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1'0 THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED STATES: 

I transmit, hel·ewith. to the Housl' of Representatives, a 
report from the Secretary of State, togrther with the document and 
information requested by the resolution of the House. of the 19th of 
December last, relating to the establishment at the mouth of Colum
bia River. 

JAMES MONROE. 
Washington, 25th January, 1823. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 

Washington, 24th January, 1823 • 

&; 

. The Secretary ot State, to whom has been referred the resolution 
of the House of Repr~sentati ves, of the 19th of December last, re
questing of the President of the United States" to lay before that 
" House so much of the Jetter of Mr. Prevost as relates to the esta
" blishment at the mouth of CQlumbia River; and such information 
"as he may have in his possession in relation to the arrangements 
"made, about the year 1814, by the Northwest Company, with the 
" p.'oprietors of a ~ttlemellt made by citizens of the United States, 
" at the mouth of Columbia River, by which that Company became 
" possessed of that settlement;" has the honor of reporting to the 
PreSident, copies of the papers requested by that Resolution. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 
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~[r. J. B. Prevost to the Secretary oj State. 

MONTE REY, NEW CALIFORNIA, 

lIth November, 1 818. 

7 

8m: In conformity with mine of the 27th July. which i had the 
honor to address to your Department from Linm, I proceeded, in his 
Britannic Majesty's sloop of war Blossom, to the mouth of the Co
lumbia, and entered the river on the 1st, of Octobel' following, A 
few days thereaftel', to wit, on the 6th. as you will pel'ceive by refer
ring to a copy of the aCl of sUl'render, marked A. I /'ereived. in the 
name, and on the pal't, of the United States, the possession flf thp es
tablishment at FOI't George, made under the. first article of the tJ'eaty 
of Ghent, by Captain Hickey,. of the Royal avy, in compliance 
with the orders of the Princl,l Regent for that pUl'pose, signified to 
him through the mrdlllm of the Earl of Bathurst. The Bl'itish flag 
was, thereupon,lowel'rd. and that of the United Statrs hoistl'd in its 
stead; where it now waves, ill token both of possession and of sove
reignty. 

The establishment. of which the annexed sketch. marked B, will 
give you a correct idea, has been considerably extended and imp,'oved 
by the agents of the Northwest Company of Canada, who will con
tinue to occupy and pI otert it, under OUI' flag, until it shall pleas!' the 
President to give or'der's lor their removal. I will, ho\\eVf'f, sug~est. 
that; when such disposition shall take place. time ought to be g,'anted, 
in a ratio with the distance, to enable them to obtain till' means of 
transporting the lll'i\'ate property depoF.ited therr, consisting of dry 
goods, furs, and implements of war, to a lal'ge amount, 

ShO/,tJy after the ceremony of su,'/'ender, I receilt~d a note on this 
subject from Mr. Keith, the gent/eman whose signahll'e accompa
nies that of Captain J. Hickey. which. together with a copy of my 
answer, also marked B, is submitted fo(' your inspection. A sense of 
justice would have dictated the assu,'allces I have given him ill ,'eply; 
but I had a further' motive, whirh wa'. that of subsiding the appre
hensions excited by the abrupt visit of the Ontario, It apJlcarrd to 
me prudent, in this view, to t~ke no notice of th~ suggestion ('elath'e 
to a discussion of boundary; and, in answering, to avoid any inti
mation of immediate or of future removal; as eithe,' might have in
duced him to flll'm a settlement elsewhere on the J'iver, and thus give 
rise to collisions between the two governments, which may now be 
wholly avoided. . 

The bay is spacious; contains several anchoring places, in a suffi
cient depth of water; and is, by no means, so difficult of ingress, as 
haFi been represented. Those enjoying the exclusive commerce, have. 
,,'ubably, chel'ished an impl'ession unfavol'able to its continuance, 
S.1owing out o{ the incomplete survey of Lieutenant Broughton, made 
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u~der the OJ'del's of Vancouver, in 1792. It is true that there is a 
bar extending across the mouth of the river, at eitber extremity of 
which, are, at t,",~s, ~Jlpal'ing bre~kers? but it is equally true, that it 
offers, atthelowest tides, a depth of twenty· one feet of water, throughout 
a passa5e exempt from them, of nearly a league in width. The Blos
som. carrying more guns than the Ontario, encountered achangeofwind 
while in the channel; was compelled to let go the anchor'; and, when 
again weighed, to tach. and ~eat, in order to reach the harbor, yet found 
a greater depth, and met with no difficulty either then or on leaving 
the bay." The survey, marked C, may be relied upon for its accuracy. 
The bearings, distance!'!,· and soundings, were taken by Captain 
Hickev, who was kind enough to lend himself to the examination, and 
to fur~ish me with this resuft. It is the more interesting, as it shows 
that, with the aid of buoys, the access to vessels of almost any ton· 
nagI', m1lY be r,endel'ed secure. In addition to this, it is susceptible 
of cntil'c (kfencf; because a ship, after passing the bar, in order to 
avoid the breaking of the sea on one of the banks, is obliged to 
~ear up dil'rctly for the knoll forming the cape; at all times to ap
proll,cla within a shol,t distance of its base; and, most fl'equentlY9 
thel'e to anchor'. Thus, a small battery erected on this point, in 
conjunction \yith the surges on thc opposite side, would so endanger 
t)le approach, as to detel' an enemy, hqwever hardy, from tbe at. 
tempt. 

This outlet, the only one between the ~8th and 5311 degrees of lati
tude, embraces the el)til'e range of country from the ocean lo the 
mountains; alld its intel'iol' unites the ad\'antage of a water commu
nicatioQ thl'oughout, by means of the many stl'eams tributary to the 
Columbia, two of which disembogue opposite to e!lcl. other, wi'thin 
twenty-ii\'e leagl!es of the POI't, are navigable, and nearly of equal 
magnitude with this beautiful I'iver. The ocean teenis with otter, 
(mustela lutica,) the seal, and the whale; while the main·land affords~ 
in iUllulUprable quantities. the common otter, (ntustola lutiea,) the 
beal', the bl,ffaloe, and the whole varity of deer. 

