
i^»i AWvtf TownLeopard) ■

Tla.Y of

SIEMIIA LEONE
and the

Tar ts avja cent.

le^uJiyc

IMI)C( XC IV

Sbilr iff TnqlLdi Milr.s
dFurlo/up

fhr ' Hanc^^.
ijirUiAt

i^Natlve ^
Towfi

PIti/itatwn

Tasso It' ^
'/^hclciufiiuj to UicBritUh
f » Slavt I'achfi v 'f

If O O 1)

1» Native Town
’

iM*jL

7b WO

%r >!' ^ ^
.,8* *-.*

Dcanls^
%&// ' Town

-t

Vibrin Point

{• Native Town
r Lkillcil l\ilo'n atot

yfi Vi/t/JA'.

- fiAy,\^^r'i\j/ic2(fwo oftJie hioi/ of
*

Uie linvnuoey (hwiitp whUt woJo/hM
Sierra Leone .

[sierra Le6ii %mJ\obunne

tor the inc^^x
Of'thi.

RT F K R t: XV E .

a. Land n\^A-y 'd tor Dink Yard.

h.Land rM’jfd to die i/i/mbdante tft

Pa Maquoilr Town .

e .(htnpanvs PLaitatiou with Ahauiae^'s
Home .(dwiary No. on du: Jhdloiw \
Silore .

Ondie LsLuu! of(iwidfia tJietr war

la/elit n Fiuicti JTai'c Fact/frvdfat it
ir now aban/iontil.

iyenuL or
'^dior2)ominifcxTo\vn

wiUiy Jowf^k

7own of
r.V Riaurwax ’

'^^Gamhui 1
Eto n

tAfX Xt

/i /i.it'r Xi'iitf

Xttf'd. Lomburd. \re-ondon:Putliehod f J.Phdtip'. eccrac



SUBSTANCE

or THK

Report

UELIVEREI) BY THK

COURT OF DIRECTORS

OF

SIERRA LEONE COMPANY,

TO THE

■GENERAL COURT OF PROPRIETORS^

On TliurfJay the j.7th March,

1794.

'LONDON :

'/RiMTED BV James Phillip:., cioticu
LOMUARI) STRKKTi

M. 1>CC. r. CIT.



AT a General Court of the Sierra Leone Company, held
at the Paul’s Head Tavern, in Cateaton Street,
London, on Thurfday the zyth day of March, 1794.

PRESENT,

HENRY THORNTON, Efq. in the Chair,
Several Members of the Court of Direftors,
And between One and Two Hundred of the Proprietors.

The Minutes of the laft General Court of the 30th day of
May, 1793, were read and confirmed.

A Report from the Court of Directors was then read, of
which the following is the fubHasce.



SUBSTANCE OF THE REPORT, &c.*

ABOUT two years having elapfed fince
the prefent colony at Sierra Leone was fet on foot, the
Direftors of the Sierra Leone Company think it proper
to give in this report a brief hiftory of its progrcfs, up
to the prefent time: they will then lay before the Court
an account of the expences which have been incurred,
and of the general finances of the Company; and they
will afterwards enter into a more particular defcription
of the prefent fituation of the fettlement, arranging their
information under the four following heads; Health,
Trade, Cultivation, and Civilization.

IN order to introduce the-lhort hiftory that is propofed,
it may be proper to bring again to the recolleftion of the
proprietors fome circumftances antecedent even to the
formation of the prefent colony.

In the year 1787, a number of gentlemen fubfcribed a
few thoufand pounds, as a fund for aflifting fome hundreds
of deftitute blacks, then in London, to fettle at Sierra
Leone, where they had procured from the native chiefs
the ceffion of a confiderable diftriff of land for that pur-
pofe : government very liberally feconded thefe views, by
taking upon itfelf the expence of tranfporting the blacks
thither, and of fupplying them with necefl'aries during
the firfl fix or eight months of their rcfidence in Africa.

* It may be proper to obferve, tl'.ut confiderable additions have
been made to the Report read to the General Court, chiefly in
conl'et^ueiu e of information < btained irom tlie Gov( rnor ot Sierra
Leone, vvho arrived in tngland loon alter the General Court svas
held; and a Map of Sierra Leone and its nei|!;hbourhood obtained
by his afllflance is annexed. The printii ;^ ol the Report has ne-
ctiVarily been ddaved on this account.

A 2 RIt
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It might naturally be expected that perfons of this de-
fcription crouded together on fliipboard, would be very
unhealthy, and the event did but too well juftify the
luppofition. The number of them that left England was
4.'jc, of whom 84 died during their detention in the
channel, or on the pallage ; and hear a hundred rtiore
fell viftims either to their own intemperance, or to the
hardihips they were expofed to during the fird: rainy
feafon. The remainder of this body of men, after having
built themfelves a town, and improved gradually in their
circumftances, were difperfed in the year 1790, on
account of their being involved (though not through
tlieir own fault) in the confequences of a difpute between
the natives and the crew of a Britilli veltel, who had fet
lire to the town of a neighbouring Chief; they were
again united in the year 179J, through the interference
of the Sierra Leone Company’s Agent, and fixed them¬
felves in Granville Town, which is about two or three
miles dillant from Free Town, the Company’s pre.fent
chief fettlement.

When the Aft of Parliament had palled for incor¬
porating tire Sierra Leone Company, ahd a confiderable
capital appeared likely to be raifed for carrying on the
undertaking, the Direftors had an opportunity of ren¬
dering, as they conceived, a very important fervice to
the colony, by the acquifition of an additional number of
free black colonills, acquainted with the Englilh lan¬
guage, and accutlomed to labor in hot cliihates. A
delegate from a body of Nova ScOtia blacks, fuppofed to
amount to a few hundred, was then in England,who
reprefented that the perfons who fent him hither had
migrated to Nova Scotia at the end of the -American
war, having received from government certain proniifes of
lots of land, which had never been-llriftly fulfilled; that
both the foil, and the climate of Nova Scotia, as well as

many other circumllances in their fituation, were com¬
plained of by them, and that many of them vVere defirous
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df BfecdriJirig colcmifls at the wlifth tittfy uridfer-
Hood \v4s likely to be made at Sierra Leone.

Th'6 Dir6^tors corrciirred With the J)el6gate in applying
(o his IVfajefty’s Minifiers fot a paflage for them at the
expence of government, and having obtained a favourable
dnl\Ver to their application, they immediately availed them-
felves of the fervices of Lieut. Cl'arkfon, who veryhahd-
Ibmely ofFeted to go to No^a Scotia, in order to make the
neceflary propofals, and to fuperifrtend thO Oolledling and
bringing over of fuch free blacks to Sierra Leone, as
ihight bO willing to migra'tO. Air thO particulars of th»
terms On Which the Company engaged to receive them
into the colony were contained in a printed declaration,,
of which the follovVin'g is a copy ;

" The Sierra LeOne Company, willing to receive into
their colony fCich free bla!cks as are able to produce to-
their agents Lieutenant Clarklbh, of his Majelly’s

“ navy, and Mr. Lalwrence HartlhOin, of Halifax, or
* either of them, fatisfaftory teftimonials of their cha-

rafter,, (more particularly as. to honefty, fobriety, and.
induftry) think it proper to notify, in an explicit

“ manner, upOn what terms they will receive at Sierra
Leone thole who bring with them' written certificates

“ of "approbatio'n from either of the faid agents, which
“ certificate they are hereby refpeftively authorifed to
“ grant Or withhold at diferetion.

“ It is therefore declared by the Company, that every
free black, upon producing fuch a certificate, lhall
have a grant of not. lefs than twenty acres of land lor
himfelf, ten for his wife, and five for every child,
upon- fUcli: terms, and fubjeft to fuch charges and

“ oblfgatiohs,' with a view to the general prol'perity of
the Company, as lhall hereafter be fettled by the
Company, in relpeft to thfe grants of la.hd to be made

“ by them to all feeders, whether black or white.
“ That for all llores and provifions, Sec. lupplied from

“ the Company’s warehoufes, the Company lliall receive
“an
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an equitable compenfation, according to fixed ruIe3J^.
extending to blacks and whites indifcriminately.
“ I’hat the civil, military, perfonal, and commercial

** right and duties of blacks and whites ftiall be the fame,,
“ and fecured in the fame manner.

“ And for the full alTurance of perfonal proteftion from
“ flavery to all fuch black, fettlers, the Company have
“ fubjoined a claufe contained in the AtSt of Parliament,
“ whereby they are incorporated, viz.

** Provided alfo, and be it further enabled, that it
lhall not be lawful for the faid Company, either
diredlly or indirectly, by itfelf or themfelves,.

“ or by the agents or fervants of the faid Com-
pany, or otherwife, howfoever, to deal or traiRck

“ in the buying or felling of flaves, or in any
“ manner whatever to have, hold, appropriate or
“ employ any perfon or perfons in a Hate of
“ fiavery in the fervice of the faid Company.”

“ Given under our hands,. London, the fecond day
“ of Auguft, 1791.

“ Henry Thornton-, Chairman Jofeph Hardco.Jih
“ Philip, Sanfotn, D. Chairman “ Thomas Clarkjon
“ Charles Middleton. “ Vicheris Taylor
“ William Wdberforce “ William Sanford
“ Granville Sharp. “ Thomas Eldred
'• yohn Kingston “ George Wo.jy
“ Samuel Parker

“ N.B. For the convenience of thofe who are pof-
“ felTed of property which they, cannot difpofe of before
“ their departure,, the Company will authorife an agent,
“ who,, on receiving from any proprietor a fufhcient
“

power for that purpofe, (hall fell the fame for his
“ benefit, and remit the purchafe money, through the
“ hands of the Company, to fuch proprietor at Siena
■“ Leone.”

The:
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The number of Nova Scotians who were willing td

embark for Sierra Leone, proved, to the great furprife
of the Diredors, to be no lefs than 1196. The acceffion
of fo large a body of people could not fail to produce
many important confequences, and to give, in fome
meafure, a new charafter to the whole undertaking.

The Direftors turned their attention, in the firft place,
to the fupply of the immediate wants of thefe numerous
colonifts ; and they, at the fame time, brought forward a
plan for the enlargement of the Company’s capital,
which was raifed to the fum of £ zs$>2So, a consider¬
able portion of it having been fubfcribed after the intel¬
ligence from Nova Scotia was received.

The lirll veffel fent out Ly the Company from England,
reached Sierra Leone in February 1792, and fhe was
foon followed by two other velTels from hence, one of
them carrying a confiderable number of paffengers. There
went out in all, by thefe (hips, rather more than 100
white perfons, of whom about 40 were Company’s fer-
t^ants, or artificers, at a yearly falary; 10 were fettlers ;
i6 were foldiers; and between 30 and 40 were women
and children.

In the fucceeding month the Nova Scotia fleet arrived,
confifting of 16 veflels, from which there were landed
1131 blacks, many of them labouring under the effefts
of a fever firft contrafted in Halifax, of which 65 had
died during the paflage. Mr. Clarkfon, whofe humanity
had led him to embark on board the holpital fhip, had
alfo narrowly efcaped with his life, from a violent attack
of the fame diforder; he was extremely weak and ill
when he landed at Sierra Leone, and he recovered very
flowly.

After two or three weeks delay, ariling from a palaver
(or council) of the natives which however ended favour¬

ably
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icr the ,Company, tte icite jon vvj^ch tlip !^rJ0: l?o3y

■of blacki I’ept from hfixice had originally fettled \yajS
pitched upon as the ipoft proper Ipot for the intended
fettlcment. I he l^nd on which the tow^ was to fland
was cleared in a few weeks more by the united laljor of
the Nova Scotians, and the leveraj ilreets having beeti
firft marked out by the furveyor, they then began to
ere<3: each hir himfelf a hnall temporary hut, ufuxg tha
common materials pf t^ie country, except that the flooring
jvas furniflied in fonae cafes by deals from hence. The
colonifts proceeded widi the utmoll eagernefs in thj^
work, for they feared left they fliotdd he overtaken hy
the rains, which might be expeded to compawce fn Je^
than two months the time of tJteir he^hmipg tp
build. The town was named Freetown, in con¬

sequence df an infix-VKSion feint out to .this puxppfe.
The Diredlors, ^w^te of t;he (da^iger to tyhich it was

polflble d^at many of the fcttlers might he .expofed i^roug^
the want of fufficient Shelter during >the firft rnmy feafon,
thought it a point pf duty to purchafe and fend put the
York, a fhip of S^o tpns, fitted up with a mew to their
accommodahon, wlftch they Ipafted with vmious ftore.^^
,as well ii,s .frames of houfes m>d materials for building;
they confidered that, belides carrying out a .large .cargo,
ihe Serve as n Receptacle for thofe whofe houfes
mme huflailhed, or as. an ho^ftalfor the ficlc, and tuight
.afterwards .be converted Rnto ja ftpreboufe ^or the Cdrn-
pany. She arrived m^eed tpd l^te tp-be,of apy apyautage
to lihe colony during the chief part .pf ;the flckly feafpp,
having been driyen hack hy ,a ^^tey iepyiiag Eng¬
land : fhe proy-ed howeyer pf ,vpry confida:ame ,ufe
afterwards, botjh as a ftorehoufe and hpating fa^ry, as
well as in facilitming ;]pS^ng .^,4 ^unloading .pf other
veflels; and Ihe was alfo, for fome time, the place pf
refidence for many fervants of the Company,

The precautions taken by the iPirp<ftors, an4 thp early
w^ftits Uberal fupply pf peepftaries fentouthy -them,

unhappily
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unnappily were not effeftual in preventing a confiderable
mortality during the firft rainy feafon. The rains began
about the third week in May ; many fettlers houfes were
not completed, the Company’s ftorehoufe was but im-
perfeftly built, and their fcrvants, efpecially thofe of the
lower order, were accommodated extremely ill: the fol-
diers alfo were liable, from various caufes, to be much
expofed, and the few fettlers who went from England,
Were leafl: of all prepared to meet the impending diffi¬
culties of a rainy feafon. Perhaps the high degree of
health which almoft univerfally prevailed at the period
antecedent to the rains, by creating too much confidence
in the goodnefs of the climate, efpecially among the
Europeans, might occafion forae flacknefs in making the
necefiary preparations.

It is obvious from this general view of the flow progrefs
of the colony, that no attempt could as yet have been

■ made to Purvey and mark our the promifed lots of land,
the building of a temporary town having hitherto en-
grofl'ed nearly the whole attention both of the Nova Scotians
and of the Company’s fervants; nor had any fteps worthy
of being mentioned been as yet taken with a view to
commerce, though, through the miftaken advice of the
Company’s commercial agent, fome goods for trade had
been fent out by the very firfl fhips.

The Directors think they ought not to conceal from
the Proprietors, that a confiderable degree of milunder-
ftanding had prevailed, antecedent to this period, between
the Governor and the Council, and that to their in¬
efficiency during the firft three or four moft important
months, a part at leaft of the fubfequent calamity is evi¬
dently to be traced.

Eight of the principal fervants had been nominated
to be members of the council, and all the inferior officers
had been enjoined to pay the fame obedience to their
orders which they owed to the Court of Dircdlors them-
felves. The office of Governor having become vacant

B at



at tTie time when the firfl fhip failed, Mr. Clarfcfon, who
had given great fatisfaftion by his conduft in Nova
Scotia, was requefted to fill the fituaition till a fucceflbr
Ihould be appointed, and he had the calling vote in
council.

The Direflors, alarih^d by the evident want of order
and energy betrayed even by the firll accounts, adopted
the temporary expedient of throwing the whole refpon-
fibility on Mr, Clarkfon, giving him permilfion at the
fame time to aflume the whole power. Whether the
Directors erred in dividing the authority among fo many
as eight perfons, or whether the blame brelonged more
properly to the Governor and Council, it is not perhaps
material now to canvas. The Dire(Jlors acquit the body
of acting counfellors of all wilful mifcondufl, with the ex¬
ception indeed of one perfon detained in their employ, but
not Originally appointed by them, whofe knowledge of
the natives and of the country made him appear a perfon
of importance at the outfet of the undertaking, but whofe
habits of intoxication, idlenefs, and irregularity, as well
as want of accuracy in his information, are neceffary to
be mentioned as one chief caufe of the firll difficulties of
the colony, and of the firll commercial difappointmente
of the company. It is partly to be afcribed to the
extraordinary negledlof this perfon (whom it was the duty
of the Governor and Council to diredl and control) that
the colony was not fupplied with any frelh provilions
before the fickly feafon arrived. The Company’s Ihips
were not employed for this purpofe as was diredled to be
done, and the original body of inllruftions to the Gover¬
nor and Council, drawn up by the Court of Dircftors and
read to the Proprietors, received little or no confideration
till long after this period. Confufion in the accounts,
in the llores, in the government, in the information
fent home, and in the operations of every kind prevailed ;
and this confufion not only tended to aggravate in many
ways the dillrefs of the fickly feafon, but it ought, per-
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haps, to be ftated as one principal occallon of the ex¬
traordinary mortality.

The Direftors by no means make thefe obfervations
with any perfonal views, but they think it their duty,
when they are dating the material events that have hap¬
pened, to declare alfo their own impartial opinion of the
caufes which have led to them: and as all the didrelTes
and difficulties of the colony were during the firft rainy
feafon at their height, they think it proper to be veiy
particular in their defcription both of the antecedent
date of things, and of this calamitous period itfelf. The
difference, and indeed the contraft, that has been ex-

peri^ced between the firft and fecond rainy feafons,
enables them to do this without fear either of greatly dif-
piriting the proprietors or difcrediting the undertaking.

The ficknefs was the moft fevere and alarming at the
beginning of the rains: about 800 blacks were fuppofed
to be laid up at one tiipe, and very few paffed through
the whole of this trying feafon without fome indifpofitioa.
The diforder, which was the fever common to hot cli¬
mates, while it affefled in different degrees the blacks
and whites almpft ihdifcriminately, proved much the
moft fatal to the Europeans, and efpecially to thofe
living on Ihore, among whom the mortality was at one
time fuch as to excite reafonable apprehenfions concerning
the pfaflicability of the whole undertaking in the minds
of any perfons riot well actjuainted with the peculiar cir-
cumftances of the cafe.

In the height of the ficknefs, all the medical perfons,
with but one exception, were laid up, fo that a few of
the chief fervants only could be properly attended The
ftorekeepers living in a damp ftorehoiife, were fome of
the firft vifiims; increafing difficulty and confufion in the
delivery of the ftores was the confequence ; a retail fhop
had not yet been fet up, nor had a money medium been
pftablifhed: the doors of the ftprehoufe were continually

P 2 croudea.

peri^ced between the nrft and fecond rainy feafons,
enables them to do this without fear either of greatly dif-
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crouded, but reither food nor phylic, nor the other
neccfiaries for the fick, tiiough fupplied by the Directors
in fufficient quantities, were properly diftributed ; the
fettlers Imts, which were very fmall, were alfo many of
them damp, and a few were as yet unfinifhed ; a great
depreffion of fpirits at the fame time generally prevailed,
which produced a total helplehhefs in the cafe of one or
two families from England, and this was one chief aggra¬
vation of the diforder.

The Direflors will not here anticipate all the more
particular information which they will have to give on
the head of the colony’s health, lince it will, be found in
its place in a fubfequent part of this report: they will
at prefent only mention that almoft one half of the
whites living on Ihore were carried off during this
dreadful feafon, and nearly one tenth of the JNova
Scotians.

The colony was juft emerging from that ftate of diftrefs
into which it had been thrown, when a new event of a per¬
plexing kind called for the attention of the government:
a Ihip arrived from the Ifle of Bulam, having on board
a great number of paflengers, many of them extremely
fick, who defired to be received into the colony. I’he
Directors of the Sierra Leone Company had previoufty
declined accepting propofals to go out as cclonifts made
to them in England by many of the fame perfons who
went to Bulam, for they had conceived the firft fuccefs
of their colony materially to depend on the exclufion of
all Europeans, thofe alone excepted who being in the
regular pay of the Company were entirely fubjeft to
them ; they w'ere afraid that even a few men from hence
of an improper caft, in the fituation of independent fettlers,
might materially prejudice or endanger the undertaking ;
that they might corrupt the morals of the colony, refufe
due obedience to government, as well as excite a Ijjirit
of general difeontentand if for any of thefe caufes they

ihould
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fnouid be excluded from the fettlement, that they might
then only be driven, erpecialiy if they had left debts in
England, to fcek a precarious livelihood by various im¬
proper means among the neighbouring natives, perhaps
eventually turning Slave Traders.

The Direfiors had been determined by thefe confider-
ations to forbid for the prefent, with a very few exceptions,
the admiflion of Europeans into the colony j they had alfo
deemed it necclfary to enquire very ftriftly, both into the
charadlcrs and circumftances of thofe who went out in
their fervice, and they had made it a rule to let no man
go to Sierra Leone, who left debts in England undif-
charged; a rule of great ufe and importance, the prin¬
ciple of which rauft be given up if the Bulam adventurers,
who were a body of men unknown to the Sierra Leone
Company, Ihould be received there. The Direftors had
taken the precaution of informing the Governor and
Council very fully of their fentiments on the vt^hole of
this important fubjedl; and they had direfted that every
friendly alTidance fhould be rendered to the Bulam colony;
but in cafe it fliould happen that they (hould leave Bulam
and come to Sierra Leone, that they were not to be
allowed permanently to fettle there. The hierra Leone
government, in conformity with thefe iniirudlions, de¬
clined receiving the pafi'engers from Bulam as relidents
into the colony ; but after fuppiying the fick with a few
necefiarics, who were accommodated for a lliort time on
fliore, they furnidicd them with a veflel to affill in bring¬
ing them back to England, as their own fliip, the Calyplo,
was exceedingly crouded.

The Direftors have thought it proper to Hate thus
fully and explicitly both the orders lent out and the mo¬
tives which operated with them on the occafion that has
been jult fpoken of: they were by no means actuated by
narrow views of monopoly and jealoufy of other traders ;
nor diall tlicy ever futfer themlelves, as they truft, to be
governed by any fucli principles; and they are perfuaded
alfo, that they ihall only fecond the views of the Pro¬

prietors
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pnetors by giving encouragement and afliflance lo anj*
prudent and well regulated fchems of fettlement on the
coaft of Africa, fo far as* it can be done without too much
expence to themfelves, and without committing to any
frelh hazard the interefts of their own colony.

The chief obje^l that engaged the attention of the
government of Sierra Leone after the licknefs abated,
was the diftribution of the lots of land; a work much
more arduous than had been expedled. It was^ found
impraflicable indeed to give at once to each individual
his lot of twenty acres, thofe lands of the Company
which are either contiguous to the water fide, or within a
reafonable diltance from Freetown, not being fufficient for
the purpofe. Even the labor of cutting the neceffary
paths, and of njeafuring fo great a traft of country,
would have been too great to be eafily accomplilhed in
a fingle feafon. The Nova Scotians were made fo fen-
fible of this, that they were willing to accept of four
acre lots for the prefent, of which however they now
became exceedingly eager to have immediate poffeffion.

Both the Direftors and the Sierra Leone Government
were not lefs earneft than they to have this important
work elFedled; for they were bound by the ipirit of the
promifes made in Nova Scotia to lofe no time in dif-
tributing the land, they were urged alfo by the continual
importunities of the colonifis, and they were at the fame
time influenced by pecuniary confiderations to attempt
the moll fpeedy accompUlhment of the bufinefs; fince
each colonill either continued to draw from the public
floras a gratuitous allowance of provifions, until his lot
of ground was given him, or elfe was employed iii
working under the Company, when perhaps there was
not much occafion for his fervices.

7 he orders fent out by the Diredlors on the fubjeft of
provifions, extended only to an allowance for a term that
was I'pecilied, and applied equally to the Nova Scotians,

to
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to the Company's fervants, and to the few coloiiills frona
hence. The government were inftrufted to give to all thefe
univerfally three months full allowance, equal to the com-^
mon army allowance, and three months halfallowance; but
they, conceiving that the motives which fuggelted the
giving of this gratuity, as well as the equity and even
the neceffity of the cafe called for fome extenfion of it,
thought proper to continue giving it to all thofe colonifts
who were kept out of poffelfion of their four acre lots of
land, and who were not engaged in the Company’s
employ. The Direftors, though fenfible of the great charge
to which they were fubjefting the Company, on taking
all circumftances into their confideration, could not refufe
their acquiefcence in thefe meafures of the government.

The importance of proceeding with as little delay as
polfible in the dillribution of the lands was fo llrongly
felt in the colony, that the Company’s Surveyor of
buildings (who took on him the duty of the Surveyor of
lands, the latter having returned on account of ill health to
England) attempted with the greatefl; fpirit to begin his
operations, together with a party of Nova Scotians, even
before the rains were over; but he was repeatedly flopped
by ficknefs. Nearly the whole iucceeding dry feafon
was confumed before the complete lurvey and dillribution
of the four acre lots were Itnilhed, though very great and
conflant exertions were made, and a large party of men
were employed in the work.

The Dirediors feel much regret at having to mention
to the Proprietors, that the land adjoining to the fettle-
ment has proved by no means fo good as every account
received before the inftitution of the Company had led
them to expedl. The defcription given of it in the work
of Lieutenant Matthews, to which they had in fome mea-
lure truded, is far more favourable than further obfer-
vation of that particular part of the country would have
j unified. The Direflors date this to be a difappointment
of the mod ferious kind, to which may be afcribed many

of
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of the difficulties, and a great part of the tinexpei^led
charges that have attended the eftabliffiment of the colony.
The fcite of Freetown is unqueftionably the beft that Can
be found, in refped to the falubrity of the air, the good-
nefs of the water, and the convenience of the landing-
place ; it can hardly fail therefore to continue the chief
place of trade, though other parts at a moderate diftance,
particularly thofe on the oppofite fide of the river, will
be found the moft favourable to cultivation. Confider-
able pains and expence have been bellowed on the im¬
provement of the landing-place ; feveral Other public
Works of the firft importance, fuch as the eredling of
a church, hofpital, warehoufes, and other buildings (of
which the frames were fent from hence) the fencing and
cultivating of a gardep of experiment, and the execution
of fome mcafurcs for the defence of the colony, have
alfo conftantly occupied a confiderable number of the
Nova Scotia blacks, and have caufed a very large ex¬
pence. The Directors have the fatisfaClion of obferving,
that no fort has been thought neceffary.

As the fecond dry feafon advanced, the colony appears
to have been improving in all refpeCls. An alteration
was made in the mode of government, a new council of
three peribns having been determined on by the Court of
Directors Inftead of a council of eight, and two gen¬
tlemen of confiderable experience, the one ufed to a new
Colony, the other to a tropical climate, were the coun-
fellors fent out.

Regular minutes of council were kept from this period,
and alfo a journal of every material tranfaClion in the
colony, copies of which were fent to England from time
to time. Periodical reports of the progrefs of each prin¬
cipal fervant of the Company, in his particular depart¬
ment, were alfo made to the government, and tranfmitted,
together with their remarks thereon, to the DireClors ;
an indent was fent home of all the European articles

likely
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likely to be confumed annually by the colonlfls; a more
correft mode of correfponding was entered upon ; and the
original inftruftions of the Court, as well as various parts
of their fubfequent letters, were nowi for the firft time,
fully anfwered.

At the fame aera when this improvement took place in
fome refpedt to the intelligence fent to England, the internal
order of the colony appears to have advanced materially.
New plans were formed for the maintenance of the
police and the adminiftration of jullice; more general
harmony began to prevail alfo among the Company’s
fervants; fome pains were taken to bring up and fettle
properly the Company’s accounts which had fallen into
great confufion, and more regularity of every kind was
introduced ; at the fame time the public works gradually
advanced, a plan was formed for rebuilding the town
on a more extenfive fcale ; and the natives (who con¬
tinued perfeftly friendly and often flocked to the fettle-
ment) appeared to view the improving ftate of Sierra
Leone with increafing fatisfaftion*

The breaking out of the war indeed at this time
damped the hopes, and in fome meafure interrupted the
progrefs, of the riling colony; the embargo laid on
Ihipping in England at the beginning of it detained fome
of the Company’s veflels at a very inconvenient period ;
the prohibition to fend out proviflons, except in Ihipa
armed as well as failing with convoy, proved alfo highly
detrimental to the fettlement; great murmurs were
excited by the temporary want of flour, which was the
confequence, and the dread of not being able to get from
the neighbourhood a fufiicient quantity of rice (the fub-
ftitute for bread to which the Directors trufted) occafioned
very ferious uneafmefs to the government: the additional
price that was laid on the Company’s goods in con¬
fequence of the war aggravated the difeontent of the
colonifts; and a part of the propofed plan for rebuilding the

C town
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town was about this time vehemently objefted to by the
Nova Scotians, they refufing to admit of a refervation of
ground near the ftiore, which the Government thought
proper to make for the fake of public convenience : this
laft difpute was fettled, after fome degree of conceffion
on the part of the company. The fecret caufe however,
to which the Direftors have been informed that much of
the dilTatisfaftion prevailing at this period may be traced,
was the unbecoming conduct of one of the Company’s
fervants, who, on Mr. Clarkfon’s leaving the. colony,
took occafion to prejudice a confiderable party of labourers
working undejf him againft the fucceeding government:
this, body of men made an attempt to raife the price- of
labour in the colony, which was already very high, by
combining to leave their workbut not finding the
government inclined to yield in any meafure to their
wifhes, they returned after a week’s interval to. their
employments, and the. Company’s fervant .who wasjup-
pofed to have fown the feeds of this difiention, and who
had alfo manifeftcd the greateft difrefpedl towards the
government, having come to England, was difmiflcd
from the fervice.-

For the fake of fatisfying the minds of the colonlfts
^nd fecuring the peace of the fettlement, it was agreed
that two delegates, to be chofen by the whole body of
Nova Scotians, ftiould be fent to England to lay their
complaints before the Court of Directors. This meafure
appears to have immediately produced the good effect
expedled from it, and the.-coloiiy, having fuffered no frefh
interruption of its tranquillity^ fince the depart'U.ve of the
delegates, has gone on improving in every refpeCt.

Ma,ny circumftances happened during the courfe of this
fecond feafon, which clearly demonftrated the prac¬
ticability of introducing, cultivation, trade, and civilization
into Africa, although the prevalence of the Slave-Trade,
and the counterafting influence of the perfons engaged in
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It almoft every where impeded, more or lefs, the views
of the Company.

One of the Members of Council, accompanied -by
another fervant of the Company, made a voyage to the
Ifland of Bananas, the Caraarancas River, and the Plain-
tain Ifland, all lying to the fouth of Sierra- Leone, con-
verfed with fome of the Chiefs, and happily removed in
a great meafure the prejudices which they had imbibed
againll the Company, whofe defigns had been reprefented
to them as diredly hodile to their intereft. As the in¬
formation gained, during this voyage, may be detailed
more properly under fome of the heads to be hereafter
treated of than in the prefent narrative, no more than
the brief mention of this expedition feems in this place
necelfary.

The advancing hate of a regular plantation of the
Company, worked by native labourers, on the hde of the
river oppofite to Freetown, is another fubjefl necefary to
be noticed here, in order to give a juft idea of the
progrefs of the Colony ; but this alfo, as well as the
benefits derived from the labours of the Company’s botanift,
will be more particularly fpoken of under the head of
Cultivation.

The Direiftors are forry to mention, that the exertions
of their mineralogift, who was promifing to himfelf great
fuccefs in his refearches, were fuddenly terminated by an
unhappy accident which brought on his death. His
impatience to purfue the objedts for the fake of which
he went out, led him, contrary to the opinion of the
Governor and Council, to attempt afl incurfion into the
interior country before the rains were over: he was fiir-
nilhed with goods to the amount of £ zoo or £ 3C0,
with which he propofed to trade as well as to purchafe
neceflaries during his journey, and he was attended when
he fet off by one or two free blacks. It appears that hO
was after a fliort time plundered of his goods in a part
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of the country where fome danger of this fort might have
been apprehended. When he got back to Sierra Leone,
he was too weak and exhaufted by a fever which he had
contrafted during his expedition to give any diilin^
account of his misfortunes, or of the hardftiips he had
fulfered on his return, and he died a few days after.

A number of other circumllances very interefting to
the colony and to the feelings of the Diredors have
happened from time to time, which, if they were all
detailed, would extend this report to a very conflderable
length: the recital of them would tend to Ihew the
variety of unexpedted difficulties, accidents, and dangers
to which a new colony is fubjedl, and more fully to ex¬
plain the caufes of that very large expenditure which the
JDireflors will have to ftate : it would alfo ferve to exhibit
the growing ftrength of the colony, and to prove that it
has now become much more able to furmount any com¬
mon accident than it had been during its earlier infancy.

One event not yet noticed deferves to be particularized;
that of the arrival at Sierra Leone of the late King
Naimbanna’s fon, who had come to England for edu¬
cation, and his death within two days after. His cha-
radler and improvement in learning will make an inte¬
refting article, when the particular point of the civilization
of Africa is confidered. His father, who was king or
chief of Sierra Leone, died a few months after the in-
Hitution of the colony, to which he Ihewed himfelf on
all occafjons the firmeft friend, and the news of his
deceafe occalioned his foil’s return. It is not at all pro¬
bable, that if the fon had lived he would have been
elected King by the chiefs with whom the choice lies;
for they feem difpofed in this inftance, as has been the
cuftom in other cafes, to prefer fome perfon of a more
advanced age to all the young relations of the deceafed.
But though the Direftors had no expeftation that the fon
y/ould fucceed to the fituation of his father, yet there

ivere
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were circumftances which led them to hope that he would
not fail to render moft important fervices to the Company
on his return to his native country; and they therefore
wilh to pay to his memory the juft tribute of obferving,
that they confider the death of fo fincere a friend to the
Sierra Leone Company, and of fo enlightened an African,
as one of the calamities with which they have been
vifited, and as one of the inftances in which Providence
has been pleafed to difappoint the immediate hopes and
expeftations of the infant colony. A fufpicion arofe
amongft his countrymen, in confequence of the groundlef*
fuggeftion of a black, that he had been poifoned by a
fcrvant of the Company on (hip board, and along palaver
was held upon the fubjeft, by which, though it ended
favourably, fome alarm was excited in the fettlement, and
fome very unreafonable expences, through the neceflity of
entertaining a great concourfe of natives, were incurred.

The Direftors in giving this hiftorical account of the
colony, which they have now brought down to the
beginning of the fecond rainy feafon, have not fpoken of
the Trade of the Company, that being a fubjed which
will be better treated of by itfelf. It muft be obvious,
from the view of things which has been given, that the
eftabliftiment of the colony, involving as it has done
the happinefs of above a thoufand perfons, and implicating
alfo in a great meafure the future commercial interefts
of the Company, has hitherto been the chief object.
Conftderable exertions however were made during the
fecond dry feafon in the way of trade, the Governor and
Council having followed up the orders fent out on this
fubjedl with great fpirit.

But here the Direflors have to mention another calamity
very lately announced to them, which is likely to produce
fome degree of inconvenience to the colony, as well as
interruption to the trade ; but which is chiefly to be
lamented on account of the pecuniary lofs attending it,

namely.
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namely, the deftruftion of the Company’5 ftore-fhip the
York, with a confiderable quantity of goods in her, by
fire. Thefe confided partly of the cargo of the fhip
Harpy, which had lately arrived from England, and
partly of African produce valued at about £^000, which
had been collefled by the Company’s fmall veflcls up and
down the coad, and was on the point of being fent to
England. The lire is dated to have happened in the day
time, but to have fpread neverthclefs with great rapidity,,
having caught the awning over the deck : fome attempts
were made to induce both the natives and fettlers to adid
in e.xtinguifning it, but they all refufed to approach
the vefiel, conceiving that a large quantity of gun¬
powder was on board, nor would they credit any af-
furances to the contrary. The whole lofs fudained by
the Company on this occadon is calculated by the.
Governor and Council at above £. 1 5,000. No infurance.
had been made either on the velfel or the goods in her,
which indeed it would not have been very praflicable to
effeft to any. confiderable extent under all the circum^
dances of the cafe. The dime veffel which brought
home the account of the fire, brought alfo the lird in¬
formation both of the collcftion of this African produce
and of the arrival at' Sierra Leone of the goods which
were burnt.

The Diredlors have the fatisfadllon of obferving to the
Court that the fame difpatches (bearing date the 26th.
of December 1793) which convey this unhappy intelli¬
gence, bring alfo .very favourable accounts of the colony,
particularly in refpedl to hcalthjnefs, up to the end of
the fecond rainy feafon. In the period correfponding to.that which had carried off in the preceding year onetenth of the blacks and nearly one half of the whites no
particular mortality had happened, and yet the lad feafonis faid to have been more unfavourable than ufual, the rains
having beeij-heav'y and the mortality in the neighbouring.

faillories
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faf^orles uncommonly great. It is obfervable alfo that
the refidents on fliore are found now to have their health
much better than thofe on Ihip-board, the experience of
•the fecond year being in this refpedt the reverfe of the
experience of the firft : even the mortality on fhip-board,
however, appears in the fecond year to have decreafed.
On the whole: therefore the Direftors truft, that fmee the
colony has flood its ground even during the worft part of
a very unhealthy year, it may now fairly be confidered
as in a ftate of progreifive improvement.

