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In C O NGRES S,
JanvarY 25 1776,

“ ESOLVED, That Dr. Smith be def
“ red to prepare and deliver a FUNERAL
« OraT10N iz Honor of General MoNTGO-
““ MERY, and of thofe Officers and Soldiets who
T 774ﬂg7mmmou_/ly /oug/)mm’ fellwith himinmain-
“ taining the _prmczp/ef of American Libertv.

Extraét from the Minutes,

CHARLES THOMSON, Skc.

IN purfuance of this appointment the following
Oration was drawn up ; and as the Author knew
that he was to addrefi as great and refpectable
an audience, perhaps, as was ever convened in

“ America, he neither wifb’d to trifle with their
charaiter or his own, but ufed every effort in his
power to render the compoftzozz worthy of the Oc-
cafion 5 and now cheerfully fubmits it to the public
Judgmmt He forefaw the difficulties incident to
the undertaking ; and (upon the principles menti-
oned p. 16, 17,) was prepared to encounter
them.

Two or three Quotations have been transferred
from the text to the margin; a few fmall alter-
ations, chiefly wverbal, have been imade, upon
the recommendation of fome friends, and a para-
graph, (p. 46.) which was forgot in the deli-
very, s printed in its place.  [Upon the whole,

A2 the
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the Author hopes he has done juftige to the me-
mory of thofe brave men who are the [ubjelts of
the Oration ; and with re(pect to thofe refleFions
upon public affairs which muf? rife out of public
charalters, and are intimately comnected with
them, be is [o far from wifbing them retrench’d,
that (an a careful review ) be is willing to ref?,
upon them, whatever claim he may have to the
appellation of a good Citizen or Friend to Li-
berty, fo lbong as it may be remembered that he
either liv'd or wrote in America !



AN

O RATION, &c.

Fathers, Brethren and Countrymen!

N occafion truly folemn has aflembled us

this day ; and, that your attention may be

alike {olemn and ferious, hear, in the firft place,

the voice of eternal Truth—¢ It is better to go

¢« to the Houfe of Mouraing than to the Houfe

¢ of Fealting;” for— < Nove of us lJiveth to
“ himfclf, and ne man dieth to himfelf” —

BuT there are fome men, illuminated with a
purer ray of divinicy —Patriots of the firft mag-
nitude — who, in a peculiar fenfe, may be faid o
Jive and die, not to themfelves, bur to others;
and conféquently to him who is the author of all
goodnefs. Endow’d with that {fuperior excellence
which does honour to our whole fpecies, the vir-
tuous of every nation claim kindred with them;
and the jgeneral interefts -of “humanity are con-
cern’d in their charaéter.

In veneration of fich, men;-to cxchange the
accuftomed walks of pleafure for the Houfe of
Mourning ; to bedew its facred recefles with rears
of gratitudc 10 their memory; to frive, if poffi-

le,
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ble, to catch fome portion of their ethereal Spi-
rit, as it mounts from ihis carthly {phere, into
perfect union with congenial Spirits above isa
laudable cuftom, cocval with fociety, and fancti-
fied to us by the example of the wifeft nations.

It was the manner of the Egvptians, the fa-
thers of arts and fcience, not only to celebrate
the names, but to embalm the bodies, of. their
decealed heroes, that they might be long preferv’d
in public view, as examples of virtue ; and
although ¢ cead, yet {peaking.”

BuT this honour wasnot eafily to be obtain’d ;
nor was it bettow’d indifcriminately upon the
Vurcar GREAT. It was decreed only by the
public voice—a venerable aflembly ‘of  Judges,
beforc whom the body of the decealed was
brought for trial, and folemnly " acquitted or
condenmned upon the evideuce of the people.

Even Kings themfelves, -however much {pa-
red when alive, for the fake of public tranquility,
had fill this more than fiery Ordeal before their
eyes; and, by the cxample of fome of their num-
ber, who had been refuled fepulture i thofe ve-.
ry tombs which their pride had precared o cheir
own memory, were taught both to vencrace and
to dread a law, whicii extended its punifhments
beyond the ufual times of oblivion. N

TrEe Morar of thisinftitution was truly fub-

lime—conftandy inculcating a moft important
teffon
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leffon —¢¢ That whatever diftin&ions our wants
and vices may render neceflary, in thiz fhort and
imperfect period of our being, they arc all con-
celled by the hand of Death; and, through the
endlefs untried periods which fucceed, virtue and
beneticence will make the true diftinctions, and
be the only foundations of happine(s and re-
nown!

Ir from the EgypTrans, we pafs to the
GREEKs, particularly the enlighien’d Athenians,
we fhall find that they had an exprefs law, ap- -
pointing Orarions and public Funerals, in ho wor
of thofe who glorioufly facrificed their lives to
their country.  And this {olemn office was per-
formed before the great affemblics of the people ;
fometimes for one, and fometimes for bands of
herocs together,

THUCYDIDES has recorded a celebrated Ora-
tion of thislaft kind, delivered by Pericles.  The
illuftrious {peaker, aftera moft animating defcrip-
tion of the Amor Patrie the love of our coun-
try— which he exalts above all human virtues,
turns to the deceafed—

¢ Having biftowed Bl Uves to the public,

““ every oue of them, iays he, hath received a
¢ praile that will rever decay—a fepulchre rhat
““ will eiways Le moft illuftrious—not that in
< whic}: -heir bones lie mouldering, bat that in
““ \wbirh their fame s preferved.  This whole
¢ earth 1s the fepulchre of illuftrious citizens” —
' and
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and their infeription is written upon the hearts
of all good men.

““ As for you the furvivors—from this very
“ moment, emulating their virtues, place your
¢ {ole happinefs in liberty—and be prepared to
« follow its call through every danger.”  Then,
addrefling himfelf with exquifite tendernefs, to
the reli¢ts and children of the deceafed, he fug-
gefts to them that the common-wealth was their

husband, their father and brother —

¢ Frowm this day forward to the age of matu-
«¢ rity, fhall the orphans be educated atthe public
¢ expence of the ftate. For this benevolent meed
¢ have the laws appointed to all future reliéts of
¢ thofe who may fall in the public contefts.—

Nor were the Romans lels careful in this
matter.  Confidering men in general as brave,
more by art than nature; and that homor is a
more powerful incentive than fear ; they made
frugality, temperance, patience of labor, manly
exerciic, and love of their country, the main prin-
ciples of eduacation.  Cowardice and negle& of
duty in the field, were feldom punithed with
death or corporal inflictions; but by what was
accounted worlfe, a life decreed to ignomintous
expulfion and degradation from Roman privile-

ges.
Onx the contrary, deeds of public virtue were

rewarded, according to their magnitude, with
ftatues,
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ftatues, trlumphs of various kinds, pccuhar badg-
es of drefs at nublic 1olemnlnes, and * fongs of
praife to the [soing as well as the dead.

NEXT to the hymns compofeu in honor of the
Gods, ‘Poetry derived its origin from the {ongs of
triumph to hierces, % who tamed the rude man-
nets of mankind, ifoundcd cities, repelled the
incurfions of enemics, and e peace to iheir
country. And this coltom began when Rome
contained only a few thepherds zathering ftrength
by an alluvies of the outcafts of neighbouring
nations.

Trosk firlt effotts of poetic enlogy, whether in
prole or verfe (like thote of a fimilar origin, which
Nature, always the fame, teacbes our favage
neighbours) although often {fublime in fubﬁance,
were yet {orude inftruéture, that 9 Livy forbears
quoting them, as having become intoleridle to
the more refined mf’te of his age; however
fuitable they might have been to the ra of
their produttion.

