce him before improve
in health, in underftanding, in virtue, had
given her a pleafurable fenfation, for fhe
was by no ‘means deftitute of good difpofi-
tions; but to fee him fhine with fuch tran-

{cendent
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fcendent: brightnels, before {uch excellent
judges and in fo polite a company, infpired
her with raptures the had never felt before.
Indeed, in confequence of this fuccefs, the
young gentleman’s .volubility improved fo
‘much, that befere the dinner was over; he
feemed difpofed to engrofs the whole con-
verfation to himfelf; and Mr. Merton, who
did not quite relifh the fallies of ‘his {fon fo
much as his wife, was,once or twice obliged
.to-interpofe and check him in his career.
This Mrs..Merton thought very hard, and
ail the ladies, afier they had retired into the
.drawing-room, agreed, that his father would
-:Ce‘rtain-ly {poil his temper by fuch improper
Jcontradiflion.. As to little Harpy, he had
inot the good fortune to pleale the greater
number  of the Jadies 3 they obferved that
herwas awkward and ungenteel, and had an
‘heavy clownith look ; he was:alfo filent and
referved, and hadinot faid a fingle agreeable
thing'v if Mr. Barlow chofe to keepa fchool
for carters and threfhers; nobody wouldthin-
der him; but it was not proper to introduge

" fuch
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~Huch vulgar people to the fons of perfons of
fafhion. It was therefore agreed, that Mr.
‘Barlow ought “either ‘to fend httle Harry
home to his friends, or to be no 1more
honoured with the company of Mafter
-Merton, Indeed, one of the ladies.hinted
-that ‘Mr. Barlow him{elf was but ‘an odd
kind of man, that never went to aflen blies,
‘and played unon no kind of infirument.
-'\'Vhy, an{wered Mrs. Merton, to tell the
truth, I was not over fond of the fchenye s
M. Barlow, to be {ure, though a very good,
is a"vefry odd kind of man; however, as he
s fo difinterefted, and would never receive
- ‘the lealt prefent from us, I doubt whether
we could with propriety infift upon  his
turning little Sandford out of the houfe, If
that 1s the cafe, madam, anlwered Moys.
Compton, for that was the name of the lady,
I think it would be infinitely better to re-
nove Maiter Merton, and place him in
{ome polite feminary ; whete he mightiac-
quire a knowledge of the world, and make
gentecl conneétions, « This will be always
the
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the greateft advantage:/to a young gentle-
man, and will prove of the moll effential
fervice to him in life.  For though a per-
fon has all the merit in the world, without
fuch acquaintance it never will pufh him
forward, or -enable him to make a figure.
This 1s the plan which I have always pur-
{fued with Auguftus and Matilda; I think -
may {ay, not entirely without fuccefs; for
they have both the good fortune to have
formed the moft brilliant acquaintances. -
Asto Auguftus, heis fo intimate with young
Lord Squander, who you know 1s polfefied
of the greateft parliamentary intereft, that I
think his fortune is as good as made. Mifs
Simmons, who was preflent at this refined
and wife converfation, could not help look-
ing with fo much fignificance at this men-
tion of Lord Squander, that Mrs. Compton
coloured a little, .and afked with {ome
warmth, whether {be knew any thing of
that young nobleman.: . Why, madam, an-
fwered the younglady, what'l know is very
little ; but # you defire me to inform you,
1t
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it-is my duty to fpeak-the trath.. Ob! to

be fure, mifs, replied Mrs. Compton, a little

angrily ; we all know. that your judgment.

and knowledge of the world are fuperior to
what any body elfe can boalt; and therefore,

I fhall be infinitely obliged to you for any
information you may be pleafed to give.
Indeed, madam, anfwered the young lady,

I have very little of either to boaft, nor am -

I perfonally acquainted with the nobleman

you are talking of ; but I have a céufin, a

very good boy, that is at the fame public
{chool with his lordfhip, who has ‘given
me {uch a charalter of him as' does not

much prepoflefs me  in' his favour.—And '

what may this wife: coufin of yours, have

faid of hislord(hip ?~—Only, madam, that he

isone of the worlt boys in the'whole {chool.
That he has neither genius, nor application
for ‘any thing’ that becomes his rank’ and
fituation.. That he has no téﬁe‘f()r’any'thing
but gaming, horfe-racing, and the mo® con-
temptible amufements. That though his
allowance'is fo large; he' is eternally run-

ning
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ning in; debt with every.body that. will
teul him; and that he has broken his word
fo often that nobody has the lealt confi-.
dence-in-what he fays.. Added:to this, L
have hieard that he is{o haughty, tyrannical,
and overbearing, that nobody can long pre-
ferve his friendthip, without the meaneft
flattery and {ubfervience to all his vicious
inclinations.  And to finith all, that he. is
of [o ungrateful a temper,that he was never
known to do an aél of kindnefs to any one,.
or to care about any thing but himfelf.—
Here: Mifs  Matilda: could nor. help inter-.
pofing with-warmth : fhe faid, that his lord-
fhip had nothing in his charatler. or man-,
ners that did not perfettly become a noble-.
man cof the moft elevated foul. ' Little,
groveling minds, indeed, which are-always
envious of their fupcrlom might give a dif-
agreeable turn to the generous opennefs of
this young nobleman’s temper.  That asto
gaming and running in debt, they were fo
effential to a man of fafhion, that nobody
whowas not bornin the city, and?oppreffed
' by
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by city prejudices, would think of making
the lealt objettion to them. She thenmade
a panegyric upon his lordfhip’s perfon, his
elegant tafte in drefs, his new phaeton, bis
entertaining converlation, his extraordinary -
performance upon the violin,and concluded:
that, with fuch abilities and accomplifh-.
ments, fhe did not doubt of one day feeing
him at the head of the nation. Mifs Sim-
mons had no defire of pulhing the conver-
fation any farther, and the reft of the com-
pany coming in to tea, the difquifition about
Lord Squander finithed, After tea, feveral
of the young ladies were defired to amule
the company with mufic and finging:
among the reft, Mifs Simmons fang a little
Scotch fong, called Lochaber, in {o arilefs,
but {weet and pathetic a manner, that little
Harry liftened almoft with tearsin his eycs,
though feveral of the other young ladies, by
their fignificant looks and geltures, treated
it with ineffable contempt. After this Mifs
Matilda, who was allowed to be a perfeét
miftrefs of mufic, played and fang feveral

celebrated



SANDFORD AND MERTON. 241

celebrated Italian airs. But as they were
in a language totally unintelligible to him,
Harry received very little pleafure, though
all the reft of the company were in raptures.
She then proceeded to play feveral pieces of
mufic, which were allowed by all con-
noifleurs to require infinite {kill to execute.
The audience feemed all delighted, and
cither felt or pretended to feel, inexpreflible
plealure ; even Tommy himfelf,. though he
did not know one note from another, had
caught fo much of the general enthufiafm,
that he applauded as loud as the reft of the
company : but Harry, whofe temper was
not quite {o pliable, could not conceal the
intolerable wearinefs that over-powered his
fenfes during this long exhibition. He
gaped, he yawned, he {tretched, he even
pinched himfelf, in order to keep his atten-
tion alive, but all in vain; the more Mifs
Matilda exercifed her {kill in playing pieces
of the moft difficult execution, the more
‘did Harry’s propenfity to drowfinefs int
creafe. Atlength, the Jatenefs of the hour,

Yor. II. I which
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which much exceeded Harry's time of
going to bed, confpiring with the opiate
charms of mufic, he could refift no longer,
but infenfibly fell back upon bis chair,
faft afleep. This unfortunate accident was
{oon remarked by the reft of the company,
and confirmed them very much in the opi-
- nion they bad conceived of Harry’s vul-
garity ; while he, in the mean time, enjoyed
the moft placid flumber, which was not
diffipated tll Mifs Matilda had defifted
from playing.

