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,voNDER now vvl1at can tl1e little ones do? 
Of V\T l1at use can the little fo1lc be?" 

T}1us said U11cle Fred, as l1e drew little Ned, 
And Alice and Tom to his lc11ee : 

'' Co1ne, liste11 to 111e, ,, l1ile a story I tell 
Of one ,, 110 ,, as little a11d useful as ,,,ell. 

THE MOUSE AND THE LION. 

'' A vfee little Mot1se, ,vitl1 l1is sist@rs a11d brothers, 
His father a11d 111otl1er, l1i 1 cousi11s a11d others, 
Whe11 ot1t for a ra111ble one l1ot st1n1mer's clay, 
Frisl{ed over a Lio11, as slee1)i11g l1e lay. • 
Tl1e Lion was l1eated ,, itl1 l11111ti11g, a11d tired, 
And rot1sed tht1s t111ti111ely ]1is anger was fired; 
Quiel{ lifting his pavv tl1e i11trt1der l1e seized, 
And poor captive Mo11se l1e to deatl1 ,vould l1ave squeezed. 
'fhen hard the Mot1se l)lcacled its pitiful fate, 
' Oh spare me,' l1e cried ; ' I am s1nall, yot1 are great! 
And the noble old beast, lilce a true forest l{i11g, 
Raised his foot and let go tl1e })0or ,ivee-little tl1i11g. 

Soon after, the Mouse 1net tl1e Lio11 agai11, 
Caught fast i11 a 11et ,vl1ere he strt1ggled i11 vai11; 
' Lion king,' said the· Mouse, ' yot1 were gracious to me, 
Now I in my tur11 may to yot1 useful l1e ! ' 
Then ,vith sharp tiny teeth, he nibbled a11d tore, 
Till the Lian brol{e through, and ,vas free once more." 
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'' Well done, little Mouse ! " cried the children with glee. 
'' Then liste11 again," said tl1eir Uncle, '' to n1e; 
While you praise tl1is ,,Tee Mouse, i11 its plain suit of grey, 
Take a lesso11 fron1 one clacl in brighter array. 

, THE BIRDS IN COUNCIL. 

''Now 011ly t]1inlc of such a fu11ny tl1i11g, 
The birds 011e day desired to have a l{i11g ! 
The Magpie, Jaclcdavv, Peacocl{, ""\Vren, a11d Owl, 
The Robin, Parrot, a11d the bar11-door Fowl 
Together n1et upon. the s111111y plair1, 
To choose a lci11g who over tl1e111 sl1ould reign. 

'11he Peacoclc spread l1is tail of feathers gay, 
The silly birds admired the vai11 display. 
The Peacoclc they proclai111ed,-tl1ey clapped their wings : 
But the11 the ~1agpie spoke-just a few thi11gs 
He thougl1t the Birds if wise ought first to lc11ow • 
. He begged to ask the king vrhat he could do ? 
How he ",.ould l1elp them, if i11 vvarlilce flight 
Tl1ey savv descend the Eagle, V11lture, Kite? 
Alas ! he could not help ; his sple11did tail, 
His plu1nage gay would be of 110 avail. 

The birds bega11 to tl1i11k the Magpie wise ; 
The Peacock loolced quite foolisl1 i11 tl1eir eyes: 
His featl1ers certainly tl1ey mucl1 admjred, 
But 1nore tl1a11 beat1ty i11 their lci11g desired. 
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'' Fine actions far more than fi11e feathers adorn : 
And I think," said their U11cle, '' this story should warn 
All vain little people, whe11 proud of tl1eir dress. 
-Are you ever vai11 ?-Now, Alice, confess!" 
The children all Ja11ghed. ''Not that wl1ich we wear, 
But tl1at -vvhich we do should be our chief care. 

THE DOG IN THE MANGER. 

