
A 

'T.llEATY OF PEACE AND 4MlvY 

BETWEEN 

HIS BRITANNIC MAJESTY .' . ~ ,,~ ~ 

AKD THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA , 

Signed at Ghent, December 24, 1814! 

* 

LONDON: 

~JNTllD llY ~. G. fL.\RKE, CANNON-ROW, WljSTMIYSTU. 



g,~ 

:s!.ff, 
,() ').. {; (p 4 
v{:;'''' 

T REA T Y . 
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HIS Britalinie.'M~.esty and the Ur:ited States of . Ameri~a, d~si-
rous of termmatll1g the " Var whleh has ul1happlly subslsted ·oe­

tween the two countries, and of restoring, upon princi pIes of perfect 
reciprocity , peace, friendship, and good understandi ng between them, 
have for that purpose appointed their respective Plen ipotentiaries~ 
that is to say, His B ritannic M..yesty on H is part has appointed the 
Right I-Ionourable.J ames L ord Gambie]', late Admiral of the Whi te, 
now Admiral of the lteu Squadron of His M ..yesty 's F leet; H enry 
Goulburn, Esq. a :Member of the Imperial P arliament, and Under 
Secretary of State; and "Villiam Adams, Esq . Doctor of Ciyil 
Laws-And the President of the U nited Sta~es, by and witb the advice 
and consent ofthe Senate thereof, has appointed J ohn Quincey Adams, 
James A: Bayard, H enry Cl ay, J onathan R ussell , and Albert 
Gallatin, Citizens of the U ni ted States ; who after a reciprocal com­
munication of their respective full po\yers, h av.c agreed upon the 
following Articles :-

ARTICLE I. 

There shall be a firm and universal Peace between His Britannic 
Majesty and the United States, and between their respective coun­
tries, terrjtories, cities, towns and people, of every degree, without 
exception of places or persons. All hostilities both by sea and land 
shall cease, as soon as this Treaty shall have been ratified by both 
parties as hereinafter mentioned. All territory, places, and posses­
sions whatsoever, taken by either party from the other during the wal', 
or which may be taken after the signing of this Treaty, excepting 
only the islands hereinafter mentioned, shall be restor.ed withov~ 
delay, and without causing any destruction, or carrying away any 
of the artillery, or other public property, originally captured in tl~e 
s;tid forts or places, and which shall remain therein upon theh-
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ch~nge of the RatificatiOl:s ~f this Treaty, or any slaves or other pn .. 
vate property. And all archives, records, deeds, and papers, either of 
a, public nature, 0, belQnging to private persons, which in the course 
of t,he war may have fallen into the hands of the ofllcers of 
either party, shaH be, as far as may be practicable, forthwith 
r?,~ tored, and deli,":cl':d to th~ proper authorities and pcrsons to 
,vnom they respectively belong, 

, Such of the I slands in tue Bay of Passamaquoddy as are claimed 
by both, p~rtics , shall remain in i!le possession of the patty in whose 
occupatlOn they may be at the tlllle of the exchange of the 'rati., 
fications of this Treaty , until the deci sion respecting the title to the 
said Islands shan have been Ulade, iQ conformity with the Fourth 
Articlc of this Treaty. . ' 

No disposition made by this Treaty, as to such possession of the 
iSlands and ten-itories claimed by both parties, shall in. al1Y manl1er. 
whatever be construed to affect the right at' eitller , ' 

ARTICLE II, 

Immediately after the ratifications of this Treaty by both pqrties. 
a,s herein after-mentioned, orders shall be sent to the armies, sgua-: 
drons, officers, subj ects and citizens of the two powers, t<;> cease 
from aU hostilities. And to prevent all callses of complaint, wllich 
might arise on account of the prizes which may be takel1 at se~ 
after the saicl ratifications of thi:" Trcaty,. it is rccipro~ally agteecf~ 
that aU yessels an,d effects WhlCh may be taken after the space of 
twelve days ftom the sale! ratifications upon all parts of the coast 
of NOJ'th America, fl:'on~ the latitude of 23 degrees north, to the 
latitude of 5.0 degre~s north, and as far eastward in the Atlantic 
Ocean, as the 36th uegre~ of west longitude fi~om the meridian. of 
Grcenwlch r shall be. restQred on eaeh side; that the tinle shall be 
thirty deWS in aU other parts of the AHaI~tic Ocean north of'the 
equinoctial line or equator,. . and trle same . time for the British aD<{ 
Jr~sh. Ch~nnels~ for tf1~ Guff of ¥e~ico, and aIr parts' of the West 

- 111di<;s ~ 

Indies ; forty days for the North Seas, for the 13altic, anJ for an 
IJarts of the Mediterranean; sixty days for the Atlantic Ocean, 
south of ~he eqlJator, ,as far as th e latitude of the Cape of Good 
.~Iope; n1l1cty days for every other part of the world sou th of 
tl:c cquator, a!1d one hun{~recl and twenty days for all other parts 
of the world Without exceptIOn. . 

