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Both of them perkaps, wo. have lost their
Lives, if a Waterman who saw the accident
had not taken them into lis wherry.

See Page. 143,
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PRETFACE.

\

IN an age when genius has condefcended to the capas
cities of infants, and for their ufe has fimplified fci-
ence and illutrated manners, it is with diffidence the
Aathor of this little work offers it to the public: yet he
trufts a zeal, not to be exceeded, in the caule of youth,
and the moft ardent wifh to blend their plealure with their
improvement, will plead for him, In this confidence
he prefents to them the Hiftory of William Langley.
They who write narratives, like the follow‘ing,‘ for the

~ inftru&®ion and the amufement of childhood, fhould efpe-

cially attend to three circumftances. Firft, that all the
incidents be fuch as are natural, and particularly apply
to that period of life. Sccondly, that the moral deduc=
tions from them fhould be obvicus, pratical, and fitied
to youthful underftandings. Thirdly, that the language
fhould be fimple but not wmean, and elegant without af-
feftation.

We have not involved our young hero in any intricate
adventures,4ince only {uch are made to befal him as are
commeon to every {chool-boy. We have taken him alfo
from the ordinary clafs of men, that his example may
the more generally apply ; and we have advanced him to
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comfort and competency, and have purpofely excluded
‘grandeur, that, whilft induftry and honefty fee before
them an adequate reward, the imagination fhould not be
dazzled by the glare of diftant meteors. '

We have endeavoured to point each more remarkable
incident with its appropriate moral, and to render them
natural and familiar; and, as the pureft fource of all
virtmous practice, we have referred our young readers to
the precepts of the Holy Scriptures.

Knowing well that: the words and phrafes which are
acquired in infancy adhere through life ; and, as well as
habits, mark cither good or ill breeding ; we have been
very anxious that no vulgar terins fhould fteal into our
little Hiftory.— At the fame time, to render it facile to
young learners, we have rejected all long, hard, and un-
common words : thus endeavouring to give that middle
ftyle of diétion which, in.common difcourfe at leaft, is
perhaps the politelt that can be ufed by all ages and
ranks of men.

Such has been our aim in this work , but it may be
feared we have rather planned than performed ; and that
our claims from it will be more to the merit of well in<
tending, than to the praife of full execution,
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WILLIAM LANGLEY.
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ET all little boys, who wifh to obtain the

love of their friends, and the efteem of

the world, who defire to profper and to be .

happy, liften to the True Hiffory of William
Langley.

Children, when they are taught to read, are
not always fenfible how great a kindnefs they
receive ;- many, indeed think themf{elves very
hardly treated in being obliged to learn their
book, becaufe it gives them at firft fome
trouble.—But they fhould be told, and they
fhould remember, that nobody loves a dunce ;
that he who will not learn what his parents or
mafters endeavour to teach him, will get none
of thofe things which all little folks defire to
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have, fuch as playthings and prefents of dif-
ferent kinds *.—But this will more clearly
be feen in the account which we propofe to
give of our young hero. We fhall, therefore,
defcribe all his errors, and all his virtues,
~without any referve : by which it will appear,
that his errors always made him unhappy, and
mvolved him in {crapes and trouble ; but his
virtues, at laft, got the better of his faults and
- vexations, and rendered him happy in him-
felf, and refpefted by all mankind. We
hope, therefore, that our young readers of
every defcription will learn by his example,
which we record for their improvement, to
avoid his defefts, and to imitate his landable
qualities.

§ 2.

s s R
William Langley was the fon of William

and Hannah, Langley who kept a linen-dra-

per’s fhop in the city of Norwich : his parents -

were, 1t 1s true, not very rich, but every body

* Not to fay any thing of their being deptived of the
pleafure of reading fuch little Hifferies as this of curs.
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cftcemed them for their honefly; and what
tells greatly to their praife 1s, that from hav-
ing nothing in the world, they raifed them-
felves by their induftry to a flate of decency
and comfort.—Nobody fhould be defpifed
becaufe they happen to be poor; and when
poor people, by their good conduét, obtain
property, they thould be {o much the more
refpetted. Children may alfo be aflured,
that the blefling of God attends upon induftry,
but that contempt and want are the followers
of idlenefs. Old Mr. Langley, and a brother
of his, whofe name was James Langley, wit-
nefled the truth of this in a ftriking manner.
They were both put out o try their fortunes
in the world at the fame time. William was
bound apprentice to 2 linen-draper, and -
James to a taylor.  William was always fo-
ber and honeft, went every Sunday to church,
never kept any bad company, and carefully
minded his bufinefs. James, on the contrary, '
was a very idle fellow : when he was fent on
an errand, he flaid and played at marbles with
the diriy and naughty boys, in the fireets, of
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~ whom he learned, not to fpeak the truth, as
well as to fay bad words. His mafter was at
length fo angry, that he would keep him no
longer, and fent him away. He afterwards
‘became a beggar, and fuffered very great
bardthips ; and, muft have died from diftrefs
and difeafe, if he had net been aflifted by his
good brother, William, when his time was
out, took a little fhop, and began firft of all
in'a very fmall way: but when the neigh-
bours faw how fober and careful he was,
they all made a point of dealing with him ;
by which, in a few years, he got.money
enough to enable him to buy the ftock, and
take the houfe of a man of credit, in the fame
trade, who was leaving bufinefs; after which
he married a very plain, but worthy woman,
by whom he had feveral children; and he
always maintained his family with great de-
cency and good order.

§ 3
Mr. and Mrs. Langley had, after their
marria.ge, two or three children, who did not
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furvive the dangers and diforders to which all
infants are expofed, fuch as the fmall-pox,
* the meafles, worms, and the great pain and
fever which are produced by the teeth forc-
ing themfelves through the gums, Children,
therefore, cannot be too thankful, nor behave,
too well to their parents, and thofe fervants
who take care of and nurfe them when they
are in fo very, weak and helplefs a ftate.
After fome years they had this little boy,
William, who, by very great and conitant
care, got the better of all the above com-
plaints, As his father and mother were very
fond of him, when he was about two years'
and a half old, they fent him to a good old
woman, who lived in the country, about four
miles from Norwich, that he might have the
benefit of the air, and where, at ‘the fame
time, he might be at fuch a diftance as to ad-
mit of their going to fee him as often as they
could properly do fo. The air of fo’large a
place as Norwich, where there is a great deal
of fmoke and dirt, and where there. are a
great number of bad {mells, which are prae
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duced by the number of different trades there
prattifed, is not fo good for children as that
of the country.
§ 4

Little William was a very forward child ;
and when he was fent to the old woman, who
was his nurfe, he could fpeak very plainly,
and walk or run about as well as many child-
ren who were a year older. As he had very
good health and great {pirits, he was more ven-
turous than he ought to have been ; and twice
he was in very great danger of being killed,
or at leaft of being very much hurt, from his
going farther from the door than he ought to
have gone alone. At the bottom of his
nurfe’s garden was a {mall pond, deep enough
to drown any little boy or girl ; this his nurfe
had on account of fome ducks which fhe
kept. The good woman always told William
1ot to go near this pond, and he promifed he
never would : but the old ducks happened to
have fome little ones, with which William
was {o pleafed, that he often ran about the
garden after them, trying to catch onee
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When they were very young he was able to
do this, for they could neither run faft nor
far ; but as they grew older, they eafily got
away from him. One fine day his nurfe gave
him leave to play in the garden, charging
him, as ufual, not to g'o near the water; but
William {aw the little ducks, and {foon for-
got what he had promifed. They ran from
him, he ran after them; the fafter they wad-
dled, the fafter he ran: at length, they plun-
ged into the water; to the brink of which,
when William came, he could not ftop him-
\fe_lf, {o he tumbled into the pdnd, head fore-
moft. Luckily for him, his nurfe’s daughter
was in the garden, hanging out {ome linen.
Jenny, for that was her name, went with great.
hafte and took him out, or ke would certain-
ly have been drowned ; as it was, be dirtied
2 nice clean frock, hurt his face and knees,
and fwallowed a great deal of very dirty wa-
ter. He was foon made fenfible that he had
done very wrong; and it is certain that he
never, alone, went near that piece of water
again. It 1s proper that all children: fhould
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know they may be drowned in a very little

- quantity of water.; which, by entering their

mouth and noftrils, will not only prevent
their crying out, but will fufocate and kill
them : when we fay {uffocate, we mean, that

- it will not {fuffer them to draw their breath,

They may alfo learn from this accident,
which William Langley met with, how dan-
gerous it is not to do as they are bid by thofe
who are older, and therefore wifer than thems.
felves, :

§ 5

The other efcape which William had was
this :—He was always told not to go 1nto the
public road, which was oppolite the houfe of
his-nurfe ; for, as {he very juflly faid, if you
do, William, fome coach, or poft-chaife, or
horfe, may perhaps run over you, and break
your li‘mbs, if not kill you. There is George
Blow, at the next door, has got only one leg,
and is in other refpetts a great cripple, He
was one day playing in the road, and a ftage-
goach ran over him ; for, as he was fo little



(9]
a boy, the coachman could not fee him. He
was a long time very ill, and the furgeon was
at laft obliged to cut off his leg.” William
was quite fhocked to hear this {fad ftory, and
faid to himfelf, that he would never play in:
the road; but, to prove how apt little boys
are to forget them{elves, that fame afternoon
he faw a butterfly, as it flew acrofs the road,
and away, with his hat in his hand, he fkipped
after it, at that moment a chariot was coming
almotft at full {fpeed ; and, had it not been for
Jack Afhmore, the baker’s man, William
would certainly have got a mifchief. But
Jack caught him up 1n his arms, and carried
him home to is nurfe. William was at firlt
terribly frightened ; and his nurfe, as well
fhe might, {colded him feverely ; but, upon
his promifing to be very careful in future, he
was forgiven; and, indeed, it is but doing
him juitice to {ay, that this accident perfettly
\ cured him of going near the road. Children
fhould never go near coaches, waggons, carts,
nor horfes; for as they are neither quick
enough, nor ftrong enough to get out of dan-
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~ ger, the wifeft thing they can do is never to

run into it. Many children have been made

lame all their lives from running into a public

road, or a ftreet, contrary to the commands of
their parents and nurfes.

§ 6.

As foon as William was four years old,
Mr. Langley came one Sunday morning in a
one-horfe chaife, and took him home to Nor-
wich. As they were riding along, his father

told him that he was now to go to {chool,

-~ and learn to read. This William faid he
" fhould be very glad to do, for he longed
- much to have one of the golden books which
- his nurle had fhown him at the thop windows.

