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AN 

ANSWER to, Yc. 

W HEN perfons in power and office have 
given offence to the people over who'm 
they are fer, by attempts to dellroy 

their privileges or other right~, and find them on 
the point of addreffing the Crown againft their 
unwarrantable proceedings; their ufual method is 
to endeavour to get the ftart of them, and publifh 
fame falfe flate of the cafe, calculated to juHify 
themfelves, and malign their opponents, in order 
to prejudice the Government, as well as the Pub­
lic, againft them, only till fuch tIme as the injured 
people have made their cate known. In which 
they propofe no farther to obtain their ends, than 
to take 'orne little revenge for their difappoint. 
merit, by vilifying the authors of it for a feafon. 

This is in reality the cafe with the author, or 
rather amhors, of a malicious pamphlet lately pub­
lilhed here, and induftriouOy propagated by the 
friends and efpoufers of the parry, in favour of 
whom the brief flatc of Penfylvania was written. 
For thofe gentlemen, finding they were not able [Q 

carry the point which they aimed at, and that [he 
a1fembly, by their meffage to the Governor, of 
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the 26th of Dec. laft, *" had come to a refoIurion 
" to addrc[s the Crown, in Cupport of their civil 
" rights and liberties," which theyefteemed to be 
greatly infringed by the Governor's refufing to ac­
cept any of the [urns offered by. them for the 
King's felvice, though tendered In the manner 
and form which had always been ufed in the pro­
vince; they refol ved to be before hand with them, 
and publifh the prefe.nt pamph]~t, full o~ invec­
tives, faHities, and l1nJl1ft refl~tbons, agamft the 
affembly and their conduct. 

The perron t who wrote the letter is very well 
known to be a Smith, a preper tool enough for the 
club who employed him: but not to enter farther 
into his charaCter (which is fa black, that were we 
to difplay it in its proper colours, it would be fuf­
ficient to difcredit his work) we fhall begin, with­
out farcher detaining the reader, and refute his af­
fertions; either from our own perfonal knowledge 
of matters, or from the tran[aCtions themfelves, 
which paft between the Governor and the affembly, 
particularly in December and 'January laft, printed 
in the PenJj1v{mia and New York Gazette. 

~ The title page has more the appearance of a 
puff, compo red of feveral falfehoods, to fet off the 
pamphlet to which it is prefixed, than any thing 
eIre: for in what part of it is the true caufe of the 
continual e1lcroachments of the French diJplay'd? 
where is the fecret defign of their late invqfiol1, and 
fettlement on the river Ohio, fet forth? {hong ex­
preffions to raife the expectations of the Public, 
without any thing of a performance like what is 
promifed. However, we may chance to fupply 

;;. See the PClify/rvallia Gaz~tte, for the .3 ~ il: of Du. 1754. 
t In a lett~r wfltten on th.ls occalion It IS fpelled par/(m. 

perhaps by mlil:ake, as a fm/er. and a fmith feem to have no 
real connection, whattver they may in a metaphorical fenre. 
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their defed:s, and fet forth the affair in a true and 
clear, not, as the letter does, in a falfe and obfcure 
light. 

Of the fame nature with the former are the words 
following, to which are annexed, An eafy plan for re­
flaring quiet in the public meaJures of that province, 
and defeating the ambitious views of the French in 
time to come. 

One would imagine that his plan was calculated to 
defeat [he defigns of theFrench, not only againft this 
province of Penfylvania, but all the other Englijh 
provinces inAmerica; and fo doubtlefs the author ,or 
authors, would have it underfiood : whereas their 
fcheme is altogether particular, and confifts folely 
in obtaining the ends which they hlve in view; 
namely, to {hip the ~akers of their righls and 
privileges, and fubmit them to the arbitrary will 
of their governors. Let us now fee whether what 
is farther declared in the tirIe be true, namely, if 
the conduft of the aJlemblies of Pen ty I vania is impar­
tially examined. 

The writer of the pamphlet begins with a very 
fallacious quefrion, as if put by his friend. Why 
we who are ejleemcd one of the richrfi colonies in A­
merica, are tbe rnofl backward in contributing to the 
defence of the Britifh dominions in theft parts? 

Penfylvania unhappily, like the reft of the colo­
nies, is divided into two parties, one for the (rue 
intereft of the province, the other againft ir. The 
Jetter writer would not be thought to be of the lat­
ter, but as he ftates the quefiion, he makes him­
felf of it, why are we the moft backward? and this 
will appear to be the truth of the cafe; altho' by 
we he doubtlefs means the oppollte party, or thofe 
of the affembly ; in which he advarces a great fal­
fity: for the affembly of Penfylvania have always 
been as forward to contribute, upon any emergency, 
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as arty of the other colonies. As a proof, in t~t 
prefent cafe, in their meffage to Govtrnor Adorrzs, 
of December 12, 1754. they declar~, '~ As we ac­
" count it our duty to do every thing In our pow. 
" er to comply with his Majefty's royal orders, 
" or that may contribute to the welfare of the 
" people we reprefent, we have chea~fully and al­
" mon unanim)uOy refolved to grant 20,000 t. 
" for the King's life." This they did in the llfu­
al manner as they have heretofore done; but the 
Governor has refufed it, on thofe terms, for rea­
fons (he author is unwilling to affign. --- The two 
O'reateft privileges under the confiitution of that 
~overnment are, the righr which the affembly have 
~o adjourn themfdves, and meet on their own ad­
lournments, and the application of all publick mo­
"ney; or, which is the fame, a right of knowing 
in what manner it is applied. The advantages of 
thefe two privileges, and how neceiTaiy they are 
to the well .. being of the colony, appears from the 
confufion and difcol~tents which fome neighbour­
ing provinces, at certain times, have laboured un­
der for want of [hem. The affemblies have been 
harraffed by their governors with tedious lenotlls 
of fitting: and it has been known, that when l~rge 
fun:s h~ve been demanded, under a pretence of ap­
plying It to the ufe of the public, the Governor., 
a~ foon as the mon~y \Vas railed, Ius put it all in 
hiS own pocket, Without applyina any of it to the: 
fervi.:e for which it was demanded. 

The Governors of Peno'h'al1lo have for fome 
time paft, been uGng their endeavours: under V.i­

r.iolls prete.ncC's, of. getting the d ifpofal of the pub­
he money IOta their own hand~, without beioa ob­
liged to give an a.ccollnt to the affembly; anlthi" 
we apprehend, wlll appear to ("very impartial per­
fan to be the true caure why the Governor has [0 

often 
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often refufed to accept the confiderable [llms lif, 
fered by the afTtmbly, though tendered in the u­
fual form, and in reality much greata than could 
reafonaqly be expected from fa Imall a fund of on­
ly 6 or 700 t. per annum, to defray all the charges 
of the Government, and other oecafions of the 
province, and efpecially as there was, at the (a me 
time, fcarce 500 t. in the treafury. This demon­
fi:races that the affembly are neither b.1ckward, nor 
fparing, in their contributions for the King's (er­
vice; and as a farcher inconteflible proof Idtewife, 
that they are not againLt the defence of their coun­
try by milit3ry methods, as the letter writer fa of­
ten falfely afTerts; they, not only in their frequent 
mefTages to the Governor, declare their readinefs 
(0 provide for the defence of the colony, bur, be­
fore they adjourned themfelves on the 3d of Janu­
ary laLl:, they ordered *" 5000 t. to be borrowed 
,~ on credit of the Houfe, to be laid 'out for pur­
" chafing frdb victuals, and fuch other necdfaries 
" as chey fhould think expedient, for the ufe of 
" the King's troops at their arrival." Purfuant to 
the inLl:ruEtions rent from hence by the Secretaries 
of State. 

The Governor, and his men, as they are called 
in Penfylvania, who have been watching all oppor~ 
tunities to compafs their ddign upon the afTembly, 
imagined that the prefent encroachments of the 
French gave them a fdir DecaGon of effecting it, 
and therefore,refol v'd to lay hold ofit. They thought 
by this means either co decoy them Ollt of [heir right 
of knowing how the public money is difpofed of, 
or elfe to force it out of their hands. They apply 
for money (0 defend the colony: the a1rembly 
readily comply upon terms conti!1ent with their 

Ii! See P,;/j1, .. G lZ. 14 ].m. 17)5. 
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rio-hts and powers, No; that won't do, fay the 
p~rty; we have you now i~ ~ cloven flick: yOIJ 

£hall either give up your pnvlleges, or be expof~d 
to the ravages of [he French; for you £hall neI­
ther defend yourfelves, nor be affifled by any pro­
vince elfe, on any other terms. Th,e clrcumfta~­
ces of this affair, I think, clearlyevmce that thiS 
is the real flare of the cafe. 

The Letter-writer, p. 4. fays, "We are now in 
" an alarming fituation: bur we have b.rought 
" the evil upon ourfelve~." He might have 
gone farther, and faid, "And we are refol~ed 
u to augment it, unltfs the a£fembly comply with 
" our expeCtations," Although he owns, that 
his party have brought th..: evil on themfelves, 
which is true enough; yet his modefty, poor 
gentleman! will not permit him to let the world 
know in what manner they brought it on them­
fdves and the whole province, \V til, to fave 
him his blufhes, 1 will venture to difclofe the fe­
eret for him. The prefent encroachments of the 
French had its rife from a flagrant piece of iniqui­
ty, in burning the houfes ot a great number of 
families, who were feetled on [he ]u1Jiatta, a 
branch of SaJquehanna river; whofe lands were not 
at [he tim~ purchafed of [he Indians by the pro­
prietor, whatever intentions he might have had 
that way. 

This unjuflifiable proceeding, in the year 1750 
or 5 I , drove near threefcore families uver to the 
French, then in the neighbourhood of the Ohio, 
where they have continued eVer fince; big with 
re[~ntmenr and revenge for [uch cruel urage, 
whIch fbocked thofe people whom we call lava­
ges : a name which more properly belonD's to fuch 
mercilefs incendiaries, fome of whom have met 

with 
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with the punilhment on orher occafions, which 
they had before deferved on that fcore. . 

This moft inhuman action, which is cried up 
as a meritorious exploit by the parry, was com­
mined by the Secretary, and other Magifrrates 
fubject to his directions, as appears from his own 
letter to the Governor, by way of journal of his 
proceedings; which on his return in rriumph from 
that glorious expedition, was printed at Philadel­
phia. This was a copy from Governor B---g's 
new way of ejetlment (as it is calJed in [he colonies) 
in North Carolina, which perhaps exceeded rhe 
original itfelf. Is it to be wondered if fuch men 
as tliefe give up the province to the Frmch, foon­
er than depart from their unwarrantable purfuirs. 

We 1hall pars over what our author fays on the 
flourifhing condition of Penfylvania, and his wife 
refleCl:ions on the nature of popular governments, 
as well as fly infinuations applied to [he ~a­
kers, that a confiiturion, although extremely pro­
per at firfr for preferving liberty and encouraging 
induftry, may at length, on the alterations of cir­
cumftances, prove prtjudicial to both: thefe things 
we leave for politicians to confider. Before we 
proceed to other faCts, however, it may be pro­
per co take notice of what he tays, in the page 
before cited, with rtf pea to the trade of Penfyl­
vania, "That from the port of Philadelphia 
" (only) at leaft 400 fail of veffels clear om an­
"nuall;:." This article requires fame kind of 
e1ucidacion, which our author, not fo much thro· 
haile, as unwillingnefs to enter into particulars, 
has omitted; for that might have led him to re­
veal certain feerers which carry no vay Llvourable 
a(peCl:, and declare, for infi:ance, how many of thofe 
veffels go annually with provifions to the Frmch 
and Spaniards in the Weft-I11dies, and how m:lOY 
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contracts and factors were kept there all the Iafl: 
war~? Likewife how fix or eight particular per.fons 
ofthe Governors party claimed an exclllfive nght 
to that trade? and why, if any body eIfe atcempt­
ed the fame, their veffels were fure to be r~ized ? 

The Letter-writer having inveighed agam(t the 
power which the Affe~bly have of ~anaging the 
public money, as a thlO~ attended w1th, very per­
nicious confequences; 1m next defign 1S to make 
it be thouaht, that this power is a kind of ufur. 
pation, bt reprefenting it as having been obtained 
in fome collufive and unwarrantable manner. 
This is evidently his meaning, p. 9' where, af­
ter telling us, that the heirs of the old pro­
prietor, after his death in 1723, being at law 
among themfelves about the government and foil, 
" Sir lVilliam Keith, who was then Governor, 
" jailing into the hands of the afi"embly, paffed a 
" Jaw, giving them the fole difpofal of all pub­
" lie money, in manifdl: contempt of all the in­
" ftrllctions of the proprietary family," 

This paragraph would inl]nuate to the world, 
that Sir William Keith, without the proprietor's 
direCtion or knowledge, for a fum of money aiven 
him by the affembly for that purpofe, paffed the 
act he mentions. This is a vtry charitable re­
fleCtion on Sir lVilliam Keith and the t:1(n aHem­
bly; but the faa: was thus: at the deat:1 of Mr. 
IVilliam Penn, the old propridor, as the writer 
calls ~irn, the province of Pen./ylvania w.as not in 
that rIch and flo'Jriihing condition which it is in 
at prefenr, or. has b~en for forne ye,\rs pan:; on 
the cont~ary, 1t Was mvdved in great l:iffieulties, 
:1n.d even reduced to a low ebb, being charged 
wah a heavy mortgage: in order therefore to 
extricate the proprietors, his heirs and difcharae 
h . C' 'b 

t e provm<i:e HOm that mortgage which was then 
threateneq 
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threatened to be foreclofed ; the ~akers, , 
refpeCted their old proprietor, as he was one of 
their perfuafion, and to prevent the government 
falling into other hands, unanimoufly joined to 
raife the fums nece{fary for that 'end, which could 
nOt be done without pailing the aCt in queftion : 
and had it not been for the ~lkers exerting 
themfelves upon that emergency, the foil and go­
vernment of that province, in all likelihood, II1Ult 
have been alienated. Bur this explanation of the 
matter the oppofice party are on this occaGon 
wi1ling to forget, though (hey have been the great­
eft benefiters by ir. 

The grievance i5, that by this aCt, the Gover­
nor, and other provincial officers, cannot have 
as exorbitant falaries as they might demand; and 
molt of them, it is well known, are never fatis­
fied; efpecially when they happen to be fuch as 
go over to retrieve a broken fortune, which has 
been too often the cafe, both in this and other 
colonies. 

The complaint is exprefTed in the next para­
graph, where the writer fay~, " The a{fembly 
" aim at rendering all fucceeding governors de­
" pendent on them; for thar now they annual­
" Iy either vote or withhold the falaries of the 
" Governor and all fuch officers, according as 
" they are or are not the creatures of the afiem. 
" bly." 

It is true, that whatever fums the a{fembly 
vore for the Governor, is a benevolence, and what 
he has no right to demand: but he may' expeCt 
a gratuity according to his behaviour; and if by 
his conduCt it appears, that he has the public in­
(erell: in view, more than his own privare, never 
fails of having a good one. Ample provifion 
li~ewife is otherwife made for him, and the reft 

of 
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of the officers of government. What propor. 
tion does the officers in the appointment of the 
afTembly, enumerated by the author of the Jeeter, 
bear to thofe in the appoimment of the Governor? 
I will an{wer: not more than ten does.to ten 
thoufand. What is the authority, profit, and 
honour of the chief juftices and ocher judges of 
the fupreme court? [he judges and magillrates of 
all the counties and courts in the province? the 
prothonotaries, atrorney-general, rangers, &c.? 
Let the balance be ftruck between the officers in 
the nomination of both parties, and fee which will 
preponderate. 

The writer next exclaims, p. 10. " That the 
" afTembly being pofTefTeu of fuch unreflrained 
u powers and privileges, feern quite intoxicated, 
" are factious, contentious, and difregard the 
" proprietors and their Governors." This is to 
be underftood, becaufe they will not divert them­
fdves of thofe powers and privileges, which they 
have purchafed in great part by their wealth, and 
furrender them up to their proprietors and their 
deputies, [0 be treated by them at difcretion. He 
adds, "Nay, they feem even to claim a kind 
~, of independency of their mother-country, de­
" fpifing the orders of the Crown, and refulin CT 

U to contribute their quota, either to t:le O'ener:t 
~~ defence of America, or that of their ow:: parti­
" cular Pi ovinc(t." 

Te latter part of. this nivective is a rep:lition 
?f the falfe alkgatlOn, refuted before, whereby 
It appears that the charge may be juftly turned 
upon thofe of. h~s party; who when [he aITembly 
would have wIllingly and largely contributed for 
the g~n~ral defence, hind.ered them from giving, 
by rerutIng to accept theIr offns, but on conditi­
ons injurious [0 the-ir rights. As for the rdt, the 
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quakers to a man throughout the province, a~e 
fo far from claiming an independency of their 
mother country, or defpifing the orders of the 
Crown, that they and every inhabitant in the 
province, fave (he party, would be glad to fee the 
government reaffumed and in the immediate pof­
feffion and appointment of the crown. 