1t has been· observed, by those exploring this coast, that the climate, 
to the sOIlt'nrard or 53 degrees, assumes a mildness unknown in the 
same latit~~e on the eastern side of the continent, Without digres!i
ing to speculate upon the cause, 1 will merely state, that such is par
ticul;U'ly the {'fict in 46· 16', the site of Fort, George.· Th'e mercury, 
dUl'ing the wintel', seldom descends belaw.the freezing point; when it 
does so, is 1'\\I'ely stational'y for any number of days; and the severity 
of tIle season is more detel'mined by the quantity of water than by 
its cOllgelation. The rains usually commence with November, and 
continue to fall pal,tially until the lattel' end of March OJ' beginning 
of 4Jll'il. A benign spl'ing !lucceeds; and when the summer heats 
obt,ain, the~ al'e ~CI teqrp~I'e'd by shower,S, as seldom to suspend vege
tatlOlI. I f:Ollllcl It luxul'lallt 011 my ~I'I'I\'aJ; and, during a' fOl'tnight 
stay, CXJlI'I'lellced no e(,ange of w('ather to retard its coul'se.· T:f16 
sllil is (;ood; all the cel'eal [.,!;I'amiml and tubel'ousplants, may be cul
ti\'ated with alhantagl'; allti the" aters abound in salmon, sturgeon., 
aud othel' vl\l'ieti\'~ or fish. . . 
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The natives, in appearance as well as in character, differ essen
tially fl'om those with UR. They al'e leS8 in statul'e, mOI'e delicately 
fOI'med. and singulal' in the shape of the head; which. in infancy, is 
compressed between two small plates of wood or metal, so as in its 
growth to obtain the Ilemblance of a wedge. They are inquisitive, 
cheerful, sagacious, possess fewer of the vices attributed to the sa
vage, and al'e less addicted to cruelties in war. Scalping is unknown 
to them; and a pl'isoner suffers the infliction of no other punishment 
than that of becoming slave to the captol': but, as they neithel' sow 
nOl' reap, an observel' cannot easily discern in wllat the servitude 
consists. The wants of the one al'e supplied by his own address in 
the use of the 'bow and spear; while those of the other tequire tile 
same efforts, and equal skill, for theil' gratification, . 

The langllage, on this side of the :Falls, beal's a stl'ong analogy 
with that of Nootka; so much so, that, with the aid of a Spanish vo
cabulal'y of the'latter, accompanying the voyage of Valdes, I could, 
notwithstandihg tile impelofection in this mode of conveying and of 
obtaining sounds, express my wants, and be pClofectly understood, I 
met with several of the natives who had hCl'etofore volllntrel'e.d on 
board of some one of 0111' vessels in their fur excursions; two of whom 
had acquired a sufficirnt knowledge of our language to speak it with 
some ease, and wel'e extremely solicitous to embat'k with Ui. 

I l'egt'ct that I could not collect sufficient data upon which to ground 
an estimate of the fUI's gathered on the Columbia: it was impossible, 
for I'easons that are obvious. Humboldt has ulldertaken to number 
those of the otter takrn on the coast and shipped to China, of which 
he assigns five·sixths to the Amel,icans. He may be conect aR to the 
quantity, but I doubt whether the proportion be quite so gl'eat; as it 
fr'equently happens that the English adventm'cr comides his stock to 
our countrymen, in ol'der to participate in the benefit of a marke~, 
from a dir'ect intercourse with which he is excluded by the laws of Ins 
country, 

Pel'haps I have gone too much into tletail, but it appeared to 
me, that, by exhibiting the impol'tance of the position only, I should 
not have fulfilled the object of the PI'rsident; that it was equally:in
cumbent on me to present a view of the counh'y, of its inhabitants .. of 
its resources, of its approach, and of its means of defence. I shall 
now conclude with the relation of an OCcurrence which may and ougbt 
to iflfiuence the coul'se to ,be adoI,ted, and lllll'sued as to this station. 

The speculations of Humboldt, his glowing descriI,tioll oHhc soil 
and climate of this'Province, have probably given a new dil'ection to 
the ambition of Russia, and determined its Empel'or to the acquisitioIl 
of empire in America. Until 18 i 6, the settlements of this I)owel' did 
not reach to the southward of 55°,>lf. Ilnd wel'(' of no considel'ation, al
thopgh dignified by them with the title of Russi,an, Amel'ic~. , 

In the comme.ncemcnt of that year, two dl!ltrnct establIshments 

"Chart of tile discoveries of Russian Navig~tors.!,· ublished byor!1er uf the Emperor 
in 1802, referred to by Humboldt", in hi. VI~'" n N,'I" Bpain, tl'an.lation. page~70. 
2d vol, (Note) 
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were malle, of a lIiffel'ent and of a more imposing '-cl~at'~ter, . ,!he 
fir'st at Atooi, one of the Sanllwich lslanlls,.the other m tlus VlC!llIty; 
within a few leagues of St. Fr'anciscfl, .t1~e most northt'rly possesslon of 
Spain, ,in 57· 56'; The skt'tch 1 subJoin,. mal'ked D, was PI'oclll'ed 
from a member of the government at this place, from ,whom I also 
leal'ned. that its augmentation has since become so consulel'able as to 
excite st't'iolls alarm. Two Russian ships left this on their V(ay 
thithel' a fcw days anterior to our art'ival, the one having 011 board 
mechanics of every dt'scrifltion, togethel' with implements of husband
ry. We llassed sufficientl~ !lear the spot ass,igned to it" to distillgllisll 
the coast ,with some IlreclslOn, and ascel'tamed that It was an open 
road-a circumstance that l'el1l1ers the 1108ition Jiabl~ to many·ttlJjec
tions, if intended to be pel'manent; ill othel' respects, the choice is judi
ciOllS fOl' an infant colollY. It I'lljoys a climate still miMel' than 
that of. Columbia, is em'ironed by a beautiful cOllnh'y, and its proximi
ty to all old settiem('nt enables the Russian to llartalte of the numer
ous hrl'ds of black cattle and LlOrses that have been thel'e multiplying 
for the last fifty yeal's. The port of St. FI'ancis, is one of the most 
convenient, extensive, and safe in the world, wholly without defence, 
and in the neighborhood of a feeble, dilfused, and disaffected popula
tion. Under all these cil'cumstances, may we not infer ,'iews fo the 
early possession of !his hal'b9r, anti ultimately to the sovereignty of 
entil'e CalifOl'nia? Sm'ely the gl'owth of a race on these shores, scarce
ly emerged fl'om the savage state, guided lJy a chief who seeks not to 
emancipate, but to cnthl'al, is an event to be delJrecated-an eye nt, 
the mere apprehension of whidl, ought to excite, the jealousies of the 
U lIited States. so fal' at least. as to induce thl' cautionar'y measure of 
pl'escl'Ving a station which may sene as a barrier to a northern 
aggrandizement. 

