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T H I N G S as they ARE. 

:«',H()« H E Spirit of the Public, and ef­
~ T ~ pecially of a Britiili Public, has 
~ ~ been always fo favorable to thofe 
)<'OHt!()( who venture to lay before it their 
fentiments on the flate of its affairs, as might 
alone be a fufficient inducement, even with­
out taking into the account the honor itfelf 
of the taik. 

Truth, or but the aim at truth, unadul­
terated with felfiibnefs, partiality, or faCtious 
views, of which that Public has too piercing 
a difcernment, for mere pretence to efcape, 
is fure to find not only approbation but even 
proteCtion from it. N or is this its difpofition, 
entirely undeferved. Flattery itfelf cannot, 
with all its art, a1Tume a more delicate iliape 
than that of the reprefentation of truths fore­
known not to be agreeable to thofe to whom 
they are reprefented, and yet for all that 
offered or even obtruded upon them. This 
fuppofes in them not only the fafe juflice of 
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a candid acceptance, but the yet rarer good 
fen (e of profiting by truth, when made 
appear to them, even though themfelves 
had not been the firft to difcover it, through 
thofe douds of paffions, or of artful defign, 
which [0 often obfcure it. 

But even where fuch repre[entations fail of 
immediate conviction, they cannot but have a 
good effeCt, jf they but raife a falutary doubt: 
at leafi they can offend none but the par'": 
five flaves of prejudice, who prefer the im~ 
plicitnefs of credulity or ignorance to the 
active refearch of their own reafon; and 
would rather continue ruinoufly mifiaken1 

than unpleafingly undeceived. To under~ 
:ll:andings of this ftamp, Truth would in 
vain, and even dangerouily hold out her 
torch, fure, for her reward, to have it dafh­
ed in her face. It is not for fuch as 
thefe, that either reafon or experience wen: 
made. The opinion of millions of them, 
cannot outweigh even but the hope of pleaf ... 
ing or enlightening one man of fenfe, and 
in courfe, of candor~ And fure no time 
ever called more powerfulIy for a fair and 
juft difquifition into things than the prefent 
one, when the moil pernicious falfities are 
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carert"ed like friends, and the moil: whole. 
fame truths voted enemies to this country, 
of which whatever may be its inclination, its 
intereft it can never be to remain ignorant 
or even in doubt. Public miil:akes are al­
ways public misfortunes, and like misfor­
tunes too rarely come alone; error follows 
upon errc'r, ut 111lda jitpervenz't zmdam. 
But the danger is il:ill greater, and the 
lefs apt to be difcerned or retrieved, when 
fuch miftakes are built upon the moil: laud­
able and mofi virtuous of all foundations, 
the love of country; and are more-over 
induftrioufly fomented by fuch men of Power 
as are efieemed its friends. Some of them 
are perhaps fincere1y fo, and deferve there­
fore no reproach, but that of incapacity or 
want of penetration. Such too are admira­
ble tools to thofe who knowing better, have 
views difiinCt from that t)f the national 
intereft, and draw much better fervi-.::e from 
them, than if thefe their co-operators were 
in the fecret of what they the more fuc­
cefsfully employ thcmfe1ves in pcrfuading 
others, from themfelves being perfuaded. 

The following {beets then :-Ire not im­
pudently meant to fet up a privlte opinion 
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in oppofition to the public authority of 
thofe great and wife ftatefmen, at prefent 
fo happily and fo glorioufly in charge with 
the conduCt of the Britilh fyftem, if any 
fuch (vftem there exifts; but purely to 
ftate matters of faCt, fo as to put every 
one into :J. way of exercifing his own judg­
ment upon them, with a reqneft to every 
reader, which furely will not appear a very 
immodeft one, of his not preferring any 
man's reafon to his own, nor any pre­
judices he may have imbibed, to his own 
conviCtions of tmth. 

But as it is abfolutely necefTary to the 
afccrtainment of things as they are, to know 
,,,-hat they have been; a fummary recapi­
tulation of precedent tranfaCtions will not 
improperly, nor, is it to be hoped, tedioufly 
clear the way. 

Nothing is more fuiCcptible of the moft 
evident demonfiration than that Britain was 
in her own mufi: jufi: defence forced into 
the prefent war with France. Stabbed at 
in her vitals in America, {he v:as either 
obliged to acquiefce fupinely in the French 
manifold invafions there, or to put a ftop 
to them, by repelling the aggreffion with 
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a commencement of hofiilities. An im­
mediate declaration of war would perhaps 
have been more confonant to the efiabli!h­
ed forms of praCtice; but fince the French 
themfe1ves had not paid any refpect to the~ 
in their own procedure, they could at leafi 
with the worfe grace complain ~f our hav-" 
ing followed the bad example they had fet 
us, and which was not the lefs real for its 
being the lefs manifefi to the refi of Europe, 
from the remotenefs and obfcurity of the 
parts where they incontefiably began their 
aggreffion. 

In this imminent or actual frate of war~ 
it was but natural for our court to look 
out for allies, and to look out for them 
efpecially amongfi thofe powers the mofi 
united to us by the ties of mutual interefi 
or good offices. At the head of thefe, 
doubtlefs fiood the queen of Hungary, na­
turally the enemy to France and in courfe, 
a friend to Britain. Unhappily her pofi­
tion was too critical with refpect both to 
France and to Pruffia, for her to declare 
for us, Nay, her direct declaration in our 
favor at that time, mufi have been not 
only pregnant with the utmofi danger to 
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her[elf, but have been the very worfi office 
the could do us. It was even highly im­
politic to ddire it: the rea[on is obvious. 
No one can doubt, but from the infiant 
of [uch a declaration, France would have 
eafily engaged Pruffia to join with her. 
which would have produced a more for­
midable union, than even that of Aufiria 
with France, of which we [0 bitterly com­
plain; with what rea[on will [oon be [een. 
It was {aid befides, that on our firfi over­
ture, ihe had required too exorbitant a con­
fiJeration for her joining with us. This is 
far from improbable: the houfe of Aufiria 
was never celebrated for its moderation to­
wards us on that head. 

Our court however [enfible of the deli­
cacy of the queen of Hungary's fituation, 
refpectively to Pruffia, was, or feemed 
fatisfied with her excufe. It proceeded 
next to negociate the march of a Ruffian 
army into Germany. The propofal was no 
fooner made to Ruffia, than eagerly ac­
cepted. Nothing could more co-incide with 
its actual views. That court had not only 
for a fixt object, the getting a footing in 
the empire, but the Czarina herfelf had en-
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tertained a perfonal animofity againfi the king 
of Pruffia. She was then to be enabled and 
paid with cur own money, for doing the 
ve, y thing on which her heart was mofi 
fet. This march was concerted to anfwer 
two intentions; that of covering Hanover 
from the threatned invafion of the French, 
and of taking away, or at leafi of lefTening 
the queen of Hungary's apprehenfions from 
the king of Pruffia, who might be faid to 
be encamped on her frontiers with a form­
idable army ready for aciion. Encamped 
is no improper term here, fince his domi­
nions were all over one incampment, of 
which his own court of Potfdam, was the 
general quarters. 

This Prince however, with his ufual 
penetration, foon got notice of the treaty, 
and of the terms of it; which plainly 
{hewed its being levelled againfi himfdf. 
If it may be faid of him that he dreaded 
any power, it was that of Ruffia. He knew 
how ill he fiood at that court, he knew 
its views upon Germany, or rather upon 
thofe of his dominions that lay the moft 
convenient for its invafion. He knew that 
its fianding maxim is to TAKE and HJLD. 

Alarmed 
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Alarmed then, he could think of no better 
expedient for defeating the Ruffian inten­
tions, than offering his alliance to his Bri­
tannic Majefiy, the principal condition of 
which was to keep out all foreign troops 
from entering the empire, in which the 
French were principally meant, though out 
of remains of tenderne[s to them, not [pe­
cifically named. 

There exifred two preponderant reafons 
for accepting this offer, built on two very 
powerful motives with mankind, hope and 
fear. Hope, that lying [0 much nearer and 
more convenient for covering Hanover, with 
fo great afrrength as he commanded, that that 
great and capital point would be better pro­
vided for, than by the alliance with Ruffia : 
Fear, that on a rejeaion of his propofal, 
Hanover might [uffer from him, as he wa. 
very capable of ferving it in the fame man­
ner, as he has done Sa."{ony fince. Power 
he undoubtedly had, and no one can think, 
that he would have wanted pretences. 

Our court came accordingly into his pro­
pofals. This implicitly annulled the material 
part to Ruffia of the treaty [0 recently made 
with it. The Czarina could not but think her-

[elf 
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felf grofiy trifled with, and refented it ac­
cordingly. The alienation of that govern­
ment from our nation may be dated from 
that time, and is not perhaps one of the 
leaft difadvantages incurred for the fake of 
the fafety of Hanover. 

But the Britiili intereft was facrificed in 
vain. That no regard for this nation had 
any the leaft 1hare in that firft famous 
treaty of February J756, with Pruffia, not 
the confequences alone have ihewn; but 
the exprefs declaration of his Pruffian Ma·· 
jefty made to the French King, through his 
minifter .the duke de Nivernois, juft after the 
.fignature of it. "* That he flattered him,. 

C " felf 

* Qu'il fe flatoit dl' lui avoir rendu un fervice tres 
diflingue, en feparant, c,;;nme il avoit fait, l'Autriche 
-de I'alliance de I' Angleterre; que loin d'avoir gene 
fes operationscontres .les anglois, il lui avoit donne 
plus de facilite de les poulTer avec vigueur; -<Iu'il avo;t 
arrettr les RulTes alors leurs ennermis communs, et ex­
tremement fortilie par Ii b Iit;ue des prince:; de I'empire, 
qu'il ne s'agilToitplus que de reformer Ie projet de porter 
-1a guerre dans 1'.eleClorat d'Hanover, ch2ngement dans 
.Ie plan d'operations militaires d'autant plus facile, que 
1a guarantie des P!lls bas n'etoit pas comprire dans celle 

de cet eleB:orat. (Etat At/uti des affaires de /' Alit­
magne.) 



( 10 ) 

fC [elf with having done him (the French 
ce kmg) a mo) dl/t'inguijl.ed ;;T7.}ice, in de ... 
<e tachin:;, as h2 had done, /u;1ria from 
<e the alliance of England; th:-,t fo far from 
Ie cramping his operations {Igailljl the Eng­
" lifo, he had procured him a greater fa­
ce eility to pujh them with vigor: that he 
ce had flopped the RujJians, their then com­
ce mon en~mies, and thereby extremely for.,. 
" tified the league of the princes of the 
" empire: that he (the French king' had 
" now nothing to do but to alter his pra­
U jeCt of carrying the war into the eleCto­
cc rate of Hanover, a change in the plan 
" of military operations fo much the more 
" eafy, for that the guarantee of the L~u'­
" Countries, was not included in that of the 
" eleCtorate. 

This extraCt from a Pamphlet, entitled, 
'The ACluai State of Affairs ill GermanJ, 
pub1ilhed about that time, though never 
yet refuted, and then univerfally believed, 
and even in England, would not perhaps of 
itfelf now deferve any credit, if the fub­
fequent conduCt of his Pruffian majefiy had 
not perfeCtly corroborated it. One incon-
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tefiable truth in it is, that the L')w-Coun­
tries were, at the fpecial in fiance of one of 
the contraCting parties, which could rut be 
England om~tted *. If reports too found­
ed on the utmofi probability, and on the 
known fentiments of his Pruffian m<l:jefiy 
towards the french o:\.1rt, may be credited; 
he was extremely blanked, not to fay con­
founded at its not biting at tllC bait he 
had thrown out to it. He would not per­
haps have been furprized at cncount.:ring 
the French as enemies to Britain, or to 
Hanover, but had never drcamt of en­

countering them as the friends of Aufhia. 
But in this he was difappointed. 

France, whom he had twice left in the 
lurch, could have no great confidence in 
him, and imlgincd fhe !hould make h:r 
market better with Auil:cia, now 11'); only 
thoroughly indifpofed towards this nati')l1, 
but fi'ightened at once at our de[ertion, 

C 2 and 

* The word G£rmany was fLLbltituted to that of Em­
pire, which in a more extenfivc !t:at:: comprehends tbt: 

Low-Countries and Bohemia. 
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ttnd at the defigns of Pruffia aga.infi her. 
She was moreover greatly exafperated at our 
renewal of the garantee of Silefia to the 
King of Pruffia; a renewal which becaufe 
perfeCtly unnece1Tary, !he confirued into an 
intention of nofing her with it. 

In this ill-humor, and what was more 
powerful yet with her, in this her terror, 
can there be any wonder that !he !hould 
il:rike in with France, that opened her arms 
to receive her, and courted her with every 
motive of revenge, of fafety, and of appa­
rent interd1:, circumfianced as !he then 
was; the {word of Pruffia evidently whetted 
againfi her throat, and herfe1f not even very 
decently treated by us, was there fo much 
as an alternative at her option ? Have we 
any right to reproach her with a fiep to 
which ourfelves had driven her, and evi­
dently made a neceffity to her? Truth is 
not the lefs truth r()f being unpopular. 
Much b~ been faid of her ingratitude to this 
nation for all the fervices done to her fa­
mily; but wa.ving the plea of their having 
hCl'l1 con11:antly and ob\iouily done, either 
for the intere1t of Britain, and perhaps of-
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tenei! for that of Hanover, is the infamouii 
and never-to-be forgotten peace of Utrecht, 
by which the crown of S~ain and all its ap­
pendages, that would indeed have formed 
a fa nece1Tary counter-ballance to France; 
the want of which has cofi us fo many 
millions, were transferred from the houfe 
of Aufiria to the houfe of Bourbon, to be 
ranked amongfi thofe fervices for which the 
is charged with fa black a crime as that of 
ingratitude? Does the owe us any great 
thanks for the part our court had in oblig­
ing her to part with Silefia; which the 
whole Britilh nation once thought fa cruelly 
and unjufily wrefied from her? The times 
indeed are changed, but the right of things 
does not change with them. And for 
what did ihe part with a province of near 
a million fierling yearly revenue, to a mor­
tal enemy, and once not efieemed by us 
the moil: generous one? But for a poor half 
million adjuil:ed and paid by us. It may 
be faid this unvoluntary Geffi6n was at that 
time in;pofed on her by the defperatenefs of 
her circumil:ances. confequently not impu­
table to us. Granted that were true; granted 
that .11e was purely ll1flutnced by them, and 
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not by our menaces. of abandoning her, if 
{he did not comply with the terms pre­
fcribed by Pruilia; is nor the fame plea of 
neceffity receivable in the cafe of her em­
bracing the alliance of France? No one in 
his fcnfes can imagine it was her choice. 
She muft know too well the interefted 
defigns and conilitutional perfidy of that 
court. 

The embroiling Us then with Ruffia, with 
the Emprefs ~en, and in its confequenes 
with almoft all Europe, was evidently the 
confequence of that treaty of ours with Pruf­
fia in February 1756 . We !hall now fee 
what benefit accrued to Britain, and to Ha­
nover from his Pruilian majefiy's difpofions 
to obferve it. 

The main intent of it was dou btlefs to 
defeat the French defigns of penetrating into 
the eleCl:orate of Hanover. Werel, a place 
ftrongly fortified by the king of Pruffia's fa­
her, who tendered it as the apple of his 
eye; \Vefel, that important barrier, that 
could have ftopped the French, at left fix 
weeks, was ungarrifoned, and left the way 
dear for the French to enter into the heart 
of the Empire. Everyone knows what 
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followed; they advanced into Hanover, 
h~d barely the advantase at the affair of 
Haftenbeck, and y..:t reduced the Hanove­
rjans and Heffians to a pacific convention at 
Clofier-Seven, to which Richelieu was fo 
weak as to truft, without infifiing on their 
laying down their arms. 

It has been faid, that that fagacious 
prince, the King of Pruilia, had firong rea­
Cons for with-drawing that garrifon. No 
doubt he had. ,But whatever they were, 
they baulked, in a great meafure, the'very 
nrfi and capital intention of the treaty he 
hatftng before figned, and which brought 
on that of Verfailles between the Emprefs 
Queen and the French King of th:: fidl: of 
May followin g. 

