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MESSAGE.

Fellow-ciitzens of the Senate
and of the House of Representatives :

I congratulate you and our common constituency upon the favorable
auspices under which you meet for your first session.  Our eountry is at
peace with all the world. The agitation which, for a time, threatened to
disturb the fraternal relations which make us one people, is fast subsiding,
aund a year of general prosperity and health has crowned the nation with
unusual blessings. None can look back to the dangers which are passed,
or forward to the bright prospect before us, without feeling a thrill of
gratification, at the same time that he must be impressed with a grateful
sense of our profound obligations to a beneficent Providence, whose paternal
care is so manifest in the happiness of this highly-favored land.

Since the close of the last Congress, certain Cubans, and other foreigners
resident in the United States, who were more or less concerned in the
previous invasion of Cuba, instead of being discouraged by its failure, have
again abused the hospitality of this country, by making it the scene of the
equipment of another military expedition against that possession of her
Catholic majesty, in which they were countenanced, aided, and joined by
citizens of the United States. On receiving intelligence that such designs
were entertained, I lost no time in issuing such instructions to the proper
officers of the United States, as seemed to be called for by the occasion.
By the proclamation, a copy of which is herewith submitted, T also warned
those who might be in danger of being inveigled into this scheme, of its
unlawful character, and of the penalties which they would incur. For some
time. there was reason to hope that these measures had sufficed to prevent
any such attempt. This hope, however, proved to be delusive. Very
early in the morning of the third of August, a steamer called the Pampero
departed -from New Orleans for Cuba, having on board upwards of four
hundred armed men, with evident intentions to make war upon the author-
ities of the island. This expedition was set on foot, in palpable violation of
the laws of the United States. Its leader was a Spaniard, and several of
the chiet officers, and some others engaged in it, were foreigners. The
persons composing it, however, were mostly citizens of the United States.

Before the expedition set out, and probably before it was organized, a
slight insurrectionary movement, which appears to have been soon suppress-
ed, had taken place in the eastern quarter of Cuba. The importance of
this movement was unfortunately so much exaggerated in the accounts of it
published in this country, that these adventurers seem to have been led to
believe that the Creole population of the island not only desired to throw
off the authority of the mother country, but had resolved upon that step,
and had begun a well-concerted enterprise for effecting it. The persons
engaged in the expedition were generally young and ill-informed. The
steamer in which they embarked left New Orleans stealthily and without a
clearance. After touching at Key West, she proceeded to the coast of
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Cuba, and, on the night between the 11th and 12th of August, landed the
persons on board at Playtas, within about twenty leagues of Havana.

The main body of them proceeded to, and took possession of, an inland
village, six leagues distant, leaving others to follow in charge of the bag-
gage, as soon as the means of transportation could be obtained. 'Ithe lat-
ter, having taken up their line of march to connect themselves with the
main body, and having proceeded about four leagues into the country, were
attacked on the morning of the 13th by a body of Spanish troops, and a
bloody conflict ensued ; after which they retreated to the place of disem-
barkation, where about fifty of them obtained boats and re-embarked there-
in. They were, however, intercepted among the keys near the shore by
a Spanish steamer cruising on the coast, captured and carried to Havana,
and, after being examined before a military court, were sentenced to be
publicly executed, und the sentence was carried into effect on the 16th of
August. »

On receiving information of what had occurred, Commodore Foxhall A.
Parker was instructed to proceed in the steam-frigate Saranac to Havana,
and inquire into the charges against the persons executed, the circum-
stances under which they were taken, and whatsoever referred to their trial
and sentence. Copies of the instructions from the Department of State to
him, and of his letters to that Department, are herewith submitted.

According to the record of the examination, the prisoners all admitted
the offences charged against them, of being hostile invaders of the island.
At the time of their trial and execution, the main body of the invaders was
still in the field, making war upon the Spanish authorities and Spanish sub-
jects. ~After the lapse of some days, heing overcome by the Spanish troops,
they dispersed on the 24th of August; Lopez, their leader, was captured
some days after, and executed on the 1st of September. Many of his re-
maining followers were killed, or died of hunger and fatigue, and the rest
were made prisoners. Of these, none appear to have been tried or execu-
ted. Several of them were pardoned upon application of their friends and
others, and the rest, about one hundred and sixty in number, were sent to
Spain. Or the final disposition made of these, we have no official informa-
tion. ,

Such is the melancholy result of this illegal and ill-fated expedition.
Thus, thoughtless young men have been induced, by false and fraudulent re-
presentations, to violate the law of their country, through rash and un-
founded expectations of assisting to accomplish political revolutions in other
States, and have lost their lives in the undertaking. Too severe a judg-
ment can hardly be passed by the indignant sense of the community, upon
those who, being better informed themselves, have vet led away the ardor
of youth and an 1ll-directed love of political liberty. The correspondence
between this Government and that of Spuain relating to this transaction is
herewith communicated. : :

Although these offenders against the laws have forfeited the protection
of their country, yet the Government may, so far as is consistent with its
obligations to other countries, and its fixed purpose to maintain and enforce
the laws, entertain sympathy for their unoffending families and friends, as
well as -a feeling of compassion for themselves.” Accordingly, ne proper
effort has been spared, and none will be spared, to procure the release of
such citiz_ens of the Uni.te(l Stz_ltes,' engaged in this unlawful enterprise, as
are now in coniinement in Spain; but 1t is to be hoped that such mnterpo-
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sition with the government of that country may not be considered as afford-
ing any ground of expectation that the Government of the United States
will, hereafter, feel itself under any obligation of duty to intercede for the
liberation or pardon of such persons as are flagrant offenders against the,
law of nations and the laws of the United States. These laws must be
executed. If we desire to maintain our respectability among the netions
of the earth, it behoves us to enforce steadily and sternly the neutrality
acts passed by Congress, and to follow, as far as may be, the violation of
those acts with condign punishment,

But what gives a peculiar criminality to this invasion of Cubu, is. that
under the lead of Spamish subjects and with the aid of citizens: of the
United States, it had its origin, with many, in motives of cupidity. Money
was advanced by individuals, probably in consideratle amounts, to purchase
Cuban bonds, as they have heen called, issued by Lopez, sold, doubtless,
at a very large discount, and for the payinent of which the public lands
and public property of Cuba, of whatever kind, and the fiscal resources of
the people and government of that island, fros whatever source to be de-
rived, were pledged, as well as the good fuith of the government expecte:d
to be established. Al tifese wcuns of payment, it is evident, were only to
be obtained Dy a process of bloodshed, war, and revoiution. None will
deny that those who set on foot military expeditions against foreign States
by means like these, are far more culpable than the ignorant and the neces-
sttous whom they induce to go forth as the ostensible parties in the pro-
ceeding. These originators of the invasion of Cuba seem to have deter-
mined, with coolness and system, upon an undertaking which should disgrace
their country, violate its laws, and put to hazerd the lives of ill-informed
and deluded mei.  You will consider whether turther legislation be neces-
sary to prevent the perpetration of such otfences in future.

No individuals have a right to hazard the peace of the country, or to
violate its laws, upcn vague notions of altering or reforming governments in
other States. This principle is not only reasonable in itselt, and in accord-
ance with public law, but is engrafted into the codes of other nations as well
as our own. But while such are the sentiments of this Government, it may
be added that cvery independent nation must be presumed to be able to
defend its possessions against unauthorized individuals banded together to
attack them. The Government of the United States, at all times since its
establishment, has «bstained, and has sought to restrain the citizens of the
country from entering into controversies between other powers, and to ob-
serve all the duties of neutrality. At an early period of the Government,
in the adininistration of Washington, several laws were passed for this pur-

ose. The main provisions of these laws were re-enacted by the act of April,
1818, by which, among other things, it was declared that if any person
shall, within the territory or jurisdiction of the United States, begin, or set
on foet, or provide, or prepare the means for any military expedition or
enterprise to be carried on from thence against the territory or dominion of
any foreign prince or State, or of any colony, district, or people with whom
the United States are at peace, every person so offending shall be deemed
gailty of a high misdemeanor, and shall be fined not exceeding three thou-
sand dollars, and imprisoned not more than three years; and this law has
been executed and enforced, to the full extent of the power of the Govern-
ment, from that day to this. . )

In proclaiming and adhering to the doctrine of neutrality and non-inter-
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vention, the United States have not followed the lead of - other civilized
nations; they have taken the lead themselves, and have been followed by
others. This was admitted by one of the most eminent of modern British

.statesmen, who said in Parliament, while a member of the crown, “that,_lf
he wished for a guide in a system of neutrality, be should take that laid
down by America in the days of Washington and the Secretaryship of Jef-
ferson;’’ and we see, in fact, that the act of Congress of 151> was follow-
ed, the succeeding year, by an act of the Parlianent of England, substan-
tially the same in its general provisions. Up to that time there had been
no sumilar law in England, except certain highly penal statutes passed in
the reign of George I1., prohibiting English subjects from enlisting in foreign
service, the avowed ohject of which statutes was, that foreign armies, raised
for the purpose of restoring the house of Stuart ti the throne, shoakl not
be strengthened by recruits from England herself.

- All must see that dificulties may arise in carrying the laws referred to
into execution in a country now having three or four thousand :iles of sea-
coast, with an infinite number of ports and harbors and small inlets, from
some of which unlawful expeditions may suddenly set forth, without the
knowledge of Government, against the possessions of foreign States.

Friendly relations with all, but entangling alliances with none, has long
been a maxim with us.  Our true inission is not to propagate our opinions,
or impose upon other countries our form of government, by artitice or force;
but to teach by exawmple, and show by our success, moderation and justice,
the blessings of sclf-government, and the advantages of free institutions.
Let every people choose for 1tself, and make and alter its political institu-
tions to suit its own condition and convenience. But, while we avow and
maintain this neutral policy curselves, we are anxious to see the same for-
bearance on the part of other nations, whose forms of government are differ-
ent from our own. The deep interest which we fuel in the spread of liberal
principles and the establishroent of free governments, and the sympathy with
which we witness every strugele against oppression, forbid that we should
be indifferent to a case in which the strong arm of a foreign power is in-
voked to stile public scatiment and repress the spirit of freedom in any
<country.

The governmeats of Great Britain and France have issued orders to their
naval commanders on the West India station to prevent by force, if neces-
:sary, the landing of adventurers from any nation on the Island of Cuba
with hostile intent. The copy of 4 memorandum of a conversation on this
subject between the Chargé (" Affaires of her Britannic Majesty, and the
Acting Secretary of State, and of a subsequent note of the former to the
Department of State, are herewith submitted, together with a copy of a
note of the Acting Secretary of State to the Minister of the French repub-
lic, and of the repiy of the [atter, on the same subject. These papers will
acquaint you with the grounds of this interposition of the two leading com-
mercial powers of Europe, and with the apprehensions, which this Govern-
ment could not fail to entertain, that such interposition, if carried into
effect, might lead to abuses in derogation of the maritime rights of the
United States. The maritime rights of the United States are founded on
a firm, secure, and well-defined basis; they stand upon the ground of

- National Independence and public law, and will be maintained in all their

full and just extent.

The principle which this Government has heretofore solemnly announced
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it still adheres to, and wili maintain under all circumstances and at all
hazards. That principle is, that in every regularly documented merchant
vessel, ‘the crew who navigate it, and those on hoard of it, will find their
protection in the flag which is over them. No American ship can be-ul-
lowed to be visited or searched for the purpose of ascertaining the charac-
ter of\md:vlduals on board, nor can there be allowed any watch by the ves-
sels of any foreign nation over American vessels on the coust of the United
States or the seas adjacent thereto. It will be seen by the last communi-
cation from the British Chargé d’ Affaires to the Department of State, that
he is suthorized to assure the Secretary of State that every care will he
taken that, in executing the preventive measures against the expeditions
which the United States Govermnent itself has denounced as not being en-
titled to the proteetion of any government, no interference shall take place
with the lawful commerce of any nation.
. In addition to the correspondence on this subject, herewith submitted,
official information has been received at the Department of State of assur-
ances by the French government that, in the orders given to the Frenrch
naval forces, they were expressly instructed, in any operations they might
engage in, to.respect the flag of the United States wherever it might appear,
and to commit no uct of hostility upon any vessel or armament under its
protection.

Ministers and consuls of foreign nations are the means and azents of com-
munication between us and those nations, and it is of the utmost importance
that, while residing in the country, they should feel a perfect security so
long as they faithfully discharge their respective duties and are quilty of no
viclation of our laws. This is the adinitted law of nations, and no
country has a deeper interest in maintaining it than the United States. Our
commerce spreads over every sea and visits every clime, and our ministers
and censuls are appointed to protect the interests of that commerce, as well
as to guard the peace of the country and maintain the honor of its tlag.
But how can they discharge these duties unless they be themselves pro-
tected ; and, if protected, it must be by the laws of the country in which
they reside. And what is due to our own public functionaries residing in
- foreign nations, is exactly the measure of what is due to the functionaries of

other governments residing here. As in war, the bearers of flags of truce
are sacred, or else wars would be interminable: so in peace, embassidors,
" public ministers, and consuls, charged with friendly national intercourse, arc
objects of especial respect and protection, each according to the rights belong-
ing to his rank and station. In view of these important principles, it is with
deep mortification and regret I announce to you that, during the e¢xcitement
growing out of the executions at Havana, the office of her Catholic majesty s
consul at New Orleans was assailed by a mob, his property destroyed, the
Spanish flag found in the office carried off and torn in pieces, and he himself
“induced to flee for his personal safety, which he supposed to be in danger.
~ On receiving intelligence of these events, I forthwith directed the attorney
of the United States residing at New Orleans to inquire into the facts and
the extent of the pecuniary loss sustained by the consul, with the intention
of laying them before you, that you might make provision for such in-
demnity to him as a just regard for the honor of the nation and the respect
* which is due to a friendly power might, in your judgment, seem to require.
. 'The corrcspondence upon this subject between the Secretary of State and
- her Catholic majesty’s minister plenipotentiary is herewith transmitted.
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The occurrence at New Orleans has led me to give my attention to the
state of our laws in regard to foreign embassadors, ministers, and consuls.
I think the legisiation of the country is deficient in not providing sufficient-
ly either for the protection or the punishment of consuls. I therefcre re-
comuend the subject to the consideration of Congress.

Your attention is again invited to the question of reciprocal trade be-
tween.the United Niates and Canada and other British possessions near our
irontier. Overtures for a vonvention upon this subject have been received
from her Britannic Majesty’s Minister Plenipotentiary, but it seems to be in
many respects preferable that the matter should be regulated by reciprocal
legislation.  Documents are laid before you showing the terms which the
British government is willing to offer, and the measures which it may adopt,
if some arrangeent upon this subject shall not be made.

I'rom the accompanying copy of a note from the British Legatisn at
Washington, and the reply of the Department of State thereto, it will appear
that her Britaunic Majesty’s government is desirous that a part of the
banndary line between Oregon and the British possessions should be
authoritatively marked out, and that an intention was expressed to apply to
Congress for an appropriation to defray the expense therect on the part of
the United States.  Your attention to this subject is accordingly invited,
and a proper appropriation recommended.

A covvention ior the adjustment of claims of citizens of the United States
against Portugal, has hecn concluded, and the ratifications have been
exchanged.  The first instalment of the amount to be paid by Portugal fell
due on the 30th of September last, and has been paid.

The President of the French republic, according to the provisions of the
convention, has Heen selected as arbiter in the case of the General Arm-
strong, and has signified that he accepts the trust, and the high satisfaction
he feels in acting as the common friend of two nations with which France
i« united by sentiments of sincere and lasting amity.

The Turkish government has expressed its thanks for the kind reception
given to the Sulfan’s agent, Amin Bey, on the occasion of his recent visit
to the United States. On the 2xth of February last, a despatch was
addressed by the Secretary of State to Mr, Marsh, the American minister at
Constantinople, instructing him to ask of the Turkish government permis-
sion for the Hungarians, then imprisoned within the dominions of the
Sublime Porte, to remove to this country. On the 3d of March last, both
houses of Congress passed a resolution, requesting the President to authorize
the employment of a public vessel to convey to this country Louis Kossuth
and his associates in captivity. ,

The instruction above referred to was complied with, and the Turkish’
government having released Governor Kossuth and his companions from
prison, on the 10th of September last they embarked on board of the United
States stearn-frigate Mississippi, which was selected to carry into effect the
resolution of Congress.  Governor Kossuth left the Mississippi at Gibraltar,
for the purpose of making a visit to England, and may shortly be expected
in New York. By communications to the Department of State he has ex-

pressed his grateful acknowledgments for the interposition of this Govern-
ment in behalf of himself and his associates. This country has been justly
regarded as a safe asxlum for those whom political events have exiled from
their own homes in urope ; and it is recommended to Congress to consider
~in what manner Governor Kossuth and his companiors, brought hither by
its authority, shall be received and treated. '
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Itis earnestly to be hoped that the differences which have for some time
past been pending between the Coverament of the [Mrexels republic and that
of the Sandwich Islands, may be peaceably and duwrably adjusted, so s to
secure the independence of those ilunds. Long bhefore the events which
have of late imparted so much importance to the possessiors of the United
States on the Darific. we ccknowledged the independence of the Hawalian
government. This Government was first in toking thel step, and several of

. the leading powers of BEurope tmunediztely fellowsd. We were influenced

in this measure by the evisting and prospective importanee of  the islands
as a place of refuge and vefreshment for our vessels cngaged o the
whale fishery, and by the consideration thet they lie in the course of the
great trade which must, at no distant day, be carried on hetwen the
western coast of North America and Eastern Asia,

We were also influenced by a desire that those islands should ot pass

under the control of any other great maritin:e State, but shou!d remain in ar
independent condition, and so he accegsiile and useful to the comerce of
all nations. I need not say that the impoiteuee of these considerations
has been greatly enhanced hy the suddei and vast developrent which the
interests of the United States have attained in Californic and Qregon; an
the policy heretofore adopted in regard to those islands will be steadily
pursued,
- It is gratifying not only to those who consider the commercial Taterests
of nations, but alea to all who fiuvor the progress of knowledee sud the
diffusion of religion, to see a community emcrge focn, a suvage state and
attain such a degree of civilization in those distant sexs.

It is much 1o be deplored that the internal tranquillity of the Mesien
republic should aguin be sesiously disturbed 5 for, since the peace betweer
that republic and the United States, 1t had enjoyed sucls cauparitive repose
that the most fuvorable antiviputions for the future anight, with o degrec of
confidence, have been Indulued,  These, bowever, Love heen thwarted by
the recent autbrealc in the St:ie of Tamaulipas, on the right Lank of the
Rio Bravo. aving received information that persons from the Unitec
States had taken part in the insuriection, and apprehending that their ex-
ample might be tollowed by (_)the‘rs, I .c_aused m.'f‘.ers to be issued for the
purpose of preventing any hostile expeditions against Mexico from being
set on foot in violation of the laws of the United S ates. I likewis: lvsine
a proclamation upen the subject, a copy of which iv herewith Tuid beforc
you. This appeared to be renderad imperative by the obligations o
treaties and the general duties of good neighborhood.

In my last annual message I informed Congress that citizens of the
United States had undertaken the connection of the two oceans by means
of a railroad across the Isthmud of Tehuantepec, under a grant of the
Mexican government to a citizen of that republic; and that this enterprise
would probably be prosecuted with energy whenever Mexico should con-
sent to such stipulations with the government of the Urited States as shoule
impart a feeling of security to those who should invest their property i
the enterprise. .

A convention between the two governments for the acroilishment o
that end has been ratified by this Government, and only awuits the decisior
of the Congress and the Executive of that republic.

_ Some unexpected difficulties and delays have arisen in the ratification ol
that convention by Mexico, but it is to be presumed that her decision wil
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be governed by just and enlightened views, as wel.]_ of. the general nnport-
ance of the object. us of her own interests and obligations. ; )

In negotiating upon this impcrtant subject, this government has had in
view oue, and only cne object.  That olicct has Leen, and s, the cen-
seruetion or atlaimment of a passage from ocesn to ocean, the shortest and
the hest for travelers and merchondise, and equally cpen to all the world.
It has scught to chtain no territorial ceguisition, nor any advantages pecu-
liwr t5 itself; and it would see, with the greatest regret, that Mexico-
should oppose uny chstucle to the accomplishment of zn enterprise which
premices so much convenicnce to the whoie commercial world, and such
eminent advinteges to Mexico herself. Tmipressed with these sentiments

"zl these convictions, the eovernment wiil continue to exert all proper
ciforts to bring alout the necessury errangement with the republic of
Mexico for the speedy completion of the work.

For soine months past, the republic of Nicaragua has been the theaire of
one of these civil cenvulsions from whick the cause of free instituticus and
the general prosperity and social prodress of the States of Central Aweriva
huve so often and w0 severely sutfered.  Until quiet shall have been restored,
and @ vovermaent apparently stable shall have been organized, no advance
can pricleatly be made ia dispesing of the questions pending between the
o ('O’JH{YE(J.".

! am happy to znnounce that an inter-oceunic communicaticn from the
moth of the t. John to the Pacitic has been so fur accompiished ws that
passengers have wctually traversed it, and merchandise has been transported
over it; and when the canal shall have been completed according to the
oripingl plan, the means of communication will be further improved. Tt is
understood that a considerable part of the railroad across the Isthmus of
Panama hus been completed, and that the mail and passengers will in future
Le conveyed thereon.

Whichever of the several routes between the two oceans may ultimately
prove most eligible for travellers to and from the different Stutes on the
Atlantic and Gelf of Mexico and our coast on the Pacific, there is little
reason to doubt thaet all of thew will be usefii to the public, and will libe-
rally reward that individual enterprise by which alone they have been or
are expected to be carried into effect.

Peace has been concluded between the contending parties in the island of
St. Domingo, «nd, it is hoped, upon a duralle basis. Such is the extent of
our commercial relations with that island, that the United States cannot il
to feel a strong interest in its tranquillity. g

The office of commissioner to China remains unfilled ; several persons
have been appointed, and the place has been offered to others, all of whom
have declined its acceptance, on the ground of the inadequacy of the com-
pensation. The annual allowance by law is six thousand dollars, and there

‘is no provision for any outfit. I earnestly recommend the consideration of
this subject to Congress.  Our commerce with China is highly important,
and is becoming more and more so, in consequence of the increasing inter-
course between our ports on the Pacific coast, and Eastern Asia. China is
understood to be a country in which living is very expensive, and I know
of no reasou why the Ameiican commissioner sent thither should not be
placed, in regard to compensation, on an equal footing with ministers who
represent this country at the courts of Europe.

By reference to the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, it will be
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seen that the aggregate receipts for the last fiscal year amounted to

$§2,312,979.87; which, with 1}:)he ‘balance in the treasugy on the 1st Jul;

1850, gave, as the available means for the year, the sum of RN, l7,5“24.36f
The total expenditures for the same period were %1% (1)3,375.455.

The total imports for the year ending 30th June, 1351, were- -%215.725.995

N K 9l =7y
Of which there were in SPECIE===mmmmme o e 4,967 901
The exports for the same period were - = -==zaueo ... 217;517:13()
‘Of which there were of domestic products- - - - 817,546,355

Foreign goods re-exported-----<---coo._.. 9,73%.695

Specie- - - - - e e e eemeaemcemiaeaoo. 249 231 8S0

: %217 517,159
Since the 1st of December last, the payments in cash en account of the
public debt, exclusive of interest, have amounted to 57,501,436.56 ; which,
however, includes the sum of $3,242,100 paid under the-twelfth article of
the treaty with Mexico, and the further sum of %2391 243,45, being the
amount of awaris to Anerican citizens under the fute treaty with Mexico,
for which the issue of stock was authorized, but which was patd 1n cash
from the Treasury. h

The public debt on the 20th ultimo, exclusive of the stock authorize! to
be issued to Texas by the act of 9th September, 1350, was %15:2,560,345.26.

The receipts for the next fiscal year are estimated at %51 500,000;
which, with the probable unappropriated balance in the Treusury on the
30th June next, will give, as the probable available means tor that year, the
sum of $63,254,743.09.

[t has been deemed proper, in view of the large expenditures consequent
upon the acquisition of territoryafrom Mexico, that the ostimates for the
next fiscal vear should,be laid before Congress in such manner as to distin-
guish the expenditures so required from the otherwise ordinary demands
upon the Treasury.

The total expenditures for the mext fiscal year are estimated at
$42,592,299.1%, of which there is required for the ordinary purposes of
the Government, other than those consequent upon the acquisition of ow
new Territories, and deducting the payments on account of the public deht,
the sum of $33,343,195.(04: and for the purposes connected directly or in-
directly with those Territories, and in the fulfilment of the obligations ol
the Government, contracted in consequence of their acquisition, the sum «;
$9,549,101.11.

If the views of the Secretary of the Treasury in reference to the ex-
penditures required for these Territories shall be met by corresponding
action on the part of Congress, and appropriations made in accordance
therewith, there will be an estimated unappropriated balance in the Trea-
sury on the 30th June, 1353, of $20,366,413.90, wherewith to meet that
portion of the public debt due on the 1st of July foilowinz, amounting ta
$6,237,931.35, as well as any appropriations which may be made beyond
the estimates. . ,

In thus referring to.the estimated expenditures on account of our newly-
acquired territories, I nfay express the hope that Congress will concur with
me in the desire that a liberal course of policy may be pursued towards
‘them, and that every obligation, express or implied, entered into in conse-
quence of their acquisition, shall be fulfilled by the most liberal appropria-
tions for that purpose. , o

The values of our domestic exports for the last fiscal year, as compared
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with those of the previous year, exhibit an increase of ¥43,646,322. At
first view, this condition of our trade with foreigh nations would seem to
present the most flattering hopes of its future prosperity. An examination
of the details of our exports, however, will show that the increased value
of our exports for the last fiscal year is to he found in the high price of
cotton which prevailed during the first half of that year, which price has
since declined about one-half.

The wvalue of cur exports of hicadstuffs and provisions, which it was
supposed the incentive of @ low tariff and large 1mportations from abroad
would have greatly augmented, Las fallen from 563,701,921 in 1347, to
$26.051,373 in 1550, and to %21,545.633 in I851, with a strong pro-
bability, amounting «lmost to a certainty, of a still further reduction in the
current year.

The aggregate values of rice exported during the last fiscal year, as
compared with the previous year, aiso exhibit a decrease amounting to
%1460,917, which, with a decline in the values of the exports of tobacco
for the same period, make an aggregate decrease in these two articles of’
%1,156,751. .

The policy which dictated « low rate of duties on foreign merchandise,.
it was thought by those who promoted and established it, would tend to
beneiit the farming population of this country, by increasing the demand
and raising the price of agricultur«] products mn foreign 1narkets.

The foregoing facts, however, scemn to show incontestibly, that no such
result has followed the adoption of this policy. On the contrary, notwith-.
standing the repeal of the restrictive corn laws in England, the foreign
demand for the products of the American farmer has steadily declined,
since the short crops and consequent famine in a portion of Europe have
teen happily repleced by full erops and comparative abundance of food.

It will be sven, by recurring to the commercial statistics for the past
year, that the value of our domestic exports has been increased in the
single item of raw cotton, by 540,000,000 over the value of that export
for the year preceding. This is not due to any increased general demand
for that article, but to the short crop of the preceding year, which created
an increased demand and an augmented price for the crop of last year.
Should the cotton crop now going forward to market be only equal in
quantity to that of the year preceding, and be sold at the present prices,.
then there would be « falling off in the value of our exports, for the present
fiscal year, of at least $40,000,000, compared with the amount exported
for the year ending 30th June, 1851, :

The production of gold in Calitoriia, for the past year, seeins to promise
a large supply of that metal from that quarter for some time to come..
This large annual increase of the currency of the world must be attended
with its usual results. These have been already partially disclosed, in the
enhancement of prices, and a rising spirit of speculation and adventure,
tending to overtrading, as well «t home as abroad. Unless some salutary
check shall be given to these tendencics, it is to be feared that importations
of foreign goods, beyond a healthy demand in this country, will lead to a
sudden drain of the precious metals from us, bringing with it, as it has
done 1n former times, the most disasirous consequences to the business and
capital of the American people.

- The exports of specie to liquidate our foreign debt during the past fiscal
year have been 24,263,979 over the amount of specie imported. The ex-
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ports of specie during the first quarter of the present fiscal year have been

‘ $14,§5_1,827. Should specie continue to be }exported at t}his rate for the
remaining three quarters of this year, it will drain from our metalic cur-
rency during the year ending 30th June, 1852, the enormous amount of
$58,607,308. _

In the present prosperous condition of the national finances, it will be-
come the duty of Congress to consider the best mode of paying off the pub-
lic debt. If the present and unticipated surplus in the Treasury should not
be absorbed by appropriations of an extraordinary character, this surplus
should be employed in such way, and under such’ restrictions as Congress
may enact, in extinguishing the outstanding debt of the nation.

By reference to the act of Congress approved 9th September, 1850, it
will be seen that, in ‘consideration of certain concessions by the State of
Texas, it is provided that the ¢ United States shall pay to the State of
Texas the sum of ten millions of dollars, in a stock bearing five per cent.
Interest, and redeemable at the end of fourteen years, the interest payable
half yearly at the Treasury of the United States.”

In the saine section of the law it is further provided ¢ that no more than
five millions of said stock shall be issued until the creditors of the State
holding bonds and other certificates of stock of Texas, for which duties on
imports were specially pledged, shall first file at the Treasury of the United
States releases of all claims against the United States, for or on account of
said bonds or certificates, in such forin as shall be prescribed by the Secre-
tary of the Treasury, and approved by the President of the United States.”

The form of release thus provided for has been prescribed by the Secre-
tary of the Treasury, and approved. It has been published in all the
leading newspapers in the commercial cities of the United States, and all
persons holding claims of the kind specified in the foregoing proviso were
required to file their releases (in the form thus prescribed) in the Treasury
of the United States, on or before the 1st day of October, 1351. Although
this publication has been continued from the 25th day of March, 1851, yet
up to the 1st of October last comparatively few releases had been filed by
the creditors of Texas.

The authorities of the State of Texas, at the request of the Secretary of
the Treasury, have furnished a schedule of the public debt of that State
created prior to her admission into the Union, with a copy of the laws
under which each class was contracted.

I have, from the documents furnished by the state of Texas, determined
the classes of claims which in my judgment fall within the provisions of
the act of Congress of the 9th of September, 1850. )

On being officially informed of the acceptance by Texas of the proposi-
tions contained in the act referred to, I caused the stock to be prepared,
and the five millions which are to be issued unconditionally, bearing an in-
terest of five per cent. from the 1st day of January, 1851, have been for
some time ready to be delivered to the state of Texas. The authorities of
Texas, up to the present time, have not authorized any one to receive this
stock, and it remains in the Treasury Department, subject to the order of
Texas.

The releases, required by law to be deposited in the Treasury, not hav-
ing been filed there, the remaining five millions have not been issued. This
last amount of ‘the stock will be withheld from Texas until the conditions
upon which it is to be delivered shall be complied with by the creditors of
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that state, unless Congress shall otherwise direct by a modification of the
law.

In myv last annual message, to which I respectfuily refer, I stated briefly

- the reasons which induced me to recommend a modification of the present
tariff, by converting the ad valorem into a specific duty, wherever the ar-
ticle imported was of such a character as to permit it, and that such a dis-
crimination should be made, in favor «f the industrial pursuits of our own
country, as to encourage home production without excluding foreign com-
petitien. :
" The numerous frauds which continue to be practised upon the revenue by
false invoices and under-valuations, constitute an unanswerable reason for
adopting specific instead of ad valorem duties in all cases where the nature
of the commodity does not forbid it. . A striking illustration of these frauds
-will be exhibited in the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, showing
the custom-house valuaticn of articles imported under a former law subject
to specific duties, when there was no inducement to under-valuation, and the
custom-house valuations of the same articles under the present system of ad
valorem duties, so greatly reduced as to leave no doubt of the existence of
the most flagrant abuses under the existing laws. This practical evasion
of the present law, combined with the languishing condition of some of the
great interests of the country caused by over-importations and consequent
depressed prices, and with the failure in obtaining a foreign market for our
increasing surplus of breadstuffs and provisions, has induced me again to
recommend a modification of the existing tariff. »

The report of the Secretary of the Interior, which accompanies this com-
munication, will present a condensed statement of the operations of that
important department of the Government.

It will be seen that the.cash sales of the public lands exceed those of the
preceding year, and that there is reason to anticipate a still further increase,
notwithstanding the large donations which have been made to many of the
States, and the liberal grants to individuals as a reward for military services.
This. fact furnishes very gratifying evidence of the growing wealth and
prosperity of our country.

Suitable measures have been adopted for commencing the survey of the
public lands in California and Oregon. Surveying parties have been
orgamsed, and some progress has been made in establishing the principal
base and meridian lines. But further legislation and additional appropria-
tions will be necessary before the proper subdivisions can be made, and the
general land system extended over those remote parts of our territory.