To confirm whae he had advanced, with ref ... 
pect to the affemblies refufing to contribute to the 
general defence of the colonies; he cha~ges ~hem 
with " oppofing Governour crhomas In ralfing 
" foldiers -to fend againfl: the Spaniards in the 
" rVeft Indies, and an abfolute refural to conrri­
" bure a farthing for that fervice." 

In anfwer to this glaring inftance, as it is termed 
by the letter writer, it mull be obferved firft, that 
the Crown had made a provifion for defraying 
the expence in railing men for that expedition .. 
which rendered the affirtance of rhe affembly in 
that cafe needlefs. Secondly, there was no op­
pofirion given by the affembly to Governour 
crhomas or any body. elfe in raifing foldiers for 
that fervice, where rhe men inlifted were free and 
proper to go upon that duty. The controverfy 
was about the taking indented fervants and ap­
prentices, which mufi: be condemned as illegal: 
but fuch tyranical influence was ufed by the Go­
vernour's partly at [hat time, that the diftreffed 
were obliged to fend [0 New York, 100 miles 
diftant,_ for lawyers to fet forth their privileg-: of 
exempnon. 

Becaufe the writer does not think a fingle in­
france, tho' filCh a glaring one, fufficient to prove 
his charge, he endeavours to mulll::r up a great 
number of inn-ances, by telling us " that fince 
" that time, during the whole courfe of the late 
H war, they have often been calkd upon by the 
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"Crown and by Governour Shirley of the 
" MaiTachufets, for the expedition againft Cape 
" Breton &c." Why this et cetera? Why flop 
fhort at this inCtance? perhaps he co~ld not find 
that there was any other occafion durIng the war, 
for their being called upon. Howe.ver they were 
called upon often it feems, and fo It matters not 
in his opinion, whether it was upon feveral OC­

cafions or only upon one. It might be fuppofed 
alfo from the manner of introducing the charge 
that they never anfwered to any o~ thofe calls, 
efpecially that for Cape Breton whIch he men-
tions. 

But here we are baulked a fecond time, for in-
fiead of faying they did not anfwer to any of the 
calls, or contribute towards the war, he in effect 
acknowledges that they did anfwer to them all ; 
but would have their compliance thought no bet­
ter than a refufal, by depreciating the manner of 
doing it. "To ail which (fays he) if they have 
" at any time contributed, it has been done, in­
" direCtly, and in a manner iliamfful to that 
" rich province; fa grudgingly and in fuch fmall 
" fums, as rather to hurt than {erve the common 
" caufe." 

.Methinks the wri:er feerns much put to his 
flufts how to make Out a charge upon this' head, 
and ~om~s but lamely off in pretending that their 
contributions rather did hurt than good. 

He might be afked whether rhey diJ more 
b.ur! than good on . oecauon of t he Canada expedi­
tIOn, fet on foot Juft before the conc1ufion of the 
la~ peace, w~en they vot.ed 5000 pounds for the 
ralfing, armmg and m..11ntainin a a number of 

. b 
compames to go on that fervice, which was three 
times the num~er .rurni~ed by Virginia. But this 
and other tranlachons In f.l yuur of ~he Qllkers, 

perhaps 
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perhaps fiipt his .memory; which with perfons of 
his I:, ing turn IS commonly ihort; or eIfe he 
thought himfelf not obliged to menticn :l!1y mat­
ter which was not for his purpofe. 'Tis true 
their money on this occafion did no good to the 
public, but rather hurt to themfelves, as the ex­
pedition perhaps was never dellgned to be put in 
executiJn; or if it was did not proceed, being 
knocked in the head by the enfuing peace. 

Now methinks their contributing fo largely 
and freely to this expedition, might have atoned 
with this writer, for their feeming backwardnefs 
tQ advance a fum towards that of Cape Bretoil: 
but there was good reafon for their different be­
haviour: the Canada expedition was a promifing 
one, and afforded a very rational profpeCl: of fuc­
cefs; whereas the latter was looked on in Ame­
rica as a piece of Don Si2.!!ixotifm, and it is faid 
was carried in the alfembly of New England by 
no more chan one vote. This might well juflify 
their not contributing at firft more than mofl of 
the other provinces; tho' after it was over they 
did contribute. 

Governour Shirlty in a fpeech, obferved 
c, that fcarce {uch an inflance is to be found ill 
" hiftory;" and a cenain colonel in the expedi­
tion exprelfed himfelf thus. "If the French had 
" not given up LlJuijburg, we might have en­
" deavoured to ftorm i[ with [he fame fuccefs~ 
" as the devils might have flormed Heaven. If 
" anyone circumllance, fays Dr. DouglaJs of 
" BoJlon, had taken a wrong rum on our fide, or 
" anyone circum fiance hld not taken a wrong 
" tllrn on the French fide, the expedition mutt 
" have mifcarried with flume to our forces­
" and the people of New England from genera­
" tion to generation, would h,we curfCd the ad-

" viG:rs 
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" vifers and promoters of this anaccottntably ro/h 
, " " adventure. 

When this French American Dunkirk was given 
up, the EngliJh found 600 . r.C:'9 ulJr tro,-ps. in /?ar­
rifon with about J 300 mdma; the main dItch 
80 f;ot wide, [he ramparts 30 high, mounted 
with above 65 pieces of cannon ; the hlrbour 
mOllth defended by a battery of 30 guns 42 

pounders; and ~he iilJnd battery of a~ many 2.8 
pounders: provlficns f?r 6 ~0nths ana ammuR~­
tion fufficient. It was Imagined by fome rhat this 
place might have been taken by 1500 raw mili­
tia, and a few armed fmall crafe of Ne·7J) England; 
but Governour Shirley thought 3000 militIa and 
two 40 gun men of war much better. Very 
haFpily, bur unexpeCtedly, Sir Peter Warren with 
his (quad ron came to their affifrance, beficies other 
men of war, which greatly intimidated the 
French; who imagineu we were much fironger 
and better prepared for the liege of fuch a for~ 
trefs than we were: for our guns were bad, and 
the fcaling Ldders were tOf) ilion by ten feet; 
fo that it might well be HileJ a romantic exoedi­
tion, which fuccec ded with 10,000 to one againtl 
them: it was in this light that the Penfylvania af­
fembly, as well asalljudicio\.ls people, confidtred it. 

But to proceed, the writer continuing his 
charge, fays, p. I I. that the ~}Jkers" have not 
" been more attentive to the defence of (heir 
" own particular pruvince, than of his majefties 
" American dominions in general." After what 
ha~ been raid in the preceding article, perhaps this 
article may be true and yet no refleCtion on them: 
for if they have contributed as well for the de­
fence of t~eir own province, as they have for 
that of all In general, I iliould be apt to think 
they have not done lefs than they ought to do ; 

and 
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and it is likely they would do more for themfelves 
than for others. 

In cafe they have not fortified this province fuf­
ficiently, they have not done worre than mof\: of 
the othrr colonies: For want of proper defence 
is the general charge to which almoil: all of them 
are liable. I do not fay this as if I thought 
the ~akers excufable, in cafe they have not taken 
fufficient care for the fecuri[y of Penfylvania, be­
caufe other provinces have negleEl:ed theirs: but 
for that reaton they ought not to be charged with 
this fault as if it was peculiar to them: and, in­
deed, if any are excufabJe for fuch a negleEl:, it 
fhouJd be thofe who make it a point of con­
fcience not to bear arms; and, perhaps, was the 
power in other hands, Penfylvania would lie as 
defencelefs as it is reprefented to be in the hands 
of the ~akers ; that is, as moil: of the other pro­
vmces are. 

The letter-writer fays, they h.we but one fmall 
fortification in all Pmfylvania; and takes care to 
extol the generolity of the proprietors, in making 
them a prefent of 12 large cannon, part of the 
26 which they have mounted, and giving the gun­
ner a falary of 20 l. a year. It doubtlefs was all 

acceptable prefent: but we fhould not have won­
dered if they had built the whole fort and bellow­
ed all the cannon upon it: For, who would not 
fence and fecure a valLlable eftate, rather thall 
leave it open and expofed to be ravaged, efpecially 
when it lies in a bad neighboLlrhood? thi) chara-e, 
therefore, rho' intended againfl: the Quaker inha­
bitants, may more properly be turned againfl: [he 
proprietors. He fays, "the fan was raifed and 
" is maintained at the expence of private people." 
But he does not mention in whar manner, or by 
whom. Ie may be, for a.ny thing that appears, by 
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the very people he finds fault with a.s not havi~g 
done it. Of the firft of thofe two parnculars I wIll 
fupply the wilful defeCl:, by explain!ng in what 
manner it WJS built. The money ral[t:d for that 
ufe was by public 10: teries: and this is what the 
letter-writer ellIs being built by private people; 
As if it was done by a voluntary fubfcription of a 
few individuals. So candid and fincere is this 
author in relating his facts. But lottery, perhaps, 
is one of thofe terms which he did not care to 
make ufe of, as it might give occafion to the peo­
ple Qn this fide the water, to fee that while he is 
blaming the Quakers for fome acts of omiffion, 
there are others in Penfyh.:ania who make no fcru­
pIe of acting in open defiance of pofitive laws of 
the country . For there is one there particularly 
agJinft public lotteries: fo that this forr, however 
neceffary for the defence of the colony, was erec­
ted in an illegal manner, \vhich no friend of li­
berty can approve of. But this was dene by the 
governor's men, and that is fufficient. The ma­
nag;ers of the lotteries have fome thoufands yet'in 
theIr hands unapplied, arifing from that fame 
fund. 

To fet forth the defencelefs ftate of the coun­
try for want of forrs bv an infiance the writer , , 
tells ~lS, " that in the laft war, one of the SpaniJh 
" prIvateers came up the De!a:,;.?re \vithin a fe\v 
" miles of Philadelpbia." Now he cOllld nor 
perhaps, have, pitched on a more improper in~ 
france than thIs: for (1) from .l'v~(W Fork all the 
way to South CarolinJ. there are no fortifications 
al0ng the coafis; fo that the Penfj'I'i.·,mi,7ils in this 
re~pect are not more bbmeable than their follthern 
neIghbours, (2) the reflection falls on rr~efl ]er/cy 
as mUC~l as on Pe1~~yh.'mlia, as lying on one fi<.1-e 
of the rIver, and. thndole ('1ually concerned to 
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fecure rhe entrance of the river againft an ene­
my. (3) Philadelphia lies ISO miles from the 
fea, and the river is of very difficult navigation, 
~fpecialJy for veficls of 2 or 300 [\)n5; befides 
[0 large that the whole armada of Spain might 
have run up ;111d remrned again, unmolelled, pro­
vided tht'Y afcended no farther dtan the priva[eer 
did: for, what bm a naval force could hl}rt them 
in ar.y open bay,near 20 milts wide? 

So that in effect lhis is the part of the wiole 
province, wIth refpeCl: [Q which leaf!: danger is to 
be apprehended. If he had brought an inll:ance 
of an in\'afion by land, it might have :lx:en fome­
thing to the purpore ; and, indeed, not many 
years ago there did bappen a very terrible one in 
the weflern borders of the province, on the ]u­
niatta branch of Sufquehanna river, whae the fet­
tlements of above 60 poor t_l!r:lics were deftroyed 
by fire, and themfdves reduced to the utmoft di~ 
fhers. This was not only a glaring but ajlagrant 
infiance; however, one of this kind would noc 
have ferved his turn: for the conflagration was 
not the aCt: of an enemy, but of the governor or 
his party; an aCl: llut lefs illegal, and infinitely 
morc: detell:able than that of the lottery. 

I fay again I would not be lInderftood as if 
I exculeJ the neglect or fortifications, or thought; 
them needlefs: on d'e cuntrary I am of opinion, 
thar they are very necelI.lry for ftcurity of [he co­
lonies; and [hat forts a ght t:) be built all along 
the-ir coafts, as I~'(':l as borders, in the places moft 
expofed to th(~ invJljo~ of an enemy, either by 
fca or hnd. And a:tno' a finglc> privateer in fuch 
a rive as this might find much diincu1ry as well ;tS 

run much hazard in hoding; yt tin e\1e a defp'':'rJte 
crew of fellows fbr uld land,and venture up into [he 
C-,untTY, they migh~ do wry confick-rClbk d.:;ma~~ 

C 



r 18 1 
to the inh.lbitants; a fort therefore in the narrow­
incr of the river would be very convenient. Ie 
w~uld like-wIle be proper on fuch alarms for th.e 
people to Dlt":' .:1. prop~r ze,d ~or defence of their 
country, and fplrlt agamft the Invaders: But the 
affociarion which the author tdls llS was formed 
on this o~cdfion was a vain oftentatious piece of 
parade, fer on foot by the few to .intimida~e the 
people, and awe them at the enflllilg eletl:ion to 
c1)llfe (hem. Bdides,the proprietors themfelves,'tis 
fald, when informed of if, thought it a very un­
warranrable procfdure. \Vhac more need be [aid 
to jull:ify the behaviour of th::: Quakers, who con­
fidered it in no better a light than the proprietors? 

But it is the bLlfinefs of the letter-writer to 
condemn the ~lakers in every thing, and to miC­
reprefent the faas well known in America, in or­
der ro blacken them here: Of which we are come 
to give the reader an infr inee, or to ule his phrafe 
a glaring inll:ance, from the fame page. There 
he tells the public, '" that the proprietors of Pen­
'~ J5'lvania five years ag() prop;{td to the affem­
" ?ly, that if they would give money for build­
" mg a Chong houfe on the ot£?, they would 
" contribute any reabnable proportion to the 
" buil~ing and fuppo~t of it: .but thIS propor.!l, 
" continues the amhor, was rejected w:th fcorn, 
" m~rely, perhaps, b~ca~Je it came from the pro­
" pnetors : nor was It 10 much as thouo-ht wor­
U thy of a place in their minutes. Altho' it is 
" clear~ concludes he, that if it had been compli­
" ed WIth, the FlAenr/J had not been fortified in 
" [he fame river as they now are." 

This charge with regard to the Ob!o which if 
as the writer has rtprefented it, \vould have 'af­
forded matter itfdf for a pamphlet, in [he h:mds 
of a parfon or parfons, who knows fo well hO'N to 
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improve the man: diftant hint, is thrown by him 
into a note, as an article which required no far­
ther notice; altho' if the encroachmunrs of the 
French on the Oh'io wree really owing to their re­
jection of the propriecoTs propofal tor erecting a 
fhong houfe there, I know not any thing in his 
whole pamphlet which deferved his expatiation 
more, or would h,lve gone fa far to render the 
~akers obnoxious to the government of Great 
Britain. But preparatory to what we fhall elY 
on this head, the reader is defired to take norice 
that he does not fay the proprietors had any right 
to make fi.lch a propofal, either by hIving plll'­
chafed the lands of (he natives for building fuch 
a thong houfe upon; or by having ob,ai:led a 
grant or licenfe of them for fo doing. This it was 
abfolutely neceffary for him to have done, in orJer 
to fix the heinous offence, which he lays to the 
charge of the ~akers, as (he CJUre of the prefene 
bad fiate of our affairs in America, as well as (he 
trouble which we a;'e involved in here 01'1 that ac­
count, and this the public may be {ure he would 
have done had it been in his power; or at leall: 
would have ventured to arren, if he could have 
had the Itafl: hopes of ClOC being deteCted. But 
the cafe is fo well known to b~ other'Nife, thac he 
durfl: not go too far on this head. The true: 
caure of (he French encroachm·;:n t on the 0.: 2;) is 
as follows: 

One George Craghan an IriJh PJpift, as;1n !1;J'JiZ 

trader, was frequently employ::d by the g:}\·ern­
mc~,t of Pmfylvania co carry preLnts tu the ilJ.~i­
{JilS living on or about lh~ Obl.?, a:1d co bring their 
anf wer!! back. Abollt the y.?ar 1 7 j 0, h.:! fent a let­
ter co the affembly of Pei~(dv",l/;,l then fltti,lg, () 
inform them, that the Indicil5 on the 0/.11.0, and in 
that neighbourhood, had invit':d t1l'~ Englljh to 
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buill1 a {hong houfe for the proteCtion of t~eir 
traders. The aiTembly taking the matter Into 
conGderation, thought it very extraordinary that 
the Indians ihould now defire a thing to be done 
which they had always, and but juft before,. fo 
w3rmly oppo[ed and denied. To be better l~­
formed and know if it was not a defign In 

Crtwba; to impofc upon them, tho' earneftly re­
con~mended by the governor in his fpeech to 
them, they fcne for Conrad IVeifer the provincial 
interpreter, and one of the council of the fix na­
tions, to know his fentiments. lVeifer acquainted 
them, "th:lt the India11s had heard the Englijh 
" were forming fllch a fcheme, and therefore 
" gave him in charge to let them know they 
" mull m;tke no fuch attempt, for that [he na­
" rives were determined not to permit or fuffer 
" any Cuch thing as a Chong houie to be built on 
~c their lands." Craghan being rhlls detected in 
a vile attempt to impofe upon the afi"t:mbly, who 
had ohen entrufred him in Indian affairs; in or­
der to difcul pate himCdf, Cent a letter to the 
fpeaker, which was written to him by the go z 

vernor for that purpofe: but the governor de­
nied, or in [ome meafure excufed it; and his 
tool Cragbtm fell a facrifice to the afiembly's re­
fentment. He has never finee dared to come 
Within 100 rniles of Pbilldelpbia. HavinO' quitted 
Penfj'lvallia, he went and offc.:red his fervice to the 
OUo co~p.:my in Virginia: but they rejected it; 
upon w hleh he croffed over the mountains and 
now lives at Logftown or at Augbwik, doinO' ail the 
mifchief he can in revenge, by influencing the 
Indians a~d French againft the EngliJh. This 
~hole affair appears at larg~ upon the journal and 
111 the votes at the afTembly of Penj)'!""'a1zia. It 
is \v.,;\l worth th~ notice of the cmious: but as 

an 



[ 2 I ] 

an account has been already publifhed of it, in th~ 
flate of the Britifh and French colonies in North A­
merica, &c. we fhall refer the reader to thac trea­
tife, only obferving that the author has been mifln­
formed, where he fay'~," on the Governor's pro-· 
" pofal to build a fort on the Oh1.o, the affembly 
" voted 10,000 t." whereas they di [covered the 
impolition in time, by their fagacity, and rejected 
it, as hath been fet forth above. 