Thus was the firft day paft at Mr. Mer-
ton’s, very litile to the {atisfaction of Harry;
the next, and the next after, was only.are-
petition of the fame fcene. Thelittle gémry,,
whofe taftes and manners were totaily dif-
ferent from his, had now imbibed a perfed
contempt for Harry, and it was with great
difficulty that they would condefcend to
treat him even with common civility. In
this. laudabie behaviour they were very
much confirmed by Mafter Compton and
Mafter Mafh. Mafter Compton was reckon-

ed
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‘ed a very genteel boy, though all his gena
tility confilted in a pair of buckles fo. big
that they almoft crippled him; in a flender,
emaciated figure, and a look of confummate
impudence. He had almoft finifhed his
education at a public fchool, where he had
learned every vice and folly which is com-
monly taught at fuch places, without the
leaft improvement either of his charaller or
his underftanding. Mafter Math was the
fon of a neighbouring gentleman who had
confiderably impaired his fortune by an in-
ordinate Jove of horfe- racing. Having
been from his infancy accu ’Lomed to no
other converfation than about winning and
lofing money, he had acquired the idea that
to bet fuccefsfully was the fummit of all
human ambition., He had been almoﬁ
brought up in the flable, and therefore had
imbibed the greateft intereft about horfes;
not from any real affe@ion for that noble
animal, but merely becaufe he. confidered
them as engines for the winning of money.
He too was now improving his talents by a

‘ L2 public
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public’ education, and longed impatiently
for the time when he thould be fet free from
all reftraint, and allowed to difplay the
fuperiority of his genius at Afcot and New-
market: Thefe two voung gentlemen had
conceived the moft violent diflike to Harry,
and loft no occafion of faying or doing
every thing they had in their power to
mortify him. To Tommy they were n
the contrary extremwe, and omitted no op-
portunity of rendering themfelves agreea-
ble. Nor was it long before their forward,
vivacious manners, accompanied with a
knoWledge of many of thofe gay fcenes
which atted forcibly upon Tommy’s ima-
gination, Regan to render their converfation
highly agreeable. They talked to him
about public diverfions, about celebrated
attrefles, about parties of pleafure and
parties of mifchief. Tommy began to feel
him{elf introduced to a new train of ideas
and a wider range of conduét; he began to
long for the time when he fhould fhare
in the glories of robbing orchards, or infult-

ing
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ing paflengers, with hnpunhy; but when
he heard that little boys, fcarcely bigger
than himfelf, had often joined in the glori-
ous profpeét of forming open rebellions
againft their mafters,or of difturbing a whole
audience at a play-houfe, he panted for the
time when he might bave a chance of
fharing in the fame of fuch atchievements.
By degrees he loft all regard for Mr. Bar-
low, and all affe@ion for his friend Harry :
at firlt, indeed, he was fhocked at hearing
Mr. Barlow mentioned with difrefpe& ; but,
becoming by degrees more callous to every
good impreflion, he at laft took infinite
pleafure in feeing Mafter Mafh, who, though
deftitute of either wit or genius, had a great
tafte for mimicry, take off the parfon in the
middle of his fermon. Harry' perceived
and lamented this change in the manners
of his friend ; he fometimes took the liberty
of remonftrating with him upon the fub-
je€t, but was only anfwered with a con-
temptuous fneer; and Mafter Math, who

Lig happened
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happened once to be prefent, told him that
he was a monftrous bore.

It happened that while Harry was at M.
Merton’s, there was a trcop of firolling
players at a neighbouring town. In order
to divert the young gentry, Mr. Merton
contrived that they fhould make a party to
fee a play. They went accordingly, and
Harry with the reft. Tommy, who now
no longer condefeended to take any notice
of his friend, was feated between his two
infeparable’ companions: Thefe young
gentlemen firft began to give fpecimens of
their politenefs by throwing nuts and orange
peel upon the flage, and Tommy, who was
refolved to profit by fuch excellent exam-
ple, threw nutsand orange peel with infinite
fatisfattion. As foon as the curtain drew
up, and the -aftors appeared, all the reft
of the audience obferved a decent filence;
but Mafh and Compton, who were now
determined to prove the {uperiority of their
manners, began to talk fo loud, and make
fo much noife, that it was impoflible for

; any
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any one near them to hear a word of the
play. This alfo feemed amazingly fine to
Tommy ; and he too talked and laughed as
loud as the reft. The fubje& of their con-
verfation was the audience and the per-
formers; neither of which thefe polite young
gentlemen found bearable. The company
was chiefly compofed of the tradefmen of
the town, and the inhabitants of the neigh-
bouring country : this wasa fufficient reafon
for thefe refined young gentlemen to {peals
of them with the moft in{ufferable contempt.
Every circumftance of their drefs and ap-
pearance was criticized with fuch a minute-
nefs of attention, that Harry, who fat near,
and very much againft his inclinations was
witnefs to all that pafled, began to imagine
that his companions, inftead of being brought
up like the fons of gentlemen, had only
ftudied under barbers and taylors; fuch
amazing knowledge did they difplay in the
hiftory of buckles, buttons, and drefling of
hair. Asto the poor performers, they found . .
them totally undeferving mercy; they were

Lg: . 4o
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{o thockingly awkward, fo il dreft, fo low-
lived, and fuch deteftable creatures, that it
was impoffible to bear them with any pa-
tience. Mafter Math, who prided himfelf
upon being a young gentleman of great {pi-
rit, was of opinion that they fhould kick up a
riot and demolifh all the [cenery. Tommy,
indeed, did not very well underftand what
the expreffion meaned, but he was fo inti-
mately perfuaded of the merit and genius
of his companions, that he agreed that it
would be the prbpereﬁ thing in the world,
and the propofal was accordingly made to
the ret of the young gentlemen. But
Harry, who had been filent all the time,
could not help remonftrating at what appear-
ed to him the greateft cruelty and injuftice,
Thele poor people, fzid he, are doing all
they can to entertain us; is it not Very un-
kind to treat them in return with fcorn and
contempt? If they could a& better, even
as well as thofe fine people you talk of in
London, would they not willingly do it; and

therefore why fhould we be angry at them
for
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for what they cannot help? And as to cut-
ting the {cenes to piece:, or doing the houfe
any damage, have we any more right to
attempt it, than they would have to come
into your father’s dining-room and break
the difhes to pieces, becaule they did not
like the dinner >—While we are here let us
behave with good manners ; and if we do
not like their alling, it is our own faults if
ever we come to fee them again. This
method of reafoning was not much relifhed -
by thofe to whom it was addreffed, and it
is uncertain how far they might bave pro-
ceeded, had not a decent, plain locking
man, who had been long difturbed with
the noife of thefe young gentry, at length
taken the liberty of expoftulating with them
upon the {ubjett. This freedom or imper-
tinence, as it was termed by Mafter. Math,
was anfwered by him with fo much rade-
nefs, that the man, who was a neigi1bour?n§
farmer, was obliged to reply in an higher
firain. Thus did the altercation increale
every minute, till Mafter Mafh, who

WU thought
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thought it an unpardonable affront thae
anyone inan inferior ftation thould prefume’
to think or feel for himfelf, fo far loft all
» command of his temper as to call the man.
a blackguard, and ftrike him upon the face.
Butthe farmer, who poffeffed great ftrength:
and equal refolution, very deliberately laid
hold of the young gentleman who had offer-
ed him thie infult, and without the {malleft
exertion, laid him fprawling upon the
ground, at his full length under the benches,
and fetting his feet upon his body, told him
that fince he did not know how to fit quiet
at a play, he would have the honour of
teaching him to lie; and that if he offered:
to ftir, he would. trample him to pieces, a.
threat which was very evident he could:
find no difficulty in executing. This-unex-
petled incident ftruck an univerfal damp
over the fpirits of the little gentry ; and even-
Mafter Math himfelf o far forgot his dig-
nity, as to fupplicate in a very {ubmiffive
manner for a releale : in this he was joined’
by all his companicns, and Harry among

the
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the ret; Well, faid the farmer, 1 {hould
never have thought that a parcel of young
gentlemen, as you call yourfelves, would
come -into public to behave with fo much
rudenefs ; I am fure, that there is ne’er a
plough-boy at my houle, but what would
have fhown more fen{e and manners: but
fince you are forry for what has happened,
I am very willing to make an end of the
affair ; more efpecially for the fake of this
little mafter here, who has behaved with fo
much propriety, that I am fure he is a bet-
ter gentleman than any of you, though he
is not dreffed fo much like a monkey or a
barber. With thefe words he fuffered the
ereft-fallen Math to rife, who crept from
his place of confinement,  with looks in-
finitely more expreffive of mildnefs than he
bad brought with him: nor was the leflon
Joft upen - the reft, for they behaved with

the greateft decency during all the reft of : -

the exhibition, However, Malfter Math’s:

courage began to rife as he.went home, and

found himfelf farther from-his formidable
L& , farmer;



252 THE HISTORY OF

farmer; for he affured his companions, that
if it bad not been fo vulgar a fellow, he
would certainly call him out and piftol him.

