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IN CON G RES S, 

JAN U A R Y 25, 1776. 

" RESOLVE D,'That Dr. Smith be de(t~ 
" red to pnpare and deliver a FUNERAL 

" ORA T ION in Honor of General MON T GO

" MER Y, and of thop officers a1tdSoldiets 7.vbo 
. " ntClgnanimouj/y fought aud fellivithhim i1wzain:" 

,e tainillg the pril1ciples of American LibertV'. 

ExtraEl from the Mi1lutes, 

CHARLES THOMSON, SEC. 

IN purJitance of this appointment thefoll07ving 
Oration was drawn up ; and {IS the Author kne7v 
that he was to addrtj:r as great and r~!peElable 
an audience, perhaps, as 7vas ever cOlivelJed i1t 
America, be 'lIeitber 7uiJh'd to trifle with their 
charafler or his 07un, but t{ed every effort in his 
power to render the compofitio1Z 7.vorthy of tbe Oc
cafio1t; and now cbecrfully jubmits it to the public 
judgment. [-Ie forefr17v the difficulties incident to 
the undertaking; and (upon the priflciples menti
oned p. 16, 17,) ,L'as prepared to encounter 
them. 

'Two or three ~/otatio1lJ' have becll tramferred 
from the text to the margin; a jew jinall alter
ations, chiejly verbal, have been made, 1IPM 

the recommendation of Jome friends, and a para
graph, (p. 46.) 'which 7vas forgot ift the deli
vel)', is prillted i11 its place. [Upon ti'e 7:·iJol.:, 

A ::? the 



[ 4 ] 

the Attthorhope.r he ha.r done jujiife to the me
mory ~f tho{e brave men who are the (ubjetl.r of 
the Oration; and with retpe8 to tho{e reftetlion.r 
upon public affairs which mull rife out of public 
ch.:tratler.r, and are intimately conneCled wzth 
them, he i.r fo far from wifhing them retrench'.i, 
that (an a careful review) he i.r willing to refl, 
upon them, whatever claim he may. have to the 
appellation of a good Citizen or Friend to Li
beay, fo long a.r it ma} be remembered that he 
either liv'd or wrote i1. America! 



AN 

ORA T ION, &c. 

Fathers, Brethl1e1Z and Cotmtr,)'men! 

A N occafion truly [olemn has alfcmblcd us 
this day; and, that your attention may be 

alike {olemn and rerious, hear, in the firfl: place. 
the voice of eternal Truth-<' It is better to go 
" to the Houie of Mouriling than to :rhe Houfe 
" of F eafting;" fo r- " N ODe of us liveth to 
" him{clf,: and n0 man dieth to him!C]f"-

BUT there are [olDe men, illuminated with a 
purer ray of divinicy-Patriots of the firfl: mag
nitude - who, in a peculiar {en!c , may be raid to 
live and die, not to thelDfe1ves, but .toothers; 
and confequently to him who is tbe author of all 
goodnefs. Enclow'd with ~hariuperior excellence 
whiofl does honour to our whole fpecies .. the vir
tuous of ,e~ery nationclilimkindred with them; 
and the igtneraI intereHsof'-humal1ity are con
cern\! in their charaCl:eJ'. 

IN veneration of [Qch,men;' to exchange the 
accufl:oll1cd walks of plcafure for the HouJe of 
Mou,rnillg; to ·bedcw irs lac~d rccclfcs \v ith rcars 
of gratitude JO their memory; to Jh-ive, if poiIi-

bk, 
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blc, to catch fome portion of their ethereal Spi
rit, as it mounts from lhis earthly fphere, into 
perfeCt union with congenial SpiritJ' above is a 
laudable cufiom, coeval with lociety, and lanCti
fied to us by tbe example of the wifefi nations. 

I T was the manner of the Egvptians, the fa
thers of arts and IcicDce, not only to celebrate 
the names, but to embalm the bodies, of the ir 
decea/cd heroes, that they might be longpreierv'd 
in public view, as examples of virtue; and 
although "cead, yet fpeaking." 

BUT this honour was not eafily to be obtain'd ; 
nor was jt bcltow'd inJilcriminately upon the 
Vu LGAR GREAT. It was decreed only by the 
public \'o;ce-a venerable alfcmbly "of Judges, 
beforc \\' hom the bod v of [he deeeated was 
brought for trial, and.J folemnfy aC(luitted or 
(ondemned upon the evidellce of the people. 

EVEN Kings themfelves, howevff much fpa
red when alive, for tbe fake of public tran'1.uility, 
had nill this more than fiery Ordeal befDre their 
eyes; and, by the example ~f !omeof theirnum
ber, who had been rctu/c'd .fepu\rure m thofe ve-· 
ry tombs which their pride had pn~ ,~",'ed t"i t',eir 
own memory, were taught both to '\eocra((:' amd 
to dread a law, whlLl' extended its, punifhments 
beyond the ufual til'nC's of oblivion. . 

THE MORALofthisinfl:itution was trulyfub
limc-conHantly inculcating a motl: important 

ldfoll 
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ldfon-" That whatever diftinCtions our wants 
and vices may render necelfary, in rh;:. flort and 
imperfeCt period of our being, they arc all un
celled by the hand of Death; and, through the 
endJeji umried periods which rucreed, virtue and 
beneficence will make the true di!hnc1:ions, ard 
be the only foundations of happinc1s and re
nown! 

IF from the EG Y PT I A~S, we pars to the 
GREEKS, particularly the enlighten'd Athenians, 
we fhall find that they had an exprds law, ap
pointing Orarions and public Funerals, in Ilu ,or 
of thole who glorioufly facrificcd their lives to 
their coumry. And this folemn office was per
formed before the great alfemblics of th~ people; 
fometimcs for one, and fometimes for bands of 
heroes together. 

THUCYDIDES has recorded a celebrated Ora
tion of this lal1: kind, delivered by Pericles. The 
iIlul1:rious fpeaker, after a mol1: :tnimating defcrip
tion of the Amor P atrite the love of our coun
try- which he exalts above all human virtues, 
turns to the deceafed-

H HAVI ~ G b jrowed .~ \~:, ~: ,'e::; to the public, 
H e\"ery GI.e of ~hfm, lays he, hatb received a 
" prajtl~ that \\ ill r..:"\"cr decay-a fcpulchre rhat 
H will 2_1 w ,P, s t)C, mol1: illufirioL1s-not that in 
" whici;hci!" :)ones lie moulJering. bllt that in 
., \1 b:rh their fame :s pn::lerycd. This whole 
H earth is the fepu1chre of illuHri<?lls ciciZ:el).s"-

and 
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and their infcription is written upon the hearts 
of all good men. 

U As for you the furvivors-from this very 
" moment, emulating their virtues, place your 
" iole happinds in libercy-and be prepared co 
" follow its call through every danger. '.' Then, 
addrciling himJelf with exquiGce cendernefs, to 

the reliEts and children of the deceaied, he fug
gelts to chern that che common-wealth was their 
husband. cheir father and brother-

" FROM this day forward to the age of maru
" riry, ihall the orphans be educared ar the public 
" ex pence of the Hare . For this benevolen r meed 
" have the laws appointed to all future reliCts of 
" thole \vho may fall in the public contefls.-" 

NOR were the ROMANS Iefs careful in this 
matter. ConGdering men in general as brave, 
more by art than nature; and that honor is a 
more powerful incentive than fear; they made 
frugality, temperance. patience of labor, manly 
exercik, and love of their cuunrry, the main prin
ciples of eJL1cation. Cowardice and negleCt of 
dury in the field, were feldom punilhed with 
death or corporal inflictions; but by what was 
~ccounted wode, a life decreed to ignominious 
cxpu]Gou and degradation from Romall privile
ges. 

ON the cOI~tral'y, deeds of public virtue were 
re warwt l', ~l(\.or,ling to their magnitude, wtth 

natues, 
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fiatues, triumphs of various kinds. pccu1iar badg
es of drefs at ::ublic iolemniries, and'll< longs of 
praire to the I;,,' ;'i, .lS Neil as rhe dead. 

N EXT to the hymns com pored in hOll01" of the 
Gods, Poetry derived its ori0"in fro;11 the longs of 
triu:llph to 1-7cn-,es. "; "Iho t;med the rude man
ners of mankind, t founded c;~ips, repelled the 
incurfions of enemie~, and "; g'C peace to their 
country_ And this Cll/tO;}1 began when Rome 
contained only a few fhcpherds ~:>lthcring ftrength 
by an alluvies of the ourcall:s of neighbouring 
nations. 

