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PREFrJiCE~ 

--
IN an age when genius has condefcended to the capa ... 

cities of infants, and for their u[e has fitr.plified fri. 

c-nce and illu{hated manners, it is with diffidence the 

Author of this little work offers it to the public: yet h~ 

tru!ls a zeal, not to be exceeded, in the caufe of youth_. 

and the moft ardent wifh to blend thc:ir pleafore with their 

mproVt:ment, will plead for him. In this confidence 

he prd~nts to them the Hi!l:01 y of William Langley. 

They who write narra 1ives, 1:ke the fol!o,,iing, for the 

iulhuflion and tl;e amufermnt of childhood, fhollld e!pe• 

., ci,dly attend to three circu rn!tances. Firfl, that all the 

incidents be foch ;,:is are natural, and panicularly apply 

to that period of life. Secondly, that the moral deduc

tions from them foould be obvic.us, praElical, and fitted 

to youtl fol ,.indc:dhmdings. Thirdly, th"t the language 

(J)0ul<l be fanpl but not mean, aud elega,1t without af

icctation. 

\Ve have not involved our young hero in any intricate 

:;dventures, fince only fuch are m~de to befal him as are 

~on mon to every fchool- boy. We have taken him allo 

' from the ordinary clafs of men, that his example may 

i ·he more generally apply; anJ. we have advan,ed him to 
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tomfort and competency, and have purpofely excluded 
grandeur, that, whilfi indufiry and honefiy fee before 
th.em ~ adequate reward, the imagination iliould not be 
dazzled by the glare of diftant meteors. 

We have endeavoured to point each more rnmarkab1e 
incident with its appropriate moral, and to render them 
natural and familiar; and, as the pureft fource of all 
virtmous practice, we have referred ou~ young readers to 
the precepts of the Holy Scriptures. 

Knowing well that · the words and phrafes which are 
acquired in infancy adhere through life; and, as well as 
habits, mark either good or ill breeding; we have betm 
very anxious that no vulgar terms fhould fteal into our 
little Hiflory .-At the fame time, to render it facile to 
young learners_, we have reje8:ed all long, hard, and un
common words: th:us endeavouring t0 give that middle 
ftyle of diction which, in .common difcourfe at leall:, is 
perhaps thi politeft that caµ be ufed by all ages and 
ranks of men. 

Such has been our aim in this work; but it may be 
feared we have rather planned than performed; ar.id that 
o'l'.lr claims froin it will be more to the merit of well in._ 
tending, than to the praife of full execution. 



OF 

WILLIAM LANGLEY. 

LET all little boys, who wi{h to obtain the 

love of their friends, and the efieem of 

the world, who defire to prof per and to b~ . 

happy, lifien to the True Hiftory of William 

Langley. 
Children, when they are taught to read, are 

not always fenfible how great a kindnefs they 

receive: many, indeed think themfelves very 

hardly treated in being obliged to learn their 

book, becaufe it gives them at fi.rfi fome 

trouble.-But they fhould be told, and they 

fhould remember, that nobody loves a dunce; 

that he who will not learn what his parents or 

mailers endeavour to teach him, will get none 

of thof e things which all little folks de.fire to 

B 
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11 have, fuch as playthings and prefe11ts of dif. 
ferent kinds *.-But this will more clearly 
be feen in the account which we propofe to 
give of our young hero. We £hall, therefore, 
def cribe all his errors, and all his virtues, 

· without any referve: by which it will appear, 
that bis errors always made him unhappy, and 
invo1ved him in fcrapes and troubl~; but his 
virtues, at lafi, got the better of his faults and 
vexations, ana rendered him happy in him .. 
f elf, and ref peaed by all mankind. We 
hope, therefore, that our young readers of 
every defcription will learn by his example, 
which we record for their improvement, to 
avoid his defeas, and to imitate his lai1dable 
qual ities. 

§ 2. 

Vlilliam Langley was the fon o~ William 
anJ Hannah, Langley who kept a line1:-dra
_per's {hop in the city of Norwich; his parents 
·were, it is true, not very rich, but every body 

,x, Nvt to fay any thing of their being dep11vcd of the 
plliai'ure 0f n:auing fuch little Hiffories ai. tliis of viii s. 

3 . 
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e~eemed them for their honetl y; and '1vhat 

tells greatly to their praife is, that from hav. 

ing nothing in the world, they raifed them .. 

felves by their indufiry to a Hate of decency 

and comfort.-Nobody fhould be dcfpifed 

becaufe tli.ey happen to be poor; antl when 

poor people, by their good condua, obtain 

property, they fhould be fo much the more 

refpeaed. Children may alfo be a:ffured, 

that the bldling of God attends upon induftry, 

but that contempt and want are the followers 

of idlenefs. Old Mr. Langley, and a brothe~ 

of his, ·whofe name was James Langley, wit

neffed the truth of this in a :flriking manner. 

They were both put out :o try their fortunes 

in the world at the fame time. William was· 

bound apprentice to a linen-draper, and 

James to a taylor. "\Villiam was always fo

b.;r and honcfr, went every Sunday to church, 

nevcc iZept z.ny bad company, and carefully 

mindr d his bufinefs. James, on the contrary, 

·was a very idle fellow: when he was- fent on 

an errand, he fiai<l and played at marbles with 

1!1i=: cir1.y anl :.J11ghty boys, in th~ .!lreets, of 
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whom he learned, not to fpeak the truth, as 
well as to fay bad words. His mafter was at 
length fo angry, that he would keep him no 
longer, and fent him away. He afterward.s 
became a beggar, and fuffered very great 
bard{hips; and, muft have died from difirefs 
and dif eafe. if he had net been affifted by his 
good brother, William, when his time was 
out, took a little !hop, and began firfi of all 
in · a very f mall way: but when the neigh
pours faw · how fober and careful he was, 
they all made a · point of dealing with him ; 
by whici1, in a few . years, he got · m~ney 
enough to enable him to buy the flock, and 
take the houfe of a maa of credit, in the fame 
trade, who was leaving bufinefs; after which 
he married a very -plain, but worthy woman, 
by _whom he had feveral children; and he 
always maintained his family with great de.., 
~ency and good order .. 

§ 3· 
11r. and Mrs. Langley had, after their 

rnarria_ge, two or _three children, who did not 
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furvive the dangers and diforders to which all 

infants are expofed, fuch as the fmall.-pox, 

the meafles, worms, and the great pain a_nd 

fever which are produced by the teeth forc

ing themfelves through the gums. Children, 

therefore, cannot be too thankful, nor behave, 

too well to their parents, and thofe fervants 

who take care of and nurfe them when they 

are in fo very weak and helplefs a :!late. 

After fame years they had this little boy, 

\Vill iam, who, by very great and con:flant 

care, got the better of all the above com

plaints. As his father and mother were very 

fond of him, when he was about two years 

and a half old, they fcnt him to a good old 

woman, who lived in the country, about four 

miles from Norwich, that he might have the 

benefit of the air, and where, at the fame 

time, he might be at fuch a difiance as to ad

mit of their going to fee him as often as they 

could properly do fo. The air of fo large a 

pbce as Norwich, ,rhere there is a great deal 

1f fmoke and dirt, and where there are • 

g1 cat number of b.c1d fmells, which arc p! ::., 

B 3 
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cluced by the number of different trades there 
praaifed, is not fo good for children as that 
of the country. 

§ 4· . 
Little William was a very forward child; 

and -when he was fent to the o-ld woman, who 
w·as his nurfe, he could fpeak very plainly, 
and walk or run about as well as many child
ren who were a year older. As he had very 
good health and great f pirits, he was more ven
turous than he ought to have been ; and twice 
he was in very great danger of being killed, 
·or at lea:fl of being very much hurt, from his 
going farther from the door than he ought to 
have gone alone. At the bottom of his 
nurfe's garden was a fmall pond, deep enough 
to drown any little boy or girl; this his nurfe 
had on account of fome ducks which !he 
k ept. The good woman always told William 
n ot to go near this pond, and he promifed he 
n ever would : but the old ducks happen~d to 
ha ve fome little ones, with which William 
was fo pleafed, that he often ran about the 
garden after them, trying to catch one 
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When they were very young he was able to 

do this, for they could neith~r run fa{l' rior 

far; but as they grew older, they eafily got 

away from him. One fine day his nurfe gave 

him leave to play in the garden, charging 

him, as ufual, not to go near the water; but 

William faw the little ducks, and foon for

got what he h~d promifed. They ran from 

him, he ran after them; the fafter they wad

dled, the fafter he ran: at length, they plun

ged into the water; to the brink of which, 

when William came, he could not flop him-

J~lf, fo he tumbled into the pond, head fore

mofl. Li~ckily for him, his nurfe's daughter 

was in the garden, hanging out fome linen. 

Jenny, for that was her name, went with great 

hafie and took. him out, or he would certain

ly have been drowned : l\S it was, he dirtied 

a nice clean frock, hurt his face and kneest 

a:1d [wallowed a great deal of very dirty wa

ter. He was foon made fenfible that he had 

done very wrong; and it is certain that he 

never, alone, we11t near that piece of ,va'er 

ag.:.in. It is proper that all children !hou!d 
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kno,~ they may be drowned m a very little 
quantity of water.; ,v hich, by entering their 
mouth and nofii:ils, wi 11 not only prevent 
their crying out, but will fuffocate and kill 
them: when we fay fuffocat€, ,,ve mean, that 
it will not foffer them to draw their br~ath, 
They may al fo learn from t11is ~ccident, 
which William Langley met with, how dan
ge.rous i.t is not to do as they are bid _by thofe 
who are older1 and therefore wifer than them::-
fe1 v-es. -

§ 5· 
The other efcape which William had wa~ 

this :-He was always told not to go into the 
public road, which was oppofite the houfe of 
his, nurfe; for, as fhe very jufily faid, if you 
do, VVilliam, fame coach, or pofl-chaife, or 
horfe, may perhaps run over you, and break 
your limbs, if not kil I you. There is George 
Blow, at the next door, has got only one leg, 
and is in other ref peEls a great cripple. He 
was one day playing in the road, and a fiage
§:Oach ran over him; for, as he. was fo little 
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a boy, the coachman coulcl not fee him . . He 

was· a long time very ill, and the furgeon was 

at laft obliged to cut off his leg. William 

was quite fhocked to hear this fad flory, and 

faid to himfelf, that he would neyer play in 

the road; but, to prove how apt little boys 

are to forget themfelves, that fame afternoon 

he faw a butterfly, as it flew acrofs the road, 

and away, ,-vith his hat in his hand, he fk.ipped 

after it, at that moment a chariot was coming 

almoft at full fpeed ; and, had it not been for 

Jack Afhmore, the baker's man, \Villiam · 

would certainly have got a mifchief. But 

Jack caught ·1-i~m up in his arms, and carried 

him home tu is nurfe. William was at fir:fl 

terribly frightened ; and his nurfe, as well 

fhe might, fcolded him feverely ; but, upon 

his promifing to be very careful in future, he 

was forgiver.; and, indeed, it is but doing 

him j ufiice to fay, that this accident perfea!y 

cured him of going near the road. Children 

fhould never go near coaches, waggons, carts, 

nor horfes; for as they are neither quick 

enough, nor il:rong enough to get out of clan-
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ger, the wifefl: thing they can do is ' never to 
r,un into it. Many children have been made 

·lame all their lives from running into a public 
road, er a fl:reet, contrary to the commands of 
their parents and nurfes_. 

§ 6. 
As foon as William was _four years old, .: 

Mr. Langley came one Sunday morning in a 
one-horfe chaife, and took him home to Nor
wich. As q1ey were riding along, his father 
told him that he was now to go to fchool, 
and learn to read. This William faid he 
fhould be very glad to do, for he longed 
much to have one of the golden books which 
his nurfe had fhown him at the !hop windows. 
When they came to the fireet where Nlr. 
Langley lived, \Villiam's mamma came out of 
t.he door to we! corne them home : fhe was 
glad to fee her little boy; and ·when fhe heard 
that he had been, in general, a very good 
boy, £11e made much 0£ him, and boiled him 
a plum padding for his dinner. In the after
~oon fhe carried him out to take a walk, and 
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lliowed him a number of fine things, which 

he had never feen before; and promifed to 

buy him a gun and a drum as foo~ as he 

lhoulcl tell her his letters. On the next morn

ing, ~fter he had ate a good breakfafi of bread . 

and milk, Mr. ~angley took his fon to a Mr. 

Baxley, who kept a day--fchool in the neigh- . 

. bourhood, and who was famous for te·aching 

little boys and girls _to read. Ivlr. Baxley was 

a good-natured man, and began direaly to 

f11ow William fome of his letters, which he 

defired him to remember againfi the afternoon. 

At twelve o'clock a maid came to carry 

Langley home to his di1.1ner, and Ihe brought 

him again at hvo. Upon his going the fe

cond time into the fchool, he faw a boy 

fianding in the middle of the room, with a 

firange cap upon h~s head; it was made of 

red and yellow cloth, and fome little brafs

bells hung from the cop, which made a firange 

jingling noi[e whene\·er the boy fiirred. As 

all his fchool-fellows .were la;ghing at him, 

Langley a{ked Charles Mortlock, a good lit

tle boy ,vho fate next him, who that poor fel-
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low was, and why he was placed in the mid. 
die of the fchool, 'and wore that firange cap. 
His name, replied Charles, is Drinkwater; 
he is placed there· for the boys to lauih 
at ; and he wears that cap becaufe he is a 
dunce, ,and will not learn his book. Langley 
was very forry for Drinkwater; but, young 
as he was, he infiantly refolved to take great 
pains, and learn his book as fall: as ever he 
could, that he might not be obliged to, wear 
t he fool's cap. As foon as Mr. Baxley called 
h im, he remembered the letters he had been 
taught in the morning; and was ihown fome 
more, which he promifed to repeat to his 
mafter the next day. 