- The next day at dinner, Mr. Merton, and
the ladies who bad not accompanied the
young gentlemen to the play, nor had yet
heard of the misfortune which had enfued,
were very inquifitive about the preceding
night’s entertainment. The young people
agreed that the performers were deteftable, -
but that the play was a charming piece, full
of wit and fentiment, and extremely im-
proving : this play was called The Marriage
of Figaro, and Malfter Compton had in-
formed them, that it was amazingly admir-
ed by all the people of fathion in London,
But Mr. Merton, who had obferved that
Harry was totally filent, at length infifted
upon knowing his opinion upon the {ubjeét.
Why, fir, an{wered Harry, [ am very little
judge of thefe matters, for I never faw a
play before in my life, and therefore I can.
not tell whether it was atted well orill ; but
as to the play itfelf, it feemed to me tq
' : : be
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be full of nothing but cheating and dif-
fimulation, and the people that come in and

do nothing but impofe upon each
other, and lie,and trick,and deceive. Were
you or any g sentleman to bave fuch a parcel
of fervants, you would think them fit for
nothing in the world ; and therefore I could
not help wondering, while the play was
afling, that people would throw -away fo
much of their time upon {ights that can do
them no good; and fend their children
and their relations to learn fraud and infin-
cerity, Mr. Merton fmiled at the honeft
blantnefs of Harry; but feveral of the
Jadies, who had jult been expreffing an ex-
travagant admiration of this piece, {eemed
to be not a little mortified ; however, as
they could not contradiél the charges which
Harry had brought againft it, they thought
it more prudent to be filent. ‘

In the evening, it was propofed that all
the little gentry fhould divert themfelves
with cards; and they accordingly fat down
to a game which is called Commerce.  But

Hairry,
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Harry, who was totally ignorant of this ac-
complifhment, defired to be excufed ; how-
ever, his friend Mifs Simmons offered to
teach him the game, which fhe affured him
was fo eafy, that in three minutes he would
be able to play as well as the reft, Harry, .
however, ftill continued to refufe, and at
length confeflfed to Mifs Simmons, that he
had expended all his money the day before, -
and therefore was unable to furnifh the
ftake which the reft depofited. Don’t let
that difturb you, faid fhe, I will put down for
you with a great deal of pleafure. Madam,
anfwered Harry, I am very much obliged
to you, I am fure; but Mr. Barlow has
always forbidden me either to receive or
borrow money of any body, for fear in the
one cafe I fhould become mercenary, or in.
the other, dithoneft ; and therefore, though
there is nobody here, whom I efteem more
than yourfelf, I am obliged to refufe youz»'--v
offer.  Well, replied Mifs Simmens,. that
need not difturb you, for you fhall play
upon my account; and that you may do

without
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without any violation of your principles,
Thus was Harry, though with fome reluc-
tance, induced to fit down to cards with the
reft. The game, indeed, he found no diffi-
culty in learning, but he could not help re-
marking with wonder, the extreme folici-
tude which appeared in the face of all the
players at every change of fortune. Even
the young ladies, all but Mifs Simmons,
feemed to be equally fenfible of the paffion
of gaining money with the reft; and fome
of them behaved with a degree of afperity
which quite aftonifhed him. Afier feveral
changes of fortune, it happened that Mifs
Simmons and Harry were the only remain-
ing players; all thereft, by the laws of the
game, had forfeited all pretenfions to the
ftake, the property of which was clearly
veited in thefe two, and one more deal was
wanting to decide it. But Harry with
great politenefs rofe from table; and told
Mifs Simmons, that as he had only played
upon her account, he was now no longer
wanted, and that the whole undoubtedly

belonged
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belonged to her. - Mifs Simmons refufed to
take 1t, and when the found thatiHarry was
not to be induced to play any more, fhe at
laft propoled to him to divide what was left.
This alfo Harry declined, alledging that he
had not the leaft title to any part. But
Mifs Simmons, who began to be uneafy at
the obflervation which this extraordinary
conteft produced, told Harry that he would
very much oblige ber by taking his thare of
the money, and laying it,out in any manner
for her that he judged beft. Upon this
condition, anf{wered Harry, I will take it;
and I think I know a method of laying it
out, which you will not entirely difapprove.
The next day, as foon as breakfaft was
over, Harry difappeared ; nor was he come
back when the company were affembled at
dinner. At length he came in, with a glko
of health and exercife upon his face, and
that diforder of drefs which is produced by
a long expedition. . The young ladies eyed
him with great contempt, which feemed a
little to difconcert him; but Mr. Merton
{peaking
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fpeaking to him with great good humour,
and making room for him to fit down,
Harry foon recovered from his confufion,
In the evening, after a long converfation
among the young pcople about public
diverfions, and plays, and dancers, and
ators, they happened to mention the name
of a.celebrated performer, who at this time
engaged the whole attention of the town,
Mafler. Compton, after expatiating with
great enthufiafmupon the fubje&t,added that
nothing was o fathionable as to make great
prefents to this perfon, in order to fhow the
tafte and elegance of the giver. He then
propofed, that as fo many young gentlemen
and ladies were here aflembled, they fhould
fct an example which would do them infi-
nite honour, and probably be followed
throughout the kingdom, of making a little
colleflion among themfelves to buy a piece
of plate, or a gold fnuff-box, or fome other
trifle, to be prelented in their name. He
~ added, that though he could ill {pare the

money, having jult laid out fix guincas
upon
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upon a new pair of buckles, he would con-
tribute a guinea to fo excellent a purpofe,. .
and that Mafter Mafh and Merton would
do the fame. This propofal was univerfally
approved of by all the company ; and all,
but Harry, promifed to contribute in pro-
portion to their finances. This Mafter Mafh
obferving, faid, Well, farmer, and what '
will you {ubferibe ? Harry anfwered, that
-upon this occafion he muft beg to be ex-
cufed, for he had nothing to give. Here
is a pretty fellow! anfwered Math; laft
night'we faw him pouch thirty fhillings of
our money, which he cheated us out of at
Commerce, and now the little ftingy wretch
will not contribute half a crown, where we
are giving away whole guineas. Upon this,
Mifs Matilda faid, in an ironical manner,
that Mafter Harry had always an exc,el'-_
lent reaflon to give for his condué; and
fhe did not doubt but he could prove to all
their fatisfation, that it was more liberal to
keep his money in his pocket than to give
it away, Harry, who was a little nettled
6 at
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at thefe refle@ions,; anfwered, that though
he was not bound to give any realon, he
thought he had a very good one to give s
and that was, that he faw no generofity in
thus be*owing money. = According to your
own account, added he, the perfon you have
been talking of, gains more than fifty poor
families have in the country to maintain
themfelves; and therefore, if I had any
money to give away, I fhould certainly give
it to thofe that want it moft. With thefe
words, Harry went out of the room, and the
reflt of the gentry, after abufing him very
liberally, fat down to cards. But Mifs
Simmons, who imagined that there was
more in Harry’s condutt than he had ex-
plained, excufed herfelf from cards, and
took an opportunity of talking to him upon
the fubjett. After fpeaking to him with
great good-nature, fhe afked him, whether
it might not have been better to have con-
tributed fomething along with the reft, than
to have offended them by fo free an expo-
fition of his fentiments ; even though he did

not
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not entirely approve of the {cheme. Indeed,
madam, faid Harry, this is what I would
gladly have done, but it was totally out of
my power. How can that be, Harry ; did
you not win the other night near thirty fhil-
lings? That, Madam, all belonged to you ;
and I have already difpofed of it in your
name, in a manner that I hope you will not
difapprove. How is that, anfwered the
young lady with fome furprize! Madam,
faid Harry, there was a young woman that
lived with my father as a fervant, and always
behaved with the greateft honefty and care-
fulnefs. This young woman had an aged
father and mother, who for a great while
were able to maintain themfelves by their
own labour; but at laft the poor old man
became too weak to do a day’s work, and
his wife was afflitted with a difeale they call
the palfy. Now, when this good young
woman faw that her parents were in fuch
great diftrefs, fhe left her place and went
to live with them, on purpofe to take care
of them; and fhe works very hard, when-

ever
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ever fhe can get work, and fares very hard,
in order 10 maintain her parents; and
though we affift them all we can, I know
that fometimes they can hardly get food and
~clothes. Therefore, madam, as you were
fo kind to fay, that I fhould difpofle of this
money for you, I ran over this morning to
thefe poor people, and gave them all the
money in your name: and I hope you will
not be difpleafed at the ufe I bave put it to.
Indeed, anfwered the young lady, I am
much obliged to you for the good opinion
you have of me; and the application of it
does me a great deal of honour: Iam only
forry, you did not give it in your own name,
That, replied Harry, I had not any right
to do ; it would have been attributing to
myfelf what did not belong to me, and
equally inconfiftent with truth and honefly.
In this manner did the time pafs away
at Mr. Merton’s, while Harry received very
little fatisfattion from his vifit, except in
converfing with Mifs Simmons.  The affa-
bility and good fenfe of this young lady
3 ! had
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had entirely gained his confidence, While
all the other young ladies were continually
intent upon difplaying their 'talents and
importance, fhe alone was fimple and un-
affetted. But what difgufted Harry more
than ever was, that his refined companions
feemed to confider themfelves, and a few of
their acquaintance, as the only beings of any
confequence in the world. The moft tri-
fling inconvenience, the being a little too
hot, a little too cold, the walking a few
hundred yards, the waiting a few minutes
for their dinner, the baving a trifling cold,
or a little head-ache,. were misfortunes fo
feelingly lamented, that he would have
imagined they were the moft tender of the
human fpecics,- had he not oblerved that
they confidered the fufferings of all below
them with a profound indiffcrence.  If the
misfortunes of the poor were mentioned,
he heard of nothing but the infolence and
ingratitude of that clals of people, which
feemed to be a {ufficient excufe for the want
of common humanity. Surely, faid Harry

to
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10 himfelf, there cannot ‘be fo much dif-
ference ‘between one human being and
another; or if there is, I fhould think that
part of them the moft valuable, which cul-
tivates the ground and provides neceflaries
for all the reft: not thofe, who underftand
nothing but drefls, walking with their toes
out, ftaring modeft people out of counte-
nance, and jabbering a few words of a
foreign language.

