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AN

ANSWLER to, &

HEN perfons in power and office have
‘;s ; given offence to the people over whom
they are fer, by attempts to deftroy
their privileges or other rights, and find them on
the point of addreffing the Crown againft their
unwarrantable proceedings ; their ufual method is
to endeavour to get the ftart of them, and publifth
fome falfe ftate of the cafe, calculated to juftify
themfelves, and maliga their opponents, in order
to prejudice the Government, as well as the Pub-
lic, againft them, only till fuch time as the injured
people have made their cafe known. In which
they propofe no farther to obtain their ends, than
to take fome little revenge for their difappoint-
ment, by vilifying the authors of it for a feafon.
This is in reality the cafe with the author, or
rather authors, of a malicious pamphlet lately pub-
lithed here, and induftrioully propagated by the
friends and efpoufers of the party, in favour of
whom the brief flate of Penfylvania was written.
For thofe gentlemen, finding they were not able to
carry the point which they aimed at, and that the
affembly, by their meffage to the Governor, of
the
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the 26th of Dec. laft, * ¢ had come to a refolution
¢¢ to addr.fs the Crown, in fupporl: of their civil
L righfs and liberties,’’ which they efteemed to be
greatly infringed by the Governor’s refuling to ac-
cept any of the fums offered by them for the
King’s fervice, though tendered in the manner
and form which had always been ufed in the pro-
vince; they refolved to be before hand with them,
and publifh the prefent pamphlet, full of invec-
tives, falfities, and unjuft reflections, againft the
affembly and their conduct.

The perfon + who wrote the letter is very well
known to be a Simith, a proper tool enough for the
club who employed him : but not to enter farther
into his chara&er (which is fo dlack, that were we
to difplay itin its proper colours, it would be fof-
ficient to difcredit his work) we fhall begin, with-
out farther detaining the reader, and refute his af-
fertions ; either from our own perfonal knowledge
of matters, or from the tranfactions themfelves,
which paft between the Governor and the aflembly,
particularly in December and Fanuary laft, printed
1n the Penfylvania and New Zork Gazette,

“The title page has more the appearance of a
puff, compofed of feveral falfehoods, to fet off the
pamphlet to which it is prefixed, than any thing
elle: for in what pare of it is the true caufe of the
continual encroachments of the French diplay’d 2
where is the fecret defign of their late invafion, and
Jettlement on the viver Ohio, fet forth? firong ex-
preflions to raife the expectations of the Public,
without any thing of a performance like what is
promifed. However, we may chance to fupply

* See the Penfyivania Gazette, for the 311t of Dee. 17c4.
+ In aletter written on this occafion it is fpelled par/or,
perhaps by miftake, as a par/oz and a fwith {eem to have no
real connection, whatever they may in a metaphorical fenfe.

their
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their defects, and fet forth the affair in a true and
clear, not, as the letter does, in a falle and obfcure
light.

gOf the fame nature with the former are the words
following, to which are annexed, An eafy plan for re-
Storing quiet in the public meafures of that province,
and defeating the ambitious views of the French in
time to come.

One wouldimagine thathis plan was calculated to
defeat the defigns of the French, not only againft this
province of Penfylvania, but all the other Engli/b
provinces inAmerica ; and fo doubtlefs the author,or
authors, would have it underftood : whereas their
{cheme is altogether particular, and confifts folely
in obtaining the ends which they have in view;
namely, to ftrip the Quakers of their rights and
privileges, and fubmit them to the arbitrary will
of their governors. Let us now fee whether what
is farther declared in the title be true, namely, if
the condult of the affemblies of Pentylvania is impar-
tially examined.

The writer of the pamphlet begins with a very
fallacious queftion, as if put by his friend. Wby
we who are efteened one of the richcft colonies in A-
merica, are the moft backward in contributing to the
defence of the Britith dominions in thefe parts?

Penfylvania unhappily, like the reft of the colo-
nies, 1s divided into two parties, one for the true
intereft of the province, the other againftit. The
letter writer would not be thought to be of the lat-
ter, but as he ftates the queftion, he makes him-
felf of it, why are we the moft backward ? and this
will appear to be the truth of the cafe ; altho® by
we he doubtlefs means the oppofite party, or thofe
of the affembly ; in which he advarces a great fal-
fity : for the aflembly of Penfylvania have always
been as forward to contribute, upon any emergency,

B2 as
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as any of the other colonies. As a proof, in the

refent cafe, in their meflage to Governor Morris,
of December 12, 1754. they declare, ¢ As we ac-
¢ count it our duty to do every thing in our pow-
« er to comply with his Majefty’s royal orders,
¢ or that may contribute to the welfare of the
¢« people we reprefent, we have chearfully and al-
<«¢ moft unanimoufly refolved to grant 20,000 /.
< for the King’s ufe.”” This they did in the ufu-
al manner as they have heretofore done 3 but the
Governor has refufed it, on thofe terms, for rea-
fons the author is unwilling to aflign. --- The two
greateft privileges under the conftitution of that
government are, the right which the affembly have
to adjourn themfclves, and meet on their ownad-
journments, and the application of all publick mo-
ney; or, which is the fame, a right of knowing
in what manner it is applied. The advantages of
thefe two privileges, and how neceflary they are
to the well=being of the colony, appears from the
confufion and difcontents which fome neighbour-
ing provinces, at certain times, have laboured un-
der for want of them. The aficmblies have been
harraffed by their governors with tedious lengths
of fitting : and it has been kaown, that when large
fums have been demanded, under a pretence of ap-
plying it to the ufe of the public, the Governor,
as foon as the money was raifed, has put it all in

his own pocket, without applying any of it to the
fervice for which it was demanded.

‘The Governors of Penfylvania have, for fome
time paft, been ufing their endeavours, under vai-
rious pretences, of getting the difpofal of the pub-
lic money into their own hands, without being ob-
higed to give an account to the affembly ; and thi,
we apprehend, will appear to every impartial per-
fon to be the true caufe why the Governor has fo

often
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often refufed to accept the confiderable fums of-
fered by the affembly, though tendered in the u-
fual form, and in reality much greater than could
realonably be expeéted from fo imall a fund of on-
ly 6 or 700 I. per annum, to defray all the charges
of the Government, and other occalions of the
province, and efpecially as there was, at the fame
time, fcarce 500 /Z. in the treafury, This demon-
ftrates that the affembly are neither backward, nor
fparing, in their contributions for the King’s fer-
vice ; and as a farther inconteftible proof likewile,
that they are not againft the defence of their coun-
try by military methods, as the letter writer fo of-
ten falfely afferts; they, not only in their frequent
meflages to the Governor, declare their readinels
to provide for the defence of the colony, but, be-
fore they adjourned themfelves on the 3d of Fanu-
ary laft, they ordered * ¢ 5000 /. to be borrowed
<t on credit of the Houfe, to be laid out for pur-
<¢ chaling freth victuals, and fuch other neceflaries
¢t as they fhould think expedient, for the ufe of
¢« the King’s troops at their arrival.” Purfuant to
the infltructions fent from hence by the Secretaries
of State.

The Governor, and his men, as they are called
in Penfylvania, who have been watching all oppor-
tunities to compafs their defign upon the affembly,
imagined that the prefent encroachments of the
French gave them a fair occafion of effetting it,
and therefore,refolv’d tolay hold of it. They thought
by this means either to decoy them out of their right
of knowing how the public money is difpofed of,
or elfe to force it out of their hands. They apply
fer money to defend the colony: the aflembly
readily comply upon terms confiftent with their

# See Por/ylv. Gaz. 14 Jan. 1755.
B3 rights
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rights and powers. No that won’t do, fay the
party ; we have you now in a cloven ftick: you
thall either give up your privileges, or be expofqd
to the ravages of the Frenchs for you fhall nei-
ther defend yourfelves, nor be affifted by any pro-
vince elfe, on any other terms, The circumftan-
ces of this affair, I think, clearly evince that this
is the real ftate of the cafe. ]

The Letter-writer, p. 4. fays, ¢ We are now In
<« an alarming fituation : but we have brought
« the evil upon ourfelves.”” He might have
gone farther, and faid, < And we are refolved
¢ to augment it, unlefs the affembly cemply with
« our expeftations.” Although he cwns, that
his party have brought th: evil on themfelves,
which is true enough; yet his modelty, poor
gentleman! will not permit him to let the world
know in what manner they brought it on them-
{elves and the whole province. Well, to fave
him his blufhes, 1 will venture to difclofe the fe-
cret for him. The prefent encroachments of the
French had its rife from a flagrant piece of iniqui-
ty, in burning the houfes of a great number of
families, who were fettled on the Fumiatia, a
branch of Safguebanna river ; whofe lands were not
at the time purchafed of the Indians by the pro-
prietor, whatever intentions he might have had
that way.

‘This unjuttifiable proceeding, in the year 1750
or 51, drove near threefcore families vver to the
French, then in the neighbourhood of the Obio,
where they have continued ever fince; big with
refentment and revenge for fuch crue! ufage,
which fhocked thofe people whom we call fava-
ges : a name which more properly belongs to fuch
mercilefs incendiaries, fome of whom have met

with
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with the punifhment on other occafions, which
they had before deferved on that fcore. .

This moft inhuman ation, which is cried up
as a meritorious exploit by the party, was com-
mitted by the Secretary, and other Magiftrates
fubject to his diretions, as appears from his own
letter to the Governor, by way of journal of his
proceedings ; which on his return in trumph from
that glorious expedition, was printed at Philadel-
phia. This was a copy from Governor B---g’s
new way of ejeftment (as it is called in the colonies)
in North Carolina, which perhaps exceeded the
original itfelf, Is it to be wondered if fuch men
as tliefe give up the province to the French, foon-
er than depart from their unwarrantable purfuits,

We fhall pafsover what our author fays on the
flourithing condition of Penfylvania, and his wife
refleCtions on the nature of popular governments,
as well as fly infinuations applied to the Qua-
kers, that a conftitution, although extremely pro-
per at firft for preferving liberty and cncouraging
induftry, may at length, on the alterations of cir-
cumftances, prove prejudicial to both: thefe things
we leave for politicians to confider. Before we
proceed to other falts, however, it may be pro-
per to take notice of what he fays, in the page
before cited, with rcfpect to the trade of Penfyl-
vania,  That from the port of Philadelphia
‘“ (only) at leaft 400 fail of veflels clear out an-
¢ nually,” This article requires fome kind of
elucidation, which our author, not fo much thro’
hafte, as unwillingnefs to enter into particulars,
has omitted ; for that might have led him to re-
veal certain fecrets which carry no very favourable
afpect, and declare,for inftance, how many of thofe
veflels go annually with provifions to the French
and Spaniards in the Weft-Ind:es, and how many

B4 con-
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contra&s and fators were kept there all the laft
war? Likewife how fix or eight particular per_(ons
of the Governors party claimed an exclufive right
to thattrade? and why, if any body elle attempt-
ed the fame, their veflels were fure to be feized ?

The Letter-writer having inveighed againt the
power which the Affembly have of managing the
public money, as a thing attended thh‘ very per-
nicious confequences ; his next defign is to make
it be thought, that this power is a kind of ufur~
pation, by reprefenting it as having been obtained
in fome collufive and unwarrantable manner.
This is evidently his meaning, p. 9. where, af-
ter telling us, that the heirs of the old pro-
prietor, after his death in 1723, being at law
among themfelves about the government and foil,
«¢ Sir William Keith, who was then Governor,
¢ falling into the bands of the affembly, paffed a
¢ law, giving them the fole difpofal of all pub-
¢ lic money, in manifcft contempt of all the in-
< ftructions of the proprietary family.”

This paragraph would infinuate to the world,
that Sir Williem Keith, without the proprietor’s
direction or knowledge, for a fum of money given
him by the affembly for that purpofe, paffed the
act he mentions. This is a vcry charitable re-
AleCtion on Sir William Keith and the then affem-
bly ; but the fatt was thus: at the death of Mr.
William Peun, the old proprictor, as the writer
calls him, the province of Penfylvania was not in
that rich and Rourithing condition which it is in
at prefent, or has been for fome years paft; on
the contrary, it was invclved in great cifficulies,
and even reduced to a low ebb, being charged
with a heavy mortgage: in order thcreforeoto
extricate the proprietors, his heirs, and difcharoe
the provinge from that mortgage which was then

threatened
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threatened to be foreclofed ; the Quakers,?
refpected their old proprietor, as he was one of
their perluafion, and to prevent the government
falling into other hands, unanimoufly joined to
raife the fums neceffary for that end, which could
not be done without paffing the aét in queftion :
and had it not been for the Quakers exerting
themfelves upon that emergency, the foil and go-
vernment of that province, in all likelihood, muft
have been-alienated. But this explanation of the
matter the oppofite party are on this occafion
wiiling to forget, though they have been the great-
eft benefiters by it.

The grievance is, that by this act, the Gover-
nor, and other provincial officers, cannot have
as exorbitant falaries as they might demand ; and
moft of them, it is well known, are never fatis-
fied ; efpecially when they happen to be fuch as
go over to retrieve a broken fortune, which has
been too often the cafe, both in this and other
colonies.

The complaint is exprefled in the next para-
graph, where the writer fays, ¢ The affembly
¢ aim at rendering all fucceeding governors de-
¢ pendent on them ; for that now they annual-
« ly either vote or withhold the falaries of the
¢« Governor and all fuch officers, according as
¢¢ they are or are not the creatures of the aflem-
¢ bly.”

It is true, that whatever fums the aflembly
vote for the Governor, is a benevolence, and what
he has no right to demand :  but he may expett
a gratuity according to his behaviour; and if b
his conduét it appears, that he has the public in-
tereft in view, more than his own private, never
fails of having a good one. Ample provifion
Jikewife is otherwife made for him, and the reft

of
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of the officers of government. What propor-
tion does the officers in the appointment of the
affembly, enumerated by the author of the letter,
bear to thofe in the appointment of the Governor?
I will anfwer: not more than ten does.to ten
thoufand. What 7s the authority, proft, and
honour of the chief juftices and other judges of
the fupreme court ? the judges and magiftrates of
all the counties and ceurts in the province? the

rothonotaries, attorney-general, rangers, (¢, ?
et the balance be ftruck between the officers in
the nomination of both parties, and {ee which will
preponderate.

The writer next exclaims, p. 1o. ¢ That the
¢« affembly being poflefled of fuch unrefirained
<« powers and privileges, feem quite intoxicated,
<« are faCtious, contentious, and difregard the
« proprietors and their Governors.””  This is to
be underftood, becaufe they will not diveft them-
fclves of thofe powers and privileges, which they
have purchafed in great part by their wealth, and
furrender them up to their proprietors and their
deputies, to be treated by them at difcretion. He
adds, ¢« Nay, they feem even to claim a kind
 of independency of their mother-country, de-
¢ fpifing the orders of the Crown, and refuling
< to contribute their quota, either to the general
<< defence of America, or that of their own parti-
¢ cular p.ovince.”

Te laver part of this nivective isa rep-tition
of the falfe allegation, refuted before, whercby
1t appears that the charge may be juftly turned
upon thofe of his party ; who when the affembl
would have willingly and largely contributed for
the general defence, hindered them from giving
by refufing to accept their offers, but on conditi-
ons injurious to their rights.  As for the reft, the

kacrs
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quakers to a man throughout the province, are
fo far from claiming an independency of their
mother country, or defpifing the orders of the
Crown, that they and every inhabitant in the
province, fave the party, would be glad to fee the
government reaffumed and in the immediate pof-
{effion and appointment of the crown.

