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aured only by miles, which only feed snipes. He empl/)ys 
him!lelf in feeding horses and dogs, and in hunting foxes. 
His whole employment is amusement. He has a residenco 
near Mallow, in Cork, and anuther at Uastleconnell, in Li­
mericl.. Horses and dogs to hunt and eat corn and meal; 
idle servants to eat bread and meat; a river, like a toea 
broken out of bounds, rolling and roaring through his de­
mesne, with water-power equal to the mill-wheels of a world 
-is also kept idle: those are the signs of what Sir Richard de 
Burgho does or is likely to do, with the exception that he is at 
law with Mr James l\i'Nab, endeavouring to eject him from 
the farm on some informality in the lease. A similar lease 
under which 1\Ir Watson, another tenant, held, has been ab­
rogated, owing to the legal technicalities not being complied 
with, and it is generally feared that l\Ir l\l'N ab's lease will be 
broken in the same way. 

Had he taken the bog on lease, and kept it to breed snipes 
and frogs, miasmatic fevers and famine, he might have held it 
without his lease being questioned. But to have cattle and 
corn, and healthy farm fields, and to have much to sell to a 
population who require much, and the profit going into his 
pocket, strikes the mind of the De Burgho, chief of an ancient 
race, as an injustice to him, and he must try to get a share to 
help him to maintain his dignity, his hounds, horses, and idle 
servants. The lawYArs tell him how to get, not only a share, 
but the whole; and so he goes to law. 

The more honest, and 1 shall venture to say the more ho­
nourable and dignified way of getting possession of such f::trIll 
fields as those brought from beneath the barren moss by James 
M'Nab, to beautify a country and feed its people, is for Sir 
Richard de Burgho to go to work and clear a bog for himself. 
He has many more to begin upon. Hundreds of people in 
Castleconnell and O'Brien's Bridge are without work and 
food; the corn, and meal, and bread, and meat which he feeds 
idle horses, dogs, and servants upon, would afford them wages 
and food to begin work upon. 

At all events, his success in taking Mr 'Vatson's property 
from him, and his attempt to take that of Mr M'Nab, though 
both held on lease, will not encourage other men of capital 
and enterprise to try to create fertility and fulness out of bar­
renness and famine. And, if he succeeds, one other warning 
will be given to agriculturists to put their money in the bank, 
even at a low per centage, rather than risk it in the cultiva­
tion of land, as ~fr Robert O'Brien says they do. 

This gentleman proceeds to say-
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" The tillage is carried on with a very small amount of capi. 
tal by the 'free crop' system. And if they do purchaso 
manure, they consume the crop in such a way as to yield lit­
tle return to the capital, and, by their crops, take out of the 
land rather more than they put into it. Hence the frequent 
failures in the overworked soil." 

The term" free crop" is thus explained :-
" The labourer, not having land of his own, gathers, during 

the year, heaps of manure, and in spring applies t? the far· 
mers who have land and not manure, who suffer hIm to put 
the manure on the land and cultivate a crop of potatoes; 
and, according to the quality of the land, sometimes a sum 
of money is paid, varying from 48. to L. J per quarter of an 
Irish acre, in addition to the manure, by the labourer." 

It is always on very poor land where this "free crop" of 
the labourer is permitted. Much of his own time and all the 
time of his family is employed in collecting this manure on the 
roads, while, strange to say, the very farmer on whose farm it 
is to be applied-on lanrl exhauste(l by three, four, or five 
crops without manure-is allowing the streamlets and rivers to 
carry away the natural riches of his cow sheds, stables, and 
farm yard. This waste of manure is universal; but the free 
crop system is not universal. 

Having explained the meaning of that term, Mr O'Brien 
proceeds to say that no attempt to establish agricultural 
societies has succeeded, because the only parties having an 
interest in tillage or a desire to see it extended, are the poor­
est of the farmers, not able to support agricultural societies; 
and-

"The gentry generally hold rich lands, which are kept for 
pasture, and do not as a class feel so direct a sympathy with 
those who occupy the waste and poor lands. A farmer, with 
little or no capital, through the medium of conacre and free 
cropA, can sufficiently manage to hold a tillage farm; but he 
must have capital to hold it as a pasture farm. The conse­
quence of such tillage tends to the impoverishment of the land, 
and it is for this reason that so many landlords have inserted 
covenants in their leases against breaking pasture land." 

Mr Smith O'Brien is one of those who do so, while he 
amuses himself with crying for a repeal of the union, as if it 
would repeal the co"enants between him and his tenants. If 
he would (10 h!s part as a landlord towards providing that food 
for I~eland whIch he blames the government for not providing, 
he wIll repeal those covenants, and set himself to teach his 
tenants how to make their farms productive of food; he will 
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build habitable houses for them and for the cattle, and con­
trive to drain the meadow springs into the rivulets, instead of 
allowing the ri vulets to take tho farm-yard manure. 

Mr Robert O'Brien continues-
" Generally, it may be established as a rule, that it is only 

the poor lands which have been cottiered, (tilled by a cottier 
tenantry;) for, while the population is yery large and poor on 
the hilly lands, you may find but a comparatively small popu­
lation on the rich lands." 

This has arisen from the clearance system. Under the old 
forty shilling freeholds, pl'evious to 1829, the people, if cleared 
from the rich lands on the levels, were sent to the mountains 
to farm there, for the sake of their votes. l\Iany of the hills 
were occupied by those people rent free, for the sake of their 
votes; but when they were disfranchised they were calletl ul,on 
to pay rent, and ejected wherever the land was worth taking 
possession of, if they did not pay rent. If thus cleared away 
there, they swelled the measure of pauperism in the towns; 
if left there, they became the parents of pauper families on tho 
hills. All that the landlords of the leye!", did or cared for 
was to keep them. either on the hills or in the towns, or to 
get them off to England or Americ'a, or anywhere, so [If; they 
did not come down to take the grass from the horned cattle 
which were feeding to go to Eniland for rent. 

Mr O'Brien proceeds thus, in corroboration of similar "bte­
ments made by me in previous letters, before I knew that I 
had such a valuable witness-

" The consolidation of farms is generally that of a number 
of small farms in tillage, giving subsistence and labour to 
whole families, into large pasture farms not rcqnio'ng any 
labonr ; for a single herdsman, who receives no money wages, 
will be able to do all the labour required on a large farm, 
which, if kept in tillage, would employ a great many 
hands." 

Yet on the farms of Cahermoyle, belonging to l\Ir Smith 
O'Brien, and on others near them, even the herdsmen have 
been all the winter and spring on t.he relief lists of the Board 
of Works, the farmers, to save the herdsman',.; diet in the 
farm-houses, consenting to let some sister, or aunt, or mother, 
do the herding, that the herdsman might go and earn one 
shilling and fourpence per day on the relief works, an amount 
of wages never paid, never heard of, never dreamt of in that 
part of the country before-w:lges which even Mr Smith 
O'.Brien, while railing at the government for not paying 
enough, would not come within fourpence of to his labourers 
in Cahermoyle demesne. 
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Relative to the increase of pauper gentry, Mr Robert 
O'Brien sa)'8-

"The great value of lan(l during the war induced many 
who were of a respectable farming class to sublet their lands, 
and set up to be gentlemen; and one frequently meets with 
people who say their father had L.IOO, L.200, &c. a-year out 
of such and such lands." 

This is another testimony against war, and against any 
policy of government, peaceful or warlike, which shall force 
consumption faster than production. Armies are paid out 
of taxes upon industry, and hundreds of thousands of working 
men and women are drawn from employment nationally pro­
fitable to supply the armies with food and clothing which is 
nationally unprofitable. It is another testimony against 
forcing money into circulation in greater amount than the 
industry of the nation requires to keep it in motion. A large 
supply of money let loose, or forced into circulation, does not 
necessarily give an impulse to industry and to the production 
of real national wealth. Its good or evil effects depend on 
the currents it gets into-whether it sets people to consume 
without producing something that is useful to others, or sets 
them to produce more than they consume. In the time of 
the war it not only excited a vast consumption, but from the 
universal ignorance of industrial economy which then prevailed 
-and which, though not universal, still prevails-the occu­
piers of land, when the flood-tide of an over-high circulation 
maoe eddies at their doors, ceased to work, and ceased to 
direct the money which flowed to their doors to the farm-fields 
to pay for more labour, to produce more corn; they took the 
money and retired with it to eat corn without working; they 
set themselves up as consumers, ceased to be producers, with­
drew the national capital from production, and turned the 
current into a wrong channel. 

The Irish members of Parliament, in crying for money to 
be poured into Ireland, and also in seeking to have a larger 
number of idle consumers compelled to reside in the country 
-the absentee landlords, horses, hounds, and non-producing 
servants-do not seem to know that more consumption without 
more production will only make the country poorer. Mr Smith 
O'Brien, who proposed a few weeks ago to enforce the resi­
dence of landowners, under a penalty of a tax of ten per cent. 
on their incomes, is himself an instance of a landlord who 
takes rent, buys food, clothes, and personal service with 
the rent, and adds no value to his land or to anything on the 
land. 

Even those who get together a few thousand pounds by 
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trade in Limerick, or in other Irish towns, with the exception 
probably of Belfast, set up as gentry. A tradesman with 
L.IO,OOO in the bank, thinks it time to retire from business, 
and hunt, and keep a carriage and servants. The English 
manufacturers and merchants do not withdraw from business, 
to keep;:;' retinue of servants and animals to consume food 
and clothing, and produce nothing, as soon as they have the 
means of retiring to be gentry out of business. They add the 
profits of one year to the capital of the year before, and do 
more business, create a greater amount of the necessarie!'; and 
comforts of human requirements, and enable a greater number 
of human creatures to obtain them. 

No. XXYI. 
On the Value of Small Farms. 

Small farms are a favourite theme with certain parties in 
England. To relieve the competition for labour they would 
introduce a competition for land. Let us glance at the results 
of competition for lana in Ireland, and the evidence shewing 
how many acres are required in different counties to maintain 
a small farmer and his family. 

ANTRIM :-Mr John O'Hara, a farmer who follows an 
improved style of agriculture, was asked :-" Can you state tlte 
smallest quantity of land upon whiclt, in .1/0111' opinion, a fa I'IlIe/' 

could support himself without extraneous assistance, suclt as 
manufactures or anything else~" 

" I would not say less than ten or twelve acres, (Irish, equi­
valent to sixteen or nineteen English,) from the mode of fUJ'lning 
wldclt is at present practised." 

He gives the details of the cultivation of 8 acres, 15 perches, 
26t yards English measure, under a rotation of crops, and 
shews, at the end of the statement, " Balance for the labourer 
and his family, L.l4: 8s." 

I do not find any other witness in Antrim giving evidence 
on the same subject. 

ARMAGH.-Mr Blacker, land-agent :-" It is considered in 
England that twelve acres are fully sufficient for the support 
of a family, but in Sussex five acres have been found sufficient. 
According to the ordinary method of culture it would require 
a great deal more, but in the case alluded to in Sussex the 
improved method of culture is carried into effect; the hous€­
feeding and tanks have produced their effects. 

CARLOw.-No evidence on this subject. 
CAYAK.-None. 
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CJ.ARE.-Rev. Mr Corbett, parish priest:-" Six or seven 
acres (nine and a half to eleven English) are sufficient to sup­
port a family on an improved system of agriculturc." 

Mr Gibson, farmer :-" The smallest farm upon which a 
family can support themselvcs is from thirteen to sixteen Eng­
lish acres of medium land." 

Mr Keane, land-agent :-" From seven to ten English acres 
are sufficient to support a family." 

It is necessary to ob:,l'I'\'c, however, that the support of a 
family is reckoned from the standard of diet common to 
Ireland. In the succeeding quotations I have rendered the 
I I'i~h acres into English to avoid the repetition of both mea­
sures. 

CORK.--l\fr Barry, farmer :-" The smallest farm sufficient 
to support a farmer and family is thirty-two acres." 

MI' Biggs, farmer and land proprietor :-" Lc~s than thirty­
two acres of average land is insufficient to support a family." 

Mr Burke, land proprietor :-" Less than thirteen or sixteen 
acres is not sufficient to maintain a farmer and family." 

~Ir De la Cour, land-agent :-" Thirty-two acres are capable 
of supporting a family." 

Mr Hunt, land-agent :-" Farms of from thirty-two to 
forty-eight acres requisite to support families:' 

DONEGAL.-No direct evidl'nce is tendered on this subject in 
Donegal. But on the l'state of Lord George Hill., at Gwee­
dore, which has attracted much public notice, the farms Yary 
in size from four and three-quarter acres to sixteen. By a 
new system of culture those farms were Sill I] loscd to be per­
forming a great social revolution among the rural population. 
Lord George Hill published •. Fads from Gweedore ;" and the 
persons engaged in the effort of dividing all the land of Great 
Britain into farms of two, three, and fuUl' acres, republished 
the "facts" to strengthen them in their efforts in ,r orcester­
"hire and Hertfordshire. But it is also a fact tha t the tenants 
of G\\'l'l,tlon' an' without food, and would han' died on their 
fanns but for the corn which commerce has brought from 
fureign shores to sllpply them, and but for the funds which the 
commercial :-trcll!::th of England has supplied to buy that corn. 

DowN.-Mr ~hannall Crawford, land proprietor and M.P.: 
-" I think that the portion of land which a labollrillQ man 
should have would in Flome degree dl'pend on t/te c,ricnt of 
fJlJIl'lf)//iill'llt 1/./t icl~ lie Cf)uld pet; if he has constant employment 
by hirl'(l labour, or anything approaching to it, he would 
re!}uire less land. If he is tu be dependent for his subsistence 
on the land he holds he would rC"luire more. But I am of 
opinion that a man wholly dependent on the land he holds for 
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support, could support himself and his family comfortably 
having six statute acres of land, and be capable of paying a 
fair rent, provided he applied it in the best manner to the 
production of food." 

Mr Orawford goes on to say that two acres may be made 
to grow the food for a family, if that family has emphyment 
elsewhere than on those two acres to earn wnges. There need 
be no question about that; the question arises upon the 
getting of the wages. If it were possible for all the working 
men of Lancashire to have two acres and their workshop 
wages, the small farm system would be an excellent thing. 
But they cannot live upon two acres in \Vorcestershire and 
work in the workshops of Lancashirp. 

DUBLIN.-No evidence. ~or would it be applicable if there 
was. The county of Dublin is small, and the produce of tho 
miniature farms is sold in the city, and shippc(i to England to 
people engaged in trade. According to Mr O'Oonnor's book 
on Small Farms, the intention is to divide Great Britain, for 
the direct purpose of destroying the manufacturing system. 
Yet he calculates all the prices to be received for farm produce 
sold and consumed off the farm to be the same as the prices 
of 1843, the year when the book was written. 

FERMANAGH.-Mr Mail' and 111' Mylne :-" \Ve are both 
agriculturists, brought from Scotland by Lord Erne, to 
instruct the farmers in improved cultivation. House feed­
ing has been much introduced since \Ye came here among 
the small farmers. They are feeling the benefit of the 
improved system very much. (~Ir Mylne)-Ten acres is 
small enough for any farmer. (111' l\Iair)-I think if he has 
nobody but himself, five is enough for him to work by the 
spade. It will take two men to labour ten acres by the 
spade." 

" You think a man could maintain himself on five acres ?"­
" Yes; if they have large families they could go out to 
service." 

But if each family in the kingdom had five acres, and there 
were no manufactures and commerce, existing exclusively as 
sueh, where would be the sen-ice to go to? And when there 
was no service to go to, nor commercial cities, nor manufac­
turing districts, where would be the farms of five acres? They 
would be divided among the children as they grew up, as the 
case is now in Ireland and France, and reduced to perches and 
farm ridges measured only by the yard. 1f not so divided, 
tho children would have to go to try their hands at trade 
again; make an effort to establish manufactures and commerce 
again. \\Tould it not be as well to let them remain, and let 
every working man endeavour to raise himself, and help to 
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raise those around him, above his present social level, by the 
acquiRit.ion of property which he can hold, and still retain his 
employment in the places of manufactures and commerce? 

G ALWAY.-l{e\·erend i\Ir Griffin, parish prieRt :-" Farms of 
four and three quarters acres of good land, near the sea, for 
manure, are sufficient to maintain a family, if employed in the 
fisheries. " 

KERHy.-1\Ir Holme, land-agent :-" Farms of fourteen and 
sixteen acres are sufficient, if cultivated by spade, to support 
and supply labour to a family." 

KILDARE.-~lr 'Vilson, farmer and agent :-" Competition 
for small farms very great." 

KILKENNy.-l\lr Reade, land proprietor :-" The size of 
farms is becoming smaller from the increase of population. 
Less than sixteen acres not sufficient to support a farmer." 

KING'S COUNTy.-:\Ir Lacy, farmer :-" A farm of sixteen 
acres is the least which can support a family." 

Mr J. H. 'Valsh, land proprietor, of King's County, and 
intimately connected \yith the parish of Drum, in Roscommon, 
presented a statement carefully drawn up, setting forth the 
number of acres occupied by three classes of occupants, their 
rents and social condition. The most important portions are 
here quoted; but it must not be forgotten that the dietary of 
the farmers and families refers to 18H and years of ordinary 
prosperity, when dependent on their acres of land, and not, as 
in 1847. when the commerce of England is feeding them from 
foreign shores. 

" Total small farms, 838. Of these there are, first class, 
J 46; in second class, 484; in third class, 208. The average 
acres of the holdings is ten English acres ; rent, L.6: 15 : 8 
each farm. (The precise measure of each seems to be omitted.) 

"Diet-Class I.-Potatoes and milk in abundance; oatmeal, 
butter, and eggs, four months; meat six or eight times in the 
veal's. 
. "Class n.-Potato\';; ; milk half the year; butter, eggs, and 
meal occasionally; meat twice a-year. 

"Olass I1I.-Potatoes insufficient; milk, none; eggs and 
meal rarely; meal perhaps twice a-year." 

LEITRIM.-Reverend Mr Evers, parish priest :-" The ave­
rage size of farms is six or eight acres; many from two to four 
acres. It requires a farm to contain from eight to twelve 
acres to support a family." 

LIMERICK.-Mr Roche, farmer :-" A farm of sixteen acres 
sufficient to support a family comfortably." 

i\Ir Monsell, land proprietor, states that there is no class of 
labourers in Limerick county who depend entirely on money 
wages. He pays some of hill labourers by giving them land, 
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they paying the rent in labour; and to others he gives con acre, 
potato ground for one crop only. He says he endeavours to 
regulate the wages in some degree according to the size of the 
families, by giving one shilling in summer and ten pence in 
winter; "no other person in the county," he says, "giving 
more than eightpence." 

In the letter dated from Rathkeale, which gave an account 
of the county as seen from the road between Limerick and 
that place, the agriculture was probably made to appear better 
than it really is. I mentioned the village of Patrick's Well. 
Mr Monsell, speaking of his attendance at the petty sessions 
as a magistrate at that place, says, on the 26th of Aug. 1844-

" It is decidedly desirable to have my labourers holding their 
ground immediately from myself. There was a curious in­
stance occurred at the petty sessions at Patrick's 'VeIl on 
Friday last; there was a man who appeared before us, and it 
came out in the course of his examination that he paid thirty 
days' work for four perclws of gronnd, and lte built a honse upon 
the ground Milbselj. The person he held from helo eight acres 
and a-half, and he paid L.:~ : 8 : 5 per acre, the outside value 
of the land being about L.2 the acre. He held it from a mid­
dleman, and that middleman from another, and he held it 
again from the head landlord; and I should say such cases are 
not rare." 

Here we have the competition for land producing five gra­
dations of tenant misery, the lowest tenant paying for four 
perches of land, the work of thirty days, and building his 
hovel besides. Yet with those appalling facts known to him, 
Mr Feargus O'Connor, himself an Irish middleman once, and 
deriving whatever knowledge he has of agriculture from his 
experience as a middleman who lived on the rents of a wretched 
under tenancy, attempts to introduce this pernicious com­
petition for land in England, by parcelling the English soil 
into two acre, three acre, ami four acre farms to begin with. 
At least he attempts to make the working-men of England 
believe that they would be independent of the wages of labour 
and the competition in wages if they had the land. 

Mr Monsell proceeds:-
" Subl&tting and dividing of farms still continues; chiefly in 

the way of people endeavouring to divide even very small farms 
for the sake of allocating portions to their children." 

Would not all England, if divided, as propounded by Mr 
Feargus O'Oonnor, into small farms of four acres, have to be 
divided again to allocate portions to chartist children! Listen 
to the questions and answers which expose the poverty of those 
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parts of Ireland where the population in desperation are still 
able to get some of the land to divide ;-

" ~That, in your opinion, is the general effect of the system t' 
-" The general effect is to produce wretchedness and misery 
beyond description. The condition of the labourers who dl) 
not receive constant employment is very miserable indeed. I 
have had occasion to make a list of the persons in my parish, 
in which there is a good deall)f employment given to the poor, 
and they are a good deal looked after, and I find the people 
are in general in a very destitute state. Out of 600 or 700, 
there are 158 in a state of very great destitution; they are in 
a state of great poverty, because they are only partly em­
ployecl." 

Yet those people have, on an average, more than the breadth 
of land to each family that is to be allotted to the chartist 
prizeholders in England; and it is better land than that at 
O'Uonnorville, or any other in the county of Hertford. It may 
be alleged that t.he rent in Ireland eats up the produce and 
the profit, and that the chartist prizeholders would be diffe­
rently circumstanced, having no rent to pay. But their liabi­
lities are equal to a heavy rent at the very outset; while the 
absence of rent does not save the occupiers from destitution 
when the land is minutely subdivided. 1\1r Monsell continues: 

"There is one spot in the parish where the proprietor al­
lowed people to settle and charg-ed them no rent, and the state 
of absolute destitution in which those people are it is impossi­
ble to describe." (This was in 18·14.) 

"Are those people, generally speaking, willing to work if 
they can get it !"-" Yes, perfectly willing." 

One source of the delusion under which working men in 
England have been induced to become shareholders in Feargus 
O'Connor's land company is the fictitious quantity of produce 
alleged by him to be derivable from the land. 

But I shall not at present pursue the subject further. The 
English working population have neither been so well cared 
for, nor have they cared so well for themselves, as should have 
been and as will be; but it is not by a system of general pau­
peI'ism upon minute portions of land that they are to make a 
change for the better-they must go forward, not turn back. 
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No. XXVII. 
Journey from Bauagher to Birr, King's County. 

I found myself a few days ago seated on one of Bianconi's 
cars with a clergyman of the Established Church. Our con­
versation turned upon topics of common inteJ:est, which I have 
not before written of in this series of letters. I t is therefore 
repeated here. 

Whistler- '\Thy is this arch broken down half the width of 
the road ~ It seems dangerous to drive here, even in daylight; 
it must be worse at night; why is the arch broken ~ 

Clergyman-It was broken by the people, in the night time, 
three months ago, under the illll'l'l'i'sion, silly cl'eatures, that 
they would prevent the transport of meal from Birr to the 
Shannon. The mills at Birr grind meal, and it is taken by 
this road to Shannon harbour, and from thcnco by canal to 
Dublin. The poor ignorant people saw it going, and fearing 
that nono would be left in King's county, they attempted to 
break down the bridges-this and another between Banagher 
and Birr. They found the masonry too hard for them to 
make fast progress, and the police were brought upon them 
before they got more mischief done than you see. The 
peasantry here are very ignorant. 

Wltistler-I am glad to have at last met an Irish gentleman 
who does not justify such an interference with the free buying, 
selling, and p,arrying of corn and flour. 

C!('J".(f.'l"lan- 'Vhat ! am I to understantl by your saying so, 
that you have met any person, holding a respectable position 
in society, who has justified such an interference with the 
conveyance of corn and flour ~ 

lVltistlt'r-The county newspaper, the county gentlemen, 
magistrates, priests, and all the clergy whom I have hitll\'rto 
met in conversation, until I met you, not only have justified 
such an interference, they have advocated it, and condemned 
the government in angry words because such violence to the 
free buying, selling, and transport of food has not been general 
throughout Ireland. The last time I was in a clergyman's 
society he said that Lord John Russell was answerable for all 
the deaths arising from famine in Ireland. He I'aid the 
government should have interfered to bring down the prices 
of corn and meal, and to take the trade out of the hands of 
the merchants. 

Clergyman-And so do I say. Indeed I am as forward as 
anyone you will find to sn,y thn,t government is an,,;werable 
for the starvation of the people. But there is no analogy 
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between that and the poor ignorant people breaking down the 
bridge to interrupt the traffic of the road, is there ~ 

lVltisffel'-There is. Tho analogy would be perfect, the 
ignorance, errOl', and mischief the same in both cases, were it 
not that the education and ability to reflect calmly of gentle­
men like yourself makes your case worse than that of the igno­
rant peasantry. You would have government to do violence 
to the usual channels of commerce, which are as indispensable 
to the procurance of food and its minute distribution over the 
kingdom, as those roads and bridges are over the King's county. 

Glel'pyman- \Vell now, really, upon my word you surprise 
me-quite surprise me; do you compare and class together a 
crime of an ignorant and excited mob of people with an act 
which would have been the glory of an enlightened ministry, 
if we had been blest with' one ? 

TV/listler-But I deny that the ministry which would have 
undertaken the task of buying corn and grinding and distri­
buting meal to the whole Irish nation would have been 
a blessing, on the contrary, it would haye been a curse to 
Ireland and to England. The merchants are now bringing 
corn in such quantitip,s that the prices are falling every day, 
and wi:! fall. Had the Queen's ministers gone into the corn 
markets of the world, instead of the merchants, they couId not 
have bought such quantities of corn but at an enormous price, 
if at all. They must have paid the merchants to buy t.he corn, 
and have competed for the freightage of ships. As it is, the 
merchants buy the corn without being paid by government to 
do so, and they get ships to carry it without government com­
peting with them and raising the price of freights. And had 
government not gone into the markets of the world, but 
passed a law or decree that corn, when brought here by the 
merchants, should be sold at a certain low price-the mer­
chants, supposing this law to have been applied to them in the 
autumn of last year, would not have been now pouring in the 
hundreds of heavily laden corn ships eyery week into all the 
ports of the kingdom. vV' e should now have corn high in 
price, with absolute famine for the whole kingdom, which 
even mercantile enterprise could not subdue. As it is, we 
have now a fair prospect of corn at a moderate price. 

The clergyman remains silent for several minutes. \ V e 
meet and pass a jaunting car, on which is seated Mr Jones, 
the engineer of the Board of VV orks, and another gentleman, 
and he asks our driver who the other gentleman with Mr 
Jones is. The driver supposes him to be one of the assistant 
engineers. We go a quarter of a mile further, and pass some 
men and women breaking stones for the roads, and an over-
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seer and a check-clerk measuring some of the stone heaps to 
settle the payment. 'Ye go a little farther, and meet a pay­
clerk of the Board of 'Y orks on a car, with a guard of polico 
over him and the money he carries. At last my reverend 
companion speaks. 

Look there! see what mismanagement, to have all those offi­
cials under the Board of Works, drawing the money in salaries 
which the poor people should receive as relief. The last pub­
lished return of persons employed and of ca"h paid by the 
Board of Works-the return for the week ending on the 20th 
of March, gives-here it is; I have it in my pocket-book­
gives a total of 68.5,932 persons, of whom 664,432 were on the 
roads, and 20,490 employed on drainage. The cost of the 
whole was L.228,940, of which sum the superintendence costs 
not less than L.2~,45t. Is it not monstrous that so many 
persons at such salaries should be employed in the superinten­
dence of those works, and yet with their great absorption of 
the public money acting most inefficiently, and not giving sa­
tisfaction to anyone? 

lVltistler.-And not giving satisfaction though well paid. 
Even good pay does not seem powerful enough to obtain a 
thoroughly practical staff of working public officers. Time 
and practice are required before 12,000 men can fully under­
stand their several duties and perform them efficiently. But 
if 12,000 officers are required for these relief works, which are 
chiefly in digging earth and breaking stones, and are not able, 
numerous though they be, to keep the people honest in the 
handling of shovelful;> of earth and barrowfuls of stones, nor 
quite able to keep all of themselves honest, how many officers 
do you think would hase been required to buy corn over all 
the world, ship it at foreign ports, land it in Irish ports, hire 
storehouses for it, send it to the mills to be ground, pay for 
conveyance and for grinding, sell the meal wholesale at the 
mills and stores, and retail in every parish and village in Ire­
land; keeping accounts in ledgers, for the satisfaction of par­
liament, of every pound weight and half pound of meal sold? 
Has it been a subject of calculation with you, to try to reach, 
even at a guess, the number of' officials who would have been 
required to carryon a system of government corn and provi­
sion dealing, and book-keeping of that magnitude? They 
would have to be reckoned, not by thousands, as the engineers 
and overseers on the relief works are, but by hundreds of 
thousands. All the clerks, book-keepers, and mercantile ser­
vants in the United Kingdom would have been ealled from 
private employment, and would have been still too few in num­
ber. A supervision to secure honesty would have been utterly 
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impossible. Peculation and fraud would have been universal. 
Merchants would have ceased to engage in the corn trade, and 
government would have been obliged to engage the merchanttl 
as public servants. Supplies of corn would not and could not 
have poured into the country as they are now pouring in. \Ve 
should have had one vast mass of fainine, fraud, robbery, and 
rum. 

The Clergyman is again silent. The "Thistler, as the car 
jolts and jingles alollg, and some more wretched looking people 
are passed breaking stones on the roadside, pulls from his 
pocket a small volume and reads. The Clergyman secs tne 
title of it on the back of the boards, and says-

I see you have got the" Black Prophet," Carleton's" Tale 
of the Irish Famine." \Vhat do you think of Darby Skinadre, 
the meal-dcaler. in that book? 

Wilistler-lle is repreiJented as ill-looking, as a hypocrite, 
a usurer, a miser, a cheat, and a coward. None of those 
qua,lities are amiable; when all are combined they certainly 
make up a most odious man. 

GteI'I/!liI/(( /1-Y et a man sketched from reality. He is only 
a fair specimen of a griping crew of usurers and misers who 
horde up meal and sell it in times of distress in Ireland. 

TYkistler-Do no honest men horde up meal and sell it ~ 
The exalted virtue of doing so seems worthy of an honest 
man! . 

Clergyman- \Vhat! horde up the meal and sell it at an 
extravagant usurious price! It is hardly like the work of an 
honest man. 

Whistler-As Mr Carleton makes Darby Skinadre the only 
meal-dealer of his district, and makes all the people obliged 
to resort to him for meal, what would have become of those 
people if Darby Skinadre had not had meal to sell to them ~ 
vVould they not have perished utterly? Instead of being a 
cruel hard-hearted man, he \Vas a benefactor whom they should 
have blessed and prayed for. 

GleJ'.'7.'l',iwn-But the extortion of the man is the point in 
his character reprobated. 

Wltistler-Then they should have prayed for more meal­
dealers, or have endeavoured to make more meal-dealers, and 
prices would have been kept down by competition. 

Clergyman-They would more probably have been kept up 
by combination. 

lVIt istlel'- \Vhen there is less food than enough, the prices 
go up, and no combination can kcl'p them down. \Vhen there 
is more food than enough, no combination can l,eep them up, 
nor get them up. But the real question is this :-As a sense of 
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self-preservation-an affection for children, for wife, parents, 
home, country-as neither duty to neighbours nor duty to 
God would teach the inhabitants of Darby Skinadre's country 
to provide meal for themselves, not for an unforeseen famine, 
but for a frequent occurrence of want regular almost as the 
return of the summer months, (so we are informed in ~Ir 
Carleton's tale, and so also in the great blue books of the Devon 
Commission,) other human motives operated to provide meal for 
them-a desire to adventure in speculation and to realize a 
high profit. When there was less famine, Darby would get 
less profit; when there was no famine he would gd no profit. 
We may infer that in some years he would have a dead loss, as 
the farmers who bought from him in time of famine, and who 
found enough on theil' own farms in time of plenty, would not 
in the latter case resort to his shop. To induce him to adven­
ture in the trade of meal at all he must have looked for profit, 
and have got one year of gain to pay the losses of years with­
out gain. l\Ir Carleton is a forcible writer. In proportion to 
his literary power is the force of the satire he has written on 
his humble countrymen, unwittingly, while intending only 
to satirize the most useful class of men which can exist in 
the time of famine-men with meal to sell. Had ("l,ptain 
Bligh, with his boat's crew, when deserted by the mutineers 
of the Bounty, not apportioned the small store to the breadth 
of the ocean before them, he would not have saved that crew. 
But he had eleven days' allowance to spare when he reached 
the haven he had sailed for. Hall not Darbv Skinadre 
stored up meal, l\Iave Sullivan could not have "been gene­
rous, nor could she have lived to be married. Darby is 
made to look odious in personal appearance because he 
sells meal in a time of famine. A Galway fox-hunter, ac­
cording to that style of literary cant-a cant not peculiar 
to Mr Carleton, but to all our popular novelists-would have 
been a fine-looking, gallant fellow, generous and worthy of 
every man's esteem and every lady's love, though he kept half 
a county in a state of agricultural disorder and waste. A 
legend of the goose that was killed for the gulden eggs is the 
kind of story which should be written to illustrate an Irish 
famine. No subject ever probed by novelist's pen abounds 
with better materials for dramatic situations, pathetic narra­
tive, natural description, and sound, healthy sentiment. 

C1er,qyman-Perhaps you will write it? 
TVkiotler-It does not follow that I can, because I say it 

might be written, yet it is possible that I may try. The col'll 
fielJ and the flowery meadow, the busy workshop and the 
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manufacturing town; the struggle of the sound sentiment 
with the false; the rise and fall of tho men who are apostlcs 
of the one or victims of the other; territorial feudalism cling­
ing to the skit·ts of advancing commerce to hold it back, that 
it may still be governed by it; the principle of progress strug­
gling for existence and space to advance among the millions 
of working men, some of whom clear a way for it and help it on, 
others of whom fell it on the head with sledge hammers. The 
actors in this mighty drama are of every social degree: Squires, 
whosa office is to halloo the hounds and keep human progress 
under foot; merchants, whose office it i" to gird the earth with 
brotherhood; manufacturers, whose destiny it is to rise in power 
and position above the lords of territory; lords of territory 
who open their eye,'\ and discover that they havc been in error, 
and who join with the rest of mankind, and march on gloriously 
in the front ranks of progress; lonls of tl'l'l'itory who will not 
open their eyes and see that the great tide of time is leaving 
them; wivcs, children, hope, love, joy, sorrow. famine, pesti­
lence, self-devotion, fire-sides, with happy children around 
them; SUlllmer corn, green and growing; han('sts ripe and 
plentiful, and human hopes ripening like the corn-those are 
some of the materiaI~ which would readily rise to carry out 
and diffuse upon society the healthy doctrines of industrial 
economy. If I do not attempt the task it will rather be that 
I mistrust my power to do it justice than the possibility of 
making the subject popular. If I do attempt it, I shall do so 
in the belief that I am performing for soci0ty a senitI". 

No. XXVIII. 

COl. LOONEY, CUl':';TY OF ~LJGO. 

The county of Sligo is in most rl'speds similar to 1\1ayo 
already written of in these letters, by which it is bounded on 
the west. It has on the south, part of ~Iayo and Roscom­
mon; on the east Leitrim-the Lancashire 'of two hundred 
years ag~; and on the west the Atlantic Ocean, which might 
carry Sligo over all the world, but which only carries it to 
the riverTIClyde in Scotland, to sell its butter, eggs, and oat­
meal. Ie p~ople of Glasgow who work in iron, coal, cotton, 
and other arttcles of national manufacture, consume and pay 
for the oats, oatmeal, and butter of Sligo and 1\1ayo. I shall 
devote the next letter, or part of it, to thouO'hts on industrial 
economy suggested by this fact-that the inhabitants of Ren-
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frewshire and Lanarkshire in Scotland, counties not more 
fertile than Mayo, Sligo, and Leitrim, not better stored with 
minerals, and less favourably situated for ocean transit, should 
be the chief wealth givers to l\Iayo, Sligo, and Leitrim, by 
paying for their agricultural produce. This letter shall take 
a general view of the county of Sligo. 

I t is forty-one miles long from east to west, and thirty­
eight miles broad from north to south, measured from its 
extremities. The town of Sligo is 131 miles north-west 
of Dublin. Its extent in acres is 461,753, of which 290,696 
are set down as arable, 151,723 uncultivated, 6134 in plant­
ations, 460 in towns, and 12,740 under water. The soil 
is variable, some of it on mountains, much of it level; some 
of it a light sandy loam which the wind makes sport of; other 
parts, and they are extensive, a deep loam of generous ferti­
lity. Bogs are interspersed. Limestone is the subsoil on the 
levels. It has several lakes and short rivers, but the rivers 
are strong though short, and they are not all idle as some of 
the great rivers are in other counties. They drive water­
wheels and grind meal, and perform other offices to help men 
to work. The falls on those streams unite the qualities of 
utility and beauty. 

The population in 1841 was] 80,886; their occupations are 
agricultural; oats, potatoes, and butter being the chief pro­
ducts. There is also some wheat grown, and the soil is suited 
to grow much more; but the climate is probably too moist 
for wheat; the moisture, however, would be favourable to 
green crops and stall-feeding, by which system only can 
manure be got and applied profitably to agriculture. But 
Sligo has no farm-buildings suitable for such a system, and 
few landlords if any willing or able to undertake their 
erection. 

The county contained, in 1841,7969 horses, 45,839 horned 
cattle, 32,708 sheep, 12,805 pigs, 164,372 head of poultry, 
and 3846 asses, all being of the estimated value of L.424,146. 

The town of Ballina being mostly in Mayo, though partly 
in Sligo, the latter county has no town containing more than 
2000 inhabitants, save that which gives the shire its name. 
The population of Sligo town is 12,272; they are a busy, 
industrious people, and by their industry difprove, so far as 
they are concerned, that general but doubtful assertion, that 
a Celtic population is not constitutionally fitted for commerce 
and industrial enterprise. 

We once used to hear that it was the Catholic religion 
which disqualified tho Irish for industrial enterprise. The 
people of Belgium, who are all Catholics, and at the same 

38 
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time marching in the front ranks of industry and civilisation, 
disprove that assertion; and we seldom hear of it now. But 
we hear now of the inferiority of the Celtic race to the Saxon. 
The leaders in Irish politics are, in some measure, to blame 
for provoking this odious comparison, at least for keeping it 
in activity. I, as a Saxon, do not believe in the natural inca­
pacityof the Celts for becoming a commercial people. We 
have Saxons in England as inapt for commerce, and seem­
ingly as ill ahle to search for and understand the true 
sources of all wealth, as any Connaught peasant; I allude to 
the mis-educated landed aristocracy. Suppose we look to the 
Celt, and see him affectionate to excess; full of love for the 
land of his birth; trustful in leaders who appeal to his gene­
rous confidence; faithful to the chieftains of the land; reve­
rential of traditional authoritv; a natural-born Conservative; 
all of which qualities are in themselves positive virtues; may 
we not see that his faithfulness to territorial chieftainship, his 
belief with the mis-edu~ated chieftains of territory that the 
land is the source of all wealth, has retained him on the land, 
and made him its serf and its pauper? 

To those qualities of constitution we may add his hardi­
hood in bearing fatigue and hunger; we may even add his 
contentedness with misery, which is a virtue of high quality 
degenerated into a vice, taken advantage of and abused by 
the objects of his social veneration, the landed chiefs of 
society. None of those qualities singly, nor all put together, 
afford a reason for believing the Celt disqualified by nature 
for commercial enterprise. But they afford a reason for his 
adherence to the land, and for his trustfulness in the landed 
chieftains, while their prejudices and contempt for the com­
mercial spirit and industrial adventurers of their country is a 
sufficient reason why the Oelt livincr on their land, clothed 
with tradition, bound with it, should ~ot readily forsake them 
a~d seek subsistence els3where. It is at this point that the 
VIrtue of. endurance and willing fellowship with misery ceases 
to be a VIrtue. 

The Saxon has, in some countries, but only in some, eman­
cipated himself from this bondage to acres of land and the 
owners of acres; and his race when once emancipated and free 
to taste the sweets of personal wealth, the excitement of com­
mercial enterprise goes fast forward. The Saxons of America. 
nev~r knew the bondage; had it not been broken in England, 
t~eIr ~oref~thers would never have peopled America. Hut the 
tune IS still recent when the English people lived in social 
wretchedness as deep as that of the Irish now with nothing 
but landlords above them, nothing but land b~lo'\v them, and 
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wry little but famine and pestilence on each side. And the 
time is still more recent when the Scotch were in that 
condition. 

The Saxon race, as represented by the English and ]ow­
land Scotch, would seem to have more aptitude for self·eman­
cipation than the Celtic race as represented in Ireland; or 
rather, more impatience under servitude, out of which arises 
the aptitude for commercial enterprise, which, practised 
through many generations, becomes the Saxon inheritance, 
and would become the inheritance of any race if that race 
were fairly set in motion. 

This view of the subject might be followed up by many 
proofs from the Irish in America, and from instances becoming 
more and more common in Ireland itself. Sligo, with a Celtic 
population, is one of the instances. But that town also 
affords a proof of the suicidal policy of landlordism. The 
grand jurors of the county, instead of rejoicing to see a ris­
ing town of commerce, to make a market for their farm pro­
duce; instead of helping that town to grow and become 
strong with a healthy trade, they see in it only a strength 
upon which they may lay a burthen. The expense of making 
county roads, of maintaining the county police, which are al­
most exclusively made and maintained for the benefit of the 
landed interests, has been laid upon the town, while, for the 
thoroughfares of the town itself, the county cess is withheld. 

The county of Sligo affords an instance of the feebleness of 
the "agricultural mind," even when turned in a right direc­
tion, which is worth relating; the more so as it is one of those 
cases sometimes referred to, to shew the impossibility of im­
proving the Celtic population :-

The Rev. Lewis Porter, rector of Drumard, went before the 
Land Commissioners in 1844, on behalf of Edward Joshua 
Cooper, Esq., of Marknee Castle in Sligo, owner of large 
estates, and at that time a member of parliament. He laid 
four documents before the commissioners, one of which was a 
letter from Mr Cooper, written in 1841, stating- that he would 
establish an industrial school on the estate, with workshops to 
clothe the people, and give them furniture and a model farm, 
to teach them agriculture. The second was a set of formal 
resolutions passed by certain gentlemen who called a meeting 
to thank Mr Cooper for his intentions; the third was a let­
ter written in very extravagant terms of prai~e, also thanking 
Mr Cooper for his intentions; and the fourth was a set of 
rules for the school and workshops. Four apprentices were 
to be taken and made tailors, four shoemakers, four smiths, 
and four carpenters. They were to be taught trades at Mr 
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Cooper's expense. So his letter stated; but it also stated 
that they were to be lodged, and dieted, and provided "with 
decent clothing" by their parents. They were to be bound to 
Mr Cooper for five years, but to be discharged sooner if found 
to be competent workmen. The agricultural pupils were also 
to be apprenticed five years. Only two pupils applied for ad­
mission to the school of agriculture, one of whoRl is some­
where in Clare, the rector says, and the other in Scotland, 
where he went to work as a labourer, having got a sman sum 
of money to carry him there. The farm and school did not 
pay their expenses, and were given up in two years and a 
half from the date of commencement. There were plenty of 
applications to the trades to be apprenticed; one shop had its 
full complement of four, the second had three, the third 
had three, and the fourth had two. But the tailors' shop was 
set on fire, and none of the shops were "encouraged by the 
people and the gentry, and the tenants," says the rector, as 
was expected. The people, it seems, who had tailors and shoe­
makers elsewhere did not all leave those tailors and shoe­
makers and go to M r Cooper's workshops and buy clothes and 
shoes. The scheme did not pay, and was abandoned, as the 
agricultural school was, in two years and a half. There was 
no religious nor political opposition to it, only the people 
would not buy the goods made in the shops in sufficient quan­
tity to make the scheme pay. l\Ir Cooper, disgusted with 
their ingratitude, disheartened, and his patience worn out, 
chose rather to lose L.IOOO, which the whole buildings, tools, 
fixtures, and masters had cost him, than go on longer and 
lose more. So, returning to Brighton, from whence his first 
letter was dated, to tell them how ungrateful and imprac­
ticable the Celtic Irish are, he sent the rector of the parish 
also to tell the Devon Commissioners that it was of no use to 
try to elevate the I~ish. He, Mr Cooper, had tried shoemaking, 
tailoring, carpentering, and smith work in general, for two 
years and a half, and though his apprentices were bound for 
five years, he had to give up business in disgust, because they 
had not learned their trades in half the time, and because the 
people did not buy the things they made fast enough to make 
the scheme a paying one. The rector also speaks of the 
people's insensibility to this" charity" of their landlord who 
thus laid out L.IOOO for their benefit, which they did n~t re­
pay by their purchases. 

A tradesman on his own account would have had to endure 
a longer trial than Mr Oooper did, and keep his apprentices 
to the end of their time. Perhaps the last half of the five 
years would have found the apprentices more expert and 
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thp.ir work more saleable. But if not, what right had Mr 
Cooper to expect that he would get all the trade from other 
tailQrs and shoemakers to his shops, for work sold at full price 
and done by apprentices, "lodged and dieted, and provided 
with decent clothes by their parents t' 

And the failure of this scheme, prematurely closed through 
the landlord's ill-humour, is adduced as an instance of the 
opposition of the Celtic population to improvement! It would 
be interesting to hear the rector tell what he thinks would 
have been the conduct of the Saxons under such circum­
stances. 

I have alluded to the religion of the Irish people, and said 
that the Belgians are Catholics and hold a front-rank place 
in the progress of civilisation; yet it is true that the adher­
ence of the Irish to the Catholic faith has been a barrier to 
their advancement in agriculture and the industrial sciences; 
not, however; in the manner alleged by those who use this 
argument against Catholicism; but by the opposite party 
debarring the Catholic from the rights and privileges of free 
citizens by the penal laws. 

Thl;l penal laws directed by political Protestants against the 
Irish Catholics were various, one of them forbade that any 
Roman Catholic should purchase land under any circumstances; 
or hold land upon any lease, not even to build a house upon 
it, for more than thirty-one years. But the Catholic could not 
even hold the land, on which he might build, for thirty-one 
years; his lease was void if the land produced him more 
profit than one-third of the rent paid by him under the lease. 
He was not likely to build good houses on such land, nor to 
exercise much skill and industry in its cultivation; for if the 
crops were of more value than one-third of the rent above the 
rent contracted for in the lease, the lease in like manner 
became waste paper. 

The Catholic people were pressed into the deepest degra­
dation by these laws, and became occupiers only. The head 
landlords were in most cases political servants, not the most 
exalted in character, ofthe English sovereigns. They obtained 
the Irish estates as rewards, and sent men of desperate fortunes, 
notdisgualified by law, to hold the estates as leaseholders, which 
leaseholders became middlemen, by parcelling out the land 
among the Catholics who were disqualified to hold it on lease. 
Hence arose the pernicious system of middlemen, not entirely 
overcome yet, though gradually on the decline. Hence arose 
the custom of the landlord and the middleman taking every­
thing from the occupiers of the land, and giving nothing, no 
house to live in, barn, stable, shed, road, ditch, gate, or 
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bri~e. Hence arose the custom of having all houses, barns, 
stabTes, sheds, roads, ditches, gates, and bridges of the worst 
kind, the occupiers being called upon to make them and pay 
for them, and being afraid to make the land look as if it were 
valuable. a custom still existing save in respect of roads and 
bridges, which the landed gentry have had constructed under 
their own direction, as grand jurors of counties, the occupiers 
still being called upon to pay for them. 

The widest divergencies of governments from the principles 
of political economy have always given birth to the most 
widely spread human ills, and have incurred the heaviest 
retribution. Wars and religious persecutions are the widest 
divergencies from political economy. The Catholics persecuted 
the Protestants, and the Protestants persecuted the Catholics; 
terrible has been the retribution to both. The State Pro­
testants in Ireland, and the landed proprietors as a class, have 
been the most recently engaged in persecution, and they seem, 
as a class, to be marked out by the economic laws of nature 
for ultimate and immediate punishment. 

There is no mystery in the operation of those laws of cause 
and effect called political economy. Nor is there hardship or 
cruelty in them. To fall from the branch of a tree too weak to 
bear our weight, and be bruised with the fall, is a hardship; 
but it originated in our hardihood, or blindness, and not in 
the force of gravity-the immutable law of nature-which 
brought us to the ground. 

It does not follow, however, that everything is correct which 
writers have chosen to call political economy, the doctrine or 
MaIthus about populatio!l, and some other of his doctrines, 
are diametrically opposed to political economy, though he is 
called one of its writers. 

The granting of leases to make forty shilling freeholds for 
political purposes; their subsequent abolition for political pur­
poses in I 829-they being abolished to qualify Catholic eman­
cipation-and the granting and withholding of the L.IO leases, 
since these, according to the poli tical views of the landlords, are 
all economic errors returning upon the landowners of Ireland 
with retribution, bringing them diminished rents on one side, 
and new bills for poor rates 011 the other. 

In Sligo, the tenants are placed, displaced, and replaced, 
under political c(lQsiderations as elsewhere. In Sligo, a large 
proportion of' the land is in the hands of lawyerfl as elsewhere. 
Not far from the town there is an estate now belonging to a 
lawyer, who was engaged upon it professionally, and whose 
costs in law. business relating to it were so great, that, on the 
property belOg offal'ed for sale, nobody would have it With the 
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attorney's costs on it. The attorney bode for it, and got it 
himself in payment of his costs. His first step was to make 
political capital of the land. He ejected the old teuants. 
Some of them put up rushes and sods in the ditches by the 
sides of the roads and slept under them, and he brought 
actions at law against them for so doing, under the name of 
regaining forcible possession. 

No. XXIX. 
SLIGO. 

However defective the agriculture of the west of Ireland 
may be now, it has, so the general testimony says, been 
worse. The erections of mills at Sligo, \Vestport, Galway, 
:Belmullet, and other sea-coast places, to grind the oats into 
meal, and the settlement there of merchants to buy the oats 
and meal, has had the effect of gradually bringing oats to the 
markets in greater bulk, and in bringing land into cultivation 
within reach of the markets to supply the oats. 

It is worthy of notice that Glasgow, Liverpool, and London 
are the chief places where the farm produce of Sligo and 
Mayo is shipped to, finally sold at, and consumed. More of 
it goes to Glasgow than to any of the other ports of the 
united kingdom. The great population, whose industrious 
hands in the shires of Lanark and Renfrew, in and around 
Glasgow, give value to the coals and iron natural to those 
shires and to the cotton imported there, not only pay for and 
eat the farm produce of Lanark and Renfn'w, and other shires 
in the west of Scotland, they buy fat bullocks, and eat beef 
from Stirling and Perth, northward, and from the south­
eastern counties of Haddington, Berwick, and Roxburgh; 
while they at the same time put their hands in their pockets 
and pull out money and pay for the oats, oatmeal, butter, and 
pork of the west of Ireland. 

Lancashire, in like manner, but to a greater extent, pays 
for and consumes the farm produce of the east and south of 
Ireland, of the adjoining counties of England and \Vales, 
and a considerable proportion of the bullocks and fat wethers, 
and the wheat of the English counties east and north of Man­
chester. The prices paid for such produce go to pay agricul­
tural wages and agricultural rentR. The nearer the position 
of the one to the other, or the freer the communication 
between the factory shires which eat and pay for their eating. 
and the farm-yard shires which produce food to eat and 



600 THE WHISTLER AT THE PLOUGH. 

receive the payment for it, the higher are the agricultural 
wages and the agricultural rents. 

" A truism," you may exclaim in Manchester; "we know 
all this: tell us something new." Were this paper only to 
be read in Manchester, or within fifty miles of it, what has 
just been said, and what is about to be said, would probably 
be omitted. But there are still a great many people who do 
not understand the true sources of agricultural wages and 
rents, and possibly some of them may read this. I write for 
them. 

Let us suppose that some of them are Galway fox-hunters. 
I have been several times with the Galway hounds and hun­
ters within those few weeks bygone, and I can answer for it, 
that finer horses, bolder horsemen, more awful leaps, better 
hounds, and more cunning foxes are seldom to be seen, per­
haps never to be seen; let us therefore suppose that this 
letter is addressed to a Galway fox-hunter, or the men of the 
stable and the kennel who adore the fox-hunter because he 
hunts in Galway and does not live in England; or the men of 
the Galway hovels and farm-yards, who look upon the men of 
the stables and kennels who serve and adore the fox-hunters, 
and upon the fox-hunters, as the true patrons of Galway 
agriculture. Those last say that, if every owner of land in 
Galway, Mayo, and Sligo would stay at home and keep horses 
and hounds, and hunt, and consume the produce of the farms, 
and spend the rents at home, it would be well for all of them. 
" See 1" they exclaim "the numbers of grooms and helpers 
in the stables whom they would have; see the tradesmen they 
would employ by spending their rents here. See how easy it 
would be for the Galway, Mayo, and Sligo farmers to pay 
their rents if rent was spent at home. See how much em­
ployment they could give to labourers then; everybody would 
be well employed 1" 

As the fox-hunter of Galway has a supreme contempt for 
all such mean men as engage in trade, we shall believe for a 
minute or two, as he certainly believes every day of his life, and 
as all his family race believe through every generation, that to 
consume oats and hay with horses, oatmeal with hounds, and 
the Hesh of cattle, and sheep, and pigs, with men who assist 
him in living a pleasant life, is the best way of spending rent. 
Let us suppose that neither Galway, Westport, Belmullet, 
Newport, Sligo, nor any other port is permitted to send away 
a barrel of oats or oatm~al, a firkin of butter, a pig, sheep, or 
horned beast, dead or ahve, that everything produced in Gal­
way, Mayo, and Sligo is consumed there. Let us suppose that 
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two divisions of the people are made, one division to hunt foxes 
and consume the farm produce and spend the rents, the other 
division to labour on the farms, provide corn and cattle, and 
pay the rents, and what do we see befOl'e us? I think there 
is a wall before us t.hat even a Galway fox-hunter would 
stand at. 

What rent would the consuming division lta'oe to expend 
for the benefit of the produeing division? If the consuming 
power of both divisions be just equal to the producing power 
of the division which worl{S, they cannot have more than food; 
they cannot advance in comforts; they may retrograde, but 
they will not advance. The rent which the producers will 
pay can only be the corn and hay of the horses, oatmeal of 
the hounds, beef and bread and beer of the fox-hunters and 
servants. The latter, consuming all the rent, will have none 
to pay for: whips to the whipmakers, boots to the bootmakers, 
scarlet coats to the tailors. 

If they be, as a division, possessed of greater consuming 
powers than the ability to produce of the other division, they 
will get less than enough of corn and hay, beef, bread, and 
beer, and will be still farther from paying for whips, boots, 
and scarlet coats. 

If, however, they consume less than the producing divisions 
can furnish, some oats and hay, bread, beef, and beer will be 
left in the hands of the producers, who will sell it, pay the 
price of it to the fox-hunters as rent, who, in their turn, will 
pay the whipmaker, bootmaker, and tailor. It is clear that 
the greater the number of persons who merely consume with­
out producing, the poorer must all be. 

The fox-hunter's tailor, boot and whip maker, may think, 
and they do think, that fox-hunting is good for trade. So 
far as they may be individually and immediately concerned, 
they reason aright. They are employed in adding by their 
skill and labour a greater value to cloth and leather than 
cloth or leather possessed before. But if they were employed 
in adding value to cloth and leather for the benefit of a per­
son engaged in adding value to timber and iron, they would be 
adding more to the world's wealth than they do by makin 
boots and scarlet coats for fox-hunters who consume and pro­
duce nothing. 

The men who give additional valne to timber and iron, 
whether they fell the trees and quarry the ironstone, or stand 
by the right hand of Robert Stephenson and help that right 
hand to execute a new creation, are all, with a compound inte­
rest of industry, adding value to value, wealth to wealth. The 
owner of accumulated capital, who spreads the sails of COill-
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merce on the oceans of the world, to bring together materials 
for their workmanship, is one of them. So is the owner of accu­
mulated spindles, looms, hammers, anvils, and workshops. 
The more which one man can do himself by his labour, or 
by his skill, or by his enterprise, or by his savings of industry, 
or by his inheritance of another's savings, to add value to 
something which again produces value; and the larger the 
number of other persons which he can assist in adding value 
to something useful, the more useful to the world is he him­
self. He is the employer of producers. Good as it is to pro­
duce by one's own labour, it is a more valuable perfonnance 
to give the power of production to a number of persor.s who 
would not otherwise have it. 

Some eyes see no difference between the fox-hunting squire 
who gives employment and wages to whipmakers, spunnakers, 
bootmakers, saddlers, tailors, and upholsterers, and the mill 
working manufacturer, who employs and pays wages to me­
chanics, spinners, weavers, dyers, clerks, brokers, and so forth. 
But·the difference is, that the first makes everyone work in­
wards for himself-the unit, the one atom of nine hun­
dred millions; while the latter makes everyone work out­
wards to the markets of the world, to reach as many of the 
nine hundred millions as possible, them all if he can. 

An owner of money may withdraw his own labour and skill 
and enterprise from the world, and yet leave his capital in 
business to help others to make the raw matter of the world 
more valuable. The world, by his retirement, possesses less 
than it possessed before, by the amount of his personal labour, 
skill, 01' enterprise. If he betakes himself to a country man­
sion and keeps horses to eat corn and hay; servants who 
only minister to his pleasure, and who eat bread and meat; 
if he buys whips and scarlet coats, and top-boots, and hounds, 
and feeds the hounds, and rides after them fifty miles a-day, 
over fences and through fields, where ewes in lamb and cows 
in calf run from him and his hounds in terror, he may 
do some harm, but cannot do good beyond the pleasure he gives 
himself. Still, as his money which purchases that pleasure comes 
to his hand as profit upon capital working in the world for 
the world, he may be said to produce the purchase money of 
his prvfitless consumption of pleasure. In this he differs, and 
it is a great difference, from the fox-hunter of Galway who 
produces nothing, gives value to nothing, but consumes the 
produce of the land in personal pleasure . 

. Some persons J:?ay say, and sc;>me do say, that the land is to 
hIm what the capItal of the retIred merchant is in the last 
paragraph. Not so. The retired merchant has, as it were, a 
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streamlet of commerce which flows and runs over; and he 
gathers the drops carefully and fills his cup of pleasure with what 
runs over. The main stream runs untouched. The Galway 
squire dips into the main stream; and being a stream so fre­
quently dipped into, it becomes small, and often stops, in 
which case, rather than restrain himself, he goes to the spring 
head, the tenant's farm yard, and dips in there. 

But such a squire is not confined to Galway nor to Ireland, 
though in Ireland it is more common than in England to find 
a gentleman eating golden eggs to his breakfast, having killed 
the goose the day before. Anywhere, in England or in Ire­
land, the mere consumer, wear what colour of coat he may, is 
a fugitive from usefulness. 
_ Those remarks, extending by no means to the end of the 
subject, have been suggested by the fact that the oats and 
oatmeal, and butter and pork, of the west of Ireland, which 
are sold to get money to pay rent, are carried to the west of 
Scotland, and paid for and consumed there by a population 
whose industrious hands are engaged in manufacturing human 
comforts for themselves and for all the people of the world 
who will or can buy from them. If a part, or a very consider­
able portion of the rent, which is the price of the oats, butter, 
and pigs, be sent to the landowners who do not live in Ireland, 
to England it may be, the loss is doubtless felt in Mayo. 
Those exports of farm produce and of farm rents give rise to 
some well founded complaints, but also to many errors. An 
argument for the repeal of the union is founded on the expor­
tation of farm produce and of farm reM. And England, 
which is supposed to seduce those gentlemen of the west from 
their hounds, horses, bugle-horns, and native hills, has a great 
deal of scolding to hear and bear for keeping them from home. 
All which Henry the Second and Elizabeth and Cromwell did 
to Ireland is mixed up with the charge of having seduced 
from his home-the fox-hunter of Galway and Sligo. If Henry, 
and Elizabeth, and Cromwell were now alive, they might very 
properly be spoken to on the subject of muking war on Ire­
land; but the persons who now eat Irish butter, pork, beef, 
eggs, peultry, and meal, and who pay for it all, haye no inte­
rest whatever in, or from, anything done by the King, Queen, 
and Republican aforesaid. All the wars of those sovereigns 
and their servants were mischievous to England as to Ireland. 
War, like fox-hunting, consumes without producing wealth. 
Nor is it of any benefit to England as a nation that the Irish 
squires choose to go and live idly there. Whatever they or 
their servants may eat in a day, that day passing without 
their adding some value to something of usefulness in Eng-
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land, is national loss, though it may not be a local 10Sb in 
London. 

At all events, they do not live in Glasgow, nor does Glasgow 
care the value of one peck of meal whether they ever do or 
not. She does not even question t.he place of residence of her 
own landowners. Nor had Glasgow or Scotland any share in 
the union of England and Ireland. Yet Glasgow receives 
more of the oats, oatmeal, butter, and pork, of Mayo and 
Sligo than London does. But she pays for them. And, hard 
as the case of Mayo and Sligo is, obliged to sell their farm 
produce in (i Ias,Q"ow to obtain money to send to their land­
owners elsewhere, there is a possibility of their being in a case 
still worse. As it is, there are mills to grind the oats and 
millers who are paid wages for adding value to the oats by 
reducing them to meal. There are ships, warehouses, wharves, 
roads, sailors, porters, carmen on the roads, road-makers, and 
others, all giving greater value to oats and to meal; to cows, 
butter, poultry, eggs, hogs, horses, and the provender of all 
of these. Now the worst conditions which it is possible to 
be in i~ that of having all the landowners and their families 
at home to cat food and still be idle, with no market beyond 
their own shores; and stilI, as now, nobody among them­
selves employed otherwise than in working on the surface of 
the land. 

To work Q-t something which shall become of greater worth, 
and to work in such aggregation or in such division of numbers 
as shall give the work the greatest worth in the shortest time, 
is the way to make national wealth; and the greater propor­
tion of the people of a nation so employed, otherwise than on 
the land, the more wealth will they have to exchange for agri. 
cultural produce, and the richer will agriculture be the sooner 
that this is understood in Ireland, and in some other places 
which might be named, the sooner will Ireland rise out of 
destitution. 

The following passages in the evidence of 1\lr M'Donnell, a 
corn-merchant of 'Vestport in Mayo, given in July 1844 are 
worth notice at the present time :- ' 

" Has the use of wheaten flour at all spread among the far­
mers~" "No, they do not use it themselves, they sell it. I have 
never known them use .it by any. means in this country except 
when they could 110t dIspose of It. In the year of scarcity, in 
1831, when we~otmoneyfrom the benevolent people in England, 
we were then, from the want of oatmeal, obliO'ed to bring wheat 
from different parts of the country; but the ~eople never make 
use of wheaten flour except when they cannot get oatmeal. 
The poor man uses oatmeal for meat and drink, when reason-
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~ble in price. He has thin oat gruel and oaten bread, and he 
takes it out with him to the fields. The price of labour has 
been very low. During the winter there were not more than 
twenty men in this neighbourhood working, and they at 7d. 
and 8d. per day. When the potato crop has been injured by 
blasts from the sea, the people have suffered very much. In 
the year 1821, we suffered very severely in that way, and also 
in 1822. We had to import food from other countries." 

"Was there no oats in the country?"-" Yes, there had 
been oats, but they had been exported previously. In truth, 
the vessels had met each other going out and coming in. A 
man may have engaged his vessels for two months before, and 
he must go on with his business, no matter what the conse­
quences may be. I have imported wheat into this country, 
and the vessels taking out oats have actually met the vessels 
bringing in the wheat." 

This was the case in 1846 and the year before; and even in 
1847, oats have been sent from 'Vestport to England, where 
they are in demand, at high prices, for horses; and Indian 
corn, <l.oming to Westport, has met them in other ships. To 
those who have an interest in understanding the self-adjusting 
principles of commercial exchanges, those passa.ges will be 
instructive. To those who feel desirous of knowing the chief 
evidence of all the witnesses examined by the Land Oommission 
in Mayo and Sligo, and who cannot read all that was deposed 
to, I may say that the burthen of it was, destitution among 
the mass of the population every year; misery at the best of 
times, absolute famine often; and I may add that my belief is, 
that the bulk of the west of Ireland population is better pro­
vided for now by government than they used to provide for 
themselves; that they, never having parted with rent, but 
when money or produce, often the latter, was forced from 
them, they will not be readily induced to work on their land 
now for rent,when they see food given to them from some where 
else than from their own country. 

EXTRAOTS FROM IRISH LE'l'TERS. 

To conclude this account of the condition of Ireland in the 
year of famine and pestilence 1847, and to conclude this vol­
ume, I shall here give some passages from letters written by 
me on the state of Ireland in 1843. Oopies of those letters 
wer~ ~iven to the le~ding members of parliament. At the 
begmnmg of the seSSIOn of 1844, Lord John Russell, in the 
famous debate on the condition of Ireland, referred to them, 
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but said the facts detailed therein were almost too horrible 
for belief, and he would not read them to the house. Sir 
Robert Peel, in the same debate, referred to the letters as 
mentioned by the noble Lord, and said he had read the pa!ll­
ph let in which they were contained; the statements we~e m­
deed horrible, but he feared too true. The MarqUIs of 
Normandy, in the House of Lords, quoted th~ pamphlet so~n 
after as an authority, and, about the same tIme, the Dublzn 
Review had an article on the subject of these letters, and 
said that the facts werE' known to the writer of the article to 
be as truly horrible as I had given them. Indeed, as regards 
Sir Robert Peel's belief in the facts, he, as prime minister, had 
taken the best possible means of inquiring into the truth. 
He sent a private and confidential agent to the locality of 
these landlordly crimes, after my first reports were sent to 
London and privately laid lJl.forC' government, upon whose 
report, confirmatory of mine, the Devon Commission was 
is,~lled, to inquire into the whole subject of landlord and ten­
ant in til" whole of Ireland. 

Thus much, by way of introduction to the passages.of the 
Irish letters which I now append, is deemed necessary, lest 
readers, innocent of knowing much about Ireland, might lift 
their hands and heads in wonder, and let this book fall, and 
cry, "Impossible! we shall not take up that book again !"­
They must take it up ag'ain; at any rate the subject of these 
letters must be tn,ken up again and again. 

In different parts of the county of Kilkenny, in several direc­
tions from the town, there were what is usually called "dis­
turbed districts." In one place a murder had been committed, 
and in several others there had Lccn attempts at murder-at 
all events, there hn,d been n,ccusations against certain parties 
of attempting to murder; but we shall see by-and-bye, from 
the trials at assiz('s and from other evidence, thn,t it is no un­
usual thing in Ireland, and especially in a" disturbed district," 
to get up accllsations of attempted murder for purposes which, 
when we come to the facts, will be easily understood. 

The cases of ejectment now about to be particularized were 
not the cases of tenants-at-will, nor of an under tenantry who 
held their land from some one subordinate to the landlord; 
they were leaseholders, holding direct from the landlord him­
self, un~er covenants as indisputably legal as any lease in Scot­
land or m England. The landlord never attelllpted to dispute 
the validity of the leases; he knew that most of them had been 
granted by his immediate predecessor, and some by the pre­
deceswr's father. He knew that he could not eject anyone 
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of the tenants by disputing about the lease, but he knew that 
the law gave him power to eject if the tenant did not pay 
his rent. But here he encountered a difficulty. The very 
fact which excited him to a war with his tenantry operated to 
defeat him. The farms were generally held at about 30s. an 
acre, and from that to 40s.; he knew the land could be let 
for more; for in some cases, where farms on the same estate 
were not let on lease, he had raised the rent to 60s. and 70s. 
an acre; and found that the people would rather pay that 
than renounce their holdings. Thus, because the farms were 
let at a moderate rent to the leaseholders, he sought to 
get them into his own hand, that he might re-let them at 
higher rents; but, because they were cheap, tlle tenants 
kept clear of arrears, and he, having no means (If breaking 
through the leases, wail at a considerable loss to know 
how no act; but he did act; and a history of his proceed­
ings wiII not only exemplify the condition of landlord and ten­
ant in Ireland, but wiII, at the same time, shew how the laws 
in Ireland can be set at defiance by a man who has money and 
is a staunch adherent of the dominant party. This la~t fact is 
most necessary to be borne in mind, because the landlord now 
under notice has been defended by the press of the dominant 
party as one of the best though worst used of churchmen. 
He has been heard of through the government newspapers 
over the world as a martyr and a Christian. How far he is 
entitled to the honour of either will become apparent in the 
sequel. Suffice it now to say, by way of preface, in addition 
to what is already explained, that my authority for the follow­
ing statements rests, first, on the narratives of the tenantry 
themselves; second, on the account given me by Mr Co}'ne, 
a gentleman of respectably, who for two years acted as the 
agent of this landlord, but who, at last, threw up his situation, 
out of sheer disgust at the odious work he was called on to 
perform; third, on the testimony of several magistrates and 
other gentlemen in the towns of Kilkenny and Thomastown; 
fourth, on the information, very comprehensive and valuable, 
afforded me by the solicitor who has been engaged in defence 
of most of the tenants in the numerous lawsuits which have 
arisen during the last three years; fifth, on evidence given in 
various cases tried at the sessions and assizes, part of which 
has been published in the local papers, all of which has been 
recorded by official persons, who furnished me with matters 
of importance not published; and, sixth, frum what I heard 
with mv own ears from the witne.-ses in the assize court. 

The district in which this estate is situated, it may be pro­
per to say, was, until three years ago, a peaceable one; agra-
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rian crime was unknown; the people industrious and moral; 
and there were no consta bulary in the neighbourhood, nor any 
need of them. I t is only four years since the present land­
lord came to the estate, since which he has had upwards of 
2.50 lawsuits with his tenantry, has erected a police barrack 
on his property, and obtained from government a detachment 
of armed police to remain there continually. The military, 
both cavalry and foot, have 1Jeen greatly augmented .in the 
district in the same time. Several men have been trIed for 
their lives-some transported, and some hanged. The tenant­
ry amount to between seventy and eighty, and the estate 
occupies a beautiful situation on each side of the Nore at 
Bennct's Bridge. 

CASE OF JOHN RYAN. 

John Ryan had been a road contractor as well as a farmer. 
The landlord alleged a debt against him, and threw him into 
prison. While there his contract was unperformed, and he 
lost it, and sacrificed his security to perform it. It was satis­
factorily proved, in a court of law, that the debt never existed; 
that it was brought forward by the landlord at the expense of 
forgery and false swearing; upon which J olm Ryan brought an 
action for false imprisonment. Had the defendant not been a 
landlord, the plaintiff might have prosecuted him criminally; but, 
being a landlord, there was no chance of succeeding against him. 
Even in the action of damages there was little hope for John 
Ryan; but the case was so very bad, and the judge, in sum­
ming up, made such severe comments on the conduct of the 
landlord, that the jury gave a verdict for plaintiff. I was 
present at the trial, and I quote both from my notes and from 
the report of the trial as published in the local papers, in giv­
ing the following words as a portion of the judge's summary :­
" Gentlemen-If you believe that the defendant fraudulently 
alI.eged this d~bt .against p.laiu~iff, that l~e might put him in 
prIson and rum h1l11, you Will glye a yerdlCt accordingly. In 
that case you ~vill make him worse than the man who goes 
boldly.to the hIghway and robs open.'y. You will weigh well 
the eVIdence you have heard, and If you are satisfied that 
plaintiff has been injured, you will give damages accordingly. 
Do not give overwhelming damages; still you must teach de­
fen~ant that, though he it' a gentleman of rank and property, 
he IS not to trample on a poorer man than himself with 
impunity." 

To this the jury gave a verdict for plaintiff-damages 
L."lOO. 

The landlord, out of about 250 actions at law, of various 
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kinds in less than three veal'S, has been defeated in four· 
fifths of them-and though he had thirteen cases at last 
quarter sessions, and was defeated in all-he still triumphs. 
He appeals to higher courts. He does not pay the L.IOO dam· 
ages to Ryan. He makes an appeal which will not be settled 
until some time next year. Meantime, Ryan, by being in 
prison, and by being involved in litigation, of which this is but 
a mere sample-by losing his contract for the roa(\:.:, having 
all his implements and farming stock seized and sold while in 
prison-was unable to cultivate his land so as to enable him to 
pay his last ThIichaelmas rent. The rent being less than L.IOO, 
which the landlord owed him in damage!", it might have been 
supposed that this L.IOO would be a set-off for the rent. But 
no, a letter to me on the 8th of November sa)'s-" And he 
(the landlord) canted John Ryan to the potatoes, and did not 
leave his family one bit that would eat." This John Ryan, 
it must be borne in mind, was a leaseholder, and never owed 
a farthing of rent until those proceedings were taken against 
him to compel him into arrears which would justify anejeet­
ment. His case, from first to last-from the time that he 
was an independent man, with as lw ppy a family around him 
as lived in the Queen's (lominions, living in a house of his own 
building, with a farm-steading erected at his own expense, 
which are equal to any cottage or farm-steading of the same 
extent in England or Scotland for cleanliness, ordcl', and sub­
stantiality-I saw them with my own eyes, and judged for 
myself; from the time that John Ryan was an independent 
man in that farm to the present, when he and his family are 
potatoless and penniless, and on the point of being ejected, 
the proceedings against him have been of the most extra­
ordinary kind and almost beyond belief. 

CASE OF WILLIA;\I RING. 

William Ring is also a leaseholding tenant on the estate, 
and is uncle to Patrick Ring. He is considered a man of 
substance, and was never known to owe any man sixpence un­
reasonably, being at all times scrupulously punctual. He has 
a limekiln on his farm, and makes and sells lime. On one oc­
casion, eighteen or twent:y months ago,. ~he la~dlord ha~ li~e 
from him to the amount ·of L.9. WIlham Rmg sent III hIS 
account, but the landlord, through his steward, taunted him 
with having assisted Patrick Ring to plough and sow his land 
at a time when the landlord had seized and carried off Patrick 
RinO"s implements, (these were carried off, as afterwards ap­
pea;ed by the decision of the jury,. when no rent no~ debt. of 
any kind was due; they were c:1rned off that Patncli: Rmg 

39 
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might be unable to cultivate his land a.nd pay his rent. Pat­
rick went to law and got damages agamst the landlord. He 
also got assistance from three of l!is neighbours to plo~&"h and 
sow his fields; all the other neIghbours, though wIllmg to 
help him, being afraid of the landlord, save these three, one of . 
whom was his uncle, \Villiam Ring, whose case about the lime 
I am now relating.) The landlord refused to pay the L.9 for 
the lime, saying, through the steward, that as William Ring 
had thou"ht fit to set himself against him by helping Patrick 
Ring to Plough and sow his fields, he, the landlord, would set 
himself again,;t \Villiam Ring; he would not pay the L.9 for 
tlHl lime- he would let him do hi.., best. 

William Ring might have let it remain to be deducted from 
the next payment of rent, some one will say. Butthis would not 
do in Ireland, at least with a landlord such as his, who hesi­
tated not to seize on tenants who owed nothing. He knew 
that an immediate seizure would be made on the day the rent 
was due if this L.9 wai'1 deducted from it, because it had be­
come common on this esta te, and is yet, as shewn by the 
reports of the trials at the last I'essiom:. to proceed to distrain 
on the day folIowing term day. Seizures in some cases had 
been made at one o'clock for rent due at twelve; and in one 
case, that of Mathew Dormer, brother-in-law of Patrick 
Ring, a distraint wa,~ made at ten o'clock of the rent-dn,y ; 
therefore \Villiam Ring did not let his claim for the price of his 
lime standover to be deducted from the rent. He summoned the 
landlord, and in due course got a decree against him. The 
landlord had to pay; but on the same day he did so, he got a 
party of the armed constabulary, who are located on the estate 
for the purpose of carrying on the war, and with them. and a 
carpenter, and his steward, he proceeded to \Villiam 'Ring's 
farm. The farmhouse and haggard (garden, &c.) were shel­
tered and ornamented by trees and bushes which had been 
planted by the tenant and his forefathers and which were 
highly prized by the farmer and his family. ' In law thcy were 
the property of the landlord; and t,he landlord the carpenter 
the steward, and the police, set to work cut them all down' 
and carried them home to the landlord's 'residence. ' 

CASES OF MATHEW DORl\1ER AXD JAMES MULLINS. 

Mathew Dormer, the brother-in-law of Patrick Ring is a 
leaseholding tenant, but holds only a small field of about three 
acres. The other farms arp from twcnty to fifty acr('l'<. Dor­
~er d.,<;s not depend on his .land further than for potatoes to 
IllS f11;mll): and for keep to Ius ho~se, with which and a cart he 
doeB Jobbmg work. He had aS~lSted PatrIck Ring in time of 
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trouble, and thus brought on himself the power of the land­
lord. His field can only be approached by either of two roads 
through other farms from the village where Dormer lives. 
Having paid all rent, the landlord had no power Oft him but 
by shutting him out of his field. The tenants who occupied 
the land through which Dormer had to pass were served with 
notices that, if they allowed him ingress with a cart or horse 
they would be ejected. I went and saw the field, and was 
told by Dormer and his neighbours the whole case. He had 
planted his potatoes without manure, and, though it was Au­
gust when I saw them, they were not six inches above ground, 
nor did they shew symptoms of at any time being more; and 
this because Dormer was not allowed to carry thl) manure, of 
which he had abundance, to his field. He was told by the 
lawyers that he had a good case, and would be sure to gain a 
suit at law; but while that is pending the potato 1;('a"OIl has 
passed over with alm(lst no crop, and winter has come without 
a potato for his family; worst of all, his barley, which occu­
pied, I think, about two-thirds of the ground, (I saw it when 
nearly ripe in August,) and from which he hoped to pay his 
rent and get provender for his horse, was still in the field rot­
ting on the 8th of October. Thus Mathew Dormer will be 
unable to pay his November rent, and a process of ejectment 
will of course issue and take effect. 