From hence therefore it plainly appears, that 
the proprietors had neither purchafed any land for 
building a thong houfe, nor obtained any licence 
from the Indians for that purpofe: confequenrly 
that the affembly were in the right to rejea: the 
propofal; and they did not rejea: it, as the letter 
writer would inlinuate, merely becaufe it came from 
the proprietors. It likewife appears, that if they did 
not regifler the propof,,] of the proprietors, they 
gave a place in their minmes to lignify that the 
propotal was an irnpoGtion on them; therefore 
their refufal was not the caufe of the French being 
now fortified on the Oh.·o. On the contrary it is 
evident that their invaGon is more likely to be ow­
ing to the altempt of his party to impofe upon the 
affembly, and build a fort on that river, without 

'the confent of the Indians; and this is demonfira­
ble from the event. For the Virginians, by pur­
fuing the fame unfair and precipitate fcheme., 10ft 
both the COllntry, and the affections of the Indians, 
who went over to (he French on that oecaGon, if 
they did not in reality call them in. 

If therefore the Frmch have invaded the pro­
vince of Penfylvania, and built three forts, as he 
fays, within the Jimirs of it, who are to blame, but 
his parry and rhe Virgi11ians ? TheFrench have been 
brought down upon the province by thofe who 
broached and pur rued the projeCl:; not by the 
~akers, who rejected it when they found it an 
. C 3 u~uR 
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unjun, fraudulent, and dangerous undertaking, as 
it (urns out ro be. 

For the t:lme rea:on therefore, the Quakers 
may have rome reafon to fa:;)eEt, that fince t~e 
Virginians have brought an enemy upon thelf 
backs the Vii"vi;;i{il/s ouoht to be at the whole ex­
pence'of drivi;g them off agJin. If [.he juft mea­
fmes which the affembly of PenJylvama rook, had 
been obftrved in their fifter colony, none of the 
prefent caJamity could have happened to them: 
and it feems very hard that they fhould be at the 
expenee at J ~Jpelling the danger whic~ th~ir neigh­
bours have brought upon them. ThIS might have 
fXcuftd them in good meaCure if they hld been a 
JiLtle backward to contribute on this occafion : But 
this DI2mtltfs writer has the confidence, not only 
to ch"rge them with the crime which his own PJr­
ty \Va., guilty of; but alfo ..... ith refufing to grant 
money for their defence, although they actually 
did gr~nt ir, and the fame party would not accept 
if, WJthou~ they alto gave up their privileges. 
Thus they are not content with bringing the ene­
my upon their province, but at the fame time 
,-"ould act the enemy within, by fhipping them of 
their other rights. 

Tl:e ~riter fays i.ndeed, that the other enemy 
alto JS In the province: if fo, the poor ~akers 
have gotten rwo enemies within their borders one 
a foreign, the orhl.f an inrdline enemv' ;hich 
laft perhaps t:ley are in moft oanoer fr~~. But 
if a body fho'_dd deny that the Fre'~h have erected 
three or any fort within their limits; I apprehend 
the letter writer, and his conftitllents would bl:: hard 
pu.t to it to prove what ~h,-y affcrt, as they have 
nelthe~ had any aftron0(11lCa! obrc:rvations made to 
afcertam the pJlC(", or places, to which the wenern 
bounds of Penfylvania m~y extend; nor have yet 
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even fo much as run a line, wirh a view to deter" 
mine the matter. Methinks the proprietors ought 
long ago to have had the lands granted them ~ccu­
rately furvey'd,and their limirs, both as to latItude 
and longitude, precifely determined; for nothing 
eIfe can do it unexceptionably. However the 
writer, to make the charge appear rhe heavier, 
ventures to declare what he cannot poffibly know; 
and that in conrrad iction to what he does know, 
namely, that the f/jrginians claim the country of 
the ahll), where the French have encroached, as 
belonging to their province, and that their invalion 
is, in Great Britain, called an invafion of the ter­
ritories of Firginia. He does fo, in effeCt, himfelf, 
p. 13 and 18. 

After all, fuppofing the FrC11cb forts were with­
in the limits of the province, or rather on this fide 
of a line drawn 5 degrees weft of Delaware river; 
I would afk what right have the proprietors to rhe 
lands on which thole forrs are lituated? have they 
bought (hem of the Indians? for nothing elfe can 
give them a right to them, even though they were 
actually wjthJn Penfylvania; and if they have not 
bought them', may not the neglect be conlidered as 
an abufe of royal bounty? Had that been donr, 
and proper encouragement given, thofe bnds 
might have been fetded before now; and confe­
quently might have been fecure again11: rhe at­
tempts of an enemy. For then they might have 
built forts, without giving offence tJ the Indians, 
who, in cafe of an invafion from the French, 
would readily have affifled to n:pell them. But 
this opportunity is now loll, perhap~, beyond a re­
medy; for iliould the French be driven out again, 
the Indians feem determined not to fell them any 
more; as from the infincere proceeding of the Eug­
lifh of other colonies, they are become fLlfpicious 
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of their having a defign (0 feize their countries by 
forcC'. 

Befides, Olould they be inclined to fell them 
any more lands, they would dou?tlef:; hold them 
up at fuch a rate, that the pmprle,. II'J would not 
care to purchat'e: for they lu\,t lr"rned how ~x .. 
travaaantly dear the proprietors ftll t:,c land willch 
they bought of them for triflts; ~nd therefore· 
feem refoived no longer to part With them, for 
what, as they phrafe it, will run through their guts 
before they get home. 

The rule which prevailed inPenfylvania, inftead 
of making a confidaable purchafe at once, and on 
the front!ers, in order to fortify the province, was 
to buy a lmall (raCt at a time; and after (he pro­
prietor and his officers had culled them in order t9 
jobb, and parcel out at an extravagant rate, then 
the reft was fold occafionally by the proprietor's 
officers, to the higheft bidder, for his tole benefit 
and advantage. The lands fo bought were [0 be 
fetded before the proprietors would pur( hafe any 
more. Nor was it pomble, under fuch rdlriClions, 
to fettle the colony fa faft as otherwife it might 
have been; for there is a pofitive law in force 
which prohibits every perron to purch,lfe from the 
Indians: the. preference by fllCh law bei n; given 
t? the propnetor, of whom every inrlivdu.d is ob­
h~ed to purchafe, a~ that law i::; conlhued by the 
ofncers of the proprietors, and courts of juftice of 
~heir own conftitution. 

Was it,not for tha.tob(lacle, the greater part of 
Penfyh)anra, and pa!tlcularly the weftern part of ir, 
would have been 1ettled long ago, and a fronci:.:r 
fopl1ed too ftrong for the French to force. What 
is very ~xtraordinary with regard to the proprierary 
purchales. although they Wtre made f.:.r hi5 OWfl 

prj,,-ate @t;nefit, yet they were chiefly paid for by 
the 
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the afi'cmbly, cot of the public money; a tbing 
which they have long complained of, and reluc­
tantly comply'J with. 

Upon the whole, I think it may be a proper 
..queftion to aik the author, or authors, of the let­
ter, why ought not the proprietor to contribute to 
the defence of the province as well as the af1em­
bly? fince they claim the right and profit of rhe 
lands within it, and have little leis than three 
fourths of the whole in their pJifdlion, ought they 
not, in thar cafe, as ftanding in place of the Crown, 
to defend them and his people; or at leaft con­
tribute to their defence? but although he draws 
fo many thoufands a year out of rhe province, it 
does not appear that he ever contributed any thing 
either to the defence of the colonies, or even thac 
of his own, excepting the old guns. If he had, his 
party would have proclaimed ir, with a noife as 
loud as that which all his 12 pieces of cannon could 
make. 

To proceed. He fays, " It may juftly be 
" pre[umed that, as Coon as war is declared, rhe 
" French will take poifdlion of the whole pro­
~, vince; fince they may really be faid to have 
" fironger footing in it [han we." He muft here 
be fuppofcd to fpeak of the fuperior footing of [he 
,external enemy, the French, to that of [he internal 
enemy, his own party; for he could hardly be fo 
ridiculous as to mean th.1t the French, with their 
three forts ([uppofing them to be fi[uated within 
the borders of PenBlvania) had a fironger footing 
in the province than the inhabitants, who arc ac­
tually p0ffeffed of the body of it, to the amount, 
,as he confdfes before, of 220,OCO. However that 
be, he is comforted to think" that the Virginians 
" have raken the alarm~ 2nd ClUed f):l them for 
.£, affi:1;mce." He is all of a fLl;Jdtn r,;conciled, it 
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[eems, with his brethren of Pirginia, and, ready, to 
affifi them; althoL1gh they not only helpea to bnng 
on the the dano-a he (peaks of, but not long be­
fore g:l.ve his t:)party as terrible an alarm as the 
French have done, nay a much greater one in all 
probability. For ,the Fre;zch may be (aid ~o have 
deprived them of ht~le more hnd than their forts 
are built on, and thelr cannon can command; bue 
the Virginiam, before their coming, had furrepti­
tiouOy deprived them of a great deal more, as they 
conceived, from the ereCtion of the OhZo company. 
And although this writer ftifies the matter, he ve­
ry well knows that to revenge the injury, thofe of 
his party gave the fira intimation to the Indians of 
that grant, and inflamed them againl1: the Vi1-gini. 
IJns; whom, on that account, they fliJed falfe bre­
thren, and brand~J v·,'ith the moft opprobrious 
names. 

We are now come to the writer's two que(lions; 
The Erft of which is, " W by are our afTemblies 
H againft defending a country in which their own 
" fortunes and eft-ates lie, if it is really in dan­
u ger?" 

Before the writer put this quefiion, he ought to 
have proved that the affemblies are againft defend­
ing their country. But he himfelf hath fhewn that 
!hey are not ~gainfl: defending it, by acknowledg­
mg that they have ,offered to advance money, not 
only for o,efence ot their own province, but alfo 
f?r t~at ot other pr~vinces, l"ay his fecond quef­
tIon IS a contrad\(5bon of the fidt, as it confeffes 
that they have offered ,money for the King's uie, 
~llt the Governor and hiS party will net accept of 
1r. Therefore the only proper qutftion fhould 
have been, Why will he not accept of the money? 
which is the fecond q lleftion. 

But 
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But before we. proceed to it, we fluB examine 

the wife reafons he affigns why perfons at a difl:ance 
might imagine the ~akers are indifferent whe­
rher or not the French fhall make themfelves maf­
ters of Penfyf<vania. 

His firft reafon is the continued refufal of the 
affemblies to defend the province: which is no 
more than the queftion reduced (0 an affertion, 
which we have already proved to be a falfehood 
out of his own mouth. And as, by his own con­
feilion, they have offered to advance money to 
defend the province; it follows, in effeCt, from 
his own confefiion, that (hey are not indifferent 
whether or not the French filall make themfelves 
mafters of Penfylvania. On 'the other hand, as 
he likewife acknowledges that the Governor and 
his party would not accept of the money fo offer­
ed by them; it follows, from the fame way of rea .. 
faning, that the Governor and his party are in­
different whether the French {hall make them­
[elves marters of it. If the qu.Jl;iol\ was pur, 
who are maft againa: defending the province, they 
who offer to advance money for that purpore, or 
they who refufe to accept of it, would not every 
body fay the btter? 

Methinks this fuggefiion, that the Quakers are 
againft defending thtir own country, comes with 
a very bad grace from perfons, who at the fame 
time find them fa tenaciolls of their rights. If 
they are fa unwilling to give up their privileges 
to thofe of his parry, is it to be imagined that 
they would readily fun"ender buth thofe and their 
country alfo ro the French? No rhey don't intend 
to pare with either, they would willingly defend 
both: but becaufe they will defend one, his party 
will not permit them to defend the other. 

The 
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The Q.1.lkers are fenfible tliat the province ~s 
in dang<r from the Fi-LX .. -b, as appears ,from theIr 
mefTaats to the Governor in the P enjj,lvama Gazetce: 
but tt~y are farisncd that it is not i~ fa great dan~er 
as rhe p"rcy would make them be~lt:ve; for whIch 
end to terrify them into 3. complJa~ce, they have 
raifed many falfe reports: bue that ot t,he 6000 ~len 
being landed orle day at Q.,uebek wlthom flllpS, 
and mmfportcd the next to the OUo w~[hou~ be­
ir,g feen or heard by any body, has qLllte rUIned 
{!J~ir credit, and proved them no conjmers. 

His fecond realon is the extraordinary indul­
gence and privdeges granted to Papifli; in this 
government; privileges, faith he, plainly repug­
nant to all our political interefts, confldered as a 
Proteflant eoluny, bordering on the French. 

The faCt is [0 far true, that the Papifts have 
an equal privilege with thofe of other religions. 
But w har he would fl.lggeft on the occaGon is 
falfe, as if the pre(ent generality of ~akers, 
inhabiting Penfylvania, had out of their great love 
and affection tor P apias, granted them thofe ex­
traordinary indulgences and privileaes; whereas 
it was done by the father cf the pr~tent proprie­
tors, who therefore I11uft be affeEted by this 
fiigma, if it be one, and not the afftmblies, who 
have paffed no toleration aCt. in favour of Papifls. 

~t may be pr?per therdore to clear IIp this 
POInt. The OrIgInal charter or grant from Kina 
Charles Ild. to William Pen e1q; bearin a date th6 
14th March 1681, g-lves to the propriet~r a pm ... -
er to make by-laws. In confequence of (:.Jeh 
power, tht28t~ofC!ftober 1701, he granted a 
charter to the Inhabitants, wherein is included 
the following c!Jure, viz. " I do hereby grant 
" and declare that no lx.:r[on or perfons inhabitinO' 
" in this province or terrirories, who !hall con~ 

" Ie~s 
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CC fefs and acknowledge one Almighty God, &c. 
" thaI! be in any cafe molefied or preju •. iiced in 
" his or their perf on or e1tate, becauC· of hi'l 
" or their confcientiou5. perfllaGon or praCti­
" ces, &c." 

In the firit place, (he puhlic fees that the pre­
fent bo<;iy of Qllakers have done nothi:-,g i:1 'this 
cafe of their own volumary mot:on; and If they 
have ftriClly conformed co the tenor of the char­
ter in allowing the liberty which i) granted by it, 
1m-thinks it is a very great anicle in their favour, 
as it lhews that they have not abufed their power; 
and this is a firong reafonJor believir.g rhat they 
will not abufe it, and an infiance of moderation, 
as well as fide1ity CO the truft: repofed in them, 
which c~nno[ be produced by moil: of the neigh­
bouring colonies; who have perfecu(ed their fe/­
Jow Protefiants, and eVen put fome Ql1akers to 
death for obeying the dictates of confcience. 

How far the father of this colony was in the 
right for granting fuch an extenfive liberty of 
confcience to all religions without difiinction or 
refiriCtion, I will not pofitively fay; bllt I dare 
venture to affirm that he did it from no bad mo­
tive. He doubtlefs confidered ch0fe evil dotl:rines 
in the Romifu church, which are inconfifh nc 
with humanity and fubverfive of the rights and 
liberties of mankind, as no parts of religion, or 
matrers of confcience; any more than rObbery Ol 

murder, which falluoder the cognizance of [he 
civil magiflrate, wirh whom fuch pleas would not 
be admitted. It may be like'.\ife confidered thac 
every religion contains doctrines which more or 
lefs rend to the prejudice or deHruCl:ion of .111 
other religions; and therefore thought, if he ex~ 
certed one religion, he mu{r in juftice except more; 
OlItho' it mlJft be confdfed that Popery {'\'c('d~ 

b:i 
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by many degrees ail other religions .no,!, on earth 
in thofe principlts, which feem not InnrJed to [~..; 
leration. But as I am a zealous ad vocate for lI­
berty, and think it cannot be f~pported .but on 
general principles, I fhould be. tur exclud~ng. n? 
people from liberty of confclen~e o~ thelf CIvIl 
righcs, who fbould formally dlfcla!m and re­
nounce all fuch tenets as feemed inconfifl:ent with 
the [afery of government or good of fociery; 
which for {hat purpore fhouJd be picked out of 
their feveral fyfl:ems and made a tdt. 

