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FRONTIS.Pl EC E 

Tage SL5B .TI ,e reconci1iation was begun and 
completed in a moment, 
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Let not, 0 generous yo,nh ! thy mind r~c:oil 
At tranfitory pain, or manly toil! 
Nor fondly linger in the painted vale, 
.Nor crop the flowers, nor woo the fummer's galel · 
Heedlefa of pleafure's voice, be thine the care 
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And each hard fiep but Jjfts thee to the Jkies. 
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OF 

SANDFORD AND MERTON., 

W HILE thefe fcenes were paffi.ng, 
Mrs. Merton, though ignorant of 

the danger of her fon, was not undifturbed 
at home. Some accounts had been brought 
-of Harry's combat, which ferved to make 
her uneafy and to influence her frill more 
againft him. · Mrs. Compton too and Mifa 
Matilda, who had conceived a violent dif­
like to Harry, were bufy to inflame her by 
their malicious reprefentations. While fhe 

VoL. III. B was 
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was in thefe difpofitions Mr. Merton hap­
pened to enter, and was at :o:nce .attacked 
by all the ladies upou tht fubject: of this 
improper conneB:ion. He endeavoured, 
for a long time., to remove their prejudices 
by reafon~ but w'hen '.he found that to be im­
poffible, he .contented himfelf with telling 
his wife, that a little ti1ne would perhaps 
.decide ,which were the n1oft proper com­
panions ,for their fon; and that till Harry 
had .dONe fomething to render himfelf un­
•worthy of their notice, he never could con­
-fent to the trezting him with coldnefs or 
,.neglect. At this moment a female fervant 
burft into the room with all the wildnefs of 
.affright, and cried out with a voice that was 
fcarcely articulate, Oh ! madam, madam! 
iuch an accident-poor, dear mafter Tom• 
my ...... What of him, for · God's fake ? 
.cried out Mrs. Merton, with an impatience 
,and concern that fuffi<;ient1y marked her 
feelings. Nay, madam, anfwered the fer-
11ant, he .is not much hurt .they fay; but 
little Sandford .has taken him to a bull-

baiting, 
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baiting, and the bull ha5 gored him, and 

William and John are bringing him home 

in their arms. Thefe words were fcarcely 

delivered when Mrs. · Merton uttered a vi­

()}ent fhriek, and was inflantly feized wit!-i 

.an hyfteric fit. vVhile the ladies were all 

employed in affifling her and . reftoring her 

fenfes, ]\1r. Merton., who, though much 

alarmed, was more compofed, walked pre­

cipitately out, to learn the truth of this im­

perfect: narration. He had not proceeded 

far, before he met the crowd of children 

and fervants, one of whom carried Tommy 

Merton in his arms. As foon as he was 

convinced that his fan · had received no 

other damage than a violent fright, he be­

gan to inq uir.e into the circumfrances of the 

affair, but before he had time to receive 

any information, Mrs. Merton, who had re­

covered from her fainting, came running 

wildly frorn the houfe. When ihe faw that 

her fon was fafe, !be caught him •in her 

·arms, and began to utter all the incoherent 

expreffions o{ a-morhfr-'s fondn~fs. It was 
B 1- with 

/ 
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'With difficulty that her hufb'and co_u_ld pre .. , 
vail l!POil her to moderate her tran(port's 
till they wer~ within. Then ihe gave a loofe 
-to her feelings in all their violenc_e ; and, 
for a confiderable time, was _incapable of • 
.attending to any thing but t~ j-oy of his 
miraculous prefervation. At lengt~, how­
ever., ihe beca~e more compofed, a-~d ob­
ferving that all the company were prefent 
except Harry Sandford, fue exclaimed with 
[udden indignation; _So, I fee that lit,tle abo-
1ninable wretch has not had the impudence 
to follow you in: and I almoft wifh that the 
bull had gored him as ~e defe-rved. . What 
little wretch, mamma, faid Tommy, do you 
mean ? Whom .can I mean, cried Mrs. 
Merton, hut that vile Harry Sandford, that 
your father is fo fond of~ and who had nearly 
-coft you your 1.ife, by k£lding you into this 
,danger? He! mamma, faid Tommy, he 
lead me .into danger~ He did all he could 
!!o perfoiade me not to go ; and I was a very 
;11aughty boy indeed, not to take his ad-
1VlCt.. Mn. Menon flood a1nazed at this 

infor-
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information; for her prejudices.had operated 

fo p'owerfully upo·n her· mind, that ihe had 

implicitly believed the guilt of Harry upon 

the imperfect evidence of the maid. Who 

was it then, faid Mr. Merton, could be fo 

imprudent? Indeed, papa1 anfwerecl Tom ... 

my, we were all to blame, . all but I-Jarry, 

who advifed and begged us not to go., and 

partictilarly me, becaufe he faid it would 

give you fo much uneafinefs when you knew 

it, and that it was fo dangerous a diverfion. 

Mrs. Merton looked confufed at her mif­
take, but Mrs. Compton obferved that fhe 

fuppofed Harry- was afraid of the danger, 

• and therefore had wifely kept out of the 

way. Oh! no, indeed, madam, anfwered 

one of the little boys; Harry is-no coward, 

though we thought him fo at firfi:, when he 

let mafl:er Tommy fh[ke·him; but he fought 

mafter Mafh in the braveft manner I ever 

faw, and though . 1nafi:er Maili fought very 

well, yet Harry had the advantage; and I 

faw hiin follow us at a little diftance, and 

keep his eye upon mafi:er Merton all the 
1 . 

B 3' time~ 
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time, till -the bull broke loofo ; and then I 
was · fo frightened that• I do not know what 
beca1ne of him. So, this. is the little boy, 
faid Mr. Merton, that you were for driving 
from the fociety of your children ! But let 
us hear more of the ftory, for as · yet I . 
know neither the particulars of his danger 
nor his efcape. Upon this,. o~e of the fer­
vants, who from fame little difi:ance had 
feen the whole affair, was called in and ex:-. 
amined. He gave them an exact account 
of all ; of Tommy's misfortune ; of Har:-. 
ry's bravery; of the unexpected fuccour. of. 
the poor, black ;. and filled the whole room­
with admiration that fuch an actio•n, fo no­
ble,. fo intrepid, fo fortunate, fhould hav:e· 
been achieved by f uch a child-. 

Mrso Merton was mow filent with iliame 
at reflecting upon ~er own tmjufl: p,rejudices,_ 
and the eafe 'with which fue had become·· 
the enemy of a boy who had fave-d the life 
of her darliag fon; and who appeared as 
1nuch fuperior in character to all the youn.g,­
.gentlemen at her houie1 as they .exceeded 

him 
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Jiim in rank and fortune. The young la­

dies now for got· their former obj.eB:ions to 

his perfon and manners, and fuch is the ef­
fect of genuine virtue, all the company 

~onf'pired to extol the conducl: of Harry to 

the fldes. But Mr. Merton, who ha-d ap-­
peared more delighted than all the rnft with· 

~ the relation of Harryrs intrepidity, now cafu 

his eye~ around·the room, and feen1ed to be· 

looking for his little friend. B'ut when he. 

could not find him,. he faid, with fome con­

cern, Where can be our little deliverer ?.' 

Sure he can have met with no accident that 

frn has not returned with the reff !' No.,, 

faid one of the fervants, as to that, Harry 
Sandford. is fafe enough, for 1 faw him go; 

towards his own home in company with the 

black. Alas !· anfwere-d Mr. Merton, furely 
liie muft have received fome unworthy treat­

ment that could make him thus abruptly· 

<lefert us all. And now I recollect that I' 
heard one of the young gentlemen mention· 

a blow that Harry had received; furely., . 
Tommy, you could not havt= been fo, 

B4 bafulr 
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bafely ungrateful as to fl:rike the beft and 
t1obleft of your friends t Tommy, at this, 
hung down his head.; his face was covered 
with a burning blufh, and the tears began 
!ilently to trickle down his cheeks. Mrs .. 
Merton remarked the aoguifh and confafion 
of her child, and, catching him in __ her arms> 
was going to clafp him , to her bofom with 
the moil: endearing expreffions ;: bu_; Mr.. 
lvierton, haftily interrupting her, faid~- It is. 
not now a time to give way to fondLl~fs for­
a child, that, I fear., has acl:ed the bafeft and 
vilefl part that -can difgrace an human be-· 
ing; and who.i if what I fufpect is tru~, can 
be only a difhonohlr to hi5 parents. At this, 
Ton1my could no longeF contain himfelf, 
but burft out into fud1 a v~olent tranfport 
of crying, that Mrs. Merton, who feemed 
to feel the feverity of Mr .. Merton'·s con­
ducl: with frill more poignancy than her fon .,, 
caught her darling up- in her arms, aNd car-­
ried hi1n abruptly out of the room, ac­
companied by moft of the ladies, who pi­
~ied Tommy's abafement,. and agreed that 

there: 
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rhere was no c'rime he could have been 
guilty of which was not amply atoned for by 
fuch a charming fenfibility. 

But 'M-r. Merton, who now felt all the· 
painful intereft of a tender father, and con­
fidered this as the critical- moment which 
was to give his· fon the impreffion of worth 
or_ bafenefs for life, was determined. to exa­
mine the affair to t,he utmoili. He thereq· 

fore took the firft opportunity of drawing· 
the little boy afide who. had mentioned,.. 
mafter Merton's fhiking. Harry, and _quef­
tioned hi1n upon the fubject. But he, . who 
had no particular intereft in-difguifing the 
truth, related. the circumilances nearly as 
they had happened; . and~. th~rugh he a. little 
foftened matters· in Tommy:s .. favour, yet, 
without ·intending. it,- he held up fuch a. 
picture of his violence and;,: injuf1ice as· 
wounded his· father to the fovL -~-While Mr. 
lVIerton was occupied by thefe · uneary feel,., 
ings, he was- agreeably futprifed by ·a vi.Gt 
fron1 Mr. Barlow, who came accidentally to• 
fee him, with ~. perfe{t· ign6rance of ·all the 

B r . ) great . 
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great events which had fo ·recently nap• ... 
pened.. Mr. Merton: received thiis worthy 
man with the fincereft cordiality;. but there­
was fuch a gloom diffuf'ed-over. all his man­
n·ers,. that Mr·. Barlow beg.an to, fufpecl:-that 
all was not right with Tommy.,, and there­
fore purpofely inquired after him, to give 
his father an opportunity of fpeaiking. This, 
Mr. Merton did not fail to do ;- and taking 
Mir. Bar.low affefiionately hy- the hand, he 
faid, Oh ! my dear fir, I begin to· feaT that 
all my hopes are at an end ~n that boy, and 
~n your kind eF1deav0urs. thJl'OWtil: away. _ ·He­
has j'uft behaved in fuch a manner as fhews 
)1im to be radically corrupted, and infenfible 
Gf every prim;:i.ple but pride.. He then re­
lated to Mr. Barlow every 1f.lcident of Tom­
my's behavioor, making the fevereft re­
.fiections upon his infolence and ingratitude, 
and blaming his own fupinenefs that had 
npt earlier che~ked thefe boifterous- paffi-0ns,. 
,that now .burft forth with fuch a degree of 
J~ry and threatened ruin to his hopes. In­
•tlee~, anfwered Mr. Barlow, I am very forFy 

to 
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to. hear this account of my little friend; 

yet, I Jo not fee it quite in fo forious a 

light as yourfelf: and, though I cannot de­

ny the dangers that may arife from a cha­

J:acter fo fufceptible of falfe impreffions, and 

fo violent at the fame time, yet I do not 

think the corruption either fo great, or fo 

t5eneral,. as- you feem to fufpecl:. Do we 

not fee, even in the moft trifling habits of 

body or fp,eech, that a long and· continual 

attention, is required, if we would wifh to, 

change them ;. and yet our perfever.ance is­

in the end g.enerally fuccefsful? Why then­

fhould we imagine that thofe of the mind, 

are lefs.- obftii1ate, or fubjel't to · different;. 

laws?. Or,~ why 1hould· we rafhly abandoni 

our.felves-to def pair, fro1n the firft experi-­

·ments that do not fucceed according to ou1-. 

w.ifhes ?. Indeed, . anfwered Mr. Merton->-­

what you fay is perfeB:1y confiftent with the 

gener.al beflevolence of your chara8:er., and: 

moil confolator:y to the tendetnefs of a fa­

ther. . Yet, I know. too well the gern~ra l 

weakriefs .of y.arent$ in ~efpe~ to, J~~, fau'lt~i 
. B 6; of 
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of their children, not to be upon 1ny gu·ardi 
againft the deluf10ns of my own n1ind. 
And when I confider the abrupt tranfition of 
my fon into every thing that is- moft incon­
fiftent with. goodne.fs; how lightly., how in-­
ftantaneouQy he feems to. have forgotten: 
eve_ry thing he had learned with you, I can­
·not help forming the moft painful and me­
] ancholy prefages- of the future.. Alas, fir, . 
anf wered Mr. Barlow,.. wh<:1t is the general 
malady of human nature but this .v€r.y infta .... -
bility which now appears iii your fon ? Do: 
you imagine that half the vices . of men. 
arife from· real depravity of heart ? ·on the· 
contrary, I am convinced that h.um.ari nature 
is infinitely more weak _ than w~cked; and· 
that the greater part of all bad conduct 
f pririgs r.ather from want of firmnefa than 
from any fettled _propenfity to-evil. Indeed,. 
replied Mr. Merton,. what you fay is highly. 
reafonabl,e ; nor did I ever expect that a boy. 
fo long. indulged and fpoiled fhould be 
exempt from failings.' But what particu-

'~. larly hurts i:ne is., to-fee him proceed to fuch, 
difagreeable· 



SAND FOR D AND MER T O N. r'j 

cd'ifagreeable extremities without any ade:.. 
q_uate temptation ; extremities that I fear 
imply a defect of goodnefs. and generofity:, 

virtues which I always thought he had pof­
feffed in a very great degree. Neither, an­
f wen'.'.d Mr. Barlow,. am I at all convinced 

that your fon is deficient in either. But you 
are to confider the prevaler:ice of example, 
and the circle to· which you have l~tely in­

troduced him. If it is fo diffi.cult even for. 
perfons of- a mo.re mature age and experi­
€nce to refifi: the impreffions of thofe with 
whom they conil:antly affociate, how can 

you expect it from your fon? To be armed 

againft the prejudices of the world, and to 
diftingui!h real' merit from the fpl.endid 
vices. which p~fs current in what is called 

fociety, is one of the moft difficult of hu­
man fciences. Nor do I know a fingle cha'­
racl:er, however excellent,. that wo.uld not 

candidly c?nfefs he has o_ften made a wrong 
election., and paid that homage to . a bril­
liant outfide which is only due to real merit., .. 
You comfort me very much, fa.id Mr ... 

Merton, 
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Merton, but f uch ungovernable paffions !' 
f\lch viole1ice an.d impetuofity !-Are in­
deed very fermidable, replied Mr. Bar.low •. 
Yet, when they a1'e properly dheB:ed, fre­
quently produce the nobleft effects;. and. 
h.iftory.,, as- well. as private obfervation, may 
inform us,, that, if they· fometimes lead· 
their poffdfor aftray,, they ar.e equally ca­
pable of bringing him back• to the right , 
path,- provided- they are properly acted: 
upon. You have, I doubt not, r.ead the 
ftory 0f Polemo, who, from a debauched 
young, man, became a eektbrated· philo­
fopher, and a. model of v:irtue, on]y by at­
tendi-ng a. fingle moral lecture-. Indeed,. faidi 
Mr. Mer-ton, I, am afuamed. to confefs that­
the various_ employments and amufements-. 
in- which I have paffed1 the greater part of 
my life,J have not afforded me as. much1 
leifure for reading as- I could wifh. You­
will ther-efore oblige me very much. by. re­
peating the ftory you -allude to. 

) ' 

I, • 



'I'he Story of For.EMO.. 

P<>L.EMO, faid Mr. Barlow:, was a· young 

n,an of Athens.,. f.o. diftingu.iilied by his ex.­

celfes, _rhat he was the averfion of all the 

difcreter pa.rt of the c;:ity. He led-a life of 

continual intemperance and diifrpation. 

His days we,e givea up to feafi:ing and , 

amufements, his. njghtS> to riot and intoxir 

cation. He was conftant1y fur.rounded by 

a fet of loofe· young men who· imitated and, 

encourag€d his- vices-; an@• when they had 

t!otally dr,owned the little reafou, they polfeft.,, 

in copious draughts of wine, they were ac­

cuftomed to fully OBt:,, c.ind pra£tif e every 

fpecies ·of abfurd and licentious frolic. One 

morning. they we11e thus wandering about, .. 

after having ~ent the night as ufual, when. , 

they beheld a great coneourfe of peQple that 

were liftening to the difcourfes of a cele­

l>rated philof0pher named Xenocrates. Th-e 

greater part of the young men,. who ftill re­

.t~ined fome fc:nfe of lhame> were fo ftruck. 
with 
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with this fpecl:acle that they turned out of 
the way, but Polerno, who was more daring­
and abandoned. than. th~ r-eft, . prefr forward' 
into the midft of the a:1dience. His figure­
was too remarkable not to attra-cl: univerfal, 
notice ;. for his head was crowned with 
flowers, his _robe hung negligently about 
him,. and· his whole body was reeking with 
perfumes ; befides, his look and manners 
were f uch as very little q11alified him for fuch 
a company. Many of the a1:1dience were, 
fo difpleafed at this interruption, that they 
were ready to treat the young man with· 
great feverity, but the venerable philofopher 
prevailed upon, them not to molef1 the in-­
truder, and· cahnly continued his . difcourfe; 
which happened· to·· be upon the ~ignity and: 
advantage of temperance. As he·proceeded,, 
he defcanted·upon this fubjeB:. with fq much . . force an_d eloquence,. that the young man· 
became more comp0fod and att~ntive, as it 
were, in fpite of himfelf. Prefently, as the­
fage grew frill rnore ~nimateci in his repre­
f~ntation, of the ihameful !la.very wh.ich at-· 

tends , 



SANDFORD AND MERTON. 17 

tends the giving way to our paffion~ and the 

f.ublime happinefs of reducing the1n all to 

order, the countenance of Polemo began to 

change, and the expreffio~ of it to be foft­

ened~ He cafl: his eyes in mournful filence 

upon the ground, as if ill deep repentance 

for his own conte_mptible conduct. Still 

the philofopher increafed in vehemence; he 

feemed to be animated with the facred ge­

nius of the art which he profeft, and to 

exe_rcife an irref1flible-power over the rpinds 

of his hearers. He drew the portrait of an 

ingenuous and modeft young man, that had 

been bred up to virtuous toils and manly 

h_ardinefs. He painted hiin triumphant . 

over all his. paffio.ns., and tra·mpling upon 

human fears and weaknefs. Should his 

country be invaded,. you f~e him fly to its. 

defence, and ready to pour forth all his blood., 

Calm and compofed he appears with a ter­

rible beauty in the front of danger, the· 

ornament and bulwark of his country. The· 

thickefl: fquadrons are penetrated by his 

refifrlefs valour,. and he points the paths of 
v:ic1:ory 
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vietory to his admiring followers. . Should he fall in battle, how glorious is hisJot ! to be cut off in the honourable difcharge of his, duty, to be. wept by all the brave and virtuous, and to furvive in the eternal re­cords of fame r-While Xenocrates was thus difcourfing,Polemo feemed to be tranfported with a 'facred enthufiafrn ;- his eyes flafhed £re, his countenance glowed with martial indignation, and the whole expreffion of his-, perfon was bhanged. Prefently-,. the philo­iopher-, who had remarked the effects of his: difcourfe, painted in no lefs glowing colours. the life and manners of an effeminate young man. U ,nhappy youth, faid he, what words £hall I find equal to thy abafement ?· Thou art the :reproach of thy parents-, the difgrace of thy country,. the fcorn or pity of every generous m-ind. How is nature difhonoured in thy perfon, and all her choiceft gifts­abort,ive ! Tl1at ftr:ength which would hav.e iendered. thee the glory of th.y city, and the terror of her foes, is bafely thrown away on luxury and intempera.nce ! thy. youth and 

beauty 
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he-auty ar~ wafted- in riot a-nd pre1naturely 

blafled by difea(e. Inftead of the eye of 

fire, the port of intrepidity, the ftep of mo­

deft fir.mnefs., a fqualid pa:lenefs {its upon thy.· 

face, a hloated corpulency enfee~es thy 

limbs, and prefents- a picture of human na­

ture in its moft abject fta.te. But hark!. the-· 

trumpet founds;. a favage band of unre- ' 

lenting enemies have furroundtd the city. 

and .are prepared to fcatter flames- a;nd ruin 

through the whole !· The v1Ytuous youth that' 

have been educated to nobler cares, arm with 

g..enerous emulation, and fly to its defence. 

How lovel}f do they- appear,. dreft in r,·e .. 

fplendent arms, and moving flowly on in a 

E:lofe.,, impen€tra.b>.le phalanx !: They ar,e ani:.. 

mated by ever-y motive which can give 

energy to an human breaft,, and lift it to tht: 

fub1i1neil: achi€vements.. Their hoary fires.,, 

their -v:enerable magiftrates,. t:he beauteou5, 

forms. of trembling ving1ns, attend· them to 

the war,. wirh prayers and acclamations. G.o, 

f6rth, ye generous bands, fecure to meet the 

rewards-. of victory, or the repofe of honour-, 

ab.k 
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able death! Go forth, ye generous bands,.but 
unaccompanied by the wretch I have de­
fcribed. His feeble arm refufes to bear the 
ponderous fhield; t_he pointed f pear . finks­
feebly from his grafp; he trembles at the noife and tumult of the war, and flies like· 
the hunted hart to. lurk in ihades and dark­nefs. Behold him rouzed fr0m his midnight 
orgies, reeking with wine and odours., and, 
crowned with flowers,. the only trophies of 
his warfare; h~ hurries with trembling frep~­
acrofs the city ; his voice,. his gait, his whole 
dep.ortmen_t pro~,laim the abject flave of intemperance, and ftamp indellble infamy· upon his name. While Xenocrates'. was­
thus difcourung, Polemo lifl:ened with fixt 
attention: the former animation · of his 
countenance gave way to a vifrble dejeEtion; 
prefently his lips trembled and hi& cheeks 
grew pale; he was loft- in melancholy re­
collection,, and a Glent tear was obferved to 
trickle down. But when the philo.fopher clefcribed a character fo like his own, lhame feei-ned to. take intire poffeffion of his foul~ 

and } 

• 
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and rou.zing, as from a tong and painful 
lethargy, he foftly raifed his hands to his 
head, and tore away the chaplets of flowers, 
the monu1nents of his effeminacy and dif .. 

. :grace: he feemed intent to compofe his 
,drefs into a more decent form, and wrapped 
his robe about him, that before hung loofely 
waving with arr air·of fi:ud1ed effeminacy. But 
when Xenocrates had finifhed his difcourfe, 
Polemo approached him with all the humi­
lity of confcious guilt, and begged to be­
.come his difciple; telling him that he·, had 
:that day gained the moff glorious con.itu-'1: 

' . 
;that had ever been achieved by reafon and .,, 
philofophy, by infpiring with the lo"e -'of 
virtue a mifld th~t had be.en hitherto plui1ged 
in folly and fenfuality. Xeno.crates e1n­
·braced the young man, encouraged him in 
fuch a laudable <lefign, and admitted him 
-among his difciples. Nor had he ev.er rea­
fon to repent of his facility,, for Polemo from 
-that hour abandoned ·au hjs former ,com pa .. 
nions and vices, and by his uncommon ar- , 
:dor for improvement, very foo:n .became as 

celebrated 
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.celebrated for virtue and wifdom as he had 
-before heen for every contrary quality. 

Thus, added Mr. Barlow, you fee how 
little .reafon there is to def pair of youth, even 
i n the moft_ difadvantageous circumfrances. 
It has been juftly obferved that few know 
-all they -are capable of; the feeds of diffe­
rent qualities frequently lie concealed in the 
character, and only wait for an opportunity 
of .exerting the1nfelves; and it is the ·great 
bufinefs of education to apply fuch motives 
to the imag.ination, as may ftimulate it to 

laudable exertions. For thus the fame acl:i "." 
vity of mind, the fame impefuofity of tern. , 
per, which, by being improperly applied, 
would only form a wild, ungovernable cha­
racter, may produce the fteadieft virtue, and 
prove a bleffing_ both to the individual and 
his country. 

I am infinitely obliged to you for this -
ftory, _faid Mr. Merton, and as 1ny f0n- will 
certainly find a Xenocrates in you, I wifh 
that you· may have reafon to think hin1 in 

fome 
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ro1ne ·degree a Polemo. But, fince you are 
fo kind as to prefent me rhefe .agreeable 
hopes, do not leave the work unfinifhed, 
but tell me what you think the beft method 
-0f tr:eating him in his prefent critical fitu­
ation. That, faid Mr. BaJ"low, muft de­
pend, I think, upon the workings of his own 
mind. He has always appeareq. to me ge­
nerous and humane, and to have a fund of 
naturaLgoodnefs amid all the faults which 
f pring up too luxuriantly in his charaB:er. 
It is impoffible that he ihould not be at 
prefent poffeft with . the ke.eneft fhame for 
his own behaviour. It will be your ,firfc 
part to take advantage of thefe fentiments., 
.and, inftead -of a fleeting and . tranfitory fen­
.fation, to .change them into · fixt :and -a&tive 
principles. _ Do not ·at prefent~fay n1uch to · 
~him··upon the fubject. Let us both be at­
.te~tive to the filent -workings of his -mind, · 
and regulate our behaviour a~cordingly. 

This converfation being fi9iflred,~ Mr. 
Merton introduced Mr. Barlow to the com­

pany 
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pany in the other room. Mrs. Merton, 
who now began to be a little ftaggercd in 
fome of the opinions £he had been moil: fond 
of, received him with uncommon civility, 
and all the refl: of the company treated him 
with the greatefi: refpecl:. But Tommy., 
who had lately been t_he oracle and the ad­
miration of all this brilliant circle, appeared 
to have loft all his vivacity. He indeed 
advanced to meet Mr. Barlow with a look 
of tendernefs and gratitude, and made the 

moil: refpeB:ful anfwers to all his inquiries; 
but his eyes were involuntarily turned to the 
ground, . and filent melancholy and dejection 
were vifibl~ in his face. Mr. Barlow re­
n1arked with the greateft p1eafure thefe figns 
of humility and contrition, and pointed them 
out to Mr. Merton the firft time he had an 
opportunity of _[peaking to him without 
being overheard; adding, that unlefs he 
was much deceived, Tommy would foon 
give ample proofs of the natural goodnefs 
of his charatl:er, and reconcile himfelf to all 
his friends. Mr. Merton heard this obfer-

vat1on 
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vation with the greateft pleafure, and now 
began to entertain fome hopes of feeing it 
ace om plifhed. 

After the dinner was over, moft of the 
young gentlemen went away to their re­
fpeB:ive homes. Tqmmy feeme'd to have 
loft much o( the enthufi~frn which he had 
lately felt for his polite and accomplifhed 
friends ; he even appeared to feel a 'ftcret 
joy at their departure, and anf we red with a 
vifible coldnefs all th~ir profeffions of. regard 
and repeated invitations. · Even Mrs. 
Compton · herfelf an~ Mifs Matildia, who 
were alfo departing, found hirn as in fen fib le 
as the reft; though they did not fpare the 
n1oft extravagant praifes and the warmeft 
profeffion~ of rega~d. 

And now the ceremonie~ of taking leave 
being ove~, and moft of the vifitors ' de­
parted, a fuclden folitude feeined I t() ha·v·e 
takea po{foffion of the houfe' ·which wa:i 
lately the feat of noife, and bu'(Ue, ..a:nd fef­
t1 v1ty. Mr. and Mrs. Merten and rvrro 
Barlow were left alone with Mifs Simmons 

VOL, III. C and 
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.and T 0mmy,, and one or two others of the 
fmaller gentry who had not yet returned to 
their friends. As Mr. Barlow was not fond 
of cards, Mr.. Merton propofed, after the 
tea-table was removed, that Mifs Simmons, 
who was famous for reading well~ fhould 
~ntertain the comp.any with fome little tale 
or hiftory, adapted to the comprehenfion 
,even of the youngeft. Mifs Simmons ex­
.cu.fed herfelf with the gre~ eft modefty, hut 
upon Mrs. Menon's joinini:_: in the requeft., 
1he inftantlo/ ,complied, and fetching down 
a_ book_, .-read the fol.lowing ftory of .. 

·'SoPHRON an-d T1GRANES. 

'SoPHRON and Tigrames were t.he chil­
dren of two neighbour1ng ihepherds that 
fed their_ flocks in that .part of Afia wh,ich 
borders u_2on mo~nt Lebanon.. They were 
,accuft01ned to each ot'her fro1n their earlieft 
infancy,, and .the -continual habit of con­
!Verfin g at .length produced a tender and in­
t i1n.ate fr.iendfuip.o Sophron was ,the larg:tr 

and 
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and more robuft of the two; his look was 
firm, but modeft, his countenance placid, 
and his eyes were fuch as infpired confi .. 
dence and attachment. He excelled mofl:: 
of the youth_of the neighbourhood in every 
fpecies of violent exercife, fuch as wreftling, 
boxing, and. whirling heavy weights·; but 
his triumphs were conftantly mixed with fo 
much humanity and courtefy, . that even 
thofe who found themfel ves vanquifhed 
could feel no envy towards their conqueror. 
On the contrary, Tigranes was of a cha­
racter totally dilferent. His body was le.fs 
{hong than that of Sophron, but excellently 
proportioned, and adapted to every fpecies 
of fatigue. His countenance was full of 
fire, but difpleafed by an excefs of confi­
dence; and his eyes fparkled with fenfe and 
meaning, but bore too great an expreffion 
of uncontrouled fiercenefs. Nor were thefe 
~wo youths lefs different in the application 
of their faculties than in the nature of them; 
for Tigranes · fee1ned ro be poffeffed by a 
reftlefs _ fpirit of commanding all his equals., 

C 2 :while 
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,;;h1le ·Sophron, contented with the enjoy­
ment of ·tranquillity, defired nothing more 
than to avoid oppreffion. _ 

· Still as _ they. -affifted :their parents in ·lead-

-~ng every morning their .flocks t? pafture, 
.they entertained each . .orher with rural fports., 
.or, laid under tbe .fhade .of .-arching rocks., 
<luring the heat of the .day., con vc:rfed with 
r.11 the -eafe of childifu friendfhip. Their 
obfervations were not n1any; they were 
.chiefly drawn fr0111 the objects of nature 
:which furrounded them, or from the fimple 
rnodes of life to which they had been wit .. 
nefs; but even here the diverfity of their 

characters was fufficiendy expreffed. See,, 
faid Tigranes .one day., , as he cafl his eyes 

-upwards ~to the cliffs of a neighbouring 

-rock, that e2g1e which rifes" into the ·im-
menfe regions <?fair, till he abfolutely. foars 

beyond the reach of fight; were I a bird, 
.! _fhould choofe to refemble him,, that I 
might traverfe tb~ clouds with the rapidity 
of a whirlwind, and dart like lightning _ 
upon my pre,y. That e.ag.1~, anf wered So--

phron, 
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phron; is the en1ble1n of violence and injut:. 

rice; . he is the enemy of every bird and 

even, of everv b~aft. chat is· weaker than him 

'felf.: · were ,I to , choofe,-I fhould prefer th,., 

life. of yonder f wan., that moves fo .frnoothly 

and inoffenG vely alolilg the river; he is 

fhong ei;iough to defend himfelf from in-­

jrfry; without oppremng others ; and, there­

fore, he is neither feared nor infulted by 

other animals. \Vhile · he was yet fpeaking, 

the eagle,._ who had been hovering in thtt 

a1r, darted fuddenly 1own at fome diftance, 

and fejzing a larrib., was-bearing it away in 

his cruel talons;_ when., alrnoft irr the faine 

inil:ant., the f11epherd, who had been watch­

ing all his motions from a neighbouring 

hill, let fly an · arrow from his bow,. with f0 

unerring an aim that it pierced the body of 

the bird., . a.nd bro_ught him h~-adlong to the 

ground, writhing in the ·. agonies of: deathi. 

This, faid Sophron, J. have often heard is 

the fate of ambitious people ; while they 

are endeavour·ing to mount beyond . their 

follows., they are fropped by fome . unforefeen , 

C J mis-, 

• 
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misfortune. For my part, faid Tigrane~, I 
had rather periih in the n1iddle of the .Qcy, -
than enjoy an .age of life, bafely chained 
down and grovelling upon the furface of 
the earth. What we either may enjoy, an-
f wered Sophron, is in the hand of Heaven ; 
but may I rather creep, during life, than 
mount to commit injuftice and opprefs the 
.innocent! 

In this manner paffed the early years of 
the two friends. As they grew up to man­
hood the difference of their tempers became 
more vifible, and gradually alienated them 
from each other. Tigranes began to de.­
fpife the uniform labours of a fuepherd, 
and the hu~ble occupations of the country o 

His :Cheep were neglected, and frequently 
wandered over the plains, without a leader 
to guard them in the day or bring them 
back at night. The young man was in the 
mean time employed in climbing rocks, or 
traverfing the fore(l-, to feek for eagles nefts, 
or pierce with his arrows the different wild 
animals• which inhabit the woods. If he 

heard 
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heard the horn of the hunter, or the cry of 

hounds, it was impoffible to reftrain his 

eagernefs. He regarded neither the fum­

mer's fun nor the winter's froft while he was 

purfuing his game. The thickeft woods, 

the fteepeft mountains, the deepeft rivers., 

were unable to ftop him in his career. He 

triumphe-d over every danger and difficulty 

with fuch an invincible courage as made 

him at once an object of ~error and admi­

ration to all the youth in the neighbour .. 

hoo~ His friend Sophron alone beheld 

his exploits neither with terror nor admira­

tion. Of all his comrades Sophron was­

the only one whom Tigranes ftill continued 

to refpecl:, for he knew that, with a gentle­

nefs of temper which fcarcely any thing 

could exaf perate, he po.ffdfed the firmeft 

courage, and a degree of bodily ftrength 

which rendered that courage invincible. l-Ie 

affected, indeed, to defpife the virtuous mo­

deration of his friend, and ridicl1led it witI1 

fame of h1s loofer comrades as an abject 
pufillanimity ; but he felt hirnfelf humbled 

C 4 when-
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whenever he was in his company as before 
a fuperior being, and therefore gradually 
eftranged himfelf from his fociety. 

Sophron, on the contrary, enterrained the 
fincereft regard for his friend, 6ut he knew 
his defects, and trembled for the ·confe­
quences which the violence and ambition 
of his character might one day produce .. 

' Whenever Tigranes abandoned his flocks 
or left his ruftic tafks undone, Sophron had 
the goodnefs to fupply whatever he had 
omitted. Such was the vigour of his £on­
ftitution that he was indefatigable in every 
labour, nor did he ~ver exert his force more 
willingly than in performing thefe voluntary 
duties to his abfent friend. Whenever he 
met with Tigranes, he accofred him in the 
genrlefi manner, and endeavoured. to win 
hirn back to his fonner habits and manners. 
He reprefented to hun the injury he did his 
parents, and the dif quietude he occafioned 
111 th<:>ir minds, by thus abandoning the du ... 
ties of his profeffion.. He fometimes, but 
with the greatefi: mildBefs, hinted at the 

coldnefa 
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coldnefs with which ! igranes treated him ; 

and reminded his friend of. the pleafing in­

tercourfe of their childhc,od. But all his 

remonfrrances were vain ; T-igranes heard 

him at firfr with coolnefs, then with impa­

tience or . contempt, and, at laft, avoided hi1n · 

altogether. 

Sophron · had a la1nb ·which he had for­

merly faved frorn the devouring jaws of a 

wolf, whG> had already bitten -him. in feveraL 

places, and ·defrro.yed his dam. The ten­

dernefs with which this benevolent young . 

man had nurfed and fed him dur.ing his in­

fancy bad fo attached him to his mafi:er, 

that .he feemed to , prefer his foci.ety to that 

of his , own fpecies. Wherever .Sophron 

went,_ the. faithful lamb. accompamied hi1n , 

like his dogs, lay down beG.de him \vlren he · 

repofed, .and followed clofe behind when he · 

drove the reft of the flock to p_a(h1re. So­

p ½ron was equ·ally attached to his dumb · 

coin.pan ion; h~ often div<trted hilnlelf wich . 

his innocent gambols,, fed · him with the 

choiceft herbs out oLhis. · hands., . and .w,hen 

C. S~ he. 
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he fiept at night, the lamb was fure to re-­
pofe befide him. 

It happened about this time, that Ti­
granes, as he was one day exploring the 
woods, dircovered the den of a £he-wtilf, iA 
which ihe_ had left her young ones while 
Jhe went out to fearch for prey. By a ca­
price that was natural to his temper, he 
chafe out the largeft of the whelps, carried 
it horne to his houfe, and brought it up as 
if it had been an ufeful or harmlefs animal. 
While it was yet but young, it was incapa­
ble of doing mifchief; but, as it increafed 
in age and. ftrength, it began to !how figns 
of a bloody and untameable difpofition, and 
made all the neighbouring £hepherds trem­
ble for the fafety of their flocks~ But, as 
the courage and fiercenefs of Tigranes had 
now rendered him formidable to all his af­
fociates, and the violence of his temper made 
him impatient of all oppofition, they did not 
Jpeak to him upon the fubjecl:; and as to 
his own parents, he had long learned to treat 
them wit~ indi5"erence or conten1pt. So-

phron 
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phron alone, who was not to be awed by 
fear, obferving the juft apprehenfions of the 
neighbourhood, undertook the taik of ex­

poftulating with his friend, and endeavoured 

to prevail upon him to part with a beaft fo 

juflly odious, and which might in the end 

prove. fatal whenever his natural rage fhould 

break out into open aEts of Qaughter. Ti­

granes heard him with a fneer of derifion., 

and only anfwered; that, if a parcel of mi­
ferable ruftics diverted themfelveswith keep­

ing fheep, he, who had a more elevated 

-foul, might furely entertain a nobler animal 

for his diverfion. But, fhould that nobler 

animal prove a public mifchief, coolly re­
plied Sophron, you 1nuft expect: that he will 

be treated as a public enemy. Woe_ be to 

_the man, anfwered Tigranes, brandifhing 

his javelin and fternly frowning, that ihall 

dare to meddle with any thing that belongs 
to me! Saying this, he tur-ned his •back 
upon Sophron., and left hi,n with difdain. ; 

It was not long -before the very event 

took place which -had been fo long forefecn~ 
C 6 The 
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The wolf of Tigranes,, eiThe_r impelled b;.t 
the accidental tafte of blood, or by the na­
tural fier-cenefa of his own temper, fell one 
day upon the fheep with foch an unexpeB:ed 
degree of fury,. that he fla:ugh.tered thirty 
of them before it was poffible to prevent 
him. S.ophron happened at that time to be 
within view; hr ran with amazing fwiftnefs 
to the place,. and found the- favage bathed 
in blood, tearing the carcafe of a. lamb 
which he had jufl Dain. At the approach 
of the daring youth the wolf began to utter 
a difmal cry, and., quitting his prey, feemed 
to prepare himfelf fox: a· Daughter of anothet 
kind. Sophron was entirely unarmed, and 
the fize and fury of the beaft which rufhed 
forward to attack hi.m might well have ex.­
cufed him had he declined the combat. 
But he, confulting only his native courage,. 
wrapped his iliepherd's cloak around his left 
arm to refift the firfi: onfet of his enemy:, 
and, with a determined look and. nimble 
pace, advanced towards his threatening ad­
verfary. In an inftant the w_olf fprang up-

on 
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on him, with an, horrid yell ; bu.t Sophron 
nimbly eluded. his attack, and, fuddenlf 
throwing_ his-vigorou? arms about the body 
of his adverfary, cornp~lled- him to {huggle 
for his own fafety. It was then that he uc* 
tered cries more dreadful than before;. and, 
as he writhed about in all the agitations of 
pain and rnadnefs, he gnafhed his terrib1€ 
teeth with impotent attempts to bite; while 
the blood aftd foarn whid1 ~.ffu~d from his 
jaws rendered hi?S figur,e fiil.l more horriblce 
than before. But Sophron, with undaunted 
courage, fl. ill maintained his hold, and:, 
grafping him with irrefiflible ftrength, pre­
vented him from ufing either his teeth ot 
claws in his ow defi:nce. lt was not long 
before the ftruggles a-nd violence of th€ 
woJf grew perceptibly weaker from fatigue, · 
and he feemed t.o wifh to decline a farther 
combat with fo formidable a foe, could he 
have found means to efcape. Sophron"the.fl 
coll ected all his fhength, and, friz.ing hi$ 
fainting ad verfary b.y the neck and throat, 

. graf ped hi1n ftill tighter · in his terrible 

J hands, 
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hands, till the beaft, incapable either of 
difengaging himfelf or breathing, yielded 
up the conteil and his life together. It was 
almoft in this moment that Tigranes paffed 
that way, and unexpeB:edly was witnefs to 
the triumphs of Sophron, and the miferable 
~nd of. his favourite. Inflamed with pride 
and indignation, he uttered dreadful im 40 

pre~ations againfi: his friend, who, in vain, 
attempted to explain the tranfact:ion; ·and, 
ru!hing upon .him with _ all the madnefs of 
inveterate hate, ·aimed a javelin at his bo­
fom. Sophron was calm as he was brave; 
he faw the neceffity of defending his own 
life againft the attacks of a perfidious friend; 
and, with a nimble fpri11g, at once eluded 
the weapon and clofed with h1s antagoni(h 
The .con1bat was then more equal, for each 
was reduced to depend upon his own ftrength 

... ·and activity. 'I'hey ftruggled for fome 
time with all the efforts which difappoi-nted 
·rage could infpire on the one· fide, and a 
vir~uous indignation on the other. At 
length the fortune, or rather ·the force an~ 
,t coolnefs-
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coolnefs of·Sophron, prevailed over the blind 
impetuous_ fury of Tigranes : he at once 
exerted his whole remaining ftrength with 
iuch fuccef.~, that he hurled his adverfary to 
the ground-, where he lay bleeding, van• 
quifhed., and unable to rife. Thou fcarcely, 
faid Sophron, deferveft thy life from my 
hands., who couldft fo wantonly and unjufl:ly 
attempt to deprive me of mine; however, 
I will rather remember thy early merits 
than thy recent injuries . . No, replied the 
raging Tigranes, load me not with thy 
odious benefits, but rather rid me of a life 
which I abhor, fince thou haft robbed me of 
my ho!')our. I will never hurt thee, re­
plied Sophron, but in my own juft defence; 
live to make a better ufe of life., and to have 
jufrer ideas of honour... Saying· this, · he af• 
fifred Tigranes to rife, but finding his tem­
per full of implaf able refentment, he turned 
another way, and left him to go home 
a_lone. 