Another case \\"hich may be mentioned now is brief and 
characteristic. A tenant who held on lease went with his 
rent to the landlord last spring on the day it was due. Says 
the landlord, "Mr Mullins, you need not be so particular 
about paying your rent, you are always very punctual, and you 
may perhaps want the money for some other purpose. I 
should advise you now to buy some cattle and sheep at the 
fair, and depasture your grass fields instead of making hay this 
year; but, even if you do make hay, you have not enough of 
stock." To which Mr M. replied, "I am exceedingly obliged 
to you; I would have bought stock had it not been for my 
rent; but if you forego it for the present, I will do as you 
suggest; and, if you have no objection, I will hire another field 
for the season as well, and put cattle in it." "An excellent 
thought," said the landlord; "buy all the cattle your money 
will afford; you will, no doubt, be able to hire pasturage for 
them." And Mr M. did as his landlord advised. Hut what 
was his astonishment when, in less than a week, indeed within 
three days, the landlord distrained on the whole, and sold all 
the cattle, and all the farm implements as well, for his rent. 
This, of course, gave rise to litigation, which will only end in 
the ruin and ejectment of the tenant, with the re-letting of the 
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farm at a higher rent, an object not far from being accom-
plished. " 

Since these remarks about Dormer were written, the Kzl­
kelt}!!! Jow'nat has been received, containing a report of the 
cases at petty sessions on the 18th of November. Of ten cases 
which occupied the attention of the court, seven arose out of 
the disputes between the landlord and his tenants in the dis­
turbed district already described. Five of those cases were 
at the instance of the landlord against the tenant Mathew 
Dormer, who had been excluded from his field, and whose 
corn, as stated in a letter which I quoted, was standing rot­
tin,~ on the ground up to the 8th of October. It does not 
appe[tr by the report of the c[tses decided at petty sessions 
whether the corn is yet in the field or carried home; but it 
appears to have been in the field on the 15th of November. 
(In that day Dormer proc('ecled to make a gap in a stone wall, 
the gates being shut against him, to get into his field. For 
making thi~ gap three actions were brought against him by 
the landlord, and two by persons whom the landlord put for­
w:ml as prosecutors. It seems the first time the gap was 
attempted wa.', on the 13th of October. The field through 
which Dormer then attempted to pass to his own field was in 
the occupation of the landlord himself; and the landlord now 
l'r()~l't'lltl',l under the ~Ialicious Trespass Act; but the magis­
trate llil'<Illissed the case because it was not malicious. His 
remarks give a better exemplification of what law is in Ireland 
than any description of mine could do. The case is thus re­
ported :-The steward of the landlord called "deposed that 
he R[tW the defendant levelling a wall, the property of the 
plaintiff; he wail making a gap in it." 

Cross-examined: "I live with Mr Shee. The defendant 
said he would not be prevented till the law prevented him, 
and that he .must get a passag~, and that if lie pot a passage 
ltell'olltd "/lild up tl:e pap at ltls Olen (.lj"'iI8<'. There was no 
other passage to hIS field than that. There was formerly a 
passage to the farm through a field of one Rino- but Dormer 
was since prevented." 0' 

The attorney for the defence then addressed the bench; 
Rt[ttl'cl that ~bthew Dormer owed nothing to the landlord, 
and had a legal right to a road to his farm. He had followed 
the wa~ which had been forn~erlyused, namely, through another 
tenant s ground; but at the mstance of the landlord this tenant 
had been compell~d to prosecute, and Dormer had been fined 
for trespass by tillS bench. He then attempted to make this 
&"ap a:nd have a pa~sage, a~ complained of to-day, through :.t 

field III the occupatIOn of Ius landlord, who was bound to give 
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him a passage to that farm, the rent of which Dormer would 
be compelled to pay as soon as it became due. What, there­
fore, could the poor man do ~ His corn was rotting in the 
field at that time, the middle of October. 

To which the magistrate, in giving his decision, replied, 
,. It was a hard case; but he thought Mathew Dormer h::uI 
no right to break M l' Shee's wall or commit the trespass. 
It certainly was not malicious; and if Mr Quin (the defend­
ant's attorney) insisted on it, the bench mUfolt dismi"" the sum­
mons; but another summons might be brought for common 
trespass, and the case would haH' to be heard de novo. 'Vhy 
did not Dormer bring his action ~" 

The Attorncy-" And so he will." 
" The magistrate, after some farther discussion, agreed to 

dismiss the complaint, l\Ir Quin undertaking to prove, should 
another summons be brought for common trespass, that Dor­
mer had a right to break the gap." 

The point, of all others, which the English public should look 
at here, is the question of the magistrate, " "\Vh}' .1",·" not 
Dormer bring his action t' Tho magistrate knows well that 
in this case Dormer would succeed in an action against the 
landlord; that is to say, if the jury should not be entirely 11 

landlord's jury. But the action could not be tried before next 
spring or summer assizes; and the landlord might, as he has 
done in similar cases already, make an affidavit that he was 
not ready to go to trial even then. And if this was overruled, 
and the case proceeded with and decided against him-as it 
would be, provided always the jury was not one formed of 
men of his own rank, politics, and religion-he could appeal to 
a higher court. Meantime Dormer is ruined. He could not 
plant his potatoes last spring without committing a trespass 
by walking on another man's land-not the land bearing or 
preparing for a crop, but the footpath at the bottom of it. 
He planted his potatoes, however, and was fined for thi" tn'fol­
pass. But he planted them without manure, for he could not 
get an entrance at which to carry it in, and the crop was 
worthless. "Why does not Dormer bring his action~" :\,,](S 

the magistrate. No doubt he can bring an action, and ulti­
mately carry it too; but his crop is rendered worthlefolfl in the 
meantime, and the same magistrate fines him for walking on 
the footpath which leads to it. " "\Vhy does not Dormer bring 
his action ~" The magistrate who has fined him for going to 
his land without having first brought his action, which would 
occupy probably one or two years, asks this 'pl(':'<tion on the 
18th of November, knowing that Dormer's crop of barl .. y was 
still rotting on the field, or had been so as late as the 15th, 
three day's before ! No doubt the ID8gistratc administers tLo 
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law as it stands; but it is the law as it "tand" of which such 
men as Dormer complain. The object of the landlord is to 
remler the payment of rent impossible, and a consequent 
ejectment certain. This is the policy by which a leaseholder 
is overcome in Ireland. 

But the prosecution did not end by the magistrate dismiss­
ing the first summons at the petty sC':""ions. Another prose­
cutor was ready. A man had been sent by the landlord to 
wakll Dormer in case he made a ,l;ap in the wall; and on the 
13th of October, when he began to make the gap, this man, 
who is a mere minion of the landlord-fit for any kind of 
work-went to prevent him. \VhC'l'cYI'r Dormer attempted 
to lay the stones, this man put himself in the way, that the 
stones might fall upon him, and that a case of assault might 
be got up at the same time as that of malicious trespass. 
This case, however, did not succeed, Dormer having taken 
care not to hurt him, although he put himself in the way of the 
stones for the purpose. The summons was dismissed. The fol­
lowing is a portion of the cross-examination of this witness:-

" He was in England last summer twelvemonths. He was 
there also at the time of the Whitefeet; is not aware that 
the neighbours ever said he used to be out with his face black­
ened. Was up in Cork lately; saw Mr Shee, who gave him 
travelling charges to the amount of L.l : 5s. Had no conver­
I"atioll with him then about l\lathew Dormer. Had a con­
versation with J\1.· Shee lately about him at Blackwell 
Lodge." 

The .A tt l)I'II1'!I-" On your solemn oath, did ~lr Shee (the 
landlord) say he would give you anything in the world if you 
would transport Dormcr ~" 

"The witness," ,.:ap: the ]{i{l"lil,ll JUII}'}wl, "was silent 
amidst the sensation ul' the court, alld the 'llll'",ti"11 was again 
and again repeated, and he was still silent. ,\ t length he 
muttered an cyasive all",wl'r." 

It may be proper here tlJ ),(.'Illal'k that ilormer i", a man 
hearing the very bl',~t Illllral charade'!' He \\as ",e\l'ral vear:; 
in the polic(" and ,,<tVI'll "')[111' 1II"lll'Y, I ,~a\\' ancl I'e:ui the' 
certificates of character which he hel:', anll tht'v bore out the 
good report C)l' his ~noral dlaral't ..... , ~1"rt'''\;'I', in his \'('ry 
appearance h .. , .'alTl"~ n'''I",,'ta}Illtty ot behaviour. He is a 
tall man, about f"rt) years of a,~"', and has a wife and several 
young children. 

The next pro~ecutor against him, for making a gap in the 
wall to get to hl~ field and crop, was a man who alleged that 
the field .over wluch Dormer tl'l''''I',:''i;~(1 was in his occupation, 
and not III that of the landlorrl. ThIS man produced a lease 
signed the 16th of November, in which he appeared to be th~ 
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tenant of the field. It was argued that Dormer made tl.lC 
gap previous to that lease being completed. It was a gap III 

the same wall at the same place as that of the 13th of: Oct?­
ber, that having been, it seems, built up. . The c0l!r~ m thIs 
case decided against Dormer, and fined 111m a shIllIng, and 
cautioned him against a repetition of the offence. Two ~th~r 
cases of trespass came on in which the landlord was plamtIff 
and Dormer defendant. They were dismisf'('(l through an 
informality in tho summonses. 

'l'hese cases, though they are as innocence itself compared 
with some others in which the landlord has been engaged, 
will shew how powerless the law is to protect a tenant in ire­
land, even where a magistrate inclines to mercy. But perhaps 
the most remarkable fact of law in connection with these cases 
is, that while the wages of a working- man in the district is 6d. a­
day, with many not able to get employment even at that, the ex­
pense of doing any work for which the law allowspaJment isfully 
as high, in some cases much higher, than similar work costs in 
London. The expense of building up the gap which Dormer 
made (not being allowed to build it himself) is lOs. It is only 
a dry-stone wall, between three and four feet high. Now, 
supposing the gap wide enough to admit a cart, any labouring 
man could rebuild it ill three or four hours at the very utmost. 

In the matter of seizures the charges are similar. In Lon­
don, a broker who distrains can only put one man in pos,.;e:,;­
sion, and charge for him 2s. 6J. a-day. In Ireland a landlord 
puts what men he chooses in possession, and charges for them 
from 2s. to 2s. 6d. a-day. The landlord now spoken of has, 
as law papers proved to me when I inspected them, seized on 
a man's potatoes who was working for 8d. a-day, the current 
wages, and put two men on as ., keepers" for a "-eek, and al­
lowed them (the law allows him to do so) 2s. 4d. a-day. 

The following extract of a letter from Patrick Ring, whose 
case (just ended with his utter ruin and beggary) I shall relatu 
at length, will give some information on the high \yagE'S allow­
ed by the law, even where men are willing to work for 6d. 
a-day:-

" I got my crop valued by two farmers, and they valued it 
at L.30. He (the landlord) then takes and puts three keepers 
on it to run up expenses, and canted it (sold it) for L.17: lOs., 
and out of that, keepers' fees and expenses were L.6: lOs." 

It may also be stated that It landlord in Ireland can call on 
anyone of his servants or labourers to act as auctioneer. If 
he wants to buy a bargain himself, or to ruin the tenant to 
haye him ejected, he can give this domestic auctioneer or(lel"s 
to knock an article down at a i,rice far below its Y[tlne. The 
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landlord under notice has, in many cases, bought the effects 
of his tenants himself through an agent. 

CASE OF PATRICK RIXG. 

Patrick Ring held three small fields, amounting in all to 
about eighteen acres. He had a lease of thirty-one years and 
his own life. He had succeeded his father in the occupancy 
of the farm, who had also 1)l'l'l1 on the estate far many years. 
Ring's mother, an aged woman, now bordering on eighty, was 
Lol'll on the farm so long held by her husband and son; and 
thus there was doubtless a strong attachment to the place on 
the part of the whole family. Previous to the accession of 
the present landlord they had been on the best of terms with 
those to whom they paid their l"L'nt; and, having the land at 
a moderate rate, they had nevcr fallen into arrears. They 
are Catholics-the present landlord is a Protestant. But 
whether it wa" that he wished to serve his party by substituting 
a Protestant tenantry for a Catholic tenantry, Protestant jury­
men for Catholic jurymen; whether it was merely to have the 
leases broken and the farms re-Iet at a higher rent; or whether 
it was to accomplish both objects at once, is not clear, nor is 
it a matter of gl'eat importance; the bndlord, and those who 
support him in all he does, are welcome to excuse themselves 
on any ground they choose to take as excusable. It is suffi­
cient to say that the ejection of Patrick Ring and many more 
was resolved upon. 

As he owe(1 no rent, and as no possible reason for getting 
rid of him as a tenant could be assigned, nor was ever offered 
until long after proceedings had begun, a bold stroke to make 
a Leginning was absolutely requisite, and it was struck. The 
lease specified a certain day in May and in November as that 
on which the half-yearly rent would fall due. Those days had 
been strictly adhered to, and no one knew this better than the 
landlord. But in lS·H he obtained a warrant of distraint, 
and seized on Ring on the ~(;th of March for rent alleged to 
be due on :2;;th. It might have been a hard enough misfor­
tune to be distrained on the day following that of the rent 
being due in any case, especially in ,.;pring, when the cattle 
and implements of labour, as alsu the I<Cl:(j·corn and potatoes 
the articles distrained, are required for the peculiar duties of 
that most important season, se'3d-time. But when such dis­
traint was made on such a.rtieks so in(lispensable in their uses, 
even for a day, to say nothmg of wl:eks, and no rent nor debt of 
any kind owing, the caso is peculiarly :1 hard one on tho 
tenant. 

Patrick Hing caused a replevin to be entered with the 
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sheriff, that is, he gave security that he would pay the rent, 
if rent was due, as soon as a trial at quarter-sessions or assizes 
could be had, that he might in the meantime have the use of 
the property upon which the distraint lay. He accordingly 
proved by his lease that ho owed nothing-that no rent was 
due until May. But before that was done May had come, 
and the rent was due. He paid it punctually, and proceeded 
against the landlord for damages, or rather for the costs to 
which he had been exposed. This, being opposed, occupied 
much time, and before it was settled the l:tndlord once more 
distrained for rent alleged to be due on the 29th of Septem­
ber. Again Patrick Ring replevined, and proved his rent-day 
to be in November and May, and not in September and March. 
The case of costs and trespa~s carne to trial in respect of both 
seizures, and was decided in Ring's favour. Thus a jury and 
a judge certified by their decision that the h'llant waR right 
and the landlord was wrong. The damage;; awarded were 
very moderate, only L.12 and costs; but the tenant looked 
on the verdict as most important in respect of its setting, as 
he thought, the validity of his lease and the period of his rent­
days at rest. But that the damages were too moderate UB 

regarded the landlord wa" manifest from the fact that he 
again distrained in March for rent not due until May. 

He now, it being again seed-time, took a more effectual 
way of crippling the tenant than before. He seized on the 
farm implemellts and stock, of which the dunghill was in his 
eyes the most important. He had it, without a. legal sale, 
carried away to his own farm-yard, even to the very l'akings 
and sweepings of the road and the yard near which it lay. 
This he did that Ring might have no manure for his potato 
ground, knowing that crops so planted would not easily afford 
the rent; and that, when no rent was forthcoming, an eject­
ment would soon follow. Other things, a plough and a horse, 
and some furniture, were sold, and Ring was once more in­
volved in litigation. These things were bought in with his own 
money, save the dung heap, which the landlord would not 
give him a chance of buying in; and thus Ring ,vas obliged to 
pay his rent before it ,vas due, with all the expenses of a. 
distraint and sale-the most expensively conducted of any 
distraints and sales under the British crown. He thought to 
recover damages for all this loss, but he was not able to pay 
his rent in addition to all this when it became due; and thus, 
by some hocus pocus of the law, the two cases became 80 

mingled together as to be inextricable. 
It would be too tedious to give a detailed account of every 

lawsuit that DOW followed; but from that time, the summer 
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of ] 84~, up to the summer assizes of 1843, the landlord pro­
ceeded in the courts for a warrant of ejectment against Ring 
nine times. On the first eight cases he was defeated, but he 
succeeded on the ninth. He had thirteen other lawsuits of 
various kinds with the same defendant, during which he sold 
his furniture five times and his horse twice. In all, he had 
twenty auctions of sale previous to midsummer of this year. 
Part of the furniture was in several of these instances only 
bought back by the ago nt, 1\11' James Coyne, handing money 
privately to Ring to pay for it. This is the agent formerly 
spoken of, who at last gavfl up his situation out of sheer 
disgust at the odious work he was called on to perform. 

The crop of 1842 was seized on and sold at seven different 
times. It was much more than sufficient to pay the rent, even 
though the manure was carried away in the spring by the 
landlord; but those seven different seizures, with seven dif­
ferent sales, with a number of men receiving at each of the 
seven seizures ~s. 4.\, a-day as keepers to watch the crop from 
the day of distraint to the day of sale-those seven seizures 
on a crop which might have been all seizetl and sold at one 
time, with only one set of expenses-resulted, as they were 
intended to do, in nearly doubling the rent. Moreover, the 
crop being distrained on while growing, was cut down by 
people ,,,hom the landlord employed, although the tenant and 
his family were standing unemployed; and to such work people 
the landlord can give any wages he chooses, to be deducted 
from the tenant, up to 2s. 6d. a-day! even though the hanest 
wages of the district be Sd. or 10d. a-day! even though the 
tenant, who is thus not allowed to give his own labour to his 
farm, may, to avoid starvation, be compelled to work to another 
employerfor the fourth part, to wit, 7 ~.\. a-day, of what the law 
obliges him to pay for workmen on his own farm. 

It will give some proof of the exertions made by the tenant 
to pay his way when I state that, notwithstanding all the 
extraordinary expenses of the seizures, and of the protracted 
and complicate,l litigation, the rent wnf; paid by the autumn of 
1842. There was nothing owing by Ring save a sum of L.1 
and odds, connected with the expenses of a summons which 
had been decided against him on some technical point of law. 

For the recovery of this debt a decree was obtained against 
Ring, and orders were given by the landlord to arrest him and 
put him in gaol. This Ring endeavoured to avoid by keeping 
out of the reach of the officers, which he did successfully for 
the space of a month and some odd days. The reason why 
he was so a\"el',~l' to go to gaol, and why the landlord was so 
desirous to have him lodged there, is worth relating at full 
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length, as it is characteristic of certain customs III Ireland 
altogether unknown on this side of the channel. 

It is a very rare thing to find a landlord in Ireland building 
a house or farm-offices for a tenant-the tenant builds them 
himself. Hence it is that so many mean houses cxist in that 
country; and hence, also, the desperate tenacity with which 
the Irish peasant or farmer holds to his house when an eject­
ment comes upon him. If his lease has expired, or if he is 
ejected for the non-fulfilment of some condition of his lease, 
say the regular payment of his rent, he must leave the house 
and barn and stable which he built, the doors and gates he 
erected, without receiving anything for them. To live in a 
house which we have ourselves built, or which our father or 
grandfather built at no expense to a landlord, is to live in a 
house which we are naturally inclined to consider our own, 
though in law it may not be ours, and therefore an ejedment 
is the more distressing. It i" thus that we see so many houses 
in every part of Ireland in ruins; that we see in the county 
of Kilkenny the walls of stone and lime, substantial and unde­
cayed, but roofless and marked with violence, because the 
landlords, not having built the houses, nor having any fear of 
being obliged to rebuild them, hesitate not to unroof a house 
in order to eject a tenant. I t is a remarkable fact, exemplified 
on almost evcry estate where the clearing away of a tenantry 
has been practised, that wherever an ejectment takes place, 
the legality of which is doubtful, the landlord, or the agent 
who acts for him, levels the house and farm buildings with 
the ground the mOlllent the holder is forced out, lest he should 
come in again. 

This is particularly the case on the estate where the unfor­
tunate Pat Ring held his farm; and Ring had seen that the 
landlord did not always wait for an ejectment of the tenant 
before he pulled down the house. In one case, that of a 
tenant named Bushe, of whom, with many other sufferers, I 
ha\'e not yet spuken, the landlord resolved on an ejectment; 
but Bushe owing no rent, he eould only proceed as he had 
done against Pat Hing, or by some other prucess ul' a like 
kind. He took a shorter one. It so happened that, though 
Bushe had pail! his rent in order to keep the house above his 
head-a very good house it was, to judge from the size and 
worth of the substantial walls which, in most part~, were still 
standing when I was there-he had not paid every man in the 
county to whom he \vas indebted. He owed one person, 
residing ata distance, a sum of money, more, as it soon appeared, 
than he could pay at once. This lllan the landlord found out, 
through some of his agents appointed for such purposes, and 
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purchased from him tho debt which Bushe owed him. This 
account being legally conveyed to the landlord, .he ~t once 'pro­
ceeded against his tcnant, the debtor, threw 111m mto pnson, 
and as soon a, he got him there, went and took the roof off 
his house, turninO' out his wife and six young children upon 
the open highway. There they rcmained witho~~ s.helte: and 
without food until some of the people of the adJOlI1lng VIllage 
assisted them. The father was in prison, and could neitl~er 
resist the spoliation of the house which he .himself ~lad b~lll~, 
nor could he ,II) anything, by work or otherWll'e, for hIS famIly s 
subsistence. In evcry respect, the proceeding was illegal on 
the part of the lalllllord; but, though the lawyers urged 
Dushe to prosecute, and assured him of ultimate success, he 
was to far gone too listen to them. He ,,"as h"eart-broken. He 
had no confidence in any redress the law might give; he had 
seen a rich man set the law at defiance; and the ruin of his 
roofless house-every piece of timber from which, and every 
handful of thatch, as also the doors and windows, had been 
carried away by order of the landlord, and by the assistance 
of' the constabulary, who are located on the estate at the 
express request of the landlord, and by sanction of the govern­
ment-the ruin of' his rooflt'8,~ house, and the utter beggary 
of' himself and family, so ovcrwhelmed Bushe, that he would 
trust nothing more to law. He was heart-broken, and rather 
than stay among people ,,"ho had known him happy in mind 
and comfortable in circumstances, he would leave that part of 
the country altogether, and be a beggar, now that he was 
compelled to be one, where he was not known. A less sensi­
tive man than he ,,"as I1light have done differently. There 
have been cases in Ireland, many of' them, and in that county, 
even in that district of the county, where fathers of f'amilies 
so treated have taken the law of vengeance into their own 
hands, an,l have afforded the new"'papcrs and the police Hue­
and-Cry the materials f'or publishing to the world paragraphs 
and advertisements of' offered rewards, headed" Cnprovoked 
assault!" "Barbarous outrage!" .. Frightful state of Kil­
kenny-the fruit of uncheckeJ political agitation!" "At­
temptcd murder of'the C'xcclll'l1t Protestant landlord, Richard 
Shec, E,,'1' of' Blackwell Lodge !" 
. Such paragraphs are by no means rare; and many people 
m. Eng"la~d believe that Tipperary and Kilkenny are filled 
With cmnma,l" who take a ;.:a\"a~e delio-ht in assaultincr land­
lords and !and-agL'nt.~ witbout a~y prO\~ocation. Othe~, who 
do not behev(' that l'\'l'l')" a,.;sault is so entirely" unprovoked" 
as th". newspapen; \Youl,l make appear, have an opinion that 
the I1'1sh do not allow the oppressor to escape with impunity; 
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but the case of Bushe is one of the many of the vast majority 
of such cases that prove the contrary. We hear of those 
tenants who, feeling or fancying a grievous wrong, avenge 
themselves and their starving families; but we never hear of 
the many-the far greater number-who submit to die in the 
ditches and highways quietly; or who, like the I'l'irit-stricken 
Bushe, wander away with their wretched families, to famish 
in the Irish towns, or to fill the St Giles's and Peter Streets, 
the Cowgates and "\Y ynds, the Saltmarkets and Yennels, of 
London, Edinburgh, Glasgow, and Liverpool. 

Now, it was the knowledge that Pat Hing had of such cases 
of house-demolition by order of landlords, when a tenant was 
out of the way-lodged safely in prison-that made him so 
fearful of the officers, who had a lkeree on which to arrest 
him for the non-payment of costs due to the landlord by one 
of the many cases then pending having been Ilt'cille,1 in the 
landlord's favour. The amount was not great; !Jut the fre­
quent seizures, with costs of lawsuitR and rent, had reduced 
him to less than his last penny. He had potatOf'R, a part 
of the feeble crop grown on the land which in the "pring had 
been defrauded of its manure, and, though there were less of 
them in his possession than would keep his family over win­
ter, even without feeding a pig, he might have sold some to 
pay this bill of costs rather than go to gaol, where he could do 
nothing either for his family or farm. But, though the pota­
toes were distrained upon, the object of the landlord was not 
so much the payment of the small debt of costs as the con­
finement of the tenant in gaol. 

For more than a month Bing avoided the officers by cross­
ing the walls and ditches awl fields whenever he got notice of 
their approach. He slept in the fields as well, and in the 
shelter of limekilns and ruined houses-houses ruined as he 
feared his would be, and as he feared but too truly. The 
case came at last to a crisis, thus :-

He was seen to enter his house; the bailiffs followed, but 
found the door fastened, and therefore could not legally enter; 
but they kept watch outside, to see that he did not escape. 
They received orders that, if he did not surrender, they were 
to remain there night and day, and prevent the introduction 
of any article whatsoever into the house, food or water. The 
potato-store being out in the field, and no supply in the house, 
and the water being also outside the house, it was expected 
that the family would soon be starved, and that Hing must 
capitulate. In thus laying seige to the house, the bailiffi 
might not be acting according to the law of the land, b':lt they 
were acting according to the law of the landlord, WhICh, on 
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that estate as on many others in Ireland, is of paramount im­
portance compared with the law of the land. 

Before the first day of the seige was over, there was neither 
food nor drink in the house; and there were shut up in it the 
father, mother, and five young children. Next day the chil­
dren cried for food and for drink, but g(lt none. Some of the 
neighbours and relatives of Pat Ring would have supplied 
them, but they were sternly told that, if they attempted to 
do so, they would not only be prevented, but that the landlord 
would cause them to reg-ret it. Again and again, through 
night and through day, di,1 the cry for water come from that 
famishing family. It was not the case of a shipwrecked crew 
at sea, with no hand to help, with" waU-r, water everywhere, 
and not a drop to drink !" with no probability of being relieved 
but by reaching some unknown land in some unknown ocean, 
or by meeting a ship-blessed though rare chance-whose ma­
riners would joyfully share their own scanty water for the relief 
of those perishing with thirst. It was not a case of this kind, 
where men in their desperation will drink salt water, and go 
mad from so doing; but, having done so, do not always all die, 
but sometimes live to tell us of the pangs they endured, until 
our breasts burn with pity and our hair rises on end with hor­
ror at what they did. This ,,·as not a case like theirs. This 
was the captivity of a family in their own house; foodless for 
day~, though they had a potato-store in the field; waterless 
and unquenehed by any liquid, though they had a well within 
a minute's walk; and all this by the mandate of a man who 
lived at the distance of half-a-mile, in the enjoyment of every 
luxury which wealth could procure and voluptuousness desire. 
The mother had a sucking infant, and in her attempt to save 
all her children from starvation by admitting them to the 
privilege of infancy, she but augmented their distress and her 
own. She saw her infant famishing, for, when she would 
have divide;} her own milk, there Ims none to divide; she was 
herself starving, and to her infant she was without nourish­
ment. 

It was the third day, and hunger and thirst in the house 
were so manifest to the bailiffs outside, by the pitiful cries of 
the childl-en, and the wailings of the mother-who begged for 
water from their own well, and for potatoes from their own 
f'tore-that hopes were entertained of a speedy surrender. 
Reports (If the sJmptoms (If extremity were conveyed at inter­
ntIs to the landlord, who, as he heard of the increasing cries 
for water and food, gave orders afresh to the bailiff.~ to per­
>'(':f!l'l', to keep watch anu prevent all supplies from getting in, 
bl'lllg a~surl',l that a~ the l'allg-~ of hunger and thirst became 
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more poignant, the sooner would the beleagured family capi­
tulate. 

Mrs Dormer, the wife of the tenant who is shut out of his 
land, and whose crop of barley is rotting on the field in No­
vember, though he owes nothing to the landlord-this woman, 
who has herself a family of young children, and who is the 
sister of Pat Ring, went many times to the beleagured house 
to offer relief, but was not permitted to approach it with any­
thing in her hand. She was allowed to approach the window 
when she carried nothing, that she might hl'ar the sufferings 
within, and so urge her brother to surrender. 

She listened to the sickly wailings of the mother and chil­
dren, and at last on the fourth day heard the horrible fact 
from the mother that the children in desperation had drank 
their own urine. At this moment she seized a dish of some 
sort which lay in the yard, and filling it qu.ickly from a pool of 
stagnant water in the yard, broke the window with her hand, 
before she could be prevented by the officers, and gave the un­
wholesome water to the family, which they drank greedily. Per­
haps she would have done more, but she was cOIllpelled by the 
officers to desist. The landlord was informed of what she had 
done, and he promised that she would live to repent it. The 
crop of Dormer rotting in the field in November, and his potatoes 
poor and meagre for the want of manure, because he is not 
allowed a road to his field, tell whether the landlord forgets 
his promises. 

The sufferings of the family and of himself now worked on 
the father until he could hold out no longer. He opened the 
door. He had a pitchfork in his hand, and he shewed it to 
the bailiffs. He bade them keep off-said he would not touch 
them if they did not touch him-but that the hunger of himself 
and family had made him desperate-that he had potatoes in 
his store in the field, and potatoes he would haye; and he 
bade them prevent him at their peril. 

They did not offer to prevent him; they waited until they 
saw him take the potatoes, and then they informed the land­
lord. On that instant a criminal warrant was sent for from 
Kilkenny. It arrived; so dill also a party of the armed con­
stabulary, who occupy the barrack built by the landlord on the 
estate, and the door was at once forced open, and Pat Ring 
was taken and lodged in gaol on a charge of robbery accom­
panied with threats of violence. He had stolen his own 
potatoes, they being under distraint, and he was in due course 
of time tried at Kilkenny for the felony. The jury refused to 
convict for a crime committed under such circumstances, and 
he was acquitted. 

This case has now rcnched the month of July 1 :->43. At 
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that time he was once more in prison for the non-payment of 
costs incurred in defending himself against the landlord. 

These were paid, and a new decree for some other costs was 
got against him. There was also a warrant for his ejectment 
obtained. At this timo his family were ill of typhus fever, 
and had been for several weeks. The sheriff refused to exe­
cute the ejectment while they so suffered. The landlord was 
exceedingly anxious to eject as early as possible, because (let 
the English reader mark this peculiarity of Irish tenures) a 
tenant, though ejected, may recover possession; the law 
says he may redeem within six months. Now Ring had an 
action for clamages pending against the landlord, a very simple 
action, which could have been easily tried, and in which a jury 
could not have hesitated to award ample damages. To this, 
at the summer assizes, the landlord, through his law agents, 
pleaded that he was not ready to go to trial; consequently it 
was put off until next assizes, to wit, March 18·H. If, there­
fore, Ring could have been ejected in July, or early in August 
1843, the six months in which he could redeem possession of 
his land would have expired before the trial of the case post­
poned to l\Iarch ] 844-a case which promised to put Ring in 
a condition to redeem his land by payment of his debt to the 
landlord. 

'Ye need not proceed farther with those cases of injustice. 
Tho landlord now under notice has proceeded in litigation 
and expenses until he is no longer in the management of 
his estate. Others in Ireland, less tyrannical than him, but 
not more wise in the management of their estates, have brought 
Ireland to a condition unparalleled in the history of nations. 
It would be vain to speculate on what the future may be, we 
can on.ly say that the present (end of 1 s47 and beginning of 
] 848) IS deplorable. Law set at defiance; rates uncollected; 
and rents unpaid. 
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FREE TRADE AND THE LEAGUE. 

FIRST DIVISION. 

FRO:\I THE EARLIEST TDfES TO THE ADVENT OF 
ADAM S:\IITH. 

SECT. I.-WAUB A:-on WASSA TIlE SAVAGES. 

To any nation, internal productiveness by industry and 
external intercourse with other nations by commerce, are the 
only sources of prosperity and enduring power. Commerce is 
the best guarantee of peace and progressive civilisation. The 
first element of commerce is security; the second freedom: 
security of person and property; freedom of locomotion and 
exchange. 

vYaub was a naked savage in a forest far beyond the 
Rhine, with strong fingers and long nails. \Yhell he was 
hungry, and had slain no enemies in war on which to appease 
his cannibal appetite, he scratched roots from the ground 
with his nails and ate them. 

Wassa was also a naked savage, but not a cannibal. Being 
fleet of foot and hungry, he captured a goat and ate of its 
flesh. But he was also cold, for he was naked, and he put 
the skins of the goat around him for a garment. 

Waub lay on the ground eating his earthy roots under a 
covering of grass and leaves which he had gathered,. but 
which art had not vet rendered into a roof or a mat, when 
Wassa passed near' him covered in the skin of the goat and 
eating a piece of its flesh. "Give me that flesh," cried 
W aub, "I am hungry." "Nay," replied W assa, "it is my 
own, but if you desire to have it, give unto me of those earth 
nuts to eat with my flesh, and thou shalt have a piece of my 
flesh to eat with thy earth nuts." And they exchanged. 
And thus, we have heard, did the trade of exchange begin 
among the savages whose descendants afterwards became the 
killg!', the noblE'''. and the people of England. 
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But while 'Vas'u ~ till tarrie,l, 'Vaub cried, " Give me that 
8kin, I am cold." "Nay," said \Vassa, "it is my own. But 
get thee more earth nuts, ye who fear not to scratch for them 
where the great boar is that ate our neighbour Gobbo, and 
I shall to the mountains and fetch thee a goat. We shall 
eat of its flesh and of your roots and fruits together; and for 
as many roots as shall serve me to take to the mountains 
when I go to lie in wait for the goats next time, thou shalt 
have a skin for a garment." 'Vaub said he was willing; and 
so the first contraet of' exchange was made. 

But when 'Va".":L went to the mountain." 'Vaub went not 
to the wo().lc,.1 dell ,,,here the plants grew with the roots 
called earth nuts. "For," said he, "why should I go in the 
way of the great boar "hich ate up our neighLour Gobbo, 
when I can get the fle."ll of a .~''':I t for f"",] , and the skin of 
a goat to wear for a garment ~ I am stronger than \\' assa ; 
he is flr!ct of foot; but I am stronger. I shall have both 
skins, that which he is to fetch f.:r me an(1 also that which 
he wears for a garment." 

So \Yaub laid hold of \Vassa on his return and took 
both skins from him by force. He to,,]'; the flesh of the 
goat also and gave ". assa nothing. Had rt.'.,ist:lllce been 
madc, he might have killed and eaten \Yassa himself. Thus 
was trade hindered at the very beginnin~, for there was no 
security of person and property-the fil':~-t element of com­
merce. \ Yassa betook himself to the mounta ins and liyed 
apart from \Vaub, and had more skins than he could fasten 
as garments upon his body; while heavy-footed \Yaub, 
who could catch no goats, soon wore out his two skins, and 
once more walked in the forest naked, or covered himself 
with loose grass and lea,'cs when he lay down to n'.-t. 

But in process of time they both became ehiefs among 
savages, and made ",ar upon each other and upon other 
chiefs. They took captives in the wars, of whom some were 
saved alive, while some were slain and eatcn. \\' assa and 
the chiefs who, like him, lived in advance of their acrc said 
it was more useful to saye thL' captives alive. and a(IJ 'them 
to the numerical strength of their tribes. But \Yaub, like 
the chiefs who believed with him, said it was an old custom 
to kill their captives and eat them, and he would not set aside 
the old. customs; he never knew g60d to follow the changes 
called Improvements. "I have always been a cannibal " 
said he, "and shall live and die a cannibal as my bther did 
before me." , 
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SECT. 1I.-THEODRAS THE FEUDAL ellll-:!'. 

Hundreds of generations had lived and passed away, and 
mankind were not as they were in the days of 'Vaub and 
Wassa. There had been war al ways, and it still continued. 
Commerce there had been none; nor had its time come. 
Yet civilisation had begun to track the forests with its foot­
steps. 

Theobras, a great warrior, ,vas now chief of the boar 
forest where \Vaub had scratched for roots, and of the 
mountains where 'Vassa caught the wild goats. Upon a 
rock in one of the ravines in those mountains he had built 
a strong place of residence and defence. He had vassals 
under him, who for their fiefs in land, forest, and river, did 
him military service. They had ser!'.,; under them, and he 
himself yielderl to the superiority of a suzerain, his cousin 
Theodoric. 

Said the fair lady, Brensa, to him one ~lay when ho re­
turned in triumph from the conquest of other lordly chiefs 
whom he had reduced to vassalage, " \Vhy is my Theobras 
not kind? Is it wdl that I should be so many months alone 
within these walls, and have no men of craft left to make 
sandals for my feet, to tan the skins for my new robe, to car­
ry fresh rushes to my chamber, and make me the garniture 
against your coming? Is it well that all my lord's men of 
handicraft should be makers of bows and arrows, of clubs and 
spears, and hammerers and grinders of that black metal call­
ed iron, which they have found in the mountains, to mako 
you swords of war'1 Is it well that my lord should be long 
absent, and be ungallant when he returns, and withhold from 
me my heart's desire? Givo me the freedom of John the 
hammerer of iron, Peter the tanner of skins, Joseph the plaiter 
of straw and flax, and his brother Gudge, the curious worker 
in wood, William also, the sandalmaker, and the expert fa~h­
ioner of robes of fur, the son of Burr the herd. Let them 
have workshops without the walls of the castle, and dwelling­
places there also. Let them have freedom to go in search of 
skins, of straw, of wood, and iron. Let them go far and re­
turn as they list with what they gather together. Perchance 
they may find gold in the mountain as well as iron. Take 
them not again to the wars, for they are men cunning in handi­
craft and they may be slain. Let them be free to serve me, 
my lord Theobras, if ye love me." 

To which Theobras replied, Brensa, it is the glory of the 
age in which we live that a lady asks not a favour of her lord 
in vain. John, Peter, Joseph, Joseph's brother Gudge, and 
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the exptlrt fashioner of robes, the son of Burr the herd, shall 
have workshops in which to do you service, but they cannot 
have liberty to go and return as they list. For, know ye not, 
Brensa, that to Illakc them freemen is to lay the axe to the 
root of this glorious fabric of feudal society wj:J.ich our fore­
fathers reared out of anarchy, and which we have inherited 
and consolidated? Know ye not that it would be danger 
to us an(1 ruin to themselves, even as stones taken from the 
castle walls would be worthless if thrown loose upon the 
ground, while the walls would already prove that the time of 
their decay was come, were I to set them free? Know ye 
not that all men were free once, and that they were cannibals 
in those days, and slew one another for daily food? 1'he 
authority of the lords-paramount among whom I now stand 
second only to Theodoric my cousin, has been reared upon 
the suhjugation of anarchy; the liberty of each man to slay 
his neighbour, or take from him his bow and arrow, his club, 
or his goat's flesh, is now suppressed; and life and death and 
limb are ycstcd in the feudal chiefs, or granted by the chief to 
yas~als who do service for the privilege. \\T e have redeemed 
mankind from barbarism, they must continue in servitude to 
us, else they return to barbarism again." 

So John the hammerer of iron, Peter the tanner of skins, 
Joseph the worker in straw and flax, Gudge his brother, the 
curious worker in wood, \Villiam the worker in leather, and 
the expert fashioner of fur robes, the son of Burr the herd, 
continued to be bondsmen. Each pursued his craft in his 
workshop, but none had liberty to go abroad in search of 
material to work upon, or to see what kind of instruments 
other craftsmen worked with. Neither could they retain for 
themstlves aught which they made, or exchange it for the 
work of other bondsmen's hands. And so it resulted, that 
though aristocracy had arisen upon the suppression of barba­
rous anarchy, and men were no longer savage, with power to 
slay one anoth.er, commerce made no progress; for its first 
~lcment, secul'lty to person and property, did not exist, while 
Its second element, freedom of exchange, could not exist, 
there being no security to individual property .. 
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SEo'r. III.-ARISTOCRACY, MONARCHY, AND THEOCRACY. 

New generations came and passed away. The noble chiefs 
of the highest degree under the suzerains had willingly est.a­
blished kingly powers and kingly titles; for each saw it to be 
within the scope of his intrigue or the fortune of war to be­
come a monarch; while the nobles of inferior degree, the 
major part of the aristocracy, hoped in monarchy to find pro­
tection from the injustice of the great chi{'fs. Thus arose that 
institution of monarchy in modern Europe, which, through 
many vicissitudes and modifications, still exists. Feeble al­
ways when the feudal aristocracy were strong, and often 
powerless to rule, it restrained neither licentiousness of 
power nor ferociousness of manners, because it could not give 
punishment to injustice. 

But there was a greater power than aristocracy and mo­
narchy combined, which modified both-theocracy. Partaking 
of the spirit, tho form~ aud the practice of the feudal ages, 
the church lift.ed its mitred head, with its superior and in­
ferior orders, and not only exercised the temporal power co­
equal with the monarchy and the aristocracy, but practised 
the all-supreme power of awarding to kings and noLles, to 
the rulers a.nd the ruled, to the feudal lords and the feudal 
serfs, their spiritual destiny after this life. Theocracy had its 
religious creeds and its moral precept... Rut it was its as­
sumption of supernatural power which bridled the unruly 
lords, restrained the license of kings, and raisd the feudal 
boors somewhat above brutishness. 

The distracted vassals and serfs, and the monarchs hardly 
less distracted, because powerless against the turbulent chiefs 
of feudalism, found protection in the theocratic institutions. 
That they might reduce the power of the nobility by adrling 
to their muniments of war and enjoyments of peace, the kings 
gave charters of freedom to the workers in timber, iron, 
leather, and cloth; the brewers of malt and the grinders of 
meal, who inhabited the fortified dwelling and working plnc .. s, 
the future borough towns, under the protecting walls of the 
feudal castles. \Vhat the kings began the church extended, 
by drawing forth the industrial genius of the people to be ex­
ercised in arts, handicraft, and agriculture. And the theo­
cratic power rested not until feudalism was abolished, and 
men ceased, in England at least, to hold property in the per­
soo!'; of their fellow-men. 

But the track of civilisation, emerging from barbarism in 
the forests of savage Europe, as now traced, crossed in nlany 
mstances the remnants of a former civilisation. It came upon 
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the municipal remnants of the Gaulic and British colonies of 
old Home. Roman civili~ation had arisen out of a system not 
unlike the feudality of' tho Europe which we have just glanced 
at. l\1igratory bands carried the religious castes and classes 
of'the Asi:ttie cast to the European west. The domination 
of the most powerful, perhaps the religion of all, perpetuated 
the cla~s differences; but the wars of conquest in which all were 
engaged gave birth to individual activity of thought e,:en in the 
lowest. They founded and reared the Roman state III Italy; 
they carried conCJ.uests far beyond Italy; and so long as they 
made new conquests, and took fresh plunder to Rome, their 
governing' pOWL'1" endured. But they knew not the principles 
of commerce. They despised trade, and peri.,h(',l under con­
querors who plundered them in likfl manner as they had con­
quered and plundered others. "\Vithout external commerce and 
inte'rnal manufactures and trade, states cannot endure. And 
without freedom of action to the industrious, and security to 
the property of the humblest citizen, manufactures and com­
merce cannot take root and flourish to sllstain a state. In 
England at this day, the major part of all the manufacturers 
and merchants who have given wealth, power, and solidity to 
thoir countt·y, have sprung at no distant date, many of them 
in their own persons in the last and present generations, from 
that class of the people which in Rome or Greece would not 
hay!' bL'l'n permitted to acquire property, nor to rise above the 
1,Il'L(·i:1Il condition. 

HOlllo and Greece pl·)·ishl',I; for theil' national resources 
were expansive only Ily war. A violent extinction, or slow 
decay an (I ruin, must of nL'ccsf'ity overtake a nation which is 
always dl'structiH' of the world\ w('alth. c()nsumincr always 
anll pl'Oducing nuthing. :\Iodern state~ shall surviv~ diffic~l­
ti('~ of' early existence and imperfect g"H'1'l1llIL'nt, and expand 
:L.nd become powerful, and be fi}led "'.ith the elements of phy­
,",wal comfort and mental happmess III proportion as the de­
structiyo practicl' of war is departed from, with ih non-remu­
nerati,'c consnmption, and in proportion as libcrty to pro­
duce and exchange commodities of usc is extended. 

But tho conquests of Rome in Gaul an,l Britain deposited 
the P?iitical seeds of that freedom which in a subsequent age 
~'('rlllllwt(',l and grew to strength, and gave existence to a 
lIew J!l'incipic-tl~e ciyi~i~i?g and li?e~'alizing principle of 
coml1: erc.c. T!le ~mposslblhty of retammg so many distant 
30lomes II1 subjection by the presence of Roman leO"ions whell 
RO;l1e ha.d not legions !o. de.v?te t? such a duty~ led 'to the 
enil'anclnsemcnt of mumClpahtIes With i)Owel'S of self-govern-
1ll(·1lt. "'hc:n the c()nCJ.ueJ'in~ tribes from the back-groun(!s 
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of Europe, ~ed by the warriors who, in time, IJeCalll0 feudal 
chiefs and kings, over-ran the empire and the cul')JJies of' 
Rome, they were not so powerful in destruction as to oblite­
rate all traces and traditions of the municipalities. In the 
fief granted by a suzerain to a lord, or by a lord-paramount 
to a vassal, the towns and their population were included; 
and the lord assumed the right of disposing of' all or any of 
the inhabitants as his will directed him. But he could 'lIot 
always exercise this right. The democratic principle of' 
Roman muuicipality was dormant but not dead, and it was at 
times, by the poignancy of the feudal oppression, roused from 
dormancy. 

Had the theocratic, the aristl)cratic, an (I monarchial powers 
been content to hold the feudal rule equally between them, 
democracy might have slept itself tIl (leath, or, waking from 
sleep by oppression, have destroyed its own existence in the 
violence of'its efforts to be free. But the theocratic power, 
assuming authority over the king,,; and lords, and posscssing a 
sacred character, gave freedom to bondsmen, by affordillg 
sanctuary in the churches. Rebellious vassals alJd fU;citile 
boors, to escape from punishment, fled to the churches within 
the walled towns, claimud sanctuary before the altars, aBd 
obtained it. In the towns they became residents, and traders, 
or craftsmen, and, from the manner of their entrance there, 
were not likely to be the last who would oppose, or speak of 
opposing, the privileges of the lords-paramount. By the sanc­
tuary of' the church, in short, thcre were drawn from feudal 
dominion assemblages of men who imbibed and propagated 
opinions of individual liberty, not only subversive of feuualislll, 
but ultimately subversive of theocracy and church sanctuary 
itself. In like manner the monarchs gave charters of in corpora-­
tion to those town-dwelling opponents of aristocracy, with 
the view of weakening the lord-superiors of fiefs, and of 
strengthening monarchy; and the incorporated burghers ulti­
mately became too strong even for kings, and demanded and 
obtained a share in the supreme government of the nation. 

In later times we have seen the incorporated towns, trades, 
and public bodies of men, restraining the expansion Cof trade. 
Looked upon thus, they have been condemneu as monopolists, 
and all trade charters and commercial privileges of corpora­
tion have been condemned with them, as unjust and always 
evil in their operation. But they were not always unjust nor 
always evil in their operation. Their first purpose was to 
prot~'ct private protJt'rty and iudi I'irlualliber~y, with?ut whi~h 
protection no commerce could hav~ come mto ~xlstence m 
the feudal ages. It was when the first dClll.;nt of commerce, 
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the security of individual possessions, had been long esta­
blished and long out of danger, and upon which c?mmerce had 
become national, and was so great as to reqUIre the com­
plete application of its second element, freedom of exchange. 
It was then that corporations, once the cradles of infant 
trade, and for many generations its nurseries, were found to 
be so small for its dimensions as to restrain its growth and 
to cripple it. 

Yet, notwithstanding the privileges of t.he chartered traders 
dwelling in town,~, neither the royal protection nor the influ­
ence orthe church, as a theocracy, \wre always able to save 
them from the injustice of the feudal barons. The borough 
trader was allowed to come without the walls with his wares 
to sell at caRtle gates and at the statute fairs; but the re­
tainers of the lord, often headed by the lord himself, lay in 
watch for the burgher's return with the price of the goods he 
had sold. This led to the burgher,; rai"ing a militia, and go­
ing forth in armed hands, which again led to warfare, and n0t 
unfrequently to the feudal chiefs uniting together, laying siege 
to, capturill~ and plundering, the refractory towns. But this 
again, p~peci:dly in Italy and Flanders, roused the burghers to 
new efforts of resistance, and even to aggression upon the 
castles and the fiuf~, whereby they asserted their independence, 
and \\'('c"tell from the lords-paramount charters of enfranchise­
lllent and treaties of peace. 

Thus we s('u how antagonistic principles and actions have 
produced re"lIlt,,< fa vouraule to human liberty and civilisation. 
From the cannibalism of the saY:l,!'!"(" through all the grada­
tion~ <;f t~i~e.chieftaini'hip, n:ri,~t(\cracy, theocracy, monarchy. 
mUl11clpahtll',;, and democratIC representations, we may trace 
the progress of security to individual property, and the nearer 
approach of those a,!'!"('S of civilisation in which men shall ex­
change their thoughts and their commercial commodities with 
equal freedom, anll ill which the physical allll the intellectual 
nature of all human kind shall be enlluringly exalted . 

. We shall now review individually those personages of 
h.lstory who have ~Y law"" 01' philosophy. 01' commercial prac­
tICe, taken a lL'aJ In the development of the civilizinO' principles 
of'trade. /:) 

SECT. IV.-KING OFFA OF lIIERCIA. 

The la~t a,nJ the great~st act of statesmanship in favour of 
commerCIal il'eedom, prevIOus to the time when those words 
lwfore tl~e I'l'adcr',., eyes were TII'",t traced on paper, was the 
act uf' Su' Robert Peel, for the abolition of all restrictions on 
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the importation of corn into the British islands; an act passed 
in 1846, to take final effect in 1849. The last public decla­
ration of Sir Robert Peel's sentiments upon this act, and upon 
the other free-trade measures passed into law while he was 
prime minister, was made to his constituents in the town of 
Tamworth, at the general election of 1847, a year after he 
had ceased to be prime minister. 

In that same town of Tamworth the first political letters 
from England to a foreign ruler, establishing a treaty of com­
merce were written. They were the letters of Offa, king of 
Mercia, to Charlemagne of France. Mercia was one of the 
seven kingdoms into which England was divided by the Anglo­
Saxons. It comprised the present counties of Lincoln, Not­
tingham, Derby, Leicester, Northampton, Rutland, Hunting­
don, Bedford, Buckingham, Hertford, Oxford, Gloucester, 
Worcester, Warwick, Stafford, Salop, and Chester. It thus 
included the shores of the Humber, Trent, Thames, and 
Severn, and the Dee, at Chester, which was for many cAntu­
ries after that period a chief seaport. But in addition to 
holding the possession of those navigable rivers, Offa was t1:te 
superior of the other Anglo-Saxon kings. They held their 
kingdoms from him by feudal tenure. 

In forming treaties of commerce with Charlemagne he 
acted for all England. His own letters of negotiation have 
not been preserved, but one of the answers received has been 
committed to history. It refers in the first instance to the 
tax upon pilgrims travelling to Rome. 

" Charles, by the grace of God, King of the Franks and 
Lombards, and patrician of the Romans, to our venerable 
and most dear brother, Offa, King of the Mercians, greeting. 
First, we give thanks to God for the sincere Catholic faith 
which we see so laudably expressed in your letters, concerning 
the strangers who, for the love of God and the salvation of 
their souls, wish to repair to the thresholds of the blessed 
apostles, let them travel in peace without any trouble. Never­
theless, if any are found among them not in the service of 
religion, but III the pursuit of gain, let them pay the esta­
blished duties at the proper places." 

This refers to the practice of smugglers going into the 
dominions of Charlemagne under the disguise of pilgrims. 
He continues:-

" We also wiII that merchants shall have lawful protection 
in our kingdom according to our command ; and if they are 
in any place unjustly aggrieved, let them apply to us or our 
judges, and we shall take care that ample justice be done to 
them." 



J4 FREE l'RAOE AND THE LEAGUE. 

Offa began to reign in the year 757 and died in 795. 
Be:sides encourarrinO' our internal and external commerce, he 
caused a ditch t~ b~ cut from Bristol to Bassiugwork in Flint­
shire as a barrier to the Britons in Wales. He overC8.1lle 
the disturbers of peace on every side and maintained peace, 
whereby he did more to make trade extend itself than any 
law directly intended for its extension could have dOlle. 
Trade is as natural to hum:1n society as vegetation is natural 
to the earth. It will at any time, in any place, spring, grow, 
and flourish, if not restricted by the want of freedom or opposed 
by violence. . 

Articles of silver and gold were probably those whICh the 
pilgrim smugglers and the English merchants dealt in; for 
English workmanship in gold was already famed upon the 
continent. The returns for such commodities were probably 
silks from Lombardy; but more certainly they \\ere in good 
part religious relics manufactured at Rome and sold in 
England. 

Previous to this d:1te the Jews were settled in England as 
traders. Possibly that enterprising but oppressed race intro­
duced the civilizing dements of foreign commerce into Britain 
as they did into every other nation of Europe. Previous 
to the crusades which gave the warrior Christians of Europe 
an in:-:ight into the costumes of dress and furniture in 
the east, and enabled them to return to their respective coun­
tries with much useful knowledge of arts and manllfactums, 
the migratory Jew>; were the only instructors of the Euro­
peans in the uses of' articles of oriental luxury. 

SECT. V.-KIXG ALFRED. 

Thi,; illustrious prince may be reckoned as one of the pro­
moters of English commerce, inasmuch as he taught his 
Saxon subjects the use of a naval armament, and the practice 
of ship-building for the defence of the coasts and towns 
situated on navigable rivers. Tho Danes, a Scandinavian 
race, who were well practised and adventurous upon the sea 
as the Saxons had formerly been, invaded England as the 
S~xons had also formerly done. Alfred fought many battleg 
WIth the Danes, defeating them, and being defeated in turn. 
They were too courageous, too well inured to the adventures 
of war, and too much in love with the fertile fields which the 
Saxons had usurped, to be easily driven awav. To the future 
ad~anb~.!;c of t.he lIlariti~1C I'uperiority of' "Britain, they re­
maull',l, and l111l1g1ed thf'll' bluml and ene}'O'etic natures with 
the slower and more solid Saxons. I t ha~ also been alleged 
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that Alfred instituted trial by jury, which, had it been true, 
might have been set down as promotive of that security to lif~ 
and property which is the original source of trade. But trial 
by jury-a jury formed of the witnesses for and against an 
accused person-had been practised immemorially by the 
Saxons, and continued to be practised for several centuries 
after Alfred's time. However, there were other things dono 
by Alfred which gave an impetus to the trading progress of 
the kingdom. He not only built ships and practically taught 
the duty of sclf reliance, he improved the art of house­
building by the use of stones and brick, and encouraged reli­
gion and learning by the foundation of colleges, and by deny­
ing preferment, clerical or political, to priests or laymen who 
were not able to read Latin or English. He classified and 
embodied in writing the lalYs which before were traditional 
aud capricious. All those good services were for the future 
benefit of commercial England. They would have been more 
immediately beneficial had not wars, as usual, interrupted the 
progress of the internal and external trade, which was the 
offspring of liberal and honest government. Alfred died in 
the forty-sixth year of his age and twenty-fourth of his reign, 
in the year 901. 

SECT. VT.-KING ATHELSTAN. 

This king was the grandson of Alfred, and is more re­
markable than any of hi~ predecessors for the respect he paid 
to trade and traders. He passed a law that every merchant 
who had made three foreign voyages should be created a 
thane, or a noble, with all the honours and privileges of nobility. 
He was the first monarch who ruled over the whole of Eng­
land. He engaged in several wars, but peace and not con­
quest seems to have been his motive. He overcame the 'Velsh 
in battle, and captured Howell their chief. But he gave him 
his dominions back, saying it was more glorious to make a 
king than to dethrone one. He made the \Velsh tributary 
to England, and entered into treaties of peace with the Scotch. 
He promoted the progress of religion and learning by having 
portions of the 13ible translated into Saxon. He promoted 
civilisation by the free scope and favour he gave to commer­
cial intercourse. Having reigned fifteen years and some odd 
months, from 925 to 941, Athelstan died at Gloucester 011 

the 27th of October, and was buried at Malmesbury. 
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BECT. VII.-THE PIUNCEI:3S ELFG1VA. 

Edmund, brother and next successor of Athelstan, need 
only be mentioned here for the sake of his wife, Elfgiva.. 
This lady gained an illustrious place in hist~ry by. the dev?­
tion of her royal influence and wealth to the lIberatIOn of vIl­
lains and slaves. She purchased the liberty of those who hll.d 
good ability as craftsmen, and set them to work as freedmen. 
She thus extended the foundations of that personal freedom 
and industrial enterprise which has made Britain eminent 
among nations. Elfgiva was celebrated in her day for all the 
other virtues which do honour to womankind. Hel· husband, 
King Edmund, was stabbed by an assassin named Leof, in 
Puclde Church, Gloucestershire, in the seventh year of his 
reign, and was buried at Glastonbury.A bbey, in Somerset­
shire. Of this abbey, at that time, Dunstan, the famous 
blacksmith, was abbot. The next two kings, Eored and Edwy, 
may only be named, bl'eause Dunstan lived while they reigned, 
and was banished by Edwy. He was recallell by Edwy'a 
successor, Edgar. and made Archbishop of Canterbury. 

SECT. VIlI.-KING EDGAR THF. PEACEABLF.. 

This king promoted commerce and manufacturl's. He en­
joined by law, with the adviee of DIU1~tan, that all monks 
should learn some trade of handicraft, practise it in the 
monastic establishment, and teach it to others. He Imilt 
ships, and increased the navy to 350 ves"l'l~; maintained the 
national supremacy in the English and Irish Channels against 
invasion and piracy; and reigned in greater dignity and power 
than any previous sovereign of England. To keep the feU\lal 
turbulence of the Thanes in moderation, he founded the 
Abbeys of Abingdon and Ramsey, and added much wealth 
and many privilegc8 to that of Croyland, and also built forty­
seven monasteries, in all of which, for the benefit of the 
untaught boors, who knew no arts but swine-breeding and a 
rude agriculture, he caused the mechanical arts to be made a 
monastic qualification. To restrain excessive drinkinO', he 
caused pins to be inserted in the drinking cups, and ord7tined 
that certain penalties should be paid by those who drank 
deeper than the next pin. To destroy the wolves of the Welsh 
mountains, he laid a tribute of wolves' heads on the princes of 
Wales, who sent him 300 each year for three years, after 
which they had none to send, the wolves being all dead. 
Edgar the Peaceable died in the year 975, in the thirty-secolld 
ye:u of his ago and seventeenth of his reign, and was buried 
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at Glastonbury Abbey. He was succeeded by his son Edward, 
a youth twelve years old, who, at the end of three years and 
a half, was murdered in Corfe Castle, Dorsetshire, at the 
instance of his stepmother, Elfrida, that her son Ethelred 
might be king. Ethelred was crowned by Dunstan, who was 
still archbishop of Canterhury. On this occasion a coronation 
oath was administered to the sovereign for the first time, a 
step towards constitutional government suggested and en­
forced by Dunstan. This Ethelred, second of the name, was 
a feeble king, always embroiled in warfare. In his reign 
Dunstan died. But the archbishop succeeded before his 
death in impressing upon the criminal Elfrida the necessity 
and virtue of penitence. She founded two nunneries and con­
fined herself to one of them, that of "\VherweIl, three miles 
from Andover, in Hampshire. In accordance with the coun­
sel of Dunstan, who never omitted an opportunity of advan­
cing the interests of manufactures and trade, she gave free­
dom and corporate privileges to many of the bondmen around 
WherwelI, and granted them the charter of a fair. The fair 
is to this day a great mart for sheep, to which the farmers 
of Wilts and Hampshire go with their flocks. The land, 
which was given to the freedmen as an inheritance, is in 
most part now a preserve for game. We may stand on the 
elevated green, where sheep, cattle, and farm-implements are 
shewn for sale, and look abroad upon the bewildered agricul­
ture amid the game preserves, and back upon the far distant 
pages of history, and be at a loss to decide, so far as any evi­
dence there can prove, whether the world has advanced or reo 
trograded, or only stood still, since those pages were written. 

SECT. IX.-S'l' DUNSTAN, ARCHBISHOP AND BLACKSMITH. 

If, standing on the green at 'Vherwell fair, in Hampshire, 
we be at a loss to say whether the world has advanced, or 
retrograded, or stood still, during the 870 years which have 
elapsed between the last queenly days of Elfrida the criminal, 
and the eleventh year of Victoria the virtuous, so far as wild 
beasts and birds, and the bewildered science of agriculture 
can help us to a decision, we shall not be at a loss to tell in 
which direction the world has moved if we turn to the forges 
of the mechanics and the science of working in iron. From 
the rude smithies of Dunstan at Glastonbury and Abingdon. 
where the simplest forgework was associated in the popular 
mind with the belief that the monkish mechanic was assisted 
by demons who were taken by the nose with his red hot tongs 
tl) hold them to their work, and who in turn took the red hot 
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tOIlO'S and held Dunstan their master by the nose! Let us turn 
fro~ those rude smithies, and the ruder traditions of the 
demon apprentices, and look upon the engine and the machine 
making of the Stephcnsons, Sharps, Fairbairns, Roberts's, or 
Nasmyths of l\1anclw"ter, or into the 1V0rkshops of a thousand 
other master mechanics throughout the kingdom, and what 
see we? Machinery, as if it had mind and soul within it, is 
making machinery; making it to ,~ork in th~ mine,. in the 
ship, at the factory, at the forge, WIth the spmdle, WIth the 
shuttle, with the hammer, with the file, upon water, upon 
earth, and upon all the materials which come out of water or 
of earth. Machinery making machinery, as if every motion 
was an impulse of benevolence, each heave of the motive steam 
an aspiration for human well-being; making it to comfort 
and clothe the body, to transmute the body's rags for the 
mind's highest services; making machinery to imprint, while it 
is yet the sleeping time of night, mind-enlarging thoughts in 
endless multiplication of copies; machinery making machin­
ery to take the speed of the wind to all the compass points at 
once, from whence the wind ever blew, to scatter millions of 
thoughts among millions of thinkers while the> sun is still but 
rising; making machinery to subdue time and space, highest 
mountains and widest oceans, to achieve conquest over 
enmities as deep as oceans-over differences of language, race, 
and prejudice, obdurate as mountain rocks and almost as 
ancient. And who stalllls by to guide that machinery whose 
motion is thus to create power to multiply and reproduce ~ 
Not the evil demons whom ignorance associated with Dunstan, 
when English iron-working was first begun, for all the ser­
vices done for mankind here are beneficent, righteous, and 
spirit freeing; not the divinities fabled to be godlike, for 
there is nothing done here which is magical or mysterious, all 
is expli?able, s?ient~fic, simple. Mechanic journeymen and 
apprentICes of mtellIgent thought, of skilful hand, direct the 
bellows to blow the furnace, the hammers to strike the heated 
iron, the chisels to cut it, the incisors to incise it, the planes 
to plane it, the lathes to fashion it, the screws to screw and 
join it, and the rivets to rivet it; and when it is fitted, 
joined, rivetted, and built into an engine, they give it fire 
and water, an.d it heaves and blows, and takcs upon itself 
the offices of hfe and the power of locomotion, and performs 
more wonderful feats of strength than is attributed even in 
tradition to that fabled assistant whom Dunstan led forth 
to work by the nose with his red hot tongs. 

That Dunstan was a politician, so acute in his tactics as to 
be a.ccounted in history a cunning schemer, we easily need 
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believe. No other species of political talent could have 
raised him, as a monk, to be successively abbot, bishop, arch­
bishop, and pope's legate, in times ot' such turbulence, and 
during the reign of no less than seven kings. Had he been 
a less ambitious man, he would have been less useful to the 
age in which he lived and to posterity. Had he been a lesH 
talented and patriotic man, yet not less ambitious, he would 
have been content to rule as an archbishop without instruct­
ing mankind and sowing the seeds of eivilisation through his 
country as a mechanic. To his counsel given to the sovereigns 
under whom he lived, and to his own episcopal injunctions 
to the clergy whom he governed, to have all monasteries as­
sociated with workshops for the practice and diffusion of the 
mechanical arts, Englaud, in hoI' subsequent ages of industry, 
is deeply indebted; more indebted to Dunstan than to any 
single improver of the science of mechanics after him until 
James'Vatt. 

But he was a painter as well as a worker in iron and all 
other metals. A picture of the Saviour, with Dunstan pros­
trate, painted by himself, and bearing inscriptions from his 
own hand, is still preserved at Oxford. Another branch of 
art to which he applied himself was somewhat analogous to 
the designer or pattern drawer of modern calico printers. He 
drew the patterns for the colours in lady's roboii, coloured 
them, and instructed others in the art. Historians, living 
long after the semi-barbarous age of Dunstan, have ridiculed 
this distinguished churchman for the supposed puerility or 
vulgarity of his pastimes; they themselves being inexcut'ably 
ignorant of the unspeakable services rendered to all posterity 
by a man in his position rescuing a nation from industrial 
lethargy and ignorance. 

The casting of church bells was one of his mechanical em­
ployments; and there is reason to believe that he invented 
moveabletypes for printing. He died in the year 989. 

From this period up to the Norman invasion in 1066, there 
was nothing done by any individual or public en'nt to pro­
mote trade, and not much done, save what resulted from 
incessant wars and revolutions, to deteriorate it. Per­
haps the country derived an ultimate admntage from those 
wars, arising from the invasions of the Danes, which mOrD 
than counterbalanced the evil done at the time. An adven­
turous and hardy race of maritime northerns settled in all 
the seaports, and sowed the ancestral energies of the future 
mariners of England. There was one man, however, in this 
period who should not be overlooked- \V ulfStan, bishop of 
W orcestor. His services to commerce resulted from his 8e1'-
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vices to humanity. In conjunction with him, we should also 
notice St Augustin, who had devoted himself in the same 
manner to teach them humanity and the spirit of Christianity 
several centuries earlier. 

SECT. X.-THE ANTI-SLAVERY PREACHERS, ARCHBISHOP Ap'GUSTIN 

A:>D BISHOP WULFSTAN. 

History affirms that. Britain owes the introduction of the 
Christian religion, through the mission of St Augustin, to 
the sale of English slaves in Rome. There Gregory, the pa­
tron of the Christian missionary, saw them exposed for sale, 
and, pitying the heathens who made commerce of their chil­
dren, he sent Augustin to Britain to convert them to religion 
and humanity. But, unwilling as the Pagan Saxons were to 
embrace the new religion, they were most obdurately stubborn, 
and for several centuries they continued obdurate, on the bu­
siness of slave dealing. Five hundred years after the conver­
sion of the Saxon kings and people nominally to Christianity, 
there were regular markets for the exportation of slaves to 
INland at Chester and Bristol, those cities being the chief 
ports for Irish intercourse, slaves being the chief commodity 
exchanged for gold and silver, of which Ireland then possessed 
more than England. The superior knowledge of the indus­
trial arts among the Irish in that age, which the remnants of 
architecture and records of learning still attest, was doubtless 
the attractive cause which induced the slave commerce with 
the less civilized but commercially inclined Saxons. 'Villiam 
of Malmesbury, writing nearly a hundred years after the Nor­
man conquest, affirms that the practice of selling even their 
nearest rebtions had not been entirely abandoned in Nor­
thumberland. Possibly the Romans, who were the first slave 
dealers in :Britain whom we read of, and remnants of whom 
remained long in Northumberland, their descendants are al­
leged to be traceable there to this day-possibly the slave 
selling was both introduced and continued by them. 

In the biography of Bishop 'Vulfstan, written about the 
time of the Norman conquest, we read the following:-

"There is a seaport town called Bristol, opposite to Ire­
land, into which its inhabitants make frequent voyages on 
account ?f trade. W ulfstan cured the people of this town of 
a most Inveterate custom, which they derived from their an­
cestors, of ~:mying men and women in all parts of England 
and .exportmg them to Ir~Iand .for the sake of gain. They 
carried women to market In theIr pregnancy that they might 
get a better price. You might have seen, with sorrow, long 
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ranks of yOlmg persons, of both sexes and of the greatpRt. 
beauty, tied t()gether with ropes, and daily exposed for sale; 
nor were they ashamed-oh, hon'itl wickedness !-to give up 
their nearest relations, nay, their own children, to slavery. 
Wulfstan, knowing the obstinacy of those people, sometimes 
stayed two months among them, preaching every Lord's day, 
by which, in process of time, he made so great an impression 
upon their minds, that they abandoned that wicked trade, 
and set an example to all the rest of England to do the sam3." 

In the reign of the second Ethelred, between 978 and 1016, 
laws were passed, by the influence of the church, forbidding 
the sale of slaves out of the kingdom. But laws were enacted 
rather as admonitions than as statutes. The trade was not 
abolished until a later period. 

The relative proportions of freemen and bondmen, and the 
various classes of those in bondage immediately before the 
Norman invasion, have been thus recorded. 

SECT. XI.-('[,ASSES OF SAXON SOCIETY. 

The popuJa,tion of England was then, about the year 1050, 
estimated at 1,800,000. 

[n thirty-four counties the burgesses and citizens amounted 
to 17,105; villains to 102,704; bordars to 74,82:~; cot­
tars, 5947; serfs or thralls, to 26,;;.')2; the remaining popu­
lation consisted of freemen, ecclesiastics, knights, thanes, and 
landowners. Two-thirds of the entire population, subsisted in 
different degrees of servitude, though the persons strictly 
slaves were not above one out of every seven of the higher 
laborious classes of villains, bordars, and cottars. 

The price of a slave was quadruple that of an ox-slaves 
and cattle formed the living money. They passed current in 
the payment of debts and in the purchase of commodities, at 
It value fixed by law, and supplied the deficiency of coin. 
Thus pecus cattle is the origin of the Latin l)ccunia, money, 
and of the English word penmiary. The manumission of a 
slave to be legal had to be performed in public, in the market, 
in the Hundred Courts, or in the church, at the foot of the 
principal altar. The lord, taking the hand of the slave, offered 
it to the bailiff, sheriff, or clergyman, gave him a sword and a 
lance, and toM him the ways were open, and that he was at 
liberty to go wheresoever he pleased. 

The operatives of the Anglo-Saxons were mostly in a servile 
state. The clergy ano. the great had domestic servants who 
were qualified to supply them with those articles of trade and 
manufacture which were in common use. Hence in monas-

'lIL I. 2 
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teries we find smiths and carpenters, millers, illuminators, 
architects, agriculturists, and fishermen. Smiths .al!d c~rpen­
ters were the most numerous and important, as mmlstermg to 
the chief secular pursuits of the time-war and agriculture. 

The shoemaker was a comprehensive trade, uniting branches 
that now form distinct busill(',"f;('s, as appears from the follow­
ing list of articles he fabricated :-Ankle-Ieathers, shoes, 
leather hose, bottles, bridles, thongs, trappings, flasks. boiling 
vessels, leather neck-pieces, halters, wallets, and pouches. 

The salter, baker, cook, and fisherman, were common 
occupations. 

The art of dyeing scarlet by the help of an insect was dis­
covered about 1000. 'Yeaving and embroidery were prac­
tised. Edward the Elder had his daughters taught to exer­
cise their needles and distaff. Indeed spinning was the com­
mon occupation of the Anglo-Saxon ladies. Alfred, in his 
wiIl, calls the female part of his family the "spindle-side."" 
So, too, Egbert, when mtailing his estates on his male de­
scendants to the exclusion of females, says-" To the spear­
side, and not to the spindle-side." Of the skill and industry 
of the ancient spinsters we have an extraordinary instance in 
the tapestry which is still preserved in the cathedral of Bayeux. 
This curious relic of antiquity is a vast linen web 214 feet 
long, and two broad, on which is embroidered the history of 
the conquest. It is supposed to havA been executed by Eng­
lish women under the direction of ,Matilda, wife of William I. 
Many of the figures are without stockings, though none are 
without shoes, which makes it probable that shoes were more 
generally used than stockings at this period. The common 
people, for the most part, had no stockings, nor any other 
covering on their legs, and even the clergy celebrated mass 
~vith their le~s bare, till a law ~va~ made against the practice 
m the counCil of Chalchnythe m 185. 'Yooden shoes, which 
are now esteemed the marks of the greatest indigente and 
misery, were worn by the greatest princes of Europe in the 
ninth and tenth centuries. 

From the custom of.kings mak!ng p~esents of rich garments, 
vases, bracelets, and rmgs to their W Itans and courtiers, and 
of great lords doing the same to their knio-hts the trade for 
making these must have had much employ~ent'. One of .the 
Saxon t;ade.s seem~ to have be~n the tavern or public-house; 
for a priest IS forbidden to drmk at the "wine tuns." An 
ale-house and ale-shop are also mentioned in the laws. 

The Anglo-Saxons, who were unacquainted with the build­
ing arts, destroyed the magnificent structures left bv the 
Romans. Nor did they much improve in the knowledge of 
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architecture for two centuries after their arrival. During that 
period masonry was quite unknown and unpractised in this 
island: the walls of the churches and even of the cathedrals 
were built of wood. Towards the end of the seventh century 
masonry was restored, and some other arts connected with it 
introduced bv two ecclesi:\.~tics who had visited Home. These 
were the fa~ous \Vilfred, Bishop of York, and Benedict 
Biscop, founder of the Abbey of ,,, eremouth. \Vilfred was a 
great architect, and erected several structures at York, 
Ripon, and Hexham, which were the admiration of his ag". 
Those singular structures, called round towers, of which 
specimens are still to be seen at Ardmore in Ireland, and 
Abernethy in Scotland, are supposed to have been erected in 
the tenth century.-( Trade's Chronology, Craik's British Com­
merce, ('ailldr:n's Britannia, TIII·ner's History, JJIacphel'son's 
Commerce.) 

SE(]T. XII.-THE ANTAGONIS:l1 OF MONARCHY, ARISTOCRACY, AND 

THEOCRACY, RESULTS 1:'1 THE GREAT CHARTER OF E:\'GLAr\D. 

From the Korman invasion in 1066 to the "igning of Magna 
Charta by King John on the ] 5th of June I :215, commerce, 
domestic and foreign, was 8acrificed by revolutions and war, 
and by legislation intended for its promotion, not less detri­
mental than revolutions and war. The killgs who reigned 
during that time were-First, 'Villiam the Con1lueror, who re­
duced many of the free Saxons to bondage, and who, through 
a Ilew feudal ,,),stem, turned the civilisation of England back­
ward. Second, 'William 11., his son, who, like him, laid 
cultivated districts of great extent and high fertility waste, for 
the pleasure of hunting-an evil example readily imitated by 
the nobility and gentry, and not yet abandoned. In Hamp­
shire alone, they laid waste thirty-six parish churcheFl and 
villages, and forty miles of country, giving no compensation 
to the plundered inhabitants. Tltird, Henry I., youngest son 
of the Conqueror, who had a literary education, and from it 
was surnamed lleauclerc. He did some good for trade by the 
regulation of weights and mea~ures. Fourth, Stephen, the 
grandson of the Conqueror. F~fth, Henry IL, the grandson 
of Heury I., and son of Geofrey Plantagenet, a French noble. 
Sixth, Richard I., the crusader, third son of Henry J 1., 
after whom was King John, the sixth son of Henry II. In 
the reign of Henry I., an assembl~', which is alleged to have 
been the first parliament, was held at Salisbury, but it con­
sisted only of the privill'gl'd nobles and bishops. Tn that 
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reign the navigation of the TrenL and the Witha~ was im­
proved by a cutting seven miles long. Stephen dId less for 
the advancement of trade than his predecessor H~nry I. In 
him the monarchy had neither honour nor safety; It was beset 
with conspiracies on every side. "The succession to the 
crown" not being regulated by any fixed principle, ~he decease 
of the sovereign was inmriably followed by an mterval of 
rapine and confusion. Till a new king had ascended the throne, 
and received the homage of his subjects, it was assumed there 
could be no violation of "the king's peace;'" in consequence of 
this mischievous doctrine, the execution of justice was sus­
pended, and the most lawless outrages committed with im­
punity. The disorders which usually accompanied a demise 
of the crown were continued uninterruptedly during the whole 
of Stephen's reign. To secure a usurped throne, he was 
compelled to make concessions to the clergy and nobility, 
equally destructiyo to his own authority and the public tran­
quillity. The former considered themselves bound by their 
oaths of allegiance to the king only so long as they were pro­
tected in their usurpations; and the latter, in return for their 
submission, claimed the right of fortifying their castles, of 
coining money, of making war, and exercising other functions 
of sovereignty. Besides the general desolation arising out of 
a disputed title, the country was ravaged by baronial feuds, 
in which the nobles, aided by their vassals and mercenary ad­
venturers, made war upon each other with the utmost fury. 
During these conflicts the condition of the people was most 
deplorable; no security either for person or property. The 
castIe~ were so mal:y de~s of robbers, who sallied forth day 
and mght to commIt spOIls on the open country, the villages, 
and even the cities; the woods were infested with banditti; 
and such were the dangers to which the inhabitants were con­
tinually exposed, that on closing their doors at night it was 
customary to put up a short prayer against thieves and 
plunderers. 

Torture was frequently resorted to by the titled brigands 
to extort from tho people the produce of their industry. 
"Some," says the Saxon chronicler, "they hanged up by 
the feet, and smoked with foul smoke; some by the thumbs 
or by the beard, and hung coats of mail on their feet. They 
put them into dungeons with adders, and snakes, and toads; 
many thousands they wore out with hUllO'er." In short the 
reign of Stephen was a condensation ol'all the evils of'law­
less power-ne!ther justice nor humanity-and the natural 
result of such dIsorder ~as the cessation.of the arts of industry, 
the land was left untilled, and a grIevous famino ensued, 
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which reduced both the spoilers and the spoiled to extreme 
desti tu tion. 

The manners and customs of this half-civilized age are not 
without interest, and shew that an uneducated period is not 
ono of virtuous simplicity. The court, in its perambulations 
through the country, exhibited a motley assemblage of the 
kind usually congregated at Bartholomew fair. " When," 
says Peter of Blois, "the king sets out in the morning, you 
see multitudes of people running up and down as if they were 
distracted; horses rushing against horses; carriages over­
turning carriages; players, whores, gamesters, confectioners, 
mimics, tailors, barbers, pimps, and parasites, making so much 
noise, and, in a word, such an intolerable tumult of horse and 
foot, that you imagine the great abyss hath opened, and that 
hell hath poured out all her inhabitants." 

More abbeys were erected in this reign than in 1 00 years 
before, and the king giving leave to the nobles to build castles, 
1500 of these fortresses were erected in different parts of the 
kingdom. There was no regular taxation, but the contend­
ing p:1rties m:1int:1ined themselves principally by the plunder 
of' each other's tenants.- 1 Vade's Cltl'onology. 

