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PREFACE,
ADDRESSED TO

JOHN SARGENT\ Efq;
Member of Parliament, &c.

Worthy SIR,
^XXXXftS the following Differtations owe
ysty A their birth to your judicious4X choice of the fubjeft, and liberal
€€<XVXC« encouragement or it, they now
naturally wait upon you for your protection
and countenance. Your original defign
having been only to excite a noble emulation
among the youth of an infant Seminary, in
a remote part of the world, and to turn their
early attention to a matter of very high and
national importance, you will not look for
any thing in the execution beyond their
years, their experience, or opportunities of
information.

Your known candor will likewife lead

you to confider the peculiar difficulties,
arifing from the times and circumilances, in
which thefe pieces were compofed. An aft
of the Britijh parliament had become the

a 2 . . fatal
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fatal caufe of an unhappy breach of that
Union which had lb long fubfifted (and ever
ought to fubli..)between the Colonies and the
mother country ♦, and very general were the
agitations and uneafinefs thereby produced
on this fide of the Atlantic. Even hoary age,
and men of the moft fubdued paffions among
us, admitting the moft plenary jurifdi&icn qf
a Eritijh Parliament, could not, in this par¬
ticular cafe, but confider their condudt as at
leaft unkind to their American fellow fubjefls,
,in defiring (without any preient neceffity
that appeared to us) to come between us and
our Sovereign, and to lay a foundation which
might eafily have b en drawn into a prece¬
dent for depriving us of all future oppor¬
tunities of teftifying our loyalty, by the free
and voluntary grant of our own money.

If, then, fuch was the light in which the
cod and the aged confidered this matter, ex-

.preffions of a warmer and more unguarded
kind might have drp,pt from the pens of
youth! Yet no fuch thing appears in the
following Differtations, which are laid before
the public in the genuine form and drefsi
wherein they were prefented by their authors.

Noi
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Nor was it poffible that the fmalleft addition^
or alterations could be made confident witty
the plan purfued in the execution of your
truft*, which plan you ought to have an
account of, and it may all'o be of ufe to

preferve it here, by way of precedent for
future occafions of the like kind.

Several confiderations having prevented
the Truftees of the College from propofmg
your Medals to be contended for by the
youth, the firft year after the receipt of them;
they were at laft propofed, by an adver-
tifement as follows, viz.

College of Philadelphia-, March 6, 1766.
tc Whereas John Sargent, Efq* mer~

fc chant in London, and member of Par-
“ liament, hath prefented to this College a
“ * Gold Medal, for the beft Englijh effay
“ on the reciprocal advantages of a perpetual
“ Union between Great-Britain and her Arr.e-
“ rican Colonies.——Notice is hereby given,
“ by order of the Truftees, that the faid
tc Medal will be difpofed of at the enduing

“ com¬

monly fo mach of the advertifement is here inferted
£S relates to the difpoiinon of the Medal, which produced
the. following Eflaysj Mr. Sargent’s other Medal not

ing yet difpofed of.
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44 commencement in May,• for the beft eflay
44 that (hail be produced on the iubjed pro-
46 pofed, by any of thofe who have received
44

any degree, or part of their education in
44 this College—And as the faid fubjed is
44 one of the molt important which can at
44 this time employ the pen of thzpatriot or
44 fcholar, and is thus left open to all thofe
44 who have had any connedion with this
44 College, either as ftudents or graduates,
44 it is hoped, for the hopour of the Seminary,
** as well as their own, they will nobly exert
44 themfelves on a fubjed fo truly animating,
44 which may be treated in a manner alike
44 interefting to good men, both here and in
4‘ the mother country.

44 Each candidate is defired to prefix a
*4 motto, and a mark or device to his per-
44 formapce, and feal it up, without his name,
44 in a feparate cover. He is then to put his
44 name upder another fealed cover, writing
44 on the outfide of this cover the fame motto
44 and mark or device, which he has prefixed
44 to his performance.

44 The utmofl: impartiality will be ob-
44 fcrved by the Truftees and Profeffors in

examining
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u examining the feveral performances, with-
44 out opening any of the covers that contain:
44 the names, till it is firfl: determined which
44 of the performances is entitled to the
44 Medal, and then only that cover will be
44 opened on which the motto is written that
44 direds to the name of the perfon entitled
44 to the prize, which lhall be given in pub-
44 lie at the enfuing commencement; and
44 therefore the feveral candidates are delired
44 to lend their compofitions and names fealed
44 and covered as aforefaid, to the Provolt,
44 on or before the 8th day of May.”—

On the 8 th day of May -accordingly nine
different performances were produced, on a
careful perufal of which, the three im¬
mediately following were laid alide for a fe-
cond reading; after which the Medal was
unan.moufly decreed to the firft. The fecond
alfo was judged a mafterly, judicious and
fenlible performance, worthy of a Medal
alfo, if there had been another for the fame
fubjed; and the third was likewife greatly
approved of as a fpirited performance, fo far
as it went; and it was agreed that the pub¬
lication of both, together with the prize-

piece,
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piece, would be of fervice at this crlfis; whid?
determination was immediately inferted in
the public papers 5 in purfuance whereof the
modeft and ingenious youth, who is author
of the fecond Differtation, gave leave to pub-
lifh it with his name. The author of the
third Differtation, wrote* concerning his
piece, that he 44 had but two days to fpare,
44 from a particular hurry of bufinefs in hist
44 profeffion, to prepare it in; and that fo far
44 from thinking it difgraced by being the
44 third beft* he would have rejoiced, for the
44 honor of the Seminary in which he received
44 his firft education, if all the other fix had
44 been fuperior alfo *, and that if there were
44

any obfervations in it which had not oc-
44 curred to the other gentlemen, or were
44 likely to ferve as hints for abler pens to fet
44 fo important a fubjedt in a proper light, he
44 readily confented to its publication; but
44 requeued, for particular reafons, that his
44 name might not be annexed to it.”

The fourth little piece is the produ&ion
of an ingenious fon of the college, in his own
eafy unpremeditated way. He has by many
compofuions done honor to the place of his

education;
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education*, and by this, which was only the
;fudden work of a few hours of that day, in
Which the other pieces were under exami¬
nation, he meant not to come in compe¬
tition for the prize, but only to throw his
mite into the general (lock. After his de¬
parture to England, fome of his friends
•having defired it to be pubhfhed, with the
three firft pieces, it was accordingly annexed;
and had any of the authors of the other five
remaining pieces, or their triends, made the
like requeft, they would have been indulged
in it. . Ind ed mod; of them would have
well deferved to be laid before the pub¬
lic, had we not been afraid that the repetition
of many of the fame fentiments, which muft
unavoidably run through them all, on the
fame fubject, would at iength become tire-
fome to the reader.

We have on!y now to mention the oc-
cafion of the following Eulogium. By your
own propofal, as well as by order of the
Truftees of the Co.lege, the Mfecal was to
be conferred at a j. ublic commencement.
Wherefore, at the commencement. May
20th, 1766, immediately alter the valedic-

b tory
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f oration, the Hon, John Penn, Efq;
Governor of the province, as Prefident of
the Trustees of the College, delivered the
Medal to the Provoit, ordering him to confer
it in public agreeable to their previous deter¬
mination. The Provoft accordingly acquaint¬
ed the audience that the fame had been
decreed to John Morgan, M.D. F^R.S.
&c. and profelfor of the theory and practice
oi phyfic in the College of Philadelphia *, and
then requefted Dr. Morgan to deliver his
Difiertation in public \ which being finilhed*
the Eulogium accompanied the conferring
of the Medal.

f
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A N

EULOGIUM,
On the delivery of Mr. Sargent’s Prize-

Medal at the public Commencement' in
the College of Philadelphia, May, 1766.

By WILLIAM SMITH, D. D. ProT
voft of that College.

fPublifhed by dejire.)
$ I R,

AS the reward of your great meritin this elegant performance, I am,
in the name of the Truftees and

Pacuky of this College, as well as in behalf
of the worthy Donor, to beg your acceptance
of this Gold Medal—Its intrinfic value

may not be an objedl of much conficieration
to you; but the truly honourable circum-
Itances, by which it now becomes yours,
muft render it one of'the mod valuable

jewels in your pofTefiion.
b 2 Adorned
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Adorned tho’ you have been with honors*

in diftant lands, yet we truft thofe will not
be the leaft acceptable to you, which your
native country beftows.

That the firft literary prize, contended
for in this Inftitution, fhould fall to the {hare
of one of its eldeft foils, who, to much genius
and application, has joined much knowledge
of the world, will not feem ftrange. Yet ft ill,
for the honor of the Seminary, and what will
nor derogate from your honor, it will appear
that you have obtained this pre-eminence
over no mean competitors.

Some of our younger fons (among whom
we ought not to omit the name of the modeft
and candid * Watts, with fome others .even

of inferior Handing) have exhibited fu.ch vi¬
gorous efforts of genius, and tread fo ar¬

dently on the heels of you and others their
feniors, that it will require the utmofl ex¬
ertion of all your faculties, the continual
{training of every nerve, if you would long
whh to lead the way to them, in the great
career of Fame,

O NOBLE

* Author of the fecond of the following DifTertations.
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0 noble con teft! O happy feat of Science!

to behold fych a di 'ine emulation among thy
Tons, kindled by the ardent defire of glory,j
and fupported on thofe liberal principles-
which true Literature alone can infpirei

Much do we owe to you, Gentlemen, on
this occafion, much eyery way— much for the
pains you have taken to do honor to the
place of your education*,, and much for the’
public teftimpny you have given in its favor,
declaring that here you have imbibed the true
principles of Liberty, and have learned from
your “ early Jyouth that your head, your
** heart and your hand fhould ever be at the
“ fervice of your country”—

True it is, Gentlemen, that we have pub-
lickly inculcated—and it was our duty to
inculcate, on you, w that j) if there be any
4t thing on this earth fuited to the native dig-
46 nity of the human mind, and worthy of con-

w tention,

J See Dr. Morgan’s DifTertation, who was one of the
jfirft graduates.

|| Thele quotations are from a charge delivered by
the author of this Eulogium, to the firft clafs of gra¬
duates in the College of Philadelphia, M.iy 17th, 1757'.
Dr. Morgan was on6 of this clafs.
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se tention, it mult be to afiert the caufe of
“ Religion and Truth; to fupport the fun-
4C damental rights and liberties of mankind $
44 and to ftrive for the conflitution of your
46 country, and a government by known laws,
*4 freely confented to by yourfelves, or your
«4 certain delegates.5*

"We have exhorted you, “ when your
tc country calls, to be all eye and ear and
44 heart and voice and hand, in a caufe fo
44 glorious; proceeding with a manly and
44 intrepid fpirir, with a fervent and en-
44 lightened zeal; fearlefs of danger, un-
44 daunted by oppofition, and convincing
44 the world that Liberty is your unconquer -
44 able delight, and that you are fworn foes
44 to every Ipecies of bondage either of body
44 or of mind.55 *

But however much it might have been out

duty to deliver leffons of this kind, fmali
would have been the honour we fliould have
derived from them, ifyou, Gentlemen had not

nobly called thofe lefifons forth into A&ion,
demonftrating by your living example, that
the education you received in this place,

“ was
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w was not a mere art of furnifhing the
“ Head, but a true difeipline of the Life and

Manners.9*

Truly delicate and difficult, we confefs
was the i’ubjed preferibed to you to
treat of “ the reciprocal advantages of a
“ perpetual Union between Great-Britain
“ and her American Colonies,95 at a time when
a fatal Mifunderftanding had untwifted all
the cords of that Union, and the minds of
many were too much inflamed. 1 his difficulty
was likewife cncreafed to us by other coelt
fiderations.

Great-Britain, who, by her liberality, had
raifed this College from a helplefs to a flou-*
rifhing ftaie, had an undoubted demand on
us, in our particular capacity, for all the re^
turns ofgratitude. Yet we could not, we durft:
not, divert the ftreams of Learning from their
facred courfe. Our country, nay all America,
had a right to demand that thole ftreams
fhould be direfted pure along, to water the
goodly Tree of Liberty, nor eyer be
differed to cherilh any foul weed, that would
choak its growth,

In
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In this rr:oft difficult conjuncture, we re¬

joice to behold you, in your early youth,
exercifing all the temper and prudence of the
moft experienced Patriots; freely and duti¬
fully acknowledging in behalf of the mother
country, that, “ *as the defign of colonizing,
u was not to found a new empire, but to ex-
46 tend the old, the Colonies owe obedience
u under all conftitudonal and legal reftric-
41 tions, and a due fubordination in all com-
“ mercial purpoles;” yet firmly afferting
in behalf of the Colonies that they tc are
“ entitled, in return, to the full and free
m(t enjoyment of British Liberty, and ne-
Ci cefiary protection from all external violence
“ ——and that a policy which would enfure
6t afmall immediate, revenue, at the expence
41 of a great, though indirect, national gain,
4* is mean and fordid, unworthy of the gene-
<c rous enterprizing fpirit of a commercial
44 nation-,5* and radically deftruCtive oi the
mutual confidence.

We rejoice that ever we had the leaf! {hare
in forming fentiments like thefe, which have
led you to draw the true line, and power¬

fully
® See Difiertation third.
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fully to ihew that on the everlafting bafis of
reciprocal Inter&JI, and a participation ot con-
ftitutional privileges, and on this alone, our
Union (hall be perpetuated, and “our*
“ bleeding wounds healed up, without fo
“ much as a fear by way of remembrance.”

Here you have (hewn yourfelves entitled
to the name of true Sons of Liberty—
Sons of Liberty indeed ! neither betray¬
ing her facred caufe on the one hand, nor de-
generatingjinto Licentioufnefs on the other—

The occafion now calls me to add refs
a few things to you, Gentlemen, who have
juft received your degrees in this Seminary;
but I would not trefpafs on the patience of
this candid audience.

You have obferved the honors to which li¬

terary merit, and integrity of principles, have
already advanced thofe who have gone be-

. fore you in their ftudies here; and you can¬
not but be fenfible, that of all the glories
refle&ed on this Inftitution, we judge tnofe
the moft folid and tranfporting which we
derive from our own fons.

c The

* See Mr, Watts’s Diflertation.
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The time is fail approaching* and I trufl
your bofoms now glow for it, when you too
fhall, in your turn* have an opportunity of
doing honour to your education, by your
conduct in public life. When that time fhall
come, educated as you have been in the prin¬
ciples of found Liberty, permit us to pro-,
mife ourielves, that you will ever think it
your glory, to be enlifted under her banners,
and to follow her exalted call.

WnATwehaveoften given in folemn charge
to thole who have gone before you, and what
you have often heard delivered in the courfe
of your ftudies here, is, I hope, engraven on
your memories, and need not now be re¬

peated.

You will confider all arts, all fciences, all
eloquence, ail philofophy, as intended to dis¬
cipline the foul for eternity, and fo far as they
center not ultimately in this grand view, they
are at t>ett but empty trifles. Always look
on the feriptures of God as that matter lyilem
of knowledge, by which all other wifdom is
to be regulated and perfe&ed.
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In whatever ftation of life you are, v/£
hope you never will forget your obligations
to this feminary, which will travail, as it were
in pain for you, till you appear on the the¬
atre of a&ion with dignity j and will exped
to find its own children and fons, at leaft,
among' the number of its friends
We wifh you every felicity, and bid you
farewell.

And here I ought to conclude——But the
joyous occafion calls me to return particular
thanks to this fplendid audience for the coun¬
tenance they have given us this day ; and to
congratulate them on the glorious and happy
tur i in the affairs of imerica, whereof yefter-
day f gave us the certain and confirmed
accounts.

When I look back on the dreadful flate-
of ful'pence, in which thefe Colonies have
been fo long agitated ; when, in the room of
foreboding doubt and painful follicitude, I
behold joy in every look, the clouds difperf-
ed, the fun breaking in upon us again, and

c 2 an

■ + The account of the repeal of the American (tamp-
act was received at Philadelphia, the day before the de~
liycry of this Elogium, viz. May 19, 1766.
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an affembly around me in which every man,
rejoices to falute his neighbour as Free

X feel, I Feel, a (ympathy unutter¬
able, and an exultation of foul never felt
before !