- On the 3d of March last, an act was passed providing for the appointment
of three commissioners to settle private land claims in California. Three
persons were 1mmediately appointed, all of whom, however, declined-
accepting the office, in consequence of the inadequacy of the compensation.
Others were promptly selected, who, for the same reason, also declined ;
and it was not until late in the season that the services of suitable persons
could be secured. A majority of the commissioners convened in this city
on the 10th September last, when detailed instructions were given to them
n regard to their duties. Their first meeting for the transaction of business
will be held in San Francisco on the eighth day of the present month."

I have thought proper to refer to these facts, not only to explain the
causes of the delay in filling the commission, but to call your attention to
the propriety of increasing the compensation of the commissioners. The
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office 1s one of great labor and responsibility, and the ¢ampensation should
be such as to commantd . men of a high order of talents and the iost unques-
tionable integrity.

The proper disposal of the mineral lunds of California is a subject sur-
rounded by great ditficuitics.  Inmy last annual nessuge, I recommended
the survey and sale of them in small parcels, under such restrictions as
would effectually guard aguinst monopoly and speculation. But upon further

- information; and in deference to the opinions of persous familiar with the
subject, I am inclined to change that recommendation, and to advize that
they be permitted to .cmain, as at present, a common field, open to the
enterprise and industry ot all our citizens, until further experience shall
have developed the best policy to be ultimately adopted in regard to them.
It is safer to suffer the inconvenience that nov: cxists, for a short perind,
than, by premature legislation, to fasten on the country a svstem founde
in error, which may place the whole subject bevond  the fature control of
Congress. ' .

The agricuitural lands should, however, be surveyed, and brought into
market with as little delay as possible, that the titles iy become settled,
and the inhabitants stimulated to make permanent improvements, and enter
on the ordinary pursuits of lite. To effect these objects, it is desirable that
the necessary provision be made by law for the establishment of land offices
in California and Oregon, and for the eflicient prosecution of the surveys at
an carly day.

Some difficulties have occurred in organizing the territorial governments
of New Mexico and Utzh; and, when more accurate information shall be
obtained of the causes, a further communication will be made on that
subject,

In my last annual communication to Congress, I recommended the esta-
blishment of an Agricultural Bureau, and I take this occasion again to invoke
your favorable consideration of the subject. » '

Agriculture may justly be regarded as the great interest of our people.
Four-fifths of our active population are employed in the cultivation of the
soil, and the rapid expansion of our settlements over new territory
is daily adding to the number of those engaged in that vocation. Justice
and sound policy, therefore, alike require that the Government should use
all the means authorized-by the Constitution to promote the interests and
welfare of that important class of our fellow-citizens. And yet it i« a sin-
gular fact that, whilst the manufacturing and commercial interests have en-
gaged the attention of Congress during a large portion of every session, and
our statutes abound in provisions for their protection and encouragement,
little has yet been done directly for the advancement of agriculture. It is
time that this reproach to our legislation should be removed; and I sincerely
hope that the present Congress will not close their labors without adopting
efficient means to supply the omissions of those who have preceded them.

An Agricultural Bureau, charged with the duty of collecting and dissemi-
nating correct information as to the best modes of cultivation, and of the
most effectual means of preserving and restoring the fertility of the soil,
and of procuring and distributing seeds and plants, and other vegetable pro-
ductions, with instructions in regard to the soil, climate, and treatment best
adapted to their growth, could not fail to be, in the language of WasmiNG-

ToN, in his last annual message to Congress, a “very cheap instrument of

immense national benefit.””

‘



1] 16

" Regarding the act of Congress, approved 28th September, 1850, granting
. bounty lands ‘to persons who had been engaged in the military service of
the courtry, as @ gient measure of national justice and munificence, “an
anxious Jdesize has been felt, by the ofﬁcers.entrusted with its 1mme€!la,.te
exocution, to give piompt effect fo its provisions. All the means within
their control were, therefore, hrought into requisition to expedite -the
adjudication of claims; and I am gratified to be able to state, that near one
hundred thousand applications have been considered, and about seventy
thousand warrants issued, within the short space of nine months. If
adequate provision he made by law to carry into effect the recommendations
of the Department, it 1s confidently expected that, before the close of the
next fiscal year, all who are entitled to the ‘henefits of the actwill have
received their warrants. o
“The Serretary of the Interior has suggested in his report various amend-
ments of the laws relating to pensions and bounty lands, for the purpose of
more ¢ffectually guarding against abuses and frauds on the Government : to
all of which I invite your particalar attention. ‘

The large accessions to our Indian population consequent upon the acqui-
sition of New Mexico and California, and the extension of - our settlements
into Utah and Oregon, have gi\'én increased interest and importance to our
relations with the aborighial ruce, : ' ’

No material change has taken place within the last year in the condition
and prospects of the Indian tribes who reside in the North-western Territory
and west of the Mississippi river.  We are at peace with all of them; and
it will be a source of pleasure to you to learn that they are gradually ad-
vancing in civilization and the pursuits of social life.

Along the Mexican frontier, and in California and Oregon, there have
been occasional manifestations of unfriendly {eeling, and some depredations
committed. I am satisfied, however, that they resulted more from the
destitute and starving condition of the Indians than from any settled hos-
tility toward the whites. As the settlements of our citizens progress
towards them, the game upon which they mainly rely for subsistence is
driven off or destroyed, and the enly alternative left to them is starvation or
plunder. It becomes us to consider, in view of this condition of things,
whether justice and humanity, as well as an enlightened economy, do not
require thati, instead of seeking to -punish them for offences which are the
result of our own policy towards them, we should not provide for their
immediate wan(s, and encourage them to engage in agriculture, and to rely
on their lahor, instead of the chase, for the means of support. :

Various important {reaties have been negotiated with different tribes
during the year, by which their title to large and valuabhle tracts of country
has heen extinguished : all of which will, at the proper time, be submitted
to the Senate for ratification. : S .

The joint commission under the treaty of Gaudalupe Hidalgo has been
actively engaged in running and marking the boundary line between the
United States and Mexico. It was stated in the last annual report of the
Seerctary of the Inferior that the initial point-on the Pacific and the point
_of Junction of"the Gila with the Colorado river had beén determined, and the
intervening line, about one hundred and fifty mi'es in length, run and
marked by temporary monuments. Since that time a monument. of marble
has hecn erected at the initial point, and pernfanent landmarks of iron have -
been placed at suitable distances along the line. o
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'The i’mtinl.pointnon thﬁz Rio Grande has also been fived by the commis-
Shoners at liltltq(le 327 22, and, at the date of the last communication, the
swvey of the line had been made thence westward ahout one hundred an!
ﬁft'y:‘mxles, to t}}e nglgl]l)orhoo(l of the copper mines,

, _@he comnussion on our part was at first organized on a scale which ex-
perience proved to be unwle_ldy and attended with unnecessary expense.,
Orders have, thel:ef(?x‘e, been 1ssued for the reduction of the number of per-
sons employed within the smallest limits consistent with the safety of thes .
engaged in the service and the prompt and efhicient execution of ‘their ium-

ortant duties.

Retu.rns have been received fron all the officers cuvaced in takine the
census in the States and Territories, except California. The Sl,lp@l'illtei?dt'nﬁ
employed to make the enumeration in thut State, has not yet made his fulf
report, from causes, as he alleges, beyoud his control. This failure is much
to be regretted, as it has prevented the Secretary of the Interior. fromw
making the decennial apportionment of 1'(*])1'(-sentz:ti§'es among the States,
as required by the act approved May 23, 1550, Ft is hoped, hiowever, that

- the returns will soon be veceived, and no time will then be lost in making
the necessary apportionment, and in transmitting the cortificates required
by law.

The Superintendent of the Seventh Census is diligently amnployed, unde-
the direction of the Secretary of the Interior, in classifying and arranging,
in tabular form, all the statistical Information derived lromn the retwrns of
the marshals, and it is believed that when the work shall be completed, 3
will exhibit a more perfect view of the population, wealth, oveupations, and
social condition of a great country, than has ever been presentéd to the
world. The value of such a work, as the hasis of eunlightened legislation,
can hardly be over-estimated ; and I carnestly hope that Congress will lose
no time in making the appropriations necessary to complete e classifica-
tions, and to publish the results in a style worthy of the subject, and of our
national character. ‘

The want of a uniform fee-bill, prescribing the compensation to be al-
lowed district attorneys, clerks. marshals, and comuiissioners in civil and
criminal cases, is the cause of much vexation, injustice =l complaint. T
would recomnmend a thorough revision ot the laws on the whole subject, and
the adoption of a tariff of tees which, as far as practicable, should be uni-
form, and prescribe a specific compensation for every service which tl‘xf.-
officer may be required to perform.. *This subject will be fully presented
the report of the Secretary of the Intetior. o _

In my last annual message I gave briefly my reasons for belicving that
you possessed the constitutional power to improve the harbors of our great
lakes and seacoast, and the navigation of our principal rivers, and recom-
ended that appropriations should be made for completing such works as
had already been commenced, and for commencing such others as might
seem to the wisdom of Congréss to he of public and general importance.
Without repeating the reasons then urged, I deem it my duty again to call
your attention to this important subject. Fhe works on many of our har-
bors were left in an unfinished state, and, consequently, exposed to the ac-

tion of the elements, which is fast destroying them: Great numbers of lives .

.and vast amounts of property are annually lost for want of safe and conve-

nient harbors on the lakes. . None but those who have been exposed to that

.dangerous navigation can fully appreciate the importance of this subject.
C e <) - . /

r



'The whole North-west appeals to you for relief, and I trust their appeal
will receive due consideration at your hands. o

The same is in a measure true in regard to some of the harbors and inlets
on the sca coast. . :

The unobstructed navigation of cur large rivers is of equal importance,
Our settlements are now extending to the sources of the great rivers which
empty into and form a part of the Mississippi, and the value of the public
lands in those regions would be greatly enhanced by frecing the navigation
of those waters from obstructions. In view, therefore, of this great inte-
rest, I deem it my duty again to urge upon Congress to make such appro- -
- priations for these improvements as they may deem necessary.

. The surveys of the delta of the Mississippi, with a view to the preven-
~tion of thc overflows that have proved- so disastrous to that region of
country, have heen nearly completed, and the reports thereof are now in
~course of preparation, and will shortly be laid before. you.
~ .The protection of our south-western frontier, and of the adjacent Mexi-
can States, against the Iudian tribes within our border, has claimed my
earnest and constant attention. Congress having failed, at the last session,
to addpt my recommendation that an additional regiment of mounted men
- spectally adapted to that service should be raised, all that remained to be
done was to make the best use ‘of- the means at my disposal. Accordingly,
all the troops adapted to that service that could properly be spared from
other quarters have been concéntrated ca that frontier, and officers of high
reputation selected to command them. A new arrangement of the military
posts has alsq heen made, wherchy the troops are bronght nearer to the
Mexican frontier and to. the tribes they are intended to overawe.

Sufficient time has not yet clapsed to realize all the benefits that are ex-
pected to result from these arrangements, but I have every reason to hope
that they will cffectually check their marauding expeditions. The nature

- of the country, which furnishes little for the support of an army, and
‘abounds in places of refuge and concealment, is remarkably well adapted tc
this predatory warfare ; and we can scarcely hope that any military force,
eombined with the greatest vigilance, can entirely suppress it.

By the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo we are bound to protect the terri-
tory. of Mexico against the incursions of the savage tribes within our bor-
der, * with equal diligence and energy,” as if the same were made within
our territory or against our citizens. I have endeavored to comply, as far
as possible, with this provision of the treaty. Orders have been given to
the officers cammanding on that frontier to consider the Mexican territory
and its inhabitants as equally with our own entitled to their protection ;
.and to make all their plans and arrangements with a view to the attain-
went of this object. Instructions have also been given to the Indian comn-
maissioners and agents among these tribes, in all treaties, to make the clauses
designed for the protection of our own citizens apply also to thcse of
Mexico. I have no reason to doubt that these instructions have been fall
carried into effect. Nevertheless, it is probable that in spite of all our ef-
forts, some of the neighboring States of Mexico may have suffered, as our
own have, from depredations by the Indians.

To the difficulties of defending our own territory, as above mentioned,
-are superadded, in defending that of Mexico, those that arise from its re-
moteness, from the fact that we have no right to station our troops within
ker linits, and that there is no efficient military force on the Mexican side
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to codperate with our own.  So long as this shall continuc to he the case,
the number and activity of our troops will rather incicase than dimbsish the
evil, as the Indians will naturally turn towards that countrv where thes
encounter the least resistanee. Yet these troops are necessary to subdoe
them, and to compel them to make and observe treatics,  Until this éhall
have been done, neither country will enjoy uny security from their attacks.

The Indians in Calitornia, who had previously appeared of a peaceable
character, and disposed to cultivate the friendship of the whites, have re-
cently committed several acts of hostility.  As a large portion of the re-
inforcements sent to the Mexican frontier were drawn from the Pacific, the
military force now stationed there is considered entirely adequate to its
defence. It cannot be increased, however, without an increase of the
army ; and I again recommend that measure as indispeusable to the pro-
tection of the frontier. :

I invite your attention to the suggestions on this subjeci, and on others
comnected with his department, in the report of the Sceretary of War.

The appropriations for the support of the army, during the current fiscal
year ending 30th June next, were reduced far below the estimate submitted
by the department. The consequence of this' reduction 15 a considerabiv
deficiency, to which I invite your carly attention. . :

The expenditures of that department, for the year ending 30th June Tast,
were $£9,060,268.58. The estimatcs for the year commencing st July
next, and ending June 30, 1853, are =7 808,775.83 1 showing a reduction
of $1,161,49:2.75. N .

The board of commissioners, to whom the munagersrnt of the alabs of
the military asylum, created by the act of 3d March laxt, was entruste..
have sclected a site for the establishiment of an asylun in the vicinity of
this city, which has been approved by me, subject to the production of a
satisfactory title. ' SR

The report of the Secretary of the Navy will exhibit the condition of
the public service under the supervision of that Departnicnt.  Our naval
force afloat during the present year, hus heen actively and nsefully cmployed
in giving protection to our widely-extended and increusing commerce and
interests in the various quarters of the globe, and our flag hax cvervwhere
afforded the security and received the respect inspired by the justice and
liberality of our intercourse, and the dignity and power ol the nation.

The expedition commanded by Lieut. De Haven, l]("(ll;l“'ll(‘il n seari™
of the British commander, Sir John Franklin, and his companions in the
Arctic Seas, returned to New York in the month oft October, after having
undergone great peril and suffering from an unknown and dangerous nav:-
gation and the rigours of a northern climate, without any satisfactory i<
formation of the objects of their scarch. but with new contributions to
science and navigation from the unfrequented polar revions.  Thoe officers
and men of the expedition having been all volunteers for this service, and
having so conducted 1t as to meet the entire approbation of the Govern-
ment, it is suggested, as an act of grace and generosity, that the sams
allowances of extra pay and emoluments be extended to them that were
made to the officers and men of like rating in the late exploring. expedition
to the South Seas. _ ' .

I earnestly recommend to your attention the necessity of rcorganizing
the naval establishment, apportioning and fixing the number of officers in
each grade, providing some mode of promotion to the higher grades of the -
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pavy, having reference to merit avd capacity, rather than seniority or date
of ¢ntry into the service, and for retiving frowm the effective list upon re-
duced pay those who may be incompetent to the performance of active duty.
A< a measure of ceonomy, as well as of efficiency in this arm of the service,
he provision last mentioned is eminently worthy of your consideration.

"The determination of the questions of relative rank between the sea offi-
cers and civil officers of the navy, and between officers of the army and
navy, in the various grades of each, will also weiit your attention. 'The
faihure to provide any substitute, when corporal punishment was abolished
for offences in the vy, has occasioneld the convening of numerous courts-
marttal upon the arrival of vessels in port, and it is believed to have had an
injurious effect wpon the discipline ind efficiency of the service. To mode-
rate punmishment trom one grade to another is among the humane reforms of
the aee r but to abolish one of severity, which applied so generally to ot-
Fences on ship-hoard, and provide nothing in its stead, is to suppcse a pro-
aress of tmprovement i every indptduai among seamen which is not as-
swued by the legislature in respect to any other cluss of men. 1t is hoped
that Congress, in the wmple opportunity afforded by the present session,
will thoroughly i estignte this hoportaut subject, and establish-such wodes
of determining euilt, and such gradations ot punishment, as are consistent
with Tnnoanity and the personal rights of individuals, and at the same time
shall insure the most cnergetic and efficient perforinance of duty and the
suppression of crvime tiour ships of war.

'T'he stone dock in the navy yard at New York, which was ten years in
process of constriction, has been so far finished as to he swrendered up to
the authorities of the yard.  The dry dock at Philadelphia is reported as
vompleted, and is expected soon to be tested and delivered over to the
awents of the Governnent. That at Portsinouth, New Hawpshire, is also
nearly veady for delivery : and a contract has been concluded, agreeably to
the act of Congress et is tast session, for a floating sectional dock on’ the
bay of San Francisco.  Iinvite your attention to the reccimmendation of
the Departinent touching the cstablishmenut of navy yard in conjunction
with this dock on the Pacific.  Such a station is lughly necessary to th-
convenience and effectiveness of our dect i that ocean, which must be ex-
pected to incrcase with the growth off commerce and the rapid extension ¢
our whale fisheries over its waters.

The Naval Academy at Aunapolis, under a revised and improved systemn
of regulations, now affords opportunitics of education and instruction t»
the pupils quite equal, it is believed, (or professional iinprovement, to those
cojoyed by the cadets in the Military Academy. A large class of acting
mudshipmen was received at the conunencement of the last academic term,
and a practice-ship has been attached to the institution, to afford the amplest
means for regular instruction in seamanship, as well as for cruises during
the vacations of three or four months in each year. :

The advantages of science in nautical aftairs have rarely .been more
strikingly illustrated, than in the fact stated in the report of the Navy
Department, that, by means of the wind and current charts, projected and
prepared by Lieutenant Maury, the Superintendent of the Naval Observa-
tory, the passage from the Atlantic to the Pacific ports of our country has
heen shortened by about forty days. e

The estimates for the support of the navy and marine corps, the ensuing
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fiscal year, will be-found to be $5,9456,47:2:19, the estimates for the current
year being $5,900,621.

The estimates tor special objects under the control of this department,
amount to ¥2,654,220.5Y, against 52,210,980 for the present year, the
ncrease being occasioned by the additional mail service on the Pacifie coast,
and the construction of the dock in California, authorized at the Jast session
of Congress, and some slight additions under the head of tnprovements and
repairs in navy yards, building<, and machinery.

I deem it ot much importance to a just economy, and a cosrect under-
standing of naval expenditures, that there should he an entire separation of
the appropuiations for the support of the naval service proyer from those
tor permanent improvements at navy vards and stations, and fromn occan
steam-mail service, amd other spectal objects assivned to the supervision of
this Department.

The report of the Fostnaster-General. herewith comimimicated, presents
an interesting view of the progiess, operations, and condition of his Di-
partment.

At the close ol the lust fiscal year, the length of mail routes withiu the
United States was 196,290 miles; the annual transportation thereon
53,272,252 miles ; and the annual cost of such transportation 3,421,754,

The length of the foreign mail routes is estimated at 15,349 miles, and
the annual transportation thereon at 615,206 miles. The annual coxt of
this service is %1,472,187, of which $448,937 is paid by the Post-Office
Department, and $1,023,250 are paid through the Navy Department.

The annual transportation within the United States (excluding the ser-
vice in California and Oregon, which is now, for the first time, reported and
embraced in the tabular statements of the Departinent) exceeds that of the
preceding year 6,162,855 miles, at an increased cost of $%517,110. X

The whole number of post-offices in the United States on the 30th day
of June last-was 19,796. There were 1,693 post-offices cstablished, und
256 discontinued, during the year. ’ ) .

The gross revenues of the Department for the fiscal year, icluding the
appropriations for the franked matter of Congress, o the Departents, aud
officers of Government, and excluding the foreign postngos,‘c.olle‘cted {or,
and payable to the British post-office, amounted to ;‘?{\‘G,??T.Hh().?h:

The expenditures for the same period (excluding 520,544 19, 1){1(1 under
an award of the Auditor, in pursuance of a resolution of the ]:xs‘t .(),ongn-\‘.s.,
for mail service on the Ohio and Mississippi rivers in 1332 and 1533, and the
amount paid to the British post-office for foreign 1’)_ostages c'o]]octed for nml‘
payable to that office) amounted to $0,024,566.79; ‘Fl‘eavxcng‘ a (Imlancv ot
revenue over the proper expenditures of the year of $703,299.99.

The receipts for postages during the year (excluding the foreign postages
collected for and payable to the British post-ofﬁ('t-) a}nounte(l to 86.545.-
747.21, being an increase of %997,610.79, or 18572 per cent. over the
like receipts for the preceding year. ) ] '

The reduction of postage under the act of March last, ‘dxd not take et-
fect until the commencement of the present fiscal year. The accounts for
the first quarter, under the operation of the reduced rates, will not be set-
tled before January next; and no reliable estimate of the receipts for the
present year can yet be made. It is believed, however, that they w 1llvfu1l
far short of those of the last year. The surplus of the revenues now on
hand is, however, so large, that ne further appropriation from the Treasury,
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in aid of the revenues of the Department, is required for the current ﬁsgal
vear; but an additional appropriation for the year ending June 30, 1853,
will probably he found necessary when the receipts of the first two quarters
of the fiscal vear are fully ascertained.

tn his last anmucl report, the Postinaster-General recommended a reduc-
tion of postage to rates which he deemed as low as could be ’pmdently
adopicd, unless Congress was prepared {o appropriate {rom the Treasury,
for the support of the Department, a sum more than equivalent to the mail
wrvices performed by it for the Government.  The recommendations of the
Destinaster-Ceneral, n respect to the letter postage, except on letters from
and to California and Oregon, were substantially adopted by the last Con-
vress. He now recommends adherence to the present letter rates, and ad-
vises against a further reduction until justified by the revenue of the De-
partment.

He also recommends that the rates of postage on printed matter be so re-
vised ws to render thein more simple and more uniforin in their operation
upon all classes of printed matter. T submit the recommendations of the re-
port to your favorable consideration. .

The public statutes of the United Stales have now been accumulating
tor more thas sixty years, and, interspersed with private acts, arc scattered
through munerous volumes: and, from the cost of the whole, have become
almost indecessible to the great mass of the community.  They also exhibit
much of the wcongriity and imperfection of hasty legislation.  As it seems
10 he generally conceded that there is no “common law” of the United
States to supply the defects of their legislation, it is most important that
that logislation should be as perfect as possible, defining every power in-
tended to be conferred, every erime intended o be made pumshable, and
preseribing the punishment to be inflicted.  In addition to some par¥cular
cases spoken of more at length, the whole criminal code is now Jamentably
defoetive,  Bome otfences are huperfectly described, and others are entirely
omitted, so that flagrant crimes may be committed with impunity. The
scile of punishment is net in all cases graduvated according to the degree
and nature of the olence, and is often rendered more unequal by the differ-
ent modes of tmprisonment, or penitentiary confinement, in the different
States.

Many laws of a permanent character have been introduced into appro-
priation bills, and it 1s often difficult to determine whether the particular
clause expires with the temporary zct of which it is a part, or continues in
force. It has also frequently happened that enactments and provisions of
law have been introduced into bills with the title or general subject of
which they have. little or no connexion or relation. In this mode of legis-
Jation so many cnactiwents have been heaped upon each other, and often with
but little consideration, that, in many instances, it is difficult to scarch out
and determine what is the law. l

The Government of the Unitcd States is emphatically a covermaent of
written laws.  The statutes should, therefore, as far as pl{lcti('ab]c, not oaly
be made acsessible to all, but be expressed in language so plain und simple
i< to be understood by all, and arranged in such method us to give perspi-
cuity to cvery suhject. Many of the States have revised their public acts
with great and nianifest benefit; and I recoramend that provision be made by
law for the appointment of a commission to revise the public statutes of the
United Stutes, arranging them in order, supplying deficiencies, correcting in-
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congruities, simplifying their language, and reporting them to Congress for
1ts action. : o

. An act of Congress approved 30th September, 1850, contained a provi-
sion for the extension of the Capitol, according to such plan as might be
approved by the President, and appropriated one hundred thousand dollars
to be expended under his direction, by such architect as he should appoint
to execute the same. On examining the various plans which had been sub-
mitted by different architects, in pursuance of an advertisement by a com-
mittee of the Senate, no one was found to be entirely satisfactory, and it
was therefore deemed advisable to combine and adopt the advantages of
several. _ ° .

The great object to be accomplished was to make such an addition as
would afford ample and convenient halls for the deliberations of the two
Houses of Congress, with sufficient accommodations for spectators, and
suitable apartments for the committees and officers of the two branches of
the Legislature. It was also desirable not to mar the harmony and beauty
of the present structure, which, as a specimen of architecture, is so univer-
sally admired. Kecping these objects in view, I concluded to make the
addition by wings, detached from the present building, yet connected with
it by corridors. This mode of enlargement will leave the present Capitol
uninjured, and afford great advantages for ventilation and the adinission of
light, and will enable the work to progress without interrupting the delibe-
rations of Congress. To carry this plan into effect 1 have appointed an
experienced and competent architect. The corner-stone was laid on the 1th
day of July last with suitable ceremonies, since which time the work has
advanced with commendable rapidity, and the foundations of both wings
are now nearly complete.

I again commend to your favorable regard the interests of the District of
Columbia, and deem it only necessary to remind you, that although its
inhabitants have no voice in the choice of representatives in Congress, they
are not the less entitled to a just and liberal consideration in your legis-
lation. My opinions on this subject were more fully expressed in my lust
annual communication.

Other subjects were brought to the attention of Congress in my last
annual message, to which I would respectfully refer. But there was one
of more than ordinary interest, to which I again invite your special atten-
tion. I allude to the recommendation for the appointment of a commission
to settle private claims against the United States. Justice to individuals,
as well as to the Government, imperatively demands that some more conve-
aient and expeditious mode than an appeal to Congress should be adopted.

It is deeply to be regretted that in several instances officers of the Gov-
ernment, in attempting to execute the law for the return of fugitives from
labor, have been openly resisted, and their efforts frustrated and defeated
by lawless and violent mobs; that in one case such resistance resulted in
the death of an estimable citizen, and in others, serious injury ensued to
those officers and to individuals who were using their endeavors to sustain
the laws. Prosecutions have been instituted against the alleged offenders,
so far as they could be identified, and are still pending. T have regarded
it as my duty, in these cases, to give all aid legally in‘my power to the
enforcement of the laws, and I shall ¢ontinue to do so wherever and when-
ever their execution may be resisted.



1] 2

The act of Congress for the return of fugitives from labor is one required
and demanded by the express words of the Constitation. )
The constitution declares, ¢ That no person held to service .or labor in
cne State, under the Iuws thereof, escaping into anot}_ler‘ shall, in conse-
(aence of any law or regulation therem, be discharged from such service or
‘abhor, but shall be delivered up on claim of the party to whom-such service
or labor inay be due.” This constitutional provision is equally obligatory
upon the legislative, the exccutive, and judicial departments of the Govern-
~1ent, and upon every citizen of the United States. ) :
Congress, however, must, from necessity, first act upon the su.bJecE, by
preseribing the proceedings necessary to ascertain that the person s a fugi-
iive, and the means to be used for his restoration to the clahnant. This
was done by an act passed during the first term of President Washing’ton,
vhich was amended by that enacted by the last Congress, and it now
remains tor the executive and judicial departments to take carc that these
laws be faithfully executed. " This injunction of the constitution is as
peremptory and as binding as any other; it stands exactly on the same
foundation as that clause which provides for the return of fugitives from
justice, or that which declares that no bill of attainder, or cx post facto
taw shell be passed, or that which provides for an equality of taxation
aceording to the census, or the clause declaring that all duties shall be
smiform throughout the United States, or the important proision, that the
“yial of all erimes shall be by jury. These several articles and clauses of
the constitution, all resting on the same authority, must stand or fall
‘agether.  Some objections have been urged against the detuils of the act
for the return of fugitives from labor; but.it is worthy of remark, that the
main opposition is aimed against the constitution itself, and proceeds from .
nersons, and classes. of persons, many of whom declare their wish to see
that constitution overturned. They avow their hostility to any law which
shall give full and practical effect to this requirement of the constitution.
Fortunately, the number of these persons is comparatively small, and is
believed to be daily diminishing, but the issue which they present is one
which involves the supremacy, and even the existence of the constitution.
Cases have heretofore arisen in which individuals have denied the binding
authority of acts of Congress, and even States have proposed to nullify such
acts upon the ground that the Constitution was the supreme law of the
land, and that those acts of Congress were repugnant to that instrument;
but nullification is now aimed, not so much against particular laws as being
nconsistent with the Constitution, as against the Constitution itself; and 1t
is not to be disguised that a spirit exists, and has been actively at work to
rend asunder this Union, which is our cherished inheritance from our revolu-
tionary fathers. ‘ .
In my last annual message 1 stated that 1 considered the series of meas-
ures, which had been adopted at the previous session, in reference to the
agitation growing out of the territorial and slavery questions, as a final set-
tlement in principle and substance of the dangerous and exciting subjects.
which they embraced ; and I recommended adherence to the adjustment es-
tablished by those measures, until time and experience should demonstrate
the necessity of further legislation to guard against evasion or abuse. I
was not induced to make this recommendation because I thought those meas-
ures perfect, for no human legislation can be perfect. , Wide differences and
Jarring opinions can only be reconciled by yielding something on all sides,
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and this resuit had been reached after an angry conflict of many nonths, in
which one part of the country was arrayed against another, and violers
convulsion seemed to be iminent. Looking at the interests of the whole
country, I felt it to be my duty to seize upon this compromise as the bost
that could he obtained amid conflicting interests, and to insist upon it «s &
final settlement, to be adhered to by all who vilue the peace and welfare o
the country. A ycar has now elapscd since that recommendation was nade.
To that recommendation I still adhere, and 1 congratulate you and the
country upoi the general acquiescence in these measures of peace which
has been exhibited in all parts of the republic.  And not only is there this
gencral acquiescence in these measures, but the spirit of conciliation which
fras been manifested in regard to them in all parts of the country has re-
moved doubts and uncertamtics in the minds of thousands of good men con-
cerning the durability of our popular institutions, and given renewed assi-
rance that our Liberty and oar Union may subsist together for the benefit
of this and all succeeding generations.
' o MILLARD ¥FILLMORE.

Wasminerox, Decemnber 2, 1851,
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ILIST OF PAPERS,

PRIOV PFKE DETARTMENT OF BTATE, ACCOMPANYING THY ME\-“;‘.A\GB\OP THE PRHESIDUNT OF
THE UNITED STATUES, AT THE OPENINO OF THE THIRT¢-SECOND CONGRESS.

{resident’s Proclamation upon the subject of the apprehended invasion of
Cuba, 5th April, 1851.

Bond. )

Acting Secretary of State to Commodore Parker, 23d August, 1851.

Commodore Parker to Mr. Webster, 6th September, 1851,

T'he same to the same, 12th Septcmber, 1851.

The samé to the same, 25th September, 1851..

‘I'he same to the same, 5th October, 1851.

Mr. Calderon to the Acting Secretary of State, 26th August, 1851.

Acting Secretary of State to the United States Attorney at New Orleans,
“’Oth August, 1851.

Mr. Calderon to Acting Secretary of State, 29th August, 1851.

Acting Secretary of State to Mr. Calderon, 30th August, 1851.

"The same to the United States Attorney at New Orleans 1st September, 1851,

Mr. Calderon to the Acting Secretary of State, 5th September, 1851.

Acting District Attomey of the United States, at New Orleans, to Acting
be(re’mr_y of State, 25th September, 1851. :

Mr. Calderon to Acting Secretary of State, 14th October, 1851.

Necretary of State to Mr. Calderon, 13th November, 1851.

Mr. Calderon to the Secretary of btdte, 1-ith November, 1851.

Acting Secretary of State to Mr. Calderon, Gth September, i851.

"['he same to the same, 30th September, 1851.

The same to Mr. Barringer, 6th October, 1351.

The Secretary of State to the same, 29th October, 1851.

"['he same to the same, 26th November, 1851.

Intervention of France and England.

Memorandum of a conversation between the Acting Secretary of State and
the Chargé d’ Affaires of Great Britain.

Mr. Crampton to Mr. Webster, 12th November, 1851.

M. Crittenden to M. de Sartiges, 22d October, 1851.

M. de Sartiges to Mr. Crittenden, 27th October, 185].

Mr. \Vebstcr to M. de Sartiges, 18th November, 1851.

President’s Proclamation relative to the insurrection in the Mexican state
of Tamaulipas.
Clominercial infercourse between the United States and the British North
American Provinces.
Sir . L. Bulwer to Mr. Webster, March, 1851,
Mr. Derrick to 8ir H. L. Bulwer, 29th March, 1351.
Nir H. L. Bulwer to Mr. Webster, 24th June, 1851.

Oregon Boundory.

M. Crampton to Mr. Buchanan, 13th January, 1848.
Mr. Clayton to Mr. Crampton, 25th Octobcr 1849,
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BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES.
A PROCLAMATION.

