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TO 

LIEUT. GEN. BURGOYNE. 

S l"R, 

YOU R conduel, flnte your return from 
America, has engaged the public at­

tention, and in fame refpeCls, the public 
animadverfion. Men of honour, in general; 

were at a 10fs to comprehend upon what prin­
ciple you could jufiify your abfence from your 
captive army, whofe calamities they confider­
cd it as your duty to {hare; and the gentle­
men, of your own profeffion, knew not how 
to reconcile your ftay in this country, after 
you had received an order from your Sove­
reign to return to America, with thofe prin­
ciples of military obedience which a long 
courfe of fervice fhould have taught you 
fully to comprehend, and an exalted rank in 
the army forcibly to feel. 
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Your enemies were violent In their cen ... 
{ures; the public did not hefitate to pro­
nounce your condemnation; and even your 
friends appeared weak in their willies to vin­
dicate you, and certainly were awkward in 
their attempts. 

Your fpeeches ill parliament had contri­
buted but little to reflore your fame. But 
men of liberality felt for your misfortunes, 
and were willing to hope, that the importance 
of that Alfembly, the awe which it is apt to 
infpire, and perhaps, your talents not ex­
aCtly fitted to parliamentary debate, were hi­
therto the caufes why every public attempt 
to jufl:ify yourfelf had been attended with in­
conGderab!e fuccefs. You have now affixed 
your name to a formal vindication of your 
meafures; not a few incoherent fentences 
provoked from you by illiberal reproach; 
pronounced under the awe of a public alfem­
bly; delivered under the agitation which 
unqualified cenfures upon military honour 
muft neceffarily· occaGon in every military 
mind ;-but a deliberate recital of your prO"­
ceedings; a cool avowal of your motives; 
and a fiudied juflification of your conduct. 

6 Th~ 
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This publication will find the world very 
favourably difpofed to linen to ev~ry argument 
which you can advance in your own behalf. 
You are'known to be a brave, and you are 
now an unfortunate, man. Courage is the 
quality we are moll: apt to admire j and 'a 

brave man in -dill:refs is an interefiing fpec­
tacle. You have renounced fplendid rank 
and fumptuous opulence; and have retired 
into the competence of a private gentleman. 
This meafure mull: difarm refentment; for 
whatever may be the opinion of your errors, 
you have expiated them by the facrifice you 
have performed; and have yourfelf made 
an atonement, in the opinion of your moll: 
determined adver[aries, equal at leafi to your 
guilt. 

The manner in which you mention your­
felf, and which, as if meant to leave the moll: 
forcible impreffion, forms the conclufion of 
your addrefs, is certainly adapted, not only 
to difarm refentment, but to excite compaf­
fion.-" My ambition is dead; my occu-' 
pat ion is gone; the humble arrangements of 
Jny new flate are made; alld my whole 

B 2 profpecb 
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profpec(s or hopes on this fide of the grave 
con center in the prefervation of my friena­
iliips, and the tranquillity of my confcience." 
- Thofe who are not !hangers to delicate 
fenfibility, find in this pathetic reprefenta­
tion, no imaginary difirefs. Ambition does not 
willingly renounce her projects; affluence 
reluctantly gives way to penury; and rank 
and power are not eafily refigned. The 
mind, accufiomed to the bufy purfuit of 
honours, is too refilefs for the calm enjoy­
ments of friendfhip; ill fuit the humble 
arrangements of narrow competence, where 
boundlefs profufion has rendered e\Tery grati­
fication a habit; and however comfortable 
the ihe1ter which confcience may afford, we 
are apt to confider it as the unwilling refuge 
of difappointment and defpair. 

Such, however, is the condition to which 
you have fubjected yourfelf. 'Will you par­
don me, Sir, if I endeavour to prove to you 
that the fault is your own? I feel for your 
condition, and I would not wantonly infult 
your diflrefs. I confider you as a brave, ho­
uourable, but imprudent man; and moil an 

enemy 
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enemy to yourfelf. I wi1l endeavour to ob~ 

ferve that refpeCl: which is due to you as a 

gentleman; and misfortune, which renders 

you facred in my mind, gives you a claim to 

tendernefs, as an unfuccefsful man. 

As it is your conduCl: {inee your arrival 

from America that will become the fubjeCl: of 

this addrefs, and is in faCl: the fubjeCl: of your 

addrefs to your conftituents, it would be fo­

reign to the prefent purpofe to enter into a 

difcuffion of your conduCe during your com­
mand there. Without giving any opinion 

upon your military judgment, permit me, 
however, to pay that tribute which I con­
ceive to be juf1:ly due to you. You manifefied 
the greateil zeal for the caufe of your country; 
the moil unwearied affiduity in promoting her 
fervice; the moil determined bravery in fight­
ing her battles. While you became an ex­
ample to your army which challenged their 

r~fpea, you won their affeCl:ion by lharing 
every difficulty and danger in common with 
the troops. Thefe are the unanimous fenti­
ments of thofe who ferved under you; and 

they 
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they remain neither quefiioned nor con tra.­
diCl:ed. 

After your furrender to the American 
army, in your private letter to the Secretary of 
State you expreffed your" confidence in the 
juf1:ice of the King and his councils to fupport 
the General they had thought proper to ap­
point to as arduous an undertaking, and 
under as pofitive a direCl:ion as a Cabinet ever 
framed."-It is not difficult to trace up to 
there words the firft caufe of difference be­
twixt you and the American Secretary of 
State. Senfible of having loft an army; of 
having depreffed the hopes of your country; 
of having elated the fpirit of her enemies; of 
having terminated a career moO: brilliant in 
its commencement by a very fatal difaO:er j 

you anticipated in your own mind the na­
tional effect, and employed your thoughts to­
wards your own juftification. You naturally 
hau recourfe to your orders; and there you 
founu, or you pretended to find, as pifttive 
a direc7ioll as allY Cabinet ever framed. If 
you could perfuade the world of this, the in­
ference you imagined would then follow, that 

you 



( 7 ) 

you was to move forward at all evmts; that 
you had done your duty by urging on a 
firaight courfe, and confequently they alone 
muft be criminal, who, ignorant of the face 
of the country, and deficient in information 
with regard to the difpofition of its inhabit­
ants, gave you a poJitive direfJion which you 
could not avoid obeying, though your obe­
dience mull: neceffarily involve yourfelf and 
your army in inextricable ruin. Where an 
implicit obedience was the only part you had 
to obferve, you could not be cenfured for want 
of prudence; nor could you be blamed for want 
of judgment, where you was precluded by 
your orders from making any exercife of it. 