But now the attention of all the younger
part of the company was fixed upon making
,preparatidns for a ball; which Mrs. Mer-
ton had determined to give in honour of

Mafter Tommy’s return. The whole houfe
was now full of milleners, mantua-makers,
and dancing-malters. All the young ladies
were employed in giving direétions about
their clothes, or in pra&lifing the ftgps’of:
different dances. Harry now, for tl x‘:’; ft
time, began to comprehend the infinite im-
portance of drefs.  Even the elderly ladies
{feemed to be as much interefted about the
affair as their daughters; and inftead of

the
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the leffons of conduét and wifdom which he
expelted to hear, nothing feemed to em-
ploy their attention a moment, but French
trimmings, gauzes, and Italian flowers.
Mifs Simmons alone appeared to confider
the approaching folemnity with perfeét in-
difference. Harry had never heard a fingle
word drop from her that expreffed either
intereft or impatience ; but he had for fome
days obferved her employed in her room,
with more than common affiduity. At
length, upon the very day that was deftined
for this important exhibition, fhe came to
him with a benevoient fmile, and fpoke to
him thus: I was fo much pleafed with the
account you gave me the other day, of that
poor young woman’s duty and affeétion to-
wards her parents, that I have for {fome
time employed myfeifin preparing for them
‘a little prefent, which I fhall be obliged to
you, Mafter Harry, to convey to them. - [
have unfortunately never learned either to
embroider or to paint artificial flowers; but
my good uncle has taught me, that the beft

employ-
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employment I can make of my hands is to
affift thofe that cannot aflilt themfelves.
Saying this, fhe put into his hands a parcel
that contained fome linen and other necef-
faries for the poor old people; and bade
him tell them not to forget to call upon her
uncle, when fhe was returned home ; as he
was always happy to aflilt the deferving and
~ induftriouspoor. Harryreceived her prefent
with gratitude, and almoft with tears of joy ;
and looking up in her face imagined that he
faw the features of one of thofe angels which
he had read of in the fcriptures: fo much
doesreal, difinterefted benevolenceimprove
the expreflion of the human countenance.
But all the reft of the young gentry were
employed in cares of a very different nature,
the drefling their hair and adorning their
perfons. Tommy himfelf had now com-
pletely refumed his natural charatter, and
thrown afide all that he had learned during
his refidence with Mr. Barlow. He had
contratted an infinite fondnefs for all thofe
fcenes of diflipation which his new friends
Vor, 11, M . daily
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daily defcribed to him, and began to be
convinced that one of the moft important
things in life is a fafhionable drefs.  In this
moft rational fentiment he had been con-
firmed by almoft all the young ladies, with
whom he had converfed fince his return
home. The diftinftions of charadter, re-
lative to virtue and underftanding, which
bad been with fo much pains inculcated
upon his mind, feemed here to be entirely
unheeded. No one took the trouble of ex-
amining the real principles or motives from
which any human being atted ; while the
moft minute attention was continually given
to what regarded merely the outfide. He
obferved that the omiffion of every duty
towards our fellow-creatures, was not only
excufed, but even tc a certain degree ad-
mired, provided it was joined with a certain
fafhionable appearance ; while the molt per-
feét probity, or integrity, was mentioned
with coldnefs or difguft, and frequently
with open ridicule, if unconnetted with a
brilliant appearance. As to ali the com-

mon
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mon virtues-of life, fuch as induftry, ceco-
nomy, a punétuality in difcharging our ob-
ligations or keeping our words, thefe were
qualities which were treated as fit for no-
thing but the vulgar. Mr. Barlow, he
found, had been utterly miftaken in all the
principles which he had ever inculcated.
The human fpecies, faid Mr. Barlow, can
only be fupplied with food and necefaries,
by a conftant affiduity in cultivating the
earth and providing for their mutual wants.
It is by labour that every thing is produced ;
without labour, thefe fertile fields which
are now adorned with all the luxuriance of
plenty, would be converted into barren
heaths or impenetrable thickets; thefe
meadows, the fupport of a thoufand herds
of cattle, be covered with flagnated waters,
that would not only redder them uninhabi-
table by bealts, but corrupt the air with
peftilential vapours. Even thefe innume-
rable flocks of fheep, that feed along the
hills, would difappear along with that culti-
vation, which can alone fupport them, and

M e ' {fecure
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fecure their exiftence. For this reafon,
would Mr. Barlow fay, labour is the firft
and moft indifpenfable duty of the human
{pecies, from which no one can havea right
entirely to withdraw himf{elf. But, however
true might be thefe pfinciples, they were {o
totally inconfiftent with the condutt and
opinions of his new friends, thatit was not
poflible for Tommy long to remember their
force. He had been near a moanth with
a few young gentlemen and ladies of his
own rank, and, inftead of their being
brought up to produce any thing ufeful, he
found that the great objeét of all their
knowledge and education was only to walte,
to confume, to deftroy, to diflipate what
was produced by others. He even found
that this inability to affift either them{elves
or others, feemed to be a merit upon which
every one valued himfelf extremely ; fo that
an individaal that could not exift without
having two attendants to wait upon him,
was [uperior to L.im that had only oue ; but
was obliged in turn to yield to another

that
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that required four. .And, ind=ed, this new
fytem feemed much more eafy than the
old; forinftead of giving himfelf any trou-
ble about his manners or underftanding, he
might with fafety indulge all his caprices;
give way to all his paffions; be humour-
fome, haughty, unjuft, and feifith to the
extreme; he might be ungrateful to his
friends, difobedient to his parents, a glat-
ton, an ignorant blockhead, in fhort every
thing which to plain fenfe appears molt
frivolous or contemptible, without incurring
the leaft imputation, provided his hair hung
fathionably about his ears, his buckles were
fufficiently large, and his politenefs unim-
peached to the ladies.
Once indeed, Harry had thrown him into
a difagreeable train of thinking, by afking
him with great fimplicity, what fort of a
figure thefe young gentlemen would have
made in the army of Leonidas, or thefe
young ladies upon a defert ifland, where
they would be obliged to fhift for them-
felves, But Tommy had lately learned
M 3 that
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that nothing fpoils the face more than in-
tenfe refleftion ; and therefore as he could
not eafily refolve the queftion, he wilely de-
termined to forget it,

And now the important evening ap-
proached ; the largeft room in the houfe
was lighted up for the dancers, and all the
little company aflembled. Tommy was
that day drefled in an unufual fiyle of ele-
gance ; and had fubmitted without mur-
muring to be under the hands of an hair-
dreffer for two hours. But what gave him
the greateft fatisfattion of all, was an im-
menfe pair of new buckles, which Mrs,
Merton bad fent for on purpole to grace
the perfon of her fon. Several minuets.
were danced, to the great admiration of the
company; and among the relt Tommy,
who had been pra&ifing ever fince he had
been at home, bad the honour of exhibiting -
with Mifs Matilda. He indeed began with
a certain degree of diffidence, but was foon
infpired with a proper degree of confidence
by the applaufes which refounded on every

fide.
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fide. Whatan elegant little creature, cried
one lady ! What a fhape is there, faid a
fecond! I proteft he puts me in mind of
Veftris himfelf, Indeed,faid a third, Mrs.
Merton is a moft happy mother to be pofiefl-
ed of fuch a fon, who wants nothing but an
introdutlion to the world, to be one of the
molt elegant creatures in England, and the
‘moft accomplithed. As foon as Tommy
had finifhed his dance, he led his partner to
her feat, with a grace that furprized all the
company anew ; and then with the fweeteft
condefcenfion imaginable, he went from
one lady to another, to receive the praifes
which they liberally poured out; as if it
was the greateft attion in the world to draw
one foot behind another and to walk on tip~
toe. Harry, in the mean time, had fhroud-
ed himfelf in the moft obfcure part of the
room, and was filently gazing upon the
fcene that pafled.  He knew that his com=
pany would give no pleafure among ‘the
elegant figures that engroffed the foremoft
feats, and felt not the leaft inclination for