To confirm what he had advanced, with rel-
pect to the affemblies refufing to conuribute to the
general defence of the colonies ; he charges them
with ¢ oppofing Governour Thomas in raifing
< foldiers -to fend againft the Spaniards in the
““ IJeft Indies, and an abfolute refufal to contri-
¢ bute a farthing for that fervice,”

In anfwer to this glaring inflance, as it is termed
by the letter writer, it muft be obferved firft, that
the Crown had made a provifion for defraying
the expence in raifing men for that expedition,
which rendered the affiftance of the aflembly in
that cafe needlefs. Secondly, there was no op-
pofition given by the afiembly to Governour
Thomas or any body. elfe in raifing foldiers for
that fervice, where the men inlifted were free and
proper to go upon that duty. The controverfy
was about the taking indented fervants and ap-
prentices, which muft be condemned as illegal :
but {uch tyranical influence was ufed by the Go-
vernour’s partly at that time, that the diftrefled
were obliged to fend to New Xurk, 100 miles
diftant, for lawyers to fet forth their privilegz of
excmption,

Becaufe the writer does not think a fingle in-
ftance, tho’ fuch a glaring one, fufficient to prove
his charge, he endeavours to mufter up a great
number of inftances, by telling us ¢ that fince
¢ that time, during the whole courfe of the late
*“ war, they have often been called upon by the

' Crown,
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¢« Crown, and by Governour Shirley of the
« MafTachufets, for the expedition againft Cape
« Breton &c.” Why this ez cetera ? Why ftop
{hort at this inftance ? perhaps he could not find
that thefe was any other occafion during the war,
for their being called upon. However they were
called upon often it feems, and {fo it matters not
in his opinion, whether 1t was upon feveral oc-
cafions or only upon one. It might be fuppofed
alfo from the manner of introducing the charge
that they never anfwered to any of thofe calls,
efpecially that for Cape Breton which he men-
tions.

But here we are baulked a fecond time, for in-
ftead of faying they did not anfwer to any of the
calls, or contribute towards the war, he in effelt
acknowledges that they did anfwer to them all 5
but would have their compliance thought no bet-
ter than a refufal, by depreciating the manner of
doing it. ¢ To ail which (fays he) if they have
s at any time contributed, it has been done, in-
« direftly, and in a manner fhameful to that
rich province ; fo grudgingly and in fuch fmall
fums, as rather to hurt than ferve the common
¢ caufe.”

Methinks the wrier feems much put to his
thifts how to make out a charge upon this head,
and comes but lamely off in pretending that their
contributions rather did hurt than good.

He might be afked whether they did more
Luit than good on occafion of the Canada expedi-
tion, fet on foot juft before the conclufion of the
]aﬁ peace, when they voted 5000 pounds for the
raifing, arming and maintaining a number of
companies to go on that fervice, which was three
times the number .furmfhed by Virginia. But this
and other tranfactions in favour of the Quakers,

perhaps
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perhaps flipt his memory ; which with perfons of
his lying turn is commonly fhort ; or elfe he
thought himfelf not obliged to menticn any mat-
ter which was not for his purpofe. ’Tis true
their money on this occafion did no good to the
public, but rather burt to themfelves, as the ex-
pedition perhaps was never defigned to be put in
execution 3 or if it was did not proceed, being
knocked in the head by the enfuing peace.

Now methinks their contributing fo largely
and freely to this expedition, might have atoned
with this writer, for their feeming backwardnefs
to advance a fum towards that of Cape Breteu :
but there was good realon for their different be-
haviour : the Canada expedition was a promifing
one, and afforded a very rational profpect of fuc-
cefs ; whereas the latter was looked on in Awe-
rica as a piece of Don Quixotifm, and it is faid
was carried in the affembly of New England by
no more than one vote. This might well juftify
their not contributing at firft more than moft of
the other provinces; tho’ after it was over they
did contribute.

Governour Shirley in a {peech, obferved
<¢ that fcarce fuch an inftance is to be found in
¢ hiftory ;* and a certain colonel in the expedi-
tion exprefied himfelf thus, < If the French had
““ not given up Louiflurg, we might have en-
deavoured to ftorm i: with the fame fuccefs,
as the devils might have ftormed Heaven. If
any one circumftance, fays Dr. Douglafs of
Bofton, had taken a wrong turn on our fide, or
any one circumftance had not taken a wrong
turn on the French fide, the expedition muit
have mifcarried with thame to our forces
and the people of New England from genera-
tion to generation, would have curfed the ad-

¢ yifers
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¢ yifers and promoters of this anaccountably rafb
¢« adventure.” . _

When this French American Dunkirk was given
up, the Englifb found 600 'r.cgular trorrps'in gar-
rifon, with about 1300 militia ; the main ditch
8o foot wide, the ramparts 30 high, mounted
with above 65 pieces of cannon ; the harbour
mouth defended by a battery of 30 guns 42
pounders; and the ifland bateery of as many 28
pounders : provificns for 6 months and ammuni-
tion fufficient. It was imagined by fome that this
place might have been taken by 1500 raw mili-
tia, and a few armed fmall crafc of New England ;
but Governour Shirley thought 3000 militia and
two 40 gun men of war much better. Very
happily, but unexpeétedly, Sir Peter Warren with
his fquadron came to their affiltance, befides other
men of war, which greatly intimidated the
French y who imagined we were much ftronger
and better prepared for the fiege of fuch a for-
trefs than we were : for our guns were bad, and
the fcaling l:dders were too fhort by ten feert
fo that it might well be ftiled a romantic expedi-
tion, which fuccecded with 10,000 to one againtt
them : it was in this light that the Penfylvania af-
fembly, as well as all judicious people, confidered it.

But to proceed, the writer continuing his
charge, fays, p. 11. that the Quakers ¢ have not
‘“ been more attentive to the defence of their
¢ own particular province, than of his majcities
¢ American dominions in general.””  After what
has been faid in the preceding article, perhaps this
article may be true and yet no refletion on them :
for if they have contributed as well for the de-
fence of their own province, as they have for
thatof all in general, I thould be apt to think
they have not done lefs than they ought to do;

and
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and it is likely they would do more for themfelves
than for others.

In cafe they have not fortified this province fuf-
ficiently, they have not done worfe than moft of
the other colonies: For want of proper defence
is the general charge to which almoft all of them
are liable. I do not fay this as if I thought
the Quakers excufable, in cafe they have not taken
fuflicient care for the fecurity of Penfylvania, be-
caufe other provinces have negleted theirs: but
for that reaton they ought not to be charged with
this fault as if it was peculiar to them: and, in-
deed, if any are excufable for fuch a negledt, it
fhould be thofe who make it a point of con-
{cience not to bear arms 3 and, perhaps, was the
power in other hands, Penfylvania would lie as
defencelefs a$ it is reprefented to be in the hands
of the Quakers ; that is, as moft of the other pro-
vinces are.

The letter-writer fays, they have but one fmall
fortification in all Penfylvaniay and takes care to
extol the generofity of the proprictors, in making
them a prefent of 12 large cannon, part of the
26 which they have mounted, and giving the gun-
ner a falary of 201 a year. It doubtlefs was an
acceptable prefent : but we fhould not have won-
dered if they had built the whole fort and beftow-
ed all the cannon upon it: For, who would not
fence and fecure a valuable eftate, rather than
leave it open and expofed to be ravaged, efpecially
when it lies in a bad neighbourhood ? this charge,
therefore, tho’ intended againft the Quaker inha-
bitants, may more properly be turned againft the
proprietors.  He fays, ¢ the fort was raifed and
¢¢ 1s maintained at the expence of private people.”
But he does not mention in what manner, or by
whom. It may be, for any thing that appears, hy

4 the
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the very people he finds fault with as not having
done it. Of the firft of thofe two particulars T will
fupply the wilful defect, by exPlaln)ng in what
manper it was buile.  The money raifed for that
ufe was by public loiteries: and this is what the
letter-writer calls being built by private people ;
As if it was done by a voluntary fubfcription of a
few individuals. So candid and fincere is this
author in relating his facts. But Jotzery, perhaps,
is one of thofe terms which he did not care to
make ufe of, as it might giveoccafion to the peo-
ple on this fide the water, to fee that while he is
blaming the Quakers for fome aéts of omiffion,
there are others in Penfylvania who make no {cru-
ple of alting in open defiance of pofitive laws of
the country. For there is one there particularly
againft public lotteries : fo that this forr, however
neceflary for the defence of the colony, was erec-
ted in an illegal manner, which no friend of li-
berty can approve of. But this was dene by the
governor’s men, and that is fufficient. The ma-
nagers of the lotteries have fome thoufands yet in
;heicx}' hands unapplied, arifing from that fame
und.

To fet forth the defencelefs ftate of the coun-
try for want of forts by an inftance, the writer
tells us, < that in the laft war, one of the Spani/b
e pr‘ivateers came up the Delaware within a few
“ miles of Philadelpbic.” Now he could not,
perhaps, have pitched on a more improper in-
ftance than this : for (1) from Newo 2ok all the
way to Scuth Carolina there are no fortifications
along the coafts ; fo that the Penfylvanians in this
refpect are not more blameable than their fouthern
neighbours, (2) the refleGtion falls on ITef Ferfey
as much as on Penfy'vania, as lying on one fide
of the river, and therctore cqually concerned to

fecure
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fecure the entrance of the river againft an enc-
my. (3) Pbiladelphia lies 150 miles from the
fea, and the river is of very difficult navigation,
efpecially for vefiuds of 2 or 300 tons ; belides
fo large that the whole armada of Spain might
Bbave run up and returned again, unmolelted, pro-
vided they afcended no farther tHan the privateer
did : for, what but a naval force could hyrt them
in any open bay, near 20 miles wide ?

So that in effect this is the part of the wpole
province, with refpect to which leaft danger is to
be apprehended. If he had brought an inftance
of an invafion by land, it might have been fome-
thing to the purpole ; and, indeed, not many
years ago there did happen a very terrible one in
the weftern borders of the province, on the Fu-
#niatta branch of Sufquebanna river, where the fet-
tlements of above 60 poor fam'lies were deftroyed
by fire, and themiclves reduced to the utmoft di-
ftrefs, This was not only a glaring but a flagrant
inftance ; however, one of this kind would not
have ferved his turn: for the conflagration was
not the act of anenemy, but of the governor or
his party 3 an aét not le(s illegal, and infinitely
more deteftable than that of the lottery.

I fay again I would not be underftood as if
I exculedl the neglect of fortifications, or thought
them needlefs : on the cuntrary I am of opinion,
that they are very ncceflary for fecurity of the co-
lonies ; and that forts o .ght to be built all along
their coafts, as weil as borders, in the places moft
expofed to the invacon of an enemy, either by
fea or land.  And aiteo’a fingle privateer in fuch
a rive as this might find much difficulty as well us
runmuch hazard in laading; yetin cafe a defperate
crew of fellows the uld land,and venture up into the
cauntry, they might do very confiderable dimag=
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to the inhubitants; a fort therefore in the narrow-
ing of the river would be very convenient. It
would likewile be proper on fuch alarms for the
people to fhew a proper zedl for defence of their
country, and {pirit againft the invaders : But the
affociation, which the author t:lls us was formed
on this occafion was a vain oftentatious piece of
parade, fet on foot by the few to intimidate the
people, and awe them at the enfuing election to
chufe chem. Befides,the proprietors themfelves,’tis
faid, when informed of i1, thought it a very un-
warrantable procedure,  'What more need be faid
to jultify the behaviour of th: Quakers, who con-
fidered it in no better alight than the proprietors?

But it is the bufinefs of the letter-writer to
condemn the Quakers in every thing, and to mif-
reprefent the facts well known in America, in or-
der to blacken them here : Of which we are come
to give the reader an inftince, or to uie his phrafe
a glaring inftance, from the fame page. There
he tells the public, ¢ that the proprietors of Pen-
“ [lvania five years ago propifed to the affem-
¢ bly, that if they would give money for build-

ing a ftrong houfe on the Ol4s, they would
conrribute any reafsnable proportion to the
bunldmg and fupport of it: but this propofal,
continues the author, was rejected with {corn,
merely, perhaps, becaule it came from the pro-
prictors : nor was it fo much as thouoht wor-
thy of a place in their minutes.  Aliho’ it 1is
clear, concludes he, that if it had been compli-
¢ ed with, the French had not been fortified in
¢ the fame river as they now are.”

This c_harge with regard to the Obio, which, if
as the writer h.as reprefented it, would have af-
forded matter itfelf for a pamphlet

of a parfon or parfons, who knows
5
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improve. the moft diftant hint, is thrown by him
into a note, as an article which required no far-
ther notice 3 altho’ if the encroachments of the
French on thc Obio wree really owing to their re-
jection of the proprietors propofal for erecting a
ftrong houfe there, I know not any thing in his
whole pamphlet which deferved his expatiation
more, or would have gone fo far to render the
(luakers obnoxious to the government of Grea?
Britain. But preparatory to what we thall fay
on this head, the reader is defired to take notice
that he does not fay the proprietors had any right
to make fuch a propofal, either by having pur-
chafed the lands of the natives for bu;ldmg fuch
a ftrong houfe upon; or by having obiained a
grant or licenfz of them for fo doing. This it was
abfolutely neceffary for him to have done, in order
to fix the heinous offence, which he lays to the
charge of the Quakers, as the caufe of the prefent
bad ftate of our affairs in America, as well as the
trouble which we are involved in here on that ac-
count , and this the public may be fure he would
have done had it been in his power ; or at lealt
would have ventured to affert, if he could have
had the lcaft hopes of not being deteéted. But
the cafe is fo well known to be otherwile, that he
curft not go too far on this head. The true
caule of the French encroachment on the Q% is
as follows :

One George Craghan an Irifh papift, asan Tr.iliz
trader, was frequently employed by the govern-
nicr.t of Penfylvania to carry prefiats to the Ini-
ans living on or about thz Ob#s, and to bring their
anfwers back. About the yzar 1750, he fent a let-
ter to the affembly of Penfifvanis then fitting,
inform them, that the [udicas on the Obfs, and in
that neighbourhood, had invited the Enrglih 1o

C 2 build
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build a ftrong houfe for the protection of their
traders. The affembly taking the matter into
confideration, thought it very extraordinary that
the Tndians thould now deflire a thing to be done
which they had always, and but juft before, fo
warmly oppofed and denied. To be better in-
formed, and know if it was not a defign in
Craghan 1o impofc upon them, tho’ earneftly re-
commended by the governor in his fpeech to
them, they fent for Conrad IWeifer the provincial
interpreter, and one of the council of the fix na-
tions, to know his fentiments, ?7%ifer acquainted
them, ¢¢that the Judians had heard the Englifh
“ were forming fuch a fcheme, and therefore
gave him in charge to let them know they
muft make no fuch attempt, for that the na-
tives were determined not to permit or fuffer
any fuch thing as a ftrong hoeufe to be built on
“¢ their lands.”  Craghan being thus deteed in
a vile attempt to impofe upon the afiembly, who
had often entrufted him in Iudian affairs; in or-
der to difculpate himfclf, fent a letter to the
Ipeaker, which was written to him by the go-
vernor for that purpofe : but the governor de-
nied, or in fome meafure excufed it; and his
tool Craghan fell a facrifice to the aflembly’s re-
feptx_nent. He has never fince dared to come
within 100 miles of Philidelpbia. Having

: g quitted
Penfylvania, he went and offered his fervice to the

Offo company in Virginia: but they rejetted it
upon which he croffed over the mountains, and
now lives at Logftown or at Aughuwik, doing all the
mifchief he can in revenge, by influencing the
Indians and French againft the Englifp.  This
whole affair appears at large upon the journal and
In the votes of the affembly of Penfyloania, Tt
is wall worth the notice of the curicus: but as

an
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an account has been already publithed of it, in s5¢
Jate of the Britith and French colonies in North A-
merica, ¢, we fhall refer the reader to that trea-
tife, only obferving that the author has been mifin-
formed, where he fayz, ¢ on the Governor’s pro--
¢« pofal to build a fort on the Obio, the affembly
< voted 10,000 /"’ whereas they difcovered the
impofition in time, by their fagacity, and rejected
it, as hath been fet forth above.