O glorious day! O happyAmerica! ifnow
we but know how to prize our happinefs—■-
The unguarded Tallies of intemperate zeal
will foon be forgotten ; but the ftedfaft, the
noble, the patriotic efforts of cool and good
men, fnthe vindication of native and confti-
tutional rights, will more and more claim
the regard of all the Free, in every clime and
age; and perhaps be confecrated by time into
one of the brighteft traniaflions ofour ltory -

alferting our pedigree, and lhe.wing that we
were worthy of having been defcended from
the illuftrious flock of Britons /

The caufe of Liberty, Civil and Religious,
is .the caufe of Britain. herfelf—nay it is the
caufe of heaven ^ and it was with inexprelfible
latisfa&ion that I beheld more than one of the

gentlemen, who have written on the ties of
Union between Grsat-Britain and her co¬

lonies, deriving a very capital argument from
the ties of a Common Religion .

When
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When I review the hiftory of-the world,
and look on the progrefs of Knowledge, .Free*
dom, Arts and Sciences, I cannot but be

ftrongly perfuaded that Heaven has yet glo*
rious purpofes to ferve thro* America.

Civil Liberty, the Proteftant-Religion, the
principles of Toleration, in their purity, ho-?
norable as they are to human nature, fubfift
but in few places of the globe ; and Great-
Britain is their principal refidence,

. Under her aufpices they were tranfplante.d
into America ; where they have got firm,
root, and are flourifhing into immenfe growth
and will bring fuch an accefiion of ftrength
to the general caufe of Liberty and Pro-
teltantifm, that we tmft no power on earth
fliall ever be able to prevail againft their
united ftrength.

This fentiment, it is hoped, will more and
more gain ground among good men both
here and in the mother country $ convincing
them that to check the fpirit of Freedom, or

difcourage the propagation of knowledge here
in America, would, on the part of Great-Britain^

be
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beta wound her own members, and weaken or

deftroy that glorious public fyllem of Truth,
Freedom and Happinefs, whereof Ihe is
the Guardian and the head !

Animated by thefe principles, and guided
by an enlightened zeal, it will become us
to manifeft our gratitude and love to the mo¬
ther country, by every means in our power.
Let us make our moderation known to all the
world ; -bending our whole thoughts to a
virtuous induftry, beneficial to ourfelves
and to Great Britain \ a'&ing “ as Free, but

not ufing our liberty as a cloak of malicious-
pels” or of Licentioufsnefs.



<s^>s^>s05<sO>Os> * tO*aQjgO»sOgi>'^

DISSERTATION
ON THE

Reciprocal ADVANTAGES
O F A

Perpetual UNION
Between G R E A <T - B R I T AIN

And her AMERICAN COLONIES,

FOR WHICH

Mr. Sargent s PRIZE-MEDAL

WAS ADJUDGED TO

JOHN MORGAN, M. D. F.R. S. &c.
and Profeffor of the Theory and Pra&ice
of Phyfic in the College of Philadelphia,



T O

JOHN $ARGENT, Efq;
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT, &c.

THIS ESSAY,
AS A SMALL TESTIMONY OF GRATITUDE

FOR MANY PERSONAL FAVOURS RECEIVED,

AND FROM A DUE SENSE

OF HIS

ACCURATE JUDGMENT AND PUBLIC SPIRIT,

MANIFESTED

AS WELL IN THE CHOICE OF THE SUBJECT

FOR THE FOLLOWING PERFORMANCE,

AS IN THE POLITE AND GENEROUS MANNER

IN WHICH HE PROPOSED IT,

IS MOST HUMBLY INSCRIBED,

BY HIS MUCH OBLIGED,

MOST OBEDIENT,

AND VERY HUMBLE SERVANT,

JOHN MORGAN.



DISSERTATIONi*
On the reciprocal Advantages

' O F A

PERPETUAL UNION
BETWEEN

GREAT -B RIT A IN
AND

Uer AMERICAN COLONIES.

EVER hath the caufe of Liberty
| n f employed the pen of any of her

■¥* votaries upon a fubjedt of greater
™

importance to Britain and her Co¬
lonies, than the reciprocal advantages of which
a perpetual UNION between them muft
neceffarily be produdtive. To inveftigate
thefe advantages, and to place them in a clear
and confpicuous point of view, requires much
{kill and ingenuity, and affords ample fcope
for a vigorous exertion of the brighteft genius,
aflifted and improved by the moft extenfive
literature. ,A competent knowledge of the
great and fundamental principles of govern-

A ment
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ment, of the nature of the BHtiJh conftitutiojj^
the particular rights and privileges. of th$
feveral Colonies, together with the hiftory of
their produce, trade and commerce, is indif-
penfably neceflary to fuch ah undertaking.

Unequal as I am to the arduous talk, and
trembling, left the ijubjedtftiould fuffer under
my -unpradtifed^ hand, I have been alrnoft
tempted to decline it; but when I confider
myfelf at once as a Briton and an American,
and refledt upon the invaluable privileges and
benefits, to which, in both thefe : characters
and capacities, I am fo happy as to be eri-
tituled, every apprehenfion vanifhes j an ho*
neft confidence takes place, and I venture t@
deliver my fentiments, rude and unpolifhed
as they are, upon this interefting theme*
depending for fuccefs upon that love of li¬
berty, and that warm zeal for my country’s?
welfare, with > which my bofom does, and, f
truft, will always glow. ’Tis this alone gives
me reafori to hope, for that candour from my
dear countrymen, to which 1 am well coft*
vinced my poor abilities can lay no claim.

But I have an additional incentive to this

undertaking: for I am called to it, as the fort
of
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ah Inftkution, wherein I imbibed the trufe

principles of Liberty, and was taught to ad*
mire the beauty and excellency of that civil
•conftitution, in which the governing powers
mutually controul, and are controlled by
each other, in which the rights of prince and
people are accurately diferitninated, and li¬
berty and property effectually fecured by a

government of laws, not of men; in. which
pivil and religious rights and privileges are
held facred and inviolable, and declared to be
no lefs the birth-right of the meatteft fubjeCt,
in the moft diftant and obfctire cornet of the

realm, than of the higheff courtier that balks
in the fun-lhine of royal favour.

This Britifh American feminary, which was
founded upon-thefe principles, and is careful
to tranfmit them pure and uncorrupted to all
her children, isjuftly intituled to a greater
tribute from me than 1 have it? ill my powef
to pay. She has often inculcated this leffdri
upon my youth, ic That my headj my hand
and my heart' Ihould be at the fervice of itif
country.’* My head and my hand perhaps
may fail of rendering her fuch afliftances as
{he receives from better heads afid abler

A-2 hahds
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hands: but the prefent occafion will, at leaf!,
enable me to fhew, that I have an heart as

deeply interefted in my country’s welfare, as
any of her fons. ’Tis upon this principle
alone, that I ftand a candidate for the honours
which are now propofed “ to the belt dif-
fertation on the reciprocal advantages of
perpetual Union between Great-Britain and
her colonies.’*

In treating of this important fubjeft, was I
to enter upon a full and compleat enumera¬
tion of all thefe advantages, I fhould doubtlels
exceed the limits ufually preferibed to per¬
formances of this nature. The principal
arguments that I fhall advance in favour of
this perpetual union, fhall be derived from
one or other of thefe two fources.

Firfi, From a confideration of the nature
and extent of the Commerce that fubfifts
between Great-Britain and her Colonies, and
the amazing increafe.of riches and power,
which they reciprocally derive from that Com¬
merce.

Secondly, From the glorious profpedt of
the advancement of die Proteftant Religion,

which
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which they profefs, and fpreading the Gofpel
in its purity, through the vaft benighted re¬
gions of this weftern world.

But a full difcuffion of the feveral argu¬
ments to be drawn even from thefe two

fources, would require a volume, inftead of
a Ihort diflertation. I fhall therefore confine

myfelf chiefly to thofe which may be drawn
from .the firftfource, and only touch upon the
fecond, in the clofe of the performance.

In the firfb place then, if we do but take a
general view of the prefent flourifning con¬
dition of the Colonies, and reflect upon the
very fmall beginnings from which they have
rofe, in fo fhort a time, to fuch a height as
now renders them the richeft jewel in the
crown of Britain; if we confider the figure
that New-England^ Nezv-York, the Jerfeys,
Pennfyivania-i Maryland, Virginia, and Caro¬
lina make at this day, compared with -the
ftate of thefe countries in the hands of their

Original proprietors; if we attend a little to
the amazing increafe of their inhabitants,
their products and exports, the prodigious
quantities of manufactures they, take off

'

from

A general
view of the

prefent ftate
of the colonies
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from England, and. the ballance of trade
which fhe obtains from their commodities*
the (hipping this commerce requires, the Tea¬
men it raifes, the mouths it feeds, the hands
it employs, and the accumulated wealth which
it brings to thoufands, nay millions of fub-
jefts, we cannot but be fully convinced of
the vaft importance and advantage of a per*
petual Union between Great-Britain and her
■American colonies.

improvement. Can the warmed imagination form to itfelf
an idea of aught more fublime and delightful,
than thofe happy effects which commerce^
and the full enjoyment of civil and religious
liberty, have fo fuddenly produced in coun*
tries, which were not long fince the dreary
haunts of favage beads and favage men<
"Where ignorance and barbarity frowned over
the uncultivated earth* gay fields now fmiltf*.
bedecked in the yellow robe of full-eared har-
veftj cities rife majedic to the view*, fleets too
croud the capacious harbour with their fwelh
ing canvas, and fwarms ofcheartul inhabitants
cover the fliore with monuments of their
indudry, through a long tradl of two thou^

< land miles.
From
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From th’s general view of the amazing

increafe of our American Colonies, I naturally
proceed to a particular detail of the advan¬
tages which are derived from them to the
mother country.

Certain it isr that nothing can contribute
more to the flounfhing ftate of any trading
nation, than the eftabliihing of fettlements in
foreign parts. Experience evinces the truth
of this. Their American plantations hereto¬
fore rendered thePortuguefe and Spaniards rich
and powerful; and thefe are now, not only
the greateft and conftant, but almoff the only
fource of their wealth. Nor have either the
French or Dutch been inattentive to this im¬
portant objedt. Witnefs the fettlements of
the latter in the Eaft-Indies, which, by their
application to commerce, under the bleffings
of a moderate government, in a few fcore
years, from the low and dijlrejfedJlatesof Hol¬
land, rendered them high and mighty. Witnefs
the efforts which France made the laft war

for the conqueft of America, a prize worthy
to be contended for by the moft powerful
nations. The city of Pyre, ‘4 whofe mer¬
chants were as princes, and her great men

the

A detail of the
fubjett.

Advantages of
planting colo¬
nies.
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the honourable of the earthy” was, like GrSat-
Britain, fituated upon an ifland, and like
Great-Britain, maintained the dominion of the
fea by her commerce* The principal feat of
her trade, and great fource of her wealth*
was the noble colony of Carthage, which fhe
founded; the power and naval ftrength of
which was carried to fuch a height, by means
of commerce, that forty years were fpent by
the Romans, before they were able to fubdue
this mighty people. *f

To a nation fituated on ah ifland, as Greats
Britain is, accommodated with every conve-

niency for trade* the eftablifhing of foreign-
plantations to promote her commerce is par¬
ticularly beneficial, fince the inhabitants have
no other way of conveying abroad their pro¬
duct and manufadlures but by navigation*
which breeds feamen, and brings in wealth to
maintain them. This renders England con-
fiderable by her fleets, refpe&ed by her allies*
and the fcourge of her enemies. Such hands
therefore as are employed for thofe ufeful
purpofes, deferve all kind of encouragement*
for on the pillars of her commerce depend the
fafety and ftrength of England.

One

t Preceptor Vol, a, On Trade and Commerce^.
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Qne ofthe moil confiderable advantages

therefore, which Great-Britain derives from
her American colonies, arifes from their Ap¬
plying her with commodities of her own,
whereby avaft treafure is faved to the nation,
which would otherwife be fpent in foreign
Kingdoms.

In North-America^ we have almoft every Natural ad-
kind of climate as well as foil, to the extent America.
of feven hundred leagues or upwards, on the
fea-coaft, from North to South. Thefe lands
are capable of the greateft improvement by
cultivation. They yield fome of the moft
Valuable commodities for trade, and fuch as

are in the hlghelt demand in other countries,
fuch as cotton, filk, indigo, rice, and great
quantities of all kinds of corft of the bell
quality; and the number of commodities
might be eafily augmented. Vines are natural
to many parts of the country * a variety of
medicinal drugs, gums and plants, is not

wanting; flax for linen, and hemp for
cordage, are brought ,here to very great per¬
fection; the woods yield materials for flhips,
houfes and cabinet work; the pine trees- will
furnilh a plenty of malts and yards, with
pitch, turpentine, tar and rolin. The woods

B alfo
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alfo abound in game-, furs, and all forts of
peltry are furniftied from hence. In the
bowels of the earth there are mines of iron,
copper and coal, in great abundance-, there
are various forts of uleful earths for b-icks
and tiles, and a variety of ufeful Hones for
building. Laflly, North-America has fpaci-
ous and lafe harbours for fhipping-, and navi¬
gable rivers varioufly interfeft the country,
to facilitate the communication from one part
to the other.

Now if the planting of colonies is fo bene¬
ficial to a commercial people-, if thefe are
more efpecially advantageous to an ifland,
furrounded with ports, and where every inlet
may prove a convenient harbour; and if a
country abounding with ufeful commodities,
blefied with a fertile foil, and a variety of
healthy climates, is particularly calculated for
the planting, growth and increafe of colonies,
we may readily conclude that the fettlement
of the Britijh American colonies mull have
proved of the utmoft advantage to Great-
Britain. Nor is fuch a conclufion void of
foundation, as we fhall be fully convinced, by

comparing
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comparing the prefent condition of England
with what it was, whillt yet fhe had no
plantations.

Before that period, it is computed that
the people of London did not exceed one fixth
part of their prefent number. England was
then obliged to pay to foreigners for all the
commodities fhe now gets from America, at
a moil exorbitant price, and now exports thofe
very goods to the very fame nations from
which Ihe was wont to get them. It is in-
genioufly obferved by an able pen, that rum,

fugar and tobacco, if we had no plantations,
would prove fo many iffues to drain us of our
circulating calh, which are now the fources of
private wealth and the public revenue.

At the time when queen Elizabeth entered
upon her government, the cuftoms produced
but thirty-fix thoufand pounds a year, a fum
far lefs than what one of her colonies now

brings into the treafury. The legal intereft
of money was then at 12 per cent. It is now
but 5, and England abounds in riches. Her
fhipping too is increafed to the mod aftonifh-
ing degree. In the year 1575, qtieen Eliza¬
beth's time, the whole royal navy confided but

B 2 of

Condition of
England before
Ihe had any co¬
lonies.

In queen Eli¬
zabeth's reign.'
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twenty-four fhips, and all the fhtpping then irf
England, both great and fmall, fell fhort of
eight hundred fail; a number not equal to.
half the veffels which are employed at this
time to carry on the commerce of America.
According to an abftraCt made about thirty
years ago,* the royal navy confifted of three
hundred and twenty-two fail^ carrying twelve
thoufand two hundred and feventy pieces of
cannon-, and fince that time has been conti¬
nually increafing. If the whole royal navy
had been in commifiion at the end of the laft
war, and manned to its full compliment,
it could not have amounted to much lefs than
one hundred thoufand feamen..

Although the manufactures of England
are, within a very few years, prodigioufly
augmented, the plantations alone take off near
one half. By their confumption of EngUJh ma¬
nufactures, great are the advantages which re¬
dound to Great-Britain from her empire in
America. The plantation trade is by far the
mofl valuable of any whereof England can
boaft the enjoyment. What we may place
great ftrefs upon, it is continually improving.

It

# See the Preceptor on Trade and Commerce, Vol. z.
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It is a mine in which we (till find richer and
nobler veins. Whilft other fprings of com- -

merce are drying up, this overflows. It is
permanent, whilft others are fliifting place.
What crowns its value, it is our own, in
which other nations cannot rival England, nor
can they deprive her of it.

Great as the prefent product ofour trade The American
is, it might be made much more beneficial, rendered mil
as it is computed by intelligent writers, that morebenfcfiCial
above a million annually might be faved or
added to the flock, by a proper encourage¬
ment of many articles that might be raifed in
America. By the purchafe of them abroad,
we contribute to enrich other nations, who
extort very exorbitant fums from us, and who
have it in their power to difappoint us of
them, perhaps, when they become moll ne-

cefiary to us.