M 4 fuch
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fuch an honour. In this fituation he was
oblerved by Malter Compton ; who, at the
fame inftant, formed a fcheme of mortify-
ing Mils Simmons, whom he did not like,
and of expofing Harry to the general ridi-
cule. He thereforepropofeditto Math, who
had partly officiated as Mafter of the Cere-
monies, who agreed to aflift him, with all
the readinefs of officious malice. Mafter
Math, therefore, went up to Mifs Simmons,
and with all the folemnity of refpet invited
her out to dance : which fhe, although in-
different about the matter, accepted with-
out hefitation. In the mean time, Mafter
Compton went up to Harry with the fame
hypocritical civility, and in Mifs Simmons’s
name invited him to dance a minuet., It
was 1n vain that Harry affured bim he knew
nothing about the matter ; his perfidious
friend told him, that it was an indifpenfable
duty for him to {tand up; that Mifs Sim-
mons would never forgive him if he fhould
refufe; that it would be fufficient if he could
juft defcribe the figure, without embarrafi-

ing
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ing himfelf about the fteps. In the mean
time, he pointed out Mifs Simmons who
was advancing towards the upper end of the
room, and taking advantage of his confufion
and embarrafiment, led him forward and
placed him by the young lady’s fide. Harry
was not yet acquainted with the fublime
{cience of impofing upon unwary fimplicity,
and therefore never doubted that the mef-
fage had come from his friend ; and as no-
thing could be more repugnant to his cha-
rafter than the want of compliance, he
thought it neceffary at leaft to go and ex-
poftulate with her upon the fubjett. This
was his intention when he fuffered himfelf
to be led ap the room ; but his tormentors
did not give him time, for they placed bim
by the fide of the young lady, and inftantly
called to the mufic to begin. Mifs Sim-
mons, in her turn, was equally farprized at
the partner that was provided for her; fhe
had never imagined minuet dancing to be
one of Harry’s accomplifhments ; and
therefore inftantly fufpelied that it was a

M 5 | concerted
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concerted fcheme to mortify her. How-
ever, in this the was determined they fhould
be difappointed, as fhe was deftitute of all
pride and had the fincereft regard for Harry,
As foon, therefore, as the mufic firuck up,
the young lady began her reverence ; which
Harry, who found he was now completely
caught, and had no time for explanation,
imitated as well as he was able, but in fuch
a manner as fet the whole room in a titter,
Harry, however, arming himf{elf with all the
fortitude he poflefled, performed his part
as well as could be expe@ted from a perfon
tnat bad neverlearned a fingle ftep of danc-
ing. By keeping his eye fixed upon his
partner, he made a thift at leaft to preferve
fomething of the figure, although he was '
terribly deficient in the fteps and graces of
the dance. But his partner, who was fcarcely
lels embarraffed than himfelf, and wifhed to
fhorten the exhibition, after crofling once,
pre{}:med him with her hand. Han‘y had
upfortunately not remarked the nature of
this manceuyvre with perfedt accuracy; and,

therelore
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therefore imagining that one hand was juft as
good as the other, he offered the young lady
his left, inftead of hisright hand. Atthisin-
cident,anuniverfal pealofmerrlment,wluch
theyn:)longerlabouredtQ conceal,burit from
almoft all the company; and Mifs Sim-
mons withing at any rate to clofe the {cene,
prefented her partner, with both her hands,
and abruptly finithed the dance. The un-
fortunate couple then retreated to the lower
end of the room, amid the jefts and fneers.
of their companions, particularly Mafh and
Compton, who affumed unufual importance:
upon the credit of fuch a brilliant invention.
When they were feated, Mils Simmons.
could not help afking Harry, with fome dif-
pleafure, why he had thus expofed: himlelf:
and her, by attempting what he was totally.
ignorant of; and added, that though there
was no difgrace in not being able to dance,
it was very great folly to attempt it with-
out having learned a fingle fiep. Indeed,,
Madam, anfwered Harry, 1 never fhould.
haye thought of  trying:to do what I-knew.

M6 v 1 was.
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I was totally ignorant of; but Mafter
Compton came to me, and told me, that
you partictlarly defired me to dance with
you, and led me to the other end of the
room; and [ only came to fpeak to you
and to inform you that I knew nothing
~ about the matter, for fear you thould think
me uncivil ; and then the mufic began to
play and you to dance, fo that I had no op-
portunity of fpeaking; and I thought it
better to do the beft T could, than to ftand
{till, or leave you there. Mifs Simmons in-
ftantly recovered her former good humour,
and faid, Well, Harry, we are not the firft,
nor fhall be the laft by hundreds, that have
‘made a ridiculous figure in a ball-room,
without fo good an excufe. But I am forry
to fee fo malicious a difpofition in thefe
young gentlemen, and that all their know-
ledge of polite life has not taught them a
little better manners. © Why, madam, an-
{wered Harry, fince you are fo good as to
talk to me upon the fubjeét, I muft confefs
that I have been very much furprized at

many
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many things I have feen at Mr. Merton’s.
All thefe young gentlemen and ladies are
continually talking about genteel life and
manners, and yet they are frequently doing
things which {urprize me. Mr. Barlow has
always told me that politenefs confifted in
a difpofition to oblige every body around
us, and to fay or do nothing which can give
them difagreeable impreflions. Yet I con-
tinually fee thefe young gentlemen ftriving
todo and fay things, for no other reafon than
to give pain.  For not to go any farther
than the prefent inftance, what motive can
Mafter Compton and Math have had, but
to mortify you by giving you fuch a partner ?
You, madam, too, that are {o' kind and
good to every body, that I thould think it
impoflible not to love you. Harry, anfwered
the young lady, what you fay about polite-
nefs is perfeétly jult., I have heard my
uncle and many f{enfible people fay the
fame. But in order to acquire this {pecies
of it, both goodnefs of heart and a jult way
of thinking are required; and therefore

1m any
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many people content themfelves with aping
what they can pick up in the drefs, or gef-
tures, or cant expreflions of the higher
claffes : juft like the poor afs that dreft in
the fkin of a2 lion was taken for the lion
himfelf, tiil his unfortunate braying exp .fed
the cheat. Pray, macam, what is that
ftory? faid Harry. It is a trifling one that
I have read, anfwered Mifs Stmmons, of
fomebody, that having procured a lion’s
fkin, faftened it round the body of an afs,
and then turned him loofe to the great af-
fright of the neighbourhood. Thofe who
faw him firft, imagined that a monftrous.
I:on had invaded the country, and fled with:
precipitation. Even the very cattle caught
the panic, and were [cattered by hundreds
over the plains. In the mean time, the
vi€torious afs pranced and capered along
the fields, and diverted himfelf with running.
after the fugitives. But, at length, in the
gaiety of his heart, he broke out into fuch
a difcordant braying, as furprized thofe that
were-nearcfty and expetted-to hear a very

different.
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different noife from under the terrible fkin.
At length a refolute fellow venture i by des
grees gearer to this objecl of their 1error,
and difcovering the cheat that had been
praftiled upon them, divefted the poor afs
of all his borrowed fpoils, and drove him

away with his cudgel. |
This ftory, continued Mifs Simmons, is
continually coming into my mind, when
I fee any body imagine himfelf of great
importance, becaufe he has adopted fome
particular mode of drefs, or the grimaces of
thofe that call themfelves fathionable peo-
ple. Nor do I ever fee Mafter Math, or
Compton, without thinking of the lion’s
{kin, and expefling every moment to hear
them bray. Harry laughed very heartily
at this ftory ; but now their attention was
called towards the company, who had
ranged themfelves by pairs for country-
dancing. Mifs Simmons, who was very
- fond of this exercife, then afked Harry if
he had never praétifed any of thefe dances.
Harry f{aid it had happened to him three or
9 i four
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four times at home, and that he believed
he fhould not be puzzled about any of the
figures. Well then, faid the young lady, to
fhow how little I regard their intended
mortification, I will ftand up, and you fhall
be my partner. So they rofe, and placed
themfelves at the bottom of the whole com-
pany, according to the laws of dancing,
which appoint that place for thofe who
come laft. And now the mufic began to
firike up in a more joyous ftrain; the little
dancers exerted themf{:lves with all their
allivity, and the exercife diffufed a glow of
health and chearfulnefs over the faces of
the moft pale and languid. Harry exerted
himfelf here, with much better fuccefs than
he had lately'done in the minuet. He had
great command over all his limbs, and was
well verfed in every play that gives addrefs
to the body; {o that he found no difficulty
in prattifing all the varied figures of the
dances ; particularly with the affitance of
Mifs Simmons, who - explained to him
every thing that appeared embarraff.