After having ruggefied ag.1inft the ~fftmbly 
that they aCted in fa\'our of Papifh, he fubjoins 
a kind of draw-back to (hew hIS great modera­
tion in favour of [he gmerality of ~akers,; 
" Altho' thie;, i'jith he, might be infinuared, 
" yet from obfervation I have reafon to believe, 
" [hat mon c f the Quakers \\ ith~llt doors are 
" re;dly againft dtf':n,~e from confcience and their 
" religious (mets; but for thofe '~'ithin doors, I 
" cannot but afcribe their cor.duCt rarher to inte..;. 
" rell than confcience." 

This writer imagines that his L-mingly cha­
ritable opinion for the mt!i1V would make his [uO"-

~ 0 
gef1:ions have the mere cf(dlt and weigl1C wirh the 
reader 3gainft the f.>iJ.... Bm he did not confider 
what a blunder his hypocrify has led him into; 
for can it wichout :In abfurdity be prefumed, that 
the confcicntious man)" 'Without door.r, would make 
choife of the je:'"), who have no cunfcience, to 
reprefent them within? Be rhat as it will, Go­
vernour Morris himfe If has in direct terms de­
clared himfelf of a contrary opinion in his mef­
[age to the affembly of the 18ch of December 
[fee Penf,.f. Gaz. the 26th of Decembt'r] where h; 
fays, " he is convinced they atl: from upriO"ht 
" motives, and what they dlcem (0 be the t~ue 

U inttrdl: 
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" interefl: of the province." Need I aIk the 
public which of the two they will believe, the 
governollr or the .letter writer? who, it apI?ea~s 
from this fingle mftance, deferves no credIt In 

any thing which he affirms or fuggcfts. 
The write! next undertakes to enter into the 

views of the affembly in not complying with the 
deligns of his parry: " Our affembly apprehend, 
" fays he, that as foon as they agree to give fuffi­
" cient fums for the regular defence of the coun­
" try, it would ftrike at the root of al) their 
" power as Quakers, by making a militia-law 
"needful." If they do fa apprehend, they ap­
prehend rightly: Such a law, efpecially fuch a 
one as the party aim at, would cerrainly produce 
the effeCts which he mentions; and be the direct 
means of enOaving and depopulating the country. 
The importation of Germans and other foreigners, 
fo much exclaimed againft by this writer and his 
principals, has been the chief means of bringing 
[he province of Pel1fylvania into that flouriOling 
condition, which it now enjoys; the greatefl: if 
not the foIe motive for thc::ir preferring that colony 
to all others on the continent for fettling in, was 
the privileges now complained of, the principal 
of which with them is that of their affirmation 
being admiaed infl:ead of an oath. If the inha­
bitants were deprived of' there pri"iltge~, its 
flourifhing days would be at an end; few of thofL 
foreigners would pafs over [0 fettle there: al~d 
numbers of chofe who are therE' now would re­
move ro other countries. The Q'Jakers thrm­
felves would be forced to abandon their poiret­
ilons; for the party's view in obtaining fuch a law 
would be to mlke it the infrmment of theIr re-
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vengt', and oblige them [0 fcrve perfonal1y in 
wars. 

If a militia law was to be eftablilhed in Pen­
fylvaaia unltls it was managed better than it is in 
other provinces, this colony had better be with­
out it. In moO: of rhe othersrhere iskarce .any 
militia, and what thert: is of fuch is {1f very 
liule or no fcrvice. They are drawn out by their 
officers when tbey want to make a thaw and dif .. 
play their addrds in military diveruons: but the 
men get litLle by it but lors of time and a habit 
of idlenefs and drinking, fo that .thefe reviews 
or exercifes do more hurt to indufiry, than fer. 
vice ro the public fccuriry. As every American 
is a good mar ldinan, has a gun, and other arms, 
'tis thought by many thac they will fight better 
jf lefe as they are without that fort of rraining; 
and all would be ready enough to defend their 
property. 

But why are the ~akers blamed for not hav­
ing a milItia law? did they ever refure to pars 
one? do~s the Governour expect that the aifem­
bly will of their own accord propofe a bill o( that 
kind? why does not he get the attorney general 
to draw one up in a prlj)per manner fuirable to 
the principles of the people whom they are to ap­
ply to, and fee if the affembly will not accept 
of it? 

We come now to the fecond queftion of the 
letter wri tel'. "W hy have not the feveral [urns 
" been accepted, which [hey have offered for the 
H King's LIlt." Here it is acknowledge>d, as be­
fore obltrved, that the Qlakers have offered [eve. 
ral funiS for the King's fervice: but it teems there 
net'er could be accepted; becaufe while they hwe 
H t:.c afore!~:id apprchrn[lOos from 3. miJitb-l.wr, 
H it 111~1f1 be rerugnant to tht'ir interdl ever co 

" offer 



( 33 ] 
" offer money for this purpofe, unJe(s in fuch a 
" mann<"r as they know to be inconfifienr with 
" the duty of a governour to pafs their bill into a 
" Jaw," 

Now fuppofing they did know it to be inconfift­
ent with the Governour's duty, by his infirucbons, 
to pars their bill into a law after the manner they 
would have it pafs; [hat can be no reafon why 
they ought to offer it in a manner agreeable to 
the Governour, in cafe that manner which would 
be agreeable to him, be as prejudicial- to their 
rights (he allows it would be fo to their interefi) as 
the manner which they have offered it in is re­
pugnant to his inftrllCtions. They plead a right 
by charter from the Crown, to certain privileges 
relating to the manner of raifing as well a!l di[­
pofing of the public money; and the Governollf 
will not pars any of their mO!ley biBs uniers they 
give up that righr. Here is a coneea of infhuc­
(ions, (and which appear to be only thofe of the 
proprietors) againft charter right. VvThich ought 
to give way? furely the in{huaion~, otherwife 
what will become of private property? who 
would be [eeure in his poifeiilOns if a landlord 
could at his will and pleafure break the covenants 
which he makec; with his tenants? what in that 
cafe would deeds or leafes lignify? But if a land­
lord cannot at pleafure make void his own con­
tract, how fhould his infiruCtions to his fitward 
or deputy operate againft that of the crown? 
muft it nor be the highefl prefumption to attempt 
it? will not the King fuppart his own charter, 
and punith any perron who lhould offer to invadl! 
or controH it? befides a proprietor ollgh t to be 
[he more cautiolls how he proceeds in [uch a car,., 
and confider that on the f.1me principl·-.: by whicll 
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he would {hip his tenants of their right, he him­
felf might be fiript of his own. Be that as it 
will, methinks he would run a great hazard 
of being lhipt of it, if it appeared that furns 
offered for the King' J fervice can never be accepted 
of by his deputy governors, unlefs their own 
ends are ferved. 

The writer come5 now, p. 18, to give an ac­
count of what had plifed between the govern our 
and the aifembly fur the laft two or three years, 
relating to their offer of money for the King's 
fervice on one fide, and the reafon for not ac­
cepting it on the other; and it is certain that a 
full and impartial fiate of this tranfacbon was the 
moft proper way of laying the condua of both 
parties before the public, and enabling them to 
form a judgment who were in the right and who 
in the wrong: but fuch a fiare of the cafe would 
not ferve the writer's purpofe, which is to blacken, 
and even criminate the Quakers; and therefore 
he hath thought fit to ftate ic neither fully nor 
fairly. 

However we fbaIJ endeavour to fupply (orne 
of his wilful imperfeaions, as well as correct 
fome of his wilful miftakes, from more credible 
and auchentic evidence than his own. 

In the fame page he tells us that "Mr. Ha­
" milton, on receiving an account chat the French 
" had driven the Firginians from their fort, again 
" calJed the aifembly and conjured them to obey 
U his Majefty's orders. He at the fame time Jet 
" them know that altho' his inftruaions reftrained 
" him from paffing any paper money at all with­
"out a fufpending claufe, yet in the prefent 
"preiling e:m:rgency he would rilk it, pro-.:i­
" ded they would vote handfomelv and fink it 
" within the time prelcribed, by act of parlia-

" menc 
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"" ment in the cafe of New England: then and 
~, not till then, continues the writer, they voted 
" 10,000 t. for his Majefl:y's ufe, redeemable by 
" the ~xcife in twelve years, for which time the 
" bills were to be funk annually in equal propor­
" tions." 

The reafons affigned for the Governour's not 
palling this bill, are (I) that it would be giving the 
Government out of his hands and rendering him­
felf and fuccelfors unneceffary in the adminifira­
ration for I 2 years. 

(2) 'That as the exci[e would amount in that 
time to 45,000 t. it would fiill more increafe their 
own power and enable them to abridge the Go­
vernor's by putting 35,0001. (the furplus when the 
10,000 I. was paid) into their hands. "For thefe 
" rearons fays the letter, and confidering alfo that 
" the money was to continue 7 years longer chan 
"the act of parliament allows, the Governour 
" refufed his am-nt; upon which they adjourned: 
"alcho' continues the wrirer, they knew very 
" well before they propolecl the bill that he could 
" not give his aiTent, wichout incurring his ma­
" jefiy's higheft difpleafure." 

Here in the clofe great ftrefs is laid on this cir­
cumftance, as if the Governour's chief motive for 
refufing his affent was the danger of incurring the 
King's dilpleafure; but, from the manner of re­
lating this paffage, that appears to have been the 
leafi of his concern: for the true motives were 
[hofe which affected the Governour himfelt~ as 
contained in the two firft reafons: That of the 
money continuing 7 years longer than (he act of 
parliament allows, is only brought-in in the laft 
place, and as it were by-the-by, as a matter of leis 
moment, with a conjidering alfo. 

D 2 To 
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To render our anfwer to this objeaion more 

intelligible to the reader, I mlla previouOy obferve 
certain matters antecedent to this tranfaction. 

The province of Pen./ytvania ftanding in need 
of a paper currency to fllpply the wane of real 
money, to circulate in the province; the aiTem­
bly in the year 1739 applied to thtir Governour 
Colonel '.Thomas, at prefent governour of the 
Leward iJlands, to pars a bill for efiablilhing a 
fund of 80,000 t. in paper money for the conve· 
niency of the inhabitants of the province in car­
rying on their trade and bufinefs among them­
felves. While this bill lay before him, in order to 
enforce an act of the 6th of Queen Ann, for re­
gulating the coins in the plantations of America, 
the lordsjufiices of E11gland fent him an infiruCli. 
on, requiring him or the commander in chief for 
the time bting, not to p:lfs any act whereby bills 
of credit ihOllld be ifflled in lieu of money with­
out a claufe [0 fufpend the execution of it riB the 
pleafure of the crown ibollid be known. *. But 
it appearing to Governour Thomas that the crown 
had by chqner, granted full powers tf) the people 
for paJling alllaU's ('J.;b(ztC'l.'er they ibould judge fit 
for the benefit of the colony; and alfo that the 
paper currency which they applied for, was not 
only llfeflll but neceffary, he the 13 [h of ..:1l..1) 
1730 gave his affent to their bill, which being 
recommended to the CrOWil by the board of trade, it 
received the Royal ianction on the 12th of j\1ay 
1740' t A~terwards in 1746, the fame Gover­
nor gave hIS afIent to another bill, aranting 
5000 t. for the King's ufe, to be funk on

D 
the ex­

cife in 10 years, without a fufpcnding claufe ; 

lit Penfjl. Gaz. 26th of Dec. AfTemb. melt. zoth of Dec. 
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notwithftanding the inflruCl:ions which he had re~ 
ceived as afore-hid. 

Since the 80,000 t. was eflablifued, the in­
create of people in Pen/ylvania has been 10 confi­
derable that it requires a much greater quantity to 
fupply their occafions; for [his reafon in offering 
10,000 t. for the King's ufe, the affembly propo­
fed an additional fum of paper money to be added 
to their prefent frock. 

Altho' the infiruClions to Colonel Thomas being 
direCted to him, or to the Commander in chief for the 
time being, feemed equally to affect Mr. Hamilton, yet 
he made no f(ruple after his predecelfor's example 
[0 pafs the bill wir hour a fllfpending claufe: But as 
not long before an aB: of parliament had pafTed in' 
Englat:d for refiraining the four provinces of 
New England from emitting paper currency, ex­
cepti~g in cafes of extremity, and Ii mited the 
term of fuch emiffion to 5 years, he either 
thought it proper, or elfe took upon him, to make 
it a rule in Penj)lvtf1tia; and on the afTembly's not 
fubmitting to what they looked on as an innova­
tion and infringement of their charter rights, he 
rtfLlfed to pats the bi:1. 

Now Id any perfon who has the leaft tincture 
of impartiaJiry, judge in the cafe, who was to 
blame the Governor or the Affembly: the af­
fembly have a charter and privileges in their fa­
vour, which no friend to lIberty and properry 
can blame them to defend. The Governor on his 
parr had apparently nothing to juflify his noc 
palling their bill. The act of parliament which 
he went lIpon related [olely to New England; 
and confequenrly can affect or bind PenJjlvania 
no more than Canada. Nor had he fo much as a 
direct: infiruCl:ion from the Crown (I don't fay 
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that he had not one from the proprietors) to ref­
train him frum pailing the bill. 

Of the two authorities which he alledged (he 
general infhuCtion of the Crown to Governor 
'J'homas, and the act of parliament made to bind 
the provir:c~s of New England, the firfi: dOllbtlefs 
wa5 mofi:, if not only, to be regarded, (whe­
ther then in force or not) as it related directly to 
Pcnjj1:'.'71:ia; if therefore he made no fcruple to 
difpen[e With that, he had furely much lefs rea­
fan (if any at all) to fcruple difpen{ing with the 
fecond: and {i::ce he was willing to rifk palling 
paper money, altho' he apprehended his inftruc­
tions (" thlt is the Royal infi:ruB:ions abovemen­
" tioned,) reftrained him from pailing any," 
how could he juflify his unwillingneCs to rifk giv­
ing mor<: time than 5 years, when he had no in­
ftrt.cti(lrs ro refirain him? could he imagine that 
h~ {haul:! incur his MJjeily's difple.lfure more 
highly fl.r not codormmg to an act of parlia­
ment which does not conCern Pt'i~fjlv.1ilia, than 
for acting contrary to a Royal inltruCtion drawn 
IIp fdr ~l governor of Pei~(vZ.val1ia, and by which 
he judged himfelf to be bound? 

It leems evident therl.:fore chat th~ act of par­
liament made to re:1rain the reople of New Eng­
land, could not be the' Governor's motive, as the 
.]'~tter writer al.ledge3, for not pailing the affembly's 
b~11 for grantmg 10,000 I. for his MajtitY':-i fer­
vice; but muft have been urged by the Go­
vernor as a bugbear, with a view to terrify them 
into a compliance with his demands; and in the 
letter, by the writer of ie, to impofe on people 
here: by endeavouring to make them believe 
that the ~llkers had flown in the face of the 
government of England, and obftinately per{ifi:ed 

[0 
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to get a bill paIrtd by the Governor, in direct 
contradiction to an exprefs ace of parliament. 

Ie is therefore to be believed, thac in not re­
ceiving the J 0,000 I. under the faid pretence, that 
the Governor atl:ed foldy in conformity to his in­
ftruCtions from the proprietors; and th~ rather 
as it appear~ from the public papers, that he com­
municated to the affembly [he infl:ruCtions of 
his m~le!ty, but refufed to fhew them thoft: of 
his COil Ritu<mts. 

A1chough the letter-writer, as before obferved, 
brings in this argument of the at!: of parliament 
binding New England, in the laft pllce, as weakeft 
of the three he alledge~, thro' a fenfe of irs infuf­
ficicncy; yer as it is [he' principal, and in reality 
only argument urged by [he Governor for his 
extraordinary condut!: in this affair, I have dwelt 
the longer in {hewing how little it was [Q the pur­
pofe. I fhaH now examine the writer's other tWO 

reafons for the Governor's not palling the bill, 
which he Jays rhe chief !trefs on. FirH," That 
" if he had accepted rhe 10,000 pounds offered 
U by the afftmbly for the King's life, and allowed 
" them ten years to fink it on the excife; it would 
" be giving the government out of his hands, 
'and rendering himfelf and his fucceffors en­
" tirely unneceffary in the adminifl:ration for 
" twelve years." 