I have not beeil able to gather other infor'mation )'especting the 
settlement at Atooi, than that of all aSSlll'ance of its existence-...a fact 
cOI'robOl'ated lJy the visit 01' the twu ships to those islands in their 
route hither', The Russians RI'e not yet such enterprising navigators 
as to augment sea risks, by extending a voyage .several thousand 
miles without an object. Such was the case in this instance, unless 
connected with the settlement, as they had sailed from Lima abundant
ly SUPIJIicd, a few weeks prior to my first visit to that city in Apt'il 
last. 

'rhese islanlls yield the sandal wood, so much esteemed in China, 
and "a,'e been resorted to by OUI' vessels for years past, not only 'in 
sear~h. of this valuable al,ticle, b~lt of the' necesSRI'y stonk of fresh 
prOVISIOns to supply the crew dUl'mg theil' cruise on the Northwest 
Coast. _ How f~I' this inter~ourse may be ~ected, hel'eafter,by this 
encroachment, IS also a subject for the conSideration of the President. 

I have taken the liberty to enclose a 1I0te, marked· E of the au
t~oriti~s, Spal!ish. as\v~1l as Eriglish, that have falle~ under my 
VIew, l).Justratmg the discover! o~ the Columbia, by Mr. Gr'ay~ in 
17!H. !t~ subsrquent occupatIOn III 1811, by which thesovereigittx 
of tire U llIted States was cOIDllleted, to the exctusi'on of any Euro-
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pean claimant, is a fact of which the slII'I'ender of the sole establish
ment on the "iver is conclusive evidence. 

I have the bonol to be, with great consideration, your ve~y hum
ble obedient servant, 

J. B. PREVOST. 

-
.lIlr. J. J . .9.8tOl' to the. Secretar1/ of State. 

NEW YORK, ,1anual'Y 4, 182S. 

SIR: I bad the hono,' to l',eceh'e your lettm' of 24th ultimo. Indis
position has prevented my acknowledging the receiptrtheroo{ at an 
earlier period. 

You,request information of arrangements made at about,lIH4, by 
the Northwest Company, and citizens of the United States, by 
which that Company became possessed of a settlement made at the 
J.llouth of Columbia !'iver by citizens of the United States. The set
tlement to which you allude, I presume, is "Astoria," as I know of 
no other having been made at 01' neal' the mouth of that river. Seve
l'al circumstances are alleged as having contl'ibuted to the arrange
ment by which the Not·th-west Company became in possession of that 
settlement, but chiefly to the misuse of the confidence which had been 
l)laced in M,'. M'Dougall, who, at the time the al'l'angement was 
made, and at the time my thief agent, 1\h. Wilson P. Hunt, was ab
sent, acted as sub-agent. 

I beg leave .bl'ieHy to state, that; contemplating to make an estab
lishment at the mouth of Cohimbia l'in'I', which should sene as a 
place of depot, and give furthcI' facilities fOl' conducting a b'ade aCl'oss 
this continent to that /'i\'er, and 1'1'001 thellcl', 011 thc I'allge of NUl,th
west Coast, &c. and to Cantoll, in China, and fl'om thellce to the 
United States; al'l'angements wel'c accOl'dingly malle, in 1810, for a 
lJal'ty of men to cross the continent, for the Columbia I'iver. At the 
same time, 1 fittcd the ship 'roIHluin, carrying twenty guns and sixty 
mClI, commanded by the late Captain Thol'n, Lie~tenant of Unitcd 
Statcs Navy.' This ship sailrd ill Septembel', 1810, having 011 board 
the means fill' making an establishment at Columbia, whel'e she ar
rived on 22d Mal'ch, 1811. Thcy landcd, fOllnd the natives friendly, 
and built a fOI't, erected a house, stol'C, &c. &c, This being accom .. 
plished,. Captain 1'h01'1I left thirty men in posse:isioll of the place, to 
await the )1al'ty which wel'e to ma:ke the voyage ovel'land; these also 
happil,.al'l'ived, though not till several months altel'. On ahout the 
til'st of JUlie, Captain Thorn left Columhia I'ivel' with. a view to make 
some trade on thc coast, and then to I'etul'n to thc I'h'er; but, unfo['
tunately, Captain Thol'n nerel' t:clurned. At ahou.t 200 miles north 
of the Colt'lubin, he Jlut in a Bay to tt'ade with the natives. Not at
tending to tllelprecautions neecssai'y. as he h.,d IJcen'instl'ucted to do, 
to gUaJ'd against an attack, he sulferllf) a wbole tJ'ibe of: indians to 
come on board and about his slli}); an attack was made; he WIiS OVCI'-
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powered; fire was communicated to the magazine; the ship was blown 
up; and every soul 011 boal'd, 01' neal' he 1'. pel'ished, 

In 1811 I fitted out antlther ship, the Beaver, carrying twenty 
guns, with a duplicate cal'go of the ship Tonquin, alld 60 to iO men. 
The CaIltain, (Sowle,) was instI'uctl'd to sail for Columbia I'iver, 
and in search of the men which were sent aCl'oss the c¥tinellt, as 
also tbe Tonquin. The Beaver sailed from this in Octobel'" 1811, 
arrived at l olumbia in May following. found the establishment. 
landtd !'luch mell, I-;'oods, pl'ovil:lions, &c. as the establishment was in 
need of, My lllstructions to the captain wel;e, that. aftel' supplying 
the establishment, he should proceed to Chatka, a Russian settle
ment. f(w the plll'pose of tr'ade, and then to f'etllrn ~o Columbia, take 
what furs we had, and proceed to Canton, and f,'om thence to New 
Y (wk. He aecordingly left Columbia. and, most unfortunately. Mr. 
Hunt. of Trenton, New Jel'sey, my ('hief al-;'ent, left the ('hN' witll 
him, sailed, as directed. tor the Russian settlement, effected their ob
ject. but, instead of following instructions to ('eWI'n to Columbia. h6 
sailed dil'ect for Canton, Icaving MI', HUlit at one of the Sandwich 
Islands, to await the arrival of another ship ",hid" I had promised to 
srnd ff'om this in 181~, The ship Beavel' arrived at Cantlin, and 
recrivl'd tl1e,'e the news of war, I had sent or'ders to the captain to 
return to Astol'ia, but he was frarful of being captUl'ed. and ,'emained 
safely at Canton till the \\ aI' was oYer, when he came home. In con
sequence of the war, I found it inconvenient to send a ship in 1812; 
but I did send one, (the Lal'!..) eal'ly in 1813, with di,'ections to the 
calltain to sail for ColullIhia rivef', and ,to stop at the Sandwich 
Isla"d~ fOl' information. Being within a fl'w daJ's sail of those 
islands, the shi(l. in a squall of winll, was upset, and finally drifted 
on the "'each of Ollt' of those islands, a' wreck, shill and cargo totally 
lost. Hel'e was met M /', Hllllt. \"ilo. artel' all the intoJ'mation he re
ceived, and my gl'eat drsil'e to (ll'otrct the establishment at Columbia 
rivel', Ilrocul'cd an A,del'iean vessel. took some provisions, sailed, 
and al'l'ived in Columbia rivel'. He thfwr learnt that McDougall had 
t.'allsfClTed all my \ll'opel'ty to the :'ol"ol,thweflt Company, who were 
in possl's"ioll of it, by a ~ale. as he c(lill'd it. for the sum of about 
~58,OOO, of whirh, hr !'etaillf'd S 14,00(1. for wages said til be dun to 
some I,f the m!'II, F'I'om the jJl'ice o!Jtainrd for the goods, &c. and he 
JJu\'ing himself heclIlllt' interrsted ill the JlIlI'chase. and made a part
lIer of the SOI·thwest Company, some idea may be formed as to this 
man's COI'I'rctn"s.;; of 'lealing~, It will be sem. by the agt'eement. of 
whid. ( t\'ansmit a copy. and the ilJ\elltol'Y, that he sold to theNOl,th
west Company 18,17U* Ibs. of bPl\\'('I', at S::z, which was at about 
that tillle selling in Canton at 5 alltl b(j; £07 ottel' skins, at 50 cents, 
or half,~ dollal', which wel'e fH'llinl-;' ill Canton at 5 to S6 Iler skin. 