Henry II. came more into conflict with the clergy than with 
the nobles who had disturbed Stephen's reign. The ecclesi­
astics committed many offences, they resisted the power of 
the civil law, upon which the king held a national assembly of 
lords, lay and clerical, at Clarendon, a royal residence three 
miles east of the city of Salisbury, in January 1164. A series 
of regulations for the clergy were promulgated, and called, 
from the name of the place, the constitutions of Clarendon. 
The pope refused to ratify them, and Beckitt, archbishop of' 
Canterbury, sided with the pope. The monarchy, in the per­
son of Henry II., for a time asserted its superiority over the 
church, but the church was at last powerful enough to make 
the king hold the stirrups while the archbishop mounted his 
horse. And again the church gave monarchy, also in the 
person of Henry II., forty stripes on the bare b:1ck. The 
clergy waxed more loose in their moral discipline by the 
increase of their power, yet still they took the lead in all 
works of public improvement. In this reign a priest, Peter 
of Colechurch, built the first London Ll'itlge. The ascend­
ancy of the clerical power resulted well for the liberty of' the 
lower grades of the people. In their opposition to the king 
and tho feudal barons, the clergy liberated many bondmen, 
and hastened the time when all were fre€'. And when the 
time came that they were all free, the excesses of the church 
were corrected, and its power was subdued by the united 
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action of the liLeraU,.\ bondmen of the aristocracy, from 
whom tlwir freedom hali been wrested, and of the tnonarchy 
w!ii(,1t became strong as the barolls, divested of their feudal 
priviic!.!','", beCallll' w('ak. , 

Richard 1., by joining in the c~usades, s~~pd Engl.ls~ ~om­
m('rce In his aLsence and wallt of opportumtIes to do It InJury. 
King J~hn led the way to his own subjection and the exten- , 
sinn ~ of !,opular rig:lts by imprisoning twenty-two noble~en in 
Corf'e C:L.,tie, where they were stanCIl to death. "Liberty 
of all kinds waR vendible in the reign of John," says the 
British, c1tI'IJI/.1)1u(!i"t, "en'n that of commerce and com­
mercial ri!!hts .. The men of 'Yorcester paid the king 100 
shillings that they might have the liberty of selling and buying 
dved cloth aR f()rill "rly. Geofrt'y Fitzpierre gave two good 
l"urway ha wks for leave to export a hundred weight of cheese 
out of the king's dominions. The Archde~con of 'Veils gave 
:IIIe tun of \\'iIlP for leave to carr\' GOO seams of corn whither 
'Ie would. l'der Parois gave t\~enty merk" for leave to salt 
fish a" Peter l'lWV:l lier used to do. Richard de ?\ eville gave 
twenty palfr('ys to obtain the king's request to Isulda Bisset 
that she should take him for a husband. Rogel' Fitzwalter 
gave three good palfreys to have the king's letter to Ro~er 
Bcrtram's mother tllat she should marry him. Robert de 
Veaux gave five of the best palfreys that the king would hold 
his tongue about Henry Pinel's wife." And so on did the 
king proceed from (Jill' Lad act to a worse, until he vexed the 
nobles so much, that they rose ag-ainst hi" injustice, pro­
poundl'l\ the charter to him, and bound him to it. 

The charter, ho\\,cvC'l', was considered rather a pu1Jlic recog­
nition of dormant immunities than a conccssion of new privi­
leges. But even this indicated a I'rn,S:Tc~o;ion ill society; for it 
was no slight step in constitutional liberty to havc aclmow­
ledged, and defined by a public law, rights which were pre­
viously vague or ol'i'olde. 

It ordains that all freemen shall be allowed to go out of the 
kingdom and rcturn to it at pleasure. One weight and one 
measure shall be e~tablished throughout the kingdom; courts 
o~ justi~e s~lall be stationary, and not ambulatory with the 
l'.mg; ClrcUits were to be held regularly every year; and jus­
tIce no longer to be sold, refused, or delayed. Merchants to 
be allowe~ to !r~nsact all business without being exposed to 
tolls. and ImpOSItions. No freeman to be taken or imprisoned, 
or dispossessed of his free tenement or liberties, or outlawed, 
~)r uanished, 01: anywise hurt or injured, unless hy the legal 
Judgment of hIS peers, or the law of the land. Lastly, there 
",as a stipulation in faw,ur of the villains, the IJII",t numeruus 
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class probably in the kingdom, and which hitherto had been 
considered unworthy of legislative notice. It was ordained 
that they should not be deprivc:d, by any fine, of th(·ir carts, 
ploughs, and implements of industry. 

Civil liberty had yet, however, made little progress. Laws 
were only arbitrary edicts issued by the king, with the con­
sent of his privy council. According to feudal principles, all 
property was held of the king, on consideration of certain 
services. When a baron died, the king immediately took 
possession of the estates, and the heir was obliged to make 
application to the crown, and desire that he might be admitted 
to do homage for his land, and pay a composition to thfl king. 
This composition was arbitrary, and fr(!([llently exorLitant, 
the king keeping possession of the estate till it was paid. If 
the heir were a female, the king wn,s entitled to offer her any 
husband he thought proper of the .~[l,me l'iLllk; and if she re­
fused him she forfeited her land. E\'en a male heir could not 
marry without the royal consent; and it was usual for men to 
pay large sums for the liberty of choosing a wife. Justice ",as 
a regular article of traffic, even in the king's court; and in 
Madox's History of the Exchequer there are numerous in­
stances of the sums paid for the delaying, expediting, suspend­
ing, and, doubtless, preventing justice. 

SECT. XIII.-HISTOI:ICAL GLAXCE FROM KING JOHN TO RICHARD II. 

King John died in 1216, and was succeeded by his so n 
Henry III., who died in Ui2. Henry III was succeeded by 
his son Longshanks, Etlward I., who died in l:)()i. Longshanks 
was a king of war and not of commerce. Fortunately both 
for his English subjects an(l his Scottish enemies, he died at a 
time when the warlike conquest. of Scotland seemed almost 
certain. HaJ he completed the conquest, and made Scotland 
an integral part of a British kingdom, as it is now, the service 
to both countries, and to civilisation, would have been some 
justificatiun of his warlike adventures. But the political policy 
of that ao-e despised commercial alliances. No moderation on 
the part ~f the English would have sufficiently sweetened thE 
bitternel>"" of denationality among the Scotch. But there 
would not have been moderation. That quality of g-overnment 
was unknown then, amI for several centuries aftenmrds. I j 
was better, therefore, that Edward I. died at the time he did 
He was succeeded by his son Edward II., who was monstrol1~lj 
put to death by a confederacy between his queen and the nobles. 
The external war.; in his father's reign were succeeded by in-
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ternal broils in his. '1'he kingdom was still infested with rou­
bel's, who were greatly augmented i~ number by the famine 
which prevailed during most of the time ~f Edward II. The 
waste oy war had led to the n~glect of agrI~ultu~e; the barons 
were unable to feed their retamers, who, bemg dIscharged, met 
in troops like armic:", and overran the coun~ry .. E?,~~rd II. 
was succeeded by Ius son Edwunl 111., who died m 1.->1 ,. He, 
too was a warrinO' and \\'a.~tin(! king', and he had a son more 

, to ~ C • F 
mischil'vous than himself, Edward the Black Prmce. 01'-

tunately for Eng-land, this firebrand expired in early life. Ed­
ward Ill. was succeeded by Richard 11., son of the Black 
Prince. Richard died in 1399. 

During the n·ign of those five son-reigns, Henry IlL, Ed­
ward I., Edwanl 11., Edward IlL, and Richard IL, from 1216 
to 1 :399, England prolluced several eminent servants of their 
country and of mankind. The names of some of. them are 
entirely lost, though the benefit" tlw}' gave to theIr country 
survive. Others are ollly known by name, no record tells from 
whonce they call1e, how long tiw}' lived, nor when they died. 
One of these was a weu\'or of Bristol. 

SECT. XIV.-THO)lAS BLA:-.'KET. 

While Edward Ill., in 1337, repeated hi", invasion of Scot­
lan.l, and ., ravagod the country with great fury, burning 
Aberdl'l'n and many 8maller towns," as the historians tell us; 
and while he was engaged in raising an army to innlde France 
in 1:338, exacting from the impoverished English people all 
their wealth to waste it in war; and when he was wasting 
France with \\'ar, borrowing money from all foreign princes who 
would lenll to him, pawnin(! the English crown, which made him 
a king, that he might still farther extend destruction over 
fertile France; when, in the battles which our historians and 
poets have so minutely recorded, and. loftily sung of, swords 
clashed with swords, amI battle-axes rung upon coats of mail, 
the warrior-heroes of England, mingling their blood and hacked 
heads with the blood and hacked heads of the warrior heroes 
of France, there was a servant of mankind making a noise in 
Bristol, which was of infinitely greater service to England than 
the entire conquest of Europe would have been. This was 
Thomas Blanket. The noise he made was not that of the 
clashing sword, but of, the clashing shuttle. His purpose was 
n?t to destroy wh:~t 1~ls l'ountry already possessed, but to give 
hIS country what It dill not yet fJo>.sess-hlankets-a coverinp' 
of comfort to go to bell with, to sle('p under, that it might b~ 
refre8hed in sound sleep, and ri"e in health and strength to 
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its daily work of making mankind happier uy ueing ha;'picr 
itself. 

Thomas Blanket was soon imitated by his neighbours, who, 
like him, set up looms in their own houses, and ma(ie woollen 
cloth like Hlat which he marle. The cloth was named by his 
name; and to this day, and through all time ill this country, 
will the nn,me be known, though nothing dR' is known of this 
weaver than that he was the first to introduce the blanket 
manufacture into England. 

No cloth of any kind had been weaved in Englan,J be:ore 
the reign of Edward III. \V e read that in 1;):3] John 
Kemp, from FlanderR, introduced the weaving of dot.h into 
England, that the king imited fullers, dyers, and so forth, to 
come from Flanders and settle here. This policy on the part 
of Edward was discreet; and, viewed in connection with 
some other of his actions, prove him to have had some per­
ception of the real sources of national well-being. But he no 
sooner allowed the cloth manufacture to be implanted in 
England than he almost rooted it up again by restrictive 
enactments and oppressive taxes to carryon his wars.-(See 
sections ]7,18, ]9, and 20.) 

The manufacture of the twisted double thread of woollen, 
called worsted, was introduced into England about this time, 
or soon after. The village of \Vorsted, about fifteen miles 
from Norwich, was the first place wherc this thread was 
made, and it took the name of the village. There is no spin­
ning nor woollen manufact.ures there now (1848) but from the 
tombs in the graveyard, and the benefactions left to the 
parish which are recorded in the church, we have proof that 
the manufacturers of Worsted were numerous, opulent, and 
lived there in successive generations during several centuries. 

It may also be noticed here, that after inquiring into the 
history of' the parish and manufactures of \V orsted, we visited 
Linsey, which gave the name to the fabric known as Linsey 
Wolsey; and Kersey and the Mere close to it in Suffolk, 
where the workshops were situated in which the cloth called 
Kerseymere was first made. The cloth so called now differs 
from the original, and there is but little trade of any kind in 
Kersey now. But, as at \V orsted, the graveyard and the 
church have many records of manufacturers long deceased. 
Their names, though now Anglocieed and common in Suffolk, 
are all of Flemish origin. 

Colchester in Essex was also the English home of many 
Flemish emigrants who brought their manufacturing enter­
prise with them. The working of baize was earried on there 
to a large extent; but this was long suusequcnt to the time of 
Edward III. to which \Ye must again rdurn. 
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SECT. XV.-JOH:\' WICKLIFF • 

.Tohn ":-ickliff was neither a trader nor a maker of laws to 
promote or retard the progress of tr:],(le; nor was he a war­
rior who wasted the wealth and national prosperity which 
trade is parent to. But he was an emancipator of the human 
mind, the originator of that church reform in England which 
reduced the theocratic power from its dang8rous height to a 
level commensurate with the development of democracy, and 
of that cirilliberty upon which the free commerce of nations 
can alone be solidly reared and permanently maintained. 

He was born in the reign of Edward II. 1:324, at Wickliff, 
from whence his name, a secluded village on the Yorkshire 
bank of the Tees, a few miles distant from the carpet weaving 
town of Barnard Castle, in Durham. It is remarkable that 
""ickliff village, famous as the birth-place of this Protestant 
reformer, should have continued to be, as it still is, the 
property of a Catholic family. 'Vickliff was educated for 
the priesthood at Oxford, and was subsequently incumbent of 
the parish of Lutterworth. He was an eloquent preacher, 
and a bold speculator both in politics and religion. He is first 
mentioned in history in the year 1360, in a controversy be­
tween the different orders of friar;.. Soon afterwards he 
steppe,l forth and denied the supremacy of the church at 
Rome. He maintained that the Scriptures were the sole rule 
of faith; that the church was dependent on the state, and 
should be reformed by it ; that the cll'rgy ought to possess no 
estate; that the numerous ceremonies of the church were 
hurtful to true religion; and that where repentance is sincere 
confession to a priest is useless. He translated the Scriptures, 
but his vel'~ion has nCYer been published; his other numerous 
works are chiefly in manuscript in the libraries at Oxford. He 
died at the vestry of Lutterworth, of paralysis of the brain, 
while administering the sacrament on the 31st of December 
1:3S+, aged sixty . 
. The unhappy differences which n?w arose on religious ques­

tIons at home and abroad, gave bIrth to many crimes upon 
both sides, and to persecutions abhorrent to reason and h:uma­
nity; yet, out of those differences arose thinkers and habits 
o.f thought which ended in the good of all. Religious persecu­
tion drove the Flemings to England, not alone with their 
peculiar opinions about auricular confession, transubstantiation, 
miracles, images, and clerical authority, but with their pecu­
liar skill in the manufacture of cloth, worsted, and" bays and 
say;.," and silk. They settled in ollr towns and villages, and 
gave us manufact11l'es which have become the chief pillar of 
our national gl'l'atlll'c: .. '. 
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SECTION XVI.-ROGER DACON. 

There were several eminent ecclesiastics, and other learned 
men besides \Vickliff in the time of Hem), I., the nl'"t three 
Edwards, and Richard IL, there was l\Iichael Sl':lt the lll:ltlll'­
matician, John Duns Scotus the learned casuist, Matthew Paris 
the historian, and Geoffrey Chaucer and Jolin (: I .wcr the poets; 
but none of them exercised any discernible illfitu:nce 011 

politics or pop ubI' progress. None of them \\,'1'8 pioneers to 
the army of thinkers who have followed and liberated man­
kind save \Vickliff and another. That other was Roger 
Bacon, a monk, sometimes called a magician, but in reality a 
practical philosopher, and by far the greatest benefactor to 
his country as a mechanician, who had appeared since the 
death of Archbishop Dunstan. 

He was born near Ilchester in 1214. The novelty of his 
researches in natural philosophy alarmed the monks of his 
Ol·del·. They looked upon him as half magician, half herdit>, 
or half of something deemed to be more dangerous than 
either, and confined him for a space of t\yenty years. But he 
was too much of a philosopher to affect to work miracles. 
Many of his writings are il~ the library of the British l\1useum, 
and shew him to have been a philosopher of amazing compre­
hensiveness, not alone for the age in which he lived, but for 
any age. His" Opus Magus," his " Theasarus Chemicus," 
and his" Treatise on the Infirmities of Old Age," have been 
published. 

Notwithstanding the obstacles to the discovery and diffu­
sion of knowledge, says the author of Brit is!. Cla'onology, 
writing' of this period, there was a visible intellectual progres;;, 
to which Roger Bacon, that great luminary of the thirteenth 
century, most effectually contributed. This prodigy of his 
age recommended his contemporaries to interrogate nature 
by actual experiments in lieu of wasting time in abstract rea­
soning. No m:1n, says he, C,tn be so thoroughly convinced by 
argument that fire will burn as by thrusting his hand into the 
flames. Bacon himself spent two thousand pounds-a great 
sum ill those times-in constructi:~g instrumellt" and making 
experiments in the course of twenty years; and it is a well­
known fact, that by those experiments he made many dis­
coveries which have excited the astonishment of' succeeding 
ages. He despised magic, incantations, and other tricks, as 
criminal impositions on human credulity, and affirmed that 
more surprising works might be performed by the combined 
works of art and nature than even were pretelHkd to be per­
formed by magic. "I will now," says he, "meiltion some of 
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the wonderful works of art and nature, in which there is no­
thing of magic, and which magic could not perform. Instru­
ments may be made by which the largest ships, with only one 
man guiding them, will be carried with greater velocity than 
if they were full of sailors; chariots may be constructed that 
will move with incredible rapidity without the help of animals; 
instruments of flying may be formed, in which a man, sitting 
at his ease, and meditating on any subject, may beat the air 
Nith his artificial wings after the manner of birds; a ",mall in­
strument may be made to raise or depress the greatest 
weights; an instrument may be fabricated by which one man 
may draw a thousand men to him by force and against their 
wills; as also machines which will enable men to walk at the 
bottom of rivers or seas without danger." 

Most of the wonders here indicated have been accomplished 
in modern times, though by means probably very different 
from those imagined by Hoger Bacon. The locomotive steam 
engine; the paddle wheel and the screw propeller; the diving 
bell; and the hydraulic press. Hydraulic presses are now 
(1848) made to raise to the height of two hundred feet the 
tubular tunnels of the Britannia railway bridge, weighing each 
thirteen hundred tons; and other presses (" all small instru­
ments," a'l Bacon foreshadows) may be made to lift any 
weight whatever. 

Of the chemical discoveries of Roger Bacon, gunpowder has 
Lecome the most popular. It was his misfortune to live in an 
age whr.n chemical discoveries could not serve the manufac­
turing industry of the country, that having hardly then come 
into existence. This remarkable man of sciences died at 
Oxford on the 11th of June l~U~. 

- --- ----~ ------
SECT. XVH.-THE LAWS OF THE STAPLE. 

The word staple, in its primary acceptation, appears to have 
meant a particular port or other place to which certain com­
modities were obliged to be brought to be weighed or measured 
for the payment of the customs, before they could be sold, or 
in some cases exported or imported. Here the king's staple 
was said to be established. The articles of English produce 
up~:m which customs were anciently paid were wool, sheep­
skms, ~ or woolfels,) and leather; and these were accordingly 
denommated the staples or staple goods of the kingdom. 
The persons who exported these goods were called the Mer­
chants. of the Sta:ple: they were incorporated, or at least 
re?ogmsed as form mg. a society with certain privileges, in the 
reIgn of Edward II., If not earlier. I-Iakluyt has printed a. 
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charter granted by Edward II., the 20th of May 1313, to 
t.he mayor and council of the merchants of the staple, in 
which he ordains that all merchants, whether natives or 
foreigners, buying wool and woolfels in his dominions for ex­
portation, should, instead of carrying them for sale, a.s they 
had been wont to do, to several places in Brabant, Flanders, 
and Artois, carry them in future only to one certain staple in 
one of those countries to be appointed by the said mayor and 
council. It appears that, upon thi~, Antwerp was made the 
staple. But, although the power of naming the place, and 
also of changing it, wa~ thus conferred upon the society, this 
part of the charter seems to have been very soon disregarded. 
In subsequent times the interferences of the king and the 
legislature, with regard to the staple, were incessant. In 
1326 it was, by the royal order, removed altogether from the 
continent, and fixed at certain places within the kingdom. 
Cardiff, in Wales, a town belonging to Hugh Despenser, is 
the only one of these new English staples the name of which 
has been preserved. It may be noted also that tin is now 
mentioned as one of the staple commodities. In 13~8, it was 
enacted "that the staples beyond the sea and on this side, 
ordained by kings in times past, and the pains thereupon pro­
vided, shall cease, and that all merchant strangers and privy 
(that il'1, foreigners and natives) may go and come with their 
merchandizes into England, after the tenor of the Great 
Charter." In 1332, however, we find the king ordaining, in 
the face of this act, that staples should be held in various 
places within the kingdom. In 1334, all the lately established 
staples were again abolished by the king in a parliament held 
at York. In 1341, the staple was re-established by a royal 
act at Bruges, in Flanders. In 1348, again, after the capture 
of Calais, that town was made the staple for tin, lead, feathers, 
English-made woollen cloths and worsted stuffs, for seven 
years. All the former inhabitants of Oalais, with the excep­
tion, it is said, of one priest and two lawyers, had been 
removed, and an English colony, of which thirty-six merchants 
from London were the principal members, had been settled in 
their room. In 1353, by the statute called the Ordinance of 
the Staples, the staple for wool, leather, woolfels, and lead, 
was once more removed from the continent by act of parlia­
ment, and ordered to be held for ever in the following places, 
and no others-namely, for England, at Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
York, Lincoln, Norwich, Westminster, Canterbury, Chi­
chester, Exeter, and Bristol; for 'Vales, at Carmarthen; and 
for Ireland, at Dublin, Waterford, Cork, and Drogheda. The 
"for ever" of this statute remained in force for ten years, 
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aIHI no longer. From the preamble of the statute 43d 
Ellwal'd III., it appears that it had been ordained, for the 
profit of the realm, and ease of the merchants of Eng­
land, that the staple of wools, woolfels, and leather, 
should be holden at Calais; and that there accordingly it 
had been holden since the first of ~Iarch 1363. By this last­
mentioned act, however, passed in 1369, it was again, in con­
sequence of the renewal of the war with France, fixed at cer­
tain places within the kingdom-being for Ireland and \Vales 
the .~ame that have been jll.~t mentioned, but with the substi­
tution, in the case of England, of Hull, Boston, Y.:mnouth, 
and (llll'(~nbuJ'.l!,·b, for Canterbury, York, Lincoln, and Nor­
wich. In I::~i(j, nevertheless, on the complaint ofthe inhabit­
ants of Calais, that their city was declining, the staple was 
restored to that place; and it was now made to comprehend, 
not only the ancient commodities of wool, woolfeis, and leather, 
and those more recently added, of lead, tin, worsted stuff~, 
and feathers, but also cheese, butter, honey, tallow, peltry, (or 
skins of all kinds,) and what are called "gauh:e," which have 
been supposed to mean osiers for making l;askds; these diffe­
rent articles probably comprehending all the ordinary exports 
from the kingdom. But this restriction of the whole export 
trade to one market was soon relaxed. In 13i.s (by 2d Rich. 
I L stat. 1, c. 3) it was enacted, that all merchants of Genoa, 
Venice, Clttalonia, Arragon, and other countries towards the 
west, that would bring their vessels to Southampton, or else­
where within the realm, might there freely sell their goods, 
and also recharge their vessels with wools, and the other mer­
chandises of the staple, on paying the same customs or duties 
that would have been payable at Calais; and in 1382 (by the 
5th Rich. II. stat. 2, c. 2,) all merchants, whether foreigners 
or nativE'S, were permitted to carry wool, leather, and \\'oolfels, 
to any country whatever, except France, on payment of the 
Calais duties beforehand. In 1384 we find the wool-staple 
altogether removed from Calais and estab.Iished at Middle­
burgh. In 1388 (by the statute I ~ Rich. II. c.16) it was 01'­

df'l'e<l to be fixe!l once more at CaIai" ; but in 1390 (by the 14th 
Rich. II. c. ]) it was brought back to the same English towns 
in which it had bccn fixed in 1:3.i:3. The vcry next year, how­
ever, it was enacted that, instead of these towns, the staple 
should be held a t such others upon tlw coast as the lords of 
the cou~cil should direct; and it would eycn appear (from the 
15th RIch II. c. 8) that, a.t least for a part of the year, the 
staple of wool and also of tin was still at Calais. ~, Staples 
and restraints in Eng!alld, and a second st.aple Ilnd other re­
straints at til(' same time on the continent !" exclaims tho his-
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torian of our commerce, in noting this fact, " the conllition of 
the merchants who were obliged to deal in staple goods was 
truly pitiable in those days of perpetual changes." It is not 
quite clear, however, that the English staples wel'e stiil con­
tinued; it is perhaps more probable that. they had been 
abolished when the staple was restored to Calais. However 
this may be, it appears, from the statute 21 Rich. II. c. 17, 
passed in 1398, that at that time Calais was the only staple; 
and such it continued to be from this time till it \\"as recovered 
by the French in 1538, when the staple was establisl1L'd at 
Bruges. The old staple laws, however, had been consiuerably 
relaxed in the course of that long interval. 

One of the prerogatives assumed by the crown 'n those 
days, somewhat similar in its nature to that of fixing the 
staple of the foreign trade of the kingdom, was the right 
of restricting all mercantile dealings wil:1tcYcr, for a time, 
to a certain place. Thus, Matthew Paris tells us that, in 
the year Bi-;i, Henry III. proclaimell a fair to be held at 
Westminster, on which occasion he ordered that all tile' 
traders of London should shut up their shops, and carry 
their goods to be sold at the fair, and th~Lt all other fairs 
throughout England should be suspended during the fifteen 
days it was appointed to last. The king's ohject, no doubt, 
was to obtain a supply of money from the tolls and otilel' dues 
of the market. What made this interference be fdt as a 
greater hardship was, that the weat.her, all the time (If tile 
fair, happened to be excessively bad, so that not only tIle 
goods were spoilt, exposed as they were to the rain in tents 
only covered with cloth, and that probably imperfectly enou~iJ ; 
but the dealers themselves, who were obliged to eat tlll·ir 
victuals with their feet in the mud, and the wind and wet 
about their ears, suffered intolerably. Four years afterwards 
the king repeated the same piece of tyranny, and was again 
seconded by the elements in a similar fashion. This time, too, 
the historian tells us, scarcely any buyers came to the fair; 
so that it is no wonder the unfortunate merchants were loud 
in expressing their dissatisfaction. But the king, he adds, 
did not mind the imprecations of the people. 

There was nothing that more troubled anu bewildered both 
the legislature and the popular understanding, during the 
whole of this period, than the new phenomena oonnected with 
the increasing foreign trade of the country. The advantages 
of this augmented intercourse with other parts of the world 
were sensibly enough felt, but very imperfectly comprehended; 
hence one scheme after another to retain the benefit upon 
terms wholly inconsistent with the necessary conditions of ita 
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existence. Of course, in all exchange of commodities between 
two countries, besides that supply of the respective wants of 
each which constitutes the foundation or sustaining element 
of the commerce, a certain portion of what the consumer pays 
must fall to the share of the persons by whose agency the 
commerce is carried on. I t is this that properly forms the 
profits of the commerce, as distinguished from its mere ad­
vantages or conveniences. The general advantages of the 
commerce, apart from the profits of the agents, are alone the 
proper concern of the community: as for the mere profits of 
the agency, the only interest of the community is, that they 
shall be as low a,~ possible. From the course, however, that 
the popular feeling has at all times taken, it might be sup­
posed that the very contrary was the case; for the cry has 
constantly been in favour of making this agency, as far as pos­
sible, a monopoly in the hands of the native merchants, al­
though the effect of the exclusion of foreign ('olllpetition, if it 
could be accomplished, really couId be nothing else than an 
enhancement of the profits of the a",en('y, and, consequently, 
of' the charge upon the COn,'llll1el'. In fact, if the exclusion 
were not expectl'(l to produce this effect, it never would be 
sought for by the native merchants. That it should be 
sought for by thclll i,~ natural enough, but that they should 
be supported in this demand by the community at large is 
only an instance of popular prejudice and delusion. In all 
commerce, and especially in all foreign commerce, a body of 
intermediate agents, to manage the exchan,!!e of the commo­
dities, is indispensable; the good~ must be brought from the 
one country to the other, which makes what is called the 
carrying trade; they must be collected in shops or warehouses 
for distribution by sale; ('\"('11 their original production, in 
many eases, cannot be efficiently accomplished without the re­
gular assistance of a third class of persons :-namely, dealers 
in money or in. cr('~lit.. But to the public- at l:ll'ge it is really a 
matter of perfect mdlfference whether these merchants, ship­
owners, an(l bankers, or other capitalists, be natives or 
foreigners. Not so, however, thought our ancestors in the 
infancy of our foreign commerce. The commerce itself was 
sufficiently acceptable; but the foreigners, by whose aid it 
was necessarily in part carried on, were the objects of a most 
intense and restless jealousy. \Vhatever portion of the pro­
fits ~f the commerce fell to their share w~s looked upon as 
!lothmg better than so much plunder. TIllS feeling was even 
I~ some. degree extended to tho '~hole of the foreign nation 
WIth wInch the commerce was carned on; and, in the notion 
that all trade was of the nature of a contest between two ad-
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verse parties, a?d that whatever the one country gained the 
other lost, the lllfl!1mmation of t~e popular mind o.ccasionally 
rose t? suc.h a heIght th::t notlung less would satisfy it than 
an abjUratIOn of the foreign trade altogether. But it never 
was long before this precipitate resolution was repented of and 
reyoked.-(Craik's Britislt Commerce, ~lIIacpherson's Annals.) 

SECT. XVIlI.-THE CLOTH TRADE. 

Tn the wan' between Henry III. and his barons, the latter 
endeavoured to turn to account against the king the national 
jealousy of foreigners, which his partiality for his wife's French 
connexions hall greatly exasperated. In 1261 they passel\ a 
law which may be regarded as the first attempt to establish 
what has been called, in modern times, the manufacturing sys­
tem. It prohibited the exportation of wool, the chief staple 
of the country, and ordained that no woollen cloths should be 
worn except such as were manufactured at home. 'Vhatever 
may be thought of the policy of nursing the infancy of domestic 
manufactures in certain circumstances by protections of this 
description, the present attempt was undoubtedly premature, 
and its author:" confessed as much by appending to their prohi­
bition against the importation of foreign cloth an injunction or 
recommendation that all persons should avoid every superfluity 
in dress. 'V hat were thus denounced as extravagant super­
fluities were evidently those finer fabrics which could not yet 
be produced in England. The effect of this law, in so far as 
it was enforced or obeyed, could only have been to add to the 
general distress, by embarrassing more or less all classes of 
persons that had been ever so remotely connected with the 
foreign trade, and above all others the chief body of producers 
in the kingdom. If the wool was not to go out of the country, 
much wealth both in money and in goods would be prevented 
from coming in, and all the branches of industry which that 
wealth had hitherto contributed to sustain and feed would 
suffer depression. 

I t would appear that, either from want of skill, or a scarcity 
of woad, in consequence of the usual importations from the 
continent being checked, dyed cloths could not be obtained in 
sufficient quantity in England a few years after this time; for 
it is recorded that many people were now wont to dress them­
selves in cloth of the natural colour of the wool. Simon de 
Montford, it seems, professed to be an ad~irer. of this plain­
ness of apparel, and was accustomed to mallltalll that foreign 
commerce was unnecessary, the produce of the country being 
fully sufficient to supply all the want.s of its inhabitants. And 
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so, no doubt, it was, and would be still, on thi~ principle of 
rigidly eschewing all superfluities; but tha.t.i~ th~ principle of 
the stationary and savage state, not of CIVIlisatIOn and pro­
gressivo improvement. 

The prohibition against the importation of foreign cloth, 
however, appears to have been soon repealed. In 1271, when 
disputes broke out between Henry and the Countess of Flan­
ders, we find it renewed in terms which imply that the trade 
had for some time previous been carried on as usual. This 
sccoml suspension also was of short duration; and on various 
subsequ(;nt occasions, on which the attempt was made to brea~ 
off the natural commercial intercourse between the English 
producers and the Flemish manufacturers, the result was the 
same; the inconvenience was found to be so intolerable to both 
countries that it never was submitted to for more than a few 
months or weeks. 

Absurd regulations, however, were from time to time im­
posed on the trade carried on by foreigners, the temper and 
principle of which would, if carried out, have led to its com­
plete extinction, and which, half measures as they were, could 
ollly have had the effect of diminishing its natural advantages. 
In l~i;j, for instance, an order was issued by Edward I., ob­
liging all foreign merchants to sell their goods within forty 
days after their arrival. If foreigners continued to resort to 
the country in the face of the additional risks created by this 
law-risks of ina(]eC]uate returns if they complied with it, of 
detection and punishment if they attempted to evade it-we 
may be certain they exacted a full equivalent in the shape of 
higher prices for their f!'no(]s; or, if they failed to do this, they 
must soon have been fo\"c(;(] to give up the trade altogether, 
for thore was no other way by which it could be made to yield 
its usual profits. 

SECTION XIX.-THE EXPULSION OF THE JEWS. 

Tn the year 1290 the bigotry and rapacity of Edward I. 
inflicted what must haso proved a severe blow upon the C0111-
morce of the kingdom by the sudden expulsion of' the whole 
body of the Jews. The principal pretence for this proceeding 
appears to have been that the Jews had been the chief' 
clippers of the coin. Tho principal motive, no doubt was the 
replenishing of the royal exchequer by the spoil of the hated 
and helpless ~'ae:'; for the J c~\'s had always been regarded, 
not only as forclgnor.~ and ahens, but as, in a lllanner, the 
absolutA property of the crown, which, under that view was 
restrained from pillaging and otherwise oppressing them 
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to any oxtent it chose hy neither law nor custom, nor by any­
thing except a prudent calculation of how far it might go 
without injury to its own interests-without impairing the 
productiveness of the source from which it drew its iniquitous 
profits. In the present instance, even this consideration gave 
way under the pressure of some strong excitement or urgent 
need, the popular feeling, we may be sure, eagerly seconding' 
the royal passion or policy. The manner of the proceeding 
was as barbarous as the motive, whether fanaticism or thirst 
of plunder, might prepare us to expect. Only two months' 
warning was gi\'en before the fatalIst of l'Iovember, on which 
day it was ordered that every Jew should quit England, never 
to return, on pain of death. Not only all their houses and 
tenements, but also all their bonds for money owing them by 
Christians, were seized by the kinp:, who afterwards exaded 
payment of the debts, as if the money hall been lent by him­
self. The accounts differ as to whether they were allowed to 
carry their movable prop('I'ty with them; as much, of course, 
was left thclIl as might defray their chargei' in crossing the 
sea, and we may suppose they secretly cOlI\'('),(,,1 away as 
much more as the} could; it is affirmed that whole ship-loads of 
them were made away with lJ)' the sailors for the sake of what 
they had with them. The common account is that the exact 
number thus driven out was 16,511; and no J,,\\' wa" ('vcr 
afterwards allowed to set foot in this country, till, without 
any change having been made in the law, they 'luietly bC,!!:ln 
to reappear after the restoration, three hUlHln'd and seventy 
years subsequent to the general expulsion. 

SECT XX-I,-GOYETI:\"M\i:NT AND NATl'HE AT w.\It. 

No foreign merchants were in those days allowed to reside ill 
England except by special license from the king; amI even 
under this protection they were subjected to various oppres­
sive liabilities. It was not till 1303 that a gellcral chartl'l· 
was granted by Edward I., permitting the llll'J:.chants of ()er­
many, France, Spain, Portugal, Navarre, Lombardy, Tuscany, 
Provence, Catalonia, Aquitaine, Toulouse, Q\lC'J'(~~', Flanders, 
Brabant, and all foreign countries, to come sardy to any of 
the dominions of the English crown with all kinds of mer­
chandise, to sell their goods, and to reside under the protec­
tion of the laws. But eYen this general toleration was clog­
ged with many restrictions. The goods imported, with the 
exception of spices and mercery, were only to be sul,1 whole­
sale. No wine was to be carried out of the country without 
special license. Above all, no relaxation was granted of the 
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ancient grievous liability under which every resident stranger 
was placed of being answerable for the debts and even for the 
crimes of every other foreign resident. It appears from the 
records of the Exchequer that, in 1306, a number of foreign 
merchants were committed to the Tower, and there detained 
until they consented severally to give security that none of 
their number should leave the kingdom, or export anything 
from it, without the king's special license. Each of them 
was at the same time obliged to give in an account of the 
whole amount of his property, both in money and goods. 
Security against being subjected to this kind of treatment 
had been accorded in a few particular instances; but it was 
not till the year 1 :3.53 that the law was formally altered by the 
Statute of the Staple already mentioned, and the ancient 
practice was not wholly discontinued till long afterwards. 

The general charter of 1303 was followed within fonr 
years by a still more extraordinary attempt than any that 
had yet been made to control the natural course of com­
merce. In 1307, Edward issued an order prohibiting 
either coined money or bullion to be carried out of the 
country on any account. The merchants, therefore, who 
came from other countries were now reduced to the neces­
sity of either directly bartering their commodities for the 
produce of the kingdom, or, if they sold them for money 
in the first instance, of investing the proceeds in other goods, 
before they could Le permitted to return home. This was a 
restriction so thoroughly opposed to every commercial prin­
ciple, that it could not be rigidly maintained; the very year 
following its promulgation, an exemption from it was accorded 
to the merchants of France by the new king, Edward II., an,l 
similar relaxations of it were afterwards permitted in other 
cases. But, although from its nature it did not admit of be­
ing strictly enforced, it long continued to be regarded as the 
law of the country, and repeated attempts were made to se­
cure its observance. In 133.;, Ly the 9th Edw. II I. st. 2, it 
was enacted, that no person should henceforth carry out of 
the kingdom either money or plate without special license, 
upon pain of forfeiture of whatever he should so convey away. 
Sworn searchers were appointed to see that the law was ob­
~erved at all the ports; and it was further ordered, that the 
mn-keepers at every port should be sworn to search their 
guests: the fourth part of all forfeits was assigned as the re­
ward of the searchers. In 1343, by the 17th Edw. III., 
n.ea~ly th~ same regu!ations were repeated, the principal va­
riatIOn bemg, that, to mduce them to do their duty more dili­
gently, the reward of the searchers was now rais.:::d to a third 
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part of the forfeits, and penalties were provide(i for their n£;· 
glect or connivance. We may gather from all this that the 
law had been extensively evaded. At length permission was 
given generally to foreign merchants to carry away one half 
of the money for which they sold their goods; the law is thus 
stated in the 14th Rich. II. c. 1, passed in 1390, and more 
explicitly in the 2d Hen. IV. c. 5, passed in 1400; but it is 
still expressly ordered, by the former of these statutes, that 
every alien bringing any merchandise into England shall find 
sufficient sureties, before the officers of the customs, to expend 
the value of half of what he imports, at the least, in the pur­
chase of wools, leather, woolfels, lead, tin, butter, cheese, 
cloths, or other commodities of the land. 

The ignorance and misconception from which all this legis­
lation proceeded, are exhibited in a striking point of view by 
the fact that the above-mentioned original order of Edward 
I., prohibiting the exportation of money, expressly permits 
the amount of the money to be remitted abroad in bills of ex­
change. And at all times, while the exportation of money 
was forbidden, the remittance of bills seems to have been al­
lowed. But a bill of exchange remitted abroad is merely an 
order that a certain party in the foreign country shall receive 
a sum of money which is due to the drawer of the bill, and 
which would otherwise have to be sent to the country where 
he resides; if no such money were due, the bill would not be 
negotiable; every such bill, therefore, if it did LOt carry 
money out of the country, produced precisely the same effect 
by preventing money from coming in. It was fit and natural 
enough, however, that this simple matter should fail to be 
perceived in times when it was thought that a great advan­
tage was gained by compelling the foreign merchant to sell 
his goods for produce instead of for the money which the pro­
duce was worth; indeed, it may be fairly said, instead of for 
less money than the produce was worth, for all restraints of 
this description inevitably operate to enhance the price of 
what is prevented from being openly bought and sold on the 
terms that would be naturally agreed upon between the par­
ties themselves. 

Another strange attempt of the English commercial legisla­
tion of those times was to impose a certain measure upon all 
foreign cloths brought to the country. By the act 2d Edw. 
III. c. J 4, passed in 1828, it was ordered that, from the 
Feast of St Michael ensuing, all cloths that were imported 
should be measured by the king's aulnagers, and that all 
those that were not found to be of a certain specified length 
and breadth should be forfeited to the king. The dimen-
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sions fixed by the statute were, f?r cloth of ray, (suppos~d 
to mean striped cloth,) 28 yards III length by 6 quarters In 

breadth; and for coloured cloth, 26 yards in length by 64 quar­
ters in breadth. The regulation of weights and measures within 
the kingdom was a proper subject of legislation, and had 
necessarily engaged attention long before this date; although, 
at a periocl when Rcience was unknown, the methods resortl'd 
to were necel-'sarily very inartificial, and sometime~ singular 
enough. Henry I., for example, soon after he came t? the 
throne, in ordaining that. the ell or prcl should be of umform 
length throughout the kingdom, could find no better standard 
for it than the length of his own arm. It might also have 
been found expedient, both for fiscal and other purposes, to 
direct that all cloth made for sale within the kingdom should 
be of certain specified dimensions; regulations to that effect 
have at least been usual down to our own day. But it was to 
stretch legislation on such matters beyond all reasonable 
limits to attempt to fix a measure for the cloth made in 
all foreign countries. Such a law, in so far as it ,vas enforced, 
could only hayc the effect of diminishing the supply, in other 
words, of raising the prices of foreign goock But, like most 
of the other absurd restrictions of the same character, the 
maintenance of this re!!"ulation was soon found to be im­
practicable: if it had b~en rigorously insisted upon, it would 
have excluded the manufactured goods of certain foreign 
countries from the English market altogether; and accord­
ingly, after gi\'ing a great deal of uselcss annoyance both to 
foreign merchants and their English customers, and after 
special exemptions from it had been granted to several na­
tions, it was at last repealed by the 2ith Ed",. III. st. 1, c. 4, 
passed in 1353, which provided that, "whereas the great men 
and commons have shewed to our lord the kiner how divers 
merchants, as well. foreigners as denizens, ha~c withdrawn 
them, and yet do Withdraw them, to come with cloths into 
England, to the great damagc of the king and of all his 
people, because that the king's aulnager surmiseth to mer­
chant strangers that their cloths be not of assize" therefore 
no foreign cloths should in future be forfeited on that account, 
but, when any was found to be under assize, it should simply 
be marked by the aulnager, that a proportionate abatement 
might be made in the price. 

This was also the era of various statutes against the sup­
posed mischiefs of forestalling. The statute" De Pistoribus" 
(attributed by some to the 5] st year of Henry IlL, by others 
to th~ l~th of Edward I.) contains the following empassioned 
descriptIOn and denouncement of this offence: "But especially 
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Le it commanded, on the behalf of our lord the king, that 
no forestaller be suffered to dwell in any town, which is an 
open oppressor of poor people, and of all the commonalty, and 
an enemy of the whole shire and country; which, for greedi­
ness of his private gains, doth prevent others in buying grain, 
fish, herring, or any other thing to be sold coming by land or 
water, oppressing the poor and deceiving tho rich; which 
carrieth away such things, intending to sell them more dear; 
the which come to merchant strangers that bring merchandize, 
offering them to buy, and informing them that their goods 
might be dearer sold than they intended to sell, and an whole 
town or a country is deceived by such craft and subtlety." 
It might be supposed from all this, that the forestaller 
bought the commodity for the purpose of throwing it into 
the sea or otherwise destroying it; it seems to have been f0r­
gotten that, like all other dealers, he bought it only that he 
might sell it again for more than it cost him, that is to say, 
that he might preservo it for a time of still higher demand and 
greater necessity. But for him, when that time of greater 
scarcity came, there would be no provision for it; if the 
people were pinched now, they would be starved then. The 
forestaller is merely the economical distributor, who, by pre­
venting waste at one time, prevents absolute want at another; 
he destroys nothing; on the contrary, whateycr he reserves 
from present consumption, is sure to be reproduced by him in 
full at a future day, when it will be still more needed. 
Were it otherwise, forestalling would be the most losing of 
all trades, and no law would be required to put it down. 
The English laws against forestalling, regrating, and engross­
ing, however, cannot well be made a reproach to the thirteenth 
century, seeing that they were formally renewed and ex­
tended in the sixteenth, and were not finally removed from the 
Statute Book till towards the end of the eighteenth. And 
even yet forestalling is considered to be a misdemeanour at 
common law, and punishable by fine and imprisonment. 

A still more direct attempt to derange the natural balance 
of supply and demand was made by parliament in 1315, when, 
with the view of relieving the people from the pressure of a 
severe famine, it was enacted that all articles of food should 
be sold at certain prescribed prices. It was strangely forgot­
ten that the evil did not lie in the high prices, but tho scarcity, 
of which they were the necessary consequence. That scarcity, 
of course, the act of parliament could not cure. In fact, food 
became more difficult to procure than ever; for even those who 
had any to scll, and would have brought it to market if they 
could have had a fair price for it, withheld it rather than dis-
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pose of it below its value. ''''hat was sold was for the most 
part sold at a price which violated the law, and which was 
made still higher than it would otherwise have been by the 
trouble and risk which the illegality of the transaction in­
volved. Butcher-meat disappeared altogether; poultry, an 
article of large consumption in those times, became nearly as 
scarce; grain was only to be had at enormous prices. The 
result was, that the king and the parliament, after a few 
months, becoming convinced of their mistake, hastened to re­
peal the act. 

The same thing in principle and effect, however, was repeat­
ed not many years after, by acts passed to fix the wages of 
labourers-in other words, the price of the commodity called 
labour. In 1349, (the 23d of Edward III.) immediately after 
what is called the Great Pestilence, there was issued (appa­
rently by the authority of the king, although it is printed as a. 
statute) "An ordinance concerning Labourers and Servants;" 
which directed, first, that persons of the class of servants 
should be bound to serve when required; and, secondly, that 
they should serve for the same wages that were accustomed to 
be given three years before. This ordinance, indeed, further 
proceeded to enjoin that all dealers in victual should be bound 
to sell the same "for a reasonable price," and inflicted a. 
penalty upon persons offending against that enactment-al­
though it did not presume expressly to fix a maximum of 
prices. The next year, by the 25th Ed. III., st. 2, after a. 
preamble, declaring that servants had had no regard to the 
preceding ordinance, "but to their ease and singular co\'etise," 
the parliament established a set of Hew provisions for effecting 
its object: this act, ho\\"(,\'er, contains nothing on the subject 
of the prices of provisions. The Statute of Labourers was 
confirmed by parliament in 1360, (by 34th Edward III. c. 9,) 
and its principle was long obstinately clung to by the legisla­
ture, notwithstanding the constant experience of its inefficiency, 
and indeed of its positive mischief, and its direct tendency to 
defeat its own proposed object; for a law is rarely harmless 
because it is of impracticable execution; the unskilful surgery 
of the body politic, as of the body natural, tears and tortures 
when it ~oes. not .cure, and fixes deeper and more firmly the 
barb whICh It falls to extract. By ihe ] 3th Rich. II. st. 1, 
c. 8, (passed in 1389-9.0,) it is ordained that, "forasmuch as a. 
man cannot put the prICe of corn and other victuals in certain" 
the)us~ices ?f peace sh~n every year make proclamation "by 
their discretIOn, accordmg to the dearth of victuals how much 
every mason, carpenter, tiler, and other craftsman' workmen 
and their labourers by the day, as well in harvest ~s in othe; 
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times of the year, after their degree, shall take by the day, 
with meat and drink, or without meat and drink, and that 
every man obey to such proclamations from time to time, as a 
thing done by statute." It is also ordered that victuallers 
"shall have reasonable gains, according to the discretion and 
limitation of the said justices, and no more, upon pain to be 
grievously punished, according to the discretion of the said 
justices." Finally, provision is made for the correct keeping 
of the assize (or'Rssessment from time to time) of the prices of 
bread and ale. The earliest notice of an assize in England is 
found in the rolls of parliament for 1203, the 5th of John; but 
the first introduction of the practice is probablv of older date. 
The most ancient law upon the subject that"has bc('n pre­
served is that entitled the Assisa Panis et Cerevi~iK', com­
monly assigned to the 51st Hen. III. (A.D. 1266.) The assize 
of bread and ale, it is to be remembered, determined the priccs 
of these cummodities, not arbitrarily, but by a ~cale regulated 
according to the market-prices of wheat, barley, and oat 1', so 
that the prices that were really fixed were those of baking and 
of brewing. The assize of bread was re-enacted so lately as 
the beginning of the last century, and was only abolished in 
London and its neighbourhood about thirty years ago: in re­
gard to other places, although it has fallen into disuse, the old 
law still remains unrcpealed. But various other articles, such 
as wine, fish, tiles, cloths, wood, coal, billets, &c., have at dif­
ferent times been made subject to assize; and in the case of 
most of these the a~size was a perfectly arbitrary determina­
tion of the price. The present period furnishes us with a 
curious example of the manner in which some of these attempts 
operated. By an ordinance issued in ] 357, (commonly calJcd 
the 31st Edw. III. st. 2,) it was directed that no herrings 
should be sold for a higher price than forty shilIings the last. 
But, in 1361, we find the king and his council, in a second ordi­
nance, (commonly called the statute 35th Edw. III.) frankly 
confessing that the effect of the attempt to fix prices in this 
case had been, "that the sale of herring is much decayed, and 
the people greatly endamaged, that is to say, that many mer­
chants coming to the fair, as well labourers and servants as 
others, do bargain for herring, and every of them, by malice 
and envy, increase upon. other, and, if one proffer forty shil­
lings, another will proffer ten shilIings more, and the third 
sixty shillings, and so everyone surmounteth other in the 
bargain, and such proffers extend to more than the price of 
the herring upon which the fishers proffered it to sell at the 
beginning." The ordinance promulgated with the intention 
or keeping down the price of herrings, had actuaIIy raised it. 
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Whcrefore, "we," concludes the new statute, " pcrceil'ing the 
mischiefs and grievances aforesaid, by the advice and assent 
of our parliament, will and grant, that it shall be lawful to 
every man, of what condition that he may be, merchant or 
other, to buy herring openly, and not privily, at such price as 
may be agreed betwixt him and the seller of the same her­
ring." This failure, however, did not deter the parliament 
two years after from fixing a price for poultry, (by the statute 
37 Edw. III. c. 3;) but the next year that otLlso was repealed 
by the 38 Edw. III. st. I, c. 2, which ordained that all people, 
in regard to buying and selling, and the other matters treated 
of in the preceding statute, should be as free as they were 
before it passed, and as they were in the time of the king's 
grn.ndfather and his other good progenitors.-(Craik'$ British 
Commerce.) 

BECT. }''"XII.-RICHARD II. JOHN BALL, WAT TYLER, AND JACK STRAW. 

Of the personal qualities of the three men last named we 
know little. The historians of their times have obscured them 
in ridicule. They rose against the feudal bws with a hundred 
thousand followcrs, and demanded protection to private pro­
perty and domestic sanctity. They deman,ded the abolition 
of slavery; freedom of commerce in market towns without toll 
or impost; and a fixed rent on land instead of the services 
done by villainage. Also that men should be allowed to work 
wheresoever and for whomsoever thev chose. At that time no 
man was allowed to work out of his own neighbourhood ex­
cept the inhabitants of Staffordshire, Lancashire, Derbyshire, 
part of Yorkshire, and the marches of Scotbnd and Wales. 

The mob of a hundred thousand persons who rose at the 
preaching of John Ball, and at the outrage committed upon 
Wat Tyler's daughter by the gatherers of poll-tax, and the 
vengeance of the incensed father, were easily dispersed. Tyler 
was slain by Walsworth, Lord Mayor of London, and John 
Ball and the secondary general, Jack Strn.w, were hanged. 
But the principles of protection to private property, freedom 
of slaves, freedom of internal commerce, and liberty to work­
ing men to choose their own masters, could not be extinguished 
upon the gallows. The mob was dispersed, and its leaders 
put to death, but the people of all degrees beneath the rank 
of the feudal barons and the heads of corporations, who now 
assumed privileges over inferiors similar to baronial feudalism 
in th~ir wo~·ks~o~s,. in thei: fields, ~lpon their family hearths: 
and m theIr mdlVldual mmds, mamtained the principles of 
personal freedom and security to private property. 
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But the extension of those principles was accelerated and 
carried into political society by the attempt of the king to 
reign in absolute sovereignty; the barons confederated, 
marched upon tho king in London, punished his advisers, 
clerical as well as lay, and, that they might control him the 
more effectually, they appealed to the burgher class of traders 
and freedmen for help. This contest resulted in less power 
to the sovereign, more to the people, and greater trouble and 
danger to the barons. The latter ,vere divided; some ad­
hering to Richard and others conspiring to dethrone him. In 
the midst of these distractions his cousin Henry lJuke of 
Lancaster appeared in open rebellion against him in Yorkshire, 
declaring that he came to redress grievances. The nobility 
and gentry flocked to his standard. Richard was deposed, 
and Lancaster was made king as Henry IV. 

SECT. XXIII.-IIENRY IV. THE PROUD CLERGY, AND THE" ILLITERATE 

PARLIAMENT." 

Shakespere has put into the mouth of this troubled and 
troublesome king the royal aphorism, "Uneasy lies the head 
that wears a crown." Henry IV. had not been long crowned 
until the barons conspired against him to restore Richard II.; 
and to sustain his kingly position he surrendered more of the 
kingly power to the people than they had ever possessed in 
England before. "Favoured by the times," the House of 
Commons increased vastly in importance, and pushed their 
inquiries into every department of the administration. 
Henry's pecuniary embarrassments, his defective title, and the 
frequent insurrections in favour of Richard and the Earl of 
1\larch, compelled him to court the favour of the people 
through their representatives; and the men who were ori­
ginally deemed of no other use than to raise money, became, 
by almost imperceptible degrees, a coequal part of the legisla­
ture.- Trade. 

In the year 1400, many noblemen were executed for at­
tempting the restoration of Richard; and in the same year 
that unfortunate sovereign was assassinated. He was thirty­
three years of age, and had reigned twenty-two years and 
three months. 

Henry, to distract the attention of the public from his per­
sonal oircumstances as a usurper as much as possible, engaged 
in wars. But this policy, evil in its first results, extended the 
national liberties. To carryon those wars supplies of money 
were required, and men to make up the armies. The raising 
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of supplies suggested new thoughts .to the members of parlia­
ment and the raising of armies withdrew from slavery large 
bodi~s of men who did not willingly return to it again; on the 
contrary, many of them who returned from the wa.rs sought 
residence and employment in the towns, and, bJ: .thelr ~ales of 
the oppression of feudalism, added to that hostIhty whICh was 
now everywhere active in behalf of personal freedom. 

In this reign also the representatIves of the commons hegan 
to turn the current of popular inquiry against the church. It 
was the first time that the domestic power, offspring of theocracy 
and monarchy, assumed the right of deliberative action. 
Monarchy, weak and impoverished, appealed to democracy for 
aid; and democracy turned upon theocracy, strong and 
wealthy, and directed the monarch's attention to the church's 
wealth. The parliament in which this was done met on the 
6th of October 14<04<, and consisted of" such as were IIot 
skilled in the laws," so the clerical historians wrote; and it 
was called by them the "illiterate parliament." It consisted, 
however, of the fathers of English commerce, justice, and 
dignity. The king demanded a supply of money from it ; and 
by petition it turned his attention to the revenues of the 
church, which consisted of one-third part of the whole lands 
of England, which yielded the king no personal service. The 
time, however, had not yet arrived for the monarchy to make 
such an inroad upon the theocratic institutions, and the peti­
tion was ejected. Neither were the commons strong enough 
to insist againl't the church; they granted the required tax, 
and the people paid it, though not without murmurs. 

In the next year, 14<05, the king, sensible that he should not 
in justice or policy call upon the people for another levy imme­
diately, assembled the barons and clergy, and preferred his 
demands to them. They refused to grant him money, alleging 
as an excuse that it could only be granted by parliament 
regularly assembled. To save their own revenues was their 
real Illotives for refusal; but in the allegation they put forth 
they gave birth to a principle of popular power which in after 
times advanced the popular liberties, and became the safe­
guard of private property. 

In 14~6 the king, thus I?ressed by ~ecessity, called a parlia­
ment, which met at W estmmster; butmstead of voting supplies 
it employed its~lf on the question of its privileges, and passed 
an enactment III favour of freedom of election. The king 
however, kept them together until, wearied and threatened' 
they complied. ' 

The merchants were by this parliament commissioned to 
guard the seas from May in that year to Michaelmas

t 
in consi-
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deration for which they were emlowereu to draw Cl·rtain 
taxes upon wine, wool, and leather. This commission to the 
merchants was given because there was no naval POWel' suffi­
cient to guard the coasts. By plague, famine, and insurrection, 
the monarchy was almost powerless; and but for the develop­
ment of the mercantile enterprise of the people, which grew 
as personal freedom grew, despite the hindrance of war, famine, 
and plague, and the tyranny and turbulence of the nobles­
more hurtful to commerce than all the other plagues-the 
kingdom would have been defenceless. Yet, when the next 
parliament was called in 1410, the king, under shadow of the 
clergy, ordered the sheriffs to have no regard to the majority 
at elections, but to return such members as would be most 
subservient in the levying of taxes. The commons, however, 
petitioned the king to fine the sheriffs who had made falso re­
turns, and again petitioned that the revenues of the dergy 
might be applied to the defence of the kingdom. The peti­
tion~ were refused, the king not daring to be the enemy of 
clerical supremacy. The commonI' also supplicated that the 
statute for burning heretics might be repealed; but instead 
of complying, the king ordered John Bradley, a tailor, who 
had spoken heresy, to be burned in Smithfidll; whereupon 
the commons, accounting that act a deliberate insult, refused 
to vote supplies until compelled. 

Henry once more ravaged Scotland and plundered Edin­
burgh; and having put more noblemen to death than had 
been executed in anyone reign before, he died on 20th ~Iareh 
14 13, in the 47th year of his age and 14th of his reign. He 
was succeeded by his son Henry of Monmouth, Prince of 
Wales. 

SECT. XXIV.-HENRY V. AND JOHN BRADLEY THE TAILOR. 

Had all men beneath the degree of feudal chiefs remained 
in bondage, and in the condition of brutishness which accom­
panied bondage, they would have neither been heretical nor 
seditious. Wickliff' would have preached to stone walls; or 
if such men as Bradley the tailor heard him, they would have 
been insensible to his doctrines lil{e the stones. But free in­
quiry followed free industry wherever it was established. In 
the church or in the feudal castles the doctrines of 'Vicldiff 
made small progress; but they were admitted to the work­
shops. 'rhoughts became words, and words principles, even 
with men so humbly esteemed in those days as tailors; and 
one of them gave proof that thoughts, words, and principlell, 
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when the national ri(!hts of mankind were involved in them, 
could survive the fire~ of Smithfield. They sacrificed him, put 
his body into a barrel and burned it, but the principles of free 
in'llIiry coul~ n<:t be consumed within tl?e barrel. . They 
es<:al'cd, and ill tllne extended over the natIOn. To tIus day 
they are expanding over the world. Henry .,T., at that time 
Prince of \Vall's, was present at the executIOn, and offered 
the man pardon if he would recant. He would not accept life 
by recantation. The fire was lighted, and the prince hall him 
unloosed, took him out of the fire, and promis(·d him pardon 
and a pension provi,led he would recant; but he refused the 
offer, an,l "uffi~I'l'II death. 

No other two men in that reign produced such an effect 
upon the world as this warrior prince and this martyr tailor. 
The prince is illu;.;tl'ioll!'< in historic and poetic pages for the 
fires of' war and disasters kindled in the land of France, and 
again and again heaped up afresh with Dew fuel. The tailor 
is but incidentally mentioned in history, and that partly 
because the prince was at his exe('ution, and partly because 
the commons refu,.;ell to y"te supplies, deeming the execution 
for heresy an insult to them. The prince is famed for de­
stroying human life and industrial property to extend his con­
(l'IL·"tS and personal po\\,C'I', though that power dill not survi,-e 
Itilll,df, even to his own family. The tailor is known by name, 
yet h:trdly famed, for suffering his own life to be d('~'troyed 
rather than those principles should be suppr("'"e<l which have 
freed the nation and are f'ast emancipating the whole f'amily 
of mankind. The prince with conrage hacked Frenchmen to 
the earth who defended their rightf', and left them on the 
earth to die. The tailor animated Englishmen who advocated 
their rights to persevere, and with courage died. How small 
the prince! How great the taihr ! 

In the early part of the reign of Henry 'T. some progress 
was made by the commons in the extension of' the popular 
li~l'I·ti(.", but captivat('~l b:y his vict?ries in France, they 
YIelded themselves to IllS WIll. lIe (hed 3] st 1\ ugust H~~, 
kayill,(( an infant son ,,,ho became lIenry \,I., and Catherine 
hi, "'.ido\\'.a princess of' France. This widow subsequently 
marrICd WIth Owen Tudor, a ,-Velsh gentleman, whose grand­
son, Henry Tudor, Earl of' RIchmond, became Henry VII. 
the first of the Tudor kings of' Eu:.:lllld. He attained to th; 
throne at the close of the wars between the houses of York 
and Lancaster. Those wars beQ"an soon after the death of 
Henry Y. an~ the accession of hi~ infant son H emy VI. Com­
merce made httle progress during that time; uut as the feudal 
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aristocracy were self immolated in the carnage, and t.he people 
of England freed from bondage by that self destruction, we 
may glance briefly at the events. 

SECT. XXV.-OF THE HOUSES OF YORK AND J,ANCASTER. 

Henry VI. an infant of the house of Lancaster, succeeded 
his father who was descended from the fonrt7t son of Edward 
III. But he was molested throughout his life by his trouble­
some uncle, the Duke of York, descended from the tltird son 
of Edward JII. The Duke of York, by the assistance of the 
Earl of 'Yarwick and other nobles, was made king by the title 
of Edward IV. in 1461; Henry being deposed after living a 
miserable life of royalty from 14~~ to 1461. The Lancaster­
ians adopted a red rose as their badge, and the Y orkists a 
wltite rose. Hence the war was called the" wars of the roses." 
'Varwick, after making Edward king, turned arms against him, 
took him prisoner, and placed him in confinement in J\Iiddle­
town Castle, Yorkshire, while Edward's prisoner, Henry VI. 
remained in the tower of London. Edward cscaped, and, in a 
great battle at Barnet, killed \Yarwick, who fell with 10,000 
men and many nobles. Edward died in 1483, and was nominally 
succeeded by his son Edward V. a child elevcn years old. 
\Vithin nine weeks from this child's accession, he and his 
brother were murdered by order of their uncle, Richard Duke 
of Gloucester. This undutiful uncle was crowned as Hichard 
III. on the 6th of July 1483, and was slain on Bosworth field 
on the 22d August 1485, by Henry Tudor Earl of Richmond 
and his followers. Richard had carried his ill-gotten crown 
for safety to the battle with him. It was at once placell on 
Itichmond's head, and, without more crowning, he became 
Henry VII. 

Thus ended the wars of the roses, after a desolating period 
of thirty years. Twelve pitched battles had been fought, be­
sides skirmishes innumerable. Eighty princes of the blood 
royal had perished, and the old nobility were almost entirely 
annihilated. The country had been tramplell by the hoofs of 
war, and no man's life or property were safe. But now that 
the turbulent nobles had worn themselves out, and the people 
had worn out their bondage, and were, with very few excep­
tion." free; and now that a vigorous monarch devoted himself 
to the maintenance of peace and the improvement of the laws, 
the nation sprung up again as plants spring up after a long 
and dreary winter. 
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SECT. XXYI.-WJLLIAM CAXTON THE PRINTER. 

Of no single cause or power under heaven is the emancipa­
tion of the human mind, the extension of trade, or the civilisa­
tion of nations more directly a result, than of the art and 
practice of printing-. It was in 1473, while Edward IV. war­
red against the adherents of Henry VI., and ''Varwick and 
the other nobles hacked themselves, the monarchy, and the 
nation, in pieces with their battle-axes, tha~ William Caxton, 
a man who had gone to Cologne on the busmess of commerce, 
returned to England with the art of printing. By the favour 
of :\Iilling, Abbot of 'Vestminster, he set up a press in the 
armoury of the abbey in 1474; the press did not immediately 
put on its strength and majesty, but it was destined to rule, 
has rule!l, and will continue to be the sovereign power over all 
others, royalty itself obedient to its bidding, while mankind 
endures on e:1rth. 'Villiam Caxton died 1491. 

SECT. xxnI.-THE rmST or THE Tl"DOn KI:'\(;S. 

On the accession of Henry Earl of Richmond to the crown 
of England as Henry YII. thirty years of a ferocious internal 
war were followed hy peace. Fourteen hundrc·(l and eighty­
four years of the Christian era had passed over England, and 
until now the larger number of the population were slaves. 
One thousand and fifty-seven years had elapsed since the 
Romans, whose British roads had carried internal intercourse 
throughout the island, withdrew, and left Britain to itself and 
to other conquerors; and during all that time intercourse be­
tween shire and shire, lordship and lordship, town and town, 
had been continually subject to the interruption, alike of those 
who were privileged to obstruct traffic by ]a w, and by the 
lawless who \\'ere privileged by a freebooter's power. 

Rut the barons who, by their privileges, tlll'ir cupidity, or 
their wars, had thus cankered the national commerce at its 
core, had lifted suicidal hands against themselves, and were 
:now deafl and buried; some in marble tombs, some in mud 
ditches in the battle-fields, but all, save a few that were 
l'~}\verless, d?ad.. Henry was.king. There had been no pre­
VIOUS soypn"gn m England With such power as he now pos­
sessed. 'Yith but few exceptions he used it well for the 
public good; without an (·xcertion he used it vigorously. 

He passed laws restraining the surviving nobility, or the 
new nob!es. whom l~e created f~·o.m the middle ranks of society, 
from enhstll1g retall1ers and gl\'ll1g them lodges and liveril's. 
The services of villain age expired, and the bondmen took 
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liberty wherever they chose, while no superior had the power 
of re-conveying them to bondage. He gave the nobility and 
other great proprietors the power of cutting off the entails 
upon their estates, by which measure he wisely calculatcd 
lIpon keeping their power within bounds by their own acts of 
alienating their property. He gave to the poor the right of 
slleing in forma pauperis. But, greater than any of these, he 
established security and freedom of internal intercourse 
throughout the kingdom. Foreign commerce sprung up at 
the outposts; inland trade grew up and flourished everywhere. 

The greatest error of this commercial king was committed 
in his enforcement of new taxes under the allegation, on belief 
" that what comes into the government from the people is but 
as moisture drawn from the earth, which gathers into a cloud 
and falls back upon the earth again." This error was che­
rished long after Henry's time; and even in these days of 
railway legislation the error still leads men of sagacious 
minds astray. (See the parliamentary proceedings in 18-J..5, 
'+6, '47, and '48, relative to railway capital; see also parlia­
mentary debates in 1847, on a motion for a grant of 
L.16,OOO,OOO sterling to make railways for the relief of Irish 
distress.) It is no longer admitted that a king or a govern­
ment may draw taxes from the public as a cloud gathers 
moisture to be returned to the earth again. But those who, 
on the plea of providing employment and wages for a large 
body of the population by authorizing the construction of' an 
unlimited extent of public works, thereby withdrawing capital 
from other investments, gathering it from every point as 
"moisture is gathered to the cloud to be rctumed to the 
earth," are not advanced in wisdom beyond Henry VII. 
though having the advantage of him by no less than three 
hundred and forty years of experience. 

The greatest honours of Henry VII. beyond those of reign­
ing over a nation for the first time free, for the first time 
during many centuries at peace, and for the first time rapidly 
progressing in domestic arts, inland trade, and foreign ex­
changes all at once, was the honour of living when Columbus 
and other navigators discovered the western world. 

SECT. XXVIlI.-HENRY VII. AND COLUMBUS. 

The reign of this sovereign is memorable for the two great­
est events in the history of nautical discovery and- of modern 
commerce-the achievement of the passago to Indi:;, by the 
Cape of Good Hope, and the revelation of the new world of 
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America by the voyage of Columbus. Both these gre~t dis­
coveries were made in the search after the same object, a 
.route to India by sea, which serves in some degree to account 
for the two havinO' been so nearly coincident in point oftime. 
Bartholomew DiazO returned to Portugal from the voyage in 
which he had rounded the southern extremity of Africa in 
December 1487. Some years before this date, however, 
Columbus had conceived his more brilliant idea of reaching 
the oriental world by sailing towards the west; a course 
which, on his conviction of the earth's rotundity, he calculated 
would bring him to the eastern confines of the same golden 
continent, the western parts of which were gained by proceed­
ing in the opposite direction. Among the Yarious states and 
crowned heads to which the illustrious Genoese proposed the 
glory of his great enterprise before he founn. a patroness in 
Isabella of Spain, one was our Henry VIT., to whom he sent 
his brother Bartholomew in 1488. In his passage to England, 
Bartholomew was captured by pirates, plundered of every­
thing, and made a slaye. After some time he made his 
escape, and reached this country, but in such a state of desti­
tution that he was obliged to apply himself to drawing sea­
charts for a livelihood, and for the means of procuring himself 
decent clothes, before he could appear in the royal presence. 
King Henry so far listened to his proposals as to desire him 
to bring his brother to England; and he was on his way to 
Spain for that purpose, whe!}, on reaching Paris, he learned 
that Columbus had already set out on his voyage under the 
patronage of the Spanish court. The capture of Bartholomew 
by pirates, it is remarked by the historian of our commerce, 
"thus turned out, under the direction of Providence, the 
means of preserving the English from losing their industry 
an(1 commercial spirit in the mines of l\Iexico and Peru." 
Columbus sailed on. his memorable voyage, from the bar of 
SuItes, near Palos, III Andalusia, on Friday, the 3d of August 
1492, and reached the island of San Salvador on the 12th of 
Odober. He afterwards discovered Cuba, Hispaniola, and 
others of the 'Vest Indian islands; and, on the 1 ;jth of l\Iarch 
~ 493, he ~gain landed at Palos. bringing back to the aston­
mhed natIOns of Eur~pe the tidings of his success, in having 
reached what he contIllued to ~elie"e to his dying day to be 
the ('astern s?or~s of the IndIes; for it was not till twenty 
years after tins tIme, and seven years after the original dis­
cove.rer of the new world had been laid in his grave, that the 
PaCIfic was first seen from the mountains near Panama by 
Balboa. . On the. 25th of September 1493, Columbus sailed 
from CadIZ, on hIS second voyage, from which he returned to 



~REE TRADE AND THE LEAGUE. .55 

the 8ame t'ort on the 11th of .June 1496, after having disco­
vered the Caribbee Islands, Puerto Rico, and Jamaica. 

In the next section we present a memoir of Sebastian 
Cabot, the discoverer of North America. 

Henry VII. died on the 21st. of April 1509, in the 53d 
year of his age and 24th of his reign. He il< allp,ged 
to have left treasure behind him equal to L.16,OOO,OOO of 
the currency of 1848. He had a propensity to gather and 
trade in money, and historians have spoken severely of him as 
an avaricious miser; they seem to forget, however, that Henry 
VII. did not waste his resources in war. He permitted all 
who would engage in trade to do so; and in several projects 
of commerce he united with his 8ubjects, adding to their re­
spective revenues by their joint enterprise. 

SECT. XXIX.-SEBASTIAN CABOT OF BRISTOL. 

The earliest of the eminent English navigators, and greatest 
of them all, deserves a prominent place among the pioneers of 
British commerce. He was born at Bristol about the ycar 
1475. When he was four years old he was taken by his 
father, Sir John Cabot, or John Gavatta, to Venice, the city of 
his ancestors, where he resided for some time. This circum­
stance, united to that of his parentage, has given some colour 
to the Italian account, which claims him for a countryman, 
and affirms that he was born at Venice, and which seems to 
have been implicitly re~eived, not merely by Hakluyt, Purchas, 
and Churchill, but by Hume, Foster, Charlevoix, and Barrow. 
The authority on this point is indisputable, although it has 
been strangely overlooked for nearly three centuries. In 
Richard Eden's "Decades of the New W orld"-a rare and 
curious black-letter volume, published in 1555-the following 
marlJ"inal note occurs on page 255 :-" Sebastian Cabot tould 
me that he was born in Brystow, and that at iiii. years ould 
he was carried with his father into Venice, and so returned 
agavne into England with his father after certayne years, 
whereby he was thought to have been born in Venice." 

Sebastian manifested a decided inclination to the life of a 
sailor, was early instructed in all the branches of navigation, 
and was allowed to make several short trips to sea in order 
to acquire a competent knowledge of the practical part of his 
profession. Europe was at this period "ringing from side to 
side" with the discoveries of the Portuguese in the east, and 
the still more brilliant and important ones of Oolumbus in the 
western hemisphere, and t.lIe young Cabot warmly partook of 
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the general enthusiasm. Speaking of the effect produced in 
England by the news of the discoveries of Columbus, he says, 
" All men, with great admiration, affirm it to be a thjn~ more 
divin~ than human;" and afterwards, he adds, "by thIS fame 
and report, there increased in my heart a great flame of desire 
to attempt some notable thing." Happily the flame was 
cherished. It was in 1493 that Columbus returned from his 
first. expedition; and, on the 5th of March 1496, a patent was 
granted by Henry VII. to John Cabot and his three sons, 
Lewis, Sebastian, and Saucius, authorizing them, their heirs, 
or deputies, to "sail to all parts, countries, and seas of the 
east, and of the west, and of the north, under our banners Ilnd 
{'nsigns, with five ships, of what burden or quantity soever 
they may be, to seek out, discover, a.nd find, whatsoever isles, 
countries, regions, or provinces, of the heathen and infidels, 
whatsoever they be, and in what part of the world so­
ever they be, which before this time have been unknown 
to all Christians." The monarch, in granting the patent, 
however, stipulated for one-fifth part of the profits which 
might arise from any enterprise undertaken upon it. The 
mention of the father's name in this patent has led many 
to suppose that he also was a distinguished navigator; but of 
this, notwithstanding what Hakluyt says, there is no conclu­
sin' evidence. It has never been affirmed that all the sons 
engaged in the voyage, and yet the presumption is just as 
strong with regard to each of them as to the father. All that 
we know of the latter is, that he came to England "to foIlow 
the trade of merchandise." Might not the wary king be look­
ing to the funds of the wealthy Venetian as the best security 
for his portion, and for the faithful execution of the terms of 
the patent? The expedition sailed from Bristol on the spring 
of ] 497, with the view of exploring a northern passage to 
India. Cabot first directed his course to Iceland, and thence 
launched out into the unknown seas of the west. On the 
24th of June 1497, he came in sight of land to his great sur­
prise, "not thinking to find any other land than that of 
Oathay." This lan(l was the continent of North America; 
for, although some modern authorities assert that Cabot went 
no fart?er north than the latitude of 5604, it appears from 
RamuslO's preface to the third volume of his" Collection of 
Voyages," that he actually penetrated as far north as 67°. He 
even sailed a considerable distance into Hudson's Bay; but 
th3 crew wanted the enthusiasm of their captain and getting 
tired of the difficulties and toils which they here' enco'untered. 
compelled him reluctantly to return to England • 
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Nothing daunted by the experience of the past, we find 
our young navigator no sooner landed upon his native shores 
than, making application for another patent to enable him to 
set out again on a fresh voyage of discovery. His request 
was granted and a new patent issued on the 3d of February 
1498. The discovery of this important document by his 
recent biographer, after a tedious search in the Roll's chapel, 
has eH'ectually cleared up a point of great consequence in the 
memoir of Sebastian and the annals of English navigation. 
It gives authority to John Kabotto, "That he, by him, his 
deputie, or deputies, sufficient, may take at his pleasure vi, 
English shippes in any porte or portE's, or other places within 
this our realme of England, or abeisances, so that, and if the 
said shippes be of the bourdeyn of cc. tounes or under, with 
their apparail requisite and necessarie for the safe conduct of 
the said ship pes, and them convey and lede to the lande and 
isles of late found by the same John in our name, and by oure 
commaundements." Here is distinct testimony to the impor­
tant. fact that Sebastian Cabot was the first discoverer, 01'­

if the Northmen did actually reach America in the eleventh 
century-the first civilized discoverer of the continent of 
America. For it is matter of history that Columbus did not 
eH'ect that discovery on which his fame rests till his third 
voyage, upon which he set sail on the 30th of May] 4!J8; but 
Sebastian, as we have seen, discovered Labrador in the month 
of June of the preceding year. Of the results of this second 
expedition little is known; nor do we hear anything of Sebas­
tian for a period of fourteen or fifteen years after his second 
return to England. 

In ] 512 he entered into the service of Spain; but, on the 
death of King Ferdinand, he returned to England. In 15J 7 
he sailed on an expedition of discovery, but was forced to put 
back by a mutiny of his crew. In 1518 we find him again in 
the employment of the court of Spain, as pilot-major; and in 
1526 he took the command of an expedition to the Molucca 
islands, on behalf of a company formed at Seville. In this 
charge he visited Brazil, and afterwards explored the river La 
Plata as far as a small island nearly opposite where Buenos 
Ayres now stands, whence he proceeded to the Parana, which 
he explored to its junction with the Paraguay. There ill rea­
Elon to believe that Cabot, during his residence in South Ame­
rica, formed a plan for the conquest of Peru, and communi­
cated his views to the court of Spain. 

In 1548 Cabot returned to England. What the precise 
motives were which induced him to resign his honourable and 
lucrative post in the Spanish marine, are not precisely known; 
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but there is sufficient evidellce:.; of the high estimation ill which the 
English :,;ailor was held abroad, in the fonnal and urgent de­
mand made by the Spanish ambassador, that" Sebastian Ca~(jt, 
grand pilot of the emperur's Indies, then in England, mIght 
be sent over to Snain, as a very necessarv man for the cmpe-

r •. " TI ror, whose servant he was, and had a pension of hIll1. 18 
demand was not complied with; but a pension of 250 marks, 
(L.166: J 3: 6,) with the office of grand pilot of England, 
were conferred upon him by Edward VI. It was by the 
advice of Cabot that Sir Hugh Willoughby's expedition to the 
north of Europe was undertaken. The scheme completely suc­
ceeded, and opened up a lucrative trade to the English mer­
chants with Russia. His death took place about the year 
1557. His faithful friend, Richard Eden, attended him in 
his I.lst mOlllents, and has left on record some particulars of 
the "el:ne, which exhibit the master passion of Cabot's mind 
holding its sway to the last. Eden laments that, "even in the 
article of death, he had not shaken off all worldlie vaine 
glorie," for he talked flightily about a divine revelation to 
him of a new and infallible method of finding the longitude, 
which he was not permitted to disclose to any mortal. 
"When we remember," says the biographer whose labours 
havo vindicated for Cabot his title to the highest rank in the 
annals of maritime discovery-" when we remember the 
earnest religious feelings exhibited in the instructions of Sir 
Hugh \Villoughby, and which formed so decided a feature of 
Cabot's character, it is impossible to conceive a stronger proof 
of the influence of long-cheri",hed habits of thought, than that 
his decaying faculties, at this awful moment, were yet en­
tangled with the problems which continue to this day to vex 
and elude the human intellect." The dying seaman was again, 
in imagination, on that beloved ocean over whose billows his 
intrepid and adventurous youth had opened a pathway, and 
whose mysteries had occupied him longer than the allotted 
span of ordinary life. The date of his death is not known, 
nor, except presumptively, the place where it occurred. From 
the presence of Eden, we may infer that he died in London. 
It .is not known ~here his remains were deposited. The 
~la1ms of Engla~d I? the n.ew world have been uniformly and 
Justly rested on IllS dISCOVerIes. Proposals of colonization were 
urged on the clea~nes.s of the title thus acquired, and the 
shame of a.bando~1I1g It. The English language would pro­
bably be spoken 111 no part of America but for Sebastian 
Cabot. The commerce of England and her navy are admitted 
~o have been deeply-incalculably-his debtors. Yet there 
IS reason to fear that, in his extreme age, the allowance which 
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had been solemnly granted to him for life, was fraudulently 
.broken in upon. His birth-place we have seen denied. His 
fame has been obscured by the English writers, and every 
vile calumny against him eagerly adopted and circulated. All 
his own maps and discoveries, "drawn and written by himself," 
which it was hoped might come out in print-" because so 
worthy monuments should not be buried in perpetual oblivion" 
-have been buried in perpetual oblivion. He gave a conti­
nent to England, yet no one can point to the few feet of earth 
she has allowed him in return. 

