A

B

ST

o
=
il _.wmﬂw_










oo
ool
ZE

; 2 s e

ey oo s el X L LT

e e e i —==

s, I i 7 i v 7 7 5 6 S S

T AT S NN
2T =

e e s S
e L
L LT T T T

TSI 7 g s

o
520 Al P

22 oz
o
iy = =

tefched some Water foni the Canal , and' pon
openecd s ey, and said o Bcsmg\'

24557 ) 2 %
[]7de rage 33,
Lo lsTied Ly G Jarin 6

Creg

¢ S s inpeile i

i 3t T e e —




BEAUTY

AND

THE BEAST.

A TALE

FOR THE ENTERTAINMENT OF

Jubenile RKReaders.

Ornamented with Elegant Engravings,

Lonbon:

6, GREAT ST.THOMAS APOSTLE,
—_——
rice Sixpence ; or Half-bound with Coloured
Plates, One Shilling.,

RINTED AND'PUBLISHED BY G. MARTIN, -






BEAUTY
AND THE BEAST.

> @ 4@ B>

A rew centuries ago lived a very
wealthy merchant, who had three sons
and three danghters. The education he
gave them wasof the most superiorkind.
The girls were all bandsome, but the
youngest was styled the Little Beauty,
and hence she was, when grown up,
called by the name of Beauty, which
made her sisters jealous,~who were
proud of their riches, kept only the
grandest company,and laughed at their
youngest sister, whose study was to im-
prove her mind.—They would only
marry to a Duke or an Larl, while
Beauty declined every offer, thinking
herself too young to be removed from
her father’s house.
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All at once the merchant lost his
whole fortune, excepting a small coun-
try house at a great distance from town,
and told his children, with tears in his
eyes, they must go there and work for
their living. The two eldest answered,
That they had several lovers, who, they
were sure, would be glad to have them,
though they had no fortune; but in
this they had mistaken, for their lovers
slichted and forsook them in their po-
verty. As they were not beloved on
account of their pride, every body
said, ““ they donot deserve to be pitied;
we are glad to see their pride humbled ;
let them go and give themselves quality
airs in milking the cows and minding
their dairy. But, (added they,) we are
extremely concerned for Beauty, she
was such a charming sweet-tempered
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creature, spoke so kindly to poor peo-
ple, and was of such an affable oblig-
ing disposition.” Nay, several gentle-
men would have married her, though
they knew she had not a penny; but.
she told them she could not think of
leaving her poor father in his misfor-
tunes, but was determined to go along
with him into the country to comfort
and attend him. Poor Beauty at first
was sadly grieved at the loss of her for-
tune ; ¢ but, (said she to herself)) werel
to cry ever so much, as that would not
make things better, I must try to make
myself happy -without a fortune.”
W hen they came to their country house,
the merchant and his three sons applied
themselves to husbandry and tillage ;
and Beauty rose at four in the morn-
ing, and made haste to have the house



6

clean, and breakfast ready for the fa-
mily. In the beginning she found it
very difficult, for she had not been used
to work as a servant; but, in less than
two months, she grew stronger and
healthier than ever. After she had done
her work, she read, played on the harp-
sichord, or else sang whilst she spun.
On the contrary, her two sisters did not
know how te spend their time; they got
up at ten, and did nothing but saunter
about the whole day, lamenting the loss
of their fine clothes and acquaintance.
“ Do but see our youngest sister, (said
one to the other,) whata poor, stupid,
mean-spirited creature she is, tobe con-
tented withsuch an unhappy situation.”
The good merchant was of a quite dif-
ferent opinion: he knew very well that
Beauty out-shone her sisters in her
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person as well as her mind, and ad-
mired her bumility, industry, and pa-
tience : for her sisters not only left her
all the work of the house to do, but in-
sulted her every moment,