In this letter you therefore fairly joined 
iffue with the cabinet upon the fenfe of your 
infiruCl:ions. You did not attempt to fay, that 
difficulties had arifen too great for human va­
lour to overcome, too dillant for human judg­
ment to forefee; but you gave them to un­
derfiand, that if you had been rafh and im­
prudent, it was becaufe their orders com­
pelled you to ra'1hnefs and imprudence. 

\Vhat 
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What may really be the nature of yoUl' 
orders I will not pretend to determine. Nor 
indeed is it necetTary at prefent. If we ad­
mit them to be as po/itive as a Cabinet ever 
framed, £till you will not be juftifiable, if 
you appear to have ::.c1ed with imprudence, 
and contrary to the fuggeftions of reafon 
and experience. The inftruClions of an Offi­
cer can never be [0 undedlood by him as to 

imply abfurdity; nor can his command be 
fo confirued as to have defeat for its purpofe. 
This dourine holds good in general. Let 

us apply it to your particular cafe. 

You was appointed to the command of an 
.army equal to the moft arduous attempt. 

Your troops were healthy and " .. ell difci­
plined; your officers of approved courage, 
and difiinguifhed reputation. As in all pro­

bability the enemy would truft much to the 
firength of their pofts, you v,as furniihed with 
the beft train of artillery that was, perhaps, 
ever allotted to fecond the operations of fuch 
an army as yours. It was hoped, by thofe 
who had planned the expedition, that the 
moil decifive advantage would attend the fidi" 

efforts 
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efforts of fo powerful a force. ExpeClations 
were formed that your fuccefs in your out-fet 
would have very beneficial effects upon the 
difpofition of the inhabitants; and that Ca­
nada itfelf would furnilh you with a numerous 
militia acquain,ted with the fituation and 
firength of the country. It was judged pro­
bable, that thofe who might be inclined to 
l'efift would difperfe at your approach; while 
every new fuccefs would add confiderably to 
your. nllmbers, by inducing the friends of 
Government to de<;lar~ themfelves, when they 
beheld a force in which they might place 
confidence. 

Nor do there hopes appear to have been 
altogether ill-founded.-You fet out upon 
your expedition with zeal, and victory 
for a time feemed to attend your pro­
gre~s. . Ticonderog~, which tJJ~ enemy ha~ 
fortifi~q a.t _ imm.enfe labour and - expence, 

was encl,la!ed upon your app,eFance befor~ 
it; t]le artillery, .~Dunting tD 128 pieces, 

fell into your hllnds; and the rebel army 
:was i,ntir~ly difperfed. Your good fortune 
feemed daily to ipcreafe; and in ev:ery con-

e flifr 
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fliel: with the enemy your troops had the 
advantage. Notwithftanding their fuperiority 
of numbers, and firength of fituation,Ge­
neral Frarer defeated a confiderable body of 
their forces, under Colonel Francis, one of 
the bra "eft of their officers. Colonel Hill, 
after an attack ~f three hours, repulfed a 
corps of the enemy amounting to fix times 
the number of his own detachment.-Your 
army elated with its fuccefs, fought with 
the confidence of men who deemed them­
(elves invincible; and the enemy fled on all 
fides difcomfited, difpirited, and difmayed. 

Such, at one time, was your fituation. It 
fuddenly changed; and (from what circum­
fiances, it would be inconfiftent with the pre­
rent purpofe to inquire) was foon intirely 
reverfed. You difpatched Lieutenant Colonel 
Baum with 500 men to gain poffeffion of a 
magazine at Bennington, where the enemy 
was fuppofed to have made a large depofit of 
various nece{f~ries. Colonel Breyman's corps 
was pofted at Batten Kill to fupport Colonel 
Baum, if it iliould prove neceffary. Colonel 
Baum, upon a near approach,. having re-

,J ceived 
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ceived intelligence of the numbers of the 
enemy, who were too :Chong to be attacked 
by his force with any profpeCl: of fuccefs, 
difpatched an exprefs to you with an account 
of his fituation. You gave orders to Colonel 
Breyman to march forward, and reinforce 
Colonel Baum. Before, however, the latter 
could be joined, the enemy attacked him in 
his poft, and after a brave defence, the Co­
lonel himfelf was wounded, and his whole 
party made prifoners. On the evening 
of this fatal day, Colonel Breyman ar­
rived upon the fpot, where, in the morning, 
Colonel Baum had been defeated. His troops, 
wearied by a toilrome march, and dillreffed 
at the difappointment, were immediately at­
tacked by the enemy, and after a gallant re­
fiftance were obliged to retreat, leaving two 
pieces of artillery upon the field. Your army 
had now loft near 800 men; and it will be 
readily conceived, how much thefe defeats 

contributed to infpirit the enemy. In faCt, 
they were atfembling from all parts; the 
whole country, fo far from affifiing, was ri .. 
fing up in arms againft you, and difficalties 
were crouding upon you nQ lefs formidablG 

