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THE 

Prefent State of North America. 

C HAP. I. 

The Difc~veries, Rights, and Po.J!ejJiom of 
Great-Britain. 

~~~i~E CABOTS, with o.therSubjc8s o.f 

I
' l' e"'\Pi- the Cro.wn o.f England, did in 1496 Nortb-Ame

. ' _ and 1497 difcover and take poffef- rica jitjl dif
~ ~,,~ fion of, according to the Forms covered by the 
ufed in thofe Times, all the Eajfern Coafl: of EngliLh. 
Nortb-America from Cape Florida to the North 
Pd.1Y Circle, for, and in the Name of, the Crown of Eng
lanr!. They had a Grant from the Crown of the Prop~rty 9f 
~!l Lands they fhollld difcover and fettle rYeJlwa..rd of Europe; 
~ut they made no Settlements in confequence of thafGrant. 
This Difcovery. o.f the Continent of North-America was prior 
to that of any other Europcons; for CbLVMBUS did not dif
cover the lJIandi in tl1e Gulf of Mexico ~iIl J 498, and it was 
I 504 beftjr~ the Frenel] difcoveredany Part of N01"th-America. 

In thofe Days Priority of Difcovery. even 
without a continued Occupancy or Poffeffion, Friar Difco
was deemed a good Claim. It is true, we did very a good 
not immediately make any Settlements there, Claim. 
nor did we fo much as navigate the Coafl: for ' 
near a Century following, Hmry the VIIlth being to.o. much 
engaged in thc Difficulties which attended the Progrets of the 
Reformation, to DC :-.t leifure for foreign Undertakings; 
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EJwtJyt!t'ne VIth being a Minor; Qyecn Mary being bent 
upon the Re-eHablilhment of Popery; and ~leen Eli'ZOheth 
beincr confiantly employed in guarding againH the Variety 
of Dangers to which the internal State of her own King
doms, the Power of the Crown of Spain, ·and the general 
State of Europe. expofed her. But n0twithfianding this In
attention to North-America, and the little Regard England 
at firH {hewed to the Difcovery of 'the CABOTS, I have 
:£hewed it to have been tRe earlieft Dlfcovery made; nor can 
it be annulled by any fLlbfequent Difcovery pretemlecl by 
any other Country, nor by a negleCl: of the Improvement of 
jt on our own part. However, as feveral European Treaties 
have fince been made, eHablHhiJ:lg by Stipulation that Right 
acquired at firfi by this Difcovery to 'great Part of North
America, I {ball not dwell upon the EffeCt: of the Difcovery, 
as confirming a Right, but proceed to Hate the feveral Eu
ropealJ Treaties, fince made, relative to this Country; the 
Conveyances made ~o Great-B1-itain of Part of it by the 
Natives of· the Country; the confequential Grants of the 
Crown, and the Settlements made by hi·s Majdlfs Subjeas. 

The Bounds of 
HLldfon's-Bay 
Company's'rer
ritoril!f afcer
tained hy Trea
ty with France. 

In confequence of the Treaty of Utrecht, 
Coinmiffaries from the Crowns of Great
Britain and France determined the Bounda
ries of the HUDSON'S-BAY Company's Ter
ritories,: to : be all that Country from the 
Nortb. Pole to a certain .Promontory upon 
the Atlantic Ocean in N. Lat. 56 Degrees 
30 M. to run S. W.·to Lake. MijloJin, and 

from thence continuea Hill S. W. to' N. Lat. 49 D. and 
from thence continued Hill S. \V. indefinitely j which S. W. 
Line takes in I Part ·of Lake Superjor~ which is as large as 
the Cafpian Sea. Though the Sieur D' Anville has in his' 
Map of America, publilhed in 1750, ·under the DireCtion 
and Authority of the Gm'ernment of F,.ance, marked the 
South Boundary of the above Company's Territorie!; due 
[Fe..(l from the above Promontory; which is fo far in
Junous. 

The 
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The Limits of NEW-BRITAIN, or Lahra· 

dore, a're not on the South and Wefi: Sides af
certained by any Treaty between Great-Britain 
and France j it being with the Remainder of 
North-America, the Boundaries whereof were 
not fettled by the Treaty of Utrecht, referred 
to CommijJarier of the two Crowns, who were 
to fettle all American Difputes, concerning 
Boundaries * and the Dominion of the Indians, 
in twelve Months after the Ratifications of 
that Treaty were exchanged. CommiJIaries did 

rhe Lim;/I 
of New Bri
tain er La
brad ore not 
flttled by 
'n-eaty, anti 
his lviaj'!ftl r 
Rig bt to that 
Country. 

"--------_. ----' -----------
" Nothing can be more impolitic, when we are engaged in a 

Confederacy againft France, than to leave any Point to be deter
mined after the Conclufion of a Peace: for if we cannot get it 
conceded wh:le the Confederacy fiands :lIld, our Force is ur-ited, 
bow can we ohtai'n it when we ~re left alone upon the Dilfoluti
on of the Confederacy?, The Frmch have fo ofcen experienced 
ihe Eenefit of ,this Imprudecce on our fide, that in all their
Treaties they ufe'every Ar~ifice in their Power to obtain this Ad. 
vantage, and they feldom 'mflS it. But when we recollea the 
weak and traiterous' Minijlr, of this Country, who negoeiated the 
infamolls Peace'of UlrlCht~ -we cannot wonder that the Jnterells' of 
./Imerica, &c.'lhould be referred to 'Coml11iJ1aries after a 'conclouon 
of a Peace; This Weaknefs and Treachery in our Managers of 
the Treaty of Utrecht, wben it ~<»tll in our Po'we,. 111 command our 
o'W~ '[{rml, has given Being and Support to moft of the E'vils 
that have finee happened in America between. us and [he Frtlfcb. 
And one would have hoped the ill Succefs of this, Part of the 
Treaty of Utrecht would have deierred pi from the like impoli
tic Condua at the Treaty of Aix La Cbapelle. But no, the Ne"cif
jity 0/ our Situation thm obliged tll 10 /11/;111;1 to the /amf 1I1iJfale 
once more, and we now fee and fed the Coofequences of it. _ For 
the Frenrh refufe to fettle any .one Point in Dilpute with us,' unlefs 
upon fuch Terms as are abhorrent to our Honoul' and Ihterell: l 
they are conHantly commit-ting Depreda~(On8 on our -Fellow
Subjetls, and making Encroachments, on us in A,me";(Q, and will 
not ret:ede from anyone of their Encroachments, though his 
Afojlly,'s Claim to moft of the Territories they have,invaded is 
jndl/rutably jul!:; and they have at laft pulhed Affairs to fuch an 
Extremity, that a European Wat with them [eems to be 'inevitable. 

accordingly 
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according1y me~t at SoijJons and Cambray, but never fettiecl 
o)ie Point relative to the Limits of Nortb-America, and the 
Dominions of the Indians therein, except the Boundary of the 
HudJim's-BaJ Company I have juil: mentioned. Bwt if 
prior Difcovery and frequent Vifitation of a Country gives 
Title to it, we have an indubitable one to all that Country 
called New· Eritain or La/;rodore, extending Southward fi'om 
the before mentioned fromontory in N. Lat. 56. D. 30 1\1;. 
to the North Side of the Entrance into tl\e Streights of Bel/e
lJle, and from thenc~ due ,1f7tfl till i~ meet the Southern 
Boundary of Hutlforls-Bay Company's Territories. Tho' 
the French haye been careful" to colour the whole o( this 
Country upon the if Maps fOf themfelves. Three Years ago 
a Number of weal~hy Merchants of the City of Ltmdon peti
tioned for an exdulive Grant of this COqNtry, for a Number 
of Years, on Tet-ins' that would have been very beneficial to 
the Public, as Vi'ell as themrdve~, Their Petition was re
ferred to the Right Honour-aUe Lords for Trade and' Planfati
om, who reported in favour of the ProjeCt, and proved his 
l'.4ajjly's Title to the· Country; but for political Reafons it 
was afterwards dropped. And fince that there ha'fe been 
feveral bolder Attempts than ever C?f private Tr;adeis, Subjects 
ef his M(ljejly, to ellablilh Com:llerce with the Efl-imeau.y 
Indians,who relide on and near the Sea CoaH of this Country, 
which has from Qnc End to the other been' often explored by 
his Majtjly's Subjects; bllt ther¢ never was any Efrabliili..: 
ment made in it by any EUI"fJpeim Nation; for the Natives 
have an i,nvincible Antipathy to all F oreis;ners, and deil:roy all 
·thofe that happen to be wrecked on their eoan, or attempt 
to trade w~th them, when eyer it is in their Power. 

Newfound
land reded 
to tbe Crown 
if Great
Britain l,y 
the Treaty 
if Utrecht. 

By the Treaty of Utrecht,which in this refpeCl 
is confirmed by that of Aix LaChapelle, NEW
fOUNDLAND was ceded .to Greal-Britain, 
refqvin~ to the French, througl1 the good Of
ficers of our iniquitous Adminifiration in 1712'2 
Libert~ to v~{jt and to ereCl:Buts ami Stages 
for drymg F 101 from Cape B011avijfa to the 
Northermofl PGint of the Ijland, and from 

thence 
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thet1Ce down the IYe)iern Side to the Point Ricbe, con4 

trary to the Treaty of Peace a!1d Neutrality for Amtrica 
concluded in November 1656, between England and France, 
wherein it is fiipulOl.tcd, that the Subjects of each Crown 
are not to trade, fi{h, or harb~ur ( except in Cal~s of Difirefs 
(0 repair, wood and water ) in one another's Dif1:riCts. 
And there is inferted alfo a Claufe, in the 15th Article (,f 
the Tleaty of Utrecht with Spain, wherehy a Pretence is 
given to the Spaniard. to claim a Right to fiib at Neufound
'{lnd, in direCt ContradiClion to the 7th and 8th Articles of 
the Treaties made with that Crown in 1667 and 1670, 
whereby it is agreed .that Grcat-Britain {hall enjoy forever, 
with plenary Right of .Sovereignty. all thofe Lands and Places 
whatfoever, being or iituate in the /Vejl-Illdics, or in any 
Part of America, which the SubjeCts of Great-Britain do at 
prefcnt hold or po!fefs. And that the SubjeCls and Inhabi
bitants, Merehants of the Kingdomi and Dominions of each 
Confederate refpeCl:ively, {hall forbear to fail, and trade in the 
Ports and Havens which have Fortifications, Magazines, or 
Ware-houfes, and in all other Places whatfoever, po!fc!fed by 
the other Party in the IPeji-Indics, or in any Part of Ame
rica. The Board of Trade beiug confulted on the Spa
lIiarr/s claiming a Right tG fi{h at Newfoundland, returned the 
following Anfwer to Lord Dartmouth, Seer-etary of Sta.c, 
dated Tune' 1 3, 1712. " We have coniideredthe ExtraCl: of 
" a Memorial from the Mar'luis de Mantelon, 'relatilig to a 
" Claim of the Inhabitants E>f Guypufcoa to fiih on the Coail: 
" of Newfoundland; and thereupon take leave to inform 
" your Lordlhip, that we have difcourfed with fuch Perfons 
" as are able to give Information in that matter; and we 
" find that fome Spaniards are come hither with Paffcs from 
" her Maj¢y,' and others may have fifhed there privately; 
" but neve!:" any, that we can learn, did do it as of Right be
'c longing to them. By the ACt to encourage the Trilde to 
" Newfoundland, paired in the Tenth and Eleventh of his 
" late Majdly, when we were in Amity and Alliance with 
~, Spain~ it is declared. and enaCl:ed, " That no Alien or 
c, SErang~r whatfoever, not rcflding within th: Kingdom of 

" En:J!:;ni, 
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" En"land, Dominion of IPales, or Town of Berwick upon 
c, r ~ced; {hall at any time hereafter t;tke Bait, or ufe any 
" fort of Trade, or Fifuing whatever, in Nev.foU1:dland, or 
" in :,my of the lJIands adjacent." Purfuant to which A8: 
" InfiruClions have been every Year given fa the Commo
" dores ef the Convoys, to prevent Foreigners coming 
"thither." The Secret Committee of the Haufe of Com
m?ns, in 1'7 r 5, confefs in their Report, that they were at a 
Ids to acc~tint for the Reafons tha~ prevailed with the Mi
nill:ry to admit the Infertion of the above Article into the 
Treaty of Utrecht, for the Management of it was intrufied 
with an Irijh Papifi who was fent to Spain for this Pwrpofe, 
and to negociate what was expeCted from that Crown relat
ing to the. Pretender, and no Papers concerning it: were to be: 
found in the public Offices. Upon the Foundation of the 
above Article in favour of Spain, we find Don UZT ARIZ, 

formerly Privy Counfellor to the King, and Secretary iH the 
Council and Chamber of the Indies in Spain, in his mofi ex
cellent 'Theory aild Pratfiice of Commerce, &c. advifing the 
King his Mafrer to avail. himfelf of that Right whenever he 
has Power fufficient to make good his Pl'etenlions. 

Acidie, or 
Nova-Scotia, 
mud toGreat
Britain by the 
'freaty if 
Utrecht. 

ACA:lnE, extending from the River of St. 
Lawrence tea the River Pantagoit or Penobfcot, 
was not only fuft difcovered, but firil: fettled 
by the Englijh; for in 1602 we had, both 
by th.e Accounts of Englifo and French. Hif
torians,·a Settlement in that Country, which 
is two Years before ever a French Family 
fettled in any Part of it, as appears from the 

fame Authoritv. In 1620 all that Part of ilcadie as far as 
the 48 D. of N. Latitude, was granted by the Crown to the 
Cmmcil of Plymouih or New-England, which Company I 
fhall have further occafion to fpeak of. In 1621 the Council 
of New-England refigned to the Crown . all Parts Qf their 
Grant to the Northward of the River St. Croix, when it was 
then granted with the reil: of .ilcadie to Sir lr;lliam A1fxander, 
Secretary of State for Scotland, and called Nova-Scotia; In 
1623 King Charles the HlJ marrying a DaughteI of the 

Frt1lch 
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French King, gave all A.-adie or Nova-Scotia to France. 
in 1627 it was taken from the French by Sir David Kirk· 
In 1632 it was again ceded tc? France by the Treaty of St. 
G,'rmain. In 1654 Cromwell fent and reduced it. In 1662 
it was again delivered up to the French King by Charles II. 
and confirmed to France at the Treaty of Breda in r667, 
notwithftanding a Remonfhance againft it from the Parlia
ment of Eng/and ~nd the Pe\Jple of Nlw-England • . In 1690 
it was taken by 700 New-England Men, at the Expence! 
of that Country, which was never reimburfed them. In 
1697 it was agai~ ceded to Frame. In 1710 it was reduced 
again by Forces from Great-Britain and New-England, and 
confirmed by. thli: Treaties of Utrecht and Aix La Chapelle to 
the Crown of Great-l!ritain; oj; With its (Jnt;enl Bounda· 
" ries, as al[o the City of Port-Royal, as fully as ever France 

pofrdred them by Tre~ty or other Means." 
From this Summ:uy of Fack there cannot be any Doubt: 

of Great-Britain's Right to the whole of the Country called 
Acadie or NfJvll-Scotia. And as the Sgvereignty and PaJfeJliOrl 
of it has been fo often changed by Treaty and other Mean~~ 
one would have imagined it impoffible any Doubt could havi: 
arrilfe about the Extent of it. ~ut it is certain that France 
has ever fince the Treaty of Aix La Cbappelle infiiled on its 
antient Boundaries to nave never extended beyond the South
EoJlern Peninfula, and have accordingly taken poffeffion of 
all the Country w~ claim as Acadie or Nava-Scotia~ except 
the above Peninfula, which is not one third of the Country 
both Crowns always pofrefred for Acadie or No·va-Scotia be· 
fore and fince its precifc Bounds were aCcertaincd in confe
quence of the Treaty qf Breda, as appears by both Englijb 
and French Hifiorians, &c. though no Bounds were expreffed 
in the Treaties of St. Germain .and Breda. However, a Dif
pute ariiing in the Execution of the Treaty of Breda, a Dif .. 
cuffion of its Limits enfued, and it was then ftipulated by the: 
two Crowns, that St. Lawrence River jhlJu/d be its Northern 
BQUJ'/dary, the Gulf of St. Lawrence ilnd Streight ifCanfo itl 
EqJlmz, C{lpe Sable-fuore its South-EoJlern, and the Rivet' 
P,mtag<1it itj If?" ejlernl Which Limits France alwap poffefred 

B a9 
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as Acadif, and it ever retained down to the Treaties offltrtcht 
and Aix La Chappelle, when it was confirmed to the Crown 
of Great-Britain with its antient Boundaries, as fully as ever 
}<'rance poJlijJed it by Treaty or other Means. 

Now to procee~ regularly and clearly with refpetl to his 
1I4ajcfly's further Rights in North-America, I mU1t 1tate the 
Procefs of Grants, &c. 

His Ma
jefl:y's further 
Right to all 
the Country, 
ji-omthe At
Jantic to tbe 
Pacific Oce
an lying be
tween 34 D. 
and45D.N. 
Lat. 

CABOT'S Grants being dropped, Sir ,Yal
ter Raleigh did obtain of QIeen Elizabeth in 
1584 a Patent for exploring and planting 
Lands in North-America, not aaually pof
felTed by any Chrijiian Prince ': and when he 
returned to England the next Year, the whole 
Country from Cape Florida to St. Lawrence 
River, which before went under the general 
Name of Florida, was called f7irginia, in Hon
ollr of the f7irgi1l !J(.ueen, there being yet no 
difiintl Settlements which gave particular 
Names to the feveral Places along the Coafi. 
Upon Sir IYalter's Attainder, his Patent be

ing forfeited, feveral Adventurers petitioned King James I. 
for Grants, and a Grant was made in 1606 to two'Compa
nies (one of LO/ldon, the other of Brijiol) in one Charter, of 
all the Country lying from thirty-four to forty-five Degrees of 
Northern Latitude on the Atlantic Ocean, and the lflands 
within a hundred Miles, of the Sea Coafi, and from the faid 
eoafi inland indefinitely, if n€lt actually polTelTed by any 
Chrijiian Prince or People. Neither the French nor any 
other ChriJiian People, but us, had' at that Time any Set
tlements South of St. Lawrence'River, but in ,deadie, where 
the Frmch begun to fettle two Years before the Date of this 
Charter, 'as appears by De Laet of Antwerp, by Pere Char
levoix, and feveral other of their, and by feveral of our own, 
Hifiorians. ,Nor had the French, as appears from the fame 
Authority, made any Difcoveries or Settlements at this Time 
higher up the River St. Lawrence than lI:lolltreal. N or had. 
any Eur'pean Power, 'but :the E-nglijh, any Settlements in.. 
any Part of this Grant at that -Time. The Grant extends 

Uj?OD 
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upon the At1an~c Ocean from the Cape now called Capt 
Fear to the Mouth of Pantagoit River, which is the Wefierll 
Boundary of the Country we claim as Acadie or No'tJ(/-Scotia. 
Indeed P. Charlevoix fays, M. Monts entered KennelJtck; or 
Sagadahoc River, 'which is within this Grant, in 1604; but 
he alfo fays, he ~nd all the Adventurers widthim immediately 
~emoved to Port-Royal in Acadie, al)d in 1606 taey all returned 
to France. 

Both. the Lmdon and Brijiol Companies began, imme
diately after their Grant, to make Adventures in Trade and 
Settlements. . The London CompaflY purfuing them to the 
Southward of the Bay called Chefojeak, alld the BriJl.ol Com~ 
pany to the Eafiward, beginning at Sagadahoc River. 

1n 1620 a Difpute arofe between thofe Com-
panies about the former's Right tGl fiili at Cape- RisMa
Cod, upon which a new Patent was granted j'!fty' s further 
to the latter,. and feveral other Noblemen and Right .threl 
Gentlemen, for all the Country lying from 40 Degrees mort 
D .. to 48 D. North Latitude, which is three to the North
Degrees further to the Northward than the ward. 
former Grant, and takes in the greatefi Part 
of Aeadie or Nova-Scotia. The Grant extends due Well: 
from the' Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean, if not then aCtually 
poffeffed by any Chrijiian Prince or People. And this new 
Company was called the Council of Plymoutb or New-England; 
which lat~er Name was given to this Country upon Capt. 
Smith's prefenting a Plan of it to the Court of England on 
his Return in I~I4' and it retains the Name to this Day 
from twenty Miles Eafl: of the City of New-York as far as 
the River St. Croix, and is now divided into, the fcur Provin
ces of Majfachu{et's-Bay, New-Hampfhire, Rhgde-lJland and 
Cotpzetlicut. Capt. Smith furveyed the Coafi well, and gave 
Names to many of the Head Lands; Bay~ and Rivers, which 
are momy continued to this Time. 