The family had lived about a year in
this retirement, when the merchant re-
ceived a letter, with an account that a
vessel, on board of which he had ef-
fects, was safely arrived. This news
had liked to have turned the heads of
the two eldest daughters, who 1mme-
diately flattered themselves with the
hopes of returning to town; for they
were quite weary of a country life ;
and, when they saw their father ready
1o set out, they begged of him to buy
them new gowns, caps, rings, and ali
manner of trifles ; but Beauty asked for
nothing, for she thought to herself, that
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all the money her father was going to
receive would scarce be suﬁ‘iment to
purchase every thing kursisters wanted.
“ What will you have, Beauty?” said
her father. “ Since you are so kind as
to think of me, (answered she,) be so
kind as to bring me a rose, for, as none
grow hereabouts, they are a kind of
rarity.” Not that Beauty cared for a
rose, but she asked for something, lest
she should seem by her example to con-
demn her sisters’ conduct, who would
have said she did it only to look parti-
cular. The good man went on his
journey ; but when he came there, they
went to law with him about the mer-
chandize, and after a great deal of
trouble and pains to no purpose, he
came back as poor as before.

He was within thirty miles of his own
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heuse, thinking on the pleasure he
should haveinseeing his children again,
when, going through a large forest, he
lost himself. It rained and snowed ter-
ribly ; besides the wind was so high,
that it threw him twice off his horse;
and night coming on, he began to ap-
prehend being either starved to death
with cold and hunger, or else devoured
by the wolves, whom he heard howling
~all around him, when, on a sudden
looking through a long walk of trees,
hesaw alight at some distance, and go-
ing on alittle farther, perceived it came
from a palace illuminated from top to
bottom. The merchant returned God
thanks for this happy discovery, and
hastened to the palace ; but was greatly
surprised at not meeting with any one
in the out-courts. His horse followed
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him, and seeing a large stable open,
went in, and finding both hay and oats,
the poor beast, who was almost famish-
ed, fell to eating very heartily. The
merchant tied him up to the rﬁa‘nger,‘
and walked towards the house, where
he saw no one, bul entering into a
large hall, he found a good fire, and a
table plentifully set out, with but one
cover laid. As he was wet quite through
with the rain and snow, he drew near
the fire to dry himself. < I hope (said
he) the master of the house, or his ser-
vants, will excuse the liberty I take; I
suppose it will not be long before some
of them appear.”

He waited a considerable time, till it
struck eleven, and still nobody came:
at last he was so hungry that he could
stay no longer, but took a chicken and
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ate it in two mouthfuls, trembling all
the while. After this, he drank a few
glasses of wine, and, growing more-
courageous, he went out of the hall;and
crossed through several grand apart-
ments with magnificent farniture, till
he came into a chamber, which had an
exceeding good bed in it, and, as he
was very much fatigued, and it was
past midnight, he concluded it was best
to shut the door, and go to bed.

It was ten the next morning before
the merchant waked,and as he was go-
ing to rise, he was astonished to see a
good suit of clothes in the room of his
own, which were quite spoiled. « Cer-
tainly, (said he,) this palace belongs to
some kind fairy, who has seen and pi-
tied my distresses.” He looked thro’
a window, but instead of snow saw the
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most delightful arbours, interwoven
with the most beautiful flowers that ever
were beheld. He then returned to the
great hall, where he had supped the
night before, and found some cliocolate
ready made on a little table, Thank
you, good Madam Fairy (said he aloud)
for being so careful as to provide me a
breakfast ; I am exzreme]y obliged to
you for all your favours.”