In September, of that year, his Pruffian 
.1\'J ajefiy made his irruption into the protef­
tant eleCtorate of Saxony; of which, by a 
new, and till then, unheard of diftinCtion, 
he took poifeffion, in the form of a de .. 
pojite. There is no need of charaCterizing 
this fiep here. What the opinion of his 
EleCtoral Highnefs of Hanover was, may 
be [een in the memorial delivered in by his 
~omitial minifter at Ratilbon, where he [0-

lemnly 
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lemnly difavowed, and even detefted it. 
HisBritannic Majefty was however of a con­
trary way of thinking, fince the very fame 
prince who had taken that, at leaft, irregu­
lar ftep, was folemnly recommended by 
him to the nation as its natural ally! Com­
mon-fenfe is however at a lofs to reconcile 
fuch contradiCtions. 

The war was hotly carried on in Ger. 
many; a war that feems to have been a 
conteft for which fide fhould commit the 
greateft blunders. Thofe of Pruffia were 
unhappily for him the feweft. Unhappily 
for him, it may without a paradox be faid, 
£Ince all his great and lhining viCl:ories, ob­
tained by his fuperiority in general-iliip, and 
in his forces over the greateft blunderen; 
that ever pretended to know any thing in 
war, have brought him no nearer an iffue, 
whiIft they muft weaken him in proportion 
as they have exafperated, thofe enemies of 
his, who fureIy had not before wanted the 
inclination, and are now thereby reduced 
to the neceffity of cruiliing him, or of periili­
ing themfelves. Berlin, the King of Pruf­
fta's own capital had been laid under con­
tribution, and two fuch viCtoriei as would 
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iri former times have probably transferred 
the whole Roman Empire to the gainer of 
them,c have not as yet prod uced to him the re­
covery of a part even of his own domihions, 
which is to this infumt Jin the hands of his 
enemies. But this is far from all that is 
againft him: A capacity" fo great, an aCti­
vity' fo indefatigable as his, feconded by 
the beft troops and generals in Europe, 
have h~therto enabled him to withfiand, the 

,united force of thofe great powers, that 
~re 'confederated againfi: him; and may he 
long continue to maintain Jhis deferved fu­
periotitt -over them! But when heihall 
have' rednced; and even deftroyed the em­
preis qneen; fUPFofe her even hunted out 
of Vienna"{ and forced to fly to Hungary. 
or eliewhere, from ,before the face ,of his 
viCtorious: army; [uppofe even the reft.of 
bis enen,ies ndifcouraged, and out. of con­
dition tp aDifi: her effeCtually in her diftrc[s ; 
!there (till remains for him to furmollnt, ~n 
obihde . not the leL in~incible, for its pre­
fent appearance of beitlg, the very weakeil: ; 
the laws Qf the empire; Againfi: this rock 
h{Lmufi: ulti,mately fplit) ~'eL:1L&, hu~,mly 
fpeaking, though it nr.l)' b,_ ill:lt.;,e,l) it C:l:1IWt 
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be {ubverted ,~ithout dragging after it a gene­
ral ruin. Will not, Of at IC:Jfl: ought not all 
Germany to arm to a man in defence of a 
~onfl:itution thus threatened to be overturned, 
and which cannot be annihilated without 
a violent and entire change of thefyfl:em 
of Europe.? vVill other powersy now neu­
ttal~ftand by and fee their own fafety en­
dangered by fuch a revolution? It may be 
faid, that pea-ce will be the iffue . of fuch a 

." reduCtion of the emprefs queen; but is !he 
not too much exafperated? can !he make 
it without her allies? and fhould 1he even 
{llbmit "to her conqueror with their confent, 
what reliance can ihe have on the fiability of 
.ny treaty with him? C( She mufl: be cruihed 
• i' then: the king of Prufi'ia will effeCl:al­
,; lyerad!cate her power." Granted. But 
who is to be ll1bfl:ituted in the room of 
that Houfe, which has for fo many ages pre­
lided over Germany, and which Germany 
cannot help re(pec"ting and fupporting, even 
though it has [0 many juft reafons to com-' 
rlain ()f it? Will it be aniwered that the 
king of Pruffia will fill up that void? Every 
true Englifhman who looks on him in his 
prefent light of popularity, would and ought 

to 
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to with it; but no one that knows any 
thing of the fiate of Europe, or of th~ 
empire, can entertain fo frantic a hope. 
Nothing is, it is true, above the perfonal.,. 
merit of 10 great a prince. But is he im­
mortal? will his fucceifors have the fame 
claim? will Germany, on fo frail-a tenure 
~s that of his life, exchange an old efia­
blifhed family for a very new one? Will it 
tamely facrifice its liberty, privileges, and 
every thing that is facred, to a mafter thus 
impofed on it by force of arms, and 
from whorrir~s '1 mafter, it can hardly ex­
peCt more 'refpeCt to its laws, than he ,has 
1hewn them as a fubjeCt and member of the 
empire? Has he even, at this very hour, 
after all his amazing fucceifes, acquired 
one confiderable ally, except Britain? The 
French he -has already beat and driven back p 

and fuppofe now the Emprefs ... queen forced 
to take refuge :in her wilds in Hungary~ 

will thefeevents, probably, deliver him 
from one of thofe enemies b1.at now keep 
the fword in his hand, 2ind compel him 
'to fight for his very exiftence, not only 
with them, but with the feafons themfdves;? 
Will his adv~ntages .not rather multiply l).,is 
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adverfaries? Even fuch profperouscvents as 
might, in the ufual courfe of things, have 
gained fri8nds even to a bad caufe, have 
however won none over to his, and only 
1erved to draw the clafer the ties of alliance 
between the powers combined againfi him.: 
Some of them ,lre not only protefiant powers, 
but even near relations t6 him; yet then~ 

have not been wanting fome, or mad, or 
filly, or defignipg enough to treat this war: 
he is carrying on as a religious one: Can 
fuch a condition then as his, ~ith all the 
glare his victories have dlfic,fed over it, 
blind cne man of [enfe or reflection to 
the hollownefs of it? Is it not rather fo 
truly deplorable that his fword the mor~ 
fuccefsful it is, is but digging the deeper 
and the more inevitable a precipice for him? 
Even now the prodigious pitch to which he 
has carried his power di[covers its weak­
nefs, fince nothing cari be plainer than its 
being- of the nature of a large firucture, 
that wanting proportionable fOl1ndations, 
and cement, the l-tigher it fhould be raif­
ed would but be the nearer coming to 
the ground.· Let him take 01mutz/ let 
hIm gain battle upon battle, let· :him 
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plant, if he will~ his' viCtorious ftandards 
on the ramparts of Vienna; he is not a 
jot t~e more advanced, if Germany and the 
reft of Europe are but the more provoked, 
and refolutely bent againil: his aggrandize­
ment? They have but too much felt, and 
can hardly not refent the airs of de[po­
tifm he has already given hirhfelf to his 
co-eftates; his prefcribing to his equals rules 
of conduct in the moil: imperious ftrain; 
his threatening thofe his fellow-members 
of the empire, who armed againil: hinion­
ly in obedience to its laws,arid to'whom 
he has fcarce imputed it as lefs than the 
crime of high-treafon againil: his own ma­
jeil:y. But his procedure efpecially towards 
Saxony, has made him enemies of all 
thofe powers, who may not, care tohavt 
the eil:ablifhed law of nations give place 
to a new Code-Frederic crammed down 
their throats, by which :the ftrangc;, expe­
dient of feizing and taking a neighbouring 
ftate, ,in depqJite, may grow into, practice, 
under its propagation, like that of the Aleo.­
ran, by the fword. Even then, ina political, 
to fay nothing of a fentimental light, fOr 
that is unqueilionable, the fortune of the 
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poor, fugitive, diftreft, but faithful king of 
Poland, [eems lefs to be pitied than that 
of the Pruffian hero in all his glory, hurried 
as he has been by fears, real or imaginary, 
out of the character of a benefactor to man­
kind into that of its deftroyer. . 

But whether his caufe be .as jutl: as it is 
fa generally imagined here, or as unjufi as 
the reft of Europe, looks on it to be, and 
has already given judgment againft him, 
it is much to be doubted whether Britain 
as his ally, can do him much effeCtual fer­
vice, whiHl: in the attempt the may do 
infinite mifchief to herfelf. Nor ought the 
unpopularity of this doubt to deter anyone, 
to whom Pruffia is Iefs dear than his own 
country, from urging what he conceives to 
be the truth, though fure of offending 
where he does not convince. The daring 
to difpleafe is often not the leaft of Cervices, 
though it rarely meets with the acknow­
ledgment it deferves. But to li«uidate this 
.queilion, and to form juit conclufionG, fame 
retrofpect is necefiary into the aCtual ftatt: 
of Britain, from the breaking out of the war 
",,-ith France to this pre[ent time. 
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Minorca infamoufly 10ft, the unprofpe­
rous events in America, and indeed the 
general mifmanagement of affairs, without 
order, without fyftem, without dignity, na­
turally alarmed the nation for the confe­
quences. The infolence of the French had 
twelled in proportion to our weakneifes; and 
they who had not long before fcrupled to 
compare us to the antient Romans, now 
began to hold us as cheap as the modern 
ones. Our natural friends were grown cold 
and indifferent towards us. A miferable ne­
gleCt, or at beft a faint perfunCtory ma­
nagement of the national intereft, always 
fubordinate to a foreign one, ruinoufly for 
itfelf preferred, and ardently pur[ued, could 
not well tempt other powers to conneCt with 
us. In lhort, the balance of the public opi­
nion, both at home and abroad, was COffi­

pleatfy againft us. 
Such a fituation could not but awaken 

Britain. Her £rft emotions were thofe 
of fo violent an indignation againft the 
authors of it, as to fufpend even her ex­
ertion towards providing a remedy. Th;s 
flate of aitonilhment or ftupor the French 
miftook for fear or defpondence. At brit, 
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indeed, the nati<:ll1 imagined herfelf w~ak, 
only becaufe her power had been weakly 
adlUiniftcred, and that the had not for a 

·long time feen 10 ,nuch as an atte~npt at;t 
juft difpenfation of her ftrength. She had 
very reafonably indeed loft her patience, 
.but . nothing of her. courage, even though 
numbers had labored to induce a total 
defpair, and hydint of telling the public 
that it was already ruined, had almoft pet-

. fuaded it that it was fo. To the nation then 
under her prefent irkfome fenfations of ihame 

.. for the paft, and of apprehenfions for the 
future, .it was a kind of relief from them 
to hope better things £I·om a change of ad­
minifiration: all ranks, all conditions groan­
ed for it, not even excepting the underlings 
in offices, all uncurious as they generally: are 
about who occupy the places above them, fa 
they do but hold theirs; the dogs in the ftreet 
'fcarce more indifterent about what hand 
throws a bone to them, or· about the dirt 
in the midfi of which they find it. Nothing 
cOllld more invincibly prove the uniformfenfe 
(If the nation. In its hurry, however, for a choice 
of r.ew proteCtors, it was contented to ta:kc 
the r~diefi and the firft that prefented tkem-
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felves. There were thofe who had once before 
rifen by the "fpeech-trade" in this fpeech­
making age, and who had the mofi recently 
galled and fatigued, by popular harangues, ef­
pecially againfi continental connections, thofe 
very minifiers with whom they had for 
years continued very quietly and tamely co­
operating, in confequence of that wretched 
bargain they had once before made of the po­
pularity they had obtained by abufing them. 
But whether the fweet-meat gag that had fo 
long fiopped their mouths was melted down 
their throats, and given them an appetite 
for a new and a larger one, whether from 
a native refilelfnefs, or whether they could 
not refi!l: the tempting occafion from the 
actual face of things, to try if the con­
fidence of the people could not be once 
more captivated and made fubfervient to 
their private views by their appearance in 
an oppofition, they fet up a freili one. They 
fucceeded. The dull naufeating farce of 
concerted, temporizing, infignificant refig­
nations was now played, and. by amufing, 
fatisfied the bulk of the public. Every thing 
was hoped for from the new elect. It would, 
at this time, be a tedious and ncedlefs talk 
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to enter into particulars here of all that 
ferment precedent to its fubfiding at length 
into the triple alliance of thofe three heads 
of parties, whofe extream difference from 
one another in a number of points did not 
promife a very kind or effeCtual mixture. 
Nor, in truth, could it be accounted for 
otherwife tha.n by fuppofing them uniformly 
of the fame principle and difpofition, at 
bottom, to hold power on its old and only 
tenure, an implicit and praCtical a1fentation 
to fuch continental meafures as fhould be 
diCtated to them. For any thing elfe, they 
might be the mafters. The abfurdities how­
ever, the ridicule which all of them fub­
fcribed to the public, in that period of contefr, 
can hardly be fo foon forgot, unlefs indeed on 
the foot of their not being intrinfically worth 
remembrance. Nothing was, in fact, lefs 
ferious nor Ids memorable, unlefs for the 
damage it occafioned, whilfrall the public 
councils wer~ at a ftand, and all our mili­
tary operations languifhed. All Europe 
fiood amazed at feeing nothing attempted 
by us, either in arms or negotiations, in fo 
momentous a criits. No matter. Britain 
was overpaid for its delays, fince they at 
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length i1fued in that happy compromile of all 
the claimants of power by which that mi­
niftry was eftablilhed, which has already done 
fuch prodigious things, and promifes to do 
fo many more, if the holding together of cha­
raCters fo difcordant, could flatter us with the 
hopes of its long duration. This is how­
ever that co-alition of parties which has been 
by fo many well-meaning people miftaken 
for the fo much wanted, and the fo defirable 
national union, as if in thofe parties the na· 
tion iudf had confifted, or could be repre­
rented by them. 

In the mean time our misfortunes, our dif­
graces had precifely a contrary effeCt to what 
the miffionaries of timidity and defpair had 
expeCted, or to what the like would have 
probably operated on our good neighbours 
the French. Whoever knows that nation, 
muft know that even the fmalleft reverfes 
of fortune foon damp and dejeCt them; 
but a Britilh fpirit the greateft rather ani. 
mate. It is with Britons in politics, as it 
is in the field, their courage increafes with 
their wounds. 

To this acknowledged, and it may be 
faid, almoft peculiar charaCteriftic of the 
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Britifh people, the new minifters will hard. 
ly be afhamed of confeffing that they have 
the hig~eil: obligation; fince they pot only 
owe. to{heir fupport, but their being en­
abled to make the very beft figure their ca­
pacities or talents would allow them to 
make. They will doubtlefs then fpum that 
naufeous flattery, from which it has been 
fo falfely and injuriouDy faid that, fince 
their acceffion to power, they had infufed 
into the nation that fpirit, which the very 
truth is, that they themfelves had received 
from it. ""ithout it could one of the.ffi 
have been fo elated as to vent that filly 
gafconnade? "That before his entrance 
c< into power he had imagined the Engliih 
" were ruined, but, that he had not been 
" three weeks IN before." I gad! he found 
that the French, it was, 'UJho 'u.Jere at tht 
1# gaJp. 

In {hort, the pretenfion of the fly on 
the wheel, could not be more ridiculous 
than their affuming any merit for the great 
and noble fpirit now evidently raifed, and of 
which it is to be hoped that the French, whp 
are originally the occafion, will fever~ly feel 
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the confequences, whenever it {hall be put 
under a proper and effeCtual direCtion. 

But this was not the only obligation the 
minifiers had to the people; even th~ir beft 
counfels, their wifeft meafures were diclated 
to them by the common feufe of the na­
tion. They will hardly deny that the care 
of the American colonies, and namely 
the attack of Cape-Breton, the effectual 
protection indifpenfably due to trade and 
navigation, the keeping up the navy, were 
aU points long before firenuoufly recom­
mended by the voice of the public. Not 
to have paid attention to it, would have 
been indeed the height of fiupidity. It 
would not hayc only robbed them of the 
honorable title of miniflers of the people, 
and of the life and vigor the public con­
fidence gives to all their aCts and procedure. 
fuch as they are; Qut of the power of con­
tinuing in their places, as well as carrying 
collaterally other points neceffary to their 
being endured in that clofet, into which 
the popular acclamation had enabled them 
to introduce themfelves. And even in thefe 
points they had no hard talk to fucceed, 
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fince they happened to co-incide with a 
public paffion, that was rifen to a degree 
of enthufiafm, in favour of a hero, who 
had done fo much to deferve our grateful 
good willies to his caufe, and every thing 
in fhort from us, but abfolutely joining with 
him, which it may be eafily demonfrrated 
could be for the advantage of neither. 

