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BRIEF VIEW

Of the CoNpuUucCT of

PENNSYLVANILA,
For the Year 17535,

Dear § I R,

9229 O U did me great Honour in judging
#3 my laft Letter * worthy of the public
4| (2§ View ; and I am glad to find your
LS80 Judgment fo well confirmed, by the
univerfal Notice that is taken of it. This was,
no doubt, chiefly owing to the Nature of the
Subject, which, becoming every Day more in-
terefting, is a Reafon why I fhould continue my
Remarks, in Compliance with your continued
Requeft. You may, therefore, expett an im-
partial Account of fuch of our public Tranfac-
tions as have affected his Majefty’s Service in
thefe Parts, fince the Time of writing my laft to
you; and as I know that you are determined
wholly by a View to the public Good, I fhall be
perfeétly faticfied with whatever Ufe you may
make of the Informations I give you.
A2 To
* Tt was publifhed by R. Grifiths, intitled, A Bricf State
of Pennfylvania,
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To us who inhabit thefe Colonies it muft give
a very fenfible Satisfattion, to fee the Attention
of every boneft Englifoman fo clofely turned to-
wards our Prote¢tion and Safety. Undutiful,
therefore, and bafely ungrateful might we be
deemed, if we fhould attempt to impofe upon
our diftant Countrymen and Benefattors, by lame
or partial Accounts of things which are of the laft
Importance towards our common Happinefs!

For my part, I fhall confine myfelt entirely to
a Detail of undeniable and notorious Faés, which
I have been an Eye-witnefs of ; and I have not a
fingle Inducement to give a partial Relation of
them. By my Station, as well as Principles, you
know that I difclaim all Party-connecions, and
have nothing to hope or to fear from any of
‘thofe called Parties among us. My only View is
to remove grofs Mifreprefentations, and to dif-
play the miferable and defencelefs State of this
Province to thofe who only can relieve and fave it.
My Motive to this is a moft affe¢ting one.—
My Life is at Stake, and the Cry of Blood, Death
and Defolation hourly pierces my very Heart from
the Country round about.

When I laft wrote to you, I told you that I
could no longer be filent, and behold the Di-
ftrefs of the Province in which 1 lived.—« A
¢ French Enemy and their Savage-allies being
¢ advanced into our Country, and fortified,
¢¢ within a few Days March of our Metropolis.
¢ The People on our Frontiers liable to be mur-
¢ dered and driven from their Habitations ! Our
Lives and facred Rights expofed an eafy Prey,
by the Infatuation of a Sett of Men amongft
ourfelves, who are principled againft Defence,
and regard no Confequences provided they can
fecure their darling Power, and keep their Seats

“ in
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¢ in Affembly.” 1 told you alfo that it wa. to
be feared that the Enemy, expeting to find no
Refiftance from this Province, on account of the
religious Principles of our Rulers, had turned
their Aims upon the Conqueft of our Country,
and the Alienation of the Foreigners amongft us.
I obferved further, that there was no Poflibility
of getting thefe Men out of our Affembly, fince:
they had, by a great many wicked Praltices
(which I then recounted to you) got thefe Fo-
reigners entirely in their Intereft, who are about
one half of the People in the Province.

Since the writing of the aforefaid Letter, every
thing which I then feared is come to pafs. After
the Defeat of General Braddock, and the Depar-
ture of the Remainder of the Army to the North-
ward, the Enemy, expelling no Refiftance from
us, have made a Defcent upon the Proviace, and
are almoft Mafters of the whole Country between
the Obio and Safquebannab. Inftead of 220 Miles
Diftance, as I faid they were before, their Scal-
ping-parties have been within 65 Miles of this
City; and it is feared they intend to fortify them-
felves as near us as poflible (fome think about
Shamokin) in order to fupply themfelves with
Provifions, and harrafs our Inhabitants thro’ the
Winter. A great Number of Families have been
fealped by them, and fome thoufands have fled
from their Habitations farther down into the Pro-
vince. A general Pannic reigns among the Peo-
ple; and when a few refolve to make Head a-
gainft the Enemy, it is impoffible to keep up
Order amongft them for want of a proper mi-
s171a Law, which our Aflembly have ftill re-
fufed to pafs; nor is there any Probability of ob-
taining it, as I fhall afterwards fhew.

Thc
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The Confequence of all is, that inevitable Ruin
feems to hang over this rich and ufeful Province,
unlefs the King and Parliament {hall interfere,
upon fome fuch Plan as I pointed out in mylaft.
For we now find by Experience, what I then
hinted, that in time of Danger, it cannot be ex-
pected that Individuals fhould undertake the Bur-
den of Defence without a proper Law to make
it fall general and equal. _ ]

I have, therefore, ftill greater Reafon than be-
fore, to continue remonftrating, and I fhall never
ceafe to remonftrate, againft the public Meafures
of this Province, as long as I {fee my poor Fel-
low-fubjeéts bleeding and fuffering thereby ; and
our capital City fcarce fafe from the infidious In-
curfions of an Enemy, almoft within a Day’s
March of us.

I well know that the Tafk in which I am en-
gaged muft be an invidious one to fome ; but it
1s an honeft and neceflary one. Thofe who are
affected by the Cenfures which I fhall be obliged
to pafs, will, no doubt, roar out as ufual. It
would be hard to deny them this Privilege, when
the Scourge of their Iniquity is keenly applied
to them. But unlefs they fhall bring Arguments
as conclufive as mine, I hope they will receive
only a proportionable Degree of Credit; and with
regard to the hard Names they may beftow, let
them be paffed over as things of nought.

There is not a more unpromifing Subje, on
which to write, than the Times we live in. If
we are obliged to blame the Adminiftration, and
probe into the Bofom of profperous Villainy, it is
like waking a Neft of Hornets, who will be fure
to fting and to purfue, if they can, to Deftruc-
tion. ’Tis the fame, if Truth requires us to pay
a candid Applaufe to Virtue in Power: It equally |

roufes
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roufes the Refentment of every little PRETENDER
who is out of Power : In either Cafe, to touch
upon living Charaters, is to embark on a Sea of
Troubles.

But, on the other Hand, he who writes of the
Times that are elapfed, launches forth on a gentle
Surface, neither toffed into Tumult by the rude
Breath of Calumny, nor the fwelling Tides of -
Party. Yer ftill it is from the former that the
latter muft borrow his Materials ; and if no Per-
fon had Boldnefs and Honefty enough to write
concerning his own Times, the World would be
«deftitute of the Hiftory of all Times. ,

I pleale myfelf, therefore, with the Thoughts
that thefe Remarks and Anecdotes will live when
Calumny itfelf is dead, and help to throw Light
upon the important Hiftory of this Province,
when the prefent Sett of Aétors fhall be filent
as the Grave, Nay, I have already had the Sa-
tisfattion to find that my laft has not only been
a powerful Means of laying open the internal
State of this diftrefled Colony, to the Eye of .
the Briti/h Nation, but alfo of difpelling Pre-
judices among the People here ; many of whom
begin to fee how grofsly they have been mifled,
even by their own Reprefentatives.

As foon as my brief State made its Appearance
here, in the Form of a Pamphlet, it was as a
Clap of Thunder to our Rulers, who had not
been accuftomed to fuch plain Dealing. But
Falts are of a ftubborn Nature. They found
it in vain to combat the cleareft Evidence, and
therefore wifely, refolved to pafs over the whole.

It would have been well for them, could they
have adhered to this Refolve ; in which Cale
they would have efcaped the keener Cenfure they

4 _ bave



[§]

have fince met with from another Quarter *.
But their Uneafinefs could not conceal itfelf amidft
their affeCted Silence s and though they had nei-
ther the Courage nor Candor to attempt an open
and fair Refutation, they kept throwing out dark
and infidious Hints againft jt. At length, in
the Months of Auguft and Septemoer, out came
the whole colleted Indignation of the Party,
from no lefs a Body than our Affembly itfelf.
In two remarkable Meflages, filled with the
groficft Abufes of their Governor, my Brisf State
1s fathered upon him, and honoured with the Ap-
pellation of < famous Libel.” The only Reafon
affigned tor this is that— ¢ It teaches the Doc-
«¢ trine of a Neceffity for a Change in our civil
«¢ Conftitution.”” — And for this I beg Pardon,
for I meant only te teach the Dotrine of a Ne-
ceffity for a Change of our Quaker- Rulers; whofe
Principles have almoft undene their Country, and
its Conflitution too. '

Soon after this, a Writer, in one of our News-
papers, taking the Hint from his Mafters, ven-
tured to give the fame Name of Libel to my
Brief State. For this he alfo gave only one Rea-
fon, which was a very remarkable one,—namely,
that the Brief State was ¢ filled with perfonal
¢t Scurrilities againft whole Bodies of People.”’—
This feems ftrange at firft Sight ; -but it is eafily
reconciled. For the Writer was confcious, that
all the RefleCtions in the Pamphlet, diretted
againit whole Sects and Bodies, were due only
-to himfelf and to ene or two more, who have
long mifled the reft. He therefore {poke very
confiftently with himfelf, though not with com-
mon Lianguage, when he faid perfonal Roflestions

. . . ﬂgﬂ’”ﬁ

* In the New-Yirk Mercury, quoted below, N° 168.
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againft whole Bodies. — Thefe are all the Objecs
tions that have ever appeared here, where the
Falts, if falfe, might eafily have been refuted.

Before I conclude, I fhall fully prove againft
the Affembly, that it is not Libelling of them, to
fay that they are a factious Cabal, effectually
promoting the French Intereft, and a dead Weighe
upon his Majefty’s Service. This, and every
other Charge which is brought againft them in
the Brief State, I fhall fupport with frefh and une
deniable Evidence. .

As to the other Writer, I find him fo well
handled for me in the New-2ork Mercury, that
I need only to tranfcribe the Subftance of it.—

My Vindicator, in that Paper, begins with a
heavy Complaint that in Pbiladelphia, by the
fcandalous Pradtices of the Affembly’s Party, he
was refufed the Privilege of the Prefs, which had
been granted to them ; and that he was obliged
to feek for that Juftice in another Province, which
he could not obtain in his own.

He then obferves, that the Reafon of his
Wrriting was to make proper Remarks on an
Effay which had jult been publithed in a Phila-
delphia News-paper, containing feveral Extracts
of Letters from Lowdon, either fiClitious, or
written to our Affembly by their ever-faithful
Agents ; fetting forth, that the Clamors raifed
againft them, by my Brief State, were juft be-
ginning to wear off ; — that there were many,
both Peers and Commoners in England, who now
acknowledged that they had been impofed upon
by the Brief State, and that they began to con-
fider our Affembly’s Conduct, zs one of the moft
glorious Struggles for Liberty which Hiftory
can fhew ;—that the Governor’s Condut was of
courfe condemned, and that the Author of the

B Gen-

-
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Gentleman’s Magazine (for Fune 175%) in his
State of the Difpute, had publithed a Falfhoed,
when he fays—¢ Thus ended the long protrac-
¢ ted Difpute between the Governor and Affem-
“ bly of Pennfylvania, which was finally referred
‘¢ to the higheft Determination, by which the
¢« Governor’s Conduct was approved, and his
¢« Relolutions confirmed.” —

In Reply to this, the Vindicator of my Brief
State obferves, that he could fee no other Rea-
fon for charging the Author of the Magazine
with Falfhood and Partiality, in a Difpute that
fo little interefls him; unlefs it be, that he has
not taken the Part of the Affembly, in Viola-
lation of his Veracity, his Judgment, and of
that Candor wherewith he has fo long entertained
the World.

With regard to the Extra@ls of Letters in fa-
vour of the Affembly, my Vindicator fays he
can balance them with Extraéts on the other Side,
written aifo from London, by Perfons of equal
Importance, and probably more Impartiality than
the Affembly’s Letter-writers ; which Extraéts
he gives in Subftance as follows,.—

One fays — ¢« The Affairs of your Province
‘¢ are much talked of. Every Body blames your
“ Affembly, and feems convinced of the Ab-
¢ furdity of fuffering a Sett of Men to have
¢ any Share in Government, whofe religious Prin-
¢ ciples dilqualify them for that which is the
¢ chief End of all Government, namely, to de-
¢ fend the Lives and Properties of the People,
“ from external Violence. 'We now perceive
¢“ clearly, that all their paft Difputes about In-
“ ftruttions, were only intreduced in order to
““ fave Appearances, and avoid doing any thing
“ contrary to what they call their Principles, or

¢¢ that



143
(13
(19
(11
(33
(14
(19
(14
(19
(¥4
[14

[13

[-14
(19
({1
[13
<6
(14
(13
(13

€«

(29
[13
(19
(13
(13
€<
€
(11
(43
(11
(14

19
(13
(13

[ 1]

that Scheme of Policy which holds them to-
gether. In the Name of all that’s good, if
they have any real Scruples of Confcience
againft Defence, and no pslitical Ends to ferve
by keeping their Power, why do they not at
once hboneftly refign the Government into the
Hands of thofe, who, in your prefent dange-
rous Situation, would do honour to it, and
enable you to make as good a Figure as your
brave Neighbours to the Northward, who
have done fo much for the common Defence
of America ? °—

Another fays—¢ There is fomething very ho-
nonourable in the Conduét of his Majclty’s
Colony of New-2ork, which meets with great
Applaufe here. You know, the Inhabitants
of that Colony were always reckoned a warm
Party-people ; but now, in the prefent Exi-
gency, they have wifely fufpended every Dif-
pute that could retard his Majefty’s Ser-
vice ; and we find them among the moft zea-
lous in the common Caufe. As for your
Pennfylvania Affembly, 1 cannot conceive
what Sort of Creatures it is made up of. We
hear of nothing from them but eternal Dif-
putes and Quarrels, Why cannot they give
Money on the fame Terms with the neighbour-
ing Colonies, and agreeable to that Mode
fixed upon by the Wifdom of the Crown, upon
an Addrefs from both Houfes of Parliament ?
Mot certainly they have no Intention to give
any Thing at all.  People here wonder to find
them hinting Defigns of Oppreffion and Slavery.
Their Language and Condu&, in all their
Debates, plainly fhew that they are Strangers
to every Thing of Oppreffion but the Name,

which on every Occafion they wantonly make
B 2 ¢« ufe
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¢ ufe of, as a Cloak for their own Infolence of
«« Power. Indeed it feems to me the next Step
¢ to Treafon itlelf, to be infinuating fuch Things
¢ in any Part of a free Monarchy. .There can
¢ be no fuch Thing as partial Slavery and Op-
¢ preffior under an Englifp Conftitution.” - '
Another fays—¢ The conftant Endeavours of
¢ your Affembly to perfuade their Governot that
¢ \he ‘may Jegally break through all his Infiruc-
‘¢ tions, and their keeping back his Salary when
#¢ he refufes to comply, appear here in a very bad
¢¢ Light. If your Governor is a Branch of the
< Legiflature, it is the Height cf Impudence,
““ and a Violation of the Conftitution, not to
¢¢ leave him to exercife his own Judgment with
« Freedom and Independency. ‘They muft indeed
“ be a very corrupt People ; for, if the Go-
¢ vernor could ¢ome into -their Meafiires, with-
¢ out falling under the Lafh of the Law, is hé
¢ therefore to be unfaithful to his 7ruf2 We
“ know that the very Nature of a 77aft implies
¢ a Capacity of breaking it; and if this could
¢ be done without the Lafh of the Law, is
¢¢ there no Law of Conscience and EquiTy ?
¢ And may a Man always be a Villain when
‘¢ he is without the Reach of civil Juftice? It
¢¢ is no wonder that fuch Men fhonld ftrive to
“¢ alienate the Affections of the Germans fettled
°“ among you, in order to ferve their Party-
purpofes, when we fee they have even the
Aflurance to attempt the corrupting their Go-
¢ wernors themfelves, who are the immediaté

¢ Servants of the Crown.
¢ This Charge of alienating the Germans is
“ brought againtt your Affembly, among' other
¢ Charges, in a Pamphlct late’ publifhéc® here,
i+ entitled 4 Brief Stase of the Province of Penn!
o ¢ flvania.

[ %3
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 fylvania. It is very eagerly read, as indeed
¢¢ almoft every thing relating to the Colonies is,
‘¢ at this time. It contains a Number of Charges,
¢ chiefly Faés, laid together, in a Manner fo
¢ clear, {o {pirited and confiftent, that it will
‘¢ be hard to refute them. There has, it is true,
¢ been an Attempt to anfwer it: But it is a poor
¢ abufive Affair, written in a confufed Manner,
< The Author * does not enter upon the Refu-

¢ tation.
. * This Anfwer is faid to be the Produ&ion of one -
formerly an Attorney’s Clerk. He was convitted of For-
gery, fentenced to be hanged, but after fome time obtained
the Favour of Tranfportation; and did us the Honour to
take up his Refidence in this Province. But, being dif-
covered, and filenced from Pleading as any Attorney here,
he returned home at the Expiration of the Term of his Ba-
nithment. Thinking himfelf a fit Tool for the Party he de-
fends, and hoping to pave the Way for his future Preferment
amongft them, he undertook to an{wer my Brief State, with-
out any Acquaintance with the Fa&s he wrote about. The
Amount of what he fays, is—

1/, That the Title-page of the Bricf State is a Puff, fee-
ing the Caufes of the French Encroachments are in no part
of the Performance accounted for.

2dly, That the Men in Oppofition to the Quakers are all
a Pack of Rafcals.

In anfwer to the frf?, I fhall quote the Bricf State itfelf,
Page 13, it is faid,—* The French have invaded and built
¢ three Forts in the Province, being awel! apprifed of its
¢ pEFENCELEss and difunited State, and prefumizg on the
“ rRELIGIOUS PriNcipLEs of our ruling People.”’—This
Prefumption then, on the Quakers Principles, and our defence-
lefs State, are given as Caules of the French Encroachments.