BECT. XXIX.-THE HA~SEATIC LEAGUE A~D THE STEELYARD COMPANY. 

The Steelyard Company was a body of German merchants, 
resident in England, or, when not resident, with agencies in 
England. They had extensive privileges to trade between 
London and the towns of the Hanseatic League. These 
Hanse towns were about seventy in number, chief of which 
was Lubeck. The communities within them respectively 
had taken up arms of defence against their baronial neigh­
bours, who, dwelling in castles, sallied forth, robbetl them, 
and obstructed their tracle; ancl ultimately they leagued 
themselves together, ancl, making war upon the barons, 
reduced the castles, established free governments, made 
treaties of peace with kings and other states, and bound 
themselves to unite for mutual defence against all enp-mies. 
By trading to England they acquired warehouse and office 
property in London called the Steelyard. As it is doubtful 
whether they gave their trading designation to the property, 
or derived their designation from it, we shall waste no specu­
lations upon the meaning of the term "Steelyard." The 
seventy Hanse towns which were leagued together comprised 
four districts, called the districts of Lubeck, Cologne, Bruns­
wick, and Dantzic. Of the factories of the Hanse towns in 
foreign countries, four were accounted of chief dignity, Novo­
gorod in Russia; London, in England; Bruges, in Flanders; 
and Bergen, in Norway. It is uncertain when they founded 
settlements in those towns, but it is conjectured that their 
settlement in London was more ancient and more extensive 
than any of the others. They were not imitated by the 
burghal communities of England, Scotland, or Ireland, in 
throwing off the baronial and kingly powers, and establishing 
municipal republics, which is clearly traceable to the fact 
already noted, that in Britain the monarchy sided with the 
burghal interests against the baronial privileges. TIut when 
centuries had passed a\\"~~y, and monopolies of associate!\ 



60 FRF.E TRADlt AND THE LEAGUE. 

traders, of associated manufacturers, and of associated land­
owners had come in conflict with each other, or had been 
allied in legislative injustice to make each other rich at the 
national expense; and when it came to pass in the year] 839 
that the population of Britain cried to the !egi.slature for 
liberty to buy corn wherever they could obtam It, and the 
legislature, composed chiefly of the great landowners, mono­
polists in corn, still denied them that liberty, a deputation of 
the manufacturers of Manchester assembled in London said, 
"Let us imitate the Hanseatic League, which resisted the 
great barons of Germany; let us form a league of the towns 
of Britain against the monopolists of corn, and cease not to 
oppose them until they yield." And they did this, and were 
successful. They formed tlte National Anti-Corn-Law League, 
to the labours of which this Biographic History is dedicat~d. 
And we shall proceed to the historic delineations of that great 
subjeot, as soon as we have glanced at the rise and progress 
of the government and commerce of Britain, and noted the 
names and servioes of those original thinkers and pioneers of 
free trade, who preceded the members of the .... Yational Anti­
Corn-Law League. 

There had been treaties between the English sovereigns and 
the Hanse merchants during several centuries before the reign 
of Edward IV., but tllf'Y were violated on both sides it was 
alleged, and, beyond dOlibt, on the side of the English kings. 
In 1475 Ed ward IV. renewed the treaties in a more formal 
manner, and consented to pay L.I0,OOO as compensation due 
to the Hanse merchants. The Steelyard Company continued 
to have privileges in England, and to virtually monopolize the 
English foreign trade until the reign of Henry Y II 1. In the 
rei5'n of his son, Edward VI. their privileges were abolished 
and transferred to the English company of merchant adven­
turers. 

SECT. XXX.-OF SCOTTISH AND IRISH COMMERCE. 

Of Scottish commerce we could do little but write of the 
~mrghers and lords. the lords a~d kings, striving for liberty, 
fo; mastery, for safety, or for eXIstence as in England. Ber­
WICk. was ~he depository of the traffic of the Hanse merchants 
tradmg With Sc~tland. \ViIliam Elphinstone, a merchant on 
the Clyde, tradmg largely in pickled herrings and salmon, 
founded .the comme;ce of Glasgow early in the fifteenth century, 
by drawmg the fishmg boats from different ports of the western 
coasts to ~he ~ro,?mielaw, the distriot of Glasgow where the 
wharfage IS still situated. But as we are tracing the fortunes 
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of commerce :1S affected by the politi()al and theocratical insti­
tutions of the nation, and not purporting to give a continuous 
history of commercial progress, adventure, and misadventure, 
we can only say of Scotland, that its trade was affected by all 
the adverse influences which fell upon the trade of England, 
while, under a colder climate and less fertile soil, it had fewer 
of' those natural favours which, even in the times of war and 
waste, smiled upon England, and made England smile again. 

Ireland had commercial struggles of a different kind from 
those of' England and Scotland; she had to struggle with 
English conquest. The period whcn we may most fitly review 
what she had been and what she became, what she might havo 
been and what she could not be, is that period when the great 
teacher of political economy and cummercial freedom, Adam 
Smith, made a convert of one of the greatest statesmen of 
modern times-William Pitt. And when William Pitt made 
the attempt to apply the principles of free trade to the inter­
course of England with Ireland, but was prevented by the 
English manufacturers, who had not then, nor long after, be­
come students of Adam Smith and of their own best intereRts. 

SECT. XXX I.-THE MERCHANT ADVENTURERS OF ENGLAND. 

This association of traders originated as early as the begin­
ning of the 14th century. In] 493, when Henry V II. entered 
upon a three years' quarrel with the Flemings, the merchant 
adventurers of' England were sent out of Flanders and the 
Flemings were ordered away from England. During the in­
terval of trade the English merchants continued to buy cloth 
from the manufacturers, say the historians, though they had 
no foreign outlet for it. "They were a strong company, and 
well underset with rich men, and did hold out bravely, taking 
off the commodities of the kingdom though they lay dead 
upon their hands for want of vent." In the reign of the next 
king, Henry VIII., when he was involved in a foreign quarrel, 
and the commodities of the nation had no vent, a royal order 
was issued that the merchants were to buy the manufactured 
goods from the "poor men" in all parts of' the kingdom. 
Hut the lord treasurer's answer to the king was, that the 
" sullen merchants said they would not buy that which they 
had no use for." 

This company had not only become strong enough to dare 
to be "sullen" to 11 despotic king, but they dared to assert a 
control over the national trade; "nay, the fellowship of' the 
mercers and other I!1el'chant adventurers, dwelling in the city 
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of London had made an ordinance and constitution that no 
Englishm;n resorting to the said marts abroad should either 
buy or sell any goods or merchandises there, unless he first 
compounded and maoe fine with the said f~llowship. ~f mer­
chants of Londun at their plcasure, upon pum of forfelture of 
the goods so by him bought or sold; . which fine, imposition, 
and exaction, at the beginning, when It wa" first taken, was 
demanded by colour of a fraternity of St Thomas of Can~er­
bury, at wllich time the said fine was but the value of h::1t an 
old noble sterling, (3s. 4d.,) and so by colour of such felgned 
holiness it hath been suffered to be taken for a few years past; 
and afterward it was increased to a hundred shillings Flemish; 
and now it is so that the said fellowship and merchants of' 
London take of' el'ery Englishman or young merchant being 
there, at his first coming, twenty pounds sterling for a finc, 
to suffer him to buy and sell his own proper goods, ware", and 
merchamlises that he hath there." It is asserted that the 
effect of this imposition had been to make all merchants not 
belonging to the London company withdraw themselves from 
the foreign marts, whereby the woollen cloth, which was one 
of the great commodities of the realm, "by mak~llg whereof' 
the king's true subjects be put in occnpatioll, and the poor 
people have most universally their li\·ing," ann also other com­
modities produced in different parts of the kingdom, were not 
di~posed of' as formerly, "but, for lack of utterance of the same 
in dil'ers parts where such cloths be made, they be conveyed 
to London, where they be sold far under the price tha t they 
be worth, and that they cost to the makers of the same, and 
at some time they be lent to long days, and the money thereof 
at divers times never paid." On the other hand, foreign 
commodities, the importation of which was now wholly in the 
hands of the London Company, were sold at so high a price, 
that the" buyer of the same could not line' thr·reupon; that is 
to sa)" could not retail them at a living profit." 

\Ve fin~ the monarch~" in ~he person of Henry YIIL strong 
enough, 'Vlth the good-wIll of the populace and the new aristo­
cracy-a vcry different aristocracy from the f('lIdal barons who 
had been self· sacrificed in the wars of the princes of York and 
Lancaster-we find this king, wi th these influences to back him 
strong enough ~o demolish the theocratic power and plunder it; 
not to d~sh:oy It ~tterl)', but to bring it to the dust, roll it in the 
dust, stl"lP It. of Its wealth, and leave it to get up again if it 
c~uld. We fi.wl t~le monarchy strong enough for its representa­
hve to comnllt Crllues at once the most horriLle, and proclaim 
by the laws that those crimes were virtues; and yet that 
monarchy was not strong enough to resist and set at defiance 
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a street riot of the London 'prentices, those 'prentices Lacked 
by the populace and the merchant adventurers in their opposi­
tion to foreigners trading and carrying Oil handicrafts ill Lon­
don, were used by the merchant adventurers to control the 
monarchy, deter the king from granting trade privileges to 
any Lut themselves and operate upon to extend the privileges 
(If monopoly to themselves. It is true that the leader of the 
'prentices, John Lincoln, in the riots against settlers and 
foreigners, was hanged, and that ten gallows on wheels were 
taken to the city to hang many more; but the principle of 
monopoly prevailed, and a law was passed in parlialllent 
granting the exclusive privileges which the 'prentices had been 
urged to demand by street rioting. 

SECT. XXXlI.-THE PROGRESS OF COMMERCE AND MONOPOLY. 

The discoveries of Columbus, Cabot, and the earlier navi­
gators, together with the commercial spirit of Britain, (luick­
ening and expanding every year, now that all men were free 
to go whither they would, led other adventurers to the sea. 
In the reigns of the other Tudor sovereigns who succeeded 
Henry VII. and Henry VIII., namely, Edward VI., :\lary. 
and Elizabeth, several enterprising navigators went forth upon 
the oceans of the world to extend the political and cOlIlmer­
cial dominion of England. Sir Martin Frobisher vU)'<l!o:cd jll 
search of new routes to India by the north; and, though not 
succeeding, he discovered useful products of nature, and added 
to geographical knowledge; he brought products also which 
were not useful, black stones supposed to be translllutable to 
gold, and was sported with for the folly. Sir John Hawkins 
voyaged to the coast of Africa, and-accursed be the day-di,;. 
covered that he could make gold out of black men, by selliug 
them to slavery. He brought the gold home, and was neither 
rebuked for his folly nul' his sin; on the contrary, others 
joined him in the trade. Sir Francis Drake voyaged round 
the world, took gold frolll the Spanish Americans, incurred 
some discredit for piracy but much applause for enterprise, 
and added greatly to commercial and geographical know­
ledge. 

Elizabeth, to the Spanish ambassador, who demanded to 
know by what right Drake or any English Davigator dared to 
go into the Indian seas, (the Western Atlantic, Gulph of 
Mexico, and Pacific,) replied that "she understood not why 
her 8ubjects, or those of any other province, should be debar­
red from the Indies, (the Americas,) to which she could lIot 
admit that the Spaniard had any just title." She maintained 
that DO imaginary right of property, asserted either hy the 
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Spaniards or the Portuguese, could hinder others from trad, 
ing to those countries; ,. nor," she continued, "could she ~r 
any other prince be with reason prevented from freely navI­
gating that vast ocean, seeing the use of the sea and the air 
is free to all. Neither can a title to the ocean belong to any 
people or private persons, forasmuch as neither nature nor 
public use and custom permitteth any possession thereof." If 
the recent voyages of the English navigators inspired this high 
remonstrance worthy of a queen of England, it is not less cer­
tain that this dignified assertion of national rights led to the 
great national adventures, perseverance, and success which 
followed. 

Captain John Davis penetrated to the north, discovered 
the straits which bear his name. Cavendish, Merrick, Rich­
ard Hawkins, 'Veymouth, Lancaster, and many others, pene­
trated southward and east, and traversed India. Some were 
fortunate for themselves, others had nothing but misfortunes; 
yet all added to the extension and knowledge of foreign trade. 

Sir 'Valter Raleigh and his brother, Sir Humphrey Gilbert, 
directed their talents and enterprise to colonization. Gilbert 
perished with four ships on the coast of Newfoundland. 
Raleigh, not discouraged by two failures, of which this was 
one, voyaged to the west again, and discovered that part of 
the continent which forms the states of North Carolina and 
Virginia, the latter being so named by Queen Elizabeth. 

It is to be regretted that Elizabeth did not perceive that 
co~panies or individuals among her own subjects, who mono­
polized the trade to certain parts of the world, or in certain 
professions at home, were equally blameable with the sove­
reigns or nations who sought to monopolize the American 
se~s and coasts, and whom she so regally rebuked for wrong­
dOll~g. The company of merchant adventurers, imitating the 
foreign company of the steelyard, was imitated by many other 
companies, some of them of magnitude with great purposes, 
others contemptible in persons and purposes. 
~r~m companies the monopolies descended to individuals, 

unh! It became customary to sell exclusive privileges of trad­
ing 111 particular articles, or in particular localities, to any 
person who could pay to the crown a price for the privilege, 
and exercise sufficient interest with the ministers of the 
crown to be preferred. Among other excellent services to 
the cO.mmerce of this country, we find Sir Walter Raleigh de­
nouncmg those monopolies in parliament; with what effect is 
uncertain; occasionally they were revoked; but only, as it 
appeared, to be sold at a higher price to new competitors. 

It must be observed, however, that most of the compani('s 
trading abroad were liable to depredation at sea from 
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enemies, as the factors and factories, settled by them in far­
off lands, were liable to attacks from savages, or natives ris­
ing against'them, to protect one another, and to be at the 
joint expense of armed defences in their first settlements, 
they united together in companies-the Turkey Company, 
African Company, Spanish Company, (trading to South 
America,) the East India Company, and others. 

Having, in previous sections, traced the origin of com­
merce, and the progress of personal liberty, up to the reign 
of Henry VII., at which period of time all classes of men were, 
for the first time in England, free; without which personal 
freedom, trade, the foundation of national greatness, could 
not flourish; and having now glanced at the progress of geo­
graphical discovery and commercial enterprise, in the reigns 
of the five Tudors, sovereigns whose vigorous governments 
preserved the monarchy entire on one hand, and the personal 
freedom of the people on the other, we come to the period of 
tho first of the Stuarts, James I. 

SECT. XXXllI.-EDWARD l\USSELDEN, FREE TRADE. 

The monopolies sold by the crown and bought by minis­
terial favourites increased in number to an unparalleled ex­
tent in the reign of James I. and his son Charles I. In 
1622 we find a gentleman named Edward Misselden, dedi­
cating a small but important work, entitled Free Trade, to 
the Prince of Wales, Misselden adopts the errors common 
in his time, which were hardly admitted to be errors two 
hundred years after, when the first commercial reformer of 
the board of trade, Huskisson, endeavoured to instruct the 
legislature on subjects of commerce, namely, that the wealth 
of the nation is derived from the difference which the price of 
goods exported out of the country bears over goods imported 
into the country. He believes, erroneously, that gold paid 
for the produce of foreign countries is a national loss. But 
he sees clearly that the monopolies of traders at home, who 
exclude one another from dealing where they can or choose is 
a loss. It is against such monopolies as these that he directs 
his missive, Free Trade. 

Sir Edward Coke, the famous lawyer, declared that "mo­
nopolies are like hydra's heads-they grow up as fast as they 
are cut off." Sir William Petty, ancestor of' the Marquis of 
Lansdowne, a family which has produced several eminent 
public men, seems to have been the first practical writer who 
ca,n be called a free trader. 
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SECT. XXX[V.-SIK WILLIAM PETTY. 

There is a small town in the middle of Hampshire, in a va)­
ley with powerful streams of wate: running through it, called 
Rumsey. In that town, engaged 10 the manufacture of cloth, 
on one of those streams, there lived, at the beginning of the 
17th century, a manufacturer named Anthony Petty. H.e 
had a son called William, born in 1623, who became an emI­
nent scholar, physician, inventor, statesman, and commercial 
philosopher. In forming his own opini~n~ on commercial 
p()li'~y, and in attempting to form the opmIOns of others, he 
was the earliest and the soundest thinker and writer on free 
tr~Hlt] who had yet appeared. 

In childhood and throughout life he displayed a genius for 
the mechanical arts. He made rapid progress in polite litera­
ture, the Greek, Latin, and French languages. Thus accom­
plished at the age of' fifteen, he went in search of farther 
improvement to Caen in N.)rmandy. On returning to Eng­
land, he obtained a situation in the money office, and having 
~averl about threescore pounds, he deemed this small sum suf­
ficient to defray the expenses of travelling in foreign parts. 

He embarked for the Netherlands about the year 1634, 
ta.king with him his younger brother, A nthony, whose educa­
tion he also undertook. He visited several universities and 
studied for a physician at Paris, and was there the friend of 
his celebrn:ted countryman, Thomas Hobbes. He returned to 
England in 1646, bringing with him ten pounds more than he 
took away; his mercantile genius having turned his attention, 
it is supposed, to traffic, although a pupil of medicine. 

In 1647 he obtained a patent for an instrument resembling 
the modern pantograph, whereby two copies of the same 
thing might be written at once. Some time after this he fixed 
his abode at Oxford, where he practised physic and chemistry 
with great success, and assisted Dr Clayton, the anatomist, in 
his dissertations. Having had university honours and a fel 
lowship conferred on him, he became anatomy professor to the 
university, and professor of music to Gresham College. In 
165:! he was appointed physician to the army in Ireland. He 
was likewise physician to three successive lord-lieutenants, 
La~bert, Fleetwood, and Henry Cromwell. His fertile 
gelllus, however, could not be confined to the science of medi­
cine alone. Being an excellent mathematician, he observed 
that, after the Rebellion in Ireland of 1641 the forfeited 
lands, which had been allotted to the soldiers for suppressing 
i~, were very defectively measured, and made such representa­
tIOns upon the subject to Oliver Cromwell, that he granted 
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him a. contract in 16."4, to make new udme&!'Urement:;, 
which he executed with great accuracy. Hy this contract 
he gained upwards of ten thousand pounds. And it ap­
pears, by authentic records, that in 1655 he had surveyed 
2,800,000 acres of forfeited improvable land, part of which 
he had divided amongst the disbanded soldiers. Heuq 
Cromwell being appointed lord-lieutenant of Ireland in the 
course of that year, he chose Dr Petty to be his secretary; 
and in 1657 made him clerk of the council, and procured 
him a seat in the English parliament, in which he served for 
the borough of \Vestlow in Cornwall. He met with a severe 
mortification, however, in being impeached in March 1658, 
by Sir Hierom Sankey, for high crimes and misdemeanours 
in the execution of his office of surveying and distt'ibuting the 
hish lanos. The matter came not to a final issue, the parlia­
ment being suddenly dissolved by Richard Cromwell. Hut 
Sir HierolU Sankey commenced a more vigorous prosecution 
against him in Ireland, upon his return thither soon after the 
dissolution of the parliament; and though he published a 
justification of himself, yet neither this performance, nor a 
letter written in his favour by Henry Cromwell, to his brother 
the protector, could prevent his being dismissed from all 
public employment as soon as Richard Cromwell had resigned, 
and the remnant of the long parliament had re-assumed the 
reigns of government. 

On the Restoration, Dr Petty came to England. and was 
very graciously received by his majesty; soon after he re­
signed his professorship of Gresham College, the king having 
appointed him to be one of the commissioners of the Court of 
Claims, established in Ireland in 1662, to settIe the claims re­
lating to forfeited estates in the kingdom. His majesty like­
wise conferred on him the honour of knighthood, granted him 
a new patent constituting him surveyor-general of' Ireland, 
and, in his instructions to the Court of Claims, ordered that 
all the forfeited lands which had been assigned to him, and of 
which he had been possessed in May 1659, before his dismis­
sion from his former employments, should be confirmed to 
him for ever. Sir ow illiam Petty's estatcs amounted now, 
according to his own account, to six thousand pounds per 
annum. 

Upon the institu:.ion of the Royal Society of London, in 
1662, Sir William Petty was elected one of the council, and 
though he no longer practised as a physician, his name was 
inserted on the list of the fellows, upon the renewal of the 
charter of the College of Physicians in 1663. Sir William 
about this time invented a double-bottomed ship, to sail 
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against wind and tide, which perforID&:d one sllcc.essful voyage 
very expeditiously, from Dublin to Holyhead, ~n July ~66~. 
He gave a model of ~his ves~el to the ~oyal. SocIety, w~ICh IS 
still preserved in t.heIr reposItory; he lIkeWIse co~mun!c3;ted 
to that learned body, in 1665, a discourse on shlp-bUlldmg. 
Sir William employed great part of his time for m~ny years 
in attempts to improve upon his ship; and after havmg made 
upwards of twenty models at great expens~, he at .length ~ad 
a vessel completed according to his own InstructIOns, whIch 
was publicly tried in the harbour of Dublin, in December 
1684. Sir William had asserted" that he would construct 
passage-boats between Dublin and Chester, whicl~ sho~ld be a 
kind of stage-boats; for they should be regular In gomg and 
returning on set days, in all weathers, as the stage-coaches 
between London and a country town;" "but this experiment 
completely failed, yet the vexation occasioned by the disap­
pointment did not deter Sir William from continuing his 
studies for the improvement of shipping during the remainder 
of his life, and though he made no more public experiments, 
he wrote several ingenious essays on the subject." 

In the year 1666, Sir William published a book entitled 
Verbum Sapienti, containing an account of the wealth and 
expenses of England, and the method of raising taxes in the 
most equal manners, shewing likewise that England can bear 
the charge of four millions annually, when the occasions of the 
government require it. Though this was the first tract on 
the public revenues published by our author, yet it appears 
that his famous treatise on Political Arithmetic was presented 
by him to Charles II. in a manuscript, upon his restoration. 
He had likewise published a small piece on a more limited 
plan in 1662, entitled" A Treatise on Taxes and Contribu­
tions, shewing the nature and measures of crown lands, assess­
ments, customs, poll-money, lotteries, benevolence," &c.; but 
his Verbum Sapienti was a better display of his abilities as a 
political calculator, and was well received from its novelty, 
there being at that time scarcely anything extant upon the 
finances or the property and resources of the kingdom. 

In 1667, he married Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Hardnesse 
Walbe, and relict of Sir Maurice Fenton, baronet; and from 
th}s time he engaged in various pursuits. He opened lead 
!llmes, and began a trade in timber; he likewise set up an 
tron-work, and established a pilchard fishery all in Ireland 
by which he greatly benefited that country and enriched 
hImself. Thoug~. he now resided chiefly in England, yet he 
made freque~t VISlt~ to Ireland, and promoted the establish­
ment of a phIlosophIcal society at Dublin, in imitation of the 
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:Roynl Society of London, of which he was president in 1684. 
In 1685 he made his will, which is as remarkable as any 
other transaction of his life. Amongst other things, he takes 
notice that, from thenceforward "he should confine his 
studies to the anatomy of the people, to political arith­
metic, and to the improvement of ships, land-carriages, and 
pumps, as of most use to mankind, not blaming the study 
of other men." But death put a period to his useful 
labours in tho year 1687, when he was carried off' by 
a gangrene in his foot, occasioned by the gout. Sir 
vYilliam Petty was the first able financier of this country 
who reduced the art of raising and applying the public revenues 
of the kingdom to a scientific system. His Political A rith­
metic is a masterpiece of its kind, considering the time at 
which it appeared, and long served as a grammar to the 
students of political economy. It was published in London, 
by his son, in 1698, in 8vo, and has been f,'equentIy reprinted. 
Sir William Petty's eldest son was created Baron Shelburne, 
in the county of \Yatcrford, by vYiIliam IlL, but dying with­
out issue, he was succeeded in that honour by his younger 
brother, Henry, who was created Viscount Dunkeran, in the 
county of Kerry, and Earl of Shelburne, in 1718. From this 
nobleman is descended the preseut Marquis of Lanrdowne. 
Sir \Villiam Petty's history affords a remarkable instance of 
the establishment of a noble family from the united efforts of 
ingenuity and industry in one man, ,vho, from so small a 
beginning as sixty pounds, and after being reduced to such 
penury in France as to be obliged" to live for 11 week on two 
or three penny worth of walnuts," hewed out a fortune to 
himself, and left his family at his death, L.6500 per annum 
in land, above L.45,000 in personal effects, and a plan of 
demonstral)le improvements on his estate, to produce L.-l000 
per annum more. 

From his Politi(,al Sun'ey of 11'('1and, we make the fol­
lowing extracts, which are curious; they refer tv the year 
1676 ;-

" The number of the people in Ireland is about 1.100,000, 
viz., 300,000 English, Scotch, and '" elsh Protestants, and 
800000 Papists, whereof one-fourth are unfit for lao',lIr, and 
abo~t 75,000 of the remainder are, by reas"n of their quality 
and estates, above the necessity of corporeal labour; so as 
there remain 750,000 labouring men and women, '::00,000 
whereof do perform the present work of the nation. 

"The said 1,100,000 people do live in about 200,000 
families or houses, whereof there are about 16,000 which ha.ve 
more than or.e chimney in each; and about 24,Ol10 wh,ch 

5 
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have but one; all the other houses, being 160,000, are 
wretched, nasty cabins, without chimney, window, or door 
to shut, even worse than those of the savage Americans, and 
wholly unfit for making merchantable butter, cheese, or the 
manufacture of woollen, linen, or leather." 

Sir 'William Petty was in favour of a union between Eng­
land and Ireland, not politically alone, but one of free com­
mercial intercourse. In 1664 an act passed in England pro­
hibiting the importation of cattle and beef from Ireland. Of 
this act Sir William Petty said-" If it be good for England 
to keep Ireland a distinct kingdom, why do not the predomi­
nant party in parliament, suppose the western members, 
make England beyond Trent another kingdom, and take tolls 
and customs upon the borders ?-or why was there ever any 
nnion between England and Wales ?-and why may not the 
entire kingdom of England be farther cantonized for the 
advantage of all parties t' 

In a work entitled A Treatise on Contributions, s7telf~iJ1(J the 
nature and meas~tres of Crown Lands, Assessments, Cus'toms, 
Poll ~fone!/, Lotteries, Benevolences, 4-c., Sir 'William Petty 
expounds the economical truth, that the value of commodities 
depends more frequently on the labour required to produce 
them than on any other cause. Mr Maculloch pronounces 
this to be " one of the most remarkable of the early tracts in 
?,ny branch of political economy." Petty illustrates his sub­
Ject thus:-

" A collateral question may be, how much corn or rent this 
English money is worth? I answer, so much as the money 
which another single man can save within the same time, over 
and above his expense, if he employed himself wholly to pro­
duce and make it: viz., let another man go travel into the 
country where is silver, there dig it, refine it, bring it to the 
same place where the other man planted his corn, coin it, 
&c., the same person, all the while of his working for silver, 
~athe.ring also fo?d for his necessary livelihood, and procur­
mg hImself covermg, &c., I say the silver of the one must be 
esteemed of equal value with the corn of the other the one 
being perhaps twenty ounces and the other twenty bushels. 
From whence it follows that the price of a bushel of this 
corn ought to be an ounce of silver. 

" An~ forasn~uch as possibly there may be more art and 
hazard m workmg about silver than about the corn, yet all 
comes to the same pass; for, let a hundred men work ten 
years upon corn, and the same number of men the same time 
up~m silver, I say that the neat proceed of the silver is the 
prIce of the whole neat proceed of the corn, and like parts 
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of the one the price of like parts of "the other, a.lthough not 
so many of those who wrought in si2ver learned the art of 
refining and coining, or outlived the dangers and diseases of 
working in the mines. And this, also, is the way of pitching 
the true proportion between the values of gold and silver, 
which many times is set, by popular error, sometimes more, 
sometimes less, diffused in the world; which error (by the 
way) is the cause of our having been pestered with too much 
gold heretofore, and wanting it now." 

" If a man can bring to London an ounce of silver out of 
the earth in Peru, in the same time that he can produce a 
bushel of corn, the one is the natural price of the other. 
~ow, if by reason of new and more easy mines, a man can 
get two ounces of silver as easily as he formerly did one, 
then corn will be as cheap at ten shillings the bushel as it 
was before at five shillings." 

" ~atural dearness and cheapness dppend upon the few or 
more hands requisite to necessaries of nature; as corn is 
cheaper where one man produces corn for ten, than where he 
can do the like but for six, and withal, according to the 
climate, disposes men to a necessity of spending more 01' less. 
Corn will be twice as dear where are two hundred husband­
men to do the same work which an hundred could perform." 

SECT. XXXV.-LEWIS ROBERTS, MERCHANT AND CAPTAIN OF THE 

CITY OF LONDON. 

This author published a work entitled "the Merchants' 
Map of Commerce," and another of the" Treasure of Traffic," 
from which we make a few extracts to shew the nature of the 
merchandise in which some of the principal companies dealt 
previous to the year 1641. 

Roberts was one of the first writers who justified the 
exportation of gold under any circumstances, and the first, we 
believe, who wrote of the Manchester cotton trade. "When 
I survey," he exclaims, " every kingdom and great city of the 
world, and every petty port and creek of the same, and find 
in pach of these some English prying after the trade and com­
merce thereof', ' • , I am easily brought to imagine that either 
this great traffic of England is at its full perfection, or that it 
aims higher than can hitherto, by my weak sight, be either 
seen or discerned. I must confess England breeds in its own 
womb the principal supporters of its present splendour, and 
nourisheth with its own milk the commodities that give both 
lustre and life to the continuance of this trade which I pra y , 
may neither ever decay nor ye~ have the least diminution 
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])ut England being nat~lrally seated in ~nother corner of the 
world, and herein bendmg under the weIght of too ponderous 
a Imruen, cannot possibly always and for eve~ fi?d a vent for 
all those commodities that are seen to be dally Imported and 
brought within the compass of so narrow a circuit; unless 
there can be, by the policy and government of the state, a m.ean 
found out to make this island either the common emporIUm 
and staple of all Europe, or at leastwise of all these our neigh­
bouring northern regions." He then proceeds to observe that 
English commerce was formerly confined to the export of the 
staple merchandise of the country, "such as are cloth8, lead, 
tin, some new late draperies, and other English real and royal 
commodities," and to the import from foreign parts of mere 
supplies for ourselves; but that" the late great traffic of this 
island hath been such that it hath not only proved a bountiful 
mother to the inhabitants, but also a courteous nurse to the 
adjoining neighbours;" so that whatever trade they had lost 
we had gained, and they now obtained a large portion of what 
they consumed of the produce of distant parts of the world 
through the medium of England. Thus England, he proceeds, 
hac) hIlen into the traffic with India, Arabia, and Persia, 
which was formerly enjoyed by Venice, and now furnished 
that very city plenteously with the rich commodities of these 
eastern countries. London also supVlied the place of Yenice 
to the rest of Italy. To France England still brought the 
excellent commodities of Constantinople, Alexandria, Aleppo, 
and the rest of the Turkish dominions, the French having 
almost lost their own trade with those parts. Nay, to the 
Turks themselve,; England now conveyed the precious spices 
of Inc)ia, after their own merchants had ceased to carryon 
that trade. "'''ill you," continues our author "view Mus-. , 
COVla, survey Sweden, look upon Denmark, peruse the East 
Country, and those other colder regions, there shall you find 
the English to have been; the inhabitants, from the prince to 
the peasant, w~ar Eng!ish wo.ollen !i\ cry, feed in English 
pe\Vt~r, sauce WIth. EnglIsh IndIan spICes, and send to their 
enemIeS sad EnglIsh leaden messengers of death. "Vill you 
behold the Netherlands, whose eyes and hearts emy England's 
traffic, yet they must perforce confess that for all their O'reat 
b h . '!:o 

oasts, t ey are mdebted to London for most of their Syria 
cOTl1n~odities, besides .what of other wares else they have of 
EnglIsl~ growth .. WIll you see France, and travel it from 
MarsclIn. to Oalals, though they stand least in need of us, yet 
thc~ c~nnot last long without our commodities. And for 
Spat,n, If you pry th~rein from the prince's palace to the poor 
u:an s cottage, he WIll 'l)oto a Dios (vow to God) there is 110 
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clothing comparable to the English bay, nor pheasan.t excelling 
a seaso1table English red lterring !" 

The India Company, he says, trading to Persia, India, and 
Arabia, export to these countries our English commodities, 
and bring back thence "pepper, cloves, maces, nutmegs, cot­
tons, rice, calicoes of sundry sorts, bezoar stones, aloes, borax, 
calamus, cassia, mirabolans, myrrh, opium, rhubarb, cinnamon, 
sanders, spikenard, musk, civet, tamarinds, precious stones of 
all sorts, as diamonds, pearls, carbuncles, emeralds, jacynths, 
sapphires, spinals, turques, topazes, indigo, and silks, raw and 
wrought into sundry fabrics, benjamin, camphire, sandal-wood, 
and infinite other commodities." "And, though in India and 
these parts," he adds, "their trade equalizeth not neither the 
PortugaIs nor the Dutch, yet, in candid, fair, and. merchant­
like dealing, thcse Pagans, Mahometans, and gentiles hold 
them in esteem far before them, and they deservedly have here 
the epithet of far more current and square dealers. And, al­
though for the present this trade and company do suffer under 
some adverse clouds, and groan under some unkind losses by 
the falsehood of the Netherlanders, and sad accidents at sea, 
yet their adventures and acts are praiseworthy, and their fair 
endeavours for England's honour in point of trade meriteth 
due commendations and just applause." The affairs of tLe 
company, in truth, had been all this reign in a very depressed 
state. 

The Turkey Company is the next that Roberts notices. Of 
this body he says, "Not yearly, but monthly, nay, almost 
weekly, their ships are observed to go to and fro, exporting 
hence the cloths of Suffolk, Gloucester, Worcester, and Co­
ventry, dyed and dressed, kerseys of Hampshire and York, 
lead, tin, and a great quantity of the abovesaid India spicell, 
indigo, and calicoes; and in return thereof, import from Turkey 
the raw silks of Persia, Damasco, Tripoly, &c., galls of Mo­
solo and Toccat ; chamlets, grograms, and mohairs of Angora; 
cottons and cotton-yarn of Cyprus and Smyrna, and sometimes 
the gems of India, and drugs of Egypt and Arabia, the mus­
cadins of Candia, the corance (currants) and oils of Zante, 
Cephalonia, and Morea, with sundry others." The mention 
of cotton by Roberts in these accounts of the exports of the 
East Indi~L and Turkey companies appears to have been gene­
rally overlooked; the earliest notice either of the English cot­
ton manufacture or of the import of the raw material being 
commonly stated to be that found in his subsequent wori(, 
"The treasure of Traffic," published in ] 641, where, it is said, 
" The town of Manchester, in Lancashire, must be also herein 
remembered, and worthily for their encouragement commend-
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ed, who buy the yarn of tho I~is~ in great quantity, an~, 
weaving it, return the same agam mto Ireland to sell. NeI­
ther doth their industry rest here; for they buy cotton-wool 
in London that comes first from Cyprus and Smyrna, and at 
home work the same, and perfect it into fustians, vermillions, 
dimities and other such stuffs, and then return it to London, , . 
where the same is vented and sold, and not seldom sent mto 
foreign parts, who have means at far easier terms to provide 
themselves of the said first material!;>." This account implies 
that the cotton manufacture had already reached a point of 
considerable advancement, so that it must have been esta­
blished for some years at the time when the "Treasure of 
Traffic" was written. Various old acts of parliament and 
other authorities, it may be observed, make mention of Man­
chester cottons and cotton-velvets before the seventeenth cen­
tury; but it is certain that the fabrics so denominated were 
all really composed of sheep's wool. The manufacture of cot­
tons, properly so called, in England, cannot be traced farther 
back, than to the period with which we are now engaged, the 
early part of the reign of Charles 1.-( Craik's British Com­
merce.) 

The ancient company of the Merchant Adventurers is the 
third in Roberts' list. They are described as furnishing the 
cities of Hamburgh, Rotterdam, and others in the Nether­
lands, with English cloth of sundry shires, and some other 
commodities, monthly, and as bringing back thence to Eng­
land tapestries, diaper, cambrics, Hollands, lawns, hops, 
mather, (madder,) steel, Rhenish wines, and many other 
manufactures, as blades, stuffil, soap, latten, wire, plate8, &c. 

The Eastland and Muscovy (or Russian) Companies are 
stated to "export principally cloth, as the best commodity, as 
also tin, le[td, with some spices of India, and other southern 
commodities, and to bring home ashes, clapboard, copper, 
deals, firs, ~ich f~rs, masts, pipe-staves, rye, timber, wainscot, 
wheat, fustians, Iron, !att.en, lIDen, mathers, quicksilver, flax, 
h~mp, steel, ca~iare, cordage, hides, honey, tar, ropes, tallow, 
pitch, wax, rOSID, and sundry others." 

The exports of. the French Company were cloth!;>, kerseys, 
nnd bays of Enghs.h ?Ianufacture, with galls, silks, and cottons 
fro~ T';1rkey; their Imports, buckrams, canvas, cards, glass, 
gram, hnens, salt, claret, and white wines wood oils almonds 
pepper, with some silk stuffs and some ~ther petty' manufa~ 
tures. England and France, however were at this time as 
h h · , , 

t ey ave contmued to be, with little interruption, down al-
most to the present day, jealous rivals, when they were not 
open enemies, in trade as in everything else, and the commer-
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cial intercQurge between them was extremely insignificant. 
Although Roberts here speaks of the French Company, it does 
not appear that the English merchants trading to France 
were really incorporated. The merchants trading to Spain, 
he proceeds to inform us, carried to that country bays, says, 
serges, perpetuanos, lead, tin, herring, pilchards, salmon, 
Newland (Newfoundland) fish, calf-skins, with many other 
commodities; and brought back wines of Xeres, Mala~a, 
Bastard, Candado, and Alicant, rosins, (or resins,) olives, OIls, 
sugars, soaps, anise-seeds, licorice, soda barillia, pate, (?) and 
sundry West India commodities. This account embraces also 
the trade with Portugal, for the present united under the 
same sovereignty with Spain; although in 1640, two years 
aft.er the publication of Roberts' book, the great revolution 
which placed the Duke of Braganza on the Portuguese throne 
again separated the two countries for ever-an event which, 
by depriving Spain of the Portuguese possessions in the East 
Indies, compelled her to depend upon the English and Dutch 
for her supplies of the produce of that part of'the world, and 
thereby opened a new and valuable field to the trade of both 
these nations. 

"The merchants of England trading into Naples, Sicilia, 
Genoa, Leghorn, and Venice, &c., which I term Italy, are 
not," says our author, " observed to have any joint society or 
company;" but, trading separately, they export to Italy, he 
tells us, "bays, Rays, serges, perpetuanos, kerseys, lead, tin, 
cloth, and many other native commodities, besides pepper, 
indigo, cloves, and other Indian commodities, in great abun­
dance; and for returns thence have cloths of gold and silver, 
satins, velvets, taffetas, plushes, tabins, (?) damasks, alum, 
oils, glass, anise-seeds, rice, Venice gold and silver, great 
quantity of raw silks of sundry Borts, and divers other com­
modities." "And here likewise," he adds, repeating nearly 
the Bame formula with which he has wound up every preced­
ing paragraph, "all other foreign nations give willingly 
place to the English, as the prime and principal merchants, 
that either abide amongst them or negociate with them." 
Of some other branches of our commerce he gives merely a 
naked enumeration; thinking it unnecessary "to insist upon 
the reliques of that famous Barbary trade," or to mention 
"the petty adventures of the English to Guinea and Beny," 
(or Benin;) "neither," says he, in conclusion, "need I 
nominate the homeland commerce of this kingdom to Scotland 
and Ireland; neither go about to particularize the large 
traffic of this island to their late plantations of Newfoundland, 
Somers Islands, Virginia, Barbadoes, and New England, and 
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to other places which rightly challenge an interest in the 
present trade and traffic of this kingdom." 

SEOT. XXXVI.-THOMAI!! MUNN, MERCHANT OF LONDON. 

This commercial writer is chiefly noticeable now, because 
he was one of the ablest exponents of what was called the 
" Mercantile System;" also because he continued to be re­
ferred to, up to a recent perio~, as a mercantile authoritJ:. 
From the omission of commercial men, no matter how emi­
nent, from biographical literature, it is impossible now to do 
justice to the memories of some of these old merchants. The 
following remarks on Munn we quote from ':\lr Maculloch:-

" Munn may be considered as the earliest expositor of what 
has been called the lIIercantile System of commercial policy. 
It was found to be indispensable to the profitable carrying on 
of the trade to India and the East generally, that the ex­
portation of gold and ~ilver, which had hit.herto .been pro­
hibited, should be permitted. But though Munn, In accord­
ance with the prejudioes of his time, admitted that the pre­
cious metals were the only real wealth a country could possess, 
he contended that their exportation might be safely allowerl, 
provided the balance of payments were in our favour; that is, 
provided the total value of the exports exceeded the total 
Hlue of the imports; for in that case, sai,l :Munn, the balance 
must be paid in bullion, and our riches will annually increase 
by its amount. It would be useless to take up the reader's 
time by entering into any lengthened statements illu"trative 
of the hollowness of this theory. Everybody is now aware 
that the .circumstar,lCes which determin~ the importation and 
exportatIOn of bulhon are the same \\'Ith those which deter­
mine the imp~rtation and exportation of other things; and 
that, though the balance of payments were 10 to 20 millions 
in our favour, or against us, not a single ounce of bullion 
w0';11d be imported or ?xported,. if there were any other 
artICle whatever that might be Imported or exported with 
greater advantage. Everybody is also aware that but little 
bullion can. be exporte~ ~rom. one coun~ry and imported into 
another, Without so ralSIl1!!" Its value In the exporting and 
lowering it in the importing country, as to put an end to its 
transfer. And everybo?y further knows that, in all ordinary 
cases, the value of the Imports must considerably exceed the 
valu? of the exp.orts; and that the excess of the former, (and 
not Its defect,) IS the measure of the profit realized in the 
trade with the foreigner. But, such as it was, this theory 
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kept its ground for a lengthened period, and was all but UIll­

yersally assented to by the merchants and legislature. Hence 
the bounties and premiums so frequently given on the ex­
portation of domestic produce, and the formidable difficulties 
thrown, by means of prohibitions and heavy duties, in the 
way of importing foreign produce; and hence also the fact 
that, though its principles have been completely overthrown, 
it still contillues to exercise a powerful practical influence."­
(Litlirature of Political Economy.) 

BECT. XXXVII.-SIR JOSIAH CHILD. 

This eminent merchant published a defence of the East 
India Company about the year Hi09; but he is better known 
for his" New Discourse on Trade," published in 1668, and 
written in 1665, "in the sickness year at his country house," 
as he states. His views on many subjects were in advance of 
hi:; age; but there is certainly no soundness in the leading 
doct,rille of the present work, which is, that the principal 
cause of national wealth is a low rate of interest established 
by law, the fact being, that the natural rate of interest, 
being merely another name for the price of credit, is always 
dependent upon the state of the market of credit, that is to 
say, upon the supply of disposable capital, and the demand 
for it by borrowers; and that all that the establishment of a 
legal rate of interest can do is in some degree to impede and 
disturb the course of the influences which regulate the natural 
rate, and which, if they were left to themselves, would deter­
mine the actual rate. In other words, a low rate of interest, 
instead of being, as Child imagined, a cause of national 
wealth, by which he meant the accumulation of capital, might 
more truly be said to be a consequence of such accumulation; 
for if the rate of profit, and consequently the demands of bor­
rowers, should continue the same, the rate of interest would 
be brought down by the mere growth of disposable capital. 
But, notwithstanding this fundamental mistake of the book 
on a theoretical point, it may, from the position and oppor­
tunities of the author, be safely taken as a trustworthy 
authority in regard to most of the statements as to matters 
of fact contained in it. 

The branches of English commerce which Child speaks of as 
having been most extended in his time are the trade with Spain 
and Portugal, and with the East Indies. In his preface he as­
serts that, since the year 1640, our exports of' native commodi­
ties to the Peninsula had been more than trebled. He lias 
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himself a director of the East India Company, and he strenu­
ously insists upon the great national profits and advantage.s of 
the trade with that region, in opposition .to the o~t('ry raIsed 
against it, principally on the ground of Its carrymg a large 
balance of specie out of the country-the simple test by 
which the common prejudice of the time at once decided 
whether any trade was p~06table or the .reve:se. Chil?, ~ith­
out having very clear notIOns on the subject, IS much mclmed 
to qualify the vulgar doctrine on the balance of trade gene­
rally; but in this particular case his chief argument is, that, 
although the imports of the company were in gre:tt part paid 
for in money, the same money, or rather a larger sum, would 
otherwise have had to be paid to the Dutch for the same 
commodities. 'Ve should have had to buy from them the 
saltpetre necessary for the making of gunpowdeIo, as well as 
our pepper and calicoes, for which they would have made us 
pay as dear as they did for nutmegs, cinnamon, cloves, and 
mace, of which they then had the monopoly; or, if we did 
not use calicoes, we should have been obliged to resort to 
foreign linens. The company, he states, then employed from 
thirty-fi ve to forty sail of the most warlike mercantile ships of 
the kingdom, with from sixty to a hundred men in each; and, 
besides supplying t.he country with F.aItpetre, pepper, indigo, 
calicoes, and several useful drugs, to the value of Letween 
L.150,OOO and L.180,OOO yearly, for home consumption, pro­
cured us calicoes, printed stuffs, and other merchandise for 
our trades to Turkey, France, Spain, Italy, and Guinea; most 
of which trades, according to this author, could not then be 
ea.rried on with any considerable advantage Lut for those sup­
plIes; "and those goods exported," he adds, "do produce in 
foreign parts, to be returned to England, six times the trea­
sure in specie which the company exports from England to 
India." In other branches of trade he represents the Dutch 
as going far a-head of us. The Turkey, Italian, Spanish, and 
Portuguese trades, by means partly of our Indian commodi­
ties, partly of our native wool, were more active and pros­
perous than at any former period. The trade with our Ame­
rican plantations was a new branch of commerce, of great and 
rapidly~rowin~ importance, which was wholly in our own hands. 
Accordmgly, m proof of the general fact of the vast increase 
of the we.alth of the country within the preceding twenty 
years, ChIld adduces the following particulars :_ 

"First/' he says,." we give generally now one-third more 
money WIth apprentices than we did twenty years before 
Secondly, notwit~standing the decay of some, and the loss of 
other trades, yet, lD the gross, we ship off now one-third more 
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of our manufactures, and of our tin and lead, than we did 
twenty years ago. Thirdly, new-built houses in London yield 
twice the rent which they did before the conflagration in the 
year 1666; and houses immediately before that fire generally 
yielded one-fourth more rent than they did twenty years ago. 
Fourthly, the speedy and costly rebuilding, after that great 
fire, in London, is a convincing, and t.o a stranger an amazing, 
argument of the plenty and late increase of money in England. 
Fifthly, we have now more than double the number of mer­
chants and shipping that we had twenty years ago. Sixthly, 
the course of our trade, from the increase of our money, is 
strangely altered within these twenty years; most payments 
from merchants and shop-keepers being now made with ready 
money, whereas formerly the course of our general trade ran 
at three, six, nine, and eighteen months' time." He admits 
that people complained, notwithstanding, very greatly of the 
scarcity of money; but" this humour of complaining," he 
replies with much truth, "proceeds from the frailty of our 
natures; it being natural for men to complain of the present, 
and to commend the times past." "And I can say, with 
truth," he adds, "upon my own memory, that men did com­
plain as much of the scarcity of money ever since I knew the 
world as they do now :-nay, the very same persons who now 
complain of this and commend that time." 

--------------
SECT. XXXVllI.-SIR DUDLEY NORTH. 

In respect of time, Sir Dudley North, a Turkey merchant 
at Smyrna and Constantinople, sheriff of London, and com­
missioner of the customs, comes next after Sir William Petty, 
as an enlightened writer on the philosophy of trade; but he 
ranks before Sir William Petty and every other writer up to 
Adam Smith, as a political economist. He died more than 
eighty years before The Wealth of Nations was published, yet 
he developed the principles of Adam Smith's first work at 
that early period, not so fully as Smith himself, though in 
language and illustration not less clear and forcible. He had 
the misfortune in the later periods of his life to be involved 
in violent party politics, not seemingly of his own choosing, 
but beyond his power to control, and hardly within his 
power to avoid; his elder brother, Lord Guildford, being 
keeper of the Great Seal to Charles II. Like his brother, he 
was too conscientious to be the minion of the licentious court 
party of Charles 11., or of the Catholic party which ruled the 
oourt of J amos II.; he, his brother, and all their families 
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being Protestant churchmen, consequently they were never 
in favour with the courts of Charles and James, though 
employed in high offices. The legal ability of the one brother, 
and the financial and commercial knowledge of the other, 
rendered their services indispensable to governmentl', which 
had so little of business talents as those of Charles and James. 
Upon the other hand, their adherence to the S~uarts and the 
kingly prerogatives so veheme~t!y op~osed by the populace, 
the whig statesmen, and the rehglOus dIssenters of tho~e days, 
covered them with popular disrepute. Roger North, the 
younO'er brother of Sir Dudley, writing of him several years 
afterOhis death, intimates a belief that his work in which was 
developed the true principles of trade, was dest~oyed as soon 
as he was dead. There is too much reason to fear that this 
was done from personal or p~lrty malice. It could not be from 
enmity to the principles of the work alone; for it had no soon(;r 
disappeared, so that even a brother could not obtain or trace 
a copy of it, than an adherent of the popular party in politics, 
tha famous J olm Locke, produced a work embodying similar 
principles, which was at once admitted to be worthy of a 
cherished exi itence. 

But the work of Sir Dudley North being that of a practical 
merchant and financier, w:tS more practical than the essays of 
the scholastic Locke, while it seems to have been not less 
philoAophic. 'Vho can tell how different the fate of the 
Stuarts might have been, had they taken the counsel, and been 
guided by the able sCl'Vice, of such conscientious adherents as 
the Norths! 'Vho can t~ll how much the trade of Britain 
might have gained, had the trade discourses of Dudley North 
been preserved, studied, and reduced to national practice? 

It seems that the same virulence of parties led to the Lord 
Keeper Guildford being omitted from the historical records 
of contemporary writers, a proof, as the younger brother 
shrew~ly remarks, that those writers had nothing to say to 
the disparagement of the Lord Keeper. To rectify their 
omission, Roger North, at a late period of his life, wrote 
biographies of his "best brother," the lord keeper and of 
"the merchant," Sir Dudley, also of the Rev. Joh~ North, 
another brother. To these biographies, little known to the 
public, we are indebted for what we know of this historically 
ill-used f~mily. The pfe of Sir pudley North has not yet 
appeared m any collectIOn of memOIrs previous to the prepara­
tion of this Biographic History of Free Trade and tiM Leaque. 

It seems that one or two copies of this work were ·dis­
covered many years after the death of the author, and that 
some were privately printed and· circulated in Edinburgh. 
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(For a farther account of which the reader is referred to 
Appendix A, at the end of this work.) The following is the 
preface to the work-" D,iscours€s upon Trade, princiJ,ally 
directed to the cases of tlte Interest, Coynage, Clipping, and 
Increase of Money." 

" That the whole world as to trade is but as one nation or 
people, and therein nations are as persons. 

"That the loss of trade with one nation is not that only 
separately considered, but so much of the trade of the world 
rescinded and lost; for all is combined together. 

" That there can be no trade unprofitable to the public; 
for if any prove so, men leave it off, and whenever the traders 
thrive, the public, of which they are a part, thrive also . 

• , That to force men to deal in any prescribed manner may 
profit such as happen to serve them, but the public gains not, 
because it is taking from one subject to give to another. 

"That no laws can set prices in trade, the rates of which 
must and will make themselves. But when such laws do hap­
pen to lay any hold, it is so much impediment to trade, and, 
therefore, prejudicial. 

"That money is a merchandise, whereof there may be a 
glut as well as a scarcity, and that even to an inconvenience 

" Tha( a people cannot want money to serve the ordinary 
dealing, and more than enough they will not have. 

"That no man will be the richer for making much money, 
no! have any part of it, but as he buys it for an equivalent 
pncp-. 

" Tb.at the free coynage is a perpetual motion found out, 
whereby to melt and coyn without ceasing, and so to feed 
goldsmiths and coyners at the public charge. 

"That debasing the coin is defrauding one another, and to 
the public there is no sort of advantage from it, for that ad­
mits no character, or value, but intrinsic. 

" That the sinking by alloy or weight is all one. 
"That exchange and ready money are the same, nothing 

but carriage ami re-carriage being saved. 
"That money exported in trade is an increase to the 

wealth of the nation; but spent in war, and payments abroad, 
is so much impoverishment. 

"In short, that all favour to one trade or interest is an 
abuse, and cuts so much of profit from the pllblic." 

Mr 1\1 'Culloch, in his Literatul'e of Political Economy, re­
marks of this work that "it contains a more comprehensive 
statement of the true principles of commerce than any that 
hnd previously appeared, either in the Englidl or any other 
L II !!uage." 
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After this the Student of Free Trade l-i0graphies will be 
prepared to peruse the memoir here presented to him with 
more than ordinary interest. 

S.,;C. XXXIX.-ME~IOIR OF SIR DUDLEY NORTH. 

The Han. Sir Dudley North, Knight, was the third surviv­
ing son of the second Lord North, Baron of Kirtling, and was 
born the] 6th May 1641. " He was a very forward, lively, 
and beautiful child, and thereby entitled to be, as he really 
was," says his brother, "his mother's favourite." Living in 
London, to attend the parliament, and devoting money, which 
he could not afford to support the ill-advised and worse fated 
Charles I., Lord North reduced himself and family to strait­
ened circumstances. 

His London house was in King Street, 'Yestminster, and, 
though a sorry one, was remarkable for being the only bri(lk 
house in that street for many years. The chief airing which 
the child Dudley had was with his attendant at the door, 
where, by his forward familiarities, he had made himself 
known to most people who had to do thereabouts; and no­
thing so common as his being at his post with an audience in 
the street to share his conversation. 

This over-forwardness had like to have cost him dear; and 
it is at least a curious coincidence that he who lived to be tho 
first exponent of a comprehensive system of free trade, was, 
like Adam Smith, at the same age of childhood, (eighty years 
afterwards,) stolen by a beggar or gipsy. Adam Smith was 
recovered after a pursuit of the gipsies by his uncle, in Leslie 
'Yood in Fife. Dudley North, says his brother, was swept 
away by a beggar woman when there was some bustle at the 
door about a coach, and, after the coach was away, the child 
was wanted. The servants ran out several ways to look for 
him, and one, by chance., found him in an alley leading to­
wards Channel Row, in the hands of the beggar, who was 
taking off his clothes. So the child was recovered; but the 
woman ran away and escaped punishment. 

It fell out, says Roger North, in the great plague, that his 
father's house was shut up; for he and a little sister, named 
l\Iary had the plague together. His father removed becauso 
of his promiscuous converse; but his excellent moth~r stayed, 
and With her own hands nursed her two tender children. I 
have heard her say, that once feeling a swelling upon the lit­
tle boy's head, the plague-sore (as it proved to be) broke in 
her hand. This incomparable piety and courage in her was 
providentially rewarded, first by the recovery of both her 



FRItE TRADE AND TIlE LEAGUE. 

children, and next by her own and her family's wonderful 
escape; for neither she nor anyone else in her house had 
the plague. I well know, by ocular inspection, that the gross 
scar of this sore was very manifest to be seen upon this gen­
tleman's head all the days of his life. 

But now to bring the young man to a grammar-school: He 
was placed at Bury, under Dr Stephens, but made an indiffe­
rent scholar. He had too much spirit, which would not be 
suppressed by conning his book, but must be rather employed 
in perpetual action. With all that, his parts were so quick, 
that a little application went a great way with him; and, in 
the end, he came out a moderate school-scholar. But no 
thanks to his master; for, had he been treated with discre­
tion, the goodness of his nature was such, that he might have 
been brought down to such assiduity as would have made 
hun an incomparable scholar. But though from what stars it 
proceeded I know not, it is certain that the master took a 
great aversion to him, and most brutally abused him; correct­
in~ him at all turns, with or without a fault, till he was driven 
within an ace of despair, and (as I have often heard him de­
clare) making away with himself. 

This gentleman was designed by his parents to be a mer­
chant, but how early I know not, and rather think they had no 
positive determination, but according as natural tendency and 
seasonable opportunity invited. And this backwardness at 
school, and a sorry account that the master gave of him, 
might turn the scales towards an employment that needed 
less learning. But the young man himself had a strange bent 
to traffic, and, while he was at Hchool, dror~ a subtle trade 
among the boys, by buying and selling. In short, it was con­
lIidered that he had learning enough for a merchant, but not 
phlegm enough for any sedentary profession. Which judg­
ment of him was made good by the event. 

According to this scheme, the next step was the being 
placed in London at a writing-school, to learn good hands 
and accounts; where, being once settled in that way, he ran 
a great risk of being utterly ruined for ever. And if, together 
with his restless spirit, he had not conjoined a manly reflec­
tion reserved within himself, and also a re~olution of some­
times checking his own extravagances, (which not only in his 
youth, but also in many important emergencies in his life, he 
executed by making short and sudden turns,) he had been 
lost. The writing-school was a place of entire liberty; he 
might come and go as he would; he might learn if he pleased; 
and as freely let it alone. But he minded his business, at 
times, well enough, and acquired amply what he came there 
for, which was fair writing and accounts. 
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Another of his darlinO' sports was swimming in the Thames. 
He used that so much,Othat he became quite a master of it. 
He could live in the water an afternoon with as much ease as 
others could walk upon land. He shot the Lridge diver!! 
times :tt low water, which shewed him not only active but in­
trepi.{; for courage is required to bear the very si~ht of that 
tremenuous c:tscadc, which few can endure to pass III a boat. 

He and his comrades usually hired a known porter to keep 
their clothes; and when they were all naked, as I have often 
heard him say, he was not at all ashamed of his cOlllpanJ_; 
but when their clothes were on, he cared not to be seen Wltll 

them. He hath told me that, having lodged his clothes not 
far from the bridge at early ebb, he hath run naked upon the 
ooze up almost as high as Chelsea" for the pleasure of 
swimming down to his clothes before tide of flood. 

The next step our youth made towards an advancement of 
his fortunes was into a serious and steady course of employ­
ment, by being bound to a Turkey merchant, upon the ordi­
nary terms, to be sent abroad. His master was one Davis, a 
single man; he had L.350 with him, and no more. They 
boarfied with one Mr Andrews, a packer in Thren,dneedle 
Street, a very substantial and just man. This merchant.'s 
bllsinc.'s was not enough to keep a man employed; and, hav­
ing left off ramuling, much of young Dudley's time lay upon 
his hands. He could not endure to be out of action or idle; 
therefore, to fill up his intervals, he fell to work at the pack­
ing-press, and other business of that trade, by which he made 
himself a complete master of the mystery of that trade. 
This was not any loss of time; for that is one of the chief 
trades which the Levant merchants are concerned with, for 
the skilful packing their cloths sent into Turkey. The young 
gentleman took also a fancy to the binding of books; and, 
having procured a stitching-board, press, and cutter, fell to 
work, and bound up books of account for himself, and divers 
for his friends, in a very decent manner. He had a distin­
guished genius towards all sorts of mechanic exercises. 

I do not remember anything farther remarkable of this 
young gentleman during his serving as a merchant's man in 
London, ';Intil his master thought fit to send him out; and 
that he (ltd upon a voyage, than which there could not have 
been contrived one mor~ desperate and discouraging. It wlla 
fir"t as super?argo, With an adventure to Archangel, and 
there. to .negotIate the cargo, and to ship another; and then 
to saIl wIth that by the back of Shetland and Ireland round 
about througl~ the Straits, aUfI so to Italy and SmJrn~, where 
he was to rl'Jsldl', as beLor in the Turkey trade. It was a 
harl{ case for a raw youth to embark in such a voyage with-
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out company, or so much as a face in the ship that he ever 
saw before, and bound almost as far northward as Zembla, 
and to reside amongst, and traffic with, barbarous people, and 
then to return through all the bad weather the skies can 
afford. But he went, not only willingly, but ambitiously, and 
formalized upon nothing that led towards the end he most 
earnestly desired, which was to be settled as a factor in 
Turkey. His resolution was inexpugnable; and, not only in 
this, but in many other instances of his life, he considered well 
what was best for him to do ; and, after that point once deter­
mined, he had no thought of difficulties; he was not master 
of his fortunes, and resolved, at all adventures, to advance 
them, and therein to use the utmost of his industry and un­
derstanding, leaving the rest to Providence. 

He kept a careful diary, and sent it home from time to time 
to his brother Francis, (afterwards Lord Chief Justice and 
Lord Chancellor.) He described the islands of the White 
Sea, the manner of trading with the Russian, the housing 
and law at Archangel, the social customs and superstitions, 
religion, tar-making, baths, (or bastoes,) and the severe voy­
age which ensued from Archangel to Italy. His ship being 
detained some months at Leghorn, he visited Pisa, Lucca, 
lond Florence, and wrote lively descriptions of the cities, 
country, social customs, and trade. Of the Tuscan people at 
Leghorn, he intimates that they had then become partial to 
English manufactures. 

" The women of this place are, for the most part, black­
haired; some of them fair and well-featured, and for the 
better sort go after the English or French fashion. I re­
member I have heard you say that fashions and manners 
generally travel from south to north, which opinion I would 
have you recant, for here she counts herself not fine that hat.h 
not something English about her. And to say this or that 
comes from England, gives a greater esteem than we conceive 
when, at home, we call anything French or Italian. And 
this, not for some particulars, but for all manner of things; 
the men also are habited in the same way." 

When Mr North wrote these remarks he was inexperienced 
in that active life of commerce, twenty years of' which, at 
Smyrna and Constantinople, and many years subsequently in 
the city of London, taught him the value to the wealth of' all 
nations of a free interchange of commodities; yet here he 
affords us evidence of the fact. Tuscany was the first state 
in Europe to establish a system of free trade, and the first to 
carry the attempt partially into operation before thc system 
was established. It was about the year 1658 that, Mr North 
saw the Tuscan women clothed in English fabrics formed in 

"OL I. 6 
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the English fGshion, each "counting herself not fine that had 
not sOllIe thing English about her." How many of the women 
of Britain have since then, accounted themselves fine by 
wearing eleO'ant. 'bonnets of Tuscan straw? The interchange 
has served the people of both countries to a profitable advan­
tage. 

1\lr Dudley North was the first free trader .from England 
who visited Tuscany and wrotu of it. Mr RIChard Cobden 
visited that country in 1847, about 190 years after Mr North, 
when free trade had been long tried there, proved, and 
cherished. It is now the distinctive (haracteristic of Tuscan 
nationality. Perhaps the system was at no time more se­
verely tested than in ] 847, when the scarcity of corn all over 
Europe was more general than in any year of recent times. 
There was scarcity also in Tuscany. Some of the citi~e~~ of 
Florence and Leghorn had proposed a temporary prohIbItIon, 
or restriction, on the free exportation of wheat. This propo­
sition was no sooner mooted than the population, from the 
government down to the peasantry, exclaimed against it, as 
all unnecessary, impolitic, and un-Tuscan act, which would 
b~ alike hurtful and discreditable to their interests and 
reputation. 

l\Ir Cobden being then in Tuscany, and having so recently 
inculcated the doctrine of a free trade in corn in England, 
and having just seen that doctrine established in the houses 
of the British Legislature, was a willing listener to the free 
traders of Leghorn, who expounded to him the operation of 
their system of exporting corn in a time of scarcity. A prac­
tical agriculturist took him to his rural estate one day, and 
shewed his barns, in which were Tuscan wheat of his own 
growth, which he would export, part of which he had ex­
ported; and Odessa wheat, which he had imported to be 
consu~ed by his family,. and sold to his neighbours for con­
sumptIOn, at a lower prIce than that at which they could pur­
chase Tuscan wheat. 

Mr Dudley North thus described the country between Leg'­
horn and Florence, in the month of March :_ 

"The road to FI?rence is all along very pleasant corn­
fields, green on all SIdes, and planted with willow or sallow 
trees,. pretty ~hick, but orderly, which serve only for stakes to 
the vmes whICh are planted at their roots. The country in 
t~e pl~ins is ver): fruitfl!l and pleasant, and very well watered 
WIth nvulets, whICh sprIng .fro~ the rocky mountains not far 
off. On all my way to thIS CIty. I have not seen any fallow 
ground at all; but they use dungmg the ground so much that 
it is a very ordinary calling for young fellows to travel the 
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roads with a basket at their necks to pick up horse dung, &c., 
which they sell to countrymen at a price according to the 
quality. The manner of landlords dealing with tenants is 
quite different from the common use in England; for they 
bargain with a country fellow as well as they can, for what 
share of the crop the man will allow, he Leing at the charge 
and pains to till the ground, and the landlord usually finding 
half the seed, and hath commonly the same part of the crop; 
but they regulate their bargains according to the fruitfulness 
of the land. So also with wine and oil:"· 

The lengthened detention of Mr North and his ship at 
Leghorn, while voyaging to Smyrna, was caused by waiting 
for an armed Dutch convoy. To a mind like his this mercan~ 
tile delay and 10SB would naturally suggest the loss which all 
nations sustain from war, as he has pointed out in his Dis­
conrS(J on Trade. He arrived at last at his destination. His 
brother Roger thus writes of him :-

" After these troublesome v0yages were over, our young 
factor found himself, what he infinitely desired to be, an agent 
and factor for his master, settled at Smyrna. His chief de­
pendence was upon the benefit of his commissions, for his own 
capital was inconsiderable; he had from his parents but one 
singh'! hundred pounds, advanced for him to trade with. But 
his mother, out of a hoard she had made of small legacies 
given her, and some old gold of her own, and other matters 
she had scraped together, made up about sixty pounds more, 
and his ' best brother' sent him what money he had, which 
was ahout two hundred pounds, his whole inventory scarce 
amounted to four hundred pounds-and this was all the be­
ginning this famous merchant had. It doth not appear that 
he was entertained as partner in any house, or ragion, as they 
call it, where young men are as apprentices a while, to ob. 
serve and learn before they take the post of acting in the 
part of buying and selling; but he was independent, and 
stood upon his own legs. But it is probable that, as usual in 
such cases, he was recommended to some merchants upon the 
spot for advice and direction in difficult matters at first." 

He did not, as most young factors, set up himself in an 
expensive way of living, after the example of those that he 
found upon the place; for he wore plain and cheap clothes, 
and kept no horse, and put himself to diet as cheap as he 

* For a more detailed account of the progress and posture of free trade in 
TuscaDY, and its prospects in other European states, together with some ac­
COUllt 'If the principal exponents of political economy in these countries, see the 
Notes on the Tour of Mr Cobden among the Friend~ of Free Trade in EUl'ope, in 
the flintll and tenth divisions of this work. 
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could; and, in all this reasonable conduct, he was forced to 
muster up his spirits in opposition to those who slighted him 
for it, whom he as much :-;Iighted by a steady perseverance in 
his own way. There wanted not those who expected morA 
gaiety from him, as well on account of his quality, as of 
the ordinary example or mode of the factors there, although 
some had occasioll for as much thrift as himself. 

He was a gentleman, ever brisk and witty, a great observer 
of all incidents, and withal, very friendly and communicative; 
which made him be generally beloved, and his company desired 
by the top merchants of the factory. He was not a good 
fellow, as it is called, and, on the other side, not morose; but 
went along with his company, and not seldom beyond the 
measure he desired. He was ever a thorn in the sides of the 
foolish and malicious, and wanted not inventions to divert 
himself and others by exposing them. This made all choose 
to stand fair with him, for he was a creature that had sharp 
claws and scaly sidef'. A young man, among his equals, had 
need be at least as well armed as the rest, for they are not 
gi,·en to moderation in making sport with each other, but 
rather on the other side, according as a companion shews an 
unO'uarded part, with tricks and stratagems always aiming to 
att~ck him in that quarter. This makes the breeding of 
youth to be always best among equals, and not with either 
superiors or inferiors. The former makes them abject, and 
the other insolent, and both unfit for common conversation, 
whICh, abroad in the world, is ordinarily among equals. He 
said that he never was caught in any of their novice-traps, 
of whidl one, alluding to horses in a stable, is called .. tying 
up" the hea(l; and this they practise upon young or shallow 
traflers who deal by themselves. If they happen to have a 
large import, and all their warehouses are full, the old factors, 
fearing the. young !llen should be too .quick and get the cus­
tom, conspIre .to dIscourse of not seilIng.but at a price; the 
young men, With good reason, as they tlunk, resolve the same, 
and. then the ~thers undersell a~d lea;,e them without oppor­
tUlllty, for their heads were" bed up from their meat. 

\Ve shall not go into the details of the Turkey trade with 
which he was connected. For several years he advanced 
little beyond the condition of an agent for the house which 
sent him to Smyrna. He returned to England and made new 
arrangements; went to ConstantinoplE', carried on an exten­
s!ve and lucrative traffic, and finally returned to England a 
rlCh merchaat, after an absence of twenty :years. 

He took a large house in ilasinO'hall Street and entered 
extensively into trade. Tn discou~sing to hi; brothers, ho 
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caused them to wonder, particularly the Lord Chief Justice 
North, at his new ideas about trade and money, whereof they 
had never heard the like before. "One of his doctrines," 
says Roger, "was, that you could never permanently drain 
the country of money by any system of foreign trade, by pay­
ing away the money for foreign merchandi"e; because those 
who had got the money would, when they discovered that it 
was scarce in this country, come with it and sell it again. 
They would take as the price of the money whatever we 
could afford to give most of, and which might be suitable to 
them." Thus Mr North contended money would always 
equalize its own circulation, if nations traded freely with one 
another. 

The Lord Chief Justice, finding his brother falling thus 
pell-mell into the affairs of trade, and perceiving in his con­
versation that he had an uncommon penetration and capacity, 
both in general and particular direction of matters to be tralH;­
acted by the application of many heads and hands, thought 
sincerely that he should do his majesty a signal piece of ser­
vice in recommending him to some post, of which, in the 
revenue business, there were not a few that needed such an 
one as he was; and if \vithal he did good to his brother, hi::! 
integrity and service to the king his master was never the 
less. Accordingly he took an opportunity to speak of him to 
my Lord Rochester, (then at the head of the Treasury,) and 
told him that he had a brother lately arrived from 'Turkey, 
who understood trade and the marine perfectly well; and he 
believed it would be for his majesty's service if his Lordship 
thought fit to recommend him to any employment in the cus­
toms, or where such a person might be useful; and that really 
he believed that no man in England was so well qualified to 
serve the King as his brother was. But his Lordship so little 
thought that there could be an impartial man in the world, 
that, for answer, he only smiled; which was as much as to say 
that he thought my Lord Chief Justice came to palm his 
brother upon him. By this it appeared that the Lord 
Hochester did not understand men; Lut his miud altered 
afterwards. 

1\Ir North's marriage is worthy of a brief notice, from cir­
cumstances connected with his father-in-law and his own po­
litical connexions. He was set up as one of the candidates 
for the sheriffwick of London and Middlesex by the court party. 
The religious Protestant Non-conformists, and other oppo­
nents of the court, among whom the Catholics were perhaps 
the most powerful, opposed the appointment of 1\11' North as 
shel'iff. The most of' their opposition comisted for a time in 



90 J'R~H: TRADIl .\:\'D THS I.EACUJr.. 

ridicule, writing anonymous Idtc·l's to his friends, caricaturi~g 
him as an ass, ., which," says Roger, "made matter of dIs­
<JoUl'se, and sometimes merrilllcnt alllong ourselves, but altered 
nut the state of his case one jot." 

But one thing the party did which was real.ly malicious, and 
mi<rht have had an unfortunate turn upon hIm. They found 
out that at this time he was in full courtship of a widow lady, 
vel'y beautiful, and rich, the daughter of Sir Robert Cann, a 
morose old merchant of Bristol. They caused letters to be 
sent to this old gentleman from some one in London whom he 
valued, intimating that his daughter was going to throw her­
self away upon a new comer that all people believed was not 
worth a groat. else he would not act so desperately as he did 
to be sheriff; for if he went on he would certainly be hanged. 
And the lady herself was plied with gossips, but her penetr~ 
tion was not so shallow as their tittle-tattle. She lodged In 

the house of an understanding merchant, one Mr George 
Si t well, and it is likely that the gentleman gave a good ac­
count of his proceedings, and, as it fell out, all this wind 
shook no corn in that quarter. 

Meanwhile he was elected sheriff amid great disturbance; 
but during all these turbulences in the public, Mr North did 
not lIf~glect his main, which was to accomplish his match with 
the lady Gunning. Conrerning which I must remember that, 
as soon as it was seriously thought of, I took upon me to 
write to Sir Robert Cann, her fati1P.r, with whom I was well 
acquainted, and proposed the match to him, setting forth Mr 
North with all the advantage I could. The old knight re­
turned an answer, and in it an immense demand, viz.-that 
when Mr North had purchased an estate in land of three or 
four thousand pounds a-year, (I know not which,) whereby he 
might make s8ttlements suitable to his daughter's fortune, 
he would hearken to my proposition, but none of less estate in 
land must pretend to her. This was cold water and I de­
sisted. But when a good advance was made in the lady'S fa­
vour, she adhering resolutely to have her father's consent 
without which she would never marry, Mr North himself wrot; 
to Sir Robert, in general terms, for his consent upon making 
such settlements as should be approved. His answer was to 
the same effect, viz.-that when he had produced his particu­
lars, &c. Then ~J l' North wrote again a proposition to settle 
twenty thousand pounds to purchase an estate, &c. The old 
man answered thus :-" Sir, l'J)' answer to your first letter is 
an answer to your second.-Your humble servant,' R. C." 
Mr North returned-" Sir, I perceive vou like neither me nor 
my business.-Your h~lllble servant: D. N." And there 
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ended the correspondence with the father at that time. But, 
in the mean time, he had wrote to his daughter, to shew her 
the precipice she was upon-going to marry a desperado, not 
worth a groat, and one that would certainly be hanged. 

But the old man, at length, finding this would be a match, 
when the dust raised by party-work was well cleaned off, fell 
in; and, since he could not have his will in the person, he re­
Eo~ved to have it in the settlements. So, besides what Mr 
North settled, he must turn over all his wife's fortune, of all 
kinds, for her separate disposal. This done, he consented, 
and the match, with a very honourable attendance, was 
solemnized. But the lady, whose judgment and penetration 
were superior to most of her sex, took care, bef(Jre she went to 
church, to commit her separate maintenance to the flames, as 
being, for the most part, a make-bait, and never of uS(' but in 
the cases of young folks, whose characters are not known. 
Anyone that hath lived in the view of the world, as she had 
done, might easily discern a good man from a bad one. The 
marks of family, company, reputation, successes, &c., seldom 
fail to indicate a man's moral character. It was almost im­
possible but this match must prove happy, for here were two 
persons joined that were wise and sincere, and who meant the 
same thing, that is, to make each other happy. I have heard 
Mr North say, that he never feared an ill wife if the woman 
was wise; for then she would go to her interest, and he could 
make that so plair. to her as she could not mistake it. 

But to shew how this lady condescended to oblige her hus­
band after she was married, I must observe that, contrary to 
her nature and humours, which was to be retired, she kept 
him company in public at his feastings, sitting at the upper 
end of the table at those noisy and fastidious dinners. And 
it did not a little illustrate his happiness in the midst of these 
shrieval troubles when the citizens came, that a lady so beau­
ful and rich, with her belles airs, advanced, receiving and 
saluting so much company. But it was to continue only for 
one year, so she endured it. The old knight, her father, 
came at last to be proud of his son, for when the first visit was 
paid at Bristol, Mr North, to humour the vanity of that city 
and people, put himself in a splendid equipage; and the old 
man, in his own house, often said to him, "Ccme, son, let us 
go out and shine," that is, walk about· the streets with six 
footmen, in rich liveries, attending. But when he found the 
separate deed given up, and the furniture she had there pack­
ing away, he was enraged, and told her she was cheated, &c. 
He made her so afraid of him, that she durst not stay in his 
house without her hUlSband, but chose to accolllpany him oYer 
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sea to St Brevill's, where her jointure lay. But all was well 
at last. 

After Le invasion of James II., J urlge Jefferies proceerled on 
the western circuit, with a military commission in addition to 
that of Chief Justice. At Bristol, he discovered, or pretend­
ed to discover, that the mayor and alderm~n had been en­
gaged in kidnapping young people and seiling them to ~he 
American and Indian plantations as slaves. The allegatIO.n 
against them seemed to be grounded on the fact of then· 
extra-judicially threatening offenders with extreme punish­
ment, who, voluntarily going into banishment to the planta­
tions, escaped the threatened extremity. Sir Robert Cann 
was one of the aldermen implicated, and was greatly alarmed 
for the consequences, as Jefferies had ordered the military 
guards into the court-house at Bristol, to take the mayor and 
aldermen into custody. 

The Norths in London were at undisguised enmity with the 
Chief Justice; but from the terror which the old merchant was 
suffering under, and the actual danger, they proceeded with 
him to the chambers of Judge Jefferies in London, and, after 
much trouble and entreaty, the J uuge, addressing Sir Robert 
Cann, said, "Go thy way, and sin no more, lest a worse thing 
bof all th ee 1" 

Whereupon the Bristol merchant retired greatly relieved, 
greatly rejoicing that his daughter had married into a family 
whose membc rs had rendered him sueh a service; yet. so 
shaken with the alarm, that he never again recovered his 
wonted cheerfulness. He died S00n after. 