That period was now come of itfelf, 
in which thofe orators who had, in a great 
meafure, gained their popularity by ful­
minating again~ all continental connexions~ 
indifcriminate1y, which was certainly an 
excefs, had the greateft room in the world 
for pluming themfe1ves on their opinion. 
The defection of Auftria, the convention 
of Clofter-feven, and above all the irregu­
larity of the K. of. P--'s procedure 
folemnly difowned and dete fred by even 
the eleCtoral minifters of Hanover, formed 
an inexhauftible fund for eloquence to dif­
play itfe1f vicrorioufly, and with the beft grace 
imaginable, for fuch efpecially as had before 
oppofed the vain and endlefs wafte of fub­
fidies upon Germany. Nothing could have 
withftood the arguments that fo obvioufly 
occurred againft once more entangling the 
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nation In alliance with the powers of the 
oontinent. Inil:ead of which, the moment 
of their triumph was the moment of their 
defertion, and what poil:erity will hardly 
believe if fuch filly inconfiil:ences are worrh 
the tranfmiffion to it; from having fuc­
ceeded in decrying continental conneCtions, 
they were at that very junCture whiffled 
round into advocates, for perhaps the moil: 
dangerous one of all. 

To examine this pofition with candor, 
no Engliiliman is defired to diil:rutl: his 
own judgment: what he has to be in guard 
againil:, is his inclination, which too often 
impofes on it: efpecially where his preju­
dice is bred by laudable motives, in which 
cafe his opinion takes the lead of his rca­
fon, inil:ead of being guided by it; than 
which inverfion there cannot be a greater 
nor more common inducement both to er­
ror, and to obil:inacy in error. 

Auil:ria, though driven into the arms of 
France by a momentary and very pardon­
able fit of ill-humor and terror, could not, 
in all good policy, be confidered or treated 
-as an irreconcileable enemy. This alliance 
,was by the higheil: authority, even 111 a 
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fpeech from the throne, fryled an unnatural· 
one: and the truth is, that it was too much . 
fo, to be, humanly fpeaking, prefumed a 
durable one. There could be no fear 
neither of the French king's not puniih­
ing her, more than we perhaps ought to 
willi, for her folly in trufting a court, that 
was never hitherto trufted but it betrayed. 
We might then have, with more propriety, 
condoled with her on her acquifition of 
a mafter in the thape (Df an ally. Here 
the prudence would have been to have 
ftopped, and not to widen defperately the 
breach, by openly aiding or abetting one 
whom the had fo much reafon to look on 
as her mortal enemy. A few remonftranc~., 
and a little time for the experience of the 
fincerity of France, would in all probabi­
lity have brought her back to a fenfe of 
her own fafety and intereft. At leaft, this 
was the conduCt to which the French 
dreaded the moft our adherence and its 
confequences. Their beft politicians expreft 
themfelves clearly to this effeCt, whilft the 
reconciliation of the courts of London. and 
Vienna was not yet fet at an impraCticable 
difiance, by our fubfequent meafures, whidt 
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diffipated thofe apprehenfions of France, the 
very keeping up of which was fa obvious an 
advantage to us . 
• In the mean time, Aufiria might indeed 
well be furprized, if the firangenefs of our po­
litics had left any room for the being furprized 
at any turn they {hould take, to fee us run 
headlong into fuch clofe engagements \\'ith 
her enemy, and one who never had been 
over-celebrated for his fentiments of friend­
{hip or efieem for this nation. We ne­
ver, in fact, had the honor to be much 
in his good graces. She could not forget, 
though we fa perfectly had, his treatment 
of us in the affair of the Silefia-Ioan. She 
as well as the whole world knew that his 
predilection had been entirely for France. 
Its faihions, the defpotifm of its govern­
ment had been long his model, and even its 
language was become his own language and 
that of his court, in contempt of his native 
one, the German tongue. In {hart, all the 
reafons that feemed to her fa firong az~,in1l: 
this new alliance, could only aggrcl'. ate h:r 
refentment at its having been made, in 
wrong of our antier~t and efl:ab1iaH~d one; 
with her. 
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Neirher has Hanover itfelf arty great 

reafon to boafi of its reliance on the treaty 
made with him purpofely for its fecurity. 
One of the firfi fteps after it, was the eva ... 
cuation of Wefcl, which difabled him from 
effectuating his engagements, and laid the 
road to Hanover open to the French. They 
penetrated into it, as if in defiance of the 
Pruffian guarantee, who gave the troops af-
1embled to oppofe the invafion little or no 
affifiance. It may be faid, that he could 
[pare none; that his attention was engrof­
ted j that aU the forces he took with him, 
not tomention thofe he oppofed to the Swedes 
and Ruffians, were little enough to make 
head againft the combined armies of France 
and the Empire; that in {hort, the glorious 
account he gave ofthofe enemies againfi whom 
he had chofen immediately to march, amply 
abfolves him. It certainly does fo, but not 
with refpect to Hanover. The treaty either 
meant his covering that electorate, or it 
meant nothing. His oppofing the foreign 
troops that had made their way into another 
part of the empire, was nothing to Hanover, 
which thereby fuffered as much as if no {nch 
treaty had exifted. The letter of it was, 
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it is true, fulfilled, but the fpirit of it 
eluded, in a manner fpecious indeed, 
but which could not fiill be very fatis­
fatl:ory to Hanover, that faw itfelf reduced 

"1:0 make that treaty of nl.:utrdity, fo ill re­
ceived here, but of which none could evi~ 

dently have fo little reafon to complain as 

his Pruffian Majdly" 
Of all the injuries however clone to that 

illufirious Prince, not one can be a greater, 
from the ridicule of it, than the ranking 
:amongft his motives~ the protection of th~ 
Proteftant Religion. Yet ignorance, always 
-credulous, and always furious t-o maintain 
the abfurdities it has once fwallowed, has 
found him amongft enthufiafts and metho­
difts here, panegyrifts of a principle that, 
<m this occafion, evidently never once en­
tered his thoughts. His cruilling a co­
eftate, which the firft in Europe embraced 
the light ,of protefrantifm from Luther, its 
firft miffionary, and had moreover the dou­
ble merit of remaining firmly attached to 
that religion, under a R<:>man-catholic iove­

reign, and of its retaining its allegiance to 
that fovereign, though of that faith, can be 
%lQ proof .of hisoyerAendcrnefs for any pw-
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tenants that ihould 11:and in the light of his 
political views. It may be fuperfluous to 
nam'_' here the other prote11:ant powers 3.Cl:U­

any in arms ::>;8inrr h:111, which {hews, at 
lea11:, that th::y do not cQn~lcler this war in 
a religious li=ht. To fay the truth, few of 
the Princes (-n eith~T fide feem overloaded 
with religion, \\h;(b, at befi, is oftener 
their pretext, than their real motive. 
Even that eternally bigotted houfe, the 
hou[e of .Auihi3, enflaved as it is, to this 
hour, to the iefuits, has however begun to 
relax much of its cruel and perfecuting fer­
vor ag:cinfr its protefiar.t vaffals. Expe­
rience has convinced it, as "yell as the houfe 
of Bourbon, that even their numberlefs op­
preffions and aCts of ingratitude to their 
innocent fubjeCts of that perfuafion, are not 
able to make that fl1clity of theirs to their 
lawful fovereigns, which they place amongfi 
their articles of doCtrine, and is not amongfi 
the leafl: proofs of its purity and goodnefs. 
Even then the obduracy of fuperfiition itfelf 
has been in tome meafure foftened and dif­
armed by the uniform tenor of conduCt in 
the followers of a religion, more con­
formable to the meeknefs of the gofpel, 
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breathing, as it evidently does, the fptrit of 
toleration and good-will to all mankind. 

But as to his Pruffian Majefiy, cfpecially, 
no man in hi~ fenfes win (uipeCt him of fo 
faHe a zeal, as that of kindling a war in 
favor of the protefhnt religion, when there 
W:1S not the fhadow of a proof, eith'~r of it~ 
being attacked by any Romi{h power, or of 
any intention of its being attacked. 1,TO. He 
took a much better and more effeCtu2.1 way 
-of [erving it, and of ihewing his ienie or" the 
weaknefs of the roman-catholic n li:) ion in c 

~he permiffion he gave to the famous Mece-
nati, i~id to be the fame man who fome 
years ago ;llTc~'-rc'd in England, under the 
a1Tumed title of count U ghi, to build a 

magnificent Romifh church in the heart of 
his dominions, in his capital, in Berlin itfelf. 
In that conceffion too a begging brief for 
contributions to it'i'."as included, and autho­
rized under the real of his own chancery. 
The firfi: {tone of it was laid in his name by 
the count de Haake, the thirteenth of July 
1746. A medal was {truck on this occa­

fion with the following infcription, FAU­

TOR I juo Religio Romano-Catholica. Super­
fiition is always blind, and did not fee in 
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this indulgence that profound contempt of 
it, which it fo evidently implied. Even the 
court of Rome, that has made fo many 
bubble~, was on this occafion the bubble of 
that Prince. The Pope himfelf expreifed 
his grateful fenfe of that grant. But had ~e 
known the fuperior genius of the King of 
Pruffia better, had he done him, in fuort 
jtdl:ice, he could not but be fenfible that that 
monarch muft look on the Court of Rome 
in its true light, of a Court of Confer~ 
vancy of fome of the moft blafphemous and 
abfurd fictions that ever diihonored the hu~ 
man underftanding for fwallowing them; a 
Court that has put the facred truths of the 
gofpel to a not lefs vile ufe than that of 
making, under favor of them, its fpurious 
ingraftment of thofe impoftures go down, on 
which it has ereCted its whole fyftem of lucre 
and tyranny; whilft what it has the fu­
pream impudence to call the only Church, 
in which the falvation of mankind can be 
obtained, is palpably nothing but a firang 
hold of pillage and oppreffion, manned by 
knaves, and maintained at the expence of 
prejudice-ridden fools. 

On the occafion however of the pre­
rent war in Germany, the Roman-catholic 
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powers have afcribed to hi~ Pruffian majefty 
one motive, amongil: others, that does him 
infinitely more honor, than that which 
fome of his fellow-proteftants have· igno­
rantly done, perhaps with as little reafoll 
as the other. The papifts then impute it 
to him as matter of offence, a projeCt of 
feculari~ing fome of the great fpiritual il:ates 
of Germany, and of even forming a league 
amongft the proteftant princes to that effect. 
As great a public benefit however as fuch 
an immutation would be, and in courfe 
worthy of his Pruffian majefty's undertak-

. ing it, the wonder would be if the Roman 
catholic powers did not, as fuch, oppofe it, 
if but for being the propofal of a proteil:ant 
one; though it may be believed, that even, 
fome of them are not fo fcrupulous, but 
they would confent to it, on the condition 
of coming in for a lhare. But however 
that =nay be, religion itfelf muil: ftill be 
abfolutely out of the queftion: the terfiCl 
purity of it difdains and dikhims all mix­
ture with temporal concerns. 

To thofe then who are not groveling in 
the dirt cf ignorance or of low prejudice, be­
neath the reach of the iniluence of truth, 
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nothing can be more clear than that lug­
ging into the quarrel the proteftant religion is' 
in faCt the greateft injury that can be done 
to it, or to that great prince, in whofe fa­
vor they imagine fo falfe and. exploded a 
pretence is of a nature to pafs for a reafQA 
of our union with him, however emphati­
cally it. has been founded as fueh. 

But if religion was evidently not even a 
pretext for Britain to make a common 
caufe with his Pruffian majefty in thls quar~ 
rel, it may be fafely averred that good po­
licy can, in the nature of things, as little 
find reafon to confider this alliance as a very 
great bargain. 

The German empire, that very empire, 
in the delivery of which from the· oppref­
non of the houfe of Auftria his P- M­
declared he had taken arms, was not, it 
feems, in the leaft difpofed to receive him 
in that light. His great exploits in Saxony 
had met with quite another interpretatio~ 
than he had given it in his voluminous 
manifefis. No laurels could cover the bald­
nefs of his apology. The princes of Ger­
many imagined they had reafon, in the fate 
of that eleCtorate, to dread ~heir own, when-
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ever they fhould unhappily become ob­
noxious to the difpleafure of his P- M-. 
They had feen him proceed, without ether 
form of trial than that of military n:c­
Cl!ltion, to drive an aged king out of his 
hereditary dominions: they had feen others 
of the princes of Germany over-awed with 
threats of the fame ufage, fame of which 
were aCtually executed: they had feen him, 
in {hort, with all the brow of defpotifm, 
give his fellow-fubjeCts of the empire, his 
will and pleafure for a law, his fufpicions 
for proofs, his armies for pleaders, and his 
power for a reafon. 

If the laws of the empire, then, were 
not mere jefis, of neither de ncr figni­
ficance, the diet could not pollibly help, on 
the formal requifition of the parties ag­
grieved, to put his P- M- to the ban 
of the empire, and to appoint an army to 
carry it into execution. 

At leafi, in all this, there was nothing 
but what was firiC1:1y authorifed, nay, en­
joined by the confiitution of Germany. Even 
thofe who condemn this treatment of his 
P- M- have nothing better to flY, than 
that the diet was under the undue influence 
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of the hode of Aufuia. But of this they 
do not filrniih the lea1l:: proof; and be­
fides, that railing at one's judges is not of 
itfel{ one of the maR: favorable figns of 
the goodnefs of a cau[e; it is certainly no 
more receivable, without proofs, before the 
great tribunal of the public, than it is before 
any other human one whatever. But even 
this undue influence mu1l:: be a mere chi­
m;rra. It mu1l:: proceed either from fear or 
corruption. 

As to fear; Pruffia was palpably much 
more capable of infpiring it than Au1l::ria ; 
befides, that his power gave the princes 
laboring under it under a fair opportunity of 
Dlaking it off, by joining with him. 

As to corruption, nothing can be clear­
er, than that Au1l::ria has not of a long 
time been, but rather in circum1l::ances to 
fell herfdf than to purchafe others. 

Till the contrary then can be !hown, and, 
as yet, it has not b~en [0 much as attempted to 
be 1110W:1, the [entence of the diet 1l::ands valid 
and unexceptionable, and not the le[s fa for 
the want of 1l::rength in the empire to re­
duce to a febmiffion that potent prince, 
who is fallen under it. If fame pnnces. 

either 
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either by their own intrinfie power, or thro' 
that of their foreign allies, have on falling 
under the ban, dcaped the execution of it j 

fuch an efcape was never confidcred as an 
abrogation of thofe laws from which that 
ban was an emanation. They were ftill 

underftood to remain in full force; and tlle 
electorate of Saxony itfelf transferred from 
the elder to the younger branch, where it 
~.a.ually now refts, ilands a F'" ,f of their 
not being always eluded. 

But whether this fentence againfr his p~ 
M- was jufr or not, or whether the Germa.,. 
nie confritlltion admits or not of an Elector's 
availing himfe1f of the alliance of a foreign 
power in his defence 8.(C:linfi the effeCts of a 

ban, at leafr it muil be owned, that whatever 
power openly aids or abets him, c:mnot, for 
the time, be but confidered a~ an enemy 
to the empire. Let Aufrria, let France, 
let Ruffia, let .sweden thus combined be 
confidered by us, only as a cowardly over­
match to that great prince, who has thus 
gallantly ftruggled with them all; let it 
confequently rather invite than deter us 
from fuccouring him againfr [uch a cop.­
federacy: but [urely, the declaration of the 

G 2 e!11uire • 



empire, totally changes the nature of the 
war, now become a domeftic affair, in 
which the interfering fcems not only be­
neath the 11l ajefty of th(; Briti{h people, but 
unbecoming its character of at lcaft a well­
wifher to the laws and liberties of other 
nations as well as to its own. 