Again, page 30, it is faid,—*¢ The French having turned
¢ their Hopes upon the great Body of Germans in Pennfyl-
*“ @ania, have got juft behind them, and ftrengthened them-
¢ felves upon our exceeding fruitful Lands on the Onio.
¢ They know thefe Germans are extremely ignorant, and as
¢ yet little acquainted with the Bleflings of an Erg//% Con-
¢ ftitution ; thinking a large Farm the greateft Blefling in
¢ Life. Therefore, by fending their jefuitical Miffionaries
¢ among them, to perfuade them over to the Popifs Reli-
¢ gion, and by offering them eafy Settlements upon the faid
<« Lands, the French will draw thefe Germans, as they have

-

-

‘o
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“ tation of any of the Faéts charged upon the
«« Affembly, but takes Occafion to vent his’
¢« Choler againft fome particular Men amongft
¢« you, who, one would think, had greatly of-
¢ fended him .

<« Thus the Account of Extraéts is balanced ;
« and whenever the Affembly fhall favour us
« with more on their Side, we can alfo furnith
< more on the other. As for the Teftimony of

¢« the Author of the Prefent State of North Ame-
¢ rica,

“ done the Iudians, over from the Engli/b, or perhaps lead
“ them in a Body againft us. This Scheme has been long
*“ laid, and uniformly purfued by the French.”—Here are
more Caufes of the Frexch Encroachments.

Now, tho’ I difclaim the Art of multiplying Words need-
lefly, which my Antagonift is fo much a Mafter of, I think
the above Paragraphs clearly difplay the End, Caufes and
Defigns, of the late French Encroachments. Nor does it re-
quire many Words to tell that thefe are their Views, fince
they are fo well known here, that a Man would be laughed
at who thould affe& to difbelieve them.

As to the fecond, 1 do not wonder that 2 Writer, who is
confcious of being a Villain himielf, fhould endeavour to
blacken the Chara&ters of others. The Truth is, that the
Men in Oppofition to the Quakers, are of the firft Chara&ter
and Fortune in this Province: They oppofe the Quakers from
no Party-view, and defire no Share in the Government, but
only to fee it in the Hands of Men who are not, by their
Principles, unfit for it. Provided they can fee their Country
defended, and their Eftates fecure, the Gentlemen in the Op-
pofition do not care by what Infiruments it is done. For,
in O&taber 1754, they procured a Meeting with the leading
Quakers, who {way the Mob at Ele@ions, and entreated them
to'name Men of any Perfuafion, provided they were for De-
Jenee, and they would not only drop their Oppofition, but
K}loﬁ cordially join the Duakers, in the Choice of fuch

en.

The other Part of this abufive Anfwer is fo full of Mif-
reprefentations and Blunders, owing to the Author’s want of
common Honefty, and the Diftance at which he writes, that
the Quakers here difown the Piece. And this will be the
Cafe with every other Anfwer, written where the Fats are
not known. ,

+ They filenced him from Pleading here,
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rica I, who is dubbed with the Title of inge-
nious, for having found out that the Quakers
are a very refpefiable Body of People 3 they are
welcome to it. This Difcovery may be an
Inftance of his Invention and Ingenuity 3 but in
the reft of his Performance there is nothing
new or ingenious, it being a meer catch-penny
Affair, making a fplendid Appearance, but
containing only what had long before been
hackney’d over and over in the public News-
papers, as is obferved by the Authors of the
Monthly Review, whofe Judgment of Books
is allowed to be decifive.

¢ But Thoufands of Teftimonies fignify juft
nothing againft Matters of Fatt. While other
Provinces, neither half fo rich nor populous
as we, have furnithed out their Thoufands of
brave Men in the general Caufe, we have not,
as a Province, armed a fingle Man, nor is there
any Probability that we fhall. And yet had
the Confciences of our Aflermbly fuffered them
to fupport General Braddock with two or three
Regiments of Pennfylvanians, as we had Men
enough wiiling to go, and well accuftomed to
the Woods, his Army had, no doubt, been
fafe, and all our Expeditions fuccefsful.

¢ Thefe are the Things that expofe our Af-
fembly to cenfure, and not any Party-refent-
fent. All our Neighbours complain of us,
and look upon us as a dead Weight to the
general Caufe 3 nay, as effe@ually ferving the
Caufe of the Enemy. How often, and how

¢ juftly has this Province been cenfured in the
‘“ Bofton and New-2ork News-papers ; and cer-

£¢

(13

tainly the public Condemnation of our Neigh-
bours will weigh a thoufand Times more a-
¢« gainft

1 Publithed by Mr. Dodfley.
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« gainft our Affembly, than any obfcure Tefti-
¢ monies for them, faid to be fent from England.
¢ As an Inftance of the Opinion entertained of
¢¢ this Province, by our Neighbours, as well as
¢ the Encouragement which our Condu&t gives
¢ to the Enemy, I will add what a Gentleman
¢ of Rbode-Ifland writes on the Subje€t. 7

¢ I have, fays he, juft got into my Hands a
«« Copy of a Letter, written in Fune laft, from a
«« Gentleman in Montreal, to his Friend at Paris.
¢ After a great many Schemes for extending the
“ Power of his Grand Monarque, he has the fol-
¢ lowing remarkable Paffage, which I could not
¢ forbear fending for the Perufal of your pacific
< Pennfylvanians. .
¢ About a Century ago, fays the Frenchman,
our Court, finding it impofiible to fubjeét the
Englifb Nation to their Dominion, while they
preferved their fierce and martial Spirit, pro-
jected the following Scheme to break and fub-
due that Spirit. A certain faithful Jesvir
was {cnt to FEnglend, who gave out that he
went for Confcience-fake. He pretended to a
certain Light within, {oon grew popular, and
was the Means of founding a Set of QuikTe«
1sTs or Non-resisTaNTs, who held it un:
lawtul to fpill’ Chriftian Blood, and, if joux
Jmote them on one Cheek, would turn the othét
dg/‘a. ' | N

¢ For fome time there was a Profpect that
this Sez would multiply exceedingly, and thed
our Monarque would have made an eafy Cor-
quefL of the whole Iland of Britain. But in
this we were difappointed, for there were a-
great many fubborn Britons, who not only
refufed to embrace thefe Quierif Principles,
but alfo found Means to excluue all thofe from
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any Places of Truft, who were known to hoil
fuch Principles.
¢ Yet, my Friend, the good Scheme feems
ftill in a fair Way to take Effeét at laft, The
rich and extenfive Province of Pennfylvania is
chiefly fettled with the fame fort of People
(commonly called Quakers) and the Govern-
ment is entirely in their Hands; fo thit we
have erected feveral Fortifications far within the
Limits of their Province, without any Hin-
drance or Moleftation. We hear from our
faithful Miffionaries among them, that this
meek and peaceable People are ferving us
moft effeftually, refufing to grant any Money
to difpoffefs us, and finding means to intro-
duce Quarrels, and {pin out the Time. They
have a great Party of their own guiesefft and
non-refifting Principles, among the Germans
in that Province, which is likewife much to
our Advantage. For my Correfpondents
write me from thence, that an Englyb Gene-
ral, being about to march againft our Forts,
had fent to Pennfylvania to hire Waggons with
his Mafter’s Money, and that the forefaid
German Quietefts, and our other Englifb Friends
of the fame Principles, had refufed to carry
any Powder or Infiruments of Death againft
us ; but that they would meet us, like Lambs,
bringing us Bread and all forts of Provifions.
¢ O, my Friend] were the rude Oliverians in
the Colonies to the Northward, as mild and
harmlefs *, what a fine rhing it would b: to
meet their THousanDs, armed only  with
Mutton, and Beef, and Bajkets of Sweetmeats.—
. ¢ Never-
* There being two Tranflations of this Letter, there is 2

‘Difference between them in fome Words.

C .
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¢ Neverthelefs, we doubt not, when we have
¢ once opened a Paffage through the rich Pro-
¢ vince of Pennfylvania to the Sea (in which; as
< I told you, we expect no Oppofition *) —1
¢ fay when once this is accomplithed, we doubt
¢ not but we thall in a thort Time, not only re-
¢ duce all the other Euglih Colonies, but the
¢ Mother-country alfo, her chief Strength and
¢ Support being once cut off. Thus you fee
¢ that the long-laid Plan may at laft be fuc-
¢ cefsful, to the Glory of our grand Monarque,
¢ and the fpreading abroad the Influence of our
¢ holy Catholic Church.’—

«“ The fame Rbode- [fland Gentleman (conti-
¢ nues my Vindicator) adds further, that he has
“ in his Hands a whole Bundle of the faid
¢ Frenchinan’s Letters, which he intends to pub-
<¢ lifh occafionally ; and he has accordingly given
¢ us one of them in the New-Zork Gazette,
« September 22d, in which is a Paragraph to the
¢ following Effcct :”

¢ The Quakers and our good Friends the Ao-
¢ ravians, lays the vaunting Frenchman, refufe
¢ to take up Arms againft us; and we are in-
¢ tormed that they are almoft half the Number
¢ of the Inhabitants in Pennfylvania. The other
¢ half, weare told, confifts of a Variety of mon-
¢ grel Proteftants of different Nations, Dutch,
¢ Germans, Palatines, intermixed with Shoals of
¢ our good Catholics, who have from time to
¢ time fled into thefe Parts, or been tranfported

¢ from

* The Baron Dieftaz, Commander of all the French
Forces in North America, and now a Prifoner at Neaw-Yor#,
has frequently in Converfation declared to the Englifp Phy-
Jicians, &e. attending h.m, that he never expeted to meet
with any Refliftance from the Government of Pennfjlvania,
as he knew it to be in the Hands of Pcople who are againit
bearing Arms.
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¢ from Scotland and Ireland, efpecially into the
¢ Country of BaLtiMore (Maryland. )
_ ¢ Thus we fee that the Author of the Brief
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State had Reafon to be jealous of thefe Fo-
reigners among us at this Time. Neverthe-
lefs, it is falfe to fay he reflets upon the whole
Body of them. They certainly do not all de-
ferve it; and thofe who do, he pities rather
than blames, by fhewing that they have been
made Tools of, and kept in the greateft Ig-
norance, to ferve the Purpofes of Elections.
He alfo propofes a Scheme to inftrutt them,
and render them good Englifh Subjelts, capa-
ble of ufing their own Judgment, indepen-
dent of all Parties ; for which they are cer-
tainly obliged to him. But the Defign of this
Exclamation on the Part of the Aflembly is
obvious. It ferves to keep up a Party among
thefe Germans for the enfuing Ele@ion, and is
much eafier than a fair Retutation of Fa(ts,
to which the Writers on the other Side are
here challenged, before they throw out any
more general Inveétives, either againft the
Brief State, or its fuppofed Authors. And
that they may know what they are challenged
to undertake, the Faéts charged againft the
Affembly, and now almoft univerfally credit-
ed, are as follows :
«¢ 1ft, That Schemes of Politics are carried
on, at a certain annual Cabal, commonly cal-
led an yearly Meeting of Friends, for religious
Purpofes.
«¢ 2d, That a great Majority of one particu-
lar Perfuafion, who are fcarce a Fifth of the
People of this Province, and by their religi-
ous Principles unqualified for Government,
are kept in the Affembly, by the Infiuence ?f
2 < the
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the aforefaid Cabal, to the Exclufion of Men
of fuperior Property and Qualifications.
« 2d, That many notorious Falfhoods and
corrupt Notions have been impudently fpread
among, the People, and efpecially the Ger-
mens, in order to fecure them in the Intereft
of the faid Party at Elections.
¢« 4th, That our Affembly, compofed of the
faid Party, have, in all their Dcbates, plainly
fhewn that they had no Intention to aét like
the neighbourirz Colonies, and grant Money
for the King’s Ulfe.
«« gth, Thar if the faid Party centinue to keep
their Seats in Aflembly, the Province muit

¢ either be thrown into the Enemy’s Hands, or

the King and Parliament muft interfere, and
mal e Laws to put us into a Pofture of De-
fence, as well as to exclude the faid Party from
ay future Share of that Government, which
they have fo grofsly abufed.

¢¢ T'hefe are the Charges againft our Affembly
in the Brief State, and very heavy ones too,

* but they are fupported with fufficient Reafons.

And whenever any thing fhall ke faid to inva-
lidate thefe Reafons, I who now write this,
am ready to defend them againft any Man, or
Sett of Men, who may think fit to enter into
the Controverfy.
“ Who I am that fpeaks fo boldly will be the
Subje&t of much Enquiry, But that Trouble
may be fpared ; for I am never to be known
pofitively, and megatively I am not the Author
of the Brief State; nor do I fetch and carry
for any great Man ; nor do I want his Din-
ner, or his gracious Nod; nor is it in the
Power of any Party to prefer or difgrace me.
I am for myfelf ; cmbarked in the glorious
¢ Caule
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¢ Caufe of Trutu and LieerTy. And, in
¢ fuch a Caufe, I would fpeak, if I could, in
¢ Thunder, till the Heart of Guilt trembles to
¢« pieces. Idefire I may be called no Names ;
¢ for I fhall not give Names to any Body. I
¢ fhall liften to Reafon, and always retract when
¢ convinced of an Error. But my Judgment
¢ I will not give up to either Side ; nor is it for
¢¢ the Intereft of the Public that I thould give
¢ it up. Great is the Power of Truth, and it
“ will prevail at laft, on which Side foever it
¢ lies.”’—

Thus far my Vindicator ; whofe fair Challenge
has never been accepted, nor has a fingle Word
appeared in Anfwer to his Five Charges. Indeed,
they are fo intimately known in this Province,
that it would be Madnefs to deny them. Bur luit
that fhould be attempted on your Side of the
Atlantic, which they think it advifeable not to
attempt here, I fhall fubjoin a Series of Falts
and Anecdotes in fupport of each of the aforefaid
Charges, which I hope will difplay Quaier Poli-
tics in their true Colours.

The f7/# and fecond, viz. That the yearly and
monthly Meetings of leading Quakers in this
Province are not entirely for fpiritual Purpofes ;
but that they are degenerated into political Ca-
bals, held the Week before our annual Eleétion,
to fix the Choice of Affembly-men, and iffue
out their Ediis to the feveral Meetings in the
Province.—Thefe Charges, I fay, want no Con-
firmation ; but if they do, I fhall fay fomcthing
more on that Head before I conclude.

The third and heavieft Charge is, that the
Quakers have corrupted the Germans, and filled
them with Apprehenfions of Vaffalage and Sla-
very, in cafe they fhall ever agree to return alny

otner
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cther_Men belides Quakers to fir in Afkkmbly.
In my former Letter I was very full upon this
mmportant Article. I mentioned many of the
¥althoods and wicked Infinuations continually
propagated among thele Foreigners for the Pur-
poles of Elections, by mcans of a certain German
Printer, in Quaker-pay. I told you alfo of the
great Increafe of German Seltaries of various De-
nominations, all principled againft Defence, and
encouraged by the Quakers ; and I might have
added, that for this Purpofe they have, from
time to time, diftributed Books and Famphlets
among the {aid Gerinans, and particularly Bar-
clay’s Apology ;—all calculated to propagate thofe
mon-refytizg Principles, which are plawnly fubver-
Qe of Society.

But ot all others, the German News-paper is
a never-failing Channel of Corruption.  Very
fately, at a time when we were alarmed from
every Quarter, the People were told in that Pa-
per, that they had nothing to fear from the Ene-
my ; and that when the French and their Indians
fhould come down againft us, ¢ that Man was
¢ bleft who could open his Door to them, or
¢ run out to meet them with Bread and Milk;”
but to 7¢fj#, or have recourfe to the weak Arm
of Flefh, would of courfe be downright Pre-
fumption.

MNorare thefe the Do&trines of the Prefs alone. The
fame are alfo inculcated by every Quaker-preacher
throughout the Province. On the firft News of the
Defeat of the late General Braddock, when Terror
and Confternation fat in every Face; when our
‘Women and Children were in Tears, and every
honeft Heart was bleeding for the Country’s Di-
tirels, and deeply forrowful with the Thoughts
that many brave Men, allied to fome. of the beft

. Families

’
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Families in Ewngland, had fpilt their generows
Blood in fighting our Battles for us;—at that
- very time, 1 {ay, the moft noted Quaker-preacher
in this City, exhorted his numerous Audience to
adhere firmly to their Principles, and ncither to
act in Defence, nor in any Shape to contribute
¢ thereto.—* For, fays he, if the Potfherds of
¢ the Farth clath together, what is that to #s 27
—Infatuated Enthufiafts! Who made them more
righteous or more holy than others 2 Who fepa-
rated them from the Men of the Earth, or fet
them apart as the CHoseEN oF Gobp, to be de-
fended by Miracles, without the ordinary Means 2
My Soul rifes at fuch borrid Dolirine ! I caiitcs
Jwallow ¢! Shall they reap the Benefit of So-
ciety, not only without contributing to its I):-
fence, but even infulting the Memory of thole
brave Men who fought, and who “fcll to main-
tain them in Eafe, nay in Infolence ? A very Brute
would fhew fome Token of Gratitude,—fon.2
Remembrance of a Kindnefs received !