'' Now hear of tl1e Dog in a Manger who lay, 
Reposing his bones 011 a bed of sweet hay. 
By and by came a poor hu11gry Ox from the field ; 
Oh ! wl1at a good dinner tl1is 11ice hay should yield ! 
He k11e,,r very well that Dogs. never eat hay : 
He did 11ot thi11lc Rover wo11ld bar le a 'N ay~nay'
N or wot1ld he deprive tl1e poor Dog of l1is bed, 
For tl1at ,vould be greedy, and very ill bred : 
Enough for tl1em bot 11, he believed to be there ; 
So . he stooped dow11 to talce his ow11 rightful share. 
Then up jumped tl1e Dog with an ungracious howl, 
A11d drove baclc tl1e Ox ,,rith a bark and a growl: 
Qtrite true he l1i1nself could not eat if he would
The Ox l1e resolved sho11ld 11ot eat if he could!" 

'Oh ! sha1ne on tl1e ill-11atured Dog," Alice said; 
'' A sl1an1e i11deed, Alice ! " replied Uncle Fred; 
'B11t greater tl1e sl1ame if selfishly 1ve 

Good ma1111ers for get, a11d t111ge11erous be. 
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'' And, children," he added, '' bear this too in mind, 
Be as ht1mble and modest, as l1elpful and ki11d: 
Keep al,vays your place, and of folly beware, 
Which vvould make you prete11d to be more tha11 you are. 

THE ASS IN LION'S SKIN. 

'' A11 Ass once ~Tandered through the forest wide, 
Witl1 long ears listeni11g for ,vl1at might betide . 
Whe11 i11 the patl1 lie found a Lio11's skin, 
And fastened it arou11cl l1is body thi11. 
The beasts wl10 savv l1i111, trembled in alarm, 
And ra11 to hide themselves lest lie sliot1ld har1n; 
The Ass ,vas cl1armed tl1at he so mea11 a tlii1ig, 
Should be mistake11 for tl1e Forest Ki11g. 
A Fox a1)proacl1ed, vvhe11, thinlcing to a:ffrigl1t, 
He vainly tried to roar \vith all his 1nigl1t. 

Tl1e l1ideous sound made Rey11ard draw more near : 
' ~Iy eye played false,' l1e S:Jiid, 'but not my ear; 
The vvl1ile you held your to11gue I ,vas deceived ; 
Your noisy brayi11g has my fears relieved-
A1i ~t\ss i11deed you are-as Ass by 11ame ; 
Who but an ~t\ss wot1ld play so mean a game ? 
Put off tl1at slci11, a11d lc11.o,v tl1at vai11 pretence, 
Is ,va11ti11g botl1 i11 l1011esty and se11se ; 
,v11at 1natters it ho,v lo~7ly be our state? 
It n1atters 111ore that we be true tha11 great.' 
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'' ..L\11d now i11 another short story we see, 
IIow obedierice, a safeguard to children may be. 

THE WOLF AND THE KID. 

'By-bye, 1ny lcici ! ' a11 old Goat said 011e day, 
'Do just as you are bicl ,vl1ilst I'1n away; 
The door see boltecl; lcee1) it so till I 
Co1ne baclc to yot1 agai11; by-bye, by-bye!' 
Then off tl1e 1notl1er set 111)011 l1er ,vay; 
A11d S0011 a Clllllli11g ,v olf ,vho near by lay, 
Lifted the lc11oclcer ,vitl1 a rat-tat-tat. 
Says Kicldy from witl1i11, 'Pray ,vl10 is tl1at ?' 
'Cl1ild,' says the ,v olf, i11 voice as like tl1e Goat 
As l1e cot1ld bri11g from ot1t l1is l1uslcy tl1roat,
' Cl1ilcl, ope11 qt1iclc, your motlier is outside ! ' 
'I kno,v 1ny 111otl1er's voice,' tl1e lcicl replied; 
'Tl1e door is bolted, I a111 safe ,vithin, 
Loud you may lcnoclc, no e11tra11ce will yot1 v\rin ! ' 
The olcl Goat soo11 returned, ' Dear lcicl, 1'111 come ! ' 
And glad the l{id her n1other ·\ivelcon1ed l1on1e 
' I saw, 111y child,' sl1e said, 'a ,v olf before; 
.My heart 1nisgave me, for he left_ our door. 
Oh ! had you opened it, or disobeyed, 
You would, 1ny pretty lcid, l1ave 110w bee11 dead.' 
'I 1)eeped from 011t the window,' said the Kid; 
' Thought of your vvorcls, and did cts I rvas bid.'" 
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The children all ~stened v\rith silent delight, 
Then declared in a breatl1 the little Kid right. 
'' O11ce more, learn how tl1ose ,vh.o do selfishly wro11g, 
Are sure to find o~t tl1eir mistal{e before long. 

