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T.HE f um mer had now completely pafi: 
..3way while Tommy was receiving 

thefe improvements at the houfe of Mr. 
Barlow. In the courfe of this time, both 
his body and mind had acquired additional 
vigour; for he was neither fo fretful ancl 
hurnourforne, nor fo eafily affeaed by the 
viciffitudes of the feafon. 

And now the winter had fet in with un-­
ufual feverity, The water was all froze n 

B 2 into 
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into a fo}id rnafs of ice; the earth was bare 
of food; and the little birds that ufed to hop 
about and chirp with gladnefs, feemed to 
lament in filence the inclemency of the 
weather. Tommy was one day furprized, 
when he entered his chamber, to find a very 
pretty little bird flying about it. He went 
down flairs and informed l\1r. Ba rlow, who, 
c1fter he had feen the bird, told him it was 
called a Robin Red-breafl; and that it was 
naturally more tame and di fpofed to cultivate 
the fociety of men than any other f pecies. 
But, at prefent, added be, the little fellow is 
in want of food, becau!e the earth is too 
hard to furnifh him any affifl:ance, and hun­
ger infpires him with this unufua1 boldnefs. 
Why then, faid Tommy, fir, if you will give 
n1e leave, I will fetch a piece of bread and 
feed him. Do fo, anfwered Mr. Barlow, but 
firft !et the window open, that he may fee 
you do not intend to take him prifoner. 
Tommy accordingly opened his window, 
and) fcatrering a few c'rumbs of bread about 
the room, had the fatisfaaion of feerng his 

gueft . 
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gudl hop down and make a \'ery hearty 

rneal. He then flew oJt of the roo m and 

fettled upon a neighbouring tree. fi11ging a! 
the time, as if to return thanks fur the l; •Jf .. 

pitality he had met with. 
Tommy wa.s greatly deljgbted with 1i.~ 

new acquaintance, and from this ti me 

never failed to fet his window Oi.;cn every 
morning, and fcatter fome crumbs about 

the room; which t.he b1rd perceivjng hopped 

fc::arlefs in, and regaled h~mfelf under t 1c 

protection of his bcnefaElor. By degrees, 
the intimacy ir.creafed fo mucb}, · that litLle 
Robin woultl alight on Tommy's CT1oulder~ 
and whifile his notes in that fouarion, or· 

eat out of his hand; all which gave Tommy 
fo mu~ I1 fa ; i.:;fac}ion, that he would fre­

quent 1 y Cct1i Mr. Barlow ~nd Harry to be, 

wi~nefs of his fav-oµrite's careITes-; nor did 
he e\·er c~t his 0wn meals without refervo­
ing a part for his little friend. 

It however 1appened that one clay Tom- . 
my \!vent up fla irs after dinner, intending 

to feed his bfrd a-s u fual; but as foon as he 
B 3, opened. 
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opened the door of his chamber, he dif­
covered a fight _ that pierced him to the 

ve ry heart. .His little friend and innocent 
companion lay dead upon tbe fl oor and 

torn in pieces ; and a large cat taking that 
opport unity to efcape, foon dire8ed his 
fufpi c1ons towards the murderer. Tommy 
in fla nt ly ran down with tears in his eyes, 
to relate the unfortunate death of his fa .. 
vourite to Mr. Barlow, and to demand 
v engeance r1 gainfl: the wicked cat that had 
occafio.ned it. 1\1r. Barlow heard him 

with great cornpaffion, but all~ed what 
punifhrnent he wifhed to infliet upon the 
cat. 

TOMMY • 

. Oh! fir, nothing can be too bad for that 
e-ruel animal. I would have her killed., 
as fhe killed the poor bird. 

Mr. BARLovv • 

. But do you ima.gine that fhe did it ou t 
of any particular malice to your bird, or 
merely becaufe fhe was hungry and accuf­
torned to catch her prey in that ma.nr;ier ? 

Tommy 
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Tomm-y confidered f ome time, but at 

laft he owned that he did not fufpeEt the 

cat of having any particular fpite again rt 

bis bird) and tberefore he foppofed D1e had 

been impelled by hunger. 

l\1r. BARLo,v : 

Have you never obferved that it was the 

property of that fpeci es to prey upon mice 
and other 1ittle animals ? 

TOM M Y, 

Yes, fir, very often. 
Mr. BARLOW. 

And ha-ve you ever cor •eaed her for (~ 

doing, or attemp~ed to teach her othc.:r 

habits ? 
TOMMY. 

I cannot fay I have.-Indeed I have 

feen httle Harry, when .f.he had caught a 

rnoufe aud was tormenting it, take ' it froqi 
l 

her and give it liberty. But I have never 

·meddled with her n1y felf. 

Mr. B ARLO'\V. 

Are you not then more to ,be blam ed than 

the .cat herfelf ?-You have ob[erved lhat 

B 4 · it 
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it was common to · the whole fpecies to 
deftroy mice and little birds, whenever they 
could furprize them, yet you have t;iken 
no pains to fecure your favourite from the 
danger; on the contrary, by rendering him 
tame, and accuftoming him to be fed, you 
have expofed him to a violent death which 
.he wou]d probably have avoided had he 
remained wild. vVould it not then be jufr 
and more reafonable to endeavour to teach 
the cat that fhe muft 110 longer prey upon 
little birds, than to put her to death for 
what you have never taught her was al) 
offence? 

TOMMY. 

But Js that poffible? 
Mr. BARLOW. 

Very poffible I fhould imagine. But we 
may at leaft try the experiment. 

ToMMY. 

But why Ihould fuch a mifchievous crea .. 
ture live at all ? 

Mr. BARLOvv. 

Becaufe if you deftroyed every creature 
that 
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t:hat preys upon others, you would per .. -

baps leave few alive. 
TOMMY. 

Surely, fir, the poor bird which tha ·· 

naughty cat has killed, was never guilty 

Gf fuch a cruelty? 
!-/Ir. BAR LOW. 

I will not anfwer for that. Let us ob­

ferve what they live upon in · the fields, we 

fhall then be able to !live a better account. 
U I 

Mr. Barlow then we,nt to the window.,. 

and deured· Tommy to come to him and ob­

ferve a Robin which was then hopp_ing upon: 

the grafs with fometh'ing in its mouth., and· 

a!ked him what he thougl:it it was •. 

TOMMY. 

I protefl:1 fir, it is a large worm. And 

now he has rwa11owed it l I ihould never-
, 

have thou ght that. fL~ch a pr~tty ~irq. could: ' 
- be fo cruel. . . . . -

Mr. BAR Lovv. 

Do xou imagine 1. that the b1rd is c'on, .. -

fcious of all that i.s foffer~d by the infea ?' 

B 5 To.MMYQ -
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ToMMY. 

No, fir. 
Mr. B .AR Lovv. 

In him then it is not the fame tru:elty 
which it would be in you, who are endow .. 
ed with reafon and refle&ion. Nature has 
given him a propenfity for animal food, 
which he obeys in the fame manner as the 
fheep and ox when they .feed upon grafs, 
or the afs when he browfes upon the furze 
or thiftles. 

' TOMMY. 

,v11y then, perhaps) the cat did not know 
t11e cruelty lhe was guilty 0f in tearing that 
poor bird to p iet es. 

Mr. BARLOW. 

No more than the bird we have juil feen 
is c011rcious of his cruelty to the infea. 
The natural food of cats confifts in rats, 
mice, birds, and fuch ftnall animals as they 
can feize by violence, •or catch by craft. 
It was impoffib'le fhe {hould know the value 
you fet upon your bird, and therefore fhe 

had 
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had no more intention of offending you, 

than had fhe caught a moufc. 

TOM MY. 

But if that is the cafe, fho uld I have 

another tame bird, fhe will kill it as ili~ 

has done this po0r fellow. 

Mr. B A R LO \V. 

That, perhaps, may be prevented-I 

ba~e heard people, that deal in birds, 

affirm, there is a way of preventing cats 

from meddling with them. 

TOMMY. 

·Oh! dear fi.r ! I {hou1d like to try it. 

'VI ill you not fhew me how to pre\·ent -the 

cat from .killing any more birds? 

Mr. BARLo,v. 

Mofl: willingly.-It is .certainly better 

to correct the faults of an animal than to 

,d efhoy it. Befides, I have a part_icular 

.affe Elion for this cat, becaufe I found her 

when fhe was a kitt en, and have bred her 

u p fo tam e and gentle .that fh.e will follow 

me about hke a dog. She com.es every 

morniqg to my chamber door and mews till 

B 6 She 
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-{he is let in; and fhe fits upon the table ~t 
breakfafi and ·dinner, as grave and po1ite a1s 
a vifitor., without offering to touch the 
meat. Ind~ed, before fhe w2s guilty of this­
offence., I have often feen you :fhoke and 
carefs her with great affetlion ; and pufs, ' 
who is by no means of an ungrateful tem­
per, _would always pur and arch her tail,. 
as if fhe were fenfible of your attention. 

In a few days after this converfation, 
another Robin fuffering like the former, 
from the inclemency of the feafon, flew into 
the houfe and: commenced acquaintance 
with 'Tommy. But he, who recollected 
the mournful fate of his former bird, wou!d 
not_ encourage it to any familiarity, till he 
had claimed the promife of Mr. Barlow, in 
order to preferve it from danger. lVlr. Bai'­
low., therefore, _ enticed the new guefi into 
a fma1l wire cage, and as foon as he had 
entered it fhut the door in order to prevent 
his efcapiri-g. He then took a fmall iron 

- gridiron, fuch a·s is ufed to broil meat upon, 
and having almoft heated it red-hot, placed 

• 
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it ereS: upon the ground, before the cage jn 

·which the bird was confined. I-le then con­

trived to entice the cat into the room, a,nd 

obferving that fbe fixed ber e) e upon th~ 

bird, which fhe deftined to become her 

prey, he withdrew the two little boys in 

order to leave her unreflrained in ber opera­

tions. Tbey did not retire far, but obferv­

ed her from the door fix her eyes upon the 

·cage,· and begin to approach it in filence, 

bending ·her body to the ground, and almoft 

'touching it as !he crawled along. ~:hen 

~1e judged 'her[elf within a proper diftance, 

fhe exerted all he· --i.gility in a violent fpring, 

. whjcb would probably have been fatal to the 

bird, had not the gridiron placed before 

the cage received the impreffion of her at­

tack. N·or was this difappointment the 

· only punifhment fhe was ~leftined to under­

go: the bars of the machine had been fo · 

thoroughly heated, that in rufhing again,{l; 

them fne felt herfelf burned in feveral parts 

of her body; and retired from the field of 

_battle., mewing dreadfully and full of pai.m; ' 
and 
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and fuch was the impreffion which this ad. 
venture produced, that from this time, fhe 
was never known again to attempt to de'!' 
fuoy birds. 

The coldnefs of the weather fl ill confrnu­
ing., all the wild animals began to perceive 
the ,dfeHs, and compelled by hunger, ap­
-proached nearer to the habitations of man 
and the places they had been ac~ufiorned 
to avoid. .A multitude of ha-res, the mofr 
timorous of all animals, were frequently feen 
Scudding about the garden, in fearch of the 
fcanty vegetables which the feverity of the 
fea'fon had fpared. 1n a il1ort time, they 
bad devoured all the green herbs which 
·couW be found., and hunger ftill .opprelli11g 
them, they began to gnaw the very bark of 
the trees for food. One day, as Tommy 
was ,.valking in the garden, he found that 
even the beloved tree which be had planted 
with bis own hands-, and from which he had 
promifed bimfelf fo plentiful a produce of 
fruit, had not ·efcaped the general depreda­
tion., but had been;gnawed round at the r.oot 

and 
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and kilted~ Tommy, who could ill brook 

difappointment, was fo enraged to fee hi3 

labours prove abortive, that he ran wi th 

tears in his eyes to Mr. Barlow, to demand 

vengeance againfl: the devouring hares. 

Indeed, fa id Mr. Barlow, I am forry for 

what they have done, but it is now too late 

to prev·ent it. Yes, anfwered Tommy, but 

you may have all thofe mifchievous crea­

tures fhot, that they may do no farther 

damage. .A little while ago, replied Mr • 

. BRrlow, you wanted to defiroy the cat be. 

caufe fue was ·cruel and pr.eyed upon living 

animals, and now you would murder all 

the hares, rnerdy becaufe they are innocent, 

inoffenfive animals, that fubfift upon vege .. 

tables. Tommy looked a little fooliil1, but 

he faid, that he did not want to hurt them for 

living upon vegetables, but for defl:roying 

his tree. But, faid Mr. Barlow, how can 

you expeEl the animal to difl:inguifh your 

trees from any other? You fhould there• 

fore have fenced them round in fuch a man-­

ner as might have pre:v-entcd the hares from 

reaching 



16 THE HISTORY OF 

reaching- them. Befides, in ft1cH extreme , 
difrrefs as animals now fuffe r from the want 
of food, I think they may be forgiven if 
they trefpafs a little more than ufua.l. Mr. 
Barlow then took Tommy by tbe band) and 
led him into a field at fome difl:ance which 
belonged to him, and which was fown with 
turnips. Scarcely bad they entered the field, 
before a flock of larks rofe up in fµch innu­
merable quantities as a-lrnoft darkened the 
air. See, faid Mr. Barlow, thefe li-tde fel ... 
lows are trefpaffing upon my turnips in fuch 
numbers, that in a {ho-rt time they will de-­
fhoy every bit of green about the field; yet 
I would not ,hurt them upon any account. 
Look round thew hole extent oft he country, 
you wi I l fee nothing but a barren wafie, 
which prefents no_food either to bird or· 
beaft. Thefe little creature.s therefore af­
femble in multitudes here, where they find 
a fcanty fubGflence, and though they do me 
fome mifchief they. are welcome to what 
ibey can find. In the fpring they will en­
liven. our walks by their agreeable fang~. 

To.MMY,.,_ 
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T 0 :\1 J\IY. 

I-low dreary and uncomfortable is this 

feafon of winter! I wifh it were always 

fomn1er. 
1',,1 r. BAR LO \V. 

In fome countries it is fo: but there the 

inhabitants complain more of the i ntolera­

ble heat than you do of the cold. They 

would with p1eafure he relieved by the 

agreeable variety of cooler weather, when 

" they are panting under the violence of a 

,corching fun. 
ToMMY. 

Then I Il.1ould like to live in a country 

that was never either difagreeably hot oi 

cold, 
Mr. BARLo,v. 

Such a country is fcarcely to be found; 

or if there is, it con·tains fo fmall a portion 

of the earth, as to leave room for verv few 
~ 

inhabitants. 
TOMMY. 

Then I fhould ti1i11k it w·ould be fo 

crowded that one could hardly fij17; for 

every 
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every body would naturally wi{h to liv€ 
there a 

T'lr. BARLovv. 
There you are mifl:aken, for the inhabi­

tants of the fineft climates are often lefs at 4 

tached to their country than thofe of the 
worCT:. Cufl:om reconciles people to every 
kind of life, an__d makes them equally fatis­
fied with the place in wbicb they are born. 
1 'here is a country called Lapland, which 
extends a great deal farther North than any 
part of England, which is covered with per­
petual fnows during all the year, yet the 
inhabitants would not exchange it for any 
other portion of tbe globe. 

TOMMY. 

How do they live in fo difagreeable a 
country? 

Mr. BARLOW. 

Jf you afk :Harry he will tell you. Be­
ing a farmer, it is his bufinefs to ftud y th~ 
different methods by which men find 
fubfiftence in all the differe·lilt parts of the 
earth. 
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TOMMY. 

I fhould like very much to hear, if 

I-Iarry will be fo good as to tell me. 

HARRY. 

You mufl know then, Mafter Tommy, 

that in the greatefi part of this country 

which is called Lapland, the inhabitants 

neither fow nor reap; they are totally lHl ­

acquainted with the ufe of corn, and know 

not how to make bread. They have no 

trees which bear fruit, fcarcely any of the 

herbs which grow in our gardens in Eng­

land, nor do they poffefs either !beep, goats., 

hogs, cows, or horf es. 

TOMMY. 

Tha,t rnuft be a difagreeable country 

.i ndeed! What then have they to live 

upon? 
HARRY. 

They have a fpecies of deer which is 

b:ig.ger than the largefi: flags w bich you 

may have feen i-.ra .gentlemen's parks in 

England, and very fl:romg.. The.fe animals 

are ca.lled re-in.deer, and are of fo gentle a 

nature 
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nature uat they are eafily tamed a 1d taught 
to live together in herds, and to o~ey their 
rnaflers. In the fhort fummer whjch they 
enjoy, the Laplanders lead then• out t9 
paflure in the val lies, whe!e the grafs grows 
very high and luxuriant. In the winter} 
when the ground is all covered over with 
fnow, the deer have learned to fcratch away 
the fnow, and find a fort of mofs which 
grows underreath it, and upon this thc>y 
fubfifl:. Thefe creatures afford not only 
food, but raiment, and even houL's to their 
rnafters. In the (ummer the Laplander 
milks bi berds and lives upon the pro ... 
duce; fometimes he lays by the milk in 
wooden veffels to fcrve him for fuod in 
winter. This 1s foon frozen fo hard, that 
when they would ufe it, .they are obliged 
to cut it in pieces with an hatchet. Some­
times the winters are fo fevere that the 
poor deer can fcarcely find even rnofs; 
and then the rnafl:er is obliged to kill part 
of them and live upon the flefh. Of the 
m.i:11s he makes warm garments for himfclf 

~nd 
I 
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family, and fl:rews them thick upon the 

ground to fleep upon. 

Their houfes are only poles fiuck flant­

ing into the ground, and almoft joined at 

.top, except a little hole which they leave 

.to let out the fmoke. Thefe poles are 

either covered with the {kins of animals, 

or coarfe cloth, or fometimes with turf and 

.the bark of trees. There is a little hole 

le-ft in one fide, through which tl1e family 

creep into their tent, and they make a 

comfortable fire to warm them in the 

111iddle. People, that are fo eaGly con­

tented, are totally ignorant of moft of the 

things Lhat are thought f o nece!fary here. 

The Laplanders hav.e neither gold, nor 

filver, nor carpets, nor carve.work in their 

houfes. Every man makes for himfelf all 

that the real wants of life requtre, an~ 

with his own hands performs every th ing 

which is ncceffary to be done. Their 

fo,od confifts either in frozen milk, or the 

Helli of the rein-deer, or that of the bear, 

which they frequently · hunt and kill. In-

6 - fiead 
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-fiead of bread, they fhip off the bark of 
firs, which are almofi the only trees which 
grow upon thofe dif mal mountains, and 
boiling the inward and more tender {kin, 
they eat it with their flefh. The greatefl 
happinefs of thefe poor people is to live 
free and unreflrained: therefore, they do 
not long remain fixed to any fpot, but 
taking down their houfes, they pack then1 

. up along with the little furniture they pof­
fe[s, and load them upon fledges to carry 
and fet them up in fome other place. 

TOMMY. 

Have you not faid that they have nei­
ther horfes nor oxen ? Do they then draw 
thefe fledges themfelves? 

HARRY. 

I thought I {hould furprize you, maf­
ter Tommy. The rein-deer which I have 
defcribed are fo traB:abJe that they are 
harneffed like horfes, and draw the fledges 
with their mafters upon them near thirty 
miles a day. They fet out with f urprifing 

_ f wiftnefs, and run along the fnow which is 
3 frozen 
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frozen fo bard in winter that it fupports 

them like a folid road. In this manner do 

the Laplanders perform their journies, 

. and change their places of abode as often 

as is agreeable. In the fpring they lead 

their herds of deer to pafl:ure upon the 

1nountains; in the winter they come down 

·into the plains, ,vhere they are better pro­

teaed againfi: the fury of the winds. For 

the whole country is wafie and defolate, 

defiitute of all the objeRs which you fee 

here. There are no towns, nor villages ; 

no fields inclofed or cultivated; no beaten 

roads; no _ inns for travellers to Deep at; 

no fhops to purchafe the neceffaries or con­

veniences o(life at; the face of the whole 

country is barr~n and dif mal; wherever 

you turn your eyes, nothing is to be feen 

but lofty ·mountains white with fnow and 

covered with ice and fogs. Scarcely any 

trees are to be feen except a few fl:unted 

fir and birch. Thefe mountains afford a 

retreat to thoufands of bears and wolves, 

which are continually p~uring down and 

prowling 
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prowling about to prey upon the herds of 
deer : fo that the Laplanders are conti­
nua1ly obliged to fight them in their own 
defence. To do this, they fix large pieces 
of flat board about four or five feet long 
to the bouom of .their feet; and thus fe­
-cured they run along without finking into 
the fnow, fo nimbly, that they can over­
take the wild animals in the chace. The 
bear they kill with bows and arrows which 
they make themfel ves. Sometimes they 
find out the dens where they have laid 
themfelves up in the winter, and then they 

. attack them with fpears, and generally 
overcome _them. When a Laplander has 
killed a bear, he carries it home in tri­
umph, boils the fleil1 in an iron pot, which 
is all .. he cooking tbey are acquainted withJ 
and invites a11 _his neighbours to the feaft. 
This they account the greatefi delicacy in 
the world 1 and particularly the fat, which 
they melt over the fire and drink; then, 
fittin g round the flame, they entertain each 
otner with ftories of their own exploits in 

hunting 
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hunting or fi{11ing, till the fcafr is over. 

Though they live fo barbarous a life, th ey 

are a good-natured, fincere, and hofpitable 

people. If a {hanger comes among them, 

they lodge and entertain him in the beft 

manner they qf;C able, and generally rcfufe 

- a11 payment for their ferviccs, unlefs it be 

a little bit of tobacco, which they are im­

moderately fond of fmoaking. 

TOMMY. 

Poor_ people, how· I pity them to live 

fuch an unhappy life! l il1ould think the 

fatigues an~ hardil1ips they undergo, muft 

kill them in a v~ry fhort fpace of time! 

Mr. BARLOW. 

1-1 ave you then obferved that thofe who 

eat and drink the moft, and undergo the 

leafl fatigue, are the mofl free from dif­

eafes? 
TOMMY. 

Not always; for I remember that there 

are two or three gentlemen that come to 

dine at my father~s, who eat an amazing 

quantity of meat~ befides drinking a great 

VoL. II. B deal 
l 
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deal of wine; and thefe poor gentlemen 
have lofl the ufe of almofl all tbeir limbs, 
Their legs are fo [welled that they are al~ 
mofl as big as their bodies; their feet are 
fo tender that they cannot fet them to the 
ground, and their knees fo {tiff that they 
cannot bend them. vVhen they arrive, 
they are obliged to be helped out _of tbeir 
coaches by two or three people, and they 
come hobbling in upon crutches. But I 
never heard them talk about any thing but 
eating and drinking in my life. 

l\1r. BAR LOW. 

And did _ you ever obferve that any of 
the poor bad loft the u fe of their Jim bs by 
the fame difeafe ? 

TOMMY. 

I cannot fay I have. 
Mr. BARLOW. 

' 
Then perhap£ the being confined to a 

fcanty diet, to . hardfhip, and to exercife, 

may not be fo ddlruEtive as you imagine. 
This way o~ life is even much lefs fo than 

the intemperance in which too many of 
the 
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the rich continually indulge themfelves. 

I remember lately reading a aory upon 

this fubjea, which i£ you pleafe you f11all 

hear. Mr. Barlow then read the following 

-Hiflory oJ a Jurprizi1ig Cu RE ~/ tbe Gou T, 

In one of the provinces of Italy there 

lived a wealthy gentleman, who, having no 

tafie either for improving his mind or e x­

ercifing his body, acquired an habit of 

eating almofl: all day long. The who]e 

'extent of his thoughts was what he fho uld 

eat fo-r dinner, and how he fhould procure 

the greateft delicacies. Italy produces 

exce1lent wines, but th~fe \Vere not enoug h 

for our epicure. He fettled agents in di f­

ferent parts of France and Spain to buy 

up all the moft generous and cofily wines 

of thofe countries. He had correfponden­

cies with all the niaritime cities, that he 

might be confiantly fupplied with every 

fpecies of fifh. Every poulterer and fiCT1 ... 

monger in the town was under articles to 

let him have his choice of ranties. I·le 

B 2 aHo 
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alfo employed a man on purpofe to give 
.dire8ions for h ~s pafl:ry and deferts. As 
foon as he had breakfafie<l in the morning, 
it was his con!lant pra8ice to retire to bis 
library; for he too had a library, although h~ 
uever opened a book. vVhen he was there, 
he gravely feated himfelf in an eafy chair, 
and, tucking a napkin under his chin, 
ordered his - head-cook tp be fent in to 
him. The head-coo,k inftantly appeared, 
attended by a coup],e of footmen= wbo 
~arri.ed .each a fih1 er fa1:ver of a prodigious 
fize, on which were .cups which contained 
fauces of every different flavour which 
~ould be deyifed The gentleman, with 
the g.reatefl folemni ty, ufcd to dip a bit of 
bread in each and .ta fie it; giving his orders 
upo·n the fubjetl with as much earnefl:nefs 
and precifion as if he ha:d been figning 
papers for the government of a kingdom. 
When tbis important affair was thus hap­
pily concluded, he generally threw himfelf 
upon a c,oijch to r t pair the fatigues of 
f uch an exertion., and 1 efrefh himie'lf again.ct 

dinner. 
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dinner. When that delightful hour arrived, 

it is irnpoffible to defcrjbe either the variety 

of fifh, fleCT1, and fowl, which was fet be­

fore him, or the furprizing greedinefs with 

which he eat of all; fiimulating his appe­

tite with the higheft fauces and richeft 

wines, till at length he was obliged to 

defift, not from being fatisfied, but from 

mere inability to contain more. 

This kind of life he had long purfued, 

but at lafi became fo corpulent that he 

could hardly move. His belly appeared 

prominent like a mountain, his face was 

bloated, and his legs, though f welled to 

the fize of columns, feemed unabl.e to fup .. 
port the prodigious weight of his body. 

Added to this, he was troubled with con­

tinual indigeftions and racking pains in 

feveral of his limbs, which at length ter­

minated in a violent fit of the gout. The 

pains, indeed, at length abated, and this un­

fortunate epicure returned to all his former 

habits of intemperance. The interval of ' 

eafe however was fhort, and the attacks ~f 
B 3 his 
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his c]ifeafe becoming more and more fre .. 
<JUent, he was a t length deprived of the 
ufe of almofl: all his limbs. In this un­
happy fiate he determined to confult a 
phyfician that lived in the fame town, and 
had the reputation of performing many 
furprizing cures. Do8or, faid the gentle­
man to the phyfician when be arrived, you 
fre the miferable fiate to which I am re­
duced. I do indeed, anfwered the phyfician, 
and I fuppofe you have conti·jbuted to it 
by your own intemperance. As to intern .. 
perance, replied the gentleman, I believe 
few have lefs to anf wer for than myfelf; I 
indeed Jove a moderate dinner and fupper, 
but I never was intoxicated with liquor in 
my life. Prob<1bly then you fleep too 
much., anfwered the phyfician. As to 
Deep,__ faid the gentleman, I am in bed 
near twelve hours every night, becaufe I 
find the fharpnefs of the morning air ex­
treme] y injurious to my confti tution; bu t 
I am fo troubled with a plagyy fl atulency 
and heart-burn, that I am fcarcely able to 

dofe 
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dofe my eyes all night ; or if I do, I find 

n1yfelf almofl fl:rangled with wind, and 

wake in ag~nies. That is a very alarming 

fymptorn indeed, replied the doElor; I won­

der fo many reH:lefs nights do not entirely 

wear you -out. They would indeed, an­

fwcred tbe· gentleman, if I did not make 

a CT1ift to procure a little fleep two or three 

times a day, which enables me to hold out 

a little longer. As to exercife, continued 

the doRor, I fear you are not able to u[e 

a great deal. Alas! anfwered the fick 

man, while I was able, I never failed to 

go out in my carriage once or twice a 

week; but in my prefent fituati.on- I ca~ 

no longer bear the gentleft motion. Be­

fides difordering my whole frame, it gives 

me f~ch intolerable twitches in my limbs, 

that you would imagine I was abfolutely 

falling to pieces. Your cafe, anfwered the· 

phyfician, is indeed bad, but not quite· 

defperate ; and if you could abridge the 

quantity of your food and Deep, you would. 

in a lliort time find your(elf m.u.ch better. 

B 4. Alas!. 
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Alas! anfwered the fick man, I find you 
little know the delicacy of my confiitution, 
or you would not put me upon a method 
which will infallibly deflroy me. When 
I rife -in a morning, I feel as if all the 
powers of life were exti_nguifhed within 
me; my fiornach is oppreffcd with naufea., 
my head with aches and f wimming, and.,. 
above all, I feel fuch an intolerable finking 
in my fpirits, that without the affifiance of 
two or three cordials and fc~me refiorative 
foup, I am confident I never could get 
through the morning. No, doB:or, I have 
fuch a confidence in your {kill, that there 
is no pill or potion you can order · me, 
which I will not take with pleafore, but, as. 
to a change in my diet that is impoffible .. 
That is, anfwered the pbyfician., you. wifh 
for health without ,being at the trouble of 
acquiring it, and imagine that all the con­
fequences of an ill-fpent life are to be 
wafhed away by a julep or a decoEtion of 
fenna. .. But as I cannot cure you, upon 
thofe terms.,. I will not deceive vou £or an 

,I 

inflant<l 
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inftant. Your cafe is out of the power of 

medicine, and you can only be relieved by 
your own exert10ns . 

How hard js this, anfwered the gentle­

man, to be thus abandoned to def pair even 

in the prime of life! Cruel and unfeeling 

doaor, will you not attempt any thing- to 

procure me eafe? Sir, anfwered the phy­

fician, I have already told you every thing 

I know upon the fobject. I mufl how. 

ever acquaint you, that I have a brother 

phyfician who lives at Padua, a man of 

the greatefl learning and integrity, who is 

particularly famous for curing the gout. 

lf you think it worth your while to con­

folt him, I will give you a letter of recom• 

rnendation; for he never {hrs from home 

even to attend a prince. 

I--Iere the convcrfation ended; for the 

gentleman, who did not like the trouble of 

the journey, took his leave of d1e phyfi. 

cian, and returned home, very much dif­

pirited. In a little while he either was, or 

fancied himfelf, worfe, and as the idea of 

B 5 
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the Paduan phyfician had never left his 
head, he at laft refolutely determined to 

fet out upon the journey. For this pur­
pofe he had a litter fo contrived that he 
coul_d lie recumbent, or recline at his eafe 
and eat his meals. The diflance was not 

above one day's tolerable journey, but the 
gentleman wifely refolved to make four 

of it for fear of over-fatiguing himfelf. 
He bad, befides, a loaded waggon attend­
ing, filled with every thing that confti­

tutes good eating; and two of his cooks 

went with him, that nothing might be 

wanting to his accommodation upon the 
road. After a wearifome journey, he at 

length arrived within fight of Padua, and 
eagerly inquiring after the houfe of Dr. 
Ramozinj, was foon directed to the fpot. 

Then, having been helped out of his car­

riage by half a dozen of his fervants, he 
was fhewn into a neat but plain oarlour 

~ JI 

from which he had the profpeEl of twenty 
or 'thirty people at dinner in a fpacrous 

hall. In the rnidd '. e of them was the 

learned 
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learned dottor himfelf,· who with much 

complacence invited the company to eat' 

heartily. My good friend, faid the do8or., 

to a pale-looking man on His right hand~ 
you mufi eat three Dices more of this roa{l' 

beef, or _ you· wi11 never lofe your ague. 

!v1y friend, faid he to another, drink off· 

this glafs of porter; it is j'uft arrived from 

England, and i-s a fpecific for nervous fevers. 

Do not ftuff your chi id· fo with macaroni, 

ad'ded he, turning to a woman, if you-. 
would wifh to cure him of the fc1-ophula. 
Coad man) faid be to a fouTth~ how goes~ 

on the uker in your leg? Mueh better· 

indeed, rep.Lied the man, fi.nQe I ha-ve lived 

- a-t your honou.r's tabla. vVell,, replied the · 

phyfrcian, in a. fortnight you will be per­

fectly cu.red,. if you do but drink wine· 

~noug_h. Thank b~a ven,. faicl the g.entle-­

man, who. had heard. all this with infinite: 

pleafure, I have at lafi met with . a, reafon­

able phyfLci.an; h~-will- not confine me to.; 

bread and water, nor ft.'arve me under pre~­
tence of cu.ring me, like ,tl:1at confounded{ 

13 6" q.µ.ack~ 
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quack from whofe clutches I have fo 
luckily efcaped. At length the do8or dif­

rniffed his company, who retired loading 
him with thanks and bleffings. He then 

approached the gentleman and welcomed. 

liim with the gteateft p.olitenefs_, who pre~ 
fented him with his letters of recommenda­
tion; which after the phyfician-had perufed,. 

· be thus. accof1ed· him : Si,r, the letter of 

my learned friend· has fully i~fhuB:ed me in. 
the particulars 0f y.our cafe; it is indeed. a. 

difficult one, hut I think you have no reafon, 

to defpair of a perfect recovery. If, added, 

he, you choofe to put yourfelf under 1ny 

care, I will employ all the fecr.ets of m.y art 
for your affiflance; but one condition is 

abfolutely indifpenfabie; you. mufl. fend. 

away all your fervants,.and folemnly eng~ge 
to follow my prefcriptions for at leaft a 

month : w.ithout this compliance I would 
not undertake the cur.e even.of a monarcho. 
DoB:or} a.nf we red the gentleman, what.I have 

foen of your profeffion, does-not, I confefs.,: 

much prejudice me in their favour, and I: 
fl10Lild 
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fhould hefitate to agree to fuch a propofal 

from any other individual. Do as you like,. 

fir, anfwered tbe phyfician; the employing 

me or not, is entirely voluntary on your 

part. But as I am ~bove the common 

m·ercenary views of gain, I never flake the 

reputation of fo noble an art, without a 

rational prof pea of fu ,ccefs. And what 

fuccefs can I hope· for in fo obfrinate a. dif­

orde-r, un]efs the patient will' confent to,a.f:air 

experiment of what I can effea ? Indeed~ 

replied the gentl~man, what you fay fa fo 

candid, and, your wh01e beha¥iour fo much 

interefls me in your favour., that I will-im­

mediately give you-proofs of tbe moft un­

bounded confidence. . He then fent for. 

his fervan,ts, and· ordered them to return 

home, and not to Gome near him till a whole 

month was elapfed. When they were gone, 

the phyGcian afked him how he fupported 

the journey. \iVh y really, anf weredhe., mur,h 

better than I c;:ou.ld ha¥e expeEled.. But I 

£eel my felf u.nufuaJ 1 y hungfy; and.thentf:ore, 

wit~ your permiflion, fhall, beg to have the 

hour 
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hour of fupper a little hafiened. Moft· 
willingly, an fwered the doaor; at eight 
o'clock every thing fhall be ready for your· 
entertainment. In the mean time you will 
permit me to vifit my patients. 

\Vhile the phyfician was abfent, the gen­
t1eman was pleafing his imagination with 
the thoughts of the excellent fupper he 
fhoul<l make. Doubtlefs, faid he to him­
felf, if Sjgnor Ramozini treats the poor in 
fuch an hofpitable manner, he will ii)are 
nothing for the entertainment of a man of 
my importance. I have heard there are 
delicious trouts and ortolans in this part of 
Italy. I make no doubt but the doRor 
keeps an exellent cock; and I D1all have 
no reafon to repent the difmiilion of my fcr­
vants, With thefe ideas he kept himfel f 
fome time amufed; at length his appetite 
growing keeneF and keener every infl:ant ,. 
from fa fl: ing longer than. o,rdin ary, he loft 
all patience, and, calling one of the fervan.t s 
of the houfe, inquired fo r fom e littl e ni ce 
thing to flay his flo mach ti!! the hour of 

J fupp er. 
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fupper. Sir, faid the fervant, I would gladly 

oblige you, but it is as much as my place is 

·worth: my mafl:er is the beft and moft 

generous of men; but fo great is his atten­

tion to his houfe-patients that he will not 

fuffer one of them to eat unlefs in his pre- . 

fence. However, fir, have patience; in 

two hours more the fupper will be ready, 

and then you m.1y indemnify yourfelf for all. 

Thus was the gentleman compelled lo pafs 

two hours more without food, a degree of 

abftinence he ha? not practifed for almoft 

twenty years. He complained bitterly of 

the flownefs of time, and was continually 

inquiring what was the hour; at length the 

doEtor returned punclual to his time, and 

ordered the fupper to be brought in. Ac­

cordingly fix difhes were fet upon the table 

with great folemnity, all under cover, and 

the gentleman flattered himfelf he fl1ould 

now be rewarded for his long abfiinence. 

As they were fitting <lo,-\-'ll to table, the 

learned Ramozini thus accofied his guefl: 

Before you give a loofe , to your appetite, 

fir, 
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fir, I mufl acquaint you, that, as the mott 
effe8ual method of fubduing this obfl:inate 
difeafe, all your food and drink will be mixed 
up with fuch medicinal fubflances as your 
cafe requires. They will not be indeed 
difcoverable by any of your fenfes; but as 
their effe8s are equally {hong and certain, 
I mufr recommend to you to eat with mode­
ration. Having faid this, he ordered the 
dillies- to-be uncovered, which, to tbe ex­
treme afloni(hment of the gentleman, con­
tained nothing bu.t olives~ dried figs, dates, 
fome roafled apples, a few boiled eggs, and 
a piece of hard cheefe. HeaNen and earth, 
cried the gentleman,. lofi.ng. all patience a·t 
this rno-r.ti·fying fpe8acle, is this tbe enter- ' 
tainment you have prepared for me, with 
fo many fpeeches and prefaces? Do you 
imagine tha.t a perfon of my fortune can 
fup on foch contemptible fare as would 
hardly f~tisfy the wretched peafants whom I 
faw at dinner in your hall? Have patience, 
my dear fir, replied the phyfician; it is the 
extreme anxiety I have for your welfare that 

compels 
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compels me to treat you with this apparent 

incivility. Your blood is all in a ferment 

with the violent exercife you have under­

gone; and were I rafhly to indulge yO\,H 

craving appetites, a fever or pleurify might 

be the confequence. But to-morrow I 

hGpe you will be cooler, and then you may 

live in a ftile more adapted to your quality. 

