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PREFACE,
ADDRESSED TO
JOHN SARGENT, Efg;

Member of Parliament, &c.

Worthy SIR,
'ﬁfﬁ'}"é S the following Differtations owe

}g A%’g‘: their birth to your judicious
(a'g“ %, choice of the fubjec, and liberal
%,

25 «ﬁ? o ,g;‘, encouragement of it, they now
naturally wait upon you for your protection
and countenance.  Your original defign
having been only to éxcite a noble emulation
among the youth of an infant Seminary, in
a remote part of the world, and to turn their
carly attention to a matter of very high and
national lmp01ta.nce, you will not look for
any thing in the execution beyond their
years, thelr experience, or opportumtles of
information.

Your known candor will likewife lead
you to confider the peculiar difficulties,
arifing from the times and circumflances, in
which thefe pieces were compofed. An aét

of the Britifb parliament hyl become the
- az. fatal
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fatal caufe of an unhappy breach of that
"Union which had fo long fubfifted (and ever
ought to {ubfi..) between the Colonies and the
mother country ; and very general were the
agitations and uneafinels thereby produced
on this fide of the Atlantic. Even hoary age,
and men of the moft fubdued paffions amcng
us, admitting the moft plenary jurifdiction of
a Eritifh Pacliament, could not, in this par-
ticular cafe, but confider their condué as at
lealt unkind to their American fellow fubjets,
in defiring (without any prefent neceflity
that appeared to us) to come between us and
‘our Sovereign, and to lay a foundation which
might eafily have b en drawn into a prece-
dent for depriving us of all future oppor-
tunities of teftifying our loyalty, by the free '
and voluntary grant of our own money,

If, then, fuch was the light in which the
corl ‘and the aged confidered this matter, ex-
-preflions of a warmer and more unguarded
kind might have dropt from the pens of:
youth! Yet no fuch thing appears in the
following Differtations, which are laid before
the public in the genuine form and drefs
wherein they were prefented by their authors,

| ' Noy
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Wor wis it poflible that the fmalleft additions
or alterations could be made confiftent with
the plan purfued in the execution of your
truft; which plan you ought to have an
account of, and it may allo be of ufe to
preferve it here, by way of precedent for
future occafions of the like kind.

ScveraL confiderations having prevented
the Truftees of the College from propofing
your MEDALS to be contended for by the
'youth, the firft year after the receipt of them;
they were at laft propofed, by an adver-
tifement as follows, viz.

" College of Philadelphia, March 6, 1766.
“ Wuereas John Sargent, Efq; mer-
¢¢ chant in London, and member of Par-
. ¢ liament, hath prefented to this College a
¢« * GoLp MEepar, for the beflt Englifh efiay
¢ on the reciprocal advantages of a perpetual
¢ Unron detween Grear-Britain and ber Ame-
s¢ rican Colonies.----Notice is hereby given,
«¢ by order of the Truflees, that the faid
$¢ Medal will be difpofed of at the enfuing
‘ ¢ com-
* Only fo mach of the advertifement is here inferted
a5 relates to the difpofinion of the Medal, which produced

the. following Effays; Mr., Sargent’s other Medal not
heing yet difpofed of. : '
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commencement in May, for the beft effay
that thall be produced .on the fubjcct pro-
pofed, by any of thofe who have received
any degree, or part of their education in
this College----And as the faid fubject is
one of the moft important which can at
this time employ the pen of the patriot or
Jeholar, and is thus left open to all thofe
who have had any connection with this
College, either as ftudents or graduates,
it is hoped, for the hopour of the Seminary,
as well as their own, they will nobly exert

¢ themfelves on afubjeét fo truly animating,

which may be treated in 2 manner alike
interefting to good men, both here and in
‘the mother country.

¢ Fach candidate is defired to prefix a

motto, 2nd a mark or device to his per-
formance, and feal it up, without his name,
in a feparate cover, He is then to put his
name under another fealed cover, writing
on the outfide of this cover the fame motto
and mark or device, which he has prefixed
to his pcrformance. '

« Tur utmoft impartiality will be ob-
ferved by the Truftees and Profeffors in -
% cxamining
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% examining the feveral performances, withis
*¢ out opening any of the covers that contain
¢¢ the names, till it is firft determined which
“ of the performances is entitled to the
¢ Medal, and then only that cover will be
¢ opened on which the motto is written that
¢ directs to the name of the perfon entitled
“ to the prize, which fhall be given in pub-
“ lic at the enfuing commencement; and
¢¢ therefore the feveral candidates are defired
¢ to fend their compofitions and names fealed
¢t and covered as aforefaid, to the Provoft,
¢ on or before the 8th day of May.”---

On the 8th day of May .accordingly nine
different performances were produced, on a
careful perufal of which, the three im-
mediately following were laid afide for a fe-
cond reading; after which the Medal was 4
unan.moufly decreed to the firft. The fecond
alfo was judged a mafterly, judicious and
fenfible performance, worthy of a Medal
alfo, if there had been another for the fame
fubject; and the third was likewife greatly
approved of as a fpirited performance; fo far
as it went; and it was agreed that the pub-

lication of both, together with the prize~
piece;
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piéce, would be of fervice at this crifis; whicl
determination was immediately inferted int
the public papers; in purfuance whereof the
modeft and ingenious youth, who is author
of the fecond Differtation, gave leave to pub-
lith it with his name. The author of the
third Differtation, wrote; concerning his
picce, that he *¢ had but two days to {pare,
¢ from a particular hurry of bufinefs in his.
¢¢ profeflion, to prepare it imr; and that fo far
“ from thinking it difgraced by being the
¢ third beft, he would have rejoiced, for the
¢¢ honor of the Seminary in which he received
¢ his firft education, if all the other fix had
¢ been fuperior alfo ; and that if there were
¢ any obfervations in it which had not oc-
¢ curred to the other gentlemen, or were
¢ likely to ferve as hints for abler pens to fet
< fo important a fubjeét in a proper light, he
¢« readily confented to its publication; but
¢ requefted, for particular reafons, that his
¢ name might not be annexed to it.””

Taz fourth little piece is the producion
of an ingenious fon of the college, in his own
eafy unpremeditated way. tle has by many
compolitions done honor to the place of his

education;
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‘education; and by this, which was only the
‘fudden work of a few hours of that day, in
which the other pieces were under exami-
nation, he meant not to come in compe-
tition for the prize; but only to throw his
‘mite into the general ftock.  After his de-
parture to Fuglawd, fome of his friends
having defired it to be pubhthed, with the
:three ficlt pieces, it was accordingly annexed;
and had any of the authors of the other five
‘temaining pieces, or theif triends, made the
like requeft, they would have been indulged
in it. . Ind. ed moft of them would have
well deferved to be laid before the pub-
lic, had we not been afraid that the repetition
of many of the fame fentiments, which muft
unavoid.bly run through them all, on the
fame fubject, would at length bécome tire-
fome to the reader. -

‘WEe have on'y now to mertion the oc-
cafion of the following Eulogium. By your
own propofal, as well as by order of the
Truftees ot the Co.lege; the Meécal was to
be conferred at a jublic commencement,
Wherefore, at the commencement, May
20th, 1766, immediately atter the valedic-

: b ' tory

.
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<.y oration, the Hon. Joun Penwn, Efgs
Governor of the province, as Prefident of
the Truftees of the College, delivered the
Medal to the Pravoft, ordering him to confer
it in public agreeable to their previous deter-
muqation. The Provoft accordingly acquaint-
ed the audience that the fame had been
decreed to Joun Morean, M.D. F.R.S.
&ec. and profeffor of the theory and praétice
ot phyfic in the College of Philadelphia; and
then requefted Dr, Mergan to deliver his
Differtation in public; which being finifhed,
the FuLociuM accompanied the conferring
of the Medal. ‘

Doy
. [ixse
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EULOGIUM

On the delivery of Mr. SARGENT’s Prlze-
Medal at the public Commencement in
the College of Philadelphia, May, 1766.

By WILLIAM SMITH, D. D. Pro
voft of that College.

(Publifbed by defire.)
SIR,

S the reward of your great merit
in this elegant performance, I am,
in the name of the Truftees and

Faculty of this College, as well as in behalf
of the worthy Donor, to beg your acceptance
of this GoLp Mepat---Its intrinfic va}uc
may not be an obje& of much confideration
to you; but the truly honourable circum-
ftances, by which it now becomes yours,
muft render it one of the moft valuable
Jewels in your poffeffion. ‘
be

Aporyzp
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ApornED tho’ you have been with honors-
in diftant lands, yet we truft thofe will not-
be the leaft acceptabie to you, which your
native country beftows. l

Tuart the firlt literary prize, contended
for in this Infiitution, fhould fall to the fhare
of one of its eldeft fons, who, to much genius
and application, has joined much knowledge
of the world, will not féem ftrange. Yer ftill,
for the honor of the Seminary, and what will
not derogate from your honor, it will appear
that you have obtained this pre-eminence
over o mean competitors,

Some of our younger fons (among whom
we ought not to omit the name of the modeft
and candid * WaTTs, with fome others even
of inferior flanding) have exhibited fuch vi-
gorous efforts of genius, and tread fo ar-
dfmly on the heels of you and others their
feniors, that it will require the utmoft ex-
ertion of all your faculties, the continual
ftraining of every nerve, if you would long

with to lead the way to them, in the great
career of Fame,
O NOBLE

* Author of the fecond of tim following Differtations.
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O wosLE conteft! O happy feat of Science!
to behold fuch a di +ine emulation among thy
fons, kindled by the ardent defire of  glory,
and fupported on thofe liberal principles:
which true Literature alone can infpire!

Mucu do we owe to you, Gentlemen, on,
this occafion, much every way---much for the
pains you have taken to do :honor to the
piace of your educations; and much for the
public teftimony jmu have given in its favor,
declaring that Aere you have imbibed the true
principles of Liberty, and have learned from
your ¢ early fyouth that your head, yout
¢ heartand your hand fhould ever be at the
¢ fervice of your country”--- '

True it is, Gentlemen, that we have pub-
lickly inculcated---and it was our duty to
inculcate, on you, ¢ that ||if there be any
<¢ thing on this earth fuited to the native dig-
¢¢ nity of the human mind, and worthy of con-

e tention,'

1 Sce Dr. Morgan's Diflertation, who vvas one of the
firft graduates.

|| Thefe quotations are from a charge delnered by
the author of this Eulogium, to the ﬁrﬂ clafs of gra-

duates in the College of “Phil: idelphia, My l'nh, 17577
Dr. Morgan was one of this clafs.
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i¢ tention, it muft be to affert the caufe of
¢ Religion and Truth; to fupport the funs
¢ damental rights and liberties o mankind;
¢ and to ftrive for the conftitution of your
¢< country, and a government by known laws,
¢ freely confented to by yourfelves, or your
¢¢ certain delegates.”

Wz have exhorted you, ¢ when your
e country calls, to be all eye and ear and
¢¢ heart and voice and hand, in a caufe fo
¢ glorious; proceeding with a manly and
¢¢intrepid {pirit, with a fervent and en-
« lightened zeal; fearlefs of danger, un-
¢« daunted by oppofition, and convincing
¢ the world that Liberty is your unconquer-
¢ able delight, and that you are {worn foes

“ to every fpecies of bondage either of body
¢ or of mind.” : o

But however much it might have been our
duty to deliver leffons of this kind, fmall
would have been the honour we fhould have
derived from them, if you, Gentlemén had not
fiobly called thofe leffons forth into Action,
demonttrating by your lving example, that
the education you received in this place,

113 was
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“ was not a mere art of furnifhing the

¢ Head, but a true difcipline of the Life and
¢¢ Manners.”

TruLy delicate and difficult, we confefs
was the fubjet prefcribed to you------to
treat of * the reciprocal advantages of a
<« perpetual Union between Greas-Britain
¢ and her Amerjcan Colonies,” at a time when
a fatal Mifunderftanding had untwifted all
the cords of that Unioxn, and the minds of
many were too much inflamed. T his difficulty
was likewife encreafed to us by other con-
fiderations, ' '

Great-Britain, who, by her liberality, had
raifed this College from a helplefs to a flou-
rithing ftate, had an undoubted demand on
us, in our particular capacity, for-all the re-
turns of gratitude. Yer we could not, we durit
not, divert the ftreams of Learning from their
facred courfe. Our country, nay all America,
had a right to demand that thofe ftreams
fhould be direéted pure along,‘ to water theg
goodly Tree oF LiBerty, ‘nor ever be
fuffered to cherith any foul weed, that would
ghoak its growth,

Iy
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In this moft difficult conjunéture, wé re-
joice to behold you, in your early youth,
exercifing all the temper and prudence of the
moft experienced Patriots; freely and duti-
fully acknowledging in behalf of the mother
country, that, ¢ *as the defign of colonizing,
¢ was not to found a #ew empire, but to ex-
¢¢ tend the o/d, the Colonies owe obedience
¢ under all conflitutional and legal reftric-
¢ tions, and a due fubordination in all coms
© ¢ mercial purpofes;” yet firmly afferting
in behalf of the Colonies that they ¢ are
¢ entitled, in return, to the full and free
*¢ enjoyment of BriTisa LiserTy, and ne-
¢ ceflary protetion from all external violence
“ ....and that a poliey which would enfure
¢ a fmall immediate. revenue, at the expence
¢ of a great, though indireét, national gain,
<+ is mean and fordid, wnworthy of the gene-
¢ rous enterprizing fpirit of a commercial
¢ nation;” and radieally deftru@ive of the
mutual confidence. ‘ =

.

WeE rejoice that ever we had the leaft thare
in forming fentiments like thefe, which have
led you to draw the true line, and power-

fully

_ & Sce Differtation third«

E3
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fully to fhew that on the everlafting bafis of
reciprocal Inter¢ft, and a participation of con-
Jitutional privileges, and on this alone, our
Unrton fhall be perpetuated, and ¢ our *
¢ bleeding wounds healed up, without fo
* much as a fcar by way of remembrance.”

Here you have thews yourfelves entitled
to the name of true Sons orF LiBzrTy----
Sons or LiBerTy INDEED! neither betray-

ing her facred caufe on the one hand, nor de-
generating into Licentioufuefs on the other---

THEe occafion now calls me to addrefs
a few things to you, Gentlemen, who have
juft received your degrees in this Seminary;
but I would not trefpafs on the patience of
this candid audience.

You have obferved the honors to which li-
terary merit, and integrity of principles, have
already advanced thofe who have gone be-

_fore you in their ftudies here; and you can-
not but be fenfible, that of all the glorieé
refle¢ted on this Inftitution, we _]udge shofe
the moft folid and tranfporting which we
derive from our own fons,

c ) Tar

* See Mr, WaTTs’s Differtation.
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Tue time is fait approaching, and I truft
your bofems now glow for it, when you too
thall, in your turn; have an opportunity of
doing honour to your education, by your
conduét in public life.  'When that time fhall
come, educated as you have been in the prin-
ciples of found Liberty, permit usto pro-.
mife ourielves, that you will ever think it
ybur glory, to be enlifted under her banners,
and to follow her exalted call.

Wuatwehaveoften given in folemn clarge
to thofe who have goné before you, and what
you have often heard delivered in the courfe
of your ftudies here, is, I hope, engraven on
your memories, and need not now be re-

peated.

You will confider all arts, all fciences, all
eloquence, ail philofophy, as intended to dif-
cipline the foul for eternity, and fo far as they
center not ultimately in this grand view, they
-are at heft but empty trifles.  Always look
on the {criptures of God as that mafter {yftem
of knowledge, by which all other wifdom is
to be regulated and perfected.

In:
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Tn whatever ftation of life you are, w2
hope you never will forget your obligatiéns
to this feminary, which will travail, as it were
in pain for you, till you appear on the the-
atre of adion with dignity ; and will expect
to find its own children and fons, at leaft,
among- the number of its friends--------
‘We with you every felicity, and bid you
farewell.-----

Axp here T ought to conclude----But the
Joyous occafion calls me to return particular
thanks to this fplendid audiencefor the coun-
tenance they have given us this day ; and to
congrarulate them on the glorious and happy
tur in the affairs of 4merica, whereof yefter-
day + gave us the certain and confirmed
accounts. '

Waen I look back on the dreadful flate
of fufpence, in which thefe Colonies have
been fo long agiiated ; when, in the room of
foreboding doubt and painful follicitude, 1
behold joy in every look, the clouds difperf-
ed, the fun breaking in upon us again, and

C2 an

+ ‘The account of the vepeal of the American ftamp-

a& was received at Philadciphia, the day before the de-
liyery of this Elogium, viz. May 19, 1766.
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an affembly around me in which every man,
rejoices to falute his neighbour as Free
PR 1 Feel, 1 Feel, a {fympathy unutter-
able, and an exultation of foul never felt
before !