Having thus brought the hlflory of the fettlement
down to the period of Chriftmas 1793, the Directors
have only to ftate in the next place fome circum-
ftances which have taken place in England, before they
proceed to give an account of the fums \Vhich have
been expended and of the prefent ftate of the Company’s
capital.

It has been already mentioned that two delegates,
chofen by the body of Nova Scotians, were permitted by
the-Governor and Council to go to England, in order to
lay the various complaints of their conftituents before
the Court of DireCbors. They prefented a petition pur¬
porting to be the fenfe of the whole body, couched in
flrong. terms, which however the Diredtors have fome
rcafon to think were not thoroughly approved by a great
part of the Nova Scotians : the petition had never been
fliewn to the Governor and Council. The points com¬
plained of were chiefly, the high price of goods at the
Company’s ftore-houfe; the inadequate wages paid to
them by the Company for their labour; the nonfulhlment
of certain promiles faid to have been made to them by
Mr. Clarkfon ; and a variety of trifling inftances of fup-
pofed mifeondudt in the fucceeding Governor.

The Court of Dircdlors, after fully confidering the
petition and hearing the evidence of the delegates there¬
upon, came to the following rcfolution, which was com¬
municated to them.

Refolved;
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•* R^folveJ*

“ That the Court confider the petition of the Novi
Scotians as hafty, and the fafts therein mentioned a*
chiefly founded on miftake and mifinformation.

That it appears to have been drawn up and agreed
** to at a time when the unfortunate delay of the Com-
•* pany’s (hips, through the breaking out of the war;
“ had occafioned fome temporary diflrefs and dif-

fatisfaftion, which fome deflgning perfon or perfons
** then in the colony may have contributed to encreafe.

“ The Court are of opinion therefore, that through
the arrival of the large fupplies lately fent from hence,

** and the continued care and attention of the Governof
and Council to the interefts of the colony, every ma-
terial caufe of dilTatisfadlion will have ceafed before
the arrival of thefe refolutions at Sierra Leone. As it is
undoubtedly the intereft of the colonifts, (b the Diredlors
truft it will alfo be their general wi(h,to promote harmony

** and to difcountenance all faftious attempts to difcredit
the government of Sierra Leone, (ince on their due

“ obedience to government, under the blefling of pro-
« vidence, their happinefs, their liberty, and perhaps
“ their very lives depend. It is on this ground that the

Dire£tors earneftly exhort the general body of Nova
“ Scotians, both as freemen and as Chriftians, to dif-

courage all unreafonable difcontent, to pay reljpefl and
“ obedience to the government, and if, contrary to the

Directors expeflations, any aftual grievances (hould
** exiii at the time of receiving this refolution, the Court
“ of Direftors recommend it to the Nova Scotians tem-
“ perately to reprefent the cafe to the Governor and
“ Council. But if they (hould hereafter conceive it to
“ be neceflary to prefer their complaints hither, that

they will in fuch cafe previoufly acquaint the Governor
“ and Council with the purport of them, in order that
“ the Court may receive their fentiments thereupon,

and



( 25 )
*' and may thus have the whole of the fubje£l at once

before them.”
The delegates having been made acquainted with the

above refolution, a very hally remonflrance from them
was the confequence, in which they betrayed the fame
kind of vehemence and difrefpeft to the Court of Direftors,
which had occafionally been flrewn to the government at
Sierra Leone. After about two months further detention
in England, during which it was thought proper to make
them a fmall allowance for their fubfillence, and after
fome further interviews with the Direflors, they fet fail,
having apparently become perfeftly well difpofed to the
Company.

The Proprietors muft probably have been led to reflefl
in the courfe of the preceding hiflory, and erpccially in
confequence of the lall mentioned circumftances, how
important as well as difficult a part of the Diredors duty
it has been, to give tolerable fatisfadion to the Nova
Scotians on the one hand, and to avoid every profufe
a,nd improper application of the Company’s funds on
the other. And indeed tlie Diredors have fo often had
occafion to notice to the Court the trouble and expence
which the Nova Scotians have occafioucd, that fome
doubt may probably have been excited concerning
the general expediency of the meafure of introducing
them into the colony. A few further obfervations feeni
therefore neceffiary to be added, in order to leave a juft
impreffion both of the advantages and difadvantages
which have refulted from the migration of this body of
men to Sierra Leone.

It mull be admitted th.at the charge which they have
brought on the Company has been extremely great; the
grant of provilions which was made on the principle
already mentioned may be cllimated at about £.zc,ooo ;
the Company’s eftablilliineut has in alinoll every part of
it been unavoidably enlarged in proportion to the number

D of
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of colonifts; the Company’s (hips have been neCeffarily
employed in a great meafure for their ufe ; and an ex¬
pence has alfo been incurred in the diftribution of the
lands allotted to them : fome lofs has alfo been fuftained
by taking more of them into the Company’s employ than
were always wanted for the public fervice, and by allow¬
ing them at the fame time a rate of wages which, though
complained of in feveral of their memorials to the
government, was at leaft twice as high as that given to
the natives, who neverthelefs are nearly equal to the
Nova Scotians in the article of common labour ; though
it mull be confelfed that the natives are totally incapable
of fome very neceffary branches of work, with which
the Nova Scotians are tolerably well acquainted.

Thcfe are the principal charges to which the Company
has been fubjecled by the acceflion of this body of colonilts:
they are charges of which for the moll part it was, from
the nature of them, impoffible to make any jnll ellimate
before-hand, and the extent of which, on account of the
unexpedted number that embarked, as well as the various
delays and difappointments that happenned at Sierra
Leone, was certainly not forefeen. But it Ihould be
remembered, that when the Directors invited thefe fettlers
to Sierra Leone they afted necelfarily on probabilities;
they were aware that various circumllances very difficult
to be calculated might arife, but a prompt decifion on their
pan was indifpenfible. They thought it prudent on the
whole to make the promifes in the declaration that has
been read to the Court, and the Nova Scotians have
croffed the feas on the faith of having them fulfilled. The
Dire(5tors however fairly avow, that befides a literal com¬
pliance with the ftipulations made in Nova Scotia, theyconfider themfelves alfo to be under a moral obligationnot to leave the colonills to experience any extremitieswhich the Company can relieve, until it lhall be poffiblefor them to fupport themfelves by their lands or by fomeother means; and on this ground it is that they have

never
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never yet hefitated to fend out to the fettlement vvhat-
foever goods they had reafon to believe were (Irifily
neceflary for its confumption ; leaving it to the difcretion
of the Governor and Council to furnilli fuch articles as

they thought fit to the coloniib on credit.
If thofe expcdlations which the Direftors formed, and

which they think they had good reafon to form at the
time when they invited over the Nova Scotians, had been
fulfilled, if the land round Freetown had been as fruitful
as it was deferibed, and the Nova Scotians had proved as
manageable and as induftrious as they were reprefented,
and as they appeared for fome fpace of time to be, the
charges would then unquellionably have been Icfs, and
the advantages on the other hand would have been much
greater than they have proved ; nor can any doubt be
entertained that the tranfplanting of this body of men
to Sierra Leone would, in that cafe, have been a meafure
in a high degree beneficial both to themfelves, to the
Company, and to Africa.

But even under all the difficulties and difappointments
which have arifen, the advantages that have refultcd from
their migration have been many and important; though
they have been advantages that have accrued rather to
Africa and to the colonills themfelves, than to the Pro¬
prietors.

A more rapid Improvement in the healthlnefs of the
fettlement, through the more enlarged i'lte of the town,
and the more extended cultivation of the foil, a greater
facility in inducing valuable men to go out on account
of the greater importance of the undertaking, a more
confiderable extenfion of the Company’s reputation and
influence in Africa ; and a quicker progrefs in civilization,
but, above all, a far greater lecurity hereby obtained
againfl: any attack that might be dreaded either from the
natives or any other enemy—all thefe are advantages
which evidently belong to an undertaking on a larger
rather than to one on a fmaller fcale, and if therefore
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there be no danger, left the funds which may properly be
deftined to the eilabliftiment of the colony fliould be ex-
haufted before it has arrived at maturity, it can hardly
be denied that fo powerful a body of colonifts muft afford
a far better profpedl of fucceeding in the great objeds of
the inftitution.

The Direftors in proceeding to lay before the Court,
an account of the expences that have been incurred, and a
general ftate of the Company’s finances, have only fur¬
ther to premife, that in difeharging their important truft
they have endeavoured to praftice that fpecies of
ceconomy which is connedled both with found policy and
with fubftantial juftice. They have had a duty to fulfil
to three deferiptions of perfons : to the Proprietors in the
firft place, with whofe money they have been entrufted ;
to their fervants at home and abroad, who ought to be
fairly requited according to the nature of their fervices ;
and they have alfo been under that obligation of duty to
the colonifts which has been already fpoken of. To
reconcile thefe different, for they will not call them con¬
tending, claims, has been the great objeft of the Diredors.

They will ftate firft the expences incurred in eftabllftiing
the colony, of which, though the total can hardly fail to
be tolerably corred, yet many particulars in confequence
of the caufes already ftated are taken merely from
eftiraate.

^i^CPENCES
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EXPENCES incurred in ejlablijhing the COLONY.

Charges antecedent to the incorporation! £•
of the Company, confiiUng chiefly of two C 1200
inu'.ll vefltb, lent to explore the country\
■with a view to a future ic.tlemciit - J

Charges of incorporation - - - -

1830

Charges of home eliablifliment, viz.
Furniture and riptiirs of tJic Sierra Lecne Hor.fe
Houiekccj cr’s ialr.ry, coals, candles, lioui'c relit,

and taxes and otlier incidental expcnccs tor
about two years, to Chriftm-as 1793

Printing, auvertirmit, po/Iagc, books, ftationary
and couitting-Jiouic charges for about two
years, to ditto _ _ _ - -

Oliiccrsand clerks f.ilarics to ditto

450

745

8JO

1480

Expence of educating and clothing natives fent
to England, and tlicir pafl'ages, about

3525

ioa

Charges of the edablifhment at Sierra
Leone, viz.

Temporary alloxt'ance of provlfions to all the"^
Company’s Ifrvants, and expence of the f -iJtO'
tabic of the govern. r,botaiiift k mincralogift, ^
(fee. cflimstcd at . _ . -j

PafTage of fervants and artificers out and home,7
edimated at - - - - “

Their travcdling expcnccs and other charges in 7
F.nnland - - • ■ " "jF.ngland - - . _ - -

y\nioi)iit of falarics to Sierra I.cone fervants for
iiLout two years, to Cliriftmas 1793 -I 7300

16130

Carried for-yvard
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Brought forward

Incidental expences in the colony, viz.
Medicines, furgical inftruments, books and fta-7

tionary, &c. - - - - - -3
Equipment of botanift and mineralogift
Prefents to chiefs, expence of palavers, and?

various other incidental charges - - 3

I-
2ZC05

1630
400

1300

3J30

17840

Expence of the Outfit and Maintenance of fuch"
part of the Company’s SHIPPING as was employed
for the proteflion, and accommodation of the colony, ^ 17840
and in colledling proviftons and live flock on the
coall, about - - - -

'Expence of Provifions granted to the colonifts before"?
they were put into poffeflion of their lands, efli- r 40000
mated at - - - - - -3

Sundry Lofies and Gratuities in England,
confifling chiefly of fums advanced to the Company’s
fervants, which were not recovered through their ijje
dying or retiring from the fervice, and of gratuities ’
paid according to the terms of the Company's engage¬
ment to the near relations of the deceafed "•

SUPPOSED EXPENCE in ESTABLISHING tht
COLONY - . - - -

64620

To which is to be added the lofs fuftalned by? Tfcnn
the burning of the fhip York, eftimated at -3 ^

And other Ioffes by robbery, damage through'?
expofure to the climate, and articles that> 3000
proved unferviceable - - - -j

3000

18009

SUPPOSED EXPENCE of ESTABLISHING the) , “ , '
COLONY, the LOSS INCLUDED -

The CAPITAL STOCK of the Company Is £,•'^25'^^'^
The interdl received thereon is - - 7619

Making together - , _ 242899
From which if the above fum of - - 82620 be taken.

There remains - - - - ^.160279 to be
accounted for, which is done in the following manner I
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DEAD STOCK at SIERRA LEONE, which though dated as part

of the remaining effeds of the Company, is neverthelefs not to be
confidered as convertible into money, nor as bearing a value by
any means equal to the fum which it has coft, confiding of
buildings, lands, and fortifications, &c. at Sierra Leone.

Buildings belonging to the Company, viz.
Coll at Sierra JLeone of a church, warehoufe,"!

range of Ihops, two hofpitals, two dwelling- /
houl'es, and four canvas houfes, fent from ^
England, about , . .

Coll at Sierra Leone of various materials for »

finifliing the buildings belonging to the Com-f
pany, viz. bricks, tiles, lime, Icantling, and f
deals, about . - . _ _ -J

Coll of putting together the buildings fent out,T
and of the eredion of oti'.er buildings for the >
ul'e of the Company’s lervants, about -j

E'.pended in improving the landing place, mak-T
ing a wharf, roads, and fundiy public works, >
al/<nit 3

A !.;i-gc crane, fire engines, &c.
f urniture lor the ul'e of the governor, phyCcian,7

and chaplain - - - -3

3930

4500

3303

3003

70s

500

>c.

Lands, viz.
Expended In purchtife of lands at Sierra Leone,?

and in cultivation on the Company’s account y
lu the allotment of lands to the Nova Scotians, f

on which a rent is referved to the Com-> 2500
pany,about ----- -3

Articles for the defence of the colony, viz.
Expended in arms, ammunition,and other articles 2joo
In labor and conllrudion of works of defence - 2000

about

I593i

A'iSO

4500

Total Dead Stock - - “ 241^85

Capital in Trade, viz.
African produce in England, eltimatcd at - xooo
Cargoes of three vcffels now on their I y- rAnnn)

pallage out - - - ^ z 6500
DeduA for goods not paid for 10400J

Carried forward £ 7500 24685
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£■

7500

7900
lOOO

Brought forward - 75oo
Goods at Sierra Leone, or on board the COm-7

pany's veffels on the coaft - - " S
Value of dollax's in the colony, about - - 1000
Debts due from the colonifts to the Company,T

much the greater part of which is expeCced C aooo
to be recovered, about - -

Prefent eftimated value of the Company’s )
ftiipping - - - ■>"

Total capital now invefted in trade - —

I-
m6ZS

9000
— £-2740»

Property belonging to the Company placed
at intereft, &c. or invefted in public fe-
curities, viz.

Placed at Intereft in the hands"
£‘ j. j.

Placed at Intereft in the hands'^
of the Royal Bank of Scot- > 39C00 o o
land - - - - 3

At .VIelTrs. Barnett and Co’s. > tct 10
the bankers, dec. " " S ”

■39151
Invefted in 4 per cent confoll-7 ^

dated Bank Annuitis .^5^4^
In India bills and bonds - 23168 12 8
In Navy and vid'aalling bills 30733 7

—^ ; 69042 9 3
Total property at intereft & in public fecurities 108x94
TOTAL REMAINING EFFECTS of the COM-0

P VKY, the DEAD STOCRat SIERRA LEONE.h £. 160279
included - - " “ " J

THE
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THE Dire£lors have thus Hated, as correftly as
they are able, the whole expenditure that has taken
place, and the prefent fituation of the funds of the Com¬
pany ; but they cannot difinifs this fubjedl without ob-
ferving, that they confider the expences of which they
have been giving the account as extremely great, and as
very far exceeding every idea which the Proprietors can
be fuppofed originally to have formed of their probable
extent. The extraordinary magnitude of them has been
owing to a variety of unforefeen circumftances, which
though already touched upon in the preceding narrative,
the Direftors will Ihortly recapitulate. They appear
principally to be the following :

Firft, the inefficiency of the original body of coun-
fellors, which gave occafion to great irregularity in the
outfet of the colony, and it is to be feared alfo, to much
prodigality and wade.

Secondly, the ficknefs and mortality of the lirll rainy
feafon, which not only fufpended for a time almoft all
the induftry of the colony, but likewife tended to aggra¬
vate, in various ways, feveral chief heads of expence.

Thirdly, the unproduflivenefs of the land adjoining
the town, which by diminiffiing the means of prelent
fupport to the colonifts, has neceflarlly thrown an in-
creafed weight of expence upon the Company.

Fourthly, the burning of the York, a misfortune of
the firlt magnitude, if confidered in a pecuniary light.

Fifthly : one further circumliance remains to be men¬
tioned, which, whether it be contemplated in a pecuniary
view or in any other, mull be claffied among the chief mis¬
fortunes which have befallen the infant colony ; namely,
the breaking out of the war ; an event, which beiides put¬
ting the Company to the expence of furnilhing additional
proteffion to the fcttlcment, has raifcd the coll of the
European articles carried thither to a conhderable degree ;
which has therefore increafed the expence of living at
Sierra Leone, has tended to prevent the decreale that
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might have been looked for in the price of labour, and
has thus enhanced the charge of profecuting thofe public
works in which the Company at a more early period
thought proper to engage. The Direflors might alfo
notice a number of other difadvantages to which the
Company has been fubjeded by the war, fuch as the
long detention which it has occafioned to fome of their
velfels, and the difficulty and expence of procuring and
maintaining Tailors : the uncertainty which the war has
caiifed in the tranfmiffion of intelligence may alfo be hated
both as a pecuniary difadvantage and a very material
inconvenience.

Having thus enumerated the principal unforefeen caufes
whereby the charges of eltabliffiing the colony have been
aggravated, the Dircftors wiih to notice two particular
heads of expcnce in the preceding account, W'hich have
exceeded their expectation very confiderably indeed:
they allude to the charge of ,^.20,000 for provilions,
and that of jf. 17,840 for maintenance of fuch part of
the Company’s Ihipping as has been applied to the pro-
tedion and ufe of the colony.

The Diredors have the fatisfadion of obferving, that
of thefe two chief heads of charge, the former has now
entirely, and the latter has very nearly, ceafed ; and
they vvilh to inform the General Court that they are ufing
thtdr bell endeavours to put a period in like manner to
all cxpenccs, except thofe which either fall under the
head ot trade, and cultivation on the Company’s own
account, or belong; to the annual ellablifhment: they
cru.’l indeed that the redudion of expences which they have
been aiming; at is now nearly effedled, and that while the
cracf cifficuKics of the colony are fubfiding on the one
!i:iiid, the Company’s burthen in fupporting it is ceafing
ailb Oil the ochci*.

C.in the whole, when the Direders review what is pall,
the)/



( 35 )

they are ready to own that they fee Tome things, which
]f pofiefl'ed of more experience, they might have con-
duded in a more frugal or advantageous manner ; they
however perceive many of the untoward circumllances
which have arifen to have been fuch as human forefight
could not have anticipated, nor human wifdom have con¬
trolled ; they can alfo look back upon many efcapes and
deliverances which the colony has experienced, not
through any care or management of thofe whom the Pro¬
prietors have appointed to i'upcrintend it, but through that
help of Providence alone which has hitherto protected it.
—When they look forward, they are led from their own
pall experience to expedl fome further dilHculties and
dangers not now poilible to be diilindly fpoken of or
provided againll; and they are aware alfo that the be¬
ginning of colonization has been in general arduous,
hazardous, and expenfive ; far more fo tnan the minds of
thofe who finl engaged in fuch undertakings have been
difpofed to believe. I'he Direflors therefore by no means
allow themfelves to indulge any expeclations of rapid and
uninterrupted fuccefs, yet they are induced by the gradual
advances towards maturity which the colony has already
made in the midll of many difficulties, to entertain an
cncreafmg hope of its ellabliihment and future profperity;
and they feel for their own part very fufficient encourage¬
ment Jteadily and cheerfully to perlevere; they arc
confeious however, that after all the attention due to fuch
an undertaking has been given to it, they mull leave the
event to the Supreme difpofal of Him who can either
difappoint utterly, if he pleafes, the moll favourite ichemes
of men, can obilruft and fufpend for a while their ac-
complilhment, or can crown them, if he fees fit, with the
molt fignal and uncxpetled iuccels.

They will proceed now to fpeak of the feveral heads
of which they gave notice that they Ihould treat par¬
ticularly in the introduction to this report.

\ E ? HEALTH.
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HEALTH.

THE Direftors have already mentioned the caufes
to which they are perfuaded that the mortality in the firft
rainy feafon at Sierra Leone ought to be afcribed; but
their obfervations on this fubjeft will be very much illuf-
trated and confirmed by the flatement of fome particulars
refpefting it.

The upper fervants of the Company who went out in
the firft year were twenty-fix in number; thefe confifted.
of eight counfellors, a chaplain, feveral medical perfons, a
fecretary, accountant, and fome others, who were all well
accommodated : no more than four of this clafs have
died, and of thefe four deaths only two can properly be
charged to the climate.

Of lower fervants, fuch as clerks in the ftore-houfe,
overfeers, a gardener, baker, and feveral artificers, there
went out fifty-nine perfons, their families being included,
of whom no lefs than twenty-nine died; many of thefe
were often expofed to the rains, and feveral of them were
intemperate; they were alfo in general uncomfortably
lodged, and in confequence of the ficknefs prevailing
among the furgeons they could have but a fmall fhare of
the medical attendance.

Of fettlers there went out, including their families,
eighteen, of whom no lefs than thirteen died; fome of
thefe were much addifted to liquor, and their fituation
was in every refpedl worfe than that of the laft-mentioned
clafs.

Of foldiers there went out fixteen, who were almoft
univerfally intemperate : when it is alfo confidered how
they muft have been circumftanced in other refpefls, it
cannot excite much furprife that fo many as eleven of
thefe Ihould have died.

In
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In all there went out in the firfl; year one hundred and
nineteen white perfons, of whom fifty , feven died.

In the fecond year, all the foldiers and fettlers, as well
as the families of the lower whites, having either died or
returned to England, the whites refident in the colony
were reduced to about forty, of whom only four or five
have died.

The Direftors do not include in this account any deaths
among the officers and crews of the Company's fhips,
becaufe as they were not always Rationed at bierra Leone,
the queilion of the healchinefs or unhealthinefs of the
colony is not much affeded by the degree of mortality
among them ; nor has any complete return on this fubjedl
as yet reached England. The Directors are led to judge
however from the information that has been received
from the greater part of their ihips, that between twenty
and thirty white failors may have died on board of all
their veffels in the fpace of two years : the whole number
of failors in their fcrvice has feldom exceeded one hun¬
dred and forty, or one hundred and fifty, and the mortaiity
may perhaps therefore be fairly computed at about feven
or eight per cent per annum.*

The mortality among the Nova Scotians has been as
follows. The number of thefe that landed in the year
179Z was eleven hundred and thirty-one, many of them
being very ill through the remains of a fever which
appears to have been ffital to a few of their original body
in Nova Scoti.i, and to have carried off fixty five of
them during the paffage : of thefe eleven hundred and

■* It appears from the evidence of the fubhance of the muflcr
rolls Irom I.iverpool and Briliol, given in to his hiajelfy’s privy
Cl uiifel, and inferted in their h'relo'p’s printed report, that the
rnortality among the failors during i nc voyage in the Slave 1 rade,
was al)oiit twenty-one per cent, eigh^ hui:dred and fifty-eight failors
having died out of four tlioul'and and eighty, who lormed the
crews of one hundred and tvvclve ihips.

thirty-
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thirty-one perfons thus landed, forty died within a few
weeks after they reached Sierra Leone, evidently in con-
fequence of the fame fever : the whole body then became
extremely healthy, but when the rainy feafon was fet in,
an almoll: univerfal iicknefs prevailed, of which ninety-
eight Nova Scotians died, which was nearly one-tenth of
their whole number.

In the fecond rainy feafon, although fome return of
Iicknefs has been experienced, yet the deaths among the
Nova Scotians have been very few indeed. The account
which the Direftors have received does not extend to the
whole year, but it appears that not more than five of them
have died during three of the moll: unhealthy months.

I'he following is an extrafl; from a report of the Com¬
pany’s phyfician, written in the moft unfavourable period
of the lall rainy feafon, being dated the 14th of Oftober,
1793*

“ Although the degree of ficknefs fince the com*
mencement of the prefent year has been upon the whole

“ comparatively fmall and the lofs fuftained by deaths
trifling, yet thofe months which have elapfed fince the
beginning of the rains have proved more fickly than

“ all the preceding. The Nova Scotians have ex-
perienced during the rains a confiderable (hare of fick-

“ nefs, but in general the complaints were trifling. They
appear now to be fo well accuftomed to the climate
that there is little reafon to apprehend any great mor-
tality among them. There are but few who iHll fufler

“ from the eft'eifls of laft year’s ficknefs, or whofe health
“ is precarious. Few places perhaps in England of the
“ fame fize can fhew a greater number of fine healthy
“ looking children than are daily to be feen in our

fchools; the heat of the climate appears to have little
“ effe(51; upon them.— During this period fevers have
“ been pretty frequent among the whites : I have every
“ realon to hope the lick lilt is on the decreafe, and I
“ flatter myfelf they will all be reltored to health. On?
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very unfavourable circumftance has attended our fick
“ this year, the want of flour: it being ferioufly felt bythofe in health, much more fo by the fick.”

The fubfequent dlfpatches of the 26th December give
a much more favourable account of the health of the
colony at that time, and mention the whole year’s mor¬
tality to hav'e been as already dated to the Court.

The Diredors think it proper here to add a remark
that chiefly regards themfelves, concerning that vaft
mortality among the whites which happened in the firft
year. The Proprietors mull have obferved that the
greatefl: proportion of deaths was among the fettlers, the
foldiers, the lower fervants and artificers. It affords the
Diredors no fmall fatisfadlon to refled, that inflead of

of thefe to adventure out, they refufed to
engage many perfons of each of thefe three deferiptions,
whom they were earneftly folicited to fend, and were with
difficulty prevailed on to carry out thofe who went.

The unwillingnefs of the Diredors to take out that
clafs among whom the mortality was the greateft, namely,
the European fettlers, gave umbrage to feveral perfons
>vho were very eager to become African colonilfs, and
in part perhaps gave occafion to the infiitution of the
Bulam Company.

Their indifpofition to enlarge the number of foldiers,
among whom, next to the fettlers, the mortality was the
greatell, occafioned the refignation of one or two of their
chief fervants, and at the l.ame time drew a Icrong re-
monfirance from feveral gentlemen who were purpofing
to adventure out. The Diredors were alfo fo much
aware of the various evils which might refult from the
maintenance even of their fmall military ellabliihment.,
that they w'lotc to recall all the foldiers as foon as the
peaceablencfs of the natives was afeertained, but the order
arrived too late.

They were fo fenfiblc alfo of the danger to which the
artificers and their lamilies, wh© lornied a rnatei:.;! part

of



( 40 )
of the third clafs, were expofed, (mofi: of whom through'
an accident at fea were likely not to arrive till the eve of
the rainy feafon,) that they offered to difcharge a great
part of them in England, not only indemnifying them
for their lofs of time but adding alfo feme gratuity ; a few
accepted the offer, but a great part, including almoft all’
thofe who had families, were bent on the profecution of
the voyage.

The Direffors have mentioned thefe minute circum-
ftances for the fake of letting it appear that they have
been far from eager on their part in preffing thofe to go
to Sierra Leone, who have run the greateft rifk of their
lives in adventuring thither, and for the fake of pointing
out alfo the extreme danger to which thofe perfons are
expofed on their arrival in a tropical climate, who are
either unprovided with the means of comfortable accom¬
modation and fubfiftence, or who are likely to fall into
any habits of intemperance; for the above detail will
Ihew that thefe are the two principal caufes to which the
extraordinary mortality is evidently to be traced.

The Direftors having thus endeavoured to give art
exaft and impartial account of thofe circumftances and
events in the colony which relate to the fubjeft of health,
are defirous of leaving its character in this refpefl to reft on
the fimple evidence of the abovementioned fafts ; they will
only add, that they are not aware of any reafons why the
climate of Sierra Leone ihould prove eventually inferior
to that of many fettlements between the tropics in diffe¬
rent quarters of the world, of which the healthinefs is now
undifputed ; for fome of thefe have been much more un¬
favourable to the health of the firft fettlers than Sierra
Leone has yet proved : it feems therefore very reafonable
to expedl, that in proportion as cultivation advances, and
all the accommodations of life improve, the fame gradual
amendment will take place in the healthinefs of this
colony, which has been experienced in other cafes.

TRADE.-
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trade.

IN fpeaking of the Ttade of the Company,
the Diredlors have rather to mention the orders given
and the fteps taken, with a view to its inftitution, than
to report much a^ual progrefs.

They fent out a moderate afTortment of goods fot
trade by the very firft fhips, but though this was done in
Confequence of the advice of the commercial agent him-
felf» who took charge of them and who was well ac-
quainted with the coaft, yet no effort to difpofe of them
was made during his continuance in their fervice; the
chief part of thefe articles confequently remained on
Ihip-board during the rains; even many of thofe intended
for immediate ufe in the colony were not delivered out
of the veflels till after this period, and it is to be feared,
that through the mifconduft of this perfon, as well as the
inefficiency of the Council and the confequent confufion
in the colony that has been ftated, while many in¬
dividuals were lofing their lives on the one hand, no
fmall part of the Company’s property was diffipated on
the other.

The irregularity that prevailed in the commercial de¬
partment was much aggravated by the illnefs of almolt all
the perfons employed in it. The ficknefs of the chief
ftorekeeper was fuch that he was obliged to return to
Etigland ; the chief accountant died ; the chief cogimer-
cial agent, who has been already fpoken of, died alfo,
without having rendered up any regular accounts; feveral
inferior ftorekeepers, as has been mentioned under the
preceding head, fell viftims to the fevere duty which the
difficulties of this period impofed on them ; and the per-
fbns, who through the neceffity of the cafe were ap¬
pointed on the fpot to fill the vacancies, were little ufed

F to
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to book-keepirtg; one perfon alone remained (the prefent
book-keeper) who was properly acquainted with mer¬
cantile bufinefs.

Thus it has happened, that the Direflors, who thought
they had done every thing that depended on them to
fecure punctuality in accounts from the very inftitution
of the colony, have found themfelves entirely deprived
of the proper means of examining into the expenditure
and application of all the firft cargoes ; and they are
forry to add, that although one of the Members of Coun¬
cil applied himfelf for a conliderable time to the elta-
blilhment of a proper fyftem of book-keeping, yet his
efforts alfo have been rendered abortive through the
burning of the York, whereby all the moft material books
of the colony were dellroyed.

The Court will not wonder that the DireClors were

flow in fending out articles for trade at a time when fo
much confufion was known to prevail in the colony, and
when the commercial fervants, who had died or returned
to England, were not yet replaced. The Company’s
prefent commercial agent however carried out a large
alTortment fuited to the African market, a great part of
which was immediately dillributed on board the Com¬
pany’s fmall vellels, which are gone with them down the
coal’c; the remainder, as has been Hated, were un¬

fortunately dellroyed on board the York.
In order to give a more complete idea of the commer¬

cial plans of the Direftors, it may be proper here to men¬
tion the number of veffels of every kind belonging to
the CAnpany, and the fervices in which they are em¬
ployed. They have one fhip, the Harpy, of 380 tons
burthen ; another the Amy, of 200 tons; and ten veffels
of 35 to 120 tons. The York, of 850 tons, having
been dellroyed, one of the two larger fhips is for a
time likely be ufed in her Head as a llore fhip, while the
other of them may carry goods to and from Sierra Leone,

all
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all the fmaller velTels being chiefly engaged in collefting
produce on the African coaft, which they are ordered to
convey to the colony as the place of depofit.

The Court in the outfet of their undertaking were led
from various caufes to purchafe rather than to charter the
veflels which carried out goods for Sierra Leone ; but the
vail expence which has been found to attend their larger
fhips, has difinclined them from making any further pur-
chafes of this fort.

It Ihould be obferved, that the chief part of thofe
heavy expences which have been hitherto incurred in the
maintenance of the (hipping, and which have been much
enhanced by the war, though mentioned under this head,
have been Hated in the account as a charge on the
eftablilhment of the colony, and not on the trade of the
Companj^. The Diredlors however have the fatisfadlion
of knowing, that every one of their fmaller veflels has
been for fome time employed in trading expeditions, and
that of their two large fhips, one is now engaged in
trade, and the other is made ufe of at Sierra Leone both
as a receptacle for goods and a proteftion to the colony.

The Governor and Council have thought proper, as a
fublidiary means of fecuring a confiderable quantity of
produce, to eftablifh a few fmall failories chiefly in
the neighbouring rivers, which has been done at a
trifling expence. The French (lave fadlory at Gambia,
which commanded one branch of the river Sierra Leone,
being fituated a few miles above Freetown, has recently
been relinquilhed. Other openings of various kinds have
arifen, the particulars of which the Direftors will not be
expedled to detail; and though no more than a fmall
quantity of African produce, amounting to a few tliou-
fand pounds, has, for the realbns already mentioned, as yet
reached England, yet in no refpedl do the Governor and
Council Hate the profpedls of the Company to have more
confiderably improved than in the openings in the way
pf trade which have appeared in the lall year, and

F 2 efpecially
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efpecially in the latter part of it, when the general
clenfion of the African commerce, through the failure of
mercantile credit in England, was very obfervable on the
coaft.

The Direftprs m»ft here remark hpwever, that they
look forward to the period of the abolition of the Slave
Trade, as the great aera when a confiderable commerce
in African produce may be expefted to commence. When
the Africans, who have been long habituated, tp European
articles, fhall find that nothing will be taken in return
but the produce of their land and labour, then this pro¬
duce mull unqueftionably increafe; they already Ihew a
difpofition to till the foil, if adequate ehcpuragement be
given them, as the fadls which will be recited under the
head of cultivation will fufficiently evince; and as foon
as the Slave Trade Ihall fail them, there is therefore the
■ftrongell reafon to hope that cultivation will iipmediately
proceed} and it is not unnatural to fuppofe that thofe
articles may be raifed and thofe plans of indullry adopted,
of which the banks of the river Sierra Lone will have fet
the example.

The Diredors are not without hope that if any mea-fure fhould be taken by the Britilh parliament even for
the limitation of the Slave Trade, it may have fome
falutary effedl in promoting African indullry, increalingthe produce to be colledled, and thus ferving the Cjom-
pany. As yet they labour under difadvantages which theytrull will not always be impofed on thofe who refufe to
unite a traffic in their fellow creatures with the trade in
natural produce; they alfo willingly fuffer fome prefentlofs by furnilhing articles rather fiiperior in quality andfomewhat different in kind from thofe commonly fent toAfrica ; and in many refpefls they have endeavoured to
purify the principles of the African trade, which they havefound in general to be dreadfully corrupt. In particularthey have rellrained and in fome cafes abolilhed, though notwithout a temporary inconvenience, the cuftom of making

large
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large prefents of rum to the chiefs connefled with them.
They truft alfo they have gone to the root of another
evil, by introducing a confiderable quantity of coin into
the colony, thus fubftituting the plain and certain medium
pf dollars in place of the former one of bars,* which
Jiaving been a medium of calculation that was extremely
variable and confufed, and merely nominal, has occaiioned
much trouble and difpute, and given the opportunity of
pradticing perpetual frauds in the African commerce.

The Diredtors have reafon on the whole to hope that
they have acquired fome credit in Africa, not only by
the general principles of their undertaking, but by the
approved quality of their goods alfo, as well as by the
fairnefs of their fervants in all their commercial tran-
fadiions j and however flow they may have appeared in
their progrefs, they truft therefore that they have laid
fome foundation on which a commercial intercourfe may
advantageoufly proceed.

* The word bar implied originally a bar of iron, which was one
of the moft common articles of commerce, and might be worth
about three fliillings fterling.

CULTIVATION.
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CULTIVATION.

THE fubjeft of Cultivation may be divided
into two heads, that on the Company’s own account,
and that produced or likely to be produced either on
the lands of the Nova Scotians or among the natives
themfelves.

It was a part of the original plan of the Direftors, to
fet on foot as foon as poflible two or three plantations on
their own account, and they accordingly fent out three
managers (or planters) and feveral overfeers ufed to
tropical cultivation. The diftrelTes of the colony during
the firft rainy feafon induced one of the planters to quit
the place, an opportunity being afforded him of returning
to the Weft Indies ; many of the overfeers died; of the
two planters that remained, one was employed for a time
in preparing a cotton plantation near Freetown, but as
he has returned to England, and as the land in qucftion
has been much wanted for other purpofes, this under¬
taking is fufpended for the prefent, and a few of thofe
Nova Scotians whofe lots of land proved particularly
barren, have now the temporary ufe of this fruitful fpot,
from which crops of various articles ufcful to the colony
have been raifcd.

Of the other plantation undertaken on the Company’s
account, which is ftill fuccefsfully proceeding under the
management of the remaining planter who went out by one
of the firft ftiips, the Direflors propofc to fpeak very par¬
ticularly, fince they believe that this is the firft ex¬
periment of the kind which has been made in Africa, and
that a minute account of its progrefs may ferve to throw
confiderable light on the queftion, whether it be prac¬
ticable to cultivate the lands of that continent by means
of the free labour of its own inhabitants.