§ 7· 
Langley continued conftantly to improve 

in his reading under Mr. Baxley; he never 
played truant, nor ever wore the fool's cap . At 
five years old, he yould read very prett ily in 
the Tefiament and in Dodfley's Fables, which 
!all: he learnt to repeat by heart : his memory 
was fo good, that what he read carefully over 
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two or three times before he went to bed, he 

could al ways fay by heart in the morning. 

One fingular flory is told of him, when he 

was not quite five years old. His father and 

mother wi!hed him to repeat the third chapter 

of Proverbs, which is a very pleafing and very 

u[eful chapter, for it contains, in eaf y and 

elegant language, the befl advice in the world. 

Langley, who was always defirous to pleafe 

his parents, becaufe he loved them, and be

caufe they were fo good to him, began to read 

it as foon as he had got his dinner. Before 

he went to be<l he could fay it almofi. all ; he 

read it once more before he went up fla irs 

with the maid, ,\'ith whom he flept. In the 

middle of the night be Lit up in the bed in 

his fleep, and repeated tl~e whole chap ter 

without miffing a word. This appea ·s \ron

derful, but it is certainly true. They who 

are in good health often dream of thofe things 

which employ their thoughts dming the day; 

and this was the cafe , vith Langley, who all 

the aflcrnoon h.:1d been fiudying the third 

cl.apter uf Prov Cl bs. It was, therefore, im-

C 
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preifed fo fl:rongly on his mind, that even 
ileep did not make him forget it. 

§ -8. 
From five years old to feven, William 

Langley paffed his time like mofi other chil
dren.-But it is to be obferved, that long be
fore he was feven he could read, a2:d he could 
f pell better than any other little boy in Mr. 
Bax ley's fchool. - We will relate a few ilo
ries of him, which happened when he was 
betw~xt five and feven years old. Then his 
talents became fo {l:riking as to attra8: the 
notice of lVIr. Newton, the curate of the pa
rifh; and he was removed to a grammar
fchool, and began to lec.1rn Lalin, Greek, and 
French; a1l which we fha11 afterwards relate~ 
as it cannot fail both to entertain and infl:rcc: 
our young readers, for whofe ufe this book is 
written. Langley once, and once only, w~ 
very perverfe; that is to fay, he would net 
do ·what he was de fired, when he knew~ .an~ 
when he felt, that what was de fired o.f hi;.~ 
was Yery proper in itfelf, and tL~rdorc to !J:C 
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e.'petted from him. He had learned to fay 

by heart the pretty faole of the Beggar and 

h is Dog, which is to be faun.cl in i\1r. n ·odf. 

ley's book.; he ufed to repeat it to his father 

and mother very prettily, and much delighted 

them to hear him ; indeed, they were fo 

much pleafed with him that they invited Mr. 

and l\'frs. Clements, their next door neig,h .. 

hours, to come and drink tea with them; 
'-

promifin if Pthem that \ iVilliam !hould repeat 

for thei r amufement this fable. ,vhen the 

tea things were taken away he was called up

on to fLrnd in the middle of the room a"nd 

[peak the foble . To the great vexation of 

bs fauer and mother, he wcrnld not repeat it 

~ he:1 he was bi<l; and lVIr. and l\tlrs. Cle

ments ·went a"·ay uneafy and dif pleafed. !\'fr. 

~ngle,1• \•:a.:; \·e; v an{!rv in<leed; r..e could 
~ (_) ., 

not be othen"\·ire: and \\7illiam ,,·as whipped, 

· a1.d f: it to bed \.1.: ithout bis fupper. He was 

fo uiil1.1pp) ac this, that be couid riot gf't a 

ink of :CTecp till Yery la~c, and the r-ext 

murni ng, 1.rirhout any thing bei!w faid to 

} . l ' 1 r .. l c·· · 
!ID, 1C '.'.'('. .t to t!'.e 110'..Le OI ~-~L ; /cmentsi 
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when that gentleman and his wife were at 
breakfafi, and begged leave to repeat to them II • 

.- the faple of the Beggar and his Dog. They 
were very glad to hear him, an~ he did not 
mifs a word. Mr. Clements gave him fome 
toafi and fome tea; and took him, after break. 
fafi, home to his father, who was fo pleafed 
w ith what he had done, that he not only for. 
gave him, but bought him a new pook, and 
loved him more than ever. :-., 

§ 9· 
A notheF thing which happened to Langley 

was this :-In th~ city where his father lived 
there was a great contefl: for a Member of 
Parl iament. The name 'of one gentleman, 
who wifhed to be el½aed, was Hogg. the 
.name of the other was Stevenfon . Mr. Stc
venfon was the favourite of the common peo
ple, be_caufe he gave them {lrong beer, and 
_promifed them a great many fine things. Mr. 
Hogg was fupported by all the gentlemen 
and people of property, becaufe they knew 
him to be an hone.ft man, though he did not 
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profefs fo much as his opponent. \Vhen Mr. 

Hogg appeared in his chair on the day of 

ekElion, the dirty vulgar people cried out, 

- o pork ! no pork! no bacon! William 

Langley having heard this, when Mr. Hogg 

came riding in his chair, oppofite to his fa_ 

ther's l10nfe, lw cried out fo too: No pork! 

no por_k ~ no bac~n !-7\Ir. Langley faw him i 

and taking him b·y his arm, pulled him into 

the houfe: luckily, lVIr. Hogg neither fa,v 
nor heard him.-vV e tell this. flory, to £how· 

now jgnorant and how thoughtlefs all children 

fH~, and to teach them how careful they 

pught to be.· It happened, afterwards, that 

, his ve1 y ~lr. Hogg, ,~ horn Langley childifl1-

1 _- infulted, pro,·ed his very beft friend, and 

~1id him and his family much kind fervice; 

.d1ich, pr bably,_ he would not ha~'e done, if 

i1e had heard him rudely and n1 lgarly abufe 

!i:m. Old I\Ir. Lat glcy explained to his fon 

.. he d,ing·'r and the folly of calling people 

.1a~1cs. It is certainly ah\·<lys foolifh, for it 

e :,q. tJlc~ ourl'ch·e more than thofc \·vith who~ 

,:t- are angry ; dnd it is always dangerous, for 

C 3 
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it may procure us enemies who, one time or 
other, may do us much and ferious injury: 

§ ,10. 

We will tell one more flory of Langley, 
which proves his good nature, but not his 
prudence. He heard his father and mother 
fay, that we !hould never grudge giving that 

· to the poor wrtich we either do ·not want our
fel ves, or of which we can eafily get another. 
-Mr. and Mrs. Langley had a great deal of 
charity; and their defire ,i:as, that their fon, 
William, fhould learn of them to be kind and 
tender-hearted, whenever he couia be fo pro-

, perly. One day, as Langley was rambling at 
fome little difi.ance from his father's houfe, he 
met a poor little beggar boy) in rags, without 
any hat. Said William to bimfelf, I have an
other hat ~t home, and this poor little boy, I 
dare fay, · has none' in the world; fo I will 
venture to give him this which I have on, and 
which I wear every day. He therefore gave 
the beggar his hc1t. When he came home, 
·Where's your hat, my dear? fays his mother • . 
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"\.Vhy,-fays he, mamma, you know I had two 

hat. ; and I met a little boy who had not one 

in t l1e world, fo I gave him mine.-Mrs. 

L,rng,!ey cou Id not be very angry with him, 

ec-aufe fhe knew that he inten<l'ed to do an 

aft of kindnefs; but !he very fenfibly fpoke 

to him thus, which prevented his doing any 

thing of the fame kind again: My dear Wil

liam it is very right that you fhould be good 

natured, and may always give away that which 

you do not want yourfelf. But your hat you 

did want; for your father and I are not rich, 

and !hall not chu f e to buy you another hat till 

this time next year; fo that your Sunday hat 

will be rzg_ged and fhabby before you will have 

,mother. When you wifh to give any thing 

a\',ay, afk your papa or me firfi; and we will 

not fail to tell you when you may give what 

_-ou have to give, and when not.-Williarn 

thanked his mother for lier fenfible advice, 

w hie h he al ways afterwards remembered. 
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§ 11. 

When vVilliam was feven years old, 1fr. 
Newton, the curate, called upon old Mr. 
Lang1ey about fome parifh bufinefs. Mr. 
Langley ,vas now fo much refpeaed by all 
who knew him that he had been ele8:ed 
churchwarden. , It was the bufinefs of t~e 
churchwarden to pay the clergyman, every 
quarter, a fum of money, which :Nlr. Newton 
came to receive. William was playing at 
:µiarbles -in the fhop, and, as he appeared to be 
a lively little fellow, iv1r. Newton took notice 
of him, and calling to him-Well, fir, fays 
he, can you give~ receipt for money ?-Yes,_ 
rep1ied Willic;1rn, modeftly, b,ut I mufr firfr 
receive the money.-This fhrewd anf,,ver fo, 
pleafed Mr. Newton, that be began to afk. the 
boy feveral q uefiions; and when he fonn<l 
that he could fay his catechifm, read the Bi
ble~ and repeat many fables by heart, and gave 
al fo to other things ,-ery fenfible anfwers, he. 
took ol<l i'v1r. Langley ifHo another room. 
$ir,, faid he~ addreffing him, I perceive that \ 
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your fon has parts better than thofe of boys 

in general, and it would be a great pity that 

they fhould be either loft or negleaed. I 

would, therefore, advife you to extend your 

plan, and fend him to a grammar-fchool. I 

have a friend, proceeded Mr_. Newton, who . 

lives in Yorkfhire, who takes a few private 

pupils: he is a very clever man; and, if you 

can afford to pay him eighteen or twenty 

pounds a year, I can anfwer for it that your 

fon fhall be properly infiruaed in Latin and 

Greek, and the greatefi poffible care taken of 

]1is m_orals and his health.-Mr. Langley, who 

was defirous lo give his fon every advantage, 

infbntly confented to this propofal. l\llr. 

Newton ,note to l\!Ir. Snow, who lived at 

Richmond, in Yorkfi1ire, and received an an

fwer the following week, informing him that 

he ,vould take \Villiam Langley as a fcholar, 

npon the terms propofed. E,·ery thing, 

th ref re, ·was fetted, and vVilliam was to de~ 

part within' the fpace of a month. 
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.§ 12. 

All that now remained to be done was, to 
determine the manner in which Langley was 
to travel to Yorkfhire. Mrs. Langley was, a·: 
firfi, very unhappy at the idea of fending be· 
fon_. to fo great a diflance; but- when fhe re 
.fleaed tbat it was for hrs improvement, an, 
future advantage. her con f ent was eEifily ob 
tained. ,vhilft Mr. and Mrs. Langley wen 
in fuf penfe about the mode of fending their 
little boy to Y orkfhire, they met, at a neigh
hour':, houfe, the captain of a flour fhip which 
confiantlv went backwards and forwards from 
Yarmouth to Newcaftle 11pon Tyne. Upon 
mentioning to him what was the fubjeEl: of 
their thoughts, he told them it was in his 
power to remove all that perplexed them.-!, · 
fays he, will take the boy to Newcafile for 
nothing, •and I am acquainted with a fober~ 
go·od--natured fellow who drives pack-horfes 
from Newcafilf: to Richmond: he may rid<. 
there with him very pleafantly, and for ,'. 
trifling expence. My friend, I will engage 

r 
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for it, wi'll deliver yom: fon fafe at the houfe 

of his mailer. Thefe propofals wer·e accept~ 

ed with thankfolnefs by Mr. and Ivirs. Lang-

· 1ey; and the next Sunday was appointed to 

carry William by the coach to Yarmouth, 

and put him on board the good fhip Friend~ 

fhip, Captain Allen, commander. 

§ 13. 

When Sunday came, Langley found his 

l1eart a little heavy; and indeed his father , 

and mother were neither of them very cheer-

ful; but, hmvever, they got into the Yar

mouth coach·; and away they went, as faft as 

four horfes coul<l carry tl.iem. \iVilliam found 

a tear rifing in his eye as he took his lafi look 

of the cathedr,l1, or, as it is there called tbe 

great church; but, ,.,·hen he thought that he 

was going to fee a number of new places, and 

new things , he foon bccarr.e more compofed. 

As foon a they got to Yarmoetb, Captain 

Al len wzis in the inn y::ird, read: to mret 

them.-Come, fan be, ,·ot:ng- r-entleman , 
,I ~ (,J t. ) 

there is no tur.e to be lofl : we haYe get a 
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fair wind, a~d the !hip is lying-to for us in the 
roads ; fo kifs your papa and mamma, and go 
along with me.-Williarn longed very much 
to be in a !hip, and to fee the fea; and this 
defire very much leffened the farrow which. 
he would otherwife have felt in parting with 
his good parents: . he did cry a little, but not 
much.-Mr. Langley would go and fee his 
fon fafe on board; but Mrs. Langley having 
a very tender heart, thought, that by going 
along with him ta the fea fide, !he might not 
be able to conceal her own tears of affeaion 
and regret; and !he, therefore, thought it bet
ter to go into the inn and wait the return of 
her hufband. :rvlr. Langley took his little 
boy by the hand, and away they went to die 
fea fide, where a boat was waiting for the cap
tain and his young paffenger. William took. 
leave ,of his father with a great deal of cou .. 
rage, and {kipped into the boat. The old 
gentleman fiaid till he faw his boy fafe on 
boar-d; and then with a foftened heart a fl d 
moii1 ey~s, retur.ned to the inn. As he went, 
he poured out the warme1l pra/ers tu-l-lea ·~·<.:n 
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for his fon's fafety and welfare.-Mr. and 

Mrs. Langley {laid that night in Yarmouth; 

but returned home, the. next morning, with

out meeting with any accident. 

