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~IESSAGE. 

Fellow-ciii=ens ol the ,,)'cnrlfe 
a1~d of the Hl)use of Rep rc,)'Cl: tat£ves : 

I .congratulate >"ou and our COllllnnn constituency upon the fa, (J!'"ble 
auspIces under 'whIch you meet for your first Sl'~~iOll. Our country is at 
p~ace with all the woi·ld. The agitation \\"hich, for a time, threatened to 
dlstmb the fraternal relations ";hich make us ont' people', is fast subsiding, 
aerl a year of general prosperity and health has crowned the nation with 
unusual blessings. }i"one can look back to tIl!.' dangers which are passed, 
or forward to the bright prcspect hefore us, without feelin~ a thrill of 
gratification, at the same time that he must be impressed wfih a O'rateful 
sense of our profound obligations to a beneficent Providence, whose paternal 
care is so manifest in the happiness of this highlv-fayored lal)(1. 

Since the close of the last Congress, certaill Cubans, and other foreio:ners 
J'{'sident in the United States, \\"110 Wt're more or less concerned i~ the 
previous ill\"asion of CuLd, iw,tbld of being discouraged by its failure, have 
again c:bused the hospitality of this country, by making it the scene of the 
Equipment of another military expedition against that possession of her 
Catholic majesty, in which they were countenanced, aided, and joined by 
citizens of the United States. On receiving intelligence that such designs 
\nre entertained, I lost no time in issuing such instructions to the proper 
officers of the United States, as seemed to be called for by the occasion. 
By the proclamation, a copy of which is herewith submittl'll, I also warned 
thOSE' who might be in danger of being inveigled into this scheme, of its 
unlawful character, and of the penalties which they would incur. For some 
time there was reason to hope that these measures had sufficed to prevent 
any such attempt. This hope, however, prover) to be delusi,"e. Very 
early in the morning of the third of August, a steamer called the Pampero 
departed ·from New Orleans for Cuba, haying on board upwards of four 
hundred armed men, with evident intentions to make war upon the author
ities of the island. This expedition was set on foot, in palpable violation of 
the laws of the Fnited States. Its leader was a Spaniard, and several of 
the chief officers, and some 'others engaged in it, were foreigners. The 
persons composing it, however, were mostly citizens of the United States. 

Before the expedition set out, and probably before it was organized, a 
slight insurrectionary movement, which appears to have been soon suppress
ed, had taken place in the eastern quarter of Cuba. The importance of 
this movement was unfortunately ~o much exaggerated in the accounts of it 
published in this country, that these adventurers seem to have been led to 
believe that the Creole population of the island not only desired to throw 
off the authority of the molher country, but had resolved upon that step, 
and had begun a well-concerted enterprise for effecting it. The persons 
engaged in the expedition were generally young and ill-informed. The 
steamer in which they embarked left New Orleans stealthily and without a 
clearance. After touching at Key West, she proceeded to the coast of 
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Cuba, and, on the night between the 11th ;md 12th of August, landed the 
persons on board at Playtas, "'ithin about tWe'nty leagues o~' Havana .. 

The main bo(ly of them proceedeu to, and took posseSSIOn of, an mland 
village, six leaO'ues distant, leaving others to follow in charge of the bag
gage, as soon a~ th(' means of transportation could be obtained. T!1e lat
ter, having taken up their line of march to connect themselves WIth the 
main bOlly, and haYing proceeded about four leagues into the country, were 
attacked on the morninO' of the 13th by a body of Spanish troops, and a 
bloody confliet ensued ; ~lfter which the'y retreated to the place of disem
barkation, where about fifty of them obtained boats and re-emharked there
in. They were, however, 'intercepted among the keys near the shore by 
a Spanish steamer ('J'uising on the coast, captured and carried to Hayana, 
and, after being examiiled before a military court, were sentenced to be 
publicly executed, and the sentence was carried into effect on the 16th of' 
August. 

On receiving information of what had occurred, Commodore Foxhall A. 
Parker was instructed to proceed in the .steam-frigate Saranac to Hayana, 
and inquire into' the charges against the persons executed, the circum
stances under ,,'hich they we're taken, and whatsoe\'er referred to their trial 
and sentence. Copies of the instructions from the Department of State to 
him, and of his letters to that Department, are here,yith submitted. 

According to the record of the examination, the prisoners all admitted 
the olfences charged against them, of being hostile inyaders of the island. 
At the time of their trial antI execution, the main body of the invaders was 
still in tlU' field, making war upon the Spanish authorities and Spanish sub
jects. After the lapse of some days, heing overcome by the Spanish troops, 
they dispersed on the 2-1th of August; Lopez, their leader, was Gaptured 
some days after, and executed on the 1st of September, Many of his re
maining followers were killed, or died of hunger and fatigue, and the rest 
were made prisoners. Of these, none appear to have been tried or execu
ted. Several of them were pardoned upon application of their friends and 
others, and the rest, ahout one hundred and sixty in number, were sent to 
Spain. Of the final disposition made of these, we have no official informa
tion. 

Such is the melancholy result of this illegal and ill-fated expedition. 
Thus, thoughtless young men han' been induced, by false and fraudulent re
presentations, to yiolate the law of their cOUfltry, through rash and un
founded expectations of assisting to accomplish political revolutions in other 
States, and have lost their lives in the undertaking. Too severe a judg
ment can hardly he passed by the indignant senst' of the community, upon 
those who, being hetter informed themselves, have yet led away the ardor 
of youth and an ill-directed low of political liberty. The correspondence 
between this Government ant! that of Spain relating to this transaction is 
herewith communicated. 

Alt~ough these offenders against the laws have torfeited the protection 
of theIr country, yet the GOYernment may, so far as is consistent with its 
obligations to other countries, amI its fixetl purpose to maintain and enforce 
the laws, entc:tain sympathy [or their unoffending families and friends, as 
well as a feelIng of compassIOn f?r themselves. Accordingly, no proper 
effort ~[,IS been spare{~, .and none WIll be spa:ed, t? procure the release of 
such cltI~ens of the UIl1~ed, St~tes; engaged III thIs unlawful enterpris.e, as 
are now III confinement m Spam: but It IS to be hoped that such interpo..: 
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sit ion with the government of that country mill' not h{' considered as afford
ing any ground of expectation that the Gover'nment of the United States 
,:ill, h~reafter, feel itself under any oLligation of duty to intercede for the 
lIberatIOn ~r pardon of such persons as _are flagrant offenders against the, 
law of natIOns and the laws of the Lnited ~tates. Th(~l' la'ws must be 
execute(l. If. we desire to maintain our I("]'lctabiiity among the n..tions 
of the earth, It behnn-s us to enforce steadily iilHI >ternly the neutrCllity 
acts pussed by Congress, and to follow, <t~ h,r as lllav be, the violation of 
those acts with condign punishment. • 

But what giws a peculiar criminality to this invasion of Cub", i~, that 
umler the lead of :-;panish suhjects and with the aid (lj" citizens of the 
United States, it ~ad Y.sorigin, \,;jth ,1Il,:ny, in ,motives of c~I!;idity. Money 
was advanced hy m(hnclual~, probably III consHleraLle amounts, to purchase 
Cub,m bonds, as tllC)" haye hcell c,dbl, i~"uell hy L(l11CZ, sold, doubtless, 
at a wry large discount, and for the p<l}lnent of wbieh the pllblie huu1s 
and public property of Cuba, of wll<lteYer kind, "nd the fiscal resOtlrl"-,S of 
the people and government of t];;tl. island, flftHl whateyer ~Ol!l'ce to IJe' de
rived, were pledged, ,," well it" the good faith of the government expected 
to be established. All tifc~(~ means of paymelit, it is evident, were only to 
be obtained hy a process of bloodshed, v;;;r, ,!nd rev"llltion. ~ one will 
deny that those who set on foot military expediti()n~ <lg-aimt foreign States 
by means like till'';c, are far more culpable than the ignorant iiJlcl the neces
sitous whom they induce to go forth as the ()~iE'lJsihIe parties in the pro
ceeding. Thes!" originators of the invasion 01 Cuba <ec'm tn han~ ddcr
mined, wit!; coolness and system, upon an un<ieJ'taking \vhieh should disgrace 
their country, yjolate its la\\'s, and put to haZ,!l'd the lin's of ill-informed 
and deluded me;i. You will consider whether lurther legislation be neces
sary to prevent the perpetration of ~uclt otfl'nces in future. 

No imlividuals haye a right to hazard the peace of the eountry, or to 
violate its laws, upon vague notions of altering or reforming governments in 
other States. This principle is not only reasonahle in ilSelt~ and in accord
ance with public la,", but is engrafted into the codes of other nations as well 
as our own. But ",bile such are the sentiments of this GoYernment, it may 
be added that e,ery independent nation llIU~t be prtsumed to be able to 
defend its possessions against unauthorized indiyiduals banded together to 
attack them. The Gon~nllnent of the l'nited States, at all times since its 
establishment, has ,!bstained, and has sought to restrain the citizens of the 
country from entering into controversies between other powels, and to ob
serve all the duties of neutrality. :\.t an early period of the GoYermnent, 
in the administration of Washington, sewral laws were passed for this pur
pose. The main provisions of these laws were re-enacted by the act of April, 
1818, by which, among other things, it was declared that if any person 
shall, within the territory or jurisdiction of the United Statf's, begin, or set 
OIl foot, or provide, or prepare the means for any military expedition or 
enterprise to be carried on fi'OIll thencf' against the territory or dominion ot 
any forf'ignprince or State, or of any colony, district, or people with whom 
tpe United States are at peace, every person so offending shall be deemed 
g,lilty of a hiO'h misdemeanor, and shall be fined not exceeding three thou
sand dollars, ~l1d imprisoned not more than thl:ee year s; and this law has 
been executed and enforced, to the full extent of the power of the Govern
ment, from that day to this. 

,In proclaiming and adhering to the doctrine of neutrality and non-inter-
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"H'ntion, the l;nited States have not f)llowed the lead of· other civiliz.ed 
nations; they h.ll"e taken the lead themselYes, and ~wTe been followel~ .by 
others. This was admittell by one of the most em1l1ent of modern nflhs~ 

. statesmen, who saill in Parliament, \yhiie a member of the crown, "that, If 
he wished for a guide in a s)"steJa of neutrality, h s!lOuld take. that lai~! 
down by Anwl'ira in the days of \Vashington and the SeeretaryshlJ1 of Jet
fL"rson ii, an.i Wt' seC', in fact, that the act of Congress of 1~1:::> \\"as follow
ed the succeeLlint>· year, hy an act of the Parli,anent of England, substan
ti;lly the same i!~"'ii~ gt'ne!:al proyisioll~. Fp to that time there had be~n 
no similar law in England, except cert<lin highly penal sta~u~es pa.~sed. 111 

the reign of Gl"Dl'ge 11., prohihiting English suhjects fro,m l'.nhstmg.1I1 tor~lgn 
sen-ice, the <ly()wed O:'jl~ct (If whicL statutes ',;:a . .;, th,·t t()relgn arllues, ralsell 
for the purpose of rt·storing the house of Stuart t" th~ throne, s:lOnld not 
be strengthened by recruits frOlll Englan,l herself. 

All llllist see that dimcultie:'< ma r arise in carrying the laws referred to 
into execution in a country 1l')W ha{"inO' three or fo~r tho1.lsand :nil,,·s of sea-• b _ 

coast, with an in!inite nllllll,er oj' ports (lnd harbors and slllall inleb, Trom 
some of which unlawful expeditions may suddenly set forth, without the 
knowledg-e of GO\,t'millt'nt, again,t the pllsstssiom of foreign States. 

Frienlly rt'lations \\"itlt all, out entangling alliancl'" with none, ha1! lon~ 
been a maxim vi'jth I:'. Our true mission is [;ot to propagate our opinions, 
-or impose upon' other countries our form of goy'ernmt'nt, oy arti:ice or forcl:'; 
but to teach hy exa.npll", and show hy our ~UCl'e";, moderation a:ld justice, 
the bles,ings of sdF-gm-ernrnent, awl the ach"'lI1tages of free in,titutions. 
Let every people choose tor itself, ami make and alter ih political institu
tiolls to suit its 0\\":1 condition and conH'nienl.'e. But, whilt' '.':1:' ayow and 
nnintain this !leutral policy Gursehes, We are anxious to see the S,lme tor
bc'arance 011 the part of other i1ations, whose forms of gO\-ernmmt art dilfer

·eat from our own. The deep interest which '·;e te.d in the spreatl of liberal 
principles and the est:; hli,\nnent of free government" and the sympathy with 
which we \,"itness (,Yery stru!,;'gle against oppression, forbid that we should 
,be inditferent to a cast' in which the strong arm of a foreign power is in
,"oked to stille public sc'ntiment awl repress the s;:irit of freedom in any 
·country. 

The· governme;lt, of Great Briblin an,l France have issued orders to their 
naval eommanders on the \V C'st India station to prevent by force, if neces

.sary, the landing of allventurers from any nation on the" Island of Cuha 
with h()~tile intent. The c()p)" of a memorandum of a conyersation on this 
subject between the Chargi" d'Atfain'i) of her Britannic Majesty, and the 
Acting Seeretary of State, anll of a subsequent note of the former to the 
Department of State, are herewith submitted, together with a copy of a 
note of the Acting Secretary of Staft' to the Minister of the Freneh repub
lic, <l':ll of the ~t'ply of the htter, o~ t.he same. ~ubject. These papers will 
acquaInt you WIth the grounds of thIS InterpOSItIOn of the two leadino- com
mercial powers of Europe, and with the apprehensions, which this G~vern
rnent could not fail to entertain, that such interposition, if earried into 
etreet, might lead to abuses in deroO'ation of the maritime riO'hts of the 
linited Statt's. The maritime rights ~f the United States are founded on 
a fi~m, seeure, ann well-defined oasis j they stand upon the ground of 
N atlOnal Indepen,lence and public law, and will be maintained in all their 
full and just extent. 

The principle which this Government has heretofore solemnly announced 
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it still adheres to, and wIll maintain under all circu,;lstances and at ,']1 
hazards. That principle is, that in every reo'ular);- documented merch<lnt 
vessel, the crew who jlayigate it, and those o~ ho,;'rrl of it, will find thei,' 
protection in ~h~ flag ,,-hich i., oyer them. No American ship I:an be",! 1_ 
lowed ,to,.h~ VISIted or searched for the purpose of ascertaining the chalal'
ter of m(;l\'uluals on board, nor call then:, be allowed any watch hy the n'~
sels of any hreign nation over American vessels on the ·c<)<1.'1 of th,:, I; niter! 
States or the seas adjacent thereto. It 'will 1)(' seen by the let,t cnlllmuni
cati?ll from ~he British CharO'e d' Affaires to the Depar'tlllent of Shtt', that 
he IS autho~'lzed to ~ls'ure the Secretilry of State that en'!'} eare will he 
taken that, III executmg the preYentiH~ measures ilD'<lillc't tLe ex!wLiitions 
which the United Stiltes G"'l'l"lllnent itself has deno~nct'd a~ not !;,_,i!}O' en
titled to the pi'Ote~tion of any goycrnment, no interfl'rence ~hall bke place 
with the lawful commerce of any n~tion. 

In ;lddition to the cor;t"spolll'!ence on thi" suhject, hc're\\"ith suhmittt'd, 
official information has been receiyed at the Department of SLdt' of aN:I
ann's hy the French government that, in the orders given to the Frtltl'it 
n;tval forces, they were expressly instructed, in "n)~ op-erCitions they might 
engage in, to. respect the Hag of the linitell States whereYer it might appeal", 
and to commit no ;;('. (If !J(;,;tility upon any \"l'~"el or armdment und!:'r its 
protection. 

lVIinisters and CC"llle,,;i, of foreign nations are the means and a;:;l'nts I)l" com
munication between 1.1, ant! those natiow;, and it i, of tIll' utmost importance 
that, while residing in the country, they should feel a perfect :,,'curit,) so 
long as they faithfully discharge their respective duties and are ~uilty t)f no 
violation of OUl' law:;. This is the admitted law of n,t ti(>Il,>, and no 
country has a (leeper interest in maintaining it than the FIlited States, Ollr 
commerce spreads oyer eyery sea and visits ('very clime, anti our minister:; 
and consuls are appointed to protect the inten'sts of that commerce, ,t" well 
as to guard the peace of the country and maintain the honor of its Hilg. 
But how ran they disc-harge tht',;t, duties unless they hl' themselves pro
tected; and, if protected, it must bE' by the laws of the country in which 
they l:t'~ide. And what is due to our own public functionaries residing in 
foreign nations, is exactly the measure of what i~ due to the functionaries of 
other govl'rnments residing here. As in war, the beilrers of fldgs of trucl' 
are sacred, or else WHrs would be interminable: so in peatE', rmbassadnrs, 

· public ininisters, and consuls, charged with friendly national intercourse, afl~ 
objects of especial respect and protection, each according to the rights belong
ing to his rank and station. In view of these important principles, it is with 
d{"{"p mortification and regret J announce to YOli that, during the excitement 
growing out of the executions at Havana, the office of her Catholic majest{~ 
consul at New Orleans was assailed U}- a mob, his property destroyeJ, the 
Spanish flag found in the office carl'ipd off and torn in pieces, and he himself 

· induced to flee for his personal safety, which he supposed to be in danger. 
On receiving intelligence of these events, I forthwith directed the attorney 
of the United States residing at New Orleans to inquire into the facts and 
the extent of the pecuniary loss sustained by the consul, with the intention 
of laying them' before you, that you might make provision for such in
demnity to him as a just regard for the honor of the nation and thp resl~ect 
which is due to a friendly power might, in your judgment, seelU to require. 
The correspondence upon this subject between the Secretary of State and 

· her Catholic majesty's minister plenipotentiary is herewith transmitted, 
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The occurrence at New Orleans has lea me to gi\:e my attention to the 

~t att' Of our laws in i'l',card to forei£;lI embassadors, ministers, and consuls. 
I t!link the legislation "'of the country is deficient in not providing sufficient
ly either for the pr(,tectiOll or the punishment of copsuls. I therefore re
cOIDlllend t 11.: suojed to the consideration of C(lngress. . . 

Your aHt:ntion is acrain invited to the question of reciprocal trade be
tween .tlll' Unitel1 s;,' t~s ana Cillada and other British possessions near our 
ii'ontiel'. O\'ertures fol' a "(lnvention upon this subject haYe been received 
from her Britannic :'IIajesty's :'.Iinister Plenipotentiary, but it seems t? be in 
lIJany respects preferable that t.he matter should be. regulated by re~lprocal 
legislation. DOt'uments are laid before you showmg the .terI?s which the 
British gOH~nllnent is willing to offer, and the measures which it may adopt, 
if some arran~elJlE'nt upon this subject shall not be made: . . . 

From the Cl('compall.rin~ copy of a note from the British, Le~atJr;n at 
W<lshington, and the reply of the Department of ~tate thereto, It Will appear 
that her Britannic 21Ljcst y 's goyemment is desirous tha~ a part of the 
hn'mdary line bEtween Oregun and the British pO"'f~~lons ~hould be 
a~;;hnritatiyeJy marked out, and that an intention was expressed tn apply to 
C(\n~ress for an appropriation to defray the expense thereof on the 11:11t of 
the United States. Your attention to this subject is accordingly ilcyited, 
and a proper appropriation recommended. 

A cOIJ\Tntion (or tlte adjustment of claims of citizens of the United States 
again~t Portugal, h,";s lif'f'n concluded, anll the ratifications haye been 
excll,mgul. The first instalment of the amount to be paid by Portugal fell 
due on till' :~!"lth of Sl'ptember last, and has been paid. 

The President of the Frellch republic, according to the provisions of the 
convention, has heen selected as arbiter in the Cdse of the Gene;'al Ann
strong, and has signified that he a('('t~pts the trust, aJ!d the high satisfaction 
he feels in actin!:; as the common friend of two nations with which France 
;" united by sentiments of sincere and lasting amity. 

The Turkish government has expressed its thanks for the kind reception 
given to the Sultan's agent, Amin Bey, on the occasion of his recent visit 
to the United States. On the :2~tll of February last, a despatch was 
addressed by the Secretary of State to ~Ir. l\Iarsh, the ctmerican minister at 
Constantinople, instructing him to ask of the Turkish government permis
<011 for the Hungarians, then imprisonell within the dominions of the 
Suhlime Porte, to remon" to this country. On the 3d of .\larch last, both 

_ houses of Congress passed a resolution, requesting the President to authorize 
the employment of a public vessel to eonH-Y to this country Louis Kossuth 
and his associates in captiyity. " 

The instruction above. referred to was complied with, and the Turkish' 
gOYernment haying released Governor Kossuth and his companions from 
prison, on the 10th of September last they embarked on board of the United 
States steam-frigate Mississippi, ,yhich was selected to carry into effect the 
resolution of Congf{'~s .. G9ve.r~or Kossuth left the Mississippi at Gibraltar, 

. ~or the purpose of m~kmg a .YIo;l~ to England, and may shortly be expected 
In New ~ ork. By eommUlllcatlOns to the Department of State he has ex
press~d IllS grateful. acknowledgments ror the interposition of this Govern
ment m behalf of llllllself and hiS assocIates. .~his country has been justly 
regarded as a safe asylum for those whom polItICal cyents have exiled from 
~heir o)Vn homes in Burope ~ and it is rec?mmended. to Cop.gress to consider 
~n what ~anner Goyernor ~ossuth and hIS compamons, broug.ht hither~y 
its authorIty, shall be recen'ed and treated. " . . 
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It 'is earnestly to be hope(l th"t the rlitlerences whith llilxe for some time 
past been pen~li.ng between the C""'-';;llJl~':1( of the 1<']'c1,,'11 repul,lic and that 
of the Sall(~wlch 18Ian(18, may be peaceabi:.· and (lIn'ably "djl'~t('rI, so :i:; tn 
secure the llldependence of those i,lantis. Long hcfoj'(~ the eyents \\'hi('h 
.have of late imparted so much import~nce to t)", 1'():;,('s,:;iGl's of the Cnikd 
States on the P:I"i!:f'. we "d.::Jo'::L"l,'2;".,l the indeptnrltnce of t]1(' H,~\yaiian 
government. This Gr)"Cl',am .It W;t;;' first in Lking t11< l ,( ('!', and seyerai of 
the leading powers 0] Europe im':i"':;',i.,·ly {:·ll u\\',d. \\'c \\:'1'[' influenced 
in this mC,1,s:!re hy tilt, l":i:,till~' and prospecfin' impo;-t"lll'" /,1' the islands 
as a place of refuge and n{reslltll('nt for our H'S""" ('n~;;I~l'd in lI,e 
whale fishery, anci by the consideration thd 1i ll.'\ lie in tb,' cOlll'se (,j' (lie 
great tra'de 'which must, at no distant day, 1;(, can-jcll on ",,.j,l'('c:1 fhe 
western co;:st of North America and Ea<;klll _'\.,i'e, 

\Ve were also influenced by a Ih'~il"-' that those ishmds should "n\ Pi,S' 
under the control of any other great 1n;;ritil.ll' State, hut "]10'11.] l'l'nlain in ,Ill 

independent condition, [)n(l so be ,i('cq:-:i:,l,' and \I~l'ILlI to the '''Ij(lllll'I,'C' oj 
all nations. I need not S;IY tI,,,! ti,,~ impol t< :,"(' of j ill's(' ('flll;.i<ierati(.w 
has been greatly enhance!) h:.' the "Il!']";' and \"'st dt""';"lll""':;~ w1'1,'11 the 
interests of the United States ltaYP dtt"im''] in (',']iir!l'll i ,t and OII'E"Ii': :lliI 
the policy heretofore adopted in l't'g;'nl to tltnsl' iSla1lrl, ",:ill be'sh:dil} 
pursued. 
- It i.;; gr;;ti(\ing not only to tl'fJ~" wLo ('flnsi']l'J' t!]C' ('(JlIIlll< n'lal i;t1t'(,t,-;t, 

of ll<.tinll'" !'lIt ak, to all \\';;0 L,',l' tlw pro::;r('s~; of kllo\Y!,.'d~;' ;'n:! the 
diffusion of religion, to sec iI community t'1I1Clg'" L'("" a S;J\a,~:(' stilic ani 
attain suc~h a degree of civilization in d'()St.' rbtililt St"S. -

It is much in bericplorel! that 11,.' internal trmlf]ilillit~, of 1h:, l\fi",i.'::; 
republic should ag~,ili I'l' seJ ~()lls1: ,:isi;lrhed; hI', since t!:" 1'",;:'(' 1);'j';,'('(,1' 

t!J,lt republic :md \]H' United ~tdt,'s, it had enjoj'I',] s\If'L "{}ill[,ar;,(in:' I'ETOSl 

thd the most {","orable anti"ir';t(j",ns for the future' lI!iC;l:t, with; d"QTt'l' 01 

confidence, han' been intlul,;.;td. Ti;'.'St~, i1fl\H'Hl, Ll\'l' IIfTll tLw:'!~Il-" h 
the recent Qutbre<lk in the Sh,(' (Ii Tamaltii)HS, on t],(' right l:an!{ of tllE 
Rio Bravo. Hil ring recti \,(':1 information that jWl'S011S from the 'Cnite( 
States had taken part in the inslirt l'ctiUi], and apprehending that their ex, 
ample might be followed by others, I caused ol"~t'rs to be i';slIerl for thE 
purpose of preyenting any hostile expeditions <I~dill,t :'IL''\ic'o from IIt'ill~ 
set on foot in violation of the L\\ .. ~ of the Uniitli , ... ;lles. I likt,\\ Ie ' i.-s,!!': 
a proelam.ation upon the tmbject, a copy .of wi1i)11 is hcre\yitb .hlirl. oefon 
you. TIns appeared to be render2d I!nperat1Ye by 111'.' obl:g"tlOllS 0 

treaties and the general duties of good neighhorhood. 
In my last annual message r informer! Congr('~~ that citizens of the 

United 'States had undertaken the cOlJIll'cti011 of the l\\'() oceans hy meant 
of a railroad across the Isthmus of Tehuanteptc, LIlli].,. .. il grant of thE 
Mexican government to a citizen of that republic; and th::t thi,; enterpriSE 
would probably be prosecuted with energy whenever ~It'xi,.() should con· 
sent to such stipulations with the goyermnent of tl:e Lriff-I! Stiltes as shoulr 
impart a feeling of security to those who should i11\ e~~ t!lt,j:- property i[ 
the enterprise. 

A convention between the two governments for the ac r 'o::I;)lishm{,]]j () 
that end has been ratified by this Uovermnent, and only ,,,nits the decisior 
of the Congress and the Executin' of that republic. 
. Some unexpected difficulties and delays have arisen in the ratification OJ 
that convention by Mexico, but it is to be presumed that her decision wii 
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be- O"onIned hy ju<t ~lnd enli£!;]'i( r,ed yic\';s, :lS well of the general import-
anc~ of the e.l):jed. as of her o\Yn interrsts and obligations. . 

III Jll.votiatiI il;' upon this iml('r1ant suhject, tlli:, goyernment 1l,!S had In 

"jew 011:', and only (,ne objl"-t. i'h;:t f']',;f'ct hiis Uef'll, and is, the CO<1-

,<n:l'tion or atLtinll1t'nt of a pa'~d~':(' horn Oct':'ll III oeeelD, the shortest and 
th(· j,t'~1 ior ti-,IH:]e:s antl ;nercbndisc, <ind ('Iiually opell to all th' world. 
It has ~"uCiht to cDtain no territorial «:'q::isit;r,::, nor any 8.(h-anta!:;t~ ! (,2U

li,~r t,~, ib-df; and it would see, \',-;+h the greate:'t regret, that :.It":i,-,o
should OppOSe' any (~',L:cle h thl' accomplishment of an enterprise \,:hidl 
pro!J,j<-t's so JIluch conytn!l'lWI' to the \,-hoi,- cOlllllie,-,'ial \,,-r,rld, and SlJf'h 

_ en~incnt c<rty,tl;1:,glS to "'.I,":\i,·o· herself. I'npI2,~('d with these ~l"ntiments 
,,,:d these ('ollyiction:<, lL, £!;tJ,-ernment will continue to exert ~Il proper 
C;I"'1'tS trJ bring Cli:nut the 'llec'-'~"J:ry '!:'i'i'ngt'ment with t11e repuLlic of 
l\I,':\i~o lor tlw spl"L'dy l'<I!llplction "I' tj,e work. 

FGr'sow£: IllC}lltL< past, ;h repul1lic (Or ::--~ic"r.!gua has been tLtj tL';:'re of 
('lle of th()~e ciyil cOflvulsi"ns from ~;hid, the ClllSE' of freE' in~,itutic:ns and 
the gl'm'r;:] prosperity ;-In:i ,:!Cial )",00.;I(,;;S of the StatE's of Cl"ntral ~\.I;:l'ri;';! 
h,:-,., so t)n~'ll ,,,,ei 20 ,('\e!'ely sutft·;-t.:.I. 1)dil qt!iet shall haye been rEstored, 
and (t ~~d\·erl1ln~·nt (~pp<trently ~t{:ble sllull 110.\ ... ' b2en oq~anized, no ndY(1:lC'e 

Clll Pl,::!"iltly be m"ciE' ill ,t:,.'l'{)sing- of the qu~ .. ;(iom; penrIii'; between tLe 
t "'.';0 (,O'lll trip:,. 

I am happy to ::nnOl!;lCe that an iIJkJ'-o{ e;:nic comlcllmicatic'l1 from the 
r::,,':lh of tht· :St. .John to the P<lCir;l' has been Sr) l~l!' accompli,LHl "s tll'!l 
1',;';'2]];'_":> IElye ,,('tuall...- tran:lsecl it, ,u,d ma: handisE' h'lc' been transported 
oye]' it; <md Y,!ien the canal shall have ken compIeted ac(o;-(li!l2; to the 
or::c;ilJd pLm, 11,,,, means of CGllllllUnicatio:: 'sin be further improH'd. It is 
l~:,der~tood that a considerable p::!', of ~he railroad across the Isthmus of 
Panama It:;s beell cOinplt'ted, all,\ that the mail and passengers will in futne 
fl(' ('()J1yeycd then:on. 

\Yhicheyer of the ~f_",l'],id routt'S between the two oceems may ultimately 
pro';(: most eiigil)le for traYeltt';-::; to and from thl' differel,t St;,tlS on tlle 
Atlantic .Inti Gulf of .\Il:'xico ;u,t! our coast on the Pacific. there is little 
reason to doubt t];,:t all of them will be use;u; to the putllic, and wiiI libe
rally reward tj,lIt indiyidual enterprise by which alolle they have been or 
are expected to \)e carried into effect. 

Peace has been c0ncludetl between the cClntending parties in the isla:1d of 
St. Domingo, ,lOd, it is hfJped, upon a dU;'able basis. Such is the extent of 
our commercial relations WIth that island, that the tJnited States cannot t~iil 
to feel it strong inft'rEst in its tranquillity. 

The officl' of comrnissiont"1' to China remains unfilled; several persons 
han.' been appointed, and the place has been offered to others, all of whom 
have declined i1s acceptance, on the ground of the inadequacy of the com
pensation. The annual allowance by law is six thou~and doliar.-, and there 
is no proyision for an)' outfit. I e:1l'nestly recommend the consideration of 
this .subject ~o Congrl'ss. Our com!neree with Ghina is highly important, 
and IS becommg more and more so, In consequence of the increasing- inter
course between our ports on the Pacific coast, and Eastern Asia. China is 
understood to be a country in which living is very expensive, and I know 
of no rcasolJ why the Amelican commissioner sent thither should not be 
placed, in regard to compensation, on an equal footing with ministers who 
represent this countr)" at the courts of Europe. . 

By referenre to the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, it will be 
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1>een that the aggregate receipts for the last tis.-a! ye,L- a::10unted b 
$?~,312,979.t::I7; whi~h, with the balance in the trea<;u;·.\ on the bt July, 
ltJ::>O, gave, as the a.vmlable means for the year, the sum ot :::;)'-\,~) l7 ,02.!.:36. 

The tot.al expenchtures for the same period wen' *,~I",(H)-l, ';;':-;.fi:"'. 
l'he to!allmports for t?e yea~ ending 30th June, h(51 , were- ~~·215,72;1,\l~).j 
Of WhICh there were m specl~---------------___________ 4/Jii7,~1\11 
The ex.ports for the same peno[~ were - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - 217/;17 ,13iJ 
Of ~hlch there were of domestic products- - - -)il;17~,;)'!6"),),, 
Fore~gn goods re-exported - - - - - - • - - - - - - . - - - ~',7:}~. fiD;") 
.specle- - - - -- ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -. - - _ _ _ _ 2!1,:2:;J ,"'if) 

------$217 ·'5171:;:) 
Si?ce the 1st of _ Decef!1bl·r last, thE' payments in c,,~h C!l accoul;t cl the 

pubhc debt, exclUSive of mterest, hav • .:' amounted to 87/jOl,-±.j1i';""jlj; which, 
however, includes the sum of $:3,:~4-2,400 paid under the-twelfth article of 
the treaty with :'Ilt'xico, and the further sum of 8·!,·)~11 ,:: 1:3,-l.i, beino- the 
amount of award~ to American citizens under the jate trnty with :'I'Ieoxico 
for which the issue of stock was authorized, but which ,,-as pnid ill casl: 
from the Treasury. -, 

The pubEr debt on the 20th ultimo,exdu~ive of the stock authorized to 
be-issued to Texas by the act of 9th Septemher, 1':"10U, Wi;, :-:'>I;:!,.~I;(),:3~j.).:!(j. 

The receipts for the next fiscal year are estimated at $:i 1,"00,000; 
which, with the probable unappropriated balance in the' Tre".,ury on the 
~3Dth June next, will gi\-e, as the probal.lc· av::ilahll' nWilns ~ .. r that ye.u, th" 
sum of $6:3,2;'~,7~l:3.09. 

It has been deemed proper, in yil'Y; of the lHrg'e expenditure~ l-nils~'q1i"lit 
upon the acquisition of territocy. from J\Iexi,-o, ~that the t'stimatlcs li)r thl' 
next fiscal ~'ear "houle!, be laid before Congress in slIch manner as to distin
guish the expenditures so requin.'d from the othel'\\-ist' ordinary demalld~ 
upon the Trellsury. 

The total expenditures for the next fisc-al y'-',I rare estimatrd at 
$42,:-192,299.1:), of which there is requiret] for the onlinary purposes 01 
the Government, other than those consequent upon the ilcquisition of OUI 

new Territories, and deducting the payments on account of the puhlic deh·t, 
the sum of ti:;:3:3,3·B,hb.0'-' : and for the purposes connected directlr or in
directly with those Territories, and in the fulfilment of the obiigations 01 
the Government, contracted in consequence of their acquisition, the sum OJ 

$9,549,101.11. 
If the yiews of the Secretary of the Treasury in reference to the ex

penditures required for these Territories shall be met by corresponding 
action on the part of Congress, and appropriations made in accordanc~ 
therewith, there will be an estimated unappropriated balance in the Trea
stlry on the 30th June, 1t1;):3, of $20,:36fj,4-t:3.90, wherewith til meet that 
portion of the public debt clue on the 1st of July foilowin~, amounting to 
$6,237,931.35, as well a-s any appropriations which may be made beyond 
the estimates. 