Mr ~orth was appointed one of the commissioners of the 
customs, and afterwards of the treasury. His business habits 
and commercial knowledge set in o~der the indolence and 
irregularity of his colleagues. His integrity seems to have 
been more offensive to them. The necessity for new taxes to 
carryon a war against the French and Dutch became too 
strong to be resisted. The national jealousy of the commer­
cial superiority of the Dutch rendered such expenditure popu­
lar. 1\11' North, now knighted as Sir Dudley, was applied to 
on this question of finance. His brother Roger related the 
subject thus:-

DiverFl proposals w~re made, some for a land-tax, on pur­
pose th:=tt .the duty mIght be unpopular; some for a tax upon 
~ew bUlldmgs ; and others .had their projects, which they had 
lIttle reason f?r, but .only III reserve that they were like to 
come to nothmg. SIr Dudley North took a strict account of 
all the commodities in trade, from the custom-house books 
and considered which wOlild best bear a farther imposition; 
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for if commodities are over-rated, it amounts to a prohibition. 
At last he thought fit to propose a tax of one farthing upon 
sugars, and one halfpenny upon tobacco imported, to lie upon 
English consumption only, and not upon the exports, and tbis, 
as he estimated, would yield the sum expected; and would 
scarce be any burthen sensible to the people. In short, this 
tax was approved and voted at the committee, and a bill 
directed, which was drawn up and brought in. 

lt came not thus far without much opposition and conten­
tion; and Sir Dudley .x orth wa~ forced to stand the attacks 
of a numerous and valuable party in the house; some suspect­
ing his integrity, and others his understanding; but he 
stemmed them all. After the bill was brought in and read, 
and copies went abroad, whereby the invention was known, 
there was a general muster of noises and clamour from all 
parts of the town, not only of merchants importers, but of 
consumptioners, retailers, &c., raised up against it, as if the 
utter ruin of all the plantations was to follow; and all trad;ng 
from thence, and all dealing whatever in those commodities, 
were all to be confounded at one single stroke. One that 
lived in that and in this age, must wonder that, in the matter of 
taxing, the on8 should strain at a gnat and the other swallow 
canwls. The pretence of the tradesmen was, that in the end 
it would be found to fall upon the plantations trade, and to 
tax the exports as well as the home consumption. For, al­
though it was pretended that all goods exported, being unal­
tered, should take back the custom of so much, the practice 
would be so puzzling and troublesome at the custom-house, 
that men would rather quit than lose theil' time about it ; 
and then, a rise of the commodity at home would lessen ~he 
trade, so as it would not be worth their while to deal in it, 
whereby the plantations must sink. And a parcel of grocers, 
tlugar-bakers, and tobacconists, also came to my lord trea­
surer, and declared to him positively, that if that bill passed, 
they would trade in those goods no longer. This startled his 
Lordship, and he ordered them to attend the next day, intend­
ing that Sir Dudley North should be present; and he was 
sent for accordingly. 

At the time there came a great muster of the tradesmen, 
and divers of them talked one after another, and all conclud­
ed it to be tlteir common resolution, if that bill passed, to trade 
in sugars and tobacco no mOl·e. Sir Dudley North stared at 
them, and admired their impudence ill lyin/! so brazenly. At 
last, my lord treasurer sain, " Sir Dudley North, what say yuu 
to this?" "My lord," said he, "I desire only to ask them a 
question;" then, turning to the chief of them, "Sir," said he, 
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"if one comes to your shop to buy sugar, will you sell any!" 
dd d " Y " "Th " 'd The grocers, on a su en, answere es. en, sal 

Sir Dudley North, "ijyou1l"ill sell, I am sure yOlb"U huy/, and 
fell a laughing. Then again he asked them whether, If they 
could get money by trading, they would not trade! To 
which they could not tell what to say. These stabs made 
them look woodenly upon one another, and the ferment 
seemed to be laid. They did not expect the questions, and 
could not on the sudden qualify their answers, and so were 
cauO'ht. l\Iy lord treasurer was satisfied they were a parcel 
of pa,rty knaves tha,t came to hinder the king's business ~ so 
the bill, which ha,d like to ha,ve been given up, was determmed 
to go on. 

In the passing of this bill, the work lay wholly upon Sir 
Dudley North to sa,tisfy the House. as he did, by unfolding 
the na,ture of the ta,x, declaring his estimates, and making 
the conse'luent practice at the custom-house understood. And 
at the ccmmittee, when the bill was gone over, paragraph by 
paragraph, he sat by the table, with the draught and a pen 
in his hanel, dicta,ting amendments in numerous insta,nces, 
and divors of the old members were diverted by seeing a 
fresh man, and half foreigner, act his part in parliament so 
well. And his schemes being well judged, and built upon 
truths well known to him, he, maintaining his character as to 
canelour and sincerity to a 8cruple, he had confidence, and 
stood buff against all the reflections made at him, and at 
times repelled them. 

There was a law passed, or rather was continued, this parlia­
ment, called the coina[:·p. This was a certain tax laid to pay for 
coining money, whereLy any man who brought bullion into the 
mint took out coined money reduced to sterling weight for 
weight. Sir Dudley North was illfinitelp;candalized at the folly 
of this law, which made bullion and coined money pass, so that 
any man might gain by melting, as when the price of bullion 
riseth, a crown shall melt into five shillings and sixpence; but 
on the other side, ~othing could ever be lost by coining, for, 
upon a glut of bullIon he might get that way too, and upon a 
scarcity melt again, and no kind of advantage, by increase of 
money, as was pretended, like to come out. The lord trea­
surer gave some of the banker goldsmiths, and Sir Dudley 
North, a meeting. Charles Duncomb, a great advancer had 
whispered somewhat in his lordship's ear that made him i~clin­
able to the bill. Sir Dudley North reasoned with them 
against it beyond reply; and then the argument. was, "Let 
there be money, my lord, by G-d, let there be money." The 
l'easons why this scheme prevailed were, first, that the crown 
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got duty by the coinage; next, tIu.t. the goldsmiths who 
gained by the melting trade were advancers to the treasury 
and favourites. The country gentlemen are commonly full of 
one profound mistake, which is, if a great deal of money be 
made, they must, of course, have a share of it, such being the 
supposed consequence of what they call plenty of money. So 
little do assemblies of men follow the truth of things in their 
deliberations; but shallow, unthought prejudices carry them 
away by shoals. In short, the bill passed; and the effects of 
it have been enough seen and felt; however, the evil hath been 
since, in some sort, but not wholly, remedied. 

Another thing which gave him great offence was the cur­
rencyof clipped money. He looked upon coined money as 
merchandise, only (for better proof and convenience) used as 
a scale, having its supposed weight signed upon it, to ,veigh 
all other things by, or, ail a denomination apt for aCC01J!lts. 
But if the weight of it differed from its stamp, it was not a 
scale but a cheat, like a piece of goods with a content stampt, 
and divers yards cut off. And as to the fancy that common 
currency might reconcile the matter, he thought that, when a 
man takes a thing called a shilling, putting it off, it is also 
called a shilling nominally true; but as to the deficiency it is no 
other than a token, or leather money, of no intrinsic, by what 
name soever it be called; and that all markets will be regu­
lated accordingly; for as money is debased prices rise, and 
so it all comes to one reckoning. This was seen hy guineas, 
which, in the currency of clipped money rose to be worth 
thirty {clipped) shillings. Sir Dudley North was resolved, 
that if ever he sat in another session of parliament, he would 
bid battle to this public illusion. And, being full of the sub­
ject, he eased his mind by laying down his reasons upon 
paper, and the fancy took him to do it in the form of a speech 
in the House of Commons; though if he had had twenty 
speeches beforehand he could not have rehearsed one of them 
as they were penned, but must, as his use was, faU directly 
upon the point, ex se nata, and as the reason of things and the 
quality of the debate prompted. He could improve his 
notions, but he could not confine himself to any premedi­
tated composure. 

He knew, indeed, that he stood a.Ione; and except some, 
and not many, of his fellow merchants, scarce all)' per!'on 
appeared to join with him. Corruption, self-interest, and 
authority, he knew were winds that would blow in his face; 
but yet he believed his reasons were no less impetuous, and 
that he should be able to impress them; and that, being once 
understood, the business would make its own way. But thl:) 
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p'l.rliat!lent in which he served was dissolved, a?d he came 
no more within that pale. But after~ards, findmg that ~he 
grievance of clipped money oecame msupportable, .and With 
design, that, since he could not, some other persons ml~ht push 
for a regulation, as well of this as ?f ~ome other g.nevances 
relating to trade in general, and to mClte t?e?I to It, he put 
his sense in the form of a pamphlet, and, slttmg t?e conve?-­
tion (or some time after it was turned into a par!mment) ~n 
16~1l, published it, printed for .J. Basset, and entitled" DIS­

courses upon trade, prillcipally direct('d to tlte cases of Intere~t, 
Go iI/age, Clippillp, and Encrease of Jlfone!/." . 

Discourses upon such subjects used to be frequent m the 
conversation between these brothers, where the general good 
of England was as seriously and sincerely deliberated as in the 
parliament house itself. \Vhatever may be thought, I am 
sure I do not hyperbolize in this, since it was my good stars 
to be an eye and ear witnel's of what I affirm. 

It was a great misfortune to Sir Dudley North to be sheriff 
of London and Middlesex in 16/53. In that year (guilty or 
not guilty may never now be known) the Lord William 
Russell was beheaded in Lincoln's Jnn Fields for his share in 
the alleged Rye House plot; and \\Talcot, Bone, and Rouse, 
were executed at Tyburn, for a similar offence, which two 
of them confessed. In the same year Algernon Sidney was 
beheaded on Tower Hill, " glorying that he died for the good 
old cause in whidl he had been engaged from his youth." It 
was the unpleasant duty of Sir Dudley Korth to officiate at 
~hose executions. He had been forced somewhat injudi­
ciously into office by the party which rejoiced in prosecuting 
Sidney and Hussell with rigour, and could not escape sharing 
in that odium which properly should have fallen only on them. 

It was a question frequently mooted though not raised in a 
court of law, ",hethel' htl was legally sheriff or not. He was 
elected by the citizens with Mr Box his colleague; but the 
aldermen opposed to him kept the poll open after the Lord 
Mayor had officially closed it; whereby two other gentlemen 
were pbced in a majority over North and Box. A proclama­
tion was then issued by the crown, ordering a new election, 
at which North and Box were elected, and so sworn in. Lord 
Grey of \Verk, Alderman Cornish, and others, were tried and 
heavily fin~d for the share they had in keeping the election 
open after It was closed by the Lord Mayor. 

When William III. was king, and the friends of Lord 
Grey, Lord Russell, and Algernon Sidney, were in possession 
of political power, they made an attempt to raise a prosecu­
tiun against Sir Dudley North, to establish the illegality of 
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his elr-etion as sheriff, which, had they done, they hoped til 
follow it with the farther declaration by law, that tho execu­
tions for treason were murder, and so obtain the restitutio!! 
of their confiscated estates. King William, however, felt 
himself too infirmly seated on the throne as a revolutionary 
king, to favour any such attempts at opening up the old quet>­
tion of the Rye House Oonspiracy, in which he had possibly 
had a deeper hand than Lord William Russell. 

Sir Dudley North having no farther connection with poli­
tics, betook himself once more to trade as a merchant. He 
joined with others in building three ships of warlike strength 
to trade to Turkey, and, by their defensive strength, be able 
to cope with the pirates of the Mediterranean. One of 
them was ta,!;.en by the French, who were now at war with 
England; the others were lost. 

Sir Dudley North's discourse upon trade, embodying the 
results of his practical experience and strong reasoning 
powers, was intended, his brother states, for the information 
of the" Convention, afterwards called a parliament, sum­
moned by the Prince of Orange at the revolution." This 
shews him to have had higher principles than party politics. 
It was published in 1691 ; but it soon became so scarce, or, 
says Roger, was" utterly sunk," that no "copy could be 
obtained for money." 

Mr John Locke, a political adherent of William III., and 
the whigs, produced, about the same time, a work on the 
coining, clipping, and money-interest subjects expounded by 
North, and was rewarded with a pension of L.1000 for the 
performance. 

Sir Dudley North died on the 31st of December 1691, aged 
50 years. He was interred in the Church of St Paul, Covent 
Garden, in London; but, twenty years afterwards, on the 
death of his widow, his dust was removed, in accordance with 
her will, and interred beside her body at Glensham in Suf­
folk, where he had purchased an estate, and provided amply 
for her and his two sons. 

The first penny-post for the town delivery of letters in 
London was est3.blished at the time that Sir Dudley North 
was elected as sheriff. It was established by one Murray, 
and some of its earliest work was the conveyance of numerous 
letters, most of them anonymous, warning North against 
being sheriff; threatening him, and conveying to the lady 
whom he was then courting, and who became his wife, 
insinuations against his character. This penny-post soon 
after merged in the general post of the government, com­
plaints having been made that it interfered with the govern­
ment interests. 
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SECT. XL.-MISCELLANEOUS WRITERS ON THE MERCANTILB 

SYSTE~l. 

Charles Davenant, LLD., was inspector of the customs in 
the reign of Charles II., and furnished many interesting 
statistics. He was an adherent of' the "mercantile system" 
in theory, and laboured to prove it sound; but his statisti?s 
proved it ~nsound. In o~e year h.e ~tated tha~ several ml!­
lions sterling had been paId by Bntam for ~orelgn comm~dl­
ties, chiefly French, more than had been paId by any foreign 
country for British commodities. He says that the balance 
being so greatly against Britain, there must have been a loss, 
yet, as every person knew, there had been a prosperous trade, 
and the country seemed to be thriving. He could not account 
for it; the country was thriving, not seemingly so, but in 
reality. Dr Davenant's commercial works were collected and 
published under the editorship of Lord White worth in 1771. 

In the latter half of the] 7th century, the delusion that the 
English trade with France was a continued loss to England 
increased every year. The alleged partiality of the Stuarts, 
Charles II. and his brother, for the French, and the unpopu­
larity of' these sovereigns among the religious non-conformists 
in England, afforded means for the latter to strengthen their 
political opposition, by alarming the people about the balance 
of trade with France being llgainst England. And when 
William III. came to the throne, on the expulsion of the 
Stuarts in 1688, he found it popular with the nation and safe 
for himself to extend and confirm the delusion. 

In 1677 an anonymous work was issued, entitled "Eng­
land's Great' Happiness." It was directed against the mer­
cantile theory, and the absurd belief which then alarmed the 
nation, that it was annually losing a million sterlinO' in pay­
ments to France. No subsequent writer seems I:> to ha va 
~az~rded an. opinion as to '~ho the writer was .. Comparing 
It With the Circumstance of Su' Dudley North bemg then in a 
si~uati?n which ~ould not admi~ of his publishing a work 
With hiS name, bemg connected WIth the court, or of hoping 
to have the privilege of seeing his work escape popular de­
struct~on. if .he gav~ it with hi~ nam~; looking at the style, 
graphiC m IllustratIOn and pomted m argument; referring 
ll!SO to the fac~ menti~ned by his brothers in their notes upon. 
hl.m,. that he ~I~ occaSIOnally write pamphlets, it seems so far 
wlthm ~robablhty that " ~ngland's Great Happiness" was his 
productIOn, that we run httle risk in doing injustice to any 
other author by so setting it down. 

It is written in the form of dialogues; the speakers aro 
Complaint and Oontent. The following is an extract :_ 
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Oomplaint.-" You speak plain; but what think you of the 
French trade, which draws away our money by wholesale! 
Mr Fortrey, whom I have heard you speak well of, gives an 
account that they get L.1,600,OOO a-year from us, as the 
balance of trade which was against England according to the 
mercantile system." 

Oontent.-" 'Tis a great sum; but, perhaps, were it put to 
a vote in a wise council, whether for that reason the trade 
should be left off, 't would go in the negative. For paper, 
wine, linen, Castile soap, brandy, olives, capers, prunes, kid­
skins, taffaties, and such like, we cannot be without j and for 
the rest, which you are pleased to style apes and peacocl.:s, 
(although wise Solomon rankt them with gold and ivory,) 
they set us all agog, and have increased among us many con­
siderable trades. * * * I must confess I had rather the 
French would use our goods than money; but if not, I would 
not lose the getting of ten pound because I can't pet an hundred; 
and I don't question but when the French get more foreign 
trade, they'll give more liberty to the bringing in foreign 
goods. I'll suppose John a-Nokes to be a butcher, Dick 
a-Styles an exchange man, yourself a buyer; will you buy 
no meat or ribbons, or your wife a fine Indian gown or fan, 
because they will not truck with you for indentures which 
they have need of? I suppose no; but if you get money 
enough of others, you care not though you give it away in 
specie for these thiPgs. I think 'tis the same case with the 
French trade." 

Of this work Mr MacuIIoch remarks :-
"The author is, in fact, a decided and intelligent op­

ponent of all commercial restraints, and of all laws for re­
straining, or in anywise limiting, private expenditure; and is 
favourable to the immigration of the foreigners, and the prac­
tice of enclosing, &c. Perhaps, however, the spirit of this 
remarkable tract may be best inferred from the titles of some 
of the dialogues. Among others, we have • To export money, 
our gre:tt advantage;' • The French trade, a profitable trade;' 
, Variety of wares for all markets, a great advantage;' • High­
living, a great improvement to arts;' • Invitation of foreign 
arts, a great advantage;' • Multitude of traders, a great ad­
vantage;' • The word Impossible, a great discourager of 
arts,' &c. But how conclusive soever, its influence was too 
feeble to arrest the current of popular prejudice. In the 
year after its publication (1678) the importation of French 
;,ommodities was prohibited for three years. This prohibi­
tion was made perpetual in the reign of William III., when 
the French trade was declared to be a nuisance-a principle, 
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if we mav so ca.ll it, which has been acted upon down to our 
own tim~s." . 

For a list of the writers on political economy and commerCf~, 
with noticcs of their works, reference should be had to Lord 
Lauderdale's collection of scarce tracts, or, failing that, to thfir 
more comprehensive and serviceable work of Mr Maculloch, 
the Literature of Putiticul Ecunoill.1f. 

SECT. XJ.l.-POSTS, POST OFFICE, BA;IIKS. 

Brief and guilty as the reign of Hichard 1 II. was, the merit 
of establishinO" the first posts for the conveyance of intelli­
gence is due to him. The post office, next to the printing 
office, has done so much for the promotion of free trade in re­
cent times that we cannot omit a glance at its origin. 

James 1. established an office for the reception and convey­
ance of fcreign letters; and in 1 (i32, his son Charles 1., "for 
the convenience of English merchants," continued the patent 
of it, which had been granted to '\' illiam Frizell and Thomas 
'Vitherings. . 

In 1635, a home post office was established for the convey­
a!1ce of inland letters. A royal proclamation concerning it 
states that, up to that time, there had been no intercourse be­
tween the kingdoms of England and Scotland; wherefore the 
postmaster of England for foreign parts is commanded to set­
tle a running post or two, to run night and day between Lon­
don and Edinburgh, to go thither and come again in six days; 
and to take with them all such letters as shall be directed 
to any post town in or near that road. Byposts are, at the 
same time, ordered to be connected with several places on the 
main line, to bring in and carry out the letters from and to 
Lincoln, Hull, and other towns. A similar post to Chester 
and Holyhead, and another to Exeter and Plymouth, are at 
the same time ordered to be established; and it is promised 
that, as soon as possible, the like conveyances !:!hould be set­
tlad for the Oxford and BriRtol road, and also for that leading 
through Colchester and Norwich. 

The rates of postage are fixed at twopence a single letter 
fol' any distance un?er eig~ty miles; fourpence up 1.0 a hun­
d!,cd and forty mIles; ~lxpence for any longer distance; 
cIghtpence to any place In Scotland. It is ordered that no 
other messeng~rs nor footposts shall carry any letters but 
those alone whICh shall be employed by the king'!! postmaster­
g~ner~l, unless .to ]llaces where the king'~ posts do not go, 
wlt.h tbe exceptIOn of common known earners, or messengers 
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particularly sent on purpose, or persons carrying a letter for 
a friend. 

The mode of conveyance contemplated by this scheme wa.s 
by persons riding on horseback, which indeed continued to be 
the general system of our post office down to near the end of 
the 18th century. 'Vitherings, who was now inland as well 
as foreign postmaster, was superseded in 1640 for abuses 
in bath his offices; and they were sequestered into the hands 
of Phillip Barlamachy, to be exercised henceforth under the 
care and oversight of the king's principal secretary of state. 
From that date, therefore, the post office may be considered 
as a public establishment.* 

A penny post in London was established about 1682, by a 
private individual, but it merged within two years in the 
general post. 

Banks for the deposit of money seem to have arisen out of 
these two circumstances, that Charles I. despotically seized 
upon the money of the merchants of London, which. accord­
ing to custom, was deposited for safe keeping in the .l\lint. 
He took it as a loan; but the merchants not choosing to be 
parties to such loans, took to themselves indentured servants, 
called apprentices. as cashiers, (not apprenticed lads, as has 
beell erroneously recorded,) to whom they gave the custody (If 
their cash. 

Second, The civil wars which arose out of the despotism of 
Charles I. gave scope and encouragement to runaways. Tho 
indentured servants of the merchants did not all prove 
honest; flome decamped to the wars with their master's 
money, which set the merchants to try other expedients. 
They fell next upon the plan of committing the money to the 
custody of the goldsmiths. This occurred first about 1645. 
When Mr Dudley North returned from Turkey, more than 
thirty years after this period, he was solicited on 'Change 
every day, his brother Roger writes, by the goldsmiths, who 
came with low obeisances to him to place his mon!'}" in their 
hands, fOf that custom had grown up while he was resident in 
Turkey. He did not like it; and when asked by other mer­
chants where he kept his money, he replied, "At home, to be 
sure; where should I keep it!" But he found the inconve­
nience of keeping it at home at last, and placed it in the shop 
(bank) of Sir Francis Child, at Temple Bar. From this time, 
b:mks for the deposit of money became common, and the deal­
ings with the goldsmiths gradually ceased. Several of them 
betook themselves to the business of banking . 

.. For a farther account of the post offi('e, and its services rendered to frp" 
trade, see the Memoirs of }Ir HoLert W.t1lace of Kelly and Mr Rowland HUl 

\ OL. 1 7 
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!lECTIO'I XLll.-WILLIAM PATERSON, FOUNDER OF THE BANKS OP 

E:-."GLAND A:-;D OF SCOTLAND, PROJECTOR OF A GRAND SCHEME OF 

FREE TltADE. 

It is questionable if this gentleman was ~ore r~markable 
for the great Darien project of free trade whICh faIled, or for 
his project of the banks of England and of Scotland, whICh 
have succeeded. 

William Paterson was born, it is supposed, in the year 
] 660 at Skipmyre, in the parish of Tim,:ald, Dumfriessh!re. 
I t is deeply to be regretted that no satisfactory memorIals 
h:we been preserved of this remarkable man. Of his. educa­
tion nothincr is known; but it is stated in one memOIr that 
he was bred to the church. He is also said to have repre­
sented the burgh of Dumfries more than once in t~e S?ottish 
Parliament; to ha ye gone out to the West IndIeS III the 
character of a Ohri:stian missionary, for the purpose of con­
verting the negroes; and to have, while in that g.uarter, 
joined the buccaneers, a gang of desperadoes who mfested 
the shores of America and the \Vest Indian islands, making 
prizes indiscriminately of the ships of all nations; and it is 
in this character he is said to have acquired that intimate 
knowledge of the seas and coasts of America which led him 
to form the splendid idea of a settlement at Darien, by which 
he meant to connect the seas on the opposite sides of the globe, 
and to form a grand emporium of the productions of all the 
quarters of the earth. That Mr Paterson, however, was either 
a churchman or a buccaneer at any period of his life appears 
a gratuitous assumption, unsupported by any direct evidence, 
and at variance with the known course of his after life. It 
is certain, however, that he was in the \Vest Indies; but It 
is much more likely that his pursuits there were comlllf:'Tcial 
than either clerical or piratical. In whatever capacity he 
may have acquired his commercial and geographica,l know­
ledge, he returned to Europe with a scheme of trade wholly 
different from the methods and principles of any of the then 
trading companies of England, and which he was desirous of 
establishing under the protection and patronage of some 
~urop~a? power, which might give greater privileges and 
Immu.l11tles than ,~ere consistent with the laws of England 
then II1 force. ThiS scheme he seems to have laid first before 
the merchants of Hamburg, afterwards before the Dutch aud 
then. befor~ the Elector of Brandenburg, who all, how~ver, 
received Ius proposals coldly. Paterson next applied to t.he 
merchants of London, and with them concerted the plan of 
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the Bank of England, of which there seems no reason to doubt 
that he gave the first hint. As it has very frequently hap­
pened, however, in similar cases, though he was admitted one 
of the original directors, his richer associates no sooner became 
fully possessed of his ideas, than they found out pretexts for 
quarrelling with him, and finally expelled him from all share 
in conducting that business of which he had been the author. 
Under these circumstances he became acquainted in London 
with some of his countrymen, particularly with Fletcher of 
Salton, who had penetration enough to see and to appreciate 
the simple splendour of his project with regard to Darien, and 
patriotism enough to desire to secure the bpnefits of it to his 
own country. Paterson had all the patriotism of Fletcher, 
without any of that national partiality which, in the former, 
somewhat dimmed its lustre and lessened its effect; but he 
was yet, from the manner in which he had already been treated 
by all to whom he had communicated his plans, easily per­
suaded to give the benefit of his conceptions to the country to 
which he owed his birth, and where he had as Jet suffered 
none of that painful mortification, of which he had experi­
enced less or more in all the places he had yet visited. He 
accordingly came to Scotland along with Fletcher, who intro­
duced him to the Scottish administration, at the time greatly 
embarrassed by the affair of Glencoe, and who easily persuaded 
King William that a little more freedom, and some new facili­
ties of trade, would have a happy effect in diverting the public 
attention from the investigation of that unfortunate affair, in 
which his l\lajesty's credit was almost as deeply implicated as 
their own. The Earl of Stair, in particular, gave the project 
of Mr Paterson the support of his powerful eloquence. 

The result of all this was, that an act was passed by the 
Scottish Parliament on the 26th of June 1695, .• constituting 
John Lord Belhaven; Adam Cockburn of Ormiston; Lord Jus­
tice Clerk; Francis ~lontgomery of Gippen; Sir John :Maxwell 
of Pollock; Sir Robert Chiesly, present Provost of Edinburgh; 
John Swinton of that Ilk; George Clark, late bailie of Edin­
burgh; l:obert Blackwood, and James Balfour, merchants in 
Edinburgh; John Carse, merchant in Glasgow; WILLIAM 
PATERSON, Esq., James Fowlis, David Nairn, Esqs., Thomas 
Deans, Esq., James Chiesly, John Smith, Thomas (.Joutes, 
Hugh Frazer, Joseph Cahaine, David Ovedo, and \Valter 
Stuart, merchants in London, with such others as shall join with 
them within the space of -- after the 1st day of August 
next, and all others whom the aforesaid persons, and those 
joined. or major part of them, being assembled, shall admit, 
and join into their joint-stock and trade, who sh:;!~ all bEl 
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repute, as if herein originally insert, to be one body i?corpo­
rate, and a free incorporation, with perpetual succeSSIOn, by 
the name of the Company of Sc~tland .tr=;tding to ~frica and 
the Indies: Providing always, lIke as It IS hereby III the first 
place provided that of the fund or capital stock that shall 
be aO'reed to b~ advanced, and employed by the said under­
take~s and t.heir copartners, the half at least shall be appointed 
and allotted for Scottishmen within this kingdom, who shall 
enter and subscribe to the said company before the 1st day of 
AuO'ust 1696. And if it shall happen that Scotsmen living 
within the kinO'dom shall not, betwixt the foresaid term, sub­
scribe for, anl'make up the equal half of the said fund or 
capital stock, then, and in that case allenarly, it shall be, and 
is hereby ailowed to Scotsmen residing abroad, or to foreign­
ers, to come in, subscribe, and be assumed for the super­
plus of the said half, and no otherwi3e." By the same 
act, the lowest subscription was fixed at L.100 sterling, 
aml the highest at .e300~. The shares of Scotsmen, too, 
it was provided, could be sold and alienated only to Scots­
men. The company was also vested with full powers to hold 
parliaments, make laws, and administer justice, &c. in any 
colonies they might plant; enter into treaties of peace and COlU­

merce with sovereigns, princes, estates, rulers, governors, or pro­
plietorsof land, in Asia, Afl·icaand America, all their ships being 
bound, under penalty of confiscation, to return with their car­
goes, in the first instance, to this country, without breaking bulk 
by the wa,y. They had also the exclusive privilege of trading 
to Asia, Africa, and America for the period of thirty-one 
years; together with the free and absolute right of property 
to all lands, islands, colonies, cities, towns, ports, and planta­
tions they might come to establish or possess; paying yearly 
to his majesty, and his successors in sovereignty, one hogshead 
of tobacco, in name of ble!'lCh duty, if required. They had 
also the power of purchaslllg, for the enlargement of their 
t~ade ~nd ~aviga~i~n, from foreign pot~ntates, such excep­
tlOn~, hb~rtles, prIvileges, &c., as they might find convenient. 
Their ships were also exempted from all customs cesses and 
supplies, and their stock in trade from all taxes for the ~pace 
of twenty-one years. All persons concerned in the company 
were decbred denizens of the kingdom, and all persons set­
tling in any of their colonies, cities, &c., were to be reputed 
nat}ves of the ~ingdom, and enjoy privileges accordingly. 
ThIS act, of whICh the above are some of the outlines, was 
d~awn up under the ey~ of Mr Paterson, and was certainly 
highly favourable for hiS purpose. The Isthmus of Darien, 
where there was a large tract of land bordering on both seas, 
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the Indian and the Atlantic, which had never been in posses­
sion of any European nation, was the spot he had fixed upon 
for the scene of his operations, and the advantages of whic:h 
he thus graphically pointed out: "The time and expense of 
navigation to China, Japan, the Spice Islands, and the far 
greater part of the East Indies, will be lessened more than 
half, and the consumption of European commodities and 
manufactures will soon be more than doubled. Trade will 
increase trade, and money will beget money, and the trading 
world shall need no more want work for their hands, but 
will rather want hands for their work. Thus this door of the 
seas, and key of the universe, with anything of reasonable 
management, will, of course, enable its proprietors to give 
laws to both oceans, without being liable to the fatigues, 
expenses, and dangers, or contracting the guilt and blood of 
Alexander and Cresar. In all our inquiries that have been 
anything universal, the conquerors have been obliged to seek 
out and court their conquests from afar, but the universal 
force and influence of this attractive magnet is such as can 
much more effectually bring empires home to the proprietors' 
doors. But from what hath been said you may easily per­
ceive that the nature of these discoveries are such as not to 
be engrossed by anyone nation or people with exclusion to 
others; nor can it be thus attempted without evident hazard 
and ruin, as we may see in the case of Spain and Portugal, 
who, by their prohibiting any other people to trade, or so 
much as to go to or dwell in the Indies, have not only lost 
that trade they were not able to maintain, but have depopu­
lated and ruined their countries therewith, so that the Indies 
have rather conquered Spain and Portugal than they have 
conquered the Indies; for by their permitting all to go out, 
and none to come in, they have not only lost the people which 
are gone to the remote and luxuriant regions, but such as 
remain are become wholly unprofitable, and good for nothing. 
Thus, not unlike the dog in the fable, they have lost their own 
countries, and not gotten the Indies. People and their 
industry are the true riches of a prince or nation, and, in 
respect to them, all other things are but imaginary. This was 
well understood by the people at Rome, who, contrary to the 
maxims of Sparta and ~pain, by general naturalizations, li­
berty of conscience, and immunities of government, far more 
effectually and advantageously conquered and kept the world 
than ever they did or possibly could have done by the sword." 
~eeing clearly his way, Mr Paterson seems not to have had 
the smallest suspicion but that others would see it also, and 
.. he malws no doubt but that the affection we owe to our 
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sister nation will incline the company to be zealous i~ using 
all becoming endeavours for bringing our. fellow-subjects to 
be jointly concerned in this great, extensl~e, a?d advanta­
geous undertaking. That a proposal of tillS kmd from the 
company will be other than acceptable ou/?ht not to be sup­
posed, since by this means the consumptIOn and demand of 
English manufactures, and, consequently, the employment ?f 
their people will soon be more than doubled. England wIll 
be hereby e~abled to bec?me the long-.desire? ~e!1port, a~d 
yet its public revenues, Instead of i:emg .dlmIn~shed,. wIll 
thereby be greatly increased. By tl1lS theIr. n.a~IOn wIll. at 
once be eased of its laws of restraint and prohIbItIOns, whIch, 
instead of being encouragements, ~Iways have, and sti.ll con,~ 
tinue to be, the greatest lets to Its trade and happIness. 
These liberal views seem to have made a greater impression 
on the public mind than at that time could have been antici­
pated. In the month of October 169.5, Lord Belhaven, Mr 
Robert Blackwood, and l\Ir Balfour, went on a deputation to 
London, accompanied by 1\11' Paterson, where the subscrip­
tion books were first opened, and in the course of nine 
days £300,000 were subscribed; one-fourth of all subscrip­
tions being paid in cash. This promising state of things, 
however, was, by the jealousy of the English monopolists, 
suddenly reversed. The East India Company were the 
first to take the alarm, and they communicated their ter­
rors to the House of Lords. The latter requested a confe­
rence with the Commons on the alarming circumstances, and 
a committee was appointed to inquire by what methods such 
an Act had been obtained, who were the promoters, and who 
had become subscribers to the company. This was followed 
by an address to the king from both Houses of Parliament, 
stating" that, by reason of the superior advantages granted 
to the Scottish East India Company, and the duties imposed 
upon the Indian trade of England, a great part of the stock 
and shipping of this nation would be carried thither, by which 
means Scotland would be rendered a free port, and Europe 
from thence supplied with the products of the east much 
cheaper than through them, and thus a great article in the 
balance of foreign commerce would be lost to England, to the 
prejudice of the national naviO"ation and the royal revenue." 
The address went on to stat; that when the Scots should 
have established themselves in plantations in America, the 
western bra~ch of traffic would also be lost. The privilegeA 
granted theIr company would render their country the gene­
ral storehouse for tobacco, sugar, cotton, hides and timber' 
the low rates at which they would be enabled to carry o~ 
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their manufactures, wouid render it impossible for the Eng­
lish to compete with them; while, in addition, his Majesty 
engaged to protect, by the naval strength of England, a com­
pany, whose success was incompatiole with its cxiiitence." 
This address his majesty received graciously, observinO', 
"that he had been ill served in Scotland, but he hop:d 
some remedy might yet be found to prevent the incon­
venience that might arise from the act." To satisfy his 
English parliament that he was in earnest, "Tilliam dis­
missed his Scottish ministers, and among the rest the Earl 
of Stair. 

The English parliam~nt, with a spirit worthy of the darkest 
ages, and the most barbarous nations, proceeded to declare 
Lord Belhaven, William Paterson, and other members of the 
deputation, guilty of a high crime and misdemeanour, for 
administering in that kingdom the oath de fideli to a foreign 
association. Those of their own people who had become part­
ners in the company were threatened with an impeachment, and 
were by this means compelled to withdraw their subscriptions. 
Upwards of L.200,000 had been subscribed to the scheme by 
the merchants of Holland and Hamburgh, and the English 
resident at the latter city, Sir Paul RycauIt, was instructed to 
present a remonstrance on the part of the king, to the magis­
trates, complaining of the countenance they had given to the 
commissioners of the Darien Oompany, who had formed, and 
were prosecuting, a plan fraught with many evils; a plan 
which his majesty did not intend to support, and from which, 
if the Hamburghers did not withdraw their aid, they might 
be prepared for an interruption of that kindly feeling, and 
those good offices, that it was the wish of his majesty to cul­
tivate and to exercise towards them. The answer of the city 
was worthy of itself in its best days. " They considered it 
strange that the King of England should dictate to them, a 
free people, how, or with whom they were to engage in the 
arrangements of commerce; and still more so, that they should 
be blamed for offering to connellt themselves in this way with 
a body of his own subjects, incorporated under a special act 
of parliament." From this interference, however, the Ham­
burghers, aware that the company was to be thwarted in all its 
proceedings by the superior power of England, lost confidence 
in the scheme, and finally withdrew their subscriptions. The 
Dutch, too, equally jealous of commercial rivalry with England, 
and influenced perhaps by the same motives with the Ham­
burghers, withdrew their subscriptions also, and the company 
was left to the unassisted resources of their own poor and de­
pressed country. The eagerness with which the scheme had 
been patronized abroad by the wealthy individuals, and the 
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bitterness of the opposition directed against it uy the govern­
ment of England, equ3.lly tended to give it imJ.lortance in the 
eyes of Scotsmen, and they determined to go on with such 
means as they could command, secure of abundant support 
when the practicability of the plan should be demonstrated. 
The books for subsoription were not opened in Glasgow and 
Edinburgh till the month of February 1696, .and they. were 
not filled up till the month of August, when, oWlllg to the Illter­
ference of the English, and the consequent withdrawal of the 
foreign partners,another L.I00,OOOsteriing was shared in Scot­
land fourteen months after the passing of the act. Nothing 
could exceed the eagerness with which all classes of the Scot­
tish people hastened to enroll themselves in the magnificent 
copartnery now forming. Every burgh, every city, and 
almost every family of any consequence, became shareholders. 
LAOO,OOO were subscribed, an astonishing sum, when it is 
known that, at that time, the circulating capital of the king­
dom did not exceed L.800,OOO sterling. To this enthusiasm a. 
variety of cau~es contributed. The scheme of Paterson was po­
litically gooll. It W3.S dr3.wn up with great ability, and promised 
important results in a. moral and religivus, as well as in a 
commerci3.1 point of view. Many of the subscribers, indeed, 
were influenced solely by religious motives, as they considered 
the setting up of a church, regul3.rly constituted, on the con­
tinent, the most likely means for sprearling the gospel among 
the n3.tives, and as affording facilities for that purpose which 
could not in any other way be obtained. But it must be ad­
mitted that the scheme, having become a national mania, was 
not left to work its way by its own intrinsic merits. The 
scene of the intended operations became the subject of num­
berless p3.mphlets, wherein ~ancy was much more largely em­
ployed than fact. The SOIl was represented as rich, and 
teeming with the most luxuriant fertility; the rivers as full of 
fish, and their sands sparkling with gold; tho woods smiling 
in f:>erpetual ver~ure, at all times ringing with the melody of 
spnng, and loadmg every breeze that swept over them with 
the most delightful odours. 

Having completed their preparations, and the public autho­
rities havin&" assured them of protect.ion and encouragement, 
the colony, III presence of the whole City of Edinburgh, which 
poured out its inhabitants to witness the scene embarked 
Mr Paterson going first on board at Leith from the roads of 
which they sailed on the 26th of July 1698. The fleet con­
sisted of five ships, purchased at Hamburgh or Holland, (for 
they were refused even the trifling accommodation of a ship of 
war which was laid up at TIurntisland,) and were named the 
Oaledonia, Se Andrew, Unicorn, Dolphin, and Endeavour, the 
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two last being yachts laden with provisions and military 
stores. The colony consisted of twelve hundred men, three 
hundred of them being young men of the best Scottish fami­
lies. Among them \\ere also sixty ofHcers who had been 
thrown out of employment by the peace which ha.d just been 
concluded, and who carried along with them the troops they 
had commanded; all of whom were men who had been raised 
on their own estates, or on those of their relations. Many 
Holdiers and sailors, whose services had been refused-fur. 
many more than could be employed had offered themselves 
-were found hid in the ships, and, when ordered ashore, 
clung to the ropes, imploring to be allowed to go with thei. 
countrymen without fte or reward. The whole sailed amidst 
the praises and pray!'r!', and the tears of relations, friends, and 
countrymen; and "neighbouring nations," says Dalrymple, 
"saw, with a mixture of surprise and respect, the poorest na­
tion of Europe sending forth the most gallant colony which had 
ever gone from the old to the new world. The parliament of 
Seutiand met in the same week that the expedition for Darien 
sailed, and on the 5th of August they pre.-ented a unanimous 
address to the king, requesting that he would be pleased 
to support the company. The Lord President, Sir Hugh 
Dalrymple, and Sir James Stuart, Lord Advocate, also drew 
out memorials to the king in behalf of the company, in which 
they proved their rights to be irrefragable, on the principles 
both of constitutional and public law. All this, however, did 
not prevent orders being sent out by the English ministry to 
all the English governors in America and the West Indies, 
to withhold all supplies from the Scottish colony at Darien, 
and to have no manner of communication with it either in one 
shape or another. Meanwhile the colony proceeded on its 
voyage without anything remarkable occurring, and, on the 3d 
of ~ovember, landed between Porto bello and Carthagena, at 
a place called Acta, where there was an excellent harbour, 
about four miles from Golden Island. Having obtained the 
sanction of the natives to settle among them, they proceeded 
to cut through a peninsula, by which they obtained, what they 
conceived to be, a favourable site for a city, and they accord­
ingly be ... ]'n to build one under the name of New Edinburgh. 
'rhey also constructed a fort in a commanding situation, for 
the protection of the town and tho harbour, which they 
named St Andrew; and on the country itself they imposed 
the name of Caledonia. The first care of the council, which 
had been appointed by the company, and of which Mr Pater­
son was olle of the chief, was to establish a friendly correspon­
dence with the native chiefs, which they found no difficulty in 
doing. To the Spanish authorities of Carthagena and Pana-
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rna they also sent friendly deputati~ns, stating ~heir des!re to 
live with them upon terms of amIty and reClpr~ca:l mter­
course. On the 2Sth of December 1698, the counCIl Issued a 
proclamation, dated at New Edinburgh, to the following 
effect :-" 'Ve do hereby publish and declare, that all man­
ner of persons, of what nation or people so~ver, are, and shall, 
from henceforward, be equally free, and alike capable of the 
saill properties, privileges, protections, immunities, and rights 
of governnwnt, granted unto us; and the merchants and 
'merchant-ships of all nations may freely come to and 
trade with ours, without being liable, in their perllons or 
goods, to any manner of capture, confiscation, seizure, for­
feiture, attachment, arrest, restraint, or prohibition for or by 
reason of any embargo, breach of the peace, letters of marque, 
or reprisals, declarations of war with any foreign prince, 
potentate, or state, 01' upon any other account or pretence 
whatsoever. And we do herel)), not only grant, concede, and 
declare, a general and equal freedom of government and 
trade to those of all nations who shall hereafter be of or con­
cerned with us, but also a full and free liberty of conscience 
in matters of religion, so as the same be not understood to 
allow, connive at, or indulge, the blaspheming of God's holy 
name, or any of his attributes, or of the unhallowing or pro­
faning the Sabbath day; and, finally, as the best and surest 
means to render any government successful, durable, and 
happy, it shall, by the help of Almighty God, be ever our 
constant and chiefest care, that all our further constitu­
tions, laws, and ordinances, be consonant and agreeable 
to the Holy Scriptures, right reason, and the examples 
of the wisest and justest nations; that from the right­
eousness thereof we may reasonably hope for and expect 
the blessings of prosperity and increase." So far all was 
well, but the want of a leading spirit, of one who could 
overawe the refractory, and of summary laws for their punish­
ment, soon began to be felt. M l' Paterson was too modest a 
man himself to assume such a position, and the event shewed 
th'lt he had trusted too much to the constancy and good 
sense of others. After all his expense of time and trouble of 
contrivance, he seems to have reserved nothing for himself 
ab~ve the meanest coun?ilIor upon his list. In the original 
artICles of the company, It had been agreed that he should be 
allowed two per cent. on. the stock, and three per cent. on 
the profi~s, but he bad ,e:lVen up both these claims long be­
fore leaymg Scotland. .• It was not suspicion of the justice 
or gratItude of the company, nor a consciousness that his 
services could .eve.r ,become usel~ss to ~hem, but the ingrati­
tude of some mdlvlduais, expe1'lenced III hfe, which made it a 
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mat.ter of common prudence in him to ask a retribution for 
six years of his time, and ton thousand pounds spent in pro­
moting the establishment of the company." '- But now," he 
continues, "that I see it standing upon the authority of par­
liament, and Impported by so many great and good men, I 
release all claim to that retribution, happy in the noble con­
cession made to me, but happier in the return which I now 
make for it." \Vith the same simplicity and generosity of 
character which led him to relinquish the pecuniary advan­
tages he had secured for himself, he relinquished all claim to 
any superiority in the direction of the colony, which was en­
trusted to men evidently but of ordinary capacity, and under 
regulations which supposed the persons composing it to be 
men of better tempers and greater self-command than they 
really were. The whole management was vested in a council 
of seven, under regulations, the fifth of which ran thus:­
" That, after their landing and settlement as aforesaid, they, 
the council, shall class and divide the whole freemen inhabit­
ants of the said colony into districts, each district to contain 
at least fifty, and not exceeding sixty freeman inhabitants, 
who shall elect yearly anyone freeman inhabitant whom they 
shall think fit to repres~nt them in a parliament, or council 
general, of the said colony, which parliament shall be called 
or adjourned by the said council, as they see cause; and, be­
ing 80 constituted, may, with consent of the said council, 
make and enact such rules, ordinances, and constitutions, and 
impose such taxes as they think fit and needful for the good 
of the establishment, improvement, and support of the said 
colony; providing always, that they lay no further duties or 
impositions of trade than what is after-stated." This parlia­
ment was accordingly called, and held at least two sessions. 
During the first session, in the month of April J 699, it 
enacted thirty-four statutes for the regulation of civil and cri­
minal justice in the colony. This is a curious document, and 
in several items bears strong marks of the liberal spirit and 
philosophic mind of Paterson. It discovers a marked regard 
to personal liberty, and great jealousy of its infraction. Vio­
lations of women is declared a crime to be punished with 
death, though the women should belong to an enemy; and to 
plunder Indians is rated as common theft. No man was to be 
confined more than three months before being brought to 
trial; and in all criminal cases no judgment was to pass with· 
out the consent and concurrence of a jury of fifteen persons. 
No freeman could be subjected to any restraint for debt un· 
less there should be fraud, or the design thereof, or wilful or 
apparent breach of trust, misapplication, or concealment, first 
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proved upon him. One of the coun,ci11ors, writi~g at thIs .time 
to the directors at home, 8nys-" " e found the mconvemance 
of calling a parliament, and of telling the inhabitants. that 
they were freemen so soon. They had not the true notIOn of 
liberty. The thoughts of it made them insolent, and ruined 
command. You know that it's expressly in the 'Encourage­
ment,' that they are to serve for three years. and at the 
three years' end to have a division of land." It was the opi­
nion of this director that no parliament should have been 
called till at least the three years' of' servitude had expired. 
Even then, from the character of the settlers, who had not 
been selected with that care which an experiment of such vast 
consequences demanded, there might have existed causes for 
delaying the escape. Among the better class there were too 
many young men of birth. These were inexperienced, and 
wholly unfit for exercising authority, and equally ill adapted 
for submitting to it. Among the lower class were many who 
had been opposed to the revolution, and who had resorted to 
the colony purely from dissatisfaction with the government at 
home. These, instead of subnl1tting with patience to the pri­
vations and labour necessary in that !!tate of society in which 
they were now placed, "ould gladly have laid aside the mat­
tock and axe, and have employed themselves in plundering in­
cursions upon the Indians or the Spaniards. The subscribers 
to the scheme were so numerous, that the idle, the unprin­
cipled, and profligate, had found but too little difficulty in at­
taching themselves to the inftl:lt colony. Those who were 
nominated to the council, too, had been selected without judg­
ment; and it was not till after & violent struggle that Pater­
son could prevail on his colleagues to e:~ercise their authority. 
"There was not," he writes in a letter to Mr Shield!", "one 
of the old council fitted for government, and things were gone 
too far before the new took place." 

Mr Paterson, when he fir~t established his colon v, had 
taken the precaution to land his people at the begin~ing of 
w~nter, the bes.t season for Europeans first encountering the 
cit mate of DarIen, and the first letter from the council to the 
directors, thus expresses the satisfaction of the colonists with 
their new destination :-" As to the country, we find it verv 
healthful; for, though we arrived here in the rainy seasoll' 
from which we had little or no shelter for several week~ 
together, and many sick among us, yet we are so far recovered, 
and in as good a state of health as could hardly anywhere be 
expected among such a number of men together. In fruitful­
ness this country seems not to give place to any in the world, 
for we have seen several of the fruits, as cocoa-nuts, barillas, 
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sugar canes, maize, oranges, &c. &c., all of them in their 
kinds, the best anywhere to be found. Nay, there is hardly 
a foot of ground but may be cultivated, for even upon the 
very tops and sides of the hills there is commonly three or 
four feet deep of rich earth, without so much as a stone to be 
found therein. Here is good hunting and fowling, and excel­
lent fishing in the bays and creeks of the coast; so that, could 
we improve the season of the year just now begun, we should 
soon be able to subsist of ourselves; but the building and forti­
fying will lose us a whole year's planting." This was, however, 
no more than all of them must have foreseen; and thev never 
doubted of obtaining more provisions than they could want 
from the West India Islands, or from the American colonies. 
Orders, however, as has already been noticed, were sent out 
after them to all the English governors, prohibiting all 
communication with them. These proclamations were rigirlly 
adhered to, and the unfortunate Scottish colonists were denied 
those supplies which had seldom been withheld from lawless 
smugglers, buccaneers, and pirates. In addItion to this, 
which was the principal source of all their misfortunes, those 
who superintended the equipment of the expedition had, 
through carelessness or design, furnished them with provisions 
part of which were uneatable, the consequence of which wus, 
that the colony had to be put on short allowance, whell the 
sickly season was thinning their nllmbers, and bringing addi­
tional duty on those who were in health. In this emergency, 
their Indian friends exerted themselves on their behalf, nut­
tin,!!" to shame their Christian brethren, who, from a n;ean 
jeajou~y, were attempting to starve them; and they wight 
still have done better, had not insubordination broken out 
among themselves and a conspiracy been formed, in which 
some of the council were implicated, to seize one of the vessels, 
ani to make their escape from the colony. After matters had 
come this length, Paterson succeeded in assuming new coun· 
cillors, a measure which had the effect of checkillg the turbu­
lence of the discontented. The new council alRo~ dispatched 
one of their own number to Britain, with an address to the 
king, and a pressing request to send them out supplies of pro­
visions, ammunition, and men. On receiving this dispatch, 
the directors lost no time in sending out the requisite supplies. 
They had already sent dispatches and provisions by a brig, 
which sailed from the Clyde in the end of February 1699, 
but which unhappily never reached her destination. On the 
arrival in Britain of another of their number, .M r Hamilton, 
who was accountant-general to the colon v, and whose absence 
was highly detrime~tal to its interest's, the Olive Brancll, 
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Captain Jamieson, and another vessel, with thre~ .hundred 
recruits and stores of provisions, arms, and ammumtlOn, were 
dispatched from Leith Ro~ds on the 1.2th of !rlay 1699. 
Matters in the colony were In the meantime gettmg worse; 
and on the 22d of June they came to the resolution of aban­
doning the place witl~in eight months of the t!me the:r had 
taken possession of It. The unfortunate projector himself 
was at the time on board the Uj~ion, whither he had been 
conveyed some days before in a fever, brought on by anxiety 
and grief for the weakness of his colleagues and the frustra­
tion of those hopes which he had so sanguinely cherished, and 
which he had found so nearly realized. The depression of his 
spirits continued long after the fever had left him; and while 
he was at BORton, in the month of September following, one 
of his friends writes concerning him :-" Grief has broke Mr 
Paterson's heart and turned his brain, and now he's a child; 
they may do what they like for him." He, however, recovered 
the full powers of his mind at New York. whence he re­
turned to Scotland, to make his report to the company, and 
to give them his best advice regarding the further prosecu­
tion of their undertaking. Two of their captains, Samuel 
Veitch and Thomas Drummond, remained at New York, to 
be ready to join the colony. Should it be again revived, the 
OliDe Branclt, the vessel alluded to as having gone out to the 
colony with recruits and provisions, was followed by a fleet of 
four ships, the Risin.f1 Sun, Hope, Duke Hamilton. and Hope 
of BorrolVstownness, with thirteen hundred men. These ships 
all sailed from the Isle of Bute, on the 24th of September 
1699, and reached Caledonia Bav on the 30th of November 
following. With this fleet went out vVilliam Yeitch, sen of 
the Rev. \Villiam Yeitch of Dumfries, and brother to Samuel 
already mentioned. This person went out in the double capa­
city of a c:lpt~in and a councillor. Individuals were also 
sent out by various conveyances, with bills of credit. for the 
use of the colony. Everything now, however, wcnt aO"ainst 
them. The Oli1'e Branch and her consort havinO" arri~ed in 
the harbour of New Edinburgh, the recruits determined to 
land and repossess themselves of the place, the huts of which 
th~y found burnt down and totally deserted; one of their 
ships, however, took fire and was burnt in the harbour on 
which the others set sail for Jamaica. When the fleet which 
followe~ arrived in November, and, instead of a colony ready 
to receIVe them, found the huts burned down, the fort dis­
m.antled, and the ground .which had been cleared overgrown 
With shrubs and weeds, With all thc.l tools and implements of 
husbn.ndry taken away, they were at a loss what to do. A 
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general cry was raised in the ships to be conducted home, 
which was encouraged by Mr James Byres, one of the new 
councillors, who seems to have been himself deeply impressed 
with that dejection of spirit which, as a councillor, it was his 
duty to suppress. Veitch, however, assisted by Captain 
Thomas Drummond, who had come out in the Olive Branch, 
and had taken up his residence among the natives till the fleet 
which he expected should arrive, succeeded in persuading the 
men to land. As the Spaniards had already shewn their 
hostility, and having been defeated by a detachment of the 
colonists in the preceding February, they were preparing for 
another attack, encouraged, no doubt, by the treatment which 
the colony had met with from the English government; 
Drummond proposed an immediate attack on Portobello, 
which they could easily have reduced, and where they might 
have been supplied with such things as they were most in 
want of. In this he was cordially seconded by Veitch, but 
was prevented by the timidity of his colleagues and the 
intrigues of Byres, who at length succeeded in ejecting him 
from the council. Two ministers, Messrs James and Scott, 
went out with the first expedition, but the one died on the 
passage, and the other shortly after landing in New Cale­
donia. The council having written home to the directors, 
regretting the death of their ministers, and begging that 
others might be sent to supply their place, the commission of 
the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, at the parti­
cular desire of the board of directors, sent out the Reverend 
Messrs Alexander Shields, (the well-known author of the 
" Hind let Loose," " Life of Renwick," &c.) Borland, Stabo, 
and Dagliesh. These persons sailed in the last fleet. They 
were instructed, on their arrival, with the advice and concur­
rence of the government, to set apart a day for solemn thanks­
giving, to form themselves into presbytery, to ordain elders 
and deacons, and to divide the colony into parishes, that thus 
each minister might have a particular charge. After which it 
was recommended to them, "so soon as they should find the 
colony in case for it, to assemble the whole Christian inhabit­
ants, and keep a day together for solemn prayer and fasting, 
and with the' greatest solemnity and seriousness to avouch 
the Lord to be their God, and dedicate themselves and the 
land to the Lord." The church of Scotland took so deep an 
interest in the colony of Darien, that the commission sent a 
particular admonition by the ministers, of which the following 
may bo taken as a specimen :-" \Ve shall, in the next place, 
particularly address ourselves to you that are in milit.ary 
charge and have command over the soldiery, whether by land 
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or sea. It is on you, honoured and worthy gentlemen, that a 
great share of the burden of the public safety lies. ~" ~u j~re, 
in some respects both the h1\nds and the eyes of thIs m,ant 
colony. Many ~f you have lately been .engaged in a just and 
glorious war, for retrieving and defendmg the Protestant re­
ligion, the liberties and rights of your country, under the con­
duct of a matchless prince. And now, when, through the 
blessing of the Lord of hosts, his and your arms have p~o­
cured an honourable peace at home, you, and o~hers WIth 
you, have, with much bravery, embarked yourselves m a great, 

. generous, and just undertaking, in the remote parts of ~he 
earth, for advan<;ing the honour and interest of your natl~e 
country. If in this you acquit yourselves like men and Ch1'ls­
tians, your fame will be renowned both abroad and at home." 
The ministers found the colony in circumstances very different 
from what the address of the commission naturally supposed; 
and it was but few of their instructions they were able to carry 
into effect. Two of them, however, preached un the land, and 
one on board the Rising &un, every Sabbath day. Bd, in addi­
tion to the unfavourable aspect of their affairs, the irreligion 
and licentiousness of the colonists, oppressed their spirits and 
paralyzed their efforts. With a view of forming an acquaint­
ance with the natives, they undertook a journey into the inte­
rior, accompanied by a Lieutenant Turnbull, who had some 
f'li/!ht knowledge of the Indian language. They spent several 
nights in the cabins of the natives, by whom they were re­
ceived with great ],indneRs ; and on their return brought back 
to the colonists the first notice of the approach of the 
Spaniards. When apprised of all the circumstances, the 
directors felt highly indignant at the conduct of those who, 
upon such slight grounds, had left the settlement desolate, 
and whose glory, they said, it ought to have been to have 
perished thel'e, rather than to have abandoned it so shame­
fully. In their letters to their new councillors and officers 
they implored them to keep the example of their predecessor~ 
before their eyes as a beacon, and to avoid those ruinous dis­
sensions and shameful vices on which they had wrecked so 
hopeful an enterprise. "It is a lasting disgrace," they add, 
".t? the memories of those officers who went in the first expe­
dItIOn, that even the meanest planters were scandalized at the 
licentiousness ?f. their lives, many of them living very intem­
per.ately and vlclOusl~ for m~ny months at the public charge, 
wh.llst th~ sober and mdustrlous among them were vigilant in 
dOlllg theIr duty. Nor can we, upon seriOllS reflection wonder 
if an enterprise of this nature has misgiven in - the hands of 
such as, we have too much reason to believe, neither feared 
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God nor regarded man." They have alsu blamed the old 
council heavily for deserting the place, without ever calling a 
parliament or general meeting of the colony, or in any way 
consulting their inclinations, but commanding them to a blind 
and implicit obedience, which is more than they ever can be 
answerable for, "wherefore," they continue, " we desire you 
would constitute a parliament, whose advice you are to take 
in all important matters. And in the mean time you are to 
acquaint the officers and planters with the constitutions, and 
the few additional ones sent with Mr Mackay, that all and 
every person in the colony may know their duty, advantages, 
and ·privileges." Alarmed by the accounts which they soon 
after received from Darien, the council-general of the com­
pany dispatched a proclamation, declaring "that it shall be 
lawful to any person of whatever degree inhabiting the colony, 
not only to protest against, but to disobey, and oppose any 
resolution to desert the colony;" and" that it shall be death, 
either publicly or privately, to move, deliberate, or reason upon 
any such desertion or surrender, without special order from 
the c0uncil-general for that effect. And they order and 
require the council of Caledonia to proclaim this solemnly, as 
they shaH be answerable." Before this act was passed in 
Edinburgh, however, New Caledonia was once more evacuated. 
The men had set busily to the rebuilding the huts and repair­
ing the fort; but strenuous efforts were still made in the 
council to discourage them, by those who wished to evacuate 
the settlement. Veitch was with difficulty allowed to protest 
against some of their resolutions; and for opposing them 
with warmth, Captain DrunmloLd was laid under arrest. 
Speaking of Drummond, M r Shields says, " Under God, it is 
owing to him and the prudence of Captain Veitch that we 
have stayed here so long, which was no small difficulty to 
accomplish." And again, "If we had not met with Drum­
mond at our arrival, we had never settled in this place. 
Byres and Lindsay being averse from it, and designing to 
discourage it from the very first; Gibson being indifferent, if 
he got his pipe and dram; only Veitch remained resolved to 
promote it, who was all along Drummond's fricn<.l, and con­
curred with his proposal to send men against the Spaniards 
at first, and took the patronizing as long as he could conve­
niently, but with such caution and prudence as to avoid and 
prevent animosity and faction, which he saw were unayoid­
able, threatening the speedier dii'soiution of this interest, if he 
should insist on the prosecution of that plea, and in opposition 
to that spate that was running against Drummond. But now 
Finab coming, who was Dmmmond's comrade and fellow-

TOL. I 8 
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officer in Lorne's reO"iment in Flanders, he it< set at liberty." 
This was Colonel CaI~lpbell of Fina?, .who, w~th three hundred 
of his own men had come out and ]omed thIS last party about 
two months an~'r their arrival. The Spani"h troops mean­
time, from Panama and Santa I\Iaria, conducted through the 
w()nd,~ liy negroes, were approaching them, ~hey had advanced 
to the number of sixtcpn hundred men, as far as Tubusantee, 
in the immediate neighbourhood of the colony, when Finab 
marched agoainst them with two huncired men, and defeated 
them in a 'slight skirmish, in which he was wou.nded. ~he 
victory, which at one time would have been of sIgnal ser~Ice 
to the colony, was now unavailing; a fleet of eleven ShIpS, 
under the commane! of the governor of Carthagena, Don 
Juan Pinienta, havinO" blockee! up the harbour, and landed 
a nn111\",1" of troops, ~vho, advancing- along with the party 
which had foun(l theil' way through the woods, invested the 
fort. Cut off from wa~er, reduced~by sickness, and otherwise 
dispiritL·d, the garrison was loud in its demands for a capitu­
lation, and the council hall no other alternative but to comply 
with it. Finab being laid up at the time with a fever, Yeitch 
conducte(l the tl"('at\", and was allowed honouralile terms. 
The inhabitants of "the colony having gone on ship-board, 
with all that belonge(l to them, they weighed anchor 011 the 
II th of "\ pril 1700, and sailed for Jamaica, after having 
occupied New Caledonia somewhat more than four months. 
The HII/l(', on board of which was Captain Yeitch and the 
greater part of the property, was wrecked on the rocks of 
C"i<lnades, on the wcstern coast of Cuba. Yeitch, however, 
was dead before this accident happened. The Bioii/(f Sun 
was wreckc(l on the bar of Carolina, and the e:J.ptai·n and 
crew, with the exception of sixteen persons who had previously 
landed, were lost. Of the few survivors, 801l1e remained ill 
the English settlements, some diecl in Spanish prisons, and of 
the three thousand men that at different periods went out to 
the settlement, perhaps not above twenty e\·er gained their 
native land. 

In .thi~ melancholy manner terminated the only attempt at 
colol1lzatlOn ever made by Sl'othnd. That it was an attempt 
far liey?nd the means of the nation must be admitted. The 
conceptIOn, however, was splendid, the promise O"reat and 
every \\';~Y ",.orthy of the experiment, and but for the je~lousy 
of. the LlIg~ISh and the Dutch, more particularly the former, 
nught pOSSIbly have succeeded. The settlers, indeed, were 
not well 8el~cted; the principles attempted to be acted on 
were theoretic, and too refined for the elements upon which 
they were to operate; and, above all, the council were men of 



FREE TRADE AND THE LLAGUE. 119 

feeble minds, utterly unqualified to act in a situation of such 
di:iLmlty as that in which they came to be placed. Had the 
wants of the Scottish settlers been supplied by the English 
c(jlonies, which they could very well have been, even with 
advantagp to the colonies, the first and most fatal disunion 
ami abandonment of their station could not have happened; 
and had they been acknowledged by their sovereign, the 
attack made upon them by the Sp:1l1iards, which put an 
end to the colony, would never have been made. Time 
would h~LVe smoothed down the asperities among the 
settlers themselves, experience would have corrected their 
errors in lcu:islation, and New Caledonia, which remains 
to this day a 'wilderness, might have become the emporium of' 
half the W'lllltlCrCe of the world. 

1\11' Paterson, not di,~heartened by the failure of his Darien 
projeet, iwst< 'ad of repining, revived the scheme in a form that 
he supposed might be less startling, and which might induce 
England, whose hostility had hitherto thwarted all his mea­
sut'es, to become the principals in the undertaking, reserving 
only one-fifth part for Scotland. The controversy between the 
n::ttioll,~, hOI""'v0r, was now running too high, and the ill blood 
of hoth was too hot to admit of anything of the kind being 
listened to. 

1\11' Paterson, though he was pitied, and must h[tYe been 
respected, was almost entirely neglected, and died at an 
advanced age in poor circumstances. After the union, he 
claimed upon the equivalent money for the losses he had sus­
tained at Darien, and none of the proprietors certainly had a 
fairer claim, but he never received one farthing. Had Pater­
sun's scheme succeeded, and it was no fault of his that it did 
not, his name had unquestionably been enrolled among the 
most illustrious benefactors uf his sllccit',~; and if we examine 
his character in the light of true philosophy, we shall find it 
greatly heightened by his failure. Though defraude(l of the 
honour due to him in the formation of the Rank of Englalld, 
11.1 persons, us has been well said, "as inferior to him in gcnius 
as they were in generosity," we 11('"cr hear from him a single 
murmur. ,rhen disappointed 01' defeated, he did not give 
way to despair, but set himself coolly alld calmly to another 
and a still greater undertakill!f, for which he had no gual'antc'e 
fur the gratitude of mankind more than 1'1)1' the former. 'Y!lcn 
this too failed, through the injustice of those who o~ight to 
have been his protectors, and the imbecility of those whom he 
ought to have ~omm:l11ded, he ne\'er seems for a moment to 
have thought of allating his mortificatioJls, or ,,f vindicating 
his fume by recrimiJlation, thOll:;h he lIli:;ht, "ith the utmost 
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truth and justice, have recriminat.ed upon everyone with whom 
he had been connected. So far from this, however, he only 
Bouaht to improve his plan, and enable them to correct their 
err~rs; and even when this, the last and bitterest insult that 
can be offered to an ingenious mind, was neglected, he modestly 
retired to the vale of private life, and seems to have closed his 
d<1ys almost, ifnot altogether, without a murmur at the ingrati­
tude of mankind. There is one part of his character which, 
in a man of so much genius, ought not to pass unnoticed . 
•. He was a man void of passion; and he was one of the very 
few of his countrymen who never drank wine."- (Lives of Emi­
nent Scotsmen.) 

SECT. XLIII.-JOHN LOCKE ON LABOUR AND PROPERTY. 

This philosophic writer, who thought deeply on all subject~, 
and threw light upon the deepest and darkest, turned ~Ia 
mind to the contemplation of civil government and the com­
ing of money, as well as the human understanding. He lived 
contemporary with Sir Dudley North; espouspd a different 
side in politics, and had patrons who were the virulent enemies 
of the North family. His essays on the philosophy of trade 
were extolled, North's were decried and destroyed. Locke 
received a pension of L.1 000 per annum for what he wrote on 
trade and politics; North received contumely and nothing 
more. Yet North's writings, speeches in parliament, and 
opinions, could not be unknown to Locke, who followed them 
both in respect of time and manner of treatment. 

John Locke was born in the year 1632, at Wrington, in 
the county of' Somerset. He was one of two sons. His 
father had been a parliamentary captain in the wars of 
Crom well. John was educated at Westminster and Oxford, 
and went to Germany as secretary to Sir "Y alter Vane, am­
bassador at Brandenburg. He declined public emplovment 
in Spain, and again in Germany, after his first engag~ment 
there; and also church preferment. Mental activitv, physi­
cal inaction, many friellds, and few wants, seem· to have 
formed his personal and social characteristics. He associated 
with L.ord Ashley, afterwards Earl of Shaftesbury, and all 
the emment men of Oxford, where he lived easy for a number 
of years: His rl,iffi.culty. in contending with them in argument 
led to hIS commIttmg hIS metaphysical thoughts to paper to 
be read ~o them; and these, it is said, formed the original 
manuscnpt of the" Ellsay on Human Understanding." 

On Shaftcsbury falling into discredit with the court of 
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Charles II., and going into exile, 1\1r Locke followerl him; 
for so doing he was deprived of his fellowship at (, ford. 
"Then, in consequence of the insurrection raised by the Duke 
of Monmouth, at the death of Charles II., the English govern­
ment demanded the apprehension of several English fugitives 
residing in Holland, Lorke's name appeared in the list, and 
he went into hiding during several months. 

The successful revolution of 1688, which placed William 
Prince of Orange on the throne of England, opened more 
favours of employment, rank, and income, to 1\11' Locke than 
he could take advantage of. His health was failing; and, in 
reply to some of these offers of favours, he said, "As it would 
be unpardonable to betray the king's business by undertak­
ing what I should be unable to go through, so it would 
be the greatest madness to put myself out of the reach 
of my friends during thfl small time I am to linger in this 
world, only to die a little more rich or a little more ad­
vanced." He died on the 28th of October 1704, aged 72. 
He wrote thus, on-

"Labo~~/" and Property-This is certain, that in the 
beginning, before the desire of having more than man 
Meded had altered the intrinsic value of things, which 
depends only on their usefulness to the life of man; or 
had agreed that a little piece of yellow metal, which would 
keep without wasting or decav, should be worth a great 
piece of flesh or a whole heap ~f corn; though men had a 
right to appropriate, by their labour, each one to himself, as 
much of the things of nature as he could use, yet this could 
not be much, nor to the prejudice of others, where the same 
plenty was stiIlleft to those who would use the same industry. 
To which, let me add, that he who appropriates land to him­
self by his labour, does not lessen, but increase, the common 
stock of mankind; for the provisions serving to the support 
of human life, produced by one acre of enclosed and cultivated 
land, are (to speak much within compass) ten times more 
than those which are yielded by an acre of land of an equal 
richness lying waste in common. And, therefore, he that en­
closes land, and has a greater plenty of the conveniences of 
life from ten acres than he could have from an hundred left to 
nature, may truly be Raid to give ninety acres to mankind; 
for his labour now supplies him with provisions out of ten 
acres, which were by the product of an hundred lying in 
common. I have here rated the improved land very II)"', 
in making its product but as ten to one, when it is much 
nearer an hundred to one; for, I ask, whether in the wild 
woods and uncultivated wastes of America, left to naturE.'. 
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without any improvement, tillage, or husbandry, a thousand 
acres yield the needy and wretched inhabitants as many con­
vellie~ces of lifo as ten acres, equally fertile land, do in Devon­
shirE'. where they are well cultivated. 

" Before the appropriation of' land, he who gathered as much 
of the wild fruit; killed, caught, or tamed, as many of the 
beasts as he coull I ; he that so employed his pains about any 
of the spontaneous products of nature, as any way to alter 
thelll from the state which nature put them in, by placing any 
of his labour on them, did thereby acquire a property in 
them; but if they pE'rished in his possession without their due 
n,el" if the fruits rotted, or the venison pntrefied, before he 
could spend it, he offended against the common law of nature, 
anll ",us liable to be punished-he invaded his neighbour's 
share, for he had no right farther than his use called for any of 
them, and they might serve to afford him cOllveniences of life. 

" The same n1f':l>'ures governed the possession of land too: 
whatsoever he tilled and !'I'aped, laid lII' and made use of, 
before it spoiled, that was his peculiar ri'.,!'ht; whatsoever he 
enclosed, and could feed, and make use of, the cattle and 
products, was also his; but, if either the ~Tass of his enclosure 
rotted on the ground, or the fruit of his planting perished 
without gathering and laying up, this part of the earth, not­
withstanding his enclosure, was still to be looked on as waste, 
and might be the possession of any other. 

,. j\\ or is it so strange as, perhaps, before consideration it may 
appear, that the property of labour should be able to over­
balance community of land; for it is labour indeed that puts 
the diff,,!'ence of value on everything; and let anyone con­
sid!'!r what the difference is between one acre of land planted 
with tobacco or sugar, sown with wheat or b:uley, and an 
acre of the same land lying in common, without any husbandry 
upon it, and he will find that the improvement of labour 
makes the far greater part of the value. I think it will be 
but a very modest computation to say that, of the products of 
the earth useful to the life of man, nine-tent/Is are the effects 
of labour; nay, if we will rightly consider things as they come 
to our use, and cast up the several expenses about them, what 
in them is purely owing to nature and what to labour, we 
shall find that, in the most of them, ninety-nine hundredths 
are wholly to be put on the account of labour. 

" There ?annot be a clearer demonstration of anything than 
several natIOns of the Americans are of this, who are rich in 
land. and pOOl: in all the comforts of life, wh?m natme having 
furmshed as hberally as any other people \\'lth the materials 
of plenty, i. e., a fruitful soit. apt to produce an abundance of 
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what might serve for food, raimvnt, and delight; yet, for 
want of improving it by labour, have not one hundredth part 
of the conveniences we enjoy; and a king of a larf!e and 
fruitful territory there feeds, lodges, 'lud is clad worse than 
a day-labourer in England. 

" To make this a little clear, let us but trace some of the 
ordinary provisions of life through their se,"eral progresses, 
before they come to our use, and see how much of their value 
they receive from human industry. Bread, wine, and cloth, 
are things of daily use alld gn·at plenty; yet, notwithstand­
ing, acorns, water, and leaves, or skins, mu.<t be our bread, 
drink, and clothing, did not labour furnish us with these more 
useful commodities; for, whatever bread is more worth than 
acorns, wine than water, and cloth or silk than leaves, or 
skins, or moss, that is wholly owing to labour and industry; the 
one of these being the food and raiment which unassisted na­
ture furnishes us with, the other, provisions which our industry 
and pains prepare for us, which, how much they exceed the 
other in value, when anyone hath computed, he will then 
see how much labour makes the far greatest part of the 
value of things we enjoy in this world; and the ground which 
produces the materials is scarce to be reckoned on, as any, or 
at most but a very small part of it; so little, that enm 
amongst us, land that is wholly left to nature, that hath no 
improvement of pasturage, tillage, or planting, is called, as 
indeed it is, 'waste; and we shall find the benefit of it amount 
to little more than nothing. 

" An acre of land that bears here twenty bushels of wheat, 
and another in America which, with the same husbandry, 
would do the like, are, without doubt, of the same natural in­
trinsic value, (utility;) but yet the benefit mankind receives 
from the one in a year is worth L.5, and from the other, 
possibly, not worth' one penny, if all the profit an Indian re­
ceived from it were to be valued and sold here; at least, I 
may truly say, not IU~O" 'Tis labour then which puts the greatest 
part of the value upon land, witllOut wMch it would scarcely 
be wortl~ anytMnp. 'Tis to that we owe the greatest part of 
all its useful products; for all that the straw, bran, bread, of 
that acre of wheat is more worth than the product of an acre 
of as good land which lies waf'te, is all the effect of labour. 
For, 'tis not merely the ploughman's pains, the reaper's and 
thrasher's toil, and the baker's sweat, is to be counted into 
the bread we eat: the labour of those who broke the oxen, 
who digged and wrought the il'on and stones, who felled and 
framed the timber employed about the plough, mill, oven, or 
any othel' utensils, which are a vast number, r8quisite to this 
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corn from its being seed to be sown to its being made bread, 
must all be charged on the account of labour, and received as 
an effect of that; nature and the earth furnished only the al­
most worthless materials as in themselves. 'Twould be a 
strange catalogue of things that industr,Y provided and mad.e 
use of about every loaf of bread before It came to our use, If 
we could trace them. Iron, wood, leather, bark, timber, 
stone, bricks, coals, lime, cloth, dyeing, drugs, pitch, tar, 
masts, ropes, and all the materials made use of in the ship 
that brouO"ht away the commodities used by any of the work­
men to a;y part of the work, all which 'twould be almost im­
possible, at least too long, to reckon up. 

"From all which it is evident that, though the things of 
nature are given in common, yet man, by being master of him­
self, and 'proprietor of his own person, and the actions or 
labour of it, had still in himself the great foundation of pro­
perty ;' and that which made up the greater part of what he 
applied to the support or comfort of his being, when invention 
and arts had improved the conveniences of life, was perfectly 
his own, and did not belong in common to others. '£hus la­
bour, in the beginning, gave a right of property." 

BECT. XLIV.-DANIEL DEFOE AND THE PROGRESS OF TRADE. 

It was a prevalent opinion of politicians in Defoe's time 
that the nation was decaying, and that trade did not pro­
gressively improve, but retrograde. Others, who did not go 
quite so far as to assert that Britain was retrograding, main­
tained that all trade was a loss of time, human strength, and 
of' national resources. The best of Defoe's commercial works 
wel'e directed against these errors. We select a few pas­
sages:-

" Land and Tracle.-It is evident where the difference lies. 
An estate's a pond, but trade's a spring: the first, if it keeps 
full, and the water wholesome, by the ordinary supplies and 
drains from the neighbouring grounds, it is well, and it is all 
that is expected; but the other is an inexhausted current, 
which not only fills the pond and I,eeps it full, but is continu­
ally running over, and fills all the lower ponds and places 
about it. 

" Wealtlt of tke Nation.-As to the wealth of the nation 
that undoubtedly lies chiefly among the tradin~ part of th~ 
I)~op.le; and thoug? there are a great many families raised 
wlthm a few. years, m the late war, by great employments, and 
by great actIOns abroad, to the honour of the English gentry 
yet how many more families among the tradesmen have bee~ 
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ra.ised to immense estates, even during the sarno time, by 
th'? attending circumstances of the war, such as the clothing, 
the paying, the victualling, and furnishing, &c., both army and 
navy! And by whom have the prodigious taxes been paid, 
the loans supplied, and money advanced upon all occasions? 
By whom are the banks and companies carried on ?-and on 
whom are the customs and excises levied? Have not the 
trad.'s and tradesmen borne the burden of the war ?-and do 
they not still pay L.4,OOO,OOO a-year interest for the public 
debts? On whom are the funds levied, and by whom the 
public credit supported? Is not trade the inexhausted fund 
of all funds, and upon which all the rest depend? 

.. fVar has not Enriched tlte Nation.- 'Var has not done it; 
no, nor so much as helped or assisted to it; it is not by any 
martial exploits; we have made no conquests abroad, added 
no new kingdoms to the British empire, reduced no neigh­
bouring nations, or extended the possession of our monarchs 
into the proptrties of others; we have gained nothing by war 
and encroachment; we are butted and bounded just where 
we were in Queen Elizabeth's time; the Dutch, the Fleming!1, 
the French, are in view of us just as they were then. '" e 
have subjected no new provinces or people to our government; 
and, with few or no exceptions, we are almost, for dl)minion, 
where King Edward I. left us; nay, we have lost all the 
dominions which our ancient kings for some hundreds of years 
held in Fmnce-such as the rich and powerful provinces of 
Normandy, Poictou, Gascoigne, Bretagne, and Acquitaine; 
and instead of being enriched by war and victory, on the con­
trary, we have been torn in pieces by civil wars and rebel­
lions, as well in Ireland as in England, and that several 
times, to the ruin of our richest families and the slaughter of 
our nobility and gentry, nay, to the destruction even of 
monarchy itself, and this many years at a time, as in the long 
bloody wars between the houses of Lancaster and York, the 
many rebellions of the Irish, as well in Queen Elizabeth's 
time as in King Charles I.'s time, and the fatal massacre and 
almost extirpation of the English name in that kingdom; and, 
at last, the late rebellion in England, in which the monarch 
fell a sacrifice to the fury of the people, and monarchy itself 
gave way to tyranny and usurpation for almost twenty years . 

.. These t.hings prove abundantly that the rising greatness of 
the British nation is not owing to war and conquests, to en­
larging its dominion by the sword, or subjecting the people of 
other countries to our power, but it is all owing to trade, to 
the increase of our commerce at home, and the extending it 
abroad. 
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" It is owinO' to trade that new discoveries have been made 
in lands unkngwn, and new settlements and plantations made, 
new colonies placed, and new governments formed in the unin­
habited islands and the uncultivated continent of America; 
and those plantings and settlements have again enlarged and 
increased the trade, and thereby the wealth and power of the 
nation by whom they were discovered and planted. We have 
not increased our power, or the number of our subjects, by 
subduing the nations which possessed those countries, and 
incorporating them into our own, but have entirely planted 
our colonies, and peopled the countries with our own subjects, 
natives of this island. 