~ 14. 

When William firfi got on board he wa~ fo 

delighted with the fhip, that he thought of noM 

thing elfe; but, when he had been there a 

little time, he began to feel himfelf very oddly 

affe8:ed; his head turned round, and his fio

rnach was uneafy : he at length becarhe fo fick 

that he vomited prot~fely .. -. -This is a com

plaint to whic11 almofi all people are liable 

who have never b~en at fea before; but it 

}Jever does any real injury, and often proves 

of great benefit. La11gley foon got rid of his 

ficknefs ; and, as it was a fine fummer even

ing, he chofe to £land upon the deck, and 

look at the fea, the moon, and the fl:ars, till it 

was very late, rather than go to bed .-The. 

next morning, after a light ileep, he got up 

from the captain's bed, where he had lain 

down. The! icene ·was now very different 

D 
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from what it had been the evening before: 
the iky looked black and difmal, the winds 
began to roar, the thunder rolled louder and° 
loucder, and it lightned terribly. The fur face 
of the [ea, which before_ was calm, now be
came rough and [welling; and to William, 
who had never feen any thing of the kind be
fore, it appeared very dreadful. He began to 
cry bitterly; and his farrow was increafed 
when he thought of his father and mother, 
whom he never e~peB:ed to fee again. He 
did not, however, forget to fay his prayers; 
and the captain, who was a good-natured 
man, came to him and comforted him, telling 
him the fiorrn would foon be over, and they 
fhould be prefently at Newcaflle. Upon this 
our young hero began to recover his f pirits, 
and at the captain:s defire went and lay down 
in the cabin. After a found ileep, he leaped 
out of bed, and ran upon the deck again, when 
he had the pl_eafure to fincl the tempeft quite 
gone, and fine weather returned, and the 
jolly failors drinking a bowl of punch, which 
the captain had given them . 
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It was the middle of the night when the 

{hip approached Tinmouth harbour, ,,vhich is 

about feven miles from Newcafile.-As a war 

was then expeaed, orders had been given to 

a fixty gun fhip, which was at anchor near 

Tinmouth, to fend a prefs-gang- on board 

every m erchantman, which fnould come into 

the harbour, and take away all the able feamen 

to ferve his :tvlajefiy, againft the French and 

Spaniards. This was therefore done; and, at 

midnight, armed with pifiols apd cutlaffe~ a 

prefs-gang boarded Captain Allen's fl1ip, 

when \Villiam was fa{l afleep in one of the 

failor's hammocks. They took all the men 

they could find; and, coming to the pla~e 

where poor little Langley was fleeping, one 

of them cried out, Jack, here is a boy, -fhall 

we take him ?-As foon as he had faid this he 

took \Villiam by the arm, and pulled birn out 

of his hammock. At firfi he was terribly 

frightened, for he fa": their piflols and cut-

. laffes, and fuppofed that they were going t 
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kill him; but whert the captain told the offia 
cer of the prefs-gang that he was a little boy 
going to fchool in Yorkihire, they foon let him 
go, and begged his pardon for having treated 
him fo roughly. They then went away, 
leaving only the captain and the mate, as they 
thought, to condua the fhip fafe into har
bour; but when they were gone, and by the 
light of the rifing , fun; Nlr. Allen. perceived 
no boats near, he gave a whifi1e, and one poor 
failor leaped upon deck, who all the night had 
been concealed among:fl: the facks of flour: v 

he was fo droll a figure, being all over cover-
ed with white duft, that William, as well as 
the captain and mate, laughed heartily to fee 
him. 

§ 16. 
We will .here flop a little while to relate 

two comical incidents which happened at 
Newcafi.le, when William was there, and 
which were occafioned by thefe prefs-gangs: 
-A poor failor, who maintained a wife and 
family in comfort with the wages which he 
earned in the fervice of the merchants, was 
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one night taken out of his . bed by the prefs~ 

gang, and carried on board the tender-, which 

is a veffel appointed to receive the preffe~ 

mer~. This veffel was placed a_!: no great dif
tance from the fhore. The above failor, as 

he behaved quietly, obtained permiffion, after 

he ha,d been on board a few days, to go upon 

the deck and f peak to his wife, who was come 

to fee him. After walking up and -down with 

her for fame minutes, he fuddenly caught her 

up in his arms, and fo leap~d with her over

board into the water: he fwam with her to

wards the fhore, and, before the boats of the 

tender could he got ready to purfue him, h~ 

was fafely landed with his burden.-The peo

ple were fo much pleafed with his gallantry 1 

that ther would-not fuffer · the prefs-gang to 

go after him; and, returning to his father's_ 
houfe, who had a little farm in the country, 

thr:' were never able to get him again. The 

otbe1 R:ory is this :-A young failor being pur

fued by tlte prcfs-gang through the flreets of 
Newcaflle, nm into a clock J,nd W3~chmaker's 

faop : be told the man hi:; danger, rho very 
D3 , 
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kindly put him into an empty clock-cafe, 
locked· the door, took out the little key, and 

put it in his pocket. Pref ently the prefs
gang came :-Sir, faid they, if we are not 

mifiaken, a failor ran into this fhop.-1 fancy 
replied the watch-maker that you will find 

yourfelves greatly mi flak en. They however 
fearched about, but foon went away without 

finding the man. \Vhen evening came, the 

good-natured watchmaker let the failor out, 

who returned him thanks, and went about his 
bufinefs. 

§ 17. 
As foon as ever Captain Allen could leave 

his fhip, and go on fhore, he took Langley 
with him to the inn which he k~ew was fre

quented by John Barclay, wh<? drove the _ 

pack-horfes .to Richmond. Luckily they met 

him at the entrance of the inn, when he 
agreed with Mr. Allen to deliver William 
fafe and found io Mr. Snow at Richmond; 

and added, that he intended to fet off in two 

days time. · Mr. Allen left Langley with Mr. 
Barclay, and bidding him be a good boy, he 
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willied him his health, and returned to his 

veffel. William was now left alone, in a 

:firange place, amongfr :fhangers, whofe man- · 

ner of talking he did not eafily underftando 

The people who live in Newcaille ufe differ. 

ent words, and pronounce them in a different 

manner and tone of voice from thofe who 

live in Norfolk. All this at firfl puzzled and 

diflreffed him, but he foon got the better of 

it, for Barclay was very kind to him, and 

carried him to take a walk about the town·, 

fhowing him every thing which was worth a 

little boy's feeing. vVhat furprifed him the 

mofl was, to fee a number of litt le boys _and 

girls running about the fireets without llioes or 

fiockings, and not at al 1 f eeming to mind it. 

To be fure, he had feen boys and girls with

out llioes and flockings before, but then they 

were beggar's children, '"· ho, as his papa had 

told him, were often fuffered to go fo to ex

cite pity and obtain money. But in Newcaf

tl e the matter is very different : the children 

are there all brought up info hardy a manner 

(that is to fay, the children of Lhofe whu ar e 
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not very rich,) ·that they-do not care for the 
cold ; and, by ufe, their feet became fo cal. 
1~us, that they can hardly be faid to want 
fooes., Langley was, however, not at all d-if
pleafed at looking down at-his own leg~, and 
perceiving that he had a nice pair of new 

. )hoes, . and clean cotton :{lockings. H½ was 
alfo furprifed to fee the women, as well as 
men, carrying great burdens upon their heads, 
without taking hold of th:m with their hands, 
and having only a round piece of cloth, fluff. 
ed ·with wool, to prevent what they carry 
from hurting their heads. He afked Barclay, 
bow they did this; who told him that it was 
cnflom; for, as they began to do · fo when 
they were children, time rendered_ it perfeRly 
eaf y to them. It is, indeed, proper that" all 
little folks iliould know and confider, that 
whatever they learn to do when they are very 
yonng, becomes the more and more eafy the 
olJer they grow; and, unle fs they think pro
p er to negleE't it, wi ll never be forgotten. 
1\eitlicr fhould they ever be frightened by any 
tb iug [~emiug difficult at firfl: time and in-

.. 
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clufiry will furmount all hardfhips. Another 

thing, which attraRed Langley's notice, was 

the black bread which he ·faw; that he faw 

the people •in general atet not ·only ,vithout 

any appearance of diflike, but with eagernefs 

and appetite. He was induced to taHr it ; 

and, at firfr, it feemed to him fo four that he 

could not [wallow it: he therefore a!ked Mr. 

Barclay, how any body could eat four bread. 

Why, fays Mr. Barclay, though it feems ra

ther fo_ur to every body at firfi, by eating it 

only three or times that tafie goes away, and 

it becomes as pleafant to the palate as it is ·• 

really wholefoine to the body. All this \Vil- ... 

liam found to be true; for, the very next 

morning, at breakfafi, he ate a whole round 

of a loaf toafied and buttered, and never 

found the leafl fault with it.. Now the real 

cauf~ of its feeming four arifes from its being 

made of rye, which is of an acid tafi.e, and 

perhaps is lefs nouri!hing than wheat . 
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§ 18. 
- It w.as in a fine morning, in the month of 
J ube, that Langley and his good-natured con. 
duElor left Newcafrle. As foon as they got 
out of the town, which to be fore i~ dirty 
enough, the country, and indeed every thing 
which met their eyes, was beautiful and de .. 
~ightfol. There were thirty pack-h.orfes in a 
row, the firft of which had fc.me rnufical bells 
faflened to his collar, which, as he moved 
flowly along, played very prettily. On the 

; lafl horfe, upon a pack of wo~l, rode Willi .. 
t:: am. The pack was fo foft and _fo long, that 
.. he could ride upon it juft as he pleafed, fit. 

ting or kneeling, ftanding or lying down. By 
his fide, upon a little horfe, or, as it is there 
called a galloway, Mr. Barclay rode to chat 
with him, and to explain to him the things 
they might fee as they went along. The 
birds fung ~errily, the fun £hone cheerfolly, • 1} , " 

. • ": · the' fields }coked green, and the meadows 
gay: fometimes they went up a hill, which 
prefented them with a new and charming 
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prof pea; fometimes , they came into a fair 

ihady valley, where a little fir'eam· ·flowed, 

gently murmuring along, _ at the bottom of a 

pleafant wood. Every thing indeed gave 

,1/illiam fpirits, and he enjoyed his ride more 

than can be defcribed. At length they came 

to a pub lic-houfe, at the corner of° a wood, 

where Barclay always flopped to get his 

breakfafi and to refr his horfes. The landlady 

took great notice of Langley, he] pe~ him off 

the horfe, and foon fet before him, in a clean _

parlour, a large bafon of boiled milk and , 

bread, into which fhe threw a lump of fugar, 

which made "\Villiam's eyes fparkle. vVhen 

he had finifhcd it, without leaving a fingle 

f poonful, he ·went to ta"ke a little walk by the 

fide of the wood, whilfl: Barclay was getting 

ready to proceed on bis journey. As he 

fountercd along, a blackbird came ,vhirring 

out of a holly bu 01, and, perching upon an afn 

tree that was near, began to ·whiflle and make 
. , . . V 

a great noife. _ Langley went clofo up to tfie "' 

bufh, and faw, what he had never feen till 

now, a nefi, in which were four young black.. 
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birds. He was fo delighted, that he at fidl 
thought of taking the neft and the young.ones 
away with him; who, by their chirping, 
feemed to, take notice of him. But he foon 
r~fleaed, that the poor mother would be 
m_ade very unhappy by his doing fo; and 
that, as 'he did . not know how to manage the 
little creatures, the young birds would proba
bly die; fo that he fhould thus be guilty of 
great cruelty. He refolved therefore to leave 
them, and contented himfelf with fropping to 
look at the nefi: , which he much admired : he 
then returned to Mr. Barclay, whom he found 
waiting for him, and who much commended 
h ;m for his good-nature as ,.,rell ·as good fen fc, 

•i n not meddling with the nefi . 

§ 29. 

They proceeded on their journey, and for 
fome miles met with nothing fingular eno~1gh 
to attrah their notice. Barclay told Langley 

. fome fiories which very much diverted him ; 
though one indeed made him rather uncafy: 
it was lbis. George Walton and Wilham 
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falden were two ill-natured and mifchievous 

oys, who went- to fchool together. T hey 
.ere always quarrelling and fighting with the 

other boys, and were often whipped by their 

afier for breaking the ·windows and fences , 

f the neighbours. One holiday they went 
out by themfelves, into a viood, to cut forne 

hazel twigs. As they-wandered _about, '\1/ al
ton faw a magpye's nefr at the top of a tree, 
which he was refolved to get. He therefore 

pulled off his coat, and, as he was an aaive 

boy, he foon climbed up the tree. The neft 

had four eggs in it, which be took out,. and 

put into the pocket of his waii1:coat. \Vhen he 

was coming down, and had got to the very 

la.fl: branch, his hands flipped, he fell to the 

ground, and he broke his leg. Malden ran 

and got fornebody to help him home. But, 

as he was a very naughty boy, nobody pitied 

him; and it was a long time indeed before he 

got well.-Climbing is always dangerous: 

we often hear of boys ·who get rnifchief by 
fa l ling fro m trees ; and, b~fi de this, it tears, 

c. irti e~, and fp oil s die clothes : fo that 1t 1~ 

E 
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much wifer confl:antly to avoid it. Langley 

, was forry for George vVaiton's accident; 
· but, as h_~ met with it by his own folly, he 
was the ·1efs uneafy: he thanked Ivlr. Barclay 
for the fl:ory, and promifed not to forget it. 

§ 20. 