Seeing then, from the preceeding account is impolitic
of the colonies, England may be fupplied nV^commo-
from thence with fome of the mofl valuable
commodities, fuch as raw filk from Georgia,
for her own manufactures; hemp for cordage,
iron for various arts, a great abundance of
naval (lores of all kinds from Pennfylvania,

Carolina,
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Carolina, New-Jerfey, New-Tork, and fc
England, as planks, timber, mafts, yards, and
all materials for {hip-building, it is a reflec¬
tion on our politics to expend our money with
other nations for thefe articles. For hemp,
indeed, exported from, the plantations a
bounty has lately been allowed by par¬
liament, from which England will unquef-
tionably derive great benefit to herfelf.
The fame encouragement will produce the
fame good effedl in regard to iron and pot-
afhes. A bounty allowed on thefe articles,
though inconfiderable, muft foon be reim-
burfed manifold, by faving vaft fums of
money yearly remitted to foreigners for thefe
commodities.

Pitch, tar and
turpentine.

The bounty allowed upon pitch, tar and
turpentine, has brought the price of thefe
commodities in England to ten {hillings fter-
ling a barrel, which ufed to amount to fifty
{hillings; for which too was paid ready money.
This regulation therefore prevents five times
the fum of its coft from going out of the king¬
dom to Sweden and other northern powers,
and aids the colonies to make returns for the
immenfe quantity of goods fent to them from

England.
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England. The above articles now come fo
cheap to the (hip-builders of Great-Britain,
that the charge is hardly felt by them*, and
the. bounty that is paid by the nation on the
importation of thofe commodities, is doubly
repaid by leflening the proportion between
the importation and exportation that was
agaiiaft us in t’nele articles, which is called
the ballance of trade.-f “ It is agreed by
all who pretend to underhand trade, fays
judge Littleton, that a country does then grow
rich, and then only, when the commodities
exported out of it are of more value than
thofe that are imported into it.”£ It is but
wifdom therefore in Britain to encourage the
railing of every commodity in America, of
which fhe Hands in need herfelf, or which
may increafe the ballance of trade in her
favour.

And here we may properly take notice of
the confiderable advantages derived from an
interchange of manufactures and commodi¬
ties between Great-Britain and America. The
labour that is neceffary in manufactures, the

expenfive

f Introduction to the Britijh Empire in America.
'j Judge Littleton’s Treatife on the Groans oi‘ the Plan¬

tations.

Ballance of
trade, what.

Benefits of an

interchange of
manufactures
and commodi¬
ties.
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i€Xpenfive carriage and different hands they
pafs through, mull greatly heighten their
value. Whilft commodities generally employ
but one fet of people, manufactures employ
many. They afford a fubfiftance to the
poor, colled people into villages, extend the
buildings of towns and cities, improve the
foil, enhance the property of landlords, ahd
create a confiderable intercourfe between

Value^ of tl»e artificers and merchants. The confumers of
from the hands Englijh woolen manufactures in America, are
they pals thro, 0b^ge(j to pay j ^ per cent, advance on

the firfl coil, by way of profit to the different
hands, which thefe manufactures pafs thro’
before they arrive to them, viz. To the wool-
ftapler, the clothier, the woolen draper, the
merchants in England and America, for freight
and infurance, and to the retailer. This
calculation is made by an ingenious and in¬
telligent merchant of Philadelphia, well verfed
in this fubjeCt. Whence it appears, that
manufacturers are not more valuable in
themfelves, than from the number of perfons
they fupport.

The export of
American com¬
modities re-

♦ommended.

Hence it follows likewife, that while
Great-Britain is employed in manufactures,

America
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America ought to be encouraged in railing
all forts of commodities, and exporting them
to Britain. By which means the mother
country will be fupplied with materials for
carrying on her manufadtures, and the Colo¬
nies be enabled topurchafe thofe manufadtures
of which they Hand in need; and thus they
will become reciprocally neceflfary to each
other.

It is judged, that the whole trade of Ame¬
rica to all parts of the globe employs, one
year with anothery above two thoufand fail of
Englijh fhips, by which treafures of greater
wealth are conveyed to Britain, than are de¬
rived from Mexico or Peru. The amount of
the caflh and bills of exchange, and of the
commodities fent to England in payment for
her goods, and of the duties on thefe com¬
modities, cannot be lefs than tvvo millions
yearly. From the commodities of America,
chiefly manufadtured in England, and con¬
veyed through innumerable channels of trade
to every quarter of the globe, Great-Britain
acquires immenfe wealth, keeps up a fpiritof
induftry among her inhabitants, and is en-’
abled to fupport mighty fleets, great in peace
arid formidable in war.

G But

The tirade tif
America with
England



The American
Colonies ad¬
vantageous to
Britain in time
pf war.

[ 18 ]

But further, the American Colonies are not

only very beneficial to the trade of Britain in
time of peace, but are highly advantageous to
her in cafe of war with France or Spain, the
moft common and natural enemies of Britain.’
The very fttuation of the Britijh iflands in
America renders it eafy to annoy thofe of the
French or Spaniards. The continental Colo¬
nies too, on an emergency, are able to furnifh
many thoufand brave men, who, when joined
by any body of regular forces from England,
and convoyed by a Britijh fquadron, would ef- •

fe&ually fhake the French and Spanijh domi¬
nions, both in North and South-America. This
has been done, and may be done again, when
any future provocation calls them to unite
their force with that of Britain againft their
common enemy. Thus it appears, I think,
with the higheft degree of evidence, that
Britain owes much of her well-being, her
riches and her power, to her American colo¬
nies. ’Tis from her union with them fhe
draws the finews of war, whereby fhe is
enabled to conquer and prefcribe terms of
peace to her enemies, and to fix her glory
upon a fure and lafting bafts.

-But
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But if, from what has been faid, it appears
to be the intereft of Britain to perpetuate her
union with her Colonies in America, it will
appear no lefs manifeft, by the fequel, that
it is the intereft of thofe Colonies to perpe¬
tuate their union with Britain.

The American Colonies, by the fupport and
commerce of Britain, have emerged, as it
were, out of darknefs into light, and in lefs
than two centuries have become a numerous

and happy people. Between two and three
millions, at leaft, of fubjecds, by tranfplan-
tation from Europe, and by natural increafe,
now inhabit thele colonies. For this in¬
creafe of numbers, wealth and power, they
are indebted originally to Britain, from
whence they derived their mild government,
their equal laws and fecure property. Muft
they not then naturally defire a perpetual
union with their mother country, whilft they
tafte the fweets of Britijh liberty, and enjoy
the advantages of her trade and commerce.

And this leads me to mention another rea-

fon why the Colonies fhould wifh to perpe¬
tuate their union with Britain, viz. the
confiderable benefit which they derive from
the Britijh manufactures. The price of labour

C 2 in
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in America is too great to allow the inhabi¬
tants to manufacture for themfelves. They
fupplv all their wants from Britain, and are
enabled to make good remittances by their
commodities, which might ©therwife lie ufe-
lefs on their hands.

And tlie ad- Again, were the American colonies to be
vantageous al- COnfidered as having no union or connectionliance or Ame- ■ , . r

ricaw'lthGrcat- with Britain, what power could lecure them
Butam.

from her conquering arm, whenever the was
difpofed to ftretch it forth? But while the
Union is perpetuated between them, and the
colonies are confidered as a part of the Britijh
empire, Britain furely, by her formidable
fleets, and brave and difciplined armies, could
afford them fpeedy fuccour in the day of
danger, and effectually fecure them from the
hoftile attempts of any power in Europe. I
afk once more then, muft not the colonies
naturally deflre a perpetual union with thefr
mother country, fince it is from her they
enjoy the lweets of Britijh liberty, the ad¬
vantages of Britijh commerce, and the pro¬
tection of Britijh power ?

An erroneous

principle con¬
fidered.

I have faid the lefs of the importance qf
Great-Britain to the American Colonies, b$-

cayfe
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caufe this is a fubjedt, upon which every
writer feems to be agreed; whereas there
have been- fome narrow, fhort-fighted poli¬
ticians, who have attempted to diminifh the
importance of the colonies to Great-Britain.
?Tis for this reafon, that I have entered upon
a more minute detail of the latter, and have
moreover fubjoined to the end of this differ-
tation, an Appendix, containing a fummary
view of the American commerce, the produce
and exports of the leveral colonies, whereby
the national flock is fo confiderably aug-
mentecl.

Thus have 1 endeavoured to point out the
reciprocal advantages of a perpetual union
between Great-Britain and her Colonies, from
a particular view of the nature and extent of
the commerce that fubfifts between them,
and the vafl acceffions of wealth and power
which they reciprocally derive from that
commerce. I have fhewn how neceffary they
are to one another, and that they muff fuffer
and decline in proportion as the prefent union
betwixt them is weakened or deflroyed. I
have only to add further, under this head, a
few obfervations upon the mofl probable
methods of preferving and perpetuating this
vfnion.

With

Conclufions to
be drawn from
this view of
commerce.



The fureft
means of pre-
ferving this
union confi-
dered on the
part of Great-
Britain.

Impolitic re-
ftriftions of
trade.
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"With refpedt to Great-Britain, I think,-
the fureft method fhe can rake to preferve
this union inviolate is to. -confider the inte-
refts of America as her own, to encourage the
willing obedience of a dutiful and loyal peo-.
pie, by equal laws and a free and open
commerce, rather than attempt, by unequal
laws and too fevere reftridlions, to force an,

"Unwilling fubje&ion. The ballance of trade
will return more clear money from the Ame¬
rican Colonies, than can be extorted from
them either by armies, taxes or tribute. “It
is more fafe, as well as virtuous, to accept the
chafte embraces of conjugal affedtion, than
by violence to extort forbidden pleafures,
which commonly fail the expectations.”||

It is an ill-judged policy, therefore, which
would prevent the Colonies from enriching
themfelves by trade at the expence of their
neighbours. For thefe are only the channels
through which the riches of foreign nations
are poured into the coffers of Britain. And
if thefe channels are once dried up, the
watchful enemies and rivals of Britain would
foon avail themfelves of our errors. Com?
merce, once forced from her wonted courfe, is

feidom

|| Cato's letters.



[ *3 1

feldom or never brought info it again. Fo¬
reigners would foon ufurp our trade, and
thrive in proportion as we decline.

To fecure the liberty and property of all
its fubjedts is, or ought to be, the end ofevery
government. So long as this end is kept in
view, fo long are the people united by the
firmeft bond of fociety, the intereft of the
whole. This end muft be the common

ftandard, by which the particular adtions of
the feveral members towards each other

ought to be regulated. Particular ranks of
men have particular feelings peculiar to
themfelves, and often contrary to the inte-
refts and feelings of the reft of the fociety,
and therefore have no right to make, and
much lefs to impole laws on their fellow-
fubjedts, inconftftent with and oppofite to
thofe interefts and thofe feelings; therefore a
fociety, government or real public, muft
confift of treemen, chufing or confenting to
laws themfelves. “ To watch over fuch a

fyftem, and to promote its good as much as
*■ lies in our power, to refill every encroach¬

ment on it, and to defend it to the utmoft, is
the political duty of every citizen/But

to

X See Preceptor, Vol. 2, on Ethics.

What is, or

ought to be
the end of go¬
vernment,

and common
ftandard of
aiStion.
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to facrifice the intereft* of one part to tho&
of another part weakens the affettion of fub-
jefts, inasmuch as the prefervation of our
rights, the fecurity of our perfons, liberties
and property, on the one hand, and obedience
to government, on the other hand, are the re-*
ciprocal duties of the rulers and ruled.

viz. The gene¬
ral intereft of
the whole com¬

munity.

If the fuperftrudture of a governibent be
raifed on any other foundation than the ge¬
neral intereft of the whole community, it can
not be durable. Like the image of Daniel’s
vifion, the head whereof was of fine gold, the
belly and thighs of brafs , the legs of iron,
and the feet part of iron and part of clay*
which cannot cleave together, it muft, when
fmote upon, be broken to pieces. But the
conftitution of a country, m which the hap-
pinefs of the whole community is regarded*
is like a firm oak that withftands the fury of
the jarring elements roufed up into a ftorm,
fixes its roots deeper in its native earth, and
lifts its majeftic head to the (kies. Whilft
this principle is kept up in its full vigour, it
will endure the fhocks of contending nations,
and be ftill more firmly eftablifhed. It will
yield to nought but time, before which the
cc Sun himfelf fhall fail, and nature fink in
years.” When
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Whin the public is fafe arid trade encou¬

raged, every man participates of the common
felicity, and has means of acquiring property.
•The riches of a good King confift in the
wealth of his fu'ojects. , The affedlions of his
people are his fecurity and happmefs. All
they poffefs, their fortune and property, are
at his difpofal, becaule ithev are employed
to fecure both him and themfelves. A wife

government ought therefore to fecure the
pofieilion of property, and raife no taxes but
what they fhall fee a real necefiity for doing,
and continue them no longer than that ne-
cefiity requires. It fhould be done in a man¬
ner moft agreeable to the fenti merits of the
people, who beft know what they can en¬
dure*, for a virtuous and public fpirit, a
fpirit of Liberty, is the chief, if not the only
fupport of a country.f

Should any ignorant or felfifh politicians in
the mother country ever have influence
enough to get fuch laws enafted, as would
bear hard upon the liberty or property of the
Colonies; this meafure would doubtlefs have
a natural tendency to fow the feeds of dif-

D content

+ See Gate's letters on thefubjedt of Liberty.

Which is the
happinefs and
fupport of a
country.

An oppofite
conductin
what refpeft
pernicious.
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content among them, and to alienate their
affections. Inftead of confidering Britain
then as connected with them, by the natural
ties of a mother country, they would begig
to look upon her as a foreign power, treating
them as her tributaries, and attempting to
enflave them. For the lame noble fpirit cf
freedom, which actuates an Englijhman, born
in the ifland of Britain, beats in every pulfe
and pants in every breath of the Britijh fub-
jeCts in America. Add to this, the Colonies
were fettled upon a prefumption, that the
fame extenfive privileges, which were origi¬
nally granted to them, ffould not in after¬
times be contracted or withdrawn. When
Great-Britain has attained to fuch a pitch of
grandeur by the induftry and fuccefs of her
Colonies, as hath rendered her the admiration
and envy of her neighbours, would it be con¬
fident with the maxims of juflice, tor her to
refume the privileges fine has granted, under
which they have fo amazingly flounlhed, and
which they have never forfeited ? No, the
rights of Americans are eftabliihed on the,
fame foundation with thole of Bri ain herfelf.
She cannot violate them, without, at the fame
time, undermining her own conftitution; and

the
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the fame fword that is fheathed in the bowels
of America muft inevitably pierce’, the vitals
ot Britain top. Far other returns, however,
may be hoped for by a people, whofe com¬
merce has proved' fo beneficial to Britain \

who have, at the expence of fo much treafure
and fo much blood, aflifted her in gaining a
compleat afcendency over their common ene¬
my. They are a people too, who contributed
much by their bravery, in a former war, to
procure an honourable and unlooked for
peace to their mother country, when fhe was
of herfelf in no condition to preferibe her own
terms.*

Thus it appears, that the mod effectual
method, which Great- Britain can take to per¬

petuate her union with the Colonies, is to
continue them in the full exercife of thofe
liberties and privileges, both with refpedt to
commerce and taxes, which they have hither¬
to enjoyed j and to do nothing that can juftly

D 2 be

* The ifland of Cape-Breton, which was efteemed the
Dunkirk of America, was taken by the troops of New -

England, with little or no afiiftance from homej and this
was all the Englt/b had to reftore to France at the treaty
ef Aix la Chapelle, 1748, for the reftitution of Bergen op
%em t© her allies, and for other terms of peace. -

A violation of
the American
rights impoli¬
tic.



The method
by which the
Colonies may
preferve Uie
prefent union.

The effects of
fucn a conduct

E 2* 1

be looked upon as a violation of their rights*
which might end in a breach of this dehrable
union.