This rea(on is a downright paradox, which 
the aurhor ought to have explained; bue which~ 
can be explained only by fuppofing his meaning 
to be, that the G07JernOr would in that cafe have 
confented to their having the difPofd of the excifo 
branch of the public money for fo mauy years; a 
feeret however which he did not care to dilClofe, 
and through his whole letter is very indullrious to 
conceal: for in what fenfe otherwife could the 
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Governor's hands be tied up? It is true, he 
would have allowed five years, in which cafe it 
may feem his hands likewife would have bten 
tied up for fo long time: but then· he would, in 
fo doing, have fet alide their right by charter, 
to have what laws foever they think fit to pro­
pofe patfed by their Governors; and fubjeCted it 
to the cantroul of an act of parliament, made to 
bind other provinces, and in fuort, for the future, 
to the will of a Governor, by wrefting that pri-
vilege out of their hands. . 

The writer's fecond reafon is, "That it would 
" be putting 35,000 pounds into the hands of 
" the affembly, nill more to increafe their power, 
" and abridge thofe of their proprietors and Go­
"vernors." To make this our, he fays, p. 19, 
That in the fpace of twelve years the excife would 
rail""..: 45,000 pounds; and that when the 10,000 

puunds for (he King's ufe was paid out of it, the 
fenuining 35,000 would have beeil at their dif­
poral f,lr what ufes tbey might think fit. 

In thefe few lines the writer has committed 
four glaring falfehoods, to ufe his own term. 

Firft, in faying, that· the excife would amount 
in twelve years to 45,000 pounds, he would 
make it, one year with another, to be 3750 pounds,· 
whereas it arifes but to about 3000, and has a 
charge cf 500 pOl1~dsper ail. on ir, as the affembly 
alledge to their prefent Governor *, WllO in his 
calculation for a particular year, makes it no more 
than 35 19 t. 

Secondly, inftead of 45,000 pounds,' ground­
ed on that wrong affc:rtion" it ought to be no 
more than 30,000 pounds, out of which dedqCl:-

*Ptnfy/'v. Ga~. 7 Jan. t Jbid. 14 Jan. 
Ing 
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ing the 10,000 for the King's uft', and there will 
remain but 20,000, 15,000 lefs than this writer 
affirms. 

Thirdly, That remainder would not have been 
at their difpofal more than it was before, as the 
excife is always in their power for applying to the: 
ufes of the Government; and it does not appear, 
from his !hewing, tbat it was to be converted inro 
paper currency. It may be prefumed, (hat nC) 
more than the money granted was to be made 
current in that !hape, and for no longer time than 
the twelve years; as in the cafe of the 5000 pounds 
before mentioned, granted by Collond 'Ihomas in 
J 746, which was ro be funk in ren year.', at (he rate 
of 500 pounds a-year, and is not yet dikharged. 
The a1ftmbly extended it for that length of time, 
as well to prevent incumbering their {mall public 
fund, as that they might have (he fmall addition 
of paper bills during that interval, though they 
gradualJy deocreafed by linking every year. 

The fourth fallity in the foregoing paragraph, 
is the writer's affirming, that the a1fembly might 
have difpofed of the 35,000 I. at pleafure. This 
falfe affertion is farther aggravated at the bottom 
of the fame page, where it is [aid, " That allho' 
" the preambles to all our money-acts and to 
" the excife fay, that the intereft~money, and 
" what arifes from the excife, are to be applied 
" to the fupport of Government; yet they 
" (meaning the affembly) apply it as they pleafC'; 
" viz. to diftrefs all who oppore their mealures, 
" and for building hofpitals, purchaling lands, 
" libraries, &c. 

This falfehood, which might pafs at a difiance 
from Penfylvania, would appea~ glaring (here even 
ro the moderate of his own parry, nothing being 
better known to every body chan the contrary: 

fur 
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for the intereft arifing from the 80,000 pounds in 
paper currency, which is lent out at 5 per Cent. 
on land-fecurity, is annually examined ami fdtled ; 
and a juft account of it, together with the exclfe 
rerurned to the aITc:mbly, and by them printed, 
that every individual may be flti~fied in what man­
ner the fame is difpofed of. The tl uftees of (he 
Loan-office are alfo obliged to render an account 
to the afIembly; and give ample feclirity for the 
hithful difcharge of (heir office, before they en­
ter upon ir, Can any betler regulations be made, 
to prevent embezzling the public money? Too 
well they know th:s. In !hort, tk ~!jing which 
in reality grieves the parry, whore tool the writer 
is, mua be, that too much care is taken to prevent 
embezzling if, by requiring an account to be ren­
dered from all who have [he handling of it, 

The reader may perceive from hence, how 
much this writer pel verts the truth of things; as 
well as how liale the palling that Lill woulJ have 
crealed the powers of the affembly, and more ena­
bled th,:m to abridge thofe of the Governor than 
they ,"vere before, had that been their intentlcn. 

For better explanation of what goes befoft", 
as well as follows, it may be proper to obferve, 
that the revenue of Penjylvania is no more than 
7000 pounds a-year, arif1ng out of two anicles : 
The interefl: of the 80,000 pounds above men­
tioned, lent our at 5 per cent. intertft, which brings 
in 4000 pounds a-year; and the excite above­
mentioned, which is aIro paid into [he loan-office. 
Out of thefe two funds all tbe ialaries of [he Fub­
lic officers, excepting the Governor's, are paid, 
and the remainder is to defray all other expen­
Ces of Government. 

This fund is fo [canty, that many years it is 
not fufficient to pay thofe falaries, and othe.r (on­

tmg('nc 
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tingent charges; fo that it is not to be expeCledJ 
that ever confiderable rums of public money, if 
any at ali, fhould be found in the trea[ury. In 
cale of an emergency therefore, when money is 
to be raired, the ufual method is for the af[m­
bly to borrow it of the public, and difcharge in­
tereft and principal out of the excife, by filiking 
fo much yearly, more or Idi, according to the 
fi tuation of affairs. 

TAe loan is made by bills, which they call 
paper currency; and when they borrow money of 
the people, they give them fuch bills in lieu of 
it: or which is the fame, they emit fo many bills 
as the fum, filppofing 20,000 pounds, amounts 
[0; and having divided it in equal proportions, for 
inftance, twelve part~, burn every year in an oven, 
fo many bills as amount to the proportion, till the 
whole is fllnk; as in the cafe mentioned a Ijrtl~ 
before of the 5000 pounds granted towards the 
Canada expedition in 1746. 

The author of the Jecrer proceeding in his nar­
rative fets forth, that " on the new.> of If7aJhing­
" ton's defeat laft fum mer (I 754\ the Governor 
" again fummoned the aifembly, and again en­
" treated them to fall on ways and means to re­
" pel the enemy, confiftent with his duty to pafs 
" their bill; he having in the mean time received 
" Sir Dudley Rider's opinion, that he· couLl not, 
" with fafety to himfelf, pars fuch an act as they 
"wanted. They then voted him I 5,000 pounds 
" [0 be raiftd exactly as befl>re, being Ctrtain the 
" Governor could not venture to pals it. Ac­
" cordingly on his refufal [hey adjourned; and 
" to intimidate other Governors from daring to 
" difpute their commands, with-held his yeariy 
" falary." 

The query on the cafe y. hich Mr. Hami/lon 
ftated 
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ftated to the Attorney-General here, was, " Wlle­
" ther he might legally and faftly, or without 
" breach of his oath, bond, or duty to the king, 
" pafs an aCt of aifembly, whereby bills of cre­
" dit may be jffued in lieu of money, without 
" the fi.tJPending clau[e before-mentioned being 
" inferred thCirein." The letcer- writer, with his 
ufual finceriry, omits the reafon here affigned, 
why Governor Hamilton could not with fafety 
pars this 15,000 pound aCt, for two reafons: firft, 
becallfe Mr. Hamilton had, before he received the 
faid opinion, made no fcruple to pars the act for 
paper currency withom Ibe fufpending clal1(e. Se­
condly, Becaufe notwith£landing this opinion of 
the Attorney-General, the prefer.t Governor, Mr. 
A;crris, offered to do the fame, provil~ed (he bills 
were to be funk in five years; and therefore the 
writer, by that omiffion, would have il believed, 
the reJfon for Mr. Hamilton's latter rerufal was ftill 
the fame with his firlt, and that which his fuccef­
for alledged; namely, that the affembly would 
not fubmit to fink the money in five years, con­
formable to the act of parliament binding New 
E;lg1,md. Mr. H. feeing this acr not tenable, quit­
ted ir; and flared the elfe for an excuf6 to come off. 

The aITembly alledged, " That the cafe, as it 
U was £lated to thelthen Attorrley-Gene- aI, re­
u garded only emif1ions of bills of credii: on com­
" mon and ordinary occafions, and fo in their 
" opinion very little, if at all, affected the bill 
" then depending." They like wife obferve, 
" That Mr. Hamilton feemed clearly, in his rea­
" fonings with former alfemblies, to have ackno7.V­
" ledged he thought himfelf at liberty ro p~lfs acts 
" of the fame tenor with that bill, for aranting 
" money for the king's l1fe ; and ne7Jer ~ffercd a 
U fufpending clau[e, notwithftanding his bonds to 

5 " the 
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~' the Crown. But, continue they, the poinr, wne. 
" ther he might or might noe be fafe iA pailing a 
" bill, mentioned in his nate of the eafe, could re· 
" gard himfelf only, and does by no means de­
" termine the right which we claim under the 
" royal charter:" A right which they fay they 
have hopes will never be taken from them by act 
of parliament; and the rather, as three bills, to 

extend the royal infhllCl:ions over countries and 
affemblies in America, had beef} attempted in par­
liament without fllccefs *. 

The affembly apprehended that Mr. Hamilton 
was prevented from palling the bill, not fo much, 
if at all, from Royal, as from proprietary in­
ftruaion~, which he feerns to have looked on in 
a very bad light, and of pernicious tendency to 
the colony: for the afi"embly obferVt', " That 
" he declared, in the journals of their haufe, and 
" in a letter to the proprietary family themfelves, 
" (I.) That fame inftructions given to him con­
" elude abfurdly, and therefore are imprac::ic.lble. 
" (2.) That they are a pofitive breach of the Char­
" ler of privileges to the people. And (3.) That 
" they are inconfiftent with the legal prerogative 
" of the Crown, feeded by act of parliament." 

This being the cafe, it may be prefullltd, that 
the afi"embly's ftopping his falary was not dira': 
greeable to him, as it furnifhed him with a handle 
to write to the proprietaries to fubftitute another· 
in his pbce: for that Gentleman, who is fing'e, 
and of an independent fortune in the province, 
the place of his birth, could not but have be'~n dif­
gulled with infiruttions, which, in his opinion, 
tended to fubvert the liberties and privileges of 
the inhabitants, in which 'common calarni(y he 
mufl: have been involved himfelf; and chert_;' lit 
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the ietter, mentioned by the author of the ftate 
of Pmjyl'uania, to have been written by Mr. 
llamilul! to the proprietaries, was doubtlefs that 
cited by the affcmbly, as before obferved. This 
appears, in fome meafure, from what our author 
fays, " That he wrote over (0 them to fend him 
" a fucceffor, affllling them, that he would no 
" longer continue to act as Governor :" altho' 
the brifI flatc would give it another turn. 

\\"e come now to [he lafl: part of the hifiory j 

which rebtes (0 (he government of Mr. A1brris. 
This Ger,tleman, he fays, on his entering on the 
government, fpoke in the moft pathetIC terms 
to the new affcmbly, confi8:ing of the old mem­
hers, who " offered a bill for 20,000 pounds, 
" conceived in the fame terms as before, 'Viz. 
" to make the paper money extend for twelve 
" year5, (hough the new Governor had told 
U them before-hand, that he was fuhjecred to 
" the fame inftruEtions as his predeceifors, and 
" cOllld not pafs any fuch bill into a law." 

This is all he fays of [his laft tranfaction, which 
however being the moft material of ail, I fhall 
fbte the particulars fomew hat more minutely . Mr. 
jI.1r,rris having, on the 3d of December lafl:, laid be­
fore the afftmbly the dangerous flate of the pro .. 
vinces, and exhorted them to contribure for their 
defence; in their anfwer or meifage of the 12th, 
they acknowlet~ge, " That {he efforts which the 
" Frencb have made (on the fide of the Obzo) 
" are truly alarming, and dangerous to the Bri­
" liJh interefl: in North America; but add, that 
~, they had good reafons to believe, that [he furns 
" granted t~ the King in their bte afitmhly, had 
" [he then Governor been plea fed (0 pafs the 

" bills, 
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" hills, offered to him for that purpoft', might, 
" in a great meafure, if not totally, have prevented 
" the bad jituation of their affairs at prefent, and 
" have placed their dmy to the heft of Kings, as 
" they always!defire it fhould appear, among his 
" moil: loving and loyal fubjeas - ." 

As their bill propofed " emitting 20,000 

" pounds for the King's ufe, to be Cllrrent for 
" twelve years, he declared in his meffage of De­
" cember 18th, that he could not by any means 
" agree to ir, as beingjorbidden by a royal inttruc­
" tion, to pafs any law for creating mlmey in pa~ 
" ptr bills without a fufpending c1aufe; and al .. 
" ledged the Attorney General's opinion before­
" m'entioned, by which he faid it clearly ap­
" peared that the inftruction was moa certainly 
" in force, and binding on himfelf: that how­
" ever, as the act of parliament reftraining [he 
" fOllr eaaem governments from emitting paper 
" currency, gives them a power to make bills of 
" credit in cafe of emergency,-he would there­
" fore join with them in any bill, for ftriking 
" what fum they thought their premng occa­
" lions demanded, provided a fund was efta­
" blilhed for linking the fame in fi\"e years." 

It feems to me very odd, that this Gentleman 
fuould £ira tell the affembly, that he could not 
by any means agree to pafs the: bill without a fui­
pending cJaufe, as being forbidden by a royal in­
firuttion, backed with the Anorney-General's 
opinion; :md yet prefently after promife [0 pars 
it wilhom (uch a claufe, provided they would link 
[he bills in five yean, conformable to the act of 
parliament binding New England: as if their com­
pliance wi,h the terms of this act took off the force 

• Peo/jlv. Gaz. 19. Duemh,r. 
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or obliaation of the royal inftrucHon; which yet 
o \ . r b at fretin a Ollt is reprefented as an mlupera Ie ob-

flack, a~d has no conneCtion with the act, or the 
acl with Pm/J'lvania. 

However, as the Governor had, between thefe 
two declarations, introduced the late Attorney .. 
General's opinion in fupport of the firfr, [he af­
tembly miaook his meaning; and concluding he 
intended to infift on inferring the jufpending Clauft, 
entered into debace about ie. In their anfWer of De­
cember 20th, they controvert [he force or validity 
of that royal inftruB:ion, as Governor :thomas, to 
whom it was firit directed in 1746, paired the 
5COD I. bill before-mentioned, witI:out ajujjJel1ding 
claufct, by extending the excife act for ten years; 
to whICh number they had reduced their demand 
of time in the new bill. 

They fay, [hat as Collone} :thomas gave his af­
fent to that act, after the receipt of rhe faid in­
firuB:ion, they hope he will not be more rearia:­
ed by it than the Gentleman to who'm it was im­
medIately directed, and at prefent holds a govern­
ment of great importance under the Crown, or 
than his predeceffor Mr. Hamilton, who never of­
fered a Jutpending dallfe. 

Governor Morris made them fenGble, that he 
;zevir intmded to injift on the Jufpending clauJe, pro­
vided they would {ink the paper bills in five years. 
As they did not, he undenakes to prove, that 
the inaruClion (which he in his former melfage had 
(onfented to lay afide) was binding on him, and 
tbat Collone! Thomas's condufl 'was no rule to him. 
In thort, the difpute is carried on as if [he fu(pen­
ding claufe was (he only obftacJe, and the act of 
parliament for reducing the .. ten years to five, which 
before was the grand impediment, was no longer 
illfilted on. The reafon he gives why he had in-

fiiled 
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'(\:(td on it is, that he thought the reafon of that all 
extended here (to Penfylvania) although the force of 
it did not *. Was not this reafon enough why he 
Ihould not fo long have endeavoured to force this 
act upon the affembly; efpecially finee, as he con­
fetfeth, the reaJon of its extending thither was 
no more than a conjeCture of his own? whence it 
follows, that'it was fuch conjeclure or thought of 
his, which made him urge its authority, not any 
idhucrion from the Crown: yet two or three 
paragraphs after fays, " He had before informed 
" them that he could not pa(., their bill in the 
" fhape they had fent it, (that is requiring ten 
" years time to fink the bills) as being contrary co 
" his Majefty's inftruClion;" which infrruB:ion 
mufi, by thefe words, rdatt: to the aCl: rdhaining 
the emiffion of paper currency to five years: and 
yet it is no where expreOy faid by him to extend 
to that act, (fuppofing it concerned Penfylvania) 
but to rdate merely to the hot palling of bills for 
creating paper money, wilhout a fufpenjing 
cIaufe. 