But to corrupt the religious and fpeculative
Notions of the People is but little, compared to
the alienating their Affeftions from the Govern-
ment they live under, by infinuating that they
are in Dasger of Vaffalage, and the very worit
of Slavery. Yct even this is done by the Ai-
fembly themfelves in a Meflage of Auguft the
19th, — ¢ What, fay they, fhould hinder the
s Proprietors another Year to require us to
¢ plough their Lands, alledging the Ufage and
¢« Cuftom in Germany, and putting us in Mind
<t that we are chiefly Germans 2 — This is not
« merely Vaflalage! It is worle than any Vaf-
«¢ falage we have heard of! It is even more f{la-
« vifh than Slavery itfelf!”—Is nat this afte-
nithing ? Would you believe the Men in their

_ Scofes
4
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Senfes who could write in fuch a Strain? Does
not the Language itfelf prove that we are in full
Pofleflion of Liberty, even to Licentioufnefs ?
Are we not fecured by wife Laws both againft
Vaffalage and Slavery? And have not the Ger-
mans an equal Security by thefe Laws? Can there
be the leaft Danger of Vaffalage or Slavery in any
Part of the Britifh Empire? And is it not nearly
a-kin to Treafon itfelf to work upon the Fears
of thofe poor Foreigners who have taken Refuge
among us, and to deftroy their Confidence in us,
by telling them they are juft on the Brink of
falling back again into that Vaffalage and Sla-
very, from which many of them fled, as from
the moft intolerable of all Evils? Can thofe Men
ever be forgiven, who, to ferve their own dirty
Purpofes, can thus corrupt a whole People, and
mftil Notions into an ignorant and credulous
Multitude, which are perhaps never to be re-
moved, and are fo much the more dangerous as
coming from thofe whom they have chofen as
the Guardians of their Liberty 2 What would not
fuch Men infinuate privately on other Occafions,
when we {ee they do not fcruple thus publickly
to confound, to diftract, and to divide the Peo-
ple, at a time when their Country was bleeding
beneath the Outrages of a favage Enemy, and
when every Hand and Heart ought rather to
have been ftrengthened and united in the general
Caufe P Surely nothing need be added to put
this third Charge of corrupting and alienating the
Germans, beyond all poffible Doubt !

The fourth Charge is, that in all their Debates
the Affembly have plainly thewn, that they had
no Intention to aét like their Neighbours, and
grant Money for the general Defence of the Co-
lonies.  This will beft appear from an Abftract

. of
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of their Debates themfelves, which for that Rea-
fon, 1 laid before you in my laft, down to the
Month of December 1754 5 the moft remarkable
of thofe that have fubfifted fince that time are
briefly laid together by the Governor himfelf, in
a Meflage of November 22, 17553 which, as it
is in many Hands, I have procured a Copy of,
altho’ it has not been yet printed, nor anfwered,
that I hear of —

After replying to fome Obje@ions which they
had made to his Propofal of taxing the Pro-
prietors by a feparate Bill, with a fufpending
Claufe, tll his Majefty’s Pleafure fhould be
known, he fums up the whole as follows :—

¢« GENTLEMEN,

¢ In this, as well as in fome other Meflages,
¢ you affect to treat me as a Stranger, and tell
“¢ me that it is at lealt probable you are more
¢ deeply concerned for the Diftrefles of this Coun-
“ try than I am, becaufe moft of you are Na-
¢ tives of it, and have your Eftates in it. I am
¢ furprized, Gentlemen, that you do not bluth
““ to have Recourfe to fuch weak and fallacious
¢ Reafoning. Although I was not born within
¢¢ the Limits of this Province, 1 was born in its
¢« Neighbourhood. Nay, the chief Part of my
¢¢ Eftate lies much nearer to this City, than the
¢¢ Eftates of fome of you, who fit in Afflembly ;
¢ and when your Eftates are inDanger, I can by
¢ no means think mine fafe. And here I would
¢ obferve, that if the Confideration of being
¢ bred up among you, and pofiefling large Pro-
¢ perty in the Province, could have fecured
¢ your good Treatment of any Governor, my
¢« immediate * Predeceffor had the faireft Claim
D (X4 ;0

* Fames Hamilton, Efq; our late Governor,



€6

(24

<

o

€<

(13

(13

[

~

(13

<

-~

(13

€.

(411
(43
(£
(13
113
(14

(€4

(24
<¢
(14
<t
(14
[13
(19
<<
[ 34
<<
<«
(41
€<
(43

€C

[ 261

to fuch Treatment, and would have been. ex-
empted from thofe manifold Abufes, which
it has been his Lot, as well as mine, to re-
ceive at your Hands.—But I conceive, Gen-
tlemen, that our Actions, not the Place of
our Eftates or Nativity, are the beft Teft of
our Affection for this Country. You will
fuffer me, therefore, briefly to review your
Condué& and mine, and to leave them both to
fpeak for themfelves.
< And here, was I inclined to go beyond my
own Times, I might begin with reminding
you, how contemptuoufly you treated the Pro-
prietary-ofter of four hundred Pounds, for
ereting a Place of Strength on the Ofio, to-
gether with an Offer of one hundred Pounds
per Annum rowards its Support 5 which Offers
were made at aTime, when your Concurrence
would probably have prevented many of the
Calamities, we now groan under.
¢ T might alfo obferve, that when Mr. Hs-
milton firft called upon you, purfuant to his
Majefty’s Orders, to grant fuch Supplies as
would enable him to draw forth the Strength
of the Province, and to repel Force by Force,
you would rot admit that the Fiench En-
croachments and Fortifications on the Obio
were within our Limits, or his Majefty’s Do-
mintons ; thereby feeking an Excufe to avoid
doing what was required of you. And when
after the Lofs of much Time, you thought
fit to drop this Difpute, you then entered upon
a frefh one, concerning the Legality of royal
Inftruétions, in order ftill to gain more Time,
and avoid doing what you judged inconfiftent
with your Principles.  Neverthelefs, it is clear,
that if you had complied with Mr, Hamilton’s
¢« Re-
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Requeft, and given feafonably, what Money
the Excife could raife in the Term he pro-
pofed, the French might have been prevented
from ftrengthening themfelves, in their pre-

¢ {ent unwarrantable Encroachments.

¢ On my Acceffion to the Government you
begun upon the fame Plan of Difpute and
Delay; but as I am informed that there was
a full and ftrong Reprefentation, both of your
Conduét and mine, fo far as related to the

* Difputes, in the Beginning of my Admini-

ftration, laid before his Majefty in a Report
of the Lords Commiffioners of Trade, upon
your Addrefs concerning Inftruétions, [ fhall
go no farther back than December laft.

*“ On the nineteenth of that Month I com-
municated to you a Letter from Sir Thomas
Robinfon, notifying his Majefty’s Intentions of
employing four Regiments, for the Defence
and Security of thefe Colonies, to be raifed and
augmented in America, and requiring a Sum
of Money towards a general IFund, and to have
three thoufand Men in readinefs, with a pro-
per Quantity of Provifions, &¢. the whole
to be under the Direction of a general Officer
of Chara&er, who was to be fent as Com-
mander in Chief of all his Majefty’s Forces
in thefe Parts; but you did not think fit to
raife a fingle Man, or give one Farthing of
Money, in compliance with this Requeft. 1
did alfo at the fame Time recommend it to
you, to prepare a Law for regulating the
Wages to be paid for fuch Tradefmen, Horfes
and Carriages, as it might be neceflary to im-
prefs into his Majefty’s Service.  To this you
replied, That you could not prefume the

military Officers would, or ought to have, any
Cz ¢ Power
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Power of impreffing Tradefmen, within this
Province,”’—*¢ and that the other Parts of
my Meflage might remain under Confidera-
tion, without any confiderable Inconvenience.

¢ As foon as the late General arrived, I again
recommended it to you, to make an imme-
diate Provifion for raifing the Men and fup-
plying the Money, and other Neceffaries ex-
pected from this Province ; and did through-

* out the whole Summer, from time to time,

prefs you to grant your Aid and Affiftance,
to the Expeditions then on Foot. But you
had one general Anfwer for all, namely, that
if fome Bill, which you had always ready
to offer, for ftriking a Sum of Money, for
the King’s Ufe, fhould once be pafled, it
would anfwer all the Purpofes required of you ;
and yet every of thofe Bills were all the while
liable to one and the fame Objeétion, on the
Footing of the Royal Inftrutions. And, be-
fides this, you never took the leaft Notice of
the Demand for a Supply of Men, which,
from this populous Province, was, at leaft, as
material an Article as Money.

¢ At laft, upon the Defeat of his Majefty’s

Forces, for want of that timely Support and

Affiftance, which it was in the Power of this
Province to have afforded, I laid before you,
in the ftrongeft Terms, the Dangers to which
this Country ftood expofed ; and called upon
you, to put it into a Poflure of Defence, that
the People might be fecured againft the In-
vafions, naturally to be expected, in confe-
quence of that Defeat.  But all this was to

' no Purpole. However, having been informed

of the Report of the Lords of Trade againft
your Addrefs, and that your Conduét was
¢« generally
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generally condemned in England, you thought
fic to drop the old Dilpute concerning In-
ftruttions, and to ftart a new one, about tax-
ing the Proprietary Eftate, which you very
well knew I had no Power by my Commiffion
to do. Befides, as the Proprietarics were ab-
fent, and this your extraordinary Claim, re-
lated to a Matter of Property, and was con-
trary to a Law in Force, you could not ima-
gine that it would be eafily given up, or
fpeedily determined; and therefore, you could
propofe nothing by it, but, as ufual, to evade
the Point of raifing an arined Force, and grant-
ing the neceflary Supplies.
¢« Laftly, when in Confideration of the Di-
ftreffes of this unhappy Country, I have con-
fented even to exceed the Powers of my Com-
miffion, in order to lay that Difpute before
his Majefty, by a feparate Bill for that par-
ticular Purpofe, you ftart a new Claim, un-
known to former Aflembles, of having your
Bills, giving Money, paffed withour Amend-
ments ; and upon no better Foundation than
this imaginary Privilege, you refufe the ne-
ceffary Affiftance to your bleeding Country.
<« And now, Gentlemen, give me Leave to
exprefs my Satisfaction at your intended Com-
plaint againft me, and to affure you, that no-
thing gives me greater Plafure than the IHopes
of having my Conduct and yours, laid before
the Crown, where, I hope, they will both un-
dergo the ftriteft Examination ; and, as I
expet no Favour from you, fo I am not
afraid of the utmoft Efforts of your Malice,
being confcious to myftlf that 1 have done
nothing to the Prejudice of the People com-
mitted to my Care, nor neglected any thing
: (13 n
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« in my Power that could tend to their Security
«¢ and lafting Happinefs.

¢ Upon the whole, it appears to me, that
¢ you- never intended that any of your Bills
¢ thould pafs, for raifing Money to defend the
¢ Province ; and this ftems now to be placed
¢« beyond all Difpute, fince thofe People, under
¢ whole Influence you are chiefly known to be,
¢ are faid to have declared publickly to you,
“ that they would fooner fuffer, than pay towards
¢¢ fuch Purpofes *.

¢« However, I fhall put one Proof more, both
¢ of your Sincerity and mine, ia our Profeffions
¢« of Regard for the Public, by offering to agree
¢« to any Bill, in the prefent Exigency, which
¢ it is confiftent with my Duty to pafs; left be-
«¢ fore our prefent Difputes can be brought to
¢ an Iffue, we fhould neither have a Privilege to
«¢ difpute about, nor a Country to difpute in.”’—

So far, in general, it appears they intended to
evade the Point of giving Money for Defence ;
becaufe again{t their own Principles, and the
Principles of thofe on whom they depend for
their Seats in Affembly, as fhall be clearly made
out before I conclude.

In the mean time, you will perhaps think it
ftrange to hear the Affembly accufed, in the a-
bove Extradt, of refufing to furnith the late Ge-
neral with Waggons, Horfes, &¢c. as you have
read in the Englifb News-papers, that they fur-
nithed every thing of this kind chearfully and
feafonably. = But this is to be marked down as
one of thofe political Falfhoods, which, by fome,
are thought to be very innocent Things, when
the Good of a Party is promoted thereby. ‘

The

* See below the Petition of the Heads of the Quaker-

mecting, praying the Aflembly not to dzfend the Country. -
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The Matter of Fadl, with regard to the Wag-
gons is plainly this.  When the General arrived
at Fort Cumberland, he expelted to have found
every thing ready for his March towards Fort dx
Quefne.  Virginia and Maryland had promifed to
furnith fome Carriages, but the Truth is, they
were not able, having but few Waggons, and
very bad Horfes. Pennfylvania was the only
Province capable of fupplying a fufficient Num-
ber of Carriages, and a Quantity of Provifions.
For this Reafon, the Governor, as he fays in
his Meflage, had before and after the General’s
Arrival, called on our Aflembly to make a proper
Provifion in this Refpect ; which they ought the
more readily to have done, as the feveral neigh-
bouring Provinces had, at a great Expence,
raifed a proper Number of Troops for the gene-
ral Service ; while our Aflembly did not raife a
fingle Man, and only provided fome Provifions,
with a few Prefents of Horfes, ¢, to gain the
good Graces of the Officers, who were faid to
be much enraged at their Conduct, as an Af-
fembly.—

But every Call of this Kind was ineffettual.
The General faw the Seafon far advanced, with
very little Profpect of being enabled to proceed
on his Defign. He, therefore, exprefled great
Diffatisfaltion to Sir Fobn Sinclair, the Deputy-
quarter-mafter-general, on Account of the Dif-
appointments he had met with from every Hand.
Sir Fobn, finding that nothing was to be done
without Compulfion, threatened to march down
into the Provinee, as into an Enemy’s Country,
if we did not immediately fend a fufficient Num-
ber of Waggons and Horfes, to expedite the
March of the Army. ]

.
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It happened at that time that Benjamin Frank-
vin, Efq; Deputy-poft-mafter-general of North
America, was near the Army, having gone back
to fettle a Poft at the Expence of this Province,
between the back Parts of Virginia, and the City
of Philadelpbia, for the better Intelligence dur-
ing the Troubles on that Quarter. This inge-
nious and valuable Citizen, forefeeing the bad
Confequences of an Impreffion of Carriages by a
military Power in this, Province, without the
Authority of the civil Power thereof, and know-
ing that the People might eafily be induced to
furnifh every thing of this Nature, if the pro-
per Steps were taken with them ;—1I fay, from
thefe Confiderations, Mr. Franklin thought it
his Duty to apply to the General, and beg a
fhort Time to try what he could do among his
Countrymen by way of Perfuafion. The Gene-
ral was pleafed with the Motion, and put a Sum
of Money into his Hands, with full Powers to
contract for one hundred and f{ixty Waggons,
and a proper Number of Carriage-horfes.

Mr. Franklin returned, with all poflible Dif-
patch, to the Borough of Lancafter, in the Heart
~of the Province, where he luckily met Mr.
Chief Fuftice Allen, and the two other Judges,
with a great Concourfe of People, it being at the
Time of holding a Court of Oyer and Terminer.
He communicated his Scheme to Mr. Allen,
who, with his ufual Franknefs and great Public-
{piric, beartily engaged to aflit him; and did
accordingly, with much Addrefs, open the Mat-
ter to the People from the Bench, fetting forth
to them, in the warmeft Terms, the Duty they
owed to their Sovereign, who had gracioufly
undertaken this expenfive Expedition for their

im-
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immediate Safety ; at the fame time reprefenting
the Diftrefs and Difgrace that would fall upon the
Province in cafe of a Refufal to do what was fo
much in our Power. He then directed the Con-
ftables of the feveral Townfhips to return home,
and call the People together, in order, as foon as
poflible, to {end in an Account of the Number
of Horfes and Waggons they could refpectively
furnith. This Example was followed by the Ju-
ftices in the County of 2ork, their Court then
fitting,

. At the fame time Mr. Franklin publifhed, in
Dutch and Englifh, a very well-adapted Adver-
tifement, telling the People how great a Sum of
good Englifo Gold they might earn, during the
Campaign, by a Compliance; not forgetting to
put them in Mind, that if Sir Fobn St. Clair,
the Huflar, fhould come down among them, they
might once more fee the Dragoonings of Germany
acted over again, and be forced into a Compli-
ance, without having any Opportunity of mani-
fefting their free Regard for the Good of their
Country, and the Honour of their Sovereign.

Such an Application to the People by two
Gentlemen of the beft Chara&ers in the Province,
enforced alfo by the Recommendation of the fe- -
veral County Magiftrates, immediately procured
‘the Number of Carriages that were wanted ; and
four times as many more might have been pro-
cured, if neceffary.

Our Affembly had fo little to do in all this,
that they were not fitting at the time. Mr.
Franklin was not commiffioned by them, but by
the General. The Waggoners were not to be
paid by the Province, but by the Kizg s and a
very great Sum is ftill due to the poor People on
this Aceount, who in the unhappy Action loft

E their
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their Horfes and Carriages, which were all that
many of them had to depend upon for the Sub-
fiftence of their Families. Mr. Franklin, who
has taken the greateft Pains in this whole Affair,
without the leaft Recompence, but the Satisfac-
tion of ferving his Country, has, however, ob-
tained an Order from General Shirley to pay thefe
poor People their feveral Accounts, as foon as
they can be audited and adjufted by proper
Perfons.

This is a true State of the Cafe ; and our Af-
fembly inftead of arrogating Praife to them{elves,
becaufe the Province furnifhed the neceffary Car-
riages, ought rather to bear the higheft Blame.
For as the Province was fo able to provide every
thing of this kind, they were the more inex-
cufable in not making fuch a Provifion. And it
is clear, that if at the Governor’s early Requeft,
they had made a LLaw to regulate the Price of
Carriages, &e. if it fhould be neceffary to im-
prefs them, a fingle Juftice of the Peace might,
on the firft Notice, have {ent the General what
Carriages he defired ; by which Means he might
have begun his March before the Woods were
covered with Leaves, and got to Fort du Quefne
long before the Reinforcement of the Enemy s
which might in all Probability have given a very
different Turn to our Affairsy and therefore I
leave you to judge, whether a great Part of our
bad Succefs may not juftly be afcribed to the un-
neceflary Delays, arifing from the Want of Car-
riages.

The next thing for which our Affembly are -
highly blameable, was their Treatment of a free
Offer of Lands, on the Weft of the Allegbeny
Mountains, made by the Proprietaries, for the
fmore effectual Removal of the French from their

En-
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Encroachments on the River On1o. The Go-
vernor was particularly empowered to make this
Offer, at fuch a time as he thould judge it moft
for the public Service. Now, while the Expedi-
tion was carrying on by the Crown, under General
Braddock, he could not think fuch an Offer either
feafonable or neceffary, for feveral Reafons.