When they came to the ftreet where Mr.
Langley lived, William’s mamma came oat of
the door -to welcome them home: fhe was
glad to fee her little boy; and W hen the heard
that he had been, in general, a very good
boy, the made much of him, and boiled him
a plum pudding for his dinner. In the after-
noon fhe carried him out to take a walk, and
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" Thowed him a number of fine things, which

- .

he had never feen before ; and promifed to

buy him a gun and a drum as foon as he

" fhould tell her his letters. On the next morn-

ing, after he had ate d good breakfaft of bread .
and milk, Mr. Eangley took his fon to a Mr.
Baxley, who kept 2 day-fchool in the neigh- .

bourhood, and who was famous for te'a‘"’c':hivng‘

little boys and girls to read. Mr. Baxley was

A good-natured man, and begzin direétly to

{how William fome of his letters, which he
defired him toremember againit the afternoon.
At twelve o’clock a maid came to carry

Langley home to his dinner, and fhe brought ‘
him again at two. Upon-his going the fe-
cond time 1nto ‘the {chool, he faw a boy
ftanding in the middle of the room, with a
firange cap upon his head ; it was made of

~ red and yellow cloth, and fome little brafs

bells hung from the top, which made a ftrange
jingling noife whenever the boy ftirred. As
all his fchool-fellows .were laﬁghing at him,
Langley afked Charles Mortlock, a good lit-
tle boy who fate next him, who that poor fel-
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low was, and why he was placed in the mid.
dle of the fchool, and wore that firange cap.
- His name, replied Charles, is Drinkwater ;
he i§ placed there for the boys to laugh
at; and he wears that cap becaufe he is a
dunce, and will not learn his book. Langley
was very forry for Drinkwater; but, young
as he was, he inftantly refolved to take great
pains, and learn his book as faft as ever he
could, that he might not be obliged to wear
the fool’s cap. As foon as Mr. Bax]éy_éalled
him, he remembered the letters he had been
taught in the morning ; and was thown fome
more, which he promifed to repeat to his
mafter the next day. s

§ 7-

Langley continued conftantly to improve
in his reading under Mr. Baxley; he never
played truant, nor ever wore the fool’s cap. At
five years old, he could read very prettily in
the Teftament and in Dodfley’s Fables, which
laft he learnt to repeat by heart : his memory
was {o good, that what he read carefully over
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‘two or three times before he went to bed, he
could always fay by heart in the morning.
One fingular ftory is told of him, when he
was not quite five years old. ~ His father and
mother wifhed him to repeat the third chapter
“of Proverbs, which 1s a very pleafing and very
“ufeful chapter, for it contains, 1n eafy and
elegant language, the beft advice in the world.
- Langley, who was always defirous to pleafe
his parents, becaufe he loved them, and be-
- caufe they were fo good to him, began to read
it as foon as he had got his dinner. Before
he went to bed he could fay it almoft all; he
read it once more before he went up ftairs
with the maid, with whom he flept. In the
middle of the night be fat up in the bed in
his {leep, and 1epeated the whole. Lhapter
without miffing a word. This appéa‘i‘s won-
derful, but it is certainly true. 'T‘hey who
are in good health often dream of thofe things
which employ their thoughts during the day;
and this was the cafe with Langley, who all
the afternoon had been fludying the third
chapter of Proverbs. It was, therefare, 1m-

&
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- preffed fo ftrongly on his mind, that even
{leep did not make him forget it. -

§ 8.

From- five years old to feven, William
Langley paffed his time like moft other chil-
dren.—But it is to be obferved, that long be-.
fore he was feven he could read, and he could
fpell better than any other little boy in Mr.
Baxley’s fchool. - We will relate a few flo-
+ ries of him, which happened when he was
betwixt five and feven years old. Then his
talents became fo ftriking as to attra& the
notice of Mr. Newton, the curate of the pa-
rith; and he was removed to a grammar-
{chool, and began to learn Latin, Greek, and
French; all which we fhall afterwards relate,
as it cannot fail both to entertain and infru@
our.your}.g readers, for whofe ufe this book is
written. Langley once, and once only, was
very perverfe; that is to fay, he would not
do what he was defired, when he knew, and
when he felt, that what was defired of him
was very proper in 1tfelt, and therefore to be
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expedted from him. He had learned to fay
by heart the pretty fable of the Beggar and
‘his Dog, which is to be found in Mr. Dod{-
‘}ey s book ; he ufed to repeat it to his father
and mother very prettily, and much dehghted
them to hear him; indeed, they were fo
much pleafed with him that they invited Mr.
and Mrs. Clements, their next door neigh-
bours, to come and drink tea with them;
promifingethem that William {hould repeat
_for their amufement this fable. When the
tea things were taken away he was called up-
on to ftand in the middle of the room and
fpeak the fable. To the great vexation of
bis father and mother, he would not repeat it
. when he was bid; and Mr. and Mrs. Cle-
ments went away uneafly and difpleafed. Mr.
Langley was very angry indeed; he could
not be otherwife : and William was whipped,
' and fent to bed without his fupper. He was
fo unhappy at this, that he could rfot get a
wink of fleép till very late, and the next
faid to

morning, without any thing being
bim, he went tothe houfe of Mr. C, ements,
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when that gentleman and his wife were at
breakfaft, and begged leave to repeat to them

: thei fable of the Beggar and his Dog. They

were very glad to hear him, and he did not
mifs a word. Mr. Clements ga&e him {fome
toaft and fome tea; and took him, after break-
faft, home to his father, who was fo pleafed
with what he had done, that he not only for-
gave him, but bought him a new book, and
loved him more than ever. >

T
Another thing which happened to Langley
was this :—In the city where his father lived
there was a great conteft for a Member of
Parliament. The name “of one gentleman, .
who withed to be elefted, was Hogg. the

name of the other was Stevenfon. Mr. Ste-

venfon was the favourite of the common peo-
ple, becaufe he gave them ftrong beer, and
promif{ed them a great many fine things. Mr.
Hogg was fupported by all the gentlemen
and people of property, becaufe they knew
him to be an honeft man, though he did not
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profefs fo much as his opponent. When Mr.
Hogg appeared in his chair on the day of
eleCtion, the dirty valgar people cried out,

No pork! no pork! no bacon! William
Langley having heard this, when Mr. Hogg
came riding in his chair, oppofite to his fa-
ther’s houfe, he cried out fo too: No Pork'
no pork ! no bacon |—Mr. Langley faw him;

and taking him by his arm; pulled him mto
the houfe: luckily, Mr. Hogg neither faw
nor heard him.—We tell this.ftory, to {how
how ignorant and how thoughtlefs all children
are, and to teach them how careful they
ought to be. It happened, afterwards, that
this very Mr. Hogg, whom Langley childifh-
iy infulted, proved his very beft friend, and
did him and his family much kind fervice;
which, probably , he would not have done, if
be had heard him rudely and \u]wally abufe
him. Old Mr. Langley expl lained to his fon
the danger and the folly of calling people
names. It 1s Lutaml) always foolifh, for it
expofes ourlelves more than thofe with whom

we are angry ; and it 1s always dangerous, for

Cs
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it may procure us enemies who, one time or
. other, may do us much and ferious Injury.

§ no.
We will tell one more flory of Langley,
which proves his good nature, but not his
prudence. He heard his father and mother
fay, that we fhould never grudge giving that
‘to the poor which we either do not want our-
felves, or of which we can eafily get another.
—Mr. and Mrs. Langley had a great deal of
charity ; and their defire was, that their fon,
- William, fhould learn of them to be kind and
tender-hearted, whenever he could be fo pro-
. perly.  One day, as Langley was rambling at
fome little diftance from his father’s houfe, he
met a poor little beggar boy, in rags, without
any hat. Said William to himfelf, I have an-
other hat at home, and this poor little boy, I
dare fay, has none in the world; fo I will
venture to give him this which I have on, and
which I wear every day. He therefore gave

|
the beggar his hat. When he came home,
Where’s your hat, my dear ? fays his mother.
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Why,~—fays he, mamma, you know I had two
hats; and I meta little boy who had not one
in the world, fo I gave him mine. —Mrs.
Langley could not be very angry with him,
becaufe fhe knew that he mtended to do an
26 of kindnefs; but fhe very fenfibly fpoke
to him thus, which prevented his doing any
thing of the fame kind again: My dear Wil-
Hap it is very right that you fhould be good j
natured, and may always give away that which
you do not want yourfelt. But your hat you
did want; for your father and I are not rich,
and fhall not chufe to buy you another hat till
this time next year; fo that your Sunday hat
will be ragged and {habby before youwill have
another. When you wifh to give any thing
away, afk your papa or me firft ; and we will
not fail to tell you when you may give what
you have to give, and when not.—William
thanked his mother for her fenfible advice,
which he always afterwards remembered.
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Yoa1.

When William was feven years old, Mr,
Newton, the curate, called upon old Mr.
Lang]ey about fome parith bufinefs. Mr..
Langley was now fo much refpetted by all
who knew him that he had been ele@ed
churchwarden. It was the bufinefs of the
churchwarden to pay the clergyman, every
quarter, a fum of money, which Mr. Newton
came to receive. William was playing at
marbles in the fhop, and, as he appeared to be
a ]ivc]y little fellow, Mr. Newton took notice
of him, and calling to him—Well, fir, fays
he, can you give areccipt for money P—Yes,
replied William, modeftly, b/ut I muft A2
receive the money.—This fhrewd anfwer {o
- plealed Mr. Newton, that he began to afk the
boy feveral queflions; and when he found
that he could fay his catechifm, read the Bj.
ble,and repeat many fables by heart, and gave
alfo to other things very {enfible an{wers, he
took old Mr. Langley ifto another room.
oir, faid he, addrefling him, I perceive that
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your fon has parts better than thofe of boys
in general, and it would be a great pity that
they fhould be either loft or neglefted. 1
would, therefore, advife you to extend your
plan, and fend him to a grammar-fchool. 1
have a friend, proceeded Mr. Newton, who -

" lives in Yorkfhire, who takes a few private

pupils : he is a very clever man; and, if you
can afford to pay him eighteen or twenty
pounds a year, I can anfwer for 1t that your
{on fhall be properly inftru@ed in Latin and
Greek, and the greateﬁ p_omble care taken of
his morals and his health.—Mr, Langley, who
was defirous to give his fon every advantage,
inftantly confented to this propofal. ~ Mr.
Newton wrote to Mr. Snow, who lived at
Richmond, in Yorkifhire, and received an an-
fwer the following week, informing him that
he would take William Langley as a {cholar,
upon the terms propofed. Every thing,
therefore, was fetted, and William was to de-

part within the {pace of a month.
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§ 12,

All that now remained to be done was, to
determine the manner in which Langley was
to travel to Yorkthire. Mrs. Langley was, a
firft, very unhappy at the idea of fending he:
- fon to fo great a diftance ; but when the re
- fle€ted that it was for his improvement, an:
Suture advantage, her confent was eafily ob
tained.  'Whillt Mr. and M;s, Langley wer¢
in fufpenfe about the mode of fending their
little boy to Yorkfhire, they met, at a neigh-
- bour’s houfe, the captain of a flour thip which
- conﬂ'aﬁtly went backwards and forwards from
Yarmouth to Newcaftle upon Tyne, Upon
mentioning to him what was the fubjett of
their thoughts, he told them it was in his
power to remove all that perplexed them,—1I, -
fays he, will take the boy to Newcaftle for
nothing, and I am acquainted with a fober,
good-natured fellow who drives pack-horfes
from Newcaltle to Richmond: he may ride
there with him very pleafantly, and for =
trifling expence. My friend, I will engage

v
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for it, will deliver your fon fafe at the houfe
of his mafter. - Thefe propofals were accept-
ed with thankfulnefs by Mr. and Mrs. Lang-
ley; and the next Sunday was appointed to
carry William by the coach to Yarmouth,
and put him on board the good fhip Friend-

fhip, Captain Allen, commander. ‘

§ 13.