It was not lo rig after this event; that a 
company 'of. foldkrs • marched acrofs the 

plai11, 

.. 
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plains where Sophron was feeding his B.ocks.1 
and halted · to refrefh themfelves· under the 
1hade. of fome fpreading trees. . The officer 
who commanded them was ftruck with the 
comely fig\lre. and ex-preffive countenance of 
Sophron. . He called the young man to 
him and endeavoured to enflame him with 
a. military ardor, by fetting before hi1n the 
glory which might be acquired by arms, and 
ridiculing the obfcurity of a · country life. 
When he thoJJght he had fufficientl-y . e%T 

cited hi.s admirationt he propofed to him 
that he iliould enrol himfelf in. his coin~ 
pany, and promifed him every encourage~ 
m~nt which . he ·thought rnoft likely to en"" 
gage the paffi0ns of a young man. Sophrof,l 
tharrked hin1 with humility for his offers:, 
but told .him, that he had an aged father-, 
wh@ was now become incapable of mainr 
~a i-ning himfelf; and therefore that he coul~ 
accept of no offers., however a_dvantageous 
they might appear, which would inrerfere 
:wi th the di1charge of this duty. Th~ of­
ficer . replied., and ridiculed .. the fcru.p.les .of · 

, the . 
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the young man ; but, finding hirn inflexi­
ble in his refolution, he at lat1 turned frmn· 
him with an air of contempt, and called his: 
men to follow him·, muttering as he went 
reflections upon the ftupidity and cowardice 
of Spphron. The party had not proceeded 
far, before, by ill fortune, they came t0 the 
place where his favourite lamb was feeding;' 
and, as he had not yet learned to dread the 
cruelty of the human f pecies, he ad vance4 
towards them with all the confidence of un­
fHfpicious innocence. This is a lucky a€­
cident, cried one of the foI0-ier-s, with a· 
brutal fatisfaction ; fortune was not willing 
that we fhou]d go without a fupper, and 
has therefore fenc us a prefent.. A happy 
exchange, anf.wered a feco.nd;. a fat iheep 
infl:ead of a lubbeFly fhepherd; and the· 
coward will no doubt think ·hirnfelf happy 
to ileep in a whole fkin at fo fn1all an ex­
pence. Saying this, he took the lamb,, 
and bore it away in triumph i uttering a 
thoufand threats and execrations againft the 
mafter, if he fhoul.d dare to reclaim it .. 

Sophron -
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Sophron was not fo far removed as to efcape 
the fight of the indignity which was offered 
him. He followed the troop with fo much 

I -

f wiftnefs, that it was not long before he 
overtook the foldier who was bearing away _ 
his friend; and, trom his load, marched ra­
ther behind the reft. When Sophron ap­
proached him, he accofl:ed him in the 
_gentleft manner, and befought him, in words. 
that might have touched any one but 
a favage, to reftore his favourite. - He 
even offered, when he found nothing elfe 
would avail, to purchafe back his own pro ... 

perry wirh fomething of greater value. But 
the barbarous foldier, inured to fcenes of 
mifery and little accuftomed to yield to 

_ human entreaties, only laughed at his com­
plaints, and loaded him with additional in­
fults. At length, he began to be tired with 
his importunities, and, drawing his f word, 
and waving it before the eyes of Sophron., 
threatened that, if he did not depart imme­
diately, he would ufe him as he intended to 

do the lamb. .And do you think, anfwered 
~~ Sophron, 
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Sophron, that, while I have an arm to lift, 
or a drop of blood in my veins, I will f uffer 
you, or- any man, to rob me of what I value 
more than life ? The foldier, exafperated at 
fuch an infolent reply, as he termed it,­
aimed a blow at Sophron with his f word, 
which he turned afide with a ftick he held 
.in his hand, Co that it gi"anced inoffenfively 
down ; and; before he could recover the ufe 
of his weapon, Sophron, who was infinitely 
!l:ronger, clofed in with him, wrefted it out 
of his hands, and hurled him roughly to the 
ground. Some of the comrades of the 
vanquifhed foldier came in an infi:ant to his 
affiftance, and, without inquiring into the 
merits of the caufe, drew their f words, and 
began to affail the undaunted young man. 
But he, brandifhing the weapon which he 
had jufl: feized, appeared ready to defend 
hi1nfelf with fo much ftrength and courage, 
that they did not choofe to co,ne too near, 
While they were thus engaged, the officer, 
who had turned back at the fi rft noife of the 
affray, approached, and1 oniering his men 

to 
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to defifr, enquired into the occa!ion of th~ 
conteft. Soph ron then ; recounted, with fo 
much modefty and refpecL, . the indignities 
and infults he had received; . anci the un ­
provoked attack. of. the foldi 0 rr wh1ch had 
obliged him to defend his own- life, that th~ 
officer, who hacl a real refpect for courage;.. 
was ·charmed with the benaviour of the 
young man. He therefore · reproved his 
·1nen for their. diford.erly manners, praifed th~ 
intrepidity- ef Sophron, and ordered his 
lamb to be-reftored to him, with which h~ 
joyfully departed-. 

· Sophron .was fca.-rcely ou·t of Gght, when ­

Tigranes., who was then by accident return­
ing from the ch.ace, met the fame party upoFI 
their n1arch. Their. military attire and 
,glittering-arms, inftantly ftruck his mind with 
admiration. He fi:o-pped to gaze upon 
them as they paft, and the officer, who r.e­
rnarked the rnartial air and well-proportioned 
limbs of Tigranes~, entered into converfarion 
with him, and made him the fame propofals 
which ,he had_ before done. to Sophron . 

. 1r Such1 



S A N .D .-F O R-D ~- N D M ER T O N. 4 s 
Such incenti.ves were irr.efiftible to a vam 
and ambitious mind : the young man in an 
in,ftaut forgot his friends, his country, and his 
parents, and 111arched away with all the 

. pleafure that flrong prefumption and afpi­
ring hopes could raife. Nor .was it long 
before he had an opportunity of fignalizing 
his intrepidity. .,_l\.fia was at that time over­
ran hy nu1nerous ·band5 of favage warriors 
under djfferent and independent chiefs. 
That country, which has in every age been 
celebrated for the mildnefs of the .climate 
and the fertility of the foil, fcems to be def. 
tined to groan under all the horrors of eter-­
nal fervitude. Whether thefe effects are 
merely produced by fortune, or whether the 
natural advantages it enjoys have a neceffary 
tendency to foften the minds of the ,inha-­
bitants to floth and effeminacy, it 1is certain 
that the people of AG.a have ,in general been 
the uni:efill:ing prey of every invader. Ar: 1 

this time, feveral fierce ' and barbarous na­
tions had brokep in upon its territory; and, 
after coverjng its fertile plains with carnage 

and 
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and <lefolation, were contending with each 
other for the fuperiority. 

Under the moil: enterprizing of thefe ri­
.val chiefs was Tigranes now en.rolled, and 
in the very firft engagement at which he 
was prefent, he gave fuch uncommon proofs 
of valour, that he was -difl:ingui!hed by the 
general with marks of particular regard, and 
became the admiration of all his comrades. 
Under the banners of this adventurous war-

- rior did Tigrane~ toil with various fortunes, 

during the fpace of many years. Sometimes 
viEtorious in the fight, fornetimes baffled ; 
at one tirne crowned with conqueft and glo­
ry, at another befet with dangers, covered 
with wounds, . and hunted like a wild beaft 
through rocks and forefts. Yet ftill the 
native courage of his temper fuftained his 
fpirits and kept him firm in the profeffion 
which he had chofen. At length, in a de­
cifive battle in which the chieftain under 

_ whom Tigranes had enlifted contended with 
. the moil: po~erfol -of his rivals, he had the 

_honour of retrieving the vicl:oryJ when his 
own 
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own party feemed totally -routed; and, after 
having penetrated the thickeft fquadrons of 
the enemy, to kill their general with his 
own hand. From this moment he feemed 
t-o be in poffeffion of all that his ambition 
could defire.. He was appointed general 
of all the troops, under the chief. himfelf, 
whofe repeated victories had rendered him 
equal in power to the moft celebrated rno­
narchs. Nor did his fortune ftop even here; 
for after a number of fucceffive battles, in 
which his· party were generally victorious 
·by his experience and intrepidity, he was, 
upon the unexpected death of ,the chief, 
onanimoujly chofen by the whole nation to 
f ucceed him. 

In the "rnean time Sophron, free from en­
vy, avarice, or a1nbition, purfued the natt1-
ral impulfe of his character., and contented 
himfelf with a life of virtuous obfcur-i<ty,, . 
·He· pafi: his time in rural labours, in watch-­
ing his. flocks, and in attending with alt the 
duty of- an affeclionate child upon his aged 
parents. Every morning -he rofe with the 

fun., 

t 
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fun, and fpreading his innocent arms to Hea-­
ven, thanked that Being which has created 

all nature, for the continuance of life and 
-health, and all the bleffings he enjoyed . 

His piety and virtue were rewarded with 
every thing which a temperat~ and rational 

,mind can ~fk. AH his rural Li.bours fuc­
ceeded in the ampleft manner; his flocks 
were the fairefi:, the rnoft heal thy and nu­
merous of the difhict; he was loved and 

efteemed by the youth of the neighbour­
hood, and equally refpecred _ by the aged, 

,who poin~ed him out as the example of 
every virtue to their families. But what _ was 

more dear than all the rdl: to fuch a mind 

as Sophron's, was to fee himfelf the joy, the 

comfort, and fupport of his parents, who 

.frequently embraced him with tears, and 

fupplicated the Deity to reward fuch duty 

and affection with all hi1s choicefr bleffings. 

Nor was his humanity confined to his 
own fpecies; th,e innocent inhabitants of the 

foreft were fafe from the purfuit of Sophron, 

and all that lived under his protection were 
fure 



SA ND F O R D" A N D M E R T O N. 4!> 

fure to meet with diftinguiilied tendernefs. 
It is enough, faid Sophron, that the innocent 

· fueep fupplies me with ·his fleece, to form 
my winter garments, and defend me from 
the cold; I will not bereave him of his lit­
de life, nor flop his harmlefs gambols on 
the green, to gratify a guilty fenfuality. It 

_ is furely enough that the ftately heifer af-­
fords me copious ftreams of pure and 

wholefome food; I will not ann my hand 
againft her innocent ex1ftence ; I will not 
pollute myfelf with her blood, nor tear her 
warm and panting flefh with a cruelty that 
we abhor even in fa vage beafrs. More 

wholefo1ne, more adapted to human life are 
the f ponraneous fruits which liberal n;tture 

produces for the fuftenance of man, or which 
the earth affords to recompenfe his labours.o 

Here the intereil: and concern which had 
been long vifible in Tommy's face could 
no -longer be repreft, and tears began to 
t-t ickle down his cheeks. What is the 1nat­
ter, my darling, faid his mother, what is 
there in the account ot this young n1an that 

Vot. III. D fo 
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f o _deeply intereils and ~[eels you ?-Alas'! 
·:(aid Tommy, n1amma, it reminds me of poor 
!·Harry Sandford_; juft Such another good 
:Young man ,.will he .b~ when he is as old as 
·Sophron; and l, and I, adcled he -fobbing, 
am juft fo_ch another., .worthlefs, ungrateful 
Jwret_ch as Tigranes.. _.But Tigranes, faid 
l\t1rs. Merton., you-fee, became .a great and 

,~powerf-t.il rnan, while Sophron-r_emained only 
a poor a,nd ignor.ant .fhephe.rd. What does 
that-Ggnify, mamma?{aid Ton1my. For my 
_part, .I begin to find that it is not a1w.ays the 
greateft _people that are the _beft or happieft.; 

. and as to ignorance;, J cannot think tha:t 
-Sophron, who µnderftood his duty Jo well 
to his ._parents, 2,nd to God, and to all the 
;worlq, could be called ~gnorant, and very 

:,l ikely he coi.ild read and write better than 
•Tigr_ane$, ;in fpite of .all his pomp and 
,grandeur; Jor I arn fure_ there is -not one of 
~-th~ -young gentlemen that went ;home -to­
.clay, that ;reads as well as Harry Sandford, 
,.or has halfhis:underftanding. Mr. Merton 
!could hardly ,help frniling at Tommfs con-

. jecl:ur.~ 
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jeccure about Sophron's reading; but he felt 

the greateft pleafure at feeing fuch a change 

in his fentiments, and looking at him with 
more cordiality than he had done before, 

he told him that he was very happy to find 

him fo fenfible of his faults, and hoped he 

would be equally ready to amend them. 

Mifs Simmons then continued her narrative: 

If Sophron ever permitted himfelf to fhed 

the blood of living creatures, it was of thofe 

ferocious animals that wage continual war 

with every other fpecies. Amid the moun­

tains which he inhabited, there were n:1gged 
cliffs and inacceffible caverns, which af­

forded retreat to wolves, and bears, and ti­
gers. Sometimes, amid the ftorms and 

fnows of winter, they felt themfelves p inched 

by hunger, and fell with almoft irrefiftibl.e 

fury upon ' the neareft flocks and herds .. 

Not only iheep a~d oxen were fiaughtered 

in thefe dreadfol and unexpected attacks, 
• 

hut even the foepherds themfelves were fre-

9uently the victims of their rage. If there 
was time to aifemble for their defence, the 

D 2, · boldeft 
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boldeft of the youth would frequently feize 
their arn1s, and give battle to the invaders .. 
In this warfare, which was equally juft and 
honourable, Sophron was always foremoft; 
his u11equalle.d frrength and courage rnade 
all the :youth adopt hi1n as their leader, 
and mar.ch .w.ith ,confidence under his com­
n1and. And fo fuccefsful were his expe-_ 
ditions that he always returned loaded with 
the fkins of vanquifhed enemies, and, by 
his vigilance an_d intrepidity, at length ei­
ther killed or drove away 1110ft of the beafh 
from whom any danger was. to be feared. 

It happened one day that Sophron had 
been following .the chace .of a vvolf which 
had nrnde fome de.predations 'l.1pon ·the 
flocks , and, in the ardour of his purfuit, 
1.vas fepar.ated fr.otn all his companions. He 
was too well acquainted with the ·rougheft 
parts of the neighbouring rnountains, and 
,too indifferent to danger, to be difl:urbed at 
;his circumftance; he~ therefore, followed 
Jiis flying foe with [o much impet11ofity, 
1that he co1npkt.ely loft every track and mark 

with 
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with which he was acquainted. As 1t 1s 

difficult, in a wild and uncultivated diftrict, 
to find the path aga,in,. when once it is loft, 
Sophron only wandered · the farther frOLn 
his home the more he endeavoured to re­
turn. He found himfelf bewildered and 
~ntangled in a drnary wildernefs, where he 
was every inftant ftopped by torrents that: 
tumbled- from the neighbouring cliffs, or 
in danger of flipping down precipices of an 
i-mmenfe height. He was alone, in the 
midft of a gloomy foreft whe~re human in­
dl1f-try had never penetrated, nor the wood­
:r.nan's axe been. heard,., fince the: m0ment­
of its creation_; tG add to his diftrefs, the 
fetting fun d.ifappeared in the weft, and the 
fhades Gf night gathered gradually round,­
accompaRied with_ the roar of favage beafts •. 
Sophron found himfelf befet with terrors,. 
but his foul was in€apable of fear; he poized 
his javelin in his hand, and forced his way 
through every oppofition, till at length, 
with infinite difficulty, he difengaged him­
felf from the foreft, jufr as the laft 'glimmer 

D 3 O'L 
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of light was yet vifible in the fkifs. But: 

it was i-11 vain that he had. thus efcaped ;, 

he caft his eyes around., out could difcern 

nothing but an immenfe tract of country, 

rough with rocks,, and overhung with fo­
refts; but defritute of every 1nark of cul­

tivation or inhabitants. He,. however., pur­

fued his way along the fide of the. moun­
tain, till he defcended into a pleafant val­
ley, frne from trees and watered by a. wind­
ing ftrea;n. H-ere he was going to repofe. 

for the remainder of die night,._ under the 

crag of an impending rock, when a rifing· 

gleam of light darted fuddenly into the 
fkies from a-confiderable di{tance, and ~t­

t.rafted his curiofity.. Sophron. looked to­
wards the quarter whence it came, and. 
plainly difcerned that it was a fire, kindled. 

either by fo111e benighted traveller like hi1n­
felf, or by fome lefs innocent wanderers of 

the dark. . He determined to approach the 

light, but knowing the unfettled ftate of 

all the neighbouring_ diftricts, he thought it 
prudent. to adv.ance with caution. He 

there-
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therefore made a confiderable circuit, anl 

oy clambering along the higher grounds, 

difcovered an hanging wood, 1.mder w},ofe 

thick covert he approached without being 

diftovered, within a little difl:ance of the 

fire. He then perceived that a party of 

foldiers were repoG.ng round a flarr;ing pil~ 

of wood, and caroufing at their eafe; all 

about was {hewn the plunder which they 

had accumulated in .their march!, and in the 

midft was feated a venerable old man, ac­

companied by a beautiful young woman; 

Sophron eafily comprehended by the de-

jeB:ion of their countenances and the tears 

which trickled down the maiden's cheek,j'r 

as well as by the infolence · with which they 

were treated, that they were prifoners. The 

virtuous indignation of his. temper was in-· 

ftantly excited, and he detennined to attempt 

their deliverance. But this, in fpite of all -­

his intrepidity, he perceived was no eafy. 

matter to accomp1ifh. He was alone and · 

weakly armed, his enemies, thot1gh not nu~ .. 

merous, _ too many for hi1n .to .flatter him.:. 
D . 4 · felf . 
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felf with- any rational ho_pe of fqccefs by 
open force; and fhould he make a fr~itlefs 
effort, he might rafhly throw his life away,. 
and only aggravate the diftreffes he fought 
to cure. With this co.nfrderation he re­
ftra ined his natural in1petuofity, and, at 
length, detennined to attempt by firatagem, 
what he thought could fcarcely be performed 
by force. He therefore filentl-y w1thdrew, -
and fkirted the fide of the wood which 
_had concealed him,. carefully remarking 
,every circumftance of the way, till he had 
.afcended a mountain,_ which immediately 
fronted the camp of the foldiers, at no con ... 
. fidei:able· diftanceo. He happened- to· hav_e 
by his. fide a ki.nd of battle-axe which they 
ufe in_ the chace of qears; with this he ap,-• 
_plied hi-mfelf to. lopping the branches of 
trees, collecting at the farne time all the 
fallen ones he could find, till, in a fhor.t· 

, time, he had, reared feveral piles of wood· 
upon the moft confpicuous part of the 
1rnountain, and full in the vi€w of the foldiers. . . 
Ile then. eafily kindled a blaze by rubbing 

two-
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~wo decayed branches together, and in an­
inftant all the piles were blazing with fo 
1nany f1:teams of light, that the neighbour­
ing hills and forefts were illuminated with­
the gle,am. Sophron knew the nature of 
man, alw.a.ys prone to fudden impreffions of 
fear and terror, -more particularly amid the 
obfcurity of the night, .and prornifed him­
felf the. amplefl foccefs. from his ftratagem. 
I.n .the mean time: he haflened back with all 
the fpeed he aould ufe, tiH he reached the 
v:-ery wood . where he had lurked before; 
he then raifed hls voice, which was natu­
rally loud and dear, and ihouted. feveral ; 
times. fucceffively with ail his exertion. An 
hu~dred echoes from the neighbouring cliffs 
and caverns. returned the found, _. with a re-- '· 
verberation . that made it appear like the 
noife of a .mighty fquadron. The foldiers, 
who had been alarmed by the fudden blaze 
of fo 1nany fire.s, whid1 . they attributed to · 
a nu1nerous band of troops, were now im-· 
prefl with .f uch a panic that they fled in . 
confufion. They imagined themfelves1 

D 5· for,~ -
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furrounded . by. their ene-mi€,s, who were~ 
burfting in on every fide; and fled -with fo 
much precipitation that they were-difperfed '; 
in an inftant., and left the- prifoners to them-
felves. Sophron, , who faw from a-: fmalL 
diftance all their motions., did not wait for 
them to , be undeceived, but . running to-the-­
fpot they had ~ abandoned, - explained in a . 
few words ·to the trembling and · amazed ! 
captives, ., the nature of his ft ratagem, and = 
exhorted them to fly vvith all the f wiftnefs . 
t?ey were able to exert. Fe.w entreaties . 
were· ne0e!fary to prevail upon · them to , 
comply ; they therefore arofe and followed , 
Sophron, .. who led them a confiderable way 
up into the mountains, and when .he thought, 
~hen1 nut of the immediate danger, of pur .. -
fuit, they fhe-ltered themfelves in a rocky. 
cavern, .and determined there to wait for the : 
light of the morning. 

W hen they were thus _·in a-,place of fafety :1 

the venerable old man feized the hand of 
. Sophron, and, bedewing it with his- tears, 
ga·ve way to the ftrong emotions of gratitude 

which 
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which overwhelmed his mind. . Generous 
youth, faid he, I know·· not by what extra­
ordinary fortune you have thus been able to · 
effect our deliv-erance, , when we imagined 
ourfelves out ·of th·e reach of human fuccour; 

but:, if the uniform gratitude and affection -
of .two humari beings;· who perhaps are not 

entirely unworthy your regard,, can be any 
· recorngence for fuch a -difl:inguifhed aEt of · 

virtu&,', you may, command , our lives, and : 

employ them in your fervice.· . 
Father, . anfwered :Sophron; you, infinitely: 

over-rate the - merits o.£ the·· fervice ·which , 
chance ·has enabled me · to perfor,m. . I -am 1 

hut little acquainted 1with' my fellow-erea~ -­
t{J:res, as having - always ", inhabited- thefe : 
n1ountains-; but I ;cannot , conceive that any · 

=other . 1n-aR who had , been wirnefs · -to your -

diHrefs :would ·have, refufed ·to· attlempt your -· 
·refcue. A'nd,1 as to al:l th·e refr; the obfcu...; -
rity of the night; . and ·peculiar_it,y· of t~e U-• -
toation, rendered it a work · of. little · diffi- -

culty or danger. Sophi·on then. .recounted : 

t© his ·, new- friends the accident .which had '. 
D 6~j br01:1ght · 
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brought, him to. that unfrequented fpot, a11d 
made him an unperceived witnefs of their 
captivity; he_ alfo exp1ained the nature of 
the ftratagem, , by. which, alone and unfup­
ported, he had been enabled to clifperfe their. 

' -
enemies.. I-le added, that,_ if he appeared 
to have any little merit in their eyes, he 
ibould be amply recompe.nfed by being a<tl­
n1itted to their friendibip and confidenceo- -
With thefe 1nutual profeffions of efteem 
they thought it prudtrnt to terminate a con­
verfation,. which, however agJeeable, . was 
not entirely free from danger, . as fome of 
their late oppre.ffors might happen to di­
ftinguifh their voices., and, . thus directed to 
their lurking-place, . exact a· fevere revenge 
for the terrors.. thex had undergone .. 

With the firft. ray. of morning , the. three­
companions arofe, and Sophron, leading · 
thern along· the fki rts. of the mountains 
where bufhes . and brufu,...wood concealed 
them fron1 obferv.ation; and frill following 
the windings of the river as a guide.,_ they 
at length ca1ne to. a cultivated fpot, though 

defe rted 
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d_efer.ted by it& inhabitants from the fear. of 
the party they had lately efcaped. Here 
they made a Oight and hafty repaft upon 
fome coarfe provifions which they found, 
and inftantly ftruck. again into the woods, 

_which they judged. fafer than the plain. 

But Sophron fortunately recollected that h.e 
had formerly vifited this village with his 

, father, while yet a child, and before th.e 
country had fuffered the rage of barbarous 
invafion&. . It_ was a long. day's march from 
ho111e, but, by exerting all their force, they 
at length arrived, through rough and fecret · 
paths, . at the hofpi~abfe cottag.e where S0-­
phron and his parents dwelt. . Here. the:y 
were joyfully r~ceived, as the long _ ahfen(:.e 
of the young man had inuch alarmed his 
parents, and made all . the hamlet anxious 
concerning. his fafety. That night they 
corrlfor.tably repofed in a. place of fafety, · 
and the next morning, after a plentiful but 

/ 

coarfe repaft, the father of Sophron again 
~ngratulated his guefts. upon their fortu­

nate 

.. 
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nate efcape, and entreated them to let him . 
hear the hiftory of their misfortunes. 

I can refufe n9thing, faid the venerable 
ftranger, to perfons tQ whom I am und,er · 
fuch extraordinary obligations, although 
the hiftory of my ]ife is , :fhort and . fimple, 
and contain~ little· worthy to be recited. 
My ·name is Chares, and l ·was born in one 
of the n1aritime cities of Afia, of opulent· 
parents, who died while L was y~t .a youth. 
The lofs of my parents, to whom I-, was 
~oft affeB:ionately attached, .madeJo ftrong -
an i-mpreffion upon my m-ind, that I det~r- -
mined to fed<: .relief in travel, , and, for that" 
purpofe, fold my paternal eftate, the, price 
of which , I converted into money and l 
jewels, ,as being·moft portable. l\!Iy father 
had been .a man di.fiinguifhed for his know- -
ledge arrd abilities, and fro1n him I imbibed -~ 
an early defire of improve1nent, which has 
always been my. greatefr co1nfort .and fupa -­
port. The firft ·place, therefore, which I ~ 
v-ifited was JEgyp_t, a country renowned in 

every 
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every · age fG.r its invention of all the arts 
which contribute to {upport or adorn human 
life._ There J: refided fe-veral years, . giying 
up my time to the fiudy of philofophy, and 
to the c-0nverfation . of the many eminent 
men who Teforted th.it her from all the regions 
of the world. . Th-i5 country is one imr11enfe 

·· plain, divided by the Nile, , which is one of. · 
the nob left' rivers' in the world, . and "pours· 
its tide along the. middle of its territory. 
Every year, at a-particular feafon, the ftreain · 
begins gradually, to fwell, with fuch an in­
creafe of waters, that alE length 1it rifes over• 
it:s banks, . and the whole extent of .lEgypt 
becomes an immenfe· lake, where buildings; . 

. ten1ples, . and cities, .appear as floating upon · 
the inundation. Nor is this event a f ubjecl: · 
of dread to the inhabitants ; , on the con- ­

trary, the overflowing·of their river is a day 
of public rejoicing ta all the natives, which 
they celebrate with-.Jongs and dances, and 
·every fymptoF11 of-extravagaot joy. Nor is 

this to be wondered at, , when , you are in­

forined that this inundation renders the foil 

it 
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it covers the moft ·abundant in the world..­
vVhatever land is. covered . by the waters re=­
ceives fuch an increafe of fertility as - never. 
to difappoint the. hopes 0£ the induftrious. 
liufbandman. The inftant the waters have 
retired, , the. {armer returns. to his. fields and 
begins the operations of agriculture. Thefe 
labour5 are not very difficult in a foft and· 
yielding fiin1e, fuch as the river leaves be ... 
hind it. The feeds are -fown and vegetate 
with inconceivable rapidity; and,. in a few 
weeks, an abundant harveft of every kind 
of grain covers the land. For. this reafon,. 
all the neceffaries of life are eafily procured 
by the innumerable n1ultitudes which in .. 
habit -the countr.y. Nor is the cli1nate lefs 
favourable than the foil; , for her.e an eternal 
fgring and fummer feern to hav.e fixed their 
abode. No frofr, : or fnow,~ is ever known 
to chill the atmofphere, .which is always per­
fumed with .. the frnell of aromatic plants th,1,t 
grow on every fide, and bring on a p1eafing 
forgetfu lnefs of human care. But, ahs .. ! 
thefe bleffings, great as _ they may appear., . 

produce 
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j>'t:oduce the effect of curfes upon the inha .. 
bitants. The eafe and pl~nty which they 
enjoy ene;vate thfir 111anners, and deftroy 
afl vigour both of bod.y and Jnind. No one 
is here enfla.med with the facred lo.ve of his 
countr,y,, or of publi~ liberty ;_ no· one is 
inured to_ armg, or taught to prefer his ho .. 
nour to his life.. The great buGnefs of ex .... 
i:ftence is an inglorious indolence, a le­
thargy of mind,~ and a continual f ufpenc~ 
from all exertion. The ver:y children catch 
the contagion frorn their parnnts ;. they are 
inftruB:ed in~ every effeminate art :: to dance 
in foft,, unmanly attitude.s;, to modulate their 
voice by muffcal inflruments,. and to adjuft 

_the floating _ drapery of their drefs, . thefe ar.e 
. the arts in which both fexes ar.e inftruB:ed 
from their infancy.. But no, one is taught 

· t:o, wield the arms of men, to·tame.the noble 
H:eeds in which the country abounds, ... to ob­
ferve his rank i-n. war,~ or to. be.ar the in-­
difpenfable hardfbips of a military life.. 
Hence this celebrated country, which has 
been in eyery age the admiration of man.-

kind~~ 



, . 
kind, is defrined to the moft degrading::. 
fervitude .. A. few thoufand difciplined troops · 
are fufficient to hold th~ many 1nillions it 
contains in- bondage, under which they 
groan, without ever conceiving the defign· 
of vindicating their natural r.ights -- by arms.-

- Unhappy people! exclaimed,Sophron,., how 
ufelefs to them are all the bleffings of their. 
climate! How-much rather would I inhabit 
the ftonny top of Lebanon,- arnid eternaF 
fuows arrd barrennefs, than wallow in the vile · 
fenfuality of foch a conn try, . or breathe- aw 
:air infected by its -vices.,.! 

Ch ares was charmed wid-1 the generous'· 
indignation of Sop,hron, , and thus conti­
nued :-I was of· the. fame~- opiniorr witfo. 
y.ourfe]f, and therefore detern1ined to leave · 

. a ·country.· which.; all its natural advantages 
could not· render agreeable, . when I under-­
ftood the-,manners of"its inhabitants. . But, . 
before I quitted that-part of the globe, my · 
ourioftty led me to vifit the neighbouring 
tribes of Arabia, a nation bordering· upon 
the. JEgY,ptians, but . as_ different in , fpirits. 

and·, 
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and manners as the hardy !hepherds of thefe 
n1ountains from the efleminate natives of 
the plains. .lEgypt is bounded on one fide 
by the faa·; on every other., it is furrounded 
by immenfe plains or gentle eminences j)-. 
which being beyond the reach of the ferti­
lizing inundations of the Nile, have been~ 
beyond all. mer:nory, converted into . wafte 
and . barren. fands by the exceffi ve heat of 
the fun. I, therefore, made preparations 
for my journey., and hired a- guide, who • 
was to furnifh me with· b~afts- of burthen~-­
and accompany · me a.crofs thofe dreary de.­
ferts. . We accordingly began our march, . 
mountPd each . upon a camel, which are 
fou!}d ·. much . more ufefuL than. horfes in f ucli: 
a, hurning climate .. . 

Ihdeed,. faid Tommy here to Mr. Bar .... 
low, Lam foxry to interrupt the flory,, buts. 
E fhall be much obliged to you, fir, if you , 
will inform me. what kind . of an ani1nal ai 
c.amel is. 

The camel, anf wered Mr. Barlow, . is .. 
chiefly. found in.- thofe . burning : climates,. 

which-
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which you have heard defcribed. Hi3 
height is very great:, rifing. · to fourteen or. 
fifteen feet, reckoning to the top of his 
head. His legs are long and ilen~er,. his 
body not large, and his neck of an ama­
zing length. 'I'his animal is found, in no 
part of the worid t-hat we are acquainted 
with, wild or free, but the whok race is en­
Daved by man., and brought up to drudgery 
from t.he firft 1noment of their exiftence. 
As foon a-s-he is born, chey feize him and 
force him to re~line upon the ground, with 
his legs doubled up under his belly. To 
keep hi1n in this attitude they extend a 

· piece of canvas over his bnrly" and fix it 
to the ground by lay, ing heavy weights upon 
the edge.. ·In this manner he is tutored t9 
0bedience:, ~nd taught to kneel down at the 
ord·ers of h·is rnarter, and. receive the bur­
thens whi~ch he is ddhned' to tranfp0rt. In 
his temper he is gentl~ and, tractable; and 
his patience in bearing thirft and hunger is 
fuperior to that of any . animal we are ac­
quainte.d with. He is driven acrofs the 

burning, 
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:knrning deferts, loaded with the merchan­
•clize of thofe co1.rntries, and frequent1y does 
not find even water to qu~nch his thirfl: for 
:Ceveral days. As to his food, it is nothing 
but the few herbs which are found in the 
leaft bai:ren parts of the deferts, and prickly 
bufhes, upon which he brouzes as a delicacy! 
fo1netimes 11e does not find even thefe for 
·n1any days, yet purfoes his journey with a 
degre.e of patience wh:ch is hardly credible. 

Vv e mounted our camels, continued Cha­
r-:es, and foon had reached - the confines of 
the fertile plains of .!:Egypt. The way, as 
we proceeded, grew fen.G.bl_y rnoFe dreary 
and difagreeable, yc-t was fometimes varied 
with little tufts of tr~es and fcanty patches 
of herbage. But thefe at length entirely 
difappeared, and nothing was feen on every 
fide but an imm-enfe extent of barren fands, 
-deftitute of vegetation, and parched by the 
continual heat of .the fun. No found was 
heard to interrupt · the dreary filence that 
reigned ·around, _ no traces .of inhabitants · 
perceivable, and the gloomy unifonnity .of 

the 
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the profpect infpired the foul with ·111elan ... 

choly. fn the mean .tirne_,_ the frm feemecl 

to f11oot down perpendicular rays upon our 

heads, without ,a cloud -to mitigate his vio­

lence. I felt a burning fever take poffeffion 

.of 111y body.; my tongue was fcorched with 

intolerable heat., and it was -in vain I ·endea­

voured to 111oiften my mouth with repeated 

draughts of water. At night we came to a 

little rifing ground, at the foot of which we 

perceived fome aquatic herbs and a fma.ll 

quantity of rnuddy water, of which our 

camels took prodigious draughts. Here 
we fpread our tents and encampe·d for the 

night. With the morning we purfued our 

journey, but had not proceeded far, before 

we faw a cloud of duft that feemed to rife 

along the defert; and, as we approached 

nearer, we eafily di Ctinguifhed the glitter of 

ar_ms that reflected the rifing fun. This was 

a band of the Arabians that had difcovered 

us and came to know our intentions. As 

they advanced, they fpurred their horfes, 

v,+ich are the moft fleet and excellent in the 

world, 
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,world, and bounded along the .defert with 
,the lightnefs of an antelope.; at the fame 
time they brandiibed their lances, and 
feem.ed prepared alike for war or peaceo 
,But when .. they -faw that we -had neither the 
intention, nor ,t~e power :to commit hofti .. 

,lities, they flopped their co1:1rfers at the dif .. 
,tance of a few paces from us ; and he, that 
appeared the chief, advanced, and, with a 
·firm but mild tone .of voice., inquired .into 
the reafon of our coming. It was then. that 
I took the liberty of addreffing him in his. 
:own language., to which I had for fome ti1ne 
applied 1nyfelf before 1ny journey. I ex­
~plained to him the curiofity which Jed me 
1to obferve in perfon the manners of a people,, 
.who are celebrated ,over the whole world, for 
_having pr.eferved their nafrve firn_plicity un­
.altered and their liberty unviolated, amid 
.the revolutions which agitate a11 the neig~­
bouring nations. I . then offered to him the 
~loading of my camel.b which I had brought 
not as being worthy his acceptance, but as 
.a •Hight te1timony of my regard; and con-

cluded 
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eluded with remarking, thar the fidelity of 

the Arabians in obferving their engagements 

was unimpeached -in a fingle inftance; and 

therefore, relying 1.1pon the integrity of 1ny 

own intentions, I had co111e a painful jour­

ney, unarmed, and almoft alone, to put my­

felf into their power and demafld the facred 

rjghts of hofpitality. 

\Vhile I ·was tlrrus fpeaking, Ire looked at 

me with a penetration that feemed to read 

into my very foul; and when I had finifhed, 

he extended his arm with a fmile of ·bene­

volence and welcomed me to their tribe ; 

ternng 1ne at the fame time, that they ad­

mitted me as their gueft and. rece1ved me 

with the ·arms of friendfhip ·:· that their n.1e­

thod of life like their manners was coarfe and 

firnple, but that I might confider rny(elf as 

fafer in their tents and rnore removed from 

_violence or treachery than in the crowded 

ci ties which I had left. T·he reft of the 

fqu adron then approached, an<l all faluted 

me a-s ~friend and brother. We then ftru ck 

off acrofs tl1e defert, and after a few hourn 
n12.rch 
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march approached the encamptnent where 

they had left their wive_s and children. 

This people i-s the moft fingular and {n 

many refpecl:s the moft admirable of a.11 
that inhabit this globe of earth.. All other 

nations are fubject to revolutions and the 

various turns of fortune. Sometimes they 

wage fuccefsful wars; fometimes they im­

prove in the arts of peace ; now they are 

great and reverenced by their neighbours ; 

and .now, infu1ted and defpifed., they fuffer 

a11 the rniferies of fervitude. The Arabi­

ans alone have never been known to vary 

i,n the f ma Heft circumftance either of their 

internal ·policy or external fituation. They 
innabit a climate which would be intolerable 

to the refl: of the human . fpecies for its 

burning heat, and a foil which refufes to 
furnifhany of the neceffaries .of life. Hence, 

they neither plough the earth, nor fow, nor 

depend upon -corn, for their fufteoonce, nor 

are acquainted with any of the mechanic 

arts. They live .chiefly upon rhe milk of 

their herds and flocks, and fometimes eat 

V.ot.. IIL E their 
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,their fleili. T .hefe -burning deferts ·ar-e 
ftretched out to · an immenfe extent on eve­

. ry fide, .and .fhefe they confider .{\s .their 
:Comrnon-· country., without .having any fixed 
:' Or permanent place of ~bode. Arid and 
·barren as are thefe vvilds ·in general,, there 
-are various 'fpots which are more productive 
:than the -.reft. J:Iere are found fupplies of 
water and fome appearances of vegetation .; 

.and here the Arabians -encamp till they 
fhave exhaufted 'the fpontaneous products 
•-of the foil. Befides-, ·,they vary their place 
.of refideg,ce with the different feafons of rhe 
•year. ·-When they are ,in perfect friendfhip 
0-whh their· neigh bour~1 they ':1d vance to the 
wery edges of-the defert, and find more am-
4Jle fu_pplies of moifture .-and .herb~ge. If 
-{hey are :attacked or n1olefted, the whole 
-tribe is in-motion in a,n inftant, .and -feeks a 
~re.fuge .. in their impenetrable recefies. Other 
:nations are invelved -in .;var.ious :purfuits of 
-.wai;,_ .or ·government, -or commerce; they 
fhave :made a thoufand inventions .of luxury 
1.neceffary to their .welfare.,_ and the ei;ijoyment 

~of 
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of thefe they call happinefs. The Arab is 
ignorant of all thefe things, or, if he knows 
them, defpifes their poffeffion. All his· 
wants, his paffions, his defires, terminate in 
one object, and that object is the prefervation 
-of his liberty. For thi-s purpofe he contents 
himfelf with a bare fu:fficiency of the coarfeft 
and fimplefi: food ; and the fmall quantity 
,of c1oathing which he requires in fuch a cli­
.rnate is fabricated by the women of the tribe, 
who milk the cattle and prepare the food of 
-their hufbands., an.d require no other plea­
fures than the p.leafing interefr of domeftic 
-cares. They have a breed of horfes fuperior 
to any in the refr of the globe for gentlenefs, 
.patience, and unrivalled f wiftnefs. Th.is is 
the particular paffion and pride . of the A.ra­
-bian triues. They are neceffary to them in 
their warlike expeditions and in their courfes 
along the deferts. If t-hey are attacked, they 
n1ount their fteeds, who bear them with the 
-rapidity of a tempeft, to revenge their inju­
ries ; or•fi10uld they be ovennatched in fight, 
-they foon tranfport them beyond the poffi-' 

E 2 bility 
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:bility of purfuit. For·this reafon the proudeft 
monarchs and greateft .conquerors have in 

,v.ain endeavoured to fubdue them. Troops 
accn-CT:omed to the plenty of a cultivated 
,country are li~tle able to purfue thefe winged 
-warriors, over · the wide extent of their fandy 
-~vafl:es. ·,Opprefi with he_at, fainting for 
,want of w11tei, and .fpent with -the various 
difficulties of the way, the mofl numerous 
;armies have been def.hayed in fuch attempts.; 
.2nd tho[e that furvived ~he obfiac1es of na­
.-ture, were eafily o.,v.ercome by t_he repeated 
.~tracks Qf , the Naliant. natives .. 