If France has pragmatically intermeddled, 
and poured her troops into Germany, un­
der the triple character of Guarantee to the 
treaty of \Vef(phalia, of auxiliary to Auftria, 
and of an ene-my to Britain, determined to 
wound her through the fides of Hanover; 
her example was rather a warning not to 
follow it, than an invitation. She has hi­
therto, thank God! made as miferable a 
figure there as we could wi1h. But it muit 
be acknow ledged, that the part {he left 
this nation to play, if this nation would 
havc embraced it, \Vas a much more wife 
and great one, than what herfelf had cho­
fen. It was that of a mediator, and a 
powerful, becaufe an armed one. This 
character by the taking fide with Pruilia, 
became evidmtly forfeited. He cannot be 
a Judge, who has made himfelf a Party. 
But, befides that as a mediator, Britain 

might 
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might have eventually been in pafs to ferve 
the king of Pruffia much more effeCtually 
than as an open ally; fhe needed not have 
confined h..:r good offices to filch a media­
tion. Amongfi;->H the powers leagued a­
gainfi him, Fr ,h;.' alone was our common 
enemy: the ot!Lrs were, if not friends, 
at leafi indifferent towards us. A prince 
then fo thoroughly governed by his greateft 
advantage as he i~, and who had only in 
one point, and that by pur.;: accident, a com­
mon intere!t with us, couid not well take it 
ill, that we fhould confult our own in all 
the reft. Nay, in that \'(;ry confulting our 
own, we fhould in fact have confulted 
his. 

Aufiria, on feeing that his B- M-­
gave no affifiance to Pruffia, would have 
in courfe feen, that his firft treaty with that 
court had no other object: than what he 
had fo folemnly profeffed, the covering of 
Hanover, and the maintaining the tranquil­
lity of the empire. This conduCt would 
have b:~en not only of a nature to calm 
her animoiity, but to· re-invite her confi­
dence. Our influence then might have been 
re{l:ored, and made ferviceable to his P-

1\1-, 



M-, at the ifTue of the war. Ruffia 
and Sweden too, would have had no pre­
text of enmity to us as auxiliaries to the 
prince againfr whom they had declared war, 
and would have been the readier to re­
ceive our reprefentations for putting an end 
to it. 

It may be faid, "what! ihould we have 
(c tamely frood fpeCtators of the brave king 
cc of Pruffia's il:ruggles with his adverfaries ? 
" would that have been a grateful retribu­
(C tion for the great and fuccefsful diver­
" fion he has created, in our favor, of the 
ee French forces? could it be for our in­
ee tereil: to have that diverfion abridged eiLher 
cc by his ruin, or by the feparate peace he 

" might ha\'c been obliged to make, and 
" of which we could, in fuch cafe, have 
" no fort of reafon to tomplain ? 

To all thefe queil:ions there is an ob­
vious, and a rational anfwer. We were un­
doubtedly bound by all the ties of honor, 
of interefi, of gratitude, to ferve him: and 
to [erve him even with more good will than 
he had fcrved us, fince that fervice was not 
only indireCt and accidental, but even un­
voluntary. France, it is perfeCtly well 

known, 
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known, he rather wiihed a friend than an 
enemy. But fince, againi1 both his defire 
and his expectation, ihe had taken a hoi1ile 
turn towards him, and received from him 
thofe checks and defeats for which Britain 
frands indebted to him; to have proceeded 
with correct jufiice, her manner of acknow­
ledgment might furely have been as un­
direCt as his fen-ice, without his having the 
leail: room to complain. Since France was 
now happily our common enemy, the bend­
ing our whole force of war againft that 
nation, could not but have proportionably 
difahled it from hurting him: and this 
might have been done effectually for his 
fervice, without our appearing to know there 
was fuch a pC(irl[\ in exifience as him, and 
confequently witnout !:nt:;mg:ing ourfelves in 
a caufe, (if which we c'Jtlld not, for many 
reaions, keep too clear. The money, and 
men required b~- him, rr,>~hj, under a good 
direCtion, and em;: byed C!~tCtLj;1_l1y againfr 
France, have ar~i\Ve;Ld as v~du~;_:Je purpofes 
to ourfelves and to him, without our unne­
cefTarily ~6vin:; offence to pO\yel~ with whom 
we had no quarrel, by openly fend:ng them 
over to him; the:s fubminii1ring ftl;_'plics to 

fc~·J 



feed the war with them, and engaging our­
iClves in a manner for him to wiredraw us 
into a chaos of contention without bottom 
or end. No power, however at war with 
Pru ffi a, or however fenfible of the advan­
tage to him from our operations againil: 
France, could have refented them. She, 
and not they, was our natural enemy, and 
in aCl:ing again!l: her we could have exceeded 
no bounds. All the powers of Europe 
would then have applauded our fpirit, when 
they faw it fo evidently under the controul of 
our ju!l:ice. 

Germany, in that cafe, would not have 
had occafion to li!l:en to the infamoufly 
falfe charge broached by the :french againft 
his Brb.nnic M-, of his having fomented, 
nay kindled the ,var in the Empire, for 
views as foreign to it as they are in faCt to 
Britain itfe1f. Yes! France, of whom it 
may be to jufily averred that there has 
fca!"ce been a drop of hum:m blood fpilt 
in war, in the remoteH corner of Europe, 
but what was direCtly or indireCtly owing 
to her cabals; France, 1 elY, has dared 
to i:n;wte to one of th: moil: pacific, 
humane and be!l: intentioned monarchs 

that 
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that ever graced a throne, the guilt of 
lighting up that flame, in which Germany 
is at pre[ent involved, and in which his 
own dominions have [0 feverely fuf­
fered. The truth is, that it were to be 
wifhed that the rightfull Britifh caufe had 
been pleaded before the Public of Europe, 
and at all the Courts of it by able negotiators, 
with the fame eagernefs and induftry as the 
French have pleaded their moft wrongfull 
one. . We might then have had [orne of 
its Princes for auxiliaries that are now at 
beft cool towards us, and their fubjeCts 
for our partizans. But above all, the keep­
ing aloof from the caufe of Pruffia would 
have abfolved us from any concern in the 
pre[e»t deep and deplorable misfortunes 
of Germany, wafted, plundered and de­
folated at it is, and by the moft folemn 
authentic aCt of which its Confiitution is 
capable, formally imputing all this to our 
ally, no matter how unjufi:ly; fince as 
to the con[equences, they are exaCtly the 
fame from its opinion of our fupporting, 
and enabling him to continue what Ger­
many calls its oppreffion. 

H Yet 
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Yet to do hi" Pruffian Majefiy jufiice, it does 
not at all appear that himfelf had the op­
preffion of that country in view. His aktrms 
for Silefia, which were certainly not ground­
lefs, though perhaps not fufficient to juftify, 
at Ieail, to the immediate fufferers, the ex­
tremities to which matters have been car­
ried, were the only motive that precipitated 
him into the appearances of aggreffion. Him­
{elf knowing that his intentions went no 
farther than preventively to defeat the defigns 
he had reafon to think rus enemies were 
hatching to wrefi that province out of his; 
hands, might poffibly not fee, in the remoter 
confequences, the tendency of his hafty ap_ 
peal to the fword. Perhaps, even at this 
inftant, he withes that Rubicon, the inva­
jlon of Saxony, unpaired: at leaft, he has 
given undoubted proofs of his not being ani­
mated by the ipirit of conquefi or oppreffion, 
trnce even after his viCtories, he has of him­
idf offered terms of peace, but terms of 
which the lengths he had gone, and the acri­
mony he had raifed, oppofed the aceep-. 
tanee. 

He 
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He cannot but now fee that the levelling 
the houfe of Aufiria to the dufi is a tafk 
more dangerous than he might at firfi appre­
hend. It is a Coloifus that, fhould it even 
fall by his efforts, mufi fall upon himfelf, 
and crufh him with its weight. All Europe 
fhaken to its foundations, and C(!rmany ef­
pecially enraged to fee its fyfiem overturn­
ed, its laws trampled upon or derided, could 
not but unite for revenge on the author of all 
this ruin, and efpecially to obfiruCl: the advan­
tages he might pre[ume from it. The contefi 
would become defperate, and the ifTue of 
it, humanly fpeaking. cannot be fuppofed 
favorable to his Pruffian M-. 

But were it even to happen that he could, 
without thefe dreadful ttmfequences, carry 
the point of defiroying the hou[e of Aufiria, 
is it very clear that Britain could be any 
gainer by it? Is there any reafon to think 
that he would prove an ally to us, more to 
be depended upon, more tractable, lefs in­
terefied, or lefs burthenfome than the houfe 
of Aufiria has been? Who knows how foon 
we fhould be embarked in another war, and 
with more plaufibility, to refiore it? 

H2 Nothing 
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Nothing then can be more evident than 
that the benefit we reap from the conti.., 
nuance of the diverfion Pruffia occafions to 
the arms of France, is much over-ball anced 
by the difadvantages that mufi attend our 
conjunCtion with him. Nor is one of the 
leafi of them that enmity, which we excite 
by it amongfi fo many powers, with whom 
both our politic ill and mercantile interetl 
prefcribes to us rather a cultivation of friend­
ihip. 

Our war with France has a determinate 
object. Pruffia ha~ by his procedure put it 
out of his own power to have one. Our 
caufe is a clear, a fair one. What his is, 
there is no faying. He is in a labyrinth, of 
which neither him[elf nor anyone elfe have 
the clue. The difficulties he has to en­
counter are Hydra-headed: even his favor­
able iffue out of thofe he has now before 
him, only prefents the profpeCt of new and 
greater ones emerging ad infinitum. Peace 
is to him a horizon that fiies before him: 
every advance his viCtories [eem to gain him 
towards it, [ets him, in fact, at the greater 
difiance from it. Should even the Empre[s-:, 
Queen compelled by the preiTure of circum-

ftance~ 
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fiances confent to a feparate peace with 
h:m, which is not however very probable, 
it will hardly deferve the name of peace, 
finee neither of the parties can reafonably 
trnft :0 it. If peace then is, as it is always 
underftood to be, the objeCt of all wars, can 
it be for the intereft of this nation mif ... rably 
to pin its fair caufe on a Prince fo perfectly 
by chance on our fide, granting even his caufe 
was not a dubious one, and to whom peace 
has, humanly fpeaking, all the appear-ances 
of an impoffibility? Should it be faid that 
this union will terminate in forcing a peace 
on all the parties at war with it: not our 
greatefr enemies can impute to us a more 
invidious undertaking. To fay nothing of 
its improbability, it is direCtly contrary to the 
refpeCt and tendernefs Britain has ever ma­
nifefred for the liberties of Europe, to the 
giving law to which ale frands as averfe as to 
the receiving law from it, or from any pow­
ers in it. Yet without furh a fuppofitiol1, 
what profpett is there of peace for us, if 
inextric<lbly involved with· a power, 'who 
himfelf plunged into a bottomlefs abyfs of 
war, fees us fond of being dragged after him 
ipto it, and of fupporting him, which is no 
very good offic.r, in his ruino\) s purfuit of 

it~ 
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it, and all becaufe one of the enemies 
he has fo wantonly and furely undefignedly 
made, happens to be ours. 

Whoever then will give the whifper of 
truth fair play againfi: the roar of popular 
prejudice, may eafily fatisfy himfelf that 
France, yes France alone, ought to be pleafed 
with our taking fuch a part. Nothing can 
more effectually anfwer her ends. The fend­
ing money and men to the continent, is [ure 
to weaken us in proportion at home. The 
fuccefs is uncertain. France may however 
flatter herfe1f with dealing to a much greater 
advantage with any oppofition from us there, 
than if purely conducted on the foot of our 
infular fituation. In the mean time !he 
takes advantage of the general obnoxiouf­
nefs of the caufe to which we have thought 
proper to connect ours, and putting both 
undifiinCtly under one cover and fuperfcrip­
tion, would make both pafs for having one 
and the [arne merit. But this is not all. 
Even our affifiance to Pruffia cannot but be 
at bottom agreeable to the politics of France, 
whofe work it does, whilfi: we are [addled 
at once with the expence and the odium of 
it. No one can think that France was ever 
in earneR to CrUal Pruffia. That Court 

knows 
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knows its intereft too well to harbour fUih 
a thought. It knows that keeping up the 
baUance in Germany, is of infinite impor­
tance to it: and that Pruffia is the only power 
in it that can anfwer that its end in Ger­
many. The game of France is undoubtedly 
the reduCtion of both, not the defiruCtion 
of either. For this purpofe it is that !he 
cannot· but be pleafed to fee the Germans 
cutting one another's Ithroats, to whi<th !he 
gracioufly lends per hand, on either fide, 
.as either fide requires her trimming the 
fcales to that effeCt. Both Auftria and 
Pruffia are fully fatisfied of this, and yet their 

. private paffians are fo violent and fa much 
preferred by them to the public good of 
Germany, and indeed of Europe, that both 
of them occafionally court and acc~pt her 
baneful interpoiition. 

What part had Britain then to play? 
What part? Once more, it is averred, a great, 
an honorable, and a wife one, a part, in !hart, 

. of which the cortfideratenefs and refervewauld 
have been pregnant with fuperior dignity, 
weight and advantage. The war pu!hed a­
gainft France, totis viribus, and pu!hed upon 
purely a Briti!h footing unclogged with ~on­

neXIOns 
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nexions abfolutely foreign for it, would foon 
have bid fair to have fickened her. It may 
be faid that in fuch an event, fhe would 
have renounced her projeCts in Germany, 
and turned her whole force immediately 
againfi us. So much the better. Pruffia 
would then have been relieved, and in the 
only manner that we, or he either, ought to 
have wifhed him to be relieved. For our­
[elves we had nothing to fear, or at leafi 
much lefs than France. Her ridiculous 
phantom of flat-bottomed-boats, had like 
other phantoms ceafed to exifi the infiant 
it was denied, or vanifued on the dawn of 
light. It was foon difcovered that we 
had been the fport of a [alfe alarm, and that 
we never had a real occafion for thofe 
Dutch troops, the aiking of which, though 
the refufal of them was fore-known, paved 
the way for thofe troops being aiked, where 
it was as well foreknown they would be gra­
ciouny granted, on convenient terms of hire. 
In {hort, Britain began of itfelf to find out 
that deep fecret to it, that France alone is 
not an over-match for it. The trade of 
that nation ruined, her navigation controuled 
in [nch manner that her naval fquadrons 
can only get in and out by fiealth, the chan-

nel 
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hel fcoured, her colonies, at length, threaten­
ed with effeCl:ualattacks, not to mention 
how much more might probably have been 
done by a jufier difpenfation of our firength; 
all concur to prove that againfi France, at 
Ieaft, we are of ourfelves fufficient, and fiand 
in:need of no ally, whom we are to pay 
for fighting his own battles, and for whofe 
fake we mull: create fo many more enemies, 
without the leafi ,profpeCt of where, when. 
or how his war with them will end. 

In the mean time few who do juftice 
tQ the depth of penetration, and' to the 
falid way of thinking of his P-' M-, 
can fuppofe him the bubble of all the po­
pular acclamations and enthufiaf~' of ad­
miration for him here. He has; reafon 
indeed to imagine they' ferve his own pre­
Cent point with us; but beyond that? he 
know~ how to value them at no m<;lre than 
they are worth. He cannot but fee with 
~Qntempt Englifhmen plumin'g themfelves 
upon victories net won by Engliilimen, and 
the public attention lacqueying ,all his moo: 
tions, as if the fate of Britain was to tUfJ) 
upon them. He well knows, that if infiead 
of being as he is fortuitoufly on our fidel he 
had. 'been, as he had rather wiilied, on 

I that 



[ 58 ] 

that of France, the m~ltitude here would 
have feen all his aCtions and procedure in 
a very different light, and have abufed him 
as much beyond mea[ure as it now extolls 
him, It would have been as compleat1y 
blind to his virtues as it is at prefentto 
any defeCts that may be thought to tarnith 
the luftre of them, and from fome, in the 
natural ftate of human imperfeCtion, he can 
hardly be fuppofed ~xeJ1lpt. Neither would 
this be any thing new to him. Whilft 
he was making a diverfion in Bohemia, fa,:, 
vorable to the French arms againft the 
~~n of lIungary, at that time the idol 
of the public here; what encomiums, what 
fulfome adulation did not that people lavifh 
upon him? Panegyrics, poems, pindarics 
in his praife, were p~ured out with profu­
flon, Ah Ie grand Roi fah !'invincible Hero! 
was the cry of the Fre-nch public. No 
fooner had he deferted the caute of France; 
but the torrent ran inftantly the contrary 
way: he was at once difplumed of all that 
npplaufe: fatirs, indecent libels, the rankeft 
fcandal took place of it: the POllt-nfflj 

rang with the bittereft ballads againft him: 
then ;t was ~el Roil iJ n'a ni fai ni loj. 