In thus referring to ,the estimated expenditures on account of our noO'wly
acquired territories, I may express the hope that Congress will concur with 
me in the desire that a liberal course of policy may be pursued towards 
them, and that every obligation, express or implied, entered into in conse
quence of their acquisition, shall be fulfilled by the most liberal appropria
~~~~~. - ~ 

- The values of our domestic exports for the last fiscal year, as compared 
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with thos~ of the previous y€'ar, exhibit an increase of ~"!'3,G"!6,:322. At 
first view, this condition of our trade with foreign natIOns would seem to 
1)f('~c'tJt the most fiatkring hopes ()f its fu~ure prosperity. .~n examination 
of the details of our exports, however, will show that the mereased value 
of our exports for the last fiscal year is to he found in the high price of 
eotton whic'h prevailed during the first half of that year, which price has 
sin('e declined ,I bout one-half. 

The ..-alue of our exports of hi'l'Cltbtulfs and provisions, which it was 
sU!'l'osed the incentive of a 10\\' tenin and large importations from abroad 
would han greatly augmented, !J,,~ fallen from ~G",701,9:!1 in 1..,47, t(} 
$;26,051,:)7:3 in V,,;,~(), and to ~21,~-l"',(j,"j:j in l~;jl, with a strong pro
bability, amountinu; almost to a c{'rt<linty, of a still further reduction in the 
current year. 

The ;,~crl'l'g.:te yalues of ric,> ""ported during the l<:st fiscal year, a's 
COlllp<d'e!l "''''iilt the l're..-ious year, also exhiuit a d,'cre2.se amounting t(} 
~-lfi{),q17, \\'hich, with a decli!ll' in the .-alues ot' the exports of tobacco 
for the same period, lll"k,~' <Ill ag~i'eg~,te decrease in these t \\'0 articles of' 
:f.-;1,lti6,751. 

The policy 'which dictated 'l 10';; i'3.te 01' duties on foreign merchandise,. 
it WdS thought loy those who promoted and established i:-, would tend to 
bend;t the fannin!:; population (,I' thi.~ countr:", 1:.\ increa"ing; the demand 
"lid rai~in~ the pritt' of agricultw <d produLt~ ill J'oreig-11 lilark-d.~. 

The foregoint!; fad~, however, S"t'llj to show income~tiill.r, that no such 
result has follower] the adoptio;l of this poli(;y. On the contrary, notwith
standing the repeal of the restrictive corn laws in Engh:.nd, the foreign 
demand for the products of the American fanner has steadiiy declined, 
since the short ('r(II'S and consequent famine in a portion of Elirope have 
ht'l'n happily reph:.ced oy full crr,ps and comparatin abundancc' of food. 

It will be s<.'en, II)' recurring to the commer('ial statisti,'s for the past 
year, that the "alne of our domestic exports has been increased in the 
~illgle item of raw cotton, by t:W,Ollll,OOO oYer the value 01' that export 
for the year preceding. This is not due to any illl']'cased general demand 
fe,)' that article, but to the short l'J'('P of the preceding year, which created 
an increased tkmantl and an augmented price for the crop of last- year. 
Should the cotton crop now going forward to market be only equal in 
quantity to that of the year preceding, and be sold at the prc~ent prices>, 
then therL' would be iI falling off in the v2.lue of our exports, for the present 
fiscal year, of at least ~-lO,OQO,OOO, compared with the amount exported 
for thL' year ending :30th.June, 1t-:;J1. 

The production of gold in Calil(I)'lJiii, for the past year, seems to promise 
a large supply of that metal from th.\lt quarter for some time t6 come •. 
This large annual increase of the (lJJTency of the world must be attended 
with its usual resul!s. These haw ,been already partially disclosed, in the 
enha,ncement of pr~('es, and a ri~illg spiri: of speculation and adventure, 
tendll1g to onrt,radll1g, as well <ll home :lS ,abrQad., Unless so!ne salutary 
check ~hall be gl\'en to these tendeJl('JI'~, It IS .to be, teared that Importations 
of foreIgn goods, beyond, a healthy demand m thiS country, will lead to a 
sudrle!l dram of. the precIOUS m~tals from us, bringing with it, as it has, 
done m former tunes, the most dlsasiTous consequences to the business amI 
capital of the American, people. . 

The exports 0r')sp~C!,~ t~liquidate our foreign debt.d~ring the past .fiscal 
year have been ~~.J,26 . .),9,9 over the amount of speCIe Imported. The ex-. 
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ports of specie during the first quarter of the present fiscal year have been 

. $14,6,~1,827. Should specie continue to be exported at t'his rate for the 
remainmg. three quarters of this year, it wiII drain from our metalic cur
rency durmg the year ending 30th June, 1t-i52, the enormous amount of 
$58,607,30~. 

In the present prosperous condition of the national finances it will be
-c.ome the duty of Congress to co~s~rler the best mode of paying' off the pub
hc debt. If the presen~ a~d antIclpatedsurpl~s in the Treasury should not 
be absorbed by appr?pmttIolls of an extraordmary character, this surplus 
:should be employed In such way, and under such restrictions as Cono-ress 
may enact, in extinguishing the'outstanding debt of the nation. b 

. ~y reference to the act of Congress approved 9th S~ptember, 1850, it 
WlU be seen that, in . con.sideration of certain concessions by the State of 
'Texas, it is provided that the" united States shall pay to the State uf 
!exas the sum of ten millions of dollars, in a stock bearing five per cent. 
lnterest, and redeemable at the end of fourteen years, the interest payable 
half yearly at the Treasury of the united States." 

In the same section of the law it is further provided" that no more than 
five millions of said stock shall be issued until the creditors of the State 
holding bonrls and other certificates of stock of Texas, for n'hich duties on 
imports were specially pledge,l, shall first file at the Treasury of the united 
States releases of all claims against the United States, for or on account of 
said bonds or certificates, in such form as shall be prescribed by the Secre
tary of the Treasury, and approYed uy the President of the United States." 

The form of release thus proyided for has been prescribed by the Secre
tary of the Treasury, awl approved. It has heen publi~he,l in all the 
leading newspapers in the commercial cities of the United State~, and all 
persons holding claims of the kind specified in the foregoing proviso were 
required to file their releases (in the form thus prescribed) in the Treasury 
-of the United States, on or before the 1st day of Octoher, 1 ")51. Although 
this publication has been continued from the 25th day of March, 1801, yet 
up to the 1st of October last comparatiYely few releases had been filed by 
the creditors of Texas. 

The authorities of the State of Texas, at the request of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, have furnished a schedule of the public debt of that State 
-created prior to her admission into the Union, with a copy of the laws 
under which each class was contracted. 

I have, from the documents furnished by the state of Texas, determined 
the cIasses of claims which in my judgment fall within the provisions of 
the act of Congress of the 9th of September, 1850. 

On being officially informed of the acceptance by Texas of the proposi
tions contained in the act referred to, I caused the stock to be prepared, 
and the five millions which are to be issued unconditionally, bearing an in
terest of five per cent. from the 1st day of January, 1851, have b~~n for, 
some time ready to be delivered to the state of Texas. The authOrIties of 
Texas, up to the present time, haye not authorized anyone to receiYe this 
stock, and it remains in the Treasury Department, subject to the order of 
Texas. 

The releases, required by law to be deposited in the Treasury, not ha~
jng been filed there, the re~aining ~Ye millions have not be~n issued. . ?,hls 
la'st amount of the stock Will be WIthheld from Texas un hI the conditIOns 
:upon which it is to be delivered shall be complied with by the creditors of 
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that state, unless Congress shall otherwise direct by a modification of the 
law. 

In my last annuallllessage, to which I respectfully refer, I stated briefly 
the reasons which induced me to recommend a modification of the present 
tariff, by com'erting the ad valorem into a specific duty, wherever the ar
ticle imjlorted was of such a character as to permit it, and that such a dis
crimination ~houhl be made, in favor of the industrial pursuits of our own 
eountJ:y, as to encourage home production without excluding foreign COffi

petiti0n. 
. The numerous fraurls which continue to be practisec{ upon the revenue by 
false invoices and under-valuations, constitute an unanswerable reason for 
acloptincr specific instead of ad valorem duties in all cases where the nature 
of the c~mmodity does not torbid it. . A striking illustration of these frauds 
will be exhibited in the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, showing 
the custo:m-hollse valuaticn of articles imported under a former law subject 
to specific duties, when there was no inducement to under-valuation, and the 
custom-house valuations of the same articles under the present system of ad 
valorem duties, so greatly reduced as to leave no doubt of the existence of 
the most _ flagrant abuse" under the existing la\ys. This practical eV<lsion 
of the present laY,', combined with the languishing condition of some of the 
great interest,; of the country caused hy o\-er-importations and consequent 
depressed prices, and with the tailure in obtaining a foreign market for our 
increasing surplus of breadstuffs and provisions, has inducecl me again to 
rt'colllmend a modification of the existing tarin. 

The report of the Secretary of the Interior, which accompanies this com
munication, will present a condensed statement of the operations of that 
important department of the Goyernment. 

It will be See)1 that the cash sales of the public lands exceed those of the 
preceding year, and that there is reason to anticipate a still further increase~ 
notwithstanding the large donationswhiqh have been made to many of thf' 
States, and the liberal grants to individuals as a reward for military services. 
This. fact furnishes very gratifying evidence of the growing wealth and 
prosperity of our country. 

Suitable measures have been adopted for commencing the survey of the 
public lands in California <lml Oregon. Surveying parties have been 
organised, and some progress has been made in establishing the principal 
hase and meridian lines. But further legislation and additional appropria
tions will be necessary before the proper subdivisions can be made, and the 
general land system extended over those remote parts of our territory. 

On the 3d of March last, an act was passed providing for the appointment 
of three commissioners to settle pri\-ate land claims in California. Three 
persons were Immediately appointed, all of whom, however, declined 
accepting the office, in consequence of the inadequacy of the compensation. 
Others were promptly selected, who, for the same reason, also declined; 
and it was not until late in the season that the senices of suitaWe persons 
eould be secured. A majority of the commissioners convened in this city 
~m the 10th Sep.temb~r last, w~en detaile~ instructions were given to them 
III regard to their duties. TheIr first meetmg for the transaction of business: 
will be held in San Francisco on the eighth day of the present month .. 

I -have thought p~oper.to refer to th~s: f<lcts, not only to explain the 
cauSeS of the delay III fillmg the corrunISSlOn, but to call your attention to
the propriety of increasing the compensation ·of the commissioners. The 
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offic,'e is one of great labor and. respon:-ibilitl-, and the compEnsation should 
be such as to commanrln1f':1 of a high or.i'~r·of talents and the .mo~t unques-
tionable integrity. -

The proper disp~s,:l ~t. ,he m.inC'ra! Lind- (·f Cdifomia i, a sulljeet slIr
rounded by great W\Ll'1:Lic·o:. In my Lt.,j annual lI1E'SS<l[rl', I recommended 
the survey ancl sale of them in sll:ia 11 pF!.l'Cels, U!id"r s~\f;lj restrictiolls as 
:vould e~ecttlally.gm:f(l agdinst monopoly .and ~peculatioll. Hut upon furtht'l' 
InformatIOn; and 111 deferenc" t? the OPll11Ol1S of jJl'r,:ow; i:1I11iliar wi til the 
subject, I am inclined to clu:.ge that l"I'l'o:nIll2nciation, and to advj'l' that 
they be. permitted to . ('main, <lS at prt'.~ellt,,, common fielll, open to the 
enterpnse and industry 01 all our citizens, until J'mthei' experienc.f shaH 
have de,;elopelj the best polj.:y to be ultimately adopted ill reO"<1nl to them. 
It is safer to suffer th(' illf'Onve.niencp th:tt pm" ("ii,~'" for abshort peril)!l, 
than, oy.premature legislation, to fasten on the country <l ,yste:n fOlllldE'rl 
in error, .which may place the whole sIlhj,-,(·( heyoll,d tfle future control of 
Congress. ' 

The agricultural lands should, ho,\-ewr, be sun'eyed, and Im:lUght into 
market with as little deby <is possible, that' the li1 1l"; 1Il'~y become settlt'ti, 
and the inhabitants stimulated to make permanent impnlYcll1enb, and enter 
on the orrlinary pursuits of life. To efft'et these objects, it is desirable that 
the necessary provision be made by law for the est a blishment of land offices 
in California and Oregon, and for the efficient p~:ose('·.lti"IL of the surn')'s at 
an early day. 

Some difficulties have oecurred in organizing the territorial goyernments 
of New Mexico and Ute-ih; and, when more accurate information shall be 
obtained of the causes, a flu:ther communication will ue made on that 
subject. 

In my last annual communication to Congress, I recom:nended the esta
blishment of an Agricultural Bureau, and I bke this occasion again to inyoke 
your favorable consideration of the subject. . 

Agriculture may justly be regarded as the great interest of our people. 
Four-fifths of our active populc~tion are employed in the cultivation of the 
soil, and the rapid expansion of our settlements over new tenitary. 
is daily adding to the number of those engaged in that yocation. Justice 
and sound policy, therefore, alike require that the Government should use 
all the means authorized· by the Constitution to promote the interests and 
welfare of that important class of our fellow-citizens. And yt't it i-: a sin
gular fact that, whilst the manufacturing and commercial interests have en
gaged the attention of Congress during a large portion of eYer)' session, and 
our statutes abound in provisions for their protection and encouragement, 
little has yet 'been done directly for the advancement of agriculture. It is 
time that this reproach to our legislation should be removed; and I sincerely 
hope that the present Congress will nat close their labors without adopting 
efficient means to supply the omissions o~ those who have prec.erled them. 

An Agricultural Bureau, charged with the duty of collecting and dissemi
nating correct information as to the uest modes of cultivation, and of the 
most effectual means of preserving and restoring the fertility of the soil, 
and of procuring and distributing seeds and plants, and other vegetahle pro
ductions, with instructions in regard to the soil, climate, and treatment best 
adapted to their growth, cQuld not fail to be, in the language of W ASHING

!ON, in his l~st annual message to Congress, a "very cheap instrument of 
Immense 'natIonal be»efit." 
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Regarding the act of Congress, approved 28th~eptembe~,.1850, gr~n~ing: 
" bounty lan(]s ·to persons who had b~'en ~ngage.!l l~ "the mIlItary se!"vice of 

the ,"(,urt!")" it:" " Cf,(',d measure ot natIOnal JustIce and mumficence, an 
anxious dl~"{l' 1t,IS ~I:('('n fclt, by the. officers .l',ntrnsted with its imme~lia~e 
(""it"ution, to gin> p:(i1liPt. e!fect 10 Its pronSlOns .. All the means.wIth~n 
their control '\TH', therefore," hrought into reqUIsItIon to expedIte. Hie 
acljudic.;ation of claims; -,md. I am griltified to be .able to state, that near one 
hundred thousand <lppltc<ltlOns haye been consIdered, an~l about seventy 
tjHlll',:nd warrants i,sued, within the short space of mne months. If 
;lIlequa k proyision h(' made uy Ie!"w to cany into effect the recommendations 
of thl' Department, it i~ eonfidently expeded that, before the clos~ of the 
next fiscal year, ,til ,\"110 are entitled to the benefits of the act WIll have 
receive(l tl:~ir warrants. . 

The St~'"I'diin of the Interior has s~(T(Teste<1 in his report various amend-
• 010' , h f 

ments of the laws relating to pensiolls and bounty lands, fort e purpose 0 

more l'lfcduall.v guarding against auuses and frauds on the Govermnent: to 
;111 of wh:l'h I invite your partieular clttention. 

The large aceessions to out Indian population consequent upon the aequi
sition of New :'-.Tl'xi('O and California, and the extension of our settlements 
into Utah and Oregon, haw given increased iuterest and importance to our 
relations with the aborigirial race. "" . 

No material change has taken plaee within the last year in the condition 
and prospects of the Imlian triues who resi(le in the North-western Territory 
and west of the Mississippi river. \Ye are at peace with all of them; an.! 
it win be a souree of pleasure to you to learn that they are gradually ad-
vancing in civilization and the pursuits of soci~1 life. . 

Along the l\Iex;(",;n frontier, and in California and Oregon, there have 
been occ"asional nHlnift-stations of unfriendly ij~eling, and some {Iepredations 
committed. I am siltisfied, however, that they resulted more from the 
destitute and stan-ing condition of the Imli,rns' than hom any settled hos
tility toward the whites. As the settlements of our citizens progress 
tow~Il'ds them, the game upon which they mainly rely for subsistence is 
tlrin'Jl off or destroyed, and the enly alternative left to them is starvation o.r 
plunder. It bee ames tiS to consider, in "iew of this condition of things, 
whether justice and humanity, as well as an enlightened economy, do !lot 
require th" l, illstead of seeking to punish them for offences which are the 
result of our own policy towards them, we should not provide for their 
immediate wanh, unr! encourage them to engage in agriculture, and to rely 
on their labor, instead of the ehase, for the means of support. 

Various important treaties have been negotiated with different tribes 
during the y,:",u, !,)' ,\·hich thf'ir ti~Ie to .large and ",tlua hIe, tracts of country 
lias hcen extmgUlshed: all of whIch \\'111, at the proper tune, be submitted 
to the Senate for ratification.· . 

'~he joint comm!ssion'u.nder the trf'atx of Gaudalupe Hidalgo has be~n 
;I~,t~yely ('ngaged ll1 rU~lllng and markmg the boundary line between the 
( llited States and Mexleo. It was stated in the last annual report of the 
~(",r("laJ) (,f the Int.erior,that the initial po~nton the Pacific and the point 
of JunctIOn oithe GIla WIth the Colorado n\"er had been determined and the 
intervening line, about one :hundre(l and fifty mi!es in length, 'run and 
marked by temporary mOlluments. Sinee t!1at~ time a monument of marble 
l1as hem erected :!t the initia,1 point, and perrna,.nent landmarks of iron have 
been placed at sliitable distanees along the line. . " ,:'" 
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The ~nitial point on the Rio Grande has al~() heel! flv'lI hr tll~ C ;_ 

, '" t 1- t' I> ".)" "1·)' I .' L omlll,,~ S.IPn~I:S a d It~( e 'J_ ,~-, am, at the date of the Lht communication, the 
surve:t. of the Ime h~d beE'n made thence \\'t'stwdrd ahoul one hundred Ill,,; 
fi.f~~1mles, t~ t~e neIghborhood of the copper IninE'~ . 
. 1. he commiSSIOn on our p~lIt was at ti.rst organized on a s'caJe "'hidl 0:

penence p~oH'd ~o ~e unwIl'.ld.\' ant! attende(1 \\:itl! ll!llll'('es~"r.r expens/, 
Orders ha,~, the,l.ef~le, been ISStlNI,fol.' the re~lllctlOn?t the Ilumber ofpt'r
sons emp~o) etl \\ lth!n the smallt:-.t IUl11b ('('lbL.;tent With tht' safety of thr., ' 
engaged In .the senH'l' and tIlE' prompt and efficient t'xeclltioll or'their illl
portant dutIes. 

Returns ha\'e been recE'i"E'd from all thE' offict'rs l'II"'''!.,:'I'd in takilw the 
census in the States ami Territori.E's, ~xcept Californiil.~I'II" supHilLtE'i~dl:"!lt 
employell to make the enumeratIOn In tlwt State, has not \t,t l11adt, his fuH 
report, from ca\l~e,.;, as he allege" Iwyolld his control. TII~,' failure is ll1uctt 
to be regretted, il.~ it has pl:en'nlt:d till' Secretilry nt tll(' Iuterior fl'~ll' 
making. the. decmnial apportionment of j'('presentati,"es a11l0ng- the :-iiatl:"s, 
as reqUIred hy the ad approved 1\1<1) .'!:;, 1"'·")1), It is hoped, howen'r, that 
the returns will soon he receiyed, ail(l no time will then i.tl' lost in makin,) 
the necessary apportionment, and in transmitting tlte n'l'tit1(';dl" H'quired 
by law . 
. Th.e Superintl.'ndent of Ihe Sl'I"('lith ('l'll'ollS is dili~('nth l'lnplo)'f'tI, lindt" 

the. (hrection of the Seere1ary of tltL' Interior, in elassii\in!! and illTano-in!,!", 
in tabular form, all the "Iaii~tical information l\efin'll j'rmll the rdllr?ls of 
the marshals, awl it is beliewd that whpn the work shall h., "'llIlplded, i~ 
will exhibit a more perfect "iew of the population, \\'ealth, ''''''lijl,ltioli'' and 
social condition of a great country, than has e\"er been pn'''''ntr:d to tIll' 
world. The ya lue of sHch a work, as the hil,~i.; of enJightl'l1l'd legislation, 
can hardly be O\'er-estimatL'd; and I (,<lrnestiy hope that ('''J!~T(,~~ willl"st' 
no time in making the appropria tions lit'('('ssary to cOlllple\ f' 1 J j(' dn ~sif;(,<l
tions, and to publish the results in a style worthy of the subjl'd, and of OUl' 

national character. ' 
The want of a uniform fl'l'-hill, prf'~nibing the cOlllpensal jllB til he <J 1-

lowed district attorneys, clerks. marshals, ami cOlllmissioners in ciyil and 
criminal eases, is the cause of lJIur h ,eXil lion, injustice 'I:.,d cllmplaint. '[ 
would rl'commend a thorough reyision of the lllWS 'on tIle 'whole subject, and 
the adoption of a tariff of fees which, as far as practicaLlle, should be uni
fOrm, and prtscribe a specific cOI,1lpensatioll for every sen'in: which th n 

officer may he required to perform. "This suhject will be full) presented ir, 
the report of the Secretary of the Intel"ior. , 

In my last anuual message I gave briefly lil} reasons for believing that 
you possessed the constitutional power to improve the harbors'of our great 
lakes and seacoast, and the na\'igation of our principal ri\'l'fS, and recom
mended that appropriations shoul'd be made for completing such works as :. 
harl already been commenced, am[ for commencing such others as might 
seem to the wisdom of Congress to. be of public and g('nel"al importanee" 
'Vithout repeating the ~easom; then urged, r deem it my duty again to call 
your attention to thi~ imporbtnt 'SllqjPct: ' The works on lIIany of our har
bors were left in an unfinished statl', mid, consequeritly, t'xposed to the a(
tion of the elements, wJii(~h is fast destroying them: Great numbers of livls 

'and vast aruo'lmts of property art' annually lost for want of safe and cOllH

nient harbors on the lakes. ' None but those whh have been expo~ed to that 
.rlangerous na\'igation can futl)' appreciate tht-importance of this subject. 

, . 2 . 
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'fhe whole NQrth-west appeals to you for relief, and I trust their appeaJ 
will receive due consideration at your hands. . _ 

The same is in a measure true in regard to some of the harbors and mlets 
on the sea coast. 

The unobstructed navigation of (Iur large rivers is of equal ~mportan~e. 
Our settlements are now extending to the sources of the great flvers whIch 
f'mpty into and form a part of the Mississippi, and the y:tlue of the_pu~lic 
lands in those regions would be greatly e~hanced by freemg t?e navlg~tlOn 
of those waters from obstructions. In VIeW, therefore, of thIS great mte
rest, I deem it my duty again to urge upon Congress to make such appro

-Ju-iations for these imDrovements as they ma,y deem necessary. 
_ The surveys of th~ delta of the Mississippi, :with a view to the pr.eTen-

'-1ion of the overflows that have proved- so dISastrous to that regIon of 
country, have he en nearly completed, and the reports thereof are now in 
course of prC'paration, and will shortly be laid before you. 

,:. :The protcetion of our .sputh-western frontier, and of the adjacent Mexi
oan Statrs, against the Indian tribes within our border, has claimed my 
earnest amJ conshl~lt aaention. Congress having failed, at the last session. 
to adopt my f('GomInt'ndatio)l that an additional regiment of mounted men 
sp~cially adapted to that .sef\icc should be raised, all that remained to be 
flone was to mak~ tL,~ best use 'of the means at my disposal. Accordingly, 
all the troops adapted to that service tl}at could properly be ~pared from 
other quarters have heen concentrated 0:1 that frontier, and officers of high 
reputation ~elected to command them. A new arrangement of the military 
posts has alsq lw('ll made, whereby the troops are brollght nearer to the 
}IIexicari frontier 'and to. the t~ibes they are intended to overawe. 

Sufficient time has not yet elapsed to realize all the benefits that are ex
pected to result from tl!l'se arrangements, uut I have every reason to hope 
that they will effectually check their marauding expeditions. The nature 

, of the country, which furnishes little for the support of an army, and 
ilbounds in places of refuge and concealment, is remarkably well adapted te
this predatory warfare; and we can scarcely hope that any military force, 
oombined with the greatest vigilance, can entirely suppress it. 

By the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo we are bound to protect the terri
tory of Mexico against the incursions of the savage tribes within our bor
der, ". with equal diligence and energy," as if the same were made within 
our territory or against our citizens. I have endeavored to comply. as far 
<is possible, with this provision of the treaty. Orders have been given to 
t>he officers cammanding on that frontier to consider the Mexican territory 
and its inhabitants as equally with our own entitled to their protection; 
and to make all their plans and arrangements with a view to the attain
n:ent of this object. Instructions have als<,> bren given to the Indian C01D

missioners and agents among these trites, in all treaties, to make the clauses 
designed for the protection of our own citizens apply also to those of 
Mexico. I have no reason to doubt that these instruct'ions have been fally 
carried into efrect. Nevertheless, it is probable that in spite of all our ef
mrt'S, some of the neighboring States of Mexico may have suffered as our 
own haye, from depredations by the Indians. ' 

To the difficul~ies of d~fending our ow':l territory, as above mentioned, 
. ar.e superadded, 111 defendmg that of MeXICO, those that arise from its re
mote!le~s, from the fact th~t we ha,:e no r.ight to station our troops within 
."ber lUOItS, and that there 18 no effiCIent mIhtary force on the Mexican side 
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to cooperate with our OWIl. So long as tLis shall continue 10 I", the 1':1.'k. 

the number and activity of our troops \\-ill rather inC! I a,,,· th~ti1 dimil,isll t};" 
evil, as the Indians 'will naturally turn towards that eoullin' \·:bert' the', 
enoounter the least resistance. Yet these truops ilrt' 1I1"'(ssill'V to subdu~' 
them, and to compel them to make and observe trl'i/ii,", ()llt;1 this ~hall 
have been done, neither country wiIi enjoy any security frnul iLeir altac\,'" 

The Indians ir;t California, who had preriollsly aplie',ned or it I"'.ln:a],!e ' 
character, and dIsposed to cultivate the fl'if'll(bhip of t\lf' whitl"', h:I\(' re
~ently committed several acts of ho~tilit)·, As it lar~,' portion of the n.:
inforcements sent to the Mexican frontier were drawn i'r'OlU the Pacific till: 
military force now stationed there is COl1!'idered entin'ly i,,«dcq,lIate t~ it.,; 
defence. It cannot be increased, however, without an incJ'i';t", of lht, 
army; and I again recommend that measure as intiispl'lJsablc ,n the p,)_ 
tection of the frontier. ' , 

I invite your attention to tbl' suggestions on this sul,je<'l, i\nd on otlw:-" 
Gonnected with his department, in the report of the Sendi,f)' 01 \\';,/'. 

The appropriations for the support of the arill:Y, cl'uring tlit' ('UI'I (Ilt fisc.,] 
year ending 30th June next, were reduced tar 'belo\\' the estimatl' ~llll\nitk .. J 

by the department. The consequen,'(' of this' reductioll is " tOIl~id(,l'alJh' 
deficiency, to which I invite your ('ad}, attentiOl), 

The expenditures of th~lt dcpartm(>nt, for tilt' " .. ill" \.'ntiing :30tll J lim' );!st, 
were $!:l,060,26S.58. The estimates for the \('ar I'O;llllll'Ji(iIW 1st July 
next, and ending June :30, lA-53, are ~:i7 ,~!I~,77;'i.H:l :fYI1nwill~ ;~ I'l'rlueti()~ 
of $1,161,49~!.75. , ' 

The hoard of commissiol1C'rs, to whom tile lI1'IIJa~' 1)1 "l of' the" .1:Lli,;. 0: 

the military asylum, crent('(l by the act of :3,1 March la,,[, was «ntruste 1. 

have selected a site for the establi"hment of an as\ hlln in tIl!' yicinity (it 

this city, which has "een approved by Illl', subject t;. 'th .. I'lfJ'l<ldion ;,f " 
satisfactory title. " : . 

The report of the Secretary of the Nilv)' will exhihit thc'l'ollditiu,n (,I' 
the public service under th~ supervision of that Dejlfll'hlll'nt. Oll!' lIa \ a~ 
force afloat during the present year, has heell al'tivt'ly and ll,~t'{llll)" ullploye{i 
in giving protection to our widely-extended and incr"asiIJ:':' eOlllmel'Cl' and 
interests in the various quarters of the globe, and our flag- hn;. I'H'l'y\\·here 
afforded the security and received the respect inspired loy tht' .i l1~li('(' ar.I! 
liberality of our intercourse, and the dignity and powe!' nt' il", lJation, 

The expedition commander! by Lieut. De Hawn, Ik';jJ<ltt'lll'd in M'an:;' 

of the British commander, Sir John Franklin, and Ilis companions in th~ 
Arctic Seas, returned to New York i!l tlI(> month oj' O(tolwl', after hayill~' 
und.ergone gl'eat, peril and suffering fr~m an llll~nown and tlan!5{;rous na~'!
gahon and the ngours of a northern eillnatp, Without ;til)' satisfactory If;: 

formation of the objects of their ~('art'lt. hilt with Ill'W ('()lltl'ibutiollS ~t, 
sc.ience and navigation from the unii-equenteJ !lolal' 1(':: iUlls, Ti,L officer;, 
and men of the expedition having been all volunteers lor this sen icc, and 
having so conducted it as to meet the entire approbatio~ of the Govern~ 
ment, it is suggested, as an act of grace and generosity, that thesam~ 
allowances of extra pay and emoluments be extended to them that wer'~ 
made to the officers and men of like rating in the late exploring expedition 
to the South Seas. 

I earnestly recommend to your attention the necessity of l'C.organizing 
the naval estahlishment, apportioning and fixing the num~er of officers in 
each grade, providing some mode of promotion to the higher grades of the ' 



1:'\\)', hari/ll!; rt'inl'IHI' to merit a:,d y~q~al'it,Y, rather than ,seni?rity or date 
of entry illln tLl' ~crYi('l', and for retInng trolll the eiiectlYe list upon re
(hll;cd l~ay thi)~" \\'ho may be incompetent ~o, the p~rfol'~nance 01: active d~ty. 
,\ ~ a tnC<lsure of ('('/lHml1)', a~ well as of effiCiency In thIs arm of the serHce, 
h., 1'1'0' i:,ioll lal;t lIIentioned is eminently worthy of your consideration. 

Tfll' 1/.:(, ,'lllinatioTl of the question:, of l'l'latiH~ rank betwt?l'n til(' S('il offi
cers ,n.d cj\ il ntti!'l'r~ of the na\'y, find hchl'c'l'fl offieers of the army and 
I~'~\Y, ill th(, \~rious grades. of e,lc11, will also "lE'rit.ronr attention. ',Th~ 
bl!I'!n' tn prondl' illi) substitute, ",hell corp61'al pUl1lshment \i'a~ abohshen 
h;r nJl'l'nces ill tht: 11,,',,\ , has occasioned the ('oJlYening of numerous courts
lll<ll'tialllpon lh' arril<li of vessels ill port,awl it is IJelieyeJ to hare had an 
in.i::l'ious c!rect i:pon the discipline and efficiency of the :-.ellice. To mode
I ;1((' I d,nish!l1Cllt li'om 1l11t' grade to anotl:~r is mllong the humane reforllls of 
tlw ;Il;l': hut to .. ltolish Olle of sen'rit,\', -\,'hich applied so generally to ol~ 
li'I')"" OIl ship-il""r:!, and provide llotllilJl!,' in its stead, is to suppose a pro
~I'(':'S of iillprOll'lnent ill ('Icry illdi, !dl!di among seamen i,hidl is not as
;'UlIlI'd hy ILl' Il'c;islatlll'l' in l'l"p,'d 1'> any other cLlss of m('ll. It is hoped 
th ... ! ('01 I l!,'J'es-.: , ill the illilpll' opportullityafforded by the present session, 
will thor(;Il~lJly i:J' ,"t!~lte this ilDportal!t :--u"jt'd, and e:-tablish'such wode;, 
Ilf determining guilt. ,llJd such gradations (If pun.i;;hmellt, ,(S are consistent 
\,.iell ltlllilil!lity iUJd t!;r,· personal rights of il!di\idualo-, and at the same time 
"hali ill',:ln' tlit' 1Il0st l'il('rgl'li(' ilnd dlilit'llt lwrlonnance (It' duty and the 
>11]lpJ'I'ssioli of nillll' i:: our ships of war. 

Tht, stODI:' dock ill tLl' na,v), yard at New York, which \1'<1:-; ten ye,lrs in 
\,I'II"'>S of '_'llll:,tl'l:l'1i"II, has he en M) fill' fi:!i~I:.'d as to be surrendered up to 
titt: "Ilthorities of the yard. Thc dry dock at Philadelphia is reported as 
,'Olllll]r /i'd. and is c:;pl'ded soon til ue te:-ted and delin'red o\'er to the 
,1\.:'-'111 ~ of the (; 1lIl'1'IIi !ll'llt. That at Portsmouth, N t'W fLlIllpshire, is also 
lIt'arly I','"d) ttl!' deli,'cry: alHI a contrad has ueell ('oncluilerl, agreeably to 
t Ill' ad of ('ortl,;:I'l"S d its last sl'~sil'lI, for a tloatiug seetiollal dock on' the 
h:l)' of San FnllH'isco. I invite your attelltion to the recr.ullnentlation of 
till' Dep,lrtl!Jf'nt touching the l stabJishlJl'~llt of a nayy yard in ('onjunction 
with this dock on the Pardi'.'. Stich a ~t"tioll is !tio'hly necessary to tL' 
r'olJHnil'nce !1Ilt! l'lTectiYeness of OUI' :ltd ill tl1<lt oee'~l, 'whit:h must be t'X
jll'('f,'d to ilH'J'1 ;IS,_' with the growth "I eOrlllnel'l"t' and the rapid extension I,r 
OUI' whale fi:-1Jl'li,;.; OYer its watns. 

The Naval Academy at Aunapolis, under a I't:yised and improved syStem 
of regulations, tlllW affords opportullitil:-; of eliucatioll and instruct~on h 
the pupils quite equal, it is belie.\cd, Lll' professional improvement. to those 
enjoyed II: the cadet~ in the Military ~\l:'lllt'llI.". A large class' of acting 
llIid~hipm('n was receIvcu at the COllllllCllcelllellt of the last aeademic term 
,lIlel a pl:actice-ship ,has bee.n at.tacht'll to th~ institution, to afford the amplest 
11l,',lllS for regular IIlstruct!OIl III s(;:'amanshll), as well as for cruises dUl"in~ 
tlH' \"aeations of thrce 01' fOllf months in each year. ' 

~l'l?e ad,:antages of scien~c in m~utical attui.rs ha\'e rarely, been more 
l'tnkmgly Illustrated, than III the h~ct ~tated III the report of the Navy 
Department, t~lat, uy means of the wl,nd u!ld Current ("harts, pl'Ojected and 
prepared by Lleutenant Maury, the Sup{'rmtendent of the NavalObserya
tory, the passage from the Atlantic to the Pa(,ific ports of our country has 
heen shortened by about forty days. , I, . 

Tht' estimates for the support of the navy and marine corps, the ensuing 
~, 

- ~ f.',r) 
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i'lscal y~ar, ~!U be-~uulld to be ~;J,~;)(i,-li:2,l\), the e~tiln<lj", fol' til(' ClllTf'lIt 

year bem~ ~0,900,6:2L. 
The c,~imates 101' spf't'i;d ohjf'tts under the control of thi, df~pal'tllH'llt, 

amount to. ~2,(jt)-t,:!:2().i"\!J, against :::;2,:.?I!l,qKO tor the pl'(;;,'nt 1(':11', till' 
ncrease belO~ occaslOn:(1 by the additional mail sen-ire on tlli' Pal';fil' ,'();;'I, 

and the ,'0n"trHctl< II I 01 the cluck in CalifOrnia, authorized ill tlw last ~I',~if)ll 
of C?n~l'l's", alld some sli,gh,t additions und~r the hend of illlproY(,lIlt'),ls and 
repairs lJl navy yards, buIldJng'" and mflchll1l'ry, 

I rl,eem i~ of mueh imP?J'tanee to a just economy, and a conl','t III lfl f'1'

standmg' of ,na,val e:cpemhtllres, th(lt there :,bnu ld he an l'lIlil'(' sl'paratioll of 
the approprliltI.ons tOI' the support of the lJayn! sen-icE' 1)]'0]"1' from til"'" 
jUt" penn anent Improvements i1t na\'y yards and stfltiolL". allli li'om Ol'l'all 
st~am-mail sen-in', alld I)ti)('I' sl"'t'iai o"',iects assi!.!'lI,·d to the supen-isioH ot 
Hns Depm'tmeJl t. ' 

The rep~}J't ot: tit.> Postlllaster-General. 11I're\yith CO'lllllllllicaterl, jJl't';'(,III" 

an IHtt'restlilg- vIew ot the Pi'(lg'(('SS, operations, and condition of Ilis 1),

partment. 
_ -:it the close oj' tbe L"t fiscal year, the leng,th of mail rouks within till' 

Umted States was H)6,290 miles; the anJlual transfo)'tatioll thert'llil 
5:3,272,252 miles; and the annual cost of such transportation :::;:3,+21,7;)-1. 

The length of the foreign mail routes is estimated at 1ti,:3-W miles, anel 
the annual transportation thereon at 615,206 miles. The (lnnllal co_,,) of 
this,service is :j,;1,..t72,1f;7, of which ~H~,~1:37 is p(li(\ hy the post-Onit" 
Department, and $1,02:3,2;50 are paid through the Nay)' Department. 

The annual transportation within the United States (exrluding' till' St'I

vice in Californ:a and Oregon, which is now, for the first time, reported <lnd 
• embraced in the tabular statements of the DepartJnent) exceeds th<lt of tilt, 

preceding year 6,162,tl.5:) miles, (It an increased cost of ~;)17,1l0. 
The whole number of post-offices in the United States 011 the :Wlh da:, 

of June last· was 19,796. There were 1,698 post-offices ,'stablished, and 
256 discontinued, during the year. ' -

The gross reyenues of the Department for the fiscal ~'l'ar, inelurling tilt' 
appropriations for the franked matter of Congress, of the Departments, "iJd 
officers of Government, and excluding the foreign post;lgl'~, colleclt(1 fill', 
and payable to the British post-office, amounted to :'\i(i,727 .~I;(j.7~. 

The expenditures fol' the same period (excluding 820,;)~19.19, paid Ullrl"j" 

an award of the Auditor, in pursuance of a resolution of the last COll~J'{"'. 
for mail service on the Ohio and Mississippi rivers in 11'\:32 and I ~;~:l, awl till' 
amollnt paid to the British post-office for foreign postages collectt'd for 'l!H[ 
payable to that ofnce) amounted to $ti,024,.566.79; lea \'ing a halann' ot 
revenue over the proper expenditures of the year of $703,2!:H):9U. 

The receipts for postages durinO' the year (excluding the foreIgn P(:~.\"~t., 
c.ollected for and payable to the British post-office) amounted to :'tib"J l,t,-
747,21, being an increase of $997,610.79, or 1~i6or,ij per cent. 0\1'1' the 
like receipts for the preceding year. . . _ 

The reduction of postage under the act ot :'Ilarch last, lhd not take {'f
iect uptil the commencement of the present fiscal year. Th~ accounts fnr 
the first quarter, under the operation of the reduced rates, wIll.not lJe set
tl_ed before January next; and no reliable estimate of the receIpts f?l' tilt' 
present year can yet be made. It is he!iend, howewr, that they Will fall 
far sh9rt of those of' the last yea!'. The surplus. o~ th~ rpvenues now Oil 

hand is, ho-"Never, so-large, that lIO further appropnatlOn from the Treasur,' • 
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in aid of the fCH'nuC's of the Department, is required for the current fiscal 
"car; but an additional appropriation for the year ending Jane 30, 1853, 
will probahly he fiHlnd iWI'l'~sary when the receipts of the fitst two quarters 
of the ti.scal \ ('<I r are fully aseertainef,1. 

1.11 hi" last ',wnlt;d J epo;'t, thc Po,tlllaster"General .recommended a ~uc
lioll or pO~[;I!2;e to raks which he deemed as low aJ could be prudently 
;j(IOPld, unkss Congn:s~ was prepared to appropriate fr?lJl the 'freasur:» 
ti)r the support of the Department, a "um wore than eqUIvalent !o the mall 
,tf\'i('l'~ l":rfo),lIw(]lIY it for the GoyernmeJ:t. The recOlllInendatlOns of the 
1'( ... tllla~1 ('1'-( ;eueral, in respec.t to the letter postage, except on letters from 
'Lfltl to C,tiifornia and Oregon, wefC substantially adopted hy the last Con
c:'re~;~:, 1/ (' l'()\\' reeOlJ1mends aclherence to the present letter rates, and ad
vi~,'s a~;lill:'1 a furtbel reduction until justified hy the revenue of the De
partrnen; , 

He abll rH'OInfllt'Jlds that tl](' rak~ of postage on printl:'d matter be so re
\j,'(?d 't.' 1(1 n'tl(!t'r them more simple and more uniform in their operation 
"POll all cl;c~.",,, of printed matter, I submit the recomlIlPndation..<; of the rc-
l,nrt til :' ollr l~iY()rahle l'IITi"ideratioll, , 

TIlt' pllbli,' st;ctl!!"S of the enited Sialc's have now been accumulatmg 
1,,1' Ilion' th"d sixt .... )ear~, and, interspersed with printte acts, are scattered 
through JIlllJ1Crnu:;; \'olume,,;: and, from the cost of the whole, have become 
;dlJlost ilwITI"i Ide to the great mass of the community. They also exhibit 
ll\uc.li of tlH' iULllngn:ity and imperfectioll of hasty legislation. As it S(,(,IDS 

1(1 hc' n't'lIt'rally c"needed that tlWfl' is no "common law" of the United "" ' ~l,dl" to supply the defects of their legislation, it is most important that 
that kgislation ~It(,uld he as perti.'..t as possible, defining eyery power in
i ,'nded tll hi, COllferred, ner," erime illtellded to be made punishable, and 
prl':,niLinC,( tilt' i,unishment to be inflicted, In addition to some par~cular 
(,.'t" spoken (,;' Inon~ at lellf2;th, the whole criminal code is now lamentably 
,:,'i;~.,.ti\e. Some "tfencl';; are illtJ"rlectly described, and others are £'ntirely 
"lIlittnl, ~,(J that flagrant crimes W~ly be committl'd with imput;lity. The 
se.de of punishment is not in all c;).~('s ~raduated according to the degree 
ilwl nature of the (dcllce, and is often rendered more ullequal by the differ
ent mocks of imprisonment, or penitentiary confinement, in the different 
States . 

.\Iany law., of it permanent character have been introduced into appro
priation bills, and it is often difficult to determine whether the particular 
dause expires with the temporary act of which it is a part, or continues in 
foree. It has also frequently happened that enactments and pro,,~isions of 
law haye heen intwdueed into bills with the title or general subject of 
w~ieh they ha';(~. littll' or no eonnexion or relation. In this mode of legis
latIOn so mallY (:naetllients IHIH' been heaped upon each other, l\nd often "ita 
hilt little consideration, that, in many instances, it is difncult to search out 
and determine what i,,; the law. ' 

~'h~ Government III' the I ;nitld States is C'mphatieally a £!;(lvl'rru:lf'nt of 
wntten law~, TIll' stiltllt(,8 should, tht'rl'fore, as fal' as practicable, not only 
hI; lllaue .u;c:essible tn all, but ht, l'xpressed in language so plain and simple 
iI" ,to he un(lcrstoOl,1 by all, and arranged in such method as to give perspi
ClI,lty to ('wry sub.l(,~,t, Ma~1Y of the States have reyi...,,<,d their public acts 
With great alHl JllHllIiest h<'lleht; and 1 recommend that proyision ue made by 
!;i\\' for the appointlllcllt (If a commission to revise the public statutes of the 
I; nitl>tl St" trs, arranging tlj(~rn in order, su ppl ying deficiencies, correcting iil-
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~ongr~ities, simplifying their language, and reporting them to ConCTress for 
lts actIon. '" 
, An act of Cong~ess approved ~Oth Septen:her, 1850, contained a provi