-They proceeded gently but cheerfully 
a1ong, till they found themfelves, about din
ner .. time, at the entrance of a little village, 
Here they got a plain but hearty repafl:; and, 
after fraying a little time for the fake of the 
poor horfes, which were very bufy at the ir 
hay- and corn, they ref urned their journey. 
Late in the afternoon, as the,y had almofr fi
nifhed t heir travel of the day, they t urn<:d 
down a dark lane, which led to the houfe 
where they were_ to ileep. When they came 
to about the middle of this lane, there was an 
opening to the left, upon a large con'imon. 
Here, at about a hundred yards from the 
road, Langley was fu rprifed and fri ghtened by 
the.fight of t\",,' O g ibbets , from 'which tw o men 
'C '.!re ban ~i ng: m ~hains. A· be ~d never 
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heard or read of any thing of the kind, he 
could not tell what to make of it; and many 

unpleafant thoughts prefented then1felves t9 

his• mind. At this moment Barclay, ·who was 

a few paces behind him, rode up on his trot

ting little nag, and, pointing to the gibbets, 

afked William if he had ever feen fuch 

things. No, faid William, trembling, and 

almofi afraid to f peak. Why then, faid 

Barclay, I v>'ill tell you ,..,,bat they are; and 

I will alfo relate the fiory of thefe two 

men. f- \Vhen men commit fuch crimes as 

render them unfit to live amongfi thofo 

who ai"e peaceable and hone!l:, they · are 

.condemned, by the laws, to fo.ffer fuch pu
niihmenfs as the nature of their different 

offences is found to deferve. For f mall 

crimes they are put into prifon, whipped, or 

tranf ported ; for great crimes they are de

prived of life, by being hanged on a gallows, 

or a gibbet. If their offence be very enor

mous, they are left as you fee, hanging in 

chains; that their example, by exciting ter

ror, may prevent the fame thing~ being com .. 
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mitted in ·ruture. In this very place, the two 

men, whom you fee, not only. robbed, but 

cruelly murdered a poor young woman, who 

was returning from market with the little 

money £he had got by felling a few eggs and 

fome butter, with which .{he maintained not 

only lier mother, bui a little brother. Th\s 

account revived Langley) f pirits, by aff uriug 

him that he had not-bing to fear on his own 

account. But he wondered much, that, if 
any body iliould be wicked enough to rob, 

they fhould be fiili fo much more wicked as 

to commit murder. With thefe thoughts 

they went quietly on tilJ they came to the 

houfe where tbey were to fiay all n-ight. Here 

a · hot · fupper of veal cutlets and apple-pye 

was provided for Mr. Barclay, who was ex

peeled; part of which was given to William, 

who foon went to bed; where, tired with the 

fatigue of the day, he Oept like a top. 

§ 21. 

In the IT;orning, \~illiam got up _as blithe 

,s a lark, and ran to I'v1r. B;:i,rclay's bed:, who 
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Dept in the fame room, to call him. · About 

feven o'clock · they departed; and, as they 

met with nothing before dinner which de • . 

f erves to be related, we fhall e'en f et them 

down at one o'clock at Darlington, near the 

river Tees, as hungry -as hunters, upon a 

roafi leg of mutton and potatoes, and fome 

little plum dumplings, Vi~bich Langley thought. 

the handfomefi things he had ever feen in his 

life. After dinner Langley mounted again 

upon his woolftpack; and, after they had tra. 

velled half an hour, he heard, to his right, a 

great noife _of water fa] ling from an eminence 

upon forne large Hones, and making a hoarfe 

rattling, but not unpleafant found. Looking 

over the hedge, which by his ftanding up he 

was very ,vell able to do, he faw the water« 

fall, near wpich was flanding a man with a 

filliing-rod in his band: he had jnfi caught a 

trout, which he was putting into a little baf

ket he had brought for the purpofe. As this 

alfo was quite a new obje8: to Langley, be 

called to Barclay, who was a little way before 

him, and a!ked if he might fl:op a few minutes 

E 3 



( 4~ ) 
to fee the man catch another fifn. .Barclay 

told him he might, and he would. go with him. 

He therefore ~opped his horfes; and, getting 

over a fiile into the field, they went up to the 

' man. As it happened, Barelay kne:"' him; 

he therefore told him he had brought this lit~ 

tle firanger to fee him catch a fifh. This lie 

did prefently; and Langley was much d ivert p 

ed, firfi_, to fee the trout leap up to "'hat 
1 

feemed a fly,_ but which was only fome piec~s 

of feather and Glk, made like a fly, under 

which the hook was concealed. Then he 

thought it very pl.eafant, to fee :fifh flouncing 

about-trying, but unable, to get away. At 

lafl: tbe hand-net was produced, and put un -

der it: it was brought to the fhore, and- a fine 

follow it was. The man begged Mr. Barc1ay 
·would. accept of it for his fupper; and av .. ·~, 

he and William wem, highly delighted,. As 

-they were going to join the horfes, which all 

flood very flil 1 and quiet, Lang ley afked Nfr. 

Bare lay if it was not a very cruel thing to 

catch fifo, as they feemed to fuffer fo much 

pam from the hook. Barclay replied, that 
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it certainly was to be wifhed that fifa might 

be caught with as little pain-as poffible; .but 

he remarked tbat oxen, calves, fheep, turkeys, 

·geefe, and chickens could not be killed with

out giving them fome pain; all which were 

certainly intended for the .ufe and food of 

mankind. Thi~ anbver fat isficd Langley,; 

and i,,, fometimes riding, fometimes wa_lking, 

alw;1ys cheerful, and, CL>nilantly afking fome 

pen incnt q ueflion ( to which he did not fail 

· to rec.;ive a fenfible anfwer,) he went to the 

},oufe where tbey ·were to pafs the evening, 

and which was no r;.;;ore than three miles from 

l' :c:1mond. 

~ 22. 

The ne~,: t mon1ing they both rofe early. 

'• La:1gley chofe to wc:1lk, ancl trudged on filcnt 

a,1d thornrht ful. A new fcene now prefented 
<l 

itld; to his mind. He had formed a kind of 

friendfhip with 1v1r. Barclay, who had treated 

him• very kindly. He ,.,·as going to li,·e with 

!lrangers, at a great diHarrce from his father and 

.motber · and he became every moment more 
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unwilling to part with Barclay and more 
fearful to meet his new mafler. At this mo
men!, lifting up his eyes, he faw the town of 
Richmond, and its noble old caflle; he be
held the fine river which flows at its foot; 
and he heard the belJs., which, as it was fome 
fefl:ival, were then ringing ; the mellow 
founds of which came f weetly foftened to his 
ear, along the banks of the river, winding 
along a charming valley. All this tended to 
rev iv~ his f pirits. Mr. Barclay alfo told him, 

· he often .,, paffed through Ri_chmond, and 
would not fail to come and fee him ; that his 
mafl:er, Iv!r.,Snow, was a very mild and good
tempered man, fond of good little boys; that 
he had two fons, who would be pleafant play
fellows for J1im; and that he was certain he 
would be very kinrlly and tenderly treated. 

·· Thefe words were a cordial to Langley''s 
heart; and by the time that they got to Ivlr. 
Snow's houfe, he was prepared to meet his 
new mafler with chccrfulnefs. 
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§ 23 .. 

\Vlien they knocked at the door, it was 

opened by Mr. Snow himfclf. Ah! l\llr. 

Bdrclay, fays tl1e good man, fo you have 

brought me my little boy at lafi? I have ex

pe8:ed you thefe two days, and I am very 

happy to receive him well. He then took 

Langley by the hand, ki!fed him, and wel-

;omed him t" Richmond. lvir. Barclay was 

(afk. ed to breakfafl but he could not fiay; fo 

bidding vVi!liam be a good boy, and wiihing 

him well, he took his leave. J\tlr. Snow· car

ried Langley_ into his .fiudy, where were fit-' 

ting, at breakfaft, his \,·ife, his daughter, and 

his fons; all of whom ki!fed the young 

fir anger, and told him th~y wer" glad to fee 

him, and would try to make him happy. 

v'liliiam WclS quite delighted with his trec.t

menl; and foon by his good-humour and 

fenfible remark:::, made his rnafier and rniflrefs 

}-;i , friend . "\Vhen he had 
0
iTot a hearty break-

1 , 

fail,' NL. Smnv defired bi· eldefl fon to fhew 

him the fdwol ; telling him at the fame time 
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to inform the boys, that thi.s was to be a holi
day, on acc_ount of the new fcho1ar. Willi
am went readily enough on fo pleafant a bu- · 
finefs-; an<l, when he came to the fchooJ, he 

_ faw about ten boys, none ~f whom ~ere 
much older than himfelf, hard at their books. 
He fhook. hands with them all, who gave him 
thanks for the h_.oliday he had prqcured them,; 
and away they went_joyfu1-ly together to play 

-upon the green before the fchool, William as 
merry as the refi. 

§ 24. 
Mr. Snovv was a clergyman, with very 

f mall preferment; but by keeping a fele8: 
number of pupils, upon terms fomewhat ex
ceeding what is commonly paid in York1hire, 
he contrived to live very well, and was_great
ly ref peaed. His houfe ,,vas well adapted to 
his purpofe ; it :fl:ood at one end of the town; 
before it was .a,gentle and verdant dekent to 
a firearn, which for feveral miles continued 
its courfe, and abouQded with trout. Behind 
his houfe he had an orchard, which w.1~ very 

It • 
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ufefol to his family_; ' as well as a pretty little 

garden, which, as he was_ fond of flowers, he , 

took care of himfelf. Mrs. Snow was a very 

. good woman; attentive to her children and 

her boarders, kind to the poor, obliging to all 

her neighbours, and ref peaed by thofe who 

knew her. Her daughte_r Jane was a pretty 

little girl; could read, write, and few per. 

foElly well; had a tafie for finging, and could 

pl-ay feveral tunes upon an old fpinnet which 

flood in the hall. Henry Snow, the eldefi: 

boy, was a meek and _good-tempered child 

almofi eight years old. H.e bad jufi begun · 

Latin, and was therefore very bufy at his 

grammar. Richard_, the youngefi fon, was 

by no m~ans fo kind-hearted as his brother 

Henry; but fenfible, fhrewd, and clever. He 

wat; a hafly, quarrelfome fpark; and, though 

not quite [even years old, would often kick, and 

fight, and fcratch the boys. The confequence 

was, that they all diiliked Richard, and ioved 

Henry: which we cannot fo much lVonder 

at; for Richard \-vas alfo a tell-tale, ·which 1s 

, ch~racler much to h,e def pi fed; whereas 
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Henry often got boys excufed, when, for 
fom.e trifling fault, they would otherwife have 
been punifhed. 

§ 25. 

The next day, _Mr. Snmv, after hearing 
Langley re~d, and a~ing him fome queftions, 
thought fo well of him, that he refolved he 
fhould begin Latin without lofs of time. He 
could already write a -little; and he applied 
fo clofely, that, in the courfe of a month, he 
was able lo write the following letter to his 
father; for which, as it was the firfi he ever 
wrote, he got praife from all who faw it. 

" Honoured s;r, 
" As this is the :firf1: letter I ever wrote, 

"'you mu.fr not expea much from me. l\Iy 
" mafl::er and mifirefs are very good to me; 
" as alfo is Mifs Jane and Mafcer Henry. I 
" like George Leigh very much, and I play 
'' \.Vith him more than with any boy.-Mr. 
" Snow tells me you, arc all well, wliich I am 
" glad to hear.-Give my duty to my mo-
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" ther ;_ pray to God to blefs me ; and I re:. 
u main your dutiful fon, 

"vV1LLIAM LANGLEY." 

The above is the true and real letter which 
was fent by Langley to his father; and which . 
pleafed old Mr. Langley fo much that he fent 
him a letter in anf wer, fealed with wax; · 
round which was written, " Pray how do you 
like my feal ?"-When \Villiam broke the 
feaJ, ·he found in it a little piece of gold.
Oh ! cried he, I like the f ea! very much, and 
away he ran to tell his mifirefs'; defiring her 
to take it, and give him fome half-pence ouc 
of it, now and then, to buy fruit and play .. 
things. 

§ 26. 

\Vil liam:s progrefs at his book forprifed 
and delighted his mafier; he foon got before 
e\·ery boy in the fchool ; he was indeed fo 
fon<l of reading, that he vrnuld often af1K his 
mailer to len<l him books, which he wo1..lld 
fometimes, though not always, prefer to play . 

F 
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He was certainly a romantic boy; for, though 

he loved play as well as other boys, yet, 

when he got a book which he liked,, he would 

retire,' after fchool hours, into the fields, and 

_would fit down under a hedge to read, where 

he foinetimes :flaid _ fo long that he loll his 

dinner. At other times, he would get up to 

fee the fun rife; a fight of which he was very 

fond: he ufed alfo to fay, that to hear the 

birds fing in the woods, to fee the :fiream 

winding playfully along through the mea

dows, to fee the cattle feeding in _the fields, 

and the flow~rs blowing in the ~edges-was 

better than a piece of plum-pudding, or even 

than a holiday .-There was one thing which 

he never failed to do; and we would wilh all 

little boys to do fo likewife. Whenever _h_e 

beard pr faw a word which he did not under

:fiand; he was never eaf y till he either found 

it out, or got it explained.-The Squire of a 
_little parifh, about a mile and a half from 

Richmond, had before his hcrnfe a bowling

green, to ·which every Thurfday he invited 

the neighbouring gentlemen. Mr. Snow ufed. 

3 
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frequeptly to go; and one day, as a_ great 
treat and fa~vour, he took with him his fon 
Henry and William Langley. The two boys 
were playing about upon-the green, and mak~ 
ing, as lvir. Snow thought, too much noife : 
fo he cried 0~1t, Boys don't be fo obfirepe·
rous !-This hard word puzzled Langley very 
much; indeed he could make nothing at all 

\.- of it.-As they we.re going home in the even
ing, Pray Sir, fays he to his maHer, ,vhat did 
you mean when you faid to Henry and me, 
u Boys don 1t be fo obftreperous ?"-l'v!r. 

novr was much pleafed with him for afkingt 
and told him that to be ob.fl:reperous was to 

' be loud and noify. 