From hence therefore it plainly appears, that
the proprietors had neither purchafed any land for
building a firong houfe, nor obtained any licence
from the Indians for that purpofe : confequently
that the aflembly were in the right to reject the
propofal ; and they did not reject it, as the letter
writer would infinuate, merely becaufe it came from
the proprietors. Itlikewife appears, thatif they did
not regifter the propofal of the proprietors, they
gave a place in their minutes to fignify that the
propofal was an impofition on them ; therefore
their refufal was not the caufe of the French being
now fortified on the Ob’o. On the contrary it is
evident that their invafion is more likely to be ow-
ing to the attempt of his party to impofe upon the
affembly, and build a fort on that river, without

“the confent of the Indians ; and this is demonftra-
ble from the event. For the Virginians, by pur-
fuing the fame unfair and precipitate {fcheme, loft
both the country, and the affetions of the Irdians,
who went over to the French on that occafion, if
they did not in reality call them in.

If therefore the Freuch have invaded the pro-
vince of Penfylvania, and built three forts, as he
fays, within the limits of it, who are to blame, but
his party and the Virginians 2 TheFrench have been
brought down upon the province by thofe who
broached and purfued the projeét ; not by the
Quakers, who rejected it when they found it an

' C3 urjult
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uniuft, fraudulent, and dangerous undertaking, as
it turns out to be.

For the fame realon thercfore, the Quakers
may have fome reafon to expect, that fince th_c
Virginions have brought an enemy upon their
backs, the Firsinians ought to be at the whole ex-
pence of driving them off again.  If the juft mea-
fures which the affembly of Pexn/fylvania took, had
been obftrved in their fifter colony, none of the
prefent calamity could have happened to them:
and it frems very hard that they fthould be at the
expence of repelling the danger which their neigh-
bours have brought upon them. This might have
cxcufed them in good meafure if they had been a
Jittle backward to contribute on this eccafion : But
this fhamelefs writer has the confidence, not only
to ch.rge them with the crime which his own par-
ty wa. guilty of; but alfo with refufing to grant
money for their defence, although they attually
cid grant 1, and the fame party would not accept
17, withous they alfo gave up their privileges.
Tihius they are not content with bringing the ene-
my upon their province, but at the fame time
would act the enemy within, by firipping them of
their other rights.

The writer fays indeed, that the other enemy
alfo 1s in the province: if fo, the poor Quakers
have gotten two enemies within their borders, one
a foreign, thg other an inteftine enemy ; which
}a{‘r perhaps tiey are in moft danger from. But
if a body thould deny that the French have erected
three or :my.fort wuh\r} their limits 3 T apprehend
the letter writer, and his conftituents would be hard
put to it to prove what thy affert, as they have
neither had any aftronomical obfervations made to
afcertain the piace, or places, to which the weftern
bounds of Penfylvania may extend; nor have yet

Cve
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even [o much as run a line, with a view to deter”
mine the matter. Methinks the proprictors ought
long ago to have had the lands granted them accu-
rately furvey’d,and their limits, both as to laticude
and longitude, precifely determined ; for nothing
elfe can do it unexceptionably. However the
writer, to make the charge appear the heavier,
ventures todeclare what he cannot poffibly know ;
and that in contradition to what he does know,
namely, that the 7irginians claim the country of
the Okio, where the French have encroached, as
belonging to their province, and that their invafion
is, in Great Britain, called an invafion of the ter-
ritories of Virginia. He does fo, in effect, himfclf,
p. 13 and 18.

After all, fuppofing the Freuch forts were with-
in the limits of the province, or rather on this fide
of a line drawn 5 degrees weft of Delaware river;
I would afk what right have the proprietors to the
lands on which thole forts are fituated ? have they
bought them of the Jrdians 2 for nothing elfe can
give them a right to them, even though they were
aCtually within Penfylvania; and if they have not
bought themt, may not the negle¢t be confidered as
an abufe of royal bounty ? Had that been done,
and proper encouragement given, thofe lands
might have been fettled before now ; and confe-
quently might have been fecure againtt the at-
tempts of an enemy. For then they might have
built forts, without giving offence t> the Indians,
who, in cafe of an invafion from the French,
would readily have affifted to repell them. But
this opportunity is now loft, perhape, beyond a re-
medy ; for (hould the French be driven our again,
the Indians feem determined not to fell them any
more; as from the infincere proceeding of the Eug-
lifb of other colonies, they are become {ufpicious

Cg4 of
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of their having a defign to feize their countries by
force. o

Befides, fhould they be inclined to fell them
any more lands, they would doubtlcff; hold them
up at fuch arate, that the proprie..ws would not
care to purchale : for they have le.rned how ex-
travagantly dear the proprietors [cl] tic land which
they bought of them for trifles; and therefore.
feem refolved no longer to part with them, for
what, as they phrale it, will run through their guts
before they get bome.

The rule which prevailed inPenfylvania, inftead
of making a confiderable purchafe at once, and on
the fronters, in order to forufy the province, was
to buy a imall tract at a time ; and after the pro-
prietor and his officers had culled them in order to
jobb, and parcel qut at an extravagant rate, then
the reft was fold occafionally by the proprietor’s
officers, to the higheft bidder, for his fole benefit
and advantage, The Jands fo bought were to be
fectled before the proprietors wouid purchafe any
more. Nor was it poffible, under fuch reftricions,
to fettle the colony fo faft as otherwife it might
have been; for there is a pofitive law in force
which prohibits every perfon to purchafe from the
Indjans : the preference by fuch law bein given
to the proprietor, of whom every individual is ob-
]igfd to purchafe, as that law is conftrued by the
officers of the proprietors, and courts of Juftice of
their own confticution,

Was it‘nqt for tha.t obftacle, the greater part of
Penfylvania, and particularly the weftern part of it
would have been fettled long ago, und a frontic;
formed too ftrong for the French to torce, What
Is very extraordinary with regard to the proprierary
purchafes, although they wcre made for his own
private benefit, yet they were chiefly paid for by

the
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the affembly, out of the public money; a thing
which they have long complained of, and reluc-
tantly comply’d with,

Upon the whole, I think it may be a proper
queﬁlon to afk the author, or authors, of the let-
ter, why ought not the proprietor to contribute to
the defence of the province as well as the affem-
bly ? fince they claim the right and profit of the
lands within it, and have little lels than three
fourths of the whole in their poficffion, ought they
not, in that cafe, as ftanding in place of the Crowa,
to defend them and his people 5 or at leaft con-
tribute to their defence ? but although he draws
fo many thoufands a year out of the province, it
does not appear that he ever contributed any thing
either to the defence of the colonies, or even that
of his own, excepting the old guns. If he had, his
party would have proclaimed it, with a noife as
Ioud as that which all his 12 picces of cannon could
make.

To proceed. He fays, ¢ It may juftly be
¢ prefumed that, as foon as war is declared, the
«¢ French will take poficflion of the whole pro-
* vince ; fince they may really be faid to have
“ ftronger footing in it than we.” He muft here
be fuppofed to fpeak of the fuperior footing of the
external enemy, the French, to that of the internal
enemy, his own party ; for he could hardly be fo
ridiculous as to mean that the French, with their
three forts (fuppofing them to be fitvated within
the borders of Penfylvania) had a fironger footing
in the province than the inhabitants, who are ac-
tually pofleffed of the body of it, to the amount,
as he confefies before, of 220,0co. However that
be, he is comforted to think ¢ that the Firginians
¢ have tak en the alarm, and czlied an them for
¢ affiflance,”  He 1sall of a fudden reconciled, it

weltly,
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{eems, with his brethren of Virginia, and‘ rcady' to
affift them ; although they not only helped to bring
on the the danger he fpeaks of, but not long be-
fore gave his party as terrible an alarm as the
French have done, nay a much greater one in all
probability. For the French may be faid to have
deprived them of little more land than their forts
are built on, and their cannon can command ; ch
the Virginians, before their coming, had {urrepti-
tioufly deprived them of a great deal more, as they
conceived, from the erection of the Obiv company.
And although this writer {tifles the matter, he ve-
ry well knows that to revenge the injury, thofe of
his party gave the firft intimation to the Indians qf
that grant, and inflamed them againft the Zirgini-
ans ; whom, on that account, they ftiled falfe bre-
thren, and branded with the moft opprobrious
names.

We are now come to the writer’s two queftions;
The firlt of which is,  Why are our affemblies
*« againft defending a country ia which their own
¢ fortunes and eftates lie, if it is really in dan-
«“ ger?”

Before the writer put this queltion, he oughe to
have proved thar the affemblies are again(t defend-
ing their country.  But he himfelf hath thewn that
they are not 2gain{t defending it, by acknowledg-
ing that they have offcred to advance money, not
only for defence of their own province, but alfo
for that of other provinces. Nay his fecond quef-
tion is a contradiftion of the firft, as it confeflys
that they have offered money for the King’s ufe,
but the Governor and his party will not accept of
it.  Thercfore the only proper queftion fhould
have been, Why will he not accept of the money ?
which is the fecond quettion,

But
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But before we proceed to it, we fhall examine
the wife reafons he afligns why perfons at a diftance
might imagine the Quakers are indifferent whe-
ther or not the French fhall make themfelves maf-
ters of Penfylvania.

His firft reafon is the continued refufal of the
affemblies to defend the province : which is no
more than the queftion reduced to an affertion,
which we bave already proved to be a falfehood
out of his own mouth, And as, by his own con-
feflion, they have offcred to advance money to
defend the province 3 it follows, in effect, from
his own confeflion, that they are not indifferent
whether or not the Freach fhall make themfelves
mafters of Penfylvania. On ‘the other hand, as
he likewife acknowledges that the Governor and
his party would not accept of the money {o offer-
ed by them; it follows, from the fame way of rca-
foning, that the Governor an his party are in-
different whether the French fhall make them-
felves malters of it. If the qu:ftion was put,
who are moft againft defending the province, they
who offer to advance money for that purpofe, or
they who refufe to accept of it, would not every
body fay the laiter?

Methinks this fuggeftion, that the Quakers are
againft defending their own country, comes with
a very bad grace from perfons, who at the fame
time find them fo tenacious of their rights, If
they are fo unwilling to give up their privileges
to thofe of his party, is it to be imagined that
they would readily furrender both thofe and their
country alfo to the French 2 No they don’tintend
to part with either, they would willingly defend
both: but becaufe they will defend one, his party
will not permit them to defend the other.

The
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The Quakers are fenfible that the province is
in danger from the Fineh, as appears .from their
meffages tothe Governorin ghe Pf{fﬁrlvamzz Gazette:
but they are fatisfied that it is not in fo great danger
as the perty would make them belicve ; for which
end to teriify them into 2 compliance, they have
raifed many falfe reports: but that of the 6000 men
being landed one day at Quebek without fhips,
and wanfported the next to the Obio without be-
irg feen or heard by any body, has quite ruined
their credit, and proved them no conjurers.

s fecond reaton is the extraordinary indul-
gence and privileges granted to Papifts in this
government ; privileges, faith he, plainly repug-
nant to all our politcal interefts, confidered as a
Proteftant colony, bordering on the French.

The fact is {o far true, that the Papifts have
an equal privilege with thole of other religions.
But whar he would fuggeft on the occafion is
falfe, as if the prefent generality of Quakers,
inhabiting Penfylvania, had out of their great love
and affection for Papilts, granted them thofe ex-
traordinary indulgences and privileges ; whercas
it was done by the father of the prefent proprie-
tors, who therefore muft be affc&ed by this
ftigma, if it be one, and not the affemblies, who
have paffed no toleration att in favour of Papifts,

It may be proper therefore to clear up this
point. The original charter or grant from King
Charles 11d. wo William Pen efq; bearing date the
14th March 1681, gives to the proprietor a pow-
er to make by-laws, In confequence of f{uch
power, the 28th of Ofsber 1701, he granted a
charter to the inhabitants, wherein is included
fhe following claufe, viz. « I do hereby grant
* and declare that no pcrfon or perfons inhabiting
In this province or territories, who fhall con.

“ fe's
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« fefs and acknowledge one Alnighty God, &c.
< fhall bein any cafe molefted or prejudiced in
¢ his or their perfon or eftate, becauf: of his
¢ or their confcientious perfualion or practi-
¢ ces, ¢,

In the firft place, the public fees that the pre-
fent body of Quakers have done nothing in this
cafe of their own voluntary motion ; and if they
have ftrictly conformed to the tenor of the char-
ter in allowing the liberty which is granted by i,
methinks it is a very great article in their favour,
as it fhews that they have notabufed their power
and this is a ftrong reafon for believing that they
will not abufe it, arnd an inftance of moderation,
as well as fidelity to the truft repofed in them,
which cannot be produced by moft of the neigh-
bouring “colonies ; who have perfecuted their fel-
low Proteftants, and even put fome Quakers to
death for obeying the dictates of confcience.

How far the father of this colony was in the
right for granting fuch an extenfive liberty of
confcience to all religions without diftintion or
reftriction, I will not pofitively fay ; bot I dare
venture to affirm that he did it from no bad mo-
tive. He doubtlefs confidered thofe evil doltrines
in the Romifh church, which are inconfit¢nt
with humanity and fubverfive of the rights and
liberties of mankind, as no parts of religion, or
matters of confcience s ; any more than robbery o
murder, which fall under the cognizance of the
civil magiftrate, with whom fuch pleas would not
be admitted. It may be likewife confidered that
every religion contains doétrines which more or
lefs tend to the prejudice or deftrution of ali
other religions 5 and therefore thought, if he ex-
cepted one religion, he muft injuftice except more ;
altho’ it mult be confeffed that Popery evceeds

ty
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by many degrees ail other religions now on earth
in thofe principles, which feem not intitled to to-~
leration. Butas I am a zealous advocate for li-
berty, and think it cannot be fupported but on
geaneral principles, I fhould be for cxcludgng no
people from liberty of confc1en(;c or their civil
rights, who fhould formally difclaim and re-
nounce all fuch tenets as feemed inconfiftent with
the fafety of government or good of fociety ;
which for that purpofe fhould be picked out of
their feveral fyftems and made a teft.