WiTif refpe61 to the Colonies, the fureft
method they can rake to preferve inviolate
their union with Britain is, upon every oc-
cafion, to demonftrate their loyalty to the beft
of Kings, and their fubordination to tne go¬
vernment of Great 'Britain, by exerting their
united efforts, in the fupport and defence of
the dignity of the Eritijh crown, and the
rights of the Britijh parliament-, and by
chearfully and conftantly fubmitting to the
juft determination of the grand council of the
realm. A conduct oppofite to this would
make them forfeit the rights of fons, and
juftly bring upon them the indignation and
chaftifement of the mother country.

These are the methods, which to me ap¬
pear moft likely to perpetuate the glorious
union between Great-Britain and her Colo¬

nies, which will enfure ftrength and fuccefsi
to the common caufe, and baffle every at¬
tempt of their enemies to injure or moleft
them. Thus will the commerce, riches and
power of Britain, be carried to an envied

pitch
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pitch of greatnefs, and as far furpafs what
they now are, as they do at this day exceed
what they were, before Great-Britain could
boaft of a colony.

I have enlarged fo much upon the advan¬
tages of a perpetual union between Great-
Britain and her Colonies, collected from a

view of the nature and extent of the com¬

merce that fubfifts between them, and the
immenfe acceflion of riches and power, which
they reciprocally enjoy from that commerce,
that I can now fay but little of the glorious
profpedt, which this union prefents to us, in
the promotion of the Proteftant Religion,
which they profefs, and extending the Gofpcl
in its purity, throughout the vaft benighted
regions of the weftern world.

This confideration is indeed as farfuperior
to that which I have hitherto dwelt upon, as
things eternal are to thofe of a mere temporal
nature. One relates to the greatell of this
world’s good, even liberty and property.
The other extends to a future and eternal
world; and is employed upon fuch objedts as
are molt likely to fecure the happy enjoyment
of it. sTis the glory of Britain, that fhe en¬
joys both thefe advantages in the higheft de¬

gree;

Benefits of this
union to Reli¬
gion and the
Proteftant in-
tereft.

Superior to
that of mere

commercej&c.
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grec; that the means of preferving the for¬
mer is fecured to her by the bed civil contti-
tution, and the means of obtaining the latter
by the bed religious edablifhment in the world.

*ytftheGof With the fons of Britain the Protedant
pet. religion was tranfplanted into the Colonies.

It has taken root, grown and fiourifhed in the.
kindly foil. It has already become a fair and
lofty tree, and, if it is dill well nurtured and.
diffidently watered, it may e’er long extend
its boughs beyond the fetting fun, even to the
verge ol the eaflern world, and perhaps ffiel-
ter the native country from whence it origi¬
nally fprung. Thus Britain has already been
an happy indrument in the hands of Heaven,
of bearing the tidings of the Gofpel to one of
the darked corners of the globe, to nations,
who had long fat in darknefs and the ffiadow
of death. By perpetuating an union with her
Colonies, ffie may likewife, through them,
carry thefe glad tidings further dill, even to
the utmod ends of the earth, and thus haden,
if I may fo fpeak, that glorious period, when
“ righteoufnefs ffiall overflow the earth as the
waters cover the feas.” And when all the

kingdoms of the world fhall become the
kingdoms of the Lord and of his Ohrid.

I?



[ 3i ]

IfTucIi, then, are to be the happy confe- Conclafion.
querices of this glorious union, fhould not
every American, every Britijh Proteftant, ar¬
dently wifh and pray, that it may be faithfully
and inviolably preferved and continued “ as
long as the Sun and Moon endure ?*'

SSoc^x^
•¥-i"

ili 8
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APPENDIX.
Containing a general view of the trade of the

American Colonies, their produce, exports,
&c. chiefly extracted from approved hiftories
and authentic memoirs.

IN this Appendix, to obferve ibrne order, Ifhall begin with an account of the Britijh
fettlements to the Northward; and firft with
Newfoundland. This great ifland, which is
above three hundred miles long and two
hundred broad, forms the Eaflern boundary
of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and extends
from thence Southward near ten degrees of
latitude, along the Eaftward part of Nova-
Scotia. It is chiefly valuable for the great
Fifhery upon thofe Ihoals, which are called
the Banks of Newfoundland. The plenty of
Cod, and feveral other fpecies of Fifli here, is
almofl: inconceivable, as well as along the
fhores of the ifland of Cape-Breton, the coafts
Nova-Scotia and New-England, which pours in

E a treafure

Newfoundland,
its Fiftiery.
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a treafure of riches on Great-Britain. "Our
fhare of the Newfoundland, iifhery was former¬
ly computed to increate the national flock at
leafl three hundred thoufand pounds fterling
a year in gold and fiiver, remitted for the Cod
we fell in the different parts of Europe, in
Spain, Portugal, Italy and the Levant, &c.^
of how much more wealth mufl it be pro¬
ductive at prefent to the mother country, as

Newfoundland and Nova-Scotia belong now fo
entirely to Great-Britain} The advantages
which attend an extenfive and well-managed
fifbery are great and obvious. The lea may
be confidered as a mine out ofwhich the trea¬

fure is taken at a very little expence, and
even that expence is advantageous, fince it
promotes fevcral manufactures, and goes en¬
tirely amongft our own people. Fifh is a
valuable commodity, both at home and a-
broad. According to fome writers, the
Dutch make more of their fi.fh.ei y in our
feas, than the Spaniards do by the Wefi-Indies,
Befides, this fifhery, properly attended to,
would infalliably furnifh us with a conftant
fupply ot experienced, active and healthy

iailors

I See Account of European fettlemerits in America,' bV
■Decpey, ... 3
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failors for manning our fleets; the gradual
increafe of which would prove not only a con-
ftant and inexhauftible fource of wealth, and
add to the ballance of trade in our favour, but
augment our maritime force, to a degree
that would make us a match for all Europe in
naval power.-f

Adjacent to Newfoundland is the country
of Nova-Scolia, which, although the progrefs
of it was at firil but flow, is now become
a conflderable lettlement, and is a very ad¬
vantageous place for fifliing. Twenty-five
thouiand quintals of fifli have been caught
thereinoneyear.H

But much more conflderable is the colony
of New-England. This colony is in length
near three hundred miles, and in fome part
near two hundred miles in breadth, lying
between the forty-firfl: and forty-fifth de¬
grees of North latitude, and comprizes the
four provinces of MaJJfchufetts-Bay, Connec-,
ticut, Rhode-IJland and New-Hampjhire. .

: There is a noble Cod-fifhery on this coaft,
which employs a vaft number of their people,

. E 2 and'

Nova-Scolia.

New-England.

Its Fifhery.

•f Preceptor.
)( Britijh Empire in America.
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and proves a very confiderable article of trade.
They are enabled by this to export annually
above thirty ihoufand quintals of choice Cod-
fifh to Spain, Italy and the Mediterranean, and
near twenty thoufand quintals of the refufe
fort to the Weft-Indies, as food for the Negroes,
befides a large quantity to Madeira and Fyaly
for wines and brandy.

The bufinefs of fbip-building is one of
the moll confiderable which Bofton, or the
other fea-port towns in New-England carry on.
This country has materials enough to build
fhips for half the employment of Britain. It
can furnifh the trade and navy too with naval
ftores, for the fupplies of which from the
Bailie, two or three hundred thoufand pounds
flerling annually was wont to be expended.
In their trade to foreign parts, the profits of
their voyage are generally received in bills of
exchange upon London, or in returns of goods
through the hands of Englijh fadtors. By
this circuitous commerce, they pay in Great-
Britain for various forts of goods got from
thence, to the amount of fome hundred thou¬
fand pounds fterling a year. Although their
commerce is not carried on immediately with

Great-
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Great-Britain, nor with Britijh veflels, yet
here the profits chiefly center, where all the
money, which the Colonies, can make in any
manner, muft center at laft. Pot-alhes, a moft
neceflary article in manufactures, particularly
in bleaching, as many thoufand barrels are
annually confumed for this one purpofe in
Ireland, have, within thefe few years, proved
a very advantageous article of trade in feveral
of the Colonies, particularly in New-England,
and is likely to become a very valuable and
growing remittance to the mother country.
The amount of the pot-afhes exported home
from New-England only, within the laft twelve
months, is faid to be not lefs than thirty thou¬
fand pounds fterling*, and it is imagined
that the quantity this year willarife to a much
more confiderable fum. The fpirit of gain
which the making of pot-aflies has already
inlpired, it is probable, will every year conti¬
nue to render this manufacture an objeCt of
much greater importance to America than has
been generally imagined. Near fix hundred fail
of fhips have been laden in a year for Europe
and the Britijh plantations. From Chriftmas
1747, to Chriftmas 1748, five hundred veflels
cleared out from the port of Bojton only, for

a foreign
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a foreign trade, and four hundred and thirty
were entered inwards. Great is the advan¬

tage therefore of the New-England trade and
navigation, if only confidered as a nurfery of
feamen; how much more by confidering the
addition it makes to the national ftock ?£

Nenv-York,
New-Jerfey,
and PennJjl-va-
nla, their trade

The three contigious provinces, viz. New-
Tork, 'New-Jerfey and Pennfylvania, to the
Southward of New-England, are with very
little difference the lame in their climate,
productions, and the commqdities in which
they trade ; the foil being in general very
fertile, abounding not only in its native
grain, the Indian corn, but few parts of the
world exceed thefe provinces in the abundance
and excellence of their Wheat, Barley, Rye,
Oats, Buck-wheat, &c.

Great quantities of Flax and Hemp are
raifed in thefe provinces. Mines of iron have
been opened in them all, and a rich mine of
copper has been fuccefsfully worked in Eajl-
Jerfey, which may prove highly advantageous
to the manufactures ofGreat-Britain. The trade
of thefe provinces to the fVeft-Indies is very

confiderable

| Hiftory of the BritiJI} Empire in America.
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confiderable in Provifions, Hides, Tallow,
Lumber and Soap, &c. for which they carl
procure Sugars, and from this find fome re-
fource of making remittance to England for
the goods they get from thence. They car¬
ry on a trade alfo with Spain, Portugal, Italy,
Madeira and Fyal; they trade likewife to
England and Ireland in Hemp, Flax-feed,
Linfeed Oil, Furs, and Deer-fkins. Flaxfeed
is a very promifing article of Commerce; as
Ireland rnuft be dependant on the American
Colonies for an annual fupply. In times
of fcarcity, prodigious quantities of wheat are

{hipped to England and Ireland, as well as to
other parts of Europe. Thus the Americans
fend home to their fellow-fubjedts of Great-
Britain, both goods to increafe the national
{lock, and alfo bread for their fubfiftence.§
The importations from England into the pro¬
vince of Pennfylvania only, it is eftimated,
hath in feveral years amounted to more than
half a million fterling per annum.\

And

§ Amongft the feveral nils which paffed the Houfe
of Commons, and gained his Majeity’s royal ail’ent,
the laft feffions of Parliament, is an Ait for allowing
the importation of Wheat from America, duty free,
for a limited time.

£ Memorial of the Merchants and Traders of the
city of Philadelphia.
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There cannot be lefs than fcven or eight
hundred fail of fhips annually employed to
keep up the extenfive trade of thefe provinces*

Maryland and Virginia, which are to the
Southward of Pennfylvania, agree very much
in their foil and product.

Tobacco is the ftanding commodity of
both thefe colonies. A late fenfible writer
computes that there are fhipped from thefe
places annually, 90*000 hogfheads of Tobacco
at an average of 952 weight each; 30,000 of
thefe are expended in home confumption,
the duty of each is twenty-feven pounds fter-
ling, and the amount of the whole duty on
them is above eight hundred thoufandpounds;
and of the remaining 60,000 hogfheads, after
the imports and part of the fubfidy are drawn
back, about one-fifth of the fum is produced
into the Exchequer from every hogfhead that
is re-exported, which is above three hundred
thoufand pounds more. The whole amount
for the cuftoms of Tobacco is more than a

million. Such is the immenfe advantage
which
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^hich the Mother Country derives from the
article of Tobacco alone, which (he gets from
her Colonies. (I

North and South-Carolina, to the Southward North and
of Vitginia, lye between the thirty-firft and SoAtb Carolma
thirty-fixth degrees of North latitude, in a
very fine climate.

Th u trade of Carolina has three great ftaple
commodities, Rice, Indigo, and Naval Stores^
which it yields more abundantly than all the
reft of our Colonies. Rice antiently formed
by itfelf the ftaple of Carolina. The export •
of this commodity from Charlefiown, in the
year 1731, amounted only to 41,957 barrels.
In a few years afterwards, the produft of it
was computed to return to Great-Britart at
leaft £. 80,000 per annum, including freight
and commiftions, which are the moft profi¬
table articles in the Britijh commerce. In the
year 1754, the export of Rice from Charles-
town, amounted to 104,682 barrels. In the
year j 757, this branch of commerce was

F computed

[j. See Conficlerations on the propriety of impoling taxes
on the Britijh Colonies, for railing a revenue by A6t of
Parliament; and alio a Computation by Sir Thomas
Dally, in the Biltory of th& Britijh Empire in America.



computed to be annually worth, at the Ibweft
eftimation, £. 150,000 flerling. Great has
been its increafe fince; and we may well
reckon it to be at this time worth £. 200,000

flerling.
It was long before Carolina went into the

profitable trade of Indigo; they began ijt
fince the year 1750, and in the year 1754,
was exported from Charieftown, to'the amount
,of above 200,000lb. weight; and 500,0001b.
weight was made in the year 1757. If the in¬
habitants continue to improve the advantages
with the fame fpirit in which they have begun,
they muft naturally and neceffarily come to
fupply the whole confumption of the world
with this commodity, and conlequently make '
their country the richell part of the Britijh
dominions.J

To the Southward of Carolina, on the bor¬
ders of Florida, was eredled the province of
Georgia, in 1732.

Georgia is of importance at prefent; and will
be of ruture benefit to' nglands by raifing
raw Silk; the goodnefs of its Silk has been
tried by a proper engine, and according to

Sir
t See Account of European Settlements, printed by Doiyiejt
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Sir Thomas Lombe, is better than the fined
Silk of Piedmont, for which half a million a

year has been paid. Pat-allies too has been
imported from hence to England, befides
Peltry, Drugs and Dyers ware of feveral forts.

We come next to the Spanijh fettlement of St. A
St. Auguftine, to the Southward of Georgia.
It belongs now to the Englijh, as well as Ca¬
nada and Louifiana, by the laft treaty of
peace; fo that they claim the whole of North-
America upon the Atlantic fea.

We fhall fay nothing of the newly formed
Colonies in Florida, as being but yet in their
infancy, or of the fettlements in Hudfonh-Bay,
as not very confiderable hitherto j but how
great mull be the advantage of trade with the
Indians in Canada and Louifiana, now ceded
to the Englifh, which encouraged and enabled
the French to hem in all the Englijh Colonies,
by a chain of forts on their back fettlements,
extended in a tra£t of above 2000 miles ?||

Canada borders to the Northward upon the
provinces of Nova-Scotia, New-England and

F 2 New-Fork.

|| See Account of the Britijfb Settlements in America,
and Hntoiy of the Bntijh empire in America,
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New-York. It is the oldeft of all the French
eftablifhments, and prior to the fettlement of
New-England, ^uebec is xht capital of this pro¬
vince. It is built on the river St. 1Lawrence,
upon which are the principal fettlemehts of
this Colony. A vaft trade already is, and a
much greater may in time be carried on with
the Indians, on the prodigious frefh water
Lakes, of which there are five in number, in
extent to be confidered as fo many feas. They
communicate with one another, and the laft
of them with the river St. Lawrence, which
effectually commands the trade of the Lakes,
and has an influence upon all the nations of
Indians which confine upon them.

The principal produce of the Wefi-Indies
is Sugar. It is amazing what riches have been
acquired to England by this commodity, and
what a furprizingly great number of fhips
are employed in the trade, efpecially of Bar¬
bados and Jamaica. This laft place is of great
confequence to annoy the enemy, in time of
war with France or Spain. No plate fleet
from Carthagena can arrive at the Havannah,
which is the general place of rendezvous for
the Flota, without palling by one end of Ja¬

maica•
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maica, Whilft we continue mailers of thefe
Teas, we fhall always have it in our power to
prevent the junction, and greatly diflrefs them.
In time of peace, -the trade is of no lefs con-

fequence in drawing from the Spaniards great
fums of money.

If the Sugar I(lands are of fuch confe-
quence to England, on account of the great
trade, {hipping, and number of hands em¬
ployed, the perfons fubfifted thereby, and
the cuftoms and impofts they payj the im¬
portance of the Colonies on the continent of
North-America is enhanced from their fupply-
ing the Weft-Indies with Lumber and pro¬
visions of all forts.