§ 27. 
The country about Richmond is very fine; 

the fl reams are full of £fh; the fields are full 
of J'<lP:e; the woods are full of nuts; and a 
great mun ber of gentlemen in the neighbour
.boocl keep houn<ls.-\Ve promifed, at the be-

· nni"'g of this book, to tel1 little Langley's 
faults, a well as his good qualities ; we llial! 
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now, therefore, te11 one thing he did, which 

deferved both cenfure and punifhment :-His 

mafier was fond of fhoot ing; and would 

fometimes take Langley with him to carry 

his powder and {hot, and to run and get the 

game when it fell to th,e ground: he was 

much delighted with this uffice; as indeed 

he was ,with any office about tbe perfon of his 

mailer, whom he dearly loved.~But one 

thing furprifed him: be could not conceive 

how the bird, flyir:g in the air, and, at a great 

diilance, fhouid in a moment fall to the 
1 l ' · l' r d h" H grouno w11en t11 s m a ,er nre 1s gen. e 

had a great dd,rc to try if he could do fo too. 

He obferved, thez:_efc re, .where tbe gun, the 

powder, and the {hot -.1 ere put; and, gettrng 

up, very early in the morning, he took the 

gun upon his fhoulder, fume powder .and fhot 

in bis pocket, and out he wen-t into the fields. 

\Vhen he came.to a retired place, he put fome 

powder and fhot ;,, to th~ gun ; and, cocking 

it , as foon as he faw a bird flying near ~L; rn, 

he fired it of[.-But he paid dearly for his 

raCTrncfs and folly, and indeed he might have 
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inj ur~d himfelf for life; for, as· he did not 

lnow either how to charge the gun properly, 

r place it, when charged, againfi his fhoul

rlcr, it hit him fo fevere a blow on the fide of 

his face, that it not only tore off a large piece 

of £kin from his cheek, but made his nofe 

bleed terribly. He returned home; and, as
1 

may De fuppofed, very much afhamed and un

happy. As foon as he went into the fchool, 

aII he boys cried out, Oh, Langley! what' 

t _i-e matter with your face ?-In the rp.idfr o . 

their enquiries, and before be could give an}" 

nfwer, in came l\lir. Snow. The moment h 

J-,r • Langley's face, he was much concerned, 

nd a1Ked if he had been fighting. He could 

conceal the matter no longer; but, burfiing 

:into tears, related all the truth ; promifing 

aithfully to do fo no more.-1 '1r. Snow wa 

at :firft very angry ; but on account of his g~

:1eral good condua, and his promifes neve 

tfl offt!rd :in he like manner again, he forgav 

im .-.Cl1ildren Jhot ld never play ,,·ith gum 

4 :r fbn;1ld Ii y e ·er do any thin, in priYat 

,l. 1 !-, nv re a01amed to 1ave publicl) 

F 3 
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kn.own. By the firft they may wound, and 
perhaps kill themfeJves; by the Iafi they 
-learn to be artful, and are tempted to tell lies 
-a mean and ihameful crime. 

§ 28. 
William wrote once in every month to his 

father and mother, • and heard from them as 
, often. His manners, in- the mean time, i·ere 
fo obliging, his improvement in learning fo 
great, his r_emarks fo lively, and full of g~od 
fenfe, th~t he was a great favourite with eve
ry body. He ufed oftea to take a walk with 
Mifs Snow into the fields ; and, when they 
came to a pretty an<l fha dy place, Mifs Snow 
would take out her work and fit do,vn; whilfi 
Langley, from fome hook fele8:ed for him by 
his mafler or rnifl:refs, would read to her. , 
Sometimes Mifs Snow would fing him a 
fong, which very much delighted hun; for, 
though he could not p lay upon any infiruc 
ment, he was very fond of mufi c.-The fquire 
of the next pardh a,fo was (c) much pltafed 
with \Villiam, that he gave him leave to fifh 
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in the firearns \\,'hich belong~d to his houfe, 

·which was a very great favour .-Wben 

Langley went a-fifhing, it was a very pleafant 

thiug to fee him; for he always took a book 

in one pocket, ·whilfi his other was filled ·with 

his fifhing tackle: and, when the trout did not 

come fo faft as he wifhed, he always made 

him fel f amends by fitting dm,vn under a bank 

to rec1cl.-This fifhing, however, brought him 

into two [crapes; both of which we fhall 

faithfully relate, that other little boys may 

take warning by his example. '\/\Then l\!Ir. 

Vil fon gave Langley le...ive to fifh in his 

fl:reams, 1t was upon thefe terms-he was al

ways to can at the houfe firfi, and leave word· 

•:here he Wc:l!- going. The rt'afon of this WdS, 

that L~ngl 0 y might know whether I\.1r. Vlii-

. fon bnnfct!, '.Jf any of h·s friend , in,e11c.:<l to 

E.rn ti~at d,1:; in which cafe he was not to 

Q'O, thdt h mirr\t not fpoil or di{lL11b the 
v 0 

gentlemen's tithing. On~ dc:1y he ~ither for-

got or negleacd to d tli1s. I l t:iereLn e hJ p

pened that, as he was gettini <1 ', er a Hi:~, fr:1: .• 

on~ meadow into anothe ·1 'A<t'.1 }1> rod i1, li 
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hand, who fhould he fee but Mr. Wilfon 1 himfelf, and his neighbour 1v1r·. Dawfon, coming to the very fpot to fi{h which Lang-ley had jufi left~-Sirrah, faid Mr . . Wilfon, I it know that you have not been to the houf e, as ii 

1, you ought; and you have quite fpoiled my fport for this day, by difl:urbing the fl:reams: .go homei and never prefume to com~ al\d fi{h here again.-· As Langley had ~ot a word ' to faylor himfelf, he went away very forrowful. The very next morning, -as foon as fchool ,-vas over, he went to Mr. Wilfon, a-nd \ begged pardon in. fo pretty a manner, that !! ?vlr. Wilfon not on'Iy forgave him, but again 1

) permitted ,him to fi{h in his fl:reams upon the fame terms as before.-A ufeful leffon is here afforded to al I children; firfi, not to abufe the kindnefs of their friends, by taking greater liberties than they know they ought to take; and ne ·t., when they have done amifs~ never to be afhamed to confefs it, nor to beg pardon of thofe whom they happen to offend. 
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§ 29. 

The o~hcr fifhing fcrape into which Lange 

ley got wa~ this:--vVhenever _ he ,vent out 

with his rod and his line, and, as we before 

faid, his book, Nlr. Snow very kindly and 

p.roperl y dd11 ed him not to go too near tbe 

edrre of the ·water; for though thefe. fireams, 

\-vhcre the trout were found, were certainJy 

not deep. yet, as ,.ve remarked at the begin

!1ing of this hiflory·, a very little vi'ater will 

drown a boy. It mufi be confeffed that, in 

general, "\Villiam " ,as very careful, and 

minded the ad,·ice ,.,,hich was given him: 

but, one unlucky day, his hook caught hold 

of a little t"·1g, which was on the other fide 

of the brook ; and, as it was a very narro,.\f 

place, he thought that he could, by means of 

a long pole which he found in ti1e field, leap 

( ver 1t. He therefore pulled off his coat; 

a!lc, fixing the pJle i:1 tLe middle of t!ie 

f~ream, he put t:1e other er1d unde>r hi·s arr:1 ; 

.tnd, gi\'ing a f_ rir~;, away he Hnt. \\.!hen 

Le h.1d got about lid f way o·:er, fnc.1p went the 

., 
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pole, and foufe came Langley over head and 
ears into the water. As it was fhaUow, he 
got out eafily enough; but every thing he 
had on was wet through and through, and he 
went fneaking home, dripping all the way 
like a drowned rat. vVben he got to the 
houfe, he was {hipped and put to bed; but it 
was a long time before Mr. Snow would give 
him leave to go a-fifhing again by himfelf.. 

. § 30. 
When he was nine years old he began the 

Greek grammar; and not long afterwards 
Mr. Snow thought that he might venture to 
put him into the Greek Tcfi.ament. This to 
Langley, at fidl, was like leaving all his old 
friends, and going by fea to another Newcaf
tle; but he did not forget that Latin, when 
he began to learn it, feemed equally hard, but 
that every day rendered it lefs and lefs fo; 
neither could he forget that, when he firfi wa1 

' taught to write, his hand ached, and his fin-
gers were very fiiff and awkward; time and 
praaice enabled him _ to write with eafe and 
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pleafure. He therefore fagged hard and g0t 

on very fall. At this time alfo Mr. Snow 

began to teach his daugbt~r French, which 

. for forne days Langley obferved without fay .. 

ing any thing ; . but at length, he could not . 

bear to think t~at any boy, much lefs any 

girl, fl10uld know what he did not, arid be 

able to read what he could not. He there

fore very modefily afk~d 1'1r. Snow to let him 

learn French too. That I will, replied Nlr. 

Snow, and with great pleafure, fo they began 

the French grammar that very afternoon. He 

foon got as far in the grammar as lvlifs Snow; 

and they afterwards continued to read French 
' ~ 

together. 

§ 31. 

vVe have before obferv~d, that Langley 

was not averfe to play; ind~ed he mixed 

with his fchool-fellows in all their amufe

ments. He played at marbles, bat and ball, 

hop-fiep-and-jump; at which lafl: he much 

excelie<l them all. But he was mofi delight

ed w h n Henry Snovf, or Geo:·ge Leigh, 
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would take long walks with him into the 
woods, or go and fee things and places ¥1hich 
he had never feen before. H 'e would walk 
fev,eral miles to fee the ruin of an old -caftle; 

' and, he would often go without bis dinner, 
wh ilfl:. he w·as employed in making a feat in 
fome retired place, where he might fit, and 
either read, or gaze earneflly at the water 
dafhing down fome fleep and cra-gged place. 
He would indeed fometimes go too far from 

' home; of which he had once or twice great 
reafon to repent. He one day lofi himfelf in 
a thick wood, and wandered abont for many 
hours, withou_t being able to find his way out. 
He began to grow both very hungry and very 
tired; the evening too was approaching fail, 
and every thing looked of a duf.Ky and gloomy 
colour.-In this difirefs he thought that, if be 
hallooed as loud as he could, fomebody might 
perhaps hear him. This lie did once or twice, ' 
but nobody anf wered. He fat down, and 
burfi out a-crying; after a few minutes, he 
thought he heard, at a <lifiance, the noife of 
an c1xe ; he ldlened, and heard it ,wain. He 0 

1 
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therefore very wifely followed the found, 

and, coming to the plac~ whence it proceedc· · 

ed, he faw Thomas Lawfon, one of l\1r. Wil

fon's fervants, cutting do\o\_'fl fome brufh wood 

~for firing. He was fo pleafed, that, running 

up to him, Pray Thomas, faid he, he fo good 

as to ll1ow me the way home; I will never 

come again fo far alone. Thomas did this 

gladly, for he knew Langley, and liked him 

for his good-nature. It \',' clS quite dark be

fore he got to :Mr. Snow's, and all the family 

were very unear y about him; but they were 

fo much pleafcd to fee him _ fafe, that they al

mofl: forgot to · fcold him as much as he de

fervecL-Boys fhould be very careful not to 
go to fl.range places alone, or too far from 

home; it is yery improper, and ccrtainiy 

dangerous. 

• § 32 . 

,\rilliam was now near ten years o!d, ar:d 

conflantly improving in his mann ers, his 

mind, and his pcrfon. One morni ng the po!l

m:rn knocked at the <loo r, ar.d bro:1~:11. ld r. 

G 
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Snow a letter from old Mr. Langley. In 
this letter he thanked ~fr. S~ow for his great 
kindnefs to his little boy; but · faid, that he 
now very much withed to fee himfelf what 
progrefs he had made, that he might judge for 
what profeffion_ .he was mofl: adapted. He 
added, that his mother alfo, after fo long an 
abfence, was very defirous to fee him. He 
therefore defired Mr. Snow to have his fon 
conveyed, in the courfe of the month, fafely 
to Hull, where a veffel, in which he had fome 
concern, would take him on board, and bring 
him to Yarmouth; at which place he would 
meet him himfelf. This letter made all the 
family for a time very uneaf y, and Langley as 
~ell as the reft; for, though he coald not be 
otherwife than pleafed with tl-ie idea of feeing 
his father and mother, yet he was very forry 
to leave fo many people who had always been 
good to him, and who loved him as much as 
he loved them. The day, however, came: 
1'/Ir. Snow's one-horfe chaife drove up to the 
do or; joh1; Clarkfon, who was to drive 
L angley to York, iot rnto it; out {;ame 
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Langley, crying fadly, and all the family wit~ 

him, many of whom cried alfo; a teat ,va$ 

feen too in Mifs Snow's eye, who _!lad fo of ... 
ten walked and read, a'nd played and fong, 

with Langley, that !he loved hi-m little lefs 

than one of .her brothers. William kiiied 

them al 1 round ; and, to be fure, did not_ omit 

Mifs Snow : fomebody has faid that he kiifed 

her twice, and it may perhaps be true. A_ll 

were unhappy at parting with him, except 

Richard Snow, who was always jealous of 
him, and often behaved to him with ill-na

ture.-After much good advice, and !haking 

hands again a·nd again, l\fr. Snow put him 

into the chaife, by the fide of :John Clarkfon, 

and away they drove. 

§ 33· 

It may not be amifs to fill one chapter with 

the good advice which wlr. Snow gave Lang

ley1 in the pre[ence of bis fons and daughter, 

in the :fludy, in the evening before he ,.,,·as to 

go away.-" My dear \Vi!liam," faid Mr. 