The gentleman began to comfort himfelf -with this refleB.ion, and, as there was no 

help, he at 1afi: determined to wa.it with pa­

tience another night. He accordingly tafl:ed 

a few of the dates antl olives, eat a piece of 

cheefe with a flice of excellent bread, and 

found himfelf more refrefhed than he could 

have imagined was poffible, from fuch an 

homely meal. When he had nearly fopped·_ 

he wanted fomethi1Jg to drink, and, obferv­

iog nothing but water upon the table, 

defired one of the fervants to bring him a: 

little wine. ~ ot as you value the life of this 

illuftrious gentleman, cried out the phyfi­

cian. Sir, added he, turning to his guefb.,. 

it is with inexpreffible reluB.ance that l 
conr-
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cohtradiE1: you, but wine would ?e at pre­
fent a mortal poifon; therefore, pleafe to 
content yourfelf, for one Bight only, with a 
g1a fs of this mo!l exceilen t and refrefhing 
mineral water. The gentleman was again 
compelled to fubmit, and drank th·e water 
with a variety of firange grimaces. After 
tbe cloth was removed, Sjgnor Rarnozini 
entertained the gentleman with forne agree­
able and improving converfation, for about 
an hour, and then propofed to his patient 
that he !hould retire to refl. This propofal 
the gentleman gladly accepted, as he found 
himfelf fa!_igued with his journey, and un­
ufually difpofed to fleep. The do"Elor then 
retired, and ordered one of his fervants to 
Jhew the gentleman to his cha;nber. He 
was accordingly conduE1:ed into a neigh­
bouring room, where there was little to be 
feen, but a homely bed, without furniture, 
with nothing to fleep upon but a matrafs 
almoft as hard as the floor. At this the 

' 
gentleman burfi into a violent paffion again! 
Villain> faid he to the fervant., it is impoffi­

ble 
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ble your rnafier fhou ld dare to confine me 

to fuch a wretched dog-hole! {hew me into 

another room immediately! Sir, anfwered 

the fervant with profound humility, I am 

heartily forry the chamber does not plea fe 

. you ; but I am morally certain I have not 

miflaken my m1ller's order, and I have too 

great a ref pea for you to think of difobcy­

ing hirn in a point, which concerns your 

precious life. Saying this he went out of 

the room, and, !hutting the door on the out­

fide, left the gentleman to his meditations. 

They were not very agreeable at firft; how­

ever, as he faw no remedy., he undreffed 

himfelf and entered the wretched bed, where 

be prefently fell aDeep while he was medi­

tating revenge upon the do8:or and his 

whole family. 

The gentleman f1ept fo foundly that he 

did not awake till morning, and then the 

phyfician came into his room, and with 

the greateft tendernefs and civility inquired 

after his health. I-ie had indeed fallen a­

fleep in very ill humour, but his night's refl 

bad 
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had much cornpofed his mind, and the 
effect of this was increafed by the extreme· 
politenefs of the doaor; fo that he anfwered 
with tol erable temper, only making bitter 
complaints of the ho.in el inefs of his accom­
modation. My deareft fir, anfwered the 
phyfician, did I not make a previous agree­
ment with you, that you fhould fubmit to 
my management? Can you imagine that 
I have any other end in view than the im­
provement of your hea lth ? It is not poffi­
ble that you D1ould in every thing perceive 
the reafons of my condua, which is founded 
upon the mofi accurate theory and experi­
ence. Flowever, in this cafe, I rnuft in­
form you that I have found out the art of 
making my very beds medicinal; and this. 
you mufi confefs, from the excellent night 
you have paffed. I can.not impart the fame 
falutary virtues to down or filk, and there­
fore, though very much againft my indi­
nations, I have been compelled. to lodg-~ 
you in this homely manner. But now, if 
you pleafe, it is time to. rife. Ramozini 

then 
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then rang for bis fervants, and the gentle­
man fuffered himfelf to be drcffed. At 
breakfa{l the gentleman expected tu fare a 
little better; but bis relentlefs guardian 
would fuffer him to tafte nothing but a Diec 
of bread and a porringer of water gruel, 
a.ll which he defended, very little to his 
.guefl's fatisfaRion, upon the mofl: unerring 
principles of medical fcience. 

After breakfaO: bad been fometime finifh­
ed, do&or Ramo·zini told his patie nt it was 
time to begin the great work of refioring 
him to the uie of his 1 im bs. He accord­
ingly had him carried into a little room, 
where }1e defired the gentleman to attempt 
to ftand. That is impoffible, anfwercd the 
patient, for I have not been able to u[e a 
leg thefe three years. Prop yourfelf, then, 
upon your crutches, and lean again!t the 
wall to fupport yourfelf, anfwered the phy­
fician; the gentlema n did fo, and the doc­
to-r went abruptly out, and locked the do.or 
after him. He had not been long in this 
fituation, before be felt the floor of the 

chamber, 
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chamber, which he had not before perceiv­

ed, to be compofed of plates of iron, grow 

immoderately hot under his feet. He called_ 

the doS:or and his ferva nts, but to no pur­

pofe; he then began to utter loud vocifera- , 

tions and menaces, but all was equally in­

effeElual; he raved, he fwore, he promifed, 

he in treated, but no body came to his affifl:­

ance, and the heat grew more intenfe every 

inflant. At length neceffity compelled him 

to hop upon one leg in order to refi the 

other, and this he did v,1 ith greater agility 

than he could conceive was poffible; pre­

fently the other leg began to burn, and then 

he hopped again upon the otber. Tbus be 

went on hopping about, with this involun­

tary exercife, till he had ftretched every 

finew and mufcle more than he had done 

for feveral years before, and thrown himfelf 

into a profufe perfpiration. "\Vben the 

doctor was fatisfied with the exertions of 

his patient~ he fent into the room an eafy 

chair for him to refl upon, and fuffercd the 

floor to cool as gradually as it bad been 

heate<i. 
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heated. Then it was th at the fick rnc1n for 
the firfl time began to be fenfible of the 
real ufe and pleafure of repofe; he had 
earned it by fatigue, without which it can 
never prove either falutary or agreeable . 
.f .... t dinner, the dottor appeared aga-in to bis 
patie11t, and made him a tb~ufand apologi es 
for the liberties he had taken with his per­
fon; tbefe excufes he received with a kind 
of fullen civility; however his anger was a 
little mitigated by tl~e frnell of a roafied 
pullet, wfoich was brought to table and fet 
before .him. He now, from exercife and 
a bfl:i nence, began to find a reli il1 in his vic­
tuals w hie h he bad never done before, and 
the doaor permitt_ed hin1 to mingle a 1ittl-e 
wine with his water. Thefe compliances bow­
everwere fo extrstmely irkfome to his temper, 
that the month feemed to pafs away as flowly 
as a year. \Vhen it was expired, and his fer~ 
van ts came to a{k his orders, he infl:antl y 
threw himfelf into his carriage without 
taking leave either of the doB:or or his fa­
mily. When he came to !e'fleEt upo'n the 

treatment 
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treatment he had received, his forced ex­

ercifes, bis involuntary abfiinence, and all 

the other' mortifications he had undergone., 

he could not conceive but it mufl: be a plot 

of the phyfician l1e ha<l left behind, and, full 

of rage and indignation, drove directly to 

his houfe in order to reproach him with it. 

The phyfician happened to be at hc;m1e, but 

fcarcely knew his patient again, though after 

fo il1ort an abfence. - He had !hrunk to half 

his former bulk, his look and colour were 

mended, and he had entirely thrown away 

his crutches. "\Vhen he had given vent to 

all that his anger coukl fuggefl:, the phyfician 

coolly anfwered irr the following manner : 

I know not, fir, what right you have to 

make me thefe reproaches, fince it was not 

by my perfuafion that you put yourfelf UH­

der the care of doRor Rarnozini. Yes, fir, 

but you gave me an high chara8er of his 

{kill and integrity. Has he then decei ved 

you in either, or do you find yourfelf worfe -

than when you put yourfelf under his care ? 

I cannot fay that, anfwered the gentleman" 

I amJ 
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I am, to be fure, furprizing'1y improved in 
my digellion; I fleep better than ever I did 

before; I eat with an appetite; and I can 
walk, almoft as well as ever I could in my 
life. And do you feriouDy come, faid the 

phyfician, to complain of a man that has 
effe8:ed all thefe miracles for you· in fo 

fhort a time; and, unle[s you are now want­

ing to yourfelf, has· given you a degree of 

life and health which you had not th,e 
fmallefl reafon to expeEt? Tbe gentleman, 

who had not fufficiently confidered all thefe 
advantages, began to look a little confufed, -

and the phyfician thus went on: All tha. you 

have to complain of is, that yqu have been 

j n-voluntaril y your own dupe, and cheated in-
to heal-th and ha.ppinefs. You went to do8:or 

Ramozini, and faw a parcel of miferable 
wretches comfortably at dinner. That great 

and worthy man is the father of all about 

him: he knows that moft of the difeafes of 

the poor originate in their want of food 
and neceffaries; and-therefore benevolently 

affifts them with better diet ,and cloathing. 
r 

Vot. II. C The 
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The rich, on the contrary, are generally the 

vi8ims of their own floth and intempe­

rance; and therefore he finds it neceffary 

to ufe a c-ontrary ·niethod of cure, exercife, 

·abfiinen ce, and mortification.. You, fir_. 

have been indeed ·treated like a child, 

-but it has been for your o,vn advan­

tage. Neither your bed, nor meat, nor 

<lrink, has ever been medicated; all the 

--wonderful change that has been produced, 

has been by giving you better habits, and 

rouzing the ilumbering powers of your 
own· -conflitution. As to deception, you 

have none to complain of, except what 
proceeded from your own fooli{h imagina­

tion; which perfuaded you that a phyfician 
was to regulate ~his conduct by the folly 

·and intemperance of bis patient. As to all 

the refi, he on1y p-romifed to exert all the 

fccrets of hi s art for your cure; and this, I 

am wi1nefs, he has done fo efteaua1ly, that 

were you to reward him with haJ-f your 

fortune, it would hardly be too much for 

his defer.ts. 
The 
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The gentleman, who did not want either 

fenfe or generofity, could not help feeling 

the force of what )Vas faid. He therefore 

made an handfome apology for his beha­

viour~ and infl:antly difpatched a ferv ant to 

DoB:or Ramozini, with a hanclfome pre!ent> 

and a letter expreffing the highefl gratitude . 

And [o much fatisfaB:ion did he find in the 

amendment of his health and fpirits, that he 

never again relapfed into his former habits 

of intemperance, but, by confiant exercife 

and uniform moderation, continued free 

from any confiderable <lifeafe to a very 

cmnfortable old age. 

Indeed, faid Tommy> this is a very <li­
vening, comical ftory, and I iliould like 

very much to tell it to the gouty gentlemen 

that come to our houfe . That, anfwered 

Mr. Barlow, wou td , be highly improper, · 

un'lefs you were particularly deGred. Thofe 

gentlemen cannot be ignorant that fuch un­

bounded indulgence of their appetites can 

only tend to increafe the difeafe, and there~ 

fore -you could ,teach then~ nothing new 

C 2 upoa 
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upon the fubjea. But it would appear highly 
improper in fuch a little boy as you, to take 
upon him to inftrua others, while he all the 
time wants fo much infiru8.ion himfelf. 
Thus, continued Mr. Barlow, you fee by this 
fiory, which is applicable to half the rich in 
rnofl: countries, t ha t intemperance and excefs 
are full as dangerous as want and hardil1ip. 
As to the Laplanders, whom you were in 
fo much pain abo ut, they are fame of the 
healthicfi peop le which the world produces: 
They generally live to an extreme old age, 
free from all the common difeafes which we 
are acqua,inted with, and fubj eB: to no other 
inconveniency than blindnefs, which is fup. 
pGfed to a rife from the continual p~·ofpetl: of 
[now, and the confiant fmoke with which 
they are fnrrounded in their buts. 

Some few days after this converfation, 
wl en the fnow was a good deal worn away, 
though the froft and cold continued, the 
tvv·o littie boys went out to take a walk. 
I nfenfibly they wandered fo far that they 
fcarcely knew their way, and therefore re-

fol ved 
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fo1ved to return as fpeedtly as poffible. 

But, unfortunately, _ in palling through a 

wood, they entirely miffed the track and 

loft themfelves. To add to their difhefs, the 

wind bega n to b1ow mofl bitterly from the 

north, and a violent fhower of fnow coming 

on, obliged them to feek the thickefl fhelter 

they could find. There happen ed fortu­

nately to be near an aged oak, whofe infide 

gradually decaying was worn away by time, 

and afforded an ample opening to fl1elter 

them from the florm. Into this the two 

little · boys crept fafe, and endeavoured to 

keep each other warm, while a violent fhower 

of fnow and fleet fell all around, and gradu­

aHy covered the earth. Tommy, who had 

been little ufed to hardfhip, bore it for fome 

time with fortitude, and without utt~ring'a 

complaint. At length hunger and fear took 

entire poffeffion of his foul, and turning to 

Harry with watery eyes and a mournful 

voice, he afke<l- him what Lhey fl1ou ld do .. 

Do, faid Harry, we mufi wait here, I tbinkJ) 

till the weather clears up a little, and then 

we will endeavour to find the way home. 

C .3 TOMMY .. 
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TOMMY. 

But what if the weather il1ould not clear 
np at all ? 

HARR y. 

In that cafe ,ve mufl either endeavour· to 

find our way '-through the fnow, or flay 
here, where v:e are fo conveniently fhel ... 
tered. 

TOMMY. 

But oh ! what a dreadful thing it is to be 
here all alone in this dreary wood! And 

; 

then I am fo hungry, and fo cold: oh ! 
that \Ve had but a little fire to warm us! 

HARR y. 

I have heard that fhipwrecked perfons, . 
when they ba vc been cafi away upon a Je­
fer.t coafr, have made a fire to warm them­
felves by rubbing two pieces of wood to • 
gether till tbey caught fire; or, here is a bet­
ter thing, I have a large knife in my pock et, 
and if I could but find a piece of flint, I 
could eauly firike fire with the back of it. 

Harry then fearched about,and with fome 

little difficulty found a couple of flints, as 
the 
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the ground was nearly hidden with fnow. 

I-Ie then took the flints, and {hiking one 

upon the other vvith all his force, he {hi\·ercd 

them into feveral pieces; out of thefe he 

chofe the thinnefl and {haroef1, and told 
• 

Tommy ·with a fmi1c, that he believed that 

would do. He then took the flint, and 

fhihng it feveral times againft the. hack of 

bis knife, produced fevert1l fparks of Gre. 

This, faiJ Harry, will be fufficient to light a 

. fire, if we can but find fomething of a fufli­

-eient combufiible nature to kindle from 

thefe fparks. He then collected all the 

driefl: 1eaves he could find, with little de. 

cayed-pieces of wood.J and piling them into 

an heap, endeavoured to kind le a blaze by 

the fparks which he continually ftruck from 

bis knife and ~he flin·t. But it was in vain; 

t,he leaves 'Nere not of a fufficiently combuf­

tible nature, and while he wearied himfelf 

in vain, they were not at all the 1-:nore ad­

vanced. Torn my> who beheld the ill fuccefs 

of his friend, began to be more and more 

terrified> and in defpair afl{ed Harry again 

C 4 w.ha.~ 
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what they fhou]d do. Harry anfwered, that, 
as they had failed in their attempt to warm 
themfelves, the beft thing they could do, 
was to endeavour to find thei~- way home, 
more efpecially as the fn ow had now ceafecJ, 
and the fky was become much clearer. 

· This Tommy confented to, and with infi­
nite difficulty they began their march; 
for, as the fnow had completely covered 
every track, and tl~e day-light began to fail, 
tbey wandered at random through a va!l and 

· pathlefs wood. At every !lep which Tom~ 
my took, he funk alrnoft to his knees in 
fnow, the wind was bleak and cold, and it 
,vas with infinite difficulty that Harry could 
prevail upon him to continue his journey. 
At length, however, as they thus purfued 
their way, with infinite toil, they came to 
fome lighted embers, which either fame 
Jabourers. or fame wandering paHengcrs, 
had lately quitted, and which were yet un­
extinguifhed. See, faid Harry, with joy, 
fee what a lucky chance is this! Here js a 
.fire ready lighted for us, which needs only 

the 
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the affiftance of a little wood to make it 

burn. Harry then again colleBed all the 

dry pieces he could find, and piled them 

upon the embers, which jn a few moments 

began to blaze, and diffufed a cbearful 

warmth. Tommy then began to warm and 

chafe his almoft frozen limbs over tbe fire 

with infinite del i-ght ; at length be could not 

help obferving to Harry, that ee never 

could have believed that a.few dried fticks 

could have been of fo much confequence to 

him. Ah! anfwered Harry, Mafler Tom­

my, you have been brought up in fucb a 

manner that you never kn ew what it was to 

want any thing. But that is not the cafc 

with thoufands and n1il1ions c1f people. I 

have ~een hundreds of poor children tbat 

have neither bread to eat, fire to warm, nor 

clothes to cover them. Only tbink, thent 

what a di fagreeable fi tuation th ey muf(be 

in : yet they ate fo accuflomed to bard011p7 

that they do not cry in a twelvemonth a,5 

much as you have done withiD this quarter 

.of an hour. 
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vVhy, anfwered Tommy, a tittle difcon. 
certed at the obfervation of his crying, it 
cannot be expe8:ed that gentlemen fhould 
be able to bear all thefe inconveniences as 
well as the poor. ,vhynot? anfwered Harry: 
ls not a gentleman as much a man as the 
poor can be? And, if he is a man) fl1ould 
he not actuftom himfelf to fupport every 
th ing that his fellow-creatures do? 

ToM'MY. 
That is verv true-But he v\'ill have a1l - , 

the conveniences of life provided for him, 
viElua1s to eat, a good warm bed,· and fire 
to warm him. 

HARRY. 

But 11e 1s not fure of having all thc[e 
thi ngs as long c1s he lives.-Befides} I have 
often obferved the gentlemen and ladies in 
our neighbourhood, riding about in coaches, 
and co\'ered from head to foot, y~t fhaking 
with the lea fl: breath of air as if they all had 
agues; whi le the children of _ the poor run 
about bare-footed upon the ice, and divert 
them rel vcs with making fnow-l>alls. 

3 Tol\nrY. 
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TOMMY. 

That is indeed true, for I have feen my 

mother's vifitors fitting o er the warmeil: 

fire that could be made, and complaining 

of cold, while the labourers out of doors 

were flripped to their fh irts to work, and 

never minded it in the leaft. 

HARRY. 

Then I fhould think that · exercjfe, by 

,vhich a perfon can warm himfel f when he 

pleafes, is infinitely a better thing than all 

thcfe conveniences you fpeak of; becaufe) 

after ail> they will not hinder a perfon from 

being cold, but exercile will warm him in 

an inftant. 
ToM::\1Y. 

BL1t then it is not proper for gentlemen 

to do the fame kind of work with the com .. 

mon people. 
HARRY. 

But is it not proper for a gentleman to 

have his body flout and hardy? 

TOMMY. 

To be f ure it is. 
C6 HARRY., 
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HARRY. 

vVhy then he mufl fometimes labour 
and ufe his limhs, or elfe he will never be 
able to do it. 

TOMMY. 

What, cannot a perfon be {hong with­
out working? 

HARRY. 

You can judge for yourfelf. You very 
often have fine young gentlemen at you-r 
father's houfc, and are any of them as {hong 
as the fons of the farmers in the neighbour­
hood, that are always ufed to handle an 
hoe., a fpade, a fork., and other tools? 

TOMMY. 

Indeed, I believe that is true, for I think 
I am become firo·nger myfelf., fince I hav'e 
leai:ned to divert myfelf in Mr. Barlow's 
garden . . 

As they were conver.Gng in this man­
ner, a little boy came finging along, with 
a bundle of !licks at his back, and as 
foon as Harry faw him he recolle8ed him, 

and 
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and cried out, As I am alive here is Jacky 

Smithers, the little ragged boy that you 

gave the clothes to in the fummer; he 

1 i ves, I dare fay, in the neighbourhood, 

and either he, or bis father, will now fhew 

you the way home. Harry then [poke 

to the boy, and aiked him if he could 

{hew them the way out of the wood. 

Yes furely I can, anfwered the boy, but 

. I never fhould have thought of feeing 

mafler Merton out fo late, in fuch a tem­

pefluous night as this. But>- if you will 

come with me to my father's cottage, you 

may warm yourfelf at our fire, and fathef 

will run to Mr. Barlow to let him know 

you are fafe. Tommy accepted the offer 

with joy, and the little boy led them out 

of the wood, and in a few minutes they 

came to a fmall cottage which ftood by 

the fide of the road. VVben they ep.tered) 

they faw -a middle aged woman bufy in 

f p1nning, the el deft girl was cooking fome 

broth over the fire, the father was fitting 

in the chimney corner.a and reading a book, 

while 
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while three or four ragged children were· 
tumbling upon the floor, and-creeping be­
tween their fathet's legs. Daddy, fays the 
little boy, as he came in, here is mafier 
l\,1 erton, tbat was fo good to us all in the 
furnmer. He has tofi. his way in the.~ 
wood, and is alrnoL1 perifhed in the fnow. 
The man upon this arofe, and with much 
civility defired the two little boys to feat 
themfelves by the-£re, while the good wo­
man ran to fetch het largefi faggot, ,,vhich 
fhe threw upon tbe fire, and created a 
chearful blaze in an inflant. There, my 
dear 1. ttle mailer, faid {he, you may at 
leafl refrefh yo ,rfelf a l1ttle by our fire, and 
1 wi fh I had any tL i ng to c,ffer you that 
you could eat. But I am afrdid you 
would never be able to bear fuch coarfe 
brown bread as we poor folks are obliged 
to eat. Indeed, faid Tommy, my good 
mother, I have faficd fo lon g and ~:TI fo 
hungry, that I think I could eat any thing. 
\Ve 11 then, an f were d t be woman} here is · 

little bit of gammon· of baconi whic;h I 
will 
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wi11 broil for you upon the embers, and if 
you can make a fupper you are heartily 

welcome. 

· \Vhile the good _ woman was thus pre-

- paring fupper, the man had clofed his book 

and placed it \Vith gteat refpe El upon a fhelf; 

which gave Tommy the curiofi ty to afk him 

\vhat he was reacting about. Mafler, an­

fwered the man, I a rn reading the book 

which tea-ches me my duty towards man, 

and my obligations to God; I was reading 

the Gofpe1 of Jefus Ch rift, when you came 

. rn, and teachi_ng i.t to my childrer-L 

ToM i\J Y. 

Indeed I have heard of that good· book? 

Mr. Barlow has often read part of it to me, 

and prornifed I {hould read it myfclf. That· 

is the book they read at church; I have 

often heard fv1 r. Barlow read it to the peo­

ple; and he ahvays reads it fo well and fo 

affe8ingly, that every body hf-lens> and-you 

may hear even a pin drop upon the pave­

ment. 
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TFiEMAN. 

Yes, mafler, lv1r. Barlow is a worthy fer­
vant and follower of J efus Chrifi himfelf. 
He is the friend of all the poor in the ne_igh­
bourhood. He gives us food and medi­
cines wben we are ill; he employs us when 
we can find no work. But what we are 

even more obliged to him for, than .the giv­
ing us food and raiment, and life itfelf; be 
infiru8s us in our duty, makes us afhamed 
of our faults, and teaches us how we may 

~ 

be happy not only here, but in another 
world. I was once an idle, abandoned 
man myfelf, given up to f wearing and 
drinking, negle8ing my family, and taking 
no thought Jor my poor ,,vife and children. 
But fince Mr. Barlow has taught me better 
thing£, and made me acquainted with this 
bleffed book, my ljfe and manners, I hope, 

I 

are much amended, and I do my duty _bet- ' 
ter to my poor fam ii y. That indeed you 
do, Robin, anfwered the woman; ,there 1.s. 
n6t now a better and kinder hu!band in the 
~vorld: you have not wafted an idle penny 

or 

II. 
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or a moment's time, thefe two y~ars; and 

without that unfortunate fev~r, which pre-

. vented you from working laft harvefi, we 

fhould have the greatefl: reafon to be all 

contented. Have we not the greatefl: rea­

fon now, anfwered the man, to be not only 

contented, but thankful, for all the bleffings 

we enjoy? It is true, that I and feveral of 

the children, were ill this year for many 

weeks; but did we not all efcape, through 

the bleffing of God, and the care of good 

l\tir. Barlow, and this wort.by Mailer Sand­

ford> who brought us vi8uals fo many days, 

with his own hands, when we otherwife 

foould perhaps have fiarved? Have I not 

had very good employment ever fince, and 

do I not now earn fix fl1illings a week, 

which is a very comfortable thing, when 

many poor wretches as good as I, are fl:arv­

ing becaufe they cannot find employment? 

Six £billings a week! fix fhillings a week! 

anf wered Tommy_ in amazement; and is , 

that all you and your wife and children 

have to live on for a whole week ? 
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THE MAN, 

Not all, mafrer; my wife fornetimes earrnJ­
a fl1illing or eighteen-pence a week by fpin­
ning; and our eldeft daughter begins to do 

. fometbing that way, but not much. 
ToMMY. 

That makes [even {hillings and fixpenee 
a week. \\ by,. l bave kno\vn my mother 
give more than that, to go to a place where 
out1andiil1 people fing. I have fcen her 
and other ladies give a nian a guinea for 
drcffing their _hair. And I knew a little 
rnifs, who[e father giv.es half a guinea a 
time to a litt le Frenchman, that teaches her 
to jump and caper about the room.· 

l\1after, replied the man finiling, thefe 
are great gentlefolks that you are talk1ng 
about; they are very ... r ich , and have a right 
to do what they pleafe with their own. It 
is the duty of us poor foll' LO labour hard, 
take what we can get., and thank the great 
and wife God, that our condition is no 
worfe. 

TOMMY. 
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To:vIMY. 

\Vhat, and is it poffib]e tbat you can thank 

God for living in fuch a houfe as this) and 

tarning [even fhillings and fixpence a week? 

1~.HE MAN. 

To be fure I can, maCT:er. Is it not an a8: 

of his goodnefs, that we have cloaths and a 

warm houfe _ tb fbelter us, and wholef9me 

food to eat? It was but yeflerday that two 

poor men came by, who had been cafl away 

in a ftorm, and loft their fl1 ip and all they 

had. One of thefe poor men had fcarcely 

any cloaths to cover him) and was ihaking 

all over with a violent ague, and the other 

had his toes almofi mortified by walking 

bare-footed in the fnow. Am 1 not a Q:rtat 
u 

deal better off than thefe poor men, and 

perhaps than a thoufand others, who arc 

at tbis· time toft about upon the_ waves) or 

ca;fl .away; _or wandering about the world, 

without a (hed to cover them from the wea­

l her, or imp r i fo n e d for debt ? Nl'i g ht I not 

have gone on in committing bad actions, 

like many other unhappy ~e't:1) till l had 
been 
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been guilty of fame notorious crime, which 
might have brought me to a fhamefol end? 
And ought I not to be grateful for all thefe 
bleffings which I p-offefs without deferving 
them? 

Tommy, who had h_itherto enjoyed all 
the good things of this life, without re­
fle8ing from whom he had received them, 
was very much firuck with the piety of this 
honeft and contented man; but as he was 
going to anfwer, the good woman, who had 
laid a clean though coarfe cloth upon her 
table, and take1 up her favoury fupper in 
an earthen plate, invited them to fit down; 
an invitation which both the boys obeyed 
with the greateft pleafure, as they had eaten 
nothing fince the morning. In the mean 
time the honefl: man of the houfe had taken 

-bjs hat, and walked to Mr. Barlow's to in 4 

form him that his two pupils were fafe. in 
the neighbourhood. ]\1r. Barlow had long 
fuffered the greatefl uneafin e fs at their ab­
fence, and, not contented with fending after 
them on every fide, was at that very time 

bufy 

' 
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bufy in the purfuit; fo that the man met 

him about half way from his own houfe. 

As foon as Mr. Barlow heard the good 

news, he determined to return with the 

man, and reached his houfe juft as Tom­

my ivlerton had fini01ed one of the heartiefl: 

meals he had ever made. The little boys 

rofe up to meet Mr. Barlow, and thanked 

him for his kindnefs, and the pains he had 

taken to 1ook after them, cxprdung their 

concern for the accident w1, ich had hap­

pened, and the uneaG.nefs "'' h ich, without 
defigning it, they had occafioned : but he, 

with the gr atf'ft good-nature, advifed the1n 

to be more cautious for the future, and not 

to extend their walks fo far; then thanking 

the worthy peopJe of the houfe, he offered 

' to condutl them ; and they a 11 three fet 

out together, in a very cold, but fine and 

fl:ar -light evening. As they went J1orne, he 

renewed his caution, .1nd told them the 

dangers they had incurred. Many people, 

faid he, in your ficuation, have been fur­

prized by an unexpeGed fiorm, and lofing 
their 
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their way have peri fhed with cold. Some-­
times· both me n and beafis, not being able 
to difcern their accufiomed track, have 
fallen into deep pits filled up and covered 
with the fnow, where they have been found 
buried feveral feet deep and frozen to 
death. And is it impoffible, faid Tommy, 
in fuch a cafe to efcape? In general it is, 
faid Ivlr. Barlow, but there have been fome 
extraordinary infiances of perfons who have 
lived feveral days in that condition, and 
yet been taken out alive; to-morrow you 
fl1all read a remarkable fiory to that pur .. 
pofe. 

As they were thus walking on, Tommy 
looked up at the fky, where all the !tars 
g1immered with unufual brightnefs, and 
faid, What an innumerable quantity of 
ftars is here! I think I never obferved fo 
many before in all my life! Innumerable 
as they appear to you, faid Mr. Barlow, 
there are perfons that have not only counted 
all you now fee, but thoufands more which . 
are at prefent invifible to your eye. How 

can 
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can that be, anfwered Tommy, for there is 
neither beginning nor end? They are fcat­
tered fo confufedly about the {ky, that I 
fhould think it as impoffible to number 
them as the flakes of foow that fell to-day, 
while we were in the ,vood. At this Mr. 
Barlow fmiled, and faid, that he believed 
I--Iarry could give him a different account, 
although perhaps he could not number them 
~ll. Harry, faid he, cannot you ihew 
your companion fame of the conflellations? 
Yes, anf wered Harry, I believe I remem­
ber fome, that you have been fo good to 
teach me. But ·pray, fir, faid Tommy; 
what is a confiellation? Thofe, anfwered 
Mr. Barlow, that firfi began to obferve ·tbe 

·heave~1s, as you~ do now, have obferved 
certain fiars, remarkable either for their 
brightnefs or pofition. To thefe they have 
given a particular name, that they might 
the mor: enfily know them again., and 
difcourfe of them to others; aoo thefe 
particular cluflers of fiar . .s thus joined toge­
ther and named., they call , confiellationso-

But 
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But come, Harry, you are a .little farmer, 
and can certainly~point out to us Charles's 
wain. Harry then looked up to the fky, 
and pointed out feve_n very bright fiars to­
wards the north. You are right, faid .1Vlr. 
Barlow; four of thefe fiars have put the 
common people in mind of the four w11eels 
of a waggon, and the three others of the 
borfes; therefore, they have called them 
by this name. Now, Tommy, look well at 
thefe, and fee if you can find any feven 
fiars in the whole fl<.y, that refemble them 
in their pofition. 

TOMMY. 

Indeed, fir, I do not think I can. 
Mr. BARLOW. 

Do you not think, then, that you can find ., 
them again? 

TOMMY. 

I will try, fir,-Now, I will take my eye 
off, and look another way. - I protefi I can-· 
not find them again.-Ob ! I believe there 
they are-Pray, fir, (pointing with hi s fin-• 
ger,) is not that Charles's wain? 

Mr. 
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.rvrr. BARLow. 

You are right, and by remembering thefe 
fiars, · you may very eafily obferve thofe 
which are next to them, and learn their 
names too; till you are acquainted with 
the whole face of the heavens. 

TOMMY. " 

That is indeed very clever and very fur­
prizmg. I will !hew my mother Charles's 
wain, the firft time I go home: I dare fay . 
fhe has never obferved it. 

M~. BARLO\V. 

But look on the two ftars which compofe 
the hinder wheel of the waggon, and rai[e 
your eye up towards the top of tl1e {ky ; 
do you not fee a very bright fi:ar, that 
feems to be almofi, but not quite! in a line 
with the two others? 

TOMMY. ' . 

Yes, fir-I fee it plain. 
ivlr. BARLOW. 

That is called the pole-'ftar..; it never 
moves from its place, -and, by looking full · 
at it, you may always find the ,north. 

Vot, II. D To MMY. 
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TOMMY. 

T·hen, if I turn my face towards ,that frar» 
' I always look to -the north. 

M-r. BARLOW. 

You ar-e right . 
• TOMMY. 

Then I fuall .tu.rn my back to the f outh. 

Mr. BA~Low. 

You are right again ; and now cannot­

you find the eaft ~nd weft ·? 
ToMMY. 

Is not the eafi where the fun ri-fes? 
. M-r. BARLOW. 

Yes; but there is no fun to ditea yo\1. 

" now. -
ToMMX. 

Then, fir, I cannot find it out. · 

t✓.lr. BARLOW • 

. Do not you know, Harry ? 
HARRY. 

I believe, fi-r, that, if you turn your face 
to the north, the ea_ft will be on the right 

-hand, and the well on Lhe left. 
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Mr. BARLOW. 

PerfeR1y right. 
TOMMY. 

That is very clever indeed; fo then, by 
:knowing the pole-fiar, I can always find 
north., eaft, weft, and fouth. But you faid 
that the oole-fiar never moves; do the .1 • 

other ftars, then, move out of their places? 
Mr. BARLovv. 

That is a queflion you may learn to an-­
fw er yourfelf, by obferving the prefent ap­
pearance of the heavens; and then examin­
ing whether the ftars change their places at 
any future time. 

ToM:Mv. 
But, fir, I have thought that it would be 

a good contrivance, in order to remembelC 
their fituations, if I were to draw them up­
·on a bit of paper. 

Mr. BARLO\V. 

But how would you do that? 
TOMMY. 

I would make a mark upon the paper for 
/ every ft~r in Charles's wain, ,and I would 

D 2 place 
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place the marks jufl as I fee the flars placed 
in the :fky, and I would intreat you to write 
the names for me, and this I would do till 
I was acquainted with all the fiars in the 
heavens. 

Mr. BARLovv. 

T11at would be an excellent way ; . but 
you fee a paper is flat: is that the form of 

the fky? 
TOMMY. 

No, the {ky feems to rife from the earth 
on every fide like the dome of a great 

churcl1. 
Mr.BARLOW. 

Then if you were to have fume round 
body, I fhould think it would correfpond 
to the different parts of the fky, and you 

might place your fiars with more exaEtnefs. 
TOMMY. 

That is true indeed, fir; I wifl1 I had 

juft fuch a globe. 
Mr. BARLOW. 

Well, jufl fuch a globe I will endeavour 
to procure you. 

ToMMy/. 
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ToMMY. 

Sir, I am much obliged to you, indeed~ 
But what ufe is it of to know the fiars? 

Mr. BARLOW. 

Were there no other ufe, I {hould think 
there would be a very great pleafure in ob­
ferv ing fuch a number of glorious, gl i tlering 
bodies, as are now above us. "\Ve fome­

times run to fee a proceffion of coaches, or 
a few people in fine clothes firutting about: 
we admire a large room that is painted, 
and ornamented, and gilded; but what is 

there in all thefe things, to be compared 

with the fight of thefe luminous bodies 

that adorn every part of the fky ? 
TOMMY, 

That's true indeed. My lord Wimple's 

great room, that I have heard all the p~o­
ple admire fo much, is no more to be 

compared to it than the fhabbieft thing in 
the world. 

1\1 r. BAR Low. 

That is indeed true; but then; are fame, 
and thofe very important ufes,, to be derived 

D 3 from 
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from an acquaintance with lhe ftars. 

Harry, do you tell rnafier Merton the ftory 

of your being loft upon the great moor. 

HARRY. 

You mufi know, mafier Tommy, that I 

have an uncle lives about three miles off, 

acrofs the great moor, that we have fame­

times walke~ upon. Now my father, as I 

am in general pretty well acquained with 
the roads, very often fends me with mef .. 
fages to my uncle. One evening I came 

there fo late, that it was fcarcely poffible 
to get home again before it was quite 
dark: it was at that time in the month of 

October. My uncle wifhed me very 

much to flay at his houfe all night, but 

that was not proper for me to do, becaufe 

_ my father had ordered me to· come back. 

So I fet out as foon as I poffibly could; 

but juft as I had reached the heath, the 

evening grew extremely dark. 

TOMMY. 

And was not you frighted to find your­
felf all alone upon foch a dif mal place ? 

HARR Yo 
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l-IARR y. 

No; I knew the worft that could happen 

would be that I fhould flay there all night; 

and, as foon as ever the morning fhone, 

I lhould have fo-und 'my way home. But, 

however, by the time that I had reached 

the middle of the heath, there came on 

fuch a violent ternpeft of wind, blowing full 

in my face, accompanied with fuch a 

fhower, that I found it impoffible to conti-­

nue my way. So I quitted the track, which 

is never very eafy to find, and ran afide to 

an holly bufh that was growing at fome 

difiance, in order to feek a little !helter •. 

Here I lay, very conveniently, till the ftorm 

was almoft over; then I rofe and attempted 

to continue my -way, but unfortunately I 

miffed the track and lofl: myfelf. 

ToMMY. 

That was a very difmal thing indeed .. 

. HARRY. . 
' . 

I wandered about a great while, but fl:ill 

to no purpofe : I had not a fingle mark to 

D. 4 direB: 
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d:re8: me, bccaufe the common is fo ex-
enfive, and fo bare either of trees or houfes, 

that one may walk for miles and fee no­
thing but heath and furzes. Sometimes I 
tore my legs in fcrarnbling through great 
thickets of furze; now and then I plumped 
into a hole full of water, and fhould have 
been drowned if I had not learnt to f wim : 
Jo that at lafl:, I was going to give it up in 
defpair, when looking on one fide, I faw a 
light at a little difl:ance, which foemed to 
be a candle and lantern that fomebody was 
carrying acrofs the moor. 

To.rvlMY. 
Did not that give you very great com­

'fort ? 
You ilia11 hear, anfwered Harry fmjling. 

At fir.fl I was doubtful whether I {hould go 
t1p to it: but I confidere<l that it was not 
worth any body's pains to hurt a poor boy 
]jke me, and that no perfon who was out on 
any ill defign, would probably choofe to 
carry a light. So I determined boldly to 
go up to it and inquire the way. 
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To~rMY. 