When Sunday came, Langley found his
heart a little heavy; and indeed his father
and mother were neither of them very cheer-
ful; but, however, they got into the Yar- -
mouth coach; and away they went, as faft as
four horfes could carry them. William found
a tear rifing in his eye as he took his laft look
of the cathedral, or, as it is there called the
great church; but, when he thought that he
was going to fee a number of new places, and
new things, he {oon became more compofed.
As foon as they got to Yarmouth, Captain
Allen was in the inn vard, ready to meet
them.—Come, fays he, young gentleman,

there is no time to be loft 1 we have got a

' :
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fair wind, and the fhip is lying-to for us in the
roads ; fo kifs your papa'and mamma, and go
along with me.—William longed very much
to be in a fhip, and to fee the fea; and this
defire very much leflened the forrow which
he would otherwife have felt in parting with
his good parents: he did cry a little, but not
much.—Mr. Langley would go and fee his
fon fafe on board ; but Mrs. Langley having
a very tender heart, thought, that by going
along with him to the fea {ide, fhe might not
be able to conceal her own tears of affettion
and regret ; and the, therefore, thought it bet-
ter to go into the inn and wait the return of
her hufband. Mr. Langley took his little
boy by the hand, and away they went to the
fea fide, where a boat was waiting for the cap.
tain and his young paffenger. William took
leave of his father with a great deal of cou.
rage, and fkipped into the boat., The old
gentleman ftaid till he faw his boy fafe on
board ; and then with a foftened heart aud
moift cyes, returned to the inn. As he welt,
he poured out the warmelt prayers to Heaven
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for his fon’s fafety and welfare.—Mr. and
Mrs. Langley ftaid that night in Yarmouth;
but returned home, the next morning, with-
out meeting with any accident.

: § 14.

When William firft got on board he was fo
delighted with the fhip, that he thought of no-
thing elfe; but, when he had been there a
little time, he began to feel himfelf very oddly
affe€ed ; his head turned round, and his fte-
mach was uneafy : he at length became fo fick
that he vomited proffely.—This is a com-
plaint to which almoft all people are liable
who have never bgen at f{ea before; but it
pgever does ar;}; real injury, and often proves
of great benefit. Langley foon got rid of his
ficknefs ; and, as it was a finesfummer even-
ing, he chofe to ftand upon the deck, and

look at the fea, the moon, and the ftars, till it
- was very late, rather than go to bed.—The
. next morning, after a light {leep, he got up :
from the captain’s bed, where ke had lain
down. The icene was now very different

D
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. from what 1t had been the evening before ;.
the fky looked black and difmal, the winds.
began to roar, the thunder rolled louder and’
louder, and it lightned terribly. The furface
- of the fea, which before was calm, now be-?
came rough and {welling; and to William,
who had never {een any thing of the kind be-;
fore, it appeared very dreadful. He began to
cry bitterly; and his forrow was increafed
when he thought of his father and mother,‘i
whom he never expetted to fee again. HeJ
did not, however, forget to fay his prayers ;'
-and’ the captain, who was a good- natuled

man, came to him and comforted him, telling
i

him the ftorm would foon be over, and they
fhould be prefently at Newcaftle. Upon this
our young hero began to recover his {pirits,
and at the captain’s defire went and lay down
in the cabin. After a found {leep, he lc:zipcacfj
out of bed, and ran upon the deck again, when

he had the p]eafure to find the tempeft qmtee
gone, and fine weather returnéd, and. the

jolly failors drinking a bowl of punch, which
the captain had given them.
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It was the middle of the night when the
ihip approached Tinmouth harbour, which is
about {feven miles from Newcaftle—As a war
was then expeéted, orders had been given to
a fixty gun fhip, which was at anchor near
Tinmouth, to fend a prefs-gang\ on board
every merchantman, which {hould come into
the harbour, and take away all the able feamen
to ferve his Majefty, againft the French and
Spaniards. This was therefore done ; and, at
midnight, armed with piftols and cutlafles, a
prefs-gang boarded Captain Allen’s fhip,
when William was faft afleep in one of the
failor’s hammocks. They took all the men
they could find; and, coming to the place
,ivhere poor little Langley was {leeping, one
of them cried out, Jack, here is a boy, {hall
we take him ?—As {oon as he had faid this he
took William by the arm, and pulled him out
of his -hammock. At firft he was terribly
frightened, for he faw their piftols and cut-
Jaffes, and fuppofed that they were going t@
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kill him; but when the captain told the offi-
cer of the prefs-gang that he was a little boy
going to {chool in Yorkfhire, they foon let him
go, and begged his pardon for having treated
him fo roughly. They then went away,
leaving only the captain and the mate, as they
thought, to conduét the fhip fafe into har-
bour; but when they were gone, and by the
Iight of the rifing fun, Mr. Allen perceived
no boats near, he g‘ave a whiftle, and one poor

failor leaped upon deck, who all the night had -

. _been concealed amongft the facks of flour:

he was {o droll a figure, being all over cover-
ed with white duft, that William, as well as
the captain and mate, laughed heartily to fee
him.

§ 16.

We will here ftop a little while to relate
two comical incidents which happened at
Newcaftle, when William was there, and_
which were occafioned by thele prefs-gangs :
~—A poor failor, who maintained a wife and
family in comfort with the wages which he
earned in the fervice of the merchants, was
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one night taken out of his'bed by the prefs-
gang, and carried on board the tender, which
1s a veflel appointed to receive the prefled
men. This veflel was placed at no great dif-
tance from the fhore. The above {ailor, as
he behaved quietly, obtained permiffion, after
he had been on board a few days, to go upon
the deck and fpeak to his wife, who was come
to fee him. After walking up and down with
her for fome minutes, he fuddenly caught her
up in his arms, and fo leaped with her over-
board into the water: he fwam with her to-
wards the fhore, and, before the boats of the
tender could be got ready to purfue him, he
was fafely landed with his burden.—The peo-
ple were {o much pleafed with his gallantry,
that they would not {uffer”the prefs-gang to
- go after him; and, returning to his father’s
houfe, who had a little farm 1n the country,
they were never able to get him again. The
other ftory 1s this :—A young failor being pur-
fued by the prefs-gang through the ftrcets of
Newcaftle, ran into a clock and watchmaker’s
fhop : he told the man hig danger, who very

D 3 :
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kindly put him into an empty clock-cafe,
locked the door, took out the little key, and
put it in his pocket. Prefently the prefs-
gang came:—Sir, {aid they, if we are not
miftaken, a failor ran into this thop.—I fancy -
replied the watch-maker that you will find
yourfelves greatly miftaken. They however
{earched about, but foon wenit away without ;
finding the man. When evening came, the
good-natured watchmaker let the failor out,
who returned him thanks, and went about his
bufinefs.
N 17,

As foon as ever Captain Allen could leave
his fhip, and go on thore, he took Langley
with him to the inn which he knew was fre-

quented by John Barclay, who drove the

A pack-horfes to Richmond. Luckily they met
him at the entrance of the inn, when he

agreed with Mr. Allen to deliver William
fafe and found to Mr. Snow at Richmond;
and added, that he intended to fet off in two
days time. - Mr. Allen left Langley with Mr.
Barclay, and bidding him be a good boy, he
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wifhed him his health, and returned to his -
velfel. William was now left alone, in a
{lrange place, amongft ftrangers, whofe man-
ner of talking he did not eafily underftand.
The people who live in Newcaftle ufe differ-
ent words, and pronounce them in a different
manner and tone of voice from thofe who
live in Norfolk. ~ All this at firft puzzled and
diftreffed him, but he {foon got the better of
it, for Barclay was very kind to him, and
carried him to take a walk about the town,
fhowing him every thing which was worth a
little boy’s feeing. What furprifed him the
moft was, to fee a number of little boys and
girls running about the fireets without {hoes or
ftockings, and not at all {feeming to mind 1t.
To be fure, he had {een boys and girls with-
~.out fhoes and ftockings before, but then they
were beggar’s children, who, as his papa had
told him, were often {fuffered to go fo to ex-
cite pity and obtain money. But in Newcaf- =
tle the matter is very different : the children
are there all brought up in {o hardy a manner
(that is to fay, the children of thofe who are
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not very rich,) that they -do not care for the
cold ; and, by ufe, their feet became {o cal-
lqus, that they can hardly be faid to want
fhoes. Langley was, however, not at all dif.
pleafled at looking down at his own legs, and
perceiving that he had a nice pair of new |

thoes, .and clean cotton ﬁockings. He was .

alfo {furprifed to fee the women, as well as
men, carrying great burdens upon their heads,
without taking hold of them with their hands,
and having only a round piece of cloth, ftuff.
ed with wool, to prevent what they carry
from hurting their heads. He afked Barclay,
how they did this; who told him that 1t was
cuftom; for, as they began to do fo when
they were children, time rendered it perfe&]y
ealy to them.' It 1s, indeed, proper that all
little folks fhould know and confider, that
whatever they learn to do when they are very.
young, becomes the more and more eafy the
older they grow ; and, unlefs they think pro.
per to negleft it, will never be forgotten,
Neitherthould they ever be frightened by any
thing feeming difficult at firfl - time and in-
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duftry will furmount all hard{hips. Another
thing, which attratted Langley’s notice, was
the black bread which he faw ; that he faw
the people'in general ate, not 'only'withoui;
any appearance of diflike, but with eagernefs
and appetite. He was induced to tafte it;
and, at firft, it {feemed to him {o four that he
could not fwallow it : he therefore atked Mr.
Barclay, how any body could eat {four bread.
Why, fays Mr. Barclay, though it feems ra-
ther four to every body at firft, by eating it
only three or times that tafte goes away, and
it becomes as pleafant to the palate as it is
really wholefome to the body. All this Wil-
liam found to be true; for, the very next
morning, at breakfaft, he ate a whole round
of a loaf toafted and buttered, and never
found the leaft fault with it. Now the real
caufe of its feeming four arifes from its being
made of rye, which is of an acid tafte, and
perhaps is lefs nourifhing than wheat.

AN
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§ 18.