The North Line of this Grant croffes the North Side of' 
St .. Lowrence River a little .above 8agumey, ana running due 
Weft ftrikes fhe North Side of Lake Superiour, to which the 
SQuth Boundary of the Hudfon's-Bay Company's Territories 

do 
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do extend. But as the French were before tlJis fettled a~ 
~uebeck, 'r1"ais Rivier~~ and feveral other Places on the North 
Side of St. Lawrence below klantreal, which are within this 
Grant, all that Part of the GnlOt to the Northward of the 
River St. Lawrence as high as Montreal is invalid. But as 
they had not made any Settlements prior to this Grant higher 
than Montreal, they have no Right to any part of the Coun
try to the Southward of the River St. Lowren{e below Mon
treal, nor to the Southward" of the North Bounds of this Line 
above Montreal. 

This New-Eng!andCompany made many Grants of Land? 
one of which, in particular, in 1629, gives to Sir FerdinandlJ 
Garge and Captain Major, all that TraCt of Land lying from 
the Heads of Merrimack River, and Sagadahoc or Kenebeck 
RiVer to the Lake" /roqu1iS, now called by the French Cham! 
#!,in, O!1fld the ~iver which empties itfelf from the faid Lake 
ir!to St~ La'lo/m,e River oppofite to St. PeteYs Bay, to be 
called Laconia. part of this Grant was afterwards fold to 
the Age~t of the Ma/{achufit'$-Bay Province, arid confirmed 
by the Crown in 1639. 

The Londm and Nrw-El1g!(.md CompalOlies, being difap
pointed in their flopes of vail: W e~lth from their ProjeCts, 
fur!.endered tHeir P~i:ents to the Crown in 1635"' And in the 
Beginning of Charles I. "new Grants were proc'ured : but by 
r~a(on of the enfuing Civil Confufions and Divlfions in 
England the Conditions of thefe new Grants were neit com
plied with, and People fet down at pl~afure '}iId at random. 
Upon the Refioratien of Charks Il. thofe ~ettlers" petitioned 
for peculiar Grants, and had th~m; l:lut it is not" pertinent 
to my prefent ~ubjeCt to trace Royal "and other Grants for 
IJands to the Northward of 34 D. of Latitude "any further. 
But it is necelfary to mention three other Species of his 
Majlly's Right to a very large fa~t of the fame Country, 
which he derives from European "and Indian Treaties. 

His Majejly's 
further Right 
&c. 

While the London and BriJlol "Companie~ 
were engaged in trading and fettling at the 
two Extremes of their Grant, the Swtdes, 
Fins, and Dut,h in T4609 crept into that part 

of 
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()f it lying from the Lat. of about 38 D. to the Lat. 41 D. 
N. comprehending the prefent Provinces of New-York, 
New-Jerjies, and fome part of Pennfylvania. In 1618 the 
Governor of f7irginia had feveral Bickerings with the 
Dutch; &c. fettled in, and trading to, this Country, as inter
fering with his Maller's Grant. However this farved no 
other purpofe than t~ frighten the Swedes ana Fins under 
the Protection of the Dutch, wha foon after had a Governor 
appointed by the States of Holland, and the Country was 
called New-Netherlands. The Court of England complain
ed, but the States difowned it, and faid it Was only a private 
Pndertaking of an Amjlerdam lVejl-india Merchant. Upon 
which King James I. commiffioned a Governor, and called 
the ~ountry New-Albian, to which the Dutch (ubmittcd. 
nut during the Civil Troubles in Englandin Chades L Reign. 
and in the Adminifiration of the Republican Party, the DlItm 
a~ain efi~bH{hed a Government there, till it was' reduced by 
Englandm 1664. In 1667 at the Peace concluded at Breda, 
between England and the United Provinces, it was fiipulated 
by the third Article of the Treaty that the Englijh were to re. 
main in Po1I'effion of that whole Country, in Exchange for 
the Country of Surinam, which the Dutch had taken from the 
Englijh. In 1672 the D.tch reduced NeW-Albion, but the 
Year following, atthe Treaty of lYejlminJfer, it was refiored 
to England, with whom jt has continued ever !ince. Neither 
the Treaty of Breda, nor that of lVejlminJfer, fpecifies the 
:Bounds of New-Netherlands, or New-Albion, but in general 
Terms cedes to England all the Rights and Poffeffions of the 
Dutcb in North-America. 

The lirfi Year the Dutch begun to fetl1e~in thi~ Country, 
they entered into an Alliance with, and by Treaty did ac
quire the Prote~ion and Sovereignty of, the Five Nations of 
indians then living on the South Side of St. Lawrence River, 
()ppofite to Montreal; who are known to the Englijh under 
tlie Names of MohJwks, Oneydoes, Onondagas, Cayugas, and 
Senekas j and to the French by the general Name of Iroquois. 
This Alliance and Subjection continued without a Breach 
on either Side till 1664, when the Englifo upon the taking 

.f 



( 12 ) 

of New-Netherlands, which from this time was called New
York, immediately enterediuto a ftria Friendlhip with tho~e 
Five Nations, which has held without the left Breach to ,his 
Day. '* The Five Nations by this Treaty acknowledged to 
the Governor of New-York atA/vany, "That they had given 
~, their Lands and fubmitted themfelves to the King of .Eng
"land." And in' a few Y ears after they defired and had the 
Duke ojYork's Arms put up at each of their eames, as Tok
ens of their being SubjeCls and under his ProteClicim. The 
aJ:>ove Treaty was made three Years preceding the !irf!: the 
French I::ver ,made with them" fOJ; they welC conftantly at 
War wit\ll:~e Frot! Nati~ns, as appears by their own, as wel~ 
<\Sour, Hiftorians, from ~603' when they firfr fettled at 
Canada, to 1667~ whe~ they ente, ed into a Treaty of Friend
lhip only, whiCh continued till 168'3, w.hen the Fren~h mofr 
perfidioul1y broke it. The above Right of Sovereignty and 
Prop~rty, conveyed to 1:IS, the Five :lIlatiom recognized by a: 
Treaty in 1684, and by another <It Albany in 1687: And 
at this lafr'Treaty, when Col. DUngan, 'Governor of New
York, could not fupport them openly, having pofitive Orders 
from King Jalh~s II. to procure Peace fOJ; ~he French, they 
e.xprd[cd themfelves to the Governor arid Commiffioners of 
N.·w-r ark in thefe Words, "Bn:thren, you tell us the King 

--------------------
• Notwithllanding the Duke of rork, Propril;tor of this Coun

try from the Time it was lak~n in .'664 to ~is Acceffion to the 
Throne, ordered the Governors of Ne,w rork to give the French 
Priells all the E[Jcouragement in their Power to fettle among the 
Five Nations. But Col. Dungan, who was his Governor when he 
mounted the Throne,· though a' Roman Catholic, was fo much of 
an Englifomm that he ever perfuaded the India11s not to receive 
them, prevailed on them not to make Peace with the French in 
1687, and £lfeClually prevented them from becoming the SubjeCls 
of the French King. Bpt his Meafures were Dot agreeable to 
thofe his Mafier had taken with the French Court, at whofe Re. 
quell he was fOOD aft-er removed from his Government, becaufe 
he h~d not procured a Peace with the Indians for the French, and 
a~mmed them to fettle .and gefpclize among them, as the King 
hl' Maller had ordered him. 

'" of 
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" of Engltrod is a very great King, and why lhould not you 
" join with us in a very jufr Caufe, when the French join 
" with our Enemies in an unjufl: Caufe ? 0 Brethren, we 
" fee the Reafon of this"; for the French would fain kill us 
" all, and when that is ~one they woul~ carryall the Reave; 
" Trade to Canada, and the King of England would lofe 
" the Land likewife ; and therefore, 0 great Sachem,' be
" yond the great Lake, awake and fuffer not thofe poor In
" dial'1S that have given t/mnfelues and tbeir Lands under your 
" Protelli6n, to be deftroyed by the Frencb without a Caufe." 
All which Grants they further confirmed by feveral fubfequent 
Treaties, and a Deed of Sale of atl their hereditary and con
quered Country, for a valuabJe Confideration, in 1701. 
Which was alfo rc::newed 1726 ; and again, very particularly 
fo, at a Treaty hel~ at Lanca}ler in the Province of Peml
jj-ivania in 1744. But as Treatills with the }'latives of 
America by' European Powers may not be thought fufficient, 
or be admi~ed, in fupport of a Claim to Property and Jurif
diCtion, in a European national Difcuffion, unlers confirmed 
by a European Tre .. ty between contending Nations for 
Ameriwn Rights, I have not quoted any, or fhall I, (though 
thele are many fubfifl:ing in almofl: every part of his 1I4a
jejly's North-American Dominions, as much to the Purpofe 
of Property and J urifdiction as th?[e of the Fiv~ Nations) 
but thofe that relate to the Iroquois, becaufe they are fully 
and amply confirmed by France to Great- Britain in the 
Treaties of Utrecht and Aix La Chapelle. They are there 
acknowledg-::d to be SubjeCts of, ttnd the Dominion over them 
is ceded to, the Crown of Great-Britain; and it is fl:ipulated 
that neither they; nor any other Indians, who were Friends 
to the EngliJh Ihou~d be molefied' by the Frenc~, but that the 
Subjects of both Crowns iliould enjoy free Liberty of going 
and comilOg to the Colonies of either, for the Promo,tion of 
Trade as a common Benefit. Bl:lt as the Treaties of Utrecht 
and Aix La ChRpelle refer the Dominion of each Crown over 
all the Indians in NJrth-America, except the Iroquois, to be 
fettled bY' Commiffaries after the Ratifications were exchang
ed, the Treaties that have from time to time been made by 
his Majcjfy's Governments in North~dmerica w:th the /lldians, 

will 
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will be of great S~rvic~ if ever this Affair Cnould come upon 
the rapis. , And if our Governors had known the Importance 
of fuch Treaties, they might have improved the Opportu
nities they have had with more ,Clearnefs and Preci.fi?n than 
they have done in fome Inll:ances, both as to DominIOn and 
Property. 

Thofe Ceffions of the Pive Nations; confirmed by France 
to Great-Britain. are of infinite more Importance th;m they 
appear, to be, at firll: ,fight; for they are further and con
c1ufive Proofs for the utter Exclufion of anr Frmch Pretenfions 
to the five great Lakes, all the Country between the Lakes, all 
the River an,4 Country of the Ohio, , And a vafl Extent of 
rtrritory bejides. But to have a,nearer View, and to convey 
a more adequate Idea of the yaH: Importance of thefe Cef~ 
lions, we mull: afcertain what is the Extent of the Five Na-
tions, Hereditary and Conquered Country:. ' 

The French Hill:orians teU tis, that when 
they fettled at Canada in 1603. which is fix 
Years before the Dutch pofTefTed themfelves 
of New-Netherlands~ now called New-York, 
the Iroquois lived in that Part Qf the Country 
extending upon ,the South Bank~ of the Rive,r 

The Heredi
tary Country
of the Five 
Nations. 

St. Lawrenu from the Mouth of the Iroquois or Sorrel, 
River, as, high up St. Lawrence as to be oppofite to the 
Well: End ~f Lake Sacrmient" and from the Well: End of the 
faid Lake thro' that llnd Lake Iroquois or Champlain, and 
Iroquois River to its Mouth, which is oppofite to St. Peter's~ 
Bay: This being the earlieR ,Account any Europeans have 
of them; we may fairly c®nclude this to be their hereditary or 
native Country. 

The fame Authority acquaints us, that they 
The conquer'd, found the Iroquois engaged in a juH and 
qountlJ of the n~cefTary War with the Adirondacs or Algon
F IveNatlons. luns, a powerful Nation of Indians, who then 

, lived where the Utawawas are now fituated,. 
and forced the j, aquais to leave their own Coutttry and fly to 
the Banks of the Lakes Ontario and Erie; which, with 
th~ Country lying between thofe Lakes and Hudfon's. 
River, as low as Alhany, and the Forks of the Rivers 

Delaware;, 
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Delaware; $ufquthanah and Ohio, they have ever /ince maJI: 
their chief Relidence, and do now continue in the Poffeffion 
of; except thofe Parts they have fold to the Englijh and 
made particular Grants of, efr:ecially upon Mohawks Ri
Ver, upon Lake Cntario, where the Englijh Fort Of we go 
was built in 1727, and thofe Parts about the Forks of the 
Rivers 'Delaware, SUfqu/Janah and Ohio in the Province of 
PcnnJylvania that they have fold to the Proprietors of that 
Provll1ce. U pan their Removal to this Part of the Coun
try the Salanas, or Shaouonons, who then lived round the 
Lakes Ontario ~nd Erie, warred againf!: them; but the ira
quois foon drove the!l;l out of the Country, and they fled as 
far to the VI eitward as the Banks of the MifftjJippi. By this 
Breach with the Salanas the Iroquois improved fo much in 
the Art of War, and fo far· recovered their Spirits, ,which 
were befvre depreffed by the A/gonkins, thatllow they thought: 
themfelves a Match for them: and as Indians never forget 
an Inju'ry, nor ref!: till their Revenge is fatiated, they im
mediately af:er their Victory over the Salanas renewed the 
War with the A/god·ins, in which they had fuch Succefs as 
not only to reCG>ver their hereditary Dominions, but alfo to 
"riye the Algonkins from thcir own Country to that where 
~ebcck now fl:ands; and never refl:ed till they had sefiroyed 
the whole Nation, except a few who put themfelves under the 
Protc5tion of the French. at ftuebeck; , and thofe that· have 
defcended from thcm that e(eaped the Fury of the IrlJquois 
are f!:ill in the Neighbourh<Jod of !f<.!tebeck;' but the .111-
gonkins have never been confidered as of any Confequence in 
either Peace or War, finee their Viars with the Iroquois. 

Fire Arms and 'Tools of Iron and Stul having never been 
feen in this Part of the Vlorld till the French introduced 
them', the Novelty ang Ufefulncfg of them, together with 
their alluring <JC]S and 'Tinfe/s, and the French Demand for 
the Indians Furs and Skins, brought all the Indians between 
f!(.ucbcck and the Lakes,' except the Iroquois; -to th(l French 
to trade: but as the French had proteCled the Algonkins 
and aClually affi£1:ed them againf!: the Iroquois, they could 
not be prevailed upon to have any Commerce with the 
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French, who thereupon commenced the. Allies of all the .I~
dians that came to !!(.uebeck, and preVailed on them to Jom 
in a War againfi the frcquois, whom they were ~oVJ deter
mined to extirpate, never dreaming of much Difficulty to 
accomplifu it, as they had the Advantage of Fire Arms and 
a vafi Superiority in Numbers of Indians. 

The firfi ACtion after this Coalition happened upon the 
Banks of Lah Iroquois, and proved to the Difadv~ntage of 
the Iroquois; for the French kept themfdves undJfcovered 
till the Moment they begun to join battle, and their ~ire 
Arms furprized the Iroquois fa much that they were put 1I1to 
Confufion. This ViCtory and the Fire Arms giving the 
French Indians new Confidence, they became fierce and in
{alent, defpifing the Commands of their Captains, anQ on 
all OccafioI1s rafhly attackc.:d the Enemy, who were obliged 
to keep themfelves upon the defenfive, and to make up what 
they wanted in Force by Stratagem and a tkilful Management 
of the \Var, in which they fucceeded fo well that they de
firoyed great Numbers of the Enemy, and loft. but very few 
of their own People. One Stratagem they made ufe of in 
this critical ConjunCture, was an Acceptance of an Offer 
made them by the Governor of Canada to fend fame French 

. Priefis among them i but as foon as they got them in their 
Po/feffion, they made no other Ufe of them than as Hoftages 
to oblige the Frtnch to ftand . neuter. And being nQW fur
nilhed with Fire Arms from the Dutch, they gave full fcope 
to their Revenge againfi: their Enemy Indians. The firfi 
they met with were the §(.uatoghies or Hurons, as the French 
call them, and the Remains of the Algonkins, whom they 
defeated in a dreadful Battle fought within a few Miles of 
~ebeck. The French own if the Iroquois had known their 
Weaknefs at that Time, they might have eamy deftroyed 
their whole Colony. 

This Defeat in Sight of the French Settlements ftruck 
Terror into an their Indian Allies, who at that Time wer,j 
very numerous, becaufe of the Trade which fupplied them 
,:"ith many ufeful Conveniences. The Nipiceriniens who then 
lIved on the: North Banks of St. Lawren,e River, fled upon 
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tbis to the Northward as far as Lake Abitibis. The Re
mainder of the Jtuatoghiesor Hurons,' with the Utawawas 
,and feveral other Nations, fcampered off South -,\V eft ward. 
But foon after theY,began to be in ,want of the Eurcpean 
Commodities from the/French, and in order to fupply them
felves they returned to f?<Jtebeck; and by this M€ans the Places 
of their Retreat was difcovered to the Iroquois, whofe Re
venge not being yet fatisfied, they immediately after attacked 
them in their new Settlements, ana by the Year 1650 entirely 
extirpated or adopted all the Nations of Indians that refLded 
on both Sides the River St. Lawrence above J5<..ueheck, and on 
both Sides the Lakes Ontario, Erie, and Huron:, which 
they never could have accomplifhcd had they not flriClJy fol
!owed one Maxim' formerly in ufe among the Romans, 'Viz. 
~he encouraging the People of other Nations to incorporate 
with them. Like them alfo when they have fubdued any 
People and fatiated their Revenge, by fome cruel Examples, 
they adopt the reft, who if they behave well enjoy the fame 
R;mk ancl Privileges with their own People, fo that fome of 
their Captives have afterwards become their greateft Sachems 
and Captains. In 1672 they conquered and incorporated the 
lljinOlJ Indians r~fiding upon the River Illinois., which rifes 

. near Lake Michigan? and difembogues into the MijftjJipi. 
And they alfo thf:n incorporated the Satanas that they for
merly drove from 1ge Lilkes Ontari6 and Erie. And the Ri
vers Illinois and MijftjJipi make the Wefiern Bounas of the~ 
Conquefl~, and of tpeir Deed of Sllle to the Crown of Great 
Britain in 17°1.. 'Th!!ya1fo concquered the New-rork or 
Hudfon's-Ri'!.ler Indians, the De/aware, Sufluehanah, Ohio, and 
other Indians ira the Provinces Elf New-York, Pennfyl'1Jania, 
Maryland, and Yirginia by 1673' The cr wightwm, or 
lJfiamis, reuding on the River Oub(uhe or St., Jerom, they 
conquer'd in 1685. 

In ihQrt the near!!fl Indian., as they were attacked, fled 
to thofe .that were further off, where they followed them, 
-and. not only entirely fubdued the vanquiihed, but them 
th/lt received them. And they carried their Arms and Con
'lucfis as far as NeU(-E1?gkmdand the Uta'tlJ(lwas River to 
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the Ea!l:ward, to Hudfon's-Bay Company's Territories to tha 
Northward, to the Illinois and MiftjJipi Rivers VI e!l:.ward, 
and to Georgia Southward, adopt~ng thofe wh9m they ~Id ~ot 
de!l:roy, and making them theIr Valfals and Tnbutanes. 
The Tufcaroras, that formerly lived in Carolil1a~ upon their 
Expulfton from thence by the People of Carolina in 171 I, 

fled to the Iroquois, and were incorporated with, and to this 
Day rdide among them. And {ince that they are generally 
called the Six Nations. The CowetclS or Creek Indians that 
rdide in Georgia are in the fame Friendiliip with them. 

Thefe Conqueih of the Five Nutions have not proved tem
porary, or merely nominal, for all the Nations round them 
have for many Years entirely fubmitted to them, and pay 
a yearly Tribute to them in lYampum, or Ir.diaJz Money-; 
they dare neither ma.ke War nor Peace without their Con
fent, e~cept thofe who_ quit -their Nations, and get under 
the immediate ProteCtion and Support of the French. Two 
old Men commonly go about every Year or two to receive 