ing.,
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ing. But now, by the continuance of the
dance, all who were at firlt at the upper
end had defcended to the bottom; where,
by the laws of the diverfion, they ought to
have waited quietly, till their companions,
becoming in their turn uppermoft, bad
danced down to their former places. But,
when Mifs Simmons and Harry expetted
to have had their jufl fhare of the exercife,
they found that almotft all their companions
had deferted them, and retired to their
places. Harry could not help wondering
at this behaviour; but Mifs Simmons told
him with a fmile, that it was only of a
piece with the reft; and that fthe had often
remarked it at country affemblies, where all
the gentry of a county were gathered to-
gether, This is frequently the way, added
fhe, that thofe who think themf{elves fupe-
rior to the reft of the world, choofe to thow
their importance. This is a very bad way,
indeed, replied Harry : people may choofe
whether they will dance or prattife any par-
ticular diverfion; but if they do, they ought

to
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to fubmit to the laws of it, without repin-
ing: and I have always obferved among
“the little boys that I am acquainted with,
that wherever this difpofition prevailsit isthe
greateft proof of a bad and contemptible
temper. I am afraid, replied Mifs Sim-
mons, that your obfervations will hold uni-
verfally true; and that thofe who expett
{o much for themfelves, without being
willing to confider their fellow-creatures in
turn, in whatever ftation they are found, are
always the moft mean, ignorant, and defpi-
cable of the fpecies. I remember, faid
Harry, reading a ftory of a great man, call-
ed Sir Philip Sydney. This gentleman was
reckoned not only the braveft, but the
politeft perfon in all England. It happen-
ed that he was fent over the fea to affifk
fome of our allies againft their enemies.
After having diftinguithed himfelf in fuch
a manner as gained himthe Jove and efteem
of all the army, this excellent man one day
received a fhot, which broke his thigh as he

was bravely fighting at the head of his men.
Siz
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Sir Philip Sydney felt that he was mortally
wounded, and was obliged to turn his horfe’s
head and retire to his tent, in order to have
his wound examined. By the time that
he reached the tent, he not only felt great
agonies from his wound, but the heat of
the weather, and the fever which the pain
produced, had excited an intolerable thirft;
fo that he prayed his attendants to fetch him
a little water. With infinite difficulty fome
water was procured and brought to him;
but, juft as he was raifing the cup to his
lips, he chanced to fee a poor Englith fol-
dier, who had been mortally wounded in
the fame engagement, and lay upon the
ground, faint.and bleeding, and ready to
expire. The poor man was fuffering like
his general, from the pain of a confuming
thirlt ; and therefore, though refpett pre-
vented him from afking for any, he turned
his dying eyes upon the water, with an
eagernefs which fufficienty explained his
{ufferings. Upon this, the excellent and

noble gentleman took the cup, which he
had
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had not yet tafted, from his lips, and gave
it to his attendants ; ordering them to carry
it to the wounded foldier, and only faying,
‘¢ This poor man wants 1t ftill more than
1%dors ‘

- This ftory, added Harry, was always a
particular favourite with Mr, Barlow, and
he has often pointed it out to me, as an ex-
ample not only of the greateft virtue and-
humanity, but alfo of that elevated method
of thinkingwhich conflitutes the true gentle-
man. For whatisit, I have heard him fay,
that gives a fuperiority of manners, but the
inclination to facrifice our own pleafures
- and intereflts to the well-being of others ?
An ordinary perfon might have pitied the
poor foldier, or even have affifted him,
when he had firft taken care of himfelf: but
who, in fuch a dreadful extremity as the
brave Sydney was reduced to, would be
capable of even forgetting his own fuffer-
ings to relieve another, that had not ac-
quired the generous. habit of always flight-
ing bis own gratifications for the fake of

his
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his fellow-creatures? 'As Harry was con-
verfing in this manner, the little company
had left off dancing, and were refrefhing
themfelves with a variety of cakes and
agreeable liquors, which had been provided
for the occafion. Tommy Merton and the
other young gentlemen were now diftin-
guifhing themfelves by their attendance
upon the ladies, whom they were fupply-
ing with every thing they chofe to bhave;
but no one thought it worth his while to
wait upon Mifs Simmons. When Harry
obflerved this, he ran to the table, and upon
a large waiter brought her cakes and
lemonade, which he prefented, if not with
a better grace, with a fincerer defire to
oblige than any of the refft. But, as he
was ftooping down to offer her the choice,
Mafter Mafh unluckily pafled that way,
and, elated by the fuccels of his late piece
of ill-nature, determined to attempt a
fecond ftill more brutal than the firlt. For
this reafon, juft as Mifs Simmons was he]p;
ing herfelf to fome wine and water, Mafh

pretending
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pretending to ftumble, puthed Harry in
fuch a manner, that the greater part of the
contents of the glaffes was difcharged full
into her bofom. The young lady coloured
at the infult, and Harry, who inftantly per-
ceived that it had been done on purpofe,
being no longer able to contain his indig-
nation, feized a glafs that was only half
emptied, and difcharged the contents full
into the face of the aggreflor. Mafh, who
was a boy of violent paffions, exafperated at
this retaliation, which he fo ‘well deferved,
inftantly catched up a drinking glafs and
flung it full at the head of Harry. Happy
was it for bim, that it only grazed his head
without taking the full effe€. It however
laid bare a confiderable gafh, and Harry
was in an inftant covered with his own
blood. This fight only provoked him the
more, and made him forget both the place
and company where he was; fo that flying
upon Malfh with all the fury of juft re-
venge, a dreadful combat enfued, which

put the whole room into a confternation.
But
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But Mr. Merton foon appeared, and with
fome difficuity feparated the enraged chams-
pions. He then inquired into the fubjett
of the conteft, which Mafter Mafth endca-
voured to explain away as an accident. But
Harry perfifted in his account with {o much
firmnefs, in which he was corroborated by
the teftimony of Mifs Simmons, that Mr.
Merton readily perceived the truth. Mafh
however apologized for himielf in the beft
manner he was able, by faying, that he had
only meant to play Mafter Harry an inno-
cent trick, but that he had undefignedly in-
jured Mifs Simmons. Whatever Mr, Mer-
ton felt, he did not fay a great deal; he,
however,endeavoured topacify the enraged
combatants, and ordered affiftance to Har-
ry to bind up the wound, and clean him
from the blood which had now disfigured
him from head to foot. Mrs. Merton in
the mean time, who was {itting at the upper
end of the room amidft the other ladies,
had feen the fray, and been informed that it
was owing to Harry’s throwing a glafs of

' lemonade
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lemonade in Mafter Mafh's face. This
gave Mrs. Compton an opportunity of in-
dulging herfelf again in long inve&tives
againft Harry, his breeding, family, and
manners. She never, fhe faid, had liked
the boy, and now he had juftified all her
forebodings upon the fubjett. Such a lit-
tle vulgar wretch could never have been
witnefls to any thing but {cenes of riot and
ill-manners ; and now he was brawling and
fighting in a gentleman’s houfe, juft as he
would do at one of the public houfes to
which he was ufed to go with his father.
While fhe was in the midft of this eloquent
harangue, Mr. Merton came up, and gavé
a more unprejudiced narrative of the affair;
he acquitted Harry of all blame, and faid,
that it was impofiible, even for the mildeft
temper in the world, to att otherwife upon
{fuchunmerited provocation. This account
{feemed wonderfully to turn the {cale in
Harry's favour ; though Mifs Simmons was
no great favourite with the young ladies, yet
the fpirit and gallantry which he had dif-

3 . covered
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eovered in her caufe began to at very
forcibly upon their minds. One of the
young ladies obferved, that if mafter Harry
was better dreft, he would certainly be a
very pretty boy ; another faid, the had al-
ways thought that he had a look above his
ftation; and a third remarked, that con-
fidering he had never learned to dance, he
had by no means a vulgar look.