It was in a fine morning, in the month of
June, that Langley and his good-natured con-
duftor left Newcaftle. = As foon as they got
out of the town, which to be fure is dirty

~ enough, the country, and indeed ever); thing

which met their eyes, was beautiful and de-
Lightful. There were thirty pack-horfes in a
row, the firft of which had fgme mufical bells

o faflened to his collar, which, as he moved

R e
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flowly along, played very prettily. On the -
laft horfe, upon a pack of wool, rode Willi.
am. The pack was fo foft and fo long, that
ke could ride upon it juit as he pleafed, fit.
ting or kneeling, ftanding or lying down. By
his fide, upon a little horfe, or, as it is there
called a galloway, Mr. Barclay rode to chat |
with him, and to explain to him the things
they might fee as they went along. The
birds fung merrily, the fun fhone cheerfully,

B'ﬂ"the':')'ﬁel'dys Jdoked green, and the meadows

3

gay : fometimes they went up a hill, which
prefented them with a new and charming
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profpelt; fometimes they came into a fair
fthady valley, where a little fiream flowed,
gently murmuring along," at the bottom of a
pleafant wood. Every thing indeed gave
William {pirits, and he enjoyed his ride more
than can be defcribed. At length they came
to a public-houfe, at the corner of a wood,
where Barclay always ftopped to get his
breakfaft and to reft his horfes. The landlady
took great notice of Langley, helped him off
the horfe, and foon fet before him, in a clean -
parlour, a large bafon of boiled milk and
bread, into which fhe threw a lump of fugar,
which made William’s eyes fparkle. When -
he had finithed it, without leaving a fingle
{poonful, he went to take a little walk by the
fide of the wood, whilft Barclay was getting |
ready to proceed on his journey. As he ‘
fauntered along, a blackbird came whirring
out of a holly bufh, and, perching upanan afh
tree that was near, began to whiitle and rnaLe
a great noife. ~Langley went clofe up to the :
buth, and faw, what he had never feen till
now, 2 nefl, in which were four young black-
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birds. He was fo delighted, that he at firft
thought of taking the neft and the youngones
away with him; who, by their chirping,
feemed to take notice of him. But he {foon
reflefted, that the poor mother would be
made very unhappy by his doing fo; and
that, as he did. not know how to manage the
little creatures, the young birds would proba-
bly die; fo that he fhould thus be guilty of
great cruelty. He refolved therefore to Jeave
them, and contented himfelf with ftopping to
look at the neft, which he much admired : he
then returned to Mr. Barc]ay, whom he found
waiting for him, and who much commended
him for his good-nature as well as good fenfe,

‘1n not meddling with the neft.

; § 29.
They proceeded on their journey, and for
fome miles met with nothing fingular enough
to att_ra& their notice. Barclay told Langley

, fome ftories which very much diverted him ;

though one indeed made him rather unecaly :

it was this. Georgé Walton and William
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Malden were two ill-natured and mifchievous
boys, who went to fchool together. They
were always quarrellingand fighting with the
other boys, and were often whipped by their
malter for breaking the windows and fences
of the neighbours. One holiday they went
out by themfelves, into a wood, to cut {fome
hazel twigs. As they wandered about, Wal-
ton faw a magpye’s nefl at the top of a tree,
which he was refolved to get. He therefore
pulled off his coat, and, as he was an attive
boy, he foon climbed up the tree. The: neft
had four eggs in it, which he took out, and
put into the pocvket of his waiftcoat. When he
was coming down, and had got to the very
laft branch, his hands flipped, he fell to the
ground, and he broke his leg. Malden ran
and got {fomebody to help hun home. But,
as he was a very naughty boy, nobody pitied
him ; and it was a long time indegd before he
got well.—Climbing is always dangerous :
we often hear of boys who get mifchief by
falling from trees; and, befides thié, 1t tears,

dirties, and {poils the clothes: fo that it is
B
-
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much wifer conftantly to avoid it. Langley
was forry for George Walton’s accident ;
‘but, as he -met with it by his own folly, he
was the lefs uneafy : he thanked Mr. Barclay
for the ftory, and promifed not to forget it.

§ =o.

They proceeded gently but cheerfully |
along, till they found themfelves, about din-
ner-time, at the entrance of’a little vmdge
Here they got a plain but hearty repaﬂr‘; ‘and,
~ after ftaying a little time for the fake of the
poor horfes, which were very bufy at their
hay and corn, they refumed their journey.
Late 1n the afternoon, as they had almoft fi-
nifhed their travel of the day, they turned
down a dark lane, which led to the houfe
where they were to fleep. 'When they came
to about the middle of this lane, there was an
opening to the left, upon a large common.
Here, at about a hundred yards from the
road, Langley was furprifed and frightened by
the fight of two gibbets, from which two men
- ‘weve hanging 10 chains.  As be had never
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heard or read of any thmcr of the kmd he
could not tell what to make of it; and many
unpleafant thoughts prefented the_mfelves to

his mind. At this moment Barclay, who was

a few paces behind him, rode up on his trot-
ting little nag, and, pointing to the gibbets,
aflked William if he had ever feen {uch
things. No, faid William, trembling, and
almoft afraid to fpeak. =~ Why then, faid
Barclay, I will tell you what they are; and
I wall alfo relate the ftory of thele two
men. ¥ When men commit fuch crimes as
render them unfit to live amongft thofe
who are peaceable and honeft, they are
condemned, by the laws, to {uffer fuch pu-
nifhmenfs as the nature of their different
offences 1s found to deferve. For {mall
crimes they are put into prifon, whipped, or
tran{ported ; for great crimes they are de-
- prived of life, by being hanged on a gallows,
or a gibbet. If their offence be very enor-
mous, they are left as you fee, hanging in
chains ; that their example, by exciting ter-
rer, may prevent the {ame things being com-
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mitted in future. Inthis Very place, the two
men, whom you {ee, not only robbed, but
cruelly murdered a poor young woman, who
- was returning from market with the little
money fhe had got by felling a few eggs and
fome butter, with which fhe maintained not
only her mother, but a little brother. This
account revived Langley’s fpirits, by afluring
him that he had nothing to fear on his own
account. But he wondered much, that, if
any body fhould be wicked enough to rob,
they fhould be ftiil fo much more wicked as
to commit murder. ' With thele thoughts
they went quietly on till they came to the '
houfe where they were to {tay all night. Here
a hot fupper of veal cutlets and apple-pye
was provided-for Mr. Barclay, who was ex-
pebted ; part-of which was given to William,
who foon went to bed; where, tired with the

fatigue of the day, he flept like a top.

N
In the morning, William got up as blithe
as a lark, and ran to Mr. Barclay’s bed, who
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flept in the fame room, to call him. About
feven o’clock they departed; and, as they
met with nothing before dinner which de-.
{erves to be related, we fhall e’en fet them
down at one o’clock at Darlington, near the
river Tees, as hungry as hunters, upon a
roaft leg of mutton and potatoes, and fome
little plum dumplings, which Langley thought
the handfomeft things he had ever feen in his
life. After dinner Langley mounted again
upon his wool-pack ; and, after they had tra-
velled half an hour, he heard, to his right, a
great noife of water falling from an eminence
upon fome largé {tones, and making a hoarfe
rattling, but not unpleafant found. Looking
over the hedge, which by his ftanding up he
was very well able to do, he faw the water-
fall, near which was ftanding a man with a
fithing-rod in his hand : he had juft caught a
trout, which he was putting into a little baf-
ket he had brought for the purpofe. As this
alfo was quite a new objeft to Langley, he
called to Barclay, who was a little way before
him, and afked if he might ftop a few minutes
E3
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to {ee thie man catch another fifn. Barclay
told him he might, and he would go with him.
He therefore ftopped his horles ; and, getting
over a {tile into the field, they went up to the
“man. ' As it happened, Barclay knew him ;
he therefore told him he had brought this lit-
“tle ftranger to fee him catch a fith.  This e
*did prefently ; and Langley was much divert-
‘ed, firfl, to fee the trout leap up to what
feemed a fly, but which was only fome pieces :
of" feather and filk, made like a fly, under
which ‘the hook was concealed. Then he
thiought it very pleafant, to fee fith flouncing
about—trying, but unable, to get away. At
laft the hand-net was produced, and put un-
der it : it was brought to the ‘thore, and a fine
“fellow 1t was. The man begged Mr. Barclay |
would. actept of it for his {fupper; and away
he and William went, highly delighted, As
they were going to join the horfes, which all
flood very ftill and quiet, Langley atked Mr.
Barclay 1t it was not a very cruel thing to
catch fifh, as tliey feemed to fuffer fo much
pain from the hook. Barclay rephed, that
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it certainly was to be withed that fifh might

be caught with as little pain-as poflible; but

he remarked that oxen, calves 'fheép, turkéys,

“geefe, and chickens could not be killed with-

out gwmg them fome pain; all which were
“certainly intended for the ufe and food of

mankind. This anfwer fatisfied Langley;

and {o, fometimes riding, fometimes walking,

always cheerful, ‘and, counftantly alking fome

pertinent queftion (to which he did not fail

‘to reccive a {enfible an{wer,) he went to the
houfe where they were to pafls the evening,

and which was no more than three miles from

Richmond.

{‘s 22.
he next morning they both rofe early.
3 Langley chofe to walk, and trudged on filent
‘and thoughtful. A new fcene now prefented
Citfelf to his mind.  He had formed a kind of
friendfhip with Mr. Barclay, who had treated
him very kindly. He was going to live with
firangers, at agreat diftance from his fatherand
mother : and he became every moment more
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unwilling to part with Barclay and more
fearful to meet his new mafter. At this mo-
ment, lifting up his eyes, he faw the town of
Richmond, and its noble old caftle; he be-
held the fine river which flows at its foot
and he heard the bells, which, as it was fome
feftival, were then ringing ; the mellow
founds of which came {fweetly foftened to his
ear, along the banks of the nver, winding
along a charming walley. All this tended to
revive his fpirits. Mr. Barclay alfo told him,
"he often” paffed through Richmond, and
would not fail to come and {fee him ; that his
mafter, Mr.Snow, was a very mild and good-
tempered man, fond of good little boys ; that
he had two fons, who would be pleafant play-
fellows for him; and that he was certain he
would be very kindly and tenderly treated.
“Thefe words were a cordial to Langley™
beart; and by the time that they got to Mr.
Soow’s houfe, he was prepared to meet his
new mafter with cheerfulnefs.
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§i 28,

When they knocked at the door, it was
opened by Mr. Snow himfelt.  Ah! Mr,
Barclay, fays the good man, fo you have
brought me my little boy at laft ? I have ex-
pefted you thefle two days, and I am very
happy to receive him well. He then took
Langley by the hand, kiffed him, and wel-

omed him to Richmond. Mr. Barclay was
é{kcd to breakfaft but he could not ftay; fo
bidding William be a good boy, and withing
him well, he took his leave. Mr. Snow car-
ried Langley into his ftudy, where were fit<
ting, at breaktait, his wife, his daughter, and
his fons; all of whom kiffed the young
ftranger, and told him they were glad to fee
him, and would try to make him happy.
William was quite delighted with his treat-
ment ; and foon by his good-humour and
{enfible remarks, made his mafier and miftre{s
kis friends. When he had got a hearty break-
faft, Mr. Snow defired his eldeft {on to thew
bim the {chool ; telling him at the fame time
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to inform the boys, that this was to be a holi-
day, on account of the new fcholar. Willi.
am went readily enough on fo pleafant a bu--
finefs ; and, when he came to the {chool, he
faw about ten boys, none of whom were
much older than himfelf, hard at their books.
He fhook hands with them all, who gave him
thanks for the holiday he had prqcured themg
and away they went joyfully together to play
‘upon the green before the {chool, William as
merry as the reft,

W ' § 24.