Snow, after tbe tea-things were removed, 



" you have a1ways, with me, feen and known 
the differen-t effe8:s of good and bad condua : 
the one has al ways made you happy, the othe~ 
quite the contrary. VVhen you ha\'e done 
,,·ell, you have been confiantly praifed, en
couraged, a1rd rewarded; when you have 
done ill, you have as confiantly been cenfur
ed an,l punifl1ed. Depend upon it the fame 
wi!l happeu to you in every fidte of life, from 
yonth to manhood, from manhood to old age. 
To be good, is to be ha-ppy; to be vicious, is 
to be wretched. As to your improvement, 
it depends upon yourf elf; you have very 
good talents, and may be jufl as 

1

learne<l as 
yon pleafe. \Vith r-ef peEl to learning, you 
will find hereafter, what you have found here, 
the benefits of induflry, and the fatal effe8:s 
of neglc& or jdlenefs : the one will as cer
tainly promote your improvement and happi
nefs, as the other will make you poor, defpif
ed, ar:d wretched. Above all things, remem
ber yo11r duty to God, and to your neigh
bour; abhor 1 ice, prattife virtue. Be hum
ble and modeft, kind and obliging to all; lif .. 
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ten to thofe who can· irtfl:rua you ;· im1tate · 

what your heart tells you is praife, worthy; 

bear whatever evils may. happen to you with 

patience; and ,endeavour to be a good inan, 

and pious Chriflian."-Mr. Snow added ma

ny other things; fuch as bidding him alw_a.ys 

fpeak the truth, and fhun falfehood like a fer

pent; to be honeft, open, diligent, and faitli

ful : · all which were fo deeply impreffed upon 

Langley's mind that, as his condua afterwards 

proved, he never forgot them. 

§ 34• 
The ride from Richmond, down the vale 

of Catterick, is one of the mofi charming 

things in the world-the country is fo rich 

and lovely. Here a fine brown wood-there, 

a t its foot , the river S wall rolls. its beautifu l 

fiream . On both fides of the road are many 

gentlemen's feats; and , ·ev ery now and tben, 

the f pire o f a village chu rch peeped from the 

end of a green lane, or from the r ifi ng of a 

gentle hill. The fe delightfu l fcenes of na

ture were not lofi: upon L angley, you ng as he 

G 
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·w aE : he foon recovered his ufLtal cheerful"I 
nefs; which he no doubt did the fooner, 
from the pleafing profpe& of feeing his father 
an d mother, whom, as it became him, he dear
ly loved. As they were people of no mighty 
con feq uence, they went trotting on without 
meeting with any w,on_de rft1l adventures, and 
got to York. in the evening about f even 
o'clock.-The approach to York is fo very 
pretty, that fome mention ought to be maJe 
of it. The minfier,· or cathedral, a very fu_ 
perb and noble obje&, is feen at a great dif
tarice; the cafl:le is no lefs worthy of atten
fion : and the two buildings, together, fpeak 
the approach of a large and popL1lous city. 
On their arrival at the Vlhite Horfe, in Cop
p e rgate, they found that the ' fiage-coach , for 
H .u 11, W <l S to go the ne xt mo r nin g from th i's 
ve ry inn whe1e they w ere. John Clarkfon, 
the re fo re, too k a place in it for Langley; 
and, feeing hi m fafe in~o it , the next day re
wrn,:<l to R ic hmon d. 
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The pa!fengers in the coach were two 

young ladies, who were much taken witll 

· Langi y's fprightly appearance and winning 

bt µav iour: they took much notice of ~im; 

and, on enquiring who he was, it turned ont 

that one of them knew his father, and a8:ual-

1y lived at l\orwich. This was a \'ery plea

fant circumfhrnce to William, who did not 

. forget to ;{k many pertii\ent q uefiions.-The 

good-nature of his fcllow-tntvellers, in one 

refp a, did Langley more h ,um than good. 

The ladies, intending to reward him for the 

fenfible and proper manner in which he behav

ed, gave him almonds and raifins, and cakes and 

fweetmeats; to which, as well as to ri<ling in 

• co2.ch, he had ne,·er be n ufcd. They had 

not, therefore, gone a g reat many mi les, be

fore Langley b.ecame very fick indeed; but 

upon opening the windows, and fuffering him 

to fit v; ith his face to the horfes, he got bet

ter foon, and was as lively and cheerful as 

ever.-People fomet imes think that they are 
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very kind to children by giving them a quan 
tity of f weet things: but in this they are ver 
apt to be millaken, for in general f weet things 
are not wholefome; and lea.fl of .1ll to a child 
\vhofe flomach is not . {hong enough to l3ear 
them. The frage-coach flopped at Beverley 
to dine; through which as they paffed, Lang .. 
·ley ,v-as greatly p1eafed with the appearance 
of the church, whrch is a very handfome 
builHing. They arrived at Hull in proper 
time; and in the inn-yard a fetvant was wait-. iri,g to receive W-illfam, and condua him to 
the houfe of a gel'lt·leman who was a friend of 

- old Mr. Langley's. 

§ 36. 
At Hu'll, Langley was obli·ged to ftay a 

Tew days, waiting for a fair )Vind to carry 
him to Yar·~outh. The name of the gent1e. 
·man, at whofe houfe he was, was Pre-fron, 
who had a fon about the .age of Langley, 
a bold, daring, and impudent ~oy. Jylr • . 
P reffon, one rnorni11g at breakfafi, told the 
boys t1ilat they might go on board the ve:ffel in 
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wl1ich Langley was to fail. T _hey were both 

·pleafed at this, and away they went joyfully 

together. When they came to the iliip, 

Langley contented himfelf with walking up 

and down the deck, afking q uefiions about the 

fails and the ropes. But Dick Pfe11on, feeing 

one of the men go up the fhrowds, jumped up 

after him, and w0nld go up to the top, 

though every bcdy cal led out to him to come 

down; however, on he ,vent, and got up 

fafe~y enough; but, on coming back again, 

he was very much frightened; and within a 

few yards of the bottom his foot got twified 

in one of the· ropes, and he ,vas not able to 

recover himfelf. Vvhilfl: he was thus en

tangled, a failor-boy fkipped up the r pcs, 

and, parring a line round Dick's body, tied 

him to the r1rowds. He was kept thus a!

moll a whole hour, for e\'ery body to laugh 

at; which is a cuflom very common arnongft 

[dilors, to p11nifh thofe who are either awk

'"'ard in doing what they ought to do well 

and expertly, or who meddle ,vith thin gs 

w liich tbey ought n ot to tou ch. ' hi s di f .. 



, 
't/acefu1, accident, however, did not cure Prefl:on of his daring f pirit ; and, not many 
months afterwards, in trying to get up the fhrowds of a man of war, he fell down upon the deck, and loft his life. by his rafhnefs.;:..;.. 
vVhen boys are brought up to the fea, an_d are 
intended by their parents to be failors, th~y 
learn eafiry and properly enough to get up and down the ropes. But when boys, who are to · - be of a different profeffion, go into fhips they 
may ;fa. q uefiions for the -fake of inftrutlion, 
but iliould never pretend to climb up the 
ropes, which is both foolifl1 and dangerous. 

✓ 

§ 37· 
The day at length came in which Langley's fnip, the Rebecca, Captain Weft commander, was to fet fail ; and he went on board in good f pirits. He was more fortunate this time than before; for they met with no frorm, and be was not near fo fick; but, it muft be confeif. 

:ed, he was longer in his paffage, though he had not fo far to go. This frequently hap
pens in fea voyages. The f wiftnefs of the 
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fhip'·s going depends upon the wind: when 

the wind blows brifkly, a veffel often goes 

over a great f pace in a very little time. On 

the contrary, when there is little or no wind, 

a fhip gets along very flow ly, as was the cafe 

at this time with Langley's fhip. vVhen he 

before went to Newcallle from Yarmouth, a 

difiance almofi of one hundred leagues, 

(which, as three miles make a league, is near

ly three hundred miles,) he got there in lefs 

than three days and nights; but' now, though 

the diHance from Hull to Yarmouth is no 

more than fixty leagues, or one hundred and 

eighty miles, ·he was more than four days in 

his paffage. One thing happened, as they 

failed along, which diverted Langley very 

much. Tliey went through a little fleet of 

boats which were fifhing off the coafi for her

rings. The mafter of one of thefe boats 

knew Captain W efi; and, as they ilowly 
paJfed hiin, he to!Ted into the fhip two or 

three firings of herrings, at leafi twelve upon 

a firing; upon which all the failors made a 

be~ty meal. 'f'aor '1'1/illiam did not venture 
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to tafie thefe, be was fo much afraid of b~ing 
fick.-They at lafl: faw the church and town 
of Yarmouth rifing, as it were, £lowly from 
the fea. Langley's heart now began to danc~ 
with pleafure; his ficknefs had quite left 
him ; and he had nothing to think of but the 
joy he fhould have in running into his father's 
arms. As they came neilrer to the coafi, and 
he was walking with the captain upon the 
deck, he was firuck with the very odd ap
pearance of '(armouth church, which to him 
feemed to be crooked. He afkedJvlr. Wefr 
if it v1ras really crooked; and, if not, wbat 
was the reafon of its feeming fo. The ca_ptain 
replied, that it was not crooked, but only 
built purpofely to appear fo. They now en
tered the harbour, and happy indeed was 
Langley once more to fet his feet upon d~y 
land. As he was going through the fireets 
along with the captain, he faw his father 
coming hafiily to the fide of the river to fee 
what fhip _was jufr come in ! Langley ran in
fiantly towards him; and, catching hold of 
bis coat, ex.clai~ed, " Sir, Sir, are not you 
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glad to fee me?" Old Mr. Langley turned 

about, and really did not know his boy, h~ 

was fo tanned by the fea and the fun, fo 

much grown, and indeed in every refpcct fo 

altered. He therefore faid, C'oldly, " How 

do you do, little gentleman? Pray what is 

your name?" Poor William could not bear 

this; but, burfiing out into tears, cried out, 

" "\iVhat, Sir, don't yon k_now me?" Thefe · 

words induced iv1r. Langley to look earnefily 

in his face, when he foon remembered him; 

and catching him in his arms, kiffed him ten

derly again and again ; and was fo delighted 

to fee him, that tears of tendernefs and joy 

flowed fa.fl: from his eyes. 

§ 3?· 
After indu lgi ?g for fome minutes the feel

ings of parental love, Mr. Langley took his 

little boy by the hand, and led him to the 

fame inn, which, fome years before, he had 

viftted with fenfations fo totally different. 

He was then fad and forrowful; about to 

leave his befi and dearefl friends, to go a long 

H 
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. way amongfl: people who~wcre entire £hangers 

, to hiqi. Now he was returning, without a 
care in the world, to his father and mother, 
anxious to fee and embrace them, who 
thought . of nothing but how to make him 

,' happy. Yet he was not, with all his delight, 
fo ungrateful as to forget his Y orkfhire 
friends., who had treated him fo well. The 
memory of his mafter and mifirefi was very 
dear to him; and, when he refleaed on the 
charming walks he had taken with JVIifs 
Snow, a-nd the mamy pretty books he had 
.read to her, he folt a tender regret which al. 
moil melted him to tears. For this he cero 
tainly deferved much praife; for he whe for .. 
gets or negleas to acknowledge the kindnefs 
he 4as received, can neither merit efieern, 
nor expect to meet with future favours: it 
is therefore equally mearr and unwife to be 
ungrateful. After taking fome refrefhments 
at the inn, Mr. Langley and his fon got into 
the :flage coach, and in a few hours got to 
Norwich. The joys o'f Mrs. Lang1ey at re« 
ceiving her fon well in health, and af findincr· 
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}1im much improved in_ his mind, as well as 

perfon, expreffed itfelf in many warm em

braces and tears of delight. 

The only thing which gave Mr. and Mrs. 

L angley the leafl: concern with refpea to 
\ Villiam was; to find that, by refiding fo long 

in Y orkiliire, he had got th~ Y orkfhire dia .. 

lea, or tone and manner of fpeaking. But 

t heir regret on this account foon vanifbed, 

w hen they refleaed that the fame period of 

time which taught him this mode of fpeak in·g 

in on e p lace, would unteach it in another. 

A ll defeas in f peaking are carefully to be 

av oided ; and to f peak in a vulgar tone and ac

cent never fail s to excite the contempt of 

thofe who a1e poli te and well bred. When 

Langley had been a fe1v days at home, his fa. 

ther hatl ti1c p leafure to find, by converfing 

,ii·ith him, that he had by no means been ne .. 

gleacd: for though old Mr. Langley k new 

ueither Greek , L atin, nor French, he was a 

very fenfible man; he had read a great deal 1 
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and could very well judge of the progrefs 

. which his fon had made in Englifh learning. 
He found that Willia_m ~ould read any thing, 
with the greatefi eafe; could repeat in profe 
and verfe various elegant pieces;_ could write 
a de cent hand; and was not d~feaive m fi
gu res . In his own mind , therefore, he _had 
:refoive d to keep his ,fon at the free grammar., 
fcbool, in bis native town, for about two l ' .. years, and then bind him apprentice to a fur. 
geo~1. He wifhed, however, to confult h~s 
_r e f peaed fr lfli.cl, lv'!:r. Newton, the clergy• 
m :in~ on the :·ubjeB, intendrng to be govern
ed by his advice. 

§ 40. 
To Mr. N ewton, therefore, they we1JJ.t. 