ARTICLE III. 

All prisoners of war takcn on either ,side (lS ,well by la~~l as by 
lIea, shall be restored a<; soon as practicable after the ratdlcati~n s 
of ~his Treaty as herein _after-mention.ed, on ,their paying the debts 
whICh tl~ey maY,have contJ:aeted dunng thell: captivity. The two 
contractIng parties respcctIvely engage to discharge in specie the 
'advances which may have been made by the other for the Sl.lstcnance 
and maintenance of such prisoners. 

ARTlCLE IV. 

"Vhereas it" was stipu1at~(l by, the ,2<1 AI:ticle in the Treaty Qf 
-Peace of 178;), hetween Hls Bntanmc l\'laJesty and the United 
States of America, th<\ t the boo.ndary of the United States shoul d 
comprehend" all I~land~ with in twel~ty leagues of, any part of th ~ 
" shores of the Ul1Itou,states, and lymg between hnes to be drawil 
" due cast from the points where the atoresaiq bOLlI1darics, hctween 

," Nova Scotia on thl~ one part, and East EtQri~a oq the Qther, shaH 
" respe ~~ivcly touch the Bay of F411(ly a,nq the .t\tlantie Ocean, 

,F eXC(ptt'1g such Islands as now are, or heretotore have been withip. 
f ' th t: I mts of Nova Scotia;" And whetea.s the several Islands in 

, the Bay of Passa?1~quoddy, whic~ is part .of tpc n~y of Fllucly, 
an~ the I sla.nd at ~ral1{! Menan, m, the said ~ay ~f ,fundy, arc 
c1alme~ by the U ~1lted St.ates, ~s bcmg comprehendccl w~thjn their 

-afore~ald ?oun~anes,. wi11ch said, I slands are claimecl as bclQ,nging 
!q Ii)S ,!3qtanl1lc MaJesty, as havmg been at tht! timc'Ot~ and;.pr~.,. 
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V~ous to, th; afOJ:esai,d ;rl:eaty of 1783, :vithin, the iimits of the pi'a ..: 
VlIlee of .~ov~ ~cotla; 111 order, therefore, fi nally , to decide upon 

t llCse elaIms, It IS agreed that they shall be referred to t wo Cdmmis"': 

sioners, to be appointed ill the following manner, viz . :- OnG 

Commissioner shall be appointed by H is Britannic Majesty, and 

one by the President of the United States, by and with the advice' 

ari.d consent of the Senate thereof; and the 5aid t wo <ommissioners 

so appointed, shall be sworn itnpartially to exarnine and decide 

upon the said cluirhs, according to such evidence as shall be h.id 

befote them on the part of His B ritannic Majl'Sty and of the United 

States respectively. The said Commissioners shall meet at S t ; 

AndTcws, in the Province of New Brunswic, and shall have power 

t o. adjourn to such other place or places as they shall think fit. The 

said Commissioners shall by a declaration or report under their 

bandsfmd se',ds, decidc to which of the two Contracting Parties the 

several Islands aforesaid do respectivcly belong, in contormity with 

the true intent of the said Treaty of Peace of 1783: and if the 

said Commissioncrs shall agl'c in tlwir decision, both parties shall 

consider such decision as £na1 and conclusive. , 

I t is further agreed, that in the event of thc two Commissioners dif­

fel'j ug upon ull or any of. t he matters so referred to them , or in the 

evcnf c f both () r either of the said Commissioners refus ing or de.; 

elihing, or ,'"ilfully omitting to act as such, they shall make j ointly 

or 'se}'mtately, report or reports , as well to th~ Government of Hi's 

Bl:itai1rlic Majesty; as to that of the United States, stating in de­

tail the i)oints on .... yhich they differ, and the grounds upon which 

their I~espectivC' Opi'l1~Ol1S have been formed, or the grounds ,upon 

whic1r thev/or-eithe'r of them, have so refused, declined, or omi tted 

to 'ac( A~d; His nritannic Maj esty and the Govcrnment of the 

Uriited States hereby agree 0 reter the report r rC} orts of the said 

· Co'mmi!\sicin~r.s to some friendly soverci;n or state, to be then name~ 

forihat purpose, and who shall be requeste'd to decide on the dif..; 

