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Town status was granted because North Toronto 
was located on Yonge Street, the main artery linking 
the city of Toronto to the northern hinterland. 
Lighting and constant maintenance were needed 
along this route. Population was expected to increase 
rapidly and municipal services (sewerage, water­
works, road maintenance, etc.) which could only be 
provided by an incorporated town, would be needed. 
A piped water system had been started earlier, in 
1895. A private company was franchised to operate a 
steam pumping station at the site of the present water 
tower on Roselawn Avenue, west of Avenue Road. 
The water from an artesian well was pumped into a 
large wooden overhead tank from where it flowed by 
gravity to Yonge Street, supplying water for homes 
and for a line of fire hydrants. In 1896, it was 
discovered that there was enough extra steam in the 
water works plant to operate a direct current elec­
trical system from a dynamo powered by a pump 
engine. The franchise owners strung wires from 
Roselawn over to Yonge Street and a' line of 
sputtering arc lights was installed on the main 
thoroughfare. By about 1900 an arrangement was 
made to use surplus power from the Metropolitan 
Railway for commercial lighting, but domestic power 
was not then practical. Proper sewers never were 
installed in the old town. Ditches were dug at the side 
of the roads but these were insufficient to collect the 
water in the spring or after heavy rains, reducing even 
Yonge Street to a muddy quagmire. 

All the streets in North Toronto were unpaved, 
even as late as 1912. Fighting the mud and keeping 
the roads accessible was a major problem. A crude 
form of gravelling was used along Yonge Street: large 
boulders were placed at intervals between Eglinton 
and Lawrence and workmen broke them down into 
small pieces and then scattered them. For many years 
the sidewalks in the town were wooden planks but 
eventually a paving program was initiated. By annexa­
tion, there were twenty-nine miles of concrete side­
walks and five miles of tar walks. 

North Toronto's popUlation centred around three 
nuclei on Yonge Street: Davisville Avenue, 
Montgomery Avenue and Bedford Park Avenue, all 
sites of former villages and communities. All three 
offered similar services: a tavern or hotel, a small 
group of shops (including a general store and post 

office), a church or two, a school, some houses, and a 
building which housed fire-fighting equipment. Farm 
lands surrounded these three centres. Davisville and 
Eglinton had been settled the longest but the growth 
of the former had been somewhat slower because 
large tracts of land in it were reserved for church use 
and remained undeveloped. The centre at Mont­
gomery Avenue, near Eg!ington, was the largest. On 
the north-west corner was the Town Hall, built in 
1884 by York Township and sold to the Town of 
North Toronto in 1891 for $4,000. This building 
contained the municipal offices of North Toronto, 
the police office, the fire station, and in the rear there 
was a metal shed for the storage of municipal 
equipment. Rooms were rented to the Masons, who 
had once owned the land. Across the road stood 
Oulcott's Hotel, resting on the foundations of 
Montgomery's Tavern of the 1837 Rebellion fame. 
Oulcott's was a three storey brick building with 
extensive driving sheds and stables, the site of many 
horse auctions. It opened in 1883 but it became a 
temperance house when "local option" was passed in 
North Toronto in 1908. Nearby was the Eglinton 
Public School, the Presbyterian and Anglican 
Churches, the Orange Hall, and a branch of the 
Y.M.CA. 

The area north of Lawrence Avenue was the 
slowest to develop. Bedford Park began to grow at 
the turn of the century. Two hotels, Nightingale's and 
the Bedford Park had been built earlier. John 
Atkinson established a general store there in 1887 
and a Post Office was granted in 1891. However the 
first church, now St. Leonard's, a mission of St. 
Celement's in Eglinton, was not erected until 1908 
and a school was not built until 1910. 

All three communities retained their individual 
identities both for residents and outsiders long after 
they had been absorbed into North Toronto. The 
existence of the "Glebe" between Eglinton and 
Davisville and its late development (by 1893 only 
three small lots had passed from Church ownership) 
contributed to the separation of those two com­
munities. Due to the late development of Lawrence 
Park there were open spaces between Eglinton and 
Bedford Park. An 1898 Directory still lists inhabi­
tants under the three different places, not under the 
single town. 







NORTH TORONTO TOWN HALL 

In 1882, the York Township Council engaged the 
prominent Toronto architectural firm of Langley, 
Langley and Burke, designers of building such as 
McMaster College on Bloor Street, to prepare plans 
for a brick town hall. Carpentry was to be done by 
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local builders, Fisher and Ramsay, and brickwork by 
Livingstone and Wright. Two years later, the two­
storey structure was opened at the final cost of 
$7,049.99, including the lot and furniture. After 
North Toronto became a separate town in 1889, the 

Architects original blueprint 1882 
Courtesy Mr. W. Ramsay 

Township sold the building to the new town (1891) 
for $4,000 plus free use of the hall for another five 
years. 
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Yonge Street, east side, between Davisville Avenue 
and Millwood Road 
Courtesy Miss L. Davis. 