Whereas, there is reason to believe that a military expedition is about
io be fitted out, in the United States, with intention to invade the island of
Cuba, a colony of Spain, with which this country is at peace ; and whereas
it is believed that this expedition is instigated and set on foot chiefly by,
foreigners, who dare to make our shores the scene of their guilty and hos-
tile preparations against a friendly power; and seek, by falsehood and mis-

 representations, to seduce our own citizens, especially the young and incon-
siderate, into their wicked schemes,—an ungrateful return for the benefits
conferred upon them by this peoplé in permitting them to make our coun-
try an asylum from-oppression—and in flagrant abuse of the hospitality thus
»xtended to them.

And whereas, such expeditions can only be regarded as adventures for
plunder and robbery, and must meet the condemnation of the civilized
world, whilst they are derogatory to the character of our country—in vio-
lation of the laws of nations—and expressly prohibited by our own, our
statutes declare, *‘ that if any person shall, within the territory or jurisdic-
tion of the United States, begin or set on foot, or provide or prepare the
means for any military expedition or enterprise, to be carried on from thence
against the territory or dominions of any foreign prince or state, or of any
colony, district, or people, with whom the United States are at peace, every
person so offending shall be deemed guilty of a hich misdemeanor, and
shall be fined not exceeding three thousand dollars, and imprisoned not morc
than three years.”

Now, therefore, I have issued this my proclamation, warning all persons
who shall connect themselves with any such enterprise or expedition, in vio-
lation of our laws and national obligations, that they will thereby subject
themselves to the heavy penalties denounced against such offences, and will
{orfeit their claim to the protection ot this Government or any interference
in their behalf, no matter to what extremities they may be reduced in con-
sequence of their illegal conduct. And therefore I exhort all good citizens,
as they regard our national reputation, as they respect their own faws and
the laws of nations, as they value the blessings of peace and the welfare of
their country, to discountenance, and, by all lawful means, prevent any such
enterprise ; and I call upon every officer of this Gevernment, civil or mili-
tary, to use all efforts in his power to arrest, for trial and punishment, every
such offender against the laws of the country.

Given under my hand, the twenty-fifth day of April, in the year of our
Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, and the severty-fifth of the
independence of the United States.

MILLARD FILLMORE,
By the President :
W. S. DEerrick,
Acting Secretary of Stale.
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%:2,000. BOND. No.

Be it known to all incu, that I, General Narciso Lopez, Chief of the
« Patriotic Junta for the promotion of the political interests of Cuba,”
cstablished in the United States of North America, and the contemplated
head of Provisional Government and commander-in-chief of the revo-
'utionary moverncnt about to be now undertaken through my agency and
rermissive authority, for the liberation of the people of Cuba from the
tyranny and oppression to which they are now subject by the power of
Spain, and to be prosccuted by me till superseded by «a superior cxecutive
officer, or such form of government and authority as the people by their
“rve will and choice shall prescribe, do, by these presents. to subserve the‘
cause and object aforesaid, make and execute this oblightion. on behalf of
the people of Cuba, Ly whatever designation of nationality or form of body
politic they shall hercafter assume, to wit:

I do, by these presents, for and on behalf of the said people of Cuba, and
their successors in government forever, and for value received, promise to
pay to _, or heaver, in equal annual instahnents, at one, two,
three, four, and five vears, the sum of Two Thousand Dollars, with six per
cent. interest from date, payable ratcably on each annual instalment until
both principal and interest be fully paid and discharged. And I, the said
General Narciso Lopez, in virtue of the authority and for the promotion of
the object aforesaid, do hy these presents pledge to the said , or
bearer, the public lands and public property of Cuba, of whatever Kind, and
the fiscal resources of the people and government of (‘uba, from whatever
source to be derived ; and do further pledge the good faith «f the people
and Government of C'uba, In perpetuity, for the faithful and complete dis-
charge of this ohligation,

In testimony whereof, I, the said General Narciso Lopez. do hereto affix
my signature and seal of the said Provisional Government, which is further
witnessed by Ambrosio José Gonzales and Josi: Maria Sanchez Yznaga,
members of said ¢ Patriotic Junta,” and the Hon. Cotesworth Pinckney
Smith, Judge of the Supreme Court of Errors and Appeals of the State of
Mississippi.

This done and cxceuted in the ¢ity of New Orleans and State of Louisi-

ana, one of the United States of North America, on this 30th day of Apnil,
A. D. 1850,

- NARCISO LOPEZ.
J. Sancurz Yzxaca,
Awmerosio Jose (RoNzaLus,

C. P. Sxirn.
$2,000.

Mr. Derrick to Commodore Parker.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, 23d Jugust, 1851,
S : This Department has been officially informed by the Consul of the
United States at Havana, that fifty persons taken from boats off the coast



29 (1]

of Cu‘ba, were brought to that city on the night of the 131} instant, arn!
were the next morning tried and shot. Intormation derived from other
sources rend.ers_‘ it prol_)able that many of them were citizens of the U
States.  This is sufficient to warrant and require an immediate
the facts and circumstances attending so summary und sanguin
wment. The President consequently dircets that you wil
Havana in the vessel under your command. On arriving there, you will
.obtain an audience of the (xm'err}m' and Captain-General of Cuba, and will
then express to him the regret of the President that the persons referred to
should have been deemed guilty of an offence requiring, in the judgment o
the Spanish authorities, so severe a punishment. You will also inform o
that it 1s expected that, if citizens of the United States were among the per-
sons shot, the offence with which they were charoed was safistuctorily
proved.  You will accordingly request of him a copy of the proceedings o
the Court which sentenced the prisoners. 1t is presumed thar those pro-
ceedings will show the nammes of the accused; the countries where tlhey
were born or to which they owed allegiance; the pesition of the boats ot
the time when they were captured; the course they were taking, and
whether the persons on board of them were armed. Tf, however, these
facts should not be stated, or it you should not obtain u copy of the proi-
ceedings, you will endeavor to ascertain the sarme facis from other sources.
. Mr. Owen also apprizes the Departuent that the United States Mail
Steamer Falcon, Lientenant Rogers cominanding, was several times fired
over by a Spanish steamer and boarded on ber last voyage from Chagres to
Havana. Aithough the Captain-General expressed regret for this occur-
rence and promised that it should not be repruted, 1t seems somewhat doubt-
ful whether the captain of the steamer was or was not oheving the orders
of some superior officer in the course which he pursued.  You will endeavor
to ascertain the truth in relation to this, and alse whether or not the flag of
the Falcon was hoisted at the time the firing took place. '

You will assure the Captuin-General that everything within the power of
this Government has been and will continue to be done, towards discharging
the obligations of the United States to Spain.  You will also assure lim,
that if, hereafter, unhappily, citizeus of the United States should be so for-
getful of their obligations of obedience to the laws of their own country,
and of regard to the rights of Spain, as to be engaged in hostile expeditions
against the island of Cuba, the President earnestly desires that they will
not be punished except upon the clearest proofs of guilt and without an ob-
vious necessity. A contrary course on the part of the Spanish authorities
will be sure to increase the difficulties in the performance of the duties of
the United States as a friendly neutral power, and might render the dis-
charge of those duties impracticable.

This Department will expect to receive from you a full report upon the
subjects of this instruction.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. S. DERRICK,

Acting Secretary.

nited
inquiry inte
ary a punish-
I proceed at once to

Po Commodore FoxuaLL A. Parker, &c., &e.
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Ceminodore Parler to My, Webster.

U. S. Frac-SHIP SARANAC,
Havana, Sept. 6, 1851.

Sin: I have the honor to report, that, in obedience to the instructions
of the President, contained in your letter of the 23d ultimo, I got under
weigh from Norfolk, and arrived at this port on the morning cf the 4th inst.

Immedictely addressed a note to the Captain-General, requesting an in-
terview with him, at his earliest convenience ; to which he promptly replied,
and fixed the hour for the interview at half-past seven o’clock cn that
svening. T culled on him at that hour, and the following is a synopsis of
the information which I obtained from him in relation to the various subjects
alluded to in your instructions.

He regretted the nccessity of executing the prisoners captured in the
boats on the Cayes of the Island, but deemed it an act of necessary severity
in the ctrcumstances, and he felt it to be his duty to make an example of
them, in order to deter others from making a similar attempt.

He stated that he considered them as pirates, and that they had been so
denounced in the proclamation of the President of the United States. That
they were tried in a summary manner, and  full proof made of their guilt,”
and of their participation in the invasion of the island by Lopez. He did
not consider himself at liberty to furnish me with the proceedings on the
trial, but would send them to his own government, and to the Spanish Min-
ister at"'Washington, who would do whatever was right in the matter, on
the call of the Government of the United States.

The exccution was delayed from half-past seven o’clock, A. M., to eleven,
in order to give the prisoners an opportunity of writing to their friends,
during which period they made the declaration that they constituted a part
ot the forces of Lopez. These particulars, he stated, were given for my per-
sonal satisfaction, inasmuch as he was not invested with diplomatic powers;
—but referred our Government to the Spanish Minister at Washington, in
whom diplomatic powers were vested by her Majesty’s Government.

As to citizenship, he said that a majority of them claimed to be citizens
of the United States; but they were from various countries, and that it
was of no consequence to what nation they had belonged, as they were
captured in the waters of Cuba, with arms in their hands, endeavoring to
escape in boats from an cxpedition in which they had engaged against the
island of Cuba.

In relation to such persons as may be hereafter captured, and who are
not embraced in his rccent proclamation giving security of life to such as
deliver themnsclves up to the authorities, the Captain-General declares that
he will be compelled, however reluctantly, to deal with them in accordance
with his instruction, which are in accordance with the laws of his own and
all other countries in relation to pirates.

As to the matter of the steamer * Falcon,” he would repeat what he had
-said to the American Consul (who was then present) that, in the present
condition of the island, a Spanish cruizer has a right to ascertain the char-
acter of merchant vessels in the waters of Spain; that one expedition had
already landed from a steamer, and that reinforcements were daily expected.
The Spanish cruizer had fired three unshotted guns to leeward to show the
friendly character of the vessel of war, of which no notice was taken by the
‘“Falcon,” and that the firing of the shotted guns was rendered necessary
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oy the course pursued by the ““Falcon.” The General of Marine was or:
board, and it was to be presumed that the shot was fired by his order. He
declared that he had requested Mr. Rogers, the commander of the * Falcon."”
to call on him andﬁive him a correct statement of this affair, but that l.
e expressed some surprisc that Lieutenant Rogers dig
not come to at once, as the man-of-war was only doing what, by the lawe
of nations, she clearly had a right to do.
On the day succeeding this interview, I addressed a note to the Ca ptain-

. General requesting permission to visit the prisoners now confined by the
* Spanish authorities, in answer to which 1 received a communication which,

with my letter, I herewith enclose.

*. From the best information I can obtain, the boats containing the fifty men
who were executed, were on the Cayes very near the shore of the main
tand. It appears to have been the purpose of this detachment, in the des-
perate condition to which they were reduced, to put to sea in the hope of
being picked up by some friendly vessel.

On the morning of the 4th inst., 1 communicated off the Moro Castle with
the “ Albany,”” Commander Platt, and ascertained from him that the Cap-
tain-General had released William Scott Haynes, (of Tennessee,) one of the
leaders of the expedition, and James A. Kelly, of New Orleans, formerly of
Bayou Sara, a captain in the same.

They were also provided with a suit of clothes and sixty dollars each i
money. They are now on board the American ship “ Norma in the hai-
bor, to sail to-morrow for New York. At the solicitation of Commander
Platt, a young man (whose name I did not learn) from Albany, New York,
was released, and is now on board the <“Albany.”

Yesterday a young man named Henry Sandford or Summers, formerly »
captain, I bear, of one of the steamboats on Red river, was liberated, and
sailed to-day for New Orleans.

I have not, as yet, been able to obtain the names of those confined here,
or of those shot, but shall use every exertion to do so as soon as possible.

I was informed this morning by the Captain-General, that all of the party
have been captured. He also informed me that those confined here would
embark on Monday next for Spain. .

Last evening I received a communication {rom the Captain-General,
stating that, from the passengers of a schooner just arrived from New ()_r—
leans, he had learned that the steamer ‘“Alabama” had been purchased for
$40,000, in New Orleans, and was to leave with eight hundred armed men;
and that the Pampero had left with two hundred.

There is much excitement here, particularly among the Catalan popula-
tion, in Consequence of a number of Spaniards having been driven from New
Orleans by the mob; but I hope it may pass off without any serious results.
This morning news arrived of the ill-treatment of Spaniards at Key West,
which has increased the excitement. . .

* Any further information which I may be able to learn here will be imme-
diately sent to the department. .

I have the honor to be, sir, with ¢reat respect, your obedient servant,

: " FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Commanding Home Squadron.

The Hon. Danier. WEBSTER,
Secretary of Stute, Washington.

s
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Commodore Parker to the ‘Ca])tai'n-Gerwra[ of Cuba.

U. S. SteaM-Fricats Saraxac, .
Plug-ship U. S. Home Squadron, Havana, Sept. 5,1351.
VxerLLENT Sik: If it is not incompatible with the regulations which
your Excellency has established, in regard to the prisoners now confined,
aad who were eaptured for unlawfully invading this island, I should be
oblived to your Excellency for permission to visit those who call themselves
citizens of the Uinited States. ‘ o
Your Excellency will at once appreciate my motives in making this
request, when Linform you it is with a view of making a faithful report to
my Government. NP
“Should this request be granted, I beg leave that iy personal staff. be
ncluded.
[ have the honor to be, with ereat respect. your Excellency’s obedient
seryvant,
FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Comimander-in-chief of the U. S. Nuval forces in the West Indies.
"' his Excellency Senor Don Jose pe na Concua, ‘
Captain-CGenerol and Governor of the Islind of Cubu, &e., §c., &c.

The Captain-Gearrol of Cubo to Coinmodore Purler.
{ Translation.]

Havaxa, Sept. 5, 1851.

My Dear Sik: Uhave received your letter of this day, asking permis-
st for yourself, and the three oflicers under your comwmand, to visit the
prisoners who call themsclves citizens of the United States, if not contrary
to the rules ordered to be observed against said prisoners, with a view, as
you inform me, of making a truthful statement to your Government.

I regret very much that it is not in my power to comply with your re-
yuest, inasmuch ax it is contrary to the rules ordered to be observed to-
wards the prisoners belonging to the expedition, which, without nationality
or known flag, has Jately mvaded this 1sland ; it is my purpose, as I in-
formed you at the interview which 1 had the pleasure of holding with you
last night, to publish an uccount of their names and birth-places, in the
official gazette of this Government. :

I am, with every consideration, vour attentive, faithful servant, who
kisses your hand,

JOSE DE LA CONCHA.
To Foxmarl A. Parker,

Commander-in chief + f the Naval forces of the U. S.
in the West Indies.
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Commodore Parker {o Jr. Webster. A

U. 8. Frac-suie Saranac, ,
: Of Huvana, Sept. 12, 1551.

Stz : Since my despatch of the 6th instant, nothing of note kas occurred.
"Thke Captain-General informs me that all the survivors of the late invading
force have been captured. One hundred and thirty-five of the prisoners
-sailed on the 8th for Spain, in a Spanish barque, convoyed by a sloop-of-
war and steamer.

I understand twenty-five were left in the hospital, and about sixteen are
:still in prison, as there was not room for them in the transport. Two days
before the sailing of the prisoners, I was informed by Mr. Thrasher, an
Anmerican gentleman residing in Havana, that a collection had been made
to provide comforts for them on the passage to Spain, and he wishes per-
mission to put them on board the barque; I waited on the Captain-General,
who readily granted the desired permission. :

The evening before the prisoners sailed, I requested our Consul, Mr. Owen,
4o visit them (not being permitted to see themr myself:) he did so, both at
the prison and hospital, and found them carefully, cleanly clad, ard the
wsick having proper medical attendance.

W My mission here was known several days previous to our arrival, and 1
have reasons for believing that the course intended to be pursued by the
‘Captain-General in relation to it, decided on before my arrival.

I neglected to state, in my letter of the 6th, that at our first interview,
the Captain-General stated distinctly, he could not enter into correspon-
«dence with me in relation to the prisoners, as he was directed by his govern-
ment not to do so, and that diplomatic powers were vested alore in the
Spanish Minister at Washington. I cannot imagine why the Captain-Gen-
~eral refused to permit me to see the prisoners, as Commander Platt, our
Consul, and several other Americans had been allowed so do so, unless it
was to avoid all correspondence in relation to them. '

I enclose a copy of my note asking an interview with the Captain-General,
‘with his reply, by which you will perceive he declined receiving me us a
-commissioner, on the ground that he had not been advised by his govern-
ment of my coming in that capacity. ‘
 The Hon. Secretary of the Navy says, in his instructions to me of the
:23d ultimo, ¢ With this, you will be put in possession of instructions from
the Department of State, appointing you a special commissioner to commu-
nicate on the subject therein mentioned, with the governor and Captain-
Genéral of Cuba.”” Although the Department of State, in its instructicns
i¢0 me, says nothing about a special commissioner, I concluded it was from
. inadvertence, and therefore informed the Captain-General, in my note, that,
I had been appointed by the President of the United States. -

I have sought in vain for an American citizen who had been an eye-wit-
ness to the execution of the prisoners on the 16th ultimo.

A great many-conflicting reports are in circulation, as regards the mutila-
tion of the bodies after death.

The Captain-General promised that all the names of the prisoners should
‘be published in the official Gazette, with the places of their former ubgdes.
ibirth, the State to which they belonged, &c., as far as could be ascertained.
“This had not been done yesterday when I left port, but I hope to get it in

P
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time for the steamer of the 17th, by which this will go. I was informed by
Col. Haynes (one of the released prisoners) that a correct muster-roll, giving -
birth-place, residence, &c., of all the invading force, was taken and placed
in the hands of Lopez. It is probably now in the possession of the Captain-
General, or some of the authorities at Havana. :

I have been put to great inconvenience, and perhaps gained less informa-
tion in regard to what is passing here, than I otherwise should, from not
having an interpreter. None of the officers of the ¢ Saranac’ speak or
write Spanish, and the interpreters to be obtained in the city are not, in all
cases, to be relied on.

My opinion is, that the Creoles are not in a situation to throw off the
Spamish yoke, even if they wished it, and that no invading force coming to
this island can expect aid from them. “

The Captain-General and all the officers with whom I have had intercourse,
have been polite and courteous. :

The newspapers forwarded to the Department, were handed me by re-
spectable American residents of Cuba, and may contain paragraphs of in-
terest. R e

Mr. Van Vechten, the young man who was released at the solicitation of
Commodore Platt, was put on board the steamer “Winfield Scott,’” on the
8th instant, bound to New York.

I am, sir, with the highest respect, your most obedient servant,

FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Commanding Home Squedron.
Hon. DanieL, WEESTER,
Secretary of State, Washington, D. C.

Commodore Parker to the Captain-General of Cuba.

U. S. STEAM-FRIGATE SARANAC,
Flag-ship U. 8. Home Squadron, Havana, Sept. 4, 1851.

ExceLLEXT Str: I have the honor to acquaint your Excellency that I have
heen appointed by the President of the United States, a special commission~
er in addition to my duties as commander-in-chief of the United States
squadron on this station, to confer with you in relation to matters, and to
ascertain certain facts growing out of the capture and execution, on the
morning of the 16th ultimo, by order of the authorities of the island of
Cuba, of about fifty men, captured in boats, some of whom, it is suppesed
were citizens of the United States. Will your Excellency be pleased to
give me an audience at your earliest convenience.

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, your Excellency’s mest

obedient servant,
. FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Commander-in-chief of the U. 8. Nuval Forces
) n the West Indies.
His Excellency Sefior Don Jose pE L4 Coxcua, ™ the West Indies
Governsr and Captain-General of the island of Cuba, &c., &c.



35 (1]
The Captain-General of Cuba to Commmadore Parker.

Havaxa, September 4, 1351,

Sir: I have received your lordship’s communication of this date, announ-
cing to me the special commission conferred upon you:by the President of
the United States, in addition to your. office of commander-in-chief of the
naval squadron in the station, and requesting me to appcint an hour to
receive you. .

As her Majesty’s government have not informed me that you were about
to present yourself in this city, with the character of an especial commis-
sioner of the Si. President of the United States, for the purpose you have
expressed, only in the capacity of commander-in-chief of the naval forces,
shall I have the pleasure of receiving and holding a conference with you, at
half-past seven of this evening, in my palace.

I am, with all consideration, your lordship’s attentive and obedient ser-.
vant, that kisses your hand, &c.

JOSE DE LA CONCHA.

Foxuair A. Parker, Esq., Commander-in-Chief

of the Naval Forces of the United States in the TWest Indies.

X Commodore Parker to Mr. Webster.

U. S. Frac-suip Saravac,
Havana, September 25, 13851,

Sir: Since my despatch of the 12th instant, nothing of importance has
occurred here. ~All is now quiet, and the excitement which existed against
citizens of the United States, by a portion of the inhabitants of this city,
has subsided. :

I enclose a list of all the American prisoners which have been brought
here since the 16th ultimo, furnished at my request, by the Captain-General,
which, I presume, is correct. I also enclose a copy of my letter to the
Captain-General, soliciting the release of the prisoners now here, with his
answer.

His excellency, Mr. Letcher, arrived here on the 20th instant, in the
revenue cutter ““ Forward,” and sailed yesterday morning for Vera Cruz.
On the 22d, Mr. Letcher had an interview with the Captain-General. In
the course of conversation respecting the release of the prisoners, (citizens
of the United States,) the Captain-General alluded to the ill-treatment
the subjects of Spain had received, and the insults offered to the Spanish

_flag at New Orleans. Mr. Letchor remarked, that it was the act of a mob,
and not the citizens of New Orleans generally, and that the Government of
the United States, nor any other government, should be held responsible for

" the acts of an assemblage of that character.

Mr. Letcher also remarked, that our Government regretted the circum-
stance, &c. The Captain-General asked emphatically, whether Mr. Letcher
was officially authorized to make such a declaration; who replied, he was
not, but he was sure that such were the feelings of the Government of the
United States, as well as of her citizens generally.

It is Mr. Letcher’s opinion, that had he or any one else been authorized
to make such a declaration, as coming officially from the Government at
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Waskington, the situation of the prisoners would have been ameliorated,
and perhaps they might have been released. I am authorized Ly Mr.
Letcher to make this statement to the Department of State.

There are now here only seventeen prisoners belonging to the United
States.  Conunander Perdergrast, and several officers belonging to this
ship, have visited them, and report favorubly of the treatment they receive,
both at the prison and hospital.  These will be sent to Spain in a few days,
with the exception, perhaps, of Captain Robert Ellis, of Washington City,
who, it is reported, will be released and sent to the United States.

I have the honor to be, your obedient, humble servant,

FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Commending Heome Squadron.
The Hon. Daxen WepsTeR, -
Secretary of Stute, Wechington, D. C.
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Rclacion nominal de los 92 prisoners Pirates mericauss gue hen {ngre-
sado y ecsisten parte en csie Deposito.

POR LA FRAGATA GOATEMALA.

<
Nombres. Z ) Patia, Officio. Padre.
B

James Smith........ 29 | Leydon. Farmer. . Hemy S.
Thomas H. Lee...... 19 | New London.i Clerk. i Hooda L.
Daadridge Seay...... 21§ 8. Carolina. | Engineer. ; Lorenzo D.
Harncy Williams. . ... 48 | Connecticut. | Farmer. |, Elias W,
Benjamin Hannd..... 22 | Pennsylvania.| Farmer. | Samuel 1.
James M. Wilson..... 22 1 Tndiana. Clerk. " David W
Michael L. Hefrow...] 21 | New York. | Steward. Michacl I,
Burton Fagan........ 19§ Ohio. Boatman. | Lewis F,
Win. L. Wilkinson. . .| 25 | Mobile. Engineer. i James H. 1V,
Peter McMullin...... 20 | Maine. Cook. James
S. H. Purnell........ 20 | Mississippi. | Printer.  John M. P.
C. A. McMurray..... 21 | Maryland. Printer. . John
George Holdship..... 20 | Pennsylvania.| Boatman. | George
H.B. Hart.......... 22 | Pennsylvania.| Ceriner. | John
W. H. McKensey..... 18 | Kentucky. Bricklr. | James
Malbon R. Scott...... 20 | Kentucky. Ceriner. : Joln
William H. Vaughan.! 40 | Kentucky. Clerk.  James
William Hero........ 16 | Georgia. Clerk. i John
William H. Craff. . ... 23 | Virginia. Jentier. | William
John G. Bush....... 124 | Virginia. Printer.  George
W. Wilson, ....cvu... 22 ! New York. | Clerk. ! Samuel
P.LaCoste......... 21 | New Orleans.| Driver. ! John
James D. Baller...... 25 | Indiana. Clerk. (J. M.
J. Casanovas........ 32 | New Orleans.| Clerk. . Francis
Thomas Hilton....... 26 | Washington. | Painter. ! John H.
William Wilson...... 18 | Kentucky. Boatman. : William
Thomas Munroe...... 20 | Alabama. Machinist.. Dustan
John Denton......... 28 | New York. | Clerk. Richard
Thomas Denton...... 82 | New York. | Carpenter. Richard
John Boswel......... 25 | Maryland. Mason. Join B.
J. Hearsey..... . 25 | New Orleans.| Clerk. . Thomas H.
James Brady........ 36 | Isle of Wight.| Laborer. Peter
William Cameron....! 45 | Virginia.  Carpenter. Daniel
David O. Rousseau...| 24 | Kentucky. | Brick¥r. | David
Patrick Abac Gath....| 28 | Illinois. Laborer. ' John
George W. Foster....| 17 | New York. | Laborer. . John
Cornelius Cook....... ] 21 | Alabama. | Printer. * Edward H.
John R. Pruitt....... 24 | Alabama. Printer. * John P.
J. P. Simpson....... 23 | Pennsylvania.| Butcher. J. A.
George Wilson....... 21 | Pennsylvania., Fuparmer.' John H.
Eliza J. Ollis........ 22 | New York. | Boatman. Levi
George E. Metcalfe.. .| 22 | Ohio. Druggist. | Asa B.
Henry Metcalfe...... 19 | Mississippi. | Druggist. ' Asa B.
Cornelius Sebring ....| 25 | New York. | Laborer. | Cornelius
Robert H. Grider....| 34 | Kentucky. Merchant. | Martin
Charles Geblin....... 23 | Pennsylvania.| Boatman. | Charles
F. C. Mahan..... 23 | Kentucky. Farmer. : Francis
H. West....... vee.s| 26 | Ohio. Saddler. | Charles
James Chajerman..... 19 | S. Carolina. | Carpenter. Samuel
Edwin Q. Bell........| 20 [ S. Carolina. | Clerk. . Charles H.
David Winburn......| 37 | S. Carolina. | Brickl’r. ' Elium
John Cartis.......... 26 | Illinois. | Carpenter.. Henry
John Cooper......... 19 | Virginia. Clerk. Charles
H. Stranmire........| 26 Pennsylvania. ) William

Madre,

Mary

- Llizabeth Thompson.
Sarah Seales.
Betsy Williams.
Mary Jones.
Ophelia Morel.

- Ellen Hera.

. Ruthy Morgan.

Mury Bostwood.

Lucy A. Lord.

Rebecca Howell.

Bridget Garty.

Elizaheth Hook.

- Martha Broadal.
Polty Farrills.
Jane McNikle.
Mary Bass.

" Maria Cristophe.
Maria Niecel.

i Mary J. Risk.

I P. Parker.

Mary

| Sarah Carter.

| Catherine Acosta.

. Susan Oparron.

| Ellen Rav.

“Mary McCarty.

~Patience McCruizg.

| Patience McCruigg.

y Arabella Boone.

- M. Wildford.

 Mary Polson.

; Catherine Gaines.

: 8. Clinton.

- Guillen Ryan.

© Anne Jane -

. Sarah Reese.

Rohody Newson.

" Bridget Clyne.

Claraph Lewih.
Barbara A. Armip.
Barbara A. Airip.
Mary Brown.

Sarah Moore.
Cecilia Mac Andra.
Nancy Clark.

i Elizabeth Elam.

Emelina Cantty.
Elizabeth Quimby.

Catherine Spiter.
Elizabeth Norton.
H. Mary Pearson.
Sarah
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Relacion nomina! de los 92 prisoners—Continued.

POR LA FRAGATA GOATEMALA—Continued.

Nowmbres. i =
|
|

Ansell R. Ludwing. .. 28
Riclhiard Nelson...... ''39
Charles Harrison. ... 21
Benjumin Gilmore. ... 19
Janies Abing........ by
Vietor Dupral........ P19
W. S. Constantine,... 22
Thomas Hundnall . ... 85
Martin Meuwllen....... 19
Charles Horwell. .. ... a3
Joseph B. Gunst..... C 16
John McKinniop . .... 25

Patria.

Maine.
Copenhagen.
New Orleans.
Ohio.

New York,
New Urleans.
Canada West
Virginia.
IMlinois.
Virginia.
New Orleans.
Pennsylvania

i Ofiicio. Padre. Madre.
: Seaman. | Joln Sophronfa Pease.
Nelson Almina Rasusser.
Paniter. William Sarah
Brickl’er. | James Eveline Decket.
Boatman. | James Noconoeida
Engincer. | Justin Etizabeth Badgley.
. Painter. Servis A. Marie de Loren.
| Farmer. | Thomas S. Harcum.
Confect’r. | Jacob Maria Nachor.
Printer. Charles Aspatia Philipps.
Clerk. Louis A. Nath Newton.
. Boatman. | Charles Mary Johnson.

CORBETA DE S. M. YENUS.

|
Ednund H. McDonald
L.J. Thonasson. ...
Daniel E. De Wolt.. ..
Armand R. Woer

20
18
23

'

! Kentucky.

i Alabania.
Alabaniax.

: Alabama.

James

Robert

|
|

VAPOR ISABEL LA CATOLICA.

James H.
Samuel .

l New Albany. | Engineer.

Fenton D. Hough.... Fenton Nancy McDonald.
Charles A, Douwner... Maryland. Clerk. Jason B. Frances J. Merchand.
PUESTOS TAD.

Col. Wi, Scott Haynes
Capt. J. A. Kelly ....
Philip Van Vechten. .

i New Orleans.
| New Orleans. |

~New York.

EN LIBER

Jacob F,

' Lawyer.
i

. |Caroline Roor V' c¢h.

CASTELLO

DE LA PUNTA.

Cornelins Duffy...... ‘, 17
Thomas D. Brown.... 25
Robert Ellis......... 22
Preston Essex........ 125
Thomus Little........ | 30
George Parr......... 25
Joseph Stevens...... 26
John Johnson........ 35
John A. Sowers 21

Boston.

New Orleans.
Washington.
Kentucky.
Philadelphia.
New Orleans.
New York.
Owensboro’.
Kentucky.

Clerk.
Driver.
Clerk.
Boatman.
Carpenter.
Clerk.
Carpenter.
Merchant.
Merchant,

Michael
John G.
Robert
William
John
John
William
S.J.
William

Margaret Doyle.
Louisa Newman.
Mary Brook.
Susan Baker.
Mary Foy.

Mary

L. Onet.

S. Stark.

C. Jenkius.

George W. Richardson 385

HOSPIT

|
Massachusetts Clerk.

AL MILITAR.

I .
i Robert

Gzorge Egerton...... 24 | Massachusetts Carpenter. Owin
Isaac Frecborn....... 38 . Ohio. { Tailor. Jacob
Thomas L. McNeill... 23 N. Carolina. | Clerk. Thomas
William Miller....... 32 © New Orleans. | Boot ma’r.! William
Wilson L. Keeves.... 19 | Georgia. [ Driver. Jephe B.
John Clume ......... 21 | Pennsylvania.’ Boatman. | Henry
David Gino.......... 26 ' Philadelphia. ' Laborer. 0

Mary Brook.
Maria Foster.
Mary McLelly.
Rose A. Fippins.
‘| Ann Irons.
Cynthia Townx.
Mary Hodge.

Desconoeids.t Deconoeida.

PrEsip1o DEPARTMENTAL DE LA HaBANA, 23 de Setxe de 1851.
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Commodore Parker to the Captain-General of Cuba.

U. S. Frac-surp SARANAC,
Havana, September 16, 1851.

ExceLLENT SiR: From the newspapers received this day from New Or-
leans, and other parts of the United States, I observe with pleasure that all
the men collected for the unlawful invasion of this Island have been disre -
sed, and that the President of the United States has reiterated strict order-
to both civil and military officers, 10 use every exertion to prevent in futu:c
any unlawful assemblage of men, or the embarkation of such men on any
pretext whatever, from any port of the United States.

Now that all appears tranqui!, would it be asking too much of your Ex-
cellency to take into consideration the propriety and humanity of releas-
ing the prisoners now at your Excellency’s disposition—particularly such of
‘them as are wounded and sick.

This course I am sure wouid be the means of tranquilizing the excited
people of the United States, and be most gratifying to my Government.