this Tribute; and their Sachems are often feen iffuing their 
Orders with as arbitrary an Authority as a Roman DiCtator. 

For further Proof of their Right to the-Country they ha\'e 
conquered, they have in all their,Treaties with his li.fajifJls 
Governments refpeCting it, referved to themfe1ves a Right 
to dem.md a further Confider:ation for a,11 unfettled Lands 
that they, nor their Ance!l:ors, howe not macl¢ particular 
Grants of to di!l:inCl: Governments and received a valuable 
Confideration for j and they always do demand a Ccdide
ration and have it, as _ our Settlements do extend furthel," 
into their Country, -before they will -ex~cute a Deed of Con:' 
veyance, inlif!:ing that the Country belongs to them in Right 
of Conque!l:, having bought it with their Blood, and taken it 
from their Enemies in fair War. Thus the Proprietors of 
Penl1jj.fTJania in J736 bought of them, all the Land on both 
Sides the Forks of the Sufquelianah River as far South ·as the 
Province extends, and to the Northwa,rd to thofe called the 
EndleJs Ivlountains or Kittcchtin71Y Hills as far as the Province 
extends that "\-Vay. This Purchafe Includes all that_ Part of 
the River and Country of the Ob;o that IflYS in -this PrOvince, 

which 
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which gives us a further Right to fuch Part. The Govern
mc\.t of Maryland alfo purchafed the Remainder of all their 
Claims in that Province in 1744. And the Government of 
f/irginia paid. them in 1744, two hundred Pounds in Goods 
at··Market Price, and. two hundred Pounds in Gold, for a 
D::ed of Sale for the Remainder of. all the Lands that are, or 
may be, by ~he King's Appointment in Yirginia ;. which is 
another Proof of. the refl: of the River- and Ceuntry of the 
Ohio, which is in this Province, belonging to his Maje)ly. 
But they deured a further Confideration when the Settlements 
increafed much further back, which. the Commiffioners were 
2.t lafl: obliged t6 give them Encouragement to hope for. 
The Particulars of which Grants, and the Indian Manner of 
nogociating about Lands, with a full Account. of their 
Treaties, may be feen in Coltlen's judicious Hiftory of the 
l"ive Nations, 

From this Detail of hiftorical FaCts, it is plain that the 
Five Nations have a fair and indubitable Title to their 
hereditary and <;onquered Country, and they have on all Occa
[tons availed themCelves of the Advantages refulting from it. 

The Extent of their Right by Inheritance and Conquefl: 
is to the Eaftward, on the South Side of St. Lawrence,' the 
\Vefiern Bounds of New-England, and :on the North Side of 
that River, the UtawaWIiS' River and Lake Abitibis. Its 
South Wefl:em Boundary is from 'Lake Abitibis to the North 
Eafl: End of Lake Michigan,' and from thence thro' that 
Lake to the River Illinois, ~nd from thence down that Ri
ver to the Miff:JJipi, . And its Weftem Boundary is from 
the Confluence of the Rivers Illinois a.nd MifftjJip;, as th~ 
latter rtlns South to Georgicl. This' is, a vafl: COlmtry, ex
tending about twelve hundred 'Miles in Length from NQrth 
to South, and from feven t@ eight hundred Miles in Breadth, 
whele the Five Nations deftroyed many Nations, of whom 
there are now no Accounts among the Englijh. But the 
French G:o&raphers~ D:Lijlc,. Du Fur; &c. haye in their 
late Maps lImited theil' Rights Northward, to :it South Wefl: 
Line they have drawn from Montreal to Lake 'lOronto, 
where they alfo bound them to the Weftward, and .allow 
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them only the Country between this Line and our Settlements, 
However, to point out th~ Mifiake~, or rather defigned En
croachments, of the Maps of Americ(J publilhed in France, of 
late Years, by Authority, would be fllmoll: to copy the whole 
of them. TherefGre it,mLli}: give every Briton gre;lt Pleafur<;: 
to fee our Countryman Dr. Mitchelt F. R. S. dete~ing theit' 
Mifl:akes and defign'ed Encrol:J,chments, and almofl: wholly 
refl:oring us to our jufl: Rights and Po{fe1Iio!lS, as far as paper 
will admit of it, in bis mofr elaborate and (:xq::llent Map of 
North-Ameri .. a jufr publifhed; which deferves the warme/l: 
Thanks and Countenance from every good Subject in his 
Majefl:y'.~ Dominions. 

The Five Nations never alien:l,ted any P~rt of their here
ditary or conquered Country to any but hi~ Majdfy and his 
Subjects. But inI672 the French, when at Peace' with the 
Five Nations, perfuaded them to allow a lloufe ~o be built 
on the North Side of the Eafr Entrance into L~ke Ontpri<J~ 
under the Pretence of a Store for lVlerchandize. Under th~ 
fame Pretence they built feveral other Houfes the next 'yea\" 
about the Lakes ; but they foon converted thefe trading 
Houfes into fuch Forts as the Five Nations could not redu~e 
w;thout Cannon and knowing how to ufe them. How~ver 
they complained to the Governor of Canada of this Ufurpa
tion, and told him, "They could place no Confidence in 
" the French, for under the Pretence of buildir.g Houfes that 
" might be a Rendezvous for Merchants, and that only: 
" Beavers and Merchandize {bould enter them, they had 
" made them Places of Retreat for Soldiers, and fur Arms 
" and Ammunition ef War; whereby they had' fropped the 
c, Growth of the Tree of Peace that had been planted, and 
" prevented jts Branche~ frOl'll covering their Countries." 
And the Governor of Neip-York protefred alfo againft there 
Forts as ,Encroachments . upon the King of Great-Britain's 
Territories. But notwithfranding this, in I684, the Year 
a Rupture broke, out again with the French and Five Nations, 
t!1ey built another Fort, with four BaHions, at Naigara Falls 
in the Streight between Lakes Ontario amd Erit; which was 
al[o protefl:ed againft by the Gov~rnor of Ne~-rork as P. 
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Charle'lJoix, &c. do confeC~. In 1725 they built Crown-PoiKt 
or St. FREDERICK'S Fort on Lake Iroquois or Cbamplain. 
And fince the Peace of Utrecl'~ and that of Aix La Cbapelfe 
they have built feveral other Forts, fo that now they have 
twenty Forts, bdides Block-HouCes, .or Stockade Tradiflg 
Houres, and one Fort· they lately took from us on the Ohio 
River, in the Country of the Five Nations which France 
~eded to the Crown of Great-Britain at the Tn;aty of Utrecht, 
and confirmed by that of Aix La Chapel/e. Which finilhes 
what I have to remark on his Majefiy's Rights and Pof
feffions to the Northward of Latitude 34 D ; and now for 
our Ri~hts to the Southward of that Latitude. 

We not only firfi explored the Eafit:m Coafi HisMajdiys. 
from Cape FLORIDA to the North Pular Gir- Right from 
ele, but from Sir Walter Raleigh's Grant ~n 29 D. to 34 
1584, the Coafl: to the Southward of Cheja- D. N. Lat. 
peak-Bay has been confiantly vjuted, and moil: 
of our firil: Settlements in North-America were to the South
ward of that Bay, and in that Part now called North-Carolilla; 
the Particulars and Succefs of which may be feen at large in 
moil ColleB:ions of Voyages to, and Hifiories of, North
.America. From thefe Settl~ments the People Cpread to the 
Southward ofN. Lat. 34 D. and efiablilhed themfelves with
out any Grant from the Crown, but what had been forfeited 
or refumed, till 1630, when King Charles 1. granted all the. 
Country and the Iflands on the Sea Coafi of the .Atlantic 
Ocum lying. between 31' D. and 36 D. N. Lat. and from
thence due Weft to the South Seas, to Sir Robert Heath by 
the Name of Carolina. 

In 1665 King Chatles II. granted to Ceveral Noblemen 
ami Gentlemen all the Country lying 011 the Atlantic Ocean 
between 29 D. and 36 D. 30 M. N. Lat. and from thence 
due Weft to the Pacific Ocean, no Chrifiian Prince or People 
intervening, by the Name of Carolina. This Grant com
prf'hends the prefent Provinces of North and Soutb Carolina 
and Georgia, and all the Province of LouiJiana, fim:e ufurped 
by the French. In 1698 Col. Welch travelled from Charles
'Ttlwn, South-Carolina, to the 1I1i.JJtjJipi River juft Delow Olel 

Kappo, 



( 22 ) 
Kappa, where Ft!riinand Soto, a Spaniard from Flo~"ida, firlt 
difcovered the MiJ!zJJipi in 1541. In 1698 alfo, Sir Daniel 
Cox intended to revive a dormant Title to the Country 

grantetl as above to Sir Robert Heath, but finding the' Eafiern 
Coafi already planted, he fent two Ships into the Gtllph of 
hfexico, under the Command of Capt. IVzlliam Bond, to ex
plore the South Coafl: of Cat"olina, and to make a Settlement 
there. One of the Ships entered the Miffiffiipi River, a.,d 
afcended it above one hundred Miles, taking Poffeffion of the 
Country in the King's Name, leaving in feveral Places the 
Arms of England for a Memorial thereof. And Capt. Bond 
took feveral Draughts of the Coaft and River as far as he 
difcovered. And it was not till the Year following, when 
Sir Daniel Cox was foliciting a new Patent in England, that 
M. D'lbcrville on the Part of France hit upon the Mouths 
of the l\liffiffipi, and built a Fort at one of the Entrances, as 
would have been done the Year before by the Englijh if one 
of their Ships had not defertcd them. From thefe Particulars 
relating to the South Coafl: we derive a further Right to the 
Country lying between the 29 and 36 D. 30 M. N. L<!t. 
And on the \Vefiern Side of it that is bounded by the pacific 
Ocean, we fiill have a further Right, fOUloded Gfl the Dlf
covcries of Sir Francis Drake in I SiS, who explored the 
whole Sea Coafi, took formal PofI"effion for England, and 
called the Country New-Albion. 

To great Part of this Country both the French and Spa
niards have not only laid claim, but have aV(liled themfelves 
cf; therefore I fr.all now confider the Merits of their Claim. 

rhe Spaniards 
Right tl) Flo~ 
rlda. 

During the Inattention of England to 
Ncrth-America, from Cabot's Difcovery of it 
in 14-96 to Sir lfl'clter Ralt'igh's Patent in 
1584, the Spaniards got footing in this 

Territory on the Eaf!:ern Coafi, and in 
1565 utterly extirpated the French out of it, who had been 
endeavouring to eftablifh a Colony there from 1555. And 
the Spaniards were in Poficffion of a large Part of Cllrolina 
u::J.der the Name of FLORIDA when the Treaties of 1667 
and 16jo were concluded between England and Spain. By 

, ilio~ 
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thore Treaties both Nations were to hold whatever e:1ch 
then po/f@/fed in America, whereby Spain has a Right to part 
of Carolina, Hill called Florida *. In 1702 and 1703 the 
Spani .. 7rds; arid India.ns of this- Country in Alliance with them, 
were defeated in two memorable Battles, drove to the South
ward of St. 1ohn's River in South:.Carolina, which is juH to 
the Southward of the South Boundary of Gecrgia, by his 
Majet1:y's SubjeCts' of Carolina, and would 'have been utterly 
extirpated out of FLORIDA, if Governor Moore had not pre~ 
cipitately raired the Siege of .dugztfline at the Appearance or 
two Spanijh Frigates which could have done him no Injury. 
And in I7J4- the Creek Indians compleated their Extirpation 
but of FLORIDA; the Town of Aug¥ftine only excepted. 
Therefore in I 738~ when the Court of Spain claimed a vaft 
TraCt of Country to the Northward of this River to prevent 
our rettling it, as the Colony of Georgia was forming, it was 
fijpuhted between the two Crown~ that Great-Britain fuould 
h,')t extend her Settlements to. the Southward of the South. 
Branch of St: 1ohn's River. But the Charter for Georgia 
granted tc? the late 'rrzjlees; arid the Coriimiffion and Infiruc
tions lately given to the Governor of Georgia, does not ex
tend the South . JJounds Qf this Province beyond the South 
Branch of the River Altamaha; fo all the Country to the 
Southward ofthe Altamaha to the. South Branch of St. John'S 
River continues part .of South-CaroJina Province. 

In the late War with Spain .the Spaniards Spanijh En
ereB:ed feveral Forts and Settlements to the croachments in 
Northward of St; John'S River, which Gene- Georgia jince 
hi Oglethorpe demolifhed; "But I have aclvic.e the Peace atAix 
from Georgia thadince the Peace of .Aix La La Chapelle. 

---------------------------------------------
. • A propol,· by the fame Authority, we have an undoubted 
JUght to the Bays of Compeache. and' Hom/ural; for. at the Con. 
c1ulion of thofe Treaties we had Colonies actually planted by the 
Government of Jamaica at both thofe Bays •. Upon which his 
MajeRy's Claims to both of .them, and his Subjects Right. to cut 
Lo/wood. &c:. there, is as juftly founded as the SpaniJb Claim is to 
any part of FIo,ida. But iiotwith!l:anding the Spaniards have drove 
us from both, and are effectually preventing us from recovering 
011. footin& t.here by fortifying and planting Colonies. 

D Chapelle 
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Chapclle they have again built feveral Forts to the 
Northward of St. John's River, and Jafi Summer" a con
£lderable- Number (.)f Families came from the Havanah to 
fettle upon t11e Appalation Fields," the finefi Country in the 
World perhaps, which are abfolutely to the Northward of' 
the Stipulation in 1738, and confequently within his Majefly's 
Territories. This Ufurpation, with their unwarrantable Ex
puHion of us from the Bay of Honduras, and the fearching 
and fcizing many of our Ships upon the High Seas, purfHing 
no other Traffic but from one part of his Majefiy's Domi
nions to another, £lnee the Peace of Ai x La Chapel/e, feems 
to portend the fame Evils to us that we now experience from 
French Encroachments and Depredations, if we are not fpee
clily refiored to our jufi Rights and Poffeffions, and effetl:ually 
fecured againfi future Infults and Encroachments of the like 
fort. But if on the contrary we tamely fubmit to them, what 
are we not to expetl: next? Does not pocketing one Affront 
or Injury always give an Invitati0n to another? Has not 
fatal Experience convinced this Nation of the Truth of this? 

P. G:harlevoix fays, in 1555 the French 
The Claims of turned their Thoughtsto planting ofCoJonies 
France to Ca- in the South part of NOl-th-Amcrica, and in 
rclina, &c. J 562 Admiral Colinie H-ndertook a Settlement 

in Florida, but did not fucceed. In 1562 
alfo, M. Rcbeaut went,to Florida, and built a Fort at Port
Rayal, and called it Charles-Fort, efiabllilied a Colony there 
which he afterwards defiroyed, and re~urned to France in 
1563. In 1563 M. Laudinea went to Florida and bHilt a 
Fort which he called Carolini, and went on fettling till 1565 
when Don Menendez defiroyed the whole Eftabliiliment, £inee 

·which the French have not had the leaf\: Footing on the 
~afiern Coafi of Florida, or more properly fpeaking the Pro
VInces oj North and South Carolina and Georgia, nor do they 
I:lyany Claim to any part of this Coaft that I know of. Now 
let us follow them to the South Coaa of Carolina, where 
they have ufurped a vafi Territory beloncing to the Crown 
of Great-Britain, and planted a powerful Colony, to which 
they have given the name of Louijicmi. 

By 
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By M. 7oli~t's Journal of the lj'rench En· 

terprizes to dlfcover and get. footing on the The Origin 
great River Miffiffipi, it appears that he in a7ld Progrefi 
1673 travelled from Canada over Land, and of the French 
difcovered fome part of the River Miffiffipi, Dijcc'(Jeryand 
upon which he returned. The next French Settlement of 
Adventurer was the Sieur De La SaOe, who the Miffiffipi, 
in the Years 16J9, 1680, 1682, and 1683, or Louifiani. 
wen~ from Lake Ontario, through the Lakes 
Erie, Huron, and· Michigan, and the River Illinois, to the 
Miffiilipi, and returned to Canada. In 1624 he went from 
Rochelle in Old France; with two hundred Soldiers, in hopes 
of finding out an Entrance into the Miffifiipi in the Gulf of 
Mexico, but he miffed it, and fell in with the Bay of St. 
Bernard, or St, LouIs, between 28 D. and 29 D. N. Lat. 
jufi: to the Southward of the South Line of Carolina Chart€r 
granted by Charles II. in J66S. Here he built a Fort, and 
in travelling by Land inpurfuit of the Mouth of the Miffif
fipi, he was mardered- by his own People, who afterwards 
abandoned the Fort at St. Bernard, and went to CalZada, 
without diCcovering the Entrance into the Miffillipi. Thus 
fell that bold, enterprifing, and valuable Gentleman the Sieur 
De La Salle, who was an Honour to his Country, after 
which the Miffiffipi was neg1e0ed by the French till the latter 
End of 1698, when M. D'Iberville mad,e an attempt todiC
cover its M~)uth in the Gulf of Mexico, and in 1699 he did 
difcover an Entrance, and built a Fort near the Mouths. In 
170! the next Efiablilhment was made at the Mibile River. 
In 1702 Iile Dauphin begun to be fettled. But all thefe Set
tlements took no Form till 1708. In 17J2 Louis XIV. 
granted the Sieur Crozat a patent for all Lands bounded by 
New-Mexico, and by the Lands of ·the Englijh of Carolina, 
all the Settlements, Ports, Havens, Rivers, and principally 
the P@rt and Haven of the Ifle Dallphift, heretofore called 
l'vfaj{acre ; the River of St. Louis, heretofore called MiffUIipi, 
{r?m the . Edge of the Sea as far as t!~e Illinois ; together 
With the River of St. Philip, heretofore called the MiJlourys; 
and of St. Je1'fJm, heretofore called the Oubache. With all 

the 
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the Countries, Territories, Lakes within ~and, ana the ~i
vers which fall directly or indirectly into the above part of St. 
Louis. In the PrealT\ble to this vague, loofe, ~nd indeter
minate Gralilt, the King (ets fort~ no other Titl~ to it than 
the Sieur De La Salle's Voy;:ge in 1683, as the firfr Difccvery 
of the Miffiffipi, acknewledging alfo t~at t~e King did not 
give Orders for the dbbJi!hing ~ Colony till after the Peac!! 
9f Ryfwick in 1697. And the King alfo eXPfefly declar~s 
the principle OhjeCt of this Grant to be, tha~ a CQml,llum
~ation may b~ made betw~en CanadC! and Louiftani by help 
of the Lakes and Rivers, which of all things we ought to. 
prevent the· Continuanc~ of, or adieu to t~e Peace and Prof~ 
perity of our Colon\es~ , VVhen this Patent is dated we were 
at War wit\1 both Franc~ ;md Spain, and that we took no 
Notice of it at th(;: Trea,ty oJ Utrecht is not to be wondere~ 
at, when we call to mind t~e Charaeters a~d Abilities of the 
Negociators on our Part of th~t Treaty.. I~ 1714 they built. 
a Fort, which now mounts fourteen Cannon, at AlibamlJus 
in.. the f{e~rt of our Subje,ct~ die tJ pper Creek Indians~ and in 
~he Cent~r of that part, to. the Eafl:wa,rd of the Miffiffipi, of 
the Province we now call Georgia, ",hich Spot we ~Cl:\laJly 

. poifeife4 t~irty Y ears befor~ by ~rading ~oufes for the Indians. 
In 17 I 7 the Capital of LouiJiani, called lVc'tfJ-OrleanJ, was 
founded. And th:;tt Year the :rat~ntee, finding I)is ~nter
prife very lmprofitable1. rclinquilbed his Patent to the Regen~ 
(If France, upon which the fan~ous, OJ;" rath~r infamous MiC
fi$pi Company, or Buhble, was formed. 'T~.is failing, to. 
the Rll:in of Thoufands, the King took i~ into bi,s ~wn H'lnds 
where it l;J~s. continued ever fince, and is now vafily increafecl 
in In~abitants. aAd Fortificat~on.s. T~is is~h~ Account of 
the Origin and Progrefs of the Frenfh Ufurpation o( the Mif~ 
fiffipi that they have. been fa obliging as to· publifh to the 
W orId themfelves. An~ certainly if there be any (ueh thing 
as· Law Or Jufiice upon this earthly Ball between Nation 
and Nation, the French have jufr as much Right to that Part 
9f Louijia~i ;0 the NortIi~~rd of twenty-nine Degrees Qf 
North Latltl,lde\ as a Fr.enchman wo.uld have to one of the 