THOSE firll: c!fotts of poetic eulogy, whether in 
praCe or ver[e (like tbole of a fimilar origin, w bich 
Nature, always the lame, teacbes our lavage 
neighbours) although often fitblime in luhO:ance, 
were yet 10 rude in O:ruCture, that, Livy forbears 
quoting them, as having become int01crl:)le to 

the more refined taO:e of his age; howev("r 
fuitable tbey might havc been to tbe ;;era of 
their production. 

\VHAT a multitude of compofitions of this 
kind muO: haveexil1ed between the barbarolls 

B ~n~ 

". They are called" Carmina," as wrought up in the hi;;:] pJ,>lic 
fiyle; but were not, therefore, always in ver[" cr m~arure. 

t S. lid 1"',1 in epulis, canere convivas ad tibicincl1l, de cbro-
rum ho, <lnUlII virtute. Cic. 

! ~.~lJ; terras hom,"ull'f~CC colunt genus, afpera bella 
CC'1l pu')unt, a:,ros .,,,Iigna'lt, oppida condunt, Hor, 

"'; ,'clrnl1:n ca:'eClt.'s ib:lnt, ilLl tcmpd',8.te forlitas laudabile rudi
bus l".:,l'llii" at!"C ::Lh;rrc:Il' [,; inconditum Ii rdera'lIT. 
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longs of the miiitary upon the triumph of * Cof
fius, and the celebrated pane<:(yric of Pliny upon 
Trajan [ They are [aid to have been Cwelled into 
nvo tboufand volu mes, even in the. time of Au
gufl:us. In !hort, the praiie of public virtue was 
wrought into the w hole texture of Roman polity; 
and Virgil, calling Religion to his aid, gave it the 
highefl: finiih. 

HE divides his Hades, or place of GHOSTS, into 
different regions; and to the gulph of deepefl: per
dition t, configns tbole monfl:ers of iniquity who 
de;jghted in the defl:ruc1:ion of mankind, betrayed 
t their country, or violated irs religion and laws. 
There he excruciates them, in company with 
" ~ Gorgons an-l Hydras and Chimeras dire-" 
Vultures prey upon their vitals, or they arc whirl
ed eternally round with Ixioll upon his wheel, or 
bound down with Tantalus +, whore burning lip 

hangs 

" Longe maximum triumphi f}'ectaculum fuit Coflius--in"eulll 
mililes carmina inccndita, :equantes eum Romulo, canerc. . 

t " Full twice as deep the dungeon of the Fiends, 
" The huge Tartarean gloomy gulph defcends 
" Below thde regions, as thefe regions lie 
.. From the bright realms of ),on :ethereallky." 

! " This ,,'retch his CI>lIntrv to a tyrant fold, 
" ,\ no barter'll rh"io~s 1,1.,'1/1 Lr 0;" 1<1 : 
H 1 ;1\\':'; for a hrihe he r:d-..,\I_lllJt p.=tlS'J in rain; 
" For ti ell' Cl!ie laws a bribe rq),·,,;·d """in." 

<:' Milton here borrows his lllonner, If''lll \'1r'it 
___ '. jl'!'Jl,'lliJ~jlle izn;:{/:tl Cbim.:era;o 
., C"J1pnl/C.I, liarpitEq:ic' "--~c. 

Li,.:. 

See Yjr;:,il, B. Y 1, fr .. :)lll line =.88, to Lnc 627 ; or P;U's Lxcdkn~ 
'i raT'nallOn. 

~. Tantalus a l~lJ.;\ fiticns, fugientia caNal 
F:lil:,I;:".__ ... II~r 
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hangs quivering over the elufive waters it cannot 
touch; or the fury Tij)pho1Je, her half emwin'd 
with ferpents., her garments red with human 
gore, urges on their tortures with unrelenting 
hand! 

TH E Poet having thus exhaufl-ed imagination 
as well as mythology, in the defcription ofpuniih~ 
ments for the difl-urbers of mankind and foes to 
their country, raites his conclufiol1 to a height of 
horror beyond the reach of expreilion-

" Had I a hundred mouths, a hundred tongues, 
" A voice of brats. and adamantine lun~s; 
" Not half the mighty feene could I difclofe; 
" Repeat theirerimes orcount their dreadful woes. 'i(; 

Nor has Virgil fl-rayed any [lrther through the 
fields of fancy or fable in this place, than to bor
row fhength of colouring for the garb of truth; 
and, I lulpect, that he drank from a purer foun
tain than that of HE L J CON, w hen he peopled 
his Tartal'uJ' with the ancient feourges of the hu
man race. An authority facred among chriftians 
has indeed given us a mofi awful confirmation of 
his doctrine. 

A PROPHET and POET indeed, whofe infpira
tion was truly from Heaven, the incomparably 

B 2 fublimc 

.. Milton hath taken the fame method of railing his defcription, 
by leaving fomething to ve conceived beyond th~ power of words 
to exprels-

.. A b011linabl~, unutterable, and worfe 
" Tban fables ,'et h:1\'C l~I~'l'd, or ft:ar ("nceil \\."-
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[uhl;mc ISA I AH, foretelling the hlll of Babylon, 
h ~.\ ":)f. of tritnllph, wherein he exults over its 
h.' 1_:, illy r:vlonarch in Itrains of wonderful irony 
an,) i-' f ,I) ~ch. He reprobates him as a deftroyer 
OfmJll:illLi; \\':.0 h;-(j "made the world a wi/
demeL." He reprdenrs the whole earth ss de
livered {'01 a curic hv his fall! The trees of the 
fordi: "'joicl.:, b:_C;ll)/C· he is laid low! The very 
grave f( tu ,cs a cO\'ering [0 his execrable code! 
he is cO;di~n'd [0 the depths of mitery; while 
the infanal manfions themfelves are moved at his 
approach, and the ghof1s of departed tyrants rife 
IIp, in horrid array and mockery of triumph, to 
bid him welcome to his final abode! 

TH E aftonifhing grandeur and fpirit of this 
paffage, aId indeed of the whole Ode, arc unri
valled by any *' Poet of Greek or Roman name. 

"How hath the oppre{[or ceafed! The Lord 
" h.iCl1 broken the Haif of the wicked! He that 
" fmote the people in wrath -that ruled the na
ft tions in anger-is perlccuted and none hinder
" eth! the whole earth is at reft-they break 
" forth into finging ; yea the Fir-tl.:ees rejoice at 
,< thee, and the Cedars of Lebanon, faying, fince 
" thou art laid down, no feller is come up 
" againft us. 

HELL 

., A 1c~us himfelf (faith Biihop Newton) fa highly renowned for 
his hatred of t; fa'ill Y. and whole odes are alike animatec! by tho;: 
fpirit of Liberty anci Poetry, has nothing t!lat can be compared 
with the Prophet In tIm place. 
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" HE L L from bencath is moved for thee, to 
" meet thee at thy coming. It f1:irreth up the 
" dead for thee- even the chiefs of the nations! 
" They fay unto thee, art thou alia become 
" weak as we? Thy porr,p is brought down to 
" the grave- How art thou fallen, 0 Lucifer, 
" that didtt weaken the nations? All kings, 
" [meaning juf1: and merciful kings] even all 
" of them lie in glory, everyone in his own 
" houCe (or fcpu!chre); but thou art call: out of 
" thy grave like an abominable branch" &c. 41: 

BUT although the reward of heroes, in the 
chriflian's heaven, be our proper theme 011 this 
10\eml1 day; yet the pailing view which we 
have takcn of the perdition decreed to the trai. 
tors of their country, in thc poet's hell, con
firmed aHa by the voice of kripture, is not fo
reign to our main purpo/e. 

I KNOW your boroms glow with /0 f1:rong an 
averfiol1 to all the foes of liberty in this life, 
that you will rurdy avoid every thought and 
aa-ion, which might doom you to their com-

pany 

The excellent Prelate above quoted, hath a further remark 
on this pafTage, which it would oe uppardonable to omit . 

.. \~. hat a pleafurc mull: it afford all reaJers of an exalted 
" tafte and generous fentiments, all true lovers of liberty, to hear 
" the prophets thus exulting over tyrants and cpprellors? The 
" fcriplurcs, altho' often pLrverted to the purpoks of tyranpv. 
" are yet in their own nature, calculateJ to p;Jlllcte r',t lIy,1 
" and religious liberties of mankind. True [elL),,;], v;rtue and 
" libtrty, are more i,,;iil;~tely connetteJ than wen C",,,,,,;;);;;;: 

" confiJ~r." 
" Ifaiah xiv. 
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pany in the life to come; and therefore, bidding 
adieu - and may it be an eternal adieu-to thofe 
dreary regions and their miierable inhabitants, 
let us now exalt our joyous view to thofe cele
nial manGons, where the benefaCtors of man
kind reap immortal triumphs! 