And did the -perfon with the candle and 

lantern dirett you ? 
HARRY, 

I began walking up towards it; when, 

immediately, the light, which I had firft 

obferved on my right hand, moving flowly 

along by my fide, changed its dirctlion, 

and went direO:ly before me, with about 

the fame degree of fwiftnefs. I thought 

this very odd, but I fiill continued the 

ch1ce, and, jufi as I thought I had ap­

proached very near, I tumbled into ano .. 

ther pit, full of water. 

To~n-rY. 

That was unlucky indeed. 

HARR y. 

V.l ell, I fcrambled out, and very luckily 

on the · fame fide . with the light, which I 

began to fo!iow again, but \Vith as little 

fuccefs as ever. I had now wandered many 

n1iles about the common; I knew no 

more where I was, than if I had been fet 

down upon an unknown country: I had no 

D 5 hopes 
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hopes of finding · my way home, unlefs I 
could reach this wandering light; and, 
though I could not conceive that the per­
fon who carried it, could know of my be­
ing fo near, he feemed to· a8, as if he \Vas 
det~nnined to avoid me. However, I was 
refolved to make one attempt, and there­
fore I began to run as fafl: as I was able, 
hollowing out at the fame time to the per­
fon that I thought before me, to intreat 
him to flop • . 

TOMMY. 

And did he? 

HARRY. 

Inftead of that, the light which had be­
fore been moving along a flow and eaf y 
pace., now beg~n to dance along before me, 
ten times fafier - than before : fo that, in­
ftead of overtaking it, I found myfelf farther 
and farther behind. Still, however, I ran · 
on, till I unwaringly funk up to the middle 
in a large bog, out of which I at lafl fcram­
bled with very great difficulty. Surprized 
~t this, and not conceiving that any huma11 

bemg 
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being cnril i pafa over fuch a bog as this, 

_I determined to purfue it no longer. But 

now l was wet a11d 1••eary; the clouds had 

indeed r,; ll e:J awa y >. and Lhe moo n and fi ars 

began to i11in e ; I looked arou ~d me and 

could dif'cen1 nothing but a wide, barren 

country, without fo much as a tree to fhe1ter 

me, or any animal in fight . I ]iftened, in 

h ·.µes of hearing a fheep-bell, or the bark­

frJg of a dog; but nothing met my ear, 

but the f11rill whiflling of the \.Vind, which 

blew fo cold and bledk along that open· 

country, that it chilled me to the very hea rt. 

In this fituat :on, j Hopped a while to con­

fider what I fhould do, and raifing my eyes 

by accident to the :lky, the hrit object I be­

held~ was that very couitellal ion of Charles's 

wain, and above it l difcerned th e pole-ftar, 

glimmering as it were from ~he v~ry top of 

heaven. Inftantly a thought came into 

·my mind: I c'onfidered, that when I had 

been walking along the road v. hich led to­

wards my uncle's boufe1 I had often ob­

ferved the pole-fi~r full before me; there-

D 6- , fore 
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fore it occurred to me, that if I turned my 
back exactly upon it, and went firaight 
fonvard in . a corHrary direElion, it rnufl: 
lead -me towards my father's houfe. As 
foon as I had formed this- refolutioo, I be- -
gan to execute it. I was perfuaded I 
ihould now efcape, and therefore, forget­
t ing my fatigue, I ran along as brifk as if 
I bad but then fet out. Nor was I di[ap­
pointed; for though I could fee no tracks, 
yet taking the greatel1: care always to go on 
ir1 that direElion,the moon afforded me light 
enough to avoid the pits and bogs, which -
a"re found in varioµs parts of that wild moor; 
and when I had travelled as I imagined 
about three miles, I heard the barking of 
a dog, which gave me double vigour; and 
going a ·]ittl~ farther, I came to fame in­
clofures at the fkirts of the common, which 
1 knew; fo that I then ,-vith eafe- found 
my way home, after having almofi def paired 
of doing it. 

TO MM Y. 

Indeed, then, the know ledg~ of the pole. 
3 ftar 
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ftar was of very great ufe to you. I am 

determined I will make myfelf acquainted 

with all the fl:ars in the heavens. But did 

you ever find out what that Tight was, 

which danced before you rn fo extraordi .. 

nary a manner? 
HARRY. 

\i\Then I came home my father told me 

it was what the common people call Jack'. 

-0f the -lantern: and Mr. Barlow has fince 

informed me, that thefe things are only 

vapours_ which rife out of the earth., 1n 

moift and.fenny places, although they have 

that bright appearance; and therefore told 

me, that ,many people, like me, w·bo have 

taken them for a lighted candle, have follow-­

ed th~m, as I did, into bogs and ditches. 

Jufl as Harry had finiil1ed his hiflory, 

they · arriv~d ,at Mr. Barlow's, and after_ 

fitting fome 1 time and ta! king over the ac­

cidents of the day, the little boys· retired to 

bed. Mr. Barlow was fitting alone and 

reading in his parlour, when, to his great 

f ur_prize, Tommy came ruqning into the 

l 
room, 
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room ) half 1rn drefi J an d hawling om, Sir, fir, 
I ha\'e f >LJ nd rt out-they move ! they move! 
--\Yh1 t rn ov r s? la id M r. Barl \) W. Why, 
Charle..-,'s .wa in moves, anfwered Tommy. 
l lrnd ;1 n, ind to take one peep at the fky 
b efore I wen t to bedJ and I fee that all the 
fe\en flars hav e moved .from the ir places a 
grea t way highe r up into the fky. \i\Tell, 
fa id M r. Darlow, yrn1 are indeed ri ght. You 
have done a v;-in deal to•day, and to-morrow· 
w~ will ta lk over the[e things-again. 

vVLe n - the mo rrow ca :T e, Tomm y put 
Mr Barlow in mind of the Ilory he had pro­
rn ifed him, about the people buried in the 
fnow Mr. Barlow loCJk ~d him out the book, 
but firft faid, It i~ neceffary to give you fome 
explanation. The country where- this acci-· 
dent hap pened, is a country full of rocks and 
mountains, fo exceffively high that the fnow· 
never melts upon their tops. Never, faid 
Tommy, not even in the fummer? Not 
even in the fummer. The vallies between 
thefc mountains are inhabited by a brave 
and induftrious people ; the fides of them 

too 
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too are cultivated ; but the tops of the 

highefl: mountains are fo extremely cold 

that the ice and fnow never melt, but go 

on continually increafing. During a great 

part of the winter, the weather i~ exu emely 

cold, and the inhabitants confine th emfe lv es 

within their houfes, which they have the 

art to render very comfortable. ALnofl: 

all the roads are then impaff<1ble, and fnow 

and ice afford the only profpea. But when 
/ 

the year begins to grow warmer, the fnow 

is frequently thawed upon the fides of the 

mountains, and undermined by the torrents 

of water which poµr down with irrefiltible 

fury. Hence ·it frequently happens, that ' 

f uch prodigious maffes of fnow fall down 

as are fufficient to bury beafts and houfes, _ 

and even villages themfe lves, beneath them. 

It was in the neighbourhood of thefe pro_:­

digious mountains, w}iich are called the 

Alps, that on the 19th of Match, 17 55, . 
a fmal1 clufler of houfes was entirely over­

whelmed by two vafl bodies of fno\Y that 

tumbled down u~on them from a greater 

height~ 
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height. All the _inhabitants were then with• 
in doors, except one Jofeph Rochia and 
his fon, a lad of fifteen, who ·were on the 
roof of their houfe clearing away the fnow 
·which had fallen for three ciays inceffant1 y: 
A priefl: going by to church, advifed them 
to come down, having jun before obferved 
a body of fnow tumbling from the moun­
tain towards them. Tbe man defcended 
with great precipitation, a-nd fled with his 
fon be knew not \Vhither; but fcarce had he 
gone thirty or forty fleps, before his fon, 
who followed bim, fell down: on wh1c~ 
looking back, he faw his ov1n and his 
neighbours houfes, jn which were twe nty-

- two perfons in aU, covered with a high 
mountain of fnow. He lifted up his fon, 

- and reHeEl-i.ng that his wife, his fifiers, two 
children, and all his effeEts were thus bu­

. ried., he fainted away; but foon reviving 
got fafe to a friend's houfc at fame difrance~ 

Five days after, Jofeph, being perfeElly 
recovered, got upon the fnow, with his fan., 
and \WO of bis wife's brothers, to try if he 

could 
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could find the exa8 place '-f\' here his hou re 
flood; but after many openings made in 

the fnow they could not difcover it, T he 

month of April proving hot, and the fnow 

beginning to fc ften, he again ufed his ut­

moCT: endeavours to recover hi s effcEls, and 

to bury, as he thought, the remains of -his 

family. He made new openings, and threw 

in earth to melt the fnow, which on the 24th 

of April was greatly diminifhed. He broke 

through ice fix Engli{h feet thick, with 

iron bars, thruft down a long pole and 

touched the ground; but evening coming 

on, he defified. 

The next day, the brother of his wife, 

who had heard . of the misfortunes of the 

family, came to the houfe where Jofeph 

was; and after reiling himfelf a little, went 

with him to work upon tbe fnow, where 

they made anotber opening, which led 

them to the houfe they fe arched for; but 

finding no dead bodies in its ruins, they 

fought for the fiable, which wa s about two 

I'rnndred and forty Engli!h feet diflant1 

which 



90 T H E H I S T O R Y O F 

which havi~g found, they hea
0

rd'- a cry _of,, 
Help, my dear brother! Being greatly fur­
prized as well as encouraged by thefe words,. 
they laboured with all diligence till they 
had made a large opening, through which· 
the brother immediately went·down., where 
the fifler with,an agonizing and feeble voic-e, 
told him', I have always trufled in God and· 
you, that you would not forfake me. The 
other brother and the hufband then went 
down, and found., flill alive., the wife about 
forty-five, the fifter about thirty-five, and 
the daughter about thirteen years old. 
Thefe they raifed on their fhoulders to 

men aho·ve, who pulled them up as if from 
the grave, and carried them to a neigh .. 
bouring houfe : they were unable to walk11 

and fo wafted that they appeared like mere 
:fkeletons·. They were immediately put to 
bed, and gruel of rye flour and a little but­
ter was given to recover them. Some days 
after, the magiflrate of the place came to 
viGt them, and ro·und the wife fiill unable 
to rife from bed, or ufe her feet, from 

the 
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the intenfe cold ilie had endured, and the 

uneafy pofture ilie had been in. The 

fifl:er, w hofe legs had been bathed with 

bot wine, could walk with fome difficulty, 

and the <laughter needed· no farther re-

1nedies. 
On the magifhate's interrogating the wo• 

men, they told him that on the morning 

of the I 9th of March, they were in the 

fiable, with ~ boy of fix years old and· 

a girl of about thirteen; in the fame flable 

were fix · goats, one of which having 

brought forth two dead kids the night 

before, they went to carry her a fmall 

veffel of rye-flour gruel; there were alfo 

an afs and five or fix fowls. They were 

fhe1tering themfelves in a warm corner 

of the fiable till the church-bell :fhould 

ring, intending to " attend the ferviceo 

The wife related, that wanting to go out 

of the fiable to kindle a fire in the houfe 

of her hufband, who was clearing away 

the fnow from the top of it, :fhe per­

ceived a mafs of fnow _ br,eaking down 

towards 
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towards the eafr, upon which CT1e went 
back into the fl:able, ll1ut the -door, and 
told her fifl:er of it. In lefs than three 
minutes they heard the roof break over 
their .heads, and alfo part of the cieling. _ 
The fifl:er ad vifed to get into the rack 
and manger, , which they did. The afs 
was tied to t[ie manger, but got loofe by 
kicking and firugg1ing, and threw down 
the little veffe], which they found, and 
afterwards ufed to hold- the melted fnow 
which ferved them for drink. 

Very fortunately the manger was under 
the main prop of the fiable, and fo refifl:ed 
the weight of the fnow. Their firfl: care 
Wa$ to know what they had to eat. The 
fiH:er faid fbe had fifteen chefnuts in her 
pockets; the children faid they had break­
fafted, and iliould want no 1Y1ore that day. 
They remembered there were 36 or 40 
cakes in a place near the ftable, and en­
deavoured to get at them, but were not 
able for the fnow. They called often for 
help, -but were beard by none. The fifier 

gave _ 

• 
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gave the chefnuts to the wife, and ate two 
herfelf, and they drank fame [now-water. 
The afs was refllefs, and the goats kept 
bleating for fame days; after which they 
heard no more of them. Two of the 
goats, however, being left alive, and near 
the manger, they felt tbem, and found that 
one of them was big, and would kid, as 
t~ey recolleaed, about the middle of April; 
the other gave milk, wherewith they pre­
ferved -their lives. During all this ttme 
they faw not one ray of Jight, yet for about 
twenty days they had fome notice of night 
and day from the crowing of the fowls, till 
they died. 

The fecond day, being very hungry, they 
ate all the chefnuts and drank what milk 
the goat yielded, being very near two 
pounds a day at fidt, but it foon decreafed. 

,,Tbe third day they at1empted again, but 
in vain, to get at the cakes: fo refolved to 
take all poffib1e care to feed the goats; 
for jufi above the manger was a hay-loft, 
w her~ through a hole the fift~r pulled down 

hay 
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·hay into the rack, and gave it the goats as 
long as fhe could reach it; and then, when 

,it was beyond her reach, the goats climbed 

'Upon her ,fhoulders, _ and reached it them­

fel ves. 

On the fixth day the boy Gckened, and 

fix days after -defhed his mother, who all 

.this time had held him in ·her lap, _ to lay 

-bim at 1-ris length in a manger. She did 

fo, an9 taking him by the hand, felt it was 

very cold; fhe then put her hand to his 
mouth, and finding -that -cold likewi{e, R1e 

.gave him a little milk; the boy then cried., 

Oh! my father is in the .fnow ! Oh father! 

father! and then expired. 
In the mean while the goats milk -di­

mini!hed daily,_ arid the fowls foon after 

dying, they could no longer diftinguifh 
.night from day; but according to their 

reckoning, the time was near when the othe,r 
goat would kid; this fhe according} y did 

foon, and the young one dying, they had 
all the milk for their own fubfiftence; fo 

-·· they found that the middle of April was 

come. 
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1come. ·. Whenever they ca1Ied this goat, it 
would come and lick their faces and hands., 

and gave them every day tv,o pounds of 

,milk, on which account they flill bear the 

poor creatl)re a great affecrion. This was 

the account which thefe poor people gave 

to the magifirate of their prefervation. 

Dear heart! faid Tommy, when Mr; 

Barlow had fini{hed this account, what a 

number of accidents people are f ubjea to 

jn this_ wor!d ! 1t is very tr.ue, anf wered 

Mr. Bar.low; but as that is the cafe, it is 

neceffary to improve ourfelves in every 

manner, that we may be abl~ to flruggle 
.againfi them. 

TOMMY • 

. Indeed, Si-r, I begin to believe it is; 

.for when 'I was tefs than I am now,, I re­

-member I was always fretful and hurting 

myfelf, though I had two or three people 

,confl:antly to take care of me. At prefent, 

I feem as . if I was quite another thing; 

I do not mind falling down and hurting 
' myfelf, 
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myfelf, or cold, or wearinefs, or fcarcely 

any thing which happens. 
Mr. BAR Low. 

And which do you prefer, to be as you 

are now, or as you were before? 

TOMMY. 

As I am now a great deal, fir; for then 

I always had fomething or another the mat­

ter with me. Sometimes I had a little 

cold, and then I was obliged to flay in for 

feveral days; fometimes a little head-ache, 

and then I was forced to take phyfic. 

Sometimes the weather was too hot, then 

- I mufi fiay within ; and the fame if it 

was too cold. I ufed to be tired to death if 

I did but walk a mile; and I was always 

eating cake and fweet-meats till I made 

rnyfelf fick. At prefent l think I am ten 

times {l:ronger and healthier than ever I 

was in my life. But what a terrible coun­

try that mufi be, where people are fubject: 

to be buried in that manner in the fnow ! I 

wonder any body will live there. 
Mr. 
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l\lir. BARLo,v. 
The people that inhabit that country, 

:ne of a different opinio•n, and prefer it to 

all the countries in the world. They are 
great travellers, and many of them follo w 
different profeffions in all the different 
countries of Europe; but it is the only 
wifh of almoft all to return, before their 
death, to the mountains where they were 
born and have paffed their youth. 

ToMMy. 

I do not eafily underftand that. I have 
feen a great many ladies and little miifes 
at our houfe, and whenever they were talk .. 
ing about the places where they fuould like 

to live, I have always heard them fay they 

hated the country of all things, though 
they were born and bred there. I have 
heard one fay, that the country is odious, 
filthy, !hocking, and abominable; another~ 
that it is impoffible to live any where but 
in London; and I remember once feeing 

a flrange lady, that wrote down her obfer­
vations in a book., that faid the coun,try was. 

V 01. II. E all 



' 9g THE HI S T O R Y O F 
-

all full of barbarians, and that no perfon of 

elegance (yes that was her word) could bear 

it for a week. 

Mr. BARLO'W, 

And ret there are thoufands who bear to 

live in it all their lives, and have no· deGre 
to change. Should you, Harry, like to leave 
the country, and go to live in fame town? 

HARRY. 
• I 

Indeed, fir, -I fl1ould not; for then I 
rnufl leave every thing I love in the 
world. I mufl leave my father and mo­
ther, who have been [9 kind to me; and 

you too, fir, who have taken focb pains to 

improve me, and ~ake me good. r. am 
convinced that I never fhall find fuch 

" 
friends again as long as I live; and what 
{hould any body wifh to live for, who has 
no. friends ? Befides, there is ' not a field 
upon my father's farm that I do not prefer 
to every town I ever faw in my· life. 

TOMMY. 

And have you ever been in any large 
town? 

HARRY 0 
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HARRY. 

Once I was in Exeter, but I did not 
much like it : the houfes feemed to me to 
ftand fo thick and clofe, that I think our 
hog-fiies would be almofi as agreeable 
places to live in; and then there are little 
narrow alleys where the poor live, and the 
houfes are fo high, that neither light nor 
air can ever get to them, and they moft of 
them appeared fo dirty and unhealthy that 
it made my heart ache to look at them.­
And then I walked along the fireets and 
peeped into the -fhops, and what do you 
think I faw? 

TOMMY. 

What? 
HARRY. 

vVhy, I faw grea; hulking fellows, as 
big as our plough-men and carters, with 
their heads all frizzled and curled like one 
of our fheep's tails, that ., did ·nothing bu t 
finger ribbands and caps for the women. 
This diverted me fo, that I could not help , 
laughing ready to fplit my frdes. And 

E ~ then.~ 
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then, the gentlewoman at whofe houfe I 

was, took me to a place, where there was 

a large room full of candles, and a great 

number of fine gent1eri1en and- ladies all 

dreffed out and fhowy, that were dancing 

about as if they were mad. But at the 

door of this houfe there were twenty or 

thirty ragged, half-fiarved women and chil­

dren, that flood fhivering in the rain, and 

begged for a bit of bread; but nobody 

gave it to them or took any notice of them. 

So then I could not help thinking that it 

would be a great deal better, if all the fine . 

people wou1d give fome of their money to 

the poor, that they might have fome cloatbs 

and viauals in their turn. 
TOMMY. 

That is indeed true. Had I been there, 

I fhould have relieved the poor people;­

for you know I am very good-natured and 

generous ; but it is neceffary for gentle­

men to be fine and to drefs well. 
HARRY. 

It may be fo, but I never faw any great 

good 
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good come of it, 'for my part. As l was 
walking along the · fireets one day, and 
flaring about, I met two very fine and 
dreffy young gentlemen, that looked 
fomething as you did, mafler Tommy, 
when you firfl: came here ; fa I turned 
off from the foot way to let them pafs; 
for my father always taught me to fhew 
every civility to peop le in a higher fl:ation: 
but that was not enough, it feems, for juft 
as they pa!fed by me, they gave me fuch 
a violent pufh that down I came into the 
channel, and dirtied myfelf all over from 
head to foot. 

TOMMY. 

And did they not beg your pardon for 
the accident ? 

HARRY. 

Accident! It. was no accident at all, for 
they burfl: out into a fit of laughter, and 
called me little clod~pole. Upon which 
I told them-, if I was a clod-pole, tl,1ey had 
no bufinefs to infult me; and then they 
came back, and one of them ga"e m-e a 
kick, and the other a flap on 'tbe face; but 

E 3 I told 
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I told them that was too much for me to 

bear, fo I firuck them again ; and we all 

three began fighting. 

TOMMY. 

vVhat both at once? That was a cow .. 

ardly trick. 

HARRY. 

I did not much mind that, but there 

came up a fine., fm~rt fellow, in white flock­

ings and powdered hair, that it feerns was 

their fervant; and he was going to fall 

upon h1e too, but a man took my part, and 

faid I fhould have fair play; fo I fought 

them both till the-y did not chufe to have 

any more; for, though they were fa quar­

relfome,. they could not fight worth a far­

thing; fo I let them go, and advifed them 

not to meddle any more with poor boy& 

that did-nothii1g to offend them. 
TOMMY. 

And r .did you hear no more of thefe 

young gentlemen ? 
HARRY. 

No, for I went home the next day, and 

never was- I better pleafcd in my life~ 
W hen 
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vVhen I came t.9 the top of the great hill, 

from which you have a profpeEl of our 

lioufe, I really thought I H1ou]d have cried 

with joy. The fields looked all fo pka­

fant, and the cattle, that were feeding in -

them., fo happy ; and then every fiep I 

took,! met with fomebody or other I knew, 

or fome little boy that I ufed to play with. 

:Here is iittle Harry come back, faid one;_ 

how do ye do, how do ye do ? cried a fe­

cond ; and then a third {hook hands with 

me; and the very cattle> when I went about 

to fee them, feemed all glad that I was com.e 

home again. 

Mr. BARLOvv. 

You fee hy ~his, that it is very poffib1e 

f.or people to like the coun~ry and be happy 

- 111 it. But as to the fine young ladies you 

talk of, the truth is, that they neiLher love, 

nor would be long contented im any place. 

Their whole happinefs conGfi~ in idlenefa­

and finery. They have _neither learned to• 

employ themfelves in any thi ng ufef ul, nor, 

E 4 to 
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to improve their minds. As to every kind 
of natural exercife, they _are brought up 
with too much delic2cy to be able to bear· 
jt; and from the improper indulgencies 
they meet with, they learn to tremble at 

, every trifling change of the feafons. With 
fuch di fpofitions, it is no wonder they diDike 
the country, when~ they find neither em .. 
ployment nor amufement. They wi!h to 
go to London, becaufe there they meet 
with infinite numbers, as idle and frivolous 
as themfelves; and thefe people mutually 
a ffi ft each other to talk about trifles and 
to wafle their time. 

TOMMY. 

That is true, fir, really: for when we 
l1ave a great deal of company, I have often 
obferved that they never talked about any 
thing but eating or dreffing, or men and 
women that are paid to make faces at the 
p1ay-houfe, or a great room, called Rane. 
lagh, where every body goes to meet his 
friends. 
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Mr. BARLOW. 

I believe Harry will never go there to 

meet his friends. 
HARRY. 

Indeed, fir, I do not know what Rane­

lagh is; but all the friends I have, are at 

home; and when I fit by the fire-fide on a 

winter's night, and read to my father, and 

mother, and fifl:ers, as I fometimes do, er 

when I talk wich you and Mafter Tommy 

upon improving fubje8:s, I never defire 

·any other friends or converfation. But 

pray, Gr) what is Rane1agh ? 
:rv1r. BAR LOW. 

Ranelagh is a very large, rour;-id room, 

to which, at particular times of the year, 

great numbers of perfons go in their car­

riages, to walk about for feveral hours. 

HARRY. 

And does nobody go there, that has 1-1ot 

feveral friends? Becaufe, Mafi.er Tommy 

faid, that people went to Ranelag,h ·to meet 

their friends. 

Mr. Barlow frniled at this quefrion, and 

E 5 anf we red: 
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an[ we red: The room i-s generally fo crowded, 
that people have lit de opportuni-ty for any 
kind of converfation :· they walk roHnd and 

round in a circle, one after the other, juft 
like horf€~ rn a mill. \Vhen perf0Es meet 
that know each other, they perhaps fmile 
and bow, but are !hoved forward without 
having any opportunity to flop. As to 
friends, few people go to look for them 
there; and if they we1e to meet them, few 
1yould take the trouble of fpeaking to them, 
unlefs they were drdfed in a fafhionable 
manner, and feemed to be of confequence. 

HARRY. 

That is very extraordinary indeed. Why, 
fir, what can a man,.s dn~fs have to do with 
friendfhip? Should I love you a bit better, 
i f you were to wear the fineft clothes­
in the world; or fhould I like my father 
the better, if he were to put on a laced coat 
like Squire Chafe? On the contrary, when­
ever I fee people dre!fed very fine, I cannot 
help thinking of the ftory you once read 
me, of Agefilaus king of Sparta. 

TOMMY., 
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TOMMY. 

' What is that fiory ? Do pray let me 
hear it. 

Mr. BARLOW. 

To-morrow you fhall bear it: at prefent 
we have read and converfed enough; it is 
better that you fhould go out and amu[e 
yourfelves-. 

The little boys- then went out, and re• 
turned to a diverfion they had been amu.Gng. 
themfelves with for feveral days-, the ma­
king a prodigious fnow-ball. They had 
begun by making a frnall globe of f now 
with their hands, which they turned over 
and over, till, by continually colleEling 
frefl1 matter, j t grew fo large that they 
were unable to roll it any farther. Here, 
Tommy obferved, that their labours rnufl: 
end, for it was impoffible to turn it any 
longer. No, faid Harry, I know a remedy 
for tbat : fo he ran, and fetched a couple 
of _ thick flicks, about five feet long, and 
giving one of them to Tommy, he too}<. 

E 6 the 
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the other himfelf. He then defired hirn 
to put the end of his flick under the mafs, 

w_hile he did the fame on his fide, and 
then lifting at the other end, they rolled 

the heap forward with the greatefi: eafe. 

Tommy was extremely furprized at this; 

and faid: How can this be ? We are not a 
bit f1ronger than we were before, and yet 

now we are able to roll this fnow-ball 
along with eafe, which we could not even 

fiir before. That is very true, anfwered 
}Iarry, but it is owing to thefe flicks. This 

is the way that the labourers move the 

]argeft trees, which, without this contri­

vance, they would not be abfe to fiir. I 
am very much furprized at this1 faid Tom­

my; I never fhould have imagined that 

the flicks would have given us more 
firength than we had before. J utl as he 
had faid this, by a violent effort, both 

their !lick~ broke fhort i11 the middle. 
This is no ·great lofs, obferved Tommy, for 

the ends will do jufi as well as the whole 

Ricks. They then tried to ihove the ball 
again 
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igain with the fruncheons which remained 

in their -bands, but to the new f urprize of 

-Tommy, they found they were unable to 

fiir it. This is very -eurious indeed, faid 

·Tommy; I .find that only long Qicks are of 

any ufe. . That, faid Harry, I could have 

told you before; but I had a mind you 

ibould find it out yourfelf. The longer 

the flick is, provided it is fufficiently flrong 

and yo4 can manage it, .the more eafi-1 y 

will you fucceed. . This is really very cu­

rious, teplied Tommy; . but I fee fome of 

Mr. Barlow's labourers at work a little way 

-off; let us go to them, and de.fire them to 

cut us two longer flicks, that we may try 

their effeErs. They then went up to the 

men who were at work; but here a new fub .. 

-jea of admiration prefented itfelf to Tom­

my's mind. There was a root of a prodi­

gious_ o~k tree, fo large and heavy that 

half a dozen horfes would fcarcely have 

been able to draw it along: befides, it was 

, fo tough and knotty, that the fharpefi a-Xe 

could hardly make any imp,reffion upon it. 
Thi$ 
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This a coup le of old men were attempt .... 
ing to cleave in pieces, in order- t:o makg· 
billets for Mr. Barlow's fire. Tommy:t. 
who thought their ftrength totally difproi.. 
p~rtionate to fuch an undertaking9 could 
-not help pitying them). and obferving, tha-t 
certainly Mr. Barlow did not know what 
they were about, or he would have prevent­
ed fuch poor, weak, old men, from fatiguing 
themfelves about what thfy ntver could 
perform. Do -you think fo, r~plied Harry; 
what would you then fay, if you were to fee 
me, little as I am, perform this wonder­
ful tafk, with the affifl:ance of one of 

- thefe good people ? So he took up a 
wooden mallet, 'an inflrurneot which, al-

·though much larger, refcmbles an hammer,. 
and began beating the root, which he did 
for fome time without making the leafl im­
preffion. Tommy, who i.magined that for 
this time his friend Harry was caught, be­
gan to fmile, and told him that he would 
break an hundred mallets to pieces before 
he made the leaft impremon upon the wood. 

Say 
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Say you fo? anfwered Harry f.miling; then 

I believe I mufi try an-0ther method : fo he 

ftooped do\,vn and picked up a fmall piece 
of tough iron, about fix inches long, which, 
Tommy bad not obferved before as it Jay 
upon the ground. This iron was broad at 

the top, but gradually fl.oped all the way 
down, till it came to a perf eEl edge at bot­

tom. Harry took this up, and with a few 
blows drove it a little way into the body of 

the root .. ✓ The old man and he then ftruck 

alternately with their mallets upon the head 
of the iron, till the root began to gape and 
crack on every 'fide, and the iron wa~ 
totally buried in the wood. There, fays 

Harry, this fir ft wedge has done its bu fine fa 
very well, two or three ·more will finifl-i it 0 

I--Ie then took up another larger wedge, and 
inferting the bottom of it between the wood 
and the top of the former one, which 
was now completely buried in the root, 

began to beat upon it as he had done be­
fore. The root now cracked and fplit on 

every fide of the wedges,_ till a prodigious 
cleft 
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cleft appeared quite down to the bottom~ 
Thus did Harry proceed, fiill continuing 
his blows, and inferting new and larger 
wedges, as fafl: as he had driven the former 
down, Lill he had completely effe8ed what 
he had undertaken, and entirely feparated 
the monflrous mafs of wood into two un- . 
equal parts. Harry then faid, Here is a very 
large log, but I think you and I can carry 
it in to mend the fire, and I will ihew you 
fornething elfe that will furprize you. So 
he took a pole of about ten feet long, and 
hung the log upon it by a piece of cord 
which he found there; then he afked Tom­
my which end of the pole he chafe to carry. 
Tommy, who thought it would be mofl 
convenient to have the weight near him, 
chafe that end of the pole near which the 
weight was fufpended, and put it upon his 
fhoulder; while Harry took the other end. 
But when Tommy attempted to move, he 
found that he could hardly bear the preffure; 
however, as he faw Harry walk briil<ly away 
under his {hare of the load, he determined 

not 
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not to comp1ain. As they were walking 
along - in this manner, Mr. Barlow met 
them, and feeing poor Tommy labouring 

under his burden, afked him who had load­
ed him in that manner. Tommy faid it 
was Harry. Upon this Mr. Barlow fmiled 
and faid, \,Vell, Tommy, this is the firft 

time I ever faw your friend Harry attempt 

to impofe upon you, but he is making you 
:carry about three times the weight which 

be fupports himfelf. Harry replied, that 
.. Tommy had chofen that himfelf; and that 

he Ihould directly have· informed him of 
his mifiake, but that he had_ been fo fur­
prized at feeing the common effeBs of a 
lever, that he wifhed to teach him fame 
other facts about it: then Ihifting the ends 
of the pole, fo as to fupport that part which 

Tommy had done before, ·he afke<l hjm if 
he found his !boulder any thing eafier than 

_before. ·Indeed I do, replied Tommy, but 

I cannot conceive how;_ for we carry the 
fame weight betwee·n us which we did be .. 

fore, and j ufl ··in the fame manner. . Not 
quite 
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quite in the fame manner, anfwered Mr. 
Barlow; for, if you obferve, the log is a 
great deal farther from your fhoulder than 

from Harry's; by which means he now 
fupports jufl as much as you did before> 
and you, on the contrary, as ljttle as he did 
when I met you. This is very extraordi­
nary indeed, faid Tommy: I find there 

are a great many things which I did not 
know, nor even my mama, nor any of the 
fine ladies that come to our houfe. ,v el1, 

replied Mr. Barlow, if you have acquired 
fo much ufef ul know ledge already, what 
may you expe8: to do in a few years more ? 
--He then led Tommy into the houfe, and 
:fhowed him a flick of about four feet long., 
with a fcale hung at each end. Now, faid 
he, if you place this flick over the back of 

a chair, fa that it may refi exactly upon the 
middle, you fee the two fcales will jufi ba­
lance each other. So if · I put into each 
of them an equal ,veight they will ftill 
remain. fufpended. In this method, we 

weigh every thing_ which . is bought,. only 
fot· 
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for the greater convenience, the beam of 

the fcale, which is the fame thing as :his 

flick, is generally hung up to fomething 

elfe by its middle. But let us now m ve 

the flick, and fee what will be the co nfe­

quence. 1'-/Ir. Barlow then pufhed the 

flick alo ng in fuch a manner, that wh en 

it refled upon the back of the _chair, there 

were three feet of it on one fide, and o nl y 

-0ne on the other. That fide which was 

longeit infiantly came to the ground as 

heavieH. You fee, fajd Mr. Barlow, if we 

would now balance them, we muft put a 

greater weight on the {horteft fide; fo he kept 

adding weig hts, till Tbmmy found that one 

pound on the longefr fide would.exa&ly ba­

lance three on the fhortefl:; for, as 1nuch as 

the . longer fide exceeded t11e fuorter in 

length, fo much did the weight, which was 

hung ~lt that end, require to exceed that 01, 

the longeCT: fide. · 

This, faid Mr. Barlow, is what they caU 

a lever·; and all the fiicks that you have 

been u!ing to dayJ are only levers of a dif­

ferent 
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ferent confhu8ion. By thefe fhort trialsj 
you may conceive the prodigious advantage 
which they are of to men. For, thus can 
one man move a weight, which half a dozen 
would not be able to do with their hands 
alone. Thus may a little boy, like you, do 
more than the i1rongefi man could effe8:, 
who did not know thefe fecrets. As to 
that in!lrument, by which you were fo fur­
prized that Harry could cleave fo va{l; a 
body of wood, it is called a wedge, and is 
almofi: equally ufeful with the lever. The 
whole force of ·h confifis in its being gra­
dually narrower and narrower, till at la!t. it 
ends in a thin edge capable of penetrating 
the f malleft ch~nk. By this we are enabled· 
to overthrow the )argefl: oaks, to cleave 
their roots almo!l: as hard as iron itfelf,. 
and eve.n to fplit the folid rocks. All this, 
faid Tommy, is wonderful indeed; and I 
need not afk the ufe of them, becaufe I fee 
it plainly in the experiments I have made 
to-day. One thing more, added Mr. Bar­
lowJ as we are upon this fubjeEl:, I will fhow 

,. you;. 
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you: fo, he led them into the yard, to the 
bottom of his granary, where ftood a heavy 
fack of corn. Now, faid Mr. Barlow, if 
you are fo flout a fellow as you imagine, 
take up this fack of corn, and carry it up 
~he ladder into the granary. That, replied 
Tommy laughing, is impoffible; and I 
doubt, fir, whether you could do it yourfelf. 
Well, faid Mr. Barlow, we will at leafl: try 

what is to be done. He then led them up 
into the granary, and fhowing them a mid­
dle-fized wheel with an handle fixed upon 
-it, defired the little boys to turn it round. 
They began to turn it with fome 1 ittle diffi. 
culty, and Tommy could hardly believe 
his eyes, when prefcntly after he faw the 
fack of corn, which he had defpaired of 
moving, mounted up into the granary and 
fafely landed upon th e fl oor. You fee, 
faid Mr. Barlow, here is another ingenious 
contrivance, by which the weakefi perfon 
may perform the work of the firongefi. 
This is called the wheel and axis. You 
fe~ this wheel, which is not very 1argel turns 

round 



u8 THE HISTORY OF 

round an axle which goe3 into it, and is 

much fmaller, and at every turn the rope 

to which the weight is fixed that you want 

to move, is twifted round the axle. Now, 

juft · as much as the breadth of the whole 

wheel is greater than that of the axle which 

it turns round, f o much greater is the 

weight, that the perfon who turns it can 

move, than he could do without it. W e11, 

faid Tommy, I fee it is a fine thing indeed 

to acquire knowledge; for by thefe means, 

one not only increafes one's underfianding, 

but one's bodily ftrength. But are the1:e no 

more, fir, of thefe ingenious contrivances? 

For I fuould like to underftand them all. 

Yes, anf wered Mr. Barlow, there are more; 

and all of them you fhall be perfealy ac­

qu ainted with irr time; but for this purpofe 

you :fhould be able to write, and compre­

.hend fomething of arithmetic. 

TOMMY. 

· What is arithmetic, fi r ? 

Mr. BARLO'W. 

·T hat is not fo eafy to make you under-

3 fia nd 
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Rand at once; I will however t ry to ex­
plain it. Do you fee the grains of wheat.t 
which lie fcattered in the window ? 

TOMMY. 

l Yes, fir, 
Mr. BARLOW. 

c ·an you count how many there are ? 
TOMMY. 

There are jufl five and twenty of them., 
Mr. BARLOW. 

Very well. I--Iere is another parcel : 
how many grains are there? 

TOMMY. 

J uft fourteen. 
"' Mr. BARLOW~ 

If there are fourteen grains in one heap 
and twenty-five in the other, how many 
grains are there in all; or how many do 
fourteen and twenty -five make? Tommy 
was unable to anfwer, and Mr. Barlow 
propofed the fame quefiion to Harry, who 
anf weted that together they made thirty­
nine. Again., faid Mr. Barlow, I will put 

the 
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the two heaps together, and then how 

many will there be ? 
ToMMY. 

Thirty-nine. 
Mr. BARLOW. 

Now look, I have juft taken away nine­

teen from the number, how many do you 

think remain ? 
TOMMY. 

I will count them. 
Ivlr. BARLOW. 

And cannot. you teH without counting? 

How many are there, Harry? 
HARRY. 

T wenty, fir. 
Mr. BARLOW. 

All this is properly the art of arithme­

tic, which is the fame as that of counting, 

only it is done in a much iliorter and 

eafier -way, without the trouble of having 

the things always before you. Thus, for 

inftance, if you wanted to know how many 

barley-corns were in this fack, you would 

perhaps 
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perhaps be a week in ~ounting the whole 
number. 

TOMMY. 

Indeed 1 believe I fhould. 
Mr. BARLOW. 

If you underflood arithmetic you might 
do it in five minutes. 

TOMMY. 

That is extraordinary indeed; I can 
hardly conceive it poffi.ble. 