King's F orefis in this 1j!and upon comi.n~ from frranCl,. walk-

ing 
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jng thro~ it, finding only a Notice fiuc~ up at each End. that 
no Perfon mu!} enter there without a Ticket from the Ranger, 
and then returning to the :Mid·dle and' impudently fetting him-
Cdf down. . 
. As to the Sieur De La Salle's Difcovery of 
St. Bernard, or St, Louis, Bay, to the South- The French 
ward of the South BGlunds of Carolina, and Settlements in 
the French claiming it in Confequence of that NewMexico 
Difcovery, it behoves the Spaniards to attend t;I U/urpation 
tQ that efpeclally as it is within three hundred qn the Spani
Miles of fome of the richeft Mines of Ncw- ards, and re
Mexico, which perhaps th~y will experience, pifte with the 
before long, the French have as keen an Appe- wo1jl ConJe
tite for as any Spaniard whatever. And no quences fo the 
Man I believe can treat this as a chimerical Crown of 
Sufpicion, w.hen he recolIeas the conftaRt En- Spain. 
!=roachments the· French have made upon the 
Spaniards in the Inand of ifiJPaniola or St. Domingo ever {inee 
they got footing theT\~, and .upon all their Neighbours in all 
Parts of tile Globe at aJf Times. But if they i'hould not 
fllrthe~: encroach on the Spaniards in New-Jl.1exicff, if they 
fettle St. Bernard's-Bay, there cannot be any Doubt"but they 
will aVilil themfelves of th,e greatefi Part of the Trade of 
New-Mexico.i for by their Settlements at the Miffiffipi, they 
are conw into a pretty handfome Share of it alre:aJy, as 

. fully appeared by the Capture (,f the Golden Lion from the 
Miffiffipi in the late War, which Ship had .an immenfe Sum 
pf Money on Board that fue took in at the Miffiffipi. And 
this could not come from thence if the Fr·ench had not ex
changecl thei\ European ManufaCl:ures for it with the New
Me:;ica~s. Therefore it is of the utmofi' Importance to Spain 
to .depnve them of that Part of New-Mexico whi(:h. they 
clalm.i and whj ,hey d\~ not oblige France to annihilate 
this Claim at th~ Treaty ofUtretcht is very ei£iIyaccounted 
for, when we recolJe~ Logeis XIV. had ju!l: put his Grand
fon. on the Throne of Spain. 

: From the Account I have t~us colle8.ed of the Difcoveries, 
.Rl~htii ~Q PQtr~om; of the CrQwn. of Great . Brita;l! ill 

N.rth-Amcr;(rJ 
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Ncrth-Amcrica, it is clear that Frtmce cannot have any jull: 
Pretenllons to any Part thereof from the North Pole to the 
twenty-ninth Degree of North Latitude on the Atlantic Ocean, 
and from thence due WeIt to the S@utb-Seas ; except to fifo 
aQd C\lr~ Fifh at Newfoundland, to the HIes in the Gulf of 
St. L~wrcnce, and to Canada or New-Frqnce. And thefe 
they could never h,wc had any Pretenllons to it North-Ame
rica h?d from the ori~inal Difcovery of the Cabots been p·ro~ 
perly attended to by England.. 

. By the 4bove ~tate of his MajeIty's Rights, 
The, Limits C;mada is pared down to very narrow Limits, 
ifC:madaor cqmpared·with what the French HiItorians and 
NewFrance Mlp-makers (under the Authority of Govern-
which the ment) delineate it to be. But there is no 
French a- Foundation for any Pretence to extend this 
vailed them~ PI/ovince to the Northward beyond the South 
felvcs of by Bounds of Hudfon's-Bay Company'f Territ01"ies 
the Neg/eeU and New-Britain or Labradore; to the 117tjlward 
of England. he yond Lqke Abitibis· and ihe ClJurje of tbe 

Utawawas River that dijeniEogues diretlly op
pojitc to Montreal; to tl~ Sol~th'[.Vard hejond the Nortb Side if 
tte River of St. Lawrence ~ and to the Eajiwad beyond the 
Limits of New-Britain or Labradore. I fay this is Canada 
or New-Frana, an:! no Authority can be produced for its 
Extention a.nyway. And this is the only Footing the French 
are entitled to up~:m the Continent of .North-America. And 
I do repeat that they never wf)uld have had even ihis· if the 
Court of England had but attended to its· Intereih in North-:
Aincrica. For. the Ca.bots Ed!: explored the Gulf of St. 
La~rence, and t~o Englif? Sh!ps wen~ up the River in 1'527.; 
Secretary IVa!Ji17gham being .lIlfonned of an Opening South 
of Newfoundland; fitted out Sir Rumphry Gilhert, ,mto. failed 
up St. Lawrence River and took PolTllffion for the Crown- of 
E1zglcmd in 1583. And it was 1603 before the French be
gun to fettle any where within the Gulf of St. Lawrence, 
according to their own Hifl:orians. In 16'29 Canada was 
taken from the Frcncb by Sir David Kirk, but it was given 
them by the Treaty of St. Germain in 16}2 wrthout ar.,y 

Specification 
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Specification of limits, which gives them aI,I the Right they 
have to any Part of it. And Qlleen Anne in 171 I, when 
1,he purpofed the ReduCtion of it, difperfed a ManifiJlo in the 
Country, fetting forth, "That Canada belonged to the Englijh 
" by Priority of Difcbvery, and what the French pofTeRed 
" there was by Grants from the Englijh, and confequently 
" held it only as a,Fief, therefore where the PotreJfors turn 
" Enemy, it reverts." I am not Lawyer enough to deter
mine the Validity of fl1ch a Claim, but We may be a{[urad 
nothing but the longejl Sword will ever fettle the Limits of 
this Province. 

Thus the Crown of Great-Britain's Rights and Po{[effions' 
in North-Amdica fiand in Oppofition to thofe of France ; 
and by the Law of Nations ~)Ur Claims are certainly valid 
with Eur~peans againfi Europeans that encroach upon Amc
dean Claims thus founded. 
, But methinks I hear the {ober and thinking His Majefiy's 

Part of Mankind fay, "Though our Claims Colonies accuf 
" rr.ay be valid againfi France, how camewe ed oj Frauds, 
" by thofe Rights and Poffeffions ? They did Abufes, and 
" not come to us ,by Inheritance? Prior Di[- Cruelties to the 
" covery and Pre-occupancy gives only a . Indians, 'and 
" Right to dereliCt Lands, which thofe,of the Crown of 
" N01'th-Amcrica Were nCilt, b~ing full of In- ha·ving no ri
" habitants, who undoubtedly had as good tIe to America 
" a Title to their own Country as the Euro-' from them. 
u' peans have to theirs. N or could our Right , 
" arife from Conquefi, if we did conquer the Natives,; as it 
". is hard to conceive how a Conquefi, :.w~ere there was, no 
" preceding Injury or Provocation, could create a .Right. 
" Therefore all a European Power could give, was an ex
" clufive Grant to particular SubjeCts for negociatinb and 
" purchafing from the natural Lords and Proprietors, and 
c, thereupon a Power of-J uri (d iCtion. ,,\Ve fear the firfi Set
" tiers of our Provinces' never treated the Savages well, but 
" encroached upon their Lands by Degrees till, they fraudu
" lendy or forcibly turried them out of al1, ufingthe -barba
U rous Methods, in fome meafure, praCtiCed by the Spaniards 
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rt on the, Southern Continent 'of ,1merica, which have made 
" them detefl:abl~ to tl1e whole Chr!ftian World." 

Thefe and {uch like Enquiries, Doubts and Fears, r have 
often met with fince I cam~ to Europe. Nay, this very Week 
a Pamphlet has been publiilied, called ~he State of the l'3ritilh 
and FreI,lch Colonies, &c: which accufes his Majejty's Colonies 
with committing Frauds; Abufes. Encroachments, Murders; 
and every Speci@s of Villainy" againfl: th~ poor Indiam of 
NQrth-America, by which they have been alienated from, and 
induced to take up Arms with the French againft Us ; and 
all the Evils America labou~s under have be,en thus -ptoduced. 
All thefe Accufations are a~thorifed by {®lri~ of, what are 
called, the Hifl:ories of New-England and other Parts of North
America; wrote by Subjecrs of his lIdajejlJ. 

, Every Perron, that kno'ws any thing of 
,Mq/l Hirto- North-AmericfI in general', or of anyone 

~ies if North- Province in ,particular, muft b,e fenfible that 
America 'ry his the Hiftorie~ or Works of Math4r; Oldmixon:; 
.A;fajifi/s Sub- NC'aI, Salmol1~ &r:;. :who hav~,chiefly copied 
jeffs exploded;, each other, and of aU that h:we, copied ,alter 

rhem, .relative to Nqr:tb-America, hlight al
monas properly have called their ,"Vorles Hiftories of Prejlcr 
Tphrt's, or the, Hottentots Country; ,and their Manners and 
tondua~ as Hiftories, ot North-America, or any other Title 
they bear. Even.Mather himfeIf; {aid Old.mixim in his Bt,;
tifo Empire in Am,crica; had, eighty-feven Falfhoods in fifty
fix Pages. In {hart, there, is n(>t one W 0rk yet pubJi£hed 
to the VV cdd in our Language that in a~y Degree deferves 
the Title of a Hijlory of North-America, but Smith's H!ftory 
if Virginia, and Douglas's Summary, Hijlorical and Political, 
of the l'lf Planting, progrejJive Improvements, and prefent State 
of tbe Britifh Settlements in North-America, & c. publi{hed a 
few Years ago at Bojlon in New:...England. And this laft is 
valuable for b~ing.the ben CoIle,crion of FaCts in general, 
for a future Hdtonan, that was ever made or publifhed. But 
-:-as t? Hiflories of the lndiatlS, there is not one pub
hfhed 11~ our Langliage that peferves the Title, nor any Ac
counts of them, 'that I have {cen, are worth reading; but that 

of 
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of CIlden, which is juaty called a Hill:ory of the Five Nat/onfi 
~nd is a Mafterly Performance. Therefore I al11 very glad 
the Author of the State. of the Britiili and F rerich Colonies; 
has no other Authority to found his Accufation againfi the 
Colonies in general than the exploded Hijlorians, or rather 
dllti.Hij!orians, of Nartb-Amcfica, '* and [orne particular 

lnflanccs) 

---~------------.. 

• Moll, it not all; our M~p( al.fo, prece?ing t~at ?y. Dr. ~Jitch. 
til, are very erroneous and Illj:lflOUS to his Marly S Jull: Rights. 

Sucli erroneous Books and Maps, upon fuch important Subjects. 
are of worfe Confequence than People generally Imagine; for, be
fides miOeading ourfelves, the French quote them againll: us, even 
!n National Dtfcuffions, as Autaorities. Therefore I am forry to 
fee the Author of the State of the Briti[h and French Colonies, &c~ 
who, I am confident, wrote with a View to inform and ferve his 

·Country, attempting td prove tlie Independency of the Five Nati
'lis of India/I!, who in almoil: every Treaty they ever made with 
~isM(ijeJly's Governments have acknowledged themfelves the Sub
jetls of Great Britain, and have yielded their Dominions to the 
Sovereignty of this Grow" ; tho' it is true lome of their Great 
Men, when they have been exafperated on particular Occalions. 
have infified in Debate thac they were born free, and would be 
fo. And this is the only Authority, with a few of them having 
gone over to the French, that can be produced for their denying 
their Subje8ion, unce it took place in 1664, or of their difputing 
his Majfjly's Right 10 their Territories lincetheir Deed of Sale 
for them in '701, except when the Conditions of their Deed has 
Jlot been complied with, \vhich fometimes has happened till:l. 
CongreCs could be held by the Provinces with them. This Author 
has alfo propoCed a Plan for feetling the Limits of North· Ame,·ica 
with the French, whereby he gives the FreNch Two Thirds of, the 
Whole, for the Sake of enjoymg the other Third in Peace and 
Quiet. Now can any Man, upon cool Refle8ion, imagine, that 
jf the French ale fuffered to avail themfelves of, and fettle, Two
Thirds of North America, we (hall enjoy the other Th·ird in Peace? 
No; jf we fubmit to this, and may judge of the future by what 
is pail, they will (oon have the other Third alro. And by making 
luch Propofals, does it not look as if we doubted the Validity of 
~ur Right to ,he Whole of our C!~im? Geod God! why [hou1d 
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Infiances, from other Authorities, of Cruelty and Injufiice 
between rrivate Perfons and the Indians, from which we 
ouo-ht not to fornt an Opinion of any People. 

I thought myfelf obliged to make this Preface, before I 
came to wipe off the unworthy Afperfions that have been 
call: on the firll: Settlers of North-America iIi direct Terms, 
fupported by Evidence. 

Our firll: Settlers; fat from Spanijh Injuf
His Majefiy's tlce and CI:uelty, fought to gain the Natives 
Sub;eEls in by fl:riB: Jufl:ic:e in their Dealings with them, 
North-Ame- as well as by all the Endearments of Kind
ric:! acquitted 'nefs and Humanity. To fay an early Foun
if the Charge dation for a firm anil lafiing F tiendilij p, they 
of Frauds; alrured the Americans that they did not come 
.lfbuJes and among the~ as Invaders but Purchafers, and 
Cruelties to therefore called an Aff'emblyof them together, 
tbe Natives, to enquire who had the Right to difpofe of 
.and his Ma- their Lands; and being told it was their 
jyty'-s Title Sachems or Princes, they thereupon agreed 
to North- with them for what DifhiCts they bought, 
Americaac- publickly and in open Market. ·If they did 
quired from 110t pay a great Price for their Purchafes, yet 
tbe Indians they paid as mudi a~ they were worth. For 
provedto be it mull: be confrdeted that Lands 'Were of little 
jT!ft andfair. Vfe to the Natives, and therefore but of little:: 

. Value. They lived chiefly on Fiili and Fowl 
and Huntmg,becaufe they would not be a~ thePaihs to dear, 
allli break up t~e Ground. .And all for -their Meadows and 
Marfhes, they wer!! of no Ufe at all, for want of Neat Cattle 

-----~------------------------------

we giv.e up an ~nch of tbat Territ.ory which is our jun: Right, 
when we a~e not only able to fecure It to ourfelves, but to make 
th,e Frmth h.old what properly belongs to them by no other 
Tenure than that of the Mercy of the C"O'U'7t of Grtat.Britain ? 
Therefore may Perdition feize every Propofal that gives them all 
Acre of hi$ Mail1>"sjuft Rights and Pofi"dIioIls. 
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\0 feGd them, of which there were nonl'! in thofe Parts of the 
World. The Englijh had no fooner made f~mc ,neceiTary 
Prev:fian for tbemfelves, than they ~pplied their Cares far 
the Benefit of the .Indians, by endeava).lring to bring them 
from their wild Manner of pfe to the civil al1d polite Cufioms 
of Europe. For this P~rpofe they marked ollt Land.to Luild 
Indian To,~ns, fuppliedtheJl} with all proper Vtenfils far 
Euilding, prefcribed to tpem l"mms of Government, and 
above all omitted no Pilins to bring them acquaipted with 
~l)e Gofpel ; fpr wnatf;vcr the firn Advmtwers to Nortb
Amel'im might be, the fira reat Settle;-s wt;r~ indu{hious, 
peaceable, con\ci!'!ntious Perfons, diffenting from the DiJcipline 
of the efiabli(h~d Church, though agreeing wi~h it in Doell-inc; 
who removed into thofe remote R~gions, upon no other View 
than to enjoy the Liberty of their Con(ciences without Hazard 
~o themfelves, or Offence to others; t~ey were not Crimi
nals l nor were ,they nece[ltous j' nor h~d they, with t~eir 
Brethren, made any Attempt to overthrow the Church and 
State at Home, and being difappointed therein went toAJ71crica 
to fecure a Retreat fo~ their Brethren, as the high-flying Mr. 
Salnon vainly im~gines" ,md moa falfely and injurio_ufly afferts 
t\:ley did. And, what I fay of them, their uniform pt;op,er 
ConduCt, and meek Principles of Obed)ence, on al~ O~ca
{ions, fully prove. ' After they were arriv~d fome time, and 
it was (auod flece['ary, they made Laws ~o £o~b~d any Perfon 
pvrcbafing Lands without the Ap'prob~tion of the Legifla
ture, to prevent the Natives being over-reached, or ill ufed 
in their' private Bar!!,ains : And thofe Lands, lying moil con
venient for them, have in mol!: of our Colonies been made 
unalienable, and never to be purchafed out of their Hands,_ 
th,an which nothing could more deJtonil:rate the, Colonies, 
Care and (:oncern for thy' Natives. And this their Condu~ 
to them is fully and con'dlffively prov~d boY the Laws of al-., 
moil every o!,!e of our Nortli- American Colonies. Yet nothing 
could 9l?lige'the Indians to Peace and_ FrienaIhip in fome of 
our Pl:OVjQC~s. They were alarmed with firong Jealoufies, 
of th~ growing Power of i:l~e Englijh, therefore began a War 
with, a ReiPh,ltio~ to extirp.ate, them~ before they had too well 
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~Ilablilhed themfelvcs, which forn:d our People to purfue 
them through all their Rece1Tes, till they obliged them to 
cuter into a folemn Tre'aty of Peace. Such, ho\fever was 
the perfidious Nature of fome of the Amcr.ican Savages, that 
they (oon renewed their Hoi1:iJities, though to their awn fatal 
Coil:. And evedince the Settlement of the French at Canada~ 
many Tribes of Indians have aImof!: conf!:~ntly, both in Peace 
and War with the r wo Crowns, been animated and affifled 
by them to.war aga,infl: fqme one or other ~f our ,Colonies, 
and have giv<;n them but few Intervals 'Of Peace, and thofe 
very iliort ones, to this Day. ' 

But notwithflanding all the wife, ju/l, and humane Con
duct of our CoIoniCls, 'in a legillative Ch;u-acter ~ which has 
a!fo been extended to all Dealings and Irttercourfe with the 
Natives, I am fenfible 'great Frauds and Abufes have been 
impofed t.lpon the India:,ns by private People, ill Defiance of 
the fevere£!: Laws, and the mof!: punCtual Execution of them 
on Offenders when 'deteCled: ' But Experience daily con
vi:f.lces us that in the wife1t and bef!: regulated Societies, Laws 
framed with the greateR: Care, and tIle nicef!: Judgment, are 
eluded and viola~ed-; and therefore no wonder if Infant Colo
ni'es iliould find the fame Difn!gard to Laws, which is to be 
{cen 'uncorretled under Governinents of the longef!: Duration 
and roof!: improved Policy. Confequen'tly there would be juf!: 
as muchPropriety in charging the People of GrentBritain with 
being Sharpers, Thieves, ~obbers,' and Murderers, bccaufe 
every Month a Doz:en or· t\'70 of Perfons in th;s 'Kingdom are 
,conviCted of, and punilhed for, thefe Crimes, and many more 
e:cape both; as it is to charge th(l Colonies with Frauds, 
Abufes, Encroachme..,ts, and Murders upon th~ poor Indians 
(if America, becaufe;t few among them have been fo hardy 
and diabolical as to perpetrate fuch Villainies, Come of whom 
have been punifhed, and fome have efcapcd. 

Upon th~ whole, his Majlly's Claims in North.-America 
are not only valid in Oppofition to thofe of France, but'he ~lfd 
aerives a Right from the native Proprietors of the Soil, hi$ 
Subjects there having purchafed part with their Money, an~ 
t.'le refl: has been yielded to them by ¢.~ true Owners, who 
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have put themCelves and their Lands ~der the Superinten~ 
dency and Proteaion of the Crown of Great-:-Britain, that 
they might be fecured againft the Encroachments and Depre
dations of the French. And the Right refulting from the 
PurchaCes and Ceffions of the Natives, as much as it is de
cried and undervalued by fome P~ople, is in faCt the only juft: 
ana equitable one. Therefore I am extremely forry to fee 
any of his Majefry's SubjeCts, at this critical ConjunCture ef
pecially, endeilVouring to prove that we derive no Title fro", 
the Natives, and that they are not the SubljeCts of the CroWl'l 
of Great-Britain; for it not only gives France a handle 
againft us, but it makes many of his Majdly's fober an4 
thinking SubjeCts doubt the Juftice of our Caufe, and whe~ 
ihis is the Cafe t~ey eo not affi!1: in the common Caufe with 
that Spirit and Ability they otherwife would do, and which 
was never wanted to be exerted to the utmuft, more than a~ 
this prefent Time. 

C HA P. 
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'l'be Difcoveries, Rights, and Po/Jijji,J1S if 
France. 