All this feems to me like playing at crofs pur­
pores, or faft and 100ft: with royal infhu:1:ions : 
fometimes chey are treated as of no importances 
and an act of pJrliament m.1de only to bind one 
country, brought in to bind another: at another 
time the act feems to be negleCl:ed, and the in­
ftruCtion only regarded. In one pare of the Go­
vernor's meffage the reaJon of the acts extending 
to Penfylval1ia is only his conjeCture, and he al­
lows it has no force in itfelf to operate there; in 
another part it is made to operate by a royal in­
ftruCtion. So [hat the royal inftruCtion ftems to 
be made a tool of by him to oulige tht: afft:mbly 
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inform them" whether the royal infhuB:ion is 
" the only impediment; or whether he had any 
" farcher infhuftiol1s from their proprietarie~, 
" which influence him in refufing his affcnt to 
" the-ir bilL" 

Governor Morris in anfwer fays that" altho' 
" he thought it not quite decent, and he believed 
" it unprecedented tor a Governor to be called 
" upon for a fight of his infhllCtions; yet, adds he, 
" I fhall communicate them to the houfe (of af­
" fembly) \\' henever the rublic fervice fhall re­
" quire it." And accordingly, as by way of 
advance, took that opportunity (0 acquaint them 
with fome of his inftruCtions from the propreitors, 
particularly to recommend to them to provide for 
defence of the rrcwincc ; not only by granting 
aids from time to time to the King, but alfo by 
eflablifhing a militia, providing arms, ftores of 
war and magazines in convenient places. 

Here the Governor had a fair opportunity of 
trying if the affembly would pars a militia aCt, 
by propofing to rhem a bi II for that purpofe 
ready drawn as btfore; and it may feem ftrange 
to many that this neva was done by (he Gover­
nor. Bm as it might be more agreeable to his 
views that they fhould rather appear refraCl:ory 
than compliable, he did not care perhaps to ha­
zard a point of fa great importar:cC', left their 
anfwer might have deprived hIm of the pretence 
of declaiming on that head. 

The affembly in their mdfage of the 26th of 
December, thank the Governor for offeri[Jg to 
communicate [he proprietary inftruCtions; and 
1jy thofe to form;:r Governors had been repeat­
edly laid before them, of which they produce 
fome inftances: particularly thore of Sir IYiliam 
Keith in 1724, and Colonel 'rhomas in 1738. 

They 
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They tell him that as they are of cpinion, " his 
" proprietary inftruCtions are rh~ principal if not 
" the fole obftruCtion to his pailing their bill ; 
" and that as whatever Lill they might prepare 
" for the tht:n prefenr, or any ocher purpore, af­
" ter all the cxpence to the country and all their 
" pairs in framing them, would be liable to the 
" fame difficulties, unltfs [h~y could know what 
" thofe proprietary infrrucrions are; they there4 
" fore requdl: he would thm candidly comrnuni4 
" care thofe infiruCtions, as the time 'lc:hm the public 
" fervice requires, {ince they intended to make 
,; them the great end of thtir huml::e addrefs to 
" his Majefty." 

Governor MorriJ, whether piqued with their 
feeming to claim a right to f:e his infl:ruEtions, 
or pel haps never intend I ng to produce them, as· 
his offer was equivocal; in his anfwer (:r mdfage 
of December 30th, refufes to comrnunic.lte them, 
,., as he could not at that time think it either for 
" his Majefiy's fervice or the inttreft of the pro4 
"vince.') He feerns much difgufied Jikewif~ 
with their telling him they were of opinion that 
the proprietary inftruCtions wac; the principal or 
fale obftrut.-7ion to his paffing their bill af(er he had 
told them he was hindered by a royal inllruction : 
on which occafion he a11<s " how they came fo inti­
" mately acquainted with his private f,ncimenrs, as 
" to know that when he [aid one thing he meant ano­
" ther?" upon my word this was a properquellion. 
The Quakers fure mull be conjurors if they pene­
trated 10 deep_ 'Tis mllch the lerter writer did not 
take the hin~ from thi~circumllance to charge them, 
among other things, with [orcery. 

To be [eriOll!;; how could they think otherwire 
when they knew that he could not be bOL1nd by 
the royal infinlction on rhe fufpenJmg claure, be· 
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caufe he had offered to pafs the bill without fuch a 
claufe; and that as the act of parliament reftrain­
ing the remiffion of paper currency in Ncw 
England to 5 years, could not affect Penfylvania, 
he cOllld not be bound by that act. Since then he 
could not b~ bound by either of thefe, what could 
bind him but inil::ruCtions from the proprietaries? 
that proprietary infl:rl1ctions may be contrary both 
to the royal inftruCtions given to the Governor, 
and royal charter granted to the people, as well 
as abfurd in themfelves, appears frem Mr. Hamil­
ton's declaration before fet forth. The aifembly 
likewife produce an infl:ance of a faving claufe or 
reftriCl:ion in the commiffion of Colonel Evans, 
fo inconfiilent with their charter rights, that being 
laid before the council (of PenJylvmzia) in 1724, 
of which lVdliam Penn the younger, was the 
principal member, they determined that Javing 
claufe to be void in itfelf. 

As things Hand, therefore the Penfylvania 
~lakers are in a very bad fituation, lying as it 
were, between two millftones, unable to move; 
this ver ifies tbe text, on( cannot Jcrvc two maftc,; : 
if their commands be contrary and the people do 
not know them, which of the two iball they obey, 
or rathe.r how iblll they know which to obey? 
to enable them therefore to act at all, it is abfo-
1urely necdfary that they ibould fee one of the 
Governor's iofl:ructions, and confequently the 
proprietary, as they ought to give place to the 
royal. Afcer all the having proprietary Govern­
ments in a country is incompatible with the rifhts 
of Crowns. It is a kind of imperium in iiJ2pc~'i(}~ 
and confequently a folecifm in politics. 

To proceed in our r:.lation of faas: as the af. 
fcmbly mii1akes the Go,'e;nor'~ meaning (I wOl1Li 
L:.: underflo()J \', ith n.!~)c(t to the fUlpending 

claufe, 
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dauCe, not to the inftruCtions which he aB:ed 
from) fo the Governor on his fide miftakes that 
of the affemblv. Altho' the bill which they fent 
up to him was for no more than 20,000!. he 
would perfuade them it was for 40,000 I. on 
which in their meffage of Janliary the 3d 1755, 
they fet forth the tide as tollows, " an aCl: for 
" (hiking 4 0 ,000 I. in bilh of credit lnJ fOl" 

" granting 20,000 I. thereof (0 the King's u.fe, 
" and to provide a fund for applying the rem:.l1n­
" der to (he exchange of tl)rn and ragged bills 
" now curren[ in this province." On \'vnich oc­
cafi('n they te1l the governour, that be well kilC.'v·, 

it added no more to th'::r p lrer currel1ci (han 
the very 20,000 t. grlnted tIle King; and ev.:il 
that Chuck for no other reaf,lO than to an!\v:::r 
the immediate call of the crown, and co make 
the grant efE<.1ual. 

On th~s faux PlS or nip (willflll or unwillful) 
of the Governor, the letter wri:er, no doubt, 
grounded his [life alfertion before-mentioned; 
that the excife would amount to 45,000/. in 12 

years, and the affembly by their bill would hav~ 
had 35,000 of it at their own difpo!a\. But he 
has imiproved the hint confiderably, by a_kEn; 
50001. to the Governor's 40,000!. anj tr::t.,ster­
ring the cafe from the 20,000 co the I o,oeo t. 
grant, in order to make their demlnd appear more 
unreafonahle, from an allgmenration of 15,000 I. 

After [his fome lirtle altercation pall between the 
Governor and [he affembly with reference to (he 
flate of the fund~. The Governor infiC{ed th.1t 
they had, or ollgh t to have, 14 or J 5,000 t. in 
bank. They make appear [hat they had no[ half 
that fum, including mortgages and debtli; and 
thac there was not 600 l. in the trea fur y • 
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To conclude this account of tranfactions: the 

a£fembly finding the Governor inflexibly bent not 
to pa[s their bill bur with his own unwarrantable 
refhiCl:ions, they on the loth of January 1755, 
adjourned themfelves to the 12th of May follow­
ing; after voting 5000 I. for accommodating the 
King's troops when they fhould arrive, as hath 
been menrioned before. 

This is the fum and i£fue of the affair. It is 
now lefe to [he public to judge', which of the two 
parties Ct1~.;11t to have receded from their preren­
fions? who was to blame the afIembly for infift­
ing to tender the money in the accuftomed form, 
or the Governor for perfifl:ing not to receive it in 
that form? 

If they think the Governour was in the wrong 
they will naturally conclude, according to what has 
been before fuggefted, that he was witheld from 
pailing the afTembly's bill bya proprietary infhuCti­
on, not a royal one; and this being admitted, they 
cannot be long at a Infs [0 difcover the purport of 
that inftruttion, which notwithfl::mding the writer 
fo indufhiou!1y avuids to menrion:ir, tranfpires in 
two or thrte places of his Ie-trcr, where he fpeaks 
fomuch againfl: cheaffemblies having thedifpofal of 
the public money,anci of what blefiings would arife 
to the province from having that power lodged 
in the GQvernor. To wreft this power out of 
their hancs was doubtlef~ the {ole motive of his 
conduct; the fole obi(ct which he had in view. 
Had they given up ('his power, it is not to be 
doubted (accordilg as the cafe is Hated in the 
letter: but that tire Governor wOllld readily have 
pafTed the bill, had the time afl.;:ed been 21~ inftead 
of 12 years; and all his fcruples would have been 
removed. 

But 
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But if this power be fo much wanted by either 

the proprierarits or tbe Governor, how comes it 
that the acqui(jrion of it was not attempted be­
fore? why is this dangerolls .juntture pitched on 
[0 begin a contell, when the affairs of the colo­
nies are too much di(hatted already; and me­
thods Chould be ufed to uni~e the people, not to 
divide them? 

The writer after having gIven a fallacious ftateof 
affair, and faid all the falfe and malicious things 
which his f~rtile imagination could invent of the 
Penfylvania Qllakers, endeavours to cajole the 
Q1akers here inro a bad opinion of their brethren 
in America, and lill: them into his party, pretend­
ing p. 22, " to be well affured that the conduer 
" of the affemb~y in PenJj-lvtmia, is very much 
" difapproved of, and condemned by their bre­
" thren the Q2akers in England, who are juftly 
" efteemed a qui(:t people, fuch as we already 
" obferved [he firft ~akers in this province 
" were." 

As the Q!akers are in reality a quiet upright 
people; quiet and perha[Js upright for the generat~ 
beyond ani feet of Chrill:ians in all the King's do­
minions; people who have been often oppreffid 
by other feas both in Europe and America, but 
never reraliated on others the injuries which were 
done themfel ves, i c is not probable that thofe of 
Pe~b'h)al1ia fhould Co far degener .He from the meek­
nds of their anc.eftors, or deviate from the man­
ners of their brethren here, 3S to renounce their 
fundamental princ:ples, and become turbulent, 
much lefs abetron of injuftice. But, by this 
time rhe reader mufi: h~ve learned how to inter­
pret the writer's words: with him to hold their 
privileges is to be unjuft:; and to refule deliverinO' 
them lip to hb pal ty, IS to be unquiet. 0 

In 
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In like manner when he fays, " it is very plain 

" that they have no mind [0 give a lingle fhilling 
~, for the King's ufe, unlefs they can thereby 
" increafe their own power." It is the fame 
thing as to fay that the Governor will not re­
ceive a Ihilling from them unlefs they gave him 
IIp their power. After what has been faid muft 
not the people have rea[on to think, as he con­
feifes they do, " that every fuch rejection of a 
" money bill, is a defign againft their liberties, 
" and throw the whole blame on their proprietors 
" and Governors ?" .As it is too well known that 
the people, and all but thoft of his pa,ty, are on 
the fide of the aifembly, he judged it could be 
of no ufe [0 conceal it: but he had better have 
faid nothing than given fo filly a rearon for it, 
namely, " that they are not well enough ac­
" quainted with the nature of Government, to 
" underfb.nd why the money bills cannot be 
" paIred;" their underfianding mull: be very 
\H:ak indeed, as weak as this wrirer's, if they 
{.annot tell why the bills cannOt be paifed, in cafe 
the rea(on is, as he pretends, becau[e they aik 12 

years for finking them infiead of 5. 
He goes on p. 23, reprefenting the miferabie 

condition of the province and imputing it all to 
the aifembly, in terms which may jufily be turned 
on thofe of his party; and then alledges two in­
fiances, Brit of a petition from 1000 p.)or families, 
who inhabit the back parts of the colony, to the 
alfembly in Augufl 1754, foon after IVC1jhington's 
defeat, prayir,g that they might be furnifhed 
with :::rms and ammunition for their defence; but 
this petition, he fay~, was rejeCted with fcorn : 
the fecond is of a meifage in December following 
from their Indian.allies to the. Governor, begging 
that he would direct the building of a wooden 

forr, 
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fort, in which they offered [0 defend themfeJves 
and the inhabitants of Penfy/vania from iocurfions: 
this alfo he tdis us the affembly refufed, bidding 
them, if they were afraid, to retire farther within 
the province. 

The reader, we prefume, has feen too much of 
the malice and infincerity of this writer, to believe 
any thing which he affirms upon his bare tefti­
mony; and after he has been fo often detected in 
falfehoods, will not condemn the affembly on his 
fingle evidence: but at leall fufpend their judg­
menrs till they may have time to clear themfdves~ 
if neceffary; and the rather as we find this laft 
particular very differently repre(ented in rhe Pen­
fy/v£lnia Gazette of Dec. J 9, which contains both 
the Governor's mdfdge and the affembly's anfwer 
Em that occafion. Mr. Morris, on the 4th, re­
commended to them to make" provifion for the 
" maintenance of t-he Indians at Aughwik, and 
" for feeting up fomf fiachados round the place 
" they {h{)uld fix on for their wimer's refidence." 

The affembly on the 6(h, afler declaring" their 
" willingnefs to treat thtm with jufl:ice, humanity, 
.. and tendernefs, as till then they had done; una­
" nimou'fly refolved to defray the reafonable 
" charges for fupport of (he Indians, till their next 
" meeting: but as Croghan feemed refolved tD 
" removt: from Aughwik, whereby the India1lJ 
" would be left without any proper perron to take 
" care of providing for their fub{1ftence, they re­
" commend it to [he Governor's confideration, 
" whether it might not be more convenient for 
" the Indians themfeIves, and ;ers expence to the 
" province, if they were invited (0 come ne.lrer 
" their back inhabitants, till by hunting, or other­
" wife, they might be able co fubfift themfelves 
" with faftty.'· 

Is 



[ 60 ] 

,. Is there any thing in all this fo rude or regard­
lefs of the Indians as he reprefents the cafe? All 
fuogdbons th.lt the ~akers will not defend them" 
fe~es and their property, muft be falfe, from the 
inftances alread y produced to the contrary. Their 
oppofition to the defigns of [he pa~ty is a confuta­
tion of the charge. They know It would be but 
of little fignificancy to fecure their rights againfi: 
the attempts of a Governor, if at the fdme time 
they [uft"ered a foreign enemy to {hip them of both 
liberty and property, wichout making Jny relift­
ance. They know too that [hey could not expeCt: 
to be ieft in poffeffion of a cOlmtry, unlcfs they 
were refolved to defend it; a~d that the readieft 
way to be divdted of the poffeffion, wouiJ be to 
refufe contributing their utmon: to preferve it: 
finee, in reality, the province is the King's, from 
whom they luve it in tru(~, on a prefumption that 
they willlecure it for him againft all enemi~i ; and 
who, in cafe of their failure, will rerume the pof­
femon, in order to prevent the loIS of it. 

Although (he ~akers, out of religious prin. 
ciple, are averfe to bear arms themfelves; yet they 
will, no more than thofe of other pcrfuafions, fuf­
fer their property to be taken from them fur want 
of making a pruper oppufition. If they do nor 
fight in perron, they are ready w pay thofe who· 
will; which is as much as the generality of thoft! 
do, whJ fcruple not going to war out of confci. 
ence: and that Penfylvania will .1[yurd men enouO'h 
willing to fight, without compelling the Q.lake~, 
app~ars frl,m the proprietary infiruEtions to the 
prefent Gov~rnor" requiring men [0 be uifed, but 
yet fo as not to oblige any (0 bear arms who may 
be contCicntioufly lei upu]ouo. 