I ('stllnatt'd tht, whole ill'opertJ to be wOI,th neal'Cl' S200,OOO, than 
S~o,ooo, about tile sum whirh 1 l'ecl'ived hy bills on Montl'eal. IJre-
VlOlI:, to the t~ansac,tioll M "Ie Dougall, we had alr'eady established 
tradlll~ I")!>ts III tbe IIltel'io.', alld \\eJ'e in wutact with the North",est 
Company, His now to Of' '>el'll what means have been used hy them 
to counteract my plan. It is weU known, that, as SOOIl as the North-
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west Company had information of my intentions, and plan tor con
ducting Illy commercial opel'ations, the~' ·lesJlatched a pal'ty of men 
f~om the intel'iol', with a view t9 arl'ive bef'lre my neopIc at Colum
bia. These men were ohliged to retul'n witiwut dfecting their' object. 
In the mean time. l'epl'l'srlltation was made to thdl' govel'nment as to 
the Ill'obable dYect of my operations on their ilJtel'est, and re
questing to intf\lofere in their behalf, This beillg in time of prace, 
the gl/vernment did lIot deem it advisable so to do, So suon, huw
ever; as wal' was declal'ed, these I'rpresentatiuns were renewed, aid 
w~s asked from till' guvernlJJent, and it 1\ as gl'auted. The Phrebe 
frIgate, alld '1looJls Ilf w'lr Racoon and POI'cupine, wCl'e sent fJ'om 
Ellgland, with ol'{h~I'S to proceed to Columbia J'ivel', aud drstl'oy my 
property. They sailed from England eal'ly in Janual'Y, 181 S; ar
riving at Rio de Janeit'o, Admil'al Dickson ordered the Ph<ebe fri
gate, with one of the sloops. to VUl'sue Captain PorteI', in the I'l'igate 
Essex, and the sloop of lI"al' Racl/on to the Culumbia, She al'l i\'cd 
there, took possession in the narne of the King. and changed lhe lIallle 
of the place, Astoria. to F!ll't George, l'\'cvious to this, tile North
west Company had despatched another or secllnd vaf'ty of lIIen to the 
Columbia. They al'l'ived there in the absence of ~h. Hunt. "lcDuu
gall gave them support and VI'otectiun, and they cOlllmenced, after 
some time, to negotiate with this gentleman, 

The l'eason9 assigned by him for his couduct will be seen by ex
tract of a letter said to have bepu sent by a :\1." Shal\, '11' till' Noi'th
west Company, and of which I send you a copy, The pl'III h,\ me 
adopted was stich ao; must ban materially affected the intl'I(";[ of the 
.Northwest and Hudson's Bay Compulli('s, alld it was easily tu be 
foreseen, that they would employ el'C/'y mrans to countcl'aet my op
el'ations, and which. as my imp.'essiun, I stated to the Executive of 
YOIII'Department as early as FI~bl'II;II'y, HILl, as will be seell by a 
copy of the sketch of a lettcl' which I wrote to tile 8ecrctal'y of 
State, to which no I'eply was gil'en. On rrpeated application, SOllie 
time after, aid was pl'c)lnised me; but I believe the situation of flUI' 
counb'y rendered it inconvenient to give it. YQU will obser"l~ that 
the name of Pacific ~'ur Cumpany is made use of at the CiJlll,IICnCe
ment of the arl'angements for this undertaking. I IlI'rfcl"I'cd to have 
it appear as the business of a company, rather than that of an illlli
vidual, and several or the gentlrmcll engaged, ,,11-. Hunt, Mr, Crooks, 
MI'. McKay, McDougall, 8tl:al't, &c. wel'e in effect to be intel'ested 
as partner's in the undel'takin~, sn fal' as I'espeded any protit \1 hidl 
might arise; but the mealls ,,-el'e fUl'nillhrd by me, and the /I\")I',:rty 
was sulely mine, and I sllstained the loss, which, thou~h cOllsIde
rabIe, I do not ('egl'et; because, had it IIOt been fo/' the unfortunate 
occurrence just stated, I should have bren, as 1 bcliclP, 1Il0S, I'ichly 
I'ewal'ded, as it will be seen that the (hlfcl'ellce of price in tlw bca\'el' 
and otter skins alone. say what I /'eceh'ed, and the value 01 tlll'ill at 
Canton, at that time, is about 360,000, The cop)' of a,!{I'Cell'Cllt, in
ventory, and extr'act of Shaw's lettel', you will picasI' l'etlll'lI to me, 

I am, Sir, t..r, 
,TOH~ JACOB A:STOR, 

Hon. JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, Secretary cif Stale, 
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rabIe, I do not ('egl'et; because, had it IIOt been fo/' the unfortunate 
occurrence just stated, I should have bren, as 1 bcliclP, 1Il0S, I'ichly 
I'ewal'ded, as it will be seen that the (hlfcl'ellce of price in tlw bca\'el' 
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I am, Sir, t..r, 
,TOH~ JACOB A:STOR, 

Hon. JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, Secretary cif Stale, 
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Mr. Jlstiw to .JfI' • .JIOfl,roe, Secretal'Yoj State. 