~~~j~ HE fir~ Fr'qlch t~at <;lver a?pe~red, in Nor/h- 4~~er!ca" 
~ '1'~ accordmg to thelf own Hlitonans, were fome Flfh
~i~&~ ermen from Norm.andy, who fiilied 'on the Ba,nks 

, , , of ,Newfoundland In 1504. In 1506 the Sleur 
Denis difcovered the Entrance into' St. Lm.l(1·mce R.iver. 11\ 

1508 '['homas Aubart entered the River·St. 
'T'he fitjl DiJ- Lawrence, and br(;>ught fume Savages from 
wveries of the thence to France. In 1523 Verazani, a Fb
French, and rentine in the Frencb K.ing's Service, coafied, 
their Right to along the Eafi Side of North- .i1meri(Q, going 
Canada, or ailiore in feveral 'Places, and taking PofI"dlion 
New France for Franc~, according to the Forms ufed in 

thofe Times, from 37 D. to 50 D. N. Lat. 
He alfo failed up the River St. Lawrence, and then returned 
to France,without making any Se~tlement. In 1534 Cartifr 
difcovered Newfoundland, Baye Cbaleur in the Gulf of St., 
Lawrence, cruized along the Coafi of Acadie, and went up 
the River St. Lawrence as high as Montreal, taking PofI"effion 
for Fra:1Ce, but made no Settlement. In 1540 Robervai built 
a Fort at Cape-Breton, but foon aband0ned it. He made no 
new Difcoveries, and returned to France. In 1598 the Mal
quis De La Rocbe difembarked at the HIe of Sable in AC.1die, 
but made no Efiablifhment any where. In 1602 Cbauvin 
failed up the River St. Lawrence as high as crrois Rivieres. 
In 1603 Monts entered Port-Mutton in A{adie, vifited'the 
fie of S~. Croix, failed as far as Kennebec R~ver in 'New· 
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Englailt!, then'went ,to Port-Royal,in Acadic; ahd retut'ned 
to France in .1.&06 with all. his People. In 1603 the French 
lirfr began to fettle on the :River' St.· Lawrence, on the North 
Side near 'Trois Rivieres, and io. 1608 at ~ucbeck. They 
went on fettling on the North Side. of the River only, between 
~uebeck and )1;Jontreal, t'~11 162.9, when Sir David Kirk re
duced ff<3ebeck and its Dependencies, called 9anada or New;' 
France, to the Obedience of the Crown of Great-Britain, 
whicH was reft:o~ed to Fra1lce by. Treaty in 1632, and they 
have remained, in Polfeffion pf it ever lince. But certainly 
6ey derivc,l1o Right by this CHlio.n to any further Extent of 
Territory than what was tak~n fron1 them, which was only 
the DifiriCl: and Settlements bctween~tebeck and Montreal 
on the NQ)th S\d~. of the River. This is the Way France 
acquired Canada~ the Limits of which I have frated in Page 
28. 

By the Treatyof UtI edt, fo far eonnrmed 
by that of Aix La Chapell, the Il1ands of 
Gape-Breton, St. 10»n's, Anticojla, and all 
other Iflallds ·in· the: Gulf-of St. Lawrence, 
~iere ceded to. France; notwithfrandillg they 
\\'cre again ours by the ConqueR: of Acodie or 

The Right cj 
the French to 
the lJlands iii 
the Gulf oj St. 
Lawrence, 

founded on the 
rreaty oj 

'Utrecht. 
The Limits if 
Acadie or N.
Scotia. fpeciji
edbytheFrench' 
in M. Suber
caf~' s Commif
jion. 

. Nova-Scotia i~ 17 10, which was furrender
ed to her Britfllmic Mejljly with all its Depen
ces exprelfed in the Governor's CommitIion, 
and all tl)e )ilands in the Gulf of St. Law-
1'ence were aCl:ually fpec\fied in his Commif
fion, and the Limits of Acadie ur Nova-Scotia 
were therein delineated to be what I h;ilve 
flated them in Page 7. 'But yet our iniqui
tou~ Managers of the Treaty d Utrecht had 
fo far thrown the. Power of ~ipuJating .the 
Terms of Peace into the Hands 01 the French, 
that when the ~ueen of Great-Britain condefcended to !hare, 
what fhe had a Right to the' whole of, 'Cape-Breton with 
them, and infifred neither Side' {h6uld fortify, but the whole 
temain open for the Conv~niency of each Nation's Fifuerr, 

the 
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the 'French had Co (ar got the Afcendancy as to exclude her 
from any p-art of this mand, and to obtain the pernicious 
Liberty to fortify it. Mr. Moore, one ef the Lords for Trade 
and Plantations, was {OJ barefacedly corrupt upon the Dif
cuffion of this Point as to fay, to thofe who urged the Ne
ceffity and Utility of excluding the French from this Ifland, 
" Mufl: the French then have nothing ?" 

'rke French 
Right til 6lh 
f!Jithin thirty 
Leagues oj 
Nova Scotia, 
founded on the 
rreaty if 
Utrecht~ 

By the Treaty of Utrecht alfo the. French 
have Liberty to filh withiR thirty Leagues of 
Nova7ScIltia to the Eafl:Ward, beginning at the 
Ine of Sables. And; 

By the fame T.reaty aIfo, our corrupt Ad· 
mihiftratiori granted to the French Liberty £0 

catch and cure Fijh in the mofl: advantageous
Places on that Part of Newfoundland, fron,! 
Cape Brmavijla running down by the Wefl:errl 
Side to Point Riche. 

'iheir RigU to But; thank Gdd~ thefe are all the Rigiits 
catch and cure they have any Foundation -.ror in NllYth
Filh af New- America. And by this DedtiCl:ion of Fa& 
foundland de- it is. plain, that we are indebted to the con:' 
rived from the jlan'tly FrenchiJietl Royal Stuarts, ( among 
Cfreatyof indumerable edier of the feverefl: Curfes ) 
Utrecht. for the French Footing on the Continent o( 

North-America, and to oUr corrupt Frenchijitd 
Managers of the Treaty of Utrecht for their Right to the 
Iflands in the Gulf of St. Lawre.nce, and'to catch and cure 
Filh at Newfoundland; which, I fay, is all the Rights they 
have in North-America. But what they have. obtained by 
Encroachments. will fully appear in the next Chapter •. 

C HAP, 
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C II A P. IIt. 

'ioe Ellcrcachments alldDepredations rfthe French 
ttp071 his l'vfajejly's Territories in North-Ame
rica in Times <;,ohm Peace fitbJ!fted z"lz Europe 
bC:<;,C,'fCiZ the 1'100 CrowJ!S, &c. &c. 

~):o;( SHALL Hate the Fmlch Encroachluents and Depre* 11:~ clations in each of his ~'ItJ(ljeJly's ,Provinces of North
*~OiE Amcri,'o, as the Continent is now divided by the 
Authority of the:Crc7Ull, beginning to the Northward; where
by we !h::dl have a clearer IJea of the,ir Situatiqn and Impor
tance, and of the .Propriety of the Mcafures hereafter to be 
humbly propafed for extirpating the Frmch and their Indian!, 
out Bf his 'lv.laje)ly's Territories. 

Since .the Peace of Aix La Chapel Ie they French En
have e~e8.:ed in Nov'ri .. 8cotia one Fort at Beaie croacbments 
baffin in the, Cbd of the Btfy' of ,Fundy, andpn 'alld Depre
the South Side of the Ijihmus of the .South dations in hii 
Eafiern Peninfula. And another Fort at Baye Maje.fiy's 
Vcrt!! on the North Side of trus,Ijlhmuf, which Province of 
is 110t more than twelve Miles wide between Nova- Scotill 
thefe two Forts. FI,:om hence they have fur .. 
niilied the Cape,Sabl"1 or Mickmoc1 and the lJland of St, John's 
Indians, who make about three hundred fighting Men, with 
Arm!3, Ammunition, Provilions and Cloathing. Upon our 
Attempt to colonize this Province immediately after the late 
War with Fran.ce, they fpirited up thefe Indians to war a~ 
gainR us, by their ample. Supplies; by their giving them a 
large. Bo.unty for. every Englijh Prifoner they brought to them, 
:md a'mucll brger for every Englijh Scalp they could produce; 
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by their promifing to prQtea. them in their r orts ; and by 
difguifing themfelves and occafionally joining the Indians in 
their Enterprizes againft our Settlements. With thefe three 
hundred Indians they have conftantly harrafi"ed our infant 
Colony of Nova- Scotia, fo that we have made no Settlement» 
but what have been fortified and picketed all round, which 
has been attended with vaft Expence. Indeed it is hard to 
conceive what Diftrers this handful of Indians have reduced 
this Colony to. They cannot clear and break up the Ground, 
nor plant nor fow without their Pickets, nor go from one Vil
lage to another for Relief without imminent Danger, from 
ikulking Indians, of being killed and having their Scalpi cap 
ried away for the Fren<:h BOWlty,or of being taken and either 
put to Death in the moil: cruel Torments that favage Bru
tality can invent, or of being carried away Captive to the 
French, who have afterwards infifted on a Price for their Re
-demption, equal to the Price black Slaves are fold for in our 
ColGnies, under the fpecious Pretence.of their having paid it 
to the Indians to (ave from being put to Death. 1. 'hus the 
'French have made us pay the very Bounty they gave th~ 
Indians for captivating our People. The Indians furprized 
the Village of Dartmouth one Night, and altho' it had a 
Gl2ard of Soldiers and was picketed in, they burnt the Houfe~ 
and put ooth Men, Women and Children to death. And 
from our firft Attempt to fettle it fiMe the late War with 
Fran6/!, the Indians have been killing or captivating our Peo
ple whenever Op'f'Ol'tunity prefented. 

The French alfo, as lOon as they had built thofe two Forts, 
threatened to dellroy all the French Snbje8s. of his Majrjl, 
and burn their Settlement~ without thei~ Forts on the Penintula, 
if they did not retreat into the· CountFY within their Forts. ; 
therefore they, 'who have always inclined to the French on 
account of their Religion~. &c. tho' ever indulged in the free 
Exercife of that and every thing dfe, burnt their Houfes,. de-
ftroyed their Plantations, and: went uridet the ProreaioR of 
the French, who afi"ured them of ample' Amends for their 
Lofl'es and Sufferings. Hel'e they are proteCled al'ltl noul"iihed. 
in an Antipathy to his Majelly,. hl$ GovenlCftent,.and his. 

PeE/pie,. 
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People, and prove as good SubjeCts to the French King as 

imy he has in America. Thefe People became the SubjeCti 

of the Crown of Great-BrjWiin when No'Ua-Smia was re

~uced in J 7 J 0, I1pon Condition they did not take up Arms 

for, nor againft us, But, contrary to their Oaths of Allegi

ance, many of them have been detected in joining the Fre"ch 

and Indians both in Peace and War againft his Mojejly's 
~ubjeas. There may ~e in this Province about ten thoufand 

of thefe French Neutrals, as they are called, though fome 

make them amount to fifteen thoufand, and others but to 

feven tho4fand. Thus the Frmch have a powerful Co!ony 

in the Heart of this his Majejlls Province. 
The French have alfo re~bullt a Fort in this Province !ince 

the Peace cf .-fix L~ Chappelle, at ~he Entrance into the 

River of St. ,]okn!s, on the Weftem Side of the Bay of 

Fundy oppolite to, and diftant ten Leagues from Annapolis

Royal; by which they have the Command of the River St. 

1()lm's Indians, b~ing about an hundred and fifty fighting 

Men, whom they occa!iQnally ilTue upon the People of the 

North-Eaft Parts of New-Engll1nd. At the Entrance into 

this River there ~s ~ capacious Road for Ships of any Burthen, 

and on the North-Side of the Road is a Streight, not Piftol 

Shot over, throug~ which there is no pailing but at the Top 

of the Tide when the Water is upon a Level, for at other 

~imes the Fall is fo cOIlfiderabJe, efpeciall y at low Water, as 

to make a Defcent of thirty Feet. This Entrance on which 

,he French Fort ftands, is lined 011 both Sides by a folid Rock, 

and has more than forty Fathom of Water in its Middle. 