I hope you will appreciate the motives I have for soliciting this favor at
your Excellency’s hands, and believe me to be, with high considerations of
respect, your obedient servant,

FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Commander-in-chief of the U. S. Naval Forces
in the West Indies.

His Excellency Sefior Don Jose pE Lo ConcHa, )

Governor and Captain-General of the Island of Cuba, &c., &c.

[Translation.]

The Captain-General of Cuba to Commodore Parker,
Havana, September 18, 1851.

My DEar Sir: I have received your communication of the 16th instant,
informing me that you perceived, by the New Orleans papers and those
_journals published at other points in the United States, that the men who
had assembled for the purpose of unlawfully invading this Island had been
disbanded ; and that the President of the United States had again issued the
most stringent orders to both civil and military officers to prevent in future
all illegal assemblages of this class of men, and the possibility of their em-
barking at any of the ports of the United States, _concludmg with the re-
mark, that now, when every thing appears tranquil, I ought to take into
consideration the propriety of setting at liberty those prisoners who are still
here, especially those who are sick and wounded, and that you are sure that
such an act would contribute to calin the excitement of the people of the
United States, and prove very gratifying to your Government.

I have to say to you in reply, that it 1s not in my power to comply with
yaur. request, as I have already informed her Majesty’s Government of the
events which have lately transpired on this Island, and that I was going to
send to Spain all the pirates whose lives have been spared in virtue of the
pardon which I granted in my proclamation of the 24th of last August, in
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dererence to considerations of humanity, to be disposed of there agreeably
10 its superior will. ) ) )

I am, with cvery censideration, your attentive, faithful servant, whokisses.
your hand,
‘ . JOSE DE LA CONCHA.

To Mr. FoxuaLL A. PARXER,

Commander-in-Chief of the Naval Forces
of the United States in the West Indies.

Crmmodore Parleer to Mr. Webster.

U. S. Frac-saip SArRANAC,
Havana, Oclober 5, 1851.

Sir: On ey return from Matanzas to this place, I learned that two men,
Robert H. Breckinbridge and Ransom Beach, both from the state of Ken-
tucky, had been picked up in a small boat at sea by a Spanish merchant
«rrhooner, and were then confined in prison at this place.

I waited on the Captain-General and inquired why and wherefore these
men had been captured, who informed me that they were captured on the
high seas, but had confessed they were a part of the Lopez expedition, had
been on the island some twenty days, and made their escape thirty-six
hours before they were captured in the boat, which belonged to a small ves—
«el anchored near the shore, that the boat was recognized as having been
stolen, &c.

In the course of conversation, the Captain-General said he would be com~
pelled to try these inem under the general law of nations for piracy, but
they would be dealt with as leniently as possible, and under no circumstances
would their lives be endangered.

I have reason to hope these men will be released. There are now here
filteen prisoners, thirteen of whom are in the Hospital, but not dangerously
siek.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

FOXHALL A. PARKER,
Commanding Home Squadron.
Tre Hon, Danier, WEBSTER,
Necretary of State, Washington, D. C.

Myr. Calderon to Acting Secretary of State.

[Translation.]

Lecartion oF SpaIN i WasHINGTON, _

New York, August 26, 1851,
it has positively been announced in all the newspapers of this city, and
those of this evening confirm the fact, that, not only her Majesty’s Consul
in New Orleans, but also the editors of a Spanish journal published in that
city, called ¢ La Union,” together with many peaceable Spaniards, have
" been brutally insulted. Herewith enclosed is the ¢ Commercial Adverti~

ser’”’ of this evening, containing an account of tke cccurrence. |
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The undersigned, Envoy Exttaordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of
‘her Catholic Majesty, has not yet received any authentic information of
the affair, nor is it natural that he should, if, as it is said, Her Majesty’s
Consul has taken refuge in a prison, or has become the victim of some crirc-
inal outrage. :

The undersigned flatters himself with the hope that the rumor is false,
or that it has been greatly exaggerated for the diabelical purpose of inflam-
ing the evil passions of men. The Federal Government, however, is, no
deubt, in possession of reliable information on the subject.

But the undersigned would fail in the performance of his duty, in his
own opinion, if, in the present state of uncertainty, he did not address him-
self to the acting Secretary of State, as he now does, with a request that
he will kave the goodness to inform him of the truth; and in case these ru-
mored acts of violence should actually have been committed, to ask, in the
most urgent manner, in the name of civilization, of the law of nations, of
treaty obligations, and of morality, that the Consul of -her Catholic Majesty
in New Orleans, and all Spaniards residing in the United States, be effi-
ciently protected in their persons and property, and that due satisfaction
may be secured, both to the demands of justice and to the Spanish nation.
The undersigned repeats again, that he still flatters himself that this is one
of those innumerable falsehoods which evil-minded men have circulated
with such unheard of profusion, in the hope of destroying those friendly re-
Jations which happily exist between the two countries, to the mutual ad-
vantage of both parties. Such is his earnest wish ; such is his hope.

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to renew to the acting
Secretary of State the assurances of his most distinguished consideration.

, A. CALDERON DE LA BARCA.

Hon. W. S. DERRIick,

Acting Secretary of State of the United States.

Acting Secretary of State to U. 8. District Attorney at New Orleans.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
, Washington, August 28, 1851,

Sir: I have the honor to transmit enclosed, a copy of a despatch from
the Minister of Spain near this Government, of the 26th instant, in which
he invites attention to certain outrages alleged to have been recently com-
mitted upon the Spanish Consul and other Spanish residents of New
Orleans. .

Allow me to request that you will immediately institute a strict inquiry
into the truth of these representations; and if, upon investigation, they
prove to be well grounded, you will report the facts of the case to this
department, and take proper steps to vindicate the laws and bring the
offenders to punishment. )

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

' WM. 8. DERRICK;
‘ . : Acting Secretary.

LoeaN Hunrow, Esq.,

‘U. 8. District Attorney, New Orleans, La.
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M. Calderon to Acting Secretary of State.

[Translation.]

SpanisH LEgaTIoN 1N WASHINGTON,
New York, August 29, 1851.

In addition to his note of the 26th instant, the undersigned, envoy ex-
traordinary and minister plenipotentiary of her Catholic Majesty, begs to
enclose to the acting Secretary of State of the United States a copy of a
telegraphic communication which he received yesterday from her Ma-
jesty’s vice consul at Mobile, confirming, in a certain degree, the accounts
of the outrages committed in New Orleans against her Majesty’s consul
for that port. o

Upon this subject, as it shows that he had ample cause, and is still justi-
fied in asking, in the most urgent manner, that efficient measures may be
adopted, the undersigned desires to call the attention of the acting Sec-
retary of State to the fact, which he will already have learned from the
journals of this city, viz: that but for the decided and timely 1nterf¢?renc’e
of the local authorities of this place, it is probable that both her Majesty’s
consul for this port, and the editor of the Cronica, would have likewise
been the victims of some violent outrage. Convinced, as the undersigned
is, that the enlightenel Government ot the United States, and the upright
chief magistrate at the head of it, will employ all the means necessary to
check such abominable excesses, which they cannot but condemn with just
indignation, he abstains from making any idle reflections, and renews to'the
acting Secretary of State the assurances of his distinguished consideration.

A. CALDERON DE LA BARCA.
Hon. Wy. S. DERRICK,
Acting Secretary of State of the U. S. of America.

[By Telegraph.]

WasHINGTON, August 28, 1851.

The Spanish consul’s office at New Orleans has been entered and torn to
pieces, and the consul burnt in effigy, last night. '

SpaNisH CoNsuL AT MOBILE, August 22, 1851.
To SpaNisH MINISTER,

Care Spanish Consul, 115 Leonard street.

True copy.

Acting Secretary of State to Mr. Calderon.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, August 30, 1851.
The undersigned, acting Secretary of State of the United States, has
the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the two notes which Don A. Cal-

.
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deron de la Barca, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of
her Catholic Majesty, near this Government, addressed to him on’ the
26th and 29th inst., inquiring of #his Department, whether official infor-
mation of certain reports respecting outrages alleged to have been com-
mitted lately against the Spanish Consul, the Editers of the * Union," and
many peaceable Spaniards in New Orleans, had reached this Department,
and asking for efficient protection of the persons and property of those
individuals. )

Possessing no official information respecting the outrages complained
of in these communications, as having been committed in New Orleans,
the undersigned hopes sincerely with Mr. Calderon, that the reports
which have been published in the journals of the day may prove to have
been greatly exaggerated.

In the meantime, however, the undersigned has instructed the United
States’ District Attorney at New Orleans to furnish this Department with
a full statement of facts respecting these alleged acts of violence, and to
prosecute any persons who may be found to have been engaged in them.

- The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to renew to Mr. Calle-
ron the assurances of his distinguished consideration.
WM. S. DERRICK,
Acting Secretary.

Acting Secretary of State to the United States District Attorney at Noiw
Orleans.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, September 1, 1851.

Sir: Referring to the letter addressed to you from this Department on
the 28th ult., relative to alleged acts of violence upon the Consul of her
Catholic Majesty, and other Spanish residents of New Orleans, I have to
request that you will, in prosecuting your inquiries, endeavor to ascertain,
with all practicable accuracy, what amount of pecuniary loss or damage
Mr. Laborde may have sustained in the attack upon him by the mob of
that city, and communicate the particulars to this Department without
unnccessary delay.

I am, sir, respectfully,
Your obedient servant, ]
WM. S. DERRICK,
Acting Secretary.
Locan Huntox, Esq.
U. S. Attorney for the Eastern District of Louisiana.

Myr. Calderon to Acting Secretary of State.
- [Translation.]

LEGATION OF SPAIN, IN WASHINGTON,
New York, September 5, 1851,
The undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentinry
of her Catholic Majesty, proceeds to place in the hands of the Acting
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Secretary of State, the accempanying narrative of the violent outrages
which have been inflicted upon her Majesty’s Consul in New Orleans,
and upon several peaceful and industrious Spaniards residing in that city.

'Thix narrative has been compiled by the undersigned from the various
accounts which have been forwarded by said Consul, who, finding it im-
possible freely to perform the functions of his office, and In view of the
~isk he has undergone, and would still undergo, of jeopardizing his life,
has been compelled to ahandon his post, recommending all Spanish sub-
jects to the protection of the French and English Consuls, as it appears
from the annexed copies.

From this narrative, we gather that the unheard-of crime of sending,
without hindrance, an armed ecxpedition of considerable strength from
New Orleans, to take possession of her Catholic Majesty’s territory, in
the midst of peace, laying waste her property and killing her subjects,
has been aggravated, if” such a thing be possible, by subsequent atrocities.

Her Majesty’s Consul has been assaulted,—his place of business forcibly
entered—the effects belonging to him destroyed—his life threatened, and
the wign of his office torn down and carried away in triumph to Lafayette
Siuare, where, in the midst of rude jests, it was publicly burned, together
with the Spanish flag; and, as if such disorderly acts had not been suffi-
cient, they have taken away the official papers of the Consulate, and it is
credibly rumorcd that the same will be published. Personal attacks were
also made upon several Spaniards, as well as upon the Consul, and their
respeesive houses plundered ; all of which is proved by the annexed list.

The undersigned feels persuaded that the noble President Fillmore de-
plores and highly disapproves of these excesses, and that his enlightened
cabinet, and all the good men of the republic cannot do otherwise than
to condemn the same, as well as his Excellency.

In the meanwhile, however, the hostilities and bloody acts of violence
comipitted on Rpanish tervitory,—the insult offered to the dignity of her
Cuthelic Majesty in the person of her Consul,—the robbery of her
archives,—the trampling on the rights of her subjects, and the plundering
the latter of their property, have placed the relations between Spain and
the United States i the most melancholy condition.

For this reason, the undersigned, in compliance with the sacred dictates
of duty, appeals again to the most excellent President, as bound to see
that the treaty stipulations with Spain are faitlfully carried out, and to
protect the Spanish residents in the United States, under the guaranty of
those treaty stipulations, and of the laws, for the purpose of asking, once
wore, not only for just satisfaction for the above-mentioned insults and
actx of hostility, with a corresponding indemnification for the damages and
wjuries inflicted upon her Catholic Majesty’s subjects, but also for the
adoption of the most efficient measures, in order that Spain may rest
sccure that such scenes will not be repeated.

The undersigned venews to the Acting Sccretary of State the assurances
of his most distinguished consideration.

A. CALDERON DE LA BARCA.
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[Translation.]

D SeANIRH LEGATION Iy WASHINGTON,
New York, September 5, 1851.
A narrative of the outrages committed in New Orieans. upon the persons
and properties of her Majesty's consul in that city, aind of seeeral other

Spaniards.

On the arrival of the steamer ¢ Crescent Clitv.” on the 21st of last
August, at eight o’clock in the morning, the daily press hegan to excite the
angry passions of the people, and fully succeeded in that intuitous purpase.

A pumerous crowd, exasperated by the falsehoods which said press had
knowingly circulated, and by inflammatory haveugnes, started for the
office of a Spanish newspaper published in New Oricuns, called * i
Union,” and destroyed it completely, the editor having ouly saved his lif.
at the entreaties of his wife and children.

The mob having divided itself into groups, started in the direction o¥
various establishments belonging to Spaniards, a list of which is herewith
enclesed, and proceeded to demolish them all, ~ome beling moie or less in-
jured than others, merely because the property belonged to Spaniavds.

In their mad fury, they called at the house of her Majesty's consui,
which they entered, demolished whatever they happened to meet with,
seized his papers and hooks of entry, and tore down the sign of the con-
sulate and the national flag, which they afterwards carried in triumpli 5
Lafayette square, where they were cut and broken into fragmeuts, aunld
burned up. :

The sign of the consulate was torn down by the recorder of the first
municipality, as it is stated, with a view of thux appeasing the anger of
the crowd, by gratifying their wishes so far.

Her Majesty's consul, Don J. J. Laborde, being compclled to vield t,
the representations of the recorder, and mayor of the first municipality,
who assured him that he was endangering his life, concealed himself, and
presently took refuge in the house of a friend. With a view of continuing
to inflame the evil passions of men, and to keep such passionsin a constant
state of fermentation, *“ the press was induced, (thesc are the consul’s own
words,) to follow in the same strain by representing, in its leading articles,
the exasperated condition of the public mind, as having been produced by
the indiscreet conduct of several Spaniards, boastful and elated at the
triumph obtained over the pirates. So great a falsehood was never put in
circulation before.” In such a conflict, the consul, who found himself

- abandoned by all the authorities, sought in vain to find the governor of

the State! His excellency was, as usual, out of the city.

«T undertook afterwards, (continucs the consul,) to induce the mayor
and the recorder to do something, as those officials had previously en-
treated me to interpose my influence with the editors of “La Union," in
order that they might be moderate in their remarks in the number of their
paper which was to be issued on the 2_3d, requesting me, Sl.lOI‘tly after-
wards, that I would persuade the aforesaid editors not to publish their pa-
per for some days, all of which I guaranteed should he done, in order to
secure the tranquillity about which so much anxiety was felt. I did not
on this account, however, succeed in inducing these local authorities to

adopt such meazures a3 would have evineed, on their part; a desiie to re-
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strain those who were rcady, as it was known, to commit a thousand taro-
citiex. The calling out of the troops, for the preservation of order, was
cvaded in various ways. I was informed, that the greatest portion of them
partook largely of the same sentiments, and that they were not, therefore,
*0 be trusted. .

* The troops under General Twiggs, stationed at a short distance from

_- ¥
==t

<his city, had become uscless, inasmuch as their command was temporarily
abzent in the Bay of St. Louis; and even though he had been here, ke
would have turned a deaf ear to my most pressing requests.”

Thus forsaken by those who should have protected him, and left to the
merey of a ferocious rabble, the consul adopted the only alternative which
was left to him. He ceased to perform the functions of his office, and
committed the property and persons of Spanish subjects to the care and
protection of the British and French consuls, in the terms specified in copy
(A) of a communication which he addressed to them, which fact was
brought to the knowledge of our countrymen, by the notice as contained in
copy (B.

‘}%’aginzg taken refuge in the house of a friend, situated thirty-three miles
from the city, the consul was about to repair to Havana, where he is pro-
bably at present.

And what else could he have done? He says, and very justly, “Asa
great portion of the papers belonging to the consulate are in the possession
uf several of the rioters, and it 1s rumored that said papers will be pub-
lished, springing thus a source of irritation to the families and friends of
those residing in this city, who are implicated in favoring piratical expe-
ditions, it is not to be wondered at, I repeat, if the mob, on being again
influenced, should proceed to the perpetration of fresh outrages.”

The consul encloses the following list of the houses which have been
plundered :

Consulate of her Catholic Majesty completely destroyed without a ves-
tige being left of its archives.

Printing-office of the newspaper «“ La Union” completely destroyed.

Coffee-house called “ Jenny Lind” razed to the ground.

Coffee-house of Seiior Albeio, not entirely destroyed.

Coffee-house of Don Antonio Rovira, not entirely destroyed.

Coffee-house of Don N. N. Bertram completely demolished.

Coffee-house of Don Juan Carbé totally destroyed.

:I:wo other coffee-houses, the owners of which names T know not, destroyed.

Tobacco store of Don A. Hernandez completely destroyed and its valu-
able contents stolen.

Tobacco store called “La Corina,” belonging to Don Francisco Roma-
gora, entirely destroyed.

. Tobacco store of Don Y. M. Caballero completely destroyed, with many
other establishments, which have suffered little, in consequence of various
medns adopted by their owners for the preservation of the same, some
culling themselves American citizens, and others, by simply hoisting the
flag of this republic without saying any thing.

A. CALDERON DE LA BARCA.
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[Translation.]

A.

. NewW OrLEANS, August 22, 1851.

The cvents of yesterday, of which you will have been informed, compel
me to resort to the only expedient which is left me, in the very painful
position in which I am placed. Relying, as I am bound to do, upon
the well known sympathy, nobleness, and generosity of the valiant English
[French] nation, of whose government you are the worthy representative
at this port, 1 place under the magnanimous protection of the illustrious
flag of her Britannic Majesty, [of the republic,] all the Spanish subjects of
her Catholic Majesty, expecting that my request will be well received by
you, which will secure you the blessings of those who at present consider
themselves without protection.

I hope that, should you think it proper, as I think it is, in order that
those who are to be protected by you may be apprised of the fact, you will
cause my request to be published in any papers which you may select to
that effect. ’ ;

May God preserve you for many years.

(True copy:) JUAN IGNACIO LABORDE Y TRUEDA,

' Consul ad interim of her Majesty.

A. CALDERON DE LA BARCA.
Her Brrrannic Masesty’s CoNsuL, Present.

The same, with the alterations in [ ], to the
ConsuL oF TEE FRENCH REPUELIC, Present.

(True copy:)

[Translation.]
B.
To Spanish subjects and merchants in general.

New OrLEANs, August 28, 1851.

" Until 1 receive instructions from the most excellent Minister of her
Catholic Majesty in Washington, and while the consulate under my charge
continues closed, it is my duty to give notice to all Spanish subjects, that I
‘place their persons and their property under the protection of the authori-
ties of the country, and of the representatives, in this city, of those nations
which are allied to the government of her Catholic majesty, and to apprize
merchants generally, that all matters connected with the duties of my office,
will be attended to and disposed of, without distinction, by her Britannic
Majesty’s consul, and the consul of the French republic, residing in this city.
' JUAN IGNACIO LABORDE.

(True copy :)
A. CALDERON DE LA BARCA.
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Acting District Attorney of the United States for the Eastern district of
Louisiana to the Acting Secretary of State.

NEW ORLEANS, September 25, 1851.

Sit: After a delny which I found to be unavoidable, but for which I
beg to express my regrets, I proceed to submit, in reply to your letters of
the 28th ultimo and Ist instant, such particulars in respect to the outrages
which were committed upon the Spanish consul and other Spanish residents
of this city, on the 21st of August last, as I have been able to ascertain.

In order to obtain the most full and authentic information in regard to
the origin and extent of the riots which took place on that day, as well as
the measures which were adopted by the public authorities for their sup-
pression, I addressed a letter to the Honorable A. D. Crossman, Mayor
of the city, and I enclose herewith his reply, and also copies, furnished by
him, of the several crders issued from his office during the existence of the
excitement, and of his message to the Council of the Second Muricipality
under date of the 26th ultimo.

These documents furnish @ general history of what occurred ; but your
ingtiries in relation 1o the Spanish Consul call for a more particular state-
ment, and compel me to vefer to circumstances which preceded, and per-
haps may serve to explain the attack upon his office.

Mr. Brincio, the sceretary of the Spanish Consul, who arrived on the
Empire City, from Havana, on the 21st August, had in his charge the let-
ters from the prisoners executed in Havana to their friends in this country.
He had been directed by the Captain-General of Cuba, as I am informed,
to deliver the letters addressed to parties in this city, personally, if prac-
ticable. and to deposit the others in the posti-office. It was soon made
known that the letters were in his possession, and many of the parties to
whom letters were directed, ¢alled at the Consul’s office and received them ;
but a report got into circulation in the course of the morning that the let-
ters were improperly detained at the Consul's office, instead of being de-
posited, as usual, in the post-office, and even that the Consul had refused
to deliver them. Perhaps the rumor grew out of a misconstruction of the
conduct of the secretary, who had declined to deliver the letters to any
other than'the parties to whom they were addressed, when the parties
thiemselves were known to be in the eity. It is proper to state that as soon
as he was informed of the misunderstanding and ill-feeling which had been
occasioned, he immediately deposited all the letters remaining in his hands,
in the post-office, and took a receipt for them. I enclose a copy of the
receipt, from which it appears that the letters were put into the post-office’
at 8% o'clock, P. M.: but meanwhile the misrepresentaticns of the matter
which had been circulated, had served to excite some animosity against the
Consul.
~About 2} o'clock, P. M., an extra was issued from the office of “La
Cnion,” which contained an akstract of the news from Havana, preceded
by a few editorial remarks. It so happened that I was passing the office
of “La Union” a few minutes before three o’clock, P. M., and bought at the
office a copy of the extra, which is herewith transmitted. At that time
the press was at work; all was quiet in the neighborhood, and no appre-
hensions seemed to be entertained of any disturbance. It appears, how-
ever, that placards had been posted up during the morning of the 21st,
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threateriing an attack on the office of that journal the ensuing night.—
| Perhaps the publicatiofi of the éxtra precipitated the attack ; but, be this as
it may, between three and four o’clock, P. M., and before the public au-
thorities expected or were prepared to resist it, the attack was made, and
all the presses and other furniture of the office completely destroyed: Nu
violence or personal oflence of any kind, so far as I'can learn, was offered
to any of the people cmployed about the establishment ; and as soon as the
destruction of the office had been accomplished, the parties engaged in it
dispersed. - None of the police appear to have been present, and no arrests
were made ; but it is believed that few, if any, of the persons engaged in
that business took part in the disturbances that afterward occurred. A
great and gereral excitement, however, was created by it throughout the
city. .
%hortly afterward a difficulty occurred in a cigar shop on the corner of
St. Charles and Gravier streets.

I am inclined to believe that the affair was rather accidental than pre-
conterted, and that it was in a great measure induced by the folly of Gon-
zales himself, the proprietor or attendant of the shop. He is said to have
been a very loyal subject of the Queen of Spain, and in the habit of speak-
ing vory freely and in strong language in relation to Cuban affairs. His
shop, however, was the resort of many of that class of men, quite numer-
ous in this city about that time, and known as ¢ Fillibusters.” . They would
call for  Fillibuster cigars,” and Gonzales permitted himself to-be irritated
by it. He had been cautioned in a friendly way against his intemperate
language and conduct on such occasions, and advised not to involve himself
in any unnecessary quarrel.. Quite an angry scene, however, took place
in-his'shop on the morning of the 21st, and in the evening of that day, be-

~ tween four and five o’clock, P. M., an attack was made upon his establish-
**%ment ; but, whether it was induced by the quarrel of the morning, or by
» some new difficulty, I have not been able to learn. The police promptly
interfered, and succeeded, without much trouble, in expelling the assailants
and in closing the doors of the shop, leaving Gonzales within. But the
crowd, which in the feverish state of the public mind had quickly collected
in considerable nimbers, still lingered around the corner, and several citi-
zens addressed them, urging them to respect the laws and preserve the
peace. 'The excitement appeared to subside, and the people had already
began to.disperse, when Gonzales removed the bars of one of the doors
which had been fastened on the inside, and came out upon the sidewalk
in his shirt sleeves, with a knife in his hand, and threatened to kill any one
who should attack him or his property. He was immediately assailed with
stones and brickbats, when he rushed into the crowd, and began to cut right
and left, till he forced his way through and fled towards the guard-house of
the Second Municipality. He was pursued by thie mob, but fortunately some
policemen came out from the guard-house and rescued him from his pursuers.
The attack upon his shop then comménced, and all its contents were broken
" to pieces and thgown into the street. In the midst of the confusion and ex-
citement thus renewed, a cry was raised for an attack on the office of the
Spanish Consul, and the mob forthwith started off in that direction.

The Consul’s office is on Bourbon street, near the corner of St. Louis
street, in the First Municipality. Hon. Joseph Genois, the Recorder of
the First Municipality, informs me that it was between five and six o’clock,

. 3 - B RN . T ‘.
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P. M., that he learned that a mob from the Second Municipality was threat-
ening the Consul’s office, and that he immediately repaired to the spot, ac-
companied by the (‘aptain of the Watch, and one or two policemen. e
states that on his arrival he found the streets filled with people, the doors
of the officc hroken open and some seven or eight persons inside in the act
of breaking the furniture. That he made his way into the office, and com-
manded the rioters to desist from further violence, and that with some dif-
ficulty he at length succeeded in inducing them to withdraw without having
done any serious injury. They possessed themselves, however, of the Con-
sul’s sign, with which they ran off, shouting and exulting, to the Lafayette
square in the Second Municipality, where a public meeting had been called
for that evening, and had alrcady began to assemble, and there the sign
was publicly burned. No arrest was made of any of the persons who had
been found in the office. After the mob had withdragn, the doors were
closed and nailed up. No guard was placed over the office, but the police
retired, or were called off to other scenes of disorder, without any appre--
hension apparently that the attack would be renewed. Within an hour
afterward the rioters returned, forced their way again into the offiee, and
without any interruption or hindrance, destroyed all the furniture of the
office, threw the archives of the Consulate into the street, defaced the por-
traits of the Queen of Spain and the Captain-General of Cuba, and tore
the flag of Spain (which they found in the office) into picces.

All these outrages were committed upon the office of the Consul without
any interference on the part of the police, (none of whom appear to have
been present) and without the apprehension, as yet, of any of the offenders.’
Other disturbances took place during the night, and numerous arrests of
the rioters were made ; but, so far as I can learn, none of the pel:sons con-
cerned in the attack upon the Consul’s office have been taken or identified.
The value of the property destroyed at the Consul’s office cannot be very great:
The chief loss is that of the archives. A portion of them has since heen
recovered, hut I fear the grcater part is lost. The damage done to the
property of individuals eannot yet he ascertained with certainty, hut the
estimates which 1 have heard for the value of the property destl‘oyer{ in
the Second Municipality at $10,000 to $20,000, and in the First Munici-
pality at $6,000 to $7,000.

No personal injury was suffered by the Consul or any one connected with
his office. The story that he had fallen a vietim to violence, or heen com-
pelled to fly for safety to the prison, was one of those falsehoods which. as
his Excellency the Spanish Minister observes, had been scattered through
the country with unheard-of profusion. It may be (though I do not believe
})ti) that if he had fallen'in the way of the rioters’ during the night of the
21st August, he might have been in some danger ; but after the excitement
of that night was over, any notion that his stay in New Orleans would have
been attended with personal danger, is simply ridiculous. It is worthy of
remark that the only person who suffered any injury whatever at the hands
of the mob, was Gonzales, who, in a great measure, was himself to blame for it.
He has since been examined on the complaint of one of %the persons who
was wounded by hrlm, and he now stands committed for trial before the
Criminal Court. The temper of the mob was neither sanguinary, nor even
strongly vindictive; and after the attack upon the Consul’s office; all the
subsequent mischief was committed by parties the most of whom were
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recognized by the police as common vagranfs and thieves, who probably
had no other object in view than plunder. - It is rumored also, that among
them werc some natives of Cuba, who took advantage of the opportunity to
instigate the rioters against their fellow-countrymen of old Spamn. ™

The riots doubtless are to be ascribed to the exasperation excited by the
news from Cuba. It was a sudden outbreak, for which the public authori-
ties were not prepared, and which the citizens did not immediately rally to
resist ; but it 18 a significant fact, that in no instance where the police made
the ‘attempt, did they fail to check the rioters — that in no case was any
violent resistance opposed to them, nor was any effort even made to rescue
parties which they arrested. '

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, ,

. E. A. BRADFORD.

UN1rED STATES DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE,
New Orleans, September 8, 1851.
Sir: I have Dbeen instructed to institute an inquiry in respect to the
“outrages alleged to have been recently committed upon the Spanizh consul
and other Spanish residents of this city,” and to report the {acts of the case
to the Department of State, at Washington. -
As I desire, in furtherance of the views of the Government, to obtain the
most full and authentic information, I beg leave to apply to you for such u
wtatement of the facts connected with the outrages referred to as it may
be in your power to furnish.
. I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
LOGAN HUNTON,
by E. A. BRADFORD.
onorable A. D. Crossyax.

MAYORALTY OF NEW ORLEANS,
September 18, 1851.

Six: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communica-
tion of the 8th instant, in which you desirc to obtain information relative
to the  outrages alleged to have heen recently committed upon the Spanish
consul and other Spanish residents of this city,” for the purpose of report-

_ ing the same to the Department of State,.at Washington. )
. Confining myself strictly to the facts of the case, I would state in reply,
sthat at an early hour on the morning of the 21st ultimo, the steamship
Empire City arrived here, bringing the wmelancholy intclligence of the
egecution at Havana, of a portion of Crittenden’s command, comprising
ﬁf‘l}y-one American citizens. This heart-rending news was confirmed by
the correspondents of the press of this city, who, at the same time, accom-
panied their narrative by a recital of the most revolting and barbarous
indignities committed on the bodies of these unfortunate men after they
had heen shot. These advices spread like wild-fire through the city, and
aroused the entire community to the highest pitch of excitement and
gxasperation, Notwithstanding the universal sympathies of our population,



(1] :

1 did not, however, for a mement apprehend thut any outrage would have
been committed on persons or property, until about two o clock, when [
ascertained that some written placards. had begn stuck up, containing an
inflammatory appeal to unite in destroying, duru‘lg_ the night, the office of
«Lg Union," the Spanish paper of this city. This induced me at once to
send for the Honorable Joseph Genois, recorder of municipality number
one, for the purpose of communicating with him on the sulyect, and a.ft.;cr
consultation we deemed it advisable to call upon the Spanish consul, with
the object of persuading hipx to use al]_ his mfluence wi"ch the editors of thut
paper to suspend its publication until the great excitement should ha,_\'u
gomewhat subsided. On reaching the office of the consul he was not in,
whereupon the recorder and myself, after having cxplained the puiport of
our visit to the consul’s private secretary, left word that we would wait for
him at the mayor's office until three o’clock. A few minutes after tl.c
appointed time Mr. Laborde arrived, and after representing to him the
dangerous excitement which prevailed, and the probability that it might he
quieted by an authorized annouucement that  La Union” would suspend
its issues for soine time, he consented to use all his influence in carryiny
out our wishes, and actually gave the requisite instructions to that effect t.
his private sccrctary in our presence. At that time I had not the slightest
idea that any attack would have heen made upon the Spanish consul, and
go expressed myself at the moment.

On leaving my office at four o’clock in company with the Hon. Recorder
Genois and some other gentlemen, we were then apprised that the estab-
lishment of ** La Union” had becu destroyed. The persons who partici-
pated in this act of violence weng determinedly and coolly to work, and, it
must needs be confessed, were cncouraged by the presence and openly
avowed sympathies of many citizens. Previously to this occurrence I hutl
issued orders to the heads of police to muster all their available forces, anil
to increase them to any extent that might he demanded by the public
safety.

In the meanwhile the excitement continued to grow, and at five o’clock
a concerted attack was made on the cigar shop of a Spaniard in St. Charles
street. The police, however, succeeded for a moment in arresting the dis-
order at this point, only to break out, however, simultancously and with
renewed violence in various other ¢uarters. An immense demonstration
was made on the establishment at the corner of Tchoupitoulas and Poydins
streets, and on repairing thither I addressed the multitude, counselling
them to preserve order and peace, und calling upon all good citizens to aidl
in suppressing the disorder. The crowd dispersed, promising. to hehave
‘peaceably, but the riots broke out anew; and indeed so strongly were Lire
sympathies of the community enlisted in the cause of the expedition, a(l
so greatly were they incensed at the barbarities said to have been practised
in Havana, that for a moment the greater portion of the population was
cntirely disaffected, and the police were thus left to cope with the riosers
without much assistance on the part of the eitizens. 8o spontancous alxo
were the (.listurbances_ in varibus parts of the city, that it was impossible
for the police to act with concert; and the same difficulty was experiencel
‘with the military, who turned out in very limited numbers only, and were
not enabled to effect an organization until an advanced hour of the evenine.