Whik .I waa -in this .. country, I was msfolf 
rwitne.fs to an embaffy . that was fent from a 
,.neighbouring prince, who imagined the fame 
,-of his exploits had ftruck the Arabians with 
terror, and difpofed them to fubmi.ffion •. The 

:~mbaffador was introdrn:ed to ,the chief of 
-the tribe, a vener.able..old man, undiftinguiilied 
iby any n1ark of .o.fientatiqn from the reft, 
,who received hi;n fitting ,crofs- legged at tbe 
1door of his . tent. H _e then began to fpeak, 
,.a.nd in a long and ftudied harangue, defcribecl - . ,the 



SAN DF 0RD. AND MER TON. 77-

the power of his n:1afier, the invindble cou:.. 
rage of his ,armres, the vaft profufion of arms, 
of 'warlike engines, and military fiores, and 
concluded with a demand that the Arabians 
fhould fubmit to acknowledge him as their 
lord an~ pay a yearly tribute. Ar this proud 
fpeech; the younger part of the tribe began· 
to- frown with indignation and clafh their 
weapons in token of defiance ; but the chief 
himfelf with a- calm and manly compoture 
made this reply: I . expected from -the ma .. 
turity of your age aad the gravity of. your 
countenance to have heard · a rational dif­
cour[e, befitting you · to propofe and us to , 
.hear. When, you dwelt fo Jong upon the 
power of your mafier, I alfo imagined that 
he had font to us_ to propofe . a league of 
friendfhip and alliance·; fuch ·as might become 
equals, and bind man more clofely to his 
fellows. In this cafe the Arabians, although 

.,. they neithe r want the affifiance, nor fear the 
attacks of any king or nation, would gladly 
have confented ; .. becaure it has been al ways 

their favourite maxim neither to leave iriju .. 

E 3 nes· 
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ries unpuni!hed~ nor to be--outdon_¼>in kind .. 
nefs and hofpitality. Bl1t fince you hav.e 
come thus far to deliver a meffage., which 
muft needs be d~fagreeable to the ears of 
free-born men., who acknowkdge no" fope­
rior upon earth, yot1: may thus- report the 
fentimencs of the Arabians to hi;m that fent 
you. 

You may tell him, that as to the land· 
which we inhabit, it is neither the gift of 
him- nor any· of his fore-fathers ; we hold 
it fron1 our anceftors,. w.ho received it in 
turn from theirs,_ by the co-mmon laws of 
nature, which has adapted partkular coun­
tries .and foils not only to man,_ but to a}l:. 
the various animals which fhe has produced~ 
If, therefore,, your king imagines that he­
has a right to retain the country which he· 
and his people now inhabit) by the fame te .. 
nure do the Arabians hold the fovercignty · 
of thefe barren fands; where- the bones of 
their ancefrors have been buri.ed,. even from 
the firft creatio.n of the world... But you 
have defcribed to u_s in pompous language,, 

the 
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tfieextraordinary power·and riches of your, 
king.; according to yo11.,- he not only com­
mands numerous and we1happointed troops 
of warlike men, furnifhed with every fpe- ­
c.ies of military ftores., but he alfo poffeifes, 
immenfe heaps of gold, filver, and other 
precious· commodities,. and his country af-­
fords him an inexfrauftible fupply ·of corn , 
and oil and wine, and all the other conve-­
niertcies of life.- . If, therefore.). this repre~--

- · fentation be falfe, you muft appear a vain 
and defpicable. babbler, who,. being iRduced ... 
by no fufficient. reafon, , have come hither, 
of your own . accord- to ', amuf€·. u~, a--plain; 
and· fimple race of · men, with fpecious tales 
and fables ·; . but, if your words be, true, 
your. king muft be equally unjuft and fool. ­
ifh, who, already p0ffeffing aH thefe ad- ­
vantages, doth frill infatiably grafp after. 
more; and enjoyirig fo many· good things · 
with ea[e and · fecurity to himfdf, will ra­

ther put them all . to the . hazard, than re­
prefs the vain defires of his own. intolera­
ble. avarice,. . As . to the . tribute which you 

E 4 - have. 



lo THE JI IS T 0 -R Y Or 
have demanded, . what you have alread;k 
feen of the _Arabians and· their country may. 
afford you ,.a fufficient anf ~et. You , fee 
that we have neither cities,-- nor fields,. nor. 
rivers, nor wine,. nor oil ; gold an.cl. filvei: 
are equally unknown . among. us; and the 
Arabians, abandoning all thefe things to 
other men, have, at the fame. time, deli­
ven~d thernfelves fr.om the neceffity of being 
flaves, which. is the general law by which 
all oth.er .. mortals retain their poffeffions. We 
have,_therefor-e,_ nothing which we can fend 
as a tribute but the fands of thefe our de. 
ferts, and the arrows and lances with which 
.we have hitherto defended then1 from all 
invaders. If thefe are- tre-afures worthy of 
his acceptance,, he _may lead his conquering 
troops to take poifeffion of our country. 
But he will find 1nen who .. are not foftened 
by luxury, or vanquiihed by their own 
vices ; , men, who prize their. liberty at. a 
dearer rate· than all other moi:tals do their -
riches or their lives ; and to . whom . di.fho­
nour 1s more formidable than wounds and 

deatho . 
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death, If he can vanquifh fuch men, it 
will, however, become his prudence to re- -
fleB:, whether he can vanquifh the obftacles 
which nature herfelf has -oppofed to his am­
bition. In attempting to pafs our deferts, , 
he will h~ve to ftruggle with famine and 
e-onfuming thirfr; from which no enemy · 
has hitherto efcaped, even when he has 
failed to p,erifh . by_ the arrows of the Ara­
bians~ -

Happy and 'generous ,people, . exclaimed : 
Sophron, how well do they deferve the li- · 
berty_ they. enjoy-! . With fi:ich · fentiments . 
th'ey need not fear · the attack of kings or , 

conquerors.- It · is the vices of men, and . 
not the weaknefs of their nature, that bafely 
enflave them to their equals; and he that 
p..rizes liberty , beyond a . few contemptible · 
pleafures of his fenfes, may be certain that 
no human fore~ can ever . bereave him. of 
fo _great .a good. 

Such fentiments, repl1ed Ch.ares, con­
vince me that , I have not made a falfe ef~ 
tim ate of the inhab,it a.nts of tlaeie rn01m-

E 5 tarnous 
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taino.u, diftriB:s. It is for this reafon that:: 
I h~ve bten fo particular in the defoription. 
of .lEgypt and Arabia. _ I wiihed to know 
whether the general fpirit of indolence and 
pufi.llanimity had infeB:ed the liardy inha-­
bitants of Lebanon ::· but from the generous 
enthufiafm which animates your counte­
nance at the recital of noble aerions,. as weU 
as from what I have experienced you are 
capable of attempting> I truft that thefe fo­
litary fcenes are uninfeB:ed with the vices· 
that have deluged the refl: of Afia·, and. 
bent its inhabitants to the yoke. 

~ere the impatience of Tommy., which 
had been encreafing a confiderable time,. 
could no longer be reftrained., and he could 
not help interrupting the ftory, by addreff-
ing Mr. Barlow thm;: .; t 

TOMMY. 

Si?, will you give me leave to afk you 
a--queftion ·? 

Mr. BARLOW. 

As· rntny as you choofe. 
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TOMMY. 

In all thefe ftories which I have heard, 
it-feems as if thofe nations, that have little 
or nothi.ng, . are more good natured, and 

better, and braver, than thofe that have a.. 

great -deal. . 
Mr. BARLow.: 

This -is indeed fometirnes the care·~·. 
T ·oMMY. -

, But then, why ihould it not be -the cafe 
her~, as -well as in. other ,_ places ? · Are aU 
the, poor it11 th1s country· better than the rich? :· 

It fhoulcl feem·,: an( wered Mr • . Barlow fmi- -
Jing, ,as if you were -of that opjnion •. 

T :OMMY • . 

Why,fo, fi.r ?~= 
Mr. B1RLOw.·. 

I • 

Becaufe; .what-ever you want to h~ve:done, .. 
I -obferve, that you always -addrefs yourfelf t@ . 

I 

the poor~ and not to the riah • . 
T .o .MMY • . · · ., 

Yes, .fir, but<that is · a different c_a(e; · The,-­
poor rare· ufed · ·to do ma1i1y_ thing·s which the 
rich never ,do. , 

- I E 6<, Mr. 
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M·r. BARLOW. 
Are thofe things ufefu], or not- ufeful t · 

TOMMY. 

- Why., to be•fure, many of them are ex-­
ttemely ufeful .; for, fince I have acquired-­
fo much knowkdge, I find they cultivate the 
ground to raife corn; and build houfes, and · 

___ hammer. iron, which is fo neceffary to make ­
every thing we Bfe; befides feeding cattle, , 
and dreffing our ·vrfiuals, and_ wa:fhin'g :our 
cloaths; and, in \ ihort, · doing . every thing, 
which~is neceffa-ry•· to \ ~e done. 

' M"t. BARLOW. ' 
What, do the poor do all thefe tliings? -

To M -M Y. 

Yes, indeed, . or •_elfe theY, never would be 
oone. _For it would be a very_ .ungenteel 
thing to · lab01.:.1r at ~ forge like a blackfinith, 
(i)f hold the plough like a farmer, or build an 

' houfe like a bricklayer. .-
. . 

" 
Mr. BA.RU>.w. . . ,_. i. l, 

And did. not you .. build an ho,ufe in my 
garden fome little 'time ago? 

ToMrvrr. 
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ToMMY. -

, Yes; , Gr, . but -that was only for my amufe­
menr.- It was not intended for any body to 

_ live in. 
Mr. BARLow: 

So '}'OU frill think it the firfr qualification 
of a gentleman nev·er· to do any thing ufe .. 
ful ; j and he that does any, thing with that 
defign ceafes: to be a gentleman. 

Tommy looked a little a:!hamed at this, 
But lie faid it was· not fo much his owH-op_i .. 
nion, as ~hat of · the other . young gentlemen 
and ladies with whom he had converfed •. 

Btit, replied Mr. Barlow, you ·aikedjufi 
now· which were the be CT:~ the rich or the 

. ,. ,.. 

poor ; _ but if the poor provide food, and 
c.loathing, and houfes; arr.cl e·very thing ~elfe, 
not only for themfelves but for all the rich, 
while the rich do nothing at all, it muft ,ap­
p.ear that the poor are, bettet-than -the rich: 

ToMM Y·. 

Yes, .. fir, but-then the poor do not act in 
that _ma'nner out of kindnefs, but becaufe 
they are obliged to it. 



Mr. BARLow·.' 
- That; indeed,_is -, a better -· argument tharr 

you fometimes ufe. But tell · me which fet 
of people· would you prefer, th:ofe that are . 
always -doing ufeful things becaufe, they are · 
obliged to it, or ·tb0fe who never-do· arry· thing :. 
ufeful at al-1 r· 

• r-,,-\• . 

l OMMY·-. . • 

In-deed, fir, I hardly know what · to fay;, ~ 
but when ·I afked: the quefi.ion, .I did not fo · 
much, mean· the doing • ufefu,1 •-things.-But1 
now, I think-on it, the rich do a gr-eat· deal ). 
of .good, by buying the th;ings ot the, p,oor; ; 
and giving -the,m money in return., 

Mr . . BARLOW. 

What is · money•?·-
• I 

T ·OM-Mv.· 

Money, .. fir; money is--I ' 1Jelieve littld 
_ pieces of fi}ver and -golcl, wit~-·an .. head uppn,: 

them. 

Mr. BARLOW~--

- And wh~t is the ufe of thefe little: · pieces ' 
~:>f filver and gold ? 

TOMMY. 
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ToMMY. 

Tpdeed 1 do not know that they are of any 
ufe. But everybody, has agreed to take them, , 

and therefore you may buy with t'hem what­
ever you w.ant~-

Mt. BARLOW. 

Then,- according to your lafl: account, the 

goodnefs- of: the rich confifis in taking from 
the poor houfes, cloaths,-and food, and giv: 
ing them ' i11 return , little 'bits of fil ver and 
gold,. which-- are really good for nothing . 

. TOMMY.. 

Yes; fir;. hut then the poor cat1 take 
·thefe pieces of money and purchafe every 
thing whkh-ihey want. 

11Ir. BARLOW. 

You mean, that, if a poolrnan has money 
in. ·his pocket, he can alw;.rys exchaJ1ge it for 
cloaths, er food, or .any other necdfary. 

TOMMY. 

Indeed I do; ·fir: .. 
Mr. BARLOW. 1

' 

But· who muft he buy them of?-For, ac­
cording to your ac..count, the rich never pr~ 

duce. 
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duce any of thefe things: the!efore, the poor~-­
if they want_ to purch~fe . the1n, can only do 
it of each other. 

T ,OMM,Y. 
, 

But, fir, . I cannot think that is always- the 
oafe; for, I have.been along-with my mam-ma 
to fhops, where there were fine powdered 
gentlemen and ladies that fold things ·-to oth€r 
_people, and livery fervants, and young ladies 
that·· played. up.on the harpJichord Eke Mifs 
Matilda. ,. . ~ . 

Mr. Bi\Rr:ow. 
But, my gpod little .friend, do you ima-­

gine-that thefr fine powdered gentlemen and 
ladies made the things .which they_ fold ? 

, TOMMY, 

That, - fir, . l .cannot tdl,- bµt -I fhould ra­
ther_ i~agin_e not;_. Jori all -the fine ,people I 
hav~-ev~r f~~.n ,ar.e too p1uch afra_id,of fp,oiling . 
their cloaths to work. 

Mr. BARLdw.. ~ · · ' 
All that thfly ,do, the.tJ', is to employ­

ppor_et. pe~f~H}.S to M'Orl<: fqi· them, \/\~hiJe: they 
on\y fell . what ,i~ p,roduce<l by -t:hefr. ,labour. 

So 
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So that fiill · you fee we reach no farther than 
this; the rich do uothing and produce no­
thing, and the p~or every thing that is really · 

lifeful. Were there a whole nation · of rich 

. peop1e, they would all be ftarved like the 

Spaniard in• the ftory, becaufe no one would 
condefcend to-prod Hee any thing : and th is 

would happ~n in fpite of all their money, 

unlefs they had neighbours•- who were poo.rer 
to fupply them . . But a nation that was poor 
might be indufi.rious, and gradually fu-pply 
themfolves. with all they wanted .;. and then 

it would· be of little confequence whether 
they had piece-s of metal: with heads upo!l 

then1 or not.--But this converfation has 

lafted long_ enough at prefent, and, as you 
are now go~ng· to bed, I' dare fay Mifs Sim.:. 
mons will be fo good as to defer the remain­
der. of her ftory until to-morrow. 

The · neYJ: day, Tommy rofe before his fa,.. 
ther and 1noth~r j- and, . as his . imagination · 
had been forcibly acted. on by the defcriptioll 
he had heard ~f the Arabiaa horfemen, he 

de.fired his little horfe_ mig~t be faddled, · -and 
that1 

.. 
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that William, his father's man, ,would attend ~ 
him upon ,a ride. Unfortunately for Tommy,, . 
his vivacity was greater than -his re,afo-n, and ' 
his tafte for imitation ·was continually kading• 
him into fmne. mifchief or misfortune. He.. 
had no fooner bee,n , introduced into the ac- -
quaintance of genteel I life, than he th rew · 
afiJe all his foimer habits, and burnt to , 
diftinguiili him(elf as a • moft accompliihed ~ · 
young gentle:nan. He was now, in turn, • 
fickened and difgufted with · fafhionabl.e af •. _ 
fectation, and his-mind, at leifure· for- frefu , 
impreffion.s, was ready. to catch at the, firfl · 
~ew· object· which occurre.d. The ideaf 
therefore, . which ·prefented itfelf to his mind, 
as fooa , as, he opened~his eyes, was that of­
being~ an Arabian horfernan • . Nothing _ he 
i·magjned could equal the -pleafure of guiding :· 
:a.• ~ery fteed over, thofe immenfe and defolate· 
waftes·· which he: · had : heard d€fcribed. In , 

I 

the mean , time, _ as the country where he 
w-ifhed to ·.f.X!bibit w-as rather- at:- too great a. 
difla0ce, _. he thought - he migh~ ex.cite- forne ­
aRplaufe, even i upon, the comn1on .before-his -. 

father's 
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father's houftr. Full of this idea, he rofe, 
put on his boots, and fummoned \Villiam 
to attend him. William had been too much 
a<:cuflomed to humour all his caprices, to 

r,na-ke any difficulty of obeying him; and, 
as he had often. ridden out with his- young 
mafter be.fore, he did not forefee the leafi: 
poffible inG:onvenience... But the maternal 
care of Mrs. Merton had made it an indif­
penfable condition with her fon, that he 
ihould never pre fume to ride with f purs, and· 
ilie had firicl:ly enjoined all the fervants ne­
ver to fupply him wich tbofe

1 

dangerous im­
plements. Tommy had· long· n1urmured in 
fe.cret at- this prohibition, which feemed to 
imply . a diftrt1fr- of his abi Ii ties in horfeman._ 
l'hip, which fenfibly wounded his- pr1deo . 
But, fince he had taken it into his head to. 
emulate - the Arabs- themfelve-s, and perhaps­
excel them in, their own. a-rt, he confidered it· 
as no longer poffible to -endure the- difg,race. 
But,, as . he was no fira·nger to the ftricl: in,. 
junction which-: had been given t-0 ; all the-
furN"3nts,, he did not .dare, to,make • t~e ex~ 

p,eriment·_ 
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periment of foliciting their · afliflance. WhiJe, 
he was in -this- embarraffment,. a- new and 
fudden expedient preferr~ed itfelf to his fertile 
genius, which he inftantly refolved to adopt;. 
Tommy went to, his rnamma!s maid, and,. 
without difficulty, obtained from her.a couple 
of the biggefi: pins, whieh he thruft through 
the leather of his boots, a4ld_., thus accoutred,.. 
be mounted his horfe without·fufpicion or-ob-­
fervation. . Tommy had not ridden far be-­
fore he began to - give vent. to, his reigning· 
pa~ion, and aik.ed-William· if- h-e . had ever 
feen an Arabian. on , hor[eback. The anf wer 
of William.fufficiently proved his ignorance, , 
which . Tomrn.y kindly undertook to remove 
by giv-ing.him1a detail.of all -the parricularn­
he had heard the preceding night. But, un- ­
fortu-nately, the eloquence of Tommy preci ... -
pitated hi.in into a dangerous experiment ;.. 
for, juCT:· as he was defcribing their rapid 
flight acrofs the· deferts, the interefi: of his ­
fu.bjecr, fo tranfpo_rted him, that he. clofed his 
legs iipon his little horfe, and pricked him in 
fo.fenfi:bl~ a manner, that the poney, . who 

wam-
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·was not deficient in fpirir, refented the at• 
t2ck, ~nd fet off with him at a prodigious 
·rate. William, when he faw his mailer thus 
•bu.rft forth_, was at.a lofs whether to confider 
;it as an accident, or only an oratorical grace,; 
.but, feeing the horfe hurrying along ·the 
·: roughefl part of the common) while Tomm.y 
tugged in vain , to -reftrain his effurts, he 
thought it neceifary to endeavour to overtake, 

.~nd therefore purfued him with al L- the fpeed 
he could ufe. But tl e w nev, who fe -blood 
feemed to be only the more ·enflarned by the 

violence of his own exertions, ran the fafter 
when h-e -heard the trampling of another 
horfe behind hi-m. -In this manner did 
Tommy fcamper over - the common, while 
William purfued in vain ; for, ju!l: as the 
fervant thought he had reached his mafter, 
his horfe would pufh forward with fuch ra­
p,idity as left his purfuer far behind. Tommy 

.kept his feat with infin.ice addrefs7 but he' now 
began ferioufly to repent of his own ung·o~ 

·!vernable ambition, and would, with th~ 
L-gr-eateft pleafure, have exchanged his own 

fpirited 
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f pirited fteed for the duHeft afs in England .. 
The race had 110w endured a confidei-able · 

. time, and feen1ed to be JJ0 nearer to a con .. 
dufion, when., on a fudden, the poney 
turned fhort., upoa an attempt of his mafter 
to flop him, and rufhed precipitately into a 

large bog, or ·quagmire, which was full -be­
fore him; l1ere he made a momentary halt, 
and Tommy wife1y embraced the opportu­
nity of letting himfelf flide off upon a foft 
and yielding bed of mire. Th~ fervant now 

came up to Tommy; and refcued him from 
his difagreeable fituation, where,· however, 
he had received no qthe-r damage than that 

- of daubing himfelf all over. William had 
been at firft very much frightened at the 

· danger of his mafter, but, when .. he faw that 
he had fo luckily efcaped all hurt, he could , 
not help a:lk:ing him, with a f mile.., whether 
this too was a ftroke of Arabian horfemanfhip. 
Tommy was a littl~ provoked at this re­
flection upon his horfemanihip, but, as he 
-had now loft fomething of .his irritability by .­
repeated mortification, he wifely repreffed · 

his 
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ibis paffion, and defired William to-. catch his 
horfe, while he returned homewar-ds on foot 

·to warm himfelf. The fervant~ therefore, 
·-endeavoured. to approach the pon-ey, who, 
as if contented with the triumph he .had ob .. 

·tained over his rider, was quietly feeding at 
a little difiance -; but, t:he in (l:ant William 

. approached, be fet off again at a v.iolent rate, . 
and feem·ed di[ pofed to le-ad him a fecond 

•·Chace not· inferior to the firft. 
ln the mean time, Tommy walked pen .. 

·.fively along the common, reflecting upon the 
'Various accidents which ·had befallen him, 
-and the · repeated difappointments he had 
'found in all ·his attempts to difiinguifu him~ 
,.felf. While che was thus engaged,. he over­
_took a po0r and ragged figure, the fingularity 

.. -of whofe appearance engaged ~is attention. 
,It was a man ·of middle a-ge, in a drefs he had 
.nev-er feen before, with two poor -children 
· that feemed with difficulty to keep up w.ith 
r,hi~, while he carried ~ third in · his arms, 
whofe pale, emaciated looks, {ufficiently de- · 

~dared -dif(afe and pain~ rhe man had upon 
his 

.. 
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his head a coarfe blue bonnet inftead of al\ 

hat ; he was wrapped round by a tattered 

·kind of .garment, ftriped with various co­

leurs, and., at -his Jide, hung down a long 

and formidable fword. Tommy furveyed 

him with fuch an ,earne-CT: ebfervation, that, 

at length, ·the ·man took notice of it, and, 

bowing to· him with the gi:eatefl: .·civility, 

ventured to aik him if he had met with any 

accident, that he appeared in a diforder which 

fuited fo little with his .. ,qual.ity. Tommy 

was n0t a -little ple.afed wit-h the difcernment 

of t·he man,, that cc:mld diflinguiih his im­

portance inf pite of the dirtinefs of his cloaths~ 
I 

and therefore mildly anf were<l; No, friend, 

there is not much the 1natter.-I have a little 

obftinate horfe that ran away with me, and, 

after tryiBg 'in -vaiu to throw 1ne down, he 

plunged into the middle of that great bog 

there, and .fa I jumped off for fear of being 

~wallo~ed up, otherwife I fhould foon have 

made him fubrnit; for I am ufed to fuch 

...., things, and don't n1ind then1 -in the leafl:. 

Here the child that the man was carry.1,ng 
began 
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began to cry bitterly, and the father endea­
voured to pacify him, but in vain. Poor 
thing, faid Tommy, ht feems not to be 
well-I am heartily forry for him !-Alas! 
mafier, a.nfwered the man-, -he is not wel1, 
indeed .; he bas now a violent ague -fit upon 
him, and I have t'lOt had a morfel of bread to 
give him, or any of the refi, fince yefterday 
noon. Tommy was naturally generous, and 
-now his mind was unufoaHy foftened by the 
remembrance of his own recent .diflreffes; he 
therefore pulled a iliilling out of his pocket 
and gave it to the man, faying, Here, my 
honeft friend, he-re is fomething to bµy your 
child forne _food, a~d I fincerely wifh ·he 
may foon recover. God hlefs your fweet 
face! faid the man; you are the befi friend I 
have feen this many a day .; but for this kind 
affiflance we mi2:ht have all been loft. He ..:.> 

then, with many bows and thank!;>, !truck 
acrofs the common into a different path;. and , . :-.. , 'Tommy went forward, feeling a greater plea:... 
fure at this littk ad of humanity than he had 
long .been acquainted with among· all . the 

VoL .. IIL F fine 

' ' 
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(fine acquaintance he had lately contraB:ed .. 
B,ut ·he -tiad walked a very little way with 
-thefe i:eflections~ before he -met with a new 
.adventure ; a flock of fheep was running 
wit-h a11 the precipitation which fear could 
-infpire from the pur-fuit of a large dog., and 
ju!l: as Tommy a.pproached~ the dog had 
overtaken a lamb, and feemed difpofed to 
13evour it. Tommy was naturally an ene­
my to all cruelty, and therefore running to­
,wards the dog, wi_th more alacrity than pru­
.dence, he endeavoured to drive h-im from his 
prey. But the animal, who probably de­
fpifed the diminutive fize of his adverfary, 
after growling a little whi.le and fhowing his 
teeth, when he found that this was not fuf­
ncient to deter him from intermeddling, in­
tirely quitted the fh_eep; and, making a fud­
<len fpr-ing, feized upon the ik.irt of Tommy',s 
.coat, which he fuook with every expreffion 
-0f rage. Tommy behaved w1th more in­
trepidity than could have bee,n expected, for 
he neithe-r cried out nor attempted to run, 
but made his utmoft eff ort.s to difengage 

himfelf 
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I1imfelf from -his enemy. But as the contdt 
was fo uneqtaa1, it is probable he would have 
been feverely bitten, had not the honefl: 
{hanger, whom he had relieved, come run­
ning up to his affiftance, and feeing th~ dan­
;ger of ,his benefactor, 1aid -the dog dead at 
his feet by a furious !hoke of his broad­
f word. Tommy~ thus delivered from the 
impending danger, expreffed his gratitude to 
the ilra,nger i:n the moft affectionate manner, 
and defired him. to accompany him to his 
father's houfe; where he and his wearied 
children ihould receive whatever refrefhment 
they wifued. I-le then turned his eyes t~ 
the Jamb, whi~h had been the caufe of the 
-contdl:, and lay panting upon the ground, 
bleeding and wounded, '" hut nor to death, 
and remarked, with afionifiunent, upon his 
fleece, the well-known characters of H. S. 
accompanied with a crof,s ! As I live, faid. 
Tommy, I believe this is the very lamb 
which Harry ufed, to be fo fond of, and 
which ufed fometime-s to follow him to Mr. 
Barlow's. I am the luckieft fellow · in the 

F '2 world 

.. 
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world to hav,,e. come in time to ·deliver.,him :; 
. a-11d now., perhaps, Harry may forgive me 
all the ill .ufage he has met, with. Saying this., 
he took the J?.mb up, and kiffed it with the 
greatefl tendernefs ; nay, he would have even 
borne it home in his arms had it not been 
rath_er too heavy _for his ·ftren,gth : but the 
hone ft (hanger, with a grateful officiouf nefs, 

offered his f~rvices, and prevaiied on Tommy 
to let him carry it, while he delivered his 
child to the biggeft of its brothers. 

When Tommy was now anivt;d ·w.ithin -a 
1ittle di11ance of his home, he met his father 
7a nd Mr. Barlow, who had left the hou(e .to 

. enjoy the ·mornin~ air before breakfafl. 
- T h~y were furprized_ to fee him_ in fuch an 
equipage; for the dirt, which .had befpattered 
him from nead ,toJoot, began to dry in va­
rious places, and gave him the appearance of 
a :farmer's clay-built wall in the act of hard­
ening. · But Tommy, without giving then1 

time to make inquiries, ran affectionately up 
,to Mr. Barlow, and taking him by the h,rnd_, 
faid; Oh, fir ! here is the luckieft accident in 

,.the 
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the world-poor Harry Sandford's favouri te 
lamb would have been killed by a gr 0 at 
1niichievous dog, if· 1' bad not happened to 
come by and fa-ve his life. And who is this -
hone ff man, faid Mr. Merton, \N hom you 

have picked up upon the common? · Ht feems 
to be in diftrefs, and his fam1i11ed children 
are fcarcely able- to drag thernfelves along. 
Poor man, anfwered . Tommy, I am very 
1nuch obliged to him ;~ for, whe-n I went to 

fave Harry-'s -lamb, the dog attacked me and 
would have hurt me very mt[ch, if he had 
not cqme to my affifiance, and killed birµ . . 

with his great f word. So I have . brought 
him with me that he might fefre{h himfelf 
with his .poor children; one of which has a 

_ terrible agµe. For I knew, papa, though l ~ 

have not behaved well of late, you woulrl 

no! be againft _1ny doing an act of charity. / . 
lam, on the contrary, very glad,. faid Mr. 
1-Aerton, to fee you ha~e fo much gratitud~ 
in• your tern per. But what is the reafon that 
l fee you thus disfigured with dirt?· SoreJy 

yo~ii muft have b~en riding,. ar1d -)'Our horfe 

F 3 have 
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have thrown you.. And fo_ it is,, for here-is 
William following with both the horfes in 
a foam. William at that moment appear­
ed-'. and, trotting up to his mafter., began to­
make excufes for his own £hare in the bu­
finefs. Indeed, fir,_ faid he, I did not think 
there was the lea-ft hann in going out with, 
mafter Tommy; and we were riding along. 
as quietly as. poffible,. and mafter was giv­
ing 111e a long account of the Arabs; who,_ 
he faid,. lived in the fineft co.un~ry in the: 
world, which d0es not produce any thing: 
to eat, or drink, or weJr; and yet they ne­
ver want or G:ome upon the parifu-;_ but· 
ride the mo:0: mettled horfes in. the- world:>, 
fit to ftart for any plate in England. · And 
j'uft as . be was giving m@ this account, 
Punch took it into his head to run away,_ 
and while r w,1s endeavouring to catch him, 
he jumped into a q:uagmire} and £hot mafter 
T 01nmy off in the middle of it. No, faid: 
Tominy,. there you rniftake; I believe I. 
could manage a 1nuch more fpir.ited horfe 
than Punch ;_ but l _th.ought it prudent to 

throw. 
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throw myfelf off, for fear of his plunging 

deeper in the mire. But h?w is this, faid 

Mr. Merton ?- The poney ufed to be die 

quieteft of horfes ; what can have given 

_ him this fudden impulfe to run away ?­

Sure, William, you were not fo imprudent 

·as to truft your mafter with fpurs. No, 

fir, anfwered William, not I, and I can 

take my oath he had no fpurs on when we 

fet out. Mr. Merton was convinced there 

was fome myftery in this tranfaB:ion, . and' 

looking at his fon to find it out, ·he, at 

length, difcovered the ingenious contri­

vance of Tommy to fupply the place of 

fpurs 1 and cot,11~ hardly preferve his gra­

vity at the fight. He, however, mildly 
fet before him his imprudence, v.hich might 

· have been attended with the moft fatal con­

fequences, the fraB:ure of his limbs, or even 

the lofs of his life, and defired him for the 

future to be more cautious. They then 

return-~d to the houfe, and Mr. Merton or­

dere~ the fervants to fupply his guefh with 

plenty of the moft nourifhing food. After 

~ F 4 break-



JO~ ' ·T 11.E H' I S,T ORY O }i' · , 

breakfjift, they· font for the ·unhappy ffrange:u 
into the parlour, whofe countenance now 
befpoke his fatisfattion and · gratitude; and 
iv1r. Merton, who. by his drefs and ac.(ent 

( 

difrovered hi1n to be an inhabitant-of Scot-
land, defired to know by what a-ccident he 
had thus wandered, fo far from home with 
thefe poor hdplefs children, .and had been 
reduced to fo ,nuch mifery. Alas ! your 
ho_notir-, anfwered the man, I fuould ill deferve 

· the favours you have fuown me, if I at­
tempted to conceal, any thing fr~m fuch_ 
worthy benefactors. My. tale-, howeve-r,,. is 
fimple and · uninterefting, and I fear there 
can· b~ nothing in the -ftory of my. diftrefs 
the leai.fl: deferving · of your attention~ 
Surely;. faid I\ilr. Merton with·. the moft be­
nevolen~ courtefy, . there muft be fomething 

-in the diftrefs of every honeff man which 
ought to-intereft his f~llow creatures : and 
if you , will acquaint, us with· all the cir­
cumftances of your fituation, .it 1nay, per .. 
haps be within our power., as it · certainly i~ 
in our inclinations, to. do you- fanher fer-

v1ce. •. 
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vice~ The man then bowed to the corr. ... -
pany with an air of dignity which furprizod ! 
them all, and thus began :-I was born in 
that part of our ifland which is called the 

.North of Scotland. . The country there·, . 

partly from the barrennefs -of the foil and 
the inclemency of the frafons., and partly 
from other- caufes which I wj}l not now 

~numerate, -is. unfavourable to -the exifi:ence 
of its inhabitants.. l\rfore thar:i half the year 
our mountains are covered with continual- , 
fnows, which prohibit' the uie of agricul1

-

tur:e·, or-blafi: the expectations of an h~rveft. 
Yet the race of n1~11 which inhabit thefe / 
dreary wi]ds., are- perhaps not more unde-­
ferving- the fmiles of fortune than many 

of their- happier n6ghbours. . Accufromed. 
to a life of toil and. hardfhip, their. bodies 
are braced by the inceffant difficulties; they 
have to encounter,. and their- minds .reurnin 
untainted by the . example, of their. more· 
luxurious neighbours~ -· 1'-hey are bred . up ) 

from infancy with a • deference and refpet1: 
f0r -their parents., and with a mutt.i-a1 fpirit 

F 5 _of. 
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of endearment towards their equals, wliidi 
I hive not remarked in happier climates •. 
Thefe circumftances expand and elevate 
the mind, and attach. the highlanders t Q.; 

their native rnountains with a. warmth of 
affe::l:ion, which is fr:arce ly known in the 
midfE of poliffied cities and culti.vated coun-­
tries. Every man there is more ·or lefs, 
acquainted with the hiftory· of hi.s clan, and: 
the rnartial exploits which they have per­
formed. In the winter feafon, we fit around, 
the- blazing light of our -fires, and comme­
morate ' the glorious actions of our ancef­
tors ; the children catch the found,. and 
confider themfelves• a's interefted .. in fup­
porting the honour of a nation, which is yet 
unf ullied in the annals of the world, and 
refolve to tranfmit it equally pure to their· 
pofterity. With thefe impreffions, whicb 
were the earlieft I can remember, you can­
not wonder, gentlemen, that I fuould early 
imbibe a fpirit of enterprize and a love of 
arms. My father wa~.., indeed, poor, but 
he had been himfelf a foldier, and therefore 

did 
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did not fo ftrenuouOy oppofe my growing 
inclinations. He., indeed, fet before n1e 
the little chance I ihould have of promo­
tion, and the-innumer~ble difficulties· of my 
intended profeffion. But what were diffi; .. 
culries to a youth brought up to fubfifr· 
upon an handful of oatmeal, . to drink the 
waters of the ftream, and to fieep, fhtoud­
ed in my plaid,. beneath the arch of an 
impending rock ! l fee, , gentlemen, eon­
tinued the highlander, . that. y0;u appear 
furprized to hear a man, . who has fo .littl.e · 
to recommend him., exprefs himfelf in ra-­
ther loftier language than you · are ·· accu1- · 
tamed to among your peafantry here. But 
you fhould re1ne1n ber thata certain degree of 
education is 1nore general in Scotland than 
where you live; and t_hat, wanting· almoft 
all the gifts .of fortune, . we cannot afford to , 
fuffer thofe of nature to remain-tmcultivatedo 
,vhen, . therefore, .. my firthecr faw that the 
determined bent of my. temper. was towards-. 
a- military ]ife, . he .. thought it.vain . to op .... 
pofe my inclination~. He even, , perhapsj) 

F 6; l fls-
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in voluntarily cherifhed them, by explaining 
to me, during, the long leifure of our dreary 
winter,. fame books wl'tich treated ___ of mili~ 
tary fciences·-. and ancient~ hiftory. From 
thefe I imbibed an early love of truth and 
honour, . which I hope has not· abandoned 
me .Gnce ; and, by teaching me what brave 
and virtuous men have fuffereci- in every 
age and country, they have, . perhaps, pre.:.. 
vented 1ne from' entirely finking. under my 
misfortunes. ~ 

One night in the autumn of the year, as 
.we were feared round the embers of our fire, 
we heard a knocking at the door. My fa.:. 
ther rofe, a.1d a ma:n of a ·majeftic prefence 
came in and requefted · permiffion to pafs 
the night in our cottage; He told us he 
was an ·, ~ngli-fh officer who had long heen 
ftationed in the highlands; but now, upon 
the breaking out of war,, he had been fent 
for in hail:e to London, whence he was to 
embark for America as foon as he col1ld be 
join.ed by his regiment. This, faid he, 
has been the reafon of n1y travelling later 

than 
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tlian prudence. permits in a mountainous 

country with whi-ch l am imperfectly ac:­
quainteq. t have. unfortunately 10ft my 
way, and~ but for your kindnefs, added he, 
fmiling, I muft he:e · begin my campaign, 
and pafs the night upon a bed . of heath 
amid the mountains. • My. father. rofe and 
received· ·the officer with all the courtefy 

he was able ; for in Scotland every man 
thinks himfelf honoured by being permitted 
to exercife · his hofpitality ; . he told him hrs 
accommodations were mean and poor, but 

what he had was heartily at his fervice. 

He then fent m·e to lbok after his vifitor's 

horfe, and fet before him fome milk and 

oaten ·bread, which were all the dainties we 
po!feffed, :· Olff' gueft, . however, , feemed ,to' 
feed upon- iti with an appetite. as .keen ·as if 
he had been educated in the highlands .; and, 

what I could not help remarking with afto­
nifument, although - his I air and manners , 

proved tha-t he · could be no ftranger to a 
more delicate ·way of living, not a fing!e. 

word fell from. him that intimated. he· had 

ever 
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ever been 11fed to better fare~ During the 
evening he entertained us with various ac­
counts of the dangers he had already ef:. 
caped, and the fervice he· had feen. He 
particularly defcribed the manners of the 
favage tribes he was going to encounter in 
America, . and the nature of their warfare. 
All this, accompanied with the tone and 
I0ok of a man that was familiar with great: 
events.,. .. and had borne a confiderable fhare 
in all he related, fo enflamed 1ny military 
ardour, !hat I was noJonger capable of re- . 
preffing it. The {hanger perceiyed it, and,. 
looking· at me with an air of tendernefs and. 
c-ompaffion, afked if that. young· man waS: 
intended for the -fervice •. · My colour rofe,_ 
and my heart· immediate!~ fwelled at the 
quefrion ; the' look and manner of ouri 
gueft had ftrange.ly, interefted me in his fa,,. 
vour, and the natural grace and fimplicity. 
with which, he related his-- own exploits put 
me in mind· of the gr:eat men of other. 
times--.- eould I but march under the ban­
ners of fuch a leader, . 1 tho.ught nothing· 

would . 
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would be too arduous to be achieved. I 
faw_ a long_ perfpeB:ive before me of com­
bats, difficulties, and dangers; fomething., 
liowever7 • whifpere<l to my mind that I. 
fhould be. fuccefsful in the end, and fopport 

the -reputacion of our. name and elan. 

Full of thefe ideas, l fprang forwards at the. 
queftion, and told the officer that the darling 
paffion of my life would be to bear. arms. 
under a · chief like hi1n ; and- that, if he 
would fuffer rne to, enlift under his com­
mand, I fhoul~ be ready to juftify. his kind­

nefs by patiently fupporting every hardfhip., .. 
and· facjng every danger.. Young man, .re­
plied he, . with a.look of kind, concei:_n,. there 
is not an officer in .the army· that would not· 

be proud off u~h a- recru1t; but I fhould ill 
repay the hofpitality r have received from 
your parents, if I fuffered you to be de­
<Zeivecl in your opinion of the _!11ilitary _pro­
feffion-. He then fet before me, in the 
ftrongeft language, all the hardfhips which 
would be my lot; the dangers of the field, 

the pefrilence of camps, the flow confum-
. 
rng 
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ing languor of hofpitals, the infolence O't­
command, the ·mortifieation , of fr1bordina ... 
tion, and the uncertainty that- the exertions 
of even a · long life would ever lead to · 

, the leaft· promotion. ·An this, replied I-~_, 
trembling with fear that my father ihoulcl. 
take advantage cf thefe too juft reprefen­
tations to refufe his confent, I knew be-:. 
fore; but I~feel lan -irreG.ftible impulfe within · 
me which · con1pels · 1ne to- the field. The 
die is e-ail'.for lifo or deathj and~l ·will abid'e 
by the chance that - now occurs. If you, 
fir, refufe me, I will howev~r enlift with 
the firft officer that will accept me; for I ~ 
will no longer wear· out:· life · amid _the foli­
tnde of thefe furrounding ·n1ountains, with­
out even a . chance of meriting_· app_l-au.fe or 
diftingui!hing my name ... 

