


REPORT 
OF THE 

SEL'ECT OOMMITTEE 

IN RELATION TO THE 

SUPERVISOR OF CULLERS' OFFICE. 

The Select Committee appointed to take into consideration the contents of the Return 
to an Address of the 23rd April, 1863, in rebtion to the Office of Supcrvisor of Cullers, 
beg leave to report :-

That they have carefully considered the several documents referred tl) them, and their 
bearing on the existing law regulating the culling a'1u measuring of lumber. 

With a view to obtaining the fullest information, and to a~.,i . .,t your Honorable House 
in arriving at correct· conclusions in reference t·) a sy:-;tem so material to this important 
branch of Canadian commerce, your Committee have taken evidence at considerable 
length, of persons representing the several interests affected, which is herewith submitted. 

By this evidence, your Committee are irresistibly led to the conclusion that the pre
sent system of measuring and culling lumber is (l"fective and unsatisfactory, and that the 
charges therefor are excessive. 

The whole testimony of those interested, whether as buyers, sellers or measurers, is 
unanimous on the first point, and upon the latter the only divergence from a similar 
accord is on the part of a few of the cullers, who are interested in maintaining the present 
high rate of wages. 

Your Committee, after a careful consideration of the changes suggested, would rE'S
pectfully recommend the following amendment.'! of the existin~ law as those best calculated 
to remedy the evils complained of, and to place the system on a footing satisfactory to 
those interested :-

First.-The crcation of an independent Board of Examiners, who shall also form a
Board of Survey, to be c)mposed of three melllben, men practically acquainted with the 
lumber trade, of whom the Supervisor of Cullers for the time being shall be, ex-a.ffic/a, a 
member and Chairman; the other two to be selected by the Boards of Trade of Quebec 
and Ottawa, respectively; this Board to be permanent salaried officers, holding their 
offiC"es during good behaviour, aad paid an annual salary from the fees chargeable for the 
measuring and culling of lumber. The dutics of this Board, in their capacity of Examin
ers, would be, to examine all applicants for licenses as Cullers, and to recommend only 
those to obtain commissions who were in every way capable as to skill, experience, age, 
character and knowled~e of the Act, and who were practically acquainted with each depart
ment of culling and measuring for which the license was demanded. As a Board of 
Survey, their duties would be to exercise a general supervision over the culling and mea
surement oflumber, and to settle all cases of tiispute that might arise in relation thereto. 

Secnnd.-The amendment of the law, by allowing the party requiring the services of 
a culler to employ any licensed culler whow :,c 1111;,;111' ~:e:ect. The law provides that 
cullers should be taken by rotation. The concurrent tustimony of all the witnesses estab
lishes that practically this system has been evaded. The evidence of the manufacturers is 
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unanimous in favor of a change that would leave the choi~e of a culler to the party requir
ing his services. i\ great preponderance of the evidence of the buyen .favors . the same 
view, and a report of a Co'umittee of the Quebec Board of Trade suggestlDg. thIS change 
in the law, was unanimously approved ::.t a meeting of that body. Should thIS chang.e be 
adopted, in the opinion of your Committee, the result would be tha~ com:petent. and relIable 
men only would obtain employment. The culler would find that I.n. thIS, as ~n any: other 
profession, success depended 011 the character for correctness, ablhty and lDtegr~ty he 
established, and there is little doubt that it would result practically in the chOIce of 
culler being in most instances a matter of mutual agreement between buyer and seller .. 

Third.-The amendment of the law rei luiring the full cubic contents of square tim
ber to be given, and reducing it to such definite terms as will secure its adoption more 
effectually than is done at present. 

The Cullers' Act provides that in measuring square timber in the raft, the full cubic 
contents shall be given. 

This just provision of tt~ e law is systematically violated; all fractional parts of a foot 
in the length, and of an inch in the girth, being o..Jlitted. As an illustration of this, sup
pose a stick of timber 75 feet long, 17 x 18 inches, the same contents would only be 
allowed as for one 75g feet Ion!! by 17g inches by ISn inches, although the actual con
tents of the latter would be 2~ feet greater than that of the former. 

This system. cannot be said to be jU'it to the seller, as in some rafts the difference 
would amount to not less than teu per cont. of the whole, nor is it, as pretended, uniform, 
as the reduction from the actual contents will depend upon the accident of the number of 
pieces in which these fractional differences occur. 

As the calculation of the tractional part'! would involve much labor, your Committee 
would suggest as the fairest mode of approximating to the true contents, to rate as an inch 
in squaring, and as a foot in length, all part~ of nine-twelfths and over as an inch or foot, 
'IS the case might be. 

Pourth.-The discounecting the Supervisor's Office with the Crown Lands Depart
ment, and vesting in the new Board of Survey the power to license cullers and to employ 
the assistance required for the office work. 

The great evils of the exi,tiu~ system have arisen from the connection between this 
office and the Dl'partillent of Crown j~ands. Political influence has been exercised in 
increasing the number of COillillissi:lned cullers and employes of the "ffice beyond the 
number required, and as a natural consequence where two or three men are employed to do 
the work of' one they must be supported, and the fees must necessarily be increased beyond 
what is requisite or legitimate. 

Fifth.-A general reduction upon thfl present tariff of fees of twenty-five per cent. 
upon !:lquare timber and fifty per cent. upon spars and masts. 
. The design of the existing- law is simply to render the Supervisor's Office self-sustain
lDg. Your Committee are qui te satisfied that at the reduced tariff this ~an be done with
out at all interfering with ~he effic~e~cy of the sy"teIll, notwithstllnding the proposed 
Board of Survey. would entaIl an addltlOnal charge upon the Supervisor's Fund . 

. The reductlOn of the i3taff of pernltlnunt clerks, and the extension of the system now 
partIally pursued, of haviu!.!; the specification work done by contract, or the employment of 
supernumerary or temporary clerks, would effect a considerable reduction. 
. The present. Collector of Crown Dues might with advantage be employed in discharg
lDg the offic~ dutI.es of the present Supervisor, whose time would be fully occupied in the 
o~t-doo~ dUh~s of the new Board of Survey, for which he is Dluch better qualified, and 
dispen~lDg WIth the necessity of the services of a Secretary. 

Slllce the Act was passed the tariff of fees to cullers was increased in 1854 twenty
five pflr cent., the power to alter it being vested in the Governor Generai in Coun'cil. 

Whatever mal' have been the circumstances inducing this increase, it is certain that it 
has not tende~ to Improve the, ~tandarri. nor to afford increased confidence in the system. 

As the SImplest mode of Illustratmg the excessive rate of charges, your Committee 
w~udld beg leave to lay before your Honorable House two caseH brouo-ht before them in 
eVI ence:- t:l 

M L The first is for the measurement of a raft of masts and spars, belonging to Messrs. 
c aren & Co. The amount charged was $215 90c., of which the culler received 
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$165 10c., and the Supervisor's Office $50 50c. The culler received the order for the 
measuremaut of this raft at six o'clock in the evening, went to Cap Rouge, where it was 
lying, completed the measurement and returned to the city by ten the next morning. 
The specification or office work would probably occupy three hours at the most. The 
culler in this instance is alleged to be unable to write, although the law requires those 
obtaining licenses to possess moderate education at least. 

The second instance was in the measurement of a raft belonging to Mr. Walton Smith, 
for which the sum charged was $127 40c.; the culler, who received as his portion ninety
eight dollars, having been only occupied during two hours. 

The Supervisor of Cullers states, in evidence, that thc time nccessary for a culler with 
two boys to measure off a raft of white pine, conta:ning 1500 pieces averaging 80 feet, 
should be one day and a half, and that it would take an ordinary clerk two days to make 
the specification. The culler receives for his work $93 75c., and the charge for the speci
fication is 843 75c., making the total charge $137 50c. 

It is further in evidence that the number of :oquare timber cullers last year was 
forty-six, who received an average of $791; the average number of days worked being 
thirty-two; the highest sum paid to anyone culler W:JS $1727, and the lowest $527. The 
season begins nominally on the first of May, but actually in thc month of J un'~, and the 
work may be said to end about the beginning of September. During the balance of the 
year the cullers are free to enter into any service, and some of them find employment in 
the lumbering establishments, and many of them have farms. The Supervisor states that 
twenty square.timber cullers would be ample to do the work, although there were forty
six of that class last year. The Supervisor has strongly recommended, in reports to the 
Commissioner of Crown Lands, the reduction of the Dumber of cullers of the different 
classes, and has suggested that fifteeu per cent. of the cullers' fees should be set apart as 
a fund for the purpose of pensioning off those who are disqnalified from various causes. 
Your Committee wO:lld draw attention to this fact, 3" Ilhewing that even in the Supervi
sor's opinion the tariff of fees would admit of a reduction. How far the systcm of pen
sioning would be desirable it remains for your Honorable House to determine. 

Your Committee would simply observe, that a reference to the evidence will shew 
that there is, perhaps, no class connected with the public service that would seem to have 
less claim to any exceptional legislation in this direction than the cullers. According to 
Mr. Quinn's statement the great majority of them are only third-class men. :Few, if any, 
of them have passed through any apprenticeship to qualify them for their duties, and all 
have acquired the knowledge they possess when workin.~ for wages either as apprentices 
or as laborers and employes in coves and boom8. Your Committce feel confident under 
the new and altered system infinitely greater satisfaction will be ~iven, and they submit 
the minimum reduction in the fullest confidence that experience will shew the tariff to be 
susceptible of a still greater reduction without impairing the efficiency of the system. 

In confirmation of this view, your Committee would draw attention to the bct, that 
in square timber alone twenty cullers, who would amply suffice to do the work, would 
for a summer's work, receive an average of $1781. 

The reduction proposed would relieve this important branch of Canadian commerce 
of a tax, unnecessarily placed upon it, varying from 820,OUO to $;)U,OOO an!ll~ally, which 
does not contribute to swell the revenue, but merely goes to support a VlCiOUS system, 
which, while extravagant, has not even the merit of affording satisfaction to those affected 
by it. 

Lastly.-The enactment of some amendments affLcting the present law in its minor 
details' establishing a standard for saw-logs; making provision for the measurement and 
culling' of" waney" timber; all of which are designed to carry out more fully the spirit 
and intention of the existing law. 

All of which is submitted. 

COMMITTEE ROOM, 
8th March, 1865. 

(Signed,) WM. F. POWELL, 
Chairman. 
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APPENDIX. 

COM!UTTEE ROOM, 2nd February, 1865. 
In Committee, on Order of Reference No. Ii. 

Mr. Powell, 
Mr. Dunsford, 
Mr. lIuot, 
Mr. Irvine, 

Read the Order of Reference. 

Members Present: 

Mr. Powell was called to the chair. 

Mr. Poupore, 
Mr. Perrault, 
Mr. Jackson, 
;'\1r. Jones. 

• 
Resolved, on motion of Mr. Huot, seconded by Mr. Dunsford, That the Chairman do 

apply to the Rouse to reduce their (luorum to three members. 
Resolved, on motion of Mr. Irvine, seeonded by Mr. Huot, That the Chairman and 

Messrs. Irvine and Poupore be a Sub-Committee to prepare questions for the examination 
of Witnesses, such questions to be submitted to and approved by the Committee. 

The Committee then adjourned to Monday next, the 6th, at 10 o'clock, A. 1\1. 

The Committee met. 
Present: 

Wl\L F. POWELL, 
Chairman. 

FEBRUARY 6th, 1865. 

Wm. F. Powell, Esq., Chairman; 
D. F. Jones, Esq, A. Wright, Esq., 
G. Jackson, " J. Perrault, " 

Adjourned for want of quorum. 

The Committee met. 
FEBRUARY 7th, 1865. 

Present: 
Wm. F. Powell, Esq., Chairman; 

Mr. D. F. Jones (South Leeds), Mr. Jones, 
Mr. G. Irvine, Mr. Currier, 

Hon. Chas. Alleyn, Mr. Perrault. 
Mr. C. Jackson, 

The Clelk was notified to summon the following persons as witnesses :_ 
Mr. Connolly, Mr. Robert Hamilton, 
" Stevenson, " O.!t. O'Connor 
" P. R. Poitras, " Gilchen, 'J 
" John Thomson, " Kelly, Cullers. 
" W. W. Scott, " George Donaahue 
" T. H. ~unn, " Thomas Spen~e, Portage-du-Fort. 
" John GIlmour, 

Samuel Huntington, Esq ... was called and answered to the following questions :_ 
lst.-Are you engaged 10 the lumber trade as a manufacturer of lumber and for 

how 111~g ~ave you been so ~ngaged ?-I have. bee.n enl?aged as a manufacture; of lum~ 
ber, ~rInClpally .of squ~re . tImber, red .and whIte pme, for the last thirty years and have 
been 10 the habIt of brmglDg raft:; of tImber down to Quebec. ' 

2nd.-Are you acquainted with the system of management now in use in the office of 
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Supervisor of Cullers; are you satisfied with the said system used, if not, in what respect is 
It unsatisfactory, and what changes would you suggest ?-I am acquainted with the 
system at present in use, and I do not consider it satisfactory. It does not give ~atisfac
tion to the manufacturers generaliy. In the first place I think that there is an unnecessary 
number of officers. I consider that the work of the Supervisor of Cullers might be per
formed by the Collector of Crown Dues, whereby large saving would be effected. I think, 
also, that there should be an independent, Board of Survey unconnected with the Cullers' 
Office. In my opinion it should be composed of three persons, one named by the Board 01 
Trade of Quebec, one by the Board of'I'rade of Ottawa, and the third agreed upen by the 
two thus appointed. I think that this Board of Survey should also be the Board of 
Examiners for cullers. I also think that the system now in use of employing the cullers 
by rotation is a bad one. Instead of that system, I think that the party putting in a requi
sition should have the d.oice among the cullers unemployed; and I think that the office 
of culler should be open to everyone that could pass a proper examination. I think that 
the Board of Survey that T recommend should have the power of making rules for the 
punishment of cullers, by susp2nsion or otherwise, as occasion may require. 

3rd.-Do you consider it desirable that the Cullers' Office should cIJutinue to be 
under the manageillent of tlte Crown Land Departillent, and if lIot, for what reason ?-I 
thin k it should not continue to be under t.he manageillent of the (~rowJl Land Department. 
I think it would be better to be independent of polit.icaI influence being bruught to bear on 
the nomination of cullers; gentlemen bein," apt to brillg influence to bear on the Crown 
Land Office to have cullers appointed w hen they are not required. The number on tIle list 
being thus excessive, so long as the system of rotation is continued, the high rates now 
charged for culling cannot be reduced. 

4th.-Have you had occasion in your experience to require surveys on the measure
ments, and how far does your experience show the results to have been satisfactory ?-On 
one occasion I called a survey on a raft of one hundred thousand feet of timber, and the 
survey gave nineteen hundred feet more than the first measurement; but one of the 
cullers told me that I ought to have had four thousand feet more than the first measure
ment. The reason of this is, that when there is a survey, there is one culler appointed by 
the men calling the survey, one by the first culler, and an umpire by the Supervisor; and 
when there is a difference in the measureruent between the two cullers, the umpire divides 
the difference, and leans as much as posRible towards the first measurement; and I always 
heard it said by the cullers that when a survey is called for short measuremeut, the result 
is always to make the raft less than if it had been propedy measured at first. 

5th.-1s the present system of rotation practically carried out, or is it generally 
evaded, and how?-1 think it is generally evadeJ, in this way: the cullers generally have 
the copy of the list showing the rotation, and the lumberman will bold back his requisi
tion, or put in one in advance, before his raft arrives, so as to secure a particular culler. 
The system recently introduced in the Supervisor's office, of drawing cullers by lot, I con
sider a very bad one, inasmuch as it might have the effect of forcing upon the parties an 
inefficient culler, for whose measurement no confidence would be felt. I han! seen cullers 
sent to measure rafts who have been in such a state of intoxication that when they stooped 
to measure the timber they have fallen over it. 

6th.-Do you approve of the principle of the law which makes the culling or measur
ing of timber by a public officer compulsory, and give your reasons for your an.swer ?-
1\1y principal reasons for thinking that the present system should be adhered to IS, that 1 
do not see any other way of collecting the Crown Dues; but I see no reason why a man 
who makes timber on private lands should be subjected to compulsory measurement. 

The Committee met. 

W. F. 
Mr. Geo. Irvine, 
Mr. Geo. Jackson, 
Mr. Currier, 

FEBRUARY 8th, 1865. 

Present: 

Powell, Esq., Uhairmanj 
Mr. Wright, 
Mr. Perrault. 
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Honorable 1\1r. Skead was called, and answered the following questions :-
lst.-Are you engaged in the lumber trade as a manufacturer, and how long have you 

been so engaO'ed ?-I am upwards of twenty-four years in the lumber trade, and have pro
duced from three hundred thousand to one million of feet per annum. 

2nd.-Are you acquainted with the system of management now in use in the Super
visor of Cullers' Office, and do you c0nsider it satisfactory: if not, in what respect is it 
unsatisfactory, and what changes would you suggest ?-Yes, and I am dissatisfied wi~h the 
system as now carried out; the :;ending out of cullers by rotation, in my opinion, is objec
tionable, as many of the cullers are incompetent to measure tilliber correctly. I would 
suO'gest the appointment of a Board of Examiners, one to be appointed by the Government, 
say the Supervi:;or for the time being, one to be nominated by the Board of Trade of 
Quebec, one by the Board of Trade of Ottawa,-whose duty it should be to examine all 
applicants for commissions as cullers, and to constitute a Board of Survey in case of any 
dispute arising between buyer and seller and owner of timber. A.ll cullers holding com
missions and making application to the Supervisor of Culler;;' office, on or before the first 
day ot i\Iay, in each and every yt'ar, would be eligible to be employed by parties requiring 
their services j choice of cullers to bc at the option of those requiring them. The Board 
of Examiners should have full power tu llJake such regulations as would prevent cullers, 
holding commissions and attached to the office, from being employed privately, by shippers 
of lumber or lumber-deal<i1rs and manufacturers, during the season that they are so attach
ed to the office, say during summer; also to have full power to suspend for the season, or 
a shorter period, as they may in their judgment see fit, for errors committed, wilfully or 
otherwise, in the measurement or culling of lumber, and to compel the performance of their 
duty in every respect; in fact to carry out the Cullers' Bill in its true spirit and meaning. 

The Committee met. 

Mr. Perrault, 
Mr. Dunsford, 
Mr. Jackson, . 

Prescnt: 

w. F. Powell, Esq., Chairman; 

1\1r .• Jones (~orth Leeds), 

FEBRUARY 9th, 1865. 

Mr. Huot, 
1\11'. \rright, 
;\lr. UCll'rier. 

Or'/ered, That the Clerk do ~ummun the following .~entlt'lllen as witnesses:-
J11'. John Timmony and Mr. Dickson. 

Mr. Morris laiu before the (~ommittee his answers to the written questions submitted 
to him 

HOllorable Mr. Sk~ad a~tend?d and answered the questions 3, -! and 5, as follows:-
3rd.-Do you con~lder It ueHuubk that the Cullers' Office should continue to be under 

th~ management of the Crown ~and Department; and if not, for what reason ?-I do 
thmk th.at the office should be .dl.,connected from the Cruwn Land Department, except so 
far as wIll be found. necessar.y for the purpose of ~urnishing Rt~ltistics monthly, quarterly 
or annu.ally,. a:; requll'ed. Ot the lllany reasons whIch I could give to justify this recom
mendatlf)~, It would be only necl·:,;~ary now. to refer to the fact that for several years after 
t~e estabhshment of the offic~ th" expendIture was less, and the duties more efficiently 
dIscharged. 

4th- Have yo~ had occasion in yo.ur experience to require surveys on the culler's 
m.easurement, ~nd WIth ~hat result:,; ? -1 t'S, I have had several surveys. One to which I 
WIll refer, havmg espeCial reference to the question, occurred several years since. The 
cul!er-Mr. }Vatterson-measured a ra~t for me in Quebec harbor. I called a survey, 
WhICh occupIed about a week to accomphsh. The result O'ave me about fifteen or sixteen 
hundred f~et over the figures of th(' first official admeas~rement; but even that was over 
fifteen or SIxteen h~ndred feet less than the quantity contained in the raft as ascertained 
by a careful unoffiCial measurement. ' 

5th.-Is t~e present system of rotation practically carried out or is it generally evaded 
a,nd how ?-!t IS n?t. A pe~'son requiring a culler can easily as~ertain the order of rota~ 
bon. He WIll aVOId employmg cullers whose m.easurements have been made the subject 
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of survey, consequently the rotation system leads to unnecessary delay. If the rotation 
system was abolished, I have no doubt but that a large reduction may be made in the fees 
for culling, as not more than the necessary number of efficient men need be placed on the 
staff of cullers. If the selection of cullers was at the option of parties requiring their 
services, incompetent persons would, very properly, fail to receive employment, and neces
sarily abandon the Supervisor's Office. 

The Committee met. 

Mr. Currier, 
Mr. Dunsford, 
Mr. Wright, 

Present: 

W. F. Powell, Esq., Chairman; 

Mr. Jones (North Leeds), 

FEBRUARY 10th, 1865. 

Mr. Jackson, 
Mr. Pope, 
Mr. Perrault. 

Mr. Robert Skead laid before the Committee his answers to the written questions 
submitted to him. 

Ordered, That the Clerk do summon the following gentlemen as witnesses:-
Messrs. D. D. Yonng, Messrs. '1'. C. Lee, 

C. Sharples, James Gillespie, 
J. Dean, Wm. Quinn, Sup. of Cullers, 
R. H. Smith, ~[atthew Harbeson, Dy. Sup. of Cul., 
Benson Bennett, Jacques Jobin, Inspector of \VOl"}, 
D. C. Thomson, 01. Gauvreau, do., 
Jos. B. Forsyth, Ed. Verrault, do. 

Hon. Mr. Skead attended and answered the questions 6, 7, 8 and 9, as follows :-
6th.-If the right of selecting a culler, as you su~gest, is given to the party requiring 

his services, would it not give the culler au interest in favorill.~ his employer, or what 
sufficient Hafeguard would exiRt lor the buyer ?-I think not such an interest as wuuld 
lead to incorrect measurement. The safeguards are several. Tile culler is a sworn officer, 
subject to the strict supervision of the independent Board of Survey, and liable to c:uspen
sion and dismissal for malversat.ion of any kind. He would therefore be careful ill dOling 
his duty. Second, the profession being o~·en t·o all qualified and licensed cullers, who 
might enter the Supervisor's Office on the) st of ;\1:ty, the culkr would have a direct interest 
in establishing such a reputation for ability, integrity and correctness, as would obtain for 
him a character for reliability. This, as in any other profession, would be the be .... t means 
of achieving success and obtaining employment. The purch<tser would only buy where he 
was satisfied with the measurement, 'lOd practically the effect would, in all probahility, be 
that buyer and seller would, as a general rule, agree upon the choice of a culler. 

7th.-Do you ap;Jrove oj the principle of the law which makes the culling of timber 
through the Supervisor's Office compulsory, and state yuur rea~om, for your an,.wer ?-l 
do. All lumber brought to markct should, iu my opinion, be measured ullder the super
vision of the Supervisor's Office, by a duly commissioned culler. The specification of a 
lot of timber, designating its qllan~ity and qualit.y, mealmred by a culler, indepl'nd'~lJt alike 
of buyer and seller. facilitates trade, and affords a guarantee to both of its reliability and 
correctness. An official specification operates as a "warehouse receipt" for the owners; 
whereas, the specification of an individual culler, unconuected with the Departn,ellt, would 
be his mere personal guarantee, and unless compelled to give securities. much gre.lter than 
could be expeuted from. an officer of this clas~, it would be comparatively u~ele, 1. That 
portion of the thirty-sixth clause which gives power to the Supervi~or of Cullers to grant 
permission to any culler, licensed under this Act, unemployed by him, tn engag:3 or hire 
himself to merchants or others, except in the ordinary manner provided by the Ad, in my 
opinion is objectionable aod should be repealed. 

8th.-Do you consider the charges for measuring excessive ?-I do; and they could, 
in my opinion, be considerably reduced. Square timber should be reduced fully one-third 
of the present fees: masts and spars to be reduced one-half; and spars under twelve 
inches should be reduced two-thirds. 
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9th.-Are you aware of the introduction of the ballot. system havin~ been introduced 

by the Supervisor, and what is your opinion of its adoption ?-~ es;. durmg the latter p.art 
of last season the balloting system wall adopted by the SupervIsor III place. of the ro~ation 
system, and I consider it in violation of the Act regulating the Oullers' BIll and TImber 
Office, and should be abandoned. 

FEBRUARY 11th, 1865. 
The Committee met. 

Present: 

W. F. Powell, El!!q., Chairman; 
Mr. J. M. Currier, Mr. D. F. Jones (North Leeds), 
Mr. J. W. Dunsford, Mr. J. Poupore, 
Mr. Geo. Jackson, Mr. P. G. Huot, 
Mr. J. Perrault, Mr. Alonzo Wright. 