C 2, than 
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than numerous. You began to feel the want· 
of provifions; the roads were broken up; the·· 
face of the country- was interfected wid! 
creeks, and covered with large timber trees, 
which the enemy had cut down to obftruCl: 
your march; you was made fenfible that every 
inch of ground would be difputed; and yet, 
inftead of providing for your retreat, and ac­
commodating your meafures to your fitua­
tion, you thought fit to crors the Hud[on's 
river, in order to force :rour way to Albany. 
Had you, at ~hts time. or c'ould you have, in 
rea[on, any 1 I-I ;)CS of fucceeding in the at­
tempt? Mela:h:;-l~']y experience had convinced 
you, that the pre[umed circumfhnces upon 
which the pla,~ had been formed in England, 
and which were eLfential to its fucce[s, had no 
longer any foundation. Before you croLfed 

the Hudfon's river, you fhouJd have con­
fldered with your[elf, whether, if your fitua_ 
tion at that time could have been made known 
to the cabinet which framed your orders, a 

man could be found in that body who \vouJd 
fiill cu:mnlnd you to proc~ed. Either you 
fore[aw the difficulties that were preparing for 
you, or you was ignorant of the true fiate of 

you\" 
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your fituation. If the latter were the cafc, 
your judgment cannot remain unimpeached. 
If, on the contrary, you had eflimated them 
juftly, however pofitive might be your orders, 
and whatever might be your ideas of crimi­
nality in difobeying them, your regard for 
your country {bould have taught you to dif­
regard every perfonal ,confideration, and you 
ihould have endeavoured to promote her true 
intereft, careJefs of what blame might fall up­
on you, or to whofe refentment you might be 
expofed. The moft eminent and ilIuflrious 
characters have not hefitated in cafes of public 
neceffity, to violate the laws of the land, 
when evidently conducive to the public bene­
fit, and have trufted to the gencrofity of their 
countrymen to indemnify them againft the 
confequences. The fuppofition which you 
make, that" your army was meant to be 
hazarded, perhaps circumftances might re­
quire it fhould be devoted," is too romantic 
for ferious confideration. Such reafoning 
might become the captain of a fire-ihip, or 
the leader of a forlorn hope; but that it 
can apply to an army of ] 0,000 men, un­
der any circumfiances, is rather impiObable; 

that 
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that it could, in our fituation, was abfolutely 

impoffible. 

I apprehend thefe concIuGons to be evident, 
That no orders can, in their nature, be fa po­
fitive as not to leave forne difcretion in the 

commander appointed to carry them into exe­
cution-Your fituation required that you 
1hould employ that difcretion-and further, 
If any orders could be fa p,)Gtive, that to aa: 
in c.ontradiaion to them, however great the 
inducement, would fubject the comm:mder to 
punifhment, it was your duty to have incur­
red this rifle-But J will proceed to what 
more L;llll~c:,~~dy concerns your conduct in 
this country. 

You complain very bitterly of the Court 
etiquette, in':ented, you allege, upon your 
oecafion, whlch excluded you from the royal 
pr .wce. The" foundation of it in preee­
l, ;it," I eu;] refs widl you I am unacquainted 
'.'.111; but the foundation of it " in rear on" 
I ::~r.:~:ive clearly. \Vhcre an officer labours 
1,,1clcr a fufl,ieian of mifconduCt, and it is 
t~1':1~10~lt l1eceffary he !11al1 be tried by C\ court 

3 martial~ 
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martial, it is fit that that officer £bould be ex­
cluded from the only place where he can de­
feat the courfe of juftice, by interefiing huma­
nity and compaffion in his behalf; where, 
by an add refs to the paffions of his Sovereign, 
he may elude the purfuit of his country, and 
arm that prerogative in his favour, which, 
when properly exercifed, becomes the moll: 
amiable interpofition of the Crown. On the 
other hand, no bad confequences can happen 
to him from a temporary exc1ufion from the 
royal pre fence. The fentence of a court mar­
tial will determine faithfully upon his merits, 
and reftore him to honour, or doom him to 
difgrace. The voice of hii profeffion, if 
heard in his favour, will call him to the po[­
"feilion of every fufpended privilege; and with 
"fuch a decifion upon his fide he cannot be dif-
honoured by the royal frowns; "and if admit­
ted to the royal favour, even in the prefence 
of fovereignty, he may feel himfelf ennobled. 

But we are given to underftand, that the 
true reafon of the order you recei ved not to 

appear at Court, was " an apprehc:nfion up­
on the part of the American Secretary, that 

"you might lay before your Sovereign what in­
"formation you was poLfeLfed of, and which 

would 
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would have proved very different from the 
ideas which it is now known were at that time 
prevalent in the governing councils of this 
kingdom," By this mode of accounting for 
it, you bring a charge againll the American 
Secr~tary of endeavouring to withhold from 
his So\'ereign ufeful and neceffary informa­
tion. This charge, it mull: be obferved, rells 
merely upon your own authority; and when 
we conoder that you are a party concerned; 
that your feelings appear to be unufually irr~ 
tated, and your refentment warm; your au­
thority cannot have that weight upon the pre­
fent oecaGon, which upon all other occaGons 
it is jufily entitled to. 

But the candid and the fenfible will ex­
amine this charge as if brought by an in­
different perfon, and afcertain how far it 
could be the interell: of the American Se­
cretary to obferve fuch a condua; and if he 
"",iibed to fupprefs your infonpation, whether 
he took the means moll: probable to attain that 
end. By admitting you to the royal prefence,. 
your information. it is true, would be imme­
diately told in the royal ear; and however un­
favourable to the prevailing fyll:em, few are 
fo ignorant of the arts of a court, and the per-

, fuafive 
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fuafive eloquence of a miniller, as not to know 
that it was eafy to have confined your infor­
mation to that place, and to have Cuppreifed it 
with regard to the public at large. On the 
~ontrary, by adopting a meafure which he 
knew would prove an offenfive one to you, he 
drove you into the arms of a powerful and 
adverCe party; he provoked you to publilh 
your information in your place in parliament, 
and he. could not imagine that your facts 
would be weakened. or your manner of ex­
preffing them Coftened by the treatment you 
had received. The only chance of fuppref­
fing your information) or of counteracting 
the effect which you fuppofe it would have 
had, an interference with' the prevailing 
fyfiem, was by ufhering you into the royal 
preCence; the fure method of publifhing it to 
the nation, was by lhutting againll you the 
door of admiffion. This charge does not, 
therefore. appear to have any foundation in 
truth; and certainly, it has none in reaCon. 

