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Children's Day Letter 
from the Primate 

Bishop's Court, 
'vVinnipeg, Man., 

October, 1929. 

To the Members of the Sunday Schools 
of the Church of England in Canada. 

'My dear Boys and Girls: 
It is my turn this year to write you the 

Children's Day Letter and I do it with great 
pleasure, for there is no department of the 
work of the Church that I am more" keenly 
interested in than that of the Sunday 
School. 

If you look up the Calendar in your 
Prayer Book, when certain days are marked 
down for special purposes, you will find 
that it is only a very great event that has 
a whole day specially given to " it-for 
example, Christmas Day, Easter Day, Whit­
sunday and so on. Those who have the 
management of our Church affairs, there­
fore , showed how very highly they' valued 
Sunday School work when they devoted a 
whole Sunday to thinking about and pray­
ing about that work and called it Children's 
Day. What an important part you ; should 
feel that you play in the ,vork 6f the Church 
when you see on the Calendar in large let­
ters "Children's Day"-your own day! You 
will not find Archbishops' Day or Bishops' 
Day or Clergymen's Day, but in October, 
every year, that beautiful season when we 
are garnering God's abounding gifts to us 

from nature, from the field and the garden, 
we have Children's Day-the day when we 
older people are asked to think about the 
Saviour's work among the children, whom 
He seemed to care for specially. It was He 
'vVho said, when speaking about the sphere 
of His work among men: "The field is the 
world, the good seed are the children of 
the. Kingdom." Children and young people, 
tramed for God and the Church m our 
Sunday Schools, may be the seed from 
which will grow the future workers in the 
Kingdom of God upon earth. 

In view of the fact. then, that Children's 
Day is your day, may I ask you that you 
endeavor in every way in your power to 
make it a great day in the Church's year­
a Red Letter Day. You can do that in var­
ious ways. In the first place you can do 
it by making sure to be present yourselves 
at your Sunday School and at the special 
services of the day. In the second place, you 
can do it by bringing as many of your chums 
and companions along with you as you can. 
In the third place, you can do it by seeking 
out some boyar girl who, for any reason, 
has not formed the habit of attending Sun­
day School and persuading him or her to 
begin the habit. In that way you will not 
only increase the strength of your Sunday 
School but, with God's blessing, you may be 
the means of bringing someone nearer to 
God in Christ in the paths of our holy 
religion. In short, use the day for all th2.t 
it is worth and all that it is meant to be. 
Remember, also, that it is the G.B.R.E .. 
through the General Synod, that established 
this Children's Day and that it will be your 
duty on that day, as always, to support the 

work of the Board by generous contribu­
tions to its funds and by commending its 
work and its publications. Please do not 
forget that it is our own Board-an organ­
ization of our own Canadian Church, and 
that for that reason we ought to be loyal in 
our support and use of wha~ it provides. 

I do not wish to make my letter too long. 
but I cannot close without a few words 
bearing upon the cultivation of your spirit­
ual lives. My dear young friends, the object 
of the Sunday School is to bring you, 
through the Church, to Christ as your only 
Saviour and after you have definitely ac­
cepted Him as such, to help you to keep 
close to Him and grow in grace. How are 
you to do that? First, by never neglecting 
your private prayers, morning and evening. 
The story is told of a young Scottish officer 
who went grievously wrong in the Great 
'vVar and it was thought that it was the 
temptations of the army that caused his 
falling into sin. When he returned home, 
disgraced, he went into his bedroom, fol­
lowed by his brokep-hearted mother. Point­
ing to his bedside, he said, "Mother, it all 
be~an there when I ga ve up saying my 
prIvate prayers. It was not the war that did 
it. It was my neglect of the sweet and 
simple piety which was the anchor of my 
life." 

Don't neglect your private prayers, there­
fore . That is my first point. 

The next means of keeping straight and 
true to God is through the worship of the 
Church. and here let me say something 
which I have often thought of saying. It is 
this: Do not let your Sunday School take 
the place of your Church. 'vVhen I have 



visited some Churches at the regulat; ser­
vices and I have looked around I have been 
painfully struck by the absence of children 
in the congregation. When I have remarked 
upon it the reply has been: "Ah, but they 
all attend Sunday School." Good and indis­
pensable as the Sunday School is, it must 
not be allowed to take the place of attend­
ance at and worship in the Church. Some 
of us may be old-fashioned, but there are 
few things that we can look back upon in 
early life with as much pleasure and profit 
and a sort of spiritual affection as accom­
panying our parents and our grown-up rela­
tiveS and sitting with them in the family 
pew at Church. We were proud thus to walk 
in the House of God as friends and join in 
and learn to love our grand old Church of 
England service. We went to Sunday 
School in the afternoon, but we always went 
at least once a day to Church, along with 
the grown-ups. Going to Sunday School did 
not excuse us from that. My last word to 
you, then, my dear young friends, is: Don't 
let your Sunday School, no matter how good 
it is, rob you of the public worship of God 
in the Church. The day will come when you 
will be confirmed and become Communi­
cants, and the service and worship there 
will not then be strange to you but some­
thing that you have already learned to know 
and to love. 

With all good wishes, 
I am, 

Your affectionate friend, 

Primate. 

N.B.-As the Children's Day Letter this 
year is a personal message from the Pri­
mate, we feel sure that you will wish to 
place a copy in the hands of every member 
of your Sunday School. Please indicate on 
the card enclosed the number of copies you 
would like us to send. 

,q J1. u - if b.rt S.~ __ _ 


	1929CHILDREN'SVS_Children's Day_FC
	1929CHILDREN'SVS_Children's Day_3page spread
	1929CHILDREN'SVS_Children's Day_back pages