The good man drank his chocolate,
and then went to look for hisg horse; but
passing through an arbour of roses, he
remembered Beauty’s request to him,
and gathered a branch on which were
several ; immediately he heard a great
noise, and saw such a frightful beast
coming towards him, that he was ready
to faint away. “ You are Very ungrate-
ful, (said the Beast to him , 1n a terrible
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voice;) I have saved your life by receiv-
ing you into my cast]“e, and in return,
you steal my roses, which I value be-
yond any thingin the universe; but you
shall die forit. I give you but aquarter
of an hour to prepare yourself, and to
say your prayers.” The merchant fell
on his knees, and lifted up both his
hands: «My Lord, (said he,) I beséééh
you to forgive me ; indeed 1 had noin=
tention to offend in gathering a rose for
one of my daughters, who desired me
to bring her one.” ¢ My name is not
My Lord, (replied the monster,) but
Beast. Idon’t like compliments, not 1;
T like people to speak as they think ;
and so do not imagine Lam to be moved
by any of your flattering speeches; but
you say you have got daughters. Iwill
forgive you, on eondition that one of
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them corhe willingly; and suffer for you.
Let me have no words, but go about
your business, and swear that, if your
daughters refuse to die in your stead,
you willreturn within three months,”
The merchant had no mind to sacrifice
his daughters to the ugly monster, but
he thought, in obtaining this respite, he
should have the satisfaction of seeing
them once more ; so he promised upon
oath he would return,and the Beast told
him he might set out when he pleased ;
“ but, (added he,) you shall not depart
empty handed. Go back to the room
where you lay, and you will see a great
empty chest ; fill it with whatever you
like best, and I will send it to you home,
and at the same time Beast withdreyy.
“ Well (said the good man to himself,)
if I must die, I shall have the comfort,
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at least, of leaving something to-my
poor ehildren.”

He returned to the bed-chamber, and
finding a quantity of broad pieces of
gold, he filled the great chest the Beast
had mentioned, locked it, and after-
wards took his horse out of the stable,
leaving the palace with as much grief
as he had entered it with joy. The
horse, of his own accord, took one of the
roads of the forest, and in a few hours
the good man was at home. His chil-
dren came around him, but, instead of
receiving their embraces with pleasure
he looked on them, and holding up the
branch he had in his hands, he burst
into tears. ‘“ Here, Beauty, (said he,)
take these roses ; but little do you think
hew dear they are likely to cost your un-
happy father.” He then related his fatal



16

adventure : immediately the twe eldest
set up lamentable outcries, and, in a re-
proachful and malignant tone, said all
manner of ill-natured things to Beauty,
who did not cry at all. ¢ Do but see the
pride of the little wretch, (said they,)
she would not ask for fine clothes, as we
did ; but no, truly, Miss wanted to dis-
tinguish herself ; so now she will be the
death of our poor father, and yet she
- doesnotsomuchasshedatear.” ¢“Why
should 1? (answered Beauty,) it would
be very needless, for my father shall not
suffer upon my account. Since the mon-
ster will accept of one of his daughters,
I will deliver myself up to all his fury,
and 1am veryhappyinthinking thatmy
death will save my father’s life, and be
proof of my tender love for him.”  **No,
sister, (said herthree brothers) that shall
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ol be: we will go and find the monster,
and either kill him or perish in the at-
tempt.” “Do not imagine any such
thing, my sons, (said the Merchant)
Beast's power is so great, that I have
no hopes of your overcoming him: Iam
charmed with Beauty’s kind and gene-
rous offer, but I cannot yield to it. Iam
old, and have not long to live, so can
only lose a few years,which I regretfor
your sakes, my poor children.” = *‘ In-
deed, father, (said Beauty) you shall not
go to the palace without me; you can-
not hinder me from fellowing you.” It
was to no purpose all they could say,
Beautystillinsisted on settingout forthe
finepalace; and hersisters weredelight-
ed at it, forhervirtue and amiablequali-
ties made them envious and jealous.
The merchant was so afflicted at the
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thought of losing hjs daughter, that he
had quite forgot the chest full of gold;
but at night, when he retired to rest,
no sooner had heshut his chamber door,
than, to hisgreat astonishment, he found
it by his bed-side ; he was determined,
however, not to tell his children that he
was grown rich, because they would
have wanted to return to town, and he
was resolved not to leave the country;
but he trusted Beauty with the secret,
who informed him, that two gentlemen
came in his absence and courted her
sisters; she begged her fathertoconsent
to their marriage,; and give them for-
tunes; forshe was so good that she loved
them, and forgave them heartily for all
their illusage. These wicked creatures
rubbed their eyes with an onion to force
some tears when they parted with their
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sister; but her brothers were really con-
cerned. Beauty was the ouly one who
did not shed tears at parting, because
shewould not increase their uneasiness,