After having fuggeflted againft the affembly
that they acted in favour of Papifts, he [ubjoins
a kind of draw-back to thew his great modera-
tion in favour of the generality of Quakers,
“ Altho’ this, faith be, might be infinuated,
“ yet from obfervation I have reafon to believe,
¢ that moft cf the Quakers withour doors are
¢ really againft def-nce from confcience and their
¢ religious tenets ; but for thofe within doors, I
¢¢ cannot but afcribe their condu rather to inte-
¢ reft than confcience.”

This writer imagires that his feemingly cha-
ritable opinion for the sany would make his fug-
geltions have the mere credit and weight with the
reader againft the few.  But he did not confider
what a blunder his hypocrify has led him into 3
for can it without an abfurdity be prefumed, that
the confcicntious many, without doors, would make
choife of the fezv, who have no confcience, to
reprefent them within ? Be that as it will, Go-
vernour Morris himfelf has in dire€t terms de-
clared himfelf of a contrary opinion in his mef
{fage to the affembly of the 18th of December,
[fec Penfl. Gaz. the 26th of December] where he
fays, ¢ he is convinced they a& fiom upright
“ motives, and what they ¢fteem to be the trye

“Intereft
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« intereft of the province.” Need I afk the
public which of the two they will believe, the
governour or the letter writer? who, 1t appears
from this fingle inftance, deferves no credit 1n
any thing which he affirms or fuggefts.

The write: next undertakes to enter into the
views of the affembly in not complying with the
defigns of his party : ¢ Our aflembly apprehend,
<¢ fays he, that as foon as they agree to give {uffi-
<t cient fums for the regular defence of the coun-
« try, it would ftrike at the root of all their
¢ power as Quakers, by making a militia-law
needful.”> If they do fo apprehend, they ap-
prehend rightly : Such a law, efpecially fuch a
one as the party aim at, would certainly produce
the effets which he mentions ; and be the diret
means of enflaving and depopulating the country.
The importation of Germans and other foreigners,
fo much exclaimed againft by this writer and his
principals, has been the chief means of bringing
the province of Penfylvania into that fourifhing
condition, which it now enjoys; the greateft it
not the fole motive for their preferring that colony
to all others on the continent for fettling in, was
the privileges now compliined of, the principal
of which with them is that of their affirmation
being admicted inftead of an oath. If the inha-
bitants were deprived of ' thefe privileges, its
flourifhing days would be at anend; few of thofc
foreigners would pafs over to fettle there: ard
numbers of thofe who are there now would re-
move to other countries. The Guakers them-
felves would be forced to abandon their poflei-
lions; for the party’s view in obtaining fuch a law
would be to make it the inftrument of therr re-
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venge, and oblige them to ferve perfonally in
wars.

If a militia law was to be eftablithed in Pen-
[lvasia unlels it was managed better thaag it is in
other provinces, this colony had better be with-
out it.  In moft of the others there is fcarce any
militia, and what therc is of fuch is of very
little or no fervice, They are drawn out by their
officers when they want to make a fhow and dif
play their addrefs in military diverfions : but the
men get little by it but lofs of time and 2 habut
of idlenefs and drinking, fo that thefe reviews
or exercifes do more hurt to induftry, than fer:
vice to the public fecurity. As every American
is a good markiman, has a gun, and other arms,
’tis thought by many that they will fight better
if left as they are without that fort of training ;
and all would be ready enough to defend their
property.

But why are the Quakers blamed for not hav-
ing 2 militia law ? did they ever refufe to pals
one ? does the Governour expect that the affem-
bly will of their own accord propofe a bill o/ that
kind? why does not he get the attorney general
to draw one up in a preper manner {uitable to
the principles of the people whom they are to ap-
ply to, and fee if the aflembly will not accept
of it?

We come now to the fecond queftion of the
letter writer. ¢ Why have not the fcveral fums
¢ been accepted, which they have offered for the
¢ King’s ule.” Here itis acknowledged, as be-
fore oblerved, that the Quakers have offered fevea
ral fums for the King’s fervice : but it feems thefe
necer could be accepted 3 becaufe while they hive
« the aferefiid apprehenfions from a militia-law,
¢ it muft be repugnant to their intereft ever to

*“ offer



[ 33]

<« offer money for this purpofe, unlefs in fuch a
¢ manner as they know to be inconfiftent with
¢t the duty of a governour to pafs their bill into a
¢« Jaw,”

Now fuppofing they did know it to be inconfift-
ent with the Governour’s duty, by his inftructions,
to pafs their bill into a law after the manner they
would have it pafs; that can be no reafon why
they ought to offer it in a manner agreeable to
the Governour, in cafe that manner which would
be agreeable to him, be as prejudicial to their
rights (he allows it would be fo to their intereft) as
the manner which they have offered it in is re-
pugnant to his inftructions. They plead a right
by charter from the Crown, to certain privileges
relating to the manner of raifing as well as dif-
pofing of the public money ; and the Governour
will not pafs any of their money bills unlefs they
give up that righr. Here 1s a conteft of inftruc-
tions, (and which appear to be only thofe of the
proprietors) againft charter right.  Which oughe
to give way? furely the m(‘tru&xom otherwife
what will become of private property 7 who
would be fecure in his poffefrions if a landlord
could at his will and pleafure break the covenants
which he makes with his tenants? what in that
cale would deeds or leafes fignify ? But if a land-
lord cannot at pleafure make void his own con-
tra¢t, how fhould his inftru&ions to his fteward
or deputy operate againft that of the crown?
muft it not be the higheft prefumption to attempt
it ? will not the King fupport his own charter,
and punith any perfon who fhould offer to invade
or controll it? befides a proprietor ought to be
the more cautious how he proceeds in fuch a cafc,
and confider that on the fame princigle by which

he
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he would ftrip his tenants of their right, he him.
felf might be ftript of his own. Be that as it
will, methinks he would run a great hazard
of being ftript of it, if it appeared that fums
offered for the King’s fervice can never be accepted
of by his deputy governors, unlefs their own
ends are ferved.

The writer comes now, p. 18, to give an ac-
count of what had paiffed between the governour
and the affembly for the laft two or three years,
relating to their offer of money for the King’s
fervice on one fide, and the reafon for not ac-
cepting it on the other; and it is certain thata
full and impartial ftate of this tranfation was the
moft proper way of laying the conduct of both
parties before the public, and enabling them to
form a judgment who were in the right and who
in the wrong: but fuch a ftate of the cafe would
not ferve the writer’s purpofe, which is to blacken,
and even criminate the Quakers; and therefore
he hath thought fit to ftate it neither fully nor
fairly.

However we fhall endeavour to fupply fome
of his wilful imperfections, as well as correct
fome of his wiltul miftakes, from more credible
and authentic evidence than his own,

In the fame page he tells us that ¢ Mr. Ha-
¢ milion, on receiving an account that the French
“ had driven the Virginians from their fort, again
«¢ called the affembly and conjured them to obey
¢ his Majefty’s orders, He at the fame time let
¢ them know thataltho’ his inftru&ions reftrained
¢ him from paffing any paper money at all with-
<« out a fulpending claufe, yet in the prefent
¢ prefling emecrgency he would rifk it, provi-
< ded they would vote handfomely and fink it
“ within the time preferibed, by a& of parlia-

“ ment
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* ment in the cafe of New England: then and
“ not till then, continues the writer, they voted
¢ 10,000 . for his Majefty’s ufe, redeemable by
¢« the excife in twelve years, for which time the
< bills were to be funk annually in equal propor-
¢ tions.”

The reafons afﬁgned for the Governour’s not
pafling this bill, are (1) that it would be giving the
Government out of his hands and rendering him-
{elf and fucceffors unneceflary in the adminiftra-
ration for 12 years,

(2) That as the excile would amount in that
time to 45,000 /. it would flill more increafe their
own power and enable them to abridge the Go-
vernor’s by putting 35,000/, (the furplus when the
10,000 /. was paid) into their hands. ¢ For thefe
< reafons fays the letter, and confidering alfo that
‘¢ the money was to continue 7 years longer than
¢ the alt of parliament allows, the Governour
< refufed his aflent ; upon which they adjourned :
¢ altho’ continues the writer, they knew very
<« well before they propofed the bill that he could
¢ not give his aflent, without incurring his ma-
< jefty’s higheft dlfpleafure

Here in the clofe great ftrefs is laid on this cir-
cumftance, as if the Governour’s chief motive for
refufing his affent was the danger of incurring the
King’s difpleafure 3 but, from the manner of re-
lating this paflage, that appears to have been the
leaft of his concern : for the true motives were
thofe which affected the Governour himfelf, as
contained in the two firft reafons: That of the
money continuing 7 years longer than the act of
parliament allows, 1s only brought-in in the laft
place, and as it were by-the-by, as a matter of lels

moment, with a confidering alfo.
D2 To
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To render our anfwer to this objetion more
intelligible to the reader, I muft previoufly obferve
certain matters antecedent to this tranfaction,

The province of Penfylvania ftanding in need
of a paper currency to fupply the want of real
money, to circulate in the province ; the affem-
bly in the year 1739 applied to thcir Governour
Colonel Thoiras, at prefent governour of the
Leward iflands, to pals a bill for eftablithing a
fund of 80,000 /. in paper money for the conve-
niency of the inhabitants of the province in car-
tying on their trade and bufinefs among them-
felves. While this bill lay before him, in order to
enforce an act of the 6th of Queen Ann, for re-
gulating the coins in the plantations of fmerica,
the lords juftices of England {ent him an inftro&i-
on, requiring him or the commander in chief for
the time bcing, not to pafs any act whereby bills
of credit thould be iffued in lieu of money with-
out a claufe to fufpend the execution of it till the
pleafure of the crown fhould be known.*  But
1t appearing to Governour Thomas that the crown
had by charter, granted full powers to the people
Jor paffing all laws whatever they fhould judge fit
for the benefit of the colony ; and alfo thar the
paper currency which they applied for, was not
only ufeful but neceffary, he the 13th of 1y
1730 gave his affent to their bill, which being
recommended to the Crowi by the board of trade, it
recesved the Royal fanction on the r2th of May
1740. T Afterwards in 1746, the fame Gover-
nor gave his aflent to another bill, granting
5000 /. for the King’s ufe, to be funk on the ex-
cife in 10 years, without a fufpending claufe ;

* Penfyl. Gaz. 26th of Dec. Affemb. meff, zoth of Dee.
+ 1bid. 1 4th of Fau. Aflemb. mefl. 1oth of Fan
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notwithftanding the inftruétions which he had rex
ceived as aforefaid,

Since the 80,000/, was eftablithed, the in-
creafe of people in Penfylvania has been fo confi-
derable that it requires a much greater quantity to
fupply their occafions ; for this reafon in offering
10,000/, for the King’s ufe, the affembly propo-
fed an additional fum of paper money to be added
to their prefent ftock.

Altho’ the inftrutions to Colonel Thomas being
direed to bim, or to the Commander in chief for the
time being, feemed equally to affect Mr. Hamilton, yet
he made no fcruple after his predeceffor’s example
to pafs the bill without a fufpending clavfe : But as
not long before an alt of parliament had paffed in-
Eng/md for reftraining the four provinces of
New England from emitting paper currency, ex-
cepting 1n cafes of extremlty, and limited the
term of fuch emiffion to 5 years, he either
thought it proper, or elfe took upon him, to make
it 2 rulein Penfyludnia 5 and on the aflemibly’s not
fubmitting to what they looked on as an innova-
tion and infringement of their charter rights, he
refufed to pafls the bill.

Now let any perfon who has the leaft tinGture
of impartiality, judge in the cafe, who was to
blame the Governor or the Affembly : the af-
fembly have a charter and privileges in their fa-
vour, which no friend to liberty and property
can blamethem to defend. The Governor on his
part had apparently nothing to juftify his not
paffing their bill.  The at of parliament which
he went upon related folely to New England,
and confequently can affet or bind Penfylvania
no more than Canada. Nor had he fo much as a
direét inftruction from the Crown (I don’t fay

D3 that
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that he had not one from the proprictors) to ref-
train him from pafling the bill.

Of the two authorities which he alledged the
general inftrution of the Crown to Governor
Thomas, and the aét of parliament made to bind
the provinces of New England, the firft doubtlefs
was moft, if not only, to be regarded, (whe-
ther then in force or not) as it related directly to
Penfileania s if therefore he made no {cruple to
difpenfec with that, he had furely much lefs rea-
fon (if any at all) to fcruple difpenfing with the
fecond : and fiace he was willing to rifk paffing
paper money, altho’ he apprehended his inftruc-
tions (*¢ that 1s the Royal inftru&ions abovemen-
¢ tioned,) reftrained him from paffing any,”
how could he juftify his unwillingnefs to rifk giv-
Ing mores time than 5 years, when he had no in-
ftructicons ro reftrain him? could he imagine that
h: fhou!d incar his Majefly’s difpleafure more
highly for not conforming to an act of parlia-
ment which does not concern Peirfylvainia, than
for aéting contrary to a Royal initruction drawn
up fur a governor of Penfylvania, and by which
he judged himfelf to be bound ?

It feems evident thercfore that the aét of par-
liament made to reftrain the people of New Eng-
land, could not be the Governor’s motive, as the
letter writer alledges, for not paffing the affembly’s
‘bill for granting ro,000 . tor his Majctty?s fer-
vice; but mult have been urged by the Go-
vernor as a bugbear, with a view to terrify them
into a compliance with his ‘demands 3 and in the
letter, by the writer of it, to impofe on people
here: by endeavouring to make them believe
that the Quakers had flown in the face of the
government of England, and obftinately perfifted

(o
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to get a bill pafitd by the Governor, in diret
contradi&tion to an exprefs aét of parliament.

It is therefore to be believed, that in not re-
ceiving the 10,000 /. under the faid pretence, that
the Governor aéted folely in conformity to his in-
ftruétions from the proprietors; and the rather
as it appears from the public papers, that he com-
municated to the affembly the inftruttions of
his majefty, but refufed to thew them thofc of
his confRituents. '

Although the letter-writer, as before obferved,
brings in this argument of the at of parliament
binding New England, in the laft plice, as weakeft
of the three he alledges, thro’ a fenfe of its infuf-
ficiency ; yet as it is the principal, and in reality
only argument urged by the Governor for his
extraordinary conduct in this affair, I have dwelt
the longer in fhewing how little it was to the pur-
pofe. I fhali now examine the writer’s other two
reafons for the Governor’s not pafling the bill,
which he lays the chief ftrefs on.  Firit, ¢« That
¢ if he had accepted the 10,000 pounds offered
¢ by the affembly for the King’s ufe, and allowed
¢¢ them ten years to {ink it onthe excile ; it would
““ be giving the government out of his hands,
¢ and rendering himfelf and his fucceffors en-
“ tirely unneceffary in the adminiftration for
¢ twelve years.”