NEW YORK"F(:bruary, .J813. 

SIR: I take the liberty to caU to your ,recollection tbe subject/ot 
which I spoke when I had tbe honor of waiting on you at Washing
ton, and to ~nclose copy of a letter which I received in November 
Jast via Canada, as also, copies of some notes passed between some 
of the agentll which I sent to Columbia River, and Mr. Thompson, 
a partner of the NOI,tbwest Company of Canada. By these it will be 
seen that the Indians on that part of the continent are friendl,y, and, 
it is understood that tlae climate is mild, and the country good, and; 
I am informed, and believe, that a great and valuable h'ade may be 
carded on there with mOl'e advantage by thi~ than any other coutltry. 
By the extt'act ofa lettel' from the Wintering Partners of the NOI,th
,,'est Company to MI'. M'Gillivray of Montl'eal, it will be seen1that 
they al:c, mOl'e 01' less apprehensi ve that the plan pursued by me will 
lnOI'e or,less endangel' the ,·aluable alld extensive trade of that Com
pany, wWch, though of some consideration to this cllunh'y, is, in 
my opinion, of less consequence than the trade which may be cal'ried 
fin, on the coast, alld from thence to China, as also, a considerable 
tJ'ade with the Russian settlements in that pal't of the worJ.f,l. 

You will pel'ceive, sir', that the people which I sent out in a ship, 
ill the yeal' 1810, have established themselves on thc Columbia River, 
and hne built a furt, whieh I understand is on a fa"orabl~ situation, 
about 1001' 12 miles fl'OIll the mouth of the river. If all the men 
which were sent thithel' have al'rived saie, as I believe they have, then 
thel'e llIust be about 150, beAides a numbel' of natives from the Sand
wich Islanels. 

I know that the NOI,thwest Company ha\'e communicated my un
dertaking to the Bl'itish go\'er'nment, and, under present circum
stances; I thillk it more than probable that they will apply for some 
aiil. to, defeat it. Whether they have or will ,succeed in obtaining 
that I know not. 

I have, however, ercl'Y reason io believe, that, if the government 
does not aid them, they will make, themselves, an effort to that effect. 
Unclcl' other cil'cumstallce~ than the present, I mean in time of peace, 
~ think I coulll have made stand against that Company; in the pl'esent, 
It bCCUIIIl'S dUilutrul and hazar(lous, and ill case of an interfel'cnce 011 

the pal't of the British government, impossible for an individual to 
hold pns'lession of a country which may become a source of wealth 
:Lnd comfort, to many. In ~his situation it becomes vel'y interesting 
to kno,"\ Ls()mewh~t ?f th,e views of gove~nment relativc to this object, 
and Wnhli('[' the L IlIted States have 01' WIll assert any claim to that, 01' 
any p.:I't of that cOllntl'Y. ancl whether the !?:ovel'nment will deem it 
('xpeliiClit tn take pO"lsessioll and give pl'ote~-tion to the iufant esta-' 
bii~lamcllt \\'!lich has been made. I presume if fOl,ty . 01' fifty men 
\~'el'c 1'lac~d ~n the flirt already ('stablisheq,' 01' on some more eligible' 
sltuatl'}ll, If SilCh there be, they cilllld,'with the aid of the mellah'tla
dy there, repel any fOl'ce which 1 think it likely the British wouldra:t 
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this time send, and in the mean time, means might be found to send 
some more men, and to strengthen olll'selves, My plan \,·as to have 
rec,onciled the Indians on the Missouri to our' bavin,; a free communi. 
catIOn up that rivCl', which no doubt, in a future day, will he effected, 
~vhellce we can send any fOl'ce l1ecessat'y to pl'otect olll'sehes. But 
It appears necessary, that some step should now be takell, which will 
affol'd a more spt'edy aid, \~hich can only be done by sending a ves
sel, &c. round Cape Horn, Thel'e al'e at this timc about 12 01' 13 
American vessels on that coast; many of them might seek and fmd 
protectioil in thc Columbia Rivel', if wc had cven a small fOl'ce 
thel'e. I brg leaH to say, that at the commcncement of my undel'· 
takillg it appeal'ed to be necessal'Y that some of the p('ople sellt to 
that cOIlIi(r'y should be al'fJuainted with the Indian tt'ade, and they 
being Vl'l'y scal'ccin the Ullited Statcs, I Illl'·C been nndel' the neces
sity of taking some fr'om Canada, some Call1lians, and some few 
Scotchmen. Although they have aU hecome citizells of the U nitcd 
States, I am mOl'e or less apjll'l'hensive that thcse, in time of war, may 
join any forcr srnt by the NOl,thwest Company 01' thc Bl'itish go
vernment, and thc more so, if there should bc no appearancc of ally 
IJrotection from this country, The numbel' of t1wsc is, howhl'l', 
small, alld the principal agcnt is a 1\11-, HUllt. of '1'I'(,l1tOIl, a rcal 
American, and a gentlcman of integl'ity, honol', and talt-lits. 1 hc
lievc at present. thcl'c is 110 post 01' estahlishl1l(,llt 011 thc Co]ullIhiu 
River, bllt the one here spokcn of, though I am pretty Stll'C thc ::-\o)'th
west Company will endeavoul' to fix one, a!'l I IlaV!' just 1I0W a Iettel', 
dated 19th Novembrr, in London, which says tliP NOI,thw('st COIll
IJany al'c fitting the ship Isaac Todd,. of about 500 tOI\~. to go t" 
the Northwest coast, 'rhe Wl'itCI' dol'S not say IIl1del' \\ hat dl'I'llnl
stances the ship goes, but that she will go to Columbia RiH'I' till'l'e 
can be 110 doulJt, I IJI'ay YOII. sir', to have the goodne!'ls ta hl'ill;;' this 
subjcct IIlldel' the consider'ation of the Prrsidcnt, and if ]Iel'mittell. I 
would ask the favor of being infol'med of the rrsuit, which is the 
morc dcsil'ahle, as I expect "(,l'y shortly an 0ppOI'tullity of scndiu!; 
a messengcr to that IjUaI'tcl' of thc woJ'ld, I anfSIII'(, tlie gover'lImelit 
will rcadily sce the il'ujlortancl' of haying possession, alltl tlil' command, 
of a river so impol'tant and extensive as thc Columhia. tli(' fountain or 
which call1lot hc fat' dlstant fl'om that of thc Rivet' .MisSOlll'i, 

I have thc hOlloI' to be, 
Rcspectfully,' 

Y OUI' obedient srnant. 