When
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When It was found that the foil around Freetown was

not fo favourable to cultivation as was expeded, the
planter who has been laft alluded to,* with the fame laud¬
able and ardent zeal which has ever fince diltinguilhedhim, made many fucceffive expeditions both down the
coaft, along the river fide, and into the interior country,with a view of learning the quality of the foil in all the
more diftant parts; he reported that he had found ex¬

tremely good land on the other fide of the river; offered,
if any purchafe of it could be made, to fettle himfelf
there among the natives, and to attempt with their helpalone a regular plantation. A mile fquare of land was
obtained without difficulty from the chief of that diftridl,
in confideration of an annual rent equal to ,^.16; and
about thirty grumettas, or free native labourers, were

got together by his affifiance: the firft work to which
they were put was that of building a houfe for the ma¬
nager ; they were next employed in cutting down the
wood, which entirely covered the country, and they pro¬
ceeded then to hoe the ground, and to plant it with
fugar-cane, cotton, rice, and other vegetables : the terms
of engaging them were four or five bars a month, but
as the valuing of the bars proved a fource of fome alter¬
cation, the price of three dollars a month, or about 3s. 6d.
a week is now fubftituted; the labourers are alfo found
with provifions, which confifl of about a pint and a half
of rice, together with two or three ounces of meat a
piece each day ; they are called to work by the blow¬
ing of a horn, which is heard through the fmall neigh¬
bouring towns in which they refide; and if they are on
the fpot, as they ufually are, at the precife time ex-
pefted which is that of fun rife, they are then accullomed
to receive a fmall glafs of rum, which it is intended
however to commute into fome triHing pecuniary allow¬
ance ; they work under the immediate eye of one of the

' Mr. Janies Watt formerly Planter in Dominica.
better
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bettcf fort of natives, while the planter direfts their
general operations, fees them often from his window, and
walks occalionally amongft them; they go to their din¬
ner (which is dreffed for them in the manager’s hoafe)
and is the only meal they take during their days’s work*
at eleven o’clock, and they return at one; they work
till fun-fet and then receive another fmall glafs of fpirits,
but they drink water only at their meal. Their labour
is thought equal to about two-thirds of a common day’s
work in this country, and it is tolerably fteady, although
they fhew no great exertion in it. Above a year has
now elapfed with little or no variation, either in the
number of the labourers or in the regularity of their
work, except in the iingle inftance of their abfenting
themfelves for a few weeks at the approach of the
rainy feafon, in order to Work at the plantations about
their own towns, and it is thought that means may be
taken for preventiug even this interruption for the future.'

It is material to take fome notice of the manner in
which their wages are fpent: when they have received
their pay, which they always claim on the day after the
appearance of the new moon, they fend over to Freetown
to fell the dollars as they term it; the articles taken in
return are for the moft part clothing or houfehold uten-
fils, for it does not appear that thofe gains which the
natives acquire by regular induftry are commonly applied
to any pernicious ufe. The labourers who work in the
Company’s plantation may now be diftiiiguilhed from
moll of the other natives by fome additional articles in
their drefs ; they wear a hat and a jacket which the
others in general do not, and they have trowfers of a
better quality, being evidently difpofed to copy after the
Europeans, though it is only a fmall part of their clothing,
and Hill lefs of their houlhold furniture and mode of
living that they have as yet adopted ; they are taught to
abftain from work on Sundays, when they attend a Nova
Scotia preacher now refident among them, who afts

alfo
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al(b during the week as fchool-mafter to fereral native
children.

The land which they put in cultivation the firft year
was not confiderable, having been only about fifteen
acres, of which about twelve acres were planted with
alternate rows of rice and cotton. A nurfery of fugar
canes has been alfo fet on foot, and is, on the whole,
advancing; but the ants (or bugabugs) have done much
damage among them. It is fuppofed however tliat this
obllacle to the growth of the fugar cane will be removed,
as foon as the roots of the trees which have been cut

down lhall have rotted away; fince the ants are faid to
derive confiderable fupport from them-

The Direftors have the fitisfaflion of obferving, that
although fome little differences may have occalionally
arifen between the manager and the natives engaged
with him, yet on the whole the Company’s profpefts
have much improved in that part, and many proofs have
been given of the great advances that may be made in
civilization, if the prefent objedi fliould be llcadily pur-
fued, and efpecially if means fhould be found of cun*
fiderably extending the fame fyftem.

Jt has lately been difeovered, that feveral towns adjacent
to the Company’s plantation are very much increafed,
not only by the acceflion of ihcfs natives who work for
the Company, but alfo of many others. It appears alia
that the natives are more difpofed in general to niigraca
towards liie fides of the river, which heretofore have
been very little peopled : a fenle of the fccurity of their
perlbns more and more prevails, and they are lefs averie
to let the bufh around their towns be cut down; whicii,
funiiliarifcd as they have been with the idea of 'ocing
furprifed and carried into flavery, they were accullomej
always to fpe.ak of as a convenient flielter. The diificulvy
indeed of landing on the Bulani fide of the river, by
lelfcning the intercourfe with liuropeans, has c.aulcd ;i
very viable difference in the ch-irader of the natitesof

*
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that diftn(fl; they are lefs violent and lefs addiiled to
liquor than their oppofite neighbours, and they alfo live
more by,their induflry; they are in general difpofed to
enter into the views of the government of Sierra Leone,
and feem very little inclined to believe thofe flave-traders,
who tell them that the Company has injurious deligns
againft them; and one of their chief men makes it his
profefled principle neither to fell nor to keep a Have. A
fecond plantation appears now to be defired by them, and
their King has lately ceded another fquare mile of land
for that purpofe.

The Directors have further to mention under the head
of Cultivation on the Company’s own account, a fmall
garden of experiment in the neighbourhood of Freetown,
which is under the care of an able botanift. A variety
of native plants and feeds has been collefted from time
to time, which are cultivated thera with great attention ;
and it is hoped that fome future benefit, either to the
Company or co’ony, as well as fome ufeful acceffion
of botanical knowledge, may refult from the labours of
this gentleman. The Court of Diredlors have fucceeded-
in obtaining feveral valuable articles of tropical cul¬
tivation, through his Majelly’s permiflion, from the royal
gardens at Kew, and particularly the bread-fruit tree,
which will form a very important addition to the Com¬
pany’s colleflion.

In fpeaking of the cultivation t’nat has taken place
fince tire inllitution of the colony, through the labour
that has been exerted by the Nova Scotians, or the natives
on their own account, the DireTors are not yet able to
report any confiderable progrefs. A great part of the
attention and induftry of the coloniils has been applied
to the building of the town, of which it may not be im¬
proper in this place to enter into fome defeription*

It
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It is fituatecl on a dry and rather elevated Ipot, on

the fouth-fide of Sierra Leone river, and it occupies
between feventy and eighty acres of land; its length being
about one third of a mile, and its breadth nearly the
fame. It contains near four hundred houfes, each houfe
having one twelfth of an acre of ground annexed to it,
on which a few vegetables are raifed. The llreets run,
in general, from north-well to fouth-eall, there being
nine in this direflion, and three crofs llreets, and they
are eighty feet wide, one only excepted, which runs
within fifty feet of the river fide, and of which the width
is one hundred and fixty feet. The public buildings are
almoll all placed in the broad llreet, and they confill of
a cliurch, fituated near the middle of the town, which
will accommodate about eight hundred people; the
governor’s houfe and offices; a large Itorehoufe, under
which as well as under the governor’s houfe a brick llore-
cellar has been built; a large hofpital; and fix or eight
other wooden houfes, offices, and fhops, occupied by the
Company’s fervants: the frames of all the abovemen-
tioned buildings were fent out from England. Four canvas
houfes, or rather rooms, have been alio furnilhed from
hence, and one public building has been ercdled of the
common materials of the country, but this is already
going to decay as well as the canvas houfes; while all
the other buildings, having been ercfled with care and
framed of wood prepared in England, appear likely to
lall for fomc years.

The dwelling-houfes of the fettlers, which conftitute
the chief part of the town, were at firll inferior even to
the common huts of the natives, but arc now far fuperior
to them in every refpedl; a few of them have been re¬
paired and enlarged, but the greater part have been
pulled down (their general feite having been changed
by the government,) and are new completely rebuilt.
Indeed the firll huts were intended by the Nova Scotians
to be only temporary dwellings, and were made with very

G z lutl«
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Kttle trouble of the ccmmon materials of the country,
confifting merely of a few ports let into the ground, the
intervals between which were then wattled and plaillered
with clay, and the thatching W’as of long grafs ; the rtze
of thefe may have been on the average about eighteen
feet by twelve, and the value of the labour bellowed
on each about forty rtiillings.

The prefent houies of the fettlers are formed, both as to
the fides and flooring (for they are all of them floored),
of fuitable timber cut, and framed in the country, and
they are fecured from damp by being raifed one or two
feet from the ground by means of floncs or blocks of
wood : a number of them are already covered with either
boards or fldngles, and it is intended to finilh them all
in this manner, but the greater part are thatched with
grafs for the prefent. Only a very few of them have
chimni’ys, but it is common neverthelels to burn a fire
in one of the rooms during the rainy feafon, the fmoke
either finding its W'ay through the thatching or parting
out by the door and windows. The prefent houfes
are in general from twenty to thirty feet long, and from
twelve to fifteen feet wide, and they are in moll cafes
divided into two rooms ; the average value of the whole
labour bellowed on each, including the materials, may
be eliimated at about ten pounds.

Of the land immediately adjoining to the town, care
has been taken to referve a portion to the Company on
every fide. All this referved land, without including any
of the remote parts diretrtly fouth, on which fide the
referved land has no other boundary than that preferibed
in the grant of land originally made by the natives, may
be com.puted at about two hundred acres, part of whichis the ground already fpoken of that was intended for a
cotton plantation, but is now occupied by the Nova
Scotians.^ Only a fmall proportion of thefe two hundred
acres is m actual cultivation, but the whole of it is
cicaied. The healthinefs of the fettlemeut has undoubt¬

edly
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cdly been much promoted by the early mcafurcs thaf
were taken to clear this furrounding dlilrict; and the
prudent refervation of it that has been made may here¬
after conduce to many important ends, and in particular
it may afford the means cf enlarging the town if there
Ihould be occafion.

The lots of land which have been given to the Nova
Scotians lie towards the fouth-eaft of Freetown, all the
wcflern diilrift being in the pofl'cfiion of the natives, and
the fouthern fide being thought too mountainous and
difficult of accefs to be ufed at prefent for cultivation.
The neareft of the lots is about a third of a mile from
the town, and the moft diftant about two miles and a

quarter j they occupy in all about four fquare miles, or
two thoufand five hundred and fixty acres, and they are
each of them now rendered acceffible by a path of ten feet
broad, which has been cut with great labour and expence :
only a few lots however which are lituated near the tosvn,
have as yet been in any meafure cleared or cultivated.

In order to excite a fpirit of emulation in tilling the
foil, premiums were given in the fuid year by the govern¬
ment to the fctclers who raifed the greatel't quantity of
the following articles, viz. rice, yams, plantains, rddows,
cabbages, Indian corn, and cotton ; the whole amount
of thefe premiums was about one hundred pounds. This
meafure appears to have had fo good an effed, that there
is an intention of repeating it in the fecond feafon, mak¬
ing a few variations in the manner of executing it, wiiich
the experience of the full year hus fuggclled.

Concerning the progrefs of cultivation among the
natives, it is hardly to be expedfed that theie is much as
yet to be reported to the Court; indeed the fize of their
plantations has commonly varied fo exceedingly from
year to year, that any appearance of increafed indufiry
^imong them during a fingle feafon, ought not too con¬
fidently to be aferibed either to tiie new demand occafioned

by
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by the colonifts of Sierra Leone, or to the Company’s
influence and example. The price of rice, the chief
article of cultivation on the coafi:, has been at fome times
forty (hillings per ton, and at others no lefs than twenty-
five or even thirty pounds. This variation is owing
partly no doubt to the difference in the feafons, but may
reafonably be afcribed, in a very great degree, to the
difficulty which the Africans find in forming any proper
computation of the demand which is likely to arife for
their produce; a plentiful year fometimes betraying them
into a general negledt of their plantations, and a fcarce
year feldom falling, on the other hand, to pioduce a fu-
perlluous cultivation in the year immediately fucceeding.

The effablifhment of a commercial fadlory on the coall,
tvhofe bufinefs it will be to form regular contrafts with
the natives, as well as to obferve the general extent of.
the cultivation, and to make purchafes with a view to
the exportation of the furplus produce, will tend, as the
Directors truff, to excite a more regular indultry, and to
bring about, though at firfl flowly and imperceptibly, the
molt important and extenlive confequences.

CIVILIZATION.
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CIVILIZATION.

UNDER this head of the Report, the Diredors
will Introduce a confiderable body of information. They
will fpeak lirft of the mode of government exercifed in
the fettlement; and they will then give the character of
the fettlers ; they will afterwards enter upon the general
fubjeil of Civilization ; in doing which they will defcribe
the miferable date to which it appears from the tcf-
timonies afforded at Sierra Leone, that the natives of
Africa have been reduced, through their intercourfe wdth
Europeans ; and the Direftors will conclude with an
account of the deps which have been taken by the Sierra
Leone Company to introduce Chridianity and Civiliza¬
tion among the Africans, of whofe capacity and difpo-
dtion to receive inltrudlion fome very fatisfadory in¬
formation will be given.

The Diredors have as yet received no exprefs powers
from parliament for adminidering the government of
Sierra Leone ; they have conlidered, as they were bound
to do, that the Britilh conditution, as far as it is appli¬
cable to the circumdances of the place, is of courfe tranf-
ferred thither, and that the blacks and whites living in
the colony have an equal right to the privileges of Britidt
fubjeds.

Trial by jury has been edablilhed, and the Nova
Scotia blacks, though polledlng very little knowledge of
the Britilh laws, have aded as jurymen; one of the Com¬
pany’s chief fervants always prefiding as the judge.
'J'he punilhments indided have been mild, conliding
rather in fines than in corporal punilhment; the verdids
have been in general very jud, and, on the whole, the
Nova Scotians’have ferved on the juries in a manner

that
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that ruHlciently proves the propriety and prudetice of
extending to them a privilege which they fo much
value. It may. be prefumed alfo, that the gradual ac-*
quaintance with the principles of Englilh law, which
the Nova Scotians gain in the periodical feflions of the
peace, may be of ufe in improving their minds> and
may operate as a general help towards civilization.

The defence of the colony from external enemies is
neceflarily entrulled to the body of Nova Scotians alfo.
Their arms are always ready ; and though their courage
has not been put to any aftual trial, yet their alacrity in
coming forward in a moment of fuppofed danger, has
been experienced on more than one occafion. Moll of
them indeed bore arms in the American war, and fome
have been praftifed in firing the guns, which have been
mounted for the colony’s defence.

In order to introduce a fyltem of internal police, every
ten houfeholders have been inllrucled to chufe annually a
tithing-man, and every ten tithing-men a hundredor;
the lall mentioned of whom are three in number, there
being about three hundred houfeholders in the colony.
The hundredors are confulted by the Governor and
Council, on fuch occafions as concern the general in-
terefis of the Nova Scotians.

The Directors are convinced, that in proceeding to
form any plans of government, it will be neceflary to
confider the ftatc of mind of thofe who are to be go¬
verned, and a variety of local circumltances. They have
hitherto advifed the Governor and Council to proceed
gradually, talcing experience as much as poffible for their
guide, and endeavouring to apply a remedy to every evil
as it arofe, rather than to form at once any confiderable
code of new local inltitutions.

The Directors with to obferve, that in thus touching
brieriy on the point of Government, they have thought it
fufikient to Hate the general principles whicii have been
aflumed, and the manner of trying offences and pro¬

viding
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viding for the defence and police of the colony, which
has been reforted to up to this period; they do not wilh
at prefent to give any opinion of thofe meafures, which
it may be proper to give hereafter to this important fub-
jed.

In proceeding to fpeak of the ftate of Religion and
Alorals within the fettlement, it is only doing juftice to
the Company’s fervants, in the lirft place, to remark,
that their condud in general has been fober, moral,
and exemplary; and thac the fuperior fervants efpecially,
in whom the chief power is veiled, appear to have pro¬
moted the caufe of Chrillanity and the pradice of every
moral duty, both by the manner in which they have
exercifed the public tryll committed to them, and by
their private influence, and their example. On the fub-
jed of the labors of the clergymen who went out from
England, the Diredors think it their duty to obferve,
that tlie colony has derived fervices highly important, in
every view, from the gentlemen who filled this part of
their eflablilhment.

The Diredors in fpeaking fo favourably as they have
done of the general morals of their own fervants, muit
of courfe be underllood to except all thofe of whom any
thing that implies a contrary charader has been men¬
tioned in any part of this report; and they mull alfo
make an exception of a few others wlio have not been
individually noticed. The perfons in whom they have
been the mofl difappointed, have been the lower overfeers,
of w'hom it was diilicult to get any thorough knowledge
at the time of engaging them, on account of their hav¬
ing refidcd in the Well Indies : of the feveral individuals
of this clafs that originally went out, none are now re¬
maining in the colony. The Court will not wonder, if in
fpite of all the care taken in the choice of the perfons fent
to Sierra Leone, a few inftances firould have occurred even
ijf notorious immorality among fo conlidcrable a num-
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ber. The Direflors, however, have reafon to think, that
the proportion of their regular fervants, who can be juftly
charged with any thing direftly licentious and immoral,
will be found to have been very fmall on the whole :
and they have the fatisfaflion of faying, that a confider-
able decency of manners, and an unwillingnefs to dif-
grace the caufe in which they are engaged, appears at
this time to pervade their eftablifhment.

Of the charafler of the Nova Scotia blacks, who may
he faid to conilitute the colony, the Direftors propofe to
give a very full defcription. Some degree of judgment
may be formed concerning the ftate of morals among them,
by adverting to the offences which have been brought to
view at the periodical feffions of the peace. The higheft
crimes for which any profecutions have yet taken place,
have been adultery and petty theft; and more than one
conviftion for the former of thefe has occurred. From that
clafs of vices which comes lefs under the cognizance of a
public court, the Nova Scotians are in fome refpedls re¬
markably free; marriage is extremely general among
them, and all thofe evils which more particularly refult
from its being in difufe, are therefore in a great meafure
avoided : drunkennefs is by no means common : fwearing
is hardly ever heard : their attention to the Sabbath is
alfo groat; they on that day abftain entirely from work,
drefs themfelves in very good (and fome of them even in
very gay) attire, and repair together with their children
to church, where their deportment during the fervice,
and their whole appearance are reprefented to be fuch as
to form a very ftriking fpeftacle.

It will appear from the above general defcription, that
the Nova Scotians are evidently fupcrior to the generality
of people of the fame order in this country, in refpecl to
that particular clafs of morals that has been treated of;
but this is certainly the moft favourable way of viewing

them.
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them. It will be necefTary, in order to give a juft idea
of their whole character, to enter rather largely into fome
other points: and firft it may be proper to take notice of
their religion, and then to dwell on fome of the peculiar
difpofitions and prejudices of their minds, efpecially as
they may refpeft the Company : after which a retro-
fpeftive view will be taken of their pall circumftanccs
and condition.

On the firft of thefe heads it may be obferved, that
the Nova Scotians are not only punftual, as has been
already Hated, at their worlhip, but that many of them
profefs alfo in other refpedts much regard to religion,
it is natural how’cver to imagine, that among fuch a
body of men, almoit all of them claiming to be thought
Chrillians, there will be fome who have imbibed very
inadequate or enthufiaftic notions of Chriftianity ; a few
perhaps who fet up hypocritical pretenfions to it; while
there may be many others w'ho, notwithftanding fome
defeift in their religious knowledge, may be confiftent
and lincere Chrillians. There are five or fix black preach¬
ers among them, raifed up from their own body, who
are not w ithout a confiderable influence; and it is fuppofed
that the dlfcipline which they preferve in their litttle
congregations, has contributed materially to the main¬
tenance of the general morals w hich have been fpoken of.

The due regulation and command of their tempers, is
one of thofe points in w'hich the Diredors mull itate
that the Nova Scotians are (many of them at leall) moll
eminently found to fail. They have appeared in many
inltances remarkably rafti and hally in their judgments,
and vehement in all the difpofitions of their mind. The
violence which occafionally broke out at an early period
of the fettlement, was fuch as to give ferious anxiety to
the government; it fhewed itfclf in vehement declamations
made fometimes in the public llrects, and in marked
exprcllions of contumely rudely and publicly uttered
avainll the Companv’s chief fervants, Some fvmptoms
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of ambition appeared about the fame time in one or two
individuals, who had acquired a temporary popularity in
the colony. The extreme violence which has been fpoken
of was ordinarily confined to a very.few, but fome degree
of it occafionally extended itfelf to a greater number,
and the more forward and alfuming individuals then grew
eager to diftate in the name of the whole body. This
turbulence muft certainly be mentioned as one of the
chief circumftances of diferedit to the character of the
infant fettlement. Although the Diredlors truft that fo
mifehievous a fpirit has now confiderably fubfided, they
have neverthelefs thought it proper to fend out orders,
that if there fhould hill be any individuals who perfift
in complaining againft the governmentj they fhould be
defired to avail themfelves of an opportunity which will
be afforded them of returning back to Nova Scotia,

The unreafonablenefs of many of the fettlers in efli-
mating their own merits, and their very inadequate fenfe
of thole obligations which have been conferred on them
by the Company, muft be ftated as another material cir-
cumftance to the prejudice of feveral of their charaifters.
All this is combined indeed with the falfe and abfurd
notions which the more forward among them have im¬
bibed concerning their rights as freemen, and the whole
nature of their claims on the Company,

When the Governor and Coui;cil thought proper to
difmifs one of the hova Scotians from his work, bn
account of difrefpedful conduct towards his fuperiors, a
number of his comrades made a formal application to
have it eftablilhed as a law, that no Nova Scotia labourers
working under the Company fhould ever be turned
oft in future, unlefs after a verdict given to that purpofe
by a jury of his peers. When the difpute ended con¬
cerning the quantity of the Company’s own land to be
referved near the fhore for public ufes, fome of the Nova
Scotians in allowing at length that a certain portion of it
fhould be fo referved, conceded the point by faying, that
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t’ney would olUge the Company with the piece of land in
(jueflion. I he claims which they let up for an increafe of
wages, and for a reduftion in the price of articles fold at
the Company’s ftore-houfc, have been already mentioned
to the court, and their unreafonablenefs has in no in-
inftance appeared more ftrongly than in thefe appli¬
cations ; for their wages at the time of their complaint
tyere, as has been already Hated, no lefs than two fliil-
lings and lix-pence a day; and the price of the goods
fold to them was only fuch as to afford a clear profit,
(after paying freight, interell of money, as well as prime
coll and all other charges) of about ten per cent to tiie
Company. It is worthy of remark a!!'o, that they ufually
prefer both the above mentioned and all their other
claims, though matters of bargain between the two cen-
trat'ting parties, emphatically in their charaiflcr of free¬
men. If an additional lixpcnce be not added to their
wages, they declare that they lhall then conceive them-
felves to be treated as flaves. If the governor be not
difmiffed for having ordered water to be mixed with
the rum before it was expofed to fale (which it has
proved on enquiry that he did with no other purpefe,
than that of bringing it to the fair and proper proof),
it is intimated in like manner that the whole colony is
about to be reduced to flavery. Undoubtedly thefe c;:-
preffions are ufed often in hailc, arc foniciiines al'b re-
tracled, and in whatever name they may be urged. lh:)u!d
never be charged on the whole body. 'I'hty afford a
fpeciincn however of the fort of rcal'onings with whsch
tiie government abroad has frequently had to conibat,
and they may tend to Ihew the propriety cf the line of
conduct adopted by the Direfters, which has been that
of endeavouring to compofe the minds of the color.iJls,
by giving a favourable impreffion of the Company’s ge¬
neral dilpoiition tow'ards them, rather than attempting to
fitisfy them by reiterated and unrcafoii.''.ble ccr.ccfi:0!u.
'I he fubllance of their complaints, if they could be maoe
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good, would amount in efFeft to this; that the Com¬
pany gain too much money by their dealings with the
fettlers, and are profiting to an unreafonable degree at
their expence ; for all the points in difpute have been
required by them to be fettled in feme way that would
turn out more favourably to the Nova Scotians, and
more unfavourably to the finances of the Company.

The Directors have Hated in the foregoing account,
that out of about two hundred and forty thouland pounds
capital, above eighty thoufand pounds has been alread)^
fpent in eltablilhing the colony ; and, if the dead flock
be included (as the greater part of it may), above one
hundred thoufand pounds. If the Company had pro¬
ceeded entirely on thofe interefted views which fome of
the Nova Scotians have been ready to aferibe to them,
and had merely eflabliflied a fadlory for their trade, the
expenditure of a fourth or a fifth part of this fum would
probably have been fufficient; and confequently about
eighty thoufand pounds (not to mention the expence paid
by government in tranfporting the Nova Scotians) might
have been faved. The bare ftatement of thefe fads fuf.ici-
ently proves the unreafonablenefs of thofe Nova Scotians,
who are always complaining of the illiberality of the
Company. It is true that advantages poflibly even out¬
weighing all this cxpence, have accrued to the Company
from their migration to Sierra Leone. Thefe however
have been advantages not gained by the Company as
traders looking to their own profit, but as founders of
the Sierra Leone Colony ; for the firm eflablifament of
which they may reckon thcmfelves chiefly indebted to the
Nova Scotians. This fum of eighty thoufand pounds,
(which is a third part of the Company’s whole capital)
has therefore been the price paid for the civilization that
is now begun in Africa : it has been facrificed to that
caufe, which the Sierra Leone Company have confidered
as their own, the caule of Chriflianity and Freedom
and Civilization among the race of A.fiicans j to the

caufe
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caufe more particularly of thefe Nova Scotians them-
fcl ves and their polierity.

The jealoufy and fufpicion (hewn by many of the Nova
Scotians, cfpecially in their intercourfe with whites, is
another circumftance that muft be mentioned in fome
degree to their prejudice. They have all profcifcd indeed
to entertain the mod favourable opinion of the intentions
and principles of the Diredlors, who therefore hope that
they will be difpofed to a ready acquiefeence in the de-
cifions of the Court, whenever they may be made known
to them. Few however of the fervants fent out have

efcaped their (hare of harlh and unreaibnable fufpicion :
but though this unpleafant difpofition mud be mentioned,
as forming one material feature in the charabler of the
fcttlers : yet great allowance for it will undoubtedly be
made, if due confideration be had of the various fuf-
ferings which fome of them have undergone, and the
very unequal mcafure of jullice which they have formerly
received, and are now habituated to expeft, at the hand
of whites.

In eftimating indeed the whole charafler that has
been given of the Nova Scotians, the peculiar circum-
ftances of their pad lives ought not to be forgotten, and
this therefore is a fubjeft to which it is material to draw
for a while the attention of the Court.

It fliould be remembered that the men wliorn the
Dircdlors have been deferibing were all of them at one
time Slaves ; that in that period of their lives, when they
were abridged of their liberty, they probably, like othci s
in their condition, were but little rellrained in refpedl
to many branches of morals, that marriage was not then
indituted among them, that the want of parental care and
indrudion was not at all fupplicd by any indituiion of
fchools, and that no one in fhort then confidercd it as,

his duty to inculcate any kind of religious or moral prin¬
ciples among them. It (hould be coufidcrcd alfo, how

much
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much they maft> at the (ame time, have been degraded
in refpeft to the faculties of their minds, how fmall
their opportunities of knowledge were, how little in¬
ducement they had to cultivate their talents, or to exert
their underftaudings. They felt undoubtedly a ftrong fenfe
of the peculiar hardlhips under which they laboured, but
it is probable they were very little acquainted with the true,
nature of civil rights, or accuftomed to think accurately
about them : on the contrary, they may very naturally be
fuppofed to have often confounded the unavoidable hard-
ihips of life, and the punifhments needful in fociety, with
all thofe other ills which a principle of arbitrary power
impofes, and which it can fignify little to thofe who are
involved in a Hate of hopelefs captivity particularly to
difcriminate. It is to feme want of diferimination and
remaining ignorance in this refpefl, that much of that
unreafonablcnefs of the Nova Scotians which has been
deferibed, and that fome of the abfurdeft of thofe par¬
ticular claims which have been fpecified, may obvioufly be
traced, and not to any original fault in their moral cha¬
racter more than in that of other men, nor to any natural
inferiority in their underttanding. And when it is con-
iidered how often the advocates for a fyftem of fervitude
have, on their part, confounded both flavery itfelf and all
the enormities attending it, with the neceflary evils of.
human life, and the inttitutipns that are requifite in civil
focicty, it furely need not excite furprife if emancipated
ll-ivcs fhould be fubjeCb to a like confulion of ideas, and
I’noald feem, in the fame manner, to labour under fome
uulnefs and inaccuracy of underttanding, when aCling
under the bias of felf-intereft.

Jt feeins proper to obferve, in addition to what has.
been already faid on the original condition of the Nova
Scotians, that the DircClors are not without reafon for
foppoilng the ftate of their fervitude to have been more
harih than the American fervitude is in general; for it
fiiould be iioticcd, that they form a portion of thofe flaves
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who, during the American war, ran away from their maf^
ters and took refuge in the king’s army; which it feems
natural to imagine that thofe would in general be the
moll difpofed to do, whofe lituation was the moll hard
and uncomfortable, indeed if this prefumption of their
ill treatment, arifing from the manner of their eman¬
cipation, (which is increafed by the account that a few
of them recite of their extraordinary fufferings) Ihould
be thought unfair, and Ihould appear to derogate too
much from the fuppofed mildnefs and humanity of Ameri¬
can mafters, it fcems then to follow, on the other hand,
that they were thofe Haves who were the lead fenfible
of the mild treatment they received, who were the lead
attached to the perfons of their mailers, and the moll
prone to be difcontented with their condition. On either
of thcfe fuppbfitions, the Nova Scotians may be faid to
furnilh a lefs favourable fpecimen of the charadler to be
expedted in emancipated Haves, than may be commonly
hoped for in other cafes. It can hardly be necelTary to
obferve how extremely unfavourable the circumllances
through which they have pafled into a Hate of-freedom,
will appear if their cafe Ihould be compared with that of
Haves, who might be emancipated on a prudent principle
of diferimination ; to whom liberty having been firll held
out in profpedl, in order to prepare them for it, might
be granted after a certain period of fervice, as the pro-
feHed reward of induHry and merit; or might perhaps
be communicated by degrees, as local or other circum¬
llances might make advifable ; privilege after privilege
being added, in proportion as their diligence flioiild ad¬
vance, as their property Hiould accumulate, and their
perfonal interell in the maintenance and well being of
the fociety Ihould increafe.

But to refume the fubjecl which occalioned this Ihort
digrelfion—the Nova Scotia blacks having been born in
North America of African parents or progenitors, (a few
only excepted who were imported Africans, and were

1 chicily
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chiefly kidnapped as they fay in their infancy) having
paffed the principal part of thdr lives in a Hate of llavery
that was probably worfe than ordinary, and having theii
emancipated themfelves in the manner that has beeri
mentioned, they fulfilled on their part the conditions
required of them in the proclamations iflued by the
Britilh commanders, having been of the number of loy-
alills who joined the llandard of Great Britain. What¬
ever education or inftruftion any of them have received^
appears to have been chiefly, if not entirely, got lince
the aera of their emancipation. A few of them with a
part of their earnings put themfelves to fchoo], with
the view either of increafing their religious knowledge,
or of laying the ground for fome future improvement
in their condition : and thefe are now the preachers and
fchool-mafiers of the Sierra Leone colony. After paffing
through various fcenes, for the moft part living among
the Britilh foldiers, and following the common fortune of
the army ; not unfrequently expofing themfelves in battle,
as the wounds of feveral will tellify, and getting credit
always for their courage, but not fo uniformly for all the
other parts of their charafter; their numbers being now
confiderably reduced by the death of fome and the dif-
perfion of others (a portion of them being fuppofed to'
have again fallen into the hands of the Americans) ; the
remainder were brought to Nova Scotia at the end of the
war, in order to receive, in common with the white
loyalifts, certain allowances of provifions and portions of
land, in purfuance of the promifes made to them in thofe
proclamations, which have been already alluded to. They
Hate that they obtained the rations of provifions, though
not to the full extent of their expeclations ; that inftead
of the promifed lots of land, they got in general only a*
fmall town-lot of little value, the white loyalifts having
engrolfed all the ground that was valuable; and that they
were further difappointed in not fipding themfelves ad¬
mitted to the ufual privileges of Britilh fubjefts, and in

par-
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particular to the right of trial by jury. It has been
already noticed, that their fenfe of thefe injuries, together
with their experience of the unfavourablenefs of the cli¬
mate of Nova Scotia, induced them to feck redrefs from
the Britilh government, by means of a delegate from
their own body, whom they fent to England for that
purpofe.

When Mr. Clarkfon appeared as the Company’s agent
in Nova Scotia, and Hated at fcveral public meetings of
the free blacks, the propofals held out to them by the
Company, together with the liberal ofi'er of a free paflage
to Sierra Leone made by the Britilh government, they
exprelTed at once tire moll lively joy and exultation ;
they congratulated themfelves on being now about to be
emancipated from a fituation which they had almoll con-
fidered as a fecond fervitude, both on account of the
fpecific hardlhips already Hated, and the general dif-
repute and inequality of treatment which had followed
them into the BritiHi colony, in which they had at¬
tempted to incorporate themfelves. The eagernefs of
their delire to migrate, appears to have rendered Mr.
Clarkfon lb much the more careful in guarding them
againH the indulgence of all unreafonable expeflations.
No allowance even of proviHons after their arrival was
held out to them, and the necellity of working on their
lots of land, in order to get their livelihood, was urged
upon them univerfally. But their ardour was not at all
repreHed by thefe or any fimilar fuggcllions; they fold
hallily and without regret, at the moll inadequate prices,
fuch of theiiiiittle elFeds as could not eafily be carried away
with them ; a few of thofe who were polfcfled of property
afliHed others who were in debt to fatisfy fuch claims as
might have prevented their migration; and fcveral who
were the heads of families undertook for the fupport of
the younger and more unprotcdled females, to whom no
palTage was granted except on this condition, d he whole
body waited fevcral weeks in tents at Halifax, for the

I z coUedion
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colled^lon of the fhipping, during which time they were
expofed to much inclemency of weather, and contracted
a confiderable degree of fcknefs : they fet fail in the
beginning of January, 1793^ having readily adopted
every meafure that was fuggelted to them for the main¬
tenance of exaCl order during the voyage, and having
thus far uniformly teftified both their gratitude and
obedience to Mr. Clarkfon and to the Company,

Their conduCl fince this period has been already
fufficiently defcribed, and the Directors think that when
it is confidered in connection with all thofe circumftances
of their paft lives which have now been alfo mentioned,
although fonie of the pleafmg expectations which were
excited by a few firft appearances may have been dif-
appointed, their character may fairly be faid to turn out
as favourably on the whole as could reafonably be ex¬
pected. It fhould be noticed indeed, that among thefe
emancipated Haves, there have not been wanting inllances
of a few, at leaft, who have afforded a moft favourable
fpecimen of the African character, on whofe general dif-
pofrtions Chriftianity appears to have had a moll benign
and happy influence, and who have (hewn themfelves on
ail occalions humble and contented, the friends of order,
and the zealous promoters of peace.

Let it therefore be carefully remembered, on the one
hand, that every thing which has been faid in difparage-
ment of the Nova Scotians, is to be underftood with fome
exceptions, and with various degrees of limitsftion. Let
it alfo be confidered, . on the other, how great and various
have been the difadvantages under which all of them have
laboured ; and it will then no doubt appear, that the tur¬
bulence of fome, the unreafonablenefs as well as jealoufy
of many more, and all the other unfavourable circumftances
in their charaCler, are more or lefs to be looked for in any
body of men who have been in their condition. They are

faults



( 69 )
faults Incident to them moft unqueftionably, not as blacks,
but they may be traced to our common nature. And who
is there who will venture to fay that if he had palTed
through the fame feenes, had ftruggled under a like fuc>
ceffion of vexations, hardftiips, and difappointments, and
had entered into life alfo under limilar difadvantages, his
mind would not have contradted any of the fame pre¬
judices, nor his charadter have been marked by any of
thofe untoward difpofitions, which belong to fome of the
prefent coloniils of Sierra Leone ?

It has been already noticed that the Governor and
Council are endeavouring, in compliance with the wifties
of the Diredtors, to expedite as much as poflible the
fettling of them on their own lands; by the cultivation of
which there is reafon to think that they, like the former
fettlers now living at Granville Town, may be able to
get a comfortable fubfiftence. And if, by the blefling of
Providence on their induftry, they Ihould find their fub-
ftance accumulate and their general profperity advance,
their families at the fame time continuing to increafe, it
can hardly be doubted that they will thus gradually be
brought to eftimate mere juftly their obligations to the
Company.