This reafon is a downright paradox, which
the author ought to have explained ;3 but which
can be explained only by fuppofing his meaning
to be, that the Governor would in that cafe bave
confented to their baving the difpofal of the excife
branch of the public money for [o many years; a
fecret however which he did not care to dilclofe,
and through his whole letter is very induftrious to
conceal : for in what fenfe otherwile could the

D 4 Governor’s
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Governor’s hands be tied up? It is true, he
would have allowed five years, in which cafe it
may feem his hands likewife would have bten
tied up for fo long time: but then -he would, in
fo doing, have fet afide their right by charter,
to have what laws foever they think fit to pro-
pofe paficd by their Governors; and fubjected it
to the controul of an aét of parliament, made to
bind other provinces, and in thort, for the future,
to the will of a Governor, by wrefting that pri-
vilege out of their hands. ]

The writer’s fecond reafon is, ¢ That it would
¢ be putting 35,000 pounds into the hands of
¢t the affembly, ftill more to increafe their power,
¢ and abridge thofe of their proprietors and Go-
¢ verners.””  To make this our, he fays, p. 19,
That in the fpace of twelve years the excife would
raifc 4£,000 pounds 3 and that when the 10,000
puounds for the King’s vfe was paid out of it, the
remaining 35,000 would have been at their dif-
potal for what ufes they might think fit. ‘

In thefe few lines the writer has committed
four glaring falfehoods, to ufe his own term.

Firft, in faying, that the excife would amount
in twelve years to 45,000 pounds, he would
make it, one year with another, to be 3750 pounds, -
whereas 1t arifes but to abour 3000, and has a
charge cof 500 poundsper an. on ir, as the affembly
alledge to their prefent Governor *, who in his
calculation for a particular year, makes it no more
than 3519 .

Secondly, inftead of 45,000 pounds, ground-
ed on that wrong aflcrtion, it ought to be no
more than 20,000 pounds, out of which deduét-

* Penplv. Gaz. 7 Fan. + Ibid. 14 Fan. .
ing
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ing the 10,000 for the King’s ufe, and there will
remain but 20,000, 15,000 lefs than this writer
affirms.

Thirdly, That remainder would not have been
at their difpofal more than it was before, as the
excife is always in their power for applying to the
ufes of the Government; and it does not appear,
from his thewing, that it was to be converted into
paper currency. It may be prefumed, that no
more than the money granted was to be made
current in that fhape, and for no longer time than
the twelve years; as in the cafe of the 5000 pounds
before mentioned, granted by Collonel 7homas in
1746, which was to be funk in ten years, at the rate
of 500 pounds a-year, and is not yet difcharged.
The affembly extended it for that length of time,
as well to prevent incumbering their fmall public
fund, as that they might have the {mali addition
of paper bills during that interval, though they
gradually decreafed by finking every year,

The fourth falfity in the foregoing paragraph,
is the writer’s affirming, that the affembly might
have difpofed of the 35,000 /. at pleafure, This
falfe affertion is farther aggravated at the bottom
of the fame page, where it is faid, ¢¢ That aliho?
¢ the preambles to all our money-a&ts and to
the excife fay, that the intereft-money, and
what arifes from the excife, are to be applied
to the fupport of Government; yet the
(meaning the aflembly) apply it as they pleafe,
viz. to diftrefs all who oppofe their mealures,
and for building hofpitals, purchafing lands,
< libraries, &Jc.

This falfehood, which might pafs at a diftance
from Penfylvania, would appear glaring there even
to the moderate of his own party, nothing being
better known -to every body than the contrary :

for
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for the intereft arifing from the 80,000 pounds in
paper currency, which is lent out at 5 per Cent,
on land-fecurity, is annually examined and fettled ;
and a juft account of it, together with the excife
returned to the affembly, and by them printed,
that every individual may be fatisfied in what man-
ner the fame is difpofed of. The tiuftees of the
I.oan-office are alfo obliged to render an account
to the aflembly, and give ample fecurity for the
faithful difcharge of their office, before they en-
terupon it,  Can any better regulations be made,
to prevent embezzling the public money? Too
well they know this,  In fhort, the thing which
in reality grieves the party, whofe tool the writer
1s, muft be, that too much care is taken to prevent
embezzling 1t, by requiring an account to be ren-
dered from all who have the handling of it,

The reader may perceive from hencc, how
much this writer perverts the truth of things; as
well as how little the paffing that Lill would have
crealed the powers of the affembly, and more ena-
bled thvm to abridge thole of the Governor than
they were before, had that been their intenucn,

For better explanation of what goes before,
as well as follows, it may be proper to obferve,
that the revenue of Penfylvania is no more than
7000 pounds a-year, arifing out of two articles :
T'he intereft of the 8o,000 pounds above men-
tioned, lent out at 5 per cent. intereft, which brings
in 4000 pounds a-year; and the excife above-
mentioned, whichis alfo paid into the loan-office.
Out of thefe two funds all the falaries of the pub-
lic officers, excepting the Governor’s, are paid,
and the remainder is to defray all other expen-
ces of Government,

This fund is fo {canty, that many years it is
not fufficient to pay thole falaries, and other con-

tingent
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tingent charges ; fo that it is not to be expefleda
that ever confiderable fums of public money, if
any at all, fhould be found in the treafury, In
cale of an emergency therefore, when money is
to be raifed, the ufual method is for the affum-
bly to borrow it of the public, and difcharge in-
tereft and principal out of the excife, by fiiking
fo much yearly, more or lefs, according to the
fituation of affairs.

The loan is made by bills, which they call
paper currency ;3 and when they borrow money of
the people, they give them fuch bills in lieu of
it: or which is the fame, they emit fo many bills
as the fum, fuppofing 20,000 pounds, amounts
to; and havmo divided it in equal proportions, for
xnﬁance, twelve parts, burn every year in an oven,
fo many bills as amount to the proportion, till the
whole is funk ; as in the cafe mentioned a little
before of the 5000 pounds granted towards the
Canada expedition in 1746,

The author of the Jetter proceeding in his nar-
rative fets forth, that < on the news of Wafbing-
¢ ton’s defeat laft fummer (1754), the Governor
¢ again fummoned the affembly, and again en-
¢ treated them to fall on ways and means to re-
¢¢ pel the encmy, confiftent with his duty to pafs
¢¢ their bill; he having in the mean time received
“ Sir Dud!ey Rider’s opinion, that he' could not,
¢ with fafety to himfelf, pafs fuch an act as they
¢ wanted. They then voted him 15,000 pounds
¢ to be raifed exaltly as before, being certain the
¢ Governor could not venture to pats it.  Ac-
¢ cordingly on his refufal they adjourned; and
‘¢ 1o intimidate other Governors from daring to
¢ difpute their commands, with-held his yearly
¢ falary.”

The query on the cale which Mr. Hamilton

ftated
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ftated to the Attorney-General here, was, ¢ Whe-
s ther he might legally and fafely, or without
<< breach of his cath, bond, or duty to the king,
¢ pafs an act of affembly, whereby bills of cre-
«¢ dit may be iffued in lieu of money, without
“ the f[ufpending claufe before-mentioned being
<« inferted therein,””  The letter- writer, with his
ufual fincerity, omits the reafon here affigned,
why Governor Hamilton could not with fafety
pals this 15,000 pound aét, for two reafons: firft,
becaufe Mr. Hamilton had, before he received the
faid opinion, made no fcruple to pafs the act for
paper currency without #he fufpending claufe.  Se-
condly, Becaufe notwithftanding this opinion of
the Attorney-General, the prefert Governor, Mr.
Miorris, offered to do the fame, provided the bills
were to be funk in five years; and therefore the
writer, by that omiffion, would have it believed,
the reafon for Mr. Hamilton’s latter refufal was ftill
the fame with his firtt, and that which his {uccef-
for alledged ; namely, that the affembly would
nct fubmit to fink the money in five years, con-
formable to the act of parliament binding New
England. Mr. H.{eeing this act not tenable, quit-
ted ir; and ftared the cuafe for an excufe to comie off.
The affembly alledged, ¢« That the cafe, as it

¢ was ftated to thejthen Attorney-Gene-al, re-
¢ garded only emiffions of bills of credic on com-
 mon and ordinary occafions, and fo in their
“ opinion very little, if at all, affcted the bill
¢ then depending.”  They lkewife obferve,
« That Mr. Hamilton feemed clearly, in his rea-
¢¢ fonings with former affemblies, to have acknorw-
«¢ ledged he thought bimfelf at liberty to pafs alts
« of the fame tenor with that bill, for granting
« money for the king’s ufe ; and never offered a
“ fulpending clanfe, notwithftanding his bonds to
5 ¢ the
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¢ the Crown. But, continue they, the point, whe-
¢¢ ther he might or might not be fafe in pafling a
«¢ bill, mentioned in his ftate of the eafe, could re-
« gard himfelf only, and does by no means de-
¢ termine the right which we claim under the
‘¢ royal charter : " A right which they fay they
have hopes will never be taken from them by act
of parliament; and the rather, as three bills, to
extend the royal inftruions over countries and
affemblies in America, had been attempted in par-
liament without fuccefs *,

The affembly apprehended that Mr. Hamilton
was prevented from paffing the bill, not fo much,
if at ali, from Royal, as from proprietary in-
ftrutions, which he feems to have looked on in
a very bad light, and of pernicious tendency to
the colony : for the affembly obferve, ¢ That
¢ he declared, in the journals of their houfe, and
¢ 1n a letter to the proprietary family themfelves,
¢ (1.) That fome inftruttions given to him con-
¢ clude abfurdly, and therefore are impracticable.
¢ (2.) That they are a pofitive dreach of the Char-
“¢ ter of privileges to the people. And (3.) That
¢ they are inconfiftent with the legal plcroganve
¢t of the Crown, fettled by act of paxllampnt

This being the cafe, it may be prefumed, that
the affembly’s ftopping his falary was not difa:
greeable to him, as it furnithed him with a handle
to write to the proprietaries to fub{titute another
in his place : for that Gentleman, who is fing'e,
and of an independent fortune in the province,
the place cf his birth, co:ld not but have be:n dif-
guited with inftructions, which, in his opinion,
tended to fubvert the Jibertics and privileges of
the inhabitants, in which ‘common calamity he
muft have been involved himfelf; and theroiond

tine
* Perfylo. Gax. 20 December.
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the letter, mentioned by the author of the ftate
of Penfylvania, to have been written by Mr,
Hamiltoir to the proprietaries, was doubtlefs that
cited by the affembly, as before obferved. This
appears, in fome meafure, from what our author
fays, ¢ That he wrote over to them to fend him
¢ a fucceflor, afluring them, that he would no
¢ longer continue to act as Governor:” altho’
the brief flate would give it another turn.

We come now to the laft part of the hiftory ;
which relates to the government of Mr. Muyrris,
This Gentleman, he fays, on his entering on the
government, fpoke in the moft pathetic terms
to the new aflembly, confifting of the old mem-
bers, who ¢¢ offered a bill for 20,000 pounds,
¢« conceived in the fame terms as before, viz.
< to make the paper money extend for twelve
¢ years, though the new Governor had told
«“ them before-hand, that he was fubjeéted to
¢ the fame inftrutions as his predeceffors, and
¢ could not pafs any fuch bill into a law.”

This is all he fays of this laft tranfaction, which
however being the moft material of all, I fhall
ftate the particulars fomewhat more minutely. Mr.
Alirris having, onthe 3d of December laft, laid be-
fore the affembly the dangerous ftate of the pro-
vinces, and exhorted them to contribute for their
defence; in their anfwer or meflage of the 12th,
they acknowledge, ¢ That the efforts which the
¢« French have made (on the fide of the Obfo)
< are truly alarming, and dangerous to the Bri-
< 1ifb interelt in North America ; but add, that
¢« they had good reafons to believe, that the fums
¢ granted to the King in their late aflembly, had
¢ the then Governor been pleafed to pafs the

“ bills,
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« bills, offered to him for that purpofe, might,
<< in a great meafure, if not totally, bave prevented
<« the bad fituation of their affairs at prefent, and
«¢ have placed their duty to.the beft of Kings, as
¢ they alwaysldefire it thould appear, among his
¢« moft loving and loyal {ubjeéts ®.

As their bill propofed ¢ emitting 20,000
«« pounds for the King’s ufe, to be current for
«¢ twelve years, he declared in his meflage of De-
<« cember 18th, that he could not by any means
« agree to it, as being forbidden by a royal inftruc-
<¢ tion, to pafs any law for creating money in pa-
¢¢ per bills without a fufpending claufe ; and al-
<« Jedged the Attorney General’s opinion before-
¢ mentioned, by which he faid it clearly ap-
«¢ peared that the inftruétion was moft certainly
<« 1n force, and binding on himfelf: that how-
¢« ever, as the act of parliament reftraining the
« four eaftern governments from emitting paper
¢ currency, gives them a power to make bills of
«¢ credit in cafe of emergency,—he would there-
s¢ fore join with them in any bill, for ftriking
« what fum they thought their prefling occa-
¢ fions demanded, provided a fund was efta-
«¢ blithed for finking the fame in five years.”

It feems to me very odd, that this Gentleman
fhould firft tell the affembly, that he could not
by any means agree to pafs the bill without a fuf-
pending claufe, as being forbidden by a royal in-
ftruction, backed with the Attorney-General’s
opinion ; and yet prefently after promife to pafs
it without fuch a claufe, provided they would fink
the bills in five years, conformable to the aét of
parliament binding New England : as if their com-
pliance wiih the terms of this act took off the force

o~

L

* Penfylu. Gaz. 19. December.
or



[ 48]
or obligation of the royal inftruétion ; which yet
at fetting ont is reprefented as an infuperable ob-
ftacle, and has no connetion with the act, orthe
a&t with Penfylvama. '

However, as the Governor had, between thefe
two declarations, introduced the late Attorney-
General’s opinion in fupport of the firlt, the af-
fembly miftook his meaning; and concluding he
intended to infift on inferting the fu/pending Claufe,
entered into debate about it. In their anfwer of De-
cember 20th, they controvert the force or validity
of that royal inftruétion, as Governor Thomas, to
whom it was firft directed in 17406, pafled the
5c00 /. bill before-mentioned, witkout a fujpending
claufe, by extending the excife act for ten years;
to which number they had reduced their demand
of time in the new bill. :

They fay, that as Collonel Thomas gave his af-
fent to that act, after the receipt of the faid in-
ftruction, they hope he will not be more reftrict-
ed by it than the Gentleman to whom it was im-
mediately directed, and at prefent holds a govern-
ment of great importance under the Crown, or
than his predeceffor Mr. Hamilton, who never of-
fered a fuppending claufe.

Governor Morris made them fenfible, that he
never intended to infift on the fufpending claufe, pro-
vided they would {ink the paper bills in five years,
As they did not, he undertakes to prove, that
the inftruction (which he in his former meflage had
confented to lay afide) was binding on bim, and
tbat Collone! Thomas’s condutt was no rule to bim.
In thort, the difpute is carried on as if the fu/pen-
ding claufe was the only obftacle, and the aét of
parliament for reducing the.ten years to five, which
before was the grand impediment, was no longer
infilted on. The reafon he gives why he had in-

fifted
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Bted on it is, that he thought the reafon of that alf
extended bere (1o Penfylvania) although the force of
it did not *.  Was not this reafon enough why he
fhould not fo long have endeavoured to force this
act upon the affembly ; efpecially fince, as he con-
fefleth, the reafon of its extending thither was
no more than a conje¢ture of his own? whence it
follows, that it was fuch conjeQure or thought of
his, which made him urge its authority, not any
inftru&ion from the Crown: yet two or three
paragraphs after fays, ¢ He had before informed
¢ them that he could not pafs their bill in the
¢« fhape they had fent it, (that is requiring ten
¢¢ years time to {ink the bills) as being contrary to
¢« his Majefty’s inftruction;”> which inftruétion
muft, by thefe words, relate to the act refiraining
the emiffion of paper currency to five years: and

et it is no where exprefly faid by him to extend
to that a&, (fuppofing it concerned Penfylvania)
but to relate merely to the not paffing of bills for
creating paper money, without a fufpending
claufe.