O crorrousday! O happy dmerica! if now
we but know how to prize our happinefs----
The unguarded fallies of intemperate zeal
will foon be forgotten ; but the ftedfaft, the
noble, the patriotic efforts of cool and good
men, in the vindication of native and confti-
tutional rights, will more and more claim
the regard of all the Free, in every clime and
age ; and perhaps be confecrated by time into
one of the brighteft tranlactions of our ftory;
afferting our pedigree, and thewing that we
were worthy of having been defcended from
the illuftrious ftock of Britons !

‘Tug caufe of Liberty, Civil and Religious,
is the caufe of Britain herfelf----nay it is the
caufe of heaven ; and it waswith inexpreflible
fatisfaction that I beheld more than one of the
gentlemen, who have written on the ties of
Uniox between Grrat-Britain and her co-
lonies, deriving a very capital argument from

the ties of a Common Religion,
' WHEN
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- Waen 1 review the hiftory of- the world,
and look ontheprogrefs of Knowledge, Free-
dom, Arts and Sciences, I cannot but be
ftrongly perfuaded that Heaven his yet gle
rious purpofes to ferve thro’ America.

Crvir Liberty, the ProteftantReligion, the
principles of Toleration, in their purity, ho-
norable as they are to human nature, fubAft
but in few places of the globe; and Greaz-
Britain is their principal refidence,

. UnpERr her aufpices they were tranfplanted
into America s where they have got firm
root, and are flourithing into immenfe growth
ard will bring fuch an acceffion of ftrength
to the general caufe of Liberty and Pro-
teftantiim, that we truft no power on earth
fhall ever be able to prevail againft their
united ftrength,

Tais fentiment, it is hoped, will more and
more gain ground among good men both
here and in the mother country ; convincing
them that to check the fpirit of Freedom, or
difcourage the propagation ot knovﬂedge here
in America,would,onthe part of Great-Britain,

be
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beto wound her own members,and weaken or -
deftroy chat glorious ‘public fyftem of Truch,
Freedom and Happinefs, whereof fhe is
the Guardian and the head !

AnimaTED by thefe principles, and guided
by an enlightened zeal, it will become us
to manifeft our gratitude and love to the mo-
ther country, by every means in our power.
Let us make our moderation known to all the
world ; bending our whole thoughts to a
virtuous induftry, beneficial to ourfelves
and to Great- Britain; acting ¢ as Free, but
¢ not ufingour liberty as acloak of malicious-
nefs” or of Licentioufsnefs.

sy

The
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DISSERTATION L

On the rcmprocal ADVANTAGES
"OF A

PERPETUAL UNION
BETWEEN
GREAT-BRITAIN
AND
Her AMERICAN COLONIES.

4?'"*"'“’ 44 EVER hath the caufe of Liberty Introdudtion.
g N ? employed the pen of any of her
H -+ votaries upon a fubje& of greater
e importance to Britain and her Co-
lonies, than the reciprocal advantages of which

a perpetual UNION between them muft
neceffarily be produ&ive. To inveftigate
thefe advantages, and to place themin a clear
and confpicuous point of view, requires much -
{kill and ingenuity, and affords ample fcope
for a vigorous exertion of the brighteft genius,
affifted and improved by the moft extenfive
literature, A competent knowledge of the

great and fundamental principles of govern-
- ment
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* tent, of the nature of the Brififb conflitutios

Motives for
this undertak-
ing.

Further wio-
tive.

the particular rights and privileges. of the
feveral Colonies, together with the hxi‘cory of
their produce, trade and commerce, is indif-
penfably neceffary to fuch an undertaking,

UnzequaL as I am to the arduous tafk, and

trembling, left the fubject fhould fuffer under
my -unpractifed: hand, I have been almoft
tempted to decline it; but when I confider
myfelf at once as a Briton and an American,
and reflect upon the invaluable privileges and
benefits; to which, in both thefe ‘characters
and capacities, I am fo happy as to be en-
tituled, every apprehenfion vanithes ; an ha«
neft confidence takes place, and 1 venture te
deliver my fentiments, rode and unpolithed
as they are, upon this interefting theme,
depending for fuccefs upon that love of li-
berty, and that warm zeal for my country’s
welfare, with which my bofom does, and, ¥
truft, will always glow. *Tis this alone gives
me reafori to hope for that candour from my
dear countfymen, to which’ 1 am well cons
vinced my poor abilities can lay no claim.

But I have an.additional iricentive to this

undertaking : for-I am called to it, as the fo:l;f
0 .
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6f ah Inftitution, wherein I-imbibed the trug
principles of Liberty, and was taught to ad-
mire the beauty and excellency of that civil
conftitution, in which the governing powers
mutually controul, and are controuled by
each other, in which the rights of prince and
people are accurately diferiminated, and li-
berty and property effectually fecured by a
government of laws, not of meny in. which
civil and religious rights and privileges are
held facred and inviolable, and declared to be
no lefs the birth-right of the theaneft fubjeét,
in the moft diftant and obfture ¢otner of the
realm, than of the higheft courtier that bafk%
in the fun-fhine of royal favour.

Tuis Britifb American femi‘nar‘y,' which was
founded upon-thefe principles, and is careful
to tranfinit them pure and uncorrupted to all
her children, is juftly intituled o a greater
tribute from me than T Kave it in my powes
to pay. She has often inculcated- this leflon
upon my youth, ¢ That my head; niy hand
and my heart thould be at the fervice of my
country.” My head and my hand pérhaps
may fail of rendering her fuch affiftances as

{hc rcccwes from better heads and abler
cAs . hatidsy
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hands : but the prefent occafion will, at leaft,
enable me to fhew, that I have an heart as
deeply interefted in my country’s welfare, as

-any of her fons. ’Tis upon this principle

alone, that I ftand a candidate for the honours
which are now propofed ¢ to the beft dif
fertation on the reciprocal advantages of a
perpetual Unjon between Great-Britain and
her colonies.”

In treating of this important fubje&t, was I
to enter upon afull and compleat enumera-
tion of all thefe advantages, I thould doubtlefs
exceed the limits ufually prefcribed to per-
formances of this nature. The principal
arguments that I fhall advance in favour of .
this perpetual union, fhall be derived from
one or ather of thefe two fources,

Firft, From a confideration of the nature
and extént of the Commerce that fubfifts
between Great-Britain and her Colonies, and

the amazing increafe.of riches and power.

which they reciprocally derive from that Coni-
merce, o -

Secondly, From the glorious profpe@ of

- the advancement of the Proteftant Religion,

which
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which they profefs, and fpreading the Gofpet

in its purity, through the vaft benighted. re- ‘

gions of this weftern world. -

Burt a full difcuffion of the feveral argu-
ments to be drawn even from thefe two
fources, would require a volume, inftead of
a thort differtation. 1 fhall therefore confine
myfelf chiefly to thof¢ which may be drawn
from the firft fource, and only touch upon the
ftf:cond, in the clofe of the performance.

- In the firft place then, if we do but take a
general view of the prefent flourifhing con-
dition of the Colonies, and refle& upon the
very {mall beginnings from which they have
rofe, in fo thort a time, to fuch a height as
now renders them the richeft jewel in the
crown of Britain; if we confider the figure

A general

view of the

prefent ftate
.of the colonizs

that New-England, New-York, the Ferfeys, |

Pennfylvaniay, Maryland, Virginia, and Caro-
lina make at this ‘day, compared with «the
ftate of thefe countries in the hands of their
original proprietors; if we attend a little to
the ‘amazing increafe of their inhabitants,
their produéts and -exports, the prodigious
quantities of manufatures they take off
' ~ from



Their great
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from England, and. the ballance of trade
which fhe obtains from their commodities,
the Ihipping this commerce requires, the fea-
men it raifes, the mouths it feeds, the hands
it employs, and the accumulated wealth which

" it brings to thoufands, nay millions of fub-

jects, we cannot but. be fully convinced of
the vaft importance and advanrage of a perw
petual Union between Grear-Britain and hey
American colonies.

Can the warmeft imagination form to itfelf
an idea of aught more fublime and delightful,
than thofe happy effe€ts which commerce;
and the full enjoyment of civil and religious
liberty, have fo  fuddenly produced in coun-
tries, which were not-long fince the dreary
haunts of favage beafts and favage men,
Where ignorance and barbarity frowned over
the uncultivated earth . gay fields now fmile;
bedecked in the yellow robe of full-eared har-
veft; cities rife majeftic to the view; fleets tog,
croud the capacious harbour with their fwell«
ing canvas, and fwarms of cheartul inhabitants
cover the fhore with monuments of their
induftry, through a long tra& of two thou-
fand miles,

From
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From'this general view of the amazmg
increafe of our._4merican Colonies, I naturally
proceed to a particular detail of the advan-
tages which are demved from ‘them to the
mother country.

. CBRTAIN it is, that nothing can contribute
more to the flountthing ftate of any trading
nation, than the eftablifhing of fettlements in
foreign parts. Experience evinces the truth
of this. Their 4merican plantations hereto-
fore rendered the Portuguefe and Spaniards rich
and powerful ; and thefe. are now, not only
the greateft and conftant, but almoft the only
fource of their wealth., Nor have either the
French or Dutch been inattentive to this im-
portant objett. Witnefs the fettlements of
the latter in the Eaft-Fudies, which, by their
application to commerce, under the bleflings
of a moderate government, in a few fcore
years, from the low and difireffed fates of Hol-
land, rendered them bigh ond mighty. Witnefs
the efforts which France made the laft war
for the conqueft of America, 4 prize worthy
to be contended for by the moft powertul
nations. .The city of Tyre, < whofe mer-

chants were as princes, and her great men
the

A detall of the
fubject.

Advantages of
planting cola«
nies.
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thé honourable of the earth,” was; like Graz-
Britain, fituated upon an ifland, and liké
Great-Britain, maintained the dominion of the
fea by her commerce. The principal feat of
her trade, and great fource of her wealth;
was the noble colony of Cartbage, which the
founded; the power and naval ftrength of
which was carried to fuch a height, by means
of commerce, that forty years were fpent by
the Romans, betore they were able to fubdue
this mighty people. T '

Particularly to T'o a nation fituated on ah ifland, as Greas>
Great-Britain. Britain is, accommodated with every conve-
‘niency for trade; the eftablithing of foreign
plantations to promote her commerce is par~
ticularly beneficial, fince the inhabitants have
no other way of conveying abroad their pro-
du& and manufaétures but by navigation,
which breeds feamen, and brings in wealth te
maintain them. This renders England con-
fiderable by her fleets, refpected by her allies,
and the fcourge of her enemies, Such hands
therefore as are employed for thefe ufeful
purpofes, deferve all Kind of encouragement,
for on the pillars of her commeree depend the
fafety and ftrength of England.

One

+ Preceptor Vol, 2, On Trade and Commerce,.
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OnE of the moft confiderable advantages ?oftfﬁ‘g:rha"b“‘;‘jﬁ
therefore, which Great-Britain derives from
her American colonies, arifes from their fup-
plying her with commodities of her own,
whereby a vaft treafure is faved to the nation,

which would otherwife be fpent in foreign
Kingdoms,

IN North-dmerica, we have almoft every Naturalad:
kind of climate as well as foil, to the extent }z:z::traz%;s °
of feven hundred leagues or upwards, on the
fea-coalt, from MNorth to South. Thefe lands
are capable of the greateft improvement by
cultivation. They yield fome of the moft
valuable commodities for trade, and fuch as
are in the higheft demand in other countries,
fuch as cotton, filk, indigo, rice, and great
quantities of all kinds of corn of the beft
quality; and the number of commodities
might be eafily augmented. Vines are natural
to many parts of the country; a variety of
medicinal drugs, gums and plants, is not
wanting; flax for linen, .and hemp for
cordage, are brought.here to very great per-
fection; the woods yield materials for fhips,
houfes and cabinet work; the pine trees.will
turnith a plenty of mafts and yards, with
pitch, turpentine, tar and rofin. The woods

~alfo
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alfo abound in game; furs, and all forts of
peliry are furnifhed from hence. In the
bowels of the earth there are mines of iron,
copper and coal, in great abundance; there
are various forts of ufeful earths for bricks
and tiles, and a variety of ufeful ftones for
building. Laftly, North-America has {paci-
ous and fafe harbours for fhipping; and navi-
gable rivers varioufly interfe&t the country,
to facilitate the communication from one part
to the other.

Now if the planting of colonies is fo bene-
ficial to 2 commercial people; if thefe are
more efpecially advantageous to an ifland,
furrounded with ports, and where every inlet
may prove a convenient harbour; and if a
country abounding with ufeful commodities,
blefled with a fertile foil, and a variety of
healthy climates, is particularly calculated for
the planting, growth and increafe of colonies,
we may readily conclude that the fettlement
of the Britifb American colonies muft have
proved of the utmoft advantage to Greas-.
Britain. Nor is fuch a conclufion void of
toundation, as we fhall be fully convinced, by

comparing
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comparing the prefent condition of England
with what it was, whilft yet fhe had no.
plantations.

Berore that period, it is computed that

Condition of
England before

the people of London did not exceed one fixth fhe hadany co-

part of their prefent number. England was
then obliged to pay to foreigners for all the
commoditics the now gets from America, at
a moft exorbitant price, and now exports thofe
very goods to the very fame natipns from
which the was wont to get them. Tt is in-
genioufly obferved by an able pen, that rum,
fugar and tobacco, if we had no plantations,
would prove fo inany iffues to drain us of our
circulating cath, which are now the fources of
private wealth and the public revenue.

Ar the time when queen Elizabeth entered
upon her government, the cuftoms produced
but thirty-fix thoufand pounds a year, a fum
far lefs than what one of her colonies now
brings into the treafury. The legal intereft
of money was then at 12 per cent. It is now
but 5, and Englend abounds in riches.  Her

oniles.

In queen Ek-
zabeth’s reign.

thipping too is increafed to the moft aftonifh- -

ing degree. Inthe year 1575, queen Eliza-

beth’s time, the whole royal navy confifted but
B2 of
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twenty-four thips, and all the thipping then irt
England, both great and fmall, fell {hort of
eight hundréd fail; a number not equal to

balf the veflels which are employed at this

time to carry on the commerce of Awerica.

According to an abftra& made about thirty

years ago,* the royal navy confifted of three

hundred and twenty-two fail, carrying twelve

thoufand two hundred and feventy pieces of

cannon; and fince that time has been contl'-'
nually increafing. If the whole royal navy

had been in commifiion at the end of the laft

war, and manned to its full compliment,

it could not have amounted to much lefs than

one hundred thoufand feamen,

Avtaovcu the manufaltures of Eugland
are, within a very few years, prodigioufly
augmented, the plantations alone take off near
one half. By their confumption of Englifh ma-
nufactures, great are the advantages which re-
dound to Great-Britain from her empire in
Anerica.  The plantation trade is by far the
moft valnable of any whereof England can
boaft the enjoyment. What we may place
great ftrefs upon, it is continually improvirllm,

' t

‘

* See the Preceptor on Trade and Commerce, Vol, 2.
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It is a mime in- which we {till find ticher and
nobler veins. 'Whilft other {prings of com- -
merce’ are drying up, this overflows. Ttis
permanent, whilft others are fhifting place.
What crowns its value, it is our own, in
which other nations cannot rival England, nor
can they deprive her of it,

GreaT as the prefent product of our trade
is, it might be made much more beneficial,
as it is computed by intelligent writers, that
above a million annually might be faved or
added to the ftock, by a proper encourage-
ment of many articles that might be raifed in
America, By the purchafe of them abroad,
we contribute to enrich other nations, who
extort very exorbitant fums from us, and who
have it in their power to difappoint us of
them, perhaps, when they become moft ne-
ceffary to us.