Mr. BARLOW. 

A bufhel of corn weighs about fifty 
pounds weight; this fack contains four 
bufhe1s, fo that there are jllfr two hun­

dred pounds weight in all. Now every 
pound contains fixteen ounces; and fixteen 
times two hundred make thirty-two hun­

dred ounces. So that you have nothing 
to do but tD count the number of grait1-s 
in a fingle ou nee, and there will be thin y­
two hundred times that number in the 
fack. 

To ;-...nrv. 
I declare this is curious in1eed, and I 
VoL. II. F fhou1d 
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fhould like to learn arithmetic. Will Harry 
I 

and you teach me, fir? 

M:-. BARLOW. 

You know we are always ready to im­

prove you. But, before we leave this fub­

jeB:, I mufl tell you a little fiory. There 

was a gentleman who was extreme1y fond 

of beautiful borfes, and did not grudge to 

give the highefi prices for them. One day 

an horfe-courfer came to him, and fhewed 

him one fo handfome, that he thought it 

f uperior to all he had ever feen before. He 

mounted him, and found his paces equally 

excellent; for, though he was full of .fpirit1 

he, was gentle and tractable as could bewifh­

ed. So many perfeB:ions delighted the gen­

tleman, and he eagerly demanded the price. 

The horfe-courfer anf we red that he would 

bate no'thing of two ·hundred guineas; the 

gentleman, although he admired the horfe, 

would not confent to give,. it, and they 

were ju[t on the point of parting. As tl~e 

man was turning his back, the gentleman 

calle~ out to him and faid, Is there no 

poffible 
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-poffible way of our agreeing? for I would 
give you any thing in reafon for fuch a 
beautiful ·crealure. '\Vhy, rep1-ied the dealer» 
who was a (h-rewd fellow, and perfecl] y un­
:derfi:ood calculation, if you do not like to 
give me two hundred guineas, will you give 
me a farthing for the firft nail the horfe has 
in his fhoel) ~wo farthings for the fecon_d, four· 
for the third., and fo go doubling throughout 
,the whole twenty-:-four? for there are na 
-more than twenty-four nails in all his fhoes. 
The gentleman gladly accepted the condi­
t ion, and ordered the_. horfe to be led away 
to bis flables. 

TOMMY. 

This fellow muft have been a very great 
blockhead, to afk two hundred guineas, 
and then to take a few farthings for his 
horfe. 

Mr. BARLOW. 

The gentleman was of the fame opi..,, 
nion; however, the horfe-courfer ,added., I 
-do not mean, fir, to tie you down to this 
.lail: propofal, which, upon confideration, you 

F z , may 
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may like as little as the firfi; all that I 

require is, that if you are diffatisfied with 

your bargain, you will promife to pay me 

down t11e two hundred guineas which I firfl: 

afl<ed. This the gentleman willingly agreed 

to, and then called his fteward to calculate 

the furn, for he was too much of a gentle­

man to be able to do it himfelf. The ftew­

a.rd fat down with his pen and ink, and after 

fome time gravely wiIT1ed his mafier joy, 

and afl(ed him in what part of England the 

eilate was fituated that he was going to 

purchafc. Are you mad, replied the gen­

tTeman? It is not an efiate, but an horfe, 

that I have jufi bargained for, and here is 

the owner of hjm, to whom I am goiqg to 

pay tbe money. If .there is any rnadnefs, 

Sir, replied the fteward> it certainly is not 

on my fide; the furn you have ordered me 

to calculate, comes to j ufi feventeen thou­

fand, four hundred, and feventy-fix pounds, 

hefi,de fome fhillings and pence; and furely 

no mah in his fen'fes would give this price 

for an horfe. The gentleman was more 

furprized 
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furprized !han he had ever been before; to 
hear the afTertion of his fleward; but, wh en 
upon examination he found it no more Lhan 
the truth, he was very glad to compounc.l 
for his fooli01 agreement, by giving th~ 
horfe 0 courfer the two hundred guineas and 
d1fmiffing him. 

To :v1 MY. 

This is quite incredible, that a farthing~ 
juft doubled a few times, fhould amount to 
fucq a prodigious furn: however, I am de­
termined to learn arithmetic, that I may not 
be impofed upon in this manner; for I think 
a gentleman mufr look very filly in fuch a 
fituation. 

Thus had Tommy a new employment 
and diverfion for the winter nights, the' 
learning arithmetic. Almofl: every night 
did Mr. Barlow> and Harry, and he_,., 
amufe themfelves with little queflions that 
related to numbers: by which meanS' 
Tommy became in a fhort time fo ex­
pert, that be could add, fubtra8:, rnult.i­
ply, or divide, almofr any given furn, 

F 3 with 



126 THE fI IS TORY OF 

with little trouble ·and great exaB:nefa. But· 
Jie did not for this forget the employment 
of obferving the heavens. Every night 
when the !tars appeared bright, and the fky 
.unclouded, Harry ;;rnd he obferved the va-

. rious figure-sand pofitions of the conftella-­
, tions . . ML Barlow gave him a little-paper 

globe, as be bad promi[ed~ and Tommy 
im;,1edi2.te1y marked out upon the top, his. 
f;rfr. and favourite conflellation of Charles's 
wain. A li rrtle w bile after that, he ob(erved, 
on the other fide of the poieQftar, another­
beautiful affemblage of {l:ars, ,vhich was al­
ways oppofite· to Charl~s's wain: thjs, Mr. 

,: Barlow to1d him., was cal1ed Caffiopeia's. 
chair; and this, in a fhort time,. was added. 

to tbe co11eEtion. One night,. as Tommy 
was looking up to the fky, in the fouthern­
·part of t·he heavens, he-ob.ferved fo remark­
'able a conflellation tbat he couJd not help 

particu1arly remarking it: four large ancl 
fhining fia1,s com po fed tbe ends of the figure, 
which was alm.oft fquare, and full in the 
n1iddle appeared thr~e more placed in a 
.fl.anting line and very near eachotber. This:;i. 

Tomm~ 
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Tommy pointed out to 1V1r. Barlow, an<i 

begged to know the name. l\!Ir. Barlow 

an r wered, that the conHellation was named 

Orion, and that the three bright fiars in the 

middle were called his belt. Tommy was 

fo delighted with the grandeur and beauty 

of this glorious confiellation, that he could 

not help obferving it, by intervals., all the 

-evening; and he was f urpriz~d to fee that 

it feemed to pafs on) in a right line drawn 

, from Eaft to W efi, and that all the fiars he 
. ·-

had become acquainted with moved every 

night in the fame direaion. 

But he did not forget to remind Harry 7 

9ne morning, of the hifiory he ~ad promifed 

to tell him of Ageiilaus. Harry _told it in 

~e following manner:. 

The Spartans, as I have before told: 

you, mailer T 01Tirny, were ~ brave and har­

dy people, that defpife-d· every thing that 

tended to make them delicate and h1xu ... 

nous. All their time was fpent in fu~h 

exercifes as made them ilrong and active, 

F 4 able 
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able to bear fatigue, and to defpife wound~ 
and danger: for they were fituated in the 
midfr of feveral other nations, that fre­
f1Uently had quarrels with each other, and 
with them; and therefore it was neceffary 
that they fi1ou1d learn to defend thernfe1ves. 
Therefore, all the children were brought 
up alike, and the fons of their kings 
tl crnfelves were as little indulged as any 
body elfe. 

TOMMY. 

Stop, fiop !-I don't exaaly underfiand 
tl1at. I thought, a king was a perfon that 
dreffed finer, and had lefs to do than any 
body elfe in the world. I have ofLen heard 
my mama and the ladies fay that I looked 
like a prince when I had fine clothes on: 
and, therefore, I thought that kings and 
princes never did any thing but walk about 
with crowns upon their heads, and eat f w,eet­
meats, all day long. 

II ARR y. 

I do not know how that may be, but in 
Sparta the great bufinefs of the kings, for 

they 
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they had two, was to command them when 

they went out to war, or when they wer.e 

attacked at home; and that, you know., 

they could not do without being brave aP.d 

hardy themfel ves. !\1" ow it happened that 

the Spartans had fame dear friends and 

aHies that lived at a diftance from them, 

aero fs the fea, who vvere alt a eked by a 

great and numerous nation, called the Per­

fians. So, when• the S ')artans knew the .. 
da-ng.er of. their friends, they fent over to 

their affiftance Agefi]aus, cne of their kings,, 

together with a few thoufand of his country­

men; and thefe, they judged, would be a 

match for all tbe f0rces that could be 

brought ngainfl them by the Perfians., 

though ever fo numerous·. vVben the ge­

neral of the·PerGans faw the fmall number 

of his enemies, he imagined it would be an ­

eafy matter to take them prifoners, ,or lo 

dcfhoy t,hem. BeGdes, as he was immenfe .. 

ly rich, and; poffeued a number of palaces 

furnifhed with every thing that was fine 

and cofily, and had a great qµantity of 

} 5 gold, 
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gold, and filver, and jewels) and flaves, :ti·e0 

could not conceive it poffible that any 
bo-dy could refift him. He, therefore, 
r ai.fed a large army, feveral times greater 
"than that of the Spartans, and attacke_~ 
Agenlaus, who was n0t in the 1eafl_ afraid 
of him: for the Spartans, joining their 
fhields together, and ~arching flowly_ along 
in even ranks, fell with fo-much fury upon 
the Perfians, _that in an inftant they put 
them to flight.-I-lere Tom_my inter­
rupted- the frory, to inquire what _a. fhield. 
was. Formerly, anfwered Mr. Barlow, be_­
fore men were acquainted with the perni­
cious effetts of gunpowder, ·they were ac­
cuftomed to ~omhat clofe together, with 
fw_ords or long f pears; and for this reafon, 

- they covered the·mfelves in _a variety of 
ways, to defend their bodies from, the wea­
pons of their enemies. The fhield ,was WOf!J­

upon their left arm, and compofed ?f boards 
fixed together> and firengthened with the 
bides of animals and plates of iron, f~ffi .. 
ciently long and broad to cover almoft the 

i whcle 
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,vhole body of a man. When they wen 

out to battle, they placed themfelves in everi 

rows or ranks, with their !hields extended 

before them, to fecure them from the ar­

rows and weapons of their enemies. Upon 

their heads they wore an helmet, which Wf.lS 

a cap of iro11 or fieel, ornamented wilh the 

waving feather£ of bi;ds or the tails of 

borfes. In this manner, ,..\vith an even pace, 

mar-ching all at once and extePding their 

fpears before them, they went forward 

to mee~ their eneJ?ies.-J declare, faid 

T_ominy, fuch a fight n?ufl be prodigioufly 

.fine; and when I have accidentally met 

with foJ_<liers myfelf, I thought they made 

fuch a figure, walking erea with their arms 

aH glittering in t-he fun, that I have forne- ' 

times thought I would '1e a foldier .myfelf, 

whenever I grew big enough. / And have 

you conGdered, anfwercd iVir. Barlow., 

what is the buGneL~ and generally the fate 

of a foldier ? No, faid Tommy.; I know 

that he muf~ fight fomdimes : but what I 

thought fo plea fa nt ·.va-s, to march up and 

F 6 down 
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down in a fine red coat, with colours flying 
and mu Ge playing, while all the ladies are 
looking on, and fmiling, and bowing; for I 
have heard a great many of them fay, they 
loved a foldier above all things. vVell, 
faid Mr. Barlow, I will prefently endeavour 
to give you jufler ideas of what compofes 
the life of a foldier; let Harry now go on 
with his Hory. 

\Vhen Pharnabazus, for that was the 
name of the PerGan general, obferved that 
his troops were never able to {hnd againft 
the Spartans, he fent to AgeGlaus, and re­
quefled that they might have a meeting, in 
order to treat about terms of peace. This 
the Spartan confented to, and appointed 
the time and place where he would wait for 
Pharnabazus. When the day came, Age­
filaus arrived fir(l: at the place of meeting> 
with the Spartans; but not feeing Pharna­
bazus, fat down upon the grafs wi ch bis 
folcl iers; and, as it was the hour of the 
army's making their repaft~ they pulled 
eut their provifions, which conGfted of 

forn~ 
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fome coarfe bread and onions, and began 
eating very heartily. ln the middle of 
them fat King Agefilaus himfelf, in no 
wife diflingui{hed from the refr, either by 
his clothing or his fare ~ nor was there in 
the whole army an individual, that more 
expo fed himfelf to every fpecies c,f hard{h ip,. 
or that di [covered lefs nicety than the king 
himfelf; by which means he was beloved 
and reverenced by all the foldiers, who were 
ailiamed of appearing lefs brave or patient 
than their general. It was not long tha~ 
the Spartans had thus repofed before the 
fir ft fervants of Pha rnabazus arri-ved ; who, 
brought with them rich and cofily carpets, 
which they fjJread upon the ground for 
their mafier to recline upon. Prefently 
arrived another troop, who began to erect 
a fpa-cious tent with :Glken hangings, to 
fcreen him and his train from the beat of 
the fun. After this, came a company of 
cooks 3nd confectioners, with a great num­
ber of loaded horfes, who carrie_d. upon their 
backs all the materials of an elegant enter-

, 

t_ainment (J 
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tainment. Lail: of all appeared Pharna-= 
bazus himfelf~ glittering with gold and 
jewels, and adorned with a long purple robe, 
after the fafhion of the· eafi; he wore brace­
lets upon his arms., and was mounted upon 
a ·beautiful horfe, that was as gaudily attired 
as himfel.f. As· he approached nearer, and· 
beheld the fimple manners of the Spartan 

k ing and his foldiers,_ be could not help 
fcoffing at their poverty, and making com­
parifons between their rnean appe arance 
and his own.magnificence. All that were 

with him feemed ~o .,be ·infinitely diverted· 
with the ·wit and acr. ,c · ie·rnarks of their 
general, except a· fingle pcrfon, who. had 
ferved in the Grecian armie:-) and th~refore · 
was better acquainted with the manners and 

rlifcipline of tbefe people. This man was 

highly valu·ed by Pharnabazus, for his un­
derfl:an-ding and hondly, and, the r ~fore,. 

when he ·obferved that he fa id 110th ing, he 
i,nfrfled upon his dedari ng his fe:1timen ts · 

as the reft had done. Since then, replied · 

he, you command me to f peak my opinion, 

0 Phar-
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0 ,Pharnabazus, I muft confefs that the very 

c_ircumfl:ance, which is the caufe of fo much 
~irth to the gentlemen that accompany 

you, is the reafon of my fears. On our 
£.de, indeed, I fee gold, and jewels, and pur-­
ple in abundance; but when I look for 

n~eri, I can find nothing but barbers, cooks, 

C<_)~feElioners,. £d1ers, dancers, and every 
thing that is. rnoft unmanly and unfit for 

war : on the Grecian fide, 1 difcern none 

of thefe cofHy trifles, but I fee iron that' 
forms their weapons, and compofes impe .. 
netrable arms. I fee men that have been­
bro'ught up to .defpife every hardfhip, and 
to_ face every da.nger; that are accufiomecl 

to 6bferve their ranks,, to obey their leader»'. 

to take every advantage of their enemy, and 

to fall dea.d in their places rather than to: 

turn their. backs. Were the contefl: about 

who !hould drefs a cl.inner or curl hair with. 
the greatefl nicety, I fhould not doubt that 
the Perfians would ,,gain the advantage:· 

but, when it is neceffary to contend in bat..: 

de, where the prize :is won -by, hardinefs 
, .1nd 
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and valour, I cannot help dreading men 
that are inured to wounds, and labours) and 
fuffering; nor can I ever think that the 
Perfian gold will be able to refift the 
Grecian fron. Pharnabazus was fo fl:ruck 
,,vith the truth and j uftnefs of thefe remarks, 
that, from that very hour, he determined 
to contend no more with fuch invincible 
troops ; but sent all his cares toward~ 
making peace with the Spartans, by wbich· 
means he preferved himfelf and country 
from defl:ruB:ion. 

You fee by this fiory, faid Mr. Bay1ow, 
that fine clothes are not always of the con­
fequeiilce which you imagine, fince they 
are not ab.le to give their wearers either 
more ftrellgth or cou.rage than they had be­
fore, or to preferve thein from the attacks 
of thofe whofe appearance is more homely. 
-But fince ycu are fo liHle acquainted 
with the bufinefs of a folcher, I muft !11ow 
you a little more cl early in what it confifl:s. 
Infiead, therefore, of all this pageantry, 

which 
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which feems fo firongly to have aaed upon 

your mind, I muft inform you that there 

is no human being expofed to fuffer a 

greater degree of rnifery and hardfhip. 

He is often obliged to march whole days 

jn the rnofi: violent heat, or cold, or rain, 

and frequently without vi8.uals to eat or 

clothes to cover him. When he flops at 

night, the moll that he can ex pea is a 

;niferable canvas tent to i11elter him, that 

is· penetrated in every part by the wet, and 

a little fl:raw to keep his body from the 

damp, unwholefome earth, Frequently 
1 

he cannot meet with even this, and is 

·obliged to lie uncovered upon the ground; 

by which means he contracts a thoufand 

difeafes, which are more fatal than the can.­

non and weapons of the enemy. Every 

hour he is expofed to engage in combats 

at the hazard of ]o{ing his limbs, of being 

crippled or morta11y wounded. If he gains 

the viElory, he generaJ.ly has only to begi11, 

again and fight anew, till the war is over; 

if he is beaten, he probably Jo[es his life 

u_po.n 
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upon the fpot,. or is take~ prifoner by the 
enemy: in which cafe be may languifh 
feveral months in a dreary prifon, in wapt 
of all the ne·ceffaries of life. · 
, Alas! faid . Harry,. what a dreadful pic­
ture· do you draw of the_ fate of thofe brave 
men who foffer fo much to defend their 
·country ; fureiy, thofe who employ then1-_ 
:frtould take care of them when the·y ·are 
fick, or wounded, or incapable of provid- · 
ing for themfelv~s. 
'. So indeed, anf we red 1\1r. Barlow, they 
eught to do. But rafh and Joolifh men 
engage in wars, without e'ither juftice or­
reaf on; and when they are over, they think 
no more of the unhapp·y ·people who have 
ferved them at fo much lofs to themfelves. 

HARRY. 
1 Why, fir, I have often thought,. that as, 

· all ·wars c_onfi.fl in !bedding blood and do~ng 
1mi fch ief to our fellow-creatures, tha.t they 
f:eldom can be _juft. 

1v1r. BARLOW. 

·_You ate indeed right there.-Of all the 
bl.ootl 
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blood -that has been fl1ed fince the begin-

11ing of the world to the prefent day, but 

very little indeed has been owing to any 

- caufe that had either j uftice or common 

fenfe. 
HARRY. 

I then have thought, though I pity poor 

foldiers extremely, and always give them 

fomething, if I have any. money _in my 

pocket, that they draw thefe rnifo.hiefs upon 

thernfelves, becaufe they endeavour to kill 

and deflroy other ,people ; and therefore.I> 

if they fuffer the fame evils in return, they 

can hardly. complain •. 
Mr. BARLOW •. 

They cannot complain ?.f the evils to, 

which they voluntarily expo(e themfelves;. · 

but they may j.ufily complain of the ingrati~ 

tude of the people for w_hom they fight.,, 

and who take no care of them afterwards ... 

'. l-IARRY. 

Indeed, fir,. I think fo:, But, I cannot 

conceive why people mufi hire others to­

~ght for th.em... If. it is neceffary to. fight!) 
why 
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wht do they not fight for themfelves ?-I 
fhould be afhamed to go to another boy 
and fay to him, Pray_ go and venture your 
life or limbs for me, -that I may fray at home 
and do nothing. 

-TOI-:IMY. 

vVhat, if the French were to come here, 
as they faid they were about to -do, would 
you go out to fight them yourfelf? 

1-iARRY. 

I have heard my father fay, that it was 
every man's duty to fight for his country, if 
it were attacked; and if my father went out 
to fight, I would go out with him. I would 
-not willingly hurt any body; but if they 
attempt tC? hurt me or my countrymen, we 
!hould do right to defend ourfelves. ·should 

fi ? we not, ir. 

Iv1r. BARLOW, 

This is certainly a cafe, where men have­
a right to defend themfelves. No man 
is bound to yield his life or property to 
another that has no right to take it. Among 
thofe Grecians whom you were talking o:£, 

every 
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every man was a fol<lier1 and always ready 
to defend his country whenever It was at-, 

tacked. 

HARRY. 

Pray, dear fir, read to Mafl:er Tommy 
the ftory of Leonidas, which gave me fo 
much ple-afure; I am fore he will like to 
hear it. 

Mr. Barlow accordingly read 

The Hiflory if LEONIDAS, J{ing ef SPART A-e 

T _HE King of PerG.a commanded a great 
extent .of territory, which was inhabited 
by many n1illions .of people, and not only 
abounded in all the nece{faries of life, but 
produced immenfe quantities of gold and 
filver, and every other cG>fily th1ng. _Yet 
all this did not fatisfy the haughty mind of 
·Xerxes, who at that time poffeffed the 
empire of this country. He confidered 
that the Grecians, his neighbours, were free, 
and refufed to obey his imperious orders; 
which he foolifh1y imagined all mankind 

fhould 
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fl1ould refpea. I--Ie therefore determined 
to make an expedition with a mighty army 
into Greece, a-nd to conquer the country~ 
For this reafon he raifed fuch a prodigious 
:army that it is almofi impoilible to defcribe 
it. The numbers of men that CQrnpofed it 
feerned fufficient to conquer the whole_ 
world, and all the forces the Greci~ns were 
able to raife would fcarcely amount to an 
hundredth part. , NevertheleG, tbe Gre€ians 
-held public councils to confuit -about their 
,common fafety; and they nobly determined 
that as they had hitherto lived free, fo they 
would either maintain their liberty, or 
bravely die in its defence. In the mea·n time 
Xerxes was continually marching forward, 
and at le_ngth _ entered the territory of 
·Greece~ The Grecians had not yet been 
ab1e to auemble their troops or make their 
Freparations, and therefore they were fl:ruck· 
with confternation at the approach of fuch 
an army ·as atten·ded Xerxes. Leonidas 
was at that time king of Sparta, a:1d, when 
he confidered the ftate of affairs, he faw 

one 
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<,ne m~thod alone . by which the ruin of his 
country a-nd all Greece could be prevented. 
In order to enter the more cultivated parts 
.of this country, it was neceffary for the 
PerGan army to march through a very rough 
and rnountainous difhi8, called Thermo-. 
pyhe. There was only one narrow road. 
through all tbefe mo-untains, which it w~s. 
poffible for a very frnall number of men to 

defend for fome .time againfl the moil: 
numerous army. Le~_rn idas perceived, that~ 
if a fi11a.ll number of refolute men would 

. ' 

undertake to defend this paffage, it would! 
-retan;l the march of _the whole Perfian 
army, and give the Grecians time to colleS: 
their troops. , But,_ who would undertake. 
fo defperate an enterprize, where there ·was. 
fcarce1y any po-ffibility ~f efcapi.n g alive?, 
For this reafon, Leonidas determined to 

undertake the expedition himfelf, with fuch
1 

of the Spartans as would voluntarily atte.nd. 
him, a~d ._to facrifice his own ]if~ for 'th~ pre-. 
fervation of his country. vVith this de- . 
fign, he affembled the chief . p_erfons of 

Sparta, 

., 
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Sparta, and laid before them 'the neceffity 

of defending the pafs _ of Thermopylcr.. 

They were equally convinced of its im­

portance, but knew not where to find a 

man of fuch determined valour as to under­

take it. Then, faid Leonidas, fince there 

is no more worthy man ready to perform 

this fervice, I myfelf will undertake it, with 

thofe who will voluntarily accompany me. 

Tbey were firuck ~ith admiration at his 

·propofal, and praifed the greatnefs of his 

mind, but fet before him the certain defl:ruc­

tion which rnuCT: attend him. All this, faid . 

Leonidas, I have already confidered; but 

I am determined to go, with the appearance 

indeed of defending the pafs of Therrno­

pyl~, but in reality to die for the liberty 

t)f Greece. Saying this, he inflantly went 

out of the affembly and prepared for the 

-expedition, taking with him about three 

hundred Spartans. Before he went, he 

embraced his wife, who hung about him in 

tears, as well acquainted with the pur­

pofe of his march; but he endeavoured to 

·3 comfort 
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itimfort her, and told her that a {hort life 
was \veil facrificed to the intere!ts of his 
country, and that Spartan women fhould 
be more careful about the glory than the 
fafety of their hufbands. "I-Ie then ki!fed , 

his infant children, and charging bis wife 
to educate them in the fame principles he 
haa lived injl went out of his houfe to put 
himfelf at the head of thofe brave men 
who were to accompany him. As they 
marched through the city, . all the inhabi­
tarits attended them with praifes and accla- -
matlons. The young women fan.g fongs 
of triumph, and kattcred Ho'Ners before 
them; the youths were jealous of their 
glory, and lamented that fuch a noble doom 
had not ratner fallen upon themfelves; 
while aH their friends and relations feemed 
rather to exult in the ;mrnortal honour they 
were going to acquire, than to be dejected 
with the apprehenGons_of theil' lo{~. As 
they marched through Greece, they were 
joined by vari_ous bodies of their allies; fo 
that their number amounted to about fix 

VoL, 11. G thoufand 
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thoufand when they took poffe~on of the 
Straits of Thermopy l<E . 

In a {hort time Xerxes approached, with 

his innumerable army, compofed of various 
nations and armed in a thoufand different 
manners. When he had feen the fmall 

number of his enemies., he coulcl not believe 

that they really meaned to oppofe his paf­
fage; but when he was told that this was 

furely their defign, he fent out a fmall de­
ta(":hment of his troops, and ordered them 

to take thofe Grecians alive and bring them 

bound before him. The PerGan troops fet 

out, and attacked the Grecians with con­
fiderable fury; but> in an infiant, they were 
routed, the greater part ilain, and the reft 

obliged to fly~ Xerxes was enraged at t!{is 
misfortune, and ordered the combat to be 
renewed with greater forces. The attack 
was renewed, but always wit \ the fame fuc­

cefs, although he fent t!--.e bra vefl troops in 

his whole army. Thus was this immenfe 
army flopped in its career i and the F ride of 
their monarch humbled, by fo inconfidera-

ble 
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hie a body of Greci.?.ns, that they were 
not al fi-rl1: thought worthy -of a ferious 
attack. At length, what Xerxes with all 
his troops was incapable of affefling, was 
performed by the treacb·ery of fome of the 
Grecians who inhabited that country. For 
2t great reward they undertook to lead a 

cchofen body of the PerGans acrofs the 
mountains by a fecret path, with which 
they alone were acquainted. Accordingly, 
in the night the Perfians fet out, paffed 
·over the mountain~ in fafety, and encamped 
on the other fide. As foon as day arofe.ri 
Leoni-das perceived that he had been betray .. 
ed, a~d that he was furrounded by the enemy: 
ne_vcrthelefs, with the fame undaunted cou­
Tage he took all necdfary meafures, and 
prepared for the fate v.;hich be had long re­
folved to 1neet. After praifing and thank­
ing the allies, for the bravery with which 
they had behaved, he fent them all away 
to their refpeaive countries. Iv1any of the 
Spartans too he would have difmiffed under 
various prete·nces; but they, who were alf 

G 2 deter.., ... 
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determined rather to perifh with their king, • 

than to return, refufed to go. VJhen he 
faw their refolution, he confented that they 
fhould flay with him and fhare in bis fate. 

All day, therefore, he remained quiet in his 
camp; but when evening approached, he 
ordered his trooDs to take fome refrefh -. ~ 

rnent, and fmiling, told them to dine like 
men who were to fu

1

p i;1 another world . 
They therl completely armed themfe!ves,_ 

r and waited for the 1T1iddle of the niglu, 
which Leonidas judged rnoft proper for 

the . deGgn be meditated. He faw tha~ 
the Perfians w.9u id never imagine it pofii ~ 

b1e, that fuch an infignificant body of men 
iliou l d .. t1 ink of at tacking the: r l-l u merous 

forces. He \\as therefore determiued, in 

the filence of che night, to 61 eak in"to their 

camp, and e '.H1 ea vour, amjd the terror 

and confufo n which would enfue, to fur­

prize Xerxes himfelf. About m:dnight, 

therefore, this detenn~ned body 9f Grecians 

marched out- with Le0nidas at their head . 

They foon broke into the ·Perfian camp, 
and 
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a ~l d p u i a 11 t O f1 i g !_H t 11 a t dared t O Opp Ore 

them It is impoffible to defcribe the terror 

and confofion which enJued among fo many 

thoufands, thus unexpeO:edly furprized. 

Sr ill the Grecians marGhed on in clofe, im­

penetrable order, O\'Crturning the tents, de­

Hroying all that dared to 1 e!iO:, and driving 

that vafl and mighty army like frightened 

fheep before them. At length, they came 

even to the imperial tent of Xerxes, and hacl 

he not quitted it at the firfi alarm, lie \voulll 

there have ended at once his 1 iff' and expe­

dition. The Grecians in an inflant put all 

the guards to flight, and, ru{hing upon the 

imperial pavilion, vjolently overturned fr, 

and trampled under their feet all the cofily 

furniture and veffels of gold, which were 

ufed by the monarchs of Perfia. But, nowj 

the morning began to appear, and the Per­

fians, who had difcovered the fmall number 

of their affailants, furrounded them on every 

fide, and, without daring to come to a clofe 

·engagement, poured in their darts and mif- . 

five weapons. The Grecians were wearied 

G 3 even 
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even with the toils of conque£t, and their 
body was already confiderably diminifhedo 
Neverthelefs} Leonidas, who was yet alive, 
led on the intrepid few that yet remained, 
to a frefh attack. Again he rufhed upon 
the Perfians, and pierced their thickeft bat. 
talions as often as he could reach them. 
But valour itfelf was vain againft fuch in­
equality of numbers; at every ch~rge the 
Grecian ranks grew thinner and thinneri 
till at Jen.gth they were all deftroyed, with­
out a fingle man's having quitted his poft,. 
or turned his back upon the enemy. 

Really, fajcl Tommy~ when the hifl:ory 
_ was finifhed, Leonidas was a brave man 

indeed. But what became of Xerxes and­
bi·s army after the death of this valiant 
Spartan ? Was he able to overcome the 
Grecians, or did they repul[e him? You 
are now able to read, replied Mr. Barlow.I) 
for yourfelf, and therefore, by examinjng_ 
the hiftories of thofe countries, you may 
be informed of every thing you. de(ire. 

' Aod 
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And now the frofi. had continued for 

feveral weeks, and Tommy had taken ad­

vantage of the evenings, which generally 

proved clear and ftar-ligbt, to improve his 

knowledge of the heavens. He had al· 

ready ornamented his paper globe with 

feveral of the mofi remarkable confiella­

tions. Around the pole-flar he had dif­

covered Perfeus and Andromeda, and 

Cepheus, and Caffiopeia's chair. Between 

thefe and the bright Orion, which rofe 

every night and glittered in the fouth, he 

difcovered feven fmall ftars that were fet 

in a clufier, and ca1l.ed the Pleiades. Then)) 

underneath Orion, he difo:overed another 

glittering ftar, called Sirius or the Dog-ftar. 

All tbefe, he continually obferved, journey­

ed every night from eaft to weft,_ and then 

appeared the evening after in their former 

places. Hovf fi:range it is, obferved Tom­

my one day to Mr.. Barlow, that all rhefe 

fiars fhould be continually turning about 

the earth? How do you know, replied Mr. 

Barlow, that they turn at all ? 
G 4 TOMMY. 
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TOMMY. 

Becaufe I fee tLem move every night .. 
rv1 r. BAR LO\V. 

But, h.o\v are you fu:-e, that it is the fl:a~s. 
which move ev~ry night, and not the earth 
itfelf? 

Tommy confidered and [aid, But then 
1 fhould fee the earth move an<l the ffars. 

·Hand ihll. 

"' 
Mr. BAR LOW. 

V 7 bat, did you never ride in a coach t 
TOMMY. 

Yes, firi v.ery often. 

M1< BARLOW . 

And did you -then fee that t~1e coach 
moved, as you fat ftill and went along · a 
level road? 

,, 

TOMMY. 

No, fir, I protdl I have often thought 
that the hou!es, and trees, and all Lhe· coun­
try, glided fwiftl y along by the windows 
of the coach . 

Mr. RARLOW . 

And djd you-nei~-fail in a · boat? 
ToM .1Y,. 
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TOMMY. 

Yes, I have, and I protefl:, I have ob­

ferved the fame thing; for I remember, I 

~1ave often thought the ihore was runnmg 

away - from the boat, infiead of the boat 

from the il1ore. 
Mr. BARLOW. 

If that is the cafe, it is poilible that even 

though the earth fhould move, inflead of 

the fiars, that you m1ght -only fee what you 

do at prefent, and imagine, that the earth 

you are upon, was at reft. 

TOMMY. 

But is it not more likely, that fuch Jitt1e 

things as the ftars and fun fl1ould move., 

than fuch a large thing as the earth? 

Mr. BARLOW. 

And how do you know that the fiars and 

fun are fo fm all? 

TOMMY. 

I fee them to be fo, fir. The fiars are 

fo fmall that they are hardly to be feen at 

21l,, and the fun itfelf, w ~ich is much larger,._ · 
G 5 does· · 

• I 
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does not feem bigger than a fmaH round: 

table. 
The day after this converfat-ion,. as the· 

weather was bright and clear, Mr:. Barlow 
went out to walk with Harry and Trn.nmy. 

As, by tbis time, Tommy was inured to 

fatigue, and able to walk many m-iles, they 

continued their excurfion over the hills, tiH 
at ]aft they came in fi.ght of the fea. As 

they were diverting tbemfelves with the 
imrnenfe profpeEl of water that was before 

them, Mr. Barlow perceived fomething 

floating at a diflance, fo fmall as to be 
fcarcely difcernible by the eye. He point­
ed it ou.t to Tommy, who with fome diffi­

culty was able to diftinguifl1 it, and afaed 

him what he thought it was. 
Tommy anfwered, that he i-magined it 

to be fome little fifhing boat,. but could not 

well tell on account of the diflance • 

.I\1r. B,\RLOW. 

If you do not then fee a fbip, what is it 
you do fee, or ~hat does that objea appear 
to your eyes ? 

TOMM Y I> 
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TOMMY. 

All that I can fee, is no more than a 

little dufky fpeck, which feefns to grow 

bigger and bigger. 
Mr. BARLOW. 

And what is th.e reafon it gr~s bigger 
and bigger? 

TOMMY. 

Becaufe it comes nearer a.nd nearer to 

-me. 
Mr. BARLOW. 

What, then, does the fame thing fome­
tim-es appear fmall, and fometimes _great? 

TOMMY. 

Yes, fir, it feems fmall when it is at a 

great diftarice; for I have obferved even, 

l;10ufes and churches, when you are fome 

miles difl:ant, feem to the eye very fmalL 

indeed: and now I obferved that _the veffel. 

is failing, towards us, and it is not,. as I ima­
gi.ned,_ a little fifhing boat, but a fhip with, 
a mafl:, for I beg.in to-difiinguif?. the fails. 

lVI r . Barlow walked on a little while by 
the fid.e of the fea, and prefently Tommy 

G fi, · ca1lecl. 
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ca1led out again: I proteft, l was miflaken ' 
again ; for it is not a veffel with one mall, 
as I thought a little while ago, but a fine 
large fbip with th;ce great mafis and all 
her fails before the wind. I believe fhe 
muft either be a large merchant-man or 
elfe a frigate: 

Mr. BARLOvv. 

Will yotl then take notice of what" you 
have now been faying? Vvhat was firfi only 
a little 'dufky fpeck, / became a veffel with 
one mafi, and now this veffel with one rnaft 
plainly appears a £hip of a very large fize 
with all her mafts, and fail-s, and rigging, 
complete. Yet all tbefe three appearances 
are only the . fame objea at different dif­
tances from your eye. 

TOMMY. 

Yes, fir; that is all very true indeed. ' 
Mr. BA-:RLOW. 

V✓hy, then, if the fhip which is now full 
in fight> ·were to tack about again, and fail 
away from us as fa{l as fhe approached juft 
now, what do you think would happen ? 

ToMMYa 
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It would grow 1efs and lefs, every minutei,. 
till it appeared a fpeck again. 

Mr. B~RLOW. 

You faid, I think, that the fun was a 

very fmall body, not bigger than a round 
table. 

TOMMY. 

Yes, fir. 
Mr. BARLOW. 

S-uppofing then he \.vere to be removed 
to a much greater difl:ance than he is at 
now, what wot1ld happen? Would he ap­
pear the fame to your eyes? 

Tommy confidered for fame time, and 
then faid, If the fhip grows lefa and lefsJ> 
til1 at lafl: it appears a mere fpeck, by going 
farther and farther> I fhould think the fun 
would do the fame. 

Mr. BARLOW. 

There you are p<erfectly right; there-
, fore, if the [ un were to depart farther anol 

farther from us, at laft he would appear no 

bigger than one of thofe twinkling ftars that 
you , 
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you fee at fo great a d.iflance above you:ir 
head. ;, 

1~o:MMY. 

That I perfeR1y comprehend.. -
Mr. BARLovv. 

But if, on the contrary, one of thofe· 
twinkling ftars were to approach nearer a-nd 
nearer to where you ftand, what do yo LL 

think wou.ld happen? Would. it frill appea~ 
of the fame Gze ? 

TOMMY •. 

No, .Gr. Th_e !hip as it came nearer to us-. 
appeared every moment larger, and t·here-· 
fore I think the fiar mu-fl: do the fame. 

Mr. BARLOW. 

Might it not then at laft appear a,s big as­
the fun now does; jufi: as the fun would 
dwindle away to the uze of a ftar, were it to. 
~e removed to a Hil-1 greater diftance ?' 

TOMMY. 

Indeed~ I think it might. 
Ivlr. BAR 1ovv.' 

What then d0 you imagine muft happen~. 
could 

.,, 
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could the fun approach a great deal nea-rer 

to us-?· Would bis fize remain the fame ?. 

TOMMY. 

No:, I plainly fe~ that he mufl: appear 

bigger and bigg('.:r, the nearer he comes. 

Mr. BARLOvV. 

If that is the cafe,_ it is- not fo very certain 

that the earth we inhabit is bigger than the 

f u,n and flars--. They are· at a very great 

-difta~ce from us,; therefote, if any body 

could go fr.om the earth towards the f ua,, 

how do you think the earth would appeat 

to him as he j_ourneyed on? 
ToMMY •. 

Really,. I can hardly ten. 