" Lo! the bleft train ad vance along the meads, 
" And fnowy wreaths adorn their gloriou> heads
" Patriots who perilh'd for their country's right, 
" Or nobly triumph'd in the fielci of light-
.. Vi orthies, who life by ufeful arts refin'd, } 
" With thofe who leave a deathle[, name behind, 
" Friends of the world, and patrons of mankind, 
" Some on the verdant plains are ftretch'd along, 
" Sweet to the ear, their tuneful Pa:ans rung-

BUT here, ye Pagan poets, and thou prince 
of their quire, we leave you far behind; for your 
{ublimet1: flights are now infinitely !hort of the 
theme! Your gloomy Theology gave yon to
lerable aid in forming a hell, but the utmoll: 
efforts of natural genius could not make a 
heaven worthy of a rational and immortal ioul! 
The glory of giving [orne animating defcripti
on of that blifs H which eye h,1£h not icen, nor 
" ear before heard, nor could the unenlight
" ened heart of mall otherw ile conceive," was 
left for a more divine teacher. From HDl 

we learn, that a heart pme and derached from 
fordid pleaCures, a lou1 panting after perfeCti
on, Ihiving to imitate the goodnefs of heaven, 
anticipating its approving kntence. and de
voted. to the [crvice of mankind, !hall at lall: 

rile 
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rife and mix in eternal fellowfhip with the 
beatified Family of t God! 

HAVING now, my refpeCl:ed countrymen-
and I hope I do nO( weary you-laid a wide 
foundation upon the praCl:ice of the wifell: na
tions· in fupport of rhe prefenr folemniry; I 
{hall add but little. more conce:-ning the public 
utility of the thing itfelf. 

CIRCUMSTA~CED as we now are, and per
haps fhall long be, in building up a fabric for 
future ages, it would be a wife inll:itution, if 
in imitation of the Genoefe feafl of union, we 
ihould make at lean an annual pau{e, for :l 

review of paft incidents, and of the charaCters 
of rhofe who have borne an ilJufhious {hJre 
in them; thereby ·animaring our virtue, and 

unlung 

! A poet now, as may appear from the following lines of 
<Jhom(on, can give us deicriptions of elyfian hlils, far fuperior tf) 

thofe of Virgil; " who!;" ideas Oll this fubjeCt (as Mr. Sp ENe E 

.. obferves) altho' preferable to thofe of Homer and all the other 
ancient poets, are frill fo very low, that they feem little more 

" than borrowed from holiday-fpons on the banks of Tiber"-

" In thofe bright regions of celef1:ial day, 
U Far other ieenes, far other pleafures reign
.. All beauty here bdow, to them cOlllpar'd, 
.. VI culd like a rofe before the mid-day fun, 
.. Shrink up its b,offol1l-like a bubble, break 
" The pailing poor magnil1cence of kings-
.. For there the KIN G 0 F NAT U R E, i fl full blaze 
" Calls every fplendor forth; and there his court, 
" Amid <l!thereal powers and virtues, holds-
" An~ds, archangels, tutelary gods, 
" Of cities, nations, empires, and of worlds~ 
" But facred be the veil that kindlv clouds 
.. JI. light too keen for mortals--'-
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uniting ourfelves more clorely lIT the bonds of 
mutual friendfhip. 

TH E world, in general, is more willing to 
imitate, than to be taught; and examples of 
eminent charaCters have a H:rongcr influence 
than written precepts. 1\'1en's artions are a 
more faithful mirror of their lives than their 
words. The former feldom deceive; but the 
latter often. The dccds of old contract a venera
ble authority over us, when ian.5lified bv the 
voice of applauding ages; and, even in ou; own 
day, our hearts take an immediate part with 
thole who have nobly triumphed, or greatly 
fuffered in our behalf. 

BUT the more urdu] the difplay of fuch 
characters may be to the world, the more dif
ficult is the work. And I am not to learn, that 
of all kinds of writing, panegyric requires the 
mofl: delicate hand. Men kldom endure the 
praire of any aCtions, but thole which their 1elf
love repre!cnts as pollible to themiClves. What
ever is held up as an exaulple, if placed" beyond 
the reach of humanity duly exalted by public 
fpirir, will excite no emulation; and whatever 
is placed within the vulgar walks of life, will 
attract no attcntion. 

TIl F R E is a fmther difficulty, pecu lilr to 

certain times; particularly thole of ci\'il dil:' 
fenuoll, when the tempers of men are \\ o:'kcd 
into ilrmCm. Whence it happens, that they 

v, bo 
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who have 'been the fubjetls of obloquy in one 
age, have b€come the tbeme of prai[e in an
other. Such was Hampden::-in the days of 
palIive obedience, branded as a feditious di[
turber of his country's peace; and, at the 
bldfcd ;;era of the revolmion, exalted into the 
firil: rank of patriot!. Such was Sidney-con
demned to a fcaffi)!d in the former period; and, 
in the latter, immortalized by the delegated 
voice of the nation! 

WHAT judgment pofierity will form of the 
prdent mighty comell, in which there United 
Colonies are engaged, I am at no lo[s to de
termine in my own heart. But, while the 
[arne aCtions are, by one part of a great empire, 
pronounced the moil: criminal refillance, and 
by another, the moll laudable efforts of [elf
prelervation; no public charaCter can be drawn 
alike acceptable to all. N everthe)e[s, as the 
faithful hiflorian is the bell panegyriil: of true 
merit, he w ill not fafhion him[elf to times :lnd 
feafons, bur exalt himfelf above them; and, 
confcious of his dignity, as refponfible to fuc
ceeding ages, will take eternal truth as his 
fupport, which can alone bear the jmpartial 
teil: of future examination. He knows that th~ 
divine colors of virtue, altho' they may give a 
temporary glare, will not blend or mellow into 
a ground-work of vice. 

WHATEVER events, difallrous or happy, 
may Fe bdo;-c us; yet fome degree of :1pplau!~ 

C eYe':l 
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even fi'om an enemy, is certainly due to thore 
illufhious men, who, led by eonfcience and a 
clear periuafion of duty, iacrifice their eafe, 
their lives and fortunes to the public; and 
from their friends and country they are entitled 
to a deathlcfs renown. 

PERISH that narrow pride, which will fufl'er 
mCll to acknowle-ige 110 virtue, but among 
their own party. In this direful conteft, the 
chief concern of a liberal mind, will be, that 
fa much perfonal virtue as may be [;)ulld on 
both fides, inflead of being united in fome 
great national ,"'oint for the common good, 
ibould be dreadfully em ployed to the purpofe 
of mutual defrrui1ion. And a man can as Joon 
diveft himfelf of his humanity. as refule the 
trib~tc of veneration due to aaioos truly mag
nal1lmous. 

\VH EN once it becomes criminal to plead 
the caule of a {uffering people; when their 
virtues can no longer be rafely recorded - then 
tyranny has put the Iaft hand to her barbarous 
work. All the valuable purpoles of lociety are 
fruflr~lte,J; and whatever other human fate re
mains ",'ill be w holly indifferent to the wife and 
good. 

TErRE 'arc alia lTI3ny whole minds are fa 

rtt!, .. that they can conceive nothll1g great" 
which does not court the eye in all the trap
pings of dreIS, titks, alld external fplendor. 

An 
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An American-Patriot! a Blanket-Hero! a Ge
tleral from the plough! all there arc terms of ri
dicule and replOach among many. Yet fuch 
was CINCINNATUS, in the beft days of Roman 
virtue; and a Bri[ifh poet, already quoted, 
bath boldly taught his countrymen this noble 
lelfon-

" Some, with wboo) compar'd, yom in[~a-tribes 
" Are but the beings of a fumrner's day, 
" Have held t'lC kale of empire, rurd the ftonn 
.. Of mighty war; then, with unweary'J hand, 
" Difdaining little delicacies, feiz'd . 
" Tht: P LOU G H, aEl', gn:atly independent liv'd. THO M so!' 

TH E fame noble !elfon is al[o taught, by the 
welt known nory of the two Spaniili grandees, 
who were [ent ambalfa.jors to the Hague. 
NotwithftanLiing all the pride of their nation, 
they did not dcfpiie the Durch deputies when 
they met them in a plain habit, and raw them 
on a journey fit down upon the grOll's, to a frugal 
repafi of bread and cheere, 0\1t of their lmap
facks. On the contrary, they cried Ollt, " 'lJlle 
" {ball never be able to conquer there people; 
" we muft even make peace with'them." 