Tu the HOII, lAMES MONROE, 

Secretary f!f Stafe. 

JOHN .HCOB ASTOR. 
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Notarial Certificate. 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,} ss 
City (if New York. • 

Be it kllown, That. on the day ofthe date hereof. before me, John 
G, Bogct't, a Public Notary in a~ld f~I' the !It,ate uf New ~ork, 

(L. s,) duly admitted and 8\'\orn. Jwelhng 10 the cI~y of New \:OI'k. 
pe,'sonally came Wilson p, Hunt, whu, bemg by ~e duly 

sworn, did dedal'e and say, that the annexed agl'l'ement, rnven,to
l'ies and aCOlunt current by whith the I)/'ollrl'ty of the late Pacific 
FUI' Company wa~ tl'ansfrrl'ed to the ~1I1:thw~8t Company ,of Ca
nada. which a.!;rrement said Hunt had lIot In hIS powel' to ,'eJect, as 
the pr'opel'ty had been some months in the possessiun of said North
west Company, when said Hunt I'etllrned to Astoria, the ~8th Fe
bl'ual'Y, 1814. 

Thllt. in explanation of the fil'st article of said agreement, he de
clal'es nothing more tu have been intended or understood by the word 
"EstablishnH'lIt." than the dwdling houses and stores, and not I'ight 
of soil, erected by the Pacific Fllr Cumpany, at Asturia, as is fully 
shewlI by rcfel'ellce to the fOUl,th article of said agl'eement; and to 
the tenth page of said iliventOl'y, in each of which, the item of 
"bllildiil~';" compl'eh{'nds all the I'l'operty of that description paid 
fOl' hy the North Wpst Company; and he fUl'ther declal'es, that he 
never gave 01' {'()fin-yeti to any pCI'son \\ hate\'er, any right or title 
to lauds on the Coillmhia \'i\'er. and the Northwest Coast, nor hali 
he any knowledge or sllspicinn of any member of the late Pacific 
F'ur Company having h'ansfel'l'ed land to the NOJ,thwest Company; 
mo!'e particularly, as nu pel'SlIn was authorized su to do. 

In testimony whel'eof, I havtl herennto subscl'ibed my name. and 
affixed my seal uf uffice, the twelfth day IIf J anual'y, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, 

J. G, BOGERT, N. Pub. 
WILSON p, HUNT. 

Th,e ~ssociatio~ heretofore carrying on the fur tra'de to the Co
lumbIa 1'lver, and Its dependencieS!, untler the fi,'m and denomination 
of the Pacific Fur Company, being dissolved on the first of July 
last, hy Duncan McDnugalJ, Donald McKenzie. David Stuart and 
~o~m Clal'ke, with the intf'lItion to abandon the tJ'ade in that qu; .. ter, 
It ,IS hm'eby agreed, concluded, and settled uJlon, of theil' own fl'ee 
wl,lI and ~OI~SelJt, b,y Duncan McDougall, acting fOl' himself, and in 
bpllalf 01 Ius aSSOCiates, namely. Donald McKenzie David Stual't 
and John Clal'ke! 011 the olle pal't, and John George McTavish, and 
J,ohn Stuart, actmg fOl' themselves, llud in behalf of the Northwest 
Company, on the othel' part, That the follOWing agt'ecment and set
tlement take III ace between them, ami be bindillg and obligatory in 
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t~e mannm' and s.ubject !o the terms and a.~reements J1el'einaftel' spe
CIfied al'd contaIned: Now, therefore. it is hel'eby mutually agl'~ed 
and concluded, by and between the said I,al,ties to these p,'ese"ts, and 
they do hel'elly lDutually covenant and agl'ee, to alld with each other, 
in mannel' following, that is to say-

AR;. 1. The I,al'ty of the formel' part hereby ro\'enants and ag,'ees 
to dehver, 01' cause to he deliv~I'ed, the whole of theit, bl',I;dishnH'lIts, 
furs, and I,resent stock on hand, on the l,;o\umbia alld Thompsons 
rivers, as soon as the necessal'y inventol'ics can be takeli, u;;to the 
said pal'ty of the latter par't, 01' any otiler IlPrson '-'1' pel'soll, appoint
ed by them to rep,'esent the NOl,thwcst Company, to .'('ceive the 
same at the p"ices and rates concluded and agl'eed upon as hCI'eillaf
tel' specified in article 4th. 

AItT. 2. In consideration of article th'st b~ing duly and faithfully 
performed by the party of the flll'mel' part, they, the said J oh" GeOJ'ge 
McTavish, and John Stuat't, fOl'tliems(1\\'cs, alld on behalf or the 
Northwest Comllany, do bind and Oblige thp/llselves and the said 
Northwest Colnllany. or their agents. to pay, 01' cause to be paid, 
unto the said Duncan Me Dougall, acting fin' himst'lf alill in behalf of 
his associates, as before mentioned, hi'! attor'l1eys, assigns, 01' ol'der, 
the amount of the slim 01' sums al'ising f,.om tit!' sale accol'dillg to 
article first, and the ,'ates hereinaftel' sppcified in al,tide foul'lI., at 
three sevel'al instalments; the first one (hi I,d. on 01' befol'e tltc twen
ty-fifth of Octobel', one tholl~and eight hUlld.ed and tourteell; tl.e 
second one thil'd, on 01' before the twenty-fifth 01 Novembel'; and the 
remaining one tltit'd, on or befol'e the twellty-fifth of D'l'ce01bl"". 
And further', it is hel'cby undel'stood, that, should the paJ'ty (If the 
former I,art find it convenient to lea\e the amount of the sevel'al 
d,'afts, after becoming payable as alr'eady sp!'cifled, ill the hallds of 
the party of the lattel' pal't, 0" their agcnts, that tl.ey, the said party 
oCtile latte,' pal't, ol,theil' agents, will allow interest at six PCI' cent. 
until \laid on demand; and as thel'c 31'e Sc\'cl'al mOlleys the pl'oduce 
of their wages due unto the people employed in the s('n'ice of the 
Jato Pacific FUI' Company. cal'l'ying on trade 011 the Columbia and 
Thompson's I'ivers, the said pal'ty of the lattt'l' part. namely, John 
George McTavish, alld John Stual't, acting 1(11' themsehes and the 
NOl,thwest Company, 01' their agents. do 1)(,I'eby bind alld oblige 
themselves to pay, 01' cause to be paid, unto the sevel'al individuals 
employed by the P31'ty of the fOl'mer pal't, the amount of the balances 
due them, acco)'ding, to the statemellt that shall be delivered br the 
said Huncan Mc[Joug31I, acting rill' himself alld his associates, as 
befoJ'c mentioned, within one mOllth after theil' arl'ival at Montreal.. 
in the province of Lowel' Canada, The amount of which !1evcl'al 
sums. so paid, are til be cOllsid"I'ed as pal't alld dl'dllcted 1"'11111 the I1l'st 
installllent, to be paid IInto the said Duncall Mc[Jougall. Ilc~ing ful' 
bimself and his as!;ociatt's as bcfol'e mentillnell, IllS attol'lIe)'S, as
signs, 0'" order, on QJ' befol'e the twenty-fifth of Oct"bel', one tholl
salld eight hundred and tilul'teen, 