WhaT a multitude of compofitions of this
kind mult have exifted between the barbarous
B fongs

* They are called ““ Carmina,” as wrought up in the high pocric
ftyle ; but were not, therefore, always in verfe cr r‘uafune

+ S~ litd fust, in cpul.s canere convivas ad tibicinem, Jde claro-
rum ho: itnuun virtute, Cic,

T Qui terras homnuirgue colunt genus, afpera bella
Cen pLount, agros i xiwnavlt oppida condunt. Hor.

% urmien canentas 1bmt 1h1 tc mpume forfitas laudabile rudi-
bus 11:_enils, nunc ablorrens & inconditum fi referarur,
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fongs of the miiitary upon the triumph of * Cof-
fius, and the celebrated paneayric of Pliny upon
Trajan! They are faid to have been {welled into
two thoufand volumes, cven in the time of Au-
guftus.  Inthort, the praife of public virtue was
wrought into the whole texture of Roman pohry,
and Vlrgll, calling Re/igion to his aid, gave it the
higheft finifh.

HeE divides his Hades, or placcof GHosTs, into
different regions; and o the gulph of deepeft per-
dition t, conﬁ'ms thofe monfters of iniquity who
delighted in the deftruction of mankind, betrayed
1 their country, or violated its religion and laws.
There he cxcruciates them, in company with
¢« € Gorgons and Hydrasand Chimeras dire—"
Vultures prey upon their vitals, or they are whirl-
ed eternally round with Ixioz upon his wheel, or
bound down with Tautalus |, whofe burning lip

hangs

* Longe maximum triumphi {peGaculum fuit Coflius in'eum

milites carmina incondita, xquames eum Romulo, canere.

Liz,
+ ¢ Full twice as deep the dungeon of the Fiends,
“ The huge Tartarean gloomy gulph defcends
““ Below thefe regions, as thefe regions lie
** From the bright realms of yon =thereal (ky.”
I “ This wretch his countev to a tvrant fold,
And barter'd ghiriows Literry {or g,nld
“ T aws for a hribe he pofsd—but paisd in \1in
** Por thele fume laws a bribe repeal’d again
€ Milon here borrows his monfters irom Vir S
© flanaifqre arnata Chimera
¢ Gorgoncs, Harpieqic P— 2,
See Virsil, B. VI, from line 2882, to kinc 627 ; or Pitt’s cxcellent
‘i ra~flaion.
4 Tmmlus a lubris, fidens, fugientia capiat
T e Far

‘¢
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hangs quivering over the elufive waters it cannot
touch; or the fury Zifyphone, her hair entwin’d
with ferpents, her garments red with human
gore, urges on their tortures with unrelenting
hand!

THE Poet having thus exhaufted imagination
as well as mythology, in the defeription of punifh-
ments for the difturbers of mankind and focs to
their country, raifes his conclufion to a height of
horror beyond the reach of expreflion—

¢ Had I'a hundred mouths, a hundred tongucs,
« A voice of brafs, and adamantine lungs;

« Not half the mighty fcene could T difclofe;

¢ Repeattheircrimes orcounttheirdreadful woes.®

Nor has Virgil ftrayed any farther through the
fields of fancy or fable in this place, than to bor-
row ftrength of colouring for the garb of truth;
and, 1 {ufpect, that he drank from a purer foun-
tain than that of Her1coN, when he peopled
his Tartarus with the ancient {courges of the hu-
man race. An authority {acred among chriftians
has indeed given us a moft awful confirmation of
his doétrine.

AProPHET and PoET indeed, whofe infpira-
tion was truly from Heaven, the incomparably

B 2 {fublime

* Milton hath taken the fame method of raifing his defcription,
by leaving fomething to be conceived beyond the power of werds
10 exprels

* Abominable, unutterable, and worfe
** Than fables vet have fzizn'd, or fear conceiv’d"—
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fublime Isatan, foreteliing the fall of Babylon,
Lovu o of triomph, wherein he exults over its
kv by Monarch in ttrains of wonderful romy
and o p.owh.  He reprobates him as a deftroyer
of muii.ind; who had ¢¢ made the world a wil-
derncfs.”  Hec reprefents the whole earth as de-
livered {01 a cuile by his fall! The trees of the
forclt rjoice, bocaule he is laid low! The ver
grave retuies a covering to his execrable corfe!
he is coitign’d to the depths of mifery; while
the infernal manfions themfelves are moved at his
approach), and the gholts of departed tyrants rife
up, in horrid array and mockery of triumph, to
bid him welcome to his final abode!

Tae aftonithing grandeur and {pirit of this
paffage, and indeed of the whole Ode, arc unri-
valled by any * Poct of Greek or Roman name.

<« How hath the oppreflor ceafed! The Lord
¢¢ Latn broken the ftaff of the wicked! He that
¢ fmote the people in wrath —that ruled the na-
“ tions in anger—is perfccuted and none hinder-
¢ eth! the whole earth is at rcft—they break
¢ forth into finging ; yea the Fir-trees rejoice at
¢« thee, and the Cedars of Liebanon, faying, fince
“ thou art laid down, no feller is come up
againft us.

HeLo

* Alczus himfelf (faith Bifhop Newton) fo highly renowned for
his hatred of tyranny, and whofe odes are alike animated by the
fpirit of Liberty und Poetry, has nothing that can be compared
with the Prophet in this place.
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¢« Herr from bencath is moved for thee, to
““ meer thee at thy coming. It ftirreth up the
¢¢ dead for thee—even the chiefs of the nations!
¢ They fay unto thee, art thou alfo become
¢ weak as we? Thy pomp is brought down to
“ the grave—How art thou fallen, O Lucifer,
““ that didit weaken the nations? All kings,
[meaning juft and merciful kings) even all
of them lie in glory, every one in his own
houfe (or fcpulchre); but thou art caft out of
¢ thy grave like an abominable branch” &, *

€<

(1)

But although the reward of heroes, in the
chriftian’s heaven, be our proper theme on this
folemn day; yer the pafling view which we
have taken of the perdition decreed to the trai-
tors of their country, in the poet’s hell, con-
firmed alfo by the voice of {cripture, is not fo-
reign to our main purpofc.

I xnow your bofoms glow with fo ftrong an
averfion to all the foes of liberty in this life,
that you will furcly avoid every thought and
action, which might doom you rto their com-

pany

The excellent Prelate above quoted, hath a further remark
on this pafiage, which it would be unpardonable to omit.
** What a pleafure muft it afford all readers of an exalted
tafte and generous fentiments, all true lovers of liberty, to hear
the prophets thus exultng over tyrants and cppretlors? The
{criptures, altho’ often perverted to the purpotes of tyranry,
are yet in their own nature, calculated to promcte te civil
and religious liberties of mankind,  True relizion, virtue aqd
liberty, are more iniinately conne@ed than iuen comiioniy
confider.” -

* Ifaiah xiv.

¢

-

<

<

[13

-
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pany in the life to come; and therefore, bidding
adicu ~and may it be an eternal adieu—to thofe
dreary regions and their miferable inhabitants,
let us now exalt our joyous view to thofe cele-
{tial manfions, where the benefactors of man-
kind reap immortal triumphs !

“ Lo! the bleft train advance along the meads,
‘“ And fnowy wreaths adorn their glorious heads—
** Patriots who perith'd for their country’s right,
Or nobly triumph’d in the fiela of fight—
Worthies, who life by ufeful arts refin'd, }

‘L
I

4«

With thofe who leave a deathlefs name behind,
Friends of the world, and patrons of mankind.
Some an the verdant plains are ftretch’d along,
Sweet to the ear, their tuneful Pzans rung—

“c
<

<

BuT herc, ye Pagan poets, and thou prince
of their quire, we leave you far behind; for your
fublimeft flights are now infinitely fhort of the
theme! Your gloomy Theology gave you to-
lerable aid in forming a he//, but the utmoft
efforts of natural genius could not make a
heaven worthy of a rational and immortal foul!
The glory of giving fome animating defcripti-
on of that blifs ¢¢ which eye hath not feen, nor
‘¢ ear before heard, nor could the unenlight-
«¢ ened heart of man otherwife conceive,” was
left for a more divine teacher. From 1M
we learn, that a heart pure and detached from
{ordid pleafures, a foul panting after perfecti-
on, firiving to imitate the goodnefs of heaven,
anticipating its approving fentence, and de-
voted to the fervice of mankind, fhall at laft

riie
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rifc and mix in eternal fellowfhip with the

beatified Family of § God!