SHOU LD ambalfadors honor us with a vifit, 
upon a like occafion; let us be prepared to 
meet them in the fame majef1ic fimplicity of 
drefs and manners. Let us convince them that 
public virtue is confined to no daIs of men; 
and that altho' it [ometimes basks in the [un
ihine of courtS, it frequently lies hid in the 
f11ades of obfcuritv, like the Lltt:or fire in flint, 

,/ C:z t',n 
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till called forth by the coIliGve hand of oppref
fion. 

ADVERSI TY is [he [eafon which /hews tbe 
fri'it of a man in its fill vigor; and times of 
ciyil calamity never fail to {hike forth lights, 
fOInctimes Gngle, "nd iometimes whole conftell
atiofJ.s mingIir.g their kindred rays t,) warm and 
to lllu minatt' the genius of their country. 

TH E [aerell flame thus enkindled, is not fed 
by ["1e fu~, ot f, ,ion or pany ; but by pure 
[,,' voicnce '111·.i iu\'( of the public. It therefore, 
1001. rilES above the leJfifh principles, refines 
and h:', ,tL'~ '11' it rires, and expands it!elf 
intr) heavu.l), c1.w1 ('nfions. Being inexting~iih
a'1lc in as own nature, the blood of thoujands 
01 the [caifaid or in the field, i~ but as oil 
poured into a cOllflagration. encreafing its ve
hemence, till it eonlumes all befort' it; burn
ing fl-j]1 ckdi'er and fl-ronger, unto tbe jull day 
of peace llMi Cl"Vi/ htippmt'fs. 

TH OSE who enjoy a true portion of this di
vine flame, duly called forth into excrcife, 
fiand ill !1O need of further titles or diflinctio ns, 
either by birth or grant. For what can the 
world prclcnt greater to the fight of mortals, 
or C\'CIl immortals, than a man who klJOWS 

and courts tbe blcffings 0" peace, who wiihes 
[0 breathe Out his laft in its arms; and 
keepillg it !till as his objeCt, is nevcrthele[s 
rouJed by tbe fir!t pang of his fuffering coun-

try; 
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try; gives his whole ilIuflrious fpirit to her 
relief; riles above all human allurements; 
never remits his zeal; fears nothing; 'JI: re
gards nothing-but the fentiments which virtue 
and magnanimity inlpire? What higher quali
ties can be required to ~ntitle a man to the ve
neration and eulogies of his country? And thele 
too will be his molt durable monument. 

TH E magnificen.t firuClllrrs railed by the grati
tude of mankind to their benefactors of old, had 

. but a local and temporary ufe. They were be
held only by one prople, and for a few ages-

H The Heav'n afpiring pyramid, the proud 
H Triumphal arch, and all that e'er upheld 
" The wodhipp'd name of hoar antiquity 
" Are mouldering into dufl:-

IN vain does the way-faring man invefligate the 
tottering ruins for the divinity once en!hrined 
there! A [canty receptacle, about fix feet in 
length and half the breadth, informs him that it 
once contained fome human dufl, long fince 
mingled with the common mal's. In vain does 
the prying antiquary dwell upon the fcuJpture, or 
ftrive to colleCt and fpell the fcauered fragments 
of letters. The infcription is gone long fince 
gone, effaced, obliterated! And fruitlefs were 

the 

.. Nihil extimefcere; omnia humana derpiccre; nihil quod 
homini act;:idcre polJil illtoleranJulll pUlan:. Ci •. 
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the fearch, through the whole world, for the 
Hero's name, if it were not recorded in the Ora
t()r's page, and proclaimed by the faithful voice 
of hiJlory. 

TH ERE it £hall live, while the finallefl: vefl:iges 
of literature remain upon earth -yea, tiII the final 
difTolution of things human; nor £hall it perifu 
then; but, being the immediate care of Heaven, 
the great Archangel, when he f weeps funs and 1y
fl:ems from their place, and kindles up their lafl: 
fires, fl:rctching forth his mighty arm, £hall 
pluck the deatblcfs {croll from the devouring 
conflagration and give it a place among the ar
chieves of eternity! 

BUT whither am I borne? to what heights 
have I afcended ? I look down wirh afl:oni£hment 
and tremble at my fituation! Oh! Let your 
friendly arms be extended to fave me as I fall. 
For in" the idea I have of my fubjeet, I have un
dertaken to guide the chariot of the [un; and 
how ihallltleer through the exalted traCt that lies 
before me? Confidering myfelf as honored with 
this day's office by the delegated voice 01 rome 
millions of people through a vafl: continent, up
on an occaGon, wherein their gratitude, their 
dignity, their love of liberty, nay even their re
putation in literature-are all in fome degree con
cerned; what language ihalll ufc, or how ihall [ 
accomoJate mylclf to every circ'-1mfbnce, in 
the arduous work? 

TRUTH 
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TRUTH alone mufl:guide the hand that deli
neates a charaeter. Should I affcEt to to:u aloft 
and dip my pencil in the colours of the /ky. I 
lbould but endanger myown wings, melt their 
wax, and be precipitated headlong. Nor is the 
danger lees in the other extreme. 

OH! then, for rome better Phrebus, rome pre
fiding Genius, to '~uide me through my remaining 
way; to point .Iut the middle ptlth, and teach me 
to unite dignity with eafe, fhength wirh perfpe
cuiry; and truth with the unatfeded graceii of 
elocution. Or rather, you lball be my Ph!l:buf, 
my inlpiring as well as p~'efiding Genills, ye de
legated fathers of your country! So far will I 
firive to imitate'll: him, who always animated 
himfelf with his [ubjeCt, by thus accofiing him
felf before he went forch to [peak-

" REMEMBER, thou art this day going to ad. 
drefs men born in the arms of liberty, GRECI
ANS, ATHENIANS !-Let no thought enter 
thy heart -let no word. fall from thy tongue 
unworthy of fuch an audIence! 

As to that hero, whore men:ory YOll celebrate 
as a Proto-M{/r~yrtto your rights-fer thrvugll 
whatever fields I have firayed, he has never efca
ped my vicw---as to him I ray, if any thing hu-

man 

• Pericles. 
t The autllOr did not intend t'J appropriate this t~r,r, fo as to de .. ' 

tract h',)!l! tile: merit of Dr. \ 'f ccn ·.n, and other bra v~' men, ';>':;0 
fe!l b'cLl 'C in the lame cau!i:. 
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man could now reach his ear, nothing but the 
areat concerns of virtue, liberty 1 truth and j ufl:ice 
~ould be rokrable to him j for to there was his 
life devoted from his early years. 

HE had received a liberal education in Ireland 
his native country, before he went into the ar
my; and was indeed endued with talents which 
would have led him to eminence in any profeiIion. 
His own he fludied with a felicity which [oon 
diflinguifhed his military abilities; but war and 
congllefl having no other charms to him than as 
the Ileceffilry means of peace and happinefs to 
mankind j he fliH found leifure, in the midfi of 
camps .. to cultivate an excellent tafie for philofo
phy and polite literature. To thefe h€ added a 
careful fludy of the arrs of government, and the 
rights of mankind; looking forward to that time, 
when be might ddcend into theJli// jcene.r of pri
vate life; and give a full flow to tbe native and 
acquired virtues of a heart rich in moral excel
lence. 

ABOV E eighteen years ago he Iud attained the 
rank of Captain in the I7th regiment, under Ge
neral Monkton, and flood full in the way of 
-higher prcfcnnent; having borne a 1hare in all 
the lahors of our American wars, and tbe reduc
tion of C1l1:lda. Ill-bted region! iliort-lighted 
mortals! Li,,!c did he [ordee the lCencs which 
that land b :,1 fl.ill in rc!crve for him! Little did 
thoiG gcr:C"OUS A;nl~r;cwsJ \v ho then fiood by 

his 
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his fide, think that they were ailiHing to fubdue 
a country, which would Olle day be held up over 
us, as a greater fcourge in the hands of friends, 
than ever it was in the hands of enemies! 

HAD fuch a thought then entered our hearts, 
we fhould have fiarted with indignation from [he 
deed of horror. Our heroiim w"uld have ap
peared madnefs and parricide! The lifted fiee! 
would have dropped from the warrior's arm! 
The axe and the hoe from the laborer's grafp! 
America would have weered through all her fo
rens; and her well-cultivated fields refufed 
to yield farther iuftenance to her infatuated 
fons! 

BUT far different were our thoughts at that 
time. We confidered ourfelves as co-operating 
with our brethren for the glory of the empire; to 
enable them to {ecure our common peace 
and liberty; to humanize, adorn, and. dig
nify, with Britifh privileges, a vafi Continent; 
to become (hong in our firength, happy in our 
happineis; and to derive thilt fmm our affe<:':1ion, 
which no force can exto:t f-or:1 a free people. 
and which the miftra/;/e and upprelfed cannot 
give! 