sion for the f'xtenS¥ln. of the CapItol, a~cordmg to such plan as might be 
approved by the President, and appropriated one hundred thousand dollars 
to be expended under his directi.o~, by such ~rchitect as he shouhl appoint 
to. execute ~he same. <?n exa~:llmllg the vanous plans which had heen suh
m!tted by different architects, ill pur<;llance of an advertisement hy a COll

Imttee of the Senate, no ~ne was found !o be entirely satisfactory, and it 
was therefore deemed adnsable to comiline and adopt the adv<JlltflCTcS of 
'ieveral. 0 

The great" object to be accomplished was to make such an addition as 
would afford ample and convenient halls for the deliberations of the two 
Houses of Congress, with sufficient accommodations for spectators, and 
suitable apartments for the committees and ofiicers of the two branches of 
the Legislature. It was also desirable not to mar the harmony and beauty 
of the present structure, which, as a ~pl'('impn of architertuH', is so univer
sally. admirpd: Keeping these objects in Yie,,:. ~ concluded to make the 
addltIon by wmgs, detached from the present bUlldmg, yet connected with 
it by corridors. This mode of en!argclIl('nt will lea vee ihp present Capito! 
uninjured, and afford great advantages for ventilation and the admission of 
light, and will enable the work to progn.>ss without intprrupting the delibe
rations of Congl·ess. To carry this plan into effect 1 have appointed an 
,"xperienced and competent architect. The corner-stone wa,,, laid on the ·Hh 
.iay of July la~t with suitable ceremonies. since which time the work ha..'i 
ad\-anced with commendable rapidity, and the foundatjon~ of both win~.'i 
are now nearly complete. 

I again commend to your t:lvorable regard the intf're~ts of the District or 
Columbia, and deem it only necessary to remiml ) 01.1, that although its 
inhabitants haye no voice in the choic .. of repw,entatiH','l in Congress, they 
are not the less entitled to a just anri liberal consideration in your leg~<;
lation. My opinions on this subj('ct wpre more fully expresspd in my last 
annual communication. 

Other subjects were brought to the attpntion of Congress in my last 
,&nnual IilpssaO'e, to which I would respectfully rpfpr. But there was one 
!)f more than ~rdinary interest, to which I again invite your special atten
tion. I allude to the recommendation for the appointment of a commission 
t.o settle private claims against the United States. Justice to individuals, 
as well as to the Government, imperatively demands that some more conve
nient and expeditious mode than an appeal to Congress should be adopted. 

It is deeply to be regrette(l that in sPH'ral in~tances offic(:r~ o~' .the GO\-
ernment, in attempting to execute the law for the rt·turn of fuglhns froo\ 
-labor, have been openly resisted, and thpir efforts frustrated and defeated 
by lawless and violent ·mobs j tlia t in 01le case such resistance resulted 1.1 

the death of an estimable citizen, and in others, serious injury ensued t,) 
those officers and to individuals who were using their endeavors to sustai:t 
the laws. Prosecutions haye heen instituted against the alleged offenders. 
so far as they could be identified, and are still pending. I have regarded 
it as my £lut)', in these cases, to give all aid legally 111 "my power to the 
enforcement of the laws, and I shall continue to do so wherever and wheR
,~~er their execution may be resisted. 
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The act of Concrress for (h' return of fugitiyes from labor is one required 
rdlll demanded by b the l'~q)ress words of t11(' Constitution.. . 

The constitution declares ,- That no person held to serYlce or labor 111 , . 
(,;e State, under the LI\YS thereof, escaping into another. shall, 111 ~onse
l,dl'IKC of any law or regulation therein, be discharged ii'om such serVlte.ol' 
'"bor but shall be delivered up on claim of1.he party to whom -such sernce 
or labor inay be due." This constitutional provision is equally obligatory 
lipan the legislatin>, the ('X("·.ll( in', amI judieial departments of the GOH:'I'n-
"Wilt, and upon E,yery citizen of the Unite~ St~tes. . 

COIl!!:r('~s, IlO'wenT, must, from necessIty, tir~t act upon tIle su.bJec~, by 
J,j't~o'l'ihin~ the proceedings necessary :0 ascertar~ that the }Jf'r~:on IS a !Ug~-
:; n', and the means to be usc(l for Ius. restoratIOn to the clannant. ThIS 
-;;as done by an act passed (luring the first teIm of PI:esidenl W ash~ngton,. 
Khich was amelldf'd by that enacted hy the last Congress, and It now 
remains for the executive and judicial departments to take c'~le ~hat ~hese 
~"\Ys be faithfully ('xecuted. This injullction of the conStitutIOn IS as 
j.eremptory and ~s binding as any other; it stands exactly on .the same 
~(JUndation as that clause which provides for the return of fugitives from 
jl!.;;ticl', OJ' that ,yhich dc('lal't,S that no bill of attainder, or c:r post facto 
l?_W "h,:11 he p,'~spd, or that which 11i'oyides for an equality of taxation 
'lccording to tIll' ('eIlSuS, or the clause dedaring that all duties shall be 
,miform throughout the United States, or thE' important prO\ ision, that the 
'ri"l of all crimes shall be by jury. These sewral articles and clauses of 
the constitution, all resting 011 the same authority, must stanel or fall 
·og:dher. Some objections have been urged ~gainst the details of the act 
ior the return of fugitives from labor.; buLit is worthy of remark, that t4e 
main opposition is aimed against the constifution itselt~ an(l proceeds from. 
persons, and classes (If persons, mallY of whom dE'elarE' tiH·ir wish to see 
that constitution oyerturned. They ayow their hostility to auy law which 
shall give full and practical effect to this requirement of the constitution. 
Fortunately, the number of these persons is comparatively small, and is 
believed to be daily {liminishing, but the issue which they present is one 
-.vhich invoh-es the supremacy, and e\"en the existence of the constitution. 

Cases haw herctofOie arisen in which ill(lividuals have (lenied the bindino
authority of acts of Congress, and even States have proposed to nullify such 
."ids upon the ground that the Constitution was the supreme law of the 
land, and that those .acts of Congress were repugnant to that instrument; 
~mt nu.nificati~n is now aim~d, .not so muc.h against part!clll.ar 1.'l\vs as being 
mConslstent wlth the ConstItutIon, as agamst the ConstItutIOn Itself; and it 
is not to be dis!!:uised that a spirit exists, and has been actively at work to· 
rend asunder this Union, which is our cherished inheritance from our revolu-
1ionary father:-. 

In my last anllual message 1 stated that I consi(lered the series of meas
mes, which had bem arlopted at the previous session, in refe-rence to the 
agitatio~ gro~i~g out of the territorial and slavery questions, as a final set
tJeI!lent 111 prmClple and substance of the (langerous and exciting subjects, 
whl?h they embraced; and I rec~)ln~nended adher~nce to the adjustment es
tabhshed ~y those measures, unt~l tIme and expenence should demonstrate 
the nece.sslty of further legislation to guard against evasion or abuse. I 
was not mduced to make thl5 l:ecoI?mendation because I thought. those meas
?re~ pel'fe~t,. for no human leglslatlO.n can be perfect. ,Wide tlifferences find 
Jarnng opmlOns can only be reconclled by yielding something on all sides,. 
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and this result had been reached after an Hligry conflict oj' mclny mOJJths, i'l 
which one part of the country wa,; HlTayed cwainst another, anrI yioleJ,r 
convulsion seemed to be imminent. Looking at the interests of the who],> 
country, I felt it to be my duty to seize upon this compromise as the 1,.,,1 
that could 'be obtained amid conflicting interests, anrIt(J insist upon it i,~ ;, 

final settlement. to he adhered to by all who yalue the peal'c and wei1~lre lIt 

the country. .l year has now elajl~ed since that re<.:ommenuation was mad.,. 
To that reeOlnmendation I still adhere, auri I congratulatt- yon and the 
country upon the general aecluiescence in these measures of peace which 
has been exhibited in all parts of the repuhlic. And not only is there this 
general acquiescence in these measures, but till' spirit of conciliation which 
has been manifested in regard to them in all parts of the country has )'1'

mOH'li doubt:< and uncertaintil's in the minds of thousands of good men CGIl

cerning the durability of our popular institutions, and giwl1 renewed as'~lI
ranee that our Liberty and our linion lIlay suhsist together for the benefit 
cf this and all ~ucl'eerliIlg: g:eneratioIJ~. 

i\ULLARD FILL:\IORF.. 
\V.-\SHl~GTU~, DCCI'1fIbu :!, It:;",J. 
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LIST OF PAPERS, 

"'1!(}~1 :I'~l~ D'i!:PA.RTML"lT OJ! STATE, ArCOMPANYI!liO THE M}!,':;AQX\OY TIn: 1'&R8IJ)MN1" ().I' 

"'lIE UNrrF;D Sl'ATFoR, "r 'rH.: OPENPW OF '\'HE TJHltT"-~':COl\lD CONGI~llSS. 

I'rt'sident'~ Proclamation upon the !;Ilbject of the apprehended inYaBion of 
Cuba, 5th April, 1851. 

Bond. 
Actinrr Secretary of State to Commodore Parker, ~3d August, 1851. '" . Commodore Parker to Mr. Webster, 6th Septemher, 18-51. 
The same to the same, 12th September, 18!)1. 
The same to the same, 25th September, 18·)1. . 
The sa.me to the same, 5th October, 1851. 
Mr. Ctl(It,'ron to the Acting Seen·tary of State, 26th August, 1851. 
.'\ctino· Secretary of State to the United States Attorney at New' Orleans, 

20th Augllst;1851. . 
Mr. Calderon to Acting Secretary of State, 2~)th August, 1851. 
Adin~' Secretary of State to Mr. Calderon, 30th August, 18.'i1. 
The same to the United States Attorney at Ncw Orleans, 1st September, 1851. 
MI'. Calderon to the Acting Secretary of State, 5th September, 1851. 
('eting District Attorney of the linitell States, at New Orleans, to Acting 

Seeretar)" of State, 25th September, 1851. 
Mr. Calderon to Acting Secretary of State, l-tth October, 1801. 
St'cretary of State to Mr. Calderon, 1:3th N ol"ember, 1851. 
Mr. Cal;leron to the Secretary of State, 1c lth Non~mber, IS;)l. 
{\cting Seeretal',Y of State to Mr. Calderon, 6th September, 1851. 
The same to the same, 30th September, 18,51. 
The same to Mr. Barringer, 6th Oeto\)er, 1:-;01. 
The Secretary of State to the same, 29th Octobf'!', 1851. 
The same to "the same, ;26tll November, 185l. 

Intel'l'entio1t of France and England. 
Mt'morandum of a conversation between the Acting Secretary of State and 

the Charge d' Affaires of Great Britain. 
Mr. Crampton to Mr. 'Webster, 12th November, 1851. 
Mr. Crittenden to M. de Sartiges, 22<1 Octoher, 1831, 
M. de Sartiges to Mr. Crittenden, 27th October, 185J. 
Mr. \Yebster to 1\1. de Sartiges, 18th Noyember, 1851. 

President's Proclamation re\atiye to the insurrection in the Mexican state 
of Tamaulipils. ' 

Commercial intuc,)Ilrse between the United States a-nd the British North 
American Prot·inces. 

:Sir H, L. Bulwer to Mr. 'Webstcr, March, IH51, 
MI'. Derrick to Sir H. L. Bulwer, 29th 1\larch, 1~.)L 
Si ,. H. L. Bulwer to MI'. Webster. :14th J lIllt', IH.51. 

Oregon Boundary. 

MI'. Crampton to Mr. Buchanan, 13th .January. 184H. 
MI'. Clayton to Mr. Crampton, ~~5th October, 184!:J. 



27 [ 1 ] 

BY TITE PI~ESIDENT O~' TIlE UNITED STAT.E3, 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas, ther~ is reaso.n to believe ~hat. a mi.litary ~xpedition is about 
l.o be fitted out, In the Umted States, with Intru1ion to mvade the island of 
Cuba, a colony of Spain, with which this country is at peace: and whereas 
it is. believed that this expedition is instigated' and set on foot chiefly by 
i?relgners, ,,:"ho dare. to mak~ our shores the scene of their guilty and hos
hIe preparatIOns agaInst a friendly power; and s(-ek, by falsehood and mis-

'representations, to seduce our own citizens, especially the young and incon
siderate, into their wicked schemes,-an ungntteful return for the benefits 
t:onferred upon them by this people in permitting them to make our coun
try an asylum from,oppression-and in flagrant abuse of the hospitality thus 
,,'xtended to them. 

And whereas, such expeditions can only be regarded itS ;"lventures tor 
plunder and robbery, and must meet the condemnation of the civilized 
world, whilst they are derogatory to the character of our country-in \'io
lation of the laws of natiolt,-aml expressly prohibited hy our own, our 
~tatutes declare, "that if any per~on shall, within tLl' territory or jurislh:
tion of the United States, begin or sd on foot, or provide or prepare tl,(
means for any 'military expedition or ellterprise, to be carried on from thence 
;]O'ainst the territory or dominions of any Joreign prince or state, 01" of any 
,:~lony, distriCt, or people, with WhOUl the United States are at peaCt', every 
person so offending shall be deemed guilty of a high mis(lemeanor, awl 
.. hall be fined not exceeding three thousand dollars, and imprisoned not more 
than three years." 

Now, therefore, I have issued this my proclamation, warning all person£ 
who shall connect themselves with any such enterprise or ("xpetiition, in vio
lation of our laws and national obligations, that they will therell)' subjed 
themselves to the heavy penalties denounced against sueh offences, and will 
forfeit their claim to the protection of this Govemmt:'nt or any interference 
in their behalf, no matter to what extremities they may be reduced in C011-

sequence of their iIleg~1 conduct. ~nd therefore I exhort ~ll good, citizens: 
itS they regard our nahonal reputation, as t?ey respect theIr own taws ana 
the laws of nations, as they Yallle the bleSSings of peace and the welfare of 
their country, to discountenance, and! by all la~fll! meallS, prev~n~ any s1.!c.h 
t'llterprise; and I call upon every officer of ~~IS (~o\'ernment? clnl or uuh
t.ary, to use all efforts in his power to arrest, lor tnal and pUnIshment, e\-ery 
i'uch offender against the laws of the eountry. .. 

Given under my hand, the twenty-fifth da.\ of Apnl, III the year of OUi' 

Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, and the sercnty-fifth of the 
independence of the United States, 

i\JlLLARD FILLMORF.. 
By the Pre;-;ident : 

W. S. DERRICK, 

/lcting SecretaT,1J n./ S(rtte. 
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ffi<!,OOO. ])QND. .Yo. --

Be it knm..-J1 to all iilC!J, that I, Gcneral i'i'arciso L(II'('Z, Chief of the 
"Patriotic Junta for the promotion of the political int,crests of Cuba," 
(~talJlished in the United States of North J meril:a, and the contemplated 
head of Provisional GOVl'l'nTJIl'nt and comrnal1fler-in-l:hicfof the revo
lutionary mOH'nH'ht: auout to be now undertaken through my ag<>ncy and 
IPrrnissive authority, for the liheration of the people of Cuba from the, 
tyranny and oppression to whieh they are now subject uy l.he power. of 
Spain, and to be pros('cllted by me till super~etled by iI superIor <>xecut!ve 
ptficer, or such form of gonrnment and authority as the people by their 
! :-I'C will and choice shall prcscrilw, do, by the'w presl'nt~, to subserve the 
"ause amI ohject afon·",id, lnake and execute this nbligiltion. on behalf of 
the people of Cuba, l,y whatenr dt'signation of nationality or i'crm of body 
politic they shall lwrl'aftl'r a,SUIII!', to wit: 

I do, by these presl'l1ts, for and on behalf of the' sail] peopl,' of Cuba, and 
their SUl'cessors ill governlllent [oren-!", and f()l' value reeein,d, promise to 
I'd} to -- ---, 01' bcarer, in equal annual instalments, at one, two, 
three, four, and fiV(' yc"r~. the ~Ulll of Two Thousand Dollars, with six: per 
I'ent. interest from date, payable rat ('ably on each allnual instalment until 
hoth principal and interest bE' fully paid and di~('harge.l. Alid I, the said 
General Narciso Lopez, in yirtue of the authority an~1 for the rromotion of 
i he object afi)resaid, do hy these presents pledge to the said -- ---, 01' 

hearer, the public lands and public property of Cuha, of \\"b,:tever kind, and 
ihe fiscal resources of the people and government of Cuba, from whatever 
'foUrel' to be derin'd; and do furthcr pledge the good faith "I' the people 
and GOYernment of ('uba, in perpetuity, for the faithful and complete .Iis
,harge of this obligation. 

In testimony whereof, I, the said General Narci~() Lopez. do hereto affix 
my signature and seal of the said Provisional GOYernment, which is further 
witnessed hy Ambrosio JOSt' Gonzales and JOSI' ~Iaria Sanchez Yznaga, 
Illl'mbers of said" Patriotic Junta," and the Hon. C'otesworth Pinckl~ey 
~mith, Judge of tlw Supremc Court of Errors and Appeals of the State of 
Mississippi. 

This done and ,'xl'cuted in the city of New Orlf'ans ami State of Louisi
ana, one ?f the United Stat('s of North America, 011 this :10th day of April, 
A. D. H3:)O. 

J. SANCHE;: YZ~AG.~. 
AMBROSIO JOSE GONZ.\LEs. 

C. P. S:I[ITIl. . 

$2,000. 

NARCISO LOPEZ. 

.Ur. Durick to Commodore Parke·,.. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 

TVasMngton, 23d .'1ugud, 1&51. 
, ~IR: This Department has bf'en officially informed by the Consul of the 

llmted States at Havana, that fifty persons taken from boats off the coast 
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·01' Cuba, were broug~lt to ~hat city on the night of the I'Jlh instant, and 
were the next !nol'lnng tflled and shot. Information deriv{'d from othf'r 
sources remler, It probable that many of them were citizens ()f tlle Vnitu! 
States. This ~s sufficient to warr~nt and require an immediatt' inquiry int .. 
the facts ~nrl clrc.lllllstances attendlllg.so summary and sanguinary a punish
ment. '.!-'ne President consequ('lltiy dlrcd:-; thRt YOll will proct'cd at onCe t" 
Hav~na m th~ Yessc~ und~r your comm:ll1t1 .. On arriving there, you will 
·obtalll an audiellce 01 the (xoycrnor and Cal'talll-General of Cuba and will 
then express to him the regret of the President that tbe persons r~ferred to 
should h~ve been d.e~'lJ1l'd guilty of an o~ence requi,:in~, in the judgmEnt o~ 
the Spamsh authorIties, so sen:re a pUlllslllllt'lIt. \ O\l \rill also intorm hin. 
that it is expected, that, if,eitizen~ of the United St~ltf'S were illllOllg, till' p~r
sons shot, the offence with which ther were cJ1ar~f:d \,-as satJ'iactonh 
proyed. You will accordillgly request of him a COP)'=" of the PClJ1'('edinO's (;, 
the Court which selltenced the prisoners. It is prf'~llInl'd th,i1 tbose "',)ro
eeedings will show the Ilames of the accLlsed; tJa. C'ountri\'~ where they 
were born or to which thl') owed allegiallcl'; the pc~ition of the boats ,.~ 
the time when they were captured; tllt course tlwy wer(' taking, alJli 
whether the persons on hoard of them \\'fTe armed. lt~ howen'l', tlie:-.t' 
facts should not be stated, or if you should not obtain a copy of the j'rr •. 
reedings, you will (,lldeaYol' to ascertain the same facts from other sources. 

Mr. Owen aisu apprizes t11(' Departllll'jit that the L:nill'd Sl<des Mail 
Steamer F,t!cr,ll, Lieutenant Rogers com\ll;lmling, W"S s('\('ral timfs Jired 
over by a Spani~lt stf'amer and uoarded on her last yoyag·" ij'om I IIagrfs to 
Havana. Althougll the {';Iptain-General expressed n·grct tilr tllis Ol'('ur

rence and promi.'l'd that it should- not he l'I'jJt',lted, it seems somt-,Y!lat doubt
fLlI whether the captain of the stt'amer was or was not 011<': ill~ the ord .. !'s 
of some superior officer ill the course which he pursued, Yuu "will t'ndt'Ll' (II 
to ascertaill the truth in relation to thi,.;;, and also whether or llf,t I he flag of 
the Falcon was hoisted at the time the firillg took place. . 

You will assur~ the Captain-General that everythinv; within tlIe 1'/J\\tT of 
this Government has been and \yill eontinUt' to be done, towards dj .. a~lwrging
the obligations of the Fnited States to Spain. You will also assure him, 
that if, hereafter, unhappily, eitizells of the Vnited SUItt'S ~llOllld be so for
getful of their obligat~ons of .o~ed.ienee to Ihe laws of~ theIr .own ('O\~n~ry, 
and of regard to the rIghts of Spam, ~s to be engaged m .1lOslile expedltJo~s 
aO'ainst the island of Cuba, the PreSIdent earnestly deSires that they wIll 
n~t be punished except upon the clearest proofS of ,guilt ,:ml ~vitllOut an. o.b
vious necessity. A contrary course on the part of the Spamsh authonhes 
will be sure to increase the difficulties in the performilnce of the duties of 
the United States as a friendly neutral power, and might render the dis-
charge of those duties. impracticable., _ 

This Department wIll expect to receive from you a full report upon the 
subjects of this instruction. . 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedIent servant, 
W. S. DERRICK, 

.llcting Secretary. 
To Commodore FOXHALL A. PARKER, &c., &c. 
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Ccm7twdore Parker to JrJr. Webster. 

U. S. FLAG-SHIP SARANAC, 

Havana, Sept. 6, 185l. 
SIR: 1 have the honor to report, that, in obedience to the instructions 

c,f the President, contained in your letter of the 23d ultimo, I got under 
wticrh from Norfolk, and arrived at this port on the morning of the 4th inst. 

Iimmedi •• tcly addressed a note to the Captain-General, requesting an in
~erview with him, at his earliest convenience; to which he promptly replied, 
and fixed the hour for the interriew at half-past seven o'clock en that 
!'vcning. I called on him at that hour, and the following is a synopsis of 
the information which I obtOlined from him in relation to the various subject~ 
alluded to in your instructions. 

He regretted the necessity of executing the prisoners captured in tht' 
boats on the Cayes of the Island, but deemed it all act of necessary seyerity 
in the circumstances, and he felt it to be his duty to make an example of 
them, in order to deter others from making a similar attempt. 

He stated that he considered them as pirates, and that they had been so 
denounced in the proclamation of the President of the United States. That 
they were tried in a summary manner, and" full proof made of their guilt," 
and of their participation in the invasion of the island by Lopez. He did 
not consider himself at liberty to furnish me with the proceedings on the 
trial, but would send them to his own government, and to the Spanish Min
ister at'\Vashington, who would do whatever was right ill the matter, on 
the call of the Governmf'Dt of the United States. 

The execution was delayed from half-past seven o'clock, A. M., to eleven, 
ill order to ~ivc the prisoners all opportunity of writing to their friends, 
during which l't'l'iod they made the dedaration that they constituted a part 
of the forces of Lopez. These particulars, he stated, were given for my per
sonal satisfaction, inasmuch as he was not invested with diplomatic powers; 
-but referrell our Goycrnment to the Spanish Minister at Washington. in 
whom uiplomatic powers were vested by her Majesty's Government. 

As to citizenship, he said that a majority of them claimed to be citizen..~ 
of the United States; but they were from various countries, and that it 
was of no consequence to what nation they had belonged, as they were 
captured in the waters of Cuba, with arms in their hands, endeavoring to 
escape in boats from an expedition in which they had engaged against the 
island of Cuba. 

In relation to such persons as may be hereafter captured, and who are 
not embraced in his recent proclamation giving security of life to such as 
deliver them,dYes up to the authorities, the Captain-General declares that 
he will be compellerl, however reluctantly, to deal with them in accordance 
with his instruction, which are in accordance with the laws of his own and 
all other countries in relation to pirate~. 

As to the matter of the steamer" Falcon," he would repeat what he had 
said to the American Consul (who was then present) that, in the present 
condition of the island, a Spanish cruizer has a right to ascertain the char
acter of merchant vessels ill the waters of Spain; that one expedition had 
already la!lfled ft:om a steamer, and that reinforcements were daily expected. 
The Spamsh crUlzer had fired three unshotted guns to leeward to show the 
friendly character of the vessel of war, of which no notice was taken by the 
" Falcon," and that the firing of the shotted guns was rendered neces!Jary 
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f)Y the cour~ pursued by the "Falcon." The General of Marine was or: 
board, and It was to be presumed that the shot was fired hy his order. lie 
declared that he had requested Mr. Roo"Crs, the commander of the" FalcDn.·' 
to call 011 him and gi ve him a correct statemmt of this affair, but that Iw 

.' had not done so. He expressed some surprise that Lieutenant Rogers di.! 
1I0t come to at once, as the man-of-war was only doing what, by t!:e !?'w-: 
of nations, she clearly had a right to do. 

On the day s~cceeding.th~s intervi.e:v, f adur.essed a note to the Capt(Jin-' 
:, Gene:al reque~h.ng permiSSIOn to V~Slt the p;lsoners now confined by thl-', 

. Spamsh authontIes, In answer to wellch 1 reeelv('d a communication whieh. 
":Vith my letter, I herewith enclose. 
" From the best inform~tion I can obtain, the boats containing the fifty men 
who were executed, were on the Cayes very near the shore of the main 
}aDd. It appears to haye been the purpose of this detachment, in the des
perate condition to which they were reduced, to put to sea in the hOl~ ni 
being picked up by some friendly vessel. 

On the morning of the 4th inst., 1 communicated off the Moro Castle -" .. ith 
the" Albany," Commander Platt, and ascel'tainetl from him that the Cap
iain-General had released William Scott Haynes, (of Tennessee,) one of HI<' 
leaders of the expedition, and James A. Kelly, of New Orleans, formerly of 
Bayou Sara, a captain in the same. 

They were also provided with a suit of clothes and sixty dollars {'il<:h UI 
meney. They are now on board the American ship" Norma" in the hal
bor, to sail to-morrow for New York. At the solicitation of Commander 
Platt, a young man (whose Ilame J did not learn) from Albany, New York, 
was rel~ased, and is now on board the" Alb!lny." 

Yesterday a young man named Henry Sandfonl or Summers, formerly iI 

captain, I hear, of one of the steamboats on Red rin·r, was liberated, aJl(I 
sailed to-day for New Orleans. 

I have not, as yet, been able to obtain the names of those confined htre, 
or of those shot, but shall use every exertion to do so as soon as possi ble. 

I was informed this morning by the Captain-General, that all of the party 
have been captured. He also informed me that those confined here would 
embark on Monday next for Spain. . 

I~ast evening I received a communication ~rom th? CaI~talll-Genf:r<lI, 
statmg that, from the passengers of a schooner Just arrJved tram New (~r
leans, he had learned that the steamer "Alabama" hac! been purchased 10! 

$40,000, in New Orleans, and was to leave with eight hundred armed men; 
and that the Pampero had left with hyo hundred. 

There is much excitement here, particularly among the C~talan pop~la
tion, in consequence of a number of Spaniards havi!lg been dn\'C~ from !tiel\' 
Orleans by the mob; but I hope it may pass olf wlthou~ any senous results. 
This morning news anived of the ill-treatment pi' Spamards at Key West, 
which has increased the excitement. 
, Any further information whieh I may he able to learn here will be imm(--

diately sent to the department. . 
I have the honor to be, sir, with l!reat respect, your obe(hent sen:mt, 

, ~ FOXHALL A. PARKER, 
Commandin:!: Home Squadron. 

The Hon. DANIEL WE1!STER, 

• Secretary of State, Washington. 
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('''Ii: 11/ ,!dorl' Parker to the Captain-General {if Cuba. 

IT. S. STEAM-FRIGATE SARANAC, 

Flog-ship U. S. Home Squadron, Harana, Sept. fI, 18:).1. 
E,CELLt:Yf SIl:: If it is not incoillpatible with the regulations which 

your Excdlcnc\ has estal!lished, in reo'ani to the prisoners now confined, 
:,:,d who Wt'rt' 'captured for unlawfulfv inyading this island, I should be 
ohlil!;('t/ to your Excellency for permission to visit those who call themselves 
{'itizens of the 1 ;lIitecl States. " 

Your EXI'l·lIew:y will at oncL' "ppITt'iate my motiycs in making this 
fl'ql!t'~t, '.dl<'11 I ild~ll'ln you it is with a \ il'W of makin!!,' a faithful report to 
my GOYCl'llIlWlIL , 

'Sl,ould this reclllest ue o,["lllkd, [ hI"" 1t'<tYL' that lilY IWI'Sonal staff b£> b ~ w 

i lIc1wleJ. 
f have the hOllor to he, with e;reat I'l·SPI'I't. yOlll' Excellency's obedient 

FOXHALL ~\. PARKER, 
('oIllJ/wlido'-in-chief 11/ lite F. S. Aaral forces 1'n the JI'>st Indies. 

'1'" his Excellency Senor Don JOSE DE LA CONCH.\, 

(,'aptaill-(;""II":"/ fllld (i"/'I'I'I/Ol' (!t' flu, !slolld I~t ('"lit!, ,s'c., ~·c., .$'C. 

H.\Y.\:,\A, Sept . .'i, 18:)1. 
\I \ D£.\R :-ill:: l have ren'in·d your letter of this day, asking permis

;,i'''l lor yourself, and the three otiicefs under your command, to visit thl' 
pri,oners who (~all themsdH's citizens of the Fnited States, if not contrary 
to the rules ordl'rt·d to be ohserved against said prisonE'rs, with a view, as 
Y"1j inform Illt', of making a truthful statement to your Government. 

I regret wry lIllii'll that it is not in my power to comply with your I'e
ljuest, inasllluch ii,' it is contrar)' to the rules ordered to be observed to
wards the prisoners oelonging to the expedition, which, without nationality 
Of known flag, has lately invaded this island; it is my pmpose, as I in
formed you at the interview which I had the pleasure of holdinrr with you 
last night, to puhlish an account of tiH'ir names and hirth-plil~es, in the 
official gazette of thi" Government. 

1 am, with {'\'('r" consideration, your attentive, faithful servant, wh() 
~.i,ses your hand, -

JOSE DE LA CONCHA. 
To FOXHALL A. PAllKICR. 

Commander-in c/n'f'i' If /"e .Natal jiwces of the U. S. 
hI, the Wl',~t Tnd1:~. 

" 
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C()1IlmOd01'e PFlrker to )iII', JVeb:;ter. 

li. S. FLAG-SHIP SAR'~NAC, 
Off HaMna, Sept. 12, 1.'-101. 

• SIR: Si:;ce my des~atch of the 6th instant, nothing of note has occurred . 
. The Captain-General Informs me that all the sunivors of the late illl"o:tding 
force have been captured. One hundred and thirty-fi\"e of the prisoners 
sailed on the 8th for Spain, in a Spanish Lnrque, co'nvoyerl hy a sloop-of-
war and steamer . 
.I ,!nde~stand twenty-five were left ill the hospital, and <l bout si~ teen <If(' 

.stlll In pnson, as there was not room for them in the transport. Two day:, 
b~fore 'the sailing of the prisoners, I was informed by 1\11'. Thra~,her im 
American gentleman resi(ling in Havana, that a collection had heen ~nde 
to. p,:ovide comforts for t hem on the passage to Spain, and he wishes per
miSSlOn to put them on board the barque; I waited on the Captain-General, 
who readily granted the desired permission. . 

The evening before the prisoners sailed, I requested our Consul, Mr. Owen, 
,to visit them (not being permitted to see them myself:) he did so, both at 
the prison aIHI hospital, and found them carefulh, cleanly dad, anti the 

:sick having proper medical attt'llJclllce. " 
I~ My mission here was known se\"eral days previolls to our arrival, anti I 
.haye reasons for believing that the course intended to Ite pursued by tht' 
-Captain-General in relation to it, decided on beforC' my arrival. ' 

I neglected to state, in my letter of the 6th, that at our first interview, 
the Captain-General stated distinctly, he could not enter into corn'spon

.dence with me in relation to the prisoners, as he was directed by his govern
ment not to do so, and that diplomati(' powers were lested alohe in thl' 
Spanish Minister at Washington. I cannot imagine why the Captain-Gen-

.-eral refused to permit me to see the prisoners, as Commander Platt, ollr 
CO:J.sul, and several other Americans had been allowed so rio so, unless it 
was to avoid all correspondence in ·relation to them. . 

I e~elose a copy of my note asking an interview with the Captain-General, 
with his reply, by which you will pel'cei\'e he declined recei,ing me as a 

'c(}mmissioner, on the ground that he had not been advised by his govern
ment of my coming in that capacity . 
. The Han. Secretary of the Navy says, in his instructions to me of the 

:23d ultimo, "With this, you will be put in possession of instructions from 
the Department of State, appointing you a special commissioner to commu
nicate on the subject therein mentioned, with the governor anll Captain
General of Cuba." Although the ;Department of State, in its instructicni' 

ito me, says nothing about a special commissioner, I concluded it was from 
inadvertence, and tberefore informed the Captain-General, in my note, that. 
I had been appointed hy the President of the United States. 

I have sought in vain for an American citizen who had heen an eye-wit
ness to the execution of the prisoners on the 16th ultimo. 

A great many· conflicting reports are in circulation, as regard., the mutila
tion of the bodies after death. 

*= * «= ~ *" :;.: :1>:, -t!o 

The Captain-Genera! promist'd that all tht' nalpes of tllt' 'prisoners ~houlol 
~be ptiblished in the official Gazette, with the places of tllt'Ir former <I bodes. 
!hirth, the State to which they belonged, &e., as far as could be ascertai?e:'
"'fhis had not been done yesterday when I left port, but I hope to grt It UI 

2~; 
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time for the steamer of the 17th, by which this will go. I 'fas informed by 
Col. Haynes (one of the released prisoners) that a correct muster-roll, giving
birth-place, residence, &c., ,of all the invad~ng force, wa~ taken and pla~ed 
in the hands of Lopez. It IS probably now m the possessIOn of the Captam
General, or some of the authorities at Havana. 

I have been put to great inconvenience, and perhaps gained less informa- . 
tion in regard to what is passing here, than I otherWIse should, from not 
ha~'ing an, interpreter., None of the officer~ of ,the "~aranac" spe~k or 
wnte Spamsh,' and the mterpreters to be obtamed In the CIty are not, In all 
cases, to be relied on. 

My opinion is, that the Creoles are not in a situation to throw off the 
Span'ish yoke, even if they wished it, and that no invading force cOining to
this island can expect aid from them. ~ 

The Captain-General and all the officers with whom I have had intercourse,. 
have been polite and courteous. 

The newspapers forwarded to the Department, were handed me by re
spectable American residents of Cuba, and may contain paragraphs of in
terest. .. ' ,('~:J1 

Mr. Van Vechten, the young man who was released at the solicitation of 
Commodore Platt, was put on board the steamer "Winfield Scott," on thf' 
8th instant, bound to New York. 

I am, sir, with the highest respect, your most obedient servant, 
FOXHALL A. PARKER, 

/fon. DANIEL WEBSTER, 
Commanding Home Squadron. 

Secretm'y of State, Waskington, D. C. 

Commodore Parker to the Captain-General of Cuba. 

U. S. STEAM-FRIGATE SARANAC, 
Flag-ship U. S. Horne Squadron, Havana, Sept. 4, 1851. 

EXCELLENT SIR: I have the honor to acquaint your Excellency that I have 
heen appointed by the President of the United States, a special commission
er in addition to my duties as commander-in-chief of the United States 
squadron on this station, to confer with you in relation to matters and to 
ascer~ain certain facts gr,owing out of the capture and execution: on the 
mormng of the 16th ultImo, by order of the authorities of the island of 
Cuba, ?~ about fifty me~, captured in b?,ats, some of whom, it is SupPQsed> 
\\:ere CItIzens o~ the Umted Stat~s. W III your Excellency be pleased to 
grl'e me an audIence at your earhest convenience. 

I ~ave the honor to be, with high consideration, your Excellency'S most . 
obHlient servant, 

FOXHALL A. PARKER, 
Commander-in-chief (If the U. S. JVaval Forces 

, . in the West Indies. 
HB Excellency Senor Don JOSE DE LA CONCHA, 

GovernGr and Captain-General of the island (If Cuqa, .s·c" ~c. 
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The Captain-General of Cub to Comm?dore Parker. 

HAVAXA, September -1, l~;)l. 
SIR: I have received your lordship's communication of this date announ

cing to me the special commission conferred upon you· by the Pr;sident of 
the United States, in addition to your_ office of commander-in-chief of the 
nav~l squadron in the station, and requesting me to appcint an hour to 
receIve you. 

As her Majesty's government have not informed me that you were about 
to present yourself in this city, with the character of an especial commis
sioner of the Sii. President of the United States, for the purpose you have 
expressed, only in the capacity of commander-in-chief of the nay~tl forces, 
shall I have the pleasure of receiving and holding a conference with you, at 
half-past seven of this evening, in my palace. ' 

I am, wit~ all consideration, your lordship's attentive am! obedient ser-
vant, that kIsses your hand, &c. 

JOSE DE LA CONCHA. 
FOXHALL A. PARKER, ESQ., Comm'lnder-in-Chie( 

of the Naval Forces of the United States ~'Il the Trest Indies. 

Commodore Parker to .111'. Webster. 

c. S. FLAG-SHIP SARA:-;AC, 

Havana, September 25, l~;jl. 
SIR: Since my despatch of the 12th instant, nothing of importance has 

occurrpd here. All is now quiet, and the excitement which existed against 
eitizens of the United States, by a portion of the inhabitants of this city, 
has subsided. 

I enclose a list of all the American prisoners which have been brought 
here since the 16th ultimo, furnished at my request, by the Captain-General, 
which, I presume, is correct. I also enclose a copy of my letter to the 
Captain-General, soliciting the release of the prisoners now here, with his 
answer. 

His excellency, Mr. J.,etcher, arrived here on the 20th instant, in the 
revenue cutter" Forward," and sailed yesterday morning for V era Cruz. 
On the 22d, Mr. Letcher had an intel'\'icw with the Captain-General. In 
the course of conversation respecting the reJease of the prisoners, (citizens 
of the Unitefl States,) the Cap:ain-General alluded to the ill-treatment 
the subjects of Spain had received, and the insults offered to the Spanish 
flag at New Orleans. Mr. Letcher remarked, ~hat it wos the act of a mob, 
and not the citizens of New Orleans generally, and that the Government of 
the United States, nor any other government, shoull! be held responsihle for 

. the acts of an assemblage of that character. 
Mr. Letcher also remarked, that our Go\-ernment regretted the tircum

st-ance, &c. The Captain-General asked emphatically, whether ~Ir. Letcher 
was officially authorized to make such a declaration; who repliEd, he was 
not, but he was sure that such were the feelings of the Government of the 
United States, as well as of her citizens generally. 

It is Mr. Letcher's opinion, th<.t had he or anyone else been authorizecl 
to mC}ke such a declaration, as coming officially from the Government at 
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\Yashinf;toll, tLl' situation of the vi~{)ners would have been ameiiorated, 
.and perhaps they might hayc been released. I am authorized by Mr. 
Letchf:'1' to make this statemf:'nt to the Department of State. 

There are now here only seyentef:'n prisoners belonging to the Fnited 
Stcltrs. Commander PeLdergritst, and sCYeral officers belonging to this 
~hip, h<lYC yisited them, 'ilHI report fayorahly of the treatment they recein', 
b.):h at thE' prison antlltOspital. These will be sent to Spain in a few days, 
with tlIC exception, perk1)~, of Captain Robert Ellis, of Washington City, 
'who, it is ff:'ported, ,,-ill be rf:'leased and sent to the United States. 

I h,lH' the honor tD bE', your obedient, humble servant, 
, FOXHALL A. PARREH, 

Commanding H';me SI.jiladr.lll. 
'The Hon, Ih:-'-IE \YE,,~-~c:a, ... 

. ",'elr,1 ~ry nj Sf,::f, WI!' i"inglclI, D. C. 
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Rclacion nominal de los 92 prisoners P iratr:';' .1mcric:;n:;," que han liIiZl"f

sado Y fc:;isten parte til f.i:e Deposito. 

POI{ LA FRAGATA GOA'fEMALA. 

___ N_o_n_l_b_rc_,s_'_-,-_I ~ i __ I'~~_~~ __ I Officio. 
Padre. 

James Smith ........ 29 Leyrlon. F.lrmer. Henrl·S. ~r a,'\' 
Thomas H. Lee ...... 19 New London. Clerk. i HooJa L. EJizalJeth Th(JlHpSO~1~ 
D.lndridge Seay ...... ::n S. Carolina. Engineer. i L~ren!? D. f-,Il:dl Scull's. 
Harney Williams ..... 48 Connecticut. Fanm·r. , ElIas " . Bet,,' Willian". 
Benjamin Hannd ..... 22 Pennsvlvania. Fanller. Samuel IT. )far~' J m:es. 
.Jame~ :\1. Wilson ..... 22 Iniliaria. (' !f'l'k. DU\'icl W. Ophelia )fo1'(,1. 
Michael L. Hefrow ... 21 Ncw York. St('war<1. )lic!lal:1 II. Ellen Hera. 
Burton Fagan ........ 19 Ohio. Boatman. Lewis F. Rnthy:\Iorgan. 
WI.n. L. Wilk!nson"'1 25 :lIobiJe. Engineer. , .Tames H. ,,'. )hl'l' Bostwood. 
Pe,er McMnllm .....• 20 Maine. Cook. James i Lucy A. Lord. 
S. H. Purnell ........ 20 Mississippi. Printer. .John :\L P. I Rp],ecca Howell. 
C. A. McMurray ..... 21 Maryland. Printer. ' John Brirlget Garty. 
George Holdship ..... 20 Pennsylvania. I Boatman. ' George Elizaheth Hook. 
II. B. Hart .......... 22 Pennsylvania. \ Ceriner. I John ~ ~fnl'tha Broad,,!. 
W. H.l\fcKensey ..... 18 Kentucky. Brickl'r. I .Tames ]>,,111' Farrills . 
Malbon R. Scott ...... 20 Kentllcky. Ceriner. ' John . Tam; ~rcXikk. 
William H. vaughan'140 Kentucky. Clerk. ' .James :\[ary Eass. 
William Hero ........ III Georgia. Clerk. ' ;fohn : lIfaria Cristo]Jhe. 
William H. Craff ..... 23 Virginia. Jemie;' . ! William I Maria Nie~el. 
. Tohn G. Bush.. . . . . .• 24 Virginia. Printer. Geol'O'U i Mary .J. ]{ Isk. 
W. Wilson .......... 1 22 New York. Clerk. : Sam;cl i P. Parker. 
P. La Coste ......... 21 New Orleans. Driver. : .lohn )[;11'V 

• Tames D. Baller ...... 25 Indiana. Clerk . I J. M . : Sanih C,uter. 
.J. Casanovas ........ :12 New OrleanS.1 Clerk. Francis I Catherine Acosta. 
Thomas Hilton ....... 2ti Washington. I Painter. I .Tohn H. I Susan Opan'on. 
William Wilson ...... 18 Kentncky. I Boatman. ' WiJ1iar:r , Ellen R,w. 
Thomas Munroe ...... 20 Alabama. Machinist., Dustan ~[nn' )[ eCartL 
.fohn Denton ......... 28 New York. Clerk. Richard Pati'cn('e :llcCruigg. 
'rhomas Denton ...... 3') New York. Carpenter. Richard I Patience ~[cCrnigg. 
.John Boswel. ........ 25 ltI ary laml. Mason. .Tohn B. 1 Ar,lbella Boone. 
J. Hearsey .....•.... 25 New Orleans. Clerk. Thomas H. : M. Wildford. 
• James Brady ........ 36 Isle of Wight. LaboreI'. Peter : Y[un' Pobon . 
William Cameron .... 45 Virginia. , Carpenter. Daniel Catherine Gaincs. 
David O. Ronsseau ... 24 Kentncky. ' Brickl'l'. I David S. Clinton. 
Patrick A bac Gath .... 28 Illinois. I Laborer. ' John Guillen Rvan. 
George W. Foster .... 17 New York. Laborer. .Tohn ' Anne .Tane 
Cornelius Cook ...... .- 21 Alabama. I Printer. 'Edward H. , R,lrah Reese. 
. J ol1n R. Pruitt •...... 24 Alabama . I Printer. : John P. i Hohorly Newson. 
.T. P. Simpson .....•. 23 Pennsylvania.1 Bntcher. ,J. A. ' Brid"ct Ch·ne. , e • 
George Wilson ....... 21 P""""~;'.I P'p'''''"'·' J.h" H. 

, 
Eliza J. Ollis .......• 22 New York. Boatman. Levi : Cbraph Lewih. 
George E. Metcalfe ... 22 Ohio. Drnggist. 1 Asa B. i Barbara A. AlTip. 
Henry Metcalfe .....• 19 Mississippi. Druggist.' Asa B. I Barbara A. Arrip. 
Cornelius Sebring .... 25 New York. Laborer. I Cornelius : Man' Brown. 
Robert H. Gridel· .... 34 Kentucky. Merchant. Martin ' Sarah ~f oore. 
Charles Geblin' ..... ,. 23 Pennsylvania. BO:ltman. I Charles Cecilia ~1ac Amlra. 