In whatever light we view the connec- coadufion
tion between Great-Britain and her Ame¬
rican Colonies j the reciprocal advantages of
the prefent union almoft exceed computation,
and yet fall every way far fhort of thofe im-
menfe benefits which will accrue to both,from
this union being rendered firm and perpetual.

End of the A P P E N D I X.
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Advertisement to the Reader.

r'H E author is very fenftble, that it wouldhave been proper, in compofing the following
ing Eftaf, to have confulted with gentlemen
who rejide in the feveral places he had occajion to
fpeak of, and are well acquainted with the na¬
ture and extent of their commerce. Wluld the
time, allowed for thefe performances, have af¬
forded him an opportunity of procuring fuch
information, he flatters himfelf his piece would
have been more original, with refpeli to matters
of trade, and more worthy ofpublic notice. He
would have been thereby enabled to form a more
exalt eftimate of the prefent ftate of trade in
Great-Britain and America. Depriv’d of this
advantage, he was obliged to have recourfe to
commercial writers, amongft whom he is chiefly
indebted to Gee and Beawes. And when it is

conjidered, thatfewperfons, though offar greater
abilities and experience in the commercial world
than the author, would be able of their own know¬
ledge to furnijh an adequate account of every
material branch in the Britifh and American
trade, he cannot defpair of the Reader’s in¬
dulgence.
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DISSERTATION II.

X X HE fitua.tion of Great-Britain.
v^vy*v

v’*feparated from the reft of the
,X ,v A worEl by the furrounding ocean,

an(j .fteftftute of thofe endlefs re-

fcurces, which an extent of continent affords
its inhabitants., very early fuggefted to ju¬
dicious and obferving men, that a naval force
would be the eafieft and mofl fare means of
her defence, againft foreign encroachments.'
The great Alfred, of glorious and immortal
memory, was fully convinced of this impor¬
tant truth. He knew, by lad experience,
that the want of fnch a force had fubjecfted
the ifland to the infults and depredations of
the Danes, and other Northern robbers. Ani¬
mated with affection for his fubjedts, and fir’d
with a juft refentment of the injuries they had
received, he refolved, if poftible, to fupply
fiich a fatal defeat. By equipping, with in¬
credible expedition, a fleet, confiderable in

G thofe
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thofe days, he rendered himfelf matter of the
fea, and freed his people from the dread of
being plundered* But in a few years, this
beneficial, this glorious projeCt, unfupported
by afuificient fund, was almoft entirely laid
afide. The inhabitants, employed in the ex-
ercife of arms, or agriculture, and raifing what
was barely neceffary for their own fubfiftence,
could not pofiibly defray the expence of
having a fleet always in readinefs. The
Vanes, taking advantage of their remiflfnefs in,
this important affair, foon' over-run and fub-
dued the greateft part of the ifland; but in¬
attentive to a leffon, which their own fuccefs
might have taught them, they, in their turn,
fell a prey to an innundation of Normans.

Thus the Britijh navy, though feveral at¬
tempts were made to render it refpedlable by
monarchs, who underftood their own interefts,
continued, neverthelefs, to make no great
figure, till the reign of queen Elizabeth. Till
this time alfo the trade of England was very
fmall, and contracted within a narrow com-

pafs. It confifted chiefly in, exporting Tin-,
Lead, Wool, and a tew other articles, which
ferved to purchafe what foreign goods were

wanted?..
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wanted'. That wife queen, afiifted by a wife
and.experienced miniftry, difcovered the grand
fecretunknown to her predeceffors'; they knew
the advantages of a fleet, but the confequent
expences they knew not how to defray. An
extenfive commerce was now very judiciou'fly
confidered as the only fource, adequate to
fuch large and continual difburfements. This
it was thought, would not only afford a fup-
ply of money, fufficient to equip and main¬
tain a powerful navy, but would alfo be'a
fchool or nurfery of feamen.

On thefe confiderations, encouragement
was given to the perfecuted Walloons to re¬
move and fettle in England, They very wil¬
lingly embraced an opportunity of tranfport-
ing themfelves to a land of freedom, and
brought with them the Woollen manufactory,
which, favoured with the countenance and
protection of a wife government, foon arrived
at great perfection. In purfuance of the
fame plan, a trade was opened to Turkey,
Mufcovyy the EaJl-Indies, and almoft every
confiderable country in the known world.
Under the aufpices of the fame queen, plan¬
tations were begun in AMERICA, and profe-

G 2 cuted
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cuted withvigour. They at firft metwith nearly
snfuperable difficulties •, neverthelefs, by the
indefatigable iriduftry and perseverance of the
.planters, and the generous affiftance of their
mother Country, thofe difficulties were fur*
mounted, and the Colonies brought to a pitch
of greatnefs, that, confidering the fhort time
of their growth, is almoft incredible.

I have taken this retrofpeft in order to
(hew, that thzBritijb Trade, the Britijh Navy,
and the Britijh Colonies in America, fprung
up together. They are moft nearly allied,
being children of the fame good policy; and
it is worthy the nbtiCe and attention of every
politician, who ftudies to promote his coun¬
try’s welfare,1 that as they had their rife at the
fame time, they have ever fince continued to
increafe and ftburifh in proportion. Their de¬
pendence is mutual, and if either of them be
affected, the others fooner or I&ter will feel it
in a very fenftble manner.

Great hits been my furprize at the ig¬
norance or malevolence of feveral late pro-
du&ions. The writers of them, either blinded
t>y paffion, oremployed and inftigated by the

enemies
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enemies of the Britijh empire, have endea¬
voured to fow difcord and diffention between
the Mother Country and her American Colo¬
nies. Some have drove to render the-colo-
nifts fufpeded, by reprefenting them as an
ungrateful, licentious people, aiming at in¬
dependence, and impatient of any fubordi-
nation to Great-Britain; whilft others, no
lefs enemies to the welfare and profperity of
both, would excite their jealoufy, by under¬
valuing the affiftance >jhe has offerded them,
and placing her in the light of a cruel Step¬
mother.

I am too well convinced of, the good
fenle of tny countrymen, both of Britain
and America, to imagine them capable of
being deluded by fuch partial reprefentations.
Confidering themfelves as members of one
grand body politic, they will naturally con¬
clude, that the good of the whole muft refu-k
from a due connedion and harmony of all
the parts;and from the mutual exchange and
intercourfe of friendly offices. Nevertheiefs,
as this point feems to have been controverted,
a few obfervations, tending to evince, that a

/‘perpetual UNION between GreaUBritain
and herAmV^Colonies, will bemutually and

reciprocally
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reciprocally advantageous,” may not be lcfs
agreeable, than neceflary, in the prefent Dif-
fertation.

This is a fubjeft, the moft truly important
and jnterefting, which can claim a Briton's
notice, and does honour to that worthy gen¬
tleman who propos'd its difcufiion by the
Sons of this Seminary. Struck with its vaft
delicacy and importance, and confcious of in¬
ability to treat it in a manner fuited to its
dignity, I had almoft declin’d the arduous
talk; but it is a glory even to fail in great at¬
tempts; and if I fhould afford a hint to fome
abler pen, or contribute to remove the
fmalleft prejudice, I fhall think myfelf ex¬
tremely happy in being fo far beneficial to
the public.

We have already oblerved, that the de¬
fence, the ftrength and glory of Britain,
principally depend on her Navy, and that her
Navy can only be maintained by Trade and
Commerce. Thefe are points too plain to be
denied or diluted by the molt obftinate and
perverfe fceptic: and it is a very natural in¬
ference from thefe premifes, that whatever
contributes to enlarge and extend her com-:
merce, is highly advantageous to Great • Britain.
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It muft likewife be acknowledged, that
new fettlements and young countries {land
in need of the afiiftance and protection of
fome powerful commercial ftate^ Deftitute of
thefe, they would be expofed to the attacks
of lawlefs invaders, for want of ftrength to
defend themfelves, and to the inclemency of
weather for want of proper cloathing; for
manufactures cannot be brought to any de¬
gree of perfection, or extended to advantage,
except in well-fettled countries; although
agriculture, where the land is tolerably fer¬
tile, and the fettlement fecure, may ""enable
the inhabitants to procure the necefiary
manufactures in return for its productions.

I hope therefore to make it appear, that a

reciprocal emolument will arife from a per¬
petual union between Britain and her Ame¬
rican Colonies; as (he may by their means

greatly enlarge her trade and commerce, and
become (till more rich and powerful; and as

they will reap the advantage ofher riches and
power, by being protected froriL«their ene¬
mies, and fupplied with the conveniences of
life at a cheaper rate, and of a better quality
than if manufactured by thqmfelves.
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If we take a furvey of the- commerce of
Britain-, we fhall End it extended to almoft
every part of the known, world; there is
fcarcdy any place confiderable for trade that
k not vifited by her adventurous merchants.
The means which have enabled her to ac¬

quire, and fupport with dignity and advantage,
fuch large mercantile connections, are to be
fought for in her various manufactories *,

amongft which the Woollen is univerlally al¬
lowed the preference. Commercial writers
have taken much pains to enumerate the par¬
ticular kinds of Britijh manufactures; to
fhew their mutual dependence, and wherein
the peculiar advantage of each confifts. As
their works are in every one’s hands, it is the
lefs neceffary for me to repeat their fubftance,
and to particularize the articles which con¬
tribute to fupport the trade of Britain.

But there are two branches of commerce,
which though not fo generally attended to,
are neverthelefs moft highly beneficial. The
Fifheries ofNewfoundland, Cape-Breton and St.
John1s, and the re-exportation of foreign goods,
have greatly increafed the Britijh navigation,

riches



riches and power. It is fuppofed that 2006
fail of veftels are employed in thofe fifheries:
the number of hands neceflary to navigate
them, to cure and dry the filh, muft be very
large-, and great the confumption of pro-
vifioris, nets and other utenfils, brought
almoft entirely from England,.

Goods for re-exportation are received from
different quarters; fome from Germany, Flan¬
ders^ &c. but in the greateft quantities from
the Eafi-Indies and America. The bullion
ferit to the former, is riiade an objection to
that trade, the force of whifch it is riot my
province to determine. Nothing of this fort
can, however, be objected to the trade to the
American plantations, which is of all moil ad¬
vantageous to the natiori. There is fcarCely
any one fpecieS of Englijh manufactures, that
is riot vended in America6, tho’fe of India
likewife come' here to a ready rriarket. In
ihort, it is from Gredt-BHtdin, that the Colo--
riies import almoft every thing, requifite for
cloathing, agriculture, and other ufes. In
Return for thefe, they tend her Sugar, To¬
bacco', Rice, Furs,- Pot-alh, Naval Stores,

H Gold
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Gold and Silver, and the ballance of a confi-
derable trade with Portugal, Spain, and other
countries, bordering on the Mediterraneany
in Bills ofExchange.

Here is an occafion to expatiate on the be¬
nefits deriv’d to Britain from each of thefe
particulars •, to obferve the prodigious prices
fhepaid for them to foreigners, before their
production in Britijh America, and the com-
eomparatively fmall prices for which they are
procured at prefent. The large quantities
re-exported to foreign markets, and pro¬
ducing a demand upon them for very great
fums annually, might alfo be mentioned with
much propriety. Nor would it be amifs to
{hew the immenfe addition thefe articles bring,
to the revenue. But ail -thefe topics have
been fo largely infilled on in late pamphlets
and detached pieces, and muft be fo well
known to every one,^that further mention of
them is unnecefifary. Only I would beg leave;
to obferve a particular Hill unnoticed j in the
year 1-03, the government of Sweden refufed
a fupply of Pitch and Tar, urdefs tor ready;
money, at their own price, and in Swedifo

bottoms.
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ibottoms. Such a grofs impofition awaken’d
the indignation and refentment of Britain,
and taught the true policy of deriving them
from the Colonies. Encouragement was
thereupon given, and foon produced a fuffi-
cient quantity to anfwer all her demands. But
the fpirit of the nation was again lull’d; the
Sweeds refumed their trade, and that of Ame¬
rica was very much negle&ed.

Some, perhaps, will readily grant, that the
exportation of thele articles from America,
is beneficial to her, and ferves to enrich her
inhabitants*, but in what refpedt can it be
efteemed advantageous to Britain?

This queftion admits a very obvious folu-
tion. It is advantageous to Britain in various
refpe&s. It affords freight for many thou-
fand ton of her fhipping, and a nurfery of
feamen for the royal navy; the commifiions'
enrich her merchants, and the re-exportation
brings abundance of wealth into the kingdom.
The duties they pay are an immenfe increafe
of the revenue, and they are received from
the plantations in return for Britifb produc¬
tions and manufactures, of which the Colonies

H 2 take
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take off more than any foreign market what*
ever. The importation of Britifh goods, and
thofe received by the way of Britain, has, on
a medium, for feveral years paft, amounted
to upwards of two millions annually j a fum fo
immenfe, that although the Colonies abound
with valuable articles, extremely well adapted
to the Britijh market, and very beneficial to
her trade and navigation, and though they
make large remittances by the way or Spain,
Portugal and paly, in bills ot exchange, yet
the produce of all thefe fources leaves a large
ballance in favour of Britain, which they pay
her in gold and filver. This in part furnilhes
bullion for the Eafi-India trade j on account
of which, and the valt confumptiop of India
goods, the flourifhing condition of that valu¬
able branch of commerce, may, in no fmall
degree, very juftly be attributed to the
American Colonies,

Thus we fee, that not only every fpecies of
the manufactures of Britain, but alfo her fo¬
reign trade and navigation are much indebted
to America. Hence riches have flowed into
her coffers, and enabled her to fupport a fleet,

fufficien;



[ 6i 1

fufHcient to maintain the empire of the ocean.
And whoever confiders the Hate of the Co?
lonies, muff conclude, that they have not been
lofers by their intercourfe with their mother
country. Confideration being had of the Ihort
time the American fettlements have been made,
the inhabitants have increafed in riches and
number to admiration; though far from en¬
joying that affluence, of which fome would
reprefent them poffeffed. The advantages of
their trade have been mutual. She, by their
means, has continued to rife in wealth and
power; whilfi: they, in the funfhine of her af-
fiftance and protedion, and the enjoyment of
a beneficial commerce, have grown up and
fiourifhed, and {till continue to flourifh, the
equal advantage, ornament, and glory of
Britain.

But, fflould we only take a retrofped,
fhould we confine ourfelves barely to what is
paft, much injuftice would be done to this
animating fubjed, and we fhould lofe a prof?
ped which cannot but afford the higheft
pleafure to every Briton. Let us therefore
look forward to the mutual benefits, which,
with proper attention, may hereafter arife.
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In order to this, it will be neceflary briefly

to enumerate thofe articles of Great-Britain’s

foreign importations, which have relation
to the prefent fubjeft. They are raw, thrown
and wrought Silk, Velvets, Linens, Timber,
Boards, Pot-afh, and all kinds of Naval Stores.
Several writers on trade have computed the
ballances paid by Britain for thofe forts of
goods to France, Italy, Germany, Flanders,
Norway, Memnark, Sweeden and Rujfia *, and
none I have met with make the amount lefs
than two millions annually; this fhe difeharges
in gold and filver. Perhaps matter of fa<5t
may be oppofed to this elf imate, becaufe there
is not fo great an exportation of bullion*, but
the argument is not hereby invalidated. If
the ballance on fome other trade: which
would elfe be brought home and added to
the national flock, be diverted and fent to
thofe places, ft is equally pernicious to the
kingdom, as if it was imported and then ex¬
ported. And this is certainly the cafe. Bri¬
tain on her particular trade with Holland, for
inflance, has a right to a very large ballance
in fpeciej but the latter, by keeping in her
Debt the nations abovementioned, or feveral

*©f
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them, who have demands on Britain, is en¬
abled by their means to fatisfy her Britijh
creditors, and fave her money; and belides
this, bullion is fent to Holland to anfwer
bills of exchange drawn in favour of thofe
nations.