You next charge the Secretary of State with 
" infidioufnefs/' for having received you with 

apparent kindnefs; for having heard you atten-

D tively 
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tively through a report of all the tranraCtions 
fubfequent to the convention of Saratoga, and 
for having led you to a confidential commu­
nication of faCts, obfervations, and opinions 
refpeCting very important objeCts. The fu­
tility of this charge mull: appear evident to 
everyone. Whatever might have been the 
conduCt of the American Secretary towards­
you, as his Majefty's confidential fervant, and 
holding a place of refponfibility, he had a­
right to the moll: unreferved communication 
upon your part with regard to the command 
upon which you had been employed. To have 
withheld from him " information refpeCting 
important objeCts," from an idea of perfonal 
ill-tl:eatment, would have been as much a~ 
act of treachery to the nation, as if, in the 
moment of fuccefs, you had delivered up your 
[word to the enemy. 

You had expreffed your deCire to be tried 
by a court martial, and your cafe was referred 
to a Board of General Officers. They repre­
fented to his Majefiy, that they did not think 
" you could be brought to a court martial fa 
long as you fhould. continue engagedl' upon 

due 
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due notice, to re~de1iver yourfe1f up to the 
Congrefs." Yet in fpire of this opinion de­
livered by men of honour-by profeffional 
men, upon a profeffional point-you Hill 
continue to be urgent for a court martial, and 
complain of oppreffion becaufe it is denied 
you. I will prove, that to have granted it to 
you would have been folly and injuftice, and 
that the gentlemen of your profeffion, to 
whofe reprefentation you objeCt, have been 
guided by principles of reafon and equity. 

Thore who ferved under you, and who 
were witnelfes to your conduCt, are at this 
time prifoners in America. What method 
could be pur[ued to bring them before a court 
martial, and how. could your conduCt have 
been fully examined, and impartial1y tried. 
without the prefence of thofe whofe tefiimony 
was material to the enquiry? Any decifion, 
therefore, muft have been made upon a very 
partial and confined body of evidence. In 
cafe the court martial had found you guilty 
in the greateft, or, in any degree, how could 
they have proceeded to pronounce fentence, 
or to inflict punifhment r Your life they 

D 2 could 
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could not condemn you to lofe, for that be., 

longed to your enemies; they could not dif~ 
mifs you the fervice, becaufe you was a prifoner 
of war taken in a military capacity, and a8 
fuch mufi be exchanged upon the cartel; 
they could not degrade you, becaufe the 
Americans had a right to re~eive in ex­
change for you an officer of rank equal to 
that which you po{fe{fed at the time that you 
furrendered up your arms. It is therefore 
very clear, that a trial under thefe circum,:", 
fi:lOces would have been a mockery of jufiicej 
a trial without evidence; a condemnation 
without puniibment; a violation of the rules 
of war; and a very grofs infriqgement of the 
law of nations. 

Your ilay in this country anfwering there­
fore no effeClual purpofe, the Secretary at 
War fignified to you, that ,. his Majefty judg_ 
ing your prefence material to the troops de­
tained pdfoners in New England under the 
convention of Saratoga, he wiibed you to re­
pair to Bofton as foon as your health ibould 
pe rellored." You had before ufed the free­
dQrn of differing from the judgment of the 

~oar4 
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Board of General Officers, and you now pre. 
famed to fet up your opinion in oppoGtion to 
that of yot~r royal mafter. In your letter to 
Lord Barrington you exprefs, that" the pur­
pores intimated for your prefent attendance in 
America would be very different from fer­
vices." That I may not violate that refpeCl; 
which I feel for Majefty, I will not be fo 
arrogant as to enquire upon what grounds, it 
is probable that the royal judgment was form­
ed; but I will take the liberty to examine what 
would moll: naturally occur to a fubjeCt of plain 
common [enfe upon a like oecaGon. 

You had entered into a convention with the 
American General,'in confequence of which the 
army you commanded furrendered prifoners 
llnder conditions expreffed in that convention. 
It was not improbable that difficulties might 
arife in the execution of the treaty; and who 

was fo fit to obviate thofe difficulties as the 

~ommander by w~ofe authority it was made? 

His fituation would naturally give him more 

}Veight with the enemy than any other man. 

While his rank would [ecure him refpeCl:, the 

~o~Gdera~iQn that he was called to that rank 

from 
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from an opinion of his abilities, would give 

hope to his troops, and confidence to his 

country. The captive foldiery expofed to 

every enticement from the fervice which an 
unprincipled and infidious foe could praCtife 

upon difappointed and diftreffed men, would 
neceffarily require the higheft influence to 
fortify them in their duty. The zealous at~ 
tachment of troops to their commander is 

known to increafe, when they have been ex~ 

pofed to one common danger. They look up 
to him as their unfortunate friend; and, in­
:Read of that envy which is apt to attend the 
profperous, there prevails a mutual fympathy, 
a kind condolence, refpeCl: founded on efteem, 
affeCl:ion heightened by diftrefs. Such woull). 
have been the difpofition of your army to~ 
wards you. Your prefence would have kept 
them united; in your abfence they have been 
difperfed. The enemy by a flagitious viola­
tion of the treaty detained them in captivity; 
they firuggled long with hardfuip and diftrefs; 
but at length their conftancy was {haken; 
their fortitude overcome: fame difperfed over 
the country; fome entered into the enemy's 

fervice, 
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fen'tce, and your once powerful army is now 
wafted away • 

. The neceffity for your return mull, I think, 
by this time have very fully appeared. But 
even if no fuch neceffity had exifted, you re­
ceived orders to return; and if difobedience to 
the orders of that Sovereign, whofe commiffion 
you bear, and to whofe bounty you are fo much 
indebted, can be juftified in a military light, I 
confefs I am ignorant of the mode of jufiifica­
tion. You attempt to prove that the order 
was conditional, and the condition depending 
upon your own judgment. It is true, your 
orders were to proceed to Boilon as foon as it 
could be done without any material riLk to 
your health. They who have affociated with 
you in private, who have feen and heard you 
in public, will determine whether you was 
not in a condition to obey even the tenor, 
much more the purport of this order. But. 
befides the perfuafion which you entertainjJ 
that " to expofe your conftituti{)~; to the rrext 
American winter was in all probability to 
doom you to the grave," yNl affign another 
reafon for not returning to America. " Your 

army 



army (you inform Lord Barrington), attached 
to you by a feries of misfortunes and conflicts 
fullained in common, would not find materi~l 
confolation from your return in difgrace," 
Your difgrace would, at any rate, become 
known to your troops, and as you confidered 
that this might caufe diffatisfaction, or excite 
refentment, it was more incumbent upon you, 
by your prefence, °to have prevented your 
particular wrong from operating to the detri­
ment of your country, and to have given 
their affection for you, the effect of an attach­
ment to their duty. 