In Kiflg Jj/'/!,',?liI'S war, Mr. llit//, a Quaker of 
R)'J.ic' j~!7'1/l), who commanded a veffd of which 

he 
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he was owner, was met at rea by a French pri·· 
vateer, which coming up with him, the caprain or­
dered him to ftrike. The ~aker made anfwer 
that he could not refolve to part with' either his 
1hip or cargo, which were his property, and of 
confiderable value; neither could he, by the laws 
of his religion, fight: but he would fpeak [0 his 
man Charles, who was of another per(uafion, and 
in cafe he was inclined to fight, he would not hin­
der him. Accordingly Charles was called, who 
accepred the encounter; and falling to work with 
the Frenchman, foon obliged him (0 fheer off. This 
Charles was no other than the late Sir Charles IYa­
ger, who rhen ferved that honeft ~aker ; and the 
report which Mr. Hull made, when he arrived at 
London of this gallant attion, was thefirO: rife of that 
worthy admiral. The ~akers therefore, in effect, 
will fight; but the party are not content, that the 
~lakers, like themfelves, . fhould fight by proxy; 
they want to oblige them, againO: both law and 
confcience, toJi~ht in perfon, thoLlg.h without any 
neceffiey. This IS one part of the wicked tyrannic 
{cherne which they are driving at. The Quakers 
befides contributing their quota in the laft war: 
behaved ~ith more circllmfpetl:ion, as obedient 
dutiful and loyal fubjects to his MaJe!ly and Go~ 
vernmenr, (han the party did who would reprefent 
them in a contrary light. For it is notorious, that 
rhe few now complaining and arraignilJg their can. 
dlltt., held conftant correfpondence with the King's 
enemies, and fupplied them wirh all forts of flores 
and provifi(lns ; and, (he better to carryon this 
treafonable trade, they had faClors refiding in all 
rhe remarkable ports of the French and Sptwi /J 
Wefl-lndles, during the laft war. :; 

In hne, as the Quakers do not profef~ 10yaLy to 
the Kiiig~ afid difhonuur him in their actions, nt)-

rher 
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ther do they refufe to advance money for his fer­
vice; all they defire is to fee (according to a legal 
right which they have to fee) that fuch money be 
laid out for his fervice, as to anf wer the public uti­
lity, for which it was voted;, and not [Q be funk 
in the pockets of venal LIeutenant-Governors. 
Some of whom formerly have been fent over as 
hungry as {barks, in order, as it were, r,) prey up .. 
on the vitals of the inhabitants, and devour aU the 
profits of the land. T?efe m~11 are not c,ontent 
with a handfome provl[ion anllng out of lIcences 
for public hou[es, to the amount of 2500 l. pc" 
IZnnu11Z, exclulive of what the affembly gives them, 
which is feldom leis than 1000 I. more. How 
many gentlemen of fuperior merit and abilities for 
governing a provi,nce, would be perfectly eafy with 
half fuch an appomtment? but iharks can never 
be fatisfy'd. 

" From what has been faid ((1ith the letter­
" writer, p. 25.) it clearly appears how much we 
" fuffer, by having all public money in fueh 
"hands." By we, muO: be underO:ood folely of 
his party; for all eIfe think themfelves great gain­
ers, as he himfelf, in effect, allows bur a few lines 
before, in the concern he expreifes to find not only 
the (;ermans, who make one half of the i:ir.abi~ 
lants, but all the people in general in the interefl: 
of the afTcmbly, whom they connder as their beit 
friends. 

He goes on" were the cafe otherwifl'," (that is, 
was the difpofal of thepub!ic money in the hands of 
his parry)" matters mightbe managed with [ecrefy~ 
~, eafe, expedition, fuccds, and a fmall expcnce, by 
" embracing the proper opportunit;e,." O! no 
doubt of ir, as all lhe wirJom, intrgrity, and fru­
gality, mllft needs b~ on [he Il..le of the Gover­
nor and ,his party, e.very thing would then go on 

fwim-
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fwimmingly. The charge of Goverrlment would 
be but a trifle to what it is now; the number of 
officers would be reduced half in half, as well as 
their falaries; and the Governor himfelf would be 
con ten t with 1000, or 1500 t. a year, inftead of 
40001. But will they find any without doors to b~­
lieve them? or any within, among the affembly, 
weak enough to try them? 

It mufl: be obferved, that this is one of the two 
places in the letter, where we meet with glimmer. 
ings of the grand point which the Governors are 
driving at, and the true caufe of their not pailing 
the mouey-bills, all along fo ind uftriouOy fuppreffed 
by this writer; namely, their not having the dif­
pofal of the money: which tranfpires a little in the 
words, " were the cafe otherwife ;" but fomewhat 
more clearly in thofe which follow; " the fettle­
" ments of the French at Crown Point, and on the 
" DhZo, might both have been prevented at firft, 
" with one 50th part of the expence it will now 
" take to diflodge them, had not the hands of all 
" our Governors been tied up, by having the diJ-

. " pofal of no monies on fllch emergen,ies, nor any 
" hopes of obtaining it (the difpofal of the money). 
" from the affemblies, if they fhoukl advance any 
" fums for the public iervice.~' 

Neither the difpofal of the monies, nor hopes of 
obtaining fuch difpo[al from the affembly! poor 
gentlemen, hinc illte lachr),Ulte: who does not pity 
[heir dt'plorab!e cafe? who would not gratify their 
longings to finger the public money, but fueh hard­
hearred men as the affembly, (he Quakers, and 
the reil: of of the people of Penfylval1ia ? But what 
need they fret? Jet chern pluck up a heart and 
comfort themfelves; fince if they difappoim the 
Governor of his darling views, he will have it 
always in his power to be revenged on them, 

by 
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by rtfufing to receive the money v..hich they ofter' 
for the KlIlg's fervice, and putting the province iu 
danger of being taken out of their hands by the 
French---provided the Government here does not 
interp01e in lime. If the Governor had been itn­
powered with [he difpofal of {he money, he would 
have done more than was incumbent cn him, or 
perhaps would have been permitted him: he 
would nut only have prevented the French en­
croachments on the Dblo, but would alfo have 
hind red their building Crown Point fort, although 
in another Governor's province. Bue as tile a[­
fembly will not give up to him the difp)fJl of the 
money, he will neither defend his own province 
himfeif, nor fufFer the aiTembly to defend ir. \\That 
.fuould the Governor care if the Frencb do take it, 
fince they will not let him have his will? why 
1hould he have any care for the colonv, if they will 
not give him (he dirpofal of the calli? what is the 
colony to him without that? 

Some indeed think, that if the Governor in­
tended [0 act honeHIy, he would readily accept of 
the fum voted by the affembly for the King's ufe, 
and nor be afraid [0 render an account whenever 
called upon: but they fay they can have no good 
opinion of a Governor's defigns, who unjufily at· 
tempts to wrdl: out of the hands of the people~ a 
power which he knows thty have a Ieg.J as well as 
natural right to. 

" Bue here it may be jufily a!ked. by wh3t 
" means the ~akers, who are fo fmall a prc of 
" the inhabitanrs, and whore meafurcs J.r,~ fo un­
'" popul.lr (fLlppofing them lO be fuch as this wri· 
l.' ter reprelenrs them) get conrinually chvfcn into 
" rhe affemblies of Penf:;h·tmia ?" 

It is eafy to fee that this would be a confidtrable 
numbing-block to the readtrs of the letter, and a 

grand 
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p';tand ObjeCl:ion againft [he truth of the writer's aC­
cufatiofls: for this reafon he puts the qJdbon him .. 
felf, and p. 26. undertakes to anfwer it. His an .. 
fwer, in fubftance, is this; " that in the late Spani/h 
war, Governor 'Thomas calling on them to arm tor 
their defence, they were alarmed with the profpeCl: 
of Ioling their power, if they fuould comply, as hath 
been £hewn above: that they therefore emered in· 
to cabals, and perfuaded the Germans there was a 
defign to enfiave them, and force their young men 
to be foldiers: that a military law was to be made, 
infupportable taxes'laid on them, and what not, 
unlefs they joined [0 keep in the ~akers, under 
whofe adminifiration they had long enjoyed eafe 
and tranquillity; and [0 force out of the aifembly 
all thofe who were likely to join the Governor, in 
giving money for annoying [he enemy." 

The inftrument it feems they made ufe of to 
effeB: this, was one Sauer a German printer, who 
publithes a news-paper entirely in the Gel"man lan­
guage. "In confequence of this, the Germans 
" who had hitherto been peaceable without med­
" ling in elections, came down in fuoals, and car­
" ried all before them. Near 1800 of them voted 
,., in [he county of Philadelphia, which threw (he 
" balance on the fide of the ~aktrs; who hav­
" ing found om this fecret, have ever fince ex-­
" eluded all other ptrfuafions from the afftrnbly. 
" conftantly calling in the Germans [0 their aid, 
" by means of this printer." A terrible and dan· 
gerous man to be fure ! 

This anfwer to the objection is plaufibJe: and 
yet was ir:' in the main true, it ought to throw no 
reflection on the ~akers: for 6rft the land is pro· 
perly their birthrighr, and the polfeffion in juftice 
belongs to them. They cannot chereforebe blamed 
for ufihg their endeavours to keep poLfdIion, and 

F hinder 
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hinder others from reJping the fruit of 'their Ii 
hours, after takin a fo much care to bring the pro .. 
vince into its pref~nt fiourifhing condition. Pru~ 
dence therefore, as well as juftice, evinces the ob­
ligation, and even necemty, of returning and con­
tinuing [he Quakers in the affembly : _ not only as 
having been [he firO: feulers and eftablIfhers of the 
Government; but alfo as having, by their good 
man:lgement and conduct ever fince, fhewn them­
felves ro be [he fineft perfoos for keeping up the 
prof peri (y of the colony, as Wt II as the fafeft gllar­
dians who could be intrufled wirh [he eftablifhed 
rights and liberties of its inhabitants, againft the 
many iniquitous arrempts of the Governor's men. 

If therefore [hey did folicit the affifiance of the 
Germans [0 prcfer~e t heir own inrerefts, they were 
certainly ill the righe of it; and in cafe they, for 
that end, endeavoured [0 perfuade thofe ftrangers 
that the Governor had in view, to make naves of 

. them, I cannot fee how they can be thought to 
have been in the wrong, fince an attempt to wreft 
from them by force their moO: valuable rights and 
privilege'S, might well be looked on in that light. 
They certainly had, or at leal! judged they had, 
juft rtaron to call the Germans to [heir aid, or elfe 
chey would noc have done it; fince the writer 
himfelf acknowledges (hac this was the firH: time 
that they had taken fuch a llep. 

To prevent a difcov.:ry, he conceal, the tim~,or 
year, of the eleCtion which he mentions: but in all 
likelihood it was chac of the year 17+4, when 
they had very great rearon indeed to make all the 
friends they could among the other inhabitant\;, to 
prever,t the violent meafures which were then fet 
on foot to dellroy the freedom of eleCtions, and 
fill the afftmbly with creatures of the Governor: 
for all the privateer failors in [he harbour of Pbil-

6 adelpbia, 
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adelphia, under the influence of the Governor's 
men, ca-me armed to the Court Houfe, where the 
Sheriff was then taking the pole; and with open 
violence hindered the legal voters, who were in che 
intereft of the ~akers, from voting: knocking 
down, and beating in a moO: barbarous manner, 
all who appeared not to be of their party; An~ 
when the houfe of affembly came to fit, and take 
cognizance of the affair, in order co find mit and 
bring the delinquents to juftice, the Governor 
granted noli proflgui's. HOlA.ever, chis alarming 
and lawlefs tranfattion, which ftruc!\: terror into 
the mind~ of the people, throughout the whole 
province of Penfylvania, Hill remains frelh in the 
memory of every independent voter, and is to be 
feen, with all its circumO:ances at large, on the 
jOllrnals and votes of the aifembly. 

Is it then to be wo,,(~er(:'d after thi3, if ever 
fince, as the writer fays, they call in the Germans 
to their aid? but allhough he keeps thefe violent 
mt'afures of his party from the knowledge of his 
readers, he does not pretend to charge the Ger­
mans with_ any unlawful or difurderly behaviour 
on the oecafion; and yet if they had repelled vio­
lence by violence, nobody could have blamed 
them when they were provoked to it, and had 
acted merely in their own defence. 

It is likewife worrh obferving, that although this 
writer would have calling in tht= Germans [0 voce 
to be reckoned a crime in the Quakers, yet his 
own parcy fet (hem the example: for, previous to 
the election above-mentioned, (he Germans were 
tampered wich by the GovtrnOr's men; and, on 
their promifing to vote for them, he, to qualify 
them for -the purpore, procurc:d many hundreds of 
them to b~ naturalized. The Germans howt'ver, 
voted aft~rwards on the ~akers [ide, from a con-

F 2 'fcioufnefi 
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{ciou[ne(s, or apprehenfion, that if the other partY' 
got a majority in the affembly, they would make 
fuch laws as ferved their own interefis, however 
detrimental to the liberty of the people, and good 
of pofierity; which, although {he higheft earthly 
blemng~, are no longer dear to men [han their 
principles remain. uncorrup(ed~ .. 

From the partIal account given of rhlS affaIr by 
the author of the Ie. ter, thG reader has a farther 
in!hnce of his difingenuity, and how little his re­
prefenration of any matters which relate [0 the 
Quakers is to be regarded. I {hall not therefore 
take up his [i~e with refLlting the grollndlefs re­
fleCtions, which, fo.r wanr of real matter to accuJe 
them with, he throws out againft them on this,.as 
on all other oecafions. It is fufficient to obferve, 
that they are only general charges, fupported by 
the bare aifertions of a perron who refolved with 
himfelf, when he fat down [0 write, to relate no­
thing truly; and as no one fad is charged upon 
them in direct terms, they ought to be created, 
like himfeif, with contempt, and as the hateful off­
fpring of malice and detraction. 

However we muft not pars on wiLhowt taking 
notice of one very remarkable perfonage; I mean 
the German printer! he fpeaks of htm in terms 
which {hew the deepeft concern, as well as dread 
of his power: as if all the diftrefs of his party was 
owing to him; and that they can never hope ~o 
compafs their ends, till the authority of thac for­
midable foe is either leffened or deftmyed. Thjs 
printer feerns to be more terrible to them than the 
~akers themfelves, as he hath abov~ (00,000-

Germans ar his devotion, who,. if he buc whifiles, 
come dou:n in /hoals, and ,arr) all before tbem, as he 
1hall direct. 

When-
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Whel'lever they want to call in thefe foreigners 

t:~ their aid, they do it by means of Ihis trinltr: by 
means of this printer, tbey repre/ent all regular cler­
gymen as /pies and toois of fiale: wbene~ler they 
know ()f any /uch mi1ujler in good terms with his peo­
ple, they immediately attack his charafler, by mean; 
of this printer; and to be fure his h.Jfinef~ is done 
at once, for a fingle man has no chance to ilanJ 
againil: fuch a printer as this domillus fac lotum, 
who commands fo many thouJands, and obligt-s 
them to do whatever fervice he pieafes to fend them 
on. 

Who would imagine that printers, and Germrm 
printers (00, fhouid become fo formidable in Ame­
rica, as to firike terror in'o (ht' hearts of even Go­
vernors tht'mfeives, for the genc:ral, the mort 
dreadlefs and affuming mortals of any [0 be found ~ 
Yet we have had, it [eem-, of late., two in[t.\Oce~ of 
[he kinlil, Zenger in New Fork, and Saiier in Pm-

Jylvania. 
Not daring to try his il:rength at fair we3poo~, 

with this liercu/ean typographer, he ha3 rte.ourft: 
to his ufual method of ca!l'Imny, and bdtows 
invidious names on him, as thule r,f Frenrh pro­
pher, and popifh emiffary. l\' (Ir i~ it any wonder, 
that a printer who has wrollght his party (0 much 
mifchief, and blown up their defigns agJinil: the 
afi'tmbly, fhouJd be the objt'Ct of his kc'enefi re­
(eotment Accordingly the remainder of his let­
ter, confining of near one half, is employed in 
blackenif10g the character of this printer, as well as 
the Germans, a1d contriving ex~ e, hents t() abridge 
his moil excenfive influence and JLlthoricy in Pen­
h'/'vania. 

This German printer has been a u(eful member 
in the [oeieey, it no orherwile ch,m in prefcrving 
the liberty of [he fubjea, by communicating and 
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e"p,,[lOg the:,\ il defjgns and oppreffions of the 
Governors to ti.e people, in the fame manner as 
Zenger, betu,-c-memiQned, had done at N~'W ro:~, 
not many ytars before: a proof of pubhc fprnt 
which an E1Jgli/h printer at Philadelphia had not 
the courage or zeal to give, with-held by govern­
ment-conneCtions, and influence; which too gene­
rally deftroy parriotifm, and hinder men from 
difcharging thofe duties which they owe to their 
country. 

The writer has expatiated fo much on the 
danger and ruin which muft attend keeping the 
Quakers in the a{fembly, that one would have 
imagined it was the greaten: evil which could pof­
fibly befal Penfylvania: but it feems, after all, 
that this is not the greaten: evil: there is a worre 
than it, attending thole infid ious praCtices, car­
ried on by means of the faid printer with the Ger­
mans. For there people, it feems, " Inflead of 
" being peaceable and indufiriou5 as before, now 
" finding themrdves of fuch confequence, are 
" grown infolent, fullen, and turbulenr, in fame 
" counties threatning the livEs of all who op­
" pofe their views." Surely Llch fans of Oaugh­
ter cannot be averfe to arms! 