HavinGg now, my refpeed countrymen—
and 1 hope 1 do not weary you—laid a wide
foundation upon the practice of the wifeft na-
tions- in fupport of the prefent folemnity; I
fhall add but licde more concerning the public
utility of the thing itfelf.

CIRCUMSTANCED as we now are, and per-
haps fhall long be, in building up a fabric for
future ages, 1t would be a wife inftitution, if
in imitation of the Genoefe feaf? of union, we
thould make at leaft an annual paufe, for a
review of paft incidents, and of the charadters
of thofc who have borne an illuftrious fhare
in them; thereby animating our virtue, and

uniting

1 A poet mw, as may appear from the following lines of
Thomfon, can give us defcriptions of elyfian blifs, far fuperior to
thofe of Virgil; ** whole ideas on this fubjeét (as Mr. Srence
** obferves) althe’ preferable to thofe of Homer and all the other
¢ ancient poets, are ftill fo very low, thatthey feem litdle inore
¢ than borrowed from holiday-fports on the banks of Tiber”—

““ In thofe bright regions of celeftial day,

“ Far other fcenes, far other pleafures reign—

All beauty here below, to them compar'd,

** Weuld like a rofe before the mid-day fun,

*¢ Shrink up its bioffom—like a bubble, break

The paffing poor magnificence of kings—

For there the k iING oF NATURE, 1u full blaze
Calls every fplendor forth ; and there his court,
Amid mthereal powers and virtues, holds—
Angels, archangels, tutelary gods,

Of ciies, nations, empires, and of worlds—

But facred be the veil that kindly clouds

A light too kecn for mortals-
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uniting ourfelves more clofely i the bonds of
mutual friendthip.

Tue world, in general, is more willing to
imitate, than to be taught; and examples of
eminent charaGters have a ftronger influence
than written precepts.  Men’s actions are a
more faithful mirror of their lives than their
words. The former feldom deceive; but the
latter often.  The deeds of old contra&t a venera-
ble authority over us, when fanttified by the
voice ofapplauding ages; and, even in our own
day, our hearts take an immediate part with
thole who have nobly triumphed, or greatly

fufered in our behalf. ‘

But the more ufeful the difplay of fuch
charafters may be to the world, the more dif-
ficult is the work, And I am not to learn, that
of all kinds of writing, panegyric requires the
moft delicate hand. Men feldom endure the
praife of any actions, but thofe which their {elf-
love reprefents as poflible to them{clves. What-
ever is held up as an exawple, if placed beyond
the reach of humanity duly exalied by public
fpirit, will excite no emulation; and whatever
is placed within the vulgar walks of life, will
attradt no attention.

Turre is a further difficulty, peculiar to
certain times; paiticularly thofe of civil dii-
fenfion, when the tempers of men are worke
into fcrment, Whence it happens, that they

n ho
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who have been the fubjets of obloquy in onc
age, have become the theme of praife in an-
other.  Such was Hampden—in the days of
paflive obedience, branded as a feditious dif-
turber of his country’s peace; and, at the
bleffcd =zra of the revolution, exalted into the
firlt rank of patriots. Such was Sidney—con-
demned to a fcaffold in the former period ; and,
in the latter, immortalized by the dclegated
voice of the nation!

WHAT judgment pofterity will form of the
prefent mighty conteft, in which thefe United
Colonies are engaged, I am at no lofs to de-
termine in my own heart. But, while the
fame aftions are, by one part of a great empire,
pronounced the moft criminal refiftance, and
by another, the moft laudable efforts of felf-
pre(érvation ; no public character can be arawn
alike acceptable to all.  Neverthelefs, as the
faithful hifforian is the beft panegyrift of true
merit, he will not fathion himfelf to times and
feafons, but exalt himfelf above them ; and,
confcious of his dignity, as refponfible to fuc-
ceeding ages, will take eternal truth as his
fupport, which can alone bear the impartial
teft of future examination. He knows that the
divine colors of virtue, altho’ they may give a
temporary glare, will not blend or mellow into
a ground-work of vice. '

WHATEVER events, difaftrous or happy,
may le before us; yc(t‘{’omc degree of applaul
] cve



[ 18]

even from an cnemy, is certainly due to thofe
illuftrious men, who, led by confcience and a
clear perfuafion of duty, facrifice their eafe,
their lives and fortunes to the public; and
from their friends and country they are entitled
to a deathlefs renown.

Per1sH that narrow pride, which will fuffer
men to acknowledge no virtue, but among
their own party.  In this direful conteft, the
chief concern of a liberal mind, will be, that
fo much perfonal virtue as may be fouud on
both fides, inftead of being united in fome
great national point for the common good,
thould be dreadfully employed to the purpofe
of mutual deltrution. And a man can as foon
divelt himfelf of his humanity, as refule the
tribute of veneration due to attions truly mag-
nanimous.

WHEN once it becomes criminal to plead
the caufe of a fuffering people; when their
virtues can no longer be fafely recorded - then
tyranny has put the laft hand to her barbarous
work.  All the valuable purpoles of fociety are
fruftrate.!; and whatever other human fate re-
mains will be wholly indifferent to the wife and
good. ‘

Turre are alfo many whofe minds are fo
lttle, that they can conceive nothing great,
which does not court the eye in all the tap-
pings of drefs, titles, and external fplendor.

An
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An American-Patriot! a Blanket-Hero ! a Ge-
neral from the plongh? all thefe are terms of ri-
dicule and reproach among many. Yet fuch
was CINCINNATUSs, in the beft days of Roman
virrne; and a Briifh poet, already quoted,
hath boldly taught his countrymen this noble
leflon —

“¢ Some, with whom compar'd, your infc&-tribes

Are but the beings of a fummer’s day,

Have held the fcale of empire, rul’d the florm

Of inighty war; then, with unweary’d hand,

Difdaining liule deticacies, feiz'd B

The rLoucH, and greatly independent livid. Tuomson

g
g
e
[

“t

TrE fame noble leflon is alfo taught, by the
well known ftory of the two Spaniﬂi grandecs,
who were fent ambaffadors to the Hague.
Notwithftanding all the pride of their nation,
they did not defpife the Dutch depuatics when
they met them in a plain habir, and faw them
on a jeurney fit downupon the grafs, to a frugal
repaft of bread and cheefe, out of their knap-
facks. On the contrary, they cried out, ¢ We
¢ fhall never be able to conguer thefe people ;
“ we muft even make peace with’them.”

Suovurp ambafladors honor us with a vifit,
upon a like occafion; ler us be prepared to
meet them in the fame majeftic fimplicity of
drefs and manners. L.t us convince them that
public virtue is confined to no clafs of men;
and that altho’ it fometimes basks in the fun-
thine of courts, it frequently lics hid in the
{hades of obfcurity, like the latcar fire in fling,

C 2 til
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till called forth by the collifive hand of oppref-
fion,

ADVERs1TY is the feafon which fthews the
fpidit of a man in its full vigor; and times of
civil calamity never fail to firike forth /ights,
fomnetimes ﬁngle, and fometimes whole conftell-
ations minglir.g their kindred rays to warm and
to iluminaie the genius of their country.