I was so much occupied in going over the entire extent of the city, th:t
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it was nearly eight o’clock in the evening 1 fore I heard of the attack on
the office of the Spanish congul. Tt was nov wntil twelve o'clock that the
rioters were finally dispevsed. after having broken open about a dozen
coffee-louses and shope in different portions of the city.
I e wssure yvou, hewever, from infomastion T subseguently veceived,
that 1ot one-fonribethe places which 36 wis designed to sitack were i -
turbed: sud wore it siot for the fery decided measures which | teok for the
preservation of the peuce on the following day, and the bearty vesponse
made by the citizens to iy proclamation calling upon them to aid the a-
thoritics i snppressing the twrbulent proceadings. there would doubtle;
have been o reuowal off those disgracetul occwrrences which, for the fajr
favic of our city, Iso deeply deplore. I will also stute that several citi-
zens who had been led to belive, from various threats, that their property
was menaced with destruction. called upoun ine for assistance, aud in cvery
instance T took the necessary precautions io preserve them frone being nio-
lested. 1 deem it proper to add that the ouly thme T suw the Spunish
consul was during the brivt interview with him in my ofiiee on the 21st. the
particulars of wlich have already been set forth. The foregoing state-
ment cuibraces a covvecs and faithfal seconnt of the proceedings whicl
took place in this city on the 21zt and 224 Wtimo. In cornexion with the
above. 1t may he perhaps not sanis< o whd that Mre. Musson. the postaster
of 'this city, called ou e Detween two and three o'elock, on the 21st
uliimo, aned stated that he eptertained some spprehensions that an attack
Wi be vaade on the < Union” office dwive the night, Tle also verrked
tiat Mr. e Buys bisdeputy, had informed him that pevsons had called ot
the po -effier for Jetters whicl had heen written to them by the anfortu-
note v ennes ot Havana, aud that he overheard =ome of them utter threats
ggaiust the Spanisi conal for vt having depoxited the detiers in the jost-
office.

Finally, az o wmatier of reforence, Lheg to enclose a copy of an officiol comn-
wnnication which 1 sent into the comelof nunieipality, No, 2. in relation
to the ocervences of the 20t anmd 220wt The streng language which 1
employed on the oeciston had it~ ovizin in the coneurrent accowits veceived

- by all the paprvs of this citw, frem their \‘u!'ic).u:t con*v.’x;n_rn:'wr.ats m Havana,
reciting the mmtilations aned bavluorisies committed on the ]Jt'dl#‘? after dc:l.tl:.

In addition to the above defaibe T hiase deenmed it proper, with the view
of placing tlie Srate Department in posresion of all the .iuiln'n.mtiou tonch-
ing on the sbjeet, to enclose copies, vnmbered one to nine. of the various
orders and direction. sssned from my ofiice duvings Iha: })f,‘l'l')tl of exeitement.

T fiave the honer to hey very vespectfuliy, vour abedient gervant,

"AL D, CROSSMAN, Mayor.

»

Locay Hunrox, Feg..
United Stotes District Attoruey.

MATORALTY of NEW ORLEANS, _lugust 26, 1821
Guxtnessy : On Thursday last our usually yuiet city wax thrown into
the deepest agitation by the receipt of advices from Havana, announcir g
the horrible massacre of a nuwber of our citizens, coupled with details «f
the most revolting indignities and mutilations committed on their Lodies,
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Counuiseration for the untimoly fate of so many gallant young men, was for
the moment ab:orbesl in a universal expression of horror at the harbarous
manner of their death : and it became cvident that the vecital of these
cruel events, lad aroused the public mind to the highest pitch of excite-
ment. Such being the state of affairs, and feaving that the natural indig-
nation of the cominunity might wanifesteitselt in acts subversive of law
and order. I gave directions m the forenoon o the heads of police to take
the needful measures for the preservation ot the public peace by putting
on such additional force as they might deem necessary.

Notwithstanding these precantionary steps, I deeply vegret to state, for
the fair fame of our city, that during the afternoon and nigzht, secencs of
violence and disovder weve committed, aund the property of inoffensive
citizens destroyed ; and although using every personal exertion to put a
stop to these outhreaks, I feel compelled to add that my cfforts, together
with those of the police, were only partiully successful. Indeed, so spon-
taneous was the movement on the part of the rivters, and such the sud-
denness with which tumultuous assemblages appeared in various parts of
the city, that, in addition to the embarrassment occasioned by the lateness
of the honr, the police officers found it extremely difficult to act with that
degree of soncert necessary to the prompt suppression of the disorders,
Later. however, when the police had got fairly organized, it s due to
state that they pertormed efficient =crvice, aud <uceceded in arresting a
considerable number ot the vioters, and by restoring the public peace.

Early in- the evening, findinig that the viors and outrages o property
coutinued unchecked, I deemed it my daty to call upon the military to
hold themselves i readiness st a moment’s warning, and, on a given signal,
to aid in repressing the tumult, )

At cleven o'clock that night. Tissied a proclamation calling upon all
wood citizens to aid the antborities in preserving the order, peace and
dizmity of the city; aud on the following day T put forth anether procla-
mation inviting any fellow-citizens to enrol themselves nz a special police .
for the purpose of performing patrol duties.  This call. T am happy to
say, wis promptly responded to by many of owr most respected citizens,
and 1t Is with great pleasure that I thus publicly ackuowledge the impor-
tant services rendered by this volunteer corps in preserving the peace of
the city, despite the great excitement which continued to prevail on Friday
and Saturday.  Nor must I omit to mention the fact that many strangers
now =ojourning i the city, came forward and tendered to me their services
on Friday, for which disinterested offer they are cntitled to the hearty
thanks of the community. Ax therc was reason to apprehend a rencwal
n‘{ ‘thc seenes of 'l‘llul'Sday, /I cuasedd the military to v seain nnder arms on
Friday night; but I feel deéply gratoful in adding th:t there was no occa-
sion for their services,

Several citizens, who, in consequence of threats, had been led to Delieve
that their property was menaced with destruction, applied to me for pro-
tection, and in every instance I'gave immediate orders for the stationing
of an, extra force i their vicinity. Indeed, if any intention existed on
the part of cvil-minded persons to disturh the public peace on Friday, it
was most effectually thwarted by the complete and extensive arfangements
wade by the authorities to put down disorder wherever it might manifest
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Citself.  These preparations have necessarily entailed some expense on the

gity, which will have to be met.

I cannot dismiss the subject without again expressing my sincere sorrow
and regret that our city should have been made the seenc of such disgruceful
oceurrences as took place on Thursday last. Conduct of this kind can
admit of no malliation, and, whilst I would not for a moment set up, in
justification of those ¢xcesses, the excitement produced Ly the heart-rend-
g hews from Havana, knowing as I do that in 2 popular government
it is cssential ‘that the laws be maintained, yet, on reviewing the causes out
of which these disorganizing acts arose, I cannot but congratulate my
fellow-citizens that these disreputable riots have terminated without hlood-
shed,

In conclusion, allow me to express the hope that our city may nhever
again he disgraced by such exhibitions as were unfortunately witnessed
last Thursday. New Orvleans has always been characterized by her love
of order, and her obedicnee to the laws, and every good citizen should do
all in his power to maintain and preserve this reputation. No grievance,
however insupportable, no outrage, however gross, can justify @ rerort to
mob violence. An habitual disregard of the laws framed by the people
for their own-protecticn, can only end in demoralization of the commu-
nity. '

I have the honor.to by, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

. A. D. CRUSS.\I\N J[t/,_ljw‘.
To the Honorable PRESIDENT AXD MuMBERs
oF MuxicrpaLIty No. 2,

No. 1.

Mavoranry or New ORLEANS,
August 21, 1851,
Qs T have sone reason to fear that, in the present excited state of 1he
public mind, some disturlances may take place to-night, and would there-
fore request vou to take the needfnl preeaution to preserve the public
peace, by putiing on =ues force as you may deem necessary.
Respeatfully, your ohedient ~crvant,
‘\. ']). (7‘11(‘);\‘,’\‘)[‘\.\'. _’/H'l/n/'.
aptain Hexepy Fonrxo,
High Constadle of Mienicipality No. 2.

No. 2. ’

. ATATORALTY 0F NEW (RLEANE,
August 21, 1851,
By virtue of the powe. rested in me by law, you are requested to order
out the military under your command, and to use all the means at your
disposal for the jreservation of the public peace.
I hiave the honor to be, very respectfully, your cbedient servant,
‘ . > . A. D. CROSSMAN, Mayor.
Major-General J. L. LEWISs, ‘
Commanding Louisiana Militia.
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PROCLAMATION BY THE MAYOR.

MAYORALTY OF NEW ORLEANS, - |’ P
: : . August 21, 1851, 11 o'clock, . M.
- Whereas, during this afternoon and night, certain persons have so far
forgotten the ohedience due to the laws of their country, as’to openly .
violate the peace by creating riots and disturbances, which, nnfortur_m,te]y.'
for the good reputation of the city, have terminated in the destruction:of
property ; and whereas, it i3 essential to the well-being of society, that the
supremacy of the laws he maintained, I, A. D. Crossman, Mayor of the
city of New Orleans, thercfore issue this my proclamation, calling on all
good citizens to aid in suppressing these disturbances, and to assist the
authoritics in preserving the order, peace, and dignity of the city. i

A. D. CROSSMAN, Mayps.”, "

L. HevLiger, Secretary.

. ‘ Xo. 1.

MavoraLEY OF NEW ORLEAKS,
, - August 22, 1851,
Str: You will perceive by the evening papers, that I have issued a pro-
clamation, caliing on the citizens to come forward and enrol themselves as.
an auxiliary rotice, for the purposé of performing patrol duty to-night.
You are therdfo-e authorized to commission such ecitizens a: may apply to
he enrolicd, anl to furnish them the necessary  equipment aud arms.
Colonels Walten and Pickett have just called on me to tender their sér-
vices in the pres:nt emergency. .
I bave the hosor to he your obedient servant, :
A. D. CROSSMAN, Mayor.
P. S. I shall remain at the mayor’s office during this afternoorn” and
cvening. _ . o
To th~ Hun, J. N. Hawtiiony,
Aecting Recorder Municipality No, 2.

No. 5.

MAYORALTY oF NEW ORLEANS, -
_ : ‘ August 22, 1851.
. Enclosed T heg Lo hand you a copy of a letter which T have just received
from Messs. John Maginnis & Co., proprietors of the & 'frue. Delta.”
These gentlemen haye been led to believe, from vatiousreportsgnd thieats,
that their newspaper establishment is to be'attacked to-night, and I'have
thereforc to ‘request that you will forthwith order such & foree 4b- bo
detached, as you may deem sufficient for the preservation of the property
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of Messis. John Maginnis & Co, You will please comuunicate at ouce
with Capt. Forno on the subject, .
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
‘ A.. D. CRObS:\i\T\' ﬁjrruu/‘,
To fhe Hon, J. N, Hawrmnors, '
Acting Recorder of Munieipality No. 9.

No. 6.

) MAYORALTY 06 NEW ORLEANS,

T Awvgust 22, 1851,

Sm: As I have good cause to apprehend this evening a renewal of the
disgraceful disturbances Which took place last night, snd as these ontrage-
ous proceedings must be stopped at all hazards, I direet you forthwith to
asscmble the whole police foree under your control, and to station them in
St. Charles street, and other thoroughfures, with instructions to disperse
all assémblics of suspicions persons. '

You arc likewise authorized to inérease your fivee, Ly accepting the
serviees of every citizen who may volunteer to assist in preserving the
public peace ; also to call upon citizens to envol themselves as o special pelice,
and to patrol the Streets in such detachments as youmay deem necesrai v,

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your ohedient sevvant,

AL Do CRONSMAN, Ay

. 20T have given the requisite instenerions to Aciing Recorders Klder
sud Iawthern. ™ You will please to commnmicate to we, feom tine {o time,
the state of affirs. :

* Copt. Husey JFonxo,
Higl Constable Municrpelity No. 2.

YRS
PROCLAMATION BY THE MAYOR. s

Mavyoransy oF NEW ORLEANS, ‘
August 22, 1851, 11 4. A7

Whereas, there is good reason to apprehend, during the day and evening,
a renewal of the disgraceful occurrences which took place Jast night; and
whereas, it is due to the maintenanec of Inw. and the preservation of the
public peace, that these disturbances shoull be put down at all hazavds;
therefore, ' _

T, A. D. Crossman, Mavor of the ity of New Urleans, deem it proper
to issue this 1y proclamation, ealling upon all good citizens to abstain from
gathering and mixing together in crowds, and to do all that Tes i thew
power to allay the excited state of the public mind. S

And, in order more effectually to suppress the riotous “spirit which lhas
unfortunately manifested itself in our midst, I appeal to my fellow-citizens
to e r.1ithemselves as a speciu]_po]ice, and to report themselves forthwith
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in readiness {o the offices of the various recorders of the three Munici-
palitics, for the purposc of performing patrol duty. N
A. D. CROSSMAN, HMayor.
L. HeyLiser, Secretary. .

No. 8.

MavyoraLry oF NEW ORLEANS,
Awgust 25, 1851,

S Although at the present moment everything is ¢uiet. yet the pos-
sibility of exeiting news reaching ns from Havana renders it necessary that
von should ¢ontinue to keep up vour organization. so that at a moment’s
warning vou may be enabled to concentrate your whole force on any given
point. .

1 tenst thae nuo farther disturbance will oceur, bhut in the meantime it is
proper that you shonld be on your guard, for under no circumstances can
a repetition of the scenes of Thursday last he tolerated.

Respoctfudly, your obedient servant.
A D CROSSMAN, Mayor.
Captain dexey Forve,
High Constuble, Municipality No. 2

- No. 1.
MAYORALTY OF NEW ORLLANS,
Auwgust 27, 1851,

S Although ©sincerely trust that no further attempt will he made to
twh the peace of the city, such as oceurred during your whsence, yet I
deem it prudent tp he prepared for any sudden eme}gcncy, and would
therefore recommend to you the propriety of having the police ready to act
at & moment’s warning, in the event of the receipt of any further disas-
trous news from Cuba. :

T addressed similar recommendations to the actiny recorder and to the
high constable during your absence from the city, and think it proper now
to apprize you of the necessity of being prepaved.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, .
A D. CROSSMAN, Mayor. -

.‘]\

To the Hon. J. II. CALpwELL,
Recorder of Municipality No. 2

[Extract from the New Orleans Picayunc of 23d September, 1851.]

MAYOR CROSSMAN AND THE SPANISH CONSUL,

We take pleasure in publishing the following from Mr. Crossman, in
correction of a statiment which has appeared in our ITavana correspond-
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cnce.  As similar statements have been telegraplied to the north from
other 'sources, we do not regret that an opportunity has been afforded our
worthy mayor of refuting such a calumny on our city. Tt may be proper
to say that our ITavana correspondent gave the statement as coming from
the Spanish consul, without endorsing it in any way.
|
. * New ORLEAXS, September 22, 1851,

“Ep1ToRrs oF THE PICAYUNE: My attention has heen ealled to the follow-
ing extract from a letter of your Havana correspondent, under date of the
9th September :

“¢I myself heard him (the Spanish consul) say, that he left the city by
advice of the mayor, Mr. Crossman, who informed him that his life was in
danger, and that if seized by the moh, he (the mayor) would he unable to
protect him.’

_ A similar statement was conveyed by your correspondent some time
sinee, but in this instance the wnter alleges that he /eard the Spanish
consul make use of the langnage above cited. It therefore becomes me to
say, that Mr. Laborde must have either strangely misinterpreted the mean-
ing of my words, or that the excitement of the moment has made him
forgetful of the purport of my remarks. In the only conversation 1 had
with that gentleman at my office, on the 21st nltimo, I distinctly assured
him, on the contrary, that he need not entertain the slightest fear of any
attack on his person.  Other gentlemen were present who doubtless have a
lively recollection of the fact. :
“ A, DL CROSSMAN, Heayor.”

L) -
Letters veccived by the Spanish econsul from Cuba, and delivered to the
post offiee at 38 P ML st August, 18OH1.

Names. Residences.
Stanton & Co., . New Orleans, La.
t'ol. Robhert W. Jamecs, Do. do.
Mys. P. Allen, Do. do.

~Gen. Ross Veazcy,
Marcus W, Robinson,
Daniel Heard, -
Edmund Doyle;
Lucien Hensley,
Mrs. Sarah A. Whitcomb,
John Mc¢Guin,
AMys. Isabella Waters,
Mys, S.- A, Colling,
Levis J. Tourniquet,
Col. James G. Bivee,
Mys. J. Farzoir,
George (lotchett,
J. J. Crittenden,
James Hulling,
Henry Vieman,
Henry Lanes,

Baltimore, Md.
Nushville, Tenn.
New Orleans, La.
Do. do.
Do. do.
Pennsylvania.
New Orleans, La.
Do. do.
Philadelphia, Pa.
New Orleans, La.
Do. do.
Do.’ dao,
Charleston, S. C.
Washington, D. (.
New Orleans, La.
Pennsylvania.
New Orleans, La.
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Names. L . Rmdmmes
Mrs. H 0’Rouke " Mississippl. <00 " -
Mis Bu(:ll:i{ ’ . New Orleans, FLa. ¢
Mr. Ableman, ‘ Louisville, Ky.

»

From Mr. Brincio, passenger on the steamer ** Kmpire City,” New O

A5, 4‘\ ‘“.: 21, 18”]. 1 4 - A .
feans, Ang ) M. MUSSON, P. Mt

Mr. Calderon to the Acting Secretary of State.
ELB
[Transllation.] e
Spaxtsu LecAToN 18 WASRINGTON, -, .
Washington, Octoher 14, 1851,
The undersigned, envoy extraordinary and minister plenipoténtiaryof
her Catholic Majesty, notified his government at the same time that he ad-
dressed to the government of the United States the reclamations contnimed
in his notes of the 26th August and the 5th September last, respectively,
in regard to the excesses which were committed in New Orlegns;. aftor.the
piratical invasion of Bahia llonda. The undersigned has just receivesie.
reply from her Majesty’s government, expressive of the very deep grief it
had experienced, (as it was to be expected,) in consequence of such omi-
nous and abominable events: nor has the Spanish government felt less. pain
in seeing the fatility of the numerous and constant efforts it had made with
a view of preventing the catastrophy which has been witnessed. in the
island of Cuba. It is certainly not its own fault, if, turning a deaf. ear to
all it: warnings, and persisting to disdain the voice of reason and of jus-
tice, n set of wicked agitators have succeeded in carrying into cffect; an
undentaking which has been denounced at all iim®s by every: civilized
nation, and which had lieen condemncd beforchand by the enlightened
public opinion of the country. Since the Cardenas expedition of last year,
military preparadions have been going on without interrauption at varions
points of the confederacy, keeping the islund of Cuba in a constantistate
of nunecasiness, until finally tho new attempt upon Bahia 1londa was;con-
summated in spite of our repeated protests and constant redlamationsyt And
as it the seandal which the New Orleans agitators presented to the world,
in sending piratical expeditions against a country from which not the. leagt
inszlt or provocation had been received, and with which the Government
was entirely at peace,~—a peace guaranteed hy solemn treaties, andl pre-
served until this moment throvgh the medium of the most friendly intiek
eourse—had not been sufficient, these and other agitatorg, in the frenuy of
an- unjpst resentment, have committed upon -the territory of the.Unabed
Ntutes, acts of violence which are of public notoriety, and which would: not
oven have heen justificd under circumstances of;un open state of war
between the two governments. C
Apprised of all'the facts; her Majesty’s governmei; has ordered tlic un-
-dersigned to persist in asking, as he again asks in thiernamesf. saidsg yvern-
-ment, for full satisfaction for the -aggravated. insults; nomitted vpon.ghe
Spanish flag and upon her Majesty’s consul at New Orleans; and also that
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the Spaniards residing in that city shall be indemnified for the losses they
irave sustained at the hands of an infuriated and licentious mob.

-Her Majesty's government has been likewise informed, and it does not
deny the fact, how puinful it has been to the illustrious President of the
republic to see his authority set at defiance, and the noble and imperisha-
Lle principles contained in his proclamation of the 25th of last April un-
dervalued. His Excellency, however, cannot fail likewise to acknowledge on
lis own part, and in the plentitude of his liberal sentiments, how impossi-
ble it is for Spain to put up with such outrages, which it has never tolerated
lefore. If the excitement produced in the South, and at other points by
recent events, has been tumultuous and far spread, the sensation which has
1 cen caused in Spain has been equally deep, as well as unanimous among
1 classes and parties, with the public press an . private life, at court as
vell ‘as in the provinces. In the island of (u a there also exists an
. pinion on the subject which the Spanish govermment is hound to respect,
' ecause it is at once just and honorable, and in view of this expression of
national sentiments, her Majesty’s government, whether optional with it or
utherwise, could do no'less than to sustain, at all hazards, the honor of the
Castilian flag—a flag without stain, notwithstanding the unforeseen disas-
ters and misfortunes through which the Spanish nation Las had to pass for a
long Beries of years; a nation which never shrinks from any species of sac-
rifice when 1§ is a question of maintaining *her lhonor, and of vindicating
her rights. .

Her Majesty’s govermmnent has been gratificd to observe that a respecta-
il E;)rtion of the United States have expressed themselves openly and res-
sartely against the criminal excesses committed in the South; and relying,
moreovet, upon the support which the cabinet of Washington will meet from
all good and sensible men, her Majesty’s government hopes, also, that the
former will succeed in suppressing and restraining all similar misbehaviours.

The undersigned has been instructed to inform the Government of the
United States, that the Captain-General of the island of Cuba has receiv-
cd positive orders from her Majesty's government, efficiently to protect the
persons and property of all Anglo-Americans established there, because,
with the same severity it has used towards the piratical invaders of Spanish
territory, it would likewisc punish all who should attempt to commit any
vffence against those respectable foreigners who reside there under the
wuspices of our good faith.

Her Majesty's government fears, however, that if' these agitations and
these hestile designs should continue, the supreme authority of the island
might be placed in such circumstances as not to be able to avoid ordering

“ull those who belong to the southern States out of it, and even to compel
the United States’ consul himself to quit, in case the Spanish consul in
New Orleans should not have received due satisfaction.

But this reparation, togcther with the indemnifications due to those
Spaniards who were deprived of their property by forcible megns, have
heen verbally promised to the undersigned, who has communicated the fact
to his government.” He has no doubt, therefore, but that he will soon re-
ceive an explicit reply from the Hon. J. J. Crittenden on the subject which
he earnestly requests, and he flatters himself with the hope that justice will
shortly repair the injuries and excesses which have been caused by injus-
tice to the detriment of- those friendly relations which existed between the
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two countries, to the mutual advantage of both parties, and which are suit-

able to both countries. )
The nndersigned renews to the Hon. J. J. Crittenden the assurances of

his distinguished consideration. o
18 (istinguiset €0 A. CALDERON DE LA BARCA.

Hon. J. J. CRITTENDEN, )
Acting Secretary of State of the United States.

Seeretary of State to Mr. Calderon.

DEPAKTMENT OF STATE, °
Washington, November 13, 1851.

The undersigned, Sccretary of State of the United Stafes, has the
honor to acknowledge the receipt of the note of Sefior Don A. Calderon
de la Barea, envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary’ of her
Catholic Majesty, of the 14th of last month, upon the subject” of the
excesses committed at New Orleans upon the house of the Spanish Consul,
and also on the property of certain individuals, subjects of her Catholic
Majesty. . ’

Mr. Calderon has written and acted on this occasion, as well as on
nthers growing out of similar occurrences, with his accustomed zeal, as well
with fidelity to his government; and he has met, and will meet, on the
part of that of the United States, an entire readiness to listen most
respectfully to his fepresentations, and to do all that honor, good faith,
and the friendly relations subsisting between the United States artd Spain
may appear to demand. o

The first rumor of the outrage at New Orleans induced the government
of the United States to take immediate steps to become acquainted with
the particulars. 1t was regarded as a case in which the honor of the country
was involved : and, as Mr. Calderon has already been infornfed by this
Department; the Attorney of the United States for the District of Louisit
ana, was ipstructed to cause inquiry to be made into the circumstahces at-
tending the occwrrences, and to report the same to this Department.

The report of the District Attorney has been received, and a copy of it
is now communicated to Mr. Calderon for his information. It is accom-
panied, as will be pereeived, by a statement of the Mayor of the City of
New Orleans, whose duty, as well as whose inclination, led him té make
himself acquainted with everything which took place.

From these authentic sources of information, it appears that, on the
morning of the 21st of August, the steamer Crescent City arrived at New
Orleans from Havana, with intclligence of the execution of the fifty per-
sons who were captured near the coast of Cuba. Mr. Brincio, the Secre-
tary of the Spanish Consul, was a passenger in the steamer, and was under-
stood to have been entrusted, by the Captain-General, with letters written
by the persons who were afterwards executed, to their friends in the United
States. Instead of putting these letters into the post-office at once, on
his arrival, he retained them as was alleged. This occasioned an impres-
sion that he acted with great impropriety, and a report became current
that the Consul had refused to deliver the letters when requested. Writ-
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ten placards were accordin%'}y posted up in the city, threatening an attack
on the office of the Spanish newspaper, called “ La Union,”?luring the
ensuing night. This attack was probably precipitated by an cxtra sheet
issped from the office of that paper, at half-past two o’clock in the afternoon,
giving an account of the execution of the fifty persons at Havana ; as the
attack was made between three and four o’clock the same afternoon, and
before the public anthorities were or could be prepared to prevent it.
During the attack, however, no personal injury was offered to any one.
Afterward, attacks were made upon coffee-houses and cigar shops kept by
Spaniards. Between five and six o’clock the same afternoon, M. Genois,
the Recorder of the First Municipality, hearing that an assault was threat-
ened on the Consul’s office, situated in that municipality, repaired thither,
accompanied by some of the police. He found the streets filled with peo-
ple, the doors of the office broken open, and seven or eight persons in the
act of breaking and destroying the furniture. He commanded the rioters
to desist, and they withdrew, after obtaining possession of the Consul’s
sign, which they took to a public square and there hurned.  After the de-

- parturc of the mob, the doors of the Consul’s office were fastened up by

the officers, and the police retired, not apprehending that the attack would
be renewed.  Within an hour, however, the rioters returned; foreed their
way into the office; destroyed all the remaining furniture; threw the
archives into the street ; defaced the portraits of the Queen of Spain, and
of the Captain-General of Cuba: and torc in pieces the flag which they
found in the officc. This is believed to be a true account of everything
material which took place.

The undersigned has now to say, that the Exceutive Government of
the United States regards thesc outrages not only as unjustifiable, but as

disgraceful acts, and a flagrant breach of duty and propriety, and that it

disapproves them as” seriously, and regrets them as decply, as cither Mz
Calderon or his government can possibly do. The Spanish Consul was in
this eountry discharging official duties, and protected not only by the
principles of public and national law, but also by the express stipulations
of treatics; and the undersigned is directed to give to Mr. Calderon, to be
communicated to his government, the President’s assurance that these
events have caused him great pain ; and that he thinks a proper acknow-
ledgment is due to her Catholic Majesty’s government. DBut the outrage,
nevertheless, was one perpetrated by a mob, composed of irresponsible per-
sons, the names of none of whom are known to this Government ; nor, so
far as the Government is informed, to its officers or agents in New Orleans.
And the undersigned is happy to assure Mr. Calderon, that neither any
officer or agent of the government of the United States, high or low, nor
any officer of the state of Louisiana, high or low, or of the municipal gov-
crnment of the city of New Orleans, took any part in the proceeding, so
far as appears, or, gave it any degree of countenance whatever. On the
contrary, all these officers and agents, according to the authentic accounts
of the mayor and district attorney, did all which the suddenness of the
occasion would allow to prevent it. :

- The assembling of mobs happens in all countries ; popular violences oc-
casionally break out everywhere, setting law at defiance, trampling on the
rights of citizens and private men ; ‘and sometimes on those of public offi-
cers, and the agents of foreign governments, especially entitled to protee-
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tion. In these cases the public faith and national honor require, not only
that such outrages should be disavower. ut also that the perpetrators of
them should be punished, wherever iti- v ssible to bring t.hem@o Jjustice
and further, that full satisfaction should ne made in cases in which a duty
to that effect rests with the government, according to the general princi-
ples of law, public faitl, and the obligation of treaties. ) )

Mr. Calderon thinks that the enormity of this act of popular violence is
heightened by its insult to the flag of Spain. _The Government of the
United States would earnestly deprecate any indignity offered in this coun-
try, in time of peace, to the flag of a nation so ancient, so respectable‘; BU
renowned as Spain. No wonder that Mr. Calderon should be proud, and
that all patriotic Spaniards of this generation should be proud of that Cas-
tilian ensign which in times past has been reared so high and waved 8o
often over fields of acknowledged and distinguished valor; and which has
floated, also, without stain on all seas, and especially, in early days, on
those seas which washed the shores of all the Indies.

Mr. Calderon may be assured that the Government of the United States
does not and cannot desire to witness the desecration or degradation of the
national banner of his country. It appears, however, that in point of fact
no flag was actually flying or publicly cxhibited when the outrage took
place; but this can muke no difference in regard to the real nature of the
offence or its enormity. The persons comnposing the moB knew that they
were offering insult and injury to an officer of her Catholic Majesty, resid-
ing in the [nited States under the sanction of laws and treaties; and,
therefore, their conduct admits of no justification. Nevertheless, Mr. Cal-
- deron and his government arve aware that recent intelligence had been re-
ceived from Havana, not a little caleulated to excite popular feeling in a
great city, aund to lead to popular excesscs. If this be no justification, as
it certainly is none, it may still be taken into view, and regarded as showing
that the outrage, however flugrant, was committed in the heat of blood,
and 1not; in pursuance of any predetermined plan or purpose of injury or
insult.

The peoplo of the United States arc accustomed, in all cases of alleged
crime, to slow and cautious investigation and deliberate trial before sen-
tence of condemnation is passed, however apparent or however enormous
the imputed offence may he. No wonder, therefore, that the information
of the execution, s0 soon after their arrest, of the persons above referred
to —most of whom were known in New Orleans, and who were taken, not
in Cuba, but at sea, endeavoring to escape from the island — should have
produced a belief, however erroneous, that they had been executed without
any trial whatever, caused an excitement in the city, the outbreak of which
the public authorities were unable for the moment to prevent or control.

Mr. Calderon expresses the opinion that not only ought indemnification
to be made t6 Mr. Laborde, her Catholic Majesty’s Consul, for injury and
loss of property, but that reparation is due also from the Government of
the United States to those Spaniards residing in New Orleans whose pro-
perty was injured or destroyed by the mob ; and intimates that such repa-
tion had been verbally promised to him. The undersigned sincerely regrets
that any misagprehension should have grown up out of any conversation
between Mr. Calderon and officers of this Government on this unfortunate
and unpleasant affair ; but while this Governmeént has manifested a willing-
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ness and determination to perform every duty which une friendly nation
has a right to expect from another, in cases of this kind, it supposes that
the rights of the Spanish Consul, a public officer residing herc under the
protection of the United States Government, are quite different from those
of the Spanish;subjects who have come into the country to mingle with our

. own citizens, and here to pursue their private husinesx and objects, The
former may claim special indemnity ; the latter are entitled to such protec-
tion as is afforded to our own citizeus.

,While, therefore, the losscs of individuals, private Npunisht subjocts, are
greatly to be regretted, yct it is understood thut many Awerican citizens
suffered equal losses from the same canse. And theze private individuals,
subjects of her Catholic Majesty, coming vol@ntarily o reside in 1he United
States, have certainly no cause of complaint, it they are protected by the
same luw and the same administration of law as native-born citizens of this
country. They have, in fact, some advantages over citizens of the State in
which they happen to be, inasmuch as they are enabled, until they become
citizens themselves, to prosccute for any injuries done to their persons or
property in -the courts of the United States, or the State courts, at their
election. The President is of opinion, as already stated, that for obvious
reasons the casc of the Consul is different, and that the Government of the
United States should provide for Mr. Laborde a just indemnity; and a
recommendation to that effect will be laid before Congress at an corly
period of ity approaching session. This is all which it 15 in his power to
do. The case may be a new onc ; but the President, being of opinion that
Mr. Laborde ought to be indemnified, has not thovght it necessary to search
for precedents.

In eonclusion, the wndersigned has to say, that if Mr. Labovd: shail
return to Lis post, or any other Consul for New Ovleans shall be appomnteld
by her Catholic Majesty’s Government, the officers of thiz goverwoment,
resident in that city, will be instructed to receive and treat i with
courtesy, and with a national salute to the flag of his =hip, if li shall
arrive in a Spanish vesscl, as a demonstration of respget, su«,:h ©3 moay
signify to him, and to his government, the sense cutertained by the govern-
ment ot the United States of the gross injustice done his predecessor by
a lawless moh, as well as the indignityand nsult ofivied by 1t to o fureim
State, with which the United States are, and wisli ¢ver to remam on

_ terms of the most respectful and pacific interconrsc.