AND there, too, were the fenriments of our la
mellted Hero; for he had r~ll'med an early attach
ILent, amoulliiJlg (yen to an enthufiaftic Jove, for 
this country! The woodland and the plain; the 

1) face 
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face ofNarure, grand, venerable, and yet rejoicing 
in her prime; our mighty rivers, defcending in vafl: 
cataracts thro' wild and fhaggy mounrains,orgliding 
in {i!cnt majefiy thro' fertile vales; their numerous 
branches alld trihutar:, i'prings; our romantic fcenes 
of rural quiet; our {implicit}' of manners, yet un
currupted by luxury or fiagratJt vice; our love of 
knowlcge and ardor for liberty-all thefe ferv'd 
(0 collvey the idea of primreval felicity to a heart 
which he had taught to beat tmifim with the har
mony of Heaven! 

HE therefore chofe America, as the field of his 
futnre ulefulnels; and as loon as the bleffings of 
peace were rellored to his couotry, and dmy to 
his Sovereign would permit, he took his leave of 
the army, and having loon connected himfelf, by 
marriage, with an ancient and honorable family, 
in the province of New-York, he chole a delight
ful retirement upon the banks of Hudlon's river, 
at a diflance from the noile of the bu(y world! 
Having a heart dillended with benevolence, and 
panting to do good, he loon acquired, without 
cou.rting it f~"o.m bis neigh.bours, tbat au~hority, 
\V hlch an 0p11110n of fupenor talents and lllfiexi
ble integriry, never fail to create. 

In this mofl clcgible of all fituttions, the life of 
a C?Ulltry gcnticm.<1n, deriving its molt exgui{itc 
:"cllfh from rdk flan upon pall: dangers and pail: 
(cr\"j.;c~, he gave fllll JCapc to his Philolophic 
(j-i:"ir, ;:md tdlc for rural ckgancc~ Self-Cuisficd 

and 
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and raifed above vulgar ambition, he devoted his 
time to {weer domeftic intereourle with the ami
able partner of his heart, friendly converfe with 
men of worth, the ftudy of uttfLlI books, and 
the improvement of his favou,-'d villa. Nm 
from· tbat happy fpot did be wifh to {t,ay, un
til he ihould receive his laft iuml110ns to Inppi
nels more than terrdhial. 

BUT when the hand of power was ftrcteh'd 
forth againl!: the land of his reu,knee, he had a 
heart too noble not to Iympathize in its diftrefs. 
From that fatal dav---and Oh! tbat it had never 
found a place in 'the Volumes of Time from 
that fatal day, in which the firlt ,\ merican blood 
was fpilt by the hoftile hands of Britiih brethren, 
and the better Genius of the empire, veiling her 
face inanguiih, tllrn'd abhorrenrfi"om the ~TR I FE 

OF DEATH AYONG HER CHILDREN--I [av, 
from that fatal day, he chafe his part. . 

A L THOU G H his liberal [pirit pbced him above 
local prejudices, and he confidered himiclf as a 
member of the empire at large; yet America. 
firuggling in the caule of Liberty , henceforth be
came his peculiar cOllntr.v ;--- and that country 
took full poffeffion of his fOll!; lifting him above 
tllis earthly droiS, and every private affccrion! 
Worth like his could be no longer hid in the 
!hades of obfcurity; nor permit him to be placed 
in that inferior ftation with which a minj, great 
in humilitv and (eIf-dcl1i~ll, would hwe becn con
tented. I~ was will>ly confidcrcd that he who hd. 

D 2 I~ 
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fo well learned t,o obey, W,lS fittefl: to command; 
and therefore, being well alfured of his own heart. 
he refigncd himfclf to the public voice, nor heft
tated a moment longer to accept the important 
commiilion freely offered to him, and, with the 
firmncfs of another Regulus, to bid farewell to his 
peacd ul rctircll1cnr, and domcftic endearments. 

HERE followed a (cene of uildi/Tembled ten
derne[s and diftre[s, which all who hear me may, 
in fome degree conceive; but all cannot truly 
feel. You only who arc husbands-~~w hole hearts 
have been intimately blended with the partners 
of your bErs, and have known the pangs of re
paration, when launching into dangers, uncertain 
of your fate---You only would I now more di
rectly addrcfs. G~ve a moment's paure for re
flection! Recall your own former feelings, your 
inward Hrugglcs t your virtuous tears! Here bid 
them again freely flow, while you Jilten to our 
hero's parting words.-

Ye [cenes where home-felt pleafures dwell, 
And thou my dearer [elf, farewell! 
" Perhaps the Cypreis, only tree 
" Ot all thelc groves, !hall follow me - ~ 
But Hill to Triumph or a Tomb, 
Where Virtue calls, I come, I come! 

" I COME, 

[Tbe foregoing lines 'were fet and performed to 
tJZufic, 7uhich gave 1171 opportunity of a pauje, in 
de1ivcril,g tile Oratio1l. ] 

'If HOL B. 2. Oue '4. L 22-2+ 
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1 COME, I COME! Nor were there the 
words of diiappointed nmbition; 110r diCtated 

by any {udden fiart of party zeal. He had weigh
ed the contefi well, ,'vas intimately acquaint
ed with the unalienable rights of freemen, 
and ready to rupport them at every peril! He 
had long fore!ecn and lamented the fatal i/TLlc 
to which things were hatlening. He knew 
that the {word of civil detlruetion, once drawn, 
is not eafily fheathed; that mcn having their 
minds inflamed and the weapons of defence in 
their hands, reldom know the jufi point where 
to fiop, even when they have it in their power; 
and often proceed to actions, the bare contem
plation of which would at firO: have atlonifued 
them. 

I T was therefore his defire rather to foften than 
enflame violent llumo;s, wifhing that Anierica, 
in all her aEtions, might /land jutlified in the fight 
of God and the World. He fordaw the hor
rid train of evils which would be let 100re by 
the firokc which fhould {e\'er the ancient bond 
of union between Great-Britain and us. It 
was therefore his wifh that fuch " fhoke ihoulJ 
never proceed firO: from the hand of America. 
Nor did it (0 proceed. 

TH E refifiance made at LEXINGTO~ ,vas not 
the traiterous a·~l of men conlpiring acainfi the 
. 0 

lupreme powers; nor direC1ed by the counds of 
any pubiic body in Amc!'!c:1; but rotC immc,ii
atcly out of the cafc, and was dietatcJ by Jeff-pre· 

j erv~lt ion, 
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JCrvation, the firfr great law of Nature as well as 
Society. If there was any premeditated fcheme 
here, it was premeditated by thole who created 
the dreadful necdIity, either of r~(tflance or ruiJz. 
FOi'could it be expected that any people, pollet:. 
fing the leafr remains of virtue and liberty, would 
tamely fubmit to defrrnction and ravage---to be 
difarmed as Haves; frripped of their property and 
left a naked prey even to the iniults of iurround
ing favages? 

\V AS this an experiment worthy of Great- Bri
tain? Where was the wlfdom of her CQunie!lors? 
Had their jufrice, their moderation quite forfaken 
them? Could they pollibly expeCt obedience in 
fuch a cafe as this? Would they themtelves, in a 
fimilar cafe, even under a com petent legiflative au
thority, fubmit to laws which would deHroy the 
great end of all laws, Self-Prdervation? Human 
nature fays, No. The Genius of the Engliih 
confritUlion faYs, No. The nation it/elf hath 
heretofore faid', No; and a great oracle t of its 
la ws has given his lanCtion to the verdi<1-" In 
" cafes of national oppreffion, fays he, the nation 
" hath very juflifiably riien as one man, to vindi
" cate the original contraCt, fubfifring between 
" the King and people." And-" If the fove
ee reign power threaten defolation to a frate, 
" mankind will not be rearoned out of the feel
" ings of humanity, nor tacrifice liberty to a 
H fern pulous adherence to political maxims." 

IF 
t Blackfione 
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IF the cafe of America does not come within 
the above defcription, there [eems to he no equity 
left upon earth; and whatever is exaCted by force 
rnufl- be yielded through fear. But if jufl-ice be 
any thing more than a name, it is furcly a fo1e
cilm in politics to fay. that one part of a free 
country bas a right to command that which the 
other " cannot obey without being (lave.r. nor 
" rejifl without being rebels." Yet to fuch a 
fad dilemma does the parliamentary claim of a 
" right to bind us in all cales w hat/oever," reduce 
America; involving in it a total fur render of our 
liberties; luperfeding the ule of our own legiOa
tures; marking us with filch a badge of fervitude 
as no freemen can conlCnt to wear; and fubjeCt
ing us to burdens laid by thofe who arc not only 
unacquainted with our circumfl-ances, and bear no 
parrofthe weight, but eale themlClves in proporti
on as they load us. If this be la'IV, ifit be equiO·. 
it has noexampleamonganyo~her people. poffeffing 
the leafl- glimmerings of virtue or native freedom. 