Even 
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Evert· his 'counge vias become probiemati;; 
cal.-The mob is the mob every where. 

There was probably too another co-ope­
rating caufe to all tbat eagernefs with which 
the public here embraced any fucceffes of 
that monarch, and hailed them as thofe of 
the nation. Acaufe that may be now men­
tioned with the ·lefs repugnance, for that 
having ceafed in a great meafufe, the re­
proa,ch it conveyed . ceafes with it 3 and that 
is the . prodigious indolence which not long 
flnce (eerried the epidemical difeafe of the 
times,· with which all orders and conditions 
were infeCled, and which was but too much 
flattered, at fceirtg the work of the nation 
doing by· others to its hand. Perha.ps even 
this fight contributed at length to raife a 
fpirit of emulation, If fo, it cannot be 
ranked amongft the Ieaft obligations of this 
country to his P--- M-.·· May that 
fpirit fall under a direClion equal to its 
mer'it; nor be fpent in wafte artd confumed 
upon crude, undigefted, uneft"eetual opera­
tions, or unnationa} meafures I 

P arva funt Jort'S arma, 11iji eJI co1!filium 
dami. TULL. 
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But if miftaken felfi!hnefs. or impetuous 
ignorance, were excluded' all judgment 'on 
a prince intrinfically' too efiimable' to be 
much honored by their eftimate; cooler 
c€lmmon~(enfe would . nat perhaps'reprefent 
in vain, that nothing ~ fotranfltory as' the 
greatne1s of his 'perfonal charafu, ought 
to influence thatp(l)litidll oonchiCl:,of ours, 
which {hould have more permanent objects; 
and that the gla1"e of .his fuccefi"es ought 
not to dazzle -us to the point of not (eeing 
that they .are miflea,difig him j or to the point 
of our being mifled by them oorfdv~s. As 
things are, he is one ,of thefe' very rare 
princes that refleCt mbre honor to a crown 
than t~ey receive from it. But even him.., 
[elf would probably now fubfcribe to the 
truth of. what is here advanced, that, fo 
fat as conjeCture can approach to probabi"\' 
lity, he would have frill been much greaterll 

and much more' [ecure in that greatnefs~ 

if ,vith thofe excellent troops of which he 
\Vas at the head, :he had waitedeventil 
tranquilly in his own dominions; if un­
tempted by the conveniency Saxony offered 
him of laying her under contribution to -the 
war he was meditating, he hadabfiained 

from 
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fi'om ,giving his enemies the advaqtage of 
ha.ving. thofe. laws of the empire on their 
fide, . which it' is either fuch profound igno­
ranee' or' fo falfe reafoning to [uppofe only 
a vain name. 

He has been compared: to Cefar. The 
comparifon is jufi in' marty points; but weU 
examined has I110te in it of an .invidious 
admonition, thari of the delicacy' of true 
praire. Cefar found the confiitution of his 
country ihakeri by civil di1Tentions. The 
laws of it were; like a fair tree,by ftorm~ 
bent towards the earth. Infiead of applying 
his admirable parts to the fetting it upright. 
and making it floriih again, he. fdledit, and 
by felling it, deprived himfe1£ of that 1helter, 
under the ihade o'fwhich his country, him­
felf, and family, might have long fat happy; 
Their contrary fate, who does riot know ? 
or who can: caiLlhis iuc:cds adefirable 
one .? 

In-the meantime, -how truly deplorable is 
the dilemma to which fo many of the princes 
of Germany arc reduced! If .whc:n [urn.., 
moned in form l?y. the la's.,; of the empire, 
they refufe to i::IJd their contingent towards 
forming an army of: execution, tbey incur a 

f::\'c[c-



fevere penahy. If they furnilh that con'" 
tingent, his Pruffian Majefry fends them a 
cavalier meffage, that he thall treat theJ,ll as 
Hanover and Heile had been, as if their cafe, 
as to him, was not effentially different. 

But if this continental connexion carries 
with it that great merit for which its ad· 
vocates contend, at leafi they mull: allow 
no fmall thc::.re of it to Hanover, withbut 
'Which, it is not very probable, that Great 
Britain would have fo eagerly fued for an 
alliance to a power, of which not many 
years ago_ it fcarce knew .the name, till tha 
Cermaniiin of our politics had made it fo 
familiar to us. 

This naturally leads to a difcuffion of the 
prefent fiate with refpeCt to Britain, of that 
eleCtorate now fo clofely united to it, in 
virtue of the identity of their fovereign. 

There have been, and perhaps fiill are, 
two opinions concerning it, both oppefttei 
~nd both faHe, in their different extream. 

The one excluded all conuderation of 
Hanover; all fufferance of its entering into 
our councils for any thing, or for fcarce_ 
more than if, as to us, it had difappeared 
from the face of the earth. It was, in thort.,. 

to 
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trJ be treated as a dominion, that was purely 
• province of Germany, abfolutely foreign 
to Britain, and with which all political con­

. nexion waa indufirioufly to be avoided. 
But it mufi be confeffed that much the 
greater number of thofe who affected this 
opinion, affeCted it from party-views, from 
the captioufuefs of difaffeCli6n, or as a 
text for fattious declamation, (ather than 
iromtshe fuggefrions of found policy, or 
dea~:"'ipidted patriotifm. This being .pene­
trated by ~he public, weakened to it the in­
fluenCE: of a doCtrine, that if fomewnat mo­
derated, for its tendency to the good of both 
dominions, not the Hanoverians themfelvea 
could have too ftrenuoufly urged. 

The other opinion, and the mofi ruinous 
one, flnce it affigned to Hanover the part 
that belonged more properly to Britain, was 
the opinion that unhappily prevailed in prac­
~ice. fometimes fa infenfibly, that even thofe 
with whom it did prevail, did not perhaps 
fo much as know it. To this opinion how­
ever, but for the obvioufly prepofierom:, po­
licy . 'Of it, .even the name of virtu.e might 
be' granted in :a aative of that electorate. 
~ut what name fuall be given to.it in .a Bri-

ton ? 



t-on '? What name· can be given to , thbfe 
perfonages here, who regardlefs of their own 
dignity, to fay nothing of that of the nation, 
regardlefs of their own welfare fo intimately 
connected with that of their country, fub-, 
mitted. to make their couTt by adopting and 
co-operating to the fyftems built on fo falfe· 
a foundation? Who did not, in ihort, feel 
that power held. by fuch a tenure was be­
neath acceptance? To fay that they did not 
fore[ee the con[equences fuch or nearly fuch 
as they have come out, . would do too little 
honor to their reach of penetration not to 
be confidered rather as an affront than as an 
2pology. 

After all, what could be a clearer rule of 
judgment than the knowledge of the true 
ftate of thofe foreign dominions? They 
had been,lately indeed. raifed to the dignity 
of an eleCl:orate, but had been long fo in­
confiderable, that till within thefe few years 
hifiory had hard.ly deigned t.o take charge 
of the name of them. Nor had they fo 
much weight as to claim the leaft ihare in 
the fyfiem of Europe, but remained involved 
and undifiinguiilied amongft the other little 
:£lates of thCempire. 

The 
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The epoch of their firft emerging into im­
portance enough to have any thing of a 
name amongfi nations, was the acceffion of 
their fovereign . to the throne of Great Bri­
tain, efpecially after that eleCtorate's pecu­
niary conquefi of Bremen and Verden. Thefe 
provinces wer~ part of the fpoils of Charles 
t:1le twelfth of Sweden, purchafed by the 
eleCtor of Hanover, as it has been invidi­
oufiy and perhaps falfely [aid with Britiih 
money. However that may be, the Swedes, 
whofe weaknefs, juft after that period, was 
fuc;:h that: ,tiley could not hope to recover 
the~ by . fOrce.of arms, and whofe necef­
tities were fo urgent, that they could not 
refu[e .a fum of money for their ratification 
of the fale by Denmark of them, though 
tranfaCted at a time that we were in pro­
found peace with Sweden, could never 
heartily digeft this advantage taken of their 
difireffes, nor look on ~hat bargain as tho­
rou2,hly valid in equity. Thence the aliena­
tion of that court to Britain, for a rea[on 
fo forei2'n to Britain, which has thrown the _ 0 

Sw;:J:s fo much into the arms of France. 
Anj here be it digree;';dy remarked, that 
France is now [een Wi~~l its uiual ver[1tility 
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whereV'er its intereil: is concerned, afFeCl:ing 
to ftand by even the caufe of liberty in Swe­
den, and to approve of the facrifice made 
1'0 it with a truly Britifh fpirit of forne of the 
nobleft blood on a fcaffold, for a confpiracy 
to rob that nation of its freedom, and to re;.; 
flore that arbitrary power by which it had 
fo recently been brought to the brink of 
rum. 

But to return to the fubjeC1: Hanover 
thus aggrandized by the acceffion of thofe 
two provinces, and pampered with all the 
cherifhment of a fond father to his darling 
child, loil: its mediocrity, but its fafety with­
all. Befides that its co-eftates in Germany 
faw, with an eye of envy, both it5 growing 
greatnefs, and the preference conftantly gi­
ven to it, as well as to thofe provinces in 
more immediate relation with it, in all thore 
bargains for which the princes there trad­
ing in the blood of their unhappy fubjects, 
are fo ravenous; thofe powers occafionally. 
in enmity to Great Britain, ,,,ho knew how 
much its infular fituation rendered it inac­
ccffible to them, knew they could not wound 
his Britannic Majefty in a more tender part 
than his electoral dominions. That affeda-

tion 



lion of dragging them for ever tacitly or 
expreffiy into negotiations, tranfaCtions and 
treaties, where they had as little to do as 
Lilliput or Blefufcu. had not alfo a little­
contributed to place that vulnerable part 
in too confpicuous a light for it to be 
miffed. Of this the French have lately 
taken the unfair advantage. But whatever 
Hanover may have fuffered from an inva­
fion, it is granted, might never have taken 
place but for its connexion with this nation; 
not to that 'Connexion but to the abufe of 
it, £bould that electorate impute its mif­
fortunes. And who was the caufe of that 
abufe? mort certainly not this nation. The 
found part E>f it confl:antly protefl:ed againfl: it. 
It muft be fought for then in -that overfond­
pefs for it, fo highly difgufl:ful and fa perni­
cious to this country, in that humor of 
which the eleCtoral counfellors were either 
not clear-lighted, or not fincere enough to 
remonfl:rate effectually the confequences, and 
to which, with yet greater guilt and folly, 
there were too often found perfonages here 
not alhamed to facrifice their duty to their 
country and to their king: and infiead of 
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oppoting, to flatter it by the moll: difloya:l 
of fervices. 

In all this however, Britain itfelf was 
perfectly innocent, and even in~ured by it; 
yet lhe loves her fovereign too well not only 
to lament on his account her own fufferings 
by fo falfe a policy, tince they mull: pro­
portionably affetl: that intereft and dignity 

_ of his fo infeparable from her own; but 
even the futtering. of that electorate, which 
is fo dear to him. She would fee witl\ 
pleafure its wrongs revenged, but revenged 
in the moil: effetl:ual manner, by her ope~ 
rations againft the common enemy, entire­
lyon a Britilh plan, without any fuch en­
tanglement with the continent as can only 
v.;caken them. So far from thinking that 
Hanover de[erves no contideratipn from us, 
juftice, loyalty, and even the honor of 
the nation require, that a reparation of the 
damages it has fuftained on our account 
1hould be indifpenfably made ('Jne of the 
conditiom of a future treaty of peace. Any 
other way of contidering that eletl:orate, 
would only unprofitably to it, rob, at every 
~urn) this nation of the ineftimable advan_ 

tage 



tage of its infular fituation. In this view 
it was that our ancefrors reputed the 10fs of 
Normandy to this crown, a clear gain to 
tb: nation: and in this fenfe it is, that every 
continental acceilion of dominion in Europe 
to thij country, already fufficient to itfe1f, 
would be rather a weak~ning than an ad­
vantage to it. It is this opinion, of the 
jufrice and good policy of which all Europe 
is fatisfied, that does or ought to invite its 
thorough confidence in a nation from which 
all fpirit of conqueft is fo naturally excluded. 
Can the French fay as much? 

An admiffion then, efpecial1y in fuch aLl 
over-dofe of fo heterogeneous a mixture, 
as that of the intereft of a province of a fo­
reign frate, into the Britifh fyftem of poli­
tics, could only fpoil both. It could only 
produce, what it has done, efi'ential faults 
and meafures defiructive to both. This was 
fo glaring, that our natural enemies even 
affea:~d to pity us whilfi they took the ad­
vantage of it. Our natural friends grew 
fuy, and diftrufifull of us; and, in truth, 
how could they but defert us, when they 
faw us manif~ruy deferting ourfelves, or at 
leaft fubordinating our meafures to interefis 
not our own ? Nor need we look out for 

ano-
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another <:aufe, why we faw ourfelves, with­
out proper friends and allies, at our greateft 
need of them. For certainly the difclaim­
ing of improper continental connettions, does 
not imply any thing fa abfurd or fa impo­
litic as an undiftinguifhing condemnation of 
all, or of fuch as are not liable to fuperior 
objeCtions. It rather means the contrary j 

or at leaft no more than that the utmoft 
difcernment.and referve fhould be obferved 
in contrailing any. A circumfpettion of 
which England was fo happy as to have one 
admirable Queoo tkat left us the ftandard 
and example. 

Unhappily there are times when rearon 
and even experience put ;n their pleas in 
vain; when the groifefi errors are thought 
to be beft defended and repaired, by an in­
trepid perfeverance in them; when, in {hart, 
thofe who give motion to things, determi­
nate1y and bravingly prefer momentary 
points of private interefl:, of power, and 
even of a petty partial humor, to the' per-
manent fyfiem of national welfare. . 

How far this is, or is not the cafe with 
fefpett to Hanover at prefent, is fubmitted 
to whoever, on examining certain fatts im­
'paffible, from their notoriety. to be mifre .. 

pre~ 
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prefented to him, may think his reafon put 
to a nobler ufe in getting rid of a prejudice 
than in defending it, right or wrong ; or 
thall dare to treat a falfe opinion, like a 
falfe friend, difcard it the inftant he difco­
vers it. 

D'Etrees, the French general, having 
been facrificed to a court-cabal, had quitted 
his command, and delivered up his army: 
to his fucce1for Riche1ieu. The military 
reputation of this man had been but· very 
little raifed by the furrender of Minorca to 
him, amongft the French efpecially, to 
whom the defence of that place had not 
appeared in quite fo high a light as the title 
and the ribbon conferred on the perfon who 
loft it, attefted here. The current opinion 
of his being lefs the officer than the courtier, 
he verified by carrying into his command 
all the rapacioufnefs of his court, of which 
the edge was yet the keener for the inftiga­
tion of neceffity to repair the ruins of hi~ 
private fortune. At once to make himfelf 
popular with the foldiers, and to cover hi, 
own avidity for pillage by indulging theirs, 
he fet the door open to the utmoft licenti­
ou[ne[s. By this means, he broke that 
admirable difcipline under which D'Etrees 

had. 
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had left him the army, and which is ever 
the greatefl: firength of one. This foon 
made him detefl:ed by the Hanoverians~ 

powerlefs over the folci.i~rs, and contemp­
tible to both. It was the conduct of this 
bafhaw of the Sultan of the Weft that paved 
the way for the revolution that fallowed~ 
by that army of obfervation's taking up arms 
again, which the convention of neutrality 
at Clofl:er-feven had made it lay down. 
But it was not till jufl: after that m:lt of 
fchool-boys at Ro[l,ach, when the pitifull 
run-away figure the French made, might 
have rendered them almoft fufpetted of 
a collufive game with Pruffia, that this 
fpirit of the Hanoverians and Heffians de­
clared itfelf. 