The officer th~n defifted' from ·his oppo- ­
fition, and,. turning· to my parents, afked · 
thetn if. it were-with their co.nfent that I:was 
going to en1ift. !'v1y mother. burft into 
.tears, . and .my fifters hung about me weep­
lil{s i • my - father replied,- with a deep , 

figh). ) 
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figh -,. I have long experienced that it is 
.vain to oppofe the decrees of Providence. 
Could my perfllafion~ have i1ailed, he would 
have remaiHed contented. in thefe moun--
tains; but that is now impoffib]e, at-leaft 
till he has purch-afed wifdom at the price of 
his blood. If,- therefore, fir, you do not 
de(pife h:is youth and· mien, take him witn 
you, and let him have the advantage of 
your example. I have been a foldier rny­
felf, aQd I can aifure-you, with truth, that 
l have never feen an officer under whom, I · 
would more gladly march than yourfelf. 
Our gu~ft 1nade a polite reply to my father~ 
and inftantly agreed to receive rne. H:e 
then· pulled out a purfe, and, offering it to 

. my father, faid,. the common price of a 
recruit is-now five guineas, but, fo well am 
I fatisfied. with thfl appearance of your fon 
and. the confidence· you; repofe in me) that 
I muft infift. upGn y.our accepting what is 
czontained: in this pur.fe; you. will difpo.fe of 
it. as y.ou pleafe for your mutuaLadv.antage.-

. B:e.f ore: 
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Before I depart to-1norrow, I will give 
fuch directions as may enable him to join 
the regiment, which is now preparing to 
march. He then requefted thar- he might 
retire to reft, and 1ny father would have 
r-efigned the only be<l he had in the houfe to­
l1is gueft; but he abfolutely refufed, and 
faid, \Vould you lhame me in the eyes of 
my new recruit? What is a foldier good for 
that cannot i1eep without a bed ? The time 
will foon arrive when l fhall think a com­
fortable roof and a little {haw, an enviable 
luxury. I, therefore, raifed him as con­
venient a couch as I was able to make with. 
neath and fhaw; and, wrapping himfelf up 
in his riding coat, he threw himfelf down 
upon it, and f1ept till morning. With the 
firft dawn of day he rofe and departed,, 
having firft given me the directions which 
were nece[ary to enable me to join the regi .... 
1nent :· but, before he went, mY- father, 
who was equally charmed with his ge1:1ero­
fity and. manners,. preued him to take back 

~.art 
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part of the money he had given us; this, 

however, he abfolute1y refufed, and left us 

full of efteem and adrniration .. 

I will not, gentlemen, repeat the affecting 

fcene I had to undergo in taking leave of 

my family and friends. It pierced me to 

t?he very heart ; and then, for the firft time, 

I almoft repented at being fo near the ac­

eomplifhment of my willies. I was, how­

ever, ·engaged, and determined to fulfil my. 

engagement; I,. therefore, tore myfdf from 

my family, having, with difficulty, pre­

-vailed upon my father to accept of part of 

the money I had received for my enrolment; 

I will not tref_pafs upon your. time to de 0 

lcribe the various emotions which l felt at­

the crowd of new fenfations, . which entered 

my mind along our march. l arrive.d with­

out an accident· at London, the fplendid­

capital of this kingdom;, bu.t I could- not-· 

-there reftrain my aftonifbment to . fee. an im­
menfe people- talking of wounds,_ of death~. 

of battles,., fieges, and conqpefts, , in the: 

m.idft of feafts,, and, balls,, and puppet-~-

!hows ; . 
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fuows; and calmly devoting thou(ands· of 
their fellow~creatures -to periib by famine or 
the f word, while they-confidered the lofs of 
a dinner, or the endurance of a -fhower~ as 
a :1 exertion to(') 2-reat for human fortitude-. '-.J 

I foon embarked, and arrived, wichot1t 
any other a~cident than an horrible ficknefs, 
at thE; place of our-deflination in America. 
Here I · jomed my gallant officer, colonel 
Simmons, who had · performed the voyage 
in another fbip.-Mifa Simmons-, who was 
pre.fen_t at this -narratio.1, feem•ecil"-to ne_ much 
interefted · at this mention of her own name; 
lhe;, however,. did not exp refs her feelings, 
and-the fl:ranger proceeded with his-ftory.--­
This gentleman was; 'Yi~h juftke-1 the meft 
beloved, and the moft defer.ving to be fo, 
of any officer I have ever known ._ lnfl.ex-_ 
ible in every thing· that" concerned · the ho-­
nour of the fervice, he never pardorred wil-. 
ful n1ifbehaviour, becaufe. he knew that it 
':'as incompatible with military ~difcip1ine;. 
yet, when obliged to punifi1; he di~ it, with 
4ic11. r.e~ucl:ance, _ that- he feemed to fuffer 

· almofl_ 
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,a,11noU: as r:nuch as the criminal. But, if 
his reafon impofed th.is jufr and neceffary 
feverity, his heart had taught him another 
_leifon in ref.pea to the private diftrdfes of 
his men. He vifited then1 in their fick--
neffes, relieved their miferies, an{.i was a 
niggard of nothir.g but human blood;-­
but 1 ought to correct myfelf in that ex:­
preffion, for -he was rafbly lavifh of his 
own, and to that we owe his untimely 
lofs .. 

I had not been -long in America before 
the colonel, who was perfectly acquainted 
with the language and manners of the fa­
vage tribes that border upon the Britifh co­
lonies, was fent upon an embaffy to one of 
their nations, for the ,purpofe of foliciring 
their · alliance with Britain. It rr.ay, per­
haps, be not ~ninterefting to you, gentle­
men, and to this my .honourable little 
mafter, to hear fame account of a people 
whote manners and cufl:oms are fo much 
the reverfe of what you fee at home. As _ 
_ my worthy officer,_ therefore.,. contented .with 

;my 



~H 8 T H E I{ I S TO R Y O F 

·my affiduity and improvement in n1ili~ary 

knowledge; permitted me to have the ho .. 

nour of attending him, I wilt defcribe fo1ne 

-of the moft curious facts which I was wlt­
nefs to. 

You have, douhtlefs, heard many a-c .. 

_ counts of the furprizing in.creafe of the 

Engli!h colonies in America; and, when 

we reflect that it is fcar_cely an hundred 

years fince forne of them were eftablifhed, 

it 1nuft be confeffed that they have made 

rapid improvements in clearing the ground 

of woods and bringing it to cultivation. Yet, 

1nuch as they have already done, the coun­

try is yet an immenfe foreft, except imme­

·~hately upon the coafts. Thefe forefts ex­

tend on every fide to a diftance that no hu­

man fagacity or obfervation has been able 

· to determ1ne. They abou,nd in every fpe~ 

cies of tree which you fee in England, to 

which ~ay be added a great variety more 
w:hich are unknown with us. Under their 

fhade is generally found a rich luxurious 

herbage, which ferves for pafl:ure to a thou-

fand 
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fand herds of animals. Here are feen elks, 
,a kind of deer .of the largeft fize, and buf­
faloes, a fpecies of wild ox, by thoufands, 
,and even horfes, wh,ich, having been ori­
_ginally brought over by the Spaniards, 
·have efcaped from their fettlements and 
multi-plied in the woods .. 
- Dear, faid To1nmy, that muil: be a fine 
country, indeed, where horfes run wild ; 
why a rnan might have one for nothing. 
And yet, faid Mr. Merton, it would be 
but of little ufe for a perfon to have a wild 
horfe, who is not aole to manage a tame 
-one. 
· Tommy made no anfwer to his father, 
:and the man proceeded :-But the greateft 
.curiofity of all this country is, in 1ny opi­
nion, the various tribes or nations which 
inhabit it. Bred up from their ,infancy to ·a 
life of equal hardinefs with the wild animals, 
they are almoft ·as :rob1:dl:: in their confti­
tutions. Thefe various tribes in'habit little 
villages which generally are feated upon •the 
banks of .rivers,, and., though they cultivate 

fmall 
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~mall portions of land around their townj., _ 

they feek rhe greater part of their fub­

fiftence from the chace. ln their perfons 

they are rather tall and .{lender, but admi­

rably well proportioned and active, and 

their colour -is a pale red, exactly refembling 

copper. Thus accuftomed to roam about 

the woods, and brave the inclemencies of 

the weather, as wdl as continually expofed 

to the attacks of their ~nemies, they acquire 

a degree of courage and fortitude which can 

fcarcely be_ conceived. It _is nothing to 

them to pafs whole days without a morfel 

of food, to lie whole nights upon the. bare 

damp ground, and to fwi1n the wideft rivers 

in the depth of w1nter. 1\tloney, indeed., 

and the greater part .of what we call the 

. conveniencies of life,, they are unacquainted 

with; nor can they conceive that one man 

fuould ferv.e another merely hecaufe he has 

a few pieces of iliining n1e_tal\ they ·ima­

gine that the only juft diftinc.l:ions a.rife 

from fuperior ·courage and bodily per­

feB:ions, and th~refore thefe alone .are able 

to 
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to engage their efteem.. I !hall never for­
get the contempt which one of their chiefs 
expreffed at feeing an officer who was ra­
ther corpulent at the head of his rr.en: 

, What fools, faid he, are thefe Europeans, 
to be commanded by a man who is fo t1n­
wieldy that he can neither annoy his ene­
n1ies nor defend his friends, and who is only 
fit to be a fcul)ion ! vVheri they are at 
.peace, ·they exercife. the virtue of hofpip'lity 
:to a degree that 1night fhame more polilbed 
nations-: if' a (hanger arrives at any of their 
towns, ·he enters into the firft habitation he 
pleafes, and is fure to be entertained with 
aH the family poffefs. Jn this manner he 
might journey fro1n one end of the conti­
nent to the other, and never fail a friendly 

, . 
,recept10l'l. 

But, if. their manners are gentle in peace, 
they are more dreadfui when provoked than 
~.l-1 the wilde(l: -an.imals of the foreft·. Bred 
.1:lP- from infancy to fuffer no reftraint, an~ 
to give an unbounded loofe to all their paf­
fioIJs, they know not what it 1s to forgive 

Vo L. UL ~ · G an 
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an injury. ·They love the,ir tribe with a de~ 
gree of -affection that is tota1ly unknown in 
every other country; for that they are 
.ready to foffer every hardfhjp and danger; 
-wounds, and pain, and dt'ath, they defpife, 
as often as the intereft of their country is 
concerned; but the fame attachment ren­
·ders them implacable and unforgiving to all 
their enen1ies: jn fhort, they feem to have 
all the virtues and the vices of the ancient 
Spartans. 

To one of ~hefe tribes, called the Otti­
:gamies, was coloneJ Simmons fent amba(­
fador, accompanied by a few · more officers, 
-and f01ne private men, amo~g whom I had 
the hc:mour to be included. We purfued 

·our march, for feveral days, through forefts 
·which feemed to be of equal duration 
·with the world itfelf. Sometimes we were 
·1hrouded -in fuch obfcurity from the thick-, 

nefs of the ,co-vett, that we could fGi.rcely 
fee the 1:ght 0f H ·eaven; fometimes we 
t'Jmerged into fpacious n1eadows, barn of 
trees, and --covered with the moft luxuriant 

herbage, 
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herbage, on which wer~ feeding immenfe 
herds of buffaloes : thefe, as foon as they 
fnuffed the approach of men, which they 
are capable of doing even at a confiderable 
diftance; "ran with precipitation into the 
furrounding woods. Many, however, fell 
beneat~ our attack, and ferved us for food 
during our journey. At length, we came 
to a wide and rapid river, upon whofe banks 
we found a party of friendly f~vages, with 
fome of whom we embarked upon canoes 
made of the bark of trees, to proceed to the 
country of the Ottigamies. 

After three days 'inceffant rowing, we 
entered a fpacious lake, upon w_hofe banks 
were encamped a confiderable part of the 
nation we fo:ughtc As we approached the 
fuore, they faluted us with a volley of balls 
from their mufkets, which whiftled juft 
above our heads .without producing . mif.:. 
chief. I and feveral of the foldiers inftandy 
feized our arms, imagining it to be an 
hoftile attack; but our leader quieted onr 
apprehenfions by informing u~ that this was 

G 2 001.y 
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-only a friendly falure with which a nation 
of warriors received and welcomed thei-r 
allies. We landed; and were inftantly con-. · 
-ducted to the aifembly of the chiefs, who 
were fitting upon the ground, Wlithout e~­
ternal pomp or ceremony, with thei-r arms 
befide them ; hut there was in their collfil-
1:enances and -eyes an expreffion of ferociou~ 
grandeur which · ·would have da~nced the 
,boldeft European. Yes, gentlemen, I have 
feen the greateft and moft powe~ful men in 
my own country ,; I ,have feen them adorned 
with e:very external •circumftance · of -drefs7 

and pomp, and ,equipage, to infpire refpecr; 
-but never did I Jee any thing which fo com-
1plecely awed the foul a,s the angry fcowl and 
:fiery glance of a favage American. 

As loon as our leader entered the circle 
lhe produced the .calumet -or .pif ~ of peaceo 
This is the :univerfal ma;rk of friendi11i_p 

,and 4lliance amoI,)g all the barbarous na­
tions of America; and he that bears it, _is 
confidered with fo much refpect, th,,at , his . 
;Perfon is alw~ys fafe. This calumet is no-

.thing -
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thing but a long and Gender pipe, orna­
mented with the moft lively and beautiful 
feathers,,~ which are ingeniouCTy fixed along 
the tube..- The bole is. compofed of a pc>­
culiar kind of reddifh marble, and filled 
with fcented herbs and tobacco. Colonel 
Simmons lighted his pipe with great fo­
lemnity, and turning the bole firft towards •­
the heavens-,. then to the -earth, then in a· 
circle round him, he -began to fmoke. In 
the mean time the whole affembly fat with 
mute attention, waiting to hear his propo• · 
fals,: for,. though -we call them favages, yet 
in- fome refpecls·, they well deferve to be 
imitated by 1nore refined nations. In all 
their meetings and affernblies, the great.eft 
order and regularity prevail ; whoever rifes 
to fpeak, is fure of being patiently heard to 
the end without ·the leaft interruption. Our. 

• leader then began to. harrangue then1 in 
their own language, with ~ hich he, was well . 
acquainted. I did · not underfiand what 
paft, . but it was afterwards explained . to me, 
that he fet before their eyes the injuties: 
"r' G J · they 
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they had mutually received from the French. 
and the tribes in their alliance. He told 
them that their great father, for fo thefe peo­
ple call the king of Britain, had taken up 
the hatchet of war, and was fending an in- -
numerabJe band of warriors to _p-unifh the' 
infults of his enemies. He told them that , 
he had ordered him to vifit the Ottigamies, 
his dutiful children~ and fmoke with them 
the pipe of peace. Ile invited their young 
men to join the warriors that came from 
beyond the ocean.,, and who were marching_ 
to bury the bones of their brethren, who­
had been killed by their mutual foes. When 
he had conduded, he flung upon the ground 
a curious firing of fhells which is called the 
belt of Wampum. This is a neceffary 
circun1ftance in all the treaties ma'de with 
thefe tribes. Whoever comes as an am­
baffaclor brings one with him to prefent to .. 
the people · whofe friendil1ip is fol icited,. and 
if the bel t is accepted, the propofed alliance 
is confidered as entered into. As foon as 
our leader -pad finifuedi a chief of a ·ftature 

fuperior 
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fuperior to the common race of men, and of 

a moft detennined look,. jumped into the 

middle of the affembly, and, taking up the 

belt, cried out in their language : Let us. 

march, my brethren, with the young men 

of our great father. Let us dig up the 

hatchet of war, and revenge the bor.es of · 

our countrymen. They lie unbu ried , and 

cry to us for vengeance. We wi ll not be 

deaf to their cries; we will fhake off all 

delays ; we will approve ourfelves worthy 

of our anceH:ors. We will drink the blood 

of our enemies, and tpread a feafr of ear­

n age for the fowls of the air and the wild 

beafts of the foreft. This refo] ution was 

tmiverfall'y approved by the whole nation, 

who confented to the war with, a. ferociou5 

joy. The aff'ernbly was then diffolved, and 

the chiefs prepared for their· intended march 

according to the manners of their country 0 . 

All the- favage tr.i.be.s that inhabit America 

are accuftomed to very little cloathing. 

lnu1:ed to the incleme,ncie.s . of the weather, 

and being in the conftant exercife of all. 

G. 4 their. 
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their limbs, they cannot bear th_e re.fl:rain..t: 
and confinement of an- European drefs. 
The greater part of their bodies, therefore., 
is naked, and this they paint in various 
faihions to give additional terror to their 
looks. When the chiefs were thus pre­
pared, they came from their tc:nts, and the 
lafl folemnity I was witnefs to was dancing 
the dance of war, and finging the fong of 
death. :But what words can convey an 
adequate idea of the furious movements 
and · expreffions which animated thern 
through the whole of this performance?. 
Exery man was armed wit_h a kind of 
hatchet, which is th€ir ufual weapon in bat!'"­
tle, aod called a tomahawk. This he held 
in his hand,_ and brandifhed_ through the 
_whole of the dreadful fpel.tade. A-s they 
went on,_ their faces kindled into an ex:­
preffion1of anger which wo1-J1d have daunted­
the boldefl: fpectator. Their geftures fee·m..:­
e-d to be;infpired by frantic rage and. im-

- plac_able animoGty. They moved, the.ir bo.. 
di.~s with the moft violent agitations,. and it 

w.as.-, 
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was eafy to fee they reprefented all the · 
-circumfl:ances of a real combat. They 
feemed to be engaged in clofe or diftant 
battle, and brandifhed their weapons with fo 
mt'lch fury, ,that you would have imagined • 
·they were going every inftant to hew each 
other ~o pieces; nor would it have been 
poffible, even for the performers themfelvri 
of this terrific dance, , to have ·avoided mu- -
tual wounds. and flaughter, ~ad they not 
been endued with tha~ extraordinary act:-ivity, 
which is. peculiar to favage - nations. By · 
int~rvals -they increafed. the .- horrid folem­
nity of the exhibition_ by uttering yells that 
would have pierced an European ,ear with 
horror. . r have fren rage and fury -' under · 
vari<:ms forms, .and in different parts of the · 
globe, but I · muft confefs; that every thing : __ 
I have- f.een elfewhere · is - feeble, and con ... 
temptible when compared with this dafs , 
fpeccacle. - When the whole was finiiheqy 
they entertained us at a pub~ic- fafl:ival in . 

-their cabins, an_d when we-depar,ted, dif mift 
us_-,with thefe expreffive· willies; ,they prayed : 

G 5..,, that ~ 
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that the Great Spirit would favour us with 
a profperous voyage; that he would give 
us an unclouded iky and fmooth waters by 
day, and that we might lie down a~ night 
on a beaver blanket, enjoying uninterrupted 
fleep and pleafant dreams; and that we 
might find continual protection under the 
great pipe of peace.-I have been thus 
particular, faid the highlander, in defcrib­
ing the circurnftances of this ernbaffy, be­
caufe you have not difdained to hear the 
ftory of my adventures; and I thought that 
this defcription of a people fo totally un­
like all you have been accuftomed to in 
Europe might not prove entirely uninte­
refting. 

We are much obliged to you, faid Mr. 
Barlow, for all thefe curious particulars, 
which are perfectly conformable to all I 
h.we heard and read upon · the fubject 
Nor can I confider, ·without a certain de-, 
gre~ of admiration, the favage grandeur of 
man in his rnoft fimple ftate. The p4ffion 
for revenge, which marks the character of 

all 
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aU uncivilized nations, is certainly to be 

condemned. But it is one of the conftant 

prejudices of their education,, and many of 

t,hofe-that call themfelves refined, have more 

to blufh at, . in, that refpefr, . than they. are 

aware of.. Few, I. am - afraid; even in the 

moft refined ftate of fociety ,. hav.e arrived 

at that fublime gener.ofrty, which is able to 

forgive the injur-ies. of its fellow creatures, 

when it has the power. to repay them; and 

J; fee -many around me, . that are difgraced 

by the vices . of uncivilized Amerjcans;, 

without. a claim to their virtues •. 

r will: not fatigue . your -ears, continued · 

the highlander, with a recital. of all. the. 

events I. was engaged. in, during the pro­

grefs-of the war.. The defcription of blood·. 

and carnage is always difagreeable to a hu ~ 

mane mind ;. and though the perverfity of 

mankind may fometimes , render war a ne­

c;:effary evil,: the remembrance of its mif­

c,hiefs is always painful. . I. will only men-• 

tion one event, continually lamented" in the 

annals of this country, becaufe. it JS · con., .. 

G 6 nected 

• 
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necl:ed with the untimely fate of mr noble-· 
friend and gallant leader .. 

. ' It was determined by tho Ce who govern~ 
~.d, that we ihould .marcli through the woods 
upon a,diilant expedition againfr the French. 
The conduct. of this. enterprize was given 
to a brave hut rafh commander, totally -un.­
acquaint~d . with the people he had. to op­
pofe, and un!kilied in-the nature of a.favage . 
war. W,e therefore. began- our march , 
through the fame traB:lefs wilds. I. have de­
Jcribed.. We. proceeded for feveral days.t. 
without any other. difficulties than the na~ 
t.ure of the country itfelf produced, and . 
without feeing th,e face 0£ an . enetny.. Itr 
was in vain t!Mt officers-of the greateft ex-­
perience, and particularly my worthy co:­
lonel, fuggefted .to our commander the ne­
ceffity of ufing every precaution againft a , 
dangerous and infidious foe. War is not. 
managed,_ amid the forefts of America, in 
t he fame manner as it is conducted upon. .. 
the plai~s of Europe. The temper of the 
people.,.. there confpires with the nature of 

the 
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1'he country, to . render. it. a continuaL fcene · 
of ftratagems and furprize. Unincmnher-• 
cd with tents, or baggage, _ or. numerous • 
trains of artillery, the hoftile warriors fee 
out in iinall and chofen parties, with no-
thing but thejr arms,_ and are continually 
upon the. watch to deceive their, enemies. 
Long. exp.erience has taught them a degree 
of fagacity in traverfing the woods, which. 
to us is inconceivabJe. Neither the wideft 
rjvers., nor the moft extenfive forefts, can 

'I.. 

-retard them for an inftant. . A . march of a 
thoufand miles is foarc~ly to them a greater 
difficultya than th~ paffag~:' of an European 
army- between two neighbouring towns. 
The woods. themfelves afford them a con­
tinual fupply, 0£ Brovifions,_ -in the various 
animals which they kilt by the chace. 
When they are near their enemies, they fre- _ 
qµently. lurk all day in thickets, for fear o~ 
a. difcov!r.y, and _pBtfue their march by. 
night. Hundroos ,of them fometi~es pur­
fire their ,courfe in the fame · line,. ,treading _ 
on~ in each other's fteps, and the laft of 

the 
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the party· careful] y covers over the- i·mpre~ 
fions which his fellows have made. Whe11; 
they are thus upon t:he point of accompliih,. 
ing their purpofe, the very neceffities of na!'"' 
ture are unheeded : they ceafe to fire upo!ll 
the beafts of the foreft,' left it fhould alarm, 
the foe; they feed upon roots or the bark 
of trees,, or pafs. fu.cceflive days- in a perfect 
abftinence frotn food., All this our colonel 
reprefented to the general, and conjured: 
him, wi:th. the ftrongeft entre~ties,. not to, 
hazard the fafety of 0ur army by an. ineau-­
tious progrei}.. He advifed him to. fend. 
out numerous cl-eta€hments to b~at the· 
buihes and exami1:i.e the woods; and offered, 
him_felf to fe~ure the march of th~ army .. 
But prefumption is always blind r our ge-­
nera-1 was unacquai~ted with any other than, 
European warfare, and could not conceive: 
that naked favages would datie to attack an; 
army of two thoufand difciplined troops.-~ 
One rnornif.lg the way before us appeared 

· more intricate and obfcure than common ; 
the fordts did not as ufual confifr of lofty 

trees;) 
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trees, which afford a tolerably clear profpect 
between their trunks, but were compofed 
of creeping bullies and impervious thick­
ets. The army marched as ufual with the 
vain oftentation of military difcipline, but 
totally unprepared for the dreadful fcene 
which followed. At length we entered a 
gloomy valley, furrounded on every fide by 
the thickeft fhade, and rendered f wampy by 
the overflowings of a little rivulet. In this 
.fituation it was impoffible to continue our . . 
march without difordering our ranks ; and 
part of the army extended itfelf beyond the 

· reft, while another part of the line involun­
tarily fell behind. In the moment while the 
officers were employed in rectifying the dif­
order of their men, a fudden noife of muf­
quetry was heard in · front, which fuetched 
about twenty of o~r men upon the fieldo 
The foldiers inftincl:ively fired towards the 
part whence they were attacked, and inftantly 
fell back in diforder. _ But it was equally 
vain to retreat or go forward, for it now 
appeared that we were co1nplecely hemmed 

1n. 
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in. On every fide refounded the fatal peals­
of fcattering fire, , that thinned our ranks 
and extended our braveft comrades on the ... 
earth. Figure to ·yourfel_f a. fhoal of fifhes 
enclofed within the net; _ that cfrcle in vain 
the fatal faby_r.inth in which they are invol.,.. 
ved; or.. rather, con.ceiv~, -~hat I- have my .. 
felf been witnefs·. to, .. an_ herd of deer fur .. 
rounded on ·every fide hy a band . of aclive 
and · unpitying hunters, . t~at prefs and gaul 
them o.n every fide, and exter.m)nate them 
at leifure in their flight; Ju{t' fudi. wa$ the~ 
:fituat.[on of. our unfQrtunate' countrymen •. 
After a- few unavailing difc.harges which . 
never annoyed a fecret .enemy that fcattered ' 
death unfeen, . the ranks were broken,, and 
all f ubordination loft~ The . ground ·was. 
covered with gaf p i.ng; wretches, and frained 

· with blood; .. the woods refounded with cries-· 
and groa·ns, and:· fruitlefs . atternpts of our-

. gallant officers. to rally their men and- check 
the , prog_refs of tht=t enemy. , By intervals 
was heard, more fhrill, 1nore- dreadf1Jl than. 
all the reft, the dif mal yell of the victorious, 

• 1 favage s., , 
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ravages, that now, emboldened by their fuc­

-cefa, began · to leave the covert, and hew 

down thofe who fled,., with. unrelenting_ cru­

elty. i\s to tnyfelf, the defcription which 
our-coionel had given me of their method 

of attack, and the precautions to be ufed 

againft it, rendered 1ne perhaps lefs difturb­

ed than 1 fhould otherwife have been. I , 
remarked that thofe who ftood and thofe who 

fled were expofed to, equal danger;_ thofe· 
who kept their rank,, and endeavoured to; 

r,~pel the enemy,. expofed· their perfons to, 

their fire and were fucceffively -!hot down, .. 

as . happened ta,. moft of our unfortunate of­

ficers; while thofe who fled freq:uently 

rufl1ed headlong upon the very death they 

fought to avoid. Pierced to the heart at 

the fight of f.uc_h a. c.arnagf of my gallant 
comrades., .. I grew indifferent to, life and 
-abandoned rnyfelf to def pair; but. it. was a· 

defpair. that neither- impaired my exertions 
nor robbed me of the facultie.s. of my mindo. 
I mitate me, I cried, 1ny gallant country.­

m.en;, and we. fhall fet be fafe. I then di".'"· 
i:ecHy: 

• 



138 THE HISTORY OF 

rettl y ran to the neare!l tree, and fheltered ' 
myfelf behind its ftem;: ~o.nvinc-ed that thi$ 
precaution alone could fecure me frorn the 
inceffant vollies which darted on every fide. 
A fmall number of highlanders fol lowed 
my example, and, thus fecured, we began 
to fire with more fuccefs at the enerny, who 
now expofed themfelves with lefs referve .. 
This check feemecl to aftonifb and confound 
them ; and had not the panic been fo ge­
neral, it is poffib.le ~hat this fuccefsful effort 
might have changed the fortune of the 
fight;. fo.r in another quart~r the provin-­
cial troops that accompanied us behaved 
with the grea.teft bravery, and,. rho ugh de­
ferted by. the European forces, effected their 
own -retreat.. But it was now too lace t0, 

hope for victory or even fafety; the ranks 
wete broken on every fide,, the greater part 
of our officers fla.in ot wounded>:. a.nd. our.· 
unfortunate general himfelf had expiated 
with his life,_ his fatal rafbnefs._ I~ caft my 
eyes around, and faw nothing but images 
of dea_th, and horror, and franti_c rage. 

Yet-



SANDFORD AND MERTON. 13, 

Yet even then the fafety of my noble co­
lonel was dearer to me than my own. I 

fought him for fome time in vain, amid the 
various fcenes of carnage which furrounded 
n1e. At length, I difcovered him at a dif­
tance, almoft deferted by his men, yet ftill 
attempting to renew the fight, and heedlefs 
of the wounds which covered him. Tran­

fported with grief and paffion, I immediately 
darted forward to offer him my feeble fup­
port; but in the very infl:ant of my arrival, 
he received a !haggling ball in his bofom, 
and, tottering to a tree, fupported his faint!.. 

ing limbs againft the trunk. J uft in chat 
moment,. three of our favage enemies ob­

ferved his fituation and marked him for 
their prey ; they raifed their hideous yell, 
and darted upon him with the fpeed 
and fiercenefs of wolves. Fury the~ took 
poffeffion of my foul;_ had I poffeifed ~ 
thoufand lives I fhould have held them 
cheap ·in the balance :-I fired with fo un ... 

erring an ai·m that I ft!etched the foremofr 

on the e:arth; the fecond .received the point 
of 
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0f my bayonet in his breaft, and fell in the 
pangs of death; the th ird,. daunted with the 
fate of his companions, turned his ftep.s 
another. way. Iufi: then an h<_)rfe that 11ad 
loft his rider was galloping along the wood .;._ 
I bounded a.crofs the path, and, feizing him 

' _by the bridle, ioftantly led hi m to my, lead-
«r, and conjured him to preferve hi.s glo­
rious life... He thanked 1ne in the rnofb 
affectionate n1anner for my friend fhi p, but 
fuade me prefer.ve my own life. .A.s to my­
felf, fa1d he, I do not wifh to furvive my 
€ountry's di~onour, and ~yen had I fuch a 
wifl1>: the WO\mds I haYe received would 
fend~~ all: efoape impoffible._ If that is 
your refolurion, faid I, we will die together, 
for I fwear by -the eternal majefi:y of my 

_ Creator, that I will !lot leave you. When 
be faw. me thus- refolved, he · confented to 
ufe my affiftance,. and with infinite difficulty 
;E: featee:i him upon the horfe, which,. .hold.ing· 
By the reins, as I was_ then light and aGtive,. 
1 g.uided a.long the wood with no. incon­
ftderable. fpeed. . Fortunately for me we 

were.. 
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·were not obferved by any, of our favage 
-enemies; fo that flying through the thick­
efi: part ·of the foreft, we left th-e danger 
.behind, and were foon removed beyond the 
.fight 'Or hearing of the battle. Courage, 
faid I, my noble leader, y0u are now almoft 
i-n fafety.; and I trufi: -you will yet preferve 
.a life fo necdfary to your friends and 
country, He anfwered me with the kindeft 
expreffions, but with a feeble voice: Camp­
bell, I have confented-= to fly more for the 
fake -of -preferving ·your --life, than from any 
hopes of my own. -But fince we are at a • 
diftance from yonder dreadful fcene, _per- · 
mit m·e to alight; I have confurned my 
fmall remaining forces in the ·way, and now 
I faint from lofs of blood. He funk down 
at-thi,s, and ·would have -fallen, but I re-
,Geived 'him in my arms; I bore 'him , to the 
.next thicket, and ftrewi·ng grafs and leaves · 
upon ·the :ground, endeavoured ·to pr~pare 
him a bed. He thanked me again with ' 

' ' 1, 

.gratitude. and t_endernefs, and gra_fped dry 
Jiarid as he lay in~ the~ very agonies ·of death ~ 

Jo.r 

I 
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for fuch it was, although I believed he liacf 
only fainted, and long tried every ineffeclual 
method to rdl:ore departed life. Thus was 
l deprived of the noblefl: officer and kinddl: 
friend that ever deferved the attachment of 
a foldier i twenty years have now fOlled 
over me unce that inaufpicious day; ye~ it 
lives for ever in my remembrance, and ne­
ver fuall be blotted from my foul. The 
highlander then turned away to hide a tear 
which did not mifbecome his manly coun­
tenance ; the compa:ny feemed all to ihare 
his griefs, but Mifs Simmons above the 
reft; however, as the natural gentlenefs of 
her temper was fufficiently known, no one 
fufpeB:ed that ihe had any particular intereft 
in the relation. 

I fat, . till night., continued the fi:rangert 
fupporting the breathlefs body of my colonel> 
and vainly hoping he might return to life. 
,A.t length I perceived that his nob~e foul 
was fled for ever; my own wounds grew 
fiiff and painful, and . e~haufred nature re­
G:uired a fupply of food. · I therefore aro fe 

and, 
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-and, finding a fpring that trick led down an 
hill at no great diftance, I refrefhed myfrlf 
by a copious draught, and wafhed the clotted 
blood away from the hurts I had received. 
I then crufhed fome leaves, which the in­
habitants of that country imagine falutary, 
and bound thern on with bandages 1 tore 
from my linen. I alfo found a few wild 
fruits, which paft experitnce had taught me 
were innocent, with which I allayed the 
pains · of hunger.. I then returned to the 
thicket, and, creeping into the thickeft part, · 
endeavoured to compofe myfelf to refto 
Strange, gentlemen, as it may appear, nei­
ther the forlorn nature of my fituation, nor 
the dangers with which I was befet, were 
fufficient to keep me awake. My wearied 
a:nd exhaufied body feemed to triumph over 
all the agitations of rny mind ; and I funk 
into a !leep as deep and profound as that 
of death irfelf. l awoke next morning, 
with the firft rays of the fun; but, inore 
compofedf-l-better underftood the difficulties· 
in which I was involved., and the uncer-

tainty 
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tainty of my efcape. I was in the rnidfl: of 
an immenfe defert, totaHy deftitute of hu­
man affiftance or fupport. Should I meet 
with any of my fellow creatures, I could 
expeB: nothing but implacable cruelty; 
a11d even if I efcaped their vigilance, what 
1nethod of finding fubfifrence, or of meafu­
rrng back without a guide the 1ong and te­
dious march I had trodden? Hope, how­
ever, and the vigour of my confl:itution, frill 
fupported me. I reflected, that it is the 
common lot of man to ftruggle with mis-

. fortunes; that it is -cowardice to yield to 
ev1ls, when prefent, the .reprefentation of 
which had not deterred me frGm voluntarily 
embraci-ng the profeffion of a foidier; and 
that the providence o~ Heaven was as capa­
ble of protecting me in the forefts of Ame­
rica, as upon my native mountains. I 
therefore determined to !h:uggle with the 
difficulties which furrounded me to the ]aft, 
and to meet my fortune like a rn::.n. Yet, 
as I ftill by intervals heard the difinal cries 
of the enemy and faw their fires at a diftance, 

I lay 
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I lay clofe till night in the obfcurity of my 
thicket. When all was -dark and fl.ill I 
ventured abroad, and laid in m}: Jeanty pro­
vifion of fruits and herbs, and drank again 
at the fpring. The pair. of my wounds be• 
gan now to abate a little, though I fuffered 
extremely from ;he cold., as I did nor dare 
to kindle a fire, fi~~<rhe fear of difcovering 
myfelf by its 1 ight. Three nights and days 
did I lead this foli~ary life, in continual dread 
of the (avage parties which fcouted all the 
woods in purfuit ofUragglers>and often paft fo 
near 1ny place of retre3.t, that I gave myfelf · 

• 
over for loft. At length upon the fourth eve-
ning, fancying myfelf a little reftored, and . 
that the activiry of the enemy might be · 
abated, I ventured out and purfued my 
march. I fcarcely need defcribe the various 
difficulties and dangers to which .r was ex­
pofed in f uch a journey ; however I ftill)rnd 
with n1e 1ny mufquet, and as my ammunition 
was not quite exhaufted, I depended upon 
the woods th~nfe\yes to f upply · me with 
food. I tra.v.elt.ed the greater part of the 

.,. . 
·,; 

VOL. II I. · H nightJ 
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night, involving myfelf frill deeper in thefe 
inextricable fordls; for I was afraid to pur­
fue the direction of our former march, as I 
imagined the favages were difperfed along 
the country in purfuit of the fugitives. I 
therefore 'took a direction as nearly as I 
could judge parallel to the Englifh fettle-

,,. men ts and inclining to the South. In this 
manner, I forced my way along the woods 
all night, and with the morni11g had reafon 
to think that I had advanced a confiderable 
diftance. My wounds began now to pain 
me afre.fh with this exertion, and compel led 
me to allow myfelf fome repofe. I chofe 
out the thickefr covert I could find an<l, _ 
:fhrowding myfelf as well as I was ab]e, was 
foon overpowered by ileep. I did not awake 
611 the fun had gained the meridian, and, 
creeping from my retreat, beheld with fome 
degree of terror an enormous rattle-fnake that 
was coiled up full in my way and feemed de­
tern1ined to oppofe my paffage. This ani­
mal is frequent in the fouthern colonies, and 
is the mo.ft poifonous of all the reptiles that 

hallnt 
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haunt the woods. He is in length from two 
to fix feet, beautifully variegated with dif­
ferent colours, but the mofr' remarkable 
circumfiance attending him·is a natural noife 
that he produces with every motion of his 
tail, and which occafions too his name. I 
foon deftroyed my hilling foe, and taking 
courage for the firft .time to kindle a fire, I 
roafted him upon the embers and made the 
moft delicious meal I ever remember, upon 
his fleJh. 

\Vhat, exclaimed Ton1my, is it poffible 
to eat fnakes ? I thought they had been all 
over poifon. 1\/Iafter, replied the highlan 
der, the want of food will reconcile us to 
many rneats, which we fhould [carcely 
think ~a table. N .?thing has . furprized me 
1nore tban to fee the poor in various coun­
tries complaining of the fcarcity of food, 
yet throwing away every year thoufands of 
the -carcafes of horfes, which are full as 
wholeforrie a;1d nonriiliing as beef, and are 
in many cotmtries prefer.red to it. But, in 

I-I 2. ge-
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general, _ every animal 1nay be eaten and 

affords a falutary food ; as to fnakes, the _ 

poifon of then1 is contained in the hollow of 
their teeth. When they bite, they infrill 
their venom into .the wound, which 1nixes 

wicl-i the blood and, without a tiinely remedy, 

deftroys the fufferer . . Bue if you cut off the 
head, the re.ft of the body is not only y;h~e­

fome but palatable, and I have krfuwn i(-
<t 

eaten .as a delicacy by m.any inhabita: ($.,~~ 

the colonies-Thus refrefhe.d, the~efll"J~ I 
purfued my march through rhe fartle c-,ick/ 

gloomy country, without meeting th
0

e leafr 
appearance of an human creature; and at 

night, I cut, with an hatchet that I had about _ 

me, fon1e boughs, with which I erected a 
tempor.ar~fhtfiltet. Th'.; next -day, as I was 

purfuin.g mt maf.ch, I faw a deer bound by 
1ne, upon wh'g,J fuoulder.s was fixed a fierce 

.and ddhuctive an,in,al that refembles a ti­
ger. This creature., which is .about the fize 
of a moderate dog, afcend:S the trees and hides 

himfel f among the branches, till a deer or 
any other animal that he can mailer, paffes 

with ... 

-r 
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within his reach. He then darts himfelf with 

a fudden fpring, full upon the neck or H10ul­

der of the unfortunate animal, which he con­

tinues tearing with fo much violence, rhat he­

foon difpatches him. This was actually 

the cafewith che ·poor deerth·at paft n1e; 

,.,,for he had not run an hundred yards, before 

'1;,.e fell down in the agonies of death, and h.is 

deftroyer began to rrgale himfelf upon the 

prey. · I inftantly faw that this was a lucky 

opportunity of fupplying myfelf with food for 
, 

feveral d~ys -; . I therefore ran towarJs the 

animal, a·~~ ~hy a violent -fhout .made hi,n 

abandon his victim and retire growling into 

the woods. I ·rihen kindled a fire with leaves 

and fticks, and, cutting off a large flice df 

venifon, I plentif"ully refrefhed myfelf for 

my jo·Jrney. I thc:n packed up as n1uct1 of 

the moft: flelliy parts of the body as I cotlld 

convenitntly carry, and abandoned the reft 

to wi ld bearts. In this man.Iler d~clt..I ·march 
- ~ 

for fever al days, without wahting 'fdod or 

feeing .~ny probable end of my fati!ues. At 

length I found a lofty moun1ain before rneJ 

H 3 which 
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which I dete~n1ined to afcend, imagining 
that fuch an elevation might enable 1ne to 
make fon1e ufeful difcoveries in ref peel: to 
the nature of the country I had to traverfe, 
and perhaps prefent me with fome appear .. 
ances of cultivation or inhabitants. I 
therefore afcended with infinite fatigue a 
rough ~nd fto ny afcent of feveral miles, in 
which I was frequently obliged to clamber 
up pointed rocks, and work.. my way along 
the edge of dangerous precipices. I however 
arrived without an accident at the top, which 
was entirely bare of trees, and look_ing round 
rne beheld a wild and defert country extend­
ed to a prodigious difrance. Far as my eye 
could reach, I difcovered nothing but forefis 
on every fide but ~ne. There the country 

· feemed to be more open, though equally 
uncultivated, and I faw meadows and favan­
nahs opening one beyond another, bounded 
at length by a fpacious river, whofe end and 
beginning were equally concealed from my 
eye. I was now fo weary of this folitary 
ki.nd of life, that I began to confider the 
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inhabitants themfelves with lefs apprehen­

fion; befides, I thought myfelf out of dan­

ger of meeting with the hofrile tribes : and 

all thefe people, u--Rlefs irritaEed by injuries 

or fiimulated by revenge, are perhaps lefs 

fhangers to the rights of hofpitaliry than 

any civilized nation. I, therefore, refleth-d 

.that by direEting my courfe to the river and 

following- the dir:crion of irs water~> I 

fhould have the greatdl: probability of 

meetir:g with fom,c of my fdlow creatu1 cs; 

as the natives build their villages near lakes 

and fi:rearns, and choofe their banks as a 

refidence, when they are employed in hunt-
. 
1ng. 