Mr. Perrault moved for copies of any departmental reports made by the Supervisor of 
Cullers at Quebec, during the year 1864, relative to the lumber trade of this Province, 
the administration of this office, the employment of cullers, and the present and proposed 
mode of measuring and culling timber. 

Mr. McLaughlin was called, and answered the following questions :-
lst.-Are you engaged in the lumber trade as a manufacturer, and how Ion;; have you 

been so engaged 7-1 have been e.ngaged in the lumber trade since 1~:27. . 
:2nd.-Are you acquainted wIth the system of management now lU use in tIle Super

visor of Cullers' Office, and do you con3ider it satisfactory j if not, in what re:o:pect is it 
unsatisfactory, and what changes would you suggest ?-1 am acquainted with the rotation 
system, and I do not consider it satisfactory. First, I consider that it cau"es too great a 
number of cullers to be employed, which causes the tariff to be much higher than is neces
sary; secondly, that the rotation system causes a large number of cullers to be kept in 
office, who are incompetent to perform that duty. I would suggest that the rntation system 
be abolished, and that there should be an independent Board of Survey, of three persons, 
chosen respectively, whose duty it should be to examine any culler applying for a eOinmission, 
and also to examine all measurement" in dispute, unsatisfactory to either buyer or seller; 
and the applicant for measurement should have the option of choosing his own culler. 

Srd.-Do you con;;ider that the Cullers' Office should conti Tlue to be under the manage
Illent of the Crown Lands Department, and if not, for what reason ?-1 prefer to see the 
office independent of the Crown Lands Department, in order that the ::->upervisor may 
be enabled to employ competent officials . 

.!th.-Have you had occasiou in your experience to recluire surveys upon the cullers' 
measurement, and with what results ?-1 have called but one survey; the result was that 
I gained eighteen hundred feet on a raft of sixty thomand feet, but the difference between 
the two specifications was eight thousand feet, mistake,; being for and against. 

5th.-1s the prese.nt system of rotation practically carried out, or is it generally 
e\'aded, and how ?-1t IS not, for on most all occasions an anplicant fur me:Jtiuremeut could 
have the culler he wanted, by waiting' for his turn. • 

6t~.-If t~e right of select.ing a cu.ller is I?iven to the party requiring his services, 
would It llot gl~e the culler an lUterest. III fhvonng ~is employer, or what sufficient safe
guard would eust for the buyer ?-1 thlUk that the ll1depeudent Board of' Survey would 
be a sufficient check to guard the int rc~ts of either buyer or seller. 

7t?-Do .you approve of th~ prill~ipl? of the law which makes the culling .Jr 
measurIng of timber t~rough tIl!' ~uperns"l' ~ Office compulsory, and state your reasons 
for your anHwer?-I tlnnk that all timber conullO' to this market should 0'0 through the 
Supen-i;;or's Office. :-, 0 

15th - Do you consider the charges for lUeasuriD'~ timber excessive 1-1 do and con. 
sider it double what it should be. t> ., 

9th.- Arc you aware of the introduction of the ballot system havinO' been introduoed 
by tL' SU'pe\,~ji:!or, aut! w~at is your ?pi~ioll of its ;ldoption ?-Yes, I am a\~are that there was 
i:!u~h a t~l\np \Dtroduce~ lULU the othcc III the latter part of last season, and I consider it 
unjust, for It puts the Incompetent on a footin" with the competent culler and is even 
more objectionable than the rotation system. ..., , 
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AnswBrs of William llJorris, Esq. 

1st.-Are you cvnnectcd with the lumber trade, and with what particular branch ?
I have been engaged in the lumber trad~, as a manufacturer of square timber, since 1837. 

2ncl.-Are you acquainted with the existing system of measuring and culling lumber, 
and do you consider it satisfactory; if not, in what resp2ct is it unsatisfactory:-Yes; 
and I consider it very unsatisfactory In the first place, there arc a number of cullers 
attached to the office wholly unqualified, as cqJlers, to measure timber. A number of them 
have had very little experience in measuriug till they got into office. I would have an 
independent Board of Examiners, unconnected with the office, tv examine each culler 
with regard to qualification and fitnes, for his situation. 

:;nl.-Do you consider it desirable that tho Cullers' Office should continue to be 
under the managemcnt of the Crown I .. and Department, and if not, for what reason ?
'l'he Cullers' Office should be independent of the Crown Land Department in the manage
ment of their affairs, as it is generally understood that there have been a number of cullers 
appointed through the influence of parties, and otherwise of persons unfit for the situation. 

4th.-Have you had occasion in your experienee to require surveys on cullers' mea
surements, and with what results ?-I have had several surveys on measurements of my 
timber.; and~ on one or two occasions, the result was in my favor. I 'kave had no survey 
for a f0w years back, a~, according to the present system, it was useless, as the arbitrators 
being cullers belonging to the office, generally give their decision in favor of the culler who 
is in default, not knowing what time there may be a survey called on their own mcasure
mCD t. 

5th, - Is the pre;;ent system of rotation practicalJy carried out, or i.~ it generally 
evaded, and how ?-The "rotation" system, as formerly practised)n the trade, is baJ; as 
you may in the same ~('a:,:un have, as it may occur, several times a culler who has not ~iven 
justice in his former measurement. It sh(lulJ be at the option of eith"r buyer or ~el\cr 
to engage any duly sworn culler that he may think proper, by the !'ame principle as sworn 
inspector.,; of ashes, pork, flour, &c. 

6th.-Do you appro':e of the principle of tlt,~ law which makes the moasuring and 
culling of timber throu:!h the SUlervisor's Office compulsory, and state your reasous fLl!' 

yoUt' answer?-,\ll timber that is ~old by the maker or Illtnufacturer iu Quebec should go 
through the Supervisor'S Uffice; but mlnubct'l,"'r, of their f)wn lumber ,;II,mid, if they 
export, not be compelled to go through the.offic:e. 

7th.-Du you consider the charges for measuring timber excessive ?--Yes, and ~hould 
be reduced one-t.hirJ of the present rates. 

:-;th.--,\re you aware of the ballot system having been introduced by the i)upcrvi,.:or, 
and what is your opinion of its adoption ?-It was introduced late in the seafwn, arter I 
had got through, but those to whom I spoke of its adoption were dissatisfied with the 
sy"tem. 

SUGGESTIONS. 

There shoulcl be an independent Board, consisting of three persons, duly qualified 
in all the branches of the trade in culling, to be appointed, one by the Quebec Board of 
Irade, and one by the Ottawa Board of Trade, and one by the Government; their office 
and duties flhould be entirely independent of the Cullers' Office, and should be able to ex
amine all cullers in their different branches, with respect to their qualification for the 
situation of culler, and if competent, to give him a certificate of his fitness for the duty, 
and then appear before the Board of Trade to be sworn in. All decisions giyen by this 
Board should be final. If they find the culler in default, they should have power to di~
charge him for the rest of the season or altogether, as they may sec fit. 

(Signed,) WU,LIA:\[ l\IORRIS. 

Answers of M1'. Robert Skead. 

1st.-Are you connected with the lumber trade, and with what particular branch? -
I am connected with the lumber trade as a manufacturer of squ:lre timber, and have been 
so connected for twenty years, 

2 
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3nu.-;\..re you acquainted with the existing system of measuring ~nd euliing timber, 
and do you consider it satisfactory; if not, in what respect is it unsatisfactory, and what 
changc~ woul,l )"illI sng~c:-:t ?-I am acqllaillteu with the liIystem now in use in the Super
visor of Cull'T" Office at QneLec, and I do not consider it 8atisfuctory. I think that the 
system 'Il roLtioll is uDsati:<lactory, becau~e the manufacturer who brings his timber to 
the murkt-t i,~ "l,Ji,~.:;cd til cllil'loy men who arc not, able to do thcir work in a satisfactory 
manner, aUlI ill C'un~c'Ju'IIl'C there is injustice done to him and the buyer. To persons 
ellga:.';C!] in the lumberini-( business this sys~m has always been uDsatislaetory, by reason 
L,f tilt: Vl'xatillJJs aUlI lu.-""" they have suffered. As a remedy til this state of affairs, I 
think that iu (,nler to render ju:-:tice to all parties, there should be a Board of Examiners, 
the lUL'lllbers uf which should be appointed thus: one Ly thc Board of Trade of Quebec, 
olle by the Boarl! of '1'1 ade of Ottawa, and onc by the Government; and that all cullers 
should be cxalllined as tl) their capacity to) fulfill their duties, and as to their character, 
and that no one ;:hould to authurized to act a:, a culler without a certificate from this 
Boar.!. 

3nl.-D,) y;,n con~i.lc\' it d""iraIJle that the Cullers' Office should continue to be 
undor tile IlJan:l~ell;C'nt of the Clown Land Department, and if not, for wh:lt reawn ?-I 
considu' that the Cullers' Office shoul.} not continue to be undCI the management of the 
Crown Laud Departlllt'llt. In my own expcrienc~·, I have seen ('a~ps which have proved 
to ml' that it would be d"~irable that this office should be independent of that department. 
It happells till) I,:t,jj 1 by. incapable lllen arc appointed on :;CCQunt of their interests with 
iufiucutiall'ulJliLO well. i till not d(>,~ire tn parti:'nlarize, but this fact is found a p;reat 
inconveniellce llY the trade, and it Ius been so c:..:pre;"o.cJ and condemned for many yl·:ll'~. 
I think tb:it f,.!' thl' advantng._, of the trade, and for lIlany uther good rea80n~, and for the 
good wOl'kill,~ (,f' tllt' law~ the department should be under the management of a man per
fectly ind0pclJlJc.nt uf the Crown Laud Department. put e~I ecially that he should be free 
from the culltr!)l uJ' p.,litical influence. 

-lth.-lb"e you I];la oce:lsion in your experience ti) require surveys upo:} the culler,,' 
meaSUl'elilcnt, and with what results ?-I haH' not, ill any ca.3C, required a survey upon 
the cul!CI":-: me :;,nl'elllent, het::1u,.;e the ~y~tem is such that the two cailers who are taken as 
arbitl;ltor,~ iu olle eUf'e lIlay have the cuilel:-:. wh 'se ,uea,urement they are c~dled upon to 
~unl'Y, a, jll.I:.:.~, au their '.111'11 measurelllent the next d"y, and the nccc~sity in wbich they 
arc I,~a,;c'! tu "Ipport nuc ,mother is such that it H:ems tl) me that we c:.Illnot hope to O'et 
justic;; 1l1,Clt·\' tIle "iJ'CUlu~t:lnCes. I hu\'e had l;ea'ons to feel :t~~lieved and wronO'el'in 
certain ca8"" ),ilt lJeii\'ril'~ that I could not ;..:'ct any r,;dr0,~~, I ~Jid not choose t:) <:> make 
matters WU1',e, and ill eon:""lu~[Jce I did nut ask lur :t ~urvey. 

:,tll.-l:> the prCs'~llt "'y,tem of rutation pr:J"tie:dly e:lrrie,l out, or is it generally 
evade.J, and Iww;-l thiuk that thc presc'llt SyHl'U! of I'utation is generally e:IlTied out. 

lith,-lJ,) you approve (,f the prillciple ot' the law which makes t!le measurinO' or cul
ling "f tim,l,el' .tll!(ln,:.:h th~ Culler:;' Officc compul,"ry, .and state ,Your reasons fur your 
au;.;w,'!' ?-! thlllk that an uffice f'uch as that 11011' e:stabhshed by law should exist, for th,' 
proten :00 u,' 1 he manufacturer and purcba,er. I think that it would be beneficial and 
advant:I~':i'll' lu the manufacturers, auu the timbc!' trade in g:eneral, if the timber was 
ciassiliecl; alld al."o, tha~ an arrangement of, that kind, establi~h~ll in this port: would rai;;('. 
the charact'T.of the article exported an? of the port.. "\nd. although I am opposed tt) thc 
maoagel1l.cnt III ~(lllle re~pect:-, ~ ~ou.lu hke to :'<ee tit" pnnClple apphed in a satisfactory 
manUt:r, llJ~k:1'1 ut the present InJUl'LOUS manner. ~ueh an arranO'ement would make it 
compulsory t~r the manufact~rer or proprictor of timbet' rafts comin~ into the Port of Que
bec, to ha,c It reported and lIlspected. Even with O'ood reo'ulations there would still be 
inju~tice if ~he lll:JlIngement ~as bad. I would further ~1t,~i.!;,,~t th;t any party, feeling 
ag.~\,II:v~d With !'\>pect to eullillt; O!' lllcasurement.,~houIJ han the right to have a survey 
at .any tllllG J~l\'ln~ tllc ~L'a:-;(llI, ulJtd ~he fir~t, of ~'oycmbc'r. Any culler found O'uiltyof 
dOill,~' wrOIl,~ III the perJol'lnall<'c of hiS duty shoultl bc I"uspended or discharO'ed Dand the 
na~es ?f a~1 authorized cullers shoul~ appear .on a list publicly in the Su~ervisor of 
CUllers OffH'l'; I w'Jldd al;;o add, that 111 my opinion the office of Supervisor and that of 
Collect?r uf (·r.JWlI Ducs also. ~houl'] be uuder the saUlC head. The present management 
causcs IllCOIJVL'llleuce and annoyance to the trade. 

7th.-Do you consider the charges for measuring timber excessive ?-Yes; and I 
think that they should be reduced at least one-third. 



11 

8th. -Are you aware of the ballot system having been introduced by the Supervisor, 
and what is your opinion of its adoption 1-1 am aware that it exi~ted later in the ~eason 
than I bad occasion to call for a culler. I do not approve of the system; it is inj urious to 
the manufacturers of lumber. 

(Signed,) ROBERT SKgAD. 

The Committee met. 
FEBRUARY 13th, 1865. 

Present: 

W. F. Powell, Esq., Chairman; 
Mr. George Jaek::on, Mr. George Irvinl', 
Mr. J. Poupore, ;\£1'. Alonzo Wright, 
Mr. J. Perrault, ;'\lr. Currier. 
Mr. J. W. Dunsford, 

Ordered, ~'hat the Clerk do require of the Crown Land Department a COPy of cullers' 
petition in winter of 1861 and 1862. ' . ~ 

Mr. Dickson laid before the Committee the answers to the followinc: questions:-
1st.-Are you engaged in the lumber trade as a manufacturer, and how hug ha\'e 

you been so enga;cu ?-l have been enga;::-cd as a manufacturer for the last Stwenteen 
years 

2nd.-Are you acquainted with the system of management now in use in t.he Super
visor of Cullers' Office, and do you consider it satisfactory; if not, in what re"pect is it 
unsatisfactory, and what changes would you suggest ?-1 am acquainted to a c2rtaiu de:!l'ee 
with the system. I am not sati~fied with it on account of the difficulty in oLtaining c::llers 
in whom confidence can be placed. Many of the cullers arc incompetent amI uJl'cbble; 
yet, according to the system of rotation, the party requiring his luw bel' nh'a.'l\l'~'l must 
accept the one who may be at the head of the list, whether good or bad, at' cyade the law 
by waiting uutil it comes to the turn of the culler in whom he has confiul'l1ce. The llu[\f(l 
of Survcy is at present objectionable, being cOlllposed of cullers who have au iut<~rt'st in 
bearing each other cut in wht they do, not knowing how soon their po,.:iti<lfJ Ill:IY bc 
reversed, and the man who to· day sits in judgment may be, to-morrow, the p"rty "d,use 
measurement is called in question. The tariff of fees is CXt;c~si,(', und much beyuud ,,'hat 
there is any necessity for. I would suggest the appointment of three competent men as a 
Board of Examiners for cullers and as a Board of Survey, to whom all q1i.estioll~ of dis
pute should be referred. They should have full power to examine candidates for the 
office of culler, enforce the regulations of the Cullers' Act, and to be respoI:lisible that it 
should be carried out in its true spirit and meaning. They should have power to suspend 
or dismiss cullers when necessary. 'fhis Board should be well paid, and entirely inde
pendent of cullers or merchants. 

3rd.-Do you consider that the Cullers' OfficE' should continue to be under the 
Crown Land Department, and if net, for what reason ?-I think it would be better to have 
the Office of Cullers unconnected with the Crown Land Department. As long as it is 
so the Commissioner of Crown Lands is always subject more or less to political infiuence
an iufiuence which is too often brought tiJ bear in favor of the appointment of' political 
partizans, regardless of the requirements of the office or the qualifications of the applicant; 
and consequently persons not duly qualified are sometimes appointed, aUlI on other occa
sions persons are appointed who are not really require1, thus adding to the expense and 
inefficiency of the fervice to be performed. I feel satisfied that the Head of' the OulIers' 
Department would be the most suitable person to make the ~election of the number of 
cullers required, aild also the best judge of the qualifications req,uired for the efficient 
working of the office. 

4th.-Have you had occasion in your experience to require surveys upon the culler's 
measurement, and with what results ?-1 never had any surveys, but I have had good rea
son to call surveys on some of' my rafts, having many times found the measurement in 
this market t!hort of that made at Ottawa by competent measurers, and was as often ad
vised by my friendi! in. the trade not to do so, for the reason that the cullers, as now 

• 
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organized under the present system, were all of the sallie family, an,l as a matter of course 
bound to 1'10tect each other's interests. . . . . 

5th.-Is the present ~Jstelll of rotation practICally earned out, or IS It generally 
evaded, and how ?- It is generally evaded, as parties requiring their rafts to be measured 
almost invariably wait until tb" culler, in whom they have confidence, ~om~s round before 
putting in their requi~ition. I have waited days for that purpose, and wIth one or two 
exceptions succeeded in a(l'('YlIplishiDg my object. . 

• 6th.-Do you approve vf the principle of tbe law which makes the cullIng or measur
ing of timber, tbrough the Supervisor's Office, compubol'Y, and state your reaso.Ds 
f(lr your anEwt>r ?-The measurement by a public responsible department affords securIty 
to both buyer :md seller, and such a department being nece,,~ary it is desirable .that all 
lumber should contribute alike towards its maintenancE'. Formerly the measurIng was 
'one l,y the culler of merchants and cove-owncrs, and gross fraud and injustice was fre
quently done to the producer. The measurement through the Superdsor'll Department 
~llso afrords the Uovernment tbe best modc of ascertaining the quantity of, and the amount 
due Oil, lumber coming to this malket. 

7tb.-lf the right of selecting a culler is given to the party requirillg llis services, 
w(luld it not gi\Te the culler au intele;,t in fuyoring hi,; emi.luyer, Gr what sufficient safe-. 
;:;uard would exist for the buyer ?-I do not apprehend that the culler would have such 
an interest as would influence him in making incorrect measuremcnts; on the contrary, 
the culler being dependent for employment upon his character for integrity and honesty_, 
he WUllld be more cnreful in making his work correct and reliable. The proposed Boaret 
of ~urvey, with its power to suspend or disll1is~, and of seeing the provisions of the law 
~trictl'y fulfilled, would afford an ample safe-guard to the buyer. Wheff~ any doubt or 
difficulty was likely to arise, it would be easy fl.r the seller to stipulate with the buyer as 
to the selection of the c:lller in their mutual confidence. 

~tll.-Do YOll con~ider the charges for measuring timber exees,ive ? ..... I think the 
ch:lr\:c,; are fully double what they sbould be. To illustrate this, take a raft of red pine 
containing olle hundred thousand feet. To measure this a cull.:r would be emplo}"cd for 
two days with two boy:-;; the specifications would occupy a clerk in the office two days 
mure-making in all fuur days of a man and four days of a boy. Placin,g the man's wages 
at ten dollars and tbe boy's at five dollar~" would make sixty dollars, ample, one would 
."uppose, to compensate those of that class, making due allowances for the tlct tbat they 
may not be regularly and eontinucusly employed. Yet the present charge wou],J amount 
to one hundred and forty-five dollars, being over double what it should be. The charf:es 
for the me3surement of masts and spars are stillmore exorbitant. 

9th.-Are you aware of the introduction of the ballot S}t'tOll hQving been introduced 
by the i:'upervi~or, and what is your opinion of its adoption ~-The system was introduced 
at the end of last season. From the reasons that may be gathered from the an~wers I haVi! 
already given, I consider it in the highe~t degree objentionable, as by means of it in
competent cullers may be forced upon those requiring the measurement of their Iu.mber. 

lOth.-Are you engaged in the m:mufacture of saw lops ?-Ye~, I am. 
1 Ith.-Have you any suggestions tu offer relati ,"e to their classification and measure

ment ?-.\ f't:tndard of firstfjuality, white pine saw.logs, should be twei"fe feet six inches in 
lelJf:·th, and twrnty-::me. inches in diameter at the top or "lIIall end. and free from ring and 
gum s!mkes and rot, With t.hree k~ots, .to be ~()und auu not larger in diameter than a fifty 
cent p.lece. A seeond (!uahty, white plDe saw-lug, eohould be free from ring-shake, but with 
a .stralght gU?I shake, and say six or more knots, none larger in diameter than a fifty cent 
piece, III the Judgment of the culler. And a third fluality white pine :saw·loO' with gum 
llnd rin~.shakes and knots, snch as will not make a first or ~eeond quality log, i~ thejudg
ment of the culler. Hollow butted logs not to be objected to if suitable for first or second 
quality, it' frre from other ol'jections. . 

I2th.-:-~~ the present clat~ifi::atiOll. and :-;y~tel1l of measurement satisfactOlY ?-It is 
most .unf'atlsfac.t,o:y. At ~rescnt there y' no s.t:lll~ard 1)1' c\ussification established by law j 
the ddferent rud~lIlg estabh~hments haVlnf theIr dlflerent l'tandarJs, and all depends upon 
the agreement WIth the contractors; and a t<tandard established by law is necessary for 
the government of trade as well as for the collection of Crown dues. 
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Mr. Smith attended and answered the following questions :-

lst.-Are you connected with the lumber trade, and with what particular branch?
Yes, export. 

2nd.-Are you acquainted with the existing system of measuring and culling lumher, 
and do you consider it satisfactory; if not, in what respect is it unsatisfactory?-I Lave 
been acquainted with it for fifteen years in this country. I consider it very unsatisfactory. 
Some cullers are not as efficient as others; there is no proper provision for settlement of 
dispute in measure, and producers are exempted from passin~ lumber through the offic~ 

Srd.-What changes would you suggest in the system ?-A certain standard of effi
ciency for all cuIIers taken into the office; an independent Board of Survey for settlement 
of disputes; and aII lumber to pass through the office. . 

4th.-Have you had occasion, in your experience, to require surveys on the cuUer's 
measuremcnt, and with what result?-Yes, and the results were most un~atisfactory. On 
one occasion, objecting to the measurement of a raft, I, in accordance with the present 
Act, demanded a suney, and, as required, named a culler to represent me; the Supervisor 
of CuIIere narr_ei a culler to represent him; and the party to whose measurcment I made 
objection was requested by the Supervisor to name a culler to represent him; this he re
fused to do, and consequently the Board of Survey could not be formed, and I had no redress. 

5th.-Do you consider it desirable that the Cullers' Office should continue to be 
under the management of the Crown Land Department, and if not, for what reason ?-I 
have DO ob.jection to its remaining as it is. 

6th.-Is the present system of rotation practicaIIy canicd out, or is it generally 
evaded, and how?-It is generally evaded. 

7th.-If the right of selecting a cuIIer is giHn to the party requirin~ his servicefl, 
would it not give the culLr an interEst in favoring his employer, or what ~ullicient safe
gl1ard would exist for the buyer ?-Generally such would be the case. 

8th.-Do you approve ot' the principle of the law which makes the measurillg and 
eulling of timber through the Supervisor'S Office compulsory, and state your reasons for 
your answer ?-I do, if it bc properly conducted; because, if properly and fairly done, it 
provides a ground upon which buyer and seller may treat, and in case of culling, particu
larly of deals. affords a standard which would be recognized abroad. 

9th.-Do you consider the charges for measuring timber excessive ?-Y C~, particularly 
as regards masts and spars, and I think that they ought generally to be reduced, so as to 
cover the expenses of the office, and as little as possible to be a burden to the trade. 

lOth.-Are you aware of the introduction of the ballot system having been introduced 
by the Supervisor, and what is your opinion of its adoption?- All cullers being equally 
etlic.ient, as they ought to be, in the Supervisor's Office, I consider that the ballot system, 
if fairly worked, is superior to that of rotation. 

Mr. Currier laid before the Committee the following letter and account:

(Copy.) 
ROCKINGHAM, February 8th, lE65. 