SerinG then, from the preceeding account
of the colonies, England may be fupplied
from thence with fome of the moft valuable
commodities, fuch as raw filk from Georygia,
for her own manufactures; hemp for cordage,
iron for various arts, a great abundance of
naval ftores of all kinds from Pennfylvania,

- Carolina,

The American
trade may be
rendered fhll
more benefictal

1} is impolitic
toimport due-
ricax €OMMO=

dities from o~

ther nations.
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Carolina, New-Ferfey, New-York, and New-
England, as planks, timber, mafts, yards, and
all materiais for fhip-building, it is a reflec-
tion on our politics to expend our money with

‘other nations for thefe articles. For hemp,

indeed, exported from. the plantations a
bounty has lately been allowed by par-
liament, from which England will unquef-
tionably derive great benefit to herfelf.
The fame encouragement will produce the
fame good effect in regard to iron and pot-
afhes. A bounty allowed on thefe articles,
though inconfiderable, muft foon be reim-
burfed manifold, by faving vaft fums of
money yearly remitted to foreigners for thefe
commodities,

THE bounty allowed upon pitch, tar and
turpentine, has brought the price of thefe
commodities in England to ten fhillings frer-
ling a barrel, which ufed to amount to fifty
fhillings ; for which too was paid ready money.
This regulation theretore prevents five times
the fum of its coft from going out of the king-
dom to Siweden and other northern powers,
an.laids the colonies to make returns for the

immenfe quantity of goods fent to them from

England.
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England. 'The above articles now come fo
cheap to the fhip-builders of Great-Britain,
that the charge is hardly -felt by them; and
the beunty that is paid by the nation on the
importation of thofe commodities, is doubly
repaid by leffening the proportion between
the importation and exportation that was
agaiit us in thefe articles, which is called
the ballance of trade+ It is agreed by
all who pretend to underftand trade, fays
judge Littleton, that a country does then grow
rich, and then only, when the commodities
ex"por’ted out of it are of more value than
thofe that are imported intoit.”f It is but
iWdeom therefore in Britain to encourage the
_raifing of every commodity in America, of
which the ftands in need herfelf, or which
may increafe the ballance of trade in her
favour.

Anbp here we may properly take notice of
the confiderable advantages derived from an
interchange of manufacures and commodi-
ties between Great-Britain and America. The
labour that is neCeﬁ'ary in manufactures, the

expenfive

+ Intlodu&lon to the Briti/b Empire in dmerica.

" T Judge Littleton’s Treatife on the Groans of the Plan-
tations.

Ballance of
trade, what.

Benefits of an

interchange of
manvfactures

and commodi=
ties.
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expenfive carriage and different hands they
pafs through, muft greatly heighten their
value. Whilft commodities generally employ -
but one fet of people, manufactures employ
many, They afford a fubfiftance to the
poor, colle& people into villages, extend the
buildings of towns and cities, improve the
foil, enhance the property of landlords, ahd
create a confiderable intercourfe between
artificers and merchants, The confumers of
Englifb woolen manufactures in America, are
obliged to pay about 75 per cent. advance on
the firft coft, by way of profit to the different
hands, which thefe manufattures pafs thro’
before they arrive to them, viz. To the wool-
ftapler, the clothier, the woolen draper, the
merchants in England and America, for freight
and infurance, and to the retailer, ‘This
.calculation is made by an ingenious and in-
telligent merchant of Philadelphia, well verfed
in this fubjett. Whence it appears, that
manufaturers are not more valuzble in
themfelves, than from the number of perfons
“they fupport.

Hence it follows likewife, that while

. “. . . :
Great-Britain is employed in manufattures,
America
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America ouglit to be encouraged in raifihg
all forts of commodities, and exporting them
w Britain. By which means the mother
country will be fupplied with materials for
carrying on her manufattures, and the Colo-
nies be enabled to purchafe thofe manufaltures
of which they ftand in need; and thus they
will become reciprocally neceffary to each
other.

Itis judged, that the whole trade of me- The trrade of
rica to all parts of the globe employs, one g;’g};;; with
year with another, above two thoufand fail of
Englifp {hips, by which treafures of greater
wealth are conveyed to Britain, than are de-
rived from Mexi.o or Peru. ‘The amount of
the cath and bills of exchange, and of the
commodities fent to England in payment for
her goods, and of the duties on thefe com-
modities, cannot be lefs than two millions
yearly. From the commodities of America,
chiefly manufactured in England, and con-
veyed through innumerable channels of trade
to every quarter of the globe, Great-Britain
acquires immenfe wealth, keeps up a {pirit of
induftry among her inhabitants, and Is en-’
abled to fupport mighty flects, great in peace -

and formidable in war,
. (S Bur
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Bur further, the American Colonies are not
only very beneficial to the trade of Britainin
time of peace, but are highly advantageous to
~her in cafe of war with France or Spain, the
moft common and natural enemies of Britain.
The very fituation of the Brizifh iflands in
America renders it eafy to annoy thofe of the

French or Spaniards. The continental Colo-

nies too, on an emergedcy, are able to furnith
many thoufand brave men, who, when joined
by any body of regular forces from England,
and convoyed by a Britifb {quadron, would ef--
fectually thake the French and Spanifp domi-
nions, both in North and South- America. This
has been done, and may be done again, when
any future provocation calls them to unite
their force with that of Britain againtt their
common enemy. Thus it appears, I think,
with the higheft degree of evidence, that
Britain owes much of her well-being, her
riches and her power, to her American colo-
nies. °Tis from her union with them fhe
draws the finews of war, whereby fhe is
enabled ro .conquer and prefcribe terms of
peace to her enemies, and to fix her glory
upon a fure and lafting bafis.

»,»BU‘T :
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Bur if, from what has been faid, it appears
to be the intereft of Britain to perpetvate her
union with her Colonies in America, it will
appear no lefs maaifeft, by the fequel, that
it is the intereft of thofe Colonies to perpe-
tuate their union with Brizain.

Tue American Colonies, by the fupport and
commerce of Britain, have emerged, as it
were, out of darknefs into light, and in lefs
than two centuries have become a numerous
and happy people. Between two and three
millions, at leaft, of fubjels, by tranfplan-
tation from Europe, and by natural increafe,
now inhabit thefe colonies. For this in-
creafe of numbérs, wealth and power, they
are indebted originally to Britain, from
whence they derived their mild government,

It is the inte=
reft of the
szerzmn Co-
lonies to per=
petuate their
union with
Great-Britain:

Proved from
the tupport &
commetce of

England,

their equal laws and fecure property. Muft

they not then naturally defire a perpetual
union with their mother country, whilft they
tafte the {weets of Britifb liberty, and enjoy
the advantages of her trade and commerce.

Anp this leads me to mention another rea-

fon why the Colonies fhould wifh to perpe-
tuate their union with Britain, wiz. the
confiderable benefit which they derive from
the Bm‘z//y manufactures. The price of labour
Cz2 in

The demand
for Britifh ma-
nufaltures.
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in America is too great to allow the inhabi-
tants to manufacture for chemfelves. They
fupply all their wants from Britain, and are
enabled to make good remittances by their
commodities, which might etherwife lie ufe-
lefs on their hands.

Acain, were the American colonies to be
confidered as having no union or connection
with Britain, what power’ could fecure them
trom her conquering arm, whenever fhe was
difpofed to firetch it forth? But while the
Union is perpetuated between them, and the
colonies are confidered as a part of the Britifh
empire, Britain furely, by her formidable
fleets, and brave and dxfcxphned armies, could
afford them fpeedy fuccour in the day of
danger, and effeftually fecure ihem from the
hoftile attempts of any power in Europe. 1
afk once more then, muft not the colonies
naturally defire a perpetual union with " their
mother country, fince it is from her they
enjoy the fweets of Britifb liberty, the ad-
vantages of Britifb commerce, and the pro-
tection of Britifb power?

1 mave fuid the lefs of the importance of
Great-Britain to the American Colonies, be-
cayle
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caufe this is a fubje&, upon which every
writer feems to be agreed; whereas there
have been- fome narrow, fhort-fighted poli-
ticians, who have attempted to diminifh the
importance of the colonies to Great-Britain.
Tis for this reajon, thatI have entered upon
a more minute detail of the latter, and have
moreover fubjoined to the end of this differ-
tation, an Appendix, containing a fummary
view of the American commerce, the produce
and exports of the feveral colonies, whereby
the national ftock is fo confiderably aug-
mented.

THus have 1 endeavoured to point out the
reciprocal advantages of a perpetual union
between Great-Britain and her Colonies, from
a particular view of the nature and extent of
the commerce that fubfifts between them,
and the vaft acceflions of wealth and power
which they reciprocally derive from that
commerce. I have thewn how neceffary they
are to one another, and that they muft fuiler
and deciine in proporiion as the prefent union
betwixt them is weakened or deflroyed. I

- have only to add further, under this head, a
few obfervations upon the moft probable
methods of preferving and perpetuating this

union, v
WiTH

Conclufions to
be drawn from
this view of
commerce.
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‘Wirs refpe& to Grear-Britain, 1 think;
the fureft method fhe can rake to preferve
this union inviolate is to, :confider the inte-
refts of Ameiica as her own, to enéourage the
willing obedience of a dutiful and loyal peo-’
ple, by equal laws and a free and open
commerce, rather than attempt, by unequal
laws and too fevere reftri®ions, to force an
unwilling fubje€tion. The ballance of trade
will return more clear money from the Ame-
rican Colonies, than can be extorted from
them either by armies, taxes or tribute. “It’
1s more fafe, as well as virtuous, to accept the
chafte embraces of conjugal affection, than
by violence to extort forbidden pleafures,
which commonly fail the expeétations.”||

It is an ill-judged policy, therefore, which
would prevent the Colonies from enriching
themfelves by trade at the expence of their
neighbours. For thefe are only the channels
through which the riches of foreign nations
are poured into the coffers of Britain. And
if thefe channels are once dried up, the
watchful enemies and rivals of Brizain would
foon avail themielves of our errors. Com-

merce, once torced from her wonted coutfe, is
feldom

I| Cato's letters.,
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feldom or never brought into it again. Fo-
reigners would foon ufurp our trade, and
thrive in proportion as- we decline.

- To fecure the liberty and property of all
its fubjeés is, or ought to be, the end of every
government. So long as this end is kept in
view, fo long are the people united by the
firmeft bond of fociety, the intereft of the
whole. This end muft be the common
ftandard, by which the particular aétions of
the feveral members towards each other
ought to be regulated. Particular ranks of
men have particular feelings peculiar to
themfelves, and often contrary to the inte-
refts and feelings of the reft of the fociety,
and therefore have no right to make, and
much lefs to impole laws on their fellow-
fubjects, inconfiftent with and oppofite to
thofe interefts and thofe feelings; therefore a
fociety, government or real public, muift
confift of treemen, chufing or confenting to
laws themfelves. ¢ To watch over fuch a
fyftem, and to promote its good as much as
lies in’ our power, to refift every encroach-
ment on it, and to defend it to the utmoft, is

the political duty of every citizen.”} But
to

1 See Preceptor, Vol. z, on Ethics.
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to facrifice the interefls of one part to thofe
of another part weakens the affection of fub-
jeéts, inasmuch as the prefervation of our
fights, the fecurity of our perfons, liberties
and property, on the one hand, and obedience
to government, on the other hand, are the re-
ciprocal duties of the rulers and ruled.

* Ir the fuperftructure of a government be
raifed on any other foundation than the ge-
neral intereft of the whole community, it can
not be durable. Like the image of Daniel’s
vifion, the head whereof was of fine gold, the
belly and thighs of brafs, the legs of iron,
and the fect part of iron and part of clay;
which cannot cleave together, it muft, when
{mote upon, be broken to pieces. But the
conftitution of - a country, in which the hap-
pinefs of the whole community is regarded,
is like a firm ouk that withftands the fury of
the jarring elements roufed up into a ftorm,
fixes its roots deeper in its native earth, and
lifts its majeftic head to the fkies. Whilft
this principle is kept up in its full vigour, it
will endure the thocks of contending nations,
and be ftill more ﬁrmly ef‘abh{hed Te will
yield to nought buc time, before which the
“ Sun himfclf fhall fail, and nature fink in

”
years.™ ‘ WhEN
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Wy the public is fafe and trade ericou-
raged, every man participates of the common
felicity, and has means of acquiririg property.
“The riches of a good King confitt in the
wealth of his {fubjeéts. The affections of his
people are his fecurity and happinefs. All
they pofiefs, their fortune and property, are
at his difpofal, becaufe'ithey are employed
to fecure both him and themfelves: A wife
government ought thereéfore to fecure the
poffeflion of property, and raife no taxes but
what they fhall fee a real neceffity for doing,
and continue them no longer than that ne-
ceflity requires. It thould be done in a man-
ner moft agreeable to the fentiments of the
people, who beft know what they can en-
dure; for a virtuous and public {pirit; a
fpirit of Liberty; is the chief, if not the only
fupport of a country.t

SuouLp any ignorant or felfith politicians in
the mother country ever have influence
enough to get fuch laws enatted, as would
bear hard upon the liberty or property of the
Colonies; this meafure would doubtlefs have
a natural terdency to fow the feeds of dif-
‘ D content

t See Cato’s letters on the fubjed of Liberty.

Which is the
happinefs and
fupport of a
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An oppofite
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pernicious.
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content among them, and to alienate their
affections.  Inftead of confidering Brifain
then as conneéted with them . by the natural
ties of a mother country, they would begip
to look upon her as a foreign power, treating
them as her tributaries, and attempting to
enflave them. For the fame noble fpirit of
freedom, which actuates an Englifoman, born
in the ifland of Britain, beats in every pulfe
and pants in every breaft of the Britifh {ub-
je&s in America. Add to this, the Colonies
were fettled upon a prefumption, that the
fame extenfive privileges, which were origi-
nally granted to them, f~ould not in after-
times be contracted or wichdrawn. When
Great-Britain has attained to fuch a pitch of
grandeur by the indufiry and fuccefs ot her
Colonies, as hath rendered her the admirartion
and envy of her neighbours, would it e con-
fiftent with the maxims of juftice, tor her to
refume the privileges the has granted, under
which they have fo amazingly flourithed, and
which they have never forfeited? No, the
rights  of Americans are eftablithed on the,
fame foundation with thofe of Bri zin herfelf.
She cannot violate ‘thcm, without, at the fame

time, undermining her own conftitution; and
the
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the fame fword that is fheathed in the bowels
“of América muft inevitably pierce’ the vitals
ot Britain too. Far other returns, however,

‘may be hoped for by a people, whofe com-’

merce has proved: {fo beneficial to Britain,
~ who have, at the expence of fo much treafure
and fo much blood, affifted her in gaining a
compleat afcendency over their common ene-
my. They are a people too, who contributed
much by their bravery, in. aformer war, to
‘procure an honourable and unlooked for
peace to théir mother country, when the was
of herfclf in no condition to prefcribe her own
terms.* | '

THus it appears, that the moft effetual
method, which Great- Britain can take to per-
petuate her union with the Colonies, is to
continue them in the full exercife of thofe
liberties and privileges, both with refpeét to
commerce and taxes, which they have hither-

to enjoyed; and to do nothing that can juftly
D2 be

% The ifland of Cape-Breton, which was efteemed the
Dunkirk of America, was taken by the troops of Neaw-

England, with little or no afliftance from home; and this -

. was all the Exgli/h had to reftore to France at the treaty
 of dix la Chapelle, 1748, for the reftitution of Bergen op-.
zeom to her allies, and for other terms of peace. - '

A violaticn of
the dmerican
rights impoli-
tic,.
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be looked upon as a violation of their rights,
which might end in a breach of this defirable
union,

With refpect to_the Colonies, the fureft
method they can take to preferve inviolate
their union with Britain is, upon every:oc-
cafion, to demonftrate their loyalty to the beft
of Kings, and their.{fubordination to the go-
vernment of Great Britain, by exerting their
united efforts, in the fupport and defence of
the dignity of the Britifb crown, and the
rights of the Britifh parliament; and by
chearfully and conftantly fubmitring to the
juft determination of the grand council of the .
realm. A conduct oppofite to this would
make them forfeit the rights of fons, and
juftly bring upon them the indignation and
chaftifement of the mother country. '

 Tuese are the methods, which to meap-
pear moft likely to perpetuate the glorious
union between Great-Britain and her Colo-
nies, which will enfure ftrength and fuccefs
to the common caufe, and baffle every at-
tempt of their enemies to injure or moleft
them. Thus will the commerce, riches and

power of Britain, be carried to an envied
pitch
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pitch of greatnefs, and as far furpafs what
they now are, as they do at this day exceed
what ‘they were, betore Grezt. Britain could
boaft of a colony.