It is important however to obferve, that both with a
view to their own happinefs and to the Company’s great
objcdl of extending civilization in Africa, it is of the
higheft confequence that they ftiouid neither be left with¬
out infirudiors from hence, nor without a government
confiding of Europeans.

1 heir children, who are about three hundred in num¬
ber, are univcrlally fent to fchool, and arc reported to
advance quite as fall in their learning as children com¬
monly do in this country; although they were not fupplied
till lately with very fuitable and fufficient Engiiih mailers.
The Dircdlors propofe’ to {pare no pains or expence that
may be necefl'ary in order to maintain this part of their
ellitbliibmcnt on the bed footing, and they will continue

to
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to dlrefl the peculiar attention of the Governor and
Council to fo very important an objedl:; for it is to. this
rifing generation of well-educated blacks, that the Direc¬
tors chiefly look for the gradual improvement of the in¬
ternal ftate of the colony ; and to them alfo it feems by no
means prefumptuous to hope that fome of the more diftant
and even of the interior parts of Africa, may one day
poffibly be indebted for the introdudlion of Chriftianity,
for the propagation of European knowledge, and fome
important attainments in Civilization.

The progrefs made in the extenflon of Civilization
among the natives, together with the difliculties which
have occurred, and the opening profpe£is in this refpedl
which have been afforded, are the only part of the
prefent general head that remains to be treated of: this
however is a matter of fuch great importance, and of
fo very interefting a nature alfo, that the Diredfors are
perfuaded they need offer no apology for entering into it
at fome length, and for laying before the Court fuch
adlual information as they have received upon it, with
freedom as well as particularity.

It muft be obvious to the Proprietors that, in treating of
the Civilization of Africa, the nature and tendency of
the prefent African blave Trade, come direftly and
neceffarily under confideration. I'he Diredtors however
in fpeaking of the .Slave Trade, do not propofe to deal
in obfervations and arguments raifed by themfelves at
home on this beaten topic ; conceiving that they (hall do
more exadl as well as ample juftice to the fubjedl, by
reforting to a Ample narrative of what has been palfmg
under the view of their fervants abroad, and by the
enumerating of a few Itrong but authentic fafts, which it
will neither be neceflary to preface with much intro-
duclion, nor to follow up with any long or laboured
comment.

the
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The heads under which it may be convenient to clafs

all that intelligence from Sierra Leone which bears on
the general queftion of the civilization of Africa, feem to
be the following : Firll, the deplorable Hate to which
the diftrift around Sierra Leone, previous to the forma¬
tion of the colony, had been reduced, through its inter-
courfe with Europeans; an intercourfe carried on up to
that time, chiefly, if not exclufively, for the puipofe of
procuring flaves. ■- In the fecond place, they will Hate
a number of more recent fafts, fome of them exhibiting
the nature of the prefent flave trade, others Ihewing the
obftrudlion which it has adlually given to the Company’s
attempts to promote civilization ; a few further fafls will
be mentioned which may ferve as proofs of the temper
and moderation obferved on the part of the Company’s
fcrvants towards the flave-traders; and thcfe principles
wul alfo be fairly ftated, which the Direftors of the
Sierra Leone Company profefs to maintain in refpeft to
their future conduft towards them.

A full view of the Slave Trade, and of the man/
dillrefsful circumftances connected with it, having been
taken, this melancholy topic will give place to that of-
the opening profpefls of civilization which, notwithfland-
ing every obltacle, have been afforded ; and in purfuing
this encouraging fubjefl fome remarks will naturally be
introduced concerning the prefent circumftances of the
Africans chiefs, and the general charadler and dipofuions
of the natives.

In fpeaking of the firft of thefe points, namely, the
fituation to which the long prevatence of the Slave Trade
had reduced the country round Sierra Leone, the Direc¬
tors cannot forbear briefly recapitulating a few fads
which were recited in a former report made to the general
court, which was held nearly at the time of inftituting the
colony.

As a proof of the infecurity of the perfons of the
natives, it was then ftated, that even the king of the

country
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eountry himrelf, though peaceable and more than or¬
dinarily refpefted, had in no lefs than three feparats
inftances been bereft of fome relations of his own, through
the various enormities of the Slave Trade. In a letter
fent by him to England, wherein he refers to one only of
thele three calamities, he fays : “ There are three dif-

tant relations of mine now in the Weft Indies, carried
away by one Captain Cox, captain of a Danifh ftiip,

** Corpro, Banna, and Morbour: thefe were taken out
** of my river Sierra Leone. I know not how to get

them back.” And he ftates his reafon for encouraging
the intended Sierra Leone fettlement fo warmly as he did in
fpite of all infinuations to its prejudice, to be " In order

that there might be a ftop put to the horrid depreda-
tions that are often committed in this country by all
countries that come here to trade.” The fubftance of

this letter, which appears to have been written by the
hand of a fecretary to the King, who had received fome
education in England, was afterwards confirmed by the
King’s fon.

A few other fpecific proofs of the prevalence of kid¬
napping were cited in that report, and one Inftance of
the capture of a flraggling native by a party of kidnap¬
pers was given, of which the agent of the Sierra Leone
Company, as well as another perfon then in England,
had ocular demonftration.

But the circumftance to which the Direftors wifh more

particularly to draw the attention of the Proprietors, is
the mention that was then made of feveral depopulated
towns along the Tea coalk (two of which the Company’s
agent had vifitedl, all of them faid to have been broken
up by a mulatto (lave-trader refiding to the fouth of
Sierra Leone ; who having had the advantage of other
chiefs through the education he received in his youth at
Liverpool, acquired a very fuperior degree of power and
influence, which it appears from abundant teftimonies
that he very freely exerciicd.

In
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tn purfuing the defcriptioil of the efFeils produced hy

the Slave Trade in the neighbourhood of Sierra Leone,
the. .Direftors will quote, firll, fome authentic evidences
confirming and enlarging the account of ravages com¬
mitted towards the fouth, by the mulatto flave-trader
abovementioned : they will then produce fome evidence
of its nature, brought from no great diftance north¬
wards of the fettlement; to which will be added the in¬
formation of feveral very competent witnefles from the
eaft or interior country : a few additional fads of different
kinds, fome of them furniflied at Sierra Leone itfelf,
will form the remaining evidence of that deplorable
fituation to which Sierra Leone and its adjoining diftrid
had been reduced, previous to the formation of the pre-
fent colony.

The Diredors wifh to obferve, once for all, that the
truth and accuracy of the information they are about to
lay before the Court have been in general eftablilhed by
the united teilimony of fome of the principal fervants of
the Company ; and that all that part of it which will be
given as quotation, was committed to writing by one of
them always about the time and generally on the very
day, often at the very hour, of its being received.*

On the fubjed of the mulatto trader who is faid to
have depopulated the towns which are feen handing to
the fouth of Sierra Leone, and who is now no more,

his death having been brought about, as it is fuppofed, by
fome of the natives, the following information has been
received :

* 1 he Directors, for obviouj, rtafon?, «io not think proper to
iiifcrt ill tiii« printed report the na'ms of ail ihc perfons or places
tliat may be Ipoken of in the journal, alid othf-r ttocunimts, from
wiii-.h they Ihull make their tpiotahon ; and they Ihall therefore
ut !iiil)c their, in general by lome eirci>mU>t.uih;n : they nlV
a lew orher trilling libertic.-, with the language, cbiil'ly lor iln-
lake <1 thi.-i.l.ir.i;!:, lairing care, Iiowever, i:i no ii;U n..;t to altt r
any v.o:\i th;.: i'. ntaterial.

K •Afte:
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After fome intelligence nearly to the fame purport,

obtained from another quarter, it is obferved :
“ March 1793. A flave-trader of the name of

te
^ has alfo been mentioning the devaftations

of the late mulatto trader, as a thing which confifted
“ with his knowledge ; he fays, that his plan was to lend
“ goods to every inferior chief, or head-man, who thought

proper to requeft them, and if the head-man was flow
“ in fulfilling his engagements, that he would then arm
** two or three hundred of his grumettas (or working
“ people) who being officered by white men, deferters
** from the fhips, were fent to furprize the towns of his

debtor. In this way had he depopulated the whole
country from Cape Sierra Leone to the river Sherbro.

“ In order to fave himfelf from the effects of the general
indignation railed againft him, he formed a purrah (or
confederacy) by which he united the kings and prin-
cipal chiefs (all of whom were deeply engaged in the

“ Slave Trade) in an agreement to defend each other.’*
“ A native chief informed me, that a confider-
able town in which he ufed to live, was attacked by

“ this mulatto trader, who was on that occafion aided by
“ fome of the other chiefs, and alfo by an American

veflel then waiting for flaves; that after a flout reflfl-
“ ance his town was taken and dertroyed; that himfelf
“ however and the greater part of his people effefted
" their efcape to a fmall neighbouring ifland, whence they
“ ufed to make occafional incurfions on their enemy upon

the main land: he mentioned his having taken forty
“ prifoners in one of thefe expeditions, all of whom were
“ fold as flaves.”

A principal fervant of the Company, when on a vlfit
to thefe parts, adds the following information : “ A flave
“ of this mulatto chief was fet up by him as adminiftrator
“ of jullice in his own diflrift, who is now reckoned a
“ perfon of great importance, and is become too power-
“ ful to be thwarted much court is paid to him by the

“ flave-



( 75 )
Have-traders. It is faid that terrible cruelties are prac-

“ tiled by him, and that accufations are multipUed. A
‘‘ native chief of a neighbouring village who was with
“ us on board the cutter, being aflced to go with us on

fhore, declined it with a ftrong expreffion of indig-
nation and hatred againft this perfon, apprehending, as

“ it appeared, that if he came within his reach he (hould
fcarcely efcape him.-— In proceeding along the river,

“ we obfervcd a number of creeks, the entrance of
which is too narrow for more than one canoe to pafs
at a time : at the head of moft of thefe creeks there
are towns. Thefe retired places of refidence were

“ chofen in the time of the mulatto flave-trader, on the
“ ground of their affording opportunity to effeft an
** efcape, in cafe of alarm, before the attack could be
“ made. One of the fubordinate chiefs, at whofe town
“ we landed, confeffed that this had been his motive for
“ chufing fo difficult a fpot as that on which he had
** pitched himfelf.” Some further mention of this emi¬
nent flave-trader will occur in the fequel, and the Pro¬
prietors will then be again reminded of the various traces
of his ravages that have here been fpoken of.

In proceeding to notice the effefts of the Slave Trade
towards the north, the Direftors have to obferve, that
the two countries neareft to the Sierra Leone (or Tim-
many) diftrift, on that fide, are the Mandingo and the
Sufee country. They will introduce fome information
from each of thefe. The Foulah country, which will be
mentioned alfo, is ftlll further off.

“ November. Two chiefs from the neareft towns
to Freetown dined with me ; they both allowed the

“ frequency of kidnapping among the Sufees and Man-
“ dingoes; one of them had been an eye witnefs to it,
“ As to the Foulahs, he fays it is univerfally acknow-
“ Icdged that they make war for the foie purpofe of pro-

curing ftaves. He fays it often happens that a com-
pany of Foulahs, having brought (laves to market, is

K 2 “ attacked
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“ attacked by a party of Free-booters, tvho infcft the
“ country between the coaft and the Foulah country, and

who both rob people of their goods and make flaves
of them to boot. So that it is not unufual for the fame

“ man who fold others as flaves, to be fold in a few
“ weeks afterwards to the fame flave-faftory himfelf.”

The following intelligence is from the Mandingo,.
which is immediately north of the Sierra Leone country.

November. A trader from the Sufee country
related the following anecdote, of which he himfelf
had been a witnefs. Two or three years ago, the

“ chief of Qiiiaport river, in the Sufee country, at-
“ tacked the chief of Bowrah, and made prifoners of
“ fome of his people, whom he fold to the Britifh flave-
“ faiilory to the north of Sierra Leone. The chief who

had been attacked collefted all his force, defeated the
‘‘ other chief and made a great many of his people
“ prifoners; with thefe he went and redeemed his own

people from the flave-fadory, who obliged him how-
“ ever to pay two for one,”

February 1794. A mulatto lady, miftrefs of a large
“ town in the Mandingo country, who pofiefles con-
“ fiderable intelligence, called on us in the evening, and
“ flaid in the fettlement two or three nights. She has
‘f been to England in her youth, and her Englifh name
“ is Mifs B. Heard. We talked much about the Slave
“ Trade ; flie faid fhe difliked it, for it kept her in con-
“ ftant terror, fmee flie never knew when fhe lay down
“ at night, whether flie might not be aflaflinated before
“ the morning. She faid that for feme time pafl there
“ had been no wars in the interior country to hers, and
“ acknowledged that the wars do not happen when there

is no demand for flaves.”
The Bire£lors will add one more quotation on the fub-

jecl of the northern dillricl:
“ In the Mandingo and Sufee countries, which lie
between the river Sierra Leone and the Rio-Pongas,

“ kid-
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** kidnapping is very frequent; nor is tins done by liran-

gers alone, ft often happens that children are kid-
** napped by p.'ople of a neighbouring or even of the
** fame village. ” “ A perfon who has refided
** feveral years in the Mandingo country, told me that
** mothers, in that part, never rail to Collect their children
** together with great care as night comes on, and either

fhut them up or endeavour to keep them their
** eye till morning—It is llipulated in thefeparts between

the Slave-Trader and the kidnappers, that nene of the
** natives around fliall be admitted to a fight of the flaves,
** who are ufually conveyed away b" tiie craft in the
** night, the barter of them having been made in the
** night time alfo. I have conveilVd with many natives

as well as traders on this fubjed, and they h -vc every
** one of them confirmed the above account. A principal
** faddor, from whom I inquired the rc.afon of the great
*♦ frequency ofkidnapping among the Mandingoes, obfer-

ved that it arofe from their head men getting into
“ debt to the Europeans, and being tht-n puc into con-
** finement by them ; in confequence of which the people
** belonging to thefc head-men were laid under an obli-
“ gation to kidnap fome perfon, in order to elfccd their

redemption.”
The following information refpeds that part of the in¬

terior or eallern country which is not far di'lant from
Freetown, and is fubjeft to the King of Sierra Leone.

“ A chief refiding in one of tiie upper branches of
the Sierra Leone river, whole character is confidered
as rcrpeclable, has been with us: the follo.ving is the
fubllaricc of his information wirh refpect to iJi-e Sierra
Leone trade. The people inland, he fays, aie ufed
to go to war on purpole to make llaves: .it p-efent,

“ tlicre being no great demand, they uo not maice vvar.
White people often encourage palavers (or quirreis)
promifing dalhes (or prelents of liquor) in calc the
convifts arc fold to them. They were in the practice

“ alfo
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alfo of fomenting war, by giving ammunition to both
parties; this ufed formerly to happen very frequently,

“ of which he fpecified two inftances. He told me that he
“ was himfelf engaged in a war which lalled five years,
“ when a Britifli flave-trader furnilhed both him and his
“ enemies with powder ; tliat he ufed then often to way-
“ lay and fell ftrangers, in order to buy arms and am-

munition ; but he fays this was * a bad thing' and
“ julHiied only by the neceffity he was under of finding

means to defend himfelf: had there been no flave
“ fadtories would not have done fo. The flave-traders
“ have adted ditferently of late years; for the inhabitants
“ of his country being much diminilhed in their num-

bers, and the wars among them very much interrupt-
ing the iiitercourfe with the remoter parts, the Have
fadtcrs have ufed their influence to fettle all differ-
ences, and to fecure to the people further inland a free
paflage to the river’s mouth. For fome years paft

“ there have been no wars in his part, but almoft all the
“ flaves fold there have been brought down from the

country further up.”
“ The fame chief mentioned that it was not uncom-

“ mon for head-men, when they wanted goods from the
“ flave fadtories, to give a hint to their wives to en-
“

courage fome of the natives to adultery, who if they
“ fell into the fnare, were then fold to the Have fadlory

on the accufation of thefc w'omen.”
“ 'fwo native flave-traders who poflefs a con-
fluerable (hare of intelligence, have been with us.

“ 1 hey informed us that kidnapping was a general
“ pradtice ‘ among the buJJ:>-inen by which they mean
“ thofe who live in the interior; that it was no unufual
“ thing for the inhabitants of the coall to travel back

into the country, and lie in wait in the woods for any
“ hraggling people, d'hey faid, that almoft all the flaves
“ brought from a diflance were taken either by force or
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After fo many various and independent proofs of the

nature of the Slave Trade, and of that horrible defoladon
which it has fpread on every fide, it cannot be very
necelTary to bring forward any additional and individual
fafts in order to furnilh further tellimony of the fame
kind. The following llory happens, however, to afford an
inftance of the pradice of kidnapping at Sierra Leone,
of too interefting a nature to be omitted.

The Proprietors may recoiled that of the Nova Scotians
who have migrated to Sierra Leone, it has been obferved
that fome were originally inhabitants of Africa, and that
a great proportion of thefe were, according to their own
account, kidnapped in their infancy. It has been found
that three of their number were furniflied from parts not
very far diflant from Sierra Leone ; one of thefe three
was taken from Sierra Leone itfelf, as he ufed to mention
when failing thither on his return. When he landed, he
found himlelf nearly on the fpot from whence he had
been carried off, and pointed to a particular part of the
beach, where, as he relates, a woman laid hold on him, he
being then a boy, and fold him to an American llave
Ihip in the river. The interval of his abfence had been
about fifteen years. He rccolleded the way to his native
town, which was only two or three miles dillant, bat he
felt, for a time at lead, fo great a dread of parting from
tlie body of his companions, that he delayed making an
expedition thither.

A number of Nova Scotians, of whom this man was
one, were Handing together among their tents, not long
after their arrival, when a body of natives, led by cu-
riofity, came down to fee the fcttleinent. An elderly
woman of the party was obferved by fome of the
fettlers to have her attention arrcHed, and very peculiar
emotions excited whenever file could obtain a view of
the face cf this Nova Scotian : flte was heard to utter
tome words in her native tongue to her companions
with much agitation, and at length fully recognizing

his
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his countenance, fhe ran up to him and embraced him !
ihe proved to be his own mother. Jt was learnt on in^
quiry that his father was now dead ; the parents had
never been able to dilcover the fmallelt trace of their
child, whom they had given up for lolt; nor does it
appear indeed that any means of difeovery were afforded
them. The woman vvho hole him remains altogether
unknown, and the impunity of the captain of the Have
fhip, even if he were known, is but too obvious : nor
is it to be fuppofed, that even if the kidnapper had been
known by the child that was kidnapped, the redemption
of the child from flavery and the confequent punidiment
of the kidnapper, would have been at all forwarded.
Having once fecured her prey and commiued it to the
hold of a flave-ildp, no difeovery feems atter that time
to have been poffible : fne had nothing lurther to fear^
unlefs indeed fuch a number of extraordinary events
fliouid concur as that of the child’s emancipating himfelf
in the firk place by running away at the peril of his life
from his mailer, that of his returning then to the very
fpet in Africa fiom whence he had been taken, and laiily
that cf his finding out and feizing and giving evidence
againlt ?md convicting the perion who had fold him into
fiavery. In the prefent inkance, though ib very remark¬
able a one, only a part ot thele circumilances are found.
The Direifors cannot lorbear obferving tliat this incident
affords an illullraticn of the nature cf the Slave i rade^
which applies equally to the cafe of fiaves kidnapped on
the coaft and cf thole taken further inland.

Having fhewn how fierra Leone has had her towns
laid wafle, and her inhabitants cccafionally carried off
through the various enormities of the Slave J rade, on
the other hand it may be noticed, that her mountains have
gained an occafional acceflion of inhabitants through the
fame unnatural traffic; an acceflion indeed, as the fubfe-
quent account will (hew, of a few fcrlorn and miferable

beings.
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beings, whom the Slave-Trade has taught to take refuge
in her heights, and to dread the very fight of their fellow-
creatures. Other cafes, not very unlike to that which is
about to be noticed, have been indiftindlly heard of; the
following however is fo clearly afeertained as to deferve
particular mention ;

“ About five or fix years ago, a Danifh flave-veficl
“ lying at anchor in the mouth of Sierra Leone river,
“ was cut off by the flaves : the head man of the neigli-
“ bouring fliore on which they landed happening to
“ favour their efcape, they made their way to the moun-
“ tains, and there they built themfelves a town, at the
“ fuppofed diftance of four or five miles from Freetown,

in which they (till re’fide. Their jealoufy of ftrangers
“ is however faid to be fuch, that they do not permit
“ them to approach, and that they even watch the
“ avenues of their retreat.” Such is the fubfiance of
the intelligence on this fubjeft obtained from the fon of a
confiderable chief, to whom the Company are indebted
for feveral other pieces of information that have been
quoted.

The Direflors learn from fome very recent accounts,
that in confequence of the above intimation, two ler-
vants of the Company have made an expedition to the
place of refidence of thefe people, which is termed the
Deferter’s town. They fucceeded in getting into the
town without any particular moleftation, and they have
authenticated the chief fadls that have been ftated. They
learnt alfo, that when this body of runaway flaves firlt
eftablifhed themfelves on the mountains, they were about
one hundred in number, but that they are now reduced
to about eighty, partly by deaths and partly alfo by
kidnapping.

Another difirefsful llory refulting out of this event
remains to be added. It appears that a complaint was
preferred againfl; the head-man who favoured the efcape
of thefe flaves, and the great mulatto trader already

L fpokea
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fpoken o’fis faid to have been the perfon before whom the
queltion was tried. It is commonly fuppofcd that the com¬
plainant took the precaution of felling his chance of for¬
feiture fora moderate fum to the judge, before the trial
came on ; certain it is that the judgment given was,
that the head-man, with all his generation (that is, all
the people living in his town) fhould be fold for flaves ;
and as many of thefe as could be caught were fold
accordingly. The head-man indeed was fpared, after
having been fome time a prifoner, and now lives not far
from Freetown.

The Direftors have now concluded that part of their
information which applies to the period antecedent to the
formation of the colony. They will next proceed to the
relation of a number of events of a more recent date ;
and they will fhew firfl, by a variety of faffs, what thofe
fources have been from which the Slave-Trade has been
fupplied during the lall two years, fo far as refpecls the
neighbourhood of Sierra Leone. The various evils inter¬
woven in the trade, the private m.ifery which it has
caufed, the drunkennefs it has introduced, and the feenes
of blood to which it has occafionally given rife, will all
appear in the further progrefs of tins detail.

I'he firfl quotation that will be given, affords an in-
ftance of one of the lefs atrocious modes of reducing
people to ilavery in Africa, and recites a converfation
with a ilave-captain of the better fort.

“ February 1793,. A native of fome confequence
“ applied to the Governor for his alliftance in getting
“ his daughter redeemed, who had jull been feized, by a
“ perfon to whom the native owed fome money, and fold

to a flav’e -lhip lying off Freetown. The Governor in
“ confequence went to the flave-captain, and made him
“ an offer either of goods or money as the price of her
“ ledemption; but the flave-captain rcfuled to take

either
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filthc" the one or the other, obferving that flavcs were

“ now ditticuit to be got, and mufl not eafily be parted
“ v\ith. lie faid, that fmce the girl feemed to be a fa-

vourite, he ought, if he gave her up, to have by
“ rights two fla'. es in return ; but that he would confcnt
“ houevcr, as a compliment to the Governor, to let her
“ be taken back, in confideration of her being replaced
“ by one prime Have. He added, that the father of the
“ girl had been on board of his Ihip the fame morning,
“ in order to fee his ciuld, that he was prefent at the
“ interview, and that he had been much atr'efted at the
“ concern ihewn on both fides ; but he remarked agrdn
“ that Haves were fcarcc. The Governor, under all the
“ circumllances of the cafe, could not interfere any fur-
“ ther. 1 he tailier went ojT however in qucH o'f a Have,
“ wiiich he feems not to have been able ealily to procure :
“ for he did not return till a very long time after, when
“ the Ihip was gone.”

The two following (lories furnifli two nearly fimilar
inflances of the mode'in which the chiefs decide, in Ittp-
poled cafes of adultery between their wives and the in¬
ferior natives ; the former caie, in which the proceeding
is more mild, deferibes the conducf of an rifrican chief;
tlie latter, in which the jullicc was more luminary,
that of an European chief who has put on /liricaa
liianneis.

“ A native was brought to me by one of our
“ fchool-malters, who implored our protection, having jull
“ elcaped from the hands of the chief or the neareit town
“ to us, who, as he faid, had put him into con.dncment
“ and threatened to I'ell liim, on a charge of adultery
“• with one of his wives, unlels he would pay down a
“ certain (urn, wliich it was out of his power to com-
“ mand ; the man curfed the Have-fadtory as the caule
“ of ail his mifery, and declared himfelf innocent of the
“ charge.” The principal point here to be noticed is,
tlrat the chief, or headman, who threatened to fell the

L z native
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native, afled in this cafe by his own fingle authority, and,
like feveral other chiefs who will be mentioned, feems
not to have been amenable to any fuperior on account of
the judgment he might give in this or any iimilar caufe,
between himfelf and the people of the town belonging
to him.

The cafe between the native and the European is as
follows:—“ A native of Sierra Leone who has lived a
"

great many years as a grumetta (or free labourer) at a
“ neighbouring European flave-fadory, has been fold on
“ the ground of his having committed adultery with one
‘‘ of the European flave-fadlor’s wives. The Europeari
“ flave-fadlor fold him to a llave-fliip, avowing this to
“ be his reafon, without even the form of a trial ” Five
white men and a variety of natives alfo are mentioned as
competent witnelTes of this circumftance, to which fome
further reference will be made hereafter.

A flriking fpecimen of African juhice is afforded by
the following Ihort and apparently well authenticated
llory.

■ “ On one of the rivers nearefl: to us there is a town,
“ where a king or chief refides, and where an European
“■ alfo lives who keeps a Have-factory. The king having
“ got drunk one day talked of flogging the flave-fadlor:
“ the people of the king were accordingly proceeding
“ to do it, and would have aftually fulfilled their inten-
“ tion if the flave-fador had not efcaped to his own
“ houfe and barricaded it. When the king grew fober

the flave-faftor demanded fatisfadlion ; upon which the
“ king, in order to conciliate him after what had pafled,

fold him two of his people.”
The fubfequent quotation furnifhes fome ftrong evi¬

dence of the very general drunkennefs which has been
introduced among the chiefs and men of influence on the
coafl;; the natural alliance fubftfting between drunkennefs
and the Slave Trade, and their mutual influence on each
Other, will here alfo be again exhibited.

Six
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“ Six or feven of the native chiefs, from all the

nearefl towns, came to renew their applications for rum:
their perfeverance is aftonirning. By way of forcing us

" into a compliance with their requeft, one of them
obferved, that if we would not give him liquor he

“ fliould apply to the llave-faclory, and (hould take his
brother thither for a pawn. How'ever, even this had
no effcdl j the Governor continued firm, and at the

• ‘ fame time endeavoured to explain to them the motives
of liis refufal. I hey tlien faid that there was no palaver

“ (that is no caufe of quarrel) ; but they were evidently
“ chagrined. Having however partaken of our dinner

they were brought into tolerable humour, and I am
“ in hopes that thefe applications for rum will at lengtii
“ ceafe.”

1 he following accounts are given, as to the fubllance
of them, precifely as they are related to the Diredors, in
whofc opinion they are coo important to be withheld.

“ I mull mention fome proceedings of a Britidt
“ commander in this part, that feem to me of a moft ne-
“ farious nature. A number of black mariners had been
“ hired to aflill in navigating fome French lliips trading

on this coaft : fix of the fhijts have been captured, and
“ the black failors found on board, amounting to niue-
“ teen in number, though they were free men, and re-
“ cciving wages, have been all fold for flaves, one mu-
“ latto child only excepted : it is painful to witnefs fuch
“ horrid ads of injultice. Why are not the French fea-r
“ men put up to audion in the fame ignominious man-

ner ? Ur why is this difference between black men
“ and white ? The captured French failors were at war
“ with us and they are not fold ; but the blacks are all
“ fent lo the flave-fadory and fold at public audion,
“ togetlier wiih the goods that formed the cargo ; one
“ or two of them were freemen of this neighbourhood,

and fome of them were not only free but they are the
fons of chiefs j one of them Ion of the King of Sallum.

.. It
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“ It is true the BritiOi flave-fafior who bought them, was
“ fo good as to fay that he would forbear to lend them off
“ the country, fo that their friends might redeem them
“ whenfcevcr they thought, fit, to fend other haves in
“ their room. I am dhpofed to believe his profeffions,

but at the fame time it is dreadful to think of the con-
“ tempt that is here fhewn to jullice. I would not

allow myfelf at firlt to believe what ] heard on this
■“ fubject; but I faw them knocked down mylelf, at the
“ price of about twenty pounds a piece.”

“ Another French fhip has been made a prize
(by a different captor) and three or four free natives
found on board have been fold to the neighbouring

“ flave-faiTiory. Y/e remonibated witli the captain who
“ took her, on the impropriety of felling free people. lie
“ admitted it, but faid he muff receive feme money for
“ their ranfem, or he could not think of parting with
“ them. We upon this offered him money, but he then
“ faid No, he mult have ffaves in their place, as he was
“ in want of haves, and that they muff be four feet four

inches high,”
Another mllance is mentioned of the fale of feveral free

v. crr.en, who were found on board a French Ihip that was
captured, having been left there as pledges, fl’he captain
Cl die IhitifU privateer who took the ILip W'as formerly a
blavc 'Frader.

The free Africans fold by the feveral captors of the
above mentioned French veflels vs ere miOll of them event¬

ually redeemed, being natives of the neighbouring coaff.
'Ihc captors however feem to have profited by their fale^
and to have taken no part in promoting their redemption.

The Direftors by no means think that the difgult
which Will be railed by the next ffory which they lhall
recite, is a lufficient realon ior withiioiding it; efpeeially as
another ci the fources by which the Slave Trade is iiip-
plied with its viciims, is exhibited at the end of it.

A gru-
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“ A grametta, or free labourer, belonging to art

" European trader a little way to the north, was accufed
“ of theft by his mafter. b he labourer, according to
“ the fuperilitious culfnm of the country, demanded to
“ be tried by the red water; that is, by drinking a fpecies
“ of water fufpeefed to be poifonous, the effett of which
“ is fuppofed to determine his innocence or guilt. Tlie
“ Britilh fiare-trader after fomc time confented ; the

King of the country was fummoned, and made his
“

appearance together with all his family and attendants.
“ The common preliminaries being adjuifed, the poor

man drank one draught of rhe water, and then began
“ to fwell ; prcfcntly afterwards he fell down dead, his
“ belly burfling. On this the king very fclcmnly pro-
“ nounced fencence againll him, and then proceeded to
‘‘ condemn all his family to flavery. 'I'hey were feized,
“ and afterwards fold. During the trial two men with
“ clubs Hood on each fide of the accufed, in order to

be ready to knock out his brains as foon as thofe
“ fymptoms produced by the red water, to which the
“ natives attach guilt, Qiouid appear. i'he white ilave-
“ trader who was the mailer of tins man, and agreed to

this mode of trial, is confidered very much in cae !:g.';t
“ of an African chief among tiie na.tivcs of tins part.”
1‘our different evidences of this are mentioned.

Although the proprietors arc not yet prepared, by any
thing that has been faid in this report, to credit die degree
of fuperilitious ignorance in wlilcli the natives or e'vfrica
are held (a fubjeA which will be treated hereafter) ; yet
the following anecdote, bcari'’g in lomc mcalure on the
blave I’rade, is here introduced.

“ A m.an in a iren.'hbounng tov/n inis ticcn fold a
“ little tim.e ago, on tlie emerge of lia\’:ng cliangeu iinnledf,
“ bv the help of witclicrait, into a ici.p nm, ami (u iiav-
“ ing carried off, in tliat lltape, lo.nc fowls and go...s
“ from the town of the neareit ciiief to us.”

The
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The fucceeding ftory may ferve to Ihevv the extreme
horror which fome of the natives feel at the thought of be¬
ing fent into flavery.

“ A native employed by us as a free mariner, wertt
down on board our fliip i'rovidence, to the river Sher-

“ bro: happening to fee fome rice come on board from
“ the fadory on Ihore, while he could not difeover that
“ any goods were given in exchange, he was feized with
** a.dreadful fit of terror ; having taken up an idea that

there was an intention to fell him for a flave, in barter
for the goods which were taken into the fhip. At the
moment when the fador from the fhore was ftepping

“ on board, being full of this perfuafion, he drew a
“ knife and endeavoured to flab him, but having

miffed his aim he leaped overboard. After fome
** difficulty he was recovered out of the water, and wa;s

alked the reafon of his conduft, which he explained in
“ the way that has been juft mentioned. He continued
“ ftill to fhew the greateft fear, and declared he w'ould

rather die than be fold as a flave. As it was fufpeifted
that he might have a fecret delign againft his own life,

** his hands were bound, but in confcquence of his ear-
“ neft intreaty, and his promife to remain quiet, they

were a little while after looted. When midnight came
** on he contrived to get into a canoe alongfide the fhip,

which he cut away, and then drifted down the ftream,
till he got to a town at the river’s mouth ; here he

“ was feized and put in irons by the natives, but on the
“ captain’s application to a chief that is very friendly to

us, he got his liberty again. The idea of flavery
“ having got entire pofteflion of his brain, he foon after-
“ wards threw himfelf into the water, and was given up
“ for drowned. It proved that he once more got on fhore,
“ and being again recovered by the Company he was
“ carried back in the fhip to Freetown, where he is
“ now employed within the fettlement. It is thought by
“ the phyficians that the terror of being made a flave

“ muft
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^ muil hare overpowered him fo much as to have oc-

calioned in him home derangement of ir.tellcet, wiiici)
“

may occafionally return in lome fmall degree. He feels
“ no-.v very much attached to the Company, and hapov in
“ their fervice ; liis friends fay that he never experienced
“■ the fmallcll diforder in his mind before this frinht
“ happened.”

The following quotations throw fome additional light
on the nature of the Slave I’rade, and coming from'an
immediate witnefs of the fcencs which are deferibed, can¬

not fail to interefl; the Proprietors. Tlie dates of tiiefc
feveral occurrences were various.

“ I have been to day for fome time on board a large
“ flave-lhip in the river, which had taken in two hundred
'' and fifty Haves; the men were chained together in
“ pairs by the hand and foot, the women were kept
“

apart. The young flavcs appeared cheerful and lively,
“ but the old ones Ihewcd thcmfelves to be muclt cad
“ down. At the approach of meal-time they are obliged

to fet up a fltout, and they arc made to clap their
“ hands for exercife immediately beroie they begin to
“ eat. I was prefent when this was done, and could
‘‘ fee fhame and indignation in the countenances Oi tholi
" who were more advanced in years. One woman, v.ht)
“ fpoke a little Englilh, begged of me to carry her i)ack
“ to Sierra Leone : llie laid flie was n native of tire
“ oppolite ihore of the river to I'rcctown, that her liui-
“ band had fold her in order to pay his dei)ts, and i!i;.t
“ Ihe had left a child behind her ; at the mention of the
“ child Ihe wept.”

• “ 1 was this morning again on board a fl.ive
“ veffcl; there was a woman on deck who had been
“ newly fold, and (lie feemed to have been nu“i.n!:;'.g
“ tears. I adeed her the reafon of her forrow, Ih.c pointed
“ to her brealls, from which the milk was fli.n\ ing; and
“ intimated that ihe liad been torn liom her infant, vtlnie

It was yet uuweaned. he captain aiio informed me
M “ dut
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*• that this was the cafe. She was from one of the nearel?

towns to us : the faid that the had been fold on account'
of her being faucy to the queen or head-woman
in it.”

In walking through the neighbouring flave-
“ yard, I faw a man about thirty-five years old in irons,-
“ he was a Mahometan, and could read and write Arabic.

He was occafionally noify ; fometimes he would fing
a melancholy fong, then he would utter an earnelt
prayer, and then perhaps for a time he would obferve
a dead lilence. I aiked the reafon of this ftrange con-
du61:, and learned that it was in confequence of his
ftrong feelings on his having been juft put, for the firft
time, in irons. I believe he had begun to wear them
only the day before. As we pafted he cried aloud to

“ us, and endeavoured to hold up his irons to our view,
“ which he (truck with his hand in a very estprelfive

manner, the tear darting in his eye. He feemed by
“ his manner to be demanding the caufe of his con-
“ finement.”

“ The captain of an American flave-fhip has been
“ telling us that he loft a very fine (lave a few days ago*
“ iy the fnlks. The following were his words, as nearly

as 1 can rccolleft. The man (he faid) was a Ma-
hometan, and uncommonly well made, and he looked
to me as if he had been fome perfon of confequence.

“ When he firft came on board he was very much caft
down, but on finding that I allowed him to walk at
large, he got a little more reconciled to the (hip.

“ When the nuinber of my (laves grew to be fuch that I
could net let them have their liberty any longer, I put

“ this man in irons like the reft, and upon this his fpirits
funk down again to fuch a degree that he never
recovered it. He complained of a pain at his heart,
and would not eat. The ufual means were tried with
him, but it feemed all in vain, for he continued tO’
rejeft food altogether, except when I myfelf flood by

and’
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« and made him eat. I offered him Tome of the heft
« things in the Ihip, and left no method untried with

him, for 1 had fet my heart on faving him. I am per-
“ funded he would have brought me three hundred
“ dollars in the Wefl; Indies; but nothing would fuccecd.