The horse took the direct road to the
palace ; and towards evening, they per-

“ceiveditilluminated asatfirst: thehorse

went of himself into the stable, and the
good man and his daughter came into
the great hall, where they found a table
splendidly served up, and two covers.
The merchant had naheart to eat, but
Beauty endeavoured to appear cheerful
sat down to table and helped him. Af-
terwards, thought she to herself ““ Beast
surely has a mind to fatten me before
he cats me, since he provides such a
plentiful entertainment.” When they
had supped, they heard a great noise,
and the merchant, in tears, bid his poor
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child farewell, for he thought Beast was
coming. Beauty was sadly terrified at
his horrid form, but she took courage
~as well as she could, and the monster
having asked berif she came willingly,
«Y_e—s,” said she, trembling. “You
‘arevery good, and [ am greatly obliged
to you. Honest man, go your ways to-
motrow morning, but never think ofre-
turning here again. Farewell, Beauty.”
““Farewell Beast,”answered she sighing;
and immediately the monster withdrew.
“ O daughter, (said the merchant, em-
bracing Beauty) I am almost frightened
to death ; believe me, you had better go
back, and let me stay here.” ¢ No, fa-
ther, (said Beauty, in a resolute tone,)
you shall set out to-morrow morning,
and leave me to the care and protection
of Providence.” They went to bed, and
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thought they should not close their eyes
all night ; but scarce had they laid down
than they fell fast asleep ; and Beauty
dreamed a fine lady came, and said to
her, “I am content, Beauty, with your
‘good will ; this good action of your’s in
giving up your own life to save your fa-
ther’s shall not go unrewarded.” Beau-
ty waked and told her father her dream,
and, though it helped to comfort him a
little, yet he could no help crying bit-
terly when he took leave of his dear
child from the uncertainty of again be-
holding her.

As soon as he was gone, Beauty sat
down in the great hall, and fell a crying
likewise ; but as she was mistress of a
great deal of resolution, she recom-
mended herself to God, and resolved
not to be uneasy the little time she had
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to live ; for she firmly helieved Beast
would eat her up that night. -
However, she thought she might as
well walk about till then; and view this
fine castle, which she could not help
admiring. It was a delightful pleasant
place, and she was extremely surprised
at seeing a door, over which was written
« Beauty's APARTMENT.” She opened
it hastily, and was quite dazzled with
the magnificence that reigned through-
out; but what chiefly took up her at-
tention was a large library, a harpsi-
chord, and several music books. “Well
(said she to herself,) [ see they will not
let my time hang Leavily on my hands
for want of amusement.” Then she
reflected, “ Were I but to stay here a
day, there would not have been all these
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preparations.” This eonsideration in=
spired her with fresh courage ; and
opening the library; she took a book and
read these words in lelters of gold :—

¢ Welcome, Beauty; banish fear,

You are queen and mistress heye;

Speak your wishes, speak your will;

Swift obedience meets them stills”

“Alas; (said she; with a sigh,) there
is nothing I desire so much as to sce
my poor fatherand to know what he is
doing.” She had no sooner said this,
than, casting her eyes on a great leok-
ing-glass; to her great amazement she
saw her own home, where her father
had arrived witha verydejected counte=
nance; her sisters went to meet him and
notwithstanding their endeavourstoap-
pear sorrowful, their joy, felt for having
got rid of their sister, was visible in
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every feature. A moment after, every
thing disappeared, and Beauty's ap-
prehensions at this proof of Beast's
complaisance. | | '