BUT although this claim be fo repugnant to 
every idea of natural as well as legal jufl-ice, that 
the guilt of blood which it may occaGon can be 
chargeable only on thofe who attem pt to enforce it ; 
yet 1 am well affured that when compelled at lafl
by hard neceffity, eitherto avert the dagger pointed 
at our breafl- or couch to uncondirional fervitude, 
our hero's heart bled for the dreadful alternative. 

II [s principles of loyalty to his fovereign 
{whom he had long lervcd, and whole true glory 

conGas 



[ 3 2 ] 

confifis in healing thofe Itrcaming wounds) re
mained firm and unfhaken. Love to our bre
thren whom we mllit oppole; the interchange of 
good offices, which had fo intimately knit the 
bonds of friendfhip between them and llS; the 
memory of thofe better days in which we fought 
and triumphed together; the vafl: [1.bric of mu
tual happinefs railed by our union, and ready to 
be dilfolved by our di/fentions; the annihilation 
of thofe numerous plans of improvement in 
which we were engaged for the glory of the em
pire - all thcfe confiderations con{pired to render 
this contelt peculiarly abhorrent to him and every 
virtuous American, and could have been out
weighed by nothing earthly, but the unquench
able love of liberty, and that lacred duty which 
we owe to ourfclves and our polterity. 

HEN C E, as appears fi'om his papers, even in the 
full triumph of iuccefS, he moll: ardently joined 
his worthy friend t General Schu) ler in praying 
that " Heaven may fpeedily re-unite us in every 
"' bond of affeCtion and intercl1; and that the 
" Britiih empire may again become the envy anci 
" admiration of the univerfe, and flourifh" tilI 
the conlummation of earthly things. 

TH I s part of his charaCter, I dwell upon 
with particubr GltisfaCtion; and indeed had 
he nidcnced a c~ntrary fentiment, or gone 
forth in tbe rage or eOl:quefl inf1ead of the Ipirit 
of rcccl,eiklt ion; not all his' other virtues, nor 
yet the rc!ix.-t ',Ihich lowe to the appointmem 

wherewith 
t In his ktter wi" No .. 8th. 
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wherewith I am now honored, could have indue ... 
ed me to appear in this place, on this occaGon. 

GOD forbid that any of the profcffion to 
which I belong, fhould ever forget their peculi
ar charaCter, exercife a turbu~ent l~)irir, or 
prollitute their voice to enflame men's minds to 
the purpo(es of wild ambition, or mutual de
firuCtion. 1 am happy in knowing that no
thing of this kind is wiJ11ed from me j nay 
that the delegated voice of the continent, as 
well as of this particular province, fupports me 
jn praying for a reJloration " of the former 
" harmony between Great- Britain and there 
" Colonies upon [0 firm a bafts as to perpetu
" ate its bleffings, uninterrupted by any future 
H di{[enfions, to lucceeding generations in both 
" countries '*" 

E INDEED 
• The above paragraph having been either mifrepre(ented or 

mifunderftood by (orne, the author does not think himfelf at li
berty to make the leaf!: alteration in it, even if he judged any to 
be nece/fary. The quotation from the laft petition of CO~!ir€fs. 
as well as the reference made to the inftrutl:ions of our Affembly, 
both point to a paft period; and the author cannot be conG
dered, from thence, as taking upon him to make the leaf!: decla
rationconcernirrg the prefent f~ntiments of either of thefe bodies; 
nor is there a word which can preclude the taking into the terms 
of accommodation, fo far as may be thought reafonable, the redrei, 
"Of whatever grievances or loffes we may have fuftained, finee that 
period. Upon the whole, it is prefumed, that a lingle fentill1ent 
is not to be found in the Oration, which is not fully confonant to 
every declaration of Congrefs which has yet appeared. And to im
pute to them, or even fufpea, the leaft change of fentiment, be
fore they themfelves have declared it, would not only be indecent 
but very injurious to our eauCe. The author is alfo conlii1ent with 
himfelf, and if the fame dotl:rines which, he has been told, were well 
Jec~ived in his late publication,ihouJd now be difngreeableto a'lY ,the 
fault is not his. But he will give the re;c,:er no further trcubl~ on this 
tcpic, unlcfs h:s ~ wo d,-fu.c~ Ihou:d in future fencer :t necd['uy. 



[ 34 ] 

INDEED this matter rens in jajt hmzds, and 
is clear in itfelf. If rcclrds of grievances, e{: 

lcnti~1 liberty, and fccurity againl1: future op
pre ilion can be obtained, agreeable to our own 
defires; rhenneirher confiltency, dignity, or 
a regard to our illufirious Britifh Friends, who 
have defended our caute, pledged themfelves 
for our fiocerity. -und hope by our aid to reilore 
and perpetuate the glory of the whole empire, 
can fliffer us to hefitate. To fay, let them look 
to their own lafety, and we will look CO ours, 
would be unworthy of the liberal foul of any 
AmerlcaJ1, truly animated in our prefent caufe, 
and with the love of anivn[al liberty. 

BUT [uppali': thefe terms cannot be ob
tained; Why then, there will be no need of 
further arguments, much lefs of aggravations. 
Timid as my heart perbaps is, and ill-tuned 
as my car may be to the din of arms and the 
clangor of tbe trumpct; yet, in that cafe. 
iounds which are a thoufand times more harfh 
-" even the croaking of frogs in the unculti
vated fen," or the howling of wild beafl:s on 
tbe mountain top, where Liberty dwells, would 
be '" preferable to the nightingale's fong" in 
vales oj jlaver}, orthe melting notes of COREL'

L I in citie.; clanking their chains! 

IF this be a digreilion, pardon it as the laft, 
and due to my own principles and confiftency. 
1 now hailen to attend our hero through the rc
I1Dinder of his carcer-fhort indeed t bur croud-

ed 
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cd with fcenes of virtuous aCtivity, which would 
have dignified the longefi life. .I 

THE Canada ex pedition is one ofthofe mea[ures, 
which the enemies of American peace having firfi 
rendered neceffary, will now firive to mifconfirue 
into hoflilit) and ~ffe1Zce. But when authentic 
proofs were obtained that a people profeffing a re
ligion, and fubje{l:ed to laws, different flom ours, 
together with nu merous tribes of lavages were in
ftigated and ,preparing to deluge our frontiers in 
blood, let Go<i and the world judge whether it 
was an acto[ offence; or tather, whether ,it was 
not mercy to them, to oudelves, to the ,,,hole 
Britifh empire, to ufe the. 111cans in our power 
for frufirating the barbarous ancmpt. 

'iNDEED there was benc,volence in the whole 
plan of his expedition. It was to be execu'ed. 
not fo much by force as bv per[tta(iOlt; and appear
ing in the country w Jth f"nch a relj)C:rablc ftrength, 
as, might proted rhe inhabitants from the inllllrs 
and vengeance of thOle, who were {hiving to 
make them ,lift up their reluEbwt arm to the 
{hedding fraternal blood. It was further wifhed 
to kindle up the expiring lamp of liberty among 
them; to open their eyes to its divine effulgence j 

and enable them to raile their drooping head, 
and claim its bleffings as their own. 

T HIS was a work, in al~ its. parts, fu ited to the 
gcn:us of a MO~nGO.YIERY. He had a head and 

E 2 heart 



heart which equally pointed him out as a fir guide 
in fuch an undertaking. He underfiood and 
could well exphin the bleffings of a free govern
ment. Perfuafion dwelt upon his tongue. He 
had a foul, great, difinterefted, affec1ionare, de
lighting to alleviate diftrefs, and to diffufe happi
nels. He had an illduftry not to be wearied out j 
a vigilance not to be impofed upon; and a cou
rage, when necdfary, equal to hIs other abili
ties. 

BUT niH, with afew new-rai{edmen, of dif
ferent colonies, and perhaps different tempers; 
ill fupplied with arms and ammunition; worfe 
difciplincd; unaccuHomed to look cannon in tbe 
face; to make or to mount a breach-in luch 
circumJ1:ances, I ·fay, and in the iliort fpace of 
an autumnal and winter campaign, in rigorqus 
northern climes, to atchieve a work which 
coft G reat-Britain and the colonies the labor of 
fcyral campaigns, and what was a facrifice of 
int1llitely more value - the life of the immortal 
WOLF E-this (;ertainly required a degree of 
magnanimity beyond the ordinary reach, and 
the exertion of the highefi abilities of every 
kind. 