DEAR OURRJER,-With regard to the Cullers' Act, in general, I think that the charges 
are too high for measuring almost all descriptions of lnmber. The charges are so vcry 
high that a lot of men who would not otherwise earn over one dollar per day, now make 
from eight hunched to one thousand dollars per year, and they will not work for this over 
thirty or fcrty days during tre year. In measuring a common raft of timber, a culler will 
get for his share say sevcnty or eighty dollars; and to make this it will not take him over 
two days at the outside; he can then afford to lie idle for eight or ten c;ays waiting for 
:Illother job; and if he can get twelve or fourteen rafts in a seaSOD, which he can measure 
in at least thirty days, he will have secured his eight hundred or one thousand dollar ... 
The fact is that culling is so profitable, that everyone who couJrl get on at all, have got 
themselves Hppointed liS ~ culler; and the consequence is that there are at present too 
many cullers, and they have to wait a long time for their turn to get a raj t to measure, but 
the trade is so well taxed for what they do that a job once in two or three weeks pay~ 
them well. 
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I think that the 0harges for measuring all kinds of lumber should be reduced at least 

llDe-half, and the charge for measuring spars ~:hould Le reduced at I ~:1st to one quarter of 
the present charges. The nUUlber of cullers being reuuceJ to a certain number of good 
men, they would get more constant employmcnt, anu cOD~lfl'H.'ntly work f;jr less than half 
the fees that thcy now :\ct, and :-;till have a fair salary. 

1 employed a culler, last yeur, tf) measurc a raft of sl'l:r.:' j the raft wa:-; lying at Cap 
Rougo; :Je (the culler) got the order to mea<;ure in the e\'('uilJ.:;, about or a little after six 
o'clock; lie went t" C;q) Ruuge that night, and was back in (Jiwbec between the hours of 

-nine and tcn A.;\I., next day, having- 1I1,·:t~urc·d some five" hundl'ccl :-;P:I1':-<, for which he reo 
ceiwd. ;13 his sharc of the work, tLe sum of one Luudre.J and ;.ixty dulbrs. I send you a 
duplicate copy of the account or bill rece; vtd from thc Cullers' OJiiL:f;; you will see from 
,his that the cullef c,~,t over three times what the office rccciH'd for thl:ir part of the work. 

Thc ml·a.,uring of ~pars in the raft lllay be an extreme ca."'':. I alll told that the law, 
or tbe Ortle} in Cuuncil, as it now :-;tllnds, rt'gulating the m~asuriljO:' of ",]'ar", was formerly 
intemJec lor the measuring and culling of "lJa,~ after they were dre~~l'd-i:1 which case the 
culler had to caut the spars over and examine tL';11I all round-and that. there is uo Order 
in Council regulating tbe measuring of :'par .. , in the rr.ft without cnlliug, and the eonse· 
qn('ncc is that tbe CUllers colhct}!)· mr:o.)Ilrill.'1 olll!! tlHl amount that (L·y would be entitled 
to for measuring and cullinfr. 

Nearly all the spars taken to (~ul:b(.'e are lJ0\'\ llJea~lll'cd in the r.dt without culling, 
and it is a frreat tax on the tl'"d" to have to pay thl'sC heavy cl1ar:-:,-:-.. 

I t.hink the clwrf:l's, (.'\·(.'u fLl' measurill.'_!· and cullin.c;, too hi,:..!h; but for measurin" 
without culling it is foul' timl's ton bigh. - ~ 

I think if ""eLC[lll ;)tcwart, E~q., bad ;: dl:lIlCC, Le could JJH,k .. thi' :-:'I:,cl'\')'"r's Office 
self.sustaining, aud rcduce the charges uU the tra<.lL: Leady ullc·!J;df. 

J hopl' you will !let the cbar~cs fur mea:-;uring ~I'ar~, in the raft, reduced, whether 
anything cL .. c is done or not. This charge is out fit' all rcason, and will, I think, ouly 
require to be brou::;ht bd'ore the Gnn'rnment to have it malle right. 

J am yours truly, 

To.J.;)1. Currier, Esq, l'.!.P.P., 
Quebec. 

Order Xo. :::00. 
Account No. :;:25. 

Messrs. ,J. ,:\IcLarcn & Co., 

(::.; io:nL(l,) 

[Copy.] 

P. Delail'e, Cullcr. 
(Jul'bee, :;L-t June, 1864. 

. ...,.. , To (hl' SUlwni,."r of Cullers. 
For measuring and cullIn':'; i) whltc pine Dla:"t:-<. l~ x 10 @it;;Je ........ S 1;)(1 

" "7" Hl x ~-! ,. nel(,. ......... 4 55 
" "1 ~-t and llj,w;tr(b (~i. ;ii:::'c. 0 I I 
" " 470 red 1) 1 r;; pIlle "faro:, :. x !I~, 4:)J(' ........ :206 27 
" .,:..! ID x ~4 .. G·-)e ......... 1 30 
" ,. 16 wbite pine ~pars, :~:P) "·F

2
c.......... 1 54 

" 
" 

" ~ rell l,ill l:' 

1 tamarae " 

@ 6le ......... . o 17 

$:215 90 

Pai,l, :2h;t Juno, 1S()4. 
per ,";;up. of Clllll'l's, 

(~i;,:ncd,) T. Jos. WAr,sH. 
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The Committee met. 
FEBRUARY 14th, 1865. 

Present: 
Mr. George Jackson, 1\11'. Perrault, 
;)Jr. F. Jones (North Leeds), Mr. Poupore. 
Mr. P. G. lIuot, 

Ordered, That the Clerk do summon the following persons as Witnesses :_ 
Mr. S. Washburn, Hull, C. E., Mr. Wm. Moffett, Pembroke, C. W. It 

The Committee met. 
FEBRUARY 16th, 1865. 

Present: 
W. F. 

,;)11'. Geo. Jackson, 
Powell, Esch Chairman; 

';\11'. D. F. Jones (3outh Leeds), 
Mr. P. G. lIuot. 

~Ir. J. Perrault, 
Mr. Poupore. 

Ordered, That the Clerk do summon the following persons as Witneflses:-
John O'Sulli\";ln, Culler. Narcisse Vnlin, Culler 

Ordered, Thnt the Clerk do require of the Crown Land Department, Copy of 
Cullers' Petition, preseuted in ~hrch, 1864:. I 

~Ir. M. Stevenson laid before the Committee the answers to the questions submitted 
to him, viz :-

Ist.--Are you connected with tIle lumbcl' trarlc, and with what particular brauch ?-
I am acquainted with the lumber trade in all its branches. 

2nd,--Are you acquainted with the existing syiltem of measuring and culling lumber, 
and do you consider it satisfactory; if not, in what respe';t is it unsatisfactory? 3rd.-
What chauges would yol.1 suggest in the system ?-- I consider the present system un~atis
factory, and would refer for particulars to the" Report of the Committee of the Board of 
Trade," already furnished by me to the Committee. (Sec document mHked tl.) 

4th.-Do you consider it dcsimble that the Supervisor tf Cullers' Office should con
tinue to be under the manageme;;t of the Crown Land D"partment, and if not, fur what 
reason ?-It i" very desirable, indeed imperatively necessary, to the proper working of the 
Supervisor's Offine, that it should be totally separated from the Crown Land Office, except 
for collecting revenue, and for this purpose would put the Office of Supervisor and Col
lector of Duties on Timber under one head, As the sYo,tem is, the Supervisor has not the 
control of the officers and cullers under him, and is oftw obliged to employ persons unfit 
for the duties required, merely because they are sent to him by the Cwumissioner of 
Crolvn Lands. 

5th.-Have you hnd occasion ill your experience to require surveys upon the culler's 
measurement, and with what result ?- I have always avoide,j Burve., s, cor.sideriog the pro
cess as unlikely to give justice, and have pref0rred a private arrangement as the best, when 
disputes have arisen. 

6th.-1s the ]~resent system of rotation practically carried out, 01' is it generally 
evaded, and how ?-The system of rotation, as condueted at plcsent, is a ?lllllit!l and C;ll1 

easily be evaded, by both cullers and merchants. I have known cullers rcl'us(' to go out 
for a small job in their turn, because they had n requisition for a larger one in their 
pocket. 

7th -If the right of selecting a culler is given to the party requiring his services, 
would it not give the culler an interest in favoring his employer, or what sufficient safe
guard would exist for the b1Jyer ?-The right of selecting a culler might be givcn to 
buyer and seller; the remedy for error or malefeasance ought to rest with a Board of Survey 
independent of both. 

8th.-Do you approve of the principle of the law which makes the measuring and 
culling of timber through the Supervisor of Cullers' Office compulsory, and state your 
reasons for your answers ?-For purposes of revenue, all measurements of lumber ought to 
pass through the Supervisor's Office (that used for local purposes is at present exempt), 
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and I would approve of culling being made compuls?ry, being of opinion. that lumber from 
Canada would in that case bear a higher cbaracter ln all markets tban It does at present. 

9th.-D~ you consid~r the charg~s for mcasuri.ng. timber e~cessive ?-The present 
charcrcs mi uht be much reduced alllI stIli keep the office III an effiCient state. 

10tb.~Are you aware of the ballot system having been introduced by the S.uper!isor, 
and what is your opinion of its adoption ?-J Lave heard ?f the ba~lot system bemg Intro· 
duced by the Supervisor, but (:1nnot see the advantage of It. It mIght do were all cullers 

. equally efficient, but tbis is notoriously not the case. 

l\Ir. Kelly, Culler, attended and answered the following questions:

Ist.-What is your occupation ?-I am a commi8sioned Culler. 
:2nd.-How 10nO' have you been connected with the culling department ?--1t is nine· 

teen years ~incr I fir~t went to the culling busines~. For tbe last four years I acted as a 
square timber culler under 1\1r. Quinn, the present Supervisor. 

3rd.--IIave any surveys been demanded or held upon your culling or measurement of 
lumber ?-Sincc I have acted in the office of culler, no surveys have been held or demanded 
upon any work that I have done, nor have any complaints been laid against me that I am 
aware of. 

4th.-;\re you aequainkd with the existiu~ system of management as t'J the measur· 
ing ami cullin'" uf' timber, and do you consider it sati8factory j if not, in what respect is it 
un:;atisfactory~ and what changes would you suggest !-I am, and consider it most unsatis· 
factery. Rotation as it has existed is detrimental tl) the trade, from the difference in the 
capacities of cullers. The lottery system is not only detrimental to the lumber trade, but 
likewise injurious to thc prosFets uf cullers of first class abilities, who are by this perni
cious ~pt(>lU phced on a footing with men totally unqualified to act in the capacity of 
"moh euller~, 3S the records of the 8Ufl'C),S would testify. The cpnstitution of the Board 
(If Examincrs is defective. Some of thuse who have acted for ye~rs as Examincrs of appli
cants seeking comllJi~sions as cullers of sfJuare timber, h:we themselves been subjected to 
"urn)':", time after time fur the non·fulfilment of their dutic~ as (}ullers and 1Ile:l~url'rs of 
timber. 

5th.-:\re the cullers now cmplc,yed in the Supervisor's Office, in sour "i,inion, alike 
competent, and dl) JOU cOD."irler them capable of discharging the duties r?'luired of them 
dIieiently :--There i£ a great difference ill the eapacities of cullers at prl':>eut c')[lnccted 
with tIle Supcl'\'isor's Ollie,:, so mJ.ch so that I am aware of many, who it rcque.;;ted to put 
a raft of tillJber in ~hipping order, are totally incompetent Ll perform the duty It is im
possible for all)' OIH' to make a practical culler without undcr!,!:oing a serVitude on timber 
J,t)"m~ from fi\'(' to !'"Yen years, 3S it is there and there only will he get that experience 
whit'h will IJlllllify him to undergo an examination as n licensed culler. There are many 
now in tll,' C'ullers' Office who UeYl'r :'lerved :l. uay on:t tim],L'r boollJ, but acted fiS a~sistants 
~o cullers, fiS tapc·holJers finJ markers of timber; who have been appointed from political 
lUijucllee, alld who are nnw actill~~: on the rvtation list of licensed cullers. It is a fact that 
there are t'ullt-r" in the office wj;'o, from old :lge, incompetency and otherwise, for yean 
p::'''t have I'll"IlIitfed their boys to perform the uuties of culling and measurin" for them, 
wlthout n,:C[ll'd to the ouligation requirillg' it to be done by thClll~ch'Cf; personally. 

6~h.-IIa\'e you any suggestions to ofll>r relative to the presen t mode ot measuring? 
-I thtuk the preseut mode a'i nearly fair as p,s~ible. 

7th.-~n an average how many days is a culler employed ?--I think that the average 
run~ up to fifty (L,P, moro. or less, and the expl'uses uttendiug the performance of our 
dutl(·.' Ulll"llLt to seven or elght dollars per dicm. 

Ml'. Uilchcn, Culler, attended and answered the following questions:-

1s:'.-What i~ your occupation ?-ComlUissioned Cullcr. 
:;lJd-IIow I?ll.l!' have you ~een connected with the Cullers' Department ?-I hav~ 

been fifteen years In the square ttmber department, and the last four years in the SuperVl
SOl' of ;"ullers' Office . 

. 0rJ.~Havc allY surveys been demanded or held upon your culling or measurement 
of timber :-1 have never had a survey, nor do I know of any complaints having been 
made agamst me. 
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4th.-Are you acquainted with the existing system of measuring and culling of 
timber, and do you consider it satisfactory; if-not, in what respect is it unsatisfac
tory, and what changes would you suggest ?-I am; and do consider it satisfactory 
in so far as it relates to measuring and culling timber; but the mode of c;;electinO' a 
culler is very unsatisfactory. I consider that an open list would be preferabb 

0 
to 

dthe~ the rotation or ballot system. There is a great difference with regard to the 
capacIty of cullers-so much so that there are many who, if requested to cull or put 
a raft in shipping order, in my opinion are totally incompetent; for this reason, that the 
cullers I have reference to are men who have never served a day on a timber-boom, and 
unless they have done so, they never could in the experience they have had in the Super
visor's Office as assistants to cullers. Another cause for the incompetency of many in the 
office is to be ascribed to the incompetent Board of Examiners, who have acted in that 
capacity for many years; they themselves have had their work surveyed from time to 
time. It is impossible for anyone to become a practical culldr without having served on 
a timber-boom for at least five or six years, as it is there, and there only, that he will get 
that experience necessary to qualify him for an examination as a licensed commissioned 
culler. There are many now in the Cullers' Office who never served a dlty on a boom, but 
acted as assistants to cullers as tape-holders and markers of timber, whl), by party influ
ence, have been appointed and are now acting in the capacity of such on the rotation-li~t 
of licensed cullers. In my opinion it would be much better if the Cullers' Office was 
entirely independent of the Crown Land Department; for until then it will be impossible 
to have competent men who will give satisfaction to the trade as cullers. To my own know
ledge there are cullers in the office who, from old age, incapacity and otherwise, for years 
past, have permitted their boys to perform the said duties of culling and measuring timber 
for them, without the oath of obligation resting on their shoulders to guide them in the 
honest performance of the same. I feel convinced that froUl twenty to twenty-five cullers 
are more than sufficient to perform the duties of measuring and culling any quantity of 
timber that may be manufacturcd or arrive in port, at anyone season, even it the (luantity 
manufactured came as high as forty-five millions of feet of timber. I f{'el fully convinced 
that there should be an independent Board of Survey for the revision of any misconduct 
in measuring 01' culling, objected to in the discharge of the duties of any culler, so long 
as persons of thorough competency were appointed, and that no surveys were registered 
against anyone culler so appointed. 

5th.-On an average, how many days is a culler employed ?-1 think that the average 
runs up to fifty or sixty days, and in many instances my exp,'nses have run up seven or 
eight dollars per diem. 

6th.-Have you any suggestions to offer relative to the present mode of measuring? 
-No, I think the present mode perfectly satisfactory. 

The Committee met. 

Mr. Geo. Jackson, 
Mr. J. W. Dunsford, 

Present: 

Mr. F. Jones (North Leeds), 

FEBRUARY 20th, 1865. 

Mr. Wright (Ottawa Co.), 
Mr. Poupore. 

Mr. P. Dorval attended and answered the following questions :-
lst.-What is your occupation ?-Mast, spar and square timber Culler. 
2nd.-How long have you been connected with the Cullers' Department ?-I am 

connected with the Cullers' Department the last eightcen years, and under the Supervisor 
for the last three years. 

3rd.-Have any surveys been demanded or held upon your culling or measurement or 
timber?-No surveys have been held on my measurement or culling, nor have any com
plaints been made. 

,!th.-Are you acquainted with the existing sYRtem of measuring and culling timber;,. 
and do you consider itsatisfactory?-I am, and consider it most satisfactory. 

5th.-Do you consider the rotation or ballot system satisfactory; and, if not, wherein 
is it unsatisfactory ?-I do not consider the rotation or ballot system satisfaotory, as many 

3 
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----. 
cullers are incompetent, from old age and other cau~es, to perform their respective duties; 
for these reasons I prefer the open list for the selectIon of cullers. 

6th.- Are the cullers now employed in the Supervisor's Office, in your opinion, alike 
competent, and do you consider them c.apable of discharging. the duties required of them 
efficiently ?-I do not consider them alike competent, for ~hIS reason that many o~ them 
employ 1>1)'y~ to do their work: One great cause for the In.co~peten~y of cullers IS the 
incompetent Board of Exammers, as man.r of those constItutmg saId Board have h~d 
their own work surveyed; and I have been mrormed .by one of t~e c~erks employed h:r saId 
Board of Examiners to keep the books relahve to timber examlDahons, that a certiJicate 
had been Iyranted, on a blank report, to one qualifying him for a commission as culler 

7th.~Have you any suggestions to offer relative to the present mode of measuring?-
No I think the present mode perfectly satisfactory. . 

, Sth.-On an average, how many days is a culler employed ?-A square timber culler's 
time avernO'es from fifty to sixty days, and the expenses attending the performance of 
our duty a~ount to seven dollars per diem. 

Mr. James Gillespie laid before the Committee his answers to the followingques
tions :-

lst.-Are you connected with the lumLcr traJe, and with what particular branchr-1 
am not now connected with the lumber trade, but was largely interested some years ago, 
chiefly as a seller in this market. 

2nd.-Are you acquainted with the existing system of measuring and culling lumber, 
and do you consider it satisfactory? If not, in what respect is it unsatisfactory? -I believe 
the same system of measuring and culling lumber now exists as when I was interested in 
the trade, and I did not then consider it satisfactory, which I think my subsequent answers 
will meet. 

3rd.-,Yhat changes would you suggest in the system ?-1 would suggest that the 
Supervisor of Cullers should act (as the word Supervisor unly can be construed) with one 
or more Jeputies as a Board of Survey, to personally supervise the measurement and culling 
of all lumLcr brought to this market, so that the whole may be regulated under one 
Rydem; ~aid Board to be appointed by a Committee to be chosen by buyers and sellers. 

4th.-Do you consider it desirable that the Cullers' Office should continue to be under 
the management of the Crown Land Department; and, if not, for what reason ?-1 consider 
that it is not desirable to have the Cullers' Office under thc Crown Land Department, as, 
in my opinion, the duties of the cullers would be mueh better carried out by the Suplfr
visor and his deputies having the confirmation of their appointment, and control over 
them when appointed. 

5th.-Ilave you Lad occasion in your experience to require surveys upon the culler's 
measurement, and with what result ?-1 never called a survey on the measurement of 
any lumber I have either bought or sold. 

Gth.-1s the present system of rotation practically carried out, or is it O'eneraJly 
evaded, and bow?-The rotation syst~~.1 do ?ot thin~ was ever practically ca~ried out. 
It was ~enerally evaded by the requlSltlOn bemg retamed by the applicant for a culler, 
particll!l/r!y Il'hen the raft was not sold, until a favorite's turn. 

It.h.-If t~e right of selectin.g a culIe~ be gi~en t? the party requiring his services, 
would It not g~ve the culler an mterest In faVOrIng hIS employer, or what sufficient safe
guard would eXist for ~he buyer ?-On my suggestion to third answer that the Supervisor 
and one or more deputies be named by a Board of Examiners, I think that a selection of 
?ullers could. b.e made, by the Examiners, the Supervisor and his deputies, which would 
msure a suffiCient safeguard to buyer and seller; the said Examiners Supervisor and 
deputies to have the power of imposing a heavy penalty upon any culle; whose measure
ment was reported, and proved to them to be unsatisfaetory. 

8th.-Do you approve of the prineiple of the law which makes the measurinO' and 
culling of timber through tho SU'pervisor's Office compulsory, and state your reaso~s for 
your answer ?-1 approve of pUttLDg measurement and cullin'" of timber deals staves and 
lumber generally under .one law; my reason is, let all be on ~ne footing: ' 

9th.-Do you conSIder the charges for measuring timber ex.cessive ?-1 consider if the 
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foregoing suggestions were acted upon. the charges for measuring and cuning could be 
reduced. . 

lOth.-;-Are you. a.ware o~ the ball?t system having been introduced by the Supervisor, 
and what IS your oplDlon of Its adoptlOn ?-1 am aware of the introduction of the ballot 
system, it is, in my opinio:l, an improvement on that of rotation' but I think with the 
Supervisor's Office, constituted as it now is. it does not meet the difficulties betw~en buyer 
and seller. . 

Mr. A. Valin attende d, and lai:! before the Committee his answers to the followlnO" 
• b 

quesaons :-
lst.-What is your occupation ?-1 am a licensed commissioned Culler. 
2nd.-How long have you been connected with the Cullers' Department ?-1 have 

been in the Supervisor of Cullers' Office for the last twelve years. 
. 3rd.-Ha~e any surveys been demanded or held upon your culling or measurement of 

timber ?-Durlog the twelve ;vears that I have been in the Office, I have had but ?ne 
survey on my work, and thiS was caused by the party for whom I was measunng 
refusing to give me men necessary for the execution of my wOl'k; according to law, I 
could have eluded this survey as the difference was very small, but I consent.ed, to give 
satisfaction to all parties. In proof of what I say, I have before me a letter from the 
Supervisor exonerating me from all blame; and I will further remark, that if it does some
times happen that a survey is demanded, it is not at all times the 1ault of the culler, but 
because the timber is not placed to his satisfaction, or as the law requires it should be. 

4tl:..-Are you acquainted with the existing system of measurement and culling of 
timber, and do you consider it satisfactory? If not, in what respect is it unsati~factory, 
and what changes would you suggest ?-The mode adopted, up to the present, for tIle selec
tion of cullers for the measuring and culling of lumber, is the one of rotation; but since a 
few years it has been so abused, that the authorities considered it their duty to put an end 
to it by establishing another system, that of ballot, always retaining the rotation, and I am 
convinced that this is the ooly system that will meet the approbation of all honegt 
persons who like to see every man having justice; and more, it is the one that will main
tain the independence of the culler between buyer and seller, and will put the latter on 
his guard not to make propositions the most dishonest to the culler. 

5th.-Are the Cullers now employed in the Supervisor's Office, in your opinion, alike 
competent, and do you consider them capable of discharging the duties required of them 
efficiently ?-The greater number of the cullers attached to the office are competent to per
form their duty, and of the number of those who are not, we ought to attribute to age and 
infirmity that renders them inapt for such work; nevertheless, the Supervisor Rhould know 
the capacities of his subordinates. I also think that there ace too many cullers attached 
to the Office for the performance of the work transacted. 

6th.-Have you any suggestion to offer relative to the present mode of measuring ?
The present mode of measuring is perfectly satisfactory. 

7th.-On an average how many days is a CUller employ~d ?-The .culler.s are n?t 
always occupied in the execution of their duty, but they are obhged to await their turn In 

the Office, and to be present in case of need, and in this manner they are employed the 
whole season. 

Mr. W. W. Scott laid before the Committee his answers to the following questions:
ht.-Are you connected with the lumber trade, and with what p~rticula.r branch ?

.1 have been engaged in the lumber trade for the past twenty years !D all Its branches, 
particularly in that of square timber. .. 

2nd.-Are you acquainted with the existing system of me?S~flng an~ cullIng ,lumber, 
and do you consider it satisfactory? If not, in what respect IS ,It unsatisfactory (-I. am 
well acquainted with the present sys~em of measuring and culhng, and do not c~nslder 
it satisfactory, inasmuch as many incompetent persons are thrust upon the SuperVisor to 
perform work that they are totally ignorant of. 

3rd.-What chanO"es would you suggest in the system ?-1 would suggest that the 
Supervisor should hav~ the sole and entire control of his department, and hav~ the power 
of choosing or appointing his staff of cullers and clerks, and be held responSIble for the 
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correct workrng of his department; and that a Board should be appointed, with power to 
settle any disputes that might arise. . 

4th.-Do you consider it desirable that the Culle~s' Office should continue to be u~der 
the manarrClllent of the Crown Land Department, and If not, for what reason ?-I conslder 
that the &pervisor's Office should not be under the control or management of the Crown 
Land Department, inasmuch as through political influence many. incom'pete~t persons 
are thrust upon the Supervi~'-'r for employment, regardless of theIr quahficatlOn for the 
dntie,; a~si~lIed to them. 

5th.~Have you had occa~i .. n in your experience t~ require surveys upon t~e culler's 
llIl'a~lIl'elllent, and with what result ?-I have had occaSlOn repeatcdly to complaIn of bad 
IIlCaSnrelltent, but as the law provides that uo survey can be had against the culler, if Dot 
applied for within forty-eight hours after the taking out of the specification, and when 
ti tUber is on hand, unsold, the owner having no doubt as to the correctness of the measure
illellt; it is only when the purchaser tests the specification and the measurement that the 
qu".,rioll is rai.'icd as tll the correctlJe,;s of the measurement, when too late for redress. 