Mr. Snow was a clergyman, with very
fmall preferment; but by keeping a fele@
number of pupils, upon ferms fomewhat ex-
ceeding what is commonly paid in Yorkfhire,
he contrived to live very well, and was great-
ly refpeCted. His houfe was well adapted to
his purpofe ; it ftood at one end of the town;
before it was a,gentle and verdant defcent to
a fiream, which for feveral miles continued
its courfe, and abounded with trout. Behind
his houfe he had an orchard, which was very
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ufeful to his family ; as well as a pretty little
garden, which, as he was_fond of flowers, he
took care of himfelf. Mrs. Snow was a very
~ good woman; attentive to her children and
her boarders, kind to the poor, obliging to all
her neighbours, and refpe&ed by thofe who
knew her. Her daughter Jane was a pretty
little girl; could read, write, and few per.
fetly well ; had atafte for {inging, and could
play feveral tunes upon an old fpinnet which
flood in the hall. Henry Snow, the eldeft
boy, was a meek and good-tempered child.
almott eight years old. He bad juft begun
Latin, and was therefore very bufy at his
grammar. Richard, the youngeft {on, was
by no means fo kind-hearted as his brother
Henry ; but fenfible, threwd, and clever. He
wase a hafty, quarrelfome fpark ; and, though
not quite fevenyearsold, would often kick,and
fight, and fcratch the boys. The confequence
was, that they all difliked Richard, and loved
Henry : which we cannot {o much wonder
at ; for Richard was alfo a tell-tale, which 1s
a charafter much to be defpifed ; whereas
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Herry often got boys excufed, when, for

fome trifling fault, they would otherwife have
been punifhed.

§ 25

The next day, Mr. Snow, after hearing
Langley read, and a{kmcr him {ome queftions,
thought {o well of him, that he refolved he
thould begin Latin without lofs of time. He
could already write a little; and he applied
fo clofely, that, in the courfe of a month, he
was able to write the following letter to his
tather ; for which, as it was the firft he ever
wrote, he got praife from all who faw it.

« Honoured Sir,

¢ As this is the firft letter I ever wrote,
L you muft not expeét much from me. My
¢ mafter and miftre{s are very g good to me -
“ as alfo is Mifs Jane and Mafter Henry. I
¢ like George Leigh very much, and I play
¢ with him more than with any boy.—Mr.
““ Snow tells me you are all well, which I am
“ glad to hear.—Give my duty to my mo-
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¢ ther; pray to God to blefs me; and I re.
* main your dutiful {on,

¢ WiLLiam BANCLEY.

The above is the true and real letter which
was {ent by Langley to his father; and which
pleafed old Mr. Langley fo much that he fent
him a letter in anfwer, fealed with wax;
round which was written, ¢ Pray how do you
like my feal ?’—When William broke the
feal, he found in1it a little piece of gold.— .
- Oh! cried he, I like the feal very much, and
away he ran to tell his mifirefs; defiring her
to take it, and give him fome half-pence out
of it, now and then, to buy fruit and play-
things.

§ 6.

William’s progrefs at his book furprifed
and delighted his mafter ; he foon got before
every boy in the fchool; he was indeed fo
fond of reading, that he would often afk his
mafter to lend him books, which he would
fometimes, though not always, prefer to play.

F
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He was certainly a romantic boy ; for, though
he loved play as well as other boys, yet,
when he got a book which he liked, he would
retire,l after fchool hours, into the fields, and
~would {it down under a hedge to read, where
he fometimes ftaid fo long that he loft his
dinner. At other times, he would get up to
fee the fun rife; a fight of which he was very
fond: he ufed alfo to fay, that to hear the
~ birds fing in the woods, to {ee the ftream
- winding playfully along through the mea-
dows, to fee the cattle feeding in the fields,
and the flowers blowing in the hedges——was
better than a piece of plum-pudding, or even
than a holiday.—There was one thing which
be never failed to do; and we would wifh all
little boys to do fo likewife. ~Whenever he
heard or faw a word which he did not under-
fland; he was never ealy till he either found
it out, or got it explained.—The Squire of a
little parifh, about a mile and a half from
Richmond, had before his houfe a bowling-
green, to which every Thur{day he invited
the neighbouring gentlemen. Mr. Snow ufed

3
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frequently to go; and one day, as a great

treat and favour, he took with him his fon -

Henry and William Lang]ey. - The two boys'

were playing about upon-the green, and mak-
ing, as Mr. Snow thought, too much noife ;

fo he cried out, Boys don’t be fo obﬁrepe'-“

rous !—This bard word puzzled Langley very
much ; indeed he could make nothing at all
vof it.-—As they were going home in the even-
g, Pray Sir, fays‘ he to his mafter, what did
you mean when you faid to Henry and me,
¢ Boys don’t be fo obftreperous ?’—Mr,
Snow was much pleafed with him for atking,
and told him that te be obflreperous was to
be loud and noify.

§ 27.

The country about Richmond is very fine ;
the flreams are full of fith; the fields are full
of game; the woods are full of nuts; and a
great number of gentlemen in the neighbour-
hood keep hounds.—We promifed, at the be-
ginmng of this book, to tell little Langley’s
faults, as well as his good qualities ; we fhall
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now, therefore, tell one thing he did, which
deferved both cenfure and punifhment :—His
mafler was fond of fhooting; and would
fometimes take Langley with him to carry.
his powder and fhot, and to run and get the
game when it fell to the ground: he was
much delighted with this office; as indeed
he was with any office about the perfon of his
mafter, whom he dearly loved.—But one
thing furprifed him: bhe could not conceive
how the bird, flying in the air, and, at a great
diftance, thould in 2 moment fall to the
ground when his mafler fired his gun. He
had a great delire to try if he could do fo too.
He obferved, thegefore, where the gun, the
powder, and the fhot were put; and, getting
up, very early in the morning, he took the
gun upon his fhoulder, fome powder and fhot
in his pocket, and out he went into the fields.
When he cameto a retired place, he put fome
powder and {hot into the gun ; and, cocking
it, as {oon as he faw a bird flying near hini,
he fired it off.—But be paid dearly for his
rafhnefs and folly, and indeed he might have
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wnjured himfelf for life; for, as he did not
know either how to charge the gun prop.e-r‘ly, |
or place 1t, when charged, againft his thoul- !
der, it hit him fo fevere a blow on the fide of ':
his face, that it not only tore off a large piece
of fkin from his cheek, but made his nofefl
bleed terribly. He returned home; and, asf
may be {uppofed, very much athamed and -u;]-
bappy. As foon as he went into the {chool i
all the boys cried out, ‘Oh, Langley ! what”
the matter with your face ?—In the midft ol
their enquiries, and before he could give an "
anfwer, in came Mr. Snow. The moment hel
fow Langley's face, he was much con.cerned,
2nd afked if he had been fighting. He could!
conceal the matter no longer; but, burfting!
into tears, related all the truth ; promiﬁn oY
faithfully to do fo no more.—Mr. Snow was
at firft very angry ; but on account of his.gcj
neral good condutt, and his promifes nevet
to offerd in the like manner again, he forgave
him.—Children thould never play with guns;
nor fhould they ever do any thing mn privaté
which they are afhamed to have pnblicly
¥g ‘
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" known. By the firft they may wound, and
- perhaps’ kill themfelves; by the laft they
learn to be artful, and are tempted to tell lies
. ~—a mean and fhamefu! crime.

§28

fi William wrote once in every month to his

- father and mother,: and heard from them as
, | often. His manners, in the mean time, were
 fo obliging, his improvement in learning fo
' ‘ great, his remarks fo lively, and full of good
‘{enfe, that he was a great favourite with eve-

ry body. He ufed often to take a walk with

les Snow into the fields ; and, when they
|came to a pretty and thady place, Mifs Snow
'would take out her work and fit down ; whilft

Langley, from fome book feleéted for him by

his mafter or miftrefs, would read to her. .

Sometimes Mifs Snow would fing him a

fong, which very much delighted him ;  for,

though he could not piay upon any inftru-
ment, he was very fond of mufic.—The fquire
of the next parifh aifo was {o much plealed
with William, that he gave him leave to fifh
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in the ftreams which belonged to his Lioufe,
which was a very great favour.— When
Langley went a-fithing, it was a very pleafant
thing to fee him; for he always took a book
in one pocket, whilft his other was filled with
- his fithing tackle : and, whenthe trout did not
come fo faft as he wifhed, he always made
himfelf amends by fitting down under a bark
- to read.—This fithing, Lhowever, brought him
into two {crapes; both of which we {hall
faithfully relate, that other little boys may
take warning by his example. When Mr.
- Wilfon gave Langley leave to fith in his
fireams, 1t was upon thefe terms—he was al-
ways to call at the houfe firft, and leave word
where he was goiug. The reafon of this was,
that Langley might know whether Mr. Wil-
_fon himfeit, or any of his friends, intended to ]
fifh that day; which cafe he was not 1o
go, that he might not {poil or difiurb the
gcmlemen’s fithing. One day he either for-
got or negletted to do this. It therefore hap-
pened that, as he was getting over a ftile, from

one meadow 1nte another, with his rod in his
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hand, who fhould he fee but Mr. Willon
himfelf, and hjs xieighbour Mr Dawfon,
coming to the very {pot to fith which Lang-
ley had juft left.—Sirrah, faiq My Wilfon, T
know that you have not been to the houfe, as
you ought ; and you have quite {poiled my
fport for this day, by difturbing the freams «
g0 home; and never prefume to come apd
fith here again.—As Langley had not a word

| to fay for himfelf, he went away very forrow-

$oful.  The VEery next morning, ‘as {oon g

! Tchool was over, he went to Mr. Wilfon, and
| begged pardon in fo pretty a manner, that
| Mr. Wilfon not only forgave him, but again

permitted ‘him to fith in hig fireams upon the
fame terms as before..——A ufeful leffon is here

- afforded to al] children ; firft, not to abufe

the kindnefs of their friends, by taking great-
er Iiberti‘es than they know they ought to

‘take ; and next, when they have done amifs,
‘hever to be athamed to confefs it, nor to beg
Ppardon of (hofe whom they happen to offend.
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" The other fithing fcrape into which Lang- |
ley got was this:-—Whenever he went out

with his rod and his line, and, as we before
faid, his book, Mr. Snow very kindly and
properiy defired him not to go too near the -
edge of the water; for though thefe fireams,
where the trout were found, were certainly

not deep, yet, as we remarked at the begin-
ning of this hiftory, a very little water will
drown a boy. It muft be confeffed that, in
general, William was very careful, and

minded the advice which was given himt
but, one unlucky day, his hook caught ho!

of a little twig, which was on the other fide
of the brook; and, as 1t was a very narrow
place, he thought that he could, by means of
a long pole which he found in tle field, lcap
over it. He therefore pulled off: his coat;
and, fixing the pole in the middle of the
tream, he put the other end under hrs arm

and, giving a {pring,

he L:ad got about hall way over, fnap went the

away he went. When

v
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pole, and foufe came Langley over head and
ears into the water. As it was thallow, he
got out eafily enough ; but every thing he
had on was wet through and through, and he
went fneaking home, dripping all the way
like a drowned rat. When he got to the
houfe, he was ftripped and put o bed; but it
was a long time before Mr. Snow would give

him leave to go a-fithing again by himfelf.