When you tell us " tha t you intended to fight 
your own regiment in cafe of an invafion," 
I imagine fuch conduct would have been en­
tirely inconfifient with your prefent fituation. 
You applied to the Congrefs for permi:lIion to 
return to this country, that you might repre­
fent the fituation of your army, and vindicate 
~ur own character. Permi:lIion was granted 
~.,ou, in order that you might accompIilh 
the purpofes which your application expref­
fed. But furely the Congrefs did not mean 
that you iliould have liberty to fight againfl: 

6 their 



( ~5 ) 

their friends and allies, for it would have 
been madnefs, or infult in them, to have 
granted your enlargement for fuch a purpofe. 
They gave freedom to your ton:~lJe in the 
fenate, but not " liberty to YOUl farm in the 
field;" and it would have been neither ho­
nourable in you to have drawn your fword. 
nor in this country to have accepted of your 
fervices. 

In your fecond letter addreifed to Mr. Jen­
kinfon, " you apprehend that if you are not 
liable to be tried for a breach of the orders you 
received, you are not fubjecl to the orders 
themfelves." This propofition is entirely 
faife. You cannot undergo a trial, becaufe 
your condemnation might interfere "vith the 
rights of our enemies-rights ~ounded upon 
the law of nations ;-but while you are within 
the jurifdiction of the Crown, you are bound 
to military obedience. fo far as it does not :~;i­

litate againft the law of nations, and to civil 
obedience in conformity to the law of the 
land.-There is a degree of abfurdity, when 
you talk of being willing to undergo a trial 
for this imputed diG.'1bedience, at the ;ci,ol~ 

E time 
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time that you are told you cannot be tried for 
any offence by a court martial while your 

I 

perf on remains fubjeCl: to the will of the 
Congrefs. ,. 

Ii 

The report of the Board of General Of­
ficers you apprehend to be erroneous, and 
the fubfequent appointment of other gentle­
men, exaaIy in your circumfiances, to mili­
tary employments, fubjetl: to orders, and ac­
countable for the breach of them, is one of 
your reafons for conceiving that the King's 
advifers do not differ from you in opinion, 
that the general officers were mifiaken. 

One of the gentlemen to whom you allude, 
if I mifiake not, is the prefent Earl of Har­
ring ton; but fo far from being exafl~r itt your 
circumfiattces, he ftands in a very different 
fituation. 

Notwithfianding that the convention of 
Saratoga had been faithfully fulfilled upon 
our part, the Coogrefs refufed to ratify it, 
alleging, that we had violated the conditions. 
We denied the charge; the Congrefs perfifted, 

and 
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and detained our troops in captivity. This 
being a difpute betwixt two nations at war 
with each other, and which no earthly tri­
bunal is competent to determine, each nation, 
as far as it h~s the means in its own hands, 
will endeavour to do juftice to itfelf. The 
Congrefs, under this idea, detain our troops; 
and under the fame idea, we confider every 
man of that army, whom we can recover from 
the Americans, as freed from the condition 
in the treaty, not to ferve in America during 
the war. Lord Harrington returned to this 
country under the fiipulation of that treaty; 
but you, Sir, bound yourfelf by an exprefs 
and diftinCl: engagement to the Congrefs; YOll 

gave them your parole of honour, that you 
would return to America whenever they 
fhould require you, upon their giving you 
due notice. When a conditional contraCl: is 
entered into betwixt individuals, if a quefiion 
fhould arife how far the condition be fulfilled, 
the municipal laws will determine the doubt. 
If the contraCl: be unconditional in its nature, 
and one party do not fulfil it, this will not 
j uftify a breach of it in the other; he is to 
obferve it as far as depends upon him, and to 

E 2 apply 



apply to the jufiice of his country to redret, 
the wrong he has received. If it were pof­
fible to obferve this conduct in the differences 
betwixt nations, this country would not be 

jufiifiable in detaining, after a demand upon 
the part of the Congrefs, thofe officers who 
were their prifoners under the convention of 
Saratoga; but as this is impr~cticable, the 
neceffi ty of {he cafe becomes our juftifica­

tion. But notwithftanding the injuftice done 
to us, we mua confine our retaliation within 
the wry line of the injury received; for if, 
under a pretence of its being a part of this 
tranfaCl:ion, we were to detain officers who 
have come under feparate engagements, public 
faith, now hurt it is true, would then be 
wounded mortally; mutual confidence would 
ceafe; and to the humane manner in which 
war is now conducted, would fucceed a [cene 

of Daughter, maffacre, and affaffination. Up­
on thefe principles your engagement to the 
Congrefs muft be confidered as binding; and, 
therefore, your cafe differs from that of the 
gentlemen to whom you allude, who are no 
longer within the power of the Congrefs. 