~'. C. Mahan ......... 23 Kentucky. Farmer., Francis Nanc\" Clark. 
H. West .......•.... 26 Ohio. Saddler. I Charles Elizabeth Elam. 
.J ames Chajerman ..... HI S. Carolina. Carpenter. Samuel Emelina ~nttr. 
Edwin Q. Bell .•.•..•. 20 R. Carolina. Clerk. , Charles H. Elizabeth ,nimby. 
David Winburn ...•.. 37 S. Carolina. I Brick!'r. Elinm Catherine Spiter. 
.lohn Cartis ...•...... 26 Illinois. i Carpenter., Henry Elizabeth Norten. 
.John Cooper ......... 19 Virginia. Clerk. Charles H. Mary Pearson. 
H. Stranmirc ...•..•. 2~ Pennsylvania. William 8m'ah 
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Relacio71 nomina! de los 92 prisoners-Continued. 
------------------

paR LA FRAGATA GOATEMALA-Continued. 
------ --~---------;-----~'---------

'I' 4[ XOl11ures. Patria. i Officio. Padre. 
I ~ 

---- --------
I 

Ausell j{. Ludwing ... ~ :2)0; Maine. Seaman. John 
l{ichard Nelson ...... j 39 Cfll'l'!lililgl.·n. Nelson 
Charles Harrison ..... 21 N l'\\' OIlean;. Paniter. William 
Bcnjamin Gilmore .... ' 19 Ohio. Bric"l'cr. James 
J antes ... \bing ....... .I 21 1 X,.w York. Boatman. .Tames 
Yiet,>] Dupr.ll ........ i HI X,}\\" Orlean~. Engineer. Justin 
1r. S. Cunstantine .... ' :!:! Canada West. Painter. Servis A. 
Thomas Huutl:w.ll .... ! :1:') ,Tirginia. Farmer. 'rhomas 
Martin ~Iellllell ....... ' III Illinois. Confec!'r. Jacob 
Charles HorwL"ll. ..... ~:3 Virginia. Printer. Charles 
• 1oseph Il. (~'l!"t. .... ' Iii X ew Orleans. Clerk . Louis A. 
J ohll )IcKinni,)p .... " ~Ij Pennsy!\' :lnia. Boatman. Charles 

, 1_-
--------------~-

CORBETA DE S. )1. VENUS. 

Edmund H. McDonald' 20 i Kentuc"\". 
II .• J. TlwLl,'''''ll ..... ! IX ' Alaban .. ;. 
OaniC'! E.pe ~'·01f."'1 23 .\labunL'. 
Alm,hld h. "oer .... , :!:.! i Alabama. 

James 
James H. 
Samul'l H. 
Rouert 

Y.\POH ISABEL LA CATOLICA. 

F,entull D. Hongh .... / 
Charles A. Duwner .. . 

1 

Madre. 

Sophroma Pease. 
Almina l{asllsser. 
Sarah 
E"eliDe Decker. 
Noconoeida 
E!izabeth Badgley,. 
Marie tie Loren. 
S. Harcum. 
Maria Nachor. 
Aspatia Philipps. 
N ath Newton. 
Mary.Johnson. 

Nancy McDonald. 
l"rances J. 111 erchand. 

1 X e\\' Aloany.1 Engineer. I Fl'nton I ~Iaryland. ,CIerI" Jason B. 

--------~~--------------

Col. W,H. SCl~tt Haynesl 
Capt. J. A. Kelly .... 
Philip Van Ycchten .. 23 

I 

Cornelius DUffy ...... ! Ii 
Thomas D. Brown.... :!.; 
Robert Ellis ......... 122 
Preston Essex ....... : 2.; 
Thomas Little ......•. 1 30 
George Parr ......... ' 2:) 

.Joseph Stevens ...... [26 
John Johnson ........ 3.; 
John A. Sowers ... ", :!1 

, 

PUESTOS EX LIBEHTAD. 

:i New Orleans. [ 
i New Orleans. i I 

, New 1'01':'. : Lawyer. i Jacou F. B. Caroline Hoor V eh. 

--------~----_I--------. 
CASTELLO DE LA PUNTA. 

Boston. 
N ell' Orleans. 
Washington. 
Kentucky. 
Philadelphia. 
New Orleans. 
New York. 
Owensboro' . 
Kentncky. 

Clerk. Michael 
Drh·er. John G. 
Clerk. Robert 
Boatman. William 
Carpenter .• J ohn 
Clerk. John 
Carpenter. William 
lIIerchant'l S .• J. 
)[crchunt. William 

IIOSPIT AI, :lllLITAH. 

Margaret DoylC'. 
Louisa Newman. 
Mary Brook. 
Susan Bakl'r. 
Mary:t·o)". 
Mary 
L.Onet. 
S. Stark. 
C. J enkit". 

George W. Hichardson 
G~orgc Egerton ...... . 

I I I 3:-' Massachusetts Clerk. 1 Hobert Mary Brook. 
24 )fassachusetts Carpenter. Owin Maria Foster. 

ls~ac freeborn ...... . 
Thomas L. )kN c·ill. .. 
William :lIille!'. ..... . 

38 Ohio. Tailor. ,.JaCOb Mary McLelly. 
2;1 : X. Carolina. Clerk. Thomas Rose A. Fipi,inR. 
:J2 : New Orle:ms. Boot Iml'r.' William Ann Irons. 

Wilson L. Heeves ... . 
John Clume ........ . 
David Gino ... ; ..... . 

1\1 i Georgia. Driver. I Jephe B. C"nthia Town,. 
21 i Pennsylvania. BO.ltman. Henry M'ary Hodge. 
26 I Philarlelphi.1. I Lahorer. Desconoeids. Deconoeida. 

PRESIDiO DEPARTMENTAL DE LA HARANA, 23 de Set .. de 18&1. 
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Commodore Parke1' to the Captain-General of Cuba. 

lJ. S. FLAG-SHIP SARANAC, 
Havana, September 16, 1851. 

ElWELJ,ENT SIR: From the newspapers received this day from New Or
leans, and other parts of the United States, I observe with pleasure that all 
the men collected for the unlawful invasion of this Island have been d isre'
sed, and that the President of the United States has reiterated strict or~ler', 
to both civil and military officers, 1.0 use every exertion to pre\-ent in lulu:,' 
any unlawful assemblage of men, or the embarkation of such lllen on any 
pretext whatever, from any port of the United States. 

Now that all appears tranql!il, would it be asking too much of your E~:
cellency to take into consideration the propriety and humanity of releas
ing the prisoners now at your Excellency'S disposition-particularly such of 
them as are wounded and sick. 

This course 1 am sure wouid be the means of tranquilizing the excited 
people of the United States, and be most gratifying to my Government. 

I hope you will appreciate the motives I have for soliciting this favor at 
your Excellency's hanl!s, and believe me to be, with high considerations of 
respect, your .:>bedient servant, 

FOXHALL A. PARKER, 
Commander-in-chief of the U. S. Naval Forces 

ill the West Indies. 
His Excellency Senor Don JOSE DE LA CONCHA, ' 

Got.ernor and Captain-General of the Island of Cuba, 4-c., ~·c. 

[Translation.] 

The Captain-General of Cuba to Commodore Parker, 
Havana, September 18, 1851. 

My DEAR SIR: I have received your communication of the 16th instant, 
.informing me that you perceived, by the New Orleans papers and those 
journals published at other points in the United States, that the men who 
'.had assembled for the purpose of unlawfully invading this Island had been 
,disbanded; and that the President of the United States had again issued the 
most stringent orders to bot? civil and military officers t? .P!event in [utl1l'e 
-all illegal assemblages of thIS class of men, and the possIbIhty of their em
barking at any of the ports of the United States, concluding with the re
mark, that now, when every thing appears tranquil, I ought to take into 
.consideration the propriety of setting at liberty those prisoners who are still 
nere especially those who are sick and wounded, and that you are sure that 
:such' an act would contribute to calm the excitement of the people of the 
United States, and prove "ery gratifying to your Goyernment. 

I have to say to you in reply, that it is not in my power to comply with 
your, request, as I have already ~nformed ~er Majesty's GoYernment?f the 
-events which have lately transpIred on thIS Island, and that I was gomg to 
.send to Spain all the pir~tes whose lives. have been spared in virtue of tl!,· 
pardon which I granted m my proclamatIon of the 24th of last August, U1 
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(k!erencc t9 c(:ns;deration~ of humanity, to be disposed of there agreeably 
:0 its superior will. 

I am, with ('very consideration, your attentive, faithful servant, whO-kisses 
fOUl' hand, 

JOSE DE LA CONCHA. 
To Mr. FOXH .... LL A. PARKER, 

Comnwnder-in-Chief of the JYaval Forces 
f~r the United States in the West Indies. 

C,..mmo,zOf( Parker to .Mr. lVebster. 

U. S. FLAG-SHIP SARANAC, 

Havana, October 5, 1851. 
:-:IR: On ll: y rdurn ii'om ;\Iatanzas to this place, I learned that two men,. 

Robert H. Brerkinbrid~[I' and Ransom Beach, both from the state of Ken
-tucky, had been picked up in a small boat at sea by a Spanish merchant 
'Thooner, and were then confined in prison at this place. 

I waited on thE' Captain-General ami inquired why and wherefore these 
'r;l'll had been captured, who informed me that they were captured on the
high seas, but had confessed they were a part of the Lopez expedition, ha(t 
been on the island some twenty days, and made their escape thirty·six: 
hours before they were captured in the boat, which belonged to a small Yes
-;1'1 anchored near the shore, that the boat was recognized as having been 
stolen, &c. 

In the course of conversation, the Captain-General said he would be com
pelled to try these mem under the general law of nations for piracy, but 
They woult! be dealt with as leniently as possible, and under no circumstances: 
would their lives \1(' endangered. 

I haH> reason to hope these men will be released. There are now h€re 
M:een prisoners, thirteen of whom are in the Hospital, but not dangerously 
.~i,·k. 

I haw the honO!" to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FOXHALL A. PARKER, 

Th' Hon. DA:liJIEL WEBSTER, 
Commanding Home Squadron. 

,~'cO"ctary of State, Wasltington, D. C . 

. 11r. Calderon to ./lcting Secretary of State. 

[Translation. ] 

LEGATION OF SPAIN IN WASHINGTON, 

.New York, August 26, 1851. 
It has po~iti\'e1y. been announced in all the newspapers of this city, and 

~hose of thIS eyenmg confirm t~e fact, that, n~t o~ly her Majesty's Consul 
1',l New Orleans, bUTt ~lso"the edItors o~ a Spamsh Journal published in that 
I;lty, called ".La Umon, toge~her WIth ma,ny peaceable Spaniards, haye
heen brutally Insulted. HerewIth enclosed IS the" Commercial Adverti-
ser" of this evening, containing an account of t~e cccurrence. . 
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The und~rsign~d, Envoy Extraorrlinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
. her Cathohc MaJesty, 'has not yet received any authentic information of 
the affair, nor is it natural that he should, if, as it is said, Her Majesty's 
Consul has taken refuge in a prison, or has become the victim of some crim
inal outrage. 

The undersigned flatters himself with the hope that the rumor is false, 
?r that it h,as beel!- greatly exaggerate(~ for the diabolical purpose of in,flam
mg the eVIl paSSIOns of men. The Federal Government, however, IS, no 
doubt, in possession of reliable information on the I"ubject. 

But the undersigned would fail in the performance of his duty, in his 
own opinion, if, in the present state of uncertainty, he did not addre~s him
self to the acting Secretary of State, as he now does, with a request that 
he will have the goodness to inform him of the truth; and in case these ru
morn1 acts of violence should actually have been committed, to ask, in the 
most urgent manner, in the name of civilization, of the law of nations, of 
treaty obligations, and of morality, that the Consul of her Catholic Majesty 
in New Orleans, and all Spaniards residing in the United States, be effi
ciEnt1 y protected in their persons and property, and that due satisfaction 
may be secured, both to the demands of justice and to the Spanish nation. 
The undersigned repeats again, that he still flatters himself that this is one 
of those innumerable falsehoods which evil-minded men have circulated 
with such unheard of profusion, in the hope of destroying those friendly re
lations which happily exist between the two countries, to the mutual ad
vantage of both parties. Such is his earnest wish; such is his hope. 

The undersigned avails ,himself of this occasion to renew to the acting 
~t:cretary of State the assurances of his most distinguished consideration. 

A. CALDERON DE LA BARCA . 
. Hon. W. S. DERRICK, 

. ./icting Secretary of State of the United States. 

Acting Secretary (if State to U. S. IJistrict Attorney at New Orleaus. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, August 28, 18.51. 

SIR: I have the honor to transmit enclosed, a copy of a despatch from 
the Minister of Spain near this Government, of the 26th instant, in which 
he invites attention to certain outrages alleged to have been recently com
mitted upon the Spanish Consul and other Spanish residents of New 
Orleans. 

Allow me to request that you will immediately institute a strict inquiry 
into the truth of these representations; and if, upon investigation, they 
prove to be well grounded, you will report the facts of the case to this 
department, and take proper steps to vindicate the laws and bring the 
offenders to punishment. 

I am sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
, . WM. S. DERRICK; 

Acting Secretary. 
L()GANHUNTON, Esq., 

. U. S. IJistriet Attorney, New Orleans, La. 
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M. Oaldm'on to Acting Secretary of State. 

[Translation.] 

SPANISH LEGATION IN WASHINGTON, 
New York, August 29, 1851. 

In addition to his note of the 26th instant, the undersigned, envoy ex
traordinary and minister plenipotentiary of her Catholic Majesty, begs to 
enclose to the acting Secretary of State of the United States a copy of a 
telegraphic communication which he received yesterday from her Ma
jesty's vice consul at Mobile, confirming, in a certain degree, the accounts 
of the outrages committed in New Orleans against her Majesty's consul 
for that port. 

Upon this subject, as it shows that he had ample cause, and is still justi
fied in asking, in the most urgent manner, that efficient measures may be 
adopted, the undersigned desires to call the attention of the acting Sec
retary of State to the fact, which he will already have learned from the 
journals of this city, viz: that but for the decided and timely interference 
of the local authorities of this place, it is probable that both her Majesty's 
consul for this port, and the editor of the (Jronica, would have likewise 
been the victims of some violent outrage. Convinced, as the undersigned 
is, that the enlightenel Government of the United States, and the upright 
chief magistrate at the head of it, will employ all the means necessary to 
check such abominable excesses, which they cannot but condemn with j1ist 
indignation, he abstains from making any iflle reflections, and renews to the 
acti!lg Secretary of State the assurances of his distinguished consideration. 
. A. CALDERON DE LA BARCA. 

Hon. WM. S. DERRICK, 

Adin.iJ Secretary of State of the U. S. of America. 

[By Telegraph.] 

WASHINGTON, August 28, 1851. 
The Spanish consul's office at New Orleans has been entered and torn to 

piec~ and the consul burnt in effigy, last night. . 
SPANISH CONSUL AT MOBILE, AugtMt 22, 1851. 

To SPANISH MINISTER, 
(Jare Spanish Oonsul, 115 Leonard street. 

True copy. 

AetingSecretarJj of State to Mr. (Jillde1·on. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, August 30, 1851. 

The undersigned, acting Secretary of State of the United States, has 
the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the two no:es wJ.ich Don A. C3.1-

............ 
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deron de l~ Barc.a, Envoy Ext~aordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
her CatholIc Majesty. near thIs Government, addressed to him on th? 
26th and 29th inst., inquiring of this Department, whether official infor
mation of certain: reports respecting outrages alleged to have been com
mitted lately against the Spanish Consul, the Edit~!l's of the" Union," and 
many peaceable Spaniards in New Orleans, had reached this Department, 
and asking for efficient protection of the persons and property of those 
individuals. . 

Possessing no official information respecting the outrages complaincd 
of in these communications, as having been committed in New Orleans, 
the undersigned hopes sincerely with Mr. Calderon, that the report~ 
which have been published in the journals of the day may prove to have 
been greatly exaggerated. 

In the meantime, however, the undersigned has instructed the United 
States' District Attorney at New Orleans to furnish this Department with 
a full statement of facts respecting these alleged acts of violence, and to 
prosecute any persons who may be found to have been engage(l in them . 

. The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to renew to Mr. C:,J.L'
ron the assurances of his distinguished consideration. 

WM. S. DERRICK. 
Acting Secretal'!!. 

Acting Secretary of State to the United States District Att01'ney at ]{",I' 
Orleans. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, September 1, 1851. 

SIR: Referrinl'f to the letter addressed to you from this Department on 
the 28th ult., rel~tiye to alleged acts of violence upon the Consul of hel' 
Catholic Majesty, and other 8panish residents of New Orleans, I have 1;;) 

request that you will, in prosecuting your inquiries, endeavor to ascertain, 
with all practicable accuracy, what amount of pecuniary loss or damage 
Mr. Laborde may have sustained in the attack upon him by the mob of 
that city, and communicate the particulars to this Department without 
unn~cessa.ry delay. 

I am, sir, respectfully, 
Your oberue:lt servant, 

WM. S. DERRICK, 
Acting Secretary. 

LOGAN HUNTON, Esq. 
C. S. Atto1'ney f07' tlte Eastem District of Louisiana. 

Mr. Calderon ta Acting Sec1'etary of State . 

. [Translation.] 

LEGATION OF SPAIN, [X W A8HINHTON, 
New York, 8eptt!mbe1' 5, 18;')1. 

The undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary a~d Minister Plenipoienti:.Ll'Y 
of her CatholilJ Majesty, pl'oceeds to place III the hands of the Actmg 
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Pecretary of State" th,e acc('lllpanying n~rrati,ve of the ,violent outrages 
\\hieh have been mfilcwl upon her )laJesty s Consul In New Orleans, 
and IIpon seve!'td peaceful and in?u8trious Spaniard~ residing in that ci,ty, 

rl'hi~ narratIve has been complIed bY'the underSIgned from the varIOUS 
;.Cl'onnts which have been fOl'wal'decl by said Consul, who, finding it im
p"."'ihle freely to pc;{onn the fUllcti?ns of his offic~, and i!1,view?f ~hc
"i~k he has unclel'gone, ancl would stIll undergo, of Jeoparrhzmg hIs lIfe, 
11<]:< been compelletl to alia,lllUl1 hii'l post, recommending all Spanish sub
.iccts to the protection of t!Jc Fre!lr:h ttwl English Consuls, as it appears. 
from the anllexed copies, 

From this mlJ'J'ativl', we gathcI' that the unheard-of crime of ~ending, 
without hindrance, an armed expedition of considerable strength from 
N ew Orlean~, to take possession of her Catholic Majesty's territOl'y, in 
:he midst of peace, laying wa~tc hel' propcrty awl killing her subjects, 
b]" been aggmva.tecl, if such a thing be possible, by subsequent atrocities. 

Her ~lajesty'~ Consul ha~ been as:;aulted,-hiH place of business forcibly 
cllteled-the effects l.clonging to him destroyed-his life threatenetl, and 
111(' i"ign of hi" office torn clown and carried awtty in triumph to Lafayette 
~;!uare, where, in the midst of rude jests, it was publicly burned, together 
"ith the Spanish flag; and, as if such disorderly acts had not been suffi
('ient, they have taken away the official papcr:- of the Con;;ulate, and it is 
CTeclibly rU1l10rccl that the same will be published. Personal attacks were 
;;.],,0 made upon ";(,H'ml Spanianls, as well as upon the Consul, and their 
I'{'''pcctive houses plundered; all of which is proved by the annexed list. 

The unclel'signed feels persuaded that the noble President Fillmore de
l·lore,.; and highly clisapproves of these exC'e~scs, ancl that his enlightened 
e" binet, and a.ll the good men of the republic cannot do otherwise than 
to condemn the :-;ame, as well af; his Excellency. 

In the Eleanwhile, however, th(' hOf!tilities and bloody acts of yio!encc 
"('llililittecl on ~panish t(,lTirory,-the insult offered to the dignity (of her 
C;,th(·lic )Iajer;ty in the p('rwn of her Consul,-the robbery of her 
:-ll'l:hi' .. ~·:-,-the trampling on the rights of her subjects, and the plundering 
:h(· latter of their property, have placed the relations between Spain and 
th "Gnited State~·. in the most melancholy condition. 

For thi8 rea~OIl, the undersigned, in compliance with the sacred dictates 
d' duty, appeals again to the most excellent President, as bound to see 
th,lt the treaty stipulations with Spain are faitLfully carried out, and to 
T,l'otec.:t the t-:p~ni~h !'esidentR in the r nited States, under the guaranty of 
,1!()~e treaty HtIpulat~on~, an~l of ~he laws, for the purpose of asking, once 
more, not ollly fol' Just mtlsfactlOll fol' the above-mentioned insults and 
a('~~ ?f h?st.i,Iity, with a eOl're~pondi,ng indemnification for the damages and 
\l}Un~i'l JIlfi!l'iecl upon her, CatholIc l\Iajes.ty's subjects, but also for the 

;1I.0ptlOll of the most effiCIent measures, 111 order that Spain may rest 
~'('('u]'e that such scenes will not be repeated . 

. 'r~e untlers,iWled ~'enews to !he A~ting Secretary of State the assurances 
()i hlFJ mOllt thstmgUlRhed consHlel'atlOn. 

A. CALDERON DE LA BARCA. 
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[Translation.] 

Si'Al'i[:,l[ LEilATIOl'i [~: Ii .~:'ifr'WT01\, 
NI'Il' }"urk, Septemoe1' 5, 1851. 

A i~iJrmtil'c of. the outm;'}Ni .com~l1itted ill. Nell' Urll'Oi/,', ?Ipon the p"J'8m:, 
and P1'OpC1·tu!S of Iter Ma.7!'sty 3 COJ/sul III tlult ('it!!, 111/.7 .,f S"i'ci',d ot/t,·,. 
Spaniard8. . 

On the arriyal of the steamer" Crescent ('ih'," 011 the 2bt of Ia ,t 
A t'l "k' h' . U,gUcit, a., elg It 0 CIOC m t .e mornmg, the daily pre,,,;,, lll'gall ii, ex('itc' tl:t, 
angry paSSlOllS of thc people, and fully snC'cceaell in that illi;l'litol!'" Pll!'P'),+c'. 

A -?umero~B crowd, exa3pera~ed by the falsehoolls 'rhieh said press han 
knowmgly Clrculated, and by mflammatory lWl';lll<";I1('.";, "tartell for the 
office of a Spanish newspaper pnbli~hed 'in Kew"Ur]";II1~, called ., L:; 
Union," and destroyed it completely, the ellitor havinn' "IllY ,;an:"l hi:;; lit, 
at the entreaties of his wife and chillll'en. "'. 

~he mob haying divided itself into gl'OUP:<, started in thc (lirection n" 
:varIOUS establishments belonging to Spaniards, a li,'<t of which is herewith 
enclcsed, alHl proceeded to demolish them all, ~l)n1(' heiilg mOi'l' or k~,.; in
jured than othcrs, m~';'l;ly because the property belonged to Spaniard". 

In their mad fury, they calletl at the homic of her ~1aje"t.v':-i l")ll~U;, 
w~ich tl~ey enter!.'ll, demolishcd ",hate\'er tIl('." happened to meet wit!l, 
seized hIS papers aflll hn'l1;s of entr~-, and tore !lown the sign of tl1(' C,)ll
sruate and the national flag, which they afterwards carried in triumph t ) 
Lafayette square, where tll'.'Y were cut :llJIl broken intI! fl';lO'1!ll'!lt.;, :1:11 

burn~d up.' co 

'rite sign of the consulate \ra;. torn down by the l'ecol'ller of the firs1 
municipality, as it is stated, with a "iew of thu~ appeasillg the anger of 
the crowd, by gratifying their wishes so far. 

Her Majesty's consul, Don J. J. Laborde, being compelled to :-riel,j t) 
the representations of the recorder, and mayor of thc fir:"t municipality, 
who assured him that he was endangering his life, concealcd himself, ant! 
presently took refuge in the house of a friend. With a "il'w of continuiIl~ 
to inflame the cvil passions of men, and to keep such passions in a com:tant. 
state of fermentation, "the press was induced, (the~l' are tlw consul's own 

. words,) to follow in the same strain by representing, in its leading article:" 
the exasperated condition of the public mintl, a~ haying been produced hy 
the indiscreet conduct of sHeral Spaniards, boastful and elated at t!j(' 
triumph obtained oyer the pirates. So great a falRehood "';1" neycr pur in 
circulation before." In such a conflict, the conflul, who found himself 
abandoned by all the authorities, sought in "ain to ~nd the gOH'rnOI' of 
the State! His excellency was, as usual, out of the CIty. " 

"I undertook afterwards, (continues thecol1!'ul,) to imluce the mayo!' 
and the recorder to do something, as those officials had previously'en
treated me to interpose my influence with the editors of 'La (T nion,' in 
order that they might be moderate in their remarks in the number of theit" 
paper which was to be issued on tIle 23d, reqitesting me, shortly aftl';'
wards, that I would persuade the aforesaid editors not to publish their pa
per for some days, all of which I guaranteed sh.ould be done', in or.der b 
secure the tranquillity aboll~ which .so .mueh. anXIety was felt. I ~l.d not 
on this account however, succeed m mducmg these local authOrIties til 

, 1;1 h '.1 J., • t l' t a:bpt su::h IDC[l;3urcs UJ 'tY:)::.'.~ are ~Tmc("); on t:.~:r p1:' , a 'l('~;:r:.' 0 l't.:-
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~train those who were ready, al:> it was known, to commit. a thousand taro
(' :tle~. The calling out of the .troops, for the preservatIOn of .order, was 
evaded in various ways. I was mformed, that the .qreatest portwn of them 
partook largely (1 the .~({}l1e sentiment.~, and that they were not, therefore, 
;0 be trusted. 

" The troops under General TwiggR, stationed at a short distance from 
:Lis city, had become u,.;e]ef's, inasmuch as their command was temporarily 
absE'nt in the Bay of ~t. Louis; and even tho~gh he had ,~een here, he 
I;-ou):l have turned a deaf car to my most pre~smg requestfl. 

Thus forsaken by those who should have protected him, and le.ft to ~he 
;:1ercy of a ferocious rabble, the consul adopted the only alternatIve which 
was left to him. He ceu,sed. to perform the functions of his offic~, and 
committed the property and persons of Spanish subjects to the care and 
protection of the British and French consuls, in the terms specified in copy 
(A) of a C'ommunication which he addressed to them, which fact was 
brought to the knowledge of our countrymen, by the notice as contained in 
copy (B.) 

Having taken refuge in the house of a friend, situated thirty-three miles 
f:'om the city, the consul was about to repair to Havana, where he is pro~ 
bably at present. 

And what else could he have done? He say~, and very justly, "As a 
great portion of the papers belonging to the consulate are in the possession 
1)£ several of the rioterF, and it is rumored that said papers will be pub
lished, springing thus a source of irritation to the families and friends of 
those residing in this city, who are implicated in favoring piratical expe
ditions, it is not to be wondered at, I repeat, if the mob, on being again 
influenced, ~hould proceed to the perpetration of fresh outrages." 

The consul encloses the following list of the houses which have been 
plundered: 

Consulate of her Catholic Majesty completely de8troyed without a ves-
tige being left of its archives. 

Printing-office of the newspaper" La Union" completely destroyed. 
Coffee-house called" Jenny Lind" razed to the O'round. 
Coffee-house of ::;eiior Albeio, not entirely destr~yed. 
Coffee-house 0\ Don Antonio Rovira., not entirely destroyed. 
Coffee-house of Don N. N. Bertram completely demolished. 
Coffee-house of Don Juan CarbO totally destroyed. 
Two other coffee-houses, the owners of which names I know not destroyed. 
Tobacco store of Don A. Hernandez completely destroyed a~d its valu-

able contents stolen. 
Tobacc.o store called "La Corina," belonging to Don Francisco Roma

gom, entIrely destroyed. 
Tobacco ~tol'e of Don !. ~I. Caballero completely destroyed, with many 

o:hcr estabhshment~, WhICh have suffered little in consequence of various 
me~ns adopted by their owners for the prese;'yation of the same, some 
"aIlIng t~emselve~ A!llerican citizens, antI others, by simply hoisting the 
flag of thIS republIc wIthout ~aying any thillg. ~ 

A. CALDERON DE LA BARCA. 
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[Translation.] 

A. 

NEW ORLEANS, August 22, 1851. 
The events of yesterday, of w~ich you will have been informed, compel 

me to resort to the only expedIent which is left me, in the very painful 
position in which I am placed. Relying, as I am bound to do, upon 
the well known sympathy, nobleness, and generosity of the valiant Enolish 
[French] nation, of whose government you are the worthy represent~tive 
at this port, I pla:ce under the magnanimous protection of the illustrious 
flag of her Britannic Majesty, [of the republic,] all the Spanish subjects of 
he'r Catholic Majesty, expecting that my request will be well received by 
you, which will secure you the blessings of those who at present consider 
themselves without protection. 

I hope that, should you think it proper, as I think it is, in order that 
those who are to be protected by you may be apprised of the fact, you will 
cause my request to be published in any papers which you may select to 
that effect. . 

May God preserve you for many years. 
(True copy:) JUAN IGNACIO LABORDE Y TRUEDA, 

(True copy:) 
• Consul ad interim of her .. W:a}esty. 

A. CALDERON DE LA BARCA. 
HER BRITANNIC MAJESTY'S CONSUL, Present. 
The same, with the alterations in [ ], to the 

CONSUL OF THE FRENCH REPUBLIC, Present. 

[Translation.] 

B. 

To Spanish sub}ects and merchant.~ in general. 

NEW ORLEANS, August 23, 1851 . 
. . Until I receive instructions from the most excellent Minister of her 
Catholic Majesty in Washington, and while the consulate under my charge 
continues closed, it is my duty to give notice to all Spanish subjects, that I 
'place their persons and their property un~er th.e pr~tec.tion of the aut~ori
ties of the country, and of the representatIves, m. thIS ~Ity, of those natI~ns 
which are allied to thc government of her Cathohc majesty, and to apprIze 
merchants generally, that ~ll matters co?nected.w~th ~he duties of m~ offic~, 
will be attended to and dIsposed of, WIthout dIstmctIOn, by her BrItanmc 
Majesty's consul and the consul of the French republic, residing in this city. 

, JUAN IGNACIO LABORDE. 
(True copy:) 

A. CALDERON DE LA BARCA. 
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Acting Di8triet Attorney of tlte [Tnited States for tit" Eastem district of 
Louisiana to the Acting Sec1'etary of State. 

NEW ORLEANS, September 25, 1851-

SIll: After a delay which I found to be unavoidable, but for which I 
beg to express my regre~s, I proceed to s~bmit, ~n reply to your letters of 
the 28th ultimo and 1st Instant, such partIculars In respect to ~he ou~rages 
which were committed upon the Spanish consul and other Spamsh reSIdents 
of this city on the 21st of AuO"ust last, as I have been able to' ascertain. 

III onle~ 'to obta.in the most full :md authentic information in regard to 
the oriO"ill :111(1 extent of the riots which took place on that day, as well as 
the m:';Lsures which were adopted by the public authorities for their sup
pre,gion, I addrcssell a letter to the Honorable A. D. Crossman, Mayor 
of t;w city, antI I encl03e herewith hi:; reply, and also copies, furnished by 
him. of the se\'ci'al C>i,de;·., i"sued from his office during the existence of the 
excitement, anll of hi,; message to the Council of the Second Municipality 
mHler date of tlJe :26th ultimo. 

'l'l!ese documents fUl"!~i~h :t general hi~tory of what occurred; but your 
intpirie:; in relation t.) the Spanish Consul call for a more particular state
ment, and compel me to refer to circuIIlstances which preceded, and per
haps may sene to explain the :Jaack upon his office. 

1'111'. Brincio, the hccretary of the Spanish Consul, who arriyc'u on the 
Empire City. from lIayana, on the 21st August, had in his charge the let
ters from the pri~oncrs executed in Havana to their friends in this country. 
He hall been llir'~Gted by the Captain-Gencml of Cuba, as I am informed, 
to deliyer the letters addresi\ed to parties in this city, personally, if prac
tical)le. and tl) deposit the other,~ in the post-office. It was soon made 
known that the letter~ were in his possession, and many of the parties to 
whom letters were directed, e:llled at the Consnr~ office and received them; 
but a report got into cil'cnlation in the course of the morning that the let
ters weri' improperly lletained at the Consul's office, instead of being de
posited, as usual, in the post-office, and eyen that the Consul had refused 
to d'lliYer them. Perhap:3 the rumor grew out of a misconstruction of the 
conduct of the secretary. who had declined to deliver the letters to any 
<>ther tbn'the parties to whom they were adrl.ressed, when the parties 
themsehe~ were known to be in the city. It is proper to state that a~ soon 
ar; he W,\;; informed of the misunderstanding and ill-feeling which had been 
occ;Lsioned, he immediately deposited all the letters remaining in his hands~ 
in the po.-;t-office, anll took a receipt for them. I enclose a copy of the 
receipt, from which it appears that the letters were put into the post-office· 
ttt ~~. o'clock, P. M.: but meanwhile the misrepresentations of the matter 
which had been circulated, had served to excite some animosity against the 
Consul. 

About 21 o'clock, 1\ M., an extra was issued from the office of "L:t 
"Gnion," which contained an a1:;stract of the news from Havana, preceded 
by a few editorial remarks. It so happened that I was passiner the office 
of" I,a. Union" a few minutes before three o'clock, P. M., and bo~ght at the 
office a copy of the extra, which is herewith transmitted. At that time 
the press was at work; all was quiet in the neighborhood, and no appre
hensions seemed to be entertained of any disturbance. It appears, how
ever, that placards had been posted up during the morning of the 21st, 
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threateuing an a~te.~k on theoftice of t~~t jonrni11 the ensuing night.
:p.erhaps the pubhcatlOh of the ext~a preOlpltated the attack; bilt; be this as 
it D1~~, between three and "four o'clock, P •. M:, and before the public au" 
tliorltleS expected 01' were prepared ~o resIst It, tne attack was made, and 
It!l the presses and otn?rfurnit1:1re of. the office COin~letely destroyed: Nu 
YlOlence or personal oflence of any kmd, so far as I can learn, was dffered 
bi any of the people employed jib out the establishment; and as soon as the 
Q.estruction of the office had been accomplished, the parties engaged in it 
dispersed, . None of the police appear to have been present, and no arrests • 
were ma,de; but it is bel~eved tha:t few, if any, of the persons engaged. in 
that bllim'less took part m the dlsturbance~ that afterward occurred. A 
great and general excitement, however, was created by it thrtmghout the 
city. • 

Shortly afterward a difficulty occurred in a ciga.r shop on the cornet· of 
St. Charles and Gravier streets. -

I am inclined to believe that the affair was rather accidental than pre
concerted" and that it was in a great- measure. induced by the folly of Gon
zales himself, the' proprietor or attendant of the shop. He is Raid to have 
been a veryloya,l subject of the Queen of Spain, and in the habit of speak
ing "pry freely and in strong language in relation to Cuban affairs. His 
shop, however, was the resort of many of that class of' men, quite numer
OllS in this city about that time, and known as " Fillibusters." They would 
call for" Fillibuster cigars," and Gonzales permitted himself to be'irritated 
by it. He had been cautioned in a friendly way against his intemperate 
language and conduct on such occasions, and advised not to involve himself 
in any.unnecessary quarrel. "Quite an angry seene, however, took place 
in his shop ·on the mO.l'ning of the 21st,and ill the evening of that day; be-

, tween four and diye o'clock, P. M., an attack was marle upon his establish
""'+nent; but, whether it was induced by the quarrel of the morning, or by 
• l'Iome new difficulty, I havc not ·been able to leaI',n. The police promptly 

interfercd, and succeeded, without much trouble, in expelling the assailants 
and in clo~;ing the doors of the shop, leaving Gonzales within. But the 
crowd, which in the feverish state of the public mind had quickly ~ollected 
in considerable numbers, still lingered around the corner, and sevQral citi
zens addressed thron, urging them to respect the laws and preserve t.he 
peace. '.rhe excitement appeared to subside, and the people had already 
begau to disperse, when Gonzales removatl the bars of one of the doors 
which had been fastened on the inside, and came out upon the sidewalk 
in 'his shirt sleeves,> with a knife in his hand, and threatened to kill anyone 
who should at_ck him or his property. He was iJIlmediately assailed with 
stones and brickbats, when be rushed into the crowd, and began to cut right 
anclleft, till he forced his way through and fled towards the guard-housli' of 
the Second Municipality. He was pursued by the mob, but fortunately some 
policemen came out from the guard-house and rescued him from his pursuers. 
The attack upon his shop then commenced, and all its contents were broken 
to pieces and th{own into the street. In: the midst of the confusion and ex
citement thus. renewed, a' cry was' raised for an attack on the office of the 
Spanish Consul, and t~e mob forthwi~h started off in that direction. . 

The Consul's office IS on Bourbon street, near the corner of St. Lows 
street, in the First Municipality. Bon. Joseph Genois, the Recol'der of 
the First Municipality, informs me that it was between fiyc and s~ o'clock, 

,3 
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P. M., that he learned that a mob fro~ the S~cond Mun~cipa1ity wae threat
ening the Consul's office, and tha,t he ImmedIately repaIred to.thespot, ac
companied by the Captain of the Watch, and one or ,two polIcemen. ~-Ie 
stntes that on his arrival he found the streets filled with p~o~le, ~he door~ 
of the officc hroken open and some Reyen or eight persons lllside III the act 
of breakinO' thc furniture. That he made his way into the office, and com
manded th~ rioters to (1('si:;t from furth{!r violence, and that with some dif
ficulty he at length succeeded in inducing them to withdraw without having 
done any serious injury. 'riley possessed themselves, however, of the Con
sul's f!ig~, with which 'they ran off, shouting and exulting, to the Lafayette 
:o;quare in the 8eco11(1 :Municipality, where a public meeting had been cal~ed 
for that evening, and lut(l already began to assemble, and there the SIgn 
was publicly burned. No arrest was made of llI~y of the persons who had 
been found in the officc. After the mob had withdralvn, the doors ,vere 
closed and nailed up. No ITlUtl'tl was placed ovcr the office, but the police 
retired or werc calle(l off to other scenes of dlsorder, without any appre-. 
hensiOl~ appluently that the attack would be renewed. Within an hour 
afterward the rioters returned, forced their way again into the offiee, and 
without any interruption or hindrance, destroyed all the furniture of the 
office, threw the archiyes of the Consulate into the street, tlefaced the por
traits of the Queen of Spain and the Captain-General of Cuba, and tore 
the flag of Spain (which they found in the office) into l)icces. . 

All these outrages were committed. upon the office of the Consul WIthout 
any interfercnce on the part of the police, (nono of whom appear to have 
been present) and without the apprehcnsion, us yet, of any of the offenders.' 
Other diRturbances took place (luring the night, and numerous l)-rl'ests of 
the rioters were ma(le; but, so far as I can learn, none of the persons con
cCl'ned in the attaek upon the Conl'ul's office have been taken or identified. 
,)'h(' value of the prop(,rtydcstroyed at the Consul's office cannot be very grear. 
The chicf In,,;s i:> tllat of the archil'C's. "\ portion of them has since been 
l'('coYcr('(I, hut I fear the ,!!Teater part is lost. The damage done tn the 
property of illrli\'illuals C:lllilot yet J.(' a~l'l'l'taincrl with certainty, but ,the 
estimates wl!ich 1 han' he.:,r(l fol' thl' value of the pro pert." destroyed ill 
the Secollll .\lunieipalit,r at $,10,000 to $20,000, and in the First Munici
pality at $(;,000 to $7,nOo, 

No per:-;onal injury was Ruffered by the Consul or anyone connected with 
his office, '1'he story tlllLt he had fallen a victim to violence, or l)een com
pelled to fly for siLfct." to tIl(' prison, was one of those falsehoods which as 
his Excellency the Spanish Minister observes, had been scattered thro~O'h 
the country with unheard-of profusion. It may be (thouO'h I do not helie~'e 
~;,) that if he had ,fallen'in the Wl~y of the rioters' durinbg the night of the 
_ht August, he mIght have been In some danger; but after the excitement 
of that night 'Ya~ over, any notion that his sta'y in New Orleans would have 
been attended With personal danger, is simply ridiculous. It is worthy of 
remark th11t the only person W~10 suffered any injury whatever at the hands 
of the mob, was Gonzales, who, m a, great measure was himself to blame for it. 
He has since been .examined on the complaint ~f one of 'the persons who 
was wounded by hIm, and he now stands committed for trial before the 
Criminal 90u~t., The temper of the mob was n~ither sanguinary, nor even 
strongly vmdiCtIve; and after the attack upon the Consul's office' all the 
subsequent mischief was committed by parties the most of who~ were 

• 
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recogni;!led by t~e p.olic~ a.s common vagranrs and thieves, who probably 
had no other object ~n VIew than plunder. ' It is rumored also, that among • 
~he~ were so~e natives .of Cub~, who took advantage of the opportunity to 
mst1gate the rIoters aga1l1st theIr fellow-countrymen of old Spain. ~ 

The riots doubtless are to be ascribed to the exasperation excited by the 
news from Cuba. It was a sudden outbreak, for which the public authori
tic~ wcre n~t prepD:re~, and which the ~itizen.s did not immediately rally to 
resIst; but It IS a slgmficant fact, that 111 no mstance where the police made 
the 'attempt, did they fail to check the rioters - that in no case was any 
violent resistance opposed to them, 1101' was any effort even made to rescue 
parties which they arrested. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obe.dient sonant, 
E. A. BRADFORD. 

"UNITED STATE" DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE, 
New Orleans, September 8, 1851. 

SIR: I have been in~tructed to inotitutc an illtluiry in respect to the 
"outrages alleged to have been recently committe(l upon the Spani,:h consul 
and other Spanish l'Qsitlents of this city," amI to rcport the fa<:t~ of the caso 
to the Department of State, at ·Washington .. 

As I desire, in furtherance of the views of the GOYel'lll1lellt, to outain tho 
Illost full and authentic information, I beg lea,ve to apply to you for such It 

,statement of the facts connected with the outrages refcrred to as it ml~y 
be in your power to furnish. 
• I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Honorable A. D. Cl103i:'?'UX. 

LOGAN H CNTU:;S-, 
by E .• \.. BRADFORD. 

JI.\Y'JTI,\I:l'Y OF NEW ORLEA:\:-', 

September 18, 1851. 
SIR: I have the honor 'tID acknowleuge the receipt of your comlllunica

tion of the 8th in1!tallt, in which you desire to obtain information relative 
to the "outrages alleged to have been recently committed upon the Spanish 
consul and other Spanish rcsideuts of this city," for the purpose of report
ing the. sallle to the Depltrtment of State,at Washington. 

Confining myself strictly to the facts of the caoe, I would state in reply, 
~that at 'an early hour 011 the Illol'lling of the :21;;t Mltimo, the 8teamship 
Empire City arrived here, bringing the melancholy intclligence of the 
el-ecution. at Havana, of a portion of Crittenden's cOlllmand, comprising 
fi¥~y-one American citizens. This heart-rending news was confirmed by 
the correspondents of the press of this city, who, at the same time, accom
panitid their narrative by a recital of the most revolting and barbarous 
indignities committed on the bodies of these unfortunate men after they 
had been shot. These advices spread like wild-fire through the city, and 
aroused the entire community to th~ highest pitch of excitement and 
exasperation, Notwithstandmg the universal sympathies of our popUlation, 

. . 