8o,

When he was nine years old he began the
Greek grammar; and not ldng afterwards
Mr. Snow thought that he might venture to
put him into the Greek Teftament. This to
Langley, at firft, was like leaving all his old
friends, and going by fea to another Newcaf.
tle ; but he did not forget that Latin, when
he began to learn it, feemed equally hard, but
that every day rendered it lefs and lefs fo;
neither could he forget that, when he firft was
taught to write, his hand ached, and his fin-
gers were very ftiff and awkward ; time and
practice enabled him to write with eafe and
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pleafure. - He therefore fagged hard and got
on very faft. At this time alfo Mr. Snow
began to teach his daughter French, which
for fome days Langley obferved without fay-
ing any thing ; but at length, he could not .
bear to think ihat any boy, much lefs any
girl, {hould know what he did not, and be
able to read what he could not. He there-
fore very modeftly atked Mr. Snow to let him
learn French too. That I will, replied Mr.
Snow, and with great pleafure, {o they began
the French grammar that very afternoon. He
foon got as far in the grammar as Mifs Snow;
and they afterwards continued to read French
together.

§ g1.

We have before obferved, that Langley
was not averfe to play; indced he mixed
with his fchool-fellows in all their amufe-
ments. He played at marbles, bat and ball,
hop-ftep-and-jump; a2t which laft he much
excelled them all. But he was moft delight-
ed when Henry Snow, or George Leigh,



( 60 )
would take long walks with him into the
woods, or go and fee things and places which
ke had never feen before. He would walk
feveral miles to fee the ruin of an old caftle
and, he would often go without his dinner,
whilft he was employed in making a feat in
{fome retired place, where he might fit, and
cither read, or gaze earneltly at the water
dalhing down fome fteep and cfa;gged»place.
He would indeed fometimes g0 too far from
home; of which he had once of twice great
reafon to repent. He one day loft himfelf in
a thick wood, and wandered about for many
hours, without being able to find his way out.
He began to grow both very hungry and very
tired ; the evening too was approaching faft,
and every thing looked of a dufky and gloomy
colour.—In this diftrefs he thought that, if he
hallooed as loud as he could, fomebody might
pethaps hear him. This he did once or twice,
but nobody anfwered. He fat down, and
burft out a-crying ; after a few minutes, he
thoUght he heard, at a diftance, the noife of
an axe; he liftened, and heard it agamn.  He
1
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‘therefore very wilely followed the found,
and, coming to the place whence it proceed- -
ed, he faw Thomas Law{on, one of Mr. Wil-
{fon’s fervants, cutting down fome brufth wood

for firing. He was fo pleafed, that, running
up to him, Pray Thomas, faid he, be fo good
as to fhow me the way home; I will never
come again fo far alone. Thomas did this
gladly, for he knew Langley, and liked him
for his good-nature. It was quite dark be-
fore he got to Mr. Snow’s, and all the family
were very unealy about him ; but they were
fo much pleafed to fee him {afe, that they al-
moft forgot to fcold him as much as he de-
ferved.—Boys fhould be very careful not to
go to ftrange places alone, or too far from
heme; it i1s very 1mproper, and certainly
dangerous.

. $ 32
William was now near ten years old, and
conftantly improving in his manners, his
mind, and his per{fon. One morning the poft-
man knocked at the door, and brought Mr.

G
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Snow a letter from old Mr. Langley. 1In
this letter he thanked Mr. Snow for his great
kindnefs to his little boy; but faid, that he
now very much withed to fee himfelf what
progrefs he had made, that he might judge for
what profeflion he was moft adapted. He
added, that his mother alfo, after fo long an
abfence, was very defirous to fee him. He
therefore defired Mr. Snow to have his {fon
conveyc:.d, in the courfe of the month, fafely
to Hull, where a veffel, in which he had fome
concern, would take him on board, and bring
him to Yarmeouth ; at which place he would
meet him himfelf. This letter made all the
tamily for a time very uneafy, and Langley as
well as the reft; for, though he could not be
otherwife than pleafed with the idea of {eeing
his father and mother, yet he was very {orry
to leave fo many people who had always been
good to him, and who loved him as much as
he loved them. The day, however, came:
Mr. Snow’s one-horfe chaife drove up to the
door ; Johﬁ Clarkfon, who was to drive
Langley te York, got into it; out came
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Langley, crying fadly, and all the family with
him, many of whom cried alfo; a teat was
feen too in Mifs Snow’s eye, who had fo of«s
ten walked and read, and played and {ung,
- with Langley, that fhe loved him little lefs
than one of her brothers. William kiffed
them all round ; and, to be fure, did not omit
Mifs Snow : fomebody has faid that he kiffed
her twice, and it may perhaps be true. All
were unhappy at parting with him, except
Richard Snow, who was always jealous of
him, and often behaved to him with 1ill-na-
ture.—After much good advice, and fhaking
hands agzin and again, Mr. Snow put him
into the chaife, by the fide of John Clarkfon,
and away they drove.

§ 33-

It may not be amifs to fill one chapter with
the good advice which Mr. Snow gave Lang-
ley, in the prefence of his fons and daughter,
in the ftudy, in the evening before he was to
go away.— My dear William,” faid Mr,
Snow, after the teasthings were removed,
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‘¢ you have a]ways, with me, feen and known

the different effeéls of good and bad conduét :

the one has always made you happy, the other

quite the contrary. When you have done
well, vou have been conftantly praifed, en-
couraged, and rewarded; when yau have
done ill, you have as conflantly been cenfur-
ed and panifhed. Depend upon it the fame
will happen to you in every ftate of life, from
youih to manhood, from manhood to old age.
Tobe good, is to be happy ; to be vicious, is
to be wretched. As to your improvement,
it depends upon yourfelf; you have very
good talents, and may be juft as’learned as
you pleale. With refpect to learning, you
will find hereafter, what you have found here,
the benefits of induftry, and the fatal effeéts
of ncgleft or idlenels : the one will as cer-
tainly promote your 1mprovement and happi-
nefls, as the other will make you poor, defpif-
ed, and wretched. Above all things, remem-
ber vonr dutv to God, and to your neigh-
bour; abhor yice, prafuil virtue. -Be hum-
ble ;md modeft, kind and obliging to all; life
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ten to thofe who can inftruét you ; imitate
‘what your heart tells you is praife. worthy 5 ‘
bear whatever evils may happen to you with
patience ; and endeavour to be a good man,
and pious Chriftian.”~—Mr. Snow added ma-
ny other things; fuch as bidding him always
{peak the truth, and {hun falfehood like a fer-
pent; to be honeft, open, diligent, and faith-
ful : all which were fo deeply impreffed upon
Langley’s mind that, as his conduét afterwards
proved, he never forgot them.

§ 3¢

The tide from Richmond, down the vale
of Catterick, is one of the moft charming
things in the world—the country is fo rich
and lovely. Here a fine brown wood—there,
at its foot, the river Swall] rolls. its beautiful
fiream. On both fides of the road are many
gentlemen’s {eats ; and, every now and then,
the fpire of a village church peeped from the
end of a green lane, or from the rifing of a
gentle hill.  Thefe delightful {cenes of na-
ture were not loft upon Langley, young as he

G g
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‘was: he {foon recovered his ufuzal cheerfuls

nefs; which he no doubt did the fooner,
from the pleafing profpett of feeing his father
and mother, whom, as it became him, he dear-
ly loved. As they were people of no mighty
confequence, they went trotting on without
mecting with any wonderful adventures, and
got to: York in the evening about feven
o’clock.—The approach to York is fo very-

pretty, that fome mention ought to be made

of it. The minfter, or cathedral, a very fu-
perb and noble objeét, is feen at a great dif-
tance; the caftle 1s no lefs worthy of atten-
tion : and the two buildings, together, {peak
the approach of a large and populous_city.
On their arrival at the White Horfe, in Cop-
pergate, they found that the ftage-coach, for
Hull, was to go the next morning from this
very inn where they were.  John Clarkfon,
therefore, took a place in it for Langley ;
and, feeing him fafe into it, the next day re-
turned to Richmond.
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ki edst

The pallengers in the coach were two
young ladies, who were much taken with
-Langley’s {prightly appearance and winning
‘behaviour: they took much notice of him ;
and, on enquiring who he was, 1t turned out
that one of them knew his father, and attual-
dy lived at Noriwich. This was a very plea-
A{ant circumftance to William, who did not
forget to atk many pertifient qucﬁions.——Thé
good-nature of his fellow-travellers, in one
‘refpect, did Langley more harm than good.
The ladies, intending to reward him for the
fenfible and propei‘ manner in which hebehav-
ed, gavehim almonds andraifins, and cakes and
{weetmeats 3 to which, as well as to riding 1n
2 coach, he had never been ufed. They had
_not, therefore, gone a great many miles, be-
fore Langley became very fick indeed ; but
“upon opening the windows, and {uffering him
to fit with his face to the horfes, he got bet-
ter {oon, and was as lively and cheerful as
ever.—People fometimes think that they are

<X
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very kind to children by giving them a quane
tity of fweet things: but in this they are very
3pt to be miftaken, for in general Tweet things
are not wholefome ; and lealt of all to a child,
whofe flomach is not ftrong enough to bear
them. The ftage.coach ftopped at Beverley
to dine; through which as they paffed, Lang.
Jey was greatly pleafed with the appearance
of the church, which is a very handfome
building. They arrived 2t Hull in proper
time ; and in the infi-yard a fervant was wait.
ing to receive William, and condu& him to
the houfe of a gentleman who was a friend of
old Mr. Langley’s.