~ I'nave enlarged fo much upon the advan-
tages of a perpetual union between Greas-
Britain and her Colonies, colle¢ted from a
view of the nature and extent of the com-
merce that fubfifts between them, and the
immenfe acceffion of riches and power, which
they reciprocally enjoy trom that commerce,
that T can now fay but little.of the glorious
profpe&t, which this union prefents to us, in
the promotion of the Proteftant Religion,
which they profefs, and extending the Gofpcl
in its purity, throughout the vaft benighted
regions of the weftern world,

TH1s confideration is indeed as far fuperior
to that which I have hitherto dwelt upon, as
things eternal are to thofe of a mere temporal

Benefits of this
union to Reli~
gion and the
Proteftant in-
tereft.

Superior to
that of mere
commerce,&¢.

nature. One relates to the greateft of this

world’s good, even liberty and property.
The other extends to a future and eternal
world; and is employed upon fuch objeéts as
are moft likely to fecure the happy enjoyment
of it. ’Tis the glory of Britain, that fhe en-

joys both thefe advantages in the higheft de-
) ' gree;



By the fpread-
ing of the Gof~

pel.

[ 30 ]

gree; that the means of preferving the for-
mer is fecured to her by the beft civi/ contti-
tution, and the means of obtaining the latter
by the bett 7eligious eftablithment in the world.

Witn the fons of Britain the Proteftant
religion was tranfplanted into the Celonies.
It has taken root, grown and flourifhed in the-
kindly foil. It has already become a fair and
lofty tree, and, if it is flill well nurtured and
fufficiently watered, it may e’er long extend
its boughs beyond the fetting fun, even to the
verge of the eaftern world, and perhaps fhel-.
ter the native country from whence it origi-
nally fprung. Thus Britain has already been
an happy inftrument in the hands of Heaven,
of bearing the tidings of the Gofpel to one of
the darkeft corners of the globe, to nations,
who had long fat in darknefs and the thadow
of death, By perpetuating an union with her
Colonies, the may likewife, through them,
carry thefe glad tidings further ftill, even to
the utmoft ends of the earth, and thus haften,
if I may fo fpeak, that glorious period, when
¢ righteoufnefs fhall overflow the earth as the
waters cover the feas.”” And when all the
kingdoms of the world fhall become the
kingdoms of the Lord and of his Chrift.

Iy



[ 31 ]

Irfuch, then, are to be the happy confe- Conclufion.
quences of this glorious union, fhould not
every American, every Britifh Proteftant, ar-
dently with and pray, that it may be faithfully
and inviolably preferved and continued ¢ as
long as the Sun and Moon endure?”
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APPENDTIX.

Containing a general view of the trade of the
American Colonies, their produce, exportsy
&ec. chiefly extratied from approved biftories

and authentic memoirs.

N this Appendix, to obferve fome order, I

fhall begin with an account of the Britifh
fettlements to the Northward, and firlt with
Newfoundland. This great ifland, which is
above three hundred miles long and two
hundred broad, forms the Eaferrn boundary
of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and extends
from thence Southward near ten degrees of
latitude, along the Esffward part of Nova-
Scotia. It is chiefly valuable for the great
Fifhery upon thofe fhoals, which are called
the Banks of Newfoundland. The plenty of
Cod, and feveral other {pecies of Fifh here, is
almoft inconceivable, as well as along the
fhores of the ifland of Cape-Breton, the coafts

Nova-Scotia and New-England, whichpours in
a treafure

Newfoundland,
its Fifhery.
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a treafure of riches on Great-Britain. *Our
thare of the Newfoundland fifiery was former-
ly computed to incréafe the national ftock at
leait three hundred thoufand pounds fterling
a year in gold and filver, remitted for the Cod
we fell in the different parts’of Europe, in
Spain, Portugal, It-ly and the Levant, &c.}
of how much more wealth muft it be pro-
duétive at prefent to the mother country, as
Newfoundland and Nova-Scotia belong now fo
entirely to Greas-Britain? The advantages
which attend an extenfive and well-managed
fithery are great and obvious. The fea may
be confidered as a mine out of which the trea-
fure is taken at a very little expence, and
even that expence 1s advantageous, fince it
promotes feveral manufactures, and goes en-
tirely amongft our own people. Fith isa
valuable commodity, both at home and a-
bread. According to fome writers, the
Dutch make more of their fithery in our
feas, than the Spaniards do by the Weft- Indies.
Befides, this fithery, properly attended to,
would infalliably furnifh us with a conftant
fupply of experienced, active and healthy

failors

I See Account of Europedn fettlemeiits In dumierica,” b
Dedfley, g .- o
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failors for manning our fleets; the gradual
increafe of which would prove not only a con-
ftant and inexhauftible fource of wealth, and
add to the ballance of trade in our favour, but
augment our maritime force, to a degree

that would make us a match for all Exrope in
naval power,t

ApJacenT to Newfoundland is the country
of Nova-Scotia, which, although the progrefs
of it was at firft but flow, is now become
a confiderable fettlement, and is a very ad-

vantageous place for fithing. Twenty-five .

thoufand quintals of fifh have been caught
“there in one year.||

But much more confiderable is the colony
of New-England. This colony 1s in length
near three hundred miles, and in fome part
near two hundred miles in breadth, lying
between the forty-firlt and forty-fifth de-
grees of North latitude, and comprizes the
four provinces of Maflachufetts-Bay, Connec-
ticut, Rbod¢-Ifland and New-Hampjbire,

TuerE is anoble Cod-fithery on this coaft,

which employs a vaft number of their people,
S 2 . and -

‘4 Preceptor.
b Britifi’ Empire in Awmcrica.

Nowva-Scatid.

Neav-England.

Its Fifhery.
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and proves a very confiderable article of trade,
They are enabled by this to export annually
above thirty thoufand quintals of choice Cod-
fith to Spain, Italy and the Medsterranean, and
near twenty thoufand quintals of the refufe
fort to the Vefi-Indies, as food for the Negroes,
befides a large quantity to Madeira and Fyal,
for wines and brandy.

Tue bufinefs of fhip-building is one of
the moft confiderable which Bofton, or the
other fea-port towns in New-England carry on.
This country has materials enough to build
thips for haif the employment of Britain. It
can furnith the trade and navy too with naval
ftores, for the fupplies of which from the
Baliic, two or three hundred thoufand pounds
fierling annually was wont to be expended,
In therr rrade to foreign parts, the profits of
their voyage are generally received in bills of
exchange upon London, or in returns of goods
through the hands of Englifp factors. By
this circuitous commerce, they pay in Great-
Britain for various forts of goods got from
thence, to the amount of fome hundred thou-
fand pounds fterling ayear. Although their

commerce is not carried on immegdiately with
Great-
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Great-Britain, nor with Britifh veflels, yet
here the profits chiefly center, where all the
money, which the Colonies, can make in any
manner, muft center at laft, Pot-afhes, a moft
neceflary article in manufactures, particularly
in bleaching, as many thoufand barrels are
annually confumed for this one purpofe in
Ireland, have, within thefe few years, proved
a very advantageous article of trade in feveral
of the Colonies, particularly in New-England,
and is likely to become a very valuable and
growing remittance to the mother country.
The amount of the pot-athes exported home
from New- England only, within the laft twelve
months, is faid to be not lefs than thirty thou-
fand pounds fterling; and it is imagined
that the quantity this year willarife to a much
more confiderable fum. The {pirit of gain
which the making of pot-afhes has already
infpired, it is probable, will every year conti-
nue to render this manufaGure an obje& of
much greater importance to 4merica than has
been generally imagined. Near fix hundred fail
of fhips have been laden in a year for Europe
and the Britifb plantations. From Chriftmas
1747, to Chriftmas 1748, five hundred veflels

cleared qut from the port of Boffor only, for
a foreign
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a foreign trade, and four hundred and thirty
were entered inwards. Great is the advan-
tage therefore of the New-England trade and
navigation, if only confidered as a nurfery of
feamen ; how much more by confidering the
addition it makes to the national frock °f

Tue three contigious provinces, viz. New-
ZYork, New-Ferfey and Pennfylvania, to the
Southward of New-England, are with very
little difference the fame ia their climate,
productions, and the comnigditics in which
they trade ; the foil being in general very
fertile, abounding not only in its native
grain, the Indian corn, but few parts of the
world exceed thefe provinces in the abundance
and excellence of their Wheat, Barley, Rye,
Qats, Buck-wheat, &c.

Great quantitics of Flax and Hemp are
raifed in thefe provinces. Mines of iron have
been vpened in them all, and a rich mine of
copper has been fuccefsfully worked in Egft-
Ferfey, which may prove highly advantageous
tothe manufactures of Great-Britain. Thetrade

of thefe provinces to the Weft-Indies is very
confiderable

1 Hiftory of the Britifh Empire in dmerica.
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confiderable in Provifions, Hides, Tallow,
Lumber and Soap, &c. for which they can
procure Sugars, and from this find fome re-
fource of making remittance to England for
the goods they get from thence. They car-
ry on a trade allo with Spain, Portugal, Italy,
Madeira and Fyal; they trade likewife to
England and Ireland in Hemp, Flax-feed,
Linfeed Oil, Furs, and Deer-fkins, Flaxfeed
is a very promifing article of Commerce; as
Ireland muft be dependant on the American
Colonies for an annual fupply. In times
of {carcity, prodigious quantities of wheat are
thipped to England and Ireland, as well as to
other parts of Europe. Thus the Awericans
fend home to their fellow-fubjeéts of Grear-
Britain, both goods to increafe the national
ftock, and alfo bread for their fubfiitence.§
The importations from Euglaud into the pro-
vince of Peunfylvania only, it is eftimarted,
hath in feveral years amounted to more than
half a million fterling per annumn.J,
And

§ Amongft the feveral a&ts which pafled the Houfe
of Commons, and gained his Majeity’s royal aflent,
the laft fefions of Parliament, is an A& for allowing
the importation of Wheat from America, duty hcc,
fora limited time.

1 Memorial of the Merchants and Traders of the
city of Philadelphia.
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TrEerE cannot be lefs than feven or eighit

hundred fail of fhips annually employed to
keep up the extenfive trade of thefe provinces.

Maryland and Virginia, which are to the
Souzbward of Pennfylvania, agree very much
in their foil and product.

Tozacco is the ftanding commodity of
both thefe colonies. A late fenfible writer
computes that there are fhipped from thefe
places annually, go,000 hogfheads of Tobacco
at an average of 952 weight each; 30,000 of
thefe are expended in home confumption,
the duty of each is twenty-feven pounds fter-
ling, and the amount of the whole duty on
themisabove eight hundred thoufand pounds
and of the remaining 60,000 hogfheads, after
the imports and part of the fubfidy are drawn
back, about one-fifth of the fum is produced
into the Exchequer from every hogthead that
is re-exported, which is above three hundred
thoufand pounds more. The whole amount
for the cuftoms of Tobacco is more than a
million, Such is the immenfe advantage

which



[ 4]
which tlie Mother Country derives from the

article of Tobacce alone, which fhe gets from
her Colonies.||

North and Soutbh-Carolina, to the Southward
of Virginia, lye between the thirty-firft and
thirty-fixth degrees of North latitude, in a
very fine climate.

Tux trade of Caroling has three great ftaple
commodities, Rice, Indigo, and Naval Stores;
which it yields more abundantly than all the
reft ot our Colonies, Rice antiently formed
by itfelf the ftaple of Carolina. The export
of this commodity from Charleffown, in the
year 1731, amounted only to 41,954 barrels.
In a few years afterwards, the produt of it
was computed to return to Greaz-Britan at
leaft £. 80,000 per annum, including freight
and commiffions, which are the moft profi-
table articles in the Britifb commerce. In the
year 1754, the export of Rice from Charles-
fown, amounted to 104,682 barrels, In the
year 1457, this branch of commerce was

compuited

|| See Confiderations on the propriety of impofing taxes
on the Britifh Colonies, for raifing a revenue by Aét of
Parliament; and alfo a Computation by Sir Themas
Dally, in the Riftory of the Brityfb Exitpire in dmerica.

North and
South-Caroling
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computed to be annually worth, at the loweft
eftimation, £. 150,000 fterling,  Great has
been its increafe fince; and we may well
reckon 1t to be at this time worth £. 200,000
{’cer]in‘cr.

It was long before Carolina went into the
profitable trade of Indlgo they began it
fince the year 1750, and in the year 1754,
was exported from Charleffown, to the amount

of above 200,0001b. weight; and 500,0001b.

weight was made in the year 1757." If the in-
habitants continue to improve the advantages
with the fame {pirit in which they have begun,

they muft naturally and neceffarily come to
fupply the whole confumption of the world

with this commodity, and confequently make -
their country the richeft part'of the Bruif
dominions.}

“"To the Sotthward of Carolina, on the bor-
ders of Florida, was eretted the province of

‘Geargia, in 1732,

Georgia is of importance at prefent; and will
be of rutare benefit to' ngland, by raifing
raw Silk; the goodnefs of its Silk has been

tried by a proper engine, and according to

“Sie
1 See Account of European Settlements, printed by Dailfley.
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Sir Thomas Lombe, is better than the fineft
Silk of Piedmont, for which half a million a
year has been paid. Pot-afhes too has been
imported from hence ‘to England, belides
Peltry, Drugs and Dyers ware of feveral {orts.

WE come next to the Spanifb {ettlement of
St. Auguftine, to the Seuthward of Georgic.
It belongs now to the Englifh, as well as Cz-
nada and Louifiana, by the laft treaty of
peace; fo that they claim the whele of Norh-
America upon the Atlantic {ea, '

‘We fhall fay nothing of the newly formed
Colonies in Florida, as being but yet in their
infancy, or of the {ettlements in Hudfow’s-Bay,
as not very confiderable hitherto; but how
great muft be the advantage of trade with the
Indians in Canada and Louifiana, now ceded
to the Englifb, which encouraged and enabled
the French to hem inall the Englih Colonies,
by a chain of forts on their back fettlements,
extended in a tralt of above 2000 miles?||

Canada borders to the Northward upon the
provinces of Nova-Scotia, New-England and
Fa New-Zerk.

Il See Account of the Britifh Settlements in dmcrica,
-and Hutory of the Brityh empire in dwerica,

St. Augufine,
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New-York. It is the oldeft of all the French
eftablifhments, and prior to the fettlement of
New- England. Quebec is'the capital of this pro-
vince. It is built on the river St. Lawrence,
upon which are the principal fettlements of
this Colony. A vaft trade already is, and a
much greater may in time be carried on with
the Iudians, on the prodigious freth water
Liakes, of which there are five in number, in
extent to be confidered as fo many feas. They
communicate with one another, and the laft
of them with the river St. Lawrence, which
effectually commands the trade of the Lakes,
and has an influence upon all the nations of
Indiens which confine upon them.

THE principal produce of the Weft-Indies

is Sugar. It is amazing what riches have been

‘acquired to England by this commodity, and
‘whar a furprizingly great number of fthips

are employed in the trade, efpecially of Bar-
bados and Famaica. 'This laft place is of great
confequence to annoy the enemy, in time of
war with France or Spain, Wo plate fleet
from Carthagena can arrive at the Havannab,
which is the general place of rendezvous for
the Flota, without pafling by one end of Fa-
maica.
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maica, Whilft we continue mafters of thefe
feas, we fhall always have it in our power to
prevent the junétion, and greatly diftrefs them,
In time of peace, the trade is of no lefs con-
fequence in drawing from the Spaniards great
fums of money.

Ir the Sugar Iflands are of {uch confe-
quence to England, on account of the great
trade, fhipping, and number of hands em-
ployed, the perfons fubfifted thereby, and
the cuftoms and impofts they pay; the im-
~portance of the Colonies on the continent of
North-America is enhanced from their fupply-

ing the Weft-Indies with Lumber and pro-
vifions of all forts.