THE facred flame thus enkindled, is not fed
by e fuc. of {2 +ion or party ; but by pure
L. e volence an:i iove of the public. It therefore,
fool, riies above the felfith prmc:ples, refines
and beaotess as it rifes, and expands itlelf
into heaveaiy dunenfions. Being inextinguifh-
able in s own nature, the blood of thoufands
or. the fcaffold or in the field, is but as oil
poured into a couflagration, encreafing its ve-
hemence, till it confumes all before ir; burn-
ing {til! clearer and ftronger, wnto the jull day
of peace and crvil huppinefs.

Trose who enjoy a true pomon of this di-
vine flame, duly called forth into excreife,
ftand i no nced of further titles or diftinctions,
cither by birth or grant. For what can the
world prefent greater to the fight of mortals,
or even unmorm]s, than a man who knows
and courts the bleflings o peace, who wifhes
to breathe out his lat in its arms; and
keeping it fill as his objed, is neverthelefs
roufed by the firft pang of his fuffering coun-

tl’y H
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try; gives his whole illuftrious fpmt to her
relief ; rifes above all human allurements;
never remits his zeal; fears nothing; * re-
gards nothmg—-but the fentxments which virtue
and magnanimity infpire? What higher quali-
ties can be required to entitle a man to the ve-
neration and culogies of his country? And thefe
too will be his moft durable monument.

TuE magnificent ftructures raifed by the grati-
tude of mankind to their benetactors of old, had
“but a local and temporary ufe.  They were be-
held only by one people, and for a few ages —

¢¢ The Heav’n afpiring pyramid, the proud
¢ Triumphal arch, and all that ¢’er upheld
¢ The worfhipp’d name of hoar antiquity
¢ Are mouldering into duft —

I~ vain does the way-faring man inveftigate the
tottering ruins for the divinity once enfhrined
there! A fcanty receptacle, about f{ix feet in
length and half the breadth, informs him that it
once contained fome human duft, long fince
mingled with the common mafs.  In vain does
the prying antiguary dwell upon the fculpture, or
ftrive to colle¢t and fpell the fcattered fragments
of letters.  The infcription is gone - long fince
gone, eﬂ'a.ced obliterated ! And fruitlefs were

the

* Nihil extimefcere ; omnia humana defpicere; nihil quod
homini accidere poilit intolerandum putare.  Cie,
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the fearch, through the whole world, for the
Hero’s name, if it were not recorded in the Ora-

tor’s page, and proclaimed by the faithful voice
of hiffory.

THERE it fhall live, while the {malleft veftiges
of literature remain upon earth —yea, till the final
diffolution of things human; nor fhall it perith
then ; but, being the immediate care of Heaven,
the great Archangel, when he fweeps funsand {y-
ftems from their place, and kindles up their laft
fires, ftretching forth his mighty arm, fhall
pluck the deathlefs fcroll from the devouring
conflagration and give it a place among the ar-
chieves of eternity!

BuT whither am I borne? to whart heights
have I afcended? 1 look down with aftonifhment
and tremble at my fituation! Oh! Let your
friendly arms be extended to fave me as I fall,
For in the idea I have of my {ubject, 1 haveun-
dertaken to guide the chariot of the fun; and
how fhall Iiteer through the exalted traét that lies
before me? Confidering myfelf as honored with
this day’s office by the delegated voice of fome
millions of people through a vaft continent, up-
on an occafion, wherein their gratwde, their
dignity, their love of liberty, nay even their re-
putation in literature—are allin fome degrec con-
cerned ; whart language fhall Lufe, or how thall [
accomodate myfelf to cvery circamftance, in
the arduous work?

TRuTH
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TruTH alone muft guide the hand that deli-
neates a charaer. Should I affe&t to {oar aloft
and dip my pencil in the colours of the fky, I
thould but endanger my own wings, melt their
wax, and be precipitated headlong.  Nor is the
danger lefs in the other extreme.

On ! then, for fome better Pheebus, fome pre-
fiding Genius, to uide me through my remaining
way ; to point out the middle path, and teach me
to unite dignity with eafe, ftrength with perfpe-
cuity ; and trath with the unaffected graces of
elocution.  Or rather, you fhall be my Phebus,
my inlpiring as well as prefiding Genius, ye de-
legated fathers of your country! So far” will I
ftrive to imitate * him, who always animated
himfelf with his fubje@, by thus accofting him-
felf before he went forth to fpeak—

“ REMEMBER, thou art this day going to ad-
drefs men born in the arms of liberty, Greci-
aNs, ATHENIANs!—Let no thought enter
thy heart —let no word fall from thy rongue
unworthy of fuch an audience!

As to that hero, whofe memory you celebrate
as a Proto- Martyrt to your rights ~fcr througlh
whatever fields I have ftrayed, he has never efca-
ped my view---as to him I fay, if any thing hu~

man

* Pericles.

t T'he author did notintend t> appropriate this t=r.n fo as to de<*
tract trom tie merit of Dr. \Wurren, and other brave men who
fell befure in the lame caufe.
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man could now reach his ear, nothing but the
areat concerns of virte, liberty, truth and juftice
would be tolerable to him; for to thefe was his
life devoted from his early years.

HEe had received a liberal education in Ireland
his native country, before he went into the ar-
my ; and was indeed endued with talents which
would have led him to eminence in any profeﬂion.
His own he ftudied with a felicity which foon
diftinguifhed his military abilities; but war and
conquelt having no other charms to him than as
the neceflary means of peace and happinefs to
mankind; he ftill found leifure, in the midft of
camps, to cultivate an excellent tafte for philofo-
phy and polite literature. To thefe he added a
careful frudy of the arts of government, and the
rights of mankind; looking forward to that time,
when he might defcend into the f#i// fcenes of pri-
vate life ; and give a full flow to the native and
acquired virtues of a heartrich in moral excel-
lence.

ABOVE eighteen years ago he had attained the
rank of Captain in the 17th regiment, under Ge-
neral Monkton, and ftood full in the way of
‘higher preferment; having borne a fhare in all
the labors of our American wars, and the redu¢-
tion of Canada.  1ll-fated region! fhort-fighted
mortals! Listle did he forefee the {cenes which
that fand hd {lill in referve for him! Litle did
thole generous Americars, who then ftood by

his



[ 25 ]
his fide, think that they were affifting to fubdue

a country, which would one day be held up over
us, as a greater fcourge in the hands of friends,
than ever it was in the hands of enemies!

Hap fuch a thought then entered our hearts,
we fhould have ftarted with indignation from the
deed of horror. Our heroifm would have ap-
peared madnefs and parricide! The lifted fteel
would have dropped from the warrior’s arm!
The axe and the hoe from the laborer’s grafp!?
America would have weeped through all her fo-
refts; and her well-caltivated ﬁeldb refufed
to yield farther fuftenance to her infatuated
fons!

But far different were our thoughts at that
time. We confidered ourfelves as co-operatmg
with our brethren for the glory of the empire; to
~enable them to fecure our common peace
and liberty; to humanize, adorn, and. dig-
mf'), with Britith puvxleges, a vaft Contment-
to become ftrong in our ftrength, happy in our
happinels ; and to derive that from our affestion,
which no force can exrtort f-om a free people,
and which the miferable and opprefled cannot
give!

Axp thele, too, were the fentiments of our la-
meuted Hero; for he had formed an early attach-
ment, amouniing cven to an enthufiaftic love, for
this country ! The woodland and the plain; the

D face
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facc of Nature, grand, venerable, and yet rejoicing
in her prime; our mighty rivers, defcending in vaft
cataractsthro” wildand thaggy mountains,or gliding
infilent majefty thro’ fertile vales ; their numerous
branchesand tributary {prings ; our romantic {cenes
of rural quiet; our fimplicity of manners, yetun-
corrupted by luxury or flagrant vice ; our love of
knowlege and ardor for liberty—all thefe ferv’d
to convey the idca of primaval felicity to a heart
which he had taught to beat #xifor with the har-
mony of Heaven!