DAVISVILLE POTTERY, ca 1900 

John Davis came to Canada in 1840 and soon settled 
in the Davisville area, named in his honour. There he 
began one of the most successful pottery operations 
in Ontario, running about 85 years. The main 
products were utilitarian: sewer pipes, flower pots, 
crocks, cream pots, hanging baskets, etc., but for a 
time a specialty of the firm was a green glazed ware 
from which rose jars and jardiniers were fashioned. 
The clay was mined locally from deposits on Eglinton 
Avenue near the Don Valley and from a hollow on 
Millwood Road near Yonge Street on the Davis 
property. This was mixed at the pottery in a great 
open air tank with a large wooden paddle suspended 
over it. The paddle was turned by a horse which 
walked around it. To the rear of the property were 

North-east corner of Yonge Street and Davisville 
Avenue 
Courtesy Curiosity Shop. 

three large kilns. Eventually all of Davis' four sons 
entered the family business, with the youngest, 
Joseph Stanley, becoming manager at his father's 
death in 1891. Under Joseph's direction the firm 
modernized and broadened its operations. By the 
1910's the offices remained on Yonge Street but the 
pottery moved to larger quarters at 601 Merton 
Street. The pottery business ceased around 1931. 

DAVISVILLE POST OFFICE, ca 1900 
The first post office in Davisville opened in the 
1870's at T. G. Crown's grocery, flour and feed store, 
on the north-west corner of Imperial and Yonge 
Streets. John Davis was the first postmaster, a 

positIOn he held for many years along with that of 
"proprietor of pottery". He was succeeded in both 
capacities by his son, Joseph Stanley Davis. The latter 
held the postmastership for ten years when he was 
replaced by J. J. (Jack) Davis, a grandson of the 
founding father. After 1894, the post office was 
removed to Jack Davis' general store at Davisville and 
Yonge. The people of Davisville called for their mail 
at this location until 1913 when regular mail delivery 
was started. The general store was originally red brick 
and had a verandah at the front and side. Adjoining 
the building was a flour and feed store. Today it 
stands as an antique store, "Curiosity Shop": the 
brick is painted and the verandah enclosed for 
window display. 
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ANSLEY CASTLE, ca 1909 

YONGE STREET AT GLENGROVE 
AVENUE, 1898 
Courtesy Toronto Transit Commission 

The line of pine trees on the left led into "Pilgrim's 
Farm", which was settled around the time of the War 
of 1812. It was subsequently inhabited, in succession, 
by two families who migrated from the West Indies -
the Murrays and the Nantons. James Beaty, a later 
owner, made it "an occasional summer retreat" and 
renamed it "Glen Grove". Glen Grove Park was a 
popular place for Sunday School picnics and church 
garden parties during the 1890's. The open fields near 
Yonge Street were used as a racecourse, a baseball 
diamond, and a cricket field. The park was also the 
site for the annual fall fair. The last owners of the 
northern property, the Ansleys, built a substantial 
house of Portland cement at Heather Street in 1909. 
When demolished in the early 1920's, the neighbours 
took pieces of it as souvenirs and used it for rockery 
in their gardens. Glengrove was the northern limit for 
the five cent local fare on the Metropolitan Street 
Railway of the Toronto line; through cars to Rich­
mond Hill continued north from this point. The small 
building on the left is the passenger's shelter. 
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ELLIS ESTATE GATES, ca 1912 
Courtesy Mr. W. Birch 

ELLIS ESTATE, ca 1909 
Yonge Street between Bedford Park Avenue and 
Woburn Avenue 
Courtesy Atkinson Family 

William Gordon Ellis, a prominent Toronto wholesale 
jeweller, envisaged a company town behind his stately 
Bedford Park home, and divided the estate into 'some 
1,500 small lots. Roads were laid out and trees 
planted, but the plan had to be modified when the 
Town Council vetoed the building of Ellis' factory 
there in 1898. Ten years later brochures publicizing 
the subdivision were being distributed in Toronto and 
by 1912 stores were built on the east side of Yonge 
Street at Ranleigh Avenue. Workmen digging the 
cellars for these stores are shown in the picture above. 
The Ellis family papers in the Public Archives 
of Ontario contain items relating to the Bedford Park 
Real Estate Company and the North Toronto Rate­
Payers' Association. The latter, led by Ellis, cam­
paigned for improved transportation, better roads and 
services, and was a strong force behind the unsuccess­
ful secession movement (1915-1920). 







SUNDAY SCHOOL PICNIC, 1914 
Courtesy Miss R. Robins 

The Metropolitan Railway created a 200 acre park at 
Bond Lake, about 4 miles north of Richmond Hill, 
where they provided company-operated boats, a 

merry-go-round and refreshment stands. For over 25 
years this site could be reached easily by radial car 
and was a popular site for picnics. This was a group 

from St. Clement's Mission Church which is now St. 
Leonard's Church on Wanless Avenue. 
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Seal of the Town of 
North Toronto 

Courtesy City of Toronto Archives and International 
Coats of Arms, Heraldic House Limited. 
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