: _ § g6,

At Hull, Langley was obliged to ftay a
few days, waiting for 2 fair wind to carry
him to Yarmouth. The name of the gentle-
man, at whofe houfe he was, was Prefton,
who had a fon about thie age of Lang]ey,
a bold, daring, and impudent boy. Mr. .
Prefon, one morning 4t breakfaft, told the
boys that they might go on board the veffel in
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which Langley was to fail. = They were both
"pleafcd_at this, and away they went joy'fu'lly
‘together. When they came -to the fhip,
Langley contented himfelf with walking ‘up
and down the deck, afking queﬂionS—about the
{ails and the ropes. Buat Dick Preflon, {eeing
‘one of the men go up the {hrowds, jumped up
alter- him, and would go up to the top,
though every bedy called out to him to come
‘down ; hoWwever, on he went, and got up
fafely enough but, on coming back again,
‘he was very much frightened ; and within a
few yards of the bottom his foot got twifled
in one of the ropes, and he was not able to
recover himfelf. Whillt he was thus en-
tangled, a’ failor-boy {kipped up the ropes,
and, palling a line round Dick’s body, tied
him to the firowds. He was kept thus al-
moft a whole hour, for every body to laugh
at ; which is a cuftom very common amongft
failors, to punifh thofe who are either awk-
ward in doing what they ought to do well
and expertly, or who meddle with things
which they ought not to touch. Ths dife
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graceful, accident, however, did not éure
Prefton of his daring {pirit ; and, not many
months afterwards, in trying to get up the
throwds of a man of war, he fell down upon
the deck, and loft his life. by his rathnefs.e=
When boys are brought up to the fea, and are
inténded by their parents to be failors, they
learn eafily and properly enough to get up and
down the ropes. But when boys, who are to
be of a different proteffion, go into {bips they
may afk quettions for the fake of inftru&ion,
but fhould never pretend to climb up the
ropes, which is both foolifh and dangerous.

§ g7:

The day at length came in which Langley’s
thip, the Rebecca, Captain Weft commander,
was to {et fail ; and he went on board in good
fpirits. He was more fortunate this time than
before; for they met with no ftorm, and he
Was not near {o fick ; but, it muft be confefl-
éd, he was longer in his paflage, though he
had not {o far to go. o This frequently hap.
pens 1n fea voyages. The {wiftnels of the :
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fhip’s gbing depends‘ upon the wind: when
the wind blows brifkly, a velflel often goes
over a great {pace in a very little time. On
the contrary, when there is little or no wind,
a fhip gets along very flowly, as was the cafe
at this time with Langley’s fhip. When he
before went to Newcaftle from Yarmouth, a
diftance almoft of one hundred leagues,
(which, as three miles make a league, is near-
ly three hundred miles,) he got there in lefs
than three days and nights ; but now, though
the diftance from Hull to Yarmouth is no
more than {ixty leagues, or one hundred and
eighty miles, he was more than four days in
his paflage. One thing happened, as they
failed along, which diverted Langley very
much. They went through a little fleet of
boats which were fithing off the coaft for her-
rings. The mafter of one of thefe boats
knew Captain Weft; and, as they flowly
paffled him, be toffed into the fhip two or
three ftrings of herrings, at leaft twelve upon
a firing ; upon which all the failors made a
bearty meal. Poor William did not venture
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to talte thefe, he was fo much afraid of being
fick.—They at laft faw the church and town
of Yarmouth rifing, as it were, flowly from
the fea. Langley’s heart now began to dance
with pleafure; his ficknefs had qdite left
him ; and he had nothing to think of but the
joy he fhould have in running into his father’s
arms. ~ As they came nearer to the coaft, and
he was walking with the captain upon the
deck, he was. fltruck with the very odd ap-
pearance of Yarmouth church, which to him
feemed to be crooked. He afked Mr. Weft
if it was really crooked; and, if not, what
was the reafon of its feeming {o. The captain
replied, that it was not crooked, but only
built purpofely to appear fo, They now en-
tered the harbour, and happy indeed was
Langley once more to fet his feet upon dry
land. = As he was going through the flreets -
along with the captain, he faw his father
coming haftily to the fide of the river to fee
what fhip was juft come in Langley ran in-
flantly towards him; and, catching hold ot
his coat, exclaimed, ¢ Sir, Sir, are not you
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glad to fee me?”  Old Mr. Langley turned
about, and really did not know his boy, he
was fo tanned by -the fea and the {un, fo
much grown, and indeed in every refpeft fo-
altered. He therefore faid, coldly, ¢« How
do you do, little gentleman? Pray what 1s
your name ?”’  Poor Wi illiam could not bear
this; but, burfting out into tears, cried out,
« What, Sir, don’t you know me?”’ Thefe"
words induced Mr. Laxlgley to look earneftly
in his face, when he foon remembered him ;
and catching him 1n his arms, kiffed him ten-
derly again and again; and was fo delighted -
to fee him, that tears of tendernefs and joy
flowed faft from his eyes.

§ 8.

After indulging for fome minutes the feel-
1ngs of parental love, Mr. Langley took his
little boy by the hand, and led him to the
fame inn, which, fome years before, he had
vifited with fenfations fo totally different.
He was then fad and forrowful ;- about to
leave his beft and deareft friends, to go a long

H
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- way amongft people who were entire #iran gers

to him. Now he was returning, without a
care in the world, to his father and mother,
anxious to fee and embrace them, who

- thought of nothing but how to make him

happy. Yet he was not, with all his delight,
fo ungrateful as to forget his Yorkfhire
friends, who had treated him fo well. The
memory of his mafter and miftrefs was very
dear to him; and, when he refleéted on the
charming walks he had taken with Mifs
Snow, and the many pretty books he had
read to her, he felt a tender regret which al-
moft melted him to tears.  For this he cer-
tainly deferved much praife; for he whe for.
gets or negle@s to acknowledge the kindnefs
he has received, can neither merit efteem,
nor expet to meet with future favours: it
is therefore equally meart and unwife to be
ungrateful. = After taking fome refrefhments
at the inn, Mr. Langley and his fon got 1nto
the ftage coach, and in a few hours got to
Norwich. The joys of Mrs. Langley at re-
ceiving her fon well in health, and at finding
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him much improved in his mind, as well as
perfon, exprefled itfelf in many warm ems
braces and tears of delight.

o

§ 39-

The only thing which gave Mr. and Mrs.
Langley the leaft concern with refpeét to
William was, to find that, by refiding fo long
in Yorkfhire, he had got the Yorkfhire dia-
le&, or tone and manner of {peaking. But
their regret on this account {oon vanifhed,
when they reflefted that the fame period of
time which taught him this mode of {peaking
in one place; would unteach it in another.
All defefts in fpeaking are carefully to be
avoided ; and to {peak in avulgartone and ac-
cent never fails to excite the contempt of
thofe who are polite and well bred. When
Langley had been a few days at home, his fa-
ther had the pleaflure to find, by converfling
with him, that he had by no means been ne-
glefted : ‘for though old Mr. Langley knew
neither Greek, Latin, nor French, he was a
yery fenfible man; he had read a great deal,
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and could very well judge of the progrefls
which his fon had made in Englifh learﬁing.
"He found that William could read any thirig
with the greateft eafe‘; could repeat in profe
and verfe various elegant pieces 5 could write'
a decent hand’; and was not defeétive in fie
gures.  In his own mind, therefore, he had
refolved to keep his fon at the free granuﬁar-
fchool, in his native town, for about two
..years, and then bind him apprentice to a {ur-
geon. He withed, however, to co: {ult his
refpefted friend, Mr. Newton, the clergy- -
man, on the {ubjeé&, imending to be govern-
ed by his advice.
§ 40.

To Mr. Newton, therefore, they went.
This worthy chara&er was much pleafed to
{ee the boy fo much improved in his appear-
ance; and not the lef; delighted to think that
his advice had been the inftrument of his re.
ceiving {o much more, and fo much better
infruftion than his friends at firt defigned to
beftow upon him.—¢ ] am come, Sir,” faid
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Mr. Langley, ¢ to requeft a favour of you.
My boy, you fee, 1s returned well; and as
far as I can judge, much improved in every
thing : but I fhall be glad and obliged if you
will examine him in thofe things concerning
swhich I am not able to decide. It is my'
prefent intention to keep him at home for °
about two years, during which he fhall go to
the free grammar-{chool in this place; and ¥
{hall then, I think, bind him to a furgeon.
But I fhall be entirely governed by your fen-
timents concerning him ; and, if he does not
know enough to make a furgeon, I fhall ei-
ther teach him my own, or put him to fome
other honeft trade, by which he may be able
to obtain a decent livelihood.”—¢ I will do
what you require,”’ replied Mr. Newton,
« very willingly ; and call upon you in the,
afternoon, to give you my {entiments without
referve. Leave him, therefore, if you pleafe,
with me.”—Saying thus, he withed Mr.
Langley good morning; who went away,
leaving his boy with Mr. Newton.

H 3
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§ 41.

As foon-as his father was gone, Langley’s
heart began to beat with modeft alarm ; and
when he faw Mr. Newton, who had left the
room for a few minutes, return with {fome
great books under his arm, his fears were ra-
ther increafed than abated; but he had no
great caufe to be uneafy. Mr. Newton be.
gan to examine him, by firft afking him
queflions fo fimple and ealy, that he found
himfelf able to anfwer him without any

- great ftudy or refleétion. He then led him on

gently to things and books more difficalt s o
all of which, both with refpeét to Latin,
Greek, and French, he acquitted himfelf {o
well, that Mr. Newton not only praifed him

“as he deferved, but infifted upon his ftaying

to dine, promifing to return with him 1n the
afternoon to his father. All this time Mr.
Langley remained In'great fufpen‘fe, and was
rather unbappy : he could not account for

his fon’s ftaying fo long ; and once or twice

was on the point of going to Mr. Newton’s
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to fee what was become of him. Sometimes
he thought that Mr. Newton had not found
his fon what he wifthed and expeéted; and
was therefore relu@ant to come and wound
the feelings of a father, who was inclined to
be {o proud of his boy. Whilft he was 1n
this ftate of mind the hours glided flowly and
painfully away ; when, about tea-time 1n the
afternoon, he had the pleafure of feeing his
boy coming along the fireet, by the fide of
Mr. Newton. He ran to the door to meet
them—<¢ Well, Sir,” faid he rather abruptly,
«« what do you think of my boy ?”—¢ Think ! r
replied Mr. Newton, ¢ I don’t know what to
think.’—This anfwer did not much fatisfy a
father’s anxious withes. * Pray walk in,
Sir,” faid Mr. Langley, ¢ and remove my
fufpenfe.”’—They walked through the fhop
into a parlour behind it; and, fitting down,
they all remained fome minutes without
{fpeaking.—** I hope, Sir,” faid Mr. Langley,.-
“ my fon knows fomething of ‘what he ought
to know ?”’ ¢ Sir,” anfwered Mr. Newton,
¢ your fon has much furprifed me. Iexpett- A
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ed to find him clever; but he is fo much
more {o than boys of his age aré in general,
that I'am at a lofs what advice to give you
concerning him. It will be a great pity to
bind him to any mean trade, where his talents
will be loft; but, as'I do not know what you
can afford, I can only fay what are my wilhes.
I could defire, out of regard to the boy, that
he fhould be fent for a few years to a public
fchool, and afterwards removed to college,
where I do not doubt but he wil] make his
way, if not to opulence, at leaft to a decent
maintenance. = Thus, Sir, you have my {en-
timents ; and go fuch afliftance and advice as
I can give fakther, you fhall élways be wel-
come.’—Mr. Newton, having faid this, took
his leave,

§ 4e.