Firft, It was hoped that the Bufinefs would be
accomplifhed by his Majefty’s Troops.

Secandly, 1f the Affembly refufed to co-operate
with the Crown, and raife the Men demanded of
them, as being contrary to their Principles, the
Governor was certain that they never would con-
cur with the Proprietors in any Scheme of a
like Nature. But, as foon as he heard of the
General’s Defeat, and knowing that nothing more
could be attempted on the Part of the Crown
during that Campaign, as Colonel Dunbar was
marching with the Remainder of the Army to-
wards the City of Pbiladelphia, the Governor then
thought that the proper Seafon for making the
Offer of Lands, and fetting a new Expedition on
foos (on the Part of this Province) was come ;
and he hoped that the Diftrefs and great Danger
to which the Country was now expofed, would
difpofe the Affembly readily to concur in fuch a

romifing Meafure. He did, therefore, accor-
dingly fend the following Meflage to them, dated

Fuly the 29th, 1755.

GENTLEMEN,

¢ On the prefent Emergency, T think it pro-
¢ per, on the Part of the Proprietaries, to pro-
¢ pofe, as an additional Encouragment to fuch
<«¢ Perfons as fhall now engage and go upon an
« Expedition from this, or the neighbouring

¢« Provinces, to remove the Fresch from their
E 2 ‘f En-_
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Encroachment on the River Obio, to grant
the following Quantities of Land Weft of the
Allegbeny Mountains, without any Purchafe~
money, and with an Exemption from the Pay-
ment of Quit-rent for the Space of fifteen Years
from the firft Day of March ncxt, viz.

A Acres.

- ¢¢ To every Colonel — 1000
«“ To every Lieutenant-colonel and

« Major — — } 750

1 ¢¢ To cvery Captain —_ — 500

¢« To every Licutenant and Enfign 400
« To every common Soldier — 200

¢ The faid Lands to be patented to the re-
{pedtive Officers and Soldiers, their Heirs or
Afligns, without any Fees or Charges but thofe
of furveying; on Condition of Settlement
within the Space of three Years after the Re-
moval of the French. And I do recommend
it to you, to afford fome Afiiftance to fuch
as fhall incline to accept of the above Terms,
and make Settlements accordingly.”

In Anfwer to this, the Affembly immediately

publithed a moft fcurrilous Meflage, telling the
People, — ¢ that the Offer was a meer Illufion

(14

¢

“c

(14

(14

(13

€<

(19

and Impofture ; — that the Governor had no
Authority to make any fuch Offer ; — that if
they accepted of it, the Proprietors, when the
Patents were to iffue, might demand a Quit-
rent greater than the Worth of the Lands ;—
that the Virginia vacant Lands were equally
good, more convenient, and to be had on
better Terms.”’— ’
Thus did they treat an Offer which would have

been productive of the beft Confequences ; and
thus alfo, by the moft falfe and groundlefs Infi-

nuations,
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nuations, were the Men difcouraged, who would,
in all Probability, very readily have accepted of
fuch an Offer. I faid falfe and groundlefs Infi-
nuations ; for it could not be thought, that the
Governor would make the Offer without fufficient
Power fo to do. And with regard to the Quit-
rent, they were told that it would be no more
than the ordinary Quit-rent, which was well
known to be Four-fhillings and Two-pence Ster-
ling, for one hundred Acres; and laftly, it was
exprelly faid, that the Patents were to be granted
without any Fee or Expence to the Adventurers.
Moreover, the vacant Lands in Virginia were,
by no means, comparable to the exceeding fruit-
ful Lands of Pennfylvania, on the other Side of the
Allegheny Mountains, upon and near the River
O=xro. But even {uppofing the Lands were
equally good, certainly the intrinfic Goodnefs of
Lands is not the only Confideration that deter-
mines their Price. This depends upon the En-
cumbrances under which Lands are purchafed,
together with feveral other Circumftances’; and,
therefore, if our Aflembly had been hearty in
the Intereft of the Province they reprefent, tiey
would have given a fair State of the Cafe, and
upon comparing our Lands to thofe of Virginia,
would have acknowledged that the latter are not
only, upon the whole, worfe in Quality, but en-
cumbered with the Support of an effaolifbed Clergy,
as well as a certain heavy Impoft upon the Iro-
duce of every Eftate in the Colony ;—all which
we are entirely exempted from. And indeed
the People are {o fenfible of this Advantage, that
they always prefer a Settlement in Pennfyivania,
to a Settlement in any of the Provinces around
us. And whenever any of the People migrate

from this to any other Province, it is entirely be-
caufe
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caufe all our good Lands on this Side the -
legheny Mountains are moftly taken up ; and the
Affembly have conftantly oppofed every former
Meafure, as well as the prefent, for extending
our Settlements on the other Side of the faid
Mountains, becaufe this cannot be done without
an armed Force, at leaft for fome time; which,
as has been frequently obferved, being by no
means conformable to their particular Plan of
Policy, has been the Source of all our Mis-
fortunes.— .
But to return to the Difputes about raifing
of Money, which have f{ubfifted for near two
Years. The Governor, on the 28th of Fuly,
fent another Meffage to the Aflembly, befeeching
them to confider,— ¢¢ that the Retreat of the
« Army, under Colonel Dunbar, would leave the
¢t Back-fettlements entirely expofed to the In-
¢ curfions of the French and Indians ; who being
¢ fluthed with their late Victory, and encouraged
* by our defencelefs State, would penetrate deep
¢ into the Province, murdering the Inhabitants,
¢ or driving them from their Habitations (as has
“ alas! been too fatally felt.) Wherefore he
earneftly recommended to them to fall upon
“ {peedy Mealures for the Protection of the

¢ People, and the Security of the Province.”
As there never was a more urgent Occalion
than this, it was hoped that the Aflembly would
be touched with the bleeding State of their Coun-
try, and grant it immediate Relief, in a manner
that could admit of no Difpute. But how great-
ly were we difappointed to find a new Difpute
introduced about taxing the Proprietary Eftate,
intimating in a2 Meffage thereupon to the Gover-
nor, that it would be in vain to propofe any
other Matters to their Confideration, till that
was
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was previoully fettled. - And yet the Country
was all the while in the utmoft Diftrefs ; and they
well knew that as the Difpute related to a Matser
of Property, it could neither, in Law nor Rea-
fon, be fettled by any Perfon but the real Owners
of the Property itfelf, who were at three thoufand
Miles Diftance, very little imagining that fuch
an unfeafonable Time would be chofen to intro-
duce a new Claim againft their Eftate, which was
not only contrary to the Ufage of all former Af-
femblies, but even to a pgfitive Law of the Pro-
vince itfelf.

The Governor, therefore, refufed his Affent
to the Bill they fent him on this Emergency, for
raifing fifty thoufand Pounds by a Tax on all
Eftates real and perfonal within the Province ;
and in the Courfe of the Debates thereupon, it
appears that he grounded his Refufal chiefly on
the following Reafons :

1ft. By the Nature of his Commiffion, he was
only empowered to reprefent the Proprietaries as
Governor of the Province, but not as Landlord
of their Eftate; and therefore he judged that
any A& of his to encumber or alienate any Part
-of that Eftate, without the exprefs Confent of the
real Owners, would be void in itfelf.

2dly, Admitting that he had fuch Power over
the proprietary Eftate, he would have refufed
his Affent to the Bill; becaufe all Governors,
whether hereditary or otherwife, having Reve-
nues granted them to fupport the Dignity of
Government, and enable them to do the Duties
of their Station, ought to be exempted from

. Taxes in the common Method. For,

adly, If a chief Governor were taxed in the
ordinary Method, by Affeffors chofen wholly by
the People, his private Property, which is Par;

°
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of his neceffary Support, would net only be ren«
dered precarious, but he would be deprived of
the moft effential Right enjoyed by every other
Freemany; and would be taxed by Perfons in
whofe Choice he is allowed no Voice, as being a
diltin& Branch in Legiflation, and therefore fup-
pofed to reprefent himfelf in every Act of Go-
vernment.

4thly, The Proprietaries of this Province in
particular, did confent to a Law for vefting the
People wi h the fole Choice of Afleflors, with an
exprefs Provifo that the Proprietary-eftate {hould
be exempted from all Taxes to be laid by fuch
Afleflors, in the Choice of whom they referved
no Voiee. It would, therefore, be highly un-
reafonable for the People to claim the Privilege
fecured to them by this Law, and at the fame
time to violate the Conditions by which the Pro-
prietaries thought themfelves fecure in confenting
to fuch a Law. j :

sthly, The Aflembly’s Argument, that the
Oath or Affirmation of the Affeflors, is fufficient
Security for the Proprietors, is entircly foreign
to the Purpofe; becaufe, by the fume Reafon-
ing, every cther Freeman might think himfelf
equally fecure in fuch Oath or Affirmation, with-
out claiming the valuable Privilege of being taxed
¢irly by his own Reprefentative.

6thly, Such a Method is not only repugnant
to Reafon, but to the Spirit of the Englifb Law,
which, notwithftanding the Solemnity of an
Oath, cxecpts both againft the Judgment and
Evidence of inerefied Perfons, as capable of be-
ing byalfed. But every Perfon, who can be an
Afleflor in this Province, is iuterefled, in fome
Shape or another, to esfe his own Eftate, by
throwing as much as poflible of the public Bur-

' den

2
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den upon the Eftate of the Proprictors, who
have not that Security for a juft Affeffinent,
which every other Freeman has, in being capable
to become Afleffors in their Turn, as well as to
oppofe the future Choice of any partial or unjuft
Affeflors. And there can be no good Reafon
why the Proprietors, or chief Governors of this
Province, fhould be the only Perfons in it, who
are deprived of the legal Security and moft eflen-
tial Reghts of FREEMEN.

- 4thly, The Affembly’s Argument, that the
Lords in Parliament think their Eftates fufficiently
fecure, altho’ they are a diftin& Branch of the
Legiflature, and taxed by Affeffors chofen by the
People, is mere Illufion, and contrary to Faét.
For it is well known, that it has always been
¢ one of the diftinguifhing Privileges of the
¢ Peers of Great-Britain, that they can never
¢ be affefled towards the flanding Militia of the
¢ Nation, but by fix or more of themfelves.”
And this is the very Point in Difpute. Befides,
both Lords and Commons in England have their
peculiar Rights and Privileges, fixed by the
Conftitution, ripened by Time, and approved
by the Wifdom of Ages; and, as the Lords and
Commons do not compofe the whole of the Bri-
#ifb Legiflature, they cannot ftand in the fame
Relation, one to another, as a chief Governor
and Affembly of this Province do, who make
. up our whole Legillature. It is, therefore, poor
Reafoning to plead for a Similarity of Ufage,
where there is not a Similarity of the Circum-

ftances upon which the Ufage is founded.—
Tho’ thefe were fufficient Reafons for reject-
ing the Law in Queftion; yet I am far from
denying the Equity of the Proprietaries bearing
a Part in the general gurden for the Defence ‘of
the



the Province. The Proprietaries have never
been backward in this Refpect, and are yearly at’
a very confiderable Expence in Affairs of Go-
vernment. But that the Aflembly fhould dictate
to them both the Quantum and Mode of this their
Expence, appears not only unreafonable, but de-
ftructive of the very Nature of mixt Govern-
ment. For as all Power muft have a Foundation
in Property, it is plain that whenever our Aflem-
bly thall get the Proprictary Eftate fubjeted to
their Mercy, they will be able to compleat their
democratical Schemes of Power, by having their
chief Governor for ever afterwards dependent
upon them, as ‘moft of the fubordinate Officers
in the Province already are.

Thus ftood the Difpute at the firlt of OfZober,
the Time fixed by Charter for the annual Elec-
tion of Members of Aflembly, when the very
fame Men were returned into the new Affembly,
by the ufual Artifices * ; excepting one or two
Members, who having always been for Defence,
and finding that they could do no Good by keep-
ing their Seats, declined ferving any longer. Of
courfe this new Affembly took up the Difpute
juft where they had left it. Nothing now re-
imained but the diftrefling Profpect of continuing
to lic at the Mercy of cruel Savages, with our
Hands tied up, at leaft, for one Year longer,
by the ablurd Principles of our own Legiflature,
who ought to have prosefted us.

The principal Inhabitants of Philadelphia, to-
gether with fuch of the Inhabitants of the feveral
Counties, as had a juft Senfe of the Dangers to
which we lay expofed, being now alarmed to
the laft Degree, faw no Expedient left but hum-

bly

* See the Brief State for an Account of the Methods by
which the Cwade/s fecure their Elections. )
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bly to lay their diftreffed Condition orce more f
at his Majefty’s Feet, and implore his gracious
Compaffion and Proteétion.

I wifh I could favour you with a Copy of their
Petition, as it is faid to contain a very ftriking
Reprefentation of the Diftrefles and Dangers of
the Province. But the Subfcribers of it do not
think themfelves at Liberty to make it public
till his Majefty’s gracious Pleafure fhall be figni-
fied thereupon. In general, it fets forth the
great Confternation of the Inhabitants on ac-
count of the naked and defencelefs State of the
Province, at a Seafon of fo imminent Danger,
when they expected every Day to be attacked by
Blood-thirfty Savages, a mere Handful of whom
might, without the leaft Refiftance, carry Fire
and Sword into the very Heart of the Country.

It farther fecs forth their hearty Concern at fee-
ing the Hands of many Thoufands of brave
Men tied up in this Province, by an unnatural
Scheme of Policy, at a Time when all our Neigh-
bours were purchafing immortal Renown in the
Field of Honour.

It intimates that our pacific Meafures and de-
fencelefs State, had alienated our Indian Friends
from us, and encouraged the ambitious Mea-
fures of our French Enemies ; and laltly, that it
is not probable this Province can evet be brought
to purfue different Meafures, while the Quakers,
whofe avowed Principles are againft bearing
Arms, find Means to keep their Seats in Aflem-
bly, by a grofs Abufe of the Foreigners fettled
among us. And therefore, the Petitioners fee
no poflible Method of faving the Province but
by his Majefty’s Royal Interpofition, to put it

F 2 into

+ A like Petition was prefented during the laft War, juft
before the Commencement of the Peace of Aix /a Chapelle.



into a Pofture of Defence, and provide for its-
future * Security in fuch a Manner as fhall be
deemed moft for the public Good.

This Petition was immediately figned in the
City, and in fome of the Counties near it, by a
very confiderable Number of the principal Inha-
bitants, and difpatched in a Ship that lay ready
to fail for London. Had the Time permitted, a
very great Number would have figned it in the
back Counties alfo, who were more immediately
intercfted in it; but alas! before the Copies could
reach them, all the Fears of Danger, which it
exprefled, were too fataliy realized.

For, abou: the Middle of Oétober, a large
Body of Indians, chiefly Shawonefe, Delawares,
&c. T (their Numbers uncertain) fell upon this

Province
* This as T have more than once obferved is only to be
done by an Oath or Qualification, excluding all thofe from
any Share of Government whofe Principles render them unfit
for that which is the great End of Government—itlie De-
fence and Proteftion of the Gowerned.
1+ Thefe Nations were formerly our Friends : But as they
are under the Subjetion of the fix confederate Nations, the
French have put the Hatchet into their Hand againft us, with:
2 Promife of making them Men again (7. e. an independent
People) and reftoring them to their former Poflvflions, which
they have fold to the Englife, But the chief Caufe of their
DefeQion from the Interefts of this Province is our pacific
Schemes of Policy in Times of the greateft Danger, and our
repeated Refufal to give them that Proteftion and Afhiftance
which they have {o often requefted from us. For, by the
Inhumanity and Perfidy of our French Enemies, ScaLpPInG
is become the 77 ade of Indiars, and as they find it a profita-
ble Trade, the Time of War is the Indian Harveff. Where-
fore, as they can neither be idle nor neuter, they will work
for thofe who pay them beft, and fcem to have moft Cou-
rage to prote€t them; regardlefs of Leagues, or the highelt
Obligations.  And, indeed, while we refufe to fight avith
them, we capnot think that they will fight alone Sar us,
againit the whole Power of the Freach, and their numerous
Tiibes of Indians. On the contrary, they muft look upon
us as 3 pufillanimous People, and make the beft Terms they
o, with our more alive and enterprizing Enemies.
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Province from feveral Quarters almoft at the fame
Inftant, murdering, burning, and laying wafte ;
fo that in the five Counties of Cumberiand, York,
Lancafler, Berks, and Northampton, which com-
pofe more than half the Province, nothing but
Scenes of Diftraction and Defolation were to be
feen.

The Damage which thefe Counties have al-
ready fuftained, by the Defertion of Plantations
is not to be reckoned up! Nor are the Miferies
of the poor Inhabitants to be defcribed ; many
of whom were, without a Moment’s Warning,
driven from thofe Habitations where they en-
joyed every Neceffary of Life, and are now ex-
pofed to all the Severity of an approaching Win-
ter ; and obliged to folicit their very BReap at
the cold Hand of CuariTy. Nor, lattly, are
the horrid Barbarities, committed upon thofe
who fell into the Enemies Hands to be parellelled
in all the Volumes of Story.

At Gnadenbutten, a {mall Moravian Settle-
ment in Northampton County, the poor unhappy
Sufferers were fitting round their peaceful Sup-
per, when the inhuman Murderers, muffled in
the Shades of Night, dark and h~rrid as the in-
fernal Purpofe of their Sculs, ftole upon them,
butchered them, fcalped them, and confumed
their Bodies, together with their Horfes, their
Stock, and upwards of fixty Head of fat Cattle
(intended for the Subfiftence of the Brethren at
Betblebem) 2l in one general Flame 3 fo that next
Morning furnithed only a melancholy Spectacle
of their mingled Afhes.