When you have palTed this Streight the River fpreads itfelf 

haIfa Mile in Wi,dth, and with. a gentle Current towards its 

Outlet admits a delightful Navigation for large Ships, lixty 

Miles into the Country, an~ much further for fmaller VelTels ; 

takin!?; its Source from three parts of St. Lawrence River, one 

pf wh.ich is dir~ly' oppolite to ~ebe.k. Th~ French have 

often conveyed Succours and Merchandize from Old. France 

to ~uebe,k, both in Peace aml War,. up this R"iver, to avoid 

the Difficulty an~ Rifque of the Navigation of St. Lawrence 

River. By this River alfo they, ai Occalion requires, convey 
Troops 
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Troops and Stores from f!2.!{fb~ck to the Neutral Frmch, t~c 
Indians, and their other Forces in Nova-Scotia. A.,d if they 
are fuffered to remain in Pofle8on of this Rivcr thcy may al
ways have a Comnlunication betwee'n France ar.d Canada in 
""Vinter, which they cannet haw only from JHay to 080ber 
by St. Lawrence River, and they will at a:1 times have a much 
more fafe and eaty Conveyan~e to and from Callad,a than by 
St. Lawrence. But what is more material they will be fur
nillied with a Harbour, more commodioufly fituated for an
noying the BrltifoCo1onies, by Men of\V:lr and Privat::oers 
in Time of \Var, th:tn that American Du;zkirk Louijbou:-g it
(elf; and at all times a convenient PO{i: near the Ocean for 
fui-niilii~g Naval 'Stotesto Old hanet, imd their' Si:tar Colo
nics with Lumher of an forts for the C011i1:ruCtion cf Dwelling 
Houfes, S~gar MilIs~ and Cafk to contain tneir Iihnds pro~' 
duce, which is what they have long aimed at, but never could 
fecure before., In iliort there is not ate Adv<l!1ta;;e wc deri\'c 
froni the four Provinces of New-England; that they will no~ 
rC:lp from "this Rivcr when the Country CO'lJleS to be fully 
feitled by them. And they are bent n'pcn fccuring a Footing 
upon or' neal' the 'Atlantic Ocean, as they have not otic PMt, 
or anY'T ¢'rritory.in their own Nortb-'/J1i/ll"ican Colonies near 
it, but the Il1ands in the Gulf of. St. Lm,vreni:r:, which yidd; 
them nothing btlt a SCClllity for thcir Fiiher)', and a Situa"':' 
tion to di:!lrefs and annoy our Coloni( s, and their TraJe and 
Navig~tion, in Titn~ of \Var. The Frmch al{() deny our' 
Right to navigate or viut' any Part of Nova-Scotia in the Gut
of Canfo and Gulf of St. Law1"flnce, or to villi amI fettle, 
Canjo, wliich we fettied foon' after the Peace of Utrecht :1$ 

part of N07.ia-Sc~tia. and carried on our principal Fiihery at, 
till the late War when they took it frolll us ; but SrI' JF"iIliam' 
Pepperell recovered it in his way to the Sieg~ of'LoziijboZl1:g. 
And every Year [mce tbePeacc "Of Aix La Chapdle the Go
vefnor of Loiti/bourz, and the Commanders in Chief of the 
:Mrn of \Var that have been fiationed th:::rc, have gi\'en'public 
Notice, that they wi1Heize and confifcate all E'nglijh Veffels 
they find at Canjo, the Gut of Can/a, or in the Gulf of. St. 
Lawnnce. 

Bv 
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By thofe "th~ee Forts they have availetl themfelvcs 0: all 

the Province of Neva-Scntia, except the SolttlJ-Enjter1'l Penin
fula. And although they do not difpute' cur Right to this, 
except Call) at1d the Harbours in the Gulf of St. La~'rena, 
th'ey have not fuffered u~ to enjoy it fince the Peace of Ai:.: 
La C"(lp~ll,', but by their Encroachments· and Depredations 
hal'e fo annoyed and difl:rdfed u~, that w'e have not been able 
to do any more towards fettling, even the Peninlula, than tQ 

~aabliili four final! Towns, ani.! build four final! Forts, which 
has been accompliilied wit I! vau Expence of Dlood and Trea
(ure. I think the Parliament of Gretit-Eriiai!l h:1"','e ~ranred 
iince the lat~ ""Vai 4-50,000 I. for fettling al1d fccurin£ No'vI;
Scotia, and all we have to (hew for this Immenfe Sum is th~ 
above fcur Towns or Villages, arid fOLlr Forts. 

Since the Peace of.Utrccht the French ha\'e French El1-

fettled fel'en Vilia;;es in the Province of the 
Maffit"cbufi:ts-Bay on the South Banks of St. 
Lawrence River between the Hle of Orlra~s 
and the Mouth of ir(jqucis, cr Sorrel River. 
SClllle of there Villa:;('~, arc 'picke' ed ill, but 
none of them have any Forts, 01' other Defence. 

The French pave Miffionaries among the 
Pcnohfcot or Pantagoit -II/dians,' wh() do not 

cfcnchma:ts 
ami Depl-c
dntiom ill Us 
lVff'je/ly's 
Province of 
t/JC Mrifl~
chufets~ Lhy 

e;~cecd one hundl'ed an1 fifty fighting; Men, :md generaHy 
refide near the BaY. of Pcntbfcot. They havC'; alro Miffionm'!cs 
among, the Norridgwa.cg Indians, who arc ::lbout onc'hundrt!li 
and fifly figh.~ing Men, and do refice upon Kennebec ~i\'l" 
aHout one hunJl'ed and twenty l'v'1ilesfrom its Mouth. , 1 hefe 
Iiirlia.1ZS have, both in Peace and Vl anvith the French, been 
pl'bvoked by them'to annoy and difl:refs our young, Settlements 
on the Eafl:ern Frontier of this PrOl'ince, and they have killed, 
fc:tlped, and captivated many of our People, even flllce the 
Peace of Aix LI Chapell!!; bOut the Government of the Mal
facht/fits, by building tW9 Forts JaIl: Year on Kf1mclJ/?~ River, 
anJ pofl:il1O' one hundred Men in each, keep them JI1 great 
Awe, anl'they dare not act againfl: us at prefent. Thefe 
IMians have often ackm)wled(l"ed themfel\'es Subjceh cf the 
C~own of Great-Britt/hz, and fhc Government of the P,,·vvine8. 

they 
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they relide in has tak~n the greatell: Care to accommodate 
them with every t4ing they require, and to preveRlt Frauds 
al1d Abufes being impofed upon them by private Perfons j 

for no one is allowed either trade with them or to purchafe 
Lands, but by the Government's Appointment. For tl c 
Management of Trade with thl';\11, ~ CommifTary General 
,S appointed by the Legiflature, and convenient Store Houfell 
have been many Years built, where they may at all times 
be accommodated 'with every thing they require at no more 
than Five per Oent, advance upon the original Coll: at Bc.fton 
by wholefale for ready Money, and they are allowed the full 
Price their Furs and Skins will yield at thl: f3ojlon Market, 
which is vafily more profitable to them than th<f French can 
pollibly fubmit to. But notwithfianding all thefe wife and 
jull: Regulations, and frequent Subfidies, the Ad:lrefs, Inge
nuity, and unwearied Pains of the French Priefis, who live 
among them, and conform to their Manner of Life in every 
refpeCl, by which they are fo difguifed as frequently to be 
taken for Indians, has proved fuperior to all our Efforts, and 
they will qo no~hing without their Advice and Confent~ but 
when awed by Force j therefore the Governor of the Ma.1fo~ 
chufcts carried one Thoufand Soldiers with him lall: Year to 
force them to reneW Treaties, and permit the two Forts to 
be built, and nothing but a fuperior Force will ever be able 
to rival French Prieficraf~ and Ufefulnefs, for moll: of thefe 
Prierts are good Mechanics, and prove vafily ferviccab}e to 
the Indians in the common Concerns of Life. 

French En
cI'oachments & 
Depredations 
inhisMajefiys 
Province if 
New-Hamp
fuire. 

Since the Peace of Aix La Chapt//e t~~ 
French have built a Fort at Co'U)ojs or Cohllffir 
on ConncEficut River in the Pro'l:inct of New
Hampfhire, which is one hundred and forty -
Miles South of St. Lawrence River, and as 
n:any Miles deep in his Majell:is. T errito-
nes. 

There are no friendly nor enemical Indillns in this Pro
\'ince, except a few Straglers,but the French have harrafTed 
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bis Majcny's SubjeCl:s in the FrotHier Settlements almolt: 
eVery Year fince the Peace of ~ix La Chapellt with the 1n
curfions of the Indians that reftde about Lake Iro9uois or 
Champloin, belonging to the Province of New-York, who 
do not exceed fixty fighting Men, and who have killed, fcalp
ed~ and captivated many ot our People in this Province. 

As to the Provihce of New-York and the 
live Nations hereditary and conquered Coun- French En
try, the French have got Poffeffion of all that eroachmcntsf.:/ 
Part of it that lays to the Northward of St, Depredatiam 
Lawrence River and the Five great Lakes, inhisMajeflys 
and all that Part of it to the Eaflward that Province of 
lays between ,our Forfof.oltuego "h the Lake New-York. 
Ontario, and the Mouth of the Iroquois or 
Sorrel River upon the South Side of the River St. Lawrenu, 
and as far South from the Banks of this Riverf as River Iro
fuois and Lakes Iroquoisf or Champlain, and Soerement. They 
ufurped all this vaR Extent of Territory, 

By one Fort built on the North Side of the Eaft Entrance 
of Lake Ontario in 1672. 

By one Fort fituated at .Miji/ima,~inoc near the Lakes 
Huron, Michigan and Superior in 1673. 

By one Fort built on the Streight between Lakes Erie and 
Huron In 1683' 

By one Fort ere£\:ed at Naigara Fall on the Streight of 
lakes Erie and Ontario in 1684; and another Fort on the 
fame Streight in r 7 20. . 

By one Fort on the Weft Side, and another on the River 
St. Jifeph on the EaR Side; of Lake Michigan, another on 
the Well Side of Lake Cj"mJnto, and three more Forts and 
a regulat fortified Town, with a Citadel, called St. Frtdtric 
or Crown Point, at the Lake and River of Iroquois, or Cham
plain Lake, and Rich/iell, or Sorrel Rivers a\l of which Forts. 
&e. were built between the Peace of Utrecht and the Com· 
mencement of the late War. 

The French have in this Province al(o, (everal other Towns 
and Villages between the Mouth of Ir'qllois River and Mon
trefl/ on the SQutb Side of St. L6wrtnu River; in which. 
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with the [even Villages they nave in the ltfojfochuJets Pro
"inee, there, are, t"veilty~eight Pariih Churches. And they 
have befzdes the Forts already mentioned, many Stockade 
Folts, or rnock-hGtufes, for Tra<Jing Lodges, in this Pwvinee. 

Two hundred, French, Indiails, accompanied ,by fume 
Canodtam difgu'ifed "like Indians, ' rnad'e an Irruption. into 
this Province laft Year, furprized the Town of HOllack, 
i:lckcd and burnt it, ahd maffaored 'and captivated both Men, 
'Vomen,an'd Children, except a very Fe",?, that ran away. 
, The French have fi\ic~ the Peace oLlix La Chape/le feized 

·fcveral of our Traders in the Country of the Fi'i~e Natiam, 
cOl'ififcatcd their Effech, and made them pay the Price of 
Slaves. for their Redep,lption. 

~rney have been conti'nu:).!lr, 'fince the Peace of Aix La 
Ch'a1'Ji!#e, uiing every Artific:e, arid'frequcntly Force; to,draw 
off the Indittns. in this Province 'as well as, in ill the ref!: from. 
'the iJl"itijh .1nterdl:. l/.ill Year they pel{uaded one half of 
the Oml'!dagQ India,,!; one of the Five Nations, Witll feveral 
from ~he other Nations, to remOl e from the' Place of their 
dual Rdidcnce' to a Place called Oj1JJeegt:1chii: on the Rivet 
G?idm"aqi&lh whel'e they have bu.ilt them a Church and Fort. 
Manyof the Scnekas, tlie moff,,1iumerous Nation of the Five, 
aflpcar to be wfl1'l~riHg and rather illc1r~ed to the French. 
IIl.fhort, a great Defeaion mallifef!:s itfelf among all ~he Five 
Noli!)""., for not lnore thll1 a hundred and fifty of the feveral 
Natiolls adeltde4 the Cougrefs l1eld "at Albeny'laf!: Year, 
{hough they had notice tfiat all his ,1Miljifly's Governmcnt~ 
woulo have, Oommiffioners" thete with' Prefents .from mof!: 
~)rov.im:es as well as fr<nn the King; and on all preceding like 
Octaltons there were never lefs dian fix or feven hundred. 
Theutmof!: that CQuid be obtained of them at this Meeting~ 
was an Agreement to ftand neuter in our'Difputes with the 
French', fortheyunanimoufiy declared, thatfo far from aeting 
againlhhe F tench they :lhCluld. be obliged to make the beft 
Terms thel could with them, in' order to preferve themfdves 
and their Country from being defttoyed by:thcir powerful 
Arms. The Englijh, they obferved, would not fight for thcm
[elves, and as for them they could, not defend their own 

CotU1trl 



( 47 ) 
Country and that of the Englijh too. But if they faw the 
EngliJh aCt powerfully, and that their own Country, Wives, 
and Children were fafe while they went forth to War, they 
then {hould be glad to meet the Governor of New-ro"k and 
the Commiffioners again, for it was againO: their Inclination 
to treat with the French, but Neceffity compelled them. 
Therefore if fome bold Stroke is not fooft made to retrieve 
our loil: Reputation and the wonted Confidence and Friendfhip 
of this brave and faithful People, who upon all other Occa
flons have been our beil: Friends and have it in their Power 
to be our wodl: Enemies, fo as to all: in our Favour and to· 
influence their Allies and Tributaries, who, together with the 
Five Nations; make feventeen thoufand Men, to do the fame, 
we {hall not only lofe the Affiflance of the whole Indian In
tereil: of No:-tb-Ameri,a, but have it turned againO: us. For 
Indians, like more refined and politer Nations, will not join 
the Weakeil, efpecially when their own Country is in danger 
from the Strangeil: in the Field; and it is impoffible for their 
Sa.bems to reO:rain their young Men, who delight· in War 
inore than any thing elfe, when all their Neighbours are en .. 
gaged, and the Sound of War echoes from Hill to Hill all 
around them. 

The French have finee the Peace of .Ai)( 
La Cbapt'lle built two Forts on Beef River, French En
which iffues from the Soutb Side of Lake Erie croachments& 
in his MajeJly's Province of Penn/yl'vania; Depredations 
and laft Year they forcibly attacked and took in hisMajeJlyl 
a Fort built by his MajeJly's exprefs Com- PrIJvince of 
mand at the Confluence of the Rivers Mo- Pennfylvania. 
hongal61 and Ohio in this Province, which they 
remained in Po!feffion of when the laft Advices came 
away. They alfo have feized fevcral of the Traders among 
the Indians in this Province, and made them pay for their 
Redemption, and confifcated all their EffeCl:s to a very great 
Value~ for one of thefe Confifcations amounted to upwards 
fJf 18,000 I. 
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In 1750 the French built a Fort iri Tlis Ma

French En- jefl:y's Province of Firginia on the River Ou
bacbe or St. Jerom. in the Heart of the Coun
try of the T wigbtwus; or ,l/.1iamis, Indians, iIi 
{hia Friendlhip with his Majdly; and lall: 

croachments 
and Depl·t
dations in his 
Majefiy's 
Province of 
Virginia. 

Year they fent three hundred Fre~ch Famili.es 
to fettle about (his Fort; lit 175 I they bUIlt 
another Fort at Sandofli on the South Side of 
Lake Erie in thIs Province. They have alfo 

one Fort upon the River Ilfinriis, one at the Confluence of the 
Rivers Oubache and OIJiQ" one at the Junaion of the Rivers 
MijJiuri and Mijftj]ipi~ 0'1e high~r up the River MiJJouri, 
and one at the Confluence of the Rivers Kaftakins and 
Mijf:lfipi; aU b'uilt in Times of Peace {ince the Treaty of 
Utrecht, and with iiI thiS' his MAJESTY'S Province. 

Lafi Y car they marched' a Body of regular Troops, Mi
]itra and Indians into this Province, and attacked and de
feated fout hundred of his MAjESTY'S Forces at the Great 
Meadows. They compelled oor Coinmander in Chief of 
thofe f"ut htindr~d Men to enter into Atticles of Capitula
tion and give Hofiages, in as formal a Manner as if War 
had aCt:ually bce'.1 proclaimed J.>etween the two Crowns • 
.But the very Night they were frgned tile French l,roke. thems 
whkh we have -great Rearon to rejoin' at, for they were the 
1l10ll: infamous a Britijh SuhjeCt: der put his Hand tb. 

The French have for tnefe two or three Years paft ref 
their Indians loofe upon the Inhabitants of this Province alfo, 
and killed, {calped,. and captivated many of thern; (eized fome 
of their Effe8:s, and forced thofe that were fettled without the 
Mountains, together- with fome of out friendly Indians, to 
break up their Settlements and retite within the Mountains. 
And, . 

They continued to' ha,'e; by the ]afi Advices, two thoufand 
two hundred regular Troops and Militia) and fix hundred 
Ind~an Warriors at their! orts in this Province and Pennfyl
vanta that are near the OhIO, and threatened a further Irrup
tion, for which they were preparin~. 