All this feems to me like playing at crofs pur-
pofes, or faft and loofe with royal inftruftions:
fometimes they are treated as of no importance,
and an act of parliament made only to bind one
country, brought in to bind another : at another
time the aét feems to be negletted, and the in-
ftruction only regarded. Inone part of the Go-
vernor’s meflage the reafon of the alts extending
to Penfylvania is only his conjetture, and he al-
lows it has no force in itfelf to operate there ; in
another part it is made to operate by a royal in-
ftruction.  So that the royal inftrution feems to
be made a tool of by him to oblige the affembly

* Gazette December 31.
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inform them ¢ whether the royal inftrution is
“ the only impediment 3 or whether he had any
farther inftrutions from their proprietaries,
*“ which influence him in refufing his affent to
¢ their bill.”

Governor Morris in anfwer fays that ¢ althe’
¢ he thought it not quite decent, and he believed
<« it unprecedented for a Governor to be called
¢ upon for a fight of his inftructions ; yet, adds he,
«¢ I fhall communicare them to the houfe (of af-
¢ fembly) whencver the public fervice fhall re-
< quire it.” And accordingly, as by way of
advance, took that opportunity to acquaint them
with fome of his inftrutions from the propreitors,
particularly to recommend to them to provide for
defence of the province 3 not only by granting
aids from time to time to the King, but alfo by
eftablithing a wmilitia, providing arms, ftores of
war and magazines in convenient places.

Here the Governor had a fair opportunity of
trying if the affembly would pafs a militia act,
by propofing to them a bill for that purpofe
ready drawn as before 3 and it may feem ftrange
to many thar this never was done by the Gover-
nor. But as it might be more agreeable to his
views that they fhould rather appear refraltory
than compliable, he did not care perhaps to ha-
zard a point of fo great importarce, left their
anfwer might have deprived him of the pretence
of declaiming on that head.

The affembly in their meffage of the 26th of
December, thank the Governor for offering to
communicate the proprictary inftructions; and
{1y thofe 1o former Governors had been repeat-
edly lad before them, of which they produce
fome inftances : particularly thofe ot Sir I#liam
Keizh in 1724, and Colonel Thomas in 1738.

They

<¢
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They tell him that as they are of cpinion, ¢ his
“« proprietary inftrutions are the principal if not
<« the fole obftru&tion to his paffing their bill 5
¢« and that as whatever bill they might prepare
“¢ for the then prefent, or any other purpofe, af-
< ter all the expence to the country and all their
¢ pairs in framing them, would be liable to the
¢ fame difficulties, unlefs they could knew what
¢ thofe proprietary inftructions are ; they there-
¢ fore requeft he would zben candidly communi-
‘¢ cate thofe inftructions, as the time when the public
“¢ fervice requires, fince they intended to make
* them the great end of their humb': addrefs to
¢ his Majefty.”

Governor Morris, whether piqued with their
feeming to claim a right to fie his inftructions,
or perhaps never intending to produce them, as
his offer was equivocal ; 1n his anfwer or meflage
of December joth, refufes to communicite them,
“¢ as he could not at that time think it either for
¢« his Majefty’s fervice or the intereft of the pro-
*“ vince.” He feems much difgufted likewife
with their telling him they were of opinion that
the proprietary inftrutions was the principal or
Jole obfiruction to his paffing their bill after he had
told them he was hindered by a royal inftruction :
on which occafion he afks ¢ how they came {o inti-
¢ mately acquainted with his private {cntiments, as
¢¢ to know that when he faid one thing be meant ano-
¢ ther 2 upon my word this was a proper queftion.
The Quakers fure muft be conjurors if they pene-
trated fo deep. *Tis much the lerter writer did not
take the hint from thiscircumftance to charge them,
among other things, with forcery.

To be ferious ; how could they think otherwife
when they knew that he could not be bound by
the royal inflruction on the fufpending claufe, be-

E 3 caufe
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caufe he had offered to pafs the bill without fuch a
claufe ; and that as the act of parliament reftrain-
ing the remiffion of paper currency in New
England to 5 years, could not affect Penfylvania,
he could not be bound by that at. Since then he
could not bz bound by either of thefe, what could
bind him but inftruttions from the proprietaries ?
that proprietary inftrutions may be contrary both
to the royal intructions given to the Governor,
and royal charter granted to the people, as well
as abfurd in themfelves, appears frcm Mr. Hamil-
ton’s declaration before fet forth.  The affembly
likewife produce an inftance of a faving claufe or
reftriction in the commifficn of Colonel Ewvans,
fo inconfiftent with their charter rights, that being
laid before the council (of Penfylvania) in 1724,
of which William Pem the younger, was the
principal member, they determined that faving
¢laufe to be void in itfelf.

As things ftand, therefore the Penfylvania
Quakers are in a very bad fituation, lying as it
were, between two millltones, unable to move;
this verifies the text, one cannot ferve two mafters:
if their commands be contrary and the people do
not know them, which of the two fhall they obey,
or rather how fhall they know which to obey?
to enable them therefore to aét at all, it is abfo-
Jutely neceflary that they thould fee one of the
Governor’s inftructions, and confequently the
proprietary, as they ought to give place to the
royal.  Afier all the having proprietary Govern-
ments in a country is incompatible with the rights
of Crowns. ItisaXkind of fmperium in imperio,
and confequently a folecifm in politics.

To proceed in our rclation of faéts: asthe af-
fembly miftakes the Governor’s meaning (I woulld
Le underflood with reipect to the fufpending

claule,
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claufe, not to the inftructions which he alted
from) fo the Governor on his fide miftakes that
of the affembly.  Altho’ the bill which they fent
up to him was for no more than 20,000/. he
would perfuade them it was for 40,000/ on
which in their meflage of Famuary the 3d 1755,
they fet forth the title as follows, < an act for
« f{triking 40,000/ in bills of credit and for
“¢ granting 20,000/, thereof to the King’s ule,
<¢ and to provide a fund for applying the remain-
¢ der to the exchange of torn and ragged bills
‘¢ now current in this province.”  On whnich oc-
cafien they tell the governour, that he well knew,
it added no more to thuir piper currency than
the very 20,000/ granted the King; and even
that firuck for no other reafon than to anfwer
the immediate call of the crown, and o make
the grant effetual.

On this faux pas or {lip (wiilful or unwillful)
of the Governor, the letter wricer, no doubt,
grounded his falfe affertion before-mentioned ;
that the cxcife would amount to 45,co0l in 12
years, and the aflembly by their bill would have
had 35,000 of it at their own difpofal. But he
has im{proved the hint confiderably, by alding
5000/, to the Gevernor’s 40,000 /. and traster-
ring the cale from the 20,000 to the 10,0co0/
grant, in order to make their demand appear more
unreafonable, from an augmentation of 15,000/

After this fome little altercation paft between the
Governor and the affembly with reference to the
ftate of the funds. The Governor infilted that
they had, or ought to have, 14 or 15,000/ in
bank. They make appear that they had not half
that fum, including mortgages and debts; and
that there was not 600 /. in the treafury.

 E 4 To
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To conclude this account of tranfactions : the
affembly finding the Governor inflexibly bent not
to pafs their bill but with his own unwarrantable
reftritions, they on the roth of Fanuary 1755,
adjourned themfelves to the 12th of May follow-
ing ; after voting 5000 /. for accommodating the
King’s troops when they fhould arrive, as hath
been mentioned before.

This is the fum and iffue of the affair. Itis
now left to the public to judge, which of the two
parties cucht to have receded from their preten-
fions ? who was to blame the aflembly for infift-
ing to tender the money in the accuftomed form,
or the Gevernor for perfifting not to receive it in
that form ?

If they think the Governour was in the wrong
they will naturally conclude, according to what has
been before fuggefted, that he was witheld from
pafling the affembly’s bill bya proprietary inftruéti-
on, not a royal one 3 and this being admitted, they
cannot be Jong at a lofs to difcover the purport of
that inftrution, which notwithftanding the writer
fo induftrioufly avuids to mentionjit, tranfpires in
two or three places of his letter, where he fpeaks
fomuch againft cheaffernblies having thedifpofal of
the public money,and of what bleflings would arife
to the province from having that power lodged
in the Governor. To wreft this power out of
their hands was doubtlefs the fole motive of his
conduct ; the fole objc& which he had in view.
Had they given up this power, it 1s not to be
doubted (according as the cafe is (tated in the
Ietter} but that the Governor would readily have
paffed the bill, had the time afked been 24 inftead
of 12 years; and all his fcruples would have been
removed.

But
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But if this power be fo much wanted by either
the proprietaries or the Governor, how comes it
that the acquifition of it was not attempted be-
fore? why is this dangerous.juncture pitched on
to begin a conteft, when the affairs of the colo-
pies are too much diftractéd already ; and me-
thods fhould be ufed to unice the people, not to
divide them?

The writer after having given a fallacious ftate of
affair, and faid all the falfe and malicious things
which his fertile imagination could invent of the
Penfylvania Quakers, endeavours to cajole the
Quakers here into a bad opinion of their brethren
in America, and lift them into his party, pretend-
ing p. 22, *“ to be well affured that the condu
< of the affembly in Penfylvania, is very much
¢ difapproved of, and condemned by their bre-
< thren the Quakers in England , who are juftly
¢ efteemed a quict people, fuch as we already
¢ obferved the firt Quakers in this province
“ were.”

As the Quakers are in reality a quiet upright
people 5 quict and perhaps upright for the general,
beyond any fect of Chriftians in all the King’s do-
minions ; people who have been often oppreffcd
by other feéts both in Europe and America, but
never retaliated on others the injuries which were
done themfelves, it is not probable that thofe of
Penfylvaniathould fo far degenerate fromthe meek-
nefs of their anceftors, or deviate from the man-
ners of their brethren here, as to renounce their
fundamental principles, and become turbulent,
much lefs abettors of injuftice.  But, by this
time the reader muft have learned how to inter-
pret the writer’s words: with him to hold their
privileges is to be unjuft; and to refufe delivering
them up to hy paity, is to be unquiet,

In
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In like manner when be fays, ¢ it 1s very plain
¢ that they have no mind to give a fingle thilling
«« for the King’s ufe, unlefs they can thereby
¢t increafe their own power.” It is the fame
thing as to fay that the Governor will not re-
ceive a fhilling from them unlefs they gave him
vp their power. After what has been faid muft
not the people have reafon to think, as he con-
feffes they do, ¢ that every fuch rejection of a
« money bill, is a defign againft their liberties,
«¢ and throw the whole blame on their proprietors
«¢ and Governors ?* As it is too well known that
the people, and all but thofe of his party, areon
the fide of the affembly, he judged it could be
of no ufe to conceal it : but he had better have
faid nothing than given fo filly a reafon for it
namely, < that they are not well enough ac-
¢ quainted with the nature of Government, to
¢t underftand why the money bills cannot be
¢ paffed;” their underftanding muft be very
wcak indeed, as weak as this writer’s, if they
cannot tell why the bills cannor be paffed, in cafe
the reafon s, as he pretends, becaufc they afk 12
years for finking them inftead of s,

He goes on p. 23, reprefenting the miferable
condition of the province and imputing it all to
the affembly, in terms which may juftly be turned
on thofe of his party ; and then alledges two in-
ftances, firlt of a petition from 1000 poor families,
who inhabit the back parts of the colony, to the
affembly in Auguf? 1754, foon after 2Wafbington’s
defeat, praying that they might be furnithed
with arms and ammunition for their defence ; but
this petition, he fays, was rejeted with fcorn :
the fecond is of a meflage in December following
from their Indian allies to the Governor, begging
that he would diret the building of a woeoden

fort,
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fort, in which they offered to defend themfelves
and the inhabitants of Penfylvania from incurfions :
this alfo he tells us the affembly refufed, bidding
them, if they were afraid, to retire farther within
the province. "
The reader, we prefume, has feen too much of
the malice and infincerity of this writer, to believe
any thing which he affirms upon his bare tefti-
mony ; and after he has been fo often detected in
falfehoods, will not condemn the affembly on his
fingle evidence : but at leaft fufpend their judg-
ments till they may have time to clear themfeives,
if neceffary ; and the rather as we find this laft
particular very differently reprefented in the Pen-
Sfylvania Gazette of Dec. 19, which contains both
the Governor’s mcflage and the affembly’s anfwer
on that occafion. Mr. Morris, on the 4th, re-
commended to them to make ¢ provifion for the
“ maintenance of the Indians at Aughwik, and
¢ for fetting up fome ftachados round the place
¢« they thould fix on for their winter’s refidence.”®
The aflembly on the 6¢h, afier declaring ¢ their
willingnefs to treat them with juftice, humanity,
‘¢ and tendernefs, as till then they had done ; una-
¢ nimoufly refolved to defray the reafonable
«¢ charges for fupport of the Indians, till their next
¢ meeting : but as Craghan feemed refolved to
“ remove from Aughwik, whereby the Indians
¢ would be left without any proper perfon to take
¢¢ care of providing for their fubfiftence, they re-
¢ commend it to the Governor’s confideration,
¢ whether it might not be more convenient for
¢ the [ndians themfelves, and defs expence to the
province, if they were invited to come nearer
their back inhabitants, till by hunting, or other-

wife, they might be able to {ublift themfelves
¢ with fafety.”
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+ Ts there any thing in all this {o rude or regard-
lefs of the Judians as he reprefents the cafe? All
fuggeftions that the Quakers will not defend them-
felves and their property, muft be falfe, from the
inftances already produced to the contrary. Their
‘oppofition to the defigns of the party isa confura-
tion of the charge. They know it would be but
of little ignificancy to fecure their rights againft
the attempts of a Governor, if at the fame time
they fuficred a foreign enemy to firip them of both
liberty and property, withour making any refift-
ance. They know too that they could not expect
to be ieft in poffeflion of a country, unlcfs they
were refolved to defend 1t ; and that the readiet
way to be divefted of the poffeflion, would be to
refufe contributing their utmoft to preferve it:
fince, in reality, the province is the King’s, from
whom they have it in trult, on a prefumption that
they will fecure it for him againft all enemizs 5 and
who, in cafc of their failure, will refume the pof-
feflion, in ordcr to prevent thelofs of it.