The con fideration of this muft deeply af-
feCt every one, who has at heart "the 'trade
and profperity of Great-Britain, and would
preferve her independent of her European
neighbours •, efpecially as the wollen manu¬
factory is in its decline. France not only
fupplies her own people with woollens, but by
the cheapnefs of her goods, and the counte¬
nance of the court of Spain, has in a great
meafure fupplanted England in the Spanijh
markets.. The Spaniards themfelves, fenfible
of their impolitic conduCt, feem determined
to perfift no longer in an error, the refult of
ill-grounded principles and miftaken notions
of honour. They have made feveral efforts
to eftablifh manufactories of their own Wool,
which have by no means proved fruitlefs.
Other nations of Europe, obferving the fuc-
cefs of France, have copied her example, by

which
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vHiich England has loft much of her woolleh
trade, particularly with Portugal, where the
importation of this ftaple commodity feems
to meet with many difcotfragements.

From this refle&ion our attention is natu¬

rally turned to America, which will be her
fureft, and perhaps in time, her only market,
as fabrication' is likely to take place
in every part of Europe, If under thefe cir^
cumftances, fuch large lums are continually
paid for foreign imports, the ballance of trade
in favour of Britain will be materially df-
minilhed. The only remedy for this grow¬
ing evil is to be found in America, who can
furnifh a variety of the moft ufeful raw ma¬
terials oh terms mutually beneficial.

Great quantities 6f Furs and Peltry have
been, and ftill are, fent from the Colonies to

Britain, the acquifition of Canada having
thrown that whole trade into our hands; but
it is capable of greater improven’ient, and
may well fuperfede the fur trade to Ruifia.
The Northern Indians, with a little encou¬

ragement, will bring their Ermines and other
fine furs from the 70th degree of latitude,5

which
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which is parallel with the European countries,
where the moft valuable Furs are procured.
The diftance thofe people will travel to trade
with our fettlements, is well known to all
acquainted with their affairs. This would
likewife be a means of difperfing Brjtijb
manufactures amongft a multitude of Indian
tribes, at prefent unknown to our traders.

Iron mines are fo plenty in almoft every
province on the continent, that it is thought
with good reafon, they could fupply all the
markets in Europe.

As for Timber, Boards, Pitch and Tar,
they may likewife be procured here in great
abundance. Britijh America, extended along
the coaft more than 2000 miles, and reaching
an unknown, but prodigious way into the
continent, is almoft one continued foreft,
fill’d with every kind of ufeful timber, not-
withftanding the great devaftions made within
the two laft centuries.

Here it may poflibly be objected, that the
expenfive freight of thefe bulky, articles,
would render them unfit for the Englljh
markets. The ~Danes, Swedes, and others,

I employed
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employed at prefent in the Lumber trade, are
no doubt by long experience become fkillfull
and can afford their goods at the cheapeft
rates: but the Colonies might.be put upon a
par with them by encouragement from the
legiflature. Greater difficulties in other in-
ftances have yielded to the efforts of Britijh
adventurers. America may vie with any coun¬
try whatever in plenty of materials, and other
conveniences j and if large bulky ffiips were
built, of feven or eight hundred tons, capable
of being navigated by fewer hands in pro¬
portion to their burthen, than thofe in prefent
ufe, the expence of navigation would be much
diminiffied. The difference of diftance be¬
tween America, and the Gulphs of Bothnia
and Finland, from London, is inconfiderable 5

and America is neareil to.Lijbon, Cadiz, and
all the markets to the Southward of Cape
Finifierre, and therefore might more conve¬
niently fupply thofe markets.

The inconvenience, and even abfurdity of
being fupplied with Naval Stores by foreign¬
ers, hefides the difad vantage of confuming the
national, wealth., is very evident. Every one
knows, that fhould a war be entered into with

thofe



nations, or fhould they be confederated with
the enemies ot Britain, by cutting off the
finews of her ftrength, they might reduce
her to the utmofl diftreffes. Both inconve¬
niences would be remedied, if Naval Stores
were entirely procured from America; who,
being connected with the Mother Country by
every powerful tie, would not fail to afford
them in plenty on any emergency,

Hemp, Flax and Silk, manufactured and
unmanufactured, are articles for which Britain
pays large fums to foreigners, as was ob-

’ferved before. Rough materials may be
procured in the Colonies, which abound with
lovV bottoms and deep rich foils, requiring
only cultivation to produce the moft luxuriant
crops of Hemp and Flax, particularly in the
Southern Colonies. To confirm this, 1 might
mention the fertility of Egypt, which lies
nearly under the fame parallels of latitude
with Florida, Georgia, Carolina and Virginia
and is famous for the production of thefe
commodities in the greatefl perfection; but
experience is preferable to a thoufand ar¬
guments.

I 2 I MENTION
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I mention Silk, becaufe the abundance of
Mulberry-trees in the Southern Colonies,
feems naturally to point out the cultivation
of that valuable article, To this maybe added,
that their foil, climate and marine fituation,
are pretty much the fame with Nankin and
Chekiang, the moil famous Silk provinces in
all China. Thefe circumftances afford good
reafon to believe, the Silk-worm would thrive
very well here, and experience heightens the
belief into certainty. Small trials have been
made, and fome filk produced in Carolina, was
efteemed by good judges equal to the fined: of
China or Italy. The hands employed in the
cultivation of Hemp and Flax, will have fuf-
ficient leifure to, gather the leaves and feed
the worms, which will enable the planters to
afford all thefe articles cheaper than may at
firft be imagined.

From this it feems evident, that materials
for carrying on the Silk and Linen manu¬
factories to the greateft extent, may be pro¬
cured from America. And in Great-Britain
are prodigious numbers of poor, who would
chearfully work to maintain themfelves and
families, doom’d to mifery for want of em¬

ployment.
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employment. To eftablifh manufadories of
thofe goods by public encouragement, would
therefore be an undertaking of the higheft
utility both to Britain and the Colonies,
“ Fas eft et ab hofte doceri.” It could be no

difgrace to imitate in this refped the policy
of France, who knowing that trade is the
only folid foundation of greatnefs, is en¬
deavouring to monopolize the three grand
branches of manufadures.

Nor need the woollen manufadurer be

afraid, that his bufinefs would hereby receive
the fmalleft prejudice. There is a fufficient
number of hands in the three kingdoms to
carry on each of them to the greateft ad¬
vantage. Many who at prefent can’t afford
themfelves the neceffary covering, would
then be able to purchafe more decent and com¬
fortable cloathirig-, and the Colonies having
their fources of remittance enlarged, would
increafe their already enormous demands for
Britijh manufadures.

Should this beneficial fcheme be carried
into execution, more than two millions
would be annually faved to the nation; ade¬

quate
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quate employment provided for an incredible
number of hands in Britain and America $ and
the trade, navigation and riches ofboth would
receive very large additions.

It may poflibly be thought from my ap¬
pearing toconfine fabrication to Great-Britain,
that I am no friend to the Colonies, as there
has of late been fo many propofals for erect¬
ing' manufactories in America. I fhould
efteem myfelf very unhappy in the difpleafure
of my countrymen. None of the numerous
fons of Britijh America more ardently wifhes
her profperity than myfelf, or has a heart
more devoted to her fervice. Confcious there¬
fore of the reCtitude of my intentions, I will
not doubt of being heard with candor, tho* I
venture to maintain, that to divert their hands
from their prefent lucrative Employments,
and fet them to work on manufactories, would
be incompatible with the true intereft of the
Colonies.

The number of their inhabitants, though
near three millions, is fmall in proportion to
the extent of continent they poffefs. Lands
are confequentiy cheap, and labour dear;

whatever,
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whatever therefore can be produced by means
of the land with little labour, muft prove
molt advantageous. Hence arifes the pro¬
priety of fhip-building, wherein the materials,
thus procurable, are of primary confideration.

For the fame reafon, agriculture will bring
more emolument to the Colonies, than could
poffibly arife from manufacturing goods,
whofe chief value depends on the artificer’s
labour. Nor will this circumftance render
them at all more dependent. Abounding
with the neceflaries of life, and materials for
fabrication, the produce of the willing earth,
they can at any time command a fupply of the
goods they want, in greater plenty, and of a
better quality than would have been the refult
of their labour, employed in manufactures.
I would not be underflood by this reafoning,
to exclude the induftrious farmer from work¬

ing up his Wool, and other coarfe articles,
unfit for exportation; this will be doubly
advantageous, it will be a faving to himfelf,
and enable him to pay for the finer goods he
may purchafe with greater eafe and punc¬
tuality.

. Now
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Now upofi a review of the whole we find,
that the trade of Great-Britain to fome places
is vaftly advantageous, bringing large fums
of money into the kingdom •, to others, al¬
though no returns are made in fpecie, but as
much of their produce and manufactures re¬
ceived as is fent them of Britijh, it is never-
thelefs profitable, affording employment for
her people-, to a third fort, though perhaps
lucrative to fome private merchants, it is very
pernicious, and unprofitable to the nation in
general, as it drains the kingdom of great
quantities of gold and filver. We may alfo
obferve, that the neceffity of continuing the
latter is removed by the colonies, which are
capable of furnilhing, at lead, materials for
manufacturing all the particulars procured
thereby, with mutual benefit. It likewife
appears, that a great part of her molt ad¬
vantageous trade depends on the Colonies,
and that it may be ftill farther improved by
America \ thatwhilft the Colonies have contri¬
buted fo much to enrich and .aggrandize their
mother country, they have themfelves been
enriched and protected *, and that the fcheme
for rendering them ftill more advantageous
to Britain, promifes them an equal fhare of
profit.

Whoever
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Whoever confiders thefe circumftanGesj,
will, I am perfuaded, anticipate my conclu-
fion; but I cannot difmifs the fubjedt without
fuggefting another argument; which will not
be efleemed a trifling one by men of feriouf-
Hefs and reflection. The benefits arifing from
the Proteftant Religion to thofe flates which
have embraced it, and indeed to the world in
general, are very obvious. Every one, ac¬
quainted with the affairs of Europe, muff ac¬
knowledge their fituation is far better than it
was four or five centuries ago; the religious
and civil liberties ofmankind, are underftood
with more clearnefs and precifion; the human
mind, which before was cfampt and confined
in its refearches, has become more expanded,
and acquired much clearer knowledge in the
Arts, in Philofophy and Divinity. It is now

very well known, that Philofophy does not
confift in monkifh jargon, and that without
Virtue there can be no Religion. Even thofe
countries, that are enemies to Proteflantifm,
have been fharers in its happy effects; the

, rays of knowledge have, in fome meafure,
illuminated their clouded underftandings;
but like thofe of the fun within the Polar'
climates, they are weak and languid.

K Great-
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Great-Britam has been the bulwark of the
Proteftant intereft, ever lince its existence;
and by her the attacks of its enemies have
been repelled. The Britijh Colonies, efla-
blifhed on principles of Civil and Religious
Liberty, have hitherto been protected therein
by their own noble efforts, and her kind
affiftance; and while they remain united, the
enjoyment ol their liberties of both kinds,
will, no doubt, be continued in its full extent.
What would be the confequence of a dif-
union, none can tell; but there is more than a

probability, that thefe particulars would be
deeply affected. France, our ever-watchful
enemy, will be ready to feize any advantage
that may offer. She would have her arma¬
ments prepared to enter by St. Lawrence and
the MiJJifippi, and might poffibly over-run
all the Colonies. Should this be the cafe,,

^the candle of Science would be foon extin-
guifhed, and Ignorance introduced, in order
to keep up a blind devotion and implicit
obedience. The Genius of Liberty would be
driven from Britijh America, where fhe hath,
hitherto delighted to r.efide-, and whether the
mother country would be more fortunate, I
leave to the consideration of her Patriot Sons..

All,
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Since, then, To many reciprocal advantages
are the refult of Union between Britain and

America\ to render that Union perpetual, will
be the only means of fecuring and tranfmit-
ing them to poflerity, together with thofe
immenfe benefits, which are yet in profpedl.
Interefi and affe<5tion,—all the tender and
endearing ties, which connect mankind,—
backed by the venerable authority ofReligion,
plead for it with irrefiftable eloquence.

Whether the Union ought to remain on
its prefent eflablifhment, or whether it fhould
receive a new form and impreffion, are mat¬
ters foreign to my purpofe : Only permit me
to fuggeft that, in the important determina¬
tion, no partial views fhould bepurfued; but
the interefi of each, and its relation to the
whole, fhould have a proper confideration.—
He mull be either a madman, or a novice in
politicks, who would fet the interefi of one
in competition with that of the other.—They
are infeperably connected, and mud (land
or fall together.—That maxim of Mr. Pope
may be here applied with much truth and
propriety ;—“ Self love and focial are the
fameeach will find their accounts in pro-

K 2 moting
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moting the others happinefs and profperity.
In the difcuffion,the trade of the colonies me¬
rits a peculiar attention. Should thofe me¬
thods, I have taken the liberty to mention,
be fallen upon to enlarge it, and free ports
cllablifhed in fome parts of Britijh America,
the national riches would be greatly increafed.
The inhabitants of the Spanijh> Portuguefey
and other American fettlements, would refort
thither for fupplies of Britifi manufactures,
and the produce of the Colonies * leaving in
exchange for them large quantities of gold
and filver; a very eonfiderable part of which
would ultimately center in Qreat-Britain.

"Warmed and animated with a fincere love
for my country, I cannot but indulge a pleaf*
ing hope, that Britain and her colonies, fen-
fible of their true intereft, will fleadily -and
with unremitting zeal purfue meafures calcu¬
lated to cement this Union.-—The repeal of a
late * adt of the Britijh parliament, and the
prefent favourable difpofitiop of that moft
refpeftable body, fill us with the higheft joy,
and promife, redrefs of all our grievances :
and I am well perfuaded, my fellow fubjeCte

of
* The American Stamp A6t.



[ 77 1

ef America will not be wanting in any pr©^
per exprefiions of deference and fubordina-^
tion to the head of the Britijh empire The
wound, which feemed to be attended with
fymptoms fatal to the mutual confidence fub-
fifting between them, will now be healed,
and I flatter myfelf without a fear, by way of
remembrance. Jealoufies will fubfide j ani-
mofities be forgotten ; harmony will be pre¬
ferred in every part of ■ the body politick j
and innumerable blefiings entailed on pofte-
rity.

End of Second DISSERTATION,
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# ''“'•cooo-&...^.«oo.?‘T-w XXX *

DISSERTATION III.

Divide et impera.

OWEVER mankind, as indivi-
•JjJ* -KjS* °WO 0090 j i r , , ,

4* I j_j | 4* duals, may be fwayed by the
| 14* different motives of paflion, pre-

4*4',$*4*4*4* judice, and honour-, yet, when
formed into ftates and communities, thefe all
fubfide and Intereft becomes the grand pre¬

vailing principle that a&uates all their moti¬
ons. It is the Pole-ftar by which the political
pilot muft ever guide the helm of govern¬
ment, where too keen a purfuit of it does
not interfere with the faith of treaties, or the
natural rights of mankind. An accurate dif-
cernment therefore of the true intereft of a

nation, and a fteady aclive prudence in the
purfuit of it, conftitute the true political
wifdom that ought to diftinguifh every ftatef-

man.
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man. And fo fenfible are minifters<.of etfery
complexion of the truth of this doftritfe, that*
however felfifh and pernicious their views,
they feldom fail to cover them over w'ith
the plaufible and fpecious colouring of na¬
tional advantage.

The eftablifhing a grand COMMERCIAL
INTEREST feems now to be the great ob-^
jeft of the regard and attention of the different
Hates of Europe. To this they are every day
facrificing the lefs important confiderations of
national pride and prejudice. . Whatever*
therefore, tends to promote or qbftruCt this
great principle of government, is now become
a matter of feriousconfequence,which deferves
the clofeft attention and the tendered care,-

And amidft the rivalfhip and contention of
the feveral'European powers in attaining this
capital point, happy will that nation be, whofc
adminiftration fliall lead to fuch meafures as

are mofl conducive to this end, as a fuperi-
ority may now be gained that may blaft the
hopes, and at once dafh the expectations, of
its afpiring competitors.