He faid from the firft that he was determined to die,
“ and accordingly fo he did after lingering for the fpace
“ of nine days; I affurc you, gentlemen, 1 felt very forty
“ on the occafion, for I dare fay I loll three hundred
“ dollars by his death, and to fuch a man as me that is
“ a very heavy lofs.”

The two following dialogues will exhibit in a dill
llronger point of view the manner in which the enormities
that have juft been charged on the Slave Trade are
plainly acknowledged on the coaft, and fometimes even
by the perpetrators themfelves. They will alfo tend to
fhew in what manner thofe F.uropcans wlio arc become
familiar with the iniquitous feenes commonly going on in
Africa, have been brought to tolerate them in their minds
and to accommodate their feelings to them ; how com¬
pletely they have loft fight of every real principle of jul-
tice, and have learnt to fubftitute a morality of their own,
to which they attach a certain degree of credit, which
however evidently amounts to nothing higher than a
difavcwal of fome horrible enormities, and is in fad only
a more fober and deliberate fyftem of injullice, cruelty,
and oppreflion.

“ The following is the fubftance of a converfation
which I have been holding with an Englifh ftave-faftor,

“ who has been living for iomc years a little way to the
“ fouth, and has had full opportunity of acquainting
“ himfelf with all the pradices of the Slave Trade. Ihs

flave-fador having fpoken of the late mulatto trader
(the fame perfon of whofc ravages the Proprietors have

“ heard fo much) in rather ftrong and favourable terms,
having mentioned him as a very gcntleman-likc, wcll-
educated, fenfible, and refpcdable kind of man, I

M z “
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*' wTlS induced to afic, in the progrch; of the conver-

ration, whether he had not been guiky of many ex-
“ cefTes all around his own neighbourhood.’!
“ Excefles ! No. He would make war fometimes on the

head-men that owed him money, and would fell fome
“ ef their people in order to pay himfelf, if he could
“ catch them; but this was only when he had fome ju/l
" debts that were unfatisfied. Or he might perhaps carry

oiF the inhabitants of a town, when the king or father
“ of it gave him permiflion ; he having lirft bought from
‘5 the king an exprefs authority to take them- He was
“ a good man on the whole, and a man of humanity ;
“ for he by no means Ihed all the blood he might, nor
“ did he always fell every one of thefe lie had a right to
“ fell. For inllance, there is the chief now living near
“ Freetown, who was adjudged'' to be his property as

well as all his generation; but the chief himfelf has
“ never yet been fold, which is to be looked upon as a
“ mere adl of forbearance in the mulatto trader ; 1 con-
“ fidcr the fentence however to be Hill in force againil
“ him.” “ Did not the mulatto trader order an at-
“ tuck on the neighbouring ifland, on which occafion the
“ proprietor of it was killed in defending himfelf; and
“ is it not confidered by the furviving friends of the
“ proprietor that this attack was an act of great in-
“ jullice?” “The proprietor well deferved to be
“ attacked, for there is reafon to think he was at that

very time intending to attack the mulatto trader.”
“ I undcriland that this affair is by no means over, and
“ that the fuccelfors of this proprietor intend to retaliate
“ on the fucceffors of the mulatto chief, when they have
“ an opportunity.” “ I believe they do, but it ill
“ becomes them to call in queftion the condudl: of the

mulatto chief, for they fliould confider how much
“ worfe things their own father ufed to do. 1 will give
“

you a fpecimen of his proceedings. The old man has
“ been known to fail up a river with fome large craft

following
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‘ following him, and to land at a confiderable town
‘ under a great fliew of friendfiiip. Having called the‘ head-men and all the people together, he has made
‘ them a fpeech, remarking how very Ihamefuliy theyhad been ufed by all former traders, and affuring them‘ that he was come to do them good, and to trade fairly‘ with them as with friends and brothers. He has next
' told them, that, as a proof of his friendlhip, he has

brought a puncheon or two of ruin with him, which
“ he has then opened and invited them to fit round and
“ drink. On the approach of night, when he has got
" them thoroughly intoxicated, he has given tlie fignal
'* to his people in the craft, who have come up and

fecured all the party in fetters and carried them down
to the river’s mouth, where he has fold every one of

“ them that was worth purcliafing, to fome flave-fiiip
that was all the while in waiting. Many other things

“ of this kind ufed to be done by this old proprietor.
“ But as to the mulatto trader, he never did fuch things
“ as thefe; he would never ufe treachery, neither would

he attack a town without having reafon for it; but the
“ other man ufed to plunder without dillinftion.”
“ Does the fuccelTor of the mulaito trader take the fame
“ means of recovering debts as liis predcceflbr did r”

“ No, he ts too eajy.'"' “ Is it not an unpleafant
thing to carry on a trade fo full of enormities as you

“ deferibe the Slave 'Frade to be : ’ “ It is no doubt
" a bad trade, but it is very profitable. I hate it, and
“ would , get out of it to-moi row if I knew of another
“ line in which I could get the ianic money.”

dhe converfation that follows, tliough not altogether
unlike the former in its ftile, refers to fome different
points, and is one of a mucli more fliamelefs kind. It
occurred with a flave captain on the coafl, of whom
however it fhould be obferved that lie certainly furpafles
moil of his brethren in effrontery and hardnefs^ of dif-
pofition. The eficdls produced by the Slave 1 raoe on
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the minds of Europeans, which nothing can fhew more
clearly than the recital of thefe dialogues, conftitute a
confideration of fuch great importance in the opinion
of the Diredors, as to outweigh every objefiion to the
quotation of them.

“ A flave-veflel, which has been waiting fome
time in the neighbouring river for her loading of

“ flaves, arrived here. The captain has been complaining
bitterly of his tedious detention, and in the courfe of
the converfation he went the length of obferving, that
if he had been well manned he would not have allowed

“ the trader with whom he had been dealing, to detain
“ him as he had done. For (faid he) there was a large
“ town diredlly oppofite the place v/here my vefTel lay,

and if my hands on board had been fufficient I would
“ have carried off fome of the people. J afkcd him,
“ whether taking away the people, in that manner, was
“ a common thing: O not at all uncommon (replied he)
“ we do thefe things every day on the Gold Coad, we
“ call 'vi panyaring. If a native in that part is not fo
“ fpeedy as he fhould be in his payments, you man your
“ boats towards the dufk of the evening, and bid your
“ failors go up to any town that is rather near, where
“ they catch as many people as they can, no matter

whether it be your debtor’s town or not. If your debt
“ be large, it may be neceflary to catch two towns ; after
“ this, your debtor will very foon complete his number
“ of flaves.” “ But what if he fhould not?
“ Why then we carry ourprilbners away, to be fure.”—

But is this proper?” “ Neceffity has no law, be-
“ fides panyaring is country law.” Did you ever
“ recover debts in this manner?” “ Aye, many a
“ time, and 1 hope to do fo again : I wiflr we had the

fame law here that they have on the gold coall, or
“ that the old mulatto trader was alive ; he was a fine
“ fellow to do bufinefs with, he would never caufe any

delay to any one. But as to the prefent man he is
afraid
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‘ afraid to make a haul of the people, as the man bcfcre
‘ him ufed to do : he wants a proper fplrit.” 1 a.ked
‘ him afterwards how he contrived with his (lender crew
‘ to keep a proper guard over his flaves. “ 1 take
' good care, faid he, that they never lhall do me an in-
‘ jury, for I put them all in leg-irons. And if leg-irons

be not enough, why then I handcuff them. If handcuffs
are too little, I put a collar round their neck, with a
chain faftened to it, which is locked to a ringbolt
in the deck. If one chain be not fufficient, 1 put
two, and if two wont do 1 put three : you may trull

** me for that.”
“ Towards the end of our converfation, he very

'' gravely affured me that he had never known any
” adls of cruelty committed in the Slave Trade.”
“ But are not thefc things cruelties ?” “ O no, thefe
“ are not cruelties, they are matters of courfe, there is
" no carrying on the trade without fuch things as
“ th^fe.”

That the Slave Trade has not unfrcqncntly iffued in
the fudden deflrudion of thofe immediately engaged it>
it, and that no feveritics can operate to the certain pre¬
vention of thefe dreadful evils, the following accounts
of the cutting off of fl.avc-fhips, which have all been fur-
nifhed from the neighbourhood of Sierra Leone, and arc
moft of them very recent calcs, will fulhcicntly tcllify.

“ I have juft heard that an American brig,
“ commanded by Captain , wlio I undcrlland
“ was outlawed in England, has been cut oft by the
“ flaves, feven or eight leagues to the northward of
“ Cape Sierra Leone. A fmglc flavc having armed
“ himfelf with an axe began the attack, ruihed into the
“ cabin and laid open the captain’s face and bread ; he
“ alfo wounded a paflenger who was on boa.id veiy

feverely j as the fcamcn made no relillancc timy
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permitted to go oiF in the boatj carrying the vvounde(^

" people away with them. The captain died. The
“ Have fhip was retaken by a Liverpool veffel, after an
“ encounter in which feme of the flaves were killed ”

The following account of a very defperate druggie on
board a flave-lhip, forms part of a conhderable detail of
occurrences which do not altogether bear on the prefent
fubjeft. It is but candid to obferve tiiat the war which
will here be fpoken of> a war indeed of a moll extra¬
ordinary and perhaps unprecedented kind, appears in
no refpedl to have arilen out of the Slave-Trade. The
dangers attending this traffic are however drongly evin¬
ced by the ftory which will be given.

■ “ 1 have got confiderable light into the hif-
“ tory of Mahady, the famous Mahometan prophet, who
“ appeared in thefe parts with an immenfe concourfe of

followers, about three years ago. When he was killed,
fome of his generals contended together for the maf-

“ tery, and one of them was made a prifoner of war by
“ his antagoniil, who immediately fold him to a French
“ flave-lhip that was lying off a fadlory not far from
“ bierra Leone. There he carried himfelf with a fullen
“ dignity, and, even in chains, he would addrefs his

fellow flaves in his accullomed tone of authority and
“ command, as if he were ftill a man whom no one

would dare to difobey. I heard this from a flave
trader who both beheld him a prifoner on board the
flave-lhip, and had alfo formerly feen him in the quality

“ of a great chief or general in Mahady’s train. The
“ flave-trader recolledled the chief, and the captive chief
“ alfo recognized the flave-trader. On the fame day

when the author of my intelligence was on board, it
“ happened that the chief was permitted to take a walk
“ on deck without his ufual fetters. No fooner had the
“ captain of the lliip fet down to dinner with his friends
“ in the cabin, than an appointed fignal was given. The
“ flavfs rofe to a man, knocked oft' each other’s fetters,

“ and
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*' and headed by this chief made an attack on the bar-
“ ricade, with the view of forcing their way into the“ cabin they were unable however to cffeft their pur-“ pofe; the guns were pointed at them, fome were
" killed, many leaped into the fea, and the infurrcftiou
“ was quelled. The captain was now proceeding to“ enquire who was the ringleader, when this chief came
“ boldly forward and avowed that he had fet c n foot
“ and headed the infurrcction, adding that his wifli un-

doubtedly had been to give liberty to all the Haves on
board, and that he regretted his defeat on their

“ account, but that as to himfelf he was well fatisfied
“ with the iffue of the conteft, being now happy in the

profpedl of immediately obtaining what he termed his
“ own liberty : the captain did not delay to grant him
“ the objeft of his wifh, and hung him up inftantlv to the
“ yard arm, as an example to the other infurgents.”

The Directors think it may not be improper tq
obferve, that they do not wilh to be confide red as
approving in the fmallefl degre.; the leading principles
of this chief, who appears to have been actuated by a
fpirit of pride and a difdain of life evidently unchrilHan.
The dangers of the Slave '^I’rade, and the impolTibility
of effedtually guarding againft infurreciion, not the mo¬
tives of the infurgents, of which the purity is not to be
cxpedled, are the point under confideration.

The Diredors will proceed to add another circum-
ftantial account of a no kfs fierce and very recent cou-
flid on board a Have Ihip.

“ A velTel from the northward brought the account
“ of the cutting off ot a Bofton Have (hip, by about

forty flaves who were on board ; being kept only in
“ fingle chains they took an opportunity while the
“ captain and chief part of the crew were below, to
“ overpower the fecond mate and a feaman on the deciv,
** whom they cut in pieces and threw overboard ; they
“ then began to attack the cabin, but being unable to

\ “ fo:ce
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force the door they brought the guns from the deck ttf

“ bear upon it. The captain and the reft of his crew
“ were now induced to furrender themfelves on con-
“ dition of having their lives fpared, and the ftiip given
“ to them as foon as they fhould have navigated her
** into fome place, from whence the flaves might efcape;

no fooner however had the captain and chief mate
come on the deck, than they were both put to death#

“ but the feamen were preferved for the fake of having
their help in navigating the veflel, which they accord-
ingly conduced towards the mouth of a neighbouring
river; happening fuddenly to run aground, three of
the feamen were fent off in a boat to drop an anchor
aftern, which they had no fooner done than they
pulled away from the ftiip with all their might, fuc-
ceeded in gaining the ftvore, and prefently brought

“ down with them a Have trader, a refident in that part,
“ who having put himfelf and as many hands as he
“ could get on board an armed fehooner, attempted the
“ recovery of the veftel; an obftinate engagement en-
“ fued, in which the Have trader had three men killed

and four wounded ; the flaves having expended all
“ their ammunition formed a raft, by the help of which
“ they efcaped to the ftiore; and it appeared on taking
“ poffeifion of the Ihip that feveral on their ftde had alfo

fallen in the battle. Of the flaves who gained the
“ land fome were immediately killed; the reft, being
“ eighteen in number, were at length entirely over*

powered by the natives, who were brought down in
“ crowds to the river lide by the noife of the firing:

thefe eighteen being taken prifoners were again fold
for flaves.”
One or two other recent inftances of the cutting off of

flave Ihips in the neighbourhood of Sierra Leone, are
mentioned to the Court# but the particulars are not
tranfmitted.

The



( 99 )

The Dlreflors will clofe this long enumeration of thofc
general enormities of the Slave Trade, which have been
brought to light through the eftablifhment of the prefent
colony, by giving a brief hiftory of the origin, progrefs,
and end of an European Have trader, who lately died at
one of the neighbouring iflands to Sierra Leone, after a
long refidence on the coaft, and who appears to have
attained to a degree of ferocity and hardnefs of heart
proportionate in fome meafure to his fuccefles in this
bloody trade. As this man appears to have neither friend
nor connexion left, the Direftors will think themfelves
tinder no obligation to ufe any concealment on the fubje<ft.
His name was Ormond ; he went out from England about
thirty-five years ago, in the capacity of cabin-boy to a
flave Ihip, and was retained as an afliftant in a Have
fadlory on the Sierra Leone river; availing himfelf of
the knowledge which he had acquired in this fituation,
in procefs of time he fet up a faftory for himfelf, in a
neighbouring part towards the north, and though unable
to write or read, he grew neverthelefs to be fo expert and
accomplilhed a flave trader that he realized, as it is fup-
pofed, about thirty thoufand pounds fterling. His
cruelties were almoft beyond belief. Two perions who
feem to have had good means of information have given
the following account of them. “ One of thefe perfons,

who had lived for fome time near to him, faid, he
** knew it to be a faft that it was his common praftice
“ to kill all his unfaleable flaves by tying a done to their

necks and drowning them in the river during the
night. Nor was his cruelty confined to blacks; being
offended by a white agent, or clerk, on one Chriftmas

** day, while drinking freely with fome company, he
ordered his flaves to tie up the European, and then

** gave him with his own hands four hundred laflies.
The white fadlor died a few days after.” The other

perfon who fpoke of this flave trader agreed as to his
general character for barbarity, and mentioned his hav-

N 2 ing
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ing heard the following inflance of it froin an eye witnefs,
namely, “ that Ormond having caught a black wife of his
‘‘ in a criminal connexion with one of his flavcs, he tied
‘‘ them together to a tar barrel, fet it on fire, and in this

manner burnt them both to death.” It is obfcrvable
alfo that this favage by no means fell fnort of the natives
of Africa in the degree of heathenilh fuperftjtion to
which he had attained; he had the fame firm truft with
them in grigris, or charms, was fubjed to filly fuper-
ftitious fears, and had the ufual faith in witchcraft.
Providence having thus permitted this man to become
a fignal inftance of a no lefs abandoned than fuccefsful
Have trader, was pleafed to allow that he fhould experience
before he terminated his days the following viciflitude.
A few years ago having loll his health he went to thp
Ifles de Los (which lie to the north of Sierra Leone) for
the fake of fea air and medical help, having confided all
his alrairs to a mulatto youth who was his fon. Happen¬
ing to have recently quarrelled with the Bagos, who are
the natives that furround his place of relidence, and to
have dellroyed one of their towns, they took this oppor¬
tunity to retaliate, and came down in a body to attack
and plunder his fadlory. The Haves of Ormond being
not much attached to their mailer, favoured the Bagos,
and the place being taken they lhared in the general pil¬
lage ; the buildings were all burnt, the goods in theiiii
which are faid to have amounted to the value of twelve
pr fifteen hundred Haves (or near thirty thoufand pounds)
were either dellroyed or carried away; young Ormond
and all who adhered to him were put to death; old
Ormond lived to hear the news, but he died in about a
month after.

'I’he Diredlors have thought it proper to give the cha-
rafler of this man, principally with a view of exhibiting
an inllance of the great influence of the Slave Trade,
in dellroying the feelings, and depraving the humanheart. 'I'he fame llory may ferve alfo to Ihew, what

crimes
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cniTics hn.ve been perpetrated with impunity by Britifli
lubjefts in Africa ; and of what inifruments Great
Britain has made life, in carrying on this deteftable com¬
merce.

The Directors however would by no means be under-
ftood to impute to the general body of Have traders
on the coaft, atrocities equal to thofe which have been
mentioned; at the fame time they think it right to
obferve, that other inilances might if necefiary have been
added, which would have exhibited very nearly the fame
degree of guilt and cruelty.

In proceeding now to fpeak of the direiff hindrances
by which the Slave Trade may be Ihewn to have ob¬
truded the Company’s views of civilization, the Diredors
will dwell hrd and chiefly, on two or three particular
fads, adding indeed in the fcquel, fome obfervations on
the general contariety which mufl: neceflarily exifl: be¬
tween the principles of the Sierra Leone Company and
thofe of the Slave Trade, even though no fuch fpeclfic
hindrances as thofe which will be Hated, Ihould occur

again. Thefe obfervations will naturally offer themfelvcs
after Hamming up the whole evidence on the fubjed of
the Slave Trade, and they will be an introducTon to
the only remaining head of the opening profpeds of
civilization.

The firfl inflance that fhall be named of a dired
hindrance given by the olave Trade to the civilization,
or rather indeed to the firlf colonization of Africa, will
be one of a very interefling, and perhaps the Proprietors
may think of a rather ominous and difcouraging kind.
The Diredors allude to the overthrow or difperfion of
the flrfl colony of free blacks from hence, which as the
following account will fhcw> may obvioufly be traced to
|he Slave Trade,

The
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The Proprietors may recoIIe<S, that this fettlement, on
which the firft fubfcribers to the prefent Sierra Leone
Company founded a confiderable part of their hopes,
was mentioned in the opening of this Report, to have
been broken up not very long after its ellablilhment, in
confequence of a difpute with the natives, in which the
fettlers (apparently however not through their own fault)
unhappily became involved. The circumftances were
as follows. A native Chief living within half a mile of
Free Town, which is the fame fpot on which the free
blacks from London originally placed themfelves, had
loft, as he affirms, two individuals of his town, by the
depredations of an American Have captain, and had been
fome time waiting for an opportunity of retaliating on
any velTel from the fame country, that might come within
his reach ; the opportunity after a-while occured; a boat
which was found to belong to an American fhip, happen¬
ing to pafs up the river, was attacked and plundered by
him and his people ; the crew that were in her confifting
of three or four men, were put to death, one only ex¬
cepted, who efcaped, and conveyed the news to the
neighbouring Have fadlory, the place to which the boat
had been going. The principal agent of the faftory,
after fome confutation with the officers of a man of war,
then lying in the river, determined on becoming the
avenger of the outrage : fome ineffedlual attempts were
firft made to induce the Chief to come on board the
frigate, but after an interval of two or three days, the
Have fadlor himfelf, together with a lieutenant from the
King’s fhip, and a body of Britifh failors and marines,
fet out on an expedition to the town of the chief, having
alfo added to their party two of the free blacks from the
new fettlement as their guides, who by living in the im¬
mediate neighbourhood, were of courfe acquainted with
the road, and who were preffed, as they fay, moll unwil¬
lingly into this fervice. On the approach of this armed
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t)ody of men, the Chief and his people fled, the town
was plundered and fet on fire • the Have faftor however,
and the party with him from the King’s Ihip, returning
in the dulk of the evening, were fuddenly attacked by a
difcharge of mufquetry from among the bulhes, and an
engagement enfued, in which fome natives are faid to
have fallen on the one fide, and the firll lieutenant of the
man of war and a ferjeant of marines were killed on the
other, a few alfo being llightly wounded. One confe-
quence of the flaughter that happened among the natives
on this occafion, was, that the Chief ufed afterwards
frequently to vow, that he mull now retaliate again for
the further lofs of people that he had fullained ; happily
however, the Have faflor, againft whofe perfon his rage
was principally diredled, foon afterwards quitted the
eoall.

This fcene of outrages, produced as it happened no
great mifchief or inconvenience to the Have fadlory,
which is fituated at fome dillance on an illand in the
river, and is alfo well fortified, but its confequences were
fatal to the neighbouring and unprotedled fettlement of
free blacks. A palaver or council was called of all the
furrounding Chiefs, who following the African cullom
of direlling their vengeance for every mifchief done to
them, againft any perlbns guilty or not guilty, whom
they have within their power, and whom they imagine
in the Imalleft degree connefled with the authors of the
injury, and having heard that in this cafe two indivi¬
duals from the neighbouring colony were among the
hoftile party, determined that the whole town of the free
fettlers Ihould be burned. The fentence was executed
within three days, and the fettlers were difperfed. It is
but doing j’uftice to the Have fa£lor to obferve, that it
afforded a temporary protcftion and fupport to feveral
of the fettlers during the firft prelTure of their diftrefs.

The ftorv that iias now been recited dcfervcs notice,
' not
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liot only as alfording an explanation of the immediate
caufe of the difperfion of the firft colony which went from
hence to Sierra Leone, but as a fpecimen alfo of one of
the kinds of danger to which every body of new fettlers
in Africa muft necelTarily be more or lefs expofed, fo
long as the Slave Trade is carrying on all around them^
The events which happened in this cafe were none of
them ftrange or extraordinary. An outrage is com¬
mitted or fuppofed to be committed by a Have captain,
in the procuring of flaves; a blind and bloody adl of
vengeance on the part of the natives follows ; the neigh¬
bouring Have fadtory interferes, and the little adjoining
fettlement is involved in the confequences of the general.
All thefe are accidents which belong to the very nature
of the Slave Trade ; they grow out of its ordinary enor¬
mities ; they fuit with its ferocious fpirit; and accord
with principles of injullice : for the indiferiminate fei-
zure of each others perfons, is the very le/Ton which is
daily taught the Africans by the European fadlors, who
blame no violence, revenge no injury, and difeourage
no atrocity that tends to the extenlion of their own traffic j
and who, fo far as the Direftors are informed, are not
accullomed to decline buying any man for a Have, on
the ground of his having been unjuftly brought into cap¬
tivity. Indeed more than one inftance might eafily be
pointed out, as the Direflors conceive, in which the lame
Have fadlory which became the adminiftrator of jultice
upon this occafion, has purchafed Africans, knowing them
at the time of purchafe to be freemen; knowing alfo
that the individual who offered them for fale, had himfelf
feized them unjullly, and had no lhadow of right to fell
them. Nor do the Diredors mention this by way of call¬
ing particular rehetSions on any individual flave-fadtory,
for they believe that the other Have faftories in Africa
follow the fame cullom ; each thinking it perhaps a
fufficient jultification to plead, that if it Ihould be fo

fingular
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fingujp 3S to decline making thefe purchafes, other flavefaifories would feel no fiich fcruples; or even' if theydid, that the captains of the (hips therafelves, without the
intervention of a factory, would purchafe and carry offthe people who might have been reje^fe^. And indeed
It is reardnable to fuppofe, that the flave faftors on the
fcpaft cannot Be altogether ihfenfible of the very impbr-
Upt dipninatibn which might eventually be made in their
trade, if the principle 'of inquiring into the mode of
jprocurjng th'e Haves fold to them, and of refufing thofe^ho might appear to have a juft title to their freedom,
Sibuld oe once in any degree admitted. But whatever
be the ground on which the encouragement evidently-
given to the commiflion of outrages on the perfons of the
patives, majr be jollified in the imagination of the flave-
dealers, it is furely not to be wondered at, if either they
themielves, or vyhite men vifiting the coall, or any
neighbouring fetdement fuppofed to be connefled with
Europe, Ihould occafionall^ feel the eiiefls of the diffii-
Hon of thefe principles of injuftice.

The Court having heard the circumllances which
caufed the dilperfion of the firfl: Colony, will not be fur-
prifed if the Direflors, anxious to provide againft a
return of the fame darger, fliould have felt that eager
delire which has been Hated in an early part of this
Report, to enlarge the number of colonills, and fliould
have urged on the Proprietors, as they did, the import¬
ance of forming at once a llrong and relpeftable ellablilh-
ment.

Another evidence of tlie danger arifing from the Slave-
Trade to the perfonal fecurity of any neighbouring
colonills, is afforded by the following ftory:

Some time before the ellablilhment of the prefent
Company, a Briti/h Have-trader who lived then in Sierra
Leone river, but is lately removed, feized five free

O blacks
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blacks (part of the colony from England) which has been
lately fpoken of juftifying this violence On the ground of
his having been wronged by One individual of their body,
fomewhere at a diftance on the coaft, where he was em¬
ployed in navigating a veffel belonging to this flave-
fador. The country law warranted, ds the fadtor faid,
this mode of redrelTing the grievance, and he feems
therefore to have taken the firll five fettlers he Could
irieet with. He was induced howevet, after foliie time,
to releafe three of them gratuitoufly, the two remainiilg
prifoners being thought on confideration to afford that
recompence for his lols, which was fit and proper on the
common principles of African juftice. Thefe two iheh,
who were admitted to have no connexion with the de¬
faulter, nor any means of catching him, (he having run
away from the fhip when at the diftance of fome hundred
miles from the fettlement,) and whofe only crime was that
they had formerly lived in the fame town with him, were
kept by this Britifh flave-trader fome time in chains, and
then fold and put by him on board a flave-fhip that was
on the point of failing; when a Mahoiiietan chief, who
happened to come from the interior country, took com-
paflion on their cafe, and having advanced out of his
own pocket about fifty pounds fterling fof their redemp¬
tion, releafed them and fent them home. The fame
chief fell lately into fome diftrefieS himfelf, and being
in debt to one of the factories, was deprived of a fa¬
vourite free boy, whom he had fent with a meflage to
the faftor ; the boy being feized for the fatisfadlion of the
debt. The chief, half dillradled at the lofs, came down
to Sierra Leone, and endeavoured in vain to trace the.,
child from faftory to faiftory. At length he called at
Freetown, mentioned his prefent poverty, and the afHiflion
which had brought him down to the coaft, and modeftly
alked to have the fifty pounds reftqred to him which he
had formerly paid for the redemption of fome of the
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freemen of Granville Town, and had never claimed
before. The Direftors have mentioned all thefe cir-
cumftances together and in this place, though part of
them might have been claffed with the incidents enu¬
merated fome time fince, becaufe they wilh to remark
that the Governor and Council were led very carefully
to inveftigate the whole of this interefting cafe; and
they found from different concurring circumftances, that
the main fafts were precifely as has been Hated, The
fifty pounds were paid back to the chief by the Com¬
pany, in confequence of this inveftigation.

The Directors have reafon to think that feveral others
of this firft unprQtefted body of fettlers have been fold
from time to time, and adlually carried off the coaft.
One is believed to have been kidnapped by a neighbour¬
ing black flave-trader; and an inftance has occurred of
another having turned kidnapper hlmfelf. The natives
whom he had feized and fold were however recovered,
through the intervention of the Company, and the kid¬
napper was corporally punifhed. Some are alfo faid to
have been fold for crimes charged againfl: them. All
thefe incidents however, (the deteflion and punifhment
of the individual who turned kidnapper alone excepted,)
happened antecedently to the formation of the prefent
colony.

The Proprietors, after all the evidence that has been
given, will not be furprifed if the infccurity of travellers,
and the prevention of a free communication with the
interior country, fhould be fpoken of as another hind¬
rance to the views of the Company. T he mention of
this point, indeed, opens a wide field for refieftion. It
has appeared from many recent invelligations, that the
natives of Africa who live towards the coall, are far
more barbarous than thofe of the interior country, and
that while the population towards the fea is extremely
thin, and the little intercourfe that fubfifts in this part

Q ^ dangerous
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dangerous, there are to be fo,und, on ^a^^at^cing furtlyyrinland, many towns of confiderable .ma(gnjtud'ei. fotne of
which, lying in the very heart of Africa, are fup|)ofed to
carry on much internal trade, and even to 1\aye inade no
fmail progrefs in Civilization, Whether^, therefore, the
immediate interefts of the Cornpany, or tne_ general be¬
nefit both of Africa and Europe, be cpntempla^ted, the
opening of fome connexion with the interior of this vaft
continent, naturally prefents itfelf to the mind as a moft
defirable objefl. But here again the i lavgrTrade exerts
its baneful influence. That general.infecurity of peffons
which refults from it; that diflHutipn.of.all government
which it has caufed on many parts oi tne epaft; that
drunkennefs which it has introduced among the native
kings and chiefs; but, above all perhaps,.the dread .of
fecret machinations from the flave-traders themfelves,
who by means of a chain of faflorie? have a confidefable
influence in the interior, and may be confidered alfp as
holding the key of Africa in their nands, by poflellingalmofl the entire empire of the coafl:—'all thefe circum-
flances form, unqueftionably, a very formidable'hindrance
in the way of every liberal and benevolent attempt to
extend difeoveries in Africa, with the view of ultimately
letting on foot fome peaceful and mutually advantageous
intercourfe, with the nations of the interior parts.

The Proprietors are already informed that an attempt
to penetrate into the country furrounding Sierra Leone,
was made by the Company’s mineralogifl, in the veryinfancy of the colony. He was a perfon .who to fome
impatience of fpirit, joined a very ardent mind, a loveof general knowledge, and great perfonal refpeclability,
as well as experience in his profeffion. He went, from
England for the purpofe of extending his difeoveries,having voluntarily offered his fervices to the Company,taking no falary, but Amply ftipulating, that if anygTohCs Ihould arife from his profeflional refearches, he

Ihould
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^^>"6 which miheralogifts are commonly
allowed, and that the expenfes of his paflage and living
at .Sierra Leone Ihould be borne by the Company ’ This
lim of the adventurers from Sierra Leone on a journey of
difcovery, was attacked and plundered of all his goods;,
as was before ftated, by a native chief, and was obliged
to retjirn in fo deplorable a condition, that he appears to
haiye died of the vexations and hardfhips he encountered.
It wou/d not have Been urifeafonable to fufpeft that the
$|ave^-Trade might have imparted fome of its ferocity to
tmscmef, even if no evidence of a pofitive connection
between him and the flave-tradcrs had been furnifhed.
It has however happened, that a fubfequent attack on
another fervant of the Company has been made by the
fame chief, at the inftigation, as the Directors arc in¬
formed, pf a French flave-trader; who reprefented to
biin and his people, that a Ihip of the Sieria Leone
Company trading in this river, had been equipped for
the purpofe of making war on all the French flave-
fa.Ct6rs living in his territories. On the arrival of the
vcffel the natives were alarmed; but the peaceable de¬
meanour of the captain, who merely went up to buy
fome rice in the principal town, foon allayed their fears.
The chief, however, meeting V.ith the captain while he
was thus employed, and being very drunk at the time,
was induced to make an afiault upon iiim. The people
aggravated the infult, tore tire clothes from the captain s
back, dragged him to another tovv ii about two miles olF,
and there kept him prifener. When the chief grew fober,
he began to reileCl on w hat he had done, ordered the
prifoner to be fet free, and made him fome prefents by
way of compenfation for the inlult.

The Direfiors will not add, in this place, any more
pbfervations on the hindrances which the Slave-Tra e
has given to the Company, as the fame general fu
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will neceffarlly recur again, in fpeaking of the fteps that
have been taken to promote Civilization. Yet before
they difmifs the topic of the Slave-Trade, they truft that
they may be allowed, in confequence of its very great
importance, briefly to recapitulate fome of the leading
circumftances which have been Hated.

It appears then, that the chief fources of the Slave-
Trade are debts, wai's, crimes, and kidnapping. When
debts are Hated to be one of the fources of flavery, there
may feem nothing on the lirH view very dreadful in
the idea ; but let the fa<Hs which have been mentioned on
this fubjedl be put together, and they will be found to
exhibit fuch a fyHem of wickednefs, and fuch a fcene of
accumulated mifery, as would by no means have pre-
fented itfelf to the mind, on a flight irtveHigation.

In the lirH place it may be obferved, from the con¬
current teflimonies which have been given, that if an
African contrafts a debt, it is not the debtor himfelf that
is commonly fold for the difcharge of it; an innocent
perfon almoH always pays the penalty : a wife, or a child;,
or fome other near connexion of the debtor, or perhaps
fome native refident in his town, or fome foanger who
had fought protedion there, is the perfon that is carried
off by the flave-trader. [a) On one occafion, as it has been
flievvn, a child is torn away from its father by a debtor,
and the flave-captain fails away with It before the parent
can bring the prime flave demanded as a fubHitute. (^) In
another inflance, a wife Is fold by her hulband on account
of a debt, and is feen weeping in the flave-fliip; having
alfo left a young child behind her. (r) In a third cafe, a
favourite free-boy having come down to the coaH with a
meffage, is feized for the debt of his principal ; and healfo is fent from Africa, before any opportunity is affordedfor his redemption, (a') In a fourth, two of the fettlers

Seepage 83. (^) p.89. (.) p. I06. (rf) p. 105.
from,
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from England are fold, (three more having been atfo cap-tured) on account of the debt of a townfman who runs
away from his captain, on another part of the coaft.
When the cudom of felling men in fatisfaflion for debt is
contemplated in other views, it appears Hill more dread¬
ful. The native chiefs appear to be encouraged to con¬
trail'debts by the flave-traders themfelves, for the fake
of that right of feizure. which is known to follow. The
very large credits given in Africa, which cannot be fup-
pofed to Hand on the ordinary principles of commerce,
but feem peculiar to a trade in flaves, form perhaps one
of the grand fupports of this traffick ; for fome fafts that
have appeared at Sierra Leone, unequivocally Ihew that
liberality of credit is made the means of legalizing all
manner of enormities; it ferves the purpofe either of
fubjedling a country to a flave-faflor, or of fecuring
quick difpatch to a flave-fhip. By thefe credits the
mulatto trader acquired his power over all the neighbour¬
ing chiefs, and enabled himfelf to depopulate the whole
country around him, without violating the culloms of
Africa, or forfeiting his charafler as a (<■) ‘ good matt and
a man of humanity d It is obvious alfo, that flave-captains
coming to trade on the coaft, may make a no Icfs extenfn e
ufe of the fame fyftem of credit. By unloading a part of
their goods, and dillributing them among the African
headmen, they eftablilh a claim to feize both them and
the inferior people : and (f) ‘ if therefore the crenu cf the
fave-Jhip he Jirong enough’ they need never wait long
for their cargo ; fo'r they have only to refort, as one Have
captain did not fcruple to fay that he was ufed to do ‘ ti
the country lavj of (j) panyaring’ {h') In the Mandingo
country it has been Ihewn, that debts are alfo the fource of
kidnapping ; for “ the headmen getting into debt to Eu-
”

ropeans, are then put into confinement, in confequence
(f) Seepage 92- (ft P-94- (•) ijj, p.
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of wHc|> tliglr people are obliged to kidnap, in order

** to efFed tkeir redemption.’? It ipax PP^ be improper tp
feniark, that there is no proceeding by which the Sierra
Leone Cqmpapy appear to have given To pinch oftencq
to the native chiefs, as by refufin^ to indulge* thejp wi'jtiji
the ufnal Afripan credit. '

Wars are another Iburce of the Slavg Trade, and
might alfo feen), on a fuperficial conTidefatibn of th?
jeft, to rank amongft its leaft obj.efiiop^bl^'lDUrces.
lyhen a yiew of fa^Tts is taken, they aip Tfen evidently
and neceffarily to involve the ipoti horrible' enor'ifiity.
'fhe natives of Africa> fearing to live deta'ched froifi each
other, congregate in towns, under the proteftion of fome
headman, whom they commphly term their father : (/) he,
being corrupted by liquor, is indulged with a very liberal
loan of goods, and thus becomes involved in debt .to .tho
flave-faftor : on the ground of this debt, war is maoe
by the fador on the people; fome are killed, and many
more taken, and fold into flavery, and thus the debt of
the chief is difeharged. This is precifely the deferiptfop
of that multitude ,oF little wars which were carried on by
the great mulatto flave-trader, againft all the inferior
chiefs around him. From thefe wars others fpring, and
a long fucceflion of hoftilities is thus entailed on the
chiefs and on the people. (<() A chief efcapes from the
mulatto trader, with the relidue of the people of his
40wn, to a neighbouring ifland: thence, for a conlidci -
able period, he carries on a vindiilive and at ths fame
time a predatory war, vvith his adverfarles on the main
land ; taking occafionajly forty prifoners at once froni the
mulatto trader, who would npt be flow to retaliate in his
turn ; and further yidims are Uius furniflicd, on each flde,
to the Slave-Trade. .Some of thefe .petty wars feein
eminently produf^iye to the traders; « (/) the clilcf of

(0 See page 93. (i) p, 74. (0 P-7^-
“ Oiiiaport
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** Qalaport attacks the chief of Bourah, and fends to the

flave-faftory many prifoners. The chief of Bourah
** gathers all his ftrength, and is put under the neceflity“ of feizing double the number from his antagonift; for** he is not allowed to redeem his own people, except by
payingNor are thefe fmaller wars amongthe inferior chiefs the only wars produftive of flavery.There is not one great nation in the neighbourhood ofSierraLeone which has not been reprefented, by credible wit-

nefles, as being induced to go to war by the Slave-Trade.
(/»)The female mulatto acknowledges, that when there is
no demand for flaves, then there are no wars in the
Maudingo country, “ (a) TheFoulahs, fays another evi-** dence, are perfei5lly well known to go to war for the" foie purpofe of procuring flaves.” “ The people direftly
” inland, adds another Chief, go to war for flaves; our
“

country being however now very much depopulated,
** and the paflage of the flaves from the remote parts
“ being hindered by the wars, the flave faftories have
" lately endeavoured to make up our quarrels, and the

adjacent country to Sierra Leone, begins now to be
“ at peace.”