In 
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In the account which you are pleafed to 
render to your confiituents of your condua: 
in parliament {ince your return from America, 
we find fame improbabilities, and fome con­

tradiCl:ions. He mull: in~eed be ignorant of 
public life, and unacquaint~d' with human 
frailty, who can fuppofe that in defpite of 
" feverity, ingratitude, and injufiice," a man 
in a public ftation will continue to fupport 
with his influence, thofe who have treated 
him" feverely, ungratefully, and unjuftly," 
and that ftubborn in principle, he will alike 
be proof againfi favour and' enmity. The 
hifiory of the prefent time makes it particular­
ly difficult to advance fuch a propofition with 
any profpeCl: of belief. Wherever we turn our 
confideration, political apoftates prefent them­
felves, who once harangued with courtly elo­
quence; who now declaim with patriotic zeal; 
and the moment of whofe converfion can be 
precifely afcertained, by the particular favour 
which they were refufed. The courtier de­
nied the ducal coronet, afcends the tribunal, 
and wooes liberty in the Forum-The rugged 

patriot throws afide the lion's fiercenefs, and 
foftens into the fupple fpaniel, whenever the 

hand 
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hand of power [eems extended to carers him. 
-When you inveigh againft his conduct, 
" who could act at the pre[ent moment againft 
men in public ftations upon any refentments 
unconnected with public v:rongs j" we admire 
the morality of the fentiment, and only la­
ment that it fhould be fo little obferved. 

That your "oppofition has been the cau[e, 
and not the confequence of your ill-treat­
ment," appears to be a contradiction, from 
the nature of your own account. The firft 
injury you received was your exclufion from 
the royal prefence, which happened imme­
diately to you upon your arrival in England; 
this appears to have been the origin of the 
fuppofed ill-treatment; your oppofition was 
fuijequent to this meafure, and therefore it is 
impoffible that your oppofition can have been 
the cazife of your ill-treatment. 

Such is nearly the fubfiance of what you 
have advanced in juftification of your conduct. 
But, as if you entertained a fear that argu­
ment might prove infufficient to your excul_ 

pation, you have had recourfe to bitter recri-
mination, 
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mination, and acrimonious invective. Judging 
the fituation in which you have been placed 
favourable to the prof pea, you take a view of 
the political horizon, and croud into your 
narrow canvas the whole extent of its range. 
Pofitive and precife as the oracle of Delphos, 
you pronounce upon the plans and principles 
of minifters; upon the wrongs of injured 
merit; upon the dreadful fituation of public 
affairs. '[he flate of this country cannot afford 

the finallefl countenance to an opinion of integrity 
and capacity in adminiflration-lJawaJjfle­
matical diftgn of vilifying and dijgracing every 
officer whom thefe miniflers had ever employed 
by fla or land.-The ruin of o.fficers forms the 
whole of their military Jjflem.-Their political 

plan is to impoJe upo~ the nation.-Cf'hey exfft 
by bringing forth a fucceJ!ion of deceits.­
Pardon me, Sir, when I affure you, that fuch 
language from a man in your fituation is im­
proper and indecent. Whatever may have 
been the conduct of Minifters, you frand alike 

with them before the tribunal of the Public, 
and it is not by an accufation of others that 

you will be permitted to juftify yourfelf. If 
you 
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you tell us that it is the privilege of anger to 
rail, we will agree with you, that it is a pri­
vilege which anger too frequently affumes; 

but if you mean ferioufiy to bring forward 
thefe charges, you muO: fupport them with 

other evidence than your own. 

Whether it be true, as you affert, that 
the ruin of officers forms the whole of the 

military fyfiem of the prefent MiniO:ers, I 
will not at prefent inquire. If fuch be, 
really, their views, we have to regret that 
the conduCt of the officers whom they have 
employed has been fo favourable to their 
plan; and in this infiance at leaf\: you will 

not charge them with " incapacity," where 
they have £hewn fo great a knowledge of 
character, and have fo judicioufiy feleB:ed 
fit infiruments for their plot. While we feel 

for thefe injured officers, we alfo lament the 
change which time has brought about. This 
country has feen commanders whom Mini­
fiers, in vain. would have laboured to dif­

. grace; whom it was not in the power of 

3 c~umn~ 
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calumny, to defame; whom it was not with­
in the reach of malice, to hurt. When their 

enemies attempted to revile them, the folemn 
exhibition of their {poils gave fhame to the 

lie; and the proud eft veffe\s of France riding 
in every port of the kingdom, were the 
vouchers to which they referred us, and the 
teflimony they produced. Inflead of depending 
for their luftre upon Minifters, they reflected 
glory upon Adminiftration. It is only the 
negligent, inatlive, unenterprizing command­
er, whofe reputation is ill the power of the 
Minifter-the man whofe progrefs is im­
peded by every trifling obflacle-whofe ar­
dour is repreffed by the appearance of oppo­
fieion-who, after a weak, languid, indeci­
five engagement, toils through a dull Ga­
zette to eftablilh dubious advantage, and 
equivocal fuccefs. The truly great commander 
refts not upon fuch uncertain grounds. He 
lays in a flock of reputation which a legion 
of pilferers may labour in vain to diminifh; 
and fecure in the opinion of his country, he 
fets at defiance both the infidious whifpeT, 
and the profeffed attack. 

F As 
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As far, however, as it is poffible for you 
to produce any good effect by bringing 
fuch a charge againfl: Minifiers, I fincerely 
willi that effect may be produced. Infiead 
of weakening the public confidence in the 
Minifiers who have the diretl:ion of public 
affairs, and to whom confidence is mofi ef-

\ fentially nece!Tary, may it fiimulate the offi­
cers whom they employ to efforts worthy of 
themfelves! Let them proceed under the 
jealoufy, that it may be the intereft of the 
Minifter to calumniate them; let them be 
convinced that the favour of the nation can 
alone fecure them againfi the intrigues of the 
Court; and let them atl: under the convic­
tion, that the fureLl: method to conquer their 
enemies in the cabinet is, to conquer their 
enemies in the field. 