If there is any one, who at prefent bids fair-
oft for this pre-eminence, it is Great Britain^

whofe



whole free and happy conftitution moll ad¬
mirably protects and cherifhes an enterprising
commercial fpirit. A fecurity of perfon and
property is effentially neceffary to the very
being of a commercial nation, and m this re-

fpebt none of its rivals can claim iuperiority
to the happy fubjedts of Britain, whofe wife
and valiant anceftors have handed down to

them this glorious fecurity, fealed with their
blood. But not even this, nor her natural
fituation fo well adapted for fafety from her
enemies and the advancement of her trade,
nor yet the,adtive genius and temper of her
children may be fuilicient to enfure her fuc-
cefs, if her colonies are negledted or'oppreff-
edk If properly attended to, they will prove
the true fources of her wealth and power, and
enable her to foar above her emulating neigh¬
bours, who will view her rapid progrefs with
envy and admiration. To enumerate the
many mutual advantages they have already
received from their clofe and intimate con¬

nexion would be no eafy talk---but it would
require little lefs than infpiration to forfee. all
the reciprocal advantages that will attend a
future Union between them formed upon
proper, upon generous principles.

L To
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To point out thofe that arc moft obvious*
and which muft neceflarily follow, is the de¬
fign of this Elfay, which pretends to no more
than Iketching out the imperfed out-lines of
a picture, whofe beauty has indeed been
fhaded : but we trull and believe that time
and experience will point out thofe blemiihes,
and focn reltore it to its former purity and
luftre. To facilitate this has been the defign
of the generous friend to this inftitution, who
propofed the dilcuffion of the prefent fubjed ^
and it is a defign worthy the benevolent
patriotic: fpirit of an Englilh Senator.

Rome the miftrefs of the world and arbiter
of nations, by her wife policy and prudent con-
dud to her allies and colonills, raifed herfelf to
an allonilhing pitch of grandeur and power ;
fhe encouraged, fhe incorporated, and never
deprived them ol any eflential privileges. By
thefe rules Hie gained their affedions, and of
fadious, turbulent citizens, and often of in¬
veterate enemies Ihe made faithful, zealous,,
and ufeful fubjeds. Great-Britain has at
much expence of blood and treafure fecured
and proteded her American colonies from the
defigns of France, who viewed their riling
power and growing importance with a jealous
eye,, and therefore determined to nip them in

th&
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die bud, before they could ripen to any de¬
gree of formidable perfe&ion. Happily for
.us thefe ambitious and fatal projects were
crufhed by the united valour and fkill of
Great-Britain and her provinces. To a hap¬
py and fuccefsful Union in War, let us then
.add the happy and harmonious Union of
Peace, nor lofe its bleflings by in-attention
to, or difregard of, the ineftimable advantages
that may, nay that mult attend it.

Colonies are emigrations from the mother
country, either occafioned by a quick Popula¬
tion, fo as to render it too fmall for.the fupport
.of its growing, inhabitants •, or by Opprehion,
Tyranny, and undue exercife of Power ; or
fometimes by the diftreffes and defolation of
War.

In the firft-cafe, they are always formed not.
only with the countenance, but with the
-exprefs encouragement and direction of the
mother country.—In the fecond inftance un-
lefs prohibited by legal authority, they ge¬
nerally go with its implyed confent. In the
laft, which was the cafe of the Trojans after,
the deftrudtion of 'Troy, they go under a ne-

ceffity which is fuperior to all law. In either
i©f thefe cafes then, but efpecially the tw®

L 2 hr ft,
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firfl, they cannot be fuppofed to relinquijft
their claim to any of the rights and privileges
of the country from which they go, nor yet to
have forfeited it. No *, however remote, they
ftill continue fubjects of the fame kingdom,
and unlefs fpecialiy reiinquifhed, intituled to
all the liberties, privileges, and immunities
of that country, of which they form one or
more of the conftituent parts. If this be as
true in fad as it is grateful in fuppofition, the
analogy made by an eminent writer * between
the American colonies and thofe of Spain,
which he fuppofes to be fettled upon the fame
principles, and therefore to be governed by
the fame policy, muft appear very ftrange.
But the principle upon which it is founded,
is as erroneous as the confequence deduced
from it is derogatory to English Liberty.

The AmericanColoNies have been entire-
fettled by thofe who came under the immedi¬
ate protection and countenance of the govern¬
ment, or fled to it as an alylum from arbi¬
trary and oppreffive power. A due confider-
ation of the rights they claim, - and the duties
they owe to the mother country, may be ne-
cefiary in feme degree to afcertain with pre-
cifion the advantages that will accrue from a

compleat
* Dr. Straban’s preface to Domat’s Civil Lavy.
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(Zompleaf, and perfed Union. Thefe rights
and duties are reciprocal, as well as the
Jntereft which arifes from them.

The Rights we claim are the full and free
enjoyment of constitutional Liberty,
protection from foreign invafions, and en¬
couragement in every commercial intereft, which
does not diredly interfere with that of the
mother country.

The Duties we qwc, are Obedience under
cgnjlitutional and legal reflridions, and an
exclufive preference to the mother country in
every article of commerce and trade. Under
one or other of thefe heads, however widely
diffufed, may be comprized every duty, either
owing to or from the mother country. And
and it is by a due and mutual obfervance of
thefe only, that their refpedive and reciprocal
interefts can be promoted. From this juft
and wife policy will flow all thofe advantages
which render a clofe and perfect Union fo de-
firable an objed—and thefe may be conftder-
ed either as they tend to increafe the power
and glory of Great-Britain, or as they ad¬
vance its grand commercial intereft, add

become
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become the channels of its wealth. Or with
regard to the Colonies, as they conduce to
their fafety, nourifhment and prote&ion •, for
though the true riches of a nation are faid to
conftft in the number of its inhabitants, and
treafures are called the finews of war, it is very
certain a nation may be very poor, and very
powerful at the fame time; or abound with
wealth,-and yet be weak and impotent. Rome,
in its early ages, was poor in every thing but
the public fpirit and bravery of her people,
while fhe was the dread and terror of the
nations round her. And Spain is at prefent
a lively inftance that wealth and power are
not infeparable; who, as the treafures of the
•Indies have flowed in upon her, has loft the
martial animated fpirit of her anceftors.

As fubjedts of the fame kingdom, bearing
allegiance to the fame Prince, and controuled
by the fame executive power, the Americans
are bound to contribute, in proportion to
their numbers and abilities, to the defence
and fafety of the common caufe.. What an
acceflion of power to the Britijh empire then
is three millions of fubjedts, dutiful, loyal
4nd brave, who have on many occafions

diftinguiflied
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diftinguifhed themfelves, and fhewn - thfcyi
were not unworthy the glorious flock front?
which they fprung; who intereft themfelves'?
in the honour and glory of the nation, and i
partake of the veneration and refpedt due
to it?

Here is a fund of hardy, brave foldiers,
inured to fatigue and frugality, ready to
engage in the fervice of Great-Britain, when¬
ever fhe thinks proper to require them.
From this fruitful, this increafing fource,
her armies and navies may receive conftant
fupplies, not of mercenary hierlings ready to
engage in the. fervice of the higheft bidder,
but faithful, dutiful children, animated with
becoming fortitude, freedom and loyalty.
Thefe, if encouraged, cherifhed and protect¬
ed, will indeed prove

46 Of Britain's

ftrength.”
♦

empire'the fupport and

Tbompfon.

In order to make a colony of the moft ufe
and benefit to the mother country, it is ne~
ceffary that its climate, its foil, and natural

produce
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produce, jfhould be effentially different from
hers. This will create a necelfary connexion
and dcpendance between them. The Inter¬
changing the commodities and produce of
the one, for thofe of the other, will not only
deftroy the her:rt-burnings and jealoufy of a
competition, but produce an intercourfe
equally beneficial and durable to both. It is
happy, therefore, when the fubjedcs of Com¬
merce cannot be the fame, as they thereby
reap ah advantage, from which other nations
are excluded, who might either by with¬
holding diflrds them, cr raife the ballance
againft them when their necefiities wrcre
not mutual and equal. In this reipect, Great-
Britain is peculiarly happy in her Colonies,
whofe wide extent and afferent fituations in¬
clude a variety of climates, foils and produce,
and thus form a proper bafis for .the com¬
mercial intereft, to which every other con-
fideration jfhould fubmit. The iilands produce
commodities which the mother country mull
ufe, and yet cannot raife-, thefe therefore Ihe
mult procure by an intercourle with her co¬
lonies, or lie at the mercy1’ of thofe powers
whofe intereft it might occafionally be to

diitrefs
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diftrefs her. But what adds to the ad^
vantage is, that the fubjedts of commerce are
hot only eafily procured, but procured by
a mutual exchange, equally convenient and
fatisfadbory to both; and at the lame time a

large revenue fecured, not only upon the
home confumption, but on the furplus be¬
yond their refpedbive wants and neceffities.
Thus alfo, as to the continent, Greai-Britain,
both as a naval and commercial nation, would
be in a critical, dangerous fituation, if Ihe
did not hold within her own reach, all the
•materials neceffary for the fupport of both.
An intire dependanee upon any of her neigh¬
bours for one neceffary article would, in fome
degree, make her; fubjedb to that neighbour.
But her Colonies fet her above every appre-
henfion of this kind. Her Northern provinces
abound With timber of every kind, neceffary
for building and equipping her navies. Im-
menfe bodies of Ore, both Iron and Copper,
are already difcovered and ufefully employ¬
ed ; and, do'ubtlefs, much more lies (till con¬
cealed in the bowels of the earth, whofe
foil, it properly’cultivated and encouraged,
k richly produdtive of Hemp and Flax; for

M the
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the former of which Great-Britain pays, coni-
munibus amis, £. 300,000 flerling. Her
more Southern Colonies furnifh her with the
few remaining marine articles of Pitch, Tar
and Turpentine.

Here then are found all the materials of
Timber, Iron, Cordage, and every other fpe-
cies ofNaval Stores, neceffary for the fupport,
nay, the exiflence of Great-Britain as a ma¬
ritime power. Should I here mention bodies
of Saltpetre, the fpontaneous produce of the
earth, I may perhaps be thought too pre¬
mature; but if the promifing appearances of
that ufeful and expenfive, but neccffary com¬
modity, be happily confirmed, here is a new
fource of national wealth and independance.
A large and conftant ballance, which Great-
Britain pays to the Indies in fpecie, will be
inftantly faved, and a furer, quicker, and
cheaper fupply at once fecured. Next to
the fubjedts of Commerce, which are necef-
fary to enable the mother country to main¬
tain her independance and rank among the
other powers of Europe, we may place all
thefe, which are articles of convenience,
Luxury, and the furplus of thofe com¬

modities
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modities which are not applied to naval
purpofes. The real and abfolute neceffaries
of life are but few, the fubje&s of Com¬
merce are many and various, as they contri¬
bute not only to the real, but the imaginary,
capricious wants, of mankind. To provide
therefore againft thefe wants, upon advan¬
tageous terms, is a juft and neceffary policy;
and there are few, very few, of thefe articles,
which the colonifts cannot furnifh, under
proper encouragements. The iflands tender
the various produce of their climate equal in
quantity and quality with thofe of their neigh¬
bours. The Southern Colonies of North-
America have, as far as the infancy of the
country will permit, produced the different
articles of Silk, Rice, Indigo, Tobacco, and
even the Tea plant has not been altogether
uncultivated. Some of thefe have been car¬

ried to a much greater degree of cultivation
than others *, but where it has, Great-Britain
has received a proportionate benefit. In the
inftance of Tobacco only, fhe has become not

only the foie vender, but almoft the foie ma-
nufa&urer tor Europe, befides the immenfe
revenue flowing immediately into her ex¬

chequer.
M 2 and
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Wines arc an article of luxury, and it

is perhaps upon that account they have
not been fo much attended to by the frugal*
temperate American ; but it is certain, not
only from theory, but experience, that the
fituation and foil of many parts of this ex¬
tended continent, are well adapted for pro¬
ducing them. To what degree of perfedtion
not only the cultivation of thefe, but the
other articles of convenience and luxury may
arrive, is difficult to determine*, but it is eafy
to fee, that the great, the eventual profit, wilji
terminate in Great-Britain. I mentioned before
the produce of the Colonies as Naval Stores,
but confidered as the raw materials of great
and extenfive manufaftories, which give bread
to thoufands; and of idle, clamorous
flarvingfubjeits, make ufeful and induftrious
citizens, I cannot err, when I fay they are
immenfely ufeful to their mother country.
Upon a view of the foreign trade of Great-
Britain, we ffiall find, that except that to
Portugal, the ballance is againft her in every
one. To Rujfia, to Sweden^ to Denmark, to
Germany, fhe pays annually large fums in
fpecie, for thofe very commodities which her
American Colonies can and do produce; and
a great writer has obferved, “ That a country

“ whiclj
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*5 which conftantly exports fewer manufac*
*6 tures or commodities than it receives, wilj

foon find the ballance finking, will re-
“ ceive lefs and lefs, till falling into extreme
“

poverty, it will receive nothing at all.**

Here then we may trace the great utility of
the Colonies, not only that they afford a con-
ftant and fur.e fupply of the fubjeCcs ot com¬
merce, neceflary for the fupport of the power
and manufactures of the mother country,
but in that the has an indifputable exclufive
preference in the fale of them; and the Colo¬
nies in return are the fixed and conftant
cuftomers for all her manufactures and com¬

modities, to which they are indifpenfably
obliged to give the preference over thofe of
other countries; for as the defign of colo¬
nizing was not to found a new empire, but
to extend the old, there is no impropriety in
appropriating the trade of the Colonies tp
the mother country only. If the ballance
was therefore in favour of Colonies, as is the
cafe between Great-Britain and the Eaft~
Indies, it would be more eligible it fhould fall
into the hands of ifs own fubjeCts, however
remote, than into thofe of a foreign power.
But where that ballance is actually and

greatly



[ 9+ ]

greatly in favour of the mother country, it
becomes an intereft that ought to be very
dear to the cultivating of which, the greateft
care and attention of government fhould be
applied. That this is the cafe of Great-
Britain and her contincntial Colonies, the vaft
exportation of bullion, and the ftill remain¬
ing debt of five millions, mod: evidently
evince. With what a rapid, aftonilhing pro-
grefs, this beneficial, this lucrative trade has
advanced, the growing increafe of the ex¬
ports declare, which arofe from the Year
1744, from £. 1,436,227, to the amazing
amount of £. 2,710,520. To this the mo¬
ther country, in a great meafure,owes her con¬
tinuance as a trading nation, when deprived
ofher valuable Levant trade and her inter-
courfe even with Portugal greatly diminilhed,
and leffened by her a&ive induftrious rivals,
the French and Dutch. It is from this foun¬
tain thofc treafures flow, which enable her to

. pay the refpedtive ballances to thofe countries
with whom fhe trades, on a difadvantageous
footing. America, it is true, does not extrad
them immediately from her own bowels. She
has a more valuable and durable refource, in

the
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in the labour and induftry of her inhabitants ;
who exchange the furplus of their commodi¬
ties, beyond their own confumption, (and
which might, in fome refpeCts, interfere with
the ftaples of the mother country, or at leaft
be ufelefs to her) for thofe treafures which
are only valuable to the colonifts, as they
enable them to difcharge paft, and contract
future engagements for the manufactures of
Great-Britain.

While, therefore, fhe poffeffes a market,
which fhe can call exclusively her own, fubjeCt
to her own regulations, and the ballance
always in her favour; whatever the Colonies
may acquire from any collateral branches of
trade, will quickly flow to the mother coun¬
try,W the great centre of all their external
profits. To reftrain, therefore, or rather
flop up thofe channels of remittance, is, in
cffeCt, to prohibit the confumption of the
manufactures of Great-Britain, as our defires
to procure them have at all times been equal
to, and fometimes exceed, our ability to pay
for them. Whence it follows, that a policy
which enfures a fmall immediate revenue, at
the expence of a great, though indirect

national
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national gain, is mean and fordid* unworthy
the noble enterprizing fpirit of a commercial
nation.

But I fhould leave this fubjeCt very imper-
feCt indeed, if I fhould omit two great funds
of national wealth and power, the Fisheries'
and the Fur-Trade. The firft of thefe is
a mine richer than that of Pofoji, and more'
inexhauftible. F^r while our Fifheries ferve
as a great fubjeCt of commerce, they. are alfo
a fruitful nurfery of brave, hardy Teamen,
trained up to fatigue, to difficulty and danger.