M.r. BAR Low·. 

No: \i\Thy is it not the fame thing, w he~· 

ther an obje8: goes from you, or you from1 

the objea r Is there any difference between{ 

the fbjp's failing away from us,. and our 

walking away from the [hip? 

TOMMY. 

No,, fir~ 
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Ivlr. BARLOW. 

Did you not fay, that if the fun could be 

removed farther -from our eyes, it would 

appear lefs ? 
TOMMY. 

To be fure it would. 

Mr. BARLovv. 

,vhy then, if the earth were to fink down 

from under our feet, lower and lower, what 

would happen? Would it have the fame 

appearance ? 
ToMMY. 

No, fir; I think it mu ft appear lefs and 

lefs, like the fl1ip when it is failing away. 
Mr. BARLo,v. · 

Very right, indeed. But now attend to 

what I ail{ed you jufl: now: if a perfon 

could rife ilowly into the air, and mount 

fiill higher _and higher, towards the fun, _ 

what would happen? 
'TOMMY. 

Why the fame as if the earth were to 

fink from under us, it would appear lefs and 

lefs. 
Mr, 



~ANDFORD A ND MER Torr. 161 

:rv!r. BARLOW. 

Might not the earth then at leaft appear 

2s fmall as the fun or moon does? 
,...I~ o l\1 ~"1 v . 

I can hardly conceive that-And yet) I 

fee it wou:d appear lefs and lefs, the farther 

be went. 
Mr. BARLOW. 

Do you remember what happened to you, 

when you left the ifland of Jamaica? 

TOMMY. 

Yes, I do. One of the blacks held me 

upon the deckJ and then I looked towards 

,the if1and; and I thought that it began to 

move away from the fhip, though, in reality, 

it was tLe {hip moved away from the land. 

And then, as the {hip continued failing 

along the water, the ifland appeared lefs 

and lefs . Firfi, I loft fight of the trees a_nd 
houfes that flood upon the I'nore; and tben 

~ could only fee the higheft mountains; 

~nd thep I could fcarcely fee the mountains 

themfelves; and, at lafi:, the whole ifland 

ppear~d only like a dark mifi above the 

water 9, 

I 
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water; and then the mifl itfelf difappear_ed~ 
and I could fee nothing- but a vafr extent 
of water all round an d the fky above. 

M r. B A RLO \i.V • 

..l-\.nd mufl not this be exaEHy the cafe.,. 
if you (ou1d rife up into the air, higher and 
higher, and }€)Ok <low n itpon the earth ?. 

TOMMY. 
Indeed it mufi. 

- Mr. BARLOW. 

Now then you- will be able to anfwer· 
-the quefiion I afked you a litt le while ago:­
Could a perfon travel fhaight forward from 
-the earth to the fun, how would they both 
appear to him as he went forward? 

ToM M-Y. 

The earth would appear lefs and lefs a-s: 
'he went from it; and the fun bigg€r and' 
bigger. 

M-r. BAR L OW. 

Why, t:hen, perhaps it w_ould happen at 
laft, that the fun appeared bigger than the­
eartha 

To-MM if.., 
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TOMMY. 

Indeed it might. · 
Mr. BARLOW. 

Then you fee that you mufi no longer 

talk of the earth's being large, and the fun 

fmall, fince that may only happen, becaufe 

you are near the one, and at a great difiancc 

from the other. At leaft, you muft now be 

convinced, that both the fun and fi:ars muft -

be immenfely, bigger than you would at firft 

fight guefs them to he. 

As they were returning home, they hap•­

pened to pafs through a fmall town in their 

way, and faw a crowd of people going in~o 

an houfe, which gave Mr. Barlow th~ 

curiofity to inquire the reafon. They 

were told, that there was a wonderful per~ 

fon there, who performed a variety of 

firange and diverting experiments. Upon,, 

Tommy's exprelling a great defire to fee 

thefe curious exhibitions, Mr. Barlow took 

them both in, and they all feated themfelve& 

among the audi~nce. Prefently the pe-r .... 
forrne.re 
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former began his exhibitions, wh·ch very 
much di\·erted T Jmmy and furprized the 

fpe8ators. At length, after a variety of 
curious tricks upon cards, the conjurer de--, 
fired them to obferve a large bafon of 
water, with the figure of a little fwan float­
ing upon the furface. Gentlemen., faid the 
man, I have referved tl;is curious experi­
ment for the 1afi; becaufe it is the mo.ft: 
wonderful of all that I have to fhow, or 
that perhaps was ever exh1bited to the 
prefent hour. You fee that fwan; it is 
no more than a 1itt1e image without either 
fenfe or life. If you have any doubt upon 
the fl!bjecr, take it up in your hands and 
examine it. . Accordingly., feveral of the 
fpeaators took it up in their hands, and, 
after having examined it, fet it down again 
upon the water. Now, continued he, this 
fwan, which to you appears totally without 
fenfe or motion, is of fo extraordinary a 
nature that he knows me, his mafier, and 
will follow in any direaion that I command. 
Saying this, he took out a little piece of 

breadl 
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bread, and w bHHing to his bird, ordered 
him to come to the Gde of the bafon and 
be fed. Immediately, to the great furpr~ze 
of all the companj) the fwan turned ... bout 
and fwam to the fide of the bafon. The 
man whifiled again> and prefently tlie f'vvan 
turned bimfelf round, and purfur:d the hand 
of his mafier to the other fide of the bafon. 
The fpeElators could hardly believe their 
eyes, and fome of them got little pieces of 
bread, and held the,n out, imagining that 
he wouid do the fame to them. But it was 
in vain they whiflled and prefcnted their 
bi·ead; the b1rd remained unmoved upon 
th e water} and obeyed no enders but thofe 
of his mafler. vVhen this exhibition had 
been repeaied over and over again, to the 
extreme ~elight a 11d aftonifhment -of all 
prefent, the company rofe and difperfed;. 
and Mr, Barlow and the little boys purfued • 
their way home . 
. But Tommy's mind was fo engaged with 
~hat he had feen, that for fcveral days be 
could think and talk of nothing elfe. He 

would 
/ 
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would give· all that he had in_ rhe world, to 

find out this curious trick, and to be poffeff­

ed of fuch a fo,an. At length, - as ,he was 

one day talki~g to Harry upon the fubjeB:1 

Harry told him with a fmile, that he be .. 

lieved he had-found out the method of doing 

it; and that if he did not mifiake, he would 

· the next day fhow him a f wan that would 

come to be fed as well as the conjurer's. 

Accordi.ngly, Harry moulded a- bit of wax 

into the fhape of a fwan, and placed it upon 

a bafon of water. He then prefented to it 

a piece of bread, and, to the inexpreffible 

delight of Tommy, the fwa n purfued the 

bread juft as he had feen before. After he 

had feve'ral time diverted himfe]f wi th this 

experi·ment, he wan ted to be informed of 

the compofition of this wonderful_ fwan. 
~ 

Harry, thereforeJ fhowed him, within the 

body of the bird, a large needle, which lay 

acrofs it from one end to the other. In 

the bread with which the fwan was fed, he 

alfo fl1owed him concealed a fmall bar of 
. -

non. 'Tommy could not eomprehend all 

I this, 
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this, although he faw it before his eyes. 
But Mr. Barlow, who was prefent, taking 
,up the bar of iron, and puttin'g down feveral 
needles upon the table, Tommy ,,,.as in­
finitely furpri .2ed to fee the needles all jump 
up, 0!1e after another, at the approach of 
the bar, and fhoot towards it as if they had 
been poffeffed of life and fenfe. They 
then hung all about the bar fo firmly, that, 
though it ~.vas lifted into the air, they all 
remained f1,1fpended, nor ever quitted their 
hold. Mr. Barlow then placed a key upon 
the table, and putting the fron near it, the 
key aua·ched icfclf as firmly to the bar as 
the needles had done before. · All this ap­
peared fo furprizing to Tommy, that he 
begged an explanation of it from Mr. Bar;_ 
low. That gentleman told him, that there 
was a ftone often found in iron 1riines that 
was called the load-fione. This fione is 
naturally poffefled of the furprizing power -
of drawing to itfelf all pieces of iron that 
are not too large, nor pla·ced at too great a 
rlifiance. But what 1s equally extraordi-

nary 
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nary is, that iron itfe]f, after having been 

rubbed _upon the !oad-ftone, acquires the 

fame virtue· as the flone itfelf, of atrraB:­

ing other iron. For this purpofe, they 

take fmall bars of iron and rub them care-

- fully upon the load-ftone, and when they 

have acquired this very extraordinary power, 

they call them magnets. \~/hen Harry 

had feen the exhibiti.on of the fwan, upon 

revolving it over in his mind, he began to 

fufpeB: that it was performed entirely by 

the power of magnetifm. Upon his talk­

ing to me about the affair> I confirmed him 

in his opin:on, and furnifhed him with a 

fmail magnet to put into the bread, and a 

large n~ed!e to conceal in the body of the 

bird. So this is the explanation of the 

feat, which fo much puzzled you a few days 

pafl:. l\rI r. Barlow had fcarcel y done fpea k­

ing, when Tommy obferved another curious 

property of the fwan, which he had not 

found out before. This bird, when left 

to itfelf, conftantl y refted in one par­

ticular direB:ion; and that direElion was 
full 
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full north and fouth. Tommy inquired 
the reafon of this, and Mr. Barlow gave 
him this additional explanation. The perfons 
that firft difcovered the wonderful powers 
of the load fione in communicating its 
virtues to iron, diverted thetnfelves, as we 
do now, in touching needles and f rnall 
pieces of iron, which they made to float 
upon water, and attra8.ed them about with 
other pieces of iron. But it was not long 
before they found out~ as you do ' now, 
another furprizing property of_this wonder­
ful ft-one. They obferved, that when a 
needle had once been touched by the load­
fione, if it was left to float up-on the water 
without refiraint, it would invariably turn 
itfelf towards the north. In a il1ort time., 

-they improved the difcovery farther, and 
contrived to fu[pend the middle of the 
needle upon a point, fo looiely that it 
could move about in every direclion. -
This they covered with a glafs-cafe, and 
hy this means they al ways had it in their 
power -to find out all the quarters of the 
heavens and earth. · ' 

VOL, l I, I-I TOM M Y, 
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TOMMY. 

-was this difcovery of any great ufe? 

Mr. BARLOW. 

Before this time, they had no other 

·method of finding their way along the fea, 

·but by obferving the fiars. They knew 

:by experience, in what parts of the fky 

:certain fiars appeared ar every feafon of the 

·year, and this enabled them to difcover 

Eafi, \Vefl:, North, and South. But when 

.they fet out froin their own country by fea, 

they knew in which dire&ion the place was 

fituated, which they \Vere going to. If it 

·lay to tbe eall, they had only to keep the 

head_ of tl e {hip turned full to that quarter 

of the heavens, and they would arrive at 

the place tl ,ey were going to; and tl:is tbey 

were enabled to do by obfcrving tbe fiars. 

But· frequently the weather was thick, and 

the {lars o 101.ge: appeared; and then i:!1ey 

were left to "'ander about the palb1efa 

ocean witbuut the fmalleit track to guide 

them in their cour re. 
TOMMY. 

. roor penp e, tLe) mufi be in a dreadfu I 
fituatio11 

• I 
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fituation indeed, torr -about on fuch an im .. 
n1enfe place as the [ea, in the middle of a 
dark night, and not able even to guefs at 
their fituation. 

Mr. BARLow·. 
For this reafon .they feldom dared to 

venture out of fight of ihore, for fear of 
1ofing their way: .by which means, all 
their voyages were long and tedious; for 
they were obliged tq make th.em feveral_ 
times as long as they woul<l have done, could 
they have -taken the fl rajght and neareft 
way. But foon afrer the difcoveq., of this 
_.admirable property of the load -flone, they 
found tha.t the needle which had been thus 
pr_epared, w_as ca_pable of fhowing them the 
different points of the heavens even in the~ 
.cla. rkeft night. This enabled hem to fail 
with greater fecurity, .and to venture boid'ly 
.upon the ,1mm-enfe oc-ean, which they had _ 
-always feared before. 

'foMMY. 

How extraordinary, that a l1tt1e fl:one 
!hould enao1e people to ·crofs the fea and 

I-I 2 to 
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to find their way from one country to an­

other! But I wonder why they take all 

tbe[e pains. 
J\,1 r. B A R Lo vv. 

That you need not wonder at, when you 

confider that one country frequemly pro­

duces what another does not; and therefore, 

by exchanging their different commodities, 

both may live more conveniently than they 

did before. 
HARRY. 

But does not almoft every country pro­

duce all that is neceffary to fupport the in­

habitants of it? and therefore they might 

live, I {hould think, even though they re­

ceived nothing from any other country. 

Mr. BARLOW. 

So might your -fathe,r live _perhaps upon 

the produRions of ,his own farm; but he 

fornetimes fells :hi-s ·cattle to purchafe 

clothes; fometimes his corn to purchafe 

cattle. Then he frequently exchanges with 

his neighbours one kind of grain for an­

other, and thus their mutual conveniency 

1S 
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is better promoted than if each were to 
confine himfelf to the produce of his own 
land. At the fame time it is true, that 

_ every coun;ry which is inhabited by men, 
contains v--ichin itfelf all that is neceilary for 
their fubfifrence; and what they bring from 
other ccu ntries, is frequent I y more hurtful 
than fal utary to them-: 

HARRY. 

_ I have beard you fay tbat even in Green­
land, the coldefl and rnofi: uncomfortable 
country in the world, the inhabitants pro­
cure tbemfelves neceffaries, and live con­
tented. 

TOMMY. 

What is there a part of the world fiill 
colder than Lapla11d-? 

Mr-. BAR Lov.r. 

Greenland is fiill fa rt her north., and there­
fore colder and more barren. The ground 
is there co-vered with eternal fnows, which 
never melt even in the fummer. There are 
fcarcely any animals to be found excepting _ 

. bears, that live by preying upon fifh. 
H 3 There 
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There are no trees grow upon any part of 

the country, fo that the inhabitants have 

nothing to build their houfes with except­

ing the planks and trees which the fea 

wafhes away from other countries, and 

]eaves upon their coaft. "'\1Vith thefe they 

ere 8. large cabins, where feveral families 

live together. The fides of thefc huts are 

cornpofed of earth and fiones, and the top 

fecured with turf; in a fhort time t1 e 

whole is fo cemented with frofl, that it is 

impenetrable to the weather during the 

whole winter. Along the fides of the build­

jng are made feveral partitions, in each of 

which a Greenlander lives with his family. 

Each of thefe families has a fmall lamp 

continually burning before them, by mean.s 

of which they cook their food and light 

themrelves, and, what is equally necelfary 

in fo cold a country, keep up an agreeab~c­

warmth throughout their apartment. They 

have a few deer which fornetimes vilJt them 
I 

in the fumrner, and which the Greenlan<lers 

kill whenever they can catch lhcm; but 

9 thev 
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they are a1mofl c>ntirely defiitute of all ,the 

vegetables which ferve as nourifhrnent to 

man: fo that they are ob liged to be con .. 

t-inually upon the fea in order to catch fiil1 
for their maintenance . -

TOMMY. 

What a dreadful life mufl that be 1n a , 

~ountry which is [o cold ·! 

Mr. BAR LOvv . 

In confequence of that extreme cold., 

thofe northern -feas are full of fuch immenfe 

quantities of ice, that they are fo me times 

almofl: covered with . them. Huge pieces 

come floating down, which are not only; 

as big as the largefl houfes, but even r:e­

femble f mall mountains. Thefe are fome­

times dallied again r[ each other by the 

winds, with fuch immen{e force, that they,. 

would crufh the ftrongefl [hip to pieces, and 

with a noife that exceeds the report of cJ~ 

cannon. Upon thefe pieces of ice are fre ... 

quently feen white bears of an enormoui 

fize; which have either fallen afleep upon 

them and fo been car--ried away, or have 

~ 4 , flraggled 
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{-lraggled over thofe icy hills in fearch of 
fifh. 

TOMMY. 

And'~ it poffible that the inhab.itants 
of fuch a country can find enough in it for 
all their nece:fli.ties? 

Mr. BARLOW. 

, The neceffi.ties of life are very few, and 
are therefore to be found even in the moft 
rugged climates, if men are not wanting 
to themfelve8> or deficient in in<luf1ry. 11 
plentiful countries like this, and rnofi of 
the more temperate c1imates, great num­
bers are maintained in idlenefs, and imagine 
tbat they are only born to live upon the 
labour of others. But in fuch a country 
a.s Greenland is defcribed to be, it requires 
continual exertion to procure the fimpleft 
fupport of human life ; and the refore 110 

one can live at all, who will not employ 
himfelf in the fame manner as his nei uh-o 
hours. 

TOMMY. 

You faid tbat thefe people h~1d neither 
fleJh 
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flelli nor corn; do they then c1othe them­
felves with the :fkins of fob as well as live 
upon them? 

Mr. BARLo,v. 

There is in- thofe feas a peculiar fpecies 
of animal called a feal. He is nine or ten 
feet long, and has two frnall feet before, on 
which he is able to walk a little upon the 
fhore; for he frequently comes out of the 
fea, and fleeps, or amufes himfelf upon the 
land, or ice. His body is very large, and 
full of oil, and behind he has two legs which 
refemble fins, with which he fwims in the 
water. This animal is the confiant prey 
of the Greenlander, and furnifhes him with 
all he wants. The flefh he eats, the fat 
ferves him to feed his lamp, which is almoft 
as nercffary as focd itfelf in that cold 
clim r;t e. Wit_h the Ikn he compofes clothes 
that are irr 1itne trable to · he water, or lines 
the infide of his hut to keep 0ut the wea­
ther. As this animal is fo .neccffary to the 
exiftence of a Greenlander, it is his greateft 
glory to chace and take him,_ For this pur• 

H 5 pofel> 
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pofe, be places hirnfelf in a fmall narrow 
boat> the top of which is covered_ over with 
the fkins of feals, and·clofes round the mid 0 

dle of the fiihe.r fo tight as entirely to ex­

clude the water. He has a long .oar, or 
paddle, broad at both ends, which he dips­
firfl: on one fide, then on the other, and 
rows along with incredible f wiftnefs, over. 
the rougheft feas. He carrie3 with him an 
harpoon, .which is a kind of lance, or jave­
lin, tied to a krng thong, at the end of 
-which is fixed a bladder, or fome other­
light thing that finks with difficulty . When 

the fifherman is thus prepared, he !kirn:i 
lightly along the waters., till h@ perceives at? 
a diflance one of thefe animals floating· 
upon the furfare. The Greenlander then 
approaches him a-s foftly as he is able, and. 
if poffible, contrives tha·t the animal {hall­
l1ave the w-ind and fun in his eyes. When­
he is fufficiently near, he throws his, har­
po.on, and generally wounds the creature;. 
:in whic::h cafe, he inilantly hurries away, and-

- carnes with him the thong and bladder~ 
But 
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But it is not Jong before he is compe11ed 

to rife again to the furface of the water to 

, breathe; and then the Greenlander, who 

bas been purfuing him all the time, attacks 

him anew, and difpatcbes him with a fbort er 

lance, which he has brought with him for 

that purpc[e. He tben ties his prey to his 

boat, and tows it after him to his family, 

who receive it with joy, and drefs it for his 

fupper. Although the fe poor people live a 

life of fuch continual fatigue, and are obliged 

to ·earn _their _food with fo much hardil1ip, . 

they are generous and hofpitable in the 

management of ic; for not a perfon . prefenL 

but is invi ted to partake of .the feaft: and a 

Green lander would think himfelf difhonour­

ed for life, that f11 oul<:1 be thought capable . 

of wifhing to keep it all to himfelf. 

TOMMY. 

1 think it feems as if tbe lefs"people had., , 

the more generous they are of it. 

Mr. BARLOW. 

1 hat is not unfrequentlf the care, andl 

fl1ould be a 1effon to many of our rich at 

H .Q home_.,, 
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home, who imagine that they have nothing 
to do with their fortune but to- throw it away 
upon their pleafures; while there are fo 
many thou.fancls in want of the common_ 
neceffaries ofJife. 

TOMMY. 

But pray, fir, have you no· more parti­
culars to tell me about there Green landers?' 
For I think it is t-he mofi curious account I 
ever heard in my life. 

Mr. BARLOW. 

1.:-here is another very onious particula r 
indeed to be mentioned of thefe countries: 

•jn thefe fea:s is fou-nd the· largefi animal in 

the world; an immenfe fifh which is caUed 
the whale. 

To-MMY. 

Oh dear!' I have heard of that ex.traord{i­
Tiary animal. And p-ray, fi.r, dot.he G reeD­
landeFs ever ca-tch them? 

Mr. B-AR Low. 

Thew hale i~ of fuch a prodigions fize, 
that he fometimes reac:hes feventy or eighty~ 
or even more than an h~nd1;ed£eet in length~ 

lle 
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He is from ten to above tw<."nty feet in 
height, and every v.iay large in proportion. 

\Vhen he fwims along the feas, he appears 
rather like a large ve!fel floati11g upon the 

waters, than a fifl1. He has two holes in 

his head, through which he blows out water 

to a great height in the air, immenfe fins, and 

a lail with which he almofl: raifes a tempeft 

when he 1afhes the fea with it. Vv ould you 

not believe that fuch an animal was the moft 

dreadful of the whole brute creation ? 
TOMMY. 

Indeed, fir, 1 fl1ould; I iliou1d think that 

fuch a fifh would overfet whole 1hips, and 

devour the failors. 
Mr. BARLOW. 

Far fro·m it-it is one of the n1oft in­

nocent in refpect to man, that the ocean 

produces; nor dots he ever do him the 

leafl hurt, unlefs by accidentally overturn­
ing veGels. with his enormous bulk. The 

food he lives upon is chiefly [mall fifh, and 
particularly herrings. Thefe firn are bred 

in f uch prodigious ihoals, amid the ice of 
thofe 
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thofe northern climates, that the fea 1s ab .. 
folutely covered with them for miles to­
gether. Then it is that the hungry whale 
purfues them, and thins their numbers; by 
f wallowing thoufands of them jn their 
courfe. 

HARRY. 

VVbat n~mbers in.deed muft fuch a pro­
digious fifh devour of thofe fmall animals ! 

l\,1r. BAR LOW. 

The wbale in his tqrn falls a prey to the 

cruelty and avarice of man. Some indeed 
are caught by the Green landers, who have 
a fufficient ·excufe for perfecuting bim with 
continual attacks, in their total want of 
vegetables and every fpecies of food which 
the earth · affords. But the Europeans, who 
are too nice and f queami (h to eat his flefh, 
fend out greaJ numbers of fhi-ps, every year, 
to deHroy the poor whale, merely for the 
fake of ·rhe oil which bis body contains, 
and the elaftic bones which afe known 
by the name of wh .:i le-bone., and applied to . 
feveral purp.ofes .. ·vvhen thofe that go upon· 

this -. 
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this dangerous expedition difcern a whale 

floating at a difiance, they infiantly fend out 

a large boat to purfue him. Some of the 

men row along as gently as poffible, while 

the perfon that is appointed to attack the 

fifh, ftands upon the fore-part of the boat, 

holding in his hand a fharp harpoon, w·th 

which he is prepared to wound his prey. 

This is fafiened to a long cord which lies 

ready coiled up in the boat, fo that they 

may let it out in a;1 infianf, when the fiI11 

is firuck; for f uch is bis prodigious force, 

that il1ould the leafl impediment occur to 

Hop the rope in its paffage, he would in­

fl:antJy draw the boat after him down to the 

bottom of the fea.. In order to prevent 

thefe dangerous accidents, a man ftands 

conflantly ready to divide the rope with an 

hatchet, in cafe it fhould happen to tangle; 

and another is continually pouring water 

over it, for fear the fwiftnefs of the motion 

fhould make it tak.e fire. The poor whale 

that is thus wounded, darts away with an in­

conceivable rapidity, and generally plunges 
to 
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to the bottom of the fea They have a 
prodigious quaJ1tity of cord ready to let out, 
and w h n their fiore is exhau ~ ed, there are 
generally other boats ready to fupply more. 
Thus is the poor animal overpowered and 
killed, .in fpite of his immenfe bulk and 
irrefiftib]e 11:renrrth: for gradually wearied 
with his own efforts and the lofs of blood, 
he foon relaxes in his fpeed, and rifes 
again to the top of the water. Then it is 
that the fifhers, who have purfued him all 
the time with the hopes of fuch an oppor­
tunity, approach him anew, and attack bi m 
with frefh harpoons; till in the end his 
ftrength is entirely exhaufied, the waves _ 
thernfelves are tinged with a _bloody colc1 ur 

~ from /his innu11 erable wounds, and he 
writhes himfelf about in {hong convu1fions 
and unutterable pain. Then the conflict is 
foon at an end; in a fh ort time be breathes 
his 1a1~, and turning upon his back, floats 
like [t •1 .c large veffel uµon the furfoce of 
t ·ie ea. The fifhcrs then approach, and 
cut off the fins and other valuable pans, 

which 
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which they Row on board their fhips; the 
fat or blubber, as it is often called, is re­

ceived into large hogOJeads, and when boil­
ed to purify it, compofes the common oil 
which is applied to fo many ufeful purpofes. 
The ·remains of this vafl bodv are left a 

' 
prey to other fifh and to the Green land ers, 

,vho carefully collect every fr~.gment wl ich 

they can find, and apply it to their own ufe. 
Sometimes they go to purfue the whale 
tbernfodvcs; but when th ey do, it h; in 
large numbers, and tl-iey attack him nearly 
in the fame manner with the Europeans: 
only as they are not fo well fuppli t d with 

cord, they fix the fkins of feals, which they 

have inflated with air, to the end of the 
thongs which are tied to their harpoons; 
and this ferves b Jth to weary out the fifh 
wh() drags them with him under the water, 

and to difcover him the infi:ant he ap­

proaches to the furface. 

HAr-<RY. 

I cannot help pitying the poor wriale that 

is thus perfecuted for the fak,e of his f poi ls~ 

vVhy 
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Why cannot man let this poor beafi: live 
unmolefl:ed in the midfi of the fnows and: 
ice in which he was born? 

Mr. BA\LO-W. 

You ought to know enough of_ the world.., 
to be fenfihle, that the defire of gain will 
tempt men upon every expedition. How­
ever, in this cafe· you {hould confider, that' 

the whale himfelf js continually fupported' 
by rnurdering thoufands of herrings and 
other [mall fifh; fo that, were they poffeffed 
of reafon, they would wekorne the Eu~o .. 

peans who came to defiroy their enemies,. 
_ as friends and benefactors. 

TOMMY. 

Bnt pray, fir, how do the little boys 
amufc tbernfelves in fuch a difmal country; 
do their fathers tL1ke them out a fifhing 
·with them ? 

- Mr. BARLOW. 

V/hen tbe men come home all covered ' 
with wet and icicles, and fit dovvn comfort­
ably in their buts to feaft upon their prey, 
their common converfalion is about the 

dangers. 
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dangers and accidents they have met with 

in their expedition. AG reenlande r relates, 

how he bounded over the waves to furprize 

a rnonflrous fcal ; how be pierced the 

animal with bis harpoon, wbo had liked to 

have dra gged the Loat with him under the 

water; how he attacked him again in clofer 

combat: how the beaO:, enraged with his 

wounds, rufhed upon him in order to de­

firoy him with his teeth ; and how in the 

end, by courage ·and p.erfeverance, he tri­

umphed over his adverfary, and brought 

him fafe to land. All this he relates wjth 

the vehemence and intereft which people 

naturally feel for things which concern 

-them nearly; he £lands in the midi1 of his 

count rymen , and defcri bes every minute 

ci rcumH:ance of his adventures: the little 

chi ldren gather round, and greedily catch 

the relation; they feel themfcl ves in terefl:ed 

in every circurnHancc; they bear, and wiih 

to {hare in the toils and glory of their 

fathers. When tbey are a little bigge r, they 

exercifo themfel ves in f rna.11 faifE, with 

which 
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which thev learn to overcome the waves. , 

Nothing can be more dangerOLlS, -or require 
greater dexterity than the management of a 
Greenlander's boat. The leaft tbing over­
fets it, and then the man, who cannot difen­
gage himfe_lf from the boat which is fafien­
ed to his middle, finks down below the 
waves, and is inevitably drowned if he can­
not regain his balance. The only hope of 
doing this is placed in the proper applica­
tion of Lis oar; aud therefore the dex trous 
management of this implement forms the 
·early fiudy of the young_Greenlanders. In 
their fportive parties they row about in a 
thoufand different manners; they dive ur.der 
their boats, and then fet them to rights with 
their paddle;· they learn to glide over the 
rougbeft billows, and face the greatefi dan­
gen; with intrepidity: till in the end they 
acquire fufficient firengtb and addrefs to 
fifh themfelves, and to be admitted into the 
~lafs of men. 

HARR y. 

Pray, fir, is this the couqtry where men 
travel 
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travel about upon fledges that are drawn 
by dogs? 

TOMMY. 

Upon fledges drawn by dogs? That 
mufl be droll indeed. J had no idea that 
,Jogs could ever draw carriages. 

:rv1 r ~ B AR L o w . 
The country -yot1 are [peaking of is call­

ed Kamtkhatka; it is indeed a cold and 
dreary country, but very d1flant from 
Greenland. Tbe inhabitants there train up 
large dogs, which they harnefs to a fledge, 
upon which the mafrer fits, and fo performs 
his jouTney along the fnow and ice. All 
the futnrner the dogs are turned loo[e to 
fhift for thernfclves, and prey upon the re­
mains of fifh, which they find upon the 
ihore or the banks of rivers; for fiil1 is the 
common food of all the inhabitants. In 
the winter the Kamtfchatkans affernble their 
dogs, and uf e them for the purpofes I have 
mentioned. They have no reins to govern 
their dogs, or fiop them in their courfe; 
but the driver fits upon his fledge, and 

6 
keeps 
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keeps himfelf as fl:eady as he is able, hold­

ing in bis hand a fl1ort ftick w bich he throws 

at the d,Jgs, if they .difpleafe him, and 

catches again with great dexterity as be 

pafies. This way of travelling i not with­

out danger; for the temper of the dogs is 

foch, d-~; t when they defcend hills and flip­

pery places, and pafs through woods where 

the driver is expo!ed to wound himfelf 

wiLh tbe branches and (lumps, they always 

quic1-:en their p~lce. The fame is obferved 

in cafc ~bet r mafler fhould fall off, which they 

i nflantl y difcover by the fu ,klen l ightncfs of 

the carriage ; for then they fet off at fuch a 

rate that it is difficult to ovenake them. 

The only remedy which the Kamtfcbatka,n 

finds, is to throw himfelf at his length upo 

the ground, and lay hold on the empty 

fledge, fuffering himfelf to be thus dragged 

along tbe earth, till tbe dogs through weari­

nefs abate their fpeed. Frequently in their 

journies, thefe travellers are forprized by 

unexpected ftorms of wind and fi ow, which 

render it .impraElicable to proceed farther. 

How 
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I:-Iow ill would an European fare to be thus 

.abandoned1 -at the difiance pei h2ps of an 

-hundred miles, or more, from any h,1 bi table 

place; expofed without f11elter in the niidft 

-0f extenfive plains, and unable to procure 

,either food or fire? But the bai-dy native 

.of thefe cold climates, in ured from his in­

.fancy to fupport difficulties> and alniofl fu­

perior to the elements, feeks the {helter of 

the firft foreft. he can find ; then wrapping 

himfelfround in his warm fur garment he fi ts 

with his legs under him, and thus bundled 

up fuffers himfelf to be cov ered round w1th 

the fnow, except a (mall hol:= which he 

leaves for the cooveni en cy of bre,:ttbing. In 
this manner he lies _with bis dogs around 

bim, wbo affifi in keeping him warm, fome­

,times feveral .days; till the fiorm is pafl:, 

the roads are paffable, ar,id he is able to 

purfue his journey again. 
TOMMY. 

I co1,1ld not have conceived it poffible, 

that n1en fhould be able to firuggle with fo 

.many hardfh ips. But do not the poor peo­
ple 
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ple that inhabit thefe cold climates, quic 
them, whenever they can find .an oppor­
tunity, and come to fetde in thofe that are 
warmer? 

Mr. BARLOvv. 

Not in the lea fl. "\ Vhen they hear that 
there are no feals to be caught in other 
countries, they fay that they rnuft be wreLch­
ed indeed, and much inferior to their own. 
Befides, they have in general fo great a 
contempt for all the Europeans, that they 
have no inclination to vifit the countries 
which they inhabit. 

TOMMY. 

How can that be ? How can a parcel of 
wretched, ignorant fa \'ages, defpife men that 
are fo much fuperior to· them felves ? 

Mr. B ARLOW. 

This is not what they are quite [o \\'ell 
convinced cf. Tbe G recnlanders, for in­
fiance, fee that the Europeans that vifit 
them, are much inferior to themfelves in 
the art of managing a boat or catching 
feals; in fhort, in every thing which they 

find 
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find moil ufeful .to fupport life. For this 
reafon they conGder them all with very 
great contempt, and look upon them as lit~ 
tle better than barbarians. 

TOMMY. 

That is very impertinent indeed, and I 
fhould like to convince them pf their folly~ 

Mr. BARLOW. 

\Vhy, do not you look upon yourfelf as 
much fuperior to your black ferv~its, and 
have I not often heard you exprefs great 
contempt for them? 

TOMMY. 

· 1 do not defpife them now fo much as I 
u[ed to do. Befides, fir, ~ only think my .. 
[elf fomething betfer becaufe I have been 
brought up like a gentleman. 

Mr. BAR Low. 

A gentleman ! I have never exaHly un-­
dedtood what a gentleman is, according to 
your notions. 

TOMMY. 

vVhy, fir, when a perfon is not brought 
up to work, and has fcveral people to wait 

· VoL. 11. I · upon 
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upon hini, like my father and mother, then 
he is a gentleman. 

Mr. BARLOW. 

And then he has a 1 ight to derpifc others, 
has he? 

T o :MMY. 

I do not fay that, fir, neither. But he is, 
however, fuperior to them. 

Mr. BARLOW . 
t 

Superior in what ? In the art of cu 1 ti ya-

ting the ground to raife food, and making 
clothes or houfes? 

TOMMY. 

No, :fir, not that; for gentlemen never 
plough the ground or buiid houfes. 

Mr. BAR Lo"'' . 
Is he then fuperior in knowledge? Were 

you, who have been brought up a gentle­
man, fuperior to all the reft of the world 

\vhen you came here ! 
TOMMY. 

To be fure, fir., when I came here, I did 
not know as much as I do now. 

Mr. 
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Mr. BA RLO\V. 

If then you, when you knew nothing and 
:could do nothing, thought yourfel-f fuperior 
to the refl of the world, why !hould you 
wonder tha-t men, who really excel others 
in thofe things whjch they fee abfolutely 
neceffary, rnould have the fame good opi ◄ 
nion of themfel ves ? \Ve.re you to be in 
Greenland, for infrance, how would yo_u 
prove you-r own fupe-r-iority and irnpor◄ 
.tance .? 

TOMMY. 

I would tell them th0.t I had always been 
well brought up at borne. 

Mr. BARLOW. 

That they wot1ld not believe; they would 
fay, that they faw you w·ere totally unable 
to do any thing ufefu1; to guide a boat; to 
fwim the feas; to procure yourfelf the leaff 
fuft @nan ce; fo that you would. perif11 with 
hunger, jf they did not charitably afford 
you now and then a bit of whale or fea1. 
And as to your being a gentleman, they 
would not underfland the word; nor would 

I 2 they 
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:they comprehend, why one man who is 
naturally as good as· his fellow-creature, 
.:fhould fubmit to the caprice of another and 
obey him. 

Indeed, anfwered Tommy, I begin to 

think that 1 am not fo much better than 

other~, as I ufed to do. 

Mr. BARLOW. 

The more you encourage that thought, 
the more likely you are to acquire real 
fuperiority and excellence; for great and 
generous minds are Iefs expofed to that 
ridiculous vanity -than weak and childifl1 

ones. 

A few evenings after this converfation, 
when the night was remarkably clear, Mr. 

Barlow called his two pupils into the gar­
den, where there was a long hoHow tube 
fufpended upon a frame. Mr. Barl ow then 
placed Tommy upon a chair, and bade him 
look through it; which he had fcarcely 

done, when he cried out, What an extra­
ordinary fight is this ? What is the matter? 

faid 
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faid Ivir. Barlow. I fee, replied Tommy, 
what I fhould take for the moon, were it 

not a great many times b:gger; and fo near 

to me that I can a I rn oft to u ch i L vV hat 

you fee, anfwered Mr. Barlow frnlling> is 

the moon itfelf. This glafs has indeed the 

power of making it appear to your eye, as 

it would do, could you approach a great deal 
nearer: but ftill it is nothing but the moon; 
and from this fiogle experime17t you may 
judge of the different fize which the fun and 

• 
all the other heavenly bodies would appear 

to have, if y_ou could advance a great deal 
nearer to them. Tommy was delighted 
with this new fpe8acle: the moon, he faid; 
viewed in this manner, was the moff glorious 

.fight he had ever feen in his life. And. :E ._ 

protefi, added he, it feems to be fhaded in 
fuch a manner, that it alrnofl refembles land 
and water. What you fay, anf wered Mr. 
Barlow, is by no means unreafonable : the 
moon is a very large body, and may be, for , 

aught we know, inhabited like the earth. 
Tommy waJ more and more afionifhed at 

I 3 the 
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the introdu8ion of all thefe new jdeas; but 
what Le was particular I y i nquiG tive about 
w?s, to know the reafon of this extraordinary 
change in tbe appearance of obje8s, only 
by looking through an hollow tube with a 
bit of giafs fixed into it. .All this, replied 
Mr. Barlow, I will, if you defire it, one 
day explain -to you; but it is rather too 
long and difficult to undertake it at the 
prefent moment : when you are a little 
farther advanced in fome of the things 
which you are now fiudying, you will com­
prehend me better. f-Iowever., before we 

retire to-night, I will !how you fomething 
more which will perhaps equ.ally fu.rprize 
you. They then returned to the houfe, 

and 1\1r. Barlow, who had prepared every 
thing for his intended exhihition, led Tom­
my into a room, where he obferved nothing 
but a lantern upon the floor, and a white 
fheet bung up againfl: the wall. Tommy 
laughed, and faid he did not fee any thing 
very curious in all that. ¥/ e 11, faid 1\1 r. 
Barlow, perhaps I may furprize you yet,_ 

before 
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before I have done; let us at lec1 ft light up 

the lantern that you may fee a little clec:ircr. 

lvir. Barlow then lighted a lamp, \\ hich 
was within the lantern, and extinguifhed all. 

the other candles; and Tommy was in­
flantlv firuck with aftoniil1ment, to {~e a 

J 

gigantic figure of a man leading along a 

large bear, appear upon the wall and glide 

flowly along the fl1ect. As he was ;:id­
miring this wonderful fight, a large monl<cy.,. 

dreffed up in the habit of man, appeared 
and followed the bear; after him came an 

old woman trundling a barrow of fruit; and 

then two boys, who however were as big as 
men, that feemed to be fighting as they 
paffed. Tommy could hardly find words to 
exprefs his pleafure and admiration; and 
he intreated Mr. Barlow, in the mofi earneft 

n1anner, to explain to him the reafon of all 

there wonderful fights. At prefent, faid 

Mr. Barlow, y.ou are not fufficiently ad­

vanced to comprehend the explanation. 
However, thus much I will inform you, 
that. both . the. wonderful tube which !bowed · 

I,_ 4~ , you. 
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you the moon fo much larger than you 

ever faw it before, and this curious exhibi­

tion of to night, and a variety of others, 

which I wil1 hereafter fbew ycu, jf you de~ 

fire fr, depend entirely upon fuch a little bit 
of glafs as this. Mr. Barlow then put into 
his hand a finall, round piece of glafs, which 

refembled the figure of a globe on both 
fides: it is by looking through fuch pieces 
of glafs as this, faid he, and by arranging 

them in a parti~uiar manner, that we are 
enabled to perform a1l thefe wonders. 