fere'nbes which maybe stated.in tbe said report ,or reports, or upon 

the"report of' o11e 'commissioner) together w'th the grounds upon 

, , which 

\vhich tire other Commissioner shall have l't!fused, deciined or om:t:'::. · 

ted to act, as thc case may be. ' Ami if the Conililissioner so refusing; 

declining or omitting to act, shall also wil fully omit t o state the 

grounds upon which he has so donc, in such mannei; that the said 

statement may be referred to such friendly sovereign or state, toge:" 

ther with the report of such othel: Commissioncl', then such so'Vc'­

i'cign or state shaH dccide; ~x parte, upon the said report alone, and 

His Britannic Majesty, and the Govcrnn:1Cnt of the United States 

engage toconsiLlcr tb~ decision of such fhendly sovereign or statc, 

to be final and conclUSIve on all the matters so referred. . 

,Whereas ncither that point of the Highlands lying due north 

trom the source of thc rivcr St. Croix, designated in thc formcl; 

~rrcaty of Peace between the two powers as t!lC north-v,ct1t allgl~ of 

Nova Scotia, nor the north-westernmost head of Connecticut River 

llave yet been ascertained; and v ... here"s that part of the boundary 

linc between the dOll1iniotJ s of the two po \overs; which extends hom 

the source of the river St. Croix, directly north to the above men­

tioned north-west angle of Nova ~cotia, thence a1o.ng the said .I~Iio'h­

lands which divide those ri"crs, that empty themselves into the ri~~r 
St. Lawrence, fi'om those wbich fall into the Atlantic' Ocean to the 

north-westernmost head of Connecticut ~iver, thene~do\V~1 alon~ 

the middle of that river to the 45th degrce of n01,th latitude, thenc~ 
by a line due west on :said latitude until it sti'ikes the river Iroquois 

or Cataraguy, has nof'yet been surveyed, it is agreed that fo r thew 

sevcral purposes, two Commissioners shall be appointed, 8\VOrn a~d 

r.uthorized, to act exactly in the manner d irected with respect to 

those mentioned in the ncxt precceding article, unless otherwi;e 

specified in the present article. The said Commissioners shall rne~~t 

at S t . Andrews, in the province of New Brunswic, and shall ha~e 

~O\yer to adjourn to ~u~h other place OJ' places as they 51 ai l tl~ink 

n.,t. The s~ud comm18SlOner~ 'Inall have power to 'ascertain and de" 
tcrminllJ 
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term:nc i:l~e points aboye mentioned, in conformity with the p;ovi­
siGns of the said Treaty of Peace of 1783; and shall cause the boun~ 
nary aforesaid, from the source of the ri,-er St. Croix to the river 
Ircquois or Cataraguy to be surveyed and markcd according to the 
said provisions; the said commissioners shall make a map of tho 
,said boundary, and annex to it a declaration under their hands and 
seals, certifying it to be the true map of the said boundary, and par~ 
ticularizing the latitude and longitude of the north-west angle of 
Nova Scotia, of the north-westcmmost head of Connecticut rive] .. 
and of such other points of the said boundar):: as they may deCl1 .. 1 

proFer. And both parties agree to consider such map and declara­
t ion as finally and conclusivcly flxing tbe said boundary. And in 
the event of thc said two commissioncrs differing, or both, or either 

,of them, refusing, declining or wilfu lly omitting to act, such ' re ... 
ports, declarations or statements shall be made by them or either of 
them, and such reference to a fi'iendly sovereign or state shall be 
made in all respects, as in the latter part of the fourth article is con­
tained, ~U1d in as full a manner as if the same 'was herein repeated. 

ARTICI~E VI. 

'lVhercas by the form cr Tl,'eaty of Peace, that portion of the 
, b oun dary of the U\1ited S tates from the point where t.he 45th de .... 
, grt'(' cf nor t ll latitude strikes the river Iroquois or Cataraguy, to 
, tlJ~ L ake Superior, was declared to be ." along tIte middle of sai.cl 
, " river in,to L ake Onta60, tbrough the middle of said L ake, until 

" it strikes the communication by water between that Lake and 
(( Lak.C Erie, thence along the middle of said communication into 

~ " Lake Eric, tbrough the middle of said Lake, until it arrives at 
, " the ,yater communication ,nto the ~ake Duron, thence thrDugh 
, " tbe miQdle of said Lake to the ",,'ater communication between 

,~ that Lake and Lake Superior;" And whereas doubts have arisel'\ 
what was the middle of the said Hiver, Lakes, and Water Com,", 
nnmications, a,nQ whether certain I slands ly ing in the same ~wt; ~'e 