The Fur-Trade, which is now fecured
almoft beyond the reach of accident, is dou¬
bly valuable, as it is enjoyed folely and ex-
elufively—an advantage which is not confined
to a monopoly of the raw materials, and en¬
hances their price only, but enables Great-*
Britain to be both the merchant, and the
manufacturer alfo, and that upon her own
terms j while other nations mult depend up¬
on a precarious uncertain fupply, which
which may either be raifed in its price, or'
totally withheld, as the fluctuating policy of
intereft or friendfhip fhall require. This

acquifition
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acquifition is not only valuable, as it will
probably revive a languifhing, dying manu¬
factory, but as it is a prefent, an aftual, and
confiderable fource of revenue, both on the
home confumption, arid allb on that of
foreigners.

These are a few of the principal advantages
with which a proper cultivation, eftablifhment
and tender regard of the Colonies may be
attended to the mother country. She has
likewife many inferior ones. The refidence of
thofe ofaffluent fortunes who may be led thi¬
ther by veiws of education, or mere curiofity
is not altogether unworthy regard. Thefe all
depend on, and can only flow from a perfedl
compleat Union—by fupporting that relati-
onfhip between the Mother country and her
Colonies, which has planted in their bofoms
fo ftrong and lively an affeCtion, as to dif-
tinguifh Great-Britain by the tender endear¬
ing appellation of Home.

But *tis time now that we jfhould turn to

the Colonies and fee what advantages they
may propofe to themfelves from a dutiful and
affeCbionate Union with the mother country *

and from our paft feelings we fhali readily
N acknowledge
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acknowledge we ftand in need of her protect
tion, nurture and care. Expofed by our
fituation, by a rivalffiip and competition ot-
Interefts, and yet in a ftate of infancy, it.
would be extremely difficult, if not impof-
fible, to form any Union among ourfelves
that would be fufficient to repel the attacks
of a formidable invader. In this weak, this
defencelefs ftate, therefore, we muft look up
to our indulgent parent, whofe vigorous,
falutary aid we have fo often already expe¬
rienced. Upon her we muft rely for fupport,
and under her wing Ihelter ourfelves againft
any attempts of thofe, whofe principles and
'government are incompatible with our Re¬
ligion and Liberty. A reparation would be
attended with certain ruin to the Colonies,
in their prefent fituation, as they muft ne-;
ceftarily fall a prey to one or other of thofe
powers, who would lnatch with eagernefs fo
tempting.a prize.

The firft principle of nature, felf-prefer-
vation, therefore, di&ates to the Colonies, a

fteady, a ftrid adherence to the mother counr
try, as upon that depends the enjoyment of
every invaluable privilege of a civil or religir
,©us nature. But we may not only confider her

as-
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■as the protedfor, but as the nurfing mother
■of her Colonies. Arts, Sciences, Agriculture
and Commerce, rife by flow degrees, and are
long before they arrive to any degree of per-
fedtion. They are not of quick or fpon-
taneous growth. They mull be planted,
c-herifhed and encouraged. And have we not
-experienced the tendernefs of our mother
country in this refpedt, by her bounties dif-
perfed not only in public channels, but by
private focieties and patriotic individuals ?
Have we not reafon to expedt a continuance
and perhaps an increafe of her benevolent
efforts in our behalf ? Thus taking our enter-
prizing genius by the hand, and leading it
on in the paths of induftry and ufeful in>
provements.

To turn the attention of the Colonies tp
the cultivation of thofe fubjedts of Commerce
which the mother country does not, or can¬
not produce, tho’ to her it may be eventually
profitable, is to the Colonies immediately and
diredlly fo; and when it is done by mild, by
bountiful meafures, deferves our gratitude
and thankful returns. A fixed and perma¬
nent Union between Great-Britain and her

Colonies, is abfolutely neceffary for the pre^
N 2 fervation
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fervation of the peace and harmony of their
internal adminillration. For to form the
conftitution and plan of a new government,
or even to new model and revife the old, is
no eafy or inconfiderable talk. That of the
mother country has been the work of ages;
and, to ufe the words of an eminent writer,
feems dictated by wifdom itfelf. While,
therefore, the colonifts can enjoy all the blef-
fmgs of an Englijh conftitution undiminiffied
and uninterrupted, it would be fuperlative
madnefs and folly to run the rifk of a change,
which could not poflibly be for the better,
and might be infinitely worfe. Unconnected
and divided as they are at prefent, both in
Situation and intereft (owing to the difference
of Settlement, of Charters, of Religion, and
Commerce, which are'often clafhing) how
difficult, and next to impoffible, would it be
to refcue them from a ftate of anarchy ; and
form a conftitution, for “which I will venture

to fay from the extent of America, there can
no precedent be found; a conftitution which
at the fame time that it reconciles thefe jar¬
ring interefts, muft preferve every religious
and civil Liberty intire ?

The
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The difficulties of an Union forthepurpofes
of empire, are almoft infuperable. To canton
out the provinces into petty independent
kingdoms, befides the arduous talk of fettling
the internal police, would fubjeft them not
only to perpetual quarrels with each other,
but render them an eafy prey to fome foreign
power, as they would fingly be weak, though
united under one head, truly formidable.
The only remaining refource of defperate
diftrefs, muft be to form the provinces into
diflri<Sts, having full power of legiflation
within themfelves-—but fiffijedl to the con-
troul of fome fupreme, fuperintendant au¬
thority raifed out of the colleftive body, 'as
in lome inftances in Germany, or with more
probability like Holland or Switzerland. But
this the vaft extent of the Colonies will render
almoft impoffible, as it would give being to
an ariftocracy—a kind of government as re¬
pugnant to the genius and temper of America,
as defpotic monarchy.

I therefore repeat it, that the prefer-
vation of our laws, commerce, and every
other bidding of domeftic peace, by the wife
policy of the mother country, can only be
ii}£de the bafis of a clofe and firm connexion
between her and them.

Next
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Next to the fecurity of a ftate, its wealth
and convenience are to be regarded, and to
judge how beneficial Great-Britain is to the
Colonies in this refpeft, it may be proper to
remark, that as other countries produce the
fame commodities, and have hitherto been
able to underfell the Americans in a variety of
articles, wherever an exclufive, or even a pre¬
ferable market has been given to the latter,
the advantage muft be obvious. This has
been done in many inftances by prohibitions,
or by duties charged on fuch commodities as
interfered with thofe from the Colonies, which
in fome cafes amount to a prohibition. The
Britijh Whale Filhery has been almoft wholly
given up, in favour of the American Fifheries.
Sugars, Hemp, Indigo and Tobacco, befides
a variety of other articles from the Colo¬
nies, have met with every mark ofencourage¬
ment, while the fame commodities from other
countries have been difcountenanced,or whol¬
ly prohibited. This is wife and juft policy in
the mother country, at the fame time that
it difcovers a tender regard to her children,
and makes it their intereft to unite more

clofely. In fhort they have every thing that
can make a nation great, happy and power¬
ful to hope from a Union, every thing that is
dangerous to fear from a divifion.

“ Divide
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tc Divide et impera,” was the Roman mot¬

to. May it not be applicable to Great-
Britain and her American Colonies, who, if
united, have proved themfelves equal, nay
fuperior to two of the principal powers of
Europe; but if divided, if ftruggling with in-
teftine commotions and civil difcord, I fear
will prove unable to contend with either.
This, to ufe the expreflion of a great and
eminent friend of the Colonies, is the grand
Family Compact,: which mull be cemented
by every tie of duty, loyalty and affection
from the Provinces, and every mark of kind
protedting tendernefs from the mother coun¬
try. A fatal, undefcerning policy had almoft
fnapt thefe interefting cords afunder, never
perhaps to have been doled again •, but the
guardian genius of Britain and of America
ftept between them and ruin, and with out¬
stretched hand faved a finking nation.

The Romans decreed a crowri to him who
faved the life of a citizen in battle; but what
crowns or ftatues can do fufficient honour to

the Man or Men who fave a country* a king¬
dom, in the hour of diftrefs, and refcue a fal¬
ling ftate from the brink of ruin ? Rome may
juftly boaft her Brutus's, her Curtins's, her

Cato's
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Cato9s and her Lally's—they were the Pitts,
the Conways and the Banes of that age, alike
warmed by the facred fire of Liberty, alike
crowned with Immortality, and handed down
to pofterity the wonder and delight of ad¬
miring nations. Thefe glorious architects*
nobly aided by many others whofe names
will be held in long veneration, have prop’d
the tottering fabrick of the Britijh Empire,
and pointed out that noble, generous policy,
which will make one great fyftem of govern¬
ment, whereof Britain will be the common
centre of attraction.

Under fuch a policy, we can with joy look
forwards, and behold Peace, Liberty and
Commerce diffufing their kindly influence
over all the parts of Great-Britain’s Em¬
pire \ whofe true happinefs and permanent
fecurity can be no way effectually eftablifhed
but by cc a perpetual Union between her and
her American Colonies Is*

End of DISSERTATION HI.
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t) I s S E RT A T ION IV.

By Francis HopkinSon, Efq*

this important junfhlfe, when
A t^ie eyes America are lifted

f w I td the mother country in anxious
"SjJ-WW' J‘

expedition; when trembling fear
or bold defiance, enlivening hope or myfteri-
ous furmife, diftradt every breaft and fit in
every brow*, what fubje£t can be more inte-
refting than the 16 Reciprocal advantages of a
perpetual Union between Great-Britain and
her Colonies”? and yet there is no fubjedt,
perhaps, which the public is fo little difpofed
to receive with candour, and judge of with
impartiality. How then fhall a native of
America, and an unexperienced writer, ef-
pecially in matters of fuch high importance,
prefume to draw his pen? But the worthy
Gentleman who has propofed this fubjedt,
and back’d his propofal with the reward of
diftinguilhed honour, has raifed in us who are

Q candidates
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candidates on this occafion, that ambitioft
which hath, in all ages, prompted men to
greater undertakings than cooler judgement
would have fufFered them to engage m.

I do not mean, in this little EJfay, to cal¬
culate the advantages of trade between Great-
Bri ain and her Colonies, in order to fhew
that they are reciprocal. By the very nature
of Commerce they muft be fo. There is no
country in the world that exports ftaple com¬
modities or manufa£tures,but for an advantage
to be gained; or imports them, but for the
fame reafon.

As the God of nature has adapted different
countries to abound in different kinds of pro**
duce, or excell in various ufeful arts*, it iar
evident, that a commercial intercourfe muft
redound to the benefit of the whole. But how

mud this advantage be increafed when we
confider that Great Britain, in her trade with
her Colonies, does not fupport a foreign peo*»
pie, whofe religion, politics and cuftoms are
different from her own*, but fhe fupports and
nou-rifhes her own offspring, at the fame time
that fhe enriches herfelf by the natural profits
of an extenfive trade; and fhe ftrengthenS
herfelf by protecting and encouraging her
own religion, government and cuftoms, tranf*
planted to America.

Commerce
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Commerce between Great-Britain and hep
Colonies, is like the wholefome food which a
man eats. He cannot fay, his head, his
hands or his feet, are more particularly bene¬
fited by it; but the finer parts thereof circu¬
late through the whole body, and the whole
body is nourished and fupported.

The three grand objects worthy the atten¬
tion of a wife people, are the Hate of their
Commerce, Liberty and Religion. If the Com¬
merce^ the Liberty, and Religion, both of Great-
Britain and her Colonies can alone be fup¬
ported and ftrengthened by a dole and lading
Union between them, then the reciprocal ad¬
vantages of fuch an Union muft fie felf-
evident.

I have fiightly touched the firffc of thefe.
There have been fo many accurate mercantile
calculations made in almoft every pamphlet
that has been lately publifhed on the fubjedV,
that l take it for granted, as a truth univerfally
admitted, that the advantages of trade between
Great-Britain and her Colonies are reciprocal.

With refpedt to political Liberty, fhould
it not be the glory of England 10 tranfplant,
to water and carefully to nurfe, even in a

O 2 difcant
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diftant land, a fyftem of government which
is the admiration of the world*, and Ihould
hot America adopt, and chearfully fubmit to
fuch a government? Were it poffible for
Great-Britain., with an high and arbitrary
hand, to think of fnat&hing from her Colonies
the effential privileges of EngBJhmen^ and yet
Would have them fubmit as Englijhmen to her
government, and bear only the name and ap¬
pearance of the free-born fons of Liberty •, it
would be to drefs her flaves in livery, and deck
America in robes of paper, to make her the
contempt and derifion of every other nation.
On the other hand, fhould the Colonies, with
bafe ingratitude, attempt to throw off all
dependance on the mother country, they
would put themfelves in the fituation of a

filly girl, who leaves the guidance and pro¬
tection of a wife and affedionate parent, and
wandering away expofes herfelf to ruin by
the artful infinuations of every wicked and
designing (hanger. But why fhould the
niutual connection between the parent-
country and her Colonies ever come into
queftiop? Are we not one nation and one

people? And do we not own obedience to
one
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one common King? Thofe who adopt the
fame religion, the fame plans of government,
and the fame cuftoms, are undoubtedly of
the fame nation. Different climates and dif?
ferent foils mark out countries, but not
nations. We of America^ are in all refpe&s
EngUJhmen, notwithftanding that the Atlantic
rolls her waves between us and the throne to

which we all own allegiance. Nor can we,
though in ever fo flourifhing a flate, throw off
our dependance, or diffolve this Union, with*-
out breaking the very bonds of nature. As
well might the branch fay unto the trunk,
See how I glow with bloffoms and wave with
foliage: I have no further need of thy fap,
keep it for thy own tiourifhipent!

On the other hand, does not Great-Britain
by tranfplanting her conftitution into America*
as a fcion from the flock, propagate her own
likenefs? Nay, does fhe not make unto her-
felf another crown and another fceptre ?

In all attacks that fhall be made upon
Great-Britain by the numerous rivals of her
power, and enemies to her profperity; her
polonies, like a number pf dutiful and pro-

mifing
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iniftng children* growing up round her, will
more and more add to her ftrength, and
contribute to her importance. And fhould
it ever happen, amid the revolution of things
human, that thofe enemies Jhould prevail
againft her, what could her fons lofe but the
beautiful ifland they have fo long poflefied ?
£ven in that cafe (which we truft and believe
will never happen) they might find in the
Colonies a Cure afylum, thither they might
remove with all the noble privileges of
their conftitution, as to a people and coun¬

try they can call their own *, and the Britijh
throne might yet fhine with undiminifhed
glory even in the prefent wilds of America.

Lastly, with refpeft to the religious li¬
berties of the people of England^ how precious
they are, let the price which has been paid
for them declare And thefe will be as

much ftrengthened by a perpetual Union with
the colonies, as their civil liberties.

But exclufive of this confederation, it cer¬

tainly mufl: be the glory of Great-Britain to
propagate, protect and encourage in her co¬
lonies that facred fyftem of religious truth

which
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^hich flie holds To dear. Indeed that Ihe
^herfelf judges in this manner is evident from
her many charitable donations for promoting
the intereft of learning and virtue in America...

In fhort, the Proteftant Religion, and par¬
ticularly that excellent branch of it the na¬

tional Church of England, is the pure and
healthful air in which the political cortftitution
of Great Britain, moves and breathes with
health and vigour; religious Liberty being
hereby fixed on as firm and broad a bafis as
Civil Liberty *, both of which are fo effentially
interwoven with the nature of her govern¬
ment, that it cannot be admmiftered without
them. Nor can her empire be more effec¬
tually ftrengthened, than by extending with
it whatever fhe finds valuable in her own pof-
feffion. This is her intereft, and it muft be
her honour, as it is likewife the intereft and
honour ot the Colonies to receive, nourifh
and join with her in the fupport of every
thing of this kind, which Can only be done
by a perpetual Union between them.

How deteftable then muft the politicians
be, who fhall ever attempt to kindle the de¬

finitive
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fhu&ive.-fiamc^ of jealoufy between- twd
friends, whofn nature feems to have united in
the clofeft bonds, and whofe hearts and in-
terefts are and ever ought to be one ? Should
any one ever fucceed in this (which God for¬
bid) I doubt not but that after much cruel
contention and unnatural bloodfhed, each
would rulh into the other’s arms, and em¬

phatically cry out, “We are both in the
wrong/’

This iubje& might be expanded into vo¬
lumes, and no doubt will be * but I leave the
full difcufiion of it to more able hands •, and
humbly hope this little EJfay will be accepted
as the oblation of one who intimately feels
the importance of this great truth', that “ a

perpetual Union between Great-Britain and
l>er Colonies will ever be reciprocally ad^
yantageous.”

FINISs