Well, faid Tommy, I never could have 

believed, that umply looking through a bit 
of glafs could have made fuch a difference 
in the appearance of thi ngs. And yet, fai<l 

Mr. Barlow, looking at a thing, through 
water alone, is capable of producing the 
greatefi change, as I will im mediately p ro\'e 

to you. Mr. Barlow then took a fmall 

earthen bafon, and putting an half cro,vn at 
the bottom, defired Tommy gradually to 

go back, fiill looking at the bafon, till he 

could difii ngui01 tbe piece of money no 
longer. 
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longer. Tommy accordingly retired, and 

prefently cried out, that be had totally lofr 

fight of the money; then, faid Mr. Bc1rlow, 

I will enable you to fee it, merely by putting 

, water into it. So he graduaHy poured water 

into the bafon, till, to the new afionifh­

ment of T·ommy,, he found that he could 

plainty- fee the half-crown, w,hich was before 

invifible. Tommy was. vaflly delighted. 

with all thefe wonderful experiments, and 

declared, that from this time , forward, he 

would never refl till be had made .bimfelf 

acquainted with every thrng curious in every 

btanch of knowledge: I remember read..­

ing a fiory, added Mr. Barlow, where a . 

tel-efcope, for -that· .is the name of• tbe glafa 

·which brings diLtant obje8.s fo much nearer 

t0> the eye, . was ufed ·to .a very excellent 

purpofe indeed., Pray ,how was that, faid 

Tommy? IB fame part of Africa, faid 

Mr. Bar-low., there was a -pri:ince wbo was at .. 

tacked by one of his rnoft powerful neigh..:. 

bour-s, and alrnoft driven out of his_ domi­

nions.. He had done every thing be could 

I . 5 , · . to 
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_ to defend himfelf'with the greatefl bravery;· 
but was overpowered by the numbers of his 
enemy and defeated in feveral battles. At 
]ength he was reduced. to a very fmall. 
number of brave men, who fiill accom­
panied him, and had taken poffeffion of a, 
fieep and.di-fficult hill· which he determined 
to defend' to the lafi extremity ; while the 
enemy was in, poffeffion-of all the country. 
round. \Vhile he lay with his little army 
in this difagreeable fituation, be was vifited; 
by an European, whom he· had. formerly 
received and·treated v,ith the gTeateft kind-
11efs. To this man the unfortunate pr.ince 
made his complaints, telling him, that he was. 
expofed- every inflant, to be attacked by. 
bis fhonger foe; and though he had taken. 
his refolution,. he expected nothing but to, 
be cut off with aU- bis- army. The Eu­
;ropean happened, to have with him one of 
thefe curious· g1affes, which had not been 
long invented in Europe, and was. totally 
unknown in that·part of the globe; and he 
told. the pr-ince, his friend, that he woul d. 

foon 
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foon inform him of what his enemy was 
doing; and then he might take his own 
meafure£ with 1he greater confidence. So, 
he produced his glafs, and after having 

adjufted it, turned it towards the enemy's 
-camp> which he confidered fame time with 
great attention ; and then told his friend, 

that he might -at leafl be cafy for the pre­

~ent; for the enemy's general was at that 
infiant thinking only of a great feaft, which 
he was giving to t,he officers of his army. 
How is it poffible, replied the prince, that 

you can pretend to difcover fo accurately 
what is done in yonder namp? My eyes, 

I. think, are at leaft as good as yours, and 

yet the difiance is fo great, that I can dif­
cover nothing diflinaly. The European 

then deBred his friend to look through the 
telefcop.e; which he had no fooner done, 

than he rofe in great trepidation, and was 

going to mount his· horfe; for the fpeaac1e 
was fo new to him, that he imagined the 
e11emy was clofe to him, and that nothing 

remained but to ftand upon his· defence .. 
1 6 T.he 
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The European could not help fmiling at 
this mifiake, and after he had with fome 
difficulty removed his panic, by explaining 
the wonderful powers of the glafs, be pre­
vailed upon him to be quiet. But the un­
expeaed terror which bis telefcope had ex­
cited, infpired him with a fudden thought, 
which he determined to improve to the ad­
vantage of the befieged prince •. Acquaint­
ing him therefore with his intention, he de:.. 
fired him to draw out all his men in their 

military array, and to let them defcend the 
mountain :Oowly, clafhing their arms and 
waving their fwords as they marched. H·e 
then mounted an horfe and rode to the 
enemy's camp, where he no fooner arrived, 
than he defired to be inflantly introduced 
to the general. He found him fitting in his 

, tent, caroufing in the midft of his officers, 
and thinking of nothipg Iefs than an en:.. 
gagement. When he approached, he thus 
accoHed him: I am come, great warrior, as 
a friend, to acquaint yon with a. circum·­
ftance · that is abfolutcly neceffary to d1e 

fafety 
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fafety of youPfelf and army. vVhat is that, 

faid the general, with fome [urprize? At tbis 

infrant> replied·• the European, wb1le you c1re 

rndulgi-ng-yourfelf in fefiivity, the enemy, 

who has-lately been reinforced with a large 

body of his mofl: valiant troops, is advanc­

ing to attack you-; and even now has almofl 

penetrated-to you,r camp. I have here, add­

ed he, a wonderful glafs, the compoGtion 

of which is only known in Europe; and, if 

, you will condefcend to look through it for 

a moment, i-t will convince you that all I 

fay is truth. Sa,yin-g this, he direcled his 

eye to the telefcope, which the general 

had no fooner looked into, than he was 

ftruck with confi:ernation and affrjght. rle 

faw the prince, wl:iom he had long confider­

ed as lying at h l's mercy, advancing with 

hi-s- army in-excellent order, and, as he ima~ 

gined, clofe to bis ca-mp. He could even 

difcern the menacing air of the foldiers, and 

the br-andifhing of their f words as they 

moved. His-officers, who th ranged round 

him to know the caufe of his fudden fright, 

9 . had 
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had no fooner peeped into the wonderful~ 
glafs, than they were all affected: in the fame: 
manner. Their heads had been already 
difi:urbed by their intemperance, and there­
f-ore, without waiting to confult, they rufhed:: 
in a panic out of their tents, mounted their·· 
fwifte!l: horfes, and fled ·away, without flay­
ing to fee the confequenees. The reft of 
t11e army, who had feen tbe confrernation , 
of their leaders, and had heard that the 
enemy was advancing. to deft.ray them, were · 
firuck with an equal panic, and inffantly­
followed the example: fo that the whole · 
plain was covered with mei1 and horfes, that 
made all poffible hafl-e towards their own 
country, without thinking of refifian ce. 
Thus was, an immenfe army difperfed in 
an infiant, an<l the beficged-'·prince deliver­
ed from his danger, by the addrefs and 
fuperior knowledge of a Hngle man. 

Thus you· fee, added Mr·. Barl0w, of how· 
much ufe a fuperiority of'kn owledge is .fre­
quently capable of making individuals . But, . 
a. frill mor.e famous iuflance is-that of Archi-

6 mede~ 
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m'edes, one of the rnoft celebrated mathe ... 
maticians of his time. H·e, when the city . 

of Syracufe was befi.eged by the Romans, 
defended it for a long time, by the fur .. 
prizing machines he· invented, in fuch a 

manner. that they began to defpair of tak­
ing it. _ Do, pray, faid Tommy, tell me 
that fiory. _ No, anfwered Mr. Barlow, it is 
now time to retire; and you may at any 
time read all the particulars of this extra­

ordinary fiege in Plutar.ch's Life of Mar­
cell us. 

And now the time· approached, when 
Mr. Barlow was accriflomed to invite the 
greater part of the poor of his- parifh to an 
annual.dinner. I-ie ·had· a larg.e·hall, which 
\Vas ·almoft filled ·with men, women, and 
ehildren : a chearful fire blazed· in the 
€himney, and. a prodigious table was placed, 
in the middle for the company to dine 
upon.. Mr. Barlow himfelf received his 

-guefis, and converfcd-with them about the 
ftate of their families .and their affairs. 
ThGte that were induttr.ious.> and brought 

their 
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their children up to labour, inftruaing· 
them in the knowledge of their duty, and 1 

preferving·thern from bad imprefiions, were 
fure to · meet ·with his encouragement and· 
commend ations. Thofe that had been ill;­
he affifled with fuch l ittle · nece!faries, as 
tended to al }ev iatc their -pains,. and diffufe­
a gleam of chearfulnefs over their ·fuffer­
ings. How hard, he would fay, is the lot 
of the poor, when they .are afflicted with· 
ficknefs ! How intolerable- do we find the 
lcafl bodily diforder, even though we poffefs 
every conven-ience wh1ch c·an ,mitigilte · its 
viole nce! Not all the dainties -which cafl 
be colle8.ed ·· from all the elements, the 
warmth of downy: bed-s and fiiken couches; 
the attendance of ob.fequ.ious- dependants, 
are capable. of making us . bear with com-­
rnon patience the cornmonefl difeafe. How 
pitiable then rnuft be · the fi ate of · a fellow 
creature, who· is at once tortured by bodily 
fuffering, and dcPci,tute of every ci.rcum'° 
fiance which can alleviate it! who fees 
arou-nd him a family that are not on}y in-

capable 
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capable of allifiing their parent, but de­

ftined to ,rant the common nece£faries of 

life, the- moment l1e interrnits his daily 

labours! How indifpenfable then is the 

obli gation, which fhould continually impel 

the rich to exert themfelves in affifting their 

fellow creatures, and rendering that co n­

dition of life which we all avoid, lefs dread-

- ful to thofe who muf:t fupport it alw ays ? 

Aeling from fuch pri nciple5 as the fe, 

Mr. Barlow was the common friend of all 

the fpecies. Whatever his fortune would 

allow him to perform, he never refufed to 

all who flood in need of bis affiftance. But 

there is yet a duty, which he thought of 

more importance than the mere difiribution 

of property to th€ needy, the encourage­

ment of indu (hy and virtue among the 

poor, and giving them j ufl:c r notions of 

morals and religion. If we have a dog,· 

he would fay, we refu[e neithe r p.ains nor 

expence to train him up to hunting ; if we 

l'ia ve an borfe, we fend him to an experi­

enced rider to be bitted; but ou r ov,'n 

r pecies 
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fpecies fecms to be the on·l y animal which 
is entirely exempted from our care. When 
he rode about the country, he ufed to con 4 

fider with admiration, the fplendid fiables 
which the great confiruEt for the reception­
of their horfes, their icc- hou{es, temp les , 
hermi tages, gro ttoes, and all the ap para tus 
of modern vanity. All this> he would fay,_ 
is an unequivocal proof that the gentle­
man loves himfelf, and grudges J?O expence 
that can gratify his vanity; but I would now 
\villi to fee what he has done for his fellow­
creatures, what are the proofs that he has 
given of public fpirit or humanity; the 
wrongs which he has redreffed, the miferies­
he has alleviated, the abufes which he has. 
endeavoured to remove. 

vVb en he was told of the flub born ne [sand 
ingratitude of the poor, he ufed to fay, that 
he believed it without d ifficulty; for they 
were men in cornm·on with their fuperi ors, 
and therefore mufl ihare in fame of their 
vices: but if the interefis of humanity were 
ha.lf as dear to us as the fmalleft article th ~t 

pleafes. 
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pTeafes our palate or fh.tters our vanity, we 

fhould not fo eafrly abandon them in dif­

gu fl:. 1\1 r. Barlow happened 011ce to be in 

company with a lady, with whom he was 

up o ~1 a footing of jntimacy, that was talk­

ing in this manner. Nobody, {he faid, bad 

greater fl el ing than her re Ir, or was more 

ci efi rous of nffi (lj ng her fol lo w-creaturesw 

\Vhen fhe firfl: came into the country, the 

had endeavoured to relieve all the mifery 
fhe heard of; fhe had given vi8:ua1s to 

one, phy:Gc to a fecond, and clothes to a 

third ; but Ihe bad met with fo much ill­

behaviour and ingratitude in return, th~t 

fhe bad long been obliged to refign all 

her charitable inter.itions, and ,abandon the 

poor to their fate·. All the company affent­

ed to a doB.rine that was fo--very conform-­

able to their own pra&ice and inclinations, 

and agreed that nothing could be more in­

judicious than. any attempts to be charitable. 

Some little time after this converfation cards 

were produced, and the lady who had been 

fo. eloquent againft the poor), fat down to 
whiil_. 
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~":hiH, at which fhe played for feveral hours 
witb equal ignoranc~ and ill-foTtune. \V hen 
the party \'i'as over fne was complaining to 
i<✓Ir. Barlow of her loffes, and added, that 
:fhe fcarcely e, er in her life had fitten down 
to cards with better fuccefs. I wonder, 
madam, replied Mr. Barlow, you do not 
then give them up entirely. Alas! anrwered 
the lady, I have often made this refolution-; 
but l have never had tl.e courage to· keep 
it. Indeed, madam, faid Mr. Barlow, it is 
irnpoffible you can be deficient in courage; 
and therefore you wrong your own charac­
ter. You do me too much honour, faid 
the lady, by your good opinion; but who­
ever has given you this information is de­
ceived. I had it only from yourfelf, ma­
dam.-From me, fir? \Vhen did I ever 
give you fuch a charac'rer of myfelf ?-J ufl: 
now, madam, when you declared that upon 
the bad fuccefs of half a dozen experiments, 
you had refolved never more to be charita­
ble, ·and had kept the refolution ever fince. 
I can hardly con.ce1ve that your love of 

cards 
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cards is fo much greater than that of 1our 

duty and religion; and therefore, my dear 

111adam, I muft repeat it, that you certainly 
undervalue your own fortitude. 

Such were the opinions of Mr Barlow 
in ref peft to the poor: and therefore, in­

fiead of widening the diEaJJce which for­

tune has placed be.tween one pa rt of man­
kind a11d another, he was con ti 11ua I ly in tent 
upon bringing the two claffes nearer roge­
ther. Poverty has in itfelf fo many hard­

fhips and difagreeable circumftances, that 
we need not increafe their number by un­

neceffary pride and infolence. The di fhnc­
tions of rank may indeed be neceffary to 
the government of a popu!ot1s counLry; 

but it is for the good of the whole, not of 
individuals, that tl1ey can have any ju!l 

claim to be admitted; and therefore, a good 

man will infifi upon them no more than is 

abfolutely neceffary for that purpofe. On 
the contrary, whatever may be his rank or 
importance, he will plainly prove, by the 

courtefy and benevolence of his manners, 
that 
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that he laments the necdutv of his own 
✓ 

elevatiori, and, inft.ead of wifhing to mount 
fiill higher, would wjllingly defcend nearer 
to an equality with his fellow creatures. · 

Tommy was very much diverted with 
the ceren1onies of this fefial day. He had 
loft a great part of his W eft-lndian pride1 

during his re:Gdence with N!r. Bar1ow, and 
had co-ntra8:ed many acquainta11ces arncmg 
the families of d1e poor. After the example 
of Mr. Barlow, he condefr:enced to go 
about from one to the other, and make en­

quiries about their families; nor was he a 
little gratified with the extreme refpecr with -
which he found himfelf treated, both upon 
the account of Mr. Barlow and the reputa­

tion of bis own liberalitv. T hus di d the ., 

morning pafs away i~ · the mofi agreeab]e 
and aufpicious manner; but after dinner 
an unexpe8ed incident arrived, which 
clouded all rhe merriment of the unfortu­
nate Tommy Merton. 

IVI,r. Barlow .happened to have a large 
Newfoundland dog, equally famous for his 

· ' good-
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good-nature -and his 1ove of the water. <., 
\Y ith this dog Tommy had long been 
forn1 ing an .acquaintance; and he ufed to 
d ivert himfe!f with throwing flicks into the 
water, which Ccefar would inftantly bring 

.out in his moutb, however great might be 
the diftance. Tommy ha-el been fired with 
the defcription of the Kamtfch atkan dogs, 
and their' method of drawing fledges, and 
meditated an -enterprize of this nature upon · 
Ca:far. This very day, finding himfelf un­
ufual ly at le i r ure, he chofe for the ex ecution 
of his pr0je8:. He therefore furnip1ed him­
fclf with fome rope an? a kitchen chair, 
which he deflined for his vehicle in [l-ead of 
a fledge. I-I e then j Bveigl ed Ccrfar into a 
large yard behind the houfe, and extend~ 
i.ng the chair flat upon the ground, fafiened 
him to it with great care and j ngenui ty . 
C<Efar, who did not underftand tbe new pur­
pofe to which he was going to be applied, 
fuffered hirnfelf to be barneffed without op .. 
pofition.; and Tommy mounted triu~phant:. 
ly his feat, with a whip in his hand, and be-

gan 
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gan his operations. A crowd of little boys., 

the fonsof the labourers within, now gather­

ed round the young gentleman, and by 

tbeir admiration very much increafed bis 

ardour to difling~ifh himfelf. Tommy be­

gan to ufe the common expreffions which 

be had beard coachmen praElife to their 

horfes, and fmacked his whip with all the 

confidence of an experienced charioteer. 

Ca.:far meanwhile, who did not cornprchen<l 

this language, began to be a little impatient, 

and expreffed his uneafinefs by making 

feveral bounds, and rearing up like a reflive 

bode. This added very much to the diver­

fion of the fpeEtators, and Tommy, who 

coniidered his honour as materially con­

cerned in achieving the adventure, began 

to grow a little more warm; and proceed­

ing from one experjment to an.other, at 

length applied a pretty fevere lafh to the 

J1inder part of his freed. This C~far re­

fcnted fo much, that he infiantlv fet off at 
✓ 

three quarters fpeed, and dragged the cha1r., 

with the driver upGn it., at a prodigious r~te. 

Tommy 
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Tomrny now looked round \Vith an infi11it~ 
air of triumph, and kept hi, feat wid1 fur­
prizing addrefs and firmnefs. Unfortunate­
ly, there happened to be at no great difl-ance 
a large horfe pond, which went fl1elving 
down to the deµth of three or four feet. 
Hither, · by a kin<l of naturcll inflinft-, the 
affrighted Ca::far ran, wben he found he 
could not difengage himfe1f from his tor­
mentor; while Tommy, who now began 
to repent of his fuccefs, endeavoured to 
pac:ify and reflrain bim. But all hi-; ex­
poftula.tions were vain; for Ca:far precipi­
tately rufhed into the pond, and in an infl:ant 
plunged into the middle, with his_chariotecr 
behind hin1; The crovvd of fpcElators had 
now a frefh fubjea of diverGon; and all 
their refpe8 for mafl:er Tommy could not 
hinder them from burfl:ing into fhouts of 
<lerifion. The unfortunate hero was equally 
dif'compofed at the unmannerly exultatioE1 
of his a-ttendants, and at his own ticklifh 
fituation. But h,e_ did not long wait for the 
catafl:rophe of his adve11ture; for after a 

VoL. II. K little 
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little floundering about in the pond, Ca:far 
by a vigorous exertion overturned the chair, 
~nd Torn;ny came roughly jnt:o the water. 
To add to his rnisf:rtun :', the pond was at_ 

that ti me neiLher ice nor ,vater; for a fud­
den thaw had commenced the day befor~., 

a~companied witb a . copious fall of fnow. 

Tommy, thnefore, as foon as he had re cover­

ed his footing, floundered on thro' mud and 
v,~ater, and pieces of floating ice, like forne 

amphibious animal, t•o the fhore. Some- ' 
times his f.~e1 Dipped and do,.vn he tumb!ed; 

then he £l ru ggled up again, fl1aking the. 

w,ater from his hair and dothes; now his 
feet fiuck faft in the mud, and now by a 
dcfp_erate effort he difengaged ! hem with the 

. lofs of both his {hoes: thus labouring on 
with inGnit - pain and difficulty, he reached 

the land. The whole troop of fpe8ators 
were now jncapable of nifling tbeir laugh­
ter, which broke forth in fuch redoubled 
peals, that the unfortunate hero was irritated 

to _an extreme of rage ; fo that forgetting 

his own fufferings . and. neceffities, as foon 

3 as 
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as • he: had lhuggled to the fhore, he felt 
upon them in a fury, and dealt his blows 
fo iibera-lly o n every fide, that he put the 
whole company to flight. 'Tommy was 
n-ow in the fituation of a warrior that pur 4 

f ues a· routed army.. Difmay a'nd ttrror 
fcaaered all his little affociat cs an hundred 
different ways; while pallion and revenge 
animated· him to the purfuit) and rn0.de hirn 
forgetful of the wetnefs of his c'1oth es and 
tr1e uncomfortablcnefs df his fituat ion. 
,vhatever unfortunate boy came \vithin 
bis rea·ch, was fiire . to be unmercifully 

' . cufFed and pom'mellGd; for in the fiir'y'with . 
which 11e felt hi·mfelf itlfpi·red~ he 'did not I 

wa'.it to confider ·the exacl rules of jLiflice& 
,vhile Tommy was tbus · r~v,enging tlie ' 
affronts· he imagined he had received, and 
chacing the vanqui{hed about the ccrdrt~ ; 
the unu foal noife and· up roar w hicb enfued..ll 
reached the·ears of Mr. Barlo\v; a11d brou!Iht 

0 
hini to '· the .. door. Fie coulp hardly heJ'p · 
laughing at the ru·eful figure of his friend, 
wi·lh the ,vater dropping froin ,every part of 

Y 2 h~~ 
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\\!,hat. is:that) fir? inquire~l Tom.my. T_he;y 
,,are bro½ight ~lp to fo -m,uc,!1 n1ode.ratiqn 
a.nd (elf-_,comrpa11~, (a id Mr. Ba. rluw, that 

,they ne\·er give w,ay to thafe L1ddcn j~­

pulies of paffion that are common among 
the Europ.e_a ns; .and w hen ,they obferv.e thefr 

I , , 

viole11t gef1ures, thei.r angry words,· their 
conn.tenances enflamed with wrath, they feel 
for them the greateft contemI?t, an.<l fay 
they rnuft !)ave been very badly educate£;}. 
As _to therpf elve~, if any perron Jhfrlks . h.im -

. fc1f ill-:ufed by another:, without , puttin,g 
ibjµ1f df i,nto ,any ,pt1ffion .upon the o.ccafion, . . ' 

he d~fies bis foe to meet him at a particular 
time bef01:e all their mutual acquaiotanse. 

To-MMY. 

· B.ut then f foppofe they fight, and that:is 
· being as ptiffionate as J .was . . 

-. ' {vlr. BAJ- LO\V. 
-

, I am forry that you, w-ho pretend to have 
been fo well brought up, fbould ·have re­

_courfe ,to the e~ample of the GTee1:ilanders 
·_in oider LO jullif.y yot.p- ow,n cond:uG; but 
in this ·cafo ;you are mifla ken, ,for .the bar-

barians 
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barians are a great deal wifer than young 
,gentlemen. The perfon, who thinks him­
felf injured, does indeed challenge his an­
-tagoniH; but it is to a very different fort of 
combat from what yon irn~gine. Both 
parties appear at the appointed time, and 
each is furrounded with a company of his 
particuiar friends. 1'he place where tbey 
affemb!e is generally the middle of one of 
their large huts, that all the perfons of their 
fociety may be impartial fi)eCTators of their 
contefL vVhen they are thus convened, 
the champion, who ,by agreement is to be­
gin_. fieps forward into the middle of the 
circle, and entertains them with a fong, or 
fpeech which he has before rned'itated. ln 

this performance, he generally contrives to 
throw all the ridicule be is able upon his 
antagon_ift; and bis fatire is ap·ptaudcd by 
his own party, and excites u11 .iverfal merri­
ment -among thf audience. ,,li/J1en he bas 

fung or declaimed him felf out of breath, i:t 

is the turn of his rival to begin; who goes 
on in the fame manner, anfwering all the 

K 4 fatire 
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·.fati re t 11a t has been th ro\·rn upon bi rn and 
r rcleavou ring to win t-hc la ughcrs ovc r to 
h.i .) own fide. In this m;:inner do the com­
batants go on,altcrnately reciting their com­
poG t ions a g:-i i n!l each oth~r, t i1 l tlfe memory 
,,r invent inn of- one of them fails, and he is 
obliged io yield the vidoi y to his rival. 
After this public fpecirnen of their inge­
nuity, the two charnpions generally forget 
all their Jnimofities alld are cordially recon­
ciled. This, added Mr. Barlow, appears 
to me to be a much better method of an­
f\~ ering ridicule than by giving wc1y _ to 
pc1fiion and refentment, and beating thofe 
that difpleafe us: and one of thefe honeft 
Green1anders would be as much afhamed of 
fuch a fudden tranfport of anger, as a 

Karntfchatkan traveller would be, of ma~ 

-naging his dogs as ill as you did yeflerday. 

Ai1d now tbe .timc arrived, wl ·en Tom. 
my was by appointment to go heme and 
fpend forne time with bi.s parenis. Mr. 
Barlow had been long afraid of this viut, 

as 

/ 
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as he knew be would meet a great deal of 

company there, who \\IOttld give him irn­

preffions of a very different nature from 

what he had with fo much aHiduity been 

labouring to excite. Bowever, the vifit 

WJS unavoidable, and ]\1r. Merton fent f:o 

preffing an i-nvitation for Harry to accom­

pany his friend, after having obtained the 

confen.t of bis fat. her, rha t l\;1 r. Barlow, with 

much regret) took leave of both his pupils. 

Harry> from tht experience he had formerly 

acqu.ired of polite life, had no great incli­

nation for the expedition; hov,'ever, his tern­

peT was too eafy and obliging to raife any 

objeElions, and the real affeuion he now 

entertained for .!.Vlaffer Merton, rendered 

h1m Iefs averre than -he won1d 0th,envife 

have been. \fi/hen they arrived_ at M r. 

l\!Ier ton's, they were int_roduced fr1to a 

crowded drawing-room, full of the rnoH. 

elegant company which that part o( th~ 

country afforded-; among whom \<\-'ere fevera,l 

you 11g gen tlemcn and la,l ies of d ifF~,feFlt 

agf's, who bad been pu rpofcl y invited to· 

K 5 fpet1d 
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. fpend thejr hGJi.dayswithlviafier Merton. As 
- foon as Mafler Merton entercd)every tongLJe 
was let loofe in his praife; he was grown, 

he Wc\S improved, he was fu ch a charming 
boy; his eyes, his-hair, bis teeth, his every 

· , f~ature wa.s the admiration of all the ladies. 
T hrice did he make the circle in order to 
receive the congratulations of the company 

. and to be introduced to the young laclies. As 
to Harry, he had tbegood fortqne.to be taken 
notice of by nobody except Mr. Menon, 
who received him with great cordiality. A 

lady however, that fat by Mrs. Merton, afked 
her in a whifper,. which was loud enough 
to be heard ::il1 over l he room, w hetber ,that 
was the little plough-?oy vvhich fhe had 
heard i\1r. Barlow was attempting to breed 

up like a gentleman. ivlrs. Merton anf wer­
ed it vvas. I protefr, faid the lady, 1 l11ould 
have thought fo by his plebeian look and 

.vulgar air. But I wonder, my dear madam, 
that you will fuffer your fon, that withoQt 
flattery js one of the ,moil accomplifhed 

child ren I ever faw in my life, with quite 

the 
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' · f rn,· k r h tne air o ra !1.11o n, to -eep 1uc com pany. 
Are you not afraid that Mafler l\1erton 
fhould infenGbly contraa bad habits and a 
groveling way of t-hinking? For my own 
part, as I think a good education is a thing 
of the utrnofl: confequence jn life, I have 
fpa .red no pains to give my dear Matilda 
every poffible advantage. Indeed, replted 
Mrs. 1V1erton, CJne may fee the excellence of 
her education in every thing rha't Mifs Ma-,. 
tilda does. She p1ays moft c1'ivinely upon 
the barpfichord, talks Frfnch even better. 
than fue does Eng1ifh, and draws in the 
ft yle .of a mafier. In-:-!eed~ I think that bJt 
figure of the nake~ gladiator the fmefi tbi ng 
I tV fr faw in my life. . 

vV hile this converfation was goin__g on 
in one part of the room, a young lady ob­
ferving that n·obody feemed to tal~e the 
lcaCT: no:tice of Har;y, advanced towards 
him with the greatdl affability, and began 
to enter into converfation with him. This 
yo~rng lady's name wJs Simmons: her fa~ 
ther and motLet had been two of the more 

, K 6 refpeBa~ 

, 



,z28 THE HISTORY OF 

refpeBable people in the country, accord­
ing to the old fiyle of Englifh gentry; but 
having died while {he was young, the care 
of her had devolved upon an uncle, who 
was a man of frnfe and benevolence, but a 
very great humourifL This gentleman had 
fuch peculiar ideas of female charaBer, that 
he waged war with rnofr of the polite and 
modern accomplifhments. As one of tlle 
firfl: bleffings of life, according to his no­
tions, was health, he endeavoured to prevent 
that fickly delicacy., which is confidered as 
fo great an ornament in fafi1ionable life, by 
a more robuft and hardy education~ His 
niece was accu Homed from her earliefr years 
to plunge into the cold bath at every fea­
fon of the year, to rife by candle.light in 
winter, to ride a dozen miles upon a trot­
ting horfe, or to walk as many even with 
the hazard of being fplafhed or foiling her 
clothes. By th is mode of education l'v1 ifs 
Sukey, for fo {he had the misfortune to be 
J1amed, acquired an excellent chara8:er, ac­
companied however wiLh forne difpofitions, 

- which 
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which di[qualified her almofi as much 
as Harry, for fafhionable life. She was 
acquainted with all the befi authors in 
our own language,. nor was fhe igncrant of 
thofe in French; although ilJ~ could not 

fpeak a word of the language. 1-:ler uncle, 
·who was a rnan of fenfe and knowledge, 
had befides infiru8:ed her in feveral pans 
of knowledge, which rare I y fall to the lot of 
ladies; fucb as the eB:ablifhed· laws of nature 
and a f ma 11 degree of geometry. She was, 
befides, brought up to every fpecies of 
houfehotd ernploy.ment) which is now ex­
ploded by ladies in ever_y rank and ftation, 
as mean and vulga.r; and taught tq; be­
lieve, that domefi ic ·a:conomy is . a point 
of the utmoft confequence to every woman 
tha~ intends to be a wife or mother. As 
to rnufic, though Mifs Simmons had a very 
agreeable voice, and could fing feveral firn­
ple fangs in a very pleaGng manner, fhe 
was entirely ignorant of it; her uncle u fed 
to fay, that human life is not 1ong enough, 
tp throw away fo mu~h time ~pon the fci-

ence 
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encc of making a noife. Nor would he 
permit her to learn French, although he 
underfio~d it birnfelf; women, he !hought, 
are not birds of paffage, that are to be eter­
nally cl:anging their place of abode. I have 
never fecn any good, would he fay, from 
the rmport.ation of foreign manneis; every 
virtue may be learned and praEti!ed at 
borne; and jt is onlv becaure we do not , 

thoofe to have -Ci ther virtue or religion 
among us, lhat fo m~ny adventurers are 
yearly fellt out to fmuggle foreign graces. 
As to various languages, I do not fee the 
neceffity of them for a woman. 1\1 y niece 
is to rn~rry an Englifhman, and to live in 
England. To what purpofe then fJ:oulcJ I 
labour to take off the difficulty of con­
verGng with foreigners, and to promote her 
intercourfe with barbers, valets: dancing-

- rnafters, and adventurers of e,·t'ry dcfcrip­
tion, that are continually doin

0 us the 
honour to come amongft us? As to the 
French nation, I know and efieem it on 

- i-nany accounts; but I am ,··ery doubtful 
whethe 
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whether the Englifi1 will ever gain mud1 
by adopting either their manners or their go­
yernment; and when refpeEtable foreigners 
shoofe to vifit us, I fee no reafon why they 
lbould not take the trouble of learning the 
language o'f the country. 

Such had been the education of r,4i r~ 
Simmons, who was the only one of all the 
genteel company at Mr. Merton's that 
thought Harry deferving the leaft attention .. 
. This young lady, who poffeffed an uncom-

, mon degree of natural benevolence of d~a­
racter., came up to him, and addrefTcd him in 
fuch a manner as fet him perfe8:ly at his 
eafe. ~Harry was defbtute o.f the artificial 
gra_ces of fociety ; but be poffeifed that 
natural politenefs and good-nature, without 
which all artificial graces are the mofl dif. 
guiling things in the world. Harry had an 
underftanding naturally flrong; and Mr. 
·Barlow, w bile be had with Lhe greateft care 
preferved him from a_li falfe impreHions, 
had taken great pleafure in cultivating thee 
faculties of his mind. Harry indeed neve.r 

faid 
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faid any or thofe brilliant things which ren­
der a b o '1' the d a r I i n g of th e l ad i es ; he h ad 

J l 

not that vivacity, or rather impertinence, 

wbich frequently paffes for wit wi"th fuper­
ficia l pe0ple: but he paid the greateCT: at­
tention to what vvas faid to him, and made 

the moft judicious obfervations upon rub­

je8:s he underflood. For this reafon , Mifs 
~irnmons, a 1thoug 11 much oider and m rne 

frnproved, recei\ ed great fatisfaElion from 
_ converEng with him, and thou ght little 
Harry i11fi11itely more agreeable and judici­

ous than any of the fmart young gentlemen . 

fue had hitht>rto feen at Mr. Merton's. 
But now the company was fum111oned to 

the i mpona nt bufi nefs of dinner. Harry 
could not help fighing, when he ref1e8:ed 

up.on w bat he had to u ndcrgo ; however, 
he determined to bear it with all imagina­
ble fortitude for the fake of his friend 
Tommy. Tbe dinner indeed was, if poffi. 

_ ble, more dreadful than any thing be had 

before undergone; fo ma11y fi11e gentlemen 

and fine ladies _; fo many powdered krvants 
to 
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to ftand behind their chairs; fuch an appa­

ratus of difbes_ that Harry had never tailed 

before, and that al mofl made him :Gck 

. when he did tafie; fo many removes; f uch 

pomp ·and folernnity about what feemed the 

eaGefl thing in the world; that Harry cou 1d 

. not help envying tlie condition of his fa_ 

ther's labourers, who when they are hungry, 

.can fit at their ea1e under an hedge, and 

, make a dinner, without plates, table-cloths, 

or complin1ents. In the mean time his 

-friend Tommy was received arnid the circ1e 

of the ladies, and attended to as a prodigy 

of wit and inge11uity. Harry could not 

help being furprized at tbis; his aHe8.ion 

for his friend was totally unmixed Vv'ith the 

meannefs of jealoufy, and he teceiveci the 

fincerefi: pleafure from every improvement 

·which Tommy had made; hovvever, he had 

never difcovered in him any of thofe fur-

. prizing talents, and when he could catch 

. any thing that Tommy fai~, it appeared to 

bim rather inferior to his ufual method of 

converfation: boweve-r1 as fo many fine 

ladies 
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hdies were _of a different opinion, b.e todk. 
it for granted that he muft be mifL.1ken. 
But if Harry's opinion of h'is friend's abili ­
ties was not much improved by this exhi­
bition, it \Vas nc.~t fo with Tommy. The re­
peated affurances which be received that be 
wc1s indeed a httle prodigy, began to con~ 
vince him that he really was fo. '\Vhen h~ 
confidc_rtd tbe company be came fro·m, he 
found tbat infinite injufi.ke had been done 
to his merit; foT at lv1r. Barlow's he was 
frequently contradiEled and obliged to give 
a reafo.n for what he faid; but here in order 
to be admired, he bad nothing to do but 
ta1k; whether he had any meaning or not, 
his audi-tors always found either wit, or 
fenfe, or a mo.fl entertaining fprightlinefs in 
all he faid. Nor \,Vas Mrs. Merton herfelf 
deficient in bdlowing marks of admiration 
upon l~er fon. To fee him before improve 
in heal th, in u nderO:andi ng> in virtue, bad 
given her a ·pleafurable fenfation, for il1e 
was by' no means -dcfiirnte of good difpofi-

•,tions; but to fee .him fhine with Cuch tran­
fccndcnt 
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.f-cendent brightne fs, ·before fnch exctllen t 

jGdges. and info po1ite a company, infpireJ 

her with raptures {h~ had never felt before. 

Indeed, in confequence of this fuccefs, the 

yc1ung gentlerrrnn's volubility improY cd fo 

·much, that befor.e tfae dinner was over, he 
·fgeme.d difpofed t0 cngrofs the whol.e con-

V:erfation to himfe!f ; an,d Mr. M..erton, who 
. did not qvite re1ifl1 the fallies of his fon fo 

:m~ch as.-his wife, was-on~e or twice obliged 

:t.<) •:int~rp,ofe a,1d check him i-n bis career. 

_q;bi-s -f\1rs .. Ivierton thought very hard, and 
,;lll thf;tadie~, .after they ha9 reti-r~d into the 

.draw.i1Jg-roorn) ·c:;greed). that his father would 

. ce'rtainly fpoil his temper by fuch improper 

:-p9ntr,ad i.aion. As t~ little I-Ia rry, he had 

-not the gGod fortune to pleafe tbe greater 

number of th!= ladies; , they obferved that 

be·was .awkward and ungenteel, and had an 

.heavy clownifh look; he was .. alfo £lenJ and 

refo.rv ed, and had,not.faid a fingle agreeable 

-thjng:: if-Mr. Barlow cbofe to keep a fchool 
for carters and .threfhers , nobody would hin .. 