This worthy charaaer: was much pleafed to 
I fee the ooy fo much improved in his appear-

ance; and not the lefa de! ighted to think tbat 
his advice had been the in:flrument of his re .. 
ceiving fo much more, and fo much better 
infiruclion than his friends at fir:fl defigned to 
be:flow u pan him.-" 1 am come, Sir," faid 
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Mr. Langley, " to requefl: a favour of ·youo 

My boy, yo_u fee, is returned well; and as 

far as I can judge, much improved in every 

thing : but I fhall be glad and obliged if you 

will examine him in thofe things concerning 

which I am not able to decide. It is my 

prefent intention to keep him at · home for 

about two years, during which he fhall go to 

the free grammar-fchool in this place; and I 

fhall then, I think, bind him to a . furgeon,, 

But I fhall be entirely geverned by your fen .. 

timents concern-ing him ; and, if he does not 

know enough to make a furgeon, I fhaJI ei 0 · 

ther teach him my own, or put him to fome 

other honefl: trade, by which he may be able 

to obtain a decent li"(l'elihood."-" I wi-11 do 

what you require," replied Mr. Newton, 

" very willingly ; and call upon you in the 

afternoon, to give you my fentiments without 

ref erve . Leave him, therefore, if you pleafe, 

with me."-Saying thus, he wiCT1ed lYir. 

Langley good morning; ,vho went away~ 

leaving his bvy with Nlr. Newton, 

H 3 



§ 41. 
As foon · as his fati1er was gone, Langley's 

heart began to beat with modefl: alarm; and 
when he faw Mr. Newton, who had left the 
room for a few minutes, return with fome 
~reat books under his arm, his fears were ra~ 
ther incre fed than abated : but he had no 
g·reat cattfe to be uneafy. Mr. Newton be
gan to examine him, by fidl aiking him 
q ueflions fo fimple and eaf y, that he found 
himfe1f able to anfwer him without any 

· great :Rudy or refle&ion. He then led him on 
gently to things and books more difficult ; in 
all of which, both with ref pea to Latin, 
Greek, and French, he acquitted ~imfelf fo 
well, that Mr. Newton not only praifed him 

· as· he deferved, but infifled upon his flaying 
to dine, promifi ng to return with him in the 
afternoon to bis father. All this time Mr. 
Langley remained in ·great fuf pen~fe, and was 
rather unhappy : he could not account for 
hi s fon 's flaying fo long; and _once or twice 
was on the point of going to Mr. Newton's 
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to fee what was become of him. Sometimes 

he thought that Mr. Newton had not found 

his fan what he wifhed and ex peeled; and 

was therefore reluclant to come and wound 

the feelings of a father, who was inclined to 

be fo proud of his boy. Whilfi he was in 

this fiate of mind the hours glided :f1owly and 

painfully away; when, about tea-time in the 

afternoon, he had the pleafore of feeing his ' 

boy coming al0ng the fireet, by the fide of 

Mr. Newton. He ran to the door to meet 

them-" Well, Sir," faid he rather abruptly, 

"wh~t du you think of my boy?"--' Think!' 

replied Mr. Newton, 'I don't know what to 

think.'-This anfwer did no~ much fatisfy a 

father's anxious willies. " Pray walk in, 

Sir," faid Nir. Langley, " and remove my 

f ufpenfe."-They walked through the fl1op 

into a parlour behind it; and, fitting do,vn, 

they all remained fome minutes without 

fpeaking.-" I hope, Sir, " faid Mr. L:rngley, . 

" my fan know fomething of ·what be ought 

to know?" ' Sir,' anfwered :i\Ir. Te.wton, 

' your fon has much furprifcd me. 1 expeH. 
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~d to find him clever; but he is fo much 
more fo than boys of his age are in general, 
that I am at a lofs what advice to give you 
concerning him. It will be a great pity to 
bind him to any mean trade, where his talents 
will 1.)e lofl:; but, as I do not know what you 
can afford, I can only fay what are my wifhes. 
I could defire, out of regard to the boy, that 
he fhould be fent for a few years to a public 
fchool, and afterwards remove<l to college, 
where I do not doubt but he will make his 
way, if not t<? opulence, at lea.fl: to a 9ecent 
maintenance. Thus, ~ir, you have my fen
timents; and Jo fuch· affifl:ance and advice as 
I can give fafther, you fhall always be wel
come.'-Mr. Newton, having faid this, took 
his leave. 

§ 4Q. / 
' Mr. Langley was a very good man and : 
kind father; and, after refleaing with himfelf 
fom~ hours upon the matter, and looking in .. 
to his accounts and the :!late of his property, , 
he refolved to follow the advice of Mr. Ne-i.r .. 
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ton with ref pea to his fon.-He had the 
' -

pleafure to find that, by living frugally at 

home, he fhould be able to f pare the furn 

which was required to maintain William at a 

public fchool, and afterwards at -college.-. 

Little boys, when they receive indulgence 

from their parents, are apt to confider it ra

ther as their due than as a favour;. they fel

dom rem~mber, that to maintain, clothe, and 

infiru8: them is al ways a great expence; and 

they are rather inclined to wifh for more of 

every thing than they have, than .to try and 

make their expences lefs by care and good 

condu8:.-Mr: Langley, after he had made 

up his mind upon the fubjetl, called his fon 

into the parlour and thus f poke to him: " I 
am glad, my dear boy, to. find that you have 

~properly improved the time you have been at 

fchool, and by your diligence have acquired 

more learning than boys of your age in gene

ral have. By way of reward, I mean to deny 

myfelf many comforts, that yours may be 

promoted and increafed. Other fathers, in 

my rank of life, would now bind you appren-
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tice to fame trade, after keeping you perhaps 
a little time at home to extend vour know. 

J 

ledge of figures, and to improve you in writ .. 
ing; and probably my neighbours may think 
that I have done enough for you, and will 
accu[e me perhaps of vanity, and of acling 
unwifely, in defiring to do more; but I tru:fl 
your future co!1ducl will juflify me to myfelf 
and to the world. In compliance with what 
lv1r. New:ton !ecommends, I fhall foon fend 
you to a public fchool ; from _ thence you 
fhall go t0, college; after whch you mufi de~ 
pend no longer upon me, but upon yourfelf, 

1 and yo.~1r o:-vn talents and indufiry.-· At a 
public fchool moft of the boys will, perhaps, 
as to birth ~nd fortune, be above you; you 
rnufi therefore be careful that the example of 
thofe who are better born does not teach you 
to be foolifhly proud; nor the e_?<ample qf 
thofe who are richer teach you to be expen
five. You· muft take care of your clothes, 

, becaufe I cannot afford to buy you many; 
and you mufi be careful of your money, bea 
caufe_ you mu.ft not ex~eEt to have much! 
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earn, therefore, amongft your new fchool'." 

fellows, to b~ humble without being fervile, 

nd to be frugal without being mean."

~hefe words were not lofl:. upon \iVilliam; 

he {hed tears of gratitude, and treafured them 

up in his heart. ' 

§ 43· 
In a d,ry or / two aften,rards, Mr. Langley 

went to Nir. Newton, and acq nainted him 

with what he had refolved to d@.-l\1r. New~ 

ton was greatly delighted ; and, at !\·fr. 

Langley's de fire, undertook the care of f et .. 

tling '\Villiam at W efiminfier-fchool, with 

one of the-underAmaflers of which he was acn 

q uainted : and he added, " If you can bring 

yourfelf to part with your fon fo foon, I have 

bufinefs which will oblige me to go to Lon .. 

don in about ten day , and '\Villiam may go 

with me."-This could not fail of being ~ 

pleafant thing to Ivir. Lano-ley, who thankful .. 

ly accepted the offer.-\/\ hen his father and 

mother were fitting one morning at breakfafi, 

talking of their boy, and the new plan pro

pofed concerning him, \Villiam came into 



the room, with a letter in his hand. " Papa," 
fays he, " I have been writing a letter to my 
good old mafier in Y orkfhire ; and, if yot.1 
pleafe I will read it to you."-At his_ fat~, '~ 
defire, he read as follows : , 

" Dearefi Sir, 
" AS I am not ungrateful, I cannot forp,-::t 

your kindnefs; I therefore write to thank y u 
and my mifirefs for your tender treatment of 
me. Mr. Newton, my father's friend, L . s 
you have done me great jufiice, and that I 
am likely to become a good fcholar.. This 
mufi certainly be owing to ,you, and not to 
rnyfelf: I am going r;ext week to W efimin-

. :fier-f chool, where I am fore I fhall not be fo 
happy ·as I was at Richmond; for I am told 
there are no green fields, no fireams nor 
woods, w her~· I can take a walk till I am tir
ed, and then fit down to_ read.-Pray give my 
love to Mafier Snows, and all my play-frl 
lows ; and, i.f you pleafe, you may tell Mds 
Snow that I often wifh I could read to her 
again, and hear her fing.-· I fhall be glad, Sir, 
if you will let Henry Snow write to me,ap.d tell 
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me a £Treat deal about his brother, his filter, and 
0 

my fchool-fellows. My papa and mamma de~ 

fire their kind remembrance; and I remain, , 

1
• ,. i1 . Your obliged and ·dutiful pupil, 

VVILLI-i\M LANGLEY." 

§ 44· 

·l• 1v1r. Langley was much pleafed with this 

; _Hance of his fon's gratitude and good fenfe,• 

l~1d be commended him for both.-Every 

thing was now prepared for his journey to 

London; and,' on the evening appointed, 

taking a tender leave of his father and mothert 

he got into the coach about feven o'clock, in 

the evening, by the fide of .Nir. Newton. Hi& 

mind wa::; not quite com po fed at leaving his 

parents a fecond time fo foon ~ and he was 

the more uneafr, becaufe he had heard, as 

'\',i,ell as read, that London was a place full of 

'rroif e, tumult, and danger, and very different 

froqi all the fcenes which he had hitherto 

k:10wn and lo\·ed.-Before they had gone 

manv miles, the motion of the coach rocked 
J 

. h:rn to il ep; and he was dr:::~ming of his 

I 



( 86 ) 
YorUhi-re friends, and of walking and talking 
by -the fide of Ivlifs Sn.ow, when .a _hoarJe and 
terrible voice called out feve;·al times to the 
coachman, "Stop! ftop !"-YVhilft Lar:gley, 
roufed by. the noife, was wondering what 
could be the matter, the window, near which 
he fat was broken' by fomething forc"ibly 
thrufl: through ~t, arid which prov~d to be a 
piftol : at the fame time a man on horfeback 
appeared by the fide of the coach door, who, 
in very rude and boifl:erous language, [wear
ing all the time terribly, demanded the paffen~ 
gers money .-Langley had often read of pe~-

li., 

ple being murd~red by highwaymen; and l;e 
at this moment remembered the accident 
which he had himfelf met with when he had 
fo naughtily taken his mailer's gun. He 
therefore thought that he muft now certainly 
be killed: but the paifengers foon giving the 
man· their money, he overlooked the boy who 
fat clofe in the corner; and away he gallop- -
ed, full fpeed, to the great joy of .vVilliam, 
_nci indeed of all the refi. 
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§ 45· 
Nothing further happened of any confe-

quence till they arrived the next morning in 

London; the entrance to which filled Lang~ 

1ey with amazement. He thought there was 

no end of buildings, people, and coaches; 

and he feemed to himfelf to haye got quite 

into another world.-Not to make our hifio. 

ry tedious by its length, we {hall only fay 

thar: Tvir. Newton was good enough to e.rnploy · 

one day in fhewing Langley the Tower and 

the wild beafis, the :t\.1onument, St. Paul's, 

nd V.l efi:minfler Abbey; and the next day 

placed him under the care of the Rev. Iv1r. 
Smalhvood, at \Vefiminfier-fchool. Every 

thing he faw was new and furprifing to 

Langley; and the next morning, when he 

,·.-as carried, by his nc,~· tutor, into the 

fchool, and faw almofi tliree hundred boys 

at their books, he ·was quite bewildered. 

He was fome time before he could fo far 

co l le8: hi mfel f as to attend to the place 

-where he wns direaed to fit, and the bufinefs 

be ·was ordered to do. He ,vas placed in tbe 

f,rnrth form; and the mafiers Ioon found 
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tl1at he knew what be was' about, and had 
been properly infl:ruaed.-'ATben the con
finement of the fchool was at an end, he 
found himfelf frill more perplexed and a\,vk
ward. There was a rufl:ic fhynefs and referve 
in his manner, which, when contrafied with 
the forward and lively gaiety of the town 
boys, made him as little inclined to mix with 
them in their diverfions, as they on their parts, 
were to folicit and court and his company.
After the fchool hours in Yorkfhire, \i'i/illiam 
and bis play-fellows ufed to run into the 
fields and woods, to cut flicks, look for nefis. 
get nuts, and in fearch of fuch 9ther amufe. 
rnents as the country prompted and afforded. 
-At Vv efirninfier he heard the boys talk of 
afking leave to go to the play, of fome great 
match at cricket, or tennis, or bi1liards; the 
names of which, excepting the firfl:, he had 
never heard. Others were putting themfel ves 
into fighting attitudes , and f peaking of a-n i11-
tended boxing match bet wixt Humphries and 
M endoza. Some again were f peaki.ng of th~ 
fafhions of clothes, o f races, and cock-fighL ; 
and not a few were dif puting who had i.he 
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greateft talents, and who were the 'beft minif. 

ters, l\,fr. Fox or ivlr. Pitt.-Of th~fe dia~ 

logues, which he could not but overhear,. 

fome offended Langley, fome difireffed him, 

and all furprifed him. 

§ 46. 