This untoward accident having thus been
amicably fettled, the diverfions of the
evening went forward. But Harry, who
kad now loft all tafte for genteel company,
took the firt opportunity of retiring to
bed ; where he foon fell afleep, and forgot
both the mortification and bruifes he had
received. In the mean time, the little
company below found means to entertain
themfelves till paft midnight, and then re-
tired to their chambers,

The next morning they rofe later than
ufual: and, as feveral of the young gens
tlemen who had been invited to the pre-
ceding evening’s diverfion, were not to re-

Vou, II. N tura
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turn till after dinner, they agreed to take a
walk into the country. - Harry went with
them as ufual, though Mafter Mafh by his
mifreprefentations had prejudiced Tommy
and all the reft againft him. But Harry,
who was confcious of his own innocence,
and began tofeel the pride of injured friend-
thip, difdained to give an explanation of
. his behaviour ; fince his friend was not fuf-
ficiently interefted about the matter to de-
mand one. But while they were flowly
walking along the common, they difcovers
ed at a diftance a ptodigious croud of peo-
ple, that were all moving forward in the
fame dire&tion. This attra&ed the curiofity
of the little troop ;. and upon inquiry they
found there was going to be a bull-baiting.
Inftantly an eager defire feized upon all the
little gentry to fee the diverfion. One
obftacle alone prefented itfelf, which was
that their parents, and particularly Mrs.
Merton, had made them promife that they
would avoid every fpecies of danger.

This objetion was however removed by
9 Malfter
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Malter Billy Lyddal; who obferved that
there could be no danger in the fight, as
the bull was to be tied faft, and could there-
fore do them no harm. Befides, added he
fmiling, what occafion have they to know
that we have been at all? ] hope we are
not fuch fimpletons as to accufe ourfelves,
or {uch tell-tales as to inform again{t one
“another. No! no! no ! was the univerfal
exclamation from all but Harry, who had re-
mained profoundly filent upon the occafion.
Malter Harry has not faid a word, fuid one
of the little folks, fure he will not tell of
us.. Indeed, faid Harry, I don’t wifh to tell
of you; but if I am afked where we have
been, how can I help telling >—~What, an-
fwered Mafter Lyddal, can’t you fay, that
we have been walking along the road, or
acrofs the common, without mentioning
any thing farther ?—No, faid Harry, that
would not be fpeaking truth : befides, bull-
baiting is a very cruel and dangerous diver-
fion, and therefore none of us fhould go Lo
fee it; particularly Mafter Merton, whofe
) N2 mother
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mother loves him fo much and is fo care-
ful about him. This {peech was not re-
ceived with much approbation by thole to
whom it was addrefled. A pretty fellow,
faid one, to.give himfelf thefe airs and pre-
tend to be wifer than every one elle!—
W hat, faid Mafter Compton, does this beg-
gar’s brat think he is.to govern gentlemen’s
fons, becaufe Mafter Merton is {fo good as
to keep company with him?—If I were
Mafter Merton, faid a third, I'd foon {end
the little impertinent jackanapes home to
his own blackguard family.—And Mafter
Mafh, who was the biggelt and {trongelt
boy in the whole company, came up to
Harry, and grinning in his face, faid, So all
the return that you make to Mafter Merton
for his goodnefs to you, is to be a {py and
an informer, is it, you little dirty black-
guard ?—Harry, who had long perceived
and lamented the coolnefs of Mafter Merton
towards him, was now much more grieved
to fee that his friend was not only filent,
but feemed to take an ill-natured pleafure

mn
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in thefe infults, than at the infults them=«
felves which were offered to him. How-
ever, as foon as the croud of tormentory
which furrounded him, would give him
leave to fpeak, he coolly anfwered, that he
was as little of a fpy and informer as any of
them ; and as to begging, he thanked God,
he wanted as little of them, as they did of
him : befides, added4ie, were I even reduced
{o low as that, I thould know better how to
employ my time, than to-afk charity of any
one here, ‘
This farcaftic an{wer, and the reflections
that were made upon it, had fuch an effett
upon the too irritable temper of Mafter
Merton, that in an inftant forgetting his
former obligations and affettion to Harry,
he ftrutted up to him, and clenching his
fift, afked him, whether he meaned to infult
him? Well done, Mafter Merton, echoed
through the whole {ociety; threfh him
heartily for his impudence. No, Mafter
Tommy, anfwered Harry, it is you and’
your friends here that infult me. What,
N 3 an{wered
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anfwered Tommy, are you a perfon of fuch
confequence, that you muft not be fpoken
to? You are a prodigious fine gentleman
indeed.—1I always thought you one, till
now, anfwered Harry.—How, you rafcal,
faid Tommy, do you fay that I am nota
gentleman ?—Take that, and immediately
firuck Harry upon the face with his fift.
His fortitude was not proof againft this
treatment, he turned his face away, and
only faid in a low tone of voice, Mafter
Tommy, Mafter Tommy, I never fhould
have thoughbt it poffible you could have
treated me in this unworthy manner: then
covering his face with both his hands, he
burft into an agony of crying.

But the little troop of gentlemen, who
were vaftly delighted with the mortification
which Harry had received, and had formed
a very indifferent opinion of his prowels,
from the patience which he had hitherto
exerted, began to gather round, and repeat
their perfecutions.  Coward, and black-

guard, and tell-tale, echoed in a chorus,
| through
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through the circle; and fome, more for-
ward than the reft, feized hold of him by
the hair, in order that he might hold up
his head, and fhow his pretty face. But
Harry, who now began to recolleét himfelf,
wiped his tears with his hand, and looking
up, alked them with a firm tone of voice
and a fteady countenance, why they med-
dled with him; then {winging round, he
difengaged himfelf at once, from all who
had taken hold of him. The greatefl part
of the company gave back at this queftion,
and feemed difpofed to leave him unmoleft-
ed; but Mafter Math, who was the moft
quarrelfome and impertinent boy prefent,
advanced, and looking at Harry with a con-
temptuous. {neer, faid, This is the way we
always treat fuch little blackguards as you 3
and if you have not had enough to fatisfy
you, we’ll willingly give you fome mores
As to all your nick-names and nonfenfe,
anfwered Harry, I don’t think it worth my
while to refent them ; but though I have
fuffered Mafter Merton to ftrike me, there’s

N 4 not
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not another in the company fhall do it; or
if he choofes to try, he fhall foon find whe-
ther or not I am a coward. Mafter Math
made no anfwer to this but by a {lap of the
face, which Harry returned by a punch of
his fit, which had almoft overfet his an-
tagonift, in fpite of his fuperiority of fize
and ltrength, This unexpeéted check from
a boy fo much lefs than himfelf might pro-
bably have cooled the courage of Mafh; had
he not been afhamed of yielding to one
whom he had treated with fo much unmerit-
ed contempt. Summoning, therefore, all
his refolution, he flew at Harry like a fury ;
and, as he had often been engaged in quar-
rels like this, he firuck bhim with fo much
force, that with the firft blow he aimed,
he felled him to the ground. Harry,
foiled in this manner but not difmayed,
role 1n an inftant and attacked his adverfary
with redoubled vigour, at the very moment
when he thought himfelf {ure of the victory.
A fecond time did Mafh, after a fhort but

{fevere contell, clofe -with his undaunted
enemy,
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enemy, and, by dint of fuperior ftrength,
roughly hurl him to the ground. The
little troop of fpettators who had miftaken.
Harry’s patient fortitude for cowardice, be-
gan now to entertain the fincerelt refpett:
for his courage, and gathered round the
combatants in filence. A fecond time did
Harry rife and attack his ftronger adverfary,
with the cool intrepidity of a veteran com-
batant. The battle now began to grow-
more dreadful and more violent, Malh
had {uperior firength and -dexterity, and
greater habitude of fighting ; his blows were
aimed with equal {kill and force; and each
appeared fufficient to cruth an enemy fo
much inferiorin {ize, in ftrength, in years:
but Harry poflefled a body hardened to
fupport pain and hardfhip; a greater degree
of  atlivity, a cool, unyielding eourage,
whichr nothing could difturb or: daunt.
Four times had he been now thrown dowa
by the irrefiflible ftrength. of .his foe; four
times had he rifen ftronger from his fall, |
covered with dirt and blood, and panting.
N 5 withy
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with fatigue, but flill unconqueed. At
length from the duration of the cobat
and his own violent exertions, the ftrength
of Mafh began to fail : enraged and difap-
pointed at the obflinate refiftance he had
met with, he began to lofe all command of
his temper and ftrike at random ; his breath
grew fhort, his efforts were more laborious,
and his knees feemed fcarcely able to fuftain
his weight. But atuated by rage and thame,
he rufhed with all his might upon Harry, as
if determined to cruth him with one laff
effort. Harry prudently fiepped back, and
contented himfelf with parrying the blows
that were aimed at him ; till fecing that his
antagonift was almoft exhaufted by his own
impetuofity, he darted at him with all his
force, and, by one fuccefsful blow, levelled
him with the ground.