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I did not, however, for a IMment a[Jprehelld ~hat any outrape would _hItH~ 
been committed on perf;olls or property, until about two 0 clock,_ ~-hen .1 
ascertained that some written placards had been stuck up, contallung all 
inflammatory appeal to unite in destro;ying, duri~l~ t.he night, the office tlf 
•• La Union," the ~pani8h paper of th~8 CIty. ThI;\ lllduc~~ m~ at once te, 
send for the Honorable Joseph GenOls, recorder of mUlllClpahty numb(·\' 
one, for the purpose of commUl!icating with him on the su~ject, and af~cr 
CQDsultatioll we deemed it adVisable to call upon the Spanu;h consul, wnh 
the object of persuading hi~ll t? use al~ his influence wi~h the editors of'that. 
paper to suspend its pubhcatlO.n until the great eXCItement should ha:vu 
somewhat subsided. On reachmg the office of the consul he wa~ not lJI, 

whereupon the recorder and myself, after having explained the purp~rt (,It 

our visit to the consul's private secretary, left word th~t we would walt for 
him at the mayor's office until three o'clock. A few minutes after tl.o 
appointed time )1r. Laborde arrived, and after representing to him tltl' 
da~gerou!:! excitement. which prevailed, and the probabil~tY,~hat it might 11(' 
({meted by an auth?m:ed aunOUllcement that •• La. U~uon wo~ld susp~utl 
its issues for ~Ollle tIme, he consented to use all Ill.'; mfiucllee m carrylll~~ 
out our wi;;hes, and actually gave the requisite imtrllctions to that effect til 
his private ~eerd:Jry in our preHence. At that time I had lIot the slighte~;t 
idea that any attack would have been made upon tlle Spaui8h comm], awl 
so expressed myself at 'the I!lOm~nt. . . 

On leaving my office at four 0 clock 111 eompany wJth the Hon. ReCOl'llel' 
Genois and !:!ome other gentlemen, we were then apprised that the estah
lishment of "La FniOl'l" had. becn destroyed. The persons who partici· 
pated in this a(:t of yiolellce wen,t determinedly and eoolly to work, awl, h 
must need,; be confessed, were encouraged by the IIl'esel1ce and openly 
avowed sympathies of mttny citizens. Previously to this occurrence I ha,l 
issued orders to the heads of police to llluster an their a vaila ble forces, awl 
to increase them to any extent that might be demanlled by the public 
safety. 

In the meauwhile thc' excitement continued to grow, amI at five o'clock 
a concerted attack was matle on the t:igar shop of a Spallia.rll in St. CharleH 
~treet. The police, howe"er, sUl',;eedcd for a moment in arret-ting tho dis. 
order at this point, ouly to break out, however, simultancoudy and with 
renewed yiolence in various othcr (luarter!:!. ~\.n immense dqnonstra tion 
was made on the esta?~i:;hmeI!t at the corner of Tchoupitoulas alild POYUIa'; 
streets, and on repaIrIng thIther I adtlressed the multitude counsellin " , .., 
them to pres('l'YI' order and peaeC', and calling upon all good citizens to aill 
in suppressilJ;':; the \li:;order. The crowd di~p.Cl;sed, promising to hehan 
peaceably, but the nott4 br?ke ou~ :tne'Y; and mdeed so !:!trongly were li!\) 
sympathIes of the c~mlllulllty enlIsted m t~~ caus.e of the expeQitioll, u::,l 
~o greatly were they lllcensed at the barbaritIes ~ald to have been practis("~ 
m !lavan~, that for a moment t?e greater portIOn of the population W~'I" 
entIrely dIsaffected, and the pohce were thus left .to cope with the rio1;{.'f}; 
without mu?h assistanc~ on th~ llurt of the citizc~ls. So ~pontancous al~() 
were the (~u;turbance~ lI1 vun6us part!:! of the CIty, that It was impossiu]o 
for the pohce to act WIth concert; and the S;1111e difficulty wat; experiellc<'II 
.with the military, who turned outiu very limited numbers only, and wc]"\, 
not enabled to effect an organization until an advanced hour of the eVeniJI". 

I was so much occupied in going over the entire extent of the city, th~t 
. . 

• 
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it wa~ nearly eight o'cloek ill thc ~'yellil1<r :} fore I heart! of the attack on 
tht' ofTice oftbe ~p:mish cf,mml. It was"'llol until twelYt\ o"'1o{'k tlwt. the 
riotcr,.; were finall.\~, ,1i~}i{'l',;t;d, :\ftCl' havin;.:: broke1l open abont a dO,lt'll 

coffee-J,oll~c,; and shops ill llili'ei'Cllt portion" -of th,. ('ity. 
1 (':til U';~Ilj',' .\"011, h"w,'y!'l', fr"II' inL'l'lil::tioll T ~;ilJ",;'-;n!'ntly ,('._,!i\ t:d, 

that 1'1.11 Oll(,-fOlll'ili-tll<' 111:1('(" ',..-hieJ, it ,',-::, d,>i:':llC.i to ::it::!'k ~,'(:1''' ,r -
turoe,l: ::1111 ~, .. (-' ... , it itll: i',", the ~(--.-\' (lel'i(bll11ea~ul'(,::; which I touk {'IIi' 1\1l, 
prC;o;t'nali')1l of the ]";a''t' 1111 till" j',.lllll\-ilJ,:! <I::\", :11l\1 tlll: Ill'al'l \-' n:"pOl I.'" , 
m:llle uy the ei(iz'-'n~ t,) l!l,Y pl"JI'l:l111atioll (':-dJilJ~ upon them to ;ri,lll", :tll

thoriti,,'ci ill snppn:~~il'L! tilt' turlJllleJlt j';")('cc·,lin;.:-, the;'e woul,l '~"1l1J11,'"", 
hay" l't'l'1l U )'('Il"wa1 ui' tl,o~.' ,li';;,!l'a, ... r,,1 \l('CUl'l'I'lIIT~ whid-,. for till' f;li!' 
fa.u,e (If our (,it}, I ~u d'T)'l." dl'i,)orc. I will nl~u ~tatf' that. ,t'\ t'l'ill citi
zens who had been led t<) be 1i1'l' , from various thl'eatll, that theil' property 
was mcnaeed with r11'~tl'll\'til)lI, called UpOli l:te fOJ' us~i:;tallcc. alltt ill en·ry 
in8tance T to'Jk tJ,:j nce('-~:rJ'\' I ']'('C;Jntiulh i I) DI'(·t::f'l'I'O them hnUt h,iw" nl~'-

'lested, I t!l'elll it }Jl'lIJII'J' 't,~: ;[,J.l that th~ oBly timc 1 :'aw,tlot· ;-\1;;!Ilj~!, 
consul wasdurillg t!re l»)"i;-t' illio'l'l'i,-,\\ ~,i:b him in lily ofliee 011 til .. ::1o;i. t.1t:' 
pal'ticul:trs of "hieh ba\',' alr(·ady])c(·u ,<'1 forth. ']'be r,)l't·~(lill;.t ~~aip
ment t'lHL'l'aCl',., :t "('I'j'{',,: awl faithful ::/'t'I"lllt uf the 1'1':-,,','c,lill~" whi(~h 
took platt' in thi" "il,Y III! 11,1' ~ht ,p"l :2:',1 ulli,"", In (:""1I!'xi';!l""itl, tIll; 
abo\'('. it Ill;l!" Iii, 1",)'lr:']1- ilot :n:,i~..: t .. ad,t tlr:l.t )h. ,\IU~';"II, th(' i,,·,.,LIll:lster 
of , tIt:,; cily, call",l Illl IIIf' l1<.'t\'I\.'I'!1 till) alld t.hree (,','IOde,oll tile :n:-:t 
l,him", :ili,l ;-.La[P,1 that III' "Pt"l'tirirll'.t ,:,,1111: :ipT'n,ll(,"~j!l)'" that all attack 
w'II .. \11,,' l.Ia'lc fill tI: .... l'uiPl1" office .lUI i't!.,~ tl,,' ni;!hL 1 t" :11:-" l'(,l,~al'k('d 
t'iut ;1[1'. ""]~l1'y~, lli~fl(·l'nt,I-. 11:tt1 illfni,\",.,llrilll tbat l>l'r~,,]I:' lU1I1 callt',lut 
th'.' I" -,,:li,'" f"i' ktt"1 ~ ,':lli,'h had bp"11 writl('11 to tl'<'llI loy tJ.e uuflll'tll
lJ:Jt .. \ ;:t;l:'::' ;,t Hal-all:I, :Iwl that he <jYl'rlwanl ,,(1111(' flf tl"'lJl nttcr' l!tn'at" • 

~gailJ:-;t til<' ~l';lJ:i:':l ("'ll-':'! 1'"" lI'lt haying :.l"I'",itf',l the l"t'l']'::' ill tl,+-' )-l1n

office. 
Filially, a, :r llI:lttl'l' IIf' ]'I·i','r";I.:", I beg i.) "ll..,j,,::,c a ""1':- '.If an "fii(,j".lI'I)111-

1"1l1Iicati')~i "l,ieli ] ,"-,'It illtll tll" '-'"1l1lci1 "I' rrltuli/.'ipality. ::\." :!, in rdatioll 
to the flf,(,ltl'1'('lle(',· "I' the :2! , .. t, ;\11.1 ~:!ll lr1t. The' ~t]'l'l';.! I:lH;;:ua,~e which 1 
ClHpl"Y"d ,'n tlw 'H',';:~i"l1 k!(l jl~ "i'i~:jll ill Ib,' eonCllrrclIt ael'oUJ,lt:< l"f'cein',l 
I)] all the ]';: [,"'-" Ill' t 1<i~ ,:i 1_\', fr"lI1 t IJl.'ir va ri ll1!:, c,}rn"~l'lllll!ell ttS III JJ.a,vana, 
rccitinfl' tl,,~ lllUiilat i"lIC' ;:ll<ll'arl:;(l'i~i~!;; ':UlllJllitted (Ill th., !Jodip,; aft.'r de!lt]:. 

ill a~ltlition ttl ti,!: ;rl,,,\'c ,1..t;:iJ.,: J Ita', t' d .. elllt'tl it. ]Irnpl'l\ with the, ic",' 
of plltcill~ [li<' :~,!-at.- P":';t"t:IIll't in P",;-;{:~ci<)JI ,,1' all tlll' ,itlt'oru!;l,tiou tOl:,:h
ing 011 the ~'ull,jl'('j. t'l t'lIcl"",~ ""pit,.'" Il1mrlJf'i"("l "11(' to I;i:rr-, of the, '-Ul'WllS 

onle;'H ;:lltl din'ct;oll" i:-;~'1f';l frollllu,' ,A~i('(' ,Inri)I'':: tl",' peri,),l of eXf"ltellH'llt. 
I h:t\T the 11<1'1'_'1' t.! 1_,,:, \- .. "1' :'I",~,·(,ti'111h-, ."(I\~'··"l)("lil'lIt ;,:en'<lI11'. 

..' 1 •• t v. (,HO~:':';\L\'N, ftIayor. 

LOl1.\~ I iV,T'.':',. E"'1" 
Cn/{etZ Sf,!tn, JJi~trid AtI'J/'i/f':.I, 

l\L-\.YORALTY '.'f ~ EW OnLEA~;':, AU:J!lst :::ti. 18[:1. 
G-Ex'nE11E~: 011 Tlnln;clay Ia~t om' usually quiet city wa~ thrown into 

tlIe' dcepe~;t agitatioll by the recc;ipt "y atlvi~c~ from Havalla? aJl1toUl~cil'~ 
the horrible U1<1~::;:1l:rl' ot' a llUlnb~l' of our cltlzells, coupled With detllllt! , f 
the most revolting indignities and mutilations committed on their Lodie~t. 
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COUlmiseratioll for the ullttmoly fatc of 1>0 many ga Ihmt young men"was for 
tlll' momcnt ;I.],:orh,·,\ in a universal (,xpJ'c,;t;iOIl of hOl;1'o1' at the barbarous 
IIliUll\el' of t1lc,r llealll: a~nd it bl'call1e c"idcnt tllat thc recital of' these 
u'nd l'n'lit" h:1I1 a rOll~Cll thc public mimI to tl .. " llighe:~t pitch of cxcite
ment. ;-;nt'il I)e'in~ tIll' ~tate of atfair~, alltl fearill;'; th,!t the natural indig
nation of tk· cOll~intlnity might lIHtIlife:;t. it"c\f ill' aet~ suhvers,iYe of law 
alillonler, I '~a"c directions in th .. fOI'(,1l001l 0 the IIt':lIb of polIce to tah 
[he ,tel,dfnllJ;casUl'P;' for the prc~el'\'atiun uf th>:> ]lublic pcace hy puttiug 
,'II :;uch additional i'ort;l' <1:0( they lIIight ,leC\II 1ll'l'l''';,';<Ll',''' 

:"i()twith~talll\ing the"" prct;antio!i:try :;tcps, I dCl'ply regret to ~tatc, for 
the fair fa:lIc of' our cit"~, that ,llll'ing the aftcl'lwoll :lIld Jli;:ht. sccncs of 
"iolence :mu l\iso\'(l('1' ~\'CI'C cOlllmittc'cl, awl the property of iuoifensil"e 
citizens destroyed; and although usiug e"cl'Y personal exertion to put a 
:;top to these outbrcaks, I feel compelled to add that my efforts, together 
with those of the police, werc only partially suecei:isful. Indeed, so SPOll

taneous \':a~ the moyemcnt on the Pint of the riotcri', ant! such the sud
denned:; with which tumultuous assemblages appcareu in ,'arious parts of 
the city. that. in (tlHitiou to the embarr:m'll1cnt oecal:'ionc,l by the lateness 
of tll l,'II'JlII', tIll' poliee officer:; fOllnt! it (''\tl'emely lliffieult t9 aet with that 
I\l'gl'ee of eOlll'l'l't llel'l'~,"'ary to thl' proillpt ~II\1l're:-;,.;iull of the disonleri'. 
Latl'r, IIIIw('I'l'i". WIIl'II thl' l'"lil'l' 1.:111 !l'ot fairly organizell, it i,; duc tn 
~tatl' Ill,lt tIll'," pL'l'foi'lIlcll dlil'il'nt ~C'i'I i,"', allil ~ncel'e'\l"l in arresting it 

cOI\'iidel'able llI11Ubl'I' of tilt· rioter". aUll'ill 1'l',;lorill:'; till' jlnlolie l'e<LI'L', 
Eltl'ly ill, tltc' l','cning, filHlilig tha t the rill!.'; alii \ outrages 011 property 

(''IlttiBIll,,1 ullchecked, 1 ,1l'clIIed it Illy tlnty to ('all upon the military to 
Jllll11 thl'lll""'!H~'; ill rl'adillt'i''' at a IIlOllll'lIt',; \\'~.l'lIi!I.~, aUlI, Ull a ginll signal, 
to ai,l ill l'l'pi'e""ing tIle tumult. 

.\t l'leH'lI u't·luek that night. [ i'"lil'll it pruclHlllatioll callillg upon all 
;,:,",d citi:l.ell:5 iu aid the anthoritie,; ill l're:;en'illg the lIi'der, peace and 
di;!lIit,1' of the city; :tlill 011 tlte folhmillg ,lay I 1'llt fortll another procla-
1I1;ttioil inviting any fellow-citizens to cllrul thclll~ehe,; a:' a :o:pccial police, 
1'01' the purpo~e Ill' pcrformill):!: patl'll] dlltie~, Thi:> eall. I am happy to 
~ay, wa~ promptly rc~polHlell t" by llIallY of Olll' mo"t n"l'ectl',l citizcns, 
allil it is with grcat p\c,Llmre that I tllll:.; publicly aekllow\edge the illlpor
tallt "Crl'il'L''; i'ellilerc,l by thi~ volunteer corps in prcservilln" - tho pcace of 
the city, 'lespite the grea t excitement which eontinnc,l to p:'e~';til on Frillay 
allll ~atlml:ty, Nor mnst I omit to mention the fact that many stranO'ers 
lJi)\\' ,'ojolll'lling ill the city, came forward aIlll tendercd to mc th~ir sel'\ic~s 
1m Fri'\ay, for which tlisilltl'l't'sted oft'cr tlil'Y arc cntitled to the hearty 
thallks of thc cOllllllunity, ,l,; therc wa:, r~asoll to apprehcnd a renewi~l 
or the :;cen('s of 'l'llllrs,lay, I l':lllSl"\ the military to r '1.'ain nnder arms 011 

Fri,lay night; but I feel deeply gmto.ful in :HI,ling t1l;., there W<li< no occa
~il)lI for thcir "cnice,':, 

~e\'('r:ll citizen:;, who, in eonsclluCllcc of' threat,;, had been lell to believe 
tlllL~ their lll'?pcrty w~s lUcu;tced with, ,lestrl~etion, applied til me for pro
tectIOn, and III e"ery l1lstltnce I gave nnmedliLte orders for the stationin rr 
of :tll. extra force in thcir vicinity. IndeCll, if any intclltion cxiHtcd o~ 
the part of ~vil-llIillded per~ons to llistm'b the pnblic peace on Friday, it 
,,':1': lIl!J .... t cftectlUdly thwartell by the complete awl extensive lLl'l;UI1lTCmellL 
lll:lt!e by the authorities to llUt down di~or'ler wh~rcvcr it might ~al1ife:st 
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it:;df. Thc::!e pl'eparatiow; have necessarily cutailcd 1;0lllC eXpelltie 011 t1e 
pity, which will have to he met. 

I cannot dismiss the suh.iect without aga,in expressing my ,illcel'c 80lTO~r 
and regret that our city shou1<l haye been made the ~c('nc of such disgraceful 
ocCUffenCef, aR took place on 1'lnn·f.day la8t. Conduct of this kina can 
admit of no ~alliatioll, and, w1Jilst I ",ould not for a moment Ret llJ:, ill 
Justification of those excel's('I', ~1H' excitement protlueetl l)y the heurt-nm1-
mg news from Ha\'ann, lmowmg ml I 110 that ill a popular government 
it if; er:;"t'flLial'that the laws 1)(' m:tintaine(l, ;\'et, on reriewing the C!ln;-t'p out 
()f which tlll'sl' disorganizing acts a],ose, 1 cannot hut ec,ngratulate my 
fello,w-citizens that thl'~'(' ,lil'l"l'putablc riots haw terminated withont hlood
i'her1. 

In conclusion, allow me to express the hope that our city ml1y iJeW]' 
again he disgracetl by such exhihitions as Were unfortunately witne~'~('11 
last 1'hun;(lay. K('\\' Odeam; hns alwilYs 1)(,l'1I dl3raete!"izcd hy 111.'1' 1/,\"(' 
of of/1cr, anll her ohetlicncc to the laws, and en'!"." good citizen shoul.lllo 
all in his po'wer to mailltain and pl'c!;el'Ye this feputation. No gri(,vancr, 
however insupportahle, no outragr, however grm-;s, can justify a )'ef;OJt to 
mob yiolenee. All hahitual Ilisl'e~al',1 of the laws framel1 hy the people 
for theil' U\\,l1' pl'otl'etir,n, ran only eurl in Ilemoralization of th(' cumlllu

nitv. 
f have the hOllor.to b", yery respectfully, your ,ohetlient sprnmt, 

A. D. CROSS:\L\.X, ;ll"!),,,', 
To the Honora1)1" ·})REi'fDF.XT ,\XI' :\IE;\lllEH,", 

OF :\1 \'XICIPALITY .N o. :!. 

No.1. 

JL~YOnAT:r\' ('F ~EW 011LEA,,':', 

AlIyu"t :!1, 18;')1. 

811:: 111:,\"1' ,'onlt' rl'a~on tn fear that, in till' pl'rf';ent l'xcit',·,l ~tatl' of illl' 
public millll, ~onl(' di~tllrl,:tnt'('H mn.~' take plaer to-night, :twl woulll tlw!"e
fore J'N[ill·,t ,YOll to lakt· thl' needful Pl'I'c:t1Ition to I'l'e~el"\(' thl' 1'1I1,1ie 
111':11'(', 1.y J>ultill~ 1111 ,-lI,'" ful'l'l' a~ you mily rl('('l\l 1I1'1:1':"::II',\"'. 

1:1·~p('crtfl111y. ,1"0111' nh{'llil'nt ,("\"\ alit, 
.\, I), ('Ht,SS:\L\X, -'/".'1"", 

('::l't:iin II EXJ:i' Ft)Jl~;tI, 
l1(ljh ('ol/M,t/·l,' '!f' Jlllllif'ipalit,'1 7\';" ,j 

XI). 2 . 
• :\L\ YOR,u:ry (,1' X E\\' OilLEAX", 

August.:!1,18;,)1. 
,By virtne of the powe: rested in me by hm, you ai'/, l'equestc,l to 01'1101' 

out the military under your command, and to Ufle all the means at your 
disposal for the 1 reservat:on. of the public peace. 

I haY", the honor to be, very respectfully, YOUf obedient senant, 
• A. D. CROSSMAN, ]flavor. 

MajOl'-General J. L. I,EWIS, 
Oommanding .Lull i8i<l 1111 Militia. 
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No.3 .. 

PROCLAl[ATION BY TItE MAYOR. 

MAYORAL'fY OF NEW ORLEANS, .;,' • :. 
. . Augu8t 21, 1851, 11 o'clock, p,: .1.11., 

Whereas, .luring this n,fternoon and night, ce~t:1in persons ?:tV~ so fa~ 
forgotten the ohedience due to the laws of theIr country, as t9 openly' ' 
,·jolate the PC11CC by creating ri~bl and distur?ances, .which, llnfortU1~te]~ 
for the ~oorl reput:ttion o.f ~he CIty,. have termmated. III t!lC t~estructlOllI:ot 
property; antI wherea~. It 18 e~sen~Jal to. the weU-?emg of SOCIety, that the 
8upremaC'y of the lawR he ull1m.tamed, ~, A. D. Crossm!1n, :.'\Ia~·or of the 
city of ~ew OrleanR, therefore Issue thIS my proclamatIOn, C:1Ull1~ .Ollt aJ!L 
O'ood citizens to aid in suppressing these disturhances, antI to ass. the 
~uthol'ities in prcselTing the order, peace, l1nd dignity of the city., .,I~,~ 

A. D. CROSSi\L\.N, MayP'l.', " 

• Ko. -1 . 

j)IAYORAI,TY OF Nmv ORLEANS, 

• AUf/URi 2~, 1851. 
SIR: Yon will percci\'e I,y t,]w eycning papers, that I ]myc issu~d a pro

clamation. f';lliing on the citizens to come forward mid enrol theny;cl,dJ as, 
~1Il auxilial'.\' rO~ice, for t.]1(' purpose of performing patrol Iluty to-niglit. 
You arc tll"I', fo,'c authorized to commission :melt citizens:l~ maY!lpply"to 
he enrolkrl, :m 1 to fUl"niilh them the nl'('(""~'lIj·. cquipJilC'nt :tllil :1rm~. 
Colonel;; \Ya,1tQO and llickctt 11:1\"e ju-t callrd on 111(' to tencler tlwir 1\(11'

yice!'! in thc pres:nt emergency. • 
1 have the honor to he Your obedient sC'lTunt; 

.. A. D, CROSSMAN, Na1Jor. 
P. S. I shall remain at the ma,or's office rlurina- this ufternoori" lind 

.. 0 , evening. . 
To th" I1:;n. J. N. HAWTIioRN, 

ACti11g Recorder lIfuldcipaZity No. :l. 

N0'05. 

MAYORALTY OF NEW ORLEA~S, ' 

Augtist 22, 18~1. 
Enclo;;ed: I beg to hand you a copy of a lcttor which I 4ave Just recei\"erl 

from l\Iess"il .• Tohn Maginnis & Co .. , .pl'0pl'ietor~ of the' k True, Delta:" 
These gentlemen h;l;YC been led to :believc, from vai'iouS"l"cpot"ts~n(l thrtm,iIIB. 
t.ha.t their newsp~pel' eRtaolisnment is to bc'attacked to-nigh~, andJ:lIavo' 
therefore to request tha~ you will fort~lVith order suob :i'ftH'ce ·'tb he 
detached,. as you may deem sufficient for the"presetv~tion of the' property 
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of ?l1t:s,;, .i. John M;aginnis & Co. You will plea:>c cOlianunicate ut. Oller 
with Capt. Forno on the subject. 

I hnvo tho honor to be, very l'Cc;l,cctfull)-, your obedient ~ernll;l, 

To (he lIon. J. N. HAW'j'non:;. 
A. D. CROt'~;\L\S. N"/IUI, 

A.ctin[! ilecorder of JIll/I '"djJ(ilil,lj ~yo. ~. 

No.6. 

:,\LUOIUlIl l'l ~~ J::W Or..LEA!':;:, 
.ltl(fll,~i :'::2, lE51. 

SIR; As I have good cau"c to apprelH nd this Cyclliug' a renewal uf the 
disgraceful disturbances ,,,hich took place la!;t night, 1I wI as tll!'](, outrage
ous proceetlings must be stopped at all hazards, I direct you forthwith tv 
assemble the whole police force un de!' yom c011trol, alill to station thelll ill 
St. Charles stroet, ane! other thoroughfare::;, with instruetioll!; to tlj ,,{' (T>'I , 

all asseml.lics of suspicious persons. ' 
lou arc likewise authorized to illcJ'ea,~c your [4I1'U" l,y acrcptill!; t llc 

service::; of eyery citizell who may Yolulltrcr to a~~i,t in pre~'cl'l'il1g lhe 
public peace; aIso to call upon citi:r.t'n~ h' c]ll'ol thelIlsclH~ti a~ tI ,~p,('i;tll'"liC'(', 
and to pa,trol the streets ill such dctaehlllclltc! as YOIl lIIay dt'~'llI 11(,(,[·:-.,';11 y. 

I ha\'e the hunor to 1)c, very respcctfllll,\" ~'lJur (.hdient't'\'\allt. 
J\. D. CW)~S~L\?~, NO.'i"'·' 

r. ~. I haye gin;n the l'("('li;;i tr, ill~ti'll,·ti"ll~ to .\,.:i/;;.: RCt'onjprc! .Eldt,[, 
awl IIa,ythorn. You willl'h';l'''' to c"mlllUllir,·.t,e to J!! .... 1',"'111 l i ll": to til';"~. 
the ftatc fir affairo . 
. Capt. I IL}: In' F'JI::"'!, 

If<'Jh (/olU'iu!,{c JIUlli..:iL'(!l/I:! J'Y". ,) 

PROCL.UIATlI 'x BY TIm ~L\Y()r.. 

~l.\)('(l \LTV OF ~"J';W OHLEAKI' . 

• 111gllst :.::.:, Itl51, 11 ~ I. Jr. 
Wherea~, there is good rca:S')ll to apprehend, during the day alJd ('Yellill<!, 

a renewal of the di:,;graceful OCCllrrCJlCes wbich took placc last ll!gltt; amI 
whcrca-E', it is flue to the lIlUilltrnunee 1'1' law. and the presen-atJoll of tll(' 
public peace, that these di::;turbances tiltOuJ.! loe put ,lown at all ),::z;tnL; 
therefore, . 

J A. n. Cl'oSt,lllan, :\1:1\,,-,1' IJ!' the (,it,: of ::lew {)dcun~, declli it proper 
to i~sue this my proclamation, calling Up'Oll an good eitizenH to abstain from 
gatherinll' a.nd mixing together ill crowds, and to do all that lies ill tllt:ir 
power to~a.llay the excited stute of the public mind.. . . . 

And, m order more effectually til suppresd the rIotous 'SPl1'lt whiCh bs 
pnfo~·tunatcly manifested itsdf in our midr.1i,I appeal to my fellow·:eitizellfl 
to el r .11hemseh'es as a special police, :mn to report thcmfleh-e~ fortlm-:th . , , 
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ill rr:lcliw'-;:; t u the office,'; of tIle "arious rccon1er8 of the three ::\Iunici-
lmlities, for the purpose of performing patrol duty. , 

. A. D. CROSSMAN, l1Iayor., 

No.8. 

:\IAYOIULTY OF NEW OnLEAxs, 
A lI!fll .• t :2\ 185l. 

:-:'1:; .\ ltltnu;:;lt at the pl'e~ellt 1Il0lllClIt CYl'l'ythilig i~ qll.iet. yet the pos
"ihilitY IJ(' c\,'itill~ lIC'\\"« reachiJl,!! liS from H:tYlllla renders It llcccf;!"ary that 
.",11 1 ~rlOlIlcl c'mtintlC to keep up your orgalliz;tti~\J. ~o th~t at a 1l10m~nt's 
",al"llill~ )'011 may be cHaMcll to concentratc YOI\l' whole force 011 any gIven 
point. ,., ' .. 

I ti"lI.4 tha t iii) fUl"tlicr di:-;tul'oaJlee WIll oceUl", hut III the llIeantImc It 18 

1'1'lJjl('I' th:,t ,nlll ~holl1cl bc on YOllr guard, for undcr 110 circumstanccs can 
;J l'('peti:inll of thc ;<C'('1I('~ of 'fhurt'day ]a~t he tolerate(1. 

Hc',,)' 'ctfll1ly, your "h('diellt 8CrYllllt. 
.\, U, ('H.O~~~L\~, )If/fr' /,· 

l'apblilt II,:\I\Y F()HX~" 
Hifllt UOl/.'dabl,', Jllwicipalil!J ~y(l, ;) 

:\I.\YOIULTY OF Nmv OmX,\X8, 
AlI,flllst ~j, 1E1,-,l. 

i';l!!; .\lth.,n;.:1t I ~illc~l'cl'y tru;;t that no {'nrtllc!' attcllIpt will be ma.tle to 
. <1i ;tnrh thc pcaee of the city, :"llch as· occulTccl lluring 'your'ah~~llce, yct I 
cleclll it pruclcnt tp be prcpal'c,l for any stHhlcn cmergcncy, a.nd would 
t hCl'cfol'c l'('eomnlcl1l1 to you the propriety of ha ving the policc ready to act 
at :L lllolllellt'~ ,r<lmiug, in thc cvcnt of the rcceipt of allY further wsal!-
trons lICWS from Cuha. • 

I 1nlclre:;~ccl silllilai· !'ecOIllIl1Cllllations to thc actin '" rccordcr and to the 
hi;;h COlLst,tble during yom abscncc from thc cit.v, a~tl think it proper now 
to apprize yon of thc ncccssity of bcin~ prcparcl!' 

lll<tvc the ho\l')1' to ))c, vcry rcspectfully, Y0ul' Ohcllicnt scrvant, 

To the Hon. J. ] r. CALDWELL, 
A. D. ClWSS:\IAN, }}Iayor. 

Recorder of }}Iullieipality .lYo. :2. 

[Extmct fr'JIIl the X ell' Orleans Pica~'Llnc of :!;Jd Septembel', 18;)1.] 

We take plea';lll't' ill pnhlishinrr the j"ullowinO' fl'OIll Mr. Cl'O;'lSlllan,' ill 
correction of a statl'nwnt which 1{?IS a~)re:tred i~ our Havana COLTcRpontl-

.-
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cnce. As similar statement!; have been tclegrapheu to the lIorth from 
other Isourees, we do not regret that an opportunity has been afl"orded our 
worthy mayor of refuting such a calumny on our city. It may he proper 
to say that our Havana correspondent gave the statemrnt as coming from 
the Spnni~h consul, without endorsing it in any wny. 

\ 
"NEW ORLEAXf:, September :2:2, IR5l. 

"EDIToRR OJ.' TIlE PICAYUNE: My attention has hren called to the follow
ing extract from a letter of your Havana correspondent, undel' tlate of the 
9th September: 

., 'I myself heard him (the Spanish consul) say, that he left the city by 
advice of the mayor, :\Ir. Crossnlan, who informetl him tllat l.iH life waf; in 
danger, ana that if seized by the moh, he (the mayoI') ",ouM he unahle to 
protect him.' 

" A similar statement was eonveyetl by your correspondrnt some time 
f'ince, but in thiR instnnce the writrr alleges that he hl'ol'd the Spanil'h 
consul make usc of the hlllgnage abo\'c citetl. It therefore )J('coll1es ml' to 
S:1Y, that Mr. I~a 1)on1e must have either strangely misinterpretctl the nwan
ing of my worllR, or that the excitement of the moment has matlc him 
forgetful of the purport of my remarks. In the only eonYC-l'pation I h:1I1 
with that gentleman a1 my olIil'l', on the :2ht nltimo, I Ili~tinctly aR~Ul'l'11 
him, on the contlal'Y, that he net'tl I\ot (,lltertain the f(ligl:tN1t fear (of aTl~' 
aHack on his perRon. Uthel' ;zentll'lllrn were pl'('~ent who tIOllhtlc·p~ haY(' :t 

lively recollectioll of the fnet. 
•.. \. D. ('n()~~:\L\~. M{(/lu!'''' 

, -
Lett('r.~ 1","'1'/"'/','1 "if f1/(' ,"fJ)lIlli.~ll (,oll.~lll (I"om Cuba, ((lid ,lI'li"('I"I'" info tl/(, 

Ilo.'d n.tfi,?,' lit :~~ P. N .. '"2"1r<t AUt/11M, 1:-::;1. 

NalJ/l'x. 

Stanton &: Co., • 
C '01. Hohert W .. Janw-, 
:\Ir~. P. Allen, 
Uen. Hoi'" Y('a~( ,', 
~Iarcw; "'. Ho!'i:',~(llI, 
Daniel Heard, • 
Edmund Doyle; 
Lucien Hen;le" 
~hs. Sarah A: Wilitcomh, 
John McGuiu, 
;\Ir;·. Isabella Water"" 
Mr~. S.· A. Collillf', 
Leyis J. 'ronrniqlld, 
Col: Jame8 G. R'n(', 
~1r". J. Farzoir, . 
George Corchi'! t, 
J. J.' Crittenden, 
James Hulling, 
Henry Vieman, 
Henry Lane~, 

Re8idellCl'.~. 

Xew Ol'lcall~, 1,:1. 
Do. rln. 
Do. 110. 

Baltimore, ~Itl. 
).; a,!':hvill1', Tenn. 
~ ew Orle:lIlR, La. 

Do. do. 
Do. tlo. 

Pennsylvania. 
New Orlean~, La. 

Do. do. 
Philarlclphia, Pa. 
X'ew Orlean~, La. 

Do. 110. 
Vo. t1o.. 

CharleHton, S. C. 
Washington, D. C. 
X(·w Orleans, La. 
P(,llnsylvania. 
New Orleans, La. 
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Name8. 

Mrs. Henry O'Roukc, 
Mi'. BuneI!, 
~h. AMeman. 

' .. 
Re8idmloes.1. , 

Misflissippi.' . -' ~ 
New Orleans, La .. 
TJOllisyille, E.' y. . . . ., . 

From Mr, Bl'in,cio, pas~;engel' on 
leans, Augri~t 21, 1851. ~ 

the f'tea.mer .. ]~mpire City/7 New. O!r.i. 
:"1,' 

'JL :M:USSON, ~. M ... J 

Mr. Oalderon to t/te Acting Secretary (If State. 
,." .. 

[Translation, ] 

SPAKISII I,EGATIO:'l" I:'l" WASIIINGTON, • 
TJ'"tls/dngton, Vctohe1' 14, 18,;'il.,~, 

'1'h" nllfll'l'signl'd, rllYoy rxtraonlin:u'y :lllil minister p]e~PGtetltil\ry.{ fi 
llCr Cath()li(~ :\1ajcsty, notified hiil g~\':l'J\l~~llt at the same tll.ne th:~thc, a,a .. 
rlr(,~fi('.-l to tlw goYel'llment of tll!· lmtctl ~tatc8 the r('c1amatlohs COlottltQl!etit 
in his IhJ!r;, of the 26th August amI tlw :jth Scptember last, rospective~l, 
in r{',!!ltrd to thc rxeeSRes which WI'1'I' committed in New Ol'l~tnSi' a.£t?l·Jth.il 
IJiratieal invasion of Bahia Honda. The nndersigned has Just l'ecelv". 
replv from her Majestv's Co"overnment, expres"ivc ot' the very deep grief it 
lu1(1' .·xp{'rienc('J, (as it w~~ to be f'xpected,) in coasequencc of snch omi
nljus and ahominable eVl'nt.;·; nor has thn Spanish goverument felt ]e!l8,pain 
in !'{'ring the futilit.y oi the numerous antI eonstant efi(trts it had made with 
:t view of pt'cventing tho catl1strophy which has boen witnesse.tl in tbe 
iRlarHl of Cuba. It is certainly not its own fault, if, turning, a deaf ellJl' to 
.all it:, wa,ruings, a.nd persisting to disdain tho voice of reason and of jus
tice, :t Ret of wicked agitators haye succeeded in carrying into ctractl an 
nndmtaking which has lJecn denouncerl at aU timfJs by every civilized 
na,tion, and which had 1,een conllemncd beforehand by tIle ellJightelle~ 
puhlie opinion of the country. ~incc the Cardenas expedition of la.st YeM, 
militm'y preparations have heen going on without interruption at vltrions 
]loi-nt.iS of the confederacy, keeping the islalHl of Culm in.a oonstantrstatc 
of nneasiness, until finally tho nm"" attempt upon Bahia Honda waS,<'on
lIummatCll in spite of our repeated protef'1ts and constant l'edlamatioJ.':L'St,l:nnd 
as it' the scandal which tho Now Orleans agitators prel"ented to the world, 
in i'r.n.iing piratical expeditions ap;a,inst a eOllllfry from which not the,lcl\l\t 
immlt or provocation hat! been l'ecciveil, amI with which tho Goycrament 
WIl" cnti.rCly at peace,~a peace guaranteed hy solemn treaties, a:nd pre
sen'ed until this moment thrOl\g:h the me.lium of the most fri'elildl,. intetC 
course-had not been sufficient, these and other agitator~, ill tho Jren'llt ot 
an unj~l"'t resentment, have committed uponth~ territory· o( the;ij~a 
I"itates, actf, of violence which :in of public notoriety, and ·whioh would, 'not 
(lycn have been justified under circumstances oC ~lll open.;st.a.te. of war 
bc,tween <the two governments. ,. . ,0;;', "!1J . ..' ..; 

~\ ppriiled of aU the fl\Ots,h£'l' Majesty's govel'llm.e~ hali! or~leretl tll(, 'IJn
.dru'sign('d to pel'si~t in ?sking, as he again askis ~~.{nallle~f~id'!'1:.,),&~erll
ment, for full satlsfacbon for lIhe tBlgograita'tad In~tlfM •• :aitttert,upo .. .the 
8p:llli!!h flag and upon her Mltjesty's cOllsul at New Orleans,. and also that 

.~ 
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the SpaniardI'! residing in that city shall be indemnified for the losses they 
have sustained at the hands of an infuriated and licentious mob . 

. Her Majesty's government has been likewise informed, and it does not 
tleny the fact, how p:tinful it has been to the illustrious President of the 
republic to see his aut.hority set at defiance, and the noble and imperisha
l)le principles contained in his proclamation of the 2.)th of last April un
Ilervalued. His Excellency, however, cannot fail likewise to acknowledge on 
l,is own part, and in the plentitude of his liberal sentiments, how impossi
l,le it is for Spain to pnt up with such outrages, which it has never tolerated 
1 ,of ore. If the excitement produced in the South, amI at other points by 
recent events, has been tumultuous and far spread, the sensation which has 
1 "en caused in Spain h:ts been equally deep, as well as unanimous among 
'I 1 classes and parties, with the public press an(~ .l private life, at court as 
,Iell as in the provinces. In the island of ,,'~ :1 there also exists an 
, pinion on the subject which t~1C Spanish govel"I1,m·ent is hound to respect, 
, ccause it is at once just and honorable, and in view of this expression of 
national sentiments, her Majesty's government, whether optional with it 01' 

otherwise, could do no leAS than to sustain, at all haza.rds, the honor of the 
Castilian flag-a flag without stain, notwithstanding the unforeseen disas
ters and misfortunes through which the Spanish nation has had to pass for a 
long l>eries of years; a nation which never shrinks from any species of sac
l'ifice when ii is a question of maintaining ·her honor, an!l of vindicating 
her rights. . 

Her Majesty's government has been gratified to observe that a respecta-
1 I· E,ortion of the Unite,l States have expressed themselves openly and res
/.utCly against the criminal (~xcesses committed in the South; and relying, 
moreovet, upon the support which the cabinet of Wa.shington will meet from 
all good and sensible men, her Majesty's government hopes, also, that the 
iormer will succeed in suppressing and restraining all Rimilar misbehaviours. 

The undersigned has been instructed to inform the Government of the 
lTnited States, that the Captain-General of the island of Cuba has receiv
('d positive orders from her Majesty's govei'nment, efficiently to protect the 
persons and property of all Anglo-Americans establiRhed there, because, 
with the" same severity it has used towards the piratical imaders of Spanil~h 
If'rritory, it would likewise punish all who should attempt to commit any 
'ilfence against those respectable foreigners who )"e'side there under the 
::uspices of our good faith. 

Her MajestY's government fears, however, that if these agitations and 
these hostile designs should continue, the supreme authority of the island 
might be placed in such circumstances as hot to be able to avoid ordering 
:tU those who belong to the southern States out of it, and even to compel 
the United States' consul himself to quit, in case the Spanish consul in 
New Orleans should 110t have received due satisfaction. 

But this reparation, together with the indemnifications due' to those 
·Spa.niards who were deprived of their property by forcible me~ns, have 

he en verbally promised to the undersigned, who has communicated the faet 
to his government.' He has no doubt, therefore, but that he will soon re
"eive an explicit reply from the Hon. J. J. Crittenden on the subject which 
he earnestly requests, and he flatters himself with thl' hope that justice will 
!'lhortly repair the injuries and excesses which have been caused by inju.~
iice to the detriment of, tho!'le friendly relationR which existed between tha 
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two countries, to the lllutual advantage of both parties, and which are suit· 
able to both countriei<. ' 

The undersigned r~ne~s ~o the Hon. J. J. Crittenden the assurances of 
his distinguished comncleratlOn. 

A. CALDERON DE LA BARCA. 
Hon. J. J. CRITTENDEN, 

Al'fing ,';'l'l'l'etary of Statl' of the United States. 

81'I'J'etary of State to Mr. Calderon. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, November 13, 1851. 

'rhe un,lerRignecl, Secretary of State of the Un!ted Staj;eR, has the 
honor to acknowleclge the receipt of the note of Senor Don A. Calderon 
de la Barca rm ny extraorclinary and minister plenipotentiary' of her 
Catholic Majl'r-ty, 'of the Htlt of last month, upon the subj.ect· ~f the 
eXCeRl'eS committeel at N ('w Orleans upon the houRe of the Spamsh Consul, 
and :lIRO on tIll' pl'Opcl'ty of t'l'l'tain iHcliviclnalR, subjects of her Catholic 
~Iaic~ty. . 

~Ir .. CaMeron has "~riltrn flllel aetcll on this occasion, as well as on 
others growing out of similar occurrences, with his accuRtomed zeal, as well 
witlt fielelitv to hiR p:o\'cl'lIlnent; and he haR met, and will meet, on the 
part of that of the l' nitecl StateR, an entire readiness to listen most 
respectfully to his 1'eprcRentll.tionR, and to do all that honor, good iaith, 
and the friendly relatiollR ~ubf'iRting between the Fniterl States al!d Spain 
may appear to elemancl. , 

'1'he finlt rumor of the outrage at New Orleans induced the gov.ernment 
of the l'nited Statp~ to take immediate steps to become acquainted with 
the particnbr~. It wa~ regarrlea as a case in which the honor of the country 
was imolved: :l.llel, a~ MI'. Calderon has already been infornied by this 
Department; thc Attorney IIf the e nitI'd States for the District of Louisi! 
ana, wa~ iFlstructed to caURe inquiry to be made into the circumstallces at
tending the occnrrences, :tnel to report the same to this Department. 

'I'llI' i'eport of the District Attorney has heen received, and a copy of it 
is now communicatecl to ~Il'. Cahleron for his information. It is accom· 
panied, as will he perceived, by a statement of the Mayor of the City of 
New Orleans, whORe clut)" as well as whose inclination, led him t& make 
himself aC(lu~illted with everytl1ing which took place. 

From these authentic sources of information, it appears that, on the 
morning of the 21st of August, the steamer Crescent City arrived at New 
Orleans from Havana, with intelligence of the executioh of the fifty per· 
sons who Wl're captured near the coast of Cuba. Mr. Brincio, the Secre
tary of the Spanish Consul, was a passenger 'in the steamer, and was undel'
stoOlI to have heen entl'uste!l, by the Captain-General, with letters written 
hy the persons who were afterwarclf; executed, to their friends in the United 
States. lnst.all of putting these letters into the post-office at once, on 
his arrival, he retaine!l them as was alleged. This occasioned an impres
sion that he acted with great impropriety, and a report became current 
that the Consul had refused to deliver the letters when requested. Writ· 
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ten placards were accordi~gly posted up in the city, threatening an attack 
on the offiee of the Spamsh newspaper, called "La Union" during the 
?nsuing night. This attack was probably precipitated by a~ extra sheet 
Issued from the office of that paper, at half-past two o'clock in the afternoon 
giving an account of the execution of the fifty persons at Havana' as th~ 
attack was made between three and four o'clock the same aftern;on !lnd 
before the public authorities were or could be prepared to preye~t it. 
During the attack, however, no personal injury was oft'ered to anyone. 
Aftel:ward, attacks were made ~pon, coffee-houses and cigar shops kept by 
SpanIards. Between five and SIX 0 clock the same afternoon, lVI. Genoit! 
the Recorder of the First Municipality, hearing that an assault was threat: 
cned on t~e Consul's office, situated in that municipality, repaired thither, 
aecompamed by some of the police. He found the streetR filled with peo
ple, the doors of the office broken open, and seven or eight persons in the 
act of breaking and destroying the furniture. He commanded the rioters 
to. desist, and they withdrew, after obtaining possession of the Consul's 
sign, which they took to a public square and there burnct1. After the de
parturc of thc mob, the doors of the Consul's office were fastened up bv 
the officers, anci the police retircd, not apprehending that the attack would 
be renewed. Within an hour, however, the rioters retunted; forced thcir 
way into the oWce; destroyed all the remaining furniture; threw the 
archives into the street; defaced the portraits of the Quel'1l of Spaill, and 
of the Captain-General of Cuba; and tore ill pieces tlte flag whieh they 
fouIlll in thc office. This is lJelicH',l to hc a trlle aeeollllt of t'vcl'vtlJin" 
matcrial which took place. . " 

'rho undersigned has now to ::;ay, that the Excclltiyf' O"Yel'lllllcllt of 
the United State::; regardtl theOlc outrages Ilot only as unjuOltifiable, but as 
disgraceful acts, and a flagrant breach of duty and pl'opriety, and that it 
disapproves them as' seriously, and regrets them :lK dc('ply, as either Mr. 
Calderon or his government can possibly do. The Spanish Ctlllsul was ill 
this t:ountty discharging official dutie!;, aIllI protected not only by thc 
pl:inciples of public and national law, but also by tho cxprt'ss stipulations 
of treaties; and the undersigned is directed to give to Mr. Calderon, to be 
communicated to his government, the President's assurance that these 
events have caused him great pain; and that he thinks a proper acknow
ledgment is due to her Catholic Majesty's government. But the outrage, 
nevertheless, was one perpetrated by a mob, composed of irresponsible per
sons, the names of none of whom are known to this Government; nor, so 
far as the 'Government i::l informed, to its otficers or agents in New Orleans. 
And the undersiO'ned is happy' to assure Mr. Calderon, that neither any 
officer or afl'ent ~f the government of the United States, high or low, nor 
any officer ~f the state of Louisiana, high or low, or of the municipal gov
ernment of the city of New Orleans, took any part in the procecding, so 
far as appearl:!, or. gave it any degree of COUllteIHtlICe whatever. On the 
contrary, all these officers and agents, according to the authentic accounts 
of the mayor amI distriqt attorney, did all which the sudtlennestl of the 
occasion would allow to prevent it. 

o • The assembling of mobs happens in all countries; popular violences oc-
casionally break o~t everywhere, setting law at defiance, trampling 011 the 
rights of citizens and private men; 'and sometimes on thol:!o of public offi
cera, and the agents of foreign ~overnmentfl, el'lpecially entitled to prot('c-
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tiou. In these cases the public faith and national honor require, not only 
that suoh outrages should be diflavo~fe.r1. ut .also that. the perpetr~tor.s of 
them should be punisheJ, whererer It]· vsslble t? brmg ~hem ~o Justice: 
and further, that full 8ati~faction should ')e ma~e m cases m whICh a ~utJ' 
to tha,t effect rests with the government, accordmg to the geneml prmcl-
pIes of law. public faith. and the oblig?'tion of .treaties. .. 

:Mr. Calderon thinks that the enormIty of thIS act of popular VIolence IS 

heightened by its insult to thc flag of Spai~. . Tl~e Govern~ent. of the 
United States would earnestly deprecate :tny mdlgmty offered III thIS COUll

try, in time of peace, to the flag of a nation so ancient, so respecta1;l1s1 so 
reuowned ao; Spain. Xo wonder that ~Ir. Calderon should be proud, and 
t hat all patriotic Spaniards of this generation should be .proud of that Cas
tilian ensiO'n which in times past has been reared 80 hIgh and waved su 
often ove~ fields of acknowledged and di:>tinguished valor; and which haH 
floated, also, withuut "tain on all scas, and e~pecially, in early days, 011 

those seas which washed the shores of all the Indies. . 
Mr. Ca,lderoll may be assured that the Government of the United Statof; 

does not and cannot dl:~ire to witness the desecration or degradation of the 
national ballner of his country. It appears, however, that in point of fact 
no flag was actually flying or publicly exhibited when the outrage took 
place; but this can make no difference in regard to the real nature of the 
offence or its enormity. The persons composing the mo~ knew that they 
were offerille; iusult and injury to an officer of her Catholic Majesty, resid
ing in the tTnited States under the sanction of laws and treaties; and, 
therefore, their conduct admits of no justification. Nevertheless, iih-. Cal· 
deron and his government are aware that recent intelligence had been re· 
ceived from Hayana-, not a little calculated to excite popular feeling in a 
great city, and to lead to popular excesses. If this be no justification, as 
it certainly is none. it llIay still be taken into yiew, and regarded as showing 
that the outrage, howeH'r flagrant, was committed in the heat of blood, 
and not in pursuanco of any predetermined plan or purpose of injury or 
insult. 

The ptloplo of the rutted States arc al'custolllcd, in all cases of alleged 
crime, to slow and aautious inveHtigatioll und deliberate trial before sen
tence of condemnation is pa,.;se,l, huwcver apparent or however enormous 
the imputed offence may he. X 0 wonder, therefore, that the information 
of the execution, so !.-Ioun aftcr their arre~t, of the persons above referred 
to-most of whom were known in New Orleans, and who were taken, not 
in Cuba, but at sea, endeavoring to e~ea.pe from the island - should haH1 
produced a belief, however erroneous, that they had been executed without 
any trial whatever, caused an excitement ill the city, the outbreak of which 
the public authorities were unable for the moment to prevent or control. 

Mr. Calderon expresses the opinion that not only ought indemnification 
to be made t6 Mr. Laborde, her Catholic Majesty's Consul, for injury and 
loss of property, but that reparation is due also from the Government of 
the Unite~ States to those Spaniards residing in New Orleans whose pro
~rty was mjured or destroyed by the mob; .and intimates that such repa
tlon had be.en verbally .promised to him. The undersigned sincerely regrets 
that any IDlsapprehenslOn should have grown up out of any conversation 
between Mr. Calderon and officers of this Government on this unfortuna.te 
and unpleasant affair; but while this Government has manifested 1t willing-



• 
65 l 1 J 

ues~ and ut;termination to perform e\'ory duty which une frientlly nation 
has Il right to expect from another, in cases of this kind, it supposes thnt 
the rights of the Spani6h Consul, a public officer residinO' here under tlll' 
p19tection of the United States Government, are quite dift~l'ent from those 
of the .. Spanish;subjects who have come into the country to mingle with OUI' 

own citizens, and here to plll'Sue their private 1nl'in('~~ and objects. 1.'Il' 
former may claim special indemnity; the latter arc entitle41 to Hueh pl'otee. 
tion a::l is afforded to our own citizeu:> . 

.. i,While, therefore, the losse~ of indiviJu:J.ls, priY;H4' ;-;puni;-;h ~'l;'.i:'ct .. ' .. are 
g\'eatly to be regretted, yet it i::l understood that Jll,tI!y c\IiH'ri"<lll t'itizen~ 
sqffere<i equal losses from the same cause. And lh\·~I.' private inuividua1s, 