, Wlthlf\ 

withiil the domintons of His Britann~c ~ajesty of of the Un~ted 
States. In ,order therefore; ~n~lly , to decHle th~se doubts, they 
~l Ube referred to tW(rCOlmlllsslOners, to be ~ppolUte~, sworn; and 
.. 1at, h ' , :" do. to ae' t exactly in themailnerduectedwlthrespect.td 
au Orlse, . d" 11th " 
those mentioned in the i:ext pr,ece l~dg cartIc e... ~n ess °h llerwlset 
specified in this present article. 'I ~e sal , ommiSSIO~ers s a mee 
in the first instance, at Albany, In the stat~ of N ew York, and 
shaH have power to al~joui'n to .su~h other , place or, places as they 
' 11all think fit The saId Corti m1sSIOners shall; by a I eport or decl~~ 
s t' ' unde' r', their hands and ,seals; designate the boundary througn.. 
ra IOn, ,- , " d d . 1 h' h 
the 'said 'river lakes; and ~ater cornmU11lCatIOns, an .eel( e ~o ~ IC 

of the ' two C~ntl"ac,ting Parties t,he~eve.ral I slands )ym~ wlthm the 
~aid, rivers, lakes; and water ~ommumcattol1~;do respect~vely belong; 
i~ conformity with the tr~e ll1tent of tl~e sal~l Treaty of. 1.783. And 
hoth parties agree to conSIder such de~lgnatlO~ and d~ClSI01: a~ final 
and conclusive. And in the " event of. t~e saJd t",:o ,Commlss~oner~ 
differino- 6~ both or either bf them rt!fusmg, " declinlng, or WIlfully 
bmitting to act, ' such reports, declarati.ons) or'statements'fi3,I~alldbl e 
tnade by them, or <lither of tht'm, ~nd such reference ~o a nen y 
sovereign or state s~all .be mad~, rn all r~spect~, as m th~ latt~~ 
part of the fO luth .artIcle IS contamed, and Hi as full a manner as h 

the same was herem: repeated. 

ARTICLE VIL 
, , 

it is further agi'eecl, that the ' saId two last .n1ent~?ned Commi~~ 
~'ioners, after they shall have executed the dutIes assIgned to t~em 
intbe preceding article, shall be, and they a.re hereby ll:uthorIsed 
tI on their oaths, impartially to fix and determ1l1e, accord1l1g to the 
t!ue intent of the said Treaty of Peace of 17 83" that part of the 
boundary between thc 'd?mi?-ions or the two Powers, whIch extends ' 
from the water commUnICatIOn between Lake Huron and Lake Su .. 
, erior,to t4e most n?rtl) wes~ern point of the ~ake of th~ W?ods ; ·fo decide to which of the two PartIes the several Islands lyll1g In the 

, " , , . -C - -' , lakes 
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lakes water communications and rivers forming the said boundary, do 
respe~tively belong, in conformity with the true intent. of the said 
Treaty of Peace of 1783, and to cause such p~rts of ~he saId b?u?dary 
as require it, to be surveyed and marked. The saId cOmmISS!Oners 
shall by a report or declaration, un~er th~i~ hands and se~ls, desIgnate 
the boundary aforesaid, .state ~hetr decI~Ion on the pOI~tS thus re­
ferred to thcm, and particularIze the latItude and longItude of the 
m ost nortb~western point of the lake, of the woods, and of snch 
other parts of the said boundary a~ the~ may deerr; .prope~. And 
both parties agree to consider such desl~natlOnand d~cI~lOn a!l fi?~l ~nd 
concl usive. And in the event of the saId twoCommlsslOuers dIft.er~ng 
or both, or either of them, refusing, declining, or wilfully omIttmg 
to act, such reports, declarations, or statements, s~all be made. by 
them, or either of them, and such referenc~ to a frIendly sovereIgn . 
or state shall be made in all respects as 111 the latter .part of the 
fourth article i's contained, and in as full a manner as If the same 
was herein repeated , 

ARTICLE VIII. 