,der him; but it was not proper to introdu~e 

., ' fuch 



fuch vulgar people to th_e fons of perfo11s e,f 
r n · 1,l!l110n. It was therefore agreed, tbr1t i'dr. 
Darlow ought either tl) fend lutl0 I---1arry 
home to his. friends, or to be no rnorc 
honoured with tl-.c company of lvlatler 
1'vlerton. Indeed, one of the lad;c,' hin :ed 
that Ivlr. Barlo·v bimfe'lf v,r;:is but c::n or'd 
ki11d of man, th:H never \rent to affcmblies, 
and played upon no kind of inftrumenr. 

:,vhy, anfwei·cd iv1rs. fvierton, to tell the 
truth, I was not over fond of the fcbem 'e: 
1\/Ir. Barlow) to be fore, though a very good, 
is a very odd kind of man; however, as he 
is fo difinterefied, and would never receive 
the leaf\: prefent from us, I doubt whether 
we could with propriety infifi upon his 
turning little Sandford out of the boufe. If 
that is the care, madam) anfwered Mrs. 
Compton, for that was the name of the lady, 
I think it would be infinitely better to re­
move lvfafier Merton) and place him in 
Jome poliLe fcmit1ary; where he might ac-
quire a knowledge of the world, anrl make 
gcntetl conneQions. This will be always 

the 
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the greateft: advantage to a yo11ng gentlc 4 

man, and will prove of the mofl eife1itial 

fervice to him in life. For though a per­
fern has all the merit in tbe world, withou~ 

· fuch acquaintance it never will pu01 him 
fonrard, or el)able h1rn to make a figure. 
Tb is is t be p I an w hi c b I have a hv a y s p u r -

fued with Auguftus and Matilda; I think I 
may fay, not entirely without fuccefs; for 

they have both the good fortune to have 

fo.rmed the mofl: bri ltiant acquaintances •. 
A s to 1-\ u g u fr us, he is fo i nt i rn ate 'Ni t h young 
Lord Squander, who you know is poffeffed 
of the greatefi parliarnentary inte,dt that I 
think his furtllne is as good as made. Mifa 

Simmons, who was pre rem at this refined 

and wife converfation, could not help look:_ 

ing with fo much figniRcance at this men­
tion of Lord Squarider, that NI rs. Compton 

coloured a little, and afked wirft fome 
warmth, whether fhe knew any thing of 
that young nobleman. · V\'hy, madam, a1i.­
f we red the young lady, what l know is very 
little; but i,f you defire rn.e to info1:m you, 

it 
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it is my duty to fpeak ' the trµth. - Oh! to 
be fure, 1~ifs,. replied .1\1.rs.- Compton, a l!a1e 
angrily; we all know that your judgment_ 
and knowl edge -of the w-urld are foperior to · 
·w,foat any body elle can ~oafi.-; and therefore, 
I .{hall be infin•itely obliged_ to you for any 
information you may be pleafed to give. 
Indeed, madam, anfwered the young lady, 
I have very little of either' to boafi, nor am · 
I perfonally acgua1nted with the nob~eman 

_ you are talking of; btlt I -have a coufin, a · 
very good boy, th.at is at the fame public 
fchool with his lordrnip, wl:io · has ·given 
rn'e fuch a chara8er- o( him as does not 1 

much prepoffefs me in his favour.-And · 
what may ihis wife· eoufin of yours, have 

, fa.id of his 1ordfhip ?--Only, madam, that he · 
is--one of the. \vorfi boys in tbe·whole fcbooJ. 
Tha1 h.e has neither genius) nor application 
for ·any ·thin-g- that be·comes his rank· and 
fituation ., That he has n'o tafl:e for ·any'thi ng 
fmt gaming, horfe-racing, and the molt con­
temptible amufements. That though · bis 
'allowanc-e · is fo large, he· is etetnally ru·rt-

nrng 



ning in debt ,vith every boJy tbat wi.Jl 
truil him; and that he has broken his word 
fo often that nobody h;:is the leall confr­
d~nce in what he fays. Add·cd to this, I 
have heard tbat he is fo haughty, tyrannical, 
and o\·erbearing, that nobody c~n long pre­

ferve bis friendQ1ip, \vithout the meandl 

flattery and fubfervicnce to all his vicious 
inc:Jination,. And to finifh all, that he is 
of fo ungrateful a temper, that he vvias never 
known to do an aEl: of kindnefa to ;;.ny one:i 
or to care about any. thing but himfelf.-, 
Here l\1ifs Matilda could nor help intcr-
pofing with warmth: fhe faid), th at h.is lord 0 

{ h j p had n O thing i 11 h i-~ Ch a ra ct Cr Or ma tl - , 

ncrs that did not perfe8ly become ·,;\' noble­
man of the mo!l elevated foul. · Little, 
groveling minds, indeed, which are always 
envious of their fuperiors, m·ight give a dif­
agrceJble tUr!) to the generous open,nefs of 
this young nobleman's temper. Tha~ as to • 
gaming ~,nd running in dcbi-, they were· fo 
effential to a man of fa~hion, that nobody 
who was not borll'in the city, andl!'opp;rdfid 

bv ,; 

' ' 
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by city prejudices, would think of ·rnak ;n-g 

the lea fl obje8 ion to them. She then made 

a panegyric upon bis lordfhip's perfon, his · 

elegant tafie in drefs, his new phaeton, ,hi5 
entcrtai n ing convcrfation, his extraordinary 

performance upon tbe violin, and concluded ­

that, with fuch abilities and accomplifh- . 

ments, !he did not doubt of one day feeing 

him at the head of the nation. Mifs Sim­

nions had· no de.fire of pu(hing the conver­

fation any farther) and the refl of the ·com­

pany coming in to tea, the difqui'1tion about 

Lord Squand~r finithed. After tea, feveral 

of _the young ladies were dcfired <o amufe 

1he company with rr.u fie and finging : 

among tbe refl, rv1i fs Simmons fang a little 

Scotch fong, called Lochaber, in [o anlef-.;, 

but fweet and pathetic a manner, that little 
Harry lifiened almofi with tears in bis ey-.cs, 

though feveral o~ the other young ladies:, by 
tbeir Ggnificant looks and gefiures, tre;Heq. 

.it With i ll e ffa bl e CO n tempt. A ft er th j S Mi rs 
- :i\,1atilda, who- was allowed to be a perfeEt 

- rnifhefs ·of muGc, played and fang fever;:il 

celebrated 
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celebrated Italian airs. But as they were 
in a language totally unintelligible to him, 
Harry received very little pleafure, though 
all the refi:. of the company were in raptures. 
She then proceeded to play feveral pieces of 
mufic, which were allowed by all con­
noiffeurs .to require infinite £kill to execute. 
The audience feemed all delighted, and 
either felt or pretended to feel, i~expreffible 
pleafure; even Tommy himfelf, though he 
did not know one note from another, had 
caught fa much of the general entbufiafrn, 
that he applauded as loud as the reft: of the 
coinpany: but Harry, who{e temper was 
not quite fo pliable, could not co_nceal the 
intolerable wearinefs that over-powered his 
fenfes during this long exhibition. He 
g8ped, he yawned, he ftretched, he even 
pinched himfelf, in order to keep his atten­
tion alive, but all in vain; the more Mifs 
Matilda exercifed her !kill in playing pieces 
of the rnofl: difficult execution, the more 
did Harry's propenfity to drowfinefs in.:. 
creafe. At length, the Jatenefs of the hour, 

VoL. II. L which 
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w•hich much exceeded Harry's time of 

going to bed, confpirjng witb the opiate 

, charms of muG.c, he could reGft no longer, 

but infenfibly fell back up on bis chc1ir, 

fafl af1eep. This unfortunate accident was 

fobn remarked by the refi of the company, 

and confirmed them very much in the opi­

nion they had conceived of Harry's vul­

garity; while he, in the mean time, enjoyed 

the rnofi placid ·Dumber, which was not 

diffipated till Mifs Matilda had defifted 

from playing. 

Thus was the firfi: day paft at Mr. Mer­

ton's, very little to the fati~faaion of Harry; 

the next, and the next after, ,.vas on1y a re­

petition of the fame fcene. The little gentry, 

whofe tafles and manners were totally di.f­

ferent from his, had now imbibed a _perfea 

contempt for Harry, and it was with great 

difficulty that they wou Id ,condefcend to 

treat him even with _common civility. In 

this laudable behaviour .they were very 

much confirmed by 1-Aa[ler Compton and 

Mafter Maili. Mailer Compton was reckon-

ed 
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ed a very genteel boy, though all his gen ... 
tility confifted in a pair of buckles fo big 
thJt they a]moil: crippled him, in a Dender, 
emaciated figure, and a lool: of confummate 
impudence. He had almoft finifhed his 
_education at a public fchool, where he had 
learned every vice and folly which is com­
monly taught at fuch places, without the 
lea ft improvement either of his char2.8er or 
his underfl:anding. l\,1afrcr I\1afh was the 
fon of a neighbouring gentleman who had 
~onfiderabl y impaired his fortune by an in­
ordinate love of _horfe-racing. Having 
been from his infancy accufl:orned to no 
other converfat~on th~n about winning and 
Jofing money, he had acquired the idea that 
to bet fuc~efsfolly was the fornmit of., a

1

ll 
human ambition. He had been , almofi: 

' 
brought Llp in the fl.able, and therefore had 
imbibed the greatefl: intereft about horfes; 
not from any real affection for that noble 
animal, but merely becaufe he confidered 
them as engines for the winning of money. 
He too was now improving his talents by a 

. L 2 public 
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• 
public education, and longed impatiently 

for the time when he iliould be fet fre·e froni 

all reflraint, and allowed to difplay the 

fuperiority of his genius at Afcot and New­

market. Thefe two young gentlemen had 

conceived the mofl violent diflike to Harry, 

and loft no occafion of faying or doing 

every tbjng they had in their power to 

mortify him. To Tommy they were in 

the contrary extreme, and omitted no op­

portunity of renderj ng them [elves agreea­

ble. Nor was it long before their forward, 

vivacious manners, accompanied with a 

knowledge of many of thu[e gay fcenes 

whjch aaed forcibly upon Tommy's ima­

gination, ~gan to render their converfation 

highly agreeable. They talked to him 

about public diverfions, about celebrated 

aareITcs, about parties of pleafure and . 
parties of mifchief. Tommy began to feel 

himfelf introduced to a new train of ideas 

and a wider rahge of conduct; he began to 

long for the time when he fl1ould ihare 

in tbe glories of robbing orchards, or infult-

1ng 
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ing paffengers, with impunity; but when 

he heard that little boys, fcarcely bigge~ 
than himfelf, had often joined in the glo1 i­
ous profpe8: of forming open rebell ion :, 

againfi their mafi:ers,or of difi:urbing a who1t: 
audience at a play-houfe, he panted for the 
time when he might bave · a chance of 
{haring in the fame of fuch atchievements . 
By degrees he lofi all regard for Mr. Bar~ 

low, and all affeaion for his friend Harry: 
at firft, indeed, he was fl1ocked at hearing 
Mr . Barlow mentioned with di frefpe&; but, 
becoming by degrees more ca1lous to every 

good impreffion, he at laft took jnfinite 
pleafure tn feeing Mafter Mafh, who, though 

defiitute of either wit or gen.ius, had a great 
taftefor mimicry, take off the p~rfon in the 
middle of his r~rmon. Harry perceived 
and lamented this change in the manners 

of his friend; he fornetimes took the liberty 
of remooflrating with h1rn upon the fub­
j eEt, but was only an[ wered with a co~­

tcm_ptuous fneer; and Mafler Ma 01, who 

L 3 happened 
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happened once to be prefent, told him that 
he was a rnonfhous bore. 

It happened that while Harry was at M r. 

Merton's, there was a troop of £trolling 
players at a nejghbouring town. In orde r 
to divert the young gentr y, Mr. Iv.I erton 
.contrived that they fhould make a party to 

fee a play. They went accordingly, an d 

Harry with the reft. Tomrny, who now 
no longer condefcended to tak e any notice 
of his friend., ·was feated between his two 
infeparable companion~ T _hefe yourig 
gentlemen firft began to give , fpecimens of 
their politenefs by throwing nuts and orange 
peel L\pon the fiage, and Tommy, who was 
refolved to profit by fuch excellent exam­
ple., threw n'uts and orange peel witb infinite 
fati sfactio n. As foon as the curtain drew 
up, and the aElors appeared, all th~ refc 
of the audience ob-ferved a decent fil ence ;, 
but Malli and Compton, who were no w 

determined to prove the fuperiori ty of thei r 
manners, began to talk fo loud, and make 

fo much n.oife, that 1t was irnpoffible fo r 
any 
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any one near them to hear a word of the 

play. This alfo feemed amazingly fine to 

Tommy; and he too talked and laughed as 

loud as the reft. The fubje8: of their con­

verfation wa,\3_ the audience and the per­

formers; neither of which there polite young 

gentlemen found bearable. The company 

was chiefly cornpofed of the tradefmen of. 

the tovvn, and the inhabitants of the neigh .. 

bou.ring country: this was a fufficient reafon 

for thefe refined young gentlemen to fpeak 

of them with the mol:t infufferable contempta 

Every circumftance of their drefs and ap­

pearance was criticized with fuch a minute­

nefs of attention, that Harry, who fat near, 

and _very much againfi his h1cli·nations was 

witnefs to all that p_a£fed, began to imagine 

that his companions, inflead ofbeing brought 

up like the fons of gentlemen, had only 

fiudied under barbers and .. t.aylors; foch 

amazing knowledge did they difplay in the 

hiftory of buckles, . buttons, and ,dreffing of 

hair. As to the p~or.performers, they found .. 

them totally undeferving mercy; ·they-were 

L 4 : · fo 
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fo lhockingly awkward, fo ill drefl:, fo low.­
lived, and fuch deteftable creatures, that it 
•1as irnpoffible to bear them with any pa­
tience. Ma fl:er Mafh, v-.rl10 prided him felf 
upon being a young gentleman of great fpi­
rit, was of op i11ion that they fhould kick up a 
riot and demolifh all the fcenery. Tommy, 
indeed, did not very well underfiand what 
the expreffion meaned, but he wag fo inti­
mately perfuaded of the merit and genius 
of his compani<~ms, that he agreed that it 
would be the properefl thing in the world, 
and the propofal was ac(ordingly made to 
the reft of the young gentlemen. But 
Harry, who had been filent all the time, 
could not help rernonfl:rating at w bat appear­
ed to him the greatefl cruelty and injuflice. 
Thefe poor people, faid he, are doing all 
they can to entertain us; is it not very un­
kind to treat them in return with fcorn and 
contempt? If they could aa better, even 
as well as thofe fine people you ta1k of in 
London, would they not willingly do it; and 
therefore why fhould we be angry at them 

? fur 
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for what they cannot help? And as to cut­

ting the fcenes to pi(lce -, or doing the houfe 

any damage, have we any more right to 

attempt it, than they would have to come 

into your father's dinin~-room and break 

the difhes to pieces, becaufe Lhey did not 

like the dinner?-_ While we are here let us 

behave with good manners; and if we do 

not like their acting, it is our own faults if 

(,Ver we come to fee them again. This 

method of reafoning was not much reli~1~d -­

by tho(e to whom it was addreffed) atid it 

is uncertain how far they might have pro­

ceeded, had not a decent, plain look ing 

man, who had been long difiurbed with 

the noife of thefe young gentry, at lcngtl1 

taken the 1 iben y of expoftu lating wit h them 

upon the fubjea. This freedom or imper­

tinence, as it was termed by Marler. Iv1afh, 

was anf wered by him with fo much rude-, 

nefs, that the man, who was a neiglibour i ng 

farmer, was obliged to reply in all hig her 

firain. Thus did the altercation increafe 

every minute, till Maner Mafh, who 

·L 5 thought 
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thought it an unpardonable affront that 
anyone in an inferior fiation il1ould prefume · 
to think or feel' for him[elf, fo far loft all• 

' command· of his temper as to call the man. 
a blackgqard, and flrike him upon the face. 
But the farmer, who poffe£fed great flrength-. 
and equal refolution, very deliberately laid-· 
bold of the young gentleman who ·bad offer­
ed him the infult, and withoLft the fmalleft! 
exertion, laid him fpraw1ing upon the 
ground, at his full length under the bencbesj 
and fetting his feet upon his body, told him 
that fince he di<l not know how to fit quiet 
at a play, he would bave the honour of 
teaching him -to 1 ie; and that if. he offered-; 
to ftir, he would , trample him to pieces, a. 
threat which was very. evident · he could. 
find no difficuh-y. in. executing. This-unex­
peRed incident firuck an univ-erfal damp 
over th e fpirits of the little gentry; and even· 
Mafier Ma!h himfelf fo far forgot -his dig~ 
nitY,>-- as to fupplicate in a v ~ry fubrniffive 
manner for a releafe : in this he was joined• 
by all his companions,, and_ Harry among 

the 
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th'e refL \Vell, faid the farmer, I fl1ould 

never have thought that a parcel of young 

gentlemen, as you call yourfelves., would 

come into public to behave with fo much 

rudenefs; I am fure, that there is ne'er a 

plough-boy at my houfe, bu-t what would 

have fhown more fenfe-and m-anners : but 

fi.nce you are forry for what has happene-d, 

1 am very willing to make an end of the 

affair; more efpecially for the fake of this 

little rnafier here, who has behaved with fo 

much propriety, that I am fore he is a bet­

ter gentleman than .any of you, though he 

is not dreffed fo much like a monkey or a 

barber. With thefe words he fuffered the 

~,reft-fallen Mafu to rife, who crept from 

his place of- confinement, . with looks in­

finitely more expreffive of mildnefs than he 

had brought with him : no.r was the leffon 

loft upon • the refi, for they behaved· with 

the greatefl: decency during all the refl: of 

the exhihition;- However, .Mafier Math's ·, 

courage began to rife as he -went home, and 

found himfolf farther from ,. his formidable 

L 6, , farmer; 
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farmer; for he affured his companions, that 
if it had not been fo vulgar a fellow, he 
would certainly call him out and piftol him. 

· The next day at dinner, l\1r. Merton} and 
the ladies who had not accompanied the 
young gentlemen to the play, nor had yet 
heard of the misfortune which had enfued, 
,,.-ere very inquifitive about the preceding 
night's entertainment. The young-people 
agreed that the performers were detefiable, 
but that the p1ay ·was a charming piece} full 
of wit and fentirnent, and extremely im­
proving: this play was called The Marriage 
of Figaro, and Mafter Compton had in­
formed them, that it was amazingly admir­
ed by all the people of faCT1ion in London. 
But Mr. Merton, who had obferved that 
.Harry was totally filent, at length infifled 
upon knowing his opinion upon the fubjeEl. 
Why, fir, anf wered Harry, I am very little 
judge of t befe matters, for 1 never fa w a 
play before in my life, and therefore I can­
not tell whether it was a8:ed well or ill; but 
'as to the play itfelf, It feemed to me to 

be 
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be full of nothing but cheating and dif­

fimulation, and the people that come in and 

out, do nothing but impofe up o n each 

other, and lie,and trick,and deceive. Were 

you or any gentleman to have fuch a parcel 

of fervants, you would think tl1em fit for 

nothing in the world; and therefore I could 

not help wondering, while the play was 

acling, that people would th_row away fo 

much of their time upon fights that can do 

them no good; and fend their children 

and their relations to learn fraud and infin­

cerity. Mr. fv1erton fmiled at the hone!l 

bluntnefs of. Harry; but feveral of the 

ladies, who had jufl: been expreffing an ex. 

travagant admiration of this pie'ce, feemed 

to be not a l·ittle mortified; however, as 

they could not contradict the charges which 

Harry had brought againfl it, they thought 

it more prude_nt to be fllent. 

In the evening, it was propofed that all 

the little gentry fhould divert themfelves 

with cards; and they accordingly fat down 

Jo a game which is called Commerce. But 
Harry, 
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Harry, who was totally ignorant of this ae..:. 
comolifhment, deGred to be excufed; how-. 
ever, his friend Mifs Simmons offered to 
teach bim the game, which fhe affured him · 
was fo eafy, that in three minutes be would 
be ab l e to pl a y as we 11 as the re fl. Ha r ry.,. . 
however, fiill continued to refufe, and at 
length confeffed to Mifs Simmons, that he · 
had expended all his money the day before, 
and therefore was unable to furnifh the 
fiake whicl1 the refl depofited . Don't let 
that diflurb you, fai? fhe, I will put down fo.r 
vou with a great deal of pleafure. Madam., ~ . 

anfwered Harry , I am very m_u-ch obliged 
to you, I am fure; but l\t1r. Barlow has 
always forbidden ll}e either to receive or 
borrow money of any body, for fear in tbe 
one cafe I lliou ld become mercenary, .or in 
the other, difhonefl; and therefore, though 
there is nobo.dy here, whom I efleem more 
than yourfelf, I am obliged to refufe your · 
offer. vVel l, replied Mi ts Simmons, that­
need not difl:urb you, for you fball play 
upon my account;. and that you may do 

without 



SANDFORD AND M'ER TON. 25, 

without any violation of your principles. 
Thus was Harry, though with fomc reluc­
tance, induced to Gt down to cards with the 

refL The game, indeed, he found no diffi­
culty in learni·ng, but he could not help re­

marking with wonder, the extreme folici­

tude which appeared in the face of all the 
players at every change of fortune. Even 
the young ladies, all but Mifs Simmons, 

feemed to be equally fenfible_ of the paffion 
of gaining money with the refi; and fome 
of them behaved. with a degree of afperity 
which quite afl:oniil1ed him. After fcveral 

changes of fortune, it bappened that Mifs 

Simmons and Harry were the only remain* 
ing players.; all the refi, by the laws of the 

game, had forfeited all pretenfions to the 
flake, the property of which wa-s clear.-ly 
vefted in thefe two, and one more deal was 

"N.anting to decide it. But Harry with 
great po1itenefs rofe from table; and told 
Mifs. Simmons, that as he had. only played. 

upon her account, he was now no longer 

wanted, and that the whole undoubtedly 

belong~d 
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belonged to her. Mifs Simmons refufed to 

take it, and when fhe found that Harry was 
not to be induced to play any more, fhe at 
]aft propofed to him to divide what was left. 
This a1fo f-1arry declined, alledging that he 
had not the lea~ title to any part. But 
Mifa S.immons, who began to be uneafy at 
tbe obfervation which this extraordinary 
contefl produced, told Harry that he would 
very much oblige her by taking his D1a-re of 
the money, and laying it,out in any manner 
for her that he jl1dgeJ beft. Upon lhis 
condition, anfwered Harry, I will take it; 
and I think I know a met bod of laying it 
out, which you will not entirely difopprove. 

The next day, as foon as break fafi was 
over, Harry difappeared; nor was he come 
back when the company were affembled at 
dinner. At length he came in, with a glow 
of health and exercife upon his face, and 
that di Corder of drefs which is produced by 
a long expedition. The young ladies eyed 
bim with great contempt, which feemed a 
little to difconccrt l)im; but Mr. Mertor:i 

fpeaking 



SANDFORD A1J D MERTON. 1.5-7 

frJeaking to him with -great good humour, 

and making room for him to fit down, 

l-Iarry foon recovered from his confufion. 

In the evening> after a long cqnverfation 

among the young people about public 

divedions, and plays, an-~ dancers, and 

aBors, they happened to mention the name 

of a,celebrated performer1 who at this time 

engaged the whole attention of the town. 

lvlafter Compton, after expatiating with 

great enthufiafm upon the fubje6, added that 

nothing was fo falhionab!e as to make great 

prefents to th is perfon, j n order to fi1ow the 

tafi.e and elegance of the giver. He the~ 

propofed, that as fo many young gentlemen 

and ladies were here affembled, they fl1ould 

fct an example which would do them infi­

pite honour, and pr~babl y be followed 

throughout the kingdom, of making a littie 

coile8ion among thernfelves to buy a piece 

bf plate, or a gold fnuff-box, or fome other 

trifle, ~o be prefented in their name. He 

added, that t-hough he could ill fpare the 

J110ney, having juft laid out fix _guinea.<i 

_ ~ upon 
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upon a new pa1r of buckles, he would con-.. 
t1 ibute a guinea to fo excellent a purpofe~ 
and that Mauer !v1afh and Merton would 
do the fame. This propofal was univerfa]ly 
approved of by all the c;ornpany; and all, 
but Harry, promifed to contribute in pro­
portion to their finances. This Mafler Mafi1 
obferving, .faid, vVeJI, farmer, and what 
will you fubfcribe? Harry anfwered, that 

. upon this occafion he muft beg to be ex­
cufcd, for he l~ad nothi11g to give. Here 
is a pretty fellow ! anfwered Mafh; laft 
night we faw him pouch thirty fhillings of 
our money, which he cheated us out of at 
Commerce, and now the little ftingy wretch 
will not contribute half a crown, where we 
are giving away whole guineas. Upon this., 
Mifs Matilda faid, in an ironical manner, 
that Mafler I-larry had always an exc.ef­
Ient reafon to give for his conduct; and 
fue did not doubt ,but he could prove to all 
their fa.tisfaftion, that it was more liberal to 

keep his money in his pocket than_ to give 
it away , Harry3 who was a little nettled 

6 t 
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at thefe refleRions, anfwered, that though 

he was not bound to give any reafon, he 

thought he bad a very good one to give; 

and that was, · that he fa w no generofity in 

thus be:1-owing money. According to your 

own account, added he, the perfon you have 

been talking of, gains more than fifty poor 

families have in the country to maintain 

themfelves; and therefore, if I bad any 

money to give away, I fhould certainly give 

it to thofe that want it moft. With thcfe 

words, Harry went out of the room, and the 

re!l of the gentry, after abufing him very 

liberally, fat down to cards. But Mifs 

Simmons, who imagined that there was 

more in Harry's conduB: than he had ex­

plained, exeufed herfelf from cards, and 

took an oppoi-tunity of talking to him upon 

the fubjeB:. After fpeaking to him with 

great good-nature, il1e afked him, whether 

it might not have been better to. have con .. 

tributed fomething along with the refi:, than 

to have offended them by fo free an expo­

fition of his fentiments, j even though he did 

not 
( 
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not entireiy approve of the fchem•e, Indeed, 
madam, faid Harry, this is what I would 
gladly hc1ve done,_ but it was totally out of 
my power. How can th~t be,. Harry; did 
you not win the other night near thirty fhil- . 
lings? Tbat, Madam, all belonged to you;· 
and I have already dirpofed of it in your 
parne, in a manner that I hope you will not 
difapprove. How is that, anfwered the 
young lady with fame furprize ! Madam, 
faid Harry, there was a young woman that 
lived with my father as a fervant, and always 
behaved wit.h the greateCT: honcO:y and care­
fulnef~. This young w~man had an aged 
father and mother, who for a gr.eat while 
wtre able to maintain themfelves by their 
own labour; but at lafl the poor old man 
became too ·weak to do a day's work, and 

- his wife was affii8:ed with a difeare they call 
the patfy. Now, when this good young 
_woman fa\v that bcr parents were in fuch 
great difi refs, fhe left her place and we11t 
to live ':'ith them, on purpofe to take care 
of Lhern; and fhc w01·ks very bard, when-

ever-
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ever Die can get work, and fares very hard, 

in order Lo maintain her parents; and 

though we affift them all we can, ! know 

that fo1:netimes they can hardly get food and 

clothes. Therefore, madam, as you were 

f o k. i n d to fay, t bat I il1 o u 1 d d i f pore of this 

money for you, I ran over this morning to 

thefe poor people, and gave them all tlie 

money in your name: and I hope you will 

not be dirpleafed at the ufe I have put it to. 

Indeed, anfwered the young lady, I am 

much obliged to you for the good opinion 

you hav-e of me; and the application of it 

does me a great deal of honour: I am only 

forry, you did not give it in your own name. 

Thar, replied fiarry, I had not any right 

to do; it would have been attributine- to 
u 

my felf what did not belong to me, and 

equal! y inconfiftent with truth and honefly. 

In this manner did the time pafs away 

at Mr. Iv1erton's, while Harry rece-ived very 

little fatisfaRion from his vifit, except in 

converfing with M ifs Simmons. The affa ... 

bility and good fenfe of this young lady 

3 had 
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had entirely gained his confidence. VVhik 
all the other young ladies were continually 
intent upon ditplaying their talents and 
importance, fhe alone was fimple and un­
affeaed. But what difgufred Harry more 
tban ever was, that his refined companions 
feerned to confider themfelves, and a few of 
their acquaintance, as the only beings of any 
confeauence in the world. The moft tri-.. 
fling inconvenience, the being a little too 
hot, a little too cold, the walking a few 
hundred yards, the waiting a few minutes 
for their dinner, the having a trifling cold, 
or a little head-ache, . were misfortunes fo 
feelingly lamented, that he would have 
imagined they v.:ere the rnoft tender of the 
human fp ecies, had he not obferved that 
they confidered the fufferin gs of a11 below 
them with a profound indifference. If the 
rni:Jortunes of the poor were mentioned, 
be beard of nothing but the infolence and 
ingratitude of that cla fs of people, which 
feemed to be a fufficient excufe for tbe want 
of common humanity. Sure! y, faid Harry 

to 
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-to ·himrerf, there cannot be fo much dif­
ference ·between one human being and 

- ~nother; or if there is, I fl1ould think that 

part of them the mofl: valuable, which cul­
"t1vates the ground and provides neceffaries 
for all the refl:: not thofe, who undcrftand 
nothing but drefs, walk i 11g with their toes 

out, flaring modefl people out of counte­

nance, and jabbering a few words of a 

foreign language. 
But now the attention of all the younger 

part of the company was fixed upon making 
preparations for a ball; which I\,1 rs. Mer­

ton ha9 determined to give in honour of 
M ailer Tommy's return. The v,.:hole hou!e 
was now full of rnilleners, 1)1antua -makers, 

and dancing -mafiers. All the young 1.adies 

were ernplo) ed in giving direEbons about 

· tl~eir clothes, or in praaifing the f\~'of: 
different dances. Harry now, for thte .~rfi 

time, bega.n to comprehend the rnfinite im­
portance of drefs. Even the elderly ladies 

feemed to be as much intere(ted about the 

affair as their daughters; and inftead of 
the 
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the le!Tons of conduEl and wifdom which he 
expeEled to hear, nothing feemed to em­
ploy their attention a moment> but French 
trimmings, gauzes, and I ta I ian flowers. 
Mifs Simmons alone-appeared to cont1der 
the approaching folemnity with perfect in­
difference. Harry had never heard a fingle 
word drop from her that expreffed either 
interefl or impatience; but he had for fame 
days obferverl. her employed in her room, 
with more than common affiduity. At 
length, upon the very day that was deflined 
for this important exhibition, fhe came to 
I1im with a benev01ent frnile, and fpoke to 
him thus: I was fo much pleafed with the 
account you gave me the other day, of that 
poor young woman's duty and affection to­
wards her parents, that I have for fome 
time employtd my fel fin preparing fo, them 
a little prefent, which 1 !hall be obliged to 
you, Mafier Harry, to convey to them. 1 
have unfortunately never le ,j rned either to 
embroider or to paint artificial flowers; but 
my good ·uncle has taught me, that the be!l 

employ-
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e.tnployrnent I can make of my hands is to 

affift thofe that cannot affi{l thcmfelves. 
Saying this, {he put into his hands a parcel 
that contained fome linen and other necef­
faries for the poor old people; and bade 
him tell them not to forget to call upon her 
uncle, when fhe was returned home; as he 
was always happy to affifr the deferving and 
indufhiouspoor. Harry received ber prefent 
with gratitude, and almoft with tears of joy; 
and looking up in her face imagined tbat be 
faw the features of one of tbofe angels which 
he had read of in_ the fcriptures: fo much 
does real, difinterefted benevolence improve 
the expreffion of the human countenance . 

But all the- refi of the young gentry were 
employed in cares of~ \'ery different nature, 
the dreffing their hair and adorning their 
perfons. Tommy himfelf had now com­
pletely refumed his natural charaEler, and 
thrown afide all that he hadJearned during 
his refidcnce with Mr. Barlow. .He had 
contraEled an infinite fondnefs for all thofo 
fcenes of diilipation which his new friends 

VoL, II. 1\1 daily 
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-daily defcribed to him, and began to be 

convinced that one of the 'moft important 

things in life is a fail1ionable drefs. In this 

n1ofi rational fentirnent he had been con­

firmed by alrnofi all the young ladies, with 

wbom he had converfed fince his return 

hurne. The difhn8ions of character, re­

lative to virtue and underflanding,. which 

bad been with fo much pains inculcated 

upon his mind, feerrJed here to be entirely 

unheeded. No one took the trouble of ex­

amining the real principles or motives from 

which any human oeing acted; while the 

mofl minute attention was continually given 

to what regarded merely the outfide. He 

obferved that the omiffion of every duty 

towards our fellow-creatures; was not only 

excufed, but even to a certain degree ad­

mired, provided it was joined with a certain 

fail1ionablc appearance; while the mofi per­

fect probity, or integrity, was mentioned 

with coldnefs or di(guft, and frequently 

with open r"idicule, if unconneEted with a 

.brilliant appearance. As to all the com-

mon 
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-mon virtues of 1 ife, fuch as indufiry, reco ... 
nomy, a punauality in difcharging our ob.., 
ligations or keeping our words, tbefe were 
qualities which were treated as fit for no-­
thing but the vulgar. Mr. Barlow, be 
found, had been utterly miftaken in all the 
principles which he bad ever inculcated. 
The human fpecies, faid Mr. Barlow, can 
on1y be fupp1ied with food and nece!faries, 
by a conflant affiduity in cultivating the 
earth and providing for tbelr mutual wants. 
It is by labour that every thing is produced; 
without labour, there fertile fields which 
are now adorned with all the luxuriance of 
plenty, would be converted into barren 
heaths or impenetrable thickets ; , thefe 
meadows, the fupport of a thoufand herds 
of cattle, be covered with flagnated waters., 
that would not only render them uninhabi­
table by beafls, but corrupt the air with 
peililentiai vapGurs. Even thefe innume­
rable flocks of fheep., that feed along the 
hills, would difappear al;ng with that culti­
vation, which can alone fupport them, and 

· · M 2 fecure 



:z68 T H E H I S T O R Y O F 

fecure their exiftence. For this reafon, 

would Mr. Barlow fay, labour is the fidl 

and mofi indifpenfab}e duty of the human 

fpecies, from which no one can have a right 

entirely to withdraw himfelf. But, however 

true might be tbefe principles, they were fo 

totally inconfiflent with the conduEl and 

opinions of his new friendsj that it was not 

poffible for Tommy long to remember their 

force. He had been near a montb with 

a few young gentlemen and ladies_ of his 

O\Vn rank., and, inftead of their being 

brought up to produce any thing ufeful, he 

found that the great objeEl of all their 

knowledge and education was only to wafte, 

to confume, to de[hoy, to diffipate ·what 

was produced by others. I-Ie even found 

that this inab1lity to affifl either themfelves 

or others, feemed to be a merit upon ·which 

every one valued t1imfelf extremely; fo that 

an individual that cou'd not exift without 

having two attendants to wait upon him, 

was fuper-ior to Lim that had only one; but 

was obliged in turn to yield to another 
that 

' 
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-that required four. And, indeed, this new 
fyfiem feemed much more eafy than the 
old; for infiead of giving himfelf any trou• 
ble about his manners or ur:derflanding, he 
might with fafety indulge a1l his caprices; 
give way to all his paffions; be humour­
fome, haughty, unjuft, and felfifh to tlie 
extreme; he might be ungrateful to his 
frjends, di!obedient to his parents, a glut­
ton1, an ignorant blockhead, in rnort every 
thing which to plain fenfe appears mo[l: 
frivolous or contemptible, without incurring 
the lean imputation, provided his hair hung 
faihionably about his ears, his buckles were 
fufficiently large, and his politenefs unim­

peached to the ladies. 
Once i11deed, Harry had thrown him iRto 

a difagreeable train of thinking, by afking 

him with great firnplicity, what fort of a 

figure tbefe young gentlemen would have 
made in the army of Leonidas, or thefe 
youn,g ladies upon a defert if1and, where 
they would be obliged to fhift for them .. 

fel ves. But Tommy had lately learned 

M 3 that 
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that nothing fpoils the face more than in­

tenfe refleEl:ion; and therefore as he could 

not eafily refolve the queftion, he wifely ~e­

termined to forget it. 

And now the important evening ap­

proached; the largefl room in the houfe 

was I ighted up for th.e dan-cers, and a 11 the 

little company affembled. Tommy was 

that day dreffed in an unufual fl:yle of ele., 

gance ; and had fubrnitted without mur• 

muring to be uBder the hands of an hair­

dreffer for two hours. But what gave him 

the greatefr fatisfa&ion of all, was an im .. 

menfe pair of new buckles, whic11 Mrs. 