THE BEAR AND THE BEES. 

'' A Bear too fo11d of h.011ey sweet, 
Thought once to give himself a treat ; 
He cli1nbed a garden fe11ce, where stood 

, 

A ro,v of hives i11 order good ; 
With lifted pavv tl1e sw~ets to get, 
The Hives l1e in a trice 11pset ; 
The11 buzzed tl1e Bees lilce angry foes, 
They stu11g l1is eyes-they pierced his 11ose ; 
lie tried to beat tl1en1 down, but tore 
His o,vn ears,-smarti11g all the more. 

'' A11d 110,v, little people," said Uncle, '' one word _ 
My 111ea11ing is grave, thougl1 n1y stories abs11rd. 
Would yo11 seelc to be 11seful, a11d humble, and k_i11d, 
A11d fill ,visely tl1e 1=>lace by yo11r ~Ial{er <lesignecl ?
Would yo11 lear11 trt1e obedie11ce a11d evil avoid, 
Lest tl1e hope of your life· by its sti11g be destroyed?-· 
Believe me, tl1e good a11d the tr11e and the just, 
Are tl1ose God l1as taugl1t i11 tl1e1nselves 11ot to trust; 
No l1eart is so l1appy as tl1at I-le n1alces p11re ; 
No l1ope is lik:e that ,vhicl1 i11 Jesus is sure. 

/' May He 1)ardo11 :yot1r si11s, ancl l1is Spirit bestow!> 
Tl1at as . T ars pass away, you in wisdom may grow ! " 
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·BOOKS FOR LITTLE CHILDREN. 
WITH COLOURED PICTURES AliD WOOD ENGRAVINGS. 

ONE SHILLIIfG EACH IN FANCY COVE:&, 

MY PRETTY BO-OK: 
Containing an Illustrated Alphabet and First Lessons for Little Children in Spelling and Reading. 

MY PRETTY VER SEaB OOK: 
An Alnhabet of V,-lfses. ... 

I MY PRETTY STORY-B'OOK: 
Super-royal, 16mo .. · ii 

MY PRETTY LESSON-BOOK: I . 

Or1 Some First Things for a Child to Know. 

MY PRETTY PETS. 

BOOK OF SUNDAY PICTURES 
FOR LITTLE CHILDREN. 

Old Testament. Coloured Pictures and Wood Engravings. Extra Boards, gilt, 3s. 

BOOK OF SUNDAY PICTURES. 
New Testament. Coloured Pictures and Wood Engravings. Extra Boards, gilt, 3s. 
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CHILDREN OF THE BIBLE. 
With Coloured Engravings. 4to. Exira boards, gilt edges, 2s. 

CHILD'S BOOK OF POETRY. 
Original and Selected. With Engravings. 18mo. Cloth boards, ls. 6d. 

LITTLE FRANK AT THE . FARM. 
With Coloured Pictures and W'ood Engravings. Sma11 4to. Fancy cover, 2s. 

THE SWEET S ·T-OR-Y OF .OLD. 
With Coloured Pictures and Wood En_graYings. Roy=tl .l&n-0. Extra cloth bo~rds, gilt edges, 2s. 6d. 

VISIT ·ro AUNT AGNES. 
For Very Little Children. Coloured Engravings. Smail 4to. F,ancy cloth boards, 2s. I s 
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