The several' boards of two Commissioners mentioned ~n the four 
preceding articles shall respectively have power to appomt a secre­
t ary, and to employ suc,h surveyors or. other p~rsons as they shall 
judge necessary . DuplIcates of all theIr resI?ective reports, declara.., 
t ion s., statements, and decisions, and o~ theIr accounts, and of the 
:ournal of their proceedings, sh;\11 be delIvered by them to .the a~ents 
'ofRis Britannic Majesty, and to the agents o~ the Umted States 
who may be respectively appointed and authon~ed to ma~age, the 
hmi.ncss on behalf of their respective governmeI1ts. The sald Com­
missioners ' sha\! b~ respectively .paid in, such ma,nner as shall. be 
il2"r eed between the two contra.ctll1g partIes, such ap:ee~ent ~em.g 
t <":> be settled at the ttmc of the exchange of the ratificatIOn~ of thIS 
T reaty . And all other expences attendil1g the said . commIsSIOns . 
~ball be defrayed equally by t11c t wo lla,rtlCs. . And m the case of 

, , ' , d€ath~ 

1~ 

t:leath"sickn.es~, resignation! or necessaryabsen~(', ~he place of every 
~:lch CommISSIOner respectIvely, shall be supplIed 111 the sarne map.~ 
~ler as such Commissioner was nl'st appointed, and the new Com­
~nissioner shall take the same oath or affirmation, and do the same 
: ' lties . 
. ,It is further agreed between t he two contracting parties, that· in 
c ~ ~' any of .the islands n~entioned in. anynt t.he pr?ceding articles 

Jlch were m the possessIon of one of the partIes pnor to the corh­
" lencement of the presen t war between the two countries, Should, 
by the decision f any of the boards of Commissioners aforesaid, or 
of the sovereign or state so referred to as in the fom next precedino' 

a. rticles contained, fall wi thin the dominions of the otberparty, an 
W'ants of land made previous to the comrnencemcQ.t of the 'v,ar by 
t he party having had such possession, shall be as valid as if such 
island or islands, bad by sucb decision or decisions, been adjudged to 
be within the dominions of the party havi'ng had such possession. 

ARTICLE IX, 

The United States of A merica engage to ·put an end, immediately 
after the ratification of the present Treaty, to hostilities with all tho 
tribes or nations of Indians with whom t hey rpay b~ qt war at the 
time of such ratification, and forthwith to restore to such tribes or 
nations respectively, a]] the possessions, r ights and privileges whi h 
they may have -enjoyed, or been entitled to in 181 1, previous tCl 

s uch hostilities. Provided always, that such tribes ' 0 1' nations shall 
agree to desist from all hostilities against the United States of 
America, thfir citizens and subjects, upon the ratification of the 

resent Treaty .being notified to slIch tribes or nations, aQd shall so 
~esist accordingly. , 
. And , His Britannic Majesty engages on ,His part, to put an end 
ImmedIat~ly after the ratification of the present 'r.'eaty, to hostilitiei; 
with all the tribes or n~tions. of Indian~ with whom he may be at· 
war at -t e time of sue r<.t~fic;?;tion.l.. and for thwith to rq8tore to such 

, tribt·s 
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tribes or !lations respectivciy , ail.thc possessions, ri.ghts, a~(i priv~.:r 
l:" ges, wInch they may have enjoyed ot been entitled to l1l 1811; 
IJreviolls . to such hostilities. Pi'ovirled ~]ways, that such tribes of 
j'1utions shall agi'ce to desist from all hostilities against His Bri,tannic 
Mqjesty and his su~iects, upon 'the ratification of the present Treaty 
being notified to such tribes or nations, and shall so de~ist accordingly,; 

ARTICLE Xl 
. Whereas the traffic iri sla"'es is irreconcilable with the principles 

il' 'humanity snd justice, and whereas botl;1 His Majesty and th~ 
t ' i1ited States are desirous of continuingthcir efforts to promote it's 
~'Htire abolition, it is hereby agreed that both the contracting paHie§ 
dmll use their best endeavours to accomplish so desirable an object. 

ARTICLE xl. 
This Treaty, ,,,hen the saine shall have been radfied on botJi 

~ " tl t'S without altet'ation by either bf the Contracting Parties, and 
t!; \! ratifications mutually exchanged, shall be binding on both par .... 
1.;,1.:8 , and the ratifications shall be exchanged at Washington, in the 
!-f\:1ce of four months from this da)', or sooner if practicable. 

In faith whereof, we the rcspectivc Plenipotentiaries have signed 
i Li3 Treaty, and have thereunto affixed our seals. 

Done in triplicate at Ghcnt, the twenty-fourth day of DeccmberJ. 
firl~ thousand eight hundred aild fOurteen. 

(L. S.) 
(L'. S.) 
(L. 'S.) 
(L.'S.) 
(L. S.) 
(L. S.) 
(L. S.) 
(L. S.) 

GAMBlER. 
H. GOULBURN. 
WM.ADAMS. 
JOHN QUINCEY Ai>AM~t 
J. A. BAYARD. 
H. CLAY. 
JON. RUSSELL. " ,-
ALBERT G~LATIN. 
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