Yet however infamouily or grofly the 
French might have been originally thevio­
lators of that convention, certain it is that 
their defeat at Rofbach being the epoch of 
the Hanoverians, &c. breaking out into 
action, was not favorable to the opinion it 
were to be \vifhed that Europe lhould en­
tertain of the jufl:ice of this fl:ep. The 
French, at leaft, made a handle of the {hare 
they attributed to Britain in it, to make 

·every 
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every court in it refound with complaints of 
the perfidioufnefs of this breach, and with 
infinuations that nothing was facred to this 
nation that {bould fiand in competition with 
a point of interefi. This was qne more 
confequence of our interfering ,,,,;th Hanove .. 
rian councils. 

Many indeed here thought this refump­
tion of arms a mafrer-frrokc of policy in 
whoever were the authors of it. If they 
were Englifhmen, it is to be fuppofed they 
were thoroughly fatisfied of the fairnefs of 
that procedure, without which they could 
have [0 little right to be vain of their !hare 
in it, nnce nothing on earth can be more 
certain than the ruin of that nation which 
fhould prefer its interefi to its honor. Allow­
ing then the jufrice of this meafure to be out 
of the queilion, it frill admits of a doubt, 
whether there even exifted that interefr to 
which that honor was fo falfe1y faid to have 
been facrificed; whether any thing could 
be" more indifferent to Britain than this breach 
of the convention; whether, in !hart, the 
fairdl: of occafions was not miffed of her 
untwilling with a country, the connection 
, ... ith which had never but eoft her more than 
it was worth. 

L The 
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The army of obfervation might, with fome 

{hew of r buiibility, be in the pay of Bri­
t,~in to dCicnd a fiate attacked purely on her 
Clcconnt, and in confequence of that en­
t:~;~31ement to, ",hich {l]e is fo fatally ob­
noxious from their unity of [ubjection to 
the fame fovereign. But when that conven­
tion was made, which it will be confefi by 
all p8rt ies ,,"as better never to have been 
made, (\f never to h:tvc been broken, on 
which cver fide it was broken, it was noto­

rioufly made without the approbation of the 
Dritiih government. At leafi the regency of 
Hano\"cr took that fiep entirely upon it[elf; 

and fine? it had fa, the conlt.quences were 
:: II its c~,\'n. Britain had no farther to do 
\'. ith it; and notwith{b.n'-.l;!~.; all the mighty 
n:c;"i~ r1c~~ded of engaging tho[e troops to 
r~{ume thtlr arms, and accept the [weets 

uf BritifL p.'y; the advant;~ges redounding 

l"lLfely to Britain fi"om that meafure, are 

nct ru ll2pS fa prodigious as they have been 
four~dcd Cl" belj'.?vcd. 

Th; point the more requires CX2."l:l1J.tlOI1, 
Fe:" that nothing is more common, than for 

Ll~lc fuperficial fl:atefmen to be G:.ubh~ by 
the bait cf a IJrcicr,t i~Ul:;j,n' r ""n~a"~ r 0~U.t«Al6'--; 

their 
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their eagerne[., to feize which blinds them 
to the infidioufnefs of it. In their hurry 
to e~joy a falfe reputation of vigilance ~nd 
activIty, they ruf11 headlong into th~ temp;~­
ing error, and it is much if th;..;r power 
and popularity do not make it the error, 
as well as the misfortune of the nation .. 

FaCts wiIl beft explain how far this ob­
fervation is applicable or not in the prefent 
cafe. 

WhiHl: the convention remained yet in 
force, if the Hanoverians, &c. infiead of 
being excited by us, as it is to be hoped 
they were not, to break it, had of them­
felves confultcd our mini11:crs on what they 
had to do; might not an anfwer have been 
given them \vi~h great juftice and propric-. 
ty to the fol1mving effecr? "That 11111.',_· 

" they had made the convention without 
cc our participJtion, though even in our pay, 
cc they might jufi keep it or break it, as 
" they pleafed: that whatever they did \,,-as, 
cC and ought to be, perfctl:ly indifferent to 
" this nation," If it {hould be replied, 
that in faCt it was not indifferent, but that 
the breach of the conventiqn ,-;as ufeful to 
us. So much the worfe. The honor of 
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the nation, fo fuperior to every other con", 
fideration, muft proportionably incur' fufpi­
cion. Emope might then impute the breach 
not tv its jufh:e, but to the advantage of it 
to us; 2.nd that advantage, alas! how queft­
ionable? 

Jull: at the time the cOhvention was on 
the point of being broke, the French were, 
it is true, in a cOhdition to invite that 
breach. Nature, which feems to have fet 
thofe bounds to the ambition of the French, 
which their reftleIfnefs of [pirit has refufed 
them, had upon them her ufual efft:Cl:~ 

whenever they attempt enterprizes at any 
remote diftance from their frontiers. There 
they have often had the climate to con­
quer, when they had conquered every thing 
eIre. Italy and Germany, as all hiftory attdls. 
are in poIfeffion of the title of French 
burying-grounds. Hanover has, on thi~ 

occafion, proved no exception to this gene~ 
ral rule. Difeafes had already thinned their 
army in Hanover, more than the fword had 
done before, or fince its expulfion. The 
ufual confequences too of licentioufnefs and 
indifcipline had rendered uneffeCl:ive thofe 
foldiers that remained. The Hanoverian fub.,. 
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jeCts, who had begun by dreading them, 
were from a nearer infpeCl:ion and fami­
liarity with thefe diic!"dc:rly rag-a-muffin 
guefts, grown to defpiCe them. This riling 
fpirit, they naturally communicated to thofe 
(?f their countrymen, who had only ground­
:ed their arms, but were run mafiers of them, 
and who were too brave to continue any 
longer tame fpeCtators of the fufterings and 
groans of their country. Had the French 
even hot b.roke the convention, fuch a to­
leration could not well be expeCted fro~ 
men of courage. The common foldiers ef­
pecially, carried away by their feelings for 
their families and friends, could not but 
be in a mood to break alike through the 
refiraint of treaties or of officers. The fault 
then, jf any, was Riche1ieu's, who ought 
either to have held a better condua, or 
not have left them their arms in their 
hands. 

Thus the Hanoverians fcarcely needed 
~he fupe~-inducement of Britifh pay to take 
the ~dvantflge of their enemy's aCtual con­
dition, and to drive bim out of the heart 
~f their ~wn country. But as to Britain, 
where was the advantage} unlefs the plea-

fure 
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:klre of feeing Hanover g::t rid of fuch irk­
fome iml'ates? other~\"ife the ben: cffice that 
could pr,nloly be done that army Y:J.S to 
haften its retr':'at, ,l;-Jd that retreat particu­
larly to its o\vn country. For no army, 
could it have joined, but it muft have weak­
en'?d, . or even endangered it, by the double 
contagion of its maladies and licentioufnefs. 
To recruit, to rc:over it, to reftore its dif­
Cipline, it was abiulutely necefTary for it to 
fall back upon the French frontiers. Aik 
the French then of that army, th·:y will tell 
you th:::y would not have ftaid in Hanover, 
had they been p;Jid as much for ftaying 
th~;-~, as the Hanoverians were paid for 
driving them out: and in this they may 
for once be believed, becaufe it could not 
be otherwife. They had exhaufied all thofe 
parts, of themfelves not the mofi fruitful, 
to a point that they could no longer furniih 
fubfiftence to them, or even to the poor 
plundered inhabitants, who were reduced 
to ftreights fcarce {bort of famine. As to 
the haraifment they met with in. their re­
treat, it was no more than they could well 
lay their account with from a prince fo 
galbnt, and fo aCtive as the prince Fer-

dinand 
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din and at the head of troops aCtuated by 
all the incentives of revenge, of honor, and 
of juftice to the Britiih nation, for the pay 
they received from it. In their way home, 
however, they took care to drop a {hong 
garriion into 'Vefel, that pLce fo dangeroufly 
flighted by Pruilia. Eut in all this, what was 
there done, that could affect us ? ;-::'he retreat 

of the French was evidently mattci' of C[-uric; 

the ridding Hanover of them, might be 
a merit to Hanover; the quickening their 
march, and feeing them [aie home, wa3 
not of much differvice to the French; but 
in what could Brit2in benefit by the re­
turn of thofe forces [0 much nearer 
home, where the:;' rt-cl)~c~:.jl1g: their firength 
muft be fo much more convenient than at 
that diftancc, that they were rotting and 
mouldering away of thcnJc1vcs, in a man­
ner to [pare the [word the trouble of exter2 

minating them? 
The diverfion, hCJ\';~\'er, cau[ed to the 

French by thi~ army of jlanu'.'crians, Hcf­
hans, &e. has dOEbtL::s ~(jr(;'~ weight; but 
whether that v,·:::ight o'.'cr-ballances the ex­
pence ·0 Britain oC them, and whether that 
expenee m;:sht r;o, be aplJ~·opri.1,:c\l to more: 
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di¥eC1:, more neceifary, and more effeCl:ual 
plans of operation, is wen worth a fair and 
impartial confidcration. Even the tender~ 

llefs due to the Hanoverians, requires a dif­
cuilion, whether their prefent fubfervieney 
to the Pruffian and Britifh meafures, can 
anfwer any valuable end to themfdves; 
efpecially finee their country is out of all 
condition to invite the renewal of an inva­
fion; from which, if even the fear of it 
exifted, it would be perhaps better defend­
ed by our doing, with more honor to our ... 
{elves, fomething to divert and difable the 
French, than by any oppofition in the very 
part ,..-here they ought to with an oppo~ 
fition to be made, fince it muft be made 
with the leaft effect, and at the greateft eoft 
to us. 

The authority of the greateft generals. 
fupported withal by common fcnfe af!d ex­
perience, invincibly attefts, that any attack 
on the French at home, or on their fron­
tiers, cannot but be fruitlefs, without fuch 
a paramount force as may at once face all 
the demands of ,':ar for battles and for 
fi~ges. Any force infer:or to that point of 
ftrength, is only a force thrown away, with-

out 
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out aily rational profpeCt of fuccefs. It is 
t-he very game the French defire, who can 
then wage the war at all advantages. Al­
ways the bravefr on their own dunghill; 
they can fight, or let it alone, jufr as they 
plcafe, or as they fpy the favorable mo­
ment. The fupplies for their forces are as 
eafy, as they are difficult for their enemy. 
In ca(e bf a defeat, they have not only 
re-inforcements ready at hand, but a fecure 
retreat under the number of fortified places 
with which their frontiers are briftled. In 
{hort, for baffling, for tiring out, for de­
frroying an enemy, they defire no better 
than to have him come home to them, 
and fpare them the fatigue, the expenee, 
and the ri1k of feeking him, at a diftanee 
from their frontiers, when they rarely but 
make the worfr of figures. 

. One would imagine that the retrofpeCt of 
the entrrprizes made of late years, on thofe 
frontiers might fufficiently efrabliih the im­
probability of making any confiderable im­
preffion on the French territories. Even two 
or three battles won by the Hanoverians, 
&c. could but weaken themfelves, and bring 
them ~() nearer any.point worth their hav-
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ing in \~':W, whilft their own lois, however' 
]efs than that of the French, mufi hurt 
themfelves more, and be more irreparable. 
The fum of things would, at the [arne timet 
be little or nothing affected by it. 

There is no-one can deny that the advan­
tage gained by the gallant Prince Ferdinand, 
at the aff.1ir of Crevelt, was great enough 
to oeferve the proclamation of it by the 
mouths of the Tower-guns, and by a [0-

lcmn thanfkgiving. Otherwife it would have 
been mocking botlil God and man, and that 
palpably to no purpofe, but to make the fend­
ing of troops from here to Germany go 
down the more glib, with [oldiers and peo­
ple, under all the [moke and flafh of that 
recent fucccfs. Be it then granted that it 
really was as great as 10 great a celebration 
requires it to be thought, and that no 
fhtcftnan could de1cend to [0 poor a fiate­
~ljck, as the exageration of it would have 
been. 'But even our mofi authentic gazette 
'2iv(;s DCj"mi~l:on for not thinkiDbCF that action 
~, , 
:iliy ways ;l decifive onc. This allowed, the 
con1equence proceeds un!haken, at le2il:, by 
that infb.nce, in favor of the efiablitled 
maxim of declining WJr with the French, 

on 



on their own frontiers, unlefs with [uch a 
force as amounts to much more than what 
is already employed there, or can be fent 
from hence to join it, and which could there­
fore be only unnece{[1.rily thrown away. 

Such at leaf!: was the well-known fenfe of 
the great Duke of Marlborough, than wham 
no man, flnce the days of Henry the fifth, 
had done more than himfelf to level the 
power of France in the dna. Harpy would 
it have been for this narion and for Europe, 
if a little, dirty, jealous, power-hunting 
Court-cabal had not [natched the [word out 
of his hands juf!: as he was on the point of 
giving that nation the finiihing blo':/. France 
was then exhaufied by a long WJr, and an 
humble [upplicant for a peace that ought 
never to have been granted her but on the 
original terms of the grand alliance; and 
yet the Duke did not conceive it praCticable 
to overwhelm her without the whole force 
of it. He was ~uch too great a man to 
give into gafconades, or into crude vifi­
onary projeCts, and yet lefs capz.ble of de­
[pifing an enemy, or of difhonoring himfc1f 
and his nation, by aCting a fuoaitern part 
under the greatefi: power in Et:rope. And 
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here let an Engliihman fiop but for an in .. 
fiant, and compare the fiate of things as 
they then were, to what they now are. Our 
nation was then plainly at the head of the 
greatefi powers in Europe combined againil: 
the ambition of France: her caufe was no 
lefs than the liberties of mankind: {he was 
the life, the fupport of the whole confede­
racy, as it evident1y appeared from that in­
flant the, fatally for herfelf, and for the 
caufe {he had fo nearly brought to the wilhed 
for illile, withdrew her aid and influence. At 
prefent, behold her renounced, or at leafi cooly 
regarded by all her ancient allies, and glad to 
throw her alliance at the head of a prince, 
never over-favorable to her, and aCtually 
under the ban of the Empire, to whom the 
thinks herfelf obFged humbly to fue for his 
gracious acceptance of her fubfidies and 
troops, not without all the appearances of 
being content to aCt a fubaltern part. This 
difpofition of things was referved for thefe 
honorable times. Nay, {ome here have 
fo thoroughly forgot the dignity of their own 
nation, as to contend for its being no de­
gradation for a Britilh commander, not to 
be commander in chief, as if it was 
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,poffible to find one [0 loft to all fenCe of his 
own honor, or of that of the nation, as to 
ftoop to [ub~general it even to [0 renowned 
and to [0 great an officer as the gallant 
Piince Ferdinand. Many nations have in~ 
deed employed foreign generals: with the 
Venetians it is even a ftanding fiate-maxim 
to employ none but them. But for a na­
tion [0 great, [0 powerful as ours, a nation 
that may di[pute rank with the firft in Eu­
rope, to pay [uch a deference to another as 
to fuffer her generals to receive plans of 
operation or orders from any but their own 
immediate fovereign, would be, perhaps, 
without example. It is not therefore cre­
dible. Even the Prince who iliould avail him­
{elf of fo wretched a c0mplaifance, could not 
but, in the cour[e of things, and \vith his 
excellent fenfe, repay it with the moil: cool 
and determinate contempt. It cannot then 
be but [uppo[ed that fome expedient, fome 
falvo has been found out for the adjuil:ment 
of rank and precedence: but granting what 
it mufi: be fa grating to grant, that Britain no 
longer breeds generals capable of fupport­
ing the honor of her arms abroad, which 
!he mufi therefore give into keeping to a 

foreign 



[ 86 ] 

foreign one, the quefrion will but occur the 
fironger, whether there is any abfolute ne­
ceffity for thus iliowing her nakednefs, or 
for fending any forces at aU to the conti­
nent? It may frill be aiked, if it is fo 
very eligible a meafure, in forfeiture of the 
advantages of our infular fituation, to tranf­
port our countrymen in fo difgraceful - a 
manner, and in [0 incompetent a number, to 
encounter the French, precifely where it is 
fo convenient for the French to encounter 
them? where their preferable wiili mull: be, 
that \ve {hould fend and facrifice as many 
more to them as {hould be .iufi not fufficient 
to do any thing material for the honor or 
advantage of the nation. The mofi fenfi­
bIe alternative would perhaps be either to 
fend a royal army fit to command fuccefs, 
or if that is neither convenient nor practi­
cable, not to fend a fingle troop of horfe, 
even though the Hanoverians, &c. lhouId 
be deficient in cavalry, and require ours to 
fupply thJt deficiency, fince, humanJy fpeak­
ing, it would only ferve to {hew, what has 
been already but too much {hown, how 
wrong we can take our meafures. Nor will 
it hardly be otherwife, till all our Germa-
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ni1il1 is happily eradicated out of our politics, 
or at leaft fuffered to retain no more fl1are 
in them than it ought to have. 