lIubjects of her Catholic :\lajedty, coming volentarily to re;;ide in 1 h,· Ullitcd 
State[l, have certainly no cause of complaint, if they are protected by the 
sarno law and the :,lame administration uf law a~ lw.tiH··hol'l1 eiti7.cll~ of this 
country. They.have, in fact, some advantagei::i over eil iZI~u::; of the ~lat·] in 
which they happen to he, inasmuch as they are enahleu, until they become 
citizens them8clve~, to proi::iecute for any injuries l10uc ttl theil' PCl';!OW; or 
property in ·the courts of the United States, or the ~;;tatc court", at their 
electioll. The Prel:lident is of opinion, as already stated, 'that ft·r obYiou~ 
reasoutl the case of the COllsul i::l different, alld that the GoYel'llHlcut of thc 
United States shoukl provide for }Ir. Laborde a just indemnity; and :I 

recommendation to that effect will be laid before Congress at ;,'1 ('".d) 
period of its approaching session. Thil:l is all which it i::; ill hi::; I",wer tu 
do. 'rhe case may be a new one; but the President, being of opinion tlwt 
Mr. Laborde ought to be indcrnnifiCll, hal:lllot th"l!.~llt it llce('~.';!r;: I" ~I~areh 
for precedent;;. 

In conclusion, the ulllh.'l"oip:llI"l has to ::iay, tktt if :JIr. Lab·,r.!.; sh" 11 
return to. his no:;t, or any othl.'l' 'Oolll:;ul for New Odc;tllcl ::shall be ;']'j,ull!l('·l 
by her Cath~lic Maj~sty's Government, the offic~n; of thi.- ;';"\ ('rttlllt'll1, 

resident in that city, will 1w instructed to recC'l\" and treat ]l"ll Wlth 
courtesy and with ~ national 8alute to the fiacr of his ~hir, if 11" ::;hall 

.' 0 
arrive in a Spanish \'c,;~cl, a:J a demonstration of re::;*t, l:iuch r~.) Ill;> Y 
signify to him and to his government, the sense entcrtained by the ,t,:;""erll
ment of the United Statel:l Pi' the gro"" injustice 41n~le hio l'l'l',j(,"""'''1' by 
It I8.wlesi:I mob, n:-; well a~ the indigilitY311cl insult '&"i,:11 il'y it til ;1. J':;if:i:~ll 
State, with which t\JC United Statt:s arc, and "i~;1 ('H1" to l'l'lIlaill (Ill 

. terms of the most respectful awl pacific illterC')l\r;'t'. 
The undersigned avail~ hillltlelf.ot: thj~ occa:oiull .to ofr~r to JLI'. C,d,lcl'Ull 

renewe.d assurances of Ins most dlstmgmshed CU1).'lilcratlOn. 
II.\NIEL WEBS'!'Ell.. 

It To Scum' D~n A. CALDEROX DE LA BIllel, &c., S:r., &e. 

[]'ralt~lation.] 

.fIr. Calderon to tlte Secretary of ,')'tule. 

I,\..l)':" Ll:t;.\TION OF SI'AJ~, e, \VASHI~GT01i, 
-'(l~~ , Washington, JV'ovcmbel' 14, 1~5L 

The undersigned, enyoy extraordinary'and minister pleIli~otentjary frolll 
ller Catholic Majalty, b,ls the honor to acknowledge the receJpt of the nof f' : 
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. addressed to him by the Hon. Daniel Webster, Secretary of State of the 
United States, date~l the 13th instant, in answer to the communication of 
the undersiO'ned, dated the 14th ultimo. 

The und~rsigned will lose no time in brin~ing thi~ document to the 
knowledge 'of his goyernment; and he entertams the confident hope that 
Mr. Webster's note, both as regards its substance, and as ~egards the 
friendly spirit in which it is conceIved, will prove satisfactory t~ t~e queen's 
(TOVrrmnent, and will not fail to have the effect of re-estabhshmg those 
I~'iendly relations which have so long and so happily ~ubsisted between her 
::vlajesty's government and the government of the Umted States, upon that 
accustomed footing o~ cordial~y :\'hich it has ev~r ~een the earnest desire, 
as well as the duty of the ul1llT!rsigned, to see mamtamed between the two 
nations. 

The undersi(rned aHils himself of this opportunity to renew to the Hon. 
Daniel Webste~' the assurances of his high consideration. 

A. CALDERON DE LA BARCA. 

' . 

• kUng :::Jecretar!l 0./ State to .J\I/I'. Calderon. 

DEPARTlIlEXT OF STATE, . 

Washington, Septclnber 6, Hi;j1. 
II haying heen anllounced, both by telegraph and in the newspapers of 

this date, that Lopez has heen capture(1 and executed, and that one hundred 
ami fifty-flY~ men under his command have been arrested, the undersigned, 
Acting- Secretary of State of the United States, has the honor of addressing 
himself to his Excellency, Don A. Calderon de la Barca, envoy extraordi
nary and minister plenipotentiary of her Catholic Majesty, for the purpose 
of ascertaining from him, whether he is the possessor of any certain infor
mation on the subject, and in that event, to beg that he will be pleased to 
communicate th.ame to this Department. 

In the event of these facts, relative to the execution of Lopez amI the 
seizure of his command, being true, as is generally stated, the undersigned 
avails hilBself of this opportunity to submit the following remarks to his 
Excellency Don A. Calderon de la Barca ;-

During the several hostile attempts which have been made upon the 
island of Cuba, the government of the United States has never h~sitated to 
pursue the course which was pointed out to it by the stern dictates of duty, 
whether in putting forth all its executive energies to prevent any violation 
of existing laws, or to punish those of its officers who had failed to execute;. 
or exhibited any criminal backwardness in the execution of sllch laws. In 
view of these considerations, and of the tragical antecedents connected with 
this last expedition; ill view, also, of the peculiar state of excitement under 
"'hi~h the popular mind is still laboril~g, consequent upon the summary pro
('eedlllgs agamst the 'party of Amencans captured at Bahia Honda, the 
government of the Umted States would be much gratified to learn tha. this 
Excelle~cy, Mr. Calderon, had used the influence of his high position in 
persuadlllg the Governor-General of Cuba to treat the unfortwtate party of 
citizens of the United States, reported to have lately been captured, wtth 
that leniency which so becomes a magnanimous conqueror, and which, as in 
this case, (·.ol)ld not fail til strengt.hen the cause of her Majesty, l,~' showing to 
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the worl~, that ev~n. in the !niutit of the lI~ost aggravating eirCulllstances, 
the ,Spamsh auth?:ltIes can hsten ,to !he VOIce of humanity, and appreciate 
thN .. happy~osltlon of those mIsgmded men who have been lured on to 
ie'$~~lJction by false repre~eritation.s. ~t may b:=- said, on the part of Spain, 
that the su.mmary e.xecutlon of Mr: Cnttenrlen s party was an indispensable 
act of J?qhcy, reqUIred by the eXIgency of the oe.casion, and necessary to 
deter pthers from ~aking similar attempts in future; Lut any violence or 
undue austerity, which may be pursued against the party of Americans 
lately captured, would only tend to exasperate the puLlic mind in this 
. country. Now that the principal instigator of these outrages is out of the 
way, any harsh measures against these defenceless men would probahly he 
made the plQa for new commotions, and he represented as the unnecesSary 
outpourings of a revengeful spirit; whereas, by a course of lenity and 
mercy, the storm of passions which at present rages in portions of this coun
try might be appeased, and the asperities felt by tho!!e who have lost friends 
or relations by the first executions, considerably softened down. 

The undersigned begs Mr. Ca'lderon distinctly to understand, that no 
ri~ht is now claimed on the part of this Government to interfere, officially, 
WIth regard to this matter; but that the foregojng remarks are offered, as 
simply embodying the private wishes of this Gov('fIl!llent, and as worthy the 
consideration of one so eminently humane and kindly disposed as her Cath-

, olic Majesty's representative in the United States. 
'rhe undersigned has the honor to rmew to ;\1 r, Calderon tllP a~sl\ I anf'(' 

of his distinguished consideration. 
WM. S. DERRICK, Jlcting Secretary, 

.I1cting Secretary oj State to Mr. Calderon. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, September 30, 1851, 

SIR: The Same spirit of hllmanity which dictated my note to you of the 
26th insta'nt in favor of'Robert M. Grider, now impels ml! to appeal once 
more to you~ ~ood offices in behalf of another of t,he late Cuban expe(~ition
ists-J. C. Bngham, a youth of respectable fam,lly, and a n~~r relatIve ?f 
the Hon. S. W. Downs, U. S. Senator from the State of LoulSlana, who, It 
appears, has personally addressed a c.ommunication to you .upon .the ~Ilbject .. 
I-transmit a copy of his letter to thIS Department resrec~mg ?IS lonsman, 
of whose fate the family have, so far, receI~ed no certam mtelhgence. 

In appealing to your own well-known kmdn~ss of heart, I lm~w I do not 
appeal ill vain; but I could most fervently WIsh t~at, the Spamsh govern-

. ment might evince its moderation and its magnamn:lt,Y by a sponta~eous 
grant of pardon to the survivors of the Lopez expedItIon, together WIth a 
formal permission to the fam~lies of ~hose who were executed, or ,who ?ther
wiSe perished, to remove theIr remams, whel'eYer they may be found m the 
islaqd, for interment in the United States. ", .,' 
'Suchanact, on the part of Spain, could no~ fml, 1. I~y opmlOn, to pr~

duce a most salutary effect at this moment In the Umted States, and It 
wouldllssuredly receive the sanction ,of the civilized world. 

I am~,sir, with distinguished consideration, your obedi~nt servant, 
j' J. J. CRITTENDEN, 

.I1cting Sec?"etary oj State. 
Senor Don A. CALDE~ON DE LA BARCA, &r" &c. 
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Jlcting Secretary of State to Mr. Barringtr. 

[No. 42.] DEPARTMENT OF S"PATE, 
Washington, 6th Octuber, 1851. 

SIR: At the rrqucst of ?-.Tr. R F. de Bow, of Charleston, ~outh Ca!o
lilla 1 tralJ~i1lit a If'ttpl" whi, L is addressed to you, hat sent hIther by hIm, 
OJlel~, for Illy P?I"USHI, alll! '.L mjl~" of his co.mmunicatio~ to this .Department, 
of t11£' :2~Jth U1t1l110, rt'spt'ctmg Ills brother-Ill-law, EdwIn. Q. J3eII, one of tlle 
Cuban expeditionists. I ("a:,nnt hf'sitate to comply wIth Mr. De Bow's 
WiRllf'S, an:l I cordially join him in soliciting, as an ~ct of hUInal1i.ty, y6ti~ 
\Inofficial intercession with 1 he Spanish government, In fayor of thIs young 
111 an . 

Sir, I would go further. I would ask you to exel:cis.e whatever personal 
;md pri..-ate influence you w;,,)" possess, and to use It In whatever manner 
you may think most likely to ("omlOand success with her Majesty, the 
(~uecn ~f Spain, in hehalf (',f all the sur .... iyors of the late Lopez expedition. 

-r do not i!ltend to gjyf' YOIl formal ami official instructions or orders on this 
dplie:dl' alll\ p.:infid ~::d'.i,C"t; lllll I C;]lIllot g.l fill' wrong illl'equ('stin'g 
,Y0li, il:~ [lll _'\m:'!'i:"::lJ, to d:) ;'11ytbiag YOIl can, informally, to procure the 
pardo!l aid r."l(·a~(· of those (11' }ulll' Hllf,)rtllnatp countrymen WllO han' been 
",'lIt pli'~"I""~ j,""II; {'l1kl to SpaiH. 

I 11:(1-'" Lllt-Iy Jlad (I("(':lSion tu \!l"kf' npplications to :Mr. Calderon de la 
lb 1'1''', the ,""h,llent and humane !\rinister of her Majesty near the Go\"
nnment of the United States, to enlist his kin(] offices ill favor of particu
lar inrlivj(luals of the late exper\ition, who ha .... e, like young Dell, been sent 
Tn Spain; anrl I HOW tran!;mit, for your information, a copy of one of these 
illites, which is dated the 30th ult., in which I availed myself of the oppor
tnnity to express my fervent "ish that thp Spanish gowrnment might come 
tot he determination of p:mlolling tlH' whole of tll{'se unfortunate persons; 
arld:ng. also, what I firmly helieved, that an act of clemency and grace 
like tbi,;, 011 the part of her Majesty. eould not fail to be attended by the 
most salutary COIISt"q1l1'He('S ;,t this lllOmellt in the United Stah's; and that 
it would c('rtainly receive tIl(' sanction of the civilized world. 

} also send, for your information, .. copy of a despatch which I thought 
it proper In address to _\Ir. _\. F. 0\\"1'11, IlIP Consul of the Cnited States 
at HaY;llla, on the suhjl'ct of obtaininO" permission for the families of the 

"e\c(:easecl to remove to the lTnitf'd States the remains of those of the late 
Lopez (·~pedition who '~'prp executed, or v.ho otherwise perishc,l in Cuba. 
I transmIt, at tllf' same t 11]\<", anotlwr despatch from this DepartmeQt 10 Mr. 
Owen, dated the :!9th ultimo. " 

Thl'. Consnl.hns.IH'>'1I lnstruct(~ltll furnish to his GoYcrnment, ample and 
('x.!e:t mformatlOn III reganl to the l'ec('nt traO"ic evclIts which tack placc ill 
tIll' island. You will, of course, not filii totolcommllnicate all the informa
tioll withil~ y(lU~' reach,. which may 1.laH' .any bearing on the same subject, 
a!HI ('speclfIJly III relatwll 10 those Americans who have been sent, or who 
lIlay llereaflf'r be ~("11~ ;os criminals to I'pain. Theil' families an(\ friends, 1 
Ian\' ~ay the whole '\IIJI'rj'",1/1 people, arc interested in their fate. 

t ollr dp"[1i1tchrs, to .:\ o. 07 inclusiw, havc been rerrin'd at tllis Devart-
nlf'nt. ~ 

.1 am. sir, respectfully. your obedi('ut servant, 
J. J. CRITTENDEN, .... 

D. l\l. BARRlNGF.R, I·:~:,., &c., &c .. &e .• JI-fod;£d. 
.llcting 8ecrefm:y. 
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. ''Secretary of State'to .1111'. Barringer. 

INo.43.] DEPARTMENT OF STA1'E, 

. Wasldllf{ton, Octobel' 29, 1801. 
SIR: I transmit a copy of a communication addressed, on tIlt' Hth inst., 

to this Department by P. Hamilton, Esq., the U. S. District '''"ttorney at 
Mobile; a!ld the petition to the .queen of Spain, which came encloset!, sigllt·, I 
by a consl~lerable number of cltJz:ens of Alabama, soliciting the rJenwney 
of ~er Majesty t'!.wards the Amcnealls lately captured in Cllha, awl seltt to 
~~ . 
. The Pr~s~dent wishes you to.I~se no tin~e, a~ter the I Cl'tipi of this despatch, 
mr~cer~a!mng, .thl'oug:h the ~lVhms.t~r of F or~lgn R.elations of Spain, whethr 
Iier Majesty Will receive thiS pehtlOn, antllf so, III \",hat manner it WIll h.· 
most agreeable to her that it should be presented. 
, You may inform the Minister that, although the people, as well :1~ thf' 

qqy.ernment of the Uniterl State.:. entirely cond.rmn the bte attempt iljl"ll. 

!he Island of Cuba, both w~uld h,· greatly .gratlfied to) learn lh:11 Lu :\L:· 
,Jesty had been pleased to lIsten t,) the nnee Qf mercy, antI til ",1"1111 hr·], 
sovereign graCE; to the unfortunate Americans who wen' Illisler! 3nrl 'i',lil«·d 
by Lope7., antI t.he other eonfe(lrrai;e:-; of l.is (lesigns; to 1181'1;"1[::,1,' ill lh:il 

• ~riminal and ill-fated expc(liWJn. ~, " .., 
I am, sir, respectfull), your obedient servant, 

DANIEL WEBSTER. 
D. M. BARRINGER, Esq., &c., &c . • ~Iadrid. 

DEPARnm:-iT Of.' ST.\TJ:. 

Washington, September 29, l8GI. 
SIR: I am directed by the President to instruct you to prepare awl ~enrl 

to this Department a full and detailed account. of the oCCurrences r:onnPl·ted 
with the late invasion of Vuba, hy a body of men from the l~nift·d States; 
and, particularly, to furnish all the informat.ion in your power f'ol1cf'tning 
the. capture, trial, and execution of one part of that bod r, and the captllr~, 
trial, and detention of the remaining part. The President is t1f·"irous of 
ll~certaining the fate of those who may now be held in captivity; whetht'r 
they are still in Cuba, or hqve been sent elsewhere, and. what liflS been, or 
may now be their treatment irom the local authorities. 

It is reported in the public papers that a number of these llIen have bef'1l 
sent to Spain. If these reports are correct, you will please state under 
what circumstances they were sent thither; whether they have hpen tried 
and condemned in Cuba, and if so, t.o what punishmellt; or, if they Wf'rl' 

transported for the purpose of undergoing trial; ane, if the former, if it 1.11' 
practicable to do so, you ,will transmit copies of the judicial pro""pding~ 
which were had on the occasion. 

The President is especially anxious to receiYe a fuller statellH:ut tktn YOII 

have yet givcn of your own COurse of proceeding during thcs(' OCCUl'J'cnces. 
He trusts that nothing was omitted on yoUI' part, in your official charac
ter, to securc to these men such prh~ileges as, influenced by motives of 
humapity and magnanimity, the Captain-General might be willing to extend 
to them; and that, in yonr private intercou),se, YOll affordpd thpm all tl1(' 
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• 
attentioll an~1 sympathy of which their cont\ition :':118 susceptihle, and :which, 
from the relation you bore to them as a fellow cItizen, they had a rIght to 
expect and to receiye from you. 

The Presillent has felt himself much embarrass~d ~or the want. of that 
'precise and authentic information whi~h is now mVIted, ane) whICh was 
ronfi!\ently expected from yO~l, e~ncermng the recent ~vents m. Cuba, an!~, 
respecting the deluded and mIsgUIded men who, folloWIng .the Impulselil, OI 

an ill-directed cnthusiasm, havf suffered such heavy aflhctI~ns a~ to have 
awal~ened the sympathil's of their Gm,ermnent and country In thell' fate. 

Enclosed is a duplicate of the letter addressed. to you 0!l the 1st Instant. 
I am, SIr, &c., • 

, W. S. DERRICK, 
A. F. 0\\'£1\, Esq., .fJrting Se~retary. 

('uI/Illl of the Ulli/u] States, Hal'mla. 

DEPARTMEXT OF STATE, 

JVrlSMngton, Septe1nbe1' 29, 1851. 
SIR: Fn'qnent applications ha \'e heen made, (In!1 others will no doubt he 

made to the Departmcnt or State, praying for tht· interposition of the Gov
ernment to enable the families of those who w~e lately executed in Havana, 
to procure the mortal remains of their deceased ]'(:·latiYes for decent inter
Incnt in their nntiH' land. Those 'who mnke Ihis appeal are among tlw 
most virtuous of our citizens, and their priYate grid' dp~el'\'('~ and eom
mands 15eneral respect and sympathy. 

Ha,ving been just called upon by the Presi(lent to assume the temporary 
ch<lrge of this Department, it becomes one of my first dl1ties to call yom: 
special attention to the natural wishes on this subject, of the parents, rela
tives and friends r)r the Americans, "'ho, fatally connecting themselws with 
General Lope7. in his latc attempt on ClIba, were enptured an(1 shot at 
Havana. • 

Those who met this fate were mostly inexperienced Y0l1t1.8, who h(ld evi
dently been enticed allll beguile!1 11)' false lures and misrepresentations; but 
it is not doubte(l that they were animated at the same time by impulses 
which, under propel' circumstances, would haY£' done them honor, and se
cured for them the approbation of the world. They were unquestionably 
the dupes of Lopez', a Spanish subject, amlof other individuals, whose mo-, 
tives this is not the time, nor indeed haw I the (Iisposition to criticise. 

The liws of these victims haw atoned for all the follies they committed, 
(lml the roy,d authority of Spain, against whom all their acts were aimed, 
hns exercised a terrible retribution upon the invaders. 

The most of th~ v~ctims, we know, were very young, and I yenture to cle
dare my own convIctlOn, that they had not the remotest idea of the crime they 
\~'ere committing, but ,:\'e~'e influe~ced rather by a ·misguided enthusiasm for 
liberty than .by (lny cl'lll1lnal. motive. Had they indeed comprehended the 
cruel deceptlOns rea~ly practIsed upon them, and which many of the~ dis
covered only when It was too late, they never would have embarked m the 
ill-fated, the criminal enterprise, the catastrophe of which has rendered 
necessaty this appeal from their surviving familie~. 
• I will no longer dwell on these melancholy events; my principal objec't 
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ill; elilli!J.g your attention to the subject at a!l. being 10 request you 10 rccei,'c 
wI,th kmdnefltl all those persons who may VISIt Havana on this sad business' 
and! t? furni~h t?em with every facility, private and official, that will ai<i 
them In flertormmg the mournful duty that carries them thither . 
. I do net .permit myself for a moment to suppose that the Colonial or 

.spanish Government will con~ider these. wishes, or any efforts you may 
beipleased to make to effect theIr accomplIshment, as either offensive or im
proper. Their indignation against the late invaders of Cuba I trust and 
beJieve, is now buried in that untimely gravc to which Ollr gallant but delu
!led fe1low-citizens have been doomed. Their moulderino-bones have lono

'since ceased to be fit objects of resentment. _ ~ b 

I lim, sir, &c. 
J. J. CRITTENDEN, 

J1cting Secretar!J. 
A. F. OWEN, Esq., 

United States Con:sul, Havana. • 

.11r. Webster to .1[r. ]Jllrrill[!,'I'r. 

[No. -i8.] DEPARTClIEXT OF ST.\TI-:, 

rrf/s/t IlIgtOIl, ,IVIJ/'('mhel" :?(i, J ~;j1. 
SIR: YOU!' despatt;hes to :Ko. ()~I, iuclusin', have been received. I am 

happy to inform you that the complaints of her Catholic Majesty's ~ovei"ll
ment respecting insults to the Spanish Consul and flag by a mob (-~t New 
Orleans, and other acts of violence against the property of her suhjects in 
this,country, all occasioned by the excitement growing out of the laie in
vasion of Cuba and its incidents and consequences, have been made the 
~llbje'Ct of a correspondence betwee'n this department aJid .i\Ir. Calderon, 
her Majesty's minister here. A copy of this correspondence is herewith 
transmitted to you, by which you will perceiyc that those complaints haye 
been met by the Government of the Qnited States in a manner satisfactory 
to the representative of Spain., Her Catholic Majesty's govermnent mllst 
be too just to supt10Se for a moment either that the Government of the 
United States has connived at the several invasions of' Cuba by persons pro
ceeding from our ports, or that anything within the power of the Government 
has been omitted for preventing those invasions and' for punishing those 
concerned in them. ,It has nm,v been many mon1hs that these hostile de- , 
signs against Cuba have occupied the attention of the Government of the 
United States, from week to week and from day to day. The most zealous 
efforts have been made to bring to condign .punishment all who Imve been 
disposed to yiolate the laws of their own l'ountry by making war upon a 
Spanish possession. Her Catholic Majesty's government is quite well 
aware that the principal instigator of this criminal invasion of Cuba, and 
leader of the expedition, was one of her Majesty's subjects, who Came to 
this country and abused its hospitality by inducing American citizens, mostly 
young,and ill-informed persons, to embark i~l his cause and follow his stand
ard. There is good reason to belie\"e, that uut for his agency and that of 
other Spaniards who had come to the country, no expedition again~t Cuba 
would ever haH' been set on foot. The policy of the United St,.'ttt's is tlH" 
policy of peace, lIutil there shall arise just cause of wnr. The ('olonies oJ 

\. 
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Spain are lJ,oar to our OWII sllOJ't·~. .Our eO~\Il~erCC with them is large and 
important, and the records of the (h~lomat.1C m.tercoursc between. ~he two 
,~ountries willll1anitest to her CatholIc l\faJe~ty s government ROW smcer~ly 
and how steauily the l'nited Slat('~ has mal1lf('~ted t?C hope that no poht:
cal changes might lead to a tr~ll1sfer o~ t~lese eololl1l:s from .her .M~J~s.ty s 
crOWll. If there i~ orll' aWllllg the ('xlshng governments of the Clv.lhz~d 
world wlljeh for a 10110' ('onrse of years, has diligently sought to mamtam 

, ;:,. f I '-'t d St ami('able relatiolJs with Spain, it is the Govcrnmlmt 0 t IC ullle· 'at~s. 
Not only does the correspondence bt:'l'.veen .the two goyernm~nts .show this, 
hut the same truth is t'~tabljshed l,y the lnstory of the legislatIon .of the 
eountr)' anI! the general eourse of the exe:utive·g~Y~rlllnt:nt. In this rece~ 
invasion, Lopez and his fellow subj,'I'1s III .thc Umted States s.llcce.eded In 

deluding a few hundn:(l men by a long contlllued and srstematI.c mlsrev~e
o:entatioll of the political condition or tl.e isl~nd, .al:d of the wlshe's oilts 
inhabitanb. And it i~ not for the purpOi'l' ot rf'Ylnng unpleasant recollec
tions that hn l\Iajesty's gOH'rlllnent is reminded that it is not many years 
siner the l"ommercc of tlJl' United StCltcs sutT .. red ~cwrely from armed boats 
and ycssels which found reftwc illll) !'heltcr in tIle ports of the Spanish 
j~lamk These, iolat"r); of thL':'law, these authors of gross yiolellce towards 
the ('it ir:t'ns of this rqmblie, were finally suppressed, 1I0t by any effort of 
the Spanish authol'il il':-, but by the adi, ity and yigiianee of our navy. 
This, how~' ('1', was not iH'l'otnplishe,1 but by the efforts of scyeral years, 
1101' ulltillUallY valuable lives, as well as a vast amount of property, had 
heel! lost. \'mollg' ot hers, LieutL'llal1t Allen, a very Yaluable and d~stin
guished (Ifiil'l'r ill (Ill; 1l'1YilI sen it:., 1)[' tllC ['!litetl States, was killed in an 
ildioll with tillY' banrlitti. 

~ill thi', is 11(,1 s.!jrl for the purpose of waking or rcncwing complaints, 
(';1 her of the violation II!' JrC1ty obligations or of unjustifiable remissness 
ag(lin:;t 111': governtlll'ut of Spain or the .;uthoritics of the islands. But it 
may 1,.. brought to the notice of the Spanish gOYernment, as one of the 
lOllst:qucncts which !I!<1} ~();netimes tlo\\' hom the conduct of men disposed 
to.carry on c!'iminal enterprjse~, and fwored in the execution of such entcr
l'ri~('g by the contiguity of the possessions of the two governments. 

The Spanish islilnds lie llear the (loast of America, and the usc of steam 
.. has rendered the pa~sat::c frolll one to the other short; but while this facili

~at('s the accomplishment of the purposes of wrong-doers, on the other hand 
It augments the means of g.oYernment ~o plir~ue, oTertake and disperse them, 
~)r lmng- them to pl.'o~er tl'lal awl pUnIshment. In truth, steam has greatly 
lI1l'l'easeu the proxllluty between Cuba and the lJnited States. ,\Ve have 
beCOUlt·. 1Il~lch lJearer lleighLors than formerly, ami the duty which this new 
~itate of tlungs (levolves on both governments, is to keep a closer and stricter 
watch t'n their subjects and citizens respeetively, in order that no yiolation 
of treaty oblig-iltjom, and no interruption of the peace and amity existing 
hetweell the two governments lllay toke place. And this duty will be per
forme(l. ~Il the par.t of the united States, diligently and faithfully, in the 
true spl.nt of treaties, as .well as in the proper execution of the laws. You 
arc at !therty to commUlllcate these observations to the Government of her 
CatltOlie .:\:lajesty. . 

I ha\'e now to call yoUI' attention t.o auother subject of much interest. 
We .h<l\'e learned that a hu~dred and. SIxty-two of the persons captured on 
the Island of Cu?a, as havmg constItuted a part of Lopez's forces, have 
hl'l'n sent to Spam. We have no official information respecting tht'ir trial 
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or sentence, or of their subsequent destination, but it is generally reported 
that they have been, or are to be sent to the mines. The Government of 
the United State9' has admitted that these violators, both of the law of na
tion~ and ~f the laws of their own country; have no legal claim for its pro
techon. 'et .they are men, and most ofthem ignorant -or deluded men. It 
cannot be demed that they are, as such, objects of compassion, cllld 1 think 
I may sa~ that severe J1uni~~ment in~icted on so many persons, for an at
tempt whIch has etided m a iculure so sIgnal, and for an offence, which, how
eyer grave, has already been expiated by the .Jivrs of a majority of thosr 
wh? participated in it, might be regarded as inconsisfent wIth feelings of 
humanity, and that generosity of sentiment which may, not unreasonably, 
be looked for from the sovereign of a great nation .. This seems to haye 
been the sentiment entertained by the Captain-G('neral of Cuba, under the 
influence of which he parclon('d sewral of the captiY('s; and hpr Maj('sty's 
Government may be assure(l that this wi:,,' and wpll-considcred exercise of 
clcmency anci mercy, has produced the ],l'~t effects in this country. He has 
said that, in the t'xeeutions onlerell by him, he all.,,] under a ('onviction of 
the absolute necessity of :,etting- an e:~ampl(' which niif~h1 dder others fi';,lJl 

the pf'rformanrc of acts of similar criminality. That exalnple hns been ~et 
by the infliction of a p~mi~hment ;lS prompt as it w;],; awful, by the ('~('I'n
tion of fifty person~. The knowlrrig(" of thrir miserable fatc has ],,>('n car-
ried to ewry man in tlli., ('ountry, and 8))),·.111 :111'0\-1'1" lit,' world. . 

Is not thi<; enongh? Can ('xarnplc be matle more terrifi('? C"'I't:.inlyan 
act of df'T.lcnCY Oil the palt of the SpaJl;~h govel'lll1li'llt ('ouM 1,\11 lIOW Ii<' 
thought a Syrili)tolI1 of a,n'aknpss. l\Liy not Hw sword of .illst;c" j,,' rio\\' 
sheathed withont dnno'pr, '!DII tilt· Yoil'" of' ,'i.l'iqiall hllrnnnity Ioe allowf'il 
-to be heanl? And e~cn if tb~ Spani~h go, ,·rlll tl!' II [ ,' .. It t'litN'[;]in no ~reat " 

, ieeling of compassion for tlu',;(, '[I 'Iudi'd allli oilf.'l1dill~ 1Ilf'1l t]."III:;"]Y"", i:; il 
.n~)t highly jll"t and pl'opf'rol0 ('ollsic!,'!' 1 hat the) llan' frif'.ntl~: ,11M fa~ilies, 
dIstressed father~ awl lHilthcrs, wef']1Illg' In'others and SI~[f'I'''. all ot them 
unofi'ending, ant! some of them 1110St l't'spedahle person", .\ppli(·'ltioll has 
beell made; for the interposition of 111t' kind fJiii,'cS of tbis (;'" el'lIIllf'lIt fl'OlIl 
ratiJers whose son:", Ihoughtlf'sS yo ling illt'll, :-,,,dlll:"li Ity [lif' drort" of L?pez 
and his associates, clopI'd from tltf'ir "WlI hOlIl"'; OIl1d .i";IIf'd 1l1P ('Xpedltion 
without the knowledge of tlwir lriclllk ] alii 01\\ aI'" that, ill re~:anl to th.' 
results of thf' Cuban invasion, all ,',ttl!';C for ."."tnpatJ.y anti rornp!lS~iOll is not 
on one sidf'. Jam awan' that a g"nel,c! "Iii..,,!' in Ill'r\I;,j .. ~ty',; sen·ic(' 
was slain, and that many Spalli"h "nIdi.,!" and Spanish snbjects lo~t thf'il' 
lives ill tiefl'llce of tlH:ir gon~rnnwnt and (If tllpir OWl! llOwrs: but, tlI{' 
Presi(lent thinks that it is \\'i~l' t,) ~utff'r'ohli\'ilm to conI' thr' past. He' 1" 
anxious for thc removal of evpry calise which might tt'II.1 ~n krep alivt' ill
will between the citizens ant! ~11bjccts of t hr>· h\'t) (',)11111 I'll'S, So long ns 
these prisoners shall continue to hf' .slJl!,pring as", ('r(' awl lingering pUllisl~
ment in a foreign lan(~, so long will efforh he ':flll'it.,nt!J- wade h~' th;lr 
fri~nds to procure their release, by appf'~ls !o thc g:ood lItiJCf'S of theIr. Go
vernment. The tendency of the~e applICatIOns ean ouly he to keep alive a 
very consiclerabl.e irr!t~tion. It i~ in c?nsideration of. thi:'1, ?no ~rom a S!l'Oll~ 
wish for the extmguishment of all feclmgs of that ~llld, tnat, 1Il the Judg
ment of the President, nothing would be more llsf'ful than the ~ranting 01 
her Majesty's pardon to the residue of these priSOllf'l'S, and suffering thelll 
to:return to their own homes. • 

Those who were pardoned by the Captain-General of Cuba appear to ha\'e 
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been among the most }Jl'OlllillC:lt all(~' \\:~ll-illfol'metllllemLel's of the expe,tl.i;.. 
tion, The friendless are left to theIr fate, although les~ c~l~able, as b~mg 
less informed of their duties and obligations, It seems,m:VldIOus. an? unJu~t 
to make distinctions of this kind. " You say that the eXIstmg belIef III SP?In , 
is, that the result of the expedition h.as stre~gthened t~e hands of t.he Spamsh 
GoYernment, and ginn lll'W securIty to Its possessIOn of the Island. A 
:o;imilflr sentiment prevails, to SOlJle extent, here. 

\\T e are Jlot apprised of the 11ispositioll which n~ay haye ~pen made of the 
prisoners, who, you state in y()~II' No. (;2, had arl'lved at VIgo.· In?nf;\YI>r 
to your inquiry as to whether, In any event, ~nr1 to what extent, .asslstance 
in c!othino' or other ne('essnries might be furnished to sllch as might need, 
anel appl):=' for the same Oll accollnt of the United States, I l~ave to i'~marl;: 
that it is expected Ih,it nOl:(' of the nee(!y am~ng the pns.oners wI~1 be 
allowed to suffer for wallt of the necessarIes of hfe. You wIll accordmgly 
take cafe that their "'<tnts al'.' pl'OI'idet! for. All appliC'ation will be made 
to COllgrt's"; ji,,. an appropriation t()w:ml,.; (lefr;tying any expenses which may 
thereby Jw o('('asiolll,d. 

. I mil, "iI', very rt'spectt'lllly, yom obpdiellt servant, 
. . DANIEL WEBSTER. 

To D. !'IT. llARRI'\'cER, "F}:q., &c., Ih., &c. 

inler"f'lIti',iI of France awl England. 

MEMORANDU!lI. 

:\Tr. Crampton, at an inten-icw with !\Tr. Crittenden, ~It the Department 
of State, Of} the :27th of ~;q)1t'lJdll'l', l~'Jl, ~tatl'n that he had been directed 
by I,el' Majl'sty'S S()\'t']'lJlll(,llt to say to tIle Unitell States Secretary of 
State t1~at lil'l' ;Vb.il'~ty's gO\'(']'l11uent had learned with great regret thnt 
t'''pNlitlOlls han' agaill \,,:'('n prepared in the ports of the lInited States fiJI' 
",11 attack uJ~on,'~ jerritory l!dongil,lg to a s(l\'~r('ign at pence with tllp l;nitl'd 
States, and 111 tnendly l'datLOlIs \\'lth her:\f;qesty . 
. If!:'r l\Iaj!:'st y'.-; p;o\-ernmcnt do not doubt' t1l,:t the Government of tIll' 

~:nitetl ~tatt's ":ill ~Ise n,ll possihle diligence to pre\'ent and punish pl'ocepd
ll1gs wllleh are 111 VIOlatIOn both oj' the la\\'s onhe United States and-of tlle 
Jaw of na~~ons; al~d I~pr l\r~.iesty's gO~'tTl11ll('llt are pt'J'snal]ed'tlwt such 
measures, If taken In tlllle, \\'lJI accomplish thcir object. 

But her i\~njesty'~ gorel'nment deem it due to the frankness which ought 
to ('haJ~acten~e, the Il1tcrCOlll'se hctween the two goYCrnmeilts, to state to 
Iha~ oj the_lllllt~d ~tatc's th<lt her MajE'sty's ships of war on the \Yest 
lntl,JaI! ~tatwn ",!Jl h,,,:e ()I'dcl':~ t~ prcyent 1,), force any lIdYelltl\l'erS of allY 
lIatwn from la~dll1g',.\\,lth host"e mtent upon thc island of Cuba. 

At alloth~r mternew, ,held at the same Department on the Gth of Octo
ber, Mr., Cntten(j(l11 ]'cph('d \'l'rhnlly to Mr. Crampton, as follows: 

I am ms~ructe~j by the President to express his regret that such orders as 
those mentIOned Jl1 tll(' wespatch from Lon1 Palmerston should have been 
dee~ned necessary and propel' by the British government. 

S,o far as .they ha~e reference to lawless and unauthorized expeditions 
?g~lJ1st the Island o.t Cuba, apprehended from citizens of the U~ited States, 
It IS only neC'Pssary to say tllilt such expeditions are forbidden by the laws 
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of this republic, and that its Government is wblc and determined to ('XCl'ute 
those laws. 'Evas~ons of them may Occur in spite of the utmost yigilance 
and encrgy; such Instances are common to the laws of all countries. It i~; 

'only by ste~ll.th and by favor of rare and accidental circumstances tllat any 
such expedItIons can escape from our shores; none of sufficient force (;1' 
l~ag~itude to creat.e any s~rious (~pprehensi.on for the safety of Cuba. and 
certa~nly none agamst whIch Spam herself IS not almndantly able to protect 
that Island. ' 

The ,Go"ernmt;nt ?f. the United St.ates, always. determined, in peril'd 
good faIth, to mamtam Its neutralrelatlOns and perform all its national oh
ligations, condemns as strongly as the British goyernment the lawless enter
prises against which the orders in question appear to he directed, and the 
Government of the United States equally with the British government de
sires their prevention or suppression. 

But just ami desirable as that end may be, the President could not wit": 
ness, without concern, any attempt to accomplish such an objec.t by means 

. which might eyentually lead to encroachments on the rights of the people 
of the United States. 

The President is of opinion that, so f;lr as relates to this republic and its 
citizens, sueh (In 'interference as would result from the execution of those 
orders, if admittl'd to he right.ful ill themseiYe~, would nevertheless he 
practically illjuriolls ill its eonse~uellces, and dll lIlore harm than good. 
Their execution would be the exercise of a sort of poliee over the ~('<lS ill 

our immediate yil'iuity, coverel. as they are with our ships and our citizens, 
and it would inYoiYe, moreover, to some. cedent, the exercise of a jurisdic
tion to determine ",Imt expeditions were of. the character denounced, and 
who were the guilty adventurers engaged in them. 

The President cannot but apprehend that such ord!.,l's ('mold lIot he carried 
into effect without IcadinO' too probably to abuses and eolli5ions tha t would 
constantly jeopard and might seriou~l'y disturb that peace and good will 
which he sineerely (Iesires to see cultlyatcd ami made pcrpetui11 betweell tlil' 
l'lIited States and Great Britain. 

The President deems it unm'ceo;,ary to say morc at present on the sub
ject of these orders, !han to ad(1 t.'IC l'xjlrc~sion of his. hope th,(t there !lldY 

neYer arise any occaSlOn for carrymg them mto c:weuhon. 

RRITISH LEGATIIIX, 
lVllshilln'fo}/, ..N'rlt'ember J2, .I ,'<;iJ. 

SIR: With I'loference to our conversation on tllt' 10th inst., and in COlll
pliance with your desire,I haye the hOIl?r to ene\ose a copy of the dt'~patch 
addressed to me by Lord Palmers ton, whICh I then read to you, llPon the sub
ject. of the ol'(l:l's i'isued to !lerMajest.y~s ships ~f war O? the Wcs~ Indian 
statIOn, respectJ~!g una.uthonzed e.xpc(htlOns agalllst the. Island of (uha. , 

I avail myself of tlus opportumty to renew to you, SIr, the assurance ot 
my highest consideration. , 

, JOHN F. CR"\MPTON. 
The HOII. D."\NJEL WEBSTER, &c., &c., &c. 



[ 1] 
[No. !G.] 

76 

FOREIGN OFFICE, 

October 22, IS':;1. 

S . I lla,e reeei \;ed Y()ur de81~atch N o. ~!J, of the 6th instant, and I 
,_IR • J • t tl 

han' to acquaint you that her y.,lajesty:-; gOH'rnmrn appro",:e. Ie course 

I. 'uell 1),,' "'ou in communieating to the O'overnment. of the Umted States 
pu S 'f f , '" 1 Cd' h' t' 
t hI' orders issued b~' her Majesty's goyenl!nent tu t I? . omman er:-l~-c Ie 
(It' Il\'l' Ma.ies.t~-'s ship~ in t}le \Vest [miles, r('spef'tmg the preventIon of 
\;II ... J.,SS expeditIOns agamst Cuba. ... . 

I f you l-ihould have any further L'nll\l' 1'~"tlOn \nth the ~ccretary of State 
c ,i' th;! l'llitrd Staks on this subject, ~ IOU may assure hun th.at ewry care 
will he t;:k"11 that, in executing these preycntivc measur.es agamst the ex}>e
,titiol)s of persons whom the Imited. Stat('~ gOYl~J'lln1l'nt Itself ha~ denounced 
as not heing entitled to the protccllOll ot an)' govern.ment, no mterference 
~hall take place with the lawful commerce 01 any nahon. 

I am, &e., 
PAL~'lERSTO N,. 

\ 

I )LPAllDlLYf OF STATE, 
• n"lsilillr;ton, October 2'~, 1861. 

The under:;i"llcd, actilll! Send,lI) l,r Statc' u1' the United States, has the 
honor to reJllil~1 M. de Sal'(i:.iL";' (';\'.o.\' extraordinary ,md mini~ter pleni
potentiary of the Frel~l'h H"pltiJlic', tbat, '\.n the il1t.erYi('w whit-h l~e had 
with him 011 t 11<' ~(It lflsti1nt. he ~tat(',l that !1" nllght haye oc:eaSIOI1 ttl 
addrl'~s him in "Titill~ upon the ~uhje('1', of tlw information which :\I. de 
Sartio'!'s thell commuuicated, that the Freadl boyernment hall issueu orders 
to it~ si,ips of war ill the 'Yest llldic:,; tl) gi·.e i1~Sistall('e tn Spain, amI to 
prevent, by force, any advcnturers of auy uation {!'Olll landing, with hostile 
intent, 011 the island of Cuba. 

Haying imparted that information tu (h,' Pn::-iuent, the ullIlersigueu has 
!lOW the 11r)]10I', I,y his directioll, to address 1I. de Sartiges in regard to it. 

:\I, de Sartiges is appriz'.::d th~lt, a few ,I;;.'s prilll' 1 () the inll'l'\iew adverted 
1,~, the l'll"r~:i; d'Atlaires of bel' eritallnic }.la.ic':;ly had ~iYCll to thi:; 
Department llilic'ia I Iwtic'c_' ti", l Iii,,, gou'rn'menl had i~~lled "imilar orders to 
its lIRval {('ITt". Thc Presidl'l!l had l"'~'lrdcd ll:i'; .l'; a mattl'r of gravc 
importance, hut it::; grayity i~; ~~:rc';ln:\l)1C'rca~'\d by the concurrence amI 
l'oi;peratiolJ ('1' France in the ~(I")I' Im";:;lIre. 

It (,"lInot Ilf' doubted that t ht":t., ordcrs iHl\ c 1 ".'1.'11 (lccasionell hy the 
)'U:tI1L unla\l-.ru~ expedi.tiOl~ of, Ic~." than fiyc hnrldrt'11 men, \'.~hjch~ h~lving 
evaded the ng!lance ot tlus (Tuwrmncnl, .!UtI escaped trom New Orleilns, 
w(Tl'landed by the steamer P'llnpero upon the island of Cuba, and were 
soon t:uptured and many (If them executed. That ~uch an aceident ~hould 
hct~'e inci!t'd, the ~oll1bined acti?11 of: two great European powers for all 
obJ,ect to wl,l1eh neIther of tl~em IS a ~lt rl'cj ,Party, and ill ~ .manner that may 
senously aftect the people ot the L mted State~, cannot f,lI! to awak~n thc 
carnt'~,l cont:lidei'ation of the President. 

He. I'allnot perceive the necessity or propriety of such orders -while he 
(,Jl~e~-tains ~he str~llgest apprehensi?JJ3. t~la~ thdr execution ;by French and 
BrItIsh erUJ,~ers v\'Ill be attended With ~nJunous ant! dangerous. consequences 
to the commerce and peace of the Umted States. They cannot be carried 

• 
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iniq e.ffect '\\;ibout a n~itatio~, examinatiol1 and consequent oetcnti(l/! of 
our ve~sels on o.ur shore!;.a.nd In the great elJannels of our coasting tradc. 
and th~s. must. lllvest Bnhs.h and FrclIC'h cmisers with the jurisdiction (,II 

dctermmlllg, m .the first ll1stance at ](';]st. what ;11,(, the expeditions 
dcnOt~nccdyl theIr ordel:s, and who arc (he guilty pI'1S()II~ .'n~;!gl'd ill i1lt'm . 
. It IS plam, however (hilerent. may !HlH' hcen the in!('llfj"il (If till' ""s1'ec

!lve gOYe~'mnents, that the ('Xt'I";"'l' oF.sl.1ch " power and juri:,;llic1i(.1 "oulJ 
hardly ~ml to lea.d to abuses an\:I':.olhslOlIS rll'rJ!olls (II t hI' pe:lce tLa t now 
so happily pre\"mls. By such all 1111j'rJl'rt·!l!"', t hn,:l' gO'lcrnnwnts S( ('Ill to 
assume an attitude unfriendly to the 1'111[(>,1 S(;!!I'S, Tlw Pl'csi,lellt will not, 
however, allow himself to l,elit,n, t!la; this iHten'clltion h.:s h"!l1 intcuded 
as an.admollition or reproad; to tllis (;O\"'l'Jlilll'iit. lIe ilHS si'fllalh- walli
iested his condemnation of all such lawless l'ntelpl'i~;J~, <IntI "'has '~dopted 
active measures for their prevention and ~uppJ'eSliion. It must also I", 
known to the governments of France and Enghtnrl, in common wi-th aIr tlw 
'forld, that this GoYernment, since it took its place among lIatiollS, has 
~al'efully preserved its good faith, ant! anxiousiy endeavored to fulfil all ih 

"otIligatiolls, conventiollal and lIationa 1. ,And tllis it has done from motives 
far above any apprehension of dang!'1' to itself. From its beginning uml",r 
the present Constitution, i1 has sedulotlsly "n] t i, ated th,~ policy of 1'1,,1\'(', (./" 

not intermeddling in the affairs of o1/lel", alld .t' pl"~H'nti'lg, .'1,1' lli~hJ,\ 
penal enactments, any unlawful illkd;'i'PI!"('. 1.,1 its citiz{'us, to di~lul''' tljI' 
tranquillity of ('ountries with ,dlich (lie t:nilp(! :<1;:11', W"j'(' in amity, 

To this " I • mallY such elladnH.'lIts hay,: bCl'lI made - tIlt' lir:-;t .~s "" j']y 

as the yeat j "J-l, m;d the last •• s lal" ;t~ 1 .... :3:--. The la:;t haying t'xjlired I.:, 
its own limitation, and all the precediJlg !"L!;i~];t1 ion on ILl' subjl'ct hayim; 
been comprehel1l1t,d in the ad of CO]!t:t'("'" of tl:e ~Olh April, J t' L~, it i~ 
wmecessary' to do more than to rder ~J. de :~artiges to its provisiolls as 
~arking Hie signal anxit'fy aud goOl\ t"'lith of thi; Govern~nent ~o J't'stn.'in 
persons within i1s jurisdiction from ""Il11llitti:1S; ,my acts mcon~l:-t('nt With 