HE therefore chofe America, as the field of his
future ufefulnefs; and as foon as the bleflings of
peace were reftored to his country, and duty to
his Sovercign would permit, he took his leave of
the army, and having foon conneéted himfelf, by
marriage, with an ancient and honorable tamily,
in the province of New-York, he chole a delight-
ful retirement upon the banks of Hudfon’s river,
at a diftance from the noife of the bufy world!
Having a heart diftended with benevolence, and
panting to do good, he {oon acquired, without
courting it from bis neighbours, that authority,
which an opinion of {uperior talents and inflexi-
bl integrity, never fail to create.

In this moft elegible of all fituations, the life of

a country gentleman, deriving its molt exquifite
relith from reflection upon paft dangers and pait
fervices, he gave full fcope to his Philofophic
(pivir, and tafte for rural clegance,  Self-fadsficd
and
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and raifed above vulgar ambition, he devoted his
time to fweet domeftic intercourfe with the ami-
able partner of his heart, friendly converfe with
men of worth, the ftudy of ufeful books, and
the improvement of his favou’d villa. Nor
from that happy {pot did he wifh to ftray, un-
til he fhould receive his laft fummons to happi-
nefs more than terreftrial.

BuT when the hand of power was ftretch’d
forth againft the land of his refidence, he had a
heart too noble not to lympathlze in irs diftrefs.
From that fatal day---and Oh! that it had never
found a place in ‘the Volumes of Time from
that fatal day, in which the firft American blood
was {pilt by the hoftile hands of Britifh brethren,
and the better Genius of the empire, veiling her
faceinanguifh, turn’d abhorrentfgom the sSTRIFE
of DFaTH AVONG HER CHILDREN--I fay,
from thar fatal day, he chofe his part.

AvrTHOUGH his liberal {pirit placed him above
local prejudices, and he confidered himfclf as a
member of the empire at Jarge; yer America,
ftruggling in the caufe of leelt\' henccforth be-
came his peculiar country;---and that country
took full pofleflion of his foul; hfrmg him above
this earthly drofs, and every private affeétion!
Worth like his could be no longer hid in the
fhades of obfcurity ; nor permit him to be placed
in that inferior ftation with which a mind, great
inhumility and felf-denial, would have been con-

tented. Tt was w ifely conftdered that he who had
D2 {c
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fowell learned to obey, wis fitteft to command;
and therefore, being well aflured of his own heart,
he refigned himfclf to the public voice, nor hefi-
tated 2 moment longer to accept the important
commiflion frecly offered to him, and, with the
firmnef(s of another Regulus, to bid farewellto his
peaceful retirement, and domeftic endearments.

HEerE followed a fcene of undiffembled ten-
dernefs and diftre(s, which all who hear me may,
in fome degree conceive; but all cannot truly
feel. Youonly whoare husbands---whofe hearts
have been inumately blended with the partners
of your blifs, and have known the pangs of fe-
paration, when launching into dangers, uncertain
of your fate---You only would I now more di-
reily addrefs. Give a moment’s paufe for re-
flection! Recall your own former feelings, your
inward {truggles, your virtuous tears! Here bid
them again freely flow, while you liften to our
hero’s parting words. —

Ye fcencs where home-felt pleafures dwell,
And thou my dearer felf, farewell!
¢¢ Perhaps the Cyprefs, only trce
« Of all thele groves, fhall follow me —*

But fiill 1o Triumph ora Tomb,
Where Virtue calls, I come, I come!

¢« ] COME,

(The foregoing lines were fet and performed to
maufic, which gave an opportunity of a paufe, in
delivering the Oration. |

* Hor. B. 2. Cde 14. 1. 22—24
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COME, 1 come! Nor were thefe the
] words of difappointed ambition; nor dictated
by any fudden ftart of party zeal. He had wexgh-
cd the contelt well, was intimately acquaint-
ed with the unalienable rights of freemen,
and rcady to fupport them at every peril! He
had long forefecn and lamented the fatal iffuc
to Wthh things were haftening. He knew
that the fword of civil deftruéion, once drawn,
is not cafily fheathed; that men having their
minds inflimed and the weapons of defence in
their hands, {eldom know the Juﬂ point where
to ftop, cven when thcy have it in their power;
and often proceed to attions, the bare contem-
plation of which would at firlt have aftonifhed
them..

It was therefore his defire rather to foften than
enflame violent humors, withing that America,
in all her a&tions, might ftand jultified in the fight
of God and the World. He forefaw the hor-
rid wain of evils which would be let loofe by
the {troke which fhould fever the ancient bond
of union between Great-Britain and us. It
was therefore his wifh that fuch a ftroke fhould
never proceed firlt from the hand of America.

Nor did ir fo proceed.

T HE refiftance made at LEXINGTON was not
the traiterous a&t of men confpmmT againft the
fupteme powers ; nor directed by the councils of
any public body in America; but rofe immedi-
ately out of the cafc, and was ditated by fe/f=pre -

Jervation
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fervation, the firlt great law of Nature as well as
Society.  If there was any premeditated {cheme
here, it was premeditated by thofe who created
the dreadful neceflity, either of refiffance or ruin.
Forcould it be expetted that any people, poflef=
fing the leaft remains of virtue and liberty, would
tamely fubmit to deftru¢tion and ravage---to be
difarmed as flaves ; ftripped of their property and
left a naked prey even to the infults of furround-
ing {avages?

W s this an experiment worthy of Great-Bri-
tain? Where was the wifdom of her counfellors?
Had their juftice, their moderation quite forfaken
them? Could they poffibly expe@ obedience in
fuch a cafe as this? Would they themfelves, ina
fimilar cafe, even undera competent legiflative au-
thority, fubmit to laws which would deftroy the
great end of all laws, Self-Prefervation? Human
nature fays, No. The Genius of the Englith
conftituiion fays, No. The nation itfelf bath
heretofore faid, No; and a great oracle 1+ of its
laws has given his fan¢iion to the verdict—*¢ In
“¢ cales of national oppreffion, fays he, the nation
“¢ hath very juf?ifiably rifen as one man, to vindi-
¢ cate the original contra®, fubfifting between
*¢ the King and people.” And—*¢ Ifthe fove-
¢ reign power threaten dcfolation to a ftate,
mankind will not be reafoned out of the feel-
ings of humanity, nor facrifice liberty to a
{crupulous adherence to political maxims.”

Ir

(14
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Ir the cafe of America does not come within
the above defcription, there feems to be no equity
leftupon earth ; and whatever is exacted by force
muft be yielded through fear. But if juftice be
any thing more than a name, it is furely a fole-
cifm in politics to fay, that one part of a frec
country has a right to command that which the
other ‘¢ cannot obey without being flaves, nor
¢ refift without being rebels.” Yet to fuch a
fad dilemma does the parliamentary claim of a
“ right to bind us in all cafes whatloever,” reduce
America; involving in it a total furrender of our
liberties ; fuperfeding the ufe of our own legifla-
tures; marking us with {uch a badge of fervitude
as no freemen can confent to wear ; and {ubject-
ing us to burdens laid by thofe who are notonly
unacquainted with our circumftances, and bear no
partof the weight, but eafe them{clvesin proporti-
on as they load us. If this be Zaw, ifit be equity,
ithas nocxampleamonganyogherpcop]c,poffefﬁng
the leaft glimmerings of virtue or native freedom.

BuT although this claim be fo repugnant to
every idea of natural as well as legal juftice, that
the guilt of blood which it may occafion can be
chargeable only on thofe whoattempt to enforceit;
yet Lam well aflured that when compelled at laft
by hard neceflity, cither to avertthe dagger pointed
at our breaft or crouch to unconditional fervitude,
our hero’s heart bled for the dreadful alternative.