'it h.-Is tile l'l'c~cnt system of rotation practically carried out, or is it generally evaded 
and how ?-The prescut rutary sptelll; if carried out correctly as originally intended, should 
give ,;ati~Lctiun, if competent culler" onT!! were employed on the staff; but as many incom
petellt [Len hold office, the rule is evaded, each culler knowing exactly how he stands on 
the list, ean induce the lumberman to hold I)yer hi~ requisitiou until the turn of his favorite 
culler comes on. 

'/th.-If the right of selecting a culler is given to the party requiring his services, 
would it not give the eltllcr an intere~t in favoring his employer, or what sufficient safe
guard \\0 tid exist for the buyer ?-I would not accord the right to any man to choose his 
own culler, as he would asml'edly have a leaning in favor of his employer. The only 
safeguard to the buyer would be the right of survey, and suspension or dismissal from the 
f)l~p:lrtment in the event of the survey going against the culler. 

;';th.-Do yuu approve of the principle of the law which makes the measuring and 
culling of timber throu;.!h the :-:upervisor's Office compulsory, and state your reasons for 
yuul' anKwer ?-I do approve of the system of compulsory measuring through the Super
vis,)r's Offi0e, as it protects the manufacturer from fraud, by baying competent men to 
measure, and being under the control of the Supervisor, the Crown will be protected from 
l'raUll, also by having correct return made, for the collection of Crown dues, &c. 

9th.-Do you eonsi,ler the charges for measuring timber exces~ive ?--I consider the 
eharg .. " too high decidedly, part.icularly in the square timber department. 

lOth.-Are you aware of the ballot system having been introduced by the :Supervisor, 
and what iK your opinion of its adoption ?-I hayc been informed that it was the intention 
of the Supervisor ~f Oull~rs to introd.uce the ballot system into his department. I cannot 
say anythlD.~ as to Its ments. I eertamly do know that the rotation system has been evaded 
through 'Some loose manner in carrying out the plan; but I think, nevertheless, that if the 
system was carried out with secrecy, as orio'inally intendeJ, that it would meet all the 
re<{uirements desired. '" 

The Committee met. 
FEBRUARY 21st, 1865. 

Members present: 

Mr. n. F. Jones (South Leeds), 1\lr. J. W. Dunsford, 
i'lr. J. Poup~re, Mr. Geo. Jackson, 
Mr. Geo. Irvme, 1\1r. Alonzo Wright (Ottawa County). 

i'lr. James Connolly laid be~ore the Committee his answers to the following questions:-
1st.-Are you connected WIth the lumber trade, and with what particular branch?

~ am, and hav~ been connected with the lumber trade for the last twenty-four years, during 
fourteen. of whICh I conducte~ the lumb~ring operations of one of the largest shipping 
houses lU that branch of buslDess, and SlDce than I have been enO'aO'ed in the same pur-. '" '" SUlts on my own account. 

2nd.-Are ~ou ~cqua~nted with the existing system of measuring and cnlling lumber, 
and do you couslder It satisfactory? If not, in what respect is it unsatisfactory?-I am 
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~cquain~ed with the exist.ing sy~tem of measuring .and culling lumber, and do not consider 
1t unsatisfactory, except III the lllstances and partlCulars which my answers to the subse. 
quent questions will disclose. 

3rd.-;-What changes would you suggest .in the :lyste'll ?-I would suggest that waney 
or b~a~d t~mber should lie measured by. stnng or calliper, at the option of the party 
req~mng ~ts. mea~urement, and not. excluslv~ly, as at present, by calliper. 'fhis description 
of tlmber 1S lllvanably sold accordlDg to stnng measurement, the Ennlish merchants refuse 
to buy it otherwi~e. I would also suggest that the Culler~, now i;capable, or who may 
hereafter become 1ncapable from old age, should be sUfJemnnuated, and that the Supervisor's 
Office should be relieved of cullers notoriously incompetent to fulfil their duties, and more 
regard should be had in the granting of commissions to new applicants as cullers than has 
prevailed for ~ long time past. .Instance.'! are well known, of young men, who have merely 
held a tape-hne for callers durmg two or three years, to obtain commissions as cullers. 
This practice necessarily places men in pOliitions they are totally unfit to occupy. "\ ppli. 
cants for commissions as cullers should be compelled to serve three vr four years in a • 
lumber shipping establishment, in order to acquire a practical knt>wledge of their duties. 

4th.-Do you consider it desirable that the Cullers' Offiee shoulel continue to be under 
the management of the Crown Land Department; and if not, jur what reason ?-I do not 
consider it desirable that the Cullers' Office should continue to be under the control of 
Crown Land Departlllent. My reasons are, that being under that contrul, the Government 
of the day may exercise an influence ove!." the employes, amI individuals who happen to 
be political partisans of any particular Government, may importune their friend8 to have 
them placed in the office to the prejudice of competent, deserving and practical men, who 
never interfere in politics. 

5th.-Have you had occasion in your experience to require surveY3 upon the culler'::; 
measurement, and with what results ?-I have had occasion frequently to require surveys 
upon the culler's measurement, and unless the fault was very glaring I fuulld it w-:dess to 
test the matter. The reason is very clear, a culler is called upon to survey or l'a~s j udg. 
ment upon the conduct of his brother culler, who may be selected the next day to sit in 
judgment upon himself. In other instanl:es where a survey cannot be had or a remedy 
obtained, owing to the provision of the law, parties suffer a great luss. I, lUyself, upon 
one occasion, iost seven per cent. upon a raft which I purchased according to specifieatious; 
the measurement was incorrect, and intentionally made so. The Supervisor wat' made 
aware of the fact, and I W:lS informed that as the time for complaint had passed, nothing 
could be done. The time prescribed for the calIin~ of survey ought not tu be limited as 
it is. The right to have the survey at any time befur" the raft is broken up, or removed 
from one place or cove to another, ought to be given, and the honest and impartial culler 
will not object to it. I respectfully suggest that a Board of Survey should be appointed, 
and that the Quebec Board of Trade, and the Ottawa Board of Trade do each appoint a 
competent person to form that Board, the Supervisor to act as umpire. 

6th & 7th.-Is the present system of rotation practically carried out, or is it generally 
evaded, and how? If the right of selectincr a culler is given to the party requiring his 
services, wOl4ld it not give the culler an int3~est in favoring his employer, or what sufficient 
safeguard would exist for the buyer ?-The rotation system, as it has been carried out for 
the last few years, has been practically a failure, and generally evaded. I disapprove of it. 
The cnllers, throuo-h indirect means, get the names on the rotary list, and can inform the 
party requiring th~ir services whose turn come"! next, thereby enabling their friends to 
Ilecure the particular culler they desire. The result is a3 might be expected, partiality in 
many cases and a heavy loss to the purchasel". To remedy the evilfl arising from this 
practice, I would suggest that the cullers he paid a fixed sum for the season, ?,ud the~r 
number lilllited to the actual requirements of the trade; those found neglectlllg theLL' 
duties or acting partially to the detriment of buyer m seller to be im:nediately. dismissed, 
and "held liable for their conduct, and in the event of the culler refuslllg or belllg un3ble 
to make good the loss occasioned by his fault, the sufferer to have the right to have him 
imprisoned. 

8th.-Do you approve of the principle of the law which makes the measuring aud 
culling of timber through the Supervisor'S Offiee compnlsory, and ftlte your reasuus tor 
'your answer J-} do approve of the principle of the law which makes the measuring anu. 
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culling of timber through the Supervisor's Office compuls.ory, and would like to see the 
principle extended to all descriptions of lumber, and partIcularly to deal~. Many of Our 
most extensive operators in deals get tbelU culled and c~asse~ by theIr own employ~s, 
hired for the season' the result is that strict reO'ard to classIficatIOn does not always follow, 
and shippers conseq~ently meet with heavy l~ss, and have to mak~ reduction s in. their 
invoices to parties in EngLmd. This is of frequcnt ?c~urrence, and. Ie much, ~nd Justly 
so, complained ot by exporters. Others get the pnvrl.ege of 8el~ctI~g a favor~te culler, 
and keep him for the :-eason, provid~d he culls aCCOrdI?g to t?Clr .wIshes and lDtere~ts.i 
the result in this case is the same as 10 the former. ThIS practice IS to be deplored; It IS 
a great injustice to many deserving and good cullers,. as. none but those w~o will cull 
according to the wishes of the employer get remunerative Jobs, and the deservmg men are 
consequently deprived of the opportunity of earnin~ one-?alt' made by. the select few .. 

9th.-Do you consider the charges for measunng tImber exceSSIve ?-l do conslder 
the char~'es for measuring timber excessi ,e, and believe that they might be reduced ten to 
twenty per cellt., not only leaving the Officc self-sustainin).!", but with a handsome balance 
as revenue for the country, provided the Government cease making the Office an asylum 
or house of refuge for political partisans, incompetent and inexperienced individuals. There 
is very little doubt but that the internal working of the Cullers' ~Office could be done 
more efficiently and with greater satisfaction to the trade, and at much less expense than 
at present. 

IOth.-Are you aware of the ballot "y~tcrn having been introduced by the Supervisor, 
and what is your opinion of its adoption ?-I was apprised of the introduction of the ballot 
system in October last; how it has worked I cannot say; I am opposed to it~ adoption, 
because it is calculatcd to create more abuses than the rotation system, with less chance of 
detecting injustice. 

l\1r. Benson Bennett laid before the Committee his answers to t}>e following ques
tions:-

1 st.-Are you connected with the lumber trade, and with what particular branch?
I am connected with the lumber trade, more particularly with the deal trade. 

2nd.-Are you acquainted with the existing system of measuring and culliug lumber 
and do you consider it satisfactory? If not, in what respect is it unsatisfactory ?-I am of 
opinion that many of the cullers measure and cull lumber too hurriedly to perform the 
work correctly. I am also of opinion that by the present ~\ct the qualities of white or 
yellow pine deals are not defined with sufficient minuteness, and that too much is left to the 
discretion of the culler. 'With spruce deals it is different, as from the peculiar nature of 
the wood it would be difficult to define the qlalities more minutely. 

3rd.-What changes would you suggest in the system ?-I am of opinion that the 
Board of Survey, for the purpose of holding surveys when required, should consist of the 
Supervisor and two other competent persons to be employed at a yearly salary, for that 
p~rpose, and whose duty it should be (when not engaged on survey:,) tt) go round the 
ddierent coves, &c., anu see the cullers at work, and endeavor to bring th0 culling and 
measuring to one uniform system. 

4th.-Do you consider it desirable that the Cullers' Office should contiuue under the 
management of the Crown Land Depart.ment; and if not, for what reason ?-I am of opinion 
that the Cullers' Office should not be under the management of the CrO\VD Land Depart
ment, and the Supervisor would then havc greater control over his office and the cullers. 

5th.-[lavG 'yo~ had occasion in your experience to require survl'Ys upon the culler's 
measurement, ~nd wltL what result ?-:-I haye had occasion to call f>urvcys, and the result 
ha~ been unsatIsfactory. On one occaSIOn the person from whom I purcbascd a quantity of 
deals would not allow the surveyors to go on his premises to hold the survey, and the 
S~pervi;;or was unwilling to act without first obtaining the adyice of the Attorney Gen~ral; 
thl~ caused so much delay tlut 1 was compelled to submit to a gross injustice. The rule 
wl11ch .the Supervi~t)r anu sUrYcying cullers have hit.herto adopted is unfair: thus, if on 
surveymg a lot of tIcals-say of second quality-if they find one portion to be first quality 
and about as large a portion to be third quality, they will not condemn the culler, setting 
off the firsts against, the thirds j this I think is wron"". In the same manner in measuring 
timber, part of tlte raft may haye been returned short of the contents; but if in the same 
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raft about an equal quantity has been returned over the contents, they do not condemn 
the culler. . 

6th.-Is the pre.sent syste~ of rotation practically evaded, or is it generally evaded, 
and how ?-The rotatIOn system IS very often evaded by persons wishing for any particular 
culler, waiting until his turn comes round. 

7t.h.-If ~he right of sele~ting a ~uller is ~iven. to the party requiring his servi'Ces, 
would It not gIve the culler an llltcrest III favorIng hIS employer, or what sufficient Rate
guard would exist for the buyer ?-I am of opinion that with an independent Board of 
Survey, there would be no fear of injustice in allowing applicants to select :1ny particular 
culler. 

8th.-Do you approve of thc principle of the law which makes the measurin cr alld 
culling of tiillber through the Supervisor's Office compulsory, and state your reaso~s for 
your answer?-I do not approve of the principle that makes the culling and measurinn
through the Supervisor's Office compulsory. I think it unjust that manufacturers of" 
lumber should be obliged to employ cullers from the Supervisor's Office, if they are not 
satisfied with the cullers employr;:d by the Supervisor. 

9th.-Do you c)nsider the charges for measuring timber excessive ?-I do not think 
the charge for culling and measuring excessive, if the cullers take the time necessary to 
do their work properly. 

10th.-Are you aware of the ballot system having been introduced by the Supervisor, 
and what is your opinion of its adoption ?-I do not approve of the introduction of the 
ballot system. 

The Committee then adjourned. 

FEBRUARY 22nd, 1865. 
The Committee met. 

Present: 

Will. F. Powell, ]~~(l' Chairman: 
Mr. J. Poupore, 1\1r. J. W. Dun~ford, 
Mr. D. F. Jones (South Leeds), ;'lr. Wright (Ottawa County), 
Mr. G. Irvine, 1\1r. A. McKellar, 
Mr. F. Jones (North LeeJs), :'.11'. J. M. Currier. 

Mr. Wm. Moffatt laid before the Committee his answers to the following questions:-
1st.-Are you connected with the lumber trade, and with what particular branch ?-

I have been a manufacturer of square timber for thc past seventeen years. 
2nd.-Are you acquainted with the exi8ting system of measuring anJ culling lumbC'r, 

and do you consider it satisfactory? If not, in what respect is it unsatisfactory?-The 
present system is in many respects unsatisfactory; first, no fractional parts of the foot in 
length or inch in girth are taken into account, in computing the cubical contents; thns a 
piece of timber measuring thirty-five feet eleven and seven-eighth inches C;5 feet 11 tin.) 
in len~th, and twenty-four and twenty-four and .,;even-eighth inches in girtll, is held to 
measure but 35~entailing a loss on the manufacturer of over seven and a-half feet on one 
piece, or about five per cent., taking the usual quantity in a raft to be one hundred thousand 
cubical feet. In connection with the measurement of timber, I would recolllmend its ela~~: fica
tion, the same as other articles of commerce, such as 1st, 2nd and 3rd deals, sta\'e~, &e .. The 
only objection I have heard urged against claosification is the time it would occnpy In tl:e 
busy season of shipping. I feel satisfied that if the system W<lS once adopted, t~lat th:s 
?bjection would be found more imaginary than real. 'rhe cornmi~siou ~ooms would .do It 
In the same way that warehousemen do pork, flour and ashes; .besldes bemg ~ore cqUltf,ble 
between buyer and seller, it would raise the character of our timber. To aVOid to.o grca~ a 
press of business in the port of Quebec the manufacturer could secure the serVlCe~ ut a , , . h . 
culler during the manufacturing season, who could then and there stamp It, t e same as IS 
at present done with saw-logs. . 

4th.-Do you consider it desirable that the Cullers' Office should contlllue to be u~der 
the management of the Crown Land Department, and if not, for what reason ?-I beheve 
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the connection with the Crown Land Department is prejudicial; parties having no other 
qualifications than their political influence, arc thrust upon the Supervisor, who is required 
to find employment for them, and over whose actions and conduct he has little or-no 
control. That thp,re should be a Board of Survey appointed, one by the Governor General, 
one by the Quebec Board of Trade, aud the third by the Ottaw~ Board of Trade, whose 

. duty it should be to examine applicants for the office of culler, to lDspect all rafts measured 
by the cullers and sion the specifications before they are given out of the office. Appli
cants for thc ~ffice of~uller should undergo the same examination as first class-teachers of 
common schools in Upper Canada, and have served at least three years in a shipping boom, 
and produce a certificate under oath, of the party in whose employment he has served, of 
his competency; also testimonials of good moral character. All disputes as to the measure
ment or culling or timber to be decided by the Board of Survey. 

5th.-Have you had occasion in your experience to require surveys upon the culler's 
measurement, and with what result ?-1 have never called IJ. survey. I have no confidence 
in a tribunal of intere~ted judCies who are generally believed to sustain each other. 

Gth.-ls the present sp:tE·m of rotation practically carried out, or generally evaded, 
and how?-Hotation is generally evaded. Parties having rafts to measure are desirous of 
having it done correctly, and all cullers not being equally efficient, the seller ascertains 
from a culler, in whom he has confidence, when his turn comes, gives him the requisition, 
who hands it iII at the proper time. The reason for this course on the part of the manu
facturer is that a raft improperly measured is the cause of delay in settling up with the 
purchaser; and the general belief is that surveys result in nothing but delay. 

7th.-If the right of sclectinc: a culler is given to the party requiring his services, 
woul,l it Dot give the culler an intere~t in Llvoring his employer, or what sufficient safe
guard would exist for the buyer ?-The Board of Survey would be a sufficient guarantee. 

Sth.-llo you approve of the principle of the law which makes the mea~iUring and 
culling of timber through the Supervisor's Office compulsory, and state your reason for 
your answer ?-I do; alliuruber .'-hould be obliged to pass through the Cullers' Office for 1 

the purpose of ruea":llJ"clllent; culling, and putting in shipping order, might be left optional 
with the parties. TIle expenses of the office should be borne by the whole trade. 

~'th.-IJo you consider the charges for measuring timber excessi,e ?-The charges for 
measuring are one·half too high; if a return of the number of days worked by each culler 
could be obtained, and the amounts pad them, it would be the mo~t conclusi\"e evidence on 
thiH point. 
"' 10th.-1\re you aware of the ballot system ha,ing been introduced by the'Supervisor, 
and what i.~ your opinion of its adoption ?-[ ha,e heard of the introduction of the ballot 
sy~tem, but I ha,e no knowledge of the working of it . 

.i\f I'. Walton Smith laid before the Committee his answer~ to the following ques
tiolls:-

ht.-Are you connected with the lumber trade, and with what particular branch?
I have been en.~agcd in the manufacture of ~(lllare timber, spars and saw-Iogll, on my own 
account for fifteen years. 

~Ild and 3rd.-ATe you acquainted wit.h the existing systcm of measurinG" and culling 
lumbrr, and do you cousider it satifd'actory? If not, in what respect is it u~satisfactory, 
?nd what c1l.aDge~ would you suc:gest .?-l do not consider the present system of measur
Ing and eulhng timber correct or satisfactory by any means, fur the following reasons: 
the l·.ullers, t.hough swurn to $"ive the cubical eo~tcnts of each square log, do not give any 
fra ctlon a!...: , eIther of the foot III length or of the lllch in O"irth ; thus for example a square 
log rorty feet ele'7en il~chcs long, and. fifteen sevcn-eight}~s inches in' girth, would be given 
only forty feet fifteen IlJches, so that III a large raft the manufacturer would lose considera
bly. I would puggcst that when the fractional parts exceed six inches of the foot in lenO"th, 
alld halt an inch iu the girth, the culler should give the whole foot and inch to the seller, 
?nd ~hen less, ~Il the bu~er. I think th~t the ho?k .of the culler's gauge should be one 
lUch III length, lll~tead of a quarter of a? lDch, as It IS at present. I consider the present 
sptem of ;neas~rlllg sp3rs bad and unjust to the manufacturer, since he has to pay the 
same for measunng small ~pars, worth only, say five dollars each in the market, as he bas 
for large ones, worth fifty dollars each. I advise that the manufacturer be permitted to 
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have red pine spars, say twelve inches and under, ~.Ild spruce spar;., fourteen inches and 
under, measure as round timber. I think the culler's assi~tants, viz., two boys WhOlli he 
employs to take the lengths and one to keep check, should bJ examined by the Supervisor 
before they are employed, as to their competency; since it is notorious that culler;) some: 
times employ boys for assistants who can hardly read the figures on the mea~ul'illO' tape
and who have so little knowledge of writing that their figures cannot be <:orredly unller
stood by those empbyed to make out tho specifications from their check-bo,ks. I think, 
also, that each assistant ought to be sworn: and that they should sign the check-book with 
the culler, when they return it to the Supervisor, and tllat their names should appeal' with 
the culler's on each specification. I recommend a system of classificatiun or timber, when 
measured and culled, into first, second and third qualitic", I believe it would raise the 
character of our timber, both at home and abroad; deab, stavc3, and pot ash, and most 
other of our productions, are inspected properly and di\"idecl into qualities; and why not 
inspect and classify timber? The buyers would then know" hat they were gettilJ;r, and 
the seller would find that it paid best to bring to market only good, souud and Ille;chant
able timber, whilst inferior and unmerchantable timber, instead of bl.ing brought to market 
and sold at lees-thau half the first cost, W'oulll be left standing ill the fDrest, and become 
valuable, in time, for local purposes. 

4th.-Do you consider it desirable that the Cullers' Office should continue to be under 
the management of the Crown Land Department; and if not, for what reason ?-I think 
that the Supervisor's Office should be separated from the Crown Land Department. I 
believe the connexion has been prejudicial to the trade, bccau~c tlw Supervisor has to 
accept the cullers nominated by that Departmeut, who arc often men of doubtful character, 
incompetent in every way, and are sometimes appointed only because they are political 
friends. I think the Supervisor bhould have full control over the Departmcnt and ue 
responsible only to the Governor and Council, and that the Doard of Survey, connected 
with his Department, should consist of three surveyors who sllOulll bc, of course, compe
tent persons, and whose duty it should be to exallliue all cullers before th~y are comrnig
sioned, as weH as to decide disputes about measurement; one of whom should be appointed 
by the Government, one by the Board of 'frade of Quebec, and tbe other by the Board of 
'l'rade of Ottawa. 

5th.-Have you had occasion in your experience to require surveys on the cullens' 
measurement, and with what result ?-I never called a survey, because I have no faith in 
the present system. I have often thought that my timber W:1S incorrectly measured, but 
having watched the results of other surveys, I aLU satisljell that justice is often not dOD. 
by the surveying cullers, 3S they will naturally protect the culler complained ?f, ber-ausl! 
they don't know how soon he may be appointed to hold a survey on rafts of their measure
ment. 

6th.-Is the present system of rotation practically carried out, or is it g~nerally 
evaded, and how ?-I object to the rotation system, because thc manufacturer IS COlll

pelled to accept a culler, even when he knows him to be incompetellt--:mu hecause the 
competent culler and industrious man by that sy.;tem, has no morc chau(~c to adnnec 
himself, thm one who may be both ill;ompetent and imp,·,wi,lcnt. I olJje,ct to the ballot 
system for the same reasons. Under the rot:l.tion system I had a (ouller iorc.:ll upon me, 
who came to the raft with his assistants, all drunk, so bad that they coulll neither walk nor 
see figures; after waiting two or three days, they were still u?able ~o work, and the 
Supervisor cancelled the order and sent me another culler. Now, If the first cuHer had not 

'been quite so bad, if he could have seen enough to read figures, and been able to walk, he 
must have measured my raft, and if I was not satisfied I ~~st have called a survey. I 
h~ve known instances of cullers hurrying over rafts, CO?tamlDg upwards of ~wo thousa~d 
pIeces o~ ~imber, in one day, so as to get their na~~s agam on the hst of rotatIOn. I adVIse 
the abohtlOn of the rotation system, and the retalDlDg only twe?ty cOlilpetent cullers at a 
fixed salary. Cullers can always evade the intention of the rot:ltIO? By.stem, andfrequentll 
do so; they enquire of the lumbermen the size of their rafts commg lD, a.nd a~k for tl~elr 
~equisitions, which they keep in their pockets until their turns come, whcn, If they have not 
10 the meantime got another requisition from a lumberman who has a larger raft, they 
hand it into the Office just before they are called. I have also known cullers refuse to 
measure small rafts when ordered to do so by the Supervisor. 

4 
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7th.-If the right of selecting a culler was given to the party requiring his services, 
would it not i!i ve the cnller an interest in favoring his employer, or what sufficient safe
guard would exist for the buyer ?-1 think that a competent culler would be too much 
afraid of a survey to favour his employer, aud tha~ the utmost he could do would be to 
measure carefully so as to give his employer justice. 

:-:th.-Do you approve of the principle of the law which makes the measuring and 
culling of timber through the Supervisor's Office eompulsory, and state your reasonfl for 
:your answer ?-l think that all timber should be measured through the Supervisor's 
Ofricc, but that ('ullip:::, or putting it into shipping order, should be arranged between the 
lnrycr and Sill, 1'. 