At the Great Cove in Cumberland, at Tulpe-
bockin in Berks, and in feveral other Places, the
Barbarities were flill greater if poflible. Men,
Women, Children, and Brute-beafts fhared one

common
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common Deftrution ; and where they were not
burnt to Afhes, their mangled Limbs- were
found promifcuoufly ftrewed upon the Ground,
thofe appertaining to the buman Form fcarce to
be dittinguithed from thofe of the Brute! Nay
Stakes were found driven into the private Parts
of the Women, and the Mens private Parts cue
off, and put into their Mouths; fo that the
Savages feem to riot and triumph in the moft
deliberate A&ts of infernal Cruelty, and to grow
more favage at the Thought.—

But of all the Inftances of this, which I have
heard, I cannot help being moft affeted with
the following.—One Family, confifting of the
Hofband, his Wife, and a Child only a few
Hours old, were all found murdered and fcalped
in this manner ;—the Mother ftretched on the
Bed with her new born Child horribly mangled,
and put under her Head for a Pillow, while the
Hufband lay on the Ground hard by with his
Body ript up, and his Bowels laid open.

In another Place, a Woman with her fucking
Child finding that the had fallen into the Hands
of the Enemy, fell flat on her Face, prompted
by the ftrong Call of Nature to cover and fhelter
her innocent Child with her own Body. The
accurfed Savage rufhed from his lurking Piace,
firuck her in the Head with a Tomabawk, tore
off her Scalp, and {coured back into the Woods,
without obferving the Child, being apprehenfive
that he was difcovered. The Child was found
fome Time afterwards under the Body of its
Mother, and is yet alive, .

Laft of all, to fill up the Meafure of our Sor-
row, many of our young Women are carried
into Captivity, being referved, perhaps, for a
worfe Fate than thofe who futfered Death in all

3 us
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its horrid Shapes; and no Wonder, fince they
are referved by Savages, whofe tender Mercies
may be accounted more cruel than their very
Cruelty itfelf.

On the firft Notice of thefe Misfortunes, our
ever faithful Friend Scarrogyady 1 (alias Monoka-
toathy) came haftening to Pbiladelphia, together
with Colonel #¢ifer * the Provincial Interpreter,
and two other Indian Chiefs. A Mixture of
Grief, Indignation, and Concern fate upon their
Countenances,  Scarrogyady immediately de-
manded an Audience, which was granted him
in the Prefence of the Governor and the whole
Houfe of Affembly ; when he fpoke to the fol-
Jowing Effect,—

¢ Bre-

+ He is one of the fix Nations that has long lived among
our friendly Indians about Shamokin, and other Places on
Safquebannab. He with one or two more, flood by General
Braddock to the laft, altho’ a few Days before the Battle on
the Mobongebela he loft his Son, a bold Warrior, fhot by an
unlucky Miftake of one of our own Soldiers. Scarrosyady
greatly lamented him, and faid, that if he had fallen in ho-
wourable Battle, he fhould have thought him happy ; but to
be killed by his Friends, whom he was faithfully ferving,
was a mortifying Confideration. Nevertheles the old Man
fought heroically for us at the Battle, and ’tis faid after he
had fired away all his Ammunition, and faw the Day going
againft us, being quite overcome with Fatigue, he fat
down under a Tree, fmoaked his Pipe, ruminating upon the
impending Event, with more than Roman Firmnefs and Com-

gxre of Soul. . .

# Mr. Weifer has greatly diftinguifhed himfelf during our
Troubles by his fuperior Sagacity and Refolution. On the
firk Alarm he put himfelf at the Head of his Neighbours,
exhorted them to make a bold Stand, and told them thag he
knew the Nature of Indians well, and all that was terrible
about them ; that he had often tried the Strength of his own
right Arm together with theirs, during a long Intercourfe
with their various Nations ; and that he could engage his
Honour and Credit that they would be found to have neither
more Bravery nor more Strength than thofe of his Country-

men, that then heard him. On the contrary he obfen;}eld,
K that then A , at
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“ BRETHREN,

““ We are once more come among Yyou,
¢¢ and fincerely condole with you on account of
« the late Bloodfhed, and the awful Cloud that
¢ hangs over you, and over us. Brethren, you
¢ may be undoubtedly affured, that thefe horrid
¢ Ations were committed by none of thofe
¢¢ Nations that have any Fellowfhip with us;
 but by certain falfe-hearted and treacherous
¢ Brethren. It grieves us more than all our
¢ other Misfortunes, that any of our good
¢ Friends the Englifb thould fufpect us of hav-
¢ ing falfe Hearts.

“BRETHREN,

“ If you were not an infatuated People, we
 are yet about * three hundred Warriors firm
¢ to your Intereft; and if you are fo unjuft te
‘¢ us, as to retain any Doubts of our Sincerity,
¢ we offer to put our Wives, our Children, and
¢ all we have, into your Hands, to deal with
¢ them as feemeth good to you, if we are found

¢ in

that they durft not meet the Face of a2 Man in the open Field ;
but that their abole Ars lay in Scurking, and their abole
Bravery in Murper. He therefore, defired every one,
whofe Heart failed him, to return home, that he might know
what he had to truft fo in the Hour of Trial. This had a pro-
per Effedt, in firing thofe to whom he fpoke; but they were
foon informed that the Enemy had left the Place where they
were believed to be; and how an undifciplined Mob would
have bchaved, who were all ating voluntarily, without any
Law of the Country, I cannot tell. In fuch Cafes it is hardly
poffible to keep up Order.

* It may be much doubted whether we have near that
Number of Indians inclined to att with us. Yet we have
many who are inclined, but are afraid to declare themfelves,
for fear of the Enemy. They can only give us private
Hints of Danger, which they frequently do.
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in the leaft to fwerve from you*. But, Bre-
thren, you muft {upport and affilt us, for we
arc not able to fight alone againft the power-
ful Nations who are coming againft you ; and
you muft this Moment refolve and give us
an explicit Anfwer what you will do: For
thefe Nations have fent to deflire us, as old
Friends, either to join them, or to get outof
their ' Way, and fhift for ourfelves. Alas!
Brethren, we are forry to leave you! we re-
member the many Tokens of your Friendfhip
to us ;—But what fhall we do? We cannot
ftand alone, and you will not ftand with us.—

¢“ BRETHREN,

¢ The Time is precious. While we are here
confulting with you, we know not what may
be the Fate of our Brethren at home. We
do, therefore, once more invite and regueft
you to act like Men, and be no longer as
Women, purfuing weak Meafures, that ren-
der your Names defpicable. If you will put
the Hatchet into our Hands, and fend out a
Number of your young Men in Conjunétion
with our Warriors, and provide the neceffary
Arms, Ammunition and Provifions, and like-
wife build fome ftrong Houles for the Pro-
tection of our old Men, Women, and Chil-
dren, while we are abfent in War, we fhall
foon wipe the Tears from your Eyes, and
make thefe falfe-hearted Brethren repent their
Treachery and Balencfs towards you and to-
wards us.

« Bug

* One of the Chiefs of thefe Zndians neir a Year age

- placed two of his Sons at the Academy of Pliludelphia,
where now they begin to read and to fpeak Englib.

G
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¢ But we muft at the fame Time folemnly
¢ affure you, that if you delay any longer to act
¢¢ heartily in Conjunction with us, or think to
« put us off, as ufual, with uncertain Hopes,
¢« you will fee our Faces under this Roof no
“ more. We muft fhift for our own Safety,
¢ and leave you to the Mercy of your Enemies
¢ as an infatuated People, upon whom we can
¢ have no longer Dependance.”

The Tears ftood in the old Man’s Eyes while
he delivered this laft Part, and no Wonder, fince
the very Being of his Nation depended upon
their joining the Enemy, or our enabling them
immediately to make head againft them. This
Speech was made on the Afternoon of a Satur-
dey, and the Affembly, far from entering into
the Confideration of the Affair, adjourned im-
mediately, and did not meet to do any Bulinefs
till the Tue/day following, which highly difgufted
the Indians to think we had fo little Feehing of
their urgent Diftrefs. Several Days paffed and
they had no Anfwer, altho’ they every Day ex-
prefled the moft earneft Defire to be gone. The’
Governor, therefore, fent a Meffage to the Af-
fewntly, intimating, ¢ That if they negleted this
moft important Application, and obftinately per-
fifted in their pacific Meafures, thereby forcing
thefe Indians, not only to leave us, but to aét
againft us, all the dreadful Confequences of it
muft be left at their Door; for he was willing
and “'efirous 10 do every Thing in his Power for
the Protection cnd Affiftance, as well of thefe
vur Iindicir Allies, as of the Inhabitants of the
Province in gencral.” *

In Anfw r o thic the Affembly evaded the
Subjeft, by the lale Pretence that their Money-

: Bill,

* Mefiage, Nowember the ioth,
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Bill, if paffed, would do all: But it was not
Money thefe Indians wanted ; it was the Affift-
ance of our Arms; for, on fuch Emergencies, they
contemn our Prefents, and, in their own empha-
tical Language, call them by the Name of Trath,
which one may drink and pifs out again. And
further, without a Militia Law, the Indians will
never be willing to rifk their Lives for us, fince
they never can rely on any Afiiftance which our
Volunteers may give them, in a Caufe, which is
not deemed worthy of the Santion and Care of
our own Legiflature,

But to divert the public Attention ftill further
from this Point, the Aflembly propofed to the
Governor to fct an Enquiry on feot, whether
any Injuftice had ever been offered to the §ha-
wonefe and other Indians, who were then {calp-
ing the Inhabitants, ¢ principally in the late Pro-
¢« prietary Purchafe,” as they termed it. By this
extraordinary Propofal, the Affembly hoped to
throw the Odium of the Indian Defeftion upon
the Proprietors, and not upon their own conti-
nued Refufal to put the Hatchet into the Hands
of the faid Indians at their repeated Solicita-
tions.*

Nothing could be more ridiculous and unfea-
fonable than fuch a Quibble at this Time.—In
the firft Place the Indians were obliged to fealp
the Inhabitants in the late Purchafe, before they
could get at any former Purchafet. And the

G 2 Affem-

* Scarrooyady and Andreww Montour at this very Time de-
clared publickly, that the Defection of the Shawonefe and
Deluavares was wholly owing to the above Caufes, and to
the Increafe of Credit and Reputation gained by the Freach
on the Defeat of General Braddock, together with their Pro-
mifes and intimidating Threats towards the {aid Indians. See
Pennfylvania Gazette, N° 1407. )

+ They have fince too fatally convinced us that they make
no Diftin&tion of Purchafes.
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Affembly have fince been brought to acknow-
ledge, upon an Infpeétion of the Indian Treaties
and Council Books—¢¢ That they believe great
¢ Care has generally been taken to do the In-
« dians Juftice by the Proprietaries in all their
¢« Purchafes and other public Tranfaltions ;—
¢ and that the Proprictaries have done wiiely,
¢« not only to purchafe their Lands, but to pur-
¢¢ chafe them more than once, for peace-fake ;
¢ and that it appears that the Shaworefe could
¢ have but a flender Foundation for any Claim
< of Satisfattion for Lands in this Province,”’—
where in Truth it has been made appear they
never had any Lands or Claim at all.—

But let us fuppofe they had a juft Right to
Lands among us, certainly Prote@ion is due in
the firft place to the People who have, bona fide,
purchafed and fettled thefe Lands; and when
once their Lives are fecured, and the Invaders
forced to liften to Reafon, then will be the pro-
per Time to propofe fuch an Enquiry and Satis-
faétion,

The Back Inhabitants living upon and pear
thefe Lands, loft all Patience at the Affembly’s
Conduct in this Affair *. They looked upon it
as an egregtous and folemn Trifling with their
Lives and Properties. They petitioned ; they
remonftrated ; nay, they threatened that they
would march down and tear the whole Members
of the legiflative Body Limb from Limb, if they
did not grant them immediate Protetion. They
complained of the flagrant Injuftice done them
1a not allowing the Back Counties their due Pro-

portion

* What moft of all exafperated the People was, that the
Quakers had, during the Incurfions upon our Neighbours,
always given out that the /»dians would never meddle with

Pinrfilvania, and thus continually lulled us in Security, and
evaded the Subjed of Defence.—
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portion of Reprefentatives, which made their
Interefts to be fo little confidered, and their Di-
ftrefles fo little felt, by the Legiflature, at this
Time of Calamity.

And, indeed, there is not perhaps a more fla-
grant Piece of Iniquity fubliting among any free
People, than the Manner in which this Province
15 reprefented in Affembly. We have eight
Counties, and out of thirty-fix Members, the
three old Counties, where the Quakers are fectled,
return twenty-fix of the Number. The other five
Counties, fettled with People of many other
Denominations, efpecially Prefbyterians from the
North of Ireland, fend only the ter remaining
Members among them, This was the Policy of
the Quakers at the firlt Eretion of the five laft
Counties ; by which means, together with their
Artifices among the Germans, the Quakers are
always a valt Majority in the Aflembly, altho®
they are not near one jifth of the People in the
Province.

Whenever, therefore, an Enquiry fhall be
made into the Methods by which the Inhabi-
tants in the Five Back Counties, who are fo
great a Majority, have been fo long kept from
atting in their own Defence, altho’ eager to di-
ftinguith themfelves in Conjunétion with their
brave Neighbours of other Colonies; 1 hope it
will be afcribed to this iniquitous Method of re-
prefenting the Province, which makes the Inte-
reft of particular Places and Denominations of
Men to be preferred to the general Service ; and,
I doubt not, a proper Remedy will be applied.
For, at prefent, all the Back Inhabitants, not:
withftanding their Majority, are abfolutely at Fhe
Mercy of a-Fation, chofen from three Counties,

where the Quakers have very fneakingly taken
‘ Care

4
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Care to feat themfelves, becaufe they lie out of
Danger, and are fecured by the other Counties.
And, in return, thefe other Counties are thus
unjuftly treated, altho’ they are our Barrier, and
more immediately concerned in every thing that
can come before the Affembly, (efpecially on the
Subjeét of Defence) than the old Counties can
be.

Hence if the Back Counties were but fairly
reprefented, it would be impoflible to tie up the
Hands of the People. We fhould much fooner
have been alarmed with our Danger; the Qua-
kers would not have been able to oppofe the
Meafures concerted for our Defence, and we
fhould have made a very different Figure from
what we now do, becaufe the general Interefts
of the whole People would have been properly
felt and confidered, by a Legifllature, taken
equally out of all Parts of the Country.

If this Piece of Iniquity is not {peedily redref-
fed, it will be productive of much Confufion and
Ill-blood among ourfelves, The Scotch Irifd,
mn particular, think that the Quakers have a fe-
cret Satisfattion in feeing their increafing Mul-
titude thinned and beggared in the Back Coun-
ties; as will appear from the following genuine
Letter, which it would be unpardonable not to
mfert in this Place, as it fo well explains the
Subject I am upon, together with the Principles
of our Quakers. It was written from a Gentle-
man in the Back Counties to his Friend in Town,
on reading the printed Meffages concerning the
Indians, 8c. of which I have juft been {peaking.

*“ November 19, 1%55.

« I would fay much more on thefe Topics—
¢ but my Heart is fo full of another Subjed,
¢ that
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that I muft pour it out to eafe myfelf. You

*¢ told me the Affembly were like to do nothing,.

I have, fince that, read the Meflages that
paffed between the Governor and them, and
read them with Concern and Vexation of Spi-
rit. I heretofore ufed to put foft Conftruc-
tions on their Condu&t, and hoped they were
willing to alt for the Defence of their Coun-
try, in their own Way : But now they have
fufficiently undeceived me.

¢ I think the Governor fpeaks guardedly, and
thews a proper Zeal for the Defence of the
Inhabitants, tho’ the Affembly endeavour not
only to diminifh, but annihilate, all his Pro=
feflions on that Head, by pretending to prove,
that his Commiffion and Inftruétions do not
fo far limit him, but that he might confiftently
pafs the Bill they propofe, if he were willing.
Yet I fee no Reafon why they thould not al-
low him a Confcience as well as themfelves.

<« As to the Affair of the Indians, I think
the Governor ufed very mild Language, and
fuch as did not fhew him to be f{o exceeding-
ly difpleafed with the Affembly’s Application
and Queftions on that Head, as he had Rea-
fon to be: For he only fays, that their Lan-
guage feems very extraordinary, when, in-
ftead of ftrengthening his Hands for the Pro-
tection of the People, and the Repulfion of a
favage Enemy, at this Time of imminent Pe-
ril, they talk of regaining the Affetion of the
faid Savages, while they are laying wafte the

¢ Country, and of fetting a-foot an Enquiry

into what Injuftice they have received, a'nd
why they are fallen from their Alliance with
us, &F¢. when they have never complained of

any Injuftice done them ;—and when every
- <« Man
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Man of us may be butchered before we can
difcover the true Motives which have induced
them to become our Murderers.—

< T am not the Governor, nor conneted with
him by any Dependence, nor made partial in
his Favour fo much as by Acquaintance ; yet
I read their Meflage on that Head with Sur-
prize, nor could I refrain from defpifing it as
the moft egregious Trifling. It is of fo ex-
traordinary a Nature, that I cannct find an
adequate Refemblance of it. But I will fup-
pofe fome of thefe Affembly-Men’s Houfes in
Town to be on Fire, and they come to you,
in breathlefs Hafte, calling for Buckets and
Water: Then, inftead of affording them what
Help you can, fuppofe you fhould proceed
leifurely and calmly to enquire of them, how
the Houfe catched Fire? Was it by Defign
of any malicious Perfon? If fo, pray who was
he? And what was the fuppofed Rife of his
Malice ? Did he receive any Affront? And
what was it ? And when? Or did the Houfe
catch by Accident? Or was it owing to the
Careleflnefs of a Servant? And was he a black
Servant, or a white one? Bond or Free?
And will you order him to be punifhed for
it? Or will you give him fair Words that
he may not do fo again ?-—Talk to them at
this Rate, and fee, in fuch a Cafe, if their Pa-
tience will enable them to ftand and hear you
out; or whether they will think you in ear-
neft to help them, or only mocking them, and
trifling with their Diftrefs. The Application
1s eafy. .