In whatever light we view the connec-
tion between Great-Britain and her dme-
rican Colonies; the reciprocal advantages of
the prefent union almoft exceed computation,
and yet fall every way far fhort of thofe im-
menfe benefits which will accrue to both,from
this union being rendered firm and perpetual,

End of the APPENDIX,

Conclufion,
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ApveErTISEMENT to the Reader.

¥ H E author is very [enfible, that it would

have been proper, in compofing the following

ing Eﬁz);, to have confulted with gentlemen
who refide in the feveral places be bad occafion to
[peak of, and are well acquainted with the na-
ture and extent of their commerce. Would the
time, allowed for thefe performances, have af-
forded bim an opportunity of procuring fuch
information, be flatters bimfelf bis piece would
bave been more original, with re/peét to matters
of trade, and more worthy of public notice. He
would bave been thereby enabled to form a more
exall eftimate of the prefent fate of trade int
Great-Britain and America. Depriv’d of this
advantage, be was obliged to bave recourfe to
commercial writers, among f} whom be is chiefly
indebted to Gee and Beawes. And when it is
confidered; that few perfons, though of far greater
abilities and experience in the commercial world
than the author, would be able of their own know-
ledge to furnifb an adequate accouns of every
material branch in the Britith and American

trade, be cannot defpair of the Reader’s in-
dulgence,
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DISSERTATION IL

HE fitwation of Great-Britain,
" feparated from the reft of the

., world by the furrounding ocean,
i‘?’i" £ ™ and deftitute of thofe endlefs re-
f,u;ces, which an extent of continent affords
its inhabitants, very early fuggefted to ju-
dicious and obferving men, thar a naval force
would be the eafieft and mofl fure means of
her detence, againft foreign encroachments,
The great Alfred of 0‘101‘101.13 and immortal
memory, was fully convinced of this impor-
tant truth. He knew, by fad experience,
that the want of fuch a force had fubjeéted
the ifland to the infults and depredations of
the Danes, and other Northern robbers. Ani-
mated with affection for his fubjeéts, and fir'd
with ajuft refentment of the injuries they had
received, he refolved, if poffible, to fupply
fuch a fatal defe&t. By equipping, with in-
credible expedition, a fleet, confiderable in
thofe

zq.,a
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thofc days, he rendered hlmfelf maﬂ;ev of the
fea, and freed his people from the dread of
being plundered, But in a few years, this
beneficial, this glorious projet, unfupported
by a fufficient fund, was almoft entirely laid
afide. The inhabitants, employed in the ex-
ercife of arms, or agriculture, and raifing what
was barely neceflary for their own fubfiftence,
could not poflibly defray the expence of
having a fleet always in readinefs. The
Danes, taking advantage of their remiffhefs in
this important affair, foon ever-run and fub-
dued the greateft part of the ifland; but in-
attentive to aleffon, which their own fuccefs
might have taught them, they, in their turn,
tell a prey toan innundation of Normans.

Twuus the Britifb navy, though feveral at-
tempts were made to render it refpectable by
monarchs,who underftood their own interefts,
continued, neverthelefs, to make no great
figure, till the reign of queen Elizabeth. Till
this time alfo the trade of England was very
{mall, and contracted within a narrow com-
pafs. It confifted chiefly in exporting Tin,
Lead, Wool, and a tew other articles, which
ferved to purchafe what foreign goods were

wantcdr.
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wanted. That wife queen, affifted by a wife
~and experienced miniftry, difcovered thegrand
fecretunknown to her predeceflors; they knew
the advantages of a fleet, but the confequent
expences they knew net how to defray. An
‘extenfive commerce was now very judicioufly
confidered as the only fource, adequate to
fuch large and continual difburfements. This
it was thought, would not only afford a fup-
ply of money, fufficient to equip and main-
tain a powerful navy, but would alfo be'a
{chool or nurfery of feamen. -

On thefe confiderations, encouragement
was given to the perfecuted Walloons to re-
move and fettle in England. They very wil-
lingly embraced an opportunity of tranfport-
ing themfelves to a land of freedom, and
brought with them the Woollen manufactory,
which, favoured with the countenance and
protection of a wife government, foen arrived
at great perfetion. In purfuance of the
fame plan, a trade was opeaed to- Tm’xey,
Mufeovy, the Eaft-Tndies, and almoft every
confiderable country in the known. world.
Under the aufpices of the fame queen, plan-

tations were begun in AMERICA, and profe-
G , cuted
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cutedwithvigour. They atfirft metwith nearly
infuperable difficultiess . neverthelefs, by the
indefatigable ifiduftry and perfeverance of the
jplanters, and the generous affiftance of their
mother Country, thofe difficulties were fur-
mounted, and the Colonies brought to a pitch
of greatnefs, that, confidering the {hort time
of their growth, is almoft incredible.

T uave taken this retrofpet in order to
thew, that the Britifb Trade, the Britifh Navy,
and the Bpitifb Colonies in America, {prung
up together. They are moft nearly allied,
‘being childrén of the fame-good pelicy; and
it-is worthy the notice and attention of every
-politician, who ftudies to promote his eoun-
try’s welfare, that as they had their rife at the
‘fame time, they have ever fince continued to
increafe and flourith'in proportion. Their de-
"ﬁéndeﬁce is mutual, and if either of them be
affected, the-others fooner or later will feel it
in a veryfenfible manner,

‘GreaT héts been my fuiprize at the ig-
forance or malevolence of feveral late pro-
du&tions. The writers of them, either blinded
by paflion, or employed and inftigated by the

' ' enemies
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enemies of the Britifh empire, -have wendea-
voured to {fow difcord and differition between
the Mother Country and her Americun Colo-
nies. Some have ftrove to render the.colo-
nifts fufpeéted, by reprefenting them as an
ungrateful, licentious people, aiming at in-
dependence, and impatient of any fubordi-
nation to Great-Britain, whillt others, no
lefs enemies to the welfare and profperity .of
both, would excite their jealoufy, by under-
valuing the afliftance fbe has offerded them,
and placing her .in the light of a cruel Step-
mother. |

I am too well -convinced of. the good
fenle of my countrymen, both of Britain
and America, to imagine them capable of
being deluded by fuch partial reprefentations.
Confidering tlfﬁmfe‘lves as members of ‘one
grand body politic, they will naturally con-
clude, that the good of the whole muft réfult
from a due conneQion and harmony of all
the parts;-and from the mutual exchange and
intercourfe of friendly offices. Neverthelefs,
as this point feems to have been controverted,
.a few obfervations, tending to evince, that a
Jeperpetual UNJON between Great-Britain
and herAmericanColonies, will bemutually and
' reciprocally
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reciprocally advantageous,” may not be lefs
agreeable, than neceflary, in the prefent Dif-
fertation.

Thuis is a fubjec, the moft truly important
and interefting, which can claim a Briton’s
notice, and does honour to that worthy gen-
tleman who propos’d its difcuflion by the
Sons of this Seminary. Struck with its vaft
delicacy and importance, and confcious of in-
ability to treat it in a manner fuited to its
dignity, 1 had almoft declin’d the arduous
tafk; but it is a glory even to fail in great at-
tempts; and if I thould afford a hint t6 fome
abler pen, or contribute to remove the
fmalleft prejudice, I fhall think myfelf ex-
tremely happy in being {o far beneficial to
the public. :

Wt have already obferved, that the de-
fence, the ftrength and glory of Britain,
principally depend on her Navy; and that her
Navy can only be maintained by Trade and
Commerce, Thefe are points too plain to be
denied or difputed by the moit obftinate and
perverfe fceptic: and it is a very natural in-
ference from thefe premifes, that whatever
contributes to enjarge and extend her com.:
merce, is highly advantageous to Great- Brztizm '

T
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It muft likewife be acknowledged, that
new fettlements and young countries ftand
in need of the affiftance and proteftion of
fome powerful commercial ftate. Deftitute of
thefe, they would be expofed to the attacks
of lawlefs invaders, for want of ftrength to
defend themfelves, and to the inclemency of
weather for want of proper cloathing; for
manufaétures cannot be brought to any de-
gree of perfection, or extended to advantage,
except in well-fettled countries; although
agriculture, where the land s tolerably fers
tile, and the fettlement fecure, may “enable
the inhabitants to procure the neceffary
manufatures in return for its productions.

1 more therefore to make it appear, that a
reciprocal emolument will arife from a per-
petual union between Britain and her Ame--
rican Colonies; as fhe may by their means.
greatly enlarge her trade and commerce, and
become ftill more rich and powertul; and as
they will reap the advantage of her riches and
power, by being protected frotmi«their ene-
mies, and fupplied with the conveniencies of
life at a cheaper rate, and of a better quality

than- if manufattured by themfelves. ' :
F
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Ir we take a furvey of the commerce of
Britain, we thall find it extended to almoft
every part of the known world; there is
fcarcely any place confiderable for trade that
is not vifited by her adventurous merchants.
The means which have enabled her to ac-
quire,and fupport with dignity and advantage,
fuch large mercantile conneétions, are to be
fought for in her various manufattories;
amongf{t which the Woollen is univerfally al-
lowed the preference. Commercial writers
have taken much pains to enumerate the par-
ticular kinds of Britifh manufatures; to
fthew their mutual dependence, and wherein
the peculiar advantage of each confifts. As
their works are in every one’s hands, it is the
lefs neceffary for me to repeat their fubftance,
and to particularize the articles which con-
tribute to {fupport the trade of Britain.

Bur there are two branches of commerce,
which though not fo generally attended to,
are neverthelefs moft highly beneficial. The
Fitheries of Newfoundland, Cape-Breton and St.
Jobn’s,and the re-exportation of foreign goods,
have greatly increafed the Britifh navigation,

riches -
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richies and power. It is fuppofed that 2000
fail of veflels are employed in thofe fifheres :
the number of hands neceffary to navigaté
" them, to cure and dry the fith, muft be very
large; and great the confumption of pro-
vifioris, nets and other utenfils, brought
almoft entitely from England.

Goobs fot re-exportation are received from
diffeteiit quarters; fome from Germany, Flan-
ders, &c. but in the greateft quantities from
the Eaf-Indies and America. The bullion
fent to the former, is made an objeftion to
that trade, the force of whith it is riot my
province to detetmine; Nothing of this {ort
cdan, hiowever, be objected to thie trade to the
American plantations, which is of all moft ad-
vantageous to the natiorf. There is fcarcely
any one fpecie$ of Englifi manufactures, that
is rot veénded in Ameritay thoe of India
likewife comie here to a ready miarket. In
fhort, it is from Great-Bfitdin, that the Colo~
nies import almoft every thing, requifite for
cloathing, agriculture, and other ufes.” In
return for thefe, they fend her Sugar, To-
Baccoy; Rice; Furs, Pot-ath, Naval Stores;

- H Gold
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Gold and Silver, and the ballance of a confi-
- derable trade with Portugal, Spain, and other
countries, bordering on the Mediterranean,
in Bills of Exchange.

Here is an occafion to expatiate on the be-
nefits deriv’d to Britain from each of thefe
particulars ; to obfervé the prodigious prices
fhe paid for them to foreigners, before their
production in Britifh Americe, and the com-
comparatively fmall prices for which they are
procured at prefent. The large quantites
re-exported to foreign markets, and pro-
ducing a demand upon them for very great
fums annuafly, might alfo be mentioned with
much propriety. Ner would it be amifs to
thew the immenfe addition thefe articles bring
to the revenue. But all ‘thefe topics have
been fo largely infifted on in late pamphlets
and detached pieces, and muft be fo well
known to every one, that further mention of
them is unneceflary. Only I would beg leave
to obferve a particular ftill unnoticed; in the:
year 1-03, the government of Sweden refuled
a fupply of Pitch and Tar, unlefs for ready:
moency, at thewr own price, and in Swedife

bottoms.



1 59 1

bottoms. Such a grofs impefition awaken’d
the indignation and refentment of Britain,
and taught the true policy of deriving them
from the Colonies. Encouragement was
thereupon given, and foon produced a fuffi-
cient quantity to anfwer all her demands. But
the fpirit of the nation was again lull’d; the
Sweeds refumed their trade, and that of 4me-

rica was very much neglected.

Some, perhaps, will readily grant, that the
exportation of thefe articles from America,
is beneficial to her, and ferves to enrich her
inhabitants; but in what refpe@ can it be
efteemed advantageous to Britain?

Tuis queftion admizs a very obvious folu-
tion. It is advantageous to Bistain in various
refpeés. It affords freight for many thou-
fand ton of her thipping, and a nurfery of
feamen for the royal navy; the commiffions
enrich her merchants, and the re-exportation
brings abundance of wealth into the kingdom,
The duties they pay are an immenfe increafe
of the revenue, and fhcy are received from
the plantations in return for Briti/b produc-
tions and manufactures, of which the Colonies

Hz take
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take off more than any foreign market what,
ever. ‘The importation of Britifb goods, and
thofe received by the way of Britain, bas, on
a mediam, for feveral years paft, amounted
to upwards of two millions annually; a fumfo
immenfe, that although the Colonies abound
with valuable articles, extremely well adapted
to the Britifh market, and very beneficie! to
her trade and navigation, and though they
make large remittances by the way of Spain,
Portugal and Tialy, in bills of exchange, yet
the produce of all thefe fources leaves a laroc
ballance in favour of Britain, which they pay
her in gold and filver. This in part furnifhes
bullion for the Eqft-India trade; on account
of which, and the vaft confumption of India
goods, the flourifhing condition of that valu-
able branch of commerce, may, in no fmall
degree, very juftly be attributed to the
American Colonies,

Tuus we fee, that not only every fpecies of
the manufatures of Brztam, but alfo her fo-
seign trade and navigation are much indebted
to Amerzm Hence riches have flowed into
her coflers, and enabled her to fupport a fleet,

' fufficient
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fufficient to maintain the empire of the ocean.
And whoever confiders the flate of the Cos
lonies, muft conclude, that they have not been
lofers by their intercourfe with their mother
country. Confideration being had of the (hort.
time the American fettlements have been made,
the inhabitants have increafed in riches and
number to admiration; though far from en-
joying that affluence, of which fome would
reprefent them poffeffed.  The advantages of
their trade have been mutual. She, by their
means, has continued to rife in wealth and
power; whilft #key, in the funfhine of her af-
fiftance and protettion, and the enjoyment of
a beneficial commerce, have grown up and
flourifhed, and fiill continue to flourifh, the
equal advantage, ornament, and glory of
Britain, ‘ S

Bur, thould we only take a retrofpe&,
fhould we confine ourfelves barely to what is
paft, much injuftice would be done to this
animating fubject, and we fhould lofe a prof-
pe&t which cannot but afford the higheft
pleafure to every Briton. Let us therefore
look forward to the mutual benefits, which,

with proper attention, may hereafter arife.
tion, ma; , In
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In order to this, it will be neceffary briefly
to enumerate thofe articles of Great-Britain’s
foreign importations, which have relation
to the prefent fubject. They are raw, thrown
and wrought Silk, Velvets, Linens, Timber,
Boards, Pot-afh, and all kinds of Naval Stores.
Several writers on trade have computed the
ballances paid by Britain for thofe forts of
goods to France, Italy, Germany, Flanders,
Norway, DBenmark, Sweeden and Ruffia; and
none I have met with make the amount lefs
than two millions annually ; this the difcharges
in gold and filver. Perhaps matter of fat
may be oppofed to this eftimate, becaufe there
is not fo great an exportation of bullion; but
the argument is not hereby invalidated, If
the ballance on fome other trade: which
would elfe be brought home and added to
the national ftock, be diverted and fent to
thofe places, it is equally pernicious to the
kingdom, as if it was imported and then ex-
ported. And this is certainly the cafe. Bri-
tain on her particular trade with Hollund, for
inftance, has a right to a very large ballance
in fpecie; but the latter, by keeping in her
Debt the nations abovementioned, or feveral

‘of
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them, who have demands on Britain, is en-
abled by their means to fatisfy her Britifb
creditors, and fave her money; and befides
this, bullion is fent to Holland to anfwer
bills of exchange drawn in favour of thofc
nations. :

THE confideration of thls mu{’c deeply af-
fe@ every one, who has at heart "thé trade

and profperity of Great-Britain, and would
preferve her independent of her European
neighbours; efpecially as the wollen manu-
fattory is in its decline. France not only
fupplies her own people with woollens, but by
the cheapnefs of her goods, and the counte-
nance of the court of Spain, has in a great
meafure fupplanted England in the Spanifp
markets.. The Spaniards themfelves, fenfible
of their impolitic condu&, feem determined
to perfift no longer in an error, the refult of
ill-grounded principles and miftaken notions
of honour. They have made feveral efforts
to eltablith manufaltories of their own Wool,
which have by no means proved fruitlefs,
Other nations of Europe, obferving the fuc-
cefs of Framce, have copied her example, by
which
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which England has loft much of her wooflén
trade, particularly with Portugal, where the

importation of this ftaple commodity feems
to meet with many difcouragements.