9th.-]),) you consider the char.~es for measurin~ t.i:uber excessive ?-1 think the 
cLarges fLlr :::,,:','nrillg timber and spara exces&ive, and should be reduced at least one-half: 
the number llf cullen; beillg rdso redueeJ, those left would get constant employment, and 
their pay would thus amount to the same thing, with this txception, that they would have 
to w.;rk every day for a year':; pay, whil~t DOW they get a year's pay for twenty or thirty 
day;;' work. I aunex an account raid int.o the Supervisor'H;Office by rre last season, which 
~ho\\'s olle instance of the exorbitant ch~;ges that the trade is :;ubject to: the culler 
I1lcamrcd two hundl'("l alld ninety-four spruce sparR j he was no', on the raft more than 
two 110 Ul' " , and Jet I had to pay the enurmous f'll m of oue hundred and twenty-seven 
dollars and furty cents. I remonstrated with the Supervi~or at the time, and wanted to 
have them measured as Found timber, but he refused and told me that I was charged the 
regular tan)!, on 1)'. 

lOth,--Are you engaged in the manufacture of saw-logs ?-1 have manufactured 
white pine saw-logs for the past fifteen years. 

lIth.-Have you any suggestions to offer relative to their classification and measure
ment :-1 think that tIle ~ize 01' dimensions of the standard log should be fixed by statute; 
at present this is re~ulated by the cust.om of the trad~ in diff8rent parts of the country, 
and I have known twelve feet iu length and twenty, twenty·one or tWtnty-two inches 
diameter at the smallest eud computed as the standard log, according to the custom of the 
locality. My opinion is that a white pine standard :saw-log should be twelve and a half 
feet long alI(I twenty-one inches diameter at the top or smallest end, and perfectly straight. 

.. Order No. 11. 
[Copy.] 

Account No. 580 . 
A. Dorval, Cullcr, 

Mr. Walton Smith, 

For measuring 294 spruce spars, 

Quebec, 13th August, 1864, 

To the Supervisor of Cullers. 
12 x If) @ 43} cts .................... $ 127.40 

Paid, 14th October, 1864. 
per Sup. of Culler8, 

T. Jos. WALSH, 
The above is a true copy of the original. 

RicllUrd Atkins. 

lIIr. Bryson attended and hid before the Committee his answers to the following 
questions :-

lst.-Are you ('onnccted with the lumber trade, and with what particular branch 7-
I have been cl1!!'aged in the manufacture of square timber for the last thirty years, and 
have brou,~1tt tn llluket, from one hun'tred thousand feet to eight hundred thousand feet 
nnnually. 

~lI~l.-Al'l· \'''11 :1('(}llaintell witll tll(~ existin o'1'v:'<tem ofmca.mrinO' and cullinG' lumber, 
1 .1 : I ' . f' b J ;:, 0 Tl au< uO )'ld\ (,1)11";1< or It c:ltlS act"l,)' Y H not, in what respect i" it unsatisfactory?- Ie 

object ot' tlIt> Unl;,·r::;' Hill lH~i:,~' int.'lldcd to r,ive the t.rue aULI entire cubical c)nteuts of 
timber, I think thJt the ±'r3l'tional parts of tile inch, and the fractional parts of the f\lot 
on the length, should be measured and allowed the pro:lucer. 1,'he half foot in the length 
and the half inch in the girth should at least be measured and allowed. 
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3rd.-What changes would you suggest iu the system ?-Answered in all the other 
questions. ... 
. 4th.-Do you thlDk It desIrable that the Cullers' Office should continue to be under 
the management of the Crown Land Department? and if not for what reason ?-Uncon
nected, there would be less political influences brouaht to be;]' and the head of the Office 
w.ould thereby fe~l more. responsibility and he better ~n.ableu to' carry out the routine of 
hrs office, both wIth a Vlew to economy and the rendel'lng of more general satisfaction to 
the trade. 

5th.-~ave you had occa:sioll in your experience to require surveys on cullers' measure
ment, and wIth what result ?-I have very frequently been dissatisfied with the measure
ment ofmy ti~lber,. but only recollect of calling three or four survey:>, all of which, ho\ .. -
ever, werc decIded lll. my .favor. . In cases of surveys the cullers do everything to extricate 
one another from theIr nllsta~es III measurement. The cOSt of surveYE is considerable, 
and unless the measurement IS very palpably wrong the lumberer is not Eafe in resorting 
to survey as a means of redress, and therefore not unfrequently submits to measurement 
which he knows to be unfair, but afraid to avail himself of surveying. 

6th.-Is the present system of rotation pr~ctically carrieo out, or is it generally 
evaded, an.d how ?-The rotation system has been generally carried out, but has been at 
the same tlme often evaded by some parties. I do not, however, cOllsider it a good one. 
I think the owner of timber should be entitled to take any culler of his choice, if 
disengaged at the time. 

ith.-If the right of selecting a culler is given to the party requiring his fCl'\'ices, 
would it not give the culler an interest in favoring his employer, or what sutliciellt safe
guard would exist for the buyer ?-..:'l.n indepe 1dent Board of' Survey should be f'Jrmed 
~'or the purpose of examining the measurement of all timber arriving and b':;io~ measured 
In the Port of Quebec. This Board of Survey should be composed of thre2 competent 
and responsible men, appointed respectively by the Government, the 110ard of Trade of 
Quebec, and the Board of Trade of Ottawa. This, I think, would afford a protection to 
the interests of thE: buyer as well as to the seller, aod would ensure general 5atisfactioll in 
measurement. 

8th.-Do you approve of the principle of' the law which makes the measuriu~ an,l 
culling of timber through the Supervisor's Office compulsory; and state your l'eacOUS fOj' 

your answer ?-It would be more regular that all timber arriving ill the Port of QncoeG 
should undergo the measurement and supervision of the Cullers' OffiCt.', and I can see no 
good reason why any party should be exempt from submitting to this rule. ~f fur no 
other reason, the convenience afforded the Crown Land Departmcnt ill the collcctln~ of the 
dues, &c., should be in itself sufficient. 

9th.-Do you consider the charges for measuriug timber l;xc~s"ive ?-1 do. think 
them excessive, in respect to the measurement of square timber, and t?at a reductlOu o~ 
nearly one.half the present rate should be made. They arc al~o exceSSIve upon .spars, ~nu 
would require an equal reduction. With prudent and economIcal management In keeplllg 
up only a sufficient stuff of cullers and other officials who would be constantly unut;r 
employment a large savinO' would be effected quite sufficient to admit of a reduction in 
the charges for measureme~t, after amply def;aying ull the expenses of t~1e. Cu~lers' Office. 
Twenty cullers would be mora than ample to measure all the lumher arnvlllg III the J.lort. 

lOth.-Are you aware of the ballot system having been introduced by the SuperVIsor, 
and what is your opinion of its adoption ? - I do not approve of the ballot ~y8tell1. It 
Il~ould not bc competent for the Supel'vis.)r or any other official ,to ado'p\~ny s~st.CIl1 other
wI~e than those laid down and provided for by the law. The Cullers ~!ll as It 15 now, or 
as It may be when amended, should not be tampered with by the SuperVIsor. 

llth.-What mode of selecting cullers would you suggest ?-I would. suggest or 
recommend that each lumberman should select his own culler in accordance With the laws 
of the office. 

NOTE.-Mr. Bryson submits the following :- . 
If circumstances would admit, I am of opinion that all lumber should ~e classIfied, 

under the s~pervision of t~ Cullers' Office, as 1st, 2nd, and 3rd class quahty . .r fear, 
however, *,a~ ~he pres.!'lnt aCf1J;nmodation of boomage is inadectuate to the accomplIshment 
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of tLis eoLl. I think that while making chan~e8 in the Cullers' Bill, it would !>e very 
lll'ce~~ary to staL: definitely what the ~tandarcl should be of saw-logs, and also what should 
constitute first~ and seconds, &c" &c. 

The Committee then adjourned. 

FEBRUARY ~:Jrd, 1865. 
The ('ullI;llittee met. 

Pll:~l'lJt : 

Mr. Wrigllt. Mr •• T. W. Dunsford, 
!\Ir. D, !<" .luncs (South Lee I.i), Mr. J. 1\1. Currier, 
.~1r. F .• Joncs (),'orth ],C2tl,.;), 1\1r. J. POllpore. 

Or'/I!'t//, That the Clerk do HUllllllJJu!J ;Ill'. Quirck as witness. 
Mr, Storry laid befort' tll'~ COlDmit.tec' his auswer" to the following qucbtions :
ht.-Arc F'll cU1JuC'c~ccl with the IUllll,cl' trade, and with what particular branch ?-

I :11'1 :1,~~l'lil cd' ~\le~~J s. Calvin ~~ Breck, furwal'lLrs and lUanufa(;(url'l',; of timber aod staves, 
:lli,1 ill tlnt c:1:,ac:it} T ll:l\'c; 1:.1':2:er busifJld tLlIJ"aC'lions with th.: Supen-isIJr's Office thao 
I::,,: ,1<:y tither hO:l::0 l)ijjJ~iu~ IU1I11Jcr til t1:is llu;-kd., 

:':I,,!.-Arc yuu ;le'iul:lJted with the (,xi.-ting sy.-tc1I1 of IIlcamring and culling lumber, 
awl ,] .. Y"ll cUIl,i.Jcl' it sati~i~dul')'? If not, iu what respect j" it unsatisLlctory ?-~IJ 
t'Xpcricllce as to the measuring and culliu:..: of IUlIlber extelll1,,; only to timber and staves, 
In rel'c'rence t.) timber, I think tIlt' O\\IJ('r cllOuld have the rig!lt to choose how the waney 
f'huulcl be mt'asul'cd, whether by callip,'r or by :-tring. I am of opi!lion, too, that the law 
is too sLl'illgellt in referencc to measuring and culling ::;tavc~, 

:::rtl.--\Yhat clJan,~es would y"u clLf.:,;;t·,t in the sy~tem ?-I thic1k that si..c instead oj 
thr,·c W(lI'm-holes should be the number :-pccified iu thc ~\.ct for the culling of'staves--also; 
thntin mca~uri[]g the stave,,; they be measurcd at the sll,)[te.,t, narrlJII'cst and thinnest part 
only leI/( Ii it duc;) wA f.CCec,z the dai/dard lel/gth, ~readl!l. WI,l thickness. 

4.th.-Do you' consider it lL:~ilablc that the Cullers' Office should continue to be un del 
the llJana~\'meut of thc Cr.;\rn Land Department; and if not, for what rcason ?-I am nOI 
prql:lJ'c,l to ~:Iy Wh:lt effects 1n'Jlcl be produced 1-,)' a clIan:..:c. 

5th.-llal'e }l'U had occasion in your eXf'cricnce tu require sun-eys upon the culler'! 
meDf'urerueIl t, and with v .. l:at I"c~'ult (--So. 

Gt h ,- Is the pn·:';('ll t ~y"tC:lll of rotatioll practically carried out, or is it general!; 
evadell, and how ?-The rotation sy.-tem has been generally evaded. by each culler keepin~ 
a l"t';.:,i~ter of his OWll, by which he could always tell "l"ho was fir~t ou the list; so that at ao; 
time a lumbcrruan with this inf'ormati('ll cuul,] :n·"jll tlie culler he dislikcd and securc thl 
one he favored. 

'th.-If 1.lJC 1 i;..:ht of ,:electing' a culler is giHn to the party requiring his servicl'o 
w(lulll it nut gire t.he l'ul!cr all intne;.;!. iu favol'ill;; his cllIployer, or what sufficient E:d'e 
)..:lwI'd IYvuld exi-t fur the \;uycr :--1 :-houlll <iay S,) deeilk.lly; and the only safegtnrd fo 
the buyer would bl' 11;:-; lie: lit to call a ~lll'n:y, 

Sih.-Vu y"u ~:f'l':·tI\·l' of th~ princil:l; til' t11e L\\\' which makcs the measuring au« 
cull:ng (,I' ti1~lb0:thruu~h the Supe.i\,j:"ttr':; Oillee cOllJpulsl,ry; and state your reasons fo 
yuur ,\11;,\','\:1: :-. c-, lH,,-,au~e, 1 tlJ[I.J~ tlWI"C would be curllc~., disputes betwcen the buye 
aud oellel', Ii th-:e wa~: no (hs"ltl'rl'~t0,l p.uty or 1118:1i,lm !',)l' e . .:tablishing the contents 0 
a l"a1"1 01' I, ,t 01' Iu III bel'. 

fhh,-Vu y '1.1 con,iclll' tIle l'h,n~l'.~ fur ll1c.l~llI'ing timber e"ec~,i\'e ?-I do co ,side 
t.he tlJarg1·s (')0 lllgb. 

lUth.:-~\dc yuu. a.ware of the l.)ll~ot :-,y:-'l'1Il haviug' I'c,cn illtl'udu.'l',l by the SupervisOl 
;'llll wb!. IS Y"liI" l'l,IllJOIl lot 11:-; adoptlllll '(--Y ,';';; alJd l l'l'lil'Ye it \l"lIuld o'i,e eutire ::;ati! 
be,j,m tral'\"lry l(lvlrof'ju"til'l' in the hlU,l)I~]":r.ll\':, ii' it \1".1; Dot for the fa~t, thatthel'e an 
(In tlJf~ 1,,,1, 21'lIlC Illl'JUJ!" kut ("ull .. '1":-;, "hom no 0110 h~L\'il;o a l',ltt tl) measure wishes to l'tl 
the l'ir,l,: o/' drawill,:": hy 1);LlI'lt . 

.:'Ill'. Charlton attond.:;cl :md .answered t,) the following questions :_ 
ht.--Are yuu connectcu WIth the lumber (ralle, and \vith what particular brJnch 7-

1 am with overy branch. 
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2nd.-Are you acquainted with the existing system of 1llea"!urinO' and culIinO' lumber 
and do you consider it satisfactory? If not, ill what respect is it unsatisfactory ?~I do DO~ 
consider it satisfactory, there being so many incompetent persons on the present culler:;' 
Jist. _ 

3rd.-What changes would you suggest in the system ?-I would like to see the 
offire put entirely in the hands of the Supervisor, giving him full power to select his 
cullers and staff, and to suspend or dismiss thcm. 

4th.-Do you consider it desirable that the Cullers' Office should continue to be under 
the management of the Crown La~d Department; and if not, for what re~S('1l 7-No, I think 
that the office should be altogether under the Supervisor of Cullers, too much politic,d 
influence being brought to bear on the appointment of cullers, in conscq uence Jf which it 
frequently happens that incompetent n:en are appointed. 

5th,-Have you had occatiion in your experi,:nce to require surveys upon cullers' 
measurement, and with what result ?-I have had TL'ason, but have nevet' put it in force, 
knowing it would be perfectly useless under the existing syctem. 

6th.-Is the present system of rotat.ion practieally carried out, (If is it generally 
evaded, and how ?-No, it is not; every culler knows when his tum eornes OD, aud thcre
fore can retain a requisi. ion till his turn arri vee:. 

7th-If the right of selecting a culler i,~ given to the party requiring his scrvic('s, 
would it not give the culler an intere:-t in favorin~ his employer, or what sufficient safe
guard would exist for the buyer ?-A competent Board of Survey, and the desire that a 
culler would have to maintain his l'l putation. 

8th.-Do you approve of the principle of the law which makes the measuring anu 
culling of timber compulsory, and state your rcasons for yeur answer 7-1 do approve of 
the principle of the law making the measuring and culling of timber, &c., through the 
Supervisor's Office1 compulsory, because I think, if the law was properly carried out" both 
buyer and seller would gct every justice done them, 

9th.-Do you consider the charge3 for mcasurin.~ timber excessive ?-I do, both a; 
regards square timber, masts and spars, and could te reduced one-fourth the present fees. 

lOth.-Are you aware of the ballot system having been introduced by the Supervisor, 
and what is your opiniJn of its adoption ?-I am not aware of the ballot system having 
been introduced, and therefore cannot offer any opinion. 

Mt'. Poitras laid before the COnlmittee hi3 answers to the following ({uu3tiol1s ;
lst.-Al·e you connected with the lumber trade, and with what particular branch ?

I h1ve been connected with the lumber trade for the past thirty-seven years. 1\1y first fi\Te 
years were in the character of an apprentice-culler, in all the branchcs of ~he said lum,t)Cr 
trade; the remainder has beell past in connection with the manufactul'lng. meaSUTlng, 
culling, assortinO' puttit:lO' in shippino. orJer overhaulinO', counting and classifying the said 
lumber. ~'o ~, 0 

2nd,-Are you aClquainted with the existing system of me.as~riDg an~ c,ulling lumber, 
and do you consider it satisfactory? If not, in what respect IS It unsatisfactory ?-Y cs, 
and I consider the present system very unsatisfactory. Firstly, the w~nt of a propel' a~,j 
thorough organization in the Department of Cullers and Clerks. CorruptlOll has 80 crept In 

of late that th':l rotation system has been only in theory, and not at all properly acted uP.on, 
and the present system of survey is beioO' in the hands of the cullers, a perfect absurd tty. 
Secondly, thcre arc a number' of' culle~s attached to the Office, whvlly unqual.ified as 
regards jnillrment and discipline, to the prejudice of thc.pr?per performance of their duty 
in me'18uring, culling and assorting the different .des?l'lptt.)ns of our lumber. I woul~ 
recommend :I Board of Examiners for the examlllat~on of eac~ c~lICl', as respects hiS 
fitness aDII qu::t1ific:ltion to perform the rcspunsible dutICS and obhgatlOns he 0w:es to bn.yer 
and seller. Said Board to bc cOlDpo::;ed of the Board of Surveyors (as defin~d lD t.he th.Ird 
clause of my third answer), two cullers of whatever depar~mellt the apphcant IS belDg 
examined for one lumberman, oue merchant and the SupervIs71'· F' I . ddt 

3rd.-What changes would you. suggest in the sys\em d:: f~lsil~e:~ o;~i:~:p::t
Superv~sor of (Jullers, responsible t~ ~:e Uovernmest fO~d~ Ie a reduction of one-third of 
ant duhes, and giving heavy secuntlCs thereon

b
, ~~o ~~ient to carryon the business 

the present staff of cullers, which would then e qUl e su 



30 

-~====~====~~====== 

of the tl';IJe. Thin!.ly, a Board ot' illliep,"n,1.:~IlL ~~ul'l'l!'yur,~) cOillp(Jsoll of three select and 
able n,l'll, duly (iU,IJificli in dl the braudJl's I)!' ell," IUlJlb~r tr,111c, one to be named by the 
Buar'] IIf '1'r:1'le at (ltlaw;l, 0110 by the Q,l,J,ec Board of 1'rade, and one by the Government, 
these SurvI:yors t,) Itr,l,] ~lH\'L'y:i, aid [I) dlccille ,,11 "i"pute,' that might ari~; lL,twecu bayer 
aUlI ,;ell,"r. - Fourthly, ~h,)uld ai. any time any of thl: cull,;rd have had three surveys 
durinl)" one season, Lis n:llllc to be erased for c';I~r froill the Supcrvi:'llr'H Jist, as being 
i<)tally unqu:lililll; also, at any time, if a culki' be founu at work while under the 
illfluence of ECiuor, fur the first offence to 11).''" his juiJ, for the :-c(:ond to be struck off the 
list fur three '\,\'131;:, ;Illd fur th,' third his n;Ll].e t.o Le erased from the li~t entirely. Fifthly, 
,\, large 1'\,U'11 :-lll,ul,ll,,! proy\tlnl jlJ the buildin:::: of tll l; UC!n!tllil:lJt of the Supervisor for 
the l,ur!"",;c at' cuut:iuilJ;~:t, lilml;y; s~kct b'wl-; on ulelJ~nr:ltiJn. &(~, al;.;", with all the 
most modnll ill~tllll<J(>llts for nll'~lsuriL~, :md n. f,.w I'il!ces of e~1\'h 1J..:,cription of lumber for 
the 1'1I1'j111~t: I}f tl!l'ti:lg the illl;tiitieatiOis of th,) }uulIg lllCI! 'rho are a~)1) ,t to becollle appli
cauts io1' (·xa:uiuatioll, unu il shoulu b:.: wade a llu,) flJr tho morc expericnced cullers to 
give p1'ublems to aud oC(':I:,iou:tl iy (:;ay three tillll':' a ";('l,k) exallline the apprentice eullcrs 
ill the establi"!:lIlcl:t, there],y cldtiyuting a L~;I\) to improve theltJ:"'!v"<, and ultimately 
raise tLe ::;(audurd of qualiti~ati'}11 iu the whole i)"lly to a hi~hd' murk tILtIl it woul,] other
\, i:'e obtain, ~ixthly, the SUI'l'ryisor :-h,)l\l,l adopt a llJ,::(,urin:.!' liDL' lUitde of metal, 
comen-hat similar to it ::;urH'yur':; chain, :;" with the l'rc,o"llt moJe the ordinary linen tape
line is ;;pt to <::Ilve discrepauei,..-; and tliC'l'utc-; 1wtween buyers a!J:.l ;.<::11e1'.3, which would 
nut ari..;e \\'('1'e tIle p1'opl)~e(1 impl(,,,,,'(l ;]IC;ISlln:s ;Lllopteu I(Ii' use. Scn::ltI11:;, it \\,-,ul ,] also 
h;; n:!'y L1e.,irahle that p~:rticular care be takell in ~i'l'ibill;2: or markin~ thl.' (imb':r, as it is 
,[, t~1e utlllll.,t ill1l,,-,l'talJce that culler" should, ou mcasurill~ luml)>?r, c:ark it iu the most 
IccciL,lc ma[}uer. 

.. .J th - DJ y,m consider it the; 1':11)1e that the C nl krs' Office ~houlJ l'lill t:n ue to be under 
thc cV!Jtrol .. 1' thc CIU\lil Land Jicp:t1tlucnt; nnll if not, 1'111' Wh:lt rea~,m ?-Yes, I do 
COll.';.\ l' ihat (It,~, II\I(.'tie:'] \,;lIrkill~ of th,. CIl!!lr~' Office shoul,1 ]" l""r"'""tly independent 
uf' thc' maDn:'~tCillcnt aUlI ir'.'I; frolll the conu ... l,.!!' th8 Ur,)Wll Laud Dep:lrtIIH.::tt ; a., it is, the 
:-'upervisor i~ aud k:Ci ]",'11 tl' a !-:Tl'at l'xt.ut pre\'cutell from properly di~cll:lr,,-':n~ his duty, 
hayill:';' La ('\lil,I,,) 1:IIUn;; Hnll cl,'rk~, just as sent to him, V;1H'l'l'a~ if he Lau the full c,m
tr01 of his ofiic'c staH, :wu wa.',: j'lcspull"ii)\(' tl) the UU\'(,l'lllll\.'nt fur t 11" i,loper \\' 'rking thereof, 
he wI'uld iu it bdtL'i' manuer c>r:-:lllizl~' tl.e officu, allli a.- (bl~ plcyil)u-; SlTervis':lr dil! at the 
IIr:.:;mizatiull of the ll"j'artlucut, ,~,i';e Illllr\) ;.::eu,T:d s:lt::;fattioll t,) the tr:::.l,':lt !arcl', and 
vcry probably Callel! are, CLlUC to proceed frum tb' wurkill~ thelcof, instclJ of the office 
hanllj! paying eXl'C'll:il':', 

5th.-Ilave y"tl Latl uc('u:-i"1l in your eXt ericnl'c t,) rCliuire ::;Ul'\'l'Y:'; UP'.>;I the eullel's 
lllea~urcment, ;liJd "itlt what n'~ult?-:\,(lt 1,cill;':: uireC'tly a lll:lIlUfaeUrL'l', I have never 
been ulI,ler th;· neccosily uf e,tllill':; a surVl'y, alth"I1:~h 1"hay,' wry frc:[Il<.::;tly witncEsed 
tlll'lll; but I COIl.·i,kr the l'l'esc:nt ;':;st';m of conduding lhl'lll a~ most :tl}:,lwl aud un:,atis
faet,:,!,Y, a" ti,e nlll, r5 ~tr(', lIu<in existing arrullc:cment:", cho"cn a-' j llJ:':l''; or surveyors, 
CJ.DlIut b:; called djl'iDt(';",~tcll parl;I'';, seeing th:lt the l,'erson 'dl"IS'~ cuI Ii ","': ur measuring 
they surHY, lll;l} in jl;,'; turn, ll'():~.i)']} the lIl'xt d:l'y) be ~c1t:d('d tLl hl,l·l ~'lr\,(,y on their 
wo:k. 

li[11.--1" tIt'" present ~j'<telll of rotati,)11 lll'aclically carried l'Ut. or is it generally 
evaucu, anu llUw ?-Th," pr(~ellt "y::'I'~lII of l'ut:lti"lI i::" I consi,]er, a pcrfeet ~halll and much 
a1)1l.-1:'1. In lln:,'f the lilliI'," III i'I'I'Ul'l' :In hOlle,'t aUl! f'i:ithl'ul rotatiull. the maul1"'l'mentshoulc1 
lJU left elltirely ill the kl'llls oftlll! ;:l1l"'l'Ii'llr, he 1)I'IIl,c: 1lOUllLl Ullll,,\, a s.)I'-'~l1 n:lth to do 
ju::'lly in the matter, au'] Ilvlle of Iti" statI to Ll' I'cl'I;1itt,.',1 to ~I'C the list. The rotation 
sj'CikUl W:I::' wel; alid I'I";l,.'l'ly :\l1il1illish'r,'u j,'y (h,: fUl'lw:r Supel'\'i~"r, au,l I see no reason 
why, unul!1' ~h," J;)ll',l;lJilJ!,; 1'Illposcd ~y~[l'lIl, till' 1"'":"'111 ~:llr':rvisor shuuld not be able to 
ueal (:(1ua11y JUst. ", \l'dl tU\\'.lru, the lllallUL~dul'lr al:l! lllc')l'llant 1\0-1 t,,\\,:I\JS thi' cullers in 
his "~l~L" whllse Cil1~lUUll'llt'l w,Julll hy thi,~ plan be !Dore lClually ,jiyi,!cJ than at present. 