Crimes real or imputed form another principal ground
on which perfons are condemned to flavery : adultery is
one of the higheft. A native (e) chief in one cafe, and an
European {/>) chief in another, fells an inferior African on
h charge of this fort; but in each inftauce the chief adls
on no other authority than his own will, and evidently
gets the emolument arifing from the condemnation to
himfelf. And here alfo let the drunkennefs and de¬
pravity of the African (^) chiefs, who are thus judges in
their own caufe, be confidered ; let the polygamy pre-
vailing in Africa be taken into the account; nor let the
obfervation of a native trader be forgotten, ” (/•) that it

(in) See page 76. (n) p. 75. (0) p. 84. fp) Ibid, (j) p-Sj-
{r) p. 78.
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18 common for chiefs when they want goods, to give «
hint to one of their wives, to encourage adultery in
the lower natives.” The other charges of crimi¬

nality, which have been mentioned as fources of flavery,
have been many of them fo flight, and accompanied with
fuch indications of partiality and injuftice on the part of
the judges, that the deciflons aggravate the general
horror excited by the contemplation of this traffick. A
whole town is doomed to flavery, the chief alone (r)
excepted, for the crime of letting fome runaway flaves
pafs through their diltrift to the mountain. A woman
from the next town is torn from her child (/) and fold,
the milk llill flowing from her breaft, merely as it feems
for ufing impertinent language. (») Two men are fold by
a chief after a fit of intoxication, in order to make com-

penfation to a flave-trader whom he had infulted in his’
drunkennefs. (x) One man is fold on a charge of having
changed himfelf into a leopard. (_y) The whole family of
another poor wretch who had been put to death by red
water, on a fufpicion of theft, is fold on account of his’
fuppofed offence, (ss) The remarkable circumflance of
the mulatto flave-trader’s fetting up a Have to be a judge-
over his diftrift, the growing power of this judge, the
court paid to him by the flave-traders, and the dread
of coming near him, inflanced in the condudt of one of
the natives, are alfo to be remembered.

The remaining fburce of flavery is kidnapping, of
which numerous inftances were given, {a) One of the
Nova Scotians declares himfelf to have been, formerly
kidnapped from Sierra Leone, by a woman, and foon after
his landing he is recognized by his parents. (^)RelatioDa

of Sierra Leone are carried off, at three
ditrerent times, by kidnappers. (c)The Company’s agentfalls in with a party of natives, who are feen in the,.

( ) See page 8r. (0 p.90. («) p. 84. (x) p. 87. (>■} Ibid.C=) P- 74. ^<7; p. 79, (/,) p. 72. •

very



( )

very ad of kidnapping, (y) A free fettler from England Is
kidnapped by a neighbouring flave-trader. (f) Another
free fettler turns kidnapper himfelf, but is detected by
the Governor and Council, and receives the punilhment
which he deferves. No lefs than three cafes occur in
which Britilh commanders are infefted with the common

contagion, and come under the denomination of kid¬
nappers, iince they fell without fcruple the free mariners
found on board the French fliips which they had cap¬
tured. (f) In one of thefe inftances nineteen freemen are
fold, many of them the fons of chiefs. (^) In a fecond,
three or four others, in fpite of the flrongefl; remon-
llrances of the Sierra Leone government. (^) In a third,
four women who had been left on board a captured Ihip
as pawns. (/) The numbers in the Deferter’s town are
confiderably reduced, partly by kidnapping. In all the
neighbouring countries alfo, kidnapping is declared by
many witnehTes to abound. (4) Free-hooters, fays one,
infell the parts lying between the coall and the Foulah
country ; fo that the man who brings down Haves to the fea
fide is often kidnapped himfelf on his return home, and
fold to the fame fadlory, to whom he had been felling
others. In the (/)Sufee country, fays another, kidnapping
is frequent. In the Mandingo country mothers dare not
trull their children out of their fight after fun-fet, for
fear of the kidnappers. The reafon of its general preva¬
lence is obvious : debts, as was before obferved, pro¬
duce kidnapping : the impunity of the crime, through
the' facility of difpofing of the viflims, produces kid¬
napping. Wars alfo produce kidnapping : («) I my fell,

fayS one chief, ufed during a five years war to waylay
and kidnap palTengcrs : but this 1 own was a bad
thing, jullified only by the ncceffity I was under of
having fomething to give to the llavc faiflories, for the
(^'l See page 107. (e) Ibid. CO T- 0) 1’- 8^- (''.\_Ihid.

1.') p. bi. (Xy p. 76. (,/) p. 7S- ["0 r- 74- (.'O V- 7"- _
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purchafe of more ammunition.” To all thefe inftance^
are to be added the more than ordinary ravages afcribed
to the Proprietor of a neighbouring ifland, (o) who made
it his praftice to fweep away the inhabitants of whole
towns by treachery, when he had, made them intoxicated,
and of whom even the llave-fadlor complained that he
ufed to ravage without diftindion.

Thefe are the four fources from which the flaves fur-
nilhed frpm the neighbourhood of Sierra Leone appear
to have been fupplied ; nor do the Direftors conceive
that any conliderable number can have been obtained
from thefe parts by any lefs exceptionable means. In¬
deed it is reafonable to prefume that a multitude of
atrocious afts have happened at Sierra Leone in con-
fequence of the Slave-Trade, which have been per¬
petrated in fecret, or kep^ back at leaf!: from the view of
the Sierra Leone Company’s agents.

The preceding account refpecls indeed thofe flaves
only who hav'e been furniflied from the neighbourhood of
Sierra Leone, and not the general body of flaves fold in
Sierra Leone river, of whom much the greater part are
brought down from the interior country. The Diredlors
conceive, however, that no one can have any right to.
aflume that the cafe of inland flaves differs eflentially
from that of flaves taken on the Coaft : the injuftice and
treachery praftifed in taking them, and the fcenes of
private wretchednefs refulting from their captivity, can
hardly fail to be fomewhat limilar, in whatever part ofAfrica the I'cene be laid in which the cafes happen.Let then the whole aggregate of mifery caufed by theSlave-Trade be contemplated ; let it be remembered that
what has been defcribed is but a fample of the manner in
which EIGHTY THOUSAND men are annually car¬ried off from Africa, by the civilized nations of the
ivorld, and more ef|)ecially by Great Britain ; let all the

' ?) See pp.£c 92.
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variety of incidental enormities which have been ftated
be brought to recolleflion ; let the blood ir>ilf ir [p'’ wars,let the cutting off of (jr) llavc fidps, let the acts of iuiclde
relbrted to by the captives on Ihip-boar^', and of \vil<iand bloody (r) vengeance, by the incenfed natives on the
ftiore, of which a few fpecimens only have been given,be borne in mind. Let all the moral evil chargeable onthis trade be duly confidered ; let the drunkennefs, the
treachery, the v iolation of all the natural feelings, throughthe felling of wives and children, in difcharge or debts,
or in excliange for liquor, let the depraved habits com¬
municated as by contagion to (r) Eiiciih captains, failors,
and (/) faftors on the Coaft, and the enormous cruelties
to which iome of them have been tranfported, be recol-
ledled ; above all, let the (lop put to the Civilization of
one fourth part of tlie habitable globe, and the guilt of
hindering that light of revelation which has fo long
Ihone on Britain, from Ihining on the innumerable tribes
who inhabit the interior of that vail Continent, be added
the account; and on the other hand, let the prefent
miferies of Africa be contrafled with the bleflings which
might have refulted from a contrary conduft on the
part of Great Britain; from the introdudlion of Chrifli*
anity, from the communication of European knowledge,
and from that promotion of indullry, which is the lure
refult of an honeil, innocent, and peaceful commerce.—
Let all thefe conhderations be put together, and the
evil of the Slave-Trade will appear indeed enormous;
its hindrance to Civilization, and its hollility to every
principle that is profeffed by the Sierra Leone Company,
become abundantly evident; and the opening profpeds
of Civilization which are about to be Hated will be feen
to be important, not only in lefpcdl to their immediate
(:on{equences, but on account of their furnidiing alio the
ptoH fatisfadlory evidence of the pradlicability of re-
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verfing that cruel fyftem which as yet prevails in Africa,
and a favourable omen of an approaching charge in the
general condition of that hitherto unhappy Continent.

The fubverfion of the iniquitous trade in Haves was
one of the motives which led to the inftitution of the
Sierra Leone Company ; and it is one of the objefts to
which thofe who have the management of its affairs,
profefs that their beft endeavours fhall be dircdl'ed: they
trull, however, that they ftiall not allow their detellation of
the trade to excite in them any perfonal ill-vvill towards
the individuals engaged in it; and they feel a peculiar
fatisfadion in obferving, that their government abroad,
however their zeal in the caufe of its abolition may have
been excited by the fcenes which they have witneffed,
have at no time reforted, either to any violent or under¬
hand means of forwarding this objed; having neither
interrupted the Have-traders forcibly themfelves, nor
endeavoured to irritate either the natives or the Nova
Scotians againft them. It may be proper to add, that
they have been far from encouraging any failors who
thought themfelves cruelly ufed by their captains, or
any Haves belonging to the fhips, or to the fadories, to
run away to their fettlement. Indeed, it is due to the
Governor and Council to mention that they have adled
with a peculiar degree of temper and moderation, on
fome trying occafions ; labouring to compqfe differences,
to promote harmony and peace, and to prevent all pri¬
vate ads of vengeance. They have alfo made a point
of exercifing .equal jullice towards the flave-traders, and
have given proofs of humanity and kindnefs towards
them. In particular, they have received and entertained
the fick Europeans from the flave-fliips, many of vvhom
haying been attraded to Freetown by the known falu-
brity of the air, or the expedation of getting goodmedical advice, have either been lodged in the houfes
Cl fome of the feitlers at the Company’s expenfe. Of
gratuitoufiy received into tiie public hpfpital.

As



( ‘*9 )
As an inftance of the impartiality of the Governor and

Council, it may be obferved, that a complaint of ill
mfage having been made againft fome of the natives, bythe fame flave-captain, whofe enormous cruelties on

,fhip-board, as well as cuftom of feizing the natives on
Ihore, have appeared from a converfation held with this
perfon himfelf, which has been recited, the Governor
and Council exerted their influence with the neighbour¬
ing headman, to obtain a hearing of the cafe ; in con-
fequence of which the natives charged with having com¬
mitted the infult, were brought before him ; they how¬
ever exculpated themfelves, the blame appearing to lie
wholly on the fide of the flave-captain.

The following is an inftance of the protedion afforded
to a flave-trader by the Gov'ernor and Council, as well
as of the care and prudence which have been exerted to
prevent thofe ads of violence which arife out of the
Slave-Trade, from talcing place on the Company’s dif-
trid.

It has been ftated that an European flave fador(a) fold
a free native in his fervice, without the form of a trial on
a charge of adultery with one of his wives; the fale of
this perfon gave rife to the outrage now to be deferibed.
“ A French flaveTador who lives in a neighbouring
“

part, having come on Ihorc on one fettiement, was
“ met by a native, who accufed him of having wrong-

fully fold to a flave-fliip a freeman (his brother) who
“ had ferved the fador faithfully, as a free grumetta,
“ during many years. The native proceeded to collar
“ the Frenchman, and threatened to drag him to a
“ neighbouring town, that the difpute might be fettled j
" I refeued the European with fome difliculty, being
“ determined to forbid all fuch ads of violence on our
‘'f ground; but while I was getting a boat in order to
“

convey him out of the fettiement, he fell again into
(u) See page 84-

*• the
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** the hands of the fame natives: by the help of th®
** Governor and another principal fervant of the L'oni-
** pany, I refeued him again, and he got off in fafety

to his veffel. The Frenchman was fo overwhelmed
** with terror, that he fancied every one of us hig
<* enemies, and began begging that we would put an

end to his life ourfelves, and not give him up to be
“ murdered by the favages. I was afraid of fome in-

terference of the Nova Scotians, many of whom were
** looking on during this fcene, but they behaved very
“ well; in their feelings, however, they feemed to lean
** ftrongjy to the fde of the natives, I told them that

before any llranger Ihould be forcibly carried off front
** our diftrift, we were determined that we ourfelves

would be carried off, and they were very much re-
** ftrained by my holding this language. On the follow*

ing Sunday our clergyman noticed from the pulpit>
how unbecoming it would be if any llranger, however

“ culpable he might have been, who had come into the
** fettlement imagining he was under our protedlion,

Ihould have his perfon feized while he was in it: the
** Nova Scotians approved of what was faid. I after-
“ wards made a complaint to the chief of the dillrifl in

which the native who had collared the Frenchman
** lives, and received a formal apology for what had

paffed, being affured that no fuch outrage Ihould be
committed in future. Soon after this, 1 found that
the Frenchman had fpread about a llory, that the
affault of the native had been inftigated by us, and

“ had been altogether an affair of our contrivance. The
** poor man was certainly fo terrified that he might not
** have been a judge of what paffed at the time of the
“ affault; befides, he would feel as a flave-dealer a llrong

prejudice againll us; but 1 think 1 would fubmit to
be again traduced by him rather than let any violence

“ be committed on our ground.” 1 his Have trader is
the fame man who inftigated the drunken chief to

commit
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lommlt aft outrage on the perfon of one Of the Com-
pany't Cupt:iins> which he did very ^bon after his own
i^feue happened^

Although the Governor and Council, in conformitywith the principlei recommended to them by the Direc¬
tors, have adopted this pacific line of condudl, fome
inftances have certainly arifcn of the Company’s inter¬
ference with the interefts of the flave-traders, v/hich the^^
Direflors fear may have been interpreted in fome mea-
fiire into ads of hoftility, and become occafions of
'Mence.

It is neceffliry to introduce the incident which the
Diredors are now going to mention, by premiling that
the legiflatures of the Northern States of America have
prohibited the trade in Haves in certain cafes under heavy
penalties.

An American ilrip having arrived at the mouth of
** Sierra Leone river, the fupercargo, wlfb appears to

have been very little informed of the principles of the
'f* Sierra Leone Company, went Ivaltily to the Governor
'•* and Council, and made an offer of felling them the
'** whole of her loading for a cargo pf flaves; obferving
* that he would take no other articles in barter, and

that he hoped they would favour him with all the
Haves he wanted in the courfe of a few days. One of

** the council afkcd him how the American laws flood in
refped to this trade. He faid the laws of that part of
America from which he came, prohibited it in his cafe,

** inftiding forfri ture of the fhip, and one thoufand pounds
line v|Ai'. the captaint ‘But, added he, nobody will

“ inform.' 1; was anfwered to him, * Indeed, fir, you are
miftah-cn ; f mylelf flail inform if none elfe undertakes
to do it.’ •‘1 hope, fir, faid the fupercargo, you \yill
not do fo unfriendly a thing.’ * I would rather, replied
the member of Council, prevent evil than punilb it;
and I therefore give you warning, that if you carry

“ off a fingle Have from this Coaff, you lhall find an in-
Q formation
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** formation lodged againft you in America.* The fuper-
“

cargo then declared that what had dropped from him
“ had not been fpoken in earneft, and that he had a great
“ abhorrence of the Slave-Trade.” The American Ihip
appears to have quitted Sierra Leone river immediately
after this converfation, to the obvious prejudice of the
flave-faftories in that quarter.

> The Direftors have received from Sierra, Leone, a lift
of all the American veffels which have been known to

tranfgrefs the laws of their country, and they are taking
meafures for conveying to the feveral legiflatures, whofe
authority has been infulted, fufficient evidence of all the
circumftances which may tend to the convidion and
punilhment of the offenders.

One other ftep taken by the Direflors with the view
of limiting, if poffible, fome of the excefles of the Slave-
Trade, may be worthy of mention. When the infor¬
mation arrivAi of the fale of all the free-mariners found
on board the captured French ihips, it was accompanied
with an intimation of fome doubt having- arifen in the
minds of the Company’s fervants abroad, whether they
ought not to have t|ken on themfelves the redemption of
thefe injured men: it was imagined that the price paid
for their liberty might be recovered in England, by an
adlion of debt againft the Eritilh fubjefts who fold them.
On the other hand, it was obvious that much expenfe
would accrue from fending over all the necefiary wit-
nefl'cs from Africa; that there was alfo danger of failingin fome point of legal evidence, and that there muft be
a variety of uncertainties attending fuch a bufinefs : the
Governor and Council were therefore, on the whole,
afraid of adopting this ftep. The Court of Direftors,
however, on taking into confideration the various advan¬
tages that might arife from an avowal of their deter¬
mination to interfere in future cafes of this fort, thoughtit right to fend out inftruAions, that if, in certain cafes
which they fpecified, any neighbouring native Ihould be

aniulllv
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4injuftly fold hereafter as a Have, either to or by anyfiritiih fubjeft, the Governor and Council were to con-
fider themfelves authorized to pay the price of fuch per-lon’s redemption, if no other means of reftoring the cap¬tive to liberty (hould be afforded. The communication
of this intelligence to feveral of the neighbouring chiefs,
is faid to have given confiderable fatisfadtion.

The Diredtors having thus fpolcen of the fteps which
they have taken tending to prefcribe feme limits to the
Slave Trade, and either to prevent or remedy a few of
Its greater enormities, fo far as concerns the immediate
neighbourhood of Sierra Leone, will proceed next to
deferibe fome of the diredt efforts which they have
made to fet on foot plans of Cultivation and induftry,
and to prepare the way for the introdudlion of Chriftianity
and Civilization into thofe parts of Africa where they
have any influence. The obllacles which the Slave-Trade
has prefented to the defigns of the Company will again
neceffarily appear in treating of this topic.

It is obvious that "one of the moft effcdtual means of
promoting the Civilization of Africa, mufl be that of at¬
tempting to gain over fome of the principal Kings, or
Chiefs, to this great caufe. If any chief fltuated in the
neighourhood of fertile landj over which he has an un-
difputed right, and having already grumettas under him,
could be perfuaded to turn the labour of his people to the
regular cultivation of the foil; if he could be induced, for
inllancc, to take an European planter into his fervice, and
to commit to him the diredtion of fuch induflry as the chief
could command ; if he could be perfuaded alfo to protedl
and entertain a fohool-mafter, or miflionary, who might
converfe freely wdth the chief, and become an inlfrudtor
of all the furrounding people, a friendly connedfion and
intercourfe being at the fame time eftabliihed between the
native in quelUon and the Sierra Leone government; it
(tan> hardlv be doubted that, under the aufpices of any

Q 2 well-
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wcll-difpofed African uniting thefe advantages, the worl^
of Civilization might a4vanoe with a rapid ftep.

The Pireflors will here ilate the feverai obftacles to
^e adoption of any plan of cultivation by the native
chiefs, which, under the prefent circunfiliances of ^rica,
muft naturally be expedled to arife.

It has been already noticed, that the kings and head*
men in the neighbourhood pf Sierra Leone univerfally
deal in flaves; Many private Have-traders have railed
themfelves into chiefs by means of this traffic, and all
the n^re regular chiefs have become more or lefs dealers
in Haves alfoi. The difference between a chief, or king,
who is alfo a Have- trader, and a Have-trader who has
l-aifed himfelf into a chief, being principally this, that the
king is the lefs powerful of the two, and is commonly
alfo ,in debt to an European fadtpry, to whom he is
therefore fubfervient ; whereas the flavertrader is often
rich and independent,, having many head-men in-bis
debt, who are confequently reduced into fubjedtion. to
him, The difficulty of interefting the African chiefs ip
fchemes of cultivation, is a point ofl which it, cannot be
neceflary therefore tp dwell; for it is pbvious ;that, ge¬
nerally fpeaking, neither a kmg vyho is in league with a
IJave^fadlor, nor a chief who has acquired all that he has
by the Slave-Trade, can be expedled to become the patron
of a plan which .has for its objedl, the introdudlion of in-
duftry and the. reformation of the manijers of Africa. And
indeed it may be added, that the Slave-Trade prefents
both to the chiefs and. the inferior dealers profits often fp
tempting, and attended alfo with fo little trouble, that
habits of Regular appjicatipp and labour feepi "P* likely to
be general in Africa, till this trade lhall ceafe; On the
other hand, it may be impprtant to remark, that the
Slave-Trade ha§ ferved tp initiate the natives into the
ufe of European articles, fome of which are confidered
among them even as necefTaries of life. The talle which
has been thus created, may therefrre be reafonably, ex-
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pcacd to operate as an efFcaual fpur to induftry, as Toon
as ever that aera fhall arrive, when Africa ihall be required
to give the produce of her land and labour, infter.d of
her inhabitants tnemfelvcs, in payment for thefe neccifaries
from Europe.

The large credits given in the Slave-Trade may bementioned alfo as an obitacle to any fudden derdifticn of
it, fmee they render it very difficult for thofe chiefs who
might be diipofed to turn their thoughts to culdvation to
caJl in their capital.

The prejudices which many native chiefs at firft im¬
bibed againft the Company, may be named as another
hindrance to the adoption of any plans of cultivation
fuggefted to them. The chiefs appear to have been
taught to believe, that the Sierra Leone Company were
about to become the general difturbers of the peace, by
^hanging the cuttoms of Africa ; that they inxndtd to
ufurp the power of the chiefs, and, in the end, to drive
them from their own territory ; and, in particular, it
Teems to have been reported every where, to bo one im¬
mediate objeft of the Company, to encourage haves cf
all defcrlptions to run away from their mailers, by offier-
iflg them an afylum in the fettlement it is obvious
that this impediment to a good undeihanding with the
fhiefs, is to be confidered as merely temporary.

Such are the obftacles which might have been naturally
expe^ed to oppofe, and which have in faft more or Ids
oppofed, every attempt made by the Company to interell
the African chiefs in plans of civilizai'on ai*d indullry.
T’hcy are obflaclcs however, which, though many of
them lljll operate with the natives in general, have been
pvercome in feveral individual inftances, as the Dirediors
will have the fatisfadlion of ihewing.

The clrcumftances which have enabled the Company
pccaiionally to prevail over fo many formidable hindrances
are not difficult to be explained. Jt may be remarked in
the firft place, that there arc a few natives of feme con-

fcqucncc
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fequence in Africa, who, though they owe their rife to
the Slave-Trade, never carried it on to any great extent
themfelves, but are the fuccefibrs of deceafed llave-

• trader?, and are growing now lefs and lefs difpofed to
pufh that dangerous and bloody trafiick, by which their
property has been acquired. 1 his is one defeription of
chiefs from among whom the Company may be expected
to make profelytes. 'i'o thefe may be added as many
other Have-traders, or chiefs, (and they are likely to
amount, in courfe of time, to no fmall number in the
whole) who may happen to be thrown into fome diftrefs
through the Have-trade; who may lofe a near relation
or a friend through this traffick ; or poflibly having been
redeemed from a flave-lhip themfelves, may become
affeded by the confideration of having narrowly efcaped
that fate to which they are in the habit of configning others.
CircumHances have already occurred at Sierra Leone,
which have led the Diredors to exped that fome converts
to the caufe of the Company may, from time to time,
be gained from perfons coming under this defeription.
Again, there may be other Africans who may be induced,
partly at leall: by higher principles, to favour the Com¬
pany; who may be led, in fome meafure, ferioufly to
contemplate the miferies which the Slave-Trade has
brought upon their unhappy country, and may be pre¬
vailed upon, if a fair opening be afforded them, and the
facriiice required of them be not too great, to become the
inftruments of rendering the place of their own refidence
a feene of order and peaceful indu'dry. Laftly, there may
be fome African kings, or chiefs, who, ftruck w'ith the
improvements which they may have beheld at Freetown,
or having been induced perhaps to vifit England, may
return animated with the delire of imparting the blcflings
they have witneffed, to their native country ; who may be
induced, poflibly by embracing Chriftian principles, to
devote their lives to the caufe, and may Hand forward as

tho
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the chief promoters of the Civilization of Africa^ ani
the zealous friends of the Company.

That one or other of the principles now alluded to has
aftually operated on the minds of feveral very confider-
able chiefs, will be feen by the recitals which will now
be given to the Court.

The Diredors will introduce firft, a quotation from the
journal of one of their fervants already frequently re-
forted to, which will defcribe an interview held with a

neighbouring chief, about a year after the inflitution of
the colony.

“ Having received fome intimation of the prejudices
** againft us fubfi'ling in the mind of this chief, I began
“

my converfation with obferving, that I feared our en-
gagements at home in the care of our infant colooy,

“ might have afforded time for interefted men to fpread
abroad many reports to our difadvantage; that it was
true we were not friends to the Slave T'radc, hut that

” our plan was peaceably to draw the natives from it,
“ by fetting before them other fources of wealth, and

opening their eye.s to their own true intereils. He
•* was, to a certain degree, civil and polite in his replies,

but at firft evidently far from cordial; he allowed that
“ we had many enemies, and that he had been a good
“ deal alarmed for his property. I then explained fe-
" veral parts of our conduct, which 1 found had been
“ grofsly mifreprefented ; and affured him, in particular,
“ that it was not in the leaft our purpofe to decoy Haves
“ from their mafters (as he underllood it was our prin-

ciple to do), and that if we did not feize and deliver
them up when they run away to our fettlement, yet
we would neither willingly Ihelter them, nor give them
employment. I offered education at Sierra Leone to

“

any of his young people, and hinted that a lemmary
might be fet up at his own place ot reliJence, it lie

“ wilhed it. I then urged him to turn the labour ot his
“

grumettas to the object of cultivation, encciing into
“ lung
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Jong calculations upon it, and proceeded to fet befoj^
•* him> the many advantages he would derive front
** having his lands covered With cotton and coffee, in-

(lead of their being depopulated as heretofore by the
*■* Slave-Trade. He was very, incjuifitive on this fubjedj

and appeared rather to approve the plan, expreffing
" however a doubt whether he Ihould find a market for

his produce ; I anfwered, that we would make an
agreement to take it off his hands at a certain price.
The converfation ended by his obfervlng that my ex-

** planation was fatisfaftory, and that he wilhed fucicefs to
** the Company. I walked afterwards over fome of the

land of this chief, the foil of which iS excellent: cotton
“

grows in great abundance, and the true indigo is feen
“ in feveral places.”

The Diredors haVe the fatisfa£tion of adding, that the
dirpofition of this perfon to quit the Slave-Trade and
betake himfelf to cultivation, appears, by recent advices*
to have been confiderably Arengthened; and fome mea-
fures are ftated to have been aftually taken by him for
this purpofe. The obfiacles which have retarded the
adoption of the fuggeftions made to hhn by the Com-
pan/, have been precifely fuch as might be expedled j
namely, his outftanding debts., which it has been found
Very difficult to get in, unlefs by accepting flaves in dif-
charge of them; his experience of the profits of the
Slave-Trade, by which all his property has been gained*
and his mind of courfe to a certain degree influenced;
and his temporary prejudices againfl; the Company. Oh
the other hand, the humanity for which this African is
diftinguiflied, the growing liberality of his views, and
above all perhaps the redudlion which there has lately
been in the demand for flaves through the war* as well
as the late failure of mercantile credit in this country,
feem at length to have operated on his mind fo effedually,
as to turn the balance in favour of a fyftem of cultivation.

Another
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Another oliftrvation, t6 the praife of this refpeflable

African, feeirt's proper to be added. It might naturally
Ob' prefmhbd frorn the circumftarices which have been
ibated', that at fhd time when he followed the Slave-

hb woiild be likely to exercife as much humanity
as* could'ehliiy be liiade compatible with the profecutiori
of Ihch a' coihrtierCe ; and'that He would probably there-

donfiiie his pitrchafes to Haves fetched from a dif-
tance, giving protefHori to the people round him, even
\VhilO hb was iVitonflderately encouraging the atrocities of
fHb ihterior country. The truth of this prefumption is
dftablilhbd’by cdnfurds call: on him Iw the Have-traders.
Ifb is'tho very mail (the fucceflbr of the mulatto chief)
\Viib \Vas cHkrged by me Britifli flave-captaih with Having
itfhdfe him \Vdit fo lon^ for Haves, being afraid to “ make
a haul” of his people, as “ the fine fellow,” his prede-
deHbr, ufed to do ; arid whofe town therefore, the Britifh
captain faid'he would'have feizedl ‘^'if his fliip had been
v^ll'manned,” in ofder to teacH this African trader ‘‘ a

degree of fpirit.” His want of the due qualifi¬
cations for the Slave-Trade has' been likewife intimated

a BritiHi fadlOr refidenf in that part; for when the
latter was afked', “ Does the fucceHbr of the mulatto
fiavfe-trader take the fame means of recovering debts
(namely, by Hying walle the towns of his debtor) which
his predecefibr did ?” The anfwer was, “ No, hi; ii too

The Direftors find in the journal fent home, a
teftimony from the mouth of a third BritiHr fubjcrt, no
Ibfs to the praife of this African ; the degree of peace
arid fecurity which his mildnefs has introduced into die
country round him, being intimated in words tp the fol-
IbWing purport. ** f remember the time (faid this Have-
“ faftor who dwelt on a neighbouring iHand,) when, if

I difjjatched a grumetta up the country with goods
“ equal in value to one Have, 1 was* fure to Have him
“ back with a couple of Haves in return for them within
“ fix days; but it will now take as many weeks to get

R “ the
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the fame .number of flaves; and yet I am obliged to

** give more money for my flaves than ever,”
The Sierra Leone Company owe the fuccefs they have

met with, throughout the diftrifi: they have now been
fpeaking of, partly to the war, and partly to the re¬
membrance of the miferies inflifced in the time of the
mulatto flave-trader. They have derived a flmilar benefit
from fome Tecent experience of the bitter confequenc*
of the Slave-Trade in the following cafe.

A Mahometan chief has been mentioned, who re¬
deemed from a flave-fhip three of the free fettlers from
London, and who came down to the fettlement with the
view of obtaining the Company’s afliflance, in the re¬
covery of a free-boy detained for a debt by a flave-
faiStor. The following obfervations made by this Ma¬
hometan may properly be added in this place.

“ He faid, that he had been taught to look on thifl
“ fettlement with a jealous eye, and had therefore

hitherto avoided all intercourfe with us, but that fome
“ recent misfortunes brought on him by the machinations
“ of Have-traders, fome of which he particularized,
“ added to what he had lately learnt refpecling our
“ conduct, had made him fufpeifl the truth of what he

had been ufed to hear concerning us, and that he vva«
“ come to iiave his doubts cleared up. After fome ge-
“ neral convsrfation, he applied to mein the molt earnefl
“ manner for my affifeance in the recovery of Famarah,
“ (a very confiderable and dillinguilhed chief, carried
“ oif the coall fome time fince as a flave,) who had“ been his intimate friend, and for whom he felt deeply“ concerned. He afterwards fpoke to me of the favourite
“ free-boy, whom he had juft loft, and by way of in-“ ducing me to exert myfelf in the recovery of thefecaptives, he named his own interference in the re-
“ demption of our free fettlers, lor which he obferved

that he had been much blamed as well as laughed at,“
oy tne flave-traders. Though I could give him little

** hope
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hope of being able to recover either of thefe two
perfons, through the difficulty of tracing them, he

** went away pleafed on the whole with his vifit. He
was particularly gratified by going with me to fee
the fchools ; ‘ if I were a younger man, faid he, X
fliould ftay here always ; but, as it is, I lhall lend
my children.’ He alfo fpoke of his having been
driven, through the arts of a Britiffi flave-trader, to

« the neceffity of quitting his native place of refidence ;
« but obferved, that he lived now in a country affording

fame produce, which he %)uld be happy to colledl for
« us. I was much interefted both by the converfation

and manners of this vifitor, who is about fixty years
old, of a good appearance, with much benevolence

« in his countenance. His mind, which is naturally
fagacious, being now bowed down by his misfortunes,
is more open to receive impreffions unfavourable to

»* the Slave-Trade than that of molt of his countrymen,
“ and I trull we lhall attach him to us.”

The Diredlofs will next add a very encouraging ac¬
count of an interview with another chief.

“ I waited on the chief of this river, who is a perfoa
of confiderable confequence; for though there are
three kings in the neighbourhood, he is faid to poffefs

“ a powerful influence over them, and to liave had the
“ nomination of them all. I was furprifed by the ap-
“

pearance of a man about ninety years old. Hill fcnfible
“ and active. I acquainted him with the motives of
“

my vilit, and the general principles of the Sierra
“ Leone Company. He •entered very readily into our
“ views, allured me that he would take our traders
“■ under his proteftion, and alfo favour us in refpedl to

the cullom of his river; he promifed to fend one of
“ his boys to the fettlemcnt for education, and exprefl'ed
“ an intention of vifiting it himfelf in the enfuing dry
“ feafon. He alfo offered protedion to a milfionary, or

fchoolmufter, if we would fend him one, and faid he
R « “ would
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would .take tQ make Jiis iitaatipn

*‘ i hay.c i}}pt .With no ope ,of thp patjv.e? morp Jijheral
** jn view?, or pipre clear bo,th in his fd^as and
“ pf converration. Ide has diyefted liinjfclf wppderfully
‘f of ali the Afripan prejudices, ridicules wkjhPP^ fcfpple
*f t^e fuperflitjpn of his countrymen, and parjticplafly
** inveighs agaipd the fH|lQfn of facrificing to the devil,
“ who, faid he, ‘ inp|l be jiimielf a creatpre pf pod*’

Although occafionally engaged in the Slave Tfade,
iip feerps to rejoice in the profpeft of its abplitipn.

‘‘ $ome years ago his tow^ VYh® deiboyed by the niu-“ latto flave-trader, and many of his people were par-
“ ried into captivity; he iiill w^tit? W PPP^flSPity_t»f
“ revenging himfelf. "^ye have fpggeded tq hitn
“ the following propofition ; that he Ih'^qld bqild PP
“ ifland of his a houfe for a faibqry, ^pd ^ rice-)»qufe,
“ veiling in us the right of pQflf'lhon, aad^ thpt he“ fliould furnifh tp a planter, whpip we might fepd
“ thither, labourers enough to clear pad plant the whole
“ of the iHand. I think it is lively that ouf propqfal
“ will be complied with, and that a magazine ippy
“ confequently be ehabliflisd for the produce of the

neighbouring country, which is very rich, phoPnding
“ with rice, hock, and cpmwood. If a fchoplmpher, pr
“ miflionary, Ihould fettle on the fpot propped for the
“ plantation, he would of courfe find p cpnhderftbie
“ population around it, provided the cultivation fhould
‘5 be carried on with fpirit; and he would alio be within
“

one or two hours djltance of feveral of the moft popu-
“ lous villages in thefe parts, to which he might
“ o.ccpfionally migrate.”