I therefore defcended the mountain, and 

entered the level difcrict which I faw before 

me. I marched along an open campaign 

country for feveral hours, covered over witll 

a rank fpecies of grafs, and beheld .n umerous 

herds of buffalo•s grazing all around. It 

was here that an accident befel me, which 

I will relate for its fingularity, both in rc­

fpefr to the dangers I incurred and my me-
H 4 - thod 
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~hod of efcape. As I was thus journeying -
on I difcovered a prodigious light that 
feemed to efface the fo n itfel f, and flreak 
the f.t( ies with an angry kind of illumina­
tion. I looked round me to difcover the 

, cau fe of this ftran.ge appearance, and be .. 
held., with eq ual horror and aftonifhn1ent, 
that the whole country behind was in 
.flames. In order fo~ e~p1ain this event, I 
muft obferve, that al1 the plains in Ame­
rica produce a rank, luxuriant vegetation, 
the juices of which are exhaufre~ ·:,;by the 
heat of the furnmer's fun: it is ·•thep !sin­
flamrriable as firaw or fodder; and1 when a 
cafual fpark of fire communicates with it,. 
the flame frequen~_l)l drives before the wind 
for miles together::and confumes every thing 
it n1eets. ·This was actually the cafe at 
,f)refent; far as my eye could reach, the 
coun try was all in flames : a poweti-¾J ·wind 
added frefh fury to the fire, and drove it 
on with a degree of f wiftnefs which ·preclu- · 
ded all poffibiliry of flight. I muft con­
fefs that I was ilruck with horror at the 

fiJdden 
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fudd~n approach of a death, fo new, fo 
dreadful, fo unexpected. I faw it w~s in 

vain to fly ; tbe flaming lii1e extended for 

feveral miles on every fide, and acbn.,1ced 

with fuch velocity that I conGdered my [de 

as inevitable. I looked round me wich a 

kind of mute defpair, and beg '.1t1 to en\·y 

the.fate of my ·comrad_es ·.vLo had fallen by 
" • j 

honourable wounds 1h battle. ...i\.lready dJd 

the conflagrationfcorch me in its appr9ach, 

accompanied by clouds of fmoke that a1-

1noft fuffocated me with their baneful V3-

pour. In this extremity, fortune prefented 

to my mind an inftantaneou_~- thought, 

which, perhaps, was the only ·p~~ffible me­

thod of efcape. ~ .. :confidered that rnf hing 

could fl:op t!'ie corik~gration but an actual 

want of 1natter to continue it; and, there-

fore, -by fetting fire "i:o the vegetables be~ , 

fore me, I might~llovv \Y1y_ ov1n parh in 
41 r J 

fafety. I hope, gentle1ner}?;1 J.11;: clt,ring the 

courfe of a long life, you will never have 

occafion to experience "'rhe~leaiiur,.e which 

.... 

the firfr glance of this ~xi)'edient afi~:irckd ,., _, .. : "· 
~ . .. ,.;,.,, 

· H 5 to- · 
~ ~ 

' 
's ,J 
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to my mind. I faw myfelf fnatched, be .. 
yond expectation, from a ftrange .?nd pain­
ful death, and in~antly pulled out, with a 
trembling hand, the flint and fteel upon 
which my prefervation was to depend. I 
ftruck a light and prefently kindled the 
drieft grafs before n1e : the conflagration-­
fpread along the country ; the wind drove 
it on with inconceivable fury, and I faw 
ti1e path of my deliverance open before my 
eyes. In a few feconds a confiderable va­
cancy was burnt before me, which I tra­
verfed :-virh the fpeed ~f a man that flies 
from inftant death. My feet were 'fcorched 
\vith the glowing foil, and feveral times had 
I been nearly fuffocared with the drift of 
-the purfuing fmoke; but every fl:ep I 
1nadt, convinced me of the certainty of my 
efcape, and, 1n a little time, I flopped to 
confider at leifure the conflagration l had 
avoided ;. which, after proceeding to the 
point whence I fet out, was extinguifhed.r as 
I had forefeen, and delivered rne from all 
apprthenfic n. 

I de-
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I declare, faid Tommy, t~is is the rnoft 

extraordinary thing I ever heard; and yet 

I can eauly conceive it, for I once faw fome 

men fet fire to the ~eath and furzes upon 

the common, and they burnt fo furioufly 

that I was quite afraid to come near the 

flame. 

I purfued my way, continued the high­

lander, over the imoking foil, which I had 

rendered bare to a confider~ble extent, 3.nJ 

lodged at night, as ufual, t1nder fome 

boughs which I fruck up to defend me. 

!n the morning I fet out again, and foon . 

arrived at a fpacious lake, upon whofe banks, 

I could plainly difcern the figns-of an Ame­

rican encampment. I hefitated fome time~----. 

whether I fhould again -conceal rnyfel.f in 

the woods, or deliver myfelf up to their 

mercy. But I confidered that it was im­

pof.T1bl~ long to continue this wandering 

·life; and that, in the encl, I mufi have re­

courfe to fome of thefe favage tribes for al-· 

fi11ance. What, therefore, rnuft be done at 

12ft, it was frnitlefs to delay;. I had eve~y, 

H 6 reafuru 
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reafon to_ imagine that die people before m~ _~ :. 
n1uft either be favourable to Great Britain,. ~~-

' " or at leait: indifferent to the war, and in @i-
ther cafe, from the experience I poffeit: of 
the manners of t0e natives, I did not-think 
I had much to fear. I, therefore, deter-
1nined to hazard every thing .upon the pro­
bability of a favourable reception, and, 
colleft.Lng all 1ny refolution, I marched 
.boldly forward, ·and foon arrived at the en­
campment. As foon as I entered the vil­
_lage the wmnen_ and children gathered round 
1ne wich the curiofity natural to mankind 
at the fight of an unaccuftom·e<l ·object. I 
formed . a favourable conjecture from this 

( -. apparent ignorance of Europeans, and _ 
walking on with a compofed fl,~p and CT:eady • 
countt:narn;:e, I at length entered into one 
of the 1argeft cabin, I could find. When 
I ~as within, I faw a venerable old man, 
whom 1 took to be a chief from bis appear­
ance, fittil}g at his eafe upon the ground, 
and fmo~-ing. I fali1ced him with all the 
courtt fy I was able, ~nd pLwed myfelf upon 

the 
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the ground, at fome little di fl::ance, waiting 
with inward anxiety but external compofure 

for>hi111 to beo in the converfation. After 
~ 0 

'1e h~d eyed n1e for fame rime \,Vi th fix t at-

tentio~;-' but without either fternn efs o r an­

ger, h~_ calmly took the pipe fron1 his 
1nouth arrd prefented it to me. I received 
it with infinite_ fatisfaB:ion, for, as I have 

before remarked, this is always with the 

American tribes the firmeft pledge of peace 

and a friendly reception. When we had 
thus been feared for fame ti1ne in n1utu al 

contemplation of each other, he afked me 

in a dialect which I underfl:ood tolerably 

well, to eat. I did not think it prudent tu 

refufe any offered civility, _and therefore ac­
cepted the offer; and, in a little time, a 

young woman, who was in the back part of 

the hut, fet before me fome broiled fifh and 

parched maize~. After I had eaten, rr1y 
friendly hoft 'i-riq~ire'd into my country and 
the reafons of 111y, 1i.fit. I was juft enough 

acquainted with the language he fpoke '.to 

be able to und·er.ftand him and to . give an ~ 
• intelligible 
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intelligible though imperfect anfwer. I 
therefore explained to himJ as well as I was 
able, that I had croft the great water, with 
the w_arriors of the king of Britain; that 
we had been compelled to take up the 
hatchet aga~nfl: the Fr ·nch and their allies, 
and that we had actually fet out upon an 
expedition againfl: their colonies; but that 
we had been furprized by a lurking party 
in the woods; that in the confufion of the 
fight I had been feparated fron1 the refl, 
and had wandered feveral days through the 
woods in fearch of my comrades; and that 
now feeing the tents of my brethren the red 
men, I had come to vifit them, and fmoke 
the pipe of peace in their company. AH 
this I with fo·me difficulty explained to my 
entertainer, who liflened to me with great 
attention, and then bade me welcome in 
the name of his nation,. which he told me 
was called the Saukies ; he added that the.ir 
young men were difperfed through the 
woods, •hunting the deer and buffalo; but 
they wo-uld foon r.eturn loaded with prov i-

fionsl 
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.lions, and in the 111ean ti111e I might fhare 

;his cabin, and fuch provifions as he could 

command. I thanked him for his offer., 

and remained feveral davs in his hut, al­

ways entertained with the fame hofpitalit_y, 

until the return of the young men frorn 

·hunting They ca111e at laft, in feveral 

boats along the lake, bringing with the1n a 

confiderable quantity of wild beafts which 

they had killed. I was received by all the 

tribe with the fame hof pita1ity I had ex­

perienced from the old ch1.ef; and, as it was 

neceffary to gain their friendfhip as much-as 

poffible, I joined them in all their hunting 

and fifhing parties, and foon acquired a con­

fiderabJe degree of £kill in both. 

Hunting itfelf has fomething c:ruel in the 

practice; it is a fpecies of war which we 

wage with brute animals for their fpoils; 

but if ever it can be confr<lered as excufe­

able, i:t is in thefe favage nations, who have 

recourfe to it for their fubfifrence. They 

are active, bold, and dextrous, to fu{:h a de~ 

gree in all thefe exercifes, that none of the 
wild 
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wild _animals th~y attack have the fmalleft 
chance of efcapt. Their parties generally 
confifl: of almoft all the vouth of their na-, 

.tion, who go in a body to particular dif­
tricl:s where they know game is plentiful. 
Their common metheti is when they are . , 
arrived at a . fp9t which abounds in deer 
or bufraloes, to difperfe themfelves through 
the woods; and then, alarming the beafis 
in the neighbourhood, they drive them with 
ihouts and dogs towards fame common 
place, which is always in the middle of all 
their parties. vVhen they have thus rouzed 
their prey, the various fq uadrons gradually 
advance tow_ards the centre till they unite 
in a circle, and inclofe a prodigious num­
ber of frightened animals. They then at­
tack them either with fire-arms or arrows, ! 
and fhoot them down fucceffively-. By 
thefe n1eans they are fure in a Gngle d::iy to 
deH:roy a prodigious nurnb :: r of different 
beafis~ But it fornetimes happens that while 
they are engaged in the duce of other ani, 
mals, they beco:-:ne l F r~y themfe1ves to 

their 
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their ene1nies ; who take this method of 
' furprizing them in the woods anJ gratifying 

their refentment. This was actually the 
- Qa[e with my friends the Saukies, and pro-­
. dueed a furprizing event;. the confequence 

of which was 1ny return to the Engli!h co­
lonies in fafety. 

The Saukies had been long at war with 
the Iroquefe, a powerful tribe of Northern 
Americans in the intereft of the French. 
The Iroquefe had received intelligence of 
the fituation of the Saukies encampment, 
and determined to f urprize them. For this 
purpofe, a thoufand wan:io.rs fet out by a 
fecret ma:ch, through the woods, and tra­
ye1led with the filenre and celerity which 
are peculiar to all thefe nations. When 
they hag nearly approached the hunting 
grounds of their enemies, t~ey happened to 
be difcovered upon their march., by four 
warriors of another nation, who infl:antly 
f uf peB:ed their defign, and, running with 
greater diligence ~ban it was poffible fo large 
a body could make, arrived at the encamp-

ment 
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n1ent of the Saukies and informed th en1 of 
the near approach of their enemies. A 
great council was inftantly a:ffembled to de­
liberate upon the choice of proper mea­
fures for their defence. A.s they were in­
cumbered with their familirs it was in1, 
praeticable to retreat with fa(ety; and it 
feemed equally difficult to rd1 [t fo large a 
force with inferior numbers. \Vhi ic they -
were in this uncertainty, I confidered the 
nature of their fituation and had the good 
fortune to find out a refourc~, which being 
·c01nmunicated to my friend the chief, and ' 
adopted by the nation, was the n1ean of 
their fafety. I obferved that the parfage to 
the Saukie camp for the Iroquefe lay along 
;a narrow flip of land, which extended for 
near a mile between two lakes. I, there­
fore, advifed the Saukies to caft up a fhong 
barrier a~ the end of the paffage; which I 
fhowed the1n how to ftrengthen with ditches, 
palifades, and fome of the improvements 
of Eurooean fortification. Their nt1mber .I. 

·:of warriors amounted to about four hun .. 
dred ; 
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dred; thefe I divided into equal parts, and 
leaving one to defend the lines, I placed the 
other in ambufcade along the neighbouring 
woods. Scarcely were thefe difpofitions 
finiihed before the Iroquere appeared, and 
imagining they · were rufhing upon an uri• 
guarded foe, entered the defile without he­
fi.tation. As foon as the whole body was 
thus imprudently engaged, the other party 
o(._the · Saukies ftarted from their hiding 

places, and running to the entrance of the 
ftrait, threw up in an inftant another forti­
fication, and had the fatisfaction to fee the 
whole force of their enemies thus circrnn­
vented and caught in a trap.. The Iro­
quefe foon perceived the difficulty and clan• 
ger of efcape. They however behaved 
with that extraordinary compofure which is 
the peculiar characl:eriftic of this people on 
every occafion. The .lakes were at that 
time frozen over, yet not fo hard as to per­

mit them to effect a paffage over the ice» 
and though a thaw fucceeded in a fhort 

t:1.me., It was equally impracticable to pafs. 
by 



-"' 
.1: 64 T H E ,H f S T 0 -R Y OF 

by fwimming or on rafts. Three days 
therefore th_t I.roquefe remained quiet in this 
difagreeable fitllltion ; and,. as if they had 
not hing ·to apprehend, diverted themfe1ves 
all this time with -fiihing. On the fourth 
nio~ning they judged the ice fufficiently 

, diffolved to attempt their efcape; and, 
therefore, cutting down forne trees which 
grew upon the ftrait,. they formed them into 
rafts and embarked their whole force. But: 
this could not be done without the know­
ledge of. the Saukies, w~o difpatched_ a ru_n-. 
f\detable body . of warriors to oppofe thei~: ~ 
landing. It is unneceffary to 'relate tall the" " 
horrid particulars of the engagement which 
.enfued; I will only mention that the Iro­
quefe a_t length effecl:ed their landing with 
the lofs of half their number, and retreated 
precipitately to their own country, leaving 
behind them all the furs and fkins which 
they h~d taken in their hunting. - The !hare 
I had had in this fuccefs gained 1ne the 
friend!hip of all the nation; and, at my de­
fire, they fent fome of their young men to 

/ 

guide 
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guide me through the woods to the Engliih 
fettlements, and took tfieir leave of me with 
every expreffion_ of efteem and a confiderable 
prefent of valuable furs. . .. J ' 

Thefe, gentlemen, are the 1noft~~mpor­
tant and interefting of my adventures; .and 
as I have already trefpaffed too long upon 
your patien.c~ I fhall haften to conclude my 
ftory. · Afte~ J:his, 1 was employed in va-

. rious parts of America and the W dl: Indies, 
during the reft of the war. -I fuffered hard­
fhips and difficulties inryumerable, and ac­
•qt1ire'd, as my vfather had foretold, a little 
wifdom at the price of a confiderab.le quan­
tity of blood. When the war was ended, 
I found myfelf nearly in the farne fituation 
as I began, except the prefent of my 
friendly Americans., whi~h I had turned into 
m0ney and r~mitted to England. I, there­
fore, now began to feel my military enthu­
fiafm abated, and having permiffion · to 
leave the fervice, I embra~ed that oppor­
tunity of returning to nlY country, ft.illy de~ 
.termine.d to f pend -the r~m!pnder of my life .. ._, ·~· . ' 

,.,, ~ --1 • amid 
~ ':.-·~~ .. ..... ,, {~· 

,., . 
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amid my family and frie-nds. I found my 
father and mother frill living, who received 
me in the fonde.ft manner. I then employed 
the little fund I had acquired to fl:bck. a 
farm, which I hired in the neighbourhood, 

and where I imagined my care and induftry 
would be fufficient to enfore us all a com­

fortable fub!iftence. Some little time after, 

I nurried a virtuous and indu(hious young 

woman, the mother of rhe unfortunate chil­
dren who arc fo n1uch indebted to your 

bounty. For fome tin1e I rnade a {hift to 
fucceed tolerably well: but at length the 
difheffes of my country increafing, 1 found 
myfelf involved in the, . deepeft p·overty. 

Several years of uncomrnon feverity de­
ftroyed my cattle, which is the chief fupport 
of rhe highlanders, and rotted the fcanty 

crops, which were to fopply us with food, 
upon the ground. I cannot accufe myfelf 
of either voluntary unthri~tinefs or neglect 
of my buflnefs; but t2here are fome .fitua­
tions in ·which it feems impoffible for hu­
man exernon to fl:em the torrent of mis• 

fortune. 



SANDFORD AND MERTON. 167 

fortune. But, wherefore fhould I give pain 
to fuch kind and worthy benefactors, by a 
derail of all the miferies which I and many 
of my pear coumrymen have endured?­
I wd: rl--1r:refore only mention, that after hav .. 
ing ' fuffered, I think, every diftrefs which 
human nature js equal to fupport; after 
having feen my tender parents, and la:fl:, my 
dear, unfortunate wife, perifl1 by the hard­
fhips of our fituation, I took the refolution 
of for ever abandoning a country which 
feemed incapable of fupporting its inhabi­
tants. I thought that the milder climate 
·and 111ore fertile foil of America might per­
J.laps enable a wretched wanderer, who aiked 
no more than food for his ftarving children> 
to drag on, a little longer, a miferable life. 
With this idea, I fold the remainder of my 
flock, and after having paid whatever was 
due to my landlord, l found I had juft e­
not1gh to tranfport myfelf and family into 
etern-al banifhment. I reached a fea-port 
town, and embarke_d with my children on 
board a iliip that was fetting fail for Phila-

\. delphia. 
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delphia. But the fame t•ill {fortune feemed 

ftill to accompany my fteps; for a dreadful 

ftorm -arofe, which, after having toft our 

veffel during feveral d~ys, wrecked us at 

length upon the coafi:. All the crew, in­

deed, efcaped, and with infinite difficulty I 

faved thefe dear, but miferable infants, who 

now accompany me; but when I reflect 

upon my fituation, in a diftant country, 

without refources, friends, or hopes, I am t .. ~ 
,. ~ 

almoft inclined to think, that we might all . 

have been happier in the bofom 'of ~1e. 
__ .... 

ocean. 

Here the highlander finifhed his ftory, 

and all the company were affetted with the 

recital of his diftreffcs. They all endea­

voured to comfort him with the -kinde11: ex­

preffions and promifes of affiftance, but 

Mifs Sin1mons, after !he had with fame dif­

ficulty compofed herfelf enough to fpeak,, 

a-iked the 1nan if his na-me was not Andrew 

Campbell._, The highlander anfwered with 

fomeJurp~~ze, it was. T~e11-, fai9_~e, t,ou_ 
(l; ~ ., - will 

n,; 'Z' '\...:. 

;.; 
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will find that you have a friend, whom, as 
yet, you are not acquainted with, who has 
both the · ability and the will to ft:rve you. 
That friend, added fhe, feeing all the com . 
pany were aftonifhed, is no other than n1y 
uncle. That· Colonel Simmons, whom you 
have defcribed with fo much feeling and af­
fection, was brother to my father, and con­
fequently_ uncle to myfelf. It is no wonder 
that the memory of fuch a man fhou]d be 
venerated by all his relations. I have often 
heard my uncle fpeak of his untimely death 
as the greateft misfortune which ever hap­
pened to our family; and I have often feen 
hin1 read, with tears in his eyes, many of 
his brother's letters, in which he fpeaks with 
the greateft affection of his faithful high­
lander, Andrew Campbell. 

At thefe words the poor high lander, un­
able to reprefs the !hong emotions of his 

· n1ind, fprang forward in a fudden tranfport 
of joy, and, without confideration of cir­
cun1ftances, caught Mifs Simmons in his 
arms, exclaiming at the fame time, Praifed 

VoL. III. I be 
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: be God for this happy and unexpected 
-meeting! ~Bieffed -be my ,Jhipwreck itfelf 

.that has given me .an opportunity of feting 
.before I die fome of the blood of my dear 
:_and worthy ,colonel ! and perceiving Mifs 
Simmons confured at this ,abr-~pt and un­
expected .falutation, he added, in' the moft 

refpectful ma_nner.: Pardon me, my honour.­
.ed young lady, for the improper .liberty I 
.have taken; but ,I was .not rr ,after .of .my­
felf to find, at a time when l thought rny­
.felf the mofi: forlorn and , mifer able of the 

-human race, that I ¼as in -company with 
the neareft relation ._of £-he • maf}_, that, after 
my own father, .I have always loved and re­
yerenced 1noft. Mifs Simmons anfwereq, 

with the . gre.atefl affability, that fue Jreely 
.. excqfe.d the warmth of his affection ; and 
th.at :!he -would that very day acquaint he.r 

. ,rn1de -.with -~his extraordinary event ; who_, 
.fhe ,did not doubt, _would come over with 
the greateft e,xpedi.tion to Jee a perfon w horn 
he knew fo wtll by name, .and·,who could in­

form him,of fo ma~y particulai:s.of ~e1~uncle. 
,..i\nd 
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And now the company beirg fqJtiratcd, 
To1nmy, who ·had liftened with filent at­
:tention to the ftory of the highlander, took 
,an opportunity of following Mr. Bai !ow, 
who was walking out; and when he per­
·ceived they were alone, he looked at him 
as if he had fome weighty rr.atter to dif­
dofe, but was unable to give it 11tterari :e. 
Mr. Barlow~ therefore, turned towards him 
·with the greateft kindnefs, and, taking him 
,tenderly by the hand~ inquired what he 
wi!hed. Indeed, fir, anfwered Tommy, 
.almoft crying, I am fcarceJy able to tell 
you. But I have been a very bad and un­
grateful boy, and I a1n afraid you no longer 
have the fame affection for me. 

Mr. BARLOW. _ 

· If you are fenfible of your faults, my 
little friend, that is ·a very great [rep towards 
an1ending them.. Let me therefore know 
what it is, the recolletlion of which dif­
treffes you fo 1nuch, and if it is in my . 
powec~ to affift in making you eafy, there 

. I 2 ~ 
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-is nothing) I am fure, which I !hall be in­
·clined to refufe you. 

TOMMY. 
' 

Oh! fir, your fpeaking to :me with fo 
much goodnefs hurts me a great ·deal mor.e 
than if you were to be very.- angry. For 
when p~ople are angry and pafiionate, one 
-does not fo much mind what they :fay. But 
·when you fpeak with fo much kindnefs it 
feems to pierce 1ne to the very heart, be­
.caufe I know I have not deferved it. 

Mr. BARLOW.. 

·But ·if you are f.enfible of ·having com­
mitted any faults, you may ·refolve to be­
have-fo well for tbe :future, ·that you may 
.<leferve every body" s fr.iend.fhip and efteem. 
Few people are fo :perfoct as ·not to err 
Jometimes,; and if you are ··ceon.vinced of 
,your errors, you -will be. more cautious how 
·you give w~y to them a fecond timeo 

TOMMY. 

Indeed., fir, I am very happy to ·hear 
~ou fay fo- 1 will then t.ell you every thing 

·which 
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which lies fo heavy upon my mind. Y Oll 

muft know then, Gr, that, although I have 
lived [9 long with you, and, during all that 
time, you · have taken fo much pains to 
improve me in every thing, . and teach me 
to act well to every body, I had no fooner 
quitted your fight, . than I became, l thir1k, 
a W?rfe boy than ever I was before. 

Mr. BARLOW. 

But why-- do you judge fo · feverely of 
yourielf as to thir.k you were become worfe 
than ever? Perhaps you have been a little 
thoughtlefs and giddy, and thefe are· faults 
which I cannot wit_~ truth fay you were ever 
free frorn. 

TOMMY. 

No, fir, what I have been guilty of is 
infinitely worfe than ever. 1 have always 
been very gicdy and very thoughtlefs; but 
I never imagined I could have been the 
moil: infolent and ungrateful boy in the 
world-. 

Mr. BARLOW. 

You frighten 1ne, my little friend.-Is it 
I J po~ 

-" 
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poffible ·you can ha.~e (Wmmitted actions-­
that deferve fo harfh a narne ?. 

TOMMY •. 

Yon fhall judge yourfelf,. fir;·, f0r new r. 
have begun, I arn determined to tell you. 
all. You know,. fir, , that when I- firft came· 
to you, I had. an hjgh opinion· of myfelf 
for being born a. gentleman>. a-nd a very: 
great contempt for ~very body in an infe­
rior ftation. 

Mr. BARLOW •. 

1 mufi confefs y.ou have always h.ad fomt. 
tendency to both thofe follies. 

TOMMY~ . 

y ·es, fir; but you have fo often faughed: 
at me upon tne fubje~, and ihown. me the 
fuHy of people's imagin~ng th-emfdves bet­
ter than others, without any-n:ierit of their,· 
own, that I was grown a little wifer. Be.­
.fides, I have fo often obferved that thofe l 
defpifed could do a variety of things which·! 
I wa~. ignorant of; while thofe who -are vain : 
of being gentle1nen can do nothing ufeful 
or .ingenious, that 1 had begun to be. 

afhamed, 
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' afhamed of my" folly~ . But fince I came 

home, f kept company with a great n1any 
fine young gentlemen and ladies that 
thought the1nfel ves fuperior to all the reft 
of the world, .and ufed to defpife every one 

dfe, ·and ·they have made rne forget -every­
thing r learned before. 

IVi r. BAR [ OWo 

Perhaps then. I was miftaken, when I 

taught y_ou that the greateft merit any per­
fon cou1d have, is to be- good and ufeful; 

thefe fine young gentlemen. and ladies may. 

be wiferj anctha ve. given you better Jeffons. 
J f that is the- ·cafe, you will h~ ve great rea­
frm to. rejoi-ce. that you have changed fo.­

much for· the better •. 

TOMMY, 

No, fir, no ; , I never thought them either 

good or wife; for they know nothing bllt 

how to drefs their hair and buckle their 

!hoes. But they perfuaded me that it was . 

neceifary to. be polite, and talked to me fo . 

often upon the fuqject, that I could not 

help believing them. 
I 4 Mr. 
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Mr. BARLOW. 

I am very glad to hear that; it js ne­
ceffary for every body to be polite. 1~hey 
therefore., I f uppofe~ inftrueted you to be 
more obliging and civil in your manners 
than ever you were before. Inftead of do­
ing you any hurt, this will be the greateft . . unprovement you can receive. 

TOMMY. 

No, fir., quite the contrary-I n!tead of 
teaching me to be civil and obliging, they 
have Jnade me ruder and worfe behaved 
than ever I was before. 

Mr. BARLOW". 

If that is the cafe, I fear ·thefe fine 
young gentlemen and ladies undertook to 
teach you_ more than they underftoorl them-
1elves. · 

ToMMY. 

Indeed, fir, I am of the fame opinion 
rny-felf. But I did · not think fo then, and, 
therefore, I did whatever I obferved the1u 
do) and talked in the fame manner as I 
heard them talk. They ufed to be always 

laughing 
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laughing at Harry Sandford ; and I grew 
fo fooliili that I did not choofe to keep 
company with him any longer . . 

Mr. BARLOW. 

That was a pity, becaufe I am convinced 
he really loves -yot1. However, it is of n° 
great confequence, for he has employment 
enough at home ; and, however ingenious 
you may be, I do not think that he will , 
learn how to marrnge his land or ra-ife food 
from your converfation. It -will., therefore, . 
be better for him to converfe with · farmers; 
and leave you to the fociety of. gentlemen. 
Indeed, this, I know, has alway,s been his 
tafl:e> and had not• your father pre.re him 
very much to . accompany-· you home, he · 
would have liked· much better to avoid the­
vifit . . However, .I' will -inform him that yot1 
have gained other friends; and ad v-ife him; , 
for. the future, .to avoid your company: 

ToMMY~ -

Oh, fir ! · I · did not thi-nk you ·could be 
fo cruel. I love - [-larry Sand fo r.d better 
than any. other boy in· th€ world., ,and '1 HrnH 

I: S- ncv~r 
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never be happy till he forgives -me all 1ny1 
bad behaviour, and converfes with me.again , 
as he ufed to do. 

Mr. BARLOW. 

But then, perhaps, you .. may lofe the ac~ 
quaintance of all thole polite young gentle-­
men and ladies. , 

TOMMY • .• 

I care very little about that, ,fir. But, I : 
fear I, have behaved fo ill, that he never 
win. be able to forgive me and love me as 
he did formerly. 

Tommy then went on and repeated with 
great exaltnefs the fi:ory of his infolence 
and ingratitude, which had fo great an ef­
fect 11pon him, that he burfl: into tears and 
cried a con11derable time. He then con­
cluded with aiking Mr. Barlow if he thought 
Harry would be ever able to forgive himo 

Mr. BARLOW. 

I cannot . conceal from you, rny little 
friend, that you have acted very ill indeed 
in this affair. However, if you a.re really 
aihamed of a.11 your paft conduct, and de-

termined 
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termined to act better, I do not doubt that 

fo generous and good-natured a boy as 

Harry is., will forgive you all. 

TOMMY. 

0, fir, l fhou1d be the happieft creature 

in the world-Will you be fo kind as to 

bring him here to-day, and you fhall fee -

how I will behave ? . 

Mr. BARLOW • . 

Softly, Tommy, foftly. What is Harry 

tb come here for? Have you not .infulte<l 

and abufed him, without reafon ; and, at · 

!aft., proceeded fo far as to fhike him, only · 

becaufe-he was giving you the befr advice, . 

and endeavouring to preferve you frorn-dan- -

ger? Can you imagine that ·any human 

being will come to you in return for fuch 

treatment? · at leaft till you have convinced 1 

him that you are afha1ned of your paffion 

and injuft:ice, and that he may expect beuer ,· 

ufage for- the future. ·. 

TOMM Y . -

What then muft I do, fir ? 

I 6 
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Mr. BARLOW. 

If you want any future connecrion with 
Harry Sandford, it is your buG.nefs to go 
to hin1 and tell him fo. 

TOMMY. 

\Vhat, Gr, go to a farmer's, to expofe 
myfelf before all his family? 

Mr. BARLOW • 

.J uf1 now you told me you were ready to 
do every thing, and yet you cannot take 
the trouble of vifiting your friend at his 
own houfe. You then imagine that a per­
fan does not expofe himfelf by acting 
wrong, but by acknowledging and amend-

, ing his faults ! 
TOMMY. 

But what would every body fay, if a 
young gentle1nan like me, was to go and 
beg pardon of a farmer's fon r 

Mr. BARLOW. 

They will probably fay that you have 
more fenfe and gratitude than they expett­
e<l 1-Jowever, you are to act as you pleafe; 
wi--h Lile knLimtnts you ftill feem to enter-

tam, 
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tain~ Ha.rry will' certainly be a very unfit 
companion, and you will Jo much better 
to culrivate the new acquaintance you have 

made. 

Mr. Barlow was then going away, but 

Tommy b ,irft again into tears, and begged 

him not to go; upon which Mr Barlow 

faid, I do not want to leave you, Tommy, 
but our con.verfation is now at an end. You 
have afked my advice,. which I haye given 

you . freely. I have told you how you 

ought to aB:, if you would preferve the ef-­

teem of any good or fenfible friend, or pre­

vail upon Harry to excufe your pail: beha­

viour. But as you do not approve of what 

I fuggefted, you mu~ follow your own opi-
. 

n1ons. 
Pray, fir, pray, fir, faid Tommy fobbing, 

<lo not go. I have ufed Harry Sandford 

in the moft barbarous manner; my father 

is angry with me; and if you defert me, I 

.lhall have no friend left in the world. 

Mr. BARLOW. 

That will be your own fault, and.) there­

fore, 
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TOMMY. 

Oii, fir !-I will go directly, anc:1 intrear­
Harry to forgive me; I am convinced 
that af-1 you fay is right~-But will you . not 
go with me? Do, ,pray, .fir, be fo good.-. 

M.r .. BARLOW. 

Gently, gently., 1ny good friend ; you are 
alway,s for doing every thing in an inftant. 
I am very glad you ·have taken a refolu­
t1on which will do you fo 1nuch credit, and 
give fo much fatisfaB:ion to your own mind: 
but before you execute. it, I think it will bci 
neceffary. to fpeak to your father and. mo­
ther upon , the fubjeB:, and, in the mean . 
time, I will go and pay a vifit to farmer · 
Sandford, and bring you an account · of. 
Harry.. 

To-MMY. 

Do, Gr, . be fo good ; and tell Harry, if · 
you pleafe, that there is nothing I deure fo 
much. as to fee hin1 ;. and that .nothing £hall 
ever make me behave ill again. I have 
heard too, fir, that there was a poor. black, , 
that came begging to us, who faved Harry 

from 
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from the bull; if I could but find him 
ou_t,, I would be good to him as long as I 
live. 

Mr. Barlow c01nmended Tommy very 
much for difpofitions fo full of gratitude 
and goodnefs, and taking leave of him,. 
went to communicate the converfation he 
had juft had to Mr. Merton. '"f hat gen-

- tleman felt the fincereft pleafure at the ac­
count, and entreated Mr. Barlow to go dl;­
rettly to prepare Harry to receive his fon. 
That little boy,- added he, has the nob left 
mind that ever adorned an human being; 
nor fball I be ever happy till I fee my fon 
acknowledging all his faults,' and intreating 
forgivenefs: for, with the virtues that l have 
d~fcovered in his foul, he appears to me a 
more eligible friend and companion than 
noblemen or princes. 

Mr. Barlow, therefore, fet out on foot-, 
th?ugh Mr. Merton would have fent his 
carriage and fervants to attend him, and 
foon arrived at Mr. Sandford's farm. It 
was a p-lec1.fant fpot, fituated, upon -the 

gentle 
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gent1e declivity of an hill, at the foot of 
which winded along a fwift and .clear little­
fiream. The houfe itfelf was fmall, but . 
warm and convenient,. furnifued with the 
greateft fimpliciry, but managed with per-· 
feet neatnefs. As Mr. Barlow app~-oached 
he faw the owner himfrlf guiding a plough 
through one of his own fields, and Harry, 
who had now refumed the farmer, directed 
the horfes. But when he faw Mr. Barlow 
coming acroff the field; he ftopc his team, . 
and ·letting fall his whip, fprang forward to 
meet· him with all the unaff~cl:ed eagernefs 
of joy-. A·s foon as Harry had faluted Mr. 
Barlow, and inquired after his health, he 
a.iked hitu with the greateft kindnef_., after. 
Tommy.; for I fancy, , fir., . faid he, by the 
way which I · fee you come, you have been 
at Mr. Merton's houfe. Indeed I. have., 
replied Mr. Barlow, but l' am ·very forry 
to find that Tommy and you are not upon 
a:s good tenns as you formerly we1 e. 

HARRY. 

IndeedJ Gr, I a,m very forry for ic myfelf. 
But . 
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B t.1t I do not know that I have given maf­
ter Merton any reafon to change his fenti­
ments about me : and though I do not 
think he has treated me as, well as. he ought 
to do, l have the greateft de.fire to hear that_ 
he is well.-

, Mr. BARLOW. 

That yqu might have known yourfelf, . 
had you , not left~ Mt. Merton's houfe- fo 
fuddenly, without taking leave of any one, , 
even your friend Mr . . M.erton, , who .has .al-­
ways treated you with f o much kindnefs,.. . 

Ji'"'ARRY;.· 

· indeed, , fir, I fhall be very unhappy if · 
you think I have_ done. wrong; but be fo , 
good as to., tell . me how I. could.·have acted . 
otherwife. . r am very forry to appear to · 
accufe mafter ·. Merton, neither· do - I -. hear. 
any re.fenttnent againft hi1n for what he has 
done, but ~nee you fpeak to me upon -the · 
fubject, J. fuall ·be-obliged to tell the trutho . 

Mr. BARLOW • • 

. Well,, Harry_, let me, hear it. You k·now ·· 
I .tball . 

, 
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I fhall be the laft perfon to condemn you if 
you-do not deferve it. 

HARR:Y., 

l know your confcanr kind'nefs to me, fir> 
and I always confide in it: · however, I am 
not fenfible now that I am in fauk. Y 0u 
know, fir, that it was with great unwilling­
nefs l went to-l\tfr. l\,1erton's, for I thought 
there-would be fine gentlemen and, 13:dies 
there that would ridicule my drefs and man­
ners : and though 1nafler Merton has- been 
always very friendly in his behaviour to­
wards me, I could not hdp thinking that 
lie might grow alhamed of my company at 
his own houfr .. 

Mr. BARLOW. 

Do y.ou wonder at that, Harry, confider-
-. 

ing the difference there is in your rank and 
forttme? 

HARRY. 

No, Gr, I cannot fay I do, for I gener.ally 
obferve that thofe who are rich will fcarcely 
treat the poor with common civility. But., 
in th:s p~rticular cafe, I did not fee any 

reafon 
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ir.eafon for it. I never defired mafter Mer­
•ton t-0 admit me to his .company or invite 
me to his houfe, .becaufe I knew that I was 
,born .and bred in a very inferior ftation. 
-you -were fo good as to, take me to your 
'. houfe, -and .there I became acquainted with 
!him ; and if J was then n1uch in his com­
pany, it was becaufe he feemed to defire it 
himfelf, and I always endeavoured to treat 
.him with the gre_ateft ref peB: . 

. Mr. BAR.,LOW-. 

That;indeed, -is true, ,Harry; in all your 
little plays and ftudies I have never ob­
.ferved any thing but the greateft m.ildnefs 
and go.od-nature on your part. 

- HARRY. 

I hope-, fir, it has never been otherwife.. 
:But though I have the greateft: affection for 
matter Merton, I never defired to go home 
with him. What fort of a figure could a 
poor boy like me m_ake at a gentleman's . 
table, among little mafters and .Jniffes that 
·powder their hair, and wear buckles as big 
as our horfes carry upon. their_ harnefa? If 

I attempted 
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·1 attempted to fpeak, 1 was always laughed 

·.at, or if 11 did any thing, i was fore to hear 

fo1nething about clowns and ,ruftics ·! And 

·yet, I think, thongh -.they were all gentle­

·men and ladies, -you -would not much have 

approved of their converfation, for -it was 

.about nothing but plays, and dr.efs, and 

trifles of that nature. I ne;ver heard one 0f 

them mention a fingle word about faying 

their prayers, or being dutiful to their _pa­

rents, or -.doing any good to the po0r. 

Mr_ BARLOW. 

Well, Harry, but if _you did not like 

their converfation, you furely might have 

borne it with patience for a little while : 

and then, I heard fomething about your 

being quarrelfome. 

HARRY. 
r 

Oh, fir, I hope not.-1 was to be fure 

once a little paffionate, but that I could not 

help, and I hope you will forgive me. 

There was a modeft, fen-fible young lady, 

that was the only perfon who treated me 

with any kindnefs; and a bold, forward, 
ill-
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JU-natured boy, aflronted her in the groffeft 
"manm.er, only becaufe fhe ,took notice of 
:-me. Could J help :taking he:1 .part? Have 
•you not told me too, fir, that every perfon~ 
;though ·he ·fhonld avoid quarrels., has a, 
,,right to .defend himfelf ·when he js at ... 
ttacked.? 

Mr. BARLOW. 

Well, 'H irry, I .do not much bla1ne you,11 

~from the circumfl:ances J have heard of that 
.-.affair: but why .did you leave Mr. Merton's 
fami ly {o abruptly_, without freaking to any 
-body, or thanking Mr. Merton ~irnfelf for 
,the civilities ,he had fhow-n -you ? Was that ·, 

. h ~ ,ng t.. 

·H -ARRY,. 

Oh, dear, fir, J have .cried about it fe­
.veral time~, for I think 1 muft 8:Ppear very 
rude and .ungrateful to .Mr. Merton. But 
as to mafter To1nmy, .J did not ]eave him 
.while I thought I could be -.~f any ufe. H.e -
.tr~ated me, I muft fay, in ·a very unworthy 
.manner; ·he joined with all the other fine 
.little .gentlemen in ab.ufing J\l€., only becaufe 

I en~ 
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~ endeavopred to perfuade them not to go 

to a bull-baiting; and then at la-ft he frruck 

me. I did not firik.e him again, becaufe I 

loved him fo 1nuch, in fpite of all his un­

"kindnefs; nor did I leave him till I faw he 

was quite fa_fe in the hands pf his own for­

vants. And, then, how could I go back 

to his houfe, after what he had done to me ? 

I did not choofe to complain of him to Mr. 

Merton; and how could I behave to hi1n 

as I h,ad done before without being guilty 

of meannefs and falfehood ? _ And there­

fore I thought it better to go home, and 

defire you to fpeak to Mr. Merton, and in­

treat him to forgive my rudenefs. 

Mr. BARLOW. 

Well, Harry, I can inform you that Mr. 

Merton is perfectly fatisfied upon that ac­

count. But there is one circumftance you 

have not mentioned, iny little friend, and 

that is your faving Tom1ny's l.ife from ·· the 

fury of the enraged bull. 

HARRY. 

As to that, fir, I hope I !hould have done 
. the 
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- the fame for . any human creature. But I 
believe that neither of us would have efcaped, 
if it had not been for the poor courageou; 
black, that came to ,our affiftancc. 

Mr. BARLOW. 