His principles of loyalty to his fovereign
{whom he had long ferved, and whofe true glory
confifts
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confifts in healing thofe ftreaming wounds) re-
mained firm and unfhaken. Love to our bre-
thren whom we muft oppofe; the interchange of
good offices, which had {o intimately knit the
bonds of friendfhip between them and us; the
memory of thofe better days in which we fought
and triumphed rtogether; the vaft fabric of mu-
toal bappinefs raifed by our union, and ready to
be diffolved by our diffentions; the annihilation
of thofe numerous plans of improvement in
which we were engaged for the glory of the em-
pire —all thefe confiderations confpired to render
this conteft peculiarly abhorrent to him and every
virtuous American, and could have been out-
weighed by nothing earthly, but the unquench-
able love of liberty, and that facred duty which
we owe to ourfelves and our polterity.

HENCE, asappears from his papers, even inthe
full triumph of fuccefs, he molt ardently joined
his worthy friend T General Schuyler in praying
that ¢ Heaven may {peedily re-unite us in cvery
<¢ hond of affetion and intereft; and thar the
¢¢ Britifh empire may again become the envy and
¢ admiration of the univerfe, and flourifh’’ il
the confummation of carthly things.

THi1s part of his charafter, I dweli vpon
with particular  {atisfattion; and indeed had
he evidenced a contrary fentiment, or gone
forth in the rage of congue/? inftead of the fpirit
of recorciliation; not all his other virtues, nor
vet the refpect which T owe to the appointment

wherewith
4+ In his letter ¢f Nov. 8th.
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wherewith [ am now honored, could have induc-
ed me to appear in this place, on this occafion.

Gop forbid that any of the profeflion to
which 1 belong, fhould ever forget their peculi-
ar charatter, exercife a turbulent f{pirir, or
proftitute their voice to enflime men’s minds to
the purpofes of wild ambition, or muwal de-
ftruttion. 1 am happy in knowing that no-
thing of this kind is withed from me; nay
that the delegated voice of the continent, as
well as of this particular province, fupports me
in praying for a refforation ¢ of the former
“ harmony between Great-Britain and thefe
¢ Colonies upon fo firm a bafis as to perpetu-
“« ate its bleflings, uninterrupted by any furare
<« diflenfions, to fucceeding generations in both
“ countrics *”

E INDEED

* The above paragraph having been either mifreprefented or
mifunderftood by fome, the author does not think himfelf at li-
berty to make the leaft alteration in it, even if he judged any to
be neceffary. The quotation from thé laft petition of Congrefs,
as well as the reference made to the inftructions of our Affzmbly,
both point to a paff period ; and the author camnot be confi-
dered, from thence, as taking upon him to make the leaft decla-
ration concerning the prefent fentiments of either of thefe bodies ;
nor is there a word which can preclude the taking into the terms
of accommodation, fo faras may be thought reafonable, the redrefs
of whatever grievances or loffes we may have fuftained, fince that
period. Upon the whole, itis prefumed, that a fingle fentiment
15 not to be found in the Oration, which is not fully confonant to
every declaration of Congrefs which has yet appeared. And toim-
pute to them, or even fufpe®, the leaft change of fentiment, be-
fore they themfelves have declared it, would not only be indecent
but very injurious to our caufe. The author is alfo confiftent with
himnfelf, and if the fame do&trines which, he has been told, were well
reccivedin hislate publication,thould nowbedifagreeabletoany, the
fault is not his. But he will give the reader no further ircuble on this
wpic, unleS bis cwn defence fhould in {uture reader it neccfary.
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INDEED this matter refts in fafe hands, and
is clear in itfelf. If redrefs of grievances, ef-
fential liberty, and fecurity againft future op-
preflion can be obtained, agreeable to our own
defires ; then neither confiftency, dignity, or
a regard to our illuftrious Britifh Friends, who
have defended our caufe, pledged themlelves
for our fincerity, and hope by our aid to reftore
and perpetuate the glory of the whole empire,
can fuffer us to hefitate.  To fay, let them look
to their own fafety, and we will look to ours,
would be unworthy of the liberal foul of any
American, truly animated in our prefent caufe,
and with the love of aniverfal liberty.

BuT f{uppole thefe terms cannot be ob-
tained; Why then, there will be no need of
further arguments, much lefs of aggravations.
Timid as my heart perhaps is, and ill-tuned
as my ear may be to the din of arms and the
clangor of the rrumper; vyet, in that cafe,
founds which are a thoufand times more harfh
—<¢ even the croaking of frogs in the unculi-
vated fen,” or the howling of wild beafts on
the mountain top, where Liberty dwells, would
be ¢ preferable to the nightingale’s fong” in
vales of flavery, orthe melting notes of CorEL-
L1 in cities clanking their chains!

Ir this be a digreflion, pardon it as the laft,
and due to my own principles and confiftency.
1 now haften to attend our hero through the re-
mainder of his carcer—fhort indeed! burt croud-

ed
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ed with fcenes of virtuous a@ivity, which would

have dignified the longeft life,

TrxECanada cxpedit}onis oncofthofe meafures,
which the enemies of American peace having firft
rendered neceflary, will now ftrive to mifconftrue
into hoftility and offence. But when authentic
proofs were obtained thata people profeflinga re-
ligion, and {'ubjef‘ted to laws, different from ours,
together withnumerous tribes of favages were in-
ftigated and preparing to deluge -our fronticrs in
blood let God and the wolld judge whether it
was an ad of offence ; or rather, whether it was
not mercy to them, to ourlclves, to the whole
Bririth empire, to ufe the incans in our power
for fruftrating the barbarous attempt.

InpEED there was benevolence in the whole
plan of his cxpedition. It was to be execured
not fo much by forceasbv perfuafion ; and appear-
ing inthe country with fuch a re{pcftable ftrength,
as_might protet the inhabitants from the infults
and vengeance of thofe, who were ftriving to
make them lift up their relu&tant arm to the
fhedding fraternal blood. It was further withed
to kindle up the expiring lamp of liberty among
them; to open their eyes to its divine eﬁ‘ulgence :
and cnable them to raife their drooping hcad
and claim its bleflings as their own.

TH1s was a work, in all its parts, {uited to the
gen'usof aMonTGoMERY. Hehada head and
E 2 heart
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heart which equally pointed him out as a fit guide
in fuch an undertaking. He underftood and
could well explain the bleflings of a free govern-
ment.  Perfuafion dwelt upon his tongue. He
hadafoul, grear, difinterefted, affeitionate, de-
lighting to alleviate diftrefs, and to diffufe happi-
nefs. He had an induftry notto be wearied out;
a vigilance not to be impofed upon; and a cou-
rage, when neceffary, equal to lus other abili-
ties.

Bur ftill, with a few new_raifed men, of dif-
ferent colonies, and perhaps different tempers ;
il fupplied with arms and ammunition ; worfe
difciplined ; unaccuftomed to look cannon in the
face; to make or to mount a breach—in fuch
circumitances, 1 fay, and in the fhort {pace of
an auwumnal and winter campaign, in rigorous
northern climes, to atchieve a work which
coft Great-Britain and the colonies the labor of
feveral campaigns, and whar was a facrifice of
infinitely more value—the life of the immortal
WoLrE—this certainly required a degree of
magnanimity beyond the ordinary reach, and
the exertion of the higheft abiliies of every
kind.

THE command and condu& of an army,
were but fmall parts of this undertaking. The
Indians were to be treated with, reftrained and
kept in temper.  The Canadians were |kewife
to be managed, prote&ted and fupported:
And even his own army in fome degree to be

formed,
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formed, difciplined, animated, accuftomed to
marches, incampments, dangers, fatignes and
the frequent want of neceflaries.