At noon she found dianer ready, and
while at table was entertained with an
excellent concert of music though with-

out secing any body ; but at night, as
she was going to sit down to supper,

she heard the noise Beast made ; and
could not help being sadly terrified.
‘““ Beauty, (said the monster,) will you
g»ivé me leave to see you sup?”’  That

is as you please,” answered Beauty,

trembling. ¢ No, (replied the Beast,)
you alone are mistress here ; you need
only bid me be gone, if my presence is
troublesome, and I will immediately
withdraw : every thing here is yours,
and I should be very uneasy if you'were

v x
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not happy. My heart is good, though
I am a monster.” ¢ Among mankind,
(said Beauty,) there are many that de-
serve that name more than you, and
I prefer you, just as you are, to those
who, under a human form, hide a frea-
cherous, corrupt and ungrateful heart.”
Beauty ate a hearty supper, and had
almost conquered her dread of the
monster ; but she had like to have
fainted away, when he said to her,
« Beauty, will you be my wife?” She
was some lime before she durst an-
swer, for she was afraid of making him
angry if she refused. At last, howe-
ver, she said, trembling, ¢ No, Beast.”
Immediately the poor monster began to
sigh,and howled so frightfully, that the
whole palace echoed. But Beauty soon
recovered her fright, for Beast, having
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said in a mournful voice, “ Then fare-
well, Beauty,” left the room; and only
turned back now and then, to look at
her as hs went out.

When Beauty was alone, she felt a
great deal of compassion for poor Beast.
“ Alas! (said she,) ’tis a thousand pities
any thing so good-natured ghould be
sougly!” ;

Beauty spent three months very con-
tentedly in the palace; every evening
Beast paid her a visit, and talked to her
during supper very rationally, with
plain good common sense, but never
with what the world ecalls wit ; and
Beauty daily discovered some valuable
qualifications in the monster; till
seeing him often had so accustomed
her to his deformity, that, far from
dreading the time of his visit,she would
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often look on her watch to see when
it would be nine; for the Beast never
missed coming at that hour. There
was but one thing that gave Beauty
any concern, which was, that every
night, before she went to bed, the mor-
ster always asked her, if she would be
his wife. One day she said to him,
“ Beast, you make me very uneasy. I
wish I could consent to marry you, but
I am too sincere to make you believe
that will ever happen ; I shall always
esteem you as a friend ; endeavonr to
be satisfied with this.” ¢ I must (said
the Beast) for alas! | know tco well my
own misfortune; but tien I love you
with the tenderest affection; however,
I ought to think myself happy that you
will stay here. Promise me never to
leave me?” Beauty blushed at these
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words ; she had seen in her glass, that
her father had pined himself sick for
the loss of her, and she longed to see
him again. “T could (answered she)
indeed promise never to'leave you en-
tirely, but I have so great a desire to see
my father, that 1 shall fret to death if
you refuse me that satisfaction.” ¢ I
had rather die myself, (said the mon-
ster,) than give you the least uneasi-
ness. 1 will send you to your father;
you shall remain with him, and poor
Beast shall die of grief,” ¢ No, (said
Beauty, weeping,) I love you too well
to be the cause of your death: I give
you my promise to return in a week,
for I indeed feel a kind of liking for you.
You have shewn me that my sisters are
married, and my brothers gone to the
army ; only let me stay a week with
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my father, as he is alone.” “ You shall
be there to-morrow morning, (said the
Beast,) but remember your promise :
you need only lay your ring on the
table before you go to bed, when yon
have a miid to come back : farewell,
Beauty.” Beast sighed asusual, bidding
her good night; and Beauty went to
bed very sad at seeing him so affiicted.
When she waked the next morning,
she found herself at her father’s, and
having rang a little bell, that was by
her bed-side, she saw the maid come ;
who, the moment she saw her, gave a
loud shriek ; at which the good man
ran up stairs, and thought he should
have died with joy to see his dear
daughter again. He held her fast
locked in his arms above a quarter of
an hour. As soon as the first transports
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were over, Beauty began to think of
rising, and was afraid shehad noclothes
to put on ; but the maid told her, that
she had just found, in the next room, a
large trunk full of gowns, covered with
gold and diamonds. Beauty lhanked
good Beast for his kind care, and taking
one of the plainest of them, she intended
to make a present of the others to her
sisters. She scarcely had said so, when
the trunk disappeared. Her father told
her, that Beast insisted on her keeping
them herself; and immediately both
gowns and trunk came back again.
Beauty dressed herself ; and in the
meantime they sent to her sisters, who
hastened thither with their husbands.
‘They were both of them very unhappy.
The eldest had married a gentleman,
extremely handsomeindeed, butso fond
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of his own person, that he neglected his
wife. The second had married a man
of wit, but he only made use of it to .
plague and torment every one. Beauty’s
sisters sickened with envy, when they
saw her dressed like a Princess, and
look more beautiful than ever. They
went down into the garden to vent their
speen, and agreed to persuade her to
stay a week longer with them, which
probably might so enrage the Beast as
to make him devour her. After they had
taken this resolution, they went up, and
behaved so affectionately to their sister
that poor Beauty wept for joy, and, .at
their request, promised to slay seven
nights longer.