~1erton had fent for on purpofe to grace 

the perfon of her fon. Several minuets 

were danced> to the great admiration of the ' 

company; and among the refl Tommy, 

who had been pra8ifing ever fince he had 

been at home, bad the honour of exbjbiting 

with Mifs MaLil da . He indeed began with 

a certain degree of diffidence, but was foon 

in fp ired with a proper degree of confidence 

by the applaufes which refou nded on every 
J' 1 
1lOC::. 
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fide. \Vh~t an elegant little creature, cried 
one lady! "\i\,~hat a fhape is there, faid a 

fecond ! I protefl: he pnts me in mind of 
Vefhis himfelf. Indeed> faid a third, Mrs. 
Merton is a mofi happy mother to be poffeff­
ed of fuch a fon> who wants nothing but an 
introduclion to the world> to be one of the 
mofi: elegant creatures in England, and the 
moft accomplifhed. As foon as Tommy 

bad finifbed his dance, he Jed his partner to 
her feat, with a grace that furprized all the 
company anew; and then with the f weete!l 
condefcenfion imagi-nable, he went from 
one lady to another, to receive the praifes 
which they liberally poured out; as if it 
was the greatefi action in the world to draw 
one foot behind another and to walk on tip-· 
toe. Harrv, in the mean time, had fhroud-, 

ed himfelf in the mofi obfcure part of the 
room, and was filently gazing upon the 
f cene that paffed. He knew that his com-­
pany would give no pleafore among 'the 
elegant figures that engroffed th~ foremofl: 
feats, and felt not the leafi inclination for 

M 4 fuch 
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fuch an honour. In this fituation he was 
obferved by l\1afl:er Compton; who, at the 
fame infiant, formed a fcheme of mortify­
ing J\,1 i rs Simmons} w horn he did not like, 
and of expofing Harry to the general ridi. 
cule. He therefore propofeditto Mafh, who 
had partly officiated as IVIafter of the Cere­
monies, who agreed to affift him, with all 
the readinefs of officious malice. Mafter 
Mafh, therefore, went up to Mifs Simmons, 
and with all the folernnity of refpea invited 
her out to dance: which fhe, although in­
different about the matter, accepted with­
out hditation. In the mean time, Mafler 
Compton went up to Harry with the fame 
hypocritical civility,·and in Mifs Simmons'~ 
name invited him to dance a minuet. It 
was in vain that I-Ic1rrv affured him he knew 

J 

nothing about the matter;_ his perfidious 
friend told him, that it was an indi1penfable 
duty for him to fiand up; that Mifs Sirn­
mc_rns would never forgive him if he fhould 
refufe; that it would be fufficient if he could 
jufi defcribe the figure, without ernbarraff .. 

rng 
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ing himfelf about the fteps. In the mean 

time, he pointed out Mifs Simmons who 

was advancing towards the upper end of the 

room, and taking advantage of his confufion 

.and embarralfment, led him forward and 

placed him by the young lady's fide. Harry 

was not yet acquainted with the fublime 

fcience of impoung upon unwary fimplicity, 

and therefore never doubted tbdt the mef­

fage had come from his friend; and as no­

thing could be more repugnant to his cha­

raEler than the want of compliance, he 

thought it neceffary at leafi to go and ex­

poflulate with her upon the fubjeft. This 

was his intention when he fuffered himfelf 

to be led up the room; but his tormentors 

did not give him time, for they placed him 

by the fide of the young lady, and infiantly 

called to the muGc to begin. 1'4ifa Sim­

mons, in her turn, was equally furprized at 

the partner that was provided for her; fhe 

bad never imagined rninuecdancing to be 

one of Harry's accomplifhments; and 

therefore infiantly fufpeaed that it was a 
~,,.,,r d 
... v1 5 -concerte ·,, 
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concerted fcheme to mortify her. How-, 

ever, in this !he was determined they fuould 
I be di Cappointed) as ilie was defl:itute of all 

pride and bad the fincerefl regard for Harry. 
- As foon., therefore, as the rnufic firuck up, 

the young lady began ber reverence; vv1hich 
1-Iarry, who found he was now completely 
caught, and had no time for explanation, 
imitated as well as be was able, but in fuch 
a manner as fet the whole room in a titter. 
Harry, however1 arming himfelf with all the 
fortitude he poffeffed, performed h1s part 
as well as could be expe8ed from a perfon 
that bad never learned a Gngle fiep of danc­
ing. By keeping his eye fixed upon his 
partner, he made a {hift at leaft to preferve 
fomething of the figure, although he was ' 
terribly deficient in the fteps and graces of 
the dance. But his partner, who was fcarcely 

' ]efs er-nbarraffed than himfelf> and wdbed to 
ihorten the exhibition, after croffing once, 
prefented him with he r hand. Harry had 
unfortunately not remarked the nature of 
this manceuvre with perfetl accuracy; and. 

, 1herefore 
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therefore imagining that one hand was j ufl: as 

good as the other, he offered the young lady 

l1is lefr, in/lead of his right hand . At chis in .. 

cidenr, an univerfal peal of merriment, which 

they r.1 1.> longer laboured to conceai,burH from 

almun all the company; and IVlifs Sim­

m On S W j lh l Ilg at any rate t O C] 0 I e the fc en e, 

prefenred her 11artner. with borh her. hands, 

and abruptly fini{hed the dance. The un­

fortunate couple then retreared to the lower 

end of the room, amid lhe jefls and fneers 

of their companions, particularly Mafh and 

Cumpton, who affumed ·unufual importance 

upon the credit of fuch a brilliant i 1,ventiono . 

When they were feated, Mi rs Sim1nons 

could not .help afking Harry, wilh fome di f­

pleafure, why he had t bus expofed -hi m felf. 

and her, by attempting what he was totally 

:ignorant of; and added, thar thoL1gh 1 here 

was no difgraoe in not being ab-le to da nee,. 

it.was very g reat fo!.ly to attem-pt it with- . 
' 

ollt hav111g learned a fingle fl:ep. 1 ndeed~. 

Madam, anfwered Harry, I never fu.ould:. 

have·thoug.ht of:trying ,. to do what.I. kn ,ew, 

M .. 6 , ! .was . 
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I was tota1ly ignorant of; but Maller 
Compton came to me, and told me, that 
you particularly defir.ed me to dance with 
you, and led me to the other end of the 
room; and I only came to fpeak to you 
and to inform you that I knew nothing 
about the matter, for fear you fhould think 
me uncivil; and then the mufic began to 
play and you to dance, fo that I had no op­
portunity of fpeaking; and I thought it 
better to do the beft l could, than to fiand 
flill, or leave -you there. Mifs Simmons in­
fiantly recovered her former good humour, 
and faid, Well, Harry, we are not the firfr, 
nor !hall be the lafl by hundreds, that have 

· 1nade a ridiculous figure in a ball-room> 
without fo good an excufe. But I am forry 
to fee fo malicious a difpofition in thefe 
young gentlemen, and that all their know­
ledge of polite life bas not taught them a 
]ittle better manners. Why, · madam, an­
f wered Harry, fince you are fo good as to 
talk to me upon the fubjea, I muft confefs 
that I have been very much furprized at 

many 
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many things I have feen at Mr. Merton's. 
All thefe young gentlemen and ladies are 
continually talking about genteel life and 

manners, and yet they are frequently doing 
things which furprize m'e . 1\lr. Barlo\f has 
always told me that politenefs confiflcd in 
a difpofition to oblige every body around 
us, and to fay or do nothing which can give 
them difagreeable irnpreffions. Y ct I con­
tinually fee thefe young gcnllernen {hiving 
to do and fay things,for no other reafon than 
to give pain. For not to go any farther 
than the prefent inflance, what motive can 
Mafter Compton and Malli have had, but 
to mortify you by giving you fuch a partner? 
You, madam, too, that are fo· kind and 
good to every body, that I fhould think it 
impoffible not to love you. I--Iarry, anfv:ered 
the young lady, what you fay about polite-

, nefs is perfealy juft. I have heard my 
uncle and many fenGble people fay the 
fame. But in order to acquire this fpecies 
of it, both goodnefs of heart and a juft way 
of thinking are required; and therefore 

many 
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ma n y people content them-felves with aping 
what they c~n pick up i11 the drefs, or gef .. 
tures, or cant exjJreffions of rhe higher 
claffes: jufl. like the poor af-, that dre>fl in 
the fkin of rt lion was taken for the lion 
himfelf, tit! hi~ unfortunate bra) ing exp Jed 
the cheat. Pray, ma · am, what is that 
fiory? fa id Harry. 1t is a t ri f1 i ng one tbat 

I have read, anfo,1ered Mifs Simrn,rns, of 

fomebody, that having procured a lion's 
fkin, faftened it round the body of an afs, 
and then turned him loofe to the great af­

fright of the neighbourhood. Thofe who 
faw him firft, imagined that a rn o110:rous ­
LJn had invaded the country, and fled with 
precipjtation. Even the very cattle caught 

the panic, and vyere fcattered by hundreds 

over the plains. In the mean t-ime, the 
viaorious ars pranced and ce1per~d along 
the fieldsJ and diverted h imfelf with running 
after the fugitives. But, at leng1.h, in the 
gaiety of his heart, he broke out into fuch 

a difcordant braying, as furprized thofe that , 

were -neareft, and expeRed to hear a very 
different,. 



SANDFORD AND MERTON. 279 

different noife from under the terrible fkin. 
Ac length a relolUle fellow vernure I by de. 
grees JJ.carer to this objed of t i eir terror, 
and difcovering the cheat that had heen 
pra8:ifed upon them, divefi.ed the poor ars 
of all his borrowed fpoils, and drove him 
away with his cudgel. . 

This fl:.ory, continued Mifs Simmons, is 
continually coming into my mind, when 
I fee any body imagine himfelf of great 
importance, becaufe he has adopted fame 
particular mode of drefs, or the grimaces of 
thofe that call themfelves fail1ionable peo­
ple. Nor do I ever fee Maner Mail1, or 
Compton, without thinking of the lion's 
{kin, and expe8ing every moment to hear 
them bray. Harry laughed very heartily 
at this fiory ; but now their attention was 
called towards the company, who had 
ranged themfelves by pairs for country­
dancing. Mifs Simmons, who was very 
fond of this exercife, then afked Harry if 
he had never pra8:ifed any of tbefe dances. 
Harry faid it had happened to him three or 

9 foul': 
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four times at borne, and that he believed 
he fhould not be puzzled about any of the 
figures. \Vell then, faid the young lady, to 
f11ow how little I regard their jn1ended 
mortification, I will fiand up, and you Diall 
be my partner. So they rofe, -and placed 
tl1emfelves at the bott om of the whole com­
pany, according to the laws of dancing, 

which appoint tbat place for thofe who 
come lafL And now the mufic began to 
{hike up in a more joyous ftrain; the little 
dancers exerted themfc:lves with all their 
aaivity, and the exercife diffufed a glow of 
bealth and chearfulnefs over the faces of 

the rnoft pale and languid. Harry exerted 
himfelf here, with much better fuccefa than 
he had lately- done in the minuet. He had 
great command over all his limbs> and_ was 
well verfed in every play that gives addrefo 
to the oody -; fo that he found no difficulty 
in praEl:ifing all the varied figures of the 
dances; particularly with the affiftance of 
Mifs Simmons, who - explainrd to him 
every thing that appeared embarraff-

ing. 
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ing. But now, by the continuance of the 

dance, all who were at firfl: at the upper 

end had defcended to the bottom; where, 

by the laws of Lbe diverfion, they ought to 

have waited quietly, till their companions, 

becoming in thefr turn uppermufl:, had 

danced down to their former places. But, 

when Mifs Simmons and Harry expected 

to have had their jun. fhare of the exercife, 

they found that almoft all their companions 

had deferted tbem, and retired to their 

places. Harry could not help wondering 

at this behaviour; but Mifs Simmons told 

him with a fmile, tbat it was only of a 

pjece with the reft; and that fhe had often 

remarked it at country affemblies, where all 

the gentry of a county were gathered to• 

gether. This is frequently the way, added 

fhe, that thofe who think themfe1ves fupe­

rior to tlie refl of the world, choofe to iliow 

their importance. This js a very bad way, 

indeed, replied Harry: people may choofe 

whether they will dance or praB:ife any par .. 

ticular diver.fion; but if they do, they ought 
to 
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to fubmit to the la\•VS of it, without repin­
ing: and I have always obferved among 
the little boys that I am acquainted with, 
that 1,vherever this difpofition prevails it is the 
greatefi proof of a bad and contemptible 
temper. I am afraid, replied Mifs Sir:n­
mons, that your ohfervations will hold uni­
verfally true; and that thofe who expe8: 
fo much for them[elves, without being 
willing to confider their fellow-creatures in 
turn, in whatever fiation they are found, are 
al ways the moft mean, ignorant, and def pi­
cable of the fpecies. I remember, faid 
Harry, reading a fiory of a great man, call­
ed Sir Philip Sydney. This gentleman was · 
reckoned not only the bravefl:, but the 
po1itdl: perfon in all England. It_ happen­
ed that he was fent over the fea to affift 
fome of our allies againfi their enemies ... 
After having difl1nguiH1ed himfelf jn fuch 
a manner as gained him the love and efieem 
of a-ll the army, this excellent man one day. 
received a fhot, which broke bis thigh as h_e 
was bravely fighting at the head. of his men .. 

Si~ 
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Sir Philip Sydney felt that he was mortally 

\Vounded, and was obliged to turn his horfe's 

head and retire to his tent, in order to have 

his wounq examined. By the time that 

he reached the tent, he not only felt great 

agonies from his wound, but the heat of 

the weather> and the fever which the pain 

produced, had excited an intolerable thirft; 

fo that he prayed his attendants to fetch him 

a little water. With infinite difficulty fome 

water was procured and brought to him; 

but, juft as - he was raifing the cup to his 

lips, he chanced to fee a poor Englifh fol 0 

dier, who had been mortally wounded in 

the fame engagement, and lay upon the 

ground, faint and bleeding, ar,i<l ready to 

expire. The poor man was fuffcring ]il e 

his general, from the pain of a conruming 

thirft; and therefore, though refpea pre .. 

vented hiru from a~ing for any, he turr·ed 

his dying eyes upon the water, with an 
eagernefs which fufficiently expla.incd his 

fufferings. Upon this> the excellent and 

noble gentleman took the cup, which he 
had 

.. 
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had not yet taficd, from his lipsJ and gave 
it to his attendants; ordering them to carry 
it to the wounded foldier, and only faying, 
" This poor man wants it frill more than 
I do:-'' 

This ftory, added Harry, was always a 
particular favourite with Mr. Barlow, and 
he has often pointed it out to me, as an ex­
ample not only of the greatefi virtue and 
humanity, but alfo of that elevated method 
of thinkingwhich conflitutes the true gentle­
man. For what is it, I have heard him fay, 
that gives a f uperiority of manners, but the 
inclination to facrifice our own pleafures 
and interefis to the well-being of oihers? 
An ordinary perfon might have pitied the 
poor foldier, or even have affifled him, 
when he had firfi taken care of himfelf: but 
_who, in fuch a dreadful extremity as the 
brave Sydney was reduced to, would be 
capable of even forgetting his own fuffer­
ings to relieve another, that had not ac­
quired the generous habit of always f1igbt­
iDg bis own gratifications for the fake of 

his 
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his fellow~creatures? As I-L1rry was con­

verfiug in tbis manner, the little company 

had left off dancing, and were refreD1ing 

themfelves with a variety of cakes and 

agreeable liquors, which had been provided 

for the occafion. Tommy lvlerton and the 

other young gent1emen were now difti_n• 

guifhing themfelves by their attendance 

upon the ladies, whom they were fupply­

ing with every thing t hey chofe to have; 

but no one thought it worth bis while to 

wait upon Mifs Simmons. When Harry 

obferved this, he ran to the table, and upon 

a large waiter brought her cakes and 

lemonade, which be prefented, if not with 

a better grace, with a fincere~ deGre to 

oblige than any of the reft. But, as he 

was Hooping down to offer her the choice, 

Nlafier Mafh unluckily paffed that way, 
and, elated by the fuccefs of -his late piece -

of ill-nature, determined to attempt a 

fecond frill more brutal than the firfl:. For 

this rcafon, jufl as Mifs Simmon; was help­

ing herfelf to fome \'\ ine and water, Mafh 

pretending 
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pretending to fiumble, pufhed Harry in 
fuch a manner, that tbe greater part of the 
contents of the glaffes was difcharged full 
into her bofom. The young lady coloured 
at the infu 1t, and Harry, who infl:antly per­
ceived that it had been done on purpofe, 
being no longer able to conta in his indig. 
nation, feized a giafs that was only half 
empti,ed, and difcharged tbe contents full 
into the face of the aggreffor. Mafi1, who 
was a boy of violent paffions, exafperated at 
this retaliation, which he fo well deferved, 
inflant1y catched up a drinking glafs and 
flung it full at the head of Harry. Happy 
was it for him, that it only grazed his head 
without tal~ing the full efle&. It however 
laid bare a confiderable gafh, and Harry 
was in an i nftant covered with bis own 
blood. This fight only provoked him the 
more, and made him forget both the place 
and company where he was; fo that flying 
upon ~!lafh with all the fury of jufl: re­
venge, a dreadful combat enfued, which 
put the whole room into a ~onfternation. 

But 
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But Mr. Merton foon appeared, and with 
fame difficulty feparated the enraged cham­
pions. He then inquired into the fubje8: 
of the conteft, which fvlaficr Mafh endea­
voured to explain away as an accident. Dut 
Harry per.fifled in hi3 account with fo much 

firmnefs, in which he was corroborated by 

the teftimony of Mifs Simmons, that 11r. 
Merton readily perceived the trutb. J,1t1fl1 
however apologized for him/elf in the befl: 
manner he was able, by faying, that he had 
only meant to play Mafler Harry an inno­

cent trick, but that he had u ndefigncdl y in­
jured Mifs Simmons. \,Vhatever rv1r. l\1er­

ton felt, he did not fay a great deal; he, 
however, endeavoured to pacify the enraged 

combatants, and ordered a!Iiflance to Har­
ry to bind up the wound, and clean him 
from the blood which had now disfigured 
him from head to foot. Mrs. lVIerton in 

the mean time, who was fitting at the upper 
end of the room amidfl: the other ladies, 

had feen the fray, and been -informed that it 
was owirig to Harry's throwing a glafs of 

· lemonade 
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lemonade in :tvlafier Mafh's face. This 
gave Mrs. Compton an opportunity of in• 
dulging herfelf again in _ long inve8ives 
againfr Harry, his breeding, family, and 
manners. Sbe never, fl1e faid, had liked 
tbe boy, and now he had juftified all he·r 
forebodings upon the fubjeEl. Such a lit­
tle vulgar wretch could never have been 
witnefs to any thing but fcenes of riot and 
ill-manners; and now he was brawling and 
fighting in a gentleman's houfe, jufi as he 
would do at one of the pub1ic hou[es to 
which he was ufed to go with his father. 
While fl1e was in the midfr of this eloquent 
harangue, 1\1 r. ~1erton came up, and gave 
a more unprejudiced narrative of the affair; 
he acquitted Harry of all blame, and faid, 
that it was impo{Eble, even for the mildeft 
temper in the world, to a8: otherwife upon 
fuch unmerited provocation. This account 
feemed wonderfully to turn the fcale in 
Harry-'s favour; though Mifs Simmons was· 
no great favourite wilh the young ladies, yet 
the fpirit and gallantry which he had dif_ 

3 covered 
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~overed in her caufe began to aB: very 
forcibly upon their minds. One of the 
young ladies obferve<l, that if mafter Harry 
was better drefi, he would certainly be a 
very pretty boy; another faid, fhe had al­
ways thought that he had a look above his 
fiati0n; and a third remarked, that con­
frdering he had never learned to dance, he 
had by no means a vulgar look. 

I 

This unto:ward accident having thus beet\ 
a.micably fettled, the diverfions of the 
evening went forward. But Harry, who 
had now loft all tafre for genteel .company> 
took the firft: opportunity of retiring to 

' bed; where he foon fell aileep, and forgot 
· hoth the mortification and bruifes he had 
received. In the mean time, the little 
company below found means to entertain 
themfelves till pafi: midnight, and then re .. 
tired to th.eir chambers. 

The next morning they rofe later than 
ufual: and, as feveral of the you_ng gen .. 
tlemen who l1ad been invited to the pre ... 
ceding evening's diverfion, were not to re-

Vo L . II. N turn. 
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turn till after dinner, they agreed to take a 

walk into the country. Harry went with 

them as ufua], though Mafter Mafl1 by his 

n1ifreprefentations had prejudiced Tommy 

and all the re.ft again.ft him. But Harry, 

who was confcious of his own innocence, 

and began tofeel the pride of injured friend­

fhip., dif dained to give an explanation of 

· his behaviour; £nee his friend was not fuf-. 

ficiently interefted about the matter to de ... 

n1and one. But while they were flowly 

walking along tlie common, they difcover­

ed at a diftance a prodigious croud of peo­

ple, that were al~ moving forward in the 

fame direBion. This attra8ed the curiofity 

of the little troop; and upon inquiry they 

found there was going to be a bull-baiting. 

Inflantly an eager defire feized upon all the 

little gentry to fee the diverfion. One 

obfiacle a1one prefented itfelf, which was 

that the-ir parents, and particularly Mrs. 

Merton, had made them promife that they 

would avoid every fpecies of danger. 

This objeaion was however removed by 

9 Maft.er 
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Mafler Billy Lyddal; who obferved that 
there could be no danger in the fight, as 
the bull was to be tied faft, and could there­
fore do them no harm. Befides, added he 
fmiling, what occafio_n have they to know 
that we have been at all? I hope we are 
not fuch fimpletons as to accufe ourfelves, 
or fuch tell-tales as to inform againfl: one 
another. No! no! no! was the univerfal 
exclamation from all but Harry, who had re-

- mained profoundly filent upon the occafion .. 
Marter Harry has not faid a word, faid one 
of the littk folks, fure he will not tell of 
us.- Indeed, faid Harry, I don't wifh to tell 
of you; but if I am afked where we have 
been, how can I help telJjng ?-What, an­
fwered Mailer Lydda], can't you fay, that 
we have been walking along the road, or 
acrofs the common, without mentioning 
any thing farther ?-No, faid Harry, that 
would not be fpeaking truth: befides, bull­
baiting is a very cruel and dangerous diyer ... 
fion, and therefore none of us fhould go to 
fee it; pa-rticularly 1\llafier Mer.ton, whofo 

N 2 mother 



i~t T H E H I S T O R Y •O F 

mother loves him [o much and is fo care­

ful about him. ·This fpeec_h was not re­

ceived with much approbation by thofe to 

whom -it was addrefied. A pretty fellow:, 

faid one, to .give himfdf t-hefe a.irs and pre­

tend to he wifer tha-n ever3/ one elfe !­

What, faid Mafter Compton, does this beg­

gar's brat think he is .to govern .gentlemen~s 

fans, becaufe Mailer .Merton is fo good as 

to keep company with him ?-If I were 

Mafler Merton, faid a third, I'd foon fend 

the little impertinent jackan3:pes home to 

his own blackguard farnily.-A·nd Mafl:er 

Mafh~ who was t he biggeft and firongeft 

boy in the whole .company, teame up tG 

Harry., and grinning in his face, faid, So aJ.l 

the return that you make to Mafler Merton 

for his goodne.fa -to you, is to be a f py and 

an informer, i-s it_, you little dirty black­

guard ?-Harry~ who had long perceived 

a nd lament ed the coolne.fs -df Ma·fier Merton 

t owards him, was now much more grieved 

to fee that his friend was not only filent, 

but feemed to take an ill-natured pleaf ur.e 

·.m 
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JD thefe infults, than at the infults them-­
felves which were offered to him. How­
ever, as foon as the croud of tormentorJ 

which furrounded him., would give him 

leave to fpeak, he coolly anfwered, that he. 

was as little of a fpy and infbrmer as any of 
them; and as to begging, he thanked God, 

11e wanted as litde of them, as they did of 
him : befides, added'fie, were I even reduced 
fo low as that, 1 fhould · know better how to 

employ my time, than to -afk charity of any 

one here. 
This farcaftic anf wer, and the reflectionJ 

that were made .upon it, had fuch an effeEt 

·upon the too irritabl~ temper, of Mafter 

Merton, that in an infiant' forgetting hit 
former oblig~tions and· affeaion to Harry, 

he ftrutted up to him, and clenching hi3 
fift, a{ked him, whether he 1neaned to infolt · 

him? Well done, Mafter Merton, echoed · 
through the whole fociety; thr.e!h him 

heartily for his impudence. No, Mafter 

Tommy, anfwered I-Iarry, it is you and · 
your friends_ here that infult me. Vvhat. 

N 3 anfwered 
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anfwered Tommy, are you a perfon off uch 

confequence, that you mufl: not be (ooken 

to ? You are a prodigious fine gentleman 

indeed.-! always thought you one, tjll 

now, anfwered Harry.-I-Iow, you rafcal, 

faid Tommy, do you fay that 1 ain not a 

gentleman ? ........ Take that, and immediately 
firuck I--!arry upon the face with his fifr. 
His fortitude was not proof againft this 

treatment, he turned his face away, and 

only faid in a low tone of voice, Mafler 

Tommy, Mafter Tommy, I never fhould 

have thought it poilible you could have 

treated me in this unworthy manner: then 

covering his face with both his hands, he 
burft into an agony of crying. 

But the little troop of gentlemen, who 

were vaft1y delighted with the mortification 

which Harry had received, and had formed 

a very jndifferent opinion of his prowefs, 

from the patience which he had hitherto 

exerted, began to gather round, and repeat 

their pcrfccutions. Coward, and black. 
guard, and tell-tale, echoed in a chorusJ) 

througl 
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through the circle; and fome, more for­

ward than the refi, feized hold of him by 

the hair, in order that he might hold up 

his head, and ihow his pretty face. But 

Harry, who now began to recolld:1 himfelf., 

wiped his tears with his hand, and looking 

up, afked them with a firm tone of voice 

and a Heady countenance, ·why they med­

dled with him; then fwinging roundJ he 

difengaged bimfelf at once, from all who 

had taken hold of him. The greatefi part 

of the company gave back at this que:CT:ion~ 

and feemed difpofed to leave him unmoleft­

ed; but Mafi:er Mafh, who was the moil: 

quarrelfome and impertinent boy prefent., 

advanced, and looking at 1--Iarry with a con­

temptuous . fneer, faid, This is the way we 

always treat fuch little blackguards as you; 

and if you have not had enough to fatisfy 

you, we'll willingly give you fome more. 

As to all your nick-names and nonfenfe, 

anf ,ered Harry, I don't think it worth my 

while to refent tbem; but though I have 

fuffered Mafier Merton to {hike me, there's 

N 4 not 
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not another in the company !hall do it; or 
jf he choofes to trv, he fhall foon find wl1e-

✓ 

ther or not I am a coward. MaHer Mafh 
made no anfwer to this but by a flap of the 
fac•e, which Harry returned by a punch of 
his fi ft, which had almofi over[et his an­
t agonift, in fpite of bis fuperiority of fize 
and 1lreugtb. This unexpeaed check fro1n 
a boy fo much lefs than bimfelf migbt pro .. 
bably have cooled the courage of Mafh; had 
he not been afhamed of yielding to on~ 
w hom he had treated with fo much unmerit- ' 
e d contempt. Summoning, therefore, all 
l1 is r efol.ution, he flew at Harry like a fury; 
and, as he had often been engaged in quar­
rel s like this, he Hruck him with fo much 
force~ tha t wi th the .firfi blow he aimed,. 
he fell ed tjim to the ground. :Harry, 
foiled in tbis 1nanner but not difrnayed> 
role in an infiant and attacked his adverfary 
with redoubled vigour, at the very mom ent 
when he thought himfelf fore of the victory. 
A fec ond time did :Nlafl1, a fter a il1ort but 
fove re contefl, clofc -wit h bis undaunted 

enemy1 



SANDFORD AND MER TON. 297 · 

enemy, and, by dint · of fuperior firength.l) 

roughly hurl him to the ground. The 

little troop of fpeclators who had rnifiaken, 

Harry's patient fortitude for cowardice, be­

gan now to entertain the fincereft refpeR , 

for his courage, and gathered ·round the 

combatants in filence. A fecond time did· 

l-Iarry rife and attack his {Hanger adverfary,, 

with the cool intrepidity of a veteran com­

batant. The battle now began • to grow,· 

more dreadful and more violeflt.i Mafh.1 

ha~ f uperior firength and , dexteri·ty, and 

greater habitu<le of figh ting; his blows were, 

aimed .w .. ich equal fkill and: force; and each 

appeared fofficient to cru{h an enemy fo 

much j nferior ·i n fize, in fhength, in . years: 

but Harry poifeffed a . body hardened to . 

fupport pain and hardfhip ; a greater degree 

of· activity, . a cool, unyield-ing. eourageJ). , 

which nothi!Jg could diflurb-- or daunt. 

Four times had he, been now thro.wn dovn:i : 

_by the-irrefiftible firenrgth of , hi-s foe; four 

.times had he rifen ftro!Iger from his faH, . 

covered with dirt and blood., and pa1iting .: 

A :N 5 _ · sw.itl·i 
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with fatigue, but fiill unconque . ed. At. 
length from the duration ·of the co ~;'bat 
and his own violent exertions, the firength 
of Mail1 began to fail: enraged and difap­
pointed at the obfiinate refifiance be had 
met with, he began to lofe all command of 
his temper and ftrike at random; his breath 
grew fhort, his efforts were more laborious., 
and his knees feerned fcarcely able to fofiain 
his weight. But aauated by rage and fharne; 
he ru{hed with all his might upon Harry, as 
if determined to cruih him with one laft 
effort. Harry prudently fiepped back, and 
contented ·himfe1f with parrying the blows 
that were aimed at him; till feeing that his 
antagonift was almorr exhaufied by his own 
impetuofit.y,i he darted at him with all his 
force, and, by one fuccefaful blow., levelled 
him with the ground. · 

An involuntary, fhout of triumph now 
burfi from the little affembi-y of fpe8ators; 
for fuch is the temper of human beings that 
they are more -inclined to confider fupe­
Jiority 9f force than j uftice; and the very 

fame 
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fame boys who juft before were loading 
Harry with taunts and outrades, were now 
ready to congratulate him upon his viElory. 
He, however, when he found his antagonifl: 
no longer capable of refirl:ance, kindly affift­
ed him to rife, and told him he was very 

forry for what bad happened; but he, op­
prefied at once with the pain of his bruifes 
and the difgrace of his defeat, obferved an 

obflinate filence. 
Ju ft in this moment, tbei r attention was 

engaged by a new and fud _· en fpeEtacle. 
A bu 11 of the largefi fi.ze and greatefl: 
beauty was led acrofs the plain, adorned 
with ribbons of various colours. The 
majeflic animal fuffered himfelf to be led 
along an unreGrting prey, till he arrived at . 

the fpot which was defiined for the theatre 
of his perfecu_tions. I--Iere he was faftened 
to an iron ring, which had been ftrongly let 
into the ground, and w hofe force they ima­
gined would be fufficient to reftrain him, even. 

in the midfl of his mofi violent exertions ... 

An innumerable croud of men, of women.1). 
N 6 of 
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of children, then furrounded the place, 
waiting with eager curiofity for the inhui. 

man fport which they expeB:ed. The little 

party, which had accompanied Mafie--t" 

·Merton, were now no longer to be reftrain­
ed; their friends, their parents, ·admonition, 
duty, promifes, were all forgotten in an in-.. 

fiant, and, folely intent upon gratifying their 

curiofity, they mi1-1gled with the furround:.. 

ing multitude. 
1--Iarry, although relutt-antly, - followed~ 

them at a diftance; neither the ill-ufage he 
had received, nor the pain of his wounds, 

could m·ake hi-m unmindful of Mafier . 
Merton, or carelefs of his-fafety. He knew 
too well the dreadfHl accident3 which fre""" 

- quently attend thefe barbarous fports, to 

be able tq quit his friend, till . he had once 

more feen him in a place of fafety. And 
now the noble animal, that was to be thus 

wa·ntonly tonne.Ated, · wa.s faftened to the 

ring by a fhongly-twified cord; which, 

though it c0nfined and cramped his CiX-. 

~rtionsJ. did not entirely refirain them. Al-
though 
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though poffeffed of almoft irrefifiible 

firength, he feemed unwilling to exert it; 

and looked round upon the jnfinite multi­

tude of his enemies with a gentlenefs th 2t 

ought to have difarmed their animofi t}". 

Prefeptly, a dog of the larg.efi fize and rnoft 

ferocious courage i-s-let loofe; who, as foon 

,s he beheld_ the bull, uttered - a . favage 

yell-, and,rullied; upon him with all the rage 

of inveterate animofity.. The bull fuffered 

him to approach with the c.oolnefs of 
aeliberate courage; but j ufl: as the dog was 

fpringing up . to feize him, he rufhed for­

ward to meet his foe, and putting, his head 

to the ground, canted him into the air 

feveral yards.; and had not. the fpeEtators 

run and caught him upon their ba~ks and 

hands, he would have been cru!hed to pieces 

in the fall. The fame fate attended another, 

and another dog, which were let loofe fuc­

€effively; the one was killed upon the fpot., 

while the other, who had a leg broken in 

the fall, crawled howling and limping away. 

'Ihe bull, in the mean while, behaved wiJ~ 

an 
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all the calmnefs and intrepidity of an ex• 
perienced warrior; without violence, with­
out paffion, he waited every attack of his 
enemies, and then feverely punifhed them 
for their rafhnefa. While this was tranfaa­
ing, to th~ divedion not only of the rude 
and illite ra te' populace, but to th at of the 
little gent ry with Iv1af1:er lVIerton, a poor 
balf. naked bl ack came up, and humbly 
implored their char.ity. He had ferved, he 
told them., on board an Englifh yeifel, and 
even fhowed them the fears of feveral 
wounds he had re ceived; but now he was 
difcl arged, and without friends, without 
affi CTan ce, he could fcarcely find food to 
fupport bis wretched life, or clothes to cover 
bim from the wintry wind . Some of the 
young gentry, wbo from a bad education 
had been little taught to feel or pity the 
difhefs of others., we re bafe enough to at­
tempt to jdl: upon his dnil(y colour and 
foreign accent; but Mafler Merton, who, 
though late] y much corrupted and changed 
-fr.om what he had been with Mr. Barlow., 

p1eierved 
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preferved a great degree of generofity, put 
bis hand into bis pccket in order ~o rel ieve 
him, but unfortun1tely found no th ing to 
give; the foolifh profufion which he had 1 

lately learned from the young gentlemen 
at his father's houfe, had made him wafle in 
cards, in play-things, in trifles, all his flock 
of money; and now he found himfelf unable 
to relieve that diftrefs which he pitied. 
Thus repulfed on every fide, and unaffifled, 
the unfortunate black approached the place 
where Harry fiood., holding out the tattered 
remains of his hat, and imploring charity. 
Harry had not much to give, but he took 
fixpence out of his pocket, which was all 
hi.s riches, and gave it with the kindeft look 
of compaffion, faying, Here, poor man., this 
is all I have; if I had more, it fhould be 
at your fervice. He had no time to add 
1nore, for at that inftant, three fierce dogs 
rufhed upon the bull at once, and by their 
joint attacks rendered him almoft mad. 
The calm deliberate courage, which he had 
hitherto !hewn, was now changed into rage 

and 
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1'.nd defperation ; he roared with pain and 

fury; flafhes of fire feemed to come from 

bis angry ·eyes, and his mouth was covered 

with foam and blood. He hurried round 

the flake with inceffant toil and rage, firft. 

aiming at one, then at another, of the per,.. 

fe cuting dogs, that har-raffed him on every 

fide, growling and baying, inceffant1y, and 

biting .him in every part. At. length, with a 

furious effort. that. he made, he trampled 

one of, his-foes -beneath his feet, and gored . 

a fecond · to that degree, that his-howe1s . 

came through the wound; and at ·the fame 

moment, the cord whi€,h had ,hitherto1 con~ 

fined · him, fnapp~d -· afuiilder, and · let .him 

loofe upon the -affdgb.te.d multitude. · It .1s 

im-poffible to, conceive the terror-and -dif­

rnay which 1nfi·ant1y feized the . crowd of 

fpedators. Tbofe; who before had been 

hallooing • w.ith joy,. and encouraging tl-:e · 

fury, of the dogs. with fhou-ts and acclama­

tions, were- n0w fcattered -over ·the plain, . 

and fled from the fury of the animal, whom . 

they had been fo_bafely tormenting! The 
enraged',,; 
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~nraged bull, mean-while, rufl1ed like light­
ning over the plain, trampling fo m e, goring 
others, and taking ample vengeance for 
the injuries he had received. Prefently, he 
rufhed, _with headlong fury, towa rds the fpot 
where Mafler Merton and his affociate.5 

fiood; all fled with wild affrigLt, but with 
a fpeed that was not equal to that of -the 
purfuer. Shrieks, and outcries, and lamen­
tations were heard on every fide; and t hofe, 
,vho a few minutes before had defpifrd the 
good advice of Harry, would now have 
given the world to be fafe in tbe houfes of 
their parents. Harry alone feemed to pre­
ferve his prefence of mind; he neither cried 
out nor ran; but when the dreadful animal · 
approached, leaped nimbly afide, and the­
bull paffed on, without embarraffing himfelf 

• 
about his efcape. Not fo fortunate was 
Mafter Merton_; he happenc<l to be the laft . 
of the little troop of flyers, and full in the 
way which th,,e bull had taken. And now 
his deftruElion appeared certain; for as he 
ran, whether through fear or the inequality 

of 
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of the ground, hrs foot flipped, ;:ind down 
he tumbled, in the very path of the enraged 
purfuing animal. AH, who faw, imagined 
his fate inevitable; and it would certainly 
have proved fo, had not Harry, with a, 
courage and prefence of mind above his 

years, fud<lenly feized a prong, which one· 
of tbe fugi tives had dropped, and at the very 
moment when the bull was fl:ooping to 
gore his dcfencelefs friend, advanced and 
wounded hi1n in the flank. The bull, in an, 
infiat.1t, turned fhort, and with redoubled 
rage made at his new affailant; and it is 
probable that, notwithflanding his intre­
pidity, Harry ,-vould have paid the price of 
his affiflance to his friend with his own life, 
had not an unexpeEled fuccour arrived. 

B ut, in that infiant, the grateful black 
rufhed on like lightning to ailifi him, and 
cJ{faili ng the bull with a weighty flick which 
he held in his hand, compelled him to turn 
his r~ge upon a new objea. The bull in­

deed attacked him with all the impetuofity 

of revenge, but the black jumped nimbly 

afi~ -, 
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afide and eluded his fury. Not contente 
with this, he wheeled round bis fierce an­
tagonifl:, and feizing him by the tail, began 
to batter bis £ides with an unexpe£ted Harm 
of blows. 1 n vain did the enraged animal 
bellow and writhe hirnfelf about in all the 
convulfions of madnefs; his intrepid foe, 
without ever quitting his bold, fuffered bim­
felf to be dragged about the field, Hill con­
tinuing his difc ipline, ti 11 the ere a ture was 
alrnoft: fpent with the fatigue of his own 
violent agitations. And now fome of the 
boldefl of the fpe£tators, taking courage, 
approached to his affiO:ance, and throwing a 
well--twified rope over his head, they at 

length, by the dint of fuperior numbers, 
completely maftered the furious animalJ 
and bound him to a tree. In the mean 
while, reveral of tv1r. Merton's fervants who 
bad been fent out after the young gentle­
men, approached and took up their young 
mafler, \,vho, though without a wound, was 
almofi. dead 1 ith fear and agitation. But 
Harry, after feeing that his friend \,vas per ... 
- foal y 
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feEUy fafe, and i-n the ha-nds of bis 0wr1 
farnity, invited the black to- accompany 
l1im, and infl:ead of returning to t\11 r. Iv1er­
ton~s, took the way which led to his fa­
ther's boufe. 
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