Camps, of all worldly fcenes, often exhibit
the greateft pictures of diftrefs. The fick and
the wounded—the dying and the dead—as well
as the wants and f{ufferings of the living—all
thefe call forth the moft tender feelings, and
require of a General that, to the. courage of a
{oldier, he fhould unite the utmoft benevolence
of 2 man!

Our General poflefled thefe united qualities
in their higheft luftre ; of which there are nu-
merous teftimonies not only from his own ar-
my, but from the prifoners, Englifh as well as
Canadians, now amongft us.

WuEN his men laboured under fatigue,
wanted bread and other neceffaries, had
their beds to make in fnow or deep morafles,
they were athamed to complain, finding that
he was willing to fhare in the execution of
whatever he commanded. And the exam-
gle which he thus fet to others, did more to in-
fpire patience, obedience, love of order and
difcipline, than the moft rigid exercife of pow-
er could have done.  The influence of this ex-
ample was {till ftronger, as it did not appear to
be the cffeci of conttraint or political neceflity ;
but the amiable cxpreflion of a {ympathizing
foul; leading him to condefend to all capaci-

ties ;
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ties; exact in his own duties, and great even
in common things.  His latters, confidential
as well as official, are a fult proof of this.

‘¢ Our incampment is fofwampy, I feel, fays
*¢ he, exceedingly for the troops; and provifions
‘¢ fo fcarce, it will require not only difpatch,
¢ but good fortune, to keep us from diftrefs —
¢¢ Should things not go well, I tremble for the
“¢ fate of the poor Canadians, who have ventu-
““ red fo much. What fhall I do with them,
¢ fhould I be obliged to evacuate this country ?
¢ I have aflured them that the United Colonijes
* will as foon give up Maflachufetts to refent-
‘¢ ment as them.,”’—

Turse fentiments were worthy of an heroic
foul, and of the faith he had pledged 1o thofe
people.  Nor is he lefs t0 be venerated for his
tender regard towards his own army— Inftead
of making a merit of his difficuliies (which
were indced more than ought to be mentioned
in this place) he often feeks to conceal them;
aferibing any litle faults or rtardinefs, in  his
_young troops, to their want of expcrience in form-
ing; to their hard duty, the conftant fucceflion
of bad weather and the like—{till ciicouraging
them to nobler efforts in future. And if any
impatience of difcipline appeared, he nobly
attributes it to *¢ that {piric of freedom, which
¢ men accuftomed to think for themfelves,
¢ will even bring into camps with them.”

His
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Hrs own fuperior military knowledge he has
been known to faasifice to the gencral voice,
rather than interrupt that union on which fuc-
cefs depended ; and when a meafure was once
refolved upon by the majority, however much
contrary to his own advice and judgment, he
mavnammouﬂy fupported it with his utmoft
vigor; difdaimng that work of low ambxtxon,
which will ftrive to defeat in the execution what
it could not direct in planning.

His perfeverance and condu& in gaining
pofleflion of St. John’s and Montreal, have al-
ready been the theme of every tongue, and need
not be mentioned in this place. His abilities
in negociation ; the precifion with which the
various articles of treaties and capitulations are
exprefled ; the generous applaufe he gives, not
only to every worthy effort of his own Officers,
but to the Commanding Officer and garrifon
of St, Johns; his noble declaration to the in-
habitants of Montreal, ¢¢ that the Continental
¢ Armies delpife cvery a& of oppreflion and vi-
«¢. olence, being come for the exprefs purpofe of
¢ giving /zbe/{y and fecurity”—all thefe 1 fay,
did honor to himfelf, and to that delegated bo-
dy, under whofe authority he acted.

Leaving him, therefore for a while—alas
too fhort a while—to enjoy the nobleft of all tri-
umphs, the applaufe of his country, and the
conicious teftimony of his own heart let us
enquire after another band of brave and hardy

men
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men, who are ftemming rapid rivers, afcend-
ing pathlefs mountains, traverfing unpeopled
deferts, and haftening through decp morafles
and gloomy woods to meet him in {cenes of an-
other iflue —

—_— Deferts in vain
Oppos'd their courfe, and deep rapacious floods,

And mountains in whofe jaws deftruction gria'd,
Hunger and toil-—Armeman fanows and ftorms !
Greece in their view and glory yet untouch'd,

They held their fearlefs way Oh! ftrength of mind
Almoft almighty in fevere extremes! *

TH1s praife was paid to TEN THOUsAND
Heroks, fuftaining every danger, in a retreat
to their own country, and is certainly due, {o far
as heroifm is concerned, to lefs than a tenth part
of the number, marching through equal diffi-
culties againft the capital of a ho/file country.

Even the march of HannNiBaL over the
Alps, fo much celebrated in hiftory, (allowing
for the difparity of numbers) has nothing in it
of {uperior merit, to the march of ArRNOLD ;
and in many circumftances there is a moft firik-
ing fimilitude.

THE former had to encounter the rapid
Rhonc; the latter, the more rapid Kennebeck,
thro’ an immenfe length of country.  The for-
mer, when he came to quit the river, found
his further paffage bar’d by mountains, rear-
ing their {howy crells to the sky, rugged, wild,

uncul-
Thomfon.
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tinculiivated.  This was alfo the cafe with the
latter, whole troops, carrying their boats and
baggage, were obliged to crofs and recrofs the
fame mountains fundry times. At the foot
of the mountains, the former was deferted by
three thoufgnd of his army, defponding at
the length of the way, and terrified at the hi-
deous view of thofe ftupendous heights, which
they confidered as impaffable —In like circum=
{tances, about a third part of the army of the
latter, deferted fhall I fay, or ufe the more
courteous language —*¢ returned home.®”’ The
march of the former was about twelve hun=<
dred miles in five months. The Virginia and
Pennlylvania rifle-companies, belonging to the
latter, including their firfft march from their
own habitations to Cambridge, and thence to
Quebec, marched near the fame diftance in
about three months. . _
F BEsiDES

* When the Oration was delivered, the Authordid not know that
an enquiry had been madeinto the reafons of the return of this party,
and that the Commanding Officer has been acquitted. But as a
very general cenfure had been paffed upon him through the Colo-
nies, 1t was judged much more honorable for him to infertan ac-
count of his acquitment, than to fupprefs the paragraph—for all
thefe tranfactions will be fully ferutinized by future hiftorians.

It was at the foot of the Pyrenees that the 3000 deferted from
Hannibal, and he freely difmiffed 7000 more, whofe courage he
perceived was not equal to the undertaking. Indeed Livy tells
us that the fight of the Alps, * their fnow-¢lad tops almoft pene-
“ trating Heaven, the rude cotrages built on rocks, fheep and
oxen pinched with cold, the men favage and wearing long
‘ beards, every thing both animate and inanimate ftiff with froft”
«~—ftruck even the remainder of his afmy with a temporary panic.
It is not clear what ufe Hannibal made of his boats after crofling

the Rhone, whether to carry his baggage, as he afcended along
its banks or not.

4
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BEs1pEs theferifle- companies, Arnold’s corps
confifted of about five hundred New-England
troops, who fuftained all the fatigues of the
worft part of the march by land and water,
with the utmoft fortirude. And General MonT-
GOMERY, ever ready to do juftice to merit,
having joined them before QUEBEC, gives their
commander and them this chara&er

*« THEY arean excceding fine body of men,
“ inured to fatigue, with a ftile of difcipline
¢ among them much fuperior to what 1 have
¢ been ufed to fee this campaign— He himfelf
¢ is active, intelligent, and enterprizing.”