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to offer to My, Calilerou

renewed assurances of his most distinguished con-ideration. 7
: DANIEL WEBSTER. g
» To Seiior Don A. CALDERON DE La Barca, &e., &e., &e.

-

[Tra.x:slation.]

Mr. Calderon to the Secretary of Stule.
g LecaTioN oF Sparx, 1v WASHINGTON,
e Washington, November 14, 1851.

The undersigned, envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary fron
her Catholic M%\jes_ty, hus the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the note.
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- addressed to hiin by the Hon. Daniel Webster, Secretary of State of the
United States, dated the 13th instant, in answer to the communication of
the undersigned, dated the 14th ultimo. ) T .

The undersigned will lose no time in bringing this document to the
knowledge of his government; and he entertains the confident hope that

Mr. Webster’s note, both as regards its substance', and as re axf(ls the
friendly spirit in which it is conceived, will prove satisfactory to the queen’s
government, and will not fail to have the effect of re-establishing those
[riendly relations which have so long and so happily subsisted between her
Majesty’s government and the government of the United States, upon that
accustomed footing of cordiality which it has ever been the earnest desire,
as well as the duty of the und®rsigned, to see maintained between the twb
nations. .

The undersigned avails himself of this opportunity to renew to the Hon,

Danjel Webster the assurances of his high consideration.

A, CALDERON DE LA BARCA.,

JActing Secretary of State to Mr. Calderon.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, September 6, 1551.

1t having been amnounced, both by telegraph and in the newspapers of
this date, that Lopez has been captured and executed, and that one hundred
and fifty-five men under his command have been arrested, the undersigned,
Acting Secretary of State of the United States, has the honor of addressing
himself to his Excellency, Don A. Calderon de la Barca, envoy extraordi-
nary and minister plenipotentiary of her Catholic Majesty, for the purpose
of ascertaining from him, whether he is the possessor of any certain infor-
mation on the subject, and in that event, to beg that he will be pleased to
comnmunicate thdsame to this Department. .

In the event of these facls, relative to the execution of Lopez and the
seizure of his command, being true, as is generally stated, the undersigned
avails himself of this opportunity to submit the following remarks to his
Excellency Don A. Calderon de la Barca :— ‘

During the several hostile attempts which have been made upon the
island of Cuba, the government of the United States has never hesitated to
pursue the course which was pointed out to it by the stern dictates of duty,
whether in putting forth all its executive energles to prevent any violation
of existing laws, or to purish those of its officers who had failed to execute; g
or exhibited any criminal backwardness in the execution of such laws. In
view of these considerations, and of the tragical antécedents connected with
this last expedition; in view, also, of the peculiar state of excitement under
which the popular mind is still laboring, consequent upon the sumnary pro-
ceedings against the party of Americans captured at Bahia Honda, the
government of the United States would be much gratified to learn tha. this
Excellency, Mr. Calderon, had used the influencé of his high position in
pcrsuading the Governor-General of Cuba to treat the unfortunate party of
citizens of the United States, reported to have lately been captured, wtth
that leniency which so becomes a magnanimous conqueror, and which, as in
this case, could not fail to strengthen the cause of her Majesty, by showing to

o
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the world, that even in the midst of the most agpravaling circumstances
the Spanish authpl.‘lties can listen to the voice of humanity, and appre(-iate,
tfhe,nmihqppyyomtmn of those misguided men who have been lured on to
destruction by false representations. It may be said, on the part of Spain
that the summary execution of Mr. Crittenden’s party was an indispensablc"
act of pdlicy, required by the exigency of the occasion, and necessary to
deter pthers from making similar attempts in future; but any violence or
undue austerity, which may be pursued against the party of Americans
lately captured, would only tend to exasperate the public mind in this
.country. Now that the principal instigator of these outrages is out of the
way, any harsh measures against these defenceless men would probably be
_ made the plea for new commotions, and be represented .as the unnecessary
outpourings of a revengeful spirit; whereas, by a course of lenity and
mercy, the storm of passions which at present rages in portions of this coun-
try might be appeased, and the asperities felt by those who have lost friends
or relations by the first executions, considerably softened down.
_The undersigned begs Mr. Calderon distinctly to understand, that no
- right is now claimed on the part of this Government to interfere, officially,
with regard to this matter ; but that the foregoing remarks are offered, as
simply embodying the private wishes of this Government, and as worthy the
consideration of one so eminently humane and kindly disposed as her Cath-
“olic Majesty’s representative in the United States.
The undersigned has the honor to rencw to Mr. Calderon the assurance
of his distinguished consideration.
. WM. S. DERRICK, .Acting Secretary.

Acting Secretary of State to Mr. Calderon.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, September 30, 1851.

Sir: The same spirit of humanity which dictated my note to you of the
26th instant, in favor of Robert M. Grider, now impels m¢ to appeal once
more to your good offices in behalf of another of the late Cuban expedition-
ists—J. C. Brigham, a youth of respectable family, and a near relative of
the Hon. S. W. Downs, U. S. Senator from the State of Louisiana, who, it
appears, has personally addressed a communication to you upon the subject.
T-transmit a copy of his letter to this Department respecting his kinsman, -
of whose fate the family have, so far, received no certain intelligence.
~ In appealing to your own well-known kindness of heart, I know I do not
appeal in vain; but I could most fervently wish that the Spanish govern-

-ment might evince its moderation and its magnanimity by a spontaneous
rant of pardon to the survivors of the Lopez expedition, together with a
ormal permission to thé families of those who were executed, or who other-
wise' perished, to remove their remains, wherever they may be found in the
- island, for interment in the United States. .

- Buch an act, on the part of Spain, could not fail, is my opinion, to pro-
duce a most salutary effect at this moment in the United States, and it
would assuredly receive the sanction of the civilized world.

I amysir, with distinguished consideration, your obedient servant,
S J. J. CRITTENDEN,
‘ Acting Secretary of Stale.
Sefior Don A. CALDERON DE LA Barca, &ec., &c.



[1] 68
Acting Secretary of State to Mr. Barringer.

No. 42. DePARTMENT OF STATE
[No- 4] Washington, 6th October, 1851.

Sir: At the request of Mr. B. I'. de Bow, of Charleston, South Caro-
lina, 1 transmit a letter whii} is addressed to you, but sent hither by him,
open, for my perusal, and «w copy of his communication to this ‘Department,
of the 29th ultimo, respecting Ins brother-in-law, Edwm.Q. Beil, one of thie
Cuban expeditionists. I caznot hesitate to comply with Mr. De Bow’s
wishes, and [ cordially join him in soliciting, as an act of humanity; your
unofficial intercession with the Spanish government, in favor of this young
man.
~ Sir, I would go further. I would ask you to exercise whatever personal
«nd private influence you iy possess, and to use it in whatever manner
you may think most likely to command success with her Majesty, the
Quecn of Spain, in behalf of all the survivors of the late Lopex expedition,

I do not intend to give you formal and official instructions or orders on this
delicite and paintul subject; bat [ cannot ¢o far wrong in requesting
you, wsan Americiu, to do anything you can, informally, to procure the
pardon and release of those of your unfortunate countrymen who have been
sent priseness frons Cuba to Spain. ‘

I hive dately had oceasion to wmake applications to Mr. Calderon de la
Barea, the excellent and humane Minister of her Majesty near the Gov-
ernment of the United States, to enlist his kind offices in favor of particu-
lar individuals of the late expedition, who have, like young Bell, been sent
o Spain; and I now transmit, for your information, a copy of one of these
notes, which is dated the 80th ult., in which I availed myselt of the oppor-
tunity to express my fervent wish that the Spanish government might come
to the determination of pardouing the whole of these unfortunate persons ;
adding, also, what T firmly believed, that an act of clemency and grace
like this, on the part of her Majesty, could not fail to be attended by the
most salutary consequences ot this moment in the United States; and that
it woulll certainly receive the sanction of the civilized world.

1 also send, for your information, a copy of a despateh which I thought
it proper to address 1o Mr. . . Owen, the Consul of the United States
at Havana, on the subject of obtaining permission for the families of the

“deceased to remove to the United States the remains of those of the late
Lopez expedition who were executed, or who otherwise perished in Cuba.
[ transmit, at the same time, another despatch from this Department to Mr.
Owen, dated the 29th ultinio. :

The Consul has heen instructed to furnish to his Government, ample and
exuct information i regard to the recent tragic events which tock place in
the island. You will, of course, not fail to communicate all the informa-
tion within your reach, which may have any bearing on the same subject,
and cspecially in relation to those Americans who have been sent, or who
may hereafter be sent as eriminals to Npain.  Their families and friends, |
imay say the whole Aluerican people, are interested in their fate.

Your despatches, to No. 57 inclusive, have been received at this Deparl-
ment, ' ’

. Tam, sir, respectfully, your obedicnt servant,

J. J. CRITTENDEN,

Acting Secretary.

.

D. M. Barrinerr, k., &e., &ec.. &c.. Madrid.
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"\ “Secretary of State to M. Burringer.

[No.-43.] DrrARTMENT OF STATE,
N . Washington, October 29, 1851.

Sir : I transmit a copy of a communication addressed, on the 14th inst.,
to this Department by P. Hamilton, Esq., the U. S. Distriet Attorney at
Mobile ; and the petition to the Queen of Spain, which came enclosed, signe:
by a considerable number of citizens of Alabama, soliciting the clemency
of her Majesty towards the Americans lately captured in Cuba, and sent to
Spain. ’ :

IJThe President wishes you to lose no tine, after the receipt of this despateh,
in/agcertaining, through the Minister of Forcign Relations of Spain, whether
her Majesty will receive this petition, and if so, in what manner it will he
most agreeable to her that it should be presented.

, You may inform the Minister that, although the people, as well as the

Government of the United States, entirely condemn the late attempt upon,

the island of Cuba, both would he greatly gratified to learn that Ler M
jesty had been pleased to listen to the voice ¢f mercy, and to vxtend her
sovereign grace to the unfortunate Americans who were misled and «educed
by Lopez, and the other confederates of liis designs, to participate in ihat
criminal and ill-fated expedition. * * '
I am, sir, respectfully; your obedient servant,
DANIEL WEBSTER.
D. M. Barrinerr, Esq., &c., &c. Madrid. :

’ v

) DEPARTMENT OF STATT.
, ' Washington, September 29, 1851,

St : T am directed by the President to instruct you to prepare and send
to this Department a full and detailed account of the occurrences connected
with the late invasion of Cuba, by a body of men from the United Ntates;
and, particularly, to furnish all the information in your power concerning
the. capture, trial, and execution of one part of that body, and the capturc,
trial, and detention of the remaining part. The President is de<irous of
ascertaining the fate of those who may now be held in captivity ; whether
they are still in Cuba, or have been sent elsewhere,. and« what has been, or
may now be their treatment from the local authorities. 1

It is reported in the public papers that a number of thesc men have been
sent to Spain. ~If these reports are correct, you will please state under
what circumstances they were sent thither; whether they have been tried
and condemned in Cuba, and if so, to what punishment; or, it they were
transported for the purpose of undergoing trial ; and, if the former, if it be
practicable to do so, you will transmit copies of the judicial proceedings

- which were had on the occasion.

"The President is especially anxious to receive a fuller statemcnt than you
have yet given of your own course of proceeding during these occurrences.
He trusts that nothing was omitted on your part, in your official charac-
ter, to secure to these mnen such privileges as, inﬂuenced. lgy motives of
humanity and magnanimity, the Captain-General might be willing to extend

_to them ; and that, in your private intercourse, you afforded theln all the
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attention and sympathy of which their condition was susceptible, and which,
from the relation you bore to them as a fellow citizen, they had a right to
expect and to receive from you. ' ‘

The President has felt himself much embarrassed for the want of that
'precise and authentic information which is now invited, and which was
confidently expected from you, concerning the recent events in Cuba, and
respecting the deluded and misguided men who, following the impulses of °
an ill-directed enthusiasm, have suffered such heavy affhctions as to have
awakened the sympathies of their Governinent and country in their fate.

Enclosed is a duplicate of the letter addressed to you on the 1st instant.

I am, sir, &e., ’ N
W. S. DERRICK,
A.F. Owex, Esg., Acting Secretary.
Consul of the United States, Havana.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, September 29, 1851,

Sir: Frequent applications have heen made, and others will no doubt he
made to the Department ol State, praying for_the interposition of the Gov-
ernment to enable the families of those who were lately executed in Havana,
to procure the mortal remains of their deceased relatives for decent inter-
ment in their native land. Those who make this appeal are among the
most virtuous of our citizens, and their private cricf deserves and com-
mands general respect and sympathy.

Having been just called upon by the President to assume the temperary
charge of this Department, 1t becomes one of my first duties to call your
special attention to the natural wishes on this subject, of the parents, rela-
tives and friends of the Americans, who, fatally cbnnecting themselves with
General Lopez in his late attempt on Cuba, were captured and shot at
Havana. !

Those who met this fate were mostly inexperienced youths, who had evi-
dently been enticed and beguiled by false lures and misrepresentations; but

" it is not doubted that they were animated at the same time by impulses
which, under proper circumstances, would have done them honor, and se-
cured for them the approbation of the world. They were unquestionably
the dupes of LopeZ, a Spanish subject, and of otler individuals, whose mo-
tives thi_s is not the time, nor indeed have I the disposition to criticise. '

The lives of these victims have atoned for all the follies they committed,
and the royal authority of Spain, against whom all their acts were aimed, -
has exercised a terrible retribution upon the invaders.

The most of the victims, we know, were very young, and I venture to de-
clare my own conviction, that they had not the remotest idea of the crime they
were committing, but were influenced rather by a misguided enthusiasm for
liberty than by any criminal motive. Had they indeed comprehended the
cruel deceptions really practised upon them, and which many of them dis-
covered only when it was too late, they never would have embarked in the
ill-fated, the criminal enterprise, the catastrophe of which has rendered

.necess@y this appeal from their surviving families.

I will no longer dwell on these melancholy events; my principal object

.
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i;;»,zh_ljjeag your attention to the subjcct at all being 10 request you to receive
with ln_rxdnesj‘f1 all those persons who may visit Havana on this sad business ;
and to furnish them with every facility, private and official, that will aid
them in performing the mournful duty that carries them thither.
- I do net permit myself for a moment to suppose that the Colonial or
-Bpanish Government will consider these wishes, or any efforts you may
beipleased to make to effect their accomplishment, as either offensive or im-
proper. Their indignation against the late invaders of Cuba, I trust and
helieve, is now buried in that untimely grave to which our gallant but delu-
ded fellow-citizens have heen doomed. ~ Their mouldering hones have long
-since ceased to be fit objects of resentment.
‘ I an, sir, &e.
J. J. CRITTENDEN,
Acting Secrelury.

PR

-

AL F. Owen, Esq.,
United States Consul, Havana.

Mr. Webster to Mr. Barringer.

[No. 43.] DEPARTMENT 03 STATE,
Wishington, November 26, 1851,
Sik: Your despatches to No. 64, inclusive, have been received. T am
happy to inform you that the complaints of her Catholic Majesty’s govern-
ment respecting insults to the Spanish Consul and flag by a mob at New
Orleans, and other acts of violence against the property of her suhjects in
thisrcountry, all occasioned by the excitement growing out of the lute in-
vasion of Cuba and its incidents and consequences, have been made the
subject of a correspondence between this department and Mr. Calderon,
her Majesty’s minister here. A copy of this correspondence is herewith
transmitted to you, by which you will perceive that those complaints have
been met by the Government of the United States in a manner satisfactory
to the representative of Spain.. Her Catholic Majesty’s govermanent must
be too just to suppose for a moment cither that the Government of the
United States has connived at the several invasions of Cuba by persons pro-
ceeding from our ports, or that anything within the power of the Government
has been omitted for preventing those invasions and for punishing those
-concerned in them. ‘It has now been many months that these hostile de-
signs against Cuba have occupied the attention of the Government of the
. United States, from week to week and from day to day. The most zealous
efforts have been made to bring to condign punishment all who lLave been
disposed to violate the laws of their own country by making war upon a .
Spanish possession. Her Catholic Majesty’s government is quite well
aware that the principal instigator of this criminal invasion of Cuba, and
leader of the expedition, was one of her Majesty’s subjects, who came to
this country and abused its hospitality by inducing American citizens, mostly
young and ill-informed persons, to embark in his cause and follow his stand-
ard. There is good reason to believe, that but for his agency and that of
other Spaniards who had come to the country, no expedition against Cuba
would ever have been set on foot. The policy of the United States is the’
policy of peace, wntil there shall arise just cause of war. The colonies oj

\
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Spain are near to our own shores.  Qur commerce with them is large and
important, and the records of the diplomatic intercourse between the two
countries will manifest to her Catholic Majesty s government how smcen':l_y
and how steadily the United States has manifested the hope that no _poht:-
cal changes might lead to a transfer of these colonies from ‘her ‘Mg‘]gs.ty s
erown. If there is one among the cxisting governments of the civilized
world which, for i long course of years, has diligently sought to maintain
amicable relations with Spain, it is the Government of the United State_s.
Not only does the correspondence between the two governments show this,
but the same truth is established by the bistory of the legislation .of the
country and the general course of the executive government. In this recent
invasion, Lopez and hLis fellow subjects in the United States succeeded in
deluding a few hundred men by a long continued and systematic misrepre-
sentation of the political condition of the island, and of the wishes of its
inhabitants. And it is not for the purpose of reviving unpleasant recollec-
{ions that her Majesty’s government is reminded that it 1s not many years
since the commerce of the United States sutfered severely from armed boats
and vessels which found refuge and shelter in the ports of the Spanish
idands. These violators of the Jaw, these authors of gross violence towards
the citizens of this republic, were finally suppressed, not by any effort of
the Spanish authoritics, but by the activity and vigilance of our navy.
This, howgver, was not accomnplished but by the efforts of several years,
nor until many valuable lives, as well as a’ vast amount of property, had
been lost.  Among others, Lieutenant Allen, a very valuable and distin-
gruished officer in the naval service of the United States, was killed in an
action with these banditti. ‘

All this is not seid for the purpose of waking or rencwing complaints,
cither of the violation of freaty obligations or of unjustifiable remissness
against the government of Spatn or the authorities of the islands.  But it
may be brought to the notice of the Spanish government, as one of the
consequences which way xometimes flow from the conduct of men disposed
to.carry on criminal enterprises, and favored in the cxecution of such enter-
prises by the contiguity of the possessions of the two governments.

"The Spanish islands lie near the coast of Amecrica, and the use of steam
. has rendered the passage from one to the other short ; but while this facili-

tates the accomplishment of the purposes of wrong-doers, on the other hand
1t augments the means of government to pursue, overtake and disperse them,
or bring them to proper trial and punishment. In truth, steam has greatly
increased the proximity between Cuba and the United States. We have
become much nearer neighbors than formerly, and the duty which this new
state of things devolves on both governments, is to keep a closer and stricter
watch on their subjects and citizens respectively, in order that no violation
of trealy obligations, and no interruption of the peace and amity existing
hetween the two governments may take place. And this duty will be per-
formed on the part of the United States, diligently and faithfully, in the
true spirit of treaties, as well as in the proper execution of the laws. You
are at liberty to communicate these observations to the Government of her
Catholic Majesty. :
I have now to call your attention to amother subject of much interest.
We have learned that a hundred and sixty-two of the persons captured on
. the island of Cuba, as having constituted a part of Lopez’s forces, have
heen sent to Spain.  We have no official information respecting their trial
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or sentence, or of their subsequent destination, but it is generally reported
that they have been, or are to be sent to the mines. The Government of
the United States has admitted that these violators, both of the law of na-
tions and of the laws of their own country, have no legal claim for its pro-
tection. Yet they are men, and most of them ignorant or deluded men. 1t
cannot be denied that they are, as such, objects of compassion, and T think
1 may say that severe punishment inflicted on so many persons, for an at-
tempt which has erided in a failure so signal, and for an offence, which, how-
ever grave, has already been expiated by the lives of a majority of those
who participated in it, might be regarded as inconsistent with feelings of
huimanity, and that generosity of sentiment which may, not unreasonably,
be looked for from the sovereign of a great nation.. This seems to have
been the sentiment entertained by the Captain-General of Cuba, under the
influence of which he pardoned several of the captives; and her Majesty’s
Government may be assured that this wise and well-considered exercise of
clemency and mercy, has produced the best effects in this country. e has
said that, in the executions ordered by him, he acted under a convietion of
the absolute necessity of sciting an example which might deter others fiou
the performance of acts of similar erininality. That exwnple has been set
by the infliction of a punishment as prompt as it was awful, by the exceu-
tion of fifty persons. The knowledge of their miserable fate has breen car-
ried to every man in this country, and spread all-over the world. .
Is not this enough? Can cxample be made more terrific? - Certainly an
act of cleraency on the part of the Spanish government could sot now be
thought a symptow of sveakness.  May not the sword of justice he now
" sheathed withont dancer, and the voice of Christian humanity be allowed
“to be heard?  And even if the Sparish governuen( i entertain no great
* feeling of compassion for these deluded and offending men thenselves, is it
not highly just and pmpm"iu consider that they have friends wnd families,
‘distressed fathers and mothers, weeping brothers and sisters, all of them
unoffending, and some of them most respectable persons.  Application has
been made for the interposition of the kind oftices of this Govermaent from
fathers whose sons, thoughtless yonng wen, seduced by the efforts of Lopez
and kis associates, eloped from their own homes amd joined the expedition
without the knowledge of their friends. T am aware that, in regard to the
results of the Cuban invasion, all ciuse for syipathy and compassion 1s not :
on one side. I am aware that a general officer in hee Majesty’s service
was slain, and that many Spanish soldiers and Spanish subjects lost thetr
lives in defence of their government and of their own homes: but the
President thinks that it is wise 1o saffer-oblivion to cover the past. He 18
anxious for the removal of every eause which might tend 1o keep alive ill-
will between the citizens and subjects of the® two countries. So long' as
these prisoners shall continue to he suffering a severe and lingering punish-
ment in a foreign land, o long will efforts he mnr;t:,mth’ made b)_' their
friends to procure their release, by appeals to the good offices of their Go-
vernment. The tendency of thesc applications can ouly be to keep alive a
very considerable irritation. Tt is in consideration of'_t}us, and from a strong
wish for the extinguishment of all feclings of that«kind, that, in the judg-
ment of the President, nothing would be more qseful than the grqnting of
her Majesty’s pardon to the residue of these prisoners, and suffering them
to.return to their own homes. _ i
Those who were pardoned by the Captain-General of Cuba appear to have



oy “

been among the most prominent and- well-informed members of the expedi-
tion. The friendless are left to their fate, although less culpable, as being
less informed of their duties and obligations. It seems invidious and unjust
to make distinctions of this kind. *- You say that the existing belief in Spain |
is, that the result of the expedition has strengthened the hands of the Spanish
Government, and given ncw security to its possession of the island. A
similar sentiment prevails, to some extent, here.

We are not apprised of the disposition which may have been made of the
prisoners, who, you state in your No. 62, had arrived at Vigo. - In answer
to your inquiry as to whether, in any event, and to what extent, assistance
in clothing or other necessaries might be furnished to such as might need
and apply for the same on account of the United States, I have to remark
that it is expected thdt nore of the needy among the prisoners will be
allowed to suffer for want of the necessaries of life. You will accordingly
take care that their waunts are provided for.  An application will be made
to Congress for an appropriation towards defraying any expenses which may
thereby he occasioned.

I am, sir, very respecttully, your obedient servant,
DANIEL WEBSTER.
To D. M. Barrincrr, Esq., &e., &, &e,

1

Intercentivn of France and England.
L]

MEMORANDUM.

Mr, Crampton, at an interview with Mr. Crittenden, at the Department -
of State, on the 27th of September, 1331, statell that he had been directed
by her Majesty’s sovernment to say to the United States Secretary of
State .tl}u’; her Majesty™s government” had learned with great regret ‘that
expeditions have again been prepared in the ports of the United States for |
an attack upon a tervitory belonging to a sovereign at peace with the United
States, am! in friendly refations with her Majesty.

_Her Majesty™s government do not doubt” thit the Government of the
United States will use all possible diligence to prevent and punish proceed-
ings which are in violation both of the laws of ¥he United States and.of the
law of nations; and her NMajesty’s government are persuaded that such
measures, if taken in time, will accomplish their object. A

But Ler Majesty’s govermnent deem it due to the frankness which ought
to ('hamctenge the intercourse hetween the two governments, to state to
that of the.‘bnil'(f(l States that her Majesty’s ships of war o’n the West
Jml_mn station w!ll have orders to prevent by force any adventurers of any
nation from landing, with hostile intent upon the island of Cuba. ‘

At plloth(.er mterview, held at the same Department on the 6th of Octo-
ber, Mr._ Crittenden replied verbally to Mr, Crampton, as follows : .

Iam nstructed by the President to express his regret that such orders as
those mentioned in {le despatch from Lord Palmerston should have been
(Iee_‘med necessary and proper by the British government. .

b_o far as .they haye reference to lawless and unauthorized expeditions
against the island of Cuba, apprehended from citizens of the United States,

it is only necessary to say that such expeditions are forbidden by the laws
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of this repupli(:, and that its Government is able and determined to cxecute
those laws. ~ Evasions of them may occur in spite of the utmost vigilance
and energy ; such instances are common to the laws of all countries. 1t i
“only by stealth and by favor of rare and accidental circumstances that any
such gxpedltlons can escape from our shores; none of sufficient force or
11:1agq1tude to create any serious qpprehen&u_on for the safety of Cuba, and
certainly none against which Spain herself is not abundantly able to protect
that island. .

The Government of the United States, always determined, in perfect
good faith, to maintain its neutral relations and perform all its national o}-
ligations, condemns as strongly as the British government the lawless enter-
prises against which the orders in question appear to be directed, and the
Government of the United States equally with the British government de-
sires their prevention or suppression,

But just and desirable as that end may be, the President could not wit-
ness, without concern, any attempt to accomplish such an object by means

" which might eventually lead to encrodchments on the rights of the people
of the United States.

The President is of opinion that, so far as relates to this republic and its
citizens, such an interference as would result from the execution of those .
orders, if admitted to be rightful in themselves, would nevertheless he
practically injurious in its conse§uences, and do more harm than good.
Their execution would be the exercise of a sort of police over the seas in
our immeédiate vicinily, covered as they are with our ships and our citizens,
and it would involve, moreover, to some cxtent, the exercise of a jurisdic-
tion to determine what expeditions were of' the character denounced, and
who were the guilty adventurers engaged in them. .

The President cannot but apprehend that such orders could not, he carried
into effect without lcading too probably to abuses and collisions that would
constantly jeopard and might seriously disturb that peace and good will
which he sincerely desires to see cultivated and made perpetual between the
United States and Great Britain.

The President deems it unnecessary to say inorc at present on the sub-
Ject of these orders, than to add the expression of his hope that there may
never avise any occasion for carrying them into cxecution.

BriTisu LicaTiox,

Wushington, November 12, 1551,
Sir : With reference to our conversation on the 10th wst., and in com-
pliance with your desire, I have the honor to enclose a copy of the despatch
addressed 1o me by Lord Palmerston, which I then read to you, upon the sub-
ject “of the orders issued to her Majesty’s ships of war on the West Indian

station, respecting unauthorized expeditions against the island of (‘uba.
I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to you, sir, the assurance of

my highest consideration. , .
N JOHN F. CRAMPTON,
The Hon. Davien WessTER, &e., &c., &c. :
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o 16 Yorzeies Orrick,
[No- 16.] October 22, 1851.

Sim : T have received your despatch No. 29, of the 6th instant, and I
have to acquaint you that her Majesty’s government approve the course
pursued by you, in communicating to the government of the United States
the orders issued by her Majesty’s goyernment to thg Commander_-u}-chlef
of hier Majesty’s ships in the West Indies, respecting the prevention of
jawless expeditions against Cubu. ) ) ‘ _

It you should have any further conversation with the ..Secretary of State
i the United States on this subjeet, you may assure bim that every care
will be taken that, in executing these preventive measures aganst the expe-
ditions of persons whom the United States government itself has denounced
as not being entitled to the protection of any government, no interference
<hall take place with the lawfu] commerce of any nation.

I am, &ec.,

" PALMERSTON. -

Jony F. Crazrros. Bsq., & &eoy &ey

\

DIPARTMENT OF STATE,
, Washington, Oclober 22, 1851.

The undersigned, acting Neceetary of State of the United States, has the
lionor to remind M. de Nartiges, envoy c§tx'a01'(llpar)' {md minister pleni-
potentiary of the French Republic, that,in the interview which he had
with him on the Stl instant, he stated that he might have occasion te
address him in writing upon the subject of the information which M. de
Sartiges then communicated, that the French govermment had issued orders
to its ships of wir in the West Indies to give assistance to Spain, and to
prevent, by force, any adventurers of any nation {rom Janding, with hostile
intent, on the istand ot Cuba.

Having inparted that information to the President, the undersigned has
uow the honor, by his direction, to address M. de Sartiges in regard to it.

AL de Sartigesis apprized that, & few days prior to the inferview adverted
fo, the Choreé &’ Affaives of ber Britannic Majesty had given to this
Department official notice thet his government had issned shmilar orders to
its naval torces. The President had vegarded thiv as a matter of grave
importance, but its gravily ix greatly mercaved by the concurrence and
coiiperation of France in the same messure, . ’

It cannet he doubted that these orders have heen occasioned by the
recent unlawful expedition of less than five hundred men, which, having
evaded the vigilance of this Gevermmnent, and escaped from New Orleans,
were Janded by the steamer Pampero upon the island of Cuba, and were
soon captured and many of them executed. That such an accident should
have incited the combined action of two great Eurcpean powers for an

object to which neither of them is a direct party, and in @ manner that may

scriously affect the people of the United States, cannot fail to awaken the
carnest consideration ot the President.

He cannot perceive the necessity or propriety of such orders,—white he
cntertains the strongest apprehensions that their execution by French and
British erwisers will be attended with injurious and dangerous c-onsequences
to the commerce and peace of the United States. They cannot be carried
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into effect without a visitation, examination and consequent detention of
our vessels on our shores and n the great channels of our coasting trade.
and this must invest British and French cruisers with the jurisdiction of
determining, in the first instance at Jeast, what wre the cxpeditions
denounced 1 their orders, and who are the guilty persons cngaged in them.

It is plain, however different inay have been the intention of the v spec-
{ive governments, that the exercac of sucli @ power and jurisdictic a -ould
hardly fail to lead to abuscs anifrollisions pertlous (o the peace thai now
s0 happily prevails. By such an interierence, those governments scem to
assume an attitude unfriendly to the Uhiied States.  The President will not,
however, allow himself to believe tha: s intervention has been intended
as an, admonition or reproach 1o this Governent.  He lus signally 1sani-
fested his condemnation of all such lawless enterpriscs, and has adopted
dctive measures for their prevention and suppression. It must also be
known to the governments of France and England, in common with all the
world, that this Government, since it took its place among nations, has
carefully preserved its good faith, and anxiousiy endeavored to fulfil all ifs
_obligations, conventional and national. And this it has done from motives
far above any apprchension of danger to itself.  From its beginning under
the present Constitution, it has sedulously cultivated the policy of peace, of
not intermeddling in the affairs of others, and of preventing, by highly
penal enactments, any unlawful inferforence, by its citizens, to dist urh the
tranquillity of countries with which the United stufes were n anuty.

To this* 1 . many such enactments have heen made — the fivst ws ea riv
as the year §/ M, und the last us Jaie i 1435, The Just having expired by
its own limitation, and all the preceding legislation on the subject having
been comprehended in the act of Corgress of the 20th April, 1813, it ix
unnecessary to (o more than to refer M. de Hartiges to its provisions as
marking the signal anxiety and good fuiih. of this Government to restrain
persons within its jurisdiction from comnitting wny acts mconsistent with
the rights of others, or its own obligations. “fhese laws were intended to
ré‘(j)mprehend, and to protect from \'i()l'dtiul‘l, a!l owr refetions ‘,\"nh. and dutres
to countries at peace with us, und to punish any violations of them by our
‘citizens as crimes against the United States. i thiz wanifestalion of s
desire to preserve just and peacetul refations with all nations, it s beleved
that the United States have gene before, and furthii than any of the «.v‘ld':r
governments of Europe. Without recapitulating all the provisions of those
Jaws by which the United States have so carcfully endeavorcd to prohibit
every act that could be Justly offensive 1o their peiglibior:, 1t s (lpell‘]e(!
énough for this occasion to say. that they denounce ol such enferprises ov
expeditions as those against which the orders 1 question e divceted.

"The undersigned thinks it s of noportance enough to call the attention

“of M. de Sartiges more direetly to this Law. A Tireral copy of it 15 avrord-
ingly herewith communicated. ) . .