Although the Quakers, out of religious prin-
ciple, are averfe to bear arms themlelves yet they
will, no more than thofc of other perfuafions, fuf-
fer their property to be taken from them for want
of making a proper oppofition. If they do not
fight in perfon, they are ready to pay thole who
will 3 which is as much as the generality of thofe
do, who fcruple not going to war out of confci-
ence: and that Penfylvania will aord men enough
willing to fight, without compelling the Quakers,
appears from the proprietary inftrultions to the
prefent Governor,, requiring men to be raifed, but
yet fo as not to obhgc any to bear arms who may
be confcientioufly fciupulous,

In King 7#i/iain’s war, Mr. 174/, a Quaker of
Lro.e Hfand, who commanded a veflel of which

he
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he was owner, was met atfea by a French pri-
vateer, which coming up with him, the caprain or-
dered him to ftrike. The Quaker made anfwer
that he could not refolve to part with- either his
fhip or cargo, which were his property, and of
confiderable value ; neither could he, by the laws
of his religion, fight: but he would f})eak to his
man Charles, who was of another perfuafion, and
in cafe he was inclined to fight, he would not hin-
der him. Accordingly Charles was called, who
accepted the encounter ; and falling to work with
the Frenchman, foon obliged him to fheer off. This
Charles was no other than the late Sir Charles 1V a-
ger, who then ferved that honeft Quaker ;and the
report which Mr. Hull made, when he arrived at
London of this gallant a&ion, wasthefir(t rife of that
worthy admiral. The Quakers therefore, in effe&t,
will fight ; but the party are not content, that the
Quakers, like themfelves, fhould fight by proxy ;
they want to oblige them, againft both law and
confcience, to fight in perfon, though without any
neceffity. This is one part of the wicked tyrannic
{cheme which they are driving at.  The Quakers,
befides contributing their quota in the laft war,
behaved with more circumfpection, as obedient,
dutiful and loyal fubjetts to his Majefty and Go-
vernment, than the party did who would reprefenc
them in a contrary light. For it is notorious, that
the few now complaining and arraigning their con -
duct, held conftant correfpondence with the King’s
enemies, and fupplied them with all forts of ftores
and provificns 5 and, the berter to carry on this
treafonable trade, they had faCtors refiding in all
the remarkable ports of the French and Spanii;

Weft-Indies, during the laft war,
In Bine, as the Quakers do not profefs loyal:y to
the King, and dithonour him in their a®ions, nci-
ther



[ 62 ]

ther do they refufe to advance money for his fer-
vice ; all they defire is to fee (according to a legal
right which they bave to fee) that fuch money be
Iaid out for his fervice, as to anfwer the public uti-
lity, for which it was voted ;5 and not to be funk
in the pockets of venal Lieutenant-Governors.
Some of whom formerly have been fent over as
hungry as fharks, in order, as it were, to prey up-
on the vitals of the inhabitants, and devour all the

rofits of the land, Thefe men are not content
with a handfome provifion arifling out of licences
for public houfes, to the amount of 2500/ per
annum, exclufive of what the aflembly gives them,
which is feldom lefs than 1000/ more. How
many gentlemen of {uperior merit and abilities for
governing a province, would be perfcctly eafy with
half fuch an appointment? but fharks can never
be fatisfy’d.

«« From what has been faid (faith the letter-
<« writer, p. 25.) it clearly appears how much we
<« f{uffer, by having all public money in fuch
<« hands.”” By we, muft be underftood folely of
his party for all elfe think themfelves great gain-
ers, as he himfelf, in effect, allows bur a few lines
before, in the concern he expreffes to find not only
the Germans, who make one half of the innabi-
tants, but all the people in general in the intereft
of the aflembly, whom they conflider as their beft
friends.

He goes on ¢ were the cafe otherwife,”” (that is,
was the difpofal of the public money in the hands of
his party) ¢¢ matters mightbe managed with fecrefy,
< eafe, expedition, fuccefs, and a fmall expence, by
<« embracing the proper opportunites.” O | no
doubt of ir, as all the wifdom, integrity, and fru-
gality, muft needs be on the file of the Gover-
nor and his party, every thing would then go on

fwim-
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fwimmingly. The charge of Government weuid
be but a trifle to what it is now ; the number of
officers would be reduced half in half, as well as
their falaries ; and the Governor himfelf would be
content with 1000, or 1500 /. a year, inftead of
4000/. But will they find any without doors to be-
lieve them ? or any within, among the affembly,
weak enough to try them?

It muft be obferved, that this is one of the two
p]aces in the letter, where we meet with glimmer-
ings of the grand point which the Governors are
driving at, and the true caufe of their not paffing
the money-bills, all along fo induftrioufly fupprefled
by this writer ; namely, their not having the dif-
pofal of the money : whichtran{pires a little in the
words, ¢ were the cale otherwife 3’ but fomewhat
more clearly in thofe which follow 3 ¢ the fettle-
«« ments of the French at Crown Point, and on the
¢¢ Obio, might both have been prevented at firft,
¢ with one soth part of the expence it will now
<« take to diflodge them, had not the hands of all
<« our Governors been tied up, by having the di/~

pofal of no manies on fuch emergengies, nor any
¢« hopes of obtaining it (the difpofal of the money).
« from the affemblics, if they fhould advance any
¢ fums for the public fervice.”

Neither the difpofal of the monies, nor hopes of
obtaining fuch difpofal from the affembly! poor
gentlemen, binc ille lachryme : who does not pity
their deplorable cafe 2 who would not gratify their
longings to finger the public money, but fuch hard-
hearted men as the aflembly, the Quakers, and
the reft of of the people ot Penfylvania ? But what
need they fret ? Jet them pluck up a heart and
comfort themfelves; fince if they difappoint the
Governor of his darling views, he will have it
always in his power to be revenged on them,

by
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by refufing to receive the money which they offer
for the King’s fervice, and putting the province in
danger of being taken out of their hands by the
Frenc/o---provxdcd the Government here does not
interpofe in time. If the Governor had been im-
powered with the difpofal of the monty, he would
have done more than was incumbent ¢n him, or
perhaps would have been permitted him: he
would not only have prevented the French en-
croachments on the Obis, but would alfo have
hindred their building Crowr Point fort, although
in another Governor’s province. But as the af-
fembly will not give up to him the difp>fal of the
money, he will neither defend his own province
himfeif, nor fuffer the affembly to defend 1r. What
4hould the Governor care if the French do take it,
fince they will not let him have his will 2 why
fhould he have any care for the colony, if they will
not give him the difpofal of the cath? whar isthe
colony to him without that?

Some indeed think, that if the Governor in-
tended to act honeftly, he would readily accept of
the fum voted by the affembly for the King’s ule,
and not be afraid to render an account whenever
called upon : but they fay they can have no good

opinion of a Governor’s defigns, who unJuftly at-
tempts to wreft out of the hands of the people, a
power which he knows they have a feg:l as well as
natural right to.

< But here it may be juftly afked, by what
“ means the Quakers, who are fo fmall a part of
¢¢ the inhabitants, and whofe meafurcs are fo un-
popular (fuppoﬁnor them to be fuch as this wri-
<« ter reprefents them) get continually chofen into
¢ the affemblies of Penfxlfmma 4

It is eafy to fee that this would be a confidcrable
ftumbing-block to the reacers of the letter, and a

grand
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grand objetion againft the truth of the writer’s ac-
cufations : for this reafon he puts the queftion hims
felf, and p. 26. undertakes to anfwer it. Hisan«
fwer, in fubftance, is this; * thatin the late Spanifh
war, Governor Thomas calling on them to arm for
their defence, they were alarmed with the profpeét
of lofing their power, if they fhould comply, as hath
been fhewn above : that they therefore entered in-
to cabals, and perfuaded the Germans there was a
defign to enflave them, and force their young men
to be foldiers : that a military law was to be made,
infupportable taxes laid on them, and what not,
unlefs they joined to keep in the Quakers, under
wholfe adminiftration they bad long enjoyed eafe
and tranquillity ; and to force out of the aflembly
all thofe wha were likely to join the Governor, in
giving money for annoying the enemy.”

The inftrument it feems they made ufe of to
effect this, was one Sader a German printer, who
publithes a news-paper entirely in the German lan-
guage. * In confequence of this, the Germans
¢ who had hitherto been peaceable without med-
¢ ling in ele€tions, came down in fhoals, and car-
“¢ ried all before them. Near 1800 of them voted
¢ in the county of Philadelpbia, which threw the
¢¢ balance on the fide of the Quakers; who hav-
¢ 1ing found out this fecret, have ever fince ex-
¢ cluded all other perfuafions from the affcmbly.
‘¢ conftantly calling in the Germans to their aid,
¢ by means of this printer.” A terrible and dan-
gerous man to be fure!

This anfwer to the objetion is plaufible : and
yet was it in the main true, 1t ought to throw no
reflection on the Quakers: for 6irlt the Jand is pro-
perly their birchright, and the poffeffion in jultice
belongs to them. They cannot therefore be blamed
for uﬁgﬁ:g their endeavours to keep poffeflion, and

F hinder
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hinder others from reaping the fruit of their Iz
bours, after taking fo much care to bjing the pro-
vince into its prefent flourithing condition.  Pru-
dence therefore, as well as juftice, evinces the ob-
ligation, and even neceffity, of returning and con-
tinuing the Quakers in the affembly : not only as
having been the firft fettlers and eftablifhers of the
Government ; but alfo as having, by their good
management and conduct ever fince, thewn them-
felves to be the fitteft perfons for keeping up the
profperity of the colony, as well as the fafeft guar-
dians who could be intrufted with the eftablithed
rights and bbertics of its inhabitants, againft the
many in:quitous attempts of the Governor’s men.

It therefore they did folicit the affiftance of the
Germans to preferve their own interefts, they were
certainly ia the right of it; and in cafe they, for
that end, endeavoured to perfuade thofe ftrangers
that the Governor had in view, to make flaves of
-them, 1 cannot fee how they can be thought to
have been in the wrong, fince an attempt to wreft
from them by force their moft valuable rights and
privileges, might well be looked ox in that light,
They certainly had, or at Iea® judged they had,
juit reafon to call the Germans to their aid, or elfe
they would not have done it; fince the writer
himfelf acknowledges that this was the firft time
that they had taken fuch a ftep.

To prevent a difcov.ry, he conceals the time, or
year, of the elc¢tion which he mentions : but in all
likelihood it was that of the year 1744, when
they had very great reafon indeed to make all the
friends they could among the other inhabitants, to
prevert the violent meatures which were then fet
on foct te deftroy the freedom of eleCtions, and
fill the affembly with creatures of the Governor -
for all the privateer failors in the harbour of Psl-
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adelpbia, under the influence of the Governor’s
men, came armed to the Court Houfe, where the
Sheriff was then taking the pole ; and with open
violence hindered the legal voters, who were in the
intereft of the Quakers, from voting : knocking
down, and -beating in a moflt barbarous manner,
all who appeared not to beof their party. And
when the houfe of affembly came to (it, and take
cognizance of the affair, in order to find out and
bring the delinquents to juftice, the Governor
granted moli profequi’s. However, thisalarming
and lawlefs tranfaction, which ftruck terror into
the minds of the people, throughout the whole
province of Penfylvania, ftill remains frefh in the
memory of every independent voter, and is to be
feen, with all its circumftances at large, on the
journals and votes of the affembly,

Is it then to be wo..dered after this, if ever
fince, as the writer fays, they call in the Germans
to their aid ? but although he keeps thefe violent
meafures of his party from the knowledge of his
readers,-he does not pretend to charge the Ger-
mans with any unlawful or difurderly behaviour
on the occafion; and yet if they had repelled vio-
lence by violence, nobody could have blamed
them when they were provoked toit, and had
atted merely in their own defence.

It is likewile worth obferving, that although this
writer would have calling in the Germans to vote
to be reckoned a crime in the Quakers, yet his
own party {ct them the example : for, previous to
the ele¢tion above-mentioned, the Germans were
tampered with by the Governor’s men; and, on
their promifing to vote for them, he, to qualify
them for -the purpofe, procured many hundreds of
them to be naturalized. The Germans however,
voted afterwards on the Quakers fide, from a con-
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fcioufnefs, or apprehenfion, that if the other party
got a majority in the affembly, they would make
fuch laws as ferved their own interefts, however
detrimental to the liberty of the people, and good.
of pofterity ; which, although the higheft earthly
bleflings, are no longer dear to men than their
principles remain uncorrupted.

From the partial account given of this affair by
the author of the le.ter, the reader has a farther
inftance of his difingenuity, and how little his re-
prefentation of any matters which relute to the
Quakers is to be regarded. I fhall not therefore
take up his time with rcfuting the groundlefs re-
flections, which, for want of real matter to accufe
them with, he throws out againft them on this, as
on all other occafions. It is fufficient to obferve,
that they are only general charges, fupported by
the bare affertions of a perfon who refolved with
himfelf, when he fat down to write, to relate no-
thing truly; and as no one fact is charged upon
them in direct terms, they ought to be treated,
like himfeif, with contempt, and as the hateful off-
{pring of malice and detraction.

However we muft not pafs on without taking
notice of one very remarkable perfonage ; I mean
the German printer : he f{peaks of him in terms
which fhew the deepeft concern, as well as dread
of his power: as if all the diftrefs of his party was
owing to him; and that they can never hope to
compafs their ends, till the authority of that for-
midable foe is either leffened or deftroyed. This
printer feems to be more terrible to them than the
Quakers themfelves, as he hath above 100,000
Germans at his devotion, who, if he but whittles,
come dawwn in [boals, and carry all before them, as he
fhall direct,

When-
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Whenever they want to cal/ in thefe foreigners
12 their aid, they do it-by means of this pringer : by
means of this printer, they reprefent all regular cler-
gymen as  [pies and tools of flate: whenever they
know of any [uch minifter in good terms with bis peo-
ple, they immediately atlack bis charaller, by means
of this printer ; and to be fure his bufinefs is done
at once, for a fingle man has no chance to ftand
againft fuch a printer as this dominus fac totum,
who commands fo many thoufands, and obliges
them to do whatever fervice he pleales to fend them
on.

Who would imagine that printers, and German
printers too, thould become fo formidable in iz~
rica, as to ftrike terror in'o the hearts of even Go-
vernors themfelves, for the gencral, the moft
dreadle(s and affuming mortals of any to be found 2
Yet we have had, it feems, of late, two inttances of
the kind, Zenger in New 2ork, and Saiier in Pen-

Dlvania,

Not daring to try his ftrength at fair weapons,
with this Hercuiean typographer, he has recourfe
to his ufual method of calumny, and beftows
invidious names on him, as thote of French pro-
phet, and popith emiffary.  Nor i it any wonder,
that a printer who has wrought his party fo much
mifchief, and blown up their defigns againft the
affembly, fthould be the object of his keeneft re-
fentment  Accordingly the remainder of his let-
ter, confilting of near one half, is employed in
blackening the character of this printer, as well as
the Germans, and contriving ex; e iients to abridge
his molt extenfive influence and authority in Pen-
Srlvania.

This German printer has been a ufeful member
in the fociety, it no otherwife than in preferving
the hberty of the fubjeét, by communicating and
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expofing the =vil defigns and oppreffions of the
Governors to ti,e people, in the fame manner as
Zenger, betosc-mentioned, had done at New York,
not many ycars before : a proof of public fpirit
which an Englifp printer at Philadelphia had not
the courage or zeal to give, with-held by govern-
ment-connetions, and influence; which too gene-
rally deftroy patriotifm, and hinder men from
difcharging thofe duties which they owe to their
country.

The writer has expatiated fo much on the
danger and ruin which muft attend keeping the
Quakers in the aflfembly, that one would have
imagined it was the greateft evil which could pof-
fibly befal Penfylvania : but it feems, after all,
that this is not the greateft evil: there is a worfe
than it, attending thofe infidious practices, car-
ried on by means of the faid printer with the Ger-
mans. For thele people, it feems, ¢ Inftead of
‘¢ being peaceable and induftrious as before, now
 finding themfcives of fuch confequence, are
<« grown infolent, fullen, and turbulent, in fome
¢ counties threatning the lives of all who op-
¢ pofe their views.”>  Surely fuch fons of flaugh-
ter cannot be averfe to arms!