In the mean time, Beauty was.un-
happy. The tenth night she dreamed
she was  the palace garden, and that

in
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she saw Beast extended on the grass-
plot, who seemed just expiring, and iu
a dying voice, reproached her with her
ingratitude. Beauty started out of her
sleep, and bursting into tears, reproach-
ed herself for her ingratitude, and her
ingensibility of his many kindand agree-
able qualifications. Having said much
on this, she rose, put her ring on the ta-
ble, and then laid down again ; scarcely
was she in bed before she fell asleep ;
and when she waked the next morning,
she was overjoyed to find herselfin the
Beast’s palace. She put on one of her
richest suits to please him, and waited
for evening with the utmostimpatience,
at last the wished-for hour came, the
clock struck nine, yet no Beast appear-
ed. After having sought for him every
where, she recellected her dream, and
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flew to the canal in the garden. There
she found poor Beast stretched out,
quite senseless, and, as she imagined,
dead. She threw herself upon him
without any dread, and, finding his
heart beat still, she fetched some water
from the canal, and pouring-it on his
head, Beast opened his eyes, and said
to Beauly, “You forgot your promise,
and I was so afflicted for having lost you
that I resolved to starve myself; but
since I have the happiness of seeing you
once more I die satisfied.” “No, dear
Beast, (said Beauty) you must not die ;
live to be my husband ; from this mo-
ment I give you my hand, and swear to
be none but your's.” Beauty scarcely
had pronounced these words, when the
palace sparkled with lights and five-
works, instruments of musie, every thing
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seemed to portend somegreatevent: buk
nothing could fix herattention ; she turn-
edto her dear Beast, for whom she trem-
bled with fear; but, how great was her
surprise ! Beast had disappeared, and
she saw at her feet, one of the loveliest
Princes that eye ever beheld, who re-~
turned her thanks for having put an end
to the charm under which he had so
long resembled a Beast. Though this
Prince was worthy of all her attention,
she could not forbear asking where
Beast was. “Yousee him at your feet
(said the Prince,) a wicked fairy had
condemned me to remain under that
shape till a beautiful virgin should con-
sent to marry me. In offering you my
crown, [ can’t discharge the obligations
havetoyou.” Beauty, agreeably sur-
prised, gave the charming Prince her



35 3

hand to rise; they went together into
the castle, and Beauty was overjoyed to
find, in the great hall, her father and
his whole family, whem the beautiful
lady, that appeared to herin her dream,
had conveyed thither.

‘¢ Beauty, (said this lady,) come and
receive the reward of your judicious
choice: you are going to be a great
Queen, I hope the throne will not les-
sen your virtue, nor make you forget
yourself. As for you, ladies, (said the
Fairy to Beauty’s two sisters,) I know
your hearts and all the malice they con-
tain. Become two statues ! but under
this transformation, still retain your rea-
son.  You shall stand before your sis-
ter’s palace gate, and be it your punish-
ment to behold her happiness.” Imme-
diately the Fairy gave a stroke with her
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wand, and, in 2 moment, all that were
in the hall were transported into the
Prince’s palace. His subjects received
him with joy ; he married Beauty, and
lived with her many years : and their

happiness, as it was founded on virtue,
~was complete.

FINIS,

G. Martin, Printer, 6, Great St. Thomas Apostles