Besides the ordinary legal process, it authorizes the Fresident to employ
the military and naval forces of the country for the purpose of prey enting
such expeditions and arresting for punishiment those concerned in them. In
the spirit of this law, the Presitlent condemns :::uch (‘X)?edlllO)lS against the
island of Cuba as are denouncerl by the orders in Guestion, and h‘us omitted
nc.hing for their detection and jrevention. To that end he has g!ven or(}ers
to civil, naval and military officers from New York to New Orleans, and
1 2~ enjoined upon them the greatest vigilance and’ energy. His course on
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the subject has been in all tHings clear and durect. It has been no secret,
and the undersigned must presume that it has been fully understood and
known by M. de Sartiges. An appeal might confidently be made to the
vigilant and enlightened minister of Spain, that his suggestions for the pre-
vention of such aggressions, or the prosecution of offenders engaged in
them, have been promptly considered; and, if found reasonable,'adop’fed by
the President; his course; it is believed, has been above all question or
just ceuse of complaint. This Government is determined to execute its
Jaws, and in the performance of this duty can neither ask nor receive forelgln
aid.  If, notwithstanding all its efforts, expeditions of small force, hostile
to Cuba, have, in a single vessel or steamer, excited by Cubans themselves,
escaped from our extensive shores, such an accident can farnish no ground
of imputation either upon the law or its administration. Every country
furnishes instances enough of infractions and evasions of its laws, which no
power or vigilance can effectually guard against. .

It need not be feared that any expeditions of a lawless and hostile char-
acter can escape from the United States of sufficient force to create any
alarm for the safety of Cuba, or against which Spain might not defend it
with the slightest exertion of her power. The President is persuaded that
none such can escape detection and prevention, except by their minuteness
and insignificance. None certainly can escape which could require the
combined aid of France and England to resist or suppress. Cuba will find
a sure, it not its surest protection and defence in the justice and good faith
of the United States,

There 1s another point of view in which this intervention on the part of
France and England cannot be viewed with indifference by the President.
The geographical position of the island of Cuba, in the Gulf of Mexico,
lying at no great distance from the mouth of the river Mississippi, and in
the line of the greatest current of the commerce of the United States,
would become, in the hands of any powerful European nation, an object.of
Just jealousy and apprehension to the people of this country. A due regard
to their own safety and interest must, therefore, make it a matter of im-
portance to them who shall possess and holit dominion over that island.
"The government of France and those of other European nations were long
since officially apprized by this Government, that the United States could
not see without concern that island transferred by Spain to any- othel
European state. President Fillmore fully concurs in that sentiment, and i
apprehensive that the sort of protectorate introduced by the orders in ques
tion might, in contingencies not difficult to be imagined, lead to results
equally objectionable. ’

It 1t should appear to M. de Sartiges that th
sive on this subject, this must be attributed to
the friendly relations between the tw
and causes of disturbance.
cherished towards ¥
which made her
thy. Harmony

e President is 1oo apprehen
his great solicitude to guar
0 _countries against all eontingencie
The people of the United States have lon
rance the most amicable sentiments, and recent events
a republic, have opened new sources of fraternal sympa
and confidence would seem to be the natural relations ¢
the two great republics of the world — relations demanded no less by thei
permanent interests than by circumstances and combinations in continent:
Europe, which now scem to threaten so imminently the cause of free insti
tutions. The United States have nothing to fear from those convulsion:
nor are they propagandists, but they have at heart the cause of freedom i
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all countries, and believe that the example of the two great republics of
France and America, with their moral and social influences coiperating
harmoniously, would go far to promote and to strengthen'that cause.

- It is with these views that the President so much desires the cultivation
of friendly feelings between the two countries, and regards with so much
concern any cause that may tend to produce collision or alienation. He
believes that this Cuban intervention 4s such a cause.

The system of government which prevails most generally in Europe is

- adverse to the principles upon which this republic has been founded, and the
unglersigned is well aware that the difference hetween them is calculated 1o
roduce distrust of, if not aversion to the government of the United States.
Sensible of this, the people of this country are naturally jealous of Euro-
pean interference in American affairs,  And although they would not impute
to France, now herself a republic, any participation in this distrustful and
_unfriendly feeling towards their Government, yet the mndersigned must
repeat that her intervention in this instance, if attemnpted to be executed in
the only practicable mode for its effectual execution, could not fail to pro-
duce some irritation, if net worse consequences. The French cruisers,
sailing up and down the shores of the United States to perform their need-
less task of protecting Cuba, and their ungracious office of watching the
people of this country, as if they were fiuitful of piracies, woull bLe
regarded with some feelings of resentment, and the flag which they bore—
a flag that should always be welcome to the sight of Americans—would be
looked at as casting a shadow of unmerited and dishonoring suspicion upon
them and their Government.

The undersigned will add, that all experience seems to prove that the
rights, interests and peace of the continents of Europe and America will
be best preserved by the forbearance of each to interfere in the affairs of
the other. 'The government of the United States has constantly acted on
that principle, and has never intermeddled in European questions.

The President has deemed it proper to the qceasion that his views should
be thus fully and frankly presented for the friendly consideration of M. de
Sartiges and his Government, in order that all possible precaution may le
used to avert any misunderstanding, and every cause or consequence that
might disturb the peace or alienate in the least the sentiments of confidence
and friendship which now bind together the republics of the United States
and France.

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to offer to M. de Sartiges
the assurance of his very distinguished consideration.

» J. J. CRITTENDEN.

M. pE Sarrmicrs, &e., &c., &e.

[Translati®n.]

Frenca Lecatiox v THE UNITED STATi:s,
Washington, October 27, 1851.

The ‘undersigned, Minister of France, has received the note dated the

. 22d of October, which the acting Secretary of State addressed him subse-

quently to the conversation he had the honor of holding with him on_the

. Sth of the same month, in the course of which Mr. de Sartiges had, in a
1
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kind and friendly manner, informed Mr. Crittenden, who appeared jo be
ignorant of the fact, of the character of the instructions issued by the gos
vernment of the republic to the commanding officer of the French station
at Havana, as soon as it was known in Paris that the first detachment of,
adventurers, commanded by Lopez, which announced itself as the advance
guard of a lurge expedition, had succeeded in getting off to sea. 4.,
Notwithstanding the spirit of kindness in which that communication, was
made, Mr. Crittenden reserved himself to point out, in writing —if, npon
reflection, he should deem it expedient — the considerations which it might
give rise to, both in the mind of the President and his own. Mr. de Sartiges
thanks him for having done so; for, while he sees, in the note addressed
to him, renewed assurances of the strongest sympathy on the part of the
American Government and of the American people for France and her go-
vernment, he also finds occasion to rey .1l certain points of his conversation,
which, it would appear, were not at ¢ <t presented by him with sufficient
clearness.  MMrs de Sartiges had endeavored to establish, in a distinct man-
ner, the two following points: first, that the instructions issued by the go-
vernrient of the vepublic were spontaneous and isolated ; secondly, that
those instructious were exclusive, for an exclusive case, and applicable only
to the class, and not o the nationality of any pirate or adventurer that
should attemnpt to land, in arms, on the shores of a friendly power. He
had added, that the cxisting laws in regard t0 the right of search—Ilaws
about which the susceptibihties of the French government are as forcibly
roused an those of the Government of the United States —were neither di-
veetly nor indirectly affected by the oider to repel violence by force, since
the fustroctions which have heen issned to the commanding officer of the
Freneli station were only inteuded to spply to a case of piracy, the articlg
of the maritime cade 1 [Hree cun(-uming pirates. In again asserting these
two points categorically, as he now does, the undersigned thinks that he has
removed all cause of prejudice on the part of the President, both as regards
the importance of an act agreed upon in advance on the part of France and
England, and the likelihood that the Lows wlieh govern the right of search
will be in the least affected. He will add, that the attitude assumed by
President Til!more and by his eabinet, under these lamentable circumstances;
lias been so upright that the French government, so far from intending to
itaply doubts which did not cxist, by the measures it spontaneously adopted,
it had, oa tllt-“'<;4;t}-:x;-)'. reason to believe that it would find in those same
latitudes the American squadron acting in the same spirit and pursuing a
simiilar object.  This consideration must prevent any false construction,
teding to give to this act of the republican government the appearance of
_an admonition or of a reproach tacitly addressed to the Government of the
United Sta tes, and never contemplated by t. ¢ French government. '
Mr. de Sartices begs to tlmpk Mr. Crittenden for having sent him the text
of the law ot I=1%, actually in fogee for preventing the crime of armed in-
vasion of a temitory belonging to any friendly power. He is happy to find
that the opinion of the representatives of the American nation is in honest
opposition to this specics of agaressions, and that Congress has furnished
the President \\;1th sufficient means o arrest them. These means, placed
in strong and able hands, and of which the President openly declares that
he will make an energetic use —if, unfertunately, the occasion for resort-
ing to them should again occur—become the much more precious for the
peace of the world, as America is tlosely connected with Europe, being
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only separated from the latter by a distance scarcely exceeding eight days®
journey, by one of the most important of general interests— the interest of
commerce. The nations of America and of Europe are, at this day, so
dependent upon one another, that the effects of any event, prosperous or
otherwise, happening on one side of the Atlantic, are immediately felt on
the other side. The undersigned finds, among other proofs, an evidence
of the interest which binds the Government o% the United States to the
other governments of the world, in several passages of the note of October
22d, wherein Mr. Crittenden, in appealing to the liberal ideas of France,
. intimates that the continuance of those sentiments of confidence and frater-
" nal sympathy, which so happily unite the two countries, is calculated to
make the cause of free institutions in Europe prevail. The result of this
community of interests, commercial, political, and moral, between Euro
and America— of this frequency and rapidity of intercourse between them
—is, that it becomes as difficult to point out the geographical degree where
American policy should terminate and European policy begin, as it is to
. trace out the line where American commerce begins and European commerce
~4erminates — where may be said to begin or terminate the ideas which are
m the ascendant in Europe and in America.
.. The undersigned has likewise the honor of reminding the acting Secre-
. tary of State, that the territories belonging to the various European powers,
either on the seas or on the American continent, are considered by the
, States to which they appertain as constituting part of the system of their
- general policy. France has never admitted that her possessions in the An-
- tilles might enjoy any other political rights than those which are universally
recognized in Europe ; it is the same with England ; the same with Spain,
in regard to their American possessions. It is in virtue of this principle of
i common law, which no power has yet repudiated —either on its own ac-
“ count or in behalf of its neighbors — that the government of the republic
has been able to show the interest it feels, as it has done, for the security of
an island recognized as Spanish territory, by treaties actually in force,
which security has been threatened in the midst of universal peace.

"These general considerations do not prevent the undersigned from ac-
knowledging that the interest which a country feels for another is naturally
increased by reason of proximity; and his government, which understands

_ the complicated nature as well as the importance of the relations existing
i ‘between the United States and Cuba, has seriously considered the declara-
. tion formerly made by the Government of the United States, and which has
been renewed on this occasion, ¢ that that Government could not see with
} indifference the island of Cuba pass from the hands of Spain into those of
another European State.”” 'The French government is likewise of opinion
that, in case it should comport with the mterests of Spain, at some futu!'e
* day, to part with Cuba, the possession of that island, or the protectorship
of the same, ought not to fall upon any of the great maritime powers of
the world. V
The undersigned hopes that this frank declaration, which he feels himself
justified in maﬁing, in regard to the disinterested views of his government
as to the future destiny of Cuba, and which breathes the same spirit as that
of the declaration which the United States Government made on the sub-
ject, and the categorical explanations he has given relative to the character
of the instructions exclusively sent to the French station at Havana, will
_'put an end to all the uncertainty which the late events that befell on the
n .



[1] 82 ~

~occasion of Lopez’s expedition might have given rise to n the mind of i
President, and that his Excellency will rest satisfied as to the great val
which the government of the republic attaches to the maintenance and d
velopment of those frank and sympathetic relations at present existing b
. tween the two countries.

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to tender to the actir

Secretary of State the assurances of his high consideration.
SARTIGES.

Mgz. CRITTENDEN, :
Acting Secretary of State, §c., &c., &c.

~ DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, Novenber 18, 1851,

The undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, has the honc
to acknowledge the receipt of the note of M. de Sartiges, envoy extrao;
dinary and minister plenipotentiary of the I'rench republic, of the 2Tt
unltimo, upon the subject of the orders given by the government of the
republic to its naval commander on the West India station, directing hit
to prevent, by force, the landing of advceaturers from any nation with ho
tile intent upon the island of Cuba.

The undersigned has the honor to acquaint M. e Sartiges that he ha
submitted the sume to the President, who has directed him to state in reply
that the apprchensions of this Government, and (ke reasons therefor, i
regard to the orders referred to, are considered to have been frankly an
fully stated in the note of Mr. Crittenden of the 224 of October last.  An
inasmuch as M. de Sartiges now avers that the French government ha
only in view the exeention of the provision of its maritime code agains
pirates, further discussion of the subject would seem to he for the presen
unnecessary.

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to offer to M. de Sartige
rencwed agsurances of his very distinguished consideration. '

DANIEL WEBSTER.

M. pe Marriues, &e., el de.

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES.
A PROCLAMATION.

Whezeas, theve is reason to helieve that a military expedition is about t
be fitted out in the United States for the purpose of invading the Mexicar
republic, with which this country is at peace; and whereas, there is reasor
to apprehend that a portion of the people of this country, regardless of thei:
<duties as good citizens, are concerncd in, or may be, seduced to take par

- inthe same ; and whereas, such enterprises tend to degrade the character o
- the fnited States in the opinion of the civilized world, and are cxpressly
 prohibited by law. i
i Now, therefore, I have issued this, my proclamation, warning all person:
~+Whe ghall connect themselves with any such enterprise in violation of the

il
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laws and national obligations of the United States, that they will thereby
subject themselves to the heavy penalties denounced against such offences 3
that if they should be captured within the jurisdiction of the Mexican
authorities they must expect to be tried and punished according to the laws
of Mexico, and will have no right to claim the interposition of this Govern-
ment in their behalf. :

I therefore exhort all well-disposed citizens who have at heart the repu-
tation of their comntry, and are animated with a just regard for its laws,
its peace, and its welfare, to discountenance and by all lawful means pre-
vent any such enterprise, and I call upon every ofticer of this Government,
civil or military, to Le vigilant in arresting for trial and punishment every
such offender. :

Given under my hand the twenty-second day of October, in the year of
owr Lord one thousand eight hundred and fitiy-one, and the seventy-sixth
of the Independence of the United States. '

MILLARD FILLMORE.

By the President :

J. J. CurtrexNvny,
Aeting Sceretary of State.

Commereial intcrconrs: between the United States and the British North
American Provinces.

BririsH LeeaTIoN,
Mayeh, 1851.

Sir: I have the honor to enclosc to you hercwith the copy of a letter
which was addressed to the chairman of the Committee on Commerce in
the House of Representatives by Mr. Hincks, (the Inspector-General of
Customs, in Canadg, and an influential member of the Canadian Cabinet,)
when he visited this Capitol in Deceniber Jast.

The letter in question refers, as you will see, to the commercial regula-
tions to be cstablished between the United States and the British North
American provinees, which it vwas then hoped that Congress would place
upon a satisfactory footing of reciprocity. .

Mr. Hincks, however, states without disguise, what ho deemed would be
the feeling and policy of the szid provineces if the cxpectations then
existing were disappointed, and it is now my painful duty to announce to

ou, that from the information I have received from the quarters above
alluded to, the dissatisfuction thut has been produced throughout British
North America, since it has been known that no bill has passed the United
States Legislature replying to the friendly disposition which has long been
manifested by the British provinces in North America to improve their
commercial relations with the United States, is deep and general.

The Canadians, especially, consider that their application for an inter-
change of agricultural products has failed of success because they -have
generously and without stipulations conceded many commercial advantages
which it was in their power to bestow upon the trade of this country, and
they secm to believe that their only mode at present of obtaining adequate
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attention is to replace themselves in the situation in which they were pre-
vious to making the aforesaid concessions.

For many reasons I deem it desirable to prevent, as soon as poesible,
this feeling, if it is a mistaken one, from gaining ground.

I have also had my attention necessarily drawn to the two enclosed
resolutions, passed by the Senate previous to the dissolution of Congress,
which resolutions I am told by gentlemen well calculated to form an
opinion, would also have been adopted by the House of Representatives if
proposed to that body.

wish, therefore, to know whether you would be disposed to enter with
me into & negotiation, embracing a consideration of the various commer-
cial advantages affecting the trade and intercourse with the British North
American provinces which have been and could be extended by the British
government, and by the British North American provinces themselves to
the United States, and also with respect to the advantages of a like kind
which could be conferred by the United States on the aforesaid provinces,
to the end that such a convention, touching these matters, may be drawn
up between us as would be agreeable to both governments and beneficial
to all parties.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to you the assurances of wy
highest consideration.

H. L. BULWER.

Honorable DaNierL Wepster, &c., &e., &c.

NarroxarL HoteL,
Washington, January 3, 1851,

Sir: I avail myself of yowr kind permission to state the grounds on
which the passage of the bill which has been repeatedly hrought under the
congideration of Congress, for establishing reciprocal free trade in cortain
articles, the natural products of the United States and Canada, is urged
by the latter. To bring the subject fairly under consideration, I must
advert to the changes which have taken place, within the last few years, in
the colonial policy of Great Britain. The old policy of the mother country
was to compel the colonies, by means of heavy differential duties, to pur-
chase their supplies exclusively from her. The trade was carried on in
British bottoms, and the products of the colonies were admitted into the
markets of the mother country on more wdvantageous terms than those of
foreign nations. While such was the commercial policy of Great Britain
the political affuirs of the colonies were materially Influenced by the impei
rial government, the local parliament having no practical control over the
administration of affairs. About the same period, when, owing to the
change in the commercial policy of Great Britain, it became necessary to
remove all restrictions on the colonial trade, a most important concession
was made to the North American provinces, by the introduction of a sys-
tem of government, under which the local parliaments obtained an effective
control over their governments. The consequence of the withdrawal of the
protection formerly enjoyed by the colonies, has been, that they have been
left to buy and sell in the markets of the world, just as the United States
or any other foreign nation. Under the colonial system, the differential
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duties were so onerous, that the trade between the United States and
Canada was of the most limited and unimportant character. In 1846, the
(lanadian legislature having been authorized, by an act of the imperial pur-
liament, to regrlate their own tarifl, and being anxions to cultivate a free
commercial intercourze with theiv powerful and enterprising neighbomn.,
removed the existing differential duties, and adwmitted Nanerienn v
tures, and foreien goods purchased in the American market, on the sane
terms as those from Great Britain.  Haud Caunada, ot that tiee, stipulated
with the United States, that in retwrn for her admis<ion of Ameriegn man-
whactwres, the dutiex should be vemoved frow her prodncts. v would
obviously have heeir the inferest of the United Stotes o bave agreed o
such an aryangemeut. No such propesition, however, wis made 1 and the
very important concession in favor of the United Frates, to which I bave
adverted, seems scavcely to have attracted the attention of yonr foderal
government, and <o little was it understood, that when General 1 wrzed
it as an argument in favor of the reciprocity bill in the Newate, the fuct
was disputed.  Most important results, lowever, bave followed from the
legislation of the Canadian parlianment.  Nince 1844 the wannfactares of
the United States, the teas, sugars, fruits, and other forcig fesavic.. par-
chased Dby the merchants on the Atlantic scaboapd, with the prodice of
American labor, and trausported 1o that scaboard in Awmcrican bortows,
have heen poured into Canada.  The duties at the povt of Torento have
increased, within a few vears, from about §30,000 to nearly $400,000 ;5 and
Hamilton, Kingston, and other ports contiguon: to the United Siates,
would show a similar result.  This inerease s 1o he attributed maibdy to
the American trade which lias sprung up sinee the removal of the differen-
tial dutics, and which, T need hardly say, has leen most profitalle to the
varions American interests, to the manufacturers, the <hip vwners, the ral-
roads, and the canals.  The consequence of this trnde, however, has heen.
that the Canadians have heen led to export their vaw products to the smine
markets from which thev have drawn theiv sepplies. Jiere they ave met
by a heavy Amcrican duty on their staple connpoditie: -— laeher and
breadstuffs.

As I have frequently heavd it ascertede that the reciprocity asked would
be all on one side, and that the Awericans are not exporters to Canada of
any of the articles named in the bill, permit me to call your special atten-
tion to the operation of the present tariffs on two leading axticles.  One of
the great staples of the western States ix pork, which can be preduced
there at such rates us to defy competition in Canada. Thix article is the
principal food of the Canadian lumberer, dnd Jumber i~ the principal
Canadian staple. Canada charges a duty on pork, which swelis the price
" of the lumber which is sent to the markets of Buffalo, Albany, and New
York. The consequence is, that the castern consamer of lumher actually
pays the Canadian duty on the pork furnished by the western Ftates, from
which the entire supply is obtained for the lumbering districts. It bas
been urged, and with some plausibility, that Canadian products, Leiug sin-
$lar to those of the United States, would meet the latter on equal terms
under the reciprocity bill, and that western wheat-growers would Le injured
by the competition of Canadian wheat. Assuming, for the sake of argu-
ment, in order to meet objections of every kind, that there is no surplus of
breadstuffs n the United States, and that the manufacturing districts of
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vour conntry and the Atlantic unrw Yre likely to he the consumers both
of Ameriean and Canadian wheat, T vet mm».nwl to deny the sound-
nesy of the avgument deawn from that fact, againsi the admission of the
Latter. T affirm that the Canadinn tade bas ereated, and toust continue t
create an Inereased demand tor breadstuils guite el 1o the supply, 1
it be a fuet, thut prior to the removal of the diffeyendial duties wuamst the
United Siates, Cinda inoporied her supars frame €nba aid Porto Rie
through the St darvence divect, or via Halifax, her teas from China divect,
o vin Londoi, and that sbe con<aned Boolish manuiticiares alnost exehe
sively, then 1 would asl, whethee the chanee in the frade, owing to whiel
Canads i now lveely copplied with these commoditios by the United
Stares nnnutucturers wnd the merchants of the Stdantic eitios, must not
have increased the demand for food in the United States. I an Olio fur-
mer were to |n'iug o thousand bushels of wheat to New York, to he
exchanged tor groceries and domestic gocds for his consmnption, he would
not safter s ey from the competiiion: o & Canadian favimer whe
wanted to effect a siilar exchange; on the confrary, i proportion to the
number of such exclunges would the protits of the merchants and forward.
ers he reduced, o Iu'w trade heine um«*u- ml more economiecally than
small one. T am persmaled. thevetore, that the exchange of Canadiu
agricultira] ).m.h ot for dnlncm( manufacinies, s, tm coffee, tohaceo.
fruits, &e.. o far feom el hjuriows 1o the e (~t~ of the \\estcm far
mers of the United Suates, is rather caleulaied to henefit thew s and T an

moreover firmly persuaded, that <hould the Canadian trade be forced inte
other channels, as geems not huprohable, it will then he esthnuted at it
true valoe by the people of the United States. Thoush I have deemed i
adviadle to disenss the guestion a3 the Uniced Nestes had 1o swrplus o
hye ulqul’h to export, [ think the more corven asxwnption would be. tha
for many veurs the western wheat-pioners wiil bave io compete witl
Canaddn in the mavkets of 1he worl on el el pos «ihly on disadvan
taeseors teris, N reterence (o offictal docimmenis will |m\ ¢. that the nrov
inees of Novae Seoiin, Now Brorswick, Prinee Badward's aland, and J'm\.
fortd el huve been amoiy the best costemers oF the United Stutes
Leewdstuits, T thase provinees there arve revenue duu: = on flowr varving
from twenty-five vents 1o seventy-five cents peir buivel, Within the 1!\
vear, arrangeents have hoey (1‘« ted by Caneda with three of those prov
mees, for a free inte vehange of theiv yatnenl productions : and the expe
‘:’":I‘II('(‘ of = .'I 1;_'|<,- RS Iluhl“l" ihe 1o L(‘ll(‘\( fl)..(i HVery 1.11“'(‘ fra c‘u' \]‘
he diverted to those provinee: from the cite of New York, m.]u« the jres
ent rvestrictions he rooved. At the very opening of the avigation las
vear, o sremner was charterad at Tovonio to tale g caruo of Jome T
Haulifax, aud to being back sugear, mol:z.««c' §es Phe prot(:tion in favo
of Cansde flowr. when sent by flu- St Leewsrenee 1o Halifax, St. John's, an
other poris, must divert the \upph of thiwe pr onmca from New York t
Montecal and (-hec: and the vessels which tike the flony will hring hacl
sugar. molasses, und other foveign comoditics, which, during the Jast fen
veurs, huve been purchased in the New Y ovk mavkers,  Under the existing
commercial vezutations, therefore, the Usited Stutes’ whesi-prowers wi'
have to compete with the Conadians on terus disady antageous to the formes
m a market which is next in importauce and nearly equal to Brazil. 1
he other mavkets of the world hoth will iweer on an cqual fuoting,

Clanadd
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flour 1 at this thue competing, in the New York warkets, with that of the
sWestern States, to supply the foreign demand which regulates the price of
the art;clq; and it would he injurious to Amevicun Jnterests to force the
trade, which is now curried on with the Atlantie cities, into the channel of
the 8t. Lawrence.

It is assumed (aned s, perhiaps, it may turn out, unfortunatel ¥ assumed,)
by the opponcats of the reciproeity bill, that in the cvent of the hill being
rejected by the Awerican Uongeress, Canada will maintain her present com-
mercial policy. and conthmie 1o Toster the import trade from the 1nited
States.

It i3 very desirable that yvon should be fuily aware of the xtate of public
opinion i Canada o ihis question. Having myself been a sirong udvoeate
for free commercial intereonr=e with the United States, and Laving bad, in
my position s~ finance wminister, to resist i Parliauent, the advocates of
restrictive policy, Lam thovoughly acquainted with the views of all partic:.
I have no hesitation in stating that the advocates of @ retaliative poliey ave
rapidly waiving weonnd,  Whether all or any of the plans swcested will
be carvied vut. icix of cowrse bupossible for me 1o sux, hut it i certainly
highly desivable that, i arviving at a very important decision, vou showhi
be fully aware of the probable eonsequences,  The re-tposttion ef the
differential duties acainst the United States manufactiees, has heen ~tromely
wged. Sueh amensure wonld he most aceeptable 1o the cammercis! biiesres
of Menitreal azad (nehoe, whone tradde wias sevionsly injured by thelr repeal.
At the close of the Tt -exsion of owr Parliavens, an influential member of
the opposition, o gendenm who held e o former wdmiuistuidon the
ollice which L have now the honor to fill, gave notice of his intention to in-
frodduce a billy duving tle next session, v re-impose those daties, Loading
organs of the oppositien Lave strongly advoeated =och a easnre, mot 1o
doubt can he entertained that it will engage the cansiderasion of v Par
liament at an early dax. Shonld it he adopted. the United States would
have no just cause of complaint.  They never invited Canada to yvepenl the
differential duties, and their vejection of the vecipraciey Dill wonld of o
be looked upon a~ o delihernte vejection of the Chnanda trads,

In Bugland the ve-imposition of differential daties by Cinaeda wondd he
viewerd st favorabiy, wnd there can be no donhi that the eifver woukhl be
to stitnulate the effori~ of those who see secking 1o obain come modidenion
of the present corn ki, Another measwee of vetaliation which i~ hegii-
ning to engage attention in Canada, & the closing up of all the eanals to
American vessels,  Shonld this policy be adopted, a2 most serious injury
would be indtiered on thie trade of Chicago, Cleveland, and other lake ports,
Osweoo, Oodenshieeh, and the New Eogland railvoad interest, Burlington,
Whitchall, and the Now York northern eanal.

The Canadian vevenne derived from tolls wonld of cowrse sufter, hut as
that itams an insigniticant portion of the resoneres of the provinee, the loss
would cavse wo Biconvenience. Tt is contended by the advocates tor thi-
poliey, ibat tixe westein pmducts which now find l‘ll('i].‘ way b_y: Oswego and
Ogdenshurgh to New York and Boston, and carried in American hotioms.
would he diverted to the 8. Lawrenee, and that the entire inlind trade
would be in British botroms. It is aflirmed that the tonnage of Canada,
wiih what could be spared from Nova Reotin and New Brunswick, would
verv soon he sufficient for the increased trade. I have stated the views

exts
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which are entertained very extensively by influential partics in Canada
as to lier future commercial policy in the event of the rejection of the recip-
rocity bill by Conuress,

i am, however, unauthorized to announce the views of the Canadian go-
vermnent 3 indeed, its policy has not yet been determined on. Since the
aceession of the present administration to office in 1848, they have heen
witehing with anxiety the proceedings in Congress regarding the reciprocity
Wil ; awd my object in visiting Washington at this time was to ascertain, if
possible the pinbable fate of that measure, as the government must he pre-
paved ui the approaching sesston to mect Parliament with a defined policy
regavding our commmercial relations with the United States.

Although 1 have probably exhausted yonr patience, I must make a re-
mark or two on the importance to the United States of the free navigation
ol the 5t Lawrenee. It has been affivmed by the opponents of the recip-
rocity biil, that inasmuch as a considerable quantity of Canada flour is sent
by il Gswego and Ogdenshurgh routes, the St. Lawrence route must be
much inferior. I helieve, on the other hand, that the inereasing trade of
the west will afford business for all the channels which are likely to be
openeid toit: and it surely would Le an immense advantage both to the
shipping and eevienlinral intereats of the West to be allowed to participate
in fwrnishing supplies to the great depots of the fishing trade.  The vessels
on the vestern lakes engaged i this commerce, and which are now idle
dwring the winter months, wonld obtain a share of the West India trade, for
which they are well suited.

Py state o fuet o two bearing on the importance of the 8t. Law-
rener unviration,

fopeteLanplications Tave been made to the Canadian government du-
Vi tine Jast o vearss by parties in Buffalo, Cleveland, awl Clicago, for
pevinssion t pass vescls through the Si. Lawrence, which it has been
comstenined il existing eivewnstances to refuse.  Special permission,
h(’\\"(‘\'i,‘i', WS gl\'(‘ll Aill two cases, one to a \'L‘:eSL‘l to ('le"l'.\" H3 ('ﬂ.‘[;l'() Of (.'(ll')'
per ooe from Luke Tinron to Swauiea, in Wales; the other to a veasel
Lownd 0 Caldormne with cinbgrants,

Bondos these cases, the Government of the United States made appli-
criivn Dt permtission to send two war-steamers through the Canadian
camads and S Lewrence to the Aduntie, which was ot once granted.

tlaving now preseated you with my views on this important question, 1
ave ouly i convlusion to express my warm acknowledgments to you for
B Kiaaly permitted we to do o, and for the patient consideration
which, ns chatrman of the Committee of Commerce in the House of Rep-
vessatatives, vou have paid the subject.

Flave the honor to vemain, sivy vour wiost ohedient humble servant,

F. HINCKS,

o e 1AL ML Iuspeetor-General of Cuinda.

Clatieardae Committoe of Cominerce, House of Representatives.
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DEPARTMENT 0¥ STATE,

) Waslington, JMuxrcl, 20, 1851.

SIk: By the direction of the Secretary of State, I have the lonor to
acknowledge the receipt of the two letters which you yesterday addresed
to him, relating to the commercial regulations to be established hetween the
United States and the British North American' provinces; and to inform
you in reply, that they will be forthwith submitted to the President, with
© view of obtaining his directions upon the subject at the carlicst conve-
nient day. :

I have the honor to be, sir, with high consideration, your obedient scr-
vant,

W. 8. DERRICK,
Chief Clerk.
Right Hou. Sir H. L. BULWER, &e., &c., &e.

Brreren Leearox,
June 24, 1851,

Sir: I have already expressed to you at different peviods, and especidlly
in my note of 22d March last, the disappointment which was experienced
in Canada, when at the close of last session of Congresx it was known that
no progress whatever had been made in the hill which had heen brought
forward for three years successively for reciprocating to the measure
which passed the Canadian legislature in 1847, and which granted to the
natural produce of this country, an entvy free of dnty into Canwda whenso-
cver the Federal Legislature of the United States should pass a mensure
similarly admitting into the United States the natural produce of the Cana-
das. This disappointment was the greater, mmasmuch s the Cimadian gov-
ernment has always adopted the most liberal commercial policy with vespeet
to the United States, as well in regard to the transit through its canals, vs
in regard to the admission of manufactured goods coming from this country.

I have now the honor to enclose to you the copy of an offictal commun-
cation which I have received from the governor-general, Lord Elgin, by
which you will perceive that unless I can hold out some hopes that a policy
will be adopted in the United States similar to that which has been adopted
in Canada, and which the Canadian authorities would be willing, it met in
a corresponding spirit, to carry out still farther, the Canadian government
and legislature are likely forthwith to take certain measures, which, hoth in
themselves and their consequences, will effect a considerable change in the
commercial intercourse between the Canadas and the United States.

I should see with great regret the adoption of such measures, and I am
induced to hope, from the conversations I have recently had with you, that
they will be unnecessary.