From this refle®ion our attention is natu-
rally turned to America, which will be her
fureft, and perhaps in time, her only market,
as @R fabrication is likely to take place
in every part of Europe. If under thefe cir-
cumftances, fuch large fums are continually
paid for foreign imports, the ballance of trade
in favour of Britain will be materially di-
mlmfhed The only remedy for this grow-
ing evil is to be found in America, who can
furnifh a variety of the moft ufeful raw ma-
terials onf terms mutually beneficial,

GreaT quantities of Furs and Peltry have
been, and fill are, fent from the Colonies to
Britain, the acquifition of Cawada havmg
thrown that whole trade into our hands; but
it is capable of greater improverient, and
may well fuperfede the fur trade to Ruffia.
The Northern Indians, with a little encou-
ragement, will bring their Ermines and other

Pne furs from the 7oth degree of latitudey
~ which
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which is parallel with the Exropean countries,
where the moft valuable Furs are procured,
The diftance thofe people will travel to trade
with our fettlements, is well known to all
acquainted with their affairs, This would
likewife be a means of difperfing Briti/p
manufactures amongft a multitude of Indian
tribes, at prefent unknown to our traders.

IroN mines are fo plenty in almoft every
province on the continent, that it is thought
with good reafon, they could fupply all the
markets in Europe.

As for Timber, Boards, Pitch and Tar,
they may likewife be procured here in great
abundance. Britifb America, extended along
the coaft more than 2000 miles, and reaching
~an unknown, but predigious way into the
continent, is almoft one continued foreft,
fil’d with every kind of ufeful timber, not-
withftanding the great devaftions made within
the two lafl centuries.

Here it may poflibly be objected, that the
expenfive freight of thefe bulky. articles,
would render them unfit for the Engltfh
markets. The Danes, Swedes, and others,

' I - employed
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employed at prefent in the Lumber trade, are
no doubt by long experience become fkiilfull
and can afford their goods at the cheapeft
rates: but the (,olomes might be put upon a
par with them by encouragement from the
legiflature. Greater dlﬂicultles in other in-
frances have yielded to the efforts of Britifh
adventurers. America may vie with any coun-
try whatever in plenty of materials, and other
conveniences 3 and if large bulky fhips were
built, of feven or eight hundred tons, capable
of being navigated by fewer hands in pro-
portion to their burthen, than thofe in prefent
ule, the expence of navigation would be much
diminithed. The difference of diftance be-
tween America, and the Gulphs of Bothnia
and Fiunland, from London, is inconfiderable 5
‘and . America is neareit to Lifbon, Cadiz, and
all the markets to the Southward of Cape
Finifserre, and therefore might more conve-
niencly {fupply thofe markets.

THE inconvenience, and even abfurdity of
being fupplied with Naval Stores by foreign-
ers, beuqes the Jifadvantage of confu: mng the
natenal wealth, is very ewdcnt Fvcry one
knows, that ﬂmu.d a war e entered into with

thofe
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‘nations, or fhould they be confederated with
the enemies of Britain, by, cutting off the
finews of her ftrength, they might reduce
her to the utmoft diftrefles.  Both inconve-
niences would be remedied, if Naval Stores
were entirely procured from America; who,
being connected with the Mather Country by
every powerful tie, would not fail to afford
them in plenty on any emergency,

Hewmp, Flax and Silk, manufadured and
unmanufaétured, are articles for which Brizain
pays large fums to foreigners, as was ob-
“ferved before. Rough materials may be
procured in the Colonies, which abound with
low bottoms and deep rich foils, requiring
only cultivation to produce the moft luxuriant
crops of Hemp and Flax, particularly in the
Southern Colonies, To confirm this, I might
mention the fertility of Egyps, which lics
nearly under the fame parallels of latitude
with Florida, Georgia, Carolina and Virginia
and is famous for the prodution of thefe
commodities in the greateft perfetion; but
experience is preferable to a thoufand ar-

guments,
I2 I MENTION



I menTion Silk, becaufe the abundance of
Mulberry-trees in  the Southern Colonies,
feems naturally to point out the cultivation
of that valuable article. To this maybe added,
that their foil, climate and marine fituation,
are pretty much the fame with Nankin and
Chekiang, the moft famous Silk provinces in
all China. Thefe circumftances afford good
reafon to believe, the Silk-worm would thrive
very well here, and experience heightens the
belief into certainty. Small trials have been
made, and fome filk produced in Carolina, was
efteemed by good judges equal to the fineft of
China or Italy, The hands employed in the
cultivation of Hemp and Flax, will have fuf-.
ficient leifure to gather the leaves and feed
the worms, which will enable the planters to
afford all thefe articles cheap’er than may at
firft be imagined.

From this it feems evident, that materials-
for carrying on the Silk and Linen manu-
fattories to the greateft extent, may be pro-
cured from America. And in Great-Britain,
are prodigious numbers of poor, who would
chearfully work to maintain themfelves and
families, doom’d to mifery for want of em-

~ ployment.
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employment. To eftablith manufatories of
thofe goods by public encouragement, would
therefore be an undertaking of the higheft
utility both to Brizain and the Colonies,
““ Fas et et ab bofte doceri” It could be no
difgrace to imitate in this refpet the policy
of France, who knowing that trade is the
only folid foundation of greatnefs, is en-
deavouring to monopolize the three grand
branches of manufaétures,

Nor need the woollen ‘manufaturer be
afraid, that his bufinefs would hereby receive
the {malleft prejudice. There is a {fufficient
number of hands in the three kingdoms to
carry on each of them to the greateft ad-
vantage. Many who at prefent can’t afford
themfelves the neceffary covering, would
then be able to purchafe more decent and com-
-fortable cloathing; and the Colonies having
their fources of remittance enlarged, would
increafe their already enormous demands for
Britifb manufatures.

Suourp this beneficial fcheme be carried
into execution, more than two millions
would be annually faved to the nation; ade-

quate
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quate employment provided for an incredible
number of hands in Britain and Admerica; and
the trade, navigation and riches of both would
receive very large additions.

It may poflibly be thought from my ap-
pearing toconfine fabrication to Greaz-Britain,
that I am no friend to the Colonies, as there
has of late been {o many propofals for eret-
ing® manufactories in America. 1 fhould
efteem myfelf very unhappy in the difpleafure
of my countrymen. None of the numerous
fons of Britifh America more ardently wifhes
her profperity than myfelf, or has a heart
more devoted to her fervice. Confcious there-
fore of the rectitude of my intentions, I will
not doubt of being heard with candor, tho’ I
venture to maintain, that to divert their hands
from their prefent lucrative Employments,
and fet them to work on manufacories, would
be incompatible with the true intereft of the
Colonies.

THE number of their inhabitants, though
near three millions, is fmall in proportion to
the extent of continent they poffefs. Lands
are confequently cheap, and labour dears

whatever,
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whatever therefore can be produced by means
of the land with little labowr, muft prove
moft advantageous. Hence arifes the pro~

priety of thip-building, wherein the materials,
thus procurable, are of primary confideration.

For the fame reafon, agriculture will bring
more emolument to the Colonies, than could
poflibly arife from manufauring goods,
whofe chief value depends on the artificer’s
labour. Nor will this circumftance refider
them at all more dependent. Abounding
with the neceflaries of life, and materials for
fabrication, the produce of the willing earth,
they can at any time command a fupply of the
goods they want, in greater plenty, and of a
better quality than would have been the refule
of their labour, employed in manufactures.
T would not be underftood by this reafoning,
to exclude the induftrious farmer from worka
ing up his Wool, and other coarfe articles,
unfit for exportation; this will be doubly
advantageous, it will be a faving to himfelf,
and enable him to pay for the finer goods he
may purchafe with greater eafe and punce
tualicy.

- Now
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Now upoh a review of the whole we find,
that the trade of Great-Briiain to fome places
is vaftly advantageous, bringing large fums
of money into the kingdom; to others, al-
though no returns are made in {pecie, but as
- much of their produce and manufattures re-
ceived as is fent them of Britifh, it is never-
thelefs profitable, affording employment for
her people; to a third fort, though perhaps
lucrative to fome private merchants, it is very
pernicious, and unprofitable to the nation in
general, as it drains the kingdom of great
quantities of gold and filver. We may alfo
obferve, that the neceffity of continuing the
latter is removed by the colonies, which are
capable of furnithing, at leaft, materials for
manufaturing all the particulars procured
thereby, with mutual benefit. It likewife
appears, that a great part of her moft ad-
vantageous trade depends on the Colonies,
and that it may be ftill farther improved by
Americay that whilft the Colonies have contri-
buted fo much to enrich and aggrandize their
~ mother country, they have themfelves been
enriched and proteted; and that the fcheme
for rendering them fill more advantageous
to Britain, promifes them an equal thare of
profit,

WHOEVER
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WroEVER confiders thefe circumftances,
will, I am perfuaded, anticipate my conclu-
fion; but I cannot difmifs the fubjet without
Tuggefting another argument; which will not
be efteemed a trifling one by meén of feriouf~
nefs and reflection. The benefits arifing from
the Proteftant Religion to thofe ftates which
have embraced it, and indeed to the world in
general, are very obvious. Every one, ac-
quainted with the affairs of Europe, muft ac-
knowledge their fituation is far better than it
was four or five centuries ago; the religious
and civil liberties of mankind, are underftood
with more clearnefs and precifion; the human
mind, which before was ctampt and confined
in its refearches, has become more expanded,
and acquired much clearer knowledge in the
Arts, in Philofophy and Divinity. It is now
very well known, that Philofophy does not-
confift in monkifh jargon, and that without
Virtue there can be no Religion. Even thofe
countries, that are enemies to Proteftantifin,
have been fharers in its happy effects; the
,rays of knowledge have, in fome meafure,
iluminated their clouded underftandings;
but like thofe of the fun within the Polar

climates, they are weak and languid.
Great-
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Great-Britaim has been the bulwark of the
Proteftant intereft, ever fince its exiftence;
and by her the attacks of its enemies have
been repelled. The Britifh Colonies, efla-
blifhed on principles of Civil and Religious
Liberty, have hitherto been protected therein
by their cwn noble efforts, and her kind
afliftance; and while they remain united, the
enjoyment of their liberties of both kinds,
will, no doubt, be continued in its full extent.
"What would be the confequence of a dif-
union, none can tell; but there is more than a
probability, that thefe particulars would be
deeply affected. France, our ever-watchful
enemy, will be ready to feize any advantage
that may offer. She would have her arma-
ments prepared to enter by St. Lawrence and
the Miffiippi, and might poflibly over-rua
all the Colonies. Should this be the cafe,
_the candlie of Science would be foon extin-
guifhed, and Ignorance introduced, in order
to keep up a blind devotion and implicit
obedience. The Genius of Liberty would be
driven from Britifb America, where the hath,
hitherto delighted to refide; and whether the
mother country wouid be more fortunate, I
leave to the confideration of her Patriot Sons..
ALL
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SiwcE, then, fo many reciprocal advantages
are the refult of Union between Britain and
America; to render that Union perpetual, will
be the only means of fecuring and tran{mit-
ing them to pofterity, together with thofe
immenfe benefits, which are yet in profpeét.
Intereft and affe&ion,---all the tender and
endearing ties, which conne& mankind,----
backed by the venerable authority of Religion,
plead for it with irrefiftable eloquence.

WaEeTHER the Union ought to remain on
its prefent eftablifhment, or whether it thould
receive a new form and impreffion, are mat-
ters foreign to my purpofe : Only permit me
to fuggeft that, in the important determina-
tion, no partial views fhould be purfued; but
the intereft of each, and its relation to the
whole, fhould have a proper confideration,---
He mutt be either a madman, or a novice in .
politicks, who would fet the intereft of one
in"competition with that of the other.---They
are infeperably connetted, and muft ftand
or fall together.---That maxim of Mr. Pope
may be here applied with much truth and
propriety ;---¢ Self love and focial are the
fame :” each will find their accounts in pro-

K 2 moting
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moting the others happinefs and profperity.
In the difcuffion, the trade of the colonies me-
rits a peculiar attention. Should thofe me-
thods, I have taken the liberty to mention,
be fallen upon to enlarge it, and free ports
cftablithed in fome parts of Britifh America,
the national riches would be greatly increafed.
The inhabitants of the Spanifh, Portuguefe,
and other American {fettlements, would refort
thither for fupplies of Britifp manufattures,
and the produce of the Colonies ; leaving in
exchange for then: large quantities of gold
and filver; a very confiderable part of which
would ultimately center in Great-Britain.

 Warmep and animated with a fincere love
for my country, I cannot but indulge a pleaf- .
ing hope, that Britain and her colonies, fen-
{ible of their true intereft, will fteadily and
with unremitting zeal purfue meafures calcu-
lated to cement this Union.---The repeal of 3
late * alt of the Britifb parliament, and the
prefent favouraple difpofitiop of that moft
refpectable body, fill us with the highett joy,

and promife, redrefs of all our grievances :
and I am wcll perfuaded, my fellow fubjeéts
of

¢ The American Stamp A&,
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of America will not be wanting in any pre-

per expreflions of deference and fubordina-~

tion to the head of the Britifb empire.....The
wound, which feemed to be attended with

fymptoms fatal to the mutual confidence fub-

fifting between them, will now be healed,

and I flatter myfelf without a fcar, by way of
remembrance. Jealoufies will fubfide ; ani-
mofities be forgotten ; harmony will be pre-
ferved in every part of ‘the body politick ;

and innumerable bleflings entailed on pofte-

rity.
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g?m nnnnn %’%. duals, may be fwayed by the
i H

4 § 4 different motives of paffion, pre-
.;gs‘.ag‘g‘.;:;.g.,;;. judice, and honour; yet, when
formed into ftates and communities, thefe alk
fubfide ; and Intereft becomes the grand pre-
vailing prmcxple that actuates all their moti-
ons, It is the Pole-ftar by which the politicak
pilot muft ever guide the helm of govern-
ment, where too keen a purfuit of it does
not interfere with the faith of treaties, or the
natural rights of mankind. An accurate dif-
cernment therefore of the true intereft of a
nation, and a fteady aQive prudence in the
‘purfuit of it, conftitute the true political
wifdom that ought to diftinguifh every ftatef-

man.
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man And fo fenfible are minifters.of every
-comp]exlon of the truth of this doctrige, that,
however felfith' and permcxous their views,
they feldom fail to cover them over- with
 the plaufible and fpecious colouring of na-
tional advantage. :

TaE eftablifhing a grand COMMERCIAL
INTEREST feems now to be the great ob-
je€ of the regard and attention of the different
ftates of Europe. To this they are-every day
facrificing the lefs important confiderations of -
national pride and prejudice. . Whatever,
therefore, tends to promote. or obftruct this -
great principle of government, is now becomc‘
amatter of ferious confequence,whxch deferves )
the clofeft attention and the tendereft care,

. And amidft the rivalthip and contention of
the feveral European powers in attaining this
capital point, happy will that nation be, whofe
adminiftration fhall lead to fuch meafures as
are moft conducive to this end, as a fuperi-
ority may now be gained that may blaft the
hopes, and at once dafh the expe&atxons, of
its afpiring competltors

Ir there is any one, who at prefent bids fair-

aﬁ‘ for this pre-eminence, it is Great- Br itain,
: : whofe



,[1,81 }

"whoit free and happy conftitution moft ad-
mirably protects and cherithes an enterprizing
commercial {pirit. A fecurity of perfon and
property is eflentially neceffary to the very
being of a commercial nation, and .n this re-
fpect none of its rivals can claim {uperiority
to the happy {ubjects of Britain, whofe wife
and valiant anceftors have handed down to
them this glorious fecurity, fealed with their
blood. But not even this, nor her natural
fituation {o well adapted for fafery from her
encmies and the advancement of her trade,
nor yet the.aftive genius and temper of her
children may be fuflicient to enfure her fuc-
cefs, if her colonies are negletted or opprefi-
ed. If properly attended to, they will prove .
‘the true fources of her wealth and power, and
enable her to foar above her emulating neigh-
bours, who will view her rapid progrefs with
envy and admiration. To enumcrate the
many mutual advantages they have already
received from their clofe and intimate con-
neé&tion would be no eafy tafk---but 1t weuld
require little lefs than infpiration to forfee ali
the rcciprocal advantages that will attend a
future Union between them formed upon
proper, upo'n generous principles.