AR'.r. S, And fIJrthel': The said John Geol'ge McTavish and John 
" 
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I3tual't. acting fOI' themselves and the Northwest Company, will be 
at liInll'ty to mfl'ke a selrction, and take into theil' service such of the 
poople in the employment, of the party of the fornll'r pal't-, ~s they 
may think Ill'opel'; in considCl'ation of which, the said pal,ty of ~~6 
lattel' part, bind and oblige themseh'es to pay, or cause to br. paid, 
unto the said party of the former part. the sevj:ral sums due them, 
by such as maJ en tel' into the senice of the \I;\rty of the la~teJlpart. 
anll the said pal'ty of the latter pal't fUl,ther bind and oblige them
seln's to pl'ovide and ensul'e a safe passage to the S'.tid party of the 
former part, and the remaining part that will not be taken into theil' 
sen ice to their' ,-especth'e homes. 

ART, 4, And flll'thel': It i8 hel-eby agreed and concluded upon by 
the said par'ties, that the following are the rates at which the estab
fishments, furs, alJd stock on hand, be valued at, as follows: 

PI'Y goods, statilllJery, gunpowder, and leaf tob;\cco, fifty PCll 
c~nt. on the pl'iOle cnst. 

Ship chandlel'y, sixty prr cent. 
Shot, ball, leall, il'OIl, and steel, one hundred pel' cent. 
pe!lllction 011 made up il'on wor'ks at Colllmbia river, thirty-three 

;lnll one third per cent. 
!loats, new, nch ten pounds, Halifax currency; 

do. ill lise dn. five pounds, do. 
Sllallop with "igging complete, one hundt'ed and twelve llounds 

t~n shillings: 
Two blacksmith's forges complrte. twenty-five pou.nds; 
Plllg tobacco, olle shilling and sixpence pel' pound; 

cIII, do. manuractur'ed at Columbia. one shilling- and thrc\) _ 
p~nq: pel' 'lound; 
, :a~f\ds, assorted, the shillings per pound; 

Arms. cannOIl. &c. pl'ime cost; 
l'rovisiolls at fixed prices; 
Articles in use, half inventory prices; 
lIQfSeS, thirty shillings each: 
!luildings, two hundl'ed pounds; 
,fohn Reid's adventure and f,'eemen in the vicinity of Snake COUIl

-trr. and Spanish "her, to deduct one hundred per cent; 
- f'ul's. beaver, ten shillings per pound; 

:Reaver coating, eight shilling!! and fOUl' pence per PQI18d; 
Ml!sl,,'ats, seven pence half-penny each; 
Land otters, two shillings and six pence each; 
Sea otters, large, sixty shillings each. 
And fur the faithful perfi)rmance of all. and singular the said cove

nants and agreements, to be b:r them. respectively, kept and prrform
~Il, all and rver'y of the partre!! to thrse presents, bind themselves, 
'1llpUI'ately and j~intly. for theiJ, several ,aSSOciates, firmly by these 
presents. In WItness whereof the parties to these pl'eseots have 
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Lereunto set t11(~ir hantls and '.Ieals, this sixteenth day or October, one 
thollsand eight hundl'cd and thir,teen; at entl'ance of Columbia l'h'Cl', 
N. W. coast of America. 

[L. s,] 
[L. s.] 
[L. s.] 

JOHN C. HALSEY, witness. 
GABRIEL FIlANCHERE, witness, 
ALFRED SETON, witness, 
WILLIAM W ALI,ACE, witness, 
ANGUS BETHUNE, witness. 
JAM}~S M'MELLAN, witness. 
JOSEPH M'GILLIVHAY, witness. 

DUN, M'DOl'aAi..i.., 
J, G. l\I'TAYlSH; 
JOHN STUART& 

In explanation of what is mrant and intended by inventory priccs; 
for al·ticlrs in usr alld fixed pI'ices fOl' pl'ovisions, it w:., mutually 
undrrstood by both partirs, at the time. that thc inventory prices of 
said articles in usr, shuuld be fixed at half pl'ime cost. and that no 
chal'gcs at all wel'C to be made for IJI'ovisions or stol'es IIf ally des
C1'il'tioll. anrl to pl'evcnt any dilfel'cnc(' that might, in futUl·c. a"iseotl 
the subject. it is hereby mutually undel'stuod and agl'eed UpOIl, by the 
parties pl'csent, that the in\'entol'Y pl'ices of said al·tides; in uSe; 
shall be fixed at half 11I"ime cnst, and no chal'grs at all be mad I' fur' 
pI'ovisions; which explanation is to be Considered eql/ally \'alid and 
binding, as if inscrted, or so explained in the body of the agreement 
itself. 

.JOH'I C. HALSEY, witness. 
ANGUS J3ETHliI\E, witness. 

DL'~. l\I;DOUGALL, 
J. G. l\I'TAVISH, 
JOHN STUART • 

it is her'eby agreed, by and between the parties to these preseilt!i§ 
tllat, in consideration of the al'l'ival uf W. P. Hunt. the afol'emen
tioned Duncan M' Dougall wishes to assign, and dues herehy assign 
to said W. P. Hunt, the pal't which the said Duncan M'Dougall held 
in acting for the part) of the fil'st pal't, and tilr the completion of the 
aforementioned agreement. the said W. P. Hunt hulds himself cqual
ly bound with saoid Duncan 1\1. Dougall: and furthel', tu l'endl'l' th~ 
article J'egal'ding John Reid's adventul'e tu the Snakc country more 
explicit. it is hereby fully understood that fifty per cent. was meant, 
instead' of one hundred per cent. expJ'essed in the said af~rementioned 
al,ticles of agreement, to be deducted. Signed tbis lotb day of Marcb~ 
one thousand eight hundred and fourteen. ,< 

Witnessed by JOHN C. BALSEY. 
ANGUS BE'l'HUNE. 