" They give out, that they are a majority, and 
" {hong enough to make (he country their own." 
Surely then they wIll not let the French take it 
from them for want of defending it. "They 
" have fuffered the greaten: oppreffions under 
" Popifh Princes in their narive countries, where 
" they could enjoy neither libcrty of confcience, 
" nor their riches with fafety: furely then it can­
" not be all one to them which King crets the 

" t:> 
U country, George or Louis: the Proteftant or the 
U Romifh monarch. And altho' many of them 

1hould 
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fhould be Papiils, as this writer a{ferts, they like a, 
Protefiane and Eng1iJh government better than 
their own, or they would not have left it to go 
live in PenJy!vania; anel their knowing the war) 
which can happen, if a Popiih Prince ihould gee 
the dominion, is the greater fecurity to tl e, {hat 
they will never fuffer him to obtain ir, if they 
can pcffibly keep him Ollt. It feerns a very great 
inconfiften-:y, lh.1t they ihould leave Germany to 
avoid the ty ranny of their r;atural prince~, and 
yet willingly put themfelves u'lder the power of 
the French, who are more arbitrary fiill th,m thl! 
German. 

Y tt this writer f{"prefents mJtter~, as jf not on· 
ly the French of Cuwda have rurned (heir hopts 
upon this great body of Germans (-ttled in PenJ3'I­
vania, btl[ even that thefe people fa V,Jur th<:i r de­
fign: (0 that if lhe F1eJ1cb do but fend their J e­
" fuitical emifTaries among [hem, to perfuade 
c:, them over to the Popilh religion, they will 
&, draw them from the Englifh in mul'iructes, or 
" perhaps lead them'in a blJdy againtt u·!' 

Surely, a man \\ho can fo confidenrly affert fo 
great an improbability, as if he certainly knew it 
would be the cafe, mutt be capabJe of aifL'fting 
any abfurdity, as ",:ell as fallbood : for, is it pomble 
that people who abandoned their own country, 
chiefly to avoid the tyranny of rhe Popilb reli­
gion, ihould il> eafily be reconciled to it, and 
induced to embrace what they flej to avoid? Ihould 
fo fuddenly change their opinions, as co believe 
Popery amiable, which till [hen thev looked on 
as monfrroul1y deformed? and ihould all at once 
embrace what before [.hey fo g:-eatly abhnrred? 
This is the more unlikely Hill, as he confefT~(h, 
p. 35. that" The mort cOllfiderab:e and weigh-
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" ty feet among them is the MenQnifls, whore 
" principles are much the fame with thote of the 
" ~akers; that many of them are Moravians, 
~ -and that there are many other f~et) fptinging 
" up among the Germans." Which faCts are fo 
many confutations of what he has advanced; fince 
it is well known that the Proteflant feCtaries, the 
farther they divide, the farcher they remove from 
Popery, as their aim is to approach nearer to the 
fimplicity of primitive Chriftianity. . 

It is true, he fays, that near one fourth of the 
Germans are fllppofed to be Romanifts; and that 
the il10ravians are fufptcted to be a dangerous 
pec:ple, becallfe they conceal their religion, and 
feem to hold fume tenets and cutloms much a-kin 
to the Papifls. But as thefe, if not downright fal­
fities, are only conjectures and furmifes of the wri­
ter and his party, as/ar as they have an opportu­
tli~y of judging, they muO: yield place to the cha­
racier given of them by thofe who had good oppor. 
tunities of judging. and are better acquainted with 
them. From luch we Jearn thac the Germans in 
Pnzfyh.Jtmia are a pen pIe eafily governed, '.\'ithollt 
power, and no "alS ambi[ious of amholiry: there 
are not above five or fix in [he whole province, 
who hold any placc.~ of eirh,r truft or profit; they 
dread the thoughts ot an abfolme government, 
an~ are fcnflbl~ of (he liberty and ocher bldlings 
whICh r1wy enJoy under an Englifh confiitution ; 
they have fuch horrible ideas ot Popery and arbi­
trary power from" oef ul experience in their own 
countrit s, efprcially that of the French King, that 
to a man they would p~eftr dea[h rather than fub. 
mit [0 live lll:~tr it, 

The namlJ! harr.:d which the Germans have 
for [he FUlICb, and irreconci:eable enmity which 

fubfilq; 
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fubfifts between them in America, will always be 
a means to det~r, rather than encourage the French 
to attempt any enchroachments in the neigbour­
hood of the German fettlers. Mofi: of them are 
Lutherans and Calvinifts, the reil: Moravians and 
Menonifls, a religious pe~ple, inoffenfive and fond 
of inft.ruCtion; but far from being ignorant, as 
the leIter-writer repl efenrs th;,.m. They have 
fchools and meeting-houfes in almoil: every town­
fbi::> throu:)h the province, aud have more mag­
nificent churches and other places of worfhip in 
the j~y of Philadelphia itfelf, than thofe of all 
the ocher perfuafions a3ded together. They abound 
likewife with able minifters and reachers. Thus 
the moO: numerous part of the Germans are pro~ 
vided with teachers; and the writer of the letter, 
p. 3 I, acknowledges that the relt might be made 
good Protdhnts, and good fighting fubjects, in 
cafe regular minifiers and fchoolmafiers were fent 
among them to infiruct them. He likewife, p. 41. 
allows that a confiderable progrels is made in a 
defigl1 of this nature, and a confiderable fum col­
Jected for it. 

If this be the cafe, how little grounds mua he 
have for (hofe dreadfLlI apprehenfions which he 
affects, of the Germans being carried away in mul­
titudes by the POpif11 emiffaries, fuppofing them 
to be fa ignoranr as he affats? Are there Romifh 
priefts more affiduous and dextrous in their work 
of converting, than the Pro(efianc minifiers in that 
of inftructing and watching their flocks? or, has 
Popery a more alluring and capcivating afpeEt in 
America than it has i,) Europe? 

In {horr, all his objections againft the Germans 
are malicious, falfe and forced: the only one which 
{eerns (0 be againft them, or rather againft [hofe 

who 
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who allotted them their fettlements, is, their having 
fetrIed too many of them toge[her, inftead of in­
termixing them with the other inhabitants. This 
method would have prevented any apprehenfions 
of their powei, by dividing them; and might 
have habituated them infenGbly both to the Jan .. 
guage and cufioms, if not the manners of the 
Englifh: but this courfe with them, which in all 
likdihood would have had all the effetl:s which he 
fo arde:-: Jy defires, the wri ter never once men .. 
lions, either bec"ule t!,ar :~ight have reflected 
O!1 h::, own palty, who Ltrkd them in their pre­
fent d;C:i ;(;(~; ur eire, blcaufe he had nothing 
more in view than to propore the beft means he 
could t!1ink on of gaining his point as things now 
{land, an J getting the power out of the hands of 
the aiTlmbly, without any real regard to the wel­
fare of [he prrNince, or [he Ellglijh intereft in ic. 
For, if the Germans are fo turbulent, and talk al­
ready of fe:zing the province, or giving it up to 
the Pi e,lLh, as he alledges, the method which 
l1e would have taken with them, by {hipping 
them of their privileges for thirty years, and com­
pelling them, as it were, to receive the El1gli/h 
language and religion, will only ferve to exafpe­
rate them, and fpur them to put fllCh defigns in 
execution: which, if they are able to do at pre­
fer,t by their numbers, they will at any time be 
able to accomplifb; as it may be prefumed their 
increa[e will be in prop0 riion to that of the reft 
of the inhabitanrs of Penfylva1zia, and confcquenc-
1y, tbat they will always be the mJjori[y. 

To the Germans, in a great meafure, is to be 
.afcribed the prefent flourifhing condition of the 
province, owing to their induftry in cultivating 
the lands, and the weal~h which they brought with 

them 
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them into Penfy/vania. But as he thinks the coun­
try is already over-ftocked with them, he would 
ba\1e a itop put to {he " importation of any more, 
" and the migration turned another way." Bur, 
if they be the ungovernable wretches he repre­
rents them to b~, how will that remedy the evil? 
It may remove, but not cure it, and the ocher 
provinces will not thank him for his advice: but 
he cares noc what evils chey brought 0"0 other pro­
vinces, fo they could be taken off from voting 
at elections for the Quakers. 

The reafon which the writer gives, in a note,. 
p. 32 , for turning the migracion from chern, is, 
becaur~ " If new hands a:'e continually brought. 
" in. and the old families go back to other co­
" lonies, as he fays they do at prefent, (when­
" ever they begi n to get a Ii ttle money, and know 
" fomething of our language) we {hall never make 
" Englifhmen of them." But whore fault is ir, 
that (he old familie~ go off, except theirs of the 
writer's own pany? It is in rc:ality owing to the 
oppreffion of the proprietor's officers, eo trulted 
with his land affairs, eiptcially the S:crdary of a 
certain principal man, who m.:d.::es othrrs fly from 
their native cOl!ntry, though not for [uch flagrant 
crimes as a perfon well known to him{elf fled from 
his own. This inftrllment of oppreffion, and an­
other, has been for many years rhe plague of [he 
province, by engroffing and monopolizing every 
fpot of valu.lble l.wd, in order to fell again at an 
exorbitant price; of which numerous inltances 
might be produced, ~)me whereof were compiain­
ed of here about three years ago, and a proper 
admonition given to a cerrain perf on to look bet­
ter [0 the behaviour of bis of11cers. 

After 
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After uttering fo many fllfehoods, and injuri­

ous refleCtions againfr the Quakers and the Ger­
",ans, which his malice could invent, the reader, 
we prefume, can no more believe that he was for­
ry the tafk fell to his lot, as he p:-erends, p. 37, 
than that truth and duty obliged him to take up the 
pen. Y tt he feerns confident, ,hat his reprefenta­
tion of things will be taken for granted, and mat­
ters ordered by the Parliament according to his 
four inftructions. 

The fidl: of them is" to oblige all thofe who 
cc fit in the .ffembly to take the oaths of allegi­
(' ance (0 his Majefty; and perhaps a teft or de­
U c1aration that they will not refufe to defend 
IH. their country againll all his Majeity's ene­
" mies." 

This article is calculated not only to exc1ude 
the ~akers wholly from the affembly, by oblig­
ing them to rake an oath; but alfo [0 compell 
them perfonally to take up arms againft their 
confciences, which confirms what we before fug­
gefied on this occafion. This p ropo fa I is fo fla­
grantly unjufr and oppreffive, that if the charac­
ler of the writer was not known, it might be 
wondered how he could have the prefumption to 
offer fuch an infult to the Brililli legiOature. Yet 
he has the farther affurance (0 fay that is the final­
left tefl of fidelity which can be required from [hem: 
Altho' he knew that Mr. Penn founder of the co­
lony in his JaO: charter of 1683, enjoins" all 
" who ferve the government in any capacity, 
" folemYlly to promife when required allegiance 
" to the crown amI fidelity to the ploprietor 
" and Governor." This folemn affirmation is alJ 
w hie h can be expected from ~akers, confifrent 
with their religious principlts; and which not 

many 
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many years a~o t~e Br,itifh legiflature eftablifhed 
by Jaw' as Judgmg It from the conduct d the 
people. 'as well as the nature, of the thing itfdf, 
to be reaily in 2.!1 refpects eqU1v~lent to an oach ; 
as ""ith,.:..,.l[ QCl.bt it is. Many mdeed mutmured 
againfi. this aEt when in, agitation, as if, i~ was in­
dulgincr the Q!lk.ers wah a greater pnvllege than 
any other Proteftants, even church men, enjoyed; 
and caft a nur or reproach on all thofe who take 
oaths. To this it may be anfwered, that it is in 
the power of other Proteftants to wipe off the 
nur or reproach if they think it one, and intitle 
themfelves to the fame privilege with ~ak.trs, 
by only leaving off the ufe of profane C\.U'fing and 
fwearing. Whenever any fea or body of [hem 
£hall prove themfelves duly qualified, there i9 no 
doubt but the parliament will on their application 
fubftitute the folemn affirmation inftead of an 
oath, as well. for them as they have done for the 
Quakers. 

His fecond direction is, " to fufpend the right 
" of voting for members of alTembl y from [ho 
'" Germans, till they have a fufficient knowledge 
" of our language and conftitution; this provi­
" fion he fays, is as reafonable as the other:~ 
I grant it; thac is~ it is not reafonable at all: for 
after what has been faid on the oecaGon, it does 
not appear that there is any ground for drpriving 
thofe people of lheir privileges, efpecially as the 
~akers would be entirely excluded from the af­
fembly by [he firft article. This fhevvs he is (till 
afraid his party would not be able to obtain their 
ends; and thar three fourths of the people muft 
be deprived of either the privilege of fitting in 
the a(fembly, or voting, before he thinks [hey 
would have a chance for it ~ and even then it is a 
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bundred to one but they would find themfeJv{'~ 
miltaken, and be obliged to gee three fourths of 
the church men and diffenters deprived of rheir 
right of'voting aHo, before his party could have 
the Jean hopes of gaining their point: for the ge­
nerality of all the differtnt perfuafions a;oe in the 
Jame way of thinking, and act on the fame pI in-
ciples with thofe of the ~akers. 

The three remaining articles rdate to the in­
firu{tion of the Gennans; and fe~m to be inferred 
rather for a glofs to his plan than any thing elfe, 
as they are in effeCt contained in the f( condo All 
that is new in them, relates to haVIng all bonds, 
contraCts, wills and other kgal writingc; made in 
the Englijh tongue; and that no news paptrs, 
almanacks, or other periodical paper ihould be 
printed in a foreign language, at Jean-, unItfs an 
EngliflY vufion be printed in the oppofite column 
or page: which two cautions are cert.iinly proper 
and neceffary, excepting that the article which 
relates towills, may require fame mitigation. 

Thus haveing gone thro' the writer's letter, 
.article by article, it remains only to take notice of 
what he fays in the two or three laft paragrJphs. 
In the firO: of them, p. 43, he f..1YS that" during 
" (he late war, they (he means thofe of his par­
" ry) petitioned his Maje!1y, fetting forth their 
" difficulties and the defencelds (bte of the pro­
" vince, but received no relief; owing, as they 
" prelumed, to the other weighry afbir<, which 
" then eogrofft'd the attemion of the minithy." 

Now this is fiotoriouOy falfl', and a refl:Ction 
on his M~0dl:y as well as his minifters: for upon 
an application for that purpofe, the Oller floop 
of war, captain Baladine was fent Ou[ to their alJ 
and deftnce. ~he arrived and was in the port of 
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fhiladelphia when the spanijh privatee~ before .. 
mentioned was' in the river Delaware. Th~ af­
fembly' voted the captain a ha~drom_e ~refe~~, 
upon his arrival, to buy flores, &c. )vhlC~ 1t &c1n ~t 
,be fuppofed the author is a fuanget to, ,or ~ou)Cl 
forget; unlers he has done it willlfullYi fot fear 
the conduCt and behaviour, to the captam. <?f dre 
Governor's party (the few who had the fo'etrade 
to the French and Spallijh JPefl-Indies,) fh'C1uid ble 
expo fed. Could the author -forget that the C:;lP­
tain of the man of war fell in with one of 'their 
veifds, in the bay of Del/aware, freighted from 
the Spanijh l¥e.ft-Indies? that he feized her and 
fent her [0 Pirginia to be condemned? and that 
thofe people arrefted [he captain on his arrival at 
Philadelphia from his cruize, for the damage they 
pretended .to have received from fuch capture? 
or could he forget the proceedings which followed 
thereupon? 

Thus, that his condua may be of a piece (hro' 
the wha!t', as he begins with a fallhoad, fo he 
continues his rout and' ends with a fallhood. If 
there be any thing of truth in his letter, to be 
[,.Ire tt muft be in chofe places where he rpeaks in 
praire of the proprietors and the Governors, 
whom he takes his leave of by averring, " it 
" may be [aid, with the greateft juftice, that 
" they have done every thing in their power to 
" affitt us (that is his p:U(Y) and !keep up to an 
" Englijh conjlitutit";n;" thac is, by e_nd.c;avouring 
t'1 dellroy that of (he Quakers. He concludes, 
" whatever be the c )nflqllence, aH' ou':'r misfor­
U tunes can be charged no where, but tli10n our 
" people themftlves ;" the Governor's men: 1 
" agree with him, and I have 01ewn, con­
" tinuts he, th.lt it would be plainly repug. 
U nane to thdr interdl: to remedy grievances." 
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I agree with him in this point alfo. HOW' 
truth will flip out often unawares ?----He 
adds in the Jan: place, " all redrefs therefore 
U muft, if ic comes, come from his Majefty and 
c, the Britifh parliament." In this particular, 
the ~akers, boch here and in Penfylvania, are 
of opinion with the letter writer; nor is there 
any thing which they more ardently wiCh, as hath 
been already obferved, than (hat their gracibus 
King would take them under his own protec­
tion. 

FIN I S. 
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