I fee, Harry, that you are a boy of a 
noble_ and generous fpirit, and I highly ap­
prove of ev~ry thing you have done : but, 
are you determined to forfake Tommy 
Merton for ever, becaufe he has . once ·be­
haved ill ? _,, 

HARRY. 

J, fir! nf, I am fure. But, though l 
2m poor, I do not defire the acquaintance 
of any body tnat defpifes m·e. · Let him keep 
company with his gentlemen and ladies, I 
am fatisfied with companions in my ·own 
ftation. But furely., fir) it is not I that 
forfake him, but he that has cafl: n1e oft~ 

Mr. BARLOW. 

But if he is forry for what ht' has done, 
'1r;d only defires to acknowledge his faults 
and_ obtain your pardon? 

YoL. III. K HARRY. 



1~4 .THE R~ ST OR ;y ·O F 

HARR Yo' 

Oh, dear, fir ·! -I fhould forget-every thing 

,in an inftant. I knew mafter Tommy was 

.always a little paffi~nate -and headftrong.; 

' but he is at the 
4 

fame ~-tirne generous and 
.good-natured:; nor ,wotild ··he, rl am ·fure_.,. , 

have treated meSo ill, if he had not been 

encouraged ~t.o i.it hy :the ._other :young g~n­

tlemen. 
-Mr. BARLOW. 

Well, ·Harry, I believe your friend ·is 
thoroughly .fenfible of "his ;faults, · -and that 
you will have little ,,.to ,. fear 1or the fu­

ture. He is impatient till he "fees . you and -
aiks your foi:givenefs. 

'iHA-RR,Y. 

qh, ·fir, J fhQuld forgive him if he had 
~beaten me an hundred times. But,though 

J cannot leave the hotfes now, if you will -

.- be f0 kind to wait a little;~ I-dare fay my 
:father will let me _go when ,-he leaves off' 

1ploughi11g. 
Mr. BARLOW. e 

:No, H _ar~y, there is n0 o.ccafion ;for thato 
·Tommy 
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To1ntny has .indeed ufed you ill, and ought 
'to acknowledge it; otherwife he will not 
-deferve to be trufted again. He will .call 
upon you, and tell you all he feels upon 
-the occafion. In the mean time, I was de­
.fired, ·both by hin1 ,and Mr . . Merton, ·to in­
quire after the poor negro that ferved you 
fo materially and faved you from the bull. 

HARRY. 

He ,is at .our houfe, fir; for I invited him 
home with me; and, when my father heard 
how well he had behaved, he made him ·up 
a little bed ov~r the ftable, and gives hi1n 
vicluals every day; and the poor rnan fee_ms 
v.ery thankful and induftrious, and fays he 
would gladly do any kind of work to earn 
his f ubfiftence. 

Mr. Barlow then took his leave of 
.I-Iarry, and, after having fpoken to his fa_, 

1 ther, return~d to Mr. Merton. During 
his abfence~ Mr. Sin1mons had arriveq, 
there to fetch away his niece: but, when 
he had heard the ftory . of the high­
lander, he perfectly recollected his name , 

~ I • ' 

K 2 .. · and 
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and character, and was touched with the 

fincereft com paffion for his f ufferings. -Up­

on converfing with the poor n1an, he found 

that h~ was extre1nely well acquainted with 

agriculture, as well as truly ind ufuious, and 

therefore inftantly propofed to fettle him in 

a finall farm of his own, which happened to 

he vacant. The poor man received this 

unexpecred change in his fortune with tears 

of joy and every mark of unaffected gra­

titi-1de; and Mr. Merton, who never wanted 

generofity, infifted upon having a fhare in 

his eftablifhment. He· propofed to fuppiy 

him with the neceffory iwftruments of agri­

culture, and a couple of horfes, to begin the 

culture of his land. J uft in that moment 

Mr. Barlow entered, and, when he had 

heard, with the fincereft pleafure, the im­

provement of his circumftances, begged 

permiffion to !hare in fo benevolent an 

action. · I have an exceJlent milch cow, 

faid he, which I _can very well fpare, whofe 

milk will fpeedily recruit the ·ftrength of 

thefe ooor children; a~d I have half a 
. a 

dozen 
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dozen ewes and a ram, which I hope, under 
Mr. Camphell's management, will loon in­
creafe to a numerous flock. The poor high­
lander feemed almo!l frantic wirh fuch a pro­
fufion of unexpected bleffings, and faid, tbat 

· he wiihed nothing more than to pars the re­

mainder of his days in fuch a generous na­

tion, and to be enabled to fhow at lec1fi ti-~ 
fentiments which fuch und eferved gencrnfit y 
had e'xcited. 

J\ ... t night, Mr. Merton, who was defiruui,, . 
by every method, to fupport the good im­
preffions which had now taken poffeffi<'n of 
Tommy's mind, propofed that Mifs Sim. 
mons fhould favour them with the conc1uGon 

· of the fiory which fhe had begun the night 
before. _ That young lady inft:antly com,. 
plied, and read them 

'l'h~ Conclujion of the Sto,y of SorH~ ON ana' 
TIGR ANES''! 

' THE venerable Chares conrirrned his nar­
ration thus: I pa!fed feveral months among 

K 3 the 
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the Arabians, del'ighted with the fimplicityc 
of their life and the innocence of their man~,­
ners :· and w0-uld to Heaven,- added he, with 

I 

a figh, that I had accepted their friendly in- • 
virations,. and never quitted the filence of . 
their hofpitable deferts-J How many fcenes·­
ihould I have avoided,. which .fill thefe aged 
eyes \.vith tears.,. and pierce my foul with hor-­
ror ,.. as often as I recollect them ! I :!hould 
not have been witnefs to fuch a wafie of hu­
n1an blood, nor traced the gradual ruin of 
my country. I ihould not have feen ou.r 
towns involved in flames, nor- .our helplefa.­
children the captives of fell barbarians. But 
.it is in vain for human beings to repine at. 
the ju-ft decrees of Providence, which have­
configneg every people to rnifery and fervi- ­
tupe that abandon virtue, and attach them: • 
felves to the purfuit of pleafore~-

I left Arabia1.1 with an heart penetrated 
witl1 gra~itude and _admiration for its virtuous­
-and benevolent inhabitants. They dif miffed 
me with every mar..k of kindnefs and hof pi­
tality-, guided me over their dreary deferts, 

and, 
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and; . at· parting; prefented me with one of 
thofe beautiful. horfes, which · are the admi• 
ration of all the furrounding nations. I will 
not trouble you with an · account of the dif­
ferent countries which I wandered over in 
fearch of wifdom and experience. At length 
1 returned to my native city, determ-ined to 
pafs the reft of my life in obfcurity and re­
tirement: -for the refult of all my obferv;:i. 
tions · was, that he , is happi·e-ft, who ,paffcs 
his time in innocent employments and the 
obfervation of nature. I ·had feen the '. princ-es 
and nobles of the-earth repining in the midfl> 
of their fplendid enjoyments, difgufted with 
the empty pageantry of· their .fi-tuatiG-il, . and 
withing, in vain, fo.ti - the humble· -tranquil­
lity of private life.· I had vi£.ted many of 
the principal cities in· feveral countries where 
I had travelled, but I had uniform-ly ob­
ferved, that the m-iferies and crimes of 1nan- · 
kind increafed with their numb.ers. I there­
.fore determined to avoid the general con- . 
tagion, by fixing my abode in forne fequeft­
ered fpot, at a diftance from the pailions and 

K 4 pur~uits 
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purfuits of my fellow-creatures. I colle'-:l:ed 
the remainder of my effects., and with then1 
purcbafed a 1ittle farm and vineyard . in a 
beautiful and folitary f pot near the fea. Soon 
afterwards I married a virtuous young wo­
man, and, .in her fociety, enjoyed for feveral 
years as great_ a degree of tranquillity as ge­
nernlly falls to the lot of man. I did not 
di(dain to exerci!e with my own lHnds the 
different employments of agriculture ; for 
l thought mar1 was di!honoured by tbat in­
dolence which renders hi-m a burthen to his 
fellow creatures, not by that indufiry which 
is ·neceffary to the fupj)ort of his fpecies. I, 
therefore, fometimes guided rbe plough with 
my own ha'nds, fometimes laboured in a little 
garden which fupµlied us with excellent 
fruits and herbs. I tend, d the cattle, whore 
patient hi'bour enabled us to fubdue the foil, 
and co111idered myfdf 4S only repaying part 
of the obligations I had received. My wife 
too exercifed herfelf in domefiic cares ; the 
mi1ked the fheep and goats, and chiefly pre-

. pared the food of the fan~ily. Amid my 
othe 
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other employments I did not entirely forget 
t~e ftudy of philofophy, which had charmed 
me fo much in my early yoUlh. I frequently 
obferved, wi-th admiration, the wifdom and 
contrivance which were di(played in all the 
productions of nature, and the perfection of 
all her works. I ufed to 1,,valk amid the 
coolnefs and ftillnefs of the evening, feeding 
1ny mind with pleafing meditations upon the 
power and wifd0tn which have originally 
produced and fiill fuppo.rt this frame of 
!hings. I turned my eyes upon the earth,. 
and faw it covered with i.nnun1erable animals-,, 
that fported upon its furface, and found., 
each according to h.is nature, fubfi.flen.ce· 
adapted to his wants. l faw the a.it .and 
water themfelves teeming with life-, and 
peopled with innumerable (warms 0£ mf{i!ctS°' 
l faw, that throughout the whole e~tent of cre­
ation, as far as 1 was c1pabl{t of obfer.ving ir,:,• 
nothing was-wa(te or de[olate ;;. ev.ery thing., 
was repl rte wirh. life and adapted to {uppot:t 
it. Thefe reflecl:ions eontinually excited in: 
my mind new. gratitude and veneration f<i)r,;· 

KS that 
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that Myfierious Being whofe goodnefs ·pre~­
·fides over fuch an is.finite variety of beings. _ 
I endeavoured to elevate my thoughts to 
·contemplate his nature and qualities; I, 
however, found my faculties too bounded to 
-com preh-end the infinite perfedions · of his 
nature. I, therefore, contented myfelf with 
~mperfeB:ly_ tracing him in his works, a,nd 
adoring him as the common friend and pa­
rent of all his creatures. 
· Nor did I confine myfelf to thefe f pecu-

, 

Jations, however fublime and confolatory to 

the human heart. Defiined as we are to in-' 

,·' habit this globe of earth, it -is our interefr to 

be acquainted with its nature and the pro­
j)erties of its producti.ons. For this reafon, 

I particularly examined all the vegetables 
which are capable of 'becoming the food of 

man, ur of _the various animals which con­

t ribute to his fu pport; · I ftudied their qua­

lities, the foil in which -they delighted, and 

the improvements which might be made in 
,every fpe-cies. I fometim~s wandered amo~g 

,, 

· .1he nei_ghbouring rnountains, a.nd wherever 
- the 
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the fall of rocks, or the repeated violence of 
torrents, had borne -away the foil, _ I confi-

-<lered, .with filent admiration, the various 
fubftances which we, call by the common · 
name of. e.arth·. Thefe I ufed to collect and 
mingle with the mold of my own garden, 
by which means I frequently made· ufeful 
difcoveri.es in fertilizing the foil, . and in­
creafing. the quantity of food. 

I alfo confidered the qualities o!· the ai-r • 
which furrounds and fuCT:ai-ns· all living .ani- ·· 
mals. ,. I -particularly remarked the noxious ;. 
~r falutary effects ·it is able t0 -produce upon • 
the-ir confiitutio~i.s, anJ, by •thefe ·means, was ·· 
frequently .enabled to giv~ . ufefubcou-nfels to • 

aH the neighbourhood. :. A darge:. tract . of , 
ground -._had been formerly deluged :by· the " 
fea, - and 'the : waters,, finding no- convenient r 

v.ent, f p·read them(el v-es all · arou od, and con- · 
verted a ·large extent ,· of ·foil into ,a -filthy 
ma-rfh. Every year, .when the· heat of.fum- -
mer prevailfd, the atmofphere was ·filled with , 
,putr.id exhalations, which produced , fevers -
and -peftilential diforde-rs among . the inha- • 

K 6 · · bitants • . 
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bitants. Touched with compaffion for the 
evils which they endured, [ perfuaded them 
to undertake the tafk of draining the foil, 
and letting off the fuperfluous waters. This 
I inflrutl:ed them to do with fuch fuccefs, 
that, in a 1hort time, an unwho}efome defert 
became covered with t,he moft luxuriant 
harvei1s, and was deprived of all its noxious · 
influence. By thus rendering niy fervices 
ufeful to my fellow-creatures, I received the 
purei1: reward which can attend the increafe 
of knowledge, the confcioufnefs of perform­
ing my duty, and humbly imitating that 
Bein_g whofe goodnefs is as general and un­
bounded as his power. 

Arnid thefe tranquil and innocent employ­
ments, my life flowed gently away like a 
dear and even fiream ; - I was a {hanger to 
avarice, to ambition, and to all the cares 
wbich ag'1tate rhe bulk of mortals. Alternate 
labour and fiudy preferved the vigoi.lr both 

r of body and mind ; 0ur wants were few and 
eaflly gratified; we chiefly fubfifted upon 
the liberal retui ns of the earth, ~rnd felc.lo1n 

polluted 
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polluted bur table with the. bodies of flaugh­
tered animals. One only child the unfor­
tunate girl who owes her prefervation to the 
courage of this young man, was granred to 
our prayers. But in her w~ found enocgh to 
exercife all the affections of our minds. We 
hung with exta-cy upon her innocent faiiles, 
and remarked her opening graces with all the 
partiality of parental fondnefs. A~ fhe grew 
up, her mother infiructed her in all the arts 

_-and employments of her fex; while I, who 
already faw the tempefr gathering, which ha-s 
£nee burfi with fuch fatal fury upon my 
country, thought it neceffary to arm her 
n1ind with all the firmnefs wqich education 
,can be flow. For th is reafon, I endeavoured 
to give both to her mind and body a degree 
of vigour, which is feldom found in the fe­
male [ex. As foon as fhe was fufficientJy 
advanced in firength to be capable of the 
lighter labours of hufuandry and gardening, 
I employed her as my confiant companion. 
Selene, for that was her name, foon a~G 
,quired a dexterity in all thefe rufiic em.plo.y-

n1e r~ tsJ 
.. 
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men ts, which I confidered • with equal plea­
fure · and admiration. If • women a~e in ge­
neral feeble both in body and -mind, it arifes 
lefs from -nature than .frotn education. \\Te 
encourage a vicious indolence and inactivity, 
which we falfely caU delicacy ; ~ i0.ftead of 
hardening,.:: their · minds by- the· feverer prin~ · 
ciples ·· of reafon- ·and philofophy, . we. breed 
them to t1felefs ar-Hi; which terminate in va­
nity and fenfua1ity~ - In ·moftbf'th.e countries 
which I had viGted, they are taug~t nothing .· 
·of an ·higher nature than a few modulations 
-of the voice, -or ufelefs pofiures of the body.; . 
-their time is confumed in floth or trifles, and· 
trifles become the only purfuits capable of 
-interefting them. We feem to forget, that 

_ it is upon the qualities of the female fex that 
-our own dome,ftic -co1nforts and the eciiu~ --
-cation of our children rnufr depend. And··. 
what are the comforts or the education which 
.a race of beings, -corrupted fr01n their in° 
fancy, and unacquainted with all the duties 
t0f life, are fitted to beftow ? To touch a 
mufical inftrument with ufelefs ikill., to ex-

hibit 
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hibit their natural - or affected graces to the 
eyes of indolent and debauched young men, 
to diffipate their hufband's patrimony in ri­
otous and unneceffary expences, -thefe are the 
only arts cultivated by women in moft ·of the 
poliihed nations I had feen. And the con­
fequences are u0iformly fuch as may be ex­
pected to proceed from fuch polluted fources, 
private mifery and public fervitude. 

·Bq_t Selene"s education was regulated by 
-different views, and conducl::ed-upon -feverer 
principles :; if tlrnt can be· ·called feverity 
which opens the mind to a fenfe of moral 
and religious duties, and moft effectually 
-arms it againft the inevitable evi1s of life .. 
With the rifing fun fhe lef~ her bed and ac­
companied me to t-he garden or the vine­
yard. ,Her liule hands were employed ia 
fhortening the luxurious fhoots of fruitful 
trees that fupplied our table with wholefome 
and delicious fruits.; or in fupp0rting the 
branches of fuch as funk beneath their load. 
Sometimes ihe ·-coilected water from a clear 
-and conftant -ril.l that .ro.lloo alon_g the valley, 

an€! 
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a·nd recruited the force of plants that were 
exhauft:ed by the fun . \Vith. what delight 
did I view her innocent chearfulnefa and -af­
fiduity ! With what pleafure did fhe .receive 
the -praifes which I gave to her 1ki1Land in­
duftry; or hear the ldfons of wi[dom a[)d 
the examples of virtuous women, which 1 
ufed to read her · at evening, out of the 
writings of celebrated philofophers which I 

· had collected in my travels ! 
But fuch a life was too unchequered with 

n1isfortune to lafl:. The firft ft.roke which 
~ttacked and almoft delhoyed my hopes of 
good was the untimely lofs of my dear and 
virtuous wife. The pefiilential heats of au:­
tumn overpowered her tender frame ar:d 

raifed a confuming fever in her, veins. For 
fome time the firuggled again ft the difeafe, 
but at length her pure and innocent f pirit 
forfook this earth for ever, and left me coin,. 
fortlels and forlorn to mourn her lo[s. 

I will not, my worthy hafts, attempt to 
«defcribe the inexpreffible difhefs which feized 
my foul at feeing myfelf thus deferred. The!le 

are: 
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are fome philofophers that .afl)ire to triu.m-ph 
over human feelings, and confider all tender 
affections as difgraceful weakneffes : for my 
part, I have never pretended to that degree 
of infer.fibility. I have, indeed, oppoCed _as 
criminal that habitual acquiefcence in farrow 
which renders us unfit for the difcharge of 
our duties; but while I have endeavoured 
to aa:, I have _never blufhed at feeling, like a 

- man. -Even now that time has mitigated 
the keennefs of the fmart, I feel the habitual 
anguiih of an incurable wound. But let me 
rather hafien to relate the _few remaining 
events of an uniform, unvaried life, than de­
tain you with an ufelefs repetition of my 
1orrows. 

Scarcely had time afforded me a feeble 
comfort, when the recollecrion of pail mis­
fortunes was a1mof'c extingui{hed by the 
new ones which overwhelmed my country. 
The fertile plains ~f Syria abounded in aH 
the nece!Taries and conveniencies of life. The 
vine fee med to grow f pontaneou:fly in every 
valley, and offer its luxuriant produce-to every 

hand, 
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hand. . The indufhious infect which ·, fpins · 
the wonderful fubftance called filk out of its 
bowels, though lately introduced into thar 
part of Afia, feemed to receive new vigour 
from the mildnefs--of the- climate. Corn -and 
oi], the nob left~ fruits, and the- moCT: fa ... · 
lubrious herbs, were found in. the garden of · 
every peafant ;. and the herds · of cattle and · 
horfes, which wandered · over-- our luxuriant· 
paCT:ures, eqµaUed-or fuipaffed all I had ob­
frrved in ·other countries. But this pr-ofufion • 
of bleffings,- i.nft·ead of being attended with 
any benefkial effects, . produced · nothing but · 
a foolifh tafte for frivolous employment and 
fenfoality. Feafts, and ·dances, and mufic~ . 
the tricks of pJayers; and exhibitions of buf- • 
foons, were more ctttended to than all the fe- . 
r-ious aRd important cares of life. . Every. 
young.- man was a -critic it<1 the . foience of ad- -
j ~fling .the folds of his robe, or of-giving a 
11:udied ·negEgence to -h~s hair ,;. every young · 
woman. was -infhucled in every art that ferves , 
to confume time or endanger modefty. Re­
Heat to theni an id.le, tale, the tric~s of a , 

ga~11dterj 
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gamefter, or the ad ventures of a finging 
girl, and every audience lifl:ened with mute 
attention to - the wonderf-ul narration ; bu t 
t~ll the1n of the frtuation of their country, , 
the wretched ftate of their civil and mili. 
tary difcipline, .. or of the nu.me-rous and war­
like tribe:s of batbarians which f urround · 

..--them,. and every auditor would fteal away 
in filence and leave the uninterefting theme . . 

Ih fuch a·, ftate of things it was not long. 
to be expecl:ed that my countrymen would 
be permitt~d to hold th€ riches they :abufed, . 
and wanted ·firmnefs to ·defend. . A warlike 
tribe of barbarians burft forth frorn the 
northern mountains of .Afra, and fpread · 
themfelves over. our fertile plains, . which , 
they laid wafte like a confuming. tempeft •. 
After a · few., ineffectual 1kirmiilies, . which" 
only, ferveci-to , expofe their weaknefs to the: 
contempt of their enernies, . they,, yielded ·: 
without op-pofition to the invader ;. in this'.il . 
indeed, ,.more ·wife than to irritate, hirn by a . 
fruitlefs re.fiflance : and thus·, in a: few,: 
weeks., the. leader. of. an obfcure .. tribe of 

har. ... 
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barbariaps fa w himfelf becon1e a powerful 
monarch, and poffeffor of one of the richeft 
prc,vinces of Afia. 

I was fitting one evening at the door of 
my cottage, gazing upon the fading glory of 
the fetting fun, when a man of a rnajeftic 
appt>arance, but with fornethfog ferocious 
in his look, attended by feveral others, paft 

, by. As he approached 1ny little garden 
he feetned to view it with fatisfacl:ion, and 
to unbend the habitual fternnefs of his look: 
I afked him if he would enter in and tafte 
the fruits with h~s companions .. · He ac­
cepted my offer; and entering into a fh~ady 
arbour, I brought him the moft pala~able 
fruits I could find, with n1ilk and other 
ruftic fare, fuch as my farm affixded; He 
feemed p1eafed ·with his entertainment, and 
when he was departing, thanked me with 
great affability, and bade rr.e a{k a favour 
in re~urn; which, added he, with a certain 
degree of co11fcious pride, you can fcarce1y 
make too great either fur my gratitude or 
power. If, an.fwered I, for I began to fuf-

pect 
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peB: that it was Arfaces, the leader of thefe 
barbarians, your power is indeed equal to 
every boon, give peace and liberty to my 
country. The firfr, faid he, I have already 
given; and, as to the fecond, it is impof­
fible ; their vices a!ld effeminacy render 
them incapable of enjoying it. Men that 
have neither virtue, temperance, nor va­
lour, can never want a mafter; even though 
Arfaces were to withdraw his conquering 
troops. But afk again, added he, fome­
thing for thyfelf, and let the favour be wor­
thy 1ne to beflow. Heaven, anf we red I, 
v1ith a· frnile, has already given every thing 
that I can want, when it gave the earth 
fertility, and me the power to labour. All, 
therefore, tt:hat I requefr, 0 rnighty con­
queror, is that you will pleafe to order your 
men to ftep afide from the newly culrivated 
ground, and not defhoy 1ny vegetables. · 
By heavens, faid Arfaces, turning to his 
companions, there is fom-ething elevate.cl in 
the tranq11illity and-cornpofure of this man's 
mind ; and, were I not Arfaces, l .fhon1d 

be 



'.:! i 4 T 'H "E ;HT·S r,,o "RY ,0 ;,F . 

~e with pleafore Chares. Ile then depart~ 

. ..ed, but ordered me to attend him the next 

day at the . .camp, and gave fhict orders -that 

-none of the .foldiers fhould molefi: me., or 

injure my humble refidenc½• 

- -I attended the great Arfaces at_ the time 

he had appointed, . and tra-verfed the en- · 

cam.pment of -his troops with admiration 

and regret. This people was a tribe of 

that mighty .empire which i-s called Scythi~ 

whofe ,inhabitants have fa often iff ued from 

their deferts for the conquefi: and .defi:ruc­

tion of their neighbours. This country 

extends to an unknown length behind the 

moft fertile diftriB:s of Europe and Afia. 

T _he climate is cold -in winter, and the earth 

for feveral months covered with fnow; but 

in fummer it feels the en}ivening influence 

of the fun, and for that re-afon is poffeffed 

of an amazing degree of fertility. But, 

as the inhabitants live remote from the fea, 

--- and poffefs few navigable rivers, they are 

_ little acquainted with agriculture or the arts 

of life. Inftead of trufting to the increafe 

of 
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",of their fields for food, they raife prodigious 
;:herds of cattle and horfes in the luxuriant 
,paftures, which every.where abound. The 
'Scythian~, like the Arabians, wander over 
~thefe im1nenfefpace5 without-a fixed or per­
,; manent refidence.. By the fide of lakes 
. .and rivers, where the verdure -is more con­
Al:ant, and the ;vegetation ftronger, they ge­
-nerally encamp, until-the heats of the furn­
·-mer c_ompel them to afeend the mountains 
-and feek a cooler refidence. Their·houfes 
are compofed of flender .poles co~ered 

· with fkins or a ,coarfe ,cloth, and therefor.e 
.,eafily erected, or taken down and ftowed in _ 
•·waggon~, for the convenience of tranf­
:.porting them ---in their marches . Their diet 
::is anfwerable' to the poverty of thtir habi­
•tations. They milk . their herd~, and above 
· all, their mares, and prefer-ve .the produce 
:"in large bottles for months together. This 
:four and homelyrr1efs is to the1n.the greateft 
;dainty, , and -co-mpofes the chief of their 
::nouri.fhment. To this .they ·add the fle!h of 
:their -: cattleand horfes, which-they kill when 

afflicted 
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affiicte<l with difeafe, but rarely in health~ 

This is the fimple and uniform life of all the 

Scythians ; but this fimplicity renders them 

formidable to all their nejghbours, and ·irre­

fiftible in war. U nfoftened by eafe or lux­

ury, unacquainted with the artificial wants 

of life,_ thefe nations pafs their lives in 

manly exercifes and rufbc employments. 

But horfernanfhip is the greateft pride _and 

paffion of their fouls: nor is there an ind1-

vid ual who does not at 1eaft poffefs feveral 

of thefe noble animals. _ Thefe, though 

fmall in fize, are admirably adapted for the 

fatigues of war and the chace, and endowed 

with incomparable fwiftnefs. As to the 

Scythians themfrlvts, they exE:eI all other 

.nations, unlefs it be the Arabs, in their 

courage and addrefs in riding. Without a 

fadd le, or even a bridle, their young men 

will vault upon an unbacked courfer, and 

keep their feats in fpite of all his violent 

efforts, till they have rendered him tame 

' and obedient to their will. , In their mili­

tary e~editions they neither regard the 
1• obilaclts 
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obftacles of nature, nor the inclemencies of 
the feafon, and their horfes are accufiomed 
to traverfe rocks and mountains with a fa­
cility that is incredible. If they reach a river, 
infiead of waiting for the tedious affifiance of 
boats and bridges, the warrior divdls himfclf 
of his cloaths and arms, ,vhich he places in 
a bundle upon his h'orfe's back, and then, 
plunging into the fiream, condotl:s him over 
by the bridle. Even in the mid ft of t,,vinter, 
when the hatred of other nations gives wa'} 
to the inclemencies of the feaf.rn, the Scy­
thian follows his military bbours ; and re­
joices to fee the earth thick cove.red vvith 
frofi and fnow, becaufe it affords him a fo­
lid path to bis excudions. N eirh.er the fe ­
vereft cold, nor the moil: violent fiorms, can 
check his ardour. \Vrapt up in the thick 

· furs of anim31s, the patient h0rfeman pur~ 
foes his march, while all bis food for weeks 
t0gether is com prized in a little bag of feeds 
or corn. Javeli_ns and bows and arrows are -
tbe arms v.-h ich thls pC'ople are taught f1 om 
their infan.cy, to ufe witb furprizing dexterity: _ 

.v·; r,, III. L and 
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and no lefs dangerous when they fly than 

when they charge the enemy in front, they 

are accuftomed to fhoot with an unerring 

aim at their purfuers, and turn the fortune qf 

.the battle. 

Such men are fcarcel-y to be ,conquered by 

r-the efforts of the moft powerful nations or 

- {overeigns ,; and, therefore, the proudeft 

•·conquerors of the world have failed in their 

attempts to -fuhd-ue them. Darius, · one of 

1:he gr-eateft kings which the vafr em_pire of 

'Perfia ever obeyed, once attempted the ex­

iploit, and had nearly perifhed ·in the at~ 

.-tempt. 
He advaBced with a powerfu'l army, but 

,ill prepared for fuch an ,expedition, into the 

:·Scythian wafte,s. The inhabitants, well ac­

·quainted with the ,moft effettual methods of 

defence, ~tranf ported their -families and herd~ 

into .the -interior parts of the country, and, 

,mounting their· fleeteft horres, feemed to fly 

_before the monarch. Infat-tia~ed with pride 

and confidence he purfued the chace for fe­

,veral days,. until .he found ,himfelf in the 
n1id!t 
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n1.idft of folitary deferts totally deftitute of 
all that human wants require, where his ar­
tny could neither advance nor retire} without 
equal danger of periihing by thirft .and fa­
mine. When they faw him thus involved, 
the Scythian hor1en1en began to check their 
fpeed ; infi:ead of flying, as ufual, they 
hemmed 'him in on every fide, and har­
raffed the army with continual attacks. It 

"' was then they fent a prefent to the Perfian 
king, whofe myfterious meaning increafed 
the terrors of his fituation. A Scythian, 
mounted upon, a fiery freed) entered the 
camp at full fpeed., and, . regardlefs of dan­
ger or oppofition, penetrated even to the 
royal tent, where Darius was holding a 
council with his nobles. While they were 
all amazed at this extraordinary boldnefs, 
the man leaped lightly from his horfe, and, 
placing a little bundle upon the ground, 
vaulted up again with inconceivable agility1 
and retired with the fame happy expedition~ 
The curiofity of the monarch made hirn 
inftantly- order the packet to be exa1nined~ 

L 2 which 
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which contained only · a moufe, , a bird, a 

fi{h, and a bundle of arrows. Silence and 

aftonifhment for fome ti1ne feized the af­

frmbly; till, at length, the king obferved 

that he thought the prcfent which the Scy­

thians ·had fent could fignify nothing 6~1t 

their fubmiffio.n to his arms. The moufe, 

faid he, muft reprefent the earth, becaufe 

he refides in holes which he digs in the foil; 

the fifh inhabits the waters, and the bird 

refides in air; by fending me, therefore; 

all thefe various animals, they 1nean to fig­

nify that they refign their -air, their waters, 

·· and their earth, to my dominion : nor is 

the bundle of arrows more difficult to be 

explained; thefe conftitute their principal 

defence, and, by fending them to an ene-

111y, they can intin1ate nothing but terror 

and fub111illion. 
·All who were prefrnt applauded this dif­

courfe of the· rnonarch, excepting Gobrias, 

a tnan of fingular wifdom and experience, 

who, when he was preffed to declare his 

fenti1nents, fpoke · to him thus : It ·is with 
the 
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the greateft re1uB:ance, 0 king, that T find 
rnyfelf compelled to explain tbefe prefents 
of our enemies in a very different manner. 
That the Scythians, who have hitherto 
fhown no marks either of fear or fo bmillion, 
fhould, on a fudden, ftd fo great a terrm· 
of the Perfian arms, I cannot eaG1y believe: 
1nore efpecially when I confider, that our 
army is very much reduced by the diftre1s 
it has fuffered, and environed on every f-ide 
by the enemy, whofe boldnefs viGbly in­
creafes with our neceffities. VVhat, there­
fore, I fhould infer from this extraordinary­
prefent is this.; they intimate that, unlefs~ 
like the n1oufe, you can dig your pa:lfage 
through the earth, or ikim the air like the 
bird, or glide through waters with the fifh, 
you fhall certainly perifh · by the Scythian 
arrows. 

Such was the fentiment -of Gobrias, and 
all the a.ffembly was ftruck with the evident 
truth of his interpretation. The king him­
frlf began to , perceive and repent hjs rafh­
nefs ;, inftead of advancing farther into de-

1, 3 ferts 
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fcrt$ which afforded no fubfiflence, he re.. 
folved to attempt a retreat. This, how­

ever, he was not able to ·effecr, without the 

lofs of the greateft part of his troops, who 
· periihed by thirft and. famine, and rhe con­

tinual attacks of the enemy. 
Nor was the expedition of Lyfimachus,. 

another powerful king, againft this people.,. 
1efs meo1orable or . lefs unfortunate. His 

army was defeated, and be himfi:lf taken 
prifoner ;_ but, inftead of meeting with that 

cr.uelty which we are accuftomed to expect 
from barbarians, he experienced the greateft 
moderation and humanity from his con­
querors. The general of the Scythians in­
vited his captive to a folemn fefti va], in 
which he took care to affemble every cir ... 
cu~nfrance of luxury and magnificence which 
prevails in poliihed nations. The moft ex-­
qui-Gte meats were ferved up to tabJe, and 
the moft generous wines fparkled in golden 
bowls of the exacteft workmanfhip. Lyfi-~ 
machus was eq_ually delighted with the eJe .. 
gance of the repaft and the politenefs of. 

the 
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the entertainer; but he was extremely fur­

prized, . that., infi:ead of fharing in the feafr, 

or even fitting, down at table., the Scythian 

leader repofed in.a corner of the tent., upog 

the bare ground,. and fatisfied his hunger 
with the moft coarfe and ordinary fare, pre­

pared with all the fimplicity of his country's 

manners. When the entertainment was 
finiihed., he aiked Lyfimachus which n1e­

thod of life appeared to him the moft agree­

able. Lyfimachus could not conceal his 
preference of the more refined and luxuri­

ous dainties, or his diilike of the Scythian 

diet. If, therefore., replie.d his generous 

hoft, you feel fo great a contempt for what 

this country produces, and fo fhong a . 

preference for the producrions of your own, . 

what but madnefa, 0 king, can have 
tempted you to come fo far in ord~r to 

fubdue 111en that live in a manner you d.e­

fpife? Is it not rnuch greater wifdom to be 

contented with thofe advantages which you 
prize fo highly, than to expofe thein to a 

certain hazard, for the chance of acquiring 

L 4 what 
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what would .afford · no ,pleafure .or . fatis­
f~·ltion ? · But let this leffon be fufficient to 
t~ach you moderation. A country which 
produces nothing but iron is not eafily con­
quered; nor are men, who have been from 
their infancy inured to every hardfhip, to be 
v_anquifhed by curled and perfumed foldiers, 
who cannot live without baths, and mufic, 
and daily feafts. Be contented, therefore, 
for the future, to number the Scythians 
among your friends; ,and rather pray that 
the gods may keep them in ignorance of 
1 he fuperiority of your method of living, 
kft a deG.re of tafiing it fhould tempt them 
to · defert their own country and invade 
yours. With this difcourfe he generoufly 
reftored Lyfirnachus to liberty, and fuffered 
.him to lead back -rhe fbattered remains of 
his nqrnerous army . 

. Such was the nation which had invaded 
Syria, and eaGly trimnphed over the efforts 
of an effeminate and unwarlike people. As 
I· paft through the camp, I -was aG:oniilied 
~! the o.t:der .and regularity which prevailed 

a1nong 
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among thefe ~arbarians. Some were ex­
erciGng their horfes in the mimic repre,.., 
fentation of a battle ; part fled with incre­
dible fpeed,. while the r,efl: purfued and 
£larted blunted javelins at their antagonifts.. 
Yet even thofe who fled would frequently 
turn upon their purfuers.,. and make thetn 
repent their rafhnefs. Some, while their 
horfes were running in full f peed:r would vault 
from off their backs to others which ac:.. 
companied them. Some would gallop by 
a mark erected for thei:r arrows, and when; 
they had pafl; it a conGcd.erable way, turn­
themfelves. rourrd upon their ho'ries ar,d 
transfix it with an unerring ai_m. I faw 
many who v;auked t1p.on their, horfes and 
placed themfelves. between two naked 
iwords, which w0uld hav.e given them cer­
tain death, had they fwerved ever fo little from 
the jufr direction. In another part of the­
camp, I obferve.rl the childrern who imitated ... 
all the a~ions. of theii,: fathers, and bended. 
little bows adapted: to their .fhength, . or· 
guided horfes of an inferior. ftature along. 

Ij 5 ili€ 
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the plain. 1'heir women were indeed' 

inferior to the Syrians in beauty and ele­

gance, but feemed . to be of a rnore ro_­

buft confritution., and more a~bpted to pro­

duce and educate warriors. 

I faw no gold,. no jewels,. no vain and. 

coftly apparel; but all feerned bufy in do­

meftic cares, preparing the food of their 

families, or tending upon their infants. At 
length I reached the royal tent, which 

frarcely differed from the rnft in its fhuc­
ture or flrnplicity, and was immediately in .. 

traduced to. the great A.rfaces. He received· 

me with a cour.te(v which had nothing of 
I 

the barbarian in it, feated me familiarly by-

his fide, and entered into a long converfa­

tion with me upon the laws and manners 

and cuftoms of the different nations I had 

feen. I was furprized at the vigour and 

penetration which I difcovered in this un­

tutored warrior's n1ind. Unbiaffed by the 
mafs of prejudices which we acquire in ci-­
ties, even from our earlieft childhood, un­

incumbered by forms and ceremonies which 
contract 
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contract th~underftanding while they pre­
tend to improve the manners, he feemed to 
poffefs a certain energy of foul which never_ 
mift the mark. Nature in him had pro-

• <luced the fa1ne effects which fl:udy and , 
phi]ofophy do in others. . But what ama­
zed me more than all., was to find this Scy­
thian chief as well acquainted with the fi:ate 
and confequences of our manners as if he · • 
had paft his life in Greece or Syria, infread ; 
of the plains and forefts of his own domain. 
He entertained a rooted contempt . for all : 
the arts,, .whie:h foften the body ·and mint.i 
under the pretence of addtJ:1g to the ele­
gancies of life; , thtfe, he faid, , were. inore · 
.efficacious agents to reduce m·en to flavery1 
than the f words · and . arrows of their ene- -. 
mies. 

One day. I rernember that fcime of our:.· 
principal men, judging of the mind of their · 
conqueror· by their·, own, . brought to him a ,l 

celebrated · dancer; . who at · that / time. eh­
.gaged the whole attenti0n of onr. city, .and ; 
i{'emed ta . interefl: ·it rnuch '. more than the ·· 

L 6 ,, lofs-.; 
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lofs of)iberty. This man, who did not 
doubt that he. ihould enchant the foul of a 
$cythian barbarian by the fame arts which 
had enraptured his refined - audiences at 
home, exerted himfelf with an agility that 
extorted the loudeft applaufe from all the 
ipecrators but Arfaces. At length, one of 
our countrymen took the liberty of afking 
the monarch what he thought of this ex­
traordinary performance ; -I think, replied 
he, coldly, that it would gain him great 
credit in a natio:1 of monkies. 

Another time, he was prefent at the ex .... 
hibitions of a celebrated mufician, who was -
reputed to pofiefs unrivalled fkill in playing 
foft and melting tunes upon the lyre: All 
the audience fee1ned to feel the influence of , 

his art, by their inarticulate murmurs of 
a9miration, and the languifhing poftures of 
their bodies. '\V hen the exhibition was 
finiilied, tl;e mufician advanced, amid the 
uni.red plaudits of the audience, as if to re­
ceive the jufr · tribute of approbation from 
Arfaces. But he., with a ftern look, faid 

to 



l . 

SAN DF ORD . AN D MER TO N. ~2, 
to hiin, Friert~l, I permit thee to play every 
night befo.re the Syrians; but, if thy lyre is 
ever heard to found in the prefence of my 
Scythians, I denounce certain death for the 
offence. 

Another time,. an officious glutton of our 
city introduced to him,. with great folem­
nity, two men, _ whofe talents he a!fured 
.him were unequalled in their different pro­
feffions.. The one, he faid~ adjufl:ed hair 
with fuch dexterity, that he could give an 
artiqcial beauty to every countenance; and 
the other po!feffed foch 'hlnrivalled :fkill jn 
cooking a repafl:> that even the fobtrefl: 
gueft was tempted to commit intemperance. 
My foldiers, replied Arfaces, are accu~­
tomed to adjufr their locks with the points 
of thejr arrows ;, nor does o.ur nation con­
fider a bloated paunch and an unwirldy­
fhape, as any accompii!hrnent in warriors;, 
all, therefore, that I can do. fori thefe gen. 
tlemen, is, to depute on€ of then1 to comb, 
my horfe's tail, and the other to feed tl1.e: 
hogs of the anny .. 

Afrer-
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After I had converfed fame time with 
this barbarian chief, who heard me with the 
greateft attention, the hour of refrelliment 
for the army approached, and I was pre­
paring to retire : but the general ftopped 
me, with a frnile, and told me I had al­
ready entertained him with the greatdl hof­
pitality,. and that therefore it was juft that 
1 .fhould ftay ;nd tafte the Scythian food. 
A bit of dried . fleih, . which I afterwards 
found was that of an horfe, fome four, co­
agulated 1nilk,. with a~ infufion of .certain 
herbs thickened with a coarfe kind of flour, 
were then. brought in, and placed upon the· 
ground. I had learned, durjng_my travels, 
in different countries,.._ to difcard the falfe 
antipathies which fo many nations entertain 
againft the diet as well as manners of each 
other. '\Vhatever is adapted to fupport life. 
is proper for the food of man ; habit will 
reconcile us to every kind of food; . and he 
that can accuftom himfelf to be the moft 
eafily contented is happieft, and befr pre­
pared fat performing the duties of life. I; 

therefo1:e, . 
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there/ore, placed myfelf by the fi<le of Arfa­
ces, and fed without any vifible repugnance 
upon a diet, which would have excited ab­
horrence in the minds of all my countrymen. 
With them it was a work of the greateft im­
portance to fettle the formalities of a 1neal. 
To contrive a new and poignant fauce, to 

• cornqine contrary flavours in a pickle, to fti­
mulate the jad€d appetite to new exertions:r 
till reafon and every thing human funk under 
the undigeCT:ed mafs of food, were reckoned 
the higheft efforts of genius. · Even the ma­
giftrate did not blufh to dif play a greater 
know ledge of cookery than the laws; the 
debates of the fenate ittelf were often-fuf­
pended by the fear -0f lofing a repaft; and 
1nany of our generals prided themfelves more 
upon the arrangement of their tables than 
the martial.evolutions of their troops. 