 But our Affembly, when called to extin-
guith the Flames of their Country, tell us far-
ther, that they can do nothing, nor know what

¢« Bills
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Bills to propofe, as every one is rejeted on
fome Pretence cr another, But whoever is
impofed on by this Talk muft be criminally
weak and dull'; for is it not very poffible and
eafy at this Junture, when all is at Stake, to
ftrike ten, or fifteen, or twenty thoufand
Pounds, and fink it in five Years by the Ex-
cife; and in the mean Time, by an infenfible
Addition to our Taxes, to raife Money for
Support of Government? Do they not know
that fuch a Bill as this will pafs? Yes, they
do know it, and the Governor has repeatedly
offered to pafs fuch a Bill! Now, would not
the leaft of thefe Sums be of great Service in
procuring Defence for the back Inhabitants?
But we muft be amufed with great Things in
order the more gracefully to give us nothing.
I had rather have ten thoufand Pounds certain,
than the Propofal of fixty thoufand Pounds on
a Footing that renders my receiving it im-
practicable. Nay to offer one hundred Thou-
fand Pounds on fuch a Footing is generoufly
to offer nothing at all.
< But further, why do they not prepare a
Bill for a RecuLar MiLIT1A a5 the Gover-
nor propofes? Do they not certainly know
that fuch a Bill would likewife pafs? Yet they
never mention a Word about it, tho’ at this
Juncute more neceffary than Money itfelf, to
the uniting and due Management of our
Strength. When this is confidered, who is fo
grofsly ftupid as ever to believe them any
more, when they pretend that the Governor is
wholly to blame for our being in a defencelefs
State ? If their Confcience forbids them to
pafs a military Af, why do they fit in the
Seat of Government, at fuch a Time as thisI?f

H « Tf
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If they will not act themfelves, they may be
excufed ; but, when they will not let others
adt, that are willing to defend themfelves, they
are for ever inexcufable. They are now in
the Place of our Proteitors. Our Country
depopulated, our Fellow-fubjets fpoiled and
murdered, our Wives and Children flying for
Fear—all call to them for Help. Certainly
then, when they refufe to afford what they
can and ought to afford, by all Ties whatfo-
ever, they are guilty of deftroying thofe whom
they do not endeavour to preferve; and on
this Principle, it will clearly follow, that a
Multitude of our Quakers, Affembly- Men, and
others, are the bloodieft People in our Land 3
and the Blood of thofe who are murdered
thro’ their Default, cries to Heaven againft
them, let them make light of it as long as
they can.
¢ ] fay make light of it; for I have been
well informed, that a Member of the Affem-
bly * fent back to inform himfelf and Bre-
thren of the Truth of the Ravages and Inhu-
manities committed amongft us, finding that
Things were full as bad as they were repre-
fented, he replied with great Indifference, that
there were only fome ScorcH-IRISH KILLED,
who could well enough be [pared. This is the
common Language of many of thefe People.
It is our Crime not to be Dupes to Quaker
Politics, and the more of us are deftroyed,
the fewer will remain to oppole their dirty In-
terefts. My very Soul rifes at the Thought!
And thefe hard-hearted Wretches will find
that God will require the Blood of Seotch-Irifb
€< 'at

¥ Natlaniel Grubb, 2 Quaker, Member for Chefier Coun-
made this Speech at Lancafier, &c,
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at their Hands affoon as the Blood of Qua-
kers s and it will cry equally loud from the
Earth for Vengeance. But, perhaps, they
will exculpate themfelves, as ufual, by plead-
ing their Endeavours to preferve the Lives of
the favage Murderers, and fo they ftill pre-

¢ ferve Life. ‘Thisis true; but then they pre-
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ferve Lives that by all Laws, %oth divine and
buman, ought to be deftroyed ; and in fo do-
ing they deftroy thofe Lives which they are
obliged, by the fame Laws, to preferve.—
“ Now if any of the more ferious Quakers
this Way feem difturbed with this diftrefling
Afpe¢t of Affairs, their leading Ones huth
them, bid them be quite eafy, afluring them,
that neither French nor Indians will hurt the
Quakers. This, with fome other Circum-
ftances, has made many People furmife, that
by fome private Articles, which they either
have, or defign to enter into with our Ene-
mies, the Quakers have fecured their Society.
And when they are feen to affe¢t Indifference
about the prefent State of Things, and dif-
dainfully to {neer at our military Preparations,
it gives great Ground to believe that this
Coolnefs muft proceed from fome fuch Caufe,
or from the groflfeft Stupidity and Blindnefs;
for if their Faith, as they pretend, was fo great
in this Cafe as to be Walls of Brafs around
them, Why does not the fame Faith fhew it-
felf equally in all other Cafes? But the Truth
is, that in all other Affairs, they feem to have
no greater Faith than their Neighbours, nor
fo great as many of them. They can as little
caft their Bread upon the Waters as any Peo-
ple I know. Nor do they in any common
Matters pretend to truft Gop, without the Ufe
H 2 of
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of Means. They plow and they fow; they
reap, and they gather into Barns, as others do.
Nor are they lefs carnal in their Tempers
than the People of this World. Let them . be
touched, they will rail and reproach! And
what Spitefulnefs, Partiality, and Envy ap-
pear at Elections, if they meet with the leaft
Controul, is too open to be hid from any that
know them.
¢ Indeed, I by no means think of them all
alike.  Some are candid and rational, and
have fhewn themfelves heartily concerned for
the Protection of the back Inhabitants. Thelfe,
tho® better Patriots, and better Men than
others, yet are worfe Quakers, and that in the
Judgment of their Bretbren. For, have they
not cenfured in their Meetings thofe Perfons
who were in any refpe¢t aiding and- forward-
ing our Expedition to the Frontiers againft
the Indians. Thus, inftead of helping to pre-
ferve us, they rather firive to deliver us into
our Enemies Hands, and all this fo con{cien-
tioufly as to think they do God Service in fo
doing. Their Confcicnces are mighty tender
of fhedding the Blood of Indian Murderers,
but hardened and feared as to fhedding the
Blood, at leaft of the Scotch-ILrifp. The Pa-
pifts think they do God Service by killing us
as Heretics. The Quakers think they do the
fame, by looking calmly on, while we are
killed to their Hand. And where hes the
Difference? Both act as their Religion dictates, *
and both are ffaunch, bigotted, and pharifaical
alike.—Now it is certain, that they, who pro-~
fefs to be our Friends, if they are not with us,
when Need requires, they are to be reckoned
againft us; and therefore we may well reckon
“ very
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% very many of the Quakers to be our real Ene.
“ mies. And when the Principles of their Re-
¢« ligion lead them into this Dilemma, that they
<« muft either countera& them, or a& like Ene-
¢ mies and Traitors to their Country, I think it
“ demonftrates their Religion to be contradic-
“ tory to Reafon, to Scriprare, and to the Laws
*¢ of Nature and Nations,

““ Wherefore, sucu a Rrricion ought to be
“ rejeCted, and, if poflible, extirpated from the
¢ Face of the whole Earth, by every good Pa-
“ Tr10T and good CHRISTIAN ; not only as it
« is fubverfive of all Seciety, but alfo as it is de-
<« ftructive of that very Peace and good Will
*“ among Men, which it pretends, in a more emi-
« nent Degree, to preferve and propagate.”’—
&Fe.—

This Gentleman had greater Reafon than he
knew of, to reckon our Quakers fome of the
bloodieft People in our Land, and to conclude
that their Religion, which makes them fo, ought
to be rejeted by every good Citizen. For, in
the midft of this Diftrefs, the Quaker-Members
of Affembly were cited into a private Houfe by
three famous Quaker Preachers lately from Eng-
land, one Male and the other two Female ; where
they were /leffured for feveral Hours, and told
that if ever they gave up, or atted inconfiftent
with, that diftinguithing Tenet of their Religion,
which reftrained them from bearing Arms, or
contributing to Defence, they would no longer
be a feparate People, but would dwindle away
infenfibly, among the Men of the Earth.

At the fame Time the Heads of the Meeting
in this City joined their Influence to that of their
Preachers, and in their own Name, and in the
Name of all the Quakers in the Province,f pre&

enge
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fented ‘the following remarkable Addrefs to 1he
Affembly, who were now prefled on every Side,
and could not ftand it out much longer, without
raifing the People in Rebellion.—

¢¢ To the REPRESENTATIVES OF THE FREE-

(X4
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“ MEN of the Province of Pennfylvania, in
¢ General Affembly met,

¢« Tue ApDress of fome of the People cal-
¢ Jed QuakEkrs, in behalf of themfelves
¢« and others in the faid Province.

« The Confideration of the Meafures which
have lately been purfued, and are now pro-
pofed, having been weightily impreffed on
our Minds, we apprehend that we thould fall
fhort of our Duty to you, to ourfelves, and to
our Brethren in religious Fellowfbip, it we did
not in this Manner inform you, that although
we fhall at all Times, hearuly and freely con-
tribute, according to our Circumftances, ei-
ther by the Payment of Taxes, or in fuch
other Manner as may be judged neceffary to-
wards the Exigencies of Government, and fin-
cerely defire that due Care may be taken, and
proper Funds provided for raifing Money to
cultivate our Friendthip with our Indian
Neighbours, and to fupport fuch of our Fel-
low-fubjeéts, who now are, or may be, in Di-
Jirefs, and for fuch other like benevolent Pur-
pofes s yet as the raifing Sums of Money, and
putting. them into the Hands of Commitiees,
who may apply them to Purpofes inconfiftent
with the pEaceapLe TEsTIMONY we pro-
fels, and have borne to the World, appears
to us, in its Confequences, to be deftrutive
of our religious Liberties ; we apprchend ma-

(13 ny
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“ ny among us, will be under the Neceffity of
*“ fuffering, rather than confenting thereto, by
¢t the Payment of a Tax for fuch Purpofes ; and
¢¢ thus the fundamental Part of our Confiitution
¢ may be effentially affeted, and that free En-
¢ joyment of Liberty of Confcience (for the Sake
¢ of which our Fore-fathers left their native
« Country, and fettled this, then a Wildernefs)
«“ by Degrees be violated.

““ We fincerely affure you we have no tempo-
< ral Motives for thus addreffing you, and could
¢« we have preferved Peace in our own Minds,
<« and with each other, we fhould have declined
¢ it, being unwilling to give you any unnecef-
¢ fary Trouble; and deeply fenfible of your
¢ Difficulty in difcharging the Truft committed
¢ to you irreproachably in thefe perilous Times,
¢ which hath engaged our fervent Defires, that
< the immediate InftruCtion of fupreme Wifdom
““ may influence your Minds, and that being
«¢ preferved in a fteady Attention thereto, you
¢ may be enabled to fecure Peace and Tranquil-
¢¢ lity to yourfelves and thofe you reprefent, 2y
«“ purfuing Meafures confifiens with our PEACE-
¢« aBLE PrINCIPLES, and then we truft, we may
«¢ continue humbly to confide in the Protection
¢« of that Almighty Power whofe Providence
< has heretofore been as Walls and Bulwarks
¢ round about us.”—

Delivered 6th November 1755.
This Addrefs haftened Things to their defired

Iffue. It was now clearly perceived under what
Influence the Aflfembly were ating, and that all
their Difputes had been nothing but Expedients
to protra¢t Time and oblige a Party, whom they
durft not tax for Defence without loﬁngsthcir

' eats
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Seats; fince the faid Party, when Matters were
now brought to an Extremity, did not fcruple to
declare publickly, that they would fooner surrer
than contribute to fuch Purpofes. The principal
Part of the Inhabitants of this City read the faid
Addrefs with Indignation, and could only con-
fider it as 2 moft impudent Requeft to facrifice
the greater Part of the Province to the undue
Influence of a Set of wrong-headed Enthufiafts!
The Mayor of the City, therefore, fummoned
all the Inhabitants of every Rank to meet him
on the 12th of November, in order to obtain
their Senfe of the prefent State of Affairs, and
to join him in a Reprefentation to the Affembly,
in which, as an Antidote to the Quaker-Poifon,
as well as in Duty to the poor Sufferers, he pro-
pofed that they fhould not only infift upon raifing
Money for Defence, but alfo that they fhould _
make a peremptory DEmaND of a proper Miki-
tary Law, that the Country might no longer be
facrificed to the Interefts of a Fation. The
fame Day the following fpirited Reprefentation,
containing fome unan{werable Arguments for a
Military Power, was accordingly figned by the
principal Inhabitants, and immediately prefented
by the Mayor, in their Name.

““ A RepreseNTATION to the General-Affem-
“ bly of the Province of Pennfylvania, by fe-
¢¢ veral of the principal Inhabitants of the City
¢ of Philadelphia, in the faid Province:

““ GENTLEMEN,

¢ At a Time when a bold and barbarous Ene-

* my has advanced within * a hundred Miles
« of

* The Enemy fince that have laid wafte upwards of 30

Miles, fo that our Frontier in fome Parts is but about 6o
Miles from our Seat of Government. '
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of this our Metropolis, carrying Murder and

efolation along with them ; and when we
fee our Country already ftained with the Blood
of many of its Inhabitants, and upwards of a
thoufand Families, who very lately enjoyed
Peace and Comfort in their own Habitations,
now difperfed over the Province, many of
them in the moft miferable and ftarving Con-
dition, expofed to all the Hardfhips and Se-
verity of the Seafon :—We fay, in fuch a Si-
tuation, we fhould think ourfelves greatly
wanting in Regard for our own perfonal Safe-
1y, as well as in Compaffion for our dleeding
and fuffering Fellow-Subjeits, if we did not
thus publicly join our Names to the Number
of thofe who are requefting you to pafs a
Law, in order to put the Province in a Po-
Sure of Defence, and to put a Stop to thofe
cruel and favage Outrages, which muft other-
wife foon prove our Ruin.
«« We hope we fhall always be enabled to pre-
ferve that Refpet to you, which we would
willingly pay to thofe who are the FarTHFUL
Reprefentatives of the Freemen of this Province.
But, on the prefeat Occafion, you will for-
give us, Gentlemen, if we aflume Charalters
fomething higher than that of bumble Suizors,
prAYING for the Defence of our Lives and
Properties, as matter of Grace and Favour
on your fide. You will. permit us to make a

sc-pofitive and.immediate DemanD of it, asa
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Matter of perfeit and uralienable Rigut on

otur own Parts, both by the Laws of GOD

and Man. And to this we are induced by

the following Confiderations.—

<« 1, The Approach of Winter brings along

with it the dreadful Profpect of a contin;zal
) | <. In-
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Increafe of the Inroads of thofe preying Sa-
vages upon our Inhabitants, unlefs a proper
Force is immediately provided to protef and
defend them.
“ The proper and natural Force of every Coun-
try is its MiLiTra; without which we know
of no Government that ever could fubfift it-
felf 5 for it is highly unjuft to think that the
Burden of Deferce fhould fall upon Individuals,
when the Defign of Government is to obtain
GENERAL SEcURITY by a cEnErRAL Unrion
of the Forck of Individuals.

¢« 3. Confequently we conceive it a Subver-
fion of the very End of Government, to
deny that vecAL Proteftion to the Governed,
for obtaining of which, Government was ori-
ginally inftituted.
¢ 4. In our own particular Cafe, altho® Men
could be found willing to rifk their Lives for
the Publick, and could be fubjefted to necef-
fary Order and Difcipline, without the Aid
or Encouragement of Law (which we cannot
conceive poflible) yet it would neither be
advifeable for the Sake of fuch Men them-
{elves, nor yet for the fake of public Liberty, to
keep up an armed Force in the Country, with-
out the San¢tion and Authority of Lew ; efpe-
ciaily as it is fo much in your Power to give
fuch a Sanction and Authority.
¢ 5. Unlefs the Defence of this Province, and
of our Indian Allies, is made the A7 of 1he
whole Legiflature, and vigoroufly gone into,
the Indians who are now in Town, have pub-
licly declared for themfelves, and for their
Friends who yet remain in our Intere(t, that
they can no longer repofe any Faith in us;
but muft -fhift for their own Safety, and Jeave

. (13 us



(1

(31

(31
(13
€C
(14
(13
(19
(44
[14
(14
[14
[ 13
(19
(43

[13

(43
(13

(13

(13
(13
(11
(13
(19

(13

L 67 1]
us to ourfelves, as a People void of Spirit, and
void of Conduct.
““ 6. We are of Opinion, that no Sums of
Money, however great, will anfwer the Pur-
pofes of Defence, without fuch a Law as we
defire. 'We cannot, therefore, think that it
thews a proper Concern for the Lives of the
People of this Province, at fo dangerous a
Junéture, to propofe Sums of Money in the
room of fuch a neceffary Law; and to propofe
raifing thefe Sums too, in a Manner that muft
occafion Difputes and Delays, wnen there are
fo many unexceptionable Ways and Means,
agreeable to which the People in general are
very ready to pay any realonable Proportion
of their Property, for the Prefervation of the
Refidue.
¢« Upon the whole, Gentlemen, we muft be
permitted to repeat our Demand, that you will
immediately frame and offer a Law for the De-
fence of the Province, in fuch a manner as the
prefent Exigency requires.  The Time does
not permit many Hands to be put to this Re-
prefentation.  But if Numbers are neceffary,
we truflt that we fhall ncither want a fufficient
Number of Hands nor Hearts to fecond and
fupport us, till we finally obtain fuch a juft and
reafonable Demand.” Delivered Nov. 12th.

. In this the Mayor atted only as a private Man
among his Citizens; but feeing Things ftill in
the greateft Confufion, the Corporation of the
City (as foon afterwards as they could) thought
it incumbent upon them, as a Body-polx.nc,
charged with the Peace and Safety of the City,
to fignify their jult Apprehentons of the Danger
to which they were expofed, and to remonfirase,

12 in
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in the moft folemn and public Manner, againft
the Meafures then purfued ; which they did, from
a very full Board, as follows :-
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To the Reprefentatives of the Freemen of the
¢« Province of Pennfylvania, in Affembly met,

A RemonsTrANCE, by the Mayor, Alder-
¢ men, and Common-council of the City of
¢ Pbiladelphia, in Behalf of the faid City.