I t~l.-If ~he rIght lit ;;;clectin~ a cullcr i:< :~i\'l'1l tl) the: party \L'iuirillg his scnie(';;, 
,\,,'u:.tlu It nl)t 'pvc the 1'1I1ld' ,Ill illtl'l'l"t, in i':t\·UI'IIl.'; his cmployer, or what sufficient safe
guard w?~ld l'xi~"t for th,) buy,'l' (-~it) ll"'.ll,t, human nature has its "e Ik points, but a. 
BO:lnl ot m,],.p,;ndcnt ~11l'\'I'yl,r~, ''lith the I'L,tali11l :'YC[I'lll as before tlcseribcll, would in my 
opinion be a i'llili<:i,;nt 8aj':'.'~11:\nl hi j",th lmyn au:: seller. The ~ystCl1l of independent 
c'.lllers ~ouhl lll)t iu my llplll ill'l work rtt all ~ilti~f:\ctl)\'ily ; it woulu open too wide a field for 
corruptlOn. 
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8tb.-Do you approve of the pri~ciple of the law which makes the measurin'" and 
culling of timber through .tl:e Supervisor's Office compulsory; and state your reaso~s for 
your a~swer. ?-In lllJ:' opl1ll~n the m:mufacturer of. lumber should ha~e the privilege of 
exportlDg hIS productIOns without compulsory culhng ty thc SuperVIsor's culler, but it 
should be measured, aDd not only counted, ,'lI<l propcl' returns of the same should be 
recorded. by the Sur~l"\'i~or's officers. All timber solJ in this market 01' elsewhere, for 
exportatlOn or otherwise, should be lJE:I,urt,,1 by the Supervisor. 

9th.-Do you consider the chJ.r~,.s for Ineasll.ring timber excessive ?-The department 
of the Cullers' Office shnuld do the bn~inl"~s of the offi·:~,' 1Vilh tw,)-thircb their present staff 
which reduction would naturally cl~3.blc a similar rc~uct j:ou i~ the present tariff of charges~ 

10th.~Are yo~ ~w:lre .(~t the o<\l.l,)t ~yst;lIl h:w; II:? bl'('11 In.tr~duced by the. Supervisor, 
and what IS your oplUlOn ot Its ar1optlO.n t~l c;;;~ I unUIlr"t'J')lllt nad been put In operation 
last fall, and caused a great deal of elis catisfactwn alU()Il(!st the culleri'. However, I must 
state that. I am not an admirer of the ballot sy~(alU. I cOilsidcr the rotation system, faith
fully: c?,rrI~d ~ut a:'l r described in my reply til th~ sixth qne,.,tion, .to be the best .node of 
obtal~I~g JustICe. The ballo.t-l~ox could hJ carne,.l all more eqUItably to all concerned 
than It IS a~ present" by rl'strlclLDg the 11ll1')llUt of timber to be culled by each culler in hi.3 
turn to, say, not more than one hunch'eel t:IOI1.-anrl feet, and so on in proportion for other 
descriptions of lumber; but the workin~ of thlS would be a.ttended by so many drawback~, 
that I must say I prercr the l',)tltion ~y;t'-'ll a~ airea,ly Pl'opo""l by me. 

Mr. Quirck was called in and examined. 
1st.-Are you connected with the 11ll11bJl' tracl<;) , :tllcl with wllat plrticular branch ?

I am an overseer of lumbGl' of all kinds coming into the p,~rt, of (2uebec, for l\Iessrs. D. V. 
Young & 00., and have bGen connected with the tradc for o,er twenty years. 

2nd and 3rd.-Are you acquainted with the exi,-;ting system of mea~uring and culling 
lumber, and do you consider it satisf<lctory? If unt, in what l'C'spect ig it unsatisfactory; 
and what changes would you sugge"t in the systel!l ?-The only alteration I would 
suggest with regard to that is, tbot in waney timber the buyer or ~t;llcl" should have the 
right of having it measured by Either string or calliper. 

4th.-Do you consider it desirable that the Oullers' Office ~houlLI cuntiuue to be undcr 
the management of the Crown Land Department; aULI if not, for what l"'c:LOOIl ?-I cou3illcl' 
that the Supervisor of Cullers' Office should be independent of' the (~rown Land Depart
ment to a certain extent but with rerrard to the man!1gcment of the Office, the Super,i;;or 
should have the full co~trol. From om) knowledge and experience of the trade, when it 
was so managed, it gave general satisfaction; under the existing state of things, I considt'r 
the Supervisor has not that power for the efficient working of the Dl!p clrtIl1cnt, a~ nnuy 
incompetent men are forced upon him, over whom he has no control. 

5th.-Have you had occasion in your experience t~) call survc:;:" upon th3 cul,,",r,,' 
measurement and with what result ?-I have had ocea:OlOn to call for two sur,ey,~, and 
in .both case; the parties purchasing found the timbO" over-measured by the ('ll11er.s. 
With regard to surveys, I would suggest that four days bo allowed to pass before ;,Ul'I'('Y 1:> 

called, as the present time is too short. . . . . 
6th.-Is the present system of rotatio~ pr~ctlc~lly carl'led. out, or IS It gcn'~rally 

evaded, and how? _ The rotation system, as It eXIst1J, 19 only nommaJ, and has done m0rc 
to bring disrepute upon the Supervisor's Office than anything that I am aware of. I would 
recommend a more eompetent cla.ss of men as cullers than those now in offic~, and that 
every culler should have his fair share of the earnings of t:lC Department, but at the ~allle 
~ime keeping in view that t~ose men should be able and e~mpetent to diilchar~e the duti"il 
Imposed on them. I would also recommend that many of the cullers now JU tht' office 

should be superannuated. . . . . . . 
7th.-Ifthe ri"'ht ofselectino- a culler 1S given to a p:l.\'ty requIrIng IllS serVIces, would 

it not give the culler an interest in favoring his emp!oyer, or what sufficien,t safeguard 
would exist for the buyer ?-An independent Board ot :Sul'vey; such Board of Survey to .be 
appointed by the Board of Trade of Ottawa, the Board of Trade of Quebec, and an umplI'e 
appointed by the Government· and this Board to be entirely ul1connected from the f:luper
visor's Office. :md that each ~ember of the Board should be men thoroughly conversant 
with the trad~, as regards shipping and manufiJ,cturing, and that have themselves been 
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cullers or connected with the trade sufficiently to know the duties of cuBers. They should 
also b; connected with the Board of Examiners, before whom all applicants for commis
sions as liccnsed cullers. Under this head I wouid also recommend that applicants should 
serve an apprenticeship of three or four years in a shipping-boom, ~nd .he ~hall .receive 
written recommendations from his employers to that effect, also keepmg m VIew hIS capa
bilities and moral character. 

8th.-Do YJU approve of the principle of the law which makes the measuring and 
culling of lumber through the Supervisor's Office compulsory; and st~te y.our reasons for 
your answer 7-I consider that. all timber, masts and spars, and everythlllg III the shape of 
lumber, should pass through the Supervisor's Office, and the system of counting off deals, 
as now practised, should be done away with. .. . . 

9th.-Do you consider th~ charges for measur~ng tImber excessI.ve 7-I conslde~ the 
charges upon spruce and red pme spars, of fifteen lIlehes and u?der, IS o::1e-half too .hlgh; 
and on masts and spars of fifteen inches and upwards for red pme, and twenty-two mches 
and upwards fur white pine, is one-fourth too high_ The charges upon spruce deals, 
according to their intrinsic value, is tno high. 

10th.-Are you aware of the ballot systam having .been introduced by the ~upervisor, 
and what is your opinion of it9 adoption ?-I c,msider either the baUnt or rot:l.tion system, 
or any other, the judicious and most impartial system of carrying out the working of the 
Office, so long as every man is eflually competent. 

The Comittee then adjourned. 

The Committee met. 
Present: 

71[1'. Currier, 
Illr. F. Jones (~ol'th Leeds), 
::\Ir. Poupore, 

FEBRUARY 24th, 1865. 

Mr. Wright, 
}Ir. Dunsford. 

;\Jr. Stubi)s was called in, and answered to the followin,:; q llestions :-
1st.-Are you connected with the lumber trade, and with what particular branch?

I have been eng:I::;(',1 ill Lhe manufacture and bringing to market of square red and white 
piGe timber for the last thirt.y Y('ars. 

~nd.-./l..l'(! you acqu:linted with the existiug system of me (.'lUring and eullin~ lumber, 
an!I do you consider it satisfactory? If IlJt, in whatre-pect is it unsatisfactory ?-l'heobject 
of the Cullers' Bill being evidcndy intended to give the entire and true cnbic:ll contents of 
timh(,r, I think that the fraetioual parts of the inch in girth and the fraetionai parts of the 
foot in length, should be measnred and allowed tIte prollucer. The half-inch and half
fact should at least be measurcd and accounted fvl'. l)i~regarJing these fractional part.s 
~uhjects the manufact.urer to a 103s of about seven per centulll, and gives the lumber 
merchant ~. profit of'the same percent.age in the market" of Great Britain, where the proper 
means are taken in order to :1scertain the entire cubical contents. 

3rd.-'\Yhat changes wonld you f'U~ge2t in thc i'yRtl'!ll ?-This quest.ion is answered 
in my allswers to the others. 

-lth.-Do you consider it de~irahle that the Cullers' Office shoull! continue to be under 
the management of the Crown J~and Dep:lftmcnt; and if not, for what reason ?-In my 
opin ion thc Supervisor's Office shoulll be entirely out of the COil trol of the Dep:lI"tment of 
Crown Lands. Therc should be no interference whatever, excepting in so far as may be 
I1cce~stlry for the Crown Land Department in the eoUectin~ of Crown dues. It cannot 
re:l'ionably be supposed that any official in the Crown L:lDd Department should be compe
tent to didat~ t~l~ dntie~ of the S~pervisor .. Besidcs, if the-Supcrvisor was to fecI the 
whole ~'esponslblhty of hIS office restIng upon lumself alone, I am convinced that the duties 
wo?ld I~ every respect be more efficiently and economically discharged. and much more 
s~tlsfactlOn thus afforded the trade. . 

5th.-Have yo~ had occasion, in your experience, to rcquire surveys upon cullel's' 
l11easuremcn~, ancI With. wh~t resul~ ?-l have nevcl' had a survey, but have been, never
tl!eles~, con.slJel'a~ly dissalIsfi~d With the measurement of some of my rafts. Ft'om the 
dl.ssab:>factIOn. w]uch I s~w eVInced by many who called surveys, and ending as they did, 
WIthout affordmg the demed redress, I was constrained to adopt the expedient of evading 
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The cost of survey is considerable, and unless thc measurement be palpably very wrong ~ 
person would not be warranted or safe in calling one, , 

6th.-ls the present system of rotation practically carried out or is it O'enerally 
evaded, and how? -The sYiltem of rotation is not generally c:l\"rieu out. ' It is easil~ evaded 
by the combination of the lu~berer with the c,uller fo~ whom he may have a preference. 
~he cull,ers seem to know qUite well when .t~elf ,turD: IS at ~a,n~, and give the necessary 
IUformatIOn to the lumberer, who defers pu.tmg m his reqUIsition for measurement until 
the culler of his choice is next ,upon ~he li~t. This has been ~ore especially practised of 
late years, Under the former SuperVIsor, It was much more dIfficult to evade rotation. 

7th.-1f the right of selecting a culler i;;! given to the party requirinO' his service,; 
,;,ould it not give the culler an interest in favoring his employer, or what ~ufficient safe~ 
guard would exist for the buyer ?--Granting the right to the owner of timber to select a 
culler should not operate as a means of his favoring the party so selecting him. The class 
of men who, in my opinion, should constitute a staff of cullers (equal in every respect to 
the honest and emcient discharge of their duties), would not be actuated from any ~uch 
cause to measure unfairly between the buyer and seller, merely because selected by the 
latter, Instead, however, of continuing the present system of calling surveys upou rafts 
unsatisfactorily mea:mred, there should be a s':parate Board of Survey composed of three 
competent and respectable men of known iJtegrity, to whom special reference woulll be 
submitted of all matters of dispute in measurelllC'ut. The Board should also be required 
to examine all the cullers applying for admi'Hion to the office. Iu order to render this 
Board of Survey satistactory, generally, it w.luld appeal' Je.-;iralJle that the buyer and seller 
as well al! the Governmer..t should each be \·ntitlcll to the selection of:l member eomposiug 
it, which would, of course, be done through t hi, Boards of Tr::de of Qu~bec and U ttawa on 
tbe part of the buyer and selJer. 

8th.-Do you approve of the principle of the law which lllakes the measuring and 
culling of timber through the Supervisor':.; Office compulsory; and, state your reasonH for 
your answer ?--I do approve of the principle !II' the law. Previously to the enactment of' the 
Cullers' Bill, when the Quebec merchants had their own cullcL~ elig:lged by the F:.tr, 
there was the most unblushiDO' "chiselling" pl'll'dratcd upon the IUlllbertlJeu without any 
means of redress. 'Vith the present system of' mcasuremc u t, under the su p(:I'Yision 01' the 
Government, the door is not open to such wholesale f'rawb. Hc,.;idcs, if for no Letter 
reason, I think that all lumber should undergo thc supervision ~nd meamrement ot' ~he 
Office, in order that the Government should be afforded a COllveDient means of collectll1l,; 
the Crown dues. 

9th.-Do you think the charges for measuring tim~cr exce,sive ~-I do considcr 
them excessive. If the Supervisor'H Offiee was managed With prudence and econollly, the 
charges might be reduccd twenty-fiye to thirty per cent. ~VIth. regard to the expe.n~e 
attendant UPO!! the measurement; it must bc obvious tlJat ~t Will hear great reducllOn, 
when it is known that each of the cullers obtain their whole mCOllie of the year, say trom 
twel,e hundred to sixteen hundred dollars, for about one ll~onth's work. This is o~ing of 
course to their being entirely too many cnllers admitted to .the office, and the carr1lDg, out 
the system of rotation affording as it does to each one a fall' amount of' compensatIOn tor 11 

year for the actull ser~ices of only about twenty-.five ?r twenty-six day;;!' work. The other 
expenses of the Office, such as accountants, speCificatIOn. clerks, ,~essen~ers, &c., &c:, are 
no doubt excessive to a degree, and must requir,c "~eedmg. out. I thmk that P?rtlOn of 
the work cODsistincr of the making out of speCificatIOns, llilght. to advantage be gIven cut 
on contract and effect a considerable savino, Or, if not done lD that manner, the clerks 
engaged fo; the purpose should be paid at the rate of' so much per thousand feet, inskad 
of by the season or day 

lOth,-Are you a~are of the ballot system having be~n int~oduced ~y the Supervisor, 
and what is your opinion of its adoption ?-I heard of the mtroductlOn of the ballot 
system last summer but do not know how it was found to work. It should not, however, 
~e competent for the Supervisor to tamper with .the l~w in introducing '~new-fangled" 
Ideas of his own, He should study to perform hiS duties as ably as pOSSible, agreeably 
with the law, but not to try any new experiments, 

5 
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~===========================~ 

FEBRUARY 28th, 1865. 
1.'he Committee met. 

Present: 

W. P. Powell, Esq., Chairman; 
Hon. 1\11'. Chas. Alleyn, Mr. J. W. Dunsford, 
Mr. Alonzo Wright, .Mr. F. Jones (North Leeds). 

Mr. Spellce was called in, and answcred to the followillg questions;-
lsr,.-Arc you acquainted with thc timbrr trade, [:ncl with what ~ar~icular br?-nch.~

Yes, but principally with the measuremcnt of square timber a~d furlllshI~o specIfi:atlOcs 
of the samc, huyin:.; bccn some years cngagQd in such occupatIOn by leadlllg lllen In the 
trade. 

~I!d.-JJ" JOu consider the present system of measuring timber satisfc.ctory? If not, 
ill what respect is it unsatisfactory ?-It is not satisfactory to the scHer in giving. the true 
contents. III DIy opinion, in order to give the truc contL'llt:-;, :llld at the same tIme .save 
the trouble of the fractional calculations, the proper way would be, when the fractional 
part it; nille-twelfths and over, to allow a full inch in ~irth, or foot in length, and when 
under nine-twelfths to disallow it; for instance, a piece of timber, say seventy-five feet 
deve: II iudlc;o in Ie:;,; th, so.venteen and eleven-twelfths hy ci;.:htccn and eleyen-twelfths is 
uow measured as seventy-five feet, seventec:u b) Li;,;htccn inches, being a loss on the true 
contents of neurly twellty-two feet. 1.'he proposed arrangelllent would, 1 think, cqualiza the 
fractiollal parts aud save much labor. 

3rd.-1I0 you consider it important that cullers sboultl po"se.'s certain educational 
requirements, and what is your opinion of the rotati0ll system ?-In my opinion the class 
of persons employed as cullers should possess more than ordinary intelligence and judg
ment, able to read and write well, and generally qualifietl with a fair education. The pre
sent rotation !'y~tem, I believe, causes BlUch di~satisbcLion, and is easily evadcd. 

-!th.-What ch,wges would you suggest iu the Sy"t2lll ?-I belic,e that if a superior 
class ot' nll~l1 were employed, at a salary, a great reduction in tLc working expenses could be 
dfected ; such men should possess the qualifications ncee~,ary to be also cmployed in the 
Office, w hell Dot engaged measuring. 

5th.-'Vhat ti:lle do you consider is required to mC1sure off, with two assistants, a 
raft of white tlnd reel pine, containing say 100,000 fcd ? -1 ha,c frequently measured a 
raft of white and reell,ine of about One hundred thousand fect, and furnished a correct 
specification of the same, in two days. 

Gth.-Fur what purpose were you employed t,) fumish such specifications ?-Fre
'fuently to furward to Quebec in advance of thc timlJer, :,Iso to bc used as a check on the 
)"esul ts of the official measurement at Quebec. 

7th.-Do you consider the charges for measuring timber exccssive ?-Yes, and am of 
opiuion that a reduction of t,,:enty-five per cent. could be made by employing only a suffi· 
Clent staff of cullers and offiCIals properly qualificd, at a fair f!alary, leaving a surplus to 
pay expenses of au independent Board of Survey. In this I hayc allowed a wide margin to 
provide for all cOlJtiD~cncies. 

8th -What staff of cu~lcrs would you consider sufficicnt, if constantly employed, and 
what aliount. should be consldered a fair salary ?-I consider that twenty, for square timber, 
masts aud spars j ten for deals, &c., and eight for f't:lV('f;, would be sufficient aud admit of a 
great part of their time being also employed at m1tkin<' specifications in the office. This 
would make a total of say thirty-cight which, at a sala~y of cin'ht hundred dollars would 
only be thirty thousand. four hundrcd dollars, whereas the :.Jl~ount paid to culJer~ alone, 
last ycar, amounted to sIxty:h~o thousand onc1mndrcd and sixty-three dollar,;. I think 
that a sllJalier aud more dlJclCnt number of clcrks in the office would n'et thl'ouO'h the 
work morc.~ati:,ract()rily to the p~bli(', ~'1I.(1 shoul(l be as lib(Tally paid :.1~ first or ~econd 
class clerk III :il:y other hranch of till' clvll ~el'\'ie,'. 

9th.-Ts it. Y':)\1:" opirion that it w"uld be kueli.:·ial to tll(' (r;.tde to h:1\'e a classificatiou 
oftilU1Jl'r at this'port?-:-II~ HI)' oiJinion it woulll bc an impurtant benefit to the trane, aud 
wuu.ld tend .lUUCh to ral"C It );1 .• t. c coufiJenec of purChaSl'l"S in the European markets, 
h~~lllg all tuuber lC'l!;ally cla,,:J!lcd as of first, I"ceond, and third quality. It would also be 
of Incalculable benefit to foreIgn purchasers and strauO'ers visitiuO' this market and would 
greatly tend in establishing and elevating the charact~r of our C~nadian pine. I 
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1O.th.-Do you consider the office now occupied as Supervisor's Office suitable and 
convement ?-No, the office should be more conveniently located; tbe present otlices tire 
altogether too small and cO.ntracted, badly ventilated and lighted, an I without proper sures 
or v[ ults for the safe-kcepmg of records. From the imporrancc of this office to the staple 
trade of the province, it ougbt to be only second to the Custom House. I would snO'O'est 
more c~pacious .o!fices. '1'hat a room should be provided for the convenience of the t~~de, 
also. smtable w~ltmg rooms for the cullers, as the general appearance of the present office 
dUring the bmnness season detaches greatly from its dignity, as an important public ofiicl) 
of the Crown. 

11th:-:-What is your opinion of the ballot system, as compared with that of rotation?
In my OPIDl0!1 the ballo~ SystCl? is. much more unsatisfitCtory than that of Iotation when 
properly carned out, beSIdes bclO.s Illegal and contrary to law; and under the circuUJstances 
an unjust action, causing great dissatisfact.ion among: the cullers anel the trade; l,S 1'0: 
instance, by th~ ballot system, the most imbecile and incompetent cullers may be drawn 
for the measunng of the largest and most importunt rafts, and the iutelligent and well 
qualified culler be drawn for the smallest and least import.ant lot3. I believe both ~ystems 
bad) so long as there are so mauy unfit for duty, at any time, on the list; the only rcmedy 
being employment of a select and ably qualified staff, being comtantly employed as calaried 
officers, and which, as I ha\"e shewn in answcr to question number ei~ht, ",ould (·ffoct a 
saving of son: e thirty thomand dollars. ~ 

Mr. O'Connor was called in, and answered to the following qucst:ol1s :-
1st.-Are you connected with the lumber trade, and with what particular brandl ?-. 

I have been connected with the tilllber branch of the lumber trade for the It.;t twenty-seven 
years. 

2nd.-Are you acquaiutc(l with the existing system of measuring and cuIIin~ 
timber, and do you consiucr it satisfactory? If not, in what respect is it llll-;"tis
factory ?-I am acquainted wi' h the existing ~.Ftem of measuring timber. iJul1illg tilllbn i::: 
rarely practised by publi0 culler;~ or III ea.'mre I'''' , anr! I am (,f opinion that it ";u'ely 
gives satisfaction cither to buyer or :'ol1er. 'fhe time occupied in measuring i.... in 
general too little to (,l1surc correctncss; the object of the culler being more t,l return as 
quickly as pCrssible to the Supervisor"; Office, so as to have his name ph/ed a;..::ai II VlI the 
list for another" re:juisition," than to devote sufficient time and attenti'll to a~eerbil\ the 
correct dimensions of the timher. Buyers of timber complain that the pl'e~elJt ~}RtellJ or 
"measuring off" subjects them to paying for" cracks," " shakes," and rotten bnUR," 
which are palpably evident to the llleasurer and .which he lllust know will ellt.ail heavy los;; 
on the party who may becollle the buyer of the timber. The method ofmeclSUl"lIlg" "wanry 
timber is absurd, as it is imp(l:,:~ihle to sell this timber until it has undergone a Ilew measure-
ment, by what is called the stri Il;.!: lllethod. . 

3rd.-What chan O'eR would you surro,pst in the system 7- 'fhe measurer.3 of tJlubcr, 
that is to say, if the p~esent institution ~f Supervisor and public measurers is tv be main
tainpd, should be exclusivoly epmined and li~ensed .by a Board. cO.mposed of persons who 
are engaged in manufacturing wood-goods, or III buymg and shIppmg the same; f:1Y, that 
half should be nominated by the B'Janl of Trade of Ottawa, and the other half by the 
Board of Trade of Quebec: and it should be obligatory that all measurers and cullers, 
before presenting themselvcs to be examined and licen~ed by the said ~oard, should have 
been employed in some private timbcr shipping estabhshment for a penod of five years at 
least. 