.t~e rights of others, or it, OWII ob~igat~llil"'. 'rl:(';w la,,:'s Iyer," JIItcutle,I.h' 
"comprehend, and to protect from ywJatwll, al! Ollr rcLdll)ll." 'Slth, illld dllt1f."o.; 
to countries at peace with us, amI to J1ul\j~h ;1!I," Yi',']rltiull'" ~,f tll'.'~'l uy .0.111" 

'citizells as crimes against the r:nitcd St.~t("', ,lll tIm: 1I','lJllk~l:d'''il ~t lis 
desire to preserYC just ant! pe,n'ernl J'I.'!;!iln:JS '\'Itlt ,dJ ,,:tiIOllS, It 1:> hellen'l! 
that the United States hit"., g"ll'.' bcfo]'e",'at! 1"JJlI:: i than 01 Ii.' .of Ih~ "Ilk'r 
governmcnts of Europe. 'Silhout !":t'apltulatlDt,' all the ]';01'1'-'1111', 01 (h,"~" 

.laws by which the lJnitl,d Slill!.':, l~an: ~Il ccncfll,Jly endealolu! to prohIbit 
e"cryact that eould he .iu:"tl,\' ,OffFIlI>l\(' to thl:'lr JllJ~lthl)r, It I,.. deemed 
enough for this on:asipn to ~'I,\. that t 1,",\ d(';lOUIJCI' ;dl sueh ",lJtnJlI1~c:-; or 
l'xpeditions as those against whi('h thil (ullers li1 '1'!l,\tH In ;nc (iJrcdd, , 

The untler:.-;ignnl thinks it i:; (.t' illlF"l'tall"'! lJlU,uFlt to l:all ~I~e ,att('l1tJOII 
of M. de Sartig('s more dircetl} to tIm; \;t\\'. A Inned copy ot It IS ,J('~'ol'll-
ingl} herewith communicated. . " ,,' I 

Besid('s the ordinary Il.'gal prnn"":, It al\thO!'lZe~ the 1'1'(':-;1111'11'. to ('mp!oy 
the military ami naval forees of th(' l'mmtry tor tJ1C purpose fI,t pIn l'llt\ll~ 
~t.ch expcditiol1~ and arrcsting for punishment those conce~n,('d III the.lIJ. III 
the spirit of this law, the Prt'sidt'llt (':Il\(lcmns ::uch f'X}:etlltiOJls p,gams~ thl' 
island of Cuba as are denoun(:ed by t h·: orders HI qu{'~hon, and l~as ollutted 
nc~hing for thf!ir detection and)JleYe~ltion .• To that t'nd he has gIven orders 
10 civil, naval and military ofli,'('\'S fr~ll~ ]Sew York ,to New ~rleans, and 
i 'I': enjoined upon them the greatest Ylgllance and energy. HIS course on 
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the subjcct has. been in all tllings clear a?d dtr.ect. It has been .~o sec:et, 
and the u. nderslgnetl must presume that It .has been fully undel!\tood and 
known hy M. d.e Sartiges ... An appeal .mlght co~ficlently .be made to tl~c 
'igilant ami enhghtmclllmmstcl' of Spalll, tha,t hIs suggestions for the pr~
ycntion of such Hggressions,. or the prose~uhon of offellllers engaged In 

them, have been promptly considered; and, If found reasonable, adop~ed by 
the President; his course; it is believed, has, been ab?ve all question ~r 
just calise of complHint. This ~overnment IS. determmed to e.xecute !ts 
lenv;.;, and in the performance of thiS duty can n~l~her ask nor receive foreIgn 
aid. If, notwithstanding all its efforts, expedlhons of small force, hostile 
to Cuba have in a sinlTle vessel or steamer, excited by Cubans themselves, 

, , '" . f' h I escapcd frorp. our extensive shores, such an acc~d~nt c~n urms no groull! 
of imputation either upon the law or its admlm~~ratIOn: Every c~untry 
furnishes instances enough of infractions and evaSIOns of ItS laws, WhICh no 
power or vigilancc can effectually guard against. 

It need not be feared that any expeditions of a lawless and hostile char
acter can escape from the United States of sufficient force to create any 
alarm for t?e safety of. Cuba, or against which Spa~n might not defend it 
with the shghtest exertIOn of her power. The PreSident IS persuaded that 
none such can escape detection and prevention, except by their minuteness 
and insi~nificance. N one certainly can escape which could require the 
combined aid of France and England to resist or suppress. Cuba will find 
,I sure, if not its sun'st protection and defence in the jllstice and good faith 
of the United Staies. 

There is another lloint of view in which this intervention on the part of 
France ami England cannot be yiewed with indifference by the President. 
The geographical position of the island of. Cuba, in the Gulf of Mexico, 
lying at no great distance from the mouth of the river Mississippi, and in 
the line of the greatest current of the commerce of the United States, 
would become, in the hands of any powerful European nation, an object.of 
just jealousy and apprehension to the people of this country. A due regard 
to their own safety and interest must, therefore, make it a matter of im. 
portHnce to them who shall possess and holfl dominion over that island, 
'~'hc go,,:e~nm('Jlt of. France a~fl those of other European nations were long 
~lllI'e olficlally appnzed hy tIns Government, that the United States coulll 
not see without concern that island transferred by Spain to any. othe] 
European .sta~e. President Fillmore fully concurs in that sentiment, and i~ 
a'ppreh.enslY~ that tl?e sort. of prote~torate introduced by the orders in que~· 
hon mIght, III contmgenncs not difficult to be ·imagined lead to result! 
equally objectionable. - ' 
. Hit sh?uld (~ppear ~o M. de Sartiges that the President is too appreheIi .. 

Hive O? thIS subJe,et, thIS mllst be attrIbuted to his ~reat solicitude· to guarl 
the fnelHlIy rela~lOns bet "-een the two countries against all eontingencie 
ami ~auses of (listurbanl:e. The people of the United States have lonl 
che.nshed towards Franc: the most amicable sentiments, and recent events 
wllll:h made her a republIc, have opened Ill'\\- sources of fraternal sympa 
thy. Harmony ami l:onfidence would seem to be the natural relations c 
the t \\"0 gr~at repuhlics of th: world - relations demanded no less by thei 
permanent l!1terests than by Circumstances and combinations in continenh 
Eu!'ope, winch no.w se~m to threaten so imminently the cause of free insti 
tuhons. The Umted S~ates haye nothing to fear from those convlJ.lsio'm 
POl' are they propagandIsts, b1.!t they have at heart the c<n~se of freedom i 
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aU countries, and ~eliev~ that t.he example of th.c t~o great republics of 
France and AmerIca, wIth thlm moral and social mfluences cooperating 
harm?nio~sly, woul~ go far to promo~e and to strengthen that cause. 

It IS WIth these news that the PreSIdent so much desires the cultintioll 
of friendly feelings hetween the two countries, and regards with so IIlllch 
concern any cause that may tend to produce collision or alienation. 1I e 
believes that this Cuban intervention ·is such a cause. 

1:he system of government which prnails most generally in Europe is 
adverse to the principles upon which this republic has been founlled ancl till' 
urldersigned is well aware that the difference hetween them is calc~latellto 
produce distrust of, if not aversion to the governmrnt of' the U nitI'd States. 
Sensible of this, the people of this country nre naturally jealous of Euro
pean interterence in American affairs. Anll although they would not imputl' 
to France, now herself a republic, any participation in this distrustful and 
unfriendly feeling towards tlwir GOVPl'I1UH'Ut, yet tllf uudersicruerl must 
repeat that her intervention in this instance, if a'ttempted to ue e~I'cuterl in 
the only practicable mode for its effectual execution, could not fail to pro
duce some irritation, if n8t worse consequences. The French cruisers, 
sailing up and down the shores of the United States to perform their need
less task of protecting Culia, and their ungracious officI' of watching the 
people of this country, as if they were frllitful of piracies, woulll lIP 
rt:garded with some feelings cU resentment, alHl the flag which thp)" bore
a flag that should always be welcome to the sight of Americans-would he 
looked at as casting a shadow of unmerited and dishonoring suspicion upon 
them and their Government. 

The undersigned will add, that all experience seems to prove that the 
rights, interests and peace of the continents of Europe and America will 
be best preserved by the forbearance of each to interfere in the affairs of 
the other. The government of the United States has constantly acted on 
that principle, and has never intermeddled in European questions. 

The President has deemed it proper to the Qccasion that his views shollld 
be thus fully and frankly presented for the friendly consideration of M. lit' 
Sartiges anel his Government, in order that all possiule precaution may be 
used to avert any misunderstanding, and every cause or consequenC'P that 
Illight disturb the peace or alienate in the least the sentiments of confidencp 
and friendship whi~h now Lind together the republics of the Fnited Statt's 
and France. 

The undersigned avails himself of this o.ccasion to offer to M. de Sartig'es 
the assurance of his very distinguished consideration. 

J . .T. CRITTENDEN. 
M. DE S.\RTIGES, &c., &c., &r. 

[TraDslati~n.] 

FRENCH LEGATION IN THE UNITED STAT~S, 
U'asldngton, October 27, 1851. 

The 'undersigned, Minister of France, has 'received the note ?ated the 
22d of October, which the acting Secretary of State. addre~sed ~Im subse
quently to the Cilonversation he had the hono~ of holdmg Wlt~ hIm on. the 

,8th of the same month, in the course, of whIch Mr. de Sarhges had, m a 
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kinuand friendly manner, informed lVIr: Cri!tenden,. wh~ appeared. to be 
ignorant of the fact, of. the character of ~he InstructIOllS Issued. by the so~ 
yemment of the rcpubhc to the commandIng offiper of the French st~tlOn 
at Havana, as soon as it was known in Paris that the first detachmel1t"oL 
adventurers, commanded by Lopez, which announced itself as the advanc/1 
O'uartl of a large expedition, had succeedecl in getting off to sea: ;ldtt ' 
b Notwiths1anding the spirit of ~indn~ss in '~hich tha.t cOl~.umcat~oq,was 
made, .Mr. Crittenden resl'r.Ycd hlm~eli to pomt ~ut, m. wntm~-.If, l~P'?l1 
I'f'l1ectlOn, k· should deem It expedIent-the conslderatIOnl'l whIch It mIght 
gi\'e rise to, both in the mind of the President anll his own. MI'. de Sartige~, 
thanks him for having done so: fol', while he sees, in the note addrpssed 
to him, renewed assurances of the strongest sympathy on the part of the, 
American Gorernment and of the American people for France and her go
vernment, he ,,1.,0 finds occasion to re! •. Il certain points of his conversation, 
which, it would appE'ar, WE'rf' not at ~ ,·~t presented by llim with suffid~nt 
dearness. Mr. de Sartig!s !Jad PIHJpa\"ored to establish, in a distinct man,,: 
Ill'r, the 1\\"0 [oj lowing points: first, 11lat the instructions issued by the go
wrnmenl ()f the republic werf' spontaneous :lI1d isolated; secondly,_ that 
those in~truc1 iO'JS W('rt' E'xdusiH" for an C"~cIllsi\'e case, and applicable only; 
to the c1as:" anll not to 11 It' na1ionali1.v of any pirate or adventurer that 
should attelnpt to land, in arms, on OJ" shorf's of a friendly power. He 
had atldC'd, tk: t the ,·xi,tin;!; laws in regard ttl the riaht of search-laws 
about which tI,C ~ln'l'!>tjl,iJiti(':; (If thl' French govern~lent arc as forcibly 
l'du;;,·d a:: tho",' uf the GOH'rmncnt of the Fnited Statf's -were neither, di
l"l'f'tly nor indi,·(·etly aifrctcd t,) the Older to repel yiolpnce by force, since 
111" ill.-ll'1lC"iions wLil'!l haye ],"t'il is''I,';! to 1hc commanding officer of the 
h,·ltel! s1atioll '.I','rr only jllL-llill-(1 io :Ipply to a case of piracy, the articl~ 
of the maritirn,· code in J' .. (", '~tJllcl'1'I1ing pirates. In a<ruin asserting these 
t\\"o points ('al"~;oli(';dly, ;1': hf' now dn,'S, thE' Ilndersign~d thinks that he ha.s 
]"('mowd all c,llIse of prejudicf' on tl](' part of the President, both as regards 
thp importance' of an act agreetlupoll in ath'ance on the part of France al1l. 
England, awl 1 he likelihood that tIll" l:ms whwh govern the rifTht of searc.h 
will be in tnt' least affected. He will add, that 'the attitude to>assumed' by 
Prpsident Fillmore and by his f'abind .• nnd('r tht'se lamPlltable circumstal1l'~s; 
~ms been so upl'i~l~t tl.lilt tllO' F~'Clleh ~owrnment, ~o far from intending to 
~Illply doubts wh:n dill not '·.\Ist, hy ~he meaSUrE'S It spontaneously adopted, 
11 hatl, (,il the ('ontrary. r(';IC'()1l to b('Jleyc that it would find in those same 
I~ti~udt's tl.le _\IIIf';'!C~;1 I'qlla~ll'On ~cting ill the same spirit and pursuin~.a 
HIIlllar ob.lpct. llllS eonslIJ('ratlOll rHnst prevent any false construchon, 
tf'lIIling t~ ~i\{~ 1<, lJlis ad of the I'tyub)ican goYernmeilt the appearance (If 
a~ ~dmo~ltlOlI or (If a J'cpl'Oadl taclti.1 addressed to the Governmt;nt of the 
llllted ~,t'lt",. arllllJevcr cOlJt('mplatt-11 by t. e French O'ovel·nment. 

~"fr·. ~I(' Salt i:,:('s begs tn tha~k Mr. CriitcIH!cn for ha~ng sent him the text 
of ~h,e la:,' 01 J ~ l.." aetua II~' 111 fo!;cc [01'. preventing the crime of armed in
vaSlOIl ot a.1:'I'·ltO:')' belonglllg to ~ny frIendly power. He is happy to.find 
that tht' OplillOl! 01 th .. l'f'presE'ntatnl's ot the American'nation is in honp-st 
()ppositi~ll to th!s ~;pc(·i.('~ of aggressions, ancI that Congress has fl.unished 
~hc Prf'slllent WIth 8utilclent means to arrest them. These means, placed 
III sh:ong awl ahk hands! and of ~vhich the President openly declares that 
!Ie Will make an energ~tlC usc -If, tmfertunately, the occasion for resort
mg to them shoulll agall1 OCC~l1'-: bel:ome the much more precious for the 
peace of the world, as Amenta I~ dosely connected with Europe, being 
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~nly separated from the latte~ by a distance scarce}y exceeding eight days' 
Jou~ney, by one of t~e most Impo~tant of general mterests-tne interest of 
commercc. The natlOns of Amenca and of Europe are, at this d~y, so 
depend~nt upon OJ~e another, t~at the effects of. any event, prosperous or 
.otherWIse, .happemng on one. sIde of the AtlantIc, are immediately felt on 
the oth~r sIde. T.he U?dersigned finds, among other proofs, an evidence 
of the mterest whIch bmds the Government of the United States to t1)e 
other governments of the world, in several passages of the note of October 
22d, wherein Mr. Crittenden, in appealing to the liberal ideas of France 

, intimates that the continuance of those sentiments of confidence and frater: 
nal'sympathy, which so happily unite the two countries, is calculated to 
make the cause of free institutions in Europe prevail. The result of this 
community of interests, commercial, political, and moral, between Europe 
and America - of this frequency and rapidity of intercourse between them 
-is, that it becomes as difficult to point out "the geographical degree where 
American policy should terminate and European policy begin, as it is to 

, trace out the line where American commerce begins and European commerce 
--:..te!Jllinates-where may be said to begin or terminate the ideas which are 

in the ~scendant in Europe and in America. 
, , The undersigned has likewise the honor of reminding the acting Secre
, tary of State, that the territories belonging to the various European powers, 

eithcr on the seas or on the American continent, are considered by the 
! States to Whiell they appertain as constituting part of the system of their 
, general policy. France has never admitted that her possessions in the An
:~tilles might enjoy any other political rights than those which are universally 
. r~cognized in Europe;. it is the same with England; the same with Spain, 

illt regard to their American possessions. It is in virtue of this principle of 
~: common law, which no power has yet repudiated-either on its own ac
, count or in behalf of its neighbors-that the government of the republic 

has been able to show the interest it feels, as it has done, for the security of 
im island recogmized as Spanish territory, by treaties actually in force, 
which security nas been threatened in the midst of universal p,eace. 
"These general eonsiderations do not prevent the undersigned from ac

knowledging that the interest which a country feeJl5 for another is naturally 
increased by reason of proximity; and his government, which understands 
the complicated nature as well as the importance of the relations existing 

~'betwe~n the United States and Cuba, has seriously considered the declara
tion formerly made by the Government of the United States, and which has 
been renewed on this occasion, "that that Government could not see with 
indifference the island of Cuba pass from the hands of Spain into those of 
another European State.'" The French government is li.kewise of opinion 
that in case it should comport with the mterests of Spam, at some future 
day: to part with Cuba, the possession of that island, or t~~ protectorship 
of the same, ought not to fall upon any of the great marItIme powers of 
the world. 

The undersianed ~opes that this fra!l~ declaratiol!' which h.e feels himself 
justified in ma~ing, In regard to the dIsmterested VIews of hIS government 
as to the future destiny of Cuba, and which breathes the same spirit as that 
of the declaration which the United States Government made on the sub
ject, and the categorical ~xplanations he has given rela~ive to the charact~r 
of the instructions excluslvely sent to the French stahon at Havana, wIll 

.. put an end to all the uncertainty which the late events that befell on the 
4 
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occasion of Lopez's expedition might have giVe!l rise to in the'minll of ti 
President, and that his Excellency will rest satisfied as to the great va)1 
which the government of the republic a~taches .to the maintellanc~ <l:nd d 
velopment of those fl:ank amI sympathetlc relatlOm; at prcsent eXlstIng b 
tween the two countrIes. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to tender to the actu 
Secretary of State the assurances of his high consideration. 

SARTIGES. 
MR. CRITTENDEN, 

.!Jcting SeCl"etary of State, ~'c., EJ·c., g'c. 

DEPARTlIIE:-iT OI<' STATE, 
Washington, November 18, 1851. 

The undersigned, Secl'eta1'Y of State of the F niteJ Statcs, has the hone 
to acknowledge the receipt of the note of M. de Sartiges, envoy extraOI 
dinary and minister plenipotentiary of the French rcpublic, of the 27t 
ultimo, upon the subject of the orders given by the government of th~ 
republic to itg I:anll commander on the West India stnrion, directing hi! 
to prevent, by force, the landing of aCll-cllturers from any nation with ho~ 
tile intent upon the island of Cuba.. 

The undersigned has the honor to aC'1uaint ~\I. 1\' SDrtigds that he ho 
submitted the same to the President, who hag directed him to state ill repl: 
that the apprrhrnsiolls of this Govcl'mnrnt, allil I he l'rn~ODS thrrefol', i 
regard to thr order8 referred to, arc considered to ha"r hern frankly an 
fully stated ill the note of :JII'. Crittrnllen of the :!~rl of October last. An 
inasmuch a~ :J1. de Sartigc;; now :1\-el':" that thr French government ha 
only in yir'l- the exrcntroll of the pl'ovi..:ion of its maritime code agaim 
pirates, further discn~sjon of tllr 8uhjcl'l \Vould ~eem 1'0 be for the presen 
unnece~sar,\'. 

The nnrlcr~ign('Il avails himsclf of this occasion to Offl'i' to }I. de Sartige 
renewed r.~snraaceg of !li~ 1"1'1')" rli~tiJl/!,ni:';ll'"1 congjdcratioll. 

D_\N1EL "'EBSTRll. 
M. DE bAll'rJUEi', $:c" .i:l' .. ,\c. 

,Ily THE PTIESIDEXT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

A PROCIJlDIATION. 

Whel'cas, th('rc is rcason to helieye tl13,t a milii:lry expedition i,; about tt 
'be fitt~d Ol~t in tl~e Fni.ted f-!tntu~ .for the purPOSf' of innlAling the Mexic:u 
republIc, With willch thIS country IS at peace; and "'herea:,;, there is l'eilSOI 
:to apprehend that a portion of the people of this country, rerrardless of thei: 
,mties as good citizens, are concernecl in, 01' may be,~edu~ecl to take par 

~ in the same; and whereas, such enterprises tend to degrade the cha,raeter 0 

the United States in the opinion of the civilized world, and are cxpre~sl\ 
yrobi])ited by law. . 

: .•..• Now, therefore, I have issued this, my proclamation, warnillgall persolll 
-,""llQ ahall connect themselves with any such enterprise in violation of th4 

........ 
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la,w~ and national obligations of the U:nited States, that they will thereby 
subJect themselves to the heavy penaltIes denounced against such offences
that i~ ~llCy should be captured w~thin the j11ri~'ljction of the Mexica~ 
authontles they must expect to be trIed and pnnir·ilwrl aceor(linO' to the laws 
of :Mexico, and will have no right to cbim the interposition of this Govern
ment in their behalf. 

~ therefor~ exhort aU wcll-dispose~l citizens. ,,-ho ha H: at heart the repu
tatIOn of theIr conntry, and are allllllated Wlth a JUBt re{fard for its laws 
its peace, and its welf~re, to discountenance and by all b~'ful means pl'e~ 
vent any such enterprIse, and I call upon eyery oilicer of this Government 
civil or military, to be vigilant in arresting for'irial 31111 pW1ishment every. 
such offender. 

Given under my hand the twenty-second (tty of October, in the year of 
OW· Lord one thousand eight hundred and fii'ly-ollt" and the ~,eyenty-sixth 
of the Independence of the United States. 

~IILLARD FILLMORE. 
By the Pre~idcllt : 

J. J. Cl:fTTf.Xl>i;:i, 
Actin!:! ,')'cCI'etury of Statl'. 

Commeraial in/at'ollJ'S', between the United States and the Briti81~ North 
American Provinces. 

BRITISH LEGATIOY, 
lIfarclt, 1851. 

Sm: I have the honor to eneiosc tv you herewith the copy of a letter 
which wa::! addressed to the chairman of the Committee on Commerce in 
the House of Representatives by Mr. Hincks, (the Inspector-General of 
Customs, in CanaJ.~ and an influential member of the Canadian Cabinet,) 
when he visited this Capitol in December last. 

The letter in question refen', as you will sec, to the commercial regula
tions to be established between the 'United States and the British North 
American provinces, which it ",-a3 then hoped that Congress would place 
upon a satisfactory footing of reciprocity. . 

~rl·. lIincks, however, state:.; wirhout disguise, what ho deemed would be 
the feeling and policy of the Sf tid provinces if the expectations then 
existing were disappointed, and it is lIOW my painful duty to announce to 
you, that from the information I have rcceived from the quarters above 
alluded to, the Jissatiofaction that has been produced throughout British 
North America, since it has been known that no bill has passed the United 
StiLtcs Legislatw'e replying to the frieudly di~position which has long been 
manifested by thc British provinecs in North America to improve their 
cotUmerciulrclatiow; with the United St;tte~, i~ deep and general. 

The Canadians, especially, considcr thut their applicution for an inter
change of agl'icul.tural pr?duct~ has failed of success beca~se they· have 
"'enerously and WIthout ::;tIpulatlOlls conceded many commercial advantages 
~hich it wa~ ill their power to bestow upon the trade of this country, and 
they seem to believe that their only mode at present of obtaining adequate 
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a.ttention is to replace themselves in the situation in which they were pre-
vious to making the aforesaid .conce?sions. . , 

For many reasons I deem It desIrable to prevent, as soon as poeslble, 
this feeling, if it is a mistaken.one, from g~ining ground. 

I have also had my attentIOn necessarIly drawn to the two enclosed 
resolutions, passed by the Senate previous to the dissolution of Congress, 
which resolutions I am told by gentlemen well calculated to form an 
opinion, would also have been adopted by the House of Representatives if 
proposed to that body. 

I wish, therefore, to know whether yoa would be disposed to enter with 
me into a negotiation, embracing a consideration of the various commer
cial advantages affecting the trade and intercourse with the British North 
American provinces which have been and could be extended by the British 
government, and by the British North American provinces themselves to 
the United States, and also with respect to the advantages of a like kind 
which could be conferred by the "Cnited States on the aforesaid provinces, 
to the end that such a comention, touching these matters, may be drawn 
up between us as would he agreeable to hoth goyernm'ents and heneficial 
to all parties. 

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to you the «,;:mranccs of my 
highest consideration. 

H. L. BULWEH. 
Honorable,DANIEL WEU'OTEI:, &c., &c., &0. 

NATIONAL HOTEL, 

lVashingtoll. JanliW"!} G, 1851. 
SIR: I avail myself of yom kind permis8ion to ~t;;t(' the groltlllb on 

which the passage of the bill which has been repeatedly brought under the 
consideration of Congress, for establishing rCGiprocal free tmde in certain 
articles, the natural prouucts of the "Gnited States :t,ud Callada, i;; urgell 
by the latter. To bring the suhject fairly under consideratio!l, I must 
advert to the changes which have taken place, within the last few yea]";'. ill 
the colonial policy of Great Britain. The old policy of the mother' country 
was to compel the colonies, by means of heavy differential duties, to pu~
chase their ;;upplies exdlL';iH'ly from her. The trade was carried on iu 
British bottom!:!, am1 the products of the colonies were admitted into the 
markets of the mother country on more :Hlvalltageous terlll~ than th"~e of 
foreign nations. ,"Yhile such was the commercial policy of Great Britain 
the political afrairs of the culonies were materially influenced by the impe~ 
rial government, the 10c:11 parliament having no practical cont;'ol over the 
administration of affairs. About the same period, when, owing to the 
change in the c?m~ercial policy of .Great Britain, it ?ecame necessary to 
remove all restnctlOns on the colomal trade, a most Important concession 
was made to the North Amer~cal1 provinces, l~y the intro~uction of a !:!ys
tem of government, under WhICh the local pal'lmlllents obtamed an effective 
control over their govemments. The consequence of the withdrawal of the 
protection formerly enjoyed by the colonies, has been, that they have been 
left to buy and sell in the markets of the world, just as the United States 
or any other foreign nation. Under the colonial system, the difl'erentiai 
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d~ties wcrc s~ onerous, ,th~t the tnlll? hetween the l"lIitc<1 ;:';tat('s ,111(1 
Canad:l was {~f the most llllllteu and UlllmpOl'tant cl!<tr<tctel', III 1.'-: il:, tb~ 
CanadIan legIslature haying been ltUthorized hyall 'llt of t"ll' l'II'rIAI';''] 1'''''-

• '.. ( 11'L ... 0:. ... _ "l. 
hament, ~o l'~gdate their .own ta~'ift·, an,l lwillg anxio\l,; to cnltil';lt,c ii hee 
commel'l:lul mt~r~oul',"e. ,~·!th t,h;:'l\' p~l\vcd'ul :,lI!~ I,'lltCl"jJl'i"'ill:! l!eigldtl'1\L. 
remoycd the l'Xl:-:tlll,!.!: ,1dh'rentlal ,llltl">', allll ailmittl',l .\,:wri'·:lll \!'1111l;t';,(,
tl1res, awl fnrei,!!ll .'.l'oo,].'; pllreha~I',l ill tbe A,mcric<lll ll1alkt,j, loll t]:c ,';tIll" 
te,rlll:; a", tl_IIJ~l' fr~:lll Urcal Bl.'it:lilJ. H:1I1 ('"niu]a, ;I: tic;,! I i!!l<', ,ctijililatel[ 
WIth the llllterl :-;tat('~, that m rl'tlll'll for her atillli,,:-j"H (If .\Ill'-'l'i('~ll mall
\l.ra~turr". lhe dlltie,- ~hollhl be l't'llW\ l'd 1'1'0\(1 hl'l' pnHlnC',.;, it ''.oul,] 
obVIously han' 1'l'l'il the illlc]'(I~t of tlt(, l'lIite,l :-;j;'k .. ' t" hIll' "'JlTd j" 

; Heh an un'nngC1l1l'lit. ;\0 ~;Uell }Jl'o)iu:-iti()lI, llow('yi'l'. 1\ li' lll<lI:I' : 'awl t];." 
very important C\lllCt',;~jOll ill fayu!' of thc rnitcu ~:tilk;. tl) which I IJ<tH' 

a1vel'ted, seems Eearcrly to haw attr:tet('ll the llttclltioll I'" yt,n~' j:,I:l'l'a 1 
governml'nt, and f'O littlr ,\a,~ it undl'r~tooll. tllat w11(~11 (;t'llt,)';,"i } Ii:; 1:1 ~:,'l 
it as an argument ill favur of thl' rrcipl'oeit" ])il1 iil IItt, :-:c'lIatl', tLl' i;:tt 
'1'<1:, disputed. Mo:;t import:! ltt result", lIOW;~Il'l'. ha It' folJo\ll'll holtl tljl' 
legislation of the Calladiall parliallll'lIt. :-':lI(;e l:-:,ili, the lt1:11lllt'al'tnI'C'; "j' 

the rnited Slate:', t1:e tea:', :·II:.\al'~, fruit..;, and OllieI' fUll,jg;' ll','\l'ril"" plll'
chased by the ll1ercl!alll~ Ull tltt, .\ tlalltie sea,hlla),,1, with ti,(, l'J'I)I:a('l' ,,1' 
American 1a.hor, :mLl tnlll::pnried to that ~('ahoal'll in .\1111'I'i, au i"doli". 
have been pourrd into Clinalia, Till' (lillie" at t I.t' 1'0,'1 "t' 'l'ul'tJllto han' 
increased, withiu a few y('al',~. ii'olll ah'lllt ~I:;W.()()O to lIearly ,H (lO,ue: l ; ami 
Hamilton, Killg~tOIl, aIltI other pOi"t1' l:,tllti,!;llol1:; to IIII' l'llit(',l ~latl"', 
would :,;how :t similar l'mmlt. 'J'hi~ illerca;;e j~ tl) Lt, <lttl'ilmte,l llt:~illl'. to 
the American tr';llie which lta~ flPl'tlllg 11]1 Sill!'l' the l'rl1lov:d lit' tlll' IFif;:;'eJI:, 
tial dutiC':<, anl! which, I need hardly ""y, h:J" LCl'll moo:t ])l'ofitalJle til t1:(" 
various Amcrleall intl're:4s, to the lllanllf,'dU]'(']'o, tIle "llip"y,l:cr,:, Il".' l',~jl
road~, and the canal". 'I'he 1'''ll~'''IIlI'JjLl' of this trallt', Itll""'I"']', ::<11:\ h'l']" 
that the Canadiam; have heen let! to export thril' raw 1)]'O(llld~ ttl tbe ;:iU".' 

markets from 'Whil'h t1d,'." Ita\'(' 11nmll tltl'il' SJlj:plil"" Ji "I',' tLey "i'e mct 
by a heavy AlJJt'l'il'aH ,ht,)' on nlt'i,' :;t:I1'I" l'OlllillO\liti,';' -1mllh')' awl 
breadstuffs. 

As I have fre,plcntly henl',1 it ",o'Crtc:1. t1t:t\ the' l'l'cipl',w!ty u;;kl'd wOlll,1 
he all on one side, and tha.t the' A11;cl'icaliK :ll'l' not expo1'tl'l':-; til Cll1"l,1a. of 
any of the articles named in the bill, permit me to cull your l-!}lecia1 <tUClI

tion to the opel'ation of the pre~entt<lriff..,; 011 two lC:Hlillg :11 tid",." (hlt'I,i' 
the gre,1t staples of the western Statt'i' i~ pork, which (,;,ll he p"(;fln('('d 
thrre at such rates as to defy competition in Canada. 'Jlti~ article j" tll(' 
principal food of the Canadian lumberer, lind lumber i~ tlte ]:l'illl'i!,,,I 
Carmuian staple. Canadlt clta.r~es a duty on pork, whirh :.;wd]" the' pl'iu,' 
of the lumber which is sent to the markets uf ilufl'alll, Alban,)', and ~L'\\' 
York. The consequcnce is, that the ca,.ttl'Jl ,'on,,111I1I']' of lumber 'l.dl1al1y 
1m)':; the Canadian duty on the pork furnit'lwtl l)y the weHtel'll ~t,ltl'~, from 
which the entire supply il:! obtainetl for the lumbcriIlg tli;:;tl'ict:;. It ha:; 
been urged, and with ~Oll1e plausibility, that Canauiun lJl'OcluctB, 1jl'iug sim
ihn' to tho;;e of the United Stlttes, would meet the bttel' on CfjlW I tcrlll:; 
Hilder the reciprocity bill, I1nd tlmt western whcn.t-growerl' would be illjUl'Cll 
by the competition of Ca.na,dian wheat. Assuming, for the sake of argu
ment, in order to meet objections of eyery kind, that there is no smplus of 
brea.dstuffs In the United States, and that the manufacturing districts of 
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vonl' countlT awl' the Atlantic cit i,.~ ~i'\'(, likd,\' to h., t lie eonsulIlcu; botll 
~,f c\l;i(.'ric:I1;' ami CUlladiall wheat. r ;1111 y,'t IJl'l'1'!1I"t.>.[ to deny the t'olllHl, 

1I(','~ of the tll'gUJIl,'nL ,!r'IWll i'r"IJI t)WL fad, ;I~;ljl!.-i tI", ;lfhllissiol1 of tilt 
Lllter. T "Hil'llI tllil(. tl,I.' l'alladiall Irad" 11:1' ,'r";~te";, !I 11,1 j'ltl~t c()JItiuue t, 
create all in(-n'a"l"; ,ll."llwwl t"II" 1"·";,,I·,tlll]',, 'jllil!' C'l::;t! iI, tllL' :-lIl'l'l,1". II 
it be a f;wr. thal prillI' fo the J"1'1JJ'JnJi of 11,,' dill"'11.'1i1 ial dill i,"; ;t;';;lill~t ~I!l 
l~llited ~t"tt'." ell""\:' ililjlllli"d h,'I' ,,,,'ar.'; fr('lll 1'111.:: :I it ,1 Pllrto Rw, 
throllO"it the;-;t. J,;,·,\j"t'Ilt'(·,ii;e,·/. Ill' ria Ii,lIii;I::, Iot:'l' 1"iI.' LUlll ('itilla dil'l:d: 
Ill' \"i:~LIt!tll"il' :111.1 t]l;lI 'I!C I.'IIII'li:IIC,[ EII,":!;,..II llI!111 I! i';"'1 lilT.' altllol't eXI,l\!· 

si"e]v, tlH'1l 1 would a';].', \\·itdlll'1' :11" ";I!III~'I' ill tli(', trade, ,,'rilJg to ",hic11 
C':t1l;;,.h i ... 11011' l':I·!.!·1'1r '11IlIlIil',] II itlt II""" ('lllII1J/".jiti",", I,." the llliteti 
~;t;lll."· !;Iailllfal'tlli'\:i'~ '!ill,t 'IL" 11I,,: ... II;[lI!' or tIll' c\llalltie ,·ili.,,-. IllW,t 1I"! 

haye illt'l'l'<lsed tJJ(~ deln,1I111 f"t, fOlld in tl,,· rllil,'" ;..: (a tl.'."' , If:iIl Ollio fa 1', 

lllcr werc til llrill!!: ;, Ilt.m~!IIHI IIlI~JIl'b "I' wh.·at tt) Xl'II' York. to 1 .. , 
,'.v,ll:lIJ:,!",1 fill' ~TII(~;'l'i\.' !llId (l"lIl(·~tit: ~~o".I, .. fol' hi,; cIIII,;1IInptioll, he wou!!] 
tlllt .-uti'cr· ;l1'Y illjul'\' from ,lh' l'II111Il('tilillil ,,!, ft (';llI:J,.lian farmer wht 
lranted too ('Jf,:,'\ a.' ,.:j';lillll· l'x('lJ!llI::l'; :1;1 t j", l·tHltral'Y. ill prul,ol'tion to tht 
number ut ~ll(~h "X"";lll.i!'{'~ WlJllIII till' p;·ue., "I' tlll'·IlI'.'rl·l!allts and forward· 
t:rs bc rctllltl,d, a iar!.[,' trade III~il.l'l: t'II1io!lll'I\~'! llJOl'e ecnnomieallv than ~ 
:-:mall one, T :1111 i" :1"";11 kti. t" t'l'~'flll"" tlta t t hc' exell:! IJgc of (1anadial 

ag:-il.'tlitnr;d l"',"k,'r' rill' tl"IlIl:'~tie 111!11l11falilli'l'" .'II:!;ll', 11'!t. coffee, t(J1iat't'u 
J'rnih, S:'t: .. ·,1 Cal' ,'i'I,\:1 lJl'in'" iniuriot! . .; I" d:,.' illlt·;· ... '.I. .. II!' the w('st(']'n br 
Iller., 0(' thl' l"llit'ed ~ta!t- . .;. ;~ 1':;t)H'I' l'!1!t:lllal,''[ til :.'l'lIeiit t11C'lli: amI I an 

ll1oreo\"(~l' ill'JHly per~lladell, th;.:,t ~hol1ltl the (';llIiuliall tr:Hle h' 1'01'1'£'11 intI 
othc1' l'klllllel~. :1::' ~(,l'lll~; liCit illlp~,(lllal,],.,. it "ill thcll l,e {'~tilil<Lt(',1 at it, 
tl'l1{~ yalnc ],y tbe j,,")vlt' of the {'"it.\·,] :-:t:lt,·" T1:1l1l.':;1I I haH~ deemed j. 
ad',i:",I,\" to <li·· .. ·\1- . .; tilt' qnc:'till11 'I"' if till' l-'li:, .. .t :-:r:Jtt .. , lwd lllJ "nl'plll~ () 
l:i'(':llbntfr." til I'x!', .. rl. [ think fIJ(; lJIu",· ,''';'\'(','', :: ...... ;lil'l'l.:II)'I -:,IIU],( 1,(" t'l;a 
flit lll:;_ny Y(_'jl:''-, 11~1_' ".t\·~jt·\'ll \' II(';II-,:~i"'"'\t';':''' \VJl] IJ;I.\(' hi CttJllfH .... f.e ,\"111 

C::II'"i" il! til'.' lIi:ll'k.-,:.- of "I" \\· .. :-11 un ''','l; 1, :::1': 11II,~il,h on lli":Hh~lll 
t.,~':;'UI~-: krill", .\ r"j'.'l't'lle'· (0 ",lil'i:,j ,]",'111",';:1" \" iiI' 1'1'0"(':' lbat thr' '11'0', - , 
1:II'f\": (.f ~~l'Ct ~'!'lIij'l_ .\"'\" l~'·lH::,,\\"i,·k. J'riHt'(' ~·:d\, .. :l'd· . ...; L·~hlll(l'1 an(l :\"'\\ 
fnlli\i1!:!JP1. h:I\'~ ll'.~(·!t ttlllOIlg- lilt_' 111 ':--,1 I'n,,:,r'·lllt'j' ... ,-,f t:tv t·lIih·d' 8tat(·:..; t'II' 
l"",,"l,-,llil< 111 ti:,,>,· pI'uril;"":'; llIL'/'" ;1i'e i'I.'\ ClIne ,]uci,· ... (Ill Huu)' "ut'yin' . . , 
fi"llill hn'l!t.'--:i\·" ,""!!s 11l ~;"""illy-lil(' 1.'('111,.: IIl'i' ban-l'1. '\"itlliu thl' 1:1, 
:·-ca'·, ;lrr;:ll~felllenL., l!:t\"tl h::"'I, dfl'e< .. d I,.'" t'all;,(b II ith threc (If nl')":C' pn.l'· 
illIT:';. fOI' :t f1'l'l' illt:'I'I'hall;,!" "r th(,ii' Jlatl1",d l,r(l']nl,tioll:': amt tlic e:':I''-' 
ri"1!!'" oi' 1: ,.in;.,:·J",;·",rln illlllH',·.·. \lit' 11, ')('Ii,'\' rllat" \'i.-I'Y :;lrgC' Ir!idc 1, il 
I", ,]i\I'\·I~,'l.;" th,,·,,: prlll'in;"" from ti'l' I:it ...... ,j' ~l'I" Yurk, 1IIi1,:,,,,, the jl1'C" 

1':l~ l"(·,tl'1dl"'I~ he r"llln\'ell, .\ t tIll: \'ery ('1"'11111:-:' "I' th· Ila\·j:.::atioll h~ 
',,'af, :t -:rr-;IlIWl' \',as eburtel"'d at. Tnrlll'I" to t:<!-;.. :1 (':11""',) ~'f 110111' t. 
·H:tlifax. ::iI,] ((I l)rilt:! baek ~ll;';;[)" 1I1,)la,.;."l'.;' ,\". 'i'h' Pl'ot(:;,tion ill fayo 
of (':111'1 1

[;; flollr. ,r1II'1I sent 1~' the St, 1.".\\,:','1,,"'.' ;u llulitilx, ;)t. John'~, alll 
other j'"rI", mi1~t· rIil'el't the ,upply of t;III,:',' pl'ol'inecs from New York tl 
~lonti·C'!l.1 alld (1" .. 1",,,: and Lhe H,~~eb "hidl l:.L • .' the fion!' will hrillO' bael 

, I I t' , l' , I ' l' " "l:gar. 1I1("aSSl;~. :lll( .. t lei' Ol'Clgn eOITIIOO( ltl\'~, w nell, ( urlllg the last fe, 

)-I':U''', 1JaYC been ]Jl1l'ehased in the New York lIl:lrkl't.;. UntIel' the cxi,;tin 
('OlIllIlI'I,·ial rC';l1lar,i"ll.'J, thercfore, tbe (";,itr·ol ~!:'tl": wilt'at-'!l'o,yn,; wi i 

han' to I'OUlpetc with the ('allu(lian~ 011 krill.'; ,1i,,;!(lvantllaeou..; t~ the fOi:mel 
in !1, market whieh ~8 next in jlJ1p(JrL~1JI'" :1II11 nearly equal to Brazil. J 
hI'> other mal'ket~ 01 t.IH~ 11"01'1<1 hnth WIll 1111'1'1 Oil all ('Ilua] fuoting, (':I1I:1d 
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flour lti at ill!ti tillle competing, in the ~ e'" York U1urkctti, with that of tIll' 

i Tt'el;lt.e1"J~ tiLIti.'-, t~ ;;upply the !o~'ei~n llemlllHl which regulate;; the price of 
t\le artICle: alld It woult! ho I1\JurlOIlS to AUH'rican ,intcre~tf' to force the 
11'<1.1(', whieh is HI)\\" "::l'l'ied nn with th(' Atbntic citie;<, intn the clltlnnel of 
the f't. Ll \\1",'11<.'(', 

. it is a,,'l!llIcd (awl a~, perhaps, it mil} turn ont, nnfortunatrly a"'~l\Il1ed,) 
by the 0IJl'('iWllt~ uf' lilt, reciprocity bill, that in the cycnt of the hill hein)!; 
rejected hy tIle AlUl'rlC:l1l (:"II,~TC~>', Uanuda will maintain II(,l' l'l'l'~l'lit eom~ 
mercial poli,:,\ . .11i11 l'tlJllillll" I" f".\,~(CI' lh,: import trade from the 1-lIited 
::-;r.ak", 

It i~ 'cry dl',;ira i .\" tll:ll ,\ lilt :-hrlldd 1., {'Idly :\\\arl' ,,1' the "lall' IJl' puhlil' 
opiniOlI ill (:;l1Iada Oil i hi,. 'IIII,.-tioli. Haying lll.r~t'lf hel'lI a :-il'''li),: :I,l'tleat" 
for fl'el' l'lJlltlllci'ciu 1 ill tC'i'C(.IIl·,"(: with tlw ruited Stak" and lluvillg lmd, ill 
my po:>itiOIl 11, jIWllil'(' lIIilli"ter, tu rc~ict iit ParliuHlellt. the ad\"tI'at('~ "f a 
restrictiH' policy, I Illil tlt(\I'oug-hl.v <l\"pmill'ed with the viC'\\·., of alll";:'li:"-' 
I havc 110 lte~itati()il ill ~1:Hillg that tIle ",1\ I)t',a [,'" of a i','wlia1iYI: noli",' aI'<' 
rapi'lI)' ,!.!'aillill;.( ;:i'IOIIII'l. Wltl'lllei' all III' ,IllY uf tlte plan" "11;!,~~'-t(',[ will 
be canied 'Jilt, i[ i, of ""Ilr.'ie illl},,),,~il,],' fltl' lU,' iO ,,,y. IJIlt it j, ,·(':'tai,:!" 
highly dc"il';:lJle t!t:lt, in il1'l'iviug at (t n:ry important ',L'l'i,i"IJ. Y'lil "IIlII!!:i 
he fully aWilr .. ,)t' the 11l".I",j)le COIl""JIlCIIC"-' 'I'll(' l'l'-iloll',,,iti,,,, 0:[' : ill' 
differential dllties :l!!aill~t tlw t 7

l1ite.J ;-;tatl'" lllalll\fudllr('~, ha~ i'C(;1i ,lr"!J~h 
U\',!!CIl. SllCI] a. m.:'a"II\'l~ "'''Ill,ll,,: 'IJn~llt('ceptablt: ," die (")II11lll'l'<:i,d i'il(':"~'!" 
of !\If'];!I'I'a] a:"l (!;;.,l.\"" )\ ii<""~' rra,]" wa, ,,_'oi,)!,..;]\, il,jUI'l,,1 by their 1'I.')JI':.I, 

At the do-t ' of llil' liid .,_,,,,]011 Ill' I/Hi' l'arlialll"llt..':tll <illthH'lltial lill'lI'!'l'" 1)1' 
tht' u!'P()~itifHl~ :a .~!··.'H'}~ltlau \'tIt .. 11t.'lll Hit.)",\, a l'\)l'lUCr ad'llilli:--u','liil.l:i dH> 
tJf}ivt' \\hil:lt l han' HOW tlte honor to fi. II , t!';!',',' )jI.tict' fir hi" iutClltilJ1l 111 ill-
1'1'11,/1\(''-' a bill, l!ul'ilJ,(!' ti", IlI'xl :-<1, ... ~iflll, I .. ')'(.-illlpn~,' 111"-(' Illltie,-, L":I:!;II!~ 
'i}"'aJl.- of thl' ()Pl'"~,iTi'J1I 1.:1\ I' "trtln!Lir ,1t!Y'II';i!:l'11 ,'lIth a 1'11"1."';111'", :tll'[' It" 
d071bt can he cntcl'tain('lll hi! t it ,,;ilt' ~lIga!-!l' I he ""lbi,lt'ratil/Il of "iii' Pal'
liament at all earl\' dilY, ~llOl\hl it 1", adopt",1. t 111' 1-lIitNl "tall'" \mllid 
hal'e no jll"t '::lU.-l' ;,[, I.'O;lljJlaillt. Tlwy I"'\"\, iU\'itl"! ('allada I" ]'('1,(,,,1 dll' 
rli/fel'('l!tilli ,lllrj~"" tJIl'! I lit il' 1'I:il'I,ti,,1t "i' tIl(' r""ipr""ity ],ill \\",111.1 "i' "",,.:.,, 
he look eo II nOli :I' I!. dl'lihel't,t" l'('j"dillli "i' ti" I"'il,,<ia naiL" 

1n ElI,!,da;I,1 lhe 1'~'-illlf',,~iiil)lI 'of dij)('/'l'lIli:d ,lnrie,.; hy Caila.!" , .... ,111.[ i.:
l'iCIH"llIlO,,1 faro!':!L]"-, :Ili,lll"'I·t) ('al! he 110 r\on1,( that tht, dr.",! \\,)t!l./ I", 
to Htimu\rIte tlw {,tfu;·i- tlf 11",.;(, ,,1111 :;iT ,"'l,j;i,,!.!' 11' obtain ,Ollie lliodiiit'ali())1 

of the Pi'l'Sl'llt C()!'lI !:t \', ,. _ \'lIodlt·\, llIl'a~I\l'" ;,f reta liation whieh i- :it',!~;Ji
ninO' tn C'1I~:l~e ,lttl'il1j,1I1 ill Uan:ltl'l, i~.; tlie ('I""ill,~ np uf all the ("lll;tl.~ t" 
Am~l'ie:m ;.,,~~('I-, ~:jlllliJ;l tIJi,~ l",li,'," he :J,lopt,~d. a l1Iost !;'crioll,'; il\jUI'Y 
\l'onM he illllit'led 1111 lill' !:';ule 1.11' (,Iiil':!)!", ('II'\'l'Iand, and other lilke p"I'\''. 
n~\Yr,~'(), JI::'':'1i:-J,:II,:.!·J" :1)1(1 the :\t'w Eil).!land railroad interest, Bm'lin!-(ton. 
Wbi;,h:dl. all:l illf' .\cw YIII'\.; north'l'lI t:lllai. 

TIll! (l:lil :1di:l1i n'n'lllI\' ,t..-rin·d f1'fJlll toJl~ ,,,nlllrlof ('1,1I1''''!' suffer, lillt as 
that f;,nJl~ ill! jll";,!2'niti":l1t1 l"ll'(ioll of t1:e 1'f'<011l'('('~ of the provineC', the lo~8 
'1'OIllrll':lu,l·il,' iW';-'lIH'lIielll'l'. It is l'olltf'I"lt-d 1,)" the nth'ocate~ j;.l' thl.' 
policy, i btt t lit, \1·,:stU 1I.l)I'Oflntts Wllieil lIOW find ! lJ('i~' way h): (}'iwego and 
Ogclenshnrgh to 2\e\\ lork and BO)lton, :tllll c:lI'j'lelllll_\Il~~I'l~'alL "nttnm~, 
woulrl he (livcrtp,] t" Ihe ~I. LIl,rrcnce, alllI that the entIre Illiand trade 
would he in Briti.~h lJotrom~. It is ufiirmetl that the tonnn!!C' Ill' Canadll, 
widl "'hat could he !'pared from Noya Rcoti:t and New nrunswick, would 
yery soon bC' sufficient for the inere3i!ed trade. I hllYe stated the view8 
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which <11'0 entc1't<1inetl very extensively by inflnential parties ill Canat1':i. 
a:; to hCT l'uture cOlllllll'rciall'!llic'y ill the event til' the rejection of the recip
]"Cwity hill 1,y ('1l11:.::rr~,:. 

I .Wl, ho\',-eYcr, unauthorized to anIlouucc the vicw:> of the C<1111tdian go
\,i"'lIlllel: I,; in(lcc(l, itR policy hfts not yet been determined on. Since the 
:lc('l';;~iC)1I ur the pretlent alhninistration to offiee in 1848, they have been 
11'11 tehill,~ with allxiety the proceedings in Congress regarding the reciprocity 
hill; :ell,l my IIhjl,(·t in vii'iting '\Va8hington at this time wa;; to ascertain., if 
po":,ihl,,. tlil' l'n>lll!hle fatr of that mem;ure, as the goyeml11ent must be pre
]lI\I'('{l ill the a-ppl'Otlching ::;C:;SiOll to mect Parliament with a defincd policy 
I"rgal'llillg our commercial relation::; with the e nited States. 

Although 1 ha \"l' p1'obubly exhau:-ltctl 'yOIll" paticnce, I must make a rc-
1I1ill'k or l w:) on tIle importance to the l' nited States of the free navigation 
IIi" t]w ~~l. La 11!"l'iH·('. It has heen affirmed hy the opponents of the recip
],()(·ity hiil, that jlla~:lllueh n~ a com;iclerable (luantity of Cunach flour is sent 
11.1' d!~' (i,"lle,~() a!l(1 Ugtlcns1.cmgh routes, the 8t. Lawrence route must be 
liluth i";'("'j"I'. I lll'licyc, OJ: the other I13ml, that the increasing tnull' of 
the If,"t 'rill :llfOi'(l J.u:-;ir1l' .. :~ for all the chanllels whieh are likely to he 
upl>Ill',1 to it: awl if ~ur{'Jy would Lr all ililmense a(halltago both to the 
~hippill,~ all(l 1~,~Ti{·::lt1U":d illtt'1"l'"t,-; of the 'Y r:'t to be allowed to participa.te 
ill i"ul'l!: . .;I,i1'!-!, ~lli'l'li(',: to the ,!.:T,,';!t del':1t~ of tlw fi:<hing tmdr. '1'he ye;;;:wJ:.; 
"Il tIlt' I"L' ·t(·l"l lake,,; l'!I~~a!!l'cI ill tlli,,; eOlllmrrcr, al111 whieh are now ill!l~ 
clIP'ill,'!' [lLt> '" i:ltt'i' ml)!lth~l, won].l (1)trlin :l share of tllc> ,,'('-;t India trade, fur 
wlll,'1e tllc'Y art' ,H·ll r;llitecl. 

! lIu:I' ~tatl':t fa,,: "1' t\,;o l'('al'ill~' Oil thr importance of the St. Law
I'l'"I(O" \j,[\"i'f,\I-;"q 

'I: "; ",": j;:','[ ~l'1)pijt'atill1::-' ILL \'e becn ll1:!Je to the C.llladian [.!overnll1ent tln
l'iol~" ti,,' 1::,: :1.1J \"':I!';, j,.; 1(;:rtic. ill Dulfalo Cleyebnli a;l,l Cllil"l"') for 

". . . : I ..,. ~ , 

1"'1'111:-;';"" :" 1"1~' I"c:':-'!.': through the ::;r. LltWrence, which it haH he en 
""ll'-L'I,;I:','I[ il::'~ .. :· e~:j-;tillg eil'ellln,~t:l1le(',; to refm·e. Spcl:i:lI pC1"mi",:iolJ, 
hOW("-',·,'" y;::,~ gl\'l'll III Li\-tI ca,.;t'<, onc to./I, YC,,~el t" ("any a C:ll'g:O of CC'l'-
1)1'1' " 'r.: j ;'OJl\ L:tke Hnrnll to ~,\-an,'C;1, It1 \\'alcs: the other to a vr,,:,d 
1.,:HliIlJ t) (~:d~r()l'11i:t 'r;~h i·iU!:~l"i~Ht'~.· ,-

l.;,"::!:'~ tll'_"" ~':l'~l''';' t]", (;;;n'nl111~nt uf [llc Cllitl'd ~tatc~ made appli