The wish of her Majesty’s government indeed would be rather to improve
than impair all relations of friendship and good neighborhood between her
Majesty’s American possessions and the United States; and I feel myseif
authorized to repeat to you now, what I have at different times alrcady
stated to Mr. Clayton and yourself, viz.: that her Majesty’s government
would see with pleasure any arrangement, either by treaty or by legisla-
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tion, establishing a free interchange of all natural productions not only he-
tween Canada and the United States; but between the United States a_nd
all her Majesty’s North American provinces ; and furthermore, I am will-
ing to say that in the event of such an arrangement, her Majesty’s goversr.:
ment would be ready to open to American shipping the waters of the river-
Rt. Lawrence with the canals adjoining, according to the terms of a letter
which T addressed to Mr. Clayton on 27th March, 1850. for the informa-
tion of the Committee on Commerce in the Honse of Representatives; and:
to which T take the liberty of referring you, whilst I may add that her
Majesty’s goverimcent would in this case be likewise wilfing to open to
American fishermen the fisheries along the coast of Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick, according tu the conditions specified in the enclosed extract
from instractions with which I wm furnished:

The willingriess to grant to American citizens ‘on such reasenable con-
ditions two important privileges so long cnjoyed exclusively by the subjects
of Great Britain; will testify clearly to the spirit by which the British gov-
crnment is on this occasion animated; and as affairs have now arrived at
that erisis in which a frank explanation of the views of either party is
necessary for the interests and right understanding of both, I take the
liberty of begging vou to inform me whether you are digposed, on the. part
of the United States, to enter into such a convention as will place the com-
mercial relations Dbetween the United States and her Mujesty’s North
American colonies on the footing which I have liere proposed; or whether,
i the event of theve appearing to you any objection to proceed by conven-
tion in this matter, you can assure me that the United States government
will take the carliest opportmnity of wrgently recommending Congress to
carry out the object afovesuid Ly the means of legislution.

L avail myself of this opportunity to renew to vcu the assurance of my
hizhest eonsideration, :

1 H. L. BULWER.

Hon, Dastin Wenstir, &e., &, Xe,

CoVERNMENT Housek,
Torento, June 7, 1851.

Sir: I have the honor to transmit for youwr excellency’s information
the copy of a memorandum and aecompanying documents, which has been
submitted to me by the Honorable My, Hincks, inspector-general of pub-
liec accounts in this provinee, on the subject of the elosing of the Clanadian
ranals to foreign vessely,  You, are. I believe, aware that a measure, such
a3 that recommended by Mr, Hincks, has been for some rime contempla-
ted by the Canadian Government, . ’

I have been ozt wnwilling to have reconese w it, more particularly after
the representations made by the weutlewen from Oswego, who visited
this city some time ago. ' -

The discassion which took place in the legislative asseinbly last evening.
io which Mr. Hincks refers in his memorandum, indicates, however, very
clearly, the direction which public opinion is taking on thes¢ yuestions, and
1 cannot conceal from your excellency my belief that, unless you are ena-
hled to give me some assurance that negotiations with the government of
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the United States aro in progress, which are likely to result in placing the
commercial relations hetween the provinees and the United States on o
more satisfactory footing, it will not be in my power any longer to vefrain
from adopting the steps which the inspector-general suzwests. and which
ny. I think, very probably he followed up by others caleuluted to elieek
the trade hetween British Novth Amevica and the United Stites.

.sUnder these circumstauces, I deem it my duty to invite yonr excellency s
attention to the documents which I herewith enclose, und to request you
will, at your earliest convenience, furnish me, for my guidance, with sueh
information respecting the views of the government of the United States
as it may be in your power 1o give.

: [ have, &c.,
ELGIN AND KINCARDINE.
The Rt. Hon. Sir Hexry L. Bunwer, G, C. B., & se. &e,

N

The papers alluded to in this despateh, ave:

Ist. Memorandum from Mr. Ilincks to the Governor-{ieneral of Canada,
recommending that the eanals should be closed to foreign shipping, in re-
gaid to which no immediate zteps were taken in consequence of the expected
arrival of a deputation from O<weyro. to confer with the Governor-(zencral
on this suhject,

2dly. Memorandum ~ubscquent io the arrival of said deputation, recom-
wmending that the canals should e closed, unless the British minister at
Washinetou could give some a=swance that the trade hetween Canada and
the United States is likely to be placed on a more =atisfactory footing,.

3dly. Resolntions uhent 10 be proposed by the Hon. Mr. Rohinson, to
the effect that a dnty of twenty per cent. should be levied on American
woods, and that a system of differential duties should be retwrned to, en-
couvaging importers to hriug their goods into Canada. via St. Lawrence,
instead of throngh the United States.

4thiy. Resolutions alwut to he proposed by the Hon. My, Merritt, that
her Majesty he prayed to reemmimend io hey Imperial Parliament to enact
that similar daties should e imposed on foreign produce (as enumerated
in schedule A herewith appended) imported iito Great Britain and her
dependencies, as are levied on British prodnee in those foreign countries.

SNehedule A,

Grrain, and breadstnffs of all kinds, vegetables, fruits, sceds, animals,
hides, wool, cheese, tallow, horns, salted and fresh meats, ores of all kinds
of metals, pluster of paris in stonc or ground, ashes, timber, staves, wood,
and lumber of all kinds:

ik <l
S siralty [Extraet.]
iz
3 S4x . .
t Her Majesty’s government are prepared, on certain conditions and
with certain reservations, to make the concession to which so much import-
ance seems to have been attached by Mr. Clayton, namely: to throw open

Y o .
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to the fishermen of the United States, the fisheries in the watcrs of the
British North American colonics, with permission to those fishermen to
Tand on the coast of those colonies for the purpose of drying their nets
and curing their fish: provided, that in so doing, they do not interfere with
the ownevs of private property, or with the operations of British fishermen.
Ier Majesty's govermment, however, would require as an indispensable
condition, in return for this concession, that all fish, either cured or fresh,
imported into the United States from the British North American posses-
sions in vessels of any nation or deseription, should be admitted into the
United States duty free, and upon terms, in all respects, of equality with
fish imported by citizens of the United States.”

N. B. As the concession above stated applies solely to the sea fishery,
the fisheries in estuaries and in the mouths of rivers are not, of course, in-
clnded. )

Her Mujesty’s government do not propose that any part of this arrange-
ment <honld anply to Newfoundland.

CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO THE OREGON BOUNDARY.

WasiNerox, Janvary 13, 1848.
: Mio Palienham, in the carly part of last year, suggested to her
Josty s govermment the expediency of endeavoring to arrive at an early
sevilement of such matters of detail as are still wunting to a complete and
final wljnstment of every thing connected with the Oregon houndary.

In the propricty of this snggestion, her Majesty's government concarred,
o far, at feast, as certain portions of the boundary in question are involved;
it finding from the admiralty and from the Hudson Bay Company, that some
important part< of the wpace through which the boundary line is to run,
namely, the Gulf of Georgia and Fuca's straits, ace still very imperfectly
known. and that further information respecting them was to be shortly ex-
peeted by means of the veports of the commander of her Majesty’s survey-
m vessels o Herald™ and ¢ Pandora,” which were engaged during the
previous summer in surveying those waters, her Majesty’s government were ®
of opinion that it would he hetter to postpone any further proceedings re-
rpecting the houndary until those reports shall be received.

Her Sajesty’s zovernment have however learned, by further inquiries at
the admiralty, that the survey which was carried on last year in the Straits
of Faca and the Gulf of Georgia, by her Majesty’s ships © Herald”” and
> Pandora,” did not extend heyond the entrance to Hood’s Canal on the south
and Canal de Arro on the north: and that thus the greater part of the space in
the Gulf of Georgia through which the line of houndary, as prdvided by the
convention of the 15th of June, 1846, is to be carried, remains unexplored.

This heme the case, and there being no probability that her Majesty’s
covernment will acyuire, within any reasonable time, that detailed know-
tedge of those puris which they had been led to expect, there seems, to her
Majesty's government, to be no veason for any further delay in communi-
cating with the United States government, with a view to the adoption of
early measuves for laying down such parts of the boundary line as the two
governments on mutual consultation deem it advisable to determine.

’
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- I have, accordingly, been furnished by her Majesty’s principal Secretary
of State for Foreign Affairs, with such instructions as may be necessary

 for this purpose. But her Majesty’s Government helieve that it may be

useful tha t I should first briefly recapitulate what has been done in regard

to determi ning the whole of the boundary which separates the North

American territory of Great Britain from that of the United States.

Assuming that the commission of which Lieutenant-Colonel Estcourt
and Mr. Albert Smith were members, has now finished its work, the boun-
dary line may be considered as having been marked out on the ground
from the Bay of Fundy to the head of Lake Huron, the point to which it
was completed under the sixth article of the treaty of Ghent.

From the head of Lake Huron to the head of Lake Superior, the line
was surveyed and marked out on the ground by the commissioners under
the seventh article of the Treaty of Ghent; but in consequence of a dif-
ference of opinion between them on certain points, that portion of the
boundary was not definitively determined by those commissioners, and
consequently was not agreed upon by the two governments. But this part
of the line has since been so definitely described in the second article of
the Treaty of Washington, of the 9th of August, 1842, that no serious
doubt or difference of opinion can well arise about it. And the boundary
line having by the same Treaty of Washington, been farther carried on, b
equally circumstantial description, to the point where the forty-nint
parallel of latitude strikes the western shore of the Lake of the Woods, it
may fairly be assumed that the portion of the boundary line which extends
from the head of Lake Huron to the Lake of the Woods may, without
inconvenience, be allowed for the present to rest upon verbal description
without being actually marked out upon the ground. For it is to be borne
in mind that the desert condition of the country through which this portion
of the houndary line passes, while, on the other hand, it prevents any
pressing necessity for marking that line out, would render the operation of
marking it out excessively expensive, by reason of the cost and difficulty of
subsisting the persons who would be employed in that operation. As bear-
ing upon this point, I enclose a copy of a memorandum which Lieutenant-
Colonel Estcourt has drawn up for the use of the Foreign Office, and
which states the most eligible mode and the estimated expense of marking
out either the whole or certain detached parts of the boundary from Lake
Superior to the Gulf of Georgia. Her Majesty’s Government, therefore,
upon & full consideration of the matter, would not be inclined at present
to propose any measures for actually marking out upon the ground the
boundary line from the head-of Lake Huron to the western shore of the
Lake of the Woods.

From the Lake of the Woods to the Gulf of Georgia the line is des-
cribed by the treaty of the 15th of June, 1846, as running along the fort{-
ninth parallel of latitude, and the ascertainment of that parallel on the
surface of the ground being an operation of astronomical observation, can
be accomplished with as much precision at a future time as at present.

But between the Gulf of Georgia and the Straits of Fuca, the line is
less distinctly anl) accurately defined by the verbal description of the treaty
by which it 1s established ; and local circumstances render it probable that,
if}7 this part of the line were not to be precisely determined, the uncertainty
as to its course might give rise to disputes between British subjects and
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citizens of the United States. It appears, therefgrc, to her Majesty's gov-
ernment, that it would be wise to proceed forthwith to take measures for
marking out that portion of the line of boundary. o o
For this purpose, her Majesty’s government are of opinion that it might
probably be sufficient that each government should appoint a naval officer of
scientific attainments and of conciliatory character, and that those officers
should be directed to meet at @ specified time and place, and should proceed
in concert to lay down the abovementioned portion of the boundary line.
The first operation of these officers would be to determine, with accu-
racy, the point at which the forty-ninth parallel of latitude strikes the
eastern shore of the Gulf of Georgia, and to mark that point by a sub-
stantial monument. *
From that point they would have to carry on the line along the forty-
ninth parallel of latitude to the centre of the channel hetween Vancouver’s

Island and the continent; and this point, as it probably cannot be marked
out by any object to be permanently fixed on the spot, should be ascer--

tained by the intersection of the cross-bearings of natural or artificial land-
marks.

The two officers would then have to carry on the line down the centre of .

that channel, and down the centre of the Straits of Fuca to the ocean.
And this water-line must, as it would seem, be determined also by a series
of points to be ascertained by the intersection of cross-bearings.

But in regard to_this portion of the boundary line, a preliminary ques-
tion arises, which turns upon the interpretation of the treaty rather than
upon the result of local observation and survey.

The convention of the 15th June, 1846, declares that the line shall be
drawn down the middle of the “clannel” which separates the continent

3 e

from Vancouver’s island. And upon this it may be asked what the word -

“‘channel” was intended to mean.

Generally speaking, the word ¢channel,” when cmployed in treaties,
19eans-a deep and navigable chornel. In the present case, it is believed
th:vt only one channel, that, namely, which was laid down by Vancouver
in hie chart, has, in ‘this part of the gulf, been hitherto surveyed and
used ; ‘and it seems natural to suppose that the negotiations of the Oregon
conventiod, in employing the word “ channel,” had that particular channel
in view.

If this construction he mutually adopted, no preliminary diffieulty will

exist, and the comimissioners will only have to ascertain the course of the -

line afong the middle of that channel, and along the middle of the Straits
of Fuea down to the sea.

It is, indeed, on all accounts, to be wished that this arrangement should
be agreed upen by the two governments, because, otherwise, much time
might be wasted in surveying the various intricate channcls formed by
the numerous islets which lie hetween Vancouver's island and the main
land ; and some difficulty might arise in deciding which of those channels
ought to be adopted for the dividing boundary.

‘ gl‘he main channel marked in Vincouver's chart is, indeed, somewhat
nearer to the continent than to Vancouver's island; end its adoption
would leave on the British side of the line rather more of those small
islets, with which that part of the gulf is studded, than would remain on
the American side. DBut these islets arc of little or no value; and the
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'®ly largo and valuable island”_%"elpnging to the group, namely, that called
“Whidbeys,” would of course belong to the United States.

“This question being, as I Lave already said, onc of interpretation rather
thin of local observation, it ought, in the opinion of her Majesty's go-::
vernment, to be determined before the commissioners go out, which cannot:-
‘be earlier than in the spring of next ycar.

Tn bringing this matter under the consideration of the government of
the United States, T am directed to present to you a copy of the proposed::
draft of imstructions to the commissioners to be so appointed, which I have
the'honor herewith to enclose. SRR

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to you, sir, the assurance of

my highest consideration.
' JOHN F. CRAMPTON.
Hon. JamMEs Brenaxax.

Drart.

- Her Majesty’s government and the Government of the United States,:
having determined to appoint commissioners for the purpose of marking
oiit- that part of the linc of houndary between the British and United .
: Eﬁﬂ;tesf possessions in North America, whicli passes through the Gulf of
eorgia and Fuca’s Straits to the Pacific Ocean, I have to acquaint: yow,
ke., Ec.—, &e.
The first article of the treaty of the 15th of June, 1846, between Great
ritain and the United States, provides as follows: :
| “From the point on the forty-ninth parallel of north latitude, where
gl‘e'bounda,ry laid down in existing treaties and conventions between Great
ritain and the United States terminates, the line of boundary between
the territories of her Britannic Majesty and those of the United States
shall be continued westward along the said forty-ninth parallel of north
latitude to the middle of the channel which separates the continent from
Vancouver’s island, and thence southerly through the middle of the said
bhannel and of Fuca’s straits to the Pacific ocean: provided, however,
that the navigation of the whole of said channel and strait south of the.
orty-ninth parallel of north latitude remain free and open to both par-
es.”

The first operation which, in conjunction with the United States com-

' missioner, you will have to undertake in tracing the above-mentioned
boundary line, will be to determine with accuracy the point at which the
forty-ninth parallel of north latitude strikes the eastern shore of the Gulf
of Georgia, and to mark that point by a substantial monument.

From that point you will carry on the line of boundary along the forty-
ninth parallel of north latitude to the middle of the channel between
Vancouver’s island and the continent. The whole breadth of the Gulf of
Georgia in this part being, as far as is known, navigable, the term ¢ mid-
dle,of the chdninel” used in the treaty, may here be assumed to mean the
middle of the Gulf. But as it is probable that the point which constitutes
the middle of the gulf cannot well be marked out by any object to be fixed
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permanently on the spot, it must be ascertained and fixed by the intersee-
tion of the cross-bearings of natural or artificial landmarks. This mattes
the commissioners will have to settle by mutual agreement; but it will be
essential that the point in question should be marked out as accurately as
the nature of things will admit. ) o

You will then proceed to carry on_the line of boundary from this point
down the middle of the Straits of Fuca to the ocean. In tracing and
marking out this continuation of the boundary, the water-line must pro-
bably still be determined by a series of points to be ascertained by the
intersection of cross-bearings. In performing this operation it will,
of course, be aesirable to observe as much accuracy as may be attainable.
But independently of the mmpossibility of arriving at mathematical pre-
cision in such a matter, such precision is the less important, because the
treaty stipulates that the navigation of the whole of the channel of the
Gulf of Georgia and of the Straits of Fuca shall remain free and open to
both parties. o o

That part of the channel of the Gulf of Georgia which lies nearly mid-
way between the forty-cighth and forty-ninth parallels of north latitude
appears by Vancouver’s chart to be obstructed by numerous islands, which
seem to be separated from each other by small and intricate channels as
yet unexplored ; it has, thereforc, been mutually determined between the
governments of Great Britain and the United States, in order to avoid the
difficulties which would probably attend the exploration of all those chan-
nels, that the line of boundary shall be drawn along the middle of the
wide channel to the east of those islands, which is laid down by Vancouver,
and marked with soundings, as the channel which had been explored and
used by the officers under his command. You will find the line thus des-
cribed, traced in red in the copy from Vancouver’s chart hereto annexed.

It must necessarily be left to the discretion of the commmissioners to con-
nect this part of the line through Vancouver’s channel with the other parts
of the line which, being drawn through portions of the gulf free from islands,
must pass exactly half-way between Vancouver's island and the main; but
the shght deviations of the boundary from the accurate midway, which may
for. some short distance be required for this purpose, cannot beof any
material importance to either party.

——— L4

Memorandum relating to the tracing and ﬁtar]cz’ng the line of boundary
between the British possessions, in North America, and the United
States, comprehended between Lake Superior and the Pacific ocean.

¥ There are four questions for consideration in regard to the amount of
boundary it may be desirable to mark.

1. It may be considered sufficient to determine and mark only two points
along the forty-ninth parallel of north latitude, viz.: the eastern extremity
on the Lake of the Woods, and the western extremity on the Gulf of Georgia.

2. It may be desired to trace and survey the line of boundary from Lake
Superior to the western extremity of the forty-ninth parallel of north lati-
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‘\tude on the Lake of the Woods, and thence along that parallel to the Red
iver.

3. To determine and trace the forty-ninth parallel of north latitude from
e Gulf of Georgia to the intersection of the Columbu, west of the Rocky
ountains,

' 4. To trace and survey the whole line from Ld]s(’ Superior to the Pacific.

! The' estima,ted distances are as follows:

Miles.
1. From Lake Superior to the castern extrenity of the forty-ninth
parallel of north latitude, on the Lake of the Wood- - -2
2. From the eastern extremity of the forty-ninth parallel, as above,
along that parallel to the Red river - - - - M
3. From the Red river along the forty-ninth pal'ullcl to the summit
of the Rocky Mountaing - 818
4. From the summit of the Rocky Mount.nns weqtell y to thc Cn-
lumbia - - - - - - 159
5. From the Columbia to the westem extremity of the forty-ninth
parallel, on the shore of the Gulf of Georgia - - - 200
1,546
Say - - - - - - - - 1600

With reference to Ng, 1, two British astronomers should move up- with
the first opening of the mavigation from IMontreal, sud upou arvival at
the Lake of the Woods, they should there, in company with Aerican
astronomers, deterinine and mark in some durable manner the foxty uinth
parallel of north latitude, near the shore of the lake, whilst at the swue
time the Lake of the Woods itself should be surveyed.

Perhaps the best monument to erect would be a high mound of eaxtly,
and on it a cast-iron monument with a suitable inscription.  That would he
sufficient for the eastern extremity.

The officers should then move over to the western extremity and do the
game there: or, which would be better, other officers should be seut round
by sea to the Gulf of Georgia in a ship of war.

The same description of monument should he erceted at the point on
or near the shore of the Gulf of Georgia, determined hy observation to be
the forty-ninth degree of north latitude.

A survey should be made of the coast, including northwards the mouth
of Frazier’s river, and southwards any remarkable headland or river which
might present itself.

Strength of party required to perform the service described above on the

eastern extremity of the forty-ninth degree, near the Lake of the Woods.
Astronomers - - - - - - -y
Sappers - - - - - - - -G
Laborers - - - . . - - - 50
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Instruments.
Transits - - - . - I R ‘_]~
Altitude and azimuth instruments - - - - -2
Theodolites - - - - - - - - 4
Rextants - - - - - - - -2
Clivouoneters, box - - - - . - 4
Chronometers, pocket s - - - S ]
Chains - - - - . - - 4
Schmalcalda comnpasses - - - - -3
Barometers - - - - - ST - 10
Thermometers - - . - - - 10
Telescopes - - . - - - - 2
Estomated expenses. ,

Salaries - - - - - - - £1,200
Wages - - - - - - - - 17,000
Equipments - - - - . - - 500
Tostruments - - - - - - . 500
Provisions - - - - . . - 1,500

Totul - - - . . . . 10,700;.

No. 2. To trace and survey the linc of boundary from Lake Superior
to the castern extremity of the forty-ninth degree north latitude, near the
Lake of the Woods, and theunce along that parallel to the Red river.

It i important that the whole should be accomplished in a single season,
heeawse it wonld be difficult to house the parties during the winter; and u
creater additional expense would be incurred thereby than would be com-
mensurate with the value of the scivice rendered, since all operations would
necessarily be suspended during the winter. ' '

Stores of provisions and some eyuipments should be prepared and de-
posited in the course of the previous season at Fort Charlotte, on Lake Su-
perior; on Rainy lake; at Pembina, on the Red river, near its interscction
by the forty-ninth parallel of north latitude. ’

Strength of the Commission.

Cowissioner - - R - . . -1
Secretary - - - - .- - - -1
Astronomers - - - . - - - 6
Surveyoms - - - - . . - - 4
Sappery - - - - - - - 31
Issucrs of provisions - - - - - - - T
Laborers - - - . - . . <300
DISTRIBUTION OF THE ABOVE NUMBERS.
Commissioner's party.
Commissioner - - . . . . -1

Lahovers - . . - 10
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Secretary’s party.

- - - - . - - -1
N - - - - - - - 10
\
KEach Astronomical party.
I
Astronomer - - - - - - - -1
Sappers - - - . - - . - 3
Laborers - - - . - . - .95
Kack Surveyor's party.

Surveyor - . - . . - - -1
Sappers - - - - - ; " - 4
Laborers - - - - - - - - 35

Each Issuer's party.
Issuer - - - - - - - -1
Laborers - - - - - - - -6

Two astronomers, one surveyor, ien sappers, and forty men, should ren-
dezvous at the Red river settlement hefore the previous winter, so as to
be ready to move to their stations at the earliest moment of the opening of
the season.

DISTRIBUTION OF THI PARTIEX.

Astronomical parties.

To connect the first point of the survey on Lake Superior with the
eastern extremity of the forty-ninth parallel on the Lake of the

~ Woods *™ - - - - - . 9
At the eastern extremity of the forty-ninth parallel - - -1
On Reed Grass river - . - - - -1
Pembina - - - - - - . -1

D
Supernumerary - - - - - . -1

6

Surveying parties.

On the boundary between Lake Superior and the eastern extremity of

the forty-ninth parallel on the Lake of the Woods - - -
Red river anid Reed Grass river within certain distances of the forty-
~ ninth parallel - - - - - - -
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Depots of provisions to T formed from three principal depots mentioned
as to he prepared before the previous winter.
T):'j)ot,ir.

For the supply of that portion of the boundary hetween Lake Superior

and the cuscern extremity of the forty-ninth parallel - -
At the intersection of Reed Crass river by the forty-ninth parallel -
At the interwection of the Red river by the forty-ninth parallel -

”-4' pd et O

The three astronomers destined for the forty-ninth degree north latitude,
after taking up their respective stations, viz: On the shore of the Lake of
the Woods, 13 on the Reed Grass river, 1; at Pembina, 1; will, by trial,
determine the fortveninth desrce north latitude.  Then they will mark
it in conjunetion with the American cominission.

They will then run the parallel between the stations thus:

Thui o the shore of the Lake of the Woods will run west ; that on the
Reed Cirass viver will run both east aud west ; that at Pembina will run
eiist.

At the end of every fen miles they will observe for a new meridian.

Tihe two astronomical parties destined for the boundary between Lake
Nuperior and the Lake of the Woods, will form a chain of stations con-
ueciing ther in lonzitnde by incerchanges of chronometers. They will in
that way complete the counection of Lake Superior with the eastern ex-
tremity of the forty-ninth parallel on the Lake of the Woods.

The swevevors will he disposed in detail, thus:

Une swrveyor. who with the astronomers will have previously wintered
at the Red river settlement, will, when able to move out in the spring,
azeend the Hed viver, and proceed to survey that river and Reed Grass
river within convenient distances of the forty-ninth parallel, comprehending
at feast the mouth off Reced Grass viver.

The other three will be distributed thus: on Lake Superior, one; on
Rainy Lake twot of these two, one will survey towards iake Superior,
and the other towards Lake of the Woads.

They will dispose their sappers into different parties, as they think best,
20 as to cover the ground to be surveyed. ’

The ustronomieal pacty on the Lake of the Woods will be able to fur-
nish one additional xurveying party, at least for a time. That party to be
employed in surveying the Lake of the Woods itself, which should be laid
down with minuteness,

Lasirwments reqidred. .

Transtts - - - - - - R 1}
Altitude and azimnth instruments - - - - -~ 6
Theodolites - - - - - - - - 92
Chronometers, box - - R . . . - 10
Chronometers, pocket - - - - - - 15
Sextants - - - -
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Chains - - - - - - . . 3

Schmalcalda compasses - - - - - - 25
Barometers - - - - - - - - 920
Thermometers - - - - - - - 20
Spare Levels for transits - - - - - - 10
Telescopes - - - - - - - Y
Heliostads - - - - - - - -4

Estimate of expenses.

Salaries - - - - - . - £ 8.000
Wages - - - - - - - 12,500
Equipments - - - - - - 1,500
Instruments - - - - - - 2,500
Provisions - - - - - - - 9,000
£33500

No To 1race and mark the boundary ‘mentioned in No. 3 8, 7. ., along

the fmty-nmth parallel from the Gulf of Georgia to the inter section of the
Columb1a, west of the Rocky mountains.

One astronomical party should determine the forty-ninth degrce of north
latitude near the shore of the Gulf of Georgia. That parallel should then
be run. Every ten miles a new meridian should be ohserved for. (' utting
parties should he employed to open the line to thirty feet as vapidly as it i
run. These parties should consist of ten men each.

Whilst the parallel is being traced, one astronomer should remain at a
fixed observatory on the shore of the Gulf of Georgin to ohserve for whsa-
lute longitude.

The time required for the service would be from one hundred and £ity to
two hundred days.

The party should be sent either by sea, or it should move over by the
Red river settlement. ‘

But at any rate it would he most convenient to send the principal cquip-
ments and the instruments by sea.

Strength of the party.

Commissioner - - - - - - - 1
Secretary - - - - - - - - 1
Astronomers - - - - - - - 3
Surveyor - - - - - - - - 1
Sappers - - - - - - - - 12
Laborers - - - - . - R - 200

The surveyor should be employed on the shore of the Gulf of Georgia,
and should comprehend in his survey the mouth of Fr‘tze‘r'ﬂ river, and ax
much of the river itself as time would permit.

If it should be desired to survey the sound and the 1slzmd between Van-
couver’s island and the main, a proportionate addition should be made to
the party to suit that service. 'The above only contemplates the tracing the
forty-ninth parallel and the survey immediately dependent on it.
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Tnstruments reqgusred.

Transits - - - - - - - - 38
Altitude and azimuth instruments - - - - -8
Coxtanis, - - - - - - - - 3
"Theodolites - - - - - - -9
Chronometers, box - - - - - - - 6
Chronometers, pocket - - - - - - 1?
Chains - - - - - - - - B
Schmalealda compusses - - - - - - 4
Barometers - - - - - - - 10
Thermometers - - - - - - - 19
Spare transit level: - - - - - - - (:
Telescopes - - - . - - -3
Helioatads - - - - - - - - 3
Bstémate of caprivies.
salaries - - - - - - - L 5,200
Wawes . - - - - - - 11,000
Instruments - - - - - - ],?:UU
LEguipments - - N - . . 500
Provisions - - - - . - . 11,000

232 000

Na. 4. To determine and trace the honwndary mentioned in No. 4, 7, ¢
the whole line from Luke Superior to the Pacific. ,

The survey of that portion of the houndary beiween Lake Superior and
the eastern extremity of the forty-ninth degree north latitude near the
Like of the Woods, to he the same a¢ thar dereribed in the operations
vequired for No. 2.

That should be tlie work of the first ccuson. ,

From the Lake of the Woods vo the Gulf of Ccorvia the distance 1= about
1.273 miles.

As the boundary along that part is a parvallel of latitude, it would, pro-
hably, be sufficient to mark I at intervals of about twentv-five miles by a
chain of astronomical stations.

The number of astronomical parties should be fuolve.

They should move along the line and take up stations in succession at
about twenty-five miles distance one from the other.

_Each party wpon taking np its station should observe for latitude and
time.

Upon having agreed upon and determined npon the forty-ninth degrece
novth Iatitude, it should he marked.

Having done that, the party should move westwand, contparing chwo-
nometers with cach station on its jowney. :

After having passed the most westerly ~tation, the party should move
on about twenty-five miles, establish itsclf, and observe as before. =

Thus the whole line of boundary along the forty-ninth parallel of north
latitude may probably be marked at intervals of from twenty to twenty-five
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miles in those seasons. Oue season more would be required for the return
howe, and one season for the first part of the survey from Lake Superior
to the Lake of the Woody, making in ul] five seasons.

Four winters would Le passed in the woods.

Provisions should be supplied for the castern portion of the survey (rom
Lake Superior and the Red river suttlcmcnt.

- Buffalocs might probably be depunded on for the supply of provisions for
the greater part of the service.  But a quantity of provisions should also
be sent by sca to the mouth of Fraser's viver, or to some convenient place
near the forty-ninth parallel on the shove of the Gulf of Geor gla,

The winters should be passed in double parties, i. . they Sill stand on
the ground at their stations thus, for example:
12 3 45 6 78 9 10 11 12
These would, as before explained, move forward in succession from east to
west. Therefore, at the close of the scason, it should be arranged that they
should stand thus:

v 8 % 10 11 12
6 5 4 3 2, 1

This arrangement would be convenient for defence, for provisions, and
for diseipline..

The length of linc oceupied by winter cantonments would be one hundred
and fifty miles. A communication could no doubt be maintained hetween
the stations throughout the winter.

This general ananﬂc.ucnt ghould bhe modified according to circumstances
and the wants of the \\mtc such 23 wood, water and provisions.

Strengih of the cominixsion after the first svason,

The first scason would, as stated before, be occupied in the survey be-
tween Lake Superior and the intevsection of the Red river by the forty-
ninth parallel; and the strength of the partics, and the arravzowents
should be for that the sawe as detailed in number two.

But for the second and following ~casons the strength required should he :

Comgmissioner - - - - . - . 1
Sceretary - - - - - - - . 1
Astronomers - - - - - - .14
Sappers - - - - - - - - 49
Laborers - - - - - - - - 300

Instrwments regquired.

Transits - - - - - - - -1
Altitude and azimuth instruments - - - - - 16
Nextants - - - - - - - - 15
Theodolites - - - - - - - 3
Chronometers, box - - - - - - 30
Chronometers, pocket - - - - - - 4
Chains - - - - - ; - -3

Schmalealda comwpasses - - - - - -1

Barometers - - - - - - - 50
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Therntometers - - - - . - . ?0
Spare transit levels : - - - - - 30
Telescopes - - - - - - 15
Heliostads - - - - - 15

Salarics - - - - - - - L48.400
Wages - - - - - - - 36,800
Instruments - - - - - - - 5,000
Equipments - - - - - - - 4,500
Provisions - - - - - - - 80,000

£L174,700

J. B. BUCKNALL ESTCOURT,

Licwtenant-colonel.

DEPARTMENT 0r STATE,
Washington, October 25, 1844,

Sik: You were pleased in a recent conversation to call my attention to
the note which, by direction of yow wovernment you addvessed to this
Department on the 13th of January, 1848, relative to the marking out of
that part of the Oregon houndary line which passes through the Gulf of
Georgin and the Straits of Fuew to the Pacific oceau.

The importance of this subject, which has since been inquired into by
me, i fully admitted, and I have the houor to inform you that the papers
relating to it will be laid before Congress at its next session, in order that
if, in its judgment, it shall at this be deemed expedient to accede to the pro-
posal of her Majesty's government, the preliminary step of making the
appropriation necessary for the purpose may be taken.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to you, sir, the assurances of
my high consideration.

J. M. CLAYTOM,

Joux F. Cramerox, Esq., Je., §e., Jo.
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