" As trade has thus extended our colonieI' abroad, so it has, 
except those colonies, kept our people at home, where they 
are multiplied to that prodigious degree, and do still continue 
to multiply in such a manner, that if it goes on so, the time may 
come that all the lands in England will do little more than 
serve for gardens for them, and to feed their cows; and 
their corn and their cattle be supplied from Scotland and 
Ireland. 

" Trade is Self-prorlI1ctil,e.-Again, all our manufacturers 
are so useful to, and depend on one another so much in trade, 
that the sale of one necessarily causes the demand of the 
other in all parts. For example, suppose the poorest country­
man wants to be clothed, or supposo it be a gentleman wants 
to clotho one of his servants, whether a footman in a livery, 
?r suppose it be any servant in ordinary apparel, yet he shall 
111 some part employ almost everyone of the manufacturing 
counties of England for making up one ordinary suit of clothes. 
For example :-

" If his coat be of woollen cloth, he has that from Yorkshire; 
the lining is shalloon from Berkshire; the waistcoat is of cal­
lamanco from Norwich; the breeches of a strong drugget from 
Devizes, Wiltshire; the stockings being of yarn from 'Vest­
moreland; the hat is a felt from Leicester; the gloves of 
leather from Somersetshire; the shoes from Northampton; 
the buttons from Macclesfield in Cheshire, or, if they are of 
metal, they come from Birmingham or "r arwickshire; his 
garters from Manchester; his shirt of home-made linen of 
LlLncashire or Scotland. 

I
" If it be.thus of every poor man's clothing, or of a servant, 

w lat .mus~ It be .of the master and of the rest of the family? 
And 111 thIS particular the case is the same let the family live 
where they will, so that all these manufacturers must bo 
found in all the remotest towns and counties in England be 
it where you will. ' 



FREE TRADE AND 'CHI!: LEAGtTE • 127 

.. Again, take the furnishing of our houses, it is the same in 
proportion, and according to the figure and quality of the 
person. SuppoRe, then, it be a middling t.radesman that is 
going to live in some market-town, and to open his shop there; 
~uppose him not to deal in the manufacture, but in groceries, 
: nd such sort of wares as the country grocers sell. 

" This man, however, nl\l~t cloth!' himself and his wife, and 
rru8t furnish his hOl1;,e; let us see, then, to how many coun­
ties and towns, among- our manufacturers, must he send for 
his nep,dful supply. Nor is the quantity concerned in it; let 
him furnish himself as frugally as he pleases, yet he must have 
something of eve~y necessary thing; and we will suppose for 
the present purpose the man lived in Sussex, where very few, 
if any, manufactures are carried on; suppose he lived at 
Horsham, which is a market-town in or near the middle of 
the county. 

" For his clothing of himself-for we must allow him to have 
a new suit of c]()the~ when he begins the world-take them to 
be just as above; fOI" as to the quality or quantity, it is much 
the same; only, that instead of buying the cloth from Y ork­
shire, perhaps he has it a little finer than the poor man above, 
and so his comes out of \Viltshire, and his stockings are, it 
may be, of worsterl, not of yarn, and so they come from 
Nottingham, not \Vestmoreland; but this does not at all alter 
the case . 

• , Come we next to his wife; and she being a good honest 
townsman's daught'C'r, is not dressed over fine, yet she must 
have something decent, being newly married too, and especially 
as times go, when the burghers' wives of Horsham, or any 
other town, go as fine as they do in other places: allow her, 
then, to have a silk gown, with all the necessaries belonging 
to a middling tolerable appearance, yet you shall find all the 
nation more or less concerned in clothing this country grocel'',;1 
wife, and furnishing his house, and yet nothing at all extrava­
gant. For example :-

" Her gown, a plain mantua-silk, manufactured in Spitalfields ; 
her petticoat the same; her binding, a piece of chequered­
stuff, made at Bristol and Norwich; her under-petticoat, a 
piece of black callamanco, made at Norwich-quilted at home, 
ifshe be a good housewife, but the quilting of cotton from Man­
chester, or cotton-wool from abroad; her inner petticoats, 
flannel and swanskin, from Salisbury and Wales; her stockings 
from Tewl<sbury if ordinary. from Leicester if woven; her lace 
and edgings, from Stony Stratford the first, and Great 
Marlow the last; her muslin from foreign trade, as likewise 
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her linen, being something finer than the ma?'s, may pe)'~aps 
be a guilick-Holland; her wrapper, or mornmg-gown, a pIece 
of Irish linen, printed at Londun: he~ black hood,. a tllln 
English lustring; her gloves, lamb's-s~m, from ~erwlck and 
Northumberland, or Scotland; her rIbands, bemg but very 
few, from Coventry or London; her riding-hood, of English 
worsted-camblct, made at Norwich, 

"Come next to the furniture of the house. It is scarce 
credible to how many counties of England, and how remote, 
the furniture of but a mean house must send them, and how 
many pAople are everywhere employed about it; nay, and 
the meaner the furniture the more the people and place,., em­
ploved. For example :-

,~ The hangings, suppose them to be ordinary linsey-woolsc·y, 
are made at Kidderminster, dyed in the country, and painted 
or watered at London; the chairs, if of cane, are made at 
London; the ordinary matted chairs, perhaps in the place 
where they live; tables, chests of drawers, &c., made at 
London; as also looking-glass, bedding, &c.: the curtains, 
suppose of serge from Taunton and Exeter, or of camblets, 
from Norwich, or the same with the hangings, as above; the 
ticking comes from the west country, Somerset and Dorset­
shire; the feathers also from the same country; the blankets 
from "'hitney in Oxfordshire; the rugs from Westmoreland 
and Yorkshire; the sheets, of good linen, from Ireland; 
kitchen utensils and chimney-furniture, almost all the brass 
and iron from Birmingham and Sheffield; earthenware from 
Stafford, Nottingham, and Kent; glass ware from Sturbridge 
in \Y orcestershire, and London. 

" I give this list to explain what I said before, namely, that 
there is no particular place in England where all the manu­
factures are made, but every county or place has its peculiar 
sort, or particular manufacture, in which the people are wholly 
employed; and for all the rest that is wanted they fetch them 
from other parts.' 

Since Defoe's time manufactures in the localities named by 
him have in some cases decayed, as the making of broad cloth 
in the west of England, of buttons at l\1acclesfield; and in 
other cases have prodigiously incre.ased, as the making of 
cottons at l\IaI?chester, and t~e workmg of metal at Birrning­
ham; yet, ta~II?g a general VIew of ~.ngland, they remain and 
are characterIstIC of the same locaht~es now as in his day. 
The greatest change has taken place m Scotland where since 
the beginning of the eighteenth century, new ma'nufact~res of 
great value and some manufacturing towns of great extent 



FREE THADE AND THE LEAGt:E. 129 

have arisen. It was a glory to the trade then established in 
England, of which Defoe boasted, that tilt' young men of Eng­
land refused to be suldiers, they were so well employed, paid, 
and fed through trade; while the young men of Scotland and 
of Ireland, for the want of means to live otherwisr" sought 
and took military service in every country of Europe . 

.. Fore'ign and lwme trade C1,utlf!! the causes o/national great­
ness.- \Y e are the greatest trading country in the world, be­
cause we have the greatest exportation of the grow thand product 
of our land, and of the manufacture and labour of our people, 
and the greatest importation and consumption of the growth, 
product, and manufactures of other countries from abroad, of 
any nation in the world." 

MEMOIR OF DLFOE. 

Daniel Defoe was the author of at least two hundred and 
ten separate publications, prohably more-some of them 
works of magnitude; one of them, Robinson Crusoe, the most 
popular story, from the day it first appeared to this day, ever 
written in the English language. He was born in the city of 
London in the year 1661. His parents were in religion 
dissenters, in trade hosiers. He was educated at the dissent­
ing academy of the Reverend Charles Morton, at Newington 
Green, and afterwards put to the trade of his father. This 
did not occupy his mind as it sought to be occupied, so be 
took up the profession of author. He publio:hed first in 168:3, 
but in 1685 he was a soldier and a rebel under the Duke of 
Monmouth. Once more he became an author, his subjects 
being chiefly religious controversy, miugled with the politics of 
the day. But all politics were at that time mixed with 
religious controversy. 

In 1692 he was a bankrupt, but the writ was superseded, 
and he paid his creditors a composition by unwearied industry 
and good faith. At a future time, when some of those credi­
tors who had accepted his composition and given him an 
acquittance, became embarrassed, Defoe voluntarily came for­
w<lrd, Leing then in a condition to do so, and paid his 
former debts in full. 

After the Revolution of) 688, when the Prince of Orange 
became King \\TilIiam III., he enjoyed considerable court 
patronage; but, it has been said that" he never allowed the 
sunshine of royal favour to blind him to the great cause of 
civil and religious liberty." About this time he published a 
remarkable work, entitled" The original Power of the Collec­
tive Bodv of the People of England examined and ussertt!ll." 
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Of this work his admirers luwe ,,:lid [hat it vies with Locke's 
famous tract in powero; of n'<l"t)lling, and is superior to it in 
the (Traces of style. His" Reasons against a \\' ar with France" 
i" a~o an able work; it is useful for the people of England 
and of France, to study, understand, and act upon now, as it 
was a hundred anli forty year" ago. . 

The death of \Villiam Ill. and the accessIOn (If Anne 
placed Defoe, and the di""enters generally, in peril. Anne 
and her immediate :tlhi:sers inherited the hostility of the 
Stuart family, of whil:h she was a daughter, to everything 
like non-conf~rmity in church or state. Defoe had fought for 
Monmouth; had oppo~ed King James her father; had vindi­
c:lt.·,l the revolution which dethroned him; had panegyrized 
King \Villiam; had defended the ridlts of the collective body 
of the people; and h~Ld offended the Queen'" favourites, sOllie 
by ul'!!lIment and some by ridicule; and now the accumu­
lated vengeance for all these deeds hung around him like a 
thunder cloud ready to burst. 

It soon bursted. In January 1703 a proclamation appeared 
offering a reward of L.50 for Defoe's apprehension. He was 
descriG'ed in the Gazette as a " middle sized spare man, about 
forty years old, of a brown complexion, and dark brown hair, 
though he wears a wig, having a hook-nose, sharp chin, gray 
eyes, and a large mole ncar his mouth." He gave himself up, 
and maintained that the tract which was the immediate cause 
of the proclamation was written in jest. It was entitled" The 
Shortest 'Vay with the Dissenters," and recommended the 
government to slay them. Neither the dissenters nor govern­
ment would look on it as a jest. He was tried at the Old 
Bailey in the month of July 1703, sentenced to pay a fine of 
200 merks, to stand three times in the pillory, and be 
imprisoned during the Queen's pleasure. He was taken to 
the piIlory, accompanied by the populace, who expressed their 
sympathy for him aloud; and when taken down, loud bursts 
of applause broke forth from the surrounding multitude. 
He treated the whole affair with the contempt it deserved, 
and published a " Hymn to the Pillory," full ot' pointed satire 
against his T,rosecutors. 

In August 170-!' he was released from prison throuO'h the 
influence of Mr Secretary Harley, who recommended him to 
the Queen as a person of talent who might be useful to 
government. Accordingly, in 170G, he was employed by 
government, and sent to Scotland to assist in the momentolls 
work of the uuion between En!!:iand and Scotland. \\'ben 
this was effected he published ~ a "H istory of the U niun." 
He died on the:! hh of April 1731. 
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In summing up the public services and traits of character 
of this remarkable man, a writer ill Fultu.l·ton's Li1'l'S 8cLYS, 

" Such was the man who by his writings exercised a greater 
influence over the public mind in the beginnicg of the last 
century than any of his gifted contemporaries. He was 
framed for the period in which his lot was cast: the times 
were troublous, and the politics of the day too often of a 
suspicious and shifting cast. But Defoe's principles were 
of the sternest kind, and his own character was one of 
adamantine firmness. U nawed by threats; undeterred by 
suffering; uninfluenced by personal interest, he held on the 
upright tenor of his way, amidst difficulties which would have 
crushed a less intrepid soul than his; and it is for a grateful 
posterity, now rejoicing in the possession of these civil 
and religious liberties, to a full sense of the importance of 
which Defoe first awoke his countrymen, to award him a place 
among the purest, most intrepid, and, on the whole, mo~t suc­
cessful of England's patriots." 

This has been said without reference to his clear-si~hted 
and useful writings on the dignity and advantages of trade 
from which we have quoted. It is for his services as a com­
mercial philosopher that he is placed in this volume among 
free-traders. 

Defoe's Review, a periodical which he conducted nine years, 
gave to Steele and Addison, it is said, the first idea of their 
celebrated Guardian and Spectator. It may also be I'0s.~ible 
that his writings on trade as already quoted sugge:o;ted to 
Addison the well-written essay on that subject in the 69th 
number of the Spectator. But whether it be an original 
composition or a borrowed idea, we must rank the eminent 
writer of that essay as one of those who also understood the 
utility and dignity of trade. 

SECT. XLV.-JOSEPH ADDISON AXD THE BENEVOLENCE OF TRADE. 

At Milston, in 'Viltshire, Joseph A ddison was born on the 
1st of l\Iay 1672, his father was rector of that parish. He was 
educated at Amesbury, near Stonehenge; at Salisbury; at the 
Charter House, London; and at Oxford. His father was 
dean of Litchfield as well as rector of Milston; and his 
mother's father was bishop of Bristol. He had Dryden for 
a literary friend; the Lord Chancellor Somers and Lord 
Halifax, chancdlor of the Exchl'(luer, for patrons, while still 
young; but what was of greater advantage to him than any 
of those favours, he possessed talents of a high order, and 
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the disposition to make use of. them. According. to the 
CllstOIll of politi cd patronage al!a hte:ary,~ependance In th?se 
davs Addison seems to have hIred lumseti out, first to Kmg 
\V·illiam III., who granted him a pension, and next to 
Godolphin, minister to Qu~en An.n~, in 1704, when the Battle 
of Blenheim was fought. fhe mllllstry wantell a poet to put 
the campaign and battle in an array of poetry .and bea.uty, 
and Lord Halifax introduced Addison, who, 111 due tIme, 
delivered himself of "The Campaign," a poem long since dead 
and forfTotten, never to be resuscitated; not so the fragment 
of Southey entitled the Battle of Blenheim, written a century 
afterwards. 

" What was it they fell out about? 
A,ked little Wilhelmine." 

Addison's controversial pamphlets were numerous, some of 
them not creditable to his reputation. His literary sketches 
on the contrary are exquisite; some of those in the Tatler. 
Spectator, and Guardian, will endure with the English lan­
glla~e; we quote a passage from the 6!)th number of the 
8}il<'1<1tOI'. He filled several political offices; married the 
"ido\\'cLl countess of Warwick; was unhappy; was appoint.ed 
one of the secretaries of state; could not make a speech in 
parliament; had official letters to write, and could not do 
so without study; resigned; wrote ill-natured remarks on 
his old friend Sir Richard Steele; and died at the age of 
48 years. 

Commerce, its Benevolence and Dignity.-" Nature seems 
to have taken a particular care to disseminate her blessings 
among the different regions of the world, with an eye 
to this mutual intercourse and traffic among mankind, 
that the natives of the several parts of the globe might 
h::we a kind of dependance upon olle anothcr, and be united 
together by their common interest. Almost every degree 
produces something peculiar to it. The food often grows in 
{)ne country and the sauce in another; the fruits of Portugal 
are corrected by the products of Barbadoes; and the infusion 
{)f a China plant is sweetened by the pith of an Indian cane. 
The Philippi Islands give a flavour to our European bowels. 
The single dress of a woman of quality is often the product 
of an hundred clim(1tes. The muff and the fan come tocrether 
from the different enus of the earth. The scarf is sent from 
the torrid zo~e, an~ the tippet from beneath the pole. The 
brocade pettICoat rIses out of the mines of Peru, and the di:..­
mond necklace out of the bowels of Hilldostan. 
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" If we consider our own country in its natuml prospects, 
without any of the b'.mefits and advantages of commerce, 
what an uncomfortable ~pot of earth falls to our share! 
Natural historians tell us that no fruit grows originally 
among us besides hips and haws, acorns and pignuts, with 
other delicacies of the like nature; that our climate of itself, 
and without the assistance of art, can make no further ad­
vances towardg a plum than to a sloe, and carries an :tpple to no 
greater a perfection than a crab; th:tt our melons, our peaches. 
our figs, our apricots, and cherries, are strangers among us, 
imported in different ages, and naturalized in our English 
gardens; and that they would all degenerate and fall away 
into the trash of our own country if they were wholly neglecteu 
by the planter, and left to the mercy of our sun and soil. 
Nor has traffic more enriched our vegetable world than it has 
improved the whole face of nature among us: our ships are 
laden with the harvest of every climate, our tables are stored 
with spices, and oils, and wines; our rooms are filled with 
pyramids of China, and adorned with the workmanship of 
Japan; our morni!lg's draught comes to us from the remotest 
corners of the earth; we repair our bodies by the drugs of 
America, and repose ourselves under Indian canopies. My 
friend, Sir Andrew, calls the vineyards of France our gardens; 
the Spice Iolands our hot-beds; the Persians our silk 
weavers; and the Chinese our potters. Nature indeed fur­
nishes us with the bare necessaries of life, uut traffic gives us 
a great variety of what is useful, and, at the same time, sup­
plies us with everything that is convenient and ornamental. 
Nor is it the least part of this our happiness, that whilst we 
enjoy the remotest products of the north and south, we are 
free from those extremities of weather which gi \'C' them birth; 
that our eyes are refreshed with the green fields of Britain 
at the same time that our palates are feasted with fruits that 
rise between the tropics. For these reasons, there are not 
more useful members in a commonwealth than merchants; 
they knit mankind together in a mutual intercourse of good 
offices, distribute the gifts of nature, find work for the poor, 
add we3.1th to the rich, and magnificence to the great. Our 
English merchant converts the tin of his own country into 
gold, and exch:tnges his wool for rubies. The Mahometans 
are clothed in our British manufacture, and the inhabitants 
of the frozen zone warmed with the fleeces of our sheep. 

" 'Vhen I have been upon the 'Change, I have often fa,ncied 
one of our old kings standing in person where he is represented 
in effigy, and looking down upon the wealthy concourse of 
peoplo with which that place is every day filled. In this case 

YOLo r 9 
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how would he be surprised to hear all the languages of Europe 
spoken in this little spot of his former dominions, and to see 
so many private men who, in his time, would have been the 
vassals of some powerful baron, negotiating like princes for 
greater sums of money than were formerly to be met with in 
the royal treasury; trade, without enlarging the British ter­
ritories, has given us a kind of additional empire; it has mul­
tiplied the number of the rich, made our landed estates 
infinitely more valuable than they were formerly, and added 
to them an accession of other estates as valuable as the lands 
themselves." 

SECT. XLVI.-WILLIAM PENN. 

·W illiam Penn was born in London on 14th of October 1644. 
He was the son of Admiral Sir vViIIiam Penn, an able naval 
commander. He was sent to school at Chigwell, in Essex, near 
vVanstead, where his father resided. vVhen about eleven 
years of age, he was surprised one evening at twilight, as he sat 
alone in his chamber to study, by what seemed to him to be 
an external glory, and as it were an internal lifting up of the 
soul, which suddenly came IIpon him. This, the result pro­
bably of an excited imagination, impressed him with the 
belief that he was specially called to a holy life. At twelve 
years of age he was sent to a school at London, and at fifteen 
to Christ Church, Oxford. At the university he formed 
friendships with youths afterwards distinguished for talent 
and high station; with J Ohll Locke the philosopher, and 
Uobert Spencer, afterwards Earl of Sunderland. 

At this time Thomas Loe, who had belonged to the univer­
sity, but had become a quaker. was in the habit of preaching 
to the students, and with such effect, that several of them 
withdrew from the established worship and held meetings of 
their own. Penn was the leader of those dissenters; his 
boldness led him into a violent opposition, and he was expelled 
from the university. 

He found no comfort on his return home. His father was 
ashamed of him. After a vain trial of argument against his 
opinions, he applied personal chastisement, but that was power­
less. He turned the young man out of doors, but soon after 
re-admitted him to his affections. William Penn betook 
himself to preaching, and underwent many hardships and 
persecutions for the sake of his opinions. 

His father died in 1670, leaving him an ample fortune. In 
1672, having returned from a tour through Holland and Ger­
many, undertaken to propagate the doctrines of the Society of 
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Friends, of which he was now an eminent member, he married 
and settled at Rickmansworth, in Hertfordshire. For several 
years his time was spent chiefly in preaching and in writing. 
In 1677 he again preached through Holland and Germany. 
In 16~O the enterprise which has made his reputation all 
enduring was entered upon. For a number of years a debt 
had been due to his father from the court of Charles II. no 
part of which had been repaid. He offered in lieu of the debt 
to accept of a tract of land in the North American colonies, 
bounded on the east by the Delaware river, on the south by 
Maryland, and extending northward as far as it could be 
occupied. After a delay, arising chiefly from a dislike to 
Penn's religious opinions, the grant of this great tract of land 
was made by a charter, dated 4th March 1681. He was 
constituted absolute proprietor of the whole province; and 
by special royal command it was called Pennsyil'ani:l, in per­
petuation of the owner's name. 

The enlightened policy, moral and political, of that owner, 
in laying down laws and giving examples for the government 
of the province, has been the best preserver of his name. In 
his preface to the frame of government which he drew up for 
the province, he said, "I know what is said by the several 
admirers of monarchy, aristocracy, and democracy, which are 
the rule of one, of a few, and of many, and are the three com­
mon ideas of government which men discourse on that subject. 
But I choose to solve the controversy with this small distinction, 
and it belongs to all three: any government is free to the 
people under it, whatever be the frame, when tlte lau's 1'ule, 
and the people are a party to those laws, and more than this is 
tyranny, oligarchy, or confusion." 

The purpose of the government promulgated by him is thus 
expressed in a summary: "'Ve have, with reverence to God, 
and good conscience to men, to the best of our skill, contrived 
and composed the frame and laws of this government, to the 
great end of government to support power in reverence 
with the people, and to secure the pcople from the abuse of 
pvwer, that they may be free by their just obedience, and the 
magistrate honourable for their just administration; for liher­
ty without obedience is confusion, and obedience without 
liberty is slavery." 

The government or constituticn consisted of twenty foul' 
articles, by which the power was lodged in the governor and 
freemen of the province. These were to form two bodies, a pro­
vincial council consisting of seventy two members elected by 
the freemen; a third of these went out every year. To this 
assembly was entrusted the entire management of' the province, 
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and with them all legislative measures originated, the second 
body, named the general assembly, was to consist, for the first 
year of all the freemen, and subsequently of two hundred 
.ann~ally elected. The only power possessed by this lower 
house was that of rejecting bills sent to them by the upper. 
The gove~'nor was perpetual 'pr.esi~ent of the provincial co?n­
cil, but WIthout any oth~r dlstmctlOn than that of possessmg 
a treble vote. All electIOns were by ballot. 

An adllitional grant of land of large extent was obtained, call­
ed the Territories, chiefly, if not entirely, inhabited by the 
native Indians. \Vhen this grant was ratified, \Villiam Penn 
set sail from England, and, in October l{jS2, landed at New­
castle, and was receiverl with every mark of respect by the old 
possessors of the soil. His first step was to summon the general 
assembly, by which an act of union annexing the territories of 
the province; an act of settlement relative to the form of the 
constitution; a bill of naturalization and a number of laws, in 
:\Iiliition to those already enacted by the governor, were passed. 
Perfect liberty of conscience was enacted for all who acknolV-
1,·,1:.::,·t! a Governor of the Universe, and an obligation to observe 
peace and justice in society. All who professed faith in Jesus 
Christ, who were of unstained character, and above twenty 
one years of age, were to be electors. The pleadings in the 
courts of law were to be as short as possible. There were to 
be only two capital crimes, treason and murder. And 
"all prisons were to be considered as workshops, where the 
offl!nllers might be industriously, soberly, and morally em­
ployed." 

The next act of this illustrious apostle of peace and O'ood 
,viII to all men is that which more especially brings °him 
within this biographic history of the early pioneers of free 
commercial intercourse. 

The assembly having broken up, he proceeded to a solemn 
treaty with the Indians, at which he confirmed the promises 
of' peace and amity which he had before made to them, and 
received their pledges of friendship in return. All the inter­
COl/roC .betwe~n ~hem wa9 to be .conducted on the principles of 
the strIctest JustIce; and they hvell for many years afterwards 
in the most perfect concord. V oltaire said of it, "This was 
the only treaty between those people (the Indians) and the 
Christians which was not ratified by an oath and which was 
l1ever broken." 

The next employment of \Villiam Penn was to found a city 
to which he gave the name of Philadelphia, in token of th; 
spirit of peace on earth and good will to all men which at­
tClllcd him in his undertaking. Many of his own sect, 
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persecuted in Englancl, ancl other di~~elltcrs, sought an asylum 
in those distant lands. Next year trial by jury was establish­
ed, and the political and social foundations of a great nation 
wero laid. 

VVilliam Penn returned to England in ] 684, was afrain 
engaged in preaching, ancl again visited his colony in 1699. 
He lived in those troublous times in England preceding and 
following the Hevolution of 1688, when probably all religious 
sects, and certainly all political parties seeking toleration or 
promotion for themselves, pursued no other road to either 
than by being intolerant and hostile to one another. William 
Penn, as a religious preacher at home, shared in the troubles 
and the troublir.g of the times. In 1701, while actively en­
gaged in his great mission of peace in America, where his 
enlarged views and original projects of philanthropy did not 
jar with old creeds and customs as in England, he obtained 
information that the cunning King, (William III.) who had 
never been inclined to consider any property or dignity safe 
which the Stuarts, and not himself, had conferred, was design­
ing to take all the land granted to private parties in America 
from them, and particularly that from ". illiam Penn, under 
pretence of mismanagement. Penn returned to oppose the 
measure, which had originated in the House of Lords, but it was 
abandoned. It was certainly a bold allegation fvr a king who 
had come to England as 'Villiam did, who had at once plung­
ed the nation into war, imposed new taxes to carryon the 
war, and accumulated an enormous debt for future generations 
to groan under; whose entire policy was to excite hatred 
between England and her nearest nei,ghbour, France, and whose 
practice was the daily destruction of human life wherever he 
she\\ed his face, leaving officers of injustice behind, where he 
turned his back, as in Ireland, to destroy life, to break faith 
with his subjects, to strip the ancient possessors of the soil of 
their inheritance, to give their inheritance to venal flattereff':, 
and to put down freedom of conscience by the fiercest perse­
cution known in history; it was certainly a bold allegation for 
slich a king to make against the administration of \Villiam 
Penn, the peaceable, the humane, the just, that in Pennsyl­
"ania he had mismanaged his great trust to the detriment of 
the people living under him. But King 'William was stopped 
by the hand of God. He was dead by the time that Penn 
returned to defend his province from rapacity; and Queen 
Anne, probably from a knowledge of the kindly sentiments 
which her father James II. bore towards \Villiam Penn, 
received him at court with distinction and respect. 

A lawsuit, in which he was engaged soon after this, having 
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been decided against him, Penn was ob!iged to take up .his 
resirlence within the rules of the Fleet PrIson; to release hnn­
self from which he mortgaged his province. for L.~600. T~e 
intelligence from the province embitte.red hIs reflectlO~s at t~IS 
time, as the inhabitants of the provmce of the terrItory fell 
into disputes which led to differences between the governor and 
the assembly. But he soon ~eascd to hear of them: Sinking 
into a mental lethargy, he lmgered se~eral years m a feeb~e 
existence, and died on 30th July 1718, m the 74th year of h!s 
ago. The only defect in his government of Pennsylv?,ma. 
seems to have been his occasional absence. Had he resIded 
there it is probable that his original mind and high moral 
example would have controlled the settlers better than his 
laws could do when he was not present, excellent though the 
code was. 

SECT. XLVll.-CAPTAIN WILLIAM DAMPIER. 

This eminent navigator is entitled to a place in this work, 
from his just conception of the principles which should have 
guided the Dutch (and also the English) in the East Indies 
in their transactions with the native inhabitants. 'Ye 
annex in this memoir an extract from one of his works as an 
example. 

'Yilliam Dampier was born in 1652, his father, a gentleman 
of the county of Somerset, died when he was young, and, 
leaving him little to inherit, he was bound an apprentice to 
the master of a trading vessel at 'Yeymouth. 

After seeing a variety of service, and being wounded in the 
war with the Dutch, he saile~l for Campeachy, with a captain 
Hudsel, on a mercantilo speculation. This was profitable, and 
was repeated. During his second voyage he conceived the 
idea of' exploring the Musquito shore in company with a Mr 
Hobby. They had proceeded no farther than the western shore 
of Jamaica, when some of the officers and crew proposed to 
go upon a b~ccaneering expedition to the Spanish Main, 
whence DamplOr, though not at first a leader, accompanied 
them. Af'~er an attack on Porto-Bello, they set forth, on the 
5th of AprII16~O, across the Isthmus of Darien, and when 
they reached the South Seas, embarked in such canoes and 
v~ssels as the In~ians furnished t~em with. During the next 
SIX yea;s, DampIer a~(l those of hIS companions in adventm'e 
and crune who surVIved, and numerous others with whom 
they joined, continued on the South American and African 
coasts incessantly engaged in plundering Spanish ships at sea 
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and Spanish settlements on shore, an employment highly 
applauded in England by those who shared in the spoils 
which the buccaneers carried home, and by those who were 
delighted to hear of injuries inflicted on any people connected 
with Spain, or upon any people whose religion was not English 
protestantism. 

Dampier became either alarmed at the incessant danger of 
a buccaneer's life on the Spanish Main or ashamed of its 
crimes. With a crew of LSO men he parted company with 
other associates and sailed for the East Indies from California 
and the coast of Mexico. The disreputable lives of his crew, 
their indisposition to all employment except plunder, caused 
him and two other persons to abandon them. He was put 
ashore on the island of St Nicholas. After escaping many 
dangers, he arrived at Bencoolen, where he was well received, 
and was appointed master gunner of the Dutch fort there. 
Yat he continued uneasy, anxiously looking for an oppor­
tunity to return to England. He effected his object by 
creeping through one of the port holes of the fort and getting 
on board an English East Indiaman. 

Eight years seem to have elapsed before he was again on 
a foreign voyage. This occurred in 1698, when raised to the 
rank of a captain in the Royal Navy, and appointed to the 
command of the Roebuck, a small frigate, ordered for a voy­
age of discovery. He proceeded by the Cape of Good Hope 
to New Holland; and after much time and fatigue in explor­
ing the coasts, was wrecked, and ihe ship lost, on the Island 
of Ascension. 

In 1704 he set out upon another voyage. Having put into 
the Island of Batavia he was imprisoned by the Dutch, who 
seized all his effects. On his release he returned to England, 
and was not, so far as is known, again employed in the Royal 
Navy. He afterwards accompanied Captain Wood Rogers 
in his voyage round the world, in the capacity of master, and 
returned with him to England in ] 711. Nothing is known 
of him afterwards. 

The history of his first voyage was published in 1697, and 
was translated into several European languages. The follow­
ing passage shews that he was advanced in intelligence on 
commercial politics beyond his age, and held views regarding 
civilisation more in accordance with the free-trade philanthro­
pists of the middle of the nineteenth, than with the buccaneers 
of the latter end of the seventeenth century. 

" The people of Barcalis, though they are Malayans as the 
rest of the country, yet they are civil enough engaged thereto 
by traoe; for the more trade, the more cit1ilit!/; and on the 
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contrary, the less trade the more barharity and inhumanity. 
For trarle has a strong influence upon all people who have found 
the secret of its bringing with it so many of the conveniences of 
life as it does." 

Rut of the Spanish A mericans who had no trade, he said:­
"'Vith trade they will be in nanger of meeting with oppres­
sion-men not oeiuq COI/tellt with rt (I'ee traffic, and a just and 
reasonable gain, especially in those remote countries; but they 
must have the current to run altogether in their own channel, 
though to the depriving of the poor natives they deal with 
of their natul'alliberty, as if all mankind were to be ruled by 
their laws. 

"The Islands of Sumatra and Java can sufficiently witness 
this: the Dutch having in a manner engrossed all the trade 
of t hes!', and several of the neigh bOUl'ing islands to themselves; 
not that they are able to supply them \lith a quarter of what 
they want; but because they would have all the produce of 
them at their own rlisposal. The natives (of Sumatra) would 
gladly comply with :11l)' who would come to trade with them, 
notwithstanrling the great endeavours the Dutch make against 
it; for this island is so large, populous, and productive of pep­
per, that the Dutch are not able to draw all to themselves. 
I find the Malayans are in general implacable enemies to the 
Dutch; and all seems to arise from an earnest desire they have 
for a free trade, which is restrained by them (the Dutch) not 
only here, but in the Spice Islands, and all other places where 
they have any power. 

" But it is freedom only which must be the means to encour­
age any of theRe remote people to trade, especially such of 
them as are industrious, and whose inclinations are bent this 
way, as most of the lIIal::tyans are, and the major part of the 
people of the East Indies, even from theCapeof Good Hopeeast­
ward to Japan, both continent and islands. For though in 
manyplacesthey are limited by the Dutch, English, Danes, &c., 
and restrained from a free trade with other nations, vet have 
they continually shewn what uneasiness that, is tothem. And how 
dear has this restraint cost the Dutch when yet neither can 
they with all their forts and guardships secure the trade wholly 
to themselves, any more then the Rarlaventa fleet can secure 
the trad~ of the 'Yest Indies to the Spaniards." 

Captam DampIer, as an Englishman, writinO' at a time 
when ~t would have been like tr~ason to say that the English 
committed any outrage on the rights of other nations as the 
Dutch, the French, 0; the Sp~niards did, is cautious to say little 
of tlw erroneous pdICy of hiS own countrymen. 
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SECT. XL'lII.-JACOB VANDERLINT. 

This gentleman was a merchant of London, and published 
in 1734 a remarkable work entitled, "Money Answers AU 
Things; or, an Essay to make money sufficiently plentiful 
amongst all ranks of people; and increase our foreign and do­
mestic trade." This work has always been so scarce since pub­
lic attention was systematically directed to its subject, that 
it is not now found in the principal national libraries. 
Nor is Jacob Vanderlint known in biography. Professor 
Dugald Stewart, who prohably found a copy of the work in some 
of the old libraries of Edinburgh, introduces in hi", appendix 
to the life of Adam Smith some extracts which shew Vander­
lint to have been a thinker out of the usual range of the 
mercantile and political men of his time. The professor intro­
luces him by the following remarks on political economy. 

"The system of political economy which professes to r<'A'u­
late the commercial intercourse of different nations, and whieh 
Mr Smith has distinguished by the title of the Commercial 
cr Mercantile System, had its root in prejudices still m! )\'e 
inveterate than those which restrained the freedom of CI.I11-

merce and industry among the members of the same comnlll­
nity. It was supported not only by the prejudices with which 
all innovations have to contend, and by the talents of very 
powerful bodies of men interested to defend it, but by the 
mistaken and clamorous patriotism of many good citizens, and 
their blind hostility to supposed enemies or rivals abroad. 
The absurd and delusive principles too, formerly so prevalent, 
with respect to the nature of national wealth, and the essen­
tial importance of a favourable balance of trade, (principles 
"hich, though now so clearly and demonfltrably exploded by 
the arguments of Mr Smith, must be acknowledged to fall in 
naturally and almost inevitably with the first apprehensions 
of the mind when it begins to speculate concerning the theory 
of commerce,) communicated to the mercantile system a 
degree of plausibility, against which the most acute reasoners 
of our own times are not always sufficiently on their guard. 
I t was accordingly at a considerably later period that the 
wisdom of its maxims came to be the subject of general dis­
cussion; and even at this dhy (1810) the controversy to 
which the discussion gave rise cannot be said to be completely 
settled to the satisfaction of all parties. A few enlightened 
individuals, however, in different parts of Europe, very early 
got a glimpse of the truth, and it is but justice that the 
scattered hints which they threw out should be treasured up 
as material8 for literary history I have thought of attempt-
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ing a slight sketch on that subject myself; but am not with­
out hopes that this suggestion may have the effect of recom­
mending the task to some abler hands. At present I shall 
only quote one or two paragraphs from a pamphlet published 
in 1734, by Jacob Vanderlint, an author whose name has 
been frequently referred to of late years, but whose book 
never seems to have attracted much not.ice till long after the 
publication of the Wealth of Nations. He describes hilllself; in 
his preface, as an ordinary tradesman, from whom the conczse­
ness and accuracy of a scholar is not to be expected; and 
yet the following passages will bear a comparison, both in 
point of good sense and of liberality, with what was so ably 
urged by M.r Hume twenty years afterwards, in his essay on 
the Jealousy of Trade. 

"All nations have some commodities peculiar to them, 
which, therefore, are undoubtedly designed to be the founda­
tion of commerce between the several nations, and produce a 
great deal of maritime employment for mankind, which, pro­
bably, without such peculiarities could not be; and in this 
respect, I suppose, we are distinguished, as well as other 
nations; and I have before taken notice, that if one nation 
be by nature more distinguished in this respect than another, 
as they will by that means gain more money than such other 
nations, so the prices of all their commodities and labour will 
be higher in such proportion, and consequently they will be 
richer or more powerful for having more money than their 
neighbours. 

" But if we import any kind of goods cheaper than we can 
now raise them, which otherwise might be as well raised at 
home; in this case, undoubtedly, we ought to attempt to 
raise such commodities, and thereby furnish so many new 
branches of employment and trade for our own people, and 
remove the inconvenience of receiving any goods from abroad 
which we can anywise raise on as good terms ourselves: and. 
as this should be done to prevent every nation from finding 
their account with us by any such commodities whatsoever, so 
this would more effectually shut out all such foreign goods 
than any law can do. 
"An~ as this is all the prohibition and restraint whereby 

any foreIgn trade should be obstructed, so, if this method were 
observed, our gentry would find themselves the richer not­
withs~anding their .co';1~umption of such other foreign 'goods 
as,.bemg the peC~hal'lties of other nations, we may be obliged 
to Import. For If, when we have thus raised all we can at 
home, the .goods we import a.fter this is done be cheaper than 
we can raIse ourselves, (whIch they must be, otherwise we 
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shall not import them,) it is plain the consumption of any 
such goods cannot occasion so great an expense as they would 
if we could shut them out by an act of parliament, in order 
to raise them ourselves. 

"From hence, therefore, it must appear that it is impossible 
any body should be poorer for using any foreign goods at 
cheaper rates than we can raise them ourselves, after we have 
done all we possibly can to raise such goods as cheap as we 
import them, aud find we cannot do it; nay, this very cir­
cumstance makes all such goods come under the character of 
the peculiarities of those countries which are able to raise any 
such goods cheaper than we can do, for they will necessarily 
operate as such." 

The same author, in another part of his work, quotes from 
Erasmus Philips, a maxim which he calls a glorious one. 
"That a trading nation should be an open warehouse, where 
the merchant may buy what he pleases, and sell what he can. 
Whatever is brought to you, if y.ou don't want it, you won't 
purchase it; if you do want it, the largeness of the import 
don't keep it from you." 

" All nations of the world, therefore," (says Vanderlint,) 
" should be regarded as one body of tradesmen, exercising 
thci.r various occupations for the mutual benefit and advantage 
of each other. I will not contend," (he adds, evidently in 
compliance with national prejudices,) " I wiII not contend for 
a free and unrestrained trade with respect to France, tltouglt 
I can't see it could do us any harm even in that case." 

Professor Stewart refers in the same edition, that of ] 810, 
of his life of Adam Smith, to the danger which existed in ] 793, 
when the life was first published, of saying anything in political 
economy or of any other system than the old commercial one 
of restriction. The revolution in France was the cause of that. 
The same danger of discussing any new opinion or theory 
existed, and for the same reason, (that it involved the safety 
of the crown and reigning sovereign,) long before. To 
enable the public to discuss new theories, Sir Robert Walpole, 
at whose period we have now arrived, did great service; what­
ever his motives may have been, he tOl)k the task of govern­
ment and responsibility from the crown, and invested the 
power in the cabinet ministry to. carry great measures. Public 
opinion led by agitation has forc~d changes of ministry and 
threatened farther changes when It would have been treason 
to change or threaten the dynasty. 
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SECT. XLIX.-SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

At the beginning of the 18th century, that popular senti­
ment which was the most widely diffused and the ~ost deeply 
implanted in the national mind, was hatred and Jealousy of 
our nearest national neighbour, France. The" No Popery" sen­
timent was more fervently expressed by some sects and classes 
of people, but it was not so generally diffused. At the end 
of the 18th century this bitter enmity towards our neighbour 
had not abated. "\" e shall glance at some of the causes of 
that jealousy and hatred. . . . . . . . . 

First, there were the preJwlIccs and eVil diSpositIOns arIsmg 
frnll1 unneighbourly habits in the two nations, in like manner 
as tJll'se arise between unneighbourly families. Taking the 
families as an illustration, the parents had been through all 
recorded generations quarrelling with one another; they had 
been dCl'l'itful and cruel; their children were taught by precept 
as well as example to be deceitful and cruel also. They had 
no Ilealings at each other's shops, they did each other's shops 
all the injury they could devise and inflict. When they were 
at peace, it was only a peace consequent on their powerlessness 
to fight, kick, break legs, break heads, break windows, and 
destroy each other's goods. Each family suspected that the 
other would, at the earliest opportunity, break the peace, for 
each knew such a design to be its own: thus duplicity and 
enmity had become an inheritance transmitted from one gener­
ation to another. As in the two families, so was it in the two 
nations of England and France. 

A second cause which operated at the beginning of the 
18th century, was the dread which a large proportion of the 
English and Scottish people had of the political ascend­
ancy of Roman Catholicism, and of the restoration of the 
banished Stuarts. 

The Stuarts had favoured a generous commercial intercourse 
with France. J ames II. completed the design, and opened a 
free trade between England and France. During the two 
years, 1686 and 1687, which this free trade lasted, both coun­
tries derived an immediate benefit; and had not the mercan­
tile theory on the one hand, and the No Popery policy on the 
oth~r, umted to restore the enmity and hostility of the two 
natIOns, free counnerce, peace, and prosperity might have 
continue~ fr?m that ti~e forward. The No Popery cry led 
the En~hs.h mto the behef t~at James II. was giving them 
and their mterests to the Kmg of France. The mercantile 
theory led them to believe that if England purchased com-
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modi ties from France to a higher amount in mone~· than that 
country purchased from England, there would be a balance of 
trade against them. In the two years of free trade with the 
French under James II., the balance was against England. 
But this last only shews that in this country our forefathers 
required a large quantity of those commodities which France 
could supply, and that they were able to pay for them. 

Another cause operating in the promotion of hostili­
ties with France at the end of the 17th and beginning of 
the 18th century was one closely allied with those just 
named. The Protestant gentry of mean condition, who had 
been raised to dignities and wealth by having the confis­
cated property of Catholics conferred upon them, whether 
caring for the principles of the reformed church or not, were 
all vehement declaimers against the Catholics; they dreaded 
any change in King James' policy which would restore their 
wealth to the rightful owners, and they invented and propa­
gated all manner of pretences for dethroning the king, and of 
placing another in his stead, who would be more especially 
their king. 

'Thus it was that the fear of the restoration of the political 
power of the Roman pontiff in England, a power so dangerous 
to popular liberty; and that the ill-founded belief that a free 
intercourse in buying ar..d selling between England and France 
was a loss to England if she did not sell more than she 
bought, and in any case a discouragement of her manufactures; 
thus it was, those two sentiments being allied in the F,ublic 
mind, that the holders of ill gotten wealth and dignities in­
flamed the people and changed the king. And thus it was, 
when they got a king of their own making, William III. 
whose leading policy was to fight with France, they used all 
the political power derived from their ill-gotten property, from 
the act of having made him king, and from the public whom 
they had artfully excited, and voted supplies of money to carry 
on the war against France. He, in return for their compli­
ance, conferred on them farther grants of land, confiscating 
the great estates of the Irish landowners for the purpose. In 
farther gratitude for Irish estat.es, they voted English taxes 
to enable him to "humble the king of France," as he called 
his destruction of commerce and of human life. New taxes 
were laid upon English manufactures, a tonnage tax upon all 
vessels, a tax upon leather, soap, candles, paper, and other 
things, to raise money to injure French commerce; and in 
addition to those taxes, which continued for one hundred and 
forty years to cripple our own trade, some of which, as that 
on paper, continued to derange impottant.domestic manufac-
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tures to this year, (1848,) money. was borrowe~ by millions 
and the national debt began, the Interest of whICh we havo 
still to pay. 

The madness of England at the beginning of the. 18th 
century in impm.ing taxes on her own trade, and hangmg a 
debt upon the necks of all future generations, for the one sole 
purpose of "humbling' the King of France," by injuring the 
commerce of nations and destroying the trade of the French 
in particular, \Vas only equalled by the maoness of England at 
the end of a hUl1,jred years in doing all that and more to 
destroy a certain set of opinions in France. 

William III. began his reign in England in 1688; and 
after thirteen years of sovereignty, ten of which were years of 
war, died, sixteen millions of debt surviving him. 

It is a lesson which should not be lost upon those who 
would regulate or promote commerce by legislation, that in the 
reigns of Charles II. and James II. two kings who, whether 
viewed as kings or men, had hardly one good quality, our do­
mestic trade an,l foreign commerce flourished and advanced 
farther, merely by being let alone, than they advanced before 
or since in the same space of time. One of these kings was 
too much engaged in the indulgence of sensuality to have time 
or inclination to interfere with the practice of trade, and the 
other was too intent upon other designs. Both were too weak 
in sovereign power and personal ability to do trade injury by 
giving it laws. Neither of them did good from a design to 
promote it. They engaged themselves otherwise than in at­
tending to the greatest interests of the nation; and the great­
est interests of the nation, left to those who can best promote 
them, (the merchants and the industrious people,) flourished. 
Their successor, William III., morally superior to either of 
them, had the ability to interfere with trade, did interfere, and 
left the nation a legacy of mischief. 

In the three years of peace that followed the treaty of Rys­
wick, and with which the reign of William concluded, com­
merce and national prosperity took new life, new strength 
and advanced. In the nine years of war (the wars of Ann; 
and the whigs, and the women of the bedchamber) conducted 
by the Duke of Marlborough, domestic trade advanced little 
f?reign trade retrograded. New taxes were imposed. Adver~ 
hsements were taxed, a grievous impost &till existing to the 
great detr!ment of business. The stamp duty on newspapers 
and the wmdow duty, taxes on the light of intelligence and 
the light of the sun, both the light of heaven, were imposed 
that the darkest errors committed in the government of na-: 
tions might be perpetrated. 
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When, on the 5th of May 1713, peace was proclaimed, con­
sequent on the treaty of Utrecht, signed on the 30th of March, 
the whole nation was filled with joy; so we read in the records 
of that time. But when, on the 29th of the same month, 
copies of the commercial treaty with France included in that 
of Utrecht were laid before parliament, we are told that" mer­
cantile prejudice and political artifice combined to oppose the 
equalization of the duties on French andPortuguesewines ; and 
the (..Jommons refused to give effect to the treaty of commerce by 
a majority of 194 to 185 voices." The Methuen treaty (so 
called from the name of the English ambassador) which had 
been entered into in 1703 with Portugal, binding England to 
that poor country and to its bad wine in preference to France, 
the richer country with the better wine, was one of the obsta­
cles in the way of the tory statesmen who now proposed a more 
liberal treaty with France. The greatest obstacles, however, 
were the whigs, now out of office, who had promoted the wars 
of William and Anne against France, to preserve office to them­
selves. They once more inflamed the public mind on the dan­
ger of holding intercourse with our nearest national neighbours, 
and defeated the liberal measures of the tories. 

The prohibition upon commerce, and the enmity excited by 
that party towards France, continued during the long period 
intervening between the years 1713 and 1786. In the latter year 
,V illiam Pitt the second, who was at the head of a tory minis­
try, carried into effect a treaty of reciprocity between England 
and France. Adam Smith had by that time published the 
"Wealth of Nations." William Pitt believed in what the great 
apostle had written; and, in respect of Ireland at home and 
France abroad, attempted to carry Adam Smith's doctrines 
into practice. The whigs, led by Charles James Fox, once 
more took their stand upon the ground of hostility to France; 
and the manufacturers took their stand upon monopoly and the 
fear of competition with Ireland. 'We shall see how they op­
posed William Pitt and the principles of free trade when we 
arrive at that minister and have passed Adam Smith. 

In defence of the commercial treaty of Utrecht, Daniel Defoe 
contended like a giant, as he was, in the :lI1ercator newspaper 
which had the secondary title of Oommerce Retrieved; and 
a!!ainst him there were" ranged a staff of formidable writers, 
Mr Charles King at their head, in the Britisl~ lJfercnant, which 
had the secondary title of Oommerce Preserved. The popular 
opinion, or rather the popular ignorance, accorded with the pro­
hibitory and anti-French principles of the British Nel·chant. 

Queen Anne died on the 1st of August 1714, amid the wrang­
ling of her statesmen, leaving the national debt (incurred to 
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carryon war against France,) nt L.53,681,076, bearing an­
nual interest payable out of' the taxes to the amount of 
L.2,811,904. 

George I. whom the whigs made king, and through whom 
they had a firm hold of office, died on the 10th of June 1727, the 
debt somewhat reduced in amount, and the national prosperity 
greatly augmented, there having been no French wars in his 
reign. 

GeorO'e II. who succeeded him, died on the ~5th of October 
1760, l~a,ving the nation involved in wars with France, which, 
on beinO' concluded two years afterwards, had more than 
doubled the debt. That down-draught on the national energies 
then amounted to L.146,G82,843, leaving interest (the interest 
paid from taxes imposed in time of war and continued in time 
of peace) to the amount of L.4,840,8~1. 

In glancing at the life and policy of Sir Hobert 'Valpole, at 
the policy of his political opponents, and of his political suc­
cessor><, who held the power of government up to the accession 
of the second \Villiam Pitt, we shall see why the nation went 
to war with its commercial neighbours to au'gment its debLand 
hinder its l'ro~]>l'rity. 

Sir Robet"t \Valpole was born at Houghton in Norfolk, on 
the 26th of August 16iG, and died on the ]8th of March 
1745, in the 69th year of his age. With slight inter­
mission he was prime minister of England from October 1715 
to February 1742; and he was employed in the government 
for several years before 171.5. One of his biographers quotes 
Hume, who says, "His ministry has been more advantageous 
fOl' his family than the puLlic, Letter for this age than for 
posterity, and more pernicious for bad precedents than real 
grievances." Rut though the biographer says he cannot moro 
fitly sum up \Valpole's charactet· as prime minister than in 
thosfl words, he elsewhere says that Sir Robert \\' aipole is "the 
first llritish statesman whose practical system of government 
still affects the government of this country, and the man under 
whom llritain acquired the characteristics of her present mer­
cantile power." This is the truth. Hume's estimate of \Val­
pole was ~iven to the world when experience had not proved 
whether Ius ~ystem of government would benefit posterity or 
not. Posteflty must regret that \Valpole, to maintain peace 
and control the royal ignorance of English interests and the 
co~rt intrig';les; ~eep. the factious opponents of peace and 
Boclal order III subJectIOn; and restrain the popular delusion 
which ran in favour of war; posterity must regret that \Val­
p~Ie fo~ those good en~.s had recour~e ~o. corrupt purchuses 
ot puLlw men and par.mmentary maJoritIes. llut posterity, 
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deriving the benefits of a system of ministerial and legislativo 
government, which was substitut.ed by Walpole for the royal 
authority, inquires and questions if political society could have 
been acted upon, corrupt as it was at that time, by other than 
corrupt means. Experience has taught th~ generations which 
were the posterity of that time, that governments take their 
character from those who are governed, and not the governed 
from the governors. This fact becomes broader and more 
marked as the people become enfranchised and intelligent. It 
is to Sir Robert Walpole that we owe the origin of that whole­
some system of government. Those who affect to be shocked at 
his expenditure of a few hundred thousand pounds of public 
money, in bribing adherents to support him in his new system 
of limiting the power of monarchy, should be mute ,,:hen the 
expenditure of millions of publio money, and of hundreds of 
thousands of human lives, is justified by them to change a 
king, or some abstract principle of religion or politics. 

In politics and momls, England was radically depraved 
in those days. It was told in Walpole's family as a good joke, 
that his father, who was a member of parliament, owning a 
good landed estate and two parliamentary boroughs, (Castle 
Rising and King's Lynn,) and who employed himself, as a 
country gentleman of such possessions was expected to do, in 
returning members, voting, and sitting over the jolly bottle, it 
is told that, to prevent Robert his son from deriving a bad 
example by seeing a father intoxicated, he used to bid his son 
take two glasses for his one, that the son might be carried to 
bed first. Robert lived more wisely than this precept of his 
father might lead us to expect. An anecdote worth repeating 
is told of the village schoolmaster who first taught him his 
letters. During his long and high career as minister, the 
humble teacher never obtruded upon him; but when he was 
driven from power and humbled by the resolute opposi~ion, the 
schoolmaster visited him in retirement. Being asked why he 
had never been seen as a visitor during the many years of 
political prosperity, the reply was, "I did not trouble you, for 
I knew that you were surrounded by so many petitioners crav­
ing preferment; and you had done so much for Noriolk 
people, that I did not like to intrude. But," he added, "I 
always inquired how Robin went on, and was satisfied with 
your proceedings." 

Had Sir Robert Walpole retired in 1738, when caused IIY 
the united opposition of the tories and a few dis[Lppointed 
whigs to declare war against Spain, the act of resignation 
would have done him honour. The complaint against 
Spain was, that the British merchant ships were impeded in 

YOLo I 10 
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the American seas by the Guarda Costas ?f Spain, and so.me­
times robbed by them. But little was said of the notorIOus 
fact that those seas were always infested with buccaneers or 
pirates from England; and that English ships of war, often 
in the absence of declared hostilities, lay in wait for and cap­
tured the Spanish galleons returning from Peru to Old Spam 
with treasure. 

The elder vViIliam Pitt, impetuous, amhitious, eloquent, and 
unlilcrupulous, was now the most formidab~e of ~ alp ole's 
opponents. In March 1738, merchants, ship captall?-s, an~ 
others, were examined at the House of Commons, to give eVI­
dence of the cruelties of the Spaniards. One of them, 
Jenkins, captain of a Scottish merchant ship, stated that he 
was boarded by a Guarda Costa, who, after ransacking his 
ship and ill-treating his crew, tore oft' one of his ears, and, 
throwing it in his face, told him to "take that to his king." 
Upon being asked what he thought when he found himself in 
the hands of such barbarians, he replied, (evidently tutored 
by the war party,) " I recommended my soul to God and my 
cause to my country." These words, and the display of his 
ear, which, wrapped up in cotton, he always carried about with 
him, filled the house with indignation. It is observable, how­
ever, of the" fable of Jenkins' ear," as Burke calls it, that it 
had happened seven years ago, (Coxe's Memoirs,) and was one 
of the many relations got up and aggravated for the purpose 
of forcing the peaceful minister into a war, and thereby dis­
placing him. 

Walpole was dexterous at giving an opponent any difficult 
work to do which that opponent tried to force upon him. 
Lord Cartaret, a whig out of place, was exceedingly trouble­
some. He joined with Dean Swift in exciting the Irish 
against the new coinage of half-pence, in which they alIeged 
there was corrupt jobbing. The agitation against the al­
leged job (a patent to Mr Wood) became so dangerous to 
the peace of Ireland, that Walpole deemed an alteration of 
the patent necessary, and yet he would not withdraw it en­
tirely. He appointed Cartaret Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 
by which he got rid of an opponent, and punished him by ~ 
plunge into political hot water at the same time. 

And with the fiery member for Ipswich, Admiral Vernon 
who was one of the most violent about the" fable of J enkins~ 
ear," he dealt similarly. Vernon declared in the house that 
certain fortified places in the ~ est Indies, belonging to Spain, 
could be taken, and the Spamards humbled and punished in a 
few .hour~ ; .and so sure wa~ he of the fact, that he was ready 
to rISk hiS lIfe and honour m the attempt. It was not believ-
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ed that he really meant what he said; but the minister took 
him at his word. That minister would have done himself 
more credit had he given up office rather than have given 
Vernon such a commission. But he quietly chuckled at get­
ting rid of such a troublesome opponent by giving him such 
an appointment as the command upon an expedition which 
was not expected to succeed. 

The first act of the expedition, however, did succeed. 
Porto-Bello was taken in a few hours; the Spaniards who 
defended it wp,re " humbled and chastised;" and the Spaniards 
who were not in it were of course exasperated and rendered 
more hostile to English ships of commerce. At home, Y ernon 
became the popular idol. "The mothers of England," says the 
historians, .. taught their babes to lisp the name of Vernon." 
But though he tried again and again, he had no more suc­
cesses against Spain. 

The war continued with much disaster and no glory; the 
debt was augmented, and new taxes were imposed. The opposi­
tion of tories, jacobines, and stray whigs united, poured their 
bitterness upon \Valpole for the absence of success in that 
war which they had forced upon him; and at last, 9th of Feb­
ruary 1742, he had himself created Earl of Orford, and two 
days after resigned. 

It does not faU within our prescribed tract to follow the 
political history of the 18th century. After the fall of 
'Yalpole, all the chicanery and corruption which he had been 
guilty of was practised by the several prime ministers who 
succeeded him and one another, without one of them evincing 
a regard for, or seeming to have any comprehension of, those 
principles of commercial and industrial developement by which 
nations became powerful and respected. The whigs retained 
office, agreeing that the tories (from whom they only differed 
in liberality on the question of toleration to certain sects of 
dissenters) should not get in. They agreed in nothing else. 
Pitts, Pel hams, Rockinghams, Bedfords, Grenvilles, and Graf­
tons, contended for the chieftainship of office, but for that 
only. Those who were out cried for pf'ace when the minister 
who was in declared for war. When that minister, to have 
peace with them, would have given the world peace, they cried 
for war. When another got in on the principles of peace, and 
all the rest were crying out war, he would rather let them have 
war, and see aU Europe at war, than come willingly out to 
let them in. 

But, it was the natifJD from whom the ministers took their po­
licy. When the national voi0e was for peace, so were the 
ministers. When all classes and orders of men overlooked or 
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misunderstood the first princi~le8 ?f natio~al.wellbeing, beli.e~­
ing in the necess.ity for com~er?lal restrI.ctIOns an~ prohIbI­
tions between natIOns, and behevmg that If war crippled the 
commerce of those countries against which England warred, 
that England would be benefited; we. should rat~er laII!-e?t 
that the nation was so ignorant than rad at the cabmet mlms­
ters for being so vicious. 

ElECT. L.-MR SAMUEL RICHARDSON AND SIR MATHEW DECKER. 

Amid the errors and wilful wrongs of political rulers and the 
obstinate blindness of the industrial orders of every rank, from 
the merchant to the mechanic, there were a few far-seeing men, 
who now and again gave sparks of coming light to the blinded. 
Mr Richardson was a bookseller and publisher, a printer, a 
newspaper writer and proprietor, as well as a distinguished no­
velist. He was born in 1689 and died 1761. He is now known 
chiefly as the author of Pamella; but he was famous in his day 
for the printing and publishing office in Salisbury Court, Fleet 
Street, London. The "True Briton," "Da·ily Journal," and 
"Daily Gazetteer," were published by him. Men of rank, talent, 
and opulence associated with him. Onslow, speaker of the 
House of Commons, was one of them, Sir Mathew Decker, an 
eminent London merchant, was another. 

Little more is recorded of Decker than that he was a mer­
chant, and a thinker who thought on the principles of com­
merce differently from the other merchants of his time. He is 
known to have written several tracts, but Richardson, having 
written on the same subject, and having published for Decker 
-the latter withholding his name-there is some uncertainty 
as to which of them was the author of certain tracts. For 
this reason we have placed their namefl together. The follow­
ing are brief extracts :-

Trade cannot he forced nor prokihited.-" Trade cannot, 
will not be forced; let other nations prohibit by what 
severity they please, interest will prevail; they may embar­
rass their own trade, but cannot hurt a nation whose trade 
is free so much as themselves. Spain has prohibited our 
woollens; but, had a reduction of O'.lr taxes brought them to 
their natural value only, they would be the cheapest in Europe 
of their goodness, consequently must be more demanded by 
the Spaniards, be smuggled into their country in spite of their 
government, and sold at better prices; their people would be 
dearer clothed with duties and prohibitions than without, con­
sequently must sell their oil, wine, and other commodities 
dearer; whereby other nations, !aising the like growths, would 
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would gain ground upon them, and their balance of trade grow 
less and less. But should we, for that reason, prohibit their 
commodities ~ By no means; for the dearer they grow, no 
more than what are just necessary will be used; their prohi­
bition does their own business; some may be necessary for us; 
what are so we should not make dearer to our own people; 
some may be proper to assort cargoes for other countries, and 
why should we prohibit our people that advantage ~ Why hurt 
ourselves to hurt tlte Spaniards? If we would retaliate effectu­
ally upon them for their ill intent, handsome premiums given 
to our plantations to raise the same growth as Spain, might 
enable them to supply us cheaper than the Spaniards could do, 
and establish a trade they could never return. Premiums may 
gain trade, hut prohibitions wilt destroy it." But trade cannot 
be forced even by premiums. 

SECT. LI.-SIR JAMES STEWART, rATHER OF POLITICAL ECONOMY 

IN SCOTLAND. 

Scotland has had its share, perhaps more than its propor­
tion compared with other countries, of political and commer­
cial theorists. Though generally admitted to be sound in their 
theories, few of them, until very recently, were practically 
connected or acquainted with trade. Sir James Stewart, 
David Hume, Dr Adam Smith, Dr James Anderson, and 
Professor Dugald Stewart, are instances which readily occur 
to the memory. 

Until after the war, which ended in 1762, in the second year 
of George IlL, Scotland could hardly be said to have a foreign 
commerce, or any domestic manufactures sufficiently valuable 
to entitle the country to the distinction which in the 
19th century it has so well earned. Up to the time named 
it imported a few luxuries for its landed gentry and town 
bailies, but nothing for its people. The cause was its pover­
ty: except cattle, wool, and skins, the country had little to 
exchange. It furnished soldiers to the armies of Europe at 
any time, no matter for what country or for what cause, but 
though these might reduce the numbers of poor gentlemen, 
and of peasantry starving, but hardly poorer than the gentle­
men, their absence did not enrich their country. 

Several of the sovereigns at various times, and aspirants to 
sovereignty, proclaimed a free trade to all nations that would 
come and trade with Scotland. Eminent among these wag 
Sir William Wallace; but Scotland was an ill-furnished shop, 
and had so little to sell, shopkeepers quarrelling and warring 
so often, that few t.raders fOllnn it t.o their advantage to go 
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there, until Scotland was stocked with manufactures; then 
she made a trade which has grown and is growing every 
year. 

The union with England, effected in 1707, was, up to about 
the beginning of Scottish prosperity, (the accession of Geo~ge 
III.,) a subject of deep grievance in Scotland. As the Irl~h 
have continued to do since the union of Ireland to England III 
1800, fold their arms, mourn the loss of their legislature, and 
decline to do any good until it is restored to them, so did 
Scotland for fifty years. She thought better of the alliance in 
time, wiped her eyes, rose from her idleness, tucked. up her 
sleeves and began her work. Witness the results thIs day. 

Flet~her of Saltoun was the leading Scottish opponent of 
the union. In his nature he was intensely Scottish, in his 
politics eloque~tly patriotic; he was not lik~ly . to ~epict. 
the virtues of hIs country unfavourably. But Its mhabItants 
being only about one million at the time of the union, he has 
drawn such a picture of poverty and depravity as abounding 
among them, that if not corroborated by other authors and 
by tradition, might well be pronounced a calumny on "poor 
Scotland." Here is the picture (from a Discourse concerning 
the Affitirs of Scotland, published] 698.) 

" There are at this day in Scotland (besides a great many 
poor families very meanly provided for by the church boxes, 
with otlters 11'''0, ~'!I li l'inp on bad food, fall into various diseases) 
two hnndred thousand people begging from door to door. Thes€l 
are not only no way advantageous, but a very grievous burden 
to so poor a country, and though the number of them be, per­
haps, double to what it was formerly, bv reason of this present 
great distress," (the period from 1693 to"1700 was long known in 
Scotland as the "seven ill-years,") "yet in all times there 
have been about one hundred thousand of those vagabonds, 
who have lived without any regard or subjection either to the 
laws of the land or even those of God or nature." (He goes 
on to name incestuous and other horrible crimes as common 
among them.) "No magistrate could ever discover or be 
informed which way one in a hundred of those wretches died 
or that ever they were baptized. Many murders hav~ 
beon discovered amo?g them; and they are n?t only a most 
unspeakable opP!esslOn to I?~or tenants, (who, If they give not 
bread or some kmd of prOVISIon to perhaps forty such villains 
in one day, are sure to .be .insulted b~ them,) but they rob 
many poor people who bve m hou;zes dIstant from any neigh­
bourhood. In years of plenty, many thousands of them meet 
together in the mountains, where they feast and riot for many 
days; and at country weddings, markets, burials, and other 
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like public occasions, they are to be seen, both men and 
women, perpetually drunk, cursing, blaspheming, and fighting 
together." 

A t those times, and sixty years afterwards, the best land in 
the now celebrated agricultural counties of East and Mid 
Lothian, Berwickshire, .and Roxburghshire, was held by run­
dale; that is, a number of people rented the land in common, 
one having a ridge here, another a ridge there, and all the 
ground lying waste as soon as the summer corn crops were 
removed. In the management of land, its misculture and 
waste, and in the Rocial disorder of the poorest of the people, 
Ireland has nothing worse to allege against her union with 
England than that which Scotland had to allege and did 
allege against her union with England for nearly, if not 
quite, half a century. It was not the union, but an indisposi­
tion to take advantage of the benefits which the union con­
ferred on the national resources of the country, which kept 
Scotland so long poor and disorderly. 

In time there arose thinking and persevering practical men 
to direct the industrial energies of the Scottish peasantry who 
submitted to be directed by such men. Mr Dawson, a Ber­
wickshire farmer, introduced the turnip husbandry, and for a 
time was looked upon as an idle experimenter. He borrowed it 
from Norfolk, where it had been successfully introduced by 
Lord Townshend, brother-in-law, and for many years colleague, 
of Sir Robert Walpole. James Small, a Berwickshire cart­
wright, brought the model of a new plough from Rotherham, 
in Yorkshire, improved upon it, and introduced it to the use 
of the border counties. He had prejudice and ignorance to con­
tend against, but the cultivators of land soon saw its advantages. 
(See section 52, David Hume.) 

Lord Kames, an eminent lawyer, and also an agricultural 
improver, drew out an improved form of lease for tenant far­
mers, which, like the plough, was opposed by the old rundale 
tenantry; but it was at last adopted, is used to this day, and 
Scottish corn and cattle grow and feed to the highest excel­
lence, where thistles, bogs, beggary, and pestilence prevailed 
before. 

Next there arose in Scotland political economists; the first 
of whom was 

SIR JAMES STEWART OF COLTNESS. 

This gentleman was born on the 10th of October 17] 3. He 
was the son of Sir James Stewart, Baronet, Solicitor-general 
for Scotland, (under QUBen Anne and George I.,) by Anne, 
daughter of Sir H ugh Dalrymple, president of the Court of 
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Session. The father of the Solicitor-general was Sir James 
Stewart, Lord-advocate under William IlL, whose father was 
Sir James Stewart, provost of Edinburgh from 1648 to 1660, 
a descendant of the Banhill branch of the family of Stewarts. 

The subject of this memoir spent his earliest years at Good­
trees, now Moredun, a seat of his father, near Edinburgh. 
At the school of North Berwick he received the elementary 
part of his education, and it was afterwards completed at the 
University of Edinburgh, whither he went at the age of 
fourteen. A t that institution, after going through a compl~te 
course of languages and sciences, he studied the civil law,. with 
the occasional assistance of Mr Hercules Lindsay, an emlDent 
civilian, and subsequently profess~r of t~at depart~ent i? tpe 
University of Glasgow. From hiS earlIest years hiS abilIties 
appeared rather of a solid and permanent than of a dazzling 
nature. At the early age just mentioned he succeeded his 
father in the baronetcy and the estates connected with it, which 
were of moderate extent and value. 

On the complotion of his legal studies at the University of 
Edinburgh, Sir James went to the bar, (1734,) but without 
any intention of prosecuting the law as a profession. Ho 
soon aftcr set out upon a tour of the continent, where he 
formed an acquaintance with the Duke of Ormond, the Earl 
Marischal, and other exiled Jacobite chiefs. The family 
from which he descended had been conspicuous for its attach­
ment to the popular cause for a century; but Sir James ap­
pears to have bcen converted by these nobles from his original 
Whig principles. Having permitted himself to be introduced 
by them to Prince Charles Stewart at Rome, he received such 
civilities from that scion of expatriated royalty, as hadamaterial 
effect upon the tenor of his future life. He returned to his 
native country in 1740, with many accomplishments, which 
added brilliancy to his character, but an unsettled tone of 
mind, which he afterwarrls greatly regretted. 

Among the intimate friends of Sir James at this period of 
his life was Mr Alexander Trotter, the father of one of the 
present bnd-proprietors of Mid-Lothian. Mr Trotter was cut 
off i~ early life; an~, duri~g his bst illness, made a promise 
to Sil' .J ames, that, If pOSSible, he would come to him after 
his death, in an enclosure near the house of Coltness which 
in summer had been frequently their place of study. 'It was 
agreed, in order to prevent mistake or misapprehension that 
the hour of meeting should be noon; that Mr Trotter shOUld 
appear in the dress he usually wore, and that every other 
circumstance should be exactly conformable to what had 
commonly happened when they met together. Sir .Tames laid 
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greater stress on this engagement than sound reason wili 
warrant. Both before and after his exile, he never failed, 
when it was in his power, to attend at the place of appoint­
ment, even when the debility arising from gout rendered him 
hardly able to walk. Every day at noon, while residing at 
Coltness, he went to challenge the promise of Mr Trotter, 
and always returned extremely disappointed that his expect­
ation of his friend's appearance had not been gratified. 
When rallied on the subject, he always observed seriously, 
that we do not know enough of "the other world" to entitle 
us to assume that such an event as the reappearance of Mr 
Trotter was impossible. We fear, however, that the most of 
those who peruse this narrative will be inclined to class this 
anecdote with the" follies of the wise." 

In the course of his travels, Sir James had formed an inti­
macy with Lord Elcho, who, conceiving in the warmth of 
youthful friendship that the young baronet would be able to 
gain the affections of his sister, Lady Frances 'Vemyss, car­
ried him to Cedar Hall, in the north of Scotland, where that 
young lady was residing with the Countess of Sutherland. 

As Elcho expected, Sir James gained the heart of Lady 
Frances; and, after some scruples on the part of her rela­
tions had been overcome, they were married in October 1743, 
at Dunrobin Castle, the lady bringing her husband what 
was then considered a very handsome fortune, namely, six 
thousand pounds. A pair more elegant, more amiable, and 
more accomplished, is rarely seen. Their union was blessed 
in August 1744 by the birth of their son, the late Sir 
James Stewart, who was for many years the principal object 
of their care. 

The subject of our memoir had joined the opposition party, 
and in the year last named he had an unpleasant collision with 
the family of Dundas, which was then beginning to take a 
leading part in Scottish politics. A claim preferred by him 
to be enrolled amongst the freeholders of Mid-Lothian was 
refused, and for this he raised an action against Dundas of 
Arniston, then one of the senators of the College of Justice. 
in the course of the judicial proceedings, Sir James pleaded 
his cause in so masterly a manner, that Lord Arniston 
descended from the bench and defended himself at the bar. 
The cause was given against the young advocate; and this, 
no doubt, conspired, with other circumstances, to prepare 
him for the step he took in the subsequent year. 

Sir James was residing in Edinburgh, in attendance upon 
Lady Frances, who was then in a state of ill health, when 
Prince Charles, at the head of his Highland army, took POB-
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session orthe city. Among the principal adherents of the young 
~l<henturer was Lord Elcho, the brother-in-law and bosom 
friend of Sir James Stewart, the latter, with the Earl of 
Buchan who had married one of his sisters, formed the wish 
of being introduced to Prince Charles, but without ~ledging 
themselves to join his standard. They, therefore, mduced 
Lord Elcho to seize them at the cross of Edinburgh, and con­
duct them, apparently as prisoners, into the pr~sence of the 
Prince. Being brought into an ante-chamber III Holyrood 
House, their friends proceeded to inform his Royal. Highness of 
their arrival, and of the circumstances under WhICh they ap­
proached him, when Charles, with great dignity, refused to s~e 
them in any other character than as avowed adherents of his 
cause; when Elcho returned with this intelligence, the Earl 
of Buchan took his leave, while Sir James, a man infinitely 
excelling that nobleman in intellect, proceeded to offer his 
services to the young Chevalier. He was fortunately saved 
from the ultimate perils of the campaign by being immediately 
despatched on a mission to the French court, where he was at 
the time of the Battle of Culloden. The penalty of his rash­
ness was an exile of nearly twenty years, being, though not 
attained, among the exceptions from the act of indemnity. 

Till the year 176:3, when George III. pcrmitted him to 
return home, Sir James Stewart resided abroad with his 
family, cmploying his leisure in those studies which he after­
"'ards embodied in his works. He spent the greater part of 
the period of his exile in the town of Angouleme, where he 
became intimately acquainted with the French finance system, 
through a body of counsellors of the parliament of Paris, who 
were banished to that town for nearly the space of two years. 
Sir James also spent some time at Frankfort, at Spa, at 
Yenice, and at Padua. When in Germany, he and his lady 
were received with extraordinary marks of favour at the court 
of Wirtemburg, Baden, Dourlach, and Hohenzollern. At 
Venice, in 1758, he and Lady Frances had the good fortune 
to form a friendship with the celebrated Lady Mary","' ortley 
Montagu, who. till the end of her life, corresponded frequently 
with both, and gave them and their son many proofs of her 
affection: a series of her Ladyship's letters to Sir James and 
Lady Frances were printed at Greenock, under the care of 
the present Sir James, in 1818. Though exiled from Britain 
on account of disloyalty to the Hanove'r dynasty, Sir James 
Stewart never entertained a disloyal feeling towards his 
country. On the contrary, the enthusiasm with which he 
rejoiced in the successps of the British arms during the 
seven years' war, led to his falling under the suspicion of the 
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French court; and, while rpsiding at Spa. in a neutral terri­
tory, a large body of troops was sent to apprehend him and 
convey him to prison, in the duchy of Luxemburg. It was 
not for many months that he succeeded in convincing the 
French government of its error or regained his liberty. 

The first work published by Sir James was a volume which 
appeared at Frankfort sur Ie Main in 1758, under the title of 
" Apologie du Sentiment de Monsieur Ie Chevalier Newton, 
sur l'ancienne Chronologie des Grecs, con tenant des reponses 
a toutes les objections qui y ont ete faites jusqu' a present.' 
In the same year, while settled at Tubingen, in Germany, he 
produced his" Treatise on German Coin;' in the German lan­
guage. It was followed, in 176], by 'A Dissertation on the 
Doctrine and Principles of Money, as applipd to the German 
Coin;" and, in the same year, he so far made his peace with the 
British government, as to obtain a cornetcy in the Royal or 
1st regiment of Drllgoons. At the peace of Paris, 1763, he 
was tacitly permitted to return home and resume possession 
of his estates. It was in retirement at Coltness that he pro­
bably put the last hand to his" Inquiry into the PrinCIples of 
Political Economy," which was published in 1767, in two 
volumes quarto. Messrs Miller and Cadell gave five hundred 
pounds for the copyright of this work, the merits of which 
were at the time a subject of considerable dispute. It hal', at 
least, the merit of having been the first considerable work on 
this subject published in Britain, being about nine years ante­
cedent to the work of Dr Smith in 1769. Sir James puhlished, 
under the assumed name of Robert Frame, "Considerations 
on the Interests of the County of Lanark." By the interest 
of his friends he now obtained a full pardon, which passed 
the great seal in 1771; and in the year following he printed 
" The Principles of Money applied to the present state of the 
Coin of Bengal." He also wrote "A Plan for introducing 
an Uniformity of Weights and Measures,"which was published 
after his death. He afterwards puhlished "Observations on 
Beattie's Essay on Truth;" "Critical Remarks on the Atheis­
tical Falsehoods of Mirabaud's System of Nature;' and" A 
Dissertation concerning the Motives of Obedience to the Law 
of God:" It is supposed that the ardour and assiduity with 
which he pursued his studies proved detrimental to his health. 
An inflammation, commencing with a toe-nail too nearly cut, 
put an end to his valuable life on the 26th of November 1780. 
His remains were interred in the family vault at Cambusne­
than Church, and a monument has been ~rected to his memory 
in Westminster Abbey. Sir James Stewart was a man of 
extensive and varied powers of mind; cheerful and animated 



160 FREU TRADE AND THE LEAGUE. 

in conversation; amiable in all the domestic relations of life; 
and unlike several other eminent men of that age, was able 
to prosecute philosophical inquiries without abandoning the 
faith of a Christian. His works were published, with a me­
moir, by his son, in 1806, occupying six volumes.-(On.ambers' 
Lives 0/ Eminent Scotchmen,) 

SECT. LlI.-DAVID HUME. 

In the middle of the ] 9th century we cannot correctly 
estimate the effect of the political and commercial essays of 
David Hume, as no change of legislative policy indicates that 
they took effect. They were published at a time when any 
act of outrage upon the commerce of countries with which 
England was at war was popular with the English nation, and 
when it must have been hazardous for a literary politician to 
give an opinion in favour of free trade with France. Never­
theless, the ablest of Hume's essays are devoted to the advo­
cacy ot free intercourse with France, and to the exposition of 
our bad bargain with Portugal, which bound us not to trade 
with our nearest and richest neighbours. Hume's authority 
as a historian on matters of trade, and as a sound political 
thinker, was quoted by Adam Smith. He was the first his­
torian who traced the facts and brought them before the 
public view prominently, that as manufactures and commerce 
increased in all countries so did the comforts and contented­
ness of the people, and so also did popular freedom and good 
government. He was unkind to the Whigs who had so long 
governed the country, made and unmade its sovereigns, de­
clared wars, taxed the people, and divided enormous public 
spoil among themselves in the name of upholding civil and 
reli,e;ious liberty, and he was by them unkindly treated and 
evil spoken of in return . 

• , Our jealousy and hatred of France," he says, in his" Essay 
o?" tIle Balance of Tra~e," "are without.bounds. These pas­
sIOns have occaSIOned mnumerable barrIers and obstructions 
on commerce where we are commonly accused of being the 
aggressors. But what have we gained by the bargain? We 
lost the French market for our woollen manufactures, and 
transferred the commerce of wine to Spain and Portugal, 
where we buy mu~h worse liquor at a mu~h higher price. 
There are few EnglIshmen who would not thmk their country 
absolutely ruined were French wines sold in England so 
cheap, and in such abundance, as to supplant ale and other 
home-brewed liquors. Hut, could we lay aside prejudice, it 
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would not be difficult to prove that nothing could be more 
innocent, perhaps more advantageous. Each new acre of 
vineyard planted in France in order to supply England with 
wine would make i~ necessary for the French to take an 
equivalent in English goods, by the sale of which we should be 
equally benefited." 