After we had eaten fome time, Arfaces 
aik.ed me what I thought of the Scythian 
method of living. To fpeak my fentiments, 
faid I, it is n1.ore formidable to , your ene­
mies~ than agreeable to your friends. He 

fmiled 
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• fmiled at my fincerity, and I ~eparted; but 
from this hour he diftingu.ifhed me with 
marks of peculiar-favour, and admitted me 
to all his com,fels. This envied mark of dif­
tinttion gave me no other. pleafu re than as it 
fometimes enabled me to be ufeful to-my un .. 
happy countrymen, and mitigate the rigour 
of their conquerors~ Indeed, whi]e the great 
Arfaces lived, his love of juftice and order 
were fo great, that even the conquered were 
fafe from all oppreffion. The peafant pur­
fued his ufeful labours, unterrified by the· 
march of armies, or unfolicited brought the· 
produce of his fields to a v0luntary market. 
Merchants fron: all the neighbouring nations 
crowded to our ports, attract~d by the order 
21nd jufiice which were enforced in every 
part of Arfaces' dominions :- and even the 
vanquilhed themf6:'lves, defended from op­
preffion and protected in their poffeffi.ons, 
confi.dered the fuccefs of the Scytb ia ns rather 
as a falutary revolutio!1 than as a barbarian 
conquefr. 

Such was the pleafing profpect of affairs, 
when, 

..... 
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when an unexpected difeafe, the confeqtlence 
of unremitting exertions, put an end to the 
glorious life of our conqueror; and with him 
pt:rifhed all hopes of fafety or happinefs to 

- the Syrians. His authority alone was capa­
ble of refiraining fo many needy chieftains, 
fo m;ny victorious barbadans: the fpirit of 
rapine and 'plunder> fo long repreft, began 
now to fpread through all the army. Every 
officer was an independent tyrant that ruled 
with defpotic authority, and punifhed as re­
bellion the leafi oppofition to his will. The 
.fields were now ravaged, the cities plundered, 
the indufirious peafants driven away like 
herds of cattlr, to labour for the caprice of 
unfeeling mafters, or fold in diftant regions 

, as ilaves. Now it was that the miferable 
and harraffed Syrians began to find, that the 
riches which they fo much efieemed, were 
but the caufes of their ruiA, infiead of being, 
infhumental to their fafety. The poor, ac• 
cufrorned to ·hard!hip, have little to fear amid 
the viciffitudes of life; the brave can al ways 
find a refuge in their own valour: but all 

v • the 
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the bitternefs of exiftence is referved for 
thofe, that have neither courage to defend 
what they 1noft value, nor fortitude to bear: 
the lofs .. 

To increafe- the weight of our misfor­
tunes, new tribes of barbarians, attracted 
by the fuccefs of their cotrn-trymen~;- iffued 
from the1r cieferts and haftened to fhare the 
fpoil. But rapine admits not faii:h or parr­
nerfhip ; and it was not.· long before the · 
vanquifhed beheld their conquerors ani­
mated by implacable rage againft each 
other, and fuffering in nurn th~ violence and 
cruelties they had inflicted~ 

At length, one of the-principal officers of 
Arfaces, who is faid originally to have de­
fcended from the rnGuntains which you in­
habit, was raifed to empire hy the fuccefs­
ful efforts of his foldiers. He has already . 
at.tacked and deftroyed all his competitors, 
and affen1bled under his banners the re,,. 
rnainder, of their forces. Tigranes, for thus 
is he named) poffeffes all the courage and 
~.ltivity 0£ Arfaces, but he is defritute of 

his 
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!1is generofity and clemency. His ambi­

tion is vaft and boundlefs; he grafps at uni­

verfal empire, and rejoices to fcatter ruin 

and deftruction in his way. He has already 

fubjected all the maritime cities that derive 

their origi-n from Greece, together with the 
fertile plains of Syria. Thefe mountains, 

inhabited by a bold and hardy race of men,­

now prefent a barrier to his enterprizing 
fpirit, and 1 am a-ffured he already medi­

tates the conqneft. His foldiers are drawn­
together fro1n every part ; they f wann like 
ravening wolves along the fields, and no-

, thing can e[btpe their fury. ln vain did I 

think n1yfelf fafe in the humble obfcurity­

of my cottage, and · the reputed fav.our of 

the great Atfaces._ y •efterday, a. lawlefs 
· band,_ not contented with deftroying my 

harveft and plundering_ my -little property.,_ 

feized my daughter and 1ne, and dragged 
llS away i.n chai.ns.. What farther j.njuries, . 
what farther infults we 1night have fuffered.i,, 
it is. impoilibJe to determine; . fince H .eaven 

was. 
r 
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was pleafed to effeB: our deliverance when 
we had leaft reafon to expect it. 

Such was the hiftory of Chares, which 
Sophron and his family liftened_ to with 
fixed attention. When he had finifbed,. 
the father of Sophron again embraced the 
venerable fl:ranger, and affured him of all 
the fafrty which their !11ountains could be'"" 
ftow. But, added •he, if fo iinrninent a 
danger is near, it behoves us to confult for 
the general fafety; let us affemble all our 
friends and neighbours, that they may con .. 
fider whether life is of more confequence 
than liberty; and> if they determine to re­
tain that freedom which they have receive_d 
from their anceftors, by what means it may 
be beft defended. Sophron then im1nedi­
ately went out, and afcending a neighbour~ 
ing rock, thu? fhouted out in a voice which' 
echoed over the neigh~ouring vallies; Armi, 
0 ye inhabitants of Lebanon, and_ inftantly 
meet in council, for a powerful invader is. 

near, 
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_near, and threatens you . with death or 
flavery. This found was inftantly repeated 
by all who heard it, fo that in a fhort time 
the intelligence was difperfed to the very 
confines of the country. · 

It was not long before a numerous af­
fe1nbly was conven'ed. The aged appeared 
with all the majefl:ic dignity of wifdom and 
experience; their countenances, indeed, 
indicated the ravages of time, but tem­
perance and exercife had preferved them 
from the loathfome difeafes which grow on 
luxury-and indolence. They were attended 
by their fans in all the pride of youth and 
vigour, who rufhed along in arms, and 
feemed to breathe deliberate ·rage and · un­
conquerable oppofition. When they wer~j 
all affernb1ed upon a fpacious plain., So- : 
phron rofe, and, with a becoming modefl:y., . 
recited the ad ventures of the ·prece~ing 
night, and the alarming intelligence he had 
juft received. He had fcarcely finifhed be-- . 
fore a general cry of ind1gnation burft ima­
·nimoufl y from the wLole affembly. When 

lt 
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1t had a little fubfided, a venerable old man, 

whofe beard, white as the fnow upon the 

fummits of the mountains, reached down 

to his middle, !lowly arofe, and, leaning 

-upon his ftaff, fpoke thus: Ninety years 

have I tended 1ny flocks amid thefe moun-­

tains, and during all that time I have never 

feen an human being who 1was bold enough 

. to propofe to the inhabitants of Lebanon, 

-that they fhould fear dea,th 1nore than in-

f a111 y, or fub1nit to be the vaffals of a ty­
rant. At this a fecond cry, ,vhich feemed 

to rend the very heavens, was raifed, and 

farther deliberation judged unneG:effary, ex ... 

cept upon the moft effectual 1neans of de-. 

fence. For this purpofe., the aged and 
1 

n1ore experienced retired to a little diftance 

to confult. They were not long in their 

deliberations; it was unanimouf1y agreed 

that all who were able to bear arms ihould 

be embodied, and wait for the approach of 

the enemy . within the boundaries of their 
' ' . 

own mountains. The nature of the coun-

try, always r9-ugh, and in n1any parts inac­
ceffible, 
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~ceffible, would afford them, they thought, 
fufficient advantages even againH: the more 
numerous and better difciplined troops of 
the invader : and, by the common con!ent 
of all, Sophron was named the general of . 
·his country, and invefted with fupreme au­
thority for its defence. When thefe meafures 
·had been refolved upon, the affembly dif­
perfed, and ·Sophron was left alone with 
,Chares. It was then the {hanger thus ac­
,.cofted him, with a deep figh ; Did foccefs, 

I ·O virtuous S~hron, depend intirely upon 
the juftice of the caufe, or upon the courage 
and zeal of its -defenders, I fhould have 
.little doubt concerning the event of the 
prefent conteft. For, I can truly fay., that, 

, in all the various countries I have vifited, 
my eyes have never feen a more martial race 
.than -1 have this day beheld affemb1ed : nor 
can 1 doubt that their fentiments --correfpond 
to their -appearance. All, therefore, that 
,can be .-effected -by patience., activity, and 
dauntlefs courage, will be achieved by your 
,countrymen in defence of their liberty. But 

war, 
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war.) unfortunately, is a trade, where long 
experience· frequently confers advantages). 

which no intrepidity can balance. The 

troops, which are now approaching, have 

been for years inured to the practice of 
{laughter; they join to a courage which de­

fies every danger a knowledge of every 

fraud and fubtlety which can confound or 

baffie an adverfary. In bodily ftrength, 

in numbers,.- your countrymen are f uperior; 

even in courage, and the contempt of dai1-

ger, they ,ue probably not inferior to their 

enemies: but fuch are the fatal effeB:s of mi­
litary fkill and dtfcipline, that I dread the 

event of a co:nbat with fuch an anny and 

fuch a leader. 
Alas! anfwered Sophron, how we11 do the 

n1ature reflections of yo11r wifdom accord ~ith 

niy prefaging fears ·! I know that 111y coun­

trymen will perform every thing that can be 

effected by men in their fituarion; and that 

thoufands wi~l generouQy facrince their lives 

rather than abanJon the caufe they have un-
~,,,r~-, 1·en '-n dr-t:en -1 • ,•ct \"h"'fl T conr:1cier U1...,.:.1 ... ~ l v -•1,l ··. yc :, ,, . •• ,., • lJI. 
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the fuperior advantages of our enemies, my 
fears are no lefs active than your own. 
This confolation, however, remains, that I 
fhall either fee my country victorious, <1'1 
avoid the miferies which will attend . hei.~ . 
rum. 

Hear me, then, replied Chares.--The 
virtues of your friends, my own obligations 
to yourfelf, and the defire I feel to oppofe 
the career of mad anibition, confpire to 
wreft from 1ne a dreadful fecret, which I 
have hitherto buried in my own bofom, and 
had detern1ined to conceal from the know­
ledge of mankind. I have already told 
you that 1nuch of my life has been dedi­
cated to the acquifition of knowledge, .and 
the inveftigation · of the laws of nature. 
1.J ot cot1tented with viewing the appear­
ances of things as they ftrike our fenfes, I 
hav~ endeavoured to penetrate into the 
deeper receffes of nature, and to difcover 
thofe fecrets which are concealed fron1 the , 
gre:1ter pJrt of mankind. For this purpofe, 
I have tried innumerable expenn1ents con-• 

Vo r.. II l. l\·f ctnung 
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cerning the 1nanner in which bodies act 

upon each other; I have fubmitted the 

.plants, the ftones, the minerals, which fur-

round us., to the violence of all--confoming 

fjres; I have examined their ftrufl:ure, ancl 

the different principles which .compote the~ 

-with the patient labour and perfev;erance of 

-a long life. 'In the courfe of thefe inquirieS;, 

I have made many curious and ,important 

.,difcoveries., but one abov.e the reft, which 

I will now impart, under .the promife of 

eternal and inviolable fecrecy. Know, then,,, 

that I 1have found out an eafJ and expe-

.ditious combination of .comn1on 1naterials, 

'the effect of which 1s eq~al or fuperior to 

the n-1oft :potent and deftruB:ive agents in 

,nature. Neither the proudefi: city cara 

n1aintain .its ,walls., or the frrongeft ,caftle its 

· bulwarks,, .a.gainft the irrefi{hble attacks of 

this ,e:xrraordinary -eompo!ition. Increafe 

rbut the ·qeantity, and the veJ:y rocks and 

:n1ountains will be torn .afunder, with a vio­

lence that equals that of earthquakes. 

\Nhole · armies, proud of their triumphs, 
may 
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may be in an inftant frattered and defiroyed 
like the fummer's duft before the whirlwind: 
and, what -increafes the prodigy, a fingle 
man may fecure]y give death to thoufands. 
-This compofition I have hitherto con­
cealed, in pity to the miferies of mankind ; 
bur, fince there appears no other method of 
preferving the virtuous inhabitants of thefe 
mountains from ilavery and ruin, I am de ... 
termined to employ it in their defence. 
Give orders, therefore, that a certain num­
ber of your countrymen provide me with 
the ingredients that I !hall indicate, and ex .. 
peel: the ampleft fuccefs from your own va­
lour, affifted by fuch powerful auxi,]iaries. 

Sophron faid every thing to Chares which 
fuch an unexpected mark of confidence de­
ferved, and inftanrly received his orders,· 
and prepared to execute· thern with the 
greateft: alacrity. Chares, mean-while) was 
indefatigable in the execution- of his ·pro·­
ject, and it was not long before he had pre~ 
pared a fufficient quantity to provide for the 
corpmon defence. Tigranes now approached 

M 2 with 
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with the rage and -confidence of a lion that 
invades a flock of domefi:ic animals. He 
had long forgotte_n ·all the ties which attach 
men to the place of their birth, and neither 
time, nor difhrnce, had been able to extin­
guifh the hatred he had conceived to So­
phron. Scarcely did he deign to fend an 
ambaffador before his army. He, however, 
difpatched one with an imperious meffage, 
requiring all the inhabitants of Lebanon to 
fubrnit to his victorious arms, · or threaten- · 
ing them with the worft extremities of war .. 
When the ambaffador returned, and report­
ed the fixed determination of Sophron and 
his countryme!J, he was-enflamed with rage., 
and ordered his army to advance to the at­
tack. They marched without oppofition 
till they eRtered the mountainous diftrifts, 
where all the braveft inhabitants were ranged 
in arms to meet the invader. Then arofe 
the noife of war ancl the clang of arms ; 
then man encountered man, and wounds 

and death were feen on every fide. The 
t rooos of Tigrane.s advanced in clofe array, 

W1th 
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- with long protended fpears; the inhabi rants 
of L,ebanon were lighter armed) and, with 
invincible cournge, endeavoured to break. 
the -formidable battalion of their enemies. 
They rufhcd with fury upon the dreadful 
range of weapons, and, even \,\'OunJcd and 
dying, endeavoured to beat dov.1n their 
points, and open a way to their companions. 
Sophron was feen confpicuous in every 
part of the fidd eoco'..11'3.?:'.,: ng his r nmpar:i­
ons with his voice, 2.nd m0re by his actions. 
Whc>rever he turned his fi:~ps he ,.vas follow­
ed by the braveft youth of his party, and 
there the efforts and the !1aughta were al_­
ways greateft. Five times, covered with 
blood and dufl-, he made a defperate charge 
upon the troops of Tigranes, and five times 
did he force his braveft foldi f' rs to give 
ground. ·At length, the h1peri0ricy of dif­
cipline and experience began to prevail ov~r 
the generous, but more unequal efforts of · 
the defenders~ The veterans of Tigranes 
perceived their advantage, and prdfe<l the 
eneiny with redoubled _vig_our. This was 

M 3 the 
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the deciGve moment which Chares had fore­
feen and provitjed for : in an inftant the 
bands of Lebanon retreat by the orders of 
Sophron, with a precipitation bordering 
upon flight. Tigranes, fuppofing himfelf 
certain of victory, orders his troops to ad­
vance and decide the fortune of the battle;. 

- but, while they are ra!hly preparing to 

obey, a fudden noi[e is heard that equals 
t:he loudeft thun_ders ; the earth itfelf trem-

. bles with a convulfive motion under their 
feet; then burfts afunder with a violence 
that nothing can refift. Hundreds are in 
an inftant f wallowed up, or daihed againft 
rocks, and miferably deftroyed. Mean­
while, all nature feems to be convulfed 
around:; the rocks themfelves are torn from 
their folid bafe, and with their enormous 
fragme nts cru!h whole bands of rniferable 
wretches beneath. Clouds of fmoke ob­
fcure the field of battle, and veil the com­
batants in a dreadful fhade; :~,hich is, from 
time to time, difpelled by flafhes of de­
ftru£ti ve fire. . Such a f ucceffion of horror~ 

daunted 
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,, ci.sa'unted even the rnoft brave:: fcarcely could 

· the troops of Ltbario·n,. who- had been pre­

pared ro expect forne· extraordinary inter­

pofition, maintain their poft,. or behold 

the fpeclacle- of their enemies ruin ; but the 

bands of Tigranes- were ftruck with the· 

wildeft confrernation, and fled with trem­

bling fteps over the field. And now thefe 

prodigies were fucceeded by an awful inter­

val of quiet ; the peals of burfting thunder. 

were no longer heard, _the lightnings. ceafed 

to fla!h, the mifts that darkened the fcene 

were rolled away, and difcovered the vari-

0us fortunes of the fight. Then trye voice· 

of Sophron was heard, exhorting his com­

panions to purfue the fugitives and com­

pl'ete their victory. They rufhed forwards 

iike angry lions to the chace ;. but all re-

- fiftance was at an end; and Sophron, who 

now perceived that the · enemy was irre­

trievably broken, checked the ardour of his 
men, and in treated them to fpare the van­

quifbed. They obeyed his · voice'" and!t 

M 4 · after· 
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after having chaced the~n beyond the utmoft 
boundaries of Leban oh, returned in triumph, 
.amid the praifes and acclamations of their 
joyful families, whom they had preferve<l 
from D.avery by their valour. They thc:n 
examined the field of battle, and, col1eB:ing 
all who had any remains of life, they treated 
them with the gr:eateft humanity? binding 
up their wounds, and adminiflering to all 
their neceffitie s. Among the thickeft dead 
was found the breathlefs body of Tigranes, 
Jniferably {battered and disfigured, but ftill 
exhibiting evident n1arks of paffion and fe­
rocity. Sophron cou1d not behold, without 
compaffion, the friend of his early years, 
and the companion of his youthful fpcrts. 
Un-happy man ! faid he, thou haft, at 
length, paid the price of thy ungovernable 
ambition ! How much better would it have. 
been to have . tended thy flocks upon the 
mountains, than to have blazed an angry 
meteor, and fet for . ever amid the curfrs of 
thy .country ! He then covered the body 

with 
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with a n1ilitary v~ft, and ordered it to be 
honourably burned upon a mighty funeral 
pile which was prepared for all the dead. 

The next day, an immenfe quantity of 
fpoil was colleEted that had been abandoned 
by the troops of Tigranes in their flighto 
The fimple inhabitants of Lebanon., the 
greater part of whmn had never been be­
yond the limits of their mountains, were 
afioni.fhed at focn a d1fplay of luxury and 
roagnificence. Already the fecret poifon 0€ 
fenfuali.ty and avarice began t0- inflame their 
hearts, . as they gazed on coftl.y hangings, .. 
enriched with- gold and fii ver, 0n Pcrfian• 
carpets, and drinking-vefl'cls of the moft­
exquifite workman!hipr Already hacl ·-. they· 
begun lo differ about the divifion of thefe­
fpkndid tnfles,. when Sophronr w-ho•marked; 
the growing mifchief,.. .,and remembered the 
fatal effects which Chares, had defcribed in: 
his travels, , role,. and propofed to his coun­
trymen., that the arms.. of their. conquered 
enemies iliould be car.efully · preferved for 
the. public defence, but that all the rd1 of. 

M i the-
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the fpoil ihould be confurned upon the fb ... 
neral pile prepared for the dead, leil: the 
fimplicity of the inhabitants of L,ebanon 
fuould be corrupted, and the happy equality 
and union which had hitherto prevailed a­
tnong them interrupted. This propofal was 
inftantly applauded by all the older and 
wifer part of the affembly, who rejoiced in 
fee1ng the evils averted which they had fo 
rnuch reafon to apprehend : nor did thofe 
of a different character dare to exprefs their 
fentirnents., or attempt any open oppofi-­
tlon. 

From this time; Sophron was univerfally 
honoured by all as the moil: virtuous and 
valiant of his nation. He paffed the re.CT.: 
of his life in peace and tranquillity, con­
tented with the ·exercife of the fame rural 
employments which had engaged his child­
hood. Chares; whofe virtues and know­
ledge were equally admirable, was prefent­
ed, at the public expence, with a fmall but 
fertile tract of land, fufficient to fuppl y him 
with all the comforts of life; this the grate-

ful 
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ful inhabitants of the mountains continually 

cultivated for him, as a memorial of the 

fignal affiftance he had afforded them ; and 

here, contented with the enjoyment of fe­

curity and freedom, he paffed the remaining 

part of his iife in the contemplation of na­

tiure, and the delightful intercourfe of vir­

tuous friendfhip •. 

When Mi(s Simmons had· finifhed, Tom~ 

, my expreffed his aflonifhment at the latte: 

pa,rt of the ftory. Is· it poffible, . faid he, . 

the~e can be any thing of fo -e~traordinary a 

nature as to burfr the very rocks afuncler, 

a·nd defrroy an army. at. once ?-Have you, , 

then,, never, heard1 the explofion of a, gun, 

· or are you ignorant 0f the defir-uctive e!fecrs, 
~f the powdetr with whi.Gh, they charge it?: 

faid Mr.-Barlow;?, 
'Fo-M-M Y,.~ 

Yes,- fir;. hut that is nothing to; whatt 

Chares,did · in. the ftory .. 
M·r. BAR:LOW~ - -

1.'hat is only becaufe it is ufed in ,very: 
M 6, · i.ncon-



... THE HISTORY OF 

inconfiderable portions; but, were you to 
increafe the quantity, it would- be capable 
of effeB:jng ev~ry thing which ym1 heard 
Mifs Simmons defcribe. When nations 
are at war with each other, it is now uni-. 
verfally the agent ~f deftrucl:io"n. 'fhey 
have large tubes of iron, called cannons, 
into which they ram a confiderable quan­
ti ty of powder, together with a large iron 
ball, as big as you are able to lift. They 
then iet fire to the powder, which explodes 
with fo n1uch violence, that the ball flies 
out and deftroys, not only every living 
thing it 1nt'ets with, but even demolifhes. 
the ftrongeft wails that can be raifed. Some .. 
times it is bt1ried in confiderable quantities ! - . 

in the earth, and then they contriv~ to en--
flarne it, and to efcape in time. When the 
fire cornrnunicates with the mat.5, it is all 
cnBamed in an inftant, and produces the 
horrible effects you have heard defcribed. 
As fuch are the irreG£1:i ble effects of gun­
powder1 it is no wonder that even a vict:o­
xious a.n11y ihould be flopped in thtir pro-

grefs 
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grefs by fuch a dreadful and unexpecced 
event. 

ToMMY. 

That is true, indeed ; and I declare 
Chares was a very good and fenfible mano 
Had it not been for him, thefe brave inha­
bitants of Lebanon muft have been enflaved. 
I now plainly perceive that a man may be 
of much more confequence by improving 

\his mind in various kinds of knowledge, 
even though he is poor, than by all the · 
finery and magnificence he can acq_uire ... 
I wifh, with all my heart, that Mr. Barlow 
had been fo good as to read this ftory to the 
young gentlemen and ladies that were lately. 
here. I think it would have made a great. 
impreffion upon their rninds, and would 
have -prevented their feeling fo much con .. 
tempt for poor Harry, who is better and 
wifer than them _all, though he does ngt 
powder his hair, or drefs fo genteelly. 

Tommy, faid Mr. Merton, with a kind, 
of contemptuous fmile, why fhould. you. 
·believe that the hearing of a fingle flor)l -

wouJd. 1 , . 



~541 T l'-f E H I S T . o R y · o F' 

would change the characters- of all your late· 
friends, when neither the good inftrl'l-cl:ions­
you have been fo- long_ receiving from Mr., 
Barlow, no!:' the intimacy you have had with. 
Harry,-were fofficient to• reftrain your impe­
tuous temper, or prevent you from treat­
ing him ~B the fuarnefuJ manner you h~ve 
done?. 

Tommy appeared very mrn::ii aba!hed. 
with his father'·s rebuke;· he hung down his 
head in- filence a confiderable time : at .,. 
length he faintly faid ;. O·h,. fir ! I have,. 
indeed, acted very ill: I have rendered, 
1:nyfelf l!lnworthy of the affecl:io·n of a-II my 
heft friends. But do not,. pray, do not give 
me up entirely;. you fhaH fee how I wj]l; 
behave for the future ;- and, if ever I am­
gui,lty of the fame faults again,. I confent 
that you fhou1d abandon- me for ever. Say­
ing this,. he filently ftole out of the room,: 
as if intent upon fome extraordinary refo-· 

I 

lution. His father obferved his motions_y, . 
. and, fmiling, fa-id to Mr. Barlow:- What 
can this portend? This boy. is c.hangeable 

as· 
' 
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:as a weathercock. Every blaft whirls him 
round and round upon his centre, nor will 
he ever fix; I fear, in any direction. At 
Jeaft, faid Mr. Barlow, you have the greateft 
reafon to rejoice in his prefept impreffions, 
whith are good and eftirnable. And, I 
fear, it is the lot of moft human beings to 
exhauft: almoft every fpecies of error before 
they fix in truth and virtue. 

Tommy now entered the room., but with 
a remarkable change in his drefs and man ... 
ner. He had combed the powder out of 
his hair, and demoli!hed the elegance of his 
curls : he had divefted his drefs of every 
appearance of finery, and even his ma!fy and 
ponderous buckles, fo long the delight of 
his heart,, and the wonder of his female 
friends, were taken fr01n his .ilioes, and re­
placed by a pair of the plaineft form and 
appearance. ln ' this habiliment he appear­
ed fo totally changed from what he was, 
that even his rnother, who had lately be.,. 
come a little fparing of lier ob(ervations, 
could not help exclaiming, • What, in the 

name 



25& THE HISTORY OF 

name of wonder, has the boy been doing 
now! Why, Tommy, I proteit you have -
made yourfelf a perfect fright, and you look 
n1ore like a ploughboy than a young gen­
tleman! 

Mamma, anfwered Tommy gravely, I 
am only now what I ought always to have 
been. Had I been contented with this drefs 
before, I never fuould have imitated fuch a 
parcel of coxcombs as you ~ave lately had 
at your houfe i nor pretended to admire 
Mifs_ Matilda's mufic,. which, I own, tired 
me as much as Harry, and had almoft fet 
1ne afleep ;. nor fho.uld I have expofed my­
felf at the play and the ball; and, what is, 
worft of all, I Jhould have avoided all my 
!hameful behaviour to Harry at the bull­
baiting. But, from this time,_ I fl1all ap­
pl.y myfelf to the ft\Jdy of nothing but rea:-­
fon· an~ philofophy; and therefore I. have 
b.id adieu to drefs and finery for eveL 

It was with g~eat difficulty that the gen­
tfomen,could refrain from laughing at Tom­
my's harang:ue, dtlivered with infinite feri-­

oufnefs. 
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oufnefs and folemnity; they, however, con­
cealed their emotions,. and encouraged hi m 
to perfevere in fuch a laudable refolution. 
But, as the night was now pretty far ad­
vanced, the whole family retired to bed. 
. The next 111orning, early, 1"01nmy arofe 
and dreifed himfelf with his newly adopted 
fimplicity; and, as foon as _ breakfaft was 
over, intreated Mr. Barlow to accomp ny 

· him to Harry Sandford's. But he did not 
forget to t~ke with him the la mb, which he 
had care:!ft.:d and fed with conftant affiduity 
ever fince he had fo valiantly refcued hirn 
from his devouring enemy. As they ap .. 
proached the houfe, the firil: object which 
Tommy diftinguiihed was' his little friend 
at fome difi:ance, .. who was driving his fa. 
ther;s iheep along the common. At this 
light, his impetuofity could na longer be -

- reftrained, and, fpringing forward with all 
his fpeed, he arrived in an inftant, pant­
ing, and out of breath, and incapable of , 
{peaking. Harry, who kn~w his friend1 

an<l plainly perceived the difpofitions with 
which 
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which he approached, _ met hi.n1 with open:: 
'1rms; fo that the vecone:ili-ation was- begun·­
and completed in a moment; and Mr. 
-Barlow, who now arrived with the lamb,.. · 
had the plea:fure of feeing his little pupils, 

, mutually giving and receiving every trnaf ... 

fecred mark of the warmefl: affection .. 

Harry, faid M-r. Barlow, I bring,, you a• 

.tittle friend,. who is fincerely perritent for. 
his offences, and c01nes to own· th.e faults 
he has committed. That I arn, indeed,., 

faid Tommy, a little recovered and able· 
to fpeak. But I have behaved fo illJ and 

have been fuch an ungrateful follow, that F 

a1n afraid Harry will never be able to for­

give . me.. Indeed, indeed, fa.id Harry,, 

t:here you do me the greateft injufrice; for­
I have already forgotten every thing but: 

your former kindnefs and affection. And· l:,; 
anf wered Tommy·,. will r.tever forget how 

ill, how ungratefully I hav.e ufed you, nor 

,the goodnefs with which yeu now _receive 
rne. To111my then recollected his lamb,., 

ind prefented it . to his friend J while Mr. 
Barlow· 
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Barlow told him the fiory of its- refcue, and 
the heroifm exerted in its defence. Harry 
feerned to receive equal pleafure from the 
reftoration of his favourite, and rhe affection 
Tommy had !hown in its preferva.tion, and, 
taking him by the hand, he led him into a 
fmall but neat and convenient houfe, where 
he was moft cordially welcomed by Harry's 
family. In a corner of the chimney fat the 
honeft black who had performed fo fignal 
~ fervice at the hull-baiting. Alas! faid 
Tommy, there is another inftance of my 
negligence and ingratitude. I now fee that 
one fault brings on another without end.­
Then, advancing to the black, he took 
him kindly by the hand, and thanked him 
for the prefervation of his life.. Little 
mafter, replied he, you are extre1nely wel­
come to all I have done. I would at any 
time rifque my own fafety to preferve one 
of n1y fellow-creatures; and, if I have been 
of any ufe, I have been amply repaid by the 
kindnefs of thii little . boy, your friend, and 
all his worthy fa1nily o That is not enough; 

faid 
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faid Tom1ny, and you fhall foon find what 
it -is to oblige a perfon like . . . . . . Here 
a {hoke of prefumption vi7as juft: coming. 
out of Tommy's mouth, but, recollecring­
himCelf, he added, a perfon like my father. 
And now he addreffed himfelf to Harry's 
mother, a venerable, decent woman, of a 
rniddle age, an~ his two Iifrers, plain, mo­
de!l:, healthy-looking girls, a little older 
than tht:>ir brother. All thefo he treB.ted 
with fo much cordiality and attention, that 
all thE company were delighted with him; 
·ro eafy is it for thofe who poffefs rank and 
fortune to gain the good-will of their_fel­
]ow-creatures; and fo inexcufable is that 
furly pride which renders 111any of them 
defervedly odious. 

When dinner was ready, he fat down 
with the reft, and as it was the cuftom here 
for every body to wait upon himftlf, Tom­
my infifred upon their fuffering him to con­
foro1 to the eftabhi11ed method. The vic­
tuals were not_ indeed v_ery delicate, but the 
food was wholefome, clean, and ferved up 

hot 
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l1ot to table; an advantage which_ is not 
always found in elegant apartn1ents. Tom-
1ny ate with a confiderable appetite, and 
feemed to _enjoy his new fituation as much 
as if he had never experkncea any other. 
_t\.fter the dinner was removed, he thought 
he might with propriety gratify the curi­
ofity he felt to converfe with the black upon 
fighting bulls, for nothing had more aflo­
niilied him than the account he had heard 
of his courage, and the eafe with which he 
had fubdued fo terrible an animal. My 
friend, faid he, I fuppofe in yo~r own coun .. 
try you have been very much ufed to bull .. 
baitings ; .otherwife you never would have 
dared to encounter fuch a fierce creature; 
I mufl: confefs, though I can tam~ moft ani­
mals) I never was more frighted in my life, 
than when I faw him break loofe; and with­
out your affiftance, I do not know what 
would have become of me. 

Mafter, replied _the bJack, it is not in my 
own country, that "I hav~e learned to manage 
thefe animals. There, I have been accuf­

tomed-
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t-omed to feveral kinds of hunting much 
more dangerous than this; and confidering, 
how much you white people defpife us blacks, 
I own, I was very much furprized to fee fo 
many hundreds of you running away from 
fuch an infignificant enemy as a poor tame 
bull. 

Tommy blufhed a little at the remen1-
brance of the prejudices he had formerly 
entertained, concerning blacks and his own 
fuperiority; but not choofing now to enter 
upon the fubjecl:, he afked the man where 
then he had acquired fo much dexterity in 
t4lming them. 

I will tell you, mafter, replied the black: 
When I lived a fiave among the Spaniards at 
Buenos Ayres, it ufed to be a common em­
ployment of the people to go into the woods 
and hunt cattle down for their fubfiftence. 
The hunter rnounts his fleeteft horfe, and 
takes with him a {hong cord of a confider- · 
able length .: when he fees one of the wild 
kine, which he deftines .for his_ prey, he pur­
fues it at full fpeed, and never fails to over .. 

take 
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~ake it by the fuperior f wiftnefs of his horfe. 
While he is thus employed~ he holds the 
,cord ready., at the end of which a fliding 
noofe -is form-ed; and when he is at a con­
venient diftance, throws it from him with 
f uch a -certain hand, _ that the bea!l: is en­
tangled by one of his legs, after which it is 
1mpoffib1e for him to efcape. 

That you may form the clearer idea of 
-what a man is capable of executing, with· 
.courage and addrefs, I will relate a moft .ex­
traordinary incident to which I was witnefs~ 
during 1ny refidence in that part of the worldo 
A certain man, a native of the country,, had 

1committed fome offence, for which he was 
condemned to labour feveral years in the 
_gallies. He found means to fpeak to the 
governor of the tow{¾ and befought him to 
.change the nature· of his punifhrnent. I 
have been brought u_p, faid he, a w~rrior., 
and fear difhon0ur, but not death. Inftead 
of .con fuming my ftrength and f pirits in fuch 
.an ignom~nious en1ployment,, let me have 
an opportunity of achieving fomething 

worthy 
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worthy to be beheld, or of perifbing. like a 

brave man in the attempt. In a few days 

a folemn feaft is to be celebrated, . at which 

you will not fail to be prefent, attended by 

all your people. I will there, in the pre­

fence of the whole city, encounter the fier­

ceft bull you can procure. I defire no affift­

ance but · my horfe, no weapons but this 

cord; yet thus prepared I will meet his 

fury, and take hi1n by the head, the horns, 

the feet, as. you ilial1 direct. I will then 

throw him down, bridle him, faddle him, 

and vault upon his back; in this fituation, 

you £hall turn out two 1nore of the fierceft 

bulls you caR find, and I will attack them 

,both, and put them a11 to death with my 

·dagger, the in[bnt you !h:lll _command. 

1:_"he governor confented to this brave man's 

.requeft, more from curiofity to fee fo ex- _ 

traordinary a fpecl:acle, than from the opi•­

nion it would be attended with foccefs. 

-when the appointed day arrived, the inha-

. bitants of all the city aifembled, and took 

cheir frats in a vaft building which fur­

rounded 
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rounded a confi.derable open [pace, defrined 
for this an1azing combat. The brave A1ne• 
rican then appeared, alone, on horfe_back., 
armed with nothing but his ·cord; and, 
after riding round the place, and faluting 
the, company, he w_aited intrepidly for his 
enemy. Prefent~y, an enormous bull was· 

, let loofe., who, as foon as he beheld the 
man., attacked him with all his fury. The 
American avoided his fhock with infinite 
dexterity, and gallopped round the bull, 
who, in his ~urn, betook himfe]f to flighto 
Th~ valiant horfeman _purfued his flying 
enemy, and, while he wa~ thus engaged, 
defired th_e governor to direct where he 

. would have him feized. · He rep1ied, it was 
a matter of indifference to him ; and the 
American inftantly throwing his noofe, 
_which he held ready all the time) caught 
the bull in his flight by one of his hinder 
legs; then gallopping two or- three times 
round the aniniaJ, he fo inveloped him in 
the fnare, that, after a few viol~nt efforts to 
difengage hirnfr·lfJ he fell to the earth. I-le 

IIT "l\.T I Vo L . ! • . ... " t L":.en 



-

I 

~"66 THE H IS T ORY OF 

then leaped lightly from his horfe, and th~ 
animal, who had been perfectly trained up 
to this kind of combat, ftood frill and kept 
the cord extended ; while his mafter ad-

· -yanced to the bull; and put him .fu death in 
an inftant, by ftabbing him with his dagger 
behind the horns. All the aifembly -uttered 
a !bout of admiration, but the conqueror 
told -them that what they had feen was no­
thing, and, difer.tangling his cord from the 
flaughtered beaft, he compofrdly mounted 
bis horfe, a,nd waited for a new and more 
-formidable enemy. Prefently, the gate of 
the to.rillo was opened~ and a bulJ, mucb 
,more furious than the laft, rufhed our, 

whom he was ordered to bridle and faddle, 
according to his engagement. 

I proteft, faid Tommy, this is the moil: 
wonderful ftory I -ever heard.. I 90 not be­

lieve all the fine gentlernen I have ever feen., 
put together, wo.uld .dare to attack fuch a 

bull. 
Mafter, replied the black, the talents of 

,mankind are various, .and nature has, in 
every 
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every e,ountry, furniihed the human f pecie~ 
with all the qualities necdfary for their pre­
fervation.. 1 n this country, and many o­
thers which I have feen, there are thoufand3 
who live like birds in cages upon the food 

··provided by qthers, without doing any thing 
for themfelves. But they fhould be con­
tented with the happinefs they enjoy, if fuch 
·a life can be called happinefs, and not de­
fpife their fellow-creatures, without whofe 
'rontinual affiftance they could not exifl: an 
inflant. 

Very true, indeed, anfwered Tommy. 
You feem to me a very honeft, fenfible man, 
though a negro; and, fince I have given 
myfelf up to the improvement of n1y mind, 
I entertain the fame opinions. But, let us 
hear how this brave man fucceeded in his 
next attempt. 

When the champion perceived this fecond 
enemy approach, he waited for him with 

· the fame intrepidity he had difcovered be-
fore, and avoided his formidable ihock by 
making his horfe wheel nimbly round the 

N 2 bull. 
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bull. '\Vhen he had thus baffied his fury, 
and put his enemy to flight, he chaced him 
fome time as he had done the former, till 
he drove him near to the middle of the en­
clofed fpace, where a flrong poft had been 
firmly fixed into the ground. As foon as 
he approached this fpot, he threw the un- -
erring noofe, and, catching the bull by the 
horns, entangled him as· he had done be­
fore, and dragged him with fome difficulty 
to the ftake.. To this he bound him down 
fo clofely that it became impoffible for the 
<;:reature either to refift or ftir~ Leaping 
then from his horfe, who remained im-

-·moveable as be:fore, he took a'·faddle, which 
_had been left there on purpofe, and girded 
it firmly upon the back of the bull; through 
his ~oftrils he thruft an iron ring, to which 
was fixed a cord which he brought over his 
neck as a bridle; and then, arming his 
hand with a fhort pike, he nin1bly vaulted 
upon the back of this new and terrible 
courfer. 

The creature all this time did not ceafe 
to 
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to bellow with every expreffion of rage, 
which had not the leaft effeB: upon the mind 

of this valiant man. On the contrary, 

coolly taking a knife, he cut the cord wh ich 

bound him to the ftake, and refi:ored hi1n 
to perfect liberty. The creature, thus Jif­
engaged, exerted every effort of Ihength 

and fury to thr<?W his rider, who kept bis 

feat undaunted in fpite of all his violent 

agitations. The gates of the tor ill o were 
then thrown open, and two other furious-, 

bulls rufhtd out, and feemed ready to at-

tack the man ; but, the inflant they per .. 
ceived the manner in which he was mounted, 
their rage gave way to terror, and they fled 

precipitately away. :rhe other bull fol­
lowed his companions, and bore his rider 
feveral times .rou nd the . amphitheatre :in 
this extraordinary chace. This fpectac.k 
had already lafted fome time, to the admi­
ration of all prefent, when the governor· 

ordered the man to complete the bufinefs 

by putting all the bulls to death. I-I e, i,n­
ftantly drav1ing _his knife, plunged i_t b.ehind 

. N 3 . , the 
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the hor_ns of the bull on- whi-ch he rode,, 
wh~ immediately dropped down dead.,. 
while the conqueror, di.fengagiF1-g hi1nfelf 
as he fell., ftood upright by the Dallghtered! 
animal. He then mo.unted his horfe aga1n,, 
who had been placed in fafety at fome little-

·di ftan ce, and purfuing the chace as before, 
· wirh his fatal no.ofe, difpatched both the: 

furiviving animals without. the leaft diffi..-. 
culty. 