In the preceding chapter '\\'e by no means 

intend to interfere in the dif putc which has 

been fo often and fo fenfibly difcuffed con~ 

cerning public and private fchools: they 

}.laY doubtlefs both of them their d.efeas and 

t 1eir excel knee. '\Ve have at this time, and 

in this country, many liYing and fplendid 

examples of great and Yirtuous men ; fame 

of whom ba\·e been brought up pri,,ately, 

pth rs at public fchools.-All that we intend 

~s o fay, ,.,,·bat muf1: often have been obfen·ed, 

hat a boy abruptly remo,;ed from a pri,·ate to 

a public fchool wil, for a time, feel himfelf 

a,· ·,\·ard; and find that, ,vii11 ref pea to his 

·pleafure and hi manner,, he, ill ha\'e much 
- . 
~ th to learn and to unlearn. At the fame 

.\ ... e, let all bo}s remember, that virtue a.:1 

I 3 
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vice are the fame every where; they are nei
ther chan:ged by age, nor place, nor rank-that 
good condu8: will in all places alike deferve 
efi.eem, whether it obtains it or not-·and that 
mif condu8:, whether it efcapes or meets with 
punifhment, ,~ill be cenfured by thofc ·who 
happen t<: know it, and forfeit the approba
tion of the world, and of a man or boy 's own 
heart. The truth of this Langley witne!fed 
in his own condu8: and fortune; for, al
though at W efimin~er, his lefs po1ifhed 

, manners, and lefs expenfive drefs, made him 
avoided and def pi fed by fome young, empty 
coxcombs, · who had more money to fpend, 
and finer clothes to-wear, his diligence and 
goodnefs of heart met with their reward. 
The former foon raifed him in the fchool, 
and obtained him the efleem of his mailers; 
the latter, as it prornpte<l him to be obligi_ng 
and good-natured, made him noticed by thofe 
boys, of whom, (n every fchool, there will be 
always fome, who, defirous of being improv
ed in learning and goodnefs themfelves, re. 
f pe8: fuch improvement in others. 
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§ 47· 

vv· C would by no means have it foppofed 

that Langley, though referved was fullen; 

or, though bafbful that he wanted f pirit. At 

the fame time that he was careful of his 

clot hes, he never refufed to mix in fuch 

amufements as fuited his temper, with thofe 

boys whofe manne·rs mofi refembled his own. 

He was alfo frugal with the little money he 

bad ; but he never refuf ed to lend what he 

could afford to a fchool~fellow, or to give 

·hat was confifient to any poor perfon. His 

friendly temper involved him in one fcrape, 

bis f pirit in a fecond, and his too generous 

nature in a third, in the interval of time 

·hich he f pent in London. He was one day 

playing at fi ,·es with Jack W oodhouf e, the 

boy with whom he was mofi intimate; when 

a dirty fellow, who was driving an afs, and 

who wa much bigger than either of them, 

tri I to fl ,al "\Voodhoufe's coat, which he 

had pulled off, and hung over fome rails. 

Luckily, Langley fa,v the theft; and running 
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up to the fellow, not only infi fied on havj ng 
it ag:ii n, but gave him a fevere cuff in the face : he, in return, got both a black eye and 
~ bloody nofe; but the coat was refi ored, and Langley obtained great credit in the fchool for his friendly and f pi rited conduEL Ano
lher time he was walking by the fide of the river, the wa,lk he loved moll to take, wheq 
he faw a pQoF little chim_ney-fwceper fall 
from the fide of a boat into the water. He inflantly {hipped off his clothtes; and, as he 
had learned to fwim in Yorkfhire, plunged iq to fave him from being d.rowned ; butr. though willing enough, . he did not prov~ 
flrong enough; an_~ both of them, perhaps~. ~ould have loft their lives, if a waterman,_ who faw the accident, had not taken tt t n-\ into his wherry .-Once alfo he faw a poor 
woman, with an infant in her arms, who ap
p~ared to be almofl perifhing with cold and 
hunger~ What, could he do ? he had no money, and his allowance was not due; fo he 
went and fold one of his fchool-books, whi~h he happened to have in hi.s pockett and gav~ 
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the poor woman the money. When he again 

,vent into fchool, he was afked for his_ book; 

and it was only by relating the whole ftory, 

which ( as he was never deteaed in the fhame

fol vice of I ying) was believed, that he got · 

excufed from a fevere flogging. 

§ 48. 

It cannot be expeRed that a fchool-boy's 

Ji fe, even on the great theatre of London, 

fhou lcl abound with incidents either various 

or uncommon.-As his boyifh years paffed 

away, Langley improved in eYery thing; 

and, as the time approached when he was to 

go to col lcge, he was found to be converfant 

b 'yoncl his age in Latin, Greek, and French: 

_ he con,pofed good verfes, and made excel

lent Latin; his Engli{h themes we1e always 

commcnckd, and oflen rewarded. Once a 

fortnight be wrote to his father, ~nd once a 

month to. Ir. Snow, in York{hire; both of 

·hich he confidercd as duties, and never 

omitted ithcr.-At length, a letter came 

from o.J _ fr. Langley to his fon, reqr,amg 



. ( 94 ~) 
him to meet·him, on .a -certain day, at Cam
bridge, where he intended to g0, for the pur
pofe of admitting hiq1 a fcholar of Trinity 
College~ To .Cambridge, therefore, he ·werH; 
and it is doigg him but ju!lice to fay, that he
~arried with him -a letter from the head mafrer 
of W efiminfl:er-fchoo1 to the tutor of Trinity, 
commending, in the highefi po'flible terms, 
his dilige0;ce, his mo-rp,ls, .and his learning. 
As the tutor found part _of this infiantly to be vue,-_he eafily gave him credit for ali the refl; 
.for, when he examined him, he was pleafed t_o fay, tht1t fo good a fcholar had not for many years been a_dmitted to the college. 

_§ 49· 
Our tale now draws .fafi to its con,:] ufion • 

. -:-Of Langley's condua at college WC fhall fay but little; for the -hiflory of a college lif-e 
cannot be either very pleaf.rnt or very in
:firufhve t-o thofe for whofe u[c this book is 
chiefly intended. It will be enough, perhaps 
t,o remark, that the fame prudent condua and 
indufrry whi~h, at YorkI11ire and Wefrmin-



_ ( 95 ) . 

fter, proet~red our hero efieem, improvement1 

and advantage, attended hirr~ lO Cambridge, 

-prodncin\! rhe fame good effe&s.- As foon 
- 0 • 

almofi: as he went, he became a fuccefsful 

candidate for thofe honours and r ewards 

which it was the cu.flam of his college to be

:fio1.,: on learned induftry and regular condua. 

--ln one of his letters from l '1r. Snow he re

~.?i- ~d the delightful news that his old and 

faxourite friend, Mifs Jane Snowi had fr·:c

ceed d to a fortur~e of five thoufand p_ounds 

":Jy the death of a gentleman, who was her 

godfather, and had always been very fond of 

her. ,vben this young lady was not quite 

ten years of age, fhe made a very elegant 

purfe, which fhe fent to Mr. Rippon, the 

gentleman ,rho left her the above -fortune. 

He \·Vas much .delighted; and not only ma.de 

her feveral other handfome prcfents, in return, 

but \.vrote the following verfes to her, ·which 

he inclofed in a :rviorocc,P pocket-book, richly 

adorned with Giver: a copy of thefe was fent 

to Langley, as fr. Snow knew they would 

give his fenfible heart pleafure. 

2 
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To a very good young LADY, not quite ten 
years old, who worked the AUTHOR a very 
elegant Sr LK PURSE. 

I. 
Too fine for me the purfe you fend, 

Where tafte and gaynefs mix ; 
For how can they in fitnefs blend 

Thl:'ir hues with thirty-fIX? 

II. 
An age when friend/hip fhould prefide, 

To rule and warm my heart ; 
And there for you fhe long will bit!e, 

Tho' lighter guefts depart. 

III. 
For when life's airy round you tread

1 
With anxious care I'11 watch, 

Left pleafure's lures by guilt be fpread, 
The guiitlefs mind to catch. 

IV. 
N or with more joy within this p~rfe 

His wealth would Avarice place, 
Than I in future years rehtar fe 

Your virtues, wit, and grace. 
3 
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§ .50. 

Soon after Langley had taken his degree§ 

at college, with much credit to .himfelf and 

delight to his father and mother, he was ap

pointed private tutor to Mr. George Hogg, 

the fon of Mr. Hogg, the member of parlia

ment, whom we mentioned, in the commence

ment of this Hifiorv, as a friend to lvlr. , 

Langley and his family.-In this characler of 

tutor Langley remained four years, when he 

took priefr's orders. He proved himfelf fo 

careful, all this time, of young Mr. Hogg's 

morals and learning, that the old gentleman 

promifed him, his diligent ob[ervance of his 

duty fhould not go long without its reward. 

Old Mr. Hogg had two livings in his gift; 

o ne was in Lincolnfhire, and worth four hun

dred pounds a year; and, as luck would have 

it, one was in Y orkfair , ,v here a great part 

of the family efiate of the Hogg's lay. This 

Jail was not worth more than three hundred 

and fifty pounds a year, but then it wa with

in feven miloo of old :tvlr. Snow's houfe.-

K 
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,vith the family of his firH tutor Langley hacl 
ne ve r 01pitted to corref pond; and indeed 

- they had made fo tender an impreflion on his 
m ind, that he hardly ever fpoke of them but 
with tears of gratitude and love. We Ihall, 
therefore, eafily obtain credit, when we in
form our young readers that, Mr. Hogg hav
ing giving Langiey his choice of the two liv
ings in his gift, he accepted the latter one,. 
which was in Yorkfl1ire, with delight and 
rap tu re. 

§ 51. 
After fpenc;ing a few days at Norwkh 

witl1 his father and mother, who found all 
thei r care repaid in the good fortune, and ' 

( 

(wh at .. with. them weighed more) the good 
chara8:cr of their fon, Langley went to York
fhire, by Ihort and p leafant journeys over 
land, to ·p0ffcfs his living. }le intended to -
take the fami ly of Mr. Snow, fome morning, 
by furprife, after he Ihould have put his par.: 
fonage houfe in order good enough to enter. 
tam his dear friends, Fortune, however, 
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prevented hi5-._intentions. He was ri..di1~g_o~e 

afterno(?n a little way from the place \.>f his 

refidence, thi11king of his Richmond friends 

-and, if we may confefs the truth, of lVIifs 

Snow more than all, the refr-. -vvh~n h:e faw, at 

a little diH:ance, a one-horfe chaife overturn .. 

ed by the careleffnefs of · a baker's fervant, 

who drove his cart againfi .it. He galloped 

to the f pot, deGro_us to give foch affi_fiance as 

might be ,vant,ed. Before he could get up tQ 

them, he perceived an elderly gentlemap, 

who by l:iis drefs appeared to be a clergy~anj 

affifiing a young lad,y to rife from the ground. 

Who can defcribe his furprif e and de1ighti 

,vhen he beheld his old m;ifler, and , -as he 

properly concluded, his favourite, Mifs 

Snow! He infiantly difmountcd.; and, run

ning to them-" Oh Sir l" he exclaimed 

" how wretched il1all I be if either of you 

are hµrt ! "-'' X thank you Sir, for your 

kindnefs," anfwered 1Ir. Snow, civiliy; '' we, 

1 belie .. .-e, have neither of us received any fe

rious injury."-T-ime indeed had fo altered, 

a;1d, if we may fay the truth, fu improvi~ 
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Langley, that neither Mr. nor Mifs Snow 
could remember him.-" What!" returned 
he . abruptly, " do neither of you know 
L a: gley? He has -never forgotten you." 
What followed may be eafi_ly fuppofed. The 
joy ~fall the three was equal at a meeting fo 
delightful and fo little expe&ed. They were 
condu&ed to tµe new p~rfonage ; and,_ as 
Mifs Snow did ' 'hot chufe to get into the 
chaife again, !he vouchfafed to lean upon 
Langley's arm.-Nature had from the firft 
been partial to Mifs Snow; and maturer 
years had ripene·d her charms of perfokl, as 
parental care, and her own indufiry, had im
proved .the endowments of her mind. In few 
words, !he was a beautiful and good young; 
lady. 

§ 52. 
After an hour's refreiliment, at Langley's 

houfe, they all three returned to Richmond 
together, where William Langl~y met with a 
welcome from Mrs. Snow no lefs warm and 
tender than the one he had before received 
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from her hufband and her daughter. . IJenry 

Snow, he was informed, had been bound ap .. 

prentiGe to an · attorney at Darlington, where 

he did fo well, that his mafier, retirin·g 3/nltn 
the buunefs, left it folely, with all its profits1> 

to Henry. Richard Snow had, to the great 

grief of his parents, thought proper to go into 

the army, where, as he was al way's of a quar

rel fome temper, he had ht.en engaged in a 

dif pute with a brother officer, and had lately 

lofi his life in a duel.-After remaining a few 

days, and they \vere days of happinefs; at 

Richmond, ~angley offered himfelf in mar

riage to Mifs Snow. His prop~fals were ac

cepted; in the courfe of a m?nth he was 

united to the woman of his heart; and we 

have the bappinefs to find that they now live 
I 

near Catterick; the pride and delight of their 

common friends; bleffed in themfelves, and 

an ornament to the world. 



,v e will jufl: add one conclµding chapter, by way of informing our young readers that happin.efs does not depend upon birt' for. tune;- it muft be the refult of pru.<lent and virtuous condua.-Much has been faid of - . 
the golden mean of lif-e; that is, of a ftation removed eq'ually from extreme poverty and exceffive wealth : perhaps it will ~e found that fuch a fiation is exempt from more cares, and in the enjoyment of greater com .. fortst than any oth_er. Let it "therefore be remembered, and with gratitude to that Pro. vi?ence which o~ders all things for the. uefi, that this · middle fl:ation may be attained :., ✓ the a&ive and· virtuous indufiry of thofe whofe births feem, at fidl fight, to preclude them frorp it. Honours and affiuence can be poffeffed but by few*; but contentment will fmooth the ruggednefs of the mofl: thorny paths ; and whoever peru fes the true Hifiory 
"' Both which, if properly applied, are doubtlefs of great and extenfive benefit. 
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of Wil_Iiam Langley, mufi be convinced, that 

to be prudent is to fecure efieem ; that dili

gence will not fail of its reward; and, that to 

be good is to be happy o 
• , n 
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