This Philippic, however happily adapted 
to influence the weak, and gratify the violent, 
you was aware would require fome explana­
tion to readers of a different complexion. The 
mob form their opinion of an orator from the 
firength of his lungs, and the mufcle of his 

arm. Noify vociferation, and vehement gefiure, 

parS' 
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pars with them fori the warmth of conviClion, 

and the authority of truth. But the writer 

whore produaion is to appear in the cabinets 

of the fenfible, the candid, and the liberal, 
knows that cool contemplation will fit in 

judgment upon its deferts. To thefe I fhall 
confider the following explanation as addrelfed. 
" At a time when fo little credit is given to prin­

ciple in political matters, it is probable I may 
be told, that I have followed the diB:ates of 
party, and deluded by vain expectations of 
popularity, have facrificed myfe1f to their pur­
fuits." That you would be told this, was in­
deed probable, but it feems you are prepared 
to difprove the charge. "My friends, you 
fay, will treat fuch an imputation with the 
fame contempt they d9 every other illiberal 
cenfure." Allowing every thing to the faith 

of friendfhip, we will proceed to the argu­
ment you addrefs to thofe, who not having 
the honour of intimate habits with you~ may 
not feel equal contempt for every probable 

charge under which you may unfortunately 

labour. "I have proved my principle in 

f ~ political 



political matters."--IllIwhat manner ?-" I 
have proved it by attaching myfelf to men 

who have no object but to fave their coun­

try."-This argument, if not of the moll: con­

~incing, is at leall: of the moll: curious nature. 

You fate out with flating, that owing to the 

opinion of a general want of principle in po­
litical matters, you might not obtain credit 
for it: but to obtain credit for it your [elf, 

you ve:y libe!' illy give that credit to five hun­

dred others, and expect the Public to keep 

pace with you in generolity. The man who 
l;mt juft now had much difficulty to believe 
that an individual could be found of principle 

in political matters, is required to give faith 
to the affertion, that principle alone actuates 

a numerous political party; and in order to 
induce our belief of an improbable circum­

fiance with regard to you, you tell us firft to 
believe it of five hundred others j as if incre­

dulity decreafed, in proportion as the impro­
bable verges towards the marvellous. 

I confers, that were I an eIe~or of Pr~flon~ 
J filOulcl entertain flrong doubts with regard 

to 
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to the propriety of again electing you my re­

prefentative in parliament, under the circum­

fiances of your prefent fituation. Attendance 

is the firft duty which a reprefentative owes 

to his conftituents. At this perilous time the 

voice of every member is, or ought to be, of 
weight in the general councils. Yet, fituated 
as you now are, you may not be able to give 
attendance in parliament, and during the 
whole of the next interefting feffions (intereft­
ing doubtlefs it muft be) the town of Prefton 
may remain, as far as concerns your perfon, 
virtually unreprefented. You will hold your 
feat in parliament at the will of the Congrefs. 
While you continue to do them no injury, 
they will, in all probability, fuffer you to re­
main; but iliould your vote ever interfere 

with their interefi, there can be no doubt, but 

they will immediately remove you from a 

fituation where you have it in your power to 

do them harm. By the conftitution of this 
country, no man who holds a penfion can fit in 
parliament, becaufe he is fuppofc:;~ to be un­

der injluence in his conduct; and, in my 

opinion, 



\ .:>~ I 

OpInlOn, the reptefentative is as likely to be 
i1!fiuenced who is dependent for his liberty up ... 
on the Congrefs, as he who is dependent for a 

~ , 
penfion upon the Crown. I am fure the fpi.,i 
rit of the conftitution confiders bim as equally 

unfit to fit in parliament; and though there 

may be a greater probability of the penfioner's 

vote affeCting the meafures of the Crown, 

than of the prifoner's affecting the meafures 

of the Congrefs, yet this is counterbalanced 

by the fuperiority of influence upon the· 
part of the Congrefs, inafmuch as liberty is a 

greater enjoyment than property; as impri­
fonment is more dreadful than a mere priva. 

tion of wealth; and as that imprifonment 
would come attended with circumftances of 
kee!l diftrefs; a removal from his friends1 and 

a tranfportation from his country. Though 

you may have fortitude to purfue the line of 

duty, every man is not equally fitong. The 

precedent is dangerous. In matters which 

affect the conflitution fo nearly, as the election 
of reprefentatives in parliament, we muLl: 
look beyond the rrefent moment. At a future 

time~ 
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time, the fame mark of diftinClion may be con. .. 

ferred upon one, who, under your circum· 

fiances, will not obferve your conduct; who 

being equally unfortunate, will not be equal. 

ly upright. 

I have now gone through the fubfiance of 

your letter; and after what I have written, it 
would be fuperfluous to add, how little I 
think it calculated to remove any prejudices 

which your conduct has occafioned.-You 

will obferve, Sir, I have confined myfelf 

merely to an examination of the complaints 

which you make; and how far thore com­

plaints appear to be founded. 1 {hall not even 

now attempt to criminate you in the firft de­

gree. How far you may be impliedly guilty, 
I leave to implication to decide. If it be flid, 
that you have acted as every brave and gal-

_lant officer would have done in a like fituation, 

I muft requeft your attention for a few mi­
nutes longer. 

MARCUS ATTILIUS REGULUS was a ge­

neral in the Roman republic. Rome was then 

at 
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at war with Carthage. The Romans, under 
the command of Regulus, had gained many 
viCtories; and the Carthaginians, dejeQ:ed by 
repeated defeats, hired mercenaries from 
Greece to affifl their caufe. With thefe 
there came Xantippus, who did not appear 
to have gained any reputation in the armies 
of his own country. His difcourfes foon at­
traued the notice of the Carthaginians. He. 
promifed them difcipline and viaory; and 
by a decree of the Senate, he was appointed 
to the fupreme command. He watched for 
a favourable moment, and at length confider­
ing it arrived, he determined to give battle 
to the Roman army. \Vith this view, he took 
the advantage of the ground, and made the 
neceiTary difpofitions. Regulus, inclined to 
fecond the willi of Xantippus, drew up the 