Te
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"To point out thofe that.are moft obvious;.
and which muft neceffarily follow, is the de-
fign of this Effay, which pretends to no more
than fketching out the imperfe out-lines of
a picture, whofe beauty has indeed been
fhaded: but we truft and believe that time
and experience will point out thofe blemithes,
and fozn reftore it to its former purity and
luftre. To facilitate this has been the defign
of the generous friend to this inftitution, who
propofed the difcuffion of the prefent fubjett;
and it is a defign worthy the benevoleat
patriotic {pirit of an Englith Senator.

Rome the miftrefs of the world and arbiter
of nations, by her wife policy and prudent con-
duét to her allies and colonifts, raifed herlelf to

an aftonithing pitch of grandeur and power ;
fhe encouraged, fhe incorporated, and never

deprived them ot any effential privileges. By
thefe rules fhe gained their affections, and of
fatious, turbulent citizens, and often of in-
veterate enemies fhe made faithful, zealous,
and ufeful fubjefts. Great-Britain has at
much expence of bloodand treafure fecured
and prote&ted her American colonies from the
defigns of France, who viewed their rifing
power and growing importance with a jealous -

eye,. and therefore determined to nip them in
the
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the bud, before they could ripen to any de-
gree of formidable perfeétion. Happily for
us thefe ambitious and fatal projects were
<rufhed by the united valour and ikill of
Great-Britain and her provinces. To a hap-
py and fuccefsful Union in War, let us then
add the happy and harmonious Union of
Peace, nor lofe its bleffings by in-attention
to, or difregard of, the ineftimable advantages
that may, nay that muft attend it.

Colonies are emigrations from the mother
country,either occafioned by aquick Popula-
tion, fo as to render it too fmall for the fupport
.of its growing. inhabitants ; or by Oppreffion,
Tyranny, and undue exercife of Power ; or
{fometimes by the diftrefles and defolation of
War, ’

In the firft cafe, they are always formed not.
only with the countenance, but with the
exprefs encouragement and direction of the
mother country.---In the fecond inftance un-
lefs prohibited by legal authority, they ge-
nerally go with its implyed confent. Inthe
laft, which was the cafe of the Trojans after.
the deftruttion ot T7ay, they go under a ne-
ceflity which is fuperior to all law. Ineicher
of thefe cafes then, but efpecially the twe

L2 ‘ -t
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firft, they cannot be {uppofed to relinquiff
their claim to any of the rights and privileges
of the country from which they go, nor yet to
have forfeited it. No; however remote, they
ftill continue fubjes of the fanie kingdom,
and unlefs {pecially relinquithed, intituled to
all the liberties, privileges, and immunitie$
of that country, of which they form one or
more of the conftituent parts. If this be as
true in fall as it is grateful in fuppofition, the
analogy made by an eminenr writer * between
the American colonies and thofe of Spain,
which he fuppofes to be fettled upon the fame
_principles, and thegefore to be governed by
the fame policy, muft appear very ftrange,
“But the principle upon which it is founded,
is as erroneous as the confequence deduced
from it is derogatory to ENGLISH LiBErTY.
The Amzrican CoLoNTES have been entire-
fettled by thofe who came under the immedi-
ate prote&lon and countenance of the govern-
ment, or fled to it as an alylum from arbl-
trary and opprefiive power. A due confider-
ation of the rights they claim, and the duties
they owe to the mother country, may be ne-
ceffary in fome degree'to afcertain with pre-
cifion the advantages that will accrue from a

compleat
* Dr, Straban’s Preface to Domat’s Civil Law.
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-gompleat, and perfet Union. Thefe rights
and duties are RECIPROCAL, as well as the
Intereft which arifes from them.

THE Rights we claim are the full and free
enjoyment of constiTutionan LIBERTY,
PROTECTION from foreign invafions, and ex-
couragement in every commercial intereft, which
does not direétly .interfere with that of the
mother country,

TuE Duties we owe, are QpEp1ENCE under
conftitutional and legal reftriCtions, and an
exclufive preference to the mother country in
every article of commerce and trade.. Under
one or other of thefe heads, however widely
diffufed, may be comprized every duty, either
owing to or from the mother country. And
and it is by a due and mutual obfervance of
thefe only, that their refpective and reciprocal
interefts can be promoted. From this juft
and wife policy will flow all thefe advantages
which render a clofe and perfeét Union fo de-
firable an objet---and thefe may be confider-
ed either as they tend to increafe the power
and glory of Great-Britain, or as they ad-
vancé its grand commercial intereft, and

S become
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‘become- the channels of its wealth, Or with
-regard tothe Colonies, as they conduce to
their fafety, nourifhment and protetion ; for
though the true riches of a nation are faid to
confift in the number of its inhabitants, and
treafures are called the finews of war, it is very
‘certain a nation may be very poor, and very
powerful at the fame time ; or abound with
wealth,and yet be weak and impotent. Rome,
in its early ages, was poor in every thing but
the public {pirit and bravery of her people,
while the was the dread and terror of the
nations round her. And Spain is at prefent
a lively inftance that wealth and power are
not infeparable; who, as the treafures of the
Jndies have flowed in upon her, has loft the
martial animated {pirit of her anceftors.

As fubjects of the fame kingdom, bearing
allegiance to the fame Prince, and controuled
by the fame exccutive power, the Americans
are bound to contribute, in proportion to
their numbers and abilities, to the defence
and fafety of the common caufe, What an
acceflion of power to the Britifb empire then
is three millions of fubjeéts, dutiful, loyal

and brave, who have on many occafions
diftinguifhed
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diftinguithed themfelves, and fhewn- they+
were not unworthy the glorious ftock from:
which they fprung; who intereft themfelves~
in the honour and glory of the nation, and:

partake of the veneration and refpect due-
to it? :

Here is a fund of hardy, brave foldiers,
inured to fatigue and frugality, ready. to
engage in the fervice of Great-Britain, when=
ever fhe thinks proper to require them.
From this fruitful, this increafing fource,
her armies and navies may receive conftant
fupplies, not of mercenary hierlings ready to
engage in the fervice of the higheft bidder,
but faithful, dutiful children, animated with’
becoming fortitude, freedom and loyalty.
Thefe, if encouraged, cherifhed and protect-
ed, will indeed prove

« Of Britain’s ‘empire't'hc fupport and

ftrength.”
: Thompfon.

In order to make a colony of the moft ufe
and benefit to the mother country, it is ne-

ceffaty that its climats, its foil, and natural
' produce
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produce, fhould be effentially differefit from
hers. This will create a neceffary connection
and dependance between them. The Inter-
changing the commodities and produce of
the one, for thofe of the other, will not only
deftroy the he:rt-burnings and jeaioufy of a
competition, but produce an intercourfe
equally beneficial and Jurable to both, Itis
happy, therefore, when the fubjeéts of Com-
merce cannot be the fame, as they thereby
reap an zdvantage, from which other nations
are excluded, who might either by with-
holding diftrefs them, cor raife the ballance
againit them when their neceflities were
not mutsal and equal. In this refpect, Great-
Britain s peculiarly happy n lier Colonies,
whofe wide extent and different {itustions in-
clude a variety of climates, foils and produce,
and thus form a proper bafis for .the com-
mercial intereft, to which every other con-
fideration fhould fubmit. The iflands produce
commodities which the mother country muft
ufe, and yet cannot raife; thefe therefore fhe
muft procure by an intercourfe with her co-
lonies, or lie at the mercy>of thofe powers
whofe intereft it might occafionally . be to
diitrefs
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diftrefs her. But what adds to the ad-
vantage is, that the fubjectsof commerce are
tot only eafily procured, but procured by
a mutual exchange, equally convenient and
fatisfattory to both; and at the {fame time a
large revenue fecured, not only upon the
home confumption, but on the furplus be-
yond their refpetive wants and neceflities.
Thus alfo, as to the continent, Gieat-Britain,
both as a naval and commercial nation, would
be in a critical, dangerous fituation, if the
did not hold within her own reach, all the
-materials neceflary for the fupport of both,
An intire dependance upon any of her neigh-
bours for one neceflary article would, in fome
degree, make her fubje@ to that neighbour,
But her Colonies fet her above every appre-
henfion of this kind. Her Northern provinces
abound with timber of every kind, neceffary
for building and equipping her navies, Im-
menfe bodies of Ore, both Iron and Copper,
are already difcovered and ufefully emiploy-
ed; and, doubtlefs, much more lies ftill con-
cealed in the bowels of the earth, whole
foil, it properly cultivated and encouraged,

is richly produ&ive of Hemp and Flax; for
M the
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the former of which Greas-Britain pays, cont-
munibus annis, f.300,000 fterling.  Her
more Southern Colonies furnifh her with the
few remaining marnne articles of Pitch, Tar
and Turpentine,

Here then are found all the materials of
Timber, Iron, Cordage, and every other {pe-
cies of Naval Stores, neceffary for the fupport,
nay, the exiftence ot Great-Britain as a ma-
ritime power.  Should I here mention bodies
of Saltpetre, the fpontaneous produce of the
earth, I may perhaps be thought too pre-
mature; but if the promifing appearances of
that ufeful and expenfive, but neccffary com-
modity, be happily confirmed, here is a new
fource of national wealth and independance.
A large and conftant ballance, which Greaz-
Britain pays to the Indies in {pecie, will be
inftantly faved, and a furer, quicker, and
cheaper fupply at once fecured. Next to
the fubjects of Commerce, which are necef-
fary to enable the mother country to main-
tain her independance and rank among the
other powers of Ewurope, we may place all
thefe, which are articles of convenience,
Luxury, and the furplus of thofe com-

modities
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modities which are not applied to naval
purpofes. The real and abfolute neceffaries
of life are but few, the fubjefts of Com-
merce are many and various, as they contri-
bute not only to the real, but the imaginary,
capricious wants, of mankind, To provide
therefore againft thefe wants, upcn advan-
tageous terims, is a juflt and neceffary policy;
and there are few, very few, of thefe articles,
which the colonifts cannot furnifh, under
proper encouragements. The iflands tender
‘the various produce of their climate equal in
quantity and quality with thofe of their neigh-
bours., The Southern Colonies of North-
America have, as far as the infancy of the
country will permit, produced the different
articles of Silk, Rice, Indigo, Tobacco, and
even the Tea plant has not been altogether
uncultivated. Some of thefe have been car-
ried to a much greater degree of cultivation
than others ; but where it has, Greas-Britain
has received a proportionate benefit, In the
inftance of Tobacco only, the has become not
only the fole vender, but almoft the fole ma.
nufaturer tor Europe, befides the immenfe
revenue flowing immediately inta her ex-
chequer,

‘ M 2 and
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‘Wines are anarticle of luxury, and it
is perhaps upon that account they have
not been fo much attended to by the frugal,
temperate American; but it is certain, not
only from theory, but experience, that the
fituation and foil of many parts of this ex-
tended continent, are well adapted for pro-
ducing them. To what degree of perfetion
not only the cultivation of thefe, but the
other articles of convenience and luxury may
arrive, is difficult to determine; but it is caly
to fee, that the great, the eventual profit, will
terminatein Great- Britain. 1 mentioned before
the produce of the Colonies as Naval Steres,
but confidered as the raw materials of great
and ,exte;']ﬁv.e manufactories, which givebread
to thoufands; and of idle, clamorous
ftarving fubjets, make ufeful and induftrious
citizens, I cannot err, when I fay they are
immenfely ufeful to their mother country,
Upon a view of the foreign trade of Grea:-
Britein, we fhall find, that except that to
Poriugel, the ballance is againft her in every
one. To Ruffia, to Sweden, to Denmark, to
Germany, the pays annually large fums in
{pecie, for thofe very commodities which her
Asmerican Colonies can and do produce; and
a grca&writer has obferved, ¢That a country

¢ which
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#¢ which conftantly exports fewer manufac.
¢ tures or commoditics than it receives, will
¢ foon find the ballance finking, will re-
“ ceive lefs and lefs, till falling into extreme
¢ poverty, it will receive nothing at all.”

HerE then we may trace the great utility of
the Colonies, not only that they afford a con-
ftant and fure fupply of the fubjects ot com-
merce, neceffary for the fupport of the power
and manufattures of the mother country,
butin that the has an indifputable exclufive
preference in the fale of them; and the Colo-
nies in return are the fixed and conftant
cuftomers for all her manufattures and com-
modities, to which they are indifpenfably
obliged to give the preference over thofe of
other countries ; for as the defign of colo-
nizing was not to found a new empire, but
to extend the old, there is no impropriety in
appropriating the trade of the Colonies to
the mother country only. Ifthe ballance
was therefore in favour of Colonies, as is the
cafe between Great-Britain and the Eaft-
Indies, it would be more eligible it thould fall
into the hands of its own fubjelts, however
remote, than into thofe of a foreign power.

But where that ballance is actually and
_greatly.
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greatly in favour of the mother country, it
becomes an intereft that ought to be very
dear ; to the cultivating of which, the greateft
care and attention of government fhould be
applied. That this is the cafe of Great-
Britain and her continential Colonies, the vaft
exportation of bullion, and the fill remain-
ing debt of five millions, moft evidently
evince, With what a rapid, aftonithing pro-
grefs, this beneficial, this lucrative trade has
advanced, the growing increafe of the ex-
ports declare, which arofe from the Year
1744, from [£. 1,436,227, to the amazing
amount of £. 2,710,520. To this the mo-
ther country, in a great meafure,owes her con-
tinuance as a trading nation, when deprived
of her valuable Levant trade and her inter- -
courfe even with Portugal greatly diminithed,
and leffened by her active induftrious rivals,
the French and Dutch. It is from this foun-
tain thofe treafures flow, which enable her to
.pay the refpetive ballances to thofe countries
with whom the trades, on a difadvantageous
footing. America, it is true, does not extra&
them immediately from her own bowels. She
has a more valuable and durable refource, in
the
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i the labour and induftry of her inhabitants;
who exchange the furplus of their commodi-
ties, beyond their own confumption, (and
which might, in fome refpe&s, interfere with
the ftaples of the mother country, or at leaft
be ufelefs to her) for thofe treafures which
are only valuable to the colonifts, as they
enable them to difcharge paft, and contraét
future engagements for the manufactures of
Great-Britaip.

WhaiLg, therefore, the poffefles a market,
which the can call exc/afively her own, fubjed
to her own regulations, and the ballance
always in her favour; whatever the Colonies
may acquire from any collateral branches of
trade, will quickly flow to the mother coun.
try,%s the great centre of all their external
profits.  To 'reftrain, therefore, or rather
ftop up thofe channels of remittance, is, in
effe¢t, to prohibit the confumption of the
manufatures of Great-Britain, as our defires
to procure them have at all times been equal
to, and fometimes exceed, our ability to pay
for them. Whence it follows, that a policy
which enfures a {fmall immediate revenue, at
the expence of a great, though indiret

national
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national gain, is'mean and fordid; unworthy
the noble enterprizing fpirit of a commercial
aation.

Burt I fhould leave this fubjet very imper-
fect indeed, if I fhould omit two great funds
of national wealth and power, the Fisueries
and the Fur-Traps. The firft of thefe is
a mine richer than that of Potofi, and more-
inexhauftible. FQr while our Fitheries ferve
as a great fubject of commerce, they are alfo
a fruitful nurfery of brave, hardy feameny
trained up to fatigue, to difficulty and danger.