The 
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The Northern Boundary of Georgia extending 

tp the Northernmail: Branch of the River Sa- French En
vanah, and from thence du~ Wefl: indefinitely, 
the inland Frontier of the Carolinas is very nar
row, but as narrow as it is the French have 
mounted two FOTts in it on the Mijf1fipi River 
in Times of Pe:lce, and fince the Treaty of 
Utrecht. 

freachmen! s 
in his Ma
jefl:y's Fro
'vinces of 
North and 
South Ca-

In his MAJESTY'S Province of Georgia the folimi. 
French have one Fort built at the Mouths of 
the M iflt}Jipi in I 699; another Fort and Settle- F renchE n
ment as the Bay of Mobile begun in 1701; croachmmtl 
another Fort and Settlem~nt at the Ijle D{luphin and Depre
~egun in 1702 ; anoth!!r Fort, with a Settlement dations in 
found it, at Aiihamous, at the Conauence of the his Ma
n.ivers Mobile and Locufachee in the Heart of our jefl:y'sPrc
fellow Subjeas the Upper Creek Indians Cot:ntry, vince of 
wh:ch was'begun in 17 14- undex: the old Pretence Georgia. 
9f a Trading Lodge l the City of Ncw-Orfe((ns 
well fortified on th'!' MiJ!tjJipi'River founded in 17 I 7; another 
fort 'and S~ttkment at Panfacola on' the Gulf olMexfco ; 
two more F prts on th~ Miffiffipi ~iver, befides many Stockade 
Forts, or Block-houfes2 'for'Trading Lodgb among the in
numer~b.le {ndions in this Country.i and th,ey have feveral 
p.her final! Towns or Villages, befides thc;>fe I have mention
ed, on and near thi:: Miffiffipi River, built in Times of Peace 
fince the Treaty of Utrecht; 

In 1730 they utterlyextirpa,ted t~e wholt: Tribe ( except 
a few that efcaped to the' Chickafows) of Indians called 
Nautchce, tlJat relided about the Jo'orks of the River Yafou 
which rife~ in this Province not very fa~ from, and emp~ies 
~t(elf into, 'the Miffifilpi. T~e French did this when they 
were in profound.. Peace with. thefe Indians under the Sanaion 
~f'a formal Treaty;, but finding thq continued 'an ,Inter. 
courfe and Trade with the Englijh, they fel! upon them, In the, 
Night, and ll.1alf<\cred Men, Women, and Children, not fpar
~ng even thofe' they took alive" but put them to death in the 
mofl: inhuman and cruel Torments. This Periidy and 
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Cruelty of the French being communicated to the Chickafow. 
Indians wh(') relide a little to the Northward of the NaufL·hees 
Country, and they fearing the like Fate, as they were inthe 
flriCl:eft Friendlhip and confiantly tr<!ded with the Er.glijh, 
they declared \Va,r againfi the French, and it has not been in 
the Power of all their own Force and Policy to prevail on them 
to make Peace to this Day, nor could they ever prevail on 
any other Indians to join again!l: them, as they are remarkable 
for Faith and Br;lvery, as their War is efieemed juft and 
neceiTary, and ~s they are highly revered for their Military 
Atchievements, Thefe Chickajaws have been as fevere a 
Scourge to the French Colony of LouiJiani, a,s any of their 
/ndianx have been to <l,lIy of our Colonies; but their long and 
conftant Hoftilitles againft the French have reduced them to. 
four hundred fighting Men on!y, who continue the War with 
as much Spirit and Intrepidityas ever. 

The F.renchof Louijianihave entirely alier.1a:~.! the ChauClas 
from our Interea, who reude in their Neighbourhood between 
the- Mobi{e and MiJ!zjJipi, and amount to five thoufand.fight
ingMen. 

And by their F olt at Alilamous they have obtained fuch 
Influence among the . Upper Creek Indians, amounting to one 
!houfand two hlindred Men,· that they would have broke out 
againfi Carolina and GeQrgia. .feveral times, if it had not been 
for the Interpoutiol1 of the Lower Creeks, who amount to 
one thoufand three hundred Men, al1d are our faft Friends. 

From this DediJaion of French Encroaeh
The French ments it' appears that they have drawn a Line, 
have Jiw- and have a Chain of Forts and Settlements, all 
rounded his along the Back of our S.ettlements from the 
lvfaj'!Jfls Gulf of St. Lawrence to the Mouths of the 
Colonies with Mifliffipi in' the Gulf 6f lVltxlL-o, whereby they 
Forts, &c. have accolTiplilhed their andent Deugn of fur-

roundinl!; the Britijli· Northern Colonies Settle
ments, of fortifying themfel .. es on the Back thereof, of-taking 
Polfeffion of the inofi impOItant Paffes of the great Rivers and 
Lakes, and of drawing off the· Indians to their Intereft, who 
they have marc or le[s confiantly, both in Pe~ce and War
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iffued from their Forts on our Frontier Settlements, fame or 
which they have defl:royed, others they have impeded the Pro
grefs of, and in molt of our Provinces prevented the projecting 
or mak.ing !'lew Eftabliiliments. For there is nothing more 
terrible than Indiqll Wars, and whenever they happen the In
habitants eat their Bread in continual Fear and Trembling; 
po Man is fure when out of his Houfe of ever returning to it 
again j while they labour in the Fields they are under terrible 
Apprehenfions of being killed and fcalped, or of bein~ feized 
and carried to the Indian Country, there to end their Days in 
cruel Torments, or be turned over to the French to be re
deemed at the Price of Blac.f Slaws. They are many limes 
obliged to neglect both their Seed Time and Harvell:. The 
Landlord often fees all his Land plundered, his HouCes burnt~ 
and the whole Country ruined, while they can't think their 
PerCons f:lfe in their Fortifications. In iliort, all Tr<lde, 
Bufinefs, and Commerce is at an entire Stand, while Fear, 
Defpair, and Mifery appears in the Faces 'of the poor In.., 
habitants. 

I fay, this Cq:lduct of the French is in Confequence of an 
ancient D~ligp or Syltem, and it certainly is fo, for all their 
Governors and Writers of the Northern Colonies have C{Ill· 

ftantly recomlnended it,to the Court-of France, who, we are, 
now fatally convinced, have carried it fyftel'natically il1~0 Ex
ecution.· And our Q lO:lies have as conftantiy remon!hated 
to the Court of Great-Britain there Encn;)achPl:!l1t~ and De
predations, and the further terrible Confequences they had 
6e utmoft Reafon to expect from them. But. it is now too 
late in a great me~lure,. "nd therefore to little Purpofe, to 
enquire further why we negleaed tp exert the Power Gael 
and Nature put into our Hands to prevent thefe Evils, or to 
remove them whenever and wherever they appeared. There .. 
fore I Ih;tll enter into this Enquiry in theCourfe 
ofthefe Sheets no furtherthan by pointing out HisMajeftys 
fome of the Caufes, which if removed" the Ef~ Colonies 
feas will ceafe, and to acquit his MAJE~TY'sinjuriouJlJ 
COLONIES of the cruel Accufation, from (harged with 
Perfons of all Ranks almoft in this Country, Negleas, &c •. 
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~f having negleCl:eq their own Defence, and, by other cri
minal Conduct, having invited the Calamities they fuffJ'r. 
This has been very induf1:rio'u!ly propagated by fome People, 
who have fOl\nd it necdTary to. bJame the Cqlonies, the bet
~er to excufe themfelves ; and by others who have har! fup
port in theil' Clamours from il late Pamphlet callc=d, a Brief 
State of the Provim'e if Pe1'lrIfytvlmia, whiCh I flull fay no 
more of at pre[ent than th<\t it is calculated for private Pur
pofes, at the Expenee ofa very retpeCtable Body of :people 
called ~l(Jkers, to whom this eQUntry is more obliged th<\n 
mofl: People at prefent know or can i11ll\gine, and who wil~ 
very foon be aC<luited, with Honour~ of tqe exceptionable 
ConduCt laid to their Charge. Some People would do weU 
in never loling fightof this, being, of aU others, the mof1: im
proper time to inflame the Paffions and alienate the H.earts of 
even the moll remote and infignifieant of his Majdly's Sul:
jeCts, and of its being the mQil proper apd neceflluy Meafure 
at this critical Conjuncture to reconcil~ all jarring Interef1:s, 
and to pleafe and oblige every Clafs of his kJaj'!/ly's SUbje{l-..s 
in every part of his Dominions, that they 'may :aCt with their 
Heads, Hearts, Hands,_ and Purfes unanimoully for the Re
covery of his juf1: Right!', and fQr permanently fecuring hi~ 
in the Poff'effion of them. 

It is certain not anyone of the Colonies are to blame, as 
will appear when I come to ~eak of ti1eir ConduCt, Temper, 
ami Di4Jofrtion, [0 it \TIufl lay elr~where. 

'1 he Affairs 
of North
America at 
a 'Very im
poytant Cri.;. 
}is. 

The Affairs of No,-tb-';!mcl·ica are become 
of the lall Importance t~ his"MAJEsT·Y'S Nor
thern Colonies ill p.articular, and the Britifo 
Empire in general, by the French Enterprizes, 
and the Succefu of them I have flated; by theix: 
having gradually increafed ~heir Troops in Ca
nada and 'L(J,1J.iJiani fiilce tbe Peace of Aix La 
Choptlle down to 1753, tranfporting them in, 

their Ships of War, which returned-to France with a bare 
Complement of Men, leaving the reO; in t11eir Colonies, and 
by this Means they have been lefs oQr(,!rved by the Powers of 
Eurcpe than if 'they had been fen~ in TranfPol't Ships ;. by 
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(ending two thoufand five hundred regular Troops to CanaM, 
and three thoufand five hundred to the Mi£flffipi in 1753 ; '" 
and by the vall: Armament that has been fo long preparing 
at Brejt, and perhaps now failed, confdTealy for Canada. 

Let any Man re£leCl: on thefe thirig~, taking into his View 
at the fame tiri1e the CondllCl: of the French in refpeCl: t6 
the Neutral Ijlands ih the IPejl-Indies ; § in refpcCl: to the 
Bahama Inands, which they hav~ trumped IIp a Claim to fince 
the Peace of Aix La Chapelle; ahd did two Years ago fet IIp 
Crolfes llpon fome of them; with Copper Plates; containing 
the French King's Arms, and a Declaration that they were 
to preferve the Rights of Louis XIV, which Rights we never 
heard of before 3 in re(peCl: to ol1r EqJl-India Company in 
---------------------.... ----

* This I know to be trlle from Authority. 
. 5 In 1749 the Courts of Great Britain and France entered into 
it new Convention refpeCling thefe l}lands, which the French were 
rery bufy in fettiing contrary 10 Treaty. .And for the Sake of 
Pea:e Great· Britain fiill condefcended to let, what .file has 11 fole 
and jufl Right to. remain Neuter; that is, neither 'iN e nor Fra~ce 
ihould attempt the Settlement of either of them, and that France 
1)Jould immediately break up what Settlements were made thete, 
a'Jd her SubjeCls /bould immediately evacuate the Wands. Orders 
were fent accordingly to the Governor of Martit/ieo, but he dying 
before they reac:hed Mattinico, his Sucddfor faro the Orders were 
not direCted to him, and he would not execute them. Up3n this 
new Orders went, and fome of our Men of War faw them ex
ecuted. Since this they have again leiied upon, and are (ettling 
them with a high Hano., THey have already got four thoufand 
Souls on St. Lucia; near twei thoufand Souls on Dominica. and near 
one Ih')ufand Souls on St. Ylncenf, and they have fortified each 
of thefe Settlements, and have lately begun to fettle Tllbago, another 
of thefe lfiands. 

In 1754. By the bell Account a Gentleman could obtain at 
11arhados, of the Settlement of the four Neutral !flantTs ; there 
was at St. Lucia, Whites 5.000, Negro's ~>J,ooo. and 4,000 

Indians. On Domipico 4,000 Whites, 25.000 Negro's, and 5,000 

Indians. On St. Yincent 3.000 Whites, 18,000 Negro's, an<i 
40,000 Indians. On'Tohago 17 French Men, 16 Negro'S, and 
120 Indians. The Whites on St. Lucia, Dominica, and St. Yin-
1:,,,/, moftly French. 
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Ajia; and in relpeet to the eoail: of Africa; and it is Im
poffible for him to doubt the Juftjce of our Caufe, or the 
Neceffity of our going to War, if the French will not im
mediately relinquilh the whole of their Encroachments upon 

his Maje.fiy's Territori€o, and makeIndividuals 
The Satisfac~ in particular; and the Nation in general, am..: 
tion,the Hon- ph~ Satisfatlion for the Loffes they have fuf
our and 1111- tained, and the vail: Expence we have been at 
tice oj the Na- in Ajia and America, and for the EXr'ence of 
tion requires our prefent Armaments both by Land and Sea; 
from the which amounts to infinitely more than it will 
French require to drive them out of the Ntw-lJ7ar!d. 

. Can the Honoilr and Juftice of the Nation 
put up wi b lefs ? If we do except of lefs, may not the N a
tion expeCt, and won't it deferve, to be ufed by other Nations, 
as a noted Coward is; bullied and male-treated by every little 
Fellow? 

But notwithflanding the bad Condition of 
His Maje!1y's our Affairs we ought not to Defpair; On 

Declaration the contrary, thank God, we may now chear 
upon the prcfmt up, for behold his Majlly glorioufly scc1ar
State of /Iilairs ing in his late Speech to Parliament, that 
in America. h I never could entertain a Thought of pur-

ee chafing the Name of Peace, at the Expenee 
" of fuffering Encroachments upon, or of yielding up, what 
cc is jufily belonging to Great-Britain, either by ancient por
" feffion, or by folemn Treaties. Your Vigour and Firm
cc nefs, on this important Occafion, hav.e enabled me to be 
" prepared for fuch Contingllflces as may happen. If reafon
" able and honourable Terms of Accommodation can be. 
" agreed uPQn, I {hall be fatisfied." . 

. No Satisfac
tion can be ex
pdled from the 
French. 

It cannot be imagined that the French will 
give up their Encroachments, by any Man 
that knows their infinite Importance to them; 
and all that they have hitherto done, or can 
be expeCted they will do, is to make Propofal 
after Propofal, taking care ths lail: is more 

favourable than the preceding, knowing you can't except the 
moil 
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mo{\: Favourable they will make, till they have gained further 
footing; and time to be prepared for aU Events, and then 
you may feek Redrefs iR the Uncertainties of a War that 
they are prepared for. For Experience teaches us, that the 
French always employ Times of Negotiation, not in endea
vouring to efface the Remembrance of pail: Outrages, but in 
concerting the Operations for new ones. However, Great
Britain has been fo long a Sufferer by French Perfidy, and 
fo often deluded by the treacherous Negotiations of that faith
lefs Nation, that it cannot be fuppofed that {he will any longer 
liften to their infidious Propofals, than till we are ready at 
Home and Abroad to e:ive them a decifive Blow; therefore 
continuing to negotiate""' with them; while we are preparing 
for War, can do us no InjurY7 but may be very political. 
Nor COl.n it be fupp(j)fed that Great-Britain will fuffer herfelfto 
be again deceived by entering into a Treaty of Accommoda
tion with that perfidious Power, but what fcttles every Point 
in the Treaty, and does not refer the leail: Particular to Com
milfaries, that can poffibly be difputed, in Europe, Ajia, Af
rica, and America ; and not even this till his 
Maj1fy Is rell:ored to his jufi Rights and PolTe(
fions, and has accumulated fo much additional 
Power into his own Hands, as can at all times 
compel them to an exaB: Execlltion, and punc
tual Obfervatioll, of the Treaty. For to come 
to an Accommodation with them on any other 
Terms is only purchafing the Name of Peace, 
and giving Being and Support to new Encroach
ments and a new \Var. But this the haughty 

No Accommo
dation with 
the French til1 
'We''Ve Satif
/allion,& Se
curity, again) 
futurt En. 
croachmmfs & 
Depredations. 

and infolent Gallic will never fubmit to till heartily drubbed 
into it. And certainly there never was a greater Neceffity" 
nor we cannot expeB: a more proper ConjunB:ure for this 
Nation's entering upon the \V ork than the prefent, whether 
we confider the Nature and Greatnefs of the ObjeB: we are 
to contend for, or our Ability, compared with theirs, to carry 
on a War however remote and difcontiguous. 

This Nation has often entered into War to revenge the 
lnfults and lnjures affeB:ing its Merchants and Seamen; Iilnd 
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often only to defend Foreign Prinu!, and to 
fupport the Ballance of Power in Europe, in 
Confequence of Treaties, when neither its 
Trade, N avigatibn~ Territories, nor Subjects 
were affeCted. But the War that is now jufl: 

and necelrary we {hould engage in againfl: France, is uf /iICh a 
Nature as to demand all our Refentment, aroufe all our Cour, 
age. Your Provinces are invaded~ your Towns are burnt, 
many of your Piantations defiroyed or deferted, your ancient 
and faithful Indian Allies and SubjeCts cut off from all Com
munication with you j others of your Fellow SubjeCts mur
dered, fcalped, captivated, and fold at the Price of Black Slavt'S, 
arid many of the refi in imminent Danger of the like melan
choly Catafirophe ; your fairefi and befi Revenues endanger'd. 
Ami all thefe Infults, Injuries, and Barbarities committed by the 
very People we have the Name of Peace with. Your Fathers 
refented every Infringment upon Britijb Liberty, and {ball the 
Blood of Britijh Subje8:s, {bed in an unjuil and cruel Man
ner, cry for no Vengeance from you ? 