¢ GENTLEMEY,

““ You were lately called together upon more
urgent Bufinefs than ever came before an Af-
fembly of this Province; and while you have
been fitting, fcarce a Day has paffed, wherein
you have not heard of the inhuman Slaughter
of your Fellow-fubjefts, and been loudly called
upon for that Protefzion, which by the moft
facred Ties you owe to the People.
¢ On fuch an Emergency, we imagined that
you had an eafy and expeditious Mode of Pro-
cedure before you; namely, to poftpone all
Difputes to a more feafonable Time ; to grant
the neceflary Supplies on fuch Terms, as thofe
on which the reft of his Majefty’s Colonies
have granted large Sums for the like Purpofes ;
and laftly, to pafs a reafonable Law, in order
to collect and regulate the Force of the Pro-
vince, for repelling the prefent cruel Invafion.
Neverthelefs, while you have been pELIBE-
RATING, much innocent Blood hath been fpilt;
a great Extent of our Country laid wafte; and
the miferable Inhabitants fcattered abroad be-
fore the Savacz-spoILER.
“ WHEREFORE, in the moft folemn Manner,
before Gop, and in the Name of all our Fel-
¢ low-



[ 69]

low-citizens, as you regard the Lives of the
People whom you reprefent, we call upon
you, we adjure you, nay we fupplicate you,
to give that /legal Protection to your dleeding
Country, which ought to be the chief Objet
of all Government at fuch a perilous Junéture
as this. And let it be no longer faid, that
while we are daily hearing fo much concern-
ing Privilege and Right, we are, in the mean
Time, deprived of that moft eflential Right
and great firft Privilege, (which Gop and Na-
TURE gave us) of defending our Lives and
protefling our FAMILIES.
“ We profefs the fame Reafons for this Ap-
plication, which determined many of the In-
habitants of this City to make a like Applica-
tion to you on the twelfth Inftant; and as
thefe Reafons now lie before you, we need
not repeat them, any further than by obferving
that a well regulated Militia has always been
found both the fureft and leaft expenfive AZe-
thod of Defence; and that, wpon any other
Plan, great Sums of Money muft be thrown
away to little Purpofe, and the People thereby
burdened with grievous Taxes.
¢ Another Reafon for thus applying to you,
is the great Diftrefs which this City, commit-
ted to our Care, is like to labour under by
the vaft Increafe of the Poor from all Parts
of the Country, and the melancholy Profpect
of having far greater Numbers of the unhappy
Back-fettlers driven in upon us from their Ha-
bitations, and continually flying to the Shelter
and Charity of the City, as the Place of great-
eft Safety.” This muft neceffarily be prejudi-
cial to the general Courfe of Bulfinefs, apd
enhance the Value of all Neceffaries, by in-
s¢ creafing
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« creafing the Number of Mouths, and at the
« fame time diminifthing the Number of Hands
«¢ that fhould fupply our Market ;—all which
¢ will prove a Burden upon us too heavy to
¢ bear.

¢t Secing therefore our Affairs are brought to
¢ fuch a Crifis, and as this our reafonable De-
¢ mand cannot require much Time for your Con-
«¢ fideration, having already been fo often made
¢ to you by Petitions from all Parts of the Pro-
“¢ vince, we do earneftly recommend Difpatch
“ to you. For, as the People feem already in
¢« a deplorable and defperate Condition, we fear
¢ it will not be poffible to preferve the Peace
¢« and Quiet of this City, nor of the Province
‘< itfelf, much longer, if fome effectual Methods
¢ are not {peedily taken for their general Defence
““ and Security.

Nov. z4th, < By Order of the Board,
s « William Plumfted, Mayor.”

There was now a Flame rifing in every Part
of the Country, which the Affembly with all
their Arts could not fupprefs. The People were
daily fuffering : They demanded Proteftion ; and
they would liften to no infinuating Stories about
Privileges and Liberty, while the Sword of the
Enemy was at their Throat, ready to deprive
them of their Lives and their Privileges together.
On this Occafion, there was the faireft Chance
of ridding our Aflembly * of Quakers for ever,
' if
_® There was another way of getting rid of them, by cut-
ting their Throats ; which Expedient a great many fanguine
Peaple of the back Counties had refolved upon, and would
certainly have executed, if great Pains had not been taken

to prevent it, by Men who did not owe any fuch Kindnefs to
thofe who would have been the firft Sufferers.

4
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if our Conftitution had not this Abfurdity in it,
that there is not a Power of Diflolution in the
Governor ;—a Power which no Country fhould
be deprived of for the following Reafons, among
many others that might eafily be given :

1ft, When Ele&ions are periodical and ftated,
there is this manifeft Inconvenience, that parti-
cular Men may at the Time of their Ele&ion be
thought very fit Repreflentatives, and yet before
the Time of their Service is expired, Circum-
ftances may be fo altered, as to render them of
all others the moft unfit for fuch a Truft ; and
therefore when fuch Circumftances arife, the Peo-
ple ought to have an Opportunity of fhewing
their Senfe of the Fitnefs of their Reprefenta-
tives, by a new Eleltion, in confequence of a
Diffolution. Our own Cale is a moft flagrant
Proof of this Inconvenience.

2. A fecond great Inconvenience is that, at the
ftated Times of Election, where they are periodi-
cal, Things may be fo circumftanced, as that
the Election ought to be put off, and the fame
Members continued, at leaft for fome Time;
and therefore there fhould be always fome Perfon
empowered and qualified to judge at what Time
the Attention of the People may be fpared for
the Bufinefs of Eleftions, with leat Detriment
to the Country ; and this requires, that fuch a
Perlon fhould have both a Power of continuing
and of diffolving the People’s Reprefentatives, as
the public Good may require. We would alfo
feel this Inconvenience greatly, if on the 1ft Day
of Ofober next, every Man of us fhould be called
to clcé our Reprefentatives, and oppofe the k-
nemy-at the fame Inftant in the Heart of the
Country, which is a very poffible Cale.

But
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But to proceed: Our Affembly faw that the
People were become defperate, and would no
longer be trifled with. Every Day brought Pe-
titions, Remonftrances, and many other clamo-
rous Things, figned by great Numbers of Hands,
and all infifting upon a Militia-law in particular,
as abfolutely neceflary to collect and conduét our
natural Strength. To deny this juft Requeft a
Moment longer, was dangerous to the laft De-
gree; and to comply with it would prove the
Ruin of the Faltion, as was fhewn in the Brief
State*. There was no Expedient lefc to ward
off the Storm, but to frame a Sort of Military-
bil/, which would reduce the Governor to the
following Dilemma.

Firft, if he refufed to pafs it as it was, or if
he offered any Amendments to it, they were de-
termined not to admit of one of them, but to
quarrel with him on the Bill, and thus ftop the
Clamours of the People againft themfelves, by
pretending that they had offered a Military-bill,
but the Governor would not agree to it.

But if he fhould agree to it, they had taken
Care of their Intereft, by framing it in fuch a
Manner, as to ftrip the Crown of fome of its
effential Prerogatives.

The Governor faw their Drift, and therefore
as the Law was to continue in Force only about
eleven Months, he knew that the People in that
Time would be convinced of its Abfurdity much
better by fecling its Defets, than by any At-
tempt of his to point them out ; and accordingly
he immediately paffed it +, to the great Mortifi-
cation of the Affembly, who defired above all

Things

* Page 16. Edition 1ft.

1+ The Corporation Remonfirance was prefented in the

Morning of November the z5th ; and this Law was pafled in
the Evening of the fame Day. :
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Things that he might enter into a Difpute with
them concerning it.

As foon as the Law was publifhed, the Peo-
ple were exafperated at the Iniquity of it to the
laft Degree ; and there is not a fingle Man that
has yet ftirred in confequence of it. On the
contrary, fome Counties have already met and
fubfcribed Remonftrances againft it, as a Thing
that they neither comprehend, nor will be con-
cerned with, fo that we are now in a worfe State
than ever ; and all our Hopes is, that a proper
Militia-law will be framed for us, by his Ma-
jefty’s Interpofition, in confequence of our hum-
ble Petition for that Furpofe.

But that you may have a more juft Idea of
this Law, I fhall give you an Abftraé? of it, and
then fhew what Reafons the People have to be
difpleafed with it.

““ An A& for the better ordering and regula-
< ting fuch as are willing and defirous to be
« ypited for Military Purpofes within this
¢ Province.

<« __Whereas this Province was firft fcttled by
« (and a Majority of the Affembly has ever fince
< been of) the People called QuakEzrs, who,
¢¢ tho’ they do not, asthe World is now circum-
¢ ftanced, condemn the Ufe of Arms in others,
< yet are principled againft bearing Arms them-
< felves; and to make any Law to compel them
¢ thereto againft their Confciences, would not
<< only be to violate a Fundamental in our Con-
< ftirution, and be a ditect Breach of our Char-
< ter of Privileges, but would alfo in effeét be to
« commence Perfecution againft all that Part of
¢¢ the Inhabitants of the Province ; and for them

¢ by any Law to compel others to bear Arms,
ooy K ¢ and
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and except themf{elves, would be inconfitent
and partial.  Yet for as much as, by the gene-
ral ToLeraTion and Equity of oxr Laws,
great Numbers of People of other religious De-
nominations are come among #s, who, being
under no fuch Reftraint, think it their Duty
tofight in Defence of their Country, and there-
fore have an equal Right to Liberty of Confci-
ence'with others: And whbereas a great Number
of Pctitions from the feveral Counties of this
Province have been prefented to this Houfe,
reprefenting that they are defirous of being
united under legal Authority for Defence, and
that without fuch Authority they cannot have
Confidence in each other, nor affemble to op-
pofe the Enemy without the utmoft Danger
of ‘expofing themfelves to Confufion and De-
ftruction :—And whereas we do not think it
reafonable that any fhould, thro’ want of legal
Powcts, be reftrained from doing what they
judge it their Duty to do for THEIR owN
Security: :

¢« Wherefore be it ena&ed, thas it fhall and
may be lawful for the Freemen of this Pro-
vince, to form themfelves into Companies, as
herctofore they have ufed in Time of War
without Law, and for each Company, by a
Majority of Votes, in the way of Ballot, to

> chulfe its own Offcers, f0 wit, a Captain, Licu-
¢ tenant, and Enfign, who, if approved and

commiffioned by the Governor for the Time
being, fhall be the Captain, &%. of each Com-
pany refpectively; and the faid Companies be-

©ing divided into Regiments by the Governor,

it {hall be lawful for the Officers fo chofen and

commiffioned to meet together, and by way

of Ballot, to chufe a Colonel, Lieutenant-Co-
¢ Jonel,
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lonel, and Major, for the Regiment, and pre-
fent them to the Governor for his Appro-
bation.
¢ Provided that if he fhall not think fit to
commiffion any Officer fo firlt chofen and pre.
fented, the Electors fhall chufe two others,
one of whom fball receive his Commiffion, and
be the Officer as aforefaid.
¢« When the faid Companies and Regiments
are thus formed, &. it fhall and may be law-
ful for the Governor, by and with the Advice
and Confent of the Colonels, Lieutenant-Co-
lonels, and Majors of all the Regiments, being
for that Purpofe by him convened, to form
and eftablifh Articles of War, to erect and
conftitute Courts Martial, ¢, &Fc. which
Articles fo made, fhall be printed and read to
the refpective Companies 5 and every Captain,
Lieutenant, Enfign, and other Freemen, who
fhall, at leaft after three Days Confideration,
woluntarily fign the fame, fhall thenceforth be
deemed well and duly bound, and fubjeét to
the Pains, Penalties, Punifhments, and For-
feitures, that may therein be appointed for
Difobedience and other Offences: Provided
that fuch Articles be as near as poflible con-
formable to the Military-laws of Greas-Britain,
and to the laft A& for punithing Mutiny and
Defertion ; and provided allo, that nothing in
this A& fhall give any Power to the Governor
and faid Officers, to make any Articles or
Rules that fhall in the leaft affeét fuch as are
con/cientioufly fcrupulous of bearing Arms, ei-
ther in their Libertics, Perfons, or Eftates.”

By the Preamble of this Law, you fee that

our Affembly are, and have always been Quakers,

K2 and
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and that they are fill principled againft bearing
Arms, What can be more abfurd than fuch a
Declaration from thofe who are in the room of
our Protecfors? That which is the chief Defign
of Government, they declare they can have no-
thing to do with! But then they are gracioufly
pleated to tell us, that they will not condemn us
if we rifk our Lives to fave their Scalps, toge-
ther with that Government which they will allow
us no Share of. And they give an excellent
Reafon for this; wviz. that becaufe they are ab-
furdly principled againft bearing Arms them-
felves, they muft not, by any means, be incon-
fitent with this Abfurdity, by making a Law
- that requires others to bear Arms. Thofe who
are willing and defirons may, if they pleafe, de-
fend the Province ; but in cafe a fufficient Num-
ber are not willing and defirous to defend it, we
will not provide for its Safety, as other Pro-
vinces have done for theirs, by compulfive Me-
thods, ror depart one Jot from our Principles,
if 1t were to fave it from Deftruction. Ncither
will we give up the Government to others who
would take Care of its Defence 5 for the Laws
are all vurs, the Country is ours ; and tho’ it be
true that great Numbers of People, of other re-
ligicus Denominations, are come among us, yet
they came by our Toleration.

And now what more need be faid to thew how
unjuftly this Province is fwayed by a Faétion,
and facrificed to their feparate Interefts. Our
very Laws themfelves breathe the Spirit, and
fpeak the Language, of a Fa&ion, who tell us
that we are all so/erated only by their Grace and
Favour, And yct thefe high and mighty Lords,
who fpeak fo loudly of zolerasing others, can plead
po Eftablithiment in their own Behalf, They are

T fug
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ar from being the * oldeft Settlers here, and ftill
farther from being the moft numerous. Nor are
we in the leaft indebted to them or their Laws
for our Right of Scttlement. The Royal and
Proprietary Charters, from which their Laws
themfelves derive their whole Force, have fe-
cured the Enjoyment of free and equal Rights,
to the Charch of England in particular, and in
general to all who believe in One Gop.

I bave taken the more Netice of this Pream-
ble, to fthew the haughty and partial M.noer, in
which our Law-makers treat the good People of
this Province, infinuating that other religious De-
nominations are not upon an cqual Footing with
themfelves. As to the Law wefelt, the People
object to it chiefly for the following Reafons.

1ft, There is no Mode of Elcttion prelcrib-
ed ; no Perfons being appointed to call the Peo-
ple together, or to prefide in their Ballotting, 1o
that it is only by Chance that they are to meet
and chufe their Officers.

2dly, The Method of exe\cuting the Law is
extremely indire¢t and dilatory 3 and half the
Term ot its Continuance may be expired, as
well as half the People of the Province mur-
thered, before any thing can be done in confc-
quence of it.  For when the former Difficuity is
by Chance got over, and the inferior Oificers
- chofen, they are to be returned to the Governor;
and then to be approved by him (if he likes
them); and then to have their Commifiions made
out; and then they are to meet (if any one hap-
pens to call them) to chufe Ficld-officers 5 and
then thefe alfo are to be approved by the Go-
vernor; and then commiffioned ; and then to be
convened in a Sort of Parliament ; and then to

propofe

* # The Swed.s and Linw Dautch firft fettled-she Country.
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propofe and debate upon Articles of War, an‘d
then to print thefe Articles, and then to diftd-
bute and read them to the Companies, and then
the Companies to confider upon them at leaft
three Days, and then to fign them if they pleafe,
and perhaps not to fign them afterall ; and then
we are juft were we begun ; with this fad Differ-
ence, that all private Affociations for Defence
are diffolved by the Name of a Military Law ;
and all the while that our Affembly are devifing
Expedients, and making Experiments of unpre-
cedented Laws, to fuit their Republican Schemes
of Power, many innocent Perfons are paying
their Life’s Blood as the Price of fuch Madnefs
and Obftinacy. Surely no one would imagine
that ever fuch a Law as this was made to an{wer
an Emergency, when the Enemy were burning
and flaying, and when a Moment’s Time was
not to be loft that could pofiibly be faved!

3dly, The Partiality of the Law, and the un-
righteous Exemption it gives to particular Per-
fuafions, without any Equivalent to the Public
for fuch an Indulgence, highly difgufts the Peo-
ple, as it leaves them to defend with their Blood
a Sett of Men who have engroffed almoft all the
Advantages of that Government, from the De-
fence of which they have fo unjuftly exempted
themfelves, which is putting the greater Part of
the Province upon a moft flavifh and unequal
Footing. On this Head the People reafon as
follows.

Defence is the common Duty of all who re-
ccive Protedtion.  'Two Things are abfolutely
neceffary for Defence; BopiLy Force, and
Monzy, which is the Sinews of Force. In
Cafes where the whole Force of the Community
may be requifite for its Defence, the Lsw itfelf

3 ~ cannot
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cannot difpenfe with the bodily Force of any
Number ot Individuals, without violating the an-
tecedent Laws of natural Equity, and the funda-
mental Principles of Society. But where the
whole Force of the Community may not be re-
quifite, the Law may abfolve a few from their
Share in the one Part of Defence, provided they
contribute more than their Share towards the
other. On this Principle, fome are exempted
from bearing Arms in Confideration of their con-
tributing more than their Share of Money, or
perhaps Ingenuity ; while others are exempted
from paying of Money in Confideration of their
making Arms their Trade, and confequently giv-

ing more than their Share of perfonal Force.
Now fay the People in this Province, as we
hope the Time will never come when the whole
perfonal Force of this Community may be requi-
fie to its Defence, we fhould moft heartily and
charitably excufe Confciences really fcrupulous of
bearing Arms, if the Law, which exempts them,
had provided for their paying an Equivalent
over and above their proper Quota of Money
for the Indulgence of fitting at Home to get
rich by their Induftry, while we are fpending our
Blood and our Time in the common Caufe.
But, far from this, the prefent Law leaves us in
a worfe Condition than that in which it found us.
It deprives us of our natural Rights, and unjuftly
exempts one Party from that which is the Bulfi-
nefs of every Party. For while we defended the
Country without a Law, we could at leaft tell
thofe who were benefited by us, that they owed
us fome Return of Kindnefs; but as the Law
now ftands we have not even an Opportunity of
making any Perfons think themfelves obliged to
us in this Refpeét ; and, if in the leaft we affect
any
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any of thofe, either in their Perfons or Effates,
who refufe to affift us in the Defence both of their
" Perfous and Effates, we are liable to an Aclion
of Damages for doing a public Service.