Tue Fur-Trape, which is now fecured
almoft beyond the reach of accident, is dou-
bly valuable, as it is enjoyed folely and ex-
elufively---an advantage whichis not confined
to a monopoly of the raw materials, and en-
hances their price only, but enables Great-
Britain to be both the merchant, and the
manufacturer alfo, and that upon her own
terms ; while other nations muit depend up-
on a precarious uncertain fupply, which
which may either be raifed in its price, or

totally withheld, as the fluctuating policy of
intereft or frtendﬂnp thall requlre This
‘ acqmﬁtlon ‘
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zcquifition is not only valuable, as it will
probably fevive a languifhing, dying manu-
factory, but as it is a prefent, an a&ual, and
confiderable f{ource of revenue, both on the
home confumption, and alfo on that of
foreigners. -

Trrseare a few of the principal advantages
with which a proper cultivation, eftablifhment
and tender regard of the Colonies may be
attended to the mother country. She has
likewife many inferior ones. The refidence of
thofe of afAuent fortunes who may be led thi-
ther by veiws of education, or mere curiofity
is not altogether unworthy regard. Thefe all
depend on, and can only flow from a perfect
compleat Union----by fupporting that relati-
onthip between the Mother country and her
Colonies, which has planted in their bofoms
{o firong and lively an affettion, as to dif-
tinguith Great-Britain by the tender endear-
ing appellation of Home.

Burt ’tis time now that we fhould turn to
the Covronies and fee what advantages they
may propofe to themfelves from a dutiful and
affeGtionate Unton with the mother country 3
and from our paft feelings we fhall readily

N acknowledge
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acknowledge we ftand in need of her protec-
tion, nurture- and care. Expofed by our
fituation, by a rivalfhip and competition of
Interefts, and yet in a ftate of infancy, it.
would be extremely difficult, if not impof-
fible, to form any Union among ourfelves.
that would be fufficient to repel the attacks
of a formidable invader. In this weak, this
defencelefs ftate, therefore, we muft look up
to our indulgent parent, whofe vigorous,
falutary aid we have fo often already expe-
rienced. Upon her we muft rely for fupport,
and under her wing thelter ourfelves againfh
any attempts of thofe, whofe principles and
‘government are incompatible with our Re-
ligion and Liberty. A {eparation would be
attended with certain ruin to the Colonies,
in their prefent fituation, as they muft ne-
ceflarily fall a prey to one or other of thofe
powers, who would inatch with eagernefs fo
tempting.a prize.

Tz firft principle of nature, felf-prefer-
vation, therefore, ditates to the Colonies, a
{teady, a ftrict adherence to the mother coun:
try, as upon that depends the enjoyment of
every nvaluable privilege of a civil or religi-
@us nature, But we.may not only confider her:
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as the proteGtor, but as the nurfing mother
of her Colonies. Arts, Sciences, Agriculture
and Commerce, rife by flow degrees, and are
long before they arrive to any degree of per-
fection, They are not of quick or fpon-
taneous growth. -They muft be planted,
cherifhed and encouraged. And have we not
-experienced the tendernefs of our mother
country in this refpet, by her bounties dif-
perfed not only in public channels, but by
private focieties and patriotic individuals?
.Have we not reafon to expeét a continuance
and perhaps an increafe of her benevolent
efforts in our behalf ? Thus taking our enter-
prizing genius by the hand, and leading it
on in the paths of induftry and ufeful im-
provements.

To turn the attention of the Colonies tp
the cultivation of thofe fubjetts of Commerce
which the mother country does not, or can-
not produce, tho’ to her it may be eventually
profitable, is to the Colonies immediately and
direétly fo; and when it is done by mild, by
bountiful meafures, deferves our gratitude
and thankful returns. A fixed and perma-
nent Union between Great-Britain and her
Colonies, is ablolutely neceffary for the pre-

N2 fervation
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-fervation of the peace and harmony of their
internal adminiftration. For to form the
conftitution and plan of a new government,

.or even to new model and revife the old, is
no eafy or inconfiderable tafk. That of the
mother country has been the work of ages;
and, to ufe the words of an eminent writer,

feems diGtated by wildom ielf. While,
therefore, the colonifts can enjoy all the blef
fings of an Englifb conftitution undiminifhed

‘and uninterrupted, it would be fuperlative
madnefs and folly to run the rifk of a change,
which could not poflibly be for the better,
and might be infinitely worfe. Unconneéted
and divided as they are at prefent, both in
-{ituation and intereft (owing to the difference
of Settlement, of Charters, of Religion, and
Commerce, which are”often clathing) how
dificult, and next to impoeffible, would it be
to refcue them from a ftate of anarchy ; and
form a conftitution, for-which T will venture
to fay from the extent of America, there can
no precedent be found; a conftitution which
at the fame time that it reconciles thefe jar-
ring interefts, muft preferve every religious
and civil Liberty intire ?

Tue
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Tac difficulties of an Union forthe purpofes
of empire, are almoft infuperable. To canton
out the provinces into petty independent
kingdoms, befides the arduous tafk of fettling
the internal police, would fubje&t them not
only to perpetual quarrels with each other,
but render them an eafy prey to fome foreign
‘power, as they would fingly be weak, though
united under one head, truly formidable.
The only remaining refource of defperate
diftrefs, muft be to form the provinces into
diftriéts, having full power of legiflation
within themfelves---but fubje&t to the con-
traul .of fome fupreme, fuperintendant au-
thority raifed out of the collettive body, as
in fome inftances in Germany, or with more
probability like Holland or Switzerland. But
this the vaft extent of the Colonies will render
almoft impofiible, as it would give being to
an ariftocracy---a kind of government as re-
pugnant to the genius and temper of America,
as defpotic monarchy.

I THEREFORE repeat it, that the prefer-
vation of our laws, commerce, and every
other bleffing of domeftic peace, by the wife
policy of the mother country, can only be
made the bafis of a clofe and firm conneétion
between her and them.

NexT
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NexT to the fecurity of a ftate, its wealth
and convenience are to be regarded, and to
judge how beneficial Great-Britainis to the
Colonies in this refpect, it may be proper to
remark, that as other countries produce the
{fame commodities, and have hitherto been
able to underfell the dmericans in a variety of
articles, wherever an exclufive, or even a pre-
ferable market has been given to the latter,
the advantage muft be obvious. This has
been done in many inftances by prohibitions,
or by duties charged on fuch commodities as
interfered with thofe from the Colonies, which
in fome cafes amount to a prohibition. The
Britifb Whale Fifhery has been almoft wholly
‘given up, in favour of the American Fifheries.
Sugars, Hemp, Indigo and Tobacco, befides
a variety of other articles from the Colo-
nies, have met with every mark of encourage-
ment, while the fame commodities from other
countries have been difcountenanced,or whol-
ly prohibited. This is wife and juft policy in
the mother country, at the fame time that
it difcovers a tender regard to her children,
and makes it their intereft to unite more
clofely. In fhort they have every thing that
can make a nation great, happy and power-

ful to hope from a Union, every thing that is

danoerous to fear from a divifion.
¢ Divide
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« Divide et impera,” was the Roman mot-
to. May it not be applicable to Greaz-
Britain and her American Colonies, who, if
united, have proved themfelves equal, nay
fuperior to two of the principal powers of
Europe; bat if divided, if ftruggling with in-
teftine commotions and civil difcord, I fear
will prove unable to contend with either.
This, to ufe the expreflion of a great and
eminent friend of the Colonies, is the grand
FamiLy CompacT, which muft be cemented
by every tie of duty, loyalty and affetion
from the Provinces, and everv mark of kind
prote&ing tendernefs from the mother coun-
try. A fatal, undefcerning policy had almoft
fnapt thefe interefting cords afunder, never
perhaps to have been clofed again; but the
guardian genius of Britain and of Americe
ftept between them and ruin, and with out-
ftretched hand faved a finking nation.

‘Tue Romans decreed a crown to him who

faved the life of a citizen in battle; but what
crowns or ftatues can do fufficient honour to

the Man or Men who fave a country, a king-
dom, in the hour of diftrefs, and refcue a fal-
ling ftate from the brink of ruin? Rome may
juftly boaft her Brutus’s, her Curtins’s, her
Cato’s
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Cato’s and her Tully’s---they were the Prrrs,
the Conways and the Barres of that age, alike
warmed by the facred fire of Lierty, alike
crowned with Immortality, and handed down
to pofterity the wonder and delight of ad-
miring nations. Thefe glorious architeéts;
nobly aided by many others whofe names
will be held in long veneration, have prop’d
the tottering fabrick of the Britifh Empirs,
and pointed out that noble, generous policy,
which will make one great fyftem of govern-
ment, whereof Britain will be the common
centre of attraction.

Unpzr fuch a policy, we can with joy look
forwards, and behold Peace, LiserTy and
Commerce diffufing their kindly influence
over all the parts of GrREAT-BrITAIN’s Em-
pire; whofe true happinefs and permanent
{fecurity can be no way effettually eftablifhed
but by ¢ a perpetual Unrion between her and
her American CorLonies!”

End of DISSERTATION III,
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DISSERTATION IV,
By Frawcis Hopxinson, Efg;

'ﬁ"’”"'.“’"ﬁ*T this important juncture; when
{K A e theeyes of all America are lifted
H w £ td the mother country in anxious
o e expeftation; when tretiibliag fear
or bold defiance, enlivening hope or myfteri-
ous furmife, diftra&t every breaft and fit in
every brow; what fubjeét can be more inte-
refting than the ¢ Reciprocal advantages of a
perpetual Union between Greas-Britain and
her Colonies”? and yet there is no fubject,
perhaps, which the public is {o little difpofed
to receive with candour, and judge of with
impartiality,. How then fhall a native of
America, and an unexperienced writer, ef-
pecially in matters of fuch high importance,
prefume to draw his pen? But the worthy
" Gentleman who has propofed this fubject,
and back’d his propofal with the reward of
diftinguifhed honour, has raiféd in us who are
Q candidates
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candidates on this occafion, that ambitioss
which hath, in all ages, prompred men to
greater undertakings than cooler judgement
would have fuffered them to engage in.

I po not-mean, in this /iztle Effay, to cal-
culate the advantages of trade between Greas-
Bri ain and her Colonies, in order to fhew
that they are reciprocal. By the very nature
of Commerce they muft be fo. There is no
country in the world that exports ftaple com-
modities or manufactures,but for anadvantage
to be gained; or imports them, but for the
fame reafon.

As the God of nature has adapted different
countries to abound in different kinds of pro«
duce, or excell in various ufeful arts; it is
evident, that a commercial intercour{e muft
redound to the benefit of the whole. But how
mut this advantage be increafed when we
confider that Great Britain, in her trade with
her Colonies, does not fupport a foreign peo-
ple, whofe religion, politics and cuftoms are
different from her own; but fhe fupports and
sourifhes her own offspring, at the fame time
that fhe enriches herfelf by the natural profits
of an extenfive trade; and the ftrengthens
herfelf by proteting and encouraging her
own religion, government and cuftoms, tranf-

planted to America,
COMMERGEE-
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Commerce between Great-Britain and her
Colonies, is like the wholefome food which a
man eats. He cannot fay, his head, his
hands or his feet, are more particularly bene-
fited by it; but the finer parts thereof circu-
late through the whole body, and the whole
body is nourifhed and fupported.

THE three grand objects worthy the atten-
tion of a wife people, are the ftate of their
Commerce, Liberty and Religion. If the Com-
merce, the Liberty, and Religion, both of Great-
Britain and her Colonies can alone be fup-
ported and ftrengthened by a clofe and lafting
Union between them, then the reciprocal ad-
wantages of fuch an Union muft be felf-
evident. :

I uavs flightly touched the firft of thefe.
“There have been {o many accurate mercantile
calculations made in almoft every pamphlet
that has been lately publithed on the fubje&,
that I take it for granted, as a truth univerfally
admitted, that the advantagesof trade between
Great-Britain and her Colonies are reciprocal.

Wirn refpeét to political Liberty, thould
it not be the glory of England to tranfplan,
to water and carefully to nurfe, even ina

Oz diftant
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diftant land, a fyftem of government which
is the admiration of the world; and fhould
‘ot America adopt, and chearfully fubmit to
fuch a government? Were it poffible for
Great-Britain, with an high and arbitrary
hand, to think of fhatching from her Colonies
the effential privileges of Englifbmen, and yet
would have them fubmit as Englifhmen to her
governmment, and bear only the name and ap-
pearance of the free-born fons of Liberty ; it
would be to drefs her flaves in livery, anddeck
America in robes of paper, to make her the
contempt and derifion of every other nation,
On the other hand, thould the Colonies, with
bafe ingratitude, attempt to threw off all
dependance on the mother country, they
would put themfelves in the fituatien of a
filly girl, who leaves the guidance and pro-
teltion of a wife and affectionate parent, and
wandering away expofes herfelf to ruin by
the artful infinuations of every wicked and
defigning ftranger. But why thould the
imutual connection between the parent.
country and her Colonies ever come ‘into
queftion? Are we not cne nation and cne
people? 2nd do we not own obedience to

one
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one common King? Thofe who adopt the
fame religion, the fame plans of government,
and the fame cuftoms, are undoubtedly of
the fame nation. Different climates and dif-
ferent foils mark out countries, but not
nations. We of America, are in all refpetts
Englifbmen, notwithftanding that the Aslantic
rolls her waves between us.and the throne to
which we all ewn allegiance., Nor can we,
though in ever fo flourithing a ftate, throw off
our dependance, or diffolve this Union, with-
out breaking the very bonds of nature. As
well might the branch fay unto the trunk,
See how I glow with blofioms and wave with
foliage: I have no further need of thy fap,
keep it for thy.own nourifhment!

. On the other hand, does not Greas-Britain
by tranfplanting her conftitution into America, -
as a {cion from the ftock, propagate her own
likenefs? Nay, does the not make unto her-
felf another crown and another {ceptre?

In all attacks that fhall be made upon
‘Great-Britain by the numerous rivals of her
power, and enemies to her profperity; her
golonies, like a number of dutiful -and pro-

mifing
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mifing children, growing up round her, wilf

“mere and more add to her ftrength, and
contribute to her importance. And fhould
it ever happen, amid the revolution of things
human, that thofe enemies fhould prevail
againft her, what could her fons lofe but the
beautiful ifland they have fo long poffeffed?
Even in that cafe (which we truft and believe
will never happen) they might find in the
Colonies a fure afylum; thither they might
remove with all the noble privileges of
their conftitution, as to a people and coun.
try they can call their own; and the Britifh
throne might yetr fhine with undiminifhed
glory even in the prefent wilds of America.

Lastry, with refpett to the religious li-
berties of the people of England, how precious
they are, let the price which has been paid
for them declare------ And thefe will be as
much ftrengthened by a perpetual Union with
the colonies, as their civil liberties.

Burt exclufive of this confideration, it cer-
tainly muft be the glory of Great-Britain to
propagate, protet and encourage in her co-
lonies that facred fyftem of religious truth

which
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which the holds fo dear. lndeed that {he
“herfelf judges in this manner is evident froin

her many charitable donatioas for promoting
the intereft of learning and virtue in America.

In fhort, the Proteftant Religion, and par~
ticularly that excellent branch of it the na«
tional Church of England, is the pute and
healthful air in which the political conftitution
of Great Britain, moves and breathes with
health and vigour; religious Liberty being
hereby fixed on as firm and broad a bafis as
Civil Liberty ; both of whichare {o effentially
intterwoven with the nature of her govern-
ment, thatit cannot be adm:niftered without
them. Nor can her empire be more cffec-
tually ftrengthened, than by extending with
it whatever fhe finds valuablé in her own pof=
feffion. Thisis her intereft, and it muft be-
her honour, as it is likewife the intereft and
honour ot the Colonies to receive, nourifhx
and join with her in the fupport of every
thing of this kind, which can only be done
by a perpetual Union between them.

How deteftable then muft the politician

be, who fhall ever attempt to kindle the de-
frructive
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ftruétive. -flames of jealoufy between: twd
friends, whom ndture feems to have united i
the clofeft. bonds, and whofe hearts and in-
terefts are and ever ought to be one? Should
any one ever fucceed in this (which God for-
bid) I doubt not but that after much cruel
conterition and unnatural bloodfhed, each
would rufh into the other’s arms, and em-
phatically cry out; ¢ We are both in the
wrong:”

Tuis fubje& might be expanded into vo-
lumes, and no doubt will be; butI leave the
full difcuffion of it to more able hands; and
humbly hope this Zitzle Effay wil be accepted
as the oblation of one who intimately feels
the importance of this great truth, that < a
perpetual Union between Great-Britain and
her Colomes will ever be reciprocally ad-

vantageous.”
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