Befides thefe Commands to "Var, if we have 
'TlJe Natlll"t not reafonable and honourable Term$ of Accom 4 

and Great· modation fecured to us by the French -forthwith, 
mis uf thf which is as vain to expe8: as that they will yield 
Olje8 'lI.:e us up Cape-Breton &: Cnnada voluptarily,we have 
are/~ WI· the vail Importance of the Northern Colonic!, tm or. upon which ~lfo depends the very Being of your 
Sugar Colonies, that calls for our c1ofe!!: Attention and the moil 
vigorous Efforts of the combined Nerves of the whole Empire. 
It is from the AmC1'ican Colonies our Royal Navy is fupplied 
in a great Mea(ure with Mafis of all Sizes and other Naval 
Stores, as well as our Merchant Ships ; it is from them we 
have our vafl: Fleets of Merchant Ships, and confequently an 
increafe of Seamen ; it is from them our Men of War in the 
American lrorid are on any Occafion man'd, and our Troops 
there augmented and recruited j it is from them we have moil 
of our Silver and Gold either by their Trade with Foreigner! 
~n America, or by the Way of Spain, Portugal, and haly, 
In Payment fQr their immenfe Q,llantities of Fifo, Rice, &c. 

it 
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it is from them we have ~U our Tobacco, Riel, Rum, and moil 
of our Sugars, Dying and other valuable !f70ods, Cotton-lroJ~ 
Pimento, Ginger, buNco, IPhale and Liver Oil and Whale~ 
Bone, BeQver and other Furs, Deer Skins, and innumerable, 
olher Articles, and many of them in fuch Abundance as not 
only to be fufficient for our own Confumptic£l. which other
wife mull: have been bought of Foreigners at exceffive Prices 
in hard Money as formerly, but a great Excefs to export to 
foreigners, which increafes the Ballance in our Favour with 
fome Countries, and leffens the Ballance againil: us in others j 

it is from them our whole Africcn Trade receives its Support, 
Which Trade requires vail: ~antities of tpe Produce and 
Manuf"aures of this Country~ and Eajl-IndiC! Commoditiel 
in return for Gold-Dt{fl, [VOl), Gums, and feveral Sorts of Dy
ing lPOods importe~ IOto Great- Britain ; but were it not far 
Jhe Colonies this could not be done, ali the Trade could not 
he fupported wa$ it not for the vail: Affiftant Profit of Black 
Slav,es for America; it is from them we thall receive, as has 
b~en proved by Experiments, all the Silk., Hemp, flax, Iron~ 
Pot--A/hes~ WIne, Fruit, Olive Oil, Drugs, and in thort all 
the Commodities we are now dependent \JP~nJ and have from, 
F" ~,;!igners in the fa~e Parallels of Latitude in Europe, Barba
ry, and Perfia; it is from them great Part of the Revenue of 
thefe Kingdoms is derived; and it is from them great Part of 
the W ealtl~ we fee, that Credit which circulates, and thofe 
Payments that are made at the Bank and the Bankers in Lon
don refults'~ and they ar~ fo linked in with, and dependent 
upon, the American Revenues and Remittances, that if they 
~fe rui.ned and ftopt~ the whole Syil:em of Public Credit in 
this Country ~ill receive a fatal Shock. But what will your 
Landhold~rs, ManUfaliurer,s, Artificers, Merchants, &c. fay 
of the Importance of your Colonies, and the N eceffiy of going 
to War to regain and preferve them entire, if it cannot be done 
\:Ii' other Means, when they reflect that if they are loil:, they 
~i1l lofe one Third of their'Property and Bufinefs in general; 
for it is certain, that full ane Third of our whole Export of 
the Px:oduce and Manufactures of this Country is to our Co
lonies, and in proportion as'this diminithes or increafes, their 
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Efiates and Bulinefs mull: increa(e or diminilh ; for as in the 
Body Natural a Finger can't ach but the whole feels it, fo 
in the Body Politic the remoteft and moft infignificant of your 
Colonies can't decay, but the Nation muft fuffer with it. 
Therefore the Mother Country muft needs rejuice in the Se
curity and Profperity of everyone of her Colonies, becaufe it 
is her own Security and Profperity; and the Colonies are to 
her as the Feet are to the Natural Body, the Support of the 
whole Political Frame. And they have enabled us to make 
~he Figure we do at prefent, and have done for upwards of a 
Century paft, in the Commercial \V orld, from whwce we 
have derived Wealth, Power and Glory, and the greateft Blef
flngs given Man to know. Confider t~en, if Yol:l ought not 
to direCl: the whole of your Counfels and Arms to fupport a 
War, wherein, with the BeillO" of your State, you al'fert the 
Dignity of your Reputation, the Safety of your Friends, the 
heft Branches of your Revenue, and the Properties of your 
Fellow SubjeCls. 

Thus much for the Neceffity of ~oing to 
Our Ability to War, and the Nature and GreatneiS of the 
ca,.?on a War ObjeCt we are to contend for: And now for 
(tgaznji France. our Ability to fupport a War vigoroufly and 

effectually. 
It is certain that the Excefs of the Sinking Fund, arifing 

from the ReduCtion of the Intereft of the Nat;onaJ Debt, 
amounts to 1,300,0001. per Annum at prefent, ·which with 
the Land Tax raifed tofo1.\r Shillings in the Pound will yield 
2,300,000/. per .A~num over and above the ordinary Services 
of Governmcnt~ The Proprietors of the National Debt de
fire no Part of their Capital, but only the Intereft; therefore 
thi, Sum may be applied to carryon a \Var, and whatever it 
falls deficient for the PurpGfe to 1757, may undoubtedly be bor
rowed at Three per Cent. per Annum. For fuch a facred Re
gard has been paid to public Faith and private Property, o~ 
all Occa/ions, fince the Revolution, that Public Credit has gra
dually extended from that glorious Epocha to the prefent Time, 
and -we were convinced , he other Day that it never was fo 
extenfive as at pre[ent. But in 1757 the Excefs of the Sink-
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ing Fund will be, from the' ReduClion of Interdl, the Salt 
Duty which will then be redeemed, and the Land Tax at 
Four Shillings in the Pound, 3,200,0001. over and above the 
ordinary Exigences of Government, which is fufficient to car:' 
ry on fuch a War as this Country ought, if poffible, to carry 
on, I mean a N aval War in all Parts of the Globe without 
borrowing a Shilling. But if it fhduld be found necdfary, a!O 
it always has been, to divert the Power of France in Europe 
from being wholly bent againfi: this ljland, which if it was you 
would be obliged to keep great Part of your Naval Force at 
home for your own Defence, and confequently annoy and dif-· 
trefs the Enemy the lefs abroad, by attacking them in Europe 
on the Continent, and you fhould want to borrow a Million 
or two per Annum : Such is tl:e flouriihing State of Public 
Credit, ami mufi: contimle to be, from a Senfe that the ex
traordinary Expence can be but'temporar)', and that the Re
venue of 2,201),000 I. per Annum to pay off in Times of Peace 
is perpetual, that you can never want it. So that, however 
great a Paradox it may appear at firfi: Sight, this Country ne
ver was, in point of Finances, fo capable to go to War when 
it did not owe a Shilling, as at this Initant when it owes 
72,000,0001. For when was it that we had a fi:anding Re
venue of 2,200,0001. befides the occafional Million from the 
Land Tax raifed to four Shillings in the Pound, and the or
dinary Services of Government? Or when was Public Credit 
1(>, extenfive for new Loans as at this prefent Time, tho' to 
all Appearance we are at the Eve of a vVar with the moil: 
form.idable Nation in Europe? And has it not often happened 
in former Times, when the Nation owed little or nothing, 
and Government was in the greatefi: Difirefs for Supplies, that 
the People could not, or would not, either payor lend them? 

But what ,a great Aid will this Ability receive if the Oeco
nomy of our American Colonies is put upon a wife and folid 
Foundation for the mutual Interefi: of Great-Britain and her 
Colonies'? Then they will require neither Troops nor Mo
ney from this Country for th~ir own Defence, or t() drive tile 
French out of the New World, or any other Affillance, but 
that of Men of War ~d the Maintenance of the regular 
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Tfoops tha~ have b~en ordered there from hence, let the War 
be ever fo long or difcontiguous) which will be not only pr~
venting a vaft future Expence. but the faving of the whole 
of the prefent for all Ai;zerica, except the regular Troops and 
Men of \Var. 

1\ Fund more than equal to thefe great and necdrary Set:
vices ~n America nia.y be raifed in his MajeJl/s Colonies i~ 
fuch a Manner, 

As will free their Trade and Commerce fro~n i.njudicious 
and deftniaiv~ Impofis and Rei1;dcrions ; 
.. As will put a compleat :l,nd final End to all illicit Trade in 

all our C910nies, whereby Foreign Produce and ManufaCtures, 
dandeftine1y introduced, !hall be uttGrly excluded, and Bri
tifo Produce ano Manufa.Cl:l.\res fubfiituted in lie~ ofthem ; 

As will highly pleafe and oblige the lat;lded, an~ trading 
Interdls of Americ-a in feveral con(idera,ble Branches, and be 
n) more offenfive to them in others than ~ny m.oderate Tax 
for Self-defence, & c.· is to the brave~ and mo{lloyal People 1 

As will be fo apportiot:led as to demand no more of each 
Colony, or each Perfon, than a jufi: and equal Share, a~
cording to their refpea:ive Abilities, . compared witb the 
whole; 

As will fteer clear of all the Difficulties. to the Satisfac
tion of King and People, in appropri,ating and ifruing pub
Jic Money complained of by th~ Crown, which has created 
the greateil Uneafinefs in the Colonies ~ 

As will not opprefs, plagt:te, and harraJs them in the Col
lection, or be momy funk by the Collectors; And, 

As will enable Government to apply it in any Part of Ame
rica, fo that the Strongefi: !hall fupport the Weakeft, ami .the 
unexpofed the expofed, Colony; and all of them !hall act in 
Concert againfl: the Common Enemy, without any of the 
Rifques and Difadvantages of the Albany Plan of a Union. 

Upon thefe Principles and with thefe Views, I fuall hum
bly propofe a Plan in my laft Chapter that appears to me to 
be adequate to thefe importanat Objects; and if it is carried 
into Execution, or fome other that will produce the like Ef
f(;3:s, we need not fear driving the French out of the New-
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Tf'orld, for in our Northern Colonies we have upwards of 
30~oo(l) effeCtive Men, and the French have not 30,000 in 
all New-France and Louifiani. . 

Now let us turn the Tables and look into the <[he State of 
Finances of France; and here we find from Au- the French 
thority that they have anticipated, or funk, their FinonCtl. 

whole Revenue till 176r, [0 that the King has 
not a lingle Branch but what is mortgaged down to that 
Y car at fix or [even per Cent. Interell, and which even he 
cannot rerume without dellroying the whole Sy!l:em of public 
Credit in his Kingdom. But by renewing fome Taxes he 
took off Coon afte r the late 'vVar, and levying the twentieth 
Penny upon the Clergy, he will be enabled to borrow, at 
exorbitant Interell, immenre Sums till his other ReveFlues 
are redeemed. However this mull make his People, with the 
other peculiar Di!l:reffes accompanying a War with us, very 
uneary ; and his Power mufi: be greatly enervated to what 
it would be if his urual Revenues were unincumbered. And 
as to his North- Armrican Colonies, he c~n't raife a Shilling 
in them for their Defence, which with his paying upwards 
of r ,oeo,ooo I. Sterling per Annum in Sublidies to foreign 
Princes, gives the bell Opportunity we can ever expeCt, from 
his Finances, to attack and redu(e his dangerous Power. 

Our Fleet confills of ' more than double the 
Number of Ships and Guns that the French <[he Britilh 
Fleet does. But if the French go on upon the and French 
Plain for reftoring their Navy, that they have Flelfs com· 
purfued ever fince the Peace of Aix La Chapelle, pared. 
their Fleet will in 1761 confifi: of a hundred and twenty 
Ships of the Line, and it does not exceed fixty-four of that 
Size now in the Water and building. Therefore nothing but 
a War can prevent thjs Branch of their Power from becoming 
too great for our Controul, and whenever this {hall be the 
Cat.e, adieu to all that is dear and valuable in this Country. 

Nltwithftanding the Dutch are funk lower in Britith mtd 
the Political World, than evertheirCountry was French AI. 
in the Watery. we have a new and more pow- lialfctJ (om

erful Ally of our own creating than ever they pared. 
were by Land, in the EmpreJs ~mn ; to her we 
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we are to add the EmprtJs oj RujJia, the King oj Poland, who 
is a Subfidiary Ally of ours, the King Elellor oj Han
Dver, the Prince oj HtjJe, the Eletlor oj Bavaria, who is a 
Subfidiary Ally ot ours alfo, and the King oj Sardinia. In op
pofition to there, France has the Kings oj Sweden, Denmark, 
and PrujJia, to whom {he pays annually in Subfidies 725,cool. 
Sterling; and the Eletlor oj ,Cologne, who has alfo a Subfidy 
from her, who it is more than poffible are all the Allies {he 
can depend upon in cafe of a War with us ; for Spain, it is 
almoll: impoffible to imagine will interfere as {he can have 
no lnterell: in the Qyarrel, and it is more elfential to her to 
pre(erve Peace with Great-Britain than all the other Powers 
of Europe; and if {he does not meddle, it is highly probable 
neither Parma nor Naples will, as thofe two Courts are greatly 
fupported and influenced by Spain. But to admit Spain does 
join France and declare againll: U3, her Navy added to that of 
France will then be no more than equal to that of ours in 
Ships and Guns, and the Spaniards cannot man their Fleet, 
nor the French vietual theirs, in time of War, fo as to aet with 
full and combined Force at once. Therefore if this fhould be 
the Cafe, we {hall have nothing to fear but upon the Continent 
of Europe, where there can be no other Authority at prefent 
than mereConjeeture for what part our AlIies,or thofe of Franc"e, 
will aCt, or how far either Side {hall make it the lnterell: of 
fome of the Powers in alliance to maintain a Neutrality, and 
others to t .. ke the Field. But I believe 110 Perf on that knows 
the lnterefi and A bilities of the fev;ral Allies mentioned, will 
deny, but that we are now not only more able to divert the 
Force of France from this Ifland, than in the late War, but 
that we !hall be capable of acting offenflVeIy, and perhaps fo 
effeetually, as to give us an Opportunity to employ the whole 
of our Fleet in annoying and difireffing the Enemy at Sea ill 
all P2rts, and to be able to retain whatever we recover or con
quer in the New-IPorld. But to fuppore we and our Allies 
lhould be beat and difirelfed upon the Continent of Europe, it 
is only giviflg up fame one or other of ourConquefis inA merica, 
and we may whenever we pleafe, or the general State" of 
Em"ope requires it, reconcile jarring Interefis and purchare 
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lepG(e. This was experienced in the late War by the Re
dition of Cape-Breton. And as this was the cafe by the fingle 
Conqueil: of ,Cape-Ereton, when France was in Poffeffion of 
Madrafs and the Netherlands, and Holland lay at their Mercy, 
with an infinitely fuperior Army in the Field to that of the 
Allies, Bullied with a long Courfe of uninterrupted ViCtories, 
what Terms cannot you command for yourfelves and your 
Allies, when you have all their American Colonies in your 
Poffeffion ; which, with proper ConduCt, and the B1effing of 
God, that we are the more intitled to expeCt from the Jufiice 
of our Caufe, mufi be the Cafe in a few Years after War 
commences? 

<[he Ztal 
1l11d Unani
mity 0/ hil 
Majefty's 
Suijelll, a 

.further En-

To .thefe Conr~derations,it may not be mal
a'propos to add, that his Majejly having ever 
made the Laws of the Land the ,Rule of his 
Actions, and· exercifed the Prerogatives of the 
Crown with that Mildnefs, Jufiice, and Propriety 
as on all Occafions to make them, what they 
were by our excellent Confiitution of Govern-

Bl 
coul'lIgemenl 

ment intended for, a efi"mg to the People; for til to go 
and his having employed for a Number of Years ID War. 
that upright, moderate, _ impartial, prudent and 
wife Minifter, who was lately too fuddenly fnatched to Glory, 
the Minds of Men have been reconciled, and his Majefiy, 
his Family, and his Government are efiablifhed in the Hearts 
and AffeCtions of his SubjeCts ult'.lnimoully, which is the 
firongefi and beft Balis a Throne can be founded upon. 
Therefore France, nor any other Enemy of his Majejly, his 
Government, and thefe Kingdoms, cannot have the leafl: 

.Encouragement to hQpe for.a Rebellion in this Country, or 
the leafi Countenance and -affiftance in invading it from a
mongfi ourfdves. And a War with France muft appear fo 
juft and necelfary to every Man, and our Ability -to carry it 
on fo fuperior to whatever it was at any other time, that it 
is impofi"ilile but the whole People fhollid be unanimous for 
-it, and their whole Thoughts bent upon no other public En
terprize, but revenging the W fongs and Indignities impofed 
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upon us by Frtlncf. And this they .have given an Earnefl: 
o.f, by the upparallelled .spirit. and vigorous J.\ffubncc all 
Ranks, in all Parts, have exhibi.ted on the Pro{p~a of.a 'V ar. 

Upon the whole, fu~h is the State of o.ur Affairs iu every 
part of hi.s lJf(ljif/y's Dominions" the S.fate of F}'rJ1.Zce, all~l 
the general State of Europe, that yve never can exp~a fuch 
another favourable Coincidence of fuch a Vari<:ty of ,Con
fidel ations for entering into a War with Fral1cf{) ,to maintain 
our Ronolll" ana In8!lence, Oldr Col<mies, our Commerce and 
Riches, indeeu our Lives and Liberties. And it is abfurd to 
fuppofe we fhalj ever be ftronger for a War, in Proportion 
to the growing Power of France, than we are now. 

:rJ)e End of the THIRD CHAPTJi:R. 

~~~~~~~w~~~~~ 

The Author of tbeforegoing gives Notice, that 
the reil: of this Work will: be p~biihed with 
all poffible Difpatch in London; and as we 

. Jillay expect the other Copy by th~ firfr Vef-
fel from thence, it will be publifhed here for 
the great Benefit to the Pla.ntations in general. 
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A Summary, Hiilorical" and Political, 
Of the fint Planting, progreffive Improvemel'lts, and prefent 
State of the BritHh Settlements in North-America. 

By W[LLIAM DOUGLASS, M. D. 

The Fir1\; Volume contains, 
1. Some general Account of ancient and modern Colonies, 

the grantin,\ and fettling of the Britilh Continent and Weft·' ndia 
, Hland Colonies, with {orne tranlient Rem~fks 'concerning the ad· 
joining French and SpaniOl Settlements, ~nd other, Remarks of 
various Natures. II., The Hudfon's Bay Company'g Lodges, Fur 
and Skin Trade. Ill. Newtoun.dland Ji!arbdurs, and Cod Fifhery. 
IV. The Province of l'Accadie or Nova 'Scotia; -with the Vicifli· 
tudes of the Property and Jurifdiction thereot,and its pre(enl Star~. 
V. The {evenl Grants at Sagadahock, P'rovince of Main, MafI'a
chufett$-Bay, and New Plymouth, united 1;,y a new Charter in the 
prefent Province of MafI'achuietts Ray, commonly called NeVl-
England. , 

The Second Volume Contains, 
J. New Hampfhfre, including the Northun Settlements of 

MafI'achufetts-Bay, lately adjudged to the Crown, and an'nexed to 
that Province: n. Rhode-Bland, including II Put of Plymouth 
late Colony, lately adjudged to Rhode-1fland Colony. Ill. Con
necticut, according to the Boundaries refpetlivcly [fttled l by Com
miHioners with MafI'achu(et1s Bay. New- York, and Rhode dland; 
and confirmed by the King in Council. IV. New- York, ac
cording to their divifional Line f~tded with the Proprietors of 
Ea1\;. Jerfeys, Anno J 719; by l:ommi$oners appointed by the Le
giflatures of both Provinces, and confirmed by the King in Coun. 
cil. V. The Eaft and We1\; Jerfey~, two difiinct Grants: the 
Proprietors furrendred the Govcl'Ilment to the Crown, Anna, J 70z. 
Being [mall the Crown has united'them, under Ollt Jurifditlion or 
Government. VI. Pen{ylvania; Two difiintl Governments or 
Legiflatures, but under one Governor; - becaufe the Property of 
one Family. VII. Maryland, 110rd Baltimore's Property. The 
Boundaries not as yet rettled· with PI'ftn'S Family. 
'" * * 171 the Courje if this Hifiory. the Author js 'IIlry porticu/ar 

i71 hi; Amunts if the French Colon in in America, ,beir Di/
NCieries 1I11d Selllements, Ihfir Attempts upon Annapolis: Aifo 
the French and Indian Wars; whICh may be 0/ great Servlu. 
at this Cfime, if (ort/ully perujfd by thr;fe who have the G(j~d 
0/ their Country at HMI t. 

N. B. The Second Vol. may be had whhout the Firfr. 