Mr. Langley was a very good man and -
kind father; and, after refleting with himfelf
fome hours upon the matter, and looking ine
to his accounts and the ftate of his property,
he refolved to follow the advice of Mr. Newa
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ton with refpe€t to his fon.—He had the
pleafure to find that, by living frugally at
home, he thould be able to fpare the fum
which was required to maintain William at a
public {chool, and afterwards at college.—
Little boys, when they receive indulgence
from their parents, are apt to confider it ra-
“ther as their due than as a favour; they fel-
dom remember, that to maintain, clothe, and
inftruct them is always a great expence ; and
they are rather inclined to wifh for more of
every thing than they have, than to try and
make their expences lefs by care and good
conduét.—Mr. Langley, after he had made
‘up his mind upon the fubjeét, called his {fon
into the parlour and thus {fpoke to him: ¢« I
am glad, my dear boy, to find that you have
‘properly improved the time you have been at
{chool, and by your diligence have acquired
‘more learning than boys of your age in gene-
ral have. By way of reward, I mean to deny
myfelf many comforts, that yours may be
promoted and increafed. Other fathers, in
my rank of life, would now bind you appren-
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tice to fome trade, after keeping you perhaps
a little time at home to extend your know- :
ledge of figures, and to improve you in write i
ing; and probably my neighbours may think 1
that I have done enough for you, and will-
accufe me perhaps of vanity, and of atting
unwifely, in defiring to do more; but I truft
your future conduét will juftify me to my{elf
and to the world. TIn compliance with what
Mr. Newton recommends, I fhall foon fend
you to a public fchool; from thence you
fhall go te college; after wlhich ybu muft de-
pend no longer upon me, but upon yourfelf,
and yeur own talents and imduftry.—At a
public {chool moft of the boys will, perhaps,
as to birth and fortune, be above you; you
muft therefore be careful that the example of
thofe who are better born does not teach you
to be foolithly proud; nor the example of
thofe who are richer teach you to be expen-
five. You'muft take care of your clothes,
becaufe I cannot afford to buy you many;
and you muft be careful of your money, be-
caufe you muit not expett to have much,
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L.carn, therefore, amongit your new {cheols
fellows, to be humble without being {ervile,
and to be frugal without being mean.”’'—
Thele words were not loft upon William ;
he fhed tears of gratitude, and treafured them
up in his heart. | _
$ 43

In a day or.two afterwards, Mr. Langley
went to Mr. Newton, and- acquainted him
with what he had refolved to de.—Mr. New-
ton was greatly delighted ; and, at Mr,
‘Langley’s defire, undestook the care of fet-
tling William at Weftminfter-fchool, with
one of the-under-mafters of which he was ac-
quainted : and he added, ¢ If you can bring
yourfelf to part with your fon {o {oon, I have
bufinels which will oblige me to go to Lon-
don in about ten days, and William may go
with me.”’—This could not fail of being @
pleafant thing to Mr. Langley, who thankful-
ly accepted the offer.—When his father and
mother were {itting one morning at breakfait,
talking of their boy, and the new plan pro-
pofed concerning him, William came into
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the room, with a letter in his hand. < Papa,”
fays he, ¢ I have been writing a letter to my
good old mafter in Yorkihire; and, if you
pleafe I will read it to you.”—At his fathe s
defire, he read as follows : 2
«¢ Deareft Sir,

“ AS I am not ungrateful, I cannot forg:t
your kindnefs; I therefore write to thank y u
and my miftrefs for your tender treatment of
me. Mr. Newton, my father’s friend, {e s
you have done me great juftice, and that I
am likely to become a good fcholar. This
muit cértainly be owing to you, and not to
myfelf. - I am going next week to Weftmin-
ﬁer-fclrxool, where I am fure I fhall not be fo
happy as I was at Richmond; for I am told
there are no green fields, no flreams nor
woods, where I can take a walk till T am tir-
ed, and then {it down to. read.—Pray give my
love to Mafter Snows, ‘and all my play-fel.
lows ; and, if you pleafe, you may tell Mifs
Snow that I often with I could read to her
again, and hear her fing.—1I fhall be glad, Sir,
ifyouwill let Henry Snow write to me,and tell
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me a great deal about his brother, his fifter, and
my {chool-fellows. My papa and mamma de-
{ire their kind remembrance ; and I remain,

# Your obliged and dutiful pupil,
WirLiaMm LANGLEY.”

. Y 44
“ Mr. Langley was much pleafed with this
i ftance of his fon’s gratitude and good fenfe,.
4hd he commended him for both.—Every
thing was now prepared for his journey to
London; and,'on 'the evening appointed,
taking a tender leave of his father and mother,
he got into the coach about feven o’clock, n
the evening, by the ide of Mr. Newton. His
mind was not quite compofed at leaving his
parents a {econd time fo foon; and he was
the more uneafy, becaufe he had heard, as
well as read, that London was a place full of
noife, tumult, and danger, and very different
from all the fcenes which he had hitherto
known and loved.—Before they had gone
many miles, the motion of the coach rocked
him to {leep; and he was dreaming of his

‘
i
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Yorkthire friends, and of walking and talking
by the fide of Mifs Snow, when a hoarfe and:
| terrible voice called out feveral times to the
coachman, ¢ Stop ! ftop I”"—Whilft Lar;gley,
| roufed by. the noife, was wondering what
. could be the matter, the window, near which
e fat was broken' by fomething forcibly
 thruft through it, and which proved to be a
piftol : at the fame time a man on horfeback
appeared by the fide of the coach door, who,
in very rude and boifterous language, {wear-
ing all the time terribly, demanded the paffen-w
g¢rs money.—Langley had often read of peo-
ple being murdered by highwaymen; and be
at this moment remembered the accident
which he had himfelf met with when he had
fo naughtily taken his mafler’s gun. He
therefore thouglgt that he muft now certainly
be killed : but the paflengers foon giving the
man their money, he overlooked the boy who
fat clofe in the corner; and away he gallop- -
ed, full fpeed, to the great joy of William,
and indeed of all the reft, '



{50 0 :

§ 45 ;

Nothing further happened of any confe-
quence til] they arrived the next moriing in :
~ London; the entrance to which filled Lang-
ley with amazement. He thought there was
no end of buildings, people, and coaches;
and he feemed to himfelf to haye got quite
into another world.—Not to make our hifto-
ry tedious by its length, we fhall only fay
~that Mr. Newton was good enough to employ
one day in fhewing Langley the Tower and
the wild beafts, the Monument, St. Paul’s,
‘nd Wefiminfter Abbey; and the next day
placed him under the care of the Rev. Mr.
Smallwood, at Weftminfter-fchool. Every
thing he faw was new and furprifing to
Langley; and the next morning, when he
was carried, by his new tutor, into the
{chool, and faw almoft three hundred boys
at their books, he was quite bewildered.
He was fome time before he could fo far
colle@ himfelf as to attend to the p‘.acc
where he was dire&ted to fit, and the bufinefs
he was ordered to do. He was placed in the
fourth form; and the mafters {foon found
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that he knew what he was about, and had
been properly inftruéted.—When the con-
finement of the f{chool was at an end, he
found himfelf ftill more perplexed and awk-
ward. There was a ruftic {hynefs and referve
in his manner, which, when contrafted with
the forward and lively gaiety of the town
boys, made him as little inclined to mix with
them 1n their diverfions, as they on their parts,
were to {olicit and court and his company.—
After the fchool hours in Yorkfhire, William
and his play-fellows ufed to run into the
fields and woods, to cut fticks, look for nefts,
get nuts, and in fearch of fuch other amufe-
ments as the country prompted and afforded.
—At Weftminfter he heard the boys talk of
afking leave to go to the play, of fome great
match at cricket, sor tennis, or billiards ; the
names of which, excepting the firft, he had
never heard. Others were putting themfelves
into fighting attitudes, and {peaking ofgén‘ﬁin-
tended boxing match betwixt Humphzies and
Mendoza. Some again were fpeaki,ﬁ%of the
fafhions of clothes, of races, and coéknﬁgggs;
and not a few were difputing who had the
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greateft talents, and who were the beft minils
ters, Mr. Fox or Mr. Pitt.—Of thefe dia-
logues, which he could not but overhear, 1
fome offended Langley, fome diftre{fed him,
and all furprifed him. |

§ 46.

In the preceding chapter we by no means
intend to interfere in the difpute which has
been fo often and fo fenfibly difcuffed con-
cerning public and private fchools: they .
have doubtlels both of them their defeéts and -
their excellence. We have at this time, and
in this country, many living and {plendid
examples of great and virtuous men ; fome
of whom have been brought up privately,
others at public {chools.—All that we intend
is to fay, what muft often have been obferved,
that a boy abruptly removed from a private to
a public fchool will, for a time, feel himfelf
awkward; and find that, with refpeét to his
‘P}eafu:e and his manners, he will have much
both to learn and to unlearn. At the fame
sime, let all boys remember, that virtue and
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vice are the fame every where; they are nei-
ther changed byage, nor place, nor rank—that
good conduét will in all places alike deferve
efteem, whether it obtains it or not—and that
mifconduét, whether it efcapes or mcets with
punithment, will be cenfured by thofe who
happen to know it, and forfeit the approba-
tion of the world, and of a man or boy’s own
heart.. The truth of this Langley witnefled
i1 his own condu& and fortune; for, al-
though at Weftminfter, his lefs polithed
- manners, and lefs expenﬁve drefs, made him
avoided and defpifed by fome young, empty
- coxcombs, who had more money to {pend,
and finer clothes to wear, his diligence and
goodnels of heart met with their reward.
The former foon raifed him in the {chool,
and obtained him the efteem of his mafters :
the latter, as it prompted him to be obliging
and good-natured, made him noticed by thofe
boys, of whom, in every {chool, there will be
always fome, who, defirous of being improv.
ed in learning and goodnefs themfelves, re-
fpett fuch improvement in others.



(iop7)

§ 47

We would by no means have it {uppofed
that Langley, though referved was fullens
or, though bafhful that he wanted {pirit. A
the fame time that he was careful of his
clothes, he never refufed to mix in {uch
amulements as {uited his temper, with thofe .
boys whole manners moft refembled his own.
He was alfo frugal with the little money he
had ; but he never refufed to lend what he
could afford to a {chool-fellow, or to give
what was confiftent to any poor perfon. His
friendly temper invalved him in one fcrape,
his {pirit in a {econd, and his too generous
pature in a third, in the interval of time
which he {pent in London. He was one day
playing at fives with Jack Woodhoufe, the
boy with whom he was moft intimate ; when
a dirty fellow, who was driving an afs, and
who was much bigger than either of them,
tried to fteal Woodhoufe’s coat, which he
had pulled off, and hung over fome rails.
Luckily, Langley faw the theft; and running
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up to the fellow, not only infifted on having
it again, but gave him a fevere cuff in the
face : he, in return, got both a black eye and
a 'bloody nofe ; but the coat was reftored, and
Langley obtained great credit in the {chool
~ for his friehdly and {pirited condu®. Ano.
3 ther time he wag walking by the fide of the
river, the walk he loved moft to take, when
he faw a poor