DUNCAN M'DOUGALLjI 
WILSON P. HUNT, 
J. O. M'TAVISH, 
JOHN STUART. 
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[45 ] 

Provisions and Stores delivered at .astoria, October, 1813. 
2 bbls. pork 

430 Ibs. do. 
24 bbls. beef 

319 lbs. do. 
5,565~ lbs. rice. 

84 Ibs. ground tarro 
3 bbls. flour 

474 Ibs. do. 
1850 lbs. dl'ied meat 

712 lbs. biscuit 
3 tiel'ces pickled sturgeol1 
3f bbls. elk meat 

10 bushels wapt'toes 
20 do. potatoes 
11 bags dried tarro 

6,400 lbs. dl'ied salmon 
300 pieces dl'ied stul'geon 

28 Ibs. barley 
382 lbs. arrow roots 
292 lbs, coffee 

2~ bbls. corn 
9 U gallons molasses 

4 bbls. slush 
241 Ibs. sugar 
110 gallolls vinegar 

83 lbs. souchong' tea 
2~ Ius. bohea tea 

63 

Delivered at OkUluwkan and Port ;ftfattltews, Novembe'/' 22d and Dc" 
cember 3d, 1813. 

7 Ibs. coffee 
~89 Ibs. fl()ut' 

1 keg grease 
U gallons molasses 
8 , kegs bel'I'ies 
6 bag'! do. 
I bushel peas 

39 lbs. rice 
31 bales dried salmon 

4,050 do. do. 
5 lbs. tea. 

Delivered at Spoken House and Flathead COllntrg. NovGllIlm" 2'2'[ and 
. 26th, 181 S. 

5 Ibs. tea 
2 Ills. coffee 
2 Ibs. rice 

49 lbs. flour 
1 hale dried salmon 
1 do. do. meat 



Dr. The Northwest Company m account with John Jacob .I1St01'. 

,814. 
March 12th. To amount of furs delivet'ed Messrs. McTavish and Stewart, 

" 

as per invoice 839,173 66! 
To amount of invoice of sundry merchandise, &c. delivered 

at Astoria - 13,256 01 
To amount of invoice of sundry merchandise, &c. delivered 

at Okunaakan 2,333 58* 
To amou~t of invoice of sundry merchandise, &c. delivered 

- at Spokan 1,715 1 n 
To amount of goods delivered Mr. John G. McTavish, June. 

26th, 1813 I 858 80~ 
To amount of John Ree~'s outfit' to the Snake Countl'y, and 

Freemen's accounts, as follows: " 
To amount of invoice· 8689 68 . 
To do. J. Hobough's ~ccount 241 09 
To do. J. Reznoi's do. 240 57 
To do. P. Delaunav's do. 189 76 
To do. E. Robinso-;"s do. S30 62 
To do. P. Dorion's do. 215 85 

gl,907 57 
953 · 78~ 

953 78~ 

-----------

E. E. March t2, 1814. 

1814. 
March 12th. By amoullt of sundry ar'tirlp.s delivered Wilflon P. HUllt ' 

By bill of exchange of th is date, dr'a wn by John McDollald 
011 McTavish, McGilIevi'ay, & Co. Montreal, ill fa
vor of W. P. Hunt, payable 25th of October next 

Hx. Cy. L. 927 17s. 6d. 

By bill of exchange of the same date, dt'awn by the same 
011 the same, in favot· of the same, payable 2~th Nov. 
next - Hx. Cy. L.4,821 5s. od. 

I By bill of exchange of the same date, drawn by the sarn'e 
, on the same, in favor of the same, payable 25th Dec. 

next Hx. Cy. L.4,821 5s. od. 

. By draft of the same date. drawn by the same on the 
same, in favor of Donald M'Kenzie, llayable 25th 
October next 

By amount of balances due sundr'Y persolls, assumed by 
Messrs. McTavish & Stewart 

WILSON P. HUNT,- in behalf of 

JOHN JAC013 ASTOR. 

/ 

8436 10~ 

3,711 50 

19,285 00 

19,285 00 

1,483 24 

14,090 17<l 
-r-----

858,291 02 
----------
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NOTARIAL CERTIFICATE, 

UNITED STATES OF A~fERICA'} 
City f!! New l"orl.:, SS. 

Be it known, that, on the day of the datc hel'eof, before me, John 
G. Bogert, a public notary in and for the state of ~ew York, duly 
admitted and SWOl'I\, dwelling in the city of New 101'11.:, pcrsonally 
came John C. Halsey and Alfred Seton, who, bciug by me duly 
sworn, depose and say, that the letter hereto annexed, is a true 
copy of a letter brought to Asturia, by John G. M.·'l'avish, of the 
Northwest Company, and that they saw and read the same, and each 
became a witness to a copy thel'eof, which Duncan l\l'Dougal had ['e
corded in a book of the Pacific Fur Company, for the PUl'IJose of jus
tifying him in transferri!lg thc property of said company at Astoria, 
to the Northwest Company of Canada, as appears by the subsequent 
transactions of said Duncan M'Dougal. 

JOHN C. HALSEY, 
ALFRED S.f<~TON. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto subscribed my name, and 
affixed my seal of office, the twelfth day of J anual'y, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eighteen. 

JOHN G. BOGERT. 

-
Extract oj a letter addressed to Jlfr. John G. JlI'Ta-visll, Columbia Ri

ver,Jrom.l1. Shaw, agentJor the Northwest Company, dated JllolI
treal, 9th .May, 181 S. 

ASTORIA, COLUMBIA RIVER, Oct. 9th, 181S. 

l\Iy DE,\R SIR: 'Ye are in lllll'ry and confusion, prepa\'ing lJa
pel's, &c. for the expr'ess canoe, having waited, illlpatic!ltly for sO,me 
time. It was at last determined upon to send It off, without !lanng 
received the least knowledge of what has been doing in England since 
Decembel'last· but, fOl'tunately, the al'rival of a fl'igate br()ught us ac
counts of the isaac Todd, having on boal'!! Mcssl's. )l'Tuyish and 
M'Donald, being ready for sea on the 18th M~rch. S.he is ac~olllpa
nied by a frigate, to take and destroy every thing that l~ American on 
the .Northwest coast. 

10 

DUN. :WDOUGALL, 
DUNALU M'KE~ZIE, 
JOHN CLARK. 
ALFRED SETON. 
JOHN C. HALSEY, 
GAB, FR.\':\CIlERE, 
WILLIAM WALLACE. 
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