David Hume was a younger son of the Humes of Nine­
wells, in Berwickshire, Scotland, and was born at Edinburgh 
in ] 711. At an early age he was sent to Bristol with some 
undefined purpose of being connected with commerce. Hav­
ing a small allowance from the family property, which, with 
frugality, was enough to keep him in a condition of existence 
suited to austere philosophy, he proceeded to France with it, 
ate and drank sparingly and philosophized deeply-too deeply 
for the limited range of the human understanding it is to be 
feared. He seems, however, to have rendered his metaphy­
sics agreeable, if not intelligible, to himself, which is probably 
as much as most other metaphysicians have done. He thought 
fit to publish, but the world did not think fit to read what he 
published. This was in 1738. He says in his autobiography, 
"I immediately went down" (from London) "to my mother 
and my brother, who lived at his country house, and was em­
ploying himself very judiciously and successfully in the im­
provement of his fortune." In other words, the brother was, 
to his own benefit, the benefit of Berwickshire, and the honour 
of agriculture in Scotland, reclaiming the estate of Ninewells 
from bog, thistles, occupation by rundale, and all the other ills 
which Scottish land was covered with, and its owners were 
heirs to, in the first half of the 18th century. In David's 
day, when he had become famous and rich by his writings and 
other windfalls, and was writing his autobiography, it was un­
fashionable, and long after continued so to be, for country 
gentlemen to devote their time to the business of digging, 
ditching, fencing, and draining the acres of wilderness be­
queathed by their mail-clad forefathers. David seems to have 
been ashamed to say broadly what he found his brother doing 
when he went down to see him just after the first attempt at 
improving his own fortune. David, to make a hook that would 
sell and bring him a profit, took the mysteries of our spiritual 
nature, turned them upside down, dug, ditched, trenched, 
fenced, furrowed up, and sowed his seed-the whole work a 
sterile idealism; and he left the ground as he found it, bar­
ren, thistly, mirey-mirey as the lower lands of Ninewells, 
thistly and stoney and barren as the higher were. David gave 
the world nothing in his metaphysics which it did not possess 
before, and it gave him nothing for his metaphysics in return. 
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But his brother to make a {arm that would bring forth corn, 
and have fat wo'ollv sheep upon it, and give him a profit 
in rent, dug into th~ mire, turned .the earth upside down, and 
gave fertility, greennes.~, bloom, rIpeness, and beauty to the 
blank cold clay. All the ideal philosophy of all speculating 
metaphysicians who existed before David's time or since, 
includinO' his own, never elicited so much truth, developed so 
man v of the divine laws of nature, exalted man so high in 
being, duty, and destiny, as that single performance of David's 
brother; covering as it did the waste with growing wheat and 
bleating' sheep, lowing cows, singing maidens, with larks above 
their heads, clover beneath their feet, and sookisoos on the 
clover, and gowans on the green. where no green was before; 
rearing the hedgerows as it did, where bleakness and un­
peopled bogs were, high and thick, to keep the flocks within 
and the storms without in winter, leafy and bloomy for birds' 
nests and the whispers of shepherds' love in summer; filling 
the barnyards as it did with large, round, bountiful stacks; 
giving in the barn as it did the kerne of merry music, dancing 
feet and happy voices; yielding as it did from the oaten crops, 
(reaped where hungry herons not long before fished for frogs, 
and where ague and hunger contended against the lives of 
men) the generous melder of brose-meal, that hinds and 
shepherds might be reverent in grace over well-filled bickers 
and well read Bibles. Such was the work performed on the 
Ninewells estate by David's brother to " improve his fortune;'" 
while poor David tried to improve mankind and his fortune 
by treading, and digging, and sinking in metaphysical bogs, 
bringing forth no element of life, no fertilitv, greenness, or 
bloom! no sentiment for human sympathy, • 

David proceeded from the literature of mystery to the lite­
rature of fact and of things familiar. He published "Poli­
tical Discourses," as he tells ,us, in Edinburgh, in 1752, and 
they sold successfull,Y. I,n tIme he proceeded to history, 
treated men and men s actIOns of the past as his brother did 
his share of the boggy Merse; and laid the rank weeds 
political adventure and chicanery, in their proper places, th~ 
bottom of the trench. In 1745 he attended the younO' Mar­
quis of Annandale as friend and tutor. This added so~ething 
to his fortune, "I then," he says, "received an invitation 
f~0!ll Gen?ral St Clair to attend him as secretary to his expe­
ditIon whICh was at first meant against Canada but ended in 
an incursion on the coast of France." , 

An incursion on the coast of France. As usual this incur­
sion ended in more ~ebt t~ England, more exasper~tion on the 
part of France for Its ships destroyed, houses burned, vine-
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yards laid waste; and in more hatred on the part of England 
towards France for .that exasperation, for the debt incurred, 
with no other returns. It is probable that it was then, 1746, 
that Hume began that philosophy of common sense which in 
his political discourses he laid before the world in 1752, 
which common sense, as regards the relationship of England 
and France, we have briefly quoted. 

In 1747 he proceeded with General St Clair, as secretary, on 
a military embassy to the court of Turin, and \\ore the uni~ 
form of an officer. "My appointments, with my frugality, had 
made me reach a fortune which I called independent, though 
most of my friends were inclined to smile when I said so." 
Hume's History of En.qland was published at various times, 
the concluding volume in 1759. The profits of his works now, 
he says, rendered him not only "independent Lut opulent." 
In 1763 he accompanied the Earl of Hertford's embassy to 
Paris, and received much attention there, not only for his lite­
rary fame, but for the generous sentiments which he had ex­
pressed for the French people and French interests in his 
writings. Had his enlightened sentiments been reciprocated 
in both countries, what treasure, what human life might have 
been saved, what happiness promoted! what crimes prevented! 
On the departure of the Earl of Hertford to assume the Lord 
Lieutenancy of Ireland in 1766, 1\11' Hume remained in Paris 
as Cltarge d'Affaires until the arrival of the Duke of Richmond, 
the new ambassador. In 1767 he was appointed an under 
secretary of state. But he retired to Edinburgh in 1769. 
where he remained, and. lived in the society of the learned and 
the philosophic luminaries of that period until his death, which 
occurred on the 25th of August 1776. He was attended ill his 
last moments by his constant friend, Dr Adam Smith, whose 
Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the lrealtl~ of Nations 
was published about the same time. Adam Smith must have 
derived an advantage from his friendly intercourse, long exist­
ing, with David Hume. 

SECT. LIII.-THE REV. JOSIAH TUCKER OF BRISTOL. 

This eminent divine and political essayist wrote both before 
the publication of Smith's Wealth of Nations and after. A 
bold and original thinker, he ventured to declare the theory 
which in our day we have seen verified in practice, namely, 
that our trade, our profits, and our friendship, have in­
creased with the American people since they ceased to be our 
colonists. 
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Josiah Tucker was born at Laugharn in Carmarthenshire 
in 171 2. His father was a farmer, and having a small estate 
left him near Aberystwith in Cardiganshire, he re!ll0ved 
thither, and perceiving that his son had a turn for learnmg, he 
Bent him to Ruthin school in Denbighshire, where he made so 
great progress in the classics that he obtained an exhibition 
at St John's College, Oxford. At the age of twenty-th:ee ~e 
entered into holy orders, and served a curacy for some tIme III 
Gloucestershire. About] 737 he became curate of St Stephen's 
Church, Bristol, and was appointed minor canon in the cathe­
dral of that city. Here he attracted the notice of Dr Joseph 
Butler, then bishop of Bristol and afterwards of Durham, who 
appointed Tucker his domestic chaplain. By the interest of 
this prelate he also obtained a prebendal stall in the cathed.ral 
of BriHtol; and, on the death of Mr Catcott-well known by 
his treatise on the deluge-he became rector of St Stephen's. 
The inhabitants of that parish consist chiefly of merchants and 
trade;;men-a circumstance which greatly aided his natural 
inclination for commercial and political studies. 

When the famous bill was brought into the House of 
Commons, for the naturalization of the Jews, Tucker took a 
decided part in favour of the measure, and was indeed its most 
able advocate; but for this he was severely attacked in pam­
phlets, newspapers, and magazines; and the people of Bristol 
burned his effigy, together with his letters on behalf of natur­
alization. But !Ill' Seward says, his being burned in effigy 
was occasioned by an essay he wrote in support of the Hessians 
who came to settle in England. In 1753 he published an able 
pamphlet on the Turkey trade, in which he demonstrates the 
evils that result to trade in general from chartered com­
panies. At this period Lord Clare, afterwards Earl Nugent, 
was returned to parliament for Bristol, an honour he obtained 
chiefly through the strenuous exertions of Mr Tucker, whose 
influepce in his large and wealthy parish was almost decisive 
on such an occasion. In return for this favour, the Earl pro­
cured for him the deanery of Gloucester, in 1758, at which 
time he took his degree of D.D. So great was the reputation 
he had now acquired for co~mercial knowledge, that Dr 
Thomas Hayter, afterwards bIshop of London, who was then 
t~tor to G~orge I,u., 3;pplied to Tucker to ?raw up a disserta­
tIOn on th~s subject for the perusal of hIS royal pupil. It 
was accordmgly done, and gave great satisfaction. 'This work, 
under the title of "The Elements of Commerce" was printed 
in quarto, but never published. Dr Warburton however 
who, after having been member of thfl same chapte~ with th~ 
dean at Bristol, became bishop of Gloucester, thought very 
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differently from thp. rest 0f' ~anldnd in respect of his t.alents 
and favourite pursuits, and said once, in his coarse manner, 
that "his dean's trade was religion, and religion his trade." 
The dean once remarked, in allusion to the coolness which 
subsisted between him and \Varburton, "The bishop affects 
to consider me with contempt; to which I replied nothing. 
He has said that religion is my trade, and trade is my 
religion. Commerce and its connections have, it is true, 
been favourite objects of my attention, and where is the crime? 
And as for religion, I have attended carefully to the duties of 
my parish; nor have I neglectf'o my cathedral. The world 
knows something of me as a writer on religioufl subjects; and 
I will add, which the world dues not know, that I have writ­
ten ncar three hundred sermons, and preached them all, 
again and again. My heart is at ease on that score, and my 
conscience, thank God, does not accuse me." 

In 17/1, when a strong attempt was made to procure an 
abolition of subscriptions to the thirty-nine articles, Dr Tucker 
came forward as an advocate for them; he admitted, how­
ever, that some reformation of the liturgy was wanted, and 
instanced particularly the Athanasian creed, which he consid­
ered as too scholastic and refined for a popular confession of 
faith. About this time he pubiished "Directions for Travel­
lers," in which he lays down excellent rules, by which gentlemen 
who visit foreign countri'3s may not only improve their minds, 
but turn their observations to the benefit of their own native 
country. This has become extremely scarctl, but there is a 
part of it reprinted in Berchald's " Essay to Direct the Inquir­
ies of Travellers." 

In 1772, the dean printed a small volume of sermons, in 
which he explains his views of the doctrines of election and 
justification, in reference to a very violent dispute then carried 
on between the Calvinistic and the Arminian Methodists, the 
former headed by Messrs Toplady and Hill, and the latter by 
the Messrs Wesleys and Fletcher. The year following, he pub­
lished" Letters to the Rev. Dr Kippis, wherein the claim of the 
Church of England to an authority in matters of faith, and to 
a power of decreeing rites and ceremonies, is discussed and 
ascertained," &c. 

When the dispute arose between Great Britain and the 
American colonies, the dean was an attentive observer of the 
contest, examining the affair with a very different eye from 
that of a party man or an interested merchant, and discover­
ed, as he conceived, that both sides would be benefited by an 
absolute separation. 'l'he more he thought on this subject, the 
more he was persuaded that extensive colonies were an evil 
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rather than an advantaCTp' to anv commercial nation. On this 
principle therefore he "published his "Thoughts upon the 
Dispute between th'e Mother Oountry and America." He de­
monstrated that the latter coul(l not be conquered, and that, if 
it could, the purchase would be dearly ~ought. He .warned this 
country against commencing a war wIth the colomes! and ::d­
vised that they should be left to themselves. ~hIS adVIce 
startled all parties and the dean was generally conSIdered as It 
sort ofmadl1lan, ",1;0 had rambled out of his proper line ofprofes­
sion to commence political quack. Our author, however, went 
on vindicating and enforcing his favourite system, in spite of all 
the obloquy with which it was treated, both in the senate and 
from the press. As the war proceeded, some intelligent per­
sons 1,C'!:!:an to see more truth and reason in his sentiments, 
and tin~e demonstrated that he was right. He printed seve­
raj essays in the newpapers, under the title of Cassandra. 

When the terrors of an invasion were very prevalent in 
1779, the dean circulated, in a variety of periodical publica­
tions, some sensible observations in order to quiet the fears 
of the people. He states, at length, and with great accuracy, 
the numerous difficulties that must attend the attempt to 
invade this country, and the still greater ones that must be 
encountered by the invaders after their landing. 'l'hose obser­
vations were reprinted, with good effect, in the course of the 
late war. In'1781; he published, what he had printed long 
before, "A Treatise on Civil Government," in which his prin­
cipal design is to counteract the doctrines of the celebrated 
Locke and his followers. This book made a considerable 
noise, and was attacked by several of the beRt writers on the 
democratic Ride of the question. The year following, he closed 
his political career with a pamphlet entitled "Cui Bono?" in 
which he balances the profits and loss of each of the belliger­
ant powers, and recapitulates all his former positions on -the 
subject of war and colonial possessions. His publications 
after this period consist of some tracts on the commercial 
regulations of Ireland, on the exportation of woollens and on 
the iron trade. . ' 

In 1777, he published seventeen practical sermons, in one 
vol. 8vo: ~fter he resigned his rectory in Bristol, he resided 
mostly III Gloucester. He died of the gradual decays of age 
November 4th, 1799, and was interred in the south transept 
of Gloucester Cathedral, where a monument has been erected 
to his met~lOry. It should be recorded to his praise, that 
though enJoymg but a very moderate preferment-for, to a 
man of no paternal est~te, or other ecclesiastical dignity, the 
deanery of Gloucester IS no very advantageous siLuation- he 
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was, llotwitnstanaing, a iioeral benetactor to several public 
institutions, and a distingUIshed patron of merit. A bout 1790 
he thought of resigning his x-ertory in Brist.ol, and, without 
communicating his design to any other person, he applied to 
the chancellor, in whose gift it is, for leave to quit it in favour 
of his curate, a most deserving man with a large family. His 
Lordship was willing enough that he should give up the living, 
but refused him the liberty of nominating his successor. On 
this the dean resolved to hold the living himself, till he could 
find a fit opportunity to succeed in his object. After weighing 
the matter more deliberately, he communicated his wish to 
his parishioners, and ad"ised them to draw up a petition to 
the chancellor in favour of the curate. This was accordingly 
done, and signed by all of them, without any exception either 
on the part of the dissenters or others. The chancellor, 
touched wi':.h this t~stimony of love between a clergyman and 
his people, yielded at last to the application: in consequence 
of which the dean cheerfully resigned the living to a successor 
well qualified to tread in his steps. 

The following extracts will testify to the quality of Dean 
Tucker's politics and philosophy. They are from a work pub­
lished in 1774. 

"A war," says he, "whether crowned with victory or 
branded with defeats, can never prevent another nation from 
being more industrious than you are; and if they are more 
industrious, they wiII sell cheaper, and consequently your 
former customers wiII forsake your shop and go to theirs, 
though you covered the ocean with Heets and the land with 
armies. In short, the soldier may lay waste, the privateer, 
whether successful or unsuccessful, will make poor; but it is 
the eternal law of Providence, that the hand of tIle diligent 
alone can make 7·ich. 

" The greater industry of different nations enables them to 
be so much the better customers, to improve in a friendly 
intercourse, and to be a mutual benefit to each other. A 
private shopkeeper would certainly wish that his customers 
did improve in their circumstances rather than go behind hand, 
because every such improvement would probably redound to 
his advantage. 'Vhere then can be the wisdom in the public 
shopkeeper, or trading people, to endeavour to make the 
neighbouring states and nations, that are his customers, so 
very poor as not to bo able to trade with him ~" 
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SECT. LlV.-THE EC,ON'):\lISTS OF FIt<\NCE AND ITALY REFORE 

ADAIIl S;lUTH. 

Previous to the time of AJam Smith, the languages of 
Fl'am'c and Italy had become. the l~nguage of political ~co­
lJomy; but, except in theoretICal philosophy, t.he economical 
doctrines were not recognised. The economists were not 
a<rreed in theory. Statistics which have since solved so many 
d~ubtful problems were at that time the most .uncertain ?~ all 
the facts. In procceding to enumerate the writers. on pohtlCal 
economy who, out of Britain, precedcd Adam Smith, we may 
cite a definition of the science itself. 

" The word economy, applied to domestic concerns, means 
the art of well admini4ering the private affairs of a family, of 
regulating its expenditure according to its income, and pro­
vidin .. for the wants of the members of the household. By 
analo~ry, political or 'public' economy has heen considered by 
man/'as conversant about the principles of administering the 
wuaith of a country with a view to its increase, regulating the 
expenditure, provilling for the wants of tho people, and endea­
vourinO" to maintain and increase their comforts. But by 
taking" such an extensive view of the subject, most writers, 
and especially continental writers, have considered it necessary 
tu inve,;tigate all the causes of the prosperity of nations, and 
have involved themselves in multifarious discussions on the 
various forms of government and of civil institutions which are 
supposed to affect the economical condition of a people. By 
so doing they have encroached upon the science of general 
politics and legislation, and have brought forward their own 
theories of laws, ethics, and administration, with the view of 
shewing their influence on the social state. But it is evident 
that such a vast field of inquiry must exceed the powers of 
any single writer, and that the attempt to embrace so many 
difficult and various subjects under on: division of knowledge, 
tends to confuse rather than to elUCIdate. ~fodern writers, 
especially in England, have therefore limited their inquiries to 
the principles which govern the production and accumulation 
of wealth, and its distribution and consumption. The' Wealth 
of Nations' was the title which Adam Smith gave to his work. 
In this consists the main difference between the modern Eng­
lish and the Italian and French economists. The latter 
maintain that the political economist is concerned not only 
with the aggregate production of wealth, but with its most 
beneficial distribution among individuals, not only with wealth, 
in short, but with happiness also. The modern English writ-
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ers, on the contrary, say that the appropriate subject of the 
political economist is not happiness, but wealth; that wealth 
is confined to material objects, the produce of land and of in­
dustry; that the political economist who assumes to explain 
the phenomena of the production of wealth ought to lay down 
the general principles on which wealth is produced, as they 
are deducible from actual facts; it is the business of the 
statesman, the philosopher, or the politician, to say what he 
thinks best for the general prosperity of society, after he has 
examined the evidence of the political economist, which is an 
essential part of the evidence, but not the sole evidence to be 
attended to in the conduct of a nation's affairs. But here the 
English economists also seem to be divided among themsclve8. 
Some appear to think that the principles of political economy, 
as the term is understood by them, may be deduced with tl'l:l 
certainty of mathematical demonstration, whilst oth('r~ assert 
that there are many important propositions in political eco­
nomy which require limitations and exceptions. 'The desire 
to simplify and generalize has occasioned an unwillingness to 
acknowledge the operation of more causes than one in the 
production of. particular effects; and if one cause would ac­
count for a considerable portion of a certain class of pheno­
mena, the whole has been ascribed to it without sufficient rlt­
tention to the facts which would not admit of being so saivcd.' 

" Malthus quotes the controversy on the bullion question as 
an instance of this kind of error. He afterwards goes on to 
say, 'Adam Smith has stated that capitals are increased hy p:1r­
simony, that every frugal man is a public benefactor, (Wealth 
of Nations, b. ii., c. 3,) and that the increase of wealth depends 
upon the balance of produce above consumption, (b. iv., c. :l.) 
That these propositions are true to a great extent is perfectly 
unquestionable. No com;iderable and continued increase of 
wealth could possibly take place without that degrce of fru­
gality which occasions annually the conversion of some revenue 
into capital, and creates a balance of produce above consump­
tion; but it is quite obvious that they are not true to an in­
definite extent, and that the principle of saving. pushed to ex­
cess, would destroy the motive to production. If every person 
was satisfied with the simplest food, the poorest e1othing, and 
the meanest house, it is certain that no other sort of food, 
clothing, and lodging would be in existence; and as there 
would be no adequate motive to the proprietors of land to 
cultivate well, not only the wealth derived from conveniences 
and luxuries would be quite at an end, but, if the same divi­
sion of land continued, the production of food would be pre­
maturely checked, and population would come to a stand long 
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before the soil had been well cultivated. If consnmption exceed 
production, the capital of the country must be .diminished, 
and its wealth must be gradually destroyed, from Its want of 
power to produce; if production be in a great excess above 
consumption, the motive to accumulate and produce must 
cease from a want of will to consume. The two extremes are 
oL\'ious; and it follows that there must be some intermediate 
point, though the resources of political economy may not be 
able to ascertain it, whereby, taking into consideration both 
the power to produce and the ,,?U to consume, the eIl:c~u.rage­
ment to the increase of wealth IS the greatest. The dIVISIOn of 
landed property presents another obvious instance of the same 
kind. No person has ever for a moment doubted that t~e 
division of such immense tracts of land as were formerly III 
possession of the great feudal proprietors must be favourable 
to industry and production. It is equally difficult to doubt 
that a division of landed property may be carried to such an 
extent as to destroy all the benefits to be derived from the 
accumulation of capital and the division of labour, and to 
occasion the most extended poverty. There is here then a 
point, as well as in the other instance, though we may not 
know how to place it, where the division of property is best 
suited to the actual circumstances of the society, and calcu­
lated to give the best stimulus to production and to the in­
crease of wealth and population.' (Malthus, Introduction.) 

" We cannot enter into a full examination of the principles of 
political economy; but we shall state a few general proposi­
tions which are universally acknowledged as true :-1. Every 
man desires to obtain additional wealth with as little trouhle 
to himself as possible. 2. The increase of population is limited 
either by physical or moral evil, or by prUdential motives. 8. 
The powers of labour, and of the other instruments which pro­
duce wealth, may be indefinitely increased by using their pro­
ducts as the means of further production. 4. Agricultural 
produce is not susceptible of the same unlimited increase as 
man~factures. The princi'p~l topics discussed by political eco­
nomIsts are :-1, the defillltlOn of wealth; 2, of productive and 
unproductive labour; 8, on the nature and measures of value' 
4, on ~he rent of land; 5, the wages of labour; 6, the profit; 
of c~pltal; 7, the results of machinery; 8, the circulating 
medIUm or currency; 9, the nature and conditions of com­
merce, or exchange of commodities. 

" The. earlier Italian writers on commerce treat exclusively of 
money,. Its standard, a~d the evils of tampering with it. Gas­
paro Scaruffi of ReggIO, near Modena, wrote in 1579 'Dis­
corso Bopra Ie Monete, e della vera proporzion~ fra r or~ e l'ar-
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gento.' In 1588, Bernardo Davanzati of Florence wrote a 
short treatise, 'Sulle Monete,' and another 'Sui Cambj,' or 
, The Exchanges.' Antonio Serra, a native of Cozensa in 
Calabria, published, in 1613, ' Breve Trattato delle Cause che 
possono far abbondare i Regni d'Oro e d'Argento.' Looking 
upon gold and silver as constituting the wealth of a state, 
Serra investigates the means of making them flow abundantly 
into a country. Among these means he reclwns manufac­
tures, ' which afford a much greater return than agriculture;' 
and maritime commerce. But' these means,' adds Serra, 
are of no avail without fixed laws, order, and security for per­
sons and property; for there can be no prosperity where thero 
are continual changes of dynasties and laws.' This shews 
that Serra, considering the afre and country in which he lived, 
had formed some correct and extended notions of political 
economy. His book, however, remained unnoticed, and the 
author, being implicated, as it seems, in some conspiracy 
against the Spanish rulers of Naples, was imprisoned for ten 
years, and underwent the torture saven times. It is not known 
when and where he died. Turbolo of Naples wrote several 
treatises on the coinage and the state of money in the king­
dom of Naples: 'Discorsi e Relazione sulle Monete del Regno 
di Napoli,' 1616, 1618, 1623, and 16~!). Geminiano ::\lonta­
nari of Modena, published, in 1680, 'Trattato Mercantile delle 
Monete,' and afterwards, 'Trattato del Val ore delle Monete 
in tutti gli Stati,' in which he lays down sound principles for 
regulating the coinage. 

"In France, the minister Colbert was a great promoter of 
the mercantile system in all its exclusiveness, and the prin­
ciples of that system continued to prevail in France after his 
death till the time of Quesnay. Pierre Ie Pesant, Seigneur 
de Bois Guibert, published, in 1695, his' Detail sur la France,' 
in which he treated both of commerce and money, but the 
author was banished because some of his proposition's reflected 
upon feudal rights and ecclesiastical privileges. TweIYe years 
later Vauban published his 'Dixme Royale; in which he pro­
posed a new plan of taxation. 

" A change of opinion was in the meantime taking place on 
the continent with respect to the so-called 'mercantile system.' 
Franc;ois Quesnay, born in 1694, a medical man by profession, 
and surgeon to Louis XV., being struck by the distressed 
condition of the French peasantry, endeavoured to draw the 
attention of the government towards relieving that numerous 
and ill-used class of people. He proposed the abolition of 
custom-houses between province and province, the free circu­
lation of corn throughout the kingdom, the suppression of the 
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corvees, and other similar reforms, which were effected after 
his death by Turgot. Quesnay went further: he. assumed as 
a principle, that the earth, or, in other words, agrICulture, was 
the only source ?f wealth, in opposition to Co.lbert's. mercan­
tile system whIch fixed that source exclusIvely III trade. 
Quesnay allowed that manufacturers and merchants were highly 
useful, but he contended that as they realized no net surplus 
in the shape of rent, they did not add any greater value to the 
raw material of the commodities which they manufactured or 
carried from place to place than was just equivalent to the 
value of the capital or stock consumed by them during the 
time that they were engaged in those operations. He divided 
society into three classes :-1, A productive class, consisting of 
farmers and agricultural labourers, who subsist on a portion 
of the produce of the land reserved to them as wages of 
labour and as a reasonable profit on their capital; 2, A pro­
prietary class, namely, those who live on the rent of the land, 
or the net surplus produce raised by the cult.ivators, after the 
necessary expenses have been deducted; 3, An unproductive 
class, conlSisting of manufacturers, merchants, servants, and 
handicraftsmen, 'whose labour, though useful, adds nothing 
to the national wealth, and who subsist entirely on the W:1ges 
paid to them by the other two classes.' (Quesnay, Plt'ysiocra­
tie, ou Oonstitution Naturelle des Gouvernemens, 1768.) As a 
corollary to these positions, Quesnay and his disciples con­
cluded that all taxes ought to fall upon the land. 

" Quesnay is considered as the head of the ~chool called the 
school of the 'Economistes,' which reckoned amongst its 
members the Marquis de Mirabeau, father of the celebrated 
Mirabeau, Mercier de la Riviere, Dupont de Nemours, Con­
dorcet, Raynal, Turgot, Necker, and other distinguished men. 

" Quesnay's principal work on political economy is the' Phy­
siocrate' already mentioned; but he published other tracts 
especially an article, 'Sur les Grains,' which was inserted i~ 
the 'Encyclopedie,' and in which he advocates the same prin­
ciples. Though Ques!Iay considered agriculture as the only 
source of wealth, he dId not advocate any exclusive protection 
"or it, but rather a principle of freedom in all branches of trade. 
The 'Economistes' originated the 'Cadastre' which was a 
survey and valuation of all real property, ~ade by order of 
the ~ove~nment, for the pnrpo.se of assessing the ' contribution 
fon~I.ere, or property ta~, wh~ch they considered as the only 
legItImate tax. And thIS prmciple has prevailed in France 
and other continental countries, where even now the tax on 
land and houses forms the main source of the public revenue 
being from 20 to 30 per cent. on the rent. ' 
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" In Italy, Antonio Bandini of Siena had asserted the funda­
mental principle of the' Economistes,' l{)ng before Quesnay, in 
a work which, however, was not published till 1775. Bandini 
wrote his' Discorso Economico' in 1737, with a view of draw­
ing the attention. of the Tuscan government to the desolate 
condition of that vast tract of country called the 1\] aremma of 
Siena. Bandini advocated freedom of trade in agricultural 
produce, and recommended the removal of all restrictions upon 
importation and exportation; he urged the expediency of 
giving to the cultivators of the soil an interest in the land, by 
the grant of long leases; and lastly he recommended the re­
moval of the numerous vexatious taxes, and the substitution 
of a single tax upon land, not excepting ecclesiastical and other 
privileged property. A MS. copy of Bandini's book was pre­
sented to the grand-duke Francis of Lorraine, who, howover, 
being soon after elected Emperor of Germany, and having re­
moved to Vienna, could not attend to the affairs of the 1\1a­
rernma. But his son Leopold, on coming to the government 
of Tuscany, consulted Bandilli's work, and put into execution 
the plan therein proposed. The Marernma of Siena assumed 
a new life, and its population has nearly trebl-ed in the course 
of half a century. 

"Antonio llroggiaofNaplcs, a merchant by profession, wrote 
a treatise on taxation, 'SuI Tributi,' in which he admits that 
there are three sources of wealth-agriculture, handicraft 01' 

manufactures, and commerce. He does not consider the tax 
on land as the only legitimate tax, uut proposes three sorts (,f 
taxation, land-tax, customs, and gabelle or exci~e. He says 
that in a great commercial country the customs and excise, or 
indirect tax, ought to be preferred, but in an agricultural 
country like !-;aples the tax on land must be the principal 
source of revenue. He condemns taxcs on capital and per­
sons, licenses and patents, horses and agricultural implements, 
as detrimental to industry, as well as the go\'crnmcnt mono­
polies of salt, tobacco, &c. The author, who belonged to tho 
mercantile school, falls into the error of that school, in wish­
ing to sell as much as possible to foreigners, and buy as little 
as possible from them. 

"Ferdinand Galiani, also of Naples, ranI,s among the 
most distinguished writers on political economy in the last 
century. While at Paris, he wrote in French a book on the 
corn-trade, ' Dialogues sur Ie Commerce des Bles,' in which he 
took a middle course between those who advocated an unre­
stricted trade in corn and those who wished it to be subject 
to permanent restrictions. Galiani contends that no univer­
sal system can be establil:ihed on that important subject, and 



that the hws c()llccrnin!:!' the tra:1" in corn must vary accord­
ill'.!' to the situ,(tion of ill,liri,hml states, tJ10 nature and cwti­
y;t-~inn of their rC:'lf)ccLil'e soils, and also their political institu­
tiil:l~ amI rebtion~ to other couutries. Galiani also wrote, in 
Italian, a work on money, 'Deb Moneta,' pyblished in 1750, 
whi,;h is reckoned one of' the best on this subject. Taking an 
enlargell view, he ill\'I""ti~ittc(1 the nature of the value of 
thinfTs which he said was the result of various circumstances, 
mlll~'I;', their scarcity, utility, the quantity and quality of the 
labour rc',[uirod for their production, and also the time. He 
('xknd" his investigations to the value of men's abilities, which 
arc to be e~tilll;,tr!(1 not only according to their rarity, but 
also al""ll'<lin~ tn the time required for their coming to matu­
rity. an,1 the ~Iifficulti(·.'; encountered before they can attain a 
c;t:;tian favourable to their development. This is a position 
:lIl:l!,,'':O\lS to that afterwards stated by Adam Smith, (b. i. ch. 
10.) 'that the wages of labour vary with the easiness and 
Clli·:ql1ll'SS or the difficulty and expense of learning a business: 
It re'luires more time and expense to form a physician, or a 
statesman, or a divine, than a common bbourer, and there­
f0re the btter has less value than the former. Galiani com­
bats the received opinion of his time, that high prices were a· 
sign of distress. He also contended that the precious metals 
were to be considered as merchandise. Galiani may be consi­
dered as a reformer of the old mercantile system. 

" Gian Francesco Pagnini, born at Volterra, 171.5, published 
in 175] a desertation, 'Sapra il giusto Pregio tielle Cose,' or 
the just value of things, and in 17640 a ' History of the Com­
merce of Florence,' with a digression on the value of gold and 
silver, and its proportion to the prices of other things in the 
Hth and 15t.h centuries, compared with those in the 18th 
century. Both works contain sound opinions and interestinO' 
facts. Pompeo Neri of Florence wrote, in 17.51, ' Osservazioni 
sorra il Prezzo legale delle Monete,' a work of considerable 
merit.. 

"Gian Rinaldo Carli, born at Capo d'Istria in 1720, rankR 
with Galiani as one of the most distinguished Italian political 
economists. He wrote an elaborate work on coin and cur­
rency, and on the mints of Italy: 'Delle Monete e della Isti­
tuzione delli Zecche d'Italia,' 3 vols. 4to, 1754-60, in wliich 
he completely exhausted the subject. Carli also wrote 'Ra­
gionamento sopra i Bilanci Economici delle Nazioni,' in which 
he combated the fallacy prevalent in his time about the balance 
of trade. He also discussed the subject of the corn-trade in a 
letter addressed to Pompeo Neri, in 1771, 'SuI Libero Com­
mercio de Grani,' in which he agreed. with Galiani in denying 
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the wisdom of a general principle of unrestricted freedom of 
trade in corn, which he thought ought to be modified accord­
ing to local circumstances, because he considered the supply of 
corn as a subject deeply connected with administrative policy, 
and not a mere commercial question. Carli had a powerful mind, 
uninfluenced by popular opinions or prevalent systems. OthEr 
particulars concerning this distinguished ,uiter are given under. 

"Antonio Genovesi, born in 1712, at Castiglione, nmr 
Salerno, became professor of the new chair 'of com­
merce and mechanics,' founded at l'Iaplcs in 1755, by 
Bartolommeo Intiesi, a wealthy Florentine merchant of 
that city. Genovesi published his lectures under the title 
of 'Lezioni de Economia Civile' in 17G8. Genove~i took 
a middle cour,e between the mercantile system and that 
of the 'Economistes.' He reckoned three sources of wealth, 
agriculture, arts, and commerce. He extols agriculture as an 
ample and perennial spring of public wealth, but he also ap­
preciates commerce and manufactures as the causes of an in­
crease of production. 'Vith regard to commerce, he adopts 
the restrictive system of the mercantile school as to foreign 
goods, whilst he agrees with the 'Economistes' as to the 
freedom of trade in corn, and of internal trade in general, as 
well as with respect to the interest of money. He inculcates 
the principle that labour constitutes the capital of nations as 
well as of families. But he did not fall into the vulgar error 
of considering whole classes of society as unproductive because 
they are not emplgyed in manual labour, such as men of science, 
scholars, lawyers, soldiers, magistrates, and others. Genoyesi 
wrote also other treatises on political economy, which he suc­
ceeded in rendering popular in his own country. 

" The other Italian political economists of the 18th century 
are :-1, Francesco Algarotti of Venice, born in 1712, \\ho 
wrote 'Saggio suI Commercio,' in which he extols commerce 
as the source of wealth and power, and he quotes the example 
of England. He also wrote a few short suggestions on the 
advantages which might be derived from Africa, in a commer­
cial point of view, by the nations of Europe: 'Sulla Prefer­
enza dell' Africa in confronto dell' Asia e dell' America, rap­
porto all Industria e dal Commercio degli Europei.' 2, An­
tonio Zanon of Udine in the Venetian territory, born in 1696, 
a merchant by profession, wrote letters on agriculture, com­
merce, and manufactures, which he encouraged also by hi~ 
exertions. He was a man of a liberal mind and a true philan­
thropist. 3, Cesare Beccaria of l\lilan wrote lectures on poli­
tical economy, in which he expounded, among other things, 
the advantages of the division of labour, and he investigated 
the relations of wages and labour, and the nature of' pro duc-
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tive c'lpitals. 'Vith regard to the corn trade, he agreed with 
Carli and Galiani in not advising any general system. He 
considered large masses of property as more advantageous to 
a country tlmn small subdivisions. In general, Beccaria may 
be considered as belonging to the school of the' Economistes.' 
4, Pietro Verri, born at Milan in 1727, the intimate friend of 
Beccaria, although he differed from him on several points of 
political economy, wrote 'Memorie suII' Economia Pubblica 
dello Stato di Milano; in which he shews the decline of that 
country during the two centuries of Spanish dominion, and 
ascribes it to the ignorance of its rulers and the absurdity of 
tllP bws. He wrote also 'Riflessioni sulle Leggi Vincolanti, 
principal mentcsnl Commercio dei Grani; in which he advo­
cated the principle of absolute liberty. Lastly, he wrote 
'Meditazioni sull' Economia Politica,' whi'lh were published 
in 1771, and ha,vo been transbted into several languages. It 
is an elementn,ry but useful book. 5, Ferdinando Paoletti, 
born in 1717, nea,r Florence, wrote, in 1769, 'Pensieri sopra 
l'Agricoltura,' and, in 177:2, 'Y eri Mezzi di rend ere felici 
Ie Societa; in which he advocated freedom of trade .. 6, 
Gian Battista Yaseo, born at Mondovi in Piedmont, in 1733, 
wrote'Saggio Politico sulla Moneta; 177:2, in which he treats· 
of various questions of l'0~itiea,l economy. He afterwards 
wrote, in Fren:.:h, ' l\Iemoire sur les Ca,uses de la Mendicite et 
sur les Moyens de la supprimicr; which he sent to the Aca­
demy of Va,lence in D,wphille, in ] 788. His other works 
were, 'Sulb Felicita Publica considerata nei Coltivatori di 
Terre proprie ;' and' L 'U sura libera.' 

"7, Gia,mmaria, Orles, born at Venice in 1713, wrote a work 
entitled' Dell' Economia Naziona,le' libri sei, 1774, which, how­
ever, remained unknown except to a few friends of the author, 
until Custodi inserted it in his great collection of the Italian 
economists. His views were original, and he belonged to none 
of the schools already established. He lays it down as a fun­
damental principle that the capital of a nation is always in 
proportion to the popubtion, and that the only difference is in 
its distribution. If a portion of the population becomes richer 
it can only be by impoverishing the rest. As a consequenc; 
of this principle, he asserts that all endeavours to increase in­
dustry with a view to increase the national wealth are futile. 
But he supports also the principle of freedom of trade between 
nations, because, he says, every nation has its own capital 
which cannot be diminished nor increased by exchange. Orte; 
,,:;rote a~so 'R:iflessi~ni sulla. Pop?lazione per rapporto all' 
Economla NazlOnale, 1790, In WhICh he stated several posi­
tions which have been since developed by Malthus, such as, 
t.hat popuilltion increases in proportion to the increase of pro-
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duction; that population does not always increase with the 
increase of marriages, &c. 

"8, Filippo Briganti, a native of Naples, published, in 178~, 
, Esame Economico del Sistema Civile,' in which he refutes 
the theories of Mably, Rousseau, and Linguet, who aS8erted 
that the state of society and civilization, commerce and 
wealth, were the origin of all the evils with which man is 
afflicted. 9, Gaetano Filangieri, born at Naples in 1752, is 
known by his work on legislation, the second volume of which 
treats of political economy. He belonged to the school of the 
French economists, but he was not a servile follower of that 
school. He was a supporter of the freedom of trade; he had 
no prejudices against luxury, but he advocated direct taxation, 
or the tax on land, and he maintained that large cities were 
injurious to the prosperity of a country. 

"10, The Marquis Caraccioli, while he was viceroy of Sicily, 
wrote 'Riflessioni sull' Economia e l'Estrazione dei Frumenti 
della Sicilia fatte ad occasione della Carestia del J 784 ed 
1785.' The author, being struck with the fact that Sicily, 
once the gTanary of Rome, should be so frequently afflicted 
with scarcity and famine, sought to investigate the causes of 
this great change. He recommended freedom of internal 
trade, but with regard to the exportation of corn, he thought 
it might be sU8pended at times by an act of government from 
prudential motives. 11, Saverio Scrofani, on the contrary, 
in a 'Memoria sulla Liberta del Commercio dei Grani della 
Sicilia,' published in 1795, advocated an entire and permanent 
freedom in the corn-trade, quoting the example of Tuscany, 
where that system had been in practice since 1767, and had 
been attended with the best results. 12, Maurizio Solera, a 
native of Piedmont, wrote in French, 'Essai sur les Valeurs,' 
which he presented in 1786 to King Victor. He proposed an 
agricultural bank in order to make up for the scarcity of 
bullion. But his project was not carried into effect. 

" j 3, Lodovico Ricci, a native of Modena, was named, by the 
Duke Ercole II 1., member of a commission appointed to inquire 
into the charitable institutions of the town of Modena. Ricci 
was the reporter of the commission, and his report was pub­
lished and dedicated to the Duke: 'Riforma degI' Istituti Pii 
della (Jitta di Modena,' 1787. He was one of the first in 
Italy (Ortes and Genovesi had already expressed opinions 
similar to his) who censured indiscriminate charity as en­
couraging idleness and improvidence, and thus creating pau­
perism. Italy abounded at that time, more perhaps than any 
country in Europe, with charitable institutions. In Modena, 
which had in the time of Ricci a population of 40,000 inhabit-
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ants there were 7000 destitute persons. Ricci demonstrated 
fro~ historica,l facts that pauperism increases in prorortion 
to the facility of obtaining rt'lief. H~ censured leg.aCles for 
portioning poor girls, and other prenuums on marrIage, and 
said that the increase of population should only be the result 
oflabour and fruO"ality, by which the means of subsistence are 
increased. He proposed that charitable institutions should 
be supported by private charity, and n?t by the governme?t, 
which should not do more than establIsh workhouses to gIve 
employment to paupers and vagrants, instruct the poor classes, 
and endeavour to raise their moral condition. The advice of 
Ricci was acted upon by the government of Modena, 

"14, Giuseppe Palmieri, born in ] 721, in the province of 
Leece, in the kingdom of Naples, filled several offices in the 
administration of his country, and wrote observations on the 
tarif and on national wealth: 'Osservazioni sulle Tariffe con 
applicazione al Regno di Napoli,' and 'Sulla Ricchezza 
Nazionale.' In speaking of commerce, he says that a full and 
universal liberty would be the best system, but as this liberty 
is not admitted by any nation, the nation that should alone 
put it in practice might find it turn to its disadvantage, and its 
condition woulcl be that of a lamb among wolves. He there­
fore advises not the prohibitive but the restrictive system, or, 
in other words, a system of custom-house duties on the prin­
ciple of reciprocity. 

"15, Count Mengotti of Feltl'a, in the Yenetian state, wrote, 
in 1791, a book against the exclusive mercantile system, which 
he styled 'II Colbertismo,' from the name of Colbert, the 
great patronizer of that system. This work was written in 
reply to a query proposed by the Economical Society of Flor­
ence, which was put in the following words: 'Whether in a 
state which, by its locality and the nature of its soil, is sus­
ceptible of increase of produce and population, it be most 
adviseable to favour manufactures by certain restrictions on 
the exportation of the raw materials, or to leave it at entire 
freedom?" Mengotti recommended perfect freedom of trade 
and his book obtained the prize. It is one of the best writte~ 
works of the Italian political economists. i\len O"otti Beccaria 
and Ga,~iani, ?-re ~hree writers who, ~y their style, 'have suc~ 
ceeded III enhvemng an abstruse subject and makinO" their dis­
sertativns entertaining as well as instructive. Men~otti wrote 
also a memoir, 'SuI Commercio dei Romani' which obtained 
in] 787, the prize from the Academy of Insc;iptions and Belle~ 
J~ettres of Paris. Mengotti maintained that, until the first 
Punic war, the Romans had no commerce in an extended sense; 
thatfrom the first Punic war to the Battle of Actium thoir 



FREE TRADE A:liD THE LEAGUE. 1 ~9 

c()mmerce consisted in carrying home the spoils of other 
nations; that from Augustus to Constantine their trade was 
mainly passive and ruinous; they produced nothing, and 
!)!)ught foreign luxuries and even the necessaries of life with 
the money they extorted from the subject provinces, and at 
last they fell gradually again into poverty and barbarism. 

The above are the principal Italian political economists of 
the 18th century. The complete collection of all the halian 
writers on political economy was edited by Custodi, in 50 
volumes 8vo. Melzi, the vice-president of the Italian repub­
lic, supplied the author with the necessary funds for the under­
taking. Custcdi was afterwards made by Napoleon councillor 
of state of the kingdom of Italy, baron, knight of the iron 
crown, and secretary of finance. 

SECOND DIVISIOX 

FRO1\{ THE ADVENT OF ADA1\{ s.mTH TO THE P ASSI~G OF 
THE CORN-LAW I~ lIli.). 

SECT. I.-ADAM S~IITH. 

Adam Smith, Doctor of Laws and Fellow of the Royal 
Society, was born at the town of Kirkaldy, in Scotland, on the 
5th of June 1723. He was the only child of Adam Smith, 
comptroller of the customs at Kirkaldy, and Margaret Doug­
las, daughter of Mr Douglas of Strathenry. His father 
having died some months before his birth, the duty of super­
intending his early education devolved upon his mother. 

A singular accident happened to him when he was about 
three years of age. As he was amusing himself one day at 
the door of his uncle, Mr Douglas' house at Strathenry, he 
was carried off by a party of gypsies. The vagrant!!, however, 
being pursued by Mr Douglas, were overtaken in Leslie "\V ood, 
and his uncle, as 1\lr Stewart remarks, was thus the happy 
instrument of preserving to the world a genius which was des­
tined not only to extend the boundaries of science, but to 
enlighten and reform the commercial policy of Europe. 

The constitution of Dr Smith, during infancy, was infirm 
and sickly, and required all the delicate attentions of his sur­
viving parent. Though she treated him with the utmo~t 
indulgence, this did not produce any unfavourable effect, either 



180 FREE TR4.DE AND THE LEAGUE. 

on his dispositions or temper, and ~e repa~d her afl'ecti?nate 

solicitude by every attention that filial gratitude could dictate 

during the long period of sixty years. 
He received the first rudiments of his education at the 

Grammar School of Kirkaldv, which was then taught by Mr 

David Miller, a teacher, in l;is day, of conF'liderable reputation. 

He soon attracted notice by his passion for books, and the extra­

ordinary powers of his memory. Even at this early period, too, 

he seems to have contracted those habits of speaking to him­

self and of absence in company, for which, through life, he 

wa; so remarkable. The weak;less of Dr Smith's constitution 

prevented him from engaging in the sports and pastimes of his 

school companions. yet he was much beloved by them on ac­

count of his friendly and generous disposition. 

Having remained at Kirkaldy till he had completed his 

fourteenth year, he was sent in 1737 to the G niversity of 

Glasgow, where h" prosecuted his studies during three years. 

1\'1r StC\\art mentions, on the authority of one of Mr Smith's 

fellow students, Dr Maclaine of the Hague, that his favourite 

pursuits while attending that university were mathematics 

an(l natural philosophy. He attended, however, during his 

rc:<idellce in Glasgow, the lectures of the celebrated Dr Hut­

cheson on moral philosophy; ami it is probable that they had 

a considerable effect in afterwards directing his attention to 

those branches of science in which he became so distinguished. 

Dr Smith's friends having directp,l his views toward:" the Eng­

lish Church, he went, in 1740, to Balliol College, Oxford, as an 

exhibitioner on Snell's foundation, where he remained seven 

year". At this celcbrated seat of classical learning he culti­

va tCII, with the greatest assiduity and success, the study both 

of the ancient and modern languages, and became intimately 

aC'luainted with the works of the Homan, Greek, French, and 

Itali:m poets, as well as with those of his own country. 

'Vith the view of improving his style, he used frequently to 

employ himself in the practice of translation, particularly from 

the French, as he wn,s of opinion that such exercises were 

extremely useful to those who wished to cultivate the art of 

composition. But Dr Smith's obligations to the University of 

Oxford seem to be confined to his proficiency in classical 

learning and a critical acquaintance with the niceties and 

delicacies of the English tongue. Yery little could be learned 

fr?l11 th~ pt~b!ic l~ct~res of p~ilosophy, the logic of Aristotle 

stIi~ maIntaInIng Its Influenc~ In both the English universities; 

a.. CIrcumstance, however, ~vhlCh: upon. good a~thority, is relat­

ed to have occurred durIng hIS reSIdence III Oxford shews 

that in his private studies Dr Smith did not confine his read-
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ing in philosophy to the works of Ariswtle ami the schoolmen .• 
Something having excited the suspicion of his superiors wit.h 
regard to the nature of his studies in private, the heads of hIs 
college entered his apartment one day without any previous 
notice, and unluckily found the young philosopht'r engaged in 
reading Hume's Treatise of Human ~ature. The offender was 
of course severely reprimanded, and the objectionable work 
seized and carried off. 

Dr Smith, havin,e; found that the ecclesiastical profession 
was not suitable to his taste, resolved at last to renounce every 
prospect of rising to eminence by church preferment. He 
accordingly returned in 1747, against the wishes of his friends, 
to Kirkaldy, and, without having determined on any fixed plan 
of life, resided there nearly two years w~th his mother. In 
the end of the year 1748, he fixed his residence in Edin­
burgh, and, under the patronage of Lord Kames, deli­
vered lectures during three years on rhetoric and belles 
lettres. These lectures were never published, but it appears 
that the substance of them was communicated to Dr Blair, 
who began his celebrated course on the same subject in 1755, 
and that gentleman had a high opinion of their merits. 
In a note to his eighteenth lecture, Dr Blair thus notices them: 
" On this head, of the general character of style, partieularly 
the plain and the simple, and the characters of those English 
authors who are classed under them, in this and the following 
lectures, several ideas have been taken from a manuscript 
treatise on Rhetoric, part of which was shewn to me many 
years ago, by the learned and ingenious author, Dr Adam 
Smith; and which, it is hoped, will be given by him to the 
public." 

It appears to have been during the residence of Adam Smith 
at this time in Edinburgh that his acquaintance with David 
Hume commenced, which lasted, without the slightest inter­
ruption, till the death of the latter in ] 7i6. It was a frieno­
ship, Mr Stewart remarks, on both sides, founded on the 
admiration of genius and the love of simplicity; and which 
forms an interesting circumstance in the history of each of 
these eminent men, from the ambition which both have shewn 
to record it to posterity. 

The literary reputation of Dr Smith being now well esta­
blished, he was elected, in 175], Professor of Logic in the Uni­
versity of Glasgow, and in the year following he was removed 
to the chair of moral philosophy in the same university, vacant 
by the death of Mr Thomas Craigie, who was the immediate 
successor of Dr Hutcheson. In this situation he remained 
during thirteen years, a period which he used to consider as 

VOL.! 
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the happiest of his lire, the studies and inquiries in which his 
academical duties led him to engage being those which were 
most agreeable to his taste. .It is highly p.robable that his 
appointment to the professorshIp of moral phIlosophy was the 
weans of inducing him to mature his speculations in ethics 
and political economy, and to undertake those great works 
·which have immortalized his name in the literature of Scot­
lam!. 

No part of the lectures which Dr Smith delivered, either as 
professor of logic or of moral philosophy, has been preserved, 
except what has been published in the "Theory of Moral 
Sentiments" and the " Wealth of Nations." The following 
account of them, however, has been given by Mr Miller, the 
celebrated author of the "Historical View of the English 
Government," and professor of law in the University of Glas­
gow, who had the advantage of being one of Mr Smith's 
pupils. 

" In the professorship of logic, to which l\Ir Smith was 
appointed on his first introduction into this university, he 
soon saw the necessity of departing widely from the plan that 
had been followed by his predecessors, and of directing the 
attention of his pupils to studies of a more interesting and 
useful nature than the logic and metaphysics of the schools. 
Accordingly, after exhibiting a general view of the powers of 
the mind, and explaining as much of the ancient logic as was 
requisite to gratify curiosity with respect to an artificial 
method of reasoning, which had once occupied the universal 
attention of the learned, he dedicated all the rest of his time 
to the delivering of a system of rhetoric and belles lettres. 
'Vas elected to the chair of moral philosophy. His course of 
lectures on this subject was divided into four parts. The first 
contained natural theology; in which he considered the proofs 
of the being and attributes of God, and those principles of the 
human mind upon which religion is founded. The second 
comprehended ethics, strictly so called, and consisted chiefly of 
the doctrines which he afterwards published in his ' Theory of 
Moral Sentiments.' In the third part he treated at more 
length of that branch of morality which relates to justice, and 
which, being susceptible of precise and accurate rules, is for 
that reason capable of a full and particular explanation. 

" Upon this subject he followed the plan that seems to 
be suggested by Montesquieu, endeavouring to trace the 
gradual progress of jurisprudence, both public and private, 
from the rudest to the most refined ages, and to point out 
the effects of those arts which contribute to subsistence and 
to the accumulation of property, in producing correspondent 
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improvements or alterations in law and government. This 
important branch of his labours he also intended to give to 
the public; but this intention, which is mentioned in the 
conclusion of the 'Theory of Moral Sentiments,' he did not 
Ii ve to fulfil. 

" In the last part of his lectures he examined those poli­
tical regulations which are founded, not upon the principle 
of justice, but that of expediency, and which are calculatt>d 
to increase the riches, the power, and the. prosperity of a 
state. Under this view he considered the political institu­
tions relating to commerce, to finances, to ecclesiastical and 
military establishments. What he delivered on these sub­
jects contained the substance of the work he afterwards 
published under the title of 'An Inquiry into the Nature 
and Sources of the Wealth of Nations.' 

" There was no situation in which the abilities of Mr Smith 
appeared to greater advantage than as a professor. In deli­
vering his lectures, he trusted almost entirely to extemporary 
elocution. His manner, though not graceful, was plain and 
unaffected; and, as he seems to be always interested in the 
subject, he never failed to interest his hearers. Each dis­
course consisted commonly of several distinct propositions, 
which he successively endeavoured to prove and illustrate. 
These propositions, when announced in general terms, had, 
from their extent, not unfrequently something of the air of a 
parallox. In his attempts to explain them, he often a,p­
peared at first not to be sufficiently possessed llf the subject, 
and spoke with some hesitation. As he advanced, however, 
the matter seemed to crowd upon him; his manner became 
warm and animated, and his expression easy and fluent. In 
points susceptible of controversy, you could easily discern 
that he secretly conceived an opposition to his opinions, aIld 
that he was led upon this account to support them with 
greater energy and vehemence. By the fulness and variety of 
his illustrations, the subject gradually swelled in his hands, 
and acquired a dimension which, without a tedious repeti­
tion of the same views, was calculated to seize the attention 
of his audience, and to afford them pleasure as well as in­
struction. Following the same subject through all the diversity 
of shades and aspects in which it was presented, and after­
wards in tracing it backwards to that original proposition, or 
general truth, from which this beautiful train of speculation 
had proceeded. 

" His reputation as a professor was accordingly raised very 
high; and a multitude of students from a great distance 
resorted to the university ml rely upon his account. Those 
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branches of the scienc9 which he taught became fashionable 
at this place, and ~is opinion~ ~ere the chief topics of dis.cu~­
sron in clubs and hterary SOCIetIeS. Even the small pecuharI­
ties in his pronunciation or manner of speaking became 
frequently the object of imitation." 

The first publications of Mr Smith, it is understood, were 
two articles which he contributed anonymously to a work 
called the" Edinburgh Review," begun in 1765, by some lite­
rary gentlemen, but of which only two numbers ever appeared. 
The first of these articles was a Review of Dr Johnson's Dic­
tionary of the English Language, which displays considerable 
acuteness, and the other contained some general observations 
on the state of literature in the different countries of Europe. 

In J 759, his great ethical work, entitled "Theory of Moral 
Sentiments, or an Essay towards an Analysis of the Princi­
ples by which Men naturally Judge concerning the Conduct 
and Character, first of their Neighbours, and afterwards of 
Themselves," made its appearance. This work contributed 
greatly to extend the fame and reputation of the author; and 
is unquestionably entitled to a place in the very first rank in 
the science of morals. Dr Brown, in his flighteenth lecture, 
thus speaks of it :-" Profound in thought, it exhibits, even 
when it is most profound, an example of the graces with which 
a sage imagination knows how to adorn the simple and majes­
tic form of science; that it is severe and cold only to those 
who are themselves cold and severe, as in those very graces 
it exhibits, in like manner, an example of the reciprocal 
embellishments which imagination receives from the sober 
dignity of truth. In its minor details and illustrations, in­
deed, it may be considered as presenting a model of philoso­
phic beau~y, of .which all n~ust acknowledge the power who 
are not dIsquahfied by theIr very nature for the admiration 
and enjoyment of intellectual excellence; so dull of under­
standing as to shrink with a painful consciousness of inca­
pacity at the very :1ppearanco of refined analysis, or so dull 
a.nd cold of heart as to fee~ no ch~rJn in t?e delightful varie­
tIes of an eloquence that, III the IllustratIOn and embellish­
ment of the noblest truths, seems itself to live and harmonize 
with those noble sentiments which it adorns." 

Dr Smith's "Dissertation on the Origin of Languages" 
whic? is no~ gener~lly bound up with t~e " Theory of Mor~l 
SentIments, made Its first appearance WIth the second edition 
of that work. In this ingenious and beautiful tract the 
author gives a theoretical history of the formation of' lan-
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guages, in which he endeavours to ascertain the different 
steps by which they would gradually arrive at their present 
so artificial and complicated state. 

As the "Theory of Moral Sentiments" contains the most 
important part of Dr Smith's ethical dootrines, he was en­
abled, after the publication of that work, to devote a larger 
part of his course of lectures than he had previously done to 
the elucidation of the principles of jurisprudence and political 
economy. From a statement which he drew up in 1755, in 
order to vindicate his claim to certain politic:.l and literary 
opinions, it appears that from the time when he obtained a 
chair in the University of Glasg0w, and even while he was deli­
vering private lcctt:rc" in EdinLurgh, he had been in the habit. 
of teaching the same liberal system of policy with respect to 
the freedom of trade which he afterwards published in the 
"Wealth of Nations." His residence in one of the largest 
commercial towns in the island must have been of considerable 
advantage to him, by enabling him to aCfJuire correct practical 
information on many points connected with the subject of his 
favourite studies; and Mr Stewart states, as a circumstance 
very honourable to the liberality of the merchants of Glasgow, 
that, notwithstanding the reluctance so common among men of 
business to listen to tho conclusions of mere speculation, and 
the direct opposition of Dr Smith's leading principles to all 
the old maxims of trade, he was able, before leaving the uni­
versity, to rank some of the most eminent merehants of the 
city among the number of his proselytes. 

The publication of the "Theory of Moral Sentiments" 
served greatly to increase the reputation of its author. In 
1762, the Senatus Academicus of the University of Glasgow 
unanimously conferred on him the honorary degree of Doctor 
of Laws, in testimony, as t:xpressed in the minutes of the 
meeting, of thp,ir respect for his universally aclmowledged 
talents, and of the advantage that had resulted to the univer­
sity, from the ability with which he had, for many years, 
expounded the principles of jurisprudence. 

Towards the end of 176S, an important event occurred in 
Dr Smith's life. Having received an invitation from Mr 
Charles Townsend, husband of the Duchess of Duccleuch, to 
accompany the young Duke, her grace's son, on his travels, he 
was induced, from the liberal terms in which the proposal was 
made, and the strong desire he entertained of visiting the 
Continent, to resign his chair at Glasgow and accept of the 
offer. "With the connection which he was led to form in 
consequence of this change in his situation," 1\1r Stewart 
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remarks "he had reason to be satisfied in an uncommon 
degree, ~nd he always spoke of it with pleasure and grati­
tude. To the public, it was not, per~aps, a . change eq~1I;lly 
fortunate, as it interruvted that studIOus leIsure for wl,lch 
nature seems to have destined him, and in which alone he 
could have hoped to accomplish those literary projects which 
had flattered the ambition of his youthful genius." 

Dr Smith having joined the Duke of Buccleuch at Londo~, 
in the early part of the year 1764, they set ~u~ for the ContI­
neut in the month of March. After remaIDIDg only ten or 
twelve days in the capital of France, they proceeded to 
Toulouse, where they resided during eighteen months. Tou­
louse was at that time the seat of a parliament; and the 
intimacy in which he lived with some of its principal members, 
afforded him an opportunity of acquiring the most correct 
information in regard to the internal policy of France. 

After leaving Toulouse, they proceeded through the south­
ern provinces to Geneva, and, having spent two months in 
that city, returned to Paris about Christmas 1765, where 
they remained nearly a year. During their abode in Paris, 
Dr Smith, through the recommendation of Mr Hume, and 
his own celebrity, lived on the most intimate terms with the 
best society in the city. Turgot, (afterwards comptroller-gene­
ral of finances,) Quesnay, Necker, D'Alembert, Helvetills, 
Marmontel, the Due de la Rochefoucault, and Madame 
Riccaboni, were among the number of his acquaintances; and 
some of them he continued ever afterwards to reckon among 
his friends. It is highly probable that he derived considerable 
advantage from his intercourse with Quesnay, the celebrated 
founder of the sect of Economists. Of' this profound and in­
genious man, Dr Smith entertained the highest opinion, and 
he has pronounced his work upon political economy, with all 
it!! imperfections, to be the nearest approximation to the truth 
that had then been published on the principles of that very 
important science. Dr Smith intended to have dedicated to 
Quesnay the "Wealth of Nations," but was prevented by 
his death. 

Although Dr Smith had made some very severe remarks in 
his "Theory of Moral Sentiments" on the celebrated maxims 
of'the Duke of Rochefoucault, this did not prevent him from 
receiving the utmost kindness and attention from the author's 
grandson. A short time before Dr Smith left Paris he 
received a flattering letter from the Duke of Rochefouc~ult 
with a copy ~f a n~w edition .of the Maxims of his grand: 
father; and mformmg Dr Smith, at the same time, that he 
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had been prevented from finishing a translation of his" Theory 
of Morals" into French,onl] by the knowledge of having been 
anticipated in the design. 

Dr Smith returned with his pupil to London in October 
1766, and soon after took up his residence with his mother at 
Kirkaldy, where, with the exception of a few occasional visits 
to London and Edinburgh, he resided constantly during the 
next ten years, engaged in intense study. Mr Hume, who 
considered the town as the proper ~cene for a man of letters, 
made many ineffectual attempts to prevail upon him to leave 
his retirement. During this residence of Dr Smith in Kirk­
aldy, he was engaged chiefly in maturing his speculations 
upon economical science. A t length, in 1776, the "Inquiry 
into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations" made 
its appearance, a work which holds nearly the same rank in 
political economy that Locke's Essay on the Human Under­
standing does in the philosophy of the mind, or the Principia 
of Newton in astronomy. 

Our limits prevent us from giving anything like a particular 
analysis of this great work, but we shall endeavour to give 
some brief account of it. We shall notice very shortly the 
state of the science at the time when Dr Smith wrote the dif· 
ferent leading principles which the illustrious author endea­
vours to establish, and the principal merits and defects of the 
works. 

The object of political economy is to point out the means 
by which the industry of man may be rendered most produc­
tive of the necessaries, conveniences, and luxuries of life, and 
to ascertain the laws which regulate the distribution of the 
various products which constitute wealth among the different 
classes of society. Though these inquiries be in the highest 
degree interesting and important, the science of political eco­
nomy is comparatively of recent origin. It was not to be 
expected that, among the Greeks and" Romans, who considered 
it degrading to be engaged in manufactures or commerce, and 
among whom such employments were left to slaves, where 
moralists considered the indulgence of luxury to be an evil of 
the first magnitude, that the science, which treats of the best 
methods of acquiring wealth should be much attended to. At 
the revival of' letters, these ancient prejudices still maintained 
a powerful influence, and, combined with other causes, long 
prevented philosophers from turning their attention to the 
subject. 

The first inquirers in political economy were led away by a 
prejudice which is perhaps one of the most deeply rooted in 
the human mind, namely, that wealth consists solely in gold 
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and "ill'''r. From this mistake grew up that system of com­
mercial policy which has been denominated the mercantile 
system, according to the principles laid down in which the 
commerce of Europe was, in a great measure, regulated at the 
time when Dr Smith's work appeared. The leading doctrine 
of the commercial system was, that the policy of a country 
should be directed solely to the multiplication of the precious 
metals. Hence the internal commerce of a nation came to be 
entirely OVErlooked, or viewed only as subsidiary to the 
foreign; and the advantage derived from foreign trade was 
estimated by the excess of the value of the goods exported 
above that of those which were imported, it being supposed 
that the balance must be brought to the country in specie. 
To the radical mistake upon whiCh the mercantile system was 
founded may be traced those restriction!' upon the importa­
tion, and the encouragement given to the exportation of manu­
factures, which, till lately, distinguished the commercial policy 
of all the nations in Europe. It was imagined that, by such 
regulations, the excess of the value of exports over imports 
to be paid in gold would be increased. 

During the 17th, and the earlier part of the 18th century, 
various works had appeared, in which some of the princi­
ples of political economy were distinctly enough laid down, 
and which had a tendency to shew the futility of the mer­
cantile theory. For a particular account of these publications, 
and their various merits, we refer to the First Division of this 
work and to Mr M'Culloch's able Introductory Discourse to 
the " Wealth of Nations." We shall here only remark that, 
though Beveral of these treatises contain the germs of some of 
the truths to be found in the "\Y ealth of Nations," yet the 
principles laid down in them are often stated onlv in a cursory 
and incidental manner. Their authors frequently appear not 
to be aware of the importance of the truths which they have 
discovered; and in none of them is anything like a connected 
view of political economy to be found. 

The only work that was given to the world before the 
"Wealth of Nations," in which an attempt was made to 
expound the principles of political economy in a IO"ical and 
I'ptl'lI1atie manner, was the Economil'al TaLle of~he cde­
Lrated Quesnay, a French physician, which was publi"hcd in 
] 758; but the theory of this distinguished economist i:> very 
errO~eO\ls. Having been ?ducated i.n the country, he natur­
ally mclmed to reg~rd agI"lc~lture WIth partiality, and he had 
come to the conclUSIOn that It was the only species of indus­
try which could possibly contribute to increase the wealth of 
a nation. Everything which ministers to the wants of man 
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must be originally derived from the earth; and the earth, 
therefore, Quesnay contended, mnst be the only source of 
wealth. As manufacturers and merchants do not realize any 
surplus in the shape of rent, he conceived tha.t their operations, 
though highly useful, c~uld not add any greater value to com­
modities than the value of the capital cOll~umed by them. 
Into this erroneous theory he seems to have been led from 
being unable to explain the nature of rent, and from being 
unacquainted with that fundamental principle in political 
economy, that labour is the cause of exchangeable value. 

But though Quesnay conceived agriculture to be the only 
source of wealth, the principles of his system fortunately did 
not lead him to solicit for it any exclusive protection; on the 
contrary, he contended that the interest of all the different 
classes of society would be best promoted by the establish­
ment of a system of perfect freedom. It must, he conceived, 
be advantageous to the cultivators of the soil that the 
industry of manufacturers and merchants should not be 
fettered; for the more liberty they enjoyed the greater would 
be their competition, and, in consequence, the cheaper would 
their services be rendered to the a~riculturists. On the 
other hand, it was the interest of the inanufacturers that the 
cultivators of the soil should al"o have perfect freedom, for 
the greater liberty they enjoyed the more would their industry 
increase that surplus fund from which, according to his 
theory, the whole national revenue was ultimately derived. 

It was in the work of Dr Smith that the sources of the 
wealth and prosperity of nations were first fully and correctly 
explored, and, in a systematic manner, distinctly explained, 
and that the advantages to be derived from commercial free­
dom were first satisfactorily established. In opposition to 
the principles of the commercial system, Dr Smith shewed 
that wealth does not consist in gold and silver, but in the 
abundance of the various necessaries, conveniences, and 
luxuries of life, and labour is the only source of wealth; and, 
in opposition to the French economists, that labour is pro­
ductive when employed in manufactures and commerce as well 
as in agriculture. He has investigate!l the various causes by 
which labour may be rendered most productive; and has 
shewn how immensely its powers are increased by being 
divided among different individuals or nations. He has proved, 
with great power of reasoning, that all restrictions upon 
either the internal or external commerce of a country are, in 
the highest degree, absurd and pernicious; and that the pro­
gress of real opulence will be most rapidly accelerated when 
thc industry of' every indiviuual and nation is employed in the 



190 FREE TRADE AND THE LEAGUE. 

production of thofle articles for which, either from natural or 
artificial causes, they are best. adapted, and when the most 
unlimited freedom of making exchanges is everywhere allowed. 
"It is the maxim of every prudent master of a family," he 
remarks, b. iv. c. 2, "never to attempt to make at home what 
it will cost him more to make than to buy. The tailor does not 
attempt to make hi" own shoes, but buys them of the shoe­
maker; the shoemaker does not attempt to make his own 
clothes. but employs a tailor. The farmer attempts 
to make neither the one nor the other, but employs those 
different artificers; all of them find it for their interest to 
employ their whole industry in a way in which they have 
some advantage o\'er their neighbours, and to purchase with 
a part of its produce whatever else they have occasion for." 

" \Vhat i~ prudence in the conduct of any private family, 
can scarce be folly in that of a great l{ing,lom. If a forei~n 
country can supply us with a commodity cheaper than we 
ourselves can make it, better buy it of' them with some part 
of the produce of' our own industry, employed in a way in 
which we have some advantage." "The natural advantages 
which one country has over another in producing particular 
commodities are sometimes so great, that it is acknowledged by 
all the world to be in vain to struggle with them. By means 
of glasses, hot-beds, and hot-walls, v('ry good grapes can be 
raised in Scotland, and very good wine can be made from 
them, at about thirty times the expense for which at least 
equally good can be brought from foreign countries. '" ould 
it be a reasonahle law to prohibit the importation of all 
foreign wines, merely to encourage the making of claret and 
burgundy in Scotland? Hut if there would be a manifest 
absurdity in turning towards am' employment thirty times 
more of the capital and industry· of the country thaii would 
be necessary to purchase from foreign countries an equal 
quantity of the commodities wanted, there must be an ab­
s~rdit:y, thou~h not. altogether so glaring,yet exactly of the same 
kmd, m turnmg towards any such employment a thirtieth, or 
even a three-hundredth part more of either." 
~u~ thou~h Dr Smith contended upon correct principles for 

unhmlted freedom of trade and commerce, and conceived 
that all the different branches of indul'try must be advanta­
geous to society, he was of opinion that all were not equally 
advantageous. Agriculture he conceived to be the most pro­
ductive employm~nt in which capital could bp pnvaged; the 
home trade to be more productive than the forpign; and the 
foreign than the carrying trade. But the~e distinctions are 
evidently erroneous. The self-interest of individuals will al-
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ways prevent them from employing their capital in manufac­
tures or commerce, unless they yidd as large profits as they 
would have done if they had been employed in agriculture; and 
a state being only a collection of indhiduals, whatever is most 
beneficial to them must also be most advantageous to the society. 
DrSmith has made another mistake in regard to the productive­
ness of laLour. He divides all labourers into t\\"O classes, 
the productive and the unproductive; and he limits the 
class of productive labourers to those whose labour i~ im­
mediately fixed and realizerl in some vendible commodity. But 
certainly all labour ought to be reckoned productive which 
either directly or indirectly contributes to augment the wealth 
of a society. It is impossible to hold that the labour of an 
Arkwright or a \Yatt was unproductive. 

Few chapters in the" Wealth of Nations" are more valu­
able than that in which the illustrious author explains the 
causes of the apparent inequality in the wages and profits de­
rived from different employments. He has shewn ill the fullest 
and most satisfactory manner, that when allowance is made 
for all the advantages and disadvantages attending the differ­
ent employments oflabour and stock, wages and profits must,in 
the same neighbourhood, be either perfectly equal, or continually 
tending to equality. The circumstances which he enumerates 
as making up for a low state of wages in some employments, 
and counterbalancing a high one in others, are five in number. 
First, the agreeableness or disagreeableness of the emIJloyments 
themselves; secondly, the easiness and cheapness, or the 
difficulty and expense of learning them; thirdly, the con­
stancy or inconstancy of employment in them; fourthly, the 
small or gnat trust which must be reposed in those 
who exercise them; and fifthly, the probability or im­
probability of success in their rlifferences in the rate of 
profit, seem to be occasioned chiefly from the risk to which 
capital is exposed being greater in some employments than 
in others. 

" One of the most important inquiries," says Mr Maculloch, 
"is the investigation of the laws which regulate the exchange­
able value of the different productions of industry; and the 
disquisitions of DrSmith on this subject are extremely valuable. 
He has shewn, in opposition to the opinion commonly before 
entertained on the subject, that the price of commodities, the 
quantity of which may be indefinitely increased, does not de­
pend upon their scarcity or abundance, but upon the cost of 
thpir production; that although variations in the supply of 
any article, or in the demand for it, may occasion temporary 
variations in its exchangeable value, the market price is per-
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manently regulated by the natural price, and on an average 
corresponds with it. In estimating the elements, however, 
which form the necessary price of commodities, he has fallen 
into some very important errors, particularly with regard to 
rent, which, from being unacquainted with the causes that 
produce it, he con:-;idered to be one of the component parts of 
price. It was sub~equently sug15ested by Dr Anderson, an.d 
more specifically laId down by HlCardo and others, that rent IS 
the difference between the product of the fruitful soil of a country 
(in comparison with the amount of labour and capital expended 
on it) and the product of such less fruitful soil as the pressure 
of population renders it necessary to bring into cultivation; 
and that rent being the difference between returns from an 
ellual amount of capital applied to superior soils, and to that 
which is the most unproductive, is the effect, and not the 
cause, of the dearness of agricultural products; and cannot, 
therefore, form an element in their natural price. 

"l'he error which Dr Smith has fallen into with regard 
to rent is certainly the most important mistake in the , "r ealth of Nations,' and has vitiated a considerable part 
of the work. Among other mistakes it has led him into 
error in regard to the ultimate incidence of different taxes, 
and the circulllstances which dctermined the rate of wages 
and profits. Had the illustrIOUS author, too, been acquainted 
with the true theory of rent he would not have contended that 
corn, upon an average, was the most invariable of all commo­
dities in its yalue."-(Sec tIle Sections on the Tlteory of Rent.) 

Many other important subjects, besides those we have 
briefly noticed, are discussed by Dr Smith; but we cannot 
farther extend our remarks. Though it has defects, the 
" \VeaIth of Nations" will ever remain a great standard work 
in the science of political economy, anil an illustrious monu­
ment of the genius and talents of its author, The publica­
tion raised him to the highest rank in the literary world; 
and he enjoyed, during fifteen years, the fame which he had 
so jus!ly acquire.d. His work, soon after published, was trans­
lated mto all the languages of Europe, hh opinions were re­
ferred to in the House of Common:" ::md he himself consulted 
by the minister. BlJore his ueath, too, he had the satisfac­
tio?- of seeing that the principles of commercial freedom 
whICh he had so ably advocated were beginning to influence 
the councils of Great Britain and other European states. 

A few months after the publicatjon of the "W eaIth of 
Nations," Dr Smith lost his highly esteemed friend Mr 
rtume, who died upon the 25th of August 1776. Dr Smith 
was mO;3t assiduous in his attentions during the last illness 
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of this illustrious man; and gives an interesting account in a 
letter to 1\1r Strachan of London, of the circum~tances at­
tending his death, and a eulogium upon his character. To 
those acquainted with Mr Hume's religious opinions. some 
part of this eulogium must certainly appear too high; and 
the author was accordingly attacked on the subject by Dr 
Horne, Bishop of Norwich, who rashly ascribed to him, with­
out any evidence, the same sceptical opinions ",hicl: had been 
entertained by his illustrious friend. 

Dr Smith resided chiefly in London for about two years after 
his great work had been given to the public, during which time 
his society was courted by the most distinguished persons in 
the metropolis. In 1778 he was appointed one of the Oom­
missioners of Customs in Scotland, through the unsolicited 
application of his friend and former pupil the Duke of Buc~ 
cleuch. Upon attaining his appointment, he removed to 
Edinburgh, where he spent the remaining years of his life, en~ 
joying comparative affluence, and the society of his earliest 
and most esteemed friends. His mother, who was then in ex­
treme old age, accompanied him to town; and his cousin, 
Miss Jane Douglas, who had formerly been a member of his 
family in Glasgow, undertook the superintendence of his do­
mestic arrangements. 

The accession to his income which he had now obtained, 
enabled him to gratify, to a much greater extent than formerly, 
the natural generosity of his disposition. "The state of his 
funds at the time of his death," Mr Stewart remarks, "com­
pared with his very moderate establishment, confirmed, beyond 
a doubt, what his intimate acquaintances had often suspected, 
that a large proportion of his savings was allotted to offices of 
secret charity." 

In 1787, Dr Smith was elected Lord Rector of the U niver­
sity of Glasgow. A letter addressed to the principal of the 
university on the occasion shews the high sense he felt of this 
honour. " No preferment," he writes, " could have given me 
so much satisfaction. No man can owe gr.eater obligations 
to a society than I do to the University of Glasgow. They 
educated me; they sent me to Oxford. Soon after my re.­
turn to Scotland, they elected me one of their own members; 
and afterwards preferred me to another office, to which the 
abilities and virtues of the never-to-be-forgotten Dr Hutcheson 
had given a superior degree of illustration. The period of 
thirteen years, which I spent as a member of that society, I 
remember as by far the most useful, and therefore as by far 
the happiest and most honourable, period of my life; and now, 
after three-and-twenty years' absenco, to be remembered in 
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so very agreeable a manner by myoId protectors, give/:! me a 
heartfelt joy, which I cannot easily express to you." 

Dill'illO' the last residence of Dr Smith in Edinburgh, his 
studies aOppear to have been almost entirely suspended. The 
petty routine of his office, though requiring a little exertion 
of thought, was sufficient to occupy a considerable portion of 
his time and attention; and it is deeply to be regretted that, 
in all probability, these duties alone prevented him from giv­
ing that "account of the general principles of' law and 
government, and of the different revolutions they have under­
gOlle in the different ages and perioc:ls of society," which he 
had stated in the concluding paragraph of the "Theory of 
Moral Sentiments" it was his intention to do. 

In 1 784 Dr Smith lost his mother, to whom he had been 
most tenderly attached; and her death was followed, four 
years afterwards, by that of Miss Douglas. These domestic 
affiictions contributed to hasten the decline of his health. His 
constitution had never been rohust, and began early to give 
way. His last illness, which arose from a chronic obstruction 
of the bowels, was lingering and painful. He had the consola­
tion, however, of receiving the tenderest sympathy of his 
friends; and he bore his affiictions with the most perfect 
resignation. His death took place in July 1790. 