Romans in array of battle. In this ar­
rangement he is faid to have committed a ma­
terial error. Xantippus began the attack, 
and in a iliort time the main body where Re­
gulus commanded was broken through, and 
the Roman army put to flight. Regulus 
remained upon the field with five hundred 

men, 
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men, where he wasfoon furrounded, and at 
length taken prifoner. It was the firft time 
a Roman general had ever been taken alive 
in battle by the enemy. The viCtors marched 
to Carthage; and Regulus followed. Here 
he long endured the hardfhips of a rigorous 
captivity. They gave him butjuft food enough 
to prolong his miferies; and to render life 
infupportable, they expofed him to the public 
fcorn.-Another engagement foon after took 
place, in which the Carthaginians 10ft a con­
fiderable number of men. Among thefe 
were many illufirious citizens, whom the 
Romans made prifoners. The ill-fortune of 
the Carthaginians daily increafed. A fecond 
defeat happened; another, and another fiill 
fucceeded; their beft officers were in the 
hands of the Romans; and they fent Regu­
lus to Rome to negociate an exchange of 
prifoners, or to treat of peace. They trufled 
that the miferies which he had endured in the 
dungeons of Carthage, would induce him to 
give his warmeft fupport to a meafure that 
was to reftore him to Rome and liberty. 
Before he departed they gave him to under-

. G 'fiand~ 
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nand, that if the propofals which they or­
dered him to make fhbuld not he accepted, 
a death of torture awaited him upon his 
return.-When Regulus arrived in the fub­
urbs of Rome, it was fome time before he 
would enter the gates of the dty. It is con­
trary to law, [aid he, jor a foreigner, as 1 
am, to enter within the walls of the city. 
Iv!)' misJartunes have made me a jlave to the 
Carthaginians. The Senate at length affem­
bled, and Regulus lJlade the propofaIs with 
which he was charged. The modefly with. 
which he {poke expre!fed his fenfe of the 
low flate to which he was fallen. When 
he had finifhed, it was with difficulty he 
could be prevailed upon to remain in the 
Senate; and only in obedience to the repeated 
orders of the Confcript Fathers, that when 
it came to his turn, as a member of that 
augufi: atfembly, he delivered his own opi­
nion. He {poke againfl: the propo[q.-Is which 
the Carthaginians had deputed him to ma-ke. 
The Senate determined to reject them; and 
now the moment of trial was come for Re­
gulus, and for his country. The Pontifex 

I Max ii/.'U, 
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Maximus declared, that he might remain in 

Rome without incurring the guilt of perjury. 

His wife and children with tears and lament­
ations conjured him to Ray; and the people 
joined in the prayer. It was eafier for a whole 

people to be treacherous, than for Regulus to be 
falfe. He knew the puniiliment that awaited him 
at Carthage: but Hem and inflexible, he pre­
ferred his duty to his fafety; and his counte­
nance, which upon his arrival expreffed a thou­
{and mixed emotions, was ferene and fetded 
at his departure. Upon his return to Car­
thage, he feemed to enter it in triumph. It 
was in vain that. inventive cruelty prepared 
the torture.-He fmiled at her impotence; and 
the unhappy Chief, who had courted virtue 
throughout life, in death, was not incon­
flam to her. 

LIEUTENANT GENERAL BURGOYNE was 
entruRed with the command of an army 
defiined to perform a material fervice to the 
flate. Eis conuuQ: was marked by zeal for 
the expedition upon which he was employed; 
and wherever he met the enemy he com-

G 2 bated 
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bated with valour. ViClory for a time feemed 
to contend under his fiandard j but at length 
{he deferted him, and he was expofed to the 
malice of Fortune. The enemy colleCted 
a force greatly exceeding his in numbers ~ 
and he was compelled to yield to their {upe­
riority. 'While a prifoner in the polfeffion of the 
enemy, he obtained permiffion to return to his 
own country; but he continued ~ngaged to 
re-deliver himfelf up to the enemy upon due 
notice being given to him. Upon his arrival, 
he found himfelf precluded from the prefence 
of his Sovereign, upon pretence that an In­

quiry was to take place into his conduCt, 
and that it was unfit he {hould appear at 
Court till the event of that Inquiry was 
known. He qemanded a Court Martial; but 
thi.s was denied him, upon a reprefentation 
from the heads of his profeffion, that it 
cOL\lJ not be held upon him while he con­
tinu~d fI. prifoner. He complained loudly 
of both there meafures, and joined himfelf 
to a party which a~ed upon a plan of general 
oprc!:t:':m to the Minifiers of their Sovereign. 
Ueuterqnt General Burgoyue was a p1~mber 
l.t the Seuate. Thcr~ he attempted to take 

01' 
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the lead upon many important occaGons. It 
was obfervable, that his chief complaints were 
of the perfonal ill-treatment which he had 
received; and that he feemed to feel his own 
wrong more fenfibly than the lofs of his 
country. He received an official order fignify­
ing to him, that it was the pleafure of his So­
vereign that he £hould return to America and 
Join his captive army, who were fuffering 
under cruelty and difgrace. He thought fit 
to reprefent what he fuppo(ed the reverity of 
this order. Again he was commanded ; again 
he remonftrated; and at length finding the 
matter firmly infifted upon, he refigned all his 
civil and military employments, referving only 
bis rank in the fervice. He gave an account 
of his conduCt to the Public in a letter which 
he addreffed to his Conftituents, and inveigh­

~d with bitter acrimony againfi: the Minillers 
of his royal mafter. This letter was received 
with ~ difference of opinion. Some thought 
it a pathetic reprefentation of unneceffary fe­
verity; fame confidered it as a jullification of 
his conduCt;. and there were not wanting 
fame who pronounced it A LIBEL UPON 

THE KING'S GOVERNMENT. 

I lhall 
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I fuall now, Sir, take my leave of you. 
with a very fincere willi, that your retreat 
from the public fervice may appeafe the ma­
lice of your enemies. and that your retirement 
may be undifturbed by reproach. If your 
conduCl: in this country has been improper, let 
it be confidered that it has carried its punifh­
ment along with it.-Your condua at Sa­
ratoga forms, indeed, too melancholy an 
epoch in our hiftory ever to be forgotten­
but when pofterity fhal1learn of your defeat, 
may they be told with how much bravery YOll 

fought-may your merit go hand in hand 
with your misfortune-and may the amiable 
part of your character live in the memory of 
your country, long after your harmlefs foibles, 
and unintentiona1.errors fhall be funk in fhade, 
and buried in oblivion! 

I have the honour to he, SIR, 

Your mofl: humble fervant, 

The AUTHOR. 
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