Tommy. expreffed the gr.eateft admira,.. 
tion at th.is recital; and now, as the even-. 
ing beg-an to . advance, Mr. Barlow invited: 
him to retur•n. But Tommy, .. inftead of 
tomplying, took him· by the- hand:,. thanked} 
him for all his kindnefs and attention, but 
declared his r.efo1ution of fraying fome time:­
with. his- friend H·arry . The more I con­
fider n1y o\vn behaviour,. faid he, the more . 
I feel myfelf ail-lamed of my folly and in­
gratitude. But you have ta-ught me,. my. 
dear fir, that all., I have in n1y. power. is to. 
acknowledge them, whic_h I. moft willingly.· 
do, b.efore. all this _g_ood.family., _ and intreae 

H.arri 
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furry to think that the impreHions I now 

foel are fuch as I fhall never forget. Harry 

~mbraced his friend, and affured him once· 

more of his being perfectly reconcifed; and 

all the fa1nily flood mute with admiration 

at the condefcenfion af the young gentle­

rnan, who was not afharned of acknow­

ledging bis faults even to his . inferiors .. 

I'.J:r. Barlow approved of Tommy's de­

ffgn, and toolf upon hiin to an(wer for the 

confent of Mr. l\!Ierton to his flaying fome 

time with Harry-; then, taking his leave of 

all the company,, he departed .. 

But Tormny began now to enter upon a. 
courfe of life· which. was very little con­

fiftent, with hi& former h~bits. He fuppeJ 

with great._ chearfulnefs, . and even found 

hrmfe.lf happy with the ruftic fare which was 

fer before him, accompanied as it was wi.th . 

unaffected civility and an hearty welcome. 
, . 

He went to bed early and Dept very found · 

aH night; however,. when I-Jarry .came to 

call him the next 1norning at five, .as. he had · 

n1ade. him promife to do, ; he found :a, con.,. 

N , 4 ~·- fidG:rable,: 
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fiderable difficulty in rouzing hirnfetf at the 
fummons. Confcious pride, however, and 
the newly-acquired dign!tY of his character,. 
fupported him; he recollecl:ed that he 
1hould difgrace himfelf i~ the eyes of hi, 
father, of Mr. Barlow, and of all the fa .. 
mily with which he now was, 'if he ap­
peared incapable of acting up to his own 
declarations ~ he therefore made a noble ef­
fort, leaped out -of bed, dreffed himfelf, arid -
followed Harry. Not contented with this, 
he accompanied hitn in all his ruftic em .. 
ployments, and, as no kind of country ex .. 
ercife was intirely new to him Gnce 'his re­
fidence with Mr. Barlow, he acquitted him­
felf with a degree of dexterity which gained 
him new commendations. 

Thus did he pafs the firit day of his vi­
.fit,· with fome little difficulty indeed, but 
without deviating from his refolution. The 
fecond, he f OU nd his change of life infi-

- nitely n1ore tolerable; and, in a very little 
fpace of time, he was almoft reconciled to 
his new fituation. The additional exercife 

he 
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Tue uf~ improved his health and ftrength, 

. and added fo confiderably to his appetite, 
- that he began to think the table of. farmer 

-..; 

Sandford ex-eeeded all he had ever tried· 
before. 

By thus pracl:ifing the common ufefuI. 

occupations of life, he began to -feel -a more 
tender intereft. in the con1mon concerns of 
bis fellow-creatures.. He now found, from• 

. , 

his own experience,- that. Mr. Barlow had· 

not deceived-him in the var,ious reprefen­

tations he had· made of the utility of the· 
lower cla-ff'es,. and . confequently· of the hu 0 

rnanity which is- due to thern , when they.' 

difchaige their duty. - Nor did that gentle~­
man abandon his-- little friend ' in this- im--­
portant triah. He vi~ted: him frequently,, 

pointed out' every thing that-was· cur-ious or, 
interefiing about, the farmj and encouraged: 

him to perfevere by his praifes; Y.ou are 
now, faid Mr-. Rarlow, on·e day, beginning­
to pracl:-ife · thofe virtues • which have ren.., 

dered the great men of other.- times:, fo juftly· 
famous~ . 1 t is not by flothJ nor fiti_ery, nor-

N - S.. the· 
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f,he rriean-indulgence of our; appetites; , dia~ 
greatnefs of character,-, or even reputati6n,­
i-s ~to be acquired. He that would excel 
ethers in v-irtue or- knowle!dge., . muft firft 
excel them in temperance and application . . 
You cannot imagine ·that meri fit, to oom­
mand an _ ar-inyF or to g.ive la~s to a. ftate, , 
were ever formed by an idle and effeminate · 
~dt:cation~ When the Roman people, . op.;. 
preffed by their enemit!s,- were look~ng out 
for a leader, able t@ defend them and change­
i-he fortune of the war, .. where did they feek~ 
for ·this extraordinary man ? It was neithe'I'I · 
at banquets, nor i-n f plendid palaces, nor: 
amid. the gay, the elegant,. or the diffi-­
pated; theY-- turned their fteps towards a , 
poor and folitary cottage,. fuch as the· 
mear,eft of your late companions would: 
tonfider wi~h cont~mpt; there they found 
Cincinnatus, wh.ofe virtues and· abilities­
,vere allowed to excel aW. the reft of his ci .. 
tizens, turning up the foil with a- pair c,f, 
oxen, and holding the plough himfelf. This . 
great 1nan had been inured 'to ann s and the 

management 



management of public affairs, even fro1n · 
his infancy; . he· had repeatedly led the Ro­

man legions to victory; : yet in the hour of 

peare, or ·when . his country did not ·requi're 

his-- fervices, .. he deemed no employment 
more honourable than to -labour .for his own 

fu5fifience. · 

vVhat would . aH your · late· friends · have · 

faid, to · :fee · the greateft -1nen • in England, , 

and the b-ravefl officers .of t~e arn1y, crowd­

ing round- ·the houfe ·of one of thofe· obfcure : 

farmers' you have been ac.cufl:omed to de­

fpife, ~nd-' intreating--him, - ir:1 the moft re--­
fp~ctfol language, .- to~ leave · his fields; and i 
accept-of the higheft' dignity in the govern­

n1ent or army?·: Yet this was ·acl:oally the · 
ft-ate of things at Rome,_ and -it was . cha­

racters- like thefe, with all , the train of fe­

vere af:ld rugged •virtues, .that elevated :that,. 

people above ·all . the other nations · of .the .­
wor1d.-:i\ nd -teH m~, my, little. friend; fin co· 
chance, -. not merit, , too frequently aHots the.· 
fltuarion in ·which r.oen •are to act~ -, h~d you i · 
rather, . in,· an . high- ftation,< appear: to a11 ·1 

N' 6, rn-ankinJ -. 
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mankind unworthy of the advantages you 
enjoy, or, in a low one, fe·em equal to the 
moft -exalted employ1nents by your virtues 
and abilities ? 

' ' Such were the converfations whichMr.Bar-
low frequently held with Tommy, and which 
never failed to infpire hi1n with new refolu­
tion to perfevere. Nor could he help be­
ing frequently affected by the cornparifon of 
Harry's behaviour with his own. No cloud 
feemeel ever to !bade the features of his 
fr-iend_, or alter the unifonn fweetnefs of his 
temper. Even ·the repeated provocations he 
had received were either totally ·obliterated, 
or had made no difagreeable impreffions. 
After difcharging the neceifary dutie$ of 
the day, .he gave up the reft of his time to 
the amufement of Tommy with fo much 
2eal and affection, that he could ~ot avoid 
loving him a th<?ufand times better than 
before. 

Puriog the· evening he frequently con.­
·veri~d with the honefi: negro concerning 
the. mo.ft remarkable circun1fl:ances of the 

country 
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country where he was born. One night that 
he feemed . peculiarly inquifitive, the black 
gave him the following account of himfelf. 

I was born, faid he, in the neighbourhood 
of the river Gambia in Africa. In this 
country people are aftoniihed at my colour., 
and ftart at the fight of a black man, as if 
he did not qelong to their fpecies: but 
there, every body refembles me, and when 
the firft white men landed upon our coaft, we 
were as much furprized with their appear­
ances as you can be with ours. In fmne­
parts of the world I have feen men of a yel­
low hue, in others of a copper colour, and all 
have the foolifh vanity to defpife their fel .... 
low creatures as infinitely inferior -to them­
felves. There indeed they entertain thefe 
conc~its-from ignorance; · but in this coun ... 
try, where the natives pretend to fuperior 
teafon, I have often wondered they could 
be influenced by fuch a prejudice. Is a 
black horfe thoLght to be inferior to a white 
,one, in fpeed, or ftrength, or c0urage ~ ls 
a· white cow thought to give more• milk, ,or 

a white 
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a white dog to have arr acuter fcent in 
purfuing the game? . On the contrary, I 
have generally found, in lmoft every coun­
try, that a pale colou in animals is confi­
dere-d as a .rn-ark of weaknefs and-,inferiority ...-· 
Why then ihould a,cernin race of men irn.a­
gine -themfelves fuperior to the refr, for the-. 
very ciraumftance they defpi[e in other: 
a-nima]s? 

But in the country where rwas born it is·i 
not only man that differs from what we fee . 
here, but every other circurnftance. Here, : 
for a confiderable part of the year, you are· 
chilled by frofts. and . fnows.r and fcarce]y, 
behold the p.refence of the fun during that;. 
gloomy feafon that is· calleJ the wintero 
With us the fun is always prefent.,, pouring. 
out light and heat,.and fcorching us with his .· 
fiercefi. bea.ms. In ·my · countr-y we know 
no difference in the- length of nights and: 
days : all are of equal • length throughout 
the year, and prefenc not that continual va- · 
riety which you fe-e here. .We have neither 
.ice,. nor froft, nor-fhow ; the trees n«'ver lofe 

.. 
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tfleii-- leaves, . and we have fruits in ·every 
feafon of the year. - Dbring feveral n1onths, 
indeed_i . we are foorched by unremitting 
heats,. which parch the ground, dry up the 
r~vers, .and affiitl: both ·men and aBim:11s with 
intolerable thirft,. In that feafon, you may 
behold lions,1 tigers, ... elephants, and a va ... 
r-iety• ?f other ferocious , anirna-1s, driven from · 
·their dark abodes. in the midil: of impene-
trable forefts, down to·· the lower grounds 
and the fides · of. _rivers·. Every night we 
hear their favage- yells>1 their cries of rage, 
and think. ourfelves fcarce.ly fafe in our cot-­
rages.. I.n this country you have redue:ed 
~ll other animals to fubjection, . ·and hav~: 
nothing to-- fear except from , each ; other . . 
You even ilielter yourfelves from the injuries , 
of the weather, in manfions that feem calcu.- · 
lated to laft for ever,. in impenetrable houfes, 
ef brick. or ftone that would have fcarcely 
any thing to fear from the whole animal, 
creation; but, with . us, a few reeds twifled 
together, ·a!nd perhaps daubed aver with­
flime or mud.,. cornpof.e ~he whole of ou11 

> dwellings •. 
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dwellings. · Yet there the innocent negr& 
would fleep as happy and contented a~ you: 
do in yom~- palaces,. provided you did not 
drag him by fraud and violence away,. and 
force him to endure all the ex.ceffes of your· 
cruelty •. 

It was in one of thefe cottages that I firfr 
remember any thing· ·of myfelf.. A few 
flakes fet · in the ground, and interwoven 
with dry reeds, covered· at top- with the· 
fpreading leaves- of the palm, compofed QUr, 
dwelling., 0-ur furniture confifred of thr-ee· 
or four earthen pipkins-, in which our foodi 
was dre:!fed ; a few mats woven with a filky,· 
kind of grafs to ferve as beds; t~e inftru­
ments with which my mother turned the- -
ground~ and· the javelin, arrows·, and lines, , 
which my. father. ufed in.fdhing or. the chace. 
1.n this country, and· many -others where I 
have been, . I obferv.e that nobody thinks ­
nimfelf happy till he · has got together a 
thoufand things· which he does. _not want; 
and can never ufe; you live in. houfes · fo i 
big that . they are fit to contain an army; 

you 
' • I 

' 
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you cover rourfelves with fuperfluous cloaths 
that reftrain a11 the motions of your bodies: 
when you :',Vant to eat, -you mutt have meat 
enough ferved up to nourifh a whole village; 
yet I have feen poor famifhed wretches 

_ ftarving at your gate, while the mafter had 
before him at leaft an hundred times as 
much as he could confome. We negroes, 
whom you treat as favages, have different 
manners and different opinions. The firft 
thing that I can remer11ber of myfelf was 
the running naked about fuch a cottage a~ 
1 have defcribed with four of my little 
brothers and fifl:ers. 1 have obferv-ed your 
children here with afronifhment: ··as foon as 
they are born, it feems to .be the ,bufinefs of 
all about them to re~der them weak, help­
_lefa, and unable to ufe any of their limbso 
The little negro, on the contrary, is fcarcely 

.. born before he learns to crawl about upon 
the ground. U nrefhained by bandage3 or 
ligatures, he comes as foon and as eafily to . 
the perfect ufe of all his organs as any of the 
beafts whic~ f urround him~ Before your 

children 
• 
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children here are taught to venture them­
fdves upon their fret,. he has the perfect 
ufe of his, and can follow his mother in her. 
daily labours. 

This I remember was my own cafe~ 
Sometimes I ufed to go with my ·mother to, 

the field ·where a.11. the women 0f the village 
were alfembled to plant rice for their fu~ . 
.fiftence. The jpyful, fongs which they. ufedJ _ 
to fing amid their toils delighte& my infant. 
ear; and-., when, their daily cafk. was ~one, 
ihey danced together- ·under the fhade of 
fpreading. palms. . ln, this n1anner did they 
raife the. fimple food which was fufficient 
f-0r thernfd ves a·nd their children; yams, a . 
. r◊-ot refe1nbling your potatoe, . Indian corn, 
and.J _above aB, rice ; to this were added the 
fruits- which nature f pontaneouOy produced 
in our woods, and the produce of the cliace · 
and fiihing. Yet with th.is we ar~ as much; 
contented as-. you are with all . your fplendid~ 
ta.bl es, and · enjoy a greater fhare of health 
and ftrength.c. As foon as the fiery heat. of 
tbe fi.m . de.cfo1ed., .. you . might . be.hold the 

rnafl:e.i:,-
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mafrer of every cottage repofing before his, 
e)Wn door,, and feafting upon. his mefs of 
ioots OF fruits,. with all his family around •. 
!fa traveller or £hanger happened to come 
from a diftant c.ountr:y,. he was welcome to! 

enter into. ever.y houfe _and £hare the provi­
fionsi Gf the family r No door. was barred, 
~g-ainft his. entrance, no furly fervant in­
folt~d him for his poverty ;, he entered! 
wherever he pleafed, fat himfolf down wich 
the family> and· then purfued his journey». 
Gr repofed.· himfelf in. q~iet till the next­
morning. ln. each of our towns there is 
generally a. large building, where the elder 
part of the fociety are accufl omed: to meet: 
in the fhade of the evening, and converfe · 
tfpon a. variety. of fubjeB:s ;. the y.ou~g and 
vigo_rous divert the,rnJel:ves wjth danc_es and· 
other paftimes,, and the children of diffe-­
i:ent ages amufo themfelves with a thoufand 
fpQt;ts . and gambols- adapted ' to their age ~.­
fo1ne ain1 their little arrows. at marks, or 
dart their light .and blunted javelins at each· 
other:,._ to . form . them(elye.s for. the e.xercifes, 

o£i< 

1 
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of war and the chace ; others wreftle naked 
upon the fand, or run in fportive races, 
with a degree of ·activity which I_ have never 
feen among the Europeans, wh-o pretend 
to be our mailers. 

I have defcribed to you th~ building of 
our houfes; fimple as they are, they an-­
f wer every purpofe of human life, and every 
man is his own architect. An hundred or 
two of thefe edifices compofe our towns, 
which are generally furrounded by lofty 
hedges of thorns to fecure us from the mid·­
night attacks of wild beafrs, with only a 
fingle entrance, which is carefully clofed 
at night. 

You talk, faid Tommy, pf wild bea.fts; 
pray have you many of them in your coun­
try? Yes, faid the black, maft:er, we have 
them of many forts, equally dreadful and 
ferocious. Firft, we have the lion, which 
I dare -fay you have heard of, and perhaps 
feen. He is bigger than the largeft maftiff., 
and infinitely itronger and more fierce; his 
paws alone are f uch, that, with a fingle 

· blo-w.,, 
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blow, he is able to knock down a man, 
and almoft :every other animal; but thefe 
paws are armed with claws fo !harp and 
dreadful, that nothing can refift their vio­
lence. When he roars, every beaft of the 
foreft betakes himfelf to flight, and even 
the ~oldeft hunter can fcarcely hear_it with ... 
out difmay. Someti1nes, the moft valiant 
of our youth affemble in bands, . arm the1n­
felves with arrows and javelins, and go to 
the chace of thefe deftructive animals. 
When they have found his retreat, they ge­
nerally make a circle round, uttering fhouts 
·and cries, and cla!hing their arms, to _rouze 
him to refifl:ance. The _ lion, mean-while, 
looks round upon his aifailants with indif-

Jere~ce or contempt; neither their number, 
nor their horrid ihouts, nor the -glitter of 
their radiant arms, can daunt him for an 
inftant. At length he beg'i.ns to la!h his 
fides with his long and nervous tail, a cer­
tain fign of rifing rage, his eyes fparkle 
with ddhucti ve fires, and, if the number 
of the hunters 'ls very great, h_e perhaps 

n1oves 
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moves fiowly on. But this he is not prr­
mitted to do; a javelin, thrown at hi1n 
from behind, wounds him in the flank, and 
.compels him to turn. Then you behold 
.him rouzed to fury and defperation; nei­
ther wounds, nor ihean1ing blood, -nor a 
triple row of barbed fpears, - can prevertt 
him from fpringing upon the daring black 
who has wounded him. Should he reach 
him, in the attack, it is certain death; but 
generally the hun'ter, who is at once con­
tending for glory and his own life, and is 
inured to danger, avoids him by a nimble 
leap, and all his companions haften to his 
affifrance. Thus is the lion prdfed and 

· wounde .. i on every fide, his rage is ineffec­
tual, and only exhaufls his firengt~ the 

- Jailer; an hundred wounds are pouring out 
his blood at one~, and at length he bites ' 
'the ground in the agonies of death, and · 
yields the victory though unconquered. 

When he is dead, he is carried back in 
triumph by the hunters, as a trophy of their 

, courage. All the village rufhes out at 
once; 
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:once; the young, the old, \Vomen ap 11 
-children, uttering joyful 1houts, ancL 1?-=-aif­
ing the valour of their champions. The 
-elders ad1nire his prodigious oze, his mighty 
limbs, his dreadful fangs, and perlups re­
peat tales of their own exploits; the women 
.feem to ~remble at their fie.tee enemy even 
in his death ; while the 1nen -compel th_eir 
children to a_pproach the monfter, and tinge 
their little weaoons in his blood. All utter .. 
joyful exclamations, and feaft~ are made in 
every houfe, to which the victors are i.n­
vited as the pr.incipal guefts. ·The(e are jn .. 
tended at 0nce to reward thofe who have 

-perforn1ed f@ gallant an achievement, and 
to encourage a fpirit of enterprize in the reft 
'Of the n1tion. 

What a dreadful kind of hunting muft 
,this be, 'faid Tommy. But I fuppofe if 
any one meets a lioil alone, it is impoffibl-e -to 
refift him. Not always, anfwered the black. 
I will tell you what I once wa!S witnefs to 
myfelf. , My father was reckoned not only 

·the moft fkilful hunter, but one of the 
braveft 
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braveft of our tribe : innumerable are the 
'Witd beafts which have fallen beneath his ~ . . 

arm. . One evening, when the inhapitants 
of the whole village were aifembled at their 
fports and dances, a monftrous lion, al­
lured, I f uppofe, by the fmell of human 
flefh, burft unexpectedly upon them, with­
out warning them of hig approach, by roar­
ing, as he commonly does. As they were 
unanned, and unprepared for defence, all 
but my father inCT:ant.ly fled trembling to 

_their huts; but he, who had never yet 
turned his back upon any beaft of the fo­
reft., dre.w from his fide a kind of knife, or 
dagger, which he conft_antly wore, and, 
placing one knee and one hand upon the 
ground, waited the approach of his terribl_e 
foe. The lion inftamly ruf11ed upon him 
with a fury not to be defcribed ; but ~y 
father received him upon the point of his 
we~pon, with fo fteady and fo compofed an 
aim, that he buried it feveral inches in his 
belly. The be aft attacked him a fecond 

. time~ and a fecond tirne recei,-ed a dread­
fu., 
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ful wound, not however without laying bare one of my father's fides with a fudden fl:roke of his claws. The reft of the village then rufhed in,-and foon difpatched the lion with innumerable wounds. 

This exploit appeared fo extraordinary, that it fpread my father's fame throughou t the whole country, and gained him the name of the undaunted hunter, as an ho­norable difiinB:ion, from the neighbour­hood.-U nder fuch a parent, it was not long before I was taught every fpecies of the chace. At firft, my father only fu f­fered 1ne to purfue fiags and other feeble ani1nals, or took me in his canoe to filho Soon, however, I was entrufred with-a bow and arrows, and placed with many other children and young men _ to defend our rice~ fields from the depredations of the river­horfe. Rice, it is neceifary to obferve, is a - plant that requires great moifiure in the foil ; all our plantations~, therefore, a,r'e'_rnacle by the fide of rivers) in the , foft ferti le fo il which is overt1owed in the 1·ainy feaion. -V 01... 11 I. 0 But, 
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But, when the grain is almoft ·r.ipe, we .are 

forced to defend it from a-variety of hurtful 
:animals, that would @i?herwife deprive us of 
.the fruits 0f ,o\lr Jabou.rs .: among thefe, one 
,of the _principal is the animal 1 1have men­
tioned. \His 'fi ze ,and bulk are immenfe~ 

1being ·twice ,the bignefs -0f the 1argeft ox 
which -I have feen in this country. He has 
four legs, which are ihort an~ thick, an 
-head of a monftrou.s magaitude, and jaws 
that are armed with teeth of a prodigious 
fize and .ftrength ; betides t-wo prominent 
tufks, which thr.eaten deftruction t0 all a.f­
fai!ants. 

But this .anirrtal~ ,though 'fo large and 
{hong, .is chiefly an inhabitant of the river, 
~here ·he Hves upon ,fifh ancj water-roots. 
It is fometimes a curious .but a •.dreadful 
;fight, -when .a ·boat is gliding over a fmootl:i . 

. part of the ft-ream., of unufual depth and 
.. dearnefa, to ,look down and behold this 
monfl:rous , creature travelling .along the 
,bottom feveral yards below the furface. 
Whenever this happens., the boatman in-

il:antly 
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flant~y paddles another way; for fuch is 
the ftrength of the creature> that he is able 
to overfet a bark of moderate fize by rifing 
under it, or to tear out a plank with his 
fangs, and expofe thofe who are in it to the 
dangers of an unexpected ihipwreck. All 
the day he chiefly hides himfelf in the water, 
and preys upon fiib; but, during the gloom 
of night, he i!fues from the river, and in­
va4es th_e fields of ·ftanding corn, which he 
would foon lay defolate, were he not driven 
back by the fhoµts and cries of thofe who 
are ftationed to defend them.. At this 
work had I affifi:ed fevera1 f ucceffive nights, 
till we were almoft wearied with watching. 
At length, one of the mofl: enterp,rizing of 
our young men propofed that we !hould no 
longer content ourfdves with driving back 
the enemy,--- but boldly attack him, and pu­
nifn him for his t~merity. With this pur .. 
pofe, we concealed ourfelves in a conve­
nient f pot till we had feen one of the river­
horfes iff ue from the water, and advance a 
confiderable way int_o our plantations: . then 

--- 0 2 • we 

,. 
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we rufhed "fron1 OU~ hiding-place with fu­
ri-ous fhouts and cries, and endeavoured to 
intercept his return : but the beaft, con­
fiding in his fuperior ftrength, advanced 
fl-owly on, fuarling horribly, and gnafhing 
his dreadful tufks; and in this manner he 
opened his way through the thickeft of our 
battalions. In vain we poured upon him 
on every fide our darts and arrows and 
every miffive weapon; fo well defended was I ~ 

he in an impenetrable hide, that every wea-
pon either rebounded as fr01n a wall, or 
glanced a:fide· without in the leaft annoying. 
At length, one of the boldeft of our youth · 
advanced unguardedly upon him, and en­
deavoured to wound him from a ihorter 
diftance; but the furious - beaft, ruihing 
upon hi1n with an unexpected degree of 
fwifcnefs, ripped up his ·body with a fingle , 
flroke of his enorn1ous tufks, and then, 
feizing him in his furious jaws, lifted up his 
rnangled body as if in triumph, and crufhed 
him into a ~leeding and pro1nifcuous mafs. 
Fear infrantly feized upon our con1pany; 

alJ 
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all involuntarily retreated, and feemed in­
clined ~o quit the unequal combat; all but 
myfelf, who, enflamed with grief and rage 
for the lofs of my companion, determined 
either to revenge his death, or periih in the 
attempt. Seeing, therefore, that it was in 
vain to attack hitn in the ufoal manner, T 
chofe the fharpeft arrow, and fitted it to the 
bow-fb-ing; then, with a cool, unterrifi ed 
aim, obferving the animal that rnoved 
nimbly on to the river, I difcharged it full 
at his broad and glaring eye-ball with fuch 
fuccefs, that the barbed point penetrated 
even to his brain) and 'the monfter fell ex­
piring to the ground. 

This act:ion, _magnified beyond its deferts, 
gained me univerfal applaufe throughout 
the ha1nlet: I was from that time looked 
upon as one _of the 1noft valiant and fortu .. 
nate of our youth. The in1menfe body of 
the monfi:er which I had f1ain was cut to 
pieces, and borne in triumph to the villao-e. 

b 
All the -young . wo1nen receiv\d · me with 
foi~gs of joy and congratulation ; the young 

0 3 , rnen 
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men adopted me as their leader in every 
·hazardous expedition, and the elders ap­
plauded me with fuch exprefiions of efteem 
as filled my ignorant heart with vanity and 
exultation. 

But, w,hat was more agreeable to me 
than all the reft> 1ny father received me 
with tranfport, and, preffing me to his bo­
fom with tears of joy, told me, that now 
he could die ,with pleafure, fince · I ha<l ex­
ceeded his• mo.~ fanguine expectations. J,, 
faid he,. have not lived inactive, or inglo­
rious; I have transfixed the tiger with my 
ib'afts ; I have, thou2:h alone, attacked the .._, 

lion in his rage, the terror df the woods,_ 
the fiercel1 of animals ; even the elephant 
has been compelled . to turn his back and 
fly before my javelin: but never" in the 
pride of rpy youth and ihength, did I 
achieve fuch an exploit as this.- He then 
went into his cabin and brought fozth the· 
bow and fatal arrows whi€h he was accuf­
tomed to 1:Jfe in the chac-e. 'I'ake the1n,, 
take them, faid he,, my fon1 and refcue-

my 
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my weaker arm from a burthen which it is, 

no longer deftined. to fuftain... Age is now 

ereeping,on; m-y blood begins to cool, . my 

finews flack.en, and 1 am no longer equal 

to the tafk of fupporting the glories of our 

race. That care fhaH now be thine, and· 

with a firn1er hand !halt thou henceforth 

nfe thefe weapons againft the beafrs of the 

foreft and . the enemies of our ~ountry. 

Such was the account which the negroi 

·gave to Ton1my, in different converfations," 

·of his birth and education. His curiofa:y 

was gratified with the recital, af\d his heait 

expanded in the fame prop01:tion· that his 

knowledge improved. He refletled, with1 

fha1ne and contempt, upon _the ridiculous 

prejudices he had once entertained; he: 

learned to confider all men as hi.s brethren­

and equals;. and the foolifh difrinEtions 

which pride had formerly fuggefted were 

gradually obliterated from'his mind. . Such- , 

a change in ,hi; fentiments rendered him· 

more 1nild, more obliging, ; more engaging: 

0 =4 iliaw 
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than ever; he became the delight of all the · 
family; and· Harry, aithough he had al­
ways loved him, now knew no limits to his affection. 

One day he was furprized by an unex­
pelted viG.t from his father, who 1net him 
with open arms, and told hi1n, thar--he was 
now come to take him back- to his owa 
houfe. . I have heard, faid he, fuch an ac­
·count of your prefept behaviour, that the 
paft is intire1y forgotten, and I begin tQ 
glory in owning you for a fon. He then 
embraced him with the tranfports of an af-. 
fecrionate father who indulges the ftrongefr­
fentiments of his heart, 6-µt fentiments he. had long been .forced to refirain. Tommy 
returned his careifes with genuine warmth, 
but with a degree of refpect and humility he had once been little accufl:omed to ufe. 
I will accompany you home, fir, faid he, 
with the greateft readinefs; for I wifh to fee 
my mother, and hope to give her fome fa~ 
tisfaction by n1y future behaviour. You 
have both had too 1nuch to _ c-omplain of in 

. ·. .. the 
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the paft ; and I am unworthy of fuch af­

feB:ionate parents. He then turned hjs face 

afide, and fhed a tear of real virtue and gra­
titude, which he infi:a:ntly wiped away as 

~rnworthy the compofure and fortitu<le of 
his new character. 

But, fir, added he,. I hope you will not 
object to my detaining you a little longer, 

while I retu~n my acknowledgements to aU 
the family., and take my leave of Harry. 

Surely, fai.d Mr. Merton> you can entertain 

no doubt upon that fubjecr : and, to give 

you every opportunity of difcharging all 

your duties to a family,, to which you owe· 

fo much, I intend to take a dinner with 
Mr. Sandford, whom I now fee coming 

home, and then returning with. you 1n the 

evening. 
At this - inftant farmer Sa·n·dford ap-­

proached, and very ·refpell:fulJy, faluting 
Mr. Merton~ invited him to walk in. But 

Mr. Merton, after returning his civility, 

drew him afide as if he had forne private 

bufinefs to communicate. When they wer-e 

0 5 a-lone,. 
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-alone, he 1nade him every A acknowledge­
ment that gratitude could f uggeft; but 
words, added Mr. Merton, are very infuf­
ficient to return the favours L~ave received;; 
fot it is to your ex.cellent family,.. together 
with the virtuous Mr. Barlow,. that I owe 
the prefervation of my fon.. Let me, tj1~re-­
fore, intreat you to accept of what this 
pocket-book contains, as a flight proof of 
my fentifnents, and lay it out in whatever 
1nanner you pleafe, _for the advantage of 
your family .. 

-Mr. Sandford,. who was ·a man both of 
fenfe· and humour, took the book, and,. . 
-examining the inflde, found that it con­
tained bank-notes to the a-mount of Jome· 
hundred pounds. He then carefully fht1t 
it up again, and, teturning it to Mr .. Mer­
·t on, told him that he wa-s infinitely obliged 
to him for the ge.nerofity w11ich prompted 
·him to fuch a princely atl: ; -but, as to the 
prefent jrfelf~ he muft not be offended if he 
,declined it.• Mr. Merton, ftill more afto­
:nifhed at-fuch .difintereftednefs, preifed him 

• with 
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with every argument he - could think of; 
he defired him to confider tne ftate of his­
family ·; his daughters unprovided for; · his 

fon himfelf, with difpoGtions that might· 
adorn a . d1rone, brought up to labour; and 
his -own advancing- age, which de1nanded­
eaJe and r-efpite,. and .. an ,increafe of the con-­
~eniencies of life~-
. And what, , replied : tne honeff farmer, is 
it, but thefe convenienci@s· of. life,. that .are: 
the ruin of all the nation ·?. When I was a·~ 
y-0ung· 1nan; Mafter Merton, .. and . that is , 

near ·forty years ago, '.. people in my- con-­
dition thought.of nothing: but doing theirr 
duty to-God and man, .and labouring_ hard: 
this _. brought down a. bleffing upon , their · 
heads,; and . made.- them thrive. in all their 
worldly concerns, . When r was a boy, 1 

farmers did: not. lie droning in bed as they 

do now till fix,or feven; . my father, , I be-- -

lieve,i was . as good a; judge. of bufinefs as. 

any in · the: neighbourhood, . and tu _ned as· 
ftraight, a furrow · as . any,>ploughman in . the · 
county- of D.evon -; that filver cup, which I 

0 6· intend 
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intend to have the honour of drinking your 
h_ealth -out of to-day at dinner, that very 
cup was won py him ~t the great ploughing• 
1natch near Axminfter.-\V ell, my father 
11fed to fay, that a farmer was not worth a 
farthing that" was not in the field by four; 
and my poor dear mother too, the beft-4 
temyered wo1~an in the world, !he always 
began milking exactly at five; and if a 
fingle foul was to _be found in bed after four 
in fumme.r, you might have heard her from 
one end of the farm to the other.-! would 
not difparage any body; or any thing; my 
good fir; but .thofe were times indeed; . the 
wo1nen, then, knew fon1ethi·ng about the 
management of an houfe: it reaJJy was quite 
a pleafure 'to hear my poor mother leclure 
the fervants; and the men were men, in­
deed; pray, did you ever hear the ftory of 
µ1y father's being ~t Truro, and throwing 
the famous Cornifh wreftler, fquinting 
Dick the miner? 

Mr~ Merton began to be convi-nced, that, 
'f.1hatev~r other qualities good l\1r. Sand­

ford 

I 



SANDFORD AND MERTON. 3e>s 

ford might have, he did not excel in bre­
vity-; and therefore endeavoured in frill 
ftronger terrns tu overco1ne the delicacy of 
the farmer, and prevail upon him to accept 
his prefent. 

But the good farmer purfued- his point 
thus ;. Thank you, thank you, my dear fir, 
a thoufand times, for your good will; 
but, as to the . money, I n1ufl: beg your 
pardon if I perfift in refufing it. Formerly, 
fir, as I was faying, we were all happy and 
healthy, and our affairs profpered, becaufe 
we ne'ver thought about the conveniencies 
of life: now, I hear of nothing elfe. One 
neighbour, for I will not mention names, 
brings his fon· up to go a fhooting with 
gentlemen ; another fends his to market 
upon a blood horfe, with a plated bridle; 
and then the girls, the girls !-There is fine 
work, indeed ; they muft have their hats · 
and feathers, and riding-habits; their heads 
as big as bufhels, and even their hind­
quarters ftuck out with cork or pafteboard; 
1:rut fcarcely one of them.can milk a cow, 

or 
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er churn,; or bake,, or do any- one thing­
that is neceffary in a· family; fo . that unlefs 
the government wiH fend them all to this 
new fettlement,; which · I have heard (o· 
much-,of,. and bring us a cargo of plainr 
honefi:. h9ufewives, who have never beeh at,· 
~oarding.;.fchools, I. cannot conceive · ho.~­
we farmers are to get wives .. 

Mr. Merton faughed· very heartily at 'this< 
faff y, , and. told him,. that h_e would venture.­
to affert it was not fo at Iiis houfe .~Not. 
quite fo bad, indeed,. fai-d the farmer; my 
wife was bred up undeli a notable motherr 
and, though ihe muft have· her· tea-every. 
afternoon, is, . in the 1nain,, a very. good fort· 
ofwoman. She has brought her daughters 
up a little better than ufual; but l can af­
fure you fht! and I Have had: ma:ny a good\ 
argument upon the fubjecl:. Not but fhe:· 
approves their milking, fpinning, and mak- ­
ing;the111felv-es ufoful; but fhe would' fain1 
h~v.:e them - genteel, M•after Merton: · alr 
women Bow are mad after gentility; and.,, 
when once gentility b~gi-ns, . there i-s an end · 

of 
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0f ind uftry. Now, were they to hear of 
fuch a furn as you have generoufiy offered~ 
there would be no-peace in the houfe. My 
wenches-, inftead of Deb and Kate, would 
be Mifs Deborah and Mifs -Catharine; in a, 
little time,. they rnuft be fent to boarding­
fchool, to learn French and mufic,., and 
wriggling about the room. And, when. 
they come back,. who muH: boil the pot, or 
make the pudding,. or f weep the houfe, or 
ferve the pigs ?-Did you ever hear of Mifs 
Juliana,, or Mifs Harriet,, or. 'Mifs Caro­
lina, doing f uch vulgar things ?. 

Mr. Merton was very much ftruek wit& 
the honeft farmerrs method of exptelling 
himfelf,, and cot1!d not help internaUy ··al­
lowing the truth of his reprefentations. ;' yet 
he ftiU preifed him to accept his prefent, 
and reminded him of the· improvement of 
-hi$ farm: 

Thank you again, and ag.ain, r.eplied the 
farmer;. hut the ,whole genera~ion of the· 
Sand{ords have been brought TIP to labour 
with their own hands for thefe hundred 

years; 
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years ; and, during all that time, there ha.s­
not been a dillioneft perf on, . a gentle1nan, 
or a mad1nan amongft us. And fuall I be 
the firft to break the cuftoms -of the family., 
and perhaps bring down a curfe on all our 
heads ?-What could I have more, if I 

• were a lord, or a macaroni., as I think you 
call them ?-I have plenty of viB:mds and 
work, good firing, cloaths, a wann houfe, 
a little for the poor, and, between you and 
I, fomething, perhaps, in a corn~r to fet. 
my children off with, if they behave well.. 
-Ah ! neighbour, neighbour, if you did 
but know the pleafure of holding plough 
after a good team of horfes,. and then go.ing­
tired to bed, perhaps you'd wiih to hav.e 
been brought up a fan11er too·.~But in one 
word, as well as a thouf.and, I .!hall never 
forget th~ extraordinary kindnefs of your 
offer; but, if you would not ruin a whole· 
family of innocent people that 'love you, 
ev'n confent to leave us as we ar€. 

Mr. Merton t:Iien feeing the fixed deter,. 
mination of the farmer, and feeling_ the 

juftice 
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juftice -of his coarfe but ftr.ong 1norality, 
was obliged, however relucl:a~tly, to de­
fift ; and Mrs. Sandford coming to invite 
them to dinner, he entered the houfe, and 
paid his refpecl-s to the family. 

After the cloth was removed, and Mr. 
Sandford had twice or thrice replenifhed his 
filver mug, the only piece of finery in his 
houfe, little Harry came running in, with 
fo much alacrity and heedleffnefsJ that he 
tore Mifs Deborah's beft apron, and had 
nearly precipitated Mifs Catharine's ne-w· 

- cap into the fire, for which the young 
ladies and his 1nother rebuked him with 
fome acrimony. But Harry, after begging 
pardon with his ufoal good humour, cried, 
Father, father, here is the prettieft tea111 of 
horfes, all matched, and of a colour, with 

, / 

new · harnefs, the moft complete I ever faw 
in 1ny life; and they have flopped at our 
back--door, and the man fays · they are 

\ 

brought for you. Farmer Sandford was 
juft then in the middle of his hiftory of the 
ploughing-match at Axtninfter; but the 

r~lation 
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relation of his fun had fuch an involuntary· 
effect upon him, that he ftarted up, over ... 
fet the liquor and the table, and, 1naking 
an hafty apology to Mr. Merton,, ran out 
to fee thefe wonderful horfes. 

_ Prefently he returnerl,. in equal admira-
tion with his fon.. Mafter Merton, faid he~ 
.I did not think y01::1 had be-en fu good a 
judge of an horfe~ I foppofe they are a 
new purchafe, which you want to have my 
opinion upon ; and, I can affure you, they­
are the . tn1e Suffolk forrels, the firft breed 
<i>f working horfes in tfie k1ngdom; and 
thefe are fome of the beft of their kind .. 
Such as they,are, anfwered Mr. Merton,, 
they a-re yot1rs ; and I cannot think, after 
the obligations l an1 under to your family, 
that you will do me fo ,,great a difpleafure 
as to i;efufe.. Mr. Sandford ftood for fome 
time in mute a..fl:onifhment; but, at length,. 
he was begin!Jing the civ:ileft fpeech J1e 
could· think of to refu(e fo great a prefent, 
when Tommy coming up, took ·him by 
the hand-,, and beg&ed. him not to deny to · 

his, 
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his father and himfeif the fi.tft favour they 

had ever afked. Befides,. faid he,. this 

prefent is lefs ·to yourfelf than to little­

Harry ; and,. furely, after having lived fo 

long in your family, you 'Vill not turn me 

out with difgrace,, as if I had miibehaved., 

-Here Harry himfelf interpofed, and, 
confidering lefs the value of the prefent 

than the feelings and intentions of the giver>­
he took his• father by the hand., and be­

fought him to oblige mafter Merton and 

his father.. Were it any one elfe, I would 

not fay a word,. added he; but I know the· 
generoG:ty of Mr. Merton, and the good­

nets of mafter Tommy fo well., that they 

wi11 receive more pleafu-re fro1n giving,, 
than you from taking the horfes. Though,, 

I mufr co-nfefs, they are fuch as would do, 

credit to any body;. and they beat farmer 

Knowles'·s all to nothing, which have long, 

been reckoned the beft team in all the-. 
country .. ~ 

This laft reflection, Joined with all that 

had prece_ded,, overcame the delicacy 'of 
Mr6 
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Mr.- Sandford; and he at length confented 
to order the horfes to be led into his ftables. , 
And now Mr. Merton, having made the 
mott affetl:ionate acknowledgements to all 
this worthy and happy family, among whom 
he did not forget the honeft black, whom \ 

he promifed to provide for, fummoned his 
fon to accompany him home. 'f omrny 
arofe, and, with the fincerefl: gratitude, 
bade adieu to Harry and all the refl. I 
!hall not be long without you, faid he to 
Harry ; to your example I owe moft of the 
little_ good that I can boaft; you have 
taught me how much better it is to be ufe­
ful than rich or fine; how much more ami­
able to be good than to be great.-Should I 
be ever te1npted to relapfe, even for -an in-· 
Hant, into any of my fonner habits, I will 
return hither for inftrutlion ; and I hope 
you will again receive me. Saying this, 
he 1hook his friend I-I arry affetl:ionately by 
the hand, and, with watery eyes, accqtn­
panied his father home. 

THE END, ...... 
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