In the mean time what muft all Europe 
think of our cheapnefs and conduct? What 
muil: the Dutch efpecially? And can we be 
furprized at their not being forward to con­
nect with us? Can they be fuppofed to have 
forgot the peace of Utrecht? or have our 
politics been fo admirable fince as to tempt 
them to embark once more on 10 crazy a 
bottom as ours? Is it any \vonder that the 
French party fl10uld prevail there, when:t has 
fo many popular topics of declamation again['r 
us? The reftoration imputed to us of the 
Stadholderate, fo folemnly abjured by the 
Burgomafters, on whore authority it [0 fenfi­
bly i.ntrenches; the u[a\Ceof tll'ir merchant-. ~ 

men by our privateers, who, ifnot encouraged, 
are perhaps not enough cOiltrouled; "lid 
above ail that d:wbtlefs f,l:c charge againfi 
this Government of ftir:ir.3 up a [edition in 
tr,c::r dreadfull mob a[:'1~nfl: the magiil:rates, 
are rci:1ts in which the French h:,ve all the 
fcope they could with to dift:,l:.l/ their infi­
dious rhetoric and di;j·I:~,'·Ll: to ~nr;h. The 
people there arc but to~ ~ pt tl. ;:i:'tn to any 
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fuggeftions againfi a nation that muft: have 
long appeared to them in fo contemptible, 
fo ridiculous a light. If we would have 
them or others do jufrice to us, we ihould 
begin by doing jufiice ourfe1ves. 

But how little has that fpirit in general 
prevztiled amongil: us! How cruel an injuf­
tice have Britons done to themfe1ves in tri­
mnphing when they bd fo little occafion ! 
For, after all. what has been done, or great 
or material by them fince the commence­
ment of the war? A few ilraggling French 
men of war, the captures of fquadrons, or 
','.;hat is near the fame thing, in the fight of 
[quaJrons: the fuccefs in Bengall, to which 
we muil wait for its epithet of favorable or 
unfavorable, according to the turn it may 
tJ.ke in that unfettled country; the taking a 
[01;,11 forI: in Africa; the damage done to 
the Fr~nch trade by our cruizers; the burn­
ing of the {hips before St. Maloes; are all 
o~;e~1:s, whiLh howe\'er detrimental to our 
enemy, a true Briton would difdain to lay 
a firers 011, much more to exagerate, fince 
they are all, from the nature of them, infinitely 
~::r:;.:atl: the jufi pretentions of this nation to 
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Valor and firength. At leafi, fuch fentiments 
can be no offence to the nation. 

To fay the truth, the lofs of Minorca 
alone is perhaps a more than counterbal­
lance to all our gains hitherto: to fay no­
thing of Braddock's defeat, or of the fcurvy 
figure we have made in America, notwith­
ftanding our fo incomparable a fuperiority 
offorces there to thofe of the French. May 
the taking of Cape-Briton, which is hardly 
to be miffed, if the attack is, as it is not to 
be doubted but that it is, in good hands, give 
us a: real occafion for faying Jomethillg has 
been done! May the people of this nation 
have that opportunity of congratulating 
themfelve~ on the fuccefs of a meafure 
that is all their own! and may it never 
again b~come a facrifice to continental re­
fpects ! 

But in pleading for jufiice to ouridves, 
let not that owing to our enemies be forgot, 
even for our own fakes! Nothing, in fact, 
can be more pernicious to our interefi, than 
the taking falfe meafures of the fiate of 
France; and· nothing has been oftener the 
cafe. To compleat aU the ridicule and 
nonfenfe of the times, it was, till lately, 
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"ianting that the very fame perfonages, who" 
not long fince, from the ufual effeCt of fear 
to magnify objects, had exagerated the 
power of France beyond all meafure of 
truth, and reprefented her as a tremendous 
m-er-match for Britain, !hould on the flat­
ttring gleam to us of a few events unfa­
vorable to France, and thofe more owing 
to herfeIf than to --"Britain, all of a fudden 
change their note, and depreciate the force 
of France with as little reafon as they had 
before exalted it. 

The truth is, t~at at her higheil:; whiHl: 
we preferve ou'r.:'ib'periority, keep" a com­
petent army, and efpecially an effectual mi­
litia, Britain, if !he but knows her own 
firength, and is happy enough to have it 
ably direeted and adminifiered, has Iefs to 
dread from France, than France has from 
her. Much has been faid of her popu­
lou[ne[s, and of the eafe with which France 
can raile nUffit:rOtlS armies. But this was 
ever much exagcrated, and is at this time 
entirely falie. She is greatly deficient in able 
men for the military fervice. The gene­
ralities on whom the levies are impofed, 
have long complained of their incapacity to 
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furnifh them. In this, her weaknefs is aver­
red, but whiHl: juil: notions are formed of 
th;tt weakneis, -nothing can be more ridi~ 

culous, nor even marc dangerous, than to 
under-rate her aCl.ual firength. In the firft 
place, if the very nature of her arbitrary 
-government, fa unfavorable to public cre­
dit; if the late checks the 118.0 met with in 
Germany; if her trade overwhelmed hy 

. our captures, have created her difficulties in 
raifing money, {he has fiill great refources, 
and is not at leaR crouching under a bur­
then of near a hundred minions of debt: 
a burthen which though it fits fa light and 
eafy on our ihoulders, would probably fin!:: 
her. That interruption to her trade too is 
not fa deadly a -blow as ir would ha\'<; 
been, had {he not been to wife too leave 
herfelf nothing but her commerce to truil: 
to, and to let h:::" military fpirit be entirel:l 
{acrificed to a mercantile one. Her govern­
ment faw the great advantage of bring­
ing trade into the kingdom, and fieddily 
·purfued it; but not to fuch ;J pernicious 
excefs as to throw the whole kingdom into 
trade. So far from affeB:ing or founding 
.emphatically the title of a tr~ding nation, 
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ihe appears to defpife it as much a,s 1he 
would that of a nation without trade. Mo­
ney has all the weight with her that it ought 
to have, but is not preferred to every thing 
that is great, noble, and facred. It is not 
made the common meafure of every thing, 
and even of thofe things with which it 
never can but ruinoul1y and infamoul1y be 
fuffered to mix; fuch as honor, perfonat 
merit, talents, patriotifm. In {hort, that 
nation is not yet degenerated into a vile 
colletl:ion of mercenaries, jobbers, and idlers, 
as uncapab1e of honoring as of defendiJ;}g 
their country. Her military fpirit frill 
prefcrved will probably preferve her. Her 
politics, dangerous as they are to the li­
berties of Europe, are not only maiked 
under that art of fair appearances, in which 
ihe excels, but the fpirit of them freddily 
proceeds even where the blunders and fol­
lies of her court iometimes counter-aet, and 
defeat its fuggefrions. Even in that land 
of naves they have found a better way of 
manning their navy, than the infamous man­
ner of preffing, in pratl:ice upon fi-ee-born 
men here: men who muD: confequently 
carryon board with them all that difgufi: 
to the icrvice, all that refraetorinefs natural 
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for them ,to fee1 1 on being obliged to de­
fend th~ libertieil of thofe who have robbed 
them of their own1 and.to fight for a coun'" 
try it would be but a virtue in them to 
look on no longer as their country, finee as 
to them, it is not a free ooe: whilil: it mufr 
gall them but the more to find theinfelves 
the only naves in it; they who from their 
fuperior ufefulnefs fa little deferve fuch treat­
ment. Of that, to us, invaluable ifland 
of Minorca, France is already in poffeffion. 
She has two cautionary places in the Aufrrian 
Netherlands, of which {he win hardly dif­
feize herfelf without an ample confidera­
tion. With all our vigilance and fuperiority 
at fea, {he has found means to fmuggle fup­
plies into Canada and Cape-Breton, it is 
to be hoped, much in vain. She has not 
negleCted even fo remote, but fo infinitely 
important a concern as that of the Eafr­
Indies, where {he has fent Lally ({aid to be 
dead) with three thoufand choice men, not 
the fweepings of ftreets and jails, '"'lith 
ihips in proportion, before that force fent 
from hence could well arrive in time to de­
feat their efteCt. Is the force too we have 
oppored to them the~e fufficient? She is 
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repamng, with her ufual activity, her loffes 
in Germany, and may perhaps not imitate 
us in difdaining to' be the wifer f.or the 
blunders the has committed there, and .of 
which we have loit the advantage by the 
part which we have taken. Thefe truths 
may be ill received, .or even rejetl:ed by 
thofe who would have every thing to be 
falfe, that is not true to their liking. But 
the feeing them fairly itated, cannot but be 
acceptable to all, who prefer the charm 
and {~fety .of truth to the dangerous il­
luiions of error, efpecially where the taking 
juit meafures againit a mortal enemy de­
pends on the undeception. And furely no­
thing ought to be more ,execrable to a Bri­
ton, than the lulling him to Deep with flat­
tering or foothing impoiitions; not only as 
they imply a mean opinion of his under­
fianding, and as they affect his welfare fo 
intimately connected with that of the na­
tion, but as they tend to make even himfelf 
fo unnaturally the initrument of the ruin of 
both. For the opinion of no Briton is ab­
folutely indifferent to the conduct of things, 
fince every Briton, by the happy conititu­
tion of his country, enjoys, by himfelf or his 
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repre[entatives, [orne ihare in the public 
authority; to the fupport of which he muft 
pay with fo much the more chearfulnefs, 
if he has reafon to be fatisfied with its ad­
minifuation. To fay the truth too, the bulk 
of the people is always well-intentioned, as 
having none of the by-views, and pitifully 
falfe difrinCt interefrs, that influence the men 
of power, to drive it off its natural byafs to felf-. 
prefervation, and to the maintenance of the 
national honor, in which the meanefr indivi­
dual in the nation fo: jufrly claims a ihare. 
In 1hort, it is rarely wrong, but when it is 
artfully mif-guided, or mif-informed: and 
even then it frill retains a fmothered fpark 
of juilice and common-fenfe, that is fure to 
break out again, and does not fuffer it long 
to continue under the illufion. . 

But of all the opinions that have prevailed 
in practice concerning France, not one per­
haps more obvioufiy admits, at leafr, of 
a doubt of its jufrnefs, or more deferves 
examination, than that on whi.ch the late 
expeditions againfr her have been founded. 

Of the one againfr Rochfort, it would 
be vain and fuperftuous to fay any thing 
here. Thofe who ftill admire the plan of 
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it, will hardly change their minds for any 
thing that can be faid of it now, which 
could only be repetition. Thofe who hear­
tily de:fpifed it, can as little be liable to' 
alter their opinion, efpecially with fo much 
reafan to be confirmed in it, by the return of 
the forces on the laft expedition, after doing 
no more than what forms fo admirable an 
apology for the commanders on the firfr 
one. For as to the burning of the veifels 
before St. Maloe, though all the merit 
!bould be granted to that exploit, that it 
can jufily claim; though it muil: have done 
a confiderable, and not eafily reparable da­
mage to the enemy; though it was cutting 
the very finews of their power to annoy our 
trade; tho' to obferve it was a pure accident 
that thof(~ veffels were dillroyed, which was 
owing to the over-precaution of the French; 
and that being mofily private property, the 
confequence, was throwing a number of 
hands into the French navy, !bould be pro­
nounced a merely invidious detraCtion; frill 
it may be faid, and [aid rather as a jufr 
compliment, than injuriouily, to the firft 
lord of the Admiralty, and to one of the 
greateft military names in Britain, that fuch 
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-an operation, not beinz of an over-heroic or 
indeed very military nature, could not, ~,h1c,do 

. either the nation or them ~my honor FOjJlJi"li­

onable to the expeCtation raifed by their being 
employed in it, dpecially in thde who did not 
know how litt] (' it was pollible tor them to do. 

But there has been one objection made 
againft'this kind of e~{peditions, which ecr­
t2-inly deferves for its faliity to be ez:p~rJlkd, 

even by thofe who do not :ldmire them. 
For truth is above cv;::,"/ thine--. Th:,t ab-

" L) 

jeCl::ion i,~ the expence. But thofc whD make 
fair efiimates of things, muil: allow that 
of all the expenees incurrcd in the purLit 
of the war; this is not the . Ie ail: plaufi­
ble one~ finee the whole of it may be [aid 
to be kept in the nation, where it be­
comes'; a general benefit,diffufes life and 
fpirit through the land, encourages a number 
of valuab1e trades; and ultimately in a great 
meafure re-circulates, in form of taxe:', into 
the tteafury from whence it iffucd. At leafi, 
how preferable is this difpofal of the public 
money, to its being, abfolute1y for not on.: 
valuable or fenfible purpofe ingulphed in a 
country cc from whofe bourn no travdL:lb 
" guinea ever returns ! 
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No! the true objection to - thefe exped.i­
tions, is much fuperior and quite of ano­
ther nature. It is their utter infignificance, 
and the ridicule that always attends the em­
ploying of means, or difproportioned, or 
foreign to the ends apparently propofed. 