TH E command and conduct of an arriw 
were but imall parts of this undertaking. Th~ 
Indians were to be treated with, refl:rained and 
kept in temper. The Canadians were I kewile 
to be managed, proreded and filp;10rted: 
And even his own army in fome degree to be 

formed, 
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formed, difdplined, animated, accul10med to 
marches, incampments, dangers, fatigues and 
the frequent want of neceffaries. 

CAMPS, of all worldly (eenes, oftcn exhibit 
the greateO: piCtures of diftrds. The [ick and 
the woundcd-the dying and the dead-as well 
as the wants and fuffcrings of the living-all 
thefe call forth the moll: tender feelings, and 
require of a General that, to the courage of a 
[oldier, he {bould unite the utmoll: benevolence 
of a man! 

OUR Genenl polfdTed thelc united qualities 
in their highelt lultre; of which there are nu
merous teltimonics not only from his own ar
my, but from the prjfoners, Englifh as well as 
Canadians, now amongft us. 

W H E~ his men laboured under fatigue, 
wamed bread anJ other necelfaries, had 
their beds to make in {[lOW or deep moralfes, 
they were alhamed to complain, finding that 
he was willing to [hare in the execution of 
whatever he commanded. And the exam
pIe which he thus fet to others, did nJOre to in
Ipire patience, obedience, love of order and 
difcipline, than the moO: rigid exercife of pow
er could have done. The influence of tbis ex
ample was {lil! {honger, as it did not appear to 
be the effeci. of conltraint or political neeeffity; 
l?ut the amiable cxpreffion of a (ympathizing 
101ll; leading him to condcfccnd to ;t11 opaci-

ties; 



ties; exaCt in his OWll duries, and great even 
in common things. His 16l:ters, confidential 
as well as official, are a full pruof of this. 

" OVR incampment is (0 (wampy, I feel, fays 
U he, exceedingly for [he troops; and provifions 
" (0 fcarce, it will require not only dilpatch, 
" bur good fortune, to keep us from dithers
" Should things not go well, I tremble for thc 
" fare of rhe poor Canadians, who have ventu
" red 10 much. What !hall I do with them, 
" fhould I be obliged to evacuate this country? 
" I have alfured them that the United Colonies 
" will as Joon give up Malfachufetts to refcnt
" ment as them."-

Til ESE fcntiments were worthy of an heroic 
foul, and of the faith he had pledged to thOle 
reople. Nor is he leIs to be venerated for his 
render regard towards his own army-Inftead 
of making a merit of his difficulties (which 
were indeed more than ought to be memioned 
in this place) he ofren feeks to conceal them; 
alcribing any little EmIrs or tardinels, in his 

young troopf, to their waut of experience in form
ing; to their hard duty, the conHam lucceffion 
of bad weather and the like- ftill cllcouragIng 
them ro nobler efforts in future. And if any 
impatience of diJcipline appeared, he nobly 
attributes it to "that fpirit of freedom, w hidl 
c· men accufl:omed to think for themlelves, 
" will even bring into camps with them." 

HIS 
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HIS own fuperior .military knowledge he has 
been known to flGliifice to the general voice, 
rather than interrupt that union on which fuc
cds depended; and when a meafure was once 
refolvcd upon by the majority, however much 
contrary to his own advice and judgment, he 
magnanimoully ft,pported it with bis utmoft 
vigor; difdaining that work of low ambition, 
which will f!:rive to defeat in the execution what 
it could not direct in planning. 

HIS perfcverance and condua in gall1ing 
poffeffion of St. John's and Montreal, have al
ready been the theme of every rongue, and need 
not be mentioned in this pbce. His abilities 
in negociation; the precifion with which the 
various articles of treaties and capitulations are 
expreHed ; the generous applaufe he gives, not 
only to every worthy effort of his own Officers, 
but to the Commanding Officer and garrifoll 
of Sr, Johns; his noble declar<:ttion ro the in
habitants of Montreal, "that the Continental 
" Armies defpile every aCt of opprdlion and vi
" . olence, being come for the expreJs pttrpofe of 
" giving liberty and {ecurily" - all thefe I fay, 
did honor to himfelf, and to that delegated bo
dy, under w hofe authority he aCted. 

LEAVING him, therefore for a while-alas 
too {hort awhile -- to enjoy the noblef!: of all tri
umphs, the applaule of h:s country, and the 
conlcious tcf!:imony of his own heart, let us 
enquire after another band of brave and harJy 

men 



men, who are l1emming rapid rivers, afcend. 
ing pathlcfs mountains, traverfing unpeopld 
de1errs, and hafl:ening through decp mora{fes 
and gloomy woods to meet him in [cenes of an
other i{fue-

Deferts in vain 
Oppos'd their courfe, and deep rapacious floods, 
And mountains in whofe jaws deihuEtion grin'd. 
Hunger and toil--Arme;uan {nows and ll:ofms ! 
Greece in their view and glory yet untouch'd, 
They held their fearlefs way-Oh! ftrength of mind 
Almoft almighty in levere extremes! .. 

THIS praire was paid to TEN THOUSAND 

HEROES, fufl:aining every danger, in a retreat 
to thcir own country, and is certainly due, fo far 
as heroifm is concerned, to lefs than a tenth part 
of the number, marching through equal diffi.
c~lties againl1 the capital of a boJlile country. 

EVEN the march of HANNIB.U over the 
A.I ps, [0 much celebrated in h

O

ll1ory. (allowing 
for the difparity of numbers) has nothing in it 
of fuperior merit, to the march of AR NO L D ; 

and in many circuml1anccs there is a mol1 I1rik
ing fimiJirude. 

TH E former had to encounter the rapid 
Rhone; the latter, the more rapid Kennebeck, 
Ihro' an immenie length of coumry. The for
mer, \\' hen he came [0 quit the river, found 
his further pafTage barr'd by mountains, rear
ing their 1110wy crells to the sky, rllgged, wild. 

uncul-
Thomfono 
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uncultivated. This was alCo the cafe with the 
latter, whofe troops, carrying their bo,us and 
baggage, were obliged to crofs and recrofs the 
fame mountains fundry times. At the foot 
of the mountains, the former was deferted by 
three thoufqnd of his army, deiponding at 
the length of the way, and terrified at the hi .... 
deous view of thofe {bpendous heights, which 
they confidered as impaifable -In like circum ... 
Hances, abom a third part of the army of the 
latter, deferted £hall 1 fav, or ufe the more 
courteous language -" returned home.~" The 
march of the fonner was about twelve hun ... 
dred miles in five months. The Virginia and 
Pennfylvania rifle-companies, belonging to the 
latter, including their firfi march from their 
own habitations to Cambridge, and thence to 
Quebec, marched near the fame difiance ill 
about three months. 

F BESIDES 

'" When the Oration was delivered. the Authordid not know that 
an enquiry had been made into the reafons of the return of this party. 
and that the Commanding Officer has been acquitted. But as a 
very general cenfure had been paffed upon him through the Colo
nies. it was judged much more honorable for him to infeft an ac
count of his acquitment, than to fupprefs the paragraph-for all 
thefe tranfaClions will be fully fCTutinizeu by future hiftorians. 

I T was at the foot of the Pyrfnees that the 3000 deferted from 
Hannibal, and he freely di!il1ilTed 7000 more, whofe courage he 
perceived was not equal to the undertaking. Indeed Livy tells 
us that the fight of the Alps, " their filow-tlad tops almoll: pene
" trating Heaven, the rude cottages built on rocks, iheep and 
" oxen pinched with cold, the men favage and wearing. long 
" beards, every thing both animate and inanimate fiitfwith froft" 
'-ftruck even the remainder of his army with a temporary panic. 
It is not clear what ufe Hannibal made of his boats after croffing 
the Rhone, whether to carry his baggage, as he afcended along 
its banks or not. 
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B ES IDES there rift.e- com panies, Arnold's corps 
conG1l:ed of abollt five hundred New-England 
troops, who fufl:ained all the fatigues of the 
worf!: part of the march by land and water, 
with the urmoll fortirude. And General MONT
GaM ER Y, ever ready to do jul1ice to merit, 
haVing joined them before Qy EB EC, gives their 
commander and them this charaCter--

" TH EY arc an exceeding fine body of men, 
" inured to fatigue, with a Hile of difcipline 
" among them much fuperior to what 1 have 
" been uied to fee this campaign - He himfelf 
" is aCtive, intelIigent, and enterprizing." 