- Havinc approached thofe plains which the
blood of WoLrg hath confecrated to deathlefs
fame, our hero feemed emulous of his glory,
and animated with a kindred fpirit.  The
fitvation of his army prefled difpatch! fnows
and frofts only quickened his motions.  He
hoped by one fuccefsful ftroke, before the
arrival of fuccours to the garrilon, to com-
pleat his plan, and fave the fuwre effufion
of much blood. He further flattered him-
felf, that his fuccefs, if {peedy, might have
fome influence upon Parliament, in haftening
a reconciliation. He underftood that maxim of
Folard - <« No obftacle fhould break our refo-
¢ lution, when there is but 2 moment between
¢« a bad fituation and a worfe” —~This fenti-
ment he cxpreffes in his laft lecter with a {pirit
of modefty, and a fenle of duty, as well as the

danger
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danger attending it, which ought to be for ever
recorded to his glory.— <1 fhall be forry 1o be
«¢ veduced to this mode of attack; becaufe I
¢« know the melancholy confequences. But the
¢ approaching feverity of the feafon, the weak-
¢ nefs of the garrifon, together with the na-
« rre of the works, point it out too ftrong to
< be paffed by. Fortune often baflles the moft
« fanguine expefations of poor mortals—I
¢ am not intoxicated with the favors 1 have re-
« ceived at her hands- But I think there is a
« fair profpect of fuccefs.”

-

Poor mortals indeed, if nothing was to re-
main of them after death; for while he was
courting this fuccefs, and glorioufly leading on
his troops in the front of danger, he reccived
the fatal troke, which in an inftant relcafed
his great {pirit, to follow and join the immor-~

tal fpirit of WoLFE!

O trov {wift winged meflenger of deftruti-
on, how didft thou wiumph in that moment!
the firoke that fever’d Montgomery from his
army, deprived them of more than a member.
1t rcached the vitals, and ftruck the whole bod
with a temporary death. As when the forked
lightning, darting thro’ the foreft, amid the
black tempefts of night, rends fome towering
oak, and laysits honors in the duft, the inferior
trees which it had long fheltered from the ftorm,
ftand mournful around, f{o ftood the aftonifhed
bands over their fallen Chieftain! - nor over

F a2 him
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him alone; but over others, in their prime of

glory, proftrate by his fide!

HEerE, ye Pennfylvanian youths, fecond to
none in virtue, let a portion of your tears be
facred to the manes of MacpuERsoN ! You re-
member his generous f{pirit in his carly years,
for he drank of the fame {prings of {cience with
many of you now before me; and we who
reached the cup to your lip, rejoice that it con-
tributed to invigorate both him and you into
wifdom and public {pirit. Having finithed his
{colaftic * education, he ftudied the laws of his
country, under a lawyer and patriof + of diftin-
guithed name ; and animated by bis example, as
well as precepts, had become eminent in his pro-
feflion, at an age when fome have {carce begun
to think of bufinefs. The love of liberty being
his ruling poffion, he thought it his duty in
the prefent ftruggle, to offer himfelf to the fer-
vice of his country, and he had foon an oppor-
tunity of attaining that military pre-eminence,
of which he was laudably ambitious.

Exjoving

* He was educated partly at the college of Philadelphia, and
patly at that of New-Jerfey. A few days before his death, he
vifited the very fpot on which General W oL ¥ £ ¢xpired ; and the
refleftions in his letter on this occafion, as well as in that which
he left fealed up, for his father, in cafe of his death in the at-
tack upon Quebec, were fuch as became a chriffian and a foblier.
He bequeathed what little fortune he had accumulated, to his
only brother, an officer in the regular army. As a reward for
his fervices, he was appointed by the Congrefs, a Major in a
battalion to be raifed in the Delaware counties, but had received
1o account of this promotion.

+ Tohr Dickenfon, Efquire,
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ENJOYING an hereditary bravery, joinedtoa
well cultivated underftanding, and an active
{pirit, he foon became the bofom friend of
General Montgomery, was his Aid de camp,
was entrulted with a fhare in the management
of his moft important negociations, ftodd by his
fide in the attack upon Quebec, and being, as
it were animated by one common foul, and
dear to each other in life—in death, they were
not a2 moment divided !

Here likewife fell Caprain CHEEsMAN, of
the New-York forces, covered with honor, and
lamented by all who knew him, as an a&ive
and gallant officer.  His particular merits, as
well as the merits of fome others, who fhared
his fare, ought to be more fully commemorated
on this occafion, if proper accounts of them
could be colleted.

I musT not, however, omit the name of the
brave Captain HenpRICKs, who commanded
one of the Pennfylvania rifle-companies, and
was known to me from his infincy.. He was
indeed prodigal of his life, and courted danger
out of his tour of duty. The command of
the guard belonged to him, on the morn-
ing of the attack ; but he folicited and obtain-
ed leave to take a. more confpicuous poft; and
having led his men through the barricr, where
his commanding officer, General ArNoLD, was
wounded, he long fuftained the fire of the garri-

fon
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fon with unfhaken firmnefs, till at laft, receiying
a thot in his breaft, he immediately expired.

SucH examples of magnanimity filled evey
adverfaries with veneration and efteem. For-
getting the foes in the berocs, they gathered
up their breathlefs remains, and committed
them to kindred duft, wich pious hands
““ and funeral honors meet.”—So may your
own remains, and particularly thine, O
CarrToON, be honored, thould it ever be your
fate to fall in hoftile fields! Or if, amid the va-
rious chances of war, your lot fhould be among
the prifoners and the wounded, may .you be
diftinguifhed with an ample return of that be-
nevolence which you have fhewn to others.
Such offices of humanity, foftening the favage
fcenes of war, will entitle you to an honor
which all the pride of conqueft cannot beftow—
much lefs a conquelt over fellow-fubjets, con-
tending for the common rights of freemen.

By fuch offices as thefe, you likewife give a
gleam of comfort to thefe mourners, who mix
their

* Thefe particulars were certified by General Thomfon and
Colonel Magaw, his commanders in the Pennfylvania rifle-regi-
ment, and they give me this further charafter of him in their
letter, viz. ** No fatigues or duty ever dilcouraged him—He
** paid the ftriteft attention to his company, and was ambitious.
** that they fhould excel in difcipline, fubriety and order. His
** focial and domeftic virtues you were well acquainted with, "
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their tears with our T Schuylkill and Sufgue-
hannab; and to her § efpecially, on Hudfon’s
river, preheminent in woe! Angels and mi-
nifters of grace, compleat her confolations!
Tell her, in gentleft accents, what wreaths
of glory you have entwin'd, to adorn the brows
.of thofe who die for their country; and hover-
ing for a while, on the wing of pity, liften to
her mournful ftrain —

* Sweet ivy, twin’d with myrtle, form a fhade
Arocund the tomb where brave Montgomery's laid !
Beneath your boughs, jhut from the beams of day,
My ceafelefs tears thall bathe the warrior's clay ;
And injur'd ¢ Freedom fhall a while repair,

To dwell, with me, 4 weeping henmnit there.”

HavinG now paid the honours due to the
memories of our departed friends, what need I
add - more? Illuftrious, although fhort, was
their race! * ®But old age is not that which
ftandeth in length of time, nor is meafured by
number of years—wifdom is the grey hair to
man, and an unfpotted life is old age.”

To

+ The rivers on which the parents of Major Macpherfon and
Captain Hendricks live.

1 Mrs. Montgomery.

LN
* The original lines, for which thefe were fubftituted and, per-
formed to mufic, are well known, viz.
“ Wind gentle Ever-green to tunn a fhade,
“ Around ti: Towmb where Sopaocles is laid, &¢.

Part of the two lalt lines is from an Ode of Collins,
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To fuch men, Rome in all her glory would
have decreed honors ; and the refolve of Congrefs
to tran{mit the memory of their virtues, is wor-
thy of that magnanimity which ought to cha<
racterize public bodies.  Jealous and arbitrary
ralers are {paring of honors to thofe who ferve
them, left their own fhould be thus eclipfed.
But your luftre, Gentlemen, can fuffer no di=*
minution this way; and the glory you jultly
beftow upon others, will only be reflected to
encreafc your own!