If the point of view was making a di­
verfion in force of our dear friends an,d 
allies in Germany, one body of whom, 
perhaps, it would be ftill better to willi 
well re-pafTed the Rhine again; there could 
not be a more unjudiciom: one. Though 
fome here might be ignorant of the French 
coaft; or be carried away by the impetuo.­
fity of that vulgar {pirit of perfiftence i~ 

meafures, of which themfelves were the 
fond fathers, it cannot be [uppofed that the 
French themfelves did not know all that 
they had to fear from all the force they 
knew we had to employ on that million. 
They could not but know, that penetrat­
ing into the interior of the kingdom, was 
no part of our plan, and that as to the [ea­
coaft, which could alone be the object of 
our operations, thofe fortified places of theirs 
worth attackin:;, were all proof againfi what 
we are pleafed to call here a vigorous im-;-
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pfeffion ;' that their harbours are even from 
their badne{s inacceffible to our naval force, 
arid that as to our land-one, it could be 
but too inconfiderable to attempt fieges. 
What then was there in {uch an armament, 
that could alarm or deter them from fend­
ing a fingle file of mu{queteers lefs to Ger­
many, than they originally intended? Even 
their militia might be fufficient to guard 
their coaft, as much as it was neceifary to 
be guarded againfi thofe, whofe object could 
not be an invafion, or but at mofi, a de­
{cent, the tranfient damage of which could 
not have the leafi effect on the more per­
manent and greater points of their political 
fyfiem. When our troops were actually 
landed, and. the burning of the ihips at 
St. Maloes, could not but be in view; the 
duke d'Aiguillon wrote to court, that it 
might be perfeCtly eafy on that account, 
for he would an[wer for it they would foon 
re-imbark again. They did fa, very happy, 
not only in the enemy not treading on their 
heels, but in that the genera~s, ,vho had 
not let tIle troops h~L·.·e ;',Dove two or three 
days provifions w'ith them, had not trufied in 
vain to the v/:?:lthcr, which had it proved too 
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boifterous, or contrary for boats to have 

been fent ai110re, they mufl: have eaten one 

another or furrendered at difcretion, ra-, 
th:r as the prifoners of famine, than of 

the f.Nord. "Eut what then? mufl: not 

" fome riiks be run?" fays one with a 
fighting face. Even that little place, Cher­
buurg ,-,-as aftcrw:lfds attempted ~by them. 
In Jl10:-t, whatever terrors fome were fo 

v,'elk or fa mif-informed here, as to attri­

hIte to the French, on the occafion of thefe 

armam:=E'~.S, !lothing is more certain, than 
th~,t they knc,-I the utmofi they could do, 
too well not c\'c:n to t1ke the liberty of 

bughing at tllClll. And after all what could 
our forces (10, or be expeC1:ed to do? Every 
one k:Jl w befcH:, that withal the fortifica­
tions, along one of the foulef\: coafis in the 
world, there :lre fiill many fpots on it, 
,vhere our troops may eafily land, if land­
ing: was ~d1. But \\'hen landed, what then? 
They may fr:~'2:hcn a few peafants along the 
fe:l-fIde, {rem their brown bread and onions, 
or L1dlroy their fallad, and the hopes of 
their foup-maigre. But Whll1 they have 
done that, vvh:lt remains for them, but on the 

h"l ~L .. [m of the natlcnal forces coming 
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down, to fcamper back on board a {hip' 
again: a circumfran~e fitter to teach our 
foldiers the art ,of running away, than the 
art of war. As to any harraiTment the alarm 
of an impending defcent may caufe along the 
coafr, the French have rather to thank us 
for it. They are wife enough to have a 
militia on foot, and it is very kind in us, 
at our own expence to keep the forces ot 
it in breath, to find them them in exercife, 
to inure them in [orne meafure to fa­
tigue. They will not make the worfe [01-

diers for recruiting their armies. But after 
all, is not this literally, incurring the ridi­
cule of what M. de Mirabeau, not with­
out reafon and humor calls "pretending 
" to frighten mankind by packing up men 
" in wooden boxes and fending them to fpit 
" on an enemy's fuore ?" 

But if this plan Gf de{;:ents is fo excel­
lent as its admirers are fo thoroughly wel­
come to pronounce it, it mufr be owned 
withal, that the beauty and advantages of 
them, efcaped thofe poltroons, your Ed­
wards and your Henry'S. They were afraid 
to venture Englifumen over to France, but 
in fuch a bvay as might frand, and not 
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nm away at the approach of the enemy, 
whofe fuperiority of numbers in thofe rude 
times, they never ftood to calculate very 
nicely. They were not content with having 
the flower of the nobility give grace and 
animation to the enterprize, but went over 
in perfon, and {hared the danger. In {hort, 
their objeCt was an effeCtual invafion, not 
a fcampering [cherne of defcents that could 
anfwer no one purpofe of honor or advan­
tage. Yet France was then an open country 
to what it now is. Moil: of their fortified 
places were rather refuges againfi the oppref­
flon of their o\vn kings, than intended to 
repel a forci3"n enemy. Confequently the 
!efs force might have ferved to penetrate 
more fafely into the interior of the coun­
try, or to make a vigorous impreffion. So 
much greater men are we than our an­
cefiors, in fpite of all that has been faid of 
our degeneracy. 

But if France well-confidered offers, at 
1cafi, to this nation in its prefent circum­
ftances, no hold, no promifirg overture of 
attack, either on her inland frontiers, or on 
her fea-coa11; the following quefiion, may 
pollibly occur to well-meaning· people. 

" 'What! 
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(! "Vhat! would you then have nothing 
~, done againil: France? Would you return 
" to the former fcandalous times of iloth 
(C and inaction, when our navy feemed 
~, maintained more for parade than for ufe ; 
" when our lande-fqrces were rather a ridi­
" culous burthen to the nation, than of any 
" fervice to it, either in point of defence 
(C or offence? When the poil: of a military 
" officer, was big \',ith no more danger or 
" fatigue, than that of a prebendary loung­
" ing in his il:all? \Vhen the whole nation, 
" in illOrt, appeared to have 10il: that mar­
~, tial fpirit for which it once out-vied all Eu,.. 
" rope; and Wh'l -_ven fordid intereil itfelf, 
" with 2-D Its L'_c:,i1efs, feemed to have loil: 
" n::,ht of that maxim fo eifential to it, 
" that neither trade nor wealth are valua­
" bIe, but in proportion to the means and 
" fpirit of defending them?" 

To thofe qudhons, the anfwer is how­
t!ver not very difficult, nor can be thought 
~ very irrational one. The objeCtion to im­
proper attacks, does not moil: certainly ex .. 
elude the recourfe to. proper ones. On the 
~ontrary, it implies the recommendation of 
them. In £Ingle combat no one choofes to 
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all)} at thofe patts of his enemy's body, 
that are defended by proof-armour: he ra­
ther feels out for the weak or unguarded 
places, where his fword may beft enter and 
wound to moil: eff;::Ct. The fame rule holds 
exaCtly het\veen nation and nation, when 
once they enter the lifl:s of war. The dif­
trcffing of the trade and navigation of France, 
'is a blow- that cannot be too clofe1y· f~l­
lowed. It might of itfelf almoft foon make 
her fick of the contefl:. But there are fo 
'many points betides, where fhe lies open to 
"'Wounds, that it muft be inexcufable to con­
fume that ftrength which might be fo ef­
feCtually employed in infliCting them on her, 
upon others, not only impoffible, but ridi~ 
culou5. 

Both th~ Indies, America, and even fame 
of her Hlands in Europe, Minorca yet Url­
retaken, afford.fo large a field for action, 
that; fa far frcfm floth or indolence, be'ing 
neceffarily the alternative, on dropping the 
wind-mill fchemes of defcents, or inland 
attacks, there remain draughts upon the na­
tion for funds and men, for fo1id and effen­
tial enterprizes, to the fun as great as it can 
well anfwer. No,- not even' the millions furtk 
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upon foreign connexions would be more 
than a fufficient fupplement to our own 
exigencies for thofe purpofes on which they 
could hardly be expended to lefs effect, 
than on the continent, as the aCtual fiute 
of things there fo clearly attefis. Our troops 
would then act with the more fpi,rit from 
their being affured of the quarrel being 
purely that of their own country, and not 
a mere diverfion, and that diverfion an un~ 
availing one, in favor of another. The fu~ 
periority of our navy, palpably enables us 
to tranfport our land~forces to any part of 
the world, in which the French may be 
oppofed to advantage. A competent num­
ber of regulars, left at home, when fe­
conded as they foon might be by an ef­
feCtive, general, and confiitutional militia 
may,whilfi thereftwould be ufefully employed 
abroad, might finile defiance at the power of 
France to hurt us by any invafion, even 
fhould our fleets by fome of thofe acci­
dents, againfl: which all human prm'idence 
is fo defeCtive and unavailing1 not be at 
hand to bar them the way. At leaft, a 
confiderable part of our army might well 
be [pared on difiant fervice. Jt might then, 
without a gafconnade, be [aid, that the 
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exiil:ence of the French in Canada, mufl: 
take an end as foon as it fhould be vigo­
roufly undertaken. The cutting off the fup­
plies to St. Domingo, to Martinico, and to 
their other iflands, ti·om their mother-coun­
try, could not but have the effect on them, 
tkt a firong ligature has on any member 
of the body, caullng it to wither from the 
intercepted circulation. At leafi, it would 
greatly facilitate any attempt of ours upon 
the moil: convenient of them for us to at­
tempt. \Vould itnot too be a great and fhame­
ful reproach to the nation, if, from its remifs­
nefs, or mifcalculate of time, or of the enemy's 
force, the French fhould in the Eafi-indies 
have obtained fueh an aCtual fuperiority as 
mufi infallibly, in that cafe, give a deep, 
and perhaps incurable wound to the honor 
l)f our flag in thoie parts, as well as to our 
national intereil:s ? How can it found to Eu­
rope and poi1:erity that in the face of fa 
much greattr a maritime I1:rength than theirs. 
they ihould unmo1eil:ed, or unoppofed in 
til~1e, provide for the tranfportation of their 
troops by 1~a to parts fa remote; and thus 
multiplY, as it were, th~ir naval forces, by 
their 1uperior art of employing them? In 
iLurt, can it be [aid, ",;ith the leafi fhadow 
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'Of foundation, that there is not enough fDr 
Britain to do, not to be obliged, for want 
of occupation, to re1apif: into that il:ate of 
fupinenefs and inatl:ivity which is fo juftly 
exploded, and to which however all the 
bluil:er and parade of an abfurd and infigni­
ficant aCtivity are hardly preferable? vVhat 
great difference does it make to the interefi: 
or the honor of the nation, whether the cha­
raCter of the Fribb1e or the Flath predomi~ 
nates in her Councils? The latter is, per­
haps, the moil: dangerous and afTuredly the 
moil: ridiculous of the two. 

Indolence and luxury may for a while" 
and always dangeroufly, foften and enervate 
thofe who are plunged in them. The great .. 
eft conquerors, the moft martial fpirits, have 
occafionally felt their bane full influence .; 
fome of whom feverely fuffered for it. But 
there is fuch a thing as flouncing out of the 
flough; the languor of them is not always 
proof againft the calls of duty and the ex­
-citements of honor, where there is cooftitu­
tional courage at bottom. Whereas it is 
the nature of difappointments from filly or 
inglorious enterprizes to ftrikes a deadly damp 
to the heart, and to defiroy in future the ne­
ce1fary confidence in the pro.pofal of thofe 

p ~ e~ 



[ 108 ] 

eff'ectual ones, for which the lives fo often 
\vretchedly thrown away upon the others~ 
might be fo much better referved. The 
officers employed in them are 10ft to the 
public who takes a prejudice to them, the 
more difficult to retract: from that re­
tractation, implying the confeffion of a 
miftake: and how few are there capable 
of that greatnefs, that even heroifm of the 
mind, of which there cannot perhaps be a 
1honger proof than fuch a confeffion! Thus 
the fervice of many a gallant man perifhes 
to his country without his being in fault 
to it: or at at leaft his reputation is funk by 
having been employed in the execution. of 
meafures, of which the obvious nature, as 
well as forefight of the event, left no room 
either to arraign fortune, or to excufe any 
fondne1s for the commiffion. But thus it 
cannot but be when men of flafhy parts 
carry into power the weakneifes of thei:' per­
fonal character, with influence enough to 
make them the national ones: when giddy 
with thofe [ucce{fes of their nothino-nefs b , 

that only prove the littlenefs of the times, 
and without the leaft fpirit of bufinefs, 
or but the common knowledge of it, 
they prcfume themfe!vcs equal to the ma-

nage 
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t'\age ment of ~very thing; and cannot he 
long admitted to it, before they furniih the 
proof of their being infinitely beneath any 
confidence placed in them. In the mean 
time the enemies of a nation, where fuch 
fuch men (hould bear fway, would have the 
fineft opportunity imaginable, for puiliing 
their projeCts againft it, fure of not being 
'Very mafi!tially counter-acted, by fhofe their 
plans and execution, which mufi: be rather 
matter of mirth than of terror to them. 
What would they have better to wifh than. 
!cng life to fuch perf on ages, and their con­
tinuance in power to the end of it ? 

That this oowever is not the prefcmt con­
dition of this nation anyone may eafily fa­
tisfy himfelf from a candid review of the 
prefent fmiling, and not in the leafi hoHow 
afpeCt of things. He may, from his own 
knowledge and obfervation, feel that the 
great days of Britain are bidding fair to re­
turn under the aufpicious influence of the 
prefent <iepofitaries of the power, honor and 
welfare of the nation. The delightful har­
mony in the ,conduCt of the fiate-machine, 
between tharafurs imagined fo jarring and fo 
oppofite, reminds one of the poetical golden age 

when 
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when the wolf and the lamb 'drank promif ... 
cuouOy and peaceably together at the fame 
dear unpolluted fiream. 

Corruption no longer {'ears her hated 
head, but hides it in the lap of Patriot .. .purity, 
that feeks, by lovingly fofiering and fuckling 
it, to change its foul complexion, and affimi· 
late it to its own fo fair one. 

No longer are to be feen thofe eye--fores~ 
the non-expletives of pafis, who, if they 
robbed the nation of no more than the 
fervice of abler men in their room, would 
rob it of a great deal. 

Merit, in arts and arms, after fo long a 
neglect, begins, under all the encourage­
ment fa fenfibly befiowed on it, and fo dif­
cerningly difiributed, to refloriih in the land, 
of which it can never but be the ornament 
,and defence. 

Our men of power, have, at length, found 
out that profound fecret to their predecef­
[ors, that ideots .and triflers could not be 
the befi of fervants to the public, nor even 
to themfelves, though congenially chofen by 
them for being fuch. The prefent Great 
more wifely, and even in honor to their tafte 
and difcernment, c.all in men of abilities 

to 
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to their affifl:ance, nay, fue to them for it, 
as is their duty and mofi certainly their in~ 

terefi. 
We have now fuch able negotiators at all 

the courts of Europe, as are an ample 
overmatch to the French ones, 2nd are, li­
terally fpeaking, the reprefentatives of the 
minifiry. 

The due, the much wanted care, is aetu­
ally and evidently taking to form great men 
for the fervice of the nation, before the 
immediate need of them lhall make it too 
late to think of forming them; and to re­
move that wretched excufe for not employ­
ing proper fubjeets, there being no better 
to employ; to take away from our enemies, 
in lhort, the encouragement they might 
have, from feeing councils without fiatefmen, 
and armies without generals. 

The fiale over-aeted farce of refignatiLlns 
feems fufpended, and will, it is to be hoped, 
never again come into play, in the iliape of 
a recoil, only to come on the furer; or to 
give the public no other fatisfaCtion than 
the filly one of feeing rather other men than 
other mca[ures take place; or what is fillier 
yet, t;le fame men, with the fame mea­
fures, dancing the political hays; fome-

time-
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times ec1ipfing, fometimes edipfed by one 
another. 

The fenre of the enlightened and impar­
tial nwltitude begins to look with an equal 
eye on the veterans of corruption] and the 
pretenders to patriotifm, on the worn out tool 
of a court, and the muihroom of a much abufed 
popularity, ridiculoufly iliot up to a cedar­
height. It now judges of both, by the tenor 
and tendency of their conduCt; and doos not 
pafs its opinion on them without firft aiking 
itfc1f that moil: e11~ntial quefiion, (( lVhat 
'< ha've they aClltolly done, or what are they 
< < capable of doing?" To which the fair 
obvious anfwer would fo often be " No­
H thing, or ~'c;l/e than nothing." 

In ihort, if this is not the true reprefen­
tation of our prefent condition or of 7'bings as 
they are, it may, at leafi, be hoped that to 
no Briton will it be imputed as a very high 
crime or mifdemeanour, that he thould 
devoutly wilh that they wert Jo. 
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T· . HE reader will be pleafed to obferve 
that the {heets relative to the K- of 

p--, were printed long before the news 
arrived of the check his arms are faid to 
have received. Nothing could indeed be 
more mean, more unmanly than any I(,J­

foning againfi: his conduCl: or our un:cn 
with him, from that event. But {urely 
thofe who were never dazzled with his lUC­

ceffes at their height, and even argued on 
a prefumption of his continuing to pUQ1 his 
viCtories beyond the walls of Vienna, can 
little be fuppofed capable of that wretched 
vulgarifin of judging him by his fortune and 
not by the nature and truth of things. So far 
too from their exulting in any calamities that 
may befall him, none would perhaps be mo[e 
fincerely afRiCl:ed for them than they would 
be, and that on the very Britifh principle fQf 
which they differed fa widely from the po .. 
pular opinion for conneCting the caufe of 
Britain with his. To fear a bad fuccefs and 
to willi it are certainly fentiments that far 
from imply one another. 

FIN IS .. 
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