. HAVING app:-oached thOle plains which the 
blood of WOLF £ hath confecrated to deathlefs 
fame, our hero feemed emulous of his glory, 
and animated wirh a kindred fpirit. The 
fituation of his army prdfed difpatch! fnows 
and fj-olls only quickened his motions. He 
hoped by one fuccefsful Ihoke, before the 
arrival of fuccours to the garrifon, to com
pleat his plan, and fave the future effilfion 
of much blood. He further flattered him
telf, that his luccds, if fpeed y, might have 
{orne influence upon Parliament, in hal1ening 
a recondiation. He underf!:ood that maxim of 
Folard "No ob1l:acle fhould break our rda
" lution, when there is but a moment between 
" a bad firua!ion and a worfe"--This fenti
ment he exprdfes in his laft letter with a fpirit 
of modef!:y, and a tenCe of duty, as well as the 

danger 
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danger attending it, which ought to be for ever 
recorded to his glory. -" I thall be forry to be 
" reduced to this mode of attack; becau[e I 
" know the melancholy confequences. But the 
" approaching [cverity of the feaion, the weak
" nds of the garriJon, together with the na
" [Ure of the works, point it out too firong to 
" be pafTed by. Fortune often baffles the moll: 
., fanguine expeC1:ations of poor mortals- I 
" am not intoxicated with the favors 1 have re
o' ceived at her hands - But I think there is a 
" fair profpeEt: of fuccels." 

POOR morrals indeed, if nothing was to re
main of them -after death; for while he was 
courting this fucce[s, and glorioufly leading on 
his troops in the front of danger, he received 
the fatal {hoke, which in an infhnt releafed 
his great [pirit, to follow and join the immor
tal fp,rit of WOLF £ ! 

o THOU fwift winged mdfenger of JefiruEti
on, how didfi tholl triumph in that moment! 
the {hoke that {cver'd Montgomery from his 
army, deprived them of morC than a member. 
It reached the vitals, and firuck the whole body 
_with a temporary death. As when the forked 
lightning, darting tIuo' the fordl, amid the 
black tempefis of night, rends lome towering 
oak, and lays its honors in the dufi, the inferior 
trees which ir had long fheltered from the fiorm, 
fiand mOll rnfu I' around, fo flood the afloniihed 
bands over their fallen Chieftain! - nor over 

F ::. him 
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him alone; but over others, In their prime of 
glory, prolhate by his fide! 

HER E, ye Pennfylvanian youths, fecond to 
none in virtue, Jet a portion of your tears be 
facred to the manes of MACPHERSO~ ! You re
member his generous fpirit in his early years, 
for he drank of the fame Iprings of lcience with 
many ot you now before me; and we who 
reached the cup to your lip, rejoice that it con ... 
tribmed to invigorate both him and you into 
wifdom and public fpirit. Having finifhed his 
fColafiic 'J\'; education, he fiudied the Jaws of his 
country, under a lawyer and patriot t of difl:in.,. 
gwihed name; and animated by his example, as 
well as precepts, had become eminent in his pro
feilion, at an age when fome'have {carce begun 
to think of bufinefs. The love of liberty being 
11is ruling p'~ffion, he thought it his duty in 
the prelent Hruggle, to offer himlelf to the ler
vice of his country, and he had foon an oppor
tunity of attaining that military pre-eminence, 
of which he was laudably ambitious. 

ENJOY I NG 

;0< He was educated partly at the college of Philadelphia, and 
partly at that of New-Jerfey. A few days before his death, he 
vifited the very fpot on which General \'v 0 L F E expired; and the 
rcfiettions in his letter on this occation, as well as in that which 
he left fealed up, for his falher, in cafe of his death in the at
tack upon Quebec, were fuch a' became a cbrijlian and afoUjer. 
He bequeathed what little fortune he had accumulated, to his 
only brother, an officer in the regular army. As a reward fo~ 
his fervices, he was appointed by the Congrefs, a Major in a 
'i>attalion to be ,aiied in the Delaware coullties, but ha~ receiveu 
.(J(l account of this promotion. 

t }ohn Dickenion, Efquire. 
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EN JOY I NG an hereditary bravery, joineq to~ 
well cultivated underfianding, and an active 
fpirir, he Coon became the borom friend of 
General Montgomery, was his Aid de camp, 
was entrutted with a {hare in the management 
of his molt: important negociations, It:odd by his 
fide in the attack upon Qgebec, and being, as 
it were animated by one common [oul, and 
dear to each other in life-in death, they were 
not a moment divided! 

HERE likcwife fell Captain CHEESMAN, of 
the New-York forces, covered with honor, and 
lamented by all who knew him, as an aCtive 
and gallant officer. His particular merits, as 
well as the merits of fome others, who fhared 
his fate, ought to be more fully commemorated 
on this occafion, if proper accounts of them 
could be colb:1ed. 

I MUST not, however, omit the name of the 
brave Captain HENDRICKS, who commanded 
one of the Penn[ylvania rifle-companies, and 
was known to n:e from his infmcy.· He was 
indeed prodigal of his life, and courted danger 
out of his tour of duty. The command of 
the guard belonged to him, on the morn
ing of the attack; but he folicitcd and obtain
ed leave to take a. more confpiclloLlS poft; and 
having led his men through the barrier, where 
his commanding officer, General ARNOLD, was 
wounded, he long fllfiaincd the fire of [be garri .. 

fon 



fon with unlhaken firmnefs, till at Iall, recewng 
a fuot in his breaft~ he immediately expired. 

Su CH examples of magnanimity filled evert 
adverjaries with veneration and efteem. For
getting the foes in the heroN, they gathered 
up their breathlcfs remains, and committed 
them to kindred dull, with pious hands 
" an,! funeral honors meec."-So may your 
own remains, and particularly thine, 0 
CAR L TON, be honored, fhould it ever be your 
fate to fall in hollile fields! Or if, amid [he va
rious chances of war, your lot ihould he among 
the prifoners and the wounded, may .you be 
dillinguifued with an ample return of that be
nevolence which you have lhewn to others. 
Such offices of humanity, Coftening the favage 
[cenes of war, will entitle you to an honor 
which all the pride of conguefi cannot befiow
much lefs a conquell over feJlow- fubjeets, con
tending for the common rights of freemen. 

By fuch offices as thefe, you likewire give a 
gleam of comfort to thefe mourners, who mix 

their 

... Thefe particulars were certified by General Tbom{an and 
Colonel Maxaw, his commanders in the Pennlylvania rrfle-regi
men!, and they give me this further charatler of him in their 
letter, viz. "No fatigues or duty ever di1couraged him-He 
.. paid the firiCteft attention to his conJpany, and was ambitious . 
.. that they illOUld excel in difcipline, ["briety and order. His 
.. focial and domeftic virtues you were well acquainted with."-
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their tears with Our t S<;=huylkill and Sulque~ 
hannah; apd to her t e1pectally, on Hudion's 
river, preheminent in woe! Angels and mi
nifiers of grace, compleat her confolations! 
Tell her, in gentldl: accents, what wreaths 
of glory you have entwin'd, to adorn the brows 

.of thofe who die for their country; and hovt:r
ing for a while, on the 7'vitlg of pity, linen to 
her mournful firain--

" Sweet ivy, twin'd with myrtle, fortn a fl1ade 
Around the tomb where brave ,1Iontgol1w/s laid! 
Beneath your boughs, jhut from the beams of day, 
My ceafdefs tears jhall bathe the warrior's clay; 
And injur'd " Freedom {hall a while repair, 
To dwell, with me, a weeping henuit there." 

HAVING now paid the honours due to the 
memories of our departed friends. what need I 
add . more? IlIllfl:rious, although iliort, was 
their race! '4'"fSur old age is not that which 
fiandeth in length of time, nor is meafured by 
number of years -wifdom is the grey hair to 
man, and an unfpotted life is old age." 

To 

t The rivers on which the parents of Major Macpherfon and 
Captain Hendricl<s live. 

t Mrs. Montgomery, ~ 

.. The origical lines, for which thefe were fubllituted and,per
formed to muGc, are well known, VIZ. 

" Wind gentle Ever-green to \oJrm a fl1ade, 
" Around he Tvlll!:J where :~0pi1Dcles is laid, &c. 

Part of the two laIr liaes is from an Ode ofCo/lins, 
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To [uch men, Rome in all her glorv would 
have decreed honors; and the refolve of CCJ11grefs 
to tranfmit the memory of their virtues, iswor
thy of that magnanimity which ought to cha
raCterize public bodies. Jealous and arbitrary 
rulers are fparing of honors to thofe who ferve 
them, lell their own fhould be thus edipfed. 
But your lullre, Gentlemen, can {ilffer no di~· 
minution this way; and the glory you juilly 
bellow upon others, will only be refleCted to 
encreafc vour own! 

J 

F I N I S. 