4th.-Do you consider it de;,;irablc that the Cullers' Office should continue to be under 
. h ? I . the. management of the Crown Land Department; If not, for .w at. reason .- t IS very 

deSIrable that the Supervisor of Cullers' Offiee should be entirely wdependent and frec 
from the control of the Crown Land Department. It ~s owin~. to the ~xist.inr; con~exion 
that the Supervisor of' Cullers' Office is overrun With pohtlca~ nomlllees (both III the 
cullers' and specification clerks' branches), persons generally believed to be lllcapable ?f 
pr?perly filling the positions they occupy, and who would .hardl!," fin·l el~ploYll1e~t lD 

pnvatc timber establishments in the Port of Quebec. It IS owmg to tIllS undeSIrable 
connexion that the S'lpervisor has descended from being thc arbitrator an~ detcrmi?er 
between buyer and seller (when Gase~ of unsatisfactory measurement, &c., anse), to bemg 
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a EOrt of under clerk or deJ-endent of the Commissioner of Crown Land.3. I have heard it 
stated that questions which should have been decided promptly by the Supervisor, in what 
may be called his judicial capacity, have frequentl! been re~erred to the Crown Land 
Department, thereby causing unnecessary and sometImes vexat~ous :Jclays. The O~ce of 
:-Iupervisor is thus shorn of a large amount of that respect whICh It would otherwise be 
cntitled to. 

fith.- Ha\'e you had occasion in your experience to require surveys upon the culler'd 
mcasurcment, and with what result ?-In general, the tradc look upon surveys as fallacious, 
\lot that there is no occusiou for them, as the Surveyors, from the fact of their being 
cullers and measurers themselves, in the e!llployment lit' the Supervisor, invariably sustain 
the parly ngainst whosc measurement the complaint is lo~ged; bt'sides, th? time allowed 
within which an objection can be made is absurd. I beheve the law, as It now stands, 
:llIow" bnt forty-cight hours, and every man conversant -with the trade knows it may be 
wel,ks or months b~forc an opportunity arises to dispose ofaraft of timber, and it is generally 
3t that time that an exception is taken agaiLl~t thf:l measurement To show how little 
confidence can be placed in surveys a~ lately cO[Jducted, I take the liberty of stating a case 
that C:lme under my own observation last summer :--A raft of timber had been measured 
by 011\' of the Supervisor's cullers; the owners were dissatisfied with the measurement and 
delllandc,l a survcy; the Sur,eyors fiJUntl tbat onc-half the measurements were erroneous, 
yet the majority of the Surveyors (two) decided" tbat the parties complainin!.! had not 
8uffieicnt cause," the remaining Suneyor dissented in this opinion, " inasmuch as that 
they fiJUlld from ten to twelve pieces of timber, iu each crib surveyed, wrongly measured, 
and in consequence they were obliged t.o alter the dimension,; marked thereon." (1 may 
hl'rl' state that a crib of pine timber generally cOll~i,'its of sixteen to eighteen pieces.) The 
OWIJ!!r" were inf(lrmed by the Supervi~ur accordingly, that they ~hould pay the cost of 
turvey, forty-two dollars, in a,ldition to the original co~t of measurement. As a further 
l,roo1' of the unsoundness of the system, in the ca::-e stated, a brother-ia-bw of the man 
:'gaill::-t whose measurement the complaint w~s laid, was actual!y appointed to be one of 
the Surveyors, and I need h"rdly state that he ~Io,sed o,er his relative's blunders. III 
:: IlUt her ('a:'(', t he house 1 represent had to allow the ~um of two hundred dollar~ as compen
s::tioll to a purchaser, because the culler had made a return of "TNl pille" when he should 
ha\'\~ ::;tated that it was" leltita P ill I' ," and there is no rcdres~ to be obtained, a~ the elTJr 
was not detected within the forty-eight hours after measurement. It is quite a common 
thiug fur allowances to be made of fiftcen hundred to two thousand feet and upwards on a 
raft of timber, b:,cause th,_' purchasers haye no confidence in certain cullers' measurements. 
The only way to ensure propel' surveys is to appoint a J;u:ud of Experts (that is to say, 
composed of experienced measurers and cullers), Cll tircly independen t of the Supervisor's 
Offiei', to perform !,;uch duti('~, and I believe that three or four pel'f'ons would be quite 
enuu,dl to perform the functions of the Board. 

6th.-ls the rotation system practically carriell out, or is it ;.:cnerally evaded, and 
how?-The cullers themselves ha\'e violated the rotation "y~tem hundreds of times. A 
culler knows the time when his name will rome up first on the list, and havinO" obtained a 
... r~quisition" from t~lC owner of a r!ln, or lot of lumber, he sends in the requi~ition at the 
cfltlCalll~Omep.t, obtains the measurIng of the coveted raft, and defeats the law. I believe 
th?t l.ate la~t autumu another system was introdllced by the Supervisor, something on the 
prlllcipie of the ballot; but I cannot take upon me to S:l'y how it has worked. However, 
under thc prc~ellt system, it is Ycry rare that the purchaser can exerC'i~e any influence in 
selecting the mea:;urer or culler. 

7t.h.-If ~he right of selee~ing a ct~ller is !;'i\"l'1I .to the party requiring his sen-ices, 
would It not gl~e the culler an lutere:-;t 10 f~,onn!!; IllS cmployer; or what sufficient safe
guard would eXist for the buyer ?-If the r1O"ht of selectinO" a culler is o-ivcn to the party .. h' . I d 0 0 b 
requlflng IS servlCe~, apprehell that the culler 1('(lIrld have an intt'rest in favorino- his 
e.mployer (and this obtains to a g.l"cat extent, as may be perceived by my answer nu~ber 
SIX), and no safcguard would eXist for the buyer. It is true, that in seasons when the 
Port of Quebec is overstocked with timber, the buyer will shun all rafts which have been 
measured by men of whose honesty or abilities he entertains a doubt· but in seasons when 
timber is in limited supply, the buyer will suffer; , 

8th.-Do you approve of the principle of the law which makes the measuring and 
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culling of timber throu~h the Supervisor's Office compulsory; and state your reasons for 
your an'>wer ?-If efficIent ~easures and c~llers can be obtained in the way pointer! out in 
answer nnmber t~ree, and If the SupervIsor be made independent of the Crown Land 
Department, and If the mcasurers and cullers be held responsible for their actions no 
matter when they may be called in question; I think that it would be desirable to have 
lumber measured or culled "by authority," otherwise it had better be left to private 
arrangement between buyer and seller . 

.9th.-Do you consider the c~largc~ for measuri~g and cul}ing timbrr excessive ?-l do 
consIder the charges .ror ~easurIng tImber eXC~SSlve, espeCially as the duty is not per
formed to general satisfactIOn. The staff of cullers kept up is entirely too large' they 
are not employed at work one-sixth of their time, so that it is evident the work co~ld be 
doue by fewer hand.>, and would require less money to be raised in charges. 

10th.:-Are yo';! ~ware.~f the ba~lot system ~avin~ been introduced by the Supervisor, 
and what IS your oplUlon of Its adoptIOn ?-1 beheye that the ballot system has been intro
duced, and I have heard that the cullers are not contentild with it. If the cullers were 
uniformally competent to t.he. faithful di~charge of their duties, no doubt the ballot system 
would work well; but, as It 13 generally conceded that many of them are not competent to 
the faithful and proper discharge of their duties, neither the rotation nor the ballot system 
will cure the cvil. 

Mr. John 'fhompson laid before the Committee hi!:! answers to the written questions 
submitted to him :-

Ist.--Are you connected with the lumber trade, and with what particular branch ?-
1 have, for many years past, been engaged in the deal trade. 

2nd.-:\re you acquainted with the existing system of measurement nnd culling 
lumber, and do you consiJer it satisfadory? If not, in what respect is it unsatiOifactory r 
-I cannot speak from practical experience of the working of the existing- Rystem of mea
suring timber under the Supervisor of Cullers. I believe it is unsatisfactory, \lIvre parti. 
eularly in respect of surveys. 

3rd.-"\Vhat changes would you suggest in the system ?-I would recommend the 
appointment of a paid Hoard of Surveyor,;, cOIllPosed of men of high character ~ucl ability. 

-It.h.-Do you consider it desirable that the Cullers' Ofiee should contwue to be 
under the m1l1a"eUlent of the Crown Laud Deplrtment, and if not, for what reason ?-I 
consider it desi~\ble that the Culler;3' Office should not contin ue to be under the manage
ment of the Crown Land Department, as I am not aware of :1Oy good or sufficient reason 
for its being under such management. . ' , 

5th.-Ihve you had occa8ion, in your expenence, to require surveys upon cullers 
measurements, aDd with what rcsults ?-I have not. 

6th.-Is the present ~y~tem of rotation practica~ly carried out, or is it generally 
evaded, and how ?-I believe it is very generally evadea by the measurer and the pcrson 
requiring his services. . . . . . . 

7th.-If the riO'ht of ~eleetiog a culler IS given to the party requIrlof!; hiS serncc~, 
would it not (.ivc th~ culler an interest in favuring his employer; or what sufficient safe
guarJ would ~xist for the buyer ?-It might have the effect apprehended, but the safe
guards would be to have Ilone but efficient and honest measurers, and above them an 

efficient Board of Surveyors. .' . . 
8th.-Do you ap~')foye of the pnnclple of the law wInch makes the measunng and 

eullillg of timber through the f'upervisor's Office compulsory;. and, state your reasons .for 
your anRwer ?--I am opposed to the enactment of any law whICh would make the cullIng 
of timber, or any ot.her article of trade, c~mpulsory!. . 

9th.-Do you consider the charges f?r meaSUring tlm?er exc~sslve ?-Not being in 
the t;quare timber trade I do not fccl qualtfied to answer thIS questIOn. 

1\1 l". Robert Hamilton laid before the Committee his answers to the written questions 

submitted to him :-
lst.--Are you connected with the lumber trade, and with what particular branch ?-

I am engaged in the d$lal tl'<!de. . . . ' . 
2nd.-Are you acquainted with the eXIstmg system of measurIng and cullIng timber, 
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and do you consider it satisfactory? If not, in what respect is it unsatisfactorY?-1 
cannot "peak from practic~l experjence of the wiJ~king. of. the exis.ting' system of.measuri~g 
timber undrr the SupervIsor of Cullers. I beheve lt IS unsatIsfactory, partlCularly In 

respect of surveys. 
31'd.-What changes would you suggest in the system ?--I would suggest the appoint

ment of a paid Board of Surveyors, composed of men of high character. J consider it 
very injudicious that one timber measurer should sit in judgment on the work done by his 
cOl/ji·ere. . 

-!th.-Do you consider it desirable that the Cullers' Office should continue to be under 
the management of the Crown Land Department, and if not, for what rrason ?-I considel' 
it desirable that the Cullers' Office should not continue to be under the llIanagementof the 
Crown Land Depart.ment. I am ignorant of any good and sufficient reaSOlt lor its being 
under such management. 

5th.--Have you had occasion in your experieo:Je to require surveys upon the culler's 
llleasurement, and with what result ?-I have not. 

6th.--Is thc present r>ystem of rotation practically carried out, 01' is it generally 
evaded, and how ?-I believe that it is not practically carried out, but that it is generally 
evaded by an understanding between the measurer anu the person requiring his services, 
that the latter will wait till it is the turn, by rotation, for the former to be employed. 

7th.-If the right of selecting a culler is given to the party r.::quiring his services, 
would it not give the culler an interest in favoring his employer, or what sufficient safe
guard would exist for the buyer ?-It might have the effect apprehended; it is indeed a 
hard matter to prevent fraud. The best safegnard would be to have none but efficient 
and honest measurers, and abo,e them, to have an efficient and honest Board of Surveyors. 

Sth.-Do you approve of the principle of the law which makes the measuring al;d 
culling of timber through the Supervisor's Office compulsory; and, state your reasons for 
your answer ?--I am strongly opposed to the enactment of any law which would make the 
culling of timber, or of any other article of trade, compulsory; the le~s interference, betwecn 
huyer and scller, the better for them both; and trade ought not to be hampered by any 
requirements which arc not of unquestionable nccessity. If a manufacturer has acquired, 
for the article which he makes, a high character, by the careful and steady a!Osorting of it, 
which he has pursued during a long course of years, where would be the policy or jU3tice 
of depriving him of that high charactcr, by rendering it compulsory in him to have his 
lllanufacture culled by any particular set of men, or in othel' words, withurawinO' it from 
his control in the culling and assorting of it ? ~ 

9th.-Do you consider the charges for measuring timber excessive ?--Not being 
engaged in the :;(iuare timber trade, I do not fecI competent to answer this question. 

10th.::-Are yo~ ~ware ~f the bal,lot system havi 19 been introduced by the Supervisor, 
and what IS your oplDlOn of Its adoptlOn ?-I have heard of the introduction of the ballot 
syst.em, and unles~ the measurcrs were all equally honest and competent (which they are 
not, and arc not likely to be), I would no more approve of balloting fer a measurer than 
for a doctor. 

The Committee met. 

W. F. 
Hon. 1\1r. O. Alleyn, 
1\1r. Geo. Jackson, 

Present: 

Powell, Esq., Chairman; 
~Ir. Geo. Irvine. 

MARCil 1:st, 1865. 

Mr. Quinn, Supervisor, attended and gave his answers to the following questions :_ 
1st. -How lon.g have you ~eld the office of Supervisor of Cullers, and are you practi

cally conversant WIth the cullIng and mea?urernent of timber in this and the European 
~narkets ?-Alm.ost t~n years. I am. practIcally conversant with the culling and measur
lUg of lumber I~ tIllS market! hav!ng been actively and continuously engaged in the 
lumber trade dUrIng the last tlurty-mne years. I have also some knowledO'e of the cullinO' 
and mcas~ring of lumber in ~he Euro~ean m~rkets, having officially visit~d the principal 
places of Import and export lD the UDlted KlDgdom and on the continent. 
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. 2nd.-What are, in your.o,PlOlOn, the qualifications that should be required of a 
hcensed culler ?-I am of oplOlOn that he should possess a knowledO'e of readino- and 
writing, a thorough knowledge of arithmetic, including vulo-ur and deci~al fractionst> and 
the extracti.on of th.e square root; and that he should be suffi~iently well skilled and p;actiJ 

cally acquamted .wlth the lumber trade of this Province to cull and measure square, roun,1, 
waney and flat timber, and masts, spars, oars, bowsprit~, handspikes, deals, boards, lath
wood and staves . 

. 3rct-Are we then to understand that the license should only be given to those 
quahfied to act for the four braLches into which cullers are now divided?-Yes, with 
regard to all new applicants. 

4th.-Why not, then, to those already licensed 1-1 think th:1t in the ca"c of those 
already holding licenses, it would be unjust to deprive them of them. 

5th.-Are we then to understand, that though you consider a licenscd culler should be 
skilled in all branches of culling, and no license in future should be granted but to such, 
that. you would continue all the present cullers employed in the Office, though not liccnsod 
for the four bl'c..nch,::o ?-1 cannot lmswer that question regarding thc employment of 
cuJle~'s; what I mean to say is this, that I do not want to deprive them of their license, 
whetheremplo'yod in the office or not; my object in saying this is, that I have heard frequent 
complaints from tbe trade, that the qualifications were too low, allil as there arc now 
BuffiL:ient cullers to dl) the work, it i" the time to raise the qnestiou of qualification: should 
they be efficient in all the 1ranches, a fewer num1er would be able to perform the duty, 
as they could then execute an order in any branch. 

6th.-You say the trade wish a higher standard fur c1IlIors, and therefore that all 
licensed cullers should 1e qualified for the four branches. Explaiu how a knowled~e of' 
oars, deals and staves would better qualify a man to cull masts or square t.imbcr [-I only 
consider it one m:tn's work, and a reasonable apprenticeship will ,[ualify him for the S:l1llL'. 

7th.-Could a culler be well qualified to cull masts or ~'[u:lre timber, without beiug 
at all qualifi<'d I,) cull deals, oars, or staves ?-lIe might. 

8th.-IIave not cullcrs, now employed in your office, applied for liccn~l~s for mo((' tb:m 
one branch, to the Board of Examiners, of which you are a member, anu been lei'u.,<)d ?
I cannot remember any particular case, but such mip.ht h:lVC uccurred. 

9th.-'Vhere cullers, already commissioned, are manifestly incompetent, either from 
want of education, intemperate habits or otherwise, do you think thcy ,hould still be C"ll' 
tinued as cullers ?-1 should say not. . 

10th--1s it not within your knowledge that there are cullers who have been comml~-
sioned, during the P:lst season, that arc so disqualified ?-1 know that thlTC arc ~Ulll:~ of 
whom I have reason to believe have becn drinking very hard; but as a bl)lly, I ("1I1J~lflcr 
them to be as well-conducted as any other class of men. 'rhe~e are some Ill~'~l W~lO II:lYf~ 
very poor education, and at the time they were licensed, educatlOn, as a l[UallficatlOn, was 
not required. 

llth.-1n the event of a remodelling of the Supervisor'~ Dep;lrtment, \i"unl,l you 
consider it ccsirable that all cullers, to be elllployeu in the future, sh~uld have ~Il tit.J I[ ua
lifications you have enumerated ?-No; that i.t should only apply to future .:lj'l'llC';IBl.'. 

12th.--Would you suggest any changes III the pre!'lent mode ?fmeasul'lug: IUlI!.',,·r, that 
would enable the quantity to be more fully arl'lve~ at; ::nd If ~o, pa~tlc~lal'lz:, ;,IH:h 

chanrres 'f-'rhe modes of measurino- lumber at present lU usc, UL the i:il1lJCn'l~'H" s OOll:IJ, arc 
suffi~iently correct for all practicalOpurposes, excepting s.tandard st;wes, ~?ich should be 
subject to the same modes of measurement as 'Vest Ind.l<t .:,;klve:, ... l'rl)~l"llllJ ~hou.IJ a~so 
be made for the measurinO' of crown staves and furmshlllg speclficatlOns thercl)t; With 
reference to waney timber, that the Order in' Council should be h'g-:tlizell an,l pruvision 
made for cullin'" timber of that description. . 

13th.-Al~ not the fractional parts omitted in mcasuring till~bel', anll .do you Cl)lh](L~r 
this fair to the seller? _ Y es so 10nO' as it is uniform anri all partIe" c:tl'l'Y It out • , b . l. • , 

14th.-Then you thiok if it was uniform to take o~ two or tbre~ Incucs III tIle ~([11are, 
it would make no difference ?-Not a bit, as all these thlllg3 find their level. 

15th.-Do you consider it fair to the sellflr tha~ the f~'actional part'! ~houl(l not be 
included in the measurement of square timber ?-ThlS practICe has bee~ ~ollowed f?r all 
the time that I have been acquainted with the trade, and I am of 0pUllon that tImber 
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measured off in the raft, is liable to barely hold out the measurement even with this 
allowance. 

16th.-The law provides that in mea!Juring off timber in the raft or otherwise, the 
full cubic contents should be given; is this done at present, or are the fractional parts 
allowed ?-No fractional part of a foot in the length, or fractional parIs of an iuch in girth 
are taken into account. 

17th.-Are you aware that in Great Britain the full contents are allowed, resulting in 
an advantage to the buyer, varying from seven to ten per cent ?-In some ports in Great 
Britain, it is not uniformly the case; in some places it is; for instance the import of Cana
dian wood into Liverpool, during one year, would barely hold out the Quebec measurement; 
if anything happens between here and Liverpool, they knock it off. 

lSth.-Do you consider it desirable that it should be made compulsory that all lumber 
shipped for exportatic.n from all ports in this Province, should be either culled, counted, 
or measured; and if so, state your reasons ?-I do; the exemption clause in the present 
Act leads to much abuse; its repeal w01!lld tend to make the statistics of the trade more 
reliable, to prevent illegal shipments of lumber purchased from small producers, and to 
distribute the burthens and cost of the trade more generally .. In the first four pnges of 
my report above cited, I have more fully treated of this subject. 

19th.-l'ou are aware that large quantities have been shipped at Quebec, by the 
manufacturers, without having passed through the Supervisor's Office; will you stale in 
what manner the Crown dues were collected on this lumber ?-I believe the dues were 
paid on measurements, furnished by the shippers, and verified on oath. 

20th.-Do you consider that the charges for measuring lumber are e:x:cessin, and if 
so, in what way would you recoustruct the scale? -I do not consider the present tariff 
excessive, with the exception of measuring off masts and spars. I beg to refer you to 
tables C and D, of my report to the Honorable Commissiocer of Crown Lands, dated 
December 23rd, 1864. 

~lst.-What is tho average number of days that a culler is empluyed during the 
se:lwn, and what were the highest and lowest sums respectively paid t.-. any culler during 
the season ?-During the season of 1864, the average number of' days' work iu each depalt
ment wns, about, as follows:-

SCluare timber and masts ........... : ..................... .. 
Deals, boards, &..: ............................................ . 

;}~ daj s each culler. 
1 ~O " " 

Staves .......................................................... . 160 I, 

'The higllC'i't sum paid was ~eventeen hundred and twenty-seven uullars, the lowest 
five hUlidred and twenty-seven. In this latter statement I do not include the supernu
meraries, and those cullers who were suspended during the year. 

~~ud.-What time do you consider necessary to measure off a raft uf, Eay, one hundred 
aUlI twenty thousand feet of' whit.e pine, or say fifteen hundred pieces, uveracrinO" about 
..:igbty loot, and how long to make the "peeification, and what would be the pr~po~tionato 
aDlount charged for each service, measuring anu specification, according to present tariff?
A bou t oue day and a half wi th oue culler and two assi~tall Is to measure. The specifica
tion would take two.dnys! the measuring- would be niucty-t111"ec dollars and seventy-five 
ccnts, and the speclficatlOn fOl'ty-tLn'c dollars and :-;l'vl'llty-fi\,c cents. Total cba1'O'e one 
hundred and thirty. seven dollars and fifty cents.' 0 , 

~3rd.-When doos the season of the employment of cullers cOlllmence, nomi nally as 
well as actually ?-TLo first of May we generally get them to sign a book binding them
~c.IYl':-: to work all tho season, that is, to tho close of navigation. There is not a great deal 
(If work hefore the first of June generally. The busy season is from the first of June till 
the first of' October, the great bulk of the work being done in June, July and August. 

~..t.th.-Do you consider that tho cullers were sufficiently paid for their services last 
season ?-I would say if it was evenly divided, they were' but some received too much 
and others too little. Each square timber culler is obliged'to be at an expense averagin~ 
twohllndred dollars. 

2;,th.-How many cullers o.f square timber and masts werc employed last season? 
Whut 'Ya'! the ~verage amount paId to each; and what were the highest and lowest sums 
respectIvely paId to one culler of square timber ?-Forty-six cullers of square timber, and 
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of th~Be three are culle.rs of masts. The average sum paid to each was seven bundred and nInety-one dollars eIghty cents. The highest sum paid was seventeen hundred and twenty-seven dollars twenty cents, and the lowest was five hundred and twenty-nine dollars. 
26th.-In your opini?n, are ~here not more cuBers than the trade requi, es ?-I think there are on the square timber hst at present about forty-five and 1 think that twenty would be sufficient. ' 
27th.-Have you not stated in your report that the number of souare timber cullers could be ~educed from forty. five to twenty, and if the fees accruing lrom the work done was suffiClent to pay forty-fiye, would it not be excessive if divided amon,~st twenty?Twenty cullers would, I thInk, be sufficient. The original intention of the Act was to have first·class n:en, ~he best in the trade; this is not now the ease, owing to the pIau adopted of shovwg In more cullers then are sufficient, thereby reducing the earnings of each respectively. First-class men can earn higher sala.ries from private merchants, and that is the cause of the Office being run down, so that the cullers in it are third· rate men. There are, of course, exceptions, as I only speak of them in a general way. 1 do not think the fees would be excessive, if divided amongst twenty first-class meD. 28th.-Last year there were forty-six cullers of square timber and masts who received seven hundred and ninety-one dollars on an a.erage, for thirty·two days' work; this would give to each, if there were but twenty, seventeen hundred and eighty-one dollars. Do you think this would be excessive or not ?-I do not think this would be excessive, taking into consideration their increased expenses. 
29th.-Of what would those increased expenses consist ?-Bcing constantly employed, and having more wages to pay their boys. 
30th.-How many boys does a culler employ, and does he employ them as he gets a job ?-Generally two, sometimes only one, but in that case he takes the length of the timber himself. The cullers of timber are those only ubliged to employ assistants. Slst.-What is this profession of a culler? Do those entering it serve for a number of years without pay, or is the profession composed of men who have acquired their knowledge working about booms for wages, and generally among8t timber?-I have never known any apprentice without being paid. Almost all the culJers are those of the latter class, who have acquired their knowledge working about booms. 32nd.-Were not the cullers' fees increased twenty-five per cent. in 18;j~, by an Urder in Council, and was not the measurement as satisfactory before this increase as since~Yes, I believe they were about the same. 
33rd.-In your report to the Commissioner of Crown Lands, do you not recon~m~nd that fifteen per cent. of the cullers' fees should be set apart for the purpose of penslODlng ofFa number of those whom you regard as incompetent from various causes ?-1 do not know that I call any of them incompetent, but I did recommend that the Govern?r in Council should pension off a certain number of the cullers, and fifteen per cent. of the cullers' fees should be set apart to create the fund. 34th.-Do you not think that taking the cullers 38 a class, eight hu~dre~ dollar~ a-year clear would be ample remuDeration for them for the season ?-I thlllk it woulu be fai: on a~ average, it being perhaps well to have cullers classified, some less, some 

more. 
35th.-Are you aware that many of the cullers have other occupations, a~d obtain other ~mployment during the winter season ?-:1 am aware t~at some ~f them obtam.emplo.yment In winter being engaoed up the country III the lumbenng establIshments. A few ot them have far~s; I know ~f fifteen or twenty. The culler is quite free in winter, and many 

of them make pretty well.. . 36th.-What is the reason that the number employed is so much 111 exce's to the number required ?-Chiefly owing to the fact of the O~ce bein~ under the lllan?f!;ement of the Crown Land Department who in some cases, appolllt cullert! when not req Ulred. , , d D . 37th.-Has it been the custom with the Crown Lan epartment to appolllt new cullers without first obtaining information from you as to whether they were required or 
not ?-Yes. 