¢ They give out, that they are a majority, and
¢ ftrong enough to make the country their own.”
Surely then they will not let the Fremch take it
from them for want of defendingit. ¢ They
 have fuffered the greatelt oppreflions under
¢« Popith Princes in their native countries, where
they could enjoy neither liberty of confcience,
por their riches with fafety : furely then it can-
not be all one to them which King gets the
country,” George or Louis: the Proteftant or the
¢ Romifh monarch, And altho’ many of them

fhould
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thould be Papifts, as this writer afferts, they like a
Proteftant and Ewnglifb government better than
their own, or they would not have left it to go
live in Penfylvania 5 and their knowing the worft
which can bappen, if a Popith Prince fhould get
the dominion, is the greater fecurity to ue, that
they will never fuffer him to obtain ir, if they
can peffibly keep him out. It feems a very great
inconfiftency, that they thould leave Germany to
avoid the tyranny of their ratural princes, and
yet willingly put themfelves under the power of
the French, who are more arbitrary fil! than the
German.
Yert this writer reprefents matters, as if not on-
ly the French of Canada have turned their bopes
upon this great body of Germans {-ttled in Penfyl-
vania, but even that thefe people favour their de-
fign: fo thatif the French do but fend their Je-
‘¢ fuitical emiffaries among them, to perfuade
“ them over to the Popilh religion, they will
“ draw them from the Eng/ifh in mul:irudes, or
¢ perhaps lead them'in a body againft u-.”’
Surely, a man who can fo confidently affert fo
great an improbability, as if he certainly koew it
would be the cafe, muft be capable of affcrting
any abfurdity, as well as falthood : for, is it pomblc
that people who abandoned their own country,
chiefly to avoid the tyranny of the Popifh reli-
gion, fhould fo eafily be reconciled to it, and
induced to embrace what they fled toavoid? thould
fo fuddenly change their opinions, as to believe
Popery amiable, which till then they looked on
as monftroufly deformed ? and fhould all at once
embrace what before they fo greatly abhorred ?
This is the more unlikely ﬂxll, as he confeffzth,
p. 35. that ¢« The moft conliderable and weigh-
F 4 « ty
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“ ty fect among them is the Mengnifts, whole
¢ principles are much the {fame with thole of the
¢ Quakers; that many of them are Moravians,
«.and that there are many other feéts fpringing
¢ up among the Germans.”” Which falls are fo
many confutations of what he has advanced ; fince
it is well known that the Proteftant fe€taries, the
farther they divide, the farther they remove from
Popery, as their aim is to approach nearer to the
fimplicity of primitive Chriftianity. '

It is true, he fays, that near one fourth of the
Germans are fuppofed to be Romanifts; and that
the Moravians are {fulpeted to be a dangerous
pecple, becaufe they conceal their religion, and
feem to hold fome tenets and cuttoms much a-kin
to the Papifts.  But as thefe, if not downright fal-
* fities, are only conjectures and furmifes of the wri-
ter and his party, as far as they bave an opporty-
nity of judging, they muft yield place to the cha-
ratter given of them by thofe who had good gppor-
tunities of judging, and are better acquainted with
them. From iuch we learn that the Germans in
Penfylvania are a people eafily governed, without
power, and no wa\s ambitious of autho:ity : there
are not above five or fix in the whole province,
who hold any place of either truft or profit; they
dread the thoughts of an ablolute government,
and are fenfible of the liberty and other bleflings
which they enjoy under an Englifb conflitution 3
they have fuch horrible ideas ot Popery and arbi-
trary power from woeful experience in their own
countrics, efpecially that of the French King, that
toa man they would prefer death rather than fub-
mit to live under it,

The natuial hatred which the Germans have
for the Firench, and irreconcileable enmity which

fubfitts
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fubfifts between them in America, will always be
a means todeter, rather than encourage the French
to attempt any enchroachments in the neigbour-
hood of the German fettlers,  Moft of them are
Lutberans and Calvinifts, the reft Moravians and
Menonifts, a religious peeple, inoffenfive and fond
of inftrution; but far from being ignorant, as
the letter-writer repiefents thom.  They have
fchools and meeting-houfes in almoft every town-
thio throu-,n the province, aud have more mag-
nificent churches and other places of worthip in
the «uy of Pbhiladelpbia itfelf, than thofe of all
the c:her perfuafions a.Jded together. They abound
likewife with able minifters and teachers. Thus
the moft numerous part of the Germans are pro-
vided with teachers ; and the writer of the letter,
p. 31, acknowledges that the reft might be made
good Proteftants, and good fighting fubjeéts, in
cafe regular minifters and {choolmafters were fent
among them to inftruét them. He likewife, p. 41,
allows that a confiderable progrefs is made in a
delign of this nature, and a confiderable fum col-
lected for it.

If this be the cafe, how little grounds muft he
have for thofe dreadful apprehenfions which he
affects, of the Germans being carried away in mul-
titudes by the Popifh emiffaries, fuppofing them
to be fo ignorant as he aflerts? Are thefe Romith
priefts more affiduous and dextrous in their work
of converting, than the Proteftant minifters in that
of inftruting and watching their flocks? or, has
Popery a more alluring and captivating afpet in
America than it has 10 Eurepe ?

In fhore, all his objections againft the Germans
are malicious, falfe and forced : the only one which
feems to be againft them, or rather agaiaft thofe

who
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who allotted them their fetclements, is, their having
fettled too many of them together, inftead of in-
termixing them with the other inhabitants. This
method would have prevented any apprehenfions
of their power, by dividing them; and might
have habituated them infenfibly both to the lan-
guage and cuftoms, if not the manners of the
Englifh : but this couife with them, which in all
likeliiood would have had all the effects which he
fo ardex.ly defires, the writer never once men-
tions, either becaufe that might have refletted
on his own patiy, who f:trled them in their pre-
fent difiiCvs or elfe, becaufe he had nothing
more in view than to propofe the beft means he
could think on of gaining his point as things now
fland, anl getting the power out of the hands of
the aflmbly, without any real regard to the wel-
fare of the province, or the Englifb intereft in it.
For, if the Germans are fo turbulent, and talk al-
ready of fe'zing the province, or giving it up to
the Fiexh, as he alledges, the method which
he would have taken with them, by ftripping
them of their privileges for thirty years, and com-
pelling them, as it were, to receive the Eunglifh
language and religion, will only ferve to exafpe-
raie them, and fpur them to put fuch defigns in
execution : which, if they are able to do at pre-
fert by their numbers, they will at any time be
able to accomplifh ; as it may be prefumed their
increafe will be in propoeriion to that of the reft
of the inhabitan's of Penfylvania, and confequent-
ly, that they will always be the majoricy.

To the Germans, in a great meafure, is to be
aferibed the prefent flourifhing condition of the
province, owing to their induftry in cultivating
the lands, and the weal'h which they brought with

them
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them into Penfylvania. Eut as he thinks the coun-
try is already over-ftocked with them, he would
have a ftop put to the *¢ importation of any more,
¢ and the migration turned another way.”  But,
if they be the ungovernable wretches he repre-
fents them to be, how will that remedy the evil?
It may remove, but not cure 1t gnd the other
provinces will not thank him for his izdwce: but
he cares not what evils they brought on other pro-
vinces, fo they could be taken off from voting
at eleétions for the Quakers. |

The reafon which the writer gives, in a note,
p. 32, for turning the migration from them, is,
becaufe ¢ If new hands are continually brought
¢ in, and the old families go back to other co-
¢¢ lonies, as he fays they do at prefent, (when-
¢« ever they begin to get a little money, and know
¢ fomething of our language) we thall never make
¢ Englifbmen of them.”  But whofe fault is ir,
that the old families go off, except theirs of the
writer’s own party ? Itis in reality owing to the
oppreflion of the proprictor’s officers, entrufted
with his land affairs, elpecially the Sccretary of a
certain principal man, who muakes others fly from
their native country, though not for fuch flagranc
crimes as a perfon well knownto himfelf fled from
his own. This inftrument of oppreflion, and an-
other, has been for many years the plague of the
province, by engroffing and monopolizing every
fpot of valuable land, in order to fell again at an
exorbitant price; of which numerous inftances
might be produced, {ome whereof were compiain-
ed of here about three years ago, and a proper
admonition given to a certain perfon to Jook bet-
ter to the behaviour of bis officers.

After
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After uttering fo many falfehoods, and injuri-
ous refletions againft the Quakers and the Ger-
mans, which his malice could invent, the reader,
we prefume, can no more believe that he was for-
ry the tafk fell to bis lot, as he pretends, p. 37,
than that truth and duty ebliged him 10 take up the
pen.  Yet he feems confident, that his reprefenta-
tion of things will be taken for granted, and mat-
ters ordered by the Parliament according to his
four inftructions.

The firlt of them is ¢ to oblige all thofe who
« fit in the affembly to take the oaths of allegi-
« ance to his Majefty 3 and perhaps a teft or de-
¢ claration that they wili not refufe to defend
- their country againft all his Majefty’s ene-
“ mies.”

This article s calculated not only to exclude
the Quakers wholly from the aflembly, by oblig-
ing them to take an oath; but alfo to compell
them perfonally to take up arms againft their
confciences, which confirms what we before fug-
gefted on this occafion. This propofal is fo fla-
grantly unjult and oppreffive, thatif the charac-
ter of the writer was not known, it might be
wondered how he could have the prefumption to
offer fuch an infult to the Britfh legiflature. Yet
he has the farther affurance to fay that is the final-
left teft of fidelity which can be required from them :
Altho’ he knew that Mr, Penn founder of the co-
lony in his laft charier of 1683, enjoins <¢ all
« who ferve the government in any capacity,
<t folemnly to promife when required allegiance
¢ to the crown and fidelity to the proprietor
« and Governor.”” This folemn affirmation is all
which can be expected from Quakers, confiftent
with  their religious principles; and which not

many
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many years ago the Britifh legiflature eftablithed
by law; as judging it from the conduét c.f the
people, as well as the nature.of the thing itfclf,
to be reaily in 2!l refpeéts equivalent to an oaths
as withoat doubt itis. Many indeed murmured
againil this aft when in agitation, as if it was in-
dulging the Quakers with a greater prmleg_e than
any other Proteftants, even church men, enjoyed ;
and catt a flur or reproach on all thofe who take
oaths. To this it may be anfwered, that ic is in
the power of other Proteftants to wipe off the
flur or reproach if they think it one, and intitle
themfelves to the fame privilege with Quakers,
by only leaving off the ufe of profane curfing and
fwearing. Whenever any fet or body of them
fhall prove themfelves duly qualified, there is no
doubt but the parliament will on their application
fubftitute the folemn affirmation inftead of an
oath, as well for them as they have done for the
Quakers.

His fecond dire&tion is, ¢ to fulpend the right
¢« of voting for members of aflembly from the
¢ Germans, till they have a fufficient knowledge
¢ of our language and conftitution ; this provi-
¢ fion he fays, is as reafonable as the other.”
I grant it; thac is, it is not reafonable at all : for
after what has been faid on the occafion, it does
not appear that there 1s any grouad for depriving
thofe people of their privileges, efpecially as the
Quakers would be entirely excluded from the af-
fembly by the firft article. This thews he is il
afraid his party would not be able to obtain their
ends ; and that three fourths of the people muft
be deprived of cither the privilege of ftting in
the affembly, or voting, before he thinks they
would have a chance for it : and even then itis a

hundred
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hundred to one but they would find themfelves
miftaken, and be obliged to ger three fourths of
the church men and diffenters deprived of their
right of  voting alfo, before his party could have
the leaft hopes of gaining their point: for the ge-
nerality of all the different perfuafions are in the
Jame way of thinking, and act on the fume piin.
ciples with thofe of the Quakers.

The three remaining articles relate to the in-
ftruction of the Germans ; and fecm to be inferted
rather for a glofs to his plan than any thing elfe,
as they are in effect contained in the fucond.  All
that is new in them, relates to having all bonds,
contralts, wills and other legal writings made in
the Engli/b tongue ; and that no news papers,
almanacks, or other pericdical paper fhould be

rinted in a foreign language, at leaft, unlefs an
Englifty verfion be printed in the oppofite column
or page : which two cautions are certainly proper
and neceflary, excepting that the article which
relates towills, may require fome mitigation.

Thus haveing gone thro’ the writer’s letter,
article by article, it remains only to take notice of
what he fays in the two or three laft paragraphs.
In the firft of them, p. 43, he fays that ¢¢ during
< the late war, they (he means thofe of his par-
<« ty) petitioned his Majefly, fetting forth their
<< difficulties and the defencelefs ftate of the pro-
¢ vince, but received no relief; owing, as they
¢ prefumed, to the other weighty affairs, which
«¢ then engroffed the attention of the miniftry.”

Now this is notorioufly falfe, and a reflction
on his Majefty as well as his minifters : for upon
an application for that purpofe, the Otfer floop
of war, captain Baladine was fent out to their aid
and defence.  She arrived and was in the port of

Philadelpbia
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Philadelphia when the Spanifb privateer before-
mentioned was “in the river Delaware. The af-
fembly voted the captain @ handfome prefent,
upon hisarrival, tobuy ftores, &F¢. Whicli it can’c
be fuppofed the author is a ftranget to, or coujd
forget ; unlefs he has done it willlfully, fot fear
the conduc and behaviour, to the captain, of the
Governor’s party (the few who had the fole trade
to the French and Spanifh Weft-Indies,) fhould be
expofed. Could the author forget that the cap-
tain of the man of war fell in with one of ‘their
veflels, in the bay of Dellaware, freighted from
the Spanifb Weft-Indies? that he feized her and
fent her to Virginia to be condemned ? and that
thofe people arrefted the captain on his arrival at
Philadelpbia from his cruize, for the damage they
pretended .to have received from fuch capture ?
or could he forget the proceedings which followed
thereupon ?

Thus, that his conduct may be of a piece thro®
the whole, as he begins with a falthood, fo he
continues his rout and ends with a falthood. If
there be any thing of truth in his letter, to be
fure ft muft be in thofe places where he fpeaksin
praife of the proprietors and the Governors,
whom he takes his leave of by averring, ¢ it
“ may be faid, with the greateft juftice, that
‘¢ they have done every thing in their power to
 affiit us (that is his party) and keep up to an
“ Englifb conflitution 3’ that is, by endgavouring
t1 deftroy that of the Quakers. He concludes,
“ whatever be the confiquence, all out misfor-
“ tunes can be charged no where, but upon our
¢ people themfelves i’ the Governor’s men: I
¢ agree with him, and I have fhewn, con-
‘“ tinues he, that it would be plainly repug-
* pant to ther intercft to remedy grievances.”
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I agree with him in this point alfo. How
truth will flip out often unawares?.---He
adds in the laft place, ¢ all redrefs therefore
«¢ muft, if it comes, come from his Majefty and
¢ the Britith parliament.” In this particular,
the Quakers, both here and in Peanfylvania, are
of opinion with the letter writer; nor is there
any thing which they more ardently wifh, as hath
been already obferved, than that their gracious
King would take them under his own protec-
ton.

F I N I 3.

ERR AT A

P. 5. L. 5. for 700 read 7000.
P. 19. L. 4. for wree read were.