<:::, i"'1 h,' j>l'l'lIlIC:':')1I to ~"II,1 t,yO war-steamers through the Can:1cIiall 
.' Il!al~ :!1I1l ~;l. L:\''';:'''!~("t' to the :'-tlanti\'. which was at once grantrd. 

lh\-l!',~': 111-, ,x !'I"l,.,,,_':c:('{l 'ytll! w,th my yiews on thi;; import aut (lUestion, I 
1:::1",' c)<li,' in l",lI,dn-;j('ll to 1'\jI!'l":,' my ~;al"lll acknowledcrmcnts to you for 
',,, , : I " I.'", 'I., • ..' ; ttn ] ,t '\ ..J 1! 1 I? " 1. .. , ,1,_ "I.. L, ;)(,1 I,}, ~f1 ILlt 0 10 ,,0, .IUll 101' t 1e p:ttIent cOllindl'ra.twlI 
,,,l!il,h, :1:: ~,ltl:i:'JJI.!lI of tlrt: Committ;'L' of Commerce in the IIoll:'e of Ih,p
\'{"f':,I;I:II',',; •. Id!l lJall' l"lt<l the f'lIb.lcet. 

l h" \,' tllC 1t"lltI]" ttl ]"cll\:\ill, ~i]", Y"lll' lIl,,~t obclliellL lnullMe f:Cl"Yant, 

:F. HINCK8, 
Illllpfl!tor-Gr!/IeJ"fllof e"il,ld,l. ,,' 

! jj i r, ,il. 1:. :\I. :'IIt'L \ :-E, 

i ',":r'/,'/J.l:Ul <- '''n~jJ/I·f,t,·" '~Ii' (.'"""·,1,',",·",, ,. I.,+" n . Ltd/,,(' ((I, '1Ji"I'SI'lltaiI1'l'8. 
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DEPAR'DIENT OF STATE, 

lVasldltgtoll, Jlfl!'l.'h :2f1, 18':;l. 
SIR: By the direction of thc Secretary of State, I hayc the honor to 

ack~owledge. the receipt of the .two letters which you YCHterduy addn":'('ll 
to hIm, relatIng to the comm~rcJaI regulations to be established hetweell the 
Unit.ed States and the B~'itish North American' provinces; a;lIl to illfl)rlll 
you III reply, that they wIll be forthwith submitted tu tll(' President with 
'U view of obtaining his directions upon the subject at the eurlic~t ~OHYC
nient day. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with high consideration, your obedient ~l']'
vant, 

Right Hon. Sir H. L. BUl-WER, &c" &c., &c. 

\Y. S. DERRICK, 
e1ti~f Clerk. 

BltITJ:-'H LE(~.\'l'IO:\, 
JUlie 24, 18:)1. 

. SIR: I have alrcady expressed to you at different peri'lllc, and especiitll,v 
III my note of 22d March last, the disappointment which was experieHcl'd 
in Canada, when at the close of last session of Congrec,' it W:l:< known that 
no progress whatever had been made in the hill ,,,hiel! hall )'('Cll brouglt t 
forward for three ye!trs succeRsively for reciprocatill;":' to the me;]l'ure 
which passed the Canadian legislature in ]847, and ,,],jth gl'alltt;.l t" the 
natural produce of this country: an cntry free of lIut,\" into (':m:1I1a when:·',-,
ever the Federal Legislature of the Lnite<I St;]te" ~llOn]t1 p;l~" 11 lllt'II"Ul'C 

similarly admitting into the enited State:.; the natural prollu<:l' ,,1' the Cana
das. This disappointment was the greater, inasmuch :::.: the (':llI:Hli:lll gn'.
ernment has always adopted the mOf't liheral commercial poli('," with l'C"Pl'i't 

to the United States, as well in reganl to the transit through it" c,l1m!', I::': 

in regal'll to the admission of manufacturcli goods coming from thi::; ('()lllltry. 
I have now the honor to enclose to you the copy nf :lll official (:oml1luni

cation which I haye received from the goyernor-general, Lord Elgin, by 
which you will perceive that unless I can hold out some hopes that a plllicy 
will be adopted in the United States similar to that which has bem adnptCll 
in Canada, and which the Canadian authorities would be willillg, if md; ill 
a corresponding spirit, to carry out still farther, the Canadian governmellt 
and legislature are likely forthwith to take certain measures, which, hot h ill 
themselves and their consequences, will effect a considerable change in thc 
commercial intercourse between the Canadas and the Unit('II Staks. 

I should see with great regret the adoption of such measures, and I alii 
induced to hope, from the conversations I havc recently had Kith you, that 
they will be unnecessary. 

The wish of her Majesty's government indeed would be rather to illlp l'OYC 

than impair all relations of friendship and good neighborhoocl between he]' 
:\Iajesty's American po~s(,Rsions ana the Unitrrl Stat(',,; allil I f<:(,l ltly Hell' 
authorized to repeat to you now, what I have at difl'erent times a 11'(' atly 
stated to Mr. Clayton and yourself, viz.: that her Majesty's government 
would see with vleasure anyarrant;einep,h either by treaty 01' by legisla~ 
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1 iOB, el>tahll:;hin.t it free interchange of a11natural prouuctions not aniy be> 
tween Canada a~d the Uniteu States; but between the United States and 
all her Majesty's North American provinces; and furthermore, lam will· 
ing to say that in the event of such an arrangement, her"Ma.j.esty's govern·, 
lll~nt wo~ld be rcady to upcn to American shipping the waters of the river~ 
~t. Lawrence with the canals a(~joining, according to the terms ofa letter' 
which I addressed to .\11'. Clayton 011 27th March, IHijO. for the informa-
tion of thc Comtnitlee on Commerce in the House of Repl'esentlJJtives~ and, 
to which I take Llll' IilJel'ty uf referring .r0u, ,\hibt I milY add that her 
)Iajesty',.; gOyenl111ellt would in this case be like\Y~:;e wilfing to open to 
,\mcrican fishermen tIll' ji~herit'~ along the coa"t of Xu,'a Scotia and New 
Brunswick, according tLl the conditions ~pecilietl in the cnclosed extract 
!'i'om illstructiolls with 'I"hich I :till furnished, 

The willingness tu grant to American citizens 011 such reasonable con
.litions two important privileges so long enjoyed exclusively by the SUbjects 
"f Great Britain; will testify clearly to the spirit by which the British gov
ernment is Oil this occasion animateu; and as aft'airs have now arrived at 
that crisis in which a frank explanation of the view~ of either party is 
lIccessary for the illtere:its and right understanding of both, I take the 
I iberty of begging yon to inform me whether you a.re, di~posetl, on the part 
o/" the G nitell State;;, to enter into such a convention, as will plate the com
mercial reiatioHs l)et ween the C uite,l Statt-~ ,amI her ,3lajesty's North 
:\merican colonies on the footing which I have lu~re Pl'Upo:'Jctl; or whether, 
ill the l'H'llt of there appearing to you all,)' ulJjectioll tlJ proceed by conycn
tioll ill tlli,; matter, you can a""un.: me that the Luited Statc::; gon~rnmellt 
will take the carlie:;t opportunity of l!l'gelltly reC0Il111lt::1I({il!;! ClIllgl'CSt' to 
""lTY Ollt the l'1.,ject afnH',';aill l,y tllC means of lc"i,Jutillll. 

I 't~vail my,;eif of thi" opportunity to renew t(;',\"( u the a~''1tnllJCC of my 
hi.:!lH:~t l:nll~i,-ll'ratioll. 

H. L. BCLWrm. 

~i"nmC\.\lr.:\l Huu,;],;. 
Toronto, June I, 1851. 

:-lm: 1 have tlte honor to tnlllsmit rOI' YOlll' cxcellency's information 
th(~ copy of a memomndum and accolllpa'llyin~ documcnr", which has been 
<11umittel1 to llle hy the Honorable MI'. Hinch, in:;peclor-gencral of pub
li,~ accounts in thi~ province, on the ~llL.icct of th~.J dosin;.r of the Canadian 
"allal~ to fOfl'i:.:n ye;;~el,,: You. are. I believe, aware that a lue:lSUl'e, such 
;l-; that retolllmended LS Mr: Hinch, ha..; heen for i'iOHlC time contempla. 
tl,tI bv tIt(' ('allarli:m Government. ' 

I haTe been II~O,'l unwilling to IlILH, rl'COlli'"P to it, UlOrt' IJHl"ticularly after 
rlll' rl'pre~entatlOns nUltle bv the .:f(>utlt·lIll'll rrOJJl o~,\ e~o, who visited 
this city some time ago. . • , . , 

Tlw discussion which took pla.ce ill the lecri;;ia.ti\l· a~'elfll.,jy last {'n:uinu. 
io which MI'. Hincks refers ill his melllor:'ndulll, indicate;;,' however, ye~v 
!;learly, the direction which public opinion if; taking 011 thesl; questions, and 
l cannot conceal from your excellency my belief that, unless you are ena
hlf'd to give me some :l!!snrancc that negotiations with the government of 
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tho C nit:-d i:3tatc; :11'0 in progrc~~, which aro likely to rC::lUit in placill~ tit!.' 
comlllcrcml relatIOns l,ctwerll the provinces and tile l'nitrd ~tatp~ on " 
~orc sati,,;f~1,ctory footing, it.. will not. be in my POWCI' any long-er to l'ph?in 
Hom atloptmg the step;,; wInch tlw J1Jiipector-gcnel'al ~ll~:!·t':-t,... .. :lllri which 
1Il;1.". I 1 hillk, ycry probably 11(' followed up by otliCl'fo; ,';;I~'lllatt'd 1" 1·:II·(·k 
the trallc hetwccn British Xonh Amel·ic<1 and the Lnited ;-ita<,':- . 
. ;;Un~er these circumstances, ~ deem it m;r duty to iu\·itc yom exeelleue."·" 

attenhon to the documents whICh I herewith enclo~(', ,fIul to rC(plest YOll 

will, at your earliest conwni"I1f:e, furniHh me, for mv guidance, with f'~leh 
infonnation respecting the \'iewH of the t!overnment' of tl1f' Fniter1 State!" 
afo! it may be in your powe\' 11) ,::!:iyc. 

"[ haw, &'c., 
ELGIN .\.NI> KINCARDINE. 

The Rt. Hon. ~ir lJE:-<ltV L. Bm,wlm. G. r. R .. & •... ,"c .. ,\:e. 

'rhc papers alluded to iu I hi~ rlc.-pat('.h, al'<' : 
ht. Memorandum from ~h. Hinck.;; to the Govel'IlIJI·-Ocncl'al of Canada, 

recommending that 1 hI' canalf\ :-hOlllri be clo~cd to fOl'l'ign shipping, in Ti'

g~l.l·d to which no immediftt.c'l('P~ ''.'ETC taken in consequence of the expected 
:Ll'riYfllof a depntntioll from (kwI';'!:o. to eonfrl' with the (~overnor-(Tener:ll 
on this suhject. 

:!,_lIy. J[emol'andlllll-ub'-"'jUelll I"~ ll!o :!lTiYal fir :,airl Ilcpltttniou, rccom
lOenllin~ that the ('anah; ~h"nl(l \". l'l,,-.:d, \lnl,,~,' tIle Hriti"h ministcr at 
\Vac;hin''''toll conlll ~i\'(',"O\il(' :l"~HJ'a!l(,(, that t.he tralle hetween Canada and 
the lJni~ecl ~t.a:('.' j, likdy to 1.e pl:werl 011 a more .-:ttj~radn\''y footing. 

3(11y. ne~olntions :illl)llt 10 be proposed by the HOIl. :'Ill'. Robinson, tu 
the eft'ect that a (lnt)' ,,1' twcnty pl~r eent. "hould be ll'\-i('II on American 
~OOIL. afill thai a .-\ ",[nil of differential duties "houlll IJC returned to, en
~oUl'aging impurtn:s to l'ri\l,~ their ;~nod~ into Canada. yj:l St. J,f!I\Tl'ncc, 
instead of throngh Ill(' rnit(~d 8tatc~. 

-Hhh-. Ref'olntioll!:-: al"'lIt [II he nrnl")~e,l by tlle ]lon. )'Ir. :JIerritt, that 
her )r;~.il'st.Y h,. pra'y(~,l tn I'l'I"'lilIllC;111 io hel' impl'l'ial Parliament to enact 
that similar duties f'lu)ul,1 1.(' jmpo"etl on foreign produce (a.s enumerated 

.in flchedule ,\ hen'wj\ h appended) imported illto lrreat Britain and her 
dependencie;;:, a;;: are lcyicd 011 Briti"h pro(lncc in tho!'1e foreign conntries. 

Gl'itin, aIIII hl'ead~tnffs (If all- kiJlll~, yegetablt'~, fruit;;, weds, auimalH, 
hides, wool, elleese, tallow, hO\'llH, Halted and frel"h meatA, ores of all kinds 
of metalr;, plaster of paris in ,.to])(' 01' ;zround, ashe!'!, timber, "tan's, wood, 
and ltunh('L of all kind:". 

I".); 1 

'" i I :,r~ll [l..':dl'(let.] 
,.,i!; 
'; .. Her Majesty's government 8re prepare~, on cer~ain conditio~ls and 

with .certain reservat.ions, to make theconC€'IISlOn to which 80 much ImpOl'l
:mce seeUlS to have been attached by 1\11'. Clayton, namely: to throw open 
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to the fbhenllcll of the linitell States, the fishcries in the waters of the~ 
Uriti~h NOl,th Amcriean eolonie~, with permiti~ion to those fhl1lCrmell to 
hlld on th(> coast of those colonies for the purpose of drying their nets 
;1 1111 (,lll'in~ their fblt: provided, thltt, ill l'O (loing, t,hey do no~ ~nterfere with 
the m ... IlC;',o, of prinlte property. or wIth the operatt?lls of BntI,sh ~shermen. 
Her Jhj",.;ty'" ;!,uYcrnment, howevel', would reqUIre ?s an mdIspensable 
eOllllition, in return fol' this concession, that all fish, mther cured or fresh, 
imported into the {']litell States from the British North American posses
~itllll' ill YC''',-;l'1~ of lIlly lIation or llescriptiOlI, shoul<l be admitted into the 
Fnite(l i"tate:-; duty r;,cc. <tlHI upon terms, in all respects, of elluality with 
fi~h impoJ'tc(l hy citizens of the United States.': 

.X. B. A;\ the concession above stated applIes ~olely to the sea fishery, 
the fii'herit';~ in estuaries and in the mouths of rivers are not, of course, in
rI 11(1('(1. 

Her i\Iajl'~ty':-; government do not propose that any part of this anange-
11I1'!lt ~ll!'!ll,l :'l'ply to Nc"foUll(ll:nH1. 

conHE~TO~DEXOE RBLATIYE TO 1'HE OREGON BOUNDARY. 

W.lf-:Jlr:,(;TOX, .]llJllUU'Y 13, 1848. 
~~I It: :'Ih, Pal:c1tham, ill the carly part of last year, suggcsterl to her 

:'IIa,j:',:ty'.; gOYel'lllllent the expediency of endeavoring to arrive at an early 
:,I'Likllll'nt oj' ~nch nmttl'l';; of detail a;; are 8till wu,nting to a complete ana 
jin;!] :ldj'1,hll:'11 [ of ('ycry thing connedctl with the Oregon bounuary. 

In the propriety of this suggestion, her Majesty's government concurred, 
"'J fa!', ;I t le"l"', ;:.; el'l'taill pOl'tiolls of the boundary in question are involved; 
hilt finding fwm the H(lmiJ'ulty and from the Hudson Bay Company, that some 
imp01'tallt l'a]'1~ of the :'paee through which the boundary line is to run, 
ILllll;'],\", l!t(· (hIlt' of Georgia awl Fnca':; stmits, al'e still very imperfectly 
1.:11111';11, and that farther infol'mation reRpecting them was to be shortly ex-
1""'\1'1\ by 1I1e:l.m: or the reports of the cOlllmander of het' Majesty's survey-
i H'.!; 'd','Sl']" .. Hcmld" :nlll "I>a1ll101':t," which were cngaged (luring the 
pl'l'vious summer in surveying thl)~l' ,,-atcl's, her ~I!ljesty's government were • 
of opinion t]wt it would 111' better to postpone any further proceedings re-
,pt'ctiilg tllP houlldm'y until thoHe reports shall be receiyed. <. 

Ilt'I' .\fajr,.;ty's ;:(O\'ernment have howe \"Or learned, by furthet' inquiries at 
the admiralty. 111:1 t the sUl'yey which waR carried on last year in the Straits 
of Flle,l allil the Gulf of Georgia, hy her l\Iajel-lt.y's ships <, Herald" anel 
.. P<1llflol'3," did not extelHl beyond the entrance to Hood's Canal on the south 
:i nd 9an,al I~e ~\rro ?n tll(' north: :~nd that ~hus the gl'eater part oft!le space in 
T 111' c.-ul~ of ~ T~OJ'!!I~ thr~ugh wInch t.h~ 11ll!' of bOUl~clary, as prdnded by the 
l:1l11ventlOn ot tllC' 1,)th ot .June, 184(j, 1:; to he cal'l'le(l, remalllS' unexplored. 

This hf'ilJ;! ~lle (':I~l'~ !lll(l ,tll?l'e bein~ no prohability that her Majesty';; 
~':"\""l'l)m('nt y;1l1 ill:I!IlI1'l', W1tlJ111 any re:L~on:tble time, tlwt detailed know
ll·d;:;c' 1,l',i\t{J;;(' part,-; which they had been led to expect, there seems, to her 
.\I~\lr~ty.~ g<lH!l'iIll:e~t, to"be no reason for an;y furt~er delay ill com~uni
caumg ,\\t11 the ,l'mte~l States government, WIth a VIew to the adoptIOn of 
earl~· measures for laymg down such parts of the boundary line as the two 
gnYernmcnt:l Oll mutual consulta.tion deem it a<ivisable to determine. 
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I have, accord~gly, bee.n fur?ished by. her Majesty's principal Secretary 

of St~te for ForeIgn AffaIrs, wIth such mstructlODs as may be necessary 
for thIS purpose. But her Majesty's Government believe that it may be 
useful tha t I should first briefly recapitula,te what has been done in regard 
to determi ning the whole of the boundu,ry which separates the North 
American territory of Great Britain from that of the United States. 

Assuming t4at the commission of which Lieutenant-Colonel Estcourt 
and Mr. Albert Smith were members, has now finished its work, the boun
dary line may be consi dered as having been marked out on the ground 
from the Bay of Fundy to the head of Lake Huron, the point to which it 
was co.mpleted under the sL'{th article of the treaty of Ghent. 

From the head of Lake Huron to the head of Lake Superior, the line 
was surveyed and marked out on the ground by the commissioners under 
the seventh article of the Treaty of Ghent; but in consequence of a dif
ference of opinion between them on certain points, that portion of the 
boundary was not definitively determined by those commissioners, and 
consequently was not agreed npon by the two governments. But this part 
of the line has since been so dl:lfinitely described in the second article of 
the Treaty of Washington, of the 9th of August, 1842, that no serious 
doubt or difference of opinion can well arise about it. And the boundary 
line having by the same Treaty of Washington, been farther carried on, by 
equally circumstantial description, to the point where the forty-ninth 
parallel of latitude strikes the western shore of the Lake of the Woods, it 
may fairly be assumed that the portion of the boundary line which extends 
from the head of Lake Huron to the Lake of the Woods may, without 
inconvenience, be allowed for the present to rest upon verbal description 
without being actually marked out upon the ground. For it is to be borne 
in mind that the desert condition of the country through which this portion 
of the boundary line passes, while, on the other hand, it prevents any 
pressing necessity for marking that line out, would render the operation of 
marking it out excessively expensiyt', by reason of the cost and difficulty of 
subsisting the persons who would be employed in that operation. As bear
ing upon this point, I enclose a copy of a memorandum which Lieutenant
Colonel Estcourt has drawn up for the use of the Foreign Office, and 
which states the most eligible mode and the estimated expense of marking 
out either the whole or certain detached parts of the boundary from Lake 
Superior to the Gulf of Georgia. Her Majesty's Government, therefore, 
upon a full consideration of the matter, would not be inclined at present 
to propose any measures for actually marking out upon the ground the 
boundary line from the head· of Lake Huron to the western shore of the 
Lake of the Woods. 

From the Lake of the Woods to the Gulf of Georgia the line is des
cribed by the treaty of the 15th of June, 1846, as running along the forty
ninth parallel of latitude, and the ascertainment of that parallel on the 
surface of the ground being an operation of astronomical observation, Cll! 
be accomplished with as much precision at a future time as at present. 

But between the Gulf of Georgia and the Straits of Fuca, the line ~ 
less distinctly an! accurately defined by the verbal description of the treaty 
by which it is established; and local circumstances render it probable thl1<t, 
if this part of the line were not to be precisely determined, the uncertainty 
as to its course might gjve rise to disputes between British subjects aDd 
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citizens of the United Statcs. It appears, therefore, to her Majesty'$ gO\'

ernment that it would be wise to proceed forthwith to take measures for 
marking' out that portion of. the ~ine of boundary. . . .. 

Fqr this purpose, her ~IaJesty s government are of o~mlOn that It mlgh~ 
probably be s~fficient that each g~v:ernment should appomt a naval officer of 
scientific attamment.s and of conCllIatory character, and that those officers 
should be directed to meet at a specified time and place, and should proceed 
in concert to lay clown the abovementioned portion of the boundary lin,e. 

The first operation of these officers would be to determine, with accu
racy, the point at which the forty:ninth parallel of latitud~ strikes the 
eastern shore of the Gulf of GeorgIa, and to mark that pomt by a sub-
stantial monument. • 

From that point they would have to carryon the line along the forty
ninth parallel of latitude to the centre of the channel between Vancouver's 
Island and the continent; and this point, as it probably cannot be marked 
out by any object to be permanently fixed on the spot, should be a~cel'-' 
tained by the intersection of the cross-bearings of natural or artificial land-
marks. , 

The two officers would then have to carryon the line down the centre of 
tha t channel, and down the centre of the Straits of Fuca to the ocean. 
And this water-line must, as it would seem, be determined also by, a series 
of points to be ascertained by the intersection of cross-bearings. 

But in regard to. this portion of the boundary line, a preliminary ques
tion arises, which turns upon the interpretation of the treaty rather than 
upon the result of local observation und survey. 

The convention of the 15th June, 1846, declares that the line shall be 
drawn down the middlr of the "chan lid" which sepa,rates the continent :;-,'1 
from Vancouver's island. And upon this it may be asked what the word 
"'I channel" was intended to mean. 

Generally speaking, the word "channel," when employed in treaties, 
}'Ueans a deep and navigalJlech:nmel. In the present case, it is believed 
th~'t only one channel, that, namt'Jy, which was laid down by Vancouver 
in hili chart, has, in this part of the gulf, been hitherto surveyed and 
used; a,nd it seems natural to suppose that the negotiations of the Oregon 
conventl,"lD, in employing the word" channrl," had that particular channel 
in view. 

If this construction he mutually adoptell, no preliminary difficulty will 
-exd#~ and the commissioners will only have to ascertain the course of the 
line ~ong the middle of that channel, and along the middle of ' 'the Strllit~ :~
of Fuca 40wn to the sea. -

It is" iRd.eed, on all accounts, to be wished that this arrangement should 
be agreed upon by the two governments, because, otherwise, much time 
miO'hi be wastcd in surveying the vai'iou,~ intricate channel~ formed by 
th; llttruerous islets which lie between Vancouver's i"laml and the main 
lahel; and some difficulty might arise in deciding which of tho~e channclil 
ought to be adopted for the dividin~ boundary. 

The main chaunel marked in \' alttol\\'el"H chart is, inueed, somewhat 
nearer to the continen.t. tha~ to Yuncuu:'cl"S island; 4Iad its adoption 
would leave on the BrItish SIde of the lIne rather more of those small 
islets, with which that part of the gulf is studded, than would remain on 
the American side. But thcse islets arc of little or no "alue; lind the 
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r.l1y ~argo a~d valuable islalld".belonging to the group, namely, that called 
"Whrdbeys, would of cOlU"sctelong to thc rnitcd States. 
I 'This 'question being,. as I. have alre~t1y said, ?~c of interpretation rather 
thlfil of local observatI?n, It ought, III the ?IH.lllon of her Majesty's' go·: : 
:\'ernme.~t, to be. c1etermIll~d before the conmlISSlOners go out, which cannot: . 
,be earltex than III the sprmg of next year. 

'~n bl:inging this mattc: under the consideration of the government of 
the Umt~d Stat~s, I am dIrected. t~ present to you a c~py of the proposed': 
draft of lllstruchons to the eOlllmISSI0IH~rs to be so appomted, which I- ha;ve-: 
1heihonor herewith to enclose. . '.-

I avail myself of this opporttmity to renew to you, sir, the assurance of 
plY,highest consideration. 
, . JOHN F. CRAMPTON. 

Hon: JAMES BUCHANA~. 

DRAFT. 

. Her J\-bjesty's goycrnmcnt and thc Go\'crnment of the United States,: 
hayingdeterUlined to appoint commissioners for the purpose of marking 
oUt· that part of the linc of boundary between the British and United. 
~tates:. possessions in North America, which pa~ses through the Gulf of 
lteor~ia and Fuca's Straits to the Pacific Ocean, I hare to aCtluaint you, 
&'-;c., &c;, &c. 

The first article of the treaty of thc 15th of June, 1846, between Great 
Britain antI the United States, provides as follows: . 
I "From the point on the forty-ninth parallel of north latitude, where 
~.hc·boundary laid down in existing treaties and com'cntions between Great 
I3ritain and the 1Jllitcd States terminates, the line of boundary between 
the territories of her Britannic Mnjelity and those of the 'United States 
!hall be continued westward along the said forty-ninth parallel of north 
latitude to the middle of the channel which separates the continent from 
Vancouver's island, and thence southerly through the middle of the said 
~hannel and of Fuca's straits to the Pacific ocean: provided, however, 
that the navigatio.n of the whole of said channel and strait south of the. 

)

rty.ninth "parallel of north latitude remain free and open to both par. 
·es." 

The first operation which, in conjunction with thc L'nited States com· 
'missioner, you will have to undertake ill tI'Ucing the above-mentioned 

boundary line, will be to determine with accuracy the point at which the 
forty-ninth parallel of north latitude strikes the eastern shore of the Gulf 
of Georgia, and to mark that point by a substantial monument. 

From that point you will carryon the line of boundary along the forty
ninth parallel of north latitude to the middle of the channel between 
Vancouver's island and the continent. The whole breadth of the Gulf of 
Georgia i~ this Eart bein~, as far as is known, navigable, the term" mid
dle, of the channel" u~ed 111 the treaty, may here be assumed to mean the 
Iniddle of the Gulf. But as it is probable that the point which constitutes 
~he middle of the gulf cannot well bem:u'ked out by any oPject to be ~a 
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permanently on the spot, it mtd be ascel'ta.ine.d and fixed by the .intersee
tion of the cross-bearinr"s of natural or artlfimallandmarks. This matte.! 
the commissioners will 1<1',e to settle by mutual agreement; but it will ~e 
essential that the point in question should be marked out a:-; accurately'as 
the nature of things will admit.. . . 

You will then proceed to carryon the hne of boundary from t~lS pomt 
down the middle of the Strait, of Fuca to the ocean. In tracmg and 
marking out this continuation of the boundary, the water-lin~ must pro
bably still be determined ?y a series of poin.ts to ~e ascerta.med. by t.he 
intersection of cross-bearmgs. In performmg thIS operation It will, 
of course, be d.esirable to observe as much accuracy as may be attainable. 
But independently of the impossibility of arriving at mathematical pre
cision in such a matter, such precision is the less important, because the 
treaty stipulates that the navigation of the whole of the channel of the 
Gulf of Georgia and of the Straits of Fuca shall remain free and open to 
both parties. 

That part of the channel of the Gulf of Georgia which lies nearly mid
way between the forty-eighth and forty-ninth paraIl'els of north latitude 
appears by V ancom-er' s chart to he obstructed by numerous islands, which 
seem to be separated from each other by small and intricate channels as 
yet unexplored; it has, therefore, been mutually determined between the 
governments of Great Britain and the United States, in order to avoid the 
difficulties which would l)robably attend the exploration of all those chan
nels, that the line of boundary shall be drawn along the middle of the 
wide channel to the east of those islallt1~, which is laid down by Vancouver, 
and marked with soumlingf', as the channel which had been explored and 
used by the officers under his cOlllmand. You will find the line thus des
cribed, traced in red in the copy from Vancouver's chart hereto annexed. 

It must necessarily be left to the discretion of the commissioners to con
nect this part of the line through Vancouver's channel with the other parts 
of the line which, being drawn through portions of the gulf free from islands, 
must pass exactly half-way between Vancouver's i~land and the main; but 
the slight deviations of the boundary from the accurate midway, which IDay 
for some short distance be required for this purpose, cannot be' of any 
material importance to either party. 01 

.. 
Me-moranilum relating to the tracing and marking the lille of boundary 

between the BritiBh possessions, in NOl·th America, and the United 
States, comprehended between Lake Superior and the Pacific OCea?l. . 

,.. There are four questions for consideration in regard to the amount of 
boundary it may be desirable to mark. 

1. It may be considered sufficient to determine and mark only two point~ 
a.long the forty-ninth parallel of north latitude, viz.: the eastern extremity 
on the Lake of the V! oods, and the western extremity on the Gulf of Georgia. 

2. It may be desITed to trace and survey the line of boundary from Lake 
Superior to tho wiitorn extremity of thQ forty-ninth parallel of north lati-
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, tude on the Lake of the Woods, and thence along that parallel to the Red 
iver. 

3. To dt'lter~ine and trace the forty-ninth parallel of north latitude from 
e Gulf of Georgia to the intersection of the Columbia, west of the Rocky 
ountains. 

\,4. To trace and survey the whole line from Lake f~lll"'lii'l' ti) th~ Pacific. 

I The estimated distances are as follo\\'" : 

1. From Lake Superior to the ea~tel'11 extruility of the furty-ninth 
parallel of north la.titude, on the Lake of the ''I' ood" . 

2. From the eastern extremity of the forty-ninth parallel, a" aboY<', 
along that parallel to the Red river 

3. From the Red river along the forty-ninth parallel to tlte HUlllmit 
of the Rocky Mountains 

4. From the summit of the Rocky Mountain:':! westerly to the Co
lumbia 

5. From the Colwnbia to the western extremity of the forty-ninth 
para:llcl, on the shore of the Gulf of Georgilt 

:'Iilcs. 

818 

~I),j 

l/i·Hi 

Say - I,till l ) 

'With reference to 1\9- 1, twu nl'iti~h a~tl'UllUIllC'rs ~llOulll 1IIi,';(' up with 
the first opening of the l1av~gatioll from l.IOlltl'Cltl, alJll npon anival at 
the Lake of the Woods, they tlhould there, in cOlllpau; \"illt J .. weri\,illl 
u8tronOmel'B, uetcnuil1e anu mark in some durable mallner thl' fOl'ty-uillth 
parallel of north latitude, near the shore of the lake, whilst at the ';illJl'~ 
time the Lake of the Woods itself should be surveyed. 

Perhaps the best monument to erect would be II high mound 0[" eal'tiJ, 
and on it a cast-iron monument with a imitable inscriptioll. Tint would be 
8ufficient for the eastern extremity. • 

The officers shoulu then move ovcr to the western extremity aHlI (10 tIll' 
same there: or, which would be better, other officers I:!hould he ~l'lIt round 
by sea to the Gulf of Georgia in a I:!hip of war. 

The same description of monument should he ('rede!l at tIl!' poillt 011 

or near the shore of' the Gulf of Georgia, determined by obscl'Ylttioll to be 
the forty-ninth degree of north latitude. 

, A survey should be made of the coast, including 1I0rthwal'lI::! the month 
of Frazier's river, and southwards any remarkable headland or ri\ci' whieh 
might present itself. 

StrengtlL of party required (0 pClfonn tlte service de,~cribed (lv(lce on the 
ea8tern extremity of tlte forty-ninth degree, near tlte Lake of the Woods. 

Astronomers 
Sappers 
LnhorerR 

{j 

f>O 
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In8trume'1tt~. 

Tml1~it; 
.\ltitudo and azimuth instrument:; 
Theodolite;'! -
~"xtallh 
('hru\IIlllJetcr,·, UUX 

(~hl'lmometcr", pocket 
Chains 
Scbmalcahb c'''l1Ipasse~ 
Barometers -
Thermometer,; 
Tele8copo~ 

Salarie:; 
Wages -
Equipment" 
Instruments 
Provbions 

Tntul 

.Estimated expense8. 

4 
2 
4 

",-" -:10 
4 
3: 

10 
10 
2 

'£1,200 
7,000 

500 
500 

1,500 

10,700_ 
---,~., 

:\0, :!, Tu trace aud :>un-ey the line of boundary from Lake Superior 
tu (he eastern extremity of the forty-ninth degree oorth latitll(le, near the 
Lake of the 'rood~, and thence along that parallel to the Red river, 

It i., important that the whole :;hould be accomplished in a single seasou, 
hscan:<f' it '"")111d 1)(' uifficult to house tlte parties during the winter; and u 
greater additional cxpeuHe wlIul.!J be incurrcc.l thereby than would be COUl
JucnSUl'ate with the rulue of the ~l'n ice rendered, sinec all operations wouhl 
necessarily be ::;u~pended during the wiutei"" 

Stores fJf I'rv\i~iv!l~ aud liOlllC cl{uipments should be prepared and de
posited in the course of tlte previous ~ell:'!on at Fort Charlotte, on Lake Su
perior: on Hainy lake; at Pembina, on the Red river, neal" its intersection 
hy thc forty-ninth parallel of Horth latitude. . , 

COlllllliti~iiouer 
tlccretary 
Astronol~lCr~ 
Surveyoj','; 
~appertl 

Stl'el/[/tlt of tlte Oommi8sion. 

Issuer:; of pro\"i8iol1~ -
Laborer:; 

COIDmiHsionel
L,.,h01'Pl"iI 

DISTRIBt:TIU:-; OF TIlE ABOVE NUMBERS. 

(lomnl1'Sfiio'1lfl"S part;/}. 

1 
1 
6 
4 

31 
7 

- 300 

1 
10 
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• cretary 
borers 

I 

A$tronomer -
SQPpel'8 
Laborers 

Surveyor 
Sappt'rB 
Labore1'8 

Issuer 
Laborerfl 

8ecrefal7/s party. 

\ 

Earl, .A.st1'onoml·l'al pal'ty. 

Each SwrvcYOI"S parly. 

Eacl, bsuer's pal'ty, 

1 
10 

1 

1 
4 

1 
G 

Two astronomers, one surveyor, ien sappers, and fort.y mm, should fen
dezvous at the Red river settlement before the preyioU!'! winter, so :\s to 
be l'eady to move to their stntiOJ~~ at the earlie~t mODwnt of tllc opening of 
the seMon. 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE PAR1'lEI:'. 

Astronomical p(lrtie.~. 

'1'0 connect the first point of the BUi'Vey on Lake Superior with tlw 
f'llstern extremity of the forty-ninth parallel on the I,ftke of thr. 
Woods \~ - ~ 

At the eastern extremity of the forty-ninth parallel - 1 
On Reed Grass ri rer 1 
Pembina 1 

Sl1p.ernUmel'lll'Y 

'~'UI'I!"ilil1~q lJarti('s. 

On the boundary between Lake Superior and the f'a~t(,l'lI extremity of 
the forty-ninth parallel on the Lake of the Woods -

Red river arid Reed Grass river within certain distances of the 1'01'1 y-
o ninth parallel . 

G 

.. . , 

1 
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Depots of pnn-i;.,ions to 1,,> r'll'llled from three principal depots mentioned 
a~ to he prepal'(>ll hefore the pre\'ious winter. 

For the ~Ilpply or that portion of the bOUlubry between Lake Superior 
:lllll the l','~ll'l'll extremity of the forty-ninth paralle~ - - 5 

;\ t the intt'rs('('ti(lJl of ned U ;'a~~ river by the forty-nmth parallel 1 
;\t the intl'i"'c',':i"ll of tht~ Hell riH'l' hy the forty-ninth parallel 1 

7 

The th1'('e ;l:,tl'OJlOIilf'n: tl('~Lillell for the forty-ninth degree north hltitude, 
after taking up their rl'specti\'c stations, viz: On the shore of the Lake of 
the WO(II!::', 1: on the 1:(,[,,1 Grass river, 1; at Pembina, 1; will, by trial, 
ddf'l'Illill" !llf' f'll'[\"·nilltll ,1('",],(,," north latitude. Then they will mark 
ir in ('onjnnction wi'til rill' J\m~~'ican commiHsion. . 

Till',\' 'will then run t!t.: parallel between the stations thus: 
Tb i Oil 1 k' :shon' of the La.ke of tht' \r oodfl will run weflt; that on the 

Reell (;r:t"~ riYer will nm hoth em.t :tnll W(,,,t; that at Pembina will run 
• ';0."1. 

.\ t tlll' emlor ell'ry l"ll miles they will observe for a new meridian. 
'I'll" 1 (,'II astronomical partie;; Ilestined for the boundary between Lake 

Supf'rinr :I JIll the Lake of the WoodR, will form a chain of stations con
lWl'till[!' 1111'1;( in 11)((,~ill[(l(' hy inwrchnnges of chronometers. They will in 
that w:ly eompktl> the connection of Lake Superior with the eastern ex-
1I".'llli;,\' of tll:> fnrty-ninth parullel on the Lake of the 'Wooc18. 

'['hl' :..;nrr('ynr., will lJ() ,!io:po,ed in detail, thus: 
UlI(' c.lIi'\"',\Oi'. \\'ho \yith the astronomerg will h:n-c previously wintered 

at die HCI1 riy('l' settlcmellt, will, when able to move out in the spring, 
:1.";("('1111 tll(' 1:",1 ril(,I', and procl'e.1 to ~nrY(',V that riYer and Heed Grass 
ril't'r within ('Oll';l'llit,1it ,li~talll'c'" of the fCll-tv-ninth parallel, comprehendinO' 
:II k:l:'\. tlie' mouth or r~I'("\ (~l''';'\''; ri';cl', .. r.> 

The IlthE'l' three will be 11istributed thm: on Lake Superior, one; on 
ltaiuy L:lkl'. two: of tht':-Jc' two, onc will suncy towards Lake Superior, 
:llHllhr, "tl1l'\' [o\',anl" T,:1ke of the \\'"")11,,,, 

They will (1i"po;'" thcir :'ap]1('I'." into dift'ci'ent parties, I1S they think best, 
~n a~ to (,,,', d' t hl' !!rollnll to 1,(' ~Ul·yeyed. 

Tllc' a.,trollolllil':d party 011 the IJake of the 'V-oods will be able to fur
nish one a~lditional ~Ill'\('yin,:l part.", at leafit for It time. That party to be 
employefllll suneying the lJak .. of the \\'001\8 itself, which should be laid 
down with ll1illutelle8~. 

Trau,.,it~ 

Altitude aud H:-:illllltli in,trnmellts 
'fheodolites -
Chronometers, box 
Chronometer:'!, pocket 
Sextants 

6 
6 

26 
10 
15 

6 



Chains 
Schmalcu,lda compassed 
Barometers -
Thermometers 
Spare Levels for transits 
Telescopes 
Heliostads 

Salari{'s 
Wages 
Equipments 
Instruments 
Provisions 
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:W 
:20 
]0 

£ k,OOO 
1::,;)00 

1,GOO 
::3,500 
~),OOO 

~-~-~ 

No.3. To 1race and mark the boundary mentioned in No.3, i. ('., along 
the forty-ninth parallel from the Gulf of Georgia to the intersection of the 
Columbia, west of the Rocky mountains. 

One astronomical party should determine the forty-ninth !legrec of 110rth 
latitude near the shore of the Gulf of Georgia. 'fhat parallel f;hould thell 
be run. Every ten miles a new meridian should be observed for. ( 'ntting 
parties should b{' employed to open the line to thirty feet a~ l"lpidJ." :i." it i" 
run. These parties should consist of ten men each. 

'Whilst the parallel is being traced, one astronomer should remain at a 
fixed observatory on the :,hore of the Gulf of Georgi:t to oh~cryc for a1>,(,
lute longitude. 

The time required for tll!' service would be from one hUJ1Ilrerl allil iifty to 
two hundred days. 

The party should be sent either by sea, or it should move mer L.Y thr 
Refl river settlement. 

But at any rate it would be mo'st convenient to send the printip:ll ('(1'];P
ments and the instruments by sea. 

Commissioner 
Secretary -
Astronomerf; 
Surveyor 
Sappers 
Laborers 

Strength of the jlai'f,ll" 

1 
1 
.) 

iJ 

1 
1:2 

:200 

The surveyor should be employed on the shore of the Gulf of Georgia, 
and should comprehend in his smvey the mouth of Frazer"s riYcr, allll ll" 

much of the river itself as timc would permit. 
If it should be desired to survey the sound and the island bet'w'een Van

couver,s island and the main, a proportionate addition should be ma.de to 
the party to suit that service. The above only contemplates the traci'ng the 
forty-ninth parallel and the survey immediately dependent on it. 
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Traw,itiJ 
Altitude anil :lzim11th inHtrumenl" 
f~,rxt:lllt~, 

'l'heodolil('" 
Ohronometers, box 
Chronometers, pocket 
Chains 
Schmalcahh l'l)mp:ts~l'~ 
Burol11ctcl'f:' 
'rhermometcl'~ 
Spare transit level;: 
'felegcope;: 
Hpiio!<tflch 

102 

Eslhn(l/f! of l'.I'lI/'jl,~'·.~. 

~~ILl'i('> 

'YfI"'<" 
In;:~'umenb 
Equipment,: 
Provisions 

., .,. 

{j 

10 
(j 

4 
10 
10 

ti 

3 

.r 8,200 
11;000 

1,300 
GOO 

11,000 

:;/l.·1. '1'" 11etermine and ti';lle' the JlOlUHbrl' Iflentione(l in So. "[, i. 1'., 

dIC \\hole lilli' from Lake Superior to [lH~ }"icif;c. , 
The ~Ul'\'('y of th:1t portion of the ],o\\wb .. y ht·, wP('n Lake Sl,!wriu;- !ll1il 

1 he ea~tern extremity of the forty-ninth 11f9;1'eC' north lntitnri(, nern the 
L:,kp of tltl' Wood~, "to l)e the !'arnC' a" tl(.l~ ,k',i'l"ibpd in the' OP(,l"fltlOllS 
l'C'quired foj' :Ko. 2. 

That should bc the ,\"ork of the -first ~e:(son. 
From the Lakc of the Wood" til tllC Gulf of t;cllr~ti:l tile Ili,t~nr'\" i~ ab01lt 

1.:~7:3 mile~. 
,\8 the boundary along th:1t part i.'l apal'allel of latitml.:'. it would, pru

habh', be sufficient to mark it at illtcrYal~ of ahont twrntY-fiw miles hy :l 

I·ha i~ . of a,tl'onomical 8tation~. ., 
'1'he number of astronomical parties :;hould he tll'.,ll'". 
'riley Rhouhl move along the line a.l1l1 take up stntion~ III ~11l'(,I'~;'I()n !It 

:1hout twenty-five miles dist:1nce one from the othrr. 
Each p:ll.'iy lIpon taking lip it" ~t:1tioll ,honld O]-,;'l']' "I' for latitude anrI 

time. 
l'pOIl ha rin.!:!; agreed upon :lnd dctcrmilled l1pn1\ the fortY-llinth tlel!'l'e(' 

1I0l-tlt latitwle, it ~houlll be marked. 
Havill!!: (lolle that, the party shoultl mo\'(' \\'(·,1\I:\I"\. c'!illparjll.~ chro

nometers with each station on its jom-ney. 
After h:wing passed the most we~tcl'l'y ~l:ltil)ll, the party should mow 

on about twenty-five miles, establish itl'ldf, <lnll observe as before. . 
Thus the whole line of houndary along the fort.y-ninth parallel of north 

latitude mny probably be ma.rker! at interval" of {'l'om twenty to twenty-five 



103 r 1 ] 

miles in thosc ;;easoll~. Olle season more would be required for the return 
home, and one season for the first part of the survey from Lake Superior 
to the Lake of the W ootb, making in all five sear:;onr>. 

Foul' winters would lJe IXI . .: . .;etl in the woods. 
Provisions should be supplied fo), the ('Hstel'll portion of' the :'Ill'\l'y li'OlJl 

Lake ~uperior aml the Rell riYer ~ettkllll'lJt. 
Buffaloe,,; might probably be depl'iltbl Oil for the ~upply of prO\'isiolls for 

the grcater jla .. t of tllC sl'n-iee. But a 'i nantity of provisions :::hould abo 
be sent by ~l'a to the mouth of Fra~l'r' . .; ri-,cr, or to some convenient place 
ncar the forty-ninth pamllcl on the ~hol'e of the Gulf of Georgia. 

The winter.; should be pa~::;etl ill double partie,~, i. e. they will stand on 
the ground at their stations thus, f01' example: 

1 2 3 4 ~ ti 7 8 9 10 11 1~ 

'fhese would, as before explained, move forward in succession from cast to 
west. Thercfore, at the close of the season, it should be arranged that they 
should stand thus: 

, 
Ii .) 

Thil:i arrangement would be 
for discipline. 

10 11 B 
-J I 1 

convenient for defence, for prol'i:;ions, and 

The length of line occupied by winter cantonments would be one hundred 
iild fifty miles. A communication could no doubt be maintained ].etween 
tIle stations throughol1t the win'ter . 
. This general arrangement should be modified according to circum:;tallce" 

amI t1](' ",aub, of the willter, ~nch :J-'; wood, water and provisions. 

The first tit':1~l)l' would, a~ ;,;tatcd before, be occupied in the surn)' be
twe(,ll Lake :-:,uperior ::nd the inte\':'lcetil)il of the Red riYer by tIle f()rty
ninth parallel; and the ~trength of tlte parties, and the <l1T:"'i-!:elllcllt:i 
·lwultl be for that tllC ~alJlC as detailed in Dumber two. 

But I' 01' the seeond [Ina following ~':asons the strength require!l ~:houltl be : 

Co~issionel' 1 
Secretary - 1 
Astronomer:; 1·1 
Sappers 
La.borer~ 

Transit::! 

illstrwne IIt.~ (e'lll il'cd. 

A ltitude and azimuth instruUlents 
~extants 
Theodolites 
Chronometers, hox 
Chronometers, pocket 
Chains 
Behmalcalda COlilpa~,.e" 
'Sa,rometers 

42 
300 

l;j 

15 
15 
1."; 
30 
4,) 
30 
l:i 
50 



[ 1 ] 

Thermometers 
Spare tramit levels 
rreleticopc~ 
Hclio:;t;t(l~ 

:-)H lari,·., 
Wage> 
Im;tru: 11 f.' II L< 
Equiplllents 
PrrJYi,ioll"; 
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50 
30 
15 
15 

lA8,400 
36,800 
5,000 
4,500 

80,000 

£174,700 

.J. B. BLCK~ALL ESTCOURT, 
Lie I.ten aut-colon el. 

DEl'AltTME:->T 01' ST.ITE. 

lrl!sh ill.qfoll , OctobCl' ~"'i, 18·~!'. 

>:'11:: lOll \\'ere p!t:a.t:icll ill a l'eCcllt cllnn-'rsation to call my attention to 
the llote 'Iltich, 11;- direction of yom' !fo\'(;nllllcnt you addressed to thi!! 
Departlllent (,II tlll' 13th of .January, It-:-!S, relative to the marking out of 
that part of the Oregon houndary line whidt pa$~e.~ through the Gulf of 
(; l'(Ir~i<L and the S: l'~it:; of Fuca to the Pacific oce:lll. 

Tl{c importance of thi~ Rubjcct, which has since been inquired into l,y 
me, i:< fully allmittcd, and I hayc the hOllor to inform you that the papers 
)'clatiJl;; to it will he laid before Con,~ress at it~ next He~::;ioll, in order that 
if. in its judgment, it shall at thi::; be deemed expedient to accede to the pro
i'0t<al of her' M:ajeDty's goveJ'llment, the preliminary c;tel' of making the 
appropriation necessary for the purpose nmy be ta keu. 

I antil myself of this opp,ortunity to renew to VOU, :-;il', the assurances of 
lily high consilleration. • 

J. 1\1. CLAYTO~. 
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