A few days before his death, when Dr Smith found his end 
rapidly approaching, he caused all his manuscripts to be 
destroyed, excepting a few essays, which he entrusted to the 
care of his executors, Dr Black and Dr Hutton. The inten­
tion of destroying all those of his manuscripts which he did 
not think worthy of publication, he had long entertained, and 
""ems to have proceeded from a laudable anxiety in regard to 
his li!erary reputation. It is not exactly known what were 
the contents of the manuscripts which were destroyed, but 
there is every reason to believe that they consisted in part of 
the lectures on rhetoric and belles lettres which he had de­
livere(l at Edinburgh in 1748, and of the lectures on natural 
religion and jurispru~ence, which form an important part of 
the course he had dehvered at Glasgow. Of the essays which 
were left to the care of his friends, six were published a few 
years after his death by his illustrious executors. Three of 
them are fragments of a great work, which he at one time in­
tended to write on the principles which lead and direct philo­
sophical inquiries, but which he had long abanrloned as far too 
extensive. The first contains the history of astromony, which 
seems to be the most complete of the three; the second 
contains the history of ancient physics; and the third gives 
the history of the ancient logics and metaphysics. To these 
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essays, which are all written upon the plan of his ('ssay on the 
formation of the languages, are subjoined other three, which 
treat, 1st, Of the nature of that imitation which takes place 
in what are called the Imitative Arts. 2d, Of the affinity 
between certain English and Italian verses; and, 3d, Of the 
external senses. As to the merits of these essays, the distin­
guished editors express their hopes" that the reader would find 
in them that happy connexion, that full and accurate ex­
pression, and that clear illustration, which are conspicuous in 
the rest of the author's works, and that though it is difficult 
to add much to the great fame he so justly acquired by his 
other writings, these would be read with satisfaction and plea­
sure." The library which Dr Smith collected during his life, 
though small, was valuable. The books were well selected, 
and he was particularly careful that the bijous which he ad­
mitted into his collection should be in excellent order. Mr 
Smellie, in his life of Dr Smith says, "The first time I hap­
pened to be in his library, observing me looking at the books 
with some degree of curiosity and perhaps surprise, for most 
of the volumes were elegantly, and some of them superblv 
bound, ' You must have remarked,' said he, 'that I am a 
beau in nothing but my books.''' This valuable library, to­
gether with the rest of his property, Dr Smith bequeathed 
to Mr David Douglas, advocate, his cousin. 

\Ve shall close this sketch of Dr Smith's life with a few 
observations on his habits and private character, extracted 
from the valuable account of his life and writings given by 
Professor Dugald Stewart. 

" To his private worth, the most certain of all, testimonies 
may be found in that confidence, respect, and attachment which 
followed him through all the various relations of life; the seren­
ity and gaiety he enjoyed under the pressure of his growing 
infirmities, and the warm interest he felt to the last in every­
thing connected with the welfare of' his friends, will be longremem­
bered by a small circle, with whom, as long as his strength 
permitted, he regularly spent an evening in the week; and to 
whom the recollection of his worth still forms a pleasing though 
melancholy bond of union. 

" The more delicate and characteristic features of his mind 
it is perhaps impossible so trace. That there were many pecu­
liarities both in his mannerS and in his intellectual habits was 
manifest to the most superficial observer; but although, tothose 
who knew him, these peculil!-rities detracted nothing from the 
respect which his abilities commanded, and although to his 
intimate friends they added an inexpressible charm to his con­
versation, while they displayed in the most interesting light 
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the artless simplicity of his heart, yet it would require a v.ery 
skilful pencil to present them to the public. He was certamly 
not fitted for the general commerce of the world, o.r for ~he 
business of active life. The comprehensive speculatIOns wIth 
which he had been occupied from his youth, and the .variety ?f 
materials which his own invention continually supplIed to hIS 
thoughts,rendered him habitually inattentive to famili~r.obje~ts 
and to common occurrences; and he frequently exhIbIted m­
stances of absence which have scarcely been surpassed by the 
fancy of La Eru yere. Even in company he was apt to be eng~ossed 
with his studies; and appeared, at times, by the motIOn of 
his lips, as well as by his looks and gestures, to be in the fer­
vour of composition. I have often, howe"el', been struck, at 
the distance of years, with hiA accurate memory of the most 
trifling particulal'~, anll am inclined to believe, from this and 
some other circumstances, that he possessed a power, not per­
haps uncommon among absent men, of recollecting, in conse­
quence of subsequent efforts of fL·flection, many occurrences 
which at the time when they happened did not seem to have 
sensibly attracted his notice. 

" To the defect now mentioned it was probably owing that 
he did not fall in easily with the common dialogue of conver­
sation, and that he was somewhat apt to convey his own ideas 
in the form of a lecture. \Vhen he did so, however, it never 
proceeded from a wish to engross the discourse or to gratify 
his vanity. His own inclinations disposed him so strongly to 
enjoy in silence the gaiety of those around him, that his friends 
were often led to concert little schemes in order to engage 
him in the discussions most likely to interest him. Nor do I 
think I shall be accused of going too far when I say that he 
was scarcely ever kliown to start a new topic himself, or to 
appear unprepared upon those topics that were introduced 
by others; indeed his conversation was never more amu;:ing 
than when he gave a loose to his genius lipon the very few 
~ranches of knowledge of which he only possessed the out­
hnes. 

" The opinions he formed of men, upon a slight acquaintance, 
~er~ freq~lCntly erroneous; 1;mt the. te.ndency of his nature 
mchned hIm much more to blmd partIah ty than to ill-founded 
prejudices. The enlarged views of human affairs on which 
his mind habitually dwelt, left him neither time nor inclination 
to study in detail the 1!ninteresting p~cu~iarities of ordinary 
characters, and accordmgly, though IntImately acquainted 
with the capacities of .the 5ntellec~ and the working of the 
heart, and accustomed In hIS theones to mark with the most 
delicate hand the nicest shades both of genius and of the 
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passions; yet, in judging of individuals, it sometimes hap­
pened that his estimates were in a surprising degree "ide of 
the truth. 

"The opinions to which, in the thoughtle8sness and confi­
dence of his social hours, he was accustomed to hazard on 
books and on questions of speculation, were not uniformly such 
as might have been expected from the superiority of his un­
derstanding and the singular consistency of his philosophical 
principles. They were liable to be influenced by accidental 
circumstances and by the humour of the moment; and when 
retailed by.those who only saw him occasionally, suggested false 
and contradictory ideas of his real sentiments. On these, 
however, as on most other occasions, there was always much 
truth, as well as ingenuity, in his remarks; and if the different 
opinions which at different times he pronounced upon the 
same subject had been all combined together, so as to modi1y 
and limit each other, they would probably have afforded ma­
terials for a deci"ion e(lually climprehensiYe and just. But, 
in the society of his friends, he had no dil'position to form 
those qualified conclusions that we admire in his writings; 
and he generally contented himself with a bold and masterly 
8ketch of the object from the first point of view in which his 
temper or his fancy presented it. Something of the same 
kind might be remarked when he attempted, in the flow of his 
spirits, to delineate those characters which, from long intimacy, 
he might have been disposed to understand thoroughly. The 
picture was always lively and expres~ive, and commonly bore 
a strong and amusing resemblance to the original, when viewed 
under one part.icular aspect; but seldom, perhaps, conveyed 
a just anti complete conception of it in all its dimensions and 
proportions. In a word, it was a fault of his unpremeditated 
judgment to be systematical and too much in extremes. 

"But, in whatever way these trifling peculiarities in his 
manners may be explained, there can be no doubt that they 
were intimately connected with the genuine artlessness of his 
mind. In this amiable quality he often recalled to his friends 
the accounts that are given of good La Fontaine, a quality 
which in him derived a peculiar grace from the singularities of 
its combination with those powers of reason and of eloquence 
which in his political and moral writings have long engaged 
the admiration of Europe. 

" In his external form and appearance there was nothing 
uncommon. "\Vhen perfectly at ease, and when warmed with 
conversation, his gestures were animated, and not ungraceful; 
and, in the society of those he loved, his features were often 
brightened with a smile of inexpressible benignity. In the 

YOLo 1 ]3 
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company of strangers his tendency.to absence, and perhap~, 
still more, his consciousness of tills tlc'I1dency, rendered hIs 
manner somewhat embarrassed-an effect which was probably 
not a little heightened by those speculative ideas of. pr~priety 
which his recluse habits tended at once to perfect III hIS con­
ception and to diminish his power of realizing. He never 
sat for his pict~re; but the medallion of Tassie c?nveys a.n 
exact idea of hIS profile, and of the general expressIOn of hIS 
countenance." 

Of the many commentaries on The Wealth of Nations, that 
by J\Ir J. R. Maculloch is the most elaborate and the best 
known. But it is doubtful if any commentator has simplified 
the perspicuity or widened the comprehensiveness of the 
original. nIl' Maculloch has contributed an historical sketch 
of political economy as an introduction to Adam Smith',~ 
work, and has added a useful index. He has also appended 
notes, which occasionally extend the ideas expressed in the 
text. But his notes have the demerit of attempting to cor­
rect Adam Smith where he is not in error. On the principles 
which govern rent-following an ingenious but mystic theory, 
propounded, while Adam Smith was alive, by Dr James 
Anderson of Scotland, and amplified and rendered more mys­
terious by the mathematical speculations of a far more 
eminent author, David Ricardo-i\1r Maculloch charges the 
practical simplicity of the n'ealtlt of Nations with error, and 
leaves the student of that work, who knows the simple causes 
which practically regulate rent, to look on in wonder at the 
learned and laboured mystery. 

It is no part of our purpose in this biographic history to 
enter the lists of controversy. We only select those per­
sonages to people our pages who have contributed to the 
development of principles about which the great majority of 
mankind (at least British mankind) are now agreed. The 
questions raised by l\Jr Maculloch's corrective commentaries 
on The 'Wealth of Nations must be an exception. David 
Ricardo stands so high as a philosopher in economical science 
on most ~ubj~cts ~reated by. him, as to be separated fro~ 
Adam SmIth, III pomt of merIt and world-wide service, by no 
other author except Colonel Perronet Thompson. For which 
high ser,:ice it wou~d ~e t<;> the dignity of these pages to assign 
to 1\11' RlCar~lo a dlstmgUlshed aD? liberal place among those 
contemporarIes who surrounded him some thirty or forty years 
aft~r the death of the author of The Wealth of Nations. But 
as It would be then necessary t.Q guard the economist student 
against the re~t theory, it is better to strip that theory of its 
errors here whIle we have Adam Smith immediately before 
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our eyes, and Dr James Anderson at no great dj~tnn('(' be~ 
hind us. Around Mr Maculloch's commentary on Tile Wealtl. 
of Nations let us assemble them. 

SECT. II.-DR J.HlIES ANDERSON. 

It seems probable that this writer produced his theory 
(that which has been since amplified into tIle tl/eo,"y) of rent 
in an attempt to propound a system of corn-laws to be pecu­
liarly the corn-laws of Scotland. Holding him to have been 
unsound on corn-laws and on rent, it may be asked, \Vhy place 
him here ~ His title to a place here consists in this, that he 
was a practical writer on agriculture, on trade, and the prin­
ciples of economy, sometimes right, though as often wrong; 
and that his opinions, both the right and the wrong, have had 
followers. It is no small distinction to some of his errors 
that they have been followed by such writers as Ricardo and 
Maculloch, and their followers 

James Anderson was born about the year 1739, at the vil­
lage of Hermiston, six miles from Edinburgh, of parents who 
succeeded their forefathers for several generations in cultivat­
ing' the same land. They were a family of respectable farm­
ers, and their son may be said to have inhaled with his first 
breath that spirit of agricuilural knowledge for which he 
became so distinguished. Having been deprived of both his 
parents while yet very young, it was the wish of his guardian 
that he should occupy the paternal farm when old enough to 
undertake such a charge; and as much learning was not thouf.Cht 
necessary for a farmer, he was discouraged by his friends from 
prosecuting his studies beyond a common school education; 
but that decision and firmness which were throughout his life 
the most conspicuous features of his character, now began to 
appear, and he displayed a resolution to judge and act for 
himself. 

He informs us that, having read Home's Essay on Agricul­
ture, and finding that he could not understand the reasoning 
for want of chemical knowledge, he immediately resolved to 
attend Oullen's lectures on that science. Being very young, 
and ur.aided by the countenance of any friend who could give 
him advice or introduce him to the world, he waited on Dr 
Cullen, and explained his views and intentions. The Doctor, 
considering it as a boyish whim which might lead him away 
from his necessary pursuits, at first endeavoured to dissuade 
him from the undertaking; but finding that he had fully re­
flected on the subject, and adopted his resolution with a fixed 
determination to persevere in it, he assented to the deRjgn ; 
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and as the penetration of that ce.lebrated ma~ ~oon .discovered 
the capacity and steadiness of ~IS young pupil s mll~d, ~e not 
only encouraged his p:esent o?Ject, but be?ame his SIncere 
friend, and carefully dIrected his future studIes. Among tho 
first things he did upon his farm was to int.rodu?e for the 
first time the small two-horse plough, now In unIversal use 
over the greater part of Scotland. After having occupied 
Hermiston for a few years, he quitted it as a place that did 
not possess a sufficient field for his enterprising mind, and 
took a Ion a lease of a large farm in the wilds of Aberdeen­
shire, consisting of about 1:300 acres of land almost in a state 
of nature. This vast undertaking was entered upon before 
he was of age, the execution of the lease having been deferred 
till that period arrived. In the midst of the difficulties he 
had to contend with in bringing this tract into cultivation, 
which were very great-arising chiefly from the badness or 
total want of roads, the remote distance from markets, and 
the precariousness of the climate-he began his career as an 
author with his essays on planting, &c. first printed in the 
year 1771, in the" Edinburgh Weekly lIJafl'lzinl'," under the 
signature of Agricola, and again published separately in 1777. 
The first edition of his essays on agriculture, observations on 
national industry, and several others of his early writings, 
were composed during a residence of moro than twenty years 
at Monl{shill, the name of the above-mentioned farm. In the 
year 17~O, the honorary degrees of A.l\l. and LL.D. were 
conferred upon him by the G niversity of' Aberdeen. 

In l783, having previously arranged matters for the oon­
ducting of his farm, he removed to the neighbourhood of 
Edinburgh, principally with a view to the education of his 
increasing family, and influenced, no doubt, by a desire to 
live wh~re he could enjoy more of literary society than was to 
be had III so remote a part of the country. Previous to his 
departure from Aberdeenshire, he was actively employed in 
promoting measures for alleviating the distresses of the poor­
~r classes in that country, owing to the failure of the crops 
m 1782. About the same year he printed and circulated 
am,0!lg his. frie~ds a p~oposal for establishing the Northern 
Bntls~ Fisheries. ThiS tract was never published, but the 
attentIOn of' the governmp,nt being drawn to the subject by it 
he was applied to by the treasury to undertake a survey of 
~he west~rn coast~ o~ Scotland, fo~ the purI;>0l;'e of obtaining 
Information on thiS Important subject. ThIS public-Rpirited 
inquiry he undertook and accomplished in 1784 having a 
revenue cntter to convey him round the coast. ' 

,~r e next find him engaged in preparing for the publication 
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of the" Bee." This was a project he han long contemplated, 
namely, a weekly periodical work, designed for the dissemina­
tion of u!o\eful knowledge, which by its cheapness should be 
calculated for all ranks of people, while sufficient attention 
was paid to its various literary departments to render it 
acceptable in the highest circles. 

His name was now so highly established, that the encourage­
ment given by the public to this performance was wonderful, 
and nothing but great mismanagement in conducting the 
commercial part of the work could have caused it to fail in 
being a very profitable concern to him. His own writings 
form a conspicuous part of this book, under the names of 
Senex, Timothy Hairbrain, Alcibiades, and the greater part 
of the matter without signature 

Having removed to the vicinity of London about the year 
1797, he once more engaged in the service of the pul.iic, and 
produced, in A pri11799, the first number of his" Recreations," 
a miscellaneous monthly publication, having for its principal 
objects agriculture and natural history. Although the work 
contains a number of communications from others, yet the 
greater part of it is written by himself. It met with tlia 
greatest encouragement from the public; but complaining of 
the irregularity of his printers and booksellers as being into­
lerable, he dropt it at the end of the sixth volume. The 
thirty-seventh number of his "Recreations" is his last publica­
tion, in March 1802, after which he consigned himself to 
quiet retirement, at a time "hen he foresaw the decline of 
his own powers approaching; these were hastened to decay 
by being overworked. He died on the 15th October 1808. 

As a practical farmer, it is acknowledged by all who knew 
him that he not only understood how to turn the mones of 
culture usually followed by others to the greatest advantage, 
by judiciously selecting and applJing them according to the 
circumstances of the case, but also that he had powerful re­
sources within his own mind in,t.he invention of new practices, 
many of which, and of those followed in distant countries, he 
introduced with the greatest success. Failings of a nature 
which too often accolllJmny geniU!', however, deprived IJim of 
most of the benefits of his labours. He was deficient in that 
plodding perseverance which was necessary to matme the 
works he had begun; and he often neglected one object to 
adopt another. But, above all, his utter negligence of pecu­
niary matters brought him into difficulties which embittered 
the best of' his days. In his younger days he was handsome 
in his person, of middle stature, and robust constitution. 
Extremely moderate in his liying, the country exercise anima.-



ted his countenance with the glow of health; but t~e oyer­
strained exertion of his mental powers afterwards ImpaIred 
his health ultimatelv wasted his faculties, and brought on 
premature' old age. • 

Or Anderson was the author of several articles for the 
" Encylopedia Britannica." He contributed numerous essays, 
11l1,!Pr a variety of signatures, in the early part of the" Edm­
hur![h \Veekly Magazine," the pr~ncipal of whi~h were, 
A!.!\'i~ob; Timoleon; Germanicus; SIDlOn; Scoto-Brlt/mnus; 
E: Aberdeen; 11 enry Plain; Impartial; A Scot. He also 
reyiewed the subject of agriculture for the" Monthly Review," 
for several ycars. 

In his II~'fllii'.'/ info tlw Nofnre of the Oorn-lalcs, pub~ished 
in E(linburgh in 1777, he descants on rent, as we see III the 
next !iuction. 

SECT. llI.-A:\"nElt~O"'S THEORY OF RENT. 

"I foresee here a popubr objection: It will be said that the 
price to the farmer is so high only on account of the high 
rents and avaricious extortions of' the proprietors. ' Lower; 
say they, 'your rents, and the farmer will be able to afford 
his grain cheaper to the consumer.' But if the avarice alone 
of the propridors was the cause of the dearth of corn, 
whence comes it, I may ask, that the price of grain is always 
hi!!her on the west than on the east. coast of Scotland? Are 
th'e proprietors in the Lothians more tender-hearted and 
lc"'s avaricious than those of Clydesdale! The truth is, 
nothing can be more groundless than these clamours against 
men of landed property. There i~ no doubt that they, as 
well as every other class of men, will be willing to auO'ment 
their revenue, as mueh as they can, and therefore will :lways 
accept of as high a rent for their land as is offered to them. 
\Vould merchants or manufacturers do otherwise? \Vould 
eitlwr the one or the other of these refuse, for the goods he 
offers t? s~le .in a fair open way, as high a price as \he pur­
c~aser IS mchned to gIve? If they would not, it is surely 
With a bad grace that they blame gentlemen for accepting 
such a rent for their land as farmers, who are supposed 
always to understand the value of it, shall choose to offer them. 

" It is not, however, the rent of the land that determines 
the. price of i~s produce, but it is the price of that produce 
whICh determmes the rent of the land, although the price of 
that produce is often highest in those countries where the 
rent of land is lowest. 'l'his seems to be a paradox that de~ 
serves to be explained. 
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" In ~very country there is a variety of soils, differing con­
siderably from one another in point of fertility. These we 
shall at present suppose arranged into different cln~s('l', which 
we shall denote by the letters A, B, C, D, E, F, &c., the 
class A comprehending the soils of the greatest fertility, and 
the other letters expressing different classes of soils, gradually 
decreasing in fertility as you recede from the first. Now, as 
the expense of cultivating the least fertile soil is as great or 
greater than that of the most fertile field, it necessarily fol­
lows that, if an equal quantity of corn, the produce of each 
field, can be sold at the same price, the profit on cultivating 
the most fertile soil must be much greater than that of cul­
tivating the others; and as this continues to decrease as the 
sterility increases, it must at length happen that the expense 
of cultivating some of the inferior classes will equal the value 
of the whole produce. 

"This being premised, let us suppose that the class F 
includes all those fields whose produce in oatmeal, if sold at 
14s. per boll, would be just sufficient to pay the expense of 
cultivating them, without affording any rent at all; that the 
class E comprehended those fields whose produce, if sold at 
13s. per boll, would free the charges without affording any 
rent; and that, in like manner, the classes D, C, B, and A, 
consisted of fields whose produce, if sold respectively at 128., 
] ] s., lOs., and 9s. per boll, would exactly pay the charge of 
culture without any rent. 

" Let us now suppose that all the inhabitants of the coun­
try where such fields are placed could be I'ustained by the 
produce of the first four classes, viz. A, B, C, and D. It is 
plain that if the average selling price of oatmeal in that coun­
try was 12s. per boll, those who possessed the field,.; D could 
just afford to cultivate them without paying any rent at all; 
so that if there were no other produce of the fields th,~t could 
be reared at a smaller expense than corn, the farmer could 
afford no rent whatever to the proprietor for tl:em ; and if so, 
no rents could be afforded for the fields E and F, nor could 
the utmost avarice of the proprietor in this case extort a rent 
for them. In these circumstances, however, it is obvious that 
thl~ farmer who possessed the fields in the class C could pay 
the expense of cultivating them, and also afford to the pro­
prietor a rent equal to I s. for every boll of their produce; 
and, in like manner, the possessors of the fields B and A 
could afford a rent equal to 2s. or 3s. per boll of their pro­
duce respectively. Nor would the proprietors of these fields 
find any difficulty in obtaining these rents; because farmers, 
finding they could live equally well upon such soils, though pny-
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ing these rents, as they could do upon the field D, without any 
rent at all, would be equally willing to take the one as the other. 

" But let us again suppose that the whole produce of the 
fields A, R, C, and D, was not sufficient to maintain the whole 
of the inhabitants. If the average selling price should con­
tinue at 12s. per boll, as none of the fields E or F could 
admit of being cultivated, the inhabitants would be under the 
necessity of bringing grain from some other country to supply 
their wants; but if it should be found that grain could not be 
brought from that other country, at an average, under] 3s. 
per boll, the price in the home market would rise to that rate, 
so that the fields E could then be brought into culture, and 
those of the class D could afford a rent to the proprietor 
equal to what was formerly yielded by C, and so on of others, 
the rents of every class rising in the same proportion. J f 
these fields were sufficient to maintain 1 he whole of the inha­
bitants, the price would remain permanently at 13s.; but if 
there was still a deficiency, and if that could not be made up 
for less than 14s. per boll, the price would rise in the market to 
that rate, in which case the fields F might also be brought into 
culture, and the rents of all the others would rise in proportion. 

" To apply this reasoning to the present case, it appears 
that the people in the Lothians can be maintained by the pro­
duce of the fields A, B, C, D, and E, but the inhabitants of 
Clydesdale require also the produce of the fields F; so that 
the one is under the necessity of giving, at an average, Is. 
per boll more for meal than the other. 

"Let us now suppose that the gentlemen of Clydesdale, 
from an extraordinary exertion of patriotism, and an inordi­
nate desire to encourage manufactures, should resolve to lower 
their rents so as to demand nothing from those who possessed 
the fields E, as well as those of the class F, and should allow 
the rents of all the others to sink in proportion; would the 
prices of grain fall in consequence of this? By no means. 
The inhabitants are still in need of the whole produce of the 
fields F as before, and are un~er the necessity of paying the 
farmer of these fields such a prIce as to enable him to culti­
vate them. He must, therefore, still receive 14s. per boll as 
~ormerly; and as the grain from the fields E, D, C, B, and A, 
IS at least equally -good, the occupiers of each of these fields 
would receive the same price for their produce. The only 
consequence, then, that would result from this Quixotic scheme 
would be the enriching one class of farmers at the expense of 
their proprietors, without producing the smallest benefit to 
the consumers of grain-perhaps the reverse, as the industry 
of these farmers might be slackened by this measure." 
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SECT. IV.-RICARDO AND MACITLLOCH'S THEORY OF F.ENT. 

" On the first settling of a country, in which there is an 
abundance of rich and fertile land, a very small proport.ion of 
which is required to be cultivated for the support of the actllal 
population, or indeed can be cultivated with the capital which 
the population can commanJ, there will be no rent; for no 
one would pay for the use of land when there was an abundant 
quantity not yet appropriated, and, therefore, at the disposal 
of whosoever might choose to cultivate it. 

" On the common principles of supply and demand, no rent 
could be paid for such land, for the reason stated why nothing 
is given for the use of air and water, or for any other of the gifts 
of nature which exist in boundless quantity. With a given 
qi.antity of materials, and with the assistance of the press­
ure of the atmosphere, and the elasticity of steam, engines 
may perform work, and abridge human labour to a very 
great extent; but no charge is made for the use of theso 
natural aids, because they are inexhaustible, and at every 
man's disposal. In the same manner, the brewer, the distil­
ler, the dyer, make incessant use of the air and water for the 
production of their commodities; but as the supply is bound­
less, they bear no price. If aU land had the same properties, 
if it were unlimited in quantity and uniform in quality, no 
charge could be made for its me, unless where it possessed 
peculiar advantages of situation. It is only, then, because 
land is not unlimited in quantity and uniform in quality, and 
because, in the progress of population, land of an inferior quu.­
lity, or less advantageously situated, is called into cultivation, 
that rent is ever paid for the use of it. \Vhen, in the pro­
gress of society, land of the second degree of fertility is taken 
into cultivation, rent immediately commences on that of the 
first quality, and the amount of that rent will depend on the 
difference in the quality of these two portions of land. 

" "Vhen land of the third quality is taken into cultivation, 
rent immediately commences on the second, and it is regulated 
as before, by the difference in their productive powers. At 
the same time, the rent of the first quality will rise, for that 
must always be above the rent of the second, by the 
difference between the produce which they yield with a 
given quantity of capital and labour. With every step in 
the progress of population, which shall oblige a country to 
have recourse to land of a worse quality, to enable it to raise 
its supply of food, rent, on all the more fertile land, will rise. 

"Thus, suppose land Nos. 1, 2, 3, to yield, with an equal 
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employment of capital and bhonr, a net produce of 100, 90, 
a.nd 150 quarters of corn. In a npl\' country, where there 
is an abul1,lance of fertile land compan·<! with the population, 
ana where thernfol'e it is only uel:l'sc'ary to cultivate 1\0. !, the 
whole net produce will Lelol1t; to the cultivator, and wIll be 
the profits of the stock which he advances. As soon as po­
pulation had so far inl:rearsed as to make it necessary to 
cultivate No.2, frolll which ninety quarters only can be ob­
tained after Rllpp(\rtil1!! the labourers, rent would commence 
on No. I ; for eitller there must be two rates of profit on 
agricultural capital, or ten quarters, or the value of ten quar­
ters, must be withdrawn from the produce of No. 7 for 
some other \,urp0:'<c. \ \' hether the proprietor of the land, 
or any other person, cultivated No. I, these ten quarters 
would e(FlcLlly conrstitute rent; for the cultimtor of No. 2 
would get the same result with his capital, whether he culti­
vated No.1, paying ten quarters for rent, or continued to 
cultivate No.2, paying no rent. In the same manner it 
might be shewn that when No.3 is brought into cultivation, 
the \'l'nt of No. 2 must be ten quarters, or the value of ten 
'IuartC'l'~, whilst the rent No. I would rise to twenty quarters; 
for the cultivator of No. 3 would have the same profits, 
whether he paid twenty quarters for the rent of No.], ten quar­
t.ors for the rent of No.2, or cultivated No. :3 free of all rent. 

"It often, and, indeed, commonly happens, that before 
~os. 2, 3, 4, or 5, or the inferior lands, are cultivated, capital 
c:tn be employed more productively on those lands which 
are already in cultivation. It may perhaps be found that, by 
doubling the original capital employed on No. I, though the 
production will not be doubled, will not be increased by 100 
quarter~~ it may be increased by eighty-five quarters, and 
that thiS quantIty exceeds what could be obtained by em­
ploying the same capital on land No.3. 

" In such case capital will be preferably employed on the old 
land, and will equally create a rent; for rent· is always the 
difference between t.?~ produce ?btained by the employment 
of two equal quantIties of capItal and labour. If with a 
capital of L.IOOO a tenant obtain 100 quarters of wheat from 
his lan 1. and by the employment of a second capital of L.IOOO 
he obtain a further return of eighty-five, his landlord would have 
the power, at the expiration of ~is lease, of obliging him to 
pay fifteen quarters, or an eqUIvalent value for additionaJ 
rent; for there cannot be two rates of profit. If he is satis­
fied wit,h a diminution of fifteen quarters in the return for hi~ 
second L.IOOO, it. is because no employment more profitable 
can be found for It. The common rate of profit would be in 
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that proportion, and if the original tenant refused, some other 
person would be found willing to give all which exceeded that 
rate of profit to the owner of the land from which he derived 
it. 

" In this case, as well as in the other, the capital last em­
ployed pays no rent. For the greater p.rod,uctive powers of 
the first L.IOOO, fifteen quarters are paId tor rent; for the 
employment of the second L.IOOO no rent whatever is paid. 
If a third L.lOOO he employed on the same land, with a return 
of seventy-five quarters, rent will then be paid for the second 
L.lOOO, and will be efl'JaI to the difference between the pro­
duce of these two or ten quarters; and at the same time the 
n'llt of' the first L.lOOO will rise from fifteen to twenty-five 
quarters; while the last L.IOOO will pay no rent whatever. 

4. If, then, good land existed in a quantity much more abun­
dant than the production of food for an increasing population 
required, or if capital could be indefinitely employed without 
a diminished return on the old land, there could be no rise of 
rent; for rent invariably proceeds from the employment of 
an additional quantity of labour with a proportionally less 
retUl·n. 

"The most fertile and most favourably situated land will 
be first cultivated, and the exchangeable value of its produce 
will be adjusted in the same manner as the exchangeable 
\'alue of all other commodities, by the total quantity of labour 
necessary in various forms, from first to last, to produce it 
and bring it to market. \\Then land of an inferior quality is 
taken into cultivation, the exchangeable value of raw produce 
will rise, because more labour is required to produce it. 

" The exchangeable value of all commodities, whether they 
be manufactured, or the produce of the mines, or the produce 
of land, is always regulated, not by the less quantity of labour 
that will suffice for their production under circumstances 
highly favourable, and exclusively enjoyed by those who have 
peculiar facilities of' production; but by the greater quantity 
of labour necessarily bestowed on their production by those 
who have no such facilities; by those who continue to produce 
them under the most unfavourable circumstances; meaning, 
by the most unfavourable circumstances, the most unfavour­
able under which the quantity of produce required renders it 
necessary to canyon the production. 

" Thus, in a charitable institution, where the poor are set 
to work with the funds of benefactors, the general prices of 
the commodities, which are the produce of such work, will 
not be governed by the peculiar facilities afforded to these 
workmen, but by the common, usual, and natural difficulties, 
which every other manufacturer will have to encounter. The 
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manufacturer enjoying none of these f:1.cilities might, i~deed, be 
driven altogether from the market, If the supply afforded by 
these favoured workmen were equal to all the wants of the 
community· but if he continued the trade, it would be only 
on condit'i;n th;t he should derive from it the usual and 
general rate of pro!its on stock; an~ that could. only happen 
when his commodity sold for a pflce proportIOned to the 
quantity of labour bestowed on its production. 

" It is true that on the best land the same produce would 
still be obtained ,,'ith the same labour as before, but its value 
would be enhanced in consequence of the diminished returns 
obtained by those who employed fresh labour and stock on 
the less fertile land. Notwithstanding, then, that the advan­
tages of fertil:' over inferior lands are in no case lost, but only 
transferred from the cultivator or consumer to the landlord, 
yet, since more labour is required on the inferior lands, and 
since it is from such land only that we are enabled to furnish 
ourseh'es with the additional supply of raw produce, the com­
parative value of that produce will continue permanently above 
its formcr level, and make it exchange for more hats, cloth,. 
shoes, &c., &c., in the production of which no such additional 
quantity of labour is required. 

" The reason then, why raw produce rises in comparative 
value, is because more labour is employed in the production 
of the last portion obtained, and not because a rent is paid to 
the landlord. The value of corn is regulated by the quantity 
of labour bestowed on its production on that quality of land, 
or with that portion of capital, which pays no rent,. Corn is 
not high because a rent is paid, but a r€l1t is paid because 
corn is high; and it has been justly observed that no reduc­
tion would take place in the price of corn, although landlords 
should fnrego the whole of their rent. Such a measure would 
only enable some farmers to live like gentlemen, but would not 
diminish the quantity of labour necessary to raise raw pro­
duce on the least productive land in cultivation. 

': Nothing is more common than to hear of the advantagcs 
whICh the land possesses over every other source of useful pro­
duce, on account of the surplus which it yields in the form of 
rent. Yet when land is most abundant, when most produc­
tive, and most fertile, it yields no rent; and it is only when 
its powers decay, and less is yielded in return for labour that 
a share of the original produce of the more fertile porti~Ds is 
set apar~ for rent. It is singu~ar that t~is quality in the 
land, whICh should have been notIced as an Imperfection com­
pared with the natural agents by which manufacture;s are 
assisted, should have been pointed out as constituting its pe­
culiar pre-eminence. If air, water, the elasticity of steam, 



FREE TRADE A:-.'D THE LEAGUE. 209 

ana the pressure of the atmosphere, wero of various qualities 
if they coulrl be appropriu,ted, anrl each quality existed only in 
moderate abundance, they, as well as the land, would afford 
a rent, as the successive qualities were brought into use. 
\Vith every worse quality employed, the value of the commo­
dities in the manufacture of which they were used would rise, 
because equal quantities of labour would be less productive. 
Man would do more by the sweat of his brow, and nature per­
form less; and the land would be no longer pre-emincn t for 
its limited powers . 
. "If the surplus prorluce which land affords in the form of 

rent be an advantage, it is desirable that, every year, the ma­
chinery newly constructed should be less efficient than the 
old, as that would undoubtedly give a greater exchangeable 
value to the goods manufactured, not only by that machinery, 
but by all the other machinery in the kingdom; and a rent 
would be paid to all those who possessed the most productive 
machinery. 

" The rise of rent is always the effect of the increasing 
wealth of the country, and of the difficulty of providing food 
for its augmented population. It is a symptom, but it is 
never a cause, of wealth; for wealth often increases most ra­
pidly while rent is either stationary or even falling.. Rent 
increases most rapidly as the disposable land decreases in its 
productive powers. Wealth increases most rapidly in those 
countries where the disposable land is most fertile, where im­
portation is least restricted, and where, through agricultural 
improvements, productions can be multiplied without any in­
crease in the proportional quantity of labour, and where con­
sequently the progress of rent is slow. 

"If the high price of corn were the effect and not the 
cause of rent, prices would be proportionally influenced as 
rents were high or low, and rent would be a component part 
of price. But that corn which is produced by the greatest 
quantity of labour is the regulator of the price of corn; and 
rent does not and cannot enter in the least degree as a com­
ponent part of its price. Adam Smith, therefore, cannot be 
correct in supposing that the original rule which regulated 
the exchangeable value of commodities, namely, the compara­
tive quantity of labour by which they were produced, can be 
at all altered by the appropriation of land and the payment 
of rent. Raw material enters into the composition ot' most 
commodities, but the value of that raw material, as well as 
corn, is regulated by the productiveness of the portion of ca­
pit» 1 last employed on the land, and paying no rent; and 
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therefore, rent is not a component part of tLe prIce of \'om·~ 
modities. 

" 'Ve have been hitherto considering the effects of the na­
tural progress of wealth and population on rent, in a country 
in which the land is of variously productive powers; and we 
have seen that, with every portion of additional capital which 
it becomes necessary to employ on the land with a less pro­
ductivf' return, rent would rise. It follows, from the same 
principles, that any circumstances in society which ~hould 
make it unnecessary to employ the same amount of capItal on 
the land, ami which should therefore make the portion last 
employed more productive, would lower rent. Any grea~ re­
duction in the capital of a country, which should materIally 
diminish the funds destined for the maintenance of labour, 
would naturally have this effect. Population regulates itself 
by the funds which are to employ it, and therefore always 
increases or diminishes with the increase or diminution of 
capital. Every reduction of capital is therefore necessarily 
followed by a less effective demand for corn, by a fall of price, 
and by diminished cultivation. In the revprse order to that 
in which the accumulation of capital raises rent will the 
diminution of' it lower rmt. Land of a less unproductive 
quality will be in succession relinquished, the exchangeable 
value of produce will fall, and land of a superior quality will 
be the land last cultivated, and that which will then pay no 
rent. 

H The same effects may, however, be produced when the 
wealth and population of a country are increased, if that 
increase is accompanied by such marked improvements in 
agricu~ture aR s}lall, have the same efft>ct of diminishing the 
necessIty of cultlvatl~g the poorer I~nd~, or of expending the 
same amount of capItal on the cultIvatIOn of the more fertile 
portions. 

"If a million of quarters of corn be necessary for the sup­
port of a given population, and if it be raised on land of the 
qualities of Nos. 1, 2, 3; and if an improvement be afterwards 
discovered by which it can be raised on Nos. 1 and 2 without 
employing No.3, it is evident that the immediate effect must 
be a fall of rent; for No.2, instead of No :l will then be 
cultivated without paying any rent; and the ~ent of No.1 
instead of being t~e difference between the produce of No: 
3 and No.1; WIll be the difference only between Nos. 
2 and 1. WIth the same population, and no more. there 
can be .no demand for any additional quantity of (,{jrn; 
the capItal and labour employed on No. 3 will be de:-
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voted to the production of other commoditie'3 desirable to the 
community, and can have no effect in raising rent, unless the 
raw material from which they are made cannot be obtained 
without employing capital less advantageously on the land, in 
which case No.3 mU!lt again be cultivated. 

" It is undoubtedly true that the fall in the relative price 
of raw produce, in consequence of the improvement in agricul­
ture, or rather in consequence of less labour being bestowed 
on its production, would naturally lead to increased accumu­
lation; for the profits of stock would be greatly augmented. 
This accumulation would lead to an increased demand for 
labour, to higher wages, to an increased population, to a far­
ther demand for raw produce, and to an increased cultivation. 
It is only, however, after the increase in the population that 
rent would be as high as before; that is to say, after ~o. 3 
was taken into cultivation, a considerable period would have 
elapsed, attended with a positive diminution of rent. 

H But improvements in agriculture are of two kinds; those 
which increase the productive powers of the land and those 
which enable us, by improving our machinery, to obtain its pro­
duce with less labour. They both lead to a fall in the price 
of raw produce; they both affect rent, but they do not affect 
it equally. If they did not occasion a fall in the price of raw 
produce, they would not be improvements; for it is the essen­
tial quality of an improvement to diminish the quantity of 
labour before required to produce a commodity; and this 
diminution cannot take place without a fall of its price or 
relative value. 

The improvements which increase the productive powers 
of the land are such as the more skilful rotation of crops or 
the better choice of manure. These improvements absolutely 
enable us to obtain the same produce from a smaller quantity 
of land. If, by the introduction of a course of turnips, I can 
feed my sheep besides raising my corn, the land on which the 
sheep were before fed becomes unnecessary, and the same 
quantity of raw produce is raised by the employment of a less 
quantity of land. If I discover a manure which will enable 
me to make a piece of land produce twenty per cent. more corn, 
I mav withdraw at least a portion of my capital from the most 
unproductive part of my farm. But, as I before obse~ved: it 
is not necessary that land should be thr.own out .of. cuItlva~lOn 
in order to reduce rent; to produce thIS effect It IS suffiCient 
that successive portions of capital are employed on the same 
land with different results, and that the portion which gives 
the least result should be withdrawn. If, by the introduction 
of the turnip husbandry, 01' by the use of a more invigorating 
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manure, T can obtain the same produce with less capital, a.nd 
without disturbing the difference between the productIve 
powers of the successive portions .of capi~al, I ~haIIlower re~t; 
for a different and more productIve pOl·tIon wIll. be that whICh 
will form the standard from which every other WIll be reckoned. 
If, for example, the successive portions of capita} yielded 100, 
90, 80, 70, whilst I employed these four portIOns my rent 
would be 60, or the difference between 

( 100 
70 and 100=301 I 90 
7/1 and 90~20 110 
70 and 80= ~ whilst the produce would be 340, l 70 

wJ m 

and while I employed these portions, the rent would remain 
the same, although the produce of each should have an equal 
augmentation. If, instead of 100. 90, 80, 70, the produ~e 
should be increased to 125, 115, 10;j, 95, the rent would stIll 
be 60, or the difference between 

95 and 125=301 
tJ5 and 115=211 
95 and 1U5= 10 

63 J 

whilst the prodnce would be 
increased to 440, I ~i~ 

105 
I 95 
1-

l440 

But with such an increase of produce, without an increase of 
demand, there could be no motive for employing so much 
capital on the land; one portion would be withdrawn, and 
consequently the last portion of capital would yield 105 instead 
of 9.5, and rent would fall to 30, or the difference between 

105 and 125=20} h'l I "d [125 IOj and Il5= lOw I st t Ie produce Will shll b«; a eq l1a~e II:? 
_ to the wants of the populatIOn, for It 1lI0 
30 would be 345 quarters, or l--

345 

the demand being only for 340 quarters. But there are im­
provements which may lower the relative value of produce 
without lowering the corn rent, though they will lower the 
money rent of land, Such improvements do not increase the 
productive powers of the land; but they enable us to obtain 
its produce with less labour. They are rather directed to 
the formation of the capital applied to land than to the cul­
tivation of the land itself. Improvements in aO'ricultural 
implements, such as the plough and the thrashing machine 
economy in the use of horses e~nployed in husbandry, and ~ 
better knowledge of the vetermary art, are of this nature. 
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Less capital, which is the same thing as less labour, will be 
employed on the luud; but, to obtain the same produce, less 
land cannot be cultivated. Whether improvements of this 
kind, however, affect corn rent, must depend on the question, 
whether the difference between the produce obtained by the 
employment of different portions of capital be increased, 
stationary, or diminished. If four portions of capital, 50, 60, 
70, 80, be employed on the land, giving each the same results, 
and any improvement in the formation of such capital should 
enable me to withdraw 5 from each, so that they should be 45, 
55, 65, and 75, no alteration would take place in the corn rent; 
but if the improvements were such as to enable me to make 
the whole saving on that portion of capital which is least pro­
ductively employed, corn rent would immediately fall, because 
the difference between the capital most productive and the 
capital least productive would be diminished; and it is this 
difference which constitutes rent . 

• , Without multiplying instances, I hope enough has been 
said to shew that, whatever diminishes the inequality in the 
produce obtained from successive portions of capital employed 
on the same or new land tends to lower rent; and that \\'hat­
ever increases that inequality necessarily produces an opposite 
effect, and tends to raise it. 

"In speaking of the rent of the landlord, we have rather 
considered it as the proportion of the produce obtained with a 
given capital on any given farm, without any reference to its 
exchangeable value; but since the same cause, the difficulty of 
production, raises the exchangeable value of raw produce, and 
raises also the proportion of raw produce paid to the landlordf'or 
rent, it is obvious that the landlord is doubly benefited by diffi­
culty of production; first, he obtains a greater share; and, se­
condly, the commodity in which he is paid is of greater value." 

As Mr Maculloch adopts the foregoing theory, and delivers 
it, in his Notes on the Wealth of Nations, in language only 
slightly different from this, we need not lengthen our quotations 
by inserting his theory here. Some of his points are quoted 
by Colonel Thompso~ in the next section. 

SECT. V.-ADAM SMITH AND COLONEL PERRONET THOMPSON'S 

THEORY OF RENT. 

In the Wealth of Nations, book i., chapter ii., Smith 
says-" Rent, considered as the price paid for the use of land, 
is naturally the highest which the tenant can afford to pay in 
the actual circumstances of the laud. In adjusting the terms 
of the lease, the landlord endea.vours to leave him no greater 

VOl. I 14 
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share of the produce than what is sufficient to keep up the 
stock from which he furnishes the seed, pays the labour, and 
purchases and maintains the cattle ~nd other instruments. of 
husbandry, together with the ordInary profits of farmIng 
stock in the neighbourhood. This is evi~entlythe. smallest ~hare 
with which the tenant can content hmlself WIthout bemg a 
loser, and the landlord seldom means to leave him any 
more." 

In these plain words, brief, and easily understood, we have 
not only the theory of rent, but its universal practice. It is 
not a charge of rapacity against the landowners, as Dr 
Anderson treats it, to say that they take all the profits of the 
land which the tenants can afford to pay as rent. It is the 
same with the shopkeepers, the manufacturers, and the me~­
chants, in regard of prices, as with the landowners and theIr 
rents; and the same with the houseowners and their rents. 

It is no more necessary that there should be different quali­
ties of land to constitute rent per acre, than that there 
should be different qualities of cloth to constitute price per 
yard. The best land is not rented the highest, if it be situat­
ed disadvantageously for markets. It is not .true, as l\Ir 
Ricardo and Mr Maculloch allege. that in newly settled 
countries the best land is all occupied first, and that therefore 
no rent is paid until land of the second quality is occupied. 
The first colonists in a new country plant themselves beside 
some natural harbour, natural fortress, and, if possible, natu­
rally good land. They are bound by forests and the want 
of roads, or by some other obstacle, and impelled by con­
venience, to occupy land of all qualities, where they first 
set tIe, before going farther into the wilderness to reclaim. 

Mr Ricardo says, "Rent is that portion of the produce of 
the earth which is paid to the landlord for the use of the 
indestructible powers of the soil," ~nd not for the buildings, 
he proceeds to say, nor the draInage, nor other improve­
ments. 

Mr Mac~lloch says, "The ren~ of land properly so called, is 
the sums paId for the natural and inherent powers of the soil and 
is entirel~ distinct from the sums paid for buildings, roads, fe~ces, 
or other Improvement.s effected upon it. The latter is plainly 
the p~ofit on, or return for, the capital laid out on the land. 
PractICally these sums are uniformly almost confounded as 
they have been in this instance by Dr Smith, under 'the 
general term ren.t. Bu~ they a~e e~sentially distinct; and 
should be so conSidered m every mqUiry of this sort." 

They are as distinct as the cost of the wool or the cotton is 
from the price of the blanket or the calico. It is necessary in 
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all inquiries into the natural and acquired value of any com­
modity, to observe what part is the price of raw material, what 
the price of labour, what the fair return for capital invested, 
and what the excess or deficit of profit arising from full 
demand and deficient supply, or from deficient demand and 
over-supply. But care must be taken not to assert fallacies 
as facts. The greatest conflict of principles in modern times 
has been the conflict of the Free Trade with the monopolist 
principle. The monopolist principle had its stronghold in the 
corn-laws. The corn-laws were defended on the ground that 
the lowest quality of land then in cultivation would be dis­
cultured if the trade in corn became free; and if the lowest 
quality of land was discultured, the rent of all other lands 
would be reduced in amount. This allegation was chiefly 
founded on the rent theory of Anderson, which is amplified 
as we have seen by Ricardo and adopted by Maculloch. The 
monopolists having authors of such high reputation as political 
economists to appeal to, were proportionately formidable to 
the Free Traders. A theory more visionary and unrelated to 
practice never was propounded. Seldom has there been one 
on economical subjects so mischievous. 

Colonel Thompson, in reviewing Mr Maculloch's corrections 
of Adam Smith, says, in vindication of Smith and correction of 
Maculloch, " Rent is not a consequence of the decreasing pro­
ductiveness of the soils successively brought into cultivation. 
It exists in Egypt, where a man may stand with one foot in 
the rich arable soil, and the other in the dominions of Typhon, 
a!'l some have construed him, or sand; and it clearly would 
exist in the island in the South Sea, if such there were, 
where every inch of.soil, down to the sea beach, should be of 
the same uniform quality as a citizen's cabbage garden at 
Peckham, from tlte moment the population be.qan to press against 
tIle produce. 'It is never heard of in newly settled countries 
-in New Holland, lIIinois, or Indiana, or in any country 
where none but the best of the good soils are cultivated;' 
(Macztlloch.) Nor would it be heard of in the South Sea 
island, while the land was newly settled, or, till tlte population 
began to press against tlte p1·oduce. If there be inferior land in 
existence, then, as population begins to press, this inferior 
land will successively be taken into cultivation, in the South 
Sea island, or anywhere else. But why will this particular 
school of political economists persist in mystifying their fellow 
creatures, by putting the cart before the horse, and declaring 
to be the general cause what is only an accidental conse­
quenee, arising out of foreign circumstances, which m:ty exist 
or may not? Could the art of man have invented a more likely. 
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way to go wrong? They admit that th?re i~ high rent be­
cause prices are high; but what makes prIces hIgh? Answer; 
because there is inferior land; for they say there would be 
no rent unless the lands 'under cultivation be of different 
powers,' and, 'unless inferior lands are taken into tillage;' 
Ergo, the existence of inferior lands is the cause o~ rent ;. al80 
rent, they say, is not the cause but the effect of hIgh prl.ces ; 
Ergo, the existence of inferior land must cause rent by prevIOus­
ly causing high prices-there is ~o o~her way of piecing .the 
two into a whole. If, then, the mferIOr land were sunk mto 
the sea, would there cease to be high prices? According to 
their reasoning there ought. Yet it will be very difficult to 
persuade the world that prices would not be ltigher from such 
a circumstance, or that the effect of the rise upon the lucky 
owners of the good land left would not be to raise their 
rents."-( Westminster Review, 1st Oct<Jher 1832.) 

SECT. VI.-GRANVILLE SHARP. 

In the slave nations of olden times; in the serfdom days of 
England; in the nations whose industry is still the work of 
the bondman, commerce, as a wealth-giving, man-elevating 
institution, never existed and cannot exist: eommerce shrinks 
from the foul bargain of man's flesh, and languishes in those 
lands, be they ever so fertile, ever so favoured for trade by 
nature, where the moral pestilence of slavery consumes human 
energies. We cannot in the moderate compass of this history 
of the emancipation of trade render full homage, nor perform 
.full biographic service, to all the emancipators of men. Yet 
to omit them would be to leave biographic blanks, which duty 
to the pioneers of personal and commercial freedom does not 
permit u~ to pass over. In. the spirit o~ that dutiful homage, 
let us wrIte the name and hfe of GranVIlle Sharp, who at his 
own cost laid an adamantine stone in the British constitution, 
in its lowest foundation, to remain for ever, and reared upon 
it one of the noblest dignities of the British nation, to last 
through all time in the eyes of all the world; who at his own 
cost established by law the legal axiom that "the moment the 
foot of a slave touches the soil of Britain that slave is a free 
man." The opponents and subduers of the most damnable of 
monopolies-the man-monopoly-cannot be passed over. 

Granville Sharp was born at Durham on the 21st of Novem­
ber 1735. He was the ninth son of Dr Thomas Sharp, and 
grandson of Archbishop S~arp. In'the spring of the year 
1750 he left Durham, and m May was bound apprenti«!e in 
London to a linen-draper. At the expiration of his appren-
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ticeship he quitted his situation, and engaged himself in the 
service of another linen factory, which he had reason to 
suppose established on a large foundation; but finding the 
concern far more contracted than he had imagined, he soon 
relinquished his engagement. 

In this period he made his first advances in learning. A 
series of controversies with an inmate of his master's house, 
who happened to be a IT nitarian, first exited him to the study 
of the Greek tongue. Thev disputed concerning the Trinity 
and the atonement of Christ; on these topics the Unitarian 
declared that Granville was mistaken in the opinions which 
he uttered, and that his misconception arose from his want of 
acquaintance with the Greek language, "in which," he alSsel't­
ed, "the subjects of their dispute did not suffer the inter­
p~etation which he put on them, and he therefore referred 
him to the New Testament in its original text." He learneu 
Hebrew nearly at the same time, and from a cause exactly 
similar. A Jew, who appears to have resided also in his 
master's house, frequently contested with him the truths of 
the Christian religion, and, when hard pressed by his earnest 
reasonings, constantly declared that he misinterpreted the 
prophecies from ignorance of the language in which they were 
written; referring him to the Hebrew Bible, in the same 
manner as the Unitarian had done to the Greek Testament. 

In 1765 his attention was first directed towards slavery. 
Pain and disease, the consequence of severe blows and hard­
ships, led a miserable sufferer named Strong to seek the aid 
of Mr William Sharp, Granville's brother; and it was in one 
of his morning visits to the surgery in Mincing Lane that he 
was met by Granville, as he approached the door of the house, 
ready to faint through extreme weakness. On inquiry it was 
found that he had been a slave of Mr David Lisle, a lawyer of 
Barbadoes, whose barbarous treatment had by degrees reduced 
him to a state of weakness, and who had then turned him 
adrift in the streets. This happened in 1765. By the united 
care of the two brothers, into whose hands Strong had provi­
dentially fallen, he was restored to health, and placed in the 
service of a respectable apothecary in Fenchurch Street. In 
this comfortable situation he remained for two years. when, as 
he was one day attending his mistress behind a hackney coach, 
he was seen, and quickly recognised, by the lawyer to whom 
he had been a slave; and who, conceivmg from his appear­
ance that he must have regained his strength sufficiently for 
useful labour, formed a design to recover possession of him. 
He followed the coach for the means of obtaining intelligence 
of his abode, and laid a plan to entrap him. 
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"Some days afterwards, he (David Lisle) employed two 
of the Lord Mayor's officers to attend him to a public house, 
from whence he sent a messenger to acquaint Jonathan Strong 
tha.t a person wanted to speak with him. Jonathan of course 
came, and was shocked to find that it was his old master who 
had sent for him, and who now immediately delivered him into 
the custody of the two officers. J on~tha?, however, sent [or 
his present master, Mr Brown, who hkewlse came, bu~ bemg 
violently threatened by the lawyer, on a charge of havmg de­
tained his property-as he called Strong-he was intimida.ted, 
and left him in Lisle's hands. After this Mr Sharp receIved 
a letter from the Poultry Compter, signed Jonathan Strong, 
a name which he did not at first recollect; he sent, however, a 
messenger to the compter to inquire about him, but the keeper 
denied that he had any such person committed to his charge." 
This refusal was sufficient to rouse the suspicion and call forth 
the active benevolence of Mr Sharp. He went himself to the 
compter, inquired for the master of the prison, and insisted 
on seeing Jonathan Strong. He was then called, and was 
immediatelyrecollected by Granville Sharp, who charged the 
master of the prison, at his own peril not to deliver him up 
to any person whatever who might claim him, until he had 
been carried before the Lord Mayor-Sir Robert Kite-to 
whom Granville Sharp immediately went, and gave informa­
tion that one Jonathan Strong had been confined in prison 
without any warrant, and requested of his Lordship to sum­
mon those persons who had detained him, and to give him 
notice to attend at the same time. This request was complied 
with. When the appointed day was come, Sharp attended 
at the Mansion House, and found Jonathan in presence of the 
Lord Mayor, and also two persons who claimed him, the one 
a notary public, who produced a bill of sale from the original 
master to James Kerr, a Jamaica planter, who had refused 
to pay the purchase money until the negro should be deliv­
ered on board a ship bound to Jamaica, the captain of which 
vessel, David Lair, was the other person then attending to take 
him away. The Lord Mayor having heard the claim, said that 
" the lad had not stolen anything, and was not guilty of any 
offence, and was therefore at liberty to go away;" whereupon 
the captain seized him by the arm, and told the Lord Mayor 
"he took him as the property of Mr Kerr." Mr Beech th; 
city coroner, now came behind Sharp and whispered in hi~ ear 
the words " charge him;" on which Sharp, turning t.owards 
the captain, said, " Sir, I charge you for an assault!" On this 
Lair quitted his hold of Jonathan's arm, and all came away: 
A few days after this transaction, Sharp was charged by-a 
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writ, with having robbed the original master, David Lisle, the 
lawyer, of a negro slave, and also of another slave, &c. &c. 

In these charitable exertions Granville appears to have been 
seconded by his brother James. He alludes to this circum­
stance, in a letter addressed to the Rev. Dr Muysson, in 
November 1767, in which he mentions" a law-suit commenced 
against him and his brother James for having lawfully and 
openly obtained the liberty of a poor negro before the chief 
magistrate of the city." But the action at law was not the 
only weapon employed to alarm him, and to deter him from 
the prosecution of his humane task. Lisle sought out the 
negro's friend at his brother William's house, and, having 
announced his name, was admitted. The conversation, on 
one part at least, was warm; and Lisle, after ineflectual de­
nunciations of revenge in various ways, at.tempted to intimidate 
by a challenge. In what manner a defiance of this nature was 
received by a man of Mr Sharp's character, we learn from his 
own notes :-" Oct.· 1, 1767, David Lisle, Esq., a man of the 
law, called on me in Mincing Lane, to demand gentleman-like 
satisfaction, because I had procured the liberty of his slave, 
Jonathan Strong. I told him that, 'as he had studied the law so 
many years, he should want no satisfaction that the law could 
give him.' " 

Mr Sharp kept his word faithfully, but in a way little to be 
expected from a person who, as he himself states, " had never 
once opened a law book to consult it till on occasion of the 
present cause." His first step, in order to defend himself 
from the legal process instituted against him, was to apply to 
an eminent solicitor in the Lord Mayor's office, and to retain 
Sir James Eyre, then recorder of the" city, and afterward Lord 
Chief-J ustice of the Court of Common Pleas, as his coun­
sel. After some consideration of the case, the solicitor brought 
him a copy of the iniquitous opinion given in the year] 729, 
by the attorney and solicitor-general, Yorke and Talbot, that a 
slave coming from the West Indies to Great Britain or Ireland 
does not become free, and assured him that they should not 
be able to defend him against the action, as the Lord Chief­
Justice Mansfield was also decidedly of the same opinion. 

It appears that he now gave himself up for nearly two years 
to an intense study of the English laws, on those points par­
ticularly which regard the liberty of the person in British 
subjects. In his difficult task of legal inquiry he had no in­
structor, no a!1sistant, except his own conscience. During his 
studies he applied to the celebrated Blackstone, but received 
little satisfaction from his opinion on the interesting subject 
in question. He consulted, likewise, several other professional 
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men of eminence, bui could find no one whose opinion was 
favourable to his undertaking. "Even my own lawyers," he 
repeats, "were against me." By continued application, how­
ever, before the final term when he was to answer the charge 
against his brother and himself, Granville had added to a. 
thorough investigation of the English laws much extraneous 
research into those of other nations; and he had compiled in 
manuscript a tract" On the Injustice and dangero~s tendency 
of tolerating the least claim to private Property in the Persons 
of Men in England." This tract, when completed, he submit­
ted to the perusal of Blackstone. and then employed his ut­
most efforts to circulate it, by means of numerous copies, among 
those on whom he wished to produce a favourable effect. The 
arguments contained in it were irresistible, and by its success 
he had the satisfaction of amply fulfilling his promise to his 
antagonist. "The substance of his tract," he says, "was 
handed about among the gentlemen of the law, in twenty or 
more different manuscript copies, for nearly two years, until 
the lawyers employed against the negro, Jonathan Strong, 
were intimidated, and the plaintiff was compelled to pay treble 
costs for not bringing forward the action; after which," he 
adds, "the tract was printed in 1769." 

At length the important case of James Somerset presented 
itself-a case which is said to have been selected at the mu­
tual desire of Lord Mansfield and Mr Sharp, in order to briug 
to a final judgment a subject of contest which, from the bene­
volence of the latter, so frel)uently occupied, and, from the legal 
researches and abilities of the former, so much embarrassed, 
the courts of judicature. Somerset had been brought to 
England in November 1769, by his master, Charles Stewart, 
and in process of time left him. Stewart found an opportunity 
of seizing him unawares; and he was conveyed on board the 
"Ann and Jlal'!I," Captain Knowles, in order to be carried to 
Jamaica, and there to be sold for a slave. The leading coun­
sel was Mr Sergeant Davy, who brought the case into court 
before Lord l\Iansfield, on the 24th of January, but professed 
the cause to be of so high importance, that it might be defer­
red till another term, in order to give him time to prepare 
fully for its support. This request Lord Mansfield declined 
granting, but fixed the hearing for that day fortnight, appriz­
ing Sergeant Davy at the same time, that, "if it should come 
fairly to the general question, whatever the opinion of the 
court might be, even if they were all agreed on one side or the 
other, the subjeot was of so general and extensive concern, 
that, from the nature of the question, he should certainly take 
the opinion of all the judges upon it." On the 7th of Febru-



FREE TRADE AND THE LEAGUE. 2~1 

ary the ca.se was again brought before Lord Mansfield, assisted 
by the three justices, Ashton, Willes, and Ashurst. The 
cause of liberty was opened by Mr Sergeant Davy, with a vast 
mass of information on the subject of slavery, prefaced by a. 
declaration of his intention to maintain before the court the 
proposition, " That no man at this day is or can be a slave in 
England." Mr Sergeant Glynn followed on the same side, 
and enforced very powerfully the arguments proposed by the 
leading counsel. At the conclusion of Mr Sergeant Glynn's 
speech, Lord Mansfield, after some short questions, added, 
" This thing seems, by the arguments, probable to go to a 
great length, and it is the end of the term; so it will hardly 
be posSible to go through it without stopping, therefore, let it 
stand over to the next terIll'" 

On the 9th of May the question was again brought before 
the court, on the broad and general ground, "Whether a slave, 
by coming into England, becomes free~" On this second 
reading, the pleadings in favour of Somerset were resumed by 
Mr Mansfield, who, in a speech of strong sense and expression, 
contended that, if the negro Somerset was a man-and he 
should conclude him one till the court should adjudge other­
wise-it was impossible he could be a slave in England, unless 
by the introduction of some species of property unknown to 
our constitution. He considered the dispute as between one 
human creature, the master, and another, the negro, whether 
the latter Rhould be entitled to the important rights which 
nature had given him. He was stated by the master to have 
been a slave in America, but that did not prove him a slave 
in England, where no such condition of men exists. " From 
all that can be drawn from the state of Africa or America," 
said the orator, "the negro may very well answer-' It is true 
I was a slave, kept as a slave in Africa; I was first put in 
chains on board a British ship, and carried from Africa to 
America; I there lived under a master from whose tyranny I 
could not escape; if I had attempted it I should have exposed 
myself to the severest punishment; and never, from the first 
moment of my life to the present time, have I been in a coun­
try where I had power to assert the common rights of man­
kind. I am now in a country where the laws of liberty are 
known and regarded; and can you tell me the reason why I 
am not to be protected by those laws, but to be carried away 
again to be soldf-To hear a negro state that argument," he 
continued, "and have it answered. consistently with our laws, 
seems to me to be impossible; for, on the contrary, he is as 
fully and clearly entitled to the protection of those laws as 
every one who now hears me." He concluded by expressing 



222 FREE TRADE AND THE LEAGUE. 

his conviction that the alteration which had been attempted 
in the laws of England, by the introduction of a new species 
of slavery, was so prodigious and important, and would require 
so many and various regulations, that it would be far beyond 
the extent of any power that could legally exercise it, except 
the legislature itself. "But I hope," added he, "such a kind 
of slavery will never find its way into England; and I appre­
hend that, by your Lordships' decision, this man will receive 
his liberty." 

At the end of Mr MansfieIrl's speech it appears that the 
cause was further adjourned to the 14th of May. The expect­
ation of all parties was now raised to the utmost pitch, when, 
finally, in Trinity term, on Monday, the 22d of June, "The 
court proceeded to give judgment jn the c3;se of Somerset the 
negro, then before the court, on the motIOn of the Habeas 
Corpus." Lord Mansfield first stated the return, and then 
spoke to the following purport:-" We pay due attention to 
the opinions of Sir Philip Yorke and NCr Talbot, taken in the 
year 1729, whereby they pledge themselves to the West India 
planters for the legal consequences of slaves coming here, or 
being baptized. This opinion was solemnly recognised by 
Lord Hardwicke, sitting as chancellor, June 9, ] 749, to this 
effect-',That there had been a prevailing opinion in the colo­
nies that baptism was an emancipation of a negro slave, and 
that, in consequence of coming here, such slave became free; 
but he was satisfied there was no ground for the opinion; and 
he and Lord Talbot had so expressed themselves upon a cause 
referred to them for their opinions, when attorney-general and 
solicitor-general. They had given it all the consideration that 
the subject could require, and he was satisfied that neither 
baptism nor coming to England made any alteration in the 
temporal state of the slave ;-that the statute of the 12th of 
Charles II. chap. 24, had abolished villeins regardant; but if 
a man was villein in gross, he knew of no law which could 
possibly prevent the operation of sU!lh confession. We have 
likewise paid due regard to the many arguments urged at the 
bar of inconvenience; but we are all so clearly of one opinion 
upon the question before us, that there is no necessity to 
refer it to the twelve judges. The question is, whether the 
captain has returned a sufficient cause for the detainer of 
Somerset ~ The cause returned is, that he had kept him by 
order of his master, with an intent to send him abroad to 
Jamaica, there to be sold. So high an act of dominion must 
derive its force from the law of the country; and if to be 
justified here, must be justified by the laws of England. 
~iavery has been different in different ages and states. The 
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exercise of the power of a master over his slave must be sup­
ported by the laws of particular countries; but no foreigner 
can in England claim a right over a man: such a claim is not 
kuown to the laws of England. Immemorial usage preserves 
a positive law after the occasion or accident which gave rise 
to it has been forgotten; and, tracing the subject to natural 
principles, the claim of slavery never can be supported. The 
power claimed never was in use here, or acknowledged by the 
law. Upon the whole, we cannot say the cause returned is 
sufficient by the law; and therefore the man must be dis­
charged." The ever-memorable result of this trial is thus 
noticed by Mr Sharp :-" The judgment thus pronounced by 

. Lord Mansfield has established the following axiom, as pro­
posed by Mr Sergeant Davy-' As soon as any slave sets his 
foot on English ground he becomes free.' A sentence to be 
engraved for ever on our hearts." 

On the memorable day which terminated the cause of 
Somerset, and established the rights of all negroes in Eng­
land, Mr Sharp received the first offering of a correspondence 
instituted for the sole object of forwarding the deliverance of 
African and other slaves, but tending also in its progress to 
render him a partaker in the great political strife between 
Great Britain and her colonies. His correspondent was 
Anthony Benezet, a highly respectable member of the Society 
of Friends in North America. He had established a free school 
at Philadelphia for the education of black people, and he took 
every opportunity which his situation gave him of pleading in 
their behalf. The tract on the injustice of slavery, and the 
dispersion of it throughout America by Benezet and other 
zealous Quakers, during the comse of three successive years, 
from 1769, had already produced the most powerful effects. 
The house of Burgesses and Virginia sent a petition to the 
King, dated 1st of April 1772, wherein they implored his ma­
jesty's paternal assistance in averting" a calamity of the 
most alarming nature." "The importation of slaves," they 
said, " into the colonies from the coast of Africa hath long been 
considered as a trade of great inhumanity, and, under its pre­
sent encouragement, we have too much reason to fear will 
endanger the very existence of your majesty's American 
dominions." In some other colonial assemblies it had either 
excited or strengthened an earnest wish to abolish slavery as 
well as the slave trade. 

Granville Sharp was at this time a clerk in the Ordnance 
Office. That situation he resigned on account of his conscien­
tious objections to the proceedings against the American 
colonies. This act he thus notices-" July 28, 1775, Board 
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at Westminster. Account in Gazette of the Battle of Charles­
town, near Boston; and letters with large demands of 
ordnance stores being received, which were ordered to be got 
with all expedition; I thought it right to declare my objections 
to the being any way concerned in that unnatural business, and 
was advised by Mr Boddington to ask leave of absence for 
two months, as the board would take it more kindly than an 
abrupt resignation. I wrote that day to Sir Charles Cocks, 
clerk of the Ordnance, and received a very polite answer. Sir 
Jeffrey Amherst and Mr Langlois were made acquainted with 
my objections by Mr Boddington, and also with the advice he 
had given me, and they approved of the manner of my absent­
ing myself. . 

" April lOth, 1777.-This morning I called on Sir C. Cocks, 
and resigned my post in the Ordnance, Mr Boddington having 
acquainted me that matters were so circumstanced in the 
office at present, that Sir Charles did not think it prudent to 
grant me any longer leave of absence. I went on, however, 
with the current business of the office, excepting what related 
to preparations against the Americans, until Monday, the 31st 
of July, when I delivered up my keys to Mr Boddington." 

Granville's situation, after he had resigned his employment 
in the Ordnance Office, was sufficiently singular. His resigna­
tion had in it all that is considered, in a worldly point of view, 
as an excess of imprudence. He had expended the remains 
of his paternal inheritance and the fruits of his employment in 
acts of bounty, and the protector of the helpless stood himself 
without the means of sustenance. But the cordial attach­
ment of his brothers-all now prosperous-brought them 
instantly around him. In a family overflowing with mutual 
love and benevolence, the accession to their household of such 
a relation as Granville had ever been accounted a treasure, 
not a burden; they reverenced that obedience to conscience 
which had deprived him of his competency, and they strove to 
compensate his loss by every act of respect and kindness. 

Soon after Mr Sharp'S resignation, occurred the case of 
Millachip, a freeman of the city of London, pressed in the 
month of March 1777. His cause was instantly taken up by 
the common council, and an order was given by the Lord Mayor 
that an application should be made to the Admiralty to obtain 
his dischar~e. This "application not being successful, a com­
mittee of the common council was authorized to proceed in 
taking such measures as they should think fit for procuring 
his immediate liberation. A writ of Habeas Corpus was then 
obtained by the city-solicitor from Lord Mansfield; and the 
impressed man having in the meantime been sent down to the 
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Nore, the city-marshal carri,'d the writ on board the admir­
f~l's ship, then lying there, and l\Iillachip was instantly given 
up, brought back to town, and discharged. But after the 
short interval of a fortnight Millachip was a second time im­
pressed, and the committee, in consequence, ordered applica­
tion to be made for another writ of Habeas Corpus, directed 
to the commander of the receiving vessel. Some objections 
were made by Judge Aston to the mode of proceeding 
adopted by the city in procuring the former writ. But 1\1 r 
Dunning, the counsel, having explained and justified their 
conduct, the writ was granted, and the cause was brought 
before Lord Mansfield on the 7th of May 1777. It was 
finally ordered to stand over, and Millachip, in the meantime, 
was discharged on the recognizance of the city-solicitor; but 
the case was never brought to an issue. Although various 
memorandums demonstrate that Granville took a very active 
interest in this proceeding, it is difficult to ascertain, at so 
great a distance of time, in what degree either his communi­
cations with the members of the committee, or his example in 
the conduct of the negro causes might have influenced their 
measures. A report from the committee on cases of impress­
ment appears among his papers, and there can be little doubt 
that, agreeably to his former custom, he circulated his own 
and General Oglethorpe's remarks among all those who were 
peculiarly concerned in the circumstance. It is not unlikely 
that the" Remarks on Impressed Seamen," generally attribut­
ed to him, were written at this time, though printed long 
afterwards. 

In the course of his exertions concerning impressed seamen, 
his notes record an interview with Dr Johnson. " May 20th, 
1770.-Called on Dr Johnson. Had a long debate with 
him about the legality of pressing seamen. He said it was a. 
condition necessarily attending that way of life; and when 
they entered into it, they must take it with all its circum­
stances; and, knowing this, it must be considered as a voluntary 
service, like an inn-keeper who knows himself liable to have 
soldiers quartered upon him." 

From the time that he published his tract" On Equitable 
Representation," he took a very active part in promoting the 
plan, then in public agitation, of parliamentary reform. He 
entered into an extensive correspondence with the commit­
tees of associations formed in various counties; and shortly 
afterwards, finding that his ideas of the legal duration of 
parliament did not coincide with those of several of the com­
mii;tees, he forwarded a printed circular letter to the petitioning 
counties, cities, and towns, addressed to their respective 
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general meetings, in which he strenuously maintained the 
doctrine of" Annual Parliaments, or more often if need be," 
in opposition to the proposal which had issued from the gen­
eral meeting of the county of York, under the influence of the 
Rockingham party, in favour of triennial parliaments. Amon.g 
his manuscripts appears an "Alphabetical List of PublIc 
Meetings for Parliamentary Reformation, to which Books 
were sent and Letters written to each Committee, by G. S." 
The list contains the names of forty-one general meetings and 
their respective chairmen-such was his unrelaxing assiduity in 
the prosecution of every measure which he conceived to be 
conducive to public good. 

In 1783 Mr Sharp found himself called on for a renewal of 
his benevolent efforts in behalf of African slaves. The case 
which presented itself was qf the greatest enormity and most 
atrocious description. The master of a slave-ship, trading 
from Africa to Jamaica, and having four hundred and forty 
slaves on board, had thought fit, on a pretext that he might 
be distressed on his voyage for want of water, to lessen the 
consumption of it in the vessel by throwing overboard one hun­
dred and thirty-two of the most sickly among the slaves. On 
his return to England the owners of the ship claimed from the 
insurers the full value of those drowned slaves, on the grou!ld 
that there was an absolute necessity for throwing them into 
the sea, in order to save the remaining crew and the ship 
itself. The underwriters contested the existence of the alleged 
necessity; or, if it had existed, attributed it to the ignorance 
and improper conduct of the master of the vessel. A contest 
of pecuniary interest then brought to light a scene of horrid 
brutality. 

After numerous and unwearied endeavours on the part of 
the Quakers in America, and of the zealous Clarkson and 
Granville Sharp in England, in behalf of the slaves, the time 
had arrived when it appeared to be within the bounds of hope 
that an association of benevolent persons, protected by a con­
genial movement in the British parliament, might lead to a 
retrieval of the human character from the ignominy of the 
slave-trade. Endeavours were therefore used to collect, and 
unite in one body, the various parties who had severally, and 
almost independently of one another, begun to make exertions 
of a similar nature; and in the spring of 1787 special meet­
ings were convened of a few men of eminent character, all of 
whom were friendly to the cause. 

On the 22d of Maya committee was chosen, consisting of 
twelve members, whose declared duty and purpose it wa~' to 
promote, by every means in their power, an abolition oi the 
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. traffic in the human race. Granville Sharp was included in 
the committee. The incipient labours of the association were 
cheered by an important coincidence which occurred at this 
time. The efforts of the humane Anthony Benezet and other 
American Quakers had, by gradual advances, at length effected 
a general manumission of slaves among the whole body of men 
of their persuasion; and the year 1787, in which the commit­
tee was appointed in England for promoting the abolition of 
the trade, was distinguished in America by the gratifying cir­
cumstance of there not remaining a single slave in the posses­
sion of an acknowledged Quaker. 

Eleven years had now elapsed since the criminality of the 
slave-trade was first adverted to in the House of Commons. 
It was in 1776 that a motion was made by Mr David Hart­
ley, son of the celebrated physician and metaphysician, and 
member for Hull, the purport of which was, "That the slave­
trade was contrary to the laws of God and to the rights of 
men." The motion was seconded by Sir George Saville. But 
the proposition failed entirely of support, and its very memory 
had nearly vanished. It was now resumed with a happier 
prospect. The trials which had occurred with regard to 
negroes in this country, had awakened a very general atten­
tion to the subject of African slavery; and although prejudice 
and interest still guarded the ground against the attempts of 
philanthropists, considerable access to liberal minds had been 
gained by the assiduous and affecting eloquence of these new 
pleaders in the cause of humanity. The committee for effect­
ing an abolition of the slave-trade assumed its denomination 
in June 1787, and immediately dispersed circular letters, giv­
ing an account of the institution. These letters soon procured 
the friendly notice of the Quakers at large. In order to diffuse 
a more general knowledge of the subject, the committee 
deemed it right to adopt the publication of a work which Mr 
Olarkson had presented to them, entitled, " A summary view 
of the Slave-trade, ilnd of the probable consequences of its 
Abolition." Numerous copies of this useful tract were dis­
persed, and the curiosity of the public became every llay more 
excited hy the authentic information thus unexpectedly laid 
before them. The new class of moral revolutionists in Franco 
warmly espoused the cause of the abolition. Brisl'lOt and 
Claviere-his friend and afterwards his fellow-sufferer under 
Robespierre's tyranny-requested to be admitted members of 
the association. 

As Granville had continued unmarried, his brothers' houses 
were for many years his general residence; and it was not till 
the beginning of the) ear 1792 that he took chambers in the 
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Temple for the purp?ses of ,:ariou~ ~>usiness th:l.t pr~ssed upon 
him. In the exerCise of hIS reilglOn, he was careful to pre­
serve a behaviour free from ostentation; but it was at the 
same time firm, and profoundly reverential. As he rose early, 
his first employment was either reading the Holy Scriptur~s 
or chanting a portion of the Hebrew Psalms to hIS ~arp. HIs 
evenings were closed in the same manner. When In London, 
ne regularly attended the service at St Paul's, and joined in 
the choral part. In the respective families of his relations he 
regularly attended, and generally read the morning and even­
ing prayers from the Liturgy. Nothing was more remarka?le 
in Mr Sharp's social intercourse than the firmness with whICh 
he delivered his most serious opinions on many ordinary occa­
sions, and the unembarrassed simplicity wit.h which he uttered 
them, blending religion with almost every topic, both in con­
versation and in writing. Some of his religious views were 
·singular. The near approach of the millennium was a favour­
ite idea with him; and his belief in Satanic influence was 
carried to an extraordinary length. 

In the month of June] 813, having made an offer of some 
books to the Temple library, he thought it requisite to attend 
in person to the delivery of them, and proposed a visit to 
London for that purpose. Every argument which affection 
could dictate was urged to dissuade him; but all proved 
ineffectual. The offer of the family-carriage was then with­
held, in the hope that forgetfulness might prevent the appre­
hended evil; but at breakfast-time the next morning he did 
not appear as usual, and on inquiry it was found that he was 
gone to London in the stage-coach. A servant was immedi­
ately despatched after him; but he had left his chambers also. 
He returned with the stage to Fulham in t.he afternoon; said 
he had packed and sent his books, but had had no food, and 
was nearly exhausted. His danger had been imminent. It 
appeared that the coachman who conveyed him to town, per­
ceiving his altered state, had felt considerable anxiety on his 
account, and as soon as he had settled the business of the 
coach, he went in search of him to his chambers, at the door 
of which he found him, wandering about ~n a state of incerti­
tude, being unable to guide himself to that part of the town 
that he designed to reach. He \~as easily persuaded by the 
coachman to go b~ck to .FulhaI?' and was thus happily pre­
B~rved from more du;tressmg aCCidents. On the day preceding 
hIS death, he breakfa;sted as usual with the family. His 
weakness was much Increased; and he was several times 
compelled to lie down on his bed during the course of the 
afternoon. He appeared often to labour for l;lreath. Night 