An' involuntary fhout of triumph now
burft from the little affembly of fpe@ators
for fuch is the temper of human beings that
they are more inclined to confider fupe~
xiority of force than juflice; and the very

fame
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fame boys who juft before were loading
Harry with taunts and outrages, were now
ready to congratulate him upon his vittory.
He, however, when he found his antagonift
no longer capable of refiftance, kindly affift-
ed him to rife, and told him he was very
{orry for what had happened ; but he, op-
prefled at once with the pain of his bruifes
and the difgrace of his defeat, obferved an
obftinate filence.

Juft in this moment, their attention was
engaged by a new and fudden fpettacle.
A bull of the largeft fize and greateft
beauty was led acrofs the plain, adorned.
with ribbons of various colours. The
majeftic animal {uffered himfelf to be led
along an unrefilting prey, till he arrived at.
the {pot which was deftined for the theatre
of his perfecutions. Here he was faftened
to an iron ring, which had been ftrongly let
into the ground, and whofe force they ima-
gined would be fufficient toreftrain him,even
in the midft of his moft violent exertions.
An innumerable croud of men, of women,

N6 of
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of children, then furrounded the place,
waiting with eager curiofity for the inhu-
man fport which they expeéted. The little
party, which had accompanied Mafter
‘Merton, were now no Jonger to be reftrain-
ed ; their friends, their parents, admonition,
duty, promifes, were all forgotten in an in-
{tant, and, {olely intent upon gratifying their
curiofity, they mingled with the furrounde
ing multitude.

Harry, although relufantly, followed
them at a diftance ; neither the ill-ufage he
had received, nor the pain of his wounds,
could make him unmindful of Mafter
Merton, or carclefs of his fafety. He knew
too well the dreadful aceidents which fre=-
~quently attend thele barbarous fports, to
be able to quit his friend, till he had once
more feen him in a place of fafety. And
now the noble animal, that was to be thus
wantonly tormented, “was faftened to the
ring by a ftrongly-twilted cord; which,
though it confined and cramped his ex=
ertions, did not entirely reftrain them.  Al-

though
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though poflfeffed of almoft irrefiftible

trength, he {eemed unwilling to exert it
- and looked round upon the infinite multi-
tude of his enemies with a gentlenels that
ought to have difarmed their animofity.
Prefently, a dog of the largeft {ize and moft
ferocious courage is let loofe ; who, as foon
as he beheld the bull, uttered: a. favage
yell, andrufhed upon him with all the rage
of inveterate animofity. The bull {uffered
him to approach with the coolnefs of
deliberate courage ; but juft as the dog was
fpringing up to feize him, he rufhed for-
ward to meet his foe, and putting his head
to the ground, canted him into the air
feveral yards; and had not the fpeétators
run and caught him upon their backs and
hands, he would have been crufhed to pieces
in the fall. The {ame fate attended another,
and another dog, which were let'loofe {uc-
ceflively ; the one was killed upon the fpot,
while the other, who had a leg broken in
the fall, crawled howling and limping away,
The bull, in the mean while, behaved with

ali
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all the calmnefs and intrepidity of an exa
perienced warrior ; without violence, with-
out paffion, he waited every attack of his
enemies, and then feverely punifhed them
for their rafthnefs. While this was tranfa&t-
ing, to the diverfion not only of the rude
and illiterate populace, but to that of the
little gentry with Malfter Merton, a poor
half-naked black came up, and humbly
implored their charity. He had ferved, he
told them, on board an Englith veflel, and
even fhowed them the f{cars of feveral
wounds he had received ; but now he was
difcharged, and without friends, without
affiftance, he could fcarcely find food to
fupport his wretched life, or clothes to cover
him from the wintry wind.  Some of the
young gentry, who from a bad education
had been little taught to feel or pity the
diftrefs of others, were bafe enough to at-
tempt to jelt upon his dufky colour and
foreign accent; but Mafter Merton, who,
though lately much corrupted and changed
from what he bad been with Mr. Barlow,

prelerved
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preferved a great degree of generofity, put
his hand into his pocket in order to relieve
him, but unfortunately found nothing to
give; the foolifh profufion which he had |
lately learned from the young gentlemen
at his father’s boufe, had made him wafte in
cards, 1n play-things, in trifles, all his ftock
of money ; and now he found him{elf unable
to relieve that diftrefs which he pitied.
Thus repulfed on every fide, and unaffifted,
the unfortunate black approached the place

 where Harry ftood, holding out the tattered

remains of his hat, and imploring charity,
Harry had not much to give, but he took
fixpence out of his pocket, which was all
his riches, and gave it with the kindeft look
of compafiion, faying, Here, poor man, this
is all I have; if I bad more, it fthould be
at your fervice. He bad no time to add
more, for at that inftant, three fierce dogs
rufhed upon the bull at once, and by their
joint attacks rendered him almoft mad.
- The calm deliberate courage, which he had
hitherto fhewn, wasnow changed into rage

and
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and defperation ; he roared with pain and

fury ; flalhes of fire feemed to come from

his angry eyes, and his mouth was covered

with foam and blood. He hurried round

the ftake with inceffant toil and rage, firft
aiming at one, then at another, of the per-

fecuting dogs, that harrafled him on every

fide, growling and baying inceflantly, and

biting him in every part. Atlength, with a

furious effort that he made, he trampled

one of his-foes beneath his feet, and gored
a f{econd' to that degree, that his-bowels.
came through the wound ; and at the fame

moment, the cord which had hitherto con-

fined him, fnapped-afunder, and let him

loofe upon the affrighted multitude. It:is

impoffible to: conceive the terror.and dils

may whicl inftantly feized the. crowd.of

{pectators. Thofe; who before had been

hallooing with joy, and encouraging the

fury. of the dogs with fhouts and acclama-

tions, were now {cattered -over the plain,
and fled from the fury of the animal, whom .
they had been fo balely tormenting, The

enraged.
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enraged bull, mean-while, rufhed like light-
ning over the plain, trampling fome, goring
others, and taking ample vengeance for
the injuries he had received. Prefently, he
rufhed, with headlong fury, towards the {pot
where Mafter’ Merton and his affociates
ftood ; all fled with wild affright, but with
a fpeed that was not equal to that of the
purfuer. Shrieks, and outcries, and lamen-
tations were heard on every fide; and thole,
who a few minutes before had defpifed the
good advice of Harry, would now have
given the world to be fafe in the houfes of
their parents.  Harry alone feemed to pre-
ferve his prefence of mind ; be neither cried
out nor ran; but when the dreadful animal
approached, leaped nimbly afide, and the
bull pafied on, without embarraffing himf{elf
about his efcape., Not {o fortunate was
Mafter Merton ; he happencd to be the laft,
of the little troop of flyers, and full in the
way which the bull had taken. And now
his deftruttion appeared certain; for as he
ran, whether through fear or the inequality -

of
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of the ground, his foot flipped, and down
he tumbled, in the very path of the enraged
purfuing animal. All, who faw, imagined
his fate inevitable; and it would certainly
have proved fo, bad not Harry, with a
courage and prefence of mind above his
¢, which one
of the fugitives had dropped, and at the very
moment when the bull was ftooping to

cars, fuddenly {eized a pron
Vv s

gore his defencelefs friend, advanced and
wounded him in the flank. Thebull, in an
inftant, turned fhort, and with redoubled
rage made at his new affailant; and it is
probable that, notwithftanding his intre-
pidity, Harry would have paid the price of
his affiftance to his friend with his own life,
had not an unexpeéled fuccour arrived.
But, in that inftant, the grateful black
rufhed on like lightning to affift him, and
affailing the bull with a weighty ftick which
he held in his hand, compelled him to turn
his rage upon a new objeét. The bull in-
deed attacked him with all the impetuofity
of revenge, but the black jumped nimbly

alide
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afide and eluded his fury. Not contented
with this, he wheeled round his fierce an-
tagonift, and feizing him by the tail, began
to batter his fides with an unexpetted ftorm
of blows. In vain did the enraged animal
bellow and writhe himfelf about in all the
convulfions of madnefs; his intrerpid foe,
without ever quitting his hold, fuffered him-
{elf to be dragged about the field, ftill con-
tinuing his difcipline, till the creature was
almoft fpent with the fatigue of his own
violent agitations. - And now fome of the
boldeft of the fpettators, taking courage,
approached to his affiftance, and throwing a
well-twifted rope over his head, they at
length, by the dint of {uperior numbers,
completely maftered the furious animal,
and bound him to a tree. In the mean
while, feveral of Mr, Merton’s {fervants who
had been fent out after the young gentle-
men, approached and took up their young
mafter, who, though without a wound, was
almoft dead with fear and agitation. But
Harry, after feeing that his friend was per=

' fettly
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fettly fafe, and in the hands of bis own
family, invited the black to accompany
him, and inftead of returning to Mr. Mer-
ton’s, took the way which led to his fa-
ther’s boule.
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