A very favouraole fpecimen of the African charafter,
apd a rnoh pleafing proof of the prad\icabili^y of intrp-
dp.cing various European improvements into that conti¬
nent, are aUbrded by the following incident:

“ A (bip of ours a,rrived. lately hfom t’he riv^r Qainbia,
with five natives in hery one pf thejp,/ of thp n%m,e pf

** Cuddy
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** Cu!l4y» w % fihiefj and principal trader refiding there;

figure and appearance are very prepoffefling a«dfisgular; he 4s well made, and about fix feet three
inehes high : his manners are civil and unconftrained,

** gild his face is the pi&are ©f benevolence. He is at the
fame time modell and diffident, and afraid of faying** a word by which he may oifend agajnft the truth.
Hd drefled after the faihion of his country, and wa#
hfMrOmtn^ply neat and clean, but defpifed finery. He

** has rifefl much in my edeem during the fourteen days** which he has juft been paffing in my houfe, and all
** the qfficers of the Company, as well as the fettlers,

have been uncommonly pleafed with him. The cir-
cumftanee in his eharadler which gratified me the moft,
was, that whatever he faw, he feemed to contemplate
cjiiefiy with the view of turning it to the advantage of
his country. He has been ufing the greateft affiduity
to prevail on fome of the Nova Scotia fettlers to ac-

“
company him back to the Gambia, in order that they
may inftruft his countrymen in their arts, and ha*

** fucceeded in procuring a good carpenter to go with
** him, who is to build him a houfe, and make him fome

ploughs and utenfils fpr huffiandry. The carpenter
Wnderftands making looms alfo, and Cuddy has it
much at heart to introduce a broad loom among his

** people. He has perfiiaded another man to embark
with him, who underftands ploughing, and can make
fhingles, and other ufeful articles. Cuddy having long
entertained a predileftion for the Company, has al-
ways fliewn great kindnefs to their fervants, when
they have been in the Gambia, and he has built a little
town on the Hoop fide of that river, to which he has
given the name of Sierra Leone. Being curious in

** natural produftions, he fhewed to our botanift feveral
plants growing here which are ufeful in dying, and in
particular a tree which is ufed in the Gambia for
making the indigo more durable.**
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The Direflors will in the next place treat more par¬
ticularly of the interior country. The chief informa¬
tion which they ftiall offer on this fubjedl, will be com¬
prized in a narrative of a journey lately undertaken into
a large neighbouring kingdom by two of the Company’s
fervants. * The Diredlors have not introduced into
the preceding parts of this Report any article of intelli¬
gence gained in this expedition, fince they conceived it
to be delirable that all the chief circumftances relating
to it Ihould be prefented at one view to the Court.

Information having been brought to the governor and
council by fome natives of the houlah country, that the
king of the Foulahs, a large and powerful nation, f to
the north eall of Sierra Leone, had expreffed a defire to
form an inlercourfe with the colony, two gentlemen in
the Company’s fervice J offered to make an attempt to

* It may be proper to remai-k, that the account of this ex¬
pedition, as ■well as a variety of other matter introduced into this
jind the preceding- chapter, -vvas not inlerted in the Report read
to the hroprictors. Advices from Sierra I.eone, dated the 6ih of
Septemher, T794, had been received at the time of fending the.
prcffiit Report to the prcl's, which Ikivc furniflicd much additional
intelligence. Tlicic recent accounts are in almoll every refpeiSl
more favourable then any which had preceded ; they convey,
ncvertheleis, in'ormation of a diflurbance having arilen in the
colony, through the violence of feme of the molL difafleifled and
mifehievous of the Nova Scotians; but the ringleaders havijig been
fahen up, or having left the fettlement, and the utmoll tranquillity
prcvuii’.Dg- at the time when the lail difpatches came away, whicli
were dated feven or eight weeks fubiequent to tlie tumult, the
government appear to oc ft.lly perfuaded that there is no rcafon
to apprelicnd any permanent or material ill confequences.

t There appear to be feveral independent tribes or nations of
Toulahs in Al'rica, of which this is probably one of the moil,
confidcrabJe.

+ '! I'.e perfont. who made this expedition were Mr. JamesWatt,
already fpoken ol, (formerly manager of the cllate of George Rofe,
Tiq. M. P. in Dominica), and Mr. Winterbottom, brother to Dr.
V' inurbottom, the phyhciaa to the colony.

penetrate
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penetrate through a large, and as yet unknown traft of
country, to his capital. They accordingly failed to the
river Rionunes, which is to the north of Sierra Leone^
obtained the neceflary interpreters and guides at the
town of Kocundy, which lies a conhderable way up the
fiver, and then fet out on foot in a party of about twenty
jperfons. They mention, with much thankfulnefs, their
obligations to fome flave-traders in the neighbourhood
of Kocundy, and in particular to a mulatto trader, who
was of confiderable ufe to them in their fetting out.

It appeared in a Ihort time after their leaving the Rio-
nunes, that a confiderable intercourfe fubfifted between
the interior country and the upper parts of the river; for
no lefs than five or fix hundred Foulahs were often feen
in one day, carrying great loads of rice and ivory on
their backs, which they were about to exchange for fait.
The travellers found as they went forward, a number of
fucceflive towns, dillant in general fix, eight, or ten miles
from each other, in which they were always moll hofpi-
tably received; the utmoft fatisfadtion as well as furprize
being exprefied at the appearance of white men, of whom
none had ever been feen even at the diftance of a few
days journey from the coaft. After travelling for fixteen
days, through a country barren in many parts but fruitful
in others, and remarkably full of cattle, and after palling
two or three fmail rivers, one of which was faid to empty
itfelf into the river Gambia, they arrived at the town
of Laby, which is dillant about tw’O hundred miles, al-
moll diredlly ealtward or inland from that part of the
river Rionunes from which they fet out on foot. Here
they fpent three or four days, being moll cordially re¬
ceived by the chief or king of the place, ^who is fub-
ordinatc Co the king of the foulahs. Taby is about two
miles and a half in circumference, and is fuppofed to
contain not lefs than five thoufand inhabitants ; the Hate
of civilization is much the lame here as in the farthc,
part, which will be deferibed Ihortly. From Laby theyprocetdeJ



proceeded; to the' capital of thfe FouM ftiwgdom, called
Teembov which is fe^vaftly-tt^O miles- furtHbr irtlartd', and
having, experienced’ every where' the fame Holpitality,
they arrived thei^ in-the; dO'uife of another \Veek.

During foutteen; days which they paiffed'in the capital>
they had many CowverlktlOriSi through theitfedluJtt of in¬
terpreters,. both- with; the; Mrig and- with U' perfott xvho
adts as- dbputy ’ to the king in' his ahferice, arid with rfi'any
other principal! perfijns* ft appears that the CoUhtry
fubjeft to the king Of the Poulahs, iS' about riitee hundred
and fifty miles- in lengthy from edft to- Welt, and about
CWO'hundred milts in* breadth, ftom north to fouthand
that the king exeroifCs a-very arbitrary' powet,. both in
relpett' to the poniftlttienf Of offences', and' many Othet-
points, andi inr particuiktj,-that-he operts'or ftiuft Up tiio
markets and channels of ti-ridfe jaff aS He pleafeS. l*He
town of Teembo is-fuppofed'to contain about fevert thou-
fend inhabitants-, artdUhe' fuperiofity'df iHe people of all
thefe interior parts, to thofe on the Coaft, is greati in molt
branches of civiliaationi THe honfes here and at £aby,
as-Well; as at fome other placesj are occalionally fpokeh
of in the journals ftoifl ! Which this narrative'is tkk'en, as
very good. The filver ornaments worn- by foitte" of the
chief women, are faid tO be equal in Value tb 2oli
There are people at Laby and at'Teeriibo, who wOrk in
iron, in filvet, in wood, andrin leather, and there is a
manufafture of narrow cloths'. The chief riierl are fbr-
nilhed with booksj of which the fubjedl'is generally either
divinity-or law ; and the art of reading is CbnlrrlOn oVefthe country, there" being fchools for the inftfuftion df
children'eftablilhcd in alndoll every town: I^orfes ate
commonly ufed' by the chief people, who arfe faid tOfide out often' for their amufement, arid a IpeciCS ofhorfe-race or courling Occurred, at which the king invitedthe two Itraftgers tO' attend. Ibe foil is generally llony;much of it is pafture : rice is cultivated in fomcpa'rtS',chiefly by the labour; of the women, the men, a great

pro-
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|)roportion of whom are flaves, carrying away the pro¬duce on their backs. About one-third of the country is
faid to be extremely fertile ; the foil is dry, and the
climate is thought very good. The nights and mornings
were fometimes cold, and the thermometer was once as
low as 5 1 at half-paft five in the morning, but it rofe
to near 90 at noon. The profeifed religion of the country
is Mahometanifm, and there are many mofques; bht
neither the prielts nor people appear to have much
bigotry in their mindsi though they do not fail to obfervfe
the Mahometan ceremonies, praying five times a day.
The puniftiments which the king inflitts are fevere, efpe-
pecially in the cafe of difrefpeft Ihewn to his own autho'-
rity; but it appears that no Foulahs are ever fold as
Haves either for debts or crimes, and kidnapping fel-
dom occurs, being probably not very prafticable, ih
the heart of the country. The Foulahs however have
been ufed, till lately, to carry on a very confiderable Slave
Trade by means of their wars ; for they go to war avow¬
edly for the purpofe of getting Haves : one of the tenets
of their religion, which permits them to deftroy all whom
they term infidels (a term which feems to include all
their neighbours), affording them a convenient apology
for every exercife of this horrible injullice. The fer-
vants of the Company appear to have loft no opportunity
of inveighing againft the vvickednefs of thefe wars, and
of inculcating the principles which govern the Sierr4
Leone Company on the minds both of the king, the chief
priefts, and other principal perfons, as the following paf-
fages from one of the journals will fufficiently prove.

“ Jn the morning 1 had a vifit from the deputy king,
“ who told me with a degree of opennefs which fhocked
“ me, that the foie objedi of their wars was to procure

flaves, as they could not obtain the European goods
“ they wanted without flaves, and they could not get

flaves without fighting for them. I mentioned rice,
ivory, and cattle, but he anfwercd that they could not

S “ obtain
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" obtain a fufficient fupply of the articles they moll
“ needed, in return for produce, fince the faflories would
** not furnilh them with guns, powder, and cloth, which
** they confidered as the chief necelTaries, for any thing
“

except flaves. I told him, that by following a trade
“ in produce, they might become rich without going to

war for flaves, a thing which muft certainly be very
** oifenflve to that God to whom they prayed five times
“ a day. But thefe people on whom we make war, re-

turned he, never pray to God ; we do not go to war
*• with people, who give God Almighty fervice.”

In an interview with the king himfelf the following
converfation occurred:

After having flated the views of the Sierra Leone
** Company, I took the liberty of remarking how wicked
“ it was for one nation to deftroy another. If thefe
“ people, faid I, have not fo much knowledge as you

have, you Ihould endeavour to inftruft them. There
were prefent befides the king, the head prieft and the

“ chief minifter, and they all fuffered me to proceed
“ without interruption; 1 was furprized at their atten-

tion ; they all acknowledged the truth of what I faid,
“ and the king obferved, that if he could get guns and,

powder and every thing elfe he wanted, for ivory,
rice, and cattle, he would foon.have done with the

“ Slave Trade, 1 told him, that if once the people of
“ Africa knew the Sierra Leone Company perfectly,

I was fure the wars would ceafe, and the nations of
“ Africa would be at peace with their neighbours.
“ They all faid they believed fo too.”

The following is the fubftance of a converfation which
occurred the day after:

“ I waited on a head man who had defired to fee me ;
“ I found him writing, but he quickly laid afide his
“ work. I had much converfation with him fimilar to
“ that which I held with the king the night before. He

defended for fome time their religious wars, but at laft
rather
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** rather yielded, admitting that they muft be difpleaiing

to God : he ftill faid, however, that their book defired
** them to make war on every nation who would not do

God fervice. I replied, that there might be many
good things in their book, but that I was fure that
pafTage had been put in by the Devil. God was fo

** good and merciful himfelf, that he muft hate every
one that was fo cruel as to deftroy his fellow crea-
tures. The head man did not he/itate to fay, that if
the Foulahs could get the articles they wanted with-

“ out going to war, he would then believe that going
to war was ofFenftve to God ; but, faid he, if we can-

** not get thefe things without going to war for them,
** God then cannot be angry with us for going to war,

elpecially as it is fo in our book,”
One other circumftance refpefting the Slave Trade,

more lamentable than any which the Direflors have yet
mentioned, muft be added in this place. The deputy of
the king, after ftating that the wars of the Foulahs were
undertaken folely for the purpofe of getting Haves, faid
al/b, “ the old men and old nuomen nvho were cap -
" tured in thefe wars, and who were known to be un-

faleable, were put to death.'’ Thefe are the words
ufed in the journal of one of the Company’s fervantsjf
the journal of the other reprefents the deputy of the king
as faying, that the Foulahs cut the throats ” of the
older captives; and it proceeds to mention, that when
the cruelty of the practice was inveighed againft, he re¬
plied, that it was not fo cruel as letting the old people
ftarve to death, adding alfo, that the nations on which
they made war, would not fcruple to do the fame.

That this enormous cfFu/ion of blood is another evil,
in addition to thofe before enumerated, which is direftly
chargeable on the Slave Trade, the fevetal quotations

f Mr. Watt.

S 2 new
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now given feem completely and diftinflly to prove; and
on the other hand, that no fimilar effufion of blood can
be fuppofed to happen, even among the fame people,
in the cafe of able-bodied Haves returned or withheld for
want of a market, the recital of the following circum-
ftances will fhew no lefs indifputably.

It has been already noticed, that by the breaking out
of the war with France, a very great and fudden check
was given to the Slave Trade on the coaft. It appears
from the journals of this expedition, that the influence of
the European war was no lefs llrongly felt in thefe
interior regions. The wars of Teembo ceafed about this
period : the price of Haves at the fea-fide, fell from i6o
to 120 bars. The king of the Foulahs in order to bring
the Have traders to terms, forbade all his fubjefits to carry
Haves to the coaft, until 16o bars Hiould again be offered,
and the confequence of the Haves having been thus with¬
held (a few fmuggled ones excepted) is Hated in the
journal to be, that the Foulah country had become full
of them.*

It has been mentioned in one part of the preceding
body of information concerning the Slave Trade, that
the Foulahs (who were at the fame time alfo Hated to
be known to go to war for Haves) were often kidnapped
before they could return from carrying their captives
down to the failories, by the freebooters who infeH the
coaH. This intelligence is confirmed by the following
incident, which however is not the only one occurringin this journey that might ferve to eflablifh the famer
point.

An old man called on the travellers when they were atTeembo, and begged them to make inquiry after his fon,who with fix others, fome of them relations of the king,had been feized in returning from the river Riopongas,
• The journal intimates, though not very diftinaiy, that they

were put to work. ^
about
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about four years ago. They had been fold to the Britilb
flave-fadlor at the Ifles de Los, and immediately (hipped
off, one only excepted, to the Weft Indies : by the
Foulah king’s interference this one was recovered : the
old man faid, there was no ranfom that he Ihould not be
willing to pay for him.* The writer of the journal adds,

I alTured him, that the Governor of Sierra Leone
would feel almoft as much pleafure in reftoring his fon,

“ as the father himfelf could feel in feeing him return,
** and that we (hould fpare no pains in inquiring after

him. At hearing me fay this, the old man’s eyes glif-
tened, and he left me, blelTing both the governor and

“ myfelf, and alTuring me that he (hould pray for me.”
The .Direftors have the fatisfadion of obferving, that

the two travellers appear both by the propriety and con-
fift^ncy of their own condud, and by the public declar-

. ations which they made of the principles which governed
the condud of the Sierra Leone Company, to have in¬
gratiated themfelves much with the natives, and to have
peculiarly polfelTed themfelves of the confidence of the
chief people. The king being alked whether he (hould
be willing to encourage any European to fettle near
him with a view to cultivation, readily anfwered, that
he would furnilh him with land, and cattle, and men
for the purpofe. Much converfiition palTed at diiferent
times concerning the introdudlon of the plough, of
which no one had ever heard in the Foulah country.
The-king of Laby offered to fend a Ion to England for
education, and a principal prielt exprelTed fome willing-
nefs to do the fame. Diligent inquiry was made both
at Laby and Teembo, concerning the route to Tom-

* Two of the perfons fold are faid to have borne the name
cf Omar, anotlier is called Hamadoo, and another Bubarcarrie;
two others are mentioned under the name ot Hamodoo, one of
whom was the fon ot this ohl man. the IDiieCtors have intro¬
duced thsir names witii a view pt promoting their redemption.

buftoo
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bufloo, a town in the heart of Africa, fuppofed to be
of the hrft magnitude, to which fome adventurers from
the Affociation inftituted for promoting Difcoveries in
the interior of Africa, have attempted to penetrate. It
was faid at Laby that a free communication fubfifted
with Tombudtoo, of which the diftance however was
defcribed to be no lefs than a four months journey; fix
kingdoms intervening between the country of the Foulah
king and that of the king of Tombudoo,* The king¬
dom of Genah, the neareft of the lix to Tombudloo, and
that of Tombudtoo itfelf, were fpoken of as richer than
any of the others that were named. The city of Caftina
feems alfo to have been known at Laby, but the route
hither was defcribed as hazardous.

On leaving Teembo, the Company’s fervants thought
proper to return by a different and rather more dangerous
path; they were efcorted however by a large body of
foulahs, fentat the command of the king; the number.of
thefe amounting, during part of the journey, to no lefs
than five or fix hundred. When this body of people
arrived on the borders of the Sufee country, which it
was ncceffary for the travellers to crofs in order to reach
the fea by this path, a fufpicion arofe on the part of the
Sufees, that the Foulahs were come to make war againll
them, under the pretext of conducing white men to the
coaft ; on which occafion the Foulahs exhibited to the
Sufees fome goods and flaves which they had with them,
as a proof that they could have no defign of making
war, and lucceeded in removing the fufpicion; .infomuch
that it was determined at a meeting of Sufee chiefs, held
in a neighbouring town of the Sufees, not only that the
travellers and the party with them who wilhed to pro¬
ceed to Sierra Leone, fhould be permitted to pafs, but

^ The neareft to tl'.e Foulah kingdom is Bclia, the fccond
Boviria, the tltlrd Manda, the fourtli hegoo, tlic fifth Soofundoo,
the fixih Genah.

alf»
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*lfo that the path through the Sufee country, which
former wars had ftiut, ftiould become permanently open.

^ Four or five confiderable perfons from the Foulah
king, and from other kings and chiefs, together with
their fuite, came down to Free Town with the white
travellers and palTed a few days there, arranged fome
plans with a view to a commercial intercourfe, and re¬
turned full of admiration of what they had Iben, and
gratified in the higheft degree by their vifit. It has
fince been learnt that the Foulahs who came on this em-

bafly, have got back to the borders of the Foulah king¬
dom, where their countrymen who came to meet them,
were fo much intereiled at the firft recital of what had
been heard and feen at Sierra Leone, that the party
were kept together in converfation till day-break.

The fuccefs attending the journey which has been juft
defcribed, has encouraged the idea of another and more
important enterprize, upon which one of the travellers
into the Foulah country, and another perfon in the fervice
of the Company, were, according to the laft accounts,
likely foon to enter. Their main objeft will be to pene¬
trate to Tombufloo, and the route taken will probably be
that of the Foulah country. If the travellers Ihould
reach TombuAoo, it will depend' on the information
which they will there receive, whether they Ihall trace
back their fteps fouthward to Teembo and Sierra Leone,
or fhall return more direftly weftward towards the
Gambia, or attempt to pafs on through the middle of
the continent of Africa, to the Mediterranean.

The Direaors have had the fatlsfadion of learning,
not only that wars have ceafed in the parts near to
Sierra Leone, fince the ftagnation of the demand for
flaves ; but that diftant places on the coaft, having felt
the fame declenfion of the Slave Trade, have alfo enjoyed
an unufual degree of peace. The very refpeClable and
intelligent native of the name of Cuddy, from the diftant

river
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river Gambia, mentioned, when he was at Freetown,
that there were no longer any wars in any part of his
neighbourhood, and that the few flaves fold there, the
number of whom was diminidiing daily, came from the
remote country of Gallam. He is faid to have added
the following words: “ What (hould a man go to war
“ for now ? There is nothing to make people go to war;

no price for flaves—no (hip to take them—no goods
to give for them! Suppofe fliips come plenty, aye,

** then people go to war again ! ”
The declenfion of the Slave- Trade in the neighbour¬

hood of Sierra Leone, appears from many proofs to have
been very great. The Governor and Council fuppofe,
that not more than one-fifth of the ufual number of flaves
are now carried off the adjacent Coaft. The French
flave-fadlory near Freetown has been already mentioned
to be relinquiflied, and an individual Britiflx flave-faftor
has been alfo Hated to have removed himfolf from Sierra
Leone river. One of the chief neighbouring faftories,
fituated in the Ifles de Los, is on the point of being given
up alio. The flave-fa<Jlory of Bance Ifland, the only one
remaining either in the river Sierra Leone or in its im¬
mediate neighbourhood, is thought to apply itfelf more
than formerly to the colleftion of produce, having alfo
fet on foot a cotton plantation, worked by native labour¬
ers, a meafure which the inftitution of the Sierra Leone
Company appears to have fuggefted. A flave-faftor, of
the name of Wilkinfon, has declared that he will quit
the trade, and has aiked leave to transfer his property
(amounting to about two thoufand pounds) to Freetown,
offering to conform himfelf to all the laws of the colony,
if he lliould be permitted to fettle there.*

The Governor and Council appear to have taken fome
pains in inquiring what has been done with the Jflaves
who have either been withheld or returned through the

This j>erfon is fmcc dead.
want
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Want of purchafers, and what would be likely to b«their fate on a total abolition of the Slave-Trade. A
refpedlable chief from Port Logo, an upper branch of
the Sierra Leone river, being alked whether refufed
prifoners were killed, he anfwered, “ No, that is never
done in Port Logo ; we carry them home and make them
work ” But will they not run awayr” “ If
they do, we can’t help that, we can’t kill them. If a
man is too old to fell, he is too old to do you harm ; what
Ihould you kill him for “ Did you ever fee any
refuled flaves killed ?” No; I am an old man, but
J never faw that: if they do that in another country I
don’t know that.”

“ Two other intelligent native traders, from the in-
terior country, mentioned the great number of flaves

“ now on the coafl waiting for purchafers, and faid they
“ were at that time kept confined : they named one
" trader who had no lefs than two hundred in his pof-
“ feflion. On being alked why they vvcrc not employed
“ in cutting wood, planting rice, or fome other employ-
“ ment, he replied, that there might be danger of in-

furredlion from fo many being employed all together,
and that they muft therefore firfl: be difperfed ; befidss
there had been no encouragement to cut camwood:

“ they could not tell what our commercial agent, who
** was gone down the coafl, might be able to efi'ecl; in
“ this refpedt. If the Slave-Trade were to continue at
“ a Hand, they obferved, that no more flaves would

come from the bulb (or interior country), and, indeed,
that few came now. They faid that the flaves would

“ certainly not be put to death, for that nobody was
*' ever put to death except in war or for crimes.”

“ A white fadfor alfo is named, who gave information,
** that fcarce any flaves have been bought for the fpace
“ of a year in that part of Africa which lies between

Cape V ergo and Cape Mount, on account of tiie tra-
“ ders on the Coaft having infilled that the price fljould

r be
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« be reduced about ten or twelve potinds. 'Re Hated
“ alfo, that the natives, exafperafed by the fudden lower-
“ ing of the terms, had lately withheld their flavOs en-
“ tirely, and had employed them, particularly in the
“ Sufee and Mandingo countries, in the culture of rice.

The DIre(Jlors will now add fome obfervations bn the
general charafter of the natives ; and they Will introduce
in the fequel fome fafls which will Ih'ew their friendly
difpofitions towards the Company, and alfo'their'capacity
for inftruftion.

The account which has been given of fcveral natives
who have been peculiary inftrumental in forwarding the
views of the Company, ought by no means to be con-
fidered as affording a fample of the common charafler of
their countrymen. The natives of Africa, fo far as the
Direftors have had an opportunity of judging, are, in
in general, fuperftitious in the higheft degree; they
believe in witchcraft, incantations, and charms, and they
are hereby fubjeded to grofs iinpohtions, and are alfo led
to the pradice of many ads of cruelty, as well as of
injuftice : fome of them add a-number of Mahometan,
or other fuperftitions, to their own, which they learn
chiefly from travelling prieds of the Mahometan per-
fuafion, who abound in Africa, and make a trade of
felling charms. The natives of Sierra Leone, and ■ ail
the adjacent parts, offer occafional facrifices to the devil.
They believe in a God, but they appear to render him no
Hated worlhip; and though they entertain fome vague
notions of a future flate, their faith feems to have very
little influence on t-heir pradice. Polygamy is every
where common, and the fpirit of I'etaliation and revenge
may be confidered as univerfal. One of the rood refped-
ablc and enlightened of the chiefs ■ already mentioned,
was fail] to be waiting for an opportunity of revenging
an injury which he bad received many years berore,

not
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ttot from the man hltnfelf on whom he meant' to wreakhistvengeance, but from th& predeceflbr of this perfon.It may, be remarked of another individual, the mofl:amiable perhaps of all the charaders met with in theFoolah country, that after much converfation on theChriftian religion, in the courfe of which he allowed it
to be good in many refpe^fls, he exprefsly objefted tothe doftrine of the forgivenefs of injuries, on the groundof its being a virtue not to be attained by man, andtherefore not to be required of him. There are manyvarieties.of.national charafter among the Africans, fomenations appearing to be more crafty, and fome moreuncivilized and favage, than others : nor can the dif-
tindions among them be traced in all cafes, either to the
Slave-Trade or to any local circumllances. The fu-
periority of the natives of the Foolah country, and their
great liofpitality to ftrangers, have already fufficiently
appeared ; and, on the other hand, it may be remarked,that the natives of the coall in general, but particularlythofe-who live near the flave fadpries, are much given
to liquor, are fufpicious of white men, crafty, and de¬
ceitful, as well as favage and ferocious : they are faidlikewife to be feliifh, unreafonable, and encroaching.

In favour of the Africans it- may be obferved, that
they are in general fenfible of benefits received, and
grateful.for them ; that they have much natural affedion
and feeling ; that though occafionally violent, they are
not unmanageable ; and that the energies of their mind
(which fome accounts given of the cutting oft of ftavc
Ihips have already fttewn to be very ftrong), though
turned as yet to wrong objeds, are capable no doubt
of receiving a better diredion. It may be added, that
the Africans appear to be eager for knowledge, as well as
religious improvement, and readily invite the teachers
of Chriftianity; but this readinefs though it affords
ample encouragement, to the miftionary, is obvioufly to
be referred rather to a general principle of emulation

T 2 and
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and ambition, than to any approbation of the Chriflian
doftrines, of which the natives are as yet ignorant.
They appear to admit the wickednefs of the Slave Trade,
as much as they do that of any other criminal pradlice,
purfuing the traffic for the fake of its profits, contrary
to feme glimmering light of their confcience, if not in
direct defiance of their conviftions.

A few quotations fhall here be given, illufiratingcertain points in their charafler which have been fpoken
of.

It has been mentioned in an early part of this Report,that a charge of having caufed the death of the late
king Naimbanna’s fon was brought againft the captainof the Company’s ftip who carried him over, in confe-
quence of the groundlefs fuggeftion of a black. The
following is a brief account of the circumftances attend¬
ing this injurious charge. The black from whofe fug-geltion it originated, had crofi'ed the fea in the fame
fhip with king Naimbanna’s fon, and had been offended
during the pafi'age, by the captain’s urging him to doduty as a failor ; he had alfo feen the captain give fememedicine to the patient which was followed by a triflingficknefs of flomach. It is fuppofed that his ill will mayhave therefore prompted him to form fome fufpicions tothe prejudice of the captain, which were raffily commu¬nicated after his arrival at Sierra Leone to the relations
of the deceafed. Incantations were immediately refortedto, as the means of afeertaining whether the charge fup-pofed to lie againft the captain was founded or not.The dead body was given into the hands of a Ikilful
necromancer, and being placed in an ere<5l pofture, itwas fucceffivcly afleed. Whether the Sierra Leone Com¬
pany—whether the governor—whether the phyfician—*wliether a fervant of the Company who attended the pa¬tient, had caufed his death. The corpfe continuing mo-tionlefs, it was then afleed, whether the captain of theffiip was the guilty perfon, on which the body is faid to

. have
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have given a nod of aiTent. A threatening letter was
now written in the name of the relations, to the Governor
and Council, in which coinpenfation was afked for the
murder, but it was handfomely intimated, that it was not
the Company themfelves, but fome of the flave-captainswho were fuppofed to have infigated the Company’sfervant to put the fon of the king of Sierra Leone to
death. Ihe Governor and Council did not fail to rehll
the claim made upon them, but they were obliged to
permit the calling of a palaver, at which a great con-
courfe of armed natives attended. 7'he debate was

opened with great folemnity in the name of the mother
of the deceafed, by a neighbouring chief, who delivered
himfelf in the Timmany language, flopping to let each
fentence be interpreted as he went on. His fpeech was
nearly as follows; — d'hat the queen (the mother of the
deceafed) had no palaver againfl the Company, had no
palaver againfl the governor, had no palaver againfl
feveral others who one by one were named ; but that the
queen had a palaver againfl the captain of the fliip, be-
caufe he had poifoned her fon with a cup of tea while
he was at fea ; that the queen demanded therefore the
payment of 600 bars (near lool ) vvhich mull; be fent
her immediately, and on tliis condition (lie w'ould drop
her intention of making war againfl the L ompany, and
that the pal.avcr would then be ended. It was added,
that if the captain ihould prefume to deny the crime now
lb clearly proved againfl him, he muft be fent up to the
town of the queen, in order to (land his trial by drinking
red W'ater,* according to tin* known laws of the Tim-

• It has been already noticed, that this trial of red water con-
Cfts in malting the iulpedled perloii drink a quantity of water
with an inluiion m it winch is liippoied to be of a poilonous kind.
If the unhappy objeCl oi luljucion is alfcCled, as he often is in a
manner which the natives coiilider to he an implication of guilt,
hit brains arc knocked out on the Ipot; it olten happens however

many
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many country. The captain who vv,as landing by,
dently fdt lome emotion at hearing the lall article-of
the demand ; but .a burft of laughter arifing at this mo»
ntent among the-natives who flood round, made it fhffi-
dently plain that they did not at ajl expedl the.captain’s
compliance. The Governor and Council infilled on
calling evidence on the fpot to remove the fufpicion.
The black who had firft excited it was brought fonvard>
and explained away all his former infinuations ; the inno¬
cence of the captain was eflablilhe.d by many other witr
nelfes, and the natives became evidently afliamed of their
condudl; and on the following day the queen herfelf came
down to Free Town, profeffed the ntmofl confidence in
the Governor and Council, and defired them to take
another fon under their proteftion. f

It is not eafy to conceive how their imagination has
been filled with extravagancies of the moft weak and ridi?
culous kind. A notion is entertained that one of the
idands in the river would fink under water, if the king
of the neighbouring Ihore were to fet his foot upon it.
Another little ifland higher up the flream, is fuppofed- to
be-the habitation of a legion of devils, and if any man

that he dies, as in the inftance before mentioned, of the immediate
eifefts of the poifon ; in either of thefe ca es all his family are foli
as flaves. Is'atives of the higher clafs are faid frequently to furviv?thcl'e trials, and it is fuppofed that they, find mean? to preventthe poifonous ingredient from being put into the water,

t Dire<51ors wifli not to fail in acknowledging any inftanceof. friendly contknft-irr the flave-failorits towards the Company ;they are therefore defirous of remarking, that on the occafion ofthis inju. ioa? charge againft their Captain, they were befriendedby the Agent of the nciglibouring Britilh flave-fai5lory; and theytake this occafion of adding, that they have in general experiencedevery civility ffom the proprietors of; Cave-ladories, rcliJeat in
AoglatiL

filould
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fhould 4tte'iApt to carty off from it the leaf df^a tffie, it
is held, that his boat would infallibly fink in coming
away, and that he would be drowned.

The following <juotation prefents a lamentable piauferof extraordinary fuperftition and ignorance in the head¬
man of'a'neighbouring town.

I^waited on this perfon and found him at dinner,
" a king (orohief) of the upper country being 'at the

table with him, and alfo a Mahometan prieft, whom
“ he and the other chiefs of the parts adjacent are now
'‘ employing in making grigris (or charms), and ia
" afliiling at their facrifices to the devil. After dinner
" the*headman produced his inafs book, and prayed for
" fome' time with feeming devotion ; he exprefied great
" concern that he had not been able to meet with a
" Popifli confeffor for feme years, but he told me of his
" having left orders, that as foon as ever he' fhould die,
“ two of his flaves fhould be fent to St. jago, in order
** to urge the Romifh prieft there, to do every thing
" that might be nccefiary’to fmooth his way to heaven.
" He makes no more doubt of the power of a regular
*' abfolution, than he does of his exigence, and he ap-
"

pears well acquainted with all the RomiQi fuperfti-
" tions ;'but his tenets are ftrangely difguifed by the union
" of thefe with the abfurditics and idolatry of his own
" country. He at the fame time faid, that he was very
“ anxious to promote the introduction of the gofpel into
“ Africa, and offered to engage in any plan that would
“

promote it; he propofed to give a houfe and land to
“

any teacher or fehoolmaller that wc might fend. Whom
“ he told me that he would take under hisosvn protection.
“ Amidft all this ignorance, he fliewed a confeioufnefs
“ of the Criminality of the Slave Trade, having fpoken
“'to the following effeCt on that fubjeCt: ‘ vv hat more
“ have I to do with the Slave 1 rade ; it is time that I
“ IhouM leave it off -and fettle my account with God;
“ X am old and ought totlwnk only of heaven.”

The
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The feveral fucceeding quotations will confirm fomS
points already touched upon, and will very fully fhew
the defire of inflruftion which prevails among the natives*
as well as the good underlianding which fubfifis between
them and the Company.

A female mulatto has been mentioned, the miftrefs of
a large town in the Mandingo country, who was once
in England, and who palled a few days in the fettlement.
“ She inquired much, when Ihe was there, of the ftate
“ of flaves in the Well Indies, and was much affefled at

hearing that fiavery was not confined to the captives
“ fent off from Africa, but defeended alfo to their
“ children ; fhe added, ‘ What mull you judge of me ;
“ you mult think me very bad, for I have juft been
“ taking two Haves to the neighbouring factory, and I
“ have left them there ; but I willi I could give up the
“ trade altogether.

It appears from fome of the lateft accounts, that the
travellers who went to theFoulah country, profited much
on their return to Freetown by her civility, their route
having lain through the town of which ihe is miftrefs.
She has lately been learning the Arabic language, in
order to extend her influence.

“ During the palaver occafioned by the death of the
king’s fon, which was recently fpoken of, fome of the

“ chiefs who had come to Freetown on the occafion*
“ were carried to fee the fchools, and were much
“ pleafed with an appearance fo novel to them, as that
“ of three or four hundred children engaged at their
“ books. A headman of fuperior information, began
“ immediately to enter into treaty with one of the teach-
“ ers, wanting him to go up the country to inftrudt the
" youth of the town over which this headman prefided.’’
Some other applications almoft exadlly fimilar are men¬
tioned.

Three or four Nova Scotians are faid to be fettled up
the river, who have large plantations of rice, land

having
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having been given them gratuitoully by the natives.One of this party of fettlers is able to read, and a native
who came down to Freetown, is noticed as having already,through his affiftance, made fome fmall proficiency in
learning to read alfo.

The following extradl from the official letter of the
Governor and Council, will fhew the meafures taken on
their part, with the view of giving inftruftion to the
natives, and alfo the fuccefs which has followed.

You. will fee by the diredlions given to all the
mailers of our veflels, that we have miffied no oppor-
tunity of inviting all the chiefs on the neighbouring
coaft, to fend their fons hither for education, and the
invitation has been uniformly received with expreffions
of fatisfaiflion. A chief in the Rio Nunez has already

** fent his fon hither, and feveral others from different
“

parts only wait the approaching dry feafon, to accept
“ of our offers. In the towns belonging to the chiefs in

this river, with whom we are conne<5ted, there are

very few children fit to be fent to fchool; the few that
are fit, we have now with us, and fome of them make

** a confiderable proficiency in reading. We have pro-
** mifes of many more from the chiefs in the Bunch and

Kokelle, the upper branches of the Sierra Leone river,
who are to come to us in the courfe of the enfuing dry
feafon. We had anticipated your advice with refpeft
to a fchool at the plantation on the Bulam Ihore : one
of the teachers has agreed to refide there with his
family, both as miffionary and fchoolmafter; and the

** cullom has become already univerfal among the labour-
ers on that fide, to abftain from work on Sunday.”

The Diredlors underftand that there are now in the fchools
at Freetown, about twenty native children in all, a great
proportion of whom are the fons of chiefs. It has been
already noticed, that more than the fame number of native
children are under inftruflion on the Bulam fide of the
river.

U The
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The follovvlijg very unhappy incident is mentioned

with the view of (hewing the remarkable confidence of
one of the natives in the Company;—“ Soon after the
“ commencement of the war, fome (hells which had been
“ fent out, were about to be prepared for ufe by the aft-
“ ing engineer, who ordered a Nova Scotian working

under him, to put them near tne fire, in order that they
might be dried. The Nova Scotian having done as
he was defired, proceeded in the alTence of the fur-
vcyor (or engineer) to load them, and a fpark having

“ got into one of them unperceived, the (liell burli as
“ he was filling it, killed . him on the fpot, and alfo

killed the fon of a neighbouring chief, left but a few
‘‘ days before for education. The father of the boy-was
“ feat for, who, though alfefled, was perfectly refigned.
“ Some of his words are faid to be nearly as follows :

Gentlemen, he was my only fon; 1 thought to have
had him with you for his good, but God hath thought
otherwife; 1 fee it was an accident; I do not blame

“

you. Be not concerned about its happening here,
“ had God wifhed him to live, he would have lived. In
“ order to (hew you that I feel no ill will on account of
“ this misfortune, I iltall fend pay daughter, to be brought
“ up in your fettiement.”

A proof (ball now be added of the good underkanding
that fubfilis between the natives a.rui the Company,
which cannot fail to afibrd peculiar fatisfadlion to tire
Proprietors.

“ Two (Irange velTels having appeared ini fight, which
“ were fufpedted to be French, the neighbouring king,
“ or chief, (the fame perfon who caufed the difperfion
“ of the firli colony, and alfo fet on foot the palaver
“ which impeded the former cftablifhment of the prefent)
“ fent a party of men to the alTiftance of the Governor
“ .and Council, with a meffage that he was himfelf about
“ to follow with a further force, and that if it fhould be
V nece.dary, he would raife the whole country in the

“ colony’s
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Colony’s defence. When it was found that the vefTcIs
*f were friendly, being prizes recently taken from the
•f French, the natives who had come to Freetown went
“ away faying. Well, your friends are our friends, and
•* your enemies lhall be our enemies.” TheDireftors have
the fatisfadtton of adding, that the Company have hitherto
been on very friendly terms with the llirrounding natives
ih general.

To the preceding information received from Sierra
Leone, refpeiftmg the general difpofition of the natives,
the Direflors will add fome obfetvations on the charaCler
of an individual African, who was placed for eighteen
Inonths under their own care in England.

The late J . FI, Naimbanna, Ion of the former king of
Sierra Leone, when at the fuppofed age of twenty-four,
wae induced, by the fuggeftions of a free black belong¬
ing to the firft body of fettlers from L.ondon, to deter¬
mine on going over to England, with the view of ac-
(juiring an education; intending to commit himfelf to
the liberality of an Englifh gentleman, to whom he had
heard that the free black had been indebted for fume
degree of fchooling. He was on tiie poino of coming to
an agreement with the mafler of a flave-vcficl, wlio was
to receive three flaves as the price of his paflage through
the Weft Indies hither, when a ftiip fent out by the
Sierra Leone Company, to explore the country, arrived
in Sierra Leone river. Having been brougltt by tlii.s
velTel to England, he was placed under the care of two
clergymen fucceflively, who have furnidied the chief part
fif the information concerning him, wliich will now be
conununicated to the Court.

A defire of knowledge was the predominant feature
in his char.aifter. His inftruftors have mentioned that he
would continually urge them to prolong the tune em¬
ployed in reading together. He was alfo forward in
declaring his obiligations to every one who would aflvlt
him in the acquilition of ufcful learning; he would
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cxprefs 1‘egrct if he had been led into any company
where the time had paffed away without improvement j
and when it happened that he was left intirely to himfelf#
he would employ not lefs than eight or ten hours of the
day in reading. Though the disadvantages arifing from
the long negleft of his mental faculties were apparent,
he Ihewed figns of very good natural fenfe; he had alfo
a faculty at diftinguifhing charafters; and his mind, as
might naturally be expefted, was ready to receive im-
prelTions from thofe perfons of whom he had conceived a
good opinion. He had few advantages of perfon, but he >
was uncommonly pleating in his behaviour, thewing
much natural courtefy and even delicacy of manners ; he
was alfo of a kind and affeftionate difpofition. He was
quick in all his feelings, and his temper was occalionally
warm; fome degree of jealoufy alfo entering into his
charafler: in particular he was indifpofed to anfwer
quellions put to him by ftrangers concerning the Hate of
his own country ; for he was apt to fufpeft that they
meant to draw comparifons between England and Sierra
Leone, unfavourable to the charafter of the latter, and
he would therefore, on fuch occafions, often turn the
converfation, by remarking, that a country fo unfavour¬
ably circumllanced as Sierra Leone had hitherto been,
was not to be fuppofed capable of having made any
attainments worthy of being the fubjedl of converfation
in Great Britain,

The following anecdote will fhew Hill more ftrongly
the extreme fenhbility which he felt W'hen any circurn-
ilance arofe which touched the honour of lus country;
and it will alfo explain the grounds of his peculiar jea-
Icufy on this fubjed^

The name of a perfon having been mentioned in his
prelcnce,^ who was underftood by him to have publiclyafl'erted lomething very degrading to the general cha¬
racter of the Africans, he broke out into fome violent
and vindiaive language againft this perfon. He was

immediately
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immediately reminded of the Chriftian duty of forgiving
his enemies ; upon which he anfwered nearly in the fol¬
lowing words : “ If a man faid he Ihould rob me of my

money, I can forgive him ; if a man fhould fhoot at
me, or try to flab me* I can forgive him; if a man
fhould fell me and all my family to a flave-lhip, fo

“ that we fhould pafs all the reft of our days in flavery
in the Weft Indies, I can forgive him ; but (added he,
riling from his feat with much emotion,) if a man

“ takes away the charafter of the people of my country,
** I never can forgive him.” Being alked why he would
not extend his forgivenefs to thofe who took away the
charafter of the people of his country, he anfwered, “ If
“ a man fliould try to kill me, or fhould fell me and my
“ family for flaves, he would do an injury to as many as
“ he might kill or fell; but if any one takes away the

chara^er of black people, that man injures black
people all over the world ; and when he has once

■“ taken away their charafter, there is nothing which he
“ may not do to black people ever after. That man, for
** inftancc, will beat blackmcn, and fay, O, it is only a
“ blackmail, why fhould not I beat him ? That man will
“ make flaves of black people; for when he has taken
“

away their charafter, he will fay, O, they are
“ only black people, why fliould not I make them flaves ?
** That man will take away all the people of Africa, if

he can catch them; and if you afk him, But why do
you take away all thefe people, he will fay, O, they

“ are only black people, they are not like white people,
“ why fliould not I take them ? That is the reafon why
“ 1 cannot forgive the man who takes away the cliarafter
“ of the people of my country.”

The improvement which he made during his refidence
in England, was in every refpedl: confiderable; though
at the time when he arrived he laboured under the dif-
advantage of knowing but little of the Engliih language,
he learnt in the fpace of the year and half which he
paffed in England, to read very fluently, and to write a

letter
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tetter without much difficulty. The aUeratlon wKicB
during- the fume time took place gradually in his mind'j
was in the whole alfo very great. When he firft landed'
lie had moll of the fame peculiarities of charafter which
have been afcrilVed to the Africans in general; he be¬
lieved in witchcraft, and be had no idea of forgiving
injuries; he had even endeavoured when lie Was in Africa
to make himfelf, as he exprefled it, as proud as he
Could, before his departure from England, his pride, as
well as his revengeful fpirit, had evidently fiibfided, and
were become wrong and odious in his eyes; his-belief
in witchcraft had entirely left him, and he appeared to
feel a confiderable degree of fear and diffidence, itt
refpedl to his own future condudt: his morals were pure^
he had Carefully abhained from drunkenuefs, even while
he lived at Sierra Leone, and he fhewed when he was in
England a very ftrong abhorrence both of profane con-
Verlatiow and every kind of vice; as appeared more
particularly about the time of his departure, from the
evidence of fome ftriking and undeniable fafts. That
his mind was imprclTed with religious principles, might
be prefumed, in fome meafure, from feveral of the pre¬
ceding remarks: he paid great refpeft to the teachers
of Chriftianity, whom he v/ifned much to invite over to
his country; he had alfo the utmoft reverence for the
Scriptures, with which he had become rery converfant,
and he would difeourfe on religious fubjefls with much
opennefs and fimpiieity ; he was at the' fame time free
from enthufiafm. According to the account of the in-
ftruftor with whom he paffed the latter part of his time,
he appeared to be improving in every refped, when the
news of his father King Nuimbanna’s death arrived, and
Called him away fuddenly to Sierra Leone. If the de¬
plorable fituation of his country, at the time when he
left it, together with the change which had now arifen
in his own difpofitions and views be contemplated, itmull be evident that many new duties and obligationswould be likely to fuggelt chcmfelves to his mind, and

to
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to excite a peculiar degree of anxiety when Ke was on
the eve of his return. A few days before his embark¬
ation, he converfed much with fome of his friends in
England, concerning the line of conduiEt which it would
.be his duty to adopt after his arrival at Sierra Leone,
amd it appeared that there was no perfonal facrifice which,
if the principles of Chriftianity required it, he was not
prepared to make.

The Diredlors will .here introu uce.an extract from the
difpatches of their Governor and Councih defcribiagfonie circumftances which arofe during his pauage, and
giving the account of his death.

“ According to the information of a fervant of the
Company, who failed in the fame.lhip with hint, h.e

“ had left riyraouth in perfedl health, but as foon as he
“ reached a wairr. climate he began to feel a flight com-

plaint in his throat, and occafional pa.ias in his headj
“ his mind was at tlie fame time anxious and uneafy,
“ for he was evidently difmayed at the profpedt of thofe
“ difficulties with which he expected that he fhould have

to combat after his return. NuraberleL were the
plans which he amufed hlmfelf with devifing, for the
purpofe of fpreading Chriftianity, and opening the
eyes of his rude countrymen; but he feemed con-

“ ftantly to be tortured by the idea that fomething would
obftrufl his defigns, and the dread of difappointment

■’* feemed to prefs upon him more ftrongly in proportion
as he drew nigh to his native Ihores ; the heat alfp
began to affeft him very violently, and a fever enfued,

“ which was attended with a delirium. In one of his
“ lucid intervals, he defired the perfon who gave this

account to affift him in making his will, by which lie
“ entrufted his property to his brother, for the ufe of ft
“

young child his fon, and he introduced into the will
“ an earneft requeft that his brother would exert every
“ endeavour to put an end to the Slave I'rade. When
“ he reached Sierra Leone he was infenfible of every

.thing that paffed, and his life was defpaired of. His
mother
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« mother, together with fome younger branches of the
“ family, came down to the Governor’s houfe, where

be was laid, and, after a few hours attendance on his
“ dying bed, they faw him breathe his laft. The Gover-
“ nor and C ouncil mention that nothing could exceed
“ the agitation and diftrefs fliewn by his mother on the
„ event of his death.”

Thus terminated the days of this amiable and en¬
lightened African, from whofe exertions, if he had lived,
the Company might have expedled the moft important and
extenfive fervices. It may be remarked however, that,
notwithftanding his untimely and much to be lamented
death, he has rendered at leaft one important fervice to his
country, by furnilhing a memorable inftance of the effect
of education on the mind of Africans, and a moft en¬

couraging and happy omen in favour of his benighted
countrymen.

Two Africans, of whom the eldeft is about eighteen
years old, are now in England, where they are receiving
their education, under the diredlions of the Company ;
the one is the fon of the prefent king of Sierra Leone ;
the other of a chief who lives very near to Freetown.
The Direftors will only remark concerning thefe young
perfons, that they advance regularly in their learning,
and that although they are faid to be different from each
other in their tempers, they both appear to be fully equal
to Europeans of their own age, in point of talents and
natural underftanding.

The Diredlors have now laid before the Court the
whole of the information which they have to ofter ; they
have ftated briefly the hittory of the fettlement, together
with the expenfes of eftablifliing it, and the general fitu-
stion of the funds of the Company. They have alfo
fpoken under diflinft heads of the climate of Sierra,
Leone, of the meafures taken with a view to trade, and
of the progrefs made in cultivation, and, hnally, of the

opening



( )

prdl^efts 6F ciViliziition : th^V Have hid the latif-
of iH the feOliclUdihg part bf th^ faft and

j5Plliei|)al head, that ihihjr ichiefs bh the African ^baft are

dll^bfed tb cb-bjjetatie ih the general defighS of the dbfh-
^hhy ; that a cOHn^ftiOh is alio coiirted hy the Foblah as
Welt as other bktlOhs j that fdthe of the Jjatfis into the
ihteriOf of Affick, Which kad been clofed through the
wars, have been lately Opetied ; that projeiSs of fuftHe'r
■dlfcOv'ery have been fet on fObt; irid that While all thclc
promlfing circiimftanees have been tilting jjlace, the
Slave-Ttade has beeh rhaterlally decliHihg, federal Fac-
toHes having beeh broken nb, ihd hiany Hives Who have
been tetarned} m Withheld for tvaht of a iftitket, havingbeen added to the prodtiflive labourers Of the coiihtry.

From the advantages which have been reaped duringthis tethpofary declerifiotl Of the Slive-Tfade, the Di-
fefiots ire natdraHy led to the coritemjjlatibu Of the
•bleffihgs which ate to be looked for oti the gyent of its^
■total abolition. Whenever that happy fiefiod fhalrcoihe,
\Vhett the jjeace' Of Africa, itiftead of being faipehded as
it Is now -On the eVerit of the war in Europe, fhall be
more perrhanently fecured and provided for throughthe final termination of this traffic, corifeejuences very
•fithilar indeed id thOfe which have arife'n during the fiif-
.jienfion of the hlaVe-Trade, but fir more inlportafif and
O^ttehfive, are ObVioally to be ^expefted: a fiifl greater
fprlrig will then ho doubt be given to African indufiry;

native chiefs having lio Other'means of fuppfying
their want of European goods, will refort to regular
trade and induftry, not partially and as a matter of pre¬
ference as they do now, but generally and of neceflity ;
and the European flave faclorles, which have been hither¬
to the greatell impediments to civilization, the cliief
rivals alfo of the Company, and the principal fupport of
all the more difiblute kings and chiefs, will at the fame
time altogether ceafe.

X When
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When this aera fhall arrive, an aera which the Direftors
can by no means allow themfelves to conlider as diftant,
it Teems probable that the inftitution of the Sierra Leone
Company may acquire much additional importance, and
that the advantages of having already planted a Britifh
colony on the African Coaft, may prove to be extremely
great. It will undoubtedly be then the duty of the
Direftors in all refpedls to avail themfelves of the oppor¬
tunities which will arife, both by extending their own
commerce, by fuggefling plans of cultivation to the
chiefs, and by endeavouring alfo to eftablilh fchools, to
fupply inllrudors, and to promote the introdudlion of
Chriftianity into Africa, fo far as the influence of the
Sierra Leone Company may reach.

The Direftors will now clofe this Report, and they
trull that all the circumllances Hated in the courfe of it
being duly weighed, they lhall not be thought to have
either failed elTentially in the requilite exertions, or to
have made an improper ufe of the confidence repoled in
them by the Proprietors. The anxiety of the Diredlors,
and indeed their labour alfo, have been occafionally con-
liderable j but thefe have been amply compenfated by
refleftions on the magnitude of that caufe in which they
have found themfelves engaged, and by the continually
improving profpeft of being able, by the blefling of
Providence, to lay fome foundation for the future hap-
pinefs of a Continent, which has hitherto derived nothing
but mifery from its intercourfe with Great Britain.

JPPBNDIJC.



AP P J-ND IX.

THE Dircftors think proper to introduce the
following account of the Natural Produ6lions of Sierra
Leone, by way of Appendix, being the fubftance of two
Reports made to them by Mr. Afzelius, their BotanilL

ANIMALS.
Quadrupeds.—Thofe which are tame and are ufed

for food, are Cattle, Sheep, Goats, Hogs, Ducks, Tur-
kies, and Fowls.

Cattle thrive well, and even grow fat, but not fo com¬
monly as in Europe. There are a number of Bulls,
Oxen, and Cows grazing in the Savannahs.

Sheep aflume a very ftrange appearance, changing
their fine woollen coat into rough hairs, refembling that
of goats: they feem to fuffer from the heat, are com¬
monly lean, and do not increafe much. Goats and
Hogs, on the contrary, are very prolific, and grow as
fino and as large as in any other countries. The fettlement
is fuppofed to be fufficiently Hocked with thefe animals.

Fowls multiply to an amazing number; and Ducks,
particularly Mufcovy Ducks, thrive; but common Geefe
and Turkies have not anfwered the Company’s expec¬
tations, probably for want of proper management.

Porcupines, Wild Hogs, Squirrels, and Antelopes,
may alfo be clafled among the animals found at Sierra
Leone proper for food. The Ikin of the latter appears
to be proper for gloves.

Some
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Some few AfTcs, which have been fent to the colony,,
are made ufeful for the purpofes of labour, and do nos
fulfer by the climate- though they are not equal to Mules.

The beads of prey arc Lions, Leopards, Hyainas,
Mulk Cats, and many kinds of Weazels, which laft
are very dellruftive of poultry. The Ikins of fome of
thefe might be of ufe in a commercial view. There are
two fpecies of Mufic Cats at Sierra Leone, the Civet and
the Zibeth Cat, fyom which an inferior fprt of roufk may
be obtained j the latter produces the Wtter laiiik ot
the two.

To the artigle of Quadrupeds IhQuId be added- the
Japanzee, or Chimpanzee, common in the mountains,
an animal more nearly related to' the human race than
even the Oprang Outa^ng. Of two. that vyere brought
alive into the colony, ope died fooa, the oth^r being
older lived fome months. He was nearly two feet, high,^
but thpfe that are full, gro-.vn are nearly five feet in
height: he vyas covered with black hair, long a.ijd thick
on the back, but Ihort and tliin on. the bFea.il and: belly •

Ills face was bare ; lus hands and his head, relenabled
thole of aij, old black man, except that the hairs on his
head were ftraighr: he at,e, drapk, afld dept, and; fat at.
table, after the. fame manner as a human being :. at firfl
be crawled on all fours, always walking on the outfide
of his hands; but when grpwa larger, he endeavoured
tp.gQ erefl, fapporting himfelf by a llipk, vyhich he car¬
ried in his hand, y.e feemed to be of a melancholy dif-
pofidon, but was always goodna.tured, doing np perfop
any iiijury. This fpecies of Ape, although apt entirelyunkno wn in Europe, has ufpally been cqnfounded- witia
tljat of other Apes, '

Bi k us.—Of thefe the Direflors have as yet received
np pertefl apepunt. It is mentioned that there is a Crane
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of an extraordjtiavy appearance, which bccoais& very
tame/ and is reckoned very good food.

Amphibious Animals. — Of this kind there are
Green Turtles, and thofe called Hawk’s Bill, or Log¬
gerheads, which are both very common, and fomctimcs
of an iinmenfe fize, weighing feveral hundred pounds,
Frefh-water Turtles, and Land Turtles, are to be found
at Sierra Leone; the latter in great abundance ; and it is
thought that they might be imported into England to good
profit. Crocodiles, or Alligators, of a non-defcript fpecies,
t,en or twelve feet in length, have been found; and
Lizards of fix fpecies, among which are the Guava and
the Cameleon. Snakes are almofl: innumerable; they
haypt the houfes during the night in fearch of poultry;,
of which they are very fond; the largcll yet difcovered
meafured eighteen feet, which did not prove vercmous,
but wag of that kind which fwallovv their prey entire.

Insects are very numerous ; the greater part of them
are exceedingly beautiful, and are non-deferipts. The
moll remarkable are the Termites, which deftroy wooden
houfes and fences; Ants, which devour provifions;
Cockroaches and Crickets, which deftroy clothes, linen,
^nd more efpecially leather; Mufquitos, Sandflies, Scor¬
pions, Tarantulas, and Centipedes,; alfo wild Bees,
which furnifli plenty of wax and hpney. The Vermes are
little known ; the Barnacles are very large, and injurious
to velTels not copper-bottomed.

Fishes are in great variety, both, in the fea and. the
river. The Spermaceti Whale has been occafionally
found at Sierra Leone, but it is met with more frequently

the coaft. Befides the Whale, as well as the Shark,
Stinging-Ray, and Porpoife, there are Eels, Horfe-
Mackarel, Tarpoons, Cavillos, Mullets, Snappers, Yel-
IpwtaiL, Oldmaids, Tenpponders, and fome other fiflics,
all of which except the Eels and Tenpounders are elleemed
fine eating. Oyllers are found in great abundance,

is ajfq another flteU iilh> which the natives ufe
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for food. Among the Zocphites none is more worthy of
notice than the common Spunge, which covers all the
fandy beaches of the Sierra Leone river, particularly
thofe on the Bulam fhore. This Spunge would fetch a
high price in Great Britain.

VEGETABLES.
Of efculcnt vegetables Rice occupies the firh: place, as

it is the chief of the plants cultivated at Sierra Leone, and
the ftaple commodity of the country, forming, when boiled
and fealbned with pepper, the principal food of the in¬
habitants, the lower clafs of whom fubfift almoft entirely
upon it. Although this plant profpers beft in low and in¬
undated places, it will thrive alfo on elevated land, though
in common with other plants of the aquatic kind, it will
in that cafe grow fmaller and thinner, producing at the
fame time better and more nutritious grain. Of this
quality is the rice now found on the eminences of Sierra
Leone, while on the plains of the Bulam Ihore, and other
fuch trads, it grows as luxuriantly as in Carolina, and if
a proper apparatus were employed, with equal care, it
might be rendered equally white; but at prefent, through
the negligence of the natives, both the Rice intended for
their own confumption, and that for trade, retains part
of the brownilh bran, or rind. The Rice fields are pre¬
pared during the dry feafon, and receive the feed in the
tornado feafon, which is antecedent to the rains; but the
feafons varying in different years, the time for fowing is
irregular. In the year 1792, Rice was fown in June,
and reaped in October.

2, Caffava, or Caliada. This conftitutes, after Rice,.
the chief food of the inhabitants, and the culture of it
requires time and care. It fucceeds beft in fandy and
open place.s, In the courfe of three or four months after
it has been planted, the roots grow fit for ufe, and are
often eaten in their raw flate. Tite natives do not reap
the whole harveft at once, but dig up a few roots as they

want
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Want them; bat before the approach of the lucCeeding
rainy feafon they clear die whole field, neverextending
their plantations beyond the fuppofed exigencies of a
flngle year. The natives fometimes make cakes of Caf-
fada, which though dry are well tailed and extremely
white: they alfo boil or roaft this article. A kind of
ale might poffibly be prepared from it, as is done by the
Arawaflcs of Surinam.

3. Yams. Thefe refemble potatoes, and are a good
fubftitute for them, being dry, farinaceous, and nu¬
tritious. Though elfewhere there are many fpecies of
Yams, there is but one in Sierra Leone ; the largeil root
in the Company’s gardens weighed only about four
pounds, the foil being probably too hard for it. The
natives do not beftow fo much pains on the culture of
Yams as on that of Caflada. The only way in which
they, as well as the fettlers, prepare them for eating, is
by boiling and fometimes roafting them ; but Yams might
be made either into flour or ftarch ; perhaps even a good
fpirituous liquor might be diftilled from them.

4. Sweet Potatoes. Thefe are good and ufeful roots,
in no particular, however, refembling the true potatoes.
The natives boil them, but in the colony they are
roafted, and alfo made into a kind of bread, which is
nutritious, and of a tolerably good tafte. Sv.'ect potatoes
thrive bell in a loofe foil, but the natives are as inat¬
tentive to the manner of cultivating them as to that of
Yams, The leaves boiled make a good dilh on the
table, and afford an excellent nourilhment for Iheep,
goats, or pigs.

5. Ground Nuts. Thefe .are eaten by the natives,
either raw or roafted.

6. Eddoes. Though abundant they are not fo much
ufed as they deferve to be; the leaves, if they arc young,
are as good as fpinnach ; and the roots, when boiled, re¬
femble chefnuts. They are fit for ufe when three months
old. but are bell after four or live months growth.

7 & 8,
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^ and 8. Comitry Potatoes of two different forts j
namely, firft, Ajuck, a round root, fomewhat bigget
than a hazel nut, found in abundance in low places, with
a long Item, which creeps round it on the ground ; iW
talle is belter than that of fwcet potatoes, anH it is left
folid. And fecondly, Abunck, which grows on thC
branches of the tree in a draftge manner, and is a fin-
»Tular excreience of an irregular, angular, and tubCrouS
fliape. It taftes fomewhat like Sweet Potatoes.

g. Oil Palm. A common, liandfome, and ufeful treei
indicating a good foil. It fupplies the inhabitants with oii>
wine, and food. T he wine in appearance perfcclly tt-
fembles whey, has a good tafle wiien frelh, but is apt to
ferment and grow four, and to change in three or four
days to the ftrongefi; vinegar, of a difagreeable fmell. ft
is collected by tapping the tree. The oil is obtained
from the fruit, which is of the fize of a hazel nut, con-
'hding of a hard kernel, enclofed in a thick, fat, and
oleaginous matter, covered with a thin Mn, which difiblves
and yields the oil, which is ufed by the natives by Wayof butter to their rice This oil, though liquid at fitft,in a lliort time hardens, and turns rancid : a fuperior•oil is made, though in finall quantities, by bruiling andboiling the kernels in water. The interior and medullaryTubftance of the top of yourtg Palm trees being boiled irt
water, forms a difh refembling Cabbage ; the leavesferve the natives for bafleets,,

lo arrd 11. Plantains and Bananas. Thefe grow verycommonly, and are two ufeful trees, nearly related tothe Palm. The fruit of the Plantains is larger than thatof the Bananas, more regular, bent at the bale, and fewerin each duller, harder and lefs lufcious-; it is eaten faW,boiled, or roafted. Bananas are among the fuperior fruitsof this country, foft and fweet, and generally eaten raw :above one hundred grow in a duller. The leaves areemployed for various economical purpofes ; and the fibresor them are uied rafortve places lor thread.
12^ Papaw,
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^ i2. Papaw. A fine fruit of a deep green, but whei*.
ripe of a yellow colour. This is eaten raw, but makes
a good dilh when boiled ; the leaves are ufed for walhinginitead of foap, the hollow ftalks for pipes, and ropes
may be made of the bark.

_ 13. Guavas. Some green fruit of this kind has been
difcovered in a neighbouring bay.

14 and 15. Orange and Lime Trees. Thefe are very
common in their wild ftate, bearing ripe fruit through¬out the year, though not in equal abundance at all fea-
Ibns. The Oranges are excellent, and better, at leafi:
larger, than thofe brought to Europe. Some Lemons
planted a long time ago by the Portuguefe in the neigh¬bourhood of the fettlement, have degenerated fo much as
almoft to refemble Limes.

16. Pumpions, or Pumpkins. Thefe are to be found
wild wherever the ground is loofe ; fome of them grow
to the length of fifty feet, but the fruit, on an average,do not attain to the fame fize as in Europe, though they
are more folid. They are ufed for pies and puddings, and
may be had throughout the year.

17, 18, 19, 20. Squalh, Water Melon, Cucumber,
and Mulk Melon. Thefe four fpecies arrive at the greateft
perfeftion, and by proper care might be made to furpafs
thofe of European growth. The lirll: fettlers found on
their arrival no Water Melons, but took the feeds with
them.

21, Pine Apples. Thefe are far better flavoured than
thofe of Europe, but tougher in the middle. They are
to be found all the year growing wild in the woods, and
on declivities in the neighbourhood of water; they are
alfo planted by the natives near their towns,

22. Pigeon Pea, This is a good wholefome pulfe,
and is dreffed in the fame manner as Engliflr peas or
beans. Thefe peas grow wild in the fkirts of woads, and
in old Rice and Caflada fields, and may be had through¬
out the year.

y 23, Maizey
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23* Maize or Indian Corn. This is cultivated more
on the Bulam ihore than near Freetown; it requires but
three months to ripen it, fo that feveral_ harvefts are
afforded in one year. The grain is boiled in fait water,
or roafted in the ear and eaten with butter, but fometimes
i": is eaten raw. The natives of the Gold Coaft bruife it
and make puddings of it. Goats and cattle eat the
leaves with avidity.

24. Millet of two kinds. This is found wild and ufed
for poultry ; the ftalks of the larger fort contain a fweet
and refreihing juice,

25. Cocoa Trees grow in Sherbro, where they have
been planted. The fruit is either eaten raw or made into
pies.

26. Calhew Nuts, according tQ Lieut. Matthews, were
introduced by the Europeans, but none have been feen
at Sierra Leone, except thofe brought over from the
Bulam Ihore.

27. Okras. The fruit of a little tree refembling the
Englifh Seatree Mallows, very common in Sierra Leone.
Tlie pods put into foup render it gelatinous and highly
nourifhing; the leaves boil like Spinach.

28. Sugar Canes. Thefe have been found, though
not in great quantities, in the neighbourhood of Sierra
Leone; they are fuppofed to be of a good quality, and
probably will thrive exceedingly, as focn as the land in
which they have been planted lhall have been feme time
in cultivation.

29. Butter and Tallow Tree. This is common in
low lands about Freetown: it abounds with a juice re¬
fembling Gamboge in taint and durability, which exudes
III ter the leaft laceration, and becomes more coagulated,yifcous, and of a darker colour. The wood of this tree
i£ firm, and feems adapted to various economical pur-pofes. The fruit is nearly oval, about twice the lize of
a s lift ; the rind is thick, pulpy, and of a pleafantacid; in the infide are found from five to nine feeds, of

the
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the fiz9 of a Walnut, containing an oleaginous matter,
extradled by the natives, and ufed with their rice or
other food,

30. Tamarinds. Of thefe there is a great variety.
The Velvet Tamarind and common Tamarind grow
plentifully on the ifland of Bananas. B.efides thefe there
are White Tamarinds, which being of an indifferent
tafte are much neglefted, but the tree is valuable for
many purpofes. There are alfo Brown Tamarinds, which
are fweet and highly efteemed. There is alfo a hard
and inlipid fruit refembling a Tamarind, eaten by the
natives, which they call Maffino.

31. Figtree. The fruit of this tree, which fcarcely
exceeds a hazel nut in lize, is agreeable like other figs,
but it can hardly be eaten, owing to the number of fmall
infers with which it is commonly filled.

32. Country Figs. Thefe in no refpeft refemble the
true Figs, except in the number of their gritty feeds. This
fruit is of the fize of an apple, nearly round, and agree¬
able to the tafte; when fuffidently ripe refembling the
European Strawberry. The tree is new and non-defeript;
it is found growing in the beft foil in the woods.

33. Hog Plums. Thefe are rather fmaller than Eu¬
ropean Plums, of a yellow colour, and not unpleafant
flavour, though fomewhat infipid : the natives are very
fond of them. The tjee on which they grow has, in
forae refpeiSt, the appearance of the Afli.

34. Country Plums. Of thefe there are many kinds,
befldes thofe juft mentioned. They contain generally one
or more kernels; they are commpnly of the fize of an hazel
nut. As the difference in the ieveral forts is inqonfiderable,
it may be fufficient to mention the names of feven fpecies,
which are, ift, Befabis—id, Drap—3d, Abooke—4th,
Machai, or Maclcanter—5th, Magint—6th, hdalinta
7th, Wanibe. There are certainly many more not yet
particularly known.

Y 2 35. Country
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Country Grapes# Thefe are round and blacky
of an acid and acrid tafte; they might certainly be ini-
proved, but never fo as to relemble grapes, for they be¬
long to a genus totally different.

36. Sorrel. This contains an acid fimilar to that of
real Sorrel, but refembles it in no other refpedl. The
plant is common enough.

37. Calceloo. A plant which affords the bed fub-
flitute for Spinnach, if properly dreffed; it grows in
cleared grounds, and an abundance of it indicates a good
foil: natives, Europeans, and fettlers agree in commend¬
ing it.

38. Purflain. A very common plant on hills near the
Ihore. It appears above ground three days after, having
been fown. It is faid when bi uifed to have been applied
to frelh wounds with fuccefs.

39. Maunnee Apple. There is a well known and
much efteemed fruit of this fort in the Weft Indies ; but
that of Sierra Leone is of a different fpecies, though nc>
way inferior in fize or flavour to the Weft Indian Apple
of the fame name.

40, 41, 42. Cainito, Bumelia, and Icaco or Pigeon
Plums. Three Weft Indian fruits. The laft is rather
inlipid, but improves greatly by cultivation.

43, 44. Antidefma, of the fame tafte with Red Cur¬
rants, and Mantanka, being alfo tolerably good.

45/ Country Cherries. Thefe furpafs all the fruits
of Sierra Leone ; a fine Nectarine is the fruit to which
a Country Cherry can belt be compared.

46. The Bread bruit Tree. I'his has at a diflance
the appearance of an old Apple-tree. A fpecies of it
glows plentifully on the Bulam fhore, and in low and
landy places. The fruit is about the fize of an Apple,and when frefh is exceedingly good and nutritious, hav¬
ing almoft the fame tafte as gingerbread, but it lofesmuch of Its flavour when old.

47- The
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47 • The Cream Fruit. This is ftill larger and quiteround: there are always two of the fruits united togetherand hanging down at the end of a fmall branch; whenwounded they yield a quantity of line white juice, refem-|)ling fugar or the bell milk ; the natives are very fond ofit, and ufe it to quench their thirll. The tree is very lofty,and grows in abundance, particularly on the Iflands ofPlantains.

There is a fet of plants called by the Botanills Amo-
mum, which all partake of a fpicy nature, in a different
degree, and are of three divifions. To the lirft belongsthat fpecies, the virtue of which is contained in the
roots, and generally called Gingers. To the fecond, thatof which the virtue lies in the fmaU feeds, fuch as Grains
of Paradife, or Malaguetta Pepper. The third is that
Ipecies which has an aromatic flavour in its feeds,and called Cardamoms. The true Ginger grows inthe Sufee country, though not yet found in Sierra Leone.
Malaguetta Pepper is found of four different forts ; ill,
Maboobo, the feeds of which are pretty large, oblong, andof an agreeable but weak flavour, ad, Maffaaba, fmaller
than the preceding, but otherwife much like it; the pulpin the pod, when frelh, is of a line acid. 3d, Maffa
Amquona, the feeds of which are of the fame nature as
thofe lall mentioned, but rather more angular and pun¬
gent ; the leaves and Hems are endowed with the linell
aroma, both in refpedl to fcent and tafle. 4th, Toflan,
which is the native and true Malaguetta Pepper of Africa,
and Grains of Paradife of the Ihops. It excels all other
kinds in pungency.

A new fpecies of Nutmeg, different from all others,
has been difeovered ; but whether it is as good as the
common fort is at this time difficult to afeertain.

Coffee trees are found of two different fpecies, both
non-defeript; but whether of any ufe is not yet afeer-
tained.
'

Piper
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Pipej: Ethiopicum* A w.ell-known fpice, grows on
lofty trees, in great abundance on the mountains. It y
ufed both by fettlers and natives inftead of Black Pepper.

Mabeck. A fine fpice, though not very pungent, the
virtue of which is principally in the hulk, is ufed^ by the
natives for many medicinal purpofes. The tree is high
and valuable.

Barreliera. A fmall plant with the lame fcent as
Thyme, and might be ufed for the fame purpofes.

Tomatos, with which the natives fealbn their rice,
are angular and red. It is thought that Capficums
grow wild, and that from the great demand for them in
England, they might be worth cultivation.

Medicinal Plants. Cola is a famous fruit, highly
efteeraed by the natives, to which they attribute the
fame virtues as to Peruvian Bark. It is ufed for the
fame purpofes by the Portuguefe, who fend out fmall
veflels along the coall to colleft all the Cola they can get.

Peruvian Bark. Of this a new fort has been dif.
covered, which may perhaps prove as ufeful as the
other : the natives ufe it for the lame purpofes.

Caftor Oil. 'Phe bulh which produces the nuts front
which this oil is exprelTed, grows .every where in Sierra
Leone.

Caflia of the Cane. The African fpecies is nearly
related to that of the Weft Indies, and will not, it is
thought, be found lefs ufeful.

With refpeft to Dyes, Yellow may be extradled fromthe Butter fruit tree, and Blue from Indigo. Black andRed may alfo be obtained from other plants. Gum Copaland Gum Senega, ufually fold in the Ihpps for GumArabic, are among the chief gums on the coaft.
1 he Irue Cotton grows plentifully in Sierra Leone,

as does the Silk Cotton among other Cotton fruits.The natives ufe the back of the Mahant for ropes andwhips, and the roots of the famous Mangrove for bas in
making mats.

Common
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Common Tobacco grows at Sierra Leone, but the

natives do not cultivate it.
No report having been made by the Company’s Mi-

neralogift, the Diredlors are not prepared to offer anyparticular fpecification of the Minerals found at Sierra
Leone.

After reading the REPORT, the General Court
“ Resolved,

“ That this Court doth approve of the
“ Proceedings of the Chairman and Court of Diredtors ; and return
“ its Thanhs to them for the great Zeal, AJJiduity, and Ability avith
“ avhich they have conduSled the affairs of the Company;—and that
“ the Report [as the DireBors may think proper to revife thefame^
“ be printedfor the ufe of the Proprietorsd'

In the Prefs, and fpeedily will be publifhod,
Price Five Shillings in boards,

A NEW EDITION OF THIS REPORT
In OBavo,

Handfomely printed on Superfine Paper.