Thus a Law which ought to have provided
for the Defence of the Province has made it law-
ful for any ane, or for every one, at Pleafure,
to refule alting in its Defence ; and that Com-
pulfion, which in Cafes of Extremity would be
juft by the Laws of Nature, is now declared un-
jult by the Laws ot our Country 5 which Laws
muft therefore themfelves be highly unjuft.

4bly, The Law fublftitutes a new Legiflature,
who may, if they pleafe, enalt the fevereft mili-
tary Articles, and prevent our defending our
Country unlefs we fubject ourftlves to the rigid
Difcipline of Mercenaries, which, however ne-
ceflary in their Cale, we cannot think. fo necef-
fary in a voluntary Affociation of Freemen, who
would much rather ferve on the common Plan
of Militias.

5ibly, Moteover, tho’ we have neceffarily
truited the fupreme Authority of the Province
with a Power of making Laws to affe& Life and
Property 5 vet we conceive this ta be a Truft of
{o facred a Nature, that it never can be delegated
to any others than thofe to whom it was origi-
nally given. It would feem from this that if
cur Affembly could fecure their own Party, they
care not how fevere the Laws may be that are
extended to other Porties 3 unlefs this be meant
as.an Expedient to render all military Laws un-
popular for the future. Certainly if our Affem-
‘bly’s Conlctences do not allow them to meddle
in Matters {o nearly interefting our Liberties and
Rights, as the Afcertainment of the Terms on
which we are to meet and defend our Country,

* 1t
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it is high Time for them to refign the important
‘Trufts they hold.

Thefe are fome of the many Objeltiors againlt
this Law on the Part of the People. The Go-
vernor likewife has much Reafon to objeét againtt
it on the Part of the Crown, which is deprived
of that neceffary Security which it ought to have
over the Militia, by the Appointment of the
Officers.  And as this Province is circum{tanced,
fuch a Security is peculiarly requifite, and the
Want of it might be dangerous, were the Law
to be carried into Execution as it ftands. For
tho’ it provides very particularly for figning of
- Articles, &c. yet neither the Eletors nor Eleted
are required to take the common Qualifications
to the Government. B:fides the Foreigners in
the Province, among whom are many Roman
Catholics, will have it 1n their Power to ele&t
the chief Part of the Officers, who will in all
Probability be Foreigners alfo; and what Secu-
rity we may have in fuch a Militia, I fhall not
take upon me to determine, efpecially as the Of-
ficers, whether foreign or home-born, are o en-
tirely dependent on the Breath of the People.

Having thus given an Account of the military
Law, and the Means by which it was obtained,
I muft obferve to you that the Day * before it
was paffed, about four Hundred of the Inhabi-
tants, chiefly Dutch, of the beft Sort, from the
back Parts of Philadelphia County, not krowing
what was done, and being unable to fit {tiil any
longer, came down to the City in a peaceable
and orderly Manner. Some People being alarm-
ed at the Approach of fuch a Body towards the
City, the Governor fent the Sheriff out to en-

quire what their Intentions were.  They replied,
L that

* Nowember 24th,
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that they were friendly, and that they came un-
armed, as Children to their Fathers, imploring
Protettion, and a Sufpenfion of all unneceffary
Difputes to another Seafon.  Grief and deep Di-
ftrefs were painted in their Looks. They firft
waited upon the. Governor, who came out and
fpoke to them with the greateft Humanity and
Regard. He told them that it was not his Fault
they remained unprote¢ted—He had always been,
and now was, ready to agree to any reafonable
Law for their Defence which the Aflembly might
offer; and at the fame Time he acquainted them,
that he had two Days before, received a Letter
from the Proprietaries, ordering @ free Gift of
Jive thoufand Pounds to be applied towards their
Relief in the prefent Emergency ; which Letter
he fhewed to fome of the Heads of the People.
Their Countenances feemed to brighten at the
joyful Tidings, and they departed pouring forth
Bleffings and Acclamations!

‘They then went to the Affembly, and having
with Difficulty procured Admiffion, they laid
their Grievances before them. The Affembly
attempted to throw the Blame on the Governor,
and afked the People, if they would be pleafed
to have their Lilerties given up. The People
replied, that they neither would nor could enter
mnto the Merits of the prefent Difputes; that
they wanted Protection, and did not underftand
what Liberties they had to give up when their
Lives were every Hour in Danger. . The AL
fembly feeing what turn Things were like to
take, thought fit to promife them immediate Re-
lief ; and accordingly a Bill granting fixty thou-
fand Pounds to the King’s Ufe, including the
Proprictary Gift of five thoufand Pounds, was
“fent up to the Governor the next Day, which he

pafled
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pafled immediatcly, as he would have done four
Months before, had the Affembly then theught
fit to allow the Governor a Voice in the Difpofi-
tion of the Money, and to depart for a while at
leaft from their moft unjuft Propoful of taxing
their Proprietors by Perfons who in no Shape re-
prefent them ; both which they confented to at
laft, when they could carry their Oppofition no
farther,

Thus have I given you a full Account of this
extraordinary Debate, which was carried on for
four whole Months, as if it had been a Conteft
pro Aris & Focis. And yet, by a fair Calcula-
tion, it would not have eafed the Taxables in
this Province abeve Two-pence Sterling one with
another ; and thercfore it might ealily have been
given up on the Part of the Affembly, as no
preceding Affembly had ever attempted to lay
fuch a Tax befcre ; whereas, on the Part of the
Proprictors, I have fhewn that it could not be
given up, without giving up their Rights both
as Englifbinen, and as chief Governors of the
Province.

Now, that it was not the Value of the Pro-
prietary-tax, but the Power of taxing, which
the Affembly aimed at all this while, was early
difcovered, by their refufing the Value when of-
fered by the voluntary Subfcription of feveral In-
habitants of Pbhiladelphia, who being fincerely
affeéted to fee fuch an unfcafonable Difpute in-
troduced, humbly prayed the Aflembly to accept
of their faid Subfcription as the full Value of the
Proprietary-tax, that the diftrefled back Settlers
might obtain immediate Relief, ull fuch Time
as this new Difpute could be fettled in the pro-
per Manner. But this Propofal they rejected
with Scorn, as alfo another made by the Gover-

L2 nor
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nor (and mentioned above) for framing a fepa-
rate and cquitable Bill, to tax the Proprietors by
Affeffors to be partly chofen by the Governor,
and partly by the Affembly ; with a fufpending
Claufe, {ubmitting it to his Majefty’s Royal De-
termination, whether the Proprictary Eftate was
taxable or not.

But none of thefe Expedients fuited the Af-
f-mbly’s Plan. The Diftrefs of their Country
was their Opportunity, and they were determi-
ned, that if they muft facrifice their Principles,
by levying Money on the Quakers for Defence,
they fhould obtain a full Equivalent by the Ac-
complithment of thair iniquitous Scheme of af-
fuming to themfclves all the Rights of Go-
vernment, and thereby gratifying their unjuft
Refeotment againft a Family to which they
owe the highett Obligations, and whofe fingle
Offence againft them is perhaps the leaving their
religious Scciety, and preferring the general In-
tereft of the Province, to that of the Quaker
Hierarchy.

I hope you will not imagine that I have
been too circumf{ltantial in thefe Matters, or that
I make them of more Importance than they re-
ally are.  The Condutt of this rich and popu-
lous Province, has fo clofe a Connexion with
every Schene that is projected for the Good of
thefe Colontes, and the Quaker Politics have fo
pernicious 2n Influence upon the Conduét of the
Province, that I could nat, with any Juftice, be
lefs circumftantial in my Account of thefe Faéts
and Angcdotes concerning them, which I have
‘endeavoured, as far as Time would permit, to
lay together in a Manner that may prove leaft
tedious to the Reader.

It
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It is true, one Point is carried, and the Money

is obtained. But how was it obtained ? Were
they not evidently forced into a Compliance? and
had T any Grounds to think that they have re-
folved to change their Conduét for the future,
I thould, on this Occafion, have been filent as
the Grave. But, alas! if any Man can think
thus of them, he knows them not! While they
continue to keep the Power folely in their own
Hands, it will be as impofible to reconcile Light
and Darknefs, as to make them prefer the gene-
ral Interefts of the Province to that of their
own Party, till Things are brought to the very
laft Extremity. We fhould have the fame Dil-
putes acted over again, were it neceflary to pro-
pofe another Money-Bill to-morrow. And what
honeft Heart can be filent while fuch a difmal
Profpect lies before us ? Moft certainly we have
fuffered too much from their idle Difputes al-
ready, and I am pained at my very Heart to re-
fle¢t upon what we have fuffered!

Indeed, had there been no Inconveniences
arifing from their Conduét but the Lofs of Time,
they might be forgiven! Nay, had the Lofs of
our Property, and the laying wafte a great Part
of the Province, been the only Lofles fuftained,
thefe alfo, by future Induftry, might have been
repaired. But, alas! who fhall gather up the in-
nocent Blood that has been fpilt upon cur Bor-
ders, and in the very Heart of our Country,
during their obftinate Continuance of a moft in-
fignificant Debate ; and their more obftinate Re-
fufal to frame a proper Militia Law. .

For my part, 1 bear the Quakers no 1ll-will,
as they are Men: In that Capacity they have
never offended me, and I with them well. But,

as they are Rulers, Affembly-Men, Politicians,
and
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and unrighteous 'Monopolizers of Power, purfu-
ing feparate Intereflts from their Country, and
facrificing the Majority of their Fellow-Subje&ts
to thefe dirty Interefts :—I fay, in this Capacity, I
am at mortal Enmity with them, and look upon
them as Eonemies to their Country, as well as
acting direétly contrary to thofe Principles which
their Forefathers have profeffed to the World.
For, if they were really that meek and primitive
People they pretend to be, would they delight to
embroil themfelves in Government, at a Time
when they are avowedly unfit for it, and thereby
fill their Country with Difcord, Confufion, and
Milery 2 And all the while they are doing this,
they very civilly tell us, that it is for our Good
that it fhould be fo; and that all their Debates
are for the Prefervation of our LIBERTIES |—
Moft confummate Impudence! What Liberties
have we worth preferving, when the Legiflature
is a Junto ; when the greater Part of the Province
1s injuriouflly denied its due Proportion of Re-
prefentatives 5 when one Perfuafion claims an ex-
clufive Right of Gevernment ; and when we are
left at the Mercy of our Enemies, deprived of
the great firft Privilege of Nature, the Privilege
of defending our Laves, and protefiing our Fa-
milics, unlefs we will at the fame Time defend
the Lives, and protect the Families of our haugb-
ty Majters, without the leaft Recompence or Re-
ward, unlefs they gracioufly think fit to beftow,
1t on us.

While thefe Things are fo, I will reprefent, 1
will remonftrate, nay, I will folemnly proteft
againtt fuch e¢fablifbed Iniquity, and will never
be filent ull I fee Fuftice sriumpbant, the People
protefted, and the Avenues of public Truft and
Preferment opened to Men of public Merit and

" Inte-
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Integrity, of whatfoever Denomination or Party.
And as long as 1 am confcious of purfuing this
Plan, the Terms of Reproach thrown out again{t
me by a Faltion, I fhall confider as Epithets of
Honour. And thus I think I may juftly conclude
at large with the Lines from which I took my
‘Motto, as they were never more applicable than
in the prefent Cafe ; for our Semators are great
Admirers of the Venetian Conftitution.

< Faffier ! 1’d be a moft notorious Vitlain,

¢« To {ee the Sufferings of my Fellow-Creatures,

¢ And own myfelf a Man. To fee our Senators

¢ Cheat the deluded People with a Shew

« Of LieerTy, which yet they never tafte of.

¢ They fay by them our Hands are free from
< Fetters,

“ Yet whom they pleafe they bring to Shame
«¢ and Sorrow,

¢ Drive us like Wrecks down the rough Tide of
¢« Power,

¢« While there’s no Hold to fave us from De-
¢ ftruction.—

¢« All that bear this are Villains, and I one

<« Did I notrife, at the great Call of Nature,

¢« To check the Growth of thefc DomesTic
¢ SPOILERS, ]

¢« Who make us Slaves, and tell us—s75 oar
« CHARTER.”

I am, &e.
Philadeishia, ,
December 8, 1755,
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POSTSCRIPT.
- ‘Send you the following PosTscripT to my
.} long Letter. The Scarping continues!
Yefterday the Duzch brought down for upwards
of 60 Miles, in a2 Waggon, the Bodies of fome
of their Countrymen,whq had been jult fcalped
by the Indians, and threw them at the Stadt-
Houfe Door, curfing the Quakers Principles, and
bidding. the Committea:of ~Aflembly behold the
Fruits of their Obftinacy, and confcfs that théir
.pretended Sanétity would not fave the Provinte
without the Ufe of Means ;..at the fame Tinte
threatening, that if they fhould «come down ¢h
'a like Errand again, and find: nothing ‘done fér
their Protection, the Confequences: thotld be
fatal.— A Duatch Mob. .is 2 “tersible Thingy but
Methods are taking to pacify.them, 2 prevent it.

"December 15th, v
F'I'N T

e YY)

. o S
- Liondor, Feb. 2, 1756:

In a few Days will be publifhed, " Price One Shilling,

The THIRD EDITION of

ABricf State of the Province of PENNSYLVANIA,
in'which the Condu& of their AsseMBLIEs for
feveral Years paff is impartially examined, and the true
Caufe of the continual Encroachments of the French
difplayed, more efpecially the fecret’ Deefign of their Jate
unwarrantable Invafion and Settlement upon the River
~Oho. 'Fo which is annexed, ‘an eafy PLaN for refto-
ring Quict in the public Meafures of that Province,, and
defeating the ambitious Views of the French in time to
come, InaLETTER from a Gentleman who has refi-
ded many Years in Pennfylvania to his Friend'in London,

-9






	978-1-55478-109-6_0001
	978-1-55478-109-6_0002
	978-1-55478-109-6_0003
	978-1-55478-109-6_0004
	978-1-55478-109-6_0005
	978-1-55478-109-6_0006
	978-1-55478-109-6_0007
	978-1-55478-109-6_0008
	978-1-55478-109-6_0009
	978-1-55478-109-6_0010
	978-1-55478-109-6_0011
	978-1-55478-109-6_0012
	978-1-55478-109-6_0013
	978-1-55478-109-6_0014
	978-1-55478-109-6_0015
	978-1-55478-109-6_0016
	978-1-55478-109-6_0017
	978-1-55478-109-6_0018
	978-1-55478-109-6_0019
	978-1-55478-109-6_0020
	978-1-55478-109-6_0021
	978-1-55478-109-6_0022
	978-1-55478-109-6_0023
	978-1-55478-109-6_0024
	978-1-55478-109-6_0025
	978-1-55478-109-6_0026
	978-1-55478-109-6_0027
	978-1-55478-109-6_0028
	978-1-55478-109-6_0029
	978-1-55478-109-6_0030
	978-1-55478-109-6_0031
	978-1-55478-109-6_0032
	978-1-55478-109-6_0033
	978-1-55478-109-6_0034
	978-1-55478-109-6_0035
	978-1-55478-109-6_0036
	978-1-55478-109-6_0037
	978-1-55478-109-6_0038
	978-1-55478-109-6_0039
	978-1-55478-109-6_0040
	978-1-55478-109-6_0041
	978-1-55478-109-6_0042
	978-1-55478-109-6_0043
	978-1-55478-109-6_0044
	978-1-55478-109-6_0045
	978-1-55478-109-6_0046
	978-1-55478-109-6_0047
	978-1-55478-109-6_0048
	978-1-55478-109-6_0049
	978-1-55478-109-6_0050
	978-1-55478-109-6_0051
	978-1-55478-109-6_0052
	978-1-55478-109-6_0053
	978-1-55478-109-6_0054
	978-1-55478-109-6_0055
	978-1-55478-109-6_0056
	978-1-55478-109-6_0057
	978-1-55478-109-6_0058
	978-1-55478-109-6_0059
	978-1-55478-109-6_0060
	978-1-55478-109-6_0061
	978-1-55478-109-6_0062
	978-1-55478-109-6_0063
	978-1-55478-109-6_0064
	978-1-55478-109-6_0065
	978-1-55478-109-6_0066
	978-1-55478-109-6_0067
	978-1-55478-109-6_0068
	978-1-55478-109-6_0069
	978-1-55478-109-6_0070
	978-1-55478-109-6_0071
	978-1-55478-109-6_0072
	978-1-55478-109-6_0073
	978-1-55478-109-6_0074
	978-1-55478-109-6_0075
	978-1-55478-109-6_0076
	978-1-55478-109-6_0077
	978-1-55478-109-6_0078
	978-1-55478-109-6_0079
	978-1-55478-109-6_0080
	978-1-55478-109-6_0081
	978-1-55478-109-6_0082
	978-1-55478-109-6_0083
	978-1-55478-109-6_0084
	978-1-55478-109-6_0085
	978-1-55478-109-6_0086
	978-1-55478-109-6_0087
	978-1-55478-109-6_0088
	978-1-55478-109-6_0089
	978-1-55478-109-6_0090