38th.-State the cases in which cullers have been appointed without your recommen-dation ?-1 cannot now remember all the cases, and to detail them would necessitate the 
6 
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reading of ten years' correspondence of my office; but a few notable cases were those of 
Robert Russel, Jean' Bornais, George Donaghue and G. Philbert, John Miller, George 
Miller and Michael Kelly; the latter four were appointed during my absence in Europe. 

39th.-Do you consider it advisable to allow parties to select their own cullers, 
provided such cullers were duly licensed, and compelled to make their returns to your 
OfficE', whence the specifications should issue? If not, point out your objections to it?
At present all cullers are duly licensed. I do not consider it P!oper that either buyer or 
seller should have the selection of the culler. That system eXIsted formerly, and led to 
such abuses and collusion between the culler and those employing him, that specifications, 
based upon the measurements of duly licensed cullers, fell into disrepute. The system 
was abolishcd at the desire and after much complaint on the part of the manufacturers. 
The culler should be kept independent of both buyer and seller. If the culler knows 
that getting employment depends ou thc favor in which he is held by the parties putting 
in requisitions, or requiring his services, there is every reason to fear that the old abuses 
anu accusations of partiality will revive. 

40th.--Do you consider it desirable that the Supervisor's Office should continue to 
be under the management of the Crown Land Department; and if not, state your reasons? 
-I believe that the general sentiment of th3 trade favors its being disconnected from the 
Department, and I coincide therein, provided the change be accompanied with the legisla
tive amendments and enactments, or their equivalents, rccommended in my report to the 
Crown Land Department. 

41st.-Havc you changed the system of selection of cullers by substitution of ballot 
to the rotation system? If so, when ?-During last September a system of ballot was 
adopted t() re~ulate the rotation of the cullers attached to my office. 

42nd.-What were your reasons for so doing ?-l'o regulate the rotation of the 
cullers, with a view to the better equalization of their earnings. 

43rd.-State under what authority you have so cha1ilged ?-I made the change under 
thc authority of the Honorable Commissioner of Crown Lands. 

44th.-If the said authority is in writing, produce it.-I herewith submit a copy of 
an official report of mine, dated August 9th, 1864, having endorsed thereon instructions 
from thc Honorable Commissioner of Crown Lands, dated 14th September of the same 
year, and having also endorsed thereon memorandums relating thereto, signeu by !\Ir. A. 
Russell, AS8ist~nt Commissioner, and Mr. P.l\I. Partridge, both dated August the fifteenth. 

45th.-Produce all the papers on the subject, and any report you have made thereon. 
-The papers on this subject are the report I have just handed in, and my general report 
to thc Department, of Deeembcr twenty-third, 1864, already in the hands of the Committee. 

46th.--Has the rotation system really had the practical effect of preven ti ng parti e s 
requiring cullers from selecting those of their own choice ?-Not previous to last Septem
ber, when, under the sanction of the Crown Land Department, a mode of regulating the 
rotation was adopted, which put an end to the evasions of the law that were previously 
practised. 

:!lth.-How long had the evasion of the law, under the violation system, exicted 
prevIOus to September last, to your knowledge ?-I had no proof of it, but had a suspicion 
of Its existence from the be~inning. 

48th.-When did you first obtain proof, and if so, in how many cases ?-I cannot say 
positively. 

49th.-Can you mention a case ?-Yes, during last season, previous to September, a 
merchant complained to me of cullers pestering him for his rafts. 

50th.-Have you heard dissatisfaction expressed with the system of rotation, and 
what was the nature of the complaint ?-I have heard general complaints for different 
reaso~s ; some complained of not getting their favorite culler, and others complained of 
collUSIOn between cullers and parties requiring their services, and from cullers who did 
not make it a practice of canvassing for rafts. 

51st.-Would the system of ballot in your opinion remedy the dissatisfaction of those 
who complain of bein~ compelled to accept the s0rvices of incompetent cullers; or, on the 
contrary, increase it ?-In my opinion, if there are such persons, the ballot would not 
remedy the evil. 

52nd.-Does statement F, attaohed to your report to the Commissioner of Crown 
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Lands, of 23rd December, 1864, show the whole staff connected with your Office?
'l'he_s~ are al~ th:t are enga~ed b~ the season or the year. We employ extra clerks in 
addltlO.n,. durmg uhe press of b~s.IDess, to make specifications, paying them from t~enty
five shIlhngs to twenty-seven shIlhngs and six-pence per thousand, and we find this the 
cheapest way of getting the work done. 

5~rd.-Are t~e du~ies of your staff continuous ?-.'I"o, noL altogether. During the 
month of May busmess IS slack, and generally in October and November there are only 
the Deputy Supervisor, the book-keeper, the cashier, and one extra hand employed for 
the winter, until the employment of Mr. Carey. 

54th.-Would it ~ot, in your opinion, be the most economical mode of getting the 
work done, to adopt thIS system altogether with respect to specifications ?-'We require a 
certain number to keep the work in order. 

55th.-Do you think that the present number could be reduced ?-I cert.ainly would 
not be for increasing them. 

56th.-It is in your evidence that a greater number of cullers than is required 
have been forced upon your department, through political and other influences? Is not this 
equally true with regard to the permanent staff of the Office, or have assistants been 
given you only as you asked for them ?-I do not think that there was more than one 
placed on the staff without my asking. I have asked for another clerk since. 

57th.-The last appointment, that of Daniel Carey, bears date 1st of October, 1864; 
did you ask his appointment; what are his dutie'3, and what was its necessity at the close 
of the season, when the business of the year had ended ?-I asked for the appointment of a 
clerk possessing more than the ordinary abilities of a Rpecification clerk, to be a general 
clerk to assist in correspondence and making up statements, and the general business of 
the Office. Those are his duties. I asked for it, I think, in August. 

58th.-At the time you already had a staff of eleven permanent clerks; is it possible 
that none of them could discharge the dutieS spoken of?-I daresay they could. The 
regular staff all have their own duties allotted thcm, and I found sueh a person was 
necessary. 

59th.-Who performed the duties of corrcspondence and statements previous to Mr. 
Carey's appointment ?-Mr. Fraser assisted me with the correspondence, but it seemed to 
me he appeared to think his own duties as book-keeper enough. 

60th.-Are there not several months in the year that 1\1r. Fraser has little to do, and 
was he, in your opinion, overworked at the time he as~istcd you, or did he ever complain 
of having too much to do ?-There are several months in the year that he has little to do. 
I thought he was overworked in some instances. He often complained that he had more 
than his own duties to perform. 

61st.-Have you ever heard that Mr. Fraser offered the Commissioner, some time 
since, that if his salary Vtas increased he would perform the Juties of book-kecper, deputy
supervisor and cashier, and could not, in your opinion, one thorough business man d? so.? 
-Never, until this morning. I think it would be too much for one man, nor do I thmk It 
would be right to do so. Perhaps one might be dispensed with, not two. 

62nd.-You have recommended a still further increase of the salaries of your staff?
I have. 

63rd.-During the last two years the contingenei~s are set down a~ ten thous)~nd 
dollars, of what do they consist ?-House rent, fuel, statIOnery, and other Items, of whIch 
I will furnish details, if required. 

64th.-In your return the expenses of your office, including staff and contingencies, 
with the Montreal brauch for the two last years, exceed an average of two hundred 
thousand dollars; is not this, in your opinion, susceptible of a large reduction ?-1 do not 
think it sU<;lceptible of any reduction.. . 

65th.-Look at the a(lcount of F. Dal:llre for measurIng the raft of Messrs. McLaren 
& Co., amounting to two hundred and fifteen dollars ninety cents, and the note at the f?ot 
saying that he got the order at six in the evening and was bac~ from Cap .R.ouge at mne 
the next morning, having performed the measurement, and .glve your opmIOn a~ to the 
charge, at the same time informing us whether Mr. F. Delane can read and wnte ?-I 
consider it was a mistake in the act, and that the charges for masts and spars were 
intended for culling them. I think if he can write, it must be very imperfectly. 
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66th.-Look at the account of Mr. A. Dorval, for measuring the raft of Mr. Walton 
Smith amountinCl" to one hundred and twenty-seven dollars forty cents, and the latter's 
eviden'ce shewino~ that the culler was only two hours' employed, and give your opinion as 
to the charge ?~ consider the tariff for measuring off masts and spars too high. . 

MARCH 3rd, 1865. 
The Committee met. 

Present; 

W. F. Powell, Esq., 
l\Ir. Wright (Ottawa County), 
Mr. D. F. Jones (South Leeds), 
Mr. J. W. Dunsford, 

~Ir. Fras(~r was called in and examined :-

Chairman; 
Hon. 1\1r. C. Alleyn, 
Mr. Geo. Irvine. 

ht.-How long have you been employed in the Supervisor of Cullers' Office, an.d in 
what capacity ?-~iuce 18H, with the exception of 184~ and 1849; the then SupervIsor, 
1\1r ~hal'plcs, reduced the establishment that year, with an understanding that I should 
return when tho business warranted. I was then specification clerk. In 1852 I became 
book· keeper. 

~1J'1.-What a,],litions have been made to the perm1nent staff of officers in the Super
visor's Office last seasou ?-Three; two specification clerks, Eugene Blondeau and Neil 
Stewhrt, and one .:!(~neral clerk, Daniel Carey. 

3r<1.-\r as there a lIe.::essity for these appointments, and for which of them ?-In .my 
opiuiou the wurk would have been done cheaper by the employment of supernumerarIes, 
who are tempurary, than by the employment of the specification clerks. There was 
certainly no necessity for the employment of the general clerk, if he has nothing more to 
do than he has dOIJc since his employment, unless it could be shown that I was incom
petent to do the duty which I had hitherto performed. 

-1t.b.-\r ere you quite willing and able to continue to do this work, or did you consider 
it a hardship from already having too much to do ?--I was quite willing to do it, and never 
in any way objected. 

5th.-Did YI)U at one time offer to perform the dutieS of Deputy Supervisor, and 
Deputy Collector of Crown Dues on timhcr, provided you got a salary commensurate with 
the work ?--The question was asked me if I was competent to the discharge of the duties, 
aDtl I ~aid T would undertake them provided the salary was a fail' one. . 

oth.-·'Vhat ruode would you advise, as the most economical, of getting the work of 
the office done ?-I would keep a superintendent of supernumerary clerks, and with the 
exccptiull of eight permanent clerks, I would employ supernumerarie" for the specification 
w"rk I thiJ:1k thi~ would effect a decided saving. 'Ye have always iound that this was 
the cheapest way 01' doing the work. 

;- t h.- j),) yon think a reduction of the permanent :--tafI of the Supervisor's Office could 
be di'L'd(·d ('"n,;ist"lltly with its efficiency ?-I think that three permanent clerks could do 
the ~'bolc wdrk ofthl' office s:J.tisf'actorily, excepting of course the specification clerks. In 
tact, ill the ],m,y i'ta;';UII, 1 have frequently done the whole of the work myself. For several 
years the policy of the office was not to fill up vacancie~, until latterly new clerks have been 
introduced. 

The Committee met. 
Present: 

W. F. Powell, Esq., 
Mr. A. Wright (Ottawa County), 
l\J I'..T 1\1. Currier. 
1\11'. D. F .• Jon(·s (South Leeds), 
Hun Mr. C. Alleyn, 
l'lr. J. W. Dupsford, 

MARCH 7th, 1865. 

Chairman: 
:Mr. F. Jones (Norlh Leeds), 
l\Ir. P. G. Huot, 
Mr. A. ~IeKellar, 
Mr. Gen. Jackson. 
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Mr. John Gilmour laid before the Oommittee his answers to the written questions 
submitted to him. 

lst.-Are you connected with the lumber trade and with what particular branch 'I
I am, as a manufacturer, shipper and dealer therein' at Quebec. 

2nd.-Are !ou ~cqua~nted with the existing system of measuring and culling lumber, 
and do you con&~der ~t sat~sfactory? If not, in what respect is it unsatisfactory ?-I am, 
and do not co~slder It f!atlsfactory in some respects, particularly in the casc of rectifying 
erroneous culhng and measurements, and determining disputes respectinO" the same. The 
objection to the present system being that one or more of the cullers themselves are the 
parties employed to decide upon the work of their associates being properly or improperly 
performed. 

3rd.-What changes would you suggest in the system ?-The changes which I would 
suggest are, that three competent men, who should be debarred from dealin!T in or beina- in 
any way ~nterested in the buying or selling of' lumber, should be app;inted to act as 
surveyors III all cases of dispute respecting the meU03urement and culling of timber, deals, 
or other lumber, and who should also form the Board of Examiners, and gr:tnt ccrtificates 
to those found properly qualified to perform the duties of cullers. or the three men, 
whom I am of opinion should be appointed to perform the services now pointed out, one 
should be named by thc Government, and one each by the Boards of Trade of Quebec and 
Ottawa, who should be paid an annual salary, and not bc employed in the mcasurement 
and culling of timber, &c., except when required to determine cases of dispute; and to 
save expenses as much as possible, the Supervisor of Oullers might, e.r-n.tJicio, act as thc 
surveyor to be named by the Government. 

4th.-Do you consider it desirable that the Cullcrs' Office should continue to be under 
the management of thp. Orown Land Department; and if not, for what reason ?-I do not; but 
on the contrary, am of opinion that the Cullers' Office should be conducted under the Super
visor's management, in the same manner as the inspection of ashes, flour, beef and pork, or 
other commodities, where the law properly leaves the control chiefly with the Boards of 
Trade. In the matter of lumber, when Government duties are payable upon the measure
ment determined by the cullers, it is doubtless necessary that this should he done in .'UL·ll :, 
manner as would effectually protect the Government against fraudulent measuremeub, anJ 
when this is accomplished, no good reason remains for the Cullers' Office being l,laced 
under the management of any department of the Government; all other cOllHi,jcration 
resting on the grounds of affording the necessary and proper facilities required !Jy tl1C 
trade, aLd at the least possible cost consistent with efficiency. And when the Supervisor 
is appointed by the Government, acting under his oath of office, and gives security for tile 
propel' performance of his duties, and the cullers likewise arc commissioned by Governmcnt, 
and are also sworn in and required to give security for the proper an!l f:tithful performan':e 
of their duties, it would seem that all requisite provisions were made to protect the revenue. 
It may be supposed that collusion between the culler, buyer and seller of lumber to 
defraud the Government might take place, but this evidently would be difficult, if not 
impossible, requiring, as it would, all the three to be parties thereto, and still there Wt)ldd 

remain the difficulty of buyer and seller settling for the lumber upon a ~\lown erronc(lus 
specification. The risk of fraudulent measurement mWit therefore be conSidered as redueell 
to the minimum, if not entirely guarded against Objections to the Culler,;' Office bcin:!," 
placed under any department of the Government are aho ur2"~.d, on the ground t'lat 
political influence may be used in the appointment of tr.e offiCIals, and many Dlore of 
thoso be retained than is requisite properly to perform the dnties required, and tllll' occa
sion an unnecessary tax on thc trade in the shape of higher charges than shoulrl be paid 
for the measurement and culling of lumber. 

5th.-Have you had occasion in your experience to re luire survey~ upon the cullrr';; 
measurement, and with what result ?-I have frequently had such occaSIOn, and generally, 
thouO"h not in all cases succeeded in having the erroneous measurements corrected; and I 
would here remark, th~t in those caseR where any culler's measuremrnt or culling has been 
found erroneous to any unjustifiable extent, that he should be suspended for one ur two 
months or longer, at the discretion of the Board of Surveyors. 

6th.-Is the present system of rotation practically carried out, or is it generally 
evaded, and how 7-1 have understood that the system of rotation required by law for the 
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employment of cullers has not been adhered to during the past season, but how this has 
been I cannot speak from my own knowledge. 

7th.-If the right of selecting a culler is givcn to the party requiring his services, 
would it not !',ive the culler an interest in favoring his employer; or, what sufficient saFe
guard would exist for the buyer ?-I am of opinion that the right of selecting a culler 
would naturalIy predispose him to favor his employer, and believe the rotation system to 
be the safest if strictly adhered to. In cases where the buyer and seller agree as to the 
~election of a culler, such selection might with advantage be allowed, as it would, in most 
instances, prevent any dispute as to the correctness of Ruch culling or measurement. 

8th.-Do you approve of the principle of the law which makes the measuring and 
culling of timber through the Supervisor's Office compulsory; and, state your reasons for 
your answer? -I am of opinion that except in the case of the bona fide manufacturer and 
shipper, the measurement of all timber through the l:)upervisor's Office should be compul
sory, though not the cullin~ thereof, except when required by the owner previous to its 
l'ale, or by the buyer and seller at time of sale, the public having no interest in enforcing 
culling- not demanded by the trade. 

9th.-Do you consider the charges for measuring timber excessive ?-I all! of opinion 
that the charges for measuring timber are much higher than nfcessary, caused principally 
from a greater number of cullers being retained than is necessary properly to perform the 
work they have to do, as it is well known that one-half, or at most, two-thirds of the 
present number arc :.Imply sufficient for the purpose, so that the present charges for 
measuring and culling might easily be reduced by one-third, were no more cullers retained 
than arc found necessary properly to perform the work required of them, while the main
tenance of any greater number becomes a tax unnecessarily and unjustly imposed upon 
the trade, of which those engaged therein have just reaSGn to complain. 

10th.-Are you aware of the introduction of the ballot system having been introduced 
by the Supervisor and what is your opinion of its adoption ?-I have been informed that the 
ballot system lIas been introduced by the Supervisor in allotting the work for the cullers to 
pf'rform, but do not approve of it, believing, as I have already stated, that the rotation 
~yst.em is the best, except when buyer and seller agree as to the selection of a culler. 

JOII~ Gn.)IOUR. 
Quebec, 7th :;\Iarch, 1865. 

The Chairman laid before the Committee his Report, and the same having been read, 
it was resolYed, on motion of Mr. McKellar, seconded by :;\11'. Currier, that the flame be 
adopted and reported to the Rome.-Carried. 

The Committe') on the Lumber Bills beg to submit to the Council of the Quebec 
Boatel of Trade the following alterations and suggestions to the :Jill of :;\1 r. Powell's, and 
to cap. 46 "f' the Consolidated Statutes of Canada :-

:Sectiuns 6 and 7 to be repealed. 
Section 8 of the said Act to be )"'pealed, aud the following substituted th~refor :_ 
" "'hcll required by the Supervisor, the Council of the Quebec Board of Trade, and 

the Othwa Board of LUllI ber Manufacturers, shall caeh respectively elect thrce persons 
practically acquainted ,vith the lumber trade, and the Supervisor shall, by an instrument 
uuder hiK hand and seal, appoint three licensed. cullers, which said persons so elected by 
the Quebec Hoard of Trade, and the Board of Lumber Manufacturers. and the three !'laid 
cullc-r~ appointed by the Supervisor, shall constitute a Board of Examiners of which 
DU:lrJ the Supervisor shall, ex-officio, be a member and chairman - and as often;s vacancies 
oc(,ur in tl~e said Board by de.ath or othcrwise, such vacancies sh~ll be filled by election in 
t h(' case 01 any of those appollltcd by the Quebec Board of Trade, or Ottawa Board of 
L~lll\cr ~ranuf~ctur~rs, and by new appointment in the case of cullers forming part of the 
~':lld ]",ard of J~xamlllers. 

/-It'ction l:!-After thc word "square" inscrt "round waney and flat." 
. ~ectio.n 14 to be al.tered as follows :-" Before receivi~g a lic~nse, such applicant i'!hall 

In,lDself, WIth two suffiCIent sureties, enter into a bond to Rer Majesty, in the penal sum 
ot four hundred dollars each for the faithful discharge of his duties, and such bond shall 
enure to the benefit, of the Supervisor of Cullers, who shall indemnify all parties for the 
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misfeasance, malefeasance or nonfeasance of such culler to the amount of such loss, provided 
the same does not exceed the amount of the bond." 

Sections 17 and 18, 1st paragraph-Strike outall the words after" office hours." 2nd. 
pa:ragraph of section 17, and the whole of section 18 to be repealed, and the following to 
be substituted therefor ;-" Any party requiring the services of a culler or cullers, shall have 
the right to select such licensed culler as he may think proper to measure such lumber, 
and for that purpose shall address a requisition to th~ Supervisor, and the Supervisor may 
dictate the number of men required to be employed under the direction of the culler so 
employed, for the expeditious culling of timber, masts, spars, deals, staves 01' other descrip. 
tions of lumber, so as to avoid unnecessary delay; and if such assistance be refused, the 
Supervisor or culler may employ the number required at the expense of the parties 
concerned. The Supervisor shall keep a record in his office of the several requisitions for 
the measuring or culling each description of lumber, and of the time at which such requi
sitions are made, and shall keep, in a conspicuous place in his office, a true and correct 
register of all the cullers in the service ot hill department, distinguishing between those 
employed and unemployed; and the Supervisor shall, whrn required, send the culler 
t;:peeified in each requision to do the measuring, culling or counting therein required, in 
any place within the Harbor of Quebec, within twelve business hours after such culler 
shall be on the unemployed list, and if there should be ~ore than one requisition for the 
same culler, then he shall be first sent to the party who has made the first application, 
provided always that the Supervisor may recall every such culler at any time, if he deems it 
necessary. " 

Section 20-Strike out the words "may withhold such specification from the parties 
in terested therein." 

Section 22, and 1st clause or paragraph-After the word "contents" insert "when 
timber is bruised, split or broken at the end or ends where holes have been bored, the 
length shall be taken from such place as shall allow for making a square butt or top as 
the case may be, after cutting off the part spoilt, bruised, broken, or bored." 

SectiJn 24, add the following clause,-" AU square timber shall be measured with the 
rod above mentionc,l, and all waney or round timber with a string round the circumference, 
ooe-fourth of which shall be taken as the side of the square." 

Section ~Ij, 5th paragraph-After " red pine" insert" tamarack." 
6th paragraph-After" basswood" insrrt " walnut." 
~~ltd paragraph-For" head-staves" read" hart-staves." 
~4th paragraph-After the word " of," in the seventh line, strike out the remainder 

of the paragraph and insert as follows :-" All staves, at the shortest, narrowest aud 
thin nest part of such stave where it does not exceed the standard length, breadth and 
thickness above provided for." 

27th paragraph-Ii Elm and red pine to be considered merchantable if nine inches 
square instead of ten." 

31st paragraph-After" birch" insert" black walnut." 
Section ~8-After the word "Supervisor" in the seventh line, page 580, insert 

" which three persons shall be independent, and not be employed by or under the control 
of the Supervisor of Cullers." 

~nd pararrraph-Instead of" two days" say" four," and after" on" in the fourth line, 
read" and af~er the ~Oth November, for transactions of the current year, and no survey 
shall be held on the culling or measnring of any lumber, the same having been culled 
or measured betweeu 20th November and 1st May." 

Section 31st to be repealed, and the following substituted :-" The tariff of fees to be 
regulated by the Board of Trade of Quebec and the Ottawa Board of Lumber l'IIanufac-
turen:." . , 

Section 38-After "culler" in first line, insert "connected with the SupervIs0 r s 
Office." . . 

With regard to section 46, the Committee do n?t agree, and suggest that thIs clause 
be considered by the Council. (SIgned,) T. H. DUN~, 

Chau1nan. 
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Moved by Mr. Grant, seconded by Mr. Garneau, That the Report be adopted as fal 
&s has been rea d.-Carried. 

The recommendation to consider clause 46 was then taken up. 
Moied by Mr. Dean, seconded by )!r. Garneau, That as the General Quarterl} 

l\1eeting of the Boud is so near at hand, and as the Lumber Act, especially the 46th 
clamic, i~ of such great, importance to the trade, the further consideration of the Act be 
postponed until the Quarterly Mecting, Wednesday next. 

Moved in amendment by Mr. Tomson, seconded by Mr. Scott, that in t,he opinion 01 
the Council, no alteration be made in clause 